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CHUONG MOT - CON DARKLING
CUA DORA

Céc ky thi cu6i cap binh thuwong sé khong két thic bang cai chét, nhung
Charlie Benjamin khong phai la mot dita binh thuwong va ky thi cudi cap né
cung dam ban sap tham gia cling vay. “Bon quai vat, hdy coi ching!”
Theodore kéu 1én khi cung Charlie va Violet tap hgp trén boong con tau
cwdp bién ngay trén néc Hoc vién Ac mong. “Thi xong rdi bon tao s& khong
con la 1t Noob nita dau!”

Su6t sau thang bon tré hoc tdp & day, cay da khong 16 6m dp Hoc vién
trong cac canh nhanh vitng chai da gan nhw tréd thanh mai nha ctia ching -
Charlie biét rd moi tdm van dai dau cuda tirng con thuyén hoang phé nwong
nau trong nhitng canh cay dé. N6 ciling da phai lam kha nhiéu viéc, di nhién
roi. Nhitng vét can vét cao lanh dua tir bon quai vat Hang 1 & 16p Triw Ta Vo
long la thoi r6i, khéi dém xué; lai con phai lién tuc van dung moi noi sg hai
sau tham nhat, tam t6i nhat d¢ m& cong & 16p Khai cong Nhap mon; do
cling chang hé la chuyén choi.

Nhung tat ca nhitng chuyén dé déu khong thanh van de, that thé.

Ct& v6i mot chuyén toi té xay dén thi lai c6 ngay ba chuyén hay ho - boi
16i trong lan nwéc bién trong xanh cung vdi Violet va Theodore, choi ctit
bat trong cai mang lwdi réi tung ciia dam cau thang trén khong, trong cac
con thuyén cung nhitng canh cay; an qua man hoang va dé nhitng vét nuéc
tim ngot ngao chay day trén ma.

Moi chuyén c¥ nhw & thién dwong... va tat ca da dan t6i khoanh khac nay
day.

“Thi cu6i ky dé nhu an keo!” Theodore la 16n. “Cit dé day xir may con
quai vat kia roi cac cau sé thdy thé nao méi ding la ‘khong ché 1i sau bo’!
T& la binh thu6c Raid di dong biét noi day!”
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“Ay, cau ding 1a vira cao vira com nhom nhu binh thudc Raid that ddy,”
Violet vira cuoi vira noi.

“Va cling c6 sic huy diét nhu thé,” Theodore phan phdo. “T¢ la Raid
‘sttc manh vuot troi’ - chd chia vao mat, chd dung gan Itra, hay rira sach tay
sau khi dung!”

“ Culi cung ngay nay cling da tdi, lam t¢ ming ghé vay,” Charlie nhan
rang cuwoi. “Cit tvdng bon minh phai lam Noob mai mai r6i chi.”

“Thi ding thé con gi,” Theodore c6 vé nhuw dang that sy dau dén toan
than trudc y nghi nay. “Lé ra bon minh da dwgc thang 1én cap Addy cach
day lau roi méi phdi! N6i cho ding ra, ai da gidi ctitu bo me cau khéi hang 6
cua Barakkas va Verminion nao?”

“Bon minh chtt ai.”

“Chinh thé con gi, ma day la ching minh chi m&i buéc vao Hoc vién
duge ngdy thit hai thoi day! Bon minh 1a Dai A! Poi Am Ti! M4y nghién
Quai vat!”

“Puogc r6i, dugc roi, binh tinh di nao,” dén day thi Charlie cuwdi to. “Thoi
dirng lo. T6i nay thi c6 thira co hgi dé trinh dién ma.”

“No6i ding lam! Cho cac cau biét diéu nay, t¢ chinh la mét HHLL day,
khong dua dau.”

“Hang hai Lan 10n ha?” Violet hoi.

“Khong, nhw thé thi 16 bich qua,” Theodore rat ghét khi cé dita nao doan

mo chit tat cia né truedc khi n6 gidi thich. “Nghia 1a...” Theodore c6 vé nhw
dang luc tim cau tré 10i, r6i mat n6 sang 1én, “Héo han Lao luyén.”

“Cau vura bia ra thi co6.”

Theodore chwa kip dap lai thi mot canh cong ryc Itva tim da m@ tung ra
ngay bén canh ching. Ong Rex, dng Pinch va Tabitha, ba ngudi ciing buéc
qua.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chao bon Noob bé nho hang mau cua ta,” 6ng Rex cat giong lé nhé dac
vung Texas v&i mQt nu cuwoi rong ngoac. Ong van mac bo do jean bac mau
nhv thwong 16, cung déi giay 6ng mon vet, va mot chiéc nén cao boi méi
citng. Di kéem vdi d6 la mot cuén day thirng ling lang bén hong va mot
thanh kiém ngan sang choang. “Da san sang cho ky thi cudi cap hét réi chi
ha?”

“Con hon ca san sang dy chit a,” Charlie dap. “Chau c6 cam giac bon
chau Iic nao cling san sang.”

“Thé thi lam cho xong di th6i. Nhw cha ta van thuong néi day: ‘that bai
khong phai la mot lwa chon ” .”

“Bon chau sé huay diét ky thi cudi cap,” Theodore budt miéng. “Tan diét
no. Quat vao...”

“Ngu xuan,” 6ng Pinch cat ngang, lac dau. “Cai giong diéu khoa treong
nay that la ngu xuan.”

“Pinch a, mot chut ty tin thi cling c6 chét ai dau,” Tabitha néi, cap mat
xanh luc cua c6 sang 1én rie r& nhu hai vién ngoc t6 diém thém cho mai toc
dé cat ngan. “Chinh ngwoi ngay xwa cling hang mau nhu thé ma. Khong
nhé a?”

“Ta dang c6 quén no6 di thi c6,” 6ng Pinch thé dai. “Théi tién hanh luon
di, nhé? Lam sém xong sdm, ta khong muon bo ra ca budi t6i chi dé cho
cho bon Noob nay i ach bo 1én thanh Addy dau - y la gia s nhu ching co
thanh cong...”

“Puong nhién la thanh cong r6i,” Violet mim cwoi. “That bai khong phai
la lIwa chon kia ma.”

“Ta dang tw héi la da nghe cdu dé & dau réi nhi,” 6ng Pinch 1am bam.

“Khong biét,” ong Rex tra 16i. “Ta ngo la nghe tr m6t ngwoi nao do rat
thong thai. Lai rat dién trai. Rat tai ba. Va...”
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Tabitha di mot ngoén tay 1én méi Rex dé 6ng im di. Co noi, “Bi bat cai i
quai vat kia thoi chi?”
Ro6i vay tay mot cai, cd m& mdt canh cong dan xuéng Am Ti.

3k

Dbiéu dau tién Charlie nhan thay khi dat chan tr¢ lai mat dat la mot thi
mui - cai mui thoi rita. Mui d6 boc 1én ti lan nwéc den ngom trong mot ho
boi phu day 1a & mot khoang san, gitta nhitng ngoi nha gé nho toi tan.
Nhiéu nha dong van bit kin ctra, khong nguwoi st dung, cling giong nhu tinh

> 7. /4 ~ 2 [l]_
trang cua cai xe ba banh “rang thé”

gdy nam chong gong trén bai c6 um
tum kia. Mat trang khuat sau nhithg ddm may roi mot thit anh sang mong
manh va chap choang.

“Ta dang tim nha C...” 6ng Pinch trgn mat c6 nhin trong béng t6i. “A, kia
r6i.”

Ong chi vao mot ngdi nha mau xanh luc dii ddu mwa ning. Ngon dén
vang treo trén twong bén cira chinh téa ra mot thit anh sang ti mu hiu hat.

“Tréng c6 vé ron ron,” Violet 1én tiéng.

“Troi!” Theodore buét mém. “Thi la vi trong dé toan quai vat chi sao.
Thé ma ciing khong biét a?”

“T'¢ danh cau ay nhé?” Violet bao véi Charlie.

Charlie lac dau. “Pttng. N6 mong manh lam. Cau lam gay xuwong né

»

mat.

“Méng manh!” Theodore rong 1én. “Than kinh tao vira bi c6 van dé hay
may vira bao la nhé dé cé thé lam gdy xwong tao ddy ha? Bai vi viéc do
that...”

“Thoi, ta ti€p tuc di dwgc chra?” 6ng Pinch ddo mat, ngat 16i. “Ng6i nha
ndy 1a muc tiéu ctia cic nguoi, va day 1a ‘Codi Bdo dong’.” Ong dwa cho
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Theodore mot chiéc coi mau dé, trong giong nhu mot binh xit ¢ cai dau loe
ra. “Néu bam nut thi ching ta sé t6i ho trg ngay, nhung nén nhé...”

Theodore bam nuit.

Chiéc coi bat ra mot tiéng choéi tai dén noi Charlie nhay giat Iui lai, va
vao Violet, khuyu tay vo tinh thic vao mat c6 bé. “Oai!” Violet kéu lén.

“Té xin 16i.”

“KHONG BAO GIO dugce 1am thé nita!” dng Pinch vira 6m nguc vira ra
1énh, trong khi cho sua ran khap xung quanh. “Chi duwgc dung trong trudng
hop t6i khan cap ma thoi!”

“Khong c6 gi dau a,” Theodore n6i. “Em chi mudn thit xem thé nao - dé
bdo dam n6 c6 hoat dong thdi ma. Nguwdi khon ngoan la phdi biét KITATIBI
- Kiém tra Thiét bi. D6 la nguyén tac numero uno , tiéng Tay Ban Nha, c6
nghia la...”

[Z]_P’

“Ta biét n6 nghia 1a gi “!” dng Pinch gét 1én. Ong nhdm mat, vudt rau dé

1ay lai binh tinh ro6i néi tiép. “Nén nhd, cac nguoi chi duwgc dung coi khi that
can thiét, b&i vi néu budc ching ta xen vao gitp trong ky thi cudi ky nay thi
cac nguai sé ré6t. Pé thi dau, cac nguoi phai luén ngo tdi...”

“Mot con heo mac vay ha?” ong Rex hoi.

“Khong,” 6ng Pinch tritng mat 1én vdi 6ng Rex. “Khong phai mot ‘con
heo mac vay’. Cac nguoi phai luén ngo tdi...”

“Rai ca lam tro tung hitng ha?”
“ Diéu khong ngo tdi! ” 6ng Pinch gan giong.

“Hur. Thu vi ddy. Ta khong ngd nguoi lai néi thé.” Ong Rex nhay mét v6i
Charlie lam né phai c6 hét sitc m&i nhin duwgc cuoi.

Tabitha lac dau, o la c6 buc 1am r6i. “Thoi lam tro hé di, dé bon nho bat
dau thi duoc chwa?”
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“Ctt nhin ¢6 dy khi gian doi thé kia sao thi ma khong yéu duwgc co chi?”
ong Rex toét miéng cudi. “D6i ma phong nhu séc con, ca cai nhan miii xinh
xinh ntta kia.”

“Ma phong nhu séc con ha!”

“Qi! Gio thdy co dy gia vo noéi khung 1én thé nao chwa? Ta goi do 1a vé
mat ‘Em yéu Rex nhung c6 khong dé 16 ra’ day.”

Tabitha ha h6c méom. C6 quay qua dam tré, c6 1dy vé oai nghiém nhat.
“Bay gio ky thi ctia cac em bat dau. Mot c6 bé nhut nhat tén la Dora trong
khi gdp 4&c méng da md& cong cho mot dam quai vat tran vao thé gidi ching
ta. Co bé cung d6ng bo ctia minh khong hé biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra. Nha
cta ho gio tran lan qudi vat, c6 nghia la cac em phai tim 16i vao, xac dinh 1d
qudi vat va trtt khit chiing. Cac em c6 mot tiéng dong ho.”

“D& gt ?~,” Theodore dap va quay sang Charlie. “Tao dung khong ding
khong ding khong?”

“Chang hiéu may no6i gi cd, nhung tao dinh thé nay... bon minh 1én ra sau
nha ré6i dom qua ctra s6. Bi mat quan sat ngdi nha xem minh dang do6i pho
v6i thit gi. Sau dé...”

“Hay minh chi can lam nhuv thé nay.”

Theodore bdm chudng ctra.

Ong Rex, 6ng Pinch va Tabitha vira lach ngudi khudt tAm mét thi canh
ctra bat m&, mot nguwoi dan ong to 16n hién ra, lam lam cay gay bong chay
khong 16 trong nhitng ngon tay 16ng 1a mip mip giong nhw nhitng cay xuc-
xich.

“Ching may mudn gi?” ong no hoéi. Cay gay sang 1én 160 mo dwdi anh dén
trén twong.
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“Da...” Charlie giat ndy nguwoi, c6 dap. “Ching chau, rm, dugc Hoc vién
Ac mong ctr t6i day dé diéu tra mot vu mé cong dé sdng cac sinh vat Am
Ti, nghi ngo do con gai bac la Dora gay ra.”

“Ha?” 6ng no chom tdi chung.

“Chéau biét 1a chau giai thich chwa dugc ro,” Charlie lui lai, giong moi Iic
mét lo s¢ hon. “Y chau la...”

“Ong bac a, 1a thé nay nhé,” Theodore chen vao, ditng ngay trwdc mit
nguoi dan 6ng to 1én. “Nha 6ng bi QVA réi. Ong hiéu thé nghia 1a gi
khong? La bi Quai Vat Am dy ma. Chiing t6i dén day dé bét ching.”

Nguoi dan 6ng to 16n tron mat nhin thang nhoc, roéi dong sam ctra lai.

“Cha, tuyét that day!” Charlie kéu 1én. “Cam on may nhiéu, Theodore.”

“Pau phai 16i cta tao! Tao dau phai la dita quo quang lap bap ‘y chau la...
chau tinhnéila...uucod¢6’.”

“Tao da c6 ké hoach, néu may khéng chen ngang thé thi gio' cd dam vao
dugc trong kia roi! Burng c6 di bam chuéng ma khéng bao trudc nhu thé!”

Khong béo trude, Violet bong bam chudng.
“Cau lam cai gi thé?” Charlie that kinh héi.
“Ct dé t6 lo chuyén nay.”

Ctwra lai mé& va cling van nguwoi dan 6ng hoi ndy lam lam cay gay trong
tay. Ong quic mét nhin con bé.

“Chéau hiéu bac dang cam thay thé nao,” Violet diu dang néi. “Bac sg. Cé
chuyén xdy ra trong nha - chuyén ma bac khong tai nao hiéu dugc - bac
muoén bao vé minh cung gia dinh nhuwng lai khong biét phai lam sao hay
phai bdo vé minh khéi céi gi. P6 la ly do bac thu cay gay do, phai thé
khong a?”

Ong no nheo mit nhung khong néi gi.
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“Luc trwdc & nha chau cling thé,” Violet ndi tiép. “Chau hay bi &c mong
va bo me chau thuvong nghe thay tiéng kéu gao gam g trong phong ngu cta
chau, nhitng tiéng rung ron, rung rgn lam, nhung ho chang biét duwoc thi gi
da gay ra nhu thé. Ho chi biét c6 chuyén chang lanh va chau dang 1am nan.
Thé r6i mot ngay no c6 may ngwoi dén va dé nghi gitip do.” Con bé mim
cwoi than thién. “Gid bon chau la nhitng ngudi d6. Bon chau dén dé giup.
Chau tén la Violet.”

C6 bé chia tay ra. Ong no nhin né mét lic lau.

“T6i la Barry,” cudi cung 6ng néi va nam tay Violet. “Tr0i 0i, that mirng
la cac chau ¢ day.”

Dora tam tudi.

Khuon mat con bé tron va tai, con doi mat - nhuw hai mat trang sinh doi
ndp duwdi mai toc den dai - thi tam t6i va day am anh. “Anh chi biét la dang
co6 chuyén gi xdy ra vdi em ha?” no thi thao.

“O day nhu phéat cudng lén vay,” bé con bé thém vao. “Nao tiéng hi,
tiéng do vo, ban ghé gdy nat, ném tham rach buom - nhung chi vé dém
th6i.”

“Chuyén nay xay ra dugc bao lau roi a?” Charlie héi va liéc quanh ngoi
nha ti mu. Gidy dan twong cé hinh cay trai ma c6 1€ ngay xwa trong da tirng
rat vui twoi, nhung gio day cii ky va dang muc. Mot n6i mi dang sbi trén
bép 10 kiéu xwra.

“Co 18 chuyén bat dau khi me né qua doi,” bé Dora thé dai. “Dé xem
nao... mot nam nhi?”

“Chéu xin chia buon.” Violet dwa tay vu6t téc Dora. “Chau ciing bi mat
me, da lau r6i.”

“Vay sao?”

Violet gat dau. “Pé la diéu kinh khting nhat trong doi chau. May thang
lién sau d6 chau déu bi nhitng con 4c mong kinh hoang.” N6 khé mim cwoi.
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“Con em thé nao?”
Dora gat dau. “Ciing kinh khung lam a.”

Nhitng ngon nén lay lat trong lan anh sang von da rat tt mu cta can
phong khach. Charlie va ddm ban liéc mat nhin nhau thau hiéu.

“Vay... cac chau gitp ching ta dugc khong?” bd con bé hédi, quay sang
Charlie.

“Chau nghi la dugc. Chuyén la nhu thé nay. Mot so diva tré cé thit goi la
‘Kha nang’, du doi khi thi ay goi 1a ‘Tai hoa’ thi ding hon. Khi dia tré co
Kha ning gip 4c mong, chiing s& mé cong dan t6i Am Ti, chd bon quai vat
¢. Doi khi bon quai vat di qua nhitng canh cong do6 dé vao thé gidi cta
ching ta va gay ra da thi¢ rac roi - giéng hét nhw nhitng chuyén nha minh
dang gap day a.”

“Cau noéi nghiém tic day chi?” b6 Dora héi. “Vé chuyén nhitng cai
cong? Va quai vat?”

Charlie gat dau. “Chau cho rang nha bac dang bi 1t Gremlin pha r6i. 6
la 1y do vi sao dién dom & day lai ky cuc thé nay - bon chiing thich nhai day
cap dién ma.”

Nguoi dan 6ng to 16n nhin né vGi anh mat hoai nghi. “Cau chitng minh
di.”

Phong ctia Dora t6i hon cac phong khac trong nha du tat ca cac dén déu
da bat, buéc vao day cit nhw la bwdc vao huyét mg. Bam thd nhoi bong xép
day trén givong nhw linh gac, m6t bo suwu tap ky lan bang pha 1é xép trén ké
nho va tat ca dén nga déu da cam vao 6 cam - nhung anh sang van chang
ché ngy dwoc bong toi am dam.

“Pay la phong ngt ctia em,” Dora néi nho. Charlie thdy ré6 Dora khong
muon budc vao. N6 khong trach con bé.

“Pung lo, nhoc,” Theodore nodi. “Doi A dang ¢ day. Bon nay sé x& ly vu
nay nhay mat la xong.”
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Charlie budc dén gitta phong. “DPugc 16i, vao viéc nao.” N6 gio tay phai
ra, nham mat lai, va bat dau m& mot canh cong.

Ngay cd trong tinh hudng thuan lgi nhat thi mé cong cling la mot viéc vo
cung gian nan. Phai xac dinh noi s¢ hai sau kin nhat, triéu tap né, va roi tap
trung no lai nhw mot tia la-ze vao mot diém cu thé trong tam tri - chi khi do
md&i m@ dwgc mot canh cong chinh xac ¢ dia diém mong muon. Nghe bat
kha thi nhw phéi tung hitng mi 6ng... trong lic dang nhay tango vay. Nhung
sau sau thang luyén tap nghé thuat Khai cong tai Hoc vién Ac mong thi viéc
do6 da tré nén dé dang hon rat nhiéu, va gio Charlie da c6 thé m@ cong véi
toc do dang né.

Gan nhv ngay titc khac, nhitng ngon Itta dién tim bat dau nhdy muda qua
nguwoi né va mot canh cong rong khoang hai thwéc bat mé, chung quanh
cong ciling vién bang Itra tim. Qua cong, moi ngwoi c6 thé nhin thay nhitng
bai d4 tang xanh xanh ctia vong dau tién thudéc Am Ti. Noi ndy bing phéng
va chang c6 gi dac biét, ngoai trir mét vat ky la nam lac 16ng trén 16p cat.

Do 1a mot chiéc ti cao bang kim loai c6 tay cam rat don gian.
“Cai d6 dé lam gi?” Violet hoi.
“Roi cau sé thay.” Charlie néi va budc qua cong.

Mac du Charlie lam chuyén nay da hang tram lan r6i, nhung buéc vao
Am Ti khi ndo ciing van 12 mét trai nghiém ky quai, ddy hoang mang. Moi
goc canh hinh nhw déu sai sai thé nao d6. N6 nhan ra dugc nhitng chuyén
dong khac thuwong quanh minh, nhitng th tinh vi va khé thay ma no da hoc
duwgc cach nhan biét bang kinh nghiém - mot bong ma vat vo troi qua hay
mot con giun Am Ti nhich minh dao xuyén qua cat dwdi chan né.

No6 liéc mat nhin quanh dé chac chan khong mét con quai nao dang chuc
cho san, r6i nhac tay nam cuda chiéc ta. Mot tiéng “cach” gon ghé bat 1én,
Charlie m& ta dé 16 ra mot kho vat dung Trir Ta: cac thiét bi lan tim va
nhitng cay kiém du phong, nhitng tdi bot mi danh cho 1ii Doi Am Ti tai hai,
nhitng cay den pin danh cho bon Ectobog di thanh bay, nhitng chiéc bay dé
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bat 1ii Snark cung du loai linh dwgc chira lanh vét thwong, khir doc, hoac
ngan bénh lan ra tir vét can cua quai vat. Trong nay c6 moi thit ma mot
Chién binh Trir Ta can t6éi dé c6 thé dwong dau véi ngay ca thit dién dai
nhat caa thé gi6i dién dai & Am Ti.

“VO LY!” Theodore kéu lén. “May thu thap dwoc hét cai mé nay héi nao
vay?”’

“Thi cling lam tw tir théi.” Charlie nhdn vai, du trong tham tdm cam thay
vO cung ty hao. “Tao nghi la tai sao lai cit phai vac theo ca triéu thi can t6i
khi di trit ta? Tai sao khong tri* sdn moi thit & Am Ti, chi cdch c6 mot céi
cong?”

“Thién tai. Bung la thién tai.”
Violet gép 10i. “Phai cong nhan la qua dang kinh ngac day!”

“Xem cai nay nita nay,” Charlie hai long v&i moi 10i khen, ben han hoan
noéi. N6 tho tay vao sau trong tu, 16i ra m6t vat kim loai c6 vé nang. Vat ay
c6 kich thwéc va hinh dang nhw mét céi 10 nwéng, va cé vo so nut cung déen
trén do.

“Cai tht khung dién nay la gi thé?” Theodore hoi.

“Xem day,” Charlie budc lui qua cong tré lai phong nga. Vay tay mat
cai, n6 dong canh cong sau lung roi dat thiét bi kim loai kia 1én san canh
giwvong ngu. N6 bat cong tac va ngay lap tic, thiét bi la lung ay bat dau cat
tiéng kéu u u, va cac ngon den trén dé déu sang dé lén. “That ra day chi la
mot cai binh ac-quy xe dwoc stra lai théi,” Charlie gidi thich. “Khéng bén
bang d6 xin nhuwng nhung két qua van cuc ky.”

“P6 la mot dung cu hit Gremlin!” Violet reo lén.

Charlie gat dau. “Bon quy con d6 khong thé cudng lai dugce thi nay dau.
Céac cau ct chd xem. Bon mé do dién do sé tho mat ra ngay thoi.”

DPung la khong phai doi 1au.
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Ctra ta cua Dora cot ket m@ ra va mot sinh vat trong nhw con khi c6 bo
16ng mau cam, dudi dai va ham rong bo ra. Bién bén trong binh ac-quy hut
con Gremlin lai nht m6t thanh nam cham - con quai dwong nhw con chang
thém dé mat t6i bon ngudi trong phong nita.

“Con d6 soéng trong tu ctia em sao?” Dora tré mat kinh ngac.

“Pung,” Charlie dap. “Anh dam céa dé khong phai la con duy nhat.”

Puing khong phai la con duy nhat that.

Vai gidy sau, con Gremlin thit hai tir 16 thong gié trén tran nha nhay
xubng, va mot con khac nita tit ngoai hanh lang lao vao, quét ca vao nguoi
ong bo cia Dora. Ca ba cung vay quanh va gam binh ac-quy bang dam rang
to twdng cta ching, co6 suc tim mé day dién ngon lanh cudn bén trong.

“Ngon lanh!” Theodore kéu 1én. “Cé vé bon ching da & day hét r6i nén
tao sé ra tay truc xuat bon chiing vé Am Ti that nhanh...”

Theodore budc vé phia mdy con quai vat, nhung Charlie da dua tay ra
ngan no lai.

“Gi chi?”
“Sao khong dé cho Chién binh Trir Ta lam viéc trir ta?” Charlie hat dau
vé phia Violet.

“Oi, thoi ch,” Theodore rén ri. “Tao lam dwgc ma. Chi 1a mot ld

»
!

Gremlin - bon chiing 1a rdc & Am Ti théi ma

“Tao biét may lam dwgc, nhuwng Violet c6 thé lam tot hon nhiéu, cling
nhw may m@& cong chac chan la giéi hon Violet.”

“M@ cong la chuyén ctia bon con gai,” Theodore cau nhau. Tham chi da
sau sau thang rén luyén ma né van cit am tc vi khong duwgc Ca Hoi Su that
chon lam Chién binh Trir Ta - tuy vay né van lui sang mét bén dé Violet
tién lai. Con dao gam cii Violet nhét giita that lvng vGi quan jeans anh 1én
mau xanh biéc khi c6 bé tién lai gan 1l quai vat Am Ti.
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Ting con mot, chiing ngitng gam binh dc-quy va dé y dén Violet cung
lwGi dao 1ap lanh & that lung co bé.

“Chao cac anh ban nhé,” c6 bé noi, va nhanh dén khong ngd, nam ngay
lay gay cua hai con. Ching kéu la am 1, h4 hai cai miéng ban thiu c6 dép
lay Violet. “Can tao la tao can lai day nhé,” Violet de va hat dau vé phia con
Gremlin con lai bén canh binh ac-quy. “Theodore, gitip t& tébm con cudi
cung kia nhé.”

“Chac r6i,” thang bé no6i, mat sang rd. N6 vira méi vuon tay dinh tim lay
con Gremlin thi bong nhién mot cai tua den si tit dudi givong Dora tung ra,
chop lay con Gremlin va 16i tudt con nay vao trong bong toi.

“Cai gi thé?” Charlie hét lén.

Con Gremlin bi bat ré 1én nhw dau dén lam... r6i dot ngdt im bat di mot
cach dang so.

ROi c6 tiéng nhai rau rau.
“Em phat 6m mat,” Dora néi va 6m bung. “Lam gi di...”

Ca dam chwa kip lam gi thi da c6 them hai cai tua den tung ra, giat hai
con Gremlin con lai khéi tay cua Violet ro6i 16i tudt ching vao khoang toi
dudi givong.

Lai c6 tiéng ré 1én. Roi lai ¢6 tiéng nhai rau rau.

“DPo la cai gi thé?” bo cua Dora héi, giong 6ng chi con la tiéng thi thao.

“Pé chau kiém tra.” Theodore bé chiéc coi bao dong lén ban ngua réi
nhom xudng duwdi giwong.

“Can than day...” Charlie canh béo.
“f, thoai mai di. Tao co ma.”

Mot dong thit phap phong nhe nhe trong bong tdi, den va bong nhuw dau
may, hai con mat dé va mot cai miéng méo mo 1ém chdm nhitng chiéc rang
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nhon xiéu veo. Con qudi nhai xong con Gremlin cudi cung thi co thé n6
phong 1én, dung ca vao 10 xo giwong.

“Cha!” Theodore thong bao. “Con bé c6 mot con Darkling! Co vé la
Hang 2!”

Bat thinh linh, tir than con vat dang phinh to bat ra ba cai tua den va nhét
nhat quan quanh mat Theodore.

“N6 bat dugc t6 roi!” thang nhéc ru 1én.

Va - bang mot cu giat nhanh va manh - con Darkling cuén phang
Theodore vao gam giwong va dwa vao cai miéng nhéu nhdo 1ém chém rang
cua no.

"Loai xe dap ba banh, thwong bang nhwa, c6 banh truéce rat to.
““Numero uno c6 nghia 1a “s8 mot”.

[E]'Nguyén goc: Easy-Peasy Mac and Cheesy.
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CHUONG HAI - CUOC TAN CONG
CUA BON DANGEROO

“Bam coi bao dong di! Bam coi di!” Theodore thét 1én khi ritng rang
trang on cua con Darkling ngoac rong ra chuc ngoam lay no.

“Khong, bon tao gitt dwgc may réi!” Charlie hét 1én. Ca Charlie lan
Violet déu da vot tdi dé lén chan ctia Theodore, c6 16i thang nay ra khéi
gong kim cta nhitng cdi tua den khing khiép kia - nhung khéng an thua.
Charlie kinh ngac khi nhan ra con quai do day ay qua manh.

“Khong duwge dau!” Theodore thét. N6 cam thay nhitng mau thit won w6t
cua con Gremlin dinh trén rang con quai nay dang cham vao mdt minh.
“Bam coi di!”

“Bam coi thi bon minh rét mat!” Violet ndi.

“Tui may khong bam coi thi mang tao rét la céi chac!”

Charlie quay sang Dora cung bd c6 bé. “Ca hai nguoi, kéo chiéc givong
ra khoi cho con Darkling, phoi né ra sang!”

B0 Dora t6 vé lo lang. “Nhung nhd n6 can...”

“Cu kéo di!” Theodore gao lén, giong the thé nhu giong mot dia con gai
dang no6i gian.

Dora cung bo nam ldy cai giwvong va nghiéng né sang mot bén, lam 10
con Darkling bén dwéi. Ngay khi anh sang vira chiéu vao, con quai rong 1én
dau don va buong Theodore ra, lam Charlie va Violet nga bat ngwra. Con
quai rut voi vé cho bong toi quen thudc dwdi giwong, lang 1é phap phong
trong tam toi.

Tiép d6 la mot sy im lang bao trum, ai ndy déu dang 14y lai hoi thé. Cudi
ciing Theodore 1én tiéng, “ Khi tao bao bdm coi bao ddng... THI BAM COI
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BAO DONG PI, HIEU CHUA!”

“ Moi thit déu con trong tam kiém soat ma,” Charlie néi. “ Con Darkling
muon bong t6i hon muén may. Bing lo, bon tao khéng dé n6 an thit may
dau.”

“Nghe mdi dé chiu lam sao chit! Sao may khong chui xuéng gam giwong
ma tang cho né mét nu hon chic nga ngon ludn di? Pirng lo . Tao khong dé
no an thit may dau.”

“T6i cling khong mu6n né an thit con gdi t6i,” bdé Dora n6i. “Nhung né
van con ¢ dudi givong. Cac c6 cau dudi no di thé nao day?”

“Chéau ciing khong chac,” Violet dap. “Chau biét 1a &nh nang sé giét dugc
nd. Li quai Darkling hap thu anh sang, dé la ly do tai sao & trong day lai am
u qua thé thé nay, nhung ching khong thé hap thu qua nhiéu anh sang. That
khong may, bay gio lai la ban dém.”

“Minh c6 thé cho dén sang...” Theodore dé nghi.

“Pé thi r6t ha? Bon minh con chwa t6i nira tiéng la hét gid, ma chin tiéng
nita mat troi maoi 1én.”

“O Trung Quéc thi khong phai thé,” Charlie quay sang hai dita ban.
“Trung Qudc nam & phia bén kia trai dat, nén bén d6 gio nay da la ban
ngay.”

“Thi sao chi?” Theodore dap. “Lam sao dwa con Darkling t6i Trung
Quoc duoc.”

“Thi khong, nhung c6 thé dwa Trung Quoc t6i véi con Darkling nay - hay
it nhat la nang Trung Quoc. Bon minh phai hgp sic véi nhau.”

Theodore suy nghi mot 14t... r6i mot nu cwdi nd réng trén mat né. “May...
ding la siéu thién tai.”

Sau mot phut vat 16n, Theodore cudi cung ciing m@ dwgec mot canh cong
dan t6i Vong dau ctia Am Ti.
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“Lam tot ddy,” Violet khen.

Thing bé gay nhom dé mit vi hanh dién. “A, t¢ van con lau mdi lam
nhanh duwgc bang sw phu mé cong kia.” N6 hat dau vé phia Charlie. “Du sao
thi no cling la BPDK ma.”

bDK.
De Doa Kép.

Charlie ghét cai tén ay. N6 chwa bao gid xin lam Pe Doa Kép (hay PDK
nhu Theodore ¢t khang khang gan cho né) - ma né sinh ra da thé. Vi no,
cung lic c6 ca kha nang Trir Ta Ian Khai cong la hoa hon la phic; bat cit ai
khac cé Kha nang thi chi cé thé lam duwgc hodc diéu nay hodc diéu kia ma
thoi, va n6 phat dién 1én vi bi khac v&i moi nguoi. That ra, hiéu trudng cua
Hoc vién Ac mong 1a Pe Doa Kép duy nhat khac con dang ton tai, diéu nay
cang khién n6 cam thay minh giong di nhan.

“Co6 thé tao md cong c6 nhanh hon mot chat,” né tra 16i, c6 phan tha thé,
“nhung van phai can ca hai dita bon minh méi lam duwgc chuyén nay -
chang c6 ai cung lic mé dwgc hon mét cong ca.”

“Xi,” Theodore noi. “No6i thé ma cling néi. Tao m@ phan tao roi do, gio
t6i phién may.”

“Pugc 16i, chuan bi nao. Bi th6i.” Charlie budc qua canh céng cta
Theodore vao Am Ti. N6 giang tay ra va nhim mét lai. Vai gidy sau ngon
Itra tim da n6 16p bop ngang Charlie va n6 m@ mdt canh cong trong ra dinh
Van Ly Truong Thanh cta Trung Quéc. Cac du khach dang tiu tit bAm may
anh kéu thét 1én va théi lui, tat ca déu strng sét tredc canh twgng clia mot
thé gidi khac.

Anh séng ban ngdy ruc r& tudn qua cong cta Charlie - soi sdng quang
canh dé séi ctia Vong dau Am Ti - 16i tiép tuc chiéu qua céng ctia Theodore
vao phong ngu cua Dora & phia sau, khién noi nay tran ngap anh nang.
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Con Darkling ngay titc khac rat sau hon vao duwdi gam giwong, tuyét
vong tim noi an nau trong cac mang toi.

“Lat ném lén!” Charlie ho hét. “Phoi n6 ra nang!”
Violet nam 14y mot g6c ném con b6 Dora nam géc kia.
“Pém dén ba nhé,” c6 bé ndi. “Maot... hai...”

Ho giat phang tam ném khéi giwong, dé cho anh nang ap vao con
Darkling dang co rim lai bén dwdi. Con quai vat rong 1én dau dén khi 16p
da ctia n6 soi lén xéo xéo va no 16p bop nhuw nhitng bong bong trén miéng
banh pizza ph6 mat. Chi trong thoang choc, n6 da tan thanh mot viing nwdc
sanh nhu nhét, chay lot qua ké van san.

Ai ndy kinh ngac givong mat nhin.
“N6...7” B6 Dora héi.

“Vang,” Charlie dap. “Né chét roi. Moi nguwoi lam tuyét 1am.” Charlie
vay tay bo canh cong sang Trung Quoc - anh nang choéi chang tat ngim nhw
bi ngat céng tac. “Va dé la cach lam cua ching ta,” né vira nhe rang cuoi
vilra budc qua canh cong cua Theodore, quay vé phong ngt cua Dora.

“Wow!” Dora nhin quanh. “Khong thé tin dugc. Bay gid trong nay sang
qua!”

Charlie nhin vai. “Thoat dwgc Darkling, thoat dwgc béng t6i.”

“Thém nita,” Theodore ndi them, “gio 1G Gremlin da thanh banh nuwéng
nén em lai c6 thé nwéng banh dwgc réi - bon chiing bién roi la dién khong
con dién nita. Va bon minh lam dwgc ma khéng can t6i nguwdi 16n tiép tay!
Xin chic mung... cac Addy!”

Nhung bon tré chwa kip an mirng thi mot con quai 16ng mau xanh luc hoi
ham to bang cai ta lanh da vot qua canh cong con dé ngd ctia Theodore va
dap xudng san go phong ngu kéu danh sam mot cdi. Con quéi nay ditng
thang day, trong nhw mot con chuot tii khéng 16 c6 doi chan vam v& va mot
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cdi tdi to trén cai bung cang phong. N6 ha 1én mot cach gém ghiéc, nuwée
dai nho rong rong tw hai nanh treac.

“Cai gi thé nay?” Violet giat ndy nguoi.
Dot nhién con quéi vung hai vuét trwdc chdp 1ay Violet, nhdc bong 1én

r6i nhét c6 bé dang la hét choi 16i vao cdi tii trede bung nd. N6 quay ngudi
nhay vot tré lai qua céng ctia Theodore, thoat vao Am Ti phia sau lung.

“N6 bat Violet r6i!” Charlie gao Ién. “Theodore, bAm coi bao dong!”

“O, chic 16i, ltic tao suyt bi an thit thi chi c6 ‘bon tao giit dwoc may roi,
Theodore... ditng bam coi’ thé nhung Iic Violet bi chdp thi dot nhién nhw
troi sap roi vay!”

“Nhanh Ién! N6 dang chay mat kia! Bdm cai coi ngu ngoc ay di!”

“Pugc r6i,” Theodore cau nhau. N6 nhat cai coi & trén ban 1én. “Nhung

tao chi muon chi ra rang, so v@i cac Chién binh Trir Ta thi 1t Phap sw Khai
1]

cong chi la cong dan hang hai ma thoi. Bon tao 1a Dopey "“Icon ho 1a Bach
Tuyét. Bon tao la...”

“BAM COI P1!”

“OKAY!”

Theodore bam coi bado dong.

Chi tich tac sau, 6ng Rex da lao vao phong ngu, theo sau la 6ng Pinch va
Tabitha.

“Cé chuyen gi vay?” Tabitha hét len.

“MGt con trong dam do6 bat Violet roi!” Charlie chi vao 1 quai vat gém
ghiéc dang tién lai gan cong.

Ong Rex nheo mit. “Khi that - bon Dangeroo. Xem dubi 1a biét Hang 4.”

“Noi cho chinh xac thi la Thu nhay Am Ti,” ong Pinch khit mi.
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“Qi, thoi di Pinch, dau phai con quai nao ciing c6 tén kém vdi chit ‘Am
Ti’ dau chi. Thd Nhdy Am Ti, Ca khéu Am Ti, Doi Am Ti - cai trd ngd
ngan nay chirng nao méi cham dit day?”

“Ay, dirng c6 hét 1én véi ta,” 6ng Pinch dap. “Pau phai ta dit tén cho
chiing, Phan vién Ac mong lam day chi.”

“Chung bat Violet r6i!” Charlie hét 1én. “Lam on lam gi di chit!”

“Chac r6i, nhdc,” 6ng Rex ndéi. “Theo ta. Con moi nguwdi khac & lai day.”
R6i dng vot qua cong, vao Vong dau.

Mui théi cua bon Dangeroo dang cang lic cang suc 1én lam Charlie chay
ca nuwdc mat. “Chung trong c6 vé déi,” né lui lai.

“0O,” 6ng Rex dap. “Bon Dangeroo khoai nhat 1a nhdm nhap mot miéng
Thit nguwoi thom ngon do.”

Charlie tai mat. “Chuyén gi sé xay ra cho Violet?”

“Ay, dimng lo, ching thwong thich lam mém thitc dn trudc. Gidng
Dangeroo can béan la sé nhét chi may vao trong tui r6i nhdy nho6t vong
quanh mdt hoi r6i mai an thit. Ctaa khi! Violet con nam phat nita tredc khi
con quai bat n6 bat dau xoi.”

“Bat dau xoi...” Charlie thdy mudn 6i.

“San sang nao,” 6ng Rex ndi va thao cudn thirng & that lwng ra, cudn day
anh 1én mau xanh biéc. “Ta nghi ta da hinh dung dwgc chuyén dao choi cta
minh r6i. Bam vao bung ta. Bam chac vao.”

Charlie 1am y nhw thé khi 6ng Rex tung day. Sgi thitng vot ra khéi tay
ong nhu mot tia sét va nut thong long & dau day quan gon vao c6 con
Dangeroo gan nhat - mot con dac biét cao 16n c6 con mat phdi mau trang

duc mu mu.

“Tém duwgc roi!”
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Con Dangeroo vot len khong, 6ng Rex cung Charlie bi giat theo n6 nhw
mot cai lon thiéc budc vao thanh gidm soc xe hoi. Gia téc khién hai nguoi
muon ngdp thd. Trong khi ban vot 1én khong, Charlie sttng sot nhan ra ho
dang & cao biét bao - Vong Pau ctia Am Ti trai dai phia dudi nhw mot tim
bat trdi da ngoai mau xanh lam. Mat n6 dot nhién bi hut t&i nhitng tia Itva
tim ruwc chdp tat nhw dom dém.

Nhirng cdnh cong , n6 strng s6t hiéu ra. Nhitng ngon lira tim kia la nhitng
cdnh céng do nhitng dira tré bi dc méng tao ra!

“Bam chac vao!” ong Rex quat khi con Dangeroo lwon trd lai mat dat vai
toc do ghé hon. “Nguy nhat la ldc nay day.”

Charlie siét chdt tay quanh héng 6ng Rex trong khi 6ng quay cuong lan
theo sgi day tién lai gan con Dangeroo, da dé tém lay cai lung 16ng 14 hoi
ham ctia né. Con quai vat ha xuéng mat dat citng danh sam mat cai, hat hét
phan lyc vao doi chan nhw céi pit-tong cta né. R6i n6 lai phong vé phia
tredc, ban vot 1én khong mot lan nita. Khi do, ong Rex beén giat sgi day
thong long anh lira xanh, lam con quai vat phai hd hoc mém dé thé.

“Chu lam gi thé?” Charlie la lén.

“Phai tri n6, cho n6 biét ai la sép & day, nhw thuan héa mdt con ngua
hoang vay.”

Con Dangeroo giang lai sgi day, nhao xudng mat dat nhuwng lan nay kém
ngoan muc hon. N6 loang choang vai buéc vé trudc va roi lay lai thé ding.
Charlie van hét sttc 6m 1ay Rex trong khi 6ng cao b6i nay siét cang sgi
thung.

“Pau hang di, con vat thoi tha! May khong thang dwgc tay nay dau!”

Soi thong long kéu xéo xéo quanh c6 con quai vat va Charlie ngwi thay
mui 16ng chay khét. Con Dangeroo 16ng 1én, c6 hat ho vang di nhung 6ng

Rex khong chiu thua.

“May dau hang chwa?” 6ng quat.
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Con Dangeroo gam gtr, ngoai c6 co tap chan ong cao boi. Rex tung mot
da vao miii n6 va siét sgi thong long chat thém.

“Tao bao, may chiu thua chva ?”
Cudi cung con quai ngirng chong cu.

“Co thé chit,” ong Rex dung cang tay lau 16p mo hoi béng ngdi trén 16ng
may. “Nao, Violet di huwéng nao?”

Charlie chi tay.

“Thé thi ta di citu né théi! Hay-a !” 6ng d4 manh vao swon con
Dangeroo.

Con quai vat ban lén khéng nhw dan trai pha va vot theo céi con da bat
Violet. Hai ma Charlie phong 1én va hoi thd mac lai trong nguc khi con quai
vat bay vot lén troi, tiép theo la cdm gidc khong trong lwc khién bung da
Charlie nhon nhao khi con quai ha xuéng. Khoang cach gitta hai con thu thu
hep lai cho t6i khi cudi cung ching da nhdy canh nhau.

“Violet!” Charlie gao lén. “Khong sao chit?”

Violet c6 lach dau ra khoi nép da ngat thd trén bung con quai vat.
“Charlie! T¢ phai lam sa0?”

“Ctt bam chac vao! Bon t& dén citu cau day!”
“Tuyét. Bang cach nao?”
Charlie nhan ra minh chang biét lam gi ca.

“Nao, san sang nhé, nhéc,” 6ng Rex néi. “Ngay khi ta buéng thong long
la con Dangeroo nay sé hat vang ching ta ra ngay day.”

“Y cht 1a sao? Xong minh ci? ngd xudng thé thdi a?”

“Tat nhién la khong! Ké hoach kiéu gi ma ngé ngan thé chi¥?” 6ng Rex
ddo mat. “Khong, khi bi hat vang ra, ta sé nhdy sang lung con Dangeroo
dang gitt Violet.”
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“Nhung néu trugt thi sao? DAy gan nhw la mot ct nhay bat kha thi!”

“DPo la ly do tai sao ci nhay ay lai la thit rat hoan hdo cho mot Chién binh
Trir Ta. Cac Phap su Khai cong dung noéi sg hai dé m¢é cong nhung gisi Trie
Ta ching ta dung long can ddm kiéu truyén thong dé thwc hién cong viéc.
bién mot cai la chi may chi cé thé can dam khi d6i mdt vGi diéu gi do
khién chi may s¢ mat ca via, thé nén thach do cang dang so thi ta lai cang
manh mé hon khi thuwc hién no.”

No6i doan 6ng ndi long niat thong long trén ¢6 con Dangeroo roi cung
Charlie nhdy vot vao khong trung. Ho nhao xu6ng khi con Dangeroo bat
Violet vot 1én, gan dén noi Charlie c6 thé cam thdy I6p 16ng tho citng cua
con quai vat quét vao ma né. Rex quang day thong long quanh c6 con quai
vat. N6 giat phang ho 1én manh dén néi Charlie chi kip nam 14y that lung da
cua ong Rex.

“E, ditng tut quan ta cht, thing nhéc nay!”
“Chau c6 mudn thé dau, nhung ma chau sap tudt tay roi!”
“Nao, bam cho chac di! Ta phai 16i con vat nay xuéng dat...”

Vi Charlie bam theo sau, ong Rex du theo sgi thong long lén lvng con
Dangeroo va siét chat thém. Con quai ao 1én va tdp manh, nhung chi khién
ong thém quyét tam.

“May khong thang dugc tran nay dau cung al!”

Cudi cung con Dangeroo thoi khong c6 can nita va Charlie c6 thé thay y
chi chién dau da khong con trong mat con quai ay.

“N6 dang chiu thua ro6i!”

“M6i bat dau thoi,” ong Rex dap, “ta van chwa thang dau. Khong sao
chi, Violet?”

“... khong... thd... dugc...” con bé hon hén, giong nghet di. Cai tai da da
khép chdt qua dau con bé, va Charlie trong thdy hinh dang ban minh dang
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giay giua bén trong.

“Dung lo!” Charlie hét 16n. “Bon t@ sé€ dwa cau ra ngay bay gio, ching ta
kiém soat dugc tinh hinh r6i!”

Dot nhién ho nghe thdy mot tiéng rit dit ton tir dau do trén cao. Charlie
ngoai nhin ra sau va thdy mét con Doi Am Ti khéng 16 tit trén trdi cao dang
phéng vut xuong, déi canh da to rong vo dién cuong.

“Qi, khong...” 6ng Rex rén 1én khi con vat bay quéi di givong mé méng
vuot ban thiu ctia n6 vo lay dau con Dangeroo. Con Dangeroo giat lén roi
run ban bat khi con doi quap lay né - cung véi nhitng hanh khach xui xéo
bat dac di - mang 1én khong trung.

“Nay nhéc!” 6ng Rex hét. “KHONG BAO GIO néi ‘ta da kiém soét dugc
tinh hinh’ cho tGi khi TA THUC SU DA KIEM SOAT PUQC TINH HINH
nghe chwa!”

“Chau xin 10i,” Charlie néi ro6i rut thanh kiém anh xanh caa minh ra.
“Cai do dung dé lam chuyén quy quai gi vay?”

“Violet dang ngat thd. Ta phai lam gi do chw.”

“Lam gi? Ta dang & cach mat dat ca dam!”

Pting vay. Con Doi Am Ti di dwa ho 1én cao dén ndi Charlie c6 thé nhin
thdy ca nim vong cia Am Ti trdi ra bén dwdi nhw cai ban cd ghé ron nhat
tren doi.

“Chu da bao chau l1a ké hoach bat kha thi 1a loai ké hoach hoan hdo danh
cho gi6i Tru Ta phai khong a?” Charlie hoi.

“Pung, nhwng nhéc a, ta c6 hoi cuwong diéu day!”

“Xin 16i, chau khong nghe thay phan sau.”

Charlie vung kiém mot vong, cat cut vuot cia con doi. Con vat c6 canh
ru len dau don khi con Dangeroo - cung vdi Charlie, Rex va Violet - nhao
xudng cac tang da xa xa bén dudi.
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"“"Dopey 1a chd lin tt, va ngdc nghéch nhét trong s bay chi lun.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG BA - AM MUU HIEM BOC

Charlie nghe thdy tiéng vun vut ctia gié thoi budt qua mat. Cai nén kho
citng ctia Am Ti dang 1én d6n moi ngudi bing mot téc do khiép dam, va né
biét rang néu dap vao do thi than thé cua tat ca sé ban tung tée khap Vong
bau.

“Néu chi may c6 ké hoach gi,” ong Rex thét lén, “thi day la lic qua
chuan dé hanh dong roi do!”

Charlie qua dd cé ké hoach, nhung do lai 1a mot ké hoach bat mang.

N6 nham mat, dang canh tay phdi ra va bat dau triéu tdp mot canh cong.
Lita tim chay qua ngudi no, va ding lic 6ng Rex, no, va Violet sap stta dam
sam vao bé mat thiéu vang si song nhw trén mat trang, mét canh cong bong
bat m@ ra phia dwéi. Tat ca cung nhao qua coéng r6i roi um xudng cai ho boi
nwoc tu dong den ngom ngay truéc nha Dora.

Con Dangeroo lanh tron cui va dap. Charlie cam thay khung swon ctia con
qudi ay gdy gion tan nhw nhitng rang lwgce nhya cli. Khoi nwdce vira bi chiém
cho lai ap vao trum kin va dan tat cd dén bam dap gitta lic ho dang quay
cuong trong phan nwdc sau cua cai hé mit mu mau luc. Chi con mot y nghi
duy nhat trong tam tri Charlie...

Violet .
Co6 bé con séng khong? Cé qua dugc cti va ddp nay khéng?

N6 cudng quit boi luén xuong duwdi va c6 maé banh cdi tdi tredc bung con
Dangeroo dé giai thoat cho ban, nhuwng chan dong ctia ct roi da lam té liét
moi co bap trén bung con vat - cai tudi bi bit lai kin mit nhw ham ngam cta
ngan hang. N6 chong chan vao nguc cia con quai bat dong réi van hét sic
lyc kéo cho cai tui maé ra - nhung hoan toan vo vong.

Violet.
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Lam on con song di...

Dot nhién mot lwdi dao mau xanh biéc choc thing 16p da bung con quai.
Charlie nhan ra Violet dang dung dao gam ctia c6 bé roc mot dwong dé
thoat khéi cai nha tu bang da thit ay. Nwdc trong hé phu nhitng bon nhay
den kit chdy ra tr vét thwong ctia con Dangeroo, nhung da c6 vii khi cta
Violet nhv mot ngon den soi 16i qua lan nwéc den ngom. Charlie véi t6i
tredc, tim lay canh tay ban ma 16i qua duwong rach trén cdi tdi cia con vat -
roi hai diva vot 1én mat ho - & do6 ca hai hit that sau lan khong khi ban dém
mat lanh ngot ngao.

“Cam on cau,” Violet néi, tay c6 bé van con nam chat trong tay Charlie.
“Khong c6 cau thi t& da chét r6i.”

“Oi, c6 gl quan trong dau,” Charlie dap, mat do bung. “Y t6 khong phai
viéc cau con song la khong quan trong. Viéc dy dit khoéat 1a rdt quan trong .
T& chi mu6n noi...”

“Moi nguoi day roi!”

Charlie quay lai va thdy Theodore tir ddy nha dang chay vé phia ching,
theo sau la Tabitha, 6ng Pinch, Dora va cha c6 bé. Theodore nhay cang lén
mung ro.

“Tao biét ngay moi ngudi thoat dwgc ma! Xuat sac! Khong nghi ngo gi
hét!”

“0, bon ta thoat dugc,” ong Rex tréo ra khoi ho va noi. “Nhung & do
cling cang lam a.”

“Thé con con qudi vat?” Dora lo lang héi.

“Chét r6i,” Charlie dap khi n6 va Violet nam 1ay tay Rex chia ra dé 6ng
kéo ca hai dira khéi ho nudc. “Anh nghi cu roi dé da giét chét n6 r6i.”

Dot nhién cai con Dangeroo bi thwong - nhwng rd rang van con song -
ban vot ra khéi lan nwéc den nhw myc, lam vang tung tée nhitng tia nwdc
hoi th6i. N6 dap xuéng canh ho, cuéng quit bo trén san gach tron bong; réi
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mat thang bang, n6 rd 1én mot tiéng va tudt tréd xudng lan nwdc den ngom.
N6 chwa kip c6 thoi gian ¢6 tron di mot 1an nita thi Tabitha da nhanh tay mé&
mot canh cong rong ngay dudi day ho. Nuéc tuon xudng do giong nhw khi
X4 cau tiéu, cudn theo con Dangeroo vé Am Ti.

Thém mot cai vay tay that nhanh ctia Tabitha, canh cong bién mat va cai
h6 can nwéc nam phoi minh yén lang.

“Gio thi né mdi chét han,” 6ng Rex ndi. “Hay it nhat cling da bién di.”
Ong quay sang Charlie. “Nay nhoc, ti gid tré di, cAm chii may néi nhitng
thir tham chi gan gan véi ‘cd roi da giét chét no’, ‘ta dang hoan toan kiém
soat tinh hinh’ hay ‘moi chuyén déu 6n’, rd chwa?”

“R0O 16i a.”

Rex nhdy mat bong dua vdi n6 trong khi Violet quy goi trudc mat Dora.

“Em khong sao chit?” Violet hoi. “Em van con sg quay vé phong ngu a?”

“Con chut chut a. Nhd em lai bi ac mong nitta thi lam sao?”

“Con durng lo,” bo c6 bé néi. “Co bd & day. Gio bo da biét c6 chuyén gi
roi, b6 s& khong dé ching hai con nita dau.” Ong dap dap cay giy béng
chay vao long ban tay to béo.

“Bon chi thinh thoang cling sé ghé cho em,” Violet ndi thém va vuot mai
toc nhw lua ctia c6 bé nhé. “Mot ngay gan day em sé da 16n dé vao hoc tai
Hoc vién thoi ma. Em c6 muon thé khong?”

Dora gat dau. “Em muon duwgc nhw tat ca cac anh céac chi.”
“Ct vao Hoc Vién, roi em sé dugc nhu thé.”
“Vang a.”

Charlie ty hoi khong hiéu Kha nang cia Dora r6i sé dwa con bé theo con
duwong kho s& nao day... Con bé sé thanh Chién binh Trir Ta va dung kha
nang cua minh dé danh lai nhitng quai vat trong nhitng con 4c méng? Hay
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sé lam mot Phap sw Khai cong, triéu tap nhitng noéi s¢ to 16n nhat, ma& cac
canh cong dé di tdi sy bao tan khing khiép cia Am Ti?

Du thé nao thi né ciling théng cdm véi con bé. N6 hiéu sy khé khan dén
tan nhan ma con bé phai trai qua, khi con nhé tu6i nhw vy ma ci phai lo s¢
nhitng diéu kinh hai do chinh minh lam cho xuét hién vao ban dém, khi chi
c6 mot minh trong bong toi.

“Thoi, ta nghi chiing ta da da kich tinh cho mot ngay roi day,” Tabitha
mim cuwdi. C6 quay sang Charlie va dam ban cua né. “DPong y khong nao...
cac Addy?”

“Theodore Dagget - mét Addy!” thang nhoc gay nhom kéu 1én. “Dé
chinh 1a tén cta t6i - ndi gi thi noi, cling sé la nhw thé!”

“Khong nhanh thé dau,” 6ng Pinch noi. “Néi cho chinh xac thi cac nguoi
van chwa qua dugce ky kiém tra, cac nguoi da bam coi bao dong.”

“Vang, ding,” Charlie dap, “nhung bdi vi Violet sap chét dén noi.”

“Ngay ca nhw vay, d6 van la mét truong hgp pham quy ro rang. Mot
Addy chan chinh luén cé nang lyc hoan chuyén hoan canh ma khong can
nguoi lén giup sire.”

“Qi, thoi di!” 6ng Rex gam lén. “Dirng c6 16 bich thé chiz. Ky thi dit ra
nham kiém tra bon tré c6 thé xtt ly dugc vai con quai Hang 1 hay khong -
chtt dau phai bon Hang 4! Ma bon Hang 4 dang lam cai tro gi ¢ Vong 1
Vay?”

“Viéc do6 hoan toan khong phdi van dé ta dang néi.”

