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Toru thwong ngam nhin thap Tokyo trong Itc uéng ca phé hoa tan tir
phong minh. Cau yéu Shifumi, mot phu ni* da c6 chong va la ban ctia me
cau. Koji 1a ban than caa Toru tir héi cdp III. Ga yéu Yuri, c6 ban cung
treong, nhung khong sao cé thé dit ra khéi cudc tinh cuong nhiét va day
ham muoén vGi Kimiko. Kimiko ciing da c6 chong.

Ca Toru va Koji déu c¥ ngd minh dang lam chu cudc tinh, nhwng rét
cudc, moi sy lai dung nhu nhitng gi Shifumi da day cho Toru: Tinh yéu
khong phai thit ta c6 thé cam cwong, ma la thit ta dam chim trong dé.

Con thap Tokyo thi lang im chitng kién tat ca.

Ekuni Kaori sinh nam 1964 tai Tokyo. Co6 dwgc ménh danh la
“Murakami nit” ctia van hoc duwong dai Nhat Ban. Cung v6i Yoshimoto
Banana, Ogawa Yoko, Ekuni Kaori dwgc coi 1a mot trong s6 cac nha van niy
quan trong Nhat Ban hién nay, v6i cac tdc pham va tap truyén ngan tiéu
biéu: Thdp Tokyo, Ldp Ldnh, Hoang hon roi xuéng, Bém lanh, Nhitng ngay
dep dé... Nam 2004, c¢6 nhan giai thwéng Naoki véi tap truyén ngan Dd san
sang dé khoc.

Céac tac pham va tap truyén ngan cta Ekuni Kaori do Nha Nam xudt
ban: Thdp Tokyo, Lap ldnh, Hoang hén roi xuéng.
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CHUONG 1

Thap Tokyo chim trong mua la hinh dnh bu6n nhat trén doi.

Chi mdc moi chiéc 4o so mi trang vdi quan sodc, Kojima Toru tram
ngam bén ly ca phé hoa tan.

Vi sao nhi? Vi sao ngam nhin thap Tokyo w6t dam trong mwa lai khién
minh bu6n dén vay. Minh cam thay nhw nghet thd. Ngay tr hoi con bé tho.

Twr khi m@i chao doi, Toru da song tai khu can hé nay, mot khu nha nam
trén go dat cao, bon bé la tham cé xanh ngat.

“Tién nong c6 thé khong phai lo nhung & sudt véi me ma cau khong phat
on lén a? Gan day, cé lan Koji da cham choc cau nhw vay. “Nhung du sao
me cau cling khéng nhw cac ba me khac, chwa biét chirng cling c6 cai hay.”

Toru hoc cung Koji hoi cap Ba tai mot trong nhitng treong diém cua
thanh pho. Hoc lyc cia cd hai twong doi t6t nhung dé la diém chung duy
nhat gitta hai nguoi.

Bo6n gio chiéu. Sap t6i gio Shifumi goi dién thoai dén. Toru dam chiéu.
Tt khi nao nhi? Tirkhi nao minh da khac khoai chd doi nhitng ct dién thoai
clia con ngwoi ay nhw thé nay.

Shifumi da tirng phan déi khi cau néi mudén mua mét chiéc dién thoai di
dong.

“Mua lam gi cai th phu phiém 4y.”

Bén than c6 dy dang dung ma lai con noéi thé. Bién thoai ctia Shifumi
dwge méc mot chiéc day deo tét bang lua, c6 mau xanh lanh nhw mau cua
man dem.

“Chi ty lam day a?”

DPa c6 lan cau hoi, song Shifumi bao rang c6 chiu, d6 la do cac ni* nhan
vién trong ctta hang lam. Ctta hang ay nam & khu Daikanyama, la & do6 bay
ban du loai, tir do6 gia dung, dén quan &o va ca bat dia. Nghe néi n6 thudc
chuoi cac cra hang béan 1é cao cap. Lan gan day nhat, Toru rat ngac nhién
khi thdy c6 ban ca vong c6 va bat dung thitc an cho chd, ma toan hang dat
tién. Xem chirng nhitng thit bay ban & ctta hang ctia Shifumi déu thé ca. Cai
gi co ay cling co. Tién bac, ctra hang, va ca chong nita.
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BoOn gid muwoi lam phit. Dién thoai van chwa d6 chuong. Toru mién
cwong ngo6i nhdm nhap ly ca phé ngudi ngat. Cau thich ca phé hoa tan va
thay n6 hgp vai tinh cach ctia minh hon loai nhé giot. Mui thom diu cia né
that tuyét. Pha ché lai don gian.

Pon gian la diéu quan trong.

Toru sinh thang Ba nam 1980. Cha me ly hén khi ciu vira vao cap Mot.
Keé tir d6, cau song cung vGi me.

Cau quen Shifumi qua me minh.

“Pay la ban me.”

Me giGi thiéu Shifumi nhw thé v&i Toru. Hai nam vé trudc, khi dy Toru
md&i muoi bay tudi. Shifumi la mot phu nit c6 dang nguwdi thon tha, mai toc
den khoe khodn, mac chi€c vdy mau xanh dam véi do khoac trang bén
ngoai.

“Chao cau!”

Mat moi co dy that hai hoa, gwong mat méi goi cam lam sao.

“Chi Yoko, em khong biét chi lai c6 cau con trai 16n chirng nay.”

Shifumi nhin Toru khéng ngdt roi thot 1én:

“Chang trai nay trong c6 khiéu am nhac day.”

Y cb ay 1a sao? Toru khong tai nao hiéu néi, song cau ciing khong hoi
lai.

“Cau hoc cdp Ba a?”

“Vang.”

Cau van nhé giong diéu minh ldc dy c6 phan khong thoai mai.

Nam tht hai dai hoc 1a quang thoi gian buon té nhat doi sinh vién. Dao
nay, Toru hau nhw khong dén 16p. That bat tién la tiét hoc ctia nhitng gido
vién diém danh nghiém ngat lic nao cling té nhat. Nhét dia nhac ctia nhém
Hi-posi vai dan may, cau lang nghe giong hat ngot ngao wét at, nhe nhang
va dé thuong ctda nit ca si chinh, trong lic ngam nhin nhitng toa nha chung
cu lan thap Tokyo wét dam trong mwa qua khung cira so.

Sao céi 1t nit sinh dai hoc lai dan don dén thé co chi! Koji chan nan
nghi. Phia ngoai ctta s6 c6 gan lw6i chan muoi, nhitng giot mwa dong trén
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mang nudc dang ti tach roi. Thit nhat, co thé ching né chang cé gi hap dan.
Hodc la gay dét nhu que cui. Hodc la tron trung truc nhw qua bong cao su.
Thé nao ciing la mot trong hai loai ddy. Pung la chan chét.

Vay nhung c6 bé Yuri hién ga dang cap ke sau khi quen biét tir 1an mai
moi nam ngoai thudc loai kha thng minh, nhd boi 16i nén co thé gon gang,
noi chung khong té chut nao.

“T¢ d6i meo roi!”

Pang nam won xem tivi, Hashimoto néi.

“Nha ciu c6é mi c6c khong?”

“Ldy dau ra.”

Koji dap roi bao chi c6 com la san. Ga van thwong nau nhiéu com roi gitr
trong td lanh an dan.

“Sao cau lai d6i vao cai gid quai quy nay chit, an 1am chi t6 béo 4.”

Can nhan thé nhung ga van ditng ngay day di rang com cho Hashimoto,
mot ké 1ap di c6 mot thi vui duy nhat la di héng hét chuyén nguwdi khac.
Tién thé, ga con lam ca xdp ga véi hanh, ra dong thém may thi¢ cat trong tai
dong lanh.

“Cau ctr that day!”

Hashimoto c6 vé thuc su than phuc.

“Cling thuong thoi.”

Koji cham thu6c dap.

Ké day cho Koji biét cai hay ctia phu nit tudi trung nién la Toru, ban than
tir hoi cdp Ba, nguwdi duy nhat ga khong dam coi thwong. Hoi do, ga chang
hé coi ai xung quanh ra gi.

“Cau con ¢ day khong?”

Koji hoi. Hashimoto dang vira xem tivi vira an com rang.

“Co.”

“0, thé a.”

Hashimoto chang cau né véi nguwoi khac bao gid, Koji quy han ciling vi
cai tinh ay, Ga thay quan 4o, xit keo bot 1én t6c, deo dong ho, dé lai chia
khoa nha réi di.

“Thé nhé, t& di lam thém day.”
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Koji néi, cam theo chiéc 6 nhya bi gdy mot gong sat.

Cudc song cua Koji hién tai xoay quanh viéc lam thém. Vira 1én 16p binh
thwong, ga vira di lam thém vao hau hét cac budi toi trong tuan va ca ngay
cudi tuan. Mac du cha me ga van khée manh va chu cadp day dda nén & mot
goc do nao do, cudc song sinh vién ctia Koji kha sung tic, song c6 thé néi
chwa bao gio ga c6 nhiéu tién tiéu vat cd, hon nita, cong viéc hién tai la
phuc vu ¢ quan bi-a, nhan ha ma thu nhap ciing kha.

Mua hé ndm nay, Koji tirtng lam nhan vién trec cttu ho bé boi. Ga da c6
dén hai ky niém ngot ngao véi co bé quen ¢ do, mot trong nhitng cai hay
ctia cong viéc ngan han khac thi nhiéu vo ké. Tt viéc thu phiéu danh gia
cia nguwoi dan sau khi stta dwong, dén viéc rira bat dia, hay tham chi lam
ngwoi mau khéa than cho cac hoa si hang bét.

Vi Koji, lam mau la cong viéc c6 thu nhap t6t. Ga dugc mot 6ng hoa si
gay dét moi khi dang di trén pho, ndi sé trd muwdi ngan yén mot gio néu
chiu vé tan nha dng ta & gan chua Kichijio-ji. Ong hoa si gia d6 vé rd nhiéu,
ga kiém dugc ba tram sau mwoi ngan yén ma chi phdi ngoi 6m goi. Khong
nhitng thé, 6ng ta lai kha pham an nén thi thodng ga con dwgc maoi ca bit
tét.

Thang Muoi mot. Koji chgp mat khodng ba muoi phit trong tau dién JR
trén dwong dén noi lam thém. Ga c6 céi biét tai la ngt ¢ bat c¢ chd nao va
hon thé, tinh day ngay trudc khi t6i ga can dén. Koji tin vao co thé minh,
va duong nhién, ca cai dau cta ga nita.

Koji von hoc kha tir xwra nén ga do dai hoc cong lap ngon lanh nhw
khong. Song van dé khong nam & dé.

“Chuyén ctia con, con phéi tw quyét dinh.” Tt nhé cha ga da ran day.
“Khi da quyét dinh r6i thi hdy thé hién ra bang hanh dong!”

Vi Koji, thong minh tic la c6 kha nang hanh dong.

Ga an toi trong phong danh cho nhéan vién. Trong cung toa nha c6 mot
loat cac quan an lién ké vdi quan bi-a va c6 thé goi do giao tan noi. Ca thay
sau nhan vién chinh thitc v6i dong phuc quan vai den va do so mi trang bat
ké nam hay nit. Yuri da ti'ng khen bo dong phuc dé rat hgp, song vi thé ma
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Koji dam ra nghi ngo khiéu tham my ctia Yuri béi ga luon nghi minh hgp
vGi quan jean hon.

Koji quet thé, thay ca cho nhan vién lam ban ngay. Dan den né ong bén
phia toa nha doi dién nhap nhay qua lan mua.

Cudi cung dién thoai cling d6 chudng, lic ay la hon nam gio chiéu.

“Xin 10i, chi goi mudn qua.” Shifumi nhé nhe néi. “Bay gio' cau cé ra
ngoai dugc khong?”

Giong c06 ay lic nao cling c6 vé bon chon.

“Pugc.” Toru dap ngan gon.

“Thé thi tot!” Shifumi ming rd ndi. C6 hen gap & quan Franny roi dap
mady, nhanh dén mitc Toru luén cam thdy hut hang. Cau van cam ong nghe
trén tay voi mot tam trang nira voi.

Ngay dau tién gap mat, Shifumi da ndi:

“Chi c6 mot loai xa bong rat hop véi cau.”

“Xa bong?”

“U. D6 1a mot trong nhitng mét hang mua tir Anh quéc. Ngay tir dau chi
dinh nham t&i khach hang nam du hau hét khach dén ctra hang la phu n,
Nhwng chi van quyét dinh ban nd, vi khach nit dén sé mua tang cho nhitng
nguoi dan 6ng caa ho. Chi nghi hgp vdi cau day!”

Thé r6i vai ngay sau, bru dién chuyén dén mot goi buru pham, trong do
la mé6t cuc xa bong nho hinh bau duc, mau trang sitta. Thom mui trai 1€.

Sau canh cong to va nang trich mé ra mot 16i di nho hep sau tit vao trong
quan Franny. Quay bar nam & phia bén phdi. Khi Toru buwéc vao, cau da
thdy Shifumi ng6i uong Vodka chd san. Shifumi van thich uéng moét chut
rwou manh.

“Cau dén roi a.” Xoay hon nita vong chiéc ghé quay bar, Shifumi quay
nguoi lai n6i. C6 mac mot chiéc 4o len thiwra mat mau trang va chiéc quan
tay mau xam.

“Troi ot mua suot nhi, chan thé ch!”

Shifumi noi, xoay lai ghé. Toru ng6i xuéng bén canh va goi mét coc bia.

“Cau van khoe cha?”
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Hai tuan r6i, cau mdi lai gap Shifumi.

“Vang,” khong quay mat sang, Toru tra 10i.

Cau muo6n cam nhan bang ca co thé minh sy ton tai cia Shifumi, sy ton
tai chi cach c6 mot tam tay dang & phia bén trai.

Sau khi gii cuc xa bong cho Toru, c6 mot dao Shifumi khong giit lién
lac.

R6i mGt hom c6 goi dién hoi tham: “Co6 me cau ¢ nha khong?”

Hom dy ma me minh khong di vang thi chac han minh khong thé & day
cung c6 ay nhw thé nay.

“Cau ndi gi di ch@!” Shifumi n6i. Chiéc dong hé Rolex trang nha vong
om 14y cai c6 tay manh khanh cta Shifumi.

“Néi gi la néi gi?”

“Gl cling dugc, vé treong hoc, vé cuon sach dang doc hay don gian la
nhitng diéu dang suy nghi chang han.”

“Chuyén hoc hanh ¢ trwong thi t6i nghi chac ciing tot nghiép dugc théi.”
Nhap m6t ngum bia, Toru tra 10i.

“Con phia sau khu gidng duong c6 may khém dia du dang ng.”

“Cau thich hoa dia du?”

“U, c6 thé néi 1a thich. Nhung may hém vira roi dé y thi n6 da khé cong
tu Iuc nao.”

“Treong cau co rong khong?”

“Ciling khong rong lam.” Toru tra 10i r6i n6i thém rang so vdi treong cap
Ba thi rong hon han.

“Vay a.” Shifumi néi, lo dang nhin 1én phia ké rugu.

“Sach thi gan day ciing it khi doc.” Toru tiép tuc tra 1oi thanh that, theo
ding nhitng gi Shifumi hoi.

“Con diéu dang nghila ...”

T6i mudn nga vdi chi!

“La gi?” Shifumi quay sang, gwong mat c6 ay hoan toan dé mdc.

“La khong co gi.”

Shifumi nhoén miéng cuwoi.

“Phia san sau treong cap Mot hoi xwa chi hoc, hoa ti cau né nhiéu lam.”
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“Cap mot? Hoi xwa qua roi nhi.”

Shifumi ngwgng ngap, tho tay nghich may cuc da trong ly.

“Trwong dai hoc thi chi khong sao nhé dugc trong san c6 nhitng cay gi,
du chi la mot loai théi cling chiu. Buén cwdi nhi.”

“Vi chi khong di mot minh bao gio chir sao?”

Toru budt miéng, tw cdm thay boi réi véi am huwdng ghen tudong trong cau
noi cua minh.

“U c6 khi thé that!” Dudng nhu Shifumi khong nhan ra diéu dé, c6 than
nhién thtra nhan.

Ca hai goi thém tuan rugu nita, ng6i uéng va im lang hoi lau.

“Cu dién thoai d6 c6 thue 1a nham dén me minh khong nhi?”

“Da, chac khong c6 chuyén ddy dau.” Toru tra 10i.

Shifumi doc tén va dia chi quan roi nhw chgt nhé ra diéu gi va hoi:

“Nhuwng cau da dugc phép uéng rugu chwa?”

Toru ¢t nhé mai cai héi cau con mot da hai vang khi néi chuyén véi chi
Shifumi. D3 thé, dén ldc ay cdu van chwa cé néi mot moi tinh vat vai,
nhuwng doi lai, c6 ctta hang va c6 su tu do.

Lic dau cau khong dinh chia sé véi Koji nhung rot cudce, chang hiéu thé
nao lai 16i kéo ga vao.

“Nhat cau roi day.” Doi twgng cua cau la nguoi I6n co ma!” Koji ndi.
“Pugc chiéu chudng thi cling thich nhung chang may bi ruéng bé thi ciing
dirng cé ty tr ddy nhé. Chac la c6 ta théem khat mot co thé trai trang day
ma.”

Pung thoi ky dé, cac vu ga tinh doi tién cua nit sinh trung hoc dang rum
beng ngoai xa hoi. Trwdng cdp Ba Toru hoc c6 it nit sinh, hau hét toan cac
cd nang con nha gia gido. Song néu nhin quanh phg, khong ngoa khi néi
rang tat cd dam ni sinh trung hoc déu mac vay ngan trén mic can thiét, noi
bat 1én cdp dui to twéng dwgc bao boc trong doi tat day su.

“Tin thé quai nao dugc nhi!” Lang chiéc ba 16 bang vai ka ki 1én vai,
Koji néi trong lic di qua ctra soat vé. “Thé quai nao lai c6 nhitng thang gia
bi céi lii day lira phinh nhi?”
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DPang to ra bat binh bang ngon tir khong may sach sé, Koji chgt thé dai
roi than nhién néi:

“T¢ cling muon thit xem dan ba cé kinh nghiém thé nao.”

Lé di nhién, gitta cau va Shifumi khong cé méi lién quan nao vé tién bac.
Khong thé danh dong vGi cac vu doi tinh 14y tién kia. N6 khac xa thuc té,
nén diéu Koji vira néi chang khién Toru phién long.

Khong mot ai c6 thé hiéu nhitng gi da xdy ra gitta cdu va me Shifumi.

“Me cua Yoshida thi sao?”

Thyc long, Toru thay dang 1é phai ngan Koji khi ga néi ra diéu do, nhung
cau van phu hoa:

“Pugc day chit! Trong ciing hap dan.”

Thoi diém day, Toru khéng twéng twgng noi, rang viéc cap ke vGi me cia
ban hoc cung 16p c6 thé trd thanh hién thyc. Cho dén gio cau van khong coi
cai hanh dong quai g& cua Koji ra gi.

Hai nam trudc.

Cudc song caa Koji bat dau ¢6 dac nhw miéng miit jelly nhat théch. Toru
cling mdc ké cho no ra sao thi ra.

“Hom nay vui qua! Lan sau minh di an t6i roi thong tha no6i chuyén nhé.”
Uobng can ly Vodka, Shifumi tra tién, mim cuwdi roi ditng day noi.

“Khong biét ngoai trdi c6 mwa khong.”

Bdy gid ba muoi phtt t6i. Toru ty dua ra két luan rang, Shifumi han da
hen an t6i v6i chong tai mot nha hang nao dé vao lic tam gio.

“Chi sé goi cho cau sau.” Shifumi néi r6i nhanh chéng roi khoi quan.

Toru nhitng twdng sé dugc di an cung. Cau mat hét hitng thd véi ly bia
uong dad, lo dang nhin quanh va chgt nhan ra bung minh dang tréng rong
khi thdy dong chit Sandwich kep thit bo r6 ti & tam bang den treo trén
twong.

Tw khi nao nhi? Tt khi nao minh da roi vao trang thai quén ca doi khat
thé nay.

Khach khtta bat dau dong. Béa hoa cam trong chiéc binh to twéng nhin
ké bi bé roi Toru cuwoi nhao.
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CHUONG 2

Sau khi nghe tron gio hoc budi sang, Koji ra ghé da san treong ngoi
chén sach chiéc sandwich mua & ngoai trong vong nam phut. M6t budi trira
dep troi. Ga hau nhuw khong an & cang tin trong treong. Cit & bén canh lii
dan don la gai lai cadm giac cai dan don ay sé lay sang minh.

Hom nay Koji khong c6 gio lam thém, budi chiéu ga dinh chi hoc mot
tiét roi di choi vai Yuri, sau do thi da hen gap Toru.

Vit thi nylon va coc gidy vao thung rac, Koji buwéc vao bt dién thoai
cong cong. Ga rut mot diéu thuéc cham Iia trong khi tiéng nhac chd vang
len.

“Alo, Kawano xin nghe.” Giong Kimiko tré trung, khac han giong ctia
mot ngwoi da ba muoi lam tudi.

“Al6...”

Thé la da, khong can phai xung tén.

“Koji day a? Kimiko mirng ro. “Cha, mot ngay dep troi day! Cau dang &
dau day?”

“O truong.”

Koji tra 10i trong lic mwong twong vé doi chan nhé nhan xinh xan cta
Kimiko.

“Vra an trua xong, ty dung Koji lai mudn nghe thay giong chi...”

Koji rit mot hoi thudc, nheo mat vi anh nang chéi chang roi nha khoi vao
bau trdi xanh tham.

“Cau ninh toi chwr gi?”

Kimiko dirng lai mot chat, day an y.

“O kia, ndi that day.”

Koji thay cai giong tram dm va thang twng ctia minh khong dén té.

“Budi t6i thi khong goi dién dwgc.” Ga tiép tuc dwa day. “Ma chi cling c6
chiu cho ai gap dau!”

Hashimoto dang tién lai ti* phia con dwong trwéc toa thu vién. Koji gio
mot tay léen chao.
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“Thoéi nao.” Giong Kimiko cat 1én voi va. “T6i cling muén gap cau lam
chit. Ct c6 thoi gian la t6i lai nhé dén cau.”

Koji vitt dau loc thudc 14 roi 14y chan di.

“C0 thoi gian?”

Hashimoto da dirng ngay truéc mat.

“Koji thi Idc nao cling nh& chi.”

Ga khong noi doi. Mot khodng yén lang bao trum. Ga thay rd phia bén
kia dau day Kimiko dang xao dong. Udc gi dugc lao dén va 6m cham lay
c6 ay ngay bay gio!

“Xin 16i.” Ga té vé hai 16i. “Koji sé goi lai sau nhé?”

Mot ngay kha d&m, mdc du dang la thang Mwdoi mot. Mdc do len ma ditng
ch6 nang la toat mo héi.

“Pang dinh hoi xem liéu cau c6 goi lai cho t6i nita khong!”

Koji cuoi vang 1én khién Kimiko cling khtic khich cwoi theo.

“Khong phaéi ban.” Ga néi r6i dap may. Tiéng cudi trong tréo ctia Kimiko
clt quanh quan bén tai ga.

“Luc nao ciling nhé chi!” Hashimoto thi thao nhai lai. “Cau ctr that day!”

Su6t tir sang dén gio, Toru ngoi nghe dia nhac Marie Frank, mot ca si
nguwoi Pan Mach, vo tinh thdy & ctta hang hom Cha nhat tuan trudce, cau
mua luon sau khi nghe thtt du twéc da dinh mua mot dia Hi-posi.

Mot ngay nang rao va sang khoai.

Chgt nhé téi déi giay, Toru bén 16i ra danh. Cau ghét nhitng chiéc giay
ban thiu vi nom chting that ban twéng. Ngoai hién cira, doi giay cao got lam
bang da cé sau tuyét dep ctia me cau dang nam chong cho. Bém qua ba vé
mudn, gid da gan trira ma van chwa thay ra khoi phong.

Ho6i hoc cap MGt, c6 lan Toru da soc khi thdy & trwedc cira nha mot ngwoi
ban ma cau dén choi, doi giay cia me nguwoi ban do, got thap mau nau bac
phéch, veo vo va xau xi dén mirc giat minh. Luc ay cau da ty héi rang, me
minh sé buon dén mitc nao néu ba phai xé chan vao déi giay ay. Mdc du me
ban cau c6 vé la mot ngudi nhe nhang, kiéu phu nit cta gia dinh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Me Toru la tong bién tdp mot tap chi phu nit. Cau khong biét cu thé, chi
chac rang lwong ctia ba kha cao. Sau khi cha me chia tay, nhd khoén tién
nha va tién nudi dwdng cau an hoc cho dén khi vao dai hoc duwgc cha cau
chu cdp mot nam hai 1an, cdng v6i khoan tién boi dwdng ton that tinh than
cling khong nhd, nén cudc song cta hai me con kha 6n thda.

Vi cha cidu vuéng vao cac moi quan hé tinh 4i ma hai 6ng ba phai ly hon,
nhung cau cling cam thay ai ngai cho chinh 6ng.

Thi thoang lam Toru m&i gap cha, cau khong dac biét yéu thwong song
cling khong ghét bo. Ong 1a kién triic sw, hién mé van phong thiét ké véi
nguoi ban. Ong c6 dang ngudi thap nhd, néi nang hoa nhd, c6 s& thich di
cau. Nay ong da di budc nita va c6 con riéng.

Ho6i nho, cé lan 6ng dwa Toru tham gia mot budi cam trai. Thoi gian vao
khoan hai nam sau khi hai 6ng ba moi nguwdi moi ngd. Mua hé lam muoi
nhiéu kién (Toru ghét moi thé loai c6n trung), dém hom trudc lai mwa khién
ban chan lic nao ciling am wét. Nha vé sinh & dé chat choi va ban thiu dén
mic hé dong cita vao la buén non. Mén Soda lanh sén gai 6c, ca xién
nuwéng thi chang biét an phan nao, ma cho nao dn dwgc cling nhat nhw nwéc
oc. Noi chung, cam trai la thit khong thich hgp véi tinh cach ctia Toru.

Toru khong hiéu r6 cha minh la ngwdi nhw thé nao. C6 gap ciing chang
c6 chuyén gi dé ndi, va lai me cau cling khong hay ké 1€ gi. Ngay nha mdi
cua ong, cau cting khi md&i xem qua anh.

Thé nhuwng, cau van bai phuc 6ng, ngudi cé y dinh két hon véi mét phu
ni* nhw me cau, cwdi xin réi song vdi nhau tan chin nam troi. Khac véi vé
bé ngoai, 6ng la mot ngwdi wa mao hiém. Cau khong hé than phuc, tan
dwong, thwong cam hay kinh né do6i véi s mao hiém dé, song sau tham
trong long, ky thyc cau lai muon té ra kinh trong.

“Con ve r6i ddy a, Toru?”

Co tiéng néi vang 1én phia sau lwng, Toru quay lai da thdy me minh ditng
d6 trong bd pyjama mau xanh. O nha sudt chit c6 di ddu ma vé, nghi vay
song cau khong buon dinh chinh. Sac mat me cau vao moi budi sang trong
bac nhuoc, téc lai bu xu nhw té qua.
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“Pha cho me cdc ca phé!” Ba néi roi di vao phong tam, bé lai sau lung ca
hanh lang swc nitc mui nwdce hoa.

Toru vao bép, dat may pha ca phé.

T6i nay cau cé hen véi Koji. Trudc dé chac sé 1én 16p nghe gidng mot
tiét. Cau quyét nhw vay sau khi dat y thich ciia minh va don vi hoc trinh Ién
ban can.

Ct xong mot cdi la Yuri mdc ngay quan do. Chuva titng phan nan nhung
moi lan nhw vay, Koji lai cAm thdy &c ché doi phan.

Nhung ga nghi tha thé con hon la ¢ riic mai vao nhau trén chiéc givong
chat choi. Va lai, cling c6 thé thai do ay cua Yuri la biéu hién cho mot loai
tam ly nao d6 nhu “Ngugng ngap” hay “then thung”.

“Mai t@ dén ctra hang choi c6 dugc khong?”

Yuri héi trong ltic ding rira dia banh va c6c tra chanh uéng trude khi 1én
givong ban nay.

“Ngay mai 4?” Koji ving ddy, gd vira mac do 16t vira dap. “Bat ci luc
nao cau thich!”

Bon gid rudi. Sap dén gio Koji phdi di, gd c6 hen vGi Toru vao lic sau
gio.

Hom nay ga c6 ba du dinh, goi dién cho Kimiko, lén giwvong véi Yuri va
gap Toru, trong do, muc thit ba la diéu ga mong chd nhat. T sau ky nghi
he, ga mdi co co hoi gap lai Toru.

“Tuyét, cau lai pha moén dy cho t& nhé.” Yuri thich tha néi.

Ctra hang & day la quan bi-a noi ga lam thém, con mon dy la loai cocktail
lemonade ma ga pha riéng cho Yuri.

“Nhung dirng c6 dén mot minh, t& khong dwa vé dugc dau,”

“Khong sao.”

Rira bat dia coc chén xong, Yuri rut khan mui xoa ctia minh ra lau tay.

“Tinh cau hay lo lang nhi.”

Co0 con ngdy tho lam c6 a. Ga nghi tham trong bung nhung khong ndi ra.
Ga thay do phong, quan jean, mac 4o khoac r6i thic giuc: “Di théi.”

Lau lam ga md&i lai mo dén Shibuya.
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Truwong dai hoc nam trén tuyén tau dién Trung tdm nén cac cudc nhau
nhet thuwong la & Kichijo-ji, khong thi Shinjuku. Cai noi 6n 4o v6 vi nhw
Shibuya, ga chang thé nao quen. Qua nga tw theo 16i danh cho khach bd
hanh, ga rdo budc dén cho hen.

“Cho t¢ guri 101 hoi tham ong ban vang cta cau nhé!” Yuri noi di mua
sam nén ca hai chia tay nhau tai Kichijo-ji.

Ban vang. Ga bat dau than véi Toru ti* nam 16p mwoi mot. Toru cé dang
vé mot ngwoi khong bao gid coi thuong nguwdi khac, diéu do hoan toan trai
nguwoc vai ga, mot ké dé dang quen than vdi bat ky ai nhung trong long thi
chang coi ho ra gi. Cé diéu, Toru la ké khé gan. Budi trua thuong doc sach
mot minh. Lic dau ga nghi Toru lam b6 dé moi li con gai, nhung 1ii con
gai thi nao c6 thich gi sach v@, hon nita, ban than ga cling hiéu ré diéu dé.

Toru s6ng cung me, lan dau tién dén choi nha, ga khong khoi ngac nhién
vi ndi that trong nha qua tinh té. Cam twdng khong cé gi la thiva thai. Ban
than ga lic d6 dang song cung gia dinh, nha ga cling khong thudc loai thiéu
tién bac, nhung khai niém nha déi véi ga la mot khong gian tap pi It nhitng
tht v& van, nao la bo do choi golf va ctp du loai caa cha ga, nao la dém
ghé théu kiéu Phap ma me ga mé man.

Thudc typ ngwoi kho gan nhung Toru khong tir chdi Koji. Trudce kia, ga
ra di hoc bang 1ai xe, Toru da tit chdi nhwng sau day thi tinh hinh kha kham
hon, c goi la c6 mat, ngay ca nhitng lan vung vé bam du6i 1i con gai sau
gio hoc.

Ga c6 diém chung vdi Toru. D6 1a tinh can trong va khong bi cuén theo
s6 dong. It nhat ga cho 1a nhu vay.

Ngoai ra la phu nit c6 kinh nghiém.

Ca hai déu tw cho rang minh hgp véi typ dy. NhG lai giong cuwdi cla
Kimiko, ga thay phu ni* 16n tu6i that hon nhién.

C6 diéu, moi tht minh lam déu c6 tinh toan, ddy chinh la sy khac biét
mang tinh quyét dinh. Ga chac mam, r6i budc vao thang may.

Nguoi dau tién ctia ga la Atsuko.

Cho dén gio gi van an han rang minh da lam mot diéu toi té khong chi
d6i véi co6 ay ma con vGi ca Yoshida.
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“T¢ chi thay thwong cho bo t6!”

Giong noi cia Yoshida day trach ct song nhitng gi hién hién trong mat
cd khong phai vay, ma dé 1a sy dén dau. Anh mét nhuém mau dén dau va
buon ba.

Sau vu do, Koji quyét dinh khong day dwa dén dan ba da c6 con nita, du
chi mot lan.

Ctra thang may mé khi dén tang ba. Ga dén mudn nam phit. Toru dang
uong bia va ngoi cho. Gig nay khach van con thua thét.

“Tréng phong do day.”

Kéo gh€é ngoi xudng phia doi dién, ga 1én tiéng. Toru vira dwa ra quyén
thire don, ga lién kéu rang bung dang s6i sung suc vi budi trwa 16t da moi
cai banh sandwich. Vé&i chiéc khan an vira dugc mang dén, ga lau tay roi
xem thuc don, doan goi bia, canh ga, dau phu va thit bo nwéng.

Vé chiéu cao, Toru hon ga nhitng bén xang ti mét. Mdc dau vay, trong
mat Toru, gd ban vang ng6i trtdc mat cit nhw phat twdng l1én sau moi lan
gdp. C6 nhitng ngwoi ma du & ngay bén canh, cau ciing khong hé nhan
thdy, nhung vGi Koji thi ngugce lai, chi can thodng qua la biét.

“Mot thr cam giac hién hitu chang?”

Toru nhan ra rang, cau dang sam soi Koji nhw thé d6 1a em trai minh.

“Cai gi?”

Koji uéng ngon lanh ly bia vira dwgc mang dén, réi nhanh chéng chia
diia gap do an khai vi.

“Cai phom ngudi cau y.”

“Phom nguoi t¢ lam sao?”

“Ct ¢ bén canh la té lai thay bon chén.”

“Cau noi td chang hiéu gi ca!” Mat Koji té vé ngo ngac.

“Khong c6 gi, cau ciing khong can hiéu.”

Toru quy mén Koji mdt cach vo diéu kién. Pon gian la quy mén. Bat ké
ru diém hay nhugc diém cuta ga.

Vi du nhu chiéc dong ho deo tay mau bac hiéu Cartier chang han. Ga néi
la mua bang tién lam nguwdi mau vé tranh. Néu la Toru, cau sé chang bao

https://thuviensach.vn



gi0 mua cai dong ho loai dy. Thi vui chang lay gi lam hay ho ma dat la
chac roi.

Hay th keo vudt toc Koji dung tir hoi cap Ba cling vay. V&i Toru, cau
chi thay no hoi rinh.

DPa c6 lan Shifumi noéi rang, con ngwdi ta hdp dan nhau c6 1€ do trwong
sinh hoc.

“Hon ca tinh cach hay dung mao, cai hdp dan dau tién chinh la cai
treong sinh hoc tda ra xung quanh nguwdi dy. Ban nang cta cac loai dong
vat la thé va chi tin la nhuw vay.

Trong mat cau, Shifumi la nguwdi séng rat ban nang. Cau luén cam thay
khon don véi thit nang lwgng va luong sinh khi ma cau khong co6 ay.

Koji dang ké vé Hashimoto. Tén cuda thdng hay ho ma gan day ga nhac
déen.

“Cai thang i a 1 uc, dén nha nguwdi khac ré6i dan mat vao tivi. T¢ bao dé
gidi thieu cho em nao d6 ma no cling khong hao hirng.”

Xem chung Koji kha thich Hashimoto.

“Mudi chin tu6i ma néi khong thich phu ni thi qua 1ap di.”

Ca hai da chén sach do an, phan van khong biét cé nén két thiic bang mot
bat udon khong.

“Nhuwng mé phu ni* dén mirc nhw cau thi ciing la 1ap di.”

“Vé van.” Koji nhéch miéng cwoi. “T'¢ chang thich bi mot ké luy tinh tw
khi méi muoi by tudi ndi td thé dau.”

Co thé Koji thdy minh nhw vay, Toru lang thinh khong dap.

“Gia ma hom nao dugc gap chi Shifumi cia cau nhi.”

Shifumi, cai tén dwgc noéi ra tr miéng nguwoi khac khién Toru thdy nhw
mot ai d6 hoan toan xa la. Dwong nhu khong c6 mot moi lién hé nao véi cai
cO Shifumi ma cau biét.

“Pé xem hom nao.”

Cau dap gon 16n roi kéu phuc vu ra goi udon.

“Goi cho t6 mot bat.”

Koji néi. Sau d6 ca hai ng6i an ma khéng ai n6i nang cau gi.
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Bén ngoai, troi lanh cong. Con pho ruc sang dén né 6ng nhung tir d6 van
c6 thé nhin thdy cac vi sao. Giita Toru va Koji khong ton tai khai niém di
choi tang hai. Néu di cing hoi dong ngwoi thi ca hai cling san sang quay tdi
bén, nhung chang hiéu sao, chi cé hai ngwoi thi lai khong.

“Trudce tét lai gap nhau ti nhi?” Koji 1én tiéng.

«(y »

Toru  vi rang cau c6 y dinh d6 that, song cau tra 16i ay lai khién Koji
thdy am trc.

“Sao cau ho hitng thé nhi?” Ga I6n tiéng. “Moi thang gap nhau mot lan
di.”

“Cau ban sudt con gi, hét lam thém lai da thit khac nita.” Toru cuwdi nhan
nho.

Koji van ban ron ngay ttr hoi cap Ba.

“Ban chit sao.” Koji won nguc noi cing. “Nhung td sé thu xép thoi gian,
ddc biét la cho nhitng viéc can thiét.”

Tuw dung Toru thdy niém hanh phtic trao dang trong long.

“T@ thi roi thoi.” Cau ndi trong lic hoa minh gitta dam dong. “Liic nao
cling dugc. Ké ca ngay mai!”

Mot khu pho dong dic. Dong nguwdi tan s lan hoc sinh cap Ba ao ra
dwong tao thanh dong chay bat tan. Toru thich khu Shibuya con Shifumi lai
thich Aoyama. Véi Toru, Shibuya la noi dé thw gian.

“Lam gi ma c hét tir cyc nay sang cuc no thé. Mai t@ ban roi, khéng thu
xép dugc.”

“T6 biét the.”

Lan gi6 thoi trong dém that ngot, Toru thady n6 nhe nhang ngdm sau vao
tan phoi.

Chin ru6i Toru mdi vé dén nha. Me cau van chia vé. Cau uéng mot ly
nuwdc roi di tam.

Cau phan van khong biét c6 nén goi dién cho Shifumi khong. Dao nay
thi cé thé goi bat ct lic nao. Goi dén di dong nén chac chan khong cé ai
khac ngoai chu nhan bat may, con khéng tién nghe thi bam tir ch6i cudc goi
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la xong. Chang han dang ban chuyén kinh doanh, dang ngu, hay chong
dang bén canh, dé la nhitng lic bat tién.

Nghe Shifumi n6i dém nao chong c6 ay ciling di nhau.

“Ca hai déu c6 cong viéc riéng cia minh nén it cé thdi gian danh cho
nhau.” Shifumi giai thich. “Hiém khi vg chong an cung nhau, chi lai khéng
thao ndu nwéng.”

Toru nhé lai cin hd caa Shifumi ma cau da dén do6i lan. O phong khach
c6 bay mot birc twong Quan Am.

“Pep day chwi?”

Bitc twgng Quan Am chia ra bén canh tay thanh thot, phan chiéu 4nh
sang phan tdn mau vang dam, Shifumi da chon vi c6 cho rang né ggi cam
giac binh yén. Ho thwong udng cung nhau thit Vodka ma Shifumi yéu thich
¢ can phong d6 chang? Va ké cho nhau nghe nhitng chuyén xdy ra hang
ngay? R6i cung nhau nghe nhac? Billy Joel la ca si yéu thich cta co ay.

Toru quyét dinh di nga luon. Dién thoai dé ngay mai, vi lic nao ciling
duoc.
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CHUONG 3

“Co vii bong r6?”

Gap mot doan mang tay nwéng kem tritng op la long dao — mén khai vi
bat di bat dich ctda Shifumi moi khi dén nha hang nay — c6 thich thd hoi.

“Cau c6 thich dau?”

Bén ngoai ctta kinh, may lum cdy treo den trang tri dang nhap nhay.

“Pugc ra thi di thoi.” Toru tra 16i nham nhang. “Nhan dang roi rai.”

Shifumi khé gat dau r6i nhin Toru khong chép mat.

Cau vira ké cho Shifumi chuyén hém qua di xem tran dau ctia cau lac bo
béng r6 vdi may ngudi ban cung 16p dai hoc. Mot tran dau buon té. Vong
mot gidi co6 hai lwgt dau vao budi sang va budi chiéu. Treong cau da thang
tran buoi sang. Toru doi anh mat ra tan ngoai khung ctra s6 du né nam & vi
tri cao dén mic qua day chi nhin thay nhitng canh cay in trén nén troi xanh
tham.

“Thé hém qua, thit By, chi Shifumi lam gi?”

Nhéap mot ngum rugu vang, Toru hoi.

“Loanh quanh & ctra hang th6i.” Shifumi dap Ngon tré ctia c6 dy deo mot
chiéc nhan to mau dé. Pep nhung that tré con, Toru nghi, tay c6 ay nho
nhan ma deo chiéc nhan to dén thé.

Shifumi an rat it. Thwong co chi an mot dia moén chinh, lén nét phan con
lai vao bung la cong viéc cua Toru.

“Nay, cau no6i chuyén gi nita di.” Shifumi dé nghi, 10i dé nghi thuong
thdy moi khi & bén Toru. “Céi cach cau noéi chuyén that dé thuwong, toan
nhitng 10i hay y dep.”

“L0i hay y dep?” Toru hoi lai.

“That long, va dang tin cdy.” Shifumi dap.

“Cau noi chuyén gi nita di.” Cau n6i dy hai nam tredc Shifumi da tirng
néi vao cai ngay hai nguwdi gap riéng nhau lan dau tién, hom cau dugc maoi
thay me dén udng rugu tai mét quan bar c6 anh dén mo éo.

“Cau tién chi vé nha di chi, r6i chi sé goi taxi cho cdu.” R6i ca hai rao
buéc vé tan khu can ho caa Shifumi.
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“Cho chi nam tay cau nhé? Chi ghét nguwdi dan 6ng nao khong nam tay
chi.” Shifumi lam b0 trong lic di, roi goi dién kéu taxi dén. Vé dén nha
Shifumi, chiéc taxi da cho san, va cau van bi tong vao bang ghé sau cling
v0i t0 muoi ngan yén. Phai nta nam sau do cau méi dugce ddt chan vao
phong khach, noi cé dit bitc twong Quan Am, va phong ngu noi cé chiéc
ban lam bang g6 gu, mot khong gian dwoc trang hoang bdi mau xanh xen
lan mau nau.

Cai ngay ay hai nam trwéc, Shifumi da buwdc vao cudc doi Toru. Du tredc
do, cau chua titng mudn vay.

Vtta xtt ly n6t moén thit ngdbng vdéi nwdc xo6t ngot, Toru vira ké cho
Shifumi nghe vé Koji. Cau ké hom gap ga ¢ Shibuya, va nhiéu chuyén khac
nita. Shifumi ghi nhg hét va ludn t6 ra thich thi nghe cau chuyén vé ngudi
ban chung ctia hai nguwgi. Khong nhitng vay, c bang di la c6 lai nhd.

“Mat cau Koji cé giong nhu loai viegn ngudi khong?”

Shifumi thinh linh budt miéng.

“Vuon nguoi? Khong, giong thé nao dwgc. Mat ciu ta xwong xau lam.”
Toru lung ting dap.

“0, thé khong giong a?” Shifumi n6i, rit ra mot diéu thudc, cham lira roi
bum miéng cwdi, pha khéi sang bén canh. “Thé ma chi c& twéng twong
thanh viegn ngwoi méi chét chi, 1an nao chi cling nghi vay.

“Qua nay hay day! Phai bao cau ta thé méi dugc.” Toru ho héi. Ga Koji
kia nhat dinh sé phat dién 1én cho ma xem.

Nguoi phuc vu dén mai chon doé trang miéng va Shifumi khé lac dau tw
chai.

“Ca phé minh sé uéng ¢ nha!” Cé quyét dinh. Shifumi luén la nhu vay,
moi thir phai ranh mach ro rang.

Vé nguyén tac, nhan vién khong dwgc phép choi ngay ca khi khéng c6
khach. Koji nghi dé6 la diéu hién nhién. Bay rudi toi, khach khita dong loat
rat hét, trong phtt chéc ctra hang tré nén vang lang.

Quan bi-a la mot noi rat thu vi. Hau nhw khong c6 ké kém céi nao dén
day choi. Ké cd nhém hoc sinh hay nhitng cap trung nién, moi ngudi déu
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choc rom rop.

Ban ngay, ga da ngu voi Kimiko. D6 1a mot cudc may mua kéo dai hon
hai tiéng dong ho tai noi dai loai goi la khach san tinh yéu hay lau dai tinh
ai. Ké tr mua hé nam mudi sau tudi, khi trdi qua kinh nghiém dau doi, cho
dén gio ga da nga véi tdm nguwdi. Trong so6 do, Kimiko la tuyét voi hon ca.
Khéng gi c6 thé so sanh bang. Ga khong ro do6 la do hgp nhau hay k§ nang
cta Kimiko hoan hdo, chi biét rang ga da ring dong. Rung dong, chi c6 hai
tlr &y mai dién ta chinh xac cam xuc cda ga.

Kimiko dam mé tat thay nhitng gi thudc vé nit cong gia chanh. C6 van
lwét trén chiéc xe Fiat Panda mau dé dén trung tam hoc nhitng bon budi
mot tuan.

Fiat Panda, Koji cudi tham nhé lai. Chinh chiéc xe mau dé do6 da tao co
hoi dau tién cho hai nguwoi gap go. Bay thang trudce, ga lam thém tai bai do
xe rong thénh thang ctia mot khu chuyén t6 chivc sy kién, nhan trach nhiém
hwéng dan xe vao céc vi tri cu thé nhe E8 hay C6 theo ding hiéu l1énh qua
dién dam ctia mot ngwoi khac ngoi ¢ tram gac.

Vi tri do xe ctia Kimiko nam tit trong goc. C6 loay hoay mai vi ngay
phia treéc la mot chiéc xe to twéng khac. BDanh 1ai may lan song chi biét
ngoi trong xe bat lyc. Sau cung, c6 danh m@& ctta xe r6i nho va véi giong
diéu khong lay gi lam dé chiu cho lam.

“Cau gi oi, danh xe giup toi c6 dugc khong?”

“Xin 16i, d6 khong phai cong viéc cua t6i.” Koji tir choi.

Ngay tit ban dau ga dwgc dan khéng dwgc phép lai xe thay khach.

“Xin cau day.” Kimiko gio mot tay 1én ra vé van vi. “T6i do xe té lam.”

T6i dau can biét chuyén day, thoi di ba chi!

“Chang may to6i ma va quét vdi xe bén canh thi kiéu gi cha lién dgi dén
cau, dung khong?”

“Rat tiéc 1a khong.”

Ga noi cting. Mit Kimiko buon thiu.

“Thoi dugce r6i,” cau ndi sau khi dung dién dam trao doi véi ngudi bao
vé va nhan 1énh dwgc phép do xe ho.
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“Cong toi lam dat lam day.” Vira danh xe, Koji vira néi. “Chang ai lam
khong cong bao gio dau.”

Viéc tan tinh phu nit c6 chong that dé. Tt bay gio ga van cho phu nit la
nhw vay. Ho ludn khat khao, nhitng niém vui tham kin, tach biét khoi cudc
song thwong ngay. Ga thudc long nhitng gi Kimiko dang theo hoc. Kimiko
néi rang, cad cam hoa va tra dao c6 déu da hoc vGi kha nang cao nhat c6 thé.
Hién tai dang mé man vd&i diéu nhdy Flamenco. Ngoai ra con hoc néu an,
hoc tiéng phap, va hém nay la Yoga.

L&p Yoga nam & Ebisu nén ca hai vao khach san gan day.

Kimiko mdc do6 16t den. Co gay dén mitc moi khi 6m, Koji thady nhw
cham vao dén tan xuwong swon, song c6 ludn tw hao rang do la thanh qua ma
diéu Flamenco da dem lai. Chan tay Kimiko déo dai v6i nhitng mui co nho
xinh xan, trai ngugc la ban tay kha to ban ma c6 bdo né khién co6 cam thay
tu ti tir hoi nho.

Koji thich ban tay ay. N6 am khi & trén giwvong du binh thwdong thi lanh
gid. N6 vuot ve lan da cau bang nhitng chuyén dong tinh quai. Va né mang
dén cho gi cam giac ngot ngao chay bong moi khi né trwdn xudng phia
dudi, mon trén diu dang.

Thi thodng, ga lai rén ri xem c6 muon nhv thé nao thi hon. Va tir phia
dwéi, Kimiko chi ngang dau 1én bao: “Trat tu!”

Co thé Kimiko nhdy cam dén la thwong, n6 don nhan tirng cit dong cta
gd voi niém hanh phic 16n lao. Mot hoi thd nhe pha vao lan da cling du
khién c6 run rdy. Song, nu hon cé néng nhiét dén dau ciing van lan chwa du.
Kimiko qudp chat 1ay ga, r6i xoay ngudi, ap ca hai ban tay 1én ma ga nhw
muon doi hoi nhiéu hon thé. Cho hai than thé hoa quyén vao nhau.

Kimiko la ngudi day cho ga hiéu rang, cum ttr “lién tu bat tan” khong chi
dung trong nhitng cudc cadi va.

Nhitng cudc &i an vGi Kimiko twdng chirng khéng cé hoi két. N6 nhw
nhitng con séng dang khat khao s6 bd, cudn trao cho dén khi Kimiko rén ri
tham thiét chdp nhan phan thua vé minh.

Vi Koji, khi tro chuyén binh thuong, gia du nhuw véi Yuri thi ga budc
phai nghi vé Yuri. Mu6n nghi dén cac c6 gai dé thwong khac cling khong
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dugc, dau sao Yuri la Yuri nén ga khong gap phai van dé gi to tat. (Mat Yuri
long lanh méi khi tré chuyén, giong diéu pha chit nling niu nhw khién c6 tw
duy linh hoat hon, va ngon tr cit thé ao ra theo nhitng hwéng ga khong thé
twong twgng noi.) Nhung, néu la tinh duc thi v6i Yuri cling giong bao c6
gai dé thuong khac. Con véi Kimiko 1a mot sy khac biét. Ga nghiém rang,
dé 1a thit chi c6 thé hinh thanh gitta ga va Kimiko. Nhitng xtic cdm chi c6
hai nguoi mai tao ra dugc.

“Ham hoc thé.”

Tiéng nodi cua cau ban dong nghiép kéo Koji trd vé thuc tai. Ga chang hé
dé mat téi cuon Luat thwong mai — mon sé thi vao tuan sau — dang mad ra
dat trén dui.

“Nay, sap dén gio khach dén ro6i day.”

“U nhi.”

Quan bi-a nam giita khu pho van vang vé, vai nhan vién mac dong phuc
mau den dang ditng twa vao quay bar tan gau.

Gitta dém khuya, me Toru say khuét tré vé Itic cau dang ngoi doc sach.

“Nay chi Yoko, vé dén nha chi r6i day.”

“Giay kia, cgi giay ra da chi Yoko.”

“Kho chwa kia.”

Tiéng phu nit lao xao.

Toru tdc lwdi ditng day. Cau nghe tiéng buwdc chan 1én phong, tiéng loet
quet dudi san bép.

“Da, lam phién cac c6 qua a.” Koji ra hanh lang chao. Me cau dang ditng
om chau rtra trong bép.

