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Cuon sdch nay dugc gidi thiéu ¢ dday nham chia sé cho nhirng ban
khong co dieu kién mua sdch.
Con néu ban c6 kha nang hday mua sdch tuing ho nha!
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GiGi thiéu
THONG PIEP TU COI CHET

Bi chinh nhitng ngwoi ho hang pham boi,bi nguwsi cha ho bo roi, va
véi mot dau vét mong manh c6 dwge, Amy Caill 14 tudi va cau em trai,
Dan, voi va bay sang Ai Cap dé san lung 39 Manh MGoi - thit sé€ gitp chiing
s@ hitu dugc thit quyén lyc v6 bién. Nhung khi t6i noi, Amy va Dan nhan
dwge mot thi hoan toan bat ngo: mét thong diép tiw Gace - nguwdi ba qua co
ctia ching. Phdi chang Gace da 1én ké hoach dé gitp hai dita bé m6 céi...
hay Amy va Dan lai roi vao mét sy phan boi khac ma lan nay con khung
khiép hon truéc?

Hay theo chan Amy va Dan vong quanh thé giéi dé san tim 39 Manh
MGi.
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CHUONG 1

NEU AMY CAHILL phai 1ap mét danh sach liét ké ra tit ca nhitng
diéu kho chiu & nhitng thang em trai muwoi mot tudi thi numero uno[1]
chinh 14 théi 1dn mat tam.

[1] “Thi? nhét”, tiéng Y.

Hay truwdc tién c6 khi chinh la sy hién dién cua bon ching trén doi
nay.

Va tiép theo do6 1a mot 16 mot 16¢ nhitng t0i danh khac ctia ching...

Amy dang ditng ngay gitta chg Khan el-Khalili, thanh ph6 Cairo, dién
cubng xoay doc liéc ngang dé tim kiém Dan, thang em né. Cam giac lo mo
sau mot chuyén bay dai cting dang xam lan vao chitc nang ndo bo théng
thwong cia con bé. Chi méi day thoi, thang nhéc con & bén canh chi no.
Roi khi Amy quay di trong ding hai gidy dé mua mot chiéc bt chi c6 hinh
nit hoang Ai Cap Nefertiti, va khi quay lai, n6 da bién mat.

Khéng khi dac kit cai néng, tiéng nhac va tiéng chao hang i Gi. Cac
biéu ngit rc rd phap phdi phia trén dau. Du khach tap nap len 16i qua lai
cac con duong, balo deo trudc ngue dé phong hd nguy co bi mdc tdi va ci
vai phtt lai ditng buéc dé chup anh mdt lan. M6t ngwdi phu nit doi khan
trum dau dang luon lach qua mét hang ghé mau ngoc lam dé du6i theo hai
thang bé. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang gitr thang bang chiéc gié dung day cam
trén dau chi bang mot tay. R6i mét nit du khach doi mii 1wGi trai mac chiéc
4o thun c6 dong chit TOI MUON XAC UOP di ngang qua Amy, v&i chiéc
may anh gio lam lam tredc mat.
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Amy cam thay hoi néng nhv titng dot séng pha vao da minh. Con bé
chi mong sao n6é khong bi ngat di. Mau sac tda ra khap moi noi, nhitng
khu6n mat nhoe di, nhitng tiéng dong la lam cit dong vao tai né. Chwa bao
gio0 Amy yéu thich dam dong, va Cairo dwong nhu lai chinh la noi san sinh
ra cai mon dang ghét do.

Con bé ngodnh dau lai, mét tay dat Ién chiéc tdi deo hong. Nang au
pair Nellie Gomez dang ban mdc cad mdy thi¢ gia vi dwdi con hém. Amy chi
nhin thdy thap thodng mai téc nira vang nitra den dién khung ctia c6 nang.

Chi chwa day mét gio trwdc, ba nguwdi bon ho hdy con dang & trong
taxi di tir san bay vao thti d6 Cairo. R6i khi tay tai xé tinh co chi ra ngoai
ctra s6 va noéi, “Chg Khan[2] bat dau tir day, cho lam ddy,” thi Nellie bat
ngo la 1én, “Dirng xe lai!” Trudce khi kip hiéu diéu gi dang xdy ra, ho da tap
vao chg véi dong hanh 1y va chiéc 16ng méo trong tay.Con Saladin phan
doi dit doi con Nellie thi hita hen, “Chi mwdoi phit théi, chi chi can mwoi
pht, r6i minh sé di thang dén khach san nhé... Tuyét! Bach dau khau kia!”
V6i Nellie, moi thanh phé méi chang qua chi 1a mot dip khac dé thudng
thitc cac mon an quai dan ma thoi.

[2] Titc Khan el-Khalili, mét trung tGm mua sam noi tiéng tai thu do
Cairo, Ai Cdp, ddc biét thu htit khdch du lich dén tham quan.

Cudi cung, Amy ciing tim thdy Dan gitta dam dong. N6 dang dan mat
vao 0 ctra sO ctia mot ctra hiéu day ap cac mon do Iwu niém. Con bé c6 cam
giac thang em né bi chiéc got but chi hinh vua Tutankhamun[3] mé hodc,
nhung khong chitng né bi thu hit b&i mot chiéc dén pin c6 hinh mot xac

7,

wep.

[3] Tutankhamun con dugc goi tat la Vua Tut (1343 TCN - 1325 TCN)
la pharaoh cua Ai Cap cé dai. Theo uwéc tinh, Tutankhamun dd tri vi ttr ndm
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1334 dén 1325 TCN.

Trong lic Amy bang qua con hém, Dan lai thoat an thoat hién giita
dong nguwoi ngodn ngoéo di chuyén ngwoc xubi. Mat troi néng dén ngot
ngat. Con bé chi mong tGi day no sé dugc ¢ noi c6 may diéu hoa nhiét do.

Ba khach mic 40 TOI MUON XAC UOP sa lai gan chd Dan. Ba ta day
cap kinh ram mau trang xuéng song miii. C6 mot hoi chudng canh bao khé
vang lén trong dau Amy. Mot nguwdi doi non rom chdn mat tam nhin cta no,
nén Amy tranh sang mot bén.

Ba khach chgt quap dot dau tién ctia ngén tay deo nhan nhw thé dang
bi chudt rat. Mat troi choi chang lam 16e 1én mot thit gi d6 dang nho ra khoi
mong tay cua ba ta.

“Dan!” Amy thét that to. Tiéng thét bi tiéng nhac va tiéng rao hang -
gid ndm do, chi c6 ndm dé! - nhan chim nghim. Con bé phéong qua mét
nguwoi dan ong dang gitr thang bang trén dau ca ta trai bong mau phat quang
dyng trong mot chiéc luvdi.

Miii kim ndm dwdi da nho ra khoi ngon tay ba ta twta nhw méng vuot.
Dan chom nguoi sat hon nita vao civa so...

“Dan!” Amy thét goi tén thang em that 16n. Nhung t* ngi¥ chi vang 1én
trong dau con bé. Tiéng thét phat ra bi nghen citng nhw am thanh ngudi hap

hoi vi bi siét co.

Amy lao thang vé phia tredc. Ngay & gidy cudi cung, con bé kip vung
tay lén. Miii kim cam phap vao cay bt chi Nefertiti va ket lai trong do.

Trong mot tich tac ngan ngui, tit ca nhitng gi Amy c6 thé lam la nhin
cham cham vao anh sang 16e 1én trén mau kim loai kia. Mot giot chat 16ng
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chét ngudi cham cham ro ra tir dau kim va mat hit vao mat dat bui bam.

Amy nhin thang vao mat Irina Spasky. Cwu nhan vién tinh bao KGB.
biep vien. Nguoi ho hang cua no.

Mt trai caa Irina giat giat. “Blin[4]!” A co ban tay lai, nhung cay kim
van con ket vao chiéc but chi.

[4] Mt tir chiti thé bdng tiéng Nga.

Chu ctra hiéu héi ha chay ra. “H&i quy c6 xinh dep, cai do rat hgp vai
quy c6 ddy. Nay, t6i con rat nhiéu but chi danh cho quy c¢6 nita day!”

Irina stng c6 1én vd&i nguwdi ban hang. “Ta chang mudn ba céi th but
chi 10e loet cua lao dau, ding la do ban hang tao lao!”

Amy va Dan chang doi dén gidy th hai. Dan bang qua dam déng twa
nhu mot trung vé bong chay, con Amy chay sat theo sau no.

Nhitng d6i chan guong hét toc lwc, cad hai chay thuc mang dén mic
phoi ctia chiing nhw boc chay, bang qua mot mé cung chang chit nhitng con
hém ngoan ngoeo. Cudi cung, tui ndé ngiing chay, gap nguoi vé phia tredc
va c0 thd 1ay hoi. Lic ngang dau 1én, Amy biét rang ching da di lac. Lac
mot cach té hai, ngu ngéc, khong thé nao tha thit dugc.

“Nellie sé tim chung ta,” Amy noéi. Con bé bat nap chiéc di dong.
“Khong c6 séng ¢ day. phai tim cach quay lai thoi.”

“Va hy vong hai dita minh sé khong tong vao dong chi Irina,” Dan
noéi. “Em c6 thé bé qua cai man doan tu gia dinh do.”
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DPén thoi diém nay, ca hai da bat dau quen véi viéc gap gd cac thanh
vién trong gia dinh ma trong dau ho chat day tu twong pha hoai. Chi cach
day vai tuan thoi, chi em né da lao dao tridc cai chét cua ba ngoai. Sau khi
cha me ching mat, Grace tr@ thanh nguwdi quan trong nhat trong doi cia hai
dita tré. Du khong séng cung véi ba, nhung ¢t moi cudi tuan tui né van
thwong dén trang vién cia ba & ngoai 6 Boston, va Grace thwong dat ching
theo cac chuyén du ngoan trong nam hoc cling nhw nhitng mua he. Cai chét
cta ba do bénh ung thw khién ca hai thay dau buon v6 han.

Nhung do6 chi mdi 1a cd soc dau tién trong so rat nhiéu cd soc khac xay
dén sau dé.

Grace da moi tat cad bon chi toc cia dong ho Cahill dén dy budi doc
chic thw ctia ba. Xuat hién trén mot doan bang video, Grace da cho bon ho
mot Iwva chon. Hodc nhan mot triéu dola va buéc ra khoi can phong mot
cach vo s, hodc la tham gia vao cudc truy lung 39 manh méi dé tr¢ thanh
nhan vat quyén uy nhat thé gian. Mac du mot triéu dola dwong nhw da la
mot dé nghi qua hap dan, hai chi em n6 lai chang c6 lay mot chit phan van
dé chai tir. Ching biét Grace mudén tui né chap nhan cudc thtr thach nay.
V6i Grace, khong hé c6 cai goi 1a phwong an dé dang.

Quyét dinh dy thi dé day. Nhung thyc hién n6 méi that tran ai. Nhitng
ngay thang truwdc kia, Amy chi nghi choi cho thdng, chi la lam sao dé
khong cho con ban Courtney Catowski nén qua béng chuyén vao dau no.
Gio thi n6 da biét cudc tranh dua that sy la thé nao. Nhitng nguwdi ho hang
nhw Irina chang hé biét ttr mot tha doan nao dé dat duwgc muc dich. Néu
budc phai ra tay, & san sang danh thu6c doc, bat coc, tham chi la giét chét
chung no.

Ca hai lai budc tiép. Amy thdy dwong nhw tui né dang di vong tron.

Nhuw trong gidc mo, ta c& chay va chay mai nhung chang di dén dugce dau.
Hom trudc, con bé hay con & Seoul, Han Qudc. Trwdc do niva, la Tokyo va
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Venice. La Vienna va Salzburg ctia Ao. La Paris. La Philadelphia. Tham chi
con ha canh xu6ng mét san bay tw nhan trén dat Nga.

Chua bao gio Amy lai c6 nhiéu
Chua bao gio né hinh dung ra minh sé sg hai dén vay.
Cling chuwa bao gid né hinh dung ra minh sé qua cadm nhu thé nay.

MGgi vai hom treée khi con @ Seoul, sém chut nita hai chi em chung da
bi ch6n song. Bi bo roi cho dén chét bai chinh nhitng con ngwdi ma tui n6
da tin twdng. Hai dita Natalie va Ian Kabra... con bé sé khong nghi vé thang
do6 nita. S€ khong nhd lai cach thang nhéc 6m né trong tay va néi rang hai
diva sé lam thanh mot lién minh tuyét voi. Lién minh ay chi ton tai trong vai
gio dong ho, dén khi thang nhoc tim thay co hdi dé bé n6 lai cho dén chét.

Sé. Khong. Nghi. Vé. Ian. Nita.

Ro6i ching ciling phat hién ra rang thanh vién duy nhat trong gia dinh
ma tui né gan-nhu-la-tin-twéng, ong chd Alistair Oh, cling da Itra ching.
Alistair gia vo la da chét, trong khi ro rang lao van con song.

Diéu khién hai dita tré hoi ha vugt khong phan quoc té dé dén Cairo
chi 1a m6t manh moi, khéng hon. Nhung chiing cling da quen vdi viéc bam
lay cadc manh méi va ty xoay x& vGi nhitng gi minh c6. Lan nay, dé la mot
hinh kim ty thap va mét tir. Tt “Sakhet”. Ni¥ than dau suw ti ctia nguoi Ai
Cap. Trudce khi roi khoi Han Qudc, Amy da tau vai quyén sach dé tim hiéu
vé ba dy, nhung con bé van chwa biét vi sao ching lai bi troi xui dat khién
mo dén noi nay... hay chinh xac thi ching dang phai tim kiém cai gi.
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Amy cdm thdy mo hoi nhw dang tudn ra thanh song dwdi chiéc éao
thun. Nhiét do bén ngoai da 1én dén hon 30°C. T6c n6 bét chat vao sau gay.
Con bé lai nghi vé Ian, ké luon luén c6 b dang rat w la banh bao cho du
dang trong bat ky tinh huéng nao.

Sé. Khong. Nghi. Vé. Ian. Nita.

MGt ban hgp am quay cudng, chat chda, la lam cua tiéng coi xe, tiéng
la hét i i, tiéng chudng dién thoai, va c6 ai d6 dang hét 1én that to, “Di
nhanh 1én, do 1é mé!”

Cha. Giong néi do thi khong xa la 1am. Chinh la tiéng ctia Dan

“Biép vién nwdc Nga ¢ bén kia duong va dang tim kiém muc tiéu dé.”
NO rit 1én.

Irina van chua trong thdy ching. A ta dang mai mé truy tim dau vét
cta ching. Irina di lang vang & phia bén kia dwdong, mat ngé lom lom vao
cac 0 ctra sO ciia may cira hiéu.

Amy 16i Dan vao mot quan ca phé. Nhiéu nguwdi dan 6ng dang ngoi
udng tra, ram ri ndi chuyén hodc dang doc bao. Du khach thi ngoi doc cam
nang du lich bén canh nhitng ly nwéc ép. Khi Amy c6 chen qua ho, chiéc
bald kénh cang ctia con bé quét vao mot quy 6ng vam vo dang nham nhi
coc tra bac ha. Tra d6 hét vao b0 4o vest trang tinh cua 6ng.

Tat cd moi con mat déu doé don vé phia Amy. Tiéng lach tach cua van
cO tho cao dang dang d@ cling khyng lai. Con bé cam giac mdt minh do
birng 1én. Amy rat ghét tr¢ thanh tam diém cuta sy chi y, va nhat la khi vira
lam mot viéc gi d6 vung ve.

https://thuviensach.vn



“X-x-in 16i!” Amy lap bap. C& hé cang thang la Amy lai mac tat ca
lam nhw vay, va con bé ghét cay ghét dang diéu nay. Amy c6 thu don cho ly
nuwéc vira do.

“Khong sao dau, bé gai, ditng ban tdm.” Ong khéach cuoi hién hoa véi
Amy va vay tay goi nguwdi phuc vu. “Chi la tra thoi ma.”

O trén cac bitc twong, may tdm gwong cd nang né phan chiéu tat ca
nhitng gi dang xdy ra. Amy nhin thdy khuon mat do birng va doi tay dang
run lay bay cta chinh minh, cd nhithg cap mat ctia nhitng ké dang quan
sat... va canh ctra tifm mé& toang. Ngay ca bo do du lich va cdp kinh mat
vién nhya trang cling khong sao che gidu dugc cai dang di nhuw danh tran
cta Irina khi tién vao quan, nhw thé a dang do xét tirng ngudi xem c6 sai
pham gi khong.

Va dung boong ba gidy sau do, cai nhin ctia & da chiéu twéng hai chi
em no.
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CHUONG 2

NGUOI BDAN ONG TO BEO DUNG DAY trong chéc 14t che chin
cho cé hai dta. Dan chép ngay 1dy co hdi d6. N6 1én ra dang sau mot tam
man day, 16i Amy theo.

Ca hai nhan thay tui né dang ditng trong mot hanh lang dan t6i mot
canh cwra ¢ chai nha. Chung ben Iui ngay ra ngoai.

Gio thi hai dita dang ¢ trong mot con hém tham chi con bé hon, khuc
khuyu u6n lwgn phia sau cac ctta hiéu. Chung biét rang Irina chang may
choc sé xudt hién. Chi em n6 lach khéi mot chiéc xe bo chat cac gié hanh
thanh dong cao ngat va khién cho mot nguwoi dang yén ngu dwdi anh mat
troi bi danh thitc day. Khi nhin thdy ctra hadu cia mot ctra hiéu, ching lao
nhanh qua d6 va lot ngay vao mot nha kho. Mot noi t6i om va day bui bam,
Dan bat dau thay kho tha.

“Dung ong hit di,” Amy nhac né.

“N6... nam... trong tui xach tay... cia Nellie,” Dan kho khé bat ra tirng
t* mot. N6 ghét cai cam gidc nay. Nhu thé c6 ai d6 dang xoan hai 14 phoi
cta no lai. Va diéu dé lai hay xdy ra ding vao nhitng thdi diém t6i té nhat.

“Pung lac qua nhi. Pi nao.”

Amy vGi va dat Dan ra khoi nha kho bui bam, di vao trong ctra hiéu.

Noi day sang sua, thong thoang, v6i nhitng bo ao cta vii cong mua bung
sdc sO duoc treo 1én tran nha.
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“Xin chao quy khach! Hai c6 cdu dang tim mdy bd do via ding
khong? Toi sé dé gia hoi cho!”

“Khong phai mau toi thich! Nhung du sao cling cam on ong!” Dan
vlra chay vura tra 10i ong ta.

Xubng mot con dudng ngoan ngoeo nita, réi lai mdt con dwong khac.
Cudi cung, Amy ra hiéu dirng lai.

“Ta da cat dubi mu ta roi.”

“Tam thoi lic nay théi.” Dan chdp ldy khuyu tay chi n6. “Amy, nhin
kia.”

Céach do chi vai thudc, ca hai thdy mét bién hieu: SAKHE T

Mot bite twgng dirng tro troi bén trong mot ctra kinh trang tri bang tam
réem dé nhin rat cai lwong. Puwgc lam tir da xanh véi mot chiéc dau su t,
bttc twgng ditng thang day kiéu hanh.

Dan va Amy dwa mat nhin nhau. Khong n6i mot 101, ca hai x6ng ngay
vao ben trong ctra hiéu.

Ching budc thang mot mach dén bén twgng than Sakhet. R6 rang no
da rat cli ky. Bé mat twgng mon lan va mot tai st da bi mé.

Ong chu cta hiu gay nhing, mic quan tay den 4o tring, bd dang x&i
16i, ao dén cho ching. “Quy khéch thich mén hang dé phai khong? Biic
twong nay rat dep. Hang xin, khong phai do nhai dau. Trudc kia la cta
chinh Napoleon[1] ddy,” ong ta n6i lién thoang. “Ca hai that c6 con mat
tinh twong.”
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[1] Napoléon Bonaparte, 1789-1821, twéng cua Cdch mang Phdp, vé
sau tré thanh nha cai tri nuéc Phdp. Ong duoc biét dén nhw mét trong
nhitng nha ldnh dao qudn sv vi dai nhdt thé gidi, chinh phuc rdt nhiéu viing
dat & chdau Au.

“Napoleon? Chang phai do la tén mot mon banh ctia Y sao?” Dan thac
mac. “Loai c6 nhan mém va dinh dinh ay?”

Amy trgn tron mat. “Em mdi la cdi d6 mém - ma mém ndo dé.
Napoleon la hoang dé nwéc Phap. Nhé ra chwa, 6ng chinh la nguoi da
chinh phuc ca thé giéi d6? Ta da thdy anh ctia 6ng trong can ci chi toc
Lucian khi con & Paris day! Ong &y ciing 1a ngudi dong ho Cahill. Mot
trong nhitng to tién cua ching ta.”

Chi toc Lucian ctia dong ho Cahill s¢ hitu mot ban nang chién lwgc
phi thwong. Tat nhién quyeén lyc cta ho sau nay da ram ro tré thanh nhitng
tro vat ban thiu cda hai anh em Ian va Natalie Kabra, va ca & nguoi Nga
dién khung Irina Spasky.

“Néu 0ng ay da chon bitc twgng Sakhet nay thi c6 thé né cling quan
trong nhi?” Dan noi.

“Khong dé dang thé dau,” Amy tra 1oi.

“Tai sao khong cht, trong khi moi thit khac déu qua phitc tap?” Dan
1y su.

Ong chu ctra hiéu cao giong, c6 16i ca hai trd lai cudéc mac ca. “Toi
thdy hai c6 cau thich né. Bung nhu thé, Napoleon c6 rat nhiéu kho bau.
Mot s6 di dugc mang vé Phép, s6 khac con ndm lai day.” Ong cham tay
vao btc tvgng va vudt ve nd. “Cha me cta hai ¢6 cdu c6 di cung khong?
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Toi sé dé lai cho cO cau véi gia tot nhat. Toi la cha ctta hiéu cao cap &
Cairo nay.”

“Khong dau, cam on ong.” Dan tra 10i. Khi con ¢ My, no da la mot
nha swu tam. No thita biét cach mac ca tot nhat do la gid vo rang minh
chang thém quan tam. “Thoi nao, Amy. Minh hay tim tiép di. Nhung tai sao
Napoleon lai c6 may thit nay ¢ Ai Cap chi?”

“Napoleon da xam lvge Ai Cap nam 1798,” Amy gidi thich.

“Cha, c0O gdi tré nay ranh lich st day. T6i sé cam thdy ty hao biét bao
néu bitc trgng ndy ndm trong doi tay tuyét voi ctia cd dy. Gui ¢6.” Ong ta
trao buc twong cho Amy.

Cam giac that la khi cham tay vao mot mén gi d6 qua c6 xwa. Mot thir
ma chinh Napoleon da tirng cham tay vao. Rat doi thwong xuyén, Amy cam
thay run 1én vi vui swéng truedc y nghi vé moi lién hé mau mu cta minh nhw
mot sgi day gan véi hang loat nhitng ca nhan kiét xudt. Napoleon chang
han!

“Gia chi hai ngan théi,” 6ng noi tiép.

Amy nhay dyng lén. “Hai ngan do6 v?”

“V6i co day thi chi mot ngan rudi thoi. Co nguoi ¢ bao tang Cairo da
dé mat dén bic twgng va 6ng ay sé quay lai day vao lic bon gio.”

“To6i cha tin dau, Abdul.”
Amy ngodanh lai. N6 thdy mdt ngudi cao déng, téc vang dang xem

hang & gbc bén kia ctta hiéu. N6 da khéng nhan ra khi anh chang nay tién
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dén gan. Anh ta chitng ngoai hai mwoi. Mdc do thun, quan so6c kaki, mang
xang dan. B6i mat mau xanh 14 s6ng dong nodi bat trén lan da ram nang.

“Trwr phi cai tay d6 dang tim mot mon trang sitc ré tién dé trang tri cho
moc chia khoa ctia han,” anh ta néi bang giong Anh.

Anh ta lay birc twgng Sakhet khéi tay Amy. “T6i doan nién dai cia
no... o 1é la tv nam 2007, phai khong?”

“Cau Theo a, that sy la cdu da lam r6i,” 6ng chu ctra hiéu cwdi mién
cudng. “Day la do that, tdi cam doan vdi cau.”

“Dep vu bao ddm sang mot bén, t6i cho rang 6ng dang c6 du do hai c6
cau tré tudi nay vao mot chuyén tau c6 vat dém tdc hanh,” anh chang c6 tén
Theo noi tiép.

“Ong 4y noéi 1a Napoleon titng s hitu n6,” Dan noéi.

“Co 18 dung day,” Theo dap. “Joe Napoleon duGi pho la chi mét nha
hang Y rat hoanh trang.”

“Em dd néi v6i chi Napoleon 1a nguwdi Y ma,” Dan néi véi Amy,
giong ké ca.

“That ra ong ay sinh & ddo Corsica[2],” Theo giai thich. “Hai nhéc
muon xem hét ctra hiéu nay khong?”

[2] Hoang dé Napoleon du la vua nuéc Phdp nhung lai la nguoi goc
Y. Ong sinh tai ddo Corsica, ndm giita Phdp va Y.

“Khong can dau,” Abdul voi va néi. “T6i thady minh khong c6 cai ma
hai c6 cau muon. C6 1é moi nguwdi sé tim thdy né & quay bén canh. Con bay
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gio da dén gio toi dung tra, do dé...”

Theo buwdc nhanh qua 6ng ta, kéo tdm man day sang mot bén. Trén
mot chiéc ban dai, c6 nhiéu nguwdi thg dang hi hui lam viéc. Amy nhén
chén 1én dé nhin thi 6ng chu ra sttc ngan con bé lai. Pam thg dang dung
ban chai sat va gidy nham dé ky co mot loat cac biéc twgng giong nhu twgng
than Sakhet. Ho cha nham va chéi bang ban chaéi dé ching tréng nhu da cd.

Abdul nhin vai. “Thoi ma, ciing 1a vi ké sinh nhai th6i.”

“Cha hai gi ai cd,” Theo noi thém.

Vira lic d6, Dan chdp ngay lay canh tay Amy. Irina dang quan sat
ching qua 6 ctra s6, mat sa sam lai.

Theo dé y thdy su canh gidc cua tui nd. “La ai d6? Me cua hai nhéc u?
“Chi 1a mot ngwoi di theo doan. Ba ay cuc ky ky cuc,” Amy tra 10i.

“Luc nao ba ta cling bam theo tui em,” Dan tiép 10i. “C6 dwong nao
khac dé ra khoi day khong a?”

“Co6 mot diéu ma hai em nén biét vé toi day,” Theo no6i. “Toi ludn biét
dwong thoat.”

Tiéng chuong dong ngoai cira reo lén ciing la lic cd ba lao qua tdm
man che tim duwong tau thoat.

Lan nay dé dang hon. Hai chi em n6 chi phai di theo Theo. Anh chang

di chuyén nhanh nhen va thuan thuc qua mét mé cung hém bé xiu. Cu6i
cung, ca ba dirng lai nghi chan & cong vom dan vao khu chg.
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“To6i nghi ca hai gio da an toan,” Theo noi. “To6i kéu mot chiéc taxi
chd hai em vé khach san nhé?”

“Ching em da lac mat chi au pair r6i,” Dan néi. “Ching em phai tim
chi ay. Co ma ta dang ¢ dau thé nay?”

“Hay quay lai noi xudt phat di nao. Hai dita em r&i khéi chi au pair &
dau?”

Amy cau may. “O canh noi ban gia vi phai khong nhi?”

“Oké, nhv thé cling phan nao dé hinh dung hon. Tui em con nhé gi
khac khong?”

Dan nhidm mét. “Mot tdm bién mau vang c6 viét chi* A Rap mau nau
sam. Ba hang gié gia vi, cac loai qua hach thi nam trong dam x6 mau xanh
1a. Chu ctra hiéu c6 rau quai nén va noét ruéi bén ma trai. Ctra hiéu & ké bén
ban trai cdy, cha la mot tay gay tong teo doi non do, miéng ci la toang 1én,

“Luu day, lyu day!”

Theo nhuwéng may ngac nhién nhin Amy. “Lic nao thang bé cling nhw
thé nay sao?”

“Vang, 24 tren 24 gio a.”
Ca hai tiép tuc di cung Theo qua chg, nhung van canh giac Irina.
“Anh la nguoi ¢ day a?” Amy hoi luc ho len 16i qua dam dong.

“Sang Anh hoc dai hoc, nhwng quay vé va & luon tir dé cho dén nay.”
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“Han la anh thong thao hét moi dwong sa quanh day nhi?” Amy tham
do.

“Luc tredc, toi la hwéng dan vién du lich,” Theo dap. Anh mim cuwoi
v&i Amy, va bat gidc con bé nhan ra anh chang nay rat chi la wa nhin.

Mot Nellie v6i con gian boc khoéi nghi ngit dang chd bén ngoai quay
ban gia vi chd hai dita da bé di. Chiéc tui lwgi léen day cac goi gia vi treo
ton ten trén c6 tay c6 nang. Tui vai ctia Dan nam & duGi chan Nellie, va tti
ctia ¢6 nang cong thém mot tii nylon khéng 16 mwon cta lao Alistair chat
1én trén cung. Con Saladin meo meo bitc boi ¢ trong 16ng. Nellie sttng so
lao dén cho tui no.

“Hai dita da di dau thé ha? Chi nghi hai dita bi bat c6c mat r6i ché!”
Bat chot, Nellie trong thdy Theo. Co nang “phanh” miéng ngay tap lu, dua
mat ngam anh chang ho6i 1au, t&* mai téc vang 6ng trén dau cho dén cac
ngon chan an nang. “0..., x-xin chao Indiana Jones[3],” co6 nang thot 1én,
nghe nhu thé tiéng con Saladin moi khi phat hién ra mot miéng phi 1é ca
hong trong bat thitc an cta no.

T Iic bi hai diva bo lai, Nellie chi con biét lao vao cong cudc mua va
sam. Choang ra bén chiéc 4o thun den c6 nang dang mdc la mot tam vai
mong thom mui odi hwong quan quanh nguwdi, lam thanh mot chiéc 4o
tunic[4]. Phan kohl[5] mau den vién quanh mat, v6i nhiéu sgi cwedm quan
quanh canh tay co, tir o tay lén dén khuyu tay. Mi mat c6 nang ciling dugc
trét mau vang. Nellie trong nhu vira thoat khoi mot dong hip hop.

“Oi, xin chao Mary Poppins[6],” anh chang dap bang mot cai cwoi toe
toét.

[3] Nhan vdt chinh, la mét tién si khdo c6 hoc, trong series phim phiéu
[wu hanh dong an khach cua My.
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[4] Mot logi do dai that ngang luwng khong co 6ng tay, trum dén tdn
dau goi va doi khi kem theo ddy lwng nhv trang phuc ctua nguoi Hy Lapa
Ma co.

[5] Loai phdn ké mdit ctia nguoi A Rap.

[6] Nhadn vat chinh trong bo sach “Mary Poppins cua tdac gia Mary
Travers, co phép thudt va la mot vu nuoi.

“Trang phooc do6. T6i tram phan tram hgp vdi cai tén ay,” Nellie dap,
chia tay ra cho Theo. “T0i la Nellie Gomez.”

“Toi la Theo Cotter.”

Dan tron mat ngac nhién khi thay tay Nellie nam lai trong tay Theo lau
hon mdt cai bat tay thong thwong. Cé phai Nellie that tinh dang then thiing
khong nhi? N6 khong cho 1a ¢6 nang biét chit then viét ra sao.

“Anh Theo da gitp ching em khoi phai mua mot mén c6 vat vo gia tri
vira md&i dugce ché tac tt hom qua,” Amy noi.

Theo nhun vai. “Rui thay, hai dita em da lot vao mot trong nhitng cai
bay té hai nhat danh cho du khach quanh day. T6i c6 thé dan moi nguwoi dén
nhitng noi dang tin hon néu thich,” anh chang dap, mat van dan vao Nellie.

“Vay thi qua tuyét,” Nellie thot 1én, c nhw 1a Theo vira dé nghi sé dan
cd nang di xem cac bi mat caa vii tru khong bang.

“Em nghi ta nén vé khach san,” Amy n6i. Theo c6 vé vo hai day,

nhung vi sao ching nén tin twéng anh ta ch¥? Hon nita, ca ba nguoi bon ho
cling khong c6 thoi gian dé ma phung phi. Trwdc khi rdi Seoul, ho da tim
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thdy mot thé khach thwong xuyén trong phong ngu cua Alistair. Dan da
nhét chiéc thé vao tdi quan va ho da dung né dé dat phong & mét khach san
c6 tén la Excelsior. Amy rat muén nhan phong dé con bé cé thoi gian tinh
toan duwong di nwdc budc tiép theo. Tat ca moi chuyén dang dién ra qua
nhanh.

Theo xach gitup Nellie may chiéc tii. “Em an twgng vé Napoleon phai
khong?” Anh chang néi v6i Amy. “Em c6 biét khi sang xa Ai Cap, ong ta
cling mang theo nhitng hoc gia, nhitng nha khao c6 hoc va ca nghé si dé
nghién cttu vé dat nuwdc nay khong?”

Ai cha, nhu thé chédng phdi rét la Lucian hay sao, Dan thim nghi.

“Ngoi nha noi tredc day cac hoc gid song nay la mot vién bdo tang.
T6i c6 quen nguwdi giam tuyén[7] ¢ do6.”

[7] Curator, tiéng Anh, la nguoi qudn ly va ditng ra t6 chirc cdc trién
Iam, thuong thién vé nghé thudt.

Ai cha, Dan nghi. Chi né chi can nghe dugc chit bdo tang 1a bit dau
thém nho dai. Lam thé chang khac nao dw d tredc mat con bé mot chiéc
banh socdla hanh nhan vdi suat dip kem vay.

“N6 & gan day khong a?” Amy hao hic héi. Co 1€ né nén nghi lai. Néu
nhw ng6i nha dy van con, biét dau chiing sé tim thay thit gi d6 c6 thé dan

dén mo6t manh moi.

“QO Cairo ndy thi ching c6 noi nao 1a qua xa ca,” Theo dap. “P6 14 tda
nha Sennari. O ngay trén duong Haret Monge.”

“Phai r6i. Ching em biét ma,” Dan noi.
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“Thé nhé, t6i sé don mot chiéc taxi.”

Theo quay ngudi va dan ca ba dén mot con pho trung tam dong duc.
Néu con phd rong rinh nay cé céac lan duong thi Dan ciling khéng sao nhin
thdy ching dugc. Xe co c chen lic nhic vao cac khoang khong bé xiu, cat
ngang dau cac xe tai chd hang, hodc tang toc vot nhanh khi c6 den dé, bam
sat theo dudi xe buyt, tat ca lam thanh mot ban giao hwdng cua tiéng coi xe
va tiéng la hét. Amy, Dan va Nellie dwa mat nhin nhau. Ho khéng tuéng
twgng duwgce lam thé nao dé tim mot chiéc taxi ngay gitta cai dam bat nhao
nay.

Theo diém tinh bwéc ra ngoai duwong, gio mot tay 1én, va thé la mot
chiéc taxi tap ngay vao lé.

“Hai dta thay chwa?” Nellie ngac nhién. “Anh chang nay dich thj la
Indiana Jones.”
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CHUONG 3

KHI HQO DAT CHAN DEN TOA NHA SENNARI, Theo quing mot
ndm tién gidy cho tay tai xé& va néi vai tit bing tiéng A Rap. “Baksheesh,”
nguoi tai xé noi vGi ching.

“Gesundheit[1],” Dan noi.
[1] “Chiic 6ng strc khée”, tiéng Dirc.

Theo cudi toe toét. “Khong phai, Baksheesh nghia la tién boa. Gig thi
ong ta sé cho chung ta.”

Theo di 1én phia trudc sanh budc cung Nellie, con Dan quay sang
Amy.

“Khong phéi em khong hao hitng véi cai vu lai tiép tuc 1& chan vao
mot bdo tang, nhwng ma that sy thi minh dang kiém gi vay?”

“Chi cling khong biét,” Amy thtra nhan.
“Sv lién hé v6i Napoleon duong nhw hoi bi... m... phiéu day nhi!”

“Chi hiéu. N6 khong r6 rang cho lam. Nhuwng ching ta cling chang c6
gi nhiéu dé xem xét hoi & Philadelphia, Paris, Vienna, Salzburg, Venice,
Tokyo va ca & Seoul nita. Thé ma ching ta van c6 xoay x@ tim ra cac manh
moi day thoi. Hai dita minh déu biét Napoleon la mot Lucian. Ching ta cho
rang & Ai Cap sé c6 mot manh moi. Do vay néu ong ay da tim ra no, hay
tim thdy mét cdi gi do, han la 6ng dy da dé lai day mot ggi y nao dé cho
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nhitng ngwoi nha Lucian khac.” color="black">
“Sé rat hay ho néu cubm mot cai gi d6 ngay trwdc miii dong chi Irina day,”
Dan khang dinh.

Theo nang nac doi mua vé cho ca nhém. Ho di qua mot canh cita nho
dan vao mét khoanh san. Nhitng cay cha la nhé va nhitng bui cay nd hoa do
du khong tao ra da bong ram van cho ta cam giac mat mé. Ngay & chinh
gitta san la mot dai phun nudc.

“Toa nha Sennari dwgc xay nam 1794,” Theo thuyét minh cho moi
nguwoi. “DPay 1a mot dién hinh cho kién tric xdy dung Hoi gido ban dia,
duwgc xay xung quanh mot khoanh san @ trung tam, goi la sahn. T6i tin rang
noi day c6 mot trong nhitng ctta s6 mashrabeya dep vao bac nhat Cairo.”

“D6 chinh la cac tdm go diéu khac trén ctta s6,” Amy chi tay giai
thich.

“Chinh cac hoc gia ctia Napoleon da khai sinh ra nganh Ai Cap hoc @
phuwong Tay,” Theo tiép tuc. “Khi cac céng trinh ctia ho dugc cong bo, né
da tao ra mot con s6t trén khdp chau Au veé tat ca nhitng thit ciia ngudi Ai

»

Cap.
“That 1a tha vi,” Nellie noi.

“Em ciing hoi hop day né,” Dan néi chen vao. Nellie giam ngay 1én
chan no.