“Khong,” Tabitha néi. “Rex noi dung. Viéc dé chinh la van dé - va that ra
la diéu duy nhéat c6 van dé & day. Tai sao bon sinh vat Hang 4 lai c6 mat &
do6 chit? Trudc day ta chwa hé thay chuyén nay.”

“Khong chi c6 vay,” Charlie thém vao, “bon quai vat Am Ti thuwong thoat
khoi d6 dé mo 1én Mat dat, ding khéng a? Thé nhung con nay khong lam
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nhv vay. N6 tir Am Ti dén, tém lay Violet r6i quay vé lai Am Ti.” Charlie
nhtn vai. “Chang c6 nghia ly gi ca. N6 tinh dem Violet di dau chi?”

“P¢ chinh x4c la diéu t¢ da ty hoi khi & trong tdi ctia n6,” Violet noi.
Moi nguoi déu quay sang co bé.
“Ro6i con Dangeroo noéi sao?” 6ng Rex nhac.

“Kho hiéu lam a, giong n6 nghe toan la gam véi gir... nhung nghe c6 vé
nhuw n6 dang dwa em dén cho ‘Ké Gac buong’.”

Ong Rex, dng Pinch va Tabitha liéc nhau véi 4nh mét lo au.

“Em chac chan né da néi la ‘Ké Gac Buwong’ chit?” Tabitha hoi.

Violet nhudn vai. “Kha chac a.”

Ké Gac Duong la cai quy gi chi? Charlie nghi bung. Va tai sao moi
nguoi dot ngét héa ra nghiém trong dén thé?

“Ai cha,” 6ng Rex thét 1én. “Cac nguoi ciing nghi diéu ta dang nghi day
chi?”

Tabitha gat dau. “Ta nén bao cho c¢6 hiéu trwédng ngay lap tic.”

Co bat dau mé cong.

“Qua ding 1a c6 1y do dé ma lo ngai,” hiéu trwéng Hoc vién Ac mong 1én
tiéng sau khi nghe Charlie ké lai nhitng diéu da xdy ra. Ba lo dang vuot ve
con Snark cung dang bam vao lan can go & ting dudi phong lam viéc am
cing va bay bién rat thodi mai cta ba.

“Vay co nghi sao?” 6ng Rex hoéi. “Co nghi bon Named ditng dang sau vu
nay?”

Hiéu tredng gat dau. “Gan nhw chac chan la vay. Slagguron va Tyrannus
tir bao thé ky nay da cé thoat khéi Am Ti. Néu bon chiing dang 1am diéu ma
ta cho la ching dang lam, thi thé nao r6i ching ciing tim dwgc cach.”
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“ Slagguron va Tyrannus?” Charlie hoi. Cé lan né da nghe hai cai tén nay
chinh tir miéng hiéu trwdng noéi ra. Sdu thang tredc nd da doi mat véi
Barakkas va Verminion - hai trong s6 bén gi Chiia Named ctia Am Ti - va
tron thoat trong dudng to ké toc cung mang song ctia chinh minh, cac ban,
va b6 me. Barakkas va Verminion da 1én dwgc mat dat nhung né biét hai
Chtia Named con lai - Slagguron va Tyrannus - van con bi giam hdm & Am
Ti, noi dé ching dang song trong cac cung dién tam t6i va xa hoa.

“Bon Named ay sé lam gi néu 1én dwoc mat dat a?” Violet hoi.
“Trieu tap Ké Thit Nam,” Charlie khé dap.

Chi nghi vay théi ma n6 da cam thay lanh buét ca tim. Méi Chtia Named
déu s hitu mét mén Tao tadc cia Am Ti - v6i Barakkas, dé 1a mot chiéc
vong kim loai khong 16 ma ga deo trén c6 tay; con véi Verminion thi dé la
mot chiéc kiéng day deo quanh c¢6. Charlie khong biét hai ga Chtia Named
con lai s& hitu mén gi nita, nhung né biét, khi ca bon da cung 1én dugc mat
dat, chiing c6 thé lién két sit dung cac mén Tao tac dé triéu tap mot thit ma
chung goi la ‘Ké The Nam’.

“Nhung chinh xac thi n6 la cai gi?” Violet hoi.

“ Chuing ta van chwa r6,” hiéu tredng dap. ”Nhung néu bon Named mu6n
triéu tdp noé tbi day, thi d6 chac phai 1a mot con quai vat hung ac khong
twong twong noi.”

“Thé thi ta sé danh cho né khoc nhw khi luén!” Theodore budt miéng.

Moi ngudi déu quay lai nhin thang bé.

“Thoi, khoa cai miéng vo duyén nay lai,” Theodore guwgng gao cudi. No
gia vo lam dong tac kéo day kéo qua hai moi roi quang chia khéa di.

“Toan bo ké hoach nay cta ching,” hiéu tredng noi, “tuy thudc vao kha
ning Slagguron va Tyrannus cé thé thoat ra khéi Am Ti d& nhap bon v&i

Barakkas va Verminion trén mat dat dwgc hay khong. Ngay bay gio, Ké
Gac Puong la thit duy nhat c6 thé ngan khong dé chuyén do6 xay ra.”
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“Ké Gac buong la cai gi a?” Charlie hoi.

“ Po 1a mot sinh vat rat phi thwong, cé nang lyc rat doc ddo - bat ky con
quai vat nao lai gan cting déu bi dau dén ngay tirc khac. Sinh vat nay bao vé
mot yéu diém ndm giita thé gidi cia ching ta v6i Am Ti, c6 tén goi 1a
Anomaly. Slagguron va Tyrannus dién cuong mudn qua duong dé dé 1én
mat dat, nhung chirng nao Ké Gac Buong con ¢ dé thi bon chiing khéng thé
qua dugc.”

“Piéu em khong hiéu,” Violet néi, “la tat cd nhitng thit nay thi c6 lién
quan gi tdi chuyén bon Dangeroo di bat céc tré con chit.”

Hiéu treéng quay qua co bé. “Chuyén rat don gian. Ké Gac buwong doc
hai véi lii quai vat bao nhiéu thi con ngwdi cting doc hai doi véi y bay nhiéu
- chi can con ngwdi cham vao thoi l1a da da dé giét chét y roi”.

“Va do, ching ta cho dé chinh la 1y do cta viéc 1ii Named 1én ké hoach
bat céc tré con khi ching bi &c mong,” Tabitha thém vao, “ré6i dem ching
lai gan Ké Gac buong.”

“Tat nhién roi!” Theodore thot 1én. “Roi bon tré sé chay lai Ké Gac
buong dé mong dugce bdo vé. Néu cham vao y, ching sé giét y ngay lap
titc, va Slagguron cung Tyrannus c6 thé thong dong lén 1én mat dat qua 16i

'”

Anomaly! Bung la siéu

Violet trgn mat nhin thang ban, that kinh.

“Y t& 1a siéu x4u xa va ghé tdm dy ma..., y t& 1a thé dy ma.”

“Cha, va cau héi dang gia triéu do day,” ong Rex gai gai dam rau l6m
chédm duw6i cam va noéi. “Chiung ta dd@ mudén qua chwa? Hai thang gia
Slagguron va Tyrannus kia da tiép can dugc Ké Gac Buong chwa?”

“Hay tim hiéu xem,” hiéu truéng budc ra ngay gitta phong. Ta vay trang
tha thuwét theo budc chan, lam noéi bat lan da min mang sam mau caa keo

caramen chdy. Ba gio tay phai ra. Nhitng tia Ita tim ngay titc khac reo 16p
bop qua ngwoi ba.
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“Co ay lam gi thé?” Theodore hdi.
Charlie nhun vai. “Cha biét.”

Ong Rex rtt thanh doan kiém sang loang ctia minh ra. “Tat ca nén lui lai
- ¢6 thé sé khé chiu lam day!”

Kinh nghiém cho Charlie biét rang khi 6ng Rex néi diéu gi c6 thé kho
chiu, thi chuyén doé thdt sy rat khé chiu chit chang phai dua. N6, Theodore
va Violet lui ra sau mot bivc vach.

“San sang,” hiéu tredng nodi v4i giong tram tram. Bang mat sy nhe nhang
dé dang dén kinh ngac, ba m& ra mot canh cong 16n. Qua dé, Charlie c6 thé
thay nhitng tinh thé pha lé sic nhon c6 mau nga nga, téa sang 16 md noi Am
Ti.

“Po 1a Vong 5,” Theodore thi thao. “Sao c6 ay lai mé cong tGi d6?”

Chura ai kip dap thi mot con Lw6i Bac Hang 5 da hoi ha bo qua cong vao
trong phong. N6 trong giong mot con bo cap khong 16, cai ngoi doc ctia n6
vuon cao phia trén dau san sang tan cong. Thanh doan kiém cua 6ng Rex
anh 1én mau xanh biéc khi 6ng buwdc lai phia con quai vat dé san sang chong
trd néu n6 xong tdi, nhung 6ng chwa kip lai gan thi con Lw6i Bac da ra 1én
mot tiéng dau don roi nga vat ra san phong run 1ay bay.

“Co chuyén gi thé a?” Violet hoi.

“DP6 chinh la diéu ma hao quang ctia Ké Gac Buwong tac dong lén li quai
vat Am Ti,” Tabitha dap. “Pé 1a cach ching ta dugc bao vé khoi bon chiing
- khong mot sinh vat Am Ti nao c6 thé lai gan ching ta & day, trong Hoc
vién, chirng nao Ké Gac Pudong van an toan manh khoe.”

Nhv vay lai phat sinh mot cau hoi 16n khac - hao quang cua Ké Gac
Puong bao vé Hoc vién bdng cdch ndo ? Ho khong & Am Ti va chic chin
cling chang & dau gan Ké Gac Puong - hay it nhat Charlie khdng nghft la
thé - vay thi hao quang cua Ké Gac buwong da vdi t6i ho bang cach nao?
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Trong khi Charlie dang tram ngam suy nghi vé diéu nay, 6ng Rex buéc
lai gan con Lu&i Bac dang lan 16n rén siét. Van hét sitc nang ctia minh, 6ng
x0 con quai vat tré vé Am Ti qua canh céng ma hiéu truéng dang dé ma.
Vay tay mot cai, ba dong sap ctra lai.

“Hé thong phong tha ctia Hoc vién van con manh,” ba néi, “nén ta biét
Ké Gac buong van con an toan - nhung sé khong con dwge nhuw thé 1au nita
dau. Cudi cung bon Named ciing sé dem duwgc con nguwdi dén gan y... néu ta
khong ngan chan bon ching.”

Charlie chwa kip m& miéng hoi bdng cdch nao thi mot canh céng khac da
mé& vao phong va mot nguwdi dan ong to 16n bwdc qua. Lung 6ng thang va
nguwoi ong cao cling ngang vGi thanh kiém phai hai tay m@i nang néi dang
deo @ bén hong.

“B6!” Theodore kéu 1én.

Nguoi dan ong quay lai va im lang nhin né do xét. “Theodore,” cudi
cung 6ng cat tiéng néi khong chit cam xtuc gi. “Con da 16n.”

“Cam on bd.”

“Cao hon... nhung khong to hon. Gay go nhu con thi lam sao st dung
dugce vii khi?”

Theodore tiu nghiu. “Nhung bo, bd biét con khong phdi Chién binh Trw
Ta. Con la m6t Phap su Khai cong ma, b6 khong nhé a?”

“Lam sao ma ta quén dugc co chit?” 6ng mim cwdi cirng nhac.

Cung cach cu xtt cia bé Theodore véi thang nhoc luén 1am bung Charlie
quan lai. Bung thé, Theodore khong phaéi la Chién binh Trir Ta nhw nhitng
nguoi con lai trong gia dinh Dagget, nhung no lai 1a mot Phap sw Khai cong
ctt khoi. biéu do khong cé ki 16 nao hay sao?

“biéu gi da mang 6ng dén vdi chiing ta thé, William?” hiéu trudng hoi.

“ Twdng Gagget, néu co khong phién thi xin goi nhu thé.”
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“Twdng kia a!” Theodore thét 1én. “Khdéng doi nao! Chiic mirng b6 nhé!”

“Cam on,” ong William lanh nhat dap.

“Vay chung toi giup gi dwgc ong day... thwa Twdng Dagget?” hiéu trvdng
héi.

“Giam doc Drake yéu cau trinh dién ngay lap tirc.”

“Hay tuyét. Ta ciing cé nhiéu diéu muén ban véi 6ng ta. O Am Ti dang
c6 van dé kinh khung.”

“Khong phai chi goi minh c6... ma tdt cd ,” 6ng William liéc nhin quanh
moi nguoi trong phong.

“Tuyét,” ong Rex cau nhau.” Ta chang thich gi hon la dugc diéu dén van
phong gidm doc. Lao dinh dét dit bon ta chang? Bat bon ta ditng trong goc
16p doi mii Itra trén dau chang?”

“Hay hy vong 6ng ta sé chi lam nhu thé,” 6ng William dap. “Ta khong
chac da tirng thady giam doc noi con thinh né nhw thé bao gio.”
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CHUONG BON - KE NHO LAI GIAN
DU

D 12 ngay hay dém thi Phan vién Ac mong van luén nhw thé. Khong ctia
s0 va dugc thanh trung, dé la mot noi mién man cac thiét bi dién t chép
nhay va kéu ru ru lién tuc, va hinh nhv lic nao cling day nhéc nhitng Chién
binh Tri* Ta cung nhitng Phap sw Khai cong nguwdi 16n hoi ha khac phuc
mot tham hoa hodc diéu mot con quai vat Am Ti dén mot trong hang tram
gian phong giam trong khu vyc an toan.

“Cir dé ta lo vu tro chuyén nay,” hiéu treedng noi trong khi tai tinh dan ho
di qua mot mé hoén tran nhitng hanh lang. “Chac tat ca déu da biét ngai
Giam doc c6 thé khé chiu va khé lwong ra sao r6i.”

“Em hoan toan dong y,” Theodore rén ri. “Lao dé ding la 1do khung.”

Dot nhién, mot con Phun A-xit Hang 3 do bén Chién binh Trw Ta diéu di
1ong ra dwgc khéi ro mém va phun a-xit vao toan nguwdi khi ho di ngang
qua. Tham chi khong théem ghim budc chan, hiéu trwdng nhe nhang mé mot
canh cong gitra ho vGi con quai kia, dé thit chat 1éng chay bong ctia né tuon
xuéng Am Ti ma ching giy hai gi cho moi nguwdi. Chi trong thodng chéc,
nhitng Chién binh Trir Ta da lai khong ché dugc con quai vat va hiéu
tredng dep bé canh cong.

Charlie kinh ngac, nhw n6 da phai kinh ngac khong biét bao nhiéu lan
tredc do, vé phong thai vira diing manh lai vira mau le cta ba.

“DPén ro6i,” ba néi khi ho dirng lai trwedc canh ctra thép béng loang cé ghi
hang chit, VAN PHONG GIAM DBOC - PHONG RIENG . “Nhé day, cho du
c6 chuyén gi xdy ra, ctt dé ta lo liéu.”

Giam doc ctia Phan vién Ac mong la mot nguwoi cao 16n c6 mai téc hoa
ram mau thép, rat hgp vdi déi mat xam. Ma that ra thi 1do xam xit dén noi
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gan nhw 1an khuat vao trong may bitc twong xam kim loai ctia can phong.
Nhitng ngoén tay dwgc cham chit can than go lién tuc xudng mat ban ma
crom, trong khi anh mat thi xudi theo canh miii dai va khoam, trirng tri'ng
nhin Charlie.

“ Charlie Benjamin...” giam doc cham rai néi. Ro6i: “Ta nhd.”
Mau trong nguwoi Charlie chgt nhw dong cing.
“Ong nhé sao?” né ap ung lap lai.

“Pung,” 1o dap, tan hwéng tr 4y nhw mot thanh keo cang mut manh
cang cdm nhan dwgc thém nhiéu hwong vi mdéi. “Ta nhé chinh nguwoi da dwa
tén Barakkas 1én thé gidi cia ching ta nhw thé nao, bat chap 16i canh bao vo
vong cua ta. Ta nhé da két an nguoi phdi chiu Rut Kha nang dé khong bao
gio con c6 thé gdy hai cho ching ta nita nhw thé nao. Ta nhé 1i ban bé va
gido vién cua nguwoi da ho trg nguwoi chong lai ménh Iénh truc tiép cua ta
nhu thé nao. N6i tom lai, ta nhd... tat cd .”

Charlie cdm thay nhu bi mé sang. N6 v6 cung muon ngoi xuong, kep dau
vao giita hai dau go6i, nham mat lai va vo nhw day chi la mot gidc mo khong
hay... nhung né biét lam thé ciling chang ich gi.

That khong may, tat ca nhitng 10i giam d6c néi déu ding: chinh n6 da dé
cho Barakkas 1én duwgc trén mat dat ma nhap bon v6i Verminion. Di nhién
do6 chi do tai nan ma théi. Sttc manh chwa duwgc day do cia Charlie manh
dén noi khi bi cang thang khung khiép né da vo tinh md mét canh cong vao
Vong Trong & Am Ti, va Barakkas di nhan d6 1én qua.

Va két qua la 1o giam doc da ra 1énh cho Charlie phdi bi “Rut” - cai tén
goi la lung cho mot quy trinh phau thuat man rg c6 thé twdc bo ciaa Charlie
kha nang mé& cong hodc trr ta. That ra, ong Pinch da phai chiu diéu nay, hoi
con bé, khién 6ng vé sau luon cay doc va khong con sitc manh nita. Hiéu
tredng, 6ng Rex, va Tabitha da dit khoat khong dé chuyén nhw thé xay ra
vGi Charlie, va viéc d6 da khién cho ho tré thanh dich nham ranh ranh caa
1do giam doc.
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“Cac nguoi han dang tw hoi sao ta lai nh¢ dugc, ding khéng?” giam doc
vlra néi vira ditng day, roi tir sau cai ban tién lai phia ho. Lao lua nhitng
ngon tay qua mai téc muoi tiéu bong nhay, lam thoat ra mui my pham ma
ldo dung dé chai chu6t - mui nhw hanh dao. “C6 Troi biét cac ngwoi da bat
chap moi thta doan dé khién ta quén di. ”

Cudi cung chuyén ciling dan sang to.

Bon Hag, Charlie trong bung non nao tham nghi. Ldo da biét chuyén mdy
con quy Hag ctua choén Void.

“Céac nguoi han da nghi minh thong minh lam chi gi,” giam doc noi, doi
mat hip lai chi con hai khe méng ti, “dung mu chtia quy Hag dé xda ky tc
cda ta vé tdi 10i cua cac nguoi. Cac ngwoi han phai twdng rang minh thong

»
!

minh lam. That vo cung gian xdo
“Lao dang noi cai gi thé?” Theodore thi thao.
“T& chiu,” Violet nhin vai.
Nhung chdc chan t6 thi khéng chju, Charlie chan chwong nghi.

N6 khong cé mat lic hiéu tredng, 6ng Rex va Tabitha bat céc gidm doc
va dwa lao téi ché mu chda quy, nhung né biét con quai kia da lam gi. Con
qudi ay sé giang rong doi canh bay vé phia ta, trum gon ta trong doi canh
dé, r6i nghiéng cai dau pha vay xanh luc, thoc cai Iwdi dai khung khiép qua
ritng rang 1ém chdm ma dam vao trong 16 tai, hat hét sach...

Ky trc cua ta.

Mu an ky ttc ta nhue an keo s6-c6-la, va khi mu an xong, ta sé vinh vién
khong con ky trc nita.

Ngoai trir 1an nay.

Mu chia quy Hag da hut sach tat cd moi ky ttc vé Charlie cung ban be
cta noé trong dau gidm doc Drake... nhung khong hiéu sao lao lai 14y lai
dugc chung.
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“Lam cach nao?” Charlie hoi. “Sao 6ng con nhg dwgc?”

“Nhin quanh ngwoi xem,” gidm doc khoat tay chi cac thiét bi dién ti cta
Phan vién Ac mong. “Moi thit xay ra & ddy déu dwoc ghi lai va phan loai.
Cac Uy vién Hdi dong trinh cho ta nhitng doan bang ghi hinh ay va da gidp
ta nh& dugc nhitng gi cac nguwoi, tdt cd cac nguoi da gay ra cho ta... Chi la
van dé thoi gian ma th6i.” Lao ghé nguwoi xuoéng sat dén noi Charlie nhin
thdy dugc cad nhitng bgn ca phé con dinh trén rang lao. “Hay cac nguoi
twong ta khong bao gio kham pha ra?”

“DPuong nhién chung toi da tién liéu la ong sé kham pha ra chw,” hiéu
tredng dap, lam Charlie giat cA minh. N6 quén mat la ba ciing dang cé mat
trong phong.

“Va cac nguoi da cé ké hoach gi tiép theo?”

“Gl co, thi mang 6ng quay lai cho 14 Hag, tat nhién roi. Lai huat sach ky
’c cia 6ng... nhw ching t6i van lam.”

“Nhu cac nguoi van...” khuén mat 1do giam doc dot ngot tai xam nhu tro.
Toéc mudi tiéu, mat xam, va gio la sac mat cling xam ngat, lao giong nhw
nguoi thiéc trong mdt phién ban ghé rgn nao khac cia Phu thily xi Oz .
“Nguoi khong that sy co y...”

“Qi, 6ng Reginal,” hiéu truéng ngit 10i. “Hin dng khong nghi day 1a lan
dau tién ong nhd ra day chi? H6i dong vi c6 gi ma lai phai chd dén sau
thang md&i cho 6ng xem cac doan bang ghi lai nhitng xung dot gitta ching ta
co chit? Ho da lam ngay tirc khac, va tat nhién, ching téi cling ngay tic
khac dwa 6ng trd lai cho lii Hag dé x6a ky wc.”

“Cai gi?” giam doc ha hoc mom va Charlie suyt, suyt chut nita , cdm thay
hoi t0i nghiép cho lao. “Cac nguoi da dé cho... con quai dé... tw tung ty tac
v6i ta bao nhiéu lan?”

Hiéu tredng tram ngam ngo di cho khac. “Ta ciing khong chac. Rat kho
theo doi...”
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“Bay lan,” 6ng Rex nhan nha néi. “It nhét thi d6 1a s6 1an ma t6i nhé.”
“Bay lan,” hiéu tredng gat dau qua quyét dong y. “Nghe ding roi day.”
“Cac nguoi da lam thé vdi ta tdi... bay lan?”

“Pung, chung tdi chan ngdy viéc ay roi, va t6i chac la 6ng cling thé. That
khong may, con thinh nd cia 6ng doi véi Charlie da khién viéc ay thanh ra
can thiét. RO rang day la van dé can phai gidi quyét cho t&i ngon nganh,
nhwng bay gio chwa phai ldc - chiing ta con c6 nhitng van dé cap bach hon
can xt ly. C6 chuyén tai hoa tiém tang dang xdy ra ¢ Am Ti. Ké Gac
buong...”

“Ta co6c quan tam dén Ké Gac Puong!” giam doc Drake nat ngang. “Ta
chi quan tdm dén chuyén nhin thay tat cd cac nguoi phai hitng chiu hinh
phat xitng dang!”

Va khong néi thém mot 16i nao, 1ao tho tay xuéng gam ban nhan mit. Cac
ngon dén doé bit dau chdp 16e khip Phan vién Ac mong trong khi coi béo
dong ha am 1.

“Lao nhan bao dong r6i!” Violet hét 16n. “Ching ta bi bat mat!”

“0, ta hy vong thé,” gidm déc dap. “Nhung ché lo, co gai bé bong a... Ta
sé gia an dwa c0 téi phong Phé bé cong luc cudi cung .”

“Pé chau tinh s6 13o,” Theodore gao 1én va nhao vé phia ldo giam ddc,
nhung Charlie da gitt no lai.

“Yén nao, ch6i non,” 6ng Rex noi va thao cudn thirng khoéi that lung.
“Khong c6 chuyén gi dau, tin ta di.” Ong quay sang Tabitha. “M& mot canh
cong dugc khong, em yéu?”

“Té6i dau?”

“Gi, tGi cho bon Hag, tat nhién ro6i.”

Giam doc Drake loang choang thoi lui, tay vin vao mép ban cho khéi
nga. “Khong... thé nay la phan loan.”
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“Lan nao lao cling ndi nhw thé, nhi?” 6ng Rex cuwdi khung khuc. R6i 6ng
vung nhanh c6 tay, ngon roi vit qua phong doc sach va quan quanh nguc
giam doc Drake, siét hai canh tay lao chdt vao hai bén swon.

“Pi nao, 6ng ban. Ong c6 hen vdi mot 6 nang xinh dep lam dé.”

Mu chta quy Hag dang gam moéng chan thi nhém nguwdi mé cong tién
vao gian phong khiéu vii to twdng trong tda dinh thy tiéu diéu ctia mu & Am
Ti. Tt trén chiéc ngai ban thiu, mu liéc mat ngé ho nhwng van tiép tuc gam
cai méong day com ngoan c6 nhu thé sy xuat hién cia todn nguwoi chang hé
khién mu ngac nhién. Vai con Hag khac mac nhitng chiéc do vii hoi do day
dang ditng hau, chai mai téc réi bu nhép nhap cia mu bang nhitng chiéc
lwgc bac dep dé.

“Troi,” Theodore ndi va nhin quanh hai hung. “Noi nay kinh qua!”
“Pung thé,” Violet nhat tri.

“Bon ta lai dén r6i day,” ong Rex néi va giat 1ao giam doc ra dang tredc
bang mot sgi thirng.

Mu quy chia cudi cung ciing dit dugc cadi méng chan vo cung phién
phttc kia ra r6i phun né bay ngang qua phong vd&i mét lwc dang né. Cai
mong hinh trang khuyét mau vang citng danh cam phap vao bé goé cham tr6
dep dé bén trén chiéc 10 swdi khong 16 nhuw mot cai phi tiéu.

“Pung la cac nguoi da dén,” mu liém d6i moi den si va noi. “Va ta thay
cac nguoi cling mang ca ldo giam doc trd lai niva.”

“Dung thé,” hiéu tredng noi va budc lai gan cai hinh nhan ky quai cé
dang dap dan ba kia va dap. “Hy vong mu dang doi.”

“Luc nao ta cha...” mu chda quy dap, réi ri 1én dau dén. “Nguwoi giat cho
roi ha!” mu rit 1én va quay sang con quy Hag bén trai minh.

Bang mot cai vung méng vuot, mu chiia quy da cat phang dau con quai
no. Chat dich den ngom phun 1én thanh voi trong khi con quy chét khuyu
xuong san, danh roi chiéc lvgc bac kéu lanh canh.
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“That la...” mu Chuia Quy no6i, kem mot cai thd dai ghée todm trong khi xoe
doi canh da bay 1én khong, cuon bui mu 1én khién gian phong trong giong
nhw mot canh dong c6 Texas. “Chang thé nao tim dwgc mot con phuc vu tot
nita r6i. Ngwoi van xin ching hdy diu dang nhung ltic nao ching cling gay
that vong. Ta la mot canh hoa méong manh ma, cac nguoi cling biét r6i con
gL.”

“Va la mot canh hoa xinh dep nita chiz,” 6ng Rex noi 10i va tang cho mu
nu cuoi twoi nhat.

“ O nha nguoi,” con quai vat dap lai v&i mot tiéng cwdi khic khich.
Tiéng cwoi dy lam Charlie dau ca rudt. “Van mai la ké di mé hodc nguwoi ta
th6i.”

“T6i chi thay thé nao ndi thé ay th6i ma, thwa c6.”

“Co!” mu chuia quy ru lén. “Ta thich vay d6. Nguoi c6 chac la sé khong
cho ta ném qua chiat mui vi nhitng ky tc ngon lanh ma ngwoi dang khéa kin
bén trong cai so dep trai nay khong? Mot chut keo ngot trong qua khi
chang han?”

Mu lvgn lai phia 6ng Rex va luét doi moi den si qua hai vanh tai ong.

“Nu hon dau chang han?” mu tho thé tém lgm.

“E rang ta con c6 chuyén khan cap hon thé,” hiéu tredng noi.

“Oi, nguoi khong dinh bét ta hut ky @c cta cai di hai cii gi kia nita day
ch#?” mu chtia Hag hat dau vé phia gidam doc Drake. “Ta khong lam nita
dau. Long cam ghét thang bé cua lao nhat nhéo lam r6i. D6 la ky e cta
mot ky trc vé mot ky rc. Du sao bay gio 1do cling chang con ghét thang bé
do nita roi - 1o chi biét 1a 130 1€ ra phai ghét thoi.”

Charlie quay sang giam doc. “That thé a?”

“Puong nhién la khong!” giam doc cau kinh dap. Roi hinh nhw 130 nhén
ra minh dang tranh cai dé ung ho viéc cho con quai vat hut mat ky c cta
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minh. “Y ta 1a... khong phai chuyén ndy di qua xa roi sao? C6 lya chon khac
chang?”

“0, hoan toan nhat tri thoi,” hiéu tredng noi. “Ta cling rat muon két thic
cai chuyén dién r6 nay. Nhu ta da néi, chiing ta con nhiéu chuyén cap bach
hon can lam - van dé sinh ti. Cé 1é day la thoi diém... dinh chién.”

“Pinh chién...” giam doc lap lai. “Pung. C6 1é nhu thé la khon ngoan. Vi
lgi ich t6t nhat cho tat ca.”

Nhung lao chwa kip thot thém dwge mot 10i nao nita thi mat dat dudi
chan ho chot rung chuyén dit doi. Thoat dau Charlie ngd la dong dat, nhung
c theo vé kinh hdi tran ngdp déi mat cia mu chiia quy thi n6 hiéu chuyén

con khing khiép hon nhiéu.

“Khong...” mu dap d6i canh manh mé, nang ngwoi 1én cao. “Han tdi gan
r6i.”
“Han?” Charlie hoi.

Nhitng ctra s6 kinh mau trong phong khiéu vii rung ban bat, trong khi
tiéng am 1 doi moi ltic mot manh 1én va nhw c6 mot con séng khong 16 day
1én bén dwéi dinh thy, lam cai san lat da c6 néi vong 1én.

Mot thit gi d6 khong 16 dang di chuyén trong long dat dudi chan ho.

Thit gi dé khong 16 va ghé gém.

Moi ngudi bi hat ngd xudng san trong khi nhitng chum den bi tung ra
khoi cdc mdc trén tran va roi xuéng am am nhu nhitng qua bom thay tinh.

“Che mat lai!” 6ng Rex hét 1én.

Charlie cung cac ban lam theo - vira kip tranh khoi bi nhitng manh vun
dam mu mat. Chang mdy choc, tiéng am am dit doi tw t* nho dan va moi
nguwoi da c6 thé ding day. Mat dat dudi chan ho giat thém mét lan... hai
lan... roi cudi cung lang yén.

“Cai gi thé a?” Violet hdi sau mot choc, pha v su yén lang.
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“DP6 1a,” mu chia quy dap trong khi van luwgn 16 trén khong, “Slagguron
do.”

“Tén Named thit Ba,” hiéu tredng noéi nhé, dwa mat nhin canh thiét hai to
16n ma con quai vat da gay ra khi chi méi di qua gdn dé . Bé 1a mot trong
s0 it Ian hiém hoi Charlie thay ba r6 la bi séc.

“Ga di chuyén trong long dat?” Tabitha hoi.

“Nguoi khong biét sao?” mu chia Hag ngac nhién that sy.

“Bon ta chwa tirng thay ga,” giam doc Drake cudi cung ciling van ngudoi
thoat dugc khéi cay roi ctia Rex. “Di nhién c6 nghe 10i don dai... mdt trong
sO nhitng 101 don d6 néi rang ga giong nhw mot con giun khong 16 bo trong
V6 Am Ti... nhung thdng tin ndy chwa hé dugc x4c nhan.”

“Vay coi nhw chiing da dwgc xac nhan.” Mu quy chda ha xudng mat dat
g0 ghé. “Dao gan day ga hoat dong rat ac, dao ham luén lach khap noi &
Am Ti. Trwdc day gi chwa hé lang thang ra khéi cung dién ctia g & Vong
Trong.” Mu mim cuwdi bi hiém. “Nhung di nhién c6 rat nhiéu diéu ky quai &
duwéi Am Ti, nhét 1a dao sau nay.”

Ngay ltc ay, mot tiéng ri xé toang khong khi véi cwong do manh dén noi
cac ctra sO kinh mau déu no6 tung vi chan dong. Mot am thanh nghe hét nhw
tiéng dong co phan lyc gam 1én moi lic mot gan.

“Nhin kia!” Theodore hét 1én va chi tay. “Thit do that ky quac!”

Qua 6 ctra s6 v&, Charlie nhin thdy mot vét vang trén bau trdi, chap chon
choi loi trén nén con 16¢ xo0dy dé ryc cia Vong Trong & phia xa xa.

“Tyrannus,” hiéu trwedng thi thao. “Tén Named thit Tw ddy.”

Vét vang di chuyén qua bau khong khi khac la cia Am Ti véi téc do kinh
nguoi, va Charlie cé thé nhan ra mot hinh béng hao hao nhu loai doi - ga
bay nhanh dén néi né chi c6 thé thdy mot cai bong nhoe nhoe. Thé r6i, lai
c6 tiéng ra nhw lan trwdc, choi tai dén noi Charlie cam thay xwong c6t minh
rung 1én. Con quai bay vang rirc gam ra phia trén, lam rung chuyén ca thé
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gidi bang sdm sét va dap vun nat nhitng manh kinh da v& thanh mot thi bot
min.

“Cai quy gi dang xdy ra quanh day vay?” 6ng Rex that kinh “Truwdc tién
la Slagguron, r6i t¢i Tyrannus. Bon Named chwa bao gio hanh dong thé
nay!”

Mot tiéng n6 khung khiép xé toac khong gian khi Tyrannus quay vong
trd lai va vot 1én cao bén trén dinh thy tiéu diéu cta bon quy Hag.

“THANG ROI!” ga ré 1én bing giong lanh lanh dién dai. “Cac quai vat
ctia Am Ti, HAY VUI MUNG DBI! Ta dd CHIEN THANG! Ga Gac Buong
da bi TIEU DIET, va gi® day ta sé tha ho VUI!”

“Khong...” Tabitha ha h6c moém.

“Pay chinh la diéu ta van e sg,” hiéu tredng quay sang giam doéc Drake,
“Ta phai dén cho Ké Gac Bwong ngay lap tic.”

“Em sé di v&i co,” Tabitha noi.
“Tinh lu6n ca em nita,” 6ng Rex nédi. “Kiéu gi thi co cling phai dwa em di
ong chi Tabitha, “khong thé xa ‘minh’ qua lau

5

cung. Cong chua day...’
dwoc dau.”

“Thoi di.”

Hiéu tredng lac dau. “Rat tiéc. Ta tran trong nhitng dé nghi do, cua ca
hai, nhung ta phai di m6t minh. Cac c6 cau chwva titng dén gan Ké Gac
Puong - nhung ta thi da. Ta da twng trdi qua nhiéu ngay dai véi sinh vat
mong manh do. Ta biét rd nhitng van dé riéng ctia 6ng ta... ca nhitng khao
khat ky di ctia 6ng ta... va ta biét cach cuwong lai.”

“Ba dién roi, ba Brazenhope,” giam doc Drake khit mii. “Néu Ké Gac
Puong da yéu di hodc dang hap héi, thi ai biét c6 bao nhiéu quai vat Am Ti
c6 thé dang xim xit quanh d6? Néu rui c6 chién dau thi cang dong cang
manh chit sao.”
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Hiéu trwdng lac dau. “Pay khong phdi la mot cudc chién sitc manh, 6ng
Reginald a, ma la cudc chién ctua sy khén khéo va tinh vi. Hon nita, tat ca
moi nguwdi sé tham gia mot nhiém vu gian nan hon nhiéu. Ta e rang da dén
lic phai thi hanh m6t ké hoach ma ta da vo cung mu6n tranh.”

Ba lan lugt nhin tttng nguwdi, anh mat v6 cung nghiém trong.

“Moi nguoi phéi bat dau tién hanh Xam chiém Phan vién th6i.”
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CHUONG NAM - XAM CHIEM PHAN
VIEN

Dinh Cao 1y cta Phan vién Ac mdng chat nich nhitng nguoi 12 ngudi.
Céc Chién binh Trir Ta va Phap suw Khai cong treéng thanh nhdp nhom
khong yén trén ghé ngoi, roi tat ca im ldng khi giam déc 1én buc.

“Ta vita c6 mét... cam két... v@i hiéu trudng Hoc vién,” 1ao ndi, sau khi
tang hang mot tiéng. “Va hai bén da dat dwgc mot thoa thuan. Hién tai dang
c6 mot cudc dinh chién, lién quan dén chuyén Charlie Benjamin.”

Charlie bit rit ngo ngudy trén ghé khi tat cd dam nguwdi 16n déu xoay
sang cang thang nhin né.

“MAy nguoi nhin gi chi?” Theodore trgn mat lai vGi bon ho. “Pay c6
phai ganh xiéc dau?”

bam nguoi 16n ben ngo di noi khac.

“Do c6 nhitng chuyén bién méi dang ngai, nén tat ca nhitng ai c6 lién
quan dén hanh kiém xau ctia Charlie Benjamin trong qua kh tiv day sé
duwgc an x4, viéc nay don dwong cho ching ta cung &ng ph6 v6i moi de doa
16n nhat ma ctia ching ta tir treede tdi nay.”

Giam doc Drake bat dau di di lai lai.

“Thwa quy 6ng, quy ba, cé chuyén rat khac thuong dang xay ra noi Am
Ti va ching ta phai hanh dong ngay titc khac, bang khong sé lam vao mét
cudc chién mang lai nhitng hau qua khon lwong. Ching ta c6 ly do dé tin
rang Ké Gac Puwong hién da suy yéu, va rang Slagguron cung Tyrannus
trong nay mai c6é thé thoat ra dé nhap bon véi Barakkas cling Verminion
trén mat dat nay. Ta khong can phai nhac cho quy vi nhé rang néu ching
thanh cong thi bon tén Named sé c6 thé st dung cac Tao tac cua ching dé
triéu tap Ké Thit Nam. Néu diéu d6 xay ra thi bon quai vat Am Ti s& bit dau
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mot cudc cong kich quy mo vao thé gigi ching ta - trir phi ching ta ngan
chan dvgce chung. That khong may, chung ta khong co6 lwa chon nao ngoai
viéc thuc hién mot ké hoach ma chiing ta luén hy vong tranh dwoc - ‘Xam
chiém Phan vién’.”

Lao quay sang William dang ding canh minh trén buc. “Twéng Dagget?
Vui long nhan nhiém vu.”

Ong Rex rén 1én. “Oi thdi di ch. Lai bé nhiém tén ngéc nay sao?” Diing
lic dy 6ng nhan ra Theodore dang ng6i bén canh. “Xin 16i nhoc,” 6ng Rex
ndi tiép, c6 hoi swgng sung. “Ta biét do la b6 chi may, nhung chuyén
William va ta khéng thuan nhau ciing chang phai la diéu gi bi mat nita.”

“Khong sao a,” Theodore dap. “Bd con chau ciing thé thoi.”

Tuwéng William buéce ra tredc khan dai va diém tinh dwa mat quan sat doi
Chién binh Trtr Ta cung Phap sw Khai cong tu tap trudc mat.

“Néu ca bon tén Named déu thoat dwgc 1én mat dat thi chi c6 mot cach
duy nhat ngan bon ching két hgp cac Tao tac véi nhau dé triéu tap Ké thiy
Nam ma thoi.”

Ong dadm dam nhin ho mot cach lanh lung.

“MGt trong bon tén Named phai chét.”

Can phong lang di nhv mét ndm md. Charlie thdm chi con khong chac
minh nghe c6 nham hay khong nita.

“Nhung lam sao ma dwgc chit?” cudi cung mot nguwdi hét 1én.
“Chung ta lam gi c6 ctra dau lai mot tén Named!” mdat ké khac noi.

Thé 1a nhu cra cong xa lii - tat cd cac Chién binh Trir Ta lan Phap suw
Khai cong bat dau roi rit 16n tiéng tranh luan vé diéu ma hinh nhw phan 1é6n
ho déu cho la mét ké hoach ty sat khong hon khong kém.

Khi ho con dang bo bo tranh cai, chgt mdt hoi coi dai lanh 1anh xuyén
thing tiéng huyén ndo, lam moi nguwdi trong phong déu nin lang. Charlie
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kinh ngac nhan ra hoéi coi do la tir 6ng Rex.

“Ta biét tit ca cac ngudi dang nghi gi,” 6ng cao boi ditng 1én néi. “Giét
mot tén Named chang khac nao nhom vao trong nong sing va hy vong
dung rang don dugc vién dan bay ra. Mot ngum nuéc qua 16n - khong nghi
ngo gi nita - nhung trwdc sau gi ta cling phai uéng noé thoi, va ta thay néu
ching ta c? tri hoan thi co may ciling sé chang kha hon bao nhiéu dau. Khi
that, phai cdm on cdu nhéc Charlie Benjamin day,” éng nga mii vé phia
Charlie khién n6 dé birng mat xdu ho, “nhd cau ma Barakkas cung
Verminion da bi trong thwong cach day khong lau.”

Trong tam tri Charlie thoang hién lai hinh anh lan cu6i né nhin thay hai
tén Named. Do bi né ltra nén hai con quai khong 16 da danh nhau dir doi
trong hang 6 ctia chiing dudi Krakatoa. Bon chiing can xé nhau tan nat dén
noi Charlie khong chac ching con song dugc hay khong.

“Ai ma biét dwgc?” 6ng Rex noi tiép. “Co6 thé mot diva trong bon khon ay
da chét va cong viéc cua chiing ta da xong. Diéu quan trong la ching ta phai
biét dwgc chac chan va phai ra tay trong lic van con 1gi thé.” R6i 6ng quay
sang 6ng William. “May cling biét tao chang thé chiu n6i may, Bill Béo a,
nhung trong vu nay thi chung ta ¢ cung phe.”

“Cam on Chién binh Henderson,” twéng William dap. “Nao quy vi... san
sang chién dau thoi.”

Chi mot tiéng dong ho sau, bon mwoi Chién binh Trir Ta va Phap suw Khai
cong da duwoc tridu tap trén cac bai hoang ¢ Vong Pau cia Am Ti. Trudc
day chwa hé c6 mot cude tdp hgp kha nang va k§j nang nham vao mot muc
tiéu duy nhat nao nhw thé nay. Trong khi William di len 16i qua bon ho, thi
sat moi nguwoi chuan bi, 6ng nhin thay Charlie, Violet va Theodore.

“Bon tré con nay lam gi ¢ day ha? Pay c6 phai cho cho ching bay dau.”

“Ta da yéu cau Charlie cung tham gia ddy,” 6ng Rex budc lai, dap. “Né
da mé& cong vao hang 6 ctia bon Named nhiéu hon bat ky ai khac & day, cé
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nghia la n6 cé co hoi tot nhat dé mé cong dwa ching ta dén do6 rat nhanh

»

gon.

“Pugc. Nhung diéu dé chwa gidi thich dwoc 1y do hai diva con lai & day -
dita con trai v&i dita con gai.” Ong hat dau vé phia Theodore va Violet.

Bita con trai, Charlie mia mai tham nghi. Sao 6ng khéng néi la ‘Con trai
ta’?

“Phai c6 nguoi bao vé Charlie!” Theodore kéu 1én. “Va ngudi do la con!
Néu Charlie di thi con ciing di - chuyén nay la KNN, Khéng N6i Nhiéu!”

“That v?” trén mdt ong William thoang mot nu cuoi. “Nhung nguoi chi
la mot Phap su Khai cong. Chang phai né dwgc mot Chién binh Trir Ta bao
vé sé tot hon sao?”

“DPo la ly do chau @ day,” Violet noi va budc tdi. “Theodore va chau sé
git an toan cho Charlie trong ltic cac c6 chi chién dau.”

“Ta hiéu r6i. Ba ngudi linh Ngw 1am, ha?”

Charlie, Violet va Theodore cuing gat dau.

“Vay thi ctt thé di.” Ong William quay sang dng Rex. “Nguoi da c6 kinh
nghiém vGi Barakkas va Verminion, theo nguoi thi ta sé gap phai diéu gi
khi Charlie mé& cong?”

“A, ta khong 1o tén Named nao sé & gan nhat, nhung néu 1a Verminion
thi theo ta phdi nham vao can c6, khong thi khong thé nao xuyén qua dugc
16p vo ciing ctia han. Con néu la Barakkas, thi vi tinh yéu vdi Chda trdi, coi
chirng cdp sttng ctia han néu khéng mudn thanh thit nwéng xién.”

Loang thoang cé tiéng cuwdi gan.

“Du la danh tén nao,” 6ng Rex ndi tiép, “thi ta cling phai lam hét sitc va
phéi ra tay that nhanh truéc khi toan bd ddm quan Am Ti khén kiép d6 ap
vao ta.”
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“Cam on,” 6ng William néi. “Gid thi cdm phién nguoi, ta sé tiép quan tw
day.” Ong quay khoi 6ng Rex va néi v6i dam dong. “H&i cac Phap su Khai
cong, ta mudn c6é mot liy cong bao quanh doi Chién binh Trir Ta dé don
vién binh khi bon quai vat tr dwdi dwong ham xong 1én. Va Phap suw
Greenstreet...”

Ong William nhin Tabitha. C6 hinh nhw ngac nhién vi minh dwoc chon

ra.

“Co?”

“Néu tinh hinh can doi nuwéc, co sé chiu trach nhiém viéc do.”

“Toi sé lam.”

Lily cong? DGi nudc? Charlie chang hiéu 6ng William dang néi gi. N6
cam thdy vo cung hoang mang.

“Puoc roi,” 6ng William néi. “Céac Chién binh Trir Ta, kiém tra vii khi.”

Tiéng thép va cham lodng xoang khi nhitng Chién binh Triv Ta kiém tra
khi giGi cia minh - nhitng cay riu sang loang, nhitng cay chuy sang bong

lén cung hang chuc thanh kiém du loai ngoi 1én anh thép xanh biéc trén
viing dat hoang vu ménh méng ctia Am Ti.

“Moi nguoi xong hét roi chi?”

Moi nguoi gat dau.

“Vay thi bat dau théi. Charlie?”

“Vang, thua ngai,” Charlie dap.

“Mé& cong!”

Charlie gat dau. N6 hoi hop dén ndéi miéng mom kho khoc nhu td gidy
nham.

“Nay nhdc,” 6ng Rex thi tham, “néu gap rac réi thi cit hét to 1én, ta sé
dén ngay, hiéu chwra?”
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“Chéu sé lam thé,” Charlie dap. N6 nham mat lai va m& mot canh cong
vao hang cua Verminion bén duéi Krakatoa.

3k

Toan Chién binh Trr Ta va Phap su Khai cong tinh nhué cua Phan vién
Ac mong hung hé gam gao tran qua cong xudng cai hang dong khéng 16.
Trum qua ngwoi Charlie va cac ban cta no la sitc nong, nhe mot con song
triéu, téa ra tir nhitng viing dung nham dang soi sung suc, chiéu 1én mot thi
anh sang 10 m¢ huyén do vat ngang qua nhitng hinh thu bang da van veo da
hinh thanh noi khodang khong ménh mong nay tir hang bao thé ky.

Tim Charlie dap thinh thich nhw dién trong 16ng ngwc khi doan quan chay
doc theo hang, phap phong chd bi hang tram con quai vat tan cong vao bat
ky gidy phat nao. Charlie cuéng quit ngd quanh tim dau vét cua
Verminion... hay Barakkas... hay bat ctt thit gi.

Nhung hang dong trong khong.
Hai tén Named, cung doan quan cua chung, da di khoi.

“Pua ddy a,” 6ng Rex ndi, liéc mat nhin khap gian phong tréng rong bao
quanh ho.

“Bon ching dd ¢ day ma,” Charlie nhin quanh ngac nhién. “Chau da ma&
cong dén dung cho ma, that day.”

“Chung ta biét, nhoc a,” ong Rex néi. “Nhung c6 vé ching da di roi.
Chung da di truée ta mot bude.”

Ngay ldc dy c6 tiéng da roi 1op dop sau lung. Ho quay ngudi lai thi thay
mot con Ca khéu Am Ti Hang 4 dang bo vao hang trén tam cai chan nhén,
hinh nhw khong hay biét gi dén vu dot kich 6 at nay.

“Bat lay né!” William thét 16n, doan Chién binh Trir Ta d6é xo6 lai phia
con quai don doc. N6 c6 chay tron nhung da bi doi quan nhanh chéng
khong ché. Ong William rtt thanh kiém phai can hai tay méi nang néi ra va
ap ludi kiém chay ruc vao ¢ con qudi. Lop da co chay kéu xéo xéo.
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“Chung di dau r6i?” 6ng tra hoi.

Con Ca Khéu Am Ti Hang 4 khé vao dng William va 6ng an kiém viva da
rach mot duwong lam dit vé cta no, dé ri ra mot dong dich den. “No6i ngay,
do quadi vat, hodc nguoi sé phai chiu dau dén khong twéng twong dwoc dau.”

“Cho da a!” Charlie la 16n. bam nguoi 16n quay lai phia no. “Dung hai
no. Chau c6 cach khac hay hon.”

Charlie mé cong dan gido su Xixclix vao trong hang nui Itra.

“Xin chao,” con Ca khéu than thién nay noi vGi toan dot kich, vira noi
vira thé cédi luGi loang loang lau sach cang chan tredc nhw-chan-nhén.
“Charlie cho ta hay cac ngwdi vira tim thay mot cha thudce loai cuia ta.”

“N6 & dang kia,” Charlie dwa tay chi vé con Ca khéu Am Ti bj bét. “Ong
néi chuyén véi né duge khong? Bon chau can biét Verminion va Barakkas
da di dau.”

“Khong qua kho,” Xix dap. “Han chi thuoc Hang 4. Pa dat Hang 5 nhu ta
thi bat han phun ra khéng phai 1a khé.”

Charlie tha vi khi nghe thoang c6 chut kiéu ngao trong giong con thu.

Xix rao buéc lai gan con Ca khéu Am Ti bi bét roi bat dau néi véi con dy
bang thit ngdn ngit riéng - nhitng tiéng khé khe, chiac chac va thinh thoang
lai c6 ca tiéng khac. D6 1a lan dau Charlie nhin thdy Xix tiép xtic v6i dong
loai. N6 da qua quen nhin thay Xix trong vai tro thwong nhat la Sw phu quai
vat ctia Hoc vién dén nodi gan nhw quén mat 1ao khong phai la con ngudi -
mac du khi nhin vao con vat dénh dang giong con nhén, c6 1ong 16m chdm
gai nhon trén may cdp chan khang khiu cung tdm lwng den bong van vén
hoa van mau tim kia, that kh6 ma nghi rang lao ta la cai gi dé6 khdc mét con
quai vat.

“Vay... con 6n cht?” 6ng William héi Theodore khi hai con thd tro
chuyén vé6i nhau. Charlie bi bat ngo trwdc cau héi nay - trong thai do trudc
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d6 ctia 6ng William chang c6 gi cho thdy 6ng cé quan tam d6i chut dén
thang con trai.

“Tuyét a!” Theodore tra 10i, rd rang cting bi choang vi cau héi nay chang
khac gi Charlie. “Con rat thich Hoc vién!”

“Cau ay la mot trong nhitng Phap su Khai cong giéi nhat & do bac a,”
Violet gop 10i.
“Chinh xac day a,” Charlie noi.

Ong William liéc nhin ca ba dita, r6i quay sang Theodore. “Viéc con lam
la tot day, doi di theo dé giip ban dy... Ta thich nhw thé.”

Theodore 16 1a kinh ngac vo cung. “Vang... cdm on bd!” N6 toét miéng
cuoi khoai chi.

Ngay lic d6 Xix da no6i chuyén xong vdi con quai bi bat va nhin nhdy
tién lai phia ho.

“Sao r6i?” 6ng William hoi.

“Han khong biét gi nhiéu,” 1ao Xix dap. “Nhwng han biét l1a bon chiing da
tai bo tri hang 0 tai ‘Hoang Mac Bang Gia’ - khong biét la ¢ dau. Nhiém vu
cta han la & lai va khoi cho dung nham ngap hét hang cli dé x6a moi vét
tich cho thay bon ching da tirng & day.”

“Nghe c6 vé nhu han da rat nham phai cay tham ngan réi,” 6ng Rex noi.

“Vay bon ching mudn gi?” Charlie héi. “Y chdu héi Verminion va
Barakkas dy. Bon ching c6 y d6 gi?”

Nhung triede khi Xix mé miéng héi con vat bi bat thi con quai ay da tw
dong tra 10i... “Giét sach... tat ca...”

Pam Chién binh Trir Ta cung Phéap sw Khai cong ling ting li€c nhin
nhau.

“Phai tim ra bon chiing,” 6ng Rex néi. “Cho du ching & dau ta ciing van
phai lung cho ra bon Named nay dé giét méot dira trong s chiing, chwa giét
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dugc thi ta van chua thé dirng tay.”

Charlie cdm thay chua chat. Giét m6t tén Named da la mot nhiém vu gan
nhw bat kha thi, thé ma gio day ho tham chi con chang biét Barakkas cung
Verminion dang ¢ noi nao. Tham chi chwa bat dau chién dau ma ho da phai
chiu mét that bai nang né. Chac chan la r6i ho cling tim dugc vi tri cia hang
0 mdi... nhung dén do thi c6 con kip nita khong?

Bdy gio moi chuyén tuy thudc vao hiéu truedng roi, Charlie nghi.
N6 hy vong ba tim thdy Ké Gac buong con song.
N6 hy vong ba van c6 thé gitt dugc tinh hinh theo hwéng do.

N6 hy vong chuyén van chwa qua mudn.
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PHAN II

KE GAC DPUONG
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CHUONG SAU - DUOI VUC SAU

Hoc vién Ac mong ludn 1a mot noi 1dm ngwdi ta thich mét - nhitng con
thuyén v@ to dung nam trén canh cta cdy da khong 16 nhat thé gidi khong
khi nao thoi khién Charlie phai an twgng - thé nhung lan nay né byc boi dén
noi chang théem liéc nhin lay mot cai.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé Charlie?” Violet hdi khi chén xong trai xoai dung cho
bita trra ciia minh. “Vé chwa dwgc tron mot ngay ma cau trong ci nhw vira
c6 mot con Ectobog bam 14y me cau vay do.”

“ C6 chuyén gi thé ay ha?” Charlie cau kinh. “Cé chuyén gi dau chit! Cha
Rex va c6 Tabitha dang c6 tim ra hang 6 mdi cia Verminion trén Mat Dat;
co hiéu trudng thi & duwéi Am Ti c6 gitp Ké Gac Buong...”

“Thi sao?”

“Con bon minh thi chét di ¢ day cha lam dwgc tro trong gi ca!”

“A ha!” Violet kéu lén. “Cau buc vi bon minh bi loai khoi vong chién.
Thoi, thodi mai di. Phan viéc cta bon minh xong céa r6i. Bon minh chi la
Noob thoi ma.”

“Addy chw,” Theodore chinh ngay. “T¢ céc quan tam ong Pinch noi gi.
Bon minh van can cé quyét dinh cua hiéu triedng vé chuyén nay khi ba tré
vé mai duoc.”

“Ne, y té la chuyén nghiém trong qua la dang dién ra, c6 diéu né khong
con la trach nhiém cua bon minh nita thoi.”

“Cau noi ding.” Charlie thg dai. “Nhung thé khong c6 nghia 1a tui minh
khong giup dugc, phai c6 cach nao chi.”

N6 chan nan dya vao lan can ctia con tau cudp bién va nhin dam dam ra

dai duong phia xa.

“Nay, cac cau.”
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Charlie quay lai thi nhin thady Brooke, t6c vang mat xanh, nhu ra qua mot
tam mang bang 14 cay giong nhw mot thién than dang bay 1én. Co bé budc
ra khoi cdi xuéng thang may da dwa minh l1én va buwdc vé phia chiing véi
mot nu cwoi hoan my.

“Chao Brooke!” Charlie va Theodore thot 1én cung mét lic.

Violet ddo mat. Puing vay, Brooke 16n tudi hon, cao hon va dac biét 1a rat
dep!

“Tinh hinh sao roi?” Brooke hoi.

“Tinh hinh kinh 1am, kinh cyc,” Theodore dap, “va Charlie dang ndi dién
len vi khong dugc tham gia.”

Charlie tritng mat nhin thang ban.

“Y t6 1a tat ca bon t& déu néi dién 1én vi chuyén do,” Theodore voi vang
chita lai. “Ch khéng chi Charlie dau - t&¢ khng muén am chi né la mot
dira tré con mau gidao méu mao hay gi dé dau.”

“Thi chinh xac né la dita vay con gi,” mot giong rat quen cat 1én.

Charlie liéc sang Geoff - tén ban trai to con t6c vang cua Brooke - véi cai
mdt khinh khuing, dang di 1én sau c6 bé. Charlie qua that thay nhitc nhéi vi
cai thang ay hinh nhw cang 16n cang dep trai hon - Geoff méi mudi sdu ma
trong nhu da hai mwoi roi vay.

“Gi thi gi,” Geoff noi tiép, “tat ca ching may van chi la Noob thoi, ai cha
biét chiing may thi rét cudi ky chi.”