“Toru day a, con di dau mai thé.” Ba quay lai, giong c6 phan cau kinh.

“Cai gi ma di dau cht, vira gap budi sang day théi.”

Cau vao bép, 1y chai nwdc khoang trong ti lanh rot ra coc.

“Say qua.” Ba théu thao.

“Nhin la dua biét roi.”

Trong ltic d6, dam phu nit van huyén nao dang sau lung. Nao la chi Yoko
cO con trai that tam ly. Nao la can nha nay that tuyét voi lam sao. Da dé ho
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béng nhay lén vi regu. Nhitng cap moi budc ngwoi ta phai nghi rang trude
dé da duogc boi chat 1én day cop - chac chan la qua mic can thiét — nhoe
nhoét vi do an thirc uéng. Mui cac loai nwdc hoa quyén lan véi mui co thé
ho.

Me cau muon cho cau biét phu nit tudi trung nién la nhw thé nao khi Toru
bang quo noi rang thich ho.

“Me udng may chai thé?”

Ba thich uéng rwou vang, tham chi tuyén bé thang thirng rang doi nay
ma thiéu rugu vang thi chét di con hon.

“Xin 16i cac c6. Lam phién cac c6 qua.”

Quay sang phia mdy ba sén son, Toru néi. Y ring: “Nay, cic mg vé di
cho t6i nho!” Song cau khong biét phai dién dat lam sao cho ho hiéu.

“Cai 1t & dai hoc ding la bon song gap.”

Koji phan nan qua dién thoai. Mot budi trra trdi trong xanh, anh nang
ngap tran khap phong khach nha Toru.

“Lic nao ching né ciling nghi rang, néu khong phéi bay gio thi chang
bao gio cé thé vui vé dugc.”

Cau thich Koji t* xwa v6i nhitng phat ngon kiéu nhw vay. Nhitng phat
ngon day cam xuc. Ga san sang dau tim thuc sy véi nhitng chuyén cta
nguoi dung nudce la.

“Biét lam sao, doi né thé.” Toru cuwdi dap.” Cling cé ngwdi no nguoi
kia.”

Cau lién twédng dén gwong mat ctia vai nguwdi ban, trong do co thang sang
sang van nhay day tap thé duc, thang lai khong thé an trira néu thiéu bon
con gai ngoi cung.

“Ai chang biét thé.”

“Dep ba céi chuyén 4y di, gan day cau thé nao?”

Toru nhin dong ho. Ba gid bon muoi phit chiéu. Sap dén gio Shifumi goi
dien.

“T@ cling kha tat bat. T¢ xin lam thém mét cho nita vao ky nghi dong.”

“Hay day, viéc gi thé?”
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Vra 16i, Shifumi cé khuyén cau thi thodng nén nghe nhac, c6 ay con ké
rang con gai ban co 4y biét choi dan piano.

“Lam bo phan nha kho ctia mot trung tam thwong mai.”

“Vat day.”

Shifumi thich Bach. Déi khi ciu cling dugc nghe khi dén choi.

“A, tudn trudc t§ vira di trueot tuyét véi Yuri.”

“Thé co a.”

“Tuan sau td lai di v4i hoi 6 cho lam thém.”

“Thé nita co a.”

“Ma ciing sip dén ky Giang sinh nita, Oi viéc phai lam.”

Tw khi nao nhi? Tt khi nao minh c* mién man nghi vé Shifumi khi néi
chuyén véi Koji nhw thé nay?

“Cau thi sao? Dao nay ban khong?”

“Khong,” Toru lai nhin dong h6. Pa ba gio bon mwoi lam phut. “Té thi
chdang ban biu gi lam. Du gi cling dang giita ky nghi dong.”

“Thé hang ngay cau lam cai gi?”

“... Pboc sach.”

Poc sach la mot trong nhitng sé thich chung it 6i v&i Shifumi.

“A, gan day c6 di xem béng 16.”

“Bong 1o a? Sao lai bong r6?”

“... Thi t6 duvgc nguwoi ta moi di.”

Moi ngudi van thudng truy héi ly do. Kep 6ng nghe trén c6, Toru bat bép
dun nudc.

“Pang nao chang bi loai ngay vong dau.”

Treong Toru chwa bao gio n6i danh vé thé thao.

“Con gi nita nhi? A diing 10, t6 c6 di day gia s, tudn hai budi, thé thoi.”

Cau lam gia sw mo6n Tiéng Anh va Toan cho mot nhém hoc sinh cap hai
tir mOt nam trwoce.

“Cau c6 vé ranh roi thé.”

“U, ciing ranh rdi.”

Toru doc goi bot ca phé hoa tan ra coc réi cham nuwéc s6i. Chang may
choc, mui ca phé boc 1én thom phtic.
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“Shifumi cua cau c6 khoe khong?”

“A...” Toru nhdp mot ngum ca phé. Lan thi? ba ciu lai liéc dong hd. Cau
khong mubn néi vé Shifumi, dau c6 noéi thi Koji - ké cht y chon phu nit
tudi trung nién va thich thich thi véi diéu dé — cling chang thé nao hiéu noi.

“Néi di xem nao.” Koji n6i. “Lam gi ma khé tinh thé.”

Toru thdy ngot ngat.

“T6¢ khong thich néi vé co ay.”

“Tail sao?”

“Chang tai sao ca.”

Tinh yéu khong phai thit ta c6 thé cam cwong ma la thit ta dam chim
trong do.

Shifumi da day cho cau diéu nay. Mot khi da dam chim thi moi thit cham
dut, chuyén thoat ra kho nhu 1én troi.

“Thoi dugc, thoi duge, khong noi thi théi,” Koji chan nan lau bau. “Té
goi sau vay.”

“Ok.” Toru dap r6i dap may.

Sap roi. Bon gio chiéu. Sap dén gio Shifumi goi dién. Toru ngoi bé goi,
chong cam 1én dau g6i, nham mat doi cho.

Vira dap may xong, Koji da lan kénh ra giwong.

“Thap Tokyo?”

“U, t6 thdy thich né.”

Hoi trudc, ga on thi kha cham chi va da dau tredng cap Ba. Sau khi quen
dan véi viéc di tau dén treong cling nhu quen vGi cac tiét hoc thi ga bat dau
coi thwong, rang truong diém ma chi thé thoi sao. Ciling tit dao ay, thi
thodng, ga lai di vé cung Toru.

Méi dau ga nghi Toru c6 van dé vé dau oc.

Vi ga, noi nhu Thap Tokyo chi danh cho hoc sinh nha qué leo 1én trong
nhitng chuyén di tham quan trwdc khi ra trudng. Nam nay cling nhu thoi
gian trudc do, ban than ga chwa mét lan di 1én.

“Con gi nita khong?” Litng thitng 1€ doi giay thé thao, ga héi tiép:
“Ngoai ra, cau con thich cai gi nita?”
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Toru nghi mot lic 1au r6i dap: “Té chang thich thit gi khac. Chang cé gi
khac ma té thich hay ghét dén mitc dang noi ca.”

Pung la ham hap, Koji nghi lai va ty khang dinh thém mot lan nita.

Toru ban tinh hién lanh. Dwdng nhu chang thay cau ta byc doc, mang mé
ai bao gio, tham chi ngwgc lai, cd khi van may ti trén trdi roi xuong cling
khong thay cau ta biéu 16 niém vui tdt dinh ra bén ngoai.

Koji vung day, di rira mat r6i 14y tay vu6t keo chinh lai kiéu téc. T6i nay
ga lai di lam thém & quan bi-a. Mu6n song vui vé trén doi thi can phai co
tién. Song ma khoéng vui vé thi cudc doi chang nghia ly gi.

Koji soi gwong. M6t khuén mat day sttc song. Khong té. Nwdc da ngam
den, Khong can phdi dén salon lam rdm nang. May nita la mat mdi cling
gon gang.

“Cau yéu ban than qua day.”

Ga c6 cam giac nhu nghe thdy tiéng Kimiko. D6i khi lam nguwoi khac
phai phat ro 1én day.

Thinh thodng Kimiko lai néi nhitng cau khong lay gi lam hoa my. Co
con bdo néu ga cit & bén canh o sé bi lay mat, song diéu d6 chi lam Koji
thich thu them.

Ta tha phu ngudi chit khong dé nguwdi phu ta, do 1a diéu bat di bat dich.

Pitng trvdec guwong, Koji hit cam 1én xudng, vudt lai mdy lon téc trén
dinh dau.

“Hoan hédo!” Ga ty dac roi véi lay chiéc do, khoac 1én nguoi.
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CHUONG 4

Cha Toru van quan vai nhung va do len mac bén ngoai so mi ké ca ro.

“Vao dai hoc van dat loai wu chi¢ con?”

Ong héi rat ky cuc.

“Rat tiéc la khong bo a.” Toru dap.

Mui nwéc dung day 1én tir miéng ct cai Toru vira dung diia xé lam doi.

“Nhung cling khong dén noi bi lvu ban.”

Hoa hodn lam cidu méi gdp ong. Cé gap di chang nita thi cho tGi thoi
diém nay, khong nhitng chwa bao gid ban luan vé qua trinh hoc hanh, 6ng
cling chwa tirng dé cap dén nhitng chuyén riéng nhw c6 ngudi yéu chua, hay
c6 ban be méi nao khong. Cau ciling chwa hé bong gio xin tién, tham chi hai
bd con ciling chwa ng6i uéng rwgu vGi nhau dén tan khuya bao gio. Tuy
nhién, néu 6ng néi mudn gap & dau la cau ra ngay. Lan nay ong ru cau di an
Oden.

“Me c6 khoe khong?” Ong hoi nhw thuwong 18.

“Van khoe a.” Toru tra 10i nhw moi khi. “C6 vé ban, dao nay con hay di
cong tac.”

Cha Toru cwoi nhan nhé khi nghe cau ké thém rang ba van thé, dot vira
roi lai say xin.

Khong biét vg hai cia bé c6 nghién rwgu khong nhi? Toru tham nghi.
Nghe néi ba ay bang tudi, hién dang lam viéc tai thw vién. C6 1€ ba ay la
mot nguwoi vo tot.

Thyc ra Toru chang thay diéu dy co lién quan gi dén minh. Cau khong
muon dinh dang dén. Béi gio day cau da tim thdy cudc song cua riéng
minh. Cai toi khi & cung cha, cai toi khi & cung me va cai toi khi & cung
Koji la nhitng cai toi rieng 1é. Co 1é no lién quan t6i viéc cau phat hién ra
rang nhitng khodng thoi gian & nha va khi & truong 1a hoan toan khac biét.
Va ca nhitng phut giay bén Shifumi.

Lan dau tién Toru phat hién ra mét céi to6i cia minh khong thudc han vé
noi nao. Cau lay lam thich tht va cho rang dang ra né phai la céi t6i von c6
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ctia minh tr khi md&i sinh ra. Hoan toan ty do va tran tré hanh phic. Cai toi
ay ton tai dwoc la nho c6 Shifumi.

Tuan tredce cau va Shifumi cung dén dy budi hoa nhac cua con gai mot
nguwoi ban theo nhw 10i c6 ay noi. C6 gai thwdt tha trong bo dam dai mau
xanh nuwdc bién, choi Chopin, Schuman va ca Liszt.

Su6t quang thoi gian nghe nhac, l1ong cau nhw c6 Itra dot, ngon Itra am i
chay bén trong bo vest dwgc khen rat hgp ngay lic gap lai sanh chd, chi
chye bung thiéu dot Shifumi.

Sanh vai bén Shifumi buwéc gitta dong nguwdi tap nap hwéng dén quan bar
sau khi két thiic bu6i hoa nhac, cau van thay trong minh ngap tran tiéng
piano. Pén tén ban nhac cdu con chang biét, viy ma tirng ndt nhac vira
nghe nhu bién thanh nhitng thuc thé song dong, trong vat, nhdy muia khap
toan than. Pep dén mé hon.

Ct ¢ bén Shifumi, thé nao cdu cling tré nén nhw vay.

Gia du nhw khi dn d6 Y, tir dinh dau dén tirng ngén chan, tham chi dén
titng chan to ké téc déu mang y nghi vé do dn Y. Van dé & ddy khong phai
1a s6 lwgng ma la & do thuan khiét.

Néu la nghe nhac, ngay lap titc am nhac dang 1én ngdp tran co thé, khién
cau khong thé nghi dén bat c@ mot diéu gi khac.

“Buoi biéu dién that tuyét voi!” Shifumi néi. Pén Iic nay Toru méi thue
s cam nhan dugc. Cau thidy hay khong phai nhd kha nang ctia nhac cong
ma chinh la nho Shifumi. Ty lic nao Toru da dwa minh trdi theo con séng
Shifumi.

“Koji gan day thé nao?” Cha Toru héi.

Ban cua Toru, 6ng chi nhé dwgc dén vén ven hai nguwdi. Ngoai Toru la
Tacchan cung song trong khu chung cuw hoi con hoc cdp Mot. Ban than Toru
cling chang nh¢é gi nhiéu hon cha cau nhg.

“Van khoe a.”

Toru dap giong nhw khi dugc hoi vé me.

“Cau dy di lam thém da th, ty than van dong.”

“Ty than van dong a.”
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B6 Toru nhac lai c6 vé thich thd, wc mot hoi can ly reegu r6i lai tu tay rot
day.

“Cau ta hoc chuyéen nganh y?”

“Kinh t& a.”

“Cha, kinh té co day.”

Cha Kaoji la bac si da khoa hanh nghé doc lap. Anh cad Koji hon cau ta
tam tudi, hién da theo con dwong cia cha minh.

“Dao nay co hay gdp no khong?”

“Thi thodng.”

Toru gap m6t miéng trirng cho vao miéng. Twr xwa cau da biét cha cau rat
yéu quy ban bé, tir nhitng moi quan hé héi con hoc dai hoc cho dén héi cau
ca. Cong ty hién gio cling la hop tac cung v&i may chién hitu. Vé ban chat,
ong la mot ngwoi rat coi trong tinh ban.

Cau chuyén nhw thé nay trudc kia luén lam Toru chan ngan. Cau huap
mon tritng con dang nong hoi hoi réi cham rai thudng thirc vi bia trugt qua
c6 hong. Ban than Toru khong phdi la ké cé nhiéu be ban, nén tir nhé, cau
rat di ing khi c6 ai ci¥ néi xa ndi gan vé tam quan trong cta tinh ban.

To6i nay, Toru khong thdy byc boi chit nao. Tat nhién cdu khong cé y
dinh ké vé Shifumi, song Toru dam chac rang chinh y thitc vé Shifumi da
khién cau thay long minh thanh thoi, thanh thoi véi y nghia cau la mot thuc
thé binh dang véi cha cau.

R0&i quan bar sau khi 1am vai y, cau di cung Shifumi vé dén tan nha.

“Nhitng n6t nhac c6 con nhay mua trong cau khong day?”

“Chuing van dang lam loan & day nay.” Toru dap.

“Vay thi khong can nghe nhac nita.” Shifumi cuoi.

Khoang khong trong can phong tinh 1ang, phia ngoai la thanh pho Tokyo
vé dém trai rong véi mudn van anh den lung linh. Shifumi bao khéng c6
thoi quen kéo rem ngay ca ban dem, duong nhién ngoai triv phong ngu.

“L1c nao cau muon, chi sé goi taxi cho cau.”

Shifumi vira dit 101 da bi Toru khéa chat moi.

Thanh toan xong, hai cha con Toru roi ctra hang.

“Gio sao? Con vé ludn théi chi?”
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“Vang, con vé thoi.”

Khu pho Ginza vao thoi khac thang Mudi hai. Doc duong ra ga, cha
Toru tat vao may ban tw dong mua thudc 1a.

“Cho bo gtri 10i héi tham me.”

“Vang.”

Vao tan ctra soat vé, hai bd con mdi chia tay.

Ho6i cau mdi bat dau gap riéng Shifumi, me cau da tirng cat van: “Nay,
con dang hen ho véi Shifumi ddy ha?” Ba noi tir hen ho c& nhu thé nam rd
nhitng gi an chita trong d6. Ngay ca viéc gap g& ¢ dau, an gi va cau lén taxi
veé tir cho nao.

“Shifumi khen con rét lich 1am. Co6 ay cting kha thu vi day ch&?”

Do 1a lan duy nhét Toru thady am c vGi viéc lam ctia Shifumi.

“Chi xin 16i nhé.” Shifumi ling ting m& 16i khi hai ngwoi gap lai nhau
sau do. “Nhung gidu giém thi cling ky lam.”

Toru yén ldng. Cau chang nghi ra ly do gi dé can van, va lai do cling la
viéc cue chang da.

“Chang phai cit gidu giém mai thi nghia la nhitng gi minh dang lam la
xau xa u?”

Qua vay. Cang nghe Shifumi néi, cdu cang thay viéc noi ra la tat yéu.

“Ctt bdo me cau la thi thodng minh gap nhau thé thoi.”

Toru chang c6 ly do gi phan doi y kién dé.

Néu la bay gio, Toru tham nghi trong lic budc trén con doc thoai thodi
sau khi xuéng ga Kamiya. Néu la bay gio do c6 dy dam bao cédo nhat ct
nhat dong nhu thé. Chang 1€ lai néi rang thi thodng em van gap cau ay, thi
thodng con ngu v4i cu ay nita.

Pém dong gia lanh. Hoi thd pha ra nhitng lan khoi trang. Leo 1én gitta
nhitng con doc nay, ngoanh lai la nhin thay thap Tokyo, ngay chinh dién.
Trong dém, dai dén sang chay theo vién thap khién ngudi xem ngd nhu ban
than n6 dang tda sang, strng sitng chia thang vao man dém.

Vé nha van chwa thdy me dau, Toru di tam roi 16i sita twoi ra uéng. Do la
d6 uong khoai khau ctia cau, khong can cho dwong ma udéng vao van cam
nhan dvgc vi ngot bui.
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Ho6i nho, ké ca & nha lan khi dén treong déu duge khuyén cado nén uéng
stta moOt cach thai qud, rang uong nhiéu sita méi 16n 1én dwgc. Khi 16n 1én
roi thi chang ai da dong dén nita, chang 1€ d6 la do moi nguwdi nghi minh da
da 16n r6i chang? Thé nén chang can uong sita nita? Khong hiéu sao, cau
cam thdy viéc nay that ky quai.

Pong ho chi muwoi mot gio ba muoi phit. Toru quyét dinh viét cho xong
mot bai bao cao trong ky nghi mua dong, cau chui vao phong va déng ctra
lai.

Pém giao thtra, Toru loanh quanh trong phong ltic chd me ciu sap dat
moi thiz. Cau ngbi nghe Suzanne Vega va gié xem cudn sach anh “Chéan
dung Dai Luc” vé dat nwéc va con ngwoi Trung Quoc.

Cau c6 ca thady bon tap sach anh. Mot tap Shifumi gii tang con ba tap la
cau ty mua, trong do c6 hai tdp mua tai chinh ctta hang ctia Shifumi, tap
con lai mua tai hiéu sach ngoai van trong mot lan di choi cung.

Ca bén cuon Toru s& hitu cling c6 mat trén gia sach nha Shifumi, tham
chi cau nam r6 vi tri cia chiing & dau.

Mot trong nhitng sd thich ctia Shifumi 1a ngam anh, theo nhw ¢6 noéi, dnh
thuwe hon tranh vé.

Co6 lan Shifumi ra cau di xem mot trién 1am anh cd nhan. Mot galllery
kha nhd, hom do6 ngoai hai ngudi, chi c6 duing mot khach vao xem. C6 vé
da than quen véi tay nhiép anh, Shifumi dit hai tay 1én vai lao ta, rwén
nguwoi cham ma, chao hoi nhw kiéu ngudi ngoai quoc khién lao ta hoi lung
tung du van khéo 1éo khé 6m lay hai vai dap 1é. Khoanh khac ay, dot nhién
ngon lra ghen tudng trong Toru bung chdy, nhung khong phéi vi moéi quan
hé hay sy dung cham giita hai nguwdi, ma cau phat ghen véi tu6i tac cta lao
nhiép anh gia ay. Gay go, da sam nang, t6c hoa ram. Han lao biét vé mot
Shifumi ma minh chwa biét, va c6 1& vinh vién khong thé nao biét duoc. Y
nghi do6 khién Toru s6i mau.

“Toru!” Cau nghe tiéng me giuc tr phia hanh lang. “Bi théi khong mudn
mat!”
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Bo6n hom triede, Shifumi goi dién bao t6 chitc tiéc tién nam cii vao dém
giao thtta va muon moi cau dén du.

“Chi gtti thiép moi cho me cau réi day, me ciau bao chac chan sé dén.
Trong thiép c6 ghi mdi cau di cung, thé me cau cé ndi gi khéng?”

Toru it nhiéu khong hai long véi kiéu mai vong vo ay, song xét cho cung
cling chang con cach nao khac. Gap dwgc nhau mdi la diéu quan trong nhat.

“T6i giao thtra?”

“U, chi mdi khodng mudi, mudi 1dm ngudi ban than. Coi nhw bita tiéc
than mat thoi. H6i xwa ndm nao cling t6 chitc nhung dao nay ca chi lan
Assano déu ban, lan t6 chitc cudi cung cach day da kha 1au roi.”

Shifumi n6i xem chitng hao hitng lam.

Asano, la ho ctia chong Shifumi. BPwong nhién, gio Shifumi cling mang
ho ay.

“T6i dén co sao khong nhi?” Toru td vé ngan ngai.

“Chi moi cau co ma.” Shifumi khé dap.

Me cau chwa noi gi véi cau ca.

“Cau c bdo me cau rang chi maoi la dwgc thoi.”

“U c6 1& vay.” Toru dap.

Xuodng taxi, me Toru di trwdc, cau budc theo sau. Cau bi me bat 6m trén
tay mot b6 hoa twoi kha 16n, mau dé tham.

“Lat me c6 viéc phai vé trede.” Ba noi khi budc vao thang may.

“Con ¢ lai thi cling dirng mudn qua day.”

Thang may dirng lai khi 1én dén tang thugng.

“Kiéu gi me cling phdi ghé qua nha & Suginami.”

Nha ¢ Suginami la nha ngoai Toru.

“Con biét r6i.” Toru tra 10i.

Bita tiéc than mat da bat dau. Shifumi von thich kiéu anh sang gian tiép
nén can phong chat nich ngwdi cé cdm giac hoi mao toi.

“Chi Yoko! Rat mirng chi da dén.”

Shifumi chao me Toru tredc réi quay sang cau mim cuwdi. Nu cwoi ay chi
dién ra trong mot khoanh khac, vé cam dén lanh lung. Toru thay d6 khong

https://thuviensach.vn



phai la Shifumi ma cdu hang biét. Shifumi van 6m bé hoa nhan tir tay cau
di tro chuyén v6i nhitng vi khach khac.

Can phong rong rai da tré nén chat chdi vi qua dong nguoi. Trén quay
bar di dong — nha nay khong cé cai gi dugc goi la ban — bay may chai rugu
vang, ca hoi hun khoi, vGi banh ngot va hoa qua. Toru budt miéng cudi.
Pring la ngwdi ngai bép nic. May la da qua gio bita toi.

Cau chi biét mat ding hai nhan vién nit & ctta hang ctia Shifumi. Me cau
cam ly rwgu vang, ding tro chuyén rom rd v6i may nguoi cau chuwa tirng
gap mat.

Cau muon phan biét mui cia can phong nay. Thit mui dang sau mui nwdc
hoa, hoi nguoi, mui hwong toa ra tww nhitng déa hoa ly 16n cam trong binh.

Chi thodng qua cau da biét ai la Asano. Cau da tirng xem anh, va lai
trong Shifumi khac han khi & bén canh 6ng ta, ltic ghé tai thi tham, khi lai
nhd cam ho ly ruou.

“Xin mo&i!” M6t phu ni mang dén mot ly regu vang mai Toru.

“Cam on chi!”

“Cau la con trai chi Yoko dung khong?” Nguwoi phu nit d6 nhoén miéng
CUOi.

Dring ltic dy, bitc tvgng Quan Am lot vao tAm mét Toru. Liic nao né ciing
ndi bat, vday ma hom nay chim nghim gitta dam dong. V&i bon canh tay
thanh thoét, birc twgng anh 1én mét mau vang sam.Toru cam giac no la
bang hitu ctia minh.

Lam ti pho mat vay, cau nghi vay va tién dén gan phia quay bay nhitng
chiéc dia 16n.

“Co phai cau la Toru khong nhi?”

Nghe goi, quay lai cau thady Asano ditng d6. Ngac nhién nhung khong
mdy may dao dong, tham chi cau con thady minh diém tinh la lung.

“Vang.” Toru tra 1oi.

“Xin ty gidi thiéu, to6i 1a Asano.” Nguwoi dé 1én tiéng. “Toi cd nghe
Shifumi ké vé cau. Cam on cau thi thodng dén chai cho vg t6i d& buon.”

Asano van quan jean, 4o so mi xanh da trgi, bén ngoai la chiéc do khoac
mau tim than. Khong cao lam song trong 6ng td ra kha bé vé. Nghe noi 6ng

https://thuviensach.vn



ta lam cong viéc gi do lién quan dén quang céo.

“Cau van dang la sinh vién?”

“Vang.” Toru tra 101, nhap mot ngum rwgu vang.

“Nhitng cho thé nay that nham chéan phai khéng.”

Toru im ldng, d6 khong phai la mot cau hoi.

“Noi vay thoi, xin moi cau c® ty nhien nhé!”

Assano khé noi vdi giong lich thiép.

Shifumi van ditng & xa, ct nhw thé khong c6 ai la Toru ton tai & day ca.
RO rang moi thit khong thé néi la dé chiu. Ba mwoi phut sau, phat ngan véi
moi do an thitc uéng, cau lang 1€ ra ditng twa vao ctra s6 kinh lanh buot.
Nhung cau khong thay bita tiéc nay nham chan, ding hon la khong cé thi
gio dé thdy nham chan.

Shifumi van dang vui vé.

“Chi yéu cudc song nay cua chi.” Chang nhd c6 dy da noéi thé khi nao.
“Khong han la n6 hanh phiic dén nhwong dy, nhung, hanh phic hay khong
cling chang phai la diéu gi qua to tat.”

Hanh phic hay khéng cling chang phai la diéu gi qua to tat. Thé c6 nghia
la sao? Khi dy Toru khéng hiéu, nhung gio day cau cé cam gidc nhw da vo
18. Néu Shifumi c6 mang dén cho cau diéu bat hanh nao thi né ciing dang
gia hon tdt thady nhitng niém hanh phtic khac.

Muoi mot gid nam muoi lam phat. Moi nguwoi duge moi mot ly
Champagne. Thoi khac giao thira da diém. Tiéng nhac tam ngung, radio
dwgc bat 1én thay cho tiéng chudng bao thdi gian. Moi nguwdi da no say.
Toru dwa mat tim me cau dé chac rang ba khong qua say.

“Khoe khong?”

Giong néi cau van hang mong nhé vang 1én bén tai. Gigng n6i day nhg
nhung va chat chita bao diéu bi an... Tiéng dém nguwgc thdi gian bat dau.

“Chic mirng nam mdi!” Khap noi vang lén tiéng moi nguwdi chic tung va
cung ly. Tiéng nhac lai n6i 1én, c6 tiéng ndi cda ai do that la lam.

Shifumi dén cung ly véi Toru trudce tién. Chi la mot khoanh khac nhung
ding la mot niém hanh phic chi khong phai bat ¢t thit gi khac bat chgt ao
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dén, khién Toru quén ca viéc nhap méi ly Champagne. Vay la hai ngudi lai
cO thém mot bi mat. Mot bi mat nho nho nhung ngot ngao.

Asano dang phat biéu gi do, dai dé la cAm on moi nguwdi da dén du tiéc
chia vui.

Chang hiéu ty lic nao, Shifumi da ding ké bén chong. Than nhién nhw
thé c6 van ¢ d6 ngay tir nhitng phut ban dau.

“Chuc mung nam mai!” Me cau di tdi, khé nang ly chic mung. Toru
cling dap lai. Trong lic dy, cau nhan ra niém hanh phic vira méi day thoi
da khong con dau vét.
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CHUONG 5

Kimiko ding la do quy.

Koji nht tham trong khi ngam nghia cai hong thon nhé ma tron tria min
mang dén mic kho tin cia ngwoi dan ba dang cudi 1én minh.

“O tu thé nay nhin thich qua.” Nhin xuéng Koji & phia dudi, Kimiko noi.

Nhin tr dudi 1én, gd cam giac bau nguc Kimiko von nhé bong trd nén
day dan hon.

Kimiko dung la d6 quy.

“Pung mot tiéng théi day!”

M¢éi day thoi, Kimiko vira ra diéu kién nhu vay véi Koji. Ngay tr gitta
lic Koji dang lam tdt ca nhitng gi c6 thich: chan 16ng chan, mdt tay man mé
bau v, Iwdi mon man vung dai tai roi rét vao dé nhirng 10i c6 canh.

Kimiko cham cham dat than minh Ién nguwdi Koji. SGu dén mitc cham ca
xwong cut vao bung ga. Ga thay that am 4p lam sao.

“Cau tuyét lam!” Giong Kimiko ham chita mot nu cuwdi. Boi khi c6 bat
cuoi thanh tiéng ngay khi & trén giwong, ay la dau hiéu cuaa sy théa man.

“Nay, cau ra nhiéu dén mitc khong con chd chiva noi roi, chét mat”

Vén toc ngang mat lén, Kimiko nhin ga cham chu. Lic lam chuyén Aay,
chang mdy khi Kimiko nham mat.

G4 van rén lén nhv thuong 1é xem ¢6 mudn nhu thé nao thi hon.

Kimiko ding la dé quy.

Pang swéng mé toi thé nay ma mot tiéng nira lai cuéng lén di vé, cit lam
nhw la mot nguwdi vo mau muc khong bang.

“Chi la m6t ngwoi vg mau mue chit cau twdng a!”

Hinh nhw c6 lan c6 da noi vay. Co 1€ tir hoi chwa quen nhau dwgc bao lau
tai mot quan gidi khat nao d6 ma gia mot coc ca phé chi khoang tam tram
yén.

“Chang phai tu kiéu dau, véi viéc nha thi chi la ngudi hoan hdo.”

Kimiko mac quan jean va chiéc do hai day sac so.

“Hoan hao?”
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“Chong chi khong bao gid tuw chon caravat cho minh, dén 1ay bia trong ta
lanh ra cling khong noét.”

“Cha, ct nhu l1a 6ng twéng thé ha?”

Ga budng 106i tréu choc khién Kimiko cudi khic khich.

“Khong phai la ong twéng, ma la ong vo tich sy.”

“Sao lai vo tich su...”

Troi nong chdy md. Ga chon ca phé da, con Kimiko thi uéng tra da ma
trong nhv pha toan stra.

“Khong, khong phai theo nghia xau dau nhé.”

“Ttc 1a cang vo tich sy lai cang tot?”

Kimiko gat dau.

“Vi chi khong muo6n anh dy dong chan dong tay vao bat c thiv gi.”

“Ttc la c® nhw con ong can man lam viéc kiém tién la dugc chi gi?”

Kimiko khong tré 10i, lo dang nhin ra phia ctta sé.

“Budc anh dy phdi nghi rang khong cé chi thi sé khong lam néi cai gi.
Khong cé chi, anh dy sé phdi khén don. Bon gian thé thoi. Thé la thanh 6ng
v0 tich si ngay. Ma biét dau truéc kia da thé r6i.”

Lic &y, chang hiéu sao cang nghe ga cang thdy thwong hai Kimiko.
Khong can biét thuyc té 6ng ta cé vo tich sy hay khong nhuwng trong long ga
x0t xa thay cho co.

Pung nhw 101 hita, cudc vui tan sau mot gio dong ho, ca hai rdi khach san
bang xe cua Kimiko, sau d6 ga xuong & ga Ebisu. Nhin theo chiéu Fiat
Panda mau doé luwét di, Koji rat thuoc ra cham Ia.

Dao nay ca hai déu ban bju nén mot thang réi méi gap duwgc nhau. Ga
cling khong biét dén bao gid dwgc gap lai nita. Thang Hai. Bau trdi xanh
ngat ma khong khi lanh buét dén cat da cat thit.

Koji thich phu nit tudi trung nién la c6 ly do cia ga. D6 tuyét nhién
khong giong nhu nhitng gi Toru tirng dwa ra, la co thé dan ba, 1a x6ng xénh
vi ho c6 lam tién hon 1{i con gai bang tudi, la dé gdy chd y khi di cung
nhau, 1a khong bi hoi han truy xét xem twong lai r6i sé ra sao. Ly do thuc
s don gidn hon thé rat nhiéu.
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Phu ni? trung nién suy nghi rat hon nhién.

Ga duc ra két luan dy trong may nam vira qua. Thuc té thi ga cling chi
md&i choi boi v6i ba nguwdi, nhung ¢ nhin la biét ngay, ti du nhw ba chi
quen & trung tam thwong mai chdé lam thém, hay chi dau twong lai, roi mot
c6 c6 chong ngay sat nha, toc nhudom xanh nhuém do hay dan ché di dao.
Phu ni* cang 16n tudi, suy nghi cang hon nhién.

Vi Koji, c6 thé xem do 1a diém mau chot ctia moi van dé. Coé tuyét diéu
hon su hon nhién, ban tinh san c6 cia dan ba co chi.

Atsuko la doi twgng hon tudi dau tién cta ga. Thudc mau phu nit cta gia
dinh nén lan nao gap, co ciing thap tha thap thom. C6 véi chong va con gai,
ba ngudi song tai mot can hd c6 ban cong tang thwgng, mua trd gop hai
mUoi nam.

Atsuko voc nguwdi nhé nhan, khuén mat phtic hau, dep hon ca con géi.
Ga cit ca tung vé dep ay la c6 lai do mat then thung. Song, diéu khién
Atsuko sung swéng nhat phdai la an nhitng moén ty tay c6 ndu. Atsuko rat
thong thao viéc bép nic. Nhung thoi diém do, co hay phan nan rang gan
day ca chong lan con chang ai chiu an com nha.

V6i Atsuko, nha c6 la diém hen duy nhat du luén phai nghe ngéng xem
sao. Ban ngay nhung chong con cé thé vé bat i lic nao.

Tuy vay, mot phan ciing vi ¢6 ay sudt ngay ¢ nha, con Koji thi mdi hoc
cap Ba, nén ca hai khéng c6 nhiéu sy Ira chon.

Atsuko luén cho rdng minh 1a moét ngudi toi té. It nhét 1a dang 1am nhitng
diéu toi té, va la m6t ngwoi vo xdu xa. Thuye té hién nhién la ngugc lai. Co
la moOt ngudi tot, tot dén mitc nao long, dén mitc t6i nghiép va tham chi la
gan nhw tham hai.

Ban dau, dich nham cua Koji la c6 con géi, ban cung tredng, hoat dong
trong cau lac b phat thanh, du c6 ta trong khong thuc sy hap dan lam. Ga
hay dén nha choi, thdm chi dwgc gitt lai an com may ban.

Mot hom, ga c6 tinh nham ngay c6 con gai tham gia hoat dong ngoai
khoa dé dén choi. Ban dau ca hai con ra vé chd dgi co con gai vé, nhung roi
chdng bao 1au, ho chuyén sang lo sg rang c6 con gai sé ve.
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Tuy vay, moi quan hé ay chang may chéc 16 tdy. C6 con gai — tén la
Yoshida — dién cuéng chat van ga. Puong nhién, chuyén cling am 1 ngay
trong noi bo gia dinh ho. Atsuko nhan hét sai trdi vé minh va néi Koji
khong hé c6 16i trong chuyén nay. Ga da tir bo Atsuko. Ta tha phu ngudoi
chit khong dé nguwoi phu ta, ga da quyét dinh thé. Hon nita, Atsuko ciing
cho rang tha nhu thé con hon.

Koji chang may khi virong van vé Atsuko. Thoi gian hai ngudi qua lai
ngan ngui, va lai lic d6 ga méi hoc cap ba. Véi ga, cai thang Koji cdp Ba la
mot thue thé vo cung xa la.

Dau vay, trong dau ga thi thoang ky c van hién vé, tir bai do xe c6 hang
cdy dan tdi sanh dén chiéc thang may ma toi, tir kién tric ctta chinh dén
chat liéu tdm réem cita mau hong twoi, tr nhitng miéng nam cham trang tri
gan trén chiéc tu lanh c& 16n cho dén thung chita d6 gidt canh bon rira mat.
Koji khong hdéi han bat cit diéu gi. Hiém maot noi, ct nghi lai nhitng ngay
xwra ay la ga thay tam tw minh u am.

“Xin 16i cau.” Atsuko hay néi vay sau moi lan con séng tinh ao qua. “Lé
ra cau khong nén lam thé nay & day.”

Khéng ai c6 thé doan dugc tudi ctia Atsuko khi mac quan 4o nhung cédi
ra thi chang con che gidu dugc diéu gi. Mot co thé phu hgp véi do tudi bon
muoi hai, héo hon dén mic Koji phai thdy x6t xa. Ga chi thich céi bap tay
va cho dy, nhitng noi c6 chut da chat thit. Ngoai ra con déi chan nhé nhan
nita du da dé khong con dugce min cang nhw thoi con gai.

Gio thi minh c¢6 Kimiko. Chang biét bén nhau dén bao gi® nhung
Kimiko tré hon Atsuko héi ay nhitng bdy tudi, lai phéng khoang hon nhiéu.
Thém vao dé, hay nhat la c6 ay chwa c6 con. Cho dén gi®, minh chwa thay
diéu gi bat tién ca.

Moi viéc diéu xudi chéo mat mai cho dén hét nam. Koji ban hon trong
ky nghi dong vi ngoai cong viéc ¢ quan bi-a nhu thwong lé, ga con lam
thém & bo phan xudt hang qua tdng cudi nam tai mot siéu thi, doi lai, ga
kiém dwgc chat dinh. Gitta nhitng thang ngay ban ron dy, ga van muon xe
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cta cha ga dwa Yuri di loanh quanh. Ngoai ra con tham gia trugt tuyét véi
hoi & cho lam thém.

Koji danh tron thdi gian ca ba ngay Tét cho gia dinh, tr dém giao thira
cho dén mong Ba. Ngay mong Hai, ga moi ca Yuri v6i tw cach la nguoi
yéu, dén di 1é dau nam cung ca nha. Cac thanh vién trong gia dinh Koji
gom cO ba ga, bé me, anh trai va ba chi dau twong lai. Pi cau may tai dén
Hachimangu da tré thanh nghi 1é hdang nam cua gia dinh ga, kém theo viéc
t6i hom do6 sé an moén sukiyaki, lich trinh khong c6 gi thay doi ngay tr hoi
Koji con nho.

Pén cau khan lic rung chuéng va chap tay twéc hom cbéng dic cling
dugce dinh san may nam nay.

Mong dtrc thanh than phu hd do chi nam nay.

“B0 me cau tuyét that day,” lic sau Yuri néi. “Bo me t& com chang lanh
canh chang ngot, t& thém dwgc nhw cau biét bao.”

Moi quan hé cta Koji gap trac tré vao khoang gitta thang Mot. Gio hoi
twong lai, ga van thay kho chiu trong ngudi. D6 1a viéc Kimiko mudn dwa
tién cho ga ding vao cudc hen dau tién ctia nam mdi.

Khi ay, ca hai van tran nhw nhong trén givong trong khach san tinh yéu.

“Keé ra thi cling hoi mudon nhung day la qua Gia sinh.”Miéng noéi, tay
Kimiko rit ra ba mwoi ngan yén ti trong chiéc vi hiéu Prada. Ba-muoi-
ngan-yén. Ban than Koji ciling thay séc vi moi thit ngoai sttc twdng twong
cta gd, ngay ca viéc dugc cho tién lan viéc so tién dy chang ra dau vao dau.

Cai gi thé chit, Koji tham nghi r6i gat lén: “Chuyén nay chang hay ho gi
dau.”

Kimiko chgt bién sac khi thdy mat ga ham ham.

“Sao lai thé?” Vung day khéi giwong, ga gat gong, buc boi ra mat. “Cai
gl ma tién nong & day. T6i thich ngu véi c6 va tdi c nghi rang cd thich co
thé t6i. Ctt cho la t6i nhiéu ham muén, c6 cling c6 khac gi.”

Dot nhién giong Koji trd nén gay gat.

“Cau ding c6 to tiéng thé chit.” Mai sau Kimiko méi néi 1én dugce. “To6i
da nhan dugc qua giang sinh cua cau, lai khong biét thanh nién bay gio

https://thuviensach.vn



thich thi¢ gi, nén t6i chi nghi dé cau ty mua thi hon.”

Trai nguwgc lai véi cau néi cé phan manh mé, ga thdy Kimiko nhw chuc
0a khéc. Trén tay c6 van cam tién, co tay van deo mon qua Giang sinh mau
vang kim ma ga tang.

“T6i chi nghi thé thoi, cau dirng gian ma.”

“Xin 16i.”

Ga noi roi quay lai givong nhung lan nay thi Kimiko lai vung day sang
phia bén kia thanh givong.

“Xin 16i,” ga lai n6i va 6m chat Kimiko tir dang sau mot ltc 1au.

“Khong sao,” Kimiko noi. “Lam cau byc minh, t6i mdi la nguoi phai xin
16i. Nhung thi thoang lai thay ay ndy néu khong tang cau duwgc cai gi du chi
la tién bac.”

No6i vay, Kimiko nhét lai tién vao vi roi lang 1& mac do.

Mot thang da qua, hom nay Kimiko lai la Kimiko cua moi khi. Koji ciing
vay, ca hai lai vui tht véi cudc tinh ban trira. Song, ga chang thé nao quén
cai sy viéc khong vui vGi phut kich dong ay, c6 nhién, Kimiko cling nhé ro
ngon nganh.

Thi thodng c6 thdy ay ndy néu khong tang cau duwgc céi gi du chi la tién
bac.

Nhan dai di lai hay, c6 lic Koji nghi. Nhan dai di thi moi viéc c6 phai
don gian hon khong.

T gio dén lic di lam thém van con thoi gian. Hat hét diéu thudce, Koji
tim cach giét thoi gian bang viéc loanh quanh truéc ga Ebisu.

“Chan thé, khéng c6 Shifumi & day a?”

Budc vao ctra hang ctia Shifumi ¢ Daikanyama, Koji buc boi.

“Thi t¢ da bao ro6i con gi.”

Toru nhan nh6 cwdi ma long thap thom khong yén. Koji goi dién ra dot
ngot nhung cau cling di, phan vi dang roi rai. Mot ngay long gié. Lic &
trong nha cau da thdy am ap bdi cai nang chan hoa, gio thi cau cé thé cam
nhan dugc bang ca thi giac.
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Shifumi dang & Chau Au. Méi nam hai Ian, c6 sang d6 nhap hang. Vay
ma Koji c¥ ndng ndac doi dén xem ctra hang cho bang dugc, cau dam lo vi
han dam nhan vién sé danh gia rang cau phai si dién lam thi mé&i dan ban bé
dén day.

“Cai nay hay qua.” Cam mot chiéc hop nho mau den khoang ba xang ti
mét vuong, Koji tram tr6. Trén nap hop son vién mau vang kim cé hinh
mot con meo den nhé xiu.

“Tuan sau la sinh nhat ba t6 roi.”

Do la chiéc hop gom trang men, va cling nhw moi thit trong ctta hang
nay, trong no6 kha dat tién.

“Pay la cai gi?” Toru hoi.

“Hop duwng do trang strc,” Koji dap.

“P6 trang strc?” Toru khong thé twéng twong ndi n6 c6 thé nhét thire gi
vao trong cai hop bé ti teo ay.

“Biét thé quai nao dugc. Chang sao ca, phu nit thuwong thich nhitng do
nhw thé nay.”

Toru chot thdy kham phuc Koji khi ga c6 thé tim ra diém chung giita ba
minh va nhitng ngwoi phu nit khac.

Mui hvong trong ctta hang that dé chiu. Thoang mui xa béng, mui can
nha mot nguwoi khong quen biét, lai c6 mui nhitng chiéc 40 méi tinh vira
duwgc g& xudng tir gia treo. Clra hang nay bay ban dua tat ca cac thé loai
khan mat hay cac do lam tw vai lanh.

Koji quyét dinh mua chiéc hop trang sitc dy. Mot lan nita, Toru lai thay
kham phuc treéc mét quyét dinh mau le dén vay.

“Cau van c6 thoi gian ch?” Vira nhan dugc héa don, Koji héi. “Té van
chwa an trwa, bung doéi meo roi.”

Vay la hai ngudi di dén nha hang Boheme.

Suot tr lac ay, Koji chi doc ké 1é vé Kimiko trong ltic nhém nhoam an
mi Y. Lai thé roi, Toru nghi. Lic chwa ra dau vao dau v6i me Yoshida, g
cling thé, c no6i vé co dy sudt. Hoi mét ti da tén 1én. Con Toru thi khong tai
nao hiéu noéi ké 1€ vé nguwoi kia cia minh thi ¢6 gi ma thich chi.
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Theo nhw 10i ga no6i, Kimiko cé kha nang mé hodc long nguwoi nhw mot a
yéu nit. Con me Yoshida hét myc cham lo cho nguwdi khac nhw mét nit than
bat hanh. Bung 1a khi yéu, ké khu kho ciing tré thanh thi si.

“Nhwng ma, c6 chuyén roi.” Ngang mit 1én khéi dia mi Y, Koji néi.

“Co6 chuyén?”

Lay khan gidy chui vét dau an va x6t ca chua dinh trén moi, Koji nghiém
mat gat dau.

“Vira hom no, ty nhién c6 ay dinh cho tG tién.”

“Tién? Thé thi thanh doi chac a?”

Toru hoi hdi han trong long vi trét 1am bam nhw vdy ma chwa suy nghi
cho thau ddo. Koji mat buoén thiu, gwgng gao néi nhw 6 ti an i minh:

“Du gi c6 ay cling khong c6 y xau.”

“Thé nao mdi la y xau?”

Cau hoi caa Toru khién Koji tac ti, khong biét tra 10i thé nao.

“Thé cau da bao gio nhan dwgc tién tir Shifumi chwa?”

“Puong nhién la chwa.” Toru hoi buc minh.

“Thé do dac thi sao, c6 dy c6 mua quan do gi dé cho ciu bao gio
khong?”

Cai do thi co.

“Thé thwong thwong tién an udng hay tién khach san thi chac co ay tra
chi?”

Koji hoi don dap.

“T¢ chang di khach san bao gi¢.” Toru dap, nhung khong c6 y pha dinh
diéu Koji muodn héi.

“N6 cling giong nhw vay thoi.”

Koji 1dm bam v@i chinh minh hon 1a néi véi Toru. Nhung vira rao dén
nhu thé xong, ga lai tiép tuc than thé.

“Nhuwng ma... “Koji néi.” Néu la tién thi cting hoi khac.”

“Ma nay...” Toru héi, don thuan chi vi tinh hiéu ky. “Thé nao ma c6 ta
lai dinh dwa tién cho cau nhi?”

Koji lang thinh mot Idc r6i tra 16i:” Té khong thé néi duge.” Sau do lai
kéu ca: “Cau thdy c6 té khong co chit.” Vay la Toru danh phu hoa: “Qua
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té!” Cau khong tai nao ly gidi noi, tai sao Koji lai cdp ke vai thit dan ba c6
hanh dong bac béo ay.

“Bo quach di la xong chi& gi?” Toru bay t6 diéu cau da nghi ti trudc.
Ngay titc khac Koji héi tai sao lai phai thé.

“Thw nhat, cau c6 Yuri ro6i. Tht hai 1a han Yuri khong biét rang cau c6
nguoi khac, dang khong?”

Toru ndi thé du cau biét rang, thyc ra viéc cé Yuri hay khong ciing chang
c6 y nghia gi 1am d6i vdi Koji.

Koji lam maét chéan han.

“Lam sao ma biét dwoc chi. Y cau mudn t& néi ra tat ca véi co dy chic.”

“Khong phai thé.”

Koji nhoén miéng cuwdi r6i néi: “Thé anh xa nha Shifumi thi sao nao, c6
biét chuyén c6 ay vdi cau khong?”

C6 thé 1am chit, Toru nghi. Linh tinh mach bao cau nhu vay.

“Khong dau,” tra 10i qua quit r6i Toru nhd lai 6ng ta cit dirng ke ké bén
canh Shifumi vao cai dém giao thura.

“Cau Toru phai khong nhi?” Ong ta dén bit chuyén nhu thé. “Nhitng chd
thé nay that nham chan.”

Cam giac that la kh6 chiu. Mot 1do trung nién bat dau phi non, diéu cudi
cua ong ta moi dang ghét lam sao.

“That chang ra sao...” Ké lam bam la Koji song Toru c twéng cau phat
bure trong 1ong r6i budt miéng ra nhw thé.
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CHUONG 6

Thap Tokyo vao ban ngay mang dang dap cia mot nguwdi dan ong
trung nién gian di va hién lanh. D6 1a nhitng cdm xtic cia cdu hoc sinh cap
mot Toru moi khi di ngang qua day. Gian di va hién lanh, binh yén va vitng
chai.

Hoi cap Mot, hom nao di hoc ciu ciing dwgc mac cho mot chiéc quan
sooc bat ké dong hay he. Gio nghi lai, thoi quen dy that vo vi, thé ma cau
da nghi rang n6 phai vay.

Toru von la mot cau bé ngoan. R4t kha mén ky thuat, tw nhién va xa hoi,
cau mo wdc trd thanh nha khoa hoc. Me ciu noéi thang thirng rang, lam nha
khoa hoc. Me cau néi thang thirng rang, lam nha khoa hoc thi khé day,
nhung thanh bac si thi chac chan dwgc. Thoi diém ay, Toru khong bao gio
nghi rang cau c6 thé két ban vdi dam con gai sudt ngay tim nam tum ba,
ching c nhu mot loai sinh vat khac.

Lén cdp Hai moi viéc cling chang kha kham hon. Phai dén khi vao cdp
Ba, ca bon con trai lan con gai mdi trd nén doc 1ap trong mat Toru, nhung
dén ldc dy cau da quen vai viéc gitt mot khoang cach nhat dinh, theo cach
khong than ciling khong sg, véi moi ngudi trong 16p.

Toru ra trudc ctra s0, dirng nham nhi ly ca phé hoa tan va ngam nhin thap
Tokyo trong mot ngay u am.

“Nhin ra ngoai ctra so thi dwgc nhung cdm c6 so tay hay gi tran vao do
nghe chwa!” Me cdu van hay nhac nhé tir h6i con nhd, vi viéc lau chui rat
mat cong. Tat nhién bay gio chang ai phdi bao nita. Khong hiéu bang cach
nao minh lai c6 thé y thitc dwgc khodng cach thich hgp tir than nguwdi dén
ctra kinh nhi?

Ché nay luén 1a sy lwa chon. O day cdu con thich hon di choi v6i ban b,
va dwong nhién nhe nhdm hon viéc phai dén truong. Co 1€ ngay ti hoi xwra,
minh da chd mai, chd mai mot nguwdi dén mang minh ra khéi day, Mot
nguwoi mang minh ra khoi day.

ba lau ro6i, cau khong gap Shifumi.
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Liéu vGi co6 ay nhu thé 1a binh thwong chang, Toru tham nghi. Co ay cé
cong viéc, ban beé lai nhiéu, chi quan hé xa giao cling da t6i tam mat mui.
Hon nita, c6 dy cé gia dinh. Liéu viéc khong gap con trai cia mot nguoi
ban cé nghi ly gi trong cudc song thwong nhat cia mot phu ni tudi bon
muoi?