“Ngay tredc ho da td6 chirc mot trién lam c6 dinh bo swu tap cha
Napoleon, nhung dén nam 1926 ho da don di,” Theo néi ti€p. “Toa nha da
dwgc cai tao vao nhitng nam 1990. Hién nay & day ngwoi ta van con lwu gite
nhiéu hién vat dét va gom sit.”
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Dan nam vat 40 Amy khién con bé khong thé bam theo Theo va Nellie
trong khi ho doi di. Néu né khong dirng Amy lai, chi n6 sé danh ra hang
gio lién trong mot cai thw vién cii ky, day bui bam cot chi dé nhoi vao dau
nhitng thong tin hoan toan vo bé.

“Nay, chung ta con viéc phai lam do,” n6 noi v6i Amy. “Chung ta nén
bat dau tir dau nao?”

“Chi doan la chi can di rdo m6t vong quan sat nhitng gi c6 vé van la
nguyén ban cua toa nha

“Oké, chuwra hoan toan la mot ké hoach, nhung dau sao van la mot ké
hoach.”

Hai dita di kham pha toan bo toa nha, nhung rat khé biét duwgc dau la
cho van con nguyén ven va dau la noi da dugce trung tu hay tai thiét. Cudi
cung, tui né tim thdy mot cau thang bang da cii ky dan nguwgc trd lai khoanh
san.

“Téat ca bon chi Lucian déu la nhitng ga Napoleon loat choat,” Dan lau
bau. “Hay nhin Ian va Natalie xem. Chi la hai dita nhéoc giau c6 lau ca. Con
dong chi Irina? Lai mot & khon 16i c6 con mat bi giat giat. Napoleon u? Han
cling lai 1a mot tay khon 10i c6 trong tay mot dao quan.”

“Xin cdm on gido sw da c6 mot bai giang khai nhan vé chién tranh
Napoleon,” Amy mia mai. “Hay nhin cac hinh diéu khac & kia xem! Theo
néi ding ddy. Nhitng tdm binh phong that tuyét voi. Va hay nhin cac vién
gach lat 1ong lay & day nita nay,” Amy vira néi vira lwét ban tay doc theo
btrc twong.

“Nghe hét nhw Ian Kabra. Chi c6 nhé hoi thang d6 n6i han thich
khung ctra s6 nha 6ng Alistair khong?” Mat Amy lap titc sa sam lai. Chac,
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thang nhéc da nhac dén cdi tén ay. Moi lan no bat ra cai tén nay, Amy lai c6
bd mat bi xi kiéu hu hu, con chudt hamster nha tui chét réi. That ngac
nhién la mot con bé mwdi bon tudi chi hoi bat binh thwong doi chit lai mé
tit mot ga di hgm thw thiét. Dan nghi - a, né hy vong thi dung hon - 1a chi
minh phéi ngon lanh hon thé chi.

B0 madt tham ndo cua Amy bong chuyén sang vé ngac nhién. Con bé
chi vao mot vien gach. “Nhin xem no quen khong nay?”

Dan ng6i xdm xuong. “Pay la gia huy cua chi Lucian!” Gia huy dugc
an vao bén trong hoa tiét, nhung né van nhan ra duwgc. “Chi c6 duy nhat
vien nay thoi.”

“Chac han phdi c6 manh méi nao ¢ day!” Amy n6i vé phan khich. “Cé
1& bén dudi né cé gi d6.” Con bé thir an vao hinh gia huy, r6i an vao bon

’

goc.

“N6 da nam day hon hai tram nam r6i,” Dan n6i. “Chac la n6 can déi
chut gitip d6.” Thang bé rut trong tii ra mdt con dao bam. Ro6i né nhét 1wdi
dao vao mép vita vién gach. “Néu em co thé...”

“Dan! Minh dang & trong mot bdo tang day!”

“Tang thi tang cho.”

“L0o nguwoi ta thay thi sao!”

“Thi tot nhat la chi di canh chirng di,” Dan lau bau an con dao vao sau
hon bén trong. N6 c6 cam giac vién gach dang long dan ra. Thang nhéc

cling nghe tiéng bwdc chan cia Amy let quet rgi di. Chi n6 that biét tuan
theo luat 1é. D6i khi nhw thé dwgce viéc ra phét.
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N6 an con dao vao sau hon nita va cay vién gach ra ngoai. Cu6i cung
né da nhét dugc ngon tay ra dang sau mot ké hd. Dan can trong kéo né ra.
Vién gach roi ra ngoai, thang vao tay n6. Phia sau bttc twong gio day la mot
cai 16 hep. Dan cho tay vao bén trong, mong sao ngon tay cua né khong v&
phdi mot con con trung Ai Cap dang s¢ nao dé dang ngoe ngudy thay vi
mot manh moi.

Nhuwng ngon tay no lai cham vao mot vat gi do tron lang co hinh tron.
N6 rat ra mot chiéc 6ng nhé bang da.

“May nghi may dang lam cai gi thé ha?”

MGt tiéng rong vang 1én lam Dan suyt nita danh roi chiéc 6ng. Khi
mot nguwoi dan 6ng Ai Cap mdc vest xam t¥ dwdi cau thang budc lén quat
to v6i no, Dan gidu chiéc 6ng ra sau lung. Dang di cta ga phuc phich, nén
c6 1é cling chang ldy gi lam hao hitng khi tréo dén ch6 Dan. Nhung xem
chtrng ga ta la m6t nhan vién trong bao tang. Va ga dang cam trong tay mot
moén bo dam gi do co thé goi canh bdo vé dan don tia dén trong tich tac.

Ba chi canh chtrng mdi tuyét lam sao, ba chi a.

Thang bé nghe tiéng chan Amy hoi ha sau lvng né trén cac bac thang.
“0, c-c-ca...” n6 nghe tiéng chi minh lap bap. Cling nhw moi lan, ndo cta
Amy bi déng bang méi khi trong thdy bong dang ngwoi thi hanh cong vu.

Nhung Dan da bat dau quen véi viéc gap gd v6i dam nguoi 16n cau
kinh. Bat dau la ti* 40 day mam non ctia n6, c6 Woolsey, va tiép tuc véi cac
gia su, roi giao vién my thuat (hdy yéu quy tam dp phich vé tay kia!), roi thi
hiéu trwdng, s& phong chdy chita chdy Boston. Ga nay ciling dé nhu bdn
thoi ma.
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Thé ro6i Dan suc nhd n6 dang & mot quoc gia khac. Noi dé cé nha tu.
Co6 khi nao ho quang mét dita nhéc 11 tudi vao tu ¢ Ai Cap khong nhi?

Ga ta nheo mat. “May gidu vat gi dang sau lung d6?”

“Da thwa chu, cai nay roi tw birc twong ra a.” Dan gio viéen gach len
bang mot tay. Sau lwng, trong tay né van dang cam chiéc ong.

“Nhirng vién gach nay la nguyén goc cta toa nha nay ddy! Ching rat
dé vo!”

“D6 chinh la diéu chau muon néi,” Dan dap lai vé rat hop ly. N6 an
tam khi cam thdy Amy da chop dwgc chiéc 6ng. “Vién gach nay da roi
xuong.” Dan van gio n6 1én. “Chd muon lay n6 khong?”

“Chang trai a, cau dam...”

Dan tung vien gach lén khong trung.

N6 cé du thoi gian dé kham phuc s kién quyét dén kinh ngac cua tay
bao vé khi ga lao vé phia trueéc dé tém lay vién gach, véi vé mat day hoang

hét. R6i né tréo 1én cac bac thang, bAm sau Amy.

“Chi thdy ga ta khong?” Dan thé hon hén. “Tay nay choi canh phai
cho ddi Red Sox dugc do!”

“Udc gi,” Amy néi khong ra hoi, “em dirng c6... ném ba cai... d6 an
trom nhu thé!”

Hai dita nghe tiéng budc chan nén thinh thich phia sau khi nhitng tay
bdo vé khac da gia nhap cudc rugt dudi. Ca hai voi va ré sang phai va phi
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that nhanh xuéng mot hanh lang hep. Dan 1én mo6t can phong nho, ném
binh phong ra phia sau lung va tréo ra ngoai lan can.

“Khong cao lam dau chi,” Dan bdo Amy. “Véi lai, chi cling nén thao
ngon nghé nay di.”

“Chi chdng muo6n thao moén nay teo nao,” Amy nghién rang, tho mot
chén ra ngoai lan can. “Chi mu6n minh gioéi cai khodn nghién cttu trong thw
vién kia.” Con bé dwa not chan con lai qua. “Roi truwgt bang.” Amy ha
ngwoi xuong thap, van con bam vao lan can, mat nham nghién. “Lam banh
socola ntra...”

“Tha tay ra nao!” Dan hét to, va Amy tha ra. Tiép theo la Dan.

N6 cam nhan dwgc nén da trong san rung lén lan dén tan xwong mat
ca. Dan khong nghi no lai dau... dén nhw thé. Amy thi ngd nhao va lan 16ng
16c trén dat. Con bé nhin n6 day vé sg sét. Dan gat dau ra hiéu cho Amy

biét n6 van on.

C6 ai d6 la hét bing tiéng A Rap phia trén dau chiing. Dan khong can
tGi phién dich. Chac chan la ga nay khong lay gi lam vui vé roi.

“Hai dita em dang lam gi duéi do thé?” Nellie lao ra ti* mot can phong
dan xudng khoanh san. “Va bon em c6 thay nha vé sinh nit & dau khong?”

Khéng thot 1én 101, hai dita tré lao vé phia Nellie, vong tay 6m lay
nguoi co va 16i co nang ra ctra chinh.

Nhitng ga bao vé da ra dén san va bat dau rugt theo chiing.

“Qi troi a, dirng néi vé6i chi 1a lai nhw thé nita chi. Ping 1am thé nita!”
Nellie rén ri.
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“La ray gi do6 thi dé sau di. Gio hdy chay mau!”

“Xin 16i cac vi! Ching t6i yéu dat nwéc xinh dep cta cac vi lam!”
Nellie la 1én.

Ca ba bang qua ctra chinh trong khi tiéng la hét vang khap khodnh san
phia sau lwng ching. Chiéc taxi van dang cho, thé 1a ho nhdy ngay vao
trong xe.

“Pi dau?” tai xé hai trong khi khéi dong x

“Cu chay di, di nao!” Nellie la to.

“Di, di, di” tai xé hét 1én giong day vui swéng, an ga va lam cho ca ba
ban vot Ién nhw sap stta xuyén qua néc xe. “Toi yéu nguwoi My qua di mat!”
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CHUONG 4

NGAY LUC CHIEC TAXI hoa vao dong xe c¢6 cudn cudn trén phd
chinh va tui né doan chac khong con ai dudi theo chiing, Nellie néi cho tai
x€ biét tén khach san. R6i c6 lai nga nguwoi trén ghé va thd dai nudi tiéc.

“Hai da tui em thiéu ng chi, ng to day. Chi vira bo lai mét anh ban
tam giao dai co cho chi tir nha vé sinh nit quay lai.”

“Chi yén tam,” Dan noi. “Chi sé ludon c6 mon dau khtc.”
“Pau khau,” Nellie chinh lai.

“Sé den bu cho chi ma,” Amy néi. “Nhung ching em ciing tim thdy
mot thi.”

Amy lay chiéc 6ng ra. N6 van cac khép noi cii k§j da mon lan va m&
phan nap ra. Chui ngugc chiéc 6ng xudng, con bé lac nhe. Ca ba ngac nhién
khi trong thdy mot manh gidy da cudn tron tir trong 6ng roi vao long ban

tay Amy.

D6 la mot manh gidy kho queo, cac géc da gion rum. N6 méng manh
dén n6i Amy tham chi con khong dam pha hai thd cia minh 1én do.

“Em nghi day la mot 14 thu c6 xwa,” con bé néi. “Hay it nhat cling la
mot phan ctia mot 14 thw.” Amy cham cham mé né ra.

Dan lau bau. “Pirng 1a tiéng Phap nita day!”
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“Chi c6 dich dugc khong?” Amy hoi Nellie.

“Nhan danh vinh quanh Iitng lay ctia hdu dué Luke va Hoang dg,
manh moi hién dang trén duong vé dén cung dién cu...” Nellie dirng lai, ha
cap kinh ram xu6ng dé nhin ro hon. “‘...du la Paris’?” Cuta Paris a? Khong
phai. Trt treong hgp L 1a chit viét tat cta tén ai do.

“Vay L la ai nhi?” Dan ty héi.

“Cha cha, c6 hang ha sa so6 nhitng 6ng vua nwdc Phap cé tén Louis,”
Nellie néi. “Mot 6ng bi x¥ trdm, nhwng 6ng dy c6 mot cung dién tén la
Versailles[1].”

[1] Tirc vua Louis XVI (1754 - 1793).

“Gi thi gi, da c6 mot manh moi dugc nguwdi cta chi Lucian chuyén dén
mot toa lau dai nao d6,” Amy noéi. “Nhung em ciling dang thac mac B.D la
nguoi nao.” Con bé thd dai. “Ban ndy em ct hy vong day la mot thong diép

t Napoleon kia day.”

“Nhu thé c6 nghia 1a manh mdi cta ching ta hién dang & Paris sao?”
Dan tw hoi.
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Amy can than dat manh gidy vao tii deo hong. “Néu ching ta tiép tuc
tim kiém, chang sém thi muon sé hiéu ra tho6i.”

Qué chuyén tam vao 14 thv dén noi ca ba khong hé biét tir khi nao
chiéc taxi da tach khoi con phé chinh va ré vao mot khu vue yén tinh hon.
Nhitng cady co xép hang dai chay doc theo hai bén dai 16. Hoa gidy r6 n&
nhitng sic tim sic hong. “Ai cha cha,” Nellie thot 1én, c6 nang ha mot bén
ctrta s6 xudng va tho dau ra ngoai dé hit thd khong khi. “Chi ngti c6 mui
nguoi giau ¢ day.”

Chiéc taxi ré vao mot 16i danh cho xe chay vao nha, dai ngoan ngoéo.
Khach san hién ra trwedc mat trong sy kinh ngac cia Amy va Nellie, con
Dan mung rd reo to, “Tuyét cd meo!”

Do 1a mot toa biét thy mau trang trong that nguy nga. Nhitng bai cé
xanh um trai dai dén tan mat tién. Mot cap vg chong trong bd do choang
bong cham cham di qua mo6t san nam & bén héng toa nha dé dén ho boi
mau xanh ngoc bich. Cau bé gac ho chay theo mdi céa hai vao léu thay do.
Pam boi ban thoan thoat di qua nhitng chiéc ghé, tay gitt thang bang cac
khay dung thitc uéng. Phia bén kia dong song Nile, noi bat gitta khodng
khong mau vang la hinh dang cuaa ba kim ty thap Giza hung vi, trong tua
nhu mot gidc mo.

Nellie huyt sdo. “Pay dich xac la 16i song ma chi da san sang thich
nghi.”

“Lam sao ta trd tién noi chi¥?” Amy e ngai.

“Chung ta van con c6 tién cua bon Kabra,” Nellie néi. “Ma gio n6 da
hoan toan thudc vé tay chiing ta. Tién ching ta kiém ra ma.”
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“Pung thé,” Amy dap, tam tri n6 hoi twdng lai tro ltra ddo cta Ian.
Ngay tir dau, 6ng Mclntyre, luat su riéng ctia Grace, da nhac ching chd cé
tin ai. L& ra con bé khdng bao gi&? dwgc quén diéu d6. Ay thé ma né da nhin
vao doi mat den sam cua Ian, d@ mé mét nhitng 10i thang nho6c néi ra. Ngu
ngoc, rat ngu ngéc Amy a. Con bé khong gap khé khan gi véi bai hoc &
treong. Nhung moi khi dung dén cam xuc trong doi that, Amy chi dugc
diém 1.

“Du sao ching ta cling sé nhanh choéng tiéu hét tién & mot chon nhw
thé nay thoi,” Nellie n6i. “Co 1€ nén tim thit mot khach san khac di.”

Nhung chiéc taxi da dirng lai. Mot vién gac cong an mac loe loet lao
dén méd ctra xe. C6 thém mdot nguwdi khac dén lay hanh ly. Trudce khi kip
ngan ho lai thi cd ba da dwgc maoi ra khoi xe va tay tai xé da quay trd lai 16i
danh cho 06to.

Ngudi gac cong treo dam balo cii son, gio xach ta toi cia ca ba 1én xe
day ctt nhu thé chiing la nhitng hanh 1y sang trong. Ciing chang ai them liéc

nhin nhitng chiéc do thun va quan jeans nhau nat ctia bon ho lay mot cai.

dén khach san Excelsior,” nguwdi gac cong dau tién 1én tiéng. “Xin hay
theo t0i.”

Ca ba di theo, vira di Nellie vira lam gon toc tai lai, Amy thi cho ao
vao quan, con Dan c6 chop lay chiéc balé dang dé trén xe day.

Lai c6 thém nhitng nu cwoi that twoi tr nhan vién quay tiép tan. Mot
quy ong lich 1am, voc dang gon gang vay tay chao ca ba. “Chao mirng quy

khach dén khach san Excelsior. Xin phép cho t6i biét quy danh ctia cac vi?”

“0...,” Nellie lting buing.
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“Oh...,” Dan noéi.
“Thwa, Oh sao?”
“Oh,” Dan khang dinh.

“Rat ti€c, ching t6i khong thay tén quy vi trong danh sach dat phong,”
nguwoi dan ong kiém tra trén mady tinh. “T6i c6 thé gidi thiéu vGi quy vi
nhiéu khach san khéc... Xin thi 16i,” anh ta néi trong Iic chuéng dién thoai
reo. Sau khi nghe dién thoai mot luc, dang nguwdi cua anh cang luc cang
nghiém trang. R6i anh ta quay sang nhin ca bon, nhin vai, doan néi khé
vao 6ng nghe: “O, tit nhién roi thwa ngai. Toi sé thu xép ngay day a.” Gac
ong nghe, anh quay trd lai man hinh mdy tinh. “Ho Oh. Chéc chén rdi. Ong
Oh da dat phong. Ching t6i da danh san phong cao cap Aswan, nhu moi
khi, cho quy vi.”

“Phong cao cdp sao?” Amy thot 1én.

“Tét nhién véi gia da giam chi danh cho ngudi trong gia dinh nhw moi
khi, thwa c6,” anh ta néi thém. R6i sau d6 day to dang ky cho Nellie. “Xin
quy c6 vui long ky tén vao.”

Amy liéc nhin gia phong. Ngac nhién lam sao, gia chang cao hon mét
khach san ré tién @ Paris 1a bao. Nellie ky vao va ngwoi tiép tan trao cho ho
ba thé chia khoa.

Anh duwén ngudi 1én dé rung chudng bao.

“Nhan vién sé dan quy vi lén lau.”

“Giam gia cho nguoi trong gia dinh la sao?” Amy kéu 1én vi ngac
nhién.
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“Chuing ta la ngwoi nha ma,” Dan phan tich. “Trén ly thuyét 1a nhw

»

vay.

“Thi ra cai dong ho Cahill dién khiing ctia mdy dita thyc sy c6 mat &
khdp qué dia cau nay,” Nellie vita néi vira chiém nguwdng mday chau hoa
khong 16 v6i nhitng canh né day hoa. “Vay trén ly thuyét, hai dita c6 gia
dinh & khap moi noi. C¢ nghi dén tat ca cac khach san nam sao ma chiing
ta c6 thé 1én vao, chi can c6 tdm thé khach thuwong xuyén thoi...”

“Suyt,” Amy ra hiéu cho Nellie ngung néi khi tat ca bwdc vao thang
mdy. Ngudi nhan vién quét thé vao mot cai khe, ro6i an s6 mudi ba.

Ctra thang may md@, anh ta dat ho vao tiép mot hanh lang. Chi c6 mot
canh ctra duy nhat.

“Con nhitng can phong khac & dau?” Nellie thac mac.

ol 3

“Phong cao cdp nam tron mot tang, thwa co,” ngwdi nhan vién tra 10i.
“T6i cho 1a moi nguwdi sé thich né 1am.” Anh ta lai quét thé qua mot cai
khe. “Ca quy vi cling phai quét thé nita. Vi chi c6 quy vi dugc ra vao tang

nay ma thoi.”

Anh ta m& cita ra, va ca ba cung ha héc miéng vi kinh ngac. Nhitng
canh ctra kinh kéo dai tir san nha 1én dén tran cho thay toan bd quang canh
ctia dong séng Nile va quan thé kim ty thap Giza & phia xa. Ho dang ditng
trong mot phong khach c6 day du ghé banh, hai chiéc sofa, mot khu vue dé
dung bita va mot ban gidy. Khi ngudi nhan vién mé cira phong ngt thi Dan
gan nhw nhady mua ngay sau lung anh ta.

“Chung ta c6 nhitng ba phong tam!” thang nhoc phan khich reo 1én.
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Nellie tho tay vao tui xach ldy tién boa va anh nhan vién tuoi cuoi trd
lui, nhe nhang khép ctra phong lai. Ngay khi anh ta vira di khoi, Amy da tha
nguwoi xuong mot chi€c ghé banh, Nellie thi hat vang dé6i giay dang di, con
Dan lao thang 1én chiéc sofa. Ca ba dong thanh reo 1én diép khic “Ba
chayyyyy!”

Nellie tha con Saladin ra khéi 1ong. “Chao mirng Sally dén vGi cudc
song thwong lwu,” ¢6 hén vao dinh dau béng mugt ctia né. Saladin lwon 1o
xung quanh phong, miii khit khit danh hoi, nhay t6t 1én chiéc ban giady, duoi
thang ngwoi ra phia sau ghé sofa, nhdy 1én chiéc g6i to nhat va mém mai
nhat, cudn tron lai, nheo mat v6i moi ngwdi nhw muén néi, Téi ciing sé
quen V@i cudc song nay thoi.

Dan nhdy khéi sofa va suc sao khap can phong, diém danh tirng mén
do véi hai ba chi Amy va Nellie. “Ban nay c6 da d6 van phong pham nha!
Con day la quyén s6 huéng dan! Kia, dang kia c6 mot cai du trong td quan
ao!” N¢ tho than tr@ vao phong ngu, lan vao trong ti quan 4o, ro6i buéc ra
trong cai 4o choang vai bong dai qua kho, vat o kéo 1€ phia sau luvng. Dan
m& chiéc ngan kéo ndm & canh giwvong. “Mot quyén kinh thanh!” N6 dong
ta lai va luc loi bén duwéi may céi goi.

Nellie va Amy theo Dan vao phong ngu.

“Em dang tim cai gi vay nhoc?” Amy hoi. “Tién rang[2] chang?”

[2] Tooth fairy la mét huyén thoai vé ba tién rdng sé cho tré con tién
hodc qua dé doi lai nhitng chiéc rdng sita khi chting thay rdng. Tré thuong
bé rdng sita rung dudi gbi vao ban dém, va tin rang ba tién rdng sé dén lay

rdng roi dé lai tién hodc qua trong liic chiing dang ngu.

“Sécola. Trong may khach san sang trong bon ho khong dé lai s6cola
duwéi goi sao?”
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Nellie bat cwdi khic khich. “Khong phai & dudi. Ma la & trén goi, sau
khi nguwoi ta chinh trang lai drap giwvong trudce khi ching ta di ngu.

N6 bién vao nha tam. “M4dy chi phai xem hét ch6 dau goi nay!” Dan

mat vdi hai ba chi. Amy ném mot chiéc goi vao thang nhoc.

Dan né dugc chiéc gbi va nhay tré lai phong khach. “E, i ra nha. Em
vira tim thdy mot quay bar mini nay!” n6 reo lén vui suéng.

Nellie vivon vai. “Cha, chi sé vao bon tam, pha vao d6 chitng dam lit
nuwdc tam tao bot, va chi khi nao thitc an dwgc mang lén méi chui ra day.”

“Thi*c an nao?”

“Thitc an ma hai di¥a sap stta goi phuc vu mang lén,” Nellie dap.
“Ping dé Dan luc loi gi quay bar mini nhé, kéo chting ta sé ném mui chay
tii trong tich tac.” Nellie vao ta lay do choang va nhét headphone vao tai.
“Ctt goi mo6n thodi mai di hai dira, chi cling déi 14 roi dé,” Nellie hét to qua
mttc, khong cé gi la khi nhac tir chiéc iPod dang dap xinh xich vao tai co
nang. Nellie uén éo nhitng ngén tay mé6 phong mot con séng roi déong cira
phong tam lai. Amy nghe thay tiéng voi nudc xa hét co.

Con bé tré vao phong khach. Dan dang nhai nhop nhép mot thanh keo
trong khi ngoi d6i dién vdi canh ctta duy nhat con déng. N6 da luc 1oi xong
hét tat ca nhitng cai tu.

“Neé Dan, chi Nellie n6i khong duwgc luc loi quay bar. Thit d6 rat da...”
Chot Amy thdy Dan dang ditng yén nhu trdi trong, nhin t* dau bén nay
sang dau bén kia can phong. Tham chi miéng né cling khong con nhép
nhép nira.
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“Céi gi vay, ngoc? D6 chi 1a mot canh ctta. C-U-A.”

“Co phai anh nhén vién da néi tang nay chi c6 duy nhat phong minh
thoi sao?” Dan ndi. “Oké, cho nay rong thénh rong thang that ddy, nhung
cling khong thé chiém hét khéng gian cia mét tang dwgc. Ching ta dang &
man phia Dong khach san. Man nay c6 dén bay ctra s6, nhung phong ching
ta chi m@i c6 bon ma thoi.”

Amy khong mang thac mac tai sao Dan lai phat hién ra diéu nay. Bita
em dién khung ctia né c6 mét chiéc mdy vi tinh dugc cai trong nao.

Thé nén khi thang nhoc tién vé cho canh ctta, bo dang 16 bich trong
chiéc do choang dai qua c¢d, Amy ciing khong phan @¢ng gi. Dan quy goi
trdc canh ctra. Trén d6 c6 mot miéng dong trang tri véi mot 16 khoa kiéu
co.

“Chi nhin 16 kh6a xem. Khong thay quen sao?” Dan hoi Amy.

“Khong.” Amy cti xuong xem xét that kj. Phai mat mot liuc lau, roi
no lén tiéng. “Pay chinh la biéu twgng cua chi Ekaterina. Hinh thu quai go
giong mot con rong co6 canh.”

“Tai sao lai c6 16 khéa & day, khi ma ca noi nay st dung thé tir? Chac
chan la c6 mot chia khéa hay ho nao d6 tra vira vao cho nay,” Dan néi. N6
dao mét ng6 quanh. “O dau nhi?”

“Em nghi chia khéa & day sao? O ngay trong cin phong nay 4?”

Chot Dan bat day. “Nay Amy, chi cé nh¢ tat ca nhitng thit chdn 6m ma

chi da doc cho em nghe lic trén may bay khong? Lwgng muwa hang nam cua
Cairo la bao nhiéu?”
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“2,5 centimet,” Amy trad 16i. “Va hau hét xay ra khodng tit thang muoi
hai dén thang ba.”

“Vay tai sao,” Dan chi vé phia cai t, “lai c6 mot chiéc du dat trong
ta?” N6 chay lai 1ay chiéc du ra.

“Em da nghi can du ciling phai c6 thit gi dé thiét ké cta nguoi Ai
Cap,” né cho Amy xem chiéc du. “Nhwng chi nhin xem...” Thang nhéc van
can du va vat dé roi ra trong tay né. Amy nhin nhitng duwong cham khac
trén chiéc can. Chung giong hét vGi tam bang dong trén ctta. Va & cudi can
duoc duc hét nhue mot chiéc chia khoa.

Dan trudn ra khoi cai do choang. N6 cam chiéc can du va tra vao 16
khoa. Vat do trugt vao mot cach dé dang. Dan nhin Amy. Con bé gat dau.

N6 xoay nam ctra, va canh ctra m@ toang ra.
Cham cham, ca hai buéc vao bén trong.

Nhitng tu kinh bang thdy tinh plexi xép thanh hang ndi tiép nhau doc
theo mot phong trung bay vira dai vira rong. Mot day mai vom ndi tiép cac
phong trung bay, cai no ndi tiép cai kia. Ca hai nhin thay nhitng loai may
moc va cac ban thiét ké v6 cung tinh xdo. Nhitng ban vé déng khung, cac
birc dnh, tdim ban do6, nhitng bitc chan dung cia nha thiét ké, nhitng dong
chit dugc khac vao twong. Khi chiing buéc qua bau ctra thi den trén tran
dong loat bat sang. Cac mén do trong ta kinh bat dau chuyén dong xoay
tron. Nhitng birc anh n6i ba chiéu thinh linh hién ra va cling bat dau xoay.

Trong mot tu kinh, c6 mot bai bdo dugce dong bia can than cling dang
X0ay.
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“Chinh la mén burrito ndu bang 10 vi song ctia 6ng Alistair!” Dan reo
1én. “Han day la can c cta chi Ekaterina!”

Chot cé tiéng kich khé nhung dit khoat ctia canh ctra dong lai phia sau
lung ching. Amy véi lao dén. “Ctra khéa r6i,” con bé n6i. “Nhuwng ma it ra

thi chang ta cting c6 chia khoa.”

Dan nhin xu6ng hai ban tay tréng tron cia minh. “Vay u?”
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CHUONG 5

“CHI KHONG CAN NOI GI HET,” Dan béo. “Em biét rdi, 1a 16i ctia
em. Nhung ma cho nay hap dan qu4, thanh ra em cling quén béng lu6n cai
chia khoa.”

“Ta sé thoat ra khéi noi nay bang cach nao?”
“Ta sé tim ra. Thoi nao, kham pha cho nay trwdc da.”

“Chi khong biét vé noi nay,” Amy néi. “Nh& dau noi day cé cai bay
thi sao?”

“Minh ciling da dinh bay r6i ma,” Dan ly su.

Amy ha giong that khé. “Sao & day chang thay ai hét? Cac khu can c
khac c6 day nguoi ma.”

“La ta may man dé. C6 Ién. Bing nhat cdy thé chit.” Dan nhdy bat vé
phia trdc. N6 khong thé cudong lai noi tridc hang ha vo sé nhitng thi ky
diéu siéu pham ngay tredc mat minh. Cac birc anh noi lung linh, dén LED
nhap nhay. O mot géc phong, mot chiéc may bat dau phat tiéng kéu canh
cach va nha ra bang dién bao, hét nhu trong mot bd phim xwa. Ban thiét ké
ctia cac phat minh dwgc chiéu 1én mot bitc twong. Dan nhdy bé vao mot
phong trung bay, ngoanh lai kéu to, “Oi trdi, Thomas Edison ciing 1a mot
Cahill! Ngon lanh chwa? Bong den dién do[1]!”

[1] Thomas Edison la nguoi phat minh ra bong den dién ddy toc.
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Amy cham cham bwdéc qua gitta nhitng d6 vat dugc trung bay. Trong
lic Dan di vong quanh thiét ké tau thuy chay hoi nwéc cua Robert Fulton
thi con bé cham chui ngam bic hoa do hé thong ban cua tau ngam.

Dan thot 1én mot tiéng kéu day kinh ngac. “Mday can béng! Eli
Whitney cting la mot Ekat. Qua la thién tai!”

O phia truéc, Amy trong thdy mot tim man den. N6 dudng nhu dang
hit hét nang lwgng trong phong.

“Amy o0i! Nha ta da phat minh ra xe dap ntta do!”

Amy cham chdm budc dén gan tdim man. Khi t¢i gan hon, n6é nhan ra
d6 khong phdi la mdt tdm man ma la mot birc twong cua bong t6i, bang
cach nao d6 né dugc tao ra bdi chi€c may dang roi luong sang - hay la
khong c6 anh sdng? Lam sao nhu thé dugce nhi? - vao goc

“May khau. Elias Howe, ong tuyét lam!”

Amy do dv buwdc qua béng t6i dy. Triedc mat né 1la mot man hinh
trang. Ngay khi Amy dén, chié€c may tw dong kich hoat.

Phéi gan mot phit sau Amy méi hiéu ra. Thoat dau, do chi la nhitng
ban thiét ké hién ra trén man hinh. R6i dén cac con s6. Con bé nghe Dan
reo 1én mot cai gi dé vé dong co dot trong.

“Tuyét cit meo, ba Marie Curie! Phong xa!”

Man chiéu bat dau chay nhitng tdm anh den trang. Amy thang thot dua
ca hai tay lén bit miéng.
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Dan ding ngay bén ngoai béng t6i. “Cac phat minh nay that xuat
ching. Chung ta da thay doi ca lich si!”

“Khong phéi chiing ta,” Amy thi tham.

Lai bat dau mot dai hinh anh khac.

“Khong phai la chung ta dau Dan!” thinh linh no hét 1én.

Dan budc qua tdm man bong t6i. “Cai gi day?” no hoi, xem xét birc
phac thdo va r6i liéc nhin mot tdim anh den trang. C6 thém nhiéu tam anh
khac dang lan lwot dugc chiéu 1én. Amy 16i Dan tré lai phong trung bay
dang sang.

“Nay!” Dan phén doi. “Chi dang lam gi vay? Em mu6n xem ma!”

“Khong dugc,” Amy cuwong quyét. “Em khoéng dugc xem. Em sé
khong mudn xem chinh dong ho chiing ta da ché tao ra hé théng phun hoi
doc dé giét chét hang triéu nguwoi dau.”

Mat Dan tai mét.

“Hay cach chinh chting ta da tach dugc nguyén tir dé ché tao qua bom
c6 thé huy diét ¢ mot thanh ph6!”

Sttc néng lam mat Dan chuyén sang sac do. Ngoai triv vét seo nam
dwdi mat l1a van con trang. Moi khi cam thdy that sy bu6én Dan lai ¢6 vé mat
nhr vdy. Amy nén ngung lai. Nhung con bé khong thé. Khong thé nao
ngung duoc.

“La chién tranh hoa hoc do, Dan? Co6 tuyét khong nao?” Amy khong
biét tai sao no lai titc gian véi dita em minh nhw vay. “Giét ngwoi co tuyét
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qud hay khong?”

Amy lui lai, hai tay run 1ay bay. Lan dau tién tit khi Dan con nho, Amy
cd tinh khién cho thdang em khéc. Biéu nay that la, vi chinh Amy mdi la
nguwoi muon dwge khoc. N6 muén gidm chan that manh. Mudn hét that to.
Nhung d6i mat né van ¢ rao hoanh.

“Néu nhu ching ta ciing la Ekat thi sao?” Amy thi tham. “Néu nhu tat
ca nhitng thit doc ac kia cling 1a mot phan tinh cach cua hai diva ching ta?
Puoc cai san trong DNA thi sao?”

Nhin thay noi sg hai trén mat chi n6, Dan bong nhién ciing thay sg.

“Chi toc nao ciing déu c6 ngudi xdu,” Dan noéi. “Nhwng van con co rat
nhiéu Ekat 12 nguoi t6t. Y ctia em 13, chiing ta s& ra sao néu nhu khong c6
Edison? La béng dém mit mu. Va lai, hai ching ta van chwa biét minh
thudc vé chi toc nao kia ma. Ta chi biét minh la nguwdi thuéc dong ho
Cahill. Néu em ma phai lya chon 1dy mét chi nhung chi nhin vao nhitng ké
xdu thi chinh em ciing chang mu6n thudc vé chi téc nao hét.”

Amy ngo6i sup xudng san, dau tia vao twong. “Minh dang lam gi & noi
nay?” con bé hoi. “Cang biét nhiéu bao nhiéu chi lai cang thac mac bay
nhiéu. Vi sao Grace lai muén chi em minh biét chuyén minh c6 mai lién hé
vGi qua nhiéu s doc ac nhw thé?”

“Dé chinh la diéu em vira 1dm nham ldc ndy do6 thoi,” Dan néi. “Néu
noi chiing ta phai chiu trach nhiém vi diéu nay” - né ngoanh dau vé cho tam
man den - “cling giong nhuw ndi rang em da phat minh ra may xén bong vay
do.”

Amy né nu cudi yéu 6t. “Em c6 ly Grace... lic nao ba ciing che chg
hai chi em minh. Ba yéu thuong ching ta, Danny a. Hay it ra... thi do la
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diéu chi nghi.”

Dan kinh ngac dén no6i khong bu6n phan nan chi né da dam goi né la
“Danny”. Cai tén dy da khong con dugc dung ti khi n6 1én sau. “Chi nght
nhu thé sao? Y cua chj 1a gi?”

“Keé tir lac bat dau, ta van lu6n thac mac vi 1€ gi ma Grace lai khong
giip do tui minh,” Amy trd 10i. “Ba khong dé lai cho hai dita chiing ta mot
thong diép bi mat nao. Ba chang dé lai cho chiing ta bat c@ mot thi gi. Ma
quang ching ta vao chung véi tat ca nhitng thanh vién Cahill con lai.”

“Nhw thé vGi ba ching ta chang cé gi dac biét ca,” Dan noi. N6 cho
Amy nhw moi khi sé bao vé Grace. Diéu d6 khién Dan kho chiu, nhung né
cling can Amy lam thé.

Thé nhung tréi lai, Amy da gat dau dong tinh vdi no6. “Vay chuing ta c6
that sw hiéu vé ba hay khong?” Amy dat cau hoi. “Em c& nghi ma xem. Ca
mot sy viéc hét sitc hé trong nhw vay trong doi ba, vay ma ching ta chang
hé biét gi vé né. Phan 1én cudc doi ba déng vai tro mot thanh vién trong
dong ho Cahill. Lam sao ching ta c6 thé hiéu vé ba, that sy hiéu, néu nhw
ta chang biét diéu nay? Amy nén giong. “Diéu do6 chi khién chi cam thay
that...”

“Ngu ngoc, phai thé khong?” Dan hoéi. “Né, em n6i dum chi r6i dé.”

Amy tham chi ciing khong thdy buc bdi. “Ong Mclntyre di bao ta
khéng dugc tin ai. L& dau diéu nay ciing bao gom ca... Grace thi sao?”

Amy nham mat lai. Con bé ghét phai néi ra nhitng diéu nay. Ghét phai
nghi vé ching. Nhung gio day né khong thé khong ndi ra. Amy van hay tin
twong vao nhitng ké khong hé xitng dang véi niém tin con bé danh cho ho,
va nhu thé m@i that ngu ngdc lam sao? Ian da xem n6 nhu mot dita qua non
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nét, vay ma né da hop tac vdi thang d6. Néu Amy mudn gianh chién thang
trong cuQc tranh tai nay thi con bé phai khon ngoan hon.

“Em con nhé nhitng chuyén dién da ma ba da dat tui minh theo - dén
cabao tang va thw vién trwong dai hoc nita? Ba da hwéng dan chi nghién
ctru that sy phai tién hanh nhw thé nao. D€ vé sau néu phai vao mot noi nhw
thé, chi sé khong con bi sg sét. Ba da lam gi vGi em khi chiing ta dén bé ca
vay Dan?”