“Bon tao khong r6t!” Theodore cw lai. “Co hiéu trwdng van chwa cé
quyét dinh cudi cung nén két qua van con dé noi.”

“Pau phai chi c6 két qua la con dé noéi. Chting may cling dang noi con gi

"’

- noi dién ay!” Geoff phat 1én cudi khung khuc va quay sang Brooke tim

kiém mot sy dong tinh.
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“Sao anh khong di tim chuyén gi d6 khong can dv gi dén em ma lam di?”
Brooke tra 1oi lanh tanh.

Charlie mudén hoan hé nhung da té nhi ngé di noi khac. Tuy nhién
Theodore thi ctt tir nhién ma reo ho.

“Cam ngay!” Geoff huo nam dam va gam lén.

Theodore cling vung nam dam dap trd cai thang 1é6n hon n6 nhiéu. R6i
dung ngoén cai cung ngon troé lam mom con réi, né dai giong eo éo ndi “Anh

"’

yéu em!” va hon nam ddm cta Geoff bang cai mom roi nay.

Geoff trt'ng mat nhin Theodore, sitng s0, réi quay sang Brooke. “Day la
bon ngwdi ma em mudn giao du dé sao?”

“Pung thé.”

“Pugc roi, khi nao chan choi tro mau gido nay thi dén gap anh.” Han nén
manh g6t chan xudng boong tau, di vé phia mot chiéc xuong dang dgi va
nhanh chong tudt khoi tam mat.

“Bon con trai...” Brooke néi vdi Violet, kém mot cai thd dai ndo né nhw
thé ca hai déu la tay dan day chinh chién va yéu dwong. “Bam theo minh ci¢
nhw keo cao su dinh vao giay, r6i khi minh cay ra thi lai n6i khung 1én.”

“To6i khong nhai keo cao su,” Violet dap coc l6c.

“Meo!” Theodore kéu len. “Meéo con chi thich cao théi! Ngaaaaoooo!”
N6 givong mdy ngon tay gia lam vudt va cao trong khong khi tredc mat
Violet.

“Té thay minh hét chuyén & day roi,” co bé buc titc quay di.
“Cho da!” Brooke goi v6i theo.

Charlie biét Violet khong thich Brooke - khong chiu néi thi ding hon - vi
c6 gai 16n hon nay hoi bi ‘kiéu ky’. Nhung Charlie cling biét, tir ldc sat
canh véi Brooke chién diu trong hang 6 ctia Verminion, rang thai do cao
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ngao cua Brooke chang qua chi dé che gidu mot sy chénh vénh kinh khing
ma thoi.

“Chua di dugc dau,” Brooke noi tiép. “Toi dem mot 10i nhan cda hiéu
tredng cho cau day. Bung ra la cho tat ca cac cau.”

“Cau gap co hiéu trwdng hoéi nao?” Violet quay lai hdi, dét nhién quan
tam.

“Hém qua. C6 néi chuyén véi toi truede khi di xuéng Am Ti.”

Chdc hdn la ngay sau khi dé bon minh & lai cho ctia mu chila quy Hag
ddy ma, Charlie suc nghi. “Co ay noi gi?”

“C0 ndi néu t6i gitta trra hom nay ma co chwa vé thi bon dita bon minh
phai di gip c6 & duéi Am Ti.”

“Nhung co di gap Ké Gac Buong co ma,” Charlie kéu 1én. “TG¢ chang
biét 6ng ay & dau duéi Am Ti ca!”

Brooke nhtin vai. “Ciing c6 quan trong gi dau. Dang nao thi cling c6 mé
cong tGi ngay cho cia Ké Gac Buong duwgc dau. Cau chi c6 thé mé cong
dén gan do, trong mot khu viee siéu nguy hiém ma thoi. C6 hiéu tredng cé
thé xoay x& & noi do dugc, nhung véi bon minh thi qua gay go. Thé cho
nén minh phai dung ‘Thuyén Gac’.”

Ca ba dra tré li€c nhin nhau.

“Thuyén Gac?” Charlie hoi.

Chiéc thuyén Gac dugc gidu duwéi dam la ctia mot cay chudi, trong mot
cai vinh day da nam xa vé phia Nam cua hon ddo, xa hon nhiéu nhitng noi
ma Charlie cung ban ctia né da tirng 10 do dén.

“Xem céi nay né!” Theodore kéu 1én khi tat ca tréo vao bén trong chiéc
thuyén nhd. Thuyén to c& bang chi€c xuong may, cé sau cho ngoi, moi cho
c6 mot cdi dai an toan bang thép. Cai dai dy vat qua vai roéi vong ngang
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nguc. Theodore ham hd budc ngay vao nguoi. “Xem nay - giong nhu cai
tht minh thdy trén tau lwgn ay.”

“Té... hoi lo,” Violet nhan xét. “Sao phai can cai d6?”

Trong khi Theodore may mo véi cai dai thi Charlie quan sat ghé cuaa
thuyén tredng. Chi c6 vai niat diéu khién trén tdm bang trudc ghé - mot nut
danh Itra, mot can kéo dé kiém soat toc do cta thuyén, mot tay lai, mot cai
la ban don gian dé chi hwéng cuing mot nit mau dé bén duwédi c6 khac dong
chit CANH BAO: CHI DUNG KHI ROI TU DO.

“Roi ti do?” Charlie néi. “La sao chit?”

Brooke nhin vai. “Khong biét. Toi chi biét 1a minh phai hwdng ra bién,
r6i di vé hwéng Nam, va bang cach sao dé chiéc thuyén sé ty dwa bon minh
t6i noi.”

“Thuyén sé bang cach sao d6 tw dwa bon minh tdi noi? ” Violet nghi
ngai. “Y cau la ta chi - phup! - thé 1a dap xuéng mot cach than ky gan chd
Ké Gac Duvong hay sao?”

“Thi... c6 hiéu tredng néi thé,” Brooke dap, c6 doi chut de dat. “T6i cling
da di bao gio dau, that thé ma.”

“Tuyét...” Violet rén lén. “That yén tam lam sao. Tham chi dén cai thi
nay hoat dong thé nao minh con chang biét!”

“Ngoai cai nut dé vdi may céi that lung an toan ky cuc kia,” Charlie néi,
“thi céi thuyén nay vé co ban cling nhv may céi thuyén binh thuwong théi
ma. Chi can cé ngudi dwa no ra khoi vinh va dirng dé né va vao da ma vo
tan tanh ra la duoc.”

“Pé tao lam cho,” Theodore néi. “Tao l4i thuyén cuc siéu!”
“That ha?” Charlie héi. “Nhung may da bao gio 1ai thuyén chwa?”
“Chua.”

“Vay sao may biét la may ‘cyc siéu’ dugc chi?”
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“Troi, may cé biét tao la ai khong vay?” Theodore dap. “Pay la mén ma
tao giéi bam sinh ma. Xi.” N6 thdo chiéc dai choang vai roi dirng day,
nhung Violet da day n6 ngoi xudng.

“Dé t6,” c6 bé ndi va ngobi vao ghé thuyeén tredng. “Ngay xwa nha té céd

")

thuyén ma. Peo dai vao

Charlie, Brooke va Theodore lam theo 10i ngay. Violet mé mady, day can
1ai vé phia tredc va nhe nhang huwéng chiéc thuyén nho len qua cac tang da,
ra khéi vinh.

“E, cau gioi mon nay that day nhi,” Charlie ndi, than phuc tai nang cua
cO ban.

“MGt co gai thi luon phaéi c6 sy chuan bi trwdc chit,” Violet cudi dap.

Ngay am, khi trgi trong tréo, bat chap hiém nguy cung sy mo ho cuda s
mang ma ching dang nhan lanh, Charlie van cam thay tinh than phan chan
1én khi chiéc thuyén bo dao lai sau lwng va tién vao vong tay chao dén cua
dai duong bao la.

Tai hoa dan dan xuat hién.

Khi cd ddm ra khoi duge chirtng hai muwoi dam thi chiéc kim la ban nay
gig van kién dinh chi vé phwong Bac mot cach dang tin cdy bong nhién
quay tit vé hwéng Nam, r6i huéng Dong, roi lai vé huwdng Nam lan nita.

“Ky quai that,” Violet no6i va nhin cay kim dang chay loan lén.
“Co6 chuyén gi khong 6n ha?” Charlie hoi.

“Khong chac nita. Khong hiéu sao la ban lai la thé nay. Nhin xem nay -
né lai quay t tung nita roi!”

Cay kim hét quay qua trai roi lai qua phai.

“Lo lam gi,” Theodore néi. “La ban tr@ chitng nhw thé cling 1a chuyén
hoan toan binh thwong théi ma. Cé thé do lyc hit ctia mat trang hodc bon
minh dang di qua mot tang qudng co tw tinh to dung thoi.”
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“May dang noéi gi thé?” Charlie n6i. “Co hiéu minh dang noi gi khong
d6?” N6 chi vao bang diéu khién. “Nhin thi d6 di, ditt khoat khong phai
th binh thwong dau!”

La ban tiép tuc quay tit trong khi dai dwong dan day song. Trén dau
ching, nhitng dam may trang phong bat dau t6i sam lai.

“C6 1€ bon minh nén quay lai...” Brooke bt ritt dé nghi. “Trong nhu sap
c6 bao ay.”

“T6i cling muon thé,” Violet n6i, “nhwng la ban quay nhuw thé nay thi
khong chac tim dugc duwong vé dau.”

“Tat nhién la dugc chit!” Theodore noéi. “Dung mat trgi ay.”

“Mat troi?”

“Cau khong biét a... dinh huéng di.”

Violet nghién rang. “Pugc réi, nhung lam thé nao?”

“Sao ma t@ biét dugc? Cau la thuyén trwéng co ma. Xi.”

May ma con bé da bi cdi dai sat giir lgi, Charlie nghi tham khi thay mat
Violet dang dang sat khi.

“Ctt quay lai di,” Charlie binh tinh néi. “It nhat thi ciing tranh xa duoc
vung bién dong.”

Bién qua that da bat dau cudn 1én. Mot con gié manh da noi 1én, bot nuwéc
man chat cham vao mat bon tré rat rat. Charlie bang hoang khi thay thoi tiét
quay sang chong lai bon chiing nhanh dén thé nao.

“Co lé cau dang,” Violet lo lang liéc quanh khi nhitng con séng ctt 16n
dan lén, dap vao chiéc thuyén nho, lam chiéc thuyén hét chom lén roi lai
chii xuéng nhv mot moén doé choi ctda tré con. Co bé bé 1ai.

Khong an thua.
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Chiéc thuyeén tiép tuc huéng vé phia cii, n6é gio day hinh nhw da bi mot
lyc vo hinh rat manh nao doé 16i di. Nhitng con s6ng dai dwong khong 16 bat
dau danh vao man thuyeén, de doa nhan chim ca bon.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?” Charlie hét 1én at tiéng gié hi moi lic mot 16n.

“Khong biét!” Violet hét dap lai. “Giong nhw la t& khong con cam lai nita
vay! Co cai gi do dang 16i bon minh di!”

“P6 han la cue Bac hodc cuc Nam,” Theodore 1ap luan, “tiy thudc bon
minh dang & phia nao cua dia cau, di nhién la thé.”

“Ng6 ngan qua di!” Charlie hét 1én. “Hoc vién Ac mdng ching & dau gan
cac dia cuc hét, day ro rang la & mién nhiét déi, ro rang la thé!”

“Céac cau khong biét Hoc Vién nam & dau sao?” Brooke nghi ngd hoi lai
khi mo6t ngon séng to dung khac ap vao thuyeén.

“Khong!” Charlie quét nwdc man dau rat khoi mat va hét trd. “Cé ai néi
cho bon t¢ dau!”

“Ciling khong phai 1a qua la,” Brooke noi. “Té6i khi cac cau lam Addy r6i
thi ngwdi ta méi day cho cac cau vé may thit nay.”

“Vay bon minh cudi cung la & dau day?” Theodore gao Ién.

Mua tudén thanh nhitng tdim man day va bat dau quat vao ching. Sét danh
ngang qua bau troi t6i den. “Tam gidc Bermuda,” Brooke gao lén trong khi
chiéc thuyén bit dau quay mong mong theo dong nuéc. “Hoc vién Ac mong
la @ Tam giac Bermuda!”

Ba da nhin Brooke cham cham, cam nin.

“Tam gidc Quy Bermuda?” Theodore gao 1én. “Cau dua day ha? Bon
minh bi mac vao cai bay chét nguwgi roi! Cau biét c6 bao nhiéu mdy bay vdi
tau bién bién mat & day khong?”

“Khong biét chac,” Brooke la 16n.

“Hang tan do! Khong thé tin dugc! Bon minh chét t&i noi roi!”
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“Thoi di!” Violet quat. “Bon minh sé khong chét!”

“That ra la...” Charlie nhin qua phia man thuyén roi néi. “T& nghi 1a dam
vay lam do.”

Bién bat dau quay tit thanh mot xody nwéc khong 16, va chiéc thuyén nhé
ctia bon tré lao di nhu dién & bén ria xody nuéc. O rat xa bén dudi, sau
trong cudn nwdc quay tit mu, ching cé thé nhin thady mot cai dia khong 16
mau do ruc.

Mot canh twgng ky di, khong thé tin dugc.
“D0 la cai gi vay?” Brooke kinh ngac hét 1én.
“T¢ khong biét!” Charlie la 16n.

Ca dam bi ban xudng tam cua xody nudc cho tdi khi con thuyén cao toc
nho xiu ctia chiing lot sau vao long dai duwong, mat kiém soat va lao vé phia
cai dia mau do ky la. Khi lai gan Charlie m&i nhan thay cai dia 4y vo cung
16n - it nhat tir bén mép nay sang bén mép kia cling xa dén cd dam. Cai dia
16n dan 1én trong tam mat nd, cho tdi khi che ngap ca thé gigi cta no.
Charlie giang cai dai trén vai, vung vay co thoat ra, nhung cai dai gio day
da khoéa chat, va bon tré khong c6 cach nao thoat duwgc khéi chiéc thuyén
nho dang tan nhan kéo bon chiing bay vun vut qua cac tang sau lanh gia
nghet thd, hwéng vé cai vat huyén bi dang quay tit & tan dwdi day bién...
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CHUONG BAY - NGHIA TRANG
TGB

Charlie khong thd dugc. Charlie khong biét n6 da & dwéi nuwdce bao lau -
c6 thé vai phut, c6 thé chi vai gidy - nhung né biét ro mot diéu la néu khong
dugc tiép thém dudng khi ngay thi né sé chét. Phoi né béng rat va mot man
den lanh 1o bat dau trum 1én mat né nhw nap quan tai. N6 nhin thdy dam
ban chung quanh dang chét du6i dan, khong thoat ra dwoc khéi chiéc
thuyén dang chim. Mat n6 ghim chat vao mat cia Violet. N6 nhin thdy sy
hodng loan trong do... va 10 mo ca mot sy cam chiu nita.

Tim n6 chung xudng.

Lai thém mot 1an nita né dan ca dam xu6ng mot 16i di am u, ¢6 doc va
hinh nhw két thiic bang mdt cai chét chac chan. Bon ching gio day da tdi rat
gan cai dia khong 16 quay tit bén dwdi, dén noi Charlie c6 thé viron tay ra
ma cham dugc - va that si n6 ciing dang c6 lam nhu vay.

Thé nhung chang cé gi dé ma cham ca.

Tay n6 di xuyén qua do, toan bg chiéc thuyén cling vay. Thé r6i tit ca
cung roi, 1on nhao, qua khong khi - chinh la khong khi! Charlie hd mo6m, hit
vao that sdu luong dudng khi va dap tat Itta trong phoéi minh. Mac du con
thuyén dang quay cu6ng nhao 16n, nhing nhitng dai quang qua vai van gitt
cho bon dita nguyén & cho ngo6i. Charlie c6 thé nhin thay nhitng hinh anh
loang thoang chung quanh - mau vang cua pha 1€, mot cot liva do ryc...

Chiing dang & Am Ti, dot nhién Charlie nhan ra . Chiing dang roi ty do
qua Am Ti.

Roi tv do.

NG da thay tir nay & dau nhi?
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“Nhan nut di!” né thét goi Violet. “Cai nit mau do trén bang diéu khién
do - dap vao no di!”

Violet, dang ldo ddo, mat phuwong hwéng, nhung van trong thay céi nut
mau dé voi hang chit CANH BAO: CHI SU DUNG KHI ROI TU DO ghi
bén dudi. Van hét sitc luc, co bé véi tay ra va nhan.

Co tiéng xi rat manh, nhu khong khi xi ra khoi rudt xe. Nhitng qua béng
trong sudt bat tung ra tit hai bén man thuyén va cang phong 1én ngay lap
tirc. Ching boc chiéc thuyén nho lai nhw mot cai kén, lam giam toc do roi.
Charlie c6 thé nhin thdy qua nhitng qua béng hinh dnh nhoe nhoet ctia
nhitng vat trong giong nhw nhitng chiéc thuyén buém - hang tram, hang
tram chiéc - trén mat dat that xa phia duéi.

Chiéc Thuyén Gac lao thang xudng trwdc khi cubi cung dam sam vao
boong mot tau chd hang cli. N6 ndy 1én nhu mot qua béng cao su, vira ndy
1én vira quay tit va Charlie nhin thdy thap thoang cai dia to 16n mau dé choi
ma bon chiing da roi xuyén qua - gio day sang le 16i & xa xa phia trén dau
chung.

ROi tat ca lai roi xuéng, nhao 16n quay cuéng.

Thém vai lan ndy 1én nita r6i chiéc thuyén dién md&i ngtrng lai. Nhitng
qua béng bao vé xep xudng va nhitng cai dai quang qua vai ty dong tach ra
vGi mot tiéng coong nghe rat dé chiu.

Chung da t6i noi.
“Cha... tha vi that,” Theodore néi va nhac cai dai sat 1én.
“Moi nguoi khong sao chit?” Charlie hoi, va cting thao dai khoi nguoi.

“Té khong chac,” Brooke thé hon hén dap. “Té nghi vay. Trong t6 cé sao
khong?”

“Khong sao! Khong sao!” Theodore dap. “Cau trong tuyét lam.”
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“T& cling khong sao, Theodore a,” Violet mia mai noi. “N6i trudc phong
khi cau mu6n biét.”

“O, chan chin roi. T ciing dang dinh héi thim cdu ma. That day.”

“0, roi.”

Ca bon buwéc ra khéi thuyén va nhin quanh. Chiing dang & gitta mot nghia
dia ménh mong la liét nhitng tau thuyén hw nat, chong chat cao ngat nhw
nhitng chiéc xe hoi cii trong bai phé liéu. Nhitng chiéc nam duwéi cung thi cii
k¥ va bac phéch, nhung cang 1én phia trén thi cang méi. Cao trén tt ca la
cai dia khong 16 mau dé - Charlie gio day hiéu ra d6 la mot dang cong - Iu
It nhw mot mat trdi dang chét.

“Chung ta goi do la ‘Anomaly’,” mdt giong noi cét 1én sau chiing.

Bon chiing quay lai thi thay hiéu triedng dang khéo 1éo len 16i qua nhitng
xac tau kénh cang va tién t6i.

“Co hiéu treong!” Charlie kéu 1én. “Bon em nhan dwoc tin nhan cta c6!”

“Pung, ta thay la cac c6 cau da nhan dwgc...” mat ba anh 1én mot chit tha
vi. “Céc c6 cau dang ditng ¢ mot noi goi la Nghia trang TGB. Rat hiém
nguwoi dugc tan mat nhin thay noi nay.”

“Nghia trang TGB...” Charlie néi. “Dé la viét tat cia Nghia trang Tam
Giac Bermuda, phai khong a?”

Hiéu trudng gat dau. “Nhw cac cod cau co6 thé doan ra, Anomaly hit vé
phia n6 nhitng tau bé & trai dat bén trén va tap ching vao day.”
“Anomaly... day la thit ma Ké Gac buong bao vé, phai khong a?”

“Chinh thé. Ching ta van khong chac dwogc chinh xac dé la céi gi - c6 1é
1a mot vét rach trong két cdu cia Am Ti ching.”

Néu la mét vét rdch, thi do qua la mét vét qud troi to, Charlie nghi bung.

N6 chwa tirng nhin thdy mét canh cong nao 16n hon nhitng cong ma sic
né m@ ra dugc, nhung day la mot thit hoan toan khac. Cai nay that khong
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16, ro rang la thé r6i, 16n gdp mot tram lan canh cong 16n nhat ma né c6 thé
md& duwgc dy chi. Canh cong nay chay Itta do (thay vi Itta tim théng
thwong), hinh nhw mé thuwong trie va hiat hét tat ca moi thit, nhw mot thoi
nam cham. Canh cong nay cho phép moi thit di qua, trt nwdc bién.

Khong mét giot ndo lot qua, né kinh ngac tham nghi trong khi van
givong mat 1én nhin. Ngay ltc dy, n6 chu y téi m6t bong den to 16n tir phia
trai dat dang tién lai gan.

“C4i gi thé a?” n6 hoi.
“Mot thit kh to,” hiéu trwdng tré 151.

Cai thit to twéng trum bong 1én ho tién lai cang lic cang gan hon, cho
dén khi roi qua Anomaly va lot xuéng Am Ti.

Khong thé nao... Charlie nghi. D6 la mét con cd voi lung gu!

Con vat kénh cang dé quay cudng roi xudng, co quap van veo mot cach
vo vong trong khong khi cho dén khi cu6i cung dam sam vao xac mot chiéc
mady bay cii va lam no tung lén v6 s6 cadc manh sat thép cung thit ma.

“T6i nghiép n6!” Brooke thot 1én, tay 6m 1ay nguc.

“Do6 la chuyén khong may, nhwng van xdy ra,” hiéu triedng noi. “Phan 16n
cac sinh vat bién déu cam nhan thdy Anomaly va tranh di, nhung doi khi
cling c6 con bi mac bay. Ta rat muén md cong bén dwdi né dé cho né roi vé
lai dai dwong cua tréi dat... nhuwng khong thé mé cong & bat ky noi nao gan
Anomaly dugc - do do, mdi can phédi c6 Thuyén Ho Ménh.” Ba chi tay vé
phia con thuyén nho ky cuc ctia bon chiing. “Chac r6i, dén day nhw thé thi
bat tién that, nhung lai 1a cach an toan nhat. Khéng cé né thi cac c6 cau sé
phai m& cong vao Vong Nam, réi phdi danh nhau véi li quai vat Hang 5 dé
m¢ dwong dén day - nhu ta da 1am. Khong dé chiu 1am dau.”

“Dtet khodat 1a khong...” Violet dong tinh.

“Vay Anomaly chinh la ly do vi sao ma Tam Giac Bermuda lai la cai bay
ghé gém nhw thé a?” Theodore néi. “Ly do tai sao ra-da & day lai ky cuc va

https://thuviensach.vn



biét bao nhiéu nguwdi nguwdi lac 16i va mat tich sao? Cha, bi an vay la da
duwogc giai quyét!”

“Chinh x4c la nhu vay, cau Dagget a. Anomaly dé cho moi thit tir trai dat
lot xuéng Am Ti.”

“Vang...” Charlie noi. “Va em doan Anomaly ciing lam nguoc lai, la dé
cho moi thi tit Am Ti lot 1én trai dat. Nhitng thi nhw 1ii quai vat. Nhitng thi
nhw bon Named.”

Hiéu trwdng gat dau. “Dung r6i day, cau Benjamin. Han da thé roi... néu
nhv n6 khong dugc Ké Gac Puong bao vé.”

“Pau roi a? Y em néi 1a Ké Gac Puong ay.”
“Di nao,” hiéu trwdng dap. “Ta sé chi cho cac co cau thay.”
Ké Gac buong khong hé giong nhw Charlie tuwéng.

Y mong manh va yéu dudi, c6 kich thwéc chi bang mot dira bé ma théi -
mot dira bé c6 déi mat to ang ang nwdc va lan da mau vang cam trong suot
16 r0 nhitng mach mau xanh dang phap phong bén dugi. Miéng y bé, nhw
miéng em bé so sinh, day nhitng chiéc rang nhé xiu sang nhuw nhitng hat
ngoc trai nho. Y dung hai canh tay dai khang khiu 6m kin 1ay 16ng nguc bé
nho, vira run ray vira thd kho khé nhw 1én con hen.

“Om ta v&i,” y cat giong thi thao. “Ta lanh.”

Ké Gac Puong song trong buong thuyén truedng trén mot con tau chién
hw nat. Mdac du Nghia trang TGB la mot noi bi an, nhung c6 ai do (la chinh
cd hiéu trwdng cling nén) da c6 lam cho noi nhé bé nay sang stia hon mot
chit. Nam ngon ngang khap noi la nhitng chiéc go6i va tranh anh ctia nhitng
noi xa x0i am ap - Charlie nhan ra trong s6 dé c6 Hawaii. Mot chiéc ti con
dat trén san ké bén giwong ngu ctia Ké Gac Puwong, ma that ra chi la mot
chong chan xép lén nhau, va mét tro choi dang dé dang. Khong hiéu sao no
lyc lam cho noi nay trong twoi vui hon ro rang lai c6 tac dong ngugc lai -
Charlie chwa bao gio nhin thay noi nao lai quanh qué va hiu hat nhw thé.
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“Sao khong om ta?” Ké Gac Puong lai héi. “Ta muén dugc o6m.”

“Y bé qua...” Violet noi, va tién lai gan céi sinh vat mong manh kia, hai
tay chia ra. Co bé vo cung mu6n 6m lay y ma vo vé.

“Y dang hap hoi ddy, co Sweet a,” hiéu tredng néi. “Va néu cham vao y
tirc la co giét chét y ngay day.”

Violet dung lai - nhung r6 rang hanh dong nay doi hoi mot y chi cyc
manh. C6 mot diéu gi dé noi céi sinh vat mong manh nay, mot diéu gi dé
gan nhu siéu nhién, khién ta muén 6m y vao long va che ché cho y.

“Om ta di...” Ké Gac Budng néi. “Lam on... sudi am cho ta véi.”

“Pbua roi day, Hank,” hiéu trwong khé mang. “Nguoi biét bon ching
khong thé cham vao nguwoi dugc. Khong ai trong bon ta cé thé ca ma.”

“Hank a?” Theodore bat cudi mot tiéng. “Ké Gac Puong tén la Hank a?”

“Ta khong ro y that ra tén la gi,” hiéu trudng dap. “Tham chi ta con
khong chac la y c6 tén hay khong nita ay chit. Nhwng hoi dy ta c6 mot con
cho tén Hank ma ta rat thich, thé nén...”

Ba nhun vai, nhu thé vay la du roi.

“Nguoi trong tot bung thé, Ké Gac Puwong quay sang Brooke thi thao.
“Ta nghi néu ngwoi 6m ta thi khong sao dau. Ta lanh va c6 don lam.”

Mat Brooke rung reng. “Em 6m y mot gidy théi cé sao khong? Chi mot
cai 6m rat nhe va rat nhanh thoi thi khong thé nao...”

“Co thé cht, cd Brighton,” hiéu trudng nat. “Va y da bi r6i day. Mot cai
‘Om rat nhanh va rat nhe’ da lam cho Ké Gac Pwong lam vao tinh canh
khon cung nhu cac c6 cau dang thay day. Day chinh la 1y do can bdo vé y
tranh xa con ngudi - rat kho cudng lai sy thoi thic dung cham vao y.”

“Vang, thwa co hiéu tredng,” Brooke noi va quay mat di lau nwéc mat.

“Vay chuyén gi da xdy ra thé a?” Charlie héi. “Cé nguwdi da cham vao y
sao?”
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Hiéu treong gat dau. “Khi ta dén thi thay Ké Gac buwong dang nam trong
tay mot dita bé. D1 nhién c6 bé con d6 chi mudn gitip ma thoi - cling giong
nhw cac nguoi lic vira xong vay - nhung tham chi chi vai tich tac tiép xtc
dé théi cling da khién y trd thanh nguy kich nhw thé nay day.”

“N6 dau roi a?” Charlie héi. “Co bé kia ay.”

“Veé nha r6i.”

“Bang cach nao? Em twéng khong mé duwgc cong & day ma?”

“Pung thé. Dé lam diéu d6 ta phai dwa n6 ra khoi pham vi ctia Anomaly.”
“T6i cho bon quai vat...” Violet ha giong.

“Pung vay,” hiéu trudng dap. “Ciling phdi... tiéu diét mot so nhat dinh, ta
e vay.”

Charlie da ting thay hiéu tredng ra tay, n6 co6 thé dé dang twdng tugng ra
lwgng thiét hai ba da gay ra bang cay trugng xanh 6ng anh ctia minh. Mot
khi da ra tay thi khong thé dung ba lai dugc.

“Om ta di...” Ké Gac Buong lai rén 1. “Duéi Am Ti t6i ldm va ta s¢

»

lam.

Thoi thiuc dwge vo vé cai sinh vat &y manh mé vo cung... Charlie khong
hiéu lam sao hiéu trueéng lai kiém long dugc, chit n6 thi gan nhw khong chiu
dwoc nita roi.

“Ra ngoai th6i,” ba noi vGi ching. “Ra ngoai roi ta sé néi nhitng diéu can
noi.”

Ho ditng trong Nghia trang TGB, vira du ¢ ngoai tam nghe cua Ké Gac
Puwong, mac du Charlie c6 cam giac la van con nghe dugc tiéng thé kho khe
ndng nhoc cua y.

“Néu Ké Gac Puong chét,” hiéu trwedng noi, “thi hao quang y phat ra
cling chét theo, ma chinh hao quang d6 da xua dudi dugc bon quai vat cta
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Am Ti - sy that 13, hdo quang da thdm vao moi chiéc tau dang ngén ngang
trén mat dat noi day.”

“Chinh d6 1a tht dung dé xay dung Hoc vién Ac mong, phai khong a?”
Charlie dot nhién hiéu ra. “Nhitng chiéc thuyén cii k§ & Nghia dia TGB. D6
la 1y do tai sao Hoc vién xua duwgc moi quai vat cta Am Ti.”

“Chinh vay,” hiéu trwdng néi. “Nhung chi véi diéu kién Ké Gac Buong
con song . Néu y bi diét, y sé khong con phat hao quang bdo vé dugc cac
chiéc tau nita, thé 12 nhitng sinh vat cia Am Ti sé& tran ngap nghia trang
TGB va thoat 1én mat dat.”

“Vay nén chung ta phai cttu y!” Theodore kéu lén.

“Co cach nao khong a?” Charlie c6 nén long au lo dang dang lén.

“Co6,” hiéu trwdng ngan nglr mot luc réi dap. “Vay nén ta da nho c6
Brighton dwa cac c6 cau lai day - thé nhung méi hiém nguy vo cung 16n va
chang c6 gi bado dam thanh cong ca.”

“Em bdo dam,” Theodore néi. “Pay, c6 da c6 duwgc Bao dam cua
Theodore Dagget! Coi nhu xong. Bon em phai lam gi day?”

Hiéu trudng than trong nhin né cham cham, can nhac kha nang cung
quyét tam cua bon tré giong nhw mot bac thg may tai gioi ngam nghia
khach hang va biét ngay dugc kich c& ma khdong can t6i mot lan do dac.
Cubi cting ba néi, “Cé mot loai dung dich & Am Ti dwogc cho 1a c6 nang luc
hoéi phuc rat ky diéu - chi can mét hdp nho thoi la da phuc héi lai dugc dén
thoi diém sung man nhat trong doi.”

“ Wow, ” Brooke néi. “Nhung em doan rang khé ma 1ay duwogc no.”

“Poan dung r6i day.”

“La th gi thé a?” Charlie hoi.

“La sita...” hiéu truong noi. “Sita cua Hydra.”
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“Hydra?” Theodore bat thét 1én. “Y cd bao 1a con rong nwéc Hydra nhiéu
dau hung dit 4c doc ay a?”

“Pung, nhung khong phdi con Hydra nao ciling dugc... ma phai la mot
con Hydra céi. Biéu khong may la rong Hydra céi chi ton tai duy nhat cé
mot ma théi... va ching ta khong biét né hién dang & dau.”

“Vay la, dé citu Ké Gac Buong,” Violet noéi, “ching ta phai tim cho ra
con Hydra cai duy nhat & Am Ti, 14y sita cia n6 roi dem vé cho Ké Géc
Puwong truede khi y chét.”

“Chinh xac. Thém nita, vGi cai da Ké Gac buong dang mon moi di nhw
thé nay thi cac ¢6 cau chi c6 chwa tGi mot ngay.”

“Vo phuwong!” Theodore kéu 1én. “D6 1a viéc khong thé duwgc!”

“Khong thé sao?” hiéu trudng dap. “Nhung sao lai thé? Ta twdng cau da
bdo dam lam dwoc kia ma.”

“Po la trede khi em biét cong viéc nay that su 1a thé nao ,” Theodore ndi.
“Y em la diéu ndy gian nan hon em twéng nhiéu.”

“Ta nhé ra phai nghi dén chuyén nay. Pay la viéc citu ca thé gigi nén
chac chan khong thé nao cac ¢6 cau c6 thé thye hién duge dé dang.”

“Bon em sé lam,” Charlie khé néi.

Moi nguoi quay sang no.

“Charlie?” Brooke noi. “Cau chac chi?”

“U. Pay la chuyén can lam, vay thdi. Lam gi con ai khac nita. Hiéu
tredng phai & lai day dé bao vé Ké Gac Buong khoi bon nho cé thé sé xuat

hién, con moi nguwdi & Phan vién Ac mong thi déu dang truy lung Barakkas
va Verminion. Bon minh s€ lam vi bon minh phai lam.”

N6 mim cwoi tw tin véi Brooke.

“Cho chat da...” Violet n6i, li€c nhin hét dira nay dén dita kia. “Cau dang
néi la bon minh sé lam chuyén nay vi cau mudn gay an twgng v6i c6 dy hay
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sao?”

Charlie x4u ho dé birng mat. “Cai gi? Khong! Lam sao cau lai cé y nghi
nhu thé...”

“Chinh cau cé y thé day chit, khong phai a? Mat cau do hét Ién kia kia!”
“Thoi di!”
“Khong thé tin dugc. That day.”

Charlie wéc sao c6 mot cai ho nao do dé chui tot xuéng ngay. Lam sao
Violet lai c¢6 thé budc né vao mét chuyén nhw thé? Lam sao ma n6 c6 thé
lam diéu nay chi dé gay an twong v6i mot c6 gai co chi!

That vay khong nhi?
“Cac c0 cau c6 nhan nhiém vu nay hay khong?” hiéu trudng hoi.
“Co a,” Charlie kién quyét dap, va li€c nhin dam ban. “Pung khéng?”

“May la chi huy ma,” Theodore dap ngay. “Néu may can tao thi c6 tao,
mon frere a - tiéng Phap dod, cé nghia la ‘ban cua t6i’ day.”

“Hiéu ro6i,” Charlie néi, va quay sang Brooke. “Con cau, tham gia ch?”

C06 bé mim cuoi vGi no. “Duong nhién.”

“Tuyét!” né nhin Violet. “Nao, Violet... nhé? T& can cau, that day. Tat cd
bon t& déu can cau.”

Co bé nhin n6 cham cham mat 1at... r6i ham hyc gat dau. “Pugc.”

“T6t,” hiéu trudng nodi. “Ta sé tién cac c6 cau ra khoi Anomaly mot
quang vira da dé cé thé mé cong va cam chan bon quai vat trong khi cac c6
cau lam viéc do.”

Ba sai budc qua khu nghia trang tau dam. Charlie nhin lai Ké Gac Buong
mot lan cudi - nho nhoi, mong manh, cung quan - r6i noéi gét theo.

3k
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Ho buéc di trong yén lang. Nhitng than tau c6 hoang phé 16 nhd chung
quanh nhw béng ma cta nhitng ga khong I6.

“C6 kha nang con nhiéu dia tré khac dang bi mic ket dudi Am Ti,” hiéu
tredng noi, sau mot hoi lau. “Hay dé mat tim chung. Néu citu dugce thi citu
nhé.”

“Bon em sé lam thé,” Charlie dap.

“Nhung trén hét 1a phdi hoan thanh st mang. Khéng cé gi quan trong
bang diéu nay. Khong co gi. Néu khong thi ta da chang yéu cau cac co cau
phai danh liéu mang song ctia minh.”

Ba c6 vé vo cung nghiém trong.

Chang may chdc ho da ra khéi hao quang bao vé ctia Ké Gac Puong va
hwéng vé phia mot rirtng pha 1é sac nhon mau nhd nhd, hinh thanh nén phan
con lai cia Vong 5. C6 nhitng chuyén dong thap thoang trong do6 - nhitng
hinh béng vat vo, t6i tam va chét chéc.

“Thém vai budc nita la mé& cong dugc réi d6,” hiéu trwdng noi. Ba dwa
anh mat chang may thich tha nhin thanh guwom cong ctia Charlie cung con
dao gam cua Violet. “Khi vé Hoc vién hay trang bi vii khi mé&i nhé - may
mon kia la vii khi ctia cac Noob r6i.”

“Thé nghia la bon em da la Addy r6i phai khong a?” Violet ho héi hoi.

“Di nhién. Cac c6 cau nghi ta lai c* mot dam Noob di thi hanh st mang
nguy hiém nhu thé nay sao?”

“Pung r6i!” Theodore la 16n, r6i quay sang Charlie va xoe nam ngon tay
1én cao. “Pirng bat tao gio tay mot minh nhé.”

“Khong bao gio.” Charlie vo vao ban tay dang gio ra, nhung trong dau
thi nghi 6ng Pinch sé khong thich lwgt thang cap nay lam dau.

“Nhan tién,” hiéu tredng noéi, “vui long chuyén 16i gitp ta dén 6ng Pinch
duwgc khong?” Charlie nghi that quai la, hinh nhw ba doc dugc y nghi cta
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7

no.

“Vang.”

“Vui long nhan rang 6ng ay khéng can phu trach Hoc vién khi ta di vang
nita - viéc d6 bay gio dé cho Rose mama lo liéu. Ta mu6n 6ng Pinch cung
di v&i cac c6 cau vé Am Ti. Ta tin cdc cd cau sé thay kinh nghiém ctia dng
ay la... vo gia.”

Charlie, Theodore, Brooke va Violet rau ri li€c mat nhin nhau.

“Vang, ding roi day a,” Theodore 1am bam.

Hiéu tredng gia vo nhw khong nghe thay.

Ngay ltc dy, mét tiéng ru khing khiép choang ngop ca khong gian khién
Charlie phai dwa tay bit tai - c6 cam giac mang nhi cua n6 nhw bong bong
da cang va sap no tung dén noi vay. Mot con gio6 giat tir trén trgi giat xuong,
va khi nhin 1én, ca bon thay mdt vét vang éng tir cay cot dé cia Vong Trong
dang quay cudng lao vé phia minh.

Charlie da nhin thay céi thi sang vang éng ay mot lan roi - trong toa dinh
thw hoang phé ctia bon quy Hag.

“Tyrannus...” no noi.
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CHUONG TAM - TYRANNUS - KFE
PIEN KHUNG

Con doi vang khong 16 twr trén trdi cao phong xudng vaGi lyc cia mot tran
16c xo0dy, roi dam sam xudng mat dat, manh du dé nghién v& vun 16p pha Ié
day dudi ban chan day vdy cua né. Sai canh ctia n6 16n khing khiép - bang
bé rong cua ca mot chiéc may bay chd khach c& 16n - va chi mot cai vay
canh khé nhat ctia n6 thdi cling da quat nga mét con voi roi. Con quai vat
vlra givong cap mat dé rung rgn tritng tritng nhin toan ngudi, vira 1dy mong
vult moc ra tr canh xia nhitng miéng thit cia mot con Phun A-xit con mac
lai gitta ké rang nhon hoat. Charlie nhin thdy quanh cai ngén xwong xau cta
con quy dy la mot chiéc nhan 1én mau den béng, trén c6 nhitng hinh cham
phat ra anh sang do nhu Itra.

D6 chinh la mét trong cdc Tao tdc ctia Am Ti, Charlie chot ngh ra.

“HOAN NGHENH hoan nghénh va mét déng xin chao!” con quy khéng
16 ra 1én, nhdy 1én nhay xudéng cach ho chitng nam muwoi thudc, dam bep
kha khé nhitng con quai Am Ti khong kip tranh di. “Chdo ming dén véi
chd tam thuong nay ciia Am Ti. Ta 1a Tyrannus va rat han hanh dwoc an thit
cac nguoi!”

“That sao?” hiéu tredng quat trd. “Néu nguoi cé hitng thu an thit ching
ta thé thi sao khong lai day ma an di?”

“Mam mam... VUI lam!” Tyrannus khung khuc néi. “Nhung khé qua.

“0, y nguoi dang néi tdi hao quang cia Ké Gac Puong ddy ha?” hiéu
tredng dap. “Ta quén mat mon dé c6 tac dung ghé gém thé nao doi véi
nguwoi. Ta that tinh khong vui chit nao vi nguoi chang thé di lai khap chon
Am Ti ndy nhv nguoi thich.”
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“Chéng thoi!” con quai khong 16 hét vang khoai trd. “Ké Gac Puong roi
sé chéng PI TONG va ta s& nhudm PO mit dat bing mau ti...”

Con Named dot ng6t ngirng lai, ngoeo dau qua mot bén, suy nghi.

“Bang cai so cua mi dy ha?” Theodore 1én tiéng. “Thé van day. Nhuom
doé mat dat bang mau tit cai so ctia nguoi? Nghe dugc day chir?

Charlie quay sang thang ban. “May dién a? Dé cho con quai do ty gieo
van di, duwgc cha?”

“Pung,” Theodore nhanh nhau gat dau. “Po6i khi tao ciing hoi nhanh
nhau that.”

“Ta khong NGHE r6,” Tyrannus gam lén. “Bon nhéc con, lai gan day
mot ti va thi tham cho ta nghe van diéu ctia mi nao... dé ching ta cung dugc
rd ay ma?”

“Thoi, ta bé qua,” Theodore gao lai. “Khong thi nguoi lai tong ta vao...”

“Cau Dagget!” hiéu trdng quat 1én, ngat 16i n6. “Cau lam on dé ta xr tri
vu nay dugc khong?”

“Dugc a,” Theodore ndi. “Puwong nhién.”

“Nguoi muon gi? Tyrannus?” hiéu trwedng thét 16n v6i con quai vat. “Bon
ta la nhitng nguwoi ban ron, chang c6 dv thoi gian ma lang phi v6i nguoi

»

dau.

“Co6 lang phi thoi gian nghia la c6 cach st dung thoi gian ding dan chi
gi. Ca nhan ta dy ha, ta thi thich viron déi canh, an thit 1ii ngdy tho, va nhay
mua theo diéu nhac trong dau ta.”

Con quy Named uén nguoi nhdy mdy cai. CA Am Ti rung chuyén nhu bj
dong dat.

Troi oi, Charlie nghi bung. Con quy nay bi dién r6i!

Hiéu trudng nhan thdy suy nghi cia Charlie lién ra hiéu bang anh mat rat
r0 rang, yén ldng.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pung, tat ca bon ta thinh thodng ciling thich nhdy vai diéu,” ba quay
sang con quai vat to 16n va noi. “Bon ta cé thé gitip dugc gi cho nguoi
khong?”

“Co6 chit. Ta muodn an thit cac ngwoi.”

“E rang ching ta khong thé cho phép diéu dé. Con diéu gi khac?”

“Co. Ta bi xwong ctia con Phun Axit mac & ké rang. Nguoi cé thé t6t
bung leo vao trong miéng ta va 16i ra gium chang?”

“Puogc... thé nhung ta ngd rang dé chi la manh khoe dé an thit ching ta
ma thoi.”

“O, ngwoi TINH QUAI ldm co,” Tyrannus nhin nhé cudi xao quyét roi
gam lén. “Chang ltra nguoi dwoc! Nguoi sac bén qua ldo gia Tyrannus nay
khong bi kip roi - sac bén nhu rang cta con Hydra vay!”

“Nguoi mudn gi?” hiéu treéng noi, giong cudi cot gio day da bién mat.
“Bon ta con nhiéu viéc can lam.”

“Q, ta biét roi, ” Tyrannus tra 10i. G dot ngot 1dy giong nghiém tic. “Ké
Gac buong dang hap hoi va cac nguwoi mudn ciru y. Ngugce lai, ta thi lai rat
muon con quai nho bé thdi tha dé chét phit di cho xong - do do6 ta khong
thé cho cac nguoi roi khoi day dugce.”

“Va chinh xac thi ngwoi dinh ngan chan ching ta bang cach nao day?”

“Thi giét cac ngwoi di thoi, di nhién r6i. Néu cac nguoi di da xa khoi
Anomaly dé md& duwgc cong thi titc 1a cling da ra khoi tam bao vé ctia Ké
Gac buong - luc do ta sé an thit cac nguoi.”

Han nhay mat dua bdn.

“Vay ra day la cat dwong?” hiéu tredng noi.

“Dén khi Ké Gac Puwong chét roi thi sé la cat dau, vi ta sé van dit dau
cac nguoi.” Tyrannus cudi khoan khodai. “Thé nén... ta choi gi dé giét thoi
gian day?”
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Hiéu trwdng quay sang Charlie, thi tham, “Ta sap lam mot chuyén. Khi
do6 cac ¢6 cau hay chay ra khéi tam kiém soat cia Anomaly va mé& cong di
ngay nghe chwa.”

“Lam sao bon em biét khi nao thi t&i luc?”

Anh mit caa hiéu trudng long lanh. “O... sé biét ngay thoi. Nao... chuan
bi doi nwéc.”

Bat thinh linh, khong can ho vé, ba phong vé phia trwdc, nham thang vao
Tyrannus.

Ga Named phan tng ngay tirc khac.

Con quy khong 16 viron nguwoi ditng thang day va giwong hai canh ra - &
khoadng cach gan nhu thé nay mdi thay kich thwdc cua ching that khing
khiép. Ga phat ra mét tiéng rit khién Charlie phai khuyu gbi xuéng, nhung
hiéu trwdng khong hé nao niing. Ba van chay tiép vé phia con quy, trong
giong nhu mot con chudt nhat dang nham tdn c6ng mot con su .

Hiéu trudng chét mdt, Charlie tham nghi. Khong cdch ndo ba cé thé song
sot duoc qua tinh thé nay .

Tyrannus lao vé phia hiéu tredng. Chi mét nhip tim dap trudc khi hai bén
dung do, ba lién vay tay va mét canh cong khong 16 mé tung ra & giira.
Nuéc bién cuon cudn trao ra khoi cong manh dén noi dap Tyrannus day lui
trd lai, khién ga loang choang nga chong kénh, canh x6a xwgi. Dong nwdc
tiép tuc tudn trao x0i xa, cuén phang nhitng sinh vat Hang 5 c6 nhao lai ho
trg cho Tyrannus.

Ba dd mé cong vao dung ngay gitta long dai duong, Charlie hiéu ra. Gio
né da hiéu “doi nwdc” c6 nghia la gi - do6 la bién phap cudi cung, véi y do
quét sach moi thi khi giang dai xung dot da qua lau, va diéu quan trong
nhat van la thoat dugc.

“Nao!” no6 thét goi dam ban. “Lam thoi!”
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Ca bon cung nhao sang phia Tyrannus, co thoat ra khdi tam kiém soat cia
Anomaly trong khi con quéi vat dang vung vay ditng dday. Moi ban nang
trong Charlie déu bao n6é hay chay tranh cho xa ga quai chét ngudi kia chi
khong phai chay lai phia ga, nhung n6 biét rang co hoi ma hiéu trudng da
tao ra cho bon chiing la co hoi duy nhat ma bon ching c6 thé c6 dugc.

Vira chay né vira dudi tay phai ra, nham mat lai va c6 mé& mot canh cong.
Binh thudng thi chuyén nay kha dé dang nhung sat ngay bén canh Anomaly
thi khong dé chit nao ca - Charlie c6 thé cdm nhan sitc manh ky la cta noi
nay da dap tat né nhv mot tdm chan wét pha 1én than hong. N6 ¢6 tap trung
hon nita, van hét sitc e ¢ dat t6i noi s¢ hdi ctia riéng minh - sg bi lam ké
bi ruéng bo, sg bi don doc trong mot thé gigi ma tat thay déu khinh khi
minh.

Minh da v6 duyén vo cd dan ban bé vao nguy hiém, n6é nghi. Va tai sao
chir? Dé tao dn twong véi mét c6 gdi u? Lam sao minh ngu dai thé? Bon né
sé chét vi minh va r6i minh sé bi bé roi & noi ddy, hoan toan don doc...

Pon doc.

Charlie nhe ngwoi khi nhim than hong sg hai da bat dau bung 1én thanh
mot ngon ltta sang ruc. Trong khi chay vé phia Tyrannus, n6 cam nhan
dwgc quyén nang cia Anomaly bat dau gidam dan, va chi chéc lat sau, né
mé& duge mot canh cong tré vé Hoc vién Ac mong.

“Cau lam dugc r6i!” Brooke reo 1én va Charlie lai do birng mat vi xau ho
- xdu ho vi Brooke da chu y dén nd, va xdu ho vi diéu c6 ay néi ra mang y
nghia vo cung 16n lao doi vdi no.

Vo6 do6i canh khong 16, Tyrannus vot 1én khong, bén trén dong thac nuwéc
manh di* doi tir canh cong cta c6 hiéu truedng, roi rit Ién mot tiéng ghé rgn
lam tan chay ca y chi, ga nhao vao Charlie cung dam ban cta no... nhung
vira t6i noi thi chiing da bién mat.

Chiing da quay vé Hoc vién Ac mong.
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Kho vii khi ctia Hoc vién Ac méng dugc b tri trong hdm 16én ctia mot
chiéc khu truc bang sat gan coi cay da - nhitng canh cay ¢ noi d6 day hon,
manh hon va c6 thé do dugce trong lwgng vo cung 1én cia chiéc tau kim
loai. Charlie va Violet quan sat hang hang 16p 16p vii khi treo tréen moc bén
dwéi tdm bang ghi chit VU KHI CUA ADDY.

“Tat ca ré rang déu ngon lanh hon vii khi cia Noob,” Charlie néi.
“Nhung té van thay thich cay kiém cua t6.”

N6 vung kiém tai tinh trong khong khi dé chitng minh 16i néi ctia minh.

“T@ hiéu,” Violet ndi. “T¢ cling van thich Bun-Bun - la con thé nhoi
bong cua td tir héi t¢ con bé ti dy - nhung doi khi ta can biét tdi ltic phai no6i
10i tam biét, cau hiéu khong? Cay kiém nhé xiu dé lam sao bao vé cau lai
nhitng tht nhv Tyrannus dwgc?”

“Lam sao c0 thit gi bao vé chung ta khoi mot con quai vat nhu ga dugc
kia cha?”

“Nhanh 1én nao!” mot giong noi nghiém nghi sau lung chuing ra lénh.
“May con lén cap chit khong c6 phai cuéi xin gi dau ma.”

Charlie han hoan khi nghe giong néi thé rap nhung khong hiéu sao rat
nong hau cia Rose mama. D6 la mét phu nit to béo, hai go ma héng hao
khée manh, va ba téa ra mot mui thom yén binh an i - nhv mui banh quy
c6 rac so-co-la ti lam @ nha vay.

Rose mama quay sang Violet. “Di di. Xem hét di, con gai a, r6i kiém
moén nao 1én tiéng moi moc con ay.”

Violet xem qua v6 s6 gido, trugng, va kiém treo gon gang trén birc twong
sat - cach treo goi cho Charlie nhé lai cach b6 né thwong bo tri cac dung cu
trong nha xe. D4t nhién mat Violet sang lén.

“Cai do,” Violet miéng noi tay chi. D6 la mot cay riu lwdi doi, dai bang
cang tay co bé, vGi can lam bang go tan bi.

Rose mama cudi. “N6 lén tiéng véi con phai khong?”
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“0, vang a...”
“Vay thi lay di.”

Violet g& cay riu ra khéi moc. Nam n6 gon gang trong ban tay phai, c6 bé
von tht vai duong trong khong khi.

“Chao... cam giac nhe ma manh that day a.”

“MOot budc nhdy dai so v6i cay dao nho xiu toi nghiép kia chi ha, con
gai?”

“Pung a! Chi can cam né trong tay théi ma con da c6 cam giac manh mé

A e 99

r0i.
“Mot Chién binh Trir Ta nén cdm thay nhw vay.”

“Chau khong hiéu tai sao chau lai khong duwgc chon mot thi¢ vii khi nao,”
Theodore rén ri. Nay gio né ditng trong goc, mat chdy dai ra. “Chac roi,
chau khéng gidi duwgc mot tram phan trdm nhw Violet va Charlie, nhung
chau biét st vii khi cht - chau xuat than t* mét gia dinh nhiéu doi lam
Chién binh Tri Ta co ma.”

“Vay sao?” Rose mama diu dang néi réi quay sang Violet. “Sao khong
dwa cho no vii khi cua con nhi?”

“Cay riu méi cua con ay a?”
“U. Pua cho nd. N6 néi né biét dung ma.”

“Pugc a,” Violet noéi, rd rang con bé rat mién cwdng nhuwng van lam nhw
Rose mama bao.

“Dén vdi b nao!” Theodore sung swéng noéi va nam chat lay céan riu...
nhung ngay tich tac Violet vira budng tay thi mon vii khi dy roi rén xudng
san nhr mot cai de sat.

Rose mama cuoi ngat.

“Troi a!” Theodore hét 1én. “Nang thé! Sao cau nhac n6 1én n6i?”
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“T6¢ khong biét,” Violet nhun vai. “Nhung té khong thay nang.”

“Bai vi con la Chién binh Trir Ta ma, con gai!” Rose mama néi. “Doi vdi
con thi n6 phai nhw thé théi.” R6i ba quay sang Theodore. “Con con thi dén
bao gio m@i chiu théi cai tro co trd thanh thit khong phai 1a minh day ha,
cai thang nhé nay?”

Theodore vira xdu ho vira titc gian, huynh huych ra khéi kho vii khi ma
khong noi mot 10i.

“Bac khong nén lam thé,” Charlie noi. “Bac lam né dau long 1am day a.”

Rose mama quay cai dau qua kho cua minh vé phia Charlie, va anh mat
ba khién Charlie phai wéc gi dirng 1én tiéng. “Nghe ta né, Charlie Benjamin,
va hay nghe cho ky . Néu ctt né vi thang nhoc do6 va goi no la thit ma ban
than né khong phai thi chang gitp gi dugc cho n6 ca dau. N6 co thé hoac
lam mé6t Phap sw Khai cong vi dai hodc lam mdt Chién binh Trit Ta d& om.
Gio thi chwa thdy ro, nhung viéc nay cé thé tao nén sw khac biét giita viéc
no trd thanh anh hung hay n6 tré thanh ké chét r6i. Con c6 mudn chiu trach
nhiém chuyén nay khong?”

“Khong a,” Charlie khé noi.
“Vay thi hay trwong thanh len di.”
Trudng thanh . Hai ti ay lo Ititng trong khong khi nhv mét dam may doc.

Mong muo6n ghé gém dwgc thoat khdi vang may dy, Charlie quay tré lai
phia bic twong treo vii khi va lung tim mot mon dé thay cho thanh kiém cii.
Sau mot hoi, né tia thady ding thit minh can.

“Lai mo6t thanh kiém khac ha?” Violet hoai nghi hoi khi Charlie g& xuéng
mot thanh kiém méi sang choang. Kiém vach trong khong khi sogt mot
tiéng rat vira y.

“Pay, néu n6 nay khong gay thi...”
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“Addy tré tudi ctia ching ta day r6i,” mot tiéng néi vang l1én sau lung ho.
Charlie quay lai. Ong Pinch dang tién dén gan. “Ta thdy cac nguoi khong
mat qua nhiéu thoi gian dé qua mat ta va di tim ding mén ma minh muo6n
ro6i ddy nhi.”

Oi troi, Charlie nghi tham. Lagi nita roi.

“Hiéu trwdng bao chiing chau nang cap vii khi,” Violet budc ra ding
chan tredc mat Charlie. “C6 hiéu tredng phong ching chau 1én Addy.
Chtng chéau khong doi c6 phai lam thé.”

“O, chéc roi,” 6ng Pinch mia mai. “Cac nguoi hoan toan vo toi, cling nhw
tat ca nhitng tén tu trong tat ca nhirng nha tu vay - tgi 16i dun hét ti dira nay
sang dita khac, rot cudc chi cé thang cudi cung la c6 tdi ma thoi. Vay,
Theodore vira bdo 1a ching ta ¢6 mot chuyén phiéu lwu nhé treéc mat, do
cau Benjamin tré tu6i day dan dau.”

“Hiéu trwedng muodn chd di cung bon chau tim 14y sita cia con Hydra,”
Charlie néi, “vi chd rat hiéu biét vé Am Ti.”

“Pung, kién thitc cta ta vira sau vira rong, nhw dai dwong ctia Vong thi
Tw - ma that tinh cd, chinh 1a ngi ching ta nham tdi. Ta di chit?”

Charlie, ong Pinch, Theodore va Violet tap trung trén boong chiéc tau
cuép bién dé chuan bi cho chuyén quay lai Am Ti.