“Chi biét me cau da phai hon mwdi nam ro6i ay,” chang nhé Shifumi da
néi thé ty khi nao, “vay ma chi chang biét gi vé cau, thiét qua.”

Mot cach néi rat Shifumi. Thang than, ngot ngao va nhe nhu khong.

Song Toru khong nghi vay. Ké thiét thoi khong phai Shifumi. Chang phai
thé sao, mwdi nam trede thi minh c6 gi hap dan c6 ay chit, con Shifumi cta
muoi nam trwde thi... Nghi dén dé, Toru budng ra mot tiéng thé dai.
Shifumi nam ba muwoi tudi, Shifumi nam hai mwoi tudi, Shifumi nam muoi
lam tu6i, Shifumi doc than va Shifumi con la thiéu ntr.

Vi Toru, d6 1a mot diéu hét sirc bat cong. Sw bat cong khong thé thda
hiép khién cau buon ba ttr tan day long.

Oi thoi gian.

That la dang nguyén rda, chang cé thé lam gi véGi thoi gian.

Vira dat méng xudng chiéc ghé dai boc 16p gia da trong phong karaoke,
ten Hashimoto pham an da kéu mi xao, thit bam viéen va sita chua tron.

“Nay, cau mot vira hai phai thoi chit, mot minh t& hat thi con ra cai gi
ntta.”

Koji ngtng chon bai hat, ngdng mat 1én ndi.

“Chut khong td goi cau lam gi.”

Lay chiéc diéu khién chon bai cua Ozaki Yutaka, Koji bat Hashimoto
phai hat v6i ga, dang nao thi han ta cling roi.

“Hat di hat di.” Ga boi thém, du cling khong nhiét tinh cho lam. “Sao cau
ctt luon mom an nhw sap chét déi thé ha.”

Khong han ga khong thich hat karaoke. Tham chi, ga tirng dugc Yuri
khen cé giong ca vang, ban than ga cling thdy minh c6 thé lam ngudi khac
phai thon thirc. Song hom nay ga dén day khong phai dé thé hién chat
giong cua minh.
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“Bo tay vdi cau day, gioi a.”

Koji nh¢ lai, ga vira khau chién vdi Kimiko. Nhitng ltic nhv thé, giong
6 ay day kich dong, nhan tam xody vao nhitng noi dau cua Koji.

“Pan ba sao lai cam tinh thé nhi.”

Kho noi, Koji lai khong biét rang cau néi nao ctia ga sé khién Kimiko noi
gian cho dén khi n6 buot ra khoi miéng.

“Tai cau khién ngudi ta cam tinh chi sao.” Hashimoto néi.

Nhac nén bai hat ctia Ozaki Yutaka da bat dau nhung ga cut hitng, lan
quay ra nam trén chiéc ghé dai.

Cudc khau chién gitta hai nguwoi cling chi vi hai chi nguyén tac. Koji da
ndi, rang tinh yéu quan trong la phai c6 nguyén tac. Luc d6 ga dang ngoi
udng lon coca bén ghé phy, co 1é day chinh la diém khai dau.

“Nguyén tac?”

Kimiko héi lai v6i giong van con khéa diém tinh. Co khé nhwén cap 16ng
may nho nhan réi hoi tiép nhw muén giéu cgt Koji: “Cau c6 nguyén tac gi
trong tinh yeu?”

“Co chur!” Koji dap.

Hoi nong trong xe pha ra tirng dot tir dan diéu hoa khong khi. Lan gi6
mat lanh luén qua khe ctta s6 hai ngudi mé cho thoang khi.

“Vi du nhw khong bao gio lay tién.”

Ga biét Kimiko c6 vé buc minh véi cau n6i do. Gio nghi lai gia ma dirng
tai do thi da chang nén chuyén.

Thé nhung Kimiko chét van tiép rang ngoai ra thi sao, khién ga 1& 10i:

“Khong day dwa v6i phu ntt da c6 con.”

Sau vai gidy im lang, giong n6i Kimiko gay gat mot cach dang sg: “Vay
cau cho rang phu ni* chwa cé con thi duge chit gi? Téi chi may man la mot
trong s6 do dung khong?”

Khéng phdi thé, ga co thuyét phuc song dwong nhw Kimiko khéng mudn
nghe.

“That 1a 16 bich!” Kimiko thot 1én roi bi kich dong bai chinh 10i néi do.

“Kia kia, nhin phia truéce 1ai xe di chit, nguy hiém qua.”
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Khéng ngho Kimiko phat cau dén vay, ga luong cudng tim 16i xoa diu,
song Kimiko déu bo ngoai tai.

“Nguyén tac? Cai gi ma nguyén tac c§ chit.” Kimiko gat 1én may lan nhw
thé, rang ga that la 16 bich, nguyén vai cha tac.

Sau cung, Kimiko tap vao 1é duwong, gao lén day tc ché: “Chiu hét ndi
chuyén nay r6i.”

Hom 4y hai nguwdi dang & Yokohama. Kimiko n6i muén di lay chiéc tai
xach da stra xong & do, ga bo ca gio hoc bubi chiéu dé di cung.

“Binh tinh da nao, moi chuyén khong phai la vay, dirng c6 cau kinh thé
chw.”

Ga no6i nhung Kimiko khong tra 10i. Chiéc xe da dirng lai han, c6 ngoi
im, khu khr 6m 1ay vo6 lang. Ngoi bén canh, Koji thdy gwong mat Kimiko
danh lai, 16 r6 con thinh nd va noi that vong nio né.

“Con dén bat ngo thé thi lam sao tré tay kip.” Koji lam bam véi
Hashimoto.

ROt cudc hom do6 ga phai do danh Kimiko ra khoéi xe, dan ¢6 vao quén
giai khat, va mat mot tiéng dong ho tim cach xoa diu. Khon noi, hinh anh
Kimiko nhan nhé buc boi, that vong nao né dy da an sau vao tan tam ga.

Lan hen sau mot khodng thoi gian dai lai 1a m6t dém nhac piano. Mot
ngay lanh cat da cat thit, tuyét bat dau roi tir gan trwa, cho dén tan t6i da
ngap lut chan.

“Chi ghét tuyét a?”

Toru lai thich tuyét. Ca con phd, trong phit chéc, khoac 1én minh mot
mau 4o m@i. Cai cam giac lao xao dué6i got giay khi giam 1én mot dau chan
trén tuyét that tha vi lam sao.

“Chi ghét tuyét trong pho. Cau thich a?”

Shifumi héi lai v6i vé mat nhv mudn no6i: khéng thé tin dwge. Co6 rit ra
tir trong chiéc bop nho mot diéu thudc réi cham liva. Bén dudi do choang la
b6 vay hé vai. Hau nhw c6 khong di ngoai trdi bao gio, chi tir chd diéu hoa
nay sang cho khac ma thoi.

“N6 ma tan ra, pho x4 sé tréd nén ban thiéu va lanh 1€o.” Shifumi néi tiép.
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Lic nay da la gio tan tdm, dy vy ma chi c6 moi mot nhém khéach khac
trong quan bar. Han 1a tai 6ng trdi, Toru ngo6i van vo suy nghi. Cling c6 vai
khach nhuwng ho dén r6i voi va di ngay, chit khong ai thanh thoi ngoi
thwdng thitc hwong vi cia d6 uong vao gid nay nhuw Shifumi ca. Phong biéu
dién hoa nhac canh khu Disney Land, nhé nhwng rat dep, khach san lién ké
cling nho nhan va dm ctng.

Toru tirng dén choi ¢ Disney Land khodng bon hay nam lan. Lan dau twr
h6i cap Mot, cau di vdi bo me khi hai nguwdi chwa ly hon, mot 1an héi cap
Hai, con cac lan khac la cung Koji vGi cac ¢6 gai mot thoi caa ga.

Vi Toru, nhitng sy viéc d6 dwong nhu da qua xa x6i. Khong hiéu hoi dé
c6 gi vui ma dén nhiéu thé.

“Hamelin la m6t loai thién tai.” Nhét vao miéng mot mau banh mi nho
con nong c6 phét thit pa té khong ré thudc loai gi, Shifumi noi.

“Chi gap may lan roi. Ngoai doi rat x4i 16i va hon nhién, chang khac nao
mot dia tré to xac.”

Co cham rai lya chon ngon tu.

“Nhung mot khi da ngo6i tredc dan piano thi...”

No6i dén day, Shifumi im bat nhw thé ngay gi®d phit nay, tiéng dan piano
vang len.

Toru biét rang toan tdm toan tri cau bay gid chi c6 am nhac. Song do
chang bdi nghé si piano la mot thién tai, ma chinh la vi cu thwéng thirc
cung Shifumi. Ciing c6 thé néi cau bi Shifumi khién cho phdi nghe.

“Thé nao nhi, khi ngoi treéc dan piano, anh ta choi dan c nhw la lam
tinh vay.” Shifumi mé man ndi.

“Té thich tuyét lam y!”

Yuri vui vé néi trong ltic ca hai dang litng thitng trén con dwong dan t6i
nha

“Khi lanh, ngudi ta sé xich lai gan nhau hon.”

CoO nép sat vao nguoi Koji, ga dang lup xup trong chiéc do phao.

“Anh chang cia Hitomi 4y, ci tuyét roi la buoén ngu, ngu lan 16c ca ngay,
bé ca hoc.” Yuri van twoi cudi néi, mii dé tng 1én vi lanh. Cai c6 nang nay
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sao lic nao ciing phan khich thé nhi, Koji thdy that la lung. Hai ngudi dang
di bd ra ga sau khi vira tan dung chut thoi gian it éi tir lic hét gio hoc dén
lic phai di lam thém dé vé nha 6m ap nhau, ay thé ma c6 ay ndéi khong dirt
mot phut nao.

“Oi, t6 doéi qua!”

Pén kéu doi qua ma van an tuwoi tan nhw khong.

“T nhién t6& muon an banh mi Gratin.”

Koji chwa khi nao cai va véi Yuri. Yuri cting khong khi nao n6i doa l1én
nhu Kimiko cd. Ban than ga cling thdy viéc nam bat dwgc tam ly cia Yuri
that dé nhu tré ban tay.

Truwdce khi qua tram soat vé, ga mua vé cho Yuri con ban than thi dung vé
thang.

Xung quanh trgi da 10 mo toi, anh dén huynh quang trén san ga chiéu
xuong nhitng viing nwdc den ngom do béng nhitng cai 6 tao ra. Gid nay tau
dién vao trung tam vang nguoi di.

Koji giat minh khi nhan ra ga dang nhin cham cham vao mot phu nit tu6i
trung nién xép hang ngay phia trwéc ma chang hiéu vi sao. Gan day ga rat
hay nhu thé. Du sao ciling la dan ba ca, nhung c6 khi thanh bénh roi ciing
nén, ga nghi.

“Lan sau cau dén cang tin truong td ma xem, cau khong hiéu & do nhw
thé nao dau.”

Yuri van ct hao hitng lién thoang.

Chia tay véi Kimoko la xong, méi day Toru da khuyén ga thé. Noi c&
nhe nhv khong. Sao cau ta khong chiu dong nao chi, thong minh day,
nhung con thiéu nhay cam lam.

Pau tau goc canh lwdt tdi ngay sau tiéng loa thong bao.

“Cau trong kia, trang oi la trang!”

Nhin dam tuyét bam phia trén tau dién, Yuri lai reo lén.

Qua la tay nhac si piano tréng nhw mot diva tré phat trién qua sém. Theo
nhw Shifumi néi thi anh ta méi ba muwoi ma da hoi, lai con hoi phat twéng
nita. Toru chang thé hiéu n6éi cum t* “choi dan nhw lam tinh” ma Shifumi
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néi, cau chi biét rang nhitng ngén tay cua nhac si d6 lwét trén phim dan véi
toc do va sy manh mé khong thé twdng twong dugc ¢ ngwoi thuong.

Moi khi nghe nhac cung Shifumi, Toru mdi hiéu sy trong rong c6 hitu
trong minh. Ban than cdu chang c6 hitng tha v6i am nhac, song co thé cau
lai khat khao manh liét. Va r6i Shifumi v&i nhac si dy thong dong vGi nhau,
lap day khoang trong trong co thé cau bang nhitng thanh am tuyét sac.

Peén trong hoi trrong bing sang sau khi phan biéu dién theo yéu cau
khan gia két thic ma Toru van c* ngo6i yén. Shifumi la nguwoi ditng 1én
trwdc, co6 nam tay kéo Toru ditng day.

“Hay that day!” Shifumi néi v&i vé hoi phan khich. “Moi ngu6n nang
lrgng trong ngudi n6 tung moi khi nghe anh ta biéu dién.”

Budc ra phia ngoai, tuyét van roi hoi ha. Tirng bong tuyét li ti tung bay
theo lan gio.

“Cha dé chiu qua!”

Shifumi noi, khoac chiéc 4o choang dang cam trén tay.

“Trong hoi truong hoi nong nhi?”

Thay tdm bién dung ditng c6 dan dong chir Tuyén Keiyo tam thoi ngirng
hoat dong nhung Toru chang hé ban tdm. Pang nao thi Shifumi cting chon
taxi.

Dong nguwoi xép hang rong ran tai bén taxi cia khach san ké bén ma
chdng c6 béng dang chiéc nao. Shifumi khé nhiu may.

“Chi ghét tuyét roi trong thanh pho la vi thé nay day.”

Co rut dién thoai goi thang dén cong ty taxi. Toru ditng ngdy nhu phong
ngay bén canh, ldng nhin con mwa tuyét chra hé c6 dau hiéu nao sé ngét.
Ngan nay tuyét trat xuéng da khién ca thanh phé béc mui am wét. Nghi vay
nhung cau khong ghét cai mui ay.

“That la I vo tich sw.” Shifumi cau nhau, nhét dién thoai vao tii do. C6
vé kho bat xe vao gio nay. Toru mirng tham.

“Hay ct xép hang?”

N6i roi cdu dinh vong ra phia dang sau dong ngudi dang ditng dgi khién
Shifumi ngac nhién thot 1én.

“Pua day ha? Vao trong kia cho théi, khong thi chét cong mat.”
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Hai nguoi quay tré lai quan bar. Mat do nguoi trong do da trd nén day
ddc, toan nhitng nguwdi khong vé dugce dang ngoi khong hac tan chuyén giét
thoi gian.

Shifumi goi Vodka con cau chon Bourbon véi da.

“Cau an gi khéng?”

Toru lac dau. Cau khéng doi. Va lai, cau dang hitng chi véi viéc mac ket
¢ day cung Shifumi. Tinh cd thé ma duwgc & bén nhau. Moi khach khita
bong trd nén than thudc. Xem chirng sé la mot dém c6 nhiéu tha vi day.

“Co6 can goi dién vé cho me cau khong?”

Shifumi cé vé ngai ngan khién Toru hoi cut hitng.

“Khong, chang can dau.”

Cau chong cam trén mat quay bar da dugc lau chui sach bong:

“Ngon tay dep qua. DPep dén rung cd minh.” Shifumi mim cwdi, noi.

Co nang ly uong mot ngum Vodka réi xuyt xoa khen ngon. Quan bar
ngay mot nong, va ndo nhiét. Chi cé diéu, d6 khong phai thit ndo nhiét c6
thé nghe o tirng cau thoai, ma nhuw tat ca két lai v6i nhau thanh mét thi
tiéng on lan téa ém dém nhw lan séng.

“Cho t6i xin diéu thuoc.”

Toru hoi. Cau da tirng hit thudc hoi hoc cap Ba. Xét cho cung, n6 chang
ngon ngot gi va cau cai ro6i. Chang qua tw dung mudn htt thir ma théi.

“Xin moi.”

Shifumi chia bao thuéc mai, Toru rat mot diéu va lién thay héi han. Cau
sg cach cam thudc cia minh qua l6ng ngéng. Song, Shifumi khéng doai
hoai dén diéu do, c6 xoay ngudi ng6 nghiéng va sau bén trong quan.

“Khong biét c6 con phong khong nhi.”

Phong! Toru thdy x6n xang v@i tir do, tit ma ban than cau cling chang hé
nghi t¢i. Chwa mot lan cdu qua dém dén sang cung Shifumi. C6 an ai vGi
nhau ciing chi trong khodng thoi gian ngan ngui nhv man dém mong manh
sap bi anh binh minh xé toang. Bdi thé, vdi cau, ai an chang khac nao ao
mong.

“Nhitng lic thé nay mai biét minh gia mat roi.” Lac lac chiéc ly, Shifumi
noi.
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“Ha?” Toru khong hiéu noi logic ctia cau néi dé.

“Nhirng khi ké hoach thay doi nhw thé nay, néu la hoi tré chac minh sé
hao hirng hon.”

Toru suy nghi vé diéu d6. Hoi tré co6 dy da co6 thé thdy hitng thu, tic la
bay gio c6 dy khong thé, bay gio c6 ay chang trong mong nhitng chuyén
nhw thé nay.

“Khong biét Hamelin da vé chwa.”

“Chac ro6i.” Toru dap, choc ngén tay vao vién da trong ly Bourbon.
Puong vién chiéc ly va ca quay rugu triede mat bong nhién hién 1én r6 nét
ty lic nao, nhw muén mach bao rang day la hién thuyc.

“Nhuwng ma,” Toru néi ti€ép du trong long cling biét d6 la mot lién tw
khong an nhap gi mdy, “nhung ma, chi dirng ve.”

Cau hoi buc véi chinh minh vi khong thé két thic cau néi véi mot tir gi
manh mé hon. Ban tay Shifumi cham vao dau goi Toru. N6 diu dang luwét
1én phia trén bap dui r6i bong nhién bién mat.

“Chi thich ciu thé nay.” Nhin thang vao mat Toru, Shifumi n6i. Va hai
bd moi cung tim dén nhau, ty nhién nhw nhitng gi von c6. Mot nu hon dam
say.

Mot nu hon gitp Toru hiéu rang Shifumi ciing khao khat khong muon roi
Xa cau. Va cau biét, khong chi c6 cau, Shifumi cling ao wdc mong sao pht
gidy nay ngung troi mai mai.

“Liéu con tuyét khong nhi?” Shifumi cat tiéng hdi khi hai bo méi roi xa
nhau. Hoi nhw thé co dy trong cho diéu do lam.

“Pé xem nao.”

Toru vira xuong khoi ghé thi ngén tay Shifumi da dan vao tay cau, co
muon di cung, hon nhién nhw mot diva tré doi di theo ngwdi 16n. Shifumi rit
tién trong vi, dat 1én quay. Pung lic dy thi chudng dién thoai di dong reo.”

“Alo,” Shifumi khe khé tra 16i. Cau biét ngay do la chéng co Ay.

“Em dang & trong quan bar, khong sao dau anh.”

Khong sao dau, Shifumi nhac di nhac lai.

“Hay tuyét, ding la thién tai c6 khac. Anh 4y choi cad tdc pham cta
Rachmaniov theo yéu cau khan gia... Em di cung cau Toru nén khong sao
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dau anh... Anh co6 tién duvong khong...”

Nghe dén dé Toru hiéu rang chong c6 ay sé dén don.

“Thuc sy khong sao dau, kiéu gi chang c6 xe,” nghe Shifumi néi thé
nhung Toru chac chan rang 6ng chong van dén. C6 ay cang té y ngai ngan,
ong ay cang lao dén, khong thé sai dugc.

“Vang, thé thi em sé cho anh, anh di can than.”

Shifumi da tat may nhwng Toru khong con mudn nhin thdy mat c6 nita.
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CHUONG 7

Anh trai Koji t6 chitc an hoi vao thang Sau nén rét cudc ga phai xin
nghi lam mot ngay. Lé an hoi khong t6 chitc theo kiéu truyén thong la trao
1é vat bang tién hay vai voc nhu xwra ma chi la bu6i hai bén gap mat an bita
com than mat. N6i vay nhung me ga cling tat bat com nuwdc khac han vai
ngay thwong, trén ban an bay la liét nhitng loai bat dia ma chwa bao gio
Koji trong thay. Luc trwa, nha gai da giri sang thung ruwgu. Udng tir ldc chap
toi dén bira an thi canh dan 6ng da say mém, thé ma cha ga con khui thém
mot chai vang Chautea Margaux.

Chi dau twong lai va anh trai ga cung lam trong bénh vién dai hoc. Ca hai
déu la bac si. Véi Koji, chi ta vira xau, miéng lai rong nhuwng dugc cai tinh
tinh dé mén. Lai cling biét uéng rwgu nita.

“Thé hai dita khong di tuan trang mat that a?”

Me Koji hoi dung lic Saki — tén chi dau twong lai cua ga — gap miéng bit
tét cho vao miéng, khién chi ta phéi vdi vang dung khan an lau miéng.

“Khong a,” Saki nhoén miéng cuoi. “Du lich thi Idc nao cling dwgc ma
bac.”

Nghe no6i ca hai hién gid déu ban tdi bui, chang cé thoi gio ma di.

“Takashi nay, chau viét luan an vé van de gi thé?”

Cha Saki hoi. Viéc mot ngwoi 1a tru ¢t mot cong ty hdéa my pham quan
tam tdi luan an cta anh trai ga dén dau xing dang dat mot cau nghi van.
Song anh trai ga bat dau s6t sang giai thich.

“Nay Saki, chau an chut rau nita nhé,” me ga hoi lay 1€ r6i khong dé co
kip tra 101 da gap day dia ca rot véi dau Ha Lan con néng hoi ngdy mui bo,
va ca mén ndm nau nita.

R6i mot Iic nao d6 minh cling dan mot ai d6 vé day. Koji nghi vay trong
lic loang thodng nghe moi ngwdi n6i chuyén nao la “nghi 16” nao la “tan
gia” va nhu tham rang Iic nay ma bo ra ngoai ban cong hit thuéc thi khong
hay.

Koji kém anh trai tdm tudi va tir héi anh ga vao cap Ba thi hai anh em da
khong con than thiét nita. Chang phdi xung khac nhau ma vé can ban hai
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anh em c6 qua it diém chung. Trong mat Koji, anh ga luon la mot ngudi c6
tinh cach vd cung manh mé. R4t quan tdm dén moi nguwdi. Tubi tac cach
nhau kha xa va ga van nhé rang hau nhw chwa bao gio cai va. Ngay tir nho,
anh gad déu nhuwong nhin du la do choi hay banh keo méi khi ga doi, dau
van biét rang mot khi da cho muwon thi ga sé pha hong ngay lap tic.

“Tiép dén la chuyén coéng viéc ctia cau Koji nhi.” Dot nhién me Saki
bung nwdc dén bat chuyén khién ga cuwdi gia 1a. Da, vang a, ga dap. Bung la
mot dém dai.

Moi ngudi luc tuc kéo nhau chuyén cho sang phong khach an banh ngot.
Theo tuc 1€ 1a dén tiét muc xem album anh gia dinh. Ci¢ ban tan dén phan
cdu em hiéu déng la Koji lai cwdi ngugng ngiu, phan bua nay no.

Ba ga da lui vao phong ngu sém, thé ma moi ngudi chia c6 vé gi mudn
ding 1én. Hai 6ng bd con ngoi li trén ghé, 1au hon cé anh trai ga va ba chi
dau twong lai. Co thé ho uong qua nhiéu rugu. Cha Saki véc nguwdi nhé
nhan, trong rat dep ldo. Lic sau me ga mdi binh luan la trong kha giong
nguwoi Nga. Noi thé thi cling ding phan nao, song tir gwong mat thanh td
nhw phu nit dén cung cach cw xr déu twong phéan vdi cha ga, mot ngudi co
bap, cao to, da rdm nang vi choi golf nhiéu.

“Ong nay, c6 khi minh xin phép,” me Saki giuc roi ca ba nguwdi déu ditng
1én, Iic ay da qua mwdi mot gio dém. Sau d6 con thém chi tiét nita 1a me ga
lay mot céi ly do khong dau rang nha khong cé con géi roi tang cho Saki
chiéc trdm cai t6c cham da ma ba da dung tr hoi tré, bat chap trwdc dé bo
ga da 1én tiéng ngan lai vi sg phién phitc. Koji phat ngan dén tan co.

Cudi cung, lic tién ra dén ngoai cira, dot nhién cha Saki cti rap dau va
noi:

“Con gai tdi con vung vé lam, tram sy nho gia dinh chi bdo thém.”

Cau noi chidng c6 gi mdi ma c6 nhién khong hwéng téi Koji ma ga van
thay giat thot minh.

Ba nguoi ditng dwdi bac thém cii chao. Koji c6 cdm gidc nhw gia dinh ga
sé tiép quan Saki, mot tiéu thw chi biét song trong vong tay bao boc cta bo
me.

“Da, chung t0i cling vay, mong ong ba bao ban hai chau.”
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Cha me Koji ctii dau chao. Nhung cd anh trai g, cha me ga, réi chinh
ban than ga déu c6 cam gidc vira roi vao hoan canh sy da roi, cé hoi cling
khong con kip.

“Qi chao, 18 &n héi co a.” Yuri néi trong lic vdi vang mic quan 4o nhw
thwong 1€, chang thé cho cudc tinh kip c6 chat dw am. “Héa ra nhitng gia
dinh mau myc van giitr dugc phong tuc nhw thé.”

Koji 1am bam rang gia dinh ga chang mau muwc dén vay, réi cham mat
diéu thudc.

“Mau muc qua di chit, thoi budi nay ma van t6 chic 1é an héi.”

Chiéc chan ga trai dén gitta dwong chi hoi xoc xéch mot chit, con dau
van vuong van nhuv lic ban dau.

“Nay...” Koji v6i tay ra phia Yuri, c6 da kip mac xong bd do6 16t. “Cau c
twr tir r6i hay mac khong dugc sao?”

Ga gi diéu thuoc hit dé van con dai vao gat tan. Trong phong, anh nang
chiéu nhe hat.

“Tai sao?”

“Té& mudn ngam cau, mudn cham vao ciu niia.”

Yuri ltic lac dau, nghi nggi mét hoi réi x6 vao quan bo.

“Sao ctt phai mac vao thé chi.”

“Keé td.” Yuri dap ditt khoat roi mac mot chiéc do len cao c6 mau den, di
d6i tat mau xam.

“Tai sao?”

“T6 nguong lam.”

Yuri trd 10i ngay lap Iy. P6 khong phai la diém chung nhuwng Koji van
thich. Chac nhw dinh dong cot. Ga yéu Yuri chinh béi diéu nay.

Vi Kimiko, cd hai thwong nam khoa than cho dén phut cudi cung, va
thong nhat goi quan do la do vuéng viu. Lau 1lau méi gap nhau, cé can thiét
phai v0i vang mac lai thi vieéng viu ay khi da mat cong céi ra?”

“Nhung ma.” Lay tay vudt lai téc, Yuri n6i. “Néu la t&@ thich chac t&
khong thich mén cham tré ay dau. T¢ s¢g mdy thit qua ctia cac me lam.”

Biét cau ndi cta Yuri khéng c6 y gi nhwng ga van hoi dm e trong long.
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Két cuc cia mét chuyén tinh ciia Graham Greene la cudn tiéu thuyét
Shifumi doc & tam tudi Toru, va khién c6 thdy minh thay do6i hoan toan sau
khi doc.

Toru mGi doc hét hai hém truéc do. Thang Ba. Chang c6 viéc gi lam sau
ky nghi xudn dai dang dang, danh giét thoi gian vGi nhitng cudn sach cau
von thich doc tw tredc. Thich doc sach, dé la diém chung duy nhat giita cau
va Shifumi.

Cau bat dau nghe nhac c6 dién va Billy Joel cling do anh hwéng cua
Shifumi. Mua dén bon tap anh ciing la vi vay.

Thi thodng cau c6 cam gidc Shifumi giong mot can phong nho xinh xan.
Can phong dy qua dé chiu, dén mitc cau chang thé nao ra khai do.

Trong nha vang lang. Chi minh cdu ¢ nha. Chiéc may giat tir sang, gio da
ngung han. Bao nam roi, cau c6 théi quen ty gidt do cia minh. Vi nhd me
thi kiéu gi quan 4o cling chat déng. Tt nhd, da bao lan cau khong tim dugc
b0 minh mu6n mac.

Toru di vao phong tam, mang quan 4o vira mdi gidt xong tiv chiéc may
say c6 hinh thu nhw cdi tréng ra phoi. Nhitng bo quan do con thodng hoi am
va thom tho.

Tuan trwdc, Toru vira tron hai muwoi tudi. Ngay sinh nhat chang khac gi
mot ngay binh thudng. Cau van doc sach, ngu trwa, ldc chot nhé ra thi di
don phong. Co chang la cha cau goi dién hoi thich mua gi va cau tra 10i
rang khong thich thit gi dac biét ca. Dén sang hém sau, me cau lai héi cau
twong tw, va Toru ciing tra 10i twong ty. Hai mwoi tudi. La ngudi truong
thanh vé mat luat phap, nhung cau khong thay trong long day 1én cam xtc
gl ghé gom.

Cau muon gap Shifumi - ngwdi luén nhan mat diéu da noi rang khong
thich tuyét roi trong thanh pho - hon bat c diéu gi.

Hom dd, chong Shifumi dwa cau vé dén tan nha. Cau van nhé minh ngoi
ghé sau, ngdm nhitng cum tuyét ban thiu con x6ét lai dau day khi ai do6 vira
cdo ra. Anh dén né ong loang lodng chiéu qua hang rdo mét cdo ven dudng
cao toc.
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Chiéc xe chay déu déu du duong khong tot lam. Trong xe rat am ap, ghé
ngoi boc da mau xanh réu tao cam giac thu thai.

Shifumi ngéi ¢ ghé phy, hau nhv chang mé& miéng néi cau nao. Trw
nhitng lic chéng hoéi, Shifumi méi trd 16i chiéu 1€, rang hoi treong ay thi
kiéu gi chang con ghé trong, rang c6 ay da lén tang hoa.

“Cau Toru thich nghe dong nhac piano nao?”

Nhin qua gwong buong lai, chong Shifumi hoéi. Toru tac ti chang biét tra
101 ra sao.

“Loai nao em ciing nghe a” Cau dap, vi chang biét néi gi hon.

Hai ngudi do con néi nhitng chuyén ma Toru khong biét. Nao la tuan sau
da hen gdp vdi ai, hay Shifumi héi c6 ay di cung cé tién khong.

Lic 4y dém da khuya. Con dudng vé nha ving va dai nhw vo tin. Am
nhac, sy huyén ndo noi quan bar, ly Bourbon, tat ca vut tan bién nhw 4o
anh.

Koji dwgc nhan lai vao Trung tam thwong mai ga tirng lam hoi cu6i nam.
Cong viéc van giong nhuw lan triede la phu trach khau xuat hang nhirng nam
nay la nguoi cé kinh nghiém nén lwong béng kha hon it nhiéu. Hon nita, so
v6i dgt cudi nam thi cong viéc nhan hon han, nén ga quyét nham né lam
mot trong nhitng viéc lam thém gitta ky nghi xuan.

Nguoi phu trach cling da quen mat, cac nhan vién khac cling c6 mot so
thanh thuc nén cong viéc kha suon sé.

Tuy khac véi thoi diém moi ngwdi do x6 tang qua cudi nam, nhwng mua
Xxuan cO viéc cua mua xuan, ngoai viéc gui hang trong gian hang cho cudc
séng mdi véi dém hay bat dia, gian hang cho tré em vdi cac loai bup bé
danh cho 1é nhap hoc hay &ng vGi cac mua khac nhau, r6i ca gian hang
chdm soc vuon cdy véi dat, phan bon va chau hoa.

Cong viéc cua Koji don thuan la xuat hang — 1y va xép hang ra tr vi tri
nhat dinh trong kho — dén dong géi cling khong phai lam nhung khong hiéu
sao lam mot ngay ma tay khong nhitng xuwdc xat, ban thiu ma da dé con bi
nit né hét. Yuri noi, do l1a tay ctia cong nhdn. Chang phai khong thich ban
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tay dy, nhing c6 van guri tang gd mot chiéc ban chai méng tay nhd nhan c6
hinh con gau.

Gan day, thinh thodng ga choi tennis v4i Yuri vao sang sém. Trung tam
tennis noi Yuri thuwong choi maé ctra ty do cho moi nguoi trv khoang thoi
gian tir bdy gio' dén chin gio sang danh cho goi vién vai phi tham gia cao
ngat nguong.

Ga chwa hoc tennis bao gio va thuong chi di ké nhung chwa thua Yuri
tran nao, bat chap c6 da hoc nhitng ba nam.

Buoi t6i gd van duy tri cong viéc ¢ quan bi — a. Hashimoto tirng canh bao
lam thé€ thi sém muon r6i cling do bénh, song Koji luén chong ché, rang lic
nao dé bénh thi hang hay chit cit ng6i day ma dém cua trong 16 thi biét dén
bao gio.

“H6i cu6i nam cau ciing lam & day phai khong?”

Mot thanh nién dang nguwoi dong dong khuon mdat nom nhw thuy quai
Kappa bat chuyén khi Koji dang ditng ngoai hanh lang twéc nha kho. Lic
ay dang gio nghi gidi lao. Ga dinh vao phong hit thuéc lam mot hoi, roi ra
goi dién cho Kimiko. Chac con lau méi gap dwgc nhung ga nhé giong noi
cta Kimiko biét chitng nao.

“Cau dang la sinh vién?” Tay thanh nién do6 héi roi trao danh thiép, trén
dé6 c6 ghi tén Yamatomo. Anh ta mac nguyén mot bo quan ao thé thao.

“Ra phong hut thudc ha.?”

Yamamoto bat chuyén, 16i tr trong ti ra mot bao Mild Seven rdm r6 roi
rao buac di.

“Chung ta phai an mung chtt, sinh nhat ctia cau co ma.”

Cu dién thoai dy cta Shifumi dén vao mot budi chiéu ta sau ngay sinh
nhat caa Toru hai tuan.

“T6i mai c6 dugc khéng? Co cho nao cau muon di khong?”

Vi Toru, hai tuan nay la khodng cach gitta cau va Shifumi. La hién thyec.

“0 dau ching dugc.” Toru dap. “Chi can dwoc gip chi, con & dau ciing
duwgc.”

Shifumi thodng ldng yén r6i khé noi rang chiéu mai c6 sé goi lai.
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Vay la Toru lai ngo6i cho dién thoai trong phong khach chan hoa anh
nang, du m@gi chwa dén ba gio chiéu.

Cho dgi la mot diéu kho ta. Toru nghi tham trong lic 14t gié qua may to
tap chi phu ni* me cau dat san ¢ d6. Chd doi la kho dau nhung con hanh
phtic hon gap van lan khoang thdoi gian khong cé gi dé cho dgi. Cho doi,
khoang thoi gian ndi lién cau véi Shifumi. Shifumi khong & day, song Toru
c6 cam giac dang dugc co6 bao boc. Co6 1€ phai néi rang cau da bi khuat
phuc hoan toan. Mdy cuon tap chi trén tay cdu la cac sé dac biét vé thang
canh ndi tiéng vdi hoa anh dao, vé cach loai ti bép, va cé ca cha dé vé bao
nhiéu loai rigu hoa qua.

Toru lic nao cling cang thang, rao ruc trong long véi trang thdi nhw
muon bting n6 vao khoanh khac moi khi dwa tay day canh ctra to ban, nang
trich vao quan Franny. Cam gidc ay chi xuat hién trong phut chéc nén
ngwoi khac nhin vao cling khong tai nao hiéu n6i (chac la nhv vdy). Lan
nao ciing thé, Toru phai doi dién véi sy bung no ay, véi bao thap thom, réi
ram trong long.

Shifumi van chwa dén. Toru ng6i & quay rugu, cau goi mot ly Gin Tonic.
Anh dén trong quin m& mo &o ao, tiéng nhac khe khé du duong, toan
nhitng thé loai c6 16 si nhir Rosemary

Clooney hay Tex Beneke gi do.

Cau udng hét ly thit nhat ciing la ldc Shifumi dén.

“Chi xin 16i, chuan bi di thi lai c6 khach.” Co6 cdi do khoac dwa cho nhan
vién phuc vu r6i ngo6i lén chiéc ghé xoay.

“Chi tr ctra hang dén?”

U, Shifumi dép, hit mét hoi dai roi nhin thing vao Toru.

“Nguwoi ta nhd minh qua!”

Giong c6 day cam xuc. Nhung ngay sau do lai thot 1én rang “trdi oi, sao
ma khat thé”. Cau néi ay cling day cam xuc khién cau c6 déi chat that vong
trong long.

Miii Shifumi nhé nhan, song mii khéng quéa thang ma vira van, néu la
tao hinh diéu khac thi chac chi can véo tay mét cai la da. N6 thyce sy lam
Toru chét mé chét mét.
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“Dao nay c6 gi hay khong?” Nhap mot ngum Vodka pha Tonic vira dugc
mang dén, Shifumi héi.

“Cling khong c6 gi ddc biét.”

Nhitng lic thé nay, Toru van wéc rang minh c6 diéu gi d6 dé tam sy, vé
cong viéc hodc vé cudc song sinh vién ban ron, bat ké diéu gi.

“Vira doc xong Két cuc ctua mét chuyén tinh.” Toru ké trong ltic nhin
cham chi vao ly regu va miéng 16t ly dat trén mat quay dwoc lau chui sach
bong.

“Céam twdng cua cau la?”

“... Hay, nhung ma... ”

“Nhung ma?”

“Chang hiéu n6i dung 1am.”

Shifumi lac dau. Nhan thdy can phai gidi thich ré rang hon nita, cau c6
vot vat: “Gitra

chtrng thi ciing hoi hiéu nhwng dén doan cubi thi mu tit luén.”

Shifumi té ra khé hiéu.

“Khong dwgc. Cau noi rd xem nao. Cai gi ma gitta chirng thi hiéu ma dén
cu6i cung lai khéng co chi.”

Cau noi cua Shifumi té rd vé hiéu ky. Cau c6 gang nhd lai ndi dung cudn
tiéu thuyét. Shifumi binh than dgi chao.

“Tam ly cua nguoi yéu nhan vat chinh... ”

Cudi cung cau cling tim duwgc cau trd 10i. Vira nghe dén dé Shifumi da
nhuwén may xem chirng ngac nhién lam.

“Chi khong nghi cau tra 10i lai nhw thé.”

Shifumi noéi, cwdi mot minh, r6i nham hai mat mo mang.

“Nhung ding thé that,” m@& mat nhin Toru, Shifumi néi. “Tam ly con
nguoi la thit khong thé hiéu noi. Biéu ay cling khong c6 gi la.”

Cau khong ly gidi n6i Shifumi xtic dong dén mirc thé vi cai gi. Cai két
chdng ra sao ca. Chuyén chi c6 thé.

“Nhung ma chi lai thich nguwoi yéu nhan vat chinh trong truyén.”
Shifumi chot lai.
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Hai nguoi roi Franny, di t6i mot nha hang trong khu Roppongi. Lan dau
tién cau dén day nhung vdi Shifumi thi khac, ban da dugc dat triwde vGi tén
cO.

Rugu Champagne dugc mang t6i va Shifumi no6i chuc mung sinh nhat.
Pay la lan thit ba cau dwgc Shifumi chic ming. Lan dau tién la sau ngay
sinh nhat nam muoi tdm tudi. Lan thi hai la sau ngay sinh nhat nam mudi
chin tudi. Va dém nay la lan th ba.

Nha hang réng rai duwgc bai tri rat sang trong. Thuc don la liét nhitng
moén an ma Toru khong dam chac d6 la mon gi. Chang han nhw nem song
cuén cua rau, com Y gao do hap nuwdc ham tom hum.

“Quan nay md& theo phong trao nhwng dé an thi dwgce lam,” Shifumi noéi
lic goi mén xong. “Lai con m& sudt dém nita.”

V6i Toru, thyc ra thi chuyén ngon hay khong, thé nao ciling dugc.
Shifumi ngay tredc mat cau, chi diéu ay la quan trong.

Shifumi tat dién thoai liic ng6i trén taxi dén day. Toru bat gap hanh dong
dy, va cau sung sudéng vGi y nghi rang Shifumi da rat kinh nghiém ti viéc
lan trudc.

D6 an qua thyc moén nao cling ngon. Van nhw thwong 1€, quan Shifumi
da chon chi c¢6 chuan ma thoi.

“Hom truwdc,” vira dung dao xé mén thit ham, Toru vira néi ra diéu cau
luyén tiéc tr lac d6, “hom trwdce, that tiéc la lai vé dwgce nha.”

Shifumi khéng néi gi. C6 mim cuwdi, bat gap mot miéng dwa 1én miéng
r6i nhap mot ngum rwgu vang. Mot lic sau méi néi: “Lam gi ma ti€c dén
thé.” Loi no6i ay, ngay lap tirc, nhan Toru chim trong niém hanh phtic ngat
ngay.

Hom nay, khong biét sau khi dwa c6 ay vé, minh dugc 1én phong hay lai
bi tong vao taxi day. Toru mién man nghi vé diéu d6 khi cau da chuénh
choang say.
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CHUONG 8

Ky tc ctia Toru vé lan dau tién lam chuyén dé véi Shifumi khong ro
rang lam. Cau mdi muwoi bdy tudi. Hai nguwdi di an t6i, réi di udng ¢ ngoai,
sau d6 vé nha Shifumi uéng ca phé.

“Cau vao di!”

Toru van nhé nhv in 16i Shifumi ndi lic mé& ctra phong nga. Cau nghi
han 1a c6 c6 y do, nhiém vu cia cau la thye hién hanh dong tiép theo. Toru
lam diing theo nhitng gi cau nghi. Om hém r6i dé nghién Shifumi lén
givdng. C6 18 1a hoi bao lyc. Au ciing béi cau chwa c6 kinh nghiém, hon
nita lai bat dugc tin hiéu phdi lam bdng dugc. Shifumi khé kéu 1én khi bi
day 1én giwvong. Xem chirng c6 ay bat ngo. Lic bay gid van mac nguyén
quan 4o ma Toru da dung cot buém va cau nghi rang kiéu gi r6i cling phai
nhét n6 vao chod cta né.

Cau chi nhé duwgc dén day. Nhitng ky rc sau chi la vai chi tiét vun vat
nhv viéc Shifumi thi thim rang khong sau dau, va cudi cung thi cdu cling
thue hién xong chuyén ay.

“Du mai sau co6 ra sao, cau ciing khong can phdi nghi rang sé phai lam gi
hay khéng lam gi vi chi dau.”

Shifumi da néi thé, sau khi tat ca da xong xuoi.

Hién gio, cau dang nam ngra trén givong nhuw dém hom no, ngam nhin
th anh sang diu diu téa ra tir ngon dén trong géc phong vGi cai bong do
xuong tron xoe.

Nhitng cudc i an vdi Shifumi luon két thic chong vanh. Chua tirng c6
kinh nghiém nén khéng dam qua quyét nhung Toru thdy dwong nhuw ban
nang cta cau va cua Shifumi khong cuéng nhiét dén thé vGi chuyén nay.
Viéc tredc do cau chwra ném mui doi han da 16 tay. Tuy vay, chwa khi nao
Shifumi cé y “day bdo” hay “ddn dat” cau lam gi. Chwa mot lan.

Toru chom 1én ngwoi Shifumi dang nam bén canh, tdn hwéng hoi am va
da thit ctia cai co thé nhé nhan va mém mai. Cau nghiéng mat vui dau vao
g0i roi thi tham:

“C6 nang khong?”
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“Khéng,” “Shifumi khé& dap roi hén hén, “thich thé nay.” O phia dudi,
Toru chuyén dong nhe nhang.

Shifumi luoén uyén chuyén dén chao Toru ma chwa khi nao té ra Id loi
hay kéu lén thanh tiéng. C6 c6 than hinh thon tha va lan da trang. C6
thwong ngam nhin Toru bang doi mat dep mé hon khién Toru thay ling
ting vGi cam giac dang bi thir thach. Diéu do6 khién cau chuyén dong dién
cuong hong xua tan cai cdm giac dang ghét ay di.

Gia st liic ndy Asano budc vao cin phong ndy thi sao? Y nghi dy luén
nay ra moi khi Toru & day. Song d6 khong phai cam giac sg sét, n6 giong
nhw do gidc vé mot diéu khong thé c6. Khong doi nao Shifumi dé diéu nguy
hiém 4y xdy ra. Tham chi ciu titng nghi rang, tha nhw thé c6 khi lai hay.
Mubn ra sao thi ra. Khi & bén Shifumi, nhitng gi thudc vé thé gigi bén
ngoai ay la hoan toan tach biét.

Sinh nhat muon hai tuan.

“Ho6i hai muoi tuoi, chi nhuw thé nao nhi?”

Toru do hoi. Can phong ngat huong tra nhai.

“Quén mat roi. Hoi ddy dang sinh vién.” Shifumi dap, vung day stta sang
lai mai téc. “Chi cling hoc hanh khéng nghiém chinh lam, chii mii vao
sach sudt ngay, nhiéu hon bay gio rat nhéu, va con hay di uéng véi ban bée
ntta.”

Toru muén twdéng twong thém nhuwng chang ra dau vao dau.

“Hoi day chi c6 nguwdi yéu chi.”

Toru hoéi va Shifumi dap rang cé, nhe ténh.

“Ma cau c6 biét khong,” giong Shifumi vang 1én trong tai Toru vGi vé
day khoai tra, “Cau biét khong, du sao, chi van phat ghen véi twong lai cta
cau day!”

Toru thdy trong long ngdi dau, va dong thoi la cam gidc gian dit. C6 vé
chién thang hoi nghiéng vé phia cam giac gian dit. Cau 6m siét Shifumi vao
long.

“Noi gi thé, chuyén chang an nhap gi véi nhau, ct bén nhau thé nay mai
la dugc. Sao chi lai néi vay.”

Ca hai nam im bat dong mat may giay.
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“Tc théd qud,” Shifumi khé nhoc thot 1én khién Toru voi vang budng
long tay ra va nhan thdy minh da 6m qua manh. Shifumi vong hai tay 1én
dau Toru, nhap 1én nhap xuéng tirng lon toc.

“Co6 thé cau khong tin, nhung ngudi ta thich cau ddy,” Shifumi nhin cau
dam dudi, “dén ban than ngudi ta cling khong dam tin vao diéu d6.”

Moi noi buon vo cd xam chiém céi long Toru, khién cau khéng tim ra 16i
dap lai.

Ky hoc méi bat dau chang dwoc bao lau thi Koji goi dién ding lic cau
vita chén xong bita t6i mot minh. Lic nhé, ba ngoai Toru van thwong dén
nau cho cau an, nhung ké tir khi ba mat hoi cau méi vao cap Hai, thwong
cau chi c6 mot than mot minh trong bira toi.

Koji bdo dang thiéu mé6t chan cho cudc tu tap giao lru tim ban gai. Thap
Tokyo ngoai ctra s6 trong that nhé bé nhung tda sang lung linh.

“Giao lru tim ban gai? Cau dung la long tham vo day.”

Di nhién d6 khong phdi 10i khen nhung bao ham mot sy né phuc nhat
dinh cta Toru doi vGi Koji.

“T¢ a? Khong, t6 lam chan go thoi. N6i 1a xem mat chi t& di cung Yuri.
L.am sao ma con dat dién nira.”

Xung quanh kha am 1, giong Koji that khé nghe. Co6 tiéng choc bi — a.

“Thé thi dén lam gi?”

Toru da tirng tham gia cai goi la cudc giao lwu tim ban gai hai lan. Chang
lan nao tha vi ca.

“Pai sinh vién la phai thé. Cit thé nhé, t6i thit Sau nay. Té ngat may day,
xin 16i nhé, gio t& khong ndi chuyén duge.”

Koji dap roi dap may ngay.

“Xem kia xem kia, ngudi kia choi hay thé.” Yuri kéo tay Koji khi ga vira
ngat dién thoai. Cit dén cho lam thém cuda ga la Yuri so6i n6i han 1én. “Nay
gio, danh hay oi la hay.”

D6 1a hai vi khach gan day thwong xuyén dén choi. Co gai van tré nhung
nguwoi dan 6ng tudi da trung nién. Qua la nhitng dwong co tinh té.
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“U,” Koji dap, “cong nhan 1a hay.”

Nhin diéu bo va anh mat doc thé bi a la biét ngay. Hon thé, nom 6ng ta
khong giong mot tay co lao luyén, cé 1€ chi don thuan cam giac bong tot,
thém vao do, ti'ng dong tac déu chinh xac dén tirng mi li mét. Co ban ctia
bi — a la thé. Biém mau chot khong phai 1a ky thuat cia nam ngoén tay ma la
kha nang suy luan v6i cam giac béng tot. D6 1a mon bi — a yéu thich cua
Koji.

Vao phia quay rugu, vira rita coc Koji vira quan sat tiv xa. Co gai di cung
choi khéng kha lam. Pugc céi cao va trong tré hon cd Yuri. Mai t6c ngan
X0 xac diém xuyét vai lon nhuém mau xanh luc.

“Toru sé dén that chi.”

Chong tay 1én cam uéng nuwéc chanh, Yuri héi.

“WHY NOT?”

Koji dap bang tiéng Anh, 1én rit ra mot théi s6 c6 la dwa cho Yuri.

Toru lo dang nhin 1én tran nha trong ltic nghe ban nhac cda Billy Joel
phat ra tt* dan mday cau hen gid thay cho dong ho béo thitc. Budi sang. Rém
ctra van ra xuong ma nghe dau nhw tiéng mua.

Ngay canh g6i la cudn tiéu thuyét Sw tir cia Kessel van m@ nguyén. St
tir cling la cuén Shifumi n6i rang thich doc.

Dboi véi Toru, thé gidi dugc cau tao nén chu yéu bdi Shifumi.

Toru day thay quan &o roi vao bép pha ca phé hoa tan. Mot ngay chang
may may hy vong c6 thé duwgc gap Shifumi, cau khong hiéu vi 1y do gi ma
minh phai day.

Ngoai hién ctra la d6i giay kiéu budc day — mot kiéu giay nam tinh la
lam — ma me cau da viit lan 16c khi vé nha dém qua.

Me Toru nam nay bén muwoi tdm tudi. Cau nghi ba kha cham cht cho vé
bé ngoai nén khong dén noi nao so vdi tudi that. Song céi cung cach uéng
ruwgu thi tho thién, trong nhuw dan 6ng chit chang phai dan ba.

“Trong cong viéc, me cau luc nao cling hang say, that la mot phu n¥
tuyét voi.” Cau khong nhd Shifumi da néi thé bao gio. “Co vé hao hitng
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v6i cong viéc 1lam. Theo chi, d6 1a pham chat hién c6 ngay ca doi vdi cac
nit doanh nhan Nhat Ban.”

DPing la mau phu ni* hwéng ngoai, Toru nghi. Cau nwéng banh mi roi
phét vGi long do tritng ga.

Ng6i & ghé x0 pha trong phong khach an sang, Toru nhé lai quyét dinh
chon treong da bi Koji 1én 16p nhw thé nao.

“Treong dan 1ap? Tai sao?”

Lic 4y la mua hé, ca hai dang ditng doc tap chi trong mét cita hang tién
lgi canh twong.

“Nguoi ta phai vao treong quoc 1ap chi.”

Cau con nhd rd hém do6 Koji mdc chiéc 4o phong den réi khoac bén
ngoai ao dong phuc so mi mau trang.

“Tai sao?”

Toru luon kho khan trong viéc lén 16p nguoi khac cling nhv to6 ra nha
nhdn vGi moi nguwoi.

“Cau thtra du diém chuan co ma, hon nita nha cau chi c6é hai me con,
phéi dong nao mot ti chi.”

“Nha cau dau chi c6 hai me con ma sao cau van chon truedng quoc lap?”

Ban than Toru ciing thdy cau phan bién cia minh that ngé ngan.

“T6¢ khong mudn phi thém tién cta bd me t4.”