“Bat em ldp lai 1én ti'ng con ma em thdy,” Dan dap. “Cong thém tén
tiéng Latin ctia ching. Em chi nghi dé la mot tro choi ma théi.”

“Khi do chinh la ba dang ren luyén tri nhé hinh anh cho em,” Amy
noéi. “Vao tat cad moi ldc, ba van chudn bj cho hai dita ching ta.” N6 chi tay
vao phong trung bay. “Cho cai nay day! Va tai sao ba lai muén ching ta
biét vé n6 chi? Chinh ching ta ciing da néi doi, da lira loc, da trom cap
méi dén dwgc day. Vé co ban ching ta da bién thanh nhitng tén t6i pham.”

“Em biét ch,” Dan dap. “Chang phai nhw thé that ngon lanh hay
sao?”

Giong Dan khong qua quyét lam, n6 ciing khong nhin thang vao mat
Amy. N6 biét thang em dang c6 gang danh lac huwéng minh. N6 sg hai diéu
con bé sap néi ra. Nhung Amy budc long phdi noi.

“Khi moi chuyén két thtic, ching ta sé lam gi khac?” Amy hoéi n6. “Vi
sao Grace lai bat chiing ta tiép xic v&i nhitng th nay?” Giong Amy thap

xuong thanh tiéng thi tham. “Co phdi ba ciing la ké dc hay khéng?”

“Pirng c6 no6i nhu thé!” Dan thét 16n. N6 da chan ngdy c6 chi Amy
md&i nay. N6 muon lay chi né that manh dé c6 chi Amy cii cia no6 tré lai.
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N6 khong con nhé gi vé cha me. Grace la tat ca nhitng gi con lai trong
n6 moi khi goi nhg vé nhitng ky &c yén binh. Amy khong dugc quyén twéc
mat st binh yén dy. “Chi cam miéng lai di!” Dan gian di.

Chwa bao gio n6 bat chi né cam miéng. Dan chi goi Amy la ké ng6c
nay ngoc no, la do dém, do khé wa, nhung chwa bao gid thang bé bat chi n6
cam miéng ca. Hai dita khong dwoc noi véi nhau bang nhitng tiv ngit nhw
thé. Do la luat ma cha me ching dat ra, va tham chi néu nhw n6 khong thé
nhd rang ho da tirng quy dinh nhw thé thi Amy van con nhd.

Nhung bay gid n6é chi mudn chi n6 cam miéng. Néu dugce bit chat hai
tai ma van khong giong nhw mot dita con nit thi n6 da lam ré6i. N6 doc dugc
trén mdt Amy rang chi n6 biét minh da di qua xa.

Nhung chi n6 titc thi héa thanh mot vién cong t6 quan. “Tai sao ba lai
khong giup do chung ta? Tai sao nhuv vay? Em hay nghi tht di. Cling may
la ching ta c6 Nellie di cung. Liéu Grace c6 mudn ching ta sé don doc
vong quanh thé gigi khong? Co dat ching ta vao moi nguy hiém chét nguoi
khong? Néu yéu thuong tui minh, chang 1€ ba khong mudn bdo vé ching ta
hay sao? Va con nhitng chi tdc khéac trong gia dinh nita chit? Chac han ba
phai biét ching ta thudc vé chi nao. Tat cd moi ngudi khac déu biét ho
thudc chi toc nao. Irina biét. Nha Holt Kinh Khing ciing biét ho thu6c vé
chi Tomas. Tham chi Natalie va...” Amy ngung lai. Va cdi ga khong dugc
goi tén. “... anh no cling la nhitng Lucian. Chung ta chi la... chinh chung ta
ma thoi.”

“Thoi di,” Dan kéu 1én. Gigng n6 run rdy. Véi no, viéc nghi ngd Grace
chang dé lai thong diép nao cling khong sao ca. N6 cling gian ba vé chuyén
d6 ch&. Nhung néu nhw chinh Amy noéi Grace ciing la mét loai quai vat da
nudi dudng ching cho chuyén nay... diéu dé khién né sg hai.
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Khong thé nhu vay duge. Co gi do bén trong Dan sé v& tan thanh tirng
manh néu diéu dy la sy that. Po6i lic Dan thay minh nhw bi bo roi ngay ca
khi Grace con song. Amy giong Grace hon, yéu thich lich s va cac vién
bdo tang. Nhung gid day nhu thé chi n6 dang néi ra tirng y nghi u &m thang
nhoc da chét chita trong dau ké tir sau dam tang cua Grace. Amy khong
dwgce lam nhw vay. Amy phdi bdo véba ngoai chit. Néu nhw chi né khong
con tin vao Grace thi ching con gi nita... dé ma tin?

N6 quay ngoat di, mat dé ngau. N6 buéc di.

Amy van con ngoi trén san. N6 cham tay vao sgi day chuyén ngoc
bich, mén dé6 trudc kia thudc vé Grace, chwra khi nao con bé thao vat dy ra
khoi nguwdi. Amy cam thay that kho chiu. Mot cai gi d6 hoan toan tréng
rong ma trude kia chua tirng hién hitu. D6 1a sy thiéu vang cua diéu trudc
kia n6 van hang nwong twa vao - tinh cam cta Grace.

Ba da mat, Amy tw nha. Ba khong con & véi minh nira.

Up miit vao long ban tay, Amy nghe tiéng buwdc chan cta Dan vong lai
lic n6 budc tré xudng phong trién 1am, c6 tao mot khodng cach moi lic
mot xa hon giita ching. Tiéng bwdc chan bong nguwng bat. Sy im lang kéo
dai khién Amy ngang dau lén. Dan da di tGi phong trung bay thi ba. No
diéng tredc mot tu kinh trueng bay, bat dong hoan toan. Hai vai cang thang
mot cach khac thwong caa Dan ngay lap titc lam Amy canh giac.

“G1 vay?” con bé hoi to. No khong tra 10i.

Amy ding lén va di dén cho thang bé dang ditng. N6 ditng trudc ba ta
treng bay xép thanh hang ngang. Trong moi chiéc tu la mot bic twgng nir
than Sakhet dau suw t&r giong hét nhau. Ching chi cao chitng hai muoi
centimet va c6 1é dwgc lam hoan toan tiv vang khoi. Chi c6 cdp mat cia
ching la khac nhau. Mot bitc twgng c6 cdp mat long lanh mau xanh 14, mot
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bitc twgng mat mau do, va birc twgng con lai mat mau xanh tham. Tirng
chiéc mot dang xoay tron bong bénh trong mot bé anh sang trang.

“Pay chac chan la th ching ta dang tim,” Amy thi tham. Con bé da
quén mat cudc tranh luan vira roi. Ba bitc twgng trong dep mét cach lanh
lung nhw bau vat. “Chi Ekat da tim ra chung.”

Dan xem xét mot man hinh mdy tinh gan vao mot ta trung bay. N6 dat
ngon 1én vao man hinh cam ng.

Mot hinh chiéu xuét hién. D6 la so do bic twgng Sakhet. N6 dang
chuyén dong xoay tron dé hién ra mgt mat cat. Trén man hinh c6 dong chiy
nhuv sau:

TUONG SAKHET DPAU TIEN DUOC PHAT HIEN TRONG
CHUYEN THAM HIEM CUA NAPOLEON O KIM TU THAP HOANG
HAU TAI GIZA. BUOC TIN LA DO CHINH KATHERINE DE LAL
GUI SANG LOUVRE VA BUQOC POAT LAL BAN VE PUQOC AN BEN
TRONG.

Mot ban vé xuat hién trén man hinh.
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Ca hai tién sang tu ké tiép, noi c6 birc twgng Sakhet mat mau xanh 1a.
Dan cham vao man hinh.

TUONG SAKHET THU HAI DO EKAT HOWARD CARTER[2]
PHAT HIEN, NAM 1916, TRONG LANG HATSHEPSUTJ3], THEBES.
KIEM TRA BAN PAU KHONG DPAT PUOC KET QUA. BUC TUONG
NAY DA PUOC KIEM TRA BANG CONG NGHE KHONG PHA HUY
TIEN TIEN BAO GOM CHUP X QUANG KY THUAT SO VA CHUP
CAT LOP 3 CHIEU. KET QUA: BUC TUONG HOAN TOAN NGUYEN
KHOI, KHONG CO KHOANG CHUA Bi MAT.

[2] Howard Carter (1879-1939): Nha tham hiém, nha khdo co, nha Ai
Cdp hoc 10i lac nguoi Anh, nguoi da phdt hién ra ldng mé vua
Tutankhamun.

[3] Hatshepsut, con gai pharaoh Thutmosis I, vo va em gdi pharaoh
Thutmosis 11, tri vi Ai Cap trong khodng 1479-1458 TCN, thudc Vuong
triéu thit 18. Puoc ddnh gid la mét trong nhitng ni¥ vuong quyén lvc nhat
trong lich st thé gidi co dai, tri vi trong 21 nam. Ba dé lai mét loat nhitng
cong trinh va tdc pham diéu khdc an tuong, trong do co kiét tdac kién tric
ldng m¢ Djeser-Djeseru.

R6i ca hai chuyén qua bitc twgng Sakhet con lai. Dan lai cham vao
man hinh.

DO BAE OH MUA, NAM 1965

KHOANG Bi MAT DO ALISTAIR OH KHAM PHA.
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Amy quay trd lai birc twong Sakhet thit hai duwgc Howard Carter tim
ra. Con bé biét Carter la nha khdo c6 lirng danh. Vé sau, nam 1922, 6ng
tiép tuc phat hién ra lang vua Tutankhamen.

“Cho nay viét rang ho da bé ra nhiéu nam dé nghién citu cac tdm ban
do,” Dan noéi. “Ca hai giong nhau, nhwng van c6 cac diém khac biét. Chwa
ai biét ching c6 y nghia gi. Ho cho rang do la ban do cua lang m4. Nhung
cac tdam ban dé khong khép vai bat ky nao da duwgc kham pha.”

“Birc twgng nay khong c6 khoang bén trong, diéu ay khong la sao?”
Amy thac mac. “Cé 1€ Howard Carter da tim nham. C6 1é ngoai kia van con
mot twgng Sakhet khac.”

Qua mai mé quan sat cac bic twgng, ching khong hé nghe thay tiép

gay khua Idch cdch. “Chinh xac la nhw thé, c6 gdi tré a,” Bae Oh lén tiéng.
“DP¢ la diéu ta tin. Va ta tin rang thang chau ta dang c6 né trong tay.”
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CHUGONG 6

LAO TA TU PAU CHUI RA NHI? Dan ty héi. N6 khong thdy mot
canh ctra nao. Ct nhw 3o ta tr trén trdi roi xuong. Dang sg that.

“Vi duyén may ta da dugc biét hai dita dat phong khach san bang ho
cua ta. Ta c nghi do la thang chau ta kia day. Rat tiéc ta lai khong gap né.
Nhung ta mong sé gap dugc nd.” Bae mim cuoi, song trong lao ci nhw
dang chia ham rang ra cho nha si kham. “Nhuwng chang phai vi thé ma ta
khong thay vui khi dugce gap hai dita.”

Dan khoéng tin dugc ldy mot nira chit 1ao ta n6i. N6 nghi vé canh ctra
ra da bi khoa. Néu chay, chiing phdi chay di dau? Thang bé thdy Amy ciling
nhin ra sau cho ldo Bae dang ditng. Chi n6 cling dang tim mot 16i thoat.

Nu cudi quai gé cta Bae cang ndi rong, ct nhu ldo ta da ngti thay noi
sg hai ctia ching. “Hai dita c6 thich can c& Ekaterina khong nao?” Lao
vung vay cdy gay nam ngoc. “Thu that la ta rat doi ty hao vé nd. Chinh tay
ta da thiét ké noi nay.”

“Cho nay khong nhiéu d6 1am nhi?” Dan néi.

Nu cwoi cua Bae bién mat. “Ngay ca nhitng ngwdi khac thudc chi Ekat
cling l1a nhitng ké tai. Bon ho khong hiéu dwoc thién tai cta ta chang lién
quan gi dén vinh quang ca nhan cua ta ca - ta thiét ké ra noi nay danh cho
tat cd moi Ekat. Tuy nhién, ta c6 sai hay khong khi néi rang cting chinh ta
da tién liéu sé mua cd cai khach san nay? Chinh ta 1ad nhin truwéc tat ca?
Cairo tredc day tieng c6 mot can cit cua nha Ekat, nhung no6 khac xa vGi noi
nay. Chi 1a mét ng6i nha t6i tan do Howard Carter 1ap cho ching ta tir ndm
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1915 khi 6ng ay dang tim bitc twgng Sakhet tht hai. Trong su6t Thé chién
th hai, chi Ekat budc phai giai tan cac moén c6 vat di khap noi, va ta nhan
thay sé la khon ngoan hon néu xay dwng han mot can ct khac vitng chai
hon. Khéng ai hiéu dugc sy can thiét dy. Ta phai ton nhiéu nam tréi mdi
thue hién duge. Va khi cong nghé da phat trién, ta nang cap cho né. Noi
day cling tuyét voi nhv mot vién bao tang, hai dita c6 nghi nhw thé khong
nao? Con hon nhv thé nita. Pay quéd la mot noi vinh danh xitng dang cho
vO van cac thién tai 1a hau dué cua Katherine.”

“Bao gom ca chau ong,” Amy noi.
“Bah.” Chiéc miéng mong cua Bae cong 1én vé khinh bi.

“Chau ct nghi ten cua ong la Bae chi khong phai Bah,” Dan bao.
“Chau té that!”

Bae ném cho Dan céi nhin hac &m ctia lao. Thang nhéc thay toan than
6n lanh. Cam gidc giong nhw nhin cdn canh cdp mat cd map. Ngay trudc
gidy phut n6 ha ngoac hai ham rang xé ta ra lam hai manh.

“Ta nghe ndi may la mét thang nhoc khon ngoan,” Bae bdo Dan.
“Chéc chan may sé tién xa.” Lao chuyén céi nhin sang Amy. “Nhung con
vOi ta, tir 1au Alistair da 1a mot noi that vong é ché. Mot cai dau xudt ching
trong mot thang ngu xuan.”

“V-vay tai sao ong mudn gap lai 6ng ay?” Amy thac mac. C6 thé né
dang bi don vao chan twong, cé thé bi de doa, nhung Amy sé khong dé lao
gia doc ac nay bat nat chuing.

“Ta la chi n6. Ta hita v6i ngwdi anh qua c6 mén thwong cta ta sé

trong nom né. Khi Alistair con tré, né day trién vong. Chinh né da tim ra
cach m@ bic twgng Sakhet thit ba. Thé r6i né bd di dé tréd thanh mot tay
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phat minh, va né phat minh ra céi gi nao? Mot thit gidy cac-tbng dong lanh
vo vi khong thé nao tiéu hoa dugc, thit @6 an dom do!”

“Chau nghe néi rang 6ng ay kiém dugc vai triéu do tir miéng cac-tong
do,” Dan bao.

Bae don trong tam co thé vao cay g“May phai hiéu ro diéu nay. Tién
bac khong phai la biéu hién cua thanh cong. B6i véi ngudi thudc chi Ekat.
DPay chinh 1a 1y do vi sao bon ta wu ti hon tat ca cac chi toc con lai. Bon ta
xem trong thi gi w? Khong phdi la quyén lyc nhw bon Lucian, khong phai
co bap nhw bon Tomas, cling khong phai tri tué nhuw bon Janus. Hoan toan
khong. Ma la mot thit khac to tat hon. La ky nang. La cdm hitng. Va bién
nhitng th d6 tré thanh hitu ich.” Lao khua cay gdy. “Tui may thay cac Ekat
ching ta da tao ra nhitng gi r6i do!”

“Bon chau vira thdy mot sé vi du khing khiép dwgc ky nang cua chi
Ekat tao ra,” Amy chi trd lai tim man bong toi.

“Ta nghi may phai thong minh hon thé chit, quy c6 tré tudi. Nhan xét
do khong phu hgp véi may ti nao.”

“Tai sao?” Amy hoi. “Chdng 1é chdu phdi cam thay an twgng véi cac
trai tap trung va bom nguyén t hay sao?”

Bae dan manh cdy gdy xuong dat. “D6 la mot phan @¢ng ty mj! Chi
Ekat khong doc ac. Nhung ciling khong lwong thién. Ho phat minh. Ho thir
thdch. Ho dan dau. C6 ngwoi mat mang u? Chi la nhitng m6i ban tam nhé
nhat. Diéu quan trong & day chinh la sy khdm phd. Sv phdt minh. May cé
hiéu khong?”

“Phai, chiing chau da hiéu r6i,” Dan chen vao. “Thwa tong dai 1080[1]
- ong dung la mot ké dang ghe sg.”
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[1] Tiéng l6ng My, nguyén van la “four-one-one”.

Bae Oh tién lai gan ching, va ching lui vé phia sau mot buéce. “Hai
dia bon may ciling la ngwoi ctia dong ho Cahill. Bon may déu biét rang cai
khién ta phi thwong cting doi khi khién ta tr¢ nén nguy hiém. T6 tién cta
ching ta chinh la minh chitng cho diéu nay. Bon may phdi hoc tir sai lam
cling nhu ti* cac chién tich ctia ho. Chang phai thé sao?”

Amy khong muén nghe nhitng gi 1ao néi. Nhung rét cudc lao ta cling
c6 ly day chu.

Lo gia lai tién thém mot bwdc, chia mot tay ra véi vé an can. Ca hai
tiép tuc lui lai. Khong doi nao Dan muon dén gan lao gia doc ac nay.

“Pén day nao,” 1ao tiép tuc bang giong néi ma co6 1é chi ldo mai cho la
am 4p. Nhung trai lai, né vo cung dang sg. “Ching ta déu la nguwdi mot
nha. Chung ta nén la dong minh ctia nhau. Hai dita da dén xa dwgc nhuong
nay trong hanh trinh tim kiém ba mwoi chin manh maéi, thé nhwng ai cling
can giip d& cd. Vay mot cudc trao doi thong tin that don gian thi sao nao?
Ta sé cho hai dita biét nhitng gi ta biét vé truyén thuyét twgng than Sakhet.
Con hai da sé néi cho ta biét nhitng thit lién quan dén thang chau cua ta.
Ta biét n6 rat yéu mén hai diva.”

“M0i 6ng noéi trede,” Dan lén tiéng.

Bae nghiéng dau sang mot bén. “Rat san long. Ta sé cho hai dita thay
su tin nhiém, va hai dita cling sé lam nhw thé, ta doan chac nhw vay.” Lao
lay gay tré vao bic twgng Sakhet dau tién. “Pay la bitrc twgng ma chi Ekat
biét r6 nhat. T6 tién vinh quang Katherine cta chi Ekat, nit hoang cua su
khéo tay, da roi chau Au dén Ai Cap. Hai dita c6 thé hinh dung mot ngudi
phu ni* da c6 long qua cdm dén nhuwdong nao dé mot minh don doc du hanh
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vao dau thé ky 16 hay khong? Bon ta biét ba da di dén Cairo va mua ba bitc
twgng Sakhet nhé. Mot bitc twgng cé mat bang da ruby, mot bang da lapis,
twong tht ba bang ngoc luc bdo. R6i ba gia trang thanh nam gigi va roi
khoi Cairo. Bon ta biét dugc ba da gap g& mot gia dinh cia nhitng ké cuép
mo va thué bon ho mang ba di theo chuyén hanh trinh nguwgc dong séng
Nile. Ba da cat giau tirng birc twgng Sakhet, va moi birc twgng déu an chira
mot bi mat.”

Bae nhin birc twgng that cham chu. “Buc tuwgng dep that, phai khong?
Chang phai ngau nhién ma Katherine lai chon mot nit than. Ba tin rang
minh chwa tirng dwgc nhan sy cong bang vi ba la phu nit. Va that vay.” Lao
thé dai. “Chuing ta van khong biét lam thé nao cac chi tdc con lai tim ra
manh moéi cta Katherine, nhung ching ta biét bon ching van dang tim
kiém su6t nhiéu thé ky. Cai tén Lucian thap bé tdm lgm khé wa Napoleon
dy da ra lénh cho 1ii hoc gid ctia han dé mat dén tirng bic twgng Sakhet.
Nhiéu ngwoi cho rang han ta quyét dinh xam chiém quéc gia nay chi dé
chiém doat n6. Nhung Napoleon chira hé n6i danh béi tri tué ma han cé.”
Bae khit khit miii khinh bi. “Mg&t Lucian khac han dan theo ctiing doan tham
hiem méi chinh 1a ké that sy lam nén chuyén. D6 chinh la Bernadino
Drovetti[2]. Han m&i la ké da phat hién ra bitc twgng Sakhet. Né nam trong
bd swu tdp ca nhan ctia Napoleon. Cac Ekat da nhiéu lan c6 gang cuwép lai
né. Cudi cung, Drovetti cho rang han cé thé gitt cho né duwgc an toan khi
chuyén né vé bo suwu tap han danh tdang bao tang Louvr

[2] Tén day du la Bernardino Michele Maria Drovetti (1776-1852) -
nha ngoai giao, ludt sw, nha hdi duong hoc, dwoc Napoleon bau lam c6 van
cho qudn doi vién chinh Phdp xam lwoc Ai Cap.

Amy sg@ hai khong dam nhin vao Dan. Bernardino Drovetti - c6 phai

ong ay la nhan vat “B.D” da viét nén 1a thv ching tim thdy & Toa nha
Sennari hay khong?
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Manh méi hién dang trén duong vé dén cung dién cta L & Paris...

“May man lam sao, mot Ekat ctia ching ta cting la m6t nha khao c6
dang lam viéc tai bao tang Lourve. Ong ta tuyén b6 dé 1a mot bic twong
gia va cudbm duwoc né ra khoi bao tang. Ong cho tudn né vé dén tay bon ta
dé tién hanh nghién cttu. Ha! Ngay tredc miii Drovetti! Thé la chiing ta da
tim thay manh ghép dau tién tra 10i cho tro ghép hinh.”

Nhung co6 1é van con mét birc tuwgng Sakhet khdc, Amy nghi. Mot birc
tuwong ma khong moét ai biét dén. Drovetti da giri né dén mét ldu dai.

Bae bwéc vai buéc lai gan bic twgng Sakhet thit hai. Amy va Dan
budc phai budc lui theo, néu khong ching sé ding qua gan lao gia. “Cudc
tim kiém cac bitc twgng Sakhet van tiép dién. Tin tic lan truyén, thé la rat
nhiéu thanh vién dong ho Cahill ta dén Ai Cap véi hy vong sé tim thay.
Trong s6 d6 c6 nha tham hiém vi dai Richard Francis Burton[3], Winston
Churchill[4], Flinders Petrie[5], Mark Twain[6]... chdang ai trong s6 bon ho
la Ekat. Bon ta thich am tham thwc hién cong viéc hon.”

[3] Richard Francis Burton (1821-1890), nha thdm hiém, nha P6ng
phuong, nha ngon ngit, diép vién, nha ngoai giao ltrng danh bdi cdc cudc
thdm hiém va du hanh & chdu A, chdu Phi va chdu My, bén canh kién thitc
uyén bdc khdc thuong khi thong thao gan 30 ngoén ngir ciing nhw cdc nén
vin héa trén thé gidi. Ong con la mét chién binh qud cdm, dai td phuc vu
trong dao qudn ctia céng ty Péng An tai An Do.

[4] Winston Churchill (1874-1965), chinh tri gia nguoi Anh, thu tudng
Anh trong Thé chién thit hai, dong thoi la nha bdo, hoa si, chinh tri gia
xudt chiing, mét trong nhitng lanh dao quan trong nhdt ctia nuéc Anh va
thé gidi, doat gidi Nobel Van.
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[5] Flinders Petrie (1853-1942), nha Ai Cdp hoc nguoi Anh, tién
phong phuong phdp hé thong trong khdo c6, chu tich nganh Khdo c6é hoc
dau tién & nuwéc Anh.

[6] Mark Twain, tén that Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910),
nha vdn, nha bdo, nha dién thuyét néi tiéng cua My, tdc gia cdc cudn sdch:
“Nhitng cudc phiéu lvu cua Tom Sawyer”, “Hoang ti va ké dn may”,
“Cudc song trén dong Mississipi”...

“Co6 ca Mark Twain u?” Dan to mo.

“Han la mot Janus,” Bae lai khit khit mti. “Hau dué cta Jane rat mot
1ii ba hoa. Mai cho dén khi Howard Carter bat tay vao thyc hién thi bon ta
mdi thdy dugce bire twgng thit hai. Hét ng6i mo nay sang ngoi mé khac, hét
cudc khai quat ndy dén cudc khai quat khac. Ong chay dua véi Flinders
Petrie.”

“Mot nha khao c6 litng danh khac,” Amy 1én tiéng. “Ong ay 1a Lucian
u?” n6 doan.

Bae gat dau. “Lé di nhién, Ekat la chi gianh chién thang. Carter da tim
thay birc twgng. La n6 day, véi doi mat lam bang ngoc luc bdo. Chi c6 mot
van dé. Birc twong nay hoan toan dac. Bon ta khong tim dwgc cach mé né
ra. N6 giong hét vdi cac twgng Sakhet khac, nhung lai khong c6 khe bi mat
nao ca. Bon ta chac chan vé diéu nay. Vay cau tra 1oi la gi? Phai chang van
con mot birc twgng Sakhet khac? Chac chan la thé. Pich than ta, khi hay
con la mot ga trai tré, ta chi biét tim va tim n6. Ta lui dén ting ctta hiéu &
Cairo. Tim bang hét tirng catalog ban dau gia hién vat, dén gap tung ké
budn hang chg den mot. Va mot ngay no, ta da tim thay bitc twgng thi ba.”
Bae nhin bttc twgng bang mét vé sung kinh. “Bitc twgng mat xanh thuc sy
la mot bau vat.”
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Bae tira nguwoi vao cay gay, bat thinh linh trong lao that gia nua va
tham bai. “Bon ta van khong thé gidi dwgc mat ma ay. That bai ngay tai
diém quan trong nhu thé. Bon ta da vé mo hinh trén may tinh, viét ra cac
phan mém co6t dé gidi dap bi an nay. Cé dén hang tram ngo6i mo ngoai kia
van chwa dugc kham pha ra. Bat ky ngoéi mo nao trong s6 ching ciing déu
c6 thé chira birc twong. Co6 thé bon ta da hiéu sai vé ggi y ctia Katherine.
Hay biét dau ba da c6 mot bitc twgng Sakhet thi tw dé dé phong. Chang thé
néi gi chac chan dugc.

Lao budc loang choang vé phia hai dita, doi mat khan khodan. “Ta la ké
ding dau chi Ekat,” 130 néi giong khan duc. Chitng nhw lao da hét hoi.
“Alistair la dita sé ké tuc vi tri cta ta. Néu nhw né c6 birc twgng Sakhet, bon
ching sé chao don va ton vinh n6. Ta cé thé thodi lui trong man nguyén.
Nhung gitta bon ta c6 sy khac biét. N6 qua kiéu hanh nén khéng muon ta
gitp do. Nhung ta phdi giup no. Vi chinh n6 va ciing vi nhitng thanh vién
chi toc Ekat. Hai dita c6 hiéu dwgc khong?” Khuon mat Bae diu lai. Lao
buwéc dén gan ching hon. “Ta lam diéu nay ciing vi né. Hay cho ta biét c6
thé tim thay thang chau ta & dau?”

Dan nhin Amy. C6 phai con bé that sy tin diéu nay khong? Mat Amy
da diu di. Dan kéo manh khuyu tay chi no, bugc Amy buwdc lui lai. Thinh

linh, n6 nhan thdy rang minh dang & trong tam vdi chiéc gay cua Bae.

“Rat ti€c phdi néi vGi 6ng diéu nay,” Dan néi. “Nhung ong Alistair da
chét r6i.”

Bae nhin Dan gidn di¥. Dan cham cham nhin lai 1do0, khéng chép mat.
“That 1dy lam tiéc,” cudi cung Bae lén tiéng, “la bon may da n6i doi.”

Su yéu 6t chot bién mat. Bae chuyén dong nhanh mdét cach dang kinh
ngac. Lao vung chiéc gdy 1én va khua n6 vao géc xa cua tran nha. Tt mot
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trong nhitng vién ngoc nam vao dau gy ban ra mot tia laser. Hai dita nghe
thdy mot tiéng ri ri nho nho.

Mot ta kinh kich thwdc bang moét can phong nhd tir trén tran sap
xuong. Hai dita nhan ra Bae da lira dé lua ching vao mot cho thi da qua
mudn. Tui né bi nhét bén trong bon bitc twong lam bang nhwa siéu cuong
va hoan toan khong c6 mot canh ctra nao.

“Bon may sé van & d6 cho dén khi chiu néi ra sy that,” Bae bao. “Mot

cudc trung bay hai dita tré ngu ngoc danh cho cac hau dué cia Katherine
thwong thire.”
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CHUONG 7

IRINA SPASKY GIAN BAN THAN VO CUNG. Néu duwgc a da ty
ném minh vao gulag[1] cho rdi. A xitng dang phai chiu canh thdi tiét lanh
cam, vGi chiéc chan méng, von ven mot cu céi thoi dé doan thang qua ngay.
Sao ma 4a lai dé cho hai cai dita nghiép dw, hai dita con nit, qua mat wgc
chu?

Va néu a budc phai nuét thém mot cai falafel[2] khac, & sé non ngay.
Trén cai dat nwdc dién khung nay khong sao tim thay dwgc mot ca khoai
tay ludc cho ra hon.

[1] Nha tu danh cho tu nhdan chinh tri cua Lién X6 cil.

[2] Falafel la mot logi bdnh truyén théng cua cdc dén tbc A Rdp, Do
Thdi, c6 hinh tron, lam t bot ddu xanh va/hodc ddu fava, bén ngodai rac
virng, dugc chién vang.

Pa qua dua véi do an ngoai quoc réi. Qua da véi cai man héa trang lam
du khach. A xé phang chiéc 4o thun TOI MUON XAC UGOP ra véi vé kinh
tém. Bén trong, & dang mac mot chiéc do thun den tron hiéu Gap. Mot bi
mat nho nho cta riéng & - & that sy thich san phdm nhan Gap ctia My. Ao
c6 di moi mau sic! A ngdi trén ghé trong cin phong khach san ré tién va
ngé xudng dong xe cd dong nhw mic ctri bén dwéi. A &n mot ngén tay vao
mét, con mét vira bit dau giat giat. A phai suy tinh.

A suyt nita da tém duwoc hai dita kia, nhitng hai lan, va lai dé tudt mat
chiing! A dang mat tap trung hay sao?
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Irina muén tré vé manh dat qué nha. A da tiing 1am diép vu & Cairo
trwc day hoi con & KGB. A khong 1am viéc hiéu qua & day. Nguoi dan qua
than thién. Néu héi duong ai do, ho sé di cung va dan dén tan noi. Va troi
thi lai qua néng. Chang bao lau nita tuyét sé pha 1én cac bac thém &
Moscow, vy ma & ddy nhiét do da ngoai 30°C. A vin quat tran 1én hét c&.

Irina van con hai dita mat nét khac trong tay - Ian va Natalie Kabra.
Ca ba budc phai hgp tac v6i nhau, va hai dita biét-tu6t do6 cit khong ngirng
lan lwét 4. Gio thi ching dang & Kyrgyzstan, khong thém tra 16i dién thoai.
Cudi cung, a cling danh phéi goi cho cha me ching. Va chwa bao gio a
thich néi chuyén v6i nha Kabra. Bon ho da c6 quan hé tw trudc v6i nhau,
va tham chi & con chang tin twéng vg chong nha dé bang It nhoc ctia ho
nita kia.

Hai di¥a n6. Thién tai, nhwng ngu ngoc.

Hét nhu cha me chung.

Cha me chung... Irina lac dau, c6 gang xua tan ky tc.

A ching bao gi® nghi dén nhitng gi & khong thé thay d6i dwoc. Nhitng
thit da xay ra trong qua khi¢. Ngoai trtv lic nay, ngay tai Cairo, a lai thay
minh dang nghi vé Grace Cabhill.

Rat nhiéu nam truedc nhitng ké thudc chi toc Lucian da cho tién hanh
mot cudc hop cdp cao dé ban bac vé truong hgp Grace Cahill. Ho biét
Grace da tim thay nhiéu manh m6i. Dudng nhuw ba ta c6 thién phu cho viéc

nay. Tham chi cac Lucian cling phai thira nhan diéu d6. Budc phai ngan ba
ta lai.
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Chinh Irina la ngudi dé xuat y twdng lién minh. D7 nhién do6 chi 1a mot
cai meo. Nhung dé ciling la mot cach dé tiép can Grace, dé biét thém mot
diéu gi do. Irina da tién c minh lam trung gian. Lam miéng ph6 mai trong
bay chuét.

A gip Grace. Mot minh, mit d6i mit. Cudc trao doi dién ra rat ngin.
RO rang Grace chang tin Irina 1ay mot giay.

C6 dang co6 bién ta thanh ké ngoc, nhung, Irina a, chinh c6 mdi la ké
ngoc, Grace da no6i nhw thé. Cé dé xudt mét lién minh nhung vé thuc chat
cling chi la muwu meo ma théi. Cé mét 1oi nguyén cta nhitng Lucian, dé la
ho luén nght minh c6 thé lam duwgc moi thi* mét minh.

Irina bé di trong con gian dién nguwoi. Chua tirng ai dam goi 4 1a do
ngoc. Chra mot ai.

Lai tiép tuc c6 cac thao luan veé treong hgp Grace Cahill. Cac ké hoach
dwgc dem ra ban bac ro6i bi bac bo. R6i dé nghi thwong thdo dén véi moi
ngwoi. Nhitng lién minh yéu 6t dong y cot dé nhd di mot cai gai chung.
Moi chuyén déu 6n. Ngoai trwr... ké hoach da dwoc thong nhat, va moi th
déu that bai. That bai thé thdm. Con gai va con ré Grace mat mang trong
dam chay

A s& khéng bao gio quén dwgc ngdy tang 18 dién ra. Irina biét minh
khong nén cé mat & d6, nhung & khong thé khong dén. Khong phai t6i dé
ha hé, nhu 1a Grace da nghi. Khuén mat Grace qua trang va bat dong. Cai
chét caa dita con gai yéu, cua chang ré quy, bi kich cua hai dita chau ngoai
mo c6i - trong Grace nhw gia di nhiéu tudi. Ba di déng nhw mot ba ldo va
doi mat chat chira n6i buon vo han. Hai ban tay ba run ray tha nhitng bong
hong xuéng hai c6 quan tai khi nguwdi ta ha chung xudng long dat.

Irina mu6n néi, Toi ciing tirng biét néi dau nay.
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Nhung a khong noi.

A muén noéi, Téi tirng lang thang trén nhitng con dudong & Moscow
nhuw mét béng ma. Hon téi tan ndt, tim téi tan ndt. A mudn néi,Chiing nght
noi buén qud on ao, Grace a. Chiing nghi ba sé khoc, sé than. Nhung toi
biét, noi buon ciing Idng 1€ nhu tuyét roi.

Toi ciing da mdat mét dita con.

A khoéng néi bat ct dieu gi. Ky tc 1a cta riéng 4. A da phong kin
chiing lai. Th duy nhat con lai chinh la con mat luon giat giat moéi khi a
xuc dong.

Ngay hom d6 & trach Grace vi da budc & nhd lai cac ky trc ciia minh. A
da t6 ra 16 mang, lanh lung. A tirng néi v6i Grace, “S6 phan ching chira
mot ai. Nhitng chuyén dé tat sé phai xay dén.”

Nhirng chuyén dé tat sé phdi xdy dén, & noi diéu dy vdi mot ngudi me
vira mat con. A nghe dugc chinh nhitng 16i minh vira néi ra vong lai va bi
s6c trude sy lanh lung cia ching. A muén rit ching lai. A muén bay t6 sy
cam thong, dé tré thanh mdt nguwdi cling c6 mau chdy trong huyét quan.

Nhung 4 da khong lam thé. Thay vao dd, Irina cdm nhan dugc sy
khinh miét cta Grace tran ngap &, nhw tirng dgt séng no noi ti€p dgt song
kia tr eo bién Bering lanh gia. R6i, trong pht chdc, thai d6 khinh miét ay
héa thanh sy ho nghi.

Irina da khong dam nhin vao mat Grace.

Thé nén, that khong qua 1oi khi néi rang a ngac nhién vi dwgc maoi dén
dy dam tang cta Grace. Chi khi 4 biét cac thanh vién khac ctia dong ho
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Cahill cling dwgc moi, & mdi quyét dinh sé c6 mat. Tat cd moi nguwdi trong
mot can phong. Tat cd nhitng hiém thu xwa cli. Va Grace trd thanh ké diéu
khién con r6i.

Co phai Grace da giang mot cai bay ma chinh & cling khong thay
dugce? Ai la moi? Ai la ké bi san?

Ké hoach cua ba la gi, hd Grace? Liic nao ma ba chdang cé ké hoach
kia chtr.

Hai dita chau ngoai d6 - tai sao Grace lai cho ca chung tham gia?
Ching 1o rang khong thé danh bai toan bo nhitng ngudi thudc dong ho
Cahill con lai trong cudc truy tim manh mdi nay. Chung thua xa tat ca vé
kién thitc 1an sy rén luyén. Qua tré dé c6 thé bat kip. Dén nay, ching da rat
may man. Va chi c6 thé. Hai da tré khong c6 ai gitp do, chay dua trén noi
so hai va mat mat...

So hai.

Mat mat.

Nhirng diéu ta da biét. Nhirng diéu ta tirng chitng kién.

A lai thdy mét minh giat giat. A ty va vao mit minh, c6 ghim lai con
xuc dong.

Qua khtt 1a qua khu.
Ngoai trir @ Ai Cap nay noi a dang hién dién, va bat cit noi nao khac a

nhin dén, chinh bau khéng khi dwong nhu thi tham véi Irina rang qua khi
van song dong vo6 cung...
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CHUONG 8

DPIEU GI BEN DA BEN. Sau nhiéu nim cim ghét bao tang, rét cudc
thang bé bién thanh mot mén do trién 1am. Dan an long ban tay vao twong.
“Ctu vdi,” no

“Em nghi xem lao sé nhot ching ta & day bao 1au?” Amy hoi.