“Chac t¢ sé phai mé vai canh cong dé tim Vong tht Tw,” Charlie ndi.
“Co thé sé phdi tham do va pham vai sai lam ddy, vi t& chwa hé mé cong tGi
d6 bao gio.”

“Tao thi da md& roi day,” Theodore phan khéi néi.

Tat cd déu nhin né ngd vurc.

“Sao? Thoi dugc, lan ay la mot sai 1am va tao suyt bi an thit - thé nhung
néu khong dap v vai qua tritng thi lam sao lam dugc moén 6p-1ét ha, ding
khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nghe nhw cau da dap bé ca thung tritng ay chi,” Violet nhe rang cuoi.

“Ha ha. Tin t6t 1a t& c6 thé dwa ca bon minh xuéng do - khong c6 gi phai

»

lo.

That ngac nhién, Theodore da hét gian vi cdu néi cia Rose mama.
Charlie kinh ngac khi thady Theodore thay doi tam trang dé dang thé nao -
cam xuc doi véi n6 chang khac gi mot con bao, ao tdi khong hé bao truée
r6i qua di cling nhanh khong kém.

“Cac cau, xin 10i t6i dén mudn!”

Bon ching quay lai thi thdy Brooke dang ngoi trén xuong cao su tién dén.
Co bé da thay quan 4o va chai téc. Hé khi nao Charlie nghi Brooke hét sitc
xinh, thi c6 lai 1am né thém kinh ngac bang cach héa ra xinh hon nita.

“E, Brooke!” Theodore néi va chém chom vé phia Brooke. “Cau dén vira
dung gio ddy chi.”

“Sao cdu ay lai dén day?” Violet héi vdi giong buc boi ré rét. “Té khong
c6 y gi xic pham cau dau, Brooke a, nhwng cau khong phai Chién binh Trw
Ta ma cling chang phai Phap sw Khai cong.”

“U,” Brooke dap, c6 doi chiit ty bdo vé& minh. “Nhung t§ 1a mot Tro tha
cap Leet. C6 thé t¢ biét vai diéu hitu ich.”

“T4t nhién roi, va dé la ly do ca Gido su Pinch ciing cung di.” Violet
quay sang ong rau ria. “bung khong a?”

Ong Pinch cudi kha kha, c6 vé 1dy 1am khodi trwde cai man dung do gitta
bon tré nhuw mot ké sap chét déi ngoi tredc mot mam tiéc ngon lanh day am
ap.

“Ta nghi 1a,” 6ng vui vé néi, “ching ta nén dé Charlie quyét dinh Brooke
c6 nén di cung hay khong. Gi thi gi, hiéu trudng - véi dau 6¢ khon ngoan vo
cung - da giao phé cho cau ay phu trach chuyén phiéu Iwu nhé nay kia ma,
vay nén dé cau ay quyét dinh la phdi nhat, ding khong?”
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Moi ngudi déu quay sang Charlie. N6 nhap nha nhap nhom.
“Sao?” Violet hoi. “Cau dy c6 di khong?”
“0’”.”

“Cau c6 muon tG¢ di khong, Charlie?” Brooke nghiéng ngudi lai gan no...
su gan giii vdi c6 bé 1am né lo lang nhung cling ca thich thi, cing mot lic.

“Vu nay vui na!” Theodore cwoi ha ha. ”Tao chi biét néi rang day la lan
dau tao sung swéng vi khong phai la may.”

Charlie chang mu6n giai quyét chuyén nay mot ti nao, nhung rd rang né
phai lya chon. Néu n6 néi co, thi Violet han sé cho rang la vi n6 mé Brooke
va muon tao an twgng vdi ¢o dy. Nhung néu né néi khong, thi Brooke chac
sé cho rang do la vi né chi 1a con roi trong tay Violet, va lam bat ct diéu gi
Violet bao n6 lam. Pang nao ciing dé.

N6 nén lam phat long Brooke hay Violet day?

”Té nghi 1a,” nd n6i sau mot hoi dan do can nhac, ”c6 1€ tot nhat cau nén
& lai day, Brooke a, con coi s6c cin ct nita chit. Y t& 1a s& nguy hiém ldm
va khong can phai liéu mang séng cua tat ca ching ta mot cach khong can
thiét, phai vay khong nao?”

Brooke nhin n6 cham cham, ro rang vira that vong vira tirc gian.
”Pugc r6i,” cudi cung Brooke néi. ”Théi chic cac ngwdi may man!”

CO quay di, budc trd lai chi€éc xuéng cao su dang cho ré6i nhanh chong
bién vao tan 14 bén duwéi. Violet hinh nhu rat hai 1ong nhung Charlie thi lai
chi mudn chét phiit di cho xong.

Khéng hay ré6i , né nghi. Khong hay gi hét.

”Nao!” 6ng Pinch trong long thud vi, cit tiéng néi. ”T6i Am Ti 14y sita
dugc chwa day”?
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CHUGONG CHIN - PAI DUONG
KHUNG KHIEP

Ong Rex c6 lan da goi dai dwong & Vong thit Tw la ‘Vuyc sau Gia lanh’.
Nhuv thuong 1€, ong Pinch da cai lai va néi thich goi la ‘Pai duong Khing
khiép’ hon. Ong Rex lién gat phing di, néi ring cai tén ay vira thiéu céi
dep, lai chang c6 chat tho; thé nhung bay gio, khi lan dau tién dugce tan mat
trong thay noi nay thi Charlie phai cong nhan rang 6ng Pinch da dat tén
khong thé chinh xac hon - thdt khting khiép.

DPai duong ctia Vong thit Tw nay 1a mot ving nwdc cuén cudn, tdi den va
lanh 180, ménh mang v6 tan, khong thé nhin thay cho tin cung. Nhitng con
song cao dap vao bo lam tung lén man bui nwdc rat rat. Nhitng ngon song
bac dau cé6 mau xam ban, va con gié tan bao théi trén mat song mang theo
mui thoi rita kho ngiri.

“Cho nay khiép that ddy,” Theodore néi, va nhin quanh e deé.

“Pung thé,” Charlie dong y. N6 quay sang ong Pinch. “Theo thay thi bay
gio minh nén lam gi?”

“Theo ta ay ha?” 6ng Pinch v& ngac nhién. “Nguwoi muon biét y kién cta
ta &y ha? Nhung ta dau phdi l1a ké 1anh dao cai nhom nhé vui tinh nay - la
nguoi day chi.”

“Thoi ma, thay dirng nhw thé,” Charlie nai ni. “Bon em can thay gitp.
Em khong biét cach nao dé tim con Hydra ay ca.”

Ong Pinch lic dau quay quay. “Khéng, khong, khong... khong duoc dau.
Hiéu tredng giao cho nguoi phu trach thi ngwoi phai biét lam sao chit. Suy
cho cuing, néu ba dy cho ta la ké thich hgp lam viéc nay thi da giao cho ta
phu trach roi.”
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Charlie thé dai. N6 da biét 6ng Pinch cay cid nhung thé nay thi ngoai sitc
chiu dyng ctia né r6i.

“Lé ra nén dem Brooke theo md&i phdi,” Theodore 1am bam. “Cau ay c6
thé khong biét dwgc nhiéu thé nay nhung it ra cling sé néi cho bon minh
biét diéu ma cau ay biét .”

“N6i ding lam!” 6ng Pinch nhin Charlie va né nu cwdi méo mé. “X4au ho
chua... quyét dinh dau tién & vai tro lanh dao ma chwa gi da bi nhitng nguoi
di theo nghi ng@ roi. Ta ty hoi khong biét ba hiéu trwdng c6 sai 1am chang
khi b6 tri ngwoi 1anh dao ching ta...”

“Thoi di a,” Violet néi. “Day chang phadi la vé thay hay vé bon em, ma la
vé viéc lam sao cho phai, thé nén thay hay lam cai diéu phai ay va gitp bon

»
!

emdia

Charlie khong chac Violet that long c6 y nhu thé khong, hay chi 1a khong
muon thtra nhan minh da sai khi bé Brooke lai & nha; nhung du sao thi 16i
noi cua co bé cling c6 tac dung.

“Giong Hydra rat thich cho nuwéc sau,” 6ng Pinch néi. “Do6 la ly do tai
sao chung ta khong hé thidy ching & noi gan bo nay.”

“T6t r6i,” Charlie dap. “Vay ta chi can tim céach ra gitta dai duong la
duogc.”

“Tao sé md& mot cai cong,” Theodore dé nghi. “R6i bon minh an trém
mot chiéc thuyén.”

“Tuyét, nhung an trom thé nao?”

“Sao tao biét thé nao dwgc chit!” Theodore néi. “Tao chi la ngudi néu y
twdng, nguwoi cd cai nhin toan canh, nguwdi nghi vé ‘birc tranh 16n’ - may
phai lo t6 chitc chit.”

“Tao? Tai sao tao lai luon phai...”
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“Nhin kia,” Violet ngat 10i tredc khi Charlie néi hét cau. Co bé chi mét
vat trong hao hao mét chiéc bé mau bac dang dap dénh cach mép nuéc
khong xa. “Céi gi kia?”

Ong Pinch cudi khay, “Loi gidi dap cho van dé nho nhé dau tién cta
ching ta.”

D6 khong phaéi la mot chiéc be. P6 1a mot con sita bién.

MGt con stta bién khong 16.

Charlie 16i qua cac ngon séng nho6i dap dé ra t6i chd con vat dang noi
1énh bénh trén mat nwéc den ngom lanh gia.

“Can than may cdi xuc tu caa n6!” 6ng Pinch la 16n khi cuing hai da kia
10i theo sau. “Néu dé ching dam vao thi nguoi sé bi té liét day.”

Tuyét, Charlie nghi va dam dam nhin xuéng mat nwdc toi den. Ct? mdc ké
bon t6i ra nhdt chiéc bé duy nhdt co thé lam 6ng té liét di.

N6 trong thdy mot dong xuc tu sac s& dang troi dap dénh bén canh con
vat to 16n. Nhitng xic tu vira dai vira map map, phap phong nhe nhe cho
dén khi ngo ngudy chim khuat vao trong bong toi. Charlie vira than trong
tranh né vira bau vao cai lung dai nhu cao su ctia con stta dé tréo 1én. Cam
giac that phat kinh - chang khac nao dang s& vao mot con sén lay nhay va
w6t rwgt ca - Charlie con trong thidy ca ndi tang cia con vat dang dap nhe
nhe duéi 16p da trong sudt va bong lang ma né dang bam vao.

“Ui, cai th nay gom qua di,” Violet treo len theo va noi. “Nguoi ta goi
bon nay la gi a?”

“Stta N6,” ong Pinch no6i khi Violet kéo 6ng 1én.

“Stta N6?” Theodore lap lai, thang nay ciing dang loay hoay bo 1én luwng
con vat khong 16. “Sita N6, tén gi ma ngu ngoc thé chiy?”

“Tin ta di. Céi tén ay rat thich hgp vdi chiing.”
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“Pugc ro6i,” Charlie néi. “Nhung lam sao bat con ‘Stta N6’ nay dwa minh
dén noi can dén bay gig?”

“Dé lam, that. Bon nay la giong don gian, song theo ban nang, ching
hodc sé boi vé phia con mo6i hodc sé boi tranh xa hiém hoa.”

“Hoan hdo,” Violet néi va di lai bén swon phia gan bo ctia con Sita No.
Co0 bé 1ay riu ra, dung canh lwi riu choc cho con vat mot cu.

Phan &ng xdy ra tirc thi.

Con Stra N6 dat that nhanh xa khdi bo - xa luon ca vét dau do vii khi caa
Violet gay ra - tién vé phia ving nuwéc sau den tham & phia xa. Charlie v
cung kinh ngac trwée sy lanh lung ma hiéu qua cta c6 ban. Co6 1é no ciing
lam nhu thé thoi, nhwng chac han sé cé chiat ngai ngan.

“Hay!” Theodore reo lIén khi con Sita N6 ché bon nguoi ra gitta dai
dwong. “Gig thi chi con moi viéc la giwvong mat 1én ma tim con Hydra nita
thoi.”

Ntra tiéng dong ho6 sau do, ho phat hién ra mot con.

Con quai vat dang len 16i qua m6t dan Stta N6 khong 16 1énh bénh nhw
nhitng chiéc phao lwgi ca trén mat nwdc den ngom. Charlie sttng so6t nhan
thay con Hydra hoéa ra rat 16n - phai bang ca mét chiéc xe i, cé sau cai dau,
dau nao cling c6 mot m@ rang nhon hoat sang bong. Lép da san sui vay
xanh luc khién con Hydra trong giong nhw mot con rong c6 cai dudi to be
day n6 veé phia trudc, bang bang qua nhitng ngon séng dap dénh.

“NO c6 phai con cai khong a?” Charlie hoi.

Ong Pinch lic dau. “Kich thwéc khong phai, mau sic ciing khong phai.
Con cai to hon nhiéu va c6 mau xanh biéc kia - it nhat thi ngwoi ta don nhw
thé. Di nhién chwa ai titng nhin thdy nd, vay nén chang biét né & noi nao.”

Bong nhién con Hydra phat ra mot tiéng kéu dau ddn, roi bat dau giay
dua, ban tung 1én nhitng man nuwdc bién. Charlie nhin thady quanh nhitng cai
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chan nhuw mai chéo cia con vat la rat nhiéu nhitng xuc tu sac s¢ dang quan
vao, roi tinh 1én nhw mot dong my sgi khong 16.
“Con Stta N6 kia tom dwgc né roi!” Violet néi. “Va may con khac dang

xum lai.”

“Con ctia bon minh ciing thé day nay,” Charlie néi khi thay con Stta N6
ma chung dang cudi cling dang dat vé phia con Hydra vay vung.

Bon Sita N0 tién lai cho con vat quan quai dau dén, vay chat 1ay n6 trong
mé& xic tu mang chat doc - cang gidy dua manh thi con Hydra lai cang bi
siét chat vo vong hon. Ca sdu cai dau ctia con Hydra cung tap dit doi vao
bon tan cong nd, xé toac nhitng vét rat sau va rong trén than 1 siva, lam
chdy ra ao ao mét chat dich trong va dac.

“Kia!” Theodore kéu lén. “Ching dang chuyén sang mau dé!”

Pung nhu thé. Moi con Sita N6 danh nhau véi con Hydra dang dan dan
chuyén tir mau bac qua mot mau doé sam, mau doé ruc 1én tir tan trong nguwoi
chung.

“Qi cha,” 6ng Pinch néi khé.

“Céi gi?” Charlie hoi. ““Oi cha’ nghia 1a thé ndo?”
“C06 1€ nguoi nén lai tranh xa ra di thi hon.”

“Tai sao?”

Dot nhién mot con Stta N6 n6 tung véi mot e manh dén ndi gan nhu xé
con Hydra sdu dau ra lam hai. Lan lugt titng con mot, theo mot phan ng
day chuyén ghé rgn, tat ca 1t Stta N6 déu bat dau n6 am am, to nhuw tiéng
dai bac. Mot tran mua thit tdng cung chat dich nhay nhua trat xuéng dau co
Charlie cung cac ban.

“Po 1a ly do tai sao,” ong Pinch kéo nhitng manh xuc tu dinh trén rau
minh va noi.
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Vi dang troi hudng lai nhitng con vat dang no tung, Charlie bén phéng ra
phia dau ctia con vat ma ca bon dang cudi va thoc lwdi kiém vao dé, that
manh. Con nay dat ra theo hwéng ngugc lai - tdch khoi nhitng con Stta N6
khac.

“Nao, nao...” Charlie thuc.

Con Stta N6 chd ca bon dat ra khéi nhitng con sita khac véi toc do vo
cung cham chap. Charlie da chac mam phen nay bi ket lai trong dgt séng
cac con vat sap no tung kia roi - nhung roi ho cling xoay x& tranh da xa
khoi pham vi tredc khi con cudi cung n6 tung lam ban rao rao mét tran mua
gom ghiéc dit doi.

“G6m ghiéc,” Violet n6i khi ca bon phui hét nhitng tang thit va chat dich
bam trén mat.

“Gom ghiéc dy ha? Hoanh trang thi c6!” Theodore la to. “Pting 1a mot
man trinh dién cuc ky!”

“Phai cong nhan la kha ngoan muc,” Charlie néi. “Nhung chang cé nghia
1y gi ca. Bon ching ty sat dé ha d6i phuwong dy ha? Bung la dién.”

“Loai ong cling lam nhw vay,” éng Pinch néi. “Sau khi mot con ong dot
xong, né chét ngay, bdi vi ca nhan la con sé khong - chi bay dan méi quan
trong. Bon Sita N6 nay ciing thé. Ching hy sinh cd nhan dé bao vé bay
dan.”

“Chac vay.”

“Chac vay? Nguoi cho la ta dang gat nguoi hay sao chit? Nguoi cho la ta
vira mat tri va quyét dinh danh ca ngay cung cap cho ngwoi nhitng thong tin
sai lac nhw mét thang dién khung nao dé hay sao?”

“Khong,” Charlie sttng s6t vi con boc phat quai la caa 6ng Pinch. “Em
chi noi la c6 vé dé khong phai la mot chién lwgce sinh ton hgp ly cho lam.”

”Nguoi thi biét gi vé sinh ton ma néi?” éng Pinch gam lén, 10 rang con
gian cua ong tang 1én moi gidy. ”Lam gi c6 chuyén ghé rgn nao da tirng xay
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ra v6i ngwoi dau! Nguoi chang gdp diéu gi can phéai vugt qua - cha me
nguwoi van con song, nguoi van con Kha nang va bay gio nguoi dang & day
va lam nhw hiéu rd hon ta trong khi chinh ta mot thoi méi la ké vi dai nhat
tirng ton tai. Charlie Benjamin, quyén nang cua ta manh dén noi so ra thi
nguwoi chi giong nhv mo6t tén hé ma thoi - thdng bé con kiéu cang dang
thuvong a!”

Con boc phat nay tir dau ra vay? Charlie ty hoi.

Theodore va Violet li€c nhin nhau, ling ting. Chang dita nao biét phai
do6i dap lam sao.

“Em xin 10i,” cu6i cung Charlie n6i. N6 nghi mét ngwoi ngao nghé nhw
ong Pinch ma phai tra 10i titng cau hdi ctia mot thang bé mwoi ba tudi thi
han la mé6t viéc khong dé dang gi. “Em biét thay mat cha me khi chi bang
tudi bon em, va bon em ciling hiéu nhitng gi Phan vién da lam doi vdi thay

cach day nhiéu nam la khong ding. Em khong c6 y tra van gi thay cd. Em
chi dinh...”

“C4i gi? Nguoi chi dinh cai gi?”

Charlie vita m& miéng noi... thi né chgt cam thdy dwdi chan minh cém
1én mat cai rat la. “Cé ai vira cam thay gi d6 khong?”

“Té c6,” Violet hodng hot.

Charlie nhin qua swon cia con Stta N6 ma ca bon dang cwdi, xudng vung
nuwéce t6i den bén dwdi. Chang khac gi nhin vao mot chau muyec ca.

“Chac khong c6 gi. Chi c6 cam giac nhu la...”

Mot con Hydra tir dwdi nwdc sau vot 1én roi rét xuéng ngay con Sita NO
ctia ca bon, lam con sita 1at nghiéng. Moi ngudi roi xuéng man nwéc den
cta Vong 4. Con quai nhiéu dau c6 boi theo dép nhung lai bi viréng vao
dam xuc tu lung bung nhét nhat ctia con Stta N6 dang nam 14t ngtra.

“Boi di!” Charlie quat 1én. “Boi xa ra! Con stta sap no day!”
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That vay, con vat von lam bé ché ho bat dau sang dan 1én mot mau do
ruc ro.

Ca dam cudng quit boi tranh xa con Stta N6 trong khi con Hydra dam
toac vao nd, con Hydra cang chéng cuv thi lai cang bi mac ket trong nhitng
voi cham té liét kia. Chang may choc sau, hai sinh vat chi con la mot bui
hon don rang va xtc tu va chat dich sanh ban tung tée.

“Ctt boi di!” Charlie nh6 bing nwéc man tanh twdi khéi miéng roi hét
1én. “Chi vai thwdc nita théi! Chac minh sap ra t6i noi an...”

Con sifa n6 tung, giét chét con Hydra ngay titc khac va tao mot dgt chan
dong khong 16 trong lan nwdc. Séng dap vao nguwdi Theodore manh dén noi
khién né bat tinh tic khac.

N6 tir tir chim xudng vung nudc den ngom sau khong day.

“Theodore!” Charlie gao lén, c6 hét sitc dé gitt thang bang cho chinh
minh. Nu@c lanh céng va cac co trong ngudi né bat dau cing lai. N6 voi
boi dén cho Theodore nhwng van con cach vai thuéc.

“PEé t¢ tim cau ay!” Violet la 16n roi 1an xudng nuwéc.

Hady tim cho ra c@u @y, Charlie tham nghi, noi kinh hoang cang lic cang
tang. Lam on dirng dé cdu dy chét!

N6 dém dugc tdi muwoi bay gidy vo tan, roi thé phao khi Violet tréi 1én lai
mat nwdc, om Theodore dang ngat xiu trwdc nguc.

“Tinh day, Theo!” co bé hét len. “T¢ khong gilt chat dugc cau dau!”

Mat Theodore hap hay mé ra. “Dén chwa?”

“Chua, chwa dén dau cd,” Charlie khoa nuwéc, trd 10i. “Bon minh dang
don doc gitta dai dwong & Vong 4 ctia Am Ti!”

“Khong don doc dau,” ong Pinch néi, mat dam dam nhin vé phia xa.
“Khong con don doc nira dau.”
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Charlie nhin 1én thi thdy mot con Hydra khac dang tién nhanh lai gan.
“Tuyét that,” n6 1am bam va rut kiém ra.

Chi trong thoang choc con vat da t6i noi va nhe sau ham rang nhon hoat
tap no6. Charlie cam thay mot cam gidc binh than quen thudc tran ngap khi
k¥ nang Trir Ta caa no troi day. N6 danh lui hét dot nay dén dgt khac nhitng
dot tan cong cta nhitng ham rang ac hiém kia véi toc do va sy duyén dang
gan nhu siéu nhién - va qua that chinh la nhv vdy - nhung Charlie biét né
khong thé tru mai dugc.

Phdi chi minh mé dugc mét cdnh céng, né nghi. Liic do nuéc sé tran qua
va cuén bon minh theo ra khéi noi nay!

Thé nhung du né la Be Doa Kép, va c6 thé trir ta lan khai cong, nhirng no
chang thé nao lam dwgc hai chuyén cung mot lic. Néu ngung chién dau
tham chi chi mét gidy thoi d€ mé cong thi né cung moi nguwdi khac chac
chan sé chét. Theodore con qua yéu khong thé gitip dugc gi, con Violet thi
dang phdi van hét sttc méi gitt dugc Theodore khéi bi chét chim. Con 6ng
Pinch... 6i, chuyén m@ cong da thanh ra xa mu mit - tro Rat phép ghé todm
ctia Phan vién Ac mong da twdc di kha ning dé cia 6ng roi.

Charlie van dang mua kiém dé day lui cac dot tdn cong ctia con Hydra thi
nhan thdy cé thém hai con thi gém ghiéc nhuw thé nita dang boi vé phia
minh.

Bay gio da co tgi ba con.

“Pirng danh nita!” 6ng Pinch quat 16n. “Khong thang dugc dau!”

“Cai gi?” Charlie hét lén dap. “Thay dién a? Néu ngung danh thi ching
an thit em mat. Chang an thit chiing ta mat!”

“Ct lam nhu ta bao!”

“Nhu thé 1a tw sat.”

“Nghe 10i ta, khong thi chét bay gio! Nao, budng... kiém... xuéng!”
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Ong gia nay dang néi gi vay chir? Charlie nghi thim. Ong Pinch dau
hang roi sao? Ong ta muén két thiic moi chuyén sao?

“Nghe 10i thay ay di!” co tiéng noi cat 1én sau lung Charlie. La Violet.
“Du sao cling khong danh dugc bon chung n6 dau, Charlie. Ci¢ lam theo 16i
ong ay di - bon minh khong con lya chon nao nita dau!”

Co cuong lai ban nang trong nguwdi, Charlie ha kiém xudng.

Titc thi mot cai miéng cua con Hydra dép ldy nd, ngdm ngay that lung
né. Charlie cé thé cam thay nhitng chiéc rang sac bén ép vao luwng va bung
minh. Trong miéng con Hydra w6t va t6i nhu trong quan tai déng kin.
Charlie c6 thé ngi thdy mui héi théi ctia nhitng bita an trwdc do ctia con
Hydra tir dudi da day con vat boc 1én - c6 mui giong nhuw ca won va rong
bién thoi rita.

V@dy ra minh chét nhv thé nay ddy, né tham nghi: . Cd bon minh sé chét
nhu thé nay day.

Hinh dnh ctia b6 me n6 vut hién 1én trong tam tri, mim cwdi an can, ludn
day ap tinh yéu thwong. N6 da khong gap ho nhiéu thang nay roi, Phan vién
Ac mong da gidu ho & mdt noi nao do, dit cho ho tén méi cling nhan than
méi dé bao vé ho khéi nhitng con quéi vat cia Am Ti.

Ué6c gi nd biét dugc ho dang & noi nao va ho c6 hanh phiic va an toan
hay khong.

Uéc gi c6 thé 6m ho mot 1an nita.

Udc gi...

Nhung réi béng t6i phu chup 1ay ngudi no.
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CHUONG MUOI - VAT SUA HYDRA

Charlie tinh day va thdy minh dang nam trén mot dong xwong 16n ¢ dudi
day ho sau. Nudc tur trén tran cao nho giot xudng, va n6 nghe thdy tiéng
nuwéc chdy khap phia. N6 liéc nhin quanh thi thady nhitng ngudi khac bén
canh minh cling dang lan lwgt tinh day. Charlie khong hinh dung dwgc
chinh xac bon ho dang & dau - c6 vé la trong mot cai hang sau - nhung it
nhat n6 biét cad bon van con séng, va d6 méi la diéu quan trong nhat. N6
vén 4o lén thi thady rang con Hydra da dé lai nhitng dom mau trén bung va
trén lvng minh, nhung cam on troi, thwong tich chi cé thé ma thoi.

“Charlie...” mot giong néi yéu 6t cat 1én bén canh né. La Violet. “Bon
minh thoét ro6i a?”

“T6¢ nghi vay... nhung khong biét bang cach nao. Tai sao con Hydra
khong an thit bon minh?”

“La do co cdu xa hoi cta ching,” 6ng Pinch ndéi, va nhém ngudi day,
chong khuyu tay trén xwong song cia mot loai ca khong 16 nao dé - van con
mot it thit bam vao khung suwon. “Khong mot con Hydra thg nao dugc phép
an tredc Hydra Chua cé - con chia sé thir trvdc moi moén. Khi xong r6i thi
bon Hydra duc méi dugce xoi nhitng thit con sot lai.”

“Vay nén thdy bao em ngitng danh va dé chung bat cd dam minh dén
day?” Charlie héi. “Thay biét chiing sé dwa ching ta vé cho Hydra Chua
phai khong?”

Pinch nhuin vai. “Thi cling dang dé th xem ch&? Ta nghi minh nén biét
on vi con chda nay chi thich an moéi séng, chi khong thi hoan canh ctda
chuing ta sé rat khon kho.”

“Y thay 1a con khon khé hon 1a bi ket citng trong 6 Hydra chd dwoc con
chia an thit ay a?” Theodore ngoi day.
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“Khon kho con tot hon 1a chét - thwa cau Dagget. Cau khong dong y vay
sao?”

“Em dong y nhung mong em dau qua vi phai nam trén mdy cai xuwong

»

nay...

“Pugc 16i,” Violet néi. “Xem chiing ta dang phai chong lai cai gi day
nao.” Co bé tréo Ién miéng ho. Charlie theo sau, nhung diéu ma n6 nhin
thay khi 1én tGi do thi chang lay gi lam khich 1é ca. Ho dang & trong mot
hang dong dwdi nwdc. Nhitng dong song dé nuwédc vao trong nhitng cai ho
den thui. Nhitng con Hydra dyc lwon ra lwgn vao, chac dé 1a 16i boi ra dai
dwong ngoai kia - c6 it nhat 1a ba mwoi con quai ghé gébm nhw thé. Bén kia
nhitng ho nwéc, Charlie nhac thady con Hydra Chtia nhw mét nit hoang dang
ngo6i chém ché trén ngai.

Con Hydra Chta to dung, gan bang c& mot con ca voi. Nhitng chiéc vay
xanh biéc chiéu lap lanh ngay ca trong thit &nh sang 10 mo cua hang dong.
Mot cap dau to 16n canh chirng trong lic may cai dau con lai nam ngu say
sira bén nguoi n6. Mot vai con Hydra so sinh bao gan, moi con c& bang con
gdu, dang n6 dua vat 1o6n nhau khap trong hang trong lic s6 con lai xum xit
quanh con chua, bu 1ay bu dé nhitng dng sita chay ngang doc khap chiéc
bung c6 vay nhu do giap cua no.

“Cau thay may ong sita ay khong?” Violet chi vao bung cta con Hydra.
“Pé la noi ta sé 1dy sira.”

“Pung,” Charlie néi. “Hoan hdo.”

“Hoan hao ay ha?” Theodore lap lai tir ay trong khi leo 1én khoi ho, ditng
canh hai dita. “May néi ‘hoan hdo’ la sao? Bon minh lam cach nao Idy dugc
stta day? Pay khong phai la siéu thi. Khong thé c thé di thang tdi roi noi la
‘ban cho mot lit stta di’.”

“Suyt!” Charlie va Violet cung n6i mot luc.
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“Ne, Theodore,” Violet néi ti€p. “Tim dwgc Hydra Chua la phan viéc
gian kho nhat. By gio, mot diva trong bon minh phai 1én lai gan dé vat sita

»

no.
“Q, vay théi ha?” Theodore thi thao. “Chi can 1én lai gan va vt sita con
quai vat khong 16 do thoi ay ha? Dé nhi!”
MGt cap Hydra so sinh gan dé quay lai nhin ba dita.
“Suyt!” Charlie va Violet lai néi, lan nay gat hon.
“May khong can lo chuyén dé,” Charlie n6i thém, “vi tao sé lam.”

“Phan doi,” Theodore dap. “Ca phau thuat nay doi héi k§ nang va su tinh
té, ding la thit ma Bac sy Dagget day chuyén thyc hién - Bac sy ‘Hanh
bong’! Tao la dan ong ma, nhoc! B6 dung la cach ta hanh dong.”

“U, ,” Charlie nhin ring cudi. “Du 16i dé nghi 4y nghe rat hap dan,
nhwng may phéi ¢ lai day dé mé cong cho moi ngudi thoat ra trong truong
hop c6 chuyén chang lanh.”

“Chang lanh gi cht? May chét dy ha?”
“Theodore!” Violet gat lén.
“E, dirng c6 nhin td, chinh né khoi ra ma!”

“Tao khong chét dau,” Charlie néi. “Y tao chi 1a... & day c6 nhiéu thit ma
bon minh khong thé kiém soat hét dugc.”

“Ma c6 thé dan t6i viéc may bi chét,” Theodore ti€p. “Vay nén tao mdi la
nguoi sé lam chit khong phai may.”

“Chuyén nay da quyét r6i.” Néi xong Charlie quay di nhu thé da théa
thuan xong.

“A, chuyén da quyét. Pugc thoi. Hiéu réi. Vay co diéu gi dac biét may
muon tao nhan lai véi b6 me may néu nhv cai ‘quyét dinh’ vi dai nay khong
thanh c6ng khong? Va may muon bon tao x 1y céi thi thé cia may thé nao
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day? Vi du gia st chi con s6t mot cai ngén tay thoi thi may mudn bon tao
nhat vé dem chon hay héa tang?”

“Theodore, bénh qua di!”

“Va cling chang an thua gi cd,” Charlie thém vao. “May khong doa dugc
tao dau, Theodore. Tao sé lam chuyén nay.”

“Con t6?” Violet noi, “t¢ co6 thé lam dwgc. Hay t& bi ra ria vi la con gai?”
Cai tritng mat cda c6 bé that dang gom.
“Nghe nay, t& biét cau lam dugc,” Charlie n6i. “Nhwng cau phai ¢ lai day

dé gitt 1t Hydra tranh xa khéi Theodore trong ltic né mé& cong, trong truong
hop cé chuyén chang lanh. Vé can bén thi té can cau & day dé chién dau.”

“Tao chién dau dugc,” Theodore noi. “Violet la Chién binh Trit Ta khong
c6 nghia la chi c6 minh cau ay biét chién dau.”
Charlie nham chat mat lai.

“Hai nguoi dang lam t& phat dién 1én day, biét khong? Ca hai, lam on, c&
¢ lai va lo liéu & cho nay va dirng c6 cai nhang 1én nita, dé t& yén tam di vat
stta con Hydra Chua, dugc khong?”

“Pugce,” Violet noi.

“Tot. Con Theodore?”

“Cai gi? Pugc, tao da néi dugc roi con gi. Cit di ma vat sita con Hydra
Chuia ngu xuan cua may di, xi.”

“ft nhat thi cau ciing da c6 ké hoach ro6i chit?” Violet héi. “Té¢ mudn noi
la cau tinh vuegt qua khodng dat trong tron kia bang cach nao ma khéng bi
phat hién day?”

“Peé t& cho cac cau thdy.” Charlie quay sang con Hydra bé gan dé6 nhat va
goi né. “E, é nhéc...”

Sau cai dau ctia con Hydra so sinh quay hét vé phia Charlie. Thdt ra thi
con qudi nay cting khdu khinh, mét cdch dién ro, day chir . N6 tiép tuc noi
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ngot ngao voi con thu. “Bé ngoan nao. Lai day, bé Hydra ngoan. Lai v&i
Charlie nao.”

Con thu so sinh nhin n6 do héi, r6i chdp chitng di lai trén bon cai chan
run ray.

“Ngoan lam!” Charlie thi thao. “Lai day, Hydra, Hydra, Hydra... lai day,
bé Hydra xinh xan.”

“Cha, day chang phai la chuyén dugc nghe moi ngay dau,” Theodore noi.
“Hoi to mo mot chut, cai gi khién may nghi con vat ay sé khong muon...
may biét do... an thit may nhi? N6 con bé that, nhung van to gdp doéi may
do.”

“Con Hydra nay sé khong an thit tao vi né chwa an dugc thit... né van con
bt sita me, va diéu nay c6 nghia la n6 sé duwa tao thang t&i cho me né.”

Sau vai gidy, con Hydra so sinh t&i noi va Charlie nhe nhang vu6t ve mot
cai dau ctia con vat. N6 kéu gt git, ¢ vé thich dugc nhu vay.

“Puwoc roi, ta di nao...”

Charlie li€c nhin nhitng con Hydra duc triedng thanh dang hoi ha t6i lui
trong hang dong. Bon ching duong nhw khong nhan thdy chuyén dang xdy
ra, thé 1a n6 le lang nhdy ra khoi hé va tron xuéng phia dwéi bung con thu
so sinh quai di. N6 quap ca hai tay hai chan, bAm nhw mét con khi con dwéi
bung con thu.

“Di thoi nao, anh ban nho. Lai véi me nao. May khong doi sao? May
khong khat sao?”

Con vat so sinh van ditng yén tai cho. Charlie khong nghi ra tai sao con
Hydra lai khong chiu di cho t6i khi nhan thdy con vat dang t0 mo nhin
Theodore cham cham.

“Léu léu 1éu!” thang nhoc gay nhom noi vdi con quai vat so sinh. “May
la con qudi vat sau dau bi bién déi gen! May la do quai thai nho cé vay!”
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Vira néi né vira duat hai ngén tay cai vao tai, ngic ngoac may ngon tay va le
lwdi ra trong khi miéng thi phét ra tiéng tréu choc.

“Theodore?” Charlie n6i qua ké rang trong khi van van hét sitc bam vao
bung du6i cuaa con quai vat.

(‘Gi?”

“May lam on... dung c6 lam con quai con nay... phan tam dugc khong?”

“0, dwong nhién dugc.”

Khoéng noi 16i nao nita, Theodore tugt xuéng vao long ho véi 6ng Pinch,
trong dong xwong ngoén ngang.

“Chtc may man,” Violet néi. “Hodc la that can than hoac la that may
man nhé.”

“T@ sé co c6 ca hai.” N6 mim cuwoi mot cai that nhanh véi c6 ban, roi
quay lai v&i con Hydra so sinh. “Nao, anh ban nhé. Bén ché me nao.”

Con Hydra so sinh quay di va buéc qua cai hang dong to dung vai
Charlie bAm citng dwdi bung. Khi con thd luon lach qua dam Hydra duyc
tredng thanh, Charlie nin thd, cau khan ditng c6 con nao nhin thay hoac
ngtri thdy minh. That nhe nhom, khong mot con thd them li€éc mat téi ca.

Cudi cung con vat cling tdi dugc vdi me no.

O gan nhu thé ndy, thi bung ctia con Hydra Chiia trong giéng nhu mot
birc twong da cao, citng, va doc ditng. Charlie cé thé nghe ti€éng bon quai
con mut chun chut khi bu quanh v6 s6 hang voi tiét ra sita.

Binh tinh nao, né ty nhu. Yén Idng nao.

May thay bon nh6c dang mé mai bd nén khong chi y tGi n6. Con vé phan
con Hydra Chda thi bon céi dau ctia né déu da ngn, hai cai con thirc thi
cling dang lim dim va trong c6é vé nhu sé thiép di khong biét lic nao. Khi
con Hydra mang Charlie bat dau by, thi Charlie treon ra khoi bung dwdi no,

https://thuviensach.vn



tim that nhanh, va thdy mot 6ng sita bo khong dang ri ra mot dong chat long
mau trang.

Stra! né han hoan nghi. Sita cua Hydra, cudi cung thi cling co sita cta
Hydra .

Thé r6i né hodng hot nhan ra rang minh dién khung lam sao khi khong
mang theo mot vat gi dé dung sita ciia con Hydra Chua ca.

Oi, khong, n6 nghi thAm. Sao minh lgi c6 thé quén mét chuyén don gidn
dén thé kia chit! Ngu qud! Ngu qud!

N6 c6 bat minh binh tinh lai dé suy nghi. Chac chan né phai c6 thi¢ gi do,
mot vat chiva nho nho nao do cé thé dung duwgc chi? N6 dién cuéng luc soat
moi thi trén nguoi - that lung, giay, vi? Khong c6, khong co, va khong cé.

Nao!

N6 cang tim thi cang c6 vé sé chang thdy gi, cho dén khi, dot nhién,
thanh cong...

Son!
Trong tdi n6 c6 mot cay son Chapstick ‘say huwong nho’.

N6 lay cay son ra, m@ nap va van cho tGi khi chat sap bén trong 16 han ra
ngoai. R6i n6 quang cai rudt di, chi con cai 6ng nhé hinh tru va cai ndp ma
thoi.

Cdm on troi, n6 nghi, mo6 hoi tda ra . Thé la duoc roi. Du sao thi hiéu
tredng cling noéi la Ké Gac Buwong chi can mot hdp thoi la da, khong phai
sao? Ong son nay dwng dwgc con nhigu hon thé.

N6 c6 ép minh dé lam chdm nhip dap cda tim, n6 quay lai 6ng sita dang
chay...

... thi thdy minh dang mat d6i mat v6i mot cai dau ctia con Hydra.

Do6i moi con quai vat giat nguwgc lai, dé 16 ra hai hang lgi den thui, trén dé
cam nhi*tng céi rang xiéu veo dai bang gay béng chay. B6i mat mau cam cta
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con qudi nheo lai chi con hai dwong chi nhw loai ran va nhin né tran tréi véi
tia nhin cyc ky tire gian.

“Qi khong...” Charlie h4 h6c miéng. “Khong thé thé nay duoc...”
“Charlie sao r6i?” Theodore hoi.

“Kho noi lam,” Violet dap, con bé dang cham chu nhin. “Cé nhiéu con so
sinh bu quanh qua nén rat t¢ con chang thay cau dy dau ca.”

Ngay lic dy, con Hydra Chia gam l1én mot tiéng 16n dén noi song am tao
ra nhitng dgt song day leén trong cac viing nuwdc tinh lang. Con quai tha
khong 16 vot dirng 1én, ca s4u cai dau déu birng tinh va tap loan xa.

“Chay!” roi bon ching nghe tiéng hét ho... caa Charlie. “Mé& cong! Nguy
r6i! Nguy r6i!”

Than hinh bé nhé cua Charlie Benjamin phong that nhanh vé phia ching
qua nén hang dong - nhwng van con cach xa ca mot khoang bang san béong
da.

“Lam sao ta biét trwdc chuyén nay sé xdy ra co chit?” éng Pinch rén ri,
trong khi nhitng con Hydra treéng thanh tir khap bon phia nhdy x6 vao bon
ho, v&i m6t ritng mom dang tap lia lia. LuGi riu ctia Violet dwong nhuw nhay
gon vao tay c6 bé nhanh nhw mét man do thuat. Chi vai nhat riu ryc sac
xanh la da c6é may cai dau Hydra rung xuong, lan xuéng ho va gidy loan
len.

“M@ cong di!” Violet hét 1én v6i Theodore. “T¢ sé c6 hét sitc ngan bon

»
!

chuing lai

Co bé bat dau xoay tit ngwoi, nhip nhang nhay lén xudng cung vdi cay
riu lwdi doi, chat cut vé s6 dau cac con quai vat. Trong lic do, Theodore
nham mat lai va c6 tiép can noi sg hai sau kin trong long...

Néu minh chét ¢ ddy, n6 nghi, b6 minh giét minh mat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Charlie phong bang bang qua hang dong nhv mot ké... a, nhv mot ké
dang bi mot con Hydra khong 16 dudi theo sau lung. N6 dwa 6ng son 1én tai
va lac nhanh mot cai.

Bén trong c6 tiéng 6c ach nho nho.

Stra.

Stta cta con Hydra.

Ngay triée khi con quai vat chét ngudi tan cong thi né ciling da kip nan
nhanh mat it stta tir cai 6ng sita gan nhat. Khong nhiéu ldm, né tham nghi,
nhung hy vong la du.

Cho du han la kha nang Chién binh Trir Ta xuat chiing gitip n6 chay dwoc
v6i mot toc do kinh nguwdi nhung con Hydra Chda van nhanh chéng theo
kip né - hoi théd néng hoi tir miéng con quai pha vao lung né nhw cai 10. N6
biét minh chang thé nao chay nhanh hon hay danh thang dwgc con chia ay,
nén lya chon duy nhat 1a phéi suy nghi nhanh hon né.

“Bat lay!” Charlie la 16n va ném 6ng son qua hang dong, vao ban tay
dang dén bat cia 6ng Pinch.

“Bat dugc r6i!” 6ng Pinch cling hét 1én, cung lic hup xudng tranh dugc
ham rang ctia mot con Hydra trong khi dwong riu kinh nguoi cua Violet cttu
ong khdi ham ctia mot con khac. Trong khi Theodore con dang c6 md& cong
thi Charlie cling chuan bi m& mot cong khac - 1an nay ra Thai Binh Duong.

D6i nwdc, né nghi. Bén lic st dung bién phdp cudi roi.

Vira chay dién cuong, n6 vira giang canh tay ra, nham mat lai va bat dau
ma& cong...

... nhung triede khi né kip lam xong thi mat dat bong rung chuyén dir doi.

Nhitng théi thach nhi tr trén tran rét xuéng la td va cam phap vao nén da
nhw nhitng miii gido khong 16. Nuwéc trong cac ho séng sanh tran ba, tao ra
mot bé mat tron nhay lam cho Charlie cung con Hydra Chda trugt tit tung.
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C6 chuyén gi thé nay? né nghi.

Co6 mot diéu gi do rat quen thudc & kiéu chan dong nay, theo cai cach mat
dat rung minh...

Khong, né nghi. Khong thé nao!

Nén da ngay giita hang dong no tung nguwoc tréd lén va mot sinh vat
khong 16 trong giong nhw con giun vot theo ra. Than hinh to 16n xam xit
cta no6 16n bang than cia mot chiéc hda tién va dai cling gan bang nhw thé.
Hang tram cai chan chi chit nam hai bén swon, nhw mét con rét, va dau né
dam nhon ra, trong nhv mot miii khoan khong 16. Con vat lo Itng trén
khong trung, cudn nguoi lai thanh hinh chit S, cho tdi khi cai mai vom cing
trén dau trat ra sau lam 16 ra hai con mat den 1én cting mot cai mat nhw mat
bo c6 can ang-ten rung rung.

Xudng t6i nira eo n6 la mot céi that lvng den bong chi chit nhitng ky hiéu
mau dé - Charlie 1ap tizc nhan ra d6 1a mot trong nhitng Tao tac cia Am Ti.

“Chao Charlie Benjamin,” ga Chtia Named néi bang giong nghén nghet
dat cat.

“Chao Slagguron,” Charlie dap.
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CHUONG MUOI MOT- SLAGGURON
_ KE BAT BIEN

“Nguoi biét ta la ai sao?” ga Named thit Ba héi. Giong am am cua ga lam
cai hang rung chuyén nhw dang phai chiu nhitng dot dw chan.

“Nhitng ga Named con lai ta déu da gap, va nguoi lai dang deo mot Tao
tac cia Am Ti...” Charlie chi vao cai thit lung sang béng quanh phan than
day bun dat caa Slagguron, “thém nita, nguoi lai to bang ca tda nha. Ta chi
can phan doan la ra thoi.”

“Nghe bdo nguoi la dita thong minh, Charlie Benjamin a. Nhanh nhen.
bang gom.” Slagguron cuoi. “Vay la ta da nghe dung.”

“Nguoi cé thé da nghe vé ta, nhung ta lai chwa duge nghe may vé nguoi.
Theo ta dwgc biét thi tham chi chwa ai tirng trong thy nguoi.”

“Ta séng duwéi long dat. Mot minh. Khéng nhw nhitng ké khac.”
Slagguron noi hai tiéng “ké khac” vdi doi chut vé miét thi.

“Nguoi khong thich ching sao?” Charlie hoi. N6 nhan ra bat c ran nit
nao gitra bon Named déu c6 1gi cho n6 trong twong lai - day la néu né con
song ma nhin thdy twong lai.

“Ta chang thich cling chang khong thich. Ta la mot trong Bo T&. Ta phuc
vu cho muc dich cuaa ta.”

“Triéu tap Ké thit Nam?”

Con quai vat to 16n gat dau. “Dé lam diéu phai lam thi ta can sy gitp d&
ctia ngwoi, Charlie Benjamin. Nguwoi phdi mé cong dé ta 1én mat dat.”

“Ta twdng nguoi c6 mot ké hoach khac réi chit.” Charlie cat budc tién lai
gan gd quy. “Ta twéng ngwoi dang dung tré con dé giét Ké Gac Pbuong,
nguoi dang toan tinh thoat di qua nga Anomaly.”
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“Khong. D6 1a ké hoach ctia Tyrannus. Anomaly cao qua ta khéng qua
dwgc. Ta khong biét bay.”

Charlie hoi giat minh, day la diéu n6 chwa bao gio nghi téi. “Co 1€ nguoi
khong bay dwogc that. VAay nguwoi ding 1a khong cé ¥ do dem tré con vé Am
Ti?”

Slagguron lac dau. “Cho ctia bon chiing khong phai & day.”

“Nguoi ctt tin ta,” Charlie néi, “bon ta khong chiu dé dita tré con nao &
lai day dau. Tim duwgc dita nao la bon ta sé dwa ngay vé mat dat.”

“Pua ta di cung vdi ching.” Giong Slagguron déu déu binh than, nhu thé
dang yéu cau Charlie mot chuyén chang cé gi qua dang hon la xin di nho
toi tiem gidi khat 7-11 vay.

“Nguoi khong tin rang ta sé lam diéu d6 day chit? Pung la dién ro.
Nguoi dang co6 ké hoach giét bon ta kia ma.”

“Pung.”

“Vay thi sao ta lai phai gitp nguoi?”

Slagguron triedn vé phia tredc, nhw mét toa nha choc troi dang di chuyén.
“B0o T Named bon ta sé 1én mat dat, Charlie Benjamin a, du cé hodc khong
c6 nguwoi. Tham gia vdi ta thi ngwoi sé duge kinh trong. Puge bao veé.”

“N6i doi. Barakkas ciing da bao ta diéu y nhw vay, roi sau do lai toan giét
ta. Verminion ciing néi thé vgi 6ng Pinch trudc khi tan sat cad gia dinh ong
gy.”

“Pung vay,” ong Pinch lén tiéng tir dau d6 xa xa sau lwng Charlie.
Slagguron ném mot cai nhin vé phia 6ng Pinch. Ong nhanh chéng lui lai.

“DPiéu do dung,” ga quai vat noi, “nhuwng dirng c6 so sanh ta vGi nhitng ké
khac. Verminion la tén doi trd. Y néi mot duwong lam mot néo. Y ndi 10i trdo
trd. Bién doi. Ta thi bat bién, nhw 16p da ta dao xuyén qua vay.”

“Con Barakkas?” Charlie ngat ngang. “Ngwoi nghi sao vé ga?”
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“Luc thi y binh thwong, nhung tich tac sau da lén con thinh nd. Y khong
chin chan. Y bién doi. Ta thi bat bién, nhw 16p da ta dao xuyén qua vay.”

“Con Tyrannus?”

“Tyrannus bi dién. Tri 6c y day chuyén dién r6. Y bién doi lién tuc. Ta thi
bat bién...”

“...nhv 16p da nguoi dao xuyén qua vay?” Theodore vot miéng.
Moi nguoi tritng mat nhin né.
“Xin 16i,” Theodore noéi va gia vo kéo khéa miéng minh lai.

“Nguoi giup ta ch, Charlie Benjamin?” Slagguron hoi. “Su an toan cua
nguoi sé dvgc dam bao.”

“Lam sao ta biét nguoi sé khong doéi y?” Charlie dap. “Rang diéu nguoi
néi sé... bat bién nhw nguwoi n6i?”

“Ct nhin hanh déng cua ta thi rd. Ta da bao vé ngwoi mot 1an, bao vé
ngwoi khéi mom cia mu Hydra do thoi.”

Charlie liéc mat nhin con Hydra Chda. Trong lic hoang mang n6 da quén
béng mat my. Mu gio lui han ra xa, ré rang sg sét con quai vat Named
khong I6.

“Gia nhu chung ta dang tranh luan,” Charlie néi, “thi sé cé nguoi - di
nhién khong phdi ta - c6 thé ly ludn rang ly do duy nhit ma nguoi citu ta
khoi tay mu Hydra la vi néu ta chét thi sé chang lgi gi dugc cho ngwoi.

“Vay ta cttu nguoi dé lgi dung nguoi?”
“Co6 nguoi sé cho la nhu thé, di nhién la khong phai ta.”
“Nhung gio mu khong con de doa nguoi nita.”

Charlie nhin vai. “Ta nghi khéng han vay. Vi cé nguoi ¢ day nén méi
khong c6 chuyén do thoi.”

“Vay ta chang dugc lgi 16c gi néu a chét di, ding khong?”
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“E rang ding nhw vay.”

Bat thinh linh Slagguron nhiac nguwdi vé phia treéc va ap ca than minh 1én
mu Hydra Chua véi lwc cia mot toa nha sup d6. Hydra Chua bi nghién nat
tic thi duéi sitc ndang khong twdng cua ga. Luc ga quy vion nguoi day thi
xdc cia mu Hydra - trong 1énh lang chat dich mau den - tham chi khong co
giat dugc 1ay mot cai.

“Tai sao... tai sao ngwoi lam vay?” Charlie that kinh. N6 sttng s6t vi cai
hanh dong hung tan va dot ngot vo c@ cua tén quy Named.

“Chi la dé lam tin th6i ma. M6t mén qua nho - cta ta danh cho nguoi.”

Mot mon qua ?

Charlie khong thot nén 16i. Khéng phai vi n6é yéu mén gi mu Hydra Chta
- du sao thi mu chang da c6 an thit n6 day con gi - nhwng dé chi la sau khi
né qudy cac con clia mu va an cap sita ctia muy. It nhat thi mu cfing c6 quyén
tirc to6i mot chat chi?

Nhung bay gio mu da chét roi.

Té hai hon nita, chiing da mat di co hoi dé 1dy mén sita boi bé ctia mu
thém lan nita... hay cé l1é d6 chinh 1a mwu d6 cia Slagguron ngay tir dau
cling nén.

“Ta... ta khong biét phai noi gi.”

“Bay gio giup ta, va ta sé bao vé nguoi, Charlie Benjamin,” con quai vat
khong 16 qua quyét. “Nguoi c6 10i hita cda ta. Loi hita cua ta, cling nhw ban
than ta, bat bién.”

Charlie khong biét phai dap lai thé nao. Ro rang la da dén lic n6 phai
chon Iya, nhwng moi Iwra chon hinh nhw déu kinh khing...

N6 c6 thé c6 mé cong thoat than vdi cac ban, nhung sau khi thay téc do
cta Slagguron thi né biét chac la khong thé nao kip dwoc. Lwa chon duy
nhat con lai la lam theo 16i Slagguron va dwa ga lén mat dat - nhung thé
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chang phai dién r6 sao? Sau that bai vu Barakkas, Charlie khéng doi nao
chiu trach nhiém dwa thém md6t ga Named nao khac 1én thé gidi, cho du dé
cttu mang chinh no di chang nira.

Nhung néu la vi ban bé thi né c¢6 chon khéng? Néu lam viéc nay ma cé
co hoi citu ho - cho du 1a mot co hoi rat nho thoi - no c6 nén chon khong?

“Giét quach né di!” T phia bén kia hang, Theodore hét 16n, doi mat
chita chan nang lwgng dién dai. “Bén minh c6 BDDK, chuwa ké dén c6 Riu
Chién nay nita. Cong thém tao md& cong rat ngon lanh, ré6i cé 6ng Pinch
biét... i, bat c chuyén gi 6ng dy lam duwgc. Tin tao di, con giun to xac do
khong c6 ctra nao dau!”

“Nao cdu c6 no6i duge voi mom khong day?” Violet nghi ngai héi.

“Nay, chang nhé t¢ cam thay tu tin cling la mét toi 16i hay sao chit? TG
chan bi nhitng thang xau xa to xac nay bat nat lam roi ddy. Bon minh ra tay
ludn di! Giét thang ngd ngan nay di!”

“Khong,” Charlie néi. Loi n6 vong khap hang dong, dit khoat mot cach
binh than.

“May noi ‘khong’ 1a sao?” Theodore héi. “Khong thi lam gi? May chac
chan sé khong mé cong cho ga 1én mat dat day chi?”

“That ra,” Charlie n6i, “d6 chinh xac la diéu tao sap lam.”
“Cai gi?” Violet hét 1én.

“Nguoi nghiém tuc...” ong Pinch them.

“Em vO0 cung nghiém tic.”

Charlie nham mat lai. Tia Itta mau tim sang ryc chay ngang qua no, va
chi 14t sau n6 d@ m& mot canh cong vira da cho Slagguron lach ngudi qua.
Bén kia la Thung Liing Chét - mot sa mac bang phang hoang vu, chi cé lac
dac vai cay xuwong rong va mot con ran chuong c¢6 doc cuéon minh dudi tang
da khong da dé pha tan sy buon té ron ron.
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“DP36,” n6 noéi véi Slagguron. “Ta khong biét chinh xac ngwoi muén dén
dau, nhung sa mac nay kha rong, nguoi c6 thé chui xuong dat bat ci lic
nao.”

Slagguron nghi ngd nhin chong choc vao céai cong. “Ta... khong ngd
nguoi lai lam theo 10i ta.”

“Vay sao nguoi lai bao?”

“Ta da theo doi ngwoi mot thoi gian, Charlie Benjamin. Theo doi nguoi
bang do rung ctia nhitng bwdc chan ngwoi - ching khac thwong. Rat riéng.
Ta mudn c6 long tin cia nguwoi.”

“Nguoi da co roi, ta da lam nhw ngwoi muon, vay nén di qua di.” Charlie
phac mét ctr chi vé phia canh cong dang dé ma. “Mat dat dang cho do.”

Slagguron nhin chong choc khung cta ryc lwa... nhuwng khong nhich tGi
them chut nao.

“Khong,” cubi cung ga néi. “Pay la mét cai bay. Nguwoi am muwu dong
sap cong lai khi ta dang qua. Cat ta lam d6i... nhw nguoi da tirng lam véi

canh tay cua Barakkas.”

“Nghe ddy, ngwoi mudn long tin cta ta,” Charlie noi, “ta da cho nguoi.
Gio nguoi lai khong tin ta sao? Néu khong tin ta sao ngwoi khong giét ta?
Gieét tat ca bon ta di.”

“Charlie!” Violet hoang sg thét lén.

“Nguoi quy quyét lam,” Slagguron tra 16i. “D4i trd4, y nhw Verminion
Vay-”

“Chi ké d6i trd mdi tin rang moi nguwoi déu dang déi minh ma thoi.”