Gap danh bop quyén tuan san Young Jump, Koji bo ra ngoai. Mot ngay
ning néng. O Koji c6 nhitng diém chan chat nhw thé. Chan chat & ché 1a
con trai cia mot gia dinh giau c6 ma luon gitt khuon phép gia dinh lam
trong.

Nhung, thang than ma ndi, ga ta cé thdi quen xau la Iic nao cling mudn
can du vao chuyén nguoi khac.

Can phong chim trong tinh lang. rita bat xong r6i 1én phong doc truyén
tiép. H6m nay hai ti€p hoc khong thé vang mat. Troi nay chac sé mwa ca
ngay mat thoi. Me thi con 1au méi day.

Trén tap 16 cha chiéc xe Fiat Panda mau dé c6 mot con thd nhoi bong
mau trang ma Koji tang sau khi thang dwgc & game center. N6 san c6 pin &
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trong, giat doan giay ¢ dudi dudi la no 1at dat xoay nguoi.

Tam trang Kimiko dang vui vé. Phong vu vu trén con dwong hao bao
quanh Hoang cung giita lic troi dang mwa, c6 ké vé chuyén me chong.

“Chi véi ba dy kha hgp nhau du cling c6 lac nay lic kia. Hom qua di
mua sam vd&i ba ay, thé nao lai dwgc mua tang mot chiéc do so mi hiéu
D&G dep meé.”

Theo nhw Kimiko ké thi d6 la chiéc ao dugc lam tir vai cotton, in dua loai
bwdém hoa sdc s6. C6 noi dé danh mac né nhuw kiéu 4o canh mua he.

“A, chiu may gid cau vao hoc nhi?”

“Hai gio' bon muoi phut.”

Koji dap, nhung dé la mét 16i néi doi. Tw khi vao nam thit ba, cau da
giam han s6 gio hoc.

“Vay la con chwa dugc hai tiéng.”

Sap muoi hai gio. Udc lwong khoang cach tir day dén truwong thi sé ra
phép tinh ay. Thuc ra phéi néi la ga da c6 tinh tinh toan nhuw thé.

“Minh mua gi r6i an trong xe nhé,” ga dé nghi, “Nhuw thé cho thong tha.”

Tay gii* v6 lang, Kimiko ruwén ngwoi vé phia Koji, chu miéng. Trén doi
ban tay to ban ma gay go luén khién Kimiko cdm thdy ty ti &y deo may
chiéc nhan mau vang kim chang an nhap gi véi nhau. Koji hon nhe 1én méi,
du trong bung ga da phat ngdy, vi nguy hiém thé nay lai con hon méi cha
hit.

Xong xudi, tr ch6i nha y dwua veé tan treong ctia Kimiko, ga 1én tau JR.
Ba gio ga c6 hen vai Yuri.

Bai thé ma khi dén cho hen cho cudc tu tap lic sau gio, ga té ra hung
phan khac thuong du da mét 1ir va déi meém. Tai d6, Yamamoto ma ga quen
¢ trung tam thwong mai, Toru r6i Hashimoto da dén dong da va dang ngoi
udng bia. Ba ngudi ban cia Yuri déu dén mudn hai mwoi phut. Co ¢t thap
thom mai cho dén khi ho xuat hién.

Ngay twr lac ay, Toru da thay bt rit trong long. Han la cau héi han véi
viéc da dén day.
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Cau Yamamoto mat nhw thiy quai Kappa hdo hitc ra mat, ditng ngoi
khong yén. Van chiéc quan thé thao chat nylon rong thung thinh, c6 khac la
anh ta van 4o phong c6 tau bo sat, it nhiéu gon gang hon chiéc do thé thao &
cho lam thém.

Hashimoto thi & dau ciing thé ca, ng6i lo dénh nhw thé han la nguoi
ngoai cudc.

Trong dam do6, Yuri méi chi gap Hashimoto mot lan trudc day. Co rat
phan khéi vi hdm nay dwgc gap Toru.

Koji goi tuan bia tht hai ro6i kéu nha hang c* mang do an ra trudc.

Sau cung thi may c6 nang cting dén. Ca ba c6 dung nhan ciing khéng dén
noi nao. Yuri da rao trudc rang ho dé thwong lam. Vi Koji, tiéc c6 vui hay
khong la phu thudc vao nhan sac cta cac c6 gai. BDay khong phai la van de
c6 duyén hay hgp tinh nhau. Da6i twgng ma dé thwong thi ty nhién canh dan
ong x6m lén ngay. Mau chot 1a ¢ day.

Yuri va Koji lan lwgt gidi thiéu ba ngwoi con lai. Moi ngudi cung ly, roi
bat dau may tiéng dong hoé guwong gao.

K&t qua cta bita tiéc that bai. Ca Koji cling cho la nhw vay. Chang hé so6i
noi chit nao va khong ai trong s6 cac ¢6 nang c6 y dinh cho so6 dién thoai.
Roi khéi quan, ngoai trgi van mua tam td, Koji da phat ngay véi viéc dan
x€ép, bo ludn y dinh r moi ngudi di tang hai.

“Bon minh di dau uéng bu di,” ga 1én thi thao v4i Toru, sau do6 ca hoi di
Ittng thitng ra ga roi chia tay khi moi chuyén dang dé chwa dén dau.

“Thé con Yuri, c6 sao khong?” Toru cat tiéng héi lic chi con lai hai
ngwoi sau khi chd cho tat ca qua ctra soat vé.

“Cau khéi lo.”

Luc ban ngay, ca hai da c6 qua dua thoi gio ben nhau.

“Ma t@ xin 16i nhé, hom nay nhat nhéo qua.”

“Co gi dau,” Toru cwdi nhan nhé. “Ciing lau lam méi c6 dip thé nay, lai
dwoc gap Yuri va Hashimoto hay ho nita.”

Mot ltc sau Toru lai khen rang, trong Yuri cling dé thuwong day chu.
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Qua la Yuri khong té chit nao. Cang ngay Koji cang nhan ro diéu dé.
Mot cb gai thong minh va séng that long. Ci¢ & bén Yuri, Koji lai thdy moi
viéc tré nén nhe nhang hon bao gio hét.

“Cau biét quan nao khong?” Toru héi.

Pau cha dugc, Koji dap roi rdo budc di tredc vé phia day dén huynh
quang nhap nhday gitta khu phé trung tam.

Cho du la Koji moi, nhwng néu la minh, khong doi nao minh dé Shifumi
Ve trudc.

Toru nghi vay trong lic di. Khong doi nao! Ga ma biét duwgc diéu nay,
chac chan sé thady chuwéng tai gai mat lam, nhung doi véi Toru trén doi nay
khong c6 gi sanh bang khodng thoi gian ¢ bén Shifumi.

Cau to twong dén Shifumi trong su6t bita tiéc. Mot Shifumi cé chiéc nho
xinh, mot Shifumi cé ddi tay thon tha nhw twgng phat Quan Am & phong
khach, va mot Shifumi khé néi véi cau rang: “Co thé cau khong tin, nhung
nguoi ta thich cau day.”

Gia c6 con gi6 nao mang Shifumi dén day.

Toru kho s& v6i y nghi dy trong lic doéi theo Koji dang cam 6 buwéc di
dang trwedc. Khong c6 bat cit thit gi ngoai Shifumi c6 thé dem lai hanh phiic
cho cau.
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CHUONG 9

Koji khong ngai viéc bép nic.

“Liéu c6 an hét khong day?” Ga héi trong lic xao rau vdi thit lon cho
Hashimoto lwdi nhac dang nam wong xem tivi.

“An t6t.” Khong roi mét khoi tivi, Hashimoto than nhién dap, vin veo
dau, r6i quay sang phia Koji bdo: “Cau hoi c nhw cau la me t6 ay.”

Ga sap bat diia san ra ban r6i chuan bi di.

“Cau van ¢ day chi?”

“Van.”

Hashimoto dap. Koji dwa han chia khéa, kéo rém cita so, roi bat dién
trong phong. Twr xwa Koji da ghét cai khoanh khac bat dién moéi khi sam toi.

“Thé nhé, t¢ di day.”

Ga m@ ctra chinh, buéc ra phia ngoai, ding lic dy mot th mui am wét
ddc trung cda cac khu nha tap thé xoc 1én tan mdi. Cai mui ga van bat gap
tlr ngay xwa moi khi voi va tré vé tir nha Atsuko.

Tha ta phu nguoi, ga da quyét thé va lam y nhu thé. Gio ga van nghi,
rang thé t6t hon cho Atsuko.

Vay ma khong hiéu sao, moi lic nhw thé nay, ga lai c6 cam giac toi 16i
dudi hinh hai mot noi budn sau tham.

Sau budi tdp hém no, ga da di uong cung Toru. Nom cau ta khéng vui.
Toru von di khong thudc tip hay pha tro nhung hom ay cau it néi hon ca
thuwong 1€. Li ban tir hoi cap Ba — tinh ca nhitng thang khong may than thiét
— khac xa ban bé quen thoi dai hoc. M6t dang thau hiéu nhau dén mitc
khong thé che gidu n6i nhitng gi khong muon tho 16 cho ngwoi khac. Mot
dang thi chi c6 ton tai bén nhau ngay qua ngay.

Toan mot 1 vé van, Koji nha tham. Va chinh diéu d6 mang lai cho ga
cam giac gan giii khong 101 nao ta xiét véi Toru.

“Cau ay hién nhi,” Yuri phat biéu cdm twdng vé Toru sau do6. “Trong c&
nhuv da tirng trong doi hgp xuwdng tw hoi cap Ba.”

Trat 1at. Toru khong tham gia bat c* cau lac b6 nao. Tan hoc, ga ma
khong ru di thi thé nao ciing vé thang nha. Nhung nam cudi, cau ta hay di
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v6i Shifumi. Nghe noi cau ta con mac nguyén dong phuc du diém dén la
trién 1am, cac budi hoa nhac hay quan bar.

Dbiéu ga nhé vé Toru dao dy la viéc cau ta an rat it, budi trwa chi lam hai
chiéc banh mi véi xa lat trong cang tin; gid nghi thi cam cdi doc sach; va
néi rang cam thay ban nhac Aerosmiths yéu thich ctia gd c6 diém gi hay.
R6i can hd ay. Can ho chi c6 hai me con cau ta ma ga da dén qua nhiéu lan.

Koji thay minh da chénh choang véi ly vang trang thi¢ ba. Shifumi n6i c6
hen ltc tdm gio, c6 dang ngoi canh hat am w. Duwdong nhw nhac trong quan
déu la nhitng giai diéu mot thoi cua Shifumi.

“Xin 106i, tiép theo anh cé thé mé& bai As Tear Go By duwgc khong?” Co
vui vé dé nghi vi chi quan dang ngwdi manh khanh ditng phia bén trong
quay bar.

“Sao cau khong ra doi sém hon nhi?” Shifumi néi trong lic lac lac chiéc
ly tao thanh nhitng ggn séng nho. “Bai hat nay v6 cung ddc biét doi vdi chi.
Gia ma dugc nghe cau v6i cau tu tredc.”

Van nhv thwong 1€, khi Toru khong tra 101, Shifumi lién két thic ngay
cau chuyeén.

“Thi thodng thoi, thi thodng mdi nghi thé.” Co6 no6i réi tim tim cuwoi.

Nhin Shifumi trong chiéc so mi trang va quan tdy mau xam ngoi trén
chiéc ghé xoay that nho nhoi va chong chénh. Biéu do6 hdi thic Toru dua
mot tay ra d& phia sau Iwng. Nhung rot cudc, sy hoi thic dy lai bién thanh
cr chi 16ng ngéng vung ve.

Cau cam nhan dwgc hoi néng toat ra ti¢ lung Shifumi qua lan do. Néu
mot mai nguwdi nay khong con nita, minh sé chét mat thoi.

“Cau dung bo tay ra nhé, ct dé nguyén nhw thé,” Shifumi néi.

Toru lam theo.

Hai nguwoi dan tay litng thitng di dao sau khi roi khoi quan, mot Itc sau
Toru méi vay taxi cho Shifumi. Khi di cung Asano, C6 ay c6 lam thé khong
nhi. Cau nghi vy nhung khéng dam héi ma thay vao d6 bang mét cau
khac.

“La hen v&i Asano?”
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Shifumi than nhién gat dau. “Cai hay cua viéc 1dy chong, ay la c6 ngudi
an com cung minh.”

Toru cuwdi chua chat, thay cho viéc phéi gidam chan xu6ng dat ngira mat
len troi khoc than.

“Doa nhau day ha?”

Minh say roi, Toru ty nht. Cdu mudn vé nha lan ra giwvong cang nhanh
cang tot.

“Pau,” Shifumi mim cwoi va cra taxi ma ra.

“Sir that no la thé.”

Khéng hén moi ma ca hai chi co ma thay cho 16i tam biét, thé r6i chiéc
taxi mang Shifumi di mat.

Vé dén nha, chang ngo Toru da thdy me cau & do.

“Con da veé ddy a?” Ba dang ditng uéng nuwdc trong bép.

Hai me con trao d6i nhu thuwong 1€. “Con an com khong?” “Khéng a.”
“U, nha ching con cong rau nao.” “Da bao gid ¢ dau, nhung do dong lanh
van con ma me? Cai day ciling hét a? May hom nay con chua di chg.”

Me cau chuva thay do ¢ nha. Ba mé& ctra s6 phia trong ké rira bat roi hut
thudc ra chdm Ita. Chwa bi truy héi da di dau ma Toru ¢t thady nhw ba biét
ro cau vira gap Shifumi.

“Con tam tredc nhé?”

U, ba tra 15i. Toru cam thay khong thodi mai v6i 4nh mét me cau.

“Van trugt phai khong,” Koji néi trong lic don mdy chiéc ly khong.
“Luc choc gay, cau thuong bi 1éch sang bén phai.”

C0 gai mdc vay ngan. T6c 16m chédm diém vai lon nhuém mau xanh luc.
Co da choc bi-a m6t minh dén hai tiéng dong ho.

“Cau 6 biét minh sai cho nao khong?”

Co gai hoi khi Koji di ngang qua, khach van thwra thét nén bat dac di ga
danh phai huéng dan.

“Thé nay dugc chwa?”
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“Thém mot chit nita.” Ga chinh phan can gdy. “Pugc roi, ¢t thé nay
choc thang la dwoc, cau c ké bi muc tiéu, nham vao chinh gitra bi cai ay.”

ROp, mot tiéng vang 1én gan nhw cung lic c6 gai choc vao vién bi cai.
Theo ding nhu tinh toan, vién bi muc tiéu cham hai bang, doi huéng roi
chui tot vao 16 gitta bén phai.

Thay khong, co6 gai quay lai v&i vé mdt nhv mudn thét 1én nhw vay.
Khu6n mat khéng xinh 1am nhung cling dé wa. Mat to, miéng rong, vé mat
day biéu cdm. Gid ma c0 ta trang diém khac di mot chit, Koji nghi. Lép
nhii mau xanh 1o véi mau bac 14p lanh trén mi mat thi con dwgc chit dé can
nho hinh ng6i sao c6 ta dan 1én go ma trong that dé dan.

“Cu danh tuyét voi!”

Ga khen khién c6 géi cuoi sung suwéng.

“Sao khong bao 6ng ta day cho?” Ga wém 10i, “cai ong hay dén cung co6
kha gioi day.”

Khuon mdt c0 gai rang ngoi vé hanh phic nhw chyc tan chdy, no khac xa
vOi nu cwoi ban nay.

“Anh ay that sanh diéu, phai khong nao?” C6 gai ndi réi dat béng vao
cho ci, tap lai lan nita.

“Cam on cau da day td,” co noi vai theo.

Sang thang S&u, nhitng ngay heé nang bitc kéo dai mot thoi gian. Koji
thich mua he.

Pang nam trén giwvdng vdi Yuri thi chuéng dién thoai vang 1én.

“Koji a?”

La Kimiko.

“Cau dang ¢ nha a?”

U, ga dap. Yuri dang bam chit 14y tdm lung muwét md hoi.

“Cau roi khong?”

“Bay gio a?”

U, Kimiko dép.

“Gio thi khong tién lam.”
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Mai mai la ngay hen v6i Kimiko.

“Vay a, thé thi th6i.”

Giong Kimiko chat chita sy gian dir hon la that vong.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

Thuwong ngay chang mdy khi ga goi dién cho Kimiko. Chinh la nham
tranh nhitng ct dién thoai nhu thé nay.

“Khong c6 chuyén gi thi khong dugc goi dién sao?”

Koji im 1dng. Yuri ngay tredc mat, im lang la trén hét. Hon nita, ga thtra
hiéu, co su da ra noi nay, néi gi ciing vo ich.

“Sao t6i ctt quén khudy di mat, rang cau la nguoi lanh lung co chit.”

Kimiko noi r6i buong tiéng thé dai.

“Ma thoi, dang nao ngay mai cha gap nhau.”

Giong néi nhw an chita dén hang tram miii gai sac nhon.

“Xin 16i da goi dién ma khong hen truéce.”

Kep 6ng nghe vao tai, Koji rit mot diéu thuéc cham lira. Kimiko ct thé
dap may luon.

“Ai thé?”

“Chu ctra hang,” ngtra mdt len troi nha khoi, Koji dap lai cau héi cua
Yuri, trong long khong khéi lo lang. Ngay mai lam lanh mét day.

Pan ba sao lai c6 cai thoi chi biét minh. Nhw thé ho cit song ma chang
thém quan tam rang ai cling c6 chuyén riéng. Ngu dén may ciing hiéu dugc
diéu ddy. Nghi la thé, song lic ng6i trong quan ca phé quay toan bang kinh
gan trung tam Kimiko hoc tiéng phap & Todoroki, ga xin 16i réi rit vé cd
dién thoai hom truwdc chit chang dam hé rang ntra 10i vé suy nghi ay.

“Luc dy toi cling rat mudn di.”

Kimiko lam madt sung sia, uéng tra da ¢ bén canh.

“Pa bdo théi r6i co ma.”

Thoi 1a thoi thé nao, Koji néi. Trong quan lanh run vi diéu hoa.

“Thoi nao, bo cai mat a rii dy di chi.”

Kimiko khong dap, ngoi im lang mot lic 1au r6i néi rang hom qua co
muon gap ga lam.
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“Tw nhién nguwdi ta nhd thi biét lam thé nao, ai chang c6 Iic nhu thé. Biét
rang hom nay sé gap duwgc nhung khéng phai hom nay, nguwdi ta mudn gap
to* hom qua.”

Nguwng mot lic, Kimiko trit hét byc titc vao cau néi: “DPan 6ng gi ma ldc
muon lai khéng gap dugce co chi, qua té!”

Koji lam bo véi troi. “Nay, c¢6 nghi ky di r6i hang néi. Nguwoi ma lic
muon cling khong gap dugc 1a c6 day, Kimiko. Ngwoi da cé gia dinh la co
chtr dau phai t6i.”

“Sao cau c6 thé noéi ra nhitng diéu nhw thé chi¢.” C6 xoe hai ban tay deo
mady chéc nhan 1én ban r6i noéi tiép. “Tinh cam dau c6 van dong theo 1y tri.
Toém lai 1a cau chang hitng tha gi véi t6i nén mdi cé thé thot ra nhitng 16i
ay.

Khong thdy 16 gic chit nao nhwng déi khi, anh mat gian hon dang
thuwong cia Kimiko khién long ga xao dong. Ly tri mach bao day la co hoi

»

tot dé dwa ra quyét dinh, song con tim chi chyc 6m cham lay Kimiko.

“Thoi nao, thoi nao.”

Koji n6i va ditng day cam ldy héa don. Ga biét chac Kimiko dang phan
nd kia roi cling ngoan ngoan di theo. T gio trd di, cd 1ai nhai diéu gi thi
cling chi bao ham y nghia, t6i muén cau, mudn ngu vdi cau, thé thoi.

Vira budc chan ra khéi quan, ga 6m cham Kimiko hon ngdu nghién. Bap
lai, Kimiko ghi dau ga, hé moi don chao. Chinh bau khong khi ciing dot
nhién suc s6i ngot ngat giup ho hiéu rang ho dang khat khao nhau manh
liét. Duc vong cong hudng cung duc vong. Kimiko phai kh6 khan lam méi
ngan dugc ban tay cua Koji dang chuc so xoang nguc co. Ca hai rao budc
xubng cau thang. Anh ning roi xudng theo phwong thing ditng. Tréo lén
xe, nd6 may, phéng dén khach san c6 tén Yamato chwa day nam phuit.

Toru gap lai Yuri vao budi t6i ngay cuwdi anh trai Koji. Bita tiéc chinh thi
khong nhung chang hiéu sao hai ngwdi lai dwgc moi dén bira tiéc tang hai
t0 chirc tai m6t nha hang vong cdnh c6 mat san xoay, nam trén tan thugng
mot toa nha, khach déng t¢i mic chang dém ndi c6 bao nhiéu nguwdi. Co
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dau chu ré déu la bac si nén khach khita da phan la nhitng mo6i quan hé
trong bénh vién hoac hoi ban be tw thoi dai hoc.

Koji van bd veston c6 dién. Loai trang phuc ma Toru nghi rang n6 chitng
to ta day la con trai mot gia dinh giau cé. Ban bé 6ng anh déu cé vé quy
mén Koji du hai anh em ho khong may hoa thudn n6 ching té tinh cach rat
riéng cua ga.

Ca Yuri lan Toru déu khong quen ai, cho vo trong géc phong, chiéc vay
dai lién than va bd veston khong phai thit hai nguwoi thuwdng mac.

Thanh pho Tokyo hién 1én qua khung ctra s6.Gitta anh sang lung linh cta
mudn van ngon dén né ong, rirng cdy trong Hoang cung van chim trong
béng t6i den nhw myc. Va ngay trwdc mat la toan canh can phong dang
phan chiéu hét 1én khung ctra kinh. Gigng néi ctia ngwdi dan chwong trinh
dang l16ng nga 16ng ngéng vaGi chiéc micro, nghe cau dwgc cau chang.

“Pep qua.” Yuri noéi trong ldc nhin ra phia bén ngoai. “Toru chi & moi
Tokyo thoi a?”

“U,” Tory dap, “Thé con Yuri?”

Yuri cwdi. “Shizuobia, hom gdp nhau té n6i r6i ma, cau chang tham gia
chuyén gi nhi.”

MGt c6 gdi thanh lich, Toru nghi. Hom day dung la dén nhin, minh ciing
khong.

“Koji hoi cap Hai trong nhu thé nao Toru?”

Yuri do hoi nhu thé thoi dy da xa x6i lam.

“Van thé, gia trudng va néong nay.”

Yuri cwdi nac né khi Toru dé thém la thi thodng con di udng rugu va ga
uong khoe nhu trau.

“Té ghen vé6i cau day, Toru. Cau biét Koji tit nhitng ngay nhw thé.”

“T¢ phat ghen véi cau day,” Yuri lai thot 1én.

Trong lic tng wc néc Whisky pha nuwdc diung theo kiéu “mot thang em
trai hiéu dong”, Koji chgt nghi dén cha me ga. Anh trai ga song cung ong
ba sudt. Gid nay, co6 khi hai 6ng gia ba cd dang ngbéi nham nhi & nha ciing
nen.

https://thuviensach.vn



Anh trai ga van nhw moi khi, ng6i yén nhw phong, chi Saki thi tat bat
chay day dé nhuw chu xi mot cudc hop dong hwong.

Ma sao, Koji nghi bung trong Itic ngam nghia hoi ban toan bac si cua anh
trai, ma sao m@i chi tam ba mwoi ma ai ndy nom ga khom thé kia. Nhin &
day chi c6 thé dwa ra nhan dinh rang, bac si la mot nghé c6 ty 1é béo phi va
hoi cao.

Doi vai Koji, gia nua la mot toi 16i.

Bong nhién, hinh anh cha chi Saki cii dau trwedc hién nha ga dem hom an
héi vut hién 1én. Con gdi t6i con vung vé lam, trdm sw nho gia dinh chi bdao
thém. N6i bu6n xuyén thau tam can minh lic d6 thyc ra la cam xtc gi?

Cha lé Kimiko hay Atsuko déu di lam dau nhuw thé sao.

Mon trang miéng dugc bay ra ban, ga di tim Yuri ma hinh anh Kimiko lai
xuat hién trong tam tri.

Kimiko oi la Kimiko.

D6 quy. Ga tham nghi trong con hoi twéng vé may tiéng dong ho ay &
Todoroki. Cai kiéu yéu duwong nhw thé r6 la khong t6t cho co thé. Phong cé
diéu hoa ma khong ai thém bat. Bén quan 4o trén ciling ai ndy ty cdi. Chang
kip thot 1én nira 101 dwa day, hai co thé dam mo hoi cudn vao nhau véi khat
khao dén nghet thd.

“Tom lai la Koji c6 thich nguwoi ta dau.”

Ga nhd Kimiko da hon doi thé. Kimiko treo do vuwéng viu 1én gia, roi
trach ct Koji ¢t nhw ¢6 gap chuyén gi bat cong lam. “Nguwoi ta thdy nhg, ai
chdng c6 luc ty nhién nhé thé chi?”

Koji budng tiéng thd dai khé nhoc trong ltic mang dia do trang miéng
cho Yuri dang tan chuyén véi Toru bén cira so.
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CHUONG 10

“B0 nay nguwoi ta mua la vi Koji day nhé.”

Mac chiéc 4o nit va quan 16t mau vang chée nht mau hoa hvéng duwong,
Kimiko nhao Ién ngwoi Koji v6i nu cwdi hanh phic trén b moi dinh day
nuwoc dao.

Dang la gitra trua.

“Dinh day trén miéng kia.”

Koji nam ldy c6 tay Kimiko. Tay c6 dang cam trai dao gan nhw chi con
hot. Mot mui thom ngot dam ddc quyeén lén.

Kimiko mac ké lao dén hon ga ngdu nghién. Ga nam 14y c6 tay kia cta
Kimiko. Bi khéa chat ca hai tay, Kimiko cwoi khung khuc trong trong c6
hong, viing vay c6 thoat, nhwng méi thi van nhét dinh roi.

Vira don nhan doi moi day vui vi trai cay, ga chong chan dinh vat ngtta
Kimiko ra song c6 twong ké tyu ké quap 14y chan ga cy lai. Khée gém, ga
t6 vé than phuc.

Koji nhan ra ban than ga cting dang cuwdi khiic khich trong lic 6m cham
lay Kimiko da mém nhiin ra ddy sau khi vira cudi vira rén ri. Ga moc
xuong, 16 ra vong eo gay gio xwong. Ga kéo Kimiko lai mot cach tho bao
khién c6 vira pha 1én cwdi, vira hon tGi tap 1én tran, 1én mi mat, 1én vang
thai duong ga, r6i khéo 1éo dung chan kéo han chiéc quan 16t xudng.

Hom ay Koji khong sao kiém ché noi, 1én dinh dén ba lan, dén ban than
ga cling khong dam tin vao diéu dé.

“Qi gioi, chét mat thoi.”

Khi con song tinh lwét qua, Koji hon hén nam ngita mat trén chiéc
giwong tro troi vi chan goi déu bi dap roi xuéng san nha. Lan gi6 nhe ua
vao qua ctta s6 chang du hong khé mo hoi.

“Ctt nhu da tha.”

“Gi0 méi biét sao.” Nam ngay bén canh, Kimiko thi tham, gac mét tay
1én bung Koji. Ga thdy sao minh yéu cai sttc nang ay dén thé.

“Chét mat, chét mat.” Koji lai théu thao.
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Pay la lan dau tién ga dan Kimiko vé nha. Ga budc phai nhuwgng bo
Kimiko ct ky neo rang kiéu gi cling muon dén choi. Dao nay c dong mot
cai la co ay lai ndi kiéu gi ciing, khi thi kiéu gi cling muon gap, ldc lai kiéu
gi cling muon nghe giong ga.

“O day c6 bon tim khong day?”

Cadi chiéc nit ngwc wét dam mo hoi, Kimiko ditng 1én, khoa than hoan
toan.

“Pang kia.” Tay chi phong tdm ma Koji nhin nhw hit hon vao tam than
tran ay.

“Nguoi dau ma dep thé!”

“Cam on,” Kimiko noéi sau vai gidy lang yén r6i mim cwdi hon 1én tran
Koji, “ngay nao ciing phai chién dau vai tudi gia va tang can day.”

Lic Kimiko néi mwon nha tam, roi buwdc vao trong ciing la lic Koji hiéu
thdu dén chan to ké toc y nghia cua tw tudi gia. Tang can thi biét ngay,
nhung tudi gia thi ga khong tai nao lién twdng dwoc né nhw thé nao néu xét
vé mat thanh am.

“Nay, cau nhin xem, ong kia choi that tuyét.”

Bubi t6i, Yuri ng6i uéng lemonade tai quay bar, quay nguwdi nhin vi
khach quen.

“Nghe tiéng choc gay khac han, khéng can nhin cling biét dugc la 6ng ay
danh.”

Qua la vay.

“Ong ta 1a Maeda.”

Ga vtra dit 10i, Yuri da tron mat ngac nhién, miéng van ngdm 6ng muit,
c6 héi rang sao biét.

“Thi khach quen nén biét thoi.”

Koji dap vay song thyc ra la ga nghe Kazumi néi lai. Kazumi la c6 gai
Maeda van di cung, thi thodng dén tap mot minh tir khodng ntra thang
tredc. Kazumi ndi co maéi hoc 16p Mudi hai.

“Khong biét 6ng ta 1a nguwdi nhu thé nao nhi?”

Yuri quay sang phia Maeda.

“Nay, co Yu —ri!”
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Koji tat nhién la c6 hitng thu véi Kazumi hon véi Maeda nhung rd rang
la ga khong vui vé gi vGi viéc Yuri dam dudi nhin ga dan 6ng khac. Ga gio
ngon tro 1én chia vé phia Yuri ltic ¢6 van dang quay ngwoi lai nhin phia sau.

“Bo cai kiéu nhin ay di, c6 chi dugc phép nhin nguwdi dan 6ng tredc mat
minh!”

Yuri cwdi ngat nghéo roi chua ngoa, dé hdm!

Nam nao cfling vay, ctt dén ky nghi he, Toru lai thay thoi gian thira thai.
Ngoi nghe Joni Mitchell, cau hoi twéng lai va cudi mot minh. H6i nhd,
minh da ttng mot minh miét mai giét thdi gian véi tro choi mo hinh, hét
xép lai pha. H6i nho hon nita, c6 thé nghich mot minh khéng biét chan
trong chiéc bé boi thong minh duwgc bom cang va do day nwéc dat & ban
cong. Nghi lai thay that ngoc, trong cai bé boi bé bang cai mat mudi ay ma
vac du th¢ vao choi, hét phao, dén kinh boi, r6i lai 6ng thd, va sau cung la
ca chan vit.

Chi hém nao cha Toru ¢ nha thi cdu méi dwoc choi bé boi. Ciing bdi me
cau chang bao gid chiu danh thdi gian bom nuwéc vao hay xa nwéc ra. Boi
lai, cha cau ldc nao ciing xang xai gitp cau cé cho nghich nuéc.

Oi céi thoi 4u tho...

Toru tram tw v6i tam trang la lung. H6i dy, &® m6t minh la diéu duwong
nhién. Mot minh ciling chang sao. Co6 céi gi do kién cwong va tro 1i thé nao
ay.

Lan dau tién cau nghe Joni Mitchell 1a tai quan bar & khu Nishisabu
trong mot lan gan day. D6 la nhac si ma Shifumi yéu cau.

Nhac cta Joni Mitchell, Carol King, CCR, Elton John, r6i Rolling
Stones, toan nhitng ca khiic la hoac véi Toru.

Khong biét Shifumi thé nao nhi, hay thir goi dién xem sao, Toru nghi.
Quen nhau da dugc ba nam, vady ma dén gid cau van chua thé tw tin cha
dong goi dién. Cho du Shifumi néi nhe nhu khéng, rang dirng ban tam va
goi c6 ay lic nao cling dwgc. Phong Toru rong muwdi mét vuong, trong do
c6 ké ban, giwvong va ké sach, moi thit mot chiéc. Hai bén giwong la hai cuc
am li. Vay la hét cho. Tu quan ao con con dwgc thiét ké gan sau vao tuong,
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cau nhét tat cad quan ao vao do. Toru thich nhitng thi xung quanh minh that
nho nhan. Piéu do6 khién cau thiy yén tam vi nhin mot cai la bao quat dugc
hét.

Cau rat trong ké sach ra tap dnh ma gan day cau thay hay va mua luén &
ctta hang ctia Shifumi.

“Sa thich tao nha nhi.”

Lic & quay tinh tién, Shifumi da néi nhu vay.

Goi dén cho c6 4y xem nao, y nghia ay w6t qua dau va Toru di ra phong
khach. Bao trong phong minh khong cé dién thoai thi hau hét dam ban cau
déu l1dy lam ngac nhién, nhung me cau hiém khi & nha nén du thé Toru
cling khong cam thay mat tw do.

Khong ai nhdc may. Sau nam héi chuéng chd la mdt giong nit vang 1én,
s06 may quy khach dang goi hién gid dang ban, xin vui 1ong goi lai sau.

Khoang céch tré nén ro rang hon bao gio hét. Shifumi dang ¢ noi ma cau
khong tai nao véi tdi dwgc. Do dyw mot hoi, Toru chui tot vao phong minh,
trong long ho then vi cud dién thoai bat thanh vira r6i. Va thé la cau lai thtra
thai thoi gian.

Koji van chwra ¢6 linh cam treeée vé mot ky nghi hé t6i té nhat sap dén.

Nghi rang cling da dén lic phai di xin viéc, dong thdi cling dinh tim hiéu
thong tin vé mot hai cho ¢ cyu sinh vién trong trieong nho gidi thiéu gitp,
nhung Koji biét ga sé liwa chon cach nao dé hiéu qua hon.

“Qi gioi, vao day thi toan 1ii dyc rya véi nhau, nhin chan chét.”

Yamamoto 1am bam tai ban trong mot quan rugu 6n a.

“Thich thi di dén cho nao c6 dan ba ma choi.”

Koji byc minh liéc sang Yamamoto. Thang nay khong té nhung yéu 6t
qua. Chang dam lam chuyén gi ca.

“Vi td thi duc rya cling chang sao.”

Hashimoto cuwdi hénh héch, han uéng sinh t6 buwéi bang chiéc coc vai to
twong.

“Chang sao thi cling khiép day.”
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Koji dap. Ban than ga ciing thich ng6i mot hoi dan 6ng udng rugu véi
nhau. Nhat 1a h6m nay.

Kimiko ngay hom nay that kho wa.

Ban dau thi su6n sé. Lic ga dén 16p Yoga ¢ Ebisu don, Kimiko con tuoi
cwoi di xudng tir trén cau thang cta toa nha cii k¥, vong tay ra sau gay, 6m
cham lay ga. Thoi tiét thi tuyét dep. Vang mat trdi toa sang ruc rd, ca hai ré
ngay vao mdt khach san tinh yéu. Ngoi trong 0 t0, Kimiko ké 1€ rang cu6i
tuan vira roi c6 da di danh golf v6i chong. T Iic vao phong khach san
Kimiko bat dau lam ga phat long.

“Ké veé ban géi cua Koji di.” Co dy yéu cau.

“Ban géi?”

“Luc héi c6 chwa cdu chang béao cé réi con gi, cling lau 1au r6i.”

Ga khong nhé nén danh trong lang. “T6i da ndi thé a?”

Co6 thé minh no6i vé Yuri, cling c6 thé la co6 bé quen tredc dd, hoi con lam
nhan vién truc citu hd bé boi. Hay ciing c6 thé chi 1a 15i néi d6i. It nhat tai
thoi diém gap Kimiko, Koji khong cap ke véi ai ca.

“C06 sao dau nao, chuyén co la dwong nhién thoi.”

Kimiko that dai nhw dia.

“Ldy dau ra.”

Koji tam thoi chong ché, rang ga chi c6 Kimiko ma thoi.

Ga cdi khuy 4o Kimiko, hén Ién bau ngyc. Kimiko khong phén tng gi.

Lén givong Kimiko cling khong hé dong day, nhin chong choc 1én tran
nha.

“BDinh choi tro gi thé?”

Ti&c khong dé dau cho hét nhung ga van c6 budng 16i ong buém. Kimiko
ué odi guwgng day, nhat quan do réi mac luon. Cai quai gi thé chi, Koji raa
tham.

“O kia!”

Goi Kimiko cling khong tra 161, Koji thd dai, ga cling danh nhat quan ao
ctia minh mac vao. Kimiko tr¢ mat vao ding khoanh khac dy. Gwong mat
c6 dy lic quay lai chat chita m6t n6i buén ménh mang, ro6i trit hét bue tirc
vao cau noi quen thudc: “Xét cho cung, Koji c6 thich nguoi ta dau.”
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“Co6 chir.” Co thi mdi 16 hét ra nhw thé chi, ga nghi bung. “Cha hiéu sao
lai cau lén thé.”

Ca hai khong néi cau nao, nhin thang vao nhau mét lic lau.

“Koji ¢6 thich nguoi ta dau, sao c6 thé than nhién nhw khong thé chi?”
Kimiko ldp lai cau n6i mot lan nita v6i giong noi lanh lanh, réi quo lay
chiéc tii khoac vai.

“Binh tinh da nao, t6i chang hiéu gi sat.”

Theo phan xa ty nhién, ga tién dén, va cting theo phan xa tw nhién, ga ép
Kimiko sat vao twong.

“Binh tinh da nao.”

Co thé Kimiko néng dén kinh ngac. Ga twdng c6 sé bat khéc nhung
khong, Kimiko don sttc vao hai tay vung vay co thoét.

“Bubng ra,” Kimiko diém tinh néi.

“Khong budng.”

Vi sao khong budng ra thi ban than ga cling khong rd, nhung ct qua
quyét nhw thé. Ga ndy ra y nghi, gio cang phai nga vdi co dy, nén ga khong
roi mat khoi Kimiko van dang nhin day thach thitc. Nu hon cuong nhiét cta
ga khién Kimiko hung phan, ga dinh bung du c6 phai dung bao lyc cling
phai dé nghién ra, va cudi cung, Kimiko cuong nhiét chang kém su6t mot
gio sau do.

“That chang ra lam sao.” Koji nhé lai va thd dai. “Sao c6 ay lai cdm tinh
dén nhuwong ay chi?”

“Lai nita r6i.” Hashimoto cwdi nhan nhé. “Cau cwr that day.”

N6i r6i han déc 1dy doc dé lo 6t bot yéu thich 1én dia mayonaise.

“Co qua tay khong day?”

Yamamoto kéu lén, nhwng nhanh hon cd Hashimoto, Koji chdm miéng
muc kho cho 1én miéng chén ngon lanh.

Chang 1é day la mot kiéu ghen tuong? Nhin thi c6 vé nhu thé, song that
ra Kimiko no6i cau vi diéu gi thi Koji khong tai nao ly gidi n6i. Hon thé, ga
cling khéng nghi minh cé thé ly gidi dwgc. Biét dau do lai 1a man dao dau
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hoang dai ctia Kimiko. Thuc sy thi ga cling khong mudén 6m trong long méi
hoai nghi do.

Péng nao ciing vay, sé dén liic phdi chia tay. Y nghi ay thuong truc khip
moi ngoc ngach trong dau Kaoji.

Cau nghe nhac da phat chan.

Trwa nay, Toru di cat téc. Con hom qua, cau lai theo nhém ban dai hoc di
xem gidi bong chay trong trvong. Nhat nhw nwdc 6¢. Cau chang cé viéc gi
khac ngoai hai budi day gia sw mot tuan. Cau dang thira thai thoi gian.

ba gan mot thang nay Toru khéng gap Shifumi.

Cau c6 linh cam bai thi hoc ky mot khong dwgc kha quan, két qua caa
viéc khong dong dén bai v&, nén chgt ndy ra y dinh ngay mai lai dén thw
vién sau mot thoi gian dai. Hoi cap Ba, trong khi nhitng thang khac hoc
thém ¢ trung tam hay truong dy bi thi cau hoc them ¢ trung tam hay treong
du bi thi cau hoc & thw vién. Toru thdy minh c6 thé tinh tam & dé.

Mat troi mai chwa khudt béng. Nam lwoi biéng trén chiéc ghé x6 pha
trong phong khach, Toru nham mat, dinh sé lam mot giac du da qua trva tw
lau.

Thoi gian Toru & trong phong khach nhiéu 1én tir khi quen Shifumi. it
nhat ¢ day sé khong lo nhd mat cudc dién thoai nao.

Cau vtra thiép di thi chudng dién thoai reo. Thanh thtt quén cé y nghi dau
day bén kia la Shifumi, y nghi thvong tric trong cau moéi khi nhac ong
nghe.

bién thoai cua cha cau.

“Dao nay thé nao con?”

Con khoe, cau tra 10i.

“Nghi he chua?”

ROi cha cdu bdo hay hai cho con di an com vi cling da 1au lam r6i. Biéu
hoa trong phong qua manh, Toru lanh toat cd ngwoi. Cau véi chiéc diéu
khién tat di.

“Vang, ngay bay gio ha b6?”
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Toru néi va cdm nhan & dau day bén kia, cha cau thé phao nhe nhom.
Ngoai ctra so, trgi van con sang.

“Vtra mdi ngu day a?”

Duong nhw nghe giong cau la 6ng doan ra lién.

“Vang, con vira ngu mot chut,” Toru thtra nhan.

“Thé a.”

Cha cau noi, giong 6ng pha lan tiéng cwoi. Hen gdp tai van phong cua
ong sau mot tiéng nita ro6i Toru gac mdy. Vira dat xuéng, cau c6 cam giac
khoang cach vdi Shifumi dwong nhu néi rong hon.

Trudce ldc di, cau xa voi hoa sen that k§ vung c6, ca mat va xung quanh
dau, nhitng noi &m mui tir ctra hiéu cat téc. Chang hiéu vi sao, tit ngay xua,
cai mui ctra hiéu cat toc dy khién ciu thdy minh nhw con nit.

T trén con doc noi lién véi ga tau dién, co thé thay thap Tokyo mdi bat
dau l1én den noi bat trén nén tréi mau tia.

Cha Toru mac 4o phéng Polo mau kem, ng6i uong bia ngon lanh, ké
chuyén gan day 6ng c6 nhan thiét ké mot ngoi nha & Hayama, noi that mau
trang la cht dao. Ngay ca tam luGi che chan qua cho thung rac cling la loai
mau trang thira riéng.

“Ho thich mau trang dén thé co a?”

Cau binh luan khién 6ng bat cudi. Nghi ciing phéi néi diéu gi do, thé la
Toru ké vé sy tham bai trong ky thi hoc ky mét. Cha cau tat nhién nghe rat
hao hitng.

“Thoi con a, thi c c6 g1 quan trong dau,” ong noi sau khi nghe xong.

“Vang, danh rang la thé.”

Chang phdi khong thich nhung Toru thay long minh trong trdi la thuwong
khi noéi chuyén vdi cha cau. Duong nhw 16i ndi khong phat huy ding chirc
nang cua 101 noi.

“Bo6 con di cau khong?”

Cau c6 chuyén cha deé.

Canh tay cha cau giac lén quay bar trong béo tron va cuc nich.

“Con, vira roi b6 cau dugc mot con ca Ayu.”
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Mu ban tay phai 6ng c6 mot vét seo nhé, vét bong do nghich phao bong
hoi bé.

“Thé a?”

Toru c6 cam twdng, moi cudc giao tiép déu v nghia néu do6 khong phai
la v&i Shifumi. Loi néi caa cau chi van hanh tron tru doi v6i Shifumi ma
thoi. Khong phéi v&i Shifumi thi dén an uéng cau ciing chang thiét nita.

“Con khong an gi sao?”

Cha Toru n6i nhu thé 6ng nhin thau tdm can cau.

“Pau c6 a.” Toru dap, udng can ly bia loai nho.

Trwéc day, hoi cha cau van & chung, nha cau cé treo mot khung tranh
trén bitc twong nhin ra ctta chinh. Po6 1a cai khung tranh lam tir moéi cau gia
bang l6ng chim, tréng nhw hang van con con trung day mau sac sac s xép
thanh hang. Toru hoi ay van hay v6 ¢é ngam nhin. Cau chgt nhé vé né lic
hai cha con ng6i udng rugu.
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CHUONG 11

Quéan banh mi ndm & goéc pho la ctra hang hoi cap Ba cau va Koji van
thwong ghé mua trén duwong di hoc vé. Tw hoi dy, gia da ré bat ngo. Cira
hang nay mot nita la quay tap hoa, trong hoi lem luéc nhung lai c6 phong
cach rieng.

“Pay a?”

Yuri héi va Toru dap, rang chinh 1a day. Ba gio chiéu. Ph6 thwa bong
ngwoi, nang x6i xa. Khu chung cu yén tinh nam doi dién ga tau dién cau
van thuwong dao bo tir hoi cap Ba.

“Lén dinh doc nay la cé tram xe buyt, tuyén dudng long vong nhung t6
v6i Koji thinh thoang van di.”

Toru gidi thich. Trong anh nang chéi chang Yuri dang nheo mat nhin vé
phia quan mi.

“Mot khong gian hoai c6,” Yuri binh luan.

Quan banh mi van nam & d6, tham chi con nhin dwgc ca khoang khong
mo t6i sau bén trong qua tdm ctra kinh dang m@ san, vay ma giong diéu ctia
Yuri vang 1én nhr dang mo vé mot noi rat xa.

“Vao ctra tht khong?”

Toru cat tiéng héi nhung Yuri lac dau t choi.

Lic nhan dugc dién thoai tir Yuri, rang muon di dao quanh truong cap
Ba cuia Koji, Toru thue sy boi roi.

“Sao cau khong bao Koji dan di?”

Yuri hoi do dy dap: “Khong, vdi Koji 1a chuyén khac, t& chi muon di dao
th6i.”

“Ciing chang sao ca.”

Toru tra 101 nwdc doi thi Yuri lién bao: “Thé thi tot qua.”

bém qua, dau sao cau ciing goi trdc cho Koji. Ga da nghe Yuri noi roi.

“Qi gioi, phién cau qua, hinh nhu ¢6 dy dang tréng chd diéu gi.”

Nang quay quat. Ca hai ghé vao may ban hang tw dong ngay tredc quan
banh mi mua coca. Yuri ldy khan mui xoa thim mo6 héi cho khoeo tay.
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Ca hai ditng dwa vao hang rao mat cdo duwgi chan doc, uéng coca. Bung
vi tri khi xwa an banh mi véi Koji.

“T@ vt cap ra dang kia, ditng dwa vao day, con Koji thi ngo6i bét & cho
kia.”

Toru vira ké, sac mat Yuri lién tré nén vui vé. Sat quan banh mi la mot
ctra hang cat toc cii xap xé&, cai cot quang cao c6 ba dai mau uon lwgn dang
quay tron. C dén day la Toru lai nhin né cham chu.

“Cau da noi nhitng chuyen gi ¢ day voi Koji?”

“Chuyén gi la sao chi, nhiéu khong ké xiét.”

“U nhi,” dwong nhv Yuri cling tw nhan thdy cau héi ciia minh that ngd
ngan, co bat cwdi khién Toru ciing cudi theo.

“Nay, cau thich Koji dén mic ay sao?”

Toru buot miéng héi, Yuri cling dap khong do du: “T¢ thich cau ay.”

Truwong cap Ba, ctra hang tién 1gi canh trwong, trung tam tro choi dién ti
¢ khu phd ma ngay xwa hai dita thwong nhdy tau xuéng choi, ctra hang
banh mi. Pi dau nita bay gio.

“Gio sao nhi? Hay minh lén xe buyt?”

“DPi nao,” Yuri hao hirng dap.

Koji thdy la khi ban than ga khong may may kho chiu véi viéc Toru va
Yuri gdp riéng vGi nhau. Béi 1€ ga thuwong ty phan tich ban than va két luan
rang, minh thudc loai ghen dong trdi va luon canh giac cao do.

Vay ma hai ngwoi dy khi & cung nhau lai cé thé x6a tan moi canh giac.
Nguoi ta tin cay von khong nhiéu, nhung mot khi da dat niém tin thi sé tin
dén cung.

Ngay the Tv dep troi. Truong dai hoc vao ky nghi he that nhan tan.
Khuon vién tredng rong dén mitc chira t6i hai san bong chay, san chau dién
kinh, san choi béng ném, lan bai tdp ban cung. Cong viéc lam thém thi
nghiém trén co thé nguoi ma ga tim thdy trén ban thong tin nhanh chéng
két thic sau mot gio dong ho. Cho dong dién chay qua tay hodc chan truéc
st bdo dam ctia gido vién khoa thé duc va sinh vién cac treong khac. Cong
viéc chi c6 vay.
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Nong qué! Koji rit mét diéu thude, cham Itra. Pi ngang qua day nha cau
lac b6 van héa nghé thuat, vang 1én tiéng sinh vién khoa kich tap phat am té
khong dé dau cho hét, khién bau khéng khi cang tré nén oi biic.

Hom nay ga quyét dinh vé nha. Can phdi ban bac vé chuyén xin viéc,
nhung tridc dé, chac sé dugce an thoa thich nhitng mén me ga nau.

Nhu thwong 1€, Shifumi moi rat dot ngdt. “Cudi tuan chi di Karuizaki,
cau di choi véi chi mot hom nhé?”

Dot nang néng kéo dai. Toru va Shifumi ngoi trong quan Franny trong
mot budi chiéu ta sau khi con giong vira 4o xuong, quét sach pho xa va lam
cho khong khi tré nén mat lanh.

“Nha chi c6 biét thy ¢ do.”

Cubng hong nhé nhan cta Shifumi chuyén dong moi lan c6 nhap moi
uodng Vodka.

“Biét thu?”

Toru quay lai, Shifumi gat dau va n6i dé la mot noi tuyét voi.

Nguwoi minh nhé dén quay quat dang & gan bén.

Chi mai nham nhéap vdi cai hién thyc ay, Toru chang con long da nao
mang tdi thi khac. Cudi tudn va biét thy déu trd nén xa voi.

Toru nhé da diét va chi to twdng suot vé Shifumi. Cau doc cudn sach co
ay tung doc, nghe ban nhac co ay titng nghe. BDén mic cau twdng chirng
minh bi bénh phat dién 1én roi.

Shifumi van ung dung, nham nhi ly riegu mét cach diéu da, than nhién
nhw thé hdm qua cling gap, hom nay ciing gap, chit chwa bao gio ném Toru
xuong vire tham kho dau.

“0) d6 choi dugc tennis.”

Shifumi no6i khién Toru thoang baéi rdi.

“Chua choi tennis bao gio.” Cau thanh that.

“Con nguodi nay di &ng véi thé thao kia!”

Mot tay chéng cam, Shifumi thich thi nhin Toru. Mét c6 dy cong cong
hinh hat diéu, dep hait hon.

“N6i vay chit chi cling nghi thé. That ngau nhién!”
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RO6i ¢6 cham thu6c, nha khoi.

“Golf thi chi cling biét choi, nhung chac cau khong choi duge dau nhi?”

Chiu thoi, Toru dap vay va Shufumi reo lén: “Tuyét voi. Chi chia ghét
loai dan 6ng choi golf.”

C0 con nhac di nhac lai l1a that tuyét voi.

“Chung ta tha ho xa lang cudc doi. Uong rugu, nga trua.”

Loi néi ay bay dén tai Toru khién cau twong chirng khong thé noi. Ngot
lim dén mic khéng dam tin dé la sy thurc.

“O ludn day ha?”

“Puwong nhién roi,” Shifumi thodng nhac nhién. C6 khé cudi rang hoi gi
ma la vay, roi uéng can ly Vodka.