“Td&i khi ching ta chiu phun ra,” Dan tra 10i.

“Lam sao phun dwgc chi¥? Minh cé biét gi dau.”

“Em biét 1a em déi,” Dan noi. “Néu lao Oh 4y cho em mot cai pizza,
em sé€ nghi ra diéu gi do.”

“Nellie r6i sé thac mac xem hai dita ching ta dang & dau,” Amy noéi.
“Chi dy khong tim ra duwoc dau.”
“Nellie sé bao tiép tan. C6 1€ bon ho sé goi canh sat...”

“Chi khong hiéu van dé sao? Lao ta la chu céai khach san nay. Ho sé
chang lam bat c diéu gi dau.”

“Lao khong thé nhot chung ta & day dugc,” Giong Amy run run, va
con bé bat dau thay kho thé. N6 tirng dat chan dén nhitng noi con to6i té hon
thé nay. Dau vay, cai khoi bang nhwa plexi nay van khién con bé thay hot
hoang. Nhu thé ban than né chi la mét mén trung bay nao d6 chit khéng
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phdi mot con nguwdi. Amy cd hit thd. “Trong cai tht nay c6 bao nhiéu
khong khi vay?”

“Em khong biét,” Dan dap. “C6 1€ la... cé 1é ching ta khong nén néi
chuyén.”

Gio thi Amy lo sg¢ cho thang bé. Van dé nghiém trong cua Dan la bi
hét hoi. Amy ditng thang vai 1én. Con bé sé khong dé 16 ra diéu d6. Amy da
titng hodng sg trvdc mat Dan, nhung né sé khong lam thé nita. Khong bao
gio.

“Chi chac chan sé da.” Nhung du trong bao lau?

Y nghi d6 vira l6e 1én va Amy voi gat phing né di. Sy s¢ hdi c6 giam
di doi chut. N6 c6 thé lam diéu d6. Con bé hiéu vao lic nay cai meo dé
diing cdm la khong nghi dén diéu t6i té nhat c6 thé xdy ra. That ky cuc - khi

ta dong vai diing cam, gan nhu ta cé thé cdm thdyminh diing cam.

kR

“May nhoc 0i?” Nellie tir trong phong ngu goi ra. “T6t nhat la nén c6
thitc an x€p hang cho chi day nhé!”

Khong c6 tiéng trd 10i. “Céc ban tré oi?” Nellie budc day chiéc 4o
choang tam day cdm cua khach san. “Céc bé lun[1] ¢i?” Hai dita rat ghét bi
Nellie goi bang tén d6. Nhung cling chang c6 tiéng la 6 phan doi nao cat
1én.

[1] Munchkin, nhan vat trong bo phim “Phu thuy xi Oz”, la nhitng
cht lun mdc dé mau xanh.
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Nellie m@ ctta. Can phong trong tron. Chiéc 4o choang nam trén san
canh cdy du da gdy. Hai dita lai x6 16ng bién mat tam.

Ay da. Ai trach duge ching day? Tui nhéc dang & trong mot khach
san nam sao, va ching mudén kham pha. Nellie quang nguwdi 1én chiéc sofa
va trao cho minh céi thd thuwéng 1am day xa hoa thyc don phuc vu tai
phong.

Hai muoi phit sau, c6 nang da cay x6i dugc kha kha bang phan loai
cac mon an nhe that quyén rii cé tén la meze. Nhung thdm chi véi nhitng
miéng sabanikhiyat cudi cung tréi tudt vao da day, Nellie van nhén ra bung
minh chita day lo au hon la rau bina.

Pa xdy ra chuyén ro6i. Pa mat qua nhiéu thoi gian dé Nellie nhan ra
diéu nay. Chuéng bao dong trong c6 1€ ra da khua vang tit tredc do rat lau
r6i ma&i phdi. Nellie dang tré nén cau tha. Nén do6 16i cho con déi hay cho
sy mét moéi do 1éch mui gio day, nhung khong thé bao chita nhw thé duoc.
Mi sé phdi gidi thich no kia néu van chua chiu dong ndo ngay bdy gio,
Nellie q.

Nellie da dugc day la khong to6 ra hoang hot, vi thé c6 khong hoang
hét. Co nang bat day va do xét can phong. Thoat tién, cd nhan ra chiéc ao
choang nam trén san canh canh ctta. Truedc d6 c6 cho day chi la théi quen
btra bai ctia Dan, nhung khi xem xét k§ cang hon, Nellie nhan thay cach né
dang nam trén san giong nhw ai d6 da céi phang né ra vi rat véi va. Trong
khi dang ding doi dién canh cia...

Nellie nhdy bat vé phia tredc. C6 nangy ludng tirng centimet mot cta
canh ctta. R6i c6 nhin sang chiéc du gdy nam trén san. Va moi th dot

nhién trd nén ro rang.

kkek
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Nellie trong thdy hai dita nhoc trude khi chiing phat hién ra c6. Tim co
nang that lai. Chi can nhin thay hai di¥a thoi cling da khién Nellie cAm nhén
dwgc mot luong thanh than ta dén. Nhung lam thé nao dé mang ching ra
khoi d6? Nellie hit mét hoi sau va ty trdn an minh. C6 phai gitt cho tui né
that binh tinh.

Amy nghe thay tiéng d6i dép khua trén san va voi quay phat lai.
Nhung noi sg hai trong mat né da chuyén thanh cam giadc nhe nhom. “Chi
Nellie!” C6 c6 thé nghe rat ro tiéng ctia con bé. Han la khoi hop nay khong
cach am.

Nellie can mot miéng pita[2]. “Noi nay la cai gi thé ha?” c6 thac mac.
[2] Banh mi dep vung Trung Bong.

“Chi Nellie? Um, chi c6 nhan thdy gi khong?” Dan héi. “Réng, chiing
em dang bi nhot trong mét khoi hop?”

N6 dang c6 hanh dong nhw chang c6 gi xay ra, nhung Nellie van c6
thé nghe thay hoi thd né gap gap. Co da mang san 6ng thd trong tui ao
phong khi né can. Nhung ma sé t6t hon biét bao néu nhw né khong can
dung téi.

Nellie lai can thém m6t mau banh. Tham chi trong khi nhai, Nellie van
tinh y danh gia tinh hinh qua céi liéc mat day binh tinh. Con Saladin xuat
hién, dui dau vao mat ca c6 nang. “Hai c6 cau nay la con d&c mdng toi té
nhat ctia mot au pair. Pay c6 thé 1a mot cach dé t6i kiém soat hai co cau.
NO, xem nao, la mot phwong phap do.”

“CHI NELLIE!” hai di¥a dong thanh la lén.
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“Lao ta c6 thé quay lai bat ct Iic nao!” Dan néi.
“Ai chw?”
“Bae Oh! Lao ta la ngudi da nhét ching em vao day.”

“Lao gia ma hai dita da ké vdi chi d6 u? Lao ta da lam gi, vat tay véi
hai dira ha?”

“CHI NELLIE!”

Nellie budc xung quanh khéi hop, ro6i dung ngén tay gé go vao do.
“Co goi y gi khong?”

“Chi nhin 1én goc trai dang xa kia,” Amy néi. “Mach dién nam & do.”
“Lao ta da chi tia laze vao do,” Dan no6i thém.

Nellie vo manh vao tdi 4o choang cua c6. “Ui cha, hinh nhw chi khong
mang theo den laze vd&i bai thuyét trinh trén PowerPoint r6i.”

“Thoi ma Nellie!”
Co nang budc thang dén goc twong ngang dau nhin 1én trén. “Chi thay
r6i.” CO lay chiéc banh pita, cti xuéng va cho con Saladin. “Né thich banh

hummus[3],” ¢6 n6i. “Co ai biét diéu nay chwa?”

[3] Bdanh Hummus la mét logi bdnh truyén thong & cdc nwdc Trung
Dong, dung nhuv mon khai vi.

“Thi n6 la giobng méo Mau Ai Cap ma,” Dan trd 10i. “Biét dau day la
san vat qué hvong cua no.”
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“Pay dau phai lic cho meo an ch!” Amy la lén.
Saladin liém mép va lai bat dau co vao chan Nellie doi an thém.

Nellie bé ra mot miéng hummus nita. C6 lai ngang dau nhin 1én goc
phong. Nellie nham k¥ r6i ném miéng banh Ién tran nha. Thién xa chinh la
mot trong nhitng ky nang cua co nang, bén canh tuyét chiéu lam sandwich
ph6 mai nwéng ngon nhat qua dat. Saladin ngé theo theo anh nhin cta cé6.
“Nao, meo con. Dén lay thitc an nao!” Nellie thiic giuc.

Saladin nhay phdc 1én tu kinh treng bay, thu minh lai chuan bi phéng
1én. N6 lao vit 1én tran nha, dap xuéng khung kim loai gitt hé thong anh
sang trong can phong. Chi meéo thong tha buwdc dén cudi thanh sat, nhdy
phoc qua dé di t6i cho tu dién, va bat dau Im lap bo phan kich hoat dién.

Khoi hop hoi lung lay, va dan dan nang lén.

“Hay ra khéi d6 mau!” Nellie n6i 16n. “Khi n6 an xong miéng
hummus, hai da sé bi ndu chin do6! Tia laze sé kich hoat tré lai.”

Amy day Dan ra khodng khong gian trong va ty minh lan theo sau.
Con bé nhac chan ra khoi vira kip Iic Saladin ué odi nhay tré lai san nha va
khoi hop dong sam xudng cho cdi.

“Luwdi méo that ba chay,” Nellie n6i giong day vé hai long.

Amy ditng ddy va phui bui & hai c6 tay. “Lam cach nao chi tim ra
ching em?”

“Ciling mat mot lic,” Nellie tra 16i. “R6i chi trong thiy cai 4o choang
cua ong nho nay trén san. Do la ggi y chinh cho chi tim hai da.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cho da,” Dan ham hue. “Ong nho a?”

“Coi nao, thong thwong thi chi sé nghi rang viéc m& canh ctta dy bang
du that 1a quai g&. Nhung ma chi da di theo hai dita su6t, thé nén méi nghi,
a tai sao lai khong nhi?”

“Lao Bae c6 thé trd lai bat ¢t lic nao,” Dan n6i. “Em nghi cé 1é ching
ta nén ra khoi noi nay va tim cho minh moét khach san khac.”

“Bae Oh la chu khach san nay, chi nhé khong?” Amy néi. “Lam sao
chuing ta c6 thé ra khéi day ma khong bi phat hién chii?”

“Hay ap dung sinh hoc thwong thitc,” Dan néi, li€c nhin chiéc &o
choang Nellie dang mac. “Dong vat ty bado vé minh bang mau sac.”

kR

Bae Oh lich thiép gat dau chao ngudi mic 4o den. “Ong khong can
phai c6 mat ¢ day,” lao n6i. “Tinh hinh van dang dwgc kiém soéat.”

“Ong da xac dinh dugc chau minh ¢ dau chwa?”

“T6i da xac dinh dwgc nhitng dita than tin ctia né,” Bae néi. Chi can
mot dém & trong can c Ekat, ldo da moi dugc thong tin ma ldo can. Li
chau ngoai cua Grace Cahill chi la nhitng dia nghiép du. Chung sé phai 6i
thong tin ra thoi.

“Van con qua nhiéu yéu t6 nam ngoai sy kiém soat cua ching ta,”
nguoi 4o den 1én tiéng. Nhung Bae khong chu y nita. Lao nghe thay tiéng
ngao ngao cua mot con meo. Khach khong dwgc phép mang thd nudi vao
khach san Excelsior.
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Duéi sy che chan cua cap kinh mat, 1ao c6 thé gid vo dang lang nghe
ngwoi dan 6ng 4o den trong khi van dang quan sat nhitng gi dién ra dang
sau vai cia 6ng ta. Mot gia dinh du khach méac 4o choang trang dang di vé
phia ho boi. Ho d6i nén mua & ctra hiéu qua tang, mét diéu tot ddy. Loi
nhuan thu dugc tr ctra hiéu da dua trd cho chuyén nghi mat ctia ldo dén déo
Maui[4] nam ngodi. Ho mang theo nhitng chiéc bal6é to bang vai bd. Du
khach ldc nao ciling chat nhiéu do.

[4] Bdo I6n thit hai trong qudn ddo Hawaii, co thién nhién hung vi va
la mot thién duong du lich.

Toan khach du lich nay dang kéo 1é inh 6i mot chiéc xe phuc vu
phong. Ngoaooooooo! Pé la tiéng méo ky quac nhat ma lao tirng nghe thay:.
Trw phi bon ho dang xach theo ca mot gié chuot hamster cho no.

Thanh vién nhé con nhét ctii xuéng va néi vao céi balé.

Lan dau tién, Bae nhan ra thit thang nhoc d6 dang mang. Giay ¢6 cao
mau den.

L chau Cahill. Lam thé nao bon chiing trén ra dugc?

Ngay ca khi tic gian, Bae van khong mudn lam moi th rdi 1én. Lao
trong thay bao vé khach san da c6 mat & géc phong. Ciing an mac hét nhw
nhan vién phuc vu vdi quan trang ao trang, ban sé chang bao gio doan ra
dwgc nhiém vu caa nhitng con nguwdi nay. Triv phi ban dé y dén cac co bap
cu6n cudn dang sau nhitng chiéc so mi va loa thoai gan vao tai ho.

Tat cad nhitng gi 1do phéi lam la nhac mot ngén tay 1én. Nghiéng dau

vé huéng ching di dén. Bae khong mudn nguwdi do den biét nhitng dira
chéau Cahill dang c6 tau thoat khéi khach san ctia minh.
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Canh bdo vé nhanh chéong dubi theo, nhung van rat kin tiéng. Moi thi
dang 1€ da dién ra hoan toan nhw y néu c6 gai tré khong dwra mat quan sat
xung quanh. Co nang da trong thay ba tay bdo vé trwéc khi bon ching kip
tré tay. Nhanh nhuw cét, ca ba ré ngang va bat dau bé chay.

Khong c6 tiéng dong o6n ao. Khong ai la 6 hay ho hét. Nguwoi do den
van tiép tuc ndi. Bae quan sat ca bon chay vé dang sau khach san. Ching
chi dirng budc trong choc lat dé tim lai chiéc bald to kénh & sau mdot bui
cay.

Co thang bang hanh ly va con méo dang gian dit bi nhot trong mot
chiéc gié xach, ho tiép tuc chay. Canh bdo vé chi con cach nhitng ké dao
tau chirng vai thudc khi bon ho ré vao mot khic ngoat.

Bae c6 gang kiém mot cd ngap. Lao chang can phdi chitng kién hoi
cudi cta cudc dudi bat con con nay. Lao cé trong tay nhitng bdo vé gioi
nhat Cairo. Bon kia r6i sé bi tém va x®* Iy mot cach can than sao cho du
khach khong hé hay biét. Bon ching sé duwgc mang dén van phong cua ldo,
dugc gitt lai & d6. Khong c6 gi phaéi voi. Cit dé cho ching n6 va ti mo hoi
choi.

“T6i bao dam vdi ong, 1a moi thit van trong vong kiém soat,” Bae noi
v0i nguoi dan ong ao den.

kkek

Lao bang bang qua cac hon da khap khénh & 16i xe chay, Amy, Dan va
Nellie phi nhanh dén cho ré. Nellie c6 gitt con Saladin va tai hanh ly bang
vai bat. Chiéc bal6é cia Amy ndy tung tung trén lwng con bé, con giay cta
Dan bi sut day. Khi né thir quay dau nhin vé phia sau thi canh bao vé ciling
da tro dén.
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“Chung ta khong thoat noi dau,” Dan no6i trong tiéng thd hong hdc.

Bat thinh linh, mot chiéc xe ti bai do vot t&i. N6 dirng ngay trréc mat
ca bon, ngang duong chay cua chung.

Mot ngwoi phu nit nhé nhan téc bac pho mac tunic va quan théu trang
nhoai nguoi ra khoi cia kinh. “Bi nho xe khong nao?”

Ca bon chan chu.
“Qi khé tin qué ha. Piéu quan trong tredc nhét, c6 18 1a ta nén ty gi6i
thiéu vé minh. Ta la Hilary Vale, va ta c6 mot bitc thw danh cho hai chéu.

Thu ctia ba Grace. Oi nhitng chiéc 4o choang that dep.”

Tiéng buwdc chan nén thinh thich phia sau ho. “Pitng lai ngay!” mot ga
bdo vé hét to.

Hilary nhoai ngudi ra sau va mé cira xe. “Ta khong nghi day la luc dé
chan chtr dau cac bé con. Nhdy vao xe di nao.”
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CHUONG 9

HILARY VALE lu6n lach qua mang giao thong ctia thanh phd Cairo
v6&i mot chan dap s6 va mdot tay bam coi. Ba tang toc, phanh, dao tay lai dé
tan dung moi khoang khéng nho ti xiu c6 thé nhét chiéc xe vao dugc.

“Tranh dwong nao, do dau dat!” ba tho dau ra ctra s6 hét 1én giong
phan khdi v6i bat ky ai dam céa gan cat ngang dau xe.

Mat Dan sang rd. “Ba ay that la ngon lanh,” né thi tham v&i Amy.

Cudi cung, ba chay khéi duong 16n, vot sang mot con phd dang yéu,
va ré vao mot con duwong lai xe vao nha chay uén quanh mot khu vuon day
ap cay co cung cac loai cay hoa canh. Ba do xich xe truédc mot ngdi nha
mau trang tao nha.

Moi nguoi buée ra khoi xe, cdm thay con hoi buon non sau chuyén xe
vii bdo va cu thoat than trong tich tac. Sau tiéng 6n va cai néng gay gat clia
ph6 x4, ngdi nha méi mat mé va yén ang lam sao. Ba Hilary buwdc thang
vao mot phong khach nhé, dugc trang tri bang nhitng tdm tham va nhitng
chiéc sofa c6 hoa van sac s&. Mot cay dwong cam nam & géc phong. Nhitng
chiéc den bang st mo dat trén cac mat ban, nhitng chi€c chau dwoc xép
thanh dong day ap nhitng doa hoa né ro.

Hilary mé ctra chép. Khi anh sang madt troi soi vao, Amy mdi nhan ra
cac tam dém sofa da son, va chiéc ban da duogc dat vao cot dé che di mot
cho thung trén tdm tham. T6i tan nhwng thoadi mai, qua la mét noi dé nga
lung va doc sach hang gio lién. Cai bén 1én ctia con bé cling voi di ngay khi
cO mat tai can phong nay.
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“Bay gio thi hay cgi... tm, ao choang ra di, va ct tw nhién nhé cac
chau,” Hilary ndi. “Ta doan c6 vé cac chau da quén chua thanh toan chung
cho khach san. C6 phdi vi thé ma cac chau bi mdy tén bi thit kinh khing ay
dudi theo khong? Oi cc cuc cung déng yéu.”

“Pung thé,” Dan tra 1oi. “Chung chau dau biét ¢ day bon ho nghiém
khac véi nan an cap ao choang dén vay.”

Ba cham nhe ngén tay vao cam Amy va khé xoay mat né vé huwéng
anh sang. “Chau rat giong Grace,” ba noéi. “DPang yéu vo cung!”

“Nay. Xem thtt cai nay xem,” Dan kéu lén.

Amy thdy Dan dang ngam nhin md&t bitc &nh nam trong mot cai khung
ma bac dat trén cady duong cam. Con bé budc dén gan. B6 1a mét birc anh
trang den hinh hai thiéu nit ditng trudc twgng Nhan su.

Con bé nhan ra Grace ngay lap titc. T6c ba x0a xudng hai vai, den 6ng
va hoi xoan. Ba mac mét chiéc vay trang va mang giay got thap. Canh tay
manh dé, rdm nang cua ba vin vao ¢6 gai téc vang xinh xan ding bén canh.

“Grace la ngudi ban than nhat cua ta,” Hillary Vale n6i. Ba nhe nhang
cam tdm anh 1én. “Chuing ta gap nhau tai ky tic xa & My. Ta dugc gia dinh
gtti sang MV khi Thé chién thit hai bat dau - cha va me cua ta song tai Cairo
nay. Grace la gia dinh thit hai cua ta trong nhiéu nam lién, khi ma viéc lién
lac véi gia dinh con rat kho khan vi chién tranh. Ba ay da bao boc ta, du ta
it tu6i hon va phat am giong MY ctia ta nghe rat mac cwdi. Sau chién tranh,
ta da moi ba ay sang day trong mot dip nghi 1é. Ba dy rat yéu Ai Cap.” Sv
buon ba trong mat Hilary thinh linh tan bién khi ba v6 vo hai tay vao nhau.
“Pa dén gio tiffin r6i! Cac chau hay tw nhién, thodi mai nhé, ta sé quay tr@

»

lai.
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“Tiffin 1a gi?” Dan thi tham. “Mot con meo chang

“MGt bira an nhe,” Nellie dap. “Thwong la rat ngon lanh.” Co6 dat con
Saladin vao 16ng va nga ngudi ra chiéc di-vang théu hoa. “Grace da bao gio
nhac dén ba ay chwa nhi?”

“Em cling khong nhé nita,” Amy tra 16i. “Em biét 1a Grace da dén Ai
Cap, nhung ba chang noéi gi nhiéu vé noi nay.” Cha, c6 1é n6 biét, ciing c6
1é khong. Moi thi déu qua mo ho.

Cairo la mét thanh phé ly thi.
Ba dén do chua vay, ba Grace?

Tat nhién la r6i chdu yéu. Nhiéu lan. Oi, lanh qua, hdy nhin con mua
lanh léo kia. Chung ta lam thém moét it banh socola dn cho vui nha, chdu
nght sao nao?

Panh lac hwéng va nguy tao. Gio thi Amy da nhan ra Grace van
thwong doi dé tai ra sao moi khi ai d6 hoi vé cac chuyén du hanh ctia minh.
Sw ngo vuc len 16i trong Amy, mot lan nita hat né ra khoi sy can bang.

C6 thém nhiéu bitc anh khac trén cac ké sach noi tir nén lén dén tran
nha. Amy cam lén mot birc hinh déng khung bac. Ai d6 da viét bang but
muc trang 1én trén. Chiing ta, Luxor, 1952. Grace mdc quan dai trong rat
bui bdm va chiéc do thun nhat mau, tay 4o dwgc xan lén. Ba dang nheo mat
nhin mat troi. Hilary Vale mdc mot chiéc vay hoa va doi nén rong vanh.
Hinh nhv cd hai dang ditng trudc mot ngbi dén nao do. Grace dang dua véi
tw thé cia nguwoi Ai Cap, khuyu tay cong con ban tay hwéng ra phia ngoai.
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Vira lac dé Hilary buéc vao phong tay bung mot chiéc khay 16n va dat
no6 xudng cai ban tron nhan béng canh ctra s6. Nellie nhanh tay gitip ba don
nhitng dia banh bot va trai cay da cat san xuong gitta ban.

“Ta thay cac con dang xem may bitc anh ngay xwa,” Hilary n6i. “Kho
ma tin ngay trudc ta tré trung dén thé, phdi khong nao? Hang nam, Grace
déu dén day va & cung véi ta. Trong rat nhiéu nam.”

“Hang ndm sao?” Amy thac mac.

“Co lé ba dy chi 1§ chitng dam ba lan ma th6i. Va di nhién cang vé
cu6i doi thi viéc di lai ctia ba cang tré nén khé khan hon. Ba ay cho ta biét
vé can bénh ung thw - Grace rat chan thanh. Nhung khi nghe diéu do ta van
rat soc. Ta chwa bao gio nghi c6 thit gi c6 thé danh bai duwgc Grace.”

Hilary chi tay vao may cai ghé, va thé la tit cd ngoi xuéng. Amy luGt
ban tay minh doc theo hai tay vin bang go lang bong. Cé 1é Grace da tirng
ngoi trén chiéc ghé nay. Con bé wéc sao cé thé cam thdy gan giii v6i Grace
hon, du chi bang suy nghi ay. Nhung n6 khong thé.

Hilary r6t mot thit chat 1ong giong nhuw sita tir chiéc binh rat dep bang
bac. “DPay goi la sahlab,” ba giai thich. “Nguoi ta dung no trong cac quan
ca phé trén khap Ai Cap. Hy vong cac chau sé thich né.”

Té ra lich sw, Amy nhap mét ngum. Ngot va béo, khong giong vdi bat
ctr thit gi ma n6 ti'ng ném trwedc day, nhung Amy khong sao nuot tréi. Co
hong con bé nghen lai vi nhitng giot nwéc mat lam le chic tran ra ngay néu
né nhac dén tén Grace.

“Mén nay that la tuyét voi,” Nellie nhom nhoam mot cai banh ngot va
cho con Saladin an. “Vay ba n6i rang Grace da lién lac vdi ba trwéc khi qua

doi. Ba dy da néi gi vGi ba a?”
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Amy gtii téi Nellie mot cai nhin ham on. Nellie da trong thiy sw bén
1én cda né va hanh dong thay cho Amy. Lic nao ciing cé thé tréng cay vao
Nellie. Dan dang ban biu bé chiéc banh chanh nén chang cé thi gio dé y tdi
chuyén do.

Hilary mim cwoi, ding day. “Pung thé, hdy ngan gon nhé, nhw nguoi
MY cac chau van wa n6i nhu thé. Grace da gwi cho ta mot 1a thw va nho ta
gtti cho ba mdt vai th.” Ba dén bén mdt chiéc ti nhé va mé no, l1dy ra
nhiéu mon do doan quay lai gh€é ngbi, dat chiing 1én dui. Amy c6 cam giac
né phai ngay lap titc cam lay va chay di dau dé dé doc ching mdt minh,
nhung né budc phéi ép minh uéng thém mot ngum sahlab nita va gitt cho
minh bat dong.

Hilary ddt 1én ban mot quyén sach. “Trudc hét, day la quyén cam nang
du lich ma Grace da st dung trong nhiéu nam. Ba muén cac chau gii* nd.”

Ba day quyén sach qua cho Amy.

Quyén sach day, bia cong queo va da 6 vang, trang sach dugc gid di
gi@ lai rat nhiéu lan.

“Tat nhién la n6 da 16i thoi réi,” Hilary n6i kém theo mot nu cudi.
“Nhung moi thit ¢ day ciing khong thay doi gi nhiéu.”

Amy gid quyén sach ra. N6 nhin thay cac chu thich ¢ 1é sach viét bang
nét chir nhiéu nét méc ctia Grace.

Thudng thitc bira dn tai day, chuyén di nam 1972

Cha, cai nay xem chirng khong c6 ich lam.
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“Pay la tdm thiép Giang sinh cudi cung cta Grace,” Hilary néi tiép.
“Bén trong c6 thong diép ba ay gtti cho hai chau.”

Ba trao tam thiép cho Amy. Dan dich chiéc ghé dén gan hon dé xem.

Tam thiép tir Bdo tang M¥ thuat Boston. Grace da nhiéu lan dat chiing
dén day. Tam thiép vé lai mot birc tranh quen thudc, “Ba nha théng thai
mang qua dén bén mang c6”.[1]

[1] Ba nha Théng thdi mang qua dén chiic phiic cho Chtia Hai Dong
trong dém Gidng sinh. Chia Hai Pong sinh ra trong mdng cd, theo Kinh
Thanh.

Hilary thurong mén,

Chi chtic em va gia dinh m¢t mua Gidng sinh tran day hanh phtc. Chij
tin rang hai dita chdu cta chi sé sdm dén Cairo. Bd dén liic chj phdi nho
em thuc hién gitup chi mét loi htra ma trudc kia em da tirng hira.

Em hdy gtri btrc thu nay dén Dan va Amy yéu ddu cta chi -

Kho bau cua ba,

Ai Cdp day diéu tuyét diéu.

Chao mirng hai con - Ba mong cdc con sé thdy hanh phtic khi & dé.

Ai Cdp la mét dat nude van tham[2] vao trong nhirng gidc mo cta ba.
Gid nhv ba dugc bdng mét nita grandmother[3] ctia cdc con ma lé ra ba

nén thé, ba vwéc sé dugc tv minh mang cdc con dén noi do. Ba udc sao
minh cé thé theo chan hai con khi cd hai dang buéc theo nhirng buéc chan
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cua ba. Ché quén nghé thudt nhé! Hai con c6 thé luén két thiic vdi nhitng
diéu co ban.

[2] Trong nguyén tac, Grace c6 tinh viét sai chinh ta chit resonates (am
vang) thanh resonates (thdm nhya). Ching t6i dich thoat dé gir tinh than
cua van ban.

[3] Chit grandmother (ba) chung t6i gitt nguyén khong dich ra.
Thuong mén, Grace.
Tdi but: Ba Fenwich gtri loi chtic tot dep dén cho S.

Dan va Amy nhin xu6ng phia dwéi tam thiép. Chinh tay ciua Grace da
cam but viét ra nhitng dong chit, cd dau moc kia. Ba dung mot chiéc but
may nhu cach ba van thvong 1am véi nhitng bic thw quan trong. O cudi
chir “g” trong “grandmother” c6 mot cham den. Du ching biét khi viét 14
thu nay ba da mac bénh, song nét chitr van rat manh mé va ran réi. Grace
biét chiing sé doc 14 thu nay sau khi minh da qua doi.

Tham chi chi¥ thdm viét sai cling khién Amy cdm thdy xon xang,
giong nhw ba ngoai chiing van con dang & can phong ké bén, dang ngoi viét
thiep Giang sinh va goi no, “Hay mang cho ba ly eggnog[4] nao hai chau
cung? Ba chang tim dau ra 10i chic Giang sinh ca!”

[4] Cocktail lam tir tritng, sita, rugu va kem tuoi, pho bién trong ngay
Gidng sinh tai Bdac My.

Grace dé lai cho chiing mot 14 thw. Sau nhiéu tuan nghi nggi, thi rot
cudc da xuat hién 1a thw. Nhwng ma 14 thw Ia gi? N6 rét riéng tw - lic nao
ba cling goi chiing 1a kho bau - nhung dong thdi nhw thé cling rat bang quo.
Giong ctia Grace thi rat ho hagi, nhw thoi thic ching di tham quan ca Ai
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Cap. Nhu thé chang con diéu gi khac phai lam ngoai duy nhat mot chuyén
la tham quan.

Amy nhin Dan. Con bé biét phan tng cuia thang em ciing hét nhu cta
minh - dau long va bdi r6i. Thong diép cudi doi kiéu gi thé khong biét?

Dan cam lay chiéc phong bi. “Dau buu dién ¢ Nantucket[5]” né néi.
“Gui t nam ngoai.”

[5] Pdo Nantucket, ndm & 30 ddm phia Nam miii Cod, thuéc bang
Massachusetts, My. Theo tiéng tho dan thi tw nday c6 nghia la ving dat & rat
Xa.

Amy va Dan dwa mat nhin nhau. Trong cai nhin ay ca hai da roi bo
can phong cua Hilary, rdi bo thanh pho néng nuc, la lung nay va tré vé mot
noi rat doi than quen. Grace c6 mét ngoi nha nhé & thi tran Sconset nam
trén ddo Nantucket, cach xa bd bién Massachusetts. Ching nhé bau troi
xanh, nhitng ddam may bong, bau khong khi man mdn vi mu6i. Grace dang
vlra nwéng bap trén vi nwéng vira lam moén bo chanh. Ba la to, “Con cudi
cung la mot con tran kim!” va mui hwong bién mat lanh.

“Chi c06 nh¢ lao ba Fenwick khong?” Dan hoi.

Amy mim cu0oi. Betsy Fenwick la hang xom cua ching. Amy khong
con nhd n6 hay Dan da gan cho ba biét danh dy. Ba dén t “mot trong
nhitng gia dinh 1au doi nhat ving Beacon Hill” & Boston, d6 1a diéu ma ba
ay c6 gang nhét cho bang dugc vao moi cudc doi thoai. Ba ché trach Grace,
vi ba ngoai ching da dé mdc cho hoa hong moc um tum, va van nhitng
chiéc quan cfi, dau doi mii Yankee trong khi lam vwon.

Ldo ba Fenwich ciling khong thich méo, nhwng lai danh han mot 1ong
cam ghét ddc biéet cho Saladin, con vat vi mot 1€ nao do da chon khu vuon
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nha Fenwick lam nha vé sinh riéng ctia n6. Grace néi, ba cling khong hiéu
vi sao c6 chuyén phién nhiéu ay - rot cudc thi, chang phai viéc dy da gitp
Betsy Fenwich tiét kiém dwgc tién mua phan béon cay hay sao? Nhung ci
nhw thé moi thit déu la tro dua, ba Fenwich khéng chdp nhan chuyén nay.
Ba cdm Saladin bén méang vao khu vuon va yéu cau Grace phai c6t qua
chudng vao c6 chi meéo. Saladin ghét qua chuéng ay. N6 xem thi do that
ha dang chang xtng tam vd&i noé. Ta la mdt con méo chir c6 phdi la chiéc
chuéng ctra dGu? Duong nhi n6 muén noéi

Nu cuwdi cia Amy nhat dan di. Nhitng ky c vé Nantucket khién no
tham chi con thdy r6i ram hon. Tat cd quang thdi gian ho da c6 véi nhau!
Chang lam gi ngoai duy nhat mét viéc la tan huwdng mua he. Tat cd nhitng
bubi trra that dai, nhitng bubi t6i nhin mat trdi tan vao dai duong... chitng
ay co hoi dé Grace quay sang noi v6i chung, Nhdn ddy, hai con ciling c6
quyén thira ké cua dong ho. Va cd mét gdnh ndng. Ta can phdi gitp hai
con.

“Hai con c6 thé luén két thic vdi nhitng diéu co ban.” Nellie doc 14
thu. “NO c6 nghia la gi?”

“Moi khi Grace dat theo ching em, ba chang bao gio cho chiing em
xem tri’éc cam nang,” Dan giai thich. “Hai da tridc hét phdi quan sat, réi
méi doc xem nguwdi khac da néi gi vé no.”

Hilary nhac mot chiéc hop nhé ra khoi dui minh va néi, “Va gio thi
dén luwgt 10i hita cda ta. Chiéc hop nay da nam trong két sat & Cairo suot
nam muoi nam nay. Grace dwa ta mot chiéc chia khéa. Ngay hém qua luat

si ciia ba dy vira mang dén day. Mot 6ng McIntyre nao d6?”

“Ong McIntyre dang & Cairo sao?” Amy héi lai.
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“Mot con ngudi dang mén, du c6 hoi citng nhac. Ta va 6ng ay da cung
ra ngan hang dé ma két. Bén trong chi c¢6 duy nhét chiéc hop ndy. Ong néi
cac chau sé sém dén Cairo va ta sé md no ra ngay treéc mat moi nguoi.
Cac chau thay niém phong van con, phai khong nao? Ta can cho cac chau
thdy rang né van con nguyén ven. Nao. Bat dau nhé.”

Hilary xé niém phong. Nap hop phét ra tiéng cét két khi ba mé né.
Bén trong c6 mot vat nho dwge boc trong vai lanh. “Cho phép ta md& no

nhé?”

Dan va Amy gat dau dong y. That nhe nhang, Hilary cdm mén do 1én
va ma@ 16p vai ra.

Mot cdp mat bang ngoc luc bdo, c6 xwa va ranh manh, cham cham

nhin vao moi ngwoi. D6 chinh la bitc twgng Sakhet bang vang.

CHUONG 10
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HILARY NGAC NHIEN CUC DBO. “Thanh than oi! Néu bitc twgng
nay la that thi n6 dang gid cd mot gia tai ddy. Grace oi, ba that la ranh
manh.”

Minh thdt khong thé hinh dung néi chuyén nay, Amy tham nghi.

Khac biét duy nhat nam & cho birc twgng dugce dat trén mot tam dé
bang vang rat dep. Amy nhin cham cha vi ni than. Ba ta da bi thoi gian bao
mon di, nhung van rat doi ni tinh va manh mé.

“Ba dy tuyét lam,” Nellie néi.

“Néu day la btrc twgng gia thi nd qua that rat giong that,” Hillary néi.
Ba c6 vé ngap ngung.

“N6 la gi thé, thwa ba?” Amy thac mac.

“Cha. Trong lan dau tién Grace dén Cairo - chuyén di ma hai ta cung
di v6i nhau vao nam 1949 - ba ay c6 nho ta gitp mot viéc. Ban bé gitp do
nhau, ba n6i nhw thé. Rang liéu ta c6 biét mét thg dic that gidi giang nao
hay khong, mot ngudi c6 thé lam ra mot birc twong gid giong y nhw that.
Va, thyec té thi ta c6 biét mot ngudi nhw thé. Grace c6 quen cha cuta ta - 6ng
ay la mot thwong budn do 6 - cé trong tay nhitng tao tac lam lai tir nhitng
moén do quy gia nhat caa 6ng trong chién tranh. Bé dé phong tinh hudng
quan Dirc 1ay cap ching di, cac chau biét day. Ta da cho ba tén cta nguoi
tho dy, va chang nghe thém mot diéu gi nita. Vay vat nay... wm, c6 thé day
la mot birc twgng gid hét sirc tinh xdo. Dao sau da c6 ai d6 thém vao cai
chan dé bang vang sén stia nay, ro rang la thé.”

“DPung vay,” Amy mdt do bung vi nguong. Chao 6i - con bé da nghi
chiéc chan dé ay rat dep. R6 rang Amy con phai hoc rat nhiéu vé cac birc
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twgng co gia tri ddt trong bao tang.

Amy dwa mat trao doi véi Dan. Grace da lam mot bitc twgng gia. Cé 18
chinh Grace da Ildy cdp bitc twgng Sakhet that - biec twgng do Howard
Carter tim ra - va thay thé bang mot ban sao? Bae ké vGi chiing rang cac
bitc twgng da dwgc mang di cat gidu trong chién tranh va phai mat nhiéu
nam sau méi tim thay ching ciing nhv xay dung xong can c Ekat mdi.
Trong Itic hon loan ay, c6 thé Grace da cham tay vao mot birc twgng chang?
Co6 phai ddy la birc twgng that ma Howard Carter da tim ra? Chang cé gi
ngac nhién khi v6i chy ky thuat phan tich hién dai ho van khong sao tim ra
duwoc khoang bi mat!

Amy nhin lai bitc thw Grace gui chung.
Ai Cdp day dp nhitng diéu tuyét diéu...