“Nguoi dang goi ta la thang no6i doi hay sao?” Slagguron vwon thang
ngwoi, gam 1én, giong cta ga dac han lai véi con gian khong con kém ché
dwogc. “Ta bat bién...”
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“... nhw 16p d4 ma nguoi dao xuyén qua. Roi, roi, ta da nghe nguoi ca bai
do6 roi.” Charlie lac dau, khong con kién nhan nita. “Nghe day, ngwoi qua
cong hay la giét ta day? Chon mot di. Ta bat dau chan ro6i day.”

Slagguron giwong cap mat den to twéng ngd Charlie chong choc. Cudi
cung, ga ldc lac cai dau khong 16. “Ta sé con gap lai.”

Ga nhay vot 1én khéng nhw mot van dong vién phéng khéi cau nhay.
Nhitng tdm bdo vé citng bat ra tir mat ga, chum lai thanh nhw mii khoan.
Va dé dang dén kinh ngac, ga lui xuéng dat, dé lai phia sau moét dwong ham
khong 16 uén khiic vao chén t6i tim thim thdm ctia Am Ti.

Trong choc lat, ga da hoan toan mat dang.
“ Wow... ” Theodore ha h6c miéng, kinh ngac.
“Khong thé tin duwgc chuyén vira xay ra,” Violet tiép 10i.

Tuy nhién, ong Pinch lai tdp trung vao chuyén khac - tat cA dam Hydra
tredng thanh dang siét chat vong vay, miéng ha to, rang 1dp lanh dét dai.
“Ta nghi nén nhanh chdng thoat khoi noi day thoi.”

“Co 1é thay n6i ding,” Violet tan dong, mat liéc nhin quanh bon quai vat
dang chuan bi tra thu cho cai chét ciia nit chua.

Bat ngd, mot con Hydra vot ra khéi ho nwéc canh Charlie va lao vao can
né dit doi. Theo ban nang, Charlie huo kiém chém dit hai cai dau ctia con
vat. Tiec thi canh cong khong 16 hwéng ra Thung Liing Chét dong sap lai,
mot minh chitng cho thdy ngay cd mdt tay Pe Doa Kép cling khong thé
thue hanh phép thuat Khai cong va Trir Ta cung lic dugc.

“Theodore! M@ cong!” Charlie hét 1én, vira danh bat may cai dau con lai
ctia con Hydra vira chay lai nhap vao nhém. “Bon minh can thoat khéi day.

"’

Gap

Theodore lo m& cong trong khi Charlie va Violet - quay luwng vao nhau -
vung vii khi danh tGi tap, dé lai phia sau mot dong dau cta loai Hydra.
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“Cui xuong!” ong Pinch hét 1én.

Ching cudi xudng, tranh dwgc trong gang tac ci quét dudi cia con gan
nhat.

“Chuan bi di,” Theodore la 16n. “Cong dén roi day!”

Canh cong bat mé tung ra.

Ca bon phong nguwoi qua, theo sau 1a mot con Hydra. Theodore nhanh tay
déng cong lai, chat dit doi con vat dang truy dudi, bat né chiu ding cai s
phan khung khiép ma Slagguron md&i day da lo sg la sé danh cho cho chinh
ga.

bam hoc sinh vay quanh Charlie, Violet, Theodore va 6ng Pinch, xem
xét mady cai dau Hydra bi chém nam lan l6c trén bai cat néng treéc Hoc
vién Ac mong.

“Cu xem di!” Theodore hanh dién noéi. “Con quai do da tring don KC...
don Khai cong! D6 1a mot tuyét chiéu ctia Theodore Dagget...”

N6 nhan ting tiéng mot: “Tu-y-ét chi-iéu.”

“Sao cau lai lam thé?” Violet vira kéo Charlie ra khoi dam dong vira noi,
trong khi Theodore van dang khoai chi khoe thanh tich cia minh. “Sao lai
mé& cong cho Slagguron?”

“Pé giét ga. TG dinh déng cong chat dit ga, nhw ga n6i d6. Nhung chac
t@ chwa da khon khéo.”

“Pung vay,” ong Pinch tién lai ndi. “Va diéu gi sé xdy ra néu nguoi ra tay
khong kip nhanh, dé ga thoat dwgc 1én mat dat binh yén vo su?”

“Nhung ga da thoat dau.”
“Nhung da c6 thé thoat. B6 diang la tro may ruai, nhéc con a.”

“Khong phéai moi tht déu la chuyén may rai sao? Hon nita, néu em
khong mé cong thi ga da giét ching ta roi. Lam nhuw thé thi mdi dat duoc ga
vao thé thu. Em nghi lam cho ga r6i tri 1a co hdi t6t nhat gidp ta song sot.”
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“U, cach do hidu qua that,” Violet néi. “T'¢ phai c6 15i khen, mic du t&
van khong biét tai sao Slagguron lai chi chuén di nhw thé ma théi.”

“Vi ga bi don vao thé bi,” Charlie dap. “Ga nghi ngai canh cong t6 md
nhung cling khong muén giét td, vi chi c6 té va co hiéu treédng méi mé
dwgc cong da 16n cho ga qua va ga van muon lvu lai Iya chon nay dé con
duwong cho twong lai.”

“Nhung tai sao? Ga con tin cai cong nao khac cia cau nita khong, néu
nhv da khong tin cai nay?”

“Troi a, t6 khong biét, Violet,” Charlie bat ngd noi gian. “That khéng
may, Slagguron lai quén khong moi t& dén dy bita tiéc 1én ké hoach ‘Thoat
khéi Am Ti’ cta ga r6i.”

“Nay, binh tinh nao! Pirng nhw thé... t& cling chi dang c6 tim hiéu viéc
nay nhu cau vay thoi.”

“Xin 16i,” Charlie chan nan néi. “Cé 1é t& birc boi vi biét ga dang c6 muu
do gi d6 nhung lai khong biét do la gi.”

“Co le day chi la K& hoach A chang? Co 1é ga chi thtr thoi, xem cau c6
hodng sg ma mé& cong cho ga thoat qua khong... nhung thay cau rat li, nén
ga biét khong thé doa nat dugc cau va thé la chuyén sang Ké hoach B.”

“La gi vay?”

“T¢ khong biét,” Violet thé dai néi. “Cé 1é Ké hoach B khong cé gi lién
quan dén ciu. Cé lé ga sé co thoat qua ngd Anomaly khi Ké Gac Puong
chét.”

“Nhung lam sao ga lén do dugc?”

Violet mim moi, suy nghi. “Tyrannus? Cau c6 nghi Tyrannus du sttc chd
Slagguron lén dé dugc khong?”

Charlie nhtin vai. “C6 thé. Nhung c6 ché dwgc hay khong thi cling khong
quan trong, chirtng nao Ké Gac buong con khoé manh. Ma nhan néi dén
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do...” n6 quay sang 6ng Pinch, “thay con gii 6ng stta d6 khong?”
Pinch dwa 6ng Chapstick ra. “Con, ta con.”

“Tuyét. Tot hon ching ta dem ngay dén cho hiéu trwéng - bat ¢t nguoi
nao udng vao sé phuc héi lai duwgc quyén nang & thoi ky manh nhat. Hy
vong diéu do la that.”

“Ta cling hy vong vay,” ong Pinch noi, va, tredc sy ngac nhién ctia moi
nguoi, 6ng ma nap 6ng va liém moi udng sita cia mu Hydra Chua.
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CHUONG MUOI HAI - PINCH
QUYEN NANG

“Thay... thay vira lam cai gi thé?” Charlie thét 1én, do ca ngudi vi choang
vang. “Don gian la lam diéu can phai lam,” 6ng Pinch tra 16i. “Ching ta
khong thé dwa mot thi quan trong nhw thé nay cho Ké Gac Puong ma
khong thi trede. Gio thi da c6 thé.”

“Nhung thay udng hét ca roi!”

“Pa hét dau. Ta chi uéng c6 mot hdp thoi. Van con lai mot hép day chi,
thay khong?” Ong chia cho ching ci 6ng nhé xiu. Qua 1a van con lai mot
chut it stta Hydra trong do.

“Po6 an cap!” Charlie gao 1én. “Mu Hydra Chda chét r6i - néu chirng dé
khong du citu Ké Gac Puong, ching ta khong biét tim dau ra niva!”

“Nay moi nguoi,” Theodore vui vé ndi va budce lai, hoan toan khong hay
biét chuyén mdi xdy ra. Nguwoi n6é van con néng birng vi diwge la tam diém
chu y cia bon hoc sinh khac nho vu xtr ly con Hydra. “Biét khong, tro Khai
cong nay ciing khong dén noi té. Chi can tim ra duwgc cach dung né dé tan
cong la ngon lanh. Puing la khong thé thang dwgc néu nhw khong phong tha
tot, nhung, cac cau cling biét day, ai ma cha thich thinh thodng ty minh ghi
ban ch.” N6 t0 mo nhin Charlie va Violet. “Sao vay? Sao trong ctt nhu vira
thdy mot con Phun A-xit trong tti banh thé.”

“Thay Pinch uéng sita con Hydra ro6i,” Violet ndi.
“Cai gi?” Theodore hét 1én, quay sang dng Pinch. “Ong bi dién roi ha?”
“Chi mot hop thoi,” ong Pinch dap.

“Chi mot...” Khong nén gian dugc nita, Theodore quat 1én am 1, xan tay
ao, dé 10 doi canh tay khang khiu nhw thé san sang chién dau. “Sau bao thit
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thach mdi 1dy duge thit ngu ngoc do, vay ma ong lai cho phép minh udng
duwgc hay sao? Khong can biét 6ng 16n hay nho, téi nhat dinh phdi cho 6ng
mot tran!”

“Cho da!” Charlie hét 1én trudc khi Theodore vung tay dam.
(‘Gi?!’
“Nhin kia.”

Chuyén gi do6 dang xdy ra v6i ong Pinch. Khuon mat 6ng méo mé di vi
dau dén va tat ca cac co trén nguoi 6ng cang 1én nhu vira bi roi dién lua bo
di vao. Than nguoi 6ng bat dau rung 1én dit doi. Charlie sg 6ng lam do phan
stta con lai bén lao t6i giat 1ay 6ng sita roi day ngay nap lai.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Violet hoi.

“Ta... ta khong biét...” nguwoi dan ong rau ria rén ri, réi khuyu goi xudng,
mat nham nghién rén xiét. “Pau qua!”

“C6 chuyén khong hay roi,” Charlie néi. “Ai dé di tim nguwoi giup di!
Tim Rose mama di!”

Nhung chwa ai kip nhiic nhich thi mot chuyén la lung da dén...

Ca ham rau caa Pinch tu6t khéi mat va roi xuéng nén cat bén duwéi. Canh
twong khién moi ngwoi sitng soét... bay gio trong ong khac han, mat may
nhan nhui va tré hon rat nhiéu.

Va cung liac dé, Charlie nhan ra khéng phai chi vi thiéu bo rdu ma ong
trong tré hon - ma sy that la 6ng da tré hon that. Nhitng nép nhan quanh
miéng va mat bién mat, phan trong lwgng thira quanh bung ciing tan bién va
nguwoi ong bat dau co rut lai, chiéu cao ha thap xuéng mot phan, réi hai
phan, r6i nhiéu hon nita.

“Chuyén gi dang dién ra vay?” Violet thi tham.

Charlie lac dau. “T¢ that s khong biét.”
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Cac nép nhan, tirng phan chiéu cao va trong lwgng tiép tuc bién khéi
ngudi Pinch cho dén khi b d6 xdm 6ng dang mdc bong thanh ra thung
thinh, trong 6ng nhuv mot dita bé dién 4o quan ctia b minh vay. Da mat 6ng
nhan nhui, trong mat trong hon va sac hon.

“That khong thé tin ndi,” 6ng Pinch néi va Charlie sttng so6t khi nghe
tiéng ong bay gid nhw tiéng mot thiéu nién. “Hiéu nghiém that! Linh dwgc

')J

qua that hiéu nghiém - ta da trd vé khi ta manh nhat

Charlie kinh hai nhin cham cham thang bé mwdi ba tudi dang ditng trwdc
mdt minh - thang bé mudi ba tudi von la Pinch.

Ong da bién lai thanh tré con.
“KTN...” Theodore lam bam hoai nghi. “Khong Thé Nao.”

Violet lac dau. “T¢ sé khong bao gio tin dwgc chuyén nay néu khong
chinh mat trong thay.”

“Ta tw hoi,” 6ng Pinch tiép tuc giong noi la lam thai tién day thi cta
minh, “khong biét Kha nang cua ta c6 quay trd lai cing véi tudi tré hay
khong.”

Ong dang tay phai ra va nhdm mit lai. Lita mau tim ban lach tach qua
ngudi dng, va trong cai béng dai cia Hoc vién Ac mong, mot canh cong rat
16n bat ma, dan sang cdi tim t6i ctia Am Ti.

Tat ca kinh ngac nhin qua cong.

“Ong da 1am duwoc,” Theodore kéu 1én. “Ong di mé dwgc mot cai cong
that!”

“Thay da lay lai dugc Kha nang,” Charlie n6i. “Thay da lam dwgc!”

“Ta da lam dugc that, phai khong?” éng Pinch noéi roi bat dau khéc trong
niém hanh phtc.

bung la ky di , Charlie tham nghi khi nhin 6ng Pinch mdc cai quan jeans
va 4o thun d6 ma n6 vira cho muwgn. Vira xoan. Thang bé Pinch ( 6ng Pinch
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chit, Charlie tw nhac minh) cling tam kich c& va can nang nhu n6, nhwng hai
ngwoi chi c6 bdy nhiéu giong nhau thoi, con téc 6ng Pinch thi den, mat
cling den, va da thi tai nhuw bung ca bon.

“Pay roi,” ong Pinch ndi va kéo tir dwdi cai vong ngt ctia minh ra mot
cai hom bac mau. Gian budng ctia 6ng trong Hoc vién Ac mong vira nhé
vlra trong trdi - khong tranh anh, khong vat dung tuy than, khong hoi hwém
ctia mot mai nha. Ong phui bui trén hom r6i trinh trong mé ra.

Bén trong la mot moén vii khi sang, 1wdi cong bén ngoét, tay cam lam bang
ma ndo c6 cham khac ti mi dep dé.

“Ludi liém cua ta,” 6ng Pinch han hoan cam vii khi lén, vira cham vao thi
lwdi liém rye 1én mau xanh lanh. “Ta da khong dung tdi n6 ké tr khi...” 6ng
ling di. “U, tir 1au 1dm r6i,” cudi cing dng néi, van lac trong dong suy nghi.

“Thay Pinch,” Charlie huych nhe.

(‘Gi?”

“Ta phai di thoi - co hiéu truéng dang cho sira.”

“Phai roi.” Ong Pinch ditng 1én, tay van ndm chit cai liém.

“Thay mudn mé cong duwa ching ta dén do,” Charlie héi, “hay la...”
“Nguoi lam di. Ta 1au r6i khong thye hanh.”

“Pugc r6i.” Charlie quay sang Violet va Theodore. “San sang nhé. Bon
minh sé tién thang vao Vong thit Nam, t¢ sé co6 dén gan Nghia trang TGB
hét stic c6 thé. O d6 sé c6 quai vat day... c6 18 ca tan day.”

“Cau mang stta chwa?” Violet hai.

Charlie gat dau. “Duong nhién.” Nhung dau sao no cling van kiém tra lai
tii - linh dwgc van con trong do, an toan. “Pugc roi. Ta di th6i.” Nhitng
ngon ltra tim 16p bop nd qua nguwdi né khi né bat dau maé cong.

Vong thit Nam ltic nhiic quai vat. Charlie hoi hoang khi thdy nhitng con
quai vat hiém doc cang lic cang tién dugce gan hon dén noi Ké Gac Puong
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dang an nau - mot s6 con da xoay x& lai gan dén noi cham dugc ca vao
nhitng than tau v4 nat ¢ vong ngoai Nghia Trang TGB.

“Troi dat,” ong Pinch néi. “Ching dén gan qua roi. Ké Gac buong chac
da yéu lam. Hy vong ching ta khong qua mudn.”

“Ta phai nhanh 1én théi,” Charlie dap va rut kiém ra. “Udc gi t& c6 dugc
mot ké hoach hay ho dé ban véi cac cau - mot ké hoach tai tinh va khon
ngoan - nhung c6 vé ching ta chi c6 mo6i mot cach la phai chién dau dé ma
dwong dén nghia dia théi.”

“Kha xa day,” Violet néi, quan sat khoanh dat 16m ngoém yéu quéai ma ca
bon sé phai vuot qua.

“U, nhung bay gio ta di c6 thém mdt Chién binh Trir Ta nita roi ma.”

“Pung vay,” 6ng Pinch gio cao cai liém cong. Ludi liém ruc 1én anh sang
mau xanh, ro rang la mot mon dep hon nhiéu so véi vii khi ma Charlie va
Violet mang theo.

“Theodore?” Charlie noi.

“Tén tao do, dirng c6 goi nhiéu khong né mon hét bay gio.”

“May chi can lu6n luén san sang mé cong cho bon nay néu c6 tinh huéng
x4u xay ra thoi, dugc ch?”

“R0i, 16i... Chac tao chi lam dwogc cé vay thoi, vi tao khong phai 1a Chién
binh Tr Ta nhv moi nguoi.”

Thuwong thi Charlie sé c6 nang tinh than thang ban 1én, nhwng chang con
thoi gian nita - trong mot vai gidy it 6i t khi cong md ra dén gio, nang
lwgng cua Ké Gac buong da hao mon thém va bon quai vat cta Am Ti d3
do dam tim dwong vao trung tam cta Nghia trang TGB.

“Pi thdi,” Charlie néi va gio cao thanh kiém, lao qua cong, tién vao Am
Ti, nhitng nguoi khac theo sau.

Chang bao lau sau, dot tdn cong dau tién da no ra.
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Hai con Dangeroo Hang 5 tir trén troi rét xuong, tiép dat danh thich ngay
tredc mat 1d tré. Hai con quy ay nhe nanh gam gwr, hanh dong khong giong
chit nao loai vat than thién c6 bé ngoai hao hao nhuw ching. Charlie, Violet
va 6ng Pinch khong bo phi chiit thoi gian nao, ngay lap titc vung vii khi tién
vao.

Ong dy gidi thdt , Charlie thdm nghi khi thdy éng Pinch vung liém tan
cong. Cho du da nhiéu ndm 6ng Pinch khong st dung sttc manh ctia minh,
nhwng vii khi van loang loang xoay tré trong tay 6ng.

',’

“Con dau tién guc ro6i!” Violet la 1én, r6i ca bon chuyén sy chi y sang
con Dangeroo thit hai. Con quéi ghé gém thé nao thi ba Chién binh Trix Ta
diéu luyén ciling ghé gdm nhuw thé, chi trong chdp mat cling da ha dugc no.

Pring lic dy cé bon nghe giong n6i nho nhé & phia sau.
“Cttu voi...”
Charlie quay lai thi thdy mot dita bé, khoang bady tudi, dang ditng quay

lung vé phia nhitng thanh pha 1é mau nga nga nhv mu tat cia Vong thi 5.
Thang bé dang khoc, d6i mat dai di vi kinh hai.

“Chiang bat em!” dira bé thét 1én. “Bon quai vat c6 tui do... em bi ac
mong!”

“Han la chiing da bat thang bé va dem n6 dén dé giét Ké Gac Puong day
ma,” Violet noi. “Lam gi bay gio?”

Charlie liéc mat nhin quanh that nhanh. Bay gi¢ s c6 mat cta ca bon da
danh dong bon quai vat Hang 5, ching dang un un kéo t6i t* moi phia -
Charlie con nhin thdy vai con dang bo 1én diang sau thang bé con, cho
nhitng thanh pha 1é sac nhon nhw dao cao.

“Phai dua thang bé ra khoi day thoi. Ngay bay gio. Phai quay trd lai Hoc
vién thoi.”

“Khong du thoi gian dau,” 6ng Pinch dap lai. “Ta phdi dem sita dén cho
Ké Gac Puong truege. Do la chuyén sinh ti.”
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“Pung vay, nhung néu dem theo thang bé thi ta sé bi cham lai.”
“Nhung khong thé bo né lai day!” Violet n6i. “N6 chét mat!”
“Néu Ké Gac Puong chét thi tat ca cling sé chét!” 6ng Pinch tra 10i.

Charlie nham mat suy nghi. Hiéu truéng da bido n6 1a c6 thé con cé
nhitng dita tré khac bi ket trong Am Ti va néu cttu duwoc thi nén citu - nhung
ba cling noi khong gi quan trong hon viéc phai hoan thanh nhiém vu dem
sita dén cho Ké Gac Buwong cang sém cang tot. Qua la mot lwa chon khé
khan.

“Pugc 16i,” cudi cung ndé noi. “Bon minh sé chia ra. Theodore, may dwa
thang bé vé Hoc vién. Violet, ciu di theo bao vé Theodore va thang bé.”

“Nhung con stta?” Theodore hoi.

“Thay Pinch v§i tao sé dem sita dén cho Ké Gac buong.”

“T¢ khong biét dau...” Violet no6i. “T¢ khong chac minh chia nhém thé
nay la hay hay dé.”

“Ching dang tGi kia!” thang bé con hét 1én khi phat hién ra nhitng con
quéai vat dang tién dén tir phia sau: mot d6i Ca khéu Am Ti va mdt con trong
nhw con Darkling dang lwét dén qua man t6i.

“DPi ngay di!” Charlie gao lén. “Khong con thoi gian nita dau!”

Tuy con chit ngan ngai, nhung Theodore va Violet van chay lai cho
thang bé dang so hai trong khi 6ng Pinch danh trd mot cudc tdn co6ng mdi
cia mot con Doi Am Ti bing nhitng dudng liém manh liét. Charlie cling
tham gia va chang may choc hai ngudi da bi cuén vao mét tran chién dir doi
v6i nhitng con quai vat bay cia Am Ti.

Trong lic d6, Theodore tap trung m& cong trd lai Hoc vién Ac mong, con

riu ctia Violet tung 1én ha xuéng danh tra con Darkling va 1ti Ca khéu Am Ti
de doa an thit thang bé con.
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“Cai cong thé nao roi?” Violet la 1én trong khi dita nho chét diéng vi sg
hai vira vong ca hai tay 6m chat c6 bé vira khc am 1.

“T@i roi day!”

Canh cong cua Theodore mé bat ra ngay triedc mat, qua do, ching cé thé
thay bai cat phia truéc Hoc vién Ac mong.

“Tuyét!” Violet noi. “Theo chi!” N6 cung thang bé lao vao cong,
Theodore theo sau.

Ngay khi ching ddt chan dén bén kia, Theodore quay lai Charlie. “Lam
dwgc roi!” né hét 1én. “Moi chuyén & day on roi!”

“Tuyét!” Charlie gao 1én khi né va éng Pinch tiéu diét nhitng con doi Am
Ti cudi cung dang tan cong. “Gio thi dong cong lai di, tredc khi c6 thi gi
khac chay qua!”

“Pgi da!” Violet hét 1én, mat ma to. Con bé bat dau thoi lui khéi dia tré
ma bon chiing vira cttu thoét. “Oi... Charlie. Cau nén nhin xem nay!”

Charlie quay lai va, khi nhin qua cong, n6 thay thang bé con ditng trén
bai bién dang rung 1én ban bat. Thoat dau, Charlie nghi thang bé chi la sg
qua dén noi khong ngirng run dwoc, nhung lién sau dé n6 dé y thay cé
chuyeén la lung...

Khuon mat thang bé bat dau xé xudng va sau do tan chdy ra, theo ding
nghia den, nhu sap nong.

“Cac nguwoi con nhd chuyén ta néi ta bat bién nhw 16p da ma ta dao qua
chi#?” thang bé con khung khuc cwdi, nu cwdi méo mo dién dai. “Ta noi doi
day.”

Oi khéng, Charlie nghi. Khéng thé thé duoc .

Phan da con lai cta thang bé roi tudt han xuéng, dé 16 ra bén dwdi do la
mot sinh vat c6 hinh tht nhw con giun. Quanh that lwng né la mot Tao tac
ctia Am Ti mau den 14p lanh.
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“Slagguron...” Charlie ha h6c mom.

“Pd bao la ta sé gdp lai nhau ma,” ga Named thit Ba cuoi 16n tra 10i.
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CHUONG MUOI BA - SLAGGURON
— KE GIA DANH

“Ga la mot ké Gia danh!” Violet hét 1én trong khi Slagguron cang luc
cang phinh to ra Ching may chéc, gi da 16n bing ca mot nita Hoc vién Ac
mong.

“Ké Gia danh la gi?” Theodore hdi, voi budc lui khoi con quai vat dang
bién hinh.

“Chung giong nhu loai Doi 16t, nhung thay vi thanh mot ban sao cua th
gi do, ching c6 thé bién thanh bat cit loai nao chung mudn - nhwng chi
trong thdi gian ngan ma thoi.”

“Tat ca déu la sy that do,” Slagguron oang oang. “Khi & trong hang cua
mu Hydra, nguoi nghi nguoi khon hon ta chit gi, nhung gio thi xem ai mdéi
la ké khon hon nao? Ngay khi nguwoi néi dang tim citu bon tré mac nan la ta
da biét ngay cai nguyén vong ngd ngan mudn ‘lam viéc thién’ caa bon
nguwoi cac nguoi tat sé dwa ta dén thang lgi!”

“Vay ma ga ndi minh xdo tra...” Charlie 1am bam khi né va ong Pinch
ding & Am Ti, cling chitng kién quéa trinh bién hinh ctia Slagguron.

“Ga da lra dugc ching ta,” 6ng Pinch néi u €. “Ta khong hé biét day mai
la ban chat that caa ga. Ching ta c nghi chwa ¢6 ngudi nao tirng tan mat
nhin thdy Slagguron, nhung nao ai biét rang chiing ta da thdy ga bao nhiéu
lan ma khong hay biét do6 thoi.”

“Charlie, lam gi bay gid?” Violet hét goi qua canh cong, nhung treedc khi
né6 kip trd 10i thi canh céng da dong sap lai, tdch Violet va Theodore & phia
Hoc vién Ac mong trong khi Charlie va éng Pinch van con ¢ Am Ti.

“Ta c6 nén quay lai giap khong?” ong Pinch hai.
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Charlie lac dau. “Khong, muén gitp dugce ho, ching ta phai tién tdi thoi.”

Khéng con Slagguron lam phan tam, Charlie quay sang va thay mot dong
thac quai vat dang cuon cudn tién vé phia minh.

“Thay Pinch, thay san sang cho chuyén nay réi chit?”
“Ta da san sang,” ong Pinch dap. “Con nguaoi?”
“Duwong nhién a.”

Charlie vung kiém lao vé phia nhitng con quai vat Hang 5 dang nhao tGi
tdn cong. Ong Pinch theo sau, chi cach né vai buwéc chan. Ho dén dugc
Nghia trang TGB trong canh vii khi 14p loang, chat dich den béng chay ran
rua nhdp nhap, va bon quai vat Am Ti ving tung tée. Trong khi dang chién
ddu, Charlie li€c mat nhin sang 6ng Pinch va strng sot khi thiy thang bé ay (
nguoi dan 6ng dy chit, né c6 nhac minh chinh lai) lich 1am thanh toan bon
quai vat Am Ti ctia phan minh nhw thé ndo. Ong chién d4u giéi kinh hoang,
va Charlie mot 1an nita thang thét trwde cai toi & ma Phan vién Ac mong da
pham phai khi c6 tiéu diét mot tai nang xudt ching nhuw thé.

Chang bao lau sau, bat giac Charlie va 6ng Pinch da thdy minh dang &
trong Nghia trang TGB, an toan va lanh lan, dé lai phia sau xac bon quai vat
ngon ngang.

“Pang né that,” ong Pinch vira n6i vira nhin lai cong trinh ctia ho. “Hai ta
lam tat tan tat day u?”

Charlie gat dau. “Pung la khong té doi v&i mot thang tré con mudi ba
tudi va mot ké trong nhu thang tré con mudi ba tudi.”

Pinch cuoi, va trong mot thoang Charlie da cé thé thady dwoc con ngudi
that ctia 6ng Pinch khi 6ng con nhé - mot dita bé chi muon lam diéu tét va
muon dwgc moi ngwdi yéu mén.

Nhung roi nét mat 6ng Pinch tré lai nghiém trong. “Ké Gac Puong dau
16i?”
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“L0i nay,” Charlie tra 10i va chay qua cai mé cung cac con tau bi dam,
dan 6ng Pinch di vé huéng chiéc tau cii nat ma Ké Gac Buwong lay do lam
nha.

Khéng hiéu & Hoc vién thé nao ro6i, Charlie sg hai nghi tham trong khi
len 16i qua dong thuyén cao ngat khéng bao gid con gdp lai bién ca dugc
nita. Slagguron da ra tay chua? Ban bé minh c6 con song khéng?

Pam hoc sinh cta Hoc vién Ac mdng nhdo ra cac boong tau con tréng,
cac 16i di trén khong, cac canh cay, nin lang khiép hai giwvong mat nhin ga
Chiia quy Am Ti. Brooke dang ditng trén con tau cuép bién, & tit trén cao,
bén canh la Geoff.

“Cha,” c6 bé néi. “Chac chan véi anh mot diéu, néu c6 em di cing véi ho
thi da chang xdy ra chuyén thé nay.”

......

“Ké Gac buong da chét,” Slagguron rong lén. “Khong thi cling da gan
chét r6i. Quyén phép méo mo cua y gio day chi la mot cai gai ngita khong
hon. Ta da doi nhiéu nam dai dé duwgc Ién mat dat va bat dau sw huy diét cta

»

ta.

“E, nguoi biét ngudi ta van néi gi khong?” Theodore van con ditng trén
bai bién, 16n tiéng quat 1én. “Cang to xac thi cang nga dau.”

“Ching con noi diéu khac nita,” Slagguron am am dap lai. “Ké manh
ludn dang, vay nén ta vo cung, vo cung dung.”

“Nay!” mot giong mién Nam ddc sét vang lén.

Slagguron quay lai thi thdy Rose mama dang ding trén boong con tau
nha bép ctia Hoc vién. Thitc an trwa ctia hoc sinh da dugc bay bién can than
trén nhitng chiéc ban go mon vet.

“Pung do, nguoi, ta dang ndi chuyén vdi ngwoi dé! Ta biét nguoi la do to
xac khon kiép, nhung & day chi cé toan bon con nit théi - bon con nit 1€ ra
gio nay phdi & trong nha chi khong phai ra ngoai nay ma tr6 mat nhin thi
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qudi vat di hgm nhw vay!” Phan sau ctia cau néi la nham vao dam hoc sinh
dang ditng sau lvng minh. Chuing tan ra, bién vao trong than nhitng con tau
cua Hoc vién nhv mét dam chudt sg sét. Ba quay sang lai Slagguron.
“Nguoi muodn ra tay giét chdc thi di choé khac ma lam chuyén dé. Ta chac
chin mot tén Chda quy Am Ti to xac nhw nguoi ciing khong muén 1am hai

»
!

con nit

“DP6,” Slagguron noi, “diéu d6 la ngwoi nham roi.”

R6i van hét sitc e bang mot ngan qua dan pha hay diét, ga long 1én va
ném cd cai ngwoi do s6 ctia minh vao than da.

Charlie chwa tirng nhin thdy mdt sinh vat nao & gan véi cai chét nhu Ké
Gac buong. Sinh vat méng manh dé gio vang vot 6m yéu. L.ong nguc cia y
phap phong theo nhip thd kho khé ditt quang. D6i mat to do dan khong hon
va lan da nitt né dang ri ra mét chat 16ng nhw ma.

“Oi khong,” Charlie néi. “Chung ta dén mudn qua roi sao?”
“Y van dang thé...” ong Pinch tra 10i.

Ngay luc do, hiéu trudng budc vao sau lvng Charlie va ong Pinch. “Xin
16i vi khong c6 mat ¢ day khi cac cau dén. Ta phai di du6i may con Phun A-
xit mo lai qua gan.”

Phat tay nhanh mot cdi, ba bién cay gdy kim loai den kit lai vi mau cuia
quai vat thanh mot cai que nho roéi giat vao trong nép ao.

“Pay 1a?” ba liéc nhin 6ng Pinch va hai.
“La toi, Edward day,” ong dap. “Edward Pinch .”

Mat ba hiéu truéng ma to. “Ta hiéu roi. Hiéu roi ... Vay nghia la cac cau
da l1ay dugc sita, phai khong?”

Charlie gat dau. “Pay a.”

N6 dwa cai 6ng nhé cho hiéu trudng.
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Ba thd dai nhe nhom, cam lay 6ng sita véi vé biét on. “Cam on cau rat
nhiéu, cidu Benjamin... va cad cau nita, cau Pinch. Ta chac chan ca hai c6
nhiéu chuyén phiéu lwu tha vi dé ké va ta cling muon nghe tat ca, ngay khi
Ké Gac buong da binh phuc, di nhién. Nhw hai cau cling thay day, sic cta
y da kém nhiéu.”

“Lam on, cho y udng sita di a,” Charlie néi. “Chting ta can y khée manh.
Ngay titc khac.”

Hiéu trwedng nhin Charlie cham cham. “Sao ta lai c6 cam giac cau cé diéu
gi do... chang lanh... mu6n cho ta hay, cau Benjamin?”

“Pung vay. Va em sé ké. Sau khi c6 dua sita cho Ké Gac buong.”

Bat ngd, mot tiéng thét dinh tai xuyén suét cdi Am Ti. Tiéng thét gin dén
noi kinh ctra s6 con tau chién v& vun vi chan dong.

“Tyrannus mo t&i gan day roi,” hiéu tredng néi. “Ga biét Ké Gac buong
chang may choc nita sé chét.”

Ba mé& nap ong va, can than khong dung vao nguoi Ké Gac buong dang
hap héi, trut nhitng giot linh dwgc cubi cing vao miéng cta y.

Sv va cham that khing khiép.

Luc tan cong cua Slagguron khién cho cdy dai thu rung chuyén di doi.
Hai chiéc thuyén - mot chiéc thuyén cao téc dwgc dung lam nha bép caa
Hoc vién, noi Rose mama dang ditng, va mot chiéc thuyén nhé mot buém
dung lam cho gidt la quan ao - bi hat vang khéi nhitng canh cay. Nhitng
ngwoi bén trong la hét that thanh khi chiing lao sam xu6ng dat.

Theodore, hanh dong thuan tuy theo ban nang, hat manh ban tay phai, tirc
khac tao mot canh cong 16n ngay bén dwdi hai chiéc thuyén dang roi.
Chiing roi qua c6ng, lot vao Vong thit nhat cia Am Ti - & do cao mét trdm
bo trong khong trung.

Va khéng suy nghi, Theodore ciing nhdy theo nhitng chiéc thuyén vao
cong.
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Khi roi qua Am Ti cung hai chiéc thuyén, né déng canh cong phia trén
lai r6i m@ mdot cong khac bén dudi, dé cho thuyén lao qua cong va roi thang
xudng dai duong ngay phia truéc Hoc vién Ac mong. Hai chiéc thuyén roi
xubng nwdc danh ram mot tiéng dit déi. Ca va dap rat manh - nhung khong
dén noi tan khoc nhu néu bi rét xudng mat dat cing.

Theodore ciling roi tum xudng lan nwdc bién am 4ap, réi no troi 1én mat
nwdc va bat dau gitup nhitng ngudi bi thwong thoat khéi hai chiéc thuyén
dang chim. Nguoi dau tién no téi gitip 1a Rose mama.

“Cha, nhin con kia, con trai,” ba néi kem mot nu cwoi khi Theodore kéo
ba ra ngoai. “Cudi cung thi xem ra con c6 twong lai v&i vu khai cong nay
roi do nhe.”

“C06 1é thé a,” Theodore cwoi dap lai.

Trong khi Theodore tiép tuc cttu cac nan nhan trong dot tan cong dau tién
cua Slagguron, thi Violet gian tim nguoi, tay lam lam cay riu, chay lai phia
con quy Named. Co6 bé tém 14y nhitng cai chan giong nhw chan rét ¢ duédi
thap nhat va dung ching nhw cac nac thang, bat dau leo 1én phia cai dau to
twéng cua ga.

“Nguoi nghi minh dang lam gi vay ha?” Slagguron n6i va nhin c6 bé nhw
kiéu mo6t con ngwa nhin mot con ru6i. Ga lac nhanh than hinh mot cai, hat
Violet bay viit 1én. C6 bé 16n nhao trong khong trung, vé phia Hoc vién Ac
mong, dam sam vao cai lan can go déo thé moc cta con thuyén cwdp bién
trén ngon cdy. Co bé c6 bam vao dé, nhung tudt tay va sap stta bo nhao lai
xubng mat dat ¢ xa tit bén dwdi thi chot nghe mot giong ndi quen thudc...

“Bat duwgc cau roi!”

Brooke da tum lay canh tay Violet, va v6i mot cu giat manh, kéo c6 bé
Chién binh Trtr Ta tré tud6i 1én boong tau.

“Cam on,” Violet hut hoi. “Néu khong c6 cau...”

“Thoi bo qua di.” Brooke cuwdi nong hau.
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Violet quay ngudi nhay 1én mot chiéc xudng thang may ctia Hoc vién Ac
mong. C6 bé dung dwa chiéc xuong tdi lui trén sgi day thirng dai nhu dung
dwa mot con lac. R6i van hét sitc manh cta minh, ti chiéc xuéng Violet lao
1én cadi mat sau bo cua Slagguron, noi hang ngan cai chan ngan ngo ngoay
cta ga khong thé nao vdi téi dugc.

“Tranh xa ta ra, do con nguoi!” ga gam lén.

Violet khong noi mot 10i, vung tay lén va chém phap lv6i riu that sau vao
mat trai cia con quai vat khong 16.

Slagguron dau ddén rd 1én lam rung chuyén ca mat dat.

“Gio thi may chét roi!” ga gam gao, roi lui lai phia sau, c6 y dap Violet
vao than cay 16n cua Hoc vién.

“Khong!” Theodore thét 1én. “Violet!”

Nhung ngay trwde khi ép Violet bep di vao than dai thu thi dot nhién con
quy Named ay thét 1én dau dén roi nga quy xuong dat, nhw mot hanh tinh
nho va vao trai dat. Violet trugt xuong theo nguwdi ga, dung thit cta ga dé
giam tac dong khting khiép cua cu roi.

“Khong tin noi!” Theodore lao vé phia c6 bé. “Cau ha dugc ga day ha?”

Violet lac dau. “Pau c6.”

Slagguron c6 nhém ngudi 1én nhung roi lai ngd quy xudng dat.

“Gad sao vay?”

“Charlie va 6ng Pinch han da hoi sinh dugc Ké Gac PBuong r6i!” Violet
sung swdng reo lén. Co bé trugt xuéng bén swdn con qudi to 16n va nhay

xubng mat cat thoan thoat nhw meo. “Hé théng phong tha ctia Hoc vién da
hoat dong tr@ lai r6i.”

“Cha, xem, hao quang ctia Ké Gac Puong manh khiép chwa nay! Tham
chi & dén tan day ma van ghé gém dugc nhu vay.”
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Nhitng tdm vay citng cang ra khap trén mat Slagguron, tao thanh mot dau
nhon nhv miii khoan. Violet nhan ra treée day ga cling da tung lam nhw
vay. “Slagguron sap tron thoat d6!” con bé hét 1én.

“0 6... t6 nghi cau ding.”

Khéng no6i thém mot 16i nao, Theodore mé@ mot canh cong vao Vong thi
nhat cia Am Ti.

“Cau lam cai quai gi vay?”

“R0i cau sé thay,” n6 noéi roi chay ludén qua cong.

Sv hoi sinh cia Ké Gac Buwong that diéu ky.

Vira uéng stta cia con Hydra, mau da vang vot 6m o cta y phai di titc
khac, thay vao dé la mot sac xanh luc khée manh dat dao strc song. Doi mat
trang duc trd nén sang trong, va du khong phai 1a mot sinh vat to 16n, nhung
co thé y cang phong ra va manh mé han lén.

“Pugc roi!” Charlie reo 1én. “Y khoe roi!”

Thé roi khap chung quanh vang 1én nhitng tiéng kéu gao dau dén.

Charlie chay 1én boong thi thdy vo s6 quai vat cia Am Ti dang quin quai
rat lui khi hao quang cia Ké Gac Buong chiéu qua nghia dia cua cac con
tau. Tiéng rd dinh tai nhat vang 1én & trén khong khi tw troi cao, Tyrannus
roi nhao xuoéng mat dat citng danh sam mot tiéng, lam ban tung l1én vo so
manh pha lé mau nga nga mu tat.

“PO PHAN BOI!” gi gao lén, ldo déo ditng ddy, ddi canh doi dim d6
trong that tirc cwdi quap lai dwdi nguoi ga. “Bat cong! Bat cong! Thang Gac
Puong do phai CHET DI dé ta c6 thé nhuom mat dit mau PO bing méau
trong SO cua cac nguai!”

“That ra,” Charlie quay sang n6i vGi 6ng Pinch, “phan van veo & cudi dé

la do Theodore nghi ra.”

“Ta cling doan duogc nhu vay.”
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Hiéu trudng bude lai nhap bon. “Cac cau ciling thay r6 roi do, Ké Gac
Puong da khoe lai. Bay gid ching ta phai quay vé Hoc vién Ac mong thoi.”

“Néu ga van con @ do...” Charlie 1am bam.
“Cau noi gi vay, cau Benjamin?”
“Em no6i la em rat néng long mudn quay vé thoi a.”

Ba di ngang qua hai ngudi, ra xa tam anh hwéng - gay kho khan cho viéc
md& cong - cta cdi Anomaly dé ryc to 16n & bén trén. Charlie vira quay
nguoi di theo thi chgt nghe mot giong noi khe khé sau lung.

“Om ta v6i,” Ké Gac Puong ditng & 6 ctia clia con tau goi 1a nha cua vy,
cat tiéng néi. “O Am Ti nay lanh 1dm... va ¢6 don 1dm...”

Y néi diing. O' Am Ti qud la c6 don , Charlie nghi, chim chim nhin vao
d6i mat van nai cda cai sinh vat yéu 6t kia. Ké Gdc Puwong dang séng mot
cubc séng u buon kho s¢ biét duong nao - y khong cham duwoc bat cir cdi gi
0 day va cting khong con nguoi nao dugc cham vaoy .

“Xin 16i, Hank,” Charlie diu dang néi. “Nguwai biét ta khong thé lam diéu
dé. Ta phai di bay gio thoi. Chic ngwoi may man.”

Dt anh mat khoi cai sinh vat mong manh ay, Charlie quay lung chay
theo hiéu trudng. Sau bao nhiéu gian nan nguy hiém & Am Ti, né vo cing
khao khat dwgc quay vé véi ban bé ctia minh.

Khi Charlie va 6ng Pinch vé dén Hoc vién Ac mong qua canh céng do
hiéu triedng ma ra thi Slagguron, van con dau dén khing khiép, phong vot
1én khong trung. Véi tat ca sic luc con sét lai, gd dam dau xudng mat dat.
Mot tiéng no vang troi ban cat vang tung toe va trong thodng choc ga da
bién khuat mat, dé lai mot dwong ham to 16n chay luén trong long dat tham
tham.

“Slagguron...” hiéu treang noi.
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Charlie e dé liéc ba. “Pay chinh la chuyén em da muon néi vGi c6. G3,
m... 4, gi da thoat ra khéi Am Ti.”

“Ta da thay dang la nhw thé.”

“Chuyén dai lam a.”

“Ta cling nghi nhu thé.”

“La vay d6,” Pinch mét moi dwa tay 1én xoa khap khuén mat tré con cta
minh, Charlie van chwa quen dugc véi s that 1a bay gio 6ng trong nhw mot
cau bé mudi ba tudi. “Ta dé song mat ga roi.”

“Khong, thyc ra chwa séng mat dau a.”
Ho quay sang nhin Theodore canh cai cong van dang mé ctia no.
“Y cau 1a thé nao, cau Dagget?” hiéu truéng buéc lai gan héi.

“Ngay truede khi Slagguron chuon di... khi ga van con dang nam liét & do,
thi em da mé& cong nay.”

Charlie nhin qua céng va ngac nhién khi thdy mdt canh twgng quen thude
- kho trang bi ctia né & vong tht nhat ctia Am Ti.

“E, d6 1a noi tao cat tat ca nhitng vat dung trir ta!” né kéu 1én.

Theodore gat dau. “Tao nhé chit. O trong d6 may c6 bd du qui Gremlins,
may cay kiém phong ho, va tao ciing dé y thdy c6 mot it dung cu nho nho
hay hay cét ¢ ngan trén cung.”

N6 chia ra mot vat nhé bang kim loai.
“Dung cu lan theo dau...” Charlie noi.

“0. Tao da méc dinh mét cai vao thit lung cia Slagguron ngay trudc khi
gad bo di.” Theodore cuwdi rang rd dén noi Charlie phat lo 1a dau thang ban
minh sé bj rach 1am d6i mat. “E, néi tao 1a mot siéu thién tai di.”

“Vang a, thwva may, may qua la mot siéu thién tai.”
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“Pung ro6i, lam vay théng minh lam,” hiéu trwdng tan thanh. “Ta kha
khen cho suy nghi nhanh nhay ctia cau ddy, cau Dagget a. Nhw moi khi, ta
lai dang phai d6i mat v6i ca cai tot va cai xau lan 16n - Slagguron da thoat
lén mat dat, tinh hinh rd rang la rat xau; nhung bay gid c6 1€ ga sé dwa
ching ta dén hang 6 mdi ctia Barakkas va Verminion, viéc nay rat c6 kha
nang la chuyén t6t. Ciing twong ti nhw vay, nho két qua no lyc phi thuwong
chia cac co cau, dem sita Hydra vé citu Ké Gac Buong ma Tyrannus bay gio
van con bi méc lai dwéi Am Ti - cfing 1a rat t5t. Nhin chung 1a 1am dwoc

»

lam.
Charlie, Theodore va Violet rang rd mat may.
“Vay bay gio thi sao?” ong Pinch héi. “Budc tiép theo cua ta la gi?”

“Hien tai thi Tyrannus cO 1€ dang & dudi Am Ti,” hiéu tredng dap,
“nhung khong c6 gi bao dam mot Idc nao do trong twong lai ga sé khong
tim ra dugc cach dé ngoi 1én mat dat. Néu diéu do xdy ra, ga gan nhu chac
chan sé giup triéu tap Ké thit Nam, ma do6 la diéu ching ta ditt khoat khong
thé dé xdy ra. Hrdng di cta ching ta da kha r6 rang. Bay gio la lic duwgc an
ca nga vé khong chiing ta da phai chién dau cho dén hoi thé cudi cung.”

Ba huwdng ra bién, ta do dai bay phap phéi trong lan gi6 am.

“Mot trong cac ga Named phai chét.”
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PHAN III

BON NAMED

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG MUOI BON - KE HOACH
TAN CONG

Nhitng cdnh budm ctia con tau cuép bién trén néc ctia Hoc vién Ac mong
bay phan phat trong gié lam Violet roi tri. Co bé dang tap trung vé hinh mot
con rong trong khi nhitng cdng nhan cta Phan vién dang c6 hét sttc sira
chita lai nhitng thiét hai ndng né ma Slagguron da gay ra.

Viéc vé voi xem chirng khong dwgc tot cho lam.

Trwdc day co bé thuwong thay dugce nhitng hinh dnh trong tam tri minh, rd
nhw anh chup, va vé voi chi don gian la chuyén chuyén nhitng hinh anh ay
sang trang gidy ma th6éi. Nhung bay gid nhitng hinh anh trong tam tri Violet
khong con dugce ro6 rang nita, nhw thé c6 bé dang nhin ching qua mdt tam
man trang duc vay.

“Tranh vé dén dau r6i?” Brooke di lai héi.

“Van dang,” Violet néi, chdang vui vé gi vdi viéc xen ngang nay.

“T'¢ chi mudn néi la cau that ctr day, dam tan cong Slagguron thé co ma.
Y nhw mot Chién binh Trir Ta day kinh nghiém vay. Ma that ra con giéi hon
ay chit. Té chwa bao gid thay ai lam diéu gi nhw thé ca.”

“Cam on cau. Va cling cam on cau da gitt tg, khong c6 cau thi t¢ da
khong xong r6i.”

Brooke nhun vai. “Chi la ding noi, ding ldc th6i.” N6i roi lai hat nhe
mai t6c mugt ma khoi mat.

“U, cdm on 1an nita nhé.” Violet lai tp trung v&, mong cho Brooke hiéu
ra dugc tin hiéu dy va di di cho n6 nho.

Nhung Brooke khong di.

“Sao cau ghét td thé?” cudi cung, Brooke hoi.
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Violet ngwéc mat 1én. “Cai gi co?”

“Nay, t¢ hiéu t& khong phai la ngwdi tuyét voi nhat thé gidi. That ra, t6
biét minh thinh thodng cfling khién ngudi ta by'c minh.”

“Buwc minh thoi sao?”

“Thoi dugc, thoi dugc, khién nguwdi ta rat by'c minh. Co 1€ con té hon thé
nita. Va té cling biét t& da sai trong lan dau tién gdp cac cau & Hoc vién
nay.”

“Cau nghi vay sao?”

Nhitng lan Brooke va Geoff lién tuc tan cong Charlie va ca nhém van con
ranh ranh trong tam tri ctia Violet, cho du chuyén xdy ra cach day da hon
sau thang.

“Té chi dang ndi rang...” Brooke tiép, “troi a, khé that ddy... t& chi mudn
ndi rang trwdc day td that khé chiu, nhung té da c6 hét stc dé thay doi. Té
da co gang than thién vdi cac cau. T¢ chi muon lam ban thoi.”

“Vi saon?”

Brooke c6 vé that tinh ngac nhién vi cau hoi dé. “O... t& khong biét.
Ciing vi cung cai ly do khi moi ngwdi mudn lam ban ctia ai dé thoi, co 1é
the.”

“U thi vay, nhung vi sa0?”

“Ba@i vi té thich cac cau va t¢ nghi chiing ta c6 thé choi v6i nhau...”

Violet lac dau. “Khong phdi vay. Ly do la cdu muén dugc cap ke véi
Charlie Benjamin.”

“Cau dién a, cau &y méi mudi ba, con t¢ gan mudi sau roi!”

“Nhung cau ay ciling la mot tay De Doa Kép, dita nhoc c6 sitc manh 16n
nhat & day. Ai cling biét diéu d6. Cau chi mu6n gan giii Charlie, va muon
lam ban v@i t@ vi t6 la ban ctia cau 4y ma thoi.”
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Violet lai quay di hi hoay vé. Burc vé trong that la kinh khung.

“Nhuw thé that xau tinh,” Brooke néi, mat ngan ngan nuac.

“Cau ctr dé danh s6 nwdc mat dé di. Ludn ca cai tro vén vén mg toc vang
va cai mat phung phiu vo vit kia nita. My thit d6 chang an thua gi véi t&
dau.”

“Té& khong vo vit!” Brooke gan giong. Violet cé thé cam thdy anh mat
cta dira con gai 16n hon dang xody vao minh nhuwng c6 bé c6 cwdng lai cai
khao khat déi mat v&i nhau. “Thoi bo di.” Brooke quay ngudi... nhung thay
vi budc di, c6 bé chi dirng lai va ditng nguyén ¢ dé. “Té da ting c6 thé mdé
cong,” cudi cung Brooke néi. “Té cling kha gidi viéc dé... nhung roi t& mat
Kha nang, va gio thi tat ca nhitng gi t¢ c6 thé lam chi la nhin moi nguaoi
xung quanh minh dung Kha nang cua ho, va c6 tim ra cach nao dé dé dugc
cung tham gia ma thoi.”

“Cau da co6 lai Kha nang r6i con gi, khong nhé sao?” Violet ngwdc mat
nhin 1én. “Khi cdu cung Charlie chong trd Barakkas trong hang 6 cta ga?
Cau da md& cong va ciru dugce ca hai.”

“Nhung chang dugc may choc. N6 lai da bién mat ngay lap tire.”

“Vi cau c dé mdc nhu thé!” Violet ditng bat diy. Bay gio con bé da
nong mau thye sy. “Cau van cé thé nhu tat ca bon té néu cau co gang,
Brooke a, nhung viéc do doi hoi long can dam. Cau tha lam mot co ban gai
xinh dep - & bén canh ké c6é quyén lyc chit khong mudn chiu trach nhiém veé
no!”

Nguwoi Violet run 1én vi gian. Brooke budc lui lai mot buéce.

“Pung, c6 1é diung la thé, nhung khong c6 nghia la t6 muon nhw thé.”
“Thé thi thay doi di!”

“Bang cach nao? TG chi mudn duwgc nhw cau.”

Violet cudi. “Khéng, cau khong muon vay dau. Tin t6 di.”
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“T6¢ c6 mubn . Cau cing ran, cuc ky khéo léo va...”
“Va t¢ ghét chinh minh vi nhitng diéu dé!”

Violet bong kinh hoang nhan ra do la su that, c6 bé ghét chinh minh, hay
it nhat la ghét con ngwdi ma minh sé trd thanh.

“T¢ da rat thich vé,” Violet ha giong no6i tiép. “Gid thi... nhin xem.” Con
bé hat tay vé phia bitc tranh trén gia vdi vé chan ghét. “Khi bon quai vat
tran dén va phai chién dau thi t& con kiém soat dwgc minh. TG c6 thé dung
riu - t@ dung riu gioi, kha giéi day - nhung khi d6 t& khong con nhan ra
duwgc chinh minh nita.”

CO bé im lang mot lat, mat dam dam nhin ra bién xa. “T'¢ cam thay minh
nhv dang troi di. T¢ khong con biét chac minh la ai nita...”

“Tao la mot tay Phap s Khai cong kinh 1am day, that day,” Theodore néi
khi cling Charlie di doc theo b& bién phia truéc Hoc vién Ac mong, vira di
vira nhdt vé 6c. “May khong tin duoc la tao dd mé nhitng canh cong nhw
thé nao dau - khong 16 luon! To da cho ca hai con tau cung roi qua dé. Ca
hai chiéc roi vao Am Ti, bum, tao ciing lao xuéng theo, va trong khi dang
roi, dang roi day nhé, tao m@ thém mot canh cong khong 16 nita cho tat ca
roi qua tiép, nhw xé kim vay do, roi vut !, cudi cung ha xuéng ngay trén mat
dat, ngay dai dwong ngoai kia kia, an toan cyc ky luon...”

N6 chi ra mot noi ngoai dai dwong, noi nhitng con thuyén da dap xuong.

“Pung la khiép that!” Charlie néi, n6 that tinh mirng cho thang ban.
“May dung cong dé lam nhitng chuyén hoan toan bat ngo, giong nhu mot
phién ban siéu cyc ky cta chuyén may vGi tao dem nang tGi giét con
Darkling d6, c6 diéu la may da ty lam viéc &y mot minh. Chac chan la may
suong dién lén dy nhi!”

“Puong nhién.”

Theodore bat ngd dirng lai r6i gap ngwoi xuéng rén ri, 6m bung cé vé dau
don.
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“Sao vay?” Charlie hoi. “May khong bi 6m day chi?”

Theodore lac dau, roi nhin 1én thang ban minh v&i &nh mat chita day mot
sw dau khé méi la. “Van dé la tao khong biét tao da lam diéu d6 nhw thé
nao. Nhitng canh cong kia dy... ti nhién ching xuat hién thoi.”

“Thé thi sao?”

“Thi néu may bat tao lam lai nhu thé, ngay & day, ngay lic nay thi v6
phuwong. Tao khong lam lai dwgc. Tao la than dong chi mot cu théi! Sy

"’

nghiép cua tao két thiic r6i, ma tao chi mdi cé6 mudi ba tudi

“B6t cang thang di. Tao cling thé ma. May mon to dung do, may cai cong
khong 16, nhitng thit dé cit tv nhién xdy ra. Ching dén tir dau do6 sau bén
trong nguwoi minh va tao chang kiém soat dugc, thé nén chiing rat manh... va
rat nguy hiém.”

“That ha?” Theodore c6 vé tran tré hy vong.

Charlie gat dau. “Nghe nay, hom nay may da lam dwgc mot viéc rat
khung, va khi khoanh khac do tré lai, va tao biét n6 sé trd lai, chac chan
may sé lam dwgc diéu con t6t hon nita kia day.”

“May nghi vay ha?”

“Tuyét doi luén! Va ct twéng twgng bé may sé cam thay ra sao khi 6ng
ay nghe dwgc chuyén nay...”

Mat Theodore sang 1én. “May nghi sé c6 ngudi ké cho b tao ha?”
“May dua hay sao? C6 ngudi nao? Tat cd moi nguoi ay chir?”

Theodore bong nhién tran tré hanh phtic. “B6 tao sé hanh dién that su,
phai khong? Lam sao ma ong lai khong tw hao dugc chw, phai khong?”

“Durt khoat roi.”

“B0 tao da bat dau c6 suy nghi vay roi ma. May con nhé hoi trong hang 6
cua Barakkas va Verminion, khi b6 tao néi tao tir choi di vé dé & lai bao vé
may la mot viéc tot khong?”
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Charlie gat dau.

“Lan nay con hon thé gap muoi lan ddy nhi. Hom nay tao da bao vé dugc
bao nhiéu la nguoi!”

“Chac chén r6i.” Charlie vo vai ban. “Tin tao di, ddy la mét buwdc ngoat
day.”