“Cau khong phai mang gi dau, cai gi can thi mua sau.”

Nhin dong ho, Shifumi ditng day.

“Chi phai di ro6i, cau c* ngbi uong di, an gi cho do déi.”

Vang, Toru dap, trong long cau sao cho noi that vong khong hién hién ra
mat, co lam cho ra vé mot nu cuoi.

Canh ctra nang trich ctia quan Franny dong sap lai sau lwng. Thé r6i Toru
dot nhién chi c6 mot minh.

Sau gio tennis v&i Yuri vao lic sang s6m la mot cua day gia su. Sau bita
trira véi nhém Oysako-don ¢ nha c6 bé cham hiéu van goi ga la “anh thay”,
la cudc tinh vung trom v6i Kimiko.

Dao nay, ga gdp Kimiko bon lan méi tuan, vao nhitng hom c6 di hoc
thém. Tan suat tredc day chuva tirng cé. D6 1a nhu cau cta Kimiko, hay la
ham muon ctia ban than minh? Koji kho c6 thé phan biét rach roi.

Duy chi c6 mot diéu ga dam chac, la c thé nay thi nguy. Nhu cau cta
Kimiko ngay mot tdng chong mdt. Va mong muon cua ga cling vay. Hai
cam xuc dy dang gdp nhau tai can ké gi6i han. Bung la can ké.

“Mui da cau that hap dan!”

Dot nhién hon 1én bap chan ga, Kimiko noi.

“Mui cua tuoi tré, thom ngat.”

R6i hon 1én dui, 1én bung va ba vai.

“Cau chang c6 cho nao thira thai.”
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Can phong nho hep, lai khong cé cita s6 nén t6i om, khong con khai
niém veé thoi gian.

“Thura la sao?”

“La ma nay, la nguc nay.”

Koji hoi bat ngo.

“Co6 day, cai nao cha cé.”

Chang ngai ngan, Kimiko nhin thang xudng dwdi khi gi van dang nam
ngtra mat 1én troi, réi mién cudng budng cau két luan: ciing hoi hoi.

“Néu ngue ma la do thtra thai thi, toi thich cai thira thai day.”

Koji xoay minh, 6m cham lay Kimiko ti* phia sau lwng, hai tay lan mam
mé tirng bau vi. Kimiko pha Ién cwdi, vung ra r6i cdi xuéng nhat chiéc tai
xach, 1an tim trong do va ndi.

“C6 qua cho cau day.”

Nhin vat Kimiko trao tay, Koji nhiu may, mét chiéc dién thoai di dong.

“Cau dung nhé.”

Lén giong cudi cau nhw mot cau hoi, Kimiko lo lang quan sat biéu 16 trén
guong mat Koji.

“Tail sao?”

Giong Koji day birc xtic, dén mitc chinh ga cling nghi rang n6 phat 16 ra
mat. Birc xic khung khiép. Lam sao minh c6 thé vui vé dén nhan mot chiéc
dién thoai di dong tir tay mot ngwdi dan ba ¢ do tudi trung nién dang khéa
than co chr.

“Tai sao chtt, c6 cai nay, liéc lac tién hon. Ma thanh nién thoi dai nay co
dién thoai cting la binh thuong thoi.”

Sao nguwoi dan ba nay khong hiéu nhi, rang cai ly do thanh nién thoi dai
ma khong c6 dién thoai thi chi don gian la vi khong co6, thé thoi.

“Thi cau c cam 14y ciling dugc chi¢ sao.”

Kimiko noi véi cai giong nhv muon at di, roi lai da thém dén chuyén
chdng lién quan gi dén ban chat van dé: “Lic nao cau hen vdi ban gai thi tat
may di, co sao dau.”

“Toi khong thich phai dung thit nay,” Koji noéi, “cai cam giac bi tr6i budc
khong thé nao chju néi.
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“Thé thi théi,” Kimiko khéng hé bién sac, chua ngoa néi, roi giat phat
lay chiéc dién thoai ti* tay ga, ném nhw pha vao trong thung rac. Chiéc
thung rac lam bang kim loai vang 1én tiéng kéu lodng xoang.

Khi bi kich dong, moi hanh dong cia Kimiko tré nén thai qua. San so
chay khap phong, vo 1ay quan &o roi hung huc mac vao.

“Binh tinh da nao!”

Koji n6i. Liéc vao trong thung rac thi thdy nap sau lung chiéc dién thoai
da roi xa, tung ca pin.

“P0 vat o6 toi tinh gi dau, sao lai phii phang thé.”

Kimiko chang thém dé tai nghe, ci¥ lam bam nhw n6i mot minh. “Ngdc
nghéch, minh that ngéc nghéch, chi ty lam khé minh.”

Kimiko binh thwong dé thwong la vay ma ldc gian dir lai khién ga lién
twong tGi me ga khi ba dang dién tiét 1én vi diéu gi. Mot gwong mat dan ba
day bi an.

“Pu roi day Kimiko,” ga nghi c6 khi sttc chiu dung ctia minh dén day la
hét, khong theo ndi roi.

“Lam sao c6 thé gan Koji hon nita. D6 la diéu t6i ludn nung nau trong
long. Lam sao dén gan hon ma khong lam cau phdai vueéng ban diéu gi?”

Kimiko da mac xong quan ao, giong c6 giita chirng bong nhién tré nén
run ray.

“Sao cau c6 thé dirng dung thé chit?” Va co oa khdc. “Tai sao, tai sao lai
ding dung nhw thé?”

Koji ngtrta mdt lén troi tho dai.

Karuizawa, mdt ngay nang dep.

T ga Tokyo, mat sdu muoi lam phit ng6i trén con tau Shinkansen mau
bac. Cau bdo di du lich v6i héi ban dai hoc. Me Toru nhin thang vao mat
cau nhw thoang cé chiit nghi ngo roi dan do di ditng can than.

Cau hen Shifumi & ga. Shifumi n6i duwong vang nén dén s6m, c6 mac
mot chiéc vdy mong mua hé mau xanh tham dé 10 canh tay tran trang tréo.

“Hanh ly dau?” Thdy Shifumi chi xach moi chiéc tti khoac vai nhw
thwong 16. Toru hoi. Minh chi & mot dém nhung c6 ay dinh & lai dé it 1au.
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“Hanh ly? Cau can gi ca?”

Shifumi twoi cwdi héi lai, khodnh khac dy cho Toru biét rang ca hai dang
tw do. Cau cam thdy gid muon gi cling lam dwgc, hau nhw la thé. Tay khong
cling c6 thé di tdi bat ¢t noi dau. Twdng chirng cé thé chu du mai mai.

Trén thuyre t€, tat thay nhitng gi dién ra ngay hom 4y qua hanh phic doi
v6i Toru, dén mitc cau twdng rang cam xuc cta minh van qua hoi hot, that
phi cta gidi. Cau mudn thwdng thic ting th mat, that cham rai, vay ma
hanh phtic ci# nhw canh vat ngoai 6 ctra s6 dang lwét qua loang loang, v oa
roi tan bién truede sy bat Iwe cua cau.

Trén tau Shinkansen, Shifumi ngo6i uéng lon bia do chinh tay cau khui
nap. Vai Toru, thé cling 1a mot niém sung swdéng khon cung. Lic chiéc xe
day ban d6 an vat di qua, cau mua may qua quyt dong lanh chi vi thay
Shifumi thich. C6 an ngon lanh.

Lic nao Shifumi cling & trong thé gidi ctia c6 dy nén minh khong c6
nhiéu co hoi thé hién, Toru van thwong nghi vay, va hién gio Shifumi noi
bat gitta dam dong mot cach ky la, khién cau thdy minh phai cé trach nhiém
chd che.

Toru dén Karuizawa trong tam trang ay.

“Néng qua troi,” budc ra khoi cira soat vé, Shifumi lién néi. Gio tay che
nang, nhin quanh phia treéc nha ga mot lic 1au, Shifumi hoi: “Cau thich
lam gi?”

Lam gi trong khoang thdi gian van thudc vao pham tru budi sang co chit.

“Bat ké diéu gi.”

Toru dap. Khong phadi la bdt ké diéu gi vGi y bdt ké diéu gi cling thé, ma
la bat ké diéu gi cling thich lam.

“D6 dang ghét,” Shifumi mim cwoi, hinh nhw cling nhan ra diéu dé.
“Vay minh don phong truéc r6i di dau thi di.”

Shifumi noéi, c6 budc di trong nang.

“Chu tri?”

Koji néi qua dién thoai c6 vé khong hao hitng cho lam. Chu tri hop 16p,
cong viéc chuyén rudc 1dy phién ha.
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“Lén nam th tw 1a moi ngwdi di du lich hét, di lam mot cai cang khong
gap dugc nhau, cau c6 nghi thé khong? Tt hoi tot nghiép dén gid van chua
tu tap lan nao.” B4 la 16i dé nghi cta c6 ban cii cap Ba, gid dang hoc
treong dai hoc nit sinh.

“Nhitng chuyén nay phai c6 ai d6 nhac caai méng lwdi nhac 1én, khong
thi chdng nén com chéo gi, ding khéng nao? Moi ngudi déu danh gia cau
cao day, Koji a.”

Cai cd gai nay néi sé lo tap hgp hoi con géi, chang 1€ ¢6 ta cling cho rang
ban than minh dwgc danh gia cao hay sao.

“Ca c6 Uchida nita, c6 n6i sé tham gia néu minh t6 chitc dung dip he vi
cling mudn gap moi nguwoi.”

Lich ngay mai la tham gia bita tiéc vGi ban be cua cha ga. Mua he cua
sinh vién dai hoc nam thi ba la mua he di tim viéc. Kimiko thi dinh nhw
hinh vGi béng. Viéc lam thém cling chang thé loi tay. Gio lai 6m thém vu
hop 16p nita u?

“Ciling hay day ch?” Nghi mot dang néi mot néo. “T@ biét mot quan
hay lam, chi c6 diéu & cho lam thém cta t6.”

Chinh ga ciing biét ban chat minh nhw vay. Néi cach khac 1a khd ndng
hanh dong phi thuong.

“On r6i,” o ban cii thé phao.

“Mika c6 tham gia khong nhi?”

Ga noi tén c6 bé dé thwong nhat 16p ma ga cé thé nhd trong mét chép
mat.

“lida, va Manani nitra.”

Tuan ty liét ké theo tri nhé nhung Koji khong con nhé ré6 khuon mat cta
bat c ai.
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CHUONG 12

Tat cd do dac déu pha duwdi mot 16p bat. Toru cung Shifumi, hai ngudi
vira lat tung tirng chiéc, hit ha cai mui am mdéc boc 1én vi bui va d6 dac cii
k¥ ma thay that dé chiu. Can phong khong du anh sang vi tang mét chi c6
ding mot 6 ctra s6 con con.

“Biét thy nay mua bao nam r6i?”

Toru do héi. A hé, Shifumi nghiéng nghiéng dau, nhin quanh véi vé mit
nhw mudn noi rang lam sao ma biét duogc.

“Ban dau la nha ctia ba me chong.”

“Ai cha.”

“Cam may hut bui vao nhi.” Shifumi nhanh nhau noi.

Nha réng. Tang hai cé ba phong ngt va hai phong tam nho, ngoai ra la
du cac loai tu chita co man nao la cac trang thiét bi.

“Phong tam la noi chi thich nhat trong céi biét thy nay.”

Cai phong tam Shifumi n6i dén qua nhién hoanh trang.

“Kiéu c6 dién day.”

Gach men kiéu nghé thuat may trang sita, doi cho c6 hoa tiét hinh con
ga. Bon tam cling mau trang stta, thon dai uén lwgn nhu chan meéo.

“Sang nhi,” nhin ctra so, Toru noi.

Thyc té chi dung mot trong ba phong ngt nén ciling chi can don phong
d6. Can phong nhé nhan dé thwong c6 mot chiéc giwvdng, mot chiéc ghé va
mot chiéc ta dung do.

“Chang biét dai con nghe dugc khong.”

Shifumi hoi. Toru véi tay bat chiéc dai cat xét ai d6 dat nham cho trén
néc ta. Giong tau hai ré tién vang 1én khong dung lic. Bat giac Toru thay
Shifumi lai gan, ngay sau dé 1a moéi tim moi. Cau ditng yén dén nhan doi
moi mém mai dy. M6t nu hon khe khé, diu dang, dong thoi chat chiva day
cam xuc. Tay dién tau hai 1ai nhai nhat théch mai khong thoi.

Su6t doc duong t6i day, ngbi trong taxi, cau dugc Shifumi gigi thiéu vé
cac dia diém hai bén duong: “Khu nay nao nhiét lam, toan cac cttra hang
ban mat ong, ban banh cookie Lavender; phia trwdc la bao tang my thuat,
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dang sau c6 mot ham rwgu; khu nay ma dén vao mua déng thi buon thoi
rudt, dong co kho héo hét.” Khu biét thy nam cach ga tau kha xa.

Chinh don xong phong 6c thi da qua trua.

“Yén tinh qua.” Tho dau ra ngoai ctra s6, nham mat lai ti xa, tinh khong
mot tiéng dong nao khac.”

Theo ké hoach, chiéu t6i mai Asano sé dén day. Toru ngoanh lai nhin
Shifumi. Vay la con tron tria mot ngay dugc 6 canh nhau.

“Pady la noi xa x6i héo lanh ma,” Shifumi dap. “T6i dén con yén tinh
phat sg.”

Shifumi trong anh nang giita ban trwa, nhin nhw chi hon Toru chit it tu6i.

“Lat nita minh vao rirng dao nhé.”

Khuon mat nho nhan, lan da trang tréo, mai toc mém mai gon gang.

“Cau c6 mang sach theo khong?”

Shifumi héi. Toru lac dau. Sach? Ly gi ma mang thit 4y dén noi nay.
Nhat 1a lai con c6 Shifumi & gan bén.

Shifumi nghi nggi diéu gi, vé mat rat nghiém trong roi néi. “Vay chi sé
cho cau mugn truyén gi d6. O day ma cung doc truyén thi tuyét cti méo. Hy
vong rang dém nay c6 trang.

Chac sé c6 théi, Toru nghi. Shifumi da muon thé thi c6 dén hai vang
trang cling chang 14y gi lam la.

“Xem giwong chiéu thé nao da roi di.”

Shifumi n6i ham y da don thi don mét thé cho xong.

Mot ngay ngot ngao la nhu thé nay sao. Toru nha tham, thé mot hoi dai
nhw dira tré thoa man vat chat 1an tinh than.

Mot ctta hang nho nho, anh den yéu 6t. Bia lanh, mon nom dwa chudt va
sita ngot mat. Con gi6 lua vao tir canh cita mé san, tréi ram mat nén khong
can dén diéu hoa ciling dé chiu.

Sau khi thi? cdi givong, Toru cung vao tam vGi Shifumi. Phong tdm mau
trang stta. Da dé Shifumi toat ra mui thom nhu trai 18.
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Déang thon tha ditng bén buéng tam. Lan da gdp lanh n6i da ga hién 1én
trong nang. Dong nwdc am ap dang phun trao. Chang hé ndy ra y mudn 6m
cham 14y ma au yém, Toru c¥ ngan ngo ngam nhin.

Shifumi trong that khoan thai trong phong tdam dwuoc 6p xen ké thi gach
men c6 hoa tiét hinh con ga. C6 cudi nac né, vat tirng giot nuwéc trén toc,
vay Toru w6t nhém.

“DPéi chét mat,” vira xoa bot xa phong r& chan, Shifumi thét 1én. “Lai
khat kho ca c6 nita.”

Toru gat dau. Kim dong ho sap chi hai gio rudi.

Shifumi néi, rang quan an Tau nay ctia mot 6ng gia ngwdi Trung Qudc,
md& ctta dén dém, nén co hay dén, Ngoai Toru va Shifumi, khong c6 bat c
mot nguoi khach nao khac. Mot loat cac binh rugu bay la liet phia trong, co
1é budi t6i, day sé tré thanh quan bar.

“Chua di bao gi® nhung quan nay nhu ¢6 hwong vi Pong Nam A.”

Miéng nem cudn nhé can gion tan.

“Nhat Ban, Trung Qudc, Pong Nam A déu thudc chau A ca, giong nhau
la phai th6i.”

Shifumi né6i. MGi dau thay khac nhitng gi dinh n6i, nhung réi cau thay no
cling nhw nhau ca thdi. Toru mo mang gat dau. Oi chao, céi gi ciing dé chiu
thé. Cau cam nhan hoi bia bdc 1én trong nguoi.

“Nay, noi gi di chi.”

Bi thiic giuc, Toru bén ké vé chuyén di dao quanh truong cap Ba sau mot
thoi gian dai. Vé Yuri va Koji, vé quan banh mi noi géc phd va bén xe buyt
trén dinh déc.

Shifumi h4a hoc miéng, lang nghe. Mot cam giac la lung. Chang con khai
niém vé thoi gian cling nhw noi chon. Mat do khong khi trong va ngoai
quan hoan toan khéc biét. Nao 1a Tokyo hay trueong cap Ba, nao la Koji hay
Yuri, tat ca nhw chi cé trong cau chuyén c6 tich tir ngay xira ngay xwa. Thé
gigi nay chi ton tai hai ngwdi, minh va Shifumi. Toru mo mang va cam
nhan mot niém hanh phic dén quay cuong.

“Lan sau dén choi trudng cap Ba cta chi nhé, hay dai hoc ciing duwgc.”
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Toru dwa ra dé nghi khi y nghi ay vira thoang qua, song Shifumi cudi tit
mat, lac dau.

“Xa lam.”

Toru hiéu d6 khong phai xa vé mat khoadng cach, cau khong noi lai duoc
diéu gi.

“Shifumi héi cap Ba lan Shifumi thoi dai hoc, Iic nao cling & ngay truéc
mat cau day théi.”

Shifumi néi vay.

ROi quan, ca hai di lang thang doc dwong quoc 16, mot bén la canh ring
chay sudt. Cai nong da diu di vai phan du troi van xanh ngat khong mat
gon may. Toru ghé ctra hang tién 1gi doc dwong mua ban chai, kem danh
rang, réi ca quan lot.

Co thé di t6i bat c noi dau.

Hay c tw do ty tai, Toru tham nha. Twéng nhw ngay tréd vé Tokyo sé
vinh vién khong bao gio dén.

“Thich that day,” hit mot hoi, Shifumi reo lén, “Khoéng khi cta nui
rung.”

Mgi thang Tam ma dau day dam co lau da kho cong, dung dwa trong gio.
Nam tay moi khi di dao buéc bén nhau da tré thanh théi quen cta hai
nguoi.

“Cam on cau da dén,” Shifumi néi, “duwgc di cung Toru & day la hanh
phtic 1am r6i.”

Cau néi ay, chang hiéu sao, khién Toru bu6n khon td. Con nguwdi nay va
minh van cit moi nguwdi mot noi.

Mot chiéc xe dap chay vut qua va mat dang theo huéng nguoc lai.

“Xe dap khong?” Shifumi do hoi.

“Pi xe dap?” Chuwa hiéu r6 y, Toru vui vé hoi lai va dwong nhién, cau gat
dau tan thanh, Shifumi xem chirng thich lam.

“Chi mu6n lam viéc gi d6 ma chwa bao gio dwgc lam.”

Shifumi nho nhe, nita nhw ty néi véi chinh minh.
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Mua thitc an va quay lai can biét thy mét lan, roi hai ngwoi dén ctra hang
cho thué xe dap, thué mét chiéc xe dap doi, chay men theo bia ritng. Cham
cham thoi, Shifumi dé nghi va Toru dong y.

Troi da x€ chiéu. Con duong thang tap, nhitng phong canh don diéu v
noi tiép nhau. Toru thay tdm hon minh da thudc vé noi nay. Chay dén dau
cling dugc.

“Manh khanh nhi, Shifumi néi dang sau lung, “trong luwng cau manh
khanh that day.”

Khoéng thé nhin thay, khong thé cham vao du Shifumi & ngay sau lung,
van nghe giong noéi, tham chi con cdm nhan dwgc hoi thé c6 phan gap gap
khi cing guong chan dap pé dan, diéu ay that khong céng bang.

Tuy thé, Toru nam r6 nhat ctr nhat dong ctia Shifumi. Co ay vira vudt téc
1én. Co6 dy dang xoay ngang nguwoi. Tham chi con biét Shifumi nham mat
lai khi reo lén sung swéng rang: gié mat lam sao.

Mot ngay dai vui choi thoa thue.

Qua bay gio to6i mat troi mdi chiu khuat han. Bita t6i trong phong khach
gom c6 nhitng vat pham nhuw pho mat hun khoi, khoai tay chién va ca trich
x0t lam san, duge boc an trie tiép tir khay nhiwa theo ding kiéu Shifumi -
mot nguwoi ghét viéc bép nuc. Chi rwgu vang la phong phd. Giai déu cta
Roberta Lack vang lén tir chiéc mdy choi dia bé ti dat trén bd dan am thanh
cao cap da khong hoat dong bao nam roi.

Tat ca nhitng tht d6 khién Toru cdm gidc minh con non nét lam. Khong
mot th gi & cau hgp vai can biét thy nay. Cau twong ching bic twong, san
nha va cd nhitng mén do6 c6 hua vao cy tuyét, c6 lap ban than cau va
Shjfumi.

That ky quai. V&i can biét thy nay, minh la mot ké la mdt ma Shifumi lai
khong phai thé. Nhung cho du c6 thé di chang nita, thé gigi bén ngoai van
v6 nghia doi véi ca hai nguoi.

“Cau khong uong?” Nhac ly cta Toru lén, Shifumi héi. “Khong thodai
mai sao?”
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“Lam gi c6 chuyén do6.” Toru dap, tv dung lung ting, danh thanh minh
thém. “Vi day la 1an dau tién dwge & bén nhau lau thé nay.”

Shifumi mim cuwdi, nhin quanh phong.

“Cau hoi han sao?”

Giai diéu ctia Roberta Lack két thic that vo duyén, can phong chim trong
tinh ldng.

“Shifumi thi sao?”

Toru hdi lai va Shifumi trd 16i sau héi lau suy nghi. “Sao phéi ban tam co
ch.”

Do 1a cau két luan. Toru xtic dong. Shifumi la thé, suy nghi thang vao
van dé dwa dén két luan.

“Chi nh¢ cqu mai,” Shifumi néi, anh mat chung xuéng ch¢ khong nhin
thang vao mat Toru. “Chi, ma khong phdi, mot nguwdi dan ba khac trong chi
nhd cau vo cung.”

Toru ditng day thay dia.

“Nguoi dan ba khac?”

Sau tiéng piano dién trong vat la giong hat ctia ban nhac Three Dog
Night.

“Nguoi dan ba buéng binh va hoang dai.”

T hoang dai that khap khiéng v&i Shifumi, Toru bat cudi. Cau hiéu diéu
do, hiéu ro la dang khac.

Nhitng nu hon va cudc ai an déu dén nhe nhang va tw nhién. Khéng qua
cuong nhiét, cling chang qua dai.

Va roéi cau nam doc sach trén giwong. Sach Shifumi cho cau muon la tap
tho PEACOOK PIE. Sach ngoai van nhung Toru ciling doc dwgc vGi von
tiéng Anh ctia minh. Shifumi néi c6 ay thich bai tho THE SHIP OF RIO
trong do. Trang treo ngoai ctra s0. Gid c6 db rwgu vang ra giwong, Shifumi
cling chang hé ban tam.

“Ctt khoa than thé nay, that la thich.” C6 noi.

Niém hanh phtc khéng cung trao dang tw day long truedc khi Toru chim
vao giac ngu.
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Toru tinh giac béi tiéng 16p 6 t6 lao xao trén s6i. Cham hon mot giay,
Shifumi gidy ndy ngudi, vo ly, co nghi, nhung sy that, do la tiéng xe cta
Asano.

Nhém nguwoi day, mot tay dui mat, Shifumi néi: “That dang ghét.”
Nhung trong chang c6 vé gi la cuong 1én ca. Trong khi do6 tim Toru twéng
chtrng nhr mudn nhdy ra khoi 16ng nguc.

“Cau cam giay va quan 4o vao phong tam di.” Shifumi néi, “dirng dong
ctra nhé, khong sao dau.”

“Tron lam sao duwgc,” Toru ndi, ty thady minh dang cuéng quit dén mic
hoé then. “Khong kip nita ro6i, hanh lang thong théng thé kia, d6 an cuda hai
nguoi thi van thira ra day, con & day thi...”

“Thoi nao, nhanh 1én.”

Toru nhan thdy minh dang run rdy. Nghe 101, cau trén vao phong tam.
Pha tan vong vay la mot nhiém vu bat kha thi.

Tiéng buédc chan 1én cau thang nang nhoc.

Sau do thi dién bién trong phong ra khéi tam mat Toru, song lic ctta ma,
chdc han Shifumi da guwong day & trén giwong, chiéc ga giwong van nhau
nat, hai quyén truyén va hai ly rgu vang nam lan 16c.

“Anh vé sdm thé,” ngwoi 1én tiéng treedc 1a Shifumi.

“Mot cudc hen bi hiy, anh vé lic nam gio cho d& tac dwong.” Duwong
nhw giong Asano chat chita sy mét moi hon 1a buc titc.

“Nha c6 khach?”

“Vang, em bu6n qua.”

Chang thé doc dwgc cam xtc gi trong giong cua Shifumi.

Nghe tiéng buwdc chan, cau biét Asano tién ra dang ctta so.

“Khach vé roi u?”

“Chua,” giong Shifumi diém nhién nhw khong. “Em dang nhd di mua ho
ca phé, hét tir doi nao roi.”

Dé em goi dién, bdo anh da vé, Shifumi noi. Toru khéng chac Asano tin
vao diéu d6. Mot lic sau méi nghe 6ng ta dap rang hay goi dién di.

“Anh xuéng do hanh ly.”
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Toru khong hiéu chuyén gi. Khong c6 tran chién dam mau nao. Asano
chang buén héi mot cau nao vé vi khdch. Cau cam giac ca Shifumi lan
Asano déu binh than, chi c6 ban than minh la dao déng. Khéa than. Tay
khu khw quan 4o.

V6i y nghi minh bi b6 roi, Toru nhin cham cham vao hoa van con ga trén
gach lat san.

“Xong r6i, cau ra di.”

Nghe Shifumi néi, Toru di ra da thiy c6 chinh dén xong trang phuc.

“Cau mac quan 4o vao, roi cho & day mot lat. Chi di r6i hang goi taxi. SO
taxi chi dan ngay canh may dién thoai.”

U, Toru ddp. Niem hanh phic khéng cling dém qua da bién mat khong
dé lai dau vét. Cau nghe thdy tiéng buwdc chan trén soi.

“Lic nao veé chi goi sau.” Shifumi noi.

Luc ra khoi phong, c6 quay trd lai n@ mot nu cuoi lac long: “Dem qua
chi rat vui.”

Bo6 lai Toru dang ding sitng nhw troi trong, Shifumi budc xuéng xe 6 td
noi chong c6 dang doi.

Sy viéc xdy ra trong tic tac. Toru m& mat, thé gidi ddo 10n, vé6 phuong
ctu chita.

Madc quan do xong,Toru len 1én nhin qua ctta s6. Cop xe Mercedes-Benz
mé& toang, hai ngudi dang khuan hanh ly. Mot chiéc va li to dung hiéu
Boston va hai tii danh golf.
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CHUONG 13

Ky nghi heé, sau nay Koji ngam lai mdéi thdy d6 la mot mua hé khiung
khiép, vira bat dau chwa duwgce bao 1au. Dau sao, quan hé véi Yuri cling tam
on. Nhan 16i cha tri cudc hop 16p, cong vdi cong viéc lam thém, néu noi tat
bat thi han la tat bat, nhuwng mat khac, qua trinh chuan bi xin viéc sudn sé
ngay ti phut dau, c goi la van sy nhu y, ding theo dy dinh.

Ba dém lién tiéc tung.

Cha Koji, tuy la bac si song lai thudc 16p bac si cé tu twéng chinh tri.
Ong 1a nhan vat c6 tiéng tim ctia mot Trung tam Y t& v6i hdi vién toan gidi
tai phiét, nguwdi noi tiéng, nhitng ké day khoa trwong: C6 thé trao d6i vé van
de sttc khoe vdi cac danh y thodi mai nhw véi ban tri ky quen nhau da muwoi
nam. Thé nén buwdc khéi dau trén co s@ chon viéc cua Koji khong thé thuan
loi hon.

Co6 di lam thué ciing phdi lam cho doanh nghiép 16n. Ga quyét vay. Co
nhién, ga biét ro thit gi c6 tiéng noéi hon ca thanh tich hoc tap.

“Con trai ong chitng chac qua.”

May 6ng gia dong loat tan tung. Nao la ndng dong hiém thay trong dam
thanh nién thoi nay, nao la twong lai hita hen lam. Koji chang ngu dén noi
nham mat nghe theo may 16i dai boi trén du cac thé loai ban nhau, tir quan
chuyén d6 Iwon cho dén nha hang theo ché do hdi vién, nhung tir xwa ga da
tin vao khiéu tiép chuyén vdi nhitng nguwdi 16n tudi ctia minh.

Trong s6 dd, lanh dao mot doanh nghiép nuwdc ngoai cé thai do kha nha
nhan. Ong ta chia tay ra lic tam biét, bat tay Koji chat la thuwong.

“Cha, xuat sac ddy,” ong ta vo vao vai bén kia cua ga. “Lan sau di uong
nhé, thay ké cac lao gia.”

Viéc xin nghi dé dang la mot diém hap dan & doanh nghiép nuwdc ngoai.
Ai thoat khaéi viéc bi sa thai dong nghia véi viéc lwong ngay cang cao.

G4 thay hoi khé chiu véi mot 6ng 1am bén thwong mai. Ong nay phat
ngdn day ham y. “Oi dao, d6i khi cé di tdm ciing phai 1a x4u. Oi dao, c6
gang lén.”
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O nha mot thdi gian dai nén cudc séng tri tré hin. Koji nhé ca Yuri 1an
Kimiko. Ngay mai ga du dinh quay vé can ho thué.

Me Toru dang & nha lic Toru tré vé tr Karuizawa. Ba dang pha ca phé
trong bd quan do ngu. Mot ngay nang twoi.

“Me al”

Vira 16 madt ra, me cau da ném mot cai nhin nghi hodc.

“Vé s6m qua nhi?”

Méi hon mot gio chiéu. Nhiéu chuyén, Toru nha tham, nhwng tat nhién
khong dam no6i ma chui tot vao phong rieng.

Chuyén Shinkansen tré vé khong hé dé chiu. Toru cam thay ban than
minh chi la mdt thyc thé gid twdng. V6 hinh véi moi nguwdi xung quanh.
Anh ning, nha ga hay ddm dong, tat thay hién thyc dy déu xa voi. Toru cd
doc. Cau chang thé tin vao diéu gi. Khong kip ly giai va thau hiéu. Cit ngan
ngo sudt chang duong vé vdi noi to vo ma chwa duge ly giai va thau hiéu.

Asano khong hoi gi vé vi khdch. Ly regu vang, tam ga givong nhau nat,
c6 vg khoa than, nhitng vét tich con lai &y nhw chwa bao gio ton tai.

Shifumi khong c6 lam ra vé. Keé ra thi cling c6 hanh dong che gidu Toru
nhung c6 diém nhién nhw khong.

Nhin qua 6 ctta s6, ho giéng y chang mét cdp vo chong binh thuong. Mot
cap vg chong nhat muc thiwong yéu nhau, dan nhau dén biét thy thw gidn
trong ky nghi.

“Hanh ly? Cau can gi?”

Lic Shifumi héi vy hém qua, Toru da cam thay cda hai hoan toan ty do.
Nhung dwong nhién, hanh ly ctia Shifumi la do chong c6 mang dén.

“Chi chua ghét loai dan 6ng hay choi golf.” C6 ay cling n6i thé.

Hai tii golf nhét trong cop chiéc xe Mercedes. Du lan nay chi la di theo
cau cling khong twéng twgng noi, rang ca Shifumi lan Asano déu choi golf.

Co tiéng go, canh ctra md ra.

“Dém qua, Koji n6 goi con ddy.” Me cau néi, tay van cam coc ca phé.
“N6 béo con vé thi goi cho né.”

Vang, Toru tra 16i. Cau tra 10i r6i ma ma cau van chwa chiu di.
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“G1 thé me?” Cau héi.

“Me khéng mudn noi nhiéu,” giong ba - dac biét 1a ngay sau hom xay sin
- khan dac va khé khoc. “Lam gi cling mot vira hai phdi thoi.”

“Me noi gi thé?”

Toru mat binh tinh du hiém khi nhw thé. Cau thay buwc boi trong long. Me
cau khong tra 10i.

“Con dang hoi me co ma.”

Khi cdu git, giong cau nghe nhv giong tré con. Ay chinh 1a mét ly do
cau khong muon cau gat vdi ai.

“Con biét r6i con héi?”

Me cau néi.

Cau khong mudn nghi me cdu dang am chi diéu gi. Du gi thi ciing la sy
quan tam thai qua. Cau mudn ba tré vé phong riéng ngay.

Me Toru budng tiéng thd dai.

“Lam gi ma nhady dung 1én thé, c¥ nhw con nit.”

Lan nay thi Toru khong dap.

“Con an trua chwa?”

Con khong doi, cau dap.

T6i té hét sirc. Sy kién xday ra tai Karuizawa da xa x6i 1am r6i, dén mic
khong thé nghi rang né lai la hién thyc.

Lau lam méi gap Yuri, ding hom c6 mac chiéc do khoac vai bong.

“Dé thwong day.”

Ga khen khién Yuri swéng ra mat. Mdi hai gio chiéu. Cho Yuri uéng not
ly tra da, roi tré vé can ho thué, con mot tiéng rudi cho dén lic phai di lam
thém. Hoan hdo, Koji tham nhu. Mdt ngay c6 hai muoi tw tiéng, phai st
dung sao cho hiéu qud, cong bang vdi tat ca moi nguoi.

Yuri dang ngam 6ng hit. Koji thich mé doi go ma trang tréo twoi mat cta
c6. Ma Kimiko hoi hép vao, con ma Yuri thi phing phinh. Trong mat Koji,
né la mét thir dang quy, thit ga khong c6 quyén mang t6i diéu bat hanh.

“Purng c6 lam & cai cho cta ldo gia 6i dao dy day nhé.”
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Yuri phat biéu sau khi nghe ga ké xong dau dudi cau chuyén xdy ra vao
budi tiéc thit ba. Yuri c6 biét tai dit tén cho ngudi khac. Ong giam déc didu
hanh cong ty thuwong mai gap @ bita tiéc tai quan lwon, c@ m& miéng ra la
noi oi dao, ngay lap tic, Yuri gian cho ong ta cai biét danh Ido gia 6i dao.

“Nhung ma, vo vai nguoi khac roi khen xuat sac thi té ciing chang thich,
ct thdy gia tao thé nao y.”

Yuri ngody ong hut, da trong coc tra kéu lanh canh. Loi Yuri néi la vo
hai, nhung cling khong dem lai 1gi gi. Nghi vay, Koji cham Iwa hit thudc.

Phdi chi tay v6i Kimiko trong mua hé nay. Trwdc khi c6 ta danh mat sy
tir chd hon nita, hodc trwdc khi chinh minh bi cu6n di xa hon. D6 1a két
luan Koji rit ra sau mdy ngay vé nha.

“Troi dep nhi.”

Yuri dang twoi cuwoi tredec mat. Coc tra da da sap can. Koji muon 16t
phang cai 4o khoac bong.

Su6t chdng duong vé can ho, Yuri ké vé budi biéu dién nhac song ma co
di xem cung hoi ban. C6 vé hoi ban c6 wa hinh thitc, chon than twgng am
nhac dwa vao ngoai hinh chit khong dwa vao chat lwong. Vay ma c6 bao
ban nhac t do ma hoi ban wa hinh thitc day chon chdng dep trai teo nao.
Trong c& nhw ddm céng i bot. VGi Koji, chuyén 4y muon ra sao thi ra. La
chuyén muon ra sao thi ra nhung ga khong thé khong thay Yuri dé thwong
khi c6 néi: “Koji cia t¢ mdi dep trai,” roi nép sat vao canh tay ga, dui dui
m{i vao ba vai.

Cudc hoi ngd vai Kimiko dién ra theo cach thitc hoan toan khac biéc véi
Yuri.

Thé theo nguyén vong, Koji dan Kimiko vé phong. Van la can phong ctia
minh, vdy ma khi c6 Kimiko, n6 bién thanh noi giong nhw khach san tinh
yéu btra bai va ban thiu dén khong ngo. Ga cho rang, ngay viéc cé y nghi
nhw thé doi véi nguwdi minh (thuce sy) thich c6 1é 1a khong thé ciru van nira
10i.

Ngay ti* dau, tam trang Kimiko da khong thoai mai. Co soi moi ting ti
mot khap phong.
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“Phong ctia thanh nién day a,” Kimiko néi. “Cau ti don dep va giat do
day chi?”

Koji dap rang duong nhién. Sy thyc la thé nhung ga biét Kimiko khong
tin.

“Udbng gi khong nhi?”

Koji hoi. Kimiko n6i muén uéng tra den. Ga van nuwdc vao siéu, vdi tay
lay hop tra Yuri mua vé va ltic nao d6 da noéi la cta Yuri.

“Chi cling kha ban.” Kimiko néi. “Nhiéu thtt muén hoc nhung lai khong
muon lo la viéc gia dinh, r6i con phai lam vira long cac ba me nita, nhiéu
chang ké ra hét.”

Ga khong hiéu Kimiko muon noi gi.

“Cho nén...?”

Ga sap ra hai coc tra, l1ay sita tw trong ta lanh. “Cho nén,” giong Kimiko
xen lan mot nu cwdi bi an, “cho nén chi mudn cham ditt & day.”

Koji giat minh. Quay lai thi thay Kimiko dang cudi.

“Két thuc?”

Koji ngang nguoi hoi lai.

“Y chi 1a c6 vé Koji ciing nhiéu viéc, ca hai ciing ban ron, nén khong can
phai c6 gang vi nhau lam gi.”

Hong r6i, Koji nha tham. Kimiko da quyét r6i. Khong hiéu vi 1y do gi
ma moi chuyén thé nay, nhung rd rang la c6 dy da quyét roi.

“Hy vong cau song dugc nhw thé nay mai mai vé sau. La cdu thi chac
moi viéc sé 6n. Cau lanh lung nhw thé, chuyén gi r6i cling sé qua thoi.”

Kimiko tuén ra mot trang day kich dong.

“Nguoi ta goi dién bao lan cau c6 biét khong? Cau khong bat may ngay
cling chang sao. Nhung nguwdi ta ct goi mai, lic gitta dém, khi tdng sang,
vay ma cau chang nghe. Ngudi ta chi lo nh& c6 chuyén gi xay ra...”

Kimiko ngung lai. Co khong khoc, chi lang thinh.

“Xin 10i,” Koji té vé hoi 16i. “Sao chi khong dé lai 16i nhan, c6 phai t6i
sé goi lai ngay dugc khong?”

“Cau khong thay thé la vé van sao.” Kimiko phan nd ngat 1oi. “Ai lai
lam thé, nh® ban géi hay me cdu, hodc ai d6 khac biét thi sao chit.”
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Khong thé dé cho c6 dy no6i thém nita. Lan nay thi Koji ngat 10i, ga ké
moi nhung Kimiko phan khang, vung khoi tay ga v6i mot sitc manh phi
thwong. Thoat dugc, Kimiko lai thot 1én mét 1an niva. “Cau khong thay thé
la v& van sao,” vGi cai nhin tée lira. Ca hai nhin nhau mai khong roi. Mot
lic sau thi Kimiko nga dau vao ga.

“Nguoi ta lo 1am day.”

Giong diéu khong may ngot ngao. Hién nhién, con gian dit van con duw
am. Nhung 16i thi tham dy & ngay bén tai ga, tay trai do Kimiko, tay phai
gd vong ra sau lung tat Itta bép ga. Siéu nwdc da phi hoi sudt tir ndy dén
gio. Diu nhau dén giwvong trong bd dang ay, Koji khong ngé6t xin tha, dén
mic ban than ga ciing khong y thitc dugc diéu d6. Vira nga xudng giwong,
gd da chom lén nguwoi Kimiko, khe khé vuét ma co, trong khi lu6n miéng
noi 10i xin 16i, xen lan bang nhitng nu hon.

Minh da quyét chia tay. Minh da quyét chia tay, nhung chwa phéi ngay
hom nay.

bién thoai ctia Koji van dat chét do ghi am 1oi nhan. Han la ban lam
thém hay hen ho gi day. Ngoi chét gi trén ghé sofa, Toru doi anh mat ra
ngoai ctra s6. Hoang hén. Hom qua cau tim thay tap tho PEAOOK PIE &
mot hiéu sach tay. Toru gig lwét qua ma@ trang co bai tho THE SHIP OF
RIO.

Shifumi gid nay van & Karuizawa.

Sau khi xdy ra chuyén nhuw thé, liéu c6 dy va Asano sé song véi nhau thé
nao?

Gitta hai vo chong ho, dwong nhw c6 moét mac dinh ngam nao dé. RO
rang minh da bi bo roi trong phong tdm nha ho. Nhw mot thit vun vat khong
dang gia mot xu.

“Pém qua chi vui lam.” Cau n6i cubi cung caa shifumi. C6 ay noi thé roi
bé di vé phia Asano. D6 la diéu Toru khong tai nao ly giai noi.

Cau nam nhin 1én tran nha, nham mat, c6 muwong twong lai cdm xuc tai
Karuizawa, chit khong phdi tirng sy viéc cu thé, trede khi Asano dén.
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D6 1a n6 lwe vo ich. Toru hiéu rang cé tw 16n minh nhw chiéc tii cling
chang thé nao tim thdy mot hat bui cadm xtc nao trong do.

Sach Shifumi tirng doc, nhac Shifumi tirng nghe, chang thit nao c6 thé
gitp cau tinh tam. Tvc minh vung day di vao bép, r6i lai tay khong quay lai
ghé sofa. Diéu hoa trong phong qua lanh. Cau ghen ti v4i ga Koji hién dang
vang nha, ghen ti vi Koji ltic nao ciing c6 cho dé di va c6 viéc dé lam.

Ho6i chudng thit hai vang lén, chinh Toru nhac may.

“Toru a?” Koji goi dién tir van phong, ga dang van bo dong phuc quan
den, 4o so mi trang.

“Cu0i cung ciling tom dugc cau day roi.”

“C6 ma t6 tom mai khong dugc cau y.” Toru cuoi nhan nhé qua dién
thoai. “T¢ goi cau khéng biét bao nhiéu lan, lic nao cling ¢ ché d6 ghi am.”

“Xin 16i nhé, t& da vé roi. Ma nay, 16p minh dinh t6 chitc hop 16p day.
Gio dang & cho lam thém, t& n6i nhanh thoi, khong dong dai dwoc. Sau gio
t0i, thit Sdu tuan sau. Cau dén dugc chii?... Té sé gii ban d6 qua dudng
buwu dién... Hinh nhv Uchida ciing dén day... U, t& cha tri... Ai ma biét
duge. Ty nhién cd dy goi, roi bao 1am... Thé thdi, t& goi lai sau nhé. A ma
nay, vu Yuri nh@ va ba cai chuyén vé van ay, c6 vé sung suéng lam. Thé
nhé, t6 dap may day... Ha? U, khée khoe. Cau thi sao?... Ma c6 nhd ciu
chuyén 101 hoi tham Shifumi chac cling chang dwgc nhi? Du sao thit Sau
tuan sau ciing gap roi, lic day tinh sau. Thé nhé.”

Tiéng am 1 tir ngoai phong choi vong téi. Nhém sinh vién nao vao roi.
Kaoji liéc gwong, chinh lai dau téc.

“Ngudi ta lo 1am ddy.” Kimiko nhac lai sau cudc ai an quén ca dat troi.
“M6i nghi c6 chuyén gi xay ra v@i Koji la ngudi ta da run cad nguoi roi.”

Kimiko trong nho nhoi va mong manh hon bao gid hét. Co twa dau 1én
vai, bAm chat 1ay Kaoji.

“Koji chang hiéu dugc dau nhi. Con tré thi chac khéng hiéu dwgc ham
muon nhu thé nao.”

“Ham muon?”
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Ga quay nguoi, vén may sgi toéc vieong trén mat Kimiko, c6 sung suwéng
ngudc nhin.

“Cai gi ma con tré chit. Kimiko méi c6 ba nham tudi chit may.”

Kimiko cwdi khic khich, mé& to mat nhin xody vao Koji va néi. “Ham
muon cta ngwoi dan ba ba nham tudi, chac chan Koji khéng hiéu noi dau.”

Giong diéu ay khién Koji tttc cudi cho du né lam ga hoi nao ntng.

“Néu la ham muo6n thi day khong thua dau nhé.”

Madc du thoat tién no6i vay va chom 1én nguwoi Kimiko nhung Koji da
birng tinh nhan ra m6i lo au ma trwde do it lau ga mdi 10 mo hiéu, rang cai
cadm giac nao nung vira réi la ngoai vung kiém soat va cé 1é Kimiko da roi
khoi tam tay minh.

“Xin chao.”

Mot ngudi ban lam thém di vao cét tiéng.

“Chao cau.”

Can phong 10n xon. Ghé cong sé, bo ban tiép khach, gat tan, thung rac,
ta khéa. Ngon né 6ng ngay bén ngoai ctra s6 kéo trong nhw dén mo. Trén
ban van con tan tich cia mén ga ran ai dé vira an, boc mui khap phong.

Koji bat cong tac trong dau, chuyén minh sang ché do lam thém, roi
budc ra phia ngoai phong choi dong duc.
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CHUONG 14

Tran day nhwa song la cAm twdng chinh xac ctia Toru tai cudc hop 16p,
né khién ga choang nggp. Bam hoc sinh cap Ba ctia mot thoi tu tap tai toa
nha noi Koji lam thém - tang mat la trung tam tro choi, tang hai la quan bi-
a, tang ba la quan rwgu, va tang bon la cho choi bowling - dita nao dita day,
bat ké than hay khong, déu dang & tudi hai muoi tran day nhya séng, va cé
1é nho tam ly phan khdi véi cudc tai ngé nay ma ca nam lan nit quay tung
birng, ndi bat gitta ddm déng. Toru khong thé twéng twgng duwgc ban than
minh lai la mot trong s6 do.

Ngoai kia muwa dang roi. Phia trong quan, dwgi anh deén yéu 6t la nhitng
chiéc banh pizza trong béo ngay, la thit coktaill mau ré tién dam con gai
dang udng, la thit am nhac vang 1én v6i am lwgng dinh tai.

Bong nhién, cau nhan ra anh mat minh dang doi tim Koji. Cau bat gap va
thdy nhe ngudi. Trong mat Toru, cdi dam ban cung 16p cli ma gid hau hét
da vao dai hoc ay, hoi cap ba tréng cé vé thong minh hon. Théng minh va
treong thanh hon.

Dao nay cau thé nao? Truong cé gi vui khong? Co6 ban gai chwa day?
Cong viéc dinh sao day?

Vi vé mat xem chirng rat nghiém nghi - ma thyc ra 1a chiéu 1é - Toru
ngo6i yén mot cho phai dén hai tiéng dong ho trd 16i cho nhitng cau héi
giong hét nhau.

Minh nh¢é Shifumi qua.

Y nghi 4y cit quanh quén trong dau Toru.

Shifumi ma nhin canh twgng nay thi sé néi sao nhi? Lién twéng ay khién
cau thay tinh tdo hon mot chit. Thoat tién chac c6 ay sé chong nanh, hat
ham r6i phan rang tréng do dn dé ec. Nhung sau do, anh mat sé tré nén céi
md, mim cwdi va noéi rang, moi nguoi qud la tran day nhwa séng. Co ay sé
ngo6i bat ct cho nao thich. Va can la hoa nhap v6i moi nguoi, lang nghe
ting cau chuyen.

Toru dé thai gian troi theo nhip lién twdng ay.
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Toru ngoi trong tw thé khom lung trong khong 14y gi thodi mai cho lam.
Chang chiu ditng 1én nita. Cau van chi la thang nhoc khong biét dén phép
tac xa giao, Koji nghi. Mac du la cho ng6i c6 dinh nhung & day da thué dut
mot nita phia trong, bo tri theo chiéu doc, 1€ thuong la phai di long vong,
gan nhuv la an ding, dén gap gd moi ngwdi mot ti chit.

Koji trong vai tro cha tri kiém dan chwong trinh, trong khi vira phai
cham séc thay cht nhiém xuat hién trong bo dang kha cang thang véi chiéc
ao phong Polo mau héng chwa ai ti'ng nhin thay & truong bao gid, vira phai
ban tdm tdi cac nhan vién phuc vu vi dau sao day ciing la noi ga lam thém,
thi Toru - ké chi biét ngéi ngdy ngwdi nhw chang can hé gi téi mé& bong
bong dy — khong hiéu sao lai no6i bat 1én, khién ga chang biét minh nén cau,
ghen ti hay thay thua vi nita.

Té hon thé.

Anh mét chia vao tir ndy 1a cta Yoshida, va gd muén chi dong dén bét
chuyén lam lanh véi c6 ban nay - con gai cua Atsuko - nguwoi ma ga tung
gay chut rac roi.

On 4o qua. N6i 1a ba nim méi gap lai nhau ciing dau can phai ron lén
nhu thé. Koji thdy phat ngdy trong long. Cho du 1€ ra ga phai vui mirng vdi
tw cach la nguoi chu tri.

Ai do6 vo vai, quay lai da thay Yoshida ditng do6. Trong co6 dy khong hé
thay doi vai kiéu téc bob, gu trang diém loe loet, vay ngan ciin.

“Cau khée khong?”

Co0 nhe nhang hoi. Koji lang thinh khong dap. Ban than ga cling ngac
nhién vi dinh bung sé tra 16i rang van khoe.

“Cau dang song mot minh phai khong?”

Nhin ban danh sach dia chi mgi vira phat ban ndy, Yoshida hai.

Ga danh tra 10i la dang ¢ mot minh. Ga dang ban ron khong c6 thoi gio
dé hoi lai xem Yoshida thé nao. Néu la nhitng dita con géi khac thi kiéu gi
ga cling tan tinh, 1an sau di uéng nhé, hay dao nay trong goi cam thé, tham
chi khéng can phai dong ndo. Thé ma truedc Yoshida, ga khong thé hé rang
nta 1oi.

B6 t¢ that dang thuong.
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Yoshida lén an ga ngay trudc civa s6 nha an trong goc treong.

Minh c6 16i v6i Yoshida. Trong tham tam Koji ty dang vat thé.

“Cho nay hay qua. Cau lam thém & toa nha nay a?”

U, ga tra 10i. Yoshida mim cudi dit &nh mét c6 van chua tha thit cho ga.
Ga hiéu diéu do6. Tw dau dén chan c6 ay déu noi rang, sé khong tha thit cho
bat ct 10i n6i ba hoa nao chit ditng n6i dén minh. Tat nhién, c6 muén ta tdi,
cb ay cling chang thém nghe.

“Pén chin gi¢ thoi nhi?” Nhin quanh, Yoshida néi.”Ngai cha tri sap stra
1én bé mac thoi chi?”

Yoshida néi r6i bé di. Nhin theo mai t6c kiéu bob ay ma Koji thé phao
nhe nhom trong long.

Khong biét Atsuko ra sao nhi.

Ga hoang mang.