Amy nhé da c6 1an n6 doc dwgc rang khi Howard Carter tim thay lang
vua Tutankhamen, 6ng ciing chinh la nguwdi dau tién bwdc vao trong, va khi
nguoi ta hdi xem ong da thay gi, Carter da tra 101 “Nhitng diéu tuyét diéu.”
Phéi chang Grace dang trich 16i ctia Carter dé nhac cho chiing biét bic
twgng Sakhet chinh la caa Carter?

Chi c6 duy nhat mdt cach dé tim ra. Néu bén trong bitc twgng Sakhet
nay cé khoang bi mat thi n6 chinh la bitrc twgng that. Amy cdm thdy lanh
song lung va run ray. Katherine Cahill c6 thé da cam ding bitc twgng nay
trong tay. C6 thé bang chinh tay minh ba da dat vao bén trong né mot manh
moi.

“Néu cac chdu muon mang di kiém nghiém, c6 1é la ta biét mot
chuyén gia ¢ ngay trong can nha nay,” Hillary noi.

“La t6i day,” Theo Cotter 1én tiéng va buéc vao phong.
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Amy, Dan va Nellie cung nhin 1én vGi vé an nan hién ro trén khuon
mat. Ca ba biét rang ching da bé mac anh chang trong lic kho khan lic &
toa nha Sennari. “Ba quen anh chang nay sao?” Nellie bugt miéng.

Hilary mim cuoi. “Doi chut.”

Theo cti thap ngudi dé hon Hilary. “Chau chao ba ngoai.” Anh chang
quay sang Amy, Dan va Nellie. “Ui cha, nhitng thi pham day r6i. Cho phép
toi tang cd ba mot mach nwdc nhé. Cac gidam tuyén bao tang c6 thé bi cham
noc khi nguwdi ta ném di nhitng d6 vat trong bao tang. To6i da phai mat chut
thoi gian gidi thich ddy.”

Va ngay khi d6 Theo trong thay bitc twong Sakhet. Anh chang khe khé
huyt sdo mot trang dai. “Cai gi thé nay? Vay ra cac co caudd tim thdy mot
tay budn thit thiét sau khi ching ta chia tay r6i.”

“Khong dau Theo,” Hilary gidi thich. “Cac ban tré tim dén bic twgng
nay theo mot cach khac.” Ba quay sang noi vdi ca ba. “Gio thi ta cling phai
thtra nhan mot diéu. Theo da vé nha va ké cho ta nghe vé cudc gap go &
Khan. N6 da noi véi taén cac chau.”

“Nhung con khach san cia ching chau? Lam céach nao ba biét dugc
chung chau dang ¢ dau a?” Amy hoi lai.

Theo gio 1én cuong vé may bay trén dé cé nhitng dong chi¥ dugc viét
nguéch ngoac. Trén do6 la mot s6 dién thoai viét bang nét chit ctia Nellie.
Bon ho da goi s6 nay dé dat phong khach san truéc khi 1én may bay. “Ci
goi t0i day la Sherlock Holmes[1]. Nhung dirng bat t6i phéi doi cai mi ay
ddy nhé.” Theo cam bitc twgng va lwdt cac ngoén tay quanh né. Giong cia
anh chang khe khé. “Than Sakhet. N than quyén lyc nhat trong tat ca cac
vi than. Nt than ctia sy tritng phat va bao thu linh thiéng. Truyén thuyét ké
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lai rang than Ra[2] tirng phai Sakhet di tiéu diét ké thu cho minh va Sakhet
suyt chut nita da tiéu diét toan thé loai nguwoi.”

“Oaaa, that l1a mot nit than Rambo[3],” Dan thot 1én.

[1] Tham t Sherlock Holmes, nhan vat tham tir hv cdu cua nha van
Anh-Arthur Conan Dolye lirng danh va cé stic dnh hudng trén cd thé gidi.
Ddc diém nhdn dang cua 6ng la cdy gdy, chiéc tdu va cdi mii ddc trung.

[2] Than Mat troi cua nguoi Ai Cap.

[3] Nhan vat hv cdu trong loat phim hanh dong, chién tranh, duoc
xem la biéu tugng cta stic manh co bap.

Nellie c6 vé rat an twgng. “Anh xem ra rat am twong nhitng van dé
do.”

“Theo la mot nha Ai Cap hoc,” Hillary giai thich. “N¢ twng la giam
tuyén ¢ Bao tang Anh quoc.”

“T6i nhd anh ndi anh la hwéng dan vién du lich ma,” Nellie thac mac.

“Chi la trong cac ky nghi thoi, lic téi con dang hoc dai hoc &
Cambridge ay,” Theo dap. “Néu moi nguwoi mudén dem ban bic twgng
Sakhet, t6i day c6 thé dwa ra vai mach nudc, va...”

“Khong dau!” Dan va Amy dong thanh kéu

“Y em 13, mén ndy c6 gia tri tinh cdm véi hai di¥a ching em,” Amy

vOi vang noi. N6 liéc sang Dan. Nhw thuong 1€, ca hai c6 thé tro chuyén
dwgc vGi nhau ma khong phai thét 1én 16i. Ching hiéu minh can cé sv trg
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gitp. Ching phai tin twédng ban than nhat ctia Grace. Grace dan dat chuing
dén noi nay cling c6 ly cta ba.

“Chau nghi Grace da dé lai cho bon chdau mot 14 thv bén trong biic
twong,” Amy noéi. “Ching chau dang truy tim mot... bdo vat gia truyén, va
nghi c6 thé day chinh la vat do6.”

“Nhung chang phai ddy chinh la bao vat hay sao?” Hilary thac mac.
“Néu Theo cho rang né la do that, thi n6 phai rat cé gia tri.”

“That ra 1a vo gia a,” Theo 1én tiéng. “Nhwng tat nhién luén cé nhirng
nguwoi muon ra gia cho nhitng mén hang vo gia. Thong thwong la vi ho c6
ca thung tién.”

Amy va Dan lai phan van.

“Cac em muon noi cac em dang di tim mot cai tham chi con gia tri
hon nira, phai thé khong?”

“Um,” Nellie chen vao, “trong trudng hop cac ¢6 vat gia truyeén, gia tri
lai nam trong doi mat cua ké chiém nguwdng no, ding khong nao? Nha em
da truyén tr doi nay sang doi khac mot cai chdu gém ghiéc c6 hinh dang
nhw qua dita da tir xira tir xwa r6i.”

Dan cam bitc twgng Sakhet 1én. Amy quan sat em minh. C6 gi do 16e
lén trong mat n6. Mot nha Ai Cap hoc lirng lay nhw Howard Carter cling
khong thé tim ra dwgce bi an cta twgng Sakhet, nhung Amy van dam dat
cwoc vao thién tai dién-dién-tu6i-mudi-mot & thang em minh.

“Chi con nh¢ 1do ba Fenwick da xay han mdt hang rao chi dé ngan con
meo cua ching ta khong nao?” né néi. “Chi mai cai la khong ngan n6i?”
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“Saladin da biét cach m@ chét ctra,” Amy dap. “N6 nhdy 1én trén hang
rao, dung mot mong vudt kéo cot rao ra, va roi...”

“Cung luc do lai dui mii vao chot ctta. Vi mot 1y do troi oi nao do, cai
ctta bat mad ra duoc.”

“Ba Fenwick chang bao gid hiéu ra dugc né da vao bang cach nao.”

“DPé la cach vira day vira kéo, vira dui miii cuing mot lic. Tréng c6 vé
nhw 1a hai Iyc déi nghich nhau, nhung that ra...” Dan an mot ngoén tay vao
miii ciia bic twgng va kéo chiéc c6 ra ngoai.

“Khong duwgc!” Theo hot hodng la 1én. “Khong duogc...”

Theo tién 1én phia trtéc mot buwde, nhu thé mudn ngan Dan lai, nhung
tat cA moi nguwdi déu ngac nhién khi bat thinh linh dau bitc twgng xoay 90
do. Mot khe hd nhé xuat hién. Dan nhin vao trong. “Em nghi bén trong c6
1& c6 mot cai gi do.”

“Dé anh. Lam on nao.” Theo lao nhanh dén chiéc ban gidy & géc
phong. Anh chang lay mot cai ti nho va 16i ra mot cai nhip dai.

“Pé anh nhé?”

Ludng Iy, Dan trao bitc twgng cho Theo. Anh chang ddt n6 1én ban,
r6i can than trugt cai nhip vao bén trong. Nhitng ngén tay anh chuyén dong
khéo 1éo. Cham cham, ti man, anh 16i mot cudn gidy ra khéi rudt birc

tuong.

“La gidy papyrus[4]! Nién dai ctia n6 la bao nhiéu?” Hilary giong run
1én vi phan khich.
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[4] Papyrus la mét vdt liéu day giong gidy duwgc sdn xudt tir rudt cay
papyrus - mét logi cdi tui moc trén cdc cung dat am da ting rdt phong phti
0 chdu tho song Nile. Papyrus dugc ghi nhdn la dugc st dung lan dau tién
¢ Ai Cdap co dai, va con dugc dung rong khdp cdc viing Pia Trung Hdi.

Theo cau may khi dat mau gidy papyrus 1én ban. “Day khéng phai la
gidy papyrus co6. Co 1€ chi tir thé ky 16 théi chang? Khong phai chuyén
mon cta chau. N6 c6 hinh vé gi d6 ¢ mat sau va chit viét & mat tredc nay.”

“Ta phai xem cho chit viét. Minh m@ ra nhu thé nao day?” Amy héi
Theo.

“Can than nhé.” Theo giit cAc mép gidy va gid né ra. “That dién ro,”
anh chang lam bam. “Thi nay dang ra phdi di thang vao vién bdo tang
chit.” Nhung chinh anh chang xuéng dé doc miéng gidy papyrus vdi cung
mot niém hao hitc nhw bat ky ai.
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“K.C.,” Dan thi thao v6i Amy trong hoi thé. “Katherine Cahill!”
That ky diéu lam sao. Chinh Katherine da dé lai thong diép nay. Nhw

thé c6 nghia rang chinh Grace 1a ngudi duy nhat biét vé n6, va gio day... hai

chi em ching la nhitng nguwdi duy nhat biét vé n6. Amy nam lay canh tay
Dan.

“Hai dang sé pho trg nguoi, mot la cia sy de doa,” Dan doc.
“Sakhet do6i khi con dugc goi 1a Nit than cua So hai,” Theo giai thich.

“Ta hdy xem so d6 nao.” Dan can than xoay ngwoc to gidy moéng
manh.
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LTI AT TR

(inl i

D6 1a mot hinh vé hét nhw nhitng hinh ching da tréng thdy & can cw
Ekat.

“Anh c6 biét n6 la cai gi khong?” Amy héi Theo.

Anh chang quan sét that ky. “T6i cho rang do6 la ban d6 ctia mét lang
mo, nhung can c6 doi chit nghién citu thi méi tim ra dwge. C6 hang tram
lang mo nam & khap dat nwéc Ai Cap, va dén gio nguwdoi ta van kham pha
thém nhiéu lang mo nira.”

“Cho da.” Dan xé hai manh gidy ra khoi cudn so trén ban. Rat nhanh,
né phac hoa ra hai bitc vé con lai ma hai chi em da trong thdy & can cw
Ekat, chinh x4c dén tirng chi tiét. N6 dat hai manh gidy & canh t& papyrus

va doi chiéu that ti mi.

a ba déu giong nhau,” Theo noi. “Vé&i mot vai khac biét nhé, nhung

p »

“Piéu dang ndi chinh la nhitng sy khac biét,” Dan ngat 10i.

N6 lay ra mot to gidy trang khac. Cui xudng to gidy, Dan vé that cham
chy, lau lau lai ngang 1én doi chiéu vGi cac bitc vé trede do. “Ta phdi nhin
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k¥ ca ba bitc vé nay, sau do lwgc bé hét di tat ca ngoai trir diém chung gitra
ching.” N6 chia birc vé cua minh cho Theo xem. “Gig thi anh da nhan ra
chua?”

Theo nhin vao so do mot lic 1au. R6i anh di t6i ké sach va 14y ra
quyén sach mang tén Thung liing ctia cdc Nir hoang.

Anh gié dén mot trang. “Day roi. Toi cho la né. Pay la ban d6 lang
mo N hoang Nefertari.” Anh ngang dau nhin hai dia. “Nhung ma, tai sao
lai nhv vay ch@?”
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CHUONG 11

“EM NGHI PO LA NEFERTITI CHU NHI,” Amy c6 néi lang cau
chuyen.

Theo lac dau. “P6 1a mot nit hoang khac. Nt hoang Nefertari, vieong
phi yéu quy ciia Ramses Dé Nhi. Ong tri vi Ai Cap trong sdu muoi sau nim
su6t Vuwong triéu thit muwdoi chin, Tan Vuwong quoc, tit nam 1279 dén 1213
treéde Cong nguyen.”

Dan thé dai. O méi noi ching dit chan dén, duong nhv lic nao Dan
cling phdi nghe thuyét gidng.

“MO Nefertari dén tan nam 1904 mdi dugc nha khao c6 hoc Ernesto
Schiaparelli[1] phat hién ra. N6 bi dong ctra mot thoi gian dai - chirng ba
muoi nam - vi cac birc tranh twong rat dé bi hw héng. Lang mo dwoc lam ti
da voi va nhitng lan trung tu déu bi nwdc, bi hoi am va mudi lam hw hai.
R06i né trdi qua mot dot bao tén quy mo 16n vao dau thap nién 90. Hién nay,
noi nay dwgc xem la lang mo dep nhat trén toan Ai Cap.”

[1] Nha khdo c6 néi tiéng nguoi Y (1856-1928) néi tiéng vi dd phdt
hién ra ldng nir hoang Nefertari.

“Nhwng ta van khong hiéu,” Hilary 1én tiéng. “Chting ta khong dugc
phép 1ay bat ct thit gi ra khéi lang mo. Vay lam thé nao cac chau c6 ban do
cua no duoc?”

“biéu nay rat kho gidi thich a,” Amy tra 16i. “C6 1& & dé c6 mot bic

thu danh cho bon chau.”
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“Ta hiéu r6i,” Hilary néi, mdc du r6é rang ba chang hiéu gi sat. “Kiéu
nhw mot tro choi sao?”

“Chinh xac,” Amy tra 16i. “Mot kiéu san lung kho bau.”
“Mot gia dinh lap di, ba nhi?” Dan chém vao.

“Moi nguoi cé thé gap phai mot van dé,” Theo néi. “Cac bic phu diéu
bén trong lang yéu dén do ngudi ta da gidi han du khach vao tham quan.
Rat kho6 vao trong d6 va quan sat. Toi cé thé xody cho minh mot vé vao
cong...”

“Vay thi sao cac chau khong dé Theo lam hwéng dan vién dén
Luxor[2]?” Hilary goi y. “Bac si cdm ta khong dwoc phép du lich - 6ng ay
dung la kiéu ngudi wa lam qua moi thit 1én, trong khi ta chi m&i bdy muoi
chin tu6i théi chit may - nhung Theo sé 1a mot hwéng dan vién gidi d6. N6
da dat du khach dén Luxor rat nhiéu lan r6i. N6 biét tirng tdc dat trong khu
thung liing. Hay dé n6 gitp, cac chau than yéu cua ta. Vi Grace. Ta khong
thé lam gi cho Grace khi ba ay con dang trong con bénh hiém ngheo. Hay
dé ta giup lan nay. Ta sé goi dién dat vé may bay ngay tirc khac.”

[2] Thanh phé 16n thu¢c ving Thuong Ai Cdp, duoc xem la bdo tang
ngodi troi Ién nhdt trén thé gidi boi rat nhiéu qudn thé kién tric co dai,
trong do co “Thung liing cdac vi vua” va “Thung liingit hoang”. Ldng
Nefertari cting ndm trong sé nay.

Dan gat dau. “Da dwoc a,” Amy dong tinh.
Hilary nhin birc twgng Sakhet. “Ta c6 mot ggi y, cac chau than yeu.
Nay da tim thay bitc thw, cé thé cac chau cling muén mang tra bitc twong

trd vé ngan hang. N than quy bau nhuwong ay thi khong nén bi nhét vao
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cho hanh ly cac chau mang theo. Ta rat san long gitip cac chau lam viéc
do.”

Amy v6i 1ay birc twong Sakhet. Con bé go6i no tré vao miéng vai lanh
mém mai, r6i m& khoéa chiéc tii deo hong ra. Birc twgng Sakhet vira khit
trong long tui. “Du sao cling xin cam on ba, nhuwng chau sé mang no6 theo.”
Co 1é Hilary n6i ding, nhwng Amy khong thé bo lai, du chi mot ngay, bic
twgng ma Grace muon hai diva gitr.

Co qua it nhitng thit ma Grace dé lai. Sgi day chuyén ngoc bich, va
gio day la birc twgng. Ba da c6 gang két noi vdi ching va gti dén cho
ching mot diéu gi d6. N6 van khong hiéu Grace dang dan ching dén dau
va vi sao lai nhv thé, nhung con bé khong mudn bo birc twgng lai.

kR

Khi mat troi con chwa 1én han, Hilary da gé nhe vao ctta phong. Ho
chén mot bita sang t6c hanh, con Hilary “b6i dudng” cho ching thém mot
chuyén di dung téc gdy khac dén san bay. Ba dé nghi tréng nom con
Saladin trong lic bon chung di.

“Cac chau bé, chd cé lo lang,” ba té ra an can nhung con Saladin da
khit miii dé phong. “Ta yéu méo. Bon ta roi sé hoa thuan véi nhau thoi.”

San bay nong nuc va dong nghit. Moi ngudi ditng xép hang chd lay
thé 1én mday bay. Chuyén bay dén Luxor con hon mot gio nita méi khai
hanh. Néu bay ding gi®, ho sé c6 mat & Luxor vao giita trua.

Amy cam gidc nhw dam dong dang chén ép minh, lam cho né thay kho
thd. Cé qua nhiéu nguwoi dang x6 day dé tién gan hon dén quay ban vé va
mdy canh cong. Amy ldy quyén cam nang ctia Grace ra doc. Bém qua, con
bé da doc lwét qua trude khi di ngu. Han la Grace da st dung quyén sach
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nay trong rat nhiéu chuyén di dén Ai Cap. Amy c6 thé chi ra nhitng mau
muc khac nhau ma Grace da st dung. Ba ghi ngay ctia cac chuyén di vao
bén trong bia sach, tir nhitng nam 1960 dén 1990. Hau hét cac muc déu la
nhitng quan ca phé ma ba wa thich, hay tén cua nhitng bac tai ba da di cung.
Nhiéu nguoi trong s6 dé6 da bi gach bé. Amy thac mac vi sao Grace lai
khong mua thém mot quyén khac. Du sao thi cling chang c6 thong diép nao
& 1é sach viét dai loai nhw, Pdy la noi cdc con sé tim thdy manh moéi cua
Katherine!

C6 mot mau muyc trong c6 vé moi hon. Con bé da nhin ky mat trong
bia quyén sach, nhung n6 khong viét ra ngay thang nhu nhitng cho khac.
Amy da gid quyén sach dé tim cac ghi chi c6 cuing mau xanh nhat ay, dén
khi chit viét nhoe di. Amy ngu quén ludn trén géi cung vdi quyén sach ké
bén minh.

Theo dan ho dén cong. Ca bon ditng nép sang mot bén, quan sat ngudoi
ta 1y hanh ly ti chuyén bay dén tir Rome.

Thinh linh, ho nghe thdy mot sy rung chuyén.

“Yo, ban cta t6i. Thong thuwong, to6i day cé cd mot doan ho téng trén
mdy bay. Nhitng fan hdm md, bon hgo c6 xu hwéng yéu ménngdi sao
Wizard. Ho lan rong tinh cam 4y, va c6 thé la tinh cdm dy cling c6 khi hoi
qua that mot chut, c6 biét t6i dang noi gi khong?”

Dan rén ri. “Oi troi dat oi.”

Amy 16i thang nho6c ra sau mot cai cot va cuéng cuong ra hiéu cho
Nellie. Theo to mo theo sat ca bon.

Tt phia sau c6t, ho len 1én quan sat. Jonah Wizard dang ding véGi bo
né va mot phu nit cao déng mac dong phuc, thudc phi hanh doan.
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“Hay kiém tra dam déng dang kia[3],” Jonah Wizard ra 1énh.

[3] Nhdn vat co tinh néi trai hodc str dung tiéng long trong van hoéa
hip hop.

“DP6 la nhitng hanh khach dang chuan bi bay chuyén tiép theo.”

Bon ho c6 thé nghe thay ti€éng xuxoéng ctia may sgi xich bang vang
caa Jonah khi ga nhéc quay vé phia nguai tiép vién. “Tuyét. Ching ta van
c6 mat tredc. Nhung ngay khi toy ra khoi noi nay, chac chan sé c6 mot dam
hon oi la loan cho ma coy. Trac van tran lun[4].”

[4] Nguyén van: “Fo’ shizzle” ndi trgi cta tir for sure (chdc chdn).

“Hon oi la... trac... Xin 16i, y ngai la...?”

“Toi sé goi bao cho cap trén ctia c6 vé viéc thiéu vang kiém soat dam
dong & day,” Ong Wizard lén tiéng. “Va tdi ciing khéng st dung
BlackBerry duwoc!”

“Moi nguoi quen quy ong tré kia sao?” Theo hai nho.

“Em sé khong bao gio quang cai chit quy 6ng bwra bai dau,” Dan noi.
“Chit ay sé nén vao han va khong chirng c6t cach cling dinh luoén vao han

day.”

“Anh khong biét hdn u?” Amy ldy 1am la. “O M, hin ta 1a mot siéu
sao do.”

Thay Theo nghét mat ra, Nellie néi thém, “Anh biét khong, bai “Mac
Quan Z06 bé’? Bai ‘Dé Thoi Gian Tré Lai Bé’? Hay la ‘Em Lam Tui S¢
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Vaiii’?”
“Quy vi dang dung tiéng Anh d6 sao?” Theo thac mac.

“Bon em dung tiéng Anh duwong pho,” Dan tra 1oi. “Ngdat noi do la
duwong Rodeo & Beverly Hills.”

Theo gio hai tay 1én vé bat lyc. “Ciu v6i, téi can phién dich!”

“Han ta la mot thang cha cwc ky dom doi,” Dan néi xang. “Anh chi
can biét by nhiéu théi.”

Amy quyét dinh chira lai khong néi ra thyc té rang Jonah ciling chinh
la mot thanh vién trong dong ho Cahill va la anh ho cta chiung. Thoat tién,
con bé da hoan toan bi choang khi biét rang ngoi sao hip-hop litng danh kia
cO ho hang v@i minh. La mot thanh vien cuta chi toc Janus dong ho Cahill,
Jonah cling chdp nhan cudc thir thach truy tim 39 manh méi. Di nhién véi
han ta, bé mot triéu dola cling chang hé han gi. C6 khi Jonah ciling tiéu
chtrng dé tién m6t nam chi riéng cho khodn tién boa.

Jonah di nhanh vao phong cho, ngoac cap kinh den Ién mat. N6 gio
tay ra dé san sang gat phang cac yéu cau. Nhung chang c6 yéu cau nao ca.

“Cho m6t phu khuan vac dén mang hanh ly toy. Chiéc limo toy di sé
c6 mat ngoai 1é duwong.”

“Xin thi 16i, nhwng ngai phai dén quay nhan hanh ly.”

Jonah ldy lam ngac nhién. “Toy khong nhdn hanh ly, ma oi. Hanh ly
dén vdéi toy.”
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“Tén cua t6i 1a Senadi. Xin ngai lwgng thit, néu nhuw khong cé viéc gi
ntta thi...”

“Ma khong biét tdi la ai sao?”

Pitng sau lung Jonah, ngudi ti€p vién xoe tron mat nhin nhitng tiép
vién khac & quay. “That sy la khong.”

Jonah kinh ngac. Ga nhéc g& cap kinh ra. “Bo6 ¢i!” n6 ré 1én.

“Gio hay yén tam di Jonah,” cha Jonah tran an. “Hién nhién la & cai
xt Ai Cap khi ho co gay nay, nguoi ta khong biét con trai da 1a mot thwong
hiéu toan cau.”

“Y b6 1a... ching ai biét con la ai?”

“Nao, Jonie, c binh tinh. Ta biét chac 1a...”

“Bon ho khong biét con la mot qua bom u?”

M6t phu nit ludng tudi xoay sang Jonah ngay lap tirc. “Ai d6 vira néi
qua bom sao?”

Co0 Senadi ndi nhanh vao bo dam. “An ninhAn ninh, chung ta c6 mot
treong hop nguy hiém.”

“Oi meng déc 0i,” Dan n6i. “Hinh nhw han vira néi sai céi gi do, phai
khong?”

“Chang ta nén 1én may bay,” Amy ndi. “Chi c6 cam giac Jonah sap
stta mac ket vao mot cudc tra hoi it 1au day.”
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“An ninh sao, meéng oi!” Jonah dang rong hai tay ra. “Pa dén ltic roi!
Néu nhuw moi ngwdi cé thé vay quanh trén dwong t6i ra chiéc limo...”

“T6i xin 10i, thwa ngai,” vién an ninh 1én tiéng. Anh ta nam lay khuyu
tay Jonah. “Ngai sé phdi di cung chung toi”.

“Chaaa!”

Amy va Dan cwoi khic khich chitng kién canh nhan vién an ninh ho
tong Jonah va cha ctia né ra ngoai.

“Em chua tirng thdy céi gi hai hwdc dén thé ké tr cai ban tay phat
thanh vién dy bao thai tiét dang noéi gitta chirng thi bi xi hoi,” Dan ldy lam

khoadi chi. “Hy vong bon ho sé giit thang cha d6 lai it nhat la m6t nam.”

“Xin 16i cau?” Mot chang trai Ai Cap lich sy ditng canh bén néi véi
Dan. “Co nguoi guri cho cau thit nay.” Anh ta dwa cho Dan mot buc thu.

“La ai vay?”

“Pa dwoc tra ba muoi do. Gio thi chao cau!” anh chang chay bién di
tredc khi bon ho c6 thé héi han gi thém.

Dan m@ birc thu ra. Do la ban vé mot thi cong cu gi do dai dai.

“Pay la cai gi?” Dan thac mac. “Mot cai cubc a?”

“Pay khong phaéi 1a mdt cai cuéc lam vud liéc nhin va lén tiéng. “D6
la mot cong cu c6 xwa cua ngwoi Ai Cap dung trong qua trinh wép xac.
Nguoi ta dung né dé 1dy nao ra khoi co thé nguwdi duge wdp. Cho thang vao
16 miii, day nhe mot ti cho dén khi ndo ngwoi hda 1éng va chay ra ngoai qua

dwong mii.”
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“Tuyét!” Dan thot lén.
“T6i cling thay vay. Tuy nhién ho lai khng bdo quan ndo ngudi giong
nhw cac bé phan khac. Phéi, da day va rudt riéc no kia déu dwgc khoét sach

va dat vao tirng chiéc binh day kin.”

“Ui cha cha,” Dan thich thd. “An twong that. Ngon lanh canh dao, hai
nhitng anh chang c6 dai.”

“MOot nguoi ban cta cau gui cho thit nay sao?” Theo hai. “Co vé hai bi
hai hvéc ddy nhi.”

“Phai,” Amy noi. “That dién ro.”
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CHUONG 12

LUC HO PI LONG VONG trén cic con phé ¢ Luxor, Dan bit dau
cam thay Ai Cap giong nhur mot cai 10 nwéng con minh la mot con ga tay.
N6 mirng rd khi chiéc taxi chay vao mot con dwong nhé dan xudng bén
cang vi nhu thé né c6 thé ngam dong nwéc mau xanh 14 ctia song Nile. N6
chang thdy mat mé hon teo nao, nhung du sao cling con hon la nhin thay
toan cat la cat.

“Ching ta dang & dau vay anh?” Amy hoi Theo ltic moi nguwoi 14y
hanh ly.

Theo trd tién cho tai xé. Anh hat ham vé huéng chiéc thuyén nho
bu6m trang, dang dau trén dong nuwéc. “Kia.”

“Ai cha cha,” Dan thich thd. “Mdt chiéc thuyén sao? B4 chdy.”

“Pung thé,” Amy néi. “Va né khong dirng lai.” T trudc dén gio Amy
chua tirng thich thui véi tau bé. Va viéc ay con t6i té hon khi né suyt nita bi
chét dudi luc bi quang khoi con tau xuéng dong kénh & Venice.

“Nhitng chiéc thuyén nay dwgc goi la dahabiyya,” Theo giai thich.
“Moi nguoi c6 thay nhitng thuyén buém nho hon trén séng khong? Chiing
goi la felucca. Khong chuyén di nao dén Ai Cap dugc xem la tron ven néu
khong cé mot chuyén du ngoan trén felucca nay. M6t ngwdi ban cta toi néi
rang chuing ta c6 thé & lai vai dém trén thuyén ctua anh trong ldc anh ay con
dang ¢ Cairo.”
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“Nay, c6 1é la sau khi ching ta dén tham quan liang N hoang
Neferfarty xong, ta sé tam song nhé,” Dan dé nghi.

“La Nefertari, va cho du chi em mué6n lam gi thi cling dirng bao gio
boi trén dong song Nile day nhé,” Theo dan do. “Co du céc loai ky sinh
trung - cac loai sau bo - c6 thé khién chii em cam thdy rat 1a, néi sao nhi,
khé chiu. Au tring ctia chiing s& xam nhap vao da chii em. Va di nhién d6i
khi con c6 cé ca sau nita.”

“Oké, vay la anh da thuyét phuc dwoc em r6i do,” Dan dap.
“DPi nao moi ngwoi, mang hanh 1y 1én thuyén théi.”

Budng lai ngan nap, rong rai va béng loang. Cé da khong gian cho hai
nguwoi nam ngd & dau mii thuyén, va khu vire dé ngoi tao thanh mot chiéc
giwvong khac. Ké sach xép doc theo buong lai. Theo néi, anh sé ngu trén
boong. “Dé tréng chirng ca sau,” anh chang nhdy mat.

“Con bay gig,” anh néi tiép, “t6i phai di hoi han vé cach vao lang mo.
Co6 thé can mot vai 10i thuyét phuc niva. Khi troi that sy néng 1én cac em c6
thé sé mudn nghi ngoi d6i chidt, nhuwng moi nguwdi van con thoi gian dé
kham pha thung ling. Moi nguwdi mudn bat dau tv dau nao?”

Amy gid quyén sach hwéng dan cia Grace. Trén may bay, né dé y
rang Grace da vién quanh mot dia diém bang nét muc mau xanh nhat. “Ba
néi khong duwgc bo qua dén Hatshepsut.”

“Tuyét voi. Ca hai di tich déu nam cung man Thebes ctia con song.”
Theo nhin Nellie. “Co em nghi sao vé viéc dén tham quan van phong cta

mot nha khao co thit thiét?”

“That sao? Em rat thich.”
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Dan tron xoe mat nhin Amy. Hai dita chwa bao gio biét rang c6 nang
au pair nhanh nhau ctia minh lai cé thé sanh séi cai khoan...Iam con gdi dén
thé. Trén mday bay né da bi say gio khi trong thay hai nguwdi nay cung nhau
chén mot bich dau phong. N6 wéc ao sao cho Nellie quay lai ton thd chiéc
iPod cua c0 nang.

“Hay tha bé xudng doc theo con song roi toi sé bat taxi cho hai em,”
Theo néi v6i Dan va Amy. “Nellie va t6i sé gap cdc em & dén Hatshepsut

trong dung boong mot gio nita. Khi do, chung ta sé vao trong lang mo.”

kel

“Chi khong tin dugc rang anh Theo ndéi nhw thé nay van con chwa phai
la néng,” Amy néi. “Con c6 thé néng hon dén mic nao nita chi?”

Amy sap stta cau nhau thém nira thi trréc mat né mot canh twgng kinh
ngac dang dan hién ra trong bau khong khi lwgn séng cia sa mac. Dén
Hatshepsut nam & dudi chan nhitng vach da sing sttng. N6 duwgc xay thanh
ba tang, v&i cac hang cot dung thang doc theo mat trudc. Mot day doc va
bac thang dan khach vao tham quan bén trong deén.

“Chang phai la vo cuing 16ng lay hay sao?” con bé thot 1én.

“Cho nao?” Dan hdi lai. “Cat? Hay la... cat?”

“Ching ta dang & day, trén mat dat ma con ngudoi da tirng buwdc di
hang ngan nam vé trwéc. Chi da doc dugc trong quyén sach...”

Dan gio hai ngén l1én. “Canh giac c6 thuyét gido.”
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“... rang ngoi dén nay dwoc kién tric su cia nit hoang, ngai Senenmut,
thiét ké vao Vuong triéu thir 18. Vé sau, n6 bi hoang dé Ramses pha huy...”

“Em doan la ga ta khong phai fan ham mo

“... va tham chi noi day c6 mot thoi gian tirng la mot tu vien Ai Cap.
Nguwoi ta van dang khai quat cac thanh phan cta kién tric nay. Chi nghi
ching ta nén di ngay dén ché phu diéu mo td chuyén hanh trinh cta nit
hoang dén Vung dat ctia Punt[1]. Hay nhin xem ba Grace da viét gi & day.”

[1] “Vung dat cua Punt”, con goi la Pwenet, la mét doi tdc giao
thwong noi tiéng ctua nguoi Ai Cdp thoi bdy gio, chuyén sdn xudt va xudt
khdu vang, huong liéu, go, nga voi va cd no 1é. Tuy nhién, cho dén nay ddy
van la mét vung dat hoan toan bi an.

Dirng bo 16 chung! Tham chi tir Tan Vuong quoc, mét nit hoang da
phdi di mua sam Gidng sinh.

“Punt & dau?” Dan thac mac. “N6é & canh Pass va Hike c6 phai
khong?”

“Khong mot ai biét rd. Ho nghi n6 ¢ Somali ngay nay. Hatshepsut da
thue hién mot cudc tham hiém téi dé.”

Hai dita di dén mot doc 16n thoai thodi, & gitta c6 nhitng bac thang
nong. Cai nong bat ra tir tdng da nhat mau va hat vao nguoi ching. Nhitng
mau vang, mau be cua cat va vach da khién moi vat tré thanh mot thit anh
sang lung linh gian giat trong khong khi. Amy mirng vi Theo da nang nac
ép chiing phai mang theo kinh mét va mfi ludi trai. Anh sang chéi 16a khién
khong thé nhin thay gi dugc bang mat thwong. Cang xuong sau phia dudi,
Amy cang thay khiép sg. Tat cd khién n6 non nao, cai néng gay gat, bau
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troi mau xanh dwong, vach da, sw hung vi ctia cac birc twong va cot kién
truc.

“Ba ta day r6i,” Amy chi vao mot bitc twgng Hatshepsut.
“f cha, ba ndy c6 rau,” Dan néi. “Nit hoang 1a mot g trai kia!”

“Ba ta goi minh la vua,” Amy giai thich. “Thé nén dé6i khi ba ta con
trang diém thém cho minh bd rau.”

“Sao cling dugc,” Dan néi. “Em nghi ba ay can cao rau.”

“Nhanh nao, chi nghi rang cac bitc phu diéu nam & tang th hai.” Sau
khi tham khdo quyén cam nangAmy dirng lai trong choc 1at. Dan c6 ruén
nguoi nhin ra sau vai chi no.

“Chi nghi ching ta ré phai,” Amy noi.

“Khong, trai chw,”

“Phai. RGi tréi, r6i lai sang phai...”

“Va ré tiép, r6i da mot phat roi nhay cai tum. Day la chi dan hay la
man biéu dién c6 vii vay?” Dan c6 chop ldy quyén sach. “Cho em xem
vOi.”

“Thoi, chi hiéu ra ro6i.”

“Nhung em van chwa xem ma!”

Amy giang lai quyén sach khéi tay Dan. “Chi khéng mudén em lam

20

mat no.
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“Pugc, em sé lam mat cho coi,” Dan cay cu lau bau.

Amy tién nhanh vé phia trudc. N6 khong muén quyén sach roi khéi
tay minh. Nhitng 16i nhdn cta Grace van con trong do, va ngay ca khi con
bé khong thé ty minh hiéu dugc chiing, thi Amy cling khong mudén dé Dan
lam d6 soda 1én cac trang gidy hay dé quén quyén sach & m6t quan ca phé
nao do.

Dan cau may lui thui theo sau chi n6. Amy van nhin 1én cac bitc twong
khong 16 va do lai trong quyén sach, néng long mudn tim ding noi dang
muon dén. Bat thinh linh, Amy ditng lai chi tay 1én cao. “Kia r6i! D6 l1a noi
c6 trong tdm hinh cia Grace.” Con bé ditng vao cho Grace da ditng va tao
dang theo y hét.

“Em cha hiéu gi sat,” Dan néi. “May tram ngan nam gi do6 trudc Kkia,
nit hoang di dén Punt. Em chang thiy diéu nay c6 an nhap gi vdi ching ta
hét. Chi, nhin xem kia.”

N6 chi vao mot bitc twgng vdi than hinh thap, map tron. Amy tham
khao quyén sach. “Dé la Nt hoang vung dat Punt. Ba ta da trao mén qua la

nhitng cay myrrh[2] cho nit hoang Hatshepsut.”

[2] Myrrh hay con goi la cay nhva thom“Em cha them quan tam, ba ta
van nén tir b6 mén banh falafel thi hon.”

“Tai sao Grace dan ta dén day?” Amy hoi to. “Ba dang c6 gang ndi
v&i ching ta diéu gi chang? Nan qua di mat!”

“Nhung chi it ba cling cé gdng,” Dan dap. “Cudi cung thi ba cling da
dé lai cho ching ta mot cai gi d6 dé ma di tiép. Ba dé lai manh moi la con
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Saladin dé ta biét cach m@ bitc twgng. Chi cé hai ching ta méi biét dugc
diéu nay théi.”

“Co 1é 1a em c6 ly.” Amy nhin vé phia thung liing, r6i dén hang dai
khach du lich dang ndi ti€p di 1én bo doc. N6 nhan ra hai bong ngudi dang
tut lai phia sau. “Nhin kia!” Amy la 1én. “D¢ la Jonah va cha han.”

“Oi troi,” Dan rén ri. “Thé ma em c& hy vong rang cha con nha né chi
it thi cling sé bi nhot vinh vién chg.”

Thinh linh, mot luéng anh sang roi vao khién ching cdm thay nhw
dang noi bat 1én tredc mat moi ngwdi. Dan va Amy nhin xuéng bén dudi
doc thay hai cai bong nho xiu cia Jonah va cha né dot ngot dirng lai. Jonah
ngo6i xudng, ngay bén phdi con doc, nhu thé n6é da cdm thdy qua mét va
néng nén khéng buéc ndi nita. Cha n6 dang khom ngwdi xuéng bén no, han
la dang thuc giuc ga nhoc ding day.