“MOot budc ngoadt...”

Charlie gan nhu thady dugc Theodore trd lui, 13t t6i diéu nay trong dau no,
twdng twgng moi kha nang tuyét voi méi trong quan hé cta né véi bo no.

“May dung la thang ban tot day, may biét thé khong, Charlie?” cudi cung
noé noi. “Thang ban to6t nhat ma tao cd. Nai that day.”

“Thai di...” Charlie ngugng ngung xua di.

“Thdi gi? Y tao 1a thé that day. Tao s& khong bao gid dé bat it diéu gi
xdy dén cho may dau. Tao thé.”

“Okay,” Charlie noéi, n6 thdy dugc vé nghiém tic cua thang ban. “Tao
cling thé.”

Ching dwa mat nhin ra bién. Nhitng con mong bién lao tt trén trdi xuéng
nuwéc, kep trong mo day ca ngon.

“Lan cudi cung may dwgc gap bo me may la hoi nao thé?” Mot lat sau
Theodore pha tan sy im lang.

Charlie nhin vai. “Lau r6i. Sau thang. Gid tao con chang biét ho dang &
dau ntra.”

“Phan vién van con che dau tung tich dé bao vé ho ha?”
Charlie gat dau. “Tao nhé bé me qua.”
Minh nhé bé me qua.

Sv that ctia nhitng t* don gian dé lam né nhoi ca long.
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“E...” Theodore néi, déi méit long lanh ranh manh. “Muén biét ho & dau
khong? Bon minh c dot nhap vao may tinh caa Phan vién, xong 1én cho
may chay dé xem tht ho dang & noi dau.”

“Thaoi...”

“Co 18 vui db,” Theodore noéi. “Lam may chuyén lén lit... khong chap
hanh luat 1€... day vao rac roéi... giong nhw héi xwa ay.”

“Tao danh gia cao diéu may ndéi. That d6. Nhung chi vi tao ma Verminion
suyt nita da giét bd me tao roi. Gio thi cé dén ba tén Named trén mat dat,
néu tao di gap b6 me thi ai biét dwgc hiém nguy nao sé dén vdi ho?” Charlie
lac dau. “T6t nhat la tao khéng nén lang vang quanh ho, tin tao di.”

Ngay lic do, mot canh cong bat md ra trwdc mat hai cau bé va hiéu
trudng budc qua. “Cau Benjamin, cu dugce triéu tdp dén Phan vién Ac
mong. Co chuyén 16n dang xdy ra... phdi di ngay.”

Ro6i ba quay nguoi bo di.
“Cho em mot chut vGi!” Charlie goi to. “Co khong di cung em ludn a?”

Ba lic dau. “Ta e khong dugc. Ta phai tré lai Am Ti trong chitng Ké Gac
buong.”

“Nhung y khoé r6i ma.”

“Ngay lic nay thi dang, nhwng chi can thém mot cii cham nhe cia con
nguoi la moi chuyén sé trd lai con s6 khong va cau c6 thé bdo ddm mot diéu
la Tyrannus sé lam hét sitc ctia ga dé cho diéu do6 xay ra.”

Charlie dong y la vay, nhung hiéu truéng khong thé nao chi song dwdi
Am Ti, trong gitt Ké Gac Puong sudt quang doi con lai ciia ba dugc?

“Khi nao thi c¢6 vé?” n6 haéi.
“Khi y dwgc an toan ,” hiéu trwdng tra 16i vdi giong cho thay rang van dé
ay khong can ban cai gi thém nita. “Gio thi di di, cau Benjamin.”

“Khong c6 em thi chva dugce dau.”
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Hiéu tredng quay sang Theodore. “Cau noi gi, cau Dagget?”
Theodore gat dau. “No6 di thi em ciling di.”

“D6 la mot lap truong kha manh mé day.”

“Em la m6t Phap s Khai cong kha manh mé ma.”

Charlie sttng sot khi thdy hiéu trudng lai mim cwoi. “Ta cling da nghe
noi. Vay thi hdy cung di luon. That ra, cdu Benjamin a, cau c6 thé dan theo
tat ca cac ban cia minh, khéng bao gio 1a thira dau.”

No6i doan ba budc di, dé Charlie va mot thang Theodore sitng s& sau
lung.

“Pén Phan vién Ac mdng nao, nhéc oi!” Theodore bt ngd gao 1én. “D6
la cach ta hanh dong!”

Dinh Cao ty ctia Phan vién Ac mong lanh 180 va yén dng. Khong khi théi
loat soat qua cac 16 thong gi6. Cac mdy tinh kéu ro ro véi nhitng cai nhap
chuot tach tach va nhirng tiéng tit tit nho nhd.

“Ta da tim ra hang 6 m&i ctia bon Barakkas, Verminion va Slagurron, tit
trén viung bo hoang bang gia trén day Himalayas,” gidm doc Drake noéi véi
nhitng Chién binh Trir Ta va Phap sw Khai cong. “Pung vay, ta ciing tinh
luén Slagguron vé beé 1ii d6.” Lao quac mat gam vao Charlie mot cai nhin
day ac cam. “Cé vé cac anh ban tré cta ching ta cho rang m& cong cho ga
1én mat dat la chuyén hgp tinh hop 1y.”

Nhitng nguwoi 16n trong phong cau nhau nhung khong co vé gi la ngac
nhién.

Ldo muén gdn hét trach nhiém cho minh, Charlie nghi tham. Moi nguoi
déu biét chuyén Slagguron trén thoat khoéi Am Ti - 1am sao giit bi mat dugc
cai tin nhu thé - nhung lao gidm déc ldc nao cling phai bdo dam cho tat ca
moi nguwdi déu biét ai phai chiu trdch nhiém ma khong hé gidi thich hoan
canh. Bon chiing twdng minh dang cttu mot dita bé, vi n6 khoc 16c ni non!
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MGt dita bé con kia ma! Lam sao chiing biét dwgc Slagguron la mot ké Gia
danh? Lam gi c6 ai khac biét.

“Pung roi day, ro rang la ching da lam nhw thé,” mét giong néi vang lén
t phia cu6i phong. Charlie nhan ra ngay cai giong nhira nhya cia viung
Texas. Ong Rex dang tién lai 16i giita. Vira nhac thay 6ng cao boi 1a Charlie
phan khai han 1én. “Nhung cling c6 thé néi, néu ching khéng mé cong cho
lao Slagguron thoat qua thi lam sao ta tim ra hang 6 mé&i cta ching ha. Do
dé ta phai cam on céi suy nghi thong minh cta cau Theodore Dagget & dang
kia.”

Ong Rex hat dau vé phia Theodore. Thing bé dé birng mit, dwa méat nhin
b6. Ong twéng liéc nhin thdng con trai... vd nhdy mét v6i né mot cai that
nhanh.

“E! May c6 thay...”
“Co6 chit.” Charlie mim cuwdi. “Thay ro la khac.”

Ong Rex ghim cai nhin vao ldo gidm déc. “Cau Dagget tré tudi khon
ngoan hon tat ca ching ta gop lai. Chiing ta xac bac xang bang c6 tim cho
ra hang 6 méi ciia bon Named ma chang dwoc chit manh moi gi - c toan
chay long vong nhw mot 1t Hydra cut dau qud quang.”

Ong quay sang Violet.

“Nhan néi chuyén dau c6 bon Hydra, khi di citu Ké Gac Buong, co co
tinh dugc da chat bay bao nhiéu réi khong, hé c6 nho Violet Sweet?”

Violet, ng6i bén canh Charlie, mat do btrng va nhtn vai. “Chau khong
biét.”

“Ta biét, ta biét, mo6i con c6 dén sau cai dau nén dém nham nhu choi. Ta
chac ciing 16n tung pheéo thoi. D6 la viéc ma mot Tro thu gidi sé lam gitp
ching ta, ma theo ta thay thi c6 da c6 mot Tro tha gidi giang la c6 Brooke
Brighton day roi, ta nghi vay, cit xem cach c6 ay dan tat ca dén cho chiéc
thuyén Géc va dwa t6i Nghia Trang TGB la biét ma.”
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Brooke ngo6i ngay canh Violet, c6 nén khéng nd nu cuwdi toe to nhat thé
gioi.

“Nhung ta chac la 6ng néi dung, 6ng giam doc a,” dng Rex quay sang lao
Drake va noi tiép. “T6i cho rang bon tré kia & Hoc Vién chi 1a mot nhiim
con nit kém cdi ma thoi.”

Bau khong khi dac lai nhw c6 thé s¢ thay duoc.

“Cam on bai phat biéu hay hém cia nguwoi, Chién binh Trw Ta
Henderson,” giam doc Drake cudi cung dap lai, giong nang mia mai. “Bon
tré dé c6 nhiéu thanh tich hon nhitng dita khac cung tudi hay khong? D6 1a
diéu khong thé bac bd. Nhung phdi chang ching ciling gay hai nhiéu hon
nhitng dita khac? Chac chan la nhv vay.”

Lao di vong qua ban lam viéc dé ditng ngay tredc mat dam dong.

“Vi hanh dong cta bon tré tu6i nay ma ba trong bon ga quy Named hién
da c6 mat trong thé gidi cua ching ta. Néu Tyrannus tim dugc duwong tdi
day thi Bo T bon ching sé triéu tap duwgc Ké thit Nam - nhwng ta nhat
quyét khong dé chuyén d6 xdy ra. Gio da biét vi tri cia hang 6 mdi cta
ching nén chiing ta c6 thé hoan thanh cong viéc ching ta da bat dau truéc
d6. Thwa quy vi, ching ta phdi hoan tdt cudc Xam lwgc Phan vién va giét
mot trong bon tén Named.”

“Thé thi hdy chon Verminion,” mot giong cao the thé cat 1én ¢ bén hong
phong. Charlie quay sang thi thdy mot dita bé dang tién vé phia lao giam
doc. N6 nhan ra dira bé nay ngay.

Do la ong Pinch.

“Suy cho cung,” 6ng Pinch néi ti€p, “Verminion la ké bi thwong nang
nhat khi danh nhau vgi Barakkas. Do dd6, ga la ké dé trir khir nhat. Ga phai
ding dau danh sach can tiéu diét ctia ching ta.”

“Cam on vi thong tin khan d6, nhoc con,” 6ng Rex noi, tay khoanh lai.
“Bon ta dut khoat sé don nhan 1oi khuyén do, nhung ta hy vong chu may

https://thuviensach.vn



khong phién néu ta ci¥ dé ngé van dé thém mot chit, nham khi can phai tuy
co &ng bién.”

“Ung bién gi thi tng bién,” 6ng Pinch néi, “mién Verminion chét 1a
duoc.”

Ong Rex quic mét. “Nguoi 1a dita quai ndo vay chit ha, thing nhéc nay?”

“Nguoi khong nhan ra ta sao?”

“Ta thdy nguoi c6 gi dé6 quen quen, nhuwng...” 6ng Rex tién lai gan hon
quan sat. Dot nhién, 6ng nhan ra. “Khoéng... sao c6 thé.”

“Ta e la vay do.”

“Pinch ha?” Rex de dat 1én tiéng.

“ Edward Pinch, cam phién ngwoi goi nhu thé.”

“Chuyén gi dang dién ra & day vay?” giam doc Drake hoi.
“Ta cling dang tw hoi diéu khon kiép twong ty.”

Charlie ditng 1én. “Em nghi minh c6 thé giai thich. Ong Pinch, y em 1a
ong Edward, da uong mot chut sita cta loai Hydra ma bon em dung dé citu
Ké Gac Puong.”

“Ta chi tht thoi, cdc ngwoi hiéu chit,” 6ng Pinch giai thich. “Khong thé
cho sinh vat dy tiép xtc véi mot thi linh dwgce la ma khong biét n6é cé an
toan khong, khong phai sao?”

Charlie nghi nén nhac nhé Pinch ché cé bép méo s that - gi thi gi, thang
bé nay ( nguoi dan 6ng nay chit!) ré rang quan tam dén viéc danh lai vinh
quang tredc kia cia minh nhiéu hon 1a git cho Ké Gac buwong dwoc an toan
- nhung Charlie cho qua vu nay.

“Can ban ma no6i,” Charlie tiép, “linh dwgc da lam 6ng Pinch - y em
muon noi 1a 6ng Edward - phuc hoi vé lai thoi diém c6 quyén nang manh
nhat. Vé lai thoi diém ong ay 1a Pe Doa Kép.”
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“Khong thé vay dugc...” gidam doc Drake lac dau noéi. “Nguoi that sy
muon noi rang thang bé nay, hay ga dan ong nay, da cé lai dwgc Kha nang,
sau khi bi nguwdi tién nhiém cda ta & Phan vién ra 1énh Rit bo vi si an toan
va an ninh cua nhan loai sao?”

“Pung,” 6ng Pinch tra 16i coc 16c. “Kha nang cua ta da quay trd lai. Han
ong muodn vi si an toan va an ninh ctia nhan loai ma Rut kha nang cta ta lan
nita chang?”

“Ta rat muén nhv thé. O’ day ching ta c6 hai ké Pe Doa Kép 1a du té hai
va da hon loan lam r6i - bay gio chi nghi téi chuyén c6 thém mot tén thit ba
thi ding la nhitc dau. Viéc Rut kha nang la diéu can thiét!”

“Viéc do sé khong xay ra,” Charlie noi va budc 1én canh ong Pinch. “T6i
khong cho phép.”

“Céac nguoi da thay bon ching cau két véi nhau chwra? Ching cho rang
ching la mot giong loai riéng biét, phai chang nhw thé? Khoéng luat 1€ nao
ap dung dugc cho ching. Tém lai, ching la nhitng tén Pe Doa Kép - gidi
hon, manh hon, khon hon tat ca ching ta!”

“Piéu dé khong ding!” Charlie quay sang khan cau nhitng ngudi quanh
né. “Em biét em da lam nhitng chuyén ma moi ngwdi mong mudn phai chi
em ding lam - em cling mong nhw thé - nhung nhitng chuyén dé khong hé
xuat phat ti tinh xau hay duy nga...”

“Chung ta biét diéu do,” 1ao Drake cat 10i. “Va cling chang quan trong gi.
Khéng ai budc toi nguwoi c6 tinh gay ra nhitng viéc khing khiép nay ca -
nguwoi khong c6 y dwa Barakkas 1én thé gidi ching ta va chac chan nguoi
cling khong cé y dwa ca Slagguron nita. Nhung thue té€ la ngwoi da lam
nhitng viéc do. Nguoi dd lam, Benjamin a. Va gio day nhitng nguoi con lai
trong ching ta phai di don sach cai dong t6i 16i cia nguoi.”

Charlie muén dap trad v6 cung. Toi da co gitip moi nguoi , n6 mudn gao
1én nhu thé. B6 me téi, ban bé téi, mét dira tré lac 16i duéi Am Ti - vdy thi
co gi la sai chu?
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Nhung néu né sai thdt thi sao?

Y do t6t thoi da da chwa néu né dan t6i hau qua 1a mot cai gi do kinh
khiing? Cau héi lam day 1én mot mdi nghi ngd khing khiép trong tri
Charlie 1am n6 nin lang.

“Nhur tat ca cac nguoi c6 1é van con nhg,” Drake néi tiép, “Ngay tir dau
ta da ra lénh Rat Kha nang cua cau Benjamin day, nhung hiéu trudng
Brazenhope lai cuc lyc phan doi. Ba ta da 1gi dung quyén han va long kinh
trong danh cho mot hiéu tredng dé che chd han. Tai sao nhuw vay? Khong
can thién tai méi hinh dung ra dugc van dé. Ba ta, cling nhu han, 1a Pe Doa
Kép - ho bado vé cho nhau. Va hdy nhin vao nhitng sy kién hom nay. Sau khi
ta de doa Rit Kha ning ctia 6ng Pinch day thi ai nhay ra hd trg? Ay, chinh
la cau Benjamin, di nhién roi! De Doa Kép bdo vé Pe Doa Kép bao vé De
Doa Kép. Khi nao thi con dién nay mdi két thiic? Khi nao thi sy trong sach
m&i lai dwgc phuc hoi noi nhitng sanh dwong dang tw hao nay? Chung ta
con phai bi can thém bao nhiéu lan nita trwdc khi cho... cop... ngu ?”

Giong néi ctia giam doc tu tin va manh mé dén nodi ngay ca chinh Charlie
cling thay dao dong trudc 1ap luan say swa cua lao. Nhung trwde khi né kip
néi gi thi canh ctta d6 s6 ctia Dinh Cao Gy bat m& va mot ngudi cong nhan
mdc dong phuc xanh chay ao vao .

“Chuyén nay nghia la gi day?” giam doc Drake gam l1én. “Chung ta dang
hop kin!”

“T6i xin 16i vi phai lam gian doan,” ngwdi dan 6ng tra 10i, giong run 1én
khi moi con mat déu quay vé phia ong. “Néu khéng cé thong tin cuc ky
khan cap thi t6i da khong phai vao day thé nay.”

“Vay thi thoi dai dong 1a n6 ‘khan cap’ ra sao, ma hay khan cap noéi luon
cho chiing ta biét diéu chuing ta can biét!

“Slagguron dang di chuyén.”
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Nhitng 10i trao doi hoang loan no ra trong dam dong dang tham gia dai
hoi, ho tranh luan véi nhau vé y nghia cta céi tin chang lanh nay.

“Yén lang! Yén ldng!” giam doc Drake lai quat 16n, ngat 16i nhitng nguoi
dang huyen thuyén. “Ga dang huvéng tGi dau?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng vat 1on c6 gitt binh tinh. “Téi day. Néu khong chéch khoi
16 trinh hién tai thi gd sé dén Phan vién Ac mong trong vong mot tiéng

»

nira.
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CHUONG MUOI LAM - CUOC TAN
CONG CUA BON NAMED

Trén nhitng birc twong thép cuia phong Tinh bao, nép sau trong trung tam
ctia Phan vién Ac mong, treo day nhitng man hinh cho thay vo s6 hinh anh
khung khiép vé 16 trinh tan pha ctia Slagguron khi ga phéng nhanh qua 16p
vo qua dat, lam sap cac cau va cac toa nha trén dwong di chuyén dit tgn cta
gad. Charlie cung cac ban ding & cudi phong, nhin canh twgng dy va kinh
ngac vi khoi Iwgng bui dat khong 16 bi lat sang hai bén nhwong 16i cho
Slagguron di qua.

“Troi dat oi, gd nay nhanh qua,” 6ng Rex thét 1én, mat cham cham nhin
vao man hinh 16n & chinh gitta. M6t dom trang trén ban d6 vé tinh ctia nwdc
My thé hién sy di chuyén ctia ga Chia Quy khi ga di chuyén véi toc do
khting khiép.

“Ta c6 chac la ga dang nham dén day khong?” giam doc Drake hoi, vét
mo hoi lo lang 1ap lanh & moi trén. “Puwong doé sé dwa ga di ngang qua Las
Vegas, co 1€ do la noi ga dinh dung lai.”

“Pé lam gi? Pé danh bac dy ha?” 6ng Rex ddo mat. “Khong, ga dang dén
day. Tén Named d6 han da phat hién ra ching ta & day dang san lung bon
ching va quyét dinh tan cong trwdc khi ta ra tay... néu la ta thi ta cling lam
nhu vay.”

Gidm doc Drake quay sang 6ng William. “Twéng Dagget, ong cé dé nghi
gi khong?”

“Chung ta can di tan ngay.”

“Di tan?” 6ng Rex rén 1én. “Oi théi di, ngwoi ditng c6 dua. Nguwoi mudn
bo chay sao?”
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“Di nhién la khong, va ta cting khong hai long vd&i céi an y ctia nguoi.
Chung ta sé chién dau, nhung khong phdi trong cai thé ket nhw & noi day,
noi Slagguron c6 thé de bep ching ta nhw dap bep mot céi lon thiéc. Lgi thé
cta chung ta la biét ga dang dén day, nho vao thiét bi theo doi hanh tung do
con trai cua ta da cai vao nguoi ga.”

Theodore giat minh vi 16i khen bat ngo. “May nghe thay khong?” né thi
tham v@i Charlie. “B6 tao kéu tao la ‘con trai cia ta’ ngay tredc mat moi
nguoi.”

“Pung la thé,” Charlie mim cwoi tra 10i.

“Khong,” ong William néi tiép. “Chuing ta sé di tan, dé khi Slagguron
danh t6i noi thi ga chi tdn cong dugc mot toa nha trong ma thoi. Sau dé
ching ta sé m& cong va danh ga ti trén mat dat, noi ga khong ngo tdi.”

Ong Rex gat dau, Charlie c6 thé thay rd 6ng cao bdi rat ¢ an tuwgng voi
ké hoach dé6. Giam doc Drake quay sang phu ta ctia minh. “Ra lénh di tan.”

Anh dén xanh bit dau chép nhay khip co s& va cc doi Phap su Khai
cong xudt phat, lao dén nhitng khu vic khac cta Phan vién dé bat dau ma
cong cho cac nhan vién thoat ra.

“Con dan thuong thi sao?” Tabitha hoi 1ao Drake.

“Dan thuong?”

“Nhitng nguoi ¢ trén doé...” c6 hat dau 1én tran. “Néu chiing ta chién dau
0 trén do, thi nhitng nguwoi trong s thu sé bi tan sat.”

S& thd! Tir 1au 1&m roi, Charlie van vao ra Phan vién Ac mong chi bing
cong phép thuat ma thoi nén n6 da hoan toan quén rang Phan vién dugc xay
dwéi long S& thu San Diego. N6 da tirng c6 lan héi 6ng Rex tai sao nhu thé,
nhung 6ng Rex chi nhin vai. “Chang biét. Chac vi dan tinh quen nghe du
loai tiéng gam gao am 1 trong s thu r6i nén c6 nghe thiy tiéng ctia bon quai
vat cho ta thi cling khong thac mac gi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Charlie khéng chac d6 c6 phadi la ly do that hay khong, nhung ngay lic
nay thi diéu d6 chang quan trong nita. Néu ho khong gap rit lam diéu gi do
thi ‘gi0 an trong s& thu’ sé mang mot y nghia hoan toan khac.

“Pa xac dinh dugc vi tri,” giam doc Drake noi véi Tabitha. “Dwa mot
tiéu doi dén do6 phat quang khu vie.”

“T6i di ngay day.” Roi co lao ra khoi phong.

“Ga da dén kia,” ong William 1am bam, chi vao mot man hinh quay thanh
pho Las Vegas tur trén khong. “Nhin xem céanh tan pha...”

Nhitng con dudng bi vong 1én khi mot vat gi dé to 16n phi thuong dang
luén bén duwéi. Birc twong Nit than Ty do gia dat phia trwedc song bac New
York, New York nga vat xuéng dong xe c0 - xe hoi trvgt ddm sam vao cac
toa nha, xe buyt thi lat nghiéng. Du cuon bang khong kem am thanh nhung
Charlie van c6 thé thay nhitng ngudi khach bo hanh vira la hét vira hup
xuong dat dé tranh sw 1on x6n do.

“Oi khong,” Violet rén ri. “Tdi nghiép ho...”

Ca nhém & Phan vién kinh hoang nhin Slagguron luén qua bén duéi
khach san Luxor hinh ch6p mau den, lam v& vun moi ctta s6 ¢ d6. Kinh v&
roi xuéng via hé nhw mwa. Ong William quay sang gidm d6c Drake.

“Chung ta can bao dong cho Trai Pendleton.”
Giam doc gat dau. “bong y.”

“DPgi da, cac nguodi dinh triéu tdp quan doi sao?” 6ng Rex lac dau, khong
tin n6i. “Po la an ti hinh!”

“Danh cho Salgguron?” Charlie hoi.

“Khong, nhoc, danh cho qudn dgi d6. Ho chi t6 lam vwéng chan tay
chung ta, con Slagguron thi c6 dugc mot ngay xé xac ho choi.”

“Trwdc sau gi thi ho cling sé xuat hién théi,” ong William dap trd. “Ho
thwong hay chi y dén nhitng thit linh tinh nhw mot con quai vat khong 16
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chay lang thang chang han.”

“Cé 18 vay,” ong Rex thé dai ndo né. “U, néu ho t6i thi t6t hon hét 1a
nguwoi nén bdo ho dem theo moi thit ho c6 - dén ma thiéu vii khi thi cling
nhu khong. Va bao ho nhanh lén.”

Charlie li€c nhin lai man hinh trung tam. Slagguron da bé lai Las Vegas
mot quang xa roi va bay gio dang tién vao California - néu van gitt van toc
kinh hoang do thi ga sé t6i San Diego chi trong it phut nita thoi. “Bon chau
lam gi giup dugc khong a?” n6 hoi ong Rex.

“Gitp ha? Cach duy nhat bon bay c6 thé giup la ra khéi day dé ngudi 16n
lam cong chuyén.”

“Khong doi nao!” Theodore la 1én. “Thay khéng muén chay, bon em
cling khng mué6n!”

“Pay khong con la chuyén tré con nita dau. Treong nghi day! Lop giai
tan! Bién di nao!”

“Thay &y néi ding dé,” Brooke néi. “Bon minh nén di théi. O lai chi lam
vuong chan.”

Charlie biét 6ng Rex ndi dung. Truwdc day ching chwa bao gio danh tran
nhw thé nay, va c6 1é ching sé bi thwong hay bi giét... song n6é van khong
chiu dugc y nghi bi loai khéi vong chién.

“Bon chau sé ¢ lai,” Charlie néi. “Hay it nhat chau sé & lai. Chau khong
thé no6i ho cho ai khac.”

Ong Rex lic dau. “Nhéc, ta khong cé thdi gian cho viéc nay nita dau. Ta
khong cho phép, ta n6i nghiém tic day.”

“Pung lo cho bon chau. Bon chau khong sao dau.”

“Ta nh& cé lan da bao chi may khéng duwgce néi nhitng thit nhw ‘bon chau
khong sao’ khi KHONG HIEU minh dang néi vé cai gi roi kia ma!”

Va do6 1a lic ho cam thay sy rung chuyén.
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DPau tién con yéu va xa, mot am thanh am i vang vang, nhw mot chiéc tau
Itva con @ cach hang dam.

“Chinh ga d6,” 6ng William n6i. “Chién binh Trt* Ta Henderson, tap hgp
tiéu doi roi di nhanh.”

“Pugc,” 6ng Rex dap, réi quay sang Charlie. “Chau ra khéi day di, ta noi
nghiém tic ddy. Charlie, hita véi ta di.”

“Chau htta.”

“Sao ta lai cam thay khong tin dwgc nhi?” 6ng lac dau, r6i chay dén cing
nhitng nguwdi 16n duwdi quyén chi huy cia minh.

Tiéng am 1 16n dan, ca khu vyc bat dau rung dong dit doi, cac thiét bi roi
xuong khoi ké, nhitng cai dén trén dau net dién roi tat ngum.

Charlie liéc nhin man hinh chinh, Slagguron gan nhw da & ngay trén dau
ho. “Minh nén di thoi,” n6 thé dai noi.

“May chac chit?” Theodore hoi.

Charlie gat dau.

“Theé thi phai nhanh 1én” Brooke hét. “Khong thi muon mat!”

Vay tay mot cai, Theodore mé cong dén Vong 1.

Am thanh tran ngdp ca thé gidi va, bat thinh linh, cin phong bén dudi
bon chiing n6 tung 1én manh dén noi hat ching vang qua canh cong ma vao
Am Ti, rét xudng mot déng ct ciing xanh xam.

Charlie quay lai diung lic thdy Slagguron tir virc tham tam t6i dwéi dat
vot 1én nhw mot con ca map trang khong 16. Ga Named gam vang mot tiéng
va khoét mot 10 to twdng xuyén sudt ca co sé dudi mat dat, cai co thé xam
xit béng nhay cua ga lwét qua nhw mot con tau ché hang.

“Oi troi...” Theodore thi thao.
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Sau do, trudc sy kinh hoang ctia moi nguwoi, nhanh chong theo chan
Slagguron la Barakkas, Verminion va mot 16 mot 16c quai vat chét chéc tw
Am Ti tda ra, ké bo ké chay.

“Pu ca bon ching r6i,” Brooke ha hoc mom. “Tat ca 1ii Named trén mat
dat.”

“Déng cong lai!” Charlie la 16n. “Dong lai kéo ching thay bon minh!”

Theodore vay tay déng sam cita lai. Ngay titc khic, Am Ti yén 4ng va
tinh mich. Khong ai nhic nhich cho dén khi cudi cung Brooke 16m c6m
ding 1én, phui sach bui cat.

“Gioi lam, Theo.”

Theodore dé mat. “Cam on. That ra thi cling chang c6 gi. Chi la m@&
nhanh mot canh céng nho nho théi ma.” N6 nhin vai, ro rang hai long vé
ban than minh, r6i quay sang Charlie. “Vay... khi nao bon minh quay lai?”

“Cai gi?” Brooke hét len. “Bon minh sé khong quay lai noi do, phai
khong? Da hita v6i thay Rex ro6i ma!”

“Té chi hita v6i chu dy la bon minh sé lanh di,” Charlie tra 10i. “Chit c6
noi la sé khong quay lai dau.”

“Cau la ai chit, chinh tri gia ha? Cau biét ho khong mu6n bon minh & dé
va vi 1y do t6t cho bon minh. Bon minh cé thé bi chét sach day!”

“Hodc bon minh cé thé cttu dwgc moi nguwdi,” Theodore bé lai. “Cau da
thay c6 bao nhiéu quai vat tran lén r6i ch gi. Tat thdy bon chiing day! Thé
day, v6i chiing, ddy 1a don cudi. Y chiing muén quét sach hoan toan chiing
ta - cA Hoc vién Ac mong c6 18 ciing khong con ton tai nita khi chiing quét
qua. Bon minh phdi lam nhitng diéu sitc minh lam dwoc, bat ké la cai gi.
Nao, Charlie, may ciing dong y vGi tao chi?”

Charlie can nhac, day qua la mot Iiva chon khong dé dang.
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Néu chuing tré lai chién dau, chac chan ching cé thé bi giét, khong nghi
ngo gi nita cd. Nhung day la mot cudc tan cong dugc an ca nga vé khong
ciia doi quan Am Ti nhdm vao Phan vién. Chiing phai 1am nhitng gi sitc
ching lam dugc, phai khong? Chung co6 ky nang - that sy la nhitng k¥ nang
cta ching kha t6t. Tai sao lai bo phi ch? Tuy nhién... n6 c6 ganh dugc
nhitng cai chét ctia ban bé do6 1én dau minh khong? Néu né lwa chon quay
lai chién dau, cac ban cta no sé theo no...

That sw d6 c6 phai la diéu né co thé lwa chon cho ban minh khong?

“Sao?” Brooke hoi.

“Bon tg sé quay lai,” Violet noi.

T4t ca quay sang Violet. Violet ndy gio im lang dén no6i Charlie khéng
con nhé co bé cling dang c6 mat.

“Cau chac chw, Violet?” Charlie héi.

Co bé gat dau. “Co Tabitha n6i ding. Chuyén nay sé khéng chi gidi han

¢ Phan vién ma thoi. Tran chién sé xdy ra trén mat dat, trong s& tha. S€ co
bon hoc tro & d6, nhitng em bé va bé me ctia ching. Ho can ta gitp.”

“Té khong hiéu,” Brooke phan doi. “Chi cach day mot chit xiu cdu con
néi thdy con nguwdi minh dang tréi di mat, rang ké chién binh trong cau
dang thang thé va cdu ghét diéu d6. Vay ma bay gio cau lai muon di danh
nhau sao?”

Violet nhin 1én di¥a con gai 16n tu6i hon minh vd&i anh mat ciing céi rat
m&i la, Charlie bang hoang vi sy manh liét trong 4nh mat ay.

“Té nhat dinh khong dé mot dita bé nao khac bi cuép khéi bé me

ching... hay bé me nao bi bat xa con ctia ho. T¢ sé khong dé cho diéu do
xdy ra lan nita.”

Lan nita? Charlie khéng hiéu Violet dang néi gi. RS la b6 me ctia n6 da
bi Verminion bat di, nhung c6 bé ddu c6 & d6 ma chitng kién. N6 khong
hiéu noi c6 ban minh dang ndi gian vé diéu gi.
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Trw phi...

“Cau dang no6i vé me cta cau a?” n6 khé hoi.
Violet khong tra 101, cudi cung gat dau that nhe.
“Cau noi bac da chét. Bac chét nhw thé nao?”

Mat Violet rung rung nhung c6 bé khong hé mat diém tinh. “Té bi ac
mong.”

T¢ bi ac mong .
Sttc ndng cta bon ti 4y dé ndng 1én tim Charlie va dot hién né cang hiéu

nhiéu hon vé ban minh. Me Violet khong chi chét... ba bi giét. Va khong chi
bi giét... ba da bi m6t con quai vat trong con &c mong cuia Violet giét chét.

Cdam gidc toi loi hdn rdt khung khiép, Charlie nghi tham. D6 khong phai
1a 16i cta Violet, c6 bé chi la mot dia tré con, va khong thé lam dugc gi dé
kiém soat hay ngan ngtta viéc d6. Tuy nhién... né biét néu viéc d6 xdy ra
v6i minh, thi chac chan né cling khé ma tiép tuc séng yén 6n dugc.

“Té sé quay lai chién ddu,” Violet néi. “TG sé quay lai gitip nhitng gia
dinh do6. Cac cau c6 thé cung di vdi td, hoac & lai day, nhung té can cac cau
mé& cong gium. Cac cau lam diéu do6 gium t& dugc khong?”

“Chac chan ro6i,” Charlie dap. “Pwong nhién. Va t& sé cung di véi cau.

That ra day la ltc di thanh toan it ng nan dé ma.”

Theodore cudi toe. “Dén lic di thanh todn no nan roi! Pung thé! Day
chinh la cach ta hanh dong, cung a! Yeee-hah !”
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CHUONG MUOI SAU - TRA NO
TROT VAY

S& thu San Diego da bién thanh tran dia. Diéu dau tién Charlie dé y khi
bwdc qua cong la am thanh - m6t hgp am chéi tai cia nhitng ti€ng gam r,
tiéng la hét, cung tiéng kim loai nghién kin kit cia nhitng c6 may nang né.
Quan doi Hoa Ky da bat dau tién dén; xe tang lan banh qua dong Séng Ho
va Ritng Gau Mit troi ' trong khi mdy bay chién ddu gam rit & trén cao.

Tat ca chang an thua gi.

Pting nhv Rex duw doan, bon qudi vat cia Am Ti xé tan doi quan nhu thé
ho chwa heé ton tai...

Barakkas, con thinh no da xanh ron, cao bang toa nha muoi tang, co bap
cuon cudn, dung cai tay con lai cia minh chdp 1ay nhitng chiéc xe boc thép
va ném ching dé dang nhw ném d6 choi vao nhitng toan quan dang tién tdi,
hat ho nga 1an chiéng nhw nhitng chai bowling.

Trong khi d6, Slagguron, tir dwdi dat vot 1én vGi sitc manh liét cua dat cat
va kim loai, phoi by canh hoang tan ctia Phan vién Ac mong ngay bén
dwdi. R6i nhw mot con ca voi quay minh, ga roi phich trd lai mat dat, dung
trong lwong khiép dam de bep moi thit phia dudi minh triwéc khi bién mat
trd lai xuong duwdi mat dat, va lap lai quy trinh pha hay.

Con Verminion - to dé phai bang khu phat béng chay - 16m ngém bo trén
cac cap chan giong chan loai cua trong khi hang tram qua tén Itta n6 dung
doang vo hai trén chiéc mai day cta ga. Chiéc cang to twéng doc nhat cia
gd xé vao nhitng chién liy dyng v6i vang nhu xé vao miéng bo mém.

Va do la chi mdi n6i dén bon Named ma thoi.

Li quai vat Hang 5 dang nhanh chéng 4p ddo nhitng toan quan chién dau
trong vo vong trén mat dat bang cac ham rang nhon ctung nhitng chiéc cang
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chét nguwoi. Nhitng con hong hac manh khanh, nhitng con hwou c6 dai
ngoang va nhitng con linh dwong nhdy nhot tim tum lai thanh mot hinh
dang siéu thue, thoat khéi nhitng khu chuong vira bi pha huy va chay quang
quang ngang qua nhitng con qudi vat Am Ti dang tan cong; trong khi d6, &
trén khong, nhitng con Doi Am Ti lao xuéng nhitng chiéc phan lyc chién
dau, chop ldy ching va ném xudng madt dat cho ndé tung thanh nhitng qua
cau Itta to 16n. Nhitng con tha ho méo trong khu chuéng cop va su t&
nghénh chién v6i mdt bay Ca khéu Am Ti va nhanh chéng bi xé thanh
nhiéu manh - hoan toan thdy ro ai mdi la Chua té ritng xanh & noi day.

Vi Charlie, tat ca chuyén nay hinh nhw khong c6 chut gi l1a that ca.

Trwdc ngay hém nay, no chi thay nhitng con quai vat xau xa kia gam gao
trong cai bao la cua nhitng hang 6 néng giay, hay lang thang qua nhitng
Vong ctia Am Ti - nhung khong bao gid nhw thé nay: & day, ngoai troi, dudi
anh nang ban ngay, gitta nhitng con nguwoi binh thwong... hay it nhat la
nhitng nhan vién chwa kip so tan ctia Phan vién Ac mong.

“Khong!” Brooke bat ngd hét 1én lam Charlie giat minh thoat ra khoi
trang thai sitng so.

N6 quay sang thi thdy mot nhém hoc sinh 16p ba dang vira kéu thét vira
chay toan loan khi bong ctia mot chiéc xe tang bi Barakkas ném pha xuéng
ching. Ngay trwdc khi chiéc xe roi tring nhom hoc sinh, mot canh cong 16n
bat mé& ra trén dau bon tré, cho chiéc xe tang roi qua va dam sam v6 hai
xudng Am Ti.

Charlie quay lai va nhan ra chinh Tabitha d@ m& cong. C6 lam rat nhanh
va quyét liét, mdi vira déng canh cong do lai thi da ngay lap tirc m@ ra mot
cong méi dé bao vé nhitng cong nhan trong s& thu khoi mot con Dangeroo
dang nhay chom lén.

“Hup xuéng!” Violet hét lén.

Charlie vira hyp xuéng thi Violet da ném riu vé phia n6 - lwGi riu bay sat
dau dén noi xén mat ctia né mot mad téc. N6 ngodi lai, mén vii khi gid dang
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gam vao mot con Ludi Bac - con quai vat doc dit toan st dung cai dudi
gidng bo cap ctia n6 dé xuyén qua mét ba me vira quang ngwoi che chd dia
con gai nho ctia minh.

“Khiép that day!” Charlie la 16n nhung Violet da phong qua ma khong tra
107.

Co0 bé giat manh IuwGi riu khoi con Lwdi Bac da chét, r6i danh nhau dir d6i
véi mot mu Hag véi vé lanh lung diém tinh c6 vé ky quai d6i vGi Charlie,
ay la néu nhu n6 khong nhan thay trong nguwdi minh cling xay ra diéu y nhw
vay - do la sy lanh nhat luén xam chiém con ngwdi né khi ky nang Trir Ta
cda no troi 1én.

Charlie nhay vao ho trg Violet, va chgt ruing minh khi thady doi quan tinh
nhué nhitng Phap suv Khai céng cung Chién binh Trir Ta dang chién dau
chung quanh. Ho mua vii khi va mé cong mét cach khéo 1éo dén kinh ngac,
khién cho nhitng ngudi linh trong quan doi chinh quy tréng ra cham chap
vO cung.

“Can than!” Charlie hét 1én v&i Theodore. Thang nhoc Phap sw Khai
cong tré tudi - vira méi mé ra mot céng ngay trede mit mot con Doi Am Ti,
day cho con quai vat bay vao Vong thit Nhat, ddm sam vao mot mom da 16i
- xoay nguoi lai thi thdy mot bay quai vat Phun A-xit dang lao dén sau lung.
N6 m& cong & phia dudi lam chiing té nhao vao béng t6i cia Am Ti.

“Cam on da bao cho tao!”

“Khoéng cé gi!”

Charlie quay lai va vung kiém tan cong mdt con Ca khéu Am Ti dang
bang bang vé phia mot nhan vién bdo vé sé& thi. Con quai nga xuéng dudi
lwGi kiém ctia Charlie va trong mot khoanh khac huy hoang ngat ngdy, né

nghi, chting ta lam duwoc, chiing ta c6 thé thdng duwoc trdn nay!

Thé ro6i thye té phii phang mé ra.
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Ong Rex da bao véi n6 ring Chién binh Trir Ta can c6 long can dam méi
thwe hién dwgc nhiém vy, cé nghia la hoan canh cang gay go thi Chién binh
Trir Ta cang manh mé hon khi dwong dau véi chung. Nhwng phai chang van
c6 nhitng thoi diém khi ma sy nguy bién la vo phuwong doi ph6? Cho du moi
nguwoi chung quanh déu dang chién dau diing cam va quat cwong nhung
Charlie biét r5 phe minh dang bi bon quai vat Hang 5 ctia Am Ti ap dao
quan s0, va tinh ludn ca 1i Named nita thi rd rang day la mot tran danh tw
thua chi thua.

Nguoi nguwoi dang chét - quan linh, Chién binh Trir Ta, Phap sw Khai
cong, va ca mot s6 dan thwong von dang c6 huwdng mot ngay binh yén & s@
tha. Chang c6 gi vui vé & tran danh nay, chi c6 noi sg hai va sy huy diét.
Charlie liéc sang 6ng Rex va Tabitha dang do6i dau véi Barakkas - Tabitha
cd dung mot canh cong dé hat nga con quai vat dénh dang, trong khi Rex
vung thanh kiém ngan dam vao ga - nhung Barakkas ra tay qua le lang va
hai ngwdi nhanh chéng bi hat vang ra nhw nhitng con buip bé rach buom, 16n
vong trong khong trung réi nga xuéng khu Puwdi woi Nhiét doi.

“Hai nguoi khong sao ch?” Charlie thét 1én.

“U!” Rex gao len dap lai. “Bon ta khong sao! Quéen bon ta di, chu y
vao!”
“Vang!”

Va dung lic do, Barakkas ciing trong thay Charlie. Con quai vat dénh
dang cwoi khung khuc.

“O kia, ching phéi ban cii Charlie Benjamin ctia ta kia sao!” Vira néi gi
vlra siét m@ méng vubt sac nhu dao quanh mot chiéc xe tang va bop nat,
chang ton chiat cong strc. “Nguoi nghi sao, nhoc con? Nguwoi khong ngac
nhién a? Nguwoi khong kinh ngac khi thdy bon ta dang c6 man biéu dién
vinh quang tron ven dén thé sao?” D6i méng guoc to 16n phat tia Itva khi ga
sai budc qua nén da cta chuong ca sau.
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“Ciing... kha ngac nhién,” Charlie vira danh bat mot con Thd nhdy Am Ti
vira dap. “Ta khong ngd la ngwoi van con song.”

Barakkas lai cuoi - trang cuoi to, dai va khong c6 chit nao vui vé. “Ciling
suyt day - ta phai cho ngwoi biét thé. Tro ltra ddo cua nguoi cach day nhiéu
thang suyt chit nita da lam cho Verminion, va ca ta nita, mat mang, nhung
hién tai bon ta déu dang & day, manh mé va nguy hiém chét ngudi nhu ty
bao gi®, san sang két liéu tinh bao nguwgc dang thwong ctia ngwoi! Ta danh
cudc la bay gio ngwoi dang wdc ao phai chi hoi dé it nhap bon véi chiing ta
hd, Charlie Benjamin, thay vi xti bon ta doi dich v&i nhau, phdi thé khong?
Néu nguoi nhap bon thi day da la thoi khac thang 1gi chi chang phai 1a thoi
khac tr vong ctia nguoi!”

Bat thinh linh Barakkas gam 1én nhw sdm. Ga vung ban tay manh mé con
lai, vét 1dy mot con voi dang chay tron réi ném con vat kinh hodng vao mot
chiéc tryc thang véi do chinh xac khién ngwoi ta phai giat minh.

MGt tiéng no dinh tai.

“P06 ruoi bu!” ga rong lén.

Phdi lam gi bay gio, Charlie nghi tham. Phdi lam sao dé chdn bon chiing
lai?

Va n6 nhin thdy Pinch.

Thang bé d6 ( nguoi dan 6ng doé chi, sao Charlie khong thé nhé dugc
diéu nay nhi?) ditng cach né khoang hai muoi thwdc, mat tring tritng nhin
Verminion dang giay xéo mot trung doi linh. Trong con hon loan Charlie da
quén mat ong.

“Verminion!” 6ng Pinch thét 1én. “Nhin ta day nay, do hén!”
Con quai thu to 16n dirng lai va cham cham quay vé phia 6ng.

“Nguoi noi gi, thang nhoc?”
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“Tao da doi diéu nay tir 1au lam ro6i,” ong Pinch dap, than nhién di vé
phia tén Named nguy hiém chét nguoi. “May giét cha me tao, gio thi tao
giét may.”

Oi troi, Charlie nghi. Ong Pinch dinh 1am gi vay? L&y lai dugc Kha ning
lam 6ng mu mj r6i hay sao?

“Edward?” Verminion to mo nhin con nguoi nho bé tredc mat, mon Tao
tdc Am Ti 1ap 1anh 4nh den tuyén quanh cai c6 c6 vay cta gi. “Nguoi co
that 1a Edward Pinch ?”

Ong Pinch gat dau. “Ngac nhién ha? Tao van manh mé nhw truéc kia.”

“0, phai, hoi 4y ngwoi kha manh that.” Nhitng nguoi linh van dang tiép
tuc cudc tan céng vo vong vao 16p vé cua Verminion, tham chi ga chang
buoén dé y. “Nhung cling c6 citu dwgc cha me ctia nguwoi dau... hay thi tran
ctia ngwoi... hay Kha nang cta nguoi, chang phai thé sao?”

Charlie da quén mat con quai vat nay hung ac biét dwong nao, nhung 6ng
Pinch chang cé vé gi quan tam ca.

“Du trong thi khong thay, nhung gio tao da gia dan hon,” 6ng néi. “Gia
dan va sang su6t hon.”

“Sw sang suot khong phai lic nao ciing di d6i vdi tudi tac dau, Edward a.
Dboi khi... chi cé tudi gia la di cung tudi tdc ma thoi.”

“May nén nghién citu nghé viét chdm ngén banh ngot di “-. C6 vé may
c6 kha nang day.”

“Nguoi cling da ting c6 day théi... cho t6i khi bi 1ay mat.”

Ong Pinch quic mét nhin Verminion cim han. “Khéng thé ké hét cho
may biét da bao nhiéu lan tao da mo giét may.”

“That vay sao? La nhi. Ta thi lai chang hé nghi gi t&i nguoi nita ca, ké tw
cai héi nguoi ngu xuan dwa ta 1én thé gidi nay.”

“May mdi la ké sap bién thanh ngu xuan.”
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“Nguoi nghi vay sao? Thit xem.”

Verminion gam 1én mot tiéng dit doi roi lao vao Pinch véi téc do kinh
hoang. Ga giong nhu chiéc tau chd hang, nghién nat moi thit va moi nguoi
trén duwong di. Cai cang khong 16 bap vao nhau chan chat va cai mao xwong
xau to 16n trén dau Verminion cang ra hét c¢d khi ga rwén nguwoi vuon cai
miéng ban thiu xudng that gan con ngwoi loat choat khoac lac, chuwéng tai
gai mat tredc mat ga.

Ong Pinch git* nguyén vi tri.

Chi m6t khoang khac trede khi Verminion vao ding tam dé tan cong thi
ong Pinch m& mot canh céng vira van bang cai dau cua con quai vat.
Verminion khong du thoi gian rut lai, cai dau dang vueon dai ra cua ga chui
tot qua, va ong Pinch - tinh toan thoi diém vo cung hoan hdo - dong sap
cong lai, chat dit dau ga trong nhdy mat. Co thé nhu cai dia ctia con quai
vat khong 16 roi phich xuéng nhw mot chiéc may bay phéan lwc bi ban ha,
cay xén mat cé thanh nhitng mang xanh khong 16, trong khi chat dich tir co
ctia ga ban Ién thanh tia.

Truwdc sy bang hoang tot do ctia moi nguwoi c6 mat ¢ dd, Verminion, mot
trong bén Chia Named ctia Am Ti, da chét.

[l]'Nguyén goc: Tiger River and Sun Bear Forest.

[Z]‘Nguyén goc: fortune cookie writing. Fortune cookie la loai banh
thwong lam ti bot, dwong, vani va dau, bén trong banh thwong c6 mot mau
gidy c6 viét mot cdu cham ngdén hay mét cau du bao twong lai.
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CHUONG MUOI BAY - KE HOACH
CUA INCH

Barakkas tritng tri'ng nhin cai xac khong dau ctia Verminion r6i gam lén,
“Nguoi da lam gi? NGUOI PA LAM GI, THANG NGUOI NHO BE
KIA?”

Ong Pinch loang choang théi lui, 6ng hoang so thdy rd khi gd Chua
Named lao vé phia minh, nhithg méng guoc to twéng ban lira ra nhu mwa
rao.

Charlie ngac nhién vi sy twong phan giita thai do quat cuwong cua ong
Pinch trudc Verminion vd@i noi khiép sg thdy ro ctia ong truedc mat
Barakkas. N6 di dén két luan rang khac biét 16n d6 chinh la do moi thu
thuan tuy mang tinh cd nhan cia 6ng Pinch do6i véi Verminion - Verminion
da giét cha me 6ng, va la nguyén nhan tryec ti€p va quan trong nhat dan dén
viéc ong bi Rut Kha nang.

Barakkas vtra tién tdi vira gao thét, “Sé khong con gi song sét dugc sau

"J

tran bao thu cua ta

Bat ngo, Slagguron tir dwdi dat vot Ién tredc mat ga, chan ding con quai
vat nay bang than hinh khong 16 ctia minh.

“DUNG LAI!”

“ Tranh sang mot bén di, Slagguron.” Barakkas 16n tiéng. “ Chung da
giét Verminion. Chuing phai tra gia.”

“ Khong. Bi ngay thoi. Ching ta da hoan thanh mot trong bén muc tiéu.”

Muc tiéu gi vdy nhi? Charlie tu hoi,

Con qudi vat da xanh liéc 1én nhitng chi€c may bay tryc thang san tin
dang quan ddo quanh ga, quay phim cai canh twgng kho tin nay. Ga gam
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rong véi ching, mat dé ngau long 1én song soc - quéa la mdt canh tuwgng
rung ron.

Thi ra la thé! Charlie bat chgt hiéu ra. B6 la muc tiéu ctia bon chiing - sy
so hdi . Bang cach xuat dau 16 dién nhw thé nay, nhan loai khap toan cau cé
thé tan mat thdy canh minh dang phai chia sé thé gidi v6i nhitng sinh vat
khung khiép dén thé nao. Dém nay ho sé c6 that nhiéu a&c mong.

Va nhitng con 4c mong d6 sé mé ra nhiéu canh céng, mang theo nhiéu
quai vat.

Barakkas liéc nhin thi thé bat dong ctia Verminion ro6i noi, “ C6 thé ta da
hoan thanh mot trong nhitng y d6 cta budi xudt quan, nhung véi gia dat
qud, khung khiép qua! Thé nay thi coi nhw thua r6i.”

“ Khong,” Slagguron dap. “ Van con hy vong.”
Hy vong v? Charlie ty hoi. Hy vong cdi gi chir?

“Pi theo ta,” Slagguron néi. “ L ngwoi khon nan nay chang la gi doi véi
bon ta. Bon ta phai tiép tuc lam theo ké hoach thoi.”

Ga nhdy lén khong r6i nhao dau xuong mat dat, dé lai phia sau mot
dwong ham khong 16 hun hit. Barakkas quét mat nhin nhitng Phap su Khai
cong va Chién binh Trir Ta dang ditng don cuc kiét qué va dam mau trong
khung canh hoang tan do6 nat cta s@ thu.

“Chuyén nay chwa két thic dau!” Gd gam lén. “CHANG BAO LAU
NUA CHUNG TA SE QUAY LAI, VAO BAN BEM, BE XE TOAC THE
GIOI CUA CAC NGUOI RA!”

Con quai vat to 16n giat 1dy mén Tao tdc Am Ti khoi cai c6 ditt lia cia
Verminion, va véi toc do khing khiép, ga lao vao dwong ham, bam theo sau
Slagguron, dé r6i bién mat vao bong t6i. Nhitng con quai vat con lai luc tuc
theo sau.

Ciing nhanh nhw lic ching xudt hién, doan quan Am Ti thoang céi da
bién mat.
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“Khong thé tin dugc, Pinch a,” 6ng Rex noi, pha tan sy im lang. “Nguoi
giét chét Verminion that r6i.”

“Chinh tay ta giét, phai thé khong?” 6ng Pinch n6i, mét nu cudi né ra
trén nét mat tré con.

Nhitng Phap suv Khai cong va Chién binh Trir Ta con song sét - du kiét
sttc va nhiéu ké bi thwong - dong thanh hoan hé. Ho reo vang “Pinch!
Pinch! Pinch!” va ai d6 nhiac bong 6ng 1én khong trung. Chang may choc,
ong dugc chuyén tir ngwoi nay sang ngudi khac theo mét lan séng ngoi ca
day han hoan.

Ong Pinch chwra bao gi vui hon thé... va Charlie ciing vui gitim cho dng.

Sau ca mot doi bi co 1ap va khinh khi, gio day ong la nguwdi hung cuta
Phan vién Ac mong. Charlie tham nghi: Hdn dé phdi la mot cdm gidc
chodng ngop ldm, ttr ché thap kém tién lén mot tam cao nhw thé co ma.

Ngay ca ong Rex, nguwdi luon 16n tiéng chi trich Pinch, cling da té ra
cong bang vdi thang bé ( 6ng chit nhi, Charlie chinh lai trong dau, 6ng,
ONG PINCH! ). Du6i béng céi xac dang lanh di ctia Verminion, éng Pinch
dwgc nang 1én cao tit, duge tén sung nhw mot tay diing si diét rong thoi xa
Xura vay.

Tét. Thdt tot cho éng Pinch, Charlie nghi. Ong dy xitng ddng duoc nhw
thé.

Charlie thdy chi c6 mdt nguoi tdé vé khong hai long khi thdy ong Pinch
dwoc ca ngoi t6i tdp. Gidm doc cta Phan vién Ac mong lanh lung ding
nhin nguwoi anh hung maéi n6i dwgce chuyén tir tay nguwdi nay sang nguoi
khac.

“Hd&i cac Chién binh Trr Ta!” Drake cat to giong ron rang cat ngang bita
tiéc mung. “Hdi cac Phap s Khai cong!”

Lan luwgt titng ngwdi maot, bon ngwdi 16n dwdi quyén lao im tiéng.
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“Trong khi hoan toan thich dang dé cdm on 6ng Edward Pinch day da tan
tam phuc vu Phan vién...”

Phuc vu Phan vién, Charlie tham nghi, dung la mét cdch ndi chéi tai.
Phuc vu Phan vién c6 nghia la phuc vu Gidm doc .

“... chung ta van phai nhé rang day chwa phai la ldc dé an mirng. Nhiéu
chién hitu cua ching ta da ngd xudng trong ngay tam toi nay. Thé gidi gio
day da khac vdi khi ta thitc ddy sang nay. Ching ta chwa chién thang. Thé
nén xin hay dat thang lgi nhé nhoi cia ching ta vao ding quy mo cta né.”

Mot khong khi tram lang bao trum dam nguwdi. Tay Phap sw Khai cong
dang do Pinch le lang dat 6ng xuong.

“Thwa Giam doc,” 6ng Pinch phui thang do quan r6i 1én tiéng dap tra.
“To6i hoan toan nhat tri v&i ong. Pay chi la mot thang Igi nhé nhoi thoi.
Chung ta khong nén qua théa man véi né. Chi c6 thang lgi hodan toan méi
la muc tiéu cua chang ta...”

Charlie cam thay la lung ngan ngo khi nghe 16i néi dinh dac phat ra tur
cai than minh bé nho chi tdm tam tudi no.

Ong Pinch quay sang ddam déng, “Va viéc d6 sé& ndm trong tim tay ta vao
cu6i ngay hom nay!”

“Cai gi?” giam doc Drake thang thot noi. “Sao ngwoi dam tuyén bo diéu
hoang dwong nhw thé?”

“Ta c6 mot ké hoach,” 6ng Pinch tiép tuc. “Néu theo d6 ma thi hanh thi
nhitng g Named con lai, cling nhw bon quai vat Am Ti dwéi quyén cia
ching dang c6 mat trén Mat dat sé chét trwde lic mat troi lan.”

Quay trd lai dong do6 nat ma mdi day con la Dinh Cao uy ctia Phan vién
Ac mong, nhitng Chién binh Trir Ta va Phap sv Khai céng tron mét kinh
ngac trong khi 6ng Pinch trinh bay chién lwgc tan diét bon quai vat Named.
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“... v0i Ké Gac buong vé phe minh, chiing ta sé mé& cong vao hang 6 méi
ctia bon chuing trong ddy Himalaya. Nhitng con quai vat Am Ti sé tuyét doi
khong tai nao ty vé dugc - hao quang cua Ké Gac PBuong sé da thuong
ching - va r6i ching ta c6 thé xt¥ ly bon quai vat tan doc d6 ma hoan toan
khong gap nguy hiém.”