Khong thay bong dang Toru tai quan karaoke tang hai. Koji hat hai bai.
Sau d6 chuyén cho sang quan rugu uéng thém mot chat thi chi con lai sau
ngwoi, mét nhoai song chwa ai mudn vé nha. Yoshida ciing ndm trong s6
d6. Ngac nhién nita la c6 ng6i udng khong biét say, mat khong hé bién sac.

Thi thodng con pha tro: “Ngay xwa, tG@ cling tirng ngwong mo Koji day.”

Cau nay nham hanh ha minh day.

Koji than. Ga bat lyc khong tim ra 16i phan khéang.

Muva roi mai khéng thoi. Toru vao bét dién thoai, goi cho Shifumi. Pa
kha 1au cau khéng nhan dwgc tin tic gi. C6 moi viéc goi dién thoai thoi, sao
minh c ngai ngan?

Tan ngan hoi 1au, Toru thd dai véi sy heén nhat caa chinh minh. Nhitng
giot nwdc dong ngoai vach kin bot dién thoai, chang hiéu vi sao luén nho
nhoi v0 cung. Shifumi vang nha khong phai la noi e s¢ ctia cau, ma cau e
sQ thai do cua c6. Cau khong mudn nghe thdy giong ngac nhién hay ling
tung, cling khong chiu noi thai d6 lanh lung hay cuéng quit. Vay nén Toru
gan nhu chi mong sao Shifumi vang nha ngay khi tiéng chudng cho dién
thoai dau tién vang lén.

Al6, mot giong néi nhe nhang tra 10i & dau day.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Shifumi?”

Thé 1a xong. Cau biét rang trong tich tac ay, Shifumi khe khé khép hang
mi.

“Xin chao.”

Loi noéi ay thot ra tit miéng c6 nhu chi danh riéng cho Toru.

“Rat vui lai nghe thay giong cau,” Shifumi ndi tiép, xem chtrng xtic dong
lam.

Chi vi vay thoi, Toru da thay toan co thé minh théda man. Trong nhay
mat, ca thanh pho Karuizawa lan viéc bi bo roi chwra hé ton tai.

Shifumi n6i dang ng6i uéng regu mot minh. Tiéng nhac réo rat tir phia
sau lvng. Nhac Bach ddy, Shifumi gidi thich.

“Chi dang ng6i mot minh?”

Cau hadi lai mot 1an nita va ngay lap tirc thay minh ngé ngan, vi chgt nhé
rang vo chéng c6 cé thoi quen udng rugu hang dém - thye ra cau chwa khi
nao quén — nhung Shifumi ciing dap rang ding vay ma chang nghi ngoi gi.

“Minh gap nhau nhé?”

Toru danh bao hoi va nhan dugc cau tra 161 sau vai giay.

“Ciling dwogc.” Giong c6 ay ham chita m6t nu cwdi. Ba muoi phtt sau tai
quan Franny. Hen thé roi ca hai gac may.

Mua tap xudng 6 cua Toru theo mdt cach hoan toan khac véi ban nay.
Com mua rao trang dat trang troi, lam diu di cai nong cua dém he.

Khi Toru day canh ctta ndng trich buwdc vao quan Franny, bén trong da
dong nghet ngwdi. Hom nay la t6i thit Sdu. Cau c6 cam giac tit ca dan 6ng
lan dan ba — toan nguwoi hon tudi dang uéng rwgu, ba hoa chich choe —
trong quan bar duéi tang ham nay déu cung hdi cung thuyén va c6 diém
chung nao dé. O day chéng c6 thit gi thay déi. Chiéc dan piano, quay bar,
nhitng doa hoa to twéng cam trong binh.

Phuc vu mang bia td&i cling la lic Shifumi dén. Cho du quan cé déng dén
cd nao, cau van co thé nhan ra sy xuat hién ctia Shifumi ngay 1ap ttrc. Tham
chi khong can quay lai nhin.

“Mua nhu trit nuwéc ay.”
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Dung phia sau, ddt tay lén vai, ghé tai Toru, Shifumi noi.

Nguoi c6 khong bi w6t chut nao. Ca chiéc do so mi trang va chiéc quan
vai mau be khd cong, y nhu vira duwgc 16i ra tir mdy say. Chac c6 ay bat taxi
ti nha dén thang day.

“Cau sao thé, khoe chi?”

Nhe nhang héi, Shifumi goi mot ly Vodka réi xoay ghé nhin Toru. Tay c6
dy deo mot chiéc nhan kim cuwong kha 16n.

Toru khong tréd 10i noi, cau khong mudn noi doi.

Nhin vé mat Shifumi nhw khong, trong long Toru bong nhién trao dang
mot con phan uat.

Khi nao vé chi sé goi.

O Karuizawa, cd ay ching noéi thé 1a gi.

“Cau gian a?” Shifumi néi, chang cé vé gi la mot cau hoi. Khong doi
Toru trd 10i, c6 tiép tuc. “Dting gian thé chi, minh ciing da vui vé r6i day
th6i.”

Thi ding 1a vui. Niém hanh phic khong dam mo la thye. Toru nhé lai, va
bai r6i vi chang thé hiéu dau la niém hanh phtic, dau la n6i bat hanh.

“Nhung,” rot cudc cau cling mé miéng dugc, “chi da bé roi téi.” Khoanh
khac thot 1én cau néi sau dé, Toru cling ngac nhién vi d6 chinh la cam giac
thue s cua minh.

Shifumi qua bat ngd, mé to mat va khé map may moi khéng tim noi
ngon tr. Cudi cung, cd cling thét nén 10i. “Chang ai c6 thé bo roi ai. D6 la
hai con nguoi khac trong ching ta. Va gitta ching thi thém mot nguoi nita,
thé 1a thanh ba nguoi, chuyén chi cé vay.”

L&i noi cua Shifumi v6 nghia doi véi Toru. Minh da bi bé roi ldac ay. Cau
nhan ra ban chat cia noi c6 don ma bao ngay chwa nhan ra. Toru diém tinh
la lung.

“Sau nay, chang biét con bao lan minh lai bi bo roi day.”

Shifumi dat diéu thudc vira chdm xudng mat quay bar, nhin xody vao
Toru.

“Cau thich gay sw a?”

Toru mim cuoi.
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“Pau co. Toi chi ndi len sy that, vay thoi.”

Tiéng piano van réo rat. Quan van 6n ao nhw moi khi.

“Dau sao thi,” nhin sau vao mat Shifumi, cdu néi ty day long minh, “t6i
da rat nhg Shifumi.”

Hai ngudi nhin nhau. Vé mat Shifumi, méi dau la hang hut, sau 16 1o vé
bi ton thuong.

“Thoi,” Shifumi néi nho, cam diéu thudc 1én lai bo xudng. “Thoi di,” co
nhac lai, “dirng lam nguwdi ta thém buon.”

Toru dot nhién hoi han nhw vira lam diéu gi t6i té lam. Cau khéng dinh
bung khién Shifumi khé xu.

“Xin 16i,” Toru noi.

Su lang im kéo dai. Toru nham nhi ly bia da hét lanh.

“Sao ma tho 16 thé,” Shifumi néi, vuot téc bang ngén tay deo chiéc nhan
kim cwong to twéng, r6i cham mot diéu thudc. “Co hom nao ngudi ta chang
mo vé Toru.”

“Nguoi ta nhd ngay ca khi lam viéc. “Shifumi tiép tuc. “Tham chi cé lic
& Karuizawa. Van noi dy nhung tat thady déu nhw xa la khi khong con Toru.
Bao nhiéu ngay phdi & d6 mot minh, cau c6 biét khong?”

Loi Shifumi néi khéng may hgp tinh hgp 1y song Toru van an han vé
viéc da bo co ra di. Tham tam cau can rit boi chang thé dan co di cung.

“Nhé cau qua di mat.” Shifumi thon thic, hon cau khéng ngai ngung.
Long Toru bu6n té tai.

Som hom sau, Koji bi danh thirc boi cu dién thoai cia me ga. Con mua
da tanh, mot quang may vii tich cuoén cudn gitta bau trdi xanh tham.

“Gi0 nay ma van con ngu nuwéng?”

Pém qua lau lam ga mdi lai uong. Hon hai gid dém méi mo vé dén nha
roi ctt thé 1an ra ngu.

“Con day roi day.” Giong ga kho khoc.

“Khiép qua cai giong.” Me ga ndi r6i im lang nhw muon noéi diéu gi khac.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Ga héi 1dy 1é ma trong long buc boi. Muon néi gi thi
noi luon di, ba gia.
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“Thi thé,” me ga thd dai roi quay sang héi lai. “Taka c6 goi cho con
khong?”

“Taka 4? Con c6 thay gi dau.” Ga dap.

Lan cudi cung Koji gdp 1a hdm cuwéi anh ga.

“Co chuyén gi thé me?”

Me ga ngdp ngirng roi no6i. “Vo n6 dudi ra khoi nha réi.”

“Cai gi? Vo anh ay duoi 4?”

Anh ga vita md@i cudi duge von ven co hai thang.

“N6 c6 néi cho me biét dau.”

Koji gai dau roi dap btra. “Con chang biét nhung vg chéng cai nhau thi
c6 gi la, me lo lam gi ba cai chuyén d6 chi&. Anh ay ciling chang goi cho con
dau nhung néu co thi con sé bao cho me sau.”

That cha ra lam sao, ngtra mat lén troi, ga nghi bung.

“Thoi ct ké ho me a.”

Ngat dién thoai xong, gd bong thay ai d6 luc duc ngay bén canh.
Yoshida. Toan than ga noi da ga, citng hong khong thot nén 10i.

Nhung dau sao, ca hai van mac nguyén quan 4o. D6 la suy nghi dau tién
hién 1én trong dau ga sau mdt khodnh khac toan than dong cing lai va mat
hét y thirc.
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CHUONG 15

Chang c6 cho nao cho Toru va Shifumi ghé chan.

Hai nguoi thong tha di béen nhau mot Iuc lau sau khi roi khoi quan
Franny. Muwa van khong ngirng roi. Dudi tan 6, mui nwdc hoa cia Shifumi
thoang thodng ngay dau mii. Cau khong mudn sé lai bi tong vao taxi vdi
muoi to muwoi ngan yén nhw moi khi, Pém nay cau mdéi gap lai va chang hé
c6 y dinh tra co ve.

Nhung chang c6 chd nao cho ca hai ghé chan. Gio nay Asano sap vé, va
me cdu cling vay. Via he, long duwong, cac nga tw, cot dén giao thong, 16i ré
ngang duwong, tat cd déu dam nwdc mua va phan chiéu nhitng tia sang choéi
loa.

“Pi dau bay gio?” Shifumi héi va Toru chi dap rang c di theo cau. Chi
la cau khong muén cho Shifumi vé vdi chong c6 chit cling chang biét sé di
tGi dau.

Toru chra mot lan dén khach san kiéu dy. Song cau lai biét rd ¢ dau, do
la mot noi khong thé yén tinh hon. Cau khong c6 y dinh dan Shifumi t&i
d6. Bai moi quan hé nay la khac biét. N6 gidong thit quan hé ngoai tinh trai
gai ong chang ba chudc day ra ngoai doi.

“Pi nao,” Toru nhac lai, gio tay vay taxi.

Shifumi thoang lo au song rot cudc ciing 1én xe. Nita nguwdi bén trai Toru
w6t nhep vi cau c6 nghiéng 6 sang phia Shifumi. Nhung noé Iyc cia cau da
tré thanh cong coc, 4o quan Shifumi chang c6 vé gi la kho rao. Toru dam
chim trong hai cam giac trai ngwoc nhau, nita la t6i 16i, nita 1a man nguyén
tOt cung doi vdi viéc 16i tudt Shifumi ra khéi chon an toan ctia co.

“Van phong cua bd t6i ngay gan day, gio nay chac chang con ai dau.”
Toru quay sang phan tran sau khi doc cho tai xé dia chi. Shifumi lang yén
khong néi. Mui nwdc mwa nong lén trong xe.

Ca hai thit cam giac t6i 16i va man nguyén ngay cang phinh lén va noéi
loan trong Toru. Pay la lan dau tién cau dan Shifumi di nhw thé nay. Du la
di an ¢ nha hang hay dén quan bar, di tiéc ting hay dén phong trién lam
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tranh nao d6, ngwoi chi dong ludn la Shifumi. Toru chi c6 moi viéc la cho
doi.

Toru vong tay 6m ldy bo vai Shifumi dam nwéc muwa, dat 1én mai téc c6
mot nu hon vo vé nhw thé ké bi giang xé gitta noi lo au va sw hung phan la
Shifumi ch& khong phai la cau. Tiéng can gat nwdc mua rit 1én. Thap
Tokyo toa sang lung linh mot mau do twoi, mot nira nhoa di qua lan nuéc
mua dong trén mat kinh treéc.

Dé Shifumi cho trong xe, Toru ghé qua nha cha cau dé mugn chia khéa
van phong cua 6ng, noi cach d6 chirng mwoi lam phat di b. Bay 1a 1an dau
tién cau toi.

“B0 cho con mwgn van phong mot chut.”

Dung trude hien nha, cau chi noi vay.

Cha cau mac bod do pyjama, chac 6ng da di nghi roi.

“Bay gid 4?” Ong ngac nhién hoi.

“Vang, ngay bay gio.”

Phia treéc hién nha la do6i xang dan cho phu nir va doi giay thé thao cho
tré con. Phia trén gia dung giay la mot loat bup bé hinh muoi hai con giap.

“Lam gi thé, con di véi ai a?”

Trén twong doc hanh lang c6 treo may hop dung méi cau ca.

“Y b6 1a trd mua véi ai 4?” B6 cau cudi cudi héi.

Toru chang biét lam sao danh néi btra. “Vang, con xin 16i, gio nay cling
hoi muon.”

“Tinh hinh cang thang day,” lan nay thi 6ng cwoi thanh tiéng, “néu ¢ day
thi goi dién bdo cho me con mot tiéng.”

Toru gat dau du khong c6 y dinh dy. B6 cau dwa cho cau chiéc chia khéa
c6 gan moc treo hinh chiéc van lwét séng.

Shifumi van cho & trong xe.

Toru chang hiéu tai sao Shifumi lam thé. Gia nhw c6 ay khong con & do
nita, cau ciling sé chang lay lam ngac nhién.

“C6 muon duge khong?”
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Shifumi hoi va cau gio chiéc chia khoa cho c6 xem.

“Cho xem cai.”

Shifumi don 1ay, nhin cham cha r6i khtic khich cudi.

“Van phong thiét ké? Thé bay gi0 minh dén day a. Khéng thé nao tin
dwogc. Toi chét vi buobn cwoi mat.”

Toru pha lén cuoi theo.

“Van phong thiét ké? N6 nhw thé nao? Ma sao lai dén d6?” Shifumi khé
héi may lan, giong c6 twoi tinh, khi lai dwgm budn.

Van phong chat chdi va btra bon. C6 doc mdt chiéc bép ga trén ké bép.
Toru bat Itra dun nwdc soi pha hai ly ca phé.

Vira méi dén, ca hai da quan lay nhau ngay trén ghé sofa ma chang thé
chd thém noi mot phut gidy. Nhw thé ho dén day chi vi ham muo6n.

Anh sang trng phat ra tit ngon dén huynh quang sang qua sttc mirc. Kéo
hét rém ctta 1én ma nhitng gi nhin thdy phia ngoai cling chi la con ngé nho.
Trén chiéc ghé va ban vé bay bira toan gidy la gidy. Ngay canh la chiéc may
photocopy choén hét 16i di.

Bau nguc Shifumi cang 1én tron tria. Lan da trang mudt dugce cham chut
thwong xuyén toat 1én huwong thom diu ngot. Tat thdy moi th trong can
phong nay tré nén khap khiéng vGi co thé cua c6, né lam Toru cang thém
huwng phan. Cau chi kip vén chiéc 4o phong lén, ric dau vao bau nguc cang
tron a4y ma yéu dwong. P4 1a mdt cdm giac hoan toan khac vai ldc hai
nguoi yéu nhau trén chiéc giwdng rong rai trong phong nga dwoc bai tri anh
sang chin chu ¢ nha Shifumi.

“Ca phé nay.”

Nhan 14y tach ca phé tw tay Toru, Shifumi nhoén miéng cuwdi. Son moi da
mo hét, mat c6 nom nhw chwa hé trang diém.

“Cau biét khong,” Shifumi noéi, “son m6i mo di khi an uéng thi c6 thé
stra lai 1a nhin nhw cii nhwng thé nay thi chiu.”

Giong c6 vang lén bén tai Toru nht mot niém hanh phic tot cung. Véi
Shifumi, nhitng th¥ nhw son moi chang hé can thiét.
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Ly ca phé hoa tan néng hoi mang hwong vi than thudc va cam giac an
lanh.

“Udng hét cai nay la phai di r6i.” Giong Shifumi vang 1én nhw mot 16i thi
tham. Kim dong h6é dang dén dan vé hai gio sang.

“0 lai mot chit dwoc khong,” Toru rut ré dé nghi, “dén sang, 1oi t6i dua
ve.”

Shifumi khéng dap lai, c6 mim cwdi lac dau bao khong nhw thé dugc.

“Du chi c6 1a mot nguwdi vo xau xa dén dau ciling khong thé ty y khong
vé nha.”

“Thé goi dién vé bdo la dugc chir gi?” Toru néi, thai d6 khac vGi moi
khi.

“Khong dugc ma.”

Shifumi nhac lai. Pat tach ca phé xudng san roi ditng day.

“Minh séng v6i nhau nhé.”

Shifumi lang im trwdc 10i néi bat ngd phat ra tir miéng Toru, roi gio tay
lam diéu b6 cau troi.

“Chi xin cau.”

Toru khong dé dang bé qua. Cau khong mudn cho Shifumi tré vé véi
Asano vi bat ¢t Iy do gi. Ca hai lang nguwdi nhin nhau mét Iic 1au. Thé réi
Toru nhw birng tinh, cdu buot miéng nai 1oi xin 106i.

Loi néi van luén phan boi cau.

Ng6i canh ctta so trong quan giai khat cé diéu hoa mat lanh, Yuri vira an
sudt com trua tri gia chin tram tdm muoi yén c6 tém bé 10, xa 14t tdng hop,
banh mi va ca phé, vira lién thoang néi.

“Hop 16p hom qua vui khong?”

Vira ngo6i chwra &m cho da bi truy hoi, Koji giat th6t minh xong van tu
nhu chang viéc gi phai dao dong thé.

“Cling binh thwong, hop 16p thi dau chang thé.” Ga dap bira.

Thure ra thi cudc hop 16p dién ra kha sudn sé.

“Cai nay ngon lam nay.”
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Yuri nhoén miéng cwoi, xuc mot dia mon tom bo 10 dwa 1én miéng Koji.
Trong mat ga, tom bo 10 chang khac nao mt mén ho 16n. Chang hoi giai
thich nay no vé chuyén dau ga van day hoi men, Koji ha miéng an ma trong
long am trc. Ga thdy buon nén, voi vai tay 14y nwéc uong.

“A, ma cau gip ban gai Hashimoto chwa?”

Yuri ti€p tuc lién thoang.

“A chuwa, chwa gidp.”

Khi mdi biét tin Hashimoto 1an dau tién cé ban gai sau ba nam dai hoc,
mot thong tin trong dai va néng hoi, Koji kha ho hai va to mo. Ga khong
nging tréu choc bat Hashimoto phéi cho gap, phdi goi dén. Thé nhung gio
thi ga cling chang ban tam lam.

“Khong biét c6 ay thé nao nhi.”

Koji dwa mat ra ngoai ctta s, miéng van a, i tung hitng theo Yuri. Dém
qua vira muwa ma gio da troi quang may tanh, that la lung. D6 am quéa cao
khién bau khong khi xung quanh nhuw dang bong bénh.

“Chao bubi sang,” Yoshida cat tiéng, kiéu dau bob cua c6 hoi bu xu, van
mdc nguyén quan do nhung cd hai dang nam chung giwvong. Co luc tim
trong tri nhd ma Koji van khong hiéu la ¢ lam sao.

“Tai sao?” Ga da héi vay. “Tai sao cau lai ¢ day?

Yoshida mim cwdi, dang hon la mdt nu cwdi buon.

“Cau khong phadi lo, t¢ chua lam gi ca dau.” Co ndi.

Khéng phdi la cau trad 10i danh cho cau hoi ctia Koji nhung 16i noi ay
gitup ga thdy nhe nguwdi. Cai nhe ngwoi ay hién ra cad nét mat khién nu cudi
buo6n cuia Yoshida cang tréd nén buon hon.

Ga pha cho Yoshida mot tach tra den, loai Yuri mua vé va néi la dé danh
riéng cho co ay.

“Sau ca ba hém qua, t& chang biét phdi lam sao vi da hét gio tau. Thay
cau bédo di taxi vé nén t¢ hoi cau cé tién khong thi cau bao cé. Con t&
khong c6 tién nén lic cau hoi t& co tién khong thi té& bao khong. TG bao la
cho t& di nho v6i thi cdu bao di t6i nha cau thi duoc, thé 1a td bao nha cau
cling dugc. Pay, 1y do t¢ & day la thé day.”
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Yoshida trinh bay trong ltic uéng tach tra den loai “danh riéng cho Yuri”.
Cai cach noi lién manh khong ngat cau khién ga phai c6 lam mdi hiéu noi.
DPau ga thi von di da dau san roi. Sap dén trua roi, ga da hen trudc vdi Yuri.

“Nhitng nguoi khac thi sao?”

Ga hai thi Yoshida khé dap rang khong biét. Lai m6t nu cwdi buén dong
tren khoe moi.

Udng hét tach tra ma Yoshida van khéng c6 vé mudn ve.

“Me cau bao gi co.” Co do hoi sau khi Koji noi chuyeén dién thoai. Song
c6 1é ga da lay lai binh tinh nén dap lanh lung nhw hat nwéc do di. “Viéc do
c6 can hé gi téi cau.” Ga cham thudc hiat ma trong 1ong am tc.

Luc vé, Yoshida néi v6i lai trueée hién cira. “Cam on cau da cho té¢ & nho.
Hy vong chung ta sé lai la ban t6t.”

“Koji, cau khéng vui a?”

Yuri hoi.

“Pau nao, gdp Yuri thi lam gi c6 chuyén khong vui.” Ga dap lai trong luc
tham nghi mén tém bé 10 that kinh khiing, r6i dap tat diéu thudc.

“H6m qua t¢ uéng nhiéu qua. Lai con phai chu tri moi thi nita.”

“Cau mét lam ha?”

Yuri nhin thang vao ga végi vé mat lo lang xen lan nghi ngo.

“Chiéu t6i cau lai phdi lam thém nhi?” Yuri khé lau miéng bang khan
gidy roi ngot ngao néi. “Thé thi nhanh 1én r6i con vé nha ma nghi.”

Ga biét Yuri thyc 1ong quan tdam chit khong niing nju. Chang mudn nghi
dén viéc quay lai can phong ban sdng, song dén nwdc nay sao cé thé noi
khong dugc chur.

Ban nhac Jolene ctua Olivia Newton John la ban nhac Shifumi rét thich
nghe.

Toru dang mé man bat 1én nghe trong phong khach nha cau, mot noi
ngap tran anh nang.

ROt cudc Shifumi khong vé hom dé. Ca hai ndm trén ghé soa 6m nhau
ngu téi tan sang. Pung theo nghia den, ho chi nam 6m nhau chit khong yéu
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nhau thém lan nao. Ca hai chang thé lam gi khac ma cting khong thé roi
nhau ra. Toru buon va cau hiéu Shifumi ciing buén dén nhwdng nao.

“Cau khon thé.” Shifumi rén ri sau khi Toru budt miéng néi 16i xin 16i.
“Lic nay con xin 16i gi nita. Thé thi ai ma vé dugc.”

Co vén toc bang ngon tay deo chiéc nhan kim cuong.

“P06 xau xa, ct bat nat nguoi ta.” Guwong mat Shifumi nhw chye 6a khoc.
Trwdc mat cau la mot Shifumi téc tai 4o quan xoc xéch, khac véi Shifumi
cua moi ngay.

“Xin 16i.” Cau noéi lai mot lan nita r6i chgt nhan ra ké sap khoc hoa ra
chinh la minh.

Va moi tim moi, ca hai lai quan 1ay nhau trén chiéc ghé sofa. Twéng
chitng nhw co thé Shifumi c6 thé v& oa trong vong tay cau. Hai tay c6 kep
chat 1y ma Toru. B& méi mai goi. Gitra nhitng nu hon la nhitng 10i thot 1én
tlr tan day long, rang c6 yéu that mat roi, rang c6 khong thé tin minh lai yéu
nhiéu dén thé.

Hai bo moi roi xa nhau mot Iic 1au ma ca hai van khong mudn day.

“Nang khong?” Toru hai.

Shifumi lac dau.

“Cai ghé sofa nay hay nhi.”

Chiéc ghé ra la do ré tién lai nho nita, song vira khit co thé cta hai nguoi.
Cau nam yén, nham mat lai, ngad dau 1én bau ngyc Shifumi.

“Thé nay la minh da thudc vé nhau.” Shifumi néi. “Du khong duwgc bén
nhau nhung minh da thudc vé nhau.”

Toru lang yén khong dap réi chgp mat ltic nao khéng hay.

Ngoai ctta s0, troi bat dau hitng sang. Cau lai pha ca phé hoa tan. Thyc ra
& do khong con do uong nao khac. Mwa da tanh tir 1au.

“Chi c6 mu6n goi dién khong?”

Toru hoi nhung Shifumi cudi tir choi.

“Veé nha cho nhanh.”

Lan nay thi Toru khéng ngan can nita.

Ngoai kia, bau troi da xanh ngat, khong khi mat ruwgi, trong lanh, bao
hiéu mot ngay dep trdi du cé cay van con w6t dam nuwdc mua.
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Bo chia khoa vao trong thung thw nhw 10i cha cau dan, Toru va Shifumi
nam tay buéc di bén nhau ra tan ngoai duwong 16n. Cau thdy mét chut c6
don, mot chut thoa man va mot chut la lung.

Budi sém mang dén sy tinh mich thanh khiét cho ca nhitng con phd nhé
gitta chon thi thanh.

“Chi Ién trudce di.” Vay taxi lai, Toru ndi.

Me cau khong c6 nha, Toru dang nghe Olivia Newton John & trong
phong khach ma trong dau cit vireong van mai hinh anh gwong mat Shifumi
lic ay.

Ngoai Shifumi, cé 1€ chang ai c6 thé cwdi buén dén thé.

Shifumi mim cuwdi ngay triedc canh ctra xe taxi da mé san.

“Pa qua roi cai tudi thich gam nham sy c6 don, chi khong muén lai phai
mot minh. Cam on cau da goi dién, chi sé goi lai sau.”

No6i r6i Shifumi buwdc vao taxi. Co6 huwéng vé phia 1ai xe, noi diém can
dén, tha minh xuéng ghé va khong quay mat lai nita. Canh ctta déng sap
lai, chiéc taxi lao di mat.

Van la Shifumi cia moi khi. Du 4o quan c6 nhau nhi, du son m6i da nhat
nhoa thi d6 van la Shifumi ctia moi khi. Xinh dep, diém tinh va chin chan.
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CHUONG 16

Budi tiéc lan thi hai v6i ldo gia 6i dao t6 chitc tai mot quan an Phap.
Ngoai 6ng giam doc con c¢6 hai vi trudng phong. Cé 1€ minh sé vao lam &
day, Koji tham nghi trong lic phét day bo len mau banh mi, nhét vao
miéng. Khong phai 1a mudn lam hay phdi lam, ma la c6 1 sé lam. Phdi phat
huy y chi va no luc sau khi xac dinh r6 phwong hwéng phat huy, ga nghi
vay. Cha ga khoéac trén minh b veston, song nhin khéng dwoc chin chu lam
b&i nhitng thit khac chang an nhap gi v6i nhau, ngay tir chiéc 4o so mi lua
bén trong mau be cat phang phat mui nwdc hoa Cologne cho dén dong ho
va chiéc nhan mau vang. Hé c6 nang luc thuc sy, con ngudi ta sé thay tw
do. Ga chwa khi nao quén 10i 6ng day do.

Bita tiéc bat dau va két thic v6i nhitng cau chuyén phiém. Ngay ca
nhitng cau héi danh cho Koji cling chang ra dau ra du6i, nao la thich doi
béng da nao, nao la cé ban gai chwa. H6 so li lich gt r6i chang con cau héi
nao ra tdm ra mon nita sao.

“Qi dao, con tity thi ¢t nita, phai khéng nao.”

Ldo gia 6i dao néi khi dén hoi ditng day

Da hai tuan tréi qua ké tir sau dém hop 16p. Ga chwa gap lai Yoshida. Ga
da bé bé Kimiko nén phai vat va ngot nhat su6t hai tuan qua.

Tai sao minh cit phai ngot nhat thé chi.

Ban than Koji cling khong tai nao hiéu néi. Néi thang ra, gio ga da ngai
chuyén gap g&. Kimiko qua boc truc, dén mic ga khong con nhan ra co la
nguoi hon tudi du thue su ¢6 hon tudi.

Atsuko thi hay git* y. C6 ay biét minh khong phdi 1a ngudi thich hgp véi
Koji. Buong nhién, gd van nhd nhu in cai cdm giac bon chon va tim nhéi
dau doi véi thai do dy cta Atsuko. Ga nh@ ca nhitng 161 ga thdt 1én an i.
Théi nao, Atsuko dirng nghi nggi lung tung nira, tbi sé thu xép moi chuyén,
roi sé on thoa ca thoi. That long ga da nghi nhuw vay. Ga van luon that long
trong khoanh khac thét 1én 16i an i.
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ROi tdi ldc moi chuyén v 16 dén tai Yoshida, Koji bong thay nhe ca
nguwoi. D6 chang phdi la chuyén c6 thé gidy giém mai dugc. Han Atsuko
cling dong tinh. C6 ay da néi rang co thi khong sao. Atsuko da la nguoi
lon.

Kimiko thi trai ngwoc. Koji thé dai.

Hom nay gi di dinh gip dé néi chuyén chia tay. Ay thé ma hé thdy mat
nhau la lai quén hét, khong thé cuwdng lai hai co thé dang thém khat nhau
manh liét. Chuyén chia tay ci¢ dé sau, ci¥ ngu da roi tinh ti€p. Lan nao ciing
y nhu vay.

Ca Koji va Kimiko déu thudc typ ngwdi manh mé trén giwvong. Con khat
nhuc duc ao dén cudn phang di tat cd. Chang khac nao cudc chién giita hai
nguoi. O trén givong, Koji van ludn 1a ké tudn nhitng 15i mat ngot chét
nguoi. Song moi khi véi Kimiko, ga chang du thoi gian thanh thoi dén vay.
Thue té€ 1a ga khong con site dé thot 1én nhitng 101 dwong mat. Xong viéc la
moi nguwdi lan ra mot goc giwong, hon hén twong trirng sap dit hoi.

Chi Idc dy, trong mot khoanh khac, ga thdy minh yéu Kimiko nhét trén
doi. Yéu bang ca co thé ga.

Sau moi lan ai an nhw vay, lam sao c6 thé néi 10i chia tay. Khong thé mat
duoc, ga nghi. Minh khong thé dé mdt Limiko, du mai sau c6 cuGi nguoi
khdc cting khong thé mat nhirng gidy phtt di Gn bong chdy nay.

“Gio ve nha ha?” Cha ga hoi sau khi chia tay v&i hoi Ido gia 6i dao.

Koji vang da, miéng rit 1ay rit dé diéu thuoc ga da phai kiém ché vi nay
gio khong co ai khac hut.

“Mai con c6 hen sém.”

Ga da hen choi tennis vGi Yuri vao bu6i sang. Cha ga tiéc ré vi 6ng co
vai diéu muon bao ban ga.

Koji cudi cudi lam bd xin 16i chit tham tdm ga cling mudn dwgc chi bao
thém. Piéu hoa trong quan mat lanh khién ga c6 cam giac bau khéng khi
xung quanh oi nong khi vira m@i budc ra ngoai.

“Khong biét c6 chiu dung n6i khong.” Koji noéi, co tinh lwge bé cha ngii
la me ga. “Pém qua lai thay goi dién n6i mot théi mét héi vé chi Saki.”
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Takashi, anh trai ga dang ditng truéc nguy co ly di sau ba thang két hon.
Ga chua nghe tryc tiép nén chwa nam ro sy tinh, chi biét la anh ga bi duoi
ra khéi nha maéi nén hién dang ta tuc bén nha noi.

“Vat va day, thang anh thi bi dudi di, thang em thi dang kiém viéc lam.”
Koji phan nhw thé chuyén nguoi khac, hgp véi biét danh cdu em hiéu dong.

“Cai thang té thé chit.” Cha ga kho s& noi. Bon thuan la vé mat kho s&
chit khong c6 chut gi bat man hay cuoi dua.

Cung thoi diém d6, Toru & trong phong riéng véi tam trang roi boi. Ngoi
day ma cdu twéng chirng nhw dang bi giam cam. Gio da la thang Chin. Vay
ma Shifumi van bat vo am tin.

Dd qua réi cdi tudi thich gim nhdm sv c6 don, chi khong muén lai phai
mot minh.

Loi n6i cta Shifumi ¢t 1an quat trong dau cau.

Luc 4y, r6 rang cau khong bdo c6 dy song mdt minh. Minh vé song vdi
nhau nhé, cau da néi vay. Tic la sy ton tai cia minh chwa da dé Shifumi
tinh thanh mot ngudi. Y nghi dy khién Toru phét cau. La mot diéu 1a cau
khong phat cau véi Shifumi ma phat cau véi chinh minh.

Ngay duwéi goi la bady cudn sach Shifumi thich doc, cau chwa bao gio cé y
dinh cat ching di.

Minh vé song vdi nhau nhé.

Do chang phai la 161 ndi tudt khoi dau moi xuat phat tir y nghi nhat thoi.
Giat minh tinh ra thi d@ mudn. Véi Toru lic nay, dé la 16i dé nghi hoan toan
thue té chit chang phai diéu gi phi ly. Chang c6 ly gi la khong thé.

Minh phai néi chuyén lai vGi ¢6 &y mot lan nita mdi duge. Quyét dinh
vay roi Toru budc ra ngoai phia ban céng. Bau troi thdp thoang diém vai
chom sao. Chi can ¢6 ay cling mudn nhw vay thi ai nghi gi ciing mac.
Chang c6 ly gi khong thé nhu thé.

Sang hom sau nang dep.

Koji khong ngo Yuri choi quyét liét dén thé vi ga cit twdng c6 chi danh
tennis cho vui. Yuri di chuyén khap san, déi lic khong gilt noéi thang bang
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song c6 nhat quyét trd bong bang dugc. Cu trdi tay bang ca hai tay — vi
huén luyén vién néi tay c6 yéu - rat cé uy lwc, dwong béng di cyc nhanh.
K¥ nang bat lwdi thi tuyét voi. Nhin ddng manh khanh vay nhung cha quan
la thé nao ciing lanh du.

“Lén tay gdm nhi.”

Ga khen khién Yuri d6 birng mat sung swdng.

“Tap sudt méi dwgc ddy,” c6 hon hén dap.

“Nhung Koji choi xdu, toan danh vao cho xa oi la xa.”

MGgi tam gio ma madt troi da 1én cao.

“HO6m nay thé thoi nhi?”

Vita méi no6i thé Yuri da lac dau quay quay va doi dau thém mot trén
nita. O Yuri ludn c6 sy hdn nhién va boc truc. Koji yéu cd ciing vi didu dé.

Tam xong, ca hai ng6i an sang ngay tai quan trong khuon vién cau lac b
thé thao. Sau d6 Yuri néi thich mau giay tennis méi ra nén ga di theo thap
tung, xong r6i m&i dwong ai ndy di. Yuri n6i chiéu dinh di xem phim véi
héi ban gdi. Con dy dinh cta ga thi khéng thé tiét 16 cho c6 dwgc. Ga nghi
bung, cai cudc song ty do tu tai nay, choi tennis tir sdng sém tinh mo, réi
mot ngay hen ho véi tan hai c6 khac nhau ding 1a mot dac quyén cua doi
sinh vien.

Khéng hiéu c6 phai h6m nay la mot ngay dep troi hay khong ma ga thay
long phoi phéi. Choi tennis ra nhiéu moé hoi nén nguwdi nhe nhom han. Ga
dinh bung sé chgp mat mot ldc trén tau dén diém hen véi Kimiko tai Ebisu.

Toru khéng nhé ro dwge Shifumi tang chi€c do so mi trang banh bao tw
khi nao.

Shifumi bao nhin mot cai la biét ngay sé hgp v&i cau. Thé nhung cau
chwa tirng mac né trong nhitng ngay hen, cit cham cham dién do dugc tang
thi e 10 liéu qu4, thanh ra cau ngai. Song hém nay cau dinh bung sé mac né.
Cau da giat chiéc 4o may lan cho n6 c6 vé da dugc dung.

bén dém qua thi khong thé chd dugc nita, ciu da goi dién nhung lai
diung luc Shifumi dang ngo6i nha uéng rugu véi Asano. Co con phan bua
rang ca tuan tredc da phai di cong tac xa.
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“Ving Péng Au c6 nhiéu do gia dung dep 1&m, kiéu dang don gidn ma
gia ca lai phai chang. Ngoai hang danh riéng cho dot trung bay mua dong,
chi con mua dwoc bao nhiéu thir khac.

Shifumi van thé. C6 ay néi nhu thé chwa hé c6 chuyén gi say ra.

“T6i c6 thé gap chi dugc khong?”

Toru n6 khién Shifumi than nguwdi mot 14at.

“Co gi chi sé goi sau.” Co doi giong.

“Sau la bao gio thé?”

Shifumi lai im lang, con lau hon cé ldic nay.

“Chiéu t6i mai nhé? Chi rdanh khodng mot tiéng.”

Chi vi mot gio dong ho d6 ma Toru lai ngoi day cho dién thoai. Véi cau,
khodng thoai gian dy chang thdm thdp vao dau. Gia nhuv c6 dugc gap ba
tiéng, hay nam tiéng, tham chi mwoi tiéng di chang nita cling c6 bao gio la
da. Cudc gap gd nao roi cling phai chia ly. BDay méi la thuc su.

Nam gio chiéu. Bau trgi van xanh ngat, chung quanh ram ran tiéng ve.
Cau nhan nut Play-back choi lai ban nhac cta Billy Joe du né bat dau lam
cau phat ngdy. Bung ltic do thi Shifumi goi dién. C6 hen ba mwoi phit sau
tai quan Franny r6i dap may.

Toru roi khoi nha véi mot tam trang khac han. Lan nay, cau mudn chiém
doat bang dwgc Shifumi. Phdi chiém ldy c6 dy, minh quyét roi.

Lic cu dén da thay Shifumi dang uéng Vodka va dgi. Hom nay co dién
do so mi mau be vdi chiéc quan da béng mau nau.

“Cau 6n ch?” Nhin cdu, Shifumi lén tiéng. “Néng qua di mat. Chang
biét bao gio mdi hét mua he.”

Kéo chiéc ghé xoay bén canh, Toru goi mot coc bia. Lung c6 &y mdi nhd
nhan, thon tha lam sao.

“Chi tw ctra hang dén a?”

Puong nhién réi, Shifumi dap, mat khong roi khoi Toru. Co choang tay
qua co Toru, khé thom lén ma cau - chit khong phdi méi. Nwéc hoa Baby
Doll, loai gan day Shifumi thich dung.

“Du lich la sé thich, vay ma...” Shifumi khé né mot nu cwdi buon. “Lan
dau tién trong doi thdy nhd nhung ai d6 dén vay, tham chi khong hiéu minh
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dén day vi 1€ gi.”

Co rat mot diéu thuoc, cham lwa, rit mot hoi réi nha khoi.

“Cau on ch¥?” Shifumi héi lai.

“Biét roi con hoi.” Khong nhin mat Shifumi, Toru dap trong ltc c6 kim
nén khong bdc 16 niém hanh phtic dang trao dang.

“On lam sao dwgc ma &n, biét réi con hoi.”

Chang biét tu ltic nao quay bar trong quan Franny da tré thanh mét thi
gi d6 that than quen ma cau biét ro tirng chan to ké toc. Du n6 chi 1a mot
quay bar go mau nau sam véGi nhitng thé go day bong bay va mugt ma.

“Gia ma dugc song ¢ day luon nhi.”

Cau no6i khién Shifumi bat cuwoi.

“Va...” Cau noi tiép “Va gio cling khong con la tré con nita.”

Loi néi dy ching da tac dong dén Shifumi nhu cau nghi. It nhét 1a cau
khong nhin thay phan ng gi. Shifumi goi qua 6 liu r6i bat dau cau chuyén
vé may thi lam tr 16ng ctru ¢6 thay trong chuyén di vira réi. Hinh nhw do la
may con tha bong nhé xiu dugc dét bang 16ng ctru that, khong hé nhuom
mau. C6 mua tan mdt tram con dé bay phia ctra kinh bén ngoai.

“Cau dén xem nhé.” Shifumi mim cuoi.

Duong nhu d6 la mot con nguwoi dang ngap tran trong hanh phic, nhung
noi co ay ¢ Toru chang thé nao vuon tGi.

Toru khong tra 16i. Mot lic sau, Shifumi danh noéi: “Chi néi roi, viéc
song bén nhau va song vGi nhau la hai chuyén hoan toan khac biét.”

Toru nhin cham cham vao chiéc binh hoa ngay phia truéc. V& van, cau
nghi tham.

“Dui ¢6 @ bén canh ai di nita thi chi van sé song v6i ngudi ma chi muoén.”

Trong mat cau, hom nay duong nhw ngay tir dau Shifumi da két luan
tredc moi thit. Khong them dém xia téi nhitng 10i cau ndi.

“Vay hay ¢ bén canh ngwdi minh mudn c6 hon khong?”

Nhin thang vao Shifumi, cau hoi. Va, mot thoang sau dé, cau hoi han véi
cau hoi caa minh.

“Thé cau chuyén dén song cung nhé.”
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Bai 1é Shifumi da nhin thang vao cau va dap tra nhw vay. Tham chi trén
moi co dy con thap thodng mot nu cuwdi tuyét dep.
Toru danh cam chiu, cau chang biét phan tng thé nao.

Yoshida lai xuat hién ding vao budi t6i hom ma ga sang thi choi tennis
v6i Yuri, chiéu thi 6m ap Kimiko cad bu6i ¢ Ebisu. Mot minh c6 dy, bat
thinh linh dén tan quan bi-a noi ga lam thém.

“Choi cung t6 nhé?” Co6 goi mét ly riwgu réi dé nghi.

“T& khong choi dugce.”

Khéng choi dugc, ga da c6 tinh nhan manh nham tao ra khodng cach,
vay ma sao nghe nhw cudc doi thoai than mat gitta nhwng nguwdi ban da
quen than tu lau.

“Thé thi thoi, t& di day.” Yoshida lam mat bi xi. “Hom nay t& khong
them choi ntta, 1an sau t¢ dan ban t& dén, khoi can cau.”

Hom sau.

Khodang ntra s6 ban bi-a da kin khach. Bay dé tanh tach tiéng bi va nhau.

“Cau dén lam cai quai gi thé?”

Ga ham huyc héi. Ga von di da khong thich bi bam riét nhw vay. Nhat la
vOi Yoshida.

“Sao nao.”

Yoshida nhoén miéng cuwgi. Co6 mac chiéc o thun hai dady mau xanh luc.
Bau nguc khong tron tria 1am nhwng bu lai trong rat khiéu ggi. Khiéu goi,
va lam con tim ga nhoi dau.

“Sao nao, to6 la khach co ma.”

Sao qua di chit, ga dap. Thuyc sy la 6 lam sao day c6 nang.

Nhin qua 6 ctta s6, khu pho Shinjiku vé dém da thoéi khong sam uat. Rut
tir trong bop mot diéu thudc bac ha, c6 cham Itva roi kéu Koji 1dy gat tan
chit khong ty minh ra 1ay du né nam céach do khong xa.

Dong ndo di nao! Koji ra 1énh cho ban than. Tém lai 1a c6 nang Yoshida
nay dang c6 am muu gi? Co ta mudn gi va dinh lam nhitng gi?

Yoshida quay ghé lai quan sat toan canh trong quan. Ga khong tai nao
doan noi nhitng gi dang dién ra bén trong cai dau kiéu bob den si kia.
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“Yoshida oi la Yoshida...” Koji lam b6 méu mdo. “Cau dirng cé tréu
nguoi td nira di.”
Yoshida quay lai, va c6 lai nhoén miéng cuoi.
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CHUONG 17

“Cau van c lwoi nhu hai thé ha?” Koji lau bau trong lic lam moén
com cuon tring chién an kem vai xa lat ca cai cho Hashimoto.

“Nam won ra xem phim ¢ nha ngudi khac thi 6 céi quai gi vui chit.”

Hashimoto khong dap lai.

“Thong thwong c6 ban gai vao thi phai khac chit nhi? Lai cha lao dén véi
nhau ngay chit mang gi dén tivi nita.

Com cudn trigng chién la mon ta cia Koji. Tay trai ga cam chdo roi ddo
dao bang tay phdi thé nao ma lat tritng chién cudn tron lay phan com bén
trong mot cach ngoan muc. Phdi néi tay chan ga rat c6 khiéu trong nhitng
chuyén nay.

“Lam gi mat dan ra thé?”

C6 gi dau, Hashimoto dap roi vung day 1ay thi xic ngay mén com cudn
tritng chién con néng hoi hoi.

“Cho t6¢ coc nwdc duge khong?”

Kim dong ho chi ba gio chiéu. Von khong c6 théi quen an vat nén Koji
chang thé ly gidi tai sao khong chi minh Hashimoto ma da phan ban be ga
déu kéu déi bung vao céi gio nay.

“Cau ctr bo bita trra cho lam vao, cha t6t dep gi dau.” Vira rét nuéc, ga
vira lau bau.

“Lam gi ma kho tinh nhw dan ba thé ha?”

Cau noi ay dong cham dén long tv &i cua Koji.

“Thit nhw cau con khuya méi hiéu dwgc dan ba la thé nao!”

Hashimoto im lang. Hoi néng bdc 1én ti* dia com khién mat kinh han mo
di.

“U, cau thi ngon r6i. Chi can dé mit dén nhitng c6 nang cia cau la xong
béng. Nhan that!”

Han that long. Mat dai thuot.

DPa ba t6i lién tiép Yoshida xuat hién tai quan ga lam thém. Bém qua tuy
c6 khong dén song ctt cé khach 1a ga 1ai cang thang twéng dé la Yoshida.
Vi cé gi ma minh lai phai danh nhiéu thoi gian suy nghi vé co6 ta nhw thé
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cht? That vo ly. Cang nghi ga lai cang buc bdi, ditng ngoi khong yén,
nhung cang buc bao nhiéu thi lai cang bé tac bay nhiéu. Chang cé gi khién
gd mét moéi bon chon bang khi khong biét phai xt tri thé nao.

“An xong thi rita bat dia di. T& tim mot cdi roi di day.”

“U,” Hashimoto dép.

Kimiko mac quan sodc, trén la 4o ngw'c mau xanh réu. Gap nhau & Ebisu,
ca hai phong mot mach dén khach san & Gotanda. Ga khong cudng lai noi,
doi tom tem ngay trén 6 t6 khién Kimiko vira 14i vira khic khich cuoi.

“Nhé qua.”

Da 1au lam r6i gd mai thot 1én véi Kimiko nhuw vay ma tuyét nhién khong
c6 chit doi trd nao trong long. Chiéc givong vira méi dugce don xong, trén
d6 co6 dat tdm thé ghi rd tén nguwdi don phong. Vira nam xudng, ga chot
thdy an han vi treedce kia da lanh Iung véi Kimiko. Sy tdo bao va boc truc &
Kimiko la mot thit gi dé rat dang duwgc yéu thwong. Ca cai than thé dang
odn oai va doi tay cuong nhiét nay nita.

Koji thodng giat minh khi Kimiko ngoam vdi lay cai ay cua ga ma chang
kip c6i ra. Hoi néng ap dén, va ga bat dau rén ri.

V6i Koji, Kimiko chang khac nao mét moéi quan hé day phién todi nhung
hoan toan tach biét. Gap nhau, yéu nhau, r6i dwong ai ndy di. Khong may
may anh hudng dén diéu gi. Kimiko & mot thé gidi ma tai dé6 khong cé bat
ctr diéu gi lién quan tdi cai thé gidi tao ra mot Koji nhuw bay gio, dy la s
hién dién ctia Yoshida, la Yuri, Toru hay Hashimoto, la truong dai hoc hay
noi lam viéc.

Ga dinh than dwgc thi da thdy minh tran nhw nhong tir lic nao. Koji
giang tay dinh kéo Kimiko léen.

“Lén day di nao, khong chiu ndi nira r6i.”

Kimiko nhét dinh khéong 1én. Chuwa dau, Kimiko cuwoi day an y, hon tGi
tap vao nhitng phan nhay cam nhat. Mai cho dén khi Koji khong thé nhin
noi, vung day ma lat ngugc tinh thé. Cudc ai an nao vdi Kimiko ciing y hét
vay. Mdi miét vGi nhithg ham muén vo bd bén dén kiét sitc mai thoi. Mo
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héi tia ra dam dia, mac cho chiéc diéu hoa trong phong chay & ché d6 manh
nhat.

“Thich phat dién 1én mat.”

Ca hai nam s6ng soai sau cudc ai an. Koji cham diéu thudc, rit mot hoi
r6i tha thi vdi cai giong ngot ngao dén do ban than ga ciing thay 16 bich.

Thyc ra, trong dau ga dang toan tinh dén mot lic nao do c6 thé dit ra
khéi Kimiko. D6 la mot viéc khé khan. N6 khé khan hon nhiéu so véi
nhitng cudc chia tay ga ting trai qua, va kho khan hon ca cugc chia ly chua
biét Itic nao sé xay ra vdi Yuri.

“Mot Kimiko thudc vé xit s@ ctia rirng xanh.”

“Nay, ding c6 néi ngudi ta hoang dai day nhé.”

Ga vira m@ miéng la bi dop lai ngay.

Tuy néi thé nhung dau 6c Koji hoan toan trong rong khi nghi dén cit tiép
tuc vGi Kimiko nhw thé nao, hay sé budc co6 phai bo chong ma theo ga.

Nép sat bén canh, cdp chan thon ctia Kimiko dang quap 1ay chan ga. Vé
mat c6 day man nguyén nhr mdt nang meo vira mdi an no bung.

Hoang hon da buéng xuong tw 1au, Toru dang thu minh trong phong nghe
Billy Joe thi Koji goi dién ru di an t6i vi da 1au khong gap.

“Lam gi ma da lau lam.”

Cau dap lai vi thang truedc vira mdi hop 16p xong. Song v6i Koji thi cau
trd 10i 4y chang khac nao mot gao nuwdce lanh.

“Pung la giong diéu cua nhitng thang chang bao gio di tang hai.” Ga
bao.

U, ciing c6 18 1a nhu thé, Toru giat minh nghi tham.

Cau chang hitng thu véi nhitng noi khong c6 Shifumi. Thanh ra, Koji c6
noi gi, cau cting chi am v cho qua.

“Sao nao, tom lai la cau c6 di khong ha, té thira biét cau dang r6i.”

Koji cao giong. Ga van goi tir bot dién thoai cong cong giita chon dong
nguwoi. Chang hiéu cé phai vi xung quanh qua 6n ao hay khéng ma nghe ct
nhu dang gao twdng 1én vay.
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ROt cudc, ca hai nhat tri dén quan mi gan treong cap Ba, noi ma sau moi
lan 1én thw vién, cau lai hen gap Koji khi ga tan hoc & treong du bi.