“Theo va Nellie dau r6i?” Dan thac mac. “Lé ra hai nguoi dé da dén
day roi chw?”

Amy rung minh cam nhan dvgc mot con lo sg. “Minh di tim hai anh
chi dy di.”

Ca hai treo 1én tang ké tiép. Khi dén dinh ddc, tui nd trong thdy Theo
va Nellie dang ditng canh mot chiéc cot.

“Bon chi dang tim hai em do6!” Nellie n6i, mdac dau Amy cam thay
dwong nhu c6 nang va Theo da dung ¢ do tw 1au, tay trong tay.

“T6i c6 tin tot va tin xau,” Theo noi. “Tin xau - lang mo Nefertari da
dong ctra.”
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“Xong phim!” Dan kéu lén.

“Tin tot 1la Theo that tuyét voi,” Nellie nhin Theo bang cap mat 1ap
lanh cdm phuc. “Lem phdi xem anh ay hanh dong ra sao. Anh ay dén gap
nguwoi c6 chitc vu cao nhat, mot nha khao co thit dit gi do, va bat dau noi
vdi Ong ta vé viéc anh ay dang viét quyén sach nay, va nha khéao c6 dé bi an
twgng ngay tirc khac trude sy gioi giang ctia Theo dén noéi da cho anh ay
thé thong hanh va noéi rang ching ta cé thé vao bén trong lang mo! Thién
tai tram phan tram!”

“Co em noi qua ré6i. Chang dang gi dau.” Theo bao.
“Pirng khiém ton vay chi,” Nellie noi.

“That sy chang c6 ti gi tai nang cua t6i ca. Chi la vi c6 em qua duyén
dang ma thoi.”

“0), xin chao? C6 phai hoi méo khen méo dai dudi diy khong?” Dan
chen vao. “Lang mo u?”

“Phai,” Theo dap. “Chung ta nén di ngay, tredc khi 6ng ta doi y.”

“Co l6i di phu khong anh?” Any héi. “Em, rm, dai loai em mudn xem
duwgc vai thit ma du khach sé khéng thay dwoc.”

“Anh luon biét dwong thoat, con nhd khong nao?” Theo bdo. “Nhung
ché quén diéu nay - néu ndéi vé nhitng ngdi mg, thi chi c6 duy nhat mot 16i

di ma thoi.”

kkek

https://thuviensach.vn



“Xem nao, ching ta budc phdi tuan theo mot so6 luat 16,” Theo giai
thich. “Ng6i md nay hién dang & trong tinh trang rat yéu, do do6 tuyét doi
khong mang theo may anh, khong den flash, khong dén pin. Khi t6i m&
clra, anh sang sé tia vao. Moi nguoi sé nhin thdy dugc duong di, nhung
khong sang sia lam dau. Cac btc bich hoa phdi dwgc bdo quan bang moi
gia. Hay can than khi bwdc xudng thang, va khong duwgc cham vao bat c
th gi ¢ trén twong. Va khi t6i ra hiéu la da dén gio di ra, chiing ta di ra. Ta
c6 muoi phut. Moi ngwoi dong y chit?”

Moi nguoi déu gat dau. Theo m@ canh cita bang sat nang trich. Anh
chang bién mat dang sau cong xuéng lang mo va ca bon theo xuéng nhitng
ndc thang chat hep. Khéng khi cang & sau cang mat mé hon, va c6 mui bui.
Amy nghe tiéng Dan ho. Con bé hy vong khong khi ngot ngat sé khong lam
anh hwdng dén chitng hen suyén cuia no.

Theo noi khé. “Lang mo dwgc tim thay da trong rong. Truwdc do rat
1au, bon cuwdp da lay di tat ca roi. Nhuwng n6 van con mét kho bau dang gia
hon.”

Ho buéc vao can phong dau tién. Amy hit mot hoi vao buéng phai.
Mau sac ua tda ra v6i n6, vo cung lung linh, song dong. Nhitng sac dé,
vang, xanh 13, xanh duvong.

“P6, chinh l1a Nefertari. Tén ctia ba nghia la Biéu dep dé nhat.”

Birc vé hinh nguwoi mac chiéc do choang mau trang trong sudt, cé co
rong mau vang va doi bong tai hinh déa hoa na ro.

“Ba dy that xinh dep,” Nellie néi. “Minh thic syt muén cho nit trang
cua ba.”

“Nhin lén xem,” Theo tham thi.
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Tran trén dau ho dugc vé bang mau xanh dwong sam. Cac vi sao mau
vang dugc vé bang nhitng nét co nhanh, hang no noi tiép hang kia. Diéu
nay khién Amy cdm thdy chéng mat.

“Ngo6i mo dugc thiét ké ra nham lam noi cho Nefertari gia biét cudc
song khi di xudng thé gidi bén kia,” Theo giai thich. Anh dan dwong cho
moi nguwoi budc xudng nhitng bac thang hep khac. “Rat nhiéu vi than dén
chao ni* hoang va dan dat ba trén su6t cudc hanh trinh. Can phong cudi
cung chinh la phong chira mg.”

Ho di qua nhitng bitc phu diéu tuyét dep va song dong trén tuwong. “Do
la than Osiris,” Theo chi tay. “Than am phu, chong nit than Isis. Khi ta vao
bat ky ngdi mo nao, tic la ta da vao thé gidi caa Osiris.”

Ho di vao trong phong an tang. “Noi day, Isis sé dan Nefertari t&i am
pht,” Theo gidi thich. “Hay xem cach ba dy cam tay nit hoang mé&i nhe
nhang lam sao. Va Isis sé dat chia khéa hinh chit thap, biéu twgng ctia cudc
song vinh cttu, vao miéng nit hoang.”

Amy da quén hét vé manh moi. That khé ma tdp trung khi c6 qua
nhiéu mau sac va nhitng diéu bi an vay quanh. Amy dang ditng giita mot
thé gidi co dai, va tat ca nhitng gi n6 mudn lam la xoay tron va xoay tron
xung quanh dé thu gom cang nhiéu hinh anh vao tam tri cang tot.

“Muoi phat caa chiing ta da hét,” Theo théng béo.

“Nhung khong thé thé dugc! Chung ta viva méi dén day thdi ma!”
Amy phan déi.

“Thoi gian ¢ day ngung dong, c6 phai khong nao? Nhung ta van phai
di thoi. Em da tim thay cai minh muén hay chwa?”
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“Chua, nhung & day that dang kinh ngac,” Amy tiéc nudi. Lam thé nao
né cé thé chon riéng ra mét con chit twong hinh hay la mot birc diéu khac
cht? Moi thit déu c6 xwa, da tén tai hang ngan nam tredc khi Katherine
Cahill dwgc sinh ra. Katherine at han da trong thay lang md nay, han ba da
buwdc vao chon nay va bi choang nggp trueéc vé dep ctia né, nhw chinh tui
né bay gio. Lam thé nao ba dy cé thé lwu lai thit gi & day khi biét chac chan
sé c6 ai do tim thdy? Ba ay khong thé dé lai dugc moén gi & day cd; nguoi
hwéng dan ctia ba ciing chinh la bon cwép lang mg, do dé ba biét chac chan
nhitng do vat sé khong duwgc an toan.

Amy ngodi nhin lang mo 1an cu6i trong ltc tat ca leo trd lai 1én trén vé
v6i khong khi va anh sang mat troi. Ba da dé lai thit gi, hd ba Katherine?

Amy ty hoi.

Skkek

Trong lic trd vé thuyén, ho trong thdy mot to gidy trang phat pho trén
cot buom. “Cai gi thé nhi?” Amy hoi giong canh giac.

“Co 1é la thuc don caa ctta hang mua mang di,” Dan tra 10i. “Xac vép
€O an pizza khong nhi?”

Ca bon nhdy lén thuyén va tién lai gan hon. Nellie hodng hét. To gidy
duwgc dinh vao cot buéom bang mét con dao trong that dang sg. LuGi dao 16e
sang dudi anh mat troi.

Ho budc dén gan hon dé doc to giay.

Cdi chét sé dp dén ké phd binh

gidc yén nghi ngan thu
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trong chdp mat
“C nay ghé rgn qua,” Nellie rung minh.

Theo it con dao ra va vo nat t¢ gidy. “Chac han dan dia phuwong dang
c6 hu doa chiing ta dé mua vui day ma.”

Amy khong nghi nhu thé. N6 thac mac “Nhung thé c6 nghia la gi?”

“DPé la 10i nguyén caa pharaoh,” Theo gidi thich. “Mot thit mé tin ngd
ngan, chdm hét. Bat ct ai xam hai mot ng6i mo sé hitng chiu mot cai chét
kinh hoang va bat dac ky t¢. La mdy thit nhu trong phim kinh di ay. Toan
chuyén tré con.”

Tré con? Dan nhin Amy. La Jonah, thang bé ngam n6i véi chi no6.

Nellie chay di bay bién bita trwa ma ho da mua mang tr@ vé thuyén.
“Chung ta c6 thé dirng nhac dén cac 10i nguyén xac wdp trede khi an, co
dwgc khong? Chung that sy khé tiéu day.”

Dan va Amy ngo6i vao ghé ¢ ngoai tam ma Theo va Nellie cé thé nghe
thdy, hai anh chi dang tdn gau véi nhau trong lic an. “Vay la Jonah biét

chung ta dang & day,” Dan noi.

Amy dang muc mot it baba ghanoush[3] dung chung v&i banh mi An
goi la aish merahrah.

[3] Mon ca tim Trung Pong.

“Phai r6i. Chac la thang dé. C6 vé ding cai kiéu cia han.”
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“Thang cha do6 tha di theo minh chi khong tw nghi ra gi dwgc dau,”
Dan noi. “Nhung day la cai gi vay?”

Amy li€c xu6ng chiéc dia. “Mat thi ca tim gi do, chi nghi vay.”

“Khong phai, cai chung ta dang mu tit kia. Chung ta mu tam mu tit 39
manh moi r6i! Phai c6 ly do vi sao Katherine Cahill dan ta dén ngéi mé dé
chit.” Dan da thuoc bai tho ngé ngan cua Katherine. Gio thi né cham cham
nham lai bai tho trong d

Dan ngoi day. “Nay, chi nhé khong - Tirng budc dudi bau troi sao c6
dai vao tam tri. Ta da nghi Katherine n6i vé bau troi. Nhung néu nhu ba ay
muon noi...”

“Nhitng ngobi sao trén tran ngéi mo!” Amy reo lén.

“Ttng buwdc,” Dan néi tiép. “Chiing ta da nhin vao moi thit trén tuong,

nhung van chwa xem cac bdc thang c6 ding khong? Ta phai quay tré lai
ngoi mo thoi!”
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CHUONG 13

IRINA DUNG VIN VAO LAN CAN. A khéng thé liéu linh buéc di
chénh choang trén nhitng nic thang rat déc ndy. A da trong thdy bon nhéc
Cahill roi khéi ng6i md, va hiéu rang noi dy han phai c6 gi d6. Mot khoi
chat n6 vira da dé lam bé 6 khoa, va thé la & vao dugc bén trong. Diéu hay
ho 1a & da khong bi ai phat hién. Ngudi Ai Cap c6 thé sé xic dong lam khi
c6 ké dung cham dén nhitng dia diém thiéng liéng cta ho.

Irina di vao mét phong chd nhé. Nhitng hinh nhan Ai Cap kia - tat ca
hét nhw nhau - dang vay xung quanh &, mot s6 c6 dau chim, s6 khac cé
vwrong mién, sd khac cam gdy udn cong nhu rdn. A 16 dau sang cin phong
bén canh. Ciing giong hét nhuw thé.

Nhuwng nhitng mau sac...

A 6 hét sitc dé tap trung trd lai cong viéc. Lai buwdc thém nhitng nac
thang. A buéc xudng mot cach than trong, ming vi da mang doi gidy Nike.
Bon ngwdi My ay that biét cach 1am gidy thé thao. A phuc bon ho & diém
nay. Irina ti€p tuc hwdng suy nghi cia minh vao doi giay vi 4 da bat dau
cam thay hoi chong mat. D6 la meo ma a thwong st dung moi khi cam thay
mét mai hay tic t6i, bat c khi nao cam xtc de doa sé ché ngw khi & dang
lam nhiém vu. Hay tap trung vao nhitng thit nho nhat.

Nhung tai sao a lai cam thay bi choang nggp thé nay?
Phia trai, mot con cho ritng den dia dang dwa cho mot ba nit hoang Ai

Cap thit gi d6. Han day la Nefertari. Irina chang biét ti gi vé nghé thuat Ai
Cap, nhung a cling it nhiéu biét rang: Ni* hoang xinh dep dang dwgc chao
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don vao am phu. Ba ta bé lai cudc song phia sau. Bé lai nang, dong song,
cung dién, chong, con. Tat ca sé bi twdc khoi tay ba.

A buéc vao phong md. DAy 1a noi dit thi hai ctia nit hoang, gifta
nhitng chiéc cot trang tri.

Céac bitc twgng phang 4dy, giong hét nhau, nhw nhitng nhan vat trong
hoat hinh, v6i mai téc mau den va d6i mat am u. Truwdc kia chwa bao gio a
nhan thay diéu do...

Chuing mdi dep lam sao!

Nhitng birc tranh... & mwong twong canh nhitng ngudi hoa si da cé mat
0 do, nhung co vao nhitng chau mau mau vang, xanh la, xanh dwong. Ho
khong vé nén cau chuyén veé cai chét cia mot nit hoang. Ho vé nén tirng

cudc song. Ting cai chét. Tirng niém vui, tirng noi mat mat.

Chénh choang, Irina cham cham xoay nguoi, thudng thirc tat cd moi

Ve

thi.
A cam thay thtt gi d6 1a la trén khudén mit, mot thi gi d6 la dén noi
thoat tién & da khong nhan ra. Irina cdm thay né giong nhu mdét luéng gio,
man mat trong bau khong khi xwa cli. Mot giot nwéc mat.
biéu gi dang xay ra thé nay?

Grace 01, ba dang lam gi vdi toi vay?

Vi & cdm nhdan dugc, a bat chot cam thay Grace, su hién dién cua ba, &
ngay tai noi nay. Vé hoat bat, su tinh anh, sy sot sang... sutir tdm cua Grace.
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Ba da twr té voi toi, a da noi thé vai Grace. Khi ba cho t6i la mét con
ngoc, trong giong noi cua ba khéng hé cé sy’ cay nghiét. Ma trong mdt ba
cO sy’ tir tam.

T6i khéng thé tha thi cho ai? Ba... hay la chinh t6i?

Irina nhin cham cham 1én nhin bic twdng tredc mat. Téi sinh, & vo Ié€.
Can phong nay khong c6 dau vét nao veé cai chét. N6 la su tai sinh.

Liéu diéu ay c6 thé xay ra? Sau mot cudc doi da qua, qua hét chon lwa

nay dén chon lra khac va khac nita, sé dan ta dén mot noi chat hep va tam
t0i... liéu ngwoi cé thé... doi thay khong?
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CHUONG 14

HAY TU RAN MINH, Dan ngdm. Khong duoc nghi dén nhitng xdc
wop bi htit ndo khi ditng trong mét ngdi mo co.

Boéng t6i dp dén quanh ching. Ca hai vita méi tho tay day ctra vao
ngo6i mo, 1ap tirc né mé toang ra. Chac han Theo da quén khéa né lai. Khi
khong c6 sy hién dién vui twoi ctia anh chang thi it nhiéu ngéi mo duwong
nhw tré nén tam t6i hon. Ghé sg hon.

“E-em nghi minh nén xu6ng day sao?” Amy thi thao.
“DPo la ly do ta ¢ day,” Dan dut khoat. Nhung n6 khong nhuc nhich.
“Piéu nay that nyc cudi,” Amy noéi, wén thang hai vai. “Pi nao.”

Con bé khép canh cita, nhing van dé mé he hé. Dan theo sat phia sau
trong lic chi né budc xuéng cac nac thang. Khi vao dén phong chd, ca hai
cung nhin 1én tran. Cac vi sao trong giong nhw mot canh dong hoa vang
trén nén xanh 1ap lanh.

Ro6i ching nhin tré lai cac bac thang. “Nhin nhitng tdm van ditng gitta
hai bac cau thang cho kia xem,” Amy tré. “Hon da nam dang sau nac thang.
Han Katherine da dé lai mot manh méi & d6 chit khong phai trén nac thang
dau. Ba ay hiéu ré buéc chan ngwoi hang tram nam sau dé sé bao mon di
bat ctt thong diép bi mat nao.”

Tui né xem xét tirng tdm van ding, nhung chang co6 gi khac hon ngoai
nhitng hon da c6 xwa mon |
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“Cau thang ké tiép,” Amy ra lénh. “Ta phdi nhanh 1én.”
Hai dita than trong buwdc xuong thang, vao sau hon trong ham mo.

“Cho da!” Amy thi tham. N6 khoéng biét vi sao minh lai no6i tham,
nhung 16n tiéng & mot noi nhw thé nay that khong phai ti nao.

Amy khom ngudi xudng, cang mat quan sat trong anh sang yéu 6t. N6
quén ngay cang thang khi mau kham pha chdy ran khap co thé. “Dan, lai
day nao! Pay la chit twgng hinh. N6 dwgc khac vao da.”

“Va day nita,” Dan noi.
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Ca hai tiép tuc di xudng, lan lwgt tim thém duwgc nhitng chit tuwgng
hinh khac nira.

Thinh linh, ching nghe mot tiéng rit lanh lanh, tiéng kim loai cham
vao nhau.

MGt tiéng keng that to phat ra va canh cira ham mo bang sat khép lai
hoan toan. Anh sdng ngay lap tifc tit ngém.

“Amy 0i?” Dan khe khé goi.

“Chi day.” Amy chi biét dwgc Dan cach minh vai tac dya vao tiéng né
phét ra. Trong ham mo t6i dén n6i Amy ciling khong thdy dwgc tay minh.
N6 dang c6 gang dé khong hodng hot.

Boéng toi dp dén xung quanh hai dita nhw mot thue thé song.

Dan thay kho thé. Amy chop 1ay tay n6. Nhw moi khi thi Dan sé ving

tay ra va néi dai loai nhuw 1a “Eo,” nhung khi d6 nhitng ngén tay cta chi né
ma&i am ap lam sao, tham chi ngay ca khidam mo hoi.
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“Ai d6 da dong cwa,” Amy thi thao.

“Cam on da mach nuéc, thra co gido Trét Quét,” Dan thi tham dap
lai.

Thinh linh, n6é nghe thdy tiéng dong. C6 phai do6 la tiéng budc chan
khong nhi? Léch xéch nhw thé mot ban chan dang kéo 1€ trén nén dat bui
bam. Nhu thé nhitng tdm vai liém dang dugc 1é theo phia sau...

“Em c6 nghe thdy khong?” Amy lai thi thao.
“Khong,” Dan néi déi.

CAI CHET SE AP BPEN KE PHA BINH GIAC YEN NGHI NGAN THU
TRONG CHOP MAT.

Dan biét minh dang hit bui vao ph6i. N6 cam thay hai 14 phoi dang
hoat dong mot cach khé khan. Dan con nghe dugc tiéng kho khe cta chinh
no vang vong trong hai tai.

“Dan 0i.” Amy x06c vai nd lén. “Van con nhiéu khong khi kia ma. Em
c6 mang theo ong hit khong?”

Giong ndi binh tinh ctia Amy tran tinh né. Dan khong biét lam thé nao
chi né lai binh tinh dén thé, nhung nhw vay gitp ich cho thang bé. Dan biét
chi n6 da hodng hot dén thé nao trong cai ban suyt nita hai dita bi chon
song. C6 gido Amy dang ngay cang diing cam hon. N6 tho tay vao tdi quan
so6c lay chiéc ong hit ra.

Kha hon roi.
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Tiéng dong lai vang lén, dang sg trong chinh sy de doa nhe nhang cta
nd. Dan tham chi khong con mudn néi 1a né chang nghe thay gi. N6 da hinh
dung trong dau canh mot xac wdp, hai hoc den si thay vi cap mat, vai lanh
bi kéo 1é di. Ndo cta cai xac da bi hat ra hét, va né chi con la mot xac
chét... dang tién dén...

Cham chdm théi, n6é bao véi nhip tim cia minh. Néu ddy la mét tro
choi dién tir, may sé thdy né rat tuyét.

Lai mot tiéng lao xao nita, 1an nay con gan hon tredc.
day khong phai la tro choi!

Bat ké dé6 1a gi - 1a ngudi hay la cdi gi di chang nita - thi th d6 dang
san tim tui no.

“Chung ta phai nap di thoi,” Amy thi thao. “Dén phong chon cat.”

N6 khong, khong, khong mudn quay tré lai phong chon céat. Chi y
nghi dy th6i da lam mdau né déng citng lai. Nhung né ciing theo Amy vao
cai noi ma xac wdp da dugc dat xuoéng tir hang ngan nam vé truéc.

kR

Tham chi trong bong dém day dic, Irina van hoan toan dinh hwéng
duwoc. A nghe thdy Dan va Amy dang nhich titng chiit mot vé phia minh. A
nhin tinh nhw méo. Irina cé thé tim dugc dwdng ra trong mot hang dong dai
nhiéu cay so duwéi long dat néu can. Trén thuc t€, & da ting trdi qua chuyén
d6, nho vao cai cong viéc nhé nhen ban thiu & Marrakech hoi nhitng nam
90.
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B6 tri am hoc ctia ham mo khién cho moi tiéng dong dwoc khuyéch
dai. Tat ca di thang dén tai a.

Pay la co may cua Irina. Cudi cung bon ching cling da thudc vé tay a.
Cau hoi & day 1a, chinh x4c & phéi lam gi. Hai difa tré can phai bi ghim
chan lai, budc phai chan ding ching. Phai bi lam cho khiép via dén do tui
nhoc chi con cach quay tré lai thanh phé Bau[1] than thudc cta ching.

[1] Beantown - tén goi ddan da ctua thanh phé Boston, vi trong qud khi?
mon ddu rang tam mdt duong la moén dn yéu thich ¢ noi day.

Thé thi, cic méng tay tdm doc cda & - ludon ludén la mot chon lya. Hay
mot it chat no sé tot hon nhi? Khong can phai qua manh tay, chi can da dé
cho mot cd sup ham nho nhé & day. Néu a cé thé vugt qua hai dita chiing
noé - va a lam dwoc diéu do - a sé dat chat né ngay & 16i vao, va doang mot
phat. Bon chiing sé bi ket lai trong phong chon cat nay mét it lau, & hinh
dung trong dau nhw thé. Bu lau dé hiéu ra rang 39 manh moi la mét tro choi
danh cho nguoi 16n, khong phai cua tré con.

Irina khé khang di chuyén vé phia treéc. Amy chan chtr buéc thém
mot budc vao phong. Lii tré dang nam tay nhau. Xi. Bon nhéc nhét cay tho
10 mii xanh dang yéu nay!

Ng6i mo da nhap vao a. Irina ti'ng deo du6i nhitng y nghia dién ro.
Blin! Nhu ba a ting ké lai, c6 lan a suyt nita da cho n6é tung mai nha minh.
Nhitng y nghi dién 16, rang a da sai dwong lac 16i, rang van con mot cach
khac.

Chi c6 mot cach ma thoi, va cach do sé khong hay ho gi cho tat ca
nhitng ké khac.
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Bon chiing lai gin hon nita. A ngti thdy mui sg hai cia chiing. A mim
cuoi khi tién dén gan thém. Chi mdt hay hai milimet nita... Chan & cham
vao mot cai gi do.

“Em nghe thay gi khong?” giong Amy lac han di.

Irina gan dén noi a c6 thé chia tay va cham vao con bé. A chi viéc du6i
mot ngon tay ra... va cao.

Mt Irina giat giat. A ctii xuéng va cham vao th* ma gét giay Nike cta
a vira dung phai. Ngén tay & so thdy mot quyén sach nhé. A cho né vao tdi.

“Co ai d6 dang ¢ day vdi ching ta,” Dan thi tham.

Phdi, la ta ddy, dong chi nhé a. Irina c6 thé nhan ra cho da sang sau co
Dan. Qua tro troi. Qua gan.

Nhung cho da. Tot hon 1a bon chiing van con tinh tdo sau khi vu no
xdy ra. Néu ching ngat xiu réi thi hi doa dau con tac dung gi nita ch? Noi
khiép sg duwgc thwdng thite tron ven nhat khi ké kia con tinh téo.

Ludng lw, Irina di qua ca hai dita chiing né nhv mot bong ma. Lén cau
thang phia trén tién vé phia canh ctra. Gian phong bén gid da nam vé phia
trad. T1ai bén phai cta 4 1a khoi thudc no.

Irina ditng lai dé cai hen gi®d. A cam khéi thudc nd trén tay, sin sang
dat xuong.

A nhé lai cic bt tranh trén twong. Nit hoang. Mot nit than dang dét

tay ba. Nhitng sac mau xanh, vang, xanh dwong. Ham md nay da ton tai
su6t ba ngan nam qua. N6 nén an nghi trong yén binh.
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Gi co? Lam thé nao ma cai y nghi dé lai len 16i vao dau cta & dwoc
nhi?

A 132 mot thanh vién dong ho Cahill. Mot Lucian. Siéu viét vé tri tué va
su gian xao. A nén 1am bat ky diéu gi dé dat dugc thit ma minh muén...

Ngoai trir viéc pha hiy nhitng thit ma nhiéu thién nién ki qua cat, nuwéc
va trom cu@p da khong pha huay dugc.

Irina tat bo hen gio.

D6 ciing 14 ldc & nghe thay tiéng budc chan. O day con c6 mot ké nao
khac nira.

Irina chua hé sg thit gi trong doi. Ngoai triv... c6 1€ la nhitng tén hé.

A buéc vé phia tiéng dong phat ra.
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CHUONG 15

CANH CUA MO TOANG. Anh sang tran vao.
“Dan? Amy? Cac nhoc ti c6 do khong?”
“Nellie!” Amy reo lén. “Chung em & day

Nellie chay nhanh xuéng day thang thit hai vao trong phong mé. Co
nang lao thang vao tui n6 va 6m chuing that chat.

“Hai dwta ngirng lam nhitng viéc nhw thé nay lai, dugc khong ha?”
Nellie cao giong. “Chi khong gitt dwgc binh tinh 1au dau! Tui em da cé thé

bi ket lai ¢ day mai mai do!”

Bat chogt, Theo ciling lao xudng cho ba nguoi. “Amy? Dan? Nellie!”
Theo dd hai khuyu tay Nellie. “Em khong sao chi?”

“Khong sao,” Nellie dap.
“Amy va em ciing khéng sao, cAm on anh,” Dan Ién tiéng.

“T6i tim moi nguwoi khdp noi!” Theo cuéng cuéng néi vai Nellie. “Cac
em chac chan khong sao chi?”

“On tram phan trdm,” Dan tra 16i. “Ching em chi bi nhét trong mot
ng6i mo thoi. Khong cé van deé gi hét.”
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“Y anh 1a gi, Theo?” Nellie héi lai. “Em thtic gidc thi thdy Amy va
Dan da di mat. Em biét ca hai sé quay tré lai day. Co ban la em chi chon ra
diéu lam cho em thdy sg¢ nhét, va hai di¥a n6 sé lam theo cach ay.”

Theo lau mo6 hoi trén tran. “T6i c6 tin nhan vao dién thoai bao rang hai
em dang gdp rac roi. Toi da di tim khap noi suot tir ndy dén gio.”

“Luc buwéc vao ham mo chi c6 trong thay ai khong?” Amy hoi Nellie.
Nellie lac dau. “Chi chay xuéng thang ngay khi nghe cac em goi.”
“Bon em nghe nhu c6 nguoi & d6,” Dan néi. “Cé tiéng sot soat gi d6.”
Theo c6 gang nhin cuwoi. “Mot xac wdp phai khong?” color="black">
“Bon em dau cé twdng twgng ra diéu dé chit,” Dan dap giong byc doc.
“MGt ai d6 co thé da 1én vao mot trong nhitng gian phong, r6i 1én ra sau khi

Nellie di xuéng phong mo.”

“Oi khong! Quyén sach ctia Grace!” Amy thang thét. “Chéc chin chi
da lam roi no roi.”

Bon ho tim kiém khap ng6i mo van khong thay.

“Em c6 chac da gitt n6 chit?” Theo hai.

“Di nhién la chi em chac r6i,” Dan tra 10i. “Chi ay chang bao gio dé
né roi khoéi minh. Anh thdy chwa nao?” N6 nhin quanh lang mo. “Pd co
mot ai do ¢ day.”

“Va ké dé da lay quyén sach ctia Grace,” Amy noi.

kkek
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Amy va Dan déu lang thinh ng6i trong buong lai sau bita t6i. Theo ggi
y, tdt ca bon ho dén Luxor an trang miéng - anh biét mot nha hang “siéu

»

sao”, ngbi trén néc nha c6 thé nhin dugc bao quat con song va ca dén
Luxor. Nhung ching khong thé nghi dén mon trang miéng ngon lanh hay

nhitng goc nhin du lich dep dé.

Sy bu6n ba 16n vén trén dau Amy twa nht mot dam may. Dan hiéu
qua 10 chi né cdm thdy nhw thé nao. Quyén sach da mat. Cling giong nhuw
cam giac cua no khi lam mat tdm anh chup cha va me trong dwong ham tau
dién ngam & Paris. Cling giong nhw n6 da mat di mot phan cuaa ho. Gio thi
ching lai mat mot phan ctia Grace. Mot phan rat quan trong.

Tui n6 c 1an lwgt mat tirng mau mot cudc song trwde kia. Roi rung,
va bién mat. Cho dén khi ta cam thay nhw dang & trén mot thé gidi khong
trong lwc, va chang may choc ta chang con gi dé bau viu. Bém nay, chuyén
dong cda con thuyén khién Dan cam thay gan nhw bi chéng mat.

Pa dén luc phéi hanh dong, khong suy nghi nita. C¥ nghi ngoi mai vé
tht nay thit khac sé chang mang ta dén dwgc dau cd, mac ké chi n6 dang
suy tw vé chuyén gi. color="black">
Dan ddy m0t mau gidy vé phia Amy. “Pay.” N6 da viét lai nhitng chiy
twong hinh ching tim thay trén bac thang trong lang md Nefertari.

Amy chang buon thac mac xem liéu thang bé c6 chac chan da nhé
ding hay khong. N6 bat day va di dén may chiéc ké chat citng sach. Amy
16i ra mot quyén nang trich. “Chi da thdy quyén nay. N6 la quyén ty dién
cht twgng hinh.”

Ca hai lat qua hét quyén sach. Phai mat mot lic 1au ching mdi tim
thdy 101 giai cho titng con chi¥ twgng hinh. Dan ghi chép lai.
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“Song, vach da, hon ddo, cy thach,” Dan chi vao titng chi*r mot.
“Nhitng chir d6 thi dé. Nhuwng ta van chwa tim thay nghia caa chit cudi cuing

|

=l

nay.

“Nay nhé, chung ta dang c6 mat tai Luxor,” Amy néi. “C6 mot con
song. Co vach da. Pao tren song. Cu thach nita. Nhung Katherine khong
thé liét ké moi thit mot cach ngau nhién duwgce.”

“Néu Katherine da vé ching ra,” Dan phan tich. “Ta khong biét chac
duwgc diéu nay. Vao thé ky 16 ba dy khong biét gidi nghia chit twgng hinh.
Phdi vai thé ky sau d6 nguoi ta méi dich dwgc chit twong hinh, khi tim ra
tang da Rosetta[1].”
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[1] Cubi thé ky XVIII, khi Napoleon chudn bi xam lwoc Ai Cdp va mé
rong bo céi vé phia Béng chdu Phi, 6ng tdp hop hoc gia & nhiéu nganh
khdc nhau dé tao nén Hoc vién nghién cttu Ai Cdp va di theo doi qudn cta
Napoleon. Vao mua hé ndm 1799, mét nguoi linh Phdp dong tai thi trdn
Rosetta da tim thdy mét tdm bia mau den, c6 kich thuwéc 118cm chiéu cao,
77cm chiéu rong va day 33cm c6 khdc cdc van ban c6 bdng 3 thit tiéng: Hy
Lap, chir twgng hinh va tiéng Ai Cdp c6. Cdc hoc gid da ddt tén cho tdm
bia nay la Rosetta Stone. Ddy duoc xem la mét vdt dé thé gidi vdan minh co
thé hiéu duoc ngon ngir tuong hinh c6 xua va dugc coi nhw la mét biéu
tuong trong nganh khdo cé hoc va dich thudt hién nay.

“Tuy nhién chiing cling kha 1a don gian day,” Amy ndi. “Chtng chi la
chit twgng hinh - viét ra sao thi hiéu nhw vay. Chac la chinh Katherine da tw
hinh dung ra. Chung ta ciing c6 thé hiéu, tham chi khong can dén ti dién.
Trtr chit cudi cung.”

“Moi thtt khong an khép véi nhau,” Dan bao. “Co 1é that sy co btc
twgng Sakhet thit tw. Chi con nhé to gidy ma ching ta da tim thay twr cai lao
Drovetti khong? Lao ta viét rang manh moi da dwgc chuyén 1én tau vé cung
dién caa L.”

“Co6 thé 1a vua Louis XIV,” Amy lap luan. “Versailles nam ngay bén
ngoai Paris.”

“Co 16 chung ta khong nén c6 mdt ¢ day maot ti nao,” Dan ndi. “Mot
Lucian nao d6 da chuyén manh mdi quan trong nhat vé Paris bang tau. Cam

giac nhu day c6 thé 1a mot ngd cut.”

Anh nhin cia Amy vu vo huéng vé & ctta s6 man thuyén. “Dan nay,
em c6 thdy anh sang trén thi trdn kha la... xa xam khong?”

Dan ditng day. “Neo da bi 16ng! Chuing ta sé troi ra gitta song mat!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tuyét 1am, nhitng nguwdi anh em!” Céai dau ctia Jonah Wizard dot ngot
xuat hién & bac thang dau tién dan lén boong. “Dan dat tot lam. Paris la

»
!

thanh phé cua ta! O Paris, bon ho yéu mén ta

Amy va Dan chay vé phia cau thang. Jonah buéc 1ui lai va dé ca hai
leo 1én boong. Tat ca dang & giita song. Anh sang ctia Luxor dudng nhu da
qua xa xam.

Ong Wizard & ngay banh 14i. Jonah thd minh danh phich vao mot
chiéc ghé, cuwdi pha 1én va tré vao tui né. “Ca hai nén ngé lai mat minh di!”
né ndi véi giong rat khoai tra. “Loan tri r6i kia. Ma biét néi gi day? Gia
nhw cd hai dita tui may dong y lam bo téo vdéi ta hoi ta dé nghi. Yo, bo a,
hdy dat hai vé hang nhdt quay tr& lai Paris nao. Ta yéu Phong Guong
Versailles. Cé qua nhiéu moi[2] dé ngam nhin!”

[2] “Ta”, tiéng Phd

“B6 khong bt duwoc séng & day,” Ong Wizard c6 st dung chiéc
BlackBerry nhung khong an thua.

“Hai dita ching may biét gi khong?” Jonah thu cé hai chan 1én tay vin
ghé xép, mot chan mang giay dung duva tdi lui. “Hai dia bay trong tham
lam. Co6 1€ tui may can mo6t ky nghi mat. Xem nao, tai mot hon dao nhiét
déi xinh twoi nhé?”

Wizard quay dau thuyén. Ong ta bic tdm véan cau nhé & mdt bén man
thuyén.

“0, thdi nao,” Dan noéi. “Hai nguoi lai dua dai nita r6i. Ca hai sap sita
bat tui nay buwdc 1én tdm van hay sao?”
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Jonah cwoi nhw nac né. “Chdnh xac, tao thich thé. Tao lu6n mudn
minh thanh mot tén hai tac ma!”

“Tao cho ring tui may nén di ngay,” Ong Wizard néi. “Chiing tao con
phai di dén chuyén bay.”

Tam véan roi danh huych xuéng bo cat mét hon ddo nho. Noi day
khong c6 ngwoi 6. Tat ca nhitng gi Amy va Dan thay chi 1a cay va bui ram.
Dau sao Amy van thdy mirng vi bitc twong Sakhet con nguyén trong tii deo
hong.

“R0i tui nay sé tinh s6 v4i b6 con may!” Dan néi vGi Jonah.

“Ua, sao cling dugc.”

“Va may 10i canh bdo ngu ngoc dé dirng hong lam tui nay sg lay mot
ti teo nao.”

“Canh bao nao?” Jonah hdi lai. “Ngon thi ctt viec budc di, Peter
Pan[3]. Nhung co em di trudce di, Tinker Bell[4] a,” ga nhoc noi véi Amy.

[3] Jonah giéu Dan vdéi tén goi Peter Pan - nhdn vdt néi tiéng trong
cdc tdc pham vdn hoc va phim dnh, la mét cdu bé cé thé bay va tir chéi

khong chiju Ion lén.

[4] Jonah mia mai goi Amy la Tinker Bell - mot nhan vat hoat hinh,
mot nang tién nho dang yéu trong bo phim cung tén.

Dan theo Amy buéc xuéng tam van.

Ong Wizard thu tdm van lai sau khi tui n6 da dit chan xudng mot hon
dao. Con thuyén bat dau ré nwdc lwét di.
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“O lai vui vé nh4aaaa!” Jonah goi to. “Tao cé ridng sém hay mudn
cling c6 ngudi dén thoi... Nhung lvu y mot diéu.”

Giong ctia né lwdt trén mat nudce. “Coi ching 1 ca sau!”
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CHUONG 16

AMY QUYET DINH sé khong bao gio xem kénh Animal Planet[1]
nita. Khi song trong Animal Planet, thé gi¢i &y mat di sy quyén rii cia no.

[1] Kénh truyén hinh cia My vé thé gidi dong vat hoang dd, thudc
Discovery Communications.

N6 cham cham rdi khéi bo séng. Phia sau Amy, cay 14 trong rat ram
rap. Khi khong c6 mat trdi, con song khoac 1én mt mau nhon nhon, t6i
sam.