Mot thodng yén lang tr6i qua trong khi moi nguwdi can nhac ké hoach Ay.
Cudi cung, 6ng Rex huyt sdo khen nggi. “Pinch a, phéi néi rang day co6 thé
la chuyén tdo bao nhat ta titng nghe thay day.”

“Ta thay ké hoach nay rat hay,” Tabitha n6i. “Duwa Ké Gac Pudng 1én mat
dat, st dung y lam vii khi - chuyén ro6 rang mwoi mwoi nhw thé ma truwde
day c6 ai trong chiing ta nghi ra bao gio dau. That khong thé nao tin dugc.”

Ng6i trén chiéc ghé cao ngay trwdc Ban Cao 1y, giam déc Drake 1én
tiéng, “Co chit. Ta da tirng nghi dén chuyén do roi chit. Nhung ta da dep bé
vi c6 qua nhiéu rui ro trong do.”

“E la ta khong hé thay rui ro,” 6ng Pinch tién lai phia lao, bat bé. “bé la
mot nwdc di tdo bao ding vao thoi diém doi hoi phai tdo bao.”

“Cai ma nguoi goi la "tdo bao’, ta cho dé chi la ’dai dot liéu linh’. Du
rang dung la ching ta da biét vi tri hang 6 md&i cua bon Named, nhung...”

“Nho c6 Theodore Dagget...” dng Pinch ngat ngang 16i gidam doc va tang
cho thang bé nha Dagget mot cai gat dau tan dwong. Charlie qua doi kinh
ngac - c6 1é day la lan dau tién 6ng Pinch md miéng khen ké khac.

“Pung,” gidam doc ti€p tuc, “nhd on cau tré tudi Dagget ma gio day
ching ta da biét duwgc hang 6 méi cia ching - nhung dua Ké Gac buong ra
khéi Am Ti va mang y dén hang 6 d6 thi qua 1a mot viéc chat chita vo van
nguy hiém.”

“ Piing d6, rat nguy cho bon quéi vat Am Ti,” 6ng Rex néi. Pam ngudi
16n quanh 6ng thich thd cudi 6 1én.
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Giam doc sa sam mat va Charlie tw héi liéu mua thu chudc oan v6i mot
nguoi nhw 13o ta cé phai 1a mét y hay chang - 1ao hién dang c6 vé rat cau.

“Hao quang cta Ké Gac Puong c6 da thuwong dwgc bon Named cung
nhitng quai vat khac trong hang 6 cta ching, dé ching ta dé dang tiéu diét
ching khong?” Giam doc hoéi. “Pung la thé that day. Tuy nhién, diéu do chi
c6 thé xdy ra néu y van con song sét dugc cho du bi qua nhiéu con nguaoi
vay boc chung quanh. Pay la diéu ta khong ddm bao dam. Nguoi cling quén
mot diéu la dwa Ké Gac Buong ra khoi Anomaly thi cai ctra ngd réng 16n
dé6 sé khong con dugc bdo vé, va Tyrannus chac chan sé nhan co hdi nay ma
chui qua dé dé 1én mat dat.”

“Ta khong hé quén chuyén d6,” 6ng Pinch trd 10i. ”Pon gidn ching ta
cling sé giét ga khi ga vao tdi hang 6 d6. Chac chan bat cit ké thiéu dau 6c
nao ciling c6 thé hinh dung ra viéc nay.”

“Pinch, c6 thé ta khong cé duwgc Kha nang nhv nguwoi, nhung diéu dé
khong c6 nghia la ta ’thiéu dau 6c’. Ngwoi cho rang ta nén di doi Ké Gac
Buong v6i hy vong c6 thé sit dung quyén lyc cta y dé tiéu diét nhitng con
qudi vat ¢ day hién c6 trén mat dat, nhung diéu duy nhat ching ta biét chac
chan 1a 1am nhu thé sé tao co hdi cho Tyrannus thoat khéi Am Ti.”

“Pung, vay thi sao nao? Verminion da chét. By gio bon Named khong
thé triéu tdp Ké Thit Nam dugc, nén ching ta sé khong c6 cai hiém hoa do.
Thanh qua so ra sé 16n hon rti ro nhiéu.”

“Khong, ta phan do6i,” giam doc Drake dap. “Ching ta dwa Ké Gac
buong vao tinh thé nguy hiém va phong thich tén Named cu6i cung vdi hy
vong mong manh rang, chi bang mot cudc dot kich, ching ta cé thé tan diét
bon ching. Biéu dé vira ngu xuan lai vira nguy hiém va ta nhat dinh khong
thé tan thanh dwoc.”

Ong William tién vé phia trdc, thanh kiém phai hai tay méi nang néi
ctia 6ng anh 1én ngay ca trong anh sang tu mu noi khung canh do6 nat cta
Dinh Cao uy. “Ta dong y vGi Giam doc.”
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“Lai thém mot tay thoc gay banh xe nita r6i,” 6ng Rex lam bam.

Ong William phdy tay vé phia ng Pinch. “Ta khong thé dé cho thing...
a... ga nay du hodc, chi vi han méi c6 mot khoanh khac chéi sang ngan ngui
dwdi anh mat troi.”

“Nhin ta day,” ong Rex ding len. “R0 rang la ta chwa khi nao khoai
Pinch. Nhung khi nguwdi ta ding thi phai chap nhan la ding va céng bang
v6i ngwoi ta chiv. Hién bay gio Slagguron va Barakkas dang ban loan sau
cai chét ctia Verminion, nhung diéu d6 sé khong kéo dai mai dau. Gio la
thoi diém dé tdn cong. V6i Ké Gac buong di tién phong, viéc don ha 1ii xau
xa do cling sé giong nhw dam ca trong thung. Hom nay ching ta da thay
dwgc bon quai vat do sé lam gi khi ching héi phuc, thé nén khéng dugc
phép cho ching hoi phuc.”

R0i 6ng quay sang dam dong dang tu tap, “Ai tng ho ta chuyén nay?”
“Cé ta,” Tabitha ding len.

“Em cling vay,” Charlie cling dirng léen.

“Ta hay lam chuyén nay ngay thoi,” Violet cling ditng 1én tiép 10i.

Lan lwgt ti'ng ngwdi mot, moi phap su cung chién binh trong Dinh déu
diéng 1én ung ho Pinch cung ké hoach cua 6ng. Gidm doc va 6ng William
trao nhau anh mat lo au u am.

Dot nhien Charlie tinh ngo.

Ldo khong mudn giét hét bon chiing , n6 bang hoang nhan ra diéu dé.
biéu duy nhat Drake quan tdm la duy tri quyén lyc, va néu nhu tit ca bon
Named cing thudc ha tay sai cia chting chét hét thi Phan vién Ac mong sé
bi giai tan. Khéng con hiém hoa ludn ludn tic trye trede mat, 1do Drake sé
mat hét quyén hanh. Va té hon nita, 6ng Pinch sé la ngwoi anh huing chinh
phuc - chi khéng phéi Giam déc.

Giam doc Drake giwong mat ngé gian phong 16 nhé nhitng Phap su Khai
cong cung Chién binh Tri Ta da quay lai chong lao.
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“Thoi thi c thé,” cudi cung lao noéi. “Ta sé chuan thuadn s ménh nay,
nhung cac nguwoi nén biét mot diéu - ta ludn tin rang nhitng tén De Doa Kép
la v6 cung nguy hiém, do d6 khong nén cho chiing nam toan bd quyén
hanh. Viéc hién tai tat cd cac nguoi déu dang mu quang di theo mot ké trong
bon chiing la thém mdt bang chitng cho thay ta da dung. Ta tin rang nuwéc di
liéu linh nay sé that bai, va khi that bai, cac nguoi sé thdy Pinch va nhitng
ten De Doa Kép khac phai ganh chiu hoan toan trach nhiém.”

“Xin tiép thu,” 6ng Pinch dap 16i. Roi 6ng quay sang dam dong. “Trong
khi sap dat chuan bi tran nay, ai xung phong nhan ho tong Ké Gac buong tw
Am Ti lén day?”

“Em xin nhan,” Charlie diém tinh n6i. “Em da cé chit kinh nghiém v&i
y.’,

“ Tat cd bon em déu xin nhan.”

Violet néi thém va ra dau cho ca Brooke lan Theodore dang ditng bén
canh. Ca hai gat dau.

“Ca bon dita ching em sé di dwa Ké Gac buong vé day.”
“Xuat sac. Lam ngay di,” Pinch dap.
“D6 la mot ké hoach rat dang Iwu tdm,” hiéu tredng 1én tiéng.

Ké Gac Puong ngbi canh ba, trong khoé manh va tran tré sinh lyc. That
vay, noi lwc y hung hau dén noi Charlie 1dy lam kinh ngac khi thdy chuyén
trd lai Nghia trang TGB qua dé dang - hao quang bao vé ctia Ké Gac buong
da veon xa hon ca trwede kia. Gio ddy quanh nghia trang van con mot khu
vire rat hep c6 thé mé cong duge, nhung khong hé c6 mot con quai vat Am
Ti nao héo lanh téi.

“Ta rat vui duogc gap lai cac nguwoi,” Ké Gac Puong thi tham.

Charlie vui swéng khi nghe tiéng kho khe hap héi trong giong néi cia
sinh vat ay da bién mat - y van ndi v6i giong nho nhé, nhung c6 sitc manh.
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“Ta rat nhd tat ca cac nguoi. Cac ngwoi 6m ta chit? Ta rat mudn dugc 6m
vao long.”

Strc hut cua Ké Gac Puong gid con manh hon nita vi da phuc hoi dwoc
ndi lwc, nén Charlie phdi c6 tap trung hét sitc dé khoi cham dén y. N6 liéc
mat ng6 quanh, thdy nhitng ngudi khac cling dang c¢6 kim ché nhu thé.

“Gio day cac c6 cau da thay kho cudng lai chuyén dung cham Ké Gac
Buong lam roi phai khong?” hiéu trwedng néi. “Dua y vao gitta mot dam
dong con ngudi la mot dé xuat cuye ky nguy hiém.”

“Giam doc cting ndi thé day a,” Charlie dap

“Thé w? Vay la ong ta cling ding dwoc mot lan.”

Ba ding lén va cat budc di quanh chiéc tau chién dung lam nha ctia Ké
Gac Buong, tham suy tinh.

“R0i khoi noi day roi dwa y di cung la chuyén mang kha nhiéu rai ro,” ba
néi. “Mat khac, chi cach day may tiéng dong ho, ta da dwa tra hai dira bé vé
v6i gia dinh trén mat dat - cudc tdn cong hung bao sang hom nay da khién
ching gap phdi nhitng con 4c méng khung khiép nhat. Chac cac c6 cau
ciing doan ra 1a ching da bi bon quéi vat Am Ti bét céc dwa dén day véi hy
vong chung sé giét Ké Gac buong.”

Ba lac dau buon ba, “Hién chang c6 noi nao thyc si an toan cho y cd.”

“Vay c6 dong y la ching ta nén dwa y dén hang 6 cia bon Named phai
khong a?” Violet hai.

Hiéu trwdng thd dai, “Tri ta néi ‘dong y’... nhung tim ta lai n6i ‘khéng’.”

Charlie cling cdm thay y hét nhw thé, nhwng moi khi n6 vang 161 trai tim -
vi du cttu mot dita bé thoat khéi Am Ti dé roi né héa thanh Slagguron - thi
chi t6 dan dén tai hoa. Lan nay n6 quyét di theo con dwong ly tri.

“Loi ich tiém tang thi to tat,” hiéu trudng tiép tuc, “nhung dwa Ké Gac
Puong 1én mit dat va tha cho Tyrannus thoat khéi Am Ti 1a mot nguy co vo
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cung 16n. Ta chi chwa biét...”
Charlie nhe nhang cat ngang, “Thuwa, thay Pinch c6 vé rat chac chan...”
“That vay sao cau Benjamin?”

Hiéu trwéng mim cwoi thau hiéu va Charlie 1ap titc thdy minh ding la
dita ngu xuan vung vé khi dam toan tinh diéu khién ngwdi phu nit thong thai
nay.

“May tiéng dong ho qua van s6 cda Pinch da thay déi kha ngoan muc
phai khong?

“Pung day a,” Theodore néi. “Co khong tin n6i chuyén xdy ra ¢ do thé
nao dau - thay Pinch giong nhw mot nguwdi hung ay. Dién déo ludn, c6 tin
em di.”

“0, ta tin chit. C6 diéu khéng may 1a tréo cao thi ngd sé dau. D6 1a méi
nguy hiém cuda thanh céng, va do la ly do vi sao, dé bao vé thanh cong do,
da phan nguwoi ta sé lam moi cach, ké ca nhitng cach vo cung ban thiu.”

Charlie tham nghi, giéng nhw Gidm doc . Nhung n6 khong noi ra suy
nghi cta minh.

“Thé thi...” Brooke hdi, “si viéc sé thé nao thwa hiéu truédng? Co nén dua
y di khong a?”

Hiéu trwdng tram ngam can nhac, réi ba quay sang Ké Gac Duong,
“Nguoi nghi sao hd Hank? Nguwoi muon di khong?”

“O day ta c6 don qua,” Ké Gac Puong mim cudi. “Ta muén tim vai
nguoi lam ban.”

Va thé la chuyén da quyét dinh xong.
“PO LUA DAO!

Tyrannus rit 1én. Ga bay cao tit trén dau Charlie - n6 dang ctung bay doan
ho tong Ké Gac Duong ra khéi pham vi Anomaly dé c6 thé mé cong di qua.
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“Hiéu trwdng kia, ngwoi dang toan tinh am muwu tham doc! Du & xa thé
nay nhung 1o gia Tyrannus day van c6 thé ngwi thay diéu d6 noi nguoi.”

“Chung ta khong tranh cai gi v6i nguoi nita,” hiéu trudng dap. “Mot khi
ching ta di r6i thi Anomaly sé khéng con dwgc bao vé, va nguoi co thé
thoat di. D6 khong phai la diéu ngwoi van muoén sao?”

“Di nhién!” con doi vang rit Ién. “Nhung lao gia Tyrannus nay ciing biét
cac nguoi da lam gi véi Verminion. Lao c6 thé thdy rd diéu dé6 qua mén do
choi 1ap lanh tang téc cta y!”

Mén Tao tdic Am Ti trén ngén tay con qudi vat Named nhdp nhay anh
sang do ruwc bon hinh thu khac trén do.

“Tui bay 1a nhitng ké BAN THIU, dua tro lta loc va ddc 4c... nhung tui
bay khong thé lira gat 1do gia Tyrannus nay duwgc dau. Lao biét tui bay dang
toan tinh lam gi v6i TEN GAC CONG bé con doc dia d6, 130 biét tui bay
mu6én MANG n6 t6i dau, va bay gio nhitng ké khac cting da biét r6i do!”

Charlie bat ngo hiéu ra, bon chiing thdy dugc chiing ta. N6 quay sang
hiéu treéng, “Cach day da lau, khi deo cai vong tay cua Barakkas, em co
thé nhin thong qua mat ctia ba tén Named kia, nhitng ké ciing dang deo Tao
tac... Néu Tyrannus nhin thdy ching ta & diay vGi Ké Gac Puong thi
Barakkas va Slagguron ciing da thay dugc.”

“Thé thi phéi nhanh Ién,” hiéu treéng nghiém nghi n6i, “phdi tdn cong
ching truwde khi ching c6 co hoi phan don.”

Ho phéng qua Am Ti béng téc do Ké Gac Puong cé thé chay voi doi
chan map map ngan ciin cua y. Rui thay, ho khong thé dung vao y dé am y
lén ma vac y chay. Vua lac ra khoi pham vi cia Anomaly, hiéu trudng tao
cong va tat ca nhdy vot qua, vao ngay cai phé tich cta trung tam Phan vién
Ac mong va nhanh chéng hop lai v6i dong nghiép ctia minh.

Lic canh cong dong lai phia sau lwng, hao quang ctia Ké Gac Puong &
Am Ti nhat di vé6i tiéng cuoi khing khuc dic thing, Tyrannus Dién loan
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lw6t qua trén dau nhitng chiéc thuyén dam ctia Nghia Trang TGB va bay vot
1én, lot vao trong chiéc dia tron dé ryc dang chuyén dong cia Anomaly.

Y rit 1én mot trang cuoi xé tai.
“THOAT ROI!”

Tich tac sau do, y dung doi canh vang do s6 dé day minh vang l1én khoi
nhitng tang nwdc sau cta Pai Tay Duong lanh gia, réi cudi cung ban vot ra
khoi mat nudc, bay thang vao bau troi xanh dep cta trai dat bén trén.

Sau mot thoi gian cho dgi vo tan, Tyrannus, ga Named thit Tw, da thoat
khéi Am Ti.
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CHUONG MUOI TAM - HOANG
MAC BANG GIA

Tit trén cao, & vung hoang mac bao la, lanh 180 ctia Himalaya, an khuat
khoi nhitng anh mat t6 mo ctia con ngwoi, hang 6 bang gia cia bon Named
dang tap nap nhitng hoat dong. Nhitng tang tuyét roi qua mot céi 16 16n trén
tran cda cai hang dong do6 s, trong lic tran bao tuyét dang hoanh hanh bén
ngoai, bau troi nhw bién thanh mot tdm chan trang toat khong thé nhin
xuyeén qua duoc.

“Nhanh 1én!” Barakkas quat thdo am 1 v6i hang tram con quai vat Am Ti
dang bam theo chan minh, trong khi ga va Slagguron phong qua nhitng tang
bang xanh tron trigt bao phu tirng tac san can c hoat dong cta bon chiing
& cai noi héo lanh nay. “Bon con nguoi dang dén. Ching ta phai di ngay!”

“Sao lai phai s¢g chiing nhw thé?” Slagguron hoi. “Bon ta chang phai la
cac Chiia quy ctia Am Ti sao0?”

“Ta khong sg chuing - chinh Ké Gac Puwong mdi 1a ké lam ta e ngai. Hoi
1au lam r6i ta da phdi mém mui va cham véi con quai kinh khing do, va ta
khong mu6n bi nhu thé 1an nao nita.”

“Du c6 Ké Gac buong di chang nita,” Slagguron cai, “thi bon nguoi do
cling chi c6 thé lam tén thwong ching ta néu ching biét ta & dau thoi!
Chang c6 1y gi chung lai biét duwgc ca.”

“Ta thi chang c6 ly do gi dé nghi la chiing khong biét dugc cd .”

Roi dot nhién, Barakkas khung lai, dom dom cai gi do...

Thit 4nh sdng do phat ra tit mén Tao tic Am Ti quin quanh bung
Slagguron dang phan chiéu choéi loi trén bitc twong bang béng loang cta
hang dong... va cling c6 thit gi d6 dang chap chon trong anh phan chiéu ay.
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Mot dom sang nhé mau xanh.

“Cai gi thé nay?” Barakkas lau bau, roi cti xuéng kiém tra cai dom sang.
Vtra nhin thay thiét bi theo déi ma Theodore lap vao sgi that lwvng bang kim
loai cua Slagguron, cdp mat mau cam cua Barakkas do soc 1én vi titc gian.
“Bon ching dang theo dau nguoi day, do ngu!” Barakkas chop ngay mon
thiét bi ti hon dy - ma trong nam tay ga, né chang bang mot hat cat - va
nghién nat vun.

“That la... chang may,” Slagguron nhan nhé noéi, “Nguoi néi ding. Ta
phai di ngay kéo qua mugn.”

Nhung da mudn mat roi.

Nhitng canh cong mau tim md tung khap noi trong hang dong nhw thé
phao hoa, dé cho nhitng Phap sw Khai Cong cung v&i nhitng Chién binh Trw
Ta wu td tran qua - trong s6 do c6 ca Charlie va ban bé né.

“Pung cham vao Ké Gac DBuong!” hiéu trudng hét 1én vGi nhitng nguoi
xung quanh trong lic ba dan céi sinh vat mong manh, nho bé ay vao trong
cai hang rong ménh mong.

“KHONG!” Slagguron réng lén khi 4nh mét g cham vao y. Con dau
khong thé nao twdng twgng ndi bat thinh linh dam xuyén qua 6c ga, roi ga
quy xudng mat bang, canh Barakkas; ga quai nay cting dang sui bot mép 1én
vi qud sitc dau dén. Hang trim Qudi vat Am Ti Hang 5 & quanh chiing cfing
lan quay trén mat bang, hoan toan mat hét kha nang chong cu.

Charlie kinh hai nhin bon quai vat nam ngon ngang khap noi, quan quai
vi dau don. “Hiéu nghiém that!” n6 noéi, “Ké Gac Puong da ha guc bon
chuing r6i!”

“Tuyét ca meo!” Theodore gio tay ra cho Ké Gac Puong. “Hank! Xoe
nam ngon vo nao!”
Ké Gac buong gio tay léen.

“Cau Dagget!” Hiéu truong goi giat giong.
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“A, quén mat,” Theodore vdi giat tay lai ngay. “Khéng dugc cham vao.
Xin l6i Hank nha.”

Trong khi d6 6ng Pinch rdo budc bang qua hang dong nhuw mot vi twéng
chinh phuc, quan sat hang tram con quai vat giét ngudi gio da bat lwc hoan
toan ngay tredc mat véi vé khodi tra.

“Xuat sac! Tat ca déu dién ra theo ké hoach... y nhw 16i ta n6i.” Ro6i 6ng
liéc sang giam doc Drake dang khoanh tay cau may nhin dién bién.

“Pinch, dirng qua tin twdng nhw thé! Ké hoach du la hay nhat van phai c6
diém yéu.”
“Rat dang, diéu nay nhac ta syc nhé dén...”

ROi 6ng quay sang Charlie, “Vui long ho tong Ké Gac Puong tranh xa ra
- noi nao dé an toan ay - dé chung ta bat tay vao viéc luon.”

“Xong ngay.” Charlie quy xudng bén canh sinh vat mong manh, “Nguoi
di v&i ta nhé, Hank? Ta sé cham s6c nguoi.”

“Pugc, Charlie a,” Ké Gac Pbuong dap, roi theo Charlie ra khéi gian
dong chinh, vao mét cai hang bén canh vira nho vira toi tam & cudi mot
hanh lang dong bang.

“Nguoi thay ¢ day tot chi?”

Ké Gac Puong gat dau, déi mat y sang lén trong béng t6i. “Pugc roi.
Nguoi tét qua.”

“Cam on. Nguoi cling vay ma.”
“Nguoi 6m sé ta cht? That tuyét voi moi khi ta duge 6m.”
“Ta dau c6 6m ngwoi duge. Nguwoi biét roi ma.”

“Ta biét,” Ké Gac buwong thd dai giong hét mot con nguwoi. “Chi la néu
dwgec 6m mot lan thoi thi hay biét may.”

Charlie mim cuwoi véi y.
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“Cau Benjamin!” Mot giong noéi vang lén, doi xuéng hanh lang phu bang.
La Pinch goi. “Chung ta dang dgi day!”

“Ct ¢ day nhé Hank,” Charlie néi, “Ta sé trd lai don nguoi khi moi viéc
xong xuoi.”

“Can than nhé, Charlie Benjamin,” Ké Gac Puwong gat dau.
“Nguoi cling vay.”

Charlie nhin sinh vat hién lanh &y mdt lan cudi - y nhé bé vo cung so véGi
cai ménh mong caa nhitng birc twong pht bang toi tam vay xung quanh - r6i
né quay lai hang chinh, b4t dau x6ng vao tiéu diét bon quai vat Am Ti.

“T¢ ghét chuyén nay.” Violet thi tham khi nhitng Chién binh Trit Ta va
Phép su Khai cong tan ra khap hang dong, dgi ménh 1énh ctia 6ng Pinch dé
bat dau cudc tan cong.

Charlie hiéu y ctia c6 bé. Giét mot con quai vat khi né tdn cong minh la
mot chuyén - gi thi gi, do cling 1a tw vé - nhung giét khi chiing da nam tro ra
va mat hét kha nang tw vé thi lai la mot chuyén hoan toan khéac. Co6 1é diéu
d6 khong sai nhung sao né ctt cdm thdy khong phai vay?

“Té hiéu y cau,” Charlie thi tham dap lai. “T¢ dong y la can phdi lam nhw
vay - y t6 muodn noi la sau nhitng gi xay ra ¢ s@ thi hom nay, khong lam thé
thi rat kho... nhung khong hiéu sao t& cam thdy hinh nhu khong dugc ding
cho lam.”

Violet gat dau, “It nhat Theodore cfing c6 vé vui.”

Charlie li€c mat nhin sang thang ban minh. Ping vy, thang nho gay
nhom, cao 1éu khéu dy c6 vé vui swéng that. R6 rang thang nay dang néng
long muén & ngay tredc mat bo, vai tw thé san sang va khao khat, duoc
chitng t6 tai nang ctia minh. D1 nhién, la mot Phap sw Khai cong, Theodore
khong phai la ké budc phadi ra tay giét choc.

Ong Pinch néi 16n, “Xin c4c Phap sw Khai c6ng vui 1ong nghe day.” Ong
vira noi vira di len qua ho. Ong Pinch mic mot cai 4o khoac c6 mii trum dau
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bén ngoai 16p 4o thun dé ngan cai lanh budt da - va cai 4o khoac dé lam cho
than hinh bé con nhé nhan cua 6ng trong lai cang bé hon.

“Ngoai trtr hai con Named, moi nguwoi hdy lan lvgt mé cong bén dudi tat
ca bon quai vat Am Ti con lai, trd chiing vé Vong thit 5.”

“Nguwoi khong mudn giét ching sao?” ong William hoi, hoi thd caa 6ng
bién thanh nhitng vét khong khi dong cing.

“Di nhién la khong. Chung ta chi giét khi khong con cach nao khac ma
thoi.”

Charlie nh& chinh xac cai hom & 16p Tri Ta Nhap mon, khi ong Rex day
vé “Luat nhan 3”, 6ng da noéi rang ct v6i moi con quai vat ta giét trén mat
dat thi s& c6 ngay titc khic ba con dugc sinh ra @ Am Ti. Tuy nhién, néu chi
trd ching vé Am Ti cht khong giét, thi s& khong c6 con qui vat méi nao
duwgc sinh ra ca. D6 1a 1y do vi sao lai phdi nhoc cong truc xudt bon quai vat
Am Ti lui tré lai qua cac cong, cho du giét ching ngay thi dé hon nhiéu.

“Ta biét luat!” 6ng William cau kinh tra 10i. “Ta dau phai la ké mé&i chan
wét chan rdo dén day lan dau tién. Nhung gio dau phai la lic mém long - vi
nguwoi da dwa tat cd chiung ta dén day, ching ta can lam that nhanh, that
manh dé mot lan dit diém luén moi chuyén roi tho6i.”

“T4t nhién 1a thé. Nhung chiing ta ciing phai sang sudt chit!” Ong Pinch
néi. “bung lo, William - r6i ngwoi sé duwgc théa con khat mau ctia minh
ngay hom nay. Ching ta cit tra 1ti quai vat tim thuong vé Am Ti di, con bon
Named van phai bi tiéu diét tho6i.”

Bon Named .

Charlie liéc nhin Barakkas va Slagguron dang cudn ngudi lai vi dau dén,
dén nhuc nhich cting khong dwgc. N6 biét ching la giong doc ac, dir tgn,
khat mau va sé giét sach tat ca ngay tai cho néu c6 co hoi... nhung né van
cam thay c6 gi do t6i toi khi thdy ching nam lan ra ddy, séng soai, hoan
toan bat lwc, trén mat bang. Du biét rd viéc minh can phai lam, thé nhung
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Charlie lai khong muon diéu d6. N6 chi wéc mot diéu la cé thé nham chat
mat lai va bién khoi day ngay.

Moi viéc bién chuyén qua nhanh - trong khi n6 van con la mot dita hoc
tro, van c6 thé hét to 1én! Tat ca ban bé cua n6 ciing thé. Khoang thai gian
ém dém ma n6 da cung vdi dam ban trdi qua, nao la thdm hiém moi ngoc
ngach ctia Hoc vién Ac mong, nao 1a boi trong dai dwong trong lanh, &m 4p
phia xa kia, va tap tran dau kiém gia trén bai bién... tat ca gio day nhu chi
con la ky tc mo ho xa lac xa lo.

Pay la mot viéc nghiém tic, da dén lac né phéi trudng thanh , nhu Rose
mama noi, nhung né khong thich nhw thé.

Du chi mot chut xiu cling khong.

“Nao, cac Phap su Khai cong,” Pinch hét 16n, giong ctia ong vang vong
khap cai hang rong ménh mong. “Bat dau di thoi!”

Vi thai do rat dit khoat, cac phap sw bat dau mé nhitng canh cong mau
tim ngay bén dudi nhitng con quai vat Hang 4 va 5 bi thwong dang nam trén
san hang dong phu bing, dé chiing roi 16p dop xuéng Am Ti. Theodore
nhap bon, theo kip dam ngudi 16n that dé dang. Charlie dé y thdy Theodore
van liéc nhin b6 minh dé xem 6ng c6 té y la biét hay tan thanh gi khong.
Sau khi thtr liéc qua mdy ban, cudi cung, Theodore cling bat gdp dwgc anh
mat cua bo.

Ong William nhay mét ra hiéu véi né.

Charlie nghi, Tét, cudi cung thi...

Trong khi cac Phap sv Khai cong lo lam viéc thi Violet quay sang
Brooke, “Sao cau khong ra do6?”

“T¢ ha? Cu dang néi gi vay?”

“Ra giap ho di.”
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“Bang cach nao chit?” Brooke ngo ngéac. “Cau biét 1a t& c6 con md cong
dwogc nira dau.”

“Pugc ma, Brooke! Td biét cau lam dwoc... Lic trede cau da lam duoc
ma. bi di.”
“U thi... dwgc roi. TG sé thit xem.”

Trong long day nghi ngo, Brooke ra nhap bon vGi cac Phap sw Khai
cong. Chuyén khong dén nhanh chéng hay dé dang gi, nhung c6 bé kinh
ngac khi thdy minh rét cudc cling xoay x& mé duwgc mot canh cong nho, bén
dwdi mot con Phun A-xit Hang 4.

Con nay roi xuéong Am Ti ém ru.

Miéng cuoi toe toét, Brooke li€c mat nhin sang Violet cling dang cuoi
dong vién minh. C6 dugc niém tin méi roi, Brooke quay lai ti€p tuc mé
cong. Trong khi do, Charlie va hiéu treéng nhap vao nhom cta Tabitha va
cac Phéap suw Khai Cong khac, cung ho tra tiép nhitng con quai vat con lai vé
Am Ti - duwong nhu c6 ca triéu con nhu thé. Moi ngwdi tap trung cao dd vao
cong viéc dang lam dén noi chang ai dé y thay thiéu mat mot nguwoi trong
hang dong chinh...

Giam déc ctia Phan vién Ac mong da bién dau mat.
Ké Gac Buong thay mot béng ngwoi dai ngoang dang tir hanh lang rén

rén tién lai, doc theo nhitng birc twong pha bang, nhw mot vét dau loang
trén mat nuwoc.

“Chao nguoi,” sinh vat nhé bé ay nhe nhang noéi, “Nguwoi dén gap ta phai
khong?”

“u,” giam doc Drake thi tham, doi mat lao chi la hai cai hoc sau hoam
trong anh sang ma toi.
“Nguoi la nguwoi tot phai khong?”

“Ta la nguoi tot.”
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“Hay qua!” Ké Gac Puong noi, “ Ta ¢ day that cd6 don va lanh 1€o qua!
Nguwoi 0m ta nhé?”

“Ta sé 6m nguoi.”

Lao giam doc 6m gon sinh vat nho bé ay trong doi tay dai ngoang cta
minh, &p d6i ma dé tran cua lao 1én dinh dau méng manh ctia Hank.

“0), cdm on nguoi,” Ké Gac buong cudi va néi, trong khi dé sac hong
bat dau bién mat khdi lan da méng manh. “That 1a thich khi dwgc 6m sau
mot thoi gian qué dai séng trong lanh 18o va béng t6i cia Am Ti. Nguoi
cling la ngudi t6t giong nhuw Charlie Benjamin phai khong?”

Lao giam doc khong tra 10i.

Po6i mat trang, to cia Ké Gac PBwong bat dau vang di, trong khi do,
nhitng dé xwong swon nhon 16 ra tao thanh nhitng goéc canh khong binh
thwong trén cai 16ng nguwe dang 1ép dan. Hoi thd y nong di, dit doan.

“Nguoi la ban ta phai khong?” Ké Gac Puong hoi, gio day da vé co hoi
de dat.

Mot con gi6 lanh thoi doc cai hanh lang dong bang citng danh, trong khi
tran bdo tuyét van gam gao trén cao. Ldo giam doc im lang nhw mot nam
mo, siét chat hon cai sinh vat nho bé kia - ép chat doc trong da lao sat vao y,
gitt khong dé cho y nhic nhich, ngay ca khi y da bat dau giay giua.

MGat nhan thite kinh hoang hién lén trong mat sinh vat dang hap hai ay.

“Qi, 6i...” N6 rén nhe. “Nguoi khéng phdi ban ta, diing khong?”

Lao giam d6c thi thao, “U, ta e rdng khong phai.”

Ké Gac buong thé dai, chi thi tham dwgc thém dwgce ba tir nita, “Ludn...
mot minh.” Ro6i y thd hat ra m6t lan... mot lan nita... va roi, cudi cung, lang
thinh.
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CHUONG MUOI CHIN - PAO CHIEU

Trong khi cac Phap s Khai cong tiép tuc cong viéc cua ho, cac Chién
binh Trir Ta tu tdp quanh than thé to 16n bat dong cta hai tén Named.
Charlie dirng canh Violet, chi cach lan da xanh nham cta Barakkas c6 mot
bwéc chan - trong khi Rex va William ditng gan cho Slagguron.

“Chung ta phdi lam cang nhanh va cang it dau dén cang t6t,” 6ng Pinch
vilra néi vira rit liém ra, lwdi liém chiéu sac xanh rgn nguwdoi. “Ta biét nhiéu
ké trong cac nguoi ghét diéu nay. Ching ta chac chan khéng phdi la sat
nhan, nhung do6i khi cling can phdi thyc hién nhitng hanh vi u &m dé anh
sang thanh binh c6 thé soi roi.”

Anh sdng thanh binh? Kiéu néi chuyén dién khiing gi vdy? Charlie thim
nghi. C& nhv la dang 1én chién dich tng ct¥ chitc vu Gidm doc Phdn vién
Ac méng khéng bdng.

“Sau khi hoan thanh bon phan nay,” 6ng Pinch néi ti€ép, “ngay mai chiing
ta sé thirc gidc trong mot thé giGi an toan hon céi thé gidi chiing ta thirc giac
sang hom nay.”

Ong gio cai liém trong ban tay nhé nhén 1én.

Co6 nguai dan dau roi, cac Chién binh Trir Ta khac, ké ca Rex va William,
déu gio cao vii khi.

“Hdi cac Chién binh Trir Ta...” 6ng Pinch noéi, “khi ta ra hiéu lénh...”

Charlie liéc nhin Violet, non nao trong da. C6 bé thi thao, cling b6i hoi
khong kém, “T¢ biét. Minh ct lam quach cho r6i.”

“U. Ct thé,” Charlie gat dau. N6 gio cao thanh kiém méng, con Violet
gio cao cai riu.

Ong Pinch bit dau dém ngugc dé dong loat xudng tay, “ Mét... hai...”

Dot nhién Barakkas co raim nguoi lai.
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Cac Chién binh Trtr Ta li€c nhau, luéng cudng.
“La td dang mé sang?” Violet hoi. Hay la ga...”
Mot con co that nita chay su6t co thé tén Named do sd khién mot ngén

tay cong nhw vuot gap lai dwdi ban tay lanh lan cda y, xé mot dwong ranh
khong 16 trén mat bang bén dudi.

“ Ga... ga ctr dong...” Charlie noi.

“Ui cha,” 6ng Rex 1am bam. “Vu ndy chic khong ém 16i.”

Barakkas m@ mat va ng6é quanh dam ngwdi. Roi ga cwdi nhan nhd, “Ra la
khong c6 dira nao kiém tra Ké Gac Cong.” Roi ga vot day trén doi méng
gudc vdi mot Ic sam sét dén noi bang trén tran hang dong tudén dé nhw
kinh v@, roi 14 td xuéng dam quai vat va con ngudi ¢ xa xa bén dudi.

Slagguron - cling da hoi phuc - le lang vwon thang lén. Ga ditng strng
sttng that cao trén moi ngwdi, co thé cong lai thanh hinh chit S, d6i mat den
huyén hap hdy, trong khi nhitng sinh vat khac cia Am Ti bat dau hdi tinh
chung quanh ga.

Tinh hinh ding nhuw thé, ddam nguwoi dang bi 1 quai vat da hoan toan thitc
tinh va vo cung dién tiét bao vay; chiing chuan bj tra thu.

“Khong thé thé nay dugc,” Tabitha néi.

Ong William quay sang 6ng Pinch, anh mét gian dit, “Nguoi da giét hét
bon ta r6i.”

“Khong, day...” ong Pinch lap bap cai, “diéu nay dau cé trong ké
hoach...”

Va r6i cling dén ltic bon quai vat tan cong.

Slagguron odn nguwdi xuong mat bang bang maot lwc khing khiép, nghién
nat ca dam nguwoi lan dam thi dwdi sic nang kinh hoang, trong khi
Barakkas dam manh mat dat bang cap moéng gudc to 16n, nhe nanh, quac
mat dién dai vi gian di.
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“ Gior 1a lic ching ta TRA THU!” Con vat to 16n réng 1én, nuéc bot néng
héi ti* miéng phun ra tung tée. “Bay gid’ tit cd cdc nguoi sé phai TRA
GIA!”

“Rut lui!” hiéu tredng hét 16n. “Mé cong thoat ra! Ching ta khong thang

»
!

duwgc tran nay roi

Ngay ltic hang tram quai vat mdi troi 1én mat dat tia vao tan cong, dam
Chién binh Trtr Ta bén gap rut hanh dong, c6 gang bao vé cac Phap su Khai
cong dang loay hoay mé& cong dé tat ca co thé thoat than.

“Em a, cit c6 hét sitc nhé,” Rex diu dang néi véi Tabitha, sgi day thong
long quat vun vt, trong khi thanh kiém ngan bay lap loang gitta dam quai
vat dang ua dén. “Anh sé git* chan bon ching cang lau cang tot.”

Gitra ldc Tabitha van dung ndi lic tao mot cai cong gitta con hon don,
Pinch loang choang chay qua cai hang ménh mong trong trang thai hoang
loan. “Khéng thé thé dwgc...” 6ng gao 1én, “ké hoach cua ta rat hoan hao co
ma!”

Pinch niu tay cac Chién binh Trir Ta va Phap sw Khai cong, tuyét vong
van xin dwgc tha tht cung chap nhan, trong lic ho van dang diing cam
chién dau dé ctru mang minh cung dong doi.

“Ta lam sao biét dwgc chuyén lai két thic thé nay co chit...” 6ng van nai.
“ Nh¢ di, chinh ta da giét Verminion... Ta la anh hung co ma...”

Nhung chang c6 tha thit cling nhw chdp nhan trong mat mét ai, ho thang
tay gat ong di va tiép tuc danh tran danh diét vong ctia minh.

Gitta nhitng tiéng ho hét dinh tai, bo cia Theodore, 6ng William, chay
khéi hang chinh dé& xem cé chuyén gi xay dén cho Ké Gac Puong. Ong ng6
thdy sinh vat mong manh ay trong can phong nhé bang gia noi Charlie da
dem giadu y.

Giam doc dang ha co thé bat dong cta Ké Gac buong xudng dat.

“Troi oi... Ong lam gi vay?” 6ng William thét 1én.
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“Chi lam nhitng gi phdi lam tho6i,” 1o Drake tra 16i. “Chac nguwoi ciing da
thay dwoc diéu do.”

Ong William lao dén Ké Gac Céng va kéo y ra khéi tay 1do giam déc, hy
vong van con c6 dau hiéu cta sy séng - nhing tuyét khong con gi nita.

“Nguoi co twdng twong ra diéu gi néu chién dich nhé nay thanh cong
khong?” Drake ndi, c nhu thé c6 moi cai chuyén nho xiu xiu kia ma tuwéng
Dagget cling khong hiéu noi. “Nhitng tén Pe Doa Kép chac chdn sé nam
quyén & Phan vién, William a. Bon chiing tat sé hay diét chiing ta. R0 rang
la can phai lam gi d6.”

Ong William lic dau budn ba néi. “Bao nhiéu ngudi dang chét ngoai
kia!”

“Ta biét,” giam doc dap. “Canh twgng v6 cung ghé ron, that sy ghé ron -
nhung mot ké ban linh phéi cé nhitng lwa chon citng ran va doi khi hy sinh
1a diéu can thiét dé bao vé cai thién 16n hon.”

“Cai thién 16n hon sao? Con trai t6i dang & ngoai kia day!”

Dot nhién Theodore x6ng vao phong. “Bo! Bé con m& cong cho bd con
ta thoat ra!” no thét 16n. Vay tay mot cai, Theodore tao mot canh cong... thé
r6i né nhan ra Ké Gac Cong dang nam bat dong trong tay bd minh.
Theodore khiép dam thdi lui, cat tiéng thi thao, “B6 lam gi vay?”

“Khong. Khong nhu con nghit dau...” dng William tra 10i.

“B0 cham vao y sao? Khong duwgc cham vao y - b6 biét r6i ma. Tat ca
ching ta déu biét diéu d6! Ai ai ciling biét diéu dé co ma!”

“Con khong hiéu dau...” William lac dau.

“Lam sao b6 c6 thé nhu thé?” Theodore hét 1én. “Cac ban tot nhat caa
con déu dang & trong tran danh nay! Con tham chi khong biét liéu Charlie
va Violet con song hay khong nita ciing la vi bo dé! Troi oi, khong biét co
ai con song khong!”
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Ngay lic dy, mot am thanh vang vong sudot hanh lang va lan téa khap
hang - d6 la tiéng cuwdi khodi tra, dién cuéng ctia mot con vat gi do cuc ky
quéai di. M6t giong oang oang cat 1én. “CHO GOI LOI CHAO! Va nhiéu 15i
chao than ai!”

Tyrannus vay phan phat doi canh vang to 16n bay xuoéng; doi mat man dai
cta ga dién cuong dao lién tuc trong hoc mat. “Mam, mam, mam! Ta twdng
bi 16 mat hét cudc vui cha!”

Charlie danh lui mot con Dangeroo va than tham, Troi a. Chuyén thé nay
con chua du hay sao?

Gio da c6 dén ba tén Named trong cai hang khong 16 nay roi.

Thanh kiém chép 16e 1én, Charlie bat dau chay quanh, tuyét vong tim ban
bé trudc khi Tyrannus tham gia vao con cuong sat; khong gian nhuw co dac
lai vi tuyét dang roi quay cuéng va mat dat tron nhay vi mau loang cua quai
vat. Qua man swong gia lanh, n6 thdy dwgc mdét vai canh cong nhap nhay
hién ra trong khi nhitng canh céng khac bién mat, mang di cac Chién binh
Trir Ta cung cac Phap sw Khai cong tuyét vong - nhitng ké dy, hodc la dang
co thoat khdi céi bay chét chéc, hoac la dang lam moi cho i quai vat caa
Am Ti.

Vtra chién dau, Charlie vira diém lai trong dau nhitng noi lan cudi n6 con
nhin thay ban bé minh. N6 biét 6ng Rex va Tabitha dang sat canh chién dau
gan Slagguron - nhung dé la cach day mot lic roi. N6 khong biét liéu hai
nguoi dy con trong hang hay da thoat ra dugc.

Cau xin cho ho thodt dugc , n6 tuyét vong wdc ao.

Vé phan hiéu trwdng, Charlie da thay loang thoang thanh quyén truwgng
6ng anh xanh biéc soi sang ca nhitng ngdéc nghach xa tap trong cai hang
bang gia trong lic ba ha guc hang doan quan sinh vat cia Am Ti; vao lan
cudi né thay thi bon quéi vat vy quanh ba nhiéu dén noi chi thdy duogc
thanh quyén trvgng ma théi. Ai cling doan gia doan non xem ba con song
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hay khong, nhung lam thé nao ma séng qua dugc cai twong quan lwe lvgng
qua chénh léch nhw thé ch.

N6 biét vé Violet va Brooke c6 hoi chac chan hon. Trong khi méi danh
lui m6t mu Hag, n6 nghi la da thady Brooke tao mot cai cong dé ca hai co bé
cung thoat qua dé... nhung chac chan mot tram phan tram thi n6 khéng
dam. Hai dita con gai & kha xa, va trong anh phan chiéu yéu &t cia mé cung
bang gia nay, rat c6 thé mat n6 da bi danh ltra.

Con Theodore... Cach day mét lic Charlie c6 thay thang ban chay dudi
theo bo. Nhung gio nay ho ¢ dau?

Hdy an toan, Theodore oi. Hdy séng. NoO suy nghi dit doi, cau mong
chuyén do la that.

O dau d6 sau lung, né nghe tiéng 6ng Pinch dang vat vo di qua canh dién
cuong nay, rén ri i xin 16i, néi rang chuyén nay khong phai 16i cta 6ng.
Charlie khéng biét diéu d6 cé ding hay khong, that tinh thi gi thi gi, no6
cling khéng thém quan tam nita - it nhat thi cling khong phai bay gio.

Bay gio day la lic séng con.
“Thay Pinch! Thay & dau?” Charlie thét 1én. “Néu bi thwong thi hét 1én
dé em dén mé& cong cung thoat ra!”

“Bay gio tat cd bon ho déu cam ghét ta...” 6ng Pinch kéu gao that dang
thuwong ¢ xa xa. “Hét nhu tredce kia...”

“0 yén dé, em dén tim thay day!

Charlie danh bay mdt con Ca khéu Am Ti Hang 5 dé m& duong, roi
nham theo hwéng ma n6 nghi la da nghe tiéng 6ng Pinch, nhung lai cuéng
quit tregt chan trén mot viing mau dong va dap dau rat manh vao mot go
bang. Thoat dau, cu va dap khéng c6 vé nang - chang c6 con dau nao ma n6
khong thé Iwét qua duge sau mot, hai phit - nhung r6i co thé cia né bat dau
c6 cam giac nhw troi tudt di, giong nhw n6é dang ngé chinh minh trong mot
tam guwong dat & rat xa.
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Charlie c6 ditng 1én nhuwng hai chdn mém odt nhw cao su va no lai truot
xuéng bang. N6 nghi, O, khong xong réi, minh dang ngdt ddy. Khong thé
tin duwoc!

Va lién sau d6 bong toi phu chup lay ngudi ndé bang mét con séng néng

~

dIm.

Khi Charlie tinh lai, chi con mot minh no trong hang ctia bon Named.

N6 dugc biét, nhitng con ngwoi khac da di khoi - it nhat 1a nhitng nguoi
con song s6t. Bau né nhw bi bop gitra hai gong kém. N6 ¢6 nén con non,
nhwng khi ditng 1én trén doi chan run ray va chuan bi mé cong thoat di, n6
chgt nghe giong noi khan khan quen thugc.

“Charlie Benjamin.”
Barakkas.
Charlie quay lai.

Barakkas, Slagguron va Tyrannus dang ditng sau lvng n6 nhu nhitng tén
khéng 16 hung ton trong nhitng truyén cd tich 4c doc. May mén Tao tic Am
Ti sang lap lanh, phan chiéu thanh hang tram lan trén nhitng bitc twong phua
bang quanh chung.

“Co gi khong?” Charlie mét moi dap.

“Chuyén khong can phai két thic nhu thé nay, nhéc a.” Barakkas buéc vé
phia n6 vui vé néi. “Chi vi I con nguwdi con lai sé chét trong tay bon ta
khong c6 nghia la nguwoi phai chét.”

“Di nhién la khong!” Tyrannus vui vé thot 1én, hung phan vo canh bay
phan phat 1én khong. Sttc manh cia d6i canh lam lii quai vat Am Ti nho
hon nga quay lo. “Charlie Benjamin, bon ta khéng hé thu han gi ngwoi dau!
Bon ta la ban bé cua nguoi - va ban be luon an thit ban be, khong phai sao!”
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“Ban bé ludn an thit ban bé sao?” Charlie nhac lai. N6 khong chac minh
da nghe dung. “DPiéu d6 c6 nghia la sao?

“Co nghia la Tyrannus da mat tri,” Slagguron noi, giong nhu sam dong.

“KHONG dau nhé!” Tyrannus réng 1én. “Lam sao mot ké dién ma lai c6
thé dung lvdi rdy sach hai tai ctia minh co ch@?”

Va that kinh hoang, ga bat dau lam ding nhu vay.

“Tot thoi,” Slagguron noi. “Nhuwng nguoi van khong thé an thit thang oat

nay.”
“Tai sao khong?” Tyrannus biu moi.
“Vino sap giup bon ta.”

“Bang cach nao?” Charlie héi. “Lam thé quai nao ma ta gitp dugc bon
nguoi?”

Barakkas hat mot vat xuéng tredc mat ga. Chu vi cai vat ay 16n bang cai
thap nwdc, cham dat ngan 1én tiéng vang rén dir doi va Charlie nhan ra
ngay. “Vong deo ¢6 ctia Verminion? Cai do6 dé lam gi?”

“Co6 lan nguoi da deo chiéc vong tay cua ta,” Barakkas noi. “Diéu dé cé
nghia nguoi 1a con nguoi duy nhat c6 thé st dung Tao tac cia Am Ti ma
khong bi sat than.”

“The thi sao?”

“Thé nén, Verminion c6 thé chét - nhung nguoi, Charlie Benjamin a,
ngudi cé thé st dung Tao tdc Am Ti thay hin dé cung bon ta triéu tap Ké
Thit Nam.”

Mau cua Charlie dong ddc lai.

“Khong... ta van twdng cac nguwoi can c6 ca bon Named méi lam dwgc
viéc do.”
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“Bon ta can tat ca b6n Named,” Barakkas noi, “vi bon ta can ca b6n moén
tao tdc - tao tac mdi quan trong, chit khong phai ké gitt nhitng thit dy.”

Y hét cdp strng to 16n vé phia chiéc vong deo c6 & trén mat dat.
“NGUOI c6 thé la Chia Named thit tw, Charlie Benjamin.”

Charlie chgt hiéu ra y ctia Slagguron khi han néi véi Barakkas trong cudc
tdn cong vao Phan vién Ac mong, “Chwa phai mat tat ca dau.”

Cai chét cia Verminion khong anh huwéng nghiém trong dén ké hoach cua
bon chung... chttng nao bon ching con c6 Charlie.

N6 lac dau. “Ta khong lam.”
“0, nguoi sé 1am,” Barakkas dap. “Néu khong nguoi sé chét.”

“Co le thé,” Charlie nhun vai. “Hodc c6 1é ta sé m& cong thoat dwoc
tredc khi diéu dé xdy ra. Mudn xem ai nhanh hon khong?”

“Dep vé KHO KHAN d6 di!” Tyrannus bay phan phat vé phia trudc, hét
1én. “Nguoi phéi st dung cai vong dé - bat budc day - nguwoi 1a con nguoi
duy nhat lam duwoc!”

Bong mot giong nai cat lén sau lwng Charlie.

“Khong han vay.”

N6 quay lui. Ong Pinch dang ding dé, ngwdi bé bét mau va day vét tham
tim. Pinch cuwdi thdm tram - mot két hgp gitta doi mat chan doi véi guong
mat tré nit lam ai ndy hoang mang. “Charlie deo Vong Tay dugc vi n6 la Pe
Doa Kép... nhung ta cling vay.”

Charlie thang thot. “Khdéng, Edward. Birng 1am thé.”

“Chang con gi cho ta ¢ doi nita,” Pinch lang 1€ va than nhién néi. “Bay
gi® tat ca bon ho déu cam ghét ta, moi ngudi ¢ Phan vién Ac mong. Ho dé
hét tdi cho ta vé chuyén nay...” @ng phac tay chi canh thdm sat chung
quanh. “Ta khong trach ho - & vi tri ngugc lai thi tat ta cling ghét ta..”
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“Ho sé tha thit Edward a,” Charlie n6i. “Em cam doan thé. C6 thé chi la
can thém chut thoi gian...”

“Ta c6 thé giong tré con,” Edward Pinch lac dau, “nhung nguwoi mdéi ding
la tré con , Charlie Benjamin a. Cé nhiéu diéu vé con nguwdi ngwoi con phai
hoc lam. Ching khong tha thit, va ching khong hé quén.”

ROi 6ng ngang dau lén nhin Barakkas. “Néu ta lam diéu nay cho nguoi
thi ngwoi danh doi cho ta cai gi?”

“Mang song ctia nguoi,” Barakkas cudi, trd 10i. Charlie cé thé nhin thay
nhitng mau thit con dinh trong ké rang cua ga. “Va moét cho bén canh bon
ta. Ké Thit Nam sé mudn nguoi lwu lai noi day, di nhién... d6¢ mé& nhiéu
cong hon xuéng Am Ti... d& dem bon quai vat hd tro bon ta chién dau...”

Ong Pinch nhim mét lai nhu thé dang chim dim trong suy twéng, co
quyét dinh xem nén chon con dwdong nao.

“Bon ching dang gat thay day,” Charlie néi. “Thay biét bon chiing ro6i
ma. Sau khi xong chuyén ctia chiing, chiing sé giét thay ngay.”

“Thé thi sao? Dau sao thi ta cling khong con 1é song nita roi. Hiéu truéng
chang da néi, Tréo cao, té dau.”

Pinch, khai su 1a mot trong nhitng tay De Doa Kép manh nhat trén doi,
da phai trdi qua gan ca mot doi suy sup khon cung sau khi bi Rit Kha nang.
Vé sau hoan toan nhd c6 phép mau ma nhanh chéng ngoi 1én dinh danh
vong cao ngat, phuc hoi dwgc Kha nang réi giét dugc Verminion...

Gio day mot lan nita lai dé mat tat ca, qua la ong kho long chiu noi.

Ong chia ban tay ra - ban tay nhé va béng - cham vao chiéc vong deo ¢
ctia Verminion. Chiéc vong thu nho lai con vira bang c6 6ng.

“Xin ch@ lam thé,” Charlie n6i. “Chwa mudn lam dau, Edward a. Thay
van con kha nang lam diéu phai ma.”

“Treong thanh 1én di, Charlie.”
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Ong Pinch thdo mén Tao tdc Am Ti roi trong vao c6 minh.

Ca bon mén Tao tac bat ngao ruc sang lén, sang dén noi c6 thé sanh ca véi
anh mat troi.

“Mam, mam, mam...” Tyrannus cudi khodi tra. “Pén lic VUI VE r6i!”

“Tot!” Slagguron quat 16n, viron tdm than do so 1én hét ¢d. “Chuyén nay
thay rat tot!”

“Pung vay...” Pinch khoac 1én mot bo mat trong trang thai ngay ngat. “Ta

chwa hé nghi c6 khi nao cdm thdy tuyét voi nhw thé nay!” Po6i mat mau
vang cam cua Barakkas gio' day ruc 1én mau tia caa sy them khat kho thoa.

“Pung, that thé! Pén lic r6i!”

Charlie tho6i lui ra xa khéi bon chiing, tim tan nat, thady nhw minh da gay
ra niém tuyét vong cho minh, cho ban bé, va cé 1é tham chi cho ca nhan
loai.

“Hd&i cac bang hitu,” Barakkas la 16n, “hdy bat dau, va hay st dung tat ca
sttc manh cta ching ta dé triéu tap Ké Thit Nam! Nghi thitc triéu tap bat
dau!” .
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PHAN IV

KE THU NAM
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CHUONG HAI MUCOI - PEARL

Nhitng Tao tac cia Am Ti sang ric 1én dén ndi Charlie phai nhdm mét dé
khoi bi mu. N6 biét nhan co hdi nay nén mé cong thoat di... nhung lam sao
no6 cé thé bé di néu chwa thdy duge chuyén sap xdy ra?

“Cr dé tuon ra!” né nghe Barakkas rong lén. “Cam giac khong tuyét voi
sao? Pay khong phai la thit ma ca ching ta da dé 1& mat d6 sao?”

“Pung!” Pinch hét to cyc do. “Cho da, ta thdy mét 16i di trudc mat, mot
anh sang chdi ngoi!”

“M@ ra di!” Slagguron ra lénh. “D¢6 la 16i dan dén Ké Thit Nam. Tat ca
bon ta phai mé né dé Ké Thit Nam cé thé di qua!”

“Ké thit Nam TU TE,” Tyrannus thét vang. “Ké Thit Nam TU BI!”

Mot con chan dong am ao khap cd hang dong, Charlie cam thady dugc
nhip dap déu déu cta con chan dong phap phong len vao tdm hon minh.
Hoi néng thiéu dot no tir moi phia, lam tan bang gia thanh hoi nwéc pha vao
mat n6. Anh sang gi® day chéi loi dén ndi ngay ca khi méit Charlie dd nhdm
nghién ma anh sang van lach qua, xody vao ndo né nhu mét cay dui néng
do.