Toru mac quan jean vdéi ao thun, khodc bén ngoai mot chiéc do len mong
mua he mau cham. Chiéu mua ha chdp choang va oi néng nhv trong nha
tam cong cong.

Cau lén tau dién ngam, di qua hai nha ga r6i ra ngay canh tdm bién
quang cao canh cwra soat vé, tranh thu doc truyén trong luc ditng cho Koji.
Do la cudn truyén cuda tac gia Endo Shusaku ma Shifumi néi rat an twong
ngay tir hoi sinh vién.

Nam phiit sau, Koji c6 mat. Ga mac chiéc 4o thun mau tim nhat c6 logo
va hang chit HUGO BOSS trén ngyc. Toc ga trong kho nhu binh thwong
nhuwng han la vu6t keo hay sap, ngtti mui la biét.

“H6m nay cau khong lam thém a?” Toru budc dén héi.

“Khong.” Ga dap ngan gon roi nhin Toru lac dau kho hiéu. “Troi thi
néng chét ma con mdc ao len.”

Ba nam r6i m@i dén quan Uzusakura nay ma khong cé gi thay déi dang
ké. Mén Toru va Koji Iwa chon cling y nhw ngay truéc.

Koji huyén thuyén v@i cdu vé chuyén Yoshida.

“Thé roi c6 dy cuoi tim tim, chang hiéu c6 y gi.”

“Khé xtt a, o ay cuwoi thi mac mé gi dén cau.”

Tu ro6t nwdc ¢ trong binh ro6i ca hai chui vao goc quan.

“Van dé khong phai cho do.”

Koji tach doi hai chiéc diia du chwa mén nao duwgc dem ra.

“R0i sao nita, y Yoshida la sao?”

Cau hoi, song Kaoji chi tha dai.

“Cau c6 nghe td ké ndy gio khong ha. Té khong hiéu y cb ay la sao thi
méi dau dau thé nay chi. Thoi, bo di.” Giong Koji c6 vé bat man, “Pung la
thanh nién bay gio chang thang nao chiu lang nghe chuyén ctia ngudi khac
ca.”

Ga ta n6i nhu ct thé ban than ga khéng phai la thanh nién thoi nay.

Ca hai ng6i nham nhép bia v&i banh chéo. Mén cta Toru la mi xao bo 6t
xanh, con Koji chon mén mi tri'ng cua Thién tan.
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“Co 1é trén doi nay chi cé Yuri va Kimiko la chiu lang nghe chuyén ctia
tg.”

“Cau noi roi a?” Toru ngac nhién.

“T¢ c6 dién dau.” Lan nay thi Koji con ngac nhién hon.

“Cau c cau trirde da cau sau thé ha?” Toru lac dau.

Xét cho cung, cau khéng dinh xen vao nhitng mé6i quan hé ay ctia Koji.
Phan la vi cho rang do la chuyén tam phao, phan vi cau nghi mot minh Koji
cling c6 thé giadi quyét ém tham dwgc. N6i cach khac, tuy cé6 phan xem nhe
Koji nhung dong thoi cau ciing luon danh cho Koji sy tén trong nhat dinh.
Do la nhitng diéu khong hé thay doi tr thoi cap Ba.

“Thue ra thi,” Koji néi, “chang chéng thi chay, t¢ phai kiém c@ dit khoat
voi Kimiko thoi.”

“Sao thé?”

Ca hai sudt mi da hét veo. Bat ciia Toru sach bach, bat ctia Koji chi con
chuat nwdc dung. Hét nhw ngay xwa, Toru nghi bung.

“T6t nghiép dai hoc xong thi...” Khong dap lai cau hoi cta Toru, Koji
néi tiép. “Tot nghiép dai hoc xong, chac han 1 con gai sé phai nghi dén
chuyén lay chong.”

Cau nay chac nham vao Yuri day.

“Qi gioi, néi thé cling vo cling.”

Toru néi theo, song ban than ciu ciing khong chac lam. Ban than cau
cling cho rang c6 thé nhw vay. Ma thé nao chang dugc.

Buwéc ra khéi quan, ca hai sang khodai han khi cam thay swong dém da
xuong, cai lanh tham vao da thit.

“No qua, no qua.” Koji néi.

Toru quyét dinh di b6 dén Roppongi, khodng cach tam mot chang ga,
khong qua xa, vira di cho mot cudc tan bo.

“Hashimoto c6 ban gai r6i day.” Koji no6i. “Cau ta bao sé gidi thiéu trudc
khi c6 nguy co bi da.”

O Roppongi c6 mdt quan bar ma cau va Shifumi thuong ghé qua. Tai d6
lu6n c6 thé nghe nhitng giai diéu tir thap ky bady muoi. Gan d6 c6 ca quan
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dn Y ma ca hai thuong dén. Shifumi néi quan d6 luén cho nhiéu rau hon
han cac quan khac.

“Lau 1au t¢ khong gap Yammamoto, con Yuri thi bdo mudn gadp cau. Lan
nay tu tap luon di, ca Hashimoto v@i ban gai cau ta nita.”

Toru nhat tri song chang 1ay gi lam hao hitng. Khong phai lic nao cling
c6 thé séng dung vaGi long minh.

Chia tay Koji mot minh Toru di theo duong vong quanh Hoang cung &
phia Tay.

Hiém khi Koji c6 tam trang r6i boi thé nay. Ga c6 cam giac tam tri Toru
dang thudc vé mot noi nao do6 xa lam. T xwa da vay. Toru nhw mot diva tré
1é loi, doi khi cau ta khong hoa nhap v6i moi nguwoi xung quanh. Khong
tdch minh ra han song ciing khong thé 6i 1a hoa nhap. Ga ban khoan c6
kiém tim sgi day lién két sy kién vira ro6i v6i viéc Toru vén chi dwgc me
cham séc, roi thi viéc hoi nho cau ta thwong bi giam 16ng moi khi me vang
nha. Bat luan cé can hé gi hay khong thi tir xwa Toru da thé. Tham chi con
hon thé ké tir khi qua lai v&i chi Shifumi.

Nguyén nhan khién tam tri ga r6i boi 1a Yoshida va c6 1é 1a ca Kimiko.
Ban than viéc phai dung dén tir ¢ Ié dé dién ta diéu minh suy nghi da la
dau hiéu chi ra rang long ga khong yén.

Co6 khi minh chang thé nao dit ra khéi Kimiko duoc.

Suy nghi dy khién Koji run sg.

Vi Kimiko, moi quan hé thuan tiy la thé xac. Co thé néi do la viéc ca
hai hoan toan chap nhan, hodc it nhat la Koji cho rang nhw vay. Ngay tw
nhitng giay phit ban dau.

Va hém nay, ngay treéc khi goi cho Toru, ga da moi Kimiko di an t6i.
Cho dén bay gig, chwa c6 cudc hen ho nao dién ra vao buoi t6i. Ly do vo
cung don gian, hoa da co chu.

Nhung, thue sy c6 phai vay khong?

Vi du gia st Kimiko cling giong nhw chi Shjfumi cé thé di ra ngoai vao
bubi t6i thi chac minh ciing theo d6 ma diéu chinh thoi gian. Koji nghi
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ngay dén doan “khong thé vé mat co hoc” va ngo rang cé diéu gi doi tra an
giau trong do. Cai gi ma vé mdt co hoc?

Kimiko néi chong c6 hom nay di cong tac nén lic vé khong can mua
thém thirc an. D6 an san van con & nha va mot minh c6 thi thé la da. Tinh
co dung lic Koji thady déi bung, va hdm dé khong phai di lam thém, thé la
ga ma loi:

“Hay la minh di an t6i nhé!”

Nhuw thé chuyén ché c6 gi to tat. Chi la tinh c¢ thoi.

Tinh co v? That vay chang? M6t thang dau day san nhw minh thi chang
co gi la tinh c0 ca.

“Bay gio a?”

Kimiko hon nhién héi lai nhw khong. Va hon nhién twr chéi.

Co giai thich rang chong co c6 thé goi dién vé bat ci¥ lic nao, hon nita,
cb cling da ndi rang, vé co ban co la ngudi vo tét. Trong mo ga cling chang
thé twdng twgng ra cau tra 10i cia Kimiko nhu vay. Thém vao doé, ga cling
chang thyc tinh muon di an v6i Kimiko. Vay ma lic d6 cé sao ga cdm thay
ton thwong dén thé. Ga khong hiéu n6i chinh minh nita.

Ga bue boi véi Kimiko.

Co ta hoang dai la thé thi lam gi c6 chuyén vi la phu ni* nén phai vé nha,
ga nghi bung. Sau khi chuyén hai ga tau dién, vira ng6i lac Iv trén doan tau
chay tuyén trung tdm, ga vir mo mang nhd lai d6i chan thon dai, b& moi
day khao khat va céi c6 trang ngan 16 16 moi khi ga deé ngtra c6 ra. Ga nhg
ca giong diéu Kimiko 16ng lén tac oai tdc quai, va nhé ca nhirng 16i 1€ ngot
ngao du duong da ting rot vao tai ga.

T6i dén chi chi mu6n & nha.

Nay, dirng c6 n6i ngwoi ta hoang dai day nhé.

Tuyén dudng sit trung tim dong nghet ngudi. Anh dén tir nhitng toa cao
oc hai bén thap thoang chiéu vao qua ctra kinh doi dién.

Vé dén nha, ga nhin thdy mot chiéc tdi ni 16ng trang roi ngay tredc ctra.

Ga mo ra, tiéng thi kéu sot soat, bén trong 1a mot suat Takoyaki kém mot
mau 16i nhan. Bing nhw dy cam khong lanh ctia ga, ngudi giri 1a Yoshida.
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Chao Koji,

Té dén cho cau lam thém nhung ho bdo cdu nghi, tuéng cdu & nha nén
t6 ghé qua nhung cdu ciing khong cé nha nén té di vé luon. Cdu cho moén
bach tudc nwéng vao 10 vi séng quay lai r6i hang dn nhé.

Yosshida.

Chit viét trén mau gidy d6 nguéch ngoac nhw chii tré con. Ga van dang
ditng & hanh lang, chiéc tii dang cam trén tay van con am am, vay ma
chang hiéu sao lai thdy rung minh. Bat gidc, ga dwa mat nhin quanh.

“That hay dua thé nay, chit méi cha nghia.”

Ga c06 cat lén thanh tiéng cho bét hoang mang, song n6é khong mang lai
hiéu qua gi.

Buwéc vao phong, ga virt ludn suat Takoyaki véi cdi tdi ni 16ng vao thung
rdc, mé& ctra so ra roi lai dong ctra so vao.

Bén than ga cling thdy minh phan &ng thai qua ma khong sao ngan dwoc
toan than noi da ga.

Koji nam vat ra giwvong, bat chan chi¥ ngti. Ga c6 linh cdm cudc doi ga
bat dau chéch khoi dudng ray toan tinh. Ga chac mam phdi lam diéu gi dé
ngay, nguy hiém da can ké. Chi c6 diéu, ga khong biét phai lam gi va lam
nhu thé nao.
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CHUONG 18

Viéc lau chui cua kinh trong cai nha nay von di la cong viéc cta Toru
tir hoi con nhé. Moi ky nghi hé hay dip cudi nam, cau lai bi sai lam va
dwong nhién cau khong cé su lwa chon nao khac. Lén cidp Ba thi Toru tuw
giac lam ma khong can phai ai phdi nhac nhé vi nhin thay ban la c6 cam
giac ca nha btra bon. Quen ro6i thi moi chuyén dé nhu tré ban tay. C6 mot
diéu Toru khong hiéu, do6 1a khong biét bao nam r6i, me ciu luén dé y cham
chut, gitr gin cho nhitng 6 ctra s6 sach bong nhu thé nay.

Mot chiéu mua he, Toru ngam nhin thap Tokyo qua khung ctta ma cau
vira lau chui sach sé. Trong phong van néng ndc mui nuwéc tdy hvong chanh
du chwa bao gio cau thay n6 giéng mui chanh.

Keé ttr khi bat dau quen Shifumi, moi thit trong mat Toru déu tré nén méi
mé. Chuyén hen ho véi mot nguwdi phu nit ludng tudi va xinh dep, chuyén
Shifumi léng ngong trén tau dién vi it di, viéc theo c6 gap gd ban be, cho
dén ca do an thirc uéng, am nhac ma hai ngwoi cung thwéng thuwdc, tham
chi ngay ca cai khong gian song ky quac - gitta phong khach dat chinh inh
mot bitc twong Quan Am - ctia vg chdng co, tat thay déu méi mé dén ngd
ngang, cau luén mé to mat déon nhan ching bang tirng hoi thé.

Bat giac cau nhéi dau trong 16ng nguc. Trong mat nhitng ké xung quanh
Shifumi, han minh chi la mét cau nhéc. Gid chac ciing khong cé gi thay
doi, va thue su la moi thit dang nam ngoai tam kiém soat ctia minh.

“Thé cau chuyén dén song cung nhé?”

Shifumi néi thé cling chang cé gi kho hiéu. Cau da tirtng mudn chiém
doat va tin 1a c6 thé chiém doat Shifumi. Ngu ngoéc dén may thi cling c6
gidi han.

Gio thi Toru dang thay phan chan la thwong. Lon Cocktail Hour da hét,
cau ma ta lanh 1ay bia ng6i uéng mot minh trong lic ngam nhin bau troi da
nhuém mau rang chiéu nhan nhat. ft nhat minh cfing khéng tré con dén mic
khong uéng dugc rugu.

V6i Toru, ngoai Shifumi, cau chang hé dodi hoai dén diéu gi khac. Véi
cau, Shifumi la tat ca.

https://thuviensach.vn



Néu ding thé thi han khong c6 cach nao xoay x& dugc.

Uobng can lon bia, cau kéo rém roi bat dién 1én. Chi c6 mot diéu minh
dam chac. Mat lang tranh khéi chiéc dién thoai mai van chwa chiu do
chuodng, Toru nghi vay nhv ty dong vién minh. Chi can mot diéu chac chan
nhw thé 1a di. Quan trong la Shifumi hiéu diéu d6. Ban than cau hoan toan
tw tin, rang trong mat nhitng ké khac, c6 thé cau chi la mét ga tré ngudi non
da, nhung nhat dinh khong bao gio Shifumi nhin cau nhw vay, ddy méi la
diéu quan trong nhat.

Hdn khéng ai hiéu dugc diéu do, ngoai Shifumi va minh.

Toru nhe 1ong han khi hoi twéng lai nét ban khoan thi thodng van xuat
hién trén gwong mat xinh dep quy phai ay, dan xen la nhwng khoanh khac
ngap ngirng dung 10i no6i co che day su sao dong tit tan trong tim.

Thé 1a t5t 16i, cAu nghi. It nhét 1a t6t dep cho dén thdi diém nay.

Dén cho lam thém trudc ba tiéng, Koji chui vao trong phong hanh chinh
viét xong mot bai bdo cdo. Noi dung trich dan ti vai quyén sach, nhung ga
khéo 1éo xao nau dé khong ai biét la chép tir dau. Pat diém wu thi kho, song
dam chac la khong bi danh truot.

Chiéc diéu hoa kéu am 7 ma chang c6 ti gié mat nao, hoi néng ham hap
len vao qua khe ctra s6 dang hé mé. Khap phong btra bai nhitng tap chi
truyén tranh dang doc dd&, r6i la tii banh tii keo, xen lan la may con thua
nhoi bong loai bay & cac trung tdam choi game ma ai d6 choi thang mang
V€, ngoai ra con mot doi giay chay bo phai dén hang tram nam chwa dugc
gidt, n6 hoi ham dén do chang ai ddm cam Ién nhét cho vao hdc ta. Nhan
vién hau hét déu lam thém, c6 ghé qua ciing chi trong choc lat, nén ban thé
nay chi¢ ban nita cling thay ké.

Koji can than cat bao cdo vao trong tdi kep ho so roi rit thuéc cham Iiva.
Hom nay Yoshida ma dén thi... , gd nghi. Hom nay c6 ta ma dén, minh sé
budc co ta phai khai ra hét. Roi theo do, dit khoat cdm ctra co ta ludn.

Chiéc tti ni 16ng mau trang dyng mon Takoyaki van nam yén trong
thung rac lic Koji rdi khoi nha. Duong nhw n6 dang ngwdc mat nhin ga day
phan uat vi bi hat hti. N6 dinh kém 16i nhdn cua Yoshida.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuyén buc minh khong chi c6 vay. Ban sang, me ga danh thic luc ga
van dang mo mang, r6i phan nan trang giang dai hai vé vg chong anh trai
gd. Ba bitc b6i va chang hiéu sao hai ngudi do lai com chang lanh canh
chang ngot, nhung nhat dinh khong dia nao chiu néi vi sao ma huc hac
nhau.

“Lam um lén nhuv thé nay, c6 chia tay hay gi thi néi ludn di cho nhanh.
Lam bao nguwdi phai lao tam kho t¢.”

Viéc ba can nhan ciing c6 ly doi ba phan, song néi vdi Koji thi chi khién
gd théem buwc minh.

“Mac xac ho, hoi dau ma lo.” Ga ham huc.

Takashi tir xwra da vung veé trong cu xt. CO vo chong huc hac nhau thi tw
ma giai quyét chit ai lai 16i cd me vao, chang ra cai thé thong gi.

“Pau c6 don gian thé dugc. Phia gia dinh nha Saki ciing lo lang goi dién
dén day hoi han r6i day. Khong dita nao chiu hé rang nita 1oi thi me biét an
noi vGi nguoi ta ra lam sao?”

On troi, ga chi phai tiép chuyén trong c6 muoi lam phit. Sau cung, ba
chot lai: “Théi thi hét mwa troi lai hitng, ma may la lic c6 chuyén thi lai
sap dén sinh nhat Saki, me dinh nhan dip do, t6 chitc tiéc ¢ nha. Ban thi
ban, con thu xép thoi gian vé cho vui.”

T xwa hai anh em cling chang than thiét dén thé, thanh ra viéc phai vé
duy bita tiéc tré thanh mét cue hinh doi véi Koji.

Ga dap thudc, ditng day. Ra tredc guong sita toc tai. Gio lam da diém.

Koji hoan toan chwa biét dém nay sé la mot dém toi té doi véi ga nhw thé
nao.

Yoshida xuat hién tam chin gi¢ t6i, lic hau nhw khong con ban trong.
Liac ay ga dang ti€p chuyén nguwdi khac. Nguwoi khac & day chinh la
Kazumi, nit sinh cap Ba, vi khach ga c6 cam tinh dac biét. Ky nghi hé &
Hawai md&i day da bién lan da c6 thanh mot mau ndu ggi cdm. Co luén dén
cung mot ngwoi dan 6ng do tudi trung nién, nhwng thi thoang van ra ngoi
uéng tra O Long mdt minh tai quiy bar. Yoshida xuat hién vao ding thoi
diém ay.

“Xin chao! Cau la ban gai cua Koji?”
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Mac du khong c6 ai ng6i tai quay bar ngoai Kazumi, song Yoshida van
c6 tinh chon chiéc ghé ngay bén canh r6i quay sang héi khong chit dan do.

That vé van. Ga chwa kip néi thi Kazumi da lac dau lanh lung pha nhan:
“Nham nguoi r6i.”

May lon t6c nhuém mau xanh luc dung dwa tréc mat.

“Xin 16i,” Koji n6i roi quay sang ltr mat véi Yoshida, ra hiéu biét diéu thi
xin 10i di, thé ma Yoshida lam bg than nhién nhw khong.

“Pay la khach hang, an néi cho can than.” Chang con cach nao khéc,
Koji danh phéi danh tiéng.

“Khong sao, khéi can.”

Kazumi cam nhan dwgc bau khong khi nhuém mau giong to — ciing la 1é
duwong nhién - lién cam céc tra O long tré lai phia ban ngwdi dan 6ng trung
nién dang choi.

Khéng con ai bén canh nita, dé cling l1a Iic Koji khéng con ty kim ché
noi ban than minh.

“Quy tha ma bat, c6 n6i nang kiéu gi vay?” Ga dién tiét. “Co bién di cho
khat mat t6i. C6 gay phién phttc cho t6i thé 1a qua dua r6i.”

Yoshida im ldng khong néi nang gi. Thoang chit boi r6i nhwng van co to
ra thach thitc, khong ngoa khi néi rang anh mat dy khéu ggi va day bi an.

“Tém lai 1a c6 dang suy tinh diéu gi?”

Khoéng 1o vi gd xudng giong hay béi doi phuwong c lang thinh ma cau
ndi ay nghe nhuv tiéng thé than.

“T@ xin 10i.” Yoshida mién cuGng dap.

“T6i coc can cb xin 16i.”

Ngay hom nay la ngay ga khéng dinh cho qua bat c diéu gi.

“Cho t6 mot ly coca chanh!”

Yoshida khong durng lai, co noi, khong quén ném cho ga mot nu cuoi.

“Queén di. Co6 biéng di cho khuat mat t6i va dirng bao gid quay lai nita.”

Yoshida im ldang. Im lang song khéng c6 dong thai nao chitng to6 sé ra ve.
CoO biét c6 mot Kazumi dang lo lang ditng nhin tir bén canh ban bi-a & khu
vuc trung tam.
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“Co6 muon ndi gi vai toi thi noéi ngay di? Toi biét co c6 diéu mudn noi.
CO ctt 6m cuc han tir ngay xwa thi cé ich gi. Co muon tbi xin 16i, toi sé xin
16i. Tham chi c6 mu6n t6i phai quy xuéng duwdi chan co, toi cling sé quy.
Nhung d6 1a nhitng chuyén da qua. ft nhat, déi v&i toi 1a nhw vay.”

Mot thoang lang yeén.

“Té chang han gi cau cd.” Yoshida dap, giong ngang budng. “Tinh yéu la
tw do, dang khong nao. Tai sao t6 lai phai han cau co chir.”

“Vay thi sao nao? Y c6 mudn gi?”

“T@ noi ra c6 dugc khong? TG néi ra thi cau sé lam cho t6 dugc thoa
nguyén chir?”

Yoshida lai nhoén miéng cuoi.

“Noi di.” Toat mo héi hot song Koji cling danh giuc c6 ta néi cho nhanh.
Ga muon biét can phai biét Yoshida muon gi.

“Cau ngu vaGi t¢ mot 1an. Chi mot 1an thoi. Ro6i té sé khong bam theo cau
nita. Té hira. Cau yén tam, t¢ khong bénh tat gi ca.”

Noi lien mot hoi r6i Yoshida khap khéi nhin ga, c¢ nhu thé wdc mudn
cta co sé dugc dap ng ngay lap tu.

“Toi khong dua.”

Ga ngan dén tan c6. Ba chuan bi tinh than xuéng nwdc dén mic c6 thé
quy goi trwdc co ta, ay thé ma dot nhién lai hoa thanh cai chuyén 16 bich
nay.

“C0 cling lam tro day nhi.”

Koji néi nhw hat nwéc do di, roi ga kiém ¢ roi khoi quay bar, mang may
cai gat tan md&i di thay khap mot lwgt. Nhan tién thu coc chén, xép may
chiéc gay khach vitt chong cho vao noi quy dinh. Tham tam ga chi mong
sao Yoshida bo vé. Than kinh ¢6 ta ma binh thwong thi lam sao chiu néi,
dang 1& phai bo vé tir nay gio roi ay ch.

Chang may choc ma cong viéc don dep ctia ga da hoan tit. Trén nguc
mot s6 nhan vién cé gan bién véi dong chit. “Quy khach nao can huéng
dan, xin vui long lién hé véi ching t6i bat ¢t lic nao” va ga cling deo nhw
moi ngwoi. Song thyc tinh da la khach thi chang may ai “vui long” goi nhan
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vién ra huwéng dan ca. Ga ngoanh lai phia quay bar, Yoshida van ngoi dé
mot minh.

Va thé réi ding lic d6, Koji giat ban minh v6i nhitng gi vira lot vao
trong tam mat. Toan than ga déng ciing lai, khong tai nao cwa quay noi.

Dbiéu dau tién ga nhan ra la sy hién dién cua Yuri. C6 dang nhin g3, vay
tay cuoi hon hd. Bén canh dé la Hashimoto, vé mat ngo ngac. Co gai ding
canh han thi ga chua tirng gap, nhung chac la ban gai. Koji khé cti dau
chao.

Ba nguoi d6 han vira méi dén nén van dang ditng tim tum canh 16i vao
ngay sat quay bar. Ga hanh dong ngay, trudc ca khi 1y tri mach bao phai
lam gi. Sai chan buwéc voi vé phia quay tiép tan danh mady, in phiéu bao gio
ra vao, coi nhw Yoshida khong hé c6 mat.

“Ngac nhién chwa?”

“Xin chao.”

Ba nguoi thay nhau lén tiéng, song chang c6 10i nao lot noi tai ga mot
cach tron ven. Cam phiéu trong tay, Koji dinh bung dwa ba ngwoi téi ban
bi-a con trong.

“Cau sao thé?” Yuri cat tiéng nghi ngd. “Ngb6i ¢ quay bar nhw moi khi
cling dugc ma, quan lai dang dong khach nira.”

“U, ding roi ddy, & day ciing dugc r6i.” Hashimoto dugc thé dé thém
khién ga cang 1on rudt.

“Chang may khi ba nguoi dén day, ci choi di da, roi sau t¢ dén chi cho.”

Koji chdng ché, song chi khién cho vé mat Yuri cang thém nghi ngo.

bung lic day thi Yoshida ditng day, cam phiéu bao gio dwa cho Koji.

“Cam on cau.”

“Cam on.”

Koji toat mo hoi hot trong Iic 1am tha tuc thanh todn tredc mat ba nguoi.
Ga khong ddm ngang mdt nhin Yoshida.

“Vi cau, td sé vé, cau no td 1-0 day nhé.”

Koji khong tin n6i vao tai minh. Ga da phai mat hon muwoi phit dé giai
tda moi nghi ngd ctia Yuri chi vi cau n6i cudi cung do.
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“Ai vay?” Buong nhién Yuri chat van ngay sau khi Yoshida roi khéi ctra.
“Aivay? Ha? Ai...?”

Ngoai troi, mwa van khéng ngirng roi.

Koji dang nam ngta trén san nha, con Hashimoto dang giang hai chan
ngoi dya lvng vao twong.

“Pang nao thi moi chuyén cling da xdy ra roi. Cau bdo cai c6 gi hon tuoi
ay khong bao gio dén, con t& co biét 1a cau dang xich mich dau.”

Co cai gi dé ma xich mich dau, Koji cau nhau.

“Thoi bo di.”

“Tai cau c ni néo doi gap ban t¢ day thoi.”

“Té bao la thoi r6i co ma.”

Koji bat day, rut thuéc cham lira.

DBém hoém truwdc, sau khi Yoshida ra vé, ga chang cé duwong nao tranh né,
danh tém tat moi chuyén, phan tran véi Yuri, va véi ca Hashimoto va ban
gai han ta nita. Ga c6 gang thanh that hét mic c6 thé. Rang c6 ta trong budi
hop 16p 1au ngay méi té chirc, roi sau dé co ta ¢ bam riét nén chwa biét xw
tri ra lam sao chit da bao gio va cting khong bao gio c6 chuyén ga sé cdp ke
vOi c0 ta ca.

Ga khéo 1éo lwge di chi tiét viéc budi sang hom sau, gd mé& mat ra thi
thay Yoshida bén canh, va lwgc bé han vé Atsuko.

“H.” Nghe chuyén, Yuri van bat binh, khong bang long v&i nhitng gi ga
noi.

“Chi c6 thé?” Yuri héi ma nhw khong hoi.

“Co 1€ c6 ta khong binh thwong.” Hashimoto d& 161, dwdng nhuw han cam
thay doi phan trach nhiém.

“P0i pho vdi co ta thé cling mét nhi.”

Ban gai Hashimoto ciing dé thém, song n6i chung chang dem lai 1gi ich

B

gl.

“Néu chi cé thé thi Koji viéc gi phdi sg, cau cit coi nht binh thuwong,
dang hoang gidi thiéu té la ban gai, thé cé phai hon khéng?” Yuri chi chiét,
chang buon dong dén ly cocktail dac biét von la thit khoai khau cua co.
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“Biét c6 ta nguy hiém dén thé nao, nhd dau lai quay ra thu han véi Yuri
thi sao.”

“Pung! Bung!” Chi c6 Hashimoto va ban gai han gat dau lia lia. Vé bat
lye hién hién 1o trén guwong mat Hashimoto.

“T@ chap hét!” Yuri dap ranh rot. “T¢ chang ngan nhitng loai ddy, t& san
sang mat doi mat lam cho ra nhé.”

“Pan ba, diung la mét 1ii am wong.”

Twr trong day mat Hashimoto hat ra mot tia nhin lanh 1€o khi ga thot 1én
diéu do.

Ngoai troi, mwa van roi

Shifumi dang hao hitng chia phan m6n mang tay xao long dé tritng ga.

“Nay, cau noéi chuyén gi di. Bao gio thi bat dau hoc?”

Trén canh cra mo huwong ra khom cay ben ngoai la nhitng dvwong van
mau den tao phong cach hoai c6. Mén pho mat nwéng day mui thom phiic.

“Ngay kia la lai bat dau.”

Toru dap. Ngoi bén canh ma ciu nhu bi hit hon vao khuén mat Shifumi,
phic hau va quy phai, cho du hém nay c6 chi van 4o thun vGi quan jean.
Ngum vang trang mat lanh vira tréi vao miéng dang dong cing lai.

Toru dam chim trong hanh phiic. Chi can thé nay la vién man lam roi.

“To6i dang doc truyén cua Endo Shusaku.”

Toru noéi vé cudn Tram mdc, roi dén Bach Nhdn, con Shifumi vira an vira
lang nghe, thi thoang lai gat dau phu hoa.

“Tuyét voi. Van phong trau chu6t dén tirng cau chit. Gio dang nghién
cudn Samurai.”

Hai ngudi chia nhau mén mi Y x6t ca chua don gian, liic mén thit chinh
ra thi chi con minh Toru du sitc ganh vac.

Quang thoi gian bén Shifumi la nhitng khoanh khac ém dém va ngot lim
nhuw mat ong.

Shifumi ké chuyén hom trueéc c¢d6 di xem v& kich ctia Carriére cung
vGOi dam nhan vién nt.
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Thi thodng Toru lai nhdp mot ngum tra den, con Shifumi thuwéng thire ly
ca phé Espresso.

“T6i hoan toan chap nhan diéu kién ching ta sé song cung nhau du c6
thé khong ton tai bén nhau.”

Toru noéi, quyét doan va ranh rot bang nhitng ngoén tir ham chita s man
nguyen.

Shifumi khé nhiu may.

“Chi da bao gio dat diéu kién gi dau.”

“A thi ¢ néi thé.”

Toru mim cwdi. Vi minh, né chang khac gi mot diéu kién. Mot 1a chap
nhan, hai la danh mat Shifumi, minh budc phai dwa ra lwa chon.

“Co6 mot cach, hay lam.”

“Cach hay gi?”

Shifumi héi. Thay c6 mot tay dang nang ly Espresso 1én miéng, mot tay
dinh cam ldy bao thudc 14, Toru bén nhanh tay rat ra mot diéu dwa cho
Shifumi va noi:

“Shifumi tuyén t6i lam & ctra hang.”

Shifumi sttng nguwdi nhin Toru khong chép mat, dwong nhuv quén han
trén tay minh dang cam thi gi.
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CHUONG 19

Ngay Cha nhét, Koji choi tennis v6i Yuri tir sang, dén truwa thi ghé
Kichijoji an trua, sau d6 ga thap tung dén khu Tower Record vi Yuri bado c6
thich may dia CD & do.

Nhin bé ngoai, c6 thé néi ho van la mot cap dep doi dang tiu tit bén
nhau, song thyc t€ tam trang Yuri rat té. Chwa noéi thanh 16i nhung 1y do la
Yoshida. Yuri bwc boi v6i Yoshida mot phan thi dién tiét véi Koji muoi
phan béi ¢ ngay tredc mat c6 ma ga to ra bat lwc vdi cai thai do day khiéu
khich cta Yoshida.

“Sao cau khong néi cho té biét chii?”

Yuri néi ldc hai ngwdi dang &n mén Dry Carry & mot quan dn do Au
khong gian ngap tran anh nang.

“Viéc cau gap cai con dd hoi day & cudc hop 16p roi bi né nhang nhang
bam theo, cau néi hét vai té thi dau dén néi moi chuyén xay ra nhu vay.”

“T¢ xin 16i.” Ga da xudng nwdc dén hon chuc lan nhung lan nay van
phai n6i. Du c6 néi ciing khéng cttu van néi diéu gi.

Ga quyét dinh dan Yuri vé nha duy tiéc vGi gia dinh. Bira tiéc chu yéu
danh cho vg chong anh trai ga, hai ké vira méi com lanh canh ngot sau
cudc cdi va long troi 16 dat. Truwde day, Yuri luon hao hitng tham dy moi khi
nha ga c6 viéc. Ga moi luc sang nhung Yuri né tranh.

“Chang biét t& c6 con céi vinh hanh day nita khong?”

Yuri dap, mat khong biéu 16 cam xtc gi. Tham tdm gd mudn Yuri lam
quen v&i moi ngwdi, mudn cd hiéu rang, c6 méi la nguwdi quan trong nhat
trong cudc doi ga. Ga hoan toan nghiém tic nhung khong biét lam sao dé
chiém dwgc long tin cia c6. Tat ca nhitng gi ga can la dwgc mot ngwoi tin
twong, va yén lang ding ben cudc doi.

Mon com rang ca ri c6 vi nhu keo ngot.

“Yuri nay!” Ga lén tiéng, c6 lan tim &nh mat Yuri. “Cau hay tin t@, co ta
chang c6 y nghia gi vdi té cd.”

Khong dap lai, Yuri nhin ga khong chép mat. Hai ma bau binh, cdp mat
hai mi v&i 4nh nhin day quyét doan. C6 mac 4o so mi c6 tron v4i quan jean,
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chiéc tdi nhé van quang qua nguai.

“Vi cau, t6é sé vé!” Yoshida da néi vay. Ga khong tai nao hiéu néi tai sao
c6 ta phéi néi nang theo cai kiéu d6. Moi viéc dang thuan buém xudi gio,
ga khong thé twdng twong ndi rang sé cé ldac bi Yuri nghi ngd mét cach vo
can c - cho du vét thwong long mang tén Atsuko c6 la sy that.

“Té sé gidi quyét moi chuyén vai co ta. Yuri, t& sé khong dé cau phai
buon nita.”

Yuri khe khé gat dau. Trén m6i ¢6 nd mdt nu cwdi nhw nang mua thu. Va
gd cam thay minh vira dugc citu roi.

Khéng con biét trong cdy vao ai, me Toru hét théd ngan lai than giai
khuyén can cdu nén mot vira hai phai, ché bién minh thanh tro cuwdi cho
thién ha.

Cau khong buon giai thich cho ba hiéu rd vé moéi quan hé cta cau vdi
Shifumi. C6 néi cling khong doi nao ba chap nhan.

“Du gi con cling quyét r6i, con chi mudn thong bao cho me biét vay
th6i.”

Shifumi rat doi ngac nhién khi cau néi muén dwgc nhan vao lam viéc tai
ctra hang. Vé mat c6 da ndi 1én tat cd, ro rang co chwa tirng nghi téi phwong
an do.

“Néu duogc thi lic nao cling cé thé & bén nhau, tham chi di nwéc ngoai
cong tac cling chang khi nao phai xa cach.”

Toru cham rai trinh bay titng y twéng mot, sao cho Shifumi cé thé hinh
dung ra tat ca.

“Va thé la chung ta khong t6n tgi bén nhau ma ching ta van c6
thé s6ng bén nhau.”

Cau va Shifumi vira ding xong bita t6i tai quan dn Y wa thich cta c6 &
Aoyama. Nhitng 6 ctta s6 16n mé@ toang. Con mua cudi ha 1ang tham xoa
diu tirng con pho.

Cau da noéi xong ma Shifumi van chwa dap lai 16i nao. Gid cao diém,
nhan vién phuc vu héi ha chay qua chay lai.

“Liéu chung minh c6 dvgc nhv vay khong nhi...”
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MGt ldc sau, Shifumi cat tiéng. Khong phai 1a cau hoi, n6 nghe nhuw mot
10i tw sw. Co nhin sau vao trong ddy mat Toru. Diéu thuéc chwa cham Itra
van con nguyeén trén tay.

“T4at nhién la duoc roi.”

Toru mim cwoi dap.

“That chi?”

Shifumi hoi lai.

“That.”

Toru trd 10i, nhw hong xd6a tan noi bat an dang ddy lén trong long
Shifumi.

MGt tiéng sau d6 la quang thoi gian hanh phic ngot ngao kho tin. Ca hai
tam dau hgp y 1én ké hoach cung nhau di dén tan chan trdi géc bé.

Phan &ng cua Shifumi tuyét voi hon nhitng gi Toru ky vong.

“Y twéng tuyét voi.”

Shifumi nhac di nhac lai. Va, xen lan d6 la moi e ngai rang diéu do liéu
c6 trd thanh hién thwe. Moi lan nhw thé, Toru lai phai tran an rang tat nhién
la dugc.

“Liéu chung minh c6 dvgc nhv vay khong nhi?”

“Tat nhién la duvgc.”

“U chic chin chiing ta s& 1am duwoc, khong co gi 1a khong thé.”

Co0 nhac ly ca phé Espresso, dat sang mot bén vGi vé mat nhu thé khong
hiéu tai sao cai vat thé nay lai chan tredc mat.

“Y twéng khong thé tuyét voi hon!”

Shifumi nhin cdu, mim cwoi thot 1én. Nu cwdi ay duwong nhw chat chira
mot noi buodn, va diéu d6 khong qua néi mat Toru. Nhung dau sao, dé van
la mot nu cwoi.

“Vay la t gio cho dén mai sau, minh c6 thé & bén nhau ro6i, it nhat la vi
cong viec.”

Vdy la tir gio' cho dén mai sau, it nhat la vi cong viéc.

Troi van mua ra rich khi hai ngwdi ra vé. Nhw moi khi, Toru bi tong vao
taxi v&i td mot van yén, chi c6 diéu, lan nay cau hoan toan man nguyén. Tt
khi gap Shifumi, lan dau tién Toru dinh hinh dwgc hai chi¥ Twong lai.
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“Nhung ma, me cau sé noi sao nhi?”

Shifumi bu6t miéng ltic chia tay. Trwéc do, it nhiéu cau cling e ngai, song
mot gid dong ho chap chéi trén ngon séng tinh da gat phang moi rao can.

“Lo gi cht?” Toru duvong hoang hoi lai.

Shifumi dang chong hai tay 1én ndc ctta taxi nhin vao trong, co6 khé lac
dau.

“Khong, chi chi hoi vay théi.”

Do la mot khodnh khac v6 cung dac biét. N6 khién sy dong long cua hai
ké dong 10a bung n6. Mot khoanh khac ctia tinh yéu, ctia niém tin va cua sy
dong cam, ngot lim dén mé long.

Canh ctta dong sap lai, chiéc taxi lao di. Toru thd minh trén ghé, nham
mat lai, hit mot hoi that squ. Chang c6 noi nao tuyét voi hon thé gidi nay.

“Gitr 1dy cai dau lanh.” Me Toru chi néi nhe nhang, da dé cau hiéu rang
ba dang gian dit dén mitc nao. “Con lam me chang con néi dugc gi nita.”

Me Toru dang khoac chiéc 4o choang bén ngoai bd pyjama. Khéng nudt
noi bita sang, ba lién dirtng day mang dia di rtra, trit hét nhitng mau banh
ran van con day pho mat twoi vao trong may phan hiy rac. Tiéng may méc
chwéng tai vang 1én tit phong bép.

“Me nghi con ciing da 16n r6i.” Van quay lung lai phia Toru, ba khé noi.
“Neén me chua bao gio xen vao chuyén quan hé giao du cta con. Nhung
cong viéc la cong viéc, khong lan 16n dwgc. Thé ma con xem, con da néi gi
chi?”

Toru cam thdy né giong mot 10i than phién hon la mot hoi am do6i véi
viéc cau théng bao quyét dinh lam viéc & ctta hang ctia Shifumi. Chi don
gian la mé6t 10i than phién.

“DP6 1a chuyén riéng cua con.” Phdi cdu lam cdu mdi 1én giong nhu thé.
“Nguoi lam cho moi chuyén tré nén phitc tap la me chit chang ai vao day.
Con khéng mudn néi vé cac mo6i quan hé cua con, con chi bao véi me la da
quyét dinh cho lam, thé thoi.”

Cau néi day ich ky ctia Toru khién me ciu phat cau. Ba quay lai, nhiu
may kiém ché con gian dit. Gwong mat mdc gio tréd nén nhgt nhat hon bao
gio hét.
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“Tuy con, c& suy nghi cho thau dao.”

Me cdu c6 théi quen dung thit nwdc hoa rat manh moi khi di ngua, thanh
ra sang nao mui cling nong nac. Cai mui dy nhw do thém dau vao ltra, thoi
bung lén con gian dit ctia Toru sang nay.

“Va nita, néu con c khang khang mu6n lam viéc & dé, thi dirng bao gio
quay lai cai nha nay nita.”

Me cdu da lanh ling thot 1én nhw vay.

Ngoi xuong ghé da san truong, Koji ddo mat nhin dam sinh vién qua lai.
Truong kha 16n nén néi chung ga chang biét ai vao ai. Dugi bau trgi trong
vat khong ggn may vao mot ngay mat mé, dam sinh vién dita nao ditra nay
c6 vé hon nhién va v6 tit thai qua. Chiéu nay c6 hdi thdo chuyén dé. Sau do
la gio hen véi Kimiko, hoi thao két thic ciing 1a Iic 16p hoc ndu an caa
Kimiko vtra xong.

Gan day ga chi thdy khoang thoi gian bén canh Kimiko la thue su thoai
mai. Co nhién, khong phai ¢ Kimiko khong c6 khuyét diém nao. Dé bi ton
thirong, hon nita, ga chi c6 thé gap lic ¢6 ranh roi sau gio hoc nit cong gia
chanh. Viéc co tang dién thoai hay dwa tién cling khién ga dién dau. Toan
qua khich nhitng lic khong dau. Lan gan day nhét, Kimiko tdng ga mot
chiéc khan mui xoa.

“Khan mui xoa thi duwoc chi?”

Co ta da cham choc nhu vay. Chiéc khan tay mau xanh da trdi nhan hiéu
Ralph Lauren.

Duong nhuv Kimiko hiéu rang viéc ga c6 nguoi yéu la chuyén duwong
nhién. Va c6 1, c6 ciling hiéu rang, doi v4i ca hai, moi quan hé nay chang la
do Ira gan rom ma th6i. Ga thdy long minh thanh thadn, chang mat cong
quanh co doi trd vé cai sy that hién nhién ay.

Thang Chin.

Koji rat dugc long gidng vién phu trach bu6i hoi thdo. Gia nhw cudc doi
nay chi goi tron trong mai treong dai hoc thi chang cé diéu gi kho khan.

Ga dirng day, ngam nghia giang dwong mang kién tric mot gido duong
phuwong Tay - phong cach Roman ghi dau an lich st tir thé ky XVII - niém
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tw hao ctia hiéu trwdng. Ga tho tay vao trong tii sau quan jean, kiém tra
xem c6 con to gidy da nhét vao hai, ba hom trwdc. Td danh sach dia chi ciua
tat ca moi ngwoi duwgc phat hom hop 16p. Sau hom 4y, Yoshida khong xuat
hién. Thay vao do, c6 ta goi dién thang dén nha va dé€ lai 16i nhan.

“Chuyén hom trwdc té noi, cau quyét dinh di, khi nao duwgc thi lién lac
vdi t¢ nhé. Chi mot lan thoi. Cau hay coi t¢ la ban gai va ra t¢ di nhw binh
thuwong nhé. Thé nhé, té cho tin cdu.”

Am thanh ghi trong hop thw thoai nghe nhw 16i thi thim khéng tron vanh
10 tiéng.

Thé nhé, t& cho tin cau. Cau noéi cudi cung nhu co tinh giéu cgt ga van
vang vang bén tai. Cho dén tan bay gio.

Chiéu muon.

Kimiko hém nay van chay hét minh trong phong Koji. Bén mitc c6 phai
thd nhan rang, cho dén tan bay gio co thé mdi biét thé nao 1a khoai cam.

Sau gio chiéu. Troi da nha nhem t6i.

“Chét mat th6i!” Ga rén ri trong lic ngam Kimiko dang khéa than ngoi
trén givong udng tra. “Dén chét vi céi thic tinh duc manh liét va thuan
khiét.”

“Cau so vdi cdi thir do cua ai?” Nheo mat nhin ga, Kimiko bat cuoi.

Trén co tay gay gio xwong, Kimiko van deo chiéc lac vang ga tang tir hoi
nao.

“Luc nao cting deo n6 ha?”

“Céai nay 4?” Nghe ga héi, Kimiko ldc l4c ¢ tay. “U, ltc ndo ciing deo,
di tam ciling de, di ngt cling deo.”

Cau tra 10i trdi v6i nhitng gi ga twdng twong. Trwdc mat ga la mot
Kimiko that dé thwong, hanh phtic v6i mén qua cua ga.

“Thang sau c6 budi tong két khéa hoc Khiéu vii, cadu dén nhé?”

Kimiko héi trong Iic khoac 1én ngwoi chiéc do choang mau vang chde,
mon qua me chong tang.

“Thang sau a, duwgc thoi, hom nao thé?”

Ga dap btra mdc du khong hao hitng gi cho 1am.
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“Pua day ha? Cau dén that 4?” Kimiko té vé bat ngd, ngudc mat budng
mot cau dua nhat nhw nwéc 6c: “Chac hom nay la ngay Kinh 1ao?”

Co6 nam mo ga cling khong nghi dén chuyén sé chia tay v&i Kimiko hai
ngay sau do. Dién bién thi khong c6 gi phitc tap, né xdy ra khi Kimiko dot
nhién dung dung ndi gian.

Ay 1a mot budi chiu dep troi, mat diu. Kimiko goi dién, bao dang & gan
ddy va muon gap ngay lap tirc. Ga khong hiéu c6 chuyén gi, giong Kimiko
nitc nd qua dién thoai. Ga dang nam canh Yuri.

“Xin 16i nhé, bay gio thi...” Ga dap.

“Lam on di ma.” Kimiko khong dirng lai, c6 nai ni cho bang dugc.

“Gio thi khong dugc.”

Ga vira cudi vira noi, du van biét nu cuoi ay khong khéi guong gao.
Trong bung, ga dang toat mo hoi hot.

“Lam on di ma.”

Kimiko nghen ngao, cau xin mét lan nita. Ga lanh lung dap may luon.

“Ai goi day?” Yuri héi, c6 da an nit tam dirng b phim cia Meg Ryan twr
nay.

“Ngudi ¢ cho lam thém. Bao c6 viéc gap xin nghi, hoi c6 lam thay dugc
khong.” Ga dap, co giai thich nhw khong cé gi dat biét cd, song rd rang Yuri
da nghi ngo.

CoO ta néi ¢ rat gan, ga twdng chirng tiéng go cira sé vang 1én dén noi.
DPadi nao co ta bé vé ngay.

“Pi choi dau do di.”

Ga biét cau noi ay chi tang thém sy nghi ngo cia Yuri, nhwng ba muoi
sau chuwdc, chudn 1a hon cd. Ga ty thay minh luéng cuoéng dén do 16 bich.

“Phim chan chét, troi dep thé nay, khong di choi thi phi.”

“T¢ khong thich,” li€c mat nhin ga, Yuri dap cut lun. “T¢ chang di dau
cd.”

Ly tri khong con tinh tdo nita, ga cudng cuong x6c nach Yuri chyc nang
co day.

“Xin cau day.”
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Yuri kién quyét nhat myc khéng ding day.

“Néu thich dén vay thi cau di m6t minh di, t¢ & nha cho.”

“Cho cai gi ma chg,” ga gao lén byc boi. Song Yuri chi ném cho gai mot
cai nhin khinh miét.

“Cho cau cht con cho ai vao day nira.”

Hong roi. Yuri quyét khong di chuyén du chi mot mi i mét.

“Co6 muon lam gi thi lam.”

Ga rit Ién. Chuyén gi dén thi cit dén di.

Tuy nhién, rét cudc Kimiko khong dén.

Bau khong khi twdng chirng nhw nghet thd. Xem hét bo phim réi Yuri
ding day ra vé. Ga phai di lam thém nén bdo dé cho di cung dwong mot
lic, song Yuri n6i mudn vé mot minh réi bo di ludn.

Sang hom sau, ga nhan dwgc cu dién thoai cia Kimiko. Pwong ai nay di!
T6i khong mu6n nhin mat cdu thém 1an nao nita.
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CHUONG 20

Ga da rap tam, gi thi gi, ga chi phu nguoi chit khong dé ngudoi phu ga.
Thé nhuwng, phu nguwdi héa ra chang mang lai cam giac gi khac ngoai dau
thwong. Ga nam vat dudi san nha, ngadn ngam vGi cai mui dac trung cua
khu trung cu x6c¢ xao tir 6 ctra s6 dang ma.

Cu dién thoai dau tién, giong Kimiko nghen ngao. Chuyén gi da xay ra?

T6i khong mu6n nhin mat cdu thém lan nao nita.

Cu dién thoai lan th hai thi nhw vay. Khong khoc nita, Kimiko trg vé
ding vé6i ban chat ctia minh, pha dau ngay, rang diéu gi da khién ga hen ha
thé, c¥ im lang ma khong m& miéng néi dwgc niva 16i. Dén nwdc nay ma
cau van chi biét dén ban than minh.

bung thé, Koji nghi. Vi ding thé nén médi chang biét lam thé nao. Phai
nghi rang moi chuyén da dén that ding lic. Ga da quyét mot lic nao do sé
bé roi. Chi cé diéu, ga chwa da ranh rang dé thuc hién diéu d6. Vé ban chat,
gd mdGi la ngwoi bo roi chit khéng phai la ké bi bo roi.

Nguoi ta lo 1am day.

Koji nh¢ lai, Kimiko lo lang dén mitc xanh xao cd mat may chi vi ga
khong nghe dién thoai. M6t Kimiko hoang dai van thi tham roét vao tai ga
bao 10i dwong mat. Mot Kimiko cuwdi nac né trén givdng nhv mot dia tré
nho, d6i Iic van ty hao minh la nguwoi vg t6t. Mot Kimiko 6m moi han
trong long, quac mat nhin nhan di. Tat cd nhitng hinh dnh 4y cung ta vé
trong tam tri Koji.

Phai nghi rang moi chuyén da dén that dang lic. Ga ditng day, ra ngoai
kéo chiéc khan tam da phoi khé. Ngay phia duwdi 1a mot cau nhoc dang tap
di xe ba banh, ba me litng thitng xach gi6 do trong chirng bén canh.

Cau chi biét dén minh. Kimiko da néi vay. Tuy nhién, mot khi khong thé
chiu trach nhiém véi cudc doi cia Kimiko thi ga ciling chang thé nao lam
khac dugc.

Can phong bong dung tré nén chat hep va ng6t ngat, ga chi con lai mot
minh, gam nham nodi ¢6 don v6 bd bén. Chiéc gat tan ban thiu, ca chiéc

https://thuviensach.vn



khan tam van con hoi &m cta mat troi kia nita, tat thay déu chwdng tai gai
mat.

Ga nhdc dién thoai, goi cho Hashimoto, gd mu6n uéng véi thang ban
chét tiét 4y. Hashimoto bao c6 hen lic chiéu t6i, néu ngay bay gio thi dugc.
Gitta Idc ban ngay, dao dau ra cho nao c6 thé uéng rugu. Ga cyc chang da
phai hen sang budi chiéu, roi ngoi hat ho hét cdphan Hashimoto. Song diéu
d6 chang gitp ga twoi tinh 1én chit nao hodc chi it 1a say xin dé voi di noi
sau.