“Ca sau c6 cd tap manh hon bat ky loai dong vat nao trén qua dat,”
Dan ndi. “350 ky trén mot centimet vuong. Cai do, xem nao, manh hon ca
map trang muoi hai lan. Ching di chuyén nhanh, ké ca trén dat lién. Nhung
cach tot nhat dé thoat than la chay thang vé phia trwdc, chit khong phai
chay dich dac. Chi viéc chay that nhanh.”

“DAN! Khoa miéng lai ngay,” Amy ra lénh.

“Chung san mo6i vé dém. Chuing nap trong bui dé rinh moi.”

“Chang giup ich gi hét.”

“Ca sau sé 16i chi xubng nwdc xoay chi vong vong véi né va nhan
chim chi truéc khi n6 bat dau nhai chi rao rao. Néu chi may man ay a? Chi

chi phai hy sinh hai ban tay dat vao ham ching va khép né lai...”

“Dan, bién di cho nwéc no trong!”
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“Em bién roi do!”

Mot khodng yén lang ngan ngui. Phia bén kia con song den ngom, anh
sang cda Luxor van l4p lanh. Pang sau chiing & bo phia Tay, nhitng vi vua
va nit hoang c6 dai dang yén giac trén nhitng vach da voi, cac xac wdp van
chwa dwoc phat hién, nhitng ngon doéi la noi trd ngu cho linh hon cuaa ho.
Chua bao gio Amy thdy cé nhiéu sao trén bau trdi nhw hom nay. Lé ra da la
mot dém tuyét dep néu nhw Amy khong phai lo sé bi hai ham ca sau ngdu
nghién 1ay minh.

“Em chi dang ¢6 gang gitip chi ma,” Dan néi.

“Néu gdy chi y cho mét chiéc thuyén nao do sé c6 nguwoi trong thay
ching ta,” Amy néi. N6 nhin thdy dwgc nhitng anh dén don 1é & duoi
thuyén - nhitng chiéc felucca, Theo da goi chiing nhw thé - trén séng. “Néi

ho dé bing tiéng A Rap nhu thé nao?”

“Em thi tin cai ch® ho d6 dé6 la ngoén ngit toan cau,” Dan néi. “Nhu la
odi. Hodc - chi dang dap chan em kia.”

“Toan cau u?”

“Khong, chi dang dap chan em that ma. Oai.”

Amy lui ra.

“Ho d6!” Giong con bé nghe rat méng. N6 bi nuét tron bdi bong toi.

Amy c0 gang nhG@ xem liéu cd sdu cé san moi dua vao tiéng dong hay
khong. N6 quyét dinh khong héi Dan.
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“HO DO!” Amy la 16n. Nhitng ngon dén bé ti trén cac con thuyén van
gilt nguyén cho cdi, van cham chap dong dwa. “Cha, Nellie va Theo roi sé di
tim chung ta thoi,” Amy noi

“Lam sao ma tim duwgc?” Dan hdi lai. “Khi Jonah da cwép con thuyén

mat tiéu roi!”

“Ho sé thué mot chiéc khac, roi...”
“Suyt,” Dan gitt Amy lai.

“Tai chi mé&i vira néi em im, nén...”
“Suyt! Nghe nao.”

Amy chang nghe thay gi. Roi n6 nghe tiéng quay nudc danh tom mot
cai rat nhe.

N6 dong citng nguwdi. “Em c6 thay gi khong?” Amy thi thao.

“Em nghi 12 em vira thdy... hai con mét,” Dan tra 10i. “O ngoai kia
kia... ch6 dam sdy dy. Ca sau nam dwdi nuwde trede khi ching tan cong...”

Amy nhin theo. N6 cling chang thdy gi canh dam sdy. Thit Amy thay
chi Ia mét khic go khong 16 nam canh bo song. R6i Amy thdy khic go dy
c6 hai con mat va mét cai mii. Con cd sdu xoay ngang, bat dau truon vé
phia bo.
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“Ca-a-a-s-sa...”

Con cé sau treon vao b, va Amy quén mat phai lam thé nao dé di
chuyén. Trong n6 giong nhw mot con khing long dang chuyén dong. Mot
thi gi do rat nguyén thuy, doc ac va hau hau khat thém thit song. Moi xung
dong xuat phat tir ndo Amy déu bi noi khiép s¢ lam dong citng lai. Con vat
ha miéng. Amy sg diéng nguoi khi thady cé dén hang tram cdi rang nhon
l6m chom va bén ngot.

Cd sdu co cu tdp manh hon bdt ky loai dong vdt nao trén quad dat

“Chay di!” Dan rit 1én. N6 kéo tay Amy that manh.

Amy ludng cudng quay tron, vap nga dui dui, roi lai diéng 1én duoc,
chay bang qua bo song dé vao gitta hon ddo. Cat mudn nuoét chirng giay
Amy. Giéng nhw né dang chay trong mot con 4&c mong vay.

Amy ngoanh dau nhin lai. Con cd sdu dang dubi theo ching!

“Purng chay dich dac!” Dan la 16n.

Nhung con bé dau c6 chay dich dac. Ma n6 dang vap chan lia lia.
Chan con bé run dén do n6 chay ciling khong noéi nita.

Ca hai x0c thang vao mét bui ram, lan theo m6t con dwdng mon len 16i
qua cdy co6i. Chiéc 4o thun cia Amy vuéng vao mot canh cay nhung con bé
da xé toac no ra va tiép tuc chay, hét nhdy qua ré cay lai khom ngudoi dudi
nhitng canh la.

Ngoai tiéng thd hong hdc ctia ching, ca hai con nghe ca tiéng thum
thup ctia con cd sdu lao trén dwong. Tiéng xao xdo khi cai dubi to twéng cia

né quat vao cay coi.
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Bén dwdi nhitng lum cay toi dén ndi c nhu thé ching dang chay bén
dwdi mot tdim khan choang den. Tim Amy va thang vao long ngwc. Amy da
nghe dwoc hoi thd nong ran ctia con quai vat. N6 c6 thé chém dén tir phia
sau trong khoanh khac, hat con bé vao khong khi trweéc khi cap ham kia sé
x€ no ra lam hai.

Con duwong thinh linh cham dit, treéc mat ching 1a mot bo nwéc khac.
Anh trang soi 14p lanh trén cat. Ct¥ nhw c6 ai d6 vira vin hét dén dém lén
vay.

“Gig di dau day?” Amy hoi Dan, xoay dau ng6 nghiéng xung quanh

Duéi mat nwdc, mot bong ngudi dang buwdce ra tir chd mot cay co. Mot
nguoi dan 6ng, van chiéc galabia trang ma dan ong Ai Cap thudng mac.

“Ctu ching chau véi!” Amy thét 16n.

“Amy...” Dan ngan lai ngay titc thi. “Han ta c6 mot con dao.”

Anh trang roi vao ludi dao 6ng ta deo & bén hong.

Amy quay lai. Phia dang sau, trén con dwdong né da trong thay cap mat
mau xanh 14 ctia con cé sau dang tr¢ dén. Cang lic cang nhanh hon. “Mac
ké,” Amy noi. “Di nao!”

Ca hai chay xuéng b nuwéc, vé phia ngudi dan 6ng mang dao.

Dau sao van kha hon hai ham rang ca sau.

Nguwdi kia tra dao vao vo khi thay hai dita tré chay dén. Con ca sau lic
nay dang lao doc theo b&d nwdc. Thinh linh 6ng ta quay dau, doan nhoai
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nguoi vé mot chiéc felucca nhé ma khi ndy chiing van chwa nhin thdy.
“Khong, lam on chd mot chat! Lam on!” Amy oa khoc.

Ong ta nhdy lén thuyén mot cach diéu nghé va bit dau chéo di. Amy
khéc to hon nita. Noi khiép sg that chat tim n6. Khéng con hy vong nao
nita. Khong con noi nao dé chay thoat than.

Nhung nguwoi dan 6ng lai chéo thuyén vé phia ching, chit khong phai
chéo di mat. Ong ta la lén diéu gi d6 bing tiéng A Rap.

Chuing chay dén cho 6ng, nhanh nhu chwa titng nhanh hon trong doi.
Ca hai bang qua mdt nwdc, cam giac nhu chan chung da héa thanh chi. Con
ca sdu dang dén gan mép nwdc. Néu nhu con vat xudng nuwdc, cé nghia rang
cd hai sé r6i doi. Amy biét 10 diéu d6. Con bé biét Dan ciling hiéu nhw vay
qua nét mat hét hoang cta thang bé.

Nguoi dan dng nhoai ngudi ra ngoai thuyen. Ong chop 1dy mép 4o so
mi cia Dan bang mot tay, 40 cia Amy bang tay con lai. Amy thdy minh
giong nhw mot chid ca khi 6ng nhic bong hai dita va quang 1én thuyeén.

Ca hai nam trén con thuyén, thd hong héc. Canh buom cang 1én don
con gié nhe lwét qua déu nghe thiy tiéng um khi con cd sdu lao xudng
nwoc. Ngwoi dan ong khong noi gi. Miéng ong ta mim lai nhv mot dong ké
nghiém nghi khi 6ng véi tay sang banh lai.

Ong tré budm, va con thuyeén lwét trén mit nudc, tién thang ra giita
song. Ho bat kip dong chdy va cuén theo. Tat cd déu ngung thé, dén cho

xem c6 bat ky dong tinh nao gan con thuyén hay khong.

Bat chot, ngwoi dan 6ng mim cuwdi. Gat dau vdi ching. “On r6i,” ong
néi. “On roi.”
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Toan than Amy dang run Ién ban bat. Con bé nhin Dan. Ching da can
ké vdi cai chét.

Con bé ti vao boong dé ngoi thang lung 1én. Tay Amy cham vao thit gi
dé won wot, nhon nhon. N6 gio tay 1én nhin xem do 1a gi.

Mau.

Ca hai dang ¢ gitta dong song Nile v&i mot ké la mat co mot con dao
to va mau me trén san.

“Chung chau... dén trong hoa b-binh,” Amy lap bap.

Nguoi dan 0ng cui ngudi vé phia trede. Cai nhin ctia 6ng ta vira tam
t6i vira trong rong. Ong chia ban tay rén chic ra va chi vao Dan. Amy lao
dén bén dita em dé bao vé n6. “Khéng!” con bé thét 16n.

“Pung r6i!” 6ng ta cting hét 1én. “Tat do[2]!”

[2] Tén mét doi bong chay cua My.

“Cdi gi... d-d6?”

Ong chi vao chiéc 4o thun Dan dang mic. “Bos-ton. V6 dich thé gidi
ndm 2004!” 6ng néi to. “Cong vién Fenway!” Ong tré vao ngwc minh.

“Tran thit hai!”

Dan ngoi day, chép chép mat trong lic nhitng tir ngit 6ng ta noi ra bat
dau tré nén o rang hon. “Ong c6 xem tran d6 sao? Tuyét cii méo!

“Curt Schilling[3]!”
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“Manny Ramirez[4]!” Dan tr@ nén tuoi tinh va quay sang Amy. “Bong
chay. Lai m6t ngon ngit toan cau khac.”

[3] Curt Schilling, sinh nam 1966, cvu vdan dong vién trong gidi Bong
chay nha nghé My. Ong tirng choi cho dbi Red Sox & Boston, ld noi Dan va
Amy sinh séng.

[4] Manny Ramirez, sinh 1972, mot van dong vién san ngoadi chuyén
nghiép lirng danh cua My.

“Vay con con dao kia?” Amy rit lén.

“Chi khong ngwri thdy mui gi hay sao?” Dan dap. “Ong 4y 1a mot
nguoi danh ca. Nhin xem!”

Phdi r6i. Gid thi né da ngwi thdy. Bén canh Amy la mét gié dung ca.
Ong ta dang rita ca thi ca hai phat hién ra 6ng.

“Dén Luxor?” 6ng hoi. Gio thi Amy da doc ra dugc sy than thién
trong nu cuwdi cua 6ng. N6 gat dau.

Con song c6 mot mau xanh t6i sam nhv muc. Amy c6 gang lay lai
nhip thé binh thuwong khi tim n6 da dap cham lai. Amy ngtra dau ra sau. N6
trong thady chom Pai Hung tinh trong mudn van cac vi sao trén bau troi.
Mot cdm giac thw thai tran ngap co thé Amy. Tw day, né cé thé nhin thay
anh trang trén cat & man Thebes cta con séng. Trong nhuw mot canh dong
tuyét trdi dai dén cac vach da. Khi thuyén chay, anh sang trén Dai dén
Luxor toa ra lung linh.

“Tuyét v0i,” con bé thot lén.
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“Tuyét voi,” nguoi danh ca lap lai.
RO rang, tuyét voi cting la mot phan cia ngén ngit toan cau.
kR sk

Nguwoi danh ca cho ching xuéng bén tau gan dén Luxor. Bang mot cai
cudi rong hét c¢d va cu vay tay cao than thién, 6ng ndi to, “Bai bai, nguoi
Boston! Hen gap lai hai chi ca sau nhé!” r6i dong thuyén di.

“Chung to6i dén day trong hoa binh?” Dan nhai 16i chi n6. “Chi nghi
ong ta la nguwoi Ai Cap hay ngudi Hoa tinh thé?”

Amy khong nhin dwgc chuoi cudi khic khich. “Lam sao ma chi biét
duwgc ong ay la fan cta déi Sox chir?”

“Gio chung ta di dau nao?” Dan hai.

“Chac la ldc nay Theo va Nellie da quay trd lai r6i,” Amy noéi. “Co 1é
bon ho dang chd & cang. Ta sé phai giai thich vi sao con thuyén khong con
ntra.”

Nhung khi ca hai vé dén cang, con thuyén van con & do6. Nellie va
Theo dang ng6i trén boong dung tra. “Hai dita di dao sao?” Nellie thac
mac.

Dan nhin Amy. Amy nhin Dan. Chiing cé nén nhac dén Jonah Wizard,
vu chiém thuyén, con ca sau, con dao 16n hay khong? Va ca ngudi danh ca

yéu doi Red Sox ntra chu?

“Vang,” Dan dap. “Chung em chi di dao mot chut.”
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Bo mic Theo va Nellie trén boong nham nhi mén tra sita An va ngdm
bau troi dém, tui n6 di xuoéng dudi.

“ft ra thi Jonah da tra lai con thuyén,” Amy néi véi Dan.

“ft ra thi han ta cing 1én dudong di Paris,” Dan dap. “Van dé 13, ching
ta sé phai di dau?”

“Chi cling dang mai nghi dén diéu d6 day. Khi ta & Paris, chi da xem
lich st bao tang Louvre. Trudc kia nd ting la mot cung dién. Nén khi
Drovetti viét cung dién L, c6 1é 6ng &y mudn néi dén cung dién Louvre.
Nhé khong nao, 1dao Bae ké rang Drovetti da giti bitc twong Sakhet veé
Louvre, va mot Ekat da tim cach mang n6 vé lai Ai Cap. Chi ca rang chang
c6 birc twong Sakhet thi tw nao hét. Xét cho cung, ba tdm ban d6 da chi cho
ta lang m6 Nefertari r6i. Gio ching ta chi phai st dung cac chit twgng hinh
dé tim ra noi tiép theo sé dén ma thoi.”

Dan cau may. “Katherine chang gitp ich gi hét. Va Grace ciing thé!

“Um, Katherine di nhic dén Aswan trong bai tho. Giza, Aswan,
Thebes va Cairo, nhé khéng? Chiing ta bat dau ¢ Cairo. Napoleon da tim ra
bitc twong Sakhet dau tién trong mot kim ty thap & Giza. Bitc twong thit hai
dwgc Howard Carter tim thay trong lang Hatshepsut & Thebes. Aswan la
thanh pho duy nhét con lai. Chi cwge rang dé la noi ta sé tim thdy manh
moi cudi cung.”

“Nhung chiing ta khong biét chac chan,” Dan cy lai. Bae da tim thay
birc twgng Sakhet the ba ¢ Cairo, nhung do la hang tram nam sau khi
Katherine da dé lai né & mot noi nao day. Birc twgng c6 thé da bi danh cap
va bi bu6n di ban lai qua tay nhiéu ngudi. Co thé birc twong dé cling dén tuwr
Aswan.”
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“Co l&,” Amy ludng ly dong tinh v6i né. “Em c6 nhé Bae da noi gi vé
Katherine khi ba ay cam thay bi xem thwdng chi vi ba la phu nit khong? Em
chdng nhan thdy rang Katherine da dan ching ta qua hét tat ca nir pharaoh,
nit hoang va nit than cia Ai Cap c6 dai sao? Sakhet, Hatshepsut, Nefertari.
Tham chi manh méi Giza cling dugc tim thay trong kim ty thap nit hoang.”

“DPiéu d6 lam em nh@ mot thit.” Dan nhin lai nhitng chi* twgng hinh.
“Khi Theo huéng dan cho ching ta, va cai doan Isis nam tay Nefertari, nhg
khong? Hinh trén dau Isis y hét hinh nay.”

“Em ca chit nay c6 nghia la Isis.”

“Lai la mot nit than!” Amy gi& quyén sach. “Nguwoi Ai Cap cb dai tin
rang khi Isis nghe tin chong ba, Osiris, chét, nwéc mat ctia ba da khién séng
Nile tran bo - khién vung dat nay tré nén mau md cho néng nghiép.” Amy
ngang dau lén, mat sang ruc. “Ké kia lam cdy trdi tot twoi bdang 1é tudn
dai!”

“Vay con cho Noi con tim cua ké nguoi dy yéu thuong dugc tim thay
thi sao”?

Amy tiép tuc doc, nhip tim moi lic mot nhanh hon. “Osiris bi than

chién tranh Seth giét va xé xac. Isis tim thdy tim chong minh trén dio
Philae. D6 la noi dat ngoi dén tho ba.”
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Dan tro mot ngon tay vao tung chit twgng hinh. “Pao. Isis. Cu thach.

“Philae & dau?” Dan hoi Amy.

“Chinh 1a Aswan!” Amy reo 1én. “Moi thit thé la da r6.” N6 dong
quyén sach ap mot tiéng that to. “Van deé 1a,” Amy néi tiép, “chi khong thé
nhG ba Grace da viét gi vé Aswan. Gid ma ching ta ditng lam mat quyén
sach ay!”

“Chtng ta a?” Dan van lai.

“Oké, 1a chi,” Amy dé mat vi gian dit. “Néu em muodn trach méc gi chi
thi c viéc.”

“A, néu nhv chi cho em xem quyén sach, c 1& ching ta di biét phai
lam gi tiép theo r6i,” Dan noi.

“Nhuw vay la bat cong,” Amy néi. “Em dau c6 thich nghién ctu nhuw
chi.”
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“Nhung ma em c6 thé doc,” Dan cay cu. “Va khong giong nhuw chi,
em c6 thé nhé. Chi tham chi con chang cho em liéc nhin né nita 1a.”

“Luc nao em chang néi nghién cttu la chan om.” Amy dop lai. “Lam
sao ma chi biét duwgc lan dau tién trong doi em mudn doc mot quyén cam
nang chu?”

“D6 khong chi 1a mot quyén cam nang. 6 la cam nang ctia Grace!”
Dan cao giong. “Chi muén giit hét moi thit Grace dé lai cho riéng minh.
Chi c6 sgi day chuyén va gid la bitc twgng Sakhet... chi cling chang bé né
ra nita. Chi tham chi con muén git ky t’c cho riéng minh!”

“Khong dung,” Amy cai lai. “Va nhw vay ciling bat cong luon!”

“U, Grace dau phai 1a ba ciia mét minh chj dau, chi biét ma!” Mit Dan
do tia Ién. “Chi chi mu6n gitt ba cho riéng minh thoi!”

“Pirng c6 ky cuc nhw thé!” Amy thét 1én. N6 cdm thady mat minh dang
néng lén. “Pé la diéu ngu ngdc nhat ma chi da tieng duwgc nghe!”

“Chi phai quyét dinh xem ba la ngwdi tot hay xau. Chj phai quyét dinh
ba cé thwong yéu ching ta hay khong. Néu chi néi vdi em rang ba ngoai
khong thwong em mot ti nao, rang ba la mot ké vach ké hoach day gian 4c,
thi tot nhat chi hdy dung ddn chitng ma chithg minh di,” Dan néi giong
gian dit. “Chi dang qua lo sg rang néu chi ma maéc 16i 1an nira thi chi lai bi
quay lo 180 d6 chit gi. Khong phai vi Ian Kabra xau xa thi tdt cd moi nguoi
déu xdu hét ca dau nhé!”

Amy héa hoc miéng vi sitng so. Chwa bao gio n6 thay Dan hanh x& nhw

thé nay. Thang bé tirng goi né bang nhitng cai tén khac nhau, tirng danh
nhau vdi n6, nhung chuwa bao gio nhu thé nay. Chwa bao gio Dan chu y nhw
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thé cd. Luc nay trong Dan c6 vé ha hé chién thang, nhw thé né vira ghi ban
vay.

Giong nhu diéu con bé da cam thdy khi ¢ trong can c¢ Ekat, khi da
lam cho thang em khéc.

biéu gi dang xdy ra véi ching thé nay? Cé phai d6 chinh la th ma
cac manh moi dang mang dén cho hai chi em né khéng? Sy phan bdi va bi
mat la nhitng diéu binh thwong mdi. Nhitng thit &y dang lam ching bi méo
mo tinh than. Bién ching thanh nhitng ké thu nghich lan nhau.

Ca hai dang hanh xt* nhv nhitng con nguwdi ma tredce kia con bé chua
ti'ng nhan ra. Nhitng nguoi né chua tirng yéu thich.

Amy nhan ra rang, ching dang cw x& nhw nhitng thanh vién dong ho
Cadhill.
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CHUONG 17

MOI CHIN GIO SANG ma nhiét do & Aswan di ngoai ba muoi. Tai
san bay, Amy cam thady mo hoi chdy doc trén Iwng minh, va con bé cdi balod
ra dé quang n6 vao mot bén vai. Chiéc bal6 lai dap vao tui deo hong theo
ti'ng nhip buwéc cia n6. Amy sé khong kéu ca gi ca. Néu lam thé, Dan sé
ném cho n6 mot cai nhin khinh bi, goi n6 la d6 nhit nhat, rang con bé
chang chiu trach nhiém vé nhitng gi minh lam.

Nhung trai lai, c6 thé thang bé cling sé chang mang goi tén n6. Ching
dang khong them noéi chuyén

Uych, uych, tiéng baldé dap vao tii deo héng cta n6. Con bé tut lai
dang sau moi nguoi. Nellie dan dau, di dén bai dau taxi. Theo da goi dién
héi Hilary gidp, va ba gidi thiéu khach san Old Cataract, “noi Grace van &
khi dn Aswan, cac bé vit cung a. Saladin yéu quy, lam on bé mong chan
cuia may ra khoi tay tao, cam on...”

Dan theo sau Nellie, gitt khoang cach gitta n6 va Amy cang xa cang
tot. Theo di trerdc Amy, dang tim cap kinh ram trong tii do0. Cac dam dong
du khach cho ldy hanh ly dang tu tap rai rac xung quanh, va mot nguoi
huwéng dan vién goi 16n, “Moi ngudi, di 16i nay!” ltic mot toan du khach
dong duc khac tién vé phia day xe buyt.

Theo lam roi cdp kinh nén cti xudng dé nhat 1én. Amy thay c6 ai do
dam sam sau lwng minh lam né dirng lai. Amy cam thdy cé sy co xat vao
chiéc tai hong, ben khom ngudi xuong dé khé dich chuyén n6. Ngac nhién,
con bé cham phai mot ban tay. “Nay!”
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Amy cam giac chiéc tdi deo hong dang bi giang ra. Pam dong van ép
lay né. Khong thé xoay, cling khong thé tién 1én phia tredc. Amy bat dau
thdy hot hoang. “Citu t6i!”, n6 hét 1én, nhung chang ai nghe thdy. Theo
khong quay lai. Anh chang dang vay Nellie. Con bé cam thdy giéng nhu
minh dang bi ddm ran bo lic nhic bao vay. Amy khong thé duwgc. Troi qua
noéng, va nhitng co thé dang chuyén dong khoéa chat né lai mét cho. N6
khong thé thoat ra. “C-c-ttu-vdi!” Gigng Amy yéu 6t qua, chang tao nén
noi mot tiéng hét.

Phia tréc mat, n6 thdy Dan ngoanh lai. Méat thang bé bat gap cap mat
hoang hot cia Amy. N6 biét ngay con bé dang gap rac roi. N6 bat dau tim
cach quay lai ché Amy.

‘(Dan!,J
Amy c0 tién vé phia n6 va suyt nita thi nga nhao.
“Dan, gitp chi véi! Chiéc tii hong!”

Thinh linh, tay thang bé tho xuyén qua ddm dong, tom lay c6 tay Amy.
Dan dung hét sitc kéo Amy, hat vang mot ngudi phu nit gitta ching. Amy
thay sitc ép 1én chiéc tai hong da khong co color="black">
N6 ngodanh lai va nhin quanh quit ddm dong. Thay vi nhitng con ran bo ltc
nhtic, con bé nhin thdy cac du khach mo ho6i nhé nhai néng long muon tim
phuong tién cho minh. T ngoai tdm mat, n6 thay c6 ai d6 di chuyén,
nhung do chi la hai ong ba lao, nguoi dan ong to béo doi nén rom con
nguwoi phu nit dang nhin xuéng va tim kiém mot thit gi do trong tdi xach
cang phong ctia minh. Amy trong thay anh sang roi 1én chiéc nhan bac hinh
ran cda ba ta.

“Nhanh nao, hai dita!” Theo ditng canh chiéc taxi d@ md san cira.
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Amy d6 uych vao ghé sau canh Dan.

“Nay, ai do6 da c6 tinh cat thi nay tr phia sau,” Dan théng béo.

Amy md& khoa chiéc tdi hong, may ngon tay run lay bay. N6 thay dau
dao c6 rach xuyén qua 1dp vai bo. Nhin thdy vét cat con mdi nguyén, noi sg

chay doc song lung Amy. “Suyt nita thi cham phai.”

“Cac em phai trong chirng do dac trong dam dong,” Theo noéi. “Toi
mung vi Amy da phan tng rat nhanh.”

“That ra la Dan day a,” Amy noi chita.
“U, em chi c6 gang lam mot céi gi dé ra hon théi,” Dan noi.

Theo trong ra ctra s6. “Tai sao ching ta khong dé tii xach lai khach
san va don tau sang dao Agilika ngay sau do?”

“Khoan d3,” Dan ngat 16i. “Em nghi tén hon déo phdi la Philae chi.
Do 1a noi quyén sach noi ve vi tri ngbi dén.”

“Philae la tén di chi, nhung hon dao la Agilika,” Theo tra 10i Dan.
“Pdo Philae da chim hoan toan xuéng nwéc tir nhitng nam 60 ro6i.”

“Cai gi?” Amy bat kéu. Manh m6i nam dwdi nuéc sao?
“Ay 1a khi ngudi ta xay Dap Cao[1]. Tham chi con truéc dé nita, sau
khi con dap dau tién dwgc xay dung tr nam 1902, t hon ddo da bi chim

dwdi nwdc vao mot s6 thdi gian trong nam. Nguwoi ta khi ay da that sy nhin
thdy n6 dudi nuée.”
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[1] Bdp Cao ving Aswan, tiéng Anh la High Dam, ddp thit hai. Aswan
la thanh phé ndm gan thdc nudc dau tién trén séng Nile & Ai Cap. Nguoi ta
xdy hai con ddp dang chir V dé ngdn lii séng Nile, phdt dién va tudi tiéu.
DPdp Aswan cdch Cairo 1.000 km vé thuong nguén. Néu khéng cé dap,
nuwéc song Nile gdy Iii hang nam trong suét mua hé khi dong nuéc tir Pong
Phi do vao, du chiing ciing mang theo khodng chdt va dinh dudng cho dat
song Nile.

“Vay diéu gi da xdy ra v6i nha ctra trén ddo?” Amy hoi.

“Nguoi ta gitt va chuyén ching dén Agilika,” Theo giai thich. “Hon
ddo dugc xay dung dé trong y hét nhu Philae. Rat gan v6i thit ma ching ta
c6 thé that sw trdi nghiém dwoc. Thit duy nhat thay doéi chinh la ban than
hon ddo. Moi nguoi sé thdy Dén tho Isis nhw n6 da tirng ton tai trén
Philae.”

“Y anh néi 1a dao Philae ngay trwdc van con ton tai, nd chi ndm dudi
song Nile th6i?” Dan hdi tiép.

Theo gat dau. “Dwdi chiéc ho dugc con dap tao ra. Nhung bay gio
chang c6 gi dé xem ¢ do6 cad.”

Hai anh chi Theo va Nellie bat dau tro chuyén, va Amy noéi véi Dan
bang giong nho nhe. Vi Dan da ctu mang minh, that ky cuc néu van dién
tiét v4i thang bé.

“Chung ta van con mot co may,” Amy thi tham. “Bai tho viét rang c6t
da hong sé doé bong lic trrva. Vi hai cong trinh déu c6 vi tri hét nhu nhau,
cung mot chiéc bong sé do vao cing mot vi tri trén ‘canh tay dai chd che’ -
du cho né la gi di nita. Néu ching ta may man, manh moi cia Katherine
van sé con & do.”
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“Hodc nhu thé, hodc ching ta can dirng lai & civa hiéu ban do lan,”
Dan noi.

Chiéc taxi dau lai tredc khach san Old Cataract, mot vi tri rat dep bén
phai song Nile.

T dé nghi gilr gié xach cua ho va “tra it tién boa”. Khi anh di lai cho
chiéc taxi, nhan vién khach san chay dén va trao cho Theo m&t miéng gidy
nho. Theo doc, cau may lai, réi dit n6 vao tdi ao.

“Cai gi thé?” Amy hoi Theo khi anh chang vao ghé canh béc tai.

“Khong c6 gi. Chi la... mot 16i chao hoi ti ban tiép tan.”

Dan chom qua ghé va méc mau gidy ra khoi tii Theo. N6 doc luét.
“Mot 1oi chao héi gi do.”

N6 dwa mau gidy cho Amy va Nellie. Phia trén cung la mot biéc vé
kiéu Ai Cap vé than Osiris, than cta thé gigi am phu. Bén dwdi viét nhw
sau:

S ngao man sé dan cdc nguoi dén cho chét!

“T6i khong mudn moi nguwdi nhin thay thém nhitng ghi chd vé van thé
nay nita,” Theo noi.

Dan vo to gidy lai. “Khong thanh van dé.” Nhung ky thuc 1a c6. N6
nghi rang Jonah da gwi cac ghi chi ay. Nhung Jonah dang ly phéi trén

dwong dén Paris roi chi.

“Bén tau day roi,” Theo néi. “Khan truong nao - cé chiéc pha sap stra
roi bén.”
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Ca bon chay theo chiéc tau trong chi cé vai gidy ngan ngui con lai.
Chiéc pha xinh xich rdi bén. O thanh phé Aswan, séng Nile duong nhu dep
hon. Mau nuwéc gan vGi mau ngoc luc bdo, va day ap nhitng canh buém
trang. Nhitng chiéc du thuyén do lai gan do, du khach twa vao lan can tau,
tay cam mady anh hodc chi tré. Hai con diéc dau that duyén dang trén bai
lau sdy, goi cho Amy nhé dén nhitng bitc tranh n6 da tréng thay trong lang
Nefertari. Cai c6 xwa va md&i mé gap gd nhau trong nhitng giday phut tuyét
voi dy khién Amy bat dau nhan ra d6 chinh la mot phan cta dat nwéc Ai
Cap.

“Chung ta sé dung chan ¢ mii phia Nam, nhueng khong qua xa ngoi
déen,” Theo bao. “Cac em biét cau chuyén vé Isis khong?”

“Ba ay két hoén vé6i cai ga Osiris, va ro6i han ta ngém téi,” Dan noi.
“Thé 1a ba &y budn ba va thé nay thé khac, sau dé khoc 16¢ khién cho nuéc
mat chdy thanh séng.”

“Tuyét voi! Giong hét nhw trén nhitng chit bitc vé,” Theo ndi.

Chiéc tau cap bén, va ca bon di theo Theo vao Pén tho Isis. D6 1a mot
cong trinh khéng 10, vira cao vira to, véi nhitng birc phu diéu dugc khac vao
da. Ho di xu6éng hang cot khong 16 v6i nhiéu day cot ndi tiép nhau.

Dan nhin xung quanh. “Cy thach dau? O day khéng c6 hay sa0?”

“C6 mot cai,” Theo tra 16i. “That ra la c6 hai cai, do vua Ptolemy VIII
dwng nén, dwgc lam tir da granite hong. Ca hai déu bi hw héng - mot cai bi
do - va dugc nguoi ta mang di tir thé ky 18 - trm, bi cuép, hay la mua lai,
tuy cach moi ngwdi mudn hiéu vé no - bdi mot ngwdi Anh[2]. Chiang hién
dang ¢ trong khu vuon cta ong ta 6 Dorset, nwéc Anh.”
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[2] Nha Ai Cap hoc Henry Salt, ciing la nghé si, nha du hanh, nha
ngogi giao cta Anh, doi thti canh tranh vd&i Bernadino Dvoretti trong linh
vu'c suwu tdp co vdt.

Amy thay nan chi. Hai cy thach - hai chiéc cot mau hong - da khong
con nita. Chang cé gi dé hat bong xuéng nita. Lam thé nao ching tim thay
manh moi day?

Theo tiép tuc bai gidi thiéu. “Trén hon déao cii, treéc day song Nile
ngap moi nam mot 1an,” anh giang giai. “Nguoi ta da xay twong dé bao vé
cac ngoi dén. Do 1a 1y do vi sao ngdi dén ngay nay dugce bao ton nguyén
ven dén thé.”

“Nhung gio thi dau c6 buc twong nao,” Amy noi.

“Bon ho khong can tai thiét ching,” Theo nhin vai. “Bé&i vi da cé con
dap, song Nile khong con dang 1t nita.”

Theo di theo Nellie. Amy ng6i xuéng mot bac thém. “Chuing ta sé lam
gi bay gio?” N6 héi. “Cy thach khong con nita r6i.” color="black">
Dan ng6i xuong bén canh Amy. “Va cd nhitng birc twong - chi c6 nghi
chung chinh la ‘canh tay dai ch@ che’ khong?

“V1 sao Grace dan dat ching ta dén day néu nhw con dap da nhan chim
hon dao?” Amy thac mac. “Ba han phai biét diéu d6. Va noi nay ciing that

khong 16. Bén noi chi ciing chang biét phai bat dau tir dau nira.”

“Han la ba da dé lai mot manh moi khac,” Dan néi. “Chiing ta chwa
tim ra ma thoi.”

Co6 mot khoang lang ngan ngui. Sy lanh gia da khong con nita, nhung
khong khi gita hai dita van con lanh 1&o, bat ké mat troi dang chéi chang.
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“Dan, ching ta khong thé trd thanh nhitng Cahill xdu dwgc,” Amy néi
nho nhe. “Chi c6 hai chi em minh véi nhau thoi. Chi khong thé lam dwgc
néu khong c6 em.”

“Em cling thdy nhu vay,” Dan dong tinh. “Khdéng c6 em chi chang lam
gi dugc dau.”

Amy cudi phéa 1én. Néu nhw con bé ngay cang citng céi hon thi Dan
cling thé. Co6 thé nhitng thay doi ciing khong qua té. Néu chiing van la mot
gia dinh, chi c6 hai dia véi nhau, ching ciling c6 thé hinh dung ra viéc tr@
thanh nguwoi dong ho Cahill 1a nhw thé nao.
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CHUONG 18

TOI HOM PO, Amy khong ngt dwgc. Nhitng hinh anh ¢ choang
nhau trong dau con bé. Nhitng ngoi dén, lang mo, ca sau va su tit. Cap mat
sam cung nu cuwoi sang chéi cua Ian Kabra. Cam giac hoang hot vi bi ép
chdt ¢ san bay khi dam dong vay quanh. Khudon mdt nho, nghiém nghi cua
thang em, cai cach ma n6 xong qua dam dong dé dén citu minh. Hai vog
chdng gia, nguwdi phu nit nhin vao gié xach cua ba ta. Anh sang lap lanh
trén chiéc nhan bac cuaa ba.

Giac ngu 16i n6 di, va trwde khi chim vao trong nd, con bé trong thay
guong mdt Grace mim cuwoi va noi.

Hay tin con nguoi,

kkesk

Amy tinh gidc gitta dém. Khong phai vi n6 nghe thay tiéng dong.
Giong nhu thé n6 nhé rang da c6 mot tiéng dong nao do thi dung hon. Amy
c6 chong choi vai gidc nga von da tré thanh th xa xi vGi né.

Tay con bé lan doc theo chiéc giwdong, noi Amy van c6 théi quen dat
tii héng & trén nén nha. N6 kia roi, géc nhon ctia chan dé bic twong Sakhet
chia ra ngoai. N6 bat dau quay veé véi goi am chan ém... nhung nhé cho tién
vao tdt.

Amy lai tredn xudng va lan ngén tay quanh cho6 chan dé dé cham vao
btrc twong Sakhet.
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Ngon tay chi cham vao khong khi. Khong cé birc twong gan vao deé.

Tim dap loan xa, Amy da tinh rui. N¢ tréo ra khoi giwong va kiém tra
duwdi nén nha. Khong cé gi. Dudi givong. Cling trong tron.

Ctra s6 dang mé. N6 da quén dong cira s6 v? Amy lao dén dé nhin ra
ngoai.

Trang da lén cao, tron vanh vanh, soi sang trang co6 bén ngoai nhw anh
den trong san van dong. Rat dé dang nhin ra Theo, tay cam tui xach, hét hai
di trén khiic duong vong. Amy trong thay den 6t6 chiéu sang & cho do xe
dang xa.

Amy khong ngting suy doan. N6 day civa s6 1én hét cd va trudn ra
ngoai. Chan tran ctia n6 cham vao dat mat lanh. Con bé len 16i qua nhitng
bui cay, dén bai co, va bam theo.

Khi nghi ra minh can sy gitip d& thi da qua mudn. Theo dang tién dén
cho chiéc xe. Liéu n6 c6 thé ha guc han ta khéng? N6 can phai danh ngay
vao cho dau goi han...

Amy nghe thay tiéng buwdc chan thinh thich phia sau. Nellie dang du6i
theo Theo, méat c6 nang hién r6 vé titc toi. Hai chan Nellie 16 ra bén dwdi
chiéc quan 16t b6 sat va chiéc do thun qua kho hinh ban nhac rock Pearl
Jam c6 mdc di ngu.

Co nang huych vao Theo bang mot dong tac néu ap dung & NFL[1] sé
dong nghia vdi viéc bi dudi thang c

[1] NFL viét tat cua National Football League - Lién doan béng bau
duc quéc gia (My).
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Han ta khuyu xudng dat trong tiéng ra dau don.

Amy chay that nhanh qua ca hai va lao dén bén chiéc xe. Hét sitc ngac
nhién, Hilary la nguoi ng6i sau tay lai, miéng ha héc vé kinh ngac that gia
tao tredc canh twgng chau trai cua ba ta dang bi Nellie cu@i trén nguc.

“Chuyén gi dang xdy ra vay, cac chu vit bé bong?” Mat Hilary tai mét,
nhung ba van co giit giong vui vé.

Amy chom lén va tat dong co, r6i cho chia khéa xe vao tdi. “Sao
ching ta khong cung tim hiéu nhi,” con bé ggi y. Amy thdy ngac nhién
tredc sy binh tinh cta chinh minh. Néu titc t6i qua mikc, ta chang can phai
cd gang dé trd nén gan da.

“Meeo.”

Amy nghe dwoc cai am thanh khe khé dy va tim con bé tran day niém
han hoan. “Saladin phai khong?” C6 chom vao ghé sau va cam lay chiéc
16ng meéo.

Nam chat c6 tay Hilary, Amy dat ba ldo dén cho Theo va Nellie.

Khuon mdt Theo dim do6 vi dau dén. “Cé em c6 can phai danh t6i dau
thé khong?” han rong 1én.

Nellie cti rap nguwdi xudng va rit ti'ng chit vao mat han. “Sy ngao man
da dan anh dén cho chét, do6 khon a!”

kR

Theo ngoi bep xuéng nén khach san trong lic Amy lay bic twgng
Sakhet ra khai ti xach cda han.
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Hilary ng6i nghiém nghi trén mot chiéc ghé.

“Ta chac rang chung ta c6 thé noéi chuyén vGi nhau,” ba ta 1én tiéng.
“Néu Theo da lam diéu gi sai, hay dé ta gidi quyét.”

“Chéu khong chac thé dau,” Amy dap.

“Chi it c6 thé cho t6i mot it dd chwom vao mat ca chan dugc khong?”

Theo nan ni.

“Tat nhién r6i,” Nellie dap. C6 nang dén x0 da, nhidc no6 1én va trit
toan bo xuéng dau Theo. “Cam on,” Theo néi.

“Khong c6 chi,” Nellie néi giong ngot ngao. “Do6 xdo tra.”
“Chung ta lam gi v6i bon ho day?” Dan héi. N6 da chop lay chiéc den
trén ban va dang cam lam lam trong tay, phong treong hgp Theo c6 bd

chay. N6 sé ra tay ngay titc khac néu Theo cho n6 mét co hoi.

Nhung trong Theo c6 vé khong mudn cho né mét co hdi. Han nhw hét
pin va rat chan nan.

“Chac chan la canh sat roi,” Nellie tra 10i.
“V6i han thé la xong, dang kiép,” Dan dong tinh.

“Moi nguoi dang noi gi thé?” Hillary hoi vé kinh sg. “Theo, bon ho
dang néi gi thé?”

“Pirng goi canh sat,” Theo van nai. “Xin lam on. Banh cap twgng la
t0i chung than. Moi ngudi khong muén tdi ngbi tu ch? T6i sé phdi & trong
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d6é dén mot ngan nam!”
“Thi mot nha khédo c6 nao do c6 thé nghién cttu 6ng anh,” Dan néi.

“Cac nguoi khong hiéu dau,” Theo noéi. “Cac ngwoi tham chi con c6
vé khong can dén n6. Bitc twgng chi 1a mot phan trong mot cudc truy lung
kho bau dién khung nao dé. Cac ngwoi khong hiéu minh dang c6 gi trong

"’

tay dau

“Theo!” Hilary la 1én. “Khi con bdo mudn gap ta ¢ day, ta chang thé
ngo dugc la...” Hai tay Hilary dwa l1én che miéng to vé kinh ngac.

“0, 1am on thdi di,” Nellie néi. Co nang dén bén dién thoai.

“Nghe nay, t6i xin 16i, dwgc chwra?” Theo néi tiép. “Nhuwng rot cudc thi
moi nguoi d nhitng nha Ai Cap hoc lam gi. Nghién cttu tir nam nay sang
nam no, di xuéng nhitng lang mo, chui dau vao gidy papyrus va nhan duwgc
gi nao? Mot dé nghi vé lam viéc nht mot giam tuyén trong bao tang véi

dong lwong tham chi khong dt dé thué nha.”

Hilary viii mét vao hai ban tay. “Oi, Theo. Néu cac chau dé ta dwa né
di, ta hita sé... ta sé dén bu cho cac chau.”

Amy nhin cham cham vao tay ba. “Mot chiéc nhan dep day thwa ba
Hilary.”

“Cam on chau cung.”
“Ba dén Aswan khi nao thé?”

“Vira dén thoi, vit cung a. Theo bao ta dén gdp no; ta hoan toan khong
biét c6 chuyén gi.”
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“Khong biét sao,” Amy héi lai. “That titc cwdi, vi toi trong thay ba &
san bay sang hom nay. Ba ditng canh mot ldo gia nao do, hy vong nhu thé
ba sé trong nhu thé dang di cung vGi ong ta. Ba chinh la ké da c6 gang rach
tui deo hong cua t6i!” Amy quay sang Theo. “Va anh da gia vo lam roi
kinh dé ba ta c6 thé thuc hién diéu do!”

Hilary bat ra mdt tiéng cwdi 16n nhung nghe nhuw mac nghen. “Tuwdng
twgng gioi that!”

“Qi, ba ngoai, hdy thd nhan di,” Theo néi giong mét méi. “Ba khong
nghi la minh chang Itvta n6i mat ai hay sao?”

“Ta da thanh c6ng néu chau hgp tac!” Hilary rit lén.

Nhin khuon mat méo xéch cuaa Hilary, con thinh ng cia Amy da tr@
lai. MOt lan nita bi phan boi, bi xem nhw mot dita ngoc nghéch. “Sao ba cé
thé lam nhw thé chi?” no cao giong. “Sao ba lai c6 thé phan boi Grace? Ba
ay la ban than nhat cta ba kia ma!”

“Chinh x4c!” Hilary bat khoc. “Va ba ay da cé tit ca cua cai trén thé
gian, con ta thi song trong nghéo kho. Ta khéng cé madt trong di chic cuaa
ba dy. Vi sao ta lai khong c6 mot phan trong tai san ctia ba ay kia chit?”

“Ba qua la mot ba 1ao tham lam,” Nellie lac dau. “Nghiép ac.

Lai thém moét vo nira, Amy gian dit tw nha. N6 tin twédng mot ai do,
nhung héa ra diéu do6 hoan toan sai. Luc nay, Amy khong biét liéu nén gian

Hilary hay ban than minh hon.

Theo thd dai. “Coi kia, t6i xin 16i vi da cwdp bitc twgng,” han néi véi
Amy va Dan. “Nhung khi c6 ai dé nghi mot moén hoi triéu do, moi ngwoi sé
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lam gi?”
Nellie nhac dién thoai.
“Khoan da,” Dan xen vao. “Ai dé nghi dwa cho anh mot triéu?”
“Mot quy ba nguoi Nga dién khung.”
Nellie b6 may xuong.
“Vay anh da gap 4 nguwoi Nga dién khung nay ¢ dau?” Amy hoi.

Theo lung ting. “Trong lang Nefertari. Toi va phai ba ta ¢ phong
cho.”

“Vay anh chinh la ngwoi gia tiéng xac wdp?” Dan hoi tiép.

“T6i nghi... néu ca hai sg... thi ca hai sé dwa bitrc twgng Sakhet cho t6i
gitt,” Theo tra 10i.

“Ciling chinh anh la ngwoi da gri nhitng thong diép canh bao,” dén
lwgt Nellie hoi, mat c6 nang nheo lai thanh hai duwong ké. “Thd nhan di.”

Theo gat dau. Han ta rat ho then. “T6i xin 16i.”

“Xin 16i? Anh nhot hai dita tré cta t6i vao mot lang mo réi néi xin 16i
thoi sao?” Nellie thét 1én. “T6i sé cho anh xin 16i!” C6 nang bam so.

“Cho da, Nellie,” Amy cat ngang. “Em nghi ching ta c6 thé thda
thuan ¢ day.” NoO quay sang Theo va Hilary. “Bon t6i sé khong nop hai
ngudoi cho canh sat. Néu nhu cd hai thye hién cho chiing t6i mot viéc.”
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CHUONG 19

NHA KHAO CO HOC TOC VANG, hay & nén goi hin 1a tén trdm,
dwong nhw rat cang thang. Co6 1€ vi han ta lira doi hai dita nhéc véi gia tai
duy nhat ma ba ngoai than yéu ctia ching dé lai chi 1a mot cudc tranh tai
dién khung ma chiing da cam chac that bai cing mot bitc twgng vo gia. Va
nho c6 han ta, ching ciing... mat ludn bitc twgng.

Cha, that dau cho bon chting, Irina nghi.

Quyén sach héa ra 1a mot ngo cut. Chang c6 goi y gi cd, ma chi la
nhitng ghi chu trén trang bia, nhitng thit ngu ngdc kiéu nhw dirng bé 16 cdi
nay! va thittc dn ngon & ddy. Mot con sé khong to twdng cho bat ky manh
m6i ndo & Aswan. That lang phi thoi gio. A da viit n6 di. Nhitng y nghi vé
Grace, du nho nhat dén dau cling déu khién mat cta a co giat.

Irina di vong vé gan quan ca phé noi Theo Cotter dang ngoi chd, ngon
tay khua lién hoi 1én cai ban nhé khdm gach men, chiéc tdi dat dwéi chan.
A biét khong ai theo ddi minh. Irina da di ngang qua quan ba 1an cho chéc
an.

A ngbi vao chiéc ghé canh Theo. “May c6 biic tugng Sakhet chi?”

“Ba 6 tién chit?”

A nghiéng dau. “Nhu da thoa thudn. Tién s& dwoc chuyén vao tai

khoan ngan hang Thuy ST khi ta da x4c dinh dugc dé 1a bite twong that.” A
khong c6 chit y dinh ndo sé& chuyén tién. A cfing ching can biic tugng, &
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chi can cai thi ¢ bén trong. Bon Lucian da tim kiém th d6 nhiéu thé ky
nay. Irina khong biét vi sao, nhung khi cé né trong tay, a sé c6 cau tra 10i.

“Trwdc tién, ta can phai vao phong vé sinh da.”

A nhit chiéc tii nhé 1én r6i bang qua nhitng chiéc ban vao phong vé
sinh. A déng ctra lai that k§ cang.

A cam btic twong trén tay. D6 1a mot bitc tuwgng Sakhet, & biét dieu do,
c6 mot chiéc dau su tt. Bng, nhu nguwdi ta da bao cdo cho Lucian Napoleon
vi dai. Cap mat bitc twong la ngoc luc bdo, & cho la thé - Irina chang biét ti
gi vé da quy. Moi thit c6 vé ding nhv du kién. Irina gé nhe vao bitc twgng,
tim thit cach dé md& no.

A trong thdy mot dwong rdnh manh nhu sgi téc trén bom su ti. Irina
tregt mot dao gam manh (that hitu ich lam sao khi con dao da dugc st dung
nhiéu nam qua!) vao ranh, va dau bic twgng xoay theo hwéng nghich vdi
kim dong ho mot cach dé dang. N6 dé 10 ra mot khoang nho bén trong.
Irina lai chic nguwgc bitc twgng, lac n6. Mot manh gidy papyrus roi ra.

Nghe lung nhung nht mot mé rau cdi vay. Nhung nhitng chu thich vé
cac manh moi chwra bao gio c6 y nghia gi cho dén khi ta dén duwgc noi phai
dén. Rabat la md6t thanh phd & Ma Réc. Chac chan tét ca sé ro rang hon khi
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a dit chan t6i d6. Mot cach than trong, Irina vin dong khoang bi mat. A
nhét méanh gidy vao tdi va cho bitc twgng trd lai tdi xach.

A 1ai len 16i qua ddy ban ghé va liéng chiéc tii tré lai chan Cotter. “Ta
rat ngac nhién khi may dam lira gat ta,” & n6i. “Pay chang phdi 1a mot y
hay dau. Day la buc twong gia.”

“Nhung t6i bdo dam véi ba dé 1a do that.”

“Ha! Cha em nghi ta la tré so sinh hay sao? Chang c6 tién cho chu
may dau.” Irina ding day va di that nhanh.

A thic mic khong biét ¢ san bay c6 chuyén bay nao thing dén Ma
Ro6c khong. Thanh pho c6 Rabat sé 1a diém dirng chan ké tiép cua a.

Khi nhdy vao taxi, Irina ty khen ngoi minh. A da vugt qua dugc phiit
gidy mui 10ng ngin ngti bén trong ling Nefertari. A khong dwgc cho phép
minh yéu du6i thém lan nao nita.

Khi da c6 39 manh moi, cé 1é & sé c6 gang tréd nén bac ai hon. Hay
khong can nhw thé, chang can phdi ¢6 gang qua stc lam gi. C6 1€ chi... bét
ha khac hon. Bén khi do, & sé khong cho phép bat ky sw xao nhang nao
nita. Va a cling chang bao giodat chan vao mét lang md nao khac. C6 qua
nhiéu hon ma. C6 qua nhiéu ky tc...

Mat Irina lai bat dau giat giat.

“Phi treong Aswan. Va hay khan truong 1én!”
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CHUONG 20

“THANH CONG ROL” DAN NOL “That 1a hay, phai khong?”

“Pung thé,” Amy dap. Irina da bay dén Ma Réc, ching cling vira
chitng kién Theo va Hilary 1én may bay vé lai Cairo.

“Tai sao hai em lai buén rau thé?” Nellie hoi. “Hai dita nén an ming
cht. Vi tui em da c6é ké hoach tuyét voi nay - dd mua mot to papyrus ci,
Theo da bat chuwéc chir viét cia Katherine mot cach hoan hdo. Ching ta da
tim mot bitc twgng gia hoan hao va khoan mot cai 16 1én d6. Nho vao s tai
ba ctia tat ca ching ta, hai difa vira tong ké thu nguy hiém nhat vao chuyén
san ngong troi mot di khong trd lai. Va lai, chi méi la nguwdi nén tii than
day. Tim chi da tan v3.” Nellie huo chiéc muong, r6i lai vuc mot muong
day yogurt va mat ong khac. “O, ngon tuyét.”

“Tim chi da tan v& chitng nam phut r6i day,” Amy noi.

Nellie nhtin vai. “Gi co, thé chi phai ngirng an v?” C6 nang gio muong
vé phia Amy. “Dtrng bao gio tiéc nudi vi da trot tin twéng ai do. Diéu ay
chitng t6 em van con mot trai tim. Nhwng néu han ta la mot ké lira loc... chi
cling sé khong phi thoi gian dé than khéc dau. Vi chi dw sitc ngon com dé
vugt qua chuyén do.”

Amy biét Nellie dang nhac né hay bo qua chuyén vé Ian. Liéu Amy c6
thé mwon maot it sy ty tin cia Nellie khong nhi? Chwa bao gio né thdy minh
ngon com ca. Mot ngay nao d6 néu may man, n6 co6 thé duwgc diém cao vi
khong qua té.
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“D6 la m6t ké hoach xuat sac,” Dan ndi. “Chi da biét Irina sé khong
c6 mot triéu do.

“Mu ta dao dau ra mot trieu do,” Amy dap. “Mu chi dinh Itra Theo
th6i. Tat ca nhitng gi mu mudén la manh méi. Va mu mudn c6 n6 nhiéu dén
do chang dirng lai ma suy nghi vi sao n6 lai dén véi minh dé dang dén thé.”

“Sai lam chét nguwdi cta bon Lucian,” Dan binh luan. “Bon ho cho
rang bon ho qué xuat sac.”

Nellie vét hét cho yogurt con lai r6i viron vai. “Chi sé dén ho boi. Cé
mot goi y nay - thi lam mot chuyén phiéu Ivu trén xa 16 h6m nay xem sao,
nhé?”

“Em van dang nghi,” Dan néi khi Nellie da di mat. “Em nghi Grace da
chuan bi moi thi cho ching ta vao chuyén di nay. Chi con nhé khi ba dan
ching ta dén New York nghi cu6i tuan khong? Ta da vao bao tang nghé
thuat Metropolitan va bé ra hang gio lién xem xét mot cai canh ctia ngudoi
Ai Cap. Chi con nhé dén Dendur[1] khong?”

[1] Pén Dendur, dugc thong déc La Ma Petronius xdy dung khi cam
quyén tai Ai Cdp vao khodng ndm 15 trwéc CN dé tho Isis va Osiris cung
hai con trai cta thi linh Nubi la Pediese va Pihor, theo l1énh ctia hoang dé
Augustus.

“Pung r6i!” Amy thot lén. “Ba da ké chiing ta nghe vé Bap cao
Aswan, vé cach n6 lam ngap tat ca nhitng dén dai ma nguwdi ta phai bao ton,
nhv dén Dendur. Nhung chi chi nhé bay nhiéu théi. Néu ba cho ching ta
mot manh méi, thi né da khong con nira.”

“Ba mua cho ching minh banh quy que néng,” Dan néi. “D6, em nh@
cai do.”
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Ky tc hoi sinh trong dau Amy. Mot trong s6 hang tram ky tc da bi
chdn vii trong dau va trong tim né vé ba ngoai. An banh quy que v&i mu
tat trén cac bac thém ctia bdo tang. Khi dy la mua thu - n6é nhG nhitng cay
cam tuyét dep @ Central Park. Grace vtra trai qua mot dgt héa tri. Chung
deéu nghi ba da gidi quyét xong can bénh ung thw, rang ba sé khoe manh va
song doi vdi ching.

Cha. Amy va Dan da nghi nhw thé. Vi Grace mudn ching nghi nhw
thé. Cang l1au cang t

Nhirng gi chuing ta xem ngay hém nay thdt tuyét voi, Grace da néi thé.
Nhung db6i khi nguoi ta danh qud nhiéu thoi gian cho qud khit. Khong co gi
ngay hom nay ta thdy lai tuyét bdng mén banh quy nay! Ba huo huo xién
banh vao khong khi va can mot miéng.

Khi 4y, ba khong c6 y néi vé banh quy. Gid thi Amy da hiéu. Y cua ba
la vé tat cd moi thit trong khodnh khac ay. Hién tai dy. Ca ba ba chau vdi
nhau, ng6i trén nhitng bac thém & bao tang trong mot ngay thu hoan hao, an
banh quy que vGi mu tat mua ¢ mot ganh hang rong bén vé duong.

Ky tc khong chi cua rieng Amy. Ky tc con thudc vé Dan. Va thang
nhéc ciing nhé nhitng diéu dy. Nhitng khoanh khac ngau nhién chirng nhw
nho nhat hoa ra lai rat doi 16n lao. Thwong thi nhitng khoanh khac ay lwét
qua Amy chi vi n6 mai lo lang vé nhitng diéu ngé ngan nhu la don xe buyt.
Hay chuyén mu tat dinh vao chiéc vdy méi ctia né.

Con bé 14y bitc trgng Sakhet ra khdi tti roi dat né 1én ban.

“Chung ta nén lam gi v6i no day?” Amy hoi Dan. “Chi khong cam
thdy an toan khi mang n6 theo & Aswan nay. Bén lwgt em d6.” Biéu con bé
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that sy mudn ndi: Grace thudc vé ca hai chi em né chit khong chi cua riéng
mot ai.

Dan nhin vao mat chi n6. N6 hiéu. “Cé 1é 1a két sat khach san?” no

dap “Roi ching ta sé gap Nellie & ho boi va lam cai gi d6 ma chi cho la that
sy hay ho.”

“Nhu la gi nao?”
Dan toét mieng cwoi lau linh. “Vui choi.”

kel

“A, c6 Cahill.” Vién quan ly ding bat diy chao Amy. Ong ta di nhanh
dén dé bat tay con bé. “Rat mirng vi c¢6 da cho hay tin. T6i rat than véi ba
ngoai cua co.”

“That u?”

“ mot vi khach dang mén nhat trong nhiéu nam. Ba ay dén day lan dau
vao cudi nhitng nam bon muoi va lui téi hang nam trong quang thdi gian
chtrng hai mwoi nam. Chung t6i van con lwu cac ghi chép ctia khach san, va
ba dy thuong xuyén xudt hién trong dé.”

“Chéau khong biét diéu nay.”

“Q, phai r6i. Ching toi c6 bitc anh tuyét voi chup ba ngoai ¢6 dang vé
song Nile. C6 mudn xem khong?” Ong véi tay vé phia chiéc ban. “Téi da

di tim no6 ngay khi co goi dién.”

Amy nhin vao bitrc anh den trang. Grace trong dé tré hon, manh dé
hon, mac bo do trang. Mot chiéc khan choang dugc van quanh dau ba. Ba
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dang ngoi canh mot gia vé dat dau doé trong khu vuon, doi dién véi con
song. Ké bén ba la mot nguwdi dan 6ng 16n tudi, to khoe doi nén rom cling
dang vé cung mot canh. “Chang phai dé la...”

“Pung thé, 1a ngai Winston Churchill, cting 1a mot vi khach quy cua
ching t6i. Thu twéng nwédc Anh trong Dé nhi thé chién, dong thoi 1a mot
chinh khach vi dai. Nhung cling dong thdi 1a - c6 c6 biét khong nhi - mot
hoa si. Ong ay ludn bao Grace ring ba can duwoc dng day vé cho. Téi tin
rang birc anh dugc chup vao nhitng nam 1950.”

“Cam on ong da cho chau xem. Chau ty hoi khong biét 6ng cé nhan
gilr do trong két sat gitip khong a?” Amy ndi, chia ra chiéc hop bén trong
c6 buc twgng Sakhet.

“Tét nhién roi,” 6ng quay di m& két sat va dat bitc twgng Sakhet vao
trong. “Va bay gio, t6i xin cd thi 16i cho mét chuyén.” Ong 14y ra khéi két
sat mot thit gi do. “Grace da goi dién cho chuing t6i cach ddy mot nam vé
tredc va yéu cau toi tim mot birc tranh ma ba da vé va dé lai nhv mot mon
qua. Ba &y mu6n mua lai bitc tranh d6. Ngudi quan ly truedce t6i da treo nod
trong van phong 6ng nhiéu nam troi. R6i khi c6 mot dot sira chita nang cap
khach san, né da bi that lac. Nhung ngay hom nay, khi t6i tim bitc anh nay,
toi da tim thay nd. Gio thi t6i xin tang cho cd6 nht m6t moén qua, véi nhitng
151 xin 16i ctia khach san chiing t6i.” Ong dwa né6 mot mén doé nhé dwgc goi
ghém can than.

Amy 0m no6 ngay vao long. “Cam on ong.”
“Em thdy khong?” Amy gio bic tranh cho Dan xem. “Hay nhé nhitng

gi Grace da nhac trong tam thiép. Ché quén tdc pham nghé thudt. Chinh la
no day!”
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D6 1a mot birc vé mau nuwéc vé song Nile, va con bé nhan ra ngay
phong cach lan goéc nhin wa thich cta Grace. Ba vé nhitng cdy co nhon
hoat, dong nwéc mau xanh 14, nhitng doi chan méanh dé cta chim ré bung
nau ¢ hai bén bo song.

Dan tho dai. “Em c6 cam giac minh sé khong dvgc di boi cho ma

»

xem.

Amy dat bic vé 1én givong. N6 bé nguge nhitng cay dinh dung dé
ghim bitc tranh vao khung. Dan quan sat Amy than trong lat bitc tranh vé
phia sau va nhédc né ra khoi khung. “Cé gi d6 khong 6n ¢ day.”

Dan nheo mat nhin. Thang bé cam bic tranh va gio n6 ra anh sang.
“Nhin nay. Grace da vé vao mat sau bu’c tranh cua mot ai do.”

Amy cui xuong thdp hon dé xem xét chit viét nguéch ngoac & phia
dudi cung. “Grace da vé vao mat sau tranh cia Winston Churchill.” Amy
cuoi toe toét. “Chac han day la sy trd thu cta ba danh cho 6ng vi da cho
rang Grace can 6ng day vé.”

“Amy nay, dé la su tra thu len mot Cahill,” Dan noéi. “Hay nhin buc
tranh cia Churchill xem. Chi c6 thdy anh sang mat troi déu huwdéng vé mot
diém khong? D6 chinh la ddo Philae. Chi c6 thay dén Isis khong? D6 chinh
la hon dao that trde khi no bi ngap nuwdce.”

“Em no6i phai d6! Churchill han da vé birc tranh nay dé goi y vé manh
moi! Chi thac mac khong biét dng dy thudc vé chi toc nao trong gia dinh.”

“Em khong biét, nhung néu phdi doan thi em cd ong dy la mot
Lucian,” Dan néi. “Ong ta c6 thi tai ning gi d6 ctia mot nha quan su.”
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“Chi nghi ba da vé chong 1én trén dé gidu di diéu nay,” Amy noi. N6
lai gio birc tranh 1én. “Cho da. Em c6 thdy nhitng con séng ma Grace vé
khong? Em trong ching gidong vai cai gi?” N6 chi vao nhitng con séng,
dinh song nhué6m mau cam tir mat troi dang lan.

Dan ngam nhin mot lic lau. “Mii tén,” né trd 10i. “Chung la nhitng
mii tén.”

“Néu cam bitc tranh 1én, em c6 thé thay bitc vé ctia Churchill vé
Philae. Nhitng miii tén chi vé bic twong kia.”

“Hinh vong cung!” Dan la lén.

“Pay chinh la ban d6,” Amy n6i. “Dan dén manh m6i cua Katherine!”

“Tuyét voi nhi,” Dan néi bang giong thua cudc. “Manh mdi nam dudi
nuwédc. Coé 1é em sap duwgc boi roi day. Boi chung véi ca sau. Va nhitng con
ky sinh trung dao ranh trong da.”

Amy go g0 ngon tay trén ban. “Phai co giai phap,” no noi.

Vtra khi &y n6 phét hién ra ngan kéo ban dang m& he hé. Con bé
nghiéng dau sang bén va trong thdy mot vat bang kim loai nam bén trong.

Phong cta chung da bi cai bo!
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CHUONG 21

CANH CUA MO TOANG. Nellie quing chia khéa cta minh Ién ban
phan. “Cai ho dy con ngon lanh hon sinh t6 Chai[1]. Chi thdy sdng khoai
toan tap. Cho chi xa voi sen mot phat, va chiing ta sé ban ké hoach an t6i.
Chung ta chi con mot budi téi nita & Aswan va chi ¢6 vai y twéng.”

[1] Chai smoothie la mét logi sinh té thdp cdm goém tra tii loc, sita va
cdc logi trdi cdy nhv dva hdu, chuéi va mét s6 gia vi chdng han nhv girng,
qué...

Nellie buwéc vao phong tam. Dan ciing Amy ciing ua theo c6 nang va
khép ctra lai.

“dy nhéc a? Um, chi biét chiing ta da rat than thiét, phai khong nao?
Nhung céi sy gan giii nay c6 vé la bi hoi qua than mat déi vdi chi ddy, hiéu

khong?” Nellie néi.

Amy vdi tay van voi sen manh hét ¢d. “Can phong nay da bi cai bo,”
né néi trong tiéng 6n cta nwdc dang tudn x0i xa.

“Bo trong khach san 4? Khong thé nhw thé dugc. La con gi thé, nhén
hay con gi? Binh tinh, dé chi x& ly cho.”

“Khong phai con trung, ma la bo dién t,” Dan noéi. “Giéng nhu giam
sat bat hgp phap ay.”

“Ching em muén chi di ra ngoai va yém tr¢g chiing em mot lic trong
khi ching em tim xem ké nao dang theo doi tui minh,” Amy n6i. “Bat ké
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do 1a ai, thi ké dy c6 1€ cling dang & quanh day thoi.”

“Chi chi viéc néi lién tuc. Chiing em da nghi rat nhiéu vé van dé nay,
va hoan toan tin la chi c6 nhitng k§ nang can thiét,” Dan bao.

“Rat hai hvdc, Dan a. Nhung ding thé. Khi can néi lién tu ti thi chi la
vo dich,” Nellie dong tinh.

Nellie dong voi sen va ca ba quay tré vé phong chinh. “Cai ho dy that
ngon lanh,” c6 nang bat dau, nhw thé chuwa tirng bi gian doan. “Chi da gap
mot cap vo chong dén tir Scotland, va chi thay, di cha cha, ca hai nguoi
mang theo mén ca hoi x6ng khéi ngon tuyét cii meéo tit qudc gia ba chay
cua ho...”

Amy than trong kéo ctra s6 lén, khong gy ra mot tiéng dong nao. N6
va Dan ldng 1é tréo ra ngoai.

“... va bon ho cung néi, ‘Aye, c6 iem, dung roi do, c6 bit vé hop ca
diép cua tui tui, co thdt goi!”” Nellie n6i bang giong Scotland té khung
khiép. “Va thé la chi n6i, ‘Hai ngudi c6 biét tui nam nit choai choai khoai
mén gi & Scotland khéng? Banh mi vong! Tuyét voi day!” ‘Ui cha,’ ho dép,
‘c6 iem, c6 iem ndi nghiém tiic chd, déy thiét la mét y ddt doc ddo...”” Vbi
mot trang tiéng Scotland cua Nellie vu vu trong tai, hai chi em chiing voi va
lai mat.

Ching di con dwong uon cong, dwdi nhitng tan co, qua nhitng khu
vuron, roi lam mot vong trd lai cong khach san.

“Em cd rang & sanh,” Dan néi. “Thiét bi nay cé bo phat séng khong
day, do d6 chuing ta can phai kiém tra tai ctia tdt cd moi nguoi.”

“Va bang cach nao?”
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“Hay noi la chung ta dang duw hoi nghi Bong Ngoay tai cua hang Q-tip,
nhi?”

Ca hai cham cham di vao trong. Sdnh dong nghet du khach dang nghi
ngoi, tron khoi cai néng gay gat dau gio chiéu.

Dan va Amy ding lai gan mot chiéc cot va quan sat ho. Thoat tién that
kh6 ma nhin ra mot ai do gitta ddam dong nay. Du khach ding ngoi, tro
chuyén, doc sach va tap chi, chuyén bao cho nhau, tat cd dang nghi chan
trede khi tiép tuc tham quan mot loat dén dai ké tiép.

Dan hédt cam vé phia mét nguwoi dang ngoi quay lwng vé phia ching.
Pay la mot ga bi thit doi mi rong vanh kiéu cao boi, gio mot to bao 1én
tredc mat. Cai c6 nung nuc thit bi chdy nang dé lyng. “Nam phiit r6i han ta
khong gid mot trang bao nao. Va han c6 gi do dat trong tai. Xem nao.”
“Nhung chi khong nhan ra han...”

“Em ca do la Eisenhower Holt nguy trang.”

Amy di theo. Dan sadi buéc nhanh dén bén nguwdi dan 6ng va giat to
bao ra khéi mit ngudi dé. “Ong da bi phat hién!”

“Vay cau nghi minh dang lam gi thé, thwa quy ngai?” Nguwoi dan ong
quat am lén bang giong Anh.

Dan nhanh chong dua to bao lai cho ong ta. “A, ong bi phat hiéen vi da
doi cai mil dep nhat trong phong!” né dap. “Ong that banh!”

Amy 16i Dan di cho khac. “Khi em tan cong céai ga dy, moi ngudi
trong sanh déu nhin 1én,” né thi tham. “Ngoai trw
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Nguoi dan dng ngbi trong géc phong, t& bado mé ra trwde mit. Ong ta
madc b6 vest mau kem vani. Phia trén do6i giay rat hgp mot, Dan liéc thay
doi tat mau hong tuoi.

“Chinh la ldo ta,” Dan khang dinh. “Chi c6 duy nhidt mot tay ma chiing
ta biét c6 thé st dung tro giam sat cong nghé cao va cling biét cach an
dién.”

N6 vira dua mot cau ngé ngan, nhung chi dé khoa lap di sy dién khung
ma n6 cam thdy dugc ngay khi phat hién ra 6ng chid cia né. Alistair Oh la
thanh vién trong dong ho Cahill duy nhat da that sy két ban v&i ching. It
nhat thi d6 la diéu ching da nghi. Chac chan, bon ho ciing da ltra loc nhau
d6i ba lan, nhung rot cudc thi ho cling hgp tac véi nhau. Alistair da hon
mot lan cttu mang ching. Nhung r6i héa ra lao ta ciing nhu tat ca nhitng
thanh vién Cahill khac - c6t dat dwgc muc dich cia minh va san long phan
thung bat ky ai ngang duong lao.

Dan hién ngang tién dén va giat 1y mé bao, xé n6 ngay truGc mat
Alistair. “Ngac nhién chwa!?”

Alistair ngang dau 1én nhin ching véi vé ngai ngu. “Xin chao, cac co6
cdu bé.”

“Xin chao ngai, ldo gia chuyén lan tranh,” Dan noi.
“Co 1é sap stta c6 mot 16i gidi thich dé...”
“Co 1é sap stra c6 mot cu giang vao dau,” Dan néi.

Amy di thém vai budc dé tdi cho chiéc dién thoai ban. N6 bam s6

phong.
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Khi Nellie nhac may, Amy néi, “Oké, chi ngung dugc roi.”
“Trui, tin tét doa,” Nellie néi. “Co nang nay sap stra xiu roi.”

Amy gac mdy va quay tré lai chd Alistair. Dan d6i mat véi ong chu,
hai tay khoanh truéc ng

“Ta thady moi thi¢ c6 vé té day,” Alistair noi.

“Chi c6 nghe thday khong?” Dan hdi Amy. “Nguwoi chét dang noi
chuyeén kia.”

“Tuyét that,” Amy n6i. “Nhung c6 phdi em dang néi vé mot ké da chét
chuyén mon néi doi, Itra loc, hai mang khéng?”

“Ta c6 nguyen c@ riéng cho nhitng gi da lam!” Alistair kéu lén. “Sy an
toan cda ta phu thudc vao viéc ta bi chét. Néu khong lam thé thi sé khong
dwgc viéc. Hai dita c6 thay khong, lién minh gitta hai chiing ta manh hon
bao gio hét.”

“Hai dita nay khong c6 déng minh nao cd,” Dan néi. “Vi ong da noi
do6i.”

“Mot sy ltra doi nho nhoi nhung can thiét. Hay nghi xem. Gio day ta
c6 thé hoat dong ngam. Hai dita sé c6 mot dong minh hoan toan kin tiéng.
Bon Kabra nghi ta da chét. Chang may chdc tin tic sé lan dén tat cd moi

thanh vien dong ho Cahill.”

“Chu cta 6ng cho rang 6ng van con song.”
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“Thé a?” Alistair ho nhe mot cai. “Lao ta nghi thé cling c6 nguyén do
cia minh. Nhung lao ta sé khong bdo cho moi nguwdi dau. Bon ta van la
Ekat, bat ké ching ta nghi vé nhau thé nao.”

“Vay tai sao ong lai cai bo vao phong tui nay chit?” Dan van hoi.

“Ta biét hai dita da néi chuyén véi lao ta khi & Cairo. Ta muon biét
liéu hai dita c6 lam déng minh vé6i ldo khéng. Khong bao gio duoc tin
twong 13o.”

“Va tui nay phai tiép tuc tin 6ng u?” Amy gang hoi.

“Ong da cai bo theo déi hai dita ndy, va néu nhu tinh cd cé thong tin gi
vé manh moi c6 thé gitp ong danh bai chiing né thi, cha, cling xem nhu la
phan thudng thém, ding khong?” Dan héi day vé mia

“Khong, khong phdi muc dich ay,” Alistair néi. “Nhung riéng viéc
giup hai dita, ta san sang. Chting ta c6 thé hop tac véi nhau.”

“Chung toi phai tin ong bay gio hay sao?” Amy gdng hoi. “Chung toi
da tin twvong ong, Alistair a. Nhuvng ong da bo roi chung t6i.”

Alistair thd dai. Lao cdi xuéng quan sat hai mat cd& mau hong cua
minh. “Ta 1ay lam tiéc la ca hai da khong con tin twdng ta,” 1do noi. Alistair
ngang dau lén va bat gap anh mat ctia chiing. Cai nhin mau ndu &m ap cta
13o tréng rat thanh khan. “Nhung ta khong thé nao ti€c nudi viéc da lam. Ta
lam thé ciing c6 ly do chinh dang. Cho lién minh gitta ching ta.”

“Ong van cit dung hai chit 4y,” Dan néi. “B 6ng khong hiéu sao?
Chung toi khong tin nhitng ké lwva dao!”
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“Hai d&a phai hiéu mot diéu,” Alistair néi. “Pay chi mdi la khadi dau
ctia cudc truy tim 39 manh méi. Sé luén c6 sy phan boi c6 hai va vo hai. Sé
lubn c6 doi trang thay den. Sé luén c6 nhitng chién thang nhuwng bién ching
ta thanh cat bui. Nhitng gi hai ditra phdi lam thi gian don thoi. B4t ké moi
th trong thé nao di nita, ca hai van phai tiép tuc. Tiép tuc bang cach nao?
Bang cach tin theo con tim minh méach bao. Néu that sy tin ta khng & bén
phe hai dita, thi c viéc bé di. Nhung néu hai dita tin ching ta c6 thé tim
dwge manh moi nay thi hdy & lai day.”

Chiing ta phdi lam gi ddy? Dan ty hoi. N6 van con rat gian Alistair.
Chung van con rat lao dao bdi l1an phan boi méi day ctia Theo va Hilary. C6
18 Amy no6i ding - chiing khong thé tin twéng duwgc ai. Nhat 1a Alistair.

Tr phi ching & dwdng cung, va can dén lao.

“Ta c6 mot cach dé tim ra manh moi,” Alistair néi véi ching.

Dan lac dau. “Khéng c6 cach nao.”

Alistair mim cwoi. “Ta la mot Ekat ma. C

kel

Alistair dung gdy dat dam lau sdy ra dé mé& duong. Bun da wdt hét gdu
chiéc quan mau kem ctia Alistair, né duwgc dat may riéng tai Hong Kong béi
mot thg may rat gioi. Doi khi sy hy sinh la can thiét dé theo dudi mot muc
tieu dang gia.

Lao thué mot chiéc taxi