“Ctra m@ r6i!” Pinch thét 1én.

“BPi qua!” Slagguron hét.

“Ké Thit Nam sip dén roi!” Tyrannus cudi khung khuc. “KE THU NAM
PEN ROI!”

Anh sang chéi chang m& dan. Tiéng thinh thich don dap lui xa dan, hoi
néng bao quanh Charlie bat dau ngudi di. Chang may ch6c ma moi thi da
trd lai tinh lang trong hang cia bon Named, ngoai trit tiéng nwdc chdy va

tiéng chan khua 16p cop ctia cac sinh vat Am Ti sg hai 1an trén.

Charlie m& mat ra.
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Ké Thit Nam ditng & gitta hang, vay quanh la ba ga Named con lai, va
Pinch. Giong nhuw Ké Gac Puong, Ké Thit Nam hoan toan khéng nhw
Charlie hinh dung - Ké Thit Nam la mot ngwoi dan ba cao hon hai thudc -
to cao hon han con nguwoi binh thuwong, nhung lai chi nhw ngwoi lun khi
ding gitta bon Named cao nhv thap. Mu ruc rd khong tin noi, vé dep cta
mu xa la, Charlie nhan ra la cling vo ctung 16i cuén, 16i cuén theo mot cach
rat bat an. Lan da mu tuyén mot mau dé tham tuyét hdo - mau cia mau - va
d6i mat to nhuw mat méo, long lanh nhw hai vién da quy mau tia. Mu c6 bon
tay, tan cung déu la nhitng méng nhon cat got cong phu, c6 mau giong hét
nhr mau mat. Chan cia mu dai va co thé uén lwgn nhitng dwong cong nit
tinh vo cung hap dan. Téc trén dinh dau mau sang bac x6a tung ra va duwong
nhuv ty than dao dong - nguwgc vdi chiéu gié - nhuw thé mai toc do 1a mot sinh
vat rieng biét vay.

“Chao cac con,” mu cat giong ngot nhw mat ong, va muwgt ma nhw kem
béo. “Ta phai dgi lau 1am r6i méi dugc gap cac bé cung cua ta.”

Bon Named cui dau. Charlie dé y thdy Pinch lam theo bon chiing, ciling
cui dau.

Ké Tht Nam quan sat chung v&i mot vé thong dong tv tai, thanh nha, va
dwong bé nhw mét nit than. “Nwéc dau?”

“Nudc a, thra phu nhan?” Barakkas hoi, dau van cudi gam.

“Goi ta la ‘Pearl’,” mu dap. Charlie nghi minh da thoang nghe thdy mot
chut thich thu trong giong noi cia mu. “Ta dang tim Cua - Chua Nudc. Ta
khong thay néd.”

“A, y nguoi dang néi dén Verminion,” Barakkas néi, nhuéng mét nhin
lén mu.

Mu gat dau. “Puing, Verminion, cac con goi n6 nhu vay?”

“Véng.”
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“Hay nhi.” Mu liéc nhin sang Slagguron. “Ta thay c6 Giun, Chtiia Mat dat
¢ day...”

“Chao dén nguwoi,” Slagguron dap lai, giong ctia ga am ao trong c6 hong.
Mu quay sang Tyrannus. “Va day la Doi - Chia Khong trung.”

Tyrannus vd ddi canh khong 16. “Ta bay 1én cao va lam loai ngudi CHET
di!”

“Di nhién la nhw thé r6i, con cta ta. Va r6i dén con .” Mu gat dau véi
Barakkas. “Chua Lira dang yéu cua ta.”

Nhu dé khoe tai, Barakkas ddm manh mot cai mong guéc khong 16 trén
nén da tro trui trong hang, tao nén cad mot con mwa livra. “Lira, ding la thé!”
Ga han hoan noi.

Ké Thit Nam gat dau tan thanh. “Vay, tredc mat ta da c¢6 Chua Mat dat,
Khong trung, va Lita... nhung khong c6 Nwdc. Sao lai thé nay?”

“Chua Nuwdc da chét roi,” Barakkas dap. “Y bi giét... con nguwdi nay giét
chét y.” Ga chi sang o6ng Pinch, phun ra tiéng ‘con nguwdi’ nhuw thé né cé vi
kinh khtng lam vay.

Ké Thit Nam twr tir quay dau sang nhin ong ta.

Charlie t* noi dang nap nhin ra, biét 6ng Pinch chan chan dang v6 cung
muon vung chay - chinh né ciling thé - nhung Pinch van ditng yén.

“Edward Pinch,” mu noi.
“Ba biét tén ta?”

“O, c6 chir. Ta biét tat ca cac con cua ta....va gio day con cling da la mot
trong cac con cua ta r6i. Hi vong con thich thé.”

Edward mim cwoi. “Toi thich. CAm on ba.”

“Nguoi cé thé giét han, néu nguoi thich,” Barakkas néi. “Gid nguoi da
dwgc moi vé roi thi ta ddu con can dung dén han nita.”
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Mu thong tha quay sang Barakkas. “Ta c6 thé giét han u? Con that t té
da cho phép ta lam nhu vay, Lwra a. Con md&i hao phong lam sao.”

Barakkas dot ngot 10 vé bat an ro rét. “Ta khong hé cé y nhu vay. Ngudi,
tat nhién, cai quan tat ca chung ta, va ta khong bao gio dam nghi dén...”

Mu khé vay ban tay phdi trén mot cai rat nhe, thé la Barakkas da bi tiéu
hdy trong mot ngon Itva hitng huwe. Liva chdy sang va néng dén noi da bén
dwéi ga cling tan chay. Vai khac sau, ngon Iira bién mat, dé lai phia sau mot
vat giong nhw mé6t bic twgng cta Barakkas hoan toan lam bang tro.

Ké Thit Nam chiim méi théi vao do.
Birc twong tro do sup xuodng, bay tit phia, mot 16p khoi ngop tha day dac

tran ngap hang dong. Va nhu thé, Barakkas, ga Chta Named dau tién cua
Am Ti, coi nhv xong.

Slagguron va Tyrannus lui lai, kinh sg.

“Pearl yéu tat cd cac con,” Ké Thi* Nam n6i v4i mot thodng mim cuwdi rat
nhe. “Nhung doi khi tré con cling can bi phat.”

Charlie khong tin n6i vao mat minh nita. Ngay ca Pinch ciing c6 vé kinh
ngac béi sy bat ngd ho hitng trong cai chét dir di ctia Barakkas.

“Chung ta sé khong bao gio chong doi nguwdi,” Slagguron trang trong cui
dau. “Bay gio khong, va cho dén tan cung thoi gian cting khong.”

“Q, ta biét con sé khong nhv thé,” Ké Thit Nam dap lai v6i giong tha
thiét c6 hoi cwong diéu, nhw thé trén thé gidi nay khong cé gi quan trong
hon chuyén 1am diu ndi quan ngai ctia Slagguron. “ft nhét 1a s& khong c6
tinh lam thé. Van dé 1a, di nhién, con khong thé dirng dugc dau. D6 1a do...
ta nén néi thé nao day nhi... ban chat cta cac con la san tim sy thong tri va
kiém soat. Cac con sinh ra la dé nhw vay. D6 la ly do vi sao lii hu don cac
con chang bao gio hoa thuan dwoc v6i nhau.”

“Xin lam on,” Slagguron néi. “Ngudi phai tin ta. Ta htta vGi nguoi la bon
ta sé khong bao gio...”
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Nhung trede khi ga noéi hét 101, mu da biing ngon tay ctia ban tay trai bén
dwéi. Lop da xam ctia con quai vat ngay 1ap tiec bién thanh da va ga bi déng
clirng ngay tai cho dang dirng. R6i, sau mot cai bung tay khac cia mu, ga vo
vun nhv thé bi m6t con dong dat dap vao va doé sup xudéng san thanh mot
dot song cat khong 16.

Chua day ba giay, Slagguron, gd Chtia Named thit ba ctia Am Ti, sinh ra
tir Bat, da nam chét ri.

Ké Thit Nam quay sang Tyrannus.

“Xin chao,” Tyrannus noéi, mot nu cwoi lo lang hién trén nét mat.
“Tyrannus rat ming vi nguwoi... da xt ly... bon Named huw héng dé. Nhuw
nguoi noi do, ca hai dita ching no la nhitng dita hv hong va ching dang
nhan céi két thac khung khiép nhw thé!”

“Phai thé khong?” mu héi diu dang.

“Di nhién” Tyrannus rong lén. “That ra, nguwoi da qua t té véi bon
ching! Ching la nhitng dita doi tra va trom cap, ca hai bon dita! Ching

"’

muon cudp lay quyén lyc cia nguoi
“Nhung con thi khong?”

“Tyrannus v? Khong! Tyrannus gia ca khong hé muon quyén lyc! Y song
la dé phuc vu. Y chi muén dugc c6 ich ma théi! Tyrannus yéu mén cha
nhan cda y!y” Con quai vat khong 16 nhe rang cuwoi day hy vong, ding la
mot canh twgng ghé ron. “Cht nhan ctia Tyrannus cé yéu mén y khong?”

“Tat nhién ro6i,” Ké Thit Nam ngot ngao tra 16i. “Ngwoi quy mén tat ca
cac con cua nguoi nhv nhau.”

“Nhu nhau?” Tyrannus nhac lai.
“Pung. Doi xt vdi tat ca déu cong bang nhw nhau.”

Tyrannus cuéng quit dap canh, vot 1én khong trung va c6 thoat qua cai 10
trén tran hang.
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Ga khong thuc hién dwoc y dinh do.

Chi bang mot cu giat ban tay phai dwéi cung, rat nhe nhang cua Ké Thit
Nam, mot con 16c xody day 1én quanh Tyrannus, 6m trum lay ga. Ga co
chong lai nhitng con gié hung tgn nhuwng rd rang la khong thé chong lai
dwgc cuéng phong do mu tao ra. Chiéc phéu quai di xody tit cang lic cang
di* d6i cho dén khi Charlie khong con thdy dwgc Tyrannus bén trong nita -
ga da bi tiéu huy hoan toan. Ro6i chi bang mdy céi gat dau nhe nhat cia Ké
Tht Nam, con 16c bién mat, mang theo Tyrannus dén mot noi c6 di khong
tra lai.

Chi nhu thé, Tyrannus, ga Named thit Tw cta Am Ti, dwgc sinh ra tir
Khoéng khi, da khéng con ton tai nita.

Charlie strng s0.

Phan vién Ac mong da st dung toan bo nguén nhan vat luc trén hai muoi
nam, cong véi mot van may to 16n, thém no luc ctia ba tay De Doa Kép ma
chi ha dugc m6i mot tén Named ma thoi. Thé ma gio day, trong khoanh
khac duwong nhw khéng qua vai nhip dap cua trai tim, Ké Thit Nam da tiéu
diét hoan toan ba ké con lai.

Ma dwong nhu khong can dén chit no Iye nao.

Mu quay sang Pinch.

“Con trai cua ta. Con c6 yéu quy Pearl ngot ngao nay khong?”
“Co.”

“Con c0 sg ta khong?”

“Co.”

Mu gat dau. “Tot lam. Ta quy tinh chan that hon tat ca moi thit - do 1a tat
ca nhitng gi Pearl yéu cau noi cac con ddy. Diéu do, va su tuan phuc tron

»

ven.

“Ta hiéu.”
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RO6i mu tién lai phia Pinch trén do6i chan dai, mau d6 mau. Mu cao gan
gdp doi Pinch, ding voi voi bén trén 6ng ta, va nhin khéng chdp vao anh
mat tran tr6i cia ong ta. “Bay gid con c6 mdt lwa chon, con c6 thé theo ta
dé tra thu cai thé gidi da ruéng bo con.... hodc con c6 thé trd lai vdi thé giGi
ay.”

“Ba cho ta di sao?” Pinch hoi.

Mu gat dau. “Pearl khong mudn cé dita con nao mién cudng lwu lai noi
day. Ching khong dwoc hanh phic thi ngudi sé chang vui. Tuy nhién...” mu
cuwoi rat diu dang, “Pearl c6 san nhitng thit huy hoang danh riéng cho nhitng
bé con muon & lai va thé hién tinh cAm cung long tan tuy cda ching. Véi
nhitng dita theo nguoi, trai dat la mot hom bau vat, & hé nhitng mén ngon
vat la, va nhitng trg tha nho cia Pearl muon 1ay bao nhiéu tuy thich.”

“Pugc,” Pinch néi, nhin tran tr6i vao nhitng con mat nhw da quy ctia mu.
“Dé chinh la thit ta muén. Ta mu6n tat ca.”

“Ta biét con mudn ma.” NGi r6i mu dwa cd bén ban tay c6 ngén dai
ngoang vuot ve dau ong ta. Charlie rung minh 6n lanh. “Bay gi®, con sé
gitip Pearl m& cong vao Vong Trong chi¥? Ta c6 nhiéu dia tré & do6 lau lam
roi chwa gap...”

“BIJ,Q,C.”

Pinch nham mat lai va m& mot cong khong 16 dan vao Vong Trong cua
Am Ti.

Trwdc day Charlie cling da tirng nhin thdy. That ra, n6 cling da ty tay mé&
nhiéu cong vao do6 trong qua khit, lam moi nguwoi déu kinh hoang, thé
nhuwng lan nay canh twgng hoan toan khac han. N6 dang nhin vao mot cai
san rong, day ap cac quai vat Hang 5 dang ban ron di ngang doc quanh day
tong cong queo cua tiing ga Chua quy cia Am Ti. Trong ca bén goc déu
c6 mot cung dién, moi cung dién danh cho mot tén Named. Bau trdi phia
trén la mot vac mau do dang quay dao.
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Khi nhin thdy canh cong mau tim to 16n, cac quai vat trong san dong loat
ngung han chuyén ching dang lam.

“Nao, cac con cua ta,” Ké Thit Nam ém ai goi va vay tay ra hiéu cho cac
quai vat Am Ti tién vé phia trwdc. “Lén mat dat nao. Dén day vai Pearl
nao.”

Ching lao vé phia muy, x6ng qua cong. Chang mdy choc, ching vay
quanh muy, dua nghich nhw nhitng con ché nhoé, va mu nhe nhang vuot ve
nhitng khuén mat quai di cia chiing rat tinh cam.

“Pearl yéu cac con ctia nguwdi. Pearl muon tang cho cac con ctia ngudi ca
thé gidi .”

Trong khi mu thu thi vGi bon nay thi hang tram con nita tda ra twr cac
cung dién cda 1 Named r6i lao qua cong, tran ngap ca hang dong. Cé
nhitng con Ca khéu Am Ti va Ectobog, Darkling va lii Hag, Dangeroo va
nhitng con Phun A-xit, cling nhw nhitng sinh vat ma Charlie chwa hé duoc
nghe hay dugc thdy bao gio.

“Pén day nao!” Ké Thit Nam vui swéng néi. “Mat dat 1a cua ching ta,

'”

cac con a! Tat ca déu dugc hoan nghénh!” Mu quay sang cho Charlie dang

nap. “Ngay ca nguoi cling dwgc hoan nghénh, Charlie Benjamin a.”
Charlie té diéng ca nguoi.
“Ra day nao. Ta khong hai nguoi dau.”
Charlie, dang ndp sau tang da, bwdc ra va tién vao cai hang rong 16n.

Trong tich tac, n6 da bi bon quai vat vay quanh. Chiing bau vao né nhw
hang ha tén Itra phéng vao muc tiéu.

“Pirng bau quanh né nhu thé, cac con,” Ké Thit Nam vui vé néi. Ngay
tiec khéic, bon quai vat Am Ti dat hét ca ra. Charlie kinh ngac khi thdy bon
ching tudn theo ting 16i néi ctia mu rat nhanh va té chinh thé nao.
“Edward, ta nghi con c6 biét khach cua ching ta?” “Pung vay,” Pinch néi
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va Charlie biét rang n6 khong dwgc chao don & day - it nhat 1a Pinch khong
muon thé.

“Nguoi c6 mudn tham gia cung Edward va ta khong?” Ké Thit Nam ngot
ngao hoi. “Thé gidi nay c6 da nhitng san vat phong phd ngon lanh cho tat
ca ching ta.”

“Ta khong nghi vay,” Charlie ndi.

“Khong sao?” Mu chi c¢6 vé hoi buc mot ti, nhw thé Charlie tir chéi khau
phan an thi¢ hai cta bita an ma mu da chuan bi chu déo. “Khong sao. Thé
thi nguoi ct di va bao cho moi nguwoi biét, cho thé gidi biét, rang ti trwdc
cho dén gio, tit ca nhitng gi chiing da thay chi la mot ném trai vé cung nho,
chi la mot miéng can e dé nhat cta su diét vong ma Pearl va nhitng bé con
xinh xan ctia ngwoi sap giang xudng dau chung.”

Mu dang von nd, Charlie ty héi, hay thdt sw mu co6 y dé cho no di?

“Trong s6 dam hén mon,” Pinch noi, “Benjamin... khda manh. Néu dé né
di, n6 sé la ké dich manh nhat ctia chiing ta d6.”

Chung ta .

Charlie cwoi u am vi cach lwa chon ngon t cua Pinch - 10 rang bay gio

ong ta da quyét tim 1am mot sinh vat chinh thitc cia Am Ti.

Ké Thit Nam t6 vé ngac nhién. “That sao? N6 manh lam a?” Mu quay
sang Charlie. “Nguai cé chac la khéng theo chiing ta, chi bé? Tam long ctia
Pearl rong m& lam - c6 thé chira vo s6.”

“Ta nhat dinh khéng theo mu,” Charlie dap lai. “Khong doi nao.”

“Té qua.” Mu quay sang nhitng con quai ciia Am Ti - nhiéu tén trong bon
ching van con tiép tuc d6 x6 qua cong Pinch da mé.

“Cac con - tiéu diét no di .”

Sy viéc xay ra nhanh dén noi tat ca da két thiac tham chi trwde ca khi
Charlie nhan ra n6 da bat dau.
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MGt lan séng quai vat x6 vé phia nd; mom thi tap, cang thi huo 1én. Ping
ngay lic dy, Charlie bat m@ mot canh céng, lan vé phia dé, r6i luén qua vira
lic bon sinh vat dé ap vao no...

Nhung tdi lac ay thi né da thoat di roi.

N6 da thoat di vé phia Am Ti.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI MOT - KHONG
PAU BANG O NHA

Trong dong dd nat ctia Dinh Cao iy & Phan vién Ac mdng, gidm déc
Reginald Drake phat biéu véi cac Phap sw Khai Cong va Chién binh Tri Ta
con song sot. Hiéu treong khong cé mat ¢ do - ong Rex, Tabitha, Charlie,
Violet va Theodore cling khong - nhung c6é William, twéng soai cua Drake,
ding yén lang bén canh lao.

“Ta wéc mong, bang tat ca trai tim minh, rang phai chi ta sai cho xong
moi nhé,” gidm déc Drake trinh trong phat biéu, “Ta wéc sao c6 thé ditng
treédec quy vi hom nay, khi sy doc ac ctia bon Named va dam thudc ha kinh
khuing cta ching sé chi con la mot ky (tc xa xwa, va noi vdi tat ca quy vi
rang ta da danh gia sai vé nhitng ké De Doa Kép - rang Edward Pinch, hiéu
treong Brazenhope va Charlie Benjamin khong phai la nhitng ké hai long,
rang nhitng ké do6 chi quan tam dén lgi ich chung ctia chiing ta.

“Thé nhung buon thay, ta khong thé néi dugc nhu vay.

“HG1i quy vi, ching ta da bi phan boi - mot si phan boi nhan tdm va hiém
doc. Tai sao Charlie Benjamin dau doc Ké Gac Puwong? Phai chang vi sy
ich ky? Sy tham lam? Co6 1é ching ta sé chang bao gio biét dwgc. Tuy
nhién, ching ta déu biét rang chi c6 m6i mot minh han & cung Ké Gac
buong... va sinh vat hién lanh dé da chét khéng lau sau khi tiép xic véi
han. Ké Gac buong da phai chiu dung thé nao sau cai tiép xtc doc dia cta
con ngwoi ay? Y ¢6 kéu lén dau dén khong? Y c6 thét 1én khong?

“Lai mot 1an nita, c6 1€ chiing ta sé chang bao gio biét duoc.

“Thé con Edward Pinch? Cé phaéi hdn da c6 y d6 dan dat tat ca chung ta
vao cudc tan sat d6 khong? Co vé la nhu thé. Bay gio chiing ta déu biét han
da ve phe véi lii quai vat Am Ti, va ching ta phai ngd ring hin von da cau
két vGi bon chung ttr lau. Tai sao? Béi vi han, cling nhw nhitng tén Pe Doa
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Kép khéc, san tim quyén lyc hon hét thdy moi thit khac trén doi. Chac han
han da cam thay rang nhap bon véi 1ii Named la cach t6t nhat dé dat dwoc
diéu do.

“Va diéu nay lam chuing ta nghi dén hiéu tredng.

“Ké nao da dao tao nén nhitng tay Pe Doa Kép? Ké nao da ra sitc bénh
vure ching khi ma tit ca nhitng tiéng noi cta 1€ phai déu ditng 1én chong lai
nhitng t6i 16i ctia ching? Ké nao giao cho ching s ménh va réi bao vé
ching khi chiing that bai nang né? Ta c6 can noi ra tén cua ké ay khong? Di
nhién, chinh 1a hiéu treéng Brazenhope, ba ta la kién tric su cia moi diéu
bi 6i ma ching lam. B6 ba nay - Edward Pinch, hiéu triuéng Brazenhope va
Charlie Benjamin - da dwa ching ta xudng mot ngo hep t6i tam va v6 vong.
Ké Thit Nim da duoc triéu tap va doi quan Am Ti da duoc huy dong, ngay
khi ta dang no6i chuyén vd&i nhau & day. Pa qua mudn dé hoi tiéc va thoi
gian danh cho co héi th hai qua da mat r6i. Bay gio chung ta chi cé thé
nhin vé twong lai véi nhitng cai dau sang suot cung nhitng trai tim diing
cam. Chung ta phdi chién thang trong tran chién véi i quai vat kinh khing
von triedc day van bi khong ché - tuy khong phai khong ché dwoc hoan toan
nhung cling @ m@c do an toan - trong nhitng con ac mong cua chung ta.

“Suy nghi vé nhitng anh chi em da ra di mai mai van thiéu dét tam hon
ta. Cung vGi long qua cam kién dinh va quyét tam manh mé, ta tw nguyén -
cung twdng Dagget - dan cac quy vi dén mot twong lai twoi sang hon.”

ROi giam doc quay sang 6ng William dang im lang nhin cham cham vao
dam dong nhw thé mién man suy nghi.

“Twéng Dagget?” ldo thic nhe 6ng William. “Ong ¢6 muén néi thém
diéu gi nita khong?”

Ong William khong dong day.
“Ong William?”
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“Khong,” cudi cung 6ng md& miéng noi, giong khan dac va kho khoc.
“To6i nghi 6ng da noi hét r6i.”

Ldo giam doc quay lai nhin can phong dong nghet ngwoi, “Thoi dai cia
nhitng tay DPe Doa Kép da qua, ching ta hay don chao binh minh ctia mot
ky nguyén ruc rd, sang ngoi cua sw hgp 1y va 1€ phai. Trong khi ching ta tai
thiét noi vi dai nay, ta yéu cau quy vi theo ta, hdi nhitng Chién binh Trir Ta
va Phap su Khai Cong, hdy theo hai ching ta...” ldao gat dau vé phia 6ng
William va néi tiép, “ddi mit v6i doi quan Am Ti, va quay lung lai véi
nhitng ké da tim cach tiéu diét ching ta, nhitng ké hién da bi ching ta lvu
day, nhitng ké ma chuing ta goi la Pe Doa Kép.”

Su yén lang bao trum can phong, roi c6 tiéng vo tay vang lén. Tiéng vo
tay ban dau nho, ro6i to 1én nhw sdm, vang vong khap can phong 16n. Trong
choc 1at, tat cd nhitng Chién binh Trtv Ta cling nhitng Phap sw Khai Cong
con song sot déu dirng 1én, vo tay dit doi, biéu 10 mot long ung hd giam doc
Drake - nguwoi ro rang da bi ho danh gia rat sai lam - va mot tinh than thach
thirc lai Charlie Benjamin va dam ban be cua no.

“‘Lwu day’ nghia la sao?” Theodore hoi khi nd, Charlie va Violet hat
vang may cdi vo so trén néc Hoc vién Ac mong. Mot ngay quang dang, bau
troi xanh trong khong van may, mac du c6 mot chit hoi lanh trong khong
khi, da cho Charlie biét mua dong dang dén, nhwng tam tri né dang dién
cuong két noi sy thiéu vang am ap dy vdi cai chét cia Ké Gac buong - lam
cho Hoc viéen gio day khong con dwgce bao ve khoi 1t quai vat Am Ti nita.

“Tao khong biét ho dung tir ‘lvu day’ ay nghia la sao,” Charlie tra 10i,
“Chi biét 1a chac chan may ngwoi d6 khong mudén bon minh & Phan vién
nita. Con né con nghia gi nghiém trong hon, chang han nhw ho mudn bat bé
bon minh, rat hét Kha nang cta bon minh hay lam gi gi do... thi tao ciling
khong rd. Co 1é hiéu tredng cé thé cho bon minh biét, nhung c6...” n6 nhin
vai va thé dai nao né. “May ciing biét roi do.”

“Co van chwa tinh a?” Violet hoi.
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Charlie lac dau, “Rose mama dang cham s6c co trong bénh x4, nhung
hinh nhvw vét thwong kha nang... t6 doan thé. Co ai cho td biét la nang thé
nao dau.”

“Chua bao gio thdy ai mot lic phai chién dau véi qua nhiéu quai vat nhw
thé,” Theodore néi. “Hiéu trwedng ctia minh that phi thwong!”

“Co0 luon la thé ma,” Violet n6i thém, “Nghiém tiic ma néi, lam sao lai cé
ké nghi c6 hiéu trwdng, hay cau...” c6 bé ra dau vé phia Charlie, “c6 da tam
muon giét Ké Gac Buong co chi?”

“Té khong biét,” Charlie nhin vai, “nhwng chan chan la bon ho dang do
hét 16i cho t6. Cho du té khong hé cham vao y.”

“Té tin cau.”

“Tao ciling vay,” Theodore n6i thém, mat nhin dam dam vao khu rung.
Mot con chim rit 1én tir mot noi nao dé & xa tit bén dudi. “Vi tao biét ai mai
that su la thu pham.”

Charlie va Violet bang hoang quay sang no.
Charlie hoi, “May biét sao?”

Theodore gat dau. Charlie rat tha thiét muén hoi do 1a ai, nhung né co
nén long dgi Theodore tw noi ra. Cudi cung, Theodore quay sang nhin hai
dira, “La bo tao.”

“Khong! Khong thé nhu thé duwgc!” Charlie néi, “Bac Dagget la méot vi
twéng - bac ay dang c6 bao vé Phan vién chit khong bao gio muodn tiéu diét
no6 dau!”

“DPo6 la sy that,” Theodore lang 1& néi. “Chinh mat tao thdy ong ta dang
om Ké Gac buong va dat y trén mat bang, y da chét.”

“Co 1é cau khong thidy dugc ro diéu ma cau ct twdng la chinh mat minh
da nhin thay dau,” Violet néi. “Y t& 13, cling giéng nhw ai ndy déu nghi 1a
Charlie da lam, va tat ca ho déu sai con gi.”
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“Té biét mat minh da nhin thdy gi chit,” Theodore lac dau, “va theo
nhitng gi t& thay thi b t& chinh 1a mot con quai vat.”

Qudi vdt. Hai tiéng ay lo lttng mai trong khong trung.

“Sao may thoat dwgc?” Sau mot lat, Charlie hoi.

“Tao m@& cong cho ca dam thoat di - tao, bo tao vGi lao Drake.”

“Roi sau ddy cau c6 ndéi chuyén vGi bac ay khong?” Violet héi. “Bo cau
ay, co 1€ bac ay sé co 1oi giai thich cho vu nay...”

“T'¢ khong bao gio néi chuyén véi 6ng ay nita dau,” Theodore ngat 16i co
ban. “Phan t¢ vay la coi nhw khéng con bé nita roi.”

Charlie khong biét phdi no6i gi, nhung Violet da 1én tiéng rat hung hon
bang cach... tita dau vao vai Theodore.

Chot c6 tiéng noi, “Chao cac cau!”

Charlie nhin xuéng thi thay Brooke dang & trén thém, phia dwdi tui né, di
cung vGi tén ban trai cua co bé, la Geoff.

“A, Brooke!” Charlie dép lai, “Cac cau khong sao ca chi?”

“U. Tui nay dang di tdn déc v6i ban bé day.”

“Q. Tét 1dm, chiic vui vé.”

“Tui nay sé vui ma,” Brooke khé vay tay, “Gap cac cau sau nhé.”

“Tam biét, Brooke,” Violet n6i. “Va mot lan nita cAm on vé chuyén cai
cong trong hang nhé, cau da citu mang t4.”

“Ay, t6 1am sao m& dwgc cong néu cau khong ngan bon quéi vat dé lai
chi, thé nén cau ciing cttu t¢ ma.” Brooke nd nu cudi am 4&p, roi cung Geoff
bé di.

“Cau ay tim thay gi hay ho & thang d6 nhi?” Theodore rén 1i.

“Khong biét,” Violet trd 10i, “C6 1€ vi han cling dep trai, t¢ doan thé.”
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“Thing d6 4y ha? Cau c6 nghiém tic khéng vay, Violet? A, day sé& cho
rang thang day cling dep trai néu cdu thich may thang t6c vang to con co
bap cuén cudn!” Theodore khit khit miii cwdi nhw thé y twédng dy buon cudi
lam vay.

“Geoff khong phttc tap,” Charlie n6i. “Han rat don gian, cé 1é dé chinh la
diéu cau ay muon lic nay.”

“Tao cling don gian ma,” Theodore dop lai, “Con ai don gidn hon tao nita
chit? Tao c6 khac nao tro rap hinh chi c6 méi mot manh dau!”

Charlie va Violet nhin né cham cham mat mot gidy, roi pha 1én cuoi,
“Céi gi?”

Hai dita cwdi lan 16n cho dén khi Theodore rot cudc cling tham gia theo.
Viéc nay khong thé giai tdéa dugc hét cang thang, nhung cling 1a mot khodng
thu gian dang quy.

“T¢ chi muén néi rang... néu khong cé cac cau thi t¢ da chang thé nao
chiu dung noi t6i lic nay,” Charlie ndi, khi tat cd da yén lang tré lai. “TG
khong giai thich chinh xac dwgc, nhwng véi té, cac cau c6 nghia la tat ca.”

“T6¢ nghi nhw vay da la giai thich ro lam ro6i,” Violet n6i, “t¢ cling cam
thay y nhw thé vdi cac cau.”

Theodore noi thém, “T¢ cling vay.”

Charlie quay ra nhin dai dwuong ménh mong.

“Té khong biét nita. Cit moi lan t& c6 lam diéu gi do tot dep thi duong
nhu luén héa thanh xdu xa. Bon minh 14y sita dé ctitu Ké Gac Buong, nhung
viéc do rot cudc lai 1a co hoi cho Pinch 14y lai sttc manh dé triéu tap Ké Thi
Nam. Bon minh ciu thing bé & Vong tht 5, nhung viéc do da giup
Slagguron thoat khéi Am Ti. Bon minh dwa Ké Gac Puong l1én mit dat,
nhung viéc d6 dan dén hau qua la mot nita Phap s Khai Cong va Chién
binh Trir Ta ctia Phan vién Ac mong bi chét.”
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N6 lac dau, “T¢G rat c6 gang dé hinh dung duwgce nhitng gi la ding, nhung
c6 vé nhu hét mot nira déu hoéa thanh sai lam.”

“Chung ta c6 mot tir thi vi dé goi tén thit d6,” bong mot giong than thién,
nhtra nhya cat 1én. “Chung ta goi n6 la cudc doi .”

Charlie quay lai thi thdy 6ng Rex dang ditng d6 cung vdi Tabitha.

“Chu Rex, c6 Tabitha,” Charlie n6i, “Chéau rdt mung vi ca hai déu khong

»

Sdao.

“O, phai can nhiéu bon quai vat Am Ti hon nita thi méi mong ha dwoc
cong chua va ta.”

Tabitha thém vao, “Bon ta rat vui vi cac em ciing duwgc an toan. Tat ca
cac em.”

“U, thtt nghi xem,” 6ng Rex nhin ring cudi, “néu bi thuwong hét thi bon
ta dau thé tdi dv bira tiéc nhé tdi nghiép ma bon bay dang bay & day chi!”

“Bita tiéc toi nghiép a?” Charlie keu lén, “Thoi di, dau phai bon chau ty
ngoi day than than trach phan chi, ding la c6 chuyén nghiém trong da xdy
ra roi con gi.”

“Vay sao? Van dé caa bon bay la thé nay nay,” Rex gac mot chiéc ung
day bui 1én cdi lan can dwéi thap cta chiéc tau cwdp bién. “Bon bay nghi
cudc séng la mot cong mot bang hai, nhung dau phai vay. Boi khi, n6 bang
ba, bang mudi chin hay c6 khi bang cd mot bao dau tién day. Ta lam diéu
tot khong c6 nghia la cai tot sé hién ra ngay lap tic. Twong tw, khi ta lam
diéu xau, chwa chac cé nghia la ta sé bi cho ngay mét ddm vao mom.
Nhung néu ct c6 gang, c tiép tuc chon diéu ding dan ma lam - dan dan
qua bong cude doi sé lan theo ta va ta sé vui vi da dau tranh cho n6.”

“Dan dan a?” Charlie hai.
“Xin 16i nhéc, ta dau c6 diéu khién vi tru.”

“Chau wdc gi chu lam dugc thé,” Charlie cuoi.
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“Ca ta va cht may lu6n chw, nhéc.”

“R0i, may dita c6 mudn nghe chuit tin tot khéng?” Tabitha hoi.
“Co chu a!” Violet noi. “Co noi ngay di!”

“Hiéu treong tinh roi... va co6 mudn gap may dita do.”

Hiéu trvdng nam trén mot cai chong dat ngoai troi, & khu bénh x4, trong
lic d6 Rose mama dap khan lanh 1én tran ba. Charlie khong biét ba da phai
chiu dung bao nhiéu vét thwong, nhung trong ba yéu 6t, khong con dang vé
tr tin va manh mé nhuw trwdc nita.

“Cau Benjamin,” hiéu trwdng ndi, giong thi tham, “ta biét chuyén vira
xdy ra. Néu con thoi gian, ching ta cé thé ngoi ma tranh luan xem hanh
dong cua minh truwdc day la khon ngoan hay khong, nhung chung ta khong
con thoi gian nita dau. Khi Ké Thit Nam 1én tdi thé gidi cua ta thi 1 quai
vat Am Ti ching bao lau nita s& bit dau téng tan cong. Cac cd cau ciing biét
roi day, Pinch da phan boi ching ta, ban than ta lai khong con da sirc dé
chién dau nita; va ta e rang lai c6 mot nhiém vu khong hé dé chiu, lai vo
cung nguy hiém nira sé trit lén vai cac c6 cau. Cac c6 cau sé phai tim cach
duwong dau v6i Ké Thit Nam - ké théng linh doi quan Am Ti, va tiéu diét mu
ta... néu khong, tat ca sé mat hét.”

“Em hiéu.” Charlie n6i, du that tinh né chang hiéu gi ca. Sao n6 c6 thé
danh bai mot thit manh dén noi ngay ca bon Named cling khong khang cy
noi chi?

“Pirng trong chg Phan vién ho trg gi, cdu Benjamin a. That ra, cau phai
tranh xa bon ho ra - ho chi c6 hai cdu théi. Thay vao do, cau phai dya vao
ban bé cia minh.” Hiéu trudng gat dau vé phia Violet va Theodore, “Va rat
may man la cau da cé dugc nhitng ngwoi ban tot thé nay.”

“Pung day a.”

“Bon em sé khong dé bat cit chuyén gi xdy ra v6i n6 dau,” Theodore vira
noi tiu tit vira vo lung Charlie, “D6 1la mét BDTD day a - Bao DBam cua
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Theodore Dagget 4y ma.”

“Bon em sé lam tat ca dé bao vé Charlie va hoan thanh nhiém vu,” Violet
noi thém, “Co dung lo a.”

“Ta khong lo,” hiéu treéng noi. Ro6i ba cam tay Charlie. N6 c6 cam giac
xuwong tay cua ba mong manh dé gay nhuw xwong chim vay.

“Pay la nhiém vu ma ta luon mong cau sé khong bao gic phai nhan Iinh,
Charlie a,” ba néi, “Nhung né da dén. S€ c6 nhiéu diéu t6i tam u &m & phia
tredc... nhwng roi cudi cung cling sé c6 anh sang thoi.”

“Vang, thwa co,” Charlie gat dau.

“Co0 hiéu truong,” ong Rex tién lai gan va néi, “Em muoén dwa Charlie
dén cai ‘viéc’ ma ching ta da noi t6i.”

Hiéu trudng cudi yéu 6t, gat dau. “U. Lam di. Charlie chdc chin xtng
dang véi viéc d6.”

“Theo ta nao, nhéc. Ta nghi chii may sé thich diéu nay cho coi. Tabitha a,
vui long cho mét cai cong vai...”

Lat sau, Charlie go 1én canh ctta da bac phéch cia mot can hé nhé nam &
trén tang cao cia mot toa nha, & dwdi c6 mot tiém pizza, nam khiém ton
trong quan Brooklyn, mang tén “Mot Lat cua Thién Puwong.” Charlie nghe
thay phia bén kia canh ctra c6 tiéng buwdc chan, ngay sau dé la mot vai tiéng
nai cat lén, “Chd mot chut! Ching t6i ra ngay day!” Cudi cung, ctta md va
mot ngwdi dan ong cao, hoéi dau c6 nu cudi hién lanh xuat hién cung véi
mot phu ni téc xoan quan gon gang thanh tirng lon.

Ho sitng so nhin Charlie dam dam.
“Me oi! Bo oi!”

Me Charlie khéc 6a. “Charlie!” Ba gao to 1én, 6m cham ldy n6. Ba hon
lay hon dé 1én hai ma no, con Charlie thi qua ngac nhién khi nhan ra minh
chang hé nguong nghiu tredc moi biéu hién tinh cdm dat dao nhu thé nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ong Barrington Benjamin danh né tir tay ba Olga, 6m chit 14y né, “Con
trai! Con trai cua bo, b6 me nhé con nhiéu lam!”

“Con cling nhé bo me 1am. Nhiéu dén noi b6 me khong tin duge dau.”

Ong Rex theo Charlie vao trong cin ho va, sau khi &n vai lat pizza tir
dwéi tang dem 1én ( ngon thdt, Charlie nghi), Charlie tim hiéu xem b6 me
né da 1am gi trong sudt sau thang trdi ho khong gip né. Phan vién Ac mong
da sap xép cho bd né mot viéc lam. “Bo lam & Thé gigi Binh dién!” ong
Barrington hanh dién néi. “Can biét gi vé binh dién thi ct héi bo!”

Con me no ciing ban biu véi cong viéc tir thién & mot nha bép nau stp
cho dan nghéo cua dia phwong, cung lic ciing dang c6 khéi nghiép kinh
doanh banh tai nha.

“Ngay nao ciing ngti mui banh pizza thom ngon lam me chang thé nao
cwdng lai dwgc y mudn ay,” ba giai thich.

Ciing nhu moi ngwdi khac trén Trai dat nay, b6 me Charlie cling xem
cudc tan cong ghé rgn ¢ S& thi San Diego. Ho cé rat nhiéu chuyén muon
héi, nhung Charlie rat ngai néi ra, khong phai la né khéng duwgc néi, ma no
chi sg 1a néu ho biét moéi nguy hiém that sy ma né sap phdi dwong dau thi
ho sé lo dén phat bénh mat.

Charlie nghi, Nhung dau sao thi bé me cting sdp phdi lo r6i do.

“0 day thich that,” né nhin quanh cin hd va néi. That ra, chd ndy nhé
hon nhiéu so v&i ng6i nha lam theo Mau s6 3 ndi Charlie da 16n 1én, nhung
bd me né da lam cho noi day tréd nén dm cung hon bang cach trang tri hang
tan hinh dnh cua gia dinh - hau hét 1a hinh cia Charlie.

“Noi nay rat vira véi ching ta,” 6ng Barrington n6i. “Khong 16n lam,
ciing khdng nho 1am - chi vita da théi, nhu Goldilocks “"van néi thé.”

Charlie cuwoi - chi c6 bo nd mdi trich dan 101 cia Goldilocks ma thoi.

“Phan vién Ac mdng doi dai v6i bd me thé nao?”
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“To6t lam, Charlie a,” ba Olga dap, “Ho lo cong an viéc lam cho b6 con,
cho ching ta mét can ho xinh xan, réi dat tén md&i cho bo me nita.”

Ong Barrington khit miii, “Mo6t cai tén kiéu trinh thAm 4o choang dao
gam rat 16 bich. That ra ta van thich tén cii hon.”

“Thé bay gio bo me tén gi?”

“Ong ba Smith. Bob va Betty Smith.”

Rex khong nhin dugc cudi, “Ta do rang cai tén Jim va Jenny Jones chac
bi ngwoi khac hét mat roi ha?”

“T6i cting héi ho thé!” 6ng Benjamin dap. “Biét ho néi sao khong? Dung
thé. Vay méi sg chir!”

Moi ngudi cung cuwoi 06 1én. Vai ngay sau con ac mong dy, ho da cam
thdy dé chiu hon. Vé6i Charlie, dwgc quanh quan bén b6 me minh chang
khac nao mot gidc mo - mét gidc ma tuyét voi ma né mong sao sé khong
bao gio két thuc.

“Con sao vay, Charlie?” me n6 héi v6i mot nu cwdi am ap, “Me thay
trong mat con c6 gi la lam.”

“Chi la... hoi kh6é khan mdt chat thoi a,” trong khoanh khac do, Charlie
c6 vé gia di rat nhiéu so v&i mot thang bé & tudi mwoi ba. “Me biét khong,
con da lam nhitng viéc... nhitng viéc khong mang lai 1a két qua ding nhw
con hy vong.”

“Khong sao dau, con a,” me no tra 10i don gian.

“Nhung me dau c6 mat & do. Con da phai dwa ra quyét dinh. Lic dau thi
c6 vé nhu ding va cé 1é tham chi dd diing nhung ro6i két thic lai 1a khong
con gi sai hon dugc nita.”

“Khong sao dau con.”

“Vang, nhung nguoi ta da tin twdng vao con, nhung con da dé ho that
vong va bay gio...”
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“Charlie.”
“Vang a?”

“ Khong sao ddu con. Biéu quan trong hon hét la b6 con va me ludn
thwong con, du cho con cé lam gi di nita. Con c6 hiéu diéu d6 khong? Du
con c6 lam gi di nita.”

“Vang a. Con hiéu.”

Ba Olga dwa ban tay am ap, day yéu thuwong vuot ve khuén mat con trai.
“Con van con rat nhiéu thoi gian & phia triedc, Charlie a... tai sao lai voi
vang truédng thanh nhw thé?”

N6 6m me that chat, nwéc mat ran rua.

Ong Rex va Charlie ditng trén ban-cong nhé bén ngoai phong khach nha
b6 me nd, quan sat nhitng con phd tap nap ctia Brooklyn & tit bén dudi. Anh
dén mu6n mau lap lanh, vay boc quanh lan can bang sat dic, nhap nhay rat
vui mat. Bén trong, b6 me né dang chuan bi moén trdng miéng - mén gi do
c6 sO co la vdi tdo va kem dac. Ngwri thay mui rat ngon.

“Gap lai bd me that tha vi, hg?”
“Vang. buong nhién roi a,” Charlie dap.

“Cha may biét khong, chi may sé khong don doc dau. Chu may cé ban
beé, con ca Tabitha, va di nhién la ca ta nita - bon ta sé co luén @ bén canh
chu may.”

“Chau biét a. Cam on chu.”

T dwéi duong, hai nguwdi nghe tiéng thuy tinh v, tiép theo 1a mot am
thanh khac la ma Charlie da qua quen thudc...

Tiéng rit cia mdt Con Doi Am Ti.
Sau do la tiéng kéu gao, tiéng nguoi la hét, tiéng coi 6 to am 1. Charlie va
ong Rex nhin nhau, khong néi gi.
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Chang c6 gi dé ndi.

Cudi cung ong Rex noéi. “Bat dau roi do.”

“Vang,” Charlie gat dau. “Chau van twong chung ta con thém mdét it thoi
gian nita, nhung xem ra da hét gio r6i.”

Tiéng coi bdo dong va mui khoi bat dau tran ngap bau troi dém.

“Cha may da san sang doi dau véi Ké Thit Nam chwa?” 6ng Rex hoi.

“Chua a,” Charlie thanh that tra 10i. “Lam sao c6 thé san sang v&i chuyén
do duogc chi.”

“Ciling c0 ly.”

Ca hai nhin Ién vang trang tron day téa mau cam sang trong thanh pho
day swong. Ngay lic d6, mot dan quy Hag bay ngang qua, nhitng doi canh
da cua chung in bong trén cac miéng nui lira xwa cli cia mat trang. Ching
lao vao bong t6i bén dwédi. Tiéng cuwdi khic khich khodi tra khing khiép
vong lai, theo sau la tiéng la tiéng hét hoang loan.

“Ching lam moi thit dé doa nat con nguwdi,” Charlie lang 1€ néi. “Nhung
chu biét gi khong?”

“Gi nao?”

Charlie quay sang ong Rex. “Bon chung nén s¢ chdu ddy md&i phai. Chau
khong con la dira tré nita.”

“Ta biét,” 6ng cao boi noi, “va cling vira ding lic.”
R6i 6ng nhin cham cham vao dém t6i tran day quai vat.

“Co6 vé nhu Cudc chién Am Ti rot cudc ciing da bat dau.”

"“Nhan vat trong truyén co tich.
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1 Nong nghiép hitu co: La hé thong ky thuat nubi trong hwéng dén sy bén
vitng, tang cwong do phi nhiéu caa dat va sy da dang sinh hoc. Nong nghiép
hitu co cdm st dung thudc trit sdu bénh tong hop, thudc khang sinh, phan
bén tong hop, sinh vat bién doéi gen, ho6c-mon tang trudng ma phan dau
cho sy bén vitng, tang cwong do phi cua dat va sw da dang sinh hoc (Chu
thich cua bien tap - BT). 2. Biodynamic: Nong nghiép sinh thai (hay con
goi nong nghiép nang lwgng sinh hoc) la hé thong hién dai dau tién caa
nong nghiép tap trung hoan toan vao phwong phéap hitu co. Sy phat trién cta
n6é bat dau vao nam 1924 vGi mot loat tdm bai gidang vé néng nghiép caa
Rudolf Steiner. Nhitng bai gidng, thuyét trinh dau tién dwgc biét dén nhw
nhitng gi sau nay goi la néng nghiép hitu co, da duogc t6 chitc dé dap wng
yéu cau cua nhitng nguwoi nong dan nhan thiy viéc st dung phan bon hoa
hoc dan dén diéu kién dat bi suy thodi va suy giam sitc khoe va chat lwong
cdy trong, vat nuoi (BT). 3. Vi lwgng dong can hay vi lvgng dong can liéu
phap la phuwong phap y hoc diéu tri bénh nhan bi mac m6t bénh nao d6 bang
cach st dung nhitng ché pham dwoc pha loang ma nhitng ché pham nay
cling gy ra cac triéu chitng cho mot nguwdi binh thwong giong nhu la triéu
chitng cta chinh can bénh can chita gay ra. Nhitng bang chitng khoa hoc
cho rang vi lwgng dong can chi la mot gia dwgc nham lam yén long bénh
nhan ch n6 khong c6 tac dung chita tri (BT). 4. Giao suv nguoi Nhat Geoge
Ohsawa (1893 - 1966) dugc coi la ngwoi sang 1ap ra nhitng nguyén tac va
phong cach séng Thuc dudng. Biém hoi tu cua triét ly va thiwc hanh nam
chinh yéu & thyc pham va cach an uéng. Theo Ohsawa, néu ching ta dwgc
nuoi dudng bang thyc pham phu hgp, dya trén nén tang quy luat cda vi try,
cac co quan trong co thé sé hoat dong diéu hoa, khéng nhitng sitc khoe
dwgc phuc héi va khang kién tré lai, ma con khién cho tri phan doan cta
con nguoi trd nén sang suot, c6 kha nang nhan thitc dwgc chan 1y, cé nghia
1a, thé tinh trat ty ctia vii tru va nhan sinh. Phwong phdp Ohsawa bat dau
xudt hién va pho bién tai Viét Nam tr tru6c nam 1975 tai mién Nam, vdi
tén goi pho bién la Gao Ittt mudi me (xuat phat tir viéc stt dung gao It lam
nén tang ctia phuwong phap nay) (BT). 5. Ayurveda la hé thong y hoc Hindu
truyén thong cé nguon goc twr tiéu luc dia An Dd. Viéc thyc hanh Ayurveda
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bao gom viéc st dung cac loai thudc thdo duwgc, boé sung khoang chat hoac
kim loai (rasa Shastra), ky thuat phau thuat, thuéc phién, va ap dung bang
cach mat xa dau (BT). 6. Liéu phap Bowen la phwong phép tri liéu toan
dién va da chiéu dé gidam dau va chita lanh bénh tat, do Tom Bowen (1916-
1982) khai xuwéng. Phuwong phap cht yéu la xoa bop co bap dé can bang co
thé va cam xuic (BT). 7. Reiki: (trong tiéng Nhat nghia la Linh khi) la sy
ti€p nhan, hoa hgp va bo sung nguon nang lwgng vo6 tan cua vii tru cho con
nguwoi. Reiki bat nguon ti Tay Tang khodng 2.500 nam vé truwdc, sau mot
thoi gian dai bi lang quén, roi dwgc bac si nguwoi Nhat tén la Mikao Usui
phat hién lai vao dau thé ky thitr 19. Bay la phwong phéap chita bénh thong
qua viéc st dung nang lwgng (BT). 8. Bénh u lympho khong hodgkin (Non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma), con dugc goi la ung thu hach khong hodgkin, la ung
thw bat nguon tir hé théng bach huyét, lay lan bénh khap co thé (BT). 9.
Vitamin B17/latrile con co tén la Amygdalin. Latrile c6 chita enzyme tén la
Emulsin c6 thé phan huay thanh xyanua. Vitamin B17 duwgc coi la chat chita
tri ung thw rat tot (BT). 10. Jackie Onassis (1929 — 1994), tén day dua la
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis la vg cia Tong thong thit 35 cia Hoa Ky John
F. Kennedy, va Dé nhat Phu nhan Hoa Ky tir nam 1961 dén 1963. Két hon
lan hai vdi ti phu Aristotle Onasis. Ba thwong duwgc goi mot cach than mat
la Jackie, Jackie Bouvier, Jackie Kennedy, Jackie Onassis va, doi khi,
Jackie O (BT). 11. Permaculture — la mot hé thong thiét ké Nong nghiép
hay Xa hoi, tap trung vao viéc mo6 phong hay truc tiép sit dung cac mau
hinh va cac dac trung tudn theo trong Hé thong sinh thai tw nhién
(Wikipedia). 12. Gido hoi Co B6c Phuc Lam la mét gido phai Tin Lanh
thudc phong trao Phuc 1am (Seventh-day Adventist Church). Niém tin chu
yéu cta ho la Chuia Giésu sé tai 1am bat chgt va tin do phai nghi ngoi vao
ngay tht Bay (BT). 13. Buttermilk: Theo cach lam truyén thong, buttermilk
duwgc tao ra trong qua trinh san xudt bo. N6 la lvgng chat long sau khi vt
phan bo dac ra (BT). 14. Mat xa shiatsu la k¥ thuat mat xa ctia Nhat Ban,
két hgp gitra k¥ thuat xoa bop c6 truyén Trung Quoc va cac nguyén ly y hoc
phuwong Tay (BT). 15. Chitng nhan Demeter: Ttr nam 1927, Demeter la to
chitc chitng nhan cho nhitng sdn phdm Biodynamic tai Pic. 16. Beta
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carotene: Dang tién chat cda vitamin A. 17. Resveratrol la mot Phytoalexin,
chat chéng oxy hda khong thudc nhém Flarononid (BT). 18. Reiki 1a mot
trong nhitng phuvong phap dudng sinh va tri bénh dwogc bac si nguwoi Nhat
Mikaon Usui sang lap vao cudi thé ky 19 (BT). 19. Dosha: Cé ba nguyén td
sinh hoc luon ludn bién doi trong co thé. Theo y hoc Ayurvedic, co thé chi
khoe manh khi cé sy can bang cta ba nguyén t6 sinh hoc hay dosha 1a Vata,
Pitta va Kapha (BT). 20. Nguwoi thugc Pitta la Dosha Itra (BT). 21. Luat
nhan qud. 22. Anh gido: la truyén thong thuoc Co déc gido do vua Henri
VIII (1491 — 1547) ctia Anh chi xwéng nam 1534 dé 1ap mot gido hdi riéng
cho nwéc Anh (BT). 23. Phau thudt ngoai cam hay con goi la phau thuat
tam linh bat nguon tir quan dao Philippines, dwoc thue hién thong qua tam
tri va tinh than cua cac thay thudc. Trong kiéu phau thuat nay, ngwoi thay
thudc st dung tam tri dé tap trung sitc manh tdm linh thong qua ban tay
truyén vao co thé ctia bénh nhan. Cac thay thudc chita bénh thudng & trong
trang thai thién dinh, st dung tam tri dé diéu khién doi ban tay ctia minh.
Nh& vao sttc manh tam linh, ngwoi thay thudc cé thé phat hién ra nhitng
phan co thé dang G bénh hoac bénh dang phat trién va truyén nang lugng
tam linh vao nhitng bé phan d6. Cho dén nay, kiéu phau thuat nay van gay
nhiéu tranh cai trén thé gidi (BT). 24. RM (dong Ringgit Malaysia). 25.
Chung song thi hay song anh (double vision): trieu chirng ma bénh nhan
nhin thdy hai hinh anh cia mét sy vat (BT). 26. Hippocrates (460 - 377
TCN) dwoc xem la nguwdi sang 1ap ra nén y hoc hién dai va cling dugc xem
la thay thu6c vi dai nhat trong thdi dai cua 6ng (BT). 27. Thuay liéu phap la
phwong phép c6 truyén chita lanh vét thuwong an toan, khong gy dau dén va
khong doi hoi gi hon la cho ché dau vao nuwéc. Phwong phap nay da dugc st
dung tiv thoi Ai Cap co6 dai (BT). 28. Kinesiology la mot khoa hoc da
nganh, bao gom nghién citu trong cac linh vie giai phau hoc, co ché sinh
hoc, sinh ly hoc, hanh vi tdm than van dong, va cac yéu t6 xa hdi va van hoa
(BT). 29. Liéu phap oxy la cac bai tap lam tang huyét ap va chuyén hoa
dwong, giip cho co thé tang oxy tiéu diét té bao ung thw, tang chi s6 PI
(perfusion index — chi s6 danh gia c6 tinh twong do6i ctia mach dap) dé phuc
hoi té bao lanh, va dé phong ngtra té bao thiéu oxy va mau dé bi bénh ung
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thuw (BT). 30. Colloidal Silver la dung dich dugc san xuat tir bac nguyén
chat (ttr 99,9% dén 99,99% bac) va nuwdc tinh khiét. Hoan toan khong c6 tap
chat gi trong Keo Bac (khong mudi, khéng chat xtc tac...). Khi mot té€ bao
ung thw hap thu Keo Bac, vi khuan trong né c6 nhiéu kha nang sé bi tiéu
diét va nhu thé té bao nay sé c6 diéu kién dé hoat dong binh thwong tré lai.
Tuy nhién, chitc nang chinh cua thuéc Keo Bac la dé ho trg viéc tiéu diét
cic loai vi khuan trong méau (BT). 31. Chup quang tuyén vu
(Mammography) la phwong phap st dung liéu thap tia X, do twong phan
cao két hgp vdi may tinh dé thu dwgc hinh anh chi tiét cta va (BT). 32. Hoi
chitng loan san tuy (Myelodysplastic Syndromes - MDS) la bénh trong do
tay xwong khong san xudt ra da cac té bao mau khée manh (BT). 33.
Vipassana, nghia la thay sy viéc ding nhw that, la mot trong nhitng phuwong
phap thién c6 xwa nhét tai An Do. Truyén théng thién nay dwgc truyén day
tai An P9 hon 2.500 nim trudc day nhw la mot liéu thuoc chita tri bénh
chung cua nhan loai (BT). 34. Phuong phap chiropractic la phuong phap
chita cac bénh thudc hé van dong nhu: dau cot séng, dau day than kinh, dau
vai... Thuong dwgc ap dung nhiéu v6i bénh thoai héa dia dém, 16i dia dém
coOt song co va cot séng that lwng. Thue chat day la phwong phap nan chinh
cOt song bang tay dwa vao co ché sinh - co hoc cua dia dém (BT).
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