Va tr hém ay, Koji khong con kha nang kiém soat néi cudc doi minh
nta.

Gitta ban trva. Khu phé mang tén Daikanyama nguwdi chat nhuv ném,
song bau khong khi lai ém dém dén la. Toru dang ngoi gam sandwich &
quan ca phé ngoai trdi, ban ghé dugc bay ra ngay gitta mot quang treong
nho. Shifumi méi kiéu diém lam sao, Toru nghi. Kiéu diém hon bat ky ai
dang di ngang qua day. Ngay hom nay cling sé nhu nhitng ngay hanh phuc
rang ngoi vira qua. Theo 16i Shifumi néi, thi niém hanh phic ay c6 dugc la
nhd “Hai nguoi dugc séng bén nhau chi khong chi la dwgc gap nhau”.
Toru cam thdy minh da thu hoach dwgc khodng thdi gian hoan toan méi.
Khoang thoi gian mai, troi di theo mot cach hoan toan khac biét, nhw mach
nuwdc ngam soi suc chye phun trao. Chinh diéu dé da tiép thém sinh lyc cho
cau hang ngay. Trudc tién la phai kiém tién cho cudc séng tu 1ap ch cau
khong dinh gidi thich gi vGi me. Tang s6 gid day gia su, song chi thé thi
dwong nhién van khong da. Cau cling khong méat mii nao néi véi Shifumi,
du chi mot cau thoi 1a xong. B6 cau cé 1€ sé 1a noi bau viu cudi cung.

Dau sao, cau cling khong mudén no lyc hét siec dé tiét kiém tién cho tGi
lac do.

“Cau hoc khoa Phap van, thé cé néi dugc tiéng phap khong?”

Virta uéng nwdc Shifumi vira héi, cau thanh that rang khong biét.

Nheo mat tranh cai nang choéi trang. Va trong khodnh khac ay, cau quyét
dinh hoc cho bang duoc.

“Nhung roi sé biét.”
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Chuyén dé nhu bon. Mot khi chi thich, t6i sé ndi tiéng Phap troi chay
nhw ngwoi Phap cho chi xem.

Shifumi bat cwoi.

“Théi xin, chi ciing c6 biét dau. Oi chao, hom nay that dé chju.”

Ngang mat 1én nhin hang cdy bén canh, Shifumi thét 1én khoan khodi.
Lan mo6i phét mot 16p son hong.

Mot tiéng trwedc, cau gap Shifumi tai cira hang. N6 van yén tinh nhw moi
khi, van téa mot mui hwong dac treng. BPdm nhdn vién ni¥ Shifumi hay nhac
dén dang can man lam viéc.

“Cho mot chut nhé, chi xong viéc ngay thoi.”

Shifumi dang ditng trong quay, cam s6 sach dan do mot ni* nhan vién
diéu gi do. Khach da phan la phu ni luéng tudi, buwéc di 16p cop, ngo
nghiéng khac ctra hang.

“Nhin c6 giong thu vién khong.”

Shifumi buwéc ra khé noéi, sau khi két thic moi cong viéc. Nghe nhw mat
ngot bén tai.

“H6m nao dep trdi, ¢ day giong nhw thw vién hon 1a mot ctra hang.”

U, qua vay, Toru huéng 1ing.

“Hoi toi t6i, lanh lanh, va m6t mui hwong dac trung.”

Noi roi cd kéo Toru buwéc ra khoi civa hang.

“That day. Bén ngoai thi sang trung, hang cay bén duwong ri rao dung dua

»

trong gi6é. Vay ma...” nhin Toru cham chd, Shifumi néi tiép, “vay ma,
trong thw vién thi chi c6 sach va sach. Moéi quyén chita dung trong doé ca
mot thé gidi riéng. Thu vién chita dung v6 van nhitng thit khong thé c6 &
thé gidi bén ngoai.”

Shifumi cé phan tam dac thuc sy chit khong chi néi cho vui. B6 cling la
lan dau tién cau nghe Shifumi ké vé ctra hang va cong viéc cua c6 hao hitng
nhu vay.

“T6i thich thu vién lam ddy.” Chang biét nén doéi dap nhw thé nao, cau
danh noi bura.

“Ai ma chang biét.” Shifumi vtra 1ay kinh ram ra deo, vtra khtic khich
CUOi.
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Suat sandwich kha 16n, Shifumi bé lai mot miva, Toru chén sach khong
con mot mau.

Khi Koji btrng tinh cling 1a lic tiét troi da chuyén sang thu, va nhiét do
dot ngot giam sau. Mdi c6 muoi ngay khong gap Kimiko.

Ngay ndi ngay, ga van khong tai nao gat n6i Kimiko ra khéi y thic.

Yuri van @ bén, hen ho binh thwong, tham chi con nhiéu hon thwong €.
Tuan trede day choi bi-a, Cht nhat thap tung dén ctra hang banh ngot Yuri
wa thich.

Dau vay, nhitng ky niém véi Kimiko van khong phiit nao roi khoi tam tri
gd. Tham chi, ching ¢ ddy ngay ca khi ga 6m Yuri trong long. Cang siét
chat Yuri trong vong tay, hinh anh Kimiko cang tia vé dir doi.

Chinh ga ciling thay ky qudc khi nhan ra ga da danh mat ban than minh
hon la danh mat Kimiko. T€ hon, tdm trang ay ga da ting trdi qua va thé
khong bao gid muon lap lai sau khi xa roi Atsuko.

Néu c6 mot diéu khién Koji phai e sg, thi dé chinh la hanh dong so y.
Qua lai v&i phu nit tudi trung nién, that khé long tranh khéi. Nhat la doi véi
nhitng ai khong phai la cia minh, va cling chinh bgi hg khong bao gio la
cua minh...

“Ca nha khui champagne di thoi.”

Tiéng giuc gia ctia me Koji kéo ga tré vé thuc tai. Ga vé nha dé dién vai
cau em hiéu dong. Xoc cho chai rwgu sti day bot, Koji khui nap. Yuri bao
khong mudn dén, thanh thw t6i nay ga chi c6 mdt minh. Thye don chinh
hém nay la mén nam hap néi dat va Sukiyaki truyén théng, sau bita an sé
duwgc trang miéng v6i mon keo sita ngot khé c6 ctia ba chi Saki.

Me ga té ra an can chu dao, song & day ai cling biét ba van dang chia miii
dui vao Saki chit khong phai anh trai ga sau cudc cai va cua hai nguai. Dau
khong can hé gi téi chuyén d6, Koji van nghi phan sai thuéc vé anh minh.

An t6i xong, ca nha chuyén sang phong khach udng ca phé. Cha Koji
trao cho ga bay cuon

sach chu yéu vé ngoai thwong ma 6ng néi dang phai doc truwdc khi xin
viéc lam.
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“Van hoc nita ha chau?”

Ba Koji cham rai hoi.

“Chéau ra mé ctra s6.”

Co6 thé cdm thay mui Sukiyaki ddc quanh trong phong dang tda ra bén
ngoai qua 6 ctta s6 c6 lwdi che. Hang cdy ngoai vwong do thanh nhitng cai
béng den tham.

Kimiko lai hién vé trong tam tri Koji. C6 1€ nao c6 dy ciling dang song
v&i gia dinh nha chong nhu thé nay. Y hét. Bat luan nhitng gi da xdy ra véi
ga.

Nhan dip sinh nhat Saki, b6 me ga mua tdng mét chiéc 4o len mau vang
cam. C6 dién thit va me khen la rat hop.

“Hop day, nhi Takashi. “ Ba quay sang anh trai ga.”

Koji dang lo dang nhin vé phia ti bat dia. Tdm gwong trén canh ti phan
chiéu d6i chan me ga, bén canh la Saki dang chinh trang chiéc ao len.
Vang, hgp ddy. Tiéng Takashi trd 10i khién ga nghi ca Saki va Takashi that
16 bich. Ttr dau dén cudi, toan nhitng cau chuyén tam phao.

Thang muoi. Néu tim mot phép so sanh thi cé thé noi tam tinh Yuri da
xoay ngoat mdt tram tam muoi do. Tam thdi ¢6 da gac sang mot bén thai
d6 lanh lung nhw nguwdi dung vdi ga, thay vao dé la sy nang nd nhiét tinh
chang ai ngo tdi. Co khong ngirng xudt hién dot ngot & cho ga lam thém.
Dau khong anh huédng may nhwng ciing du lam ga vueéng tay viedng chan.

Yoshida, rot cudc, da khong lién lac lai. Ga ciing chang hoi dau phai ban
tam. Trong gd mong manh mdt niém hy vong, rang ct thé nay, biét dau lai
dan tao dugc khoang cach véi c6 ta. Yoshida cling khong ngoc nghéch dén
vay, va chac han c6 ta cling hiéu dwgc tam tw ciia minh.

Yuri ng6i chéng cam tredc mat, huyén thuyén da chuyén, nao la lau lam
r6i minh khong di choi Disnay Land; dgt vira r6i t¢ dén nha cau c6 phai vui
khong; bd dong phuc nay hgp vdi cau day.

Ngay mai sé dién ra budi tong két khoa hoc khiéu vii cia Kimiko. Ga
khong dinh di nhung lai phan van, nhin tr xa thi khong hé han gi. biéu ga
muon la nhin lai mat Kimiko.
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Shifumi thwong khé hat theo moi khi quan bar mé ban nhac Don't let me
down cua Phoebe Snow. Cau dang nghe lai ban nhac dé trong luc thudng
thitc ly ca phé hoa tan. Cau vo tinh tim thdy dia CD &y tai mot ctra hang
bang dia.

Cau da quyét dinh la minh sé phai ra di, can nha duwong nhu da khong
con nhu treée. Gian bép day di moi dung cu nadu an du hoa hoan lam méi
dé Itra, phong khach chin chu vi chang mdy khi cé nguwdi bay bira, chiéc
ghé sofa than thudc dau d6 da bac mau, nhitng vét mit bén ngoai ban cong,
nhitng chiéc khan tam nhét day trén ké phong khi quén gidt van c6 cai dé
dung.

That ky la, ng6i ngay day ma tat ca nhitng hién hitu ay nhu da thudc vé
noi xa vang.

“Don’t let me down, don’t let me down.”

Tiéng Phoebe Snow vang lén.

“Don’t you know it’s gonna last. It’s a love that’ll last foever.”

Toru dang ban khoan liéu c6 nén bao cho Koji biét viéc Yuri da goi dién
héi han xa gan tit may ngay tredc. Ban khoan thé thoi chit thue ra khong c6
gi to tat, ma c¥ choc choc lai thong bao thi khac nao con nit. Va lai, thuc
tinh ma néi, chuyén dé khong anh hwdng gi dén cau, nén phuong an cudi
cung cau chon la im lang.

Giong Yuri cat 1én buon ba. Duong nhw thay khé di thang vao van de, co
kiém c@ cdm on viéc cau da cung di tan bo quanh truedng cap ba — véi Toru,
né6 da la chuyén ctia ngay xtra ngay xuwa — réi dot ngot héi.

“Cau nh¢ Yoshida la ai khéng? Hom hop 16p, chac cau ciling gap?”

U, hém day t& gap, Toru dap.

Mot khoang lang wdc chung vai giay.

“Co ta la nguoi nhu thé nao?”

Lai mot khoang lang.

Cau boi roi. Yuri la ngudi hoéi, song ro rang co cling boi réi khi duwa ra
cau hai.

“Xin 16i nhé, t& hoi toan chuyén khéng dau.”
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Yuri ling ting. Ngay sau do lién mim cwdi, doi giong nira dua nira that:

“Gan day t¢ thay Koji c nhw lam gi m¢ am.”

“M@ am?”

Cau hoi lai, Yuri khong dap ma tiép tuc doc thoai.

“Koji c6 noi gi vé co ay khong? Ma cé hoi thé thi chac cau ciing chang
cho t¢ biét dau nhi.”

“T¢ c6 thidy noéi nang gi dau.”

Khong c6 su lwa chon nao t6t hon. Toru van nhd, d6 la mot ngay nang
néng, anh mat Yuri rang ngdi khi budc trén con dwong Koji da tirng di, khi
nhin thay ctra hiéu banh mi ngay xwa Koji ti'ng ghé qua. Suyt chut nita thi
cau budt miéng, rang co6 dirng c6 phi hoai niém tin nhu thé. Ga ta khong
phai la ké xau, nhung cting khong phai la ngwdi cé thé yéu ai chan tinh.

“Cau lo lang sao?” Toru hdi.

“Lo chw,” Yuri dap ngay, khong mot thoang do du.

Thai do va 10i néi cua Yuri v6 cung dit khoat, khién Toru phai bat cudi.
That 1a mot ¢6 nang dé thuwong. Va, trong long ciu mot niém kiéu hanh
manh liét troi day, kiéu hanh béi ban than cau khong bi cai dé thuong ay
mé hodc. Pam chim trong tinh yéu chi vi cai dé thvong ay w, doi that lam
ké xoanh xinh.

Thaoi tiét qua ly twdng.

bung cho tin hiéu giao thong ¢ nga tv Yurakucho, Koji ngtra mat 1én
nhin troi tham nghi. Hang nam, vao mua nay thé nao ciing c6 nhitng ngay
nang vang ruc rd, khién nguoi ta phai nhd lai nhitng ky hoéi thao. Duong
nhw ga thich hoi thao khong phai vi choi thé thao gidi, ma la vi bau troi
trong xanh kia. Mot mau xanh hoan toan khac biét so vdi nhitng ngay khac.

Khi that, minh dang lam cai quai gi thé nay.

Vit diéu thudc hat dé xudng, 1ay chan di tan thudc réi budc qua nga tuw.

Kimiko hoc Flamenco da dugc bay nam. Theo co, khiéu vii dwong nhw
c6 thé gidi téda duwgc moi birc boi thudong ngay.

Vé vao ctra dugc ban ngay tai quay lé tan. Ga khong ngo 1é hoi tong két
cta dan nghiép dv ma lai ban vé, song cling mua r6i theo hanh lang tién
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thang vao. Hoi truong nho nhung dwoc bai tri kha sang trong. Ga day tdm
ctta duge dan x6p cach am vao trong, ding lic bon, nam dira tré con mac
do dién dang chay qua lai. Leo 1én tirng bac cap cua 16i di giita hai hang
ghé, ga nhin thdy Kimiko & phia déi dién 16i di, gitta d6 la hang ghé hau
nhw chang cé ai ng6i. Kimiko dang ditng n6i cwoi véi ba co gai khac. Vay
ma ga twdng sé khong thé nao gap duogc, trir phi x6ng vao tan trong canh
ga. Dién vién ma ngoi & ghé khan gia la cd sao.

Ga diéng nhv troi trong, nhin Kimiko khong chép mat. Cai cach c6 ay
noi nang cuwoi dua than nhién nhu khong kia that ky la lam sao.

Y dinh kéo Kimiko di xuét hién trong dau.

Ga muon kéo di dén cho moi khi ngay tirc khac, du la can ho cia ga, hay
khach san tinh yéu t6i tan, chi can la noi Kimiko phoi bay b6 mat that cta
chinh minh.

Khong biét gd da than thd trong bao lau. Mot phut, hai phut, hodc ciing
c6 thé ngan hon thé. Va roi Kimiko nhin sang.

Thit hién hién trén vé mat Kimiko khéng phdi la st ngac nhién ma la mot
con thinh ng. Mgt con thinh nd chat chiva moéi han thu ngan nam.

Thé r6i, Kimiko lai tiép tuc cau chuyén véi dam ban nhw chwa hé cé
chuyén gi xdy ra. Tang 10, chang thém li€c nhin dén nita con mat.

Ga khong thé chiu dung thém mdt gidy nao nita. Ga lan tim canh ctra dan
16p cach am mém dén khé chiu réi budc ra ngoai. Budc di mét 1éo khong
ngoi nghi, ga tham chi con khong du thoi gian ngwdc nhin bau troi trong
xanh tuyét dep van trai rong trén dau. Ga tham hai nhw chwa titng tham hai
dén thé.
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CHUONG 21

“Cau nhin gi thé?”

Tu tng wc chai nwdc ngot, Yuri cat tiéng hoi. Cong vién Yoyogi giita tiét
thang Muoi. Nhitng chiéc 14 chwa kip d6i mau van con dong lai chut sac
xanh, lao xao theo gi6 tao thanh nhitng thanh am kho khéc. Bau troi mua
thu nhe mang trong minh hwong vi cua tao.

“Nhin troi.”

Koji dap.

Hoi dat mat rwgi béc 1én xuyén qua ca 16p quan jean day cop. Ca hai
dang ng6i dudi tham co chi khong phdi trén ghé da. Phia trén la bau troi
xanh tham tham.

“Pugc r6i, td hoi cau khac. Cau dang nghi gi?”

Ng6i bén canh, Yuri héi tiép, r6i nga dau vao vai ga.

“Co nghi gi dau.”

Xung quanh la may thanh nién dang diéu khién may bay mé hinh, vai
dita tré nho ngoi xuéng nhat thit gi do roi lai dirng 1én di dwdi con mat giam
sat ctia cac ba me. R6i ca mot dam hoc sinh cdp Ba dang tap nhdy theo thi
am nhac ré tién phat ra tir chi€c may cat xét. Pt moi thanh phan trong cong
vien.

“Koji, cau c0 thich t& khong?”

Bong dung Yuri cat tiéng hoi. Lay lam ngac nhién, ga nhin mat Yuri roi
dap rang dwong nhién la thich. Ga thyc sy thich Yuri. C6 thé 1a nhw vay.

“Ranh roi qua di mat!”

Quang hai tay ra sau dau, ga ngra mat lén troi, than thd. Gio hoc da
giam, chiéu t6i méi di lam thém, Yuri cling rdnh nén muén hen ho ltic nao
cling dugc. Cé khi, cudc song binh thwdng cua thang sinh vién nao ciing
thé thi phai.

Dén ga con phdi mé man chinh minh va c6 nam mo ga cling khong nghi
lai bi Kimiko phdt 10. Liic nao co6 ta cling c6 qua nhiéu nang lwgng, con ga
thi khong chiu no6i diéu dé.

Ga da muon xem Kimiko khiéu vii bang dugc.
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Ga da twdng rang minh khong quan tam gi dén s@ thich cta Kimiko. Vay
nhung lan nay, ga lai to0 mo xem Kimiko khiéu vii nhu thé nao. Vé da mua
r6i, néu khong thé gap nhau dwgc nita thi ¢ coi day la lan cudi. Nguwdi nhw
O ta, han sé khiéu vii dén quén minh.

Tw phia duwong Shibuya, ga ré ra cong vién. Khap noi trén cau vugt la
hang loat chit theo trwong phai graffiti son da cac tong mau.

Gan dén trwa, Toru méi an bita sang t chuan bi la mén sandwich cuén
thit ngudi véi pho mat va sita wép lanh, va hoi twéng vé cudc gap go ky la
dém qua.

Anh ning chiéu vao khién cin phong nhu birng sang, xa xa ngoai ctta so,
thap Tokyo an hién trong lan swong mu day dac.

“Chi dinh Itic nao dé sé néi tredc v6i Asano vé chuyén cta cau.”

Co ay noi trwde khi Asano dén ngbi cung tai Franny chiéu qua. Asano
dén hoi muon, 6ng ta kéu mot ly Gin Tonic, nhin hao hao ly Vodka Tonic
ma Shifumi dang uéng.

“Xin 16i moi ngwai, to6i dén mudn.”

Asano c6i 4o khoac dwa cho ngwdi phuc vy, ngbi 1én ghé xoay, xan tay
chiéc 4o so mi mau trang. Trén dé la chiéc dong hé Rolex gidong nhuw cia
Shifumi.

Nang 1én cung ly, c6c bia ctia Toru da voi gan nita. Sau dé cau chi nang
1én udng cé chirng myc roi dat xudng, tap trung bat nhip véi cau chuyén.

“Nghe noi cau sé dén giip ctra hang ching t6i?”

Khong vong vo, Asano hoi luon.

“Vang,” Toru dap, nhin sang phia Shifumi. C6 khong quay sang nhung
mim cuoi va dap:

“Ung ct vién cho vi tri canh tay phai ctia em day!”

Asano va Shifumi quéa la mét cap troi sinh. 4§ tudi, trang phuc va ca
giong diéu nita, mét cap vg chong giau cé khong con, khong lan vao dau
duoc.

“Vé cong viéc thi co ay kha nghiém khac day.” Asano thong tha nha tirng
cau cht¥, cwdi khung khuc, “cau c c6 gang nhé.”
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Toru van diém tinh ng6i yén. Thai do va ca cai phong thai thung thang
kia that 16 bich hét sitc. Minh sé song v6i shifumi. Ca hai sé cung lén ké
hoach r6i tién hanh chu déo. R6i 6ng ta cling sé bi cuén vao vong xody ma
thoi.

Cho du 6ng ta van rat sanh diéu cham thudc cho vog, tham chi Shifumi
van thua thi nhitng chuyén chi cé hai nguwdi méi hiéu, nao la da gri qua
murng cho ai day, roi hom qua ai dé goi dién. Ciing chi dén thé ma thoi.

Cudc héi kién dién ra trong von ven ba muoi phut.

“Thé nhé, dé luc khac thong tha néi chuyén sau.”

Asano néi, rit thé tin dung ra thanh toan r6i kéo Shifumi di. Coc bia
trrdc mat bong choc tré thanh mot thi gi d6 dang kinh tdm. Th da dwoc
lao Asano kia tra tién.

“Chi sé goi sau.”

Shifumi noéi r6i budc di cung véi Asano. Co 1€ ho dwa nhau di an.

Toru chén noét chiéc sandwich cudn, c6 gang gat bo su kién da xdy ra
dém qua. Xét cho cung, do chi la mot budc chuan bi chu dao, vi twong lai
cua ca hai.

Tiéng chudng dién thoai reo, Toru nhac 6ng nghe ma trong long dam
chac khong phai la cud dién thoai cua Shifumi.

“Cau roi khong?”

Koji hoi luon.

“T¢ dang di cung Yuri nhung cau roéi thi ra cho vui.”

“Cau dang ¢ dau?”

Shibuya, Koji dap. Roi dé thém la dang ranh roi qua. Puong nhién ga
khong da dong gi dén chuyén mudn lam tinh gitta Iic ban trira véi Yuri
nhung bi co6 tir choi ngay khi gd dé nghi vao khach san. Yuri bdo ¢ nha ga
thi dwgc, nhung vé dén nha thi cling mat hon mot tiéng dong ho di tau dién,
thanh thtt ga danh bé cudc.

“Cau ranh? La that day.” Toru néi.

“Bon t¢ vé nha cau ciing dugc.”

Toru thiy phién todi vGi 10i dé nghi dy, cau quyét dinh ra khoi nha, ba
muoi phit sau da c6 mat tai Shibuya. Cau bat gap Koji va Yuri gitta dam
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dong hon don nhitng nam thanh nit td v6 cong réi nghé tim tum quanh khu
twgng dai chu cho trung thanh Hachi.

“Ba muoi phut khong sai mot gidy. Giai thanh phé cé khac.”

Koji binh pham. Trong mat cidu, dwong nhv Koji va Yuri sinh ra la dé
danh cho nhitng chon x6 b6 nhuw thé nay. So v6i dam choai choai xung
quanh thi dwong nhw ca hai chang c6 gi khac biét.

“Khoe chi?” Toru noi thay cho 10i chao. Yuri trong khong duwgc khoe
lam, song cdu 1¢ di khéng héi han gi.

“Cau dang xin viec?”

Koji héi lai thay cho 10i chao, nhung Toru dap rang cau chang xin viéc &
dau ca.

“Khong xin viéc thi cau dinh lam cai quai gi ha?”

Co6 vé Kaoji thuc sy nhac nhién. Toru nhé ¢6 lan & sap bao trong civa hang
tién l1gi Koji da 1én mat day do, rang cau phai vao dai hoc cong lap.

“Ké di.”

Cau cuoi dap. Chac han trong mat ga, minh chang ra céi giong gi. Co 1€
gd dang don dao xin viéc, va da tim ra cho minh moét huwéng di nao do
chang, cho du d6 mdi chi hién hitu trong tam twong.

“Lau lam r6i t6& mGi mo dén Shibuya vao cai gio nay.”

Toru néi, ngwdc mat lén nhitng nhitng hang chi nhap nhay trén bién
quang cao.

Ho choi bi-a mét tiéng, long vong thém mot tiéng nita, giét thoi gian &
ctta hang CD, roi tat qua Starbucks uéng ca phé da. Luic di ngang qua ctra
hang ban do thé thao, Koji thot 1én day thém muén:

“Troi oi, gia ma t¢ dugce di trwot tuyét.”

Vi Toru, tat thady moi thit trén doi dwong nhw da thudc vé mot thé giGi
xa xam. Va, duong nhw da lau roi cau chwa gap Shifumi. Chuyén téi qua
nhw thé da xdy ra ti* ngan van nam trudc.

“Cau hom nay ranh thi di choi dén t6i véi bon té luén di.”

Koji dé nghi luc Yuri di vé sinh trong quan Starbucks.

“T& twong cau lam thém?”

“T¢ xin nghi 6m r6i.”
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Nham ding ldc khong c6 mat Yuri, phai chang ga khong muén cho c6
biét.

“Chiu thoi, té phai di gia suw.”

“Thi cling xin nghi 6m di.”

Koji noéi khién cau ngac nhién.

“Sao phai thé?”

Koji nhin cau cham cham r6i than van, rang ga hiéu ro6i, qua hiéu roi.

“Hiéu cai gi?”

“Hiéu la cau tho o vdi ban be chit sao.”

Vura dinh phan bac thi Yuri quay lai, cau danh im lang. Koji dau phai la
ké hay xin nghi 6m chi vi c6 chuyén gi d6 mudn tdm sy. Ly do kiéu dan ba
con gai. Cau nghi vay va dinh bung bao sé dén sau khi hét gio gia sw néu ca
hai con cho dwgc, nhung thoi diém dé néi da qua di, cau chi kip nhan lai
duy nhat mot cau lic chia tay, rang toi nay sé goi dién. Koji am U roi cung
Yuri budc vao ctra soat ve.

Ngay gi ma den thé chit. Yuri thi dang kho &, tir chdi khong di khach san,
thang ban vang thi thang thing tir ch6i 1am chiéc phao cttu sinh. V§i ga, thé
nay la nguy kich lam r6i. Ga chi mu6n n6i chuyén véi Toru théi chit khong
phéi v6i dan ba hay Hashimoto. Hinh dnh Kimiko chwa budng tha cho g3,
va gd mudn tim moi cach chi dé ngan ban than minh khong lao dén goi dién
trong tiéc nuoi.

Tiéc nudi — cai tv ay khién Koji phéi lanh gay. Diéu dé c6 nghia rang,
chinh ban than ga lo s¢ m6t ltic nao doé, vi ti€c nudi ma ga sé lién lac vdi
Kimiko. Ga can mot ngudi & bén canh, la Yuri hay Toru ciling dwgc, chi dé
lap day cho trong.

R6t cudc, ga lai di lam thém. Lai to twéng vé Kimiko trong Iic ng6i hut
thudc & trong phong thay d6. Ga an han vi da khong hoi cho ra nhé khi thay
co6 nghen ngao goi dién. Ga h6i han khong phai vi con tim ga nhoéi dau. Gia
hém dy mac ké Yuri cho roi ra ngoai gap & dau dé thi da khong nén chuyén.

Kimiko luén co doc.

Ga tin chac nhu vay, du c6 ta da la gai c6 chong. Ga that vong vdi chinh
minh vi dén gio® méi nhan ra diéu d6. Kimiko c6 ddc trong titng khodnh
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khac, co6 doc ngay ca nhitng khi & bén canh Koji.

Tiéng go ctra lién hoi, canh ctra md ra, mot cau ban cung lam ngo6 vao
goi: “Nay Koji, cau c6 khach.”

Ga bat can hét sitc, dinh goi dién cho Kimiko ngay trong phong thay do
nay. Kimiko va ga cudn hut nhau dén thé la béi ca hai nguwdi déu c6 ddoc.
Bai dau cho 6 ay la géi da c6 chong, con ga c6 Yuri, ca hai van 6m nhau
trong minh ndi c6 don sau thdm khong thé 14p day. It nhat véi gi 1a nhw
vay, va ga wdc ao c6 thé gap Kimiko ngay bay gio. Dau c6 bi day nghién
hay vui dap ciing cam long. Ga nhé hoi am cua Kimiko, hoi am tir lan da
va hoi dm cta ngon Itta tinh.

Vra ra ngoai, ga da thady Yoshida ditng canh quay thu ngan. Nhin thay ga
ma Yoshida lanh tanh - r6 1a m¢ am, ga nghi — vé mat day birc xic. Kiéu
dau mai ngo von da ngan nay con ngan hon, chang khac nao vira duwgc cao
bang tong do.

“Pau téc cau kiéu gi thé ha?”

Koji budt miéng. Von di da gay tong teo, gio phan c6 ctia Yoshida nhw
vira dugc boc ra tro xwong trong that tham hai.

“Tai cau ca day.”

Noi roi khong cho 1ay phiéu vao cira, Yoshida ng6i luon xuéng khu quay
bar.

“T¢ ctt nghi cau sé lién lac v6i t6 co day.”

Yoshida lau bau v6i vé mat don hoi, roi vira néi nwdc mat vira a ra
thanh hang rét xudng tan dau goi. Moi chuyén dién bién qua bat ngo khién
Koji khong kip hiéu dau cua tai nheo.

“Thoi di nao, nguoi ta lai twong t¢ lam cau khoc.”

“Thi dung thé con gi.”

Yoshida cti gam mat xuong, sut sit nhwng van dap tra dau ra day.

“Té c cho mai. T¢ da hira va gilt 10i, khong dén nha ciu cling khong
dén day, t¢ ct chd mai, thé ma...”

Hit mot hoi ro dai r6i Yoshida ngang mat 1én, hai mat dam 1€, canh miii
do tng. Koji chgt dong long.

“Chi mot 1an thoi thi c6 sao, ma cau da tirng nhu thé bao lan r6i con gi.”
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Koji ditng that than, khong tai nao 1y gidi vi ¢ gi ma ga lai phai nghe
nhitng diéu ay tr con ngwoi nay.

“Té coc hiéu cau noi gi.”

Ga van dung ly tri, c6 n6i nhe nhang nhat cé thé.

“Té coc hiéu gi cd, sao ma cdu lai nghi la t& va ciu sé nhw thé mét lan
hai 1an, ma sé nhw thé 1a sao."

“Hiéu thi cau sé ngu vai t& chit?” Yoshida lac dau réi héi.

“Y t& khong phai 1a nhuw thé.”

Ga thay that ngu ngdc khi tim cach xoa diu bang nhitng 10i 1€ diu dang.

“Nhung t¢ khong can nita. Té quén 16i hita day réi. Té da bd nha ra di.”

Koji cttng hong. Yoshida nhoén miéng cuwdi, canh mdii sut sit van dé, hai
hang nwdc mat chwa kip kho.

Mot gio sang. Yoshida c6 mat trong phong ga. Vira uong loai tra den
“danh riéng cho Yuri” da gan hét, Yoshida vira khong ngirng huyén thuyén
da chuyeén.

“Loi hita day coi nhu chwa tirng ton tai. Cau cit coi t6 nhw ban cung
phong théi nhé. Lo mo la té cho an don day.”

No6i r6i Yoshida diém nhién kéo chiéc tii da to twéng vira vac veé tir khu
gtri do trong ga Shinjuku, 16i quan 4o ngt ra mac, sau d6 mang dong ho bao
thirc ra dat gio.

“Thay cho 10i hita day, cau cho té ta tic mot dém, t& sé khong lam phién
cau dau.”

Yoshida lién thoang.

“Phién phitc cau gy ra cho t& qué da r6i. Ai ma tin dugc.”

Cang vé cudi, giong ga nghe nhw 10i thi tham.

“Gi thi gi cling chi dém nay théi day.” Ga néi.

“Té& biét r6i.” Yoshida dap, mat thoang bién sac. “TG goi nhd dién thoai
dugc khong?”

Ngung mot luc, Yoshida noi.

“Pugc nhung gid nay mudn roi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Trong hop thu thoai ¢6 10i nhan ciaa Toru. Xin 16i, hbm nay t& khéng di
cung dugc. D€ hém khdc nhé, ngay mai hodc ngay kia cling duoc. Toru con
dan khi nao nghe tin nhan nay thi goi lai nhung ga thay ngai nén thoi.

DPung la sv viéc chang ngo ma t6i. Ga dam chiéu. Pung la chang thé ngo,
néu chi cé Yoshida ngu lai mot dém r6i dwoc budng tha thi day la co héi
ngan nam c6 mét. Dau sao c6 ta ciing da tirng nga ¢ day hom hop 16p, thém
mot hai lan nita thi cling chi dén thé la ctung.

“Alo.”

Giong Yoshida nhe nhang nhwng day vé thach thitc, khién ga bat giac
quay lai nhin. Co ta dang nghe dién thoai v&i vé madt lanh tanh. Mat mii da
thé lai con hay cat toc ngan ciing cdn, y nhu 1 chip hoi cap mot.

“Khong, con khong vé dau.” Yoshida lén tiéng. “Con dang ¢ nha Koji,
nén me dung co lo.”

Hoi mau boc hoa tir mudi dau ngoén tay Koji. Phia bén kia dau day chinh
la Atsuko. Con Yoshida trvéc mat, chang khac nao mot con quy hit mau
nguoi.

Nén me dung lo!

RO rang trong céi giong néi dy an chita am hwéng khién ngudi nghe phai
bé bang.

Ga chao dao, y nghi vé Atsuko, ltic nay han dang choang vang, ghi chat
lay 6ng nghe phia bén kia dau day. Gid nay chac dang trén giwong. Liéu co
ay c6 goi chong day khong? Liéu c6 ay c6 thé bao cho chong biét vé cai tén
ma cO con gai vira nhac dén.

Ga xay xam mat may. Sy tinh dién ra theo chiéu hwéng khong thé nao toi
té hon.

“Thé nhé, me ngu di.”

Yoshida n6i, didp mdy roi quay sang.

“Saon?” C6 héi. “It nhat ciing phai cho ba dy biét ngt & dau, thé nén td§
m&i goi dién. Vi bat c ly do gi, t& khong thé tha thi cho ba ta.”

N6i roi Yoshida ci¢ thé nhay 1én giwong, trum chan nhuwng van khong
ngat 1oi trach moc.
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“Néi luon la t&é khong thu han gi cau cd. Viéc cau thich ai, d6 la quyén
ctia cdu. Nhung me t@ thi khac, ba ta cé bo t6, va c6 ca td nita, thé ma...”
Yoshida ving day ndi tiép. “Thé ma dén gig ba ta van con thich cau co
ddy? Cau cé thé twdng twong noi dieu dé khong?”

Koji & khau. Chi ding chét tran nhin Yoshida, gay go hoc hac véi mai
toc nhu vira xoet tong do.
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CHUONG 22

“Khong thé nao.”

Nghe chuyén ctia Koji ma ciu rung dong trong long, khong thé tim dwoc
ngon tw nao khac.

“Khong thé nao.”

Gio Yoshida dang ¢ nha td. Koji da noi vay. Ty dung co ta ctt lan xa vao.
C6 khi c6 ta bo nha ra di han. Bao 1a nga mot dém, thé ma ngo6i chénh hénh
ra ¢ day ba ngay roi.

“Thé truwdc day cau da lam cai quy gi?” Toru hoi, song lic day Koji da
tra 10i rat that tinh rang ban than ga cling khong biét nita.

“Pung la do quy cai.”

Koji m@ miéng lau bau, ga dang udong dén coc bia thit hai tai nha hang
chuyén canh ga ran tam wdp thit nwdc x6t vira cay vira ngot.

“Y cau noi ai?”

Toru ciling dén coc thit hai.

“Yoshida. C6 ta van han Atsuko. Pung la d6 quy cai. T¢ nghi, muc dich
duy nhat khién c0 ta bam riét 1ay t& 1a khién Atsuko phai dau long.”

Trong Koji c6 vé xanh hon mdét chit. Thudc loai ran chac nhung tang
nguoi ga von da gay tir xwa. Trong cac cudc kiém tra sttc khoe tw hoi cap
Ba, Koji luén thudc loai “qua gay”.

Yoshida. Hinh dnh Yoshida trong tam twéng Toru van la mot nit sinh cap
Ba mic dong phuc. An twong nhat 1a nhitng budi trwa khi Yoshida xach tii
com hép quan bén ngoai bang chiéc khan tay xinh xan, budc di voi va vé
phia phong phat thanh.

“Kiéu cua cau chi t6 lam ngudi khac tén thwong.”

Nhuwém may vi cau noi cua Toru, ga lam diéu bo phung ma, pha 1én cuoi.
Ga nhén miéng canh ga, gam ca thit 1an da, khong dé s6t mau thira nao, réi
chui ngén tay dinh day m& vao chiéc khan an.

Toru khong tai nao hiéu noi Yoshida nghi gi vé Koji, va ca vé me c6 ta
nita. Ngay xua, Yoshida hao hitng ra mat moi khi Koji ra di vé cung lic tan
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treong hay bdo mudn dén choi vao ngay chu nhat. Boi vai 1t con géi, thé la
vui lam r6i.

“Néu ma néi vé chuyén ton thwong thi...” Ga lay khan lau miéng roi noi.
“Tinh t&i thoi diém sinh ra, chang ai bi ton thuwong cd. T¢ nghi chan roi.
Gia nhu bi khuyét tat bam sinh, hay bénh tat, hay roi vao gia dinh ma bo
me khong ra gi, thi cdi lic minh sinh ra doi ay, cling chang c6 ton thuong gi
sat. Con nguoi duge sinh ra mot cach hoan hdo, khong mét ti vét. Thé mdi
hay. Sau do thi méi dau, va no6i dau ngay cang nhiéu 1én theo thoi gian cho
dén liac khong con trén c6i doi nay.”

“Nhung diéu d6 khong c6é nghia la dwogc phép lam ton thuwong nguwoi
khac.”

Koji lai phong mang tron ma phi cwdi. V&i Toru, nu cwdi c6 phan chua
chat &y nhi muén noéi, ké dang hitng chiu ngay cang nhiéu noi dau chinh la
Koji. Ga keu ly bia thit ba.

“Té c6 noi gay ton thwong cho ngwdi khac cling dwgc dau. TG néi la con
nguoi kiéu gi cling bi ton thwong.”

Ga rut thu6éc cham lra.

“Ai chang bi ton thwong, nhung dan ba thi luén tim cach khang cy sy ton
thuwong dé.”

Chang c6 1y do nao khién Toru dong tinh, song cau cling khong nghi ra
cé gi dé phan bac.

Ra khoi quan, mat dwong da wét tham.

“Hoa ra lic ndy troi mua.”

Bau khong khi lanh cong.

“Mura thi c6 1am sao, dang nao thi ciing lanh r6i.”

Toru cwoi nhan nho véi cau noi cua Koji.

“Thi ding la chang sao ca. Cau lic nao ciing thé, cham cham vdn veo
nguwoi khac.”

Vai hom nita la dén thang Mwoi mot. Toru mdc chiéc 4o len mau trang,
con Koji khoac chiéc jacket mau den may bang chat vai thun. Ca hai buéc
di trong tiét troi am wot.

“A ma ndy, té chon chd lam r6i.”
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Cai gi? Koji dung lai, gao twdng len.

“Cho nao? Lau chua? Sao cau nhanh thé?”

Toru hit mot hoi that sau luong khong khi mat lanh trong dém.

“Nhanh thi c6 sao nao. Quyét thi t& da quyét roi.”

Chuyén 4y dé 1an sau nhé. N6i roi Toru budc di. Anh dén 14p 16a tir phia
san ga, noi co tirng doan ngwdi dang n6i dudi nhau tredc may ban vé tau.

Gio hen v6i Shifumi da dén. Co dy bao c6 mudn cling khéng sao. To6i
muoén gap Toru, muén cdm nhan sy ton tai ctia Toru. Theo cach néi cua
Shifumi, c6 1é c6 dy dang roi vao tinh trang “sg chinh minh vi ngay cang
khong lam chu dugce ban than.”

Toru bat gidc nhoén miéng cuwdi. Gio minh sé di gap Shifumi.

“Thé nhé, cho t& gwi 101 hoi tham Yoshida.”

Lach qua cong soat vé, cau tam biét Koji 1én chuyén tau theo huwéng
nguoc lai. Bong dung chgt nhé ra, cau quay nguwoi lai.

“A ma ndy, Yuri c6 goi dién cho t6. Nghe giong thi c6 vé ¢ dy lo ling vé
chuyén Yoshida.”

“Pua day a? Lau chwa?” Koji hot hoang.

“Ciing kha 1au r6i.”

Toru déap cut lun, ro6i budc 1én bac thang dan dén nha ga.

“Khong thé nao tin n6i.”

Chi con lai mot minh, Koji 1dm bam. A ma nay ma@i cha a ma nay, hai
chuyén dai sw nhw thé ma lai dé sau ctung.

Lan séng ngudi cit hdi ha cudn troi, bd mac ga dang dirng nhuw troi trong.

Lam thé quai nao bay gio.

Lan nay la tiéng rén ri phat ra tr tan trong long nguc. That khong thé nao
tin noi tay nay.

Ga khong mudn quay vé nha. Hay thtr goi trong dau ga phai dén hang
tram lan. Gi® nay c6 I¢é 1ao chong c6 dy da vé nha. Lic con mdn nong bén
nhau ciing chwa mot 1an ga goi dién vao gio nay.

“Lanh qua.”
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Koji thot 1én, lang tranh y nghi goi dién trong tiéc nudi. Ga mua mot lon
Pocari Sweet, dithg uong du bita t6i vira mdi troi khéi miéng. Khu pho
Shibuya quen thudc, sau con mwa, dep dén té long.

Yoshida van dang & nha, vé 1a phai gip. Y nghi ay khién long g khong
yén. Sau khi chuyén sang tuyén trung tam & Shinjuku, su6t chang duwong
that théu tir nha ga vé dén nha, ga suy di nghi lai vé diéu d6. Chi c6 thang
ngu mdi dé minh roi vao tinh canh song ma khong biét dén khat vong.

Luong tdm ga can rdt vi Atsuko chit khong phéi vi Yoshida. C6 1é
Atsuko nghi rang, giita minh va c6 dy da nhw thé ma gio con khong budng
tha Yoshida. V@i Koji, d6 la su hiéu lam tai hai. Ga biét tinh minh hdo sac,
nhung khong doi nao lai that dic trede tinh yéu.

“Kiéu cua cau chi t6 lam nguwdi khac tén thwong.”

Khong can Toru phai néi ga cling da hiéu diéu do.

“Noi luon la t@ khong thu han gi cau ca.”

Loi noi cua Yoshida la cau tra 16i thich hgp. Gia ma nguoc lai, c6 1é
minh sé nhe nhom hon. Gia nhw ngudi 6 ta han la minh chtt khong phai la
Atsuko thi tot biét may.

Yoshida xuat hién tredc thém nha ngay khi c6 tiéng mé khoa. Chac vira
mdi tam xong, vGi mai toc ngan suén mém va bo do pyjama, trong Yoshida
chang khac nao mot co bé.

“Cau vé roi a.” Yoshida mirng r& hoi sao vé sém thé. Ga xin nghi 6m cho
lam thém dé di gap Toru nhuwng khéng néi nang gi trude khi di.

“Pén bao gio c6 mai chiu di?”

Ga buong 10i cdc 16¢, cii xudng céi giay. Hwong thom tinh khiét cta ké
vira mdi tam xong lan téa khap phong.

“Nay, cau nhin xem, dep day chi.”

Yoshida ndi, tay gio 1én mot chau cdy nho xiu do bang cai tach udng ca
phé. Ttr dan CD vang lén tiéng hat ciia m&t nit ca si la hoac.

“Cai quai gi thé? Dep céi noi gi.”

Chau cady méi dam choéi nhd li ti, tuyét nhién khong c6 1ay mot nu hoa.

“Nguoi dau ma khé tinh.”

Yoshida rau 11 khé néi.
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“Co nhanh choéng di cho t6i nho.”
Ga han giong.

Vai hom sau, Yuri bo ga ra di. Co goi ga ra quan banh ngot, quan co yéu
thich va cling l1a noi ho hen dau tién cua hai ngwoi, roi dé nghi chia tay. “Té
khong thé tin dwgc cau nita.”

Yuri cau kinh, chang thém nhin ga 14y nita con mat.

Koji thd dai danh thuot.

“U, roi sao.”

Loi no6i nhw tréu nguoi. Yuri giat ndy ngwoi ngang dau 1én, phan nd nat
lai v6i anh mat cam hon chua tirng thay.

“R0i sao cai gi? Tat ca chi c6 thé, thé la da lam r6i, cdu con muodn nghe
diéu gi nita?”

Koji lang yén khong néi. Ga thdy minh chang con sic dé niu kéo, va
cling khong c6 y dinh niu kéo. Mot 101 noi phan khang cting khong.

“Cau c im lang thé sao? Sao cau lai c6 thé té dén thé?”

N6i r6i Yuri bam méi rung rng nwdc mat, nhin ga day phan uat. Ga tra
dai.

“Cau c6 thoi thd dai di khong ha?”

Hét cach, ga danh 16i thudc ra hit. Pan ba, sao dita nao cling dong mot
cai la rét nwdc mat.

“T@ da tung thich cau.”

Chwra mot giot nirdc mat nao tudn roi, Yuri van dang dung 10i 1€ khién ga
phai mém long méi thoi.

“T¢ da tung thich cau. T nhitng chuyén nhoé nhw céi kiéu cau hay ngoi
banh tredng trén xe buyt, cho dén chuyén cau c6 nhitng lic chang khac nao
mdy lao dé xom, ct thay géi xinh la san vao. Ban bé t& con bao cau bi lam
sao khong ma mdc 4o so mi c6 to ban nhu Ii trai bao thé. Vay ma trudc day
t@ van thich cau. Cau da luon lo lang cho té...”

No6i dén day, Yuri lai bam moi r6i 0a khéc nitc ng.

“Nhung bay gio thi hét r6i.”

“T& xin 16i.”
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Ga néi, song khong hiéu c@ sao con chit ay that lanh ling v6 cam. Yuri
rit tr trong tti xach chiéc khan mui xoa van con nguyén nép gap chan dong
nwdc mat dang ¢a trao. Co ngang dau 1én, c6 nin khoc, sut sti.

“Pu roi.”

“T@ xin 10i,” Koji dap thudc.

Chwa ditt 10i ga da ding ngay day, 10i n6i d6 han khong dé nghe chut
nao.

Mua ci¢ trién mién sudt tir thang Mwdi mot.

Toru ng6i doc Lawrence Durrell trong Itiic nham nhi tach ca phé hoa tan.
Tw Justine cho dén Claire, b6 bon tiéu thuyét Alexandria déu la thi
Shifumi thich doc ttr xwa.

Minh mudn doc tat ca sach nao c6 ay da tirng doc.

Toru luon nghi vay.

Shifumi khic khich cwdi qua dién thoai, bAo me cau da tam s véi c6 ay.
Cau biét, chang chong thi chay, chuyén gi dén sé phai dén.

“Xin 16i.”

Cau ndi ay chang an nhap vao dau, nhung c6 cai gi do théi thic cau phai
néi. Shifumi lai khiic khich cwdi, r6i héi cau cé ra ngoai duwgc khong.

“An céi gi ngon ngon nhé, roi ban chuyén cong viéc nita.”

Co hen tdm gio tai Franny, roi bdo clip may dé goi dat ban tai nha hang
moi khi.

Shifumi nhat dinh khong ké ndi dung cau chuyén giita c6 va me cau, bai
dé la viéc riéng ctia hai ngwoi, va cau khong can phai lo lang vé diéu do.

Toru mién man nhg lai cai ngay dau tién cau gap Shifumi. Khi dy, cau
ma@i hoc 16p Muoi mot.

“Chang trai nay trong c6 khiéu am nhac day.”

Loi dau tién co dy ndi la nhu vay.

Quen nhau chang dugc bao lau thi c6 1an me ciu v6 tinh bat gap ca hai di
xem budi chiéu thtt mot bo phim. Ba c6 vé ngac nhién, nhung van dé nghi
di uéng gi do vi chang may khi mdi gap. Diém dén la tiém nwdc trai cay
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gan ké. Luc do, Toru bat dac di 1am md&i phdi theo. Cho dén gid ky tc ay
van con nhu twoi méi. Nhung ding la cau bi roi vao mét thé bi.

Cau don ly ca phé, r6i mé toang ctta s6 phong khach. Bén ngoai, thap
Tokyo da 1én dén, con mwa mua dong giang kin ca bau troi.

Moi thit da khac xa so véi cai ngay xwa ay.

Khéng sao! Roi sé dau vao day! Cau nhu tham, quay vao nha tam, tha
minh dudi voi hoa sen.

Tuan sau Toru c6 hen gdp cha cau. Van deé thi chéng chit nhung tha c&
nghi do la nhitng chuyén vui. Nhw phu phiém ma théi.

bén Franny thi van nhw moi khi. Trudc tién minh sé hén c6 dy, sau dé
moi nguwdi lam mot ly roi di chuyén sang nha hang quen thudc, noi ctta s6
ludon hé mé huéng ra ngoai ban cong cho khong khi man dem ua vao.

Hoi nuwéc boc 1én, Toru nham mat lai, véi tay lay banh xa phong thom
mui 1é xoa khap toan than.

béem khuya.

Koji da kiét stcc. BDém thit sdu von di da dong, ma lai thém cac nhom
khach, 6n ao nhw ong v& t6. Con Yoshida van thé, mot mue c6 thu.

Ban ngay thi gido vién chu nhiém goi 1én, thong bao két qua mot mon
bat budc cta ga khong lay gi lam kha quan lam. Ban than ga cling biét
trede do la mot bai luan khoé c6 thé mo dén diém wu.

“Khat khé ca c6.”

Kazumi tién lai gan phia quiy bar, goi coca chanh cho Maeda va tra O
Long cho minh.

“Nhin c0 luc nao ciling twoi nhu hoa.”

Ga no6i khién Kazumi sung swéng ra mat.

“Puwong nhién roi.” co dap.

“Co thé nay, khong biét dinh mét lic nao do sé thay d6i?” Ga bang quo
bat chuyén.

“Khong.” Kazumi dap ngay tap lw, r6i bong nhién vé mat trd nén dam
chiéu.
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“Cai thoi nay, mudn yéu nghiém tic thi phai chon gia dan mét ti. Chit i
con trai tAm tudi t& c6 céi vi gi dau. Y t& khong phai 1a chuyén tién bac.”

N6i xong, c6 quay ngudi ra phia ban bi-a, vay tay ra ddu véi Meada.

“Meada ctia t6 ngon lanh day chi?”

Kazumi n6i v&i niém hanh phic khong ta.

“Thoi xong.”

Ga budt miéng, trong dau bung lén y nghi liéu cé thé hét tay trén lao
Meada khong. Chi mot tich tac nhung doi véi Koji, do 1a mot tich tac that
dai. Diéu ga mudn la liéu c6 chiém doat hay khong hon la khao khat
Kazumi.

Trudce tién phai nghi ngoi cho lai sttc, roi tong khitr & Yoshida di, ga 1én
ké hoach trong dau.

Ngoai ctra so, thanh pho buon chim trong lan muwa va béng t6i, khién anh
den né ong tré néen nhat nhoa./.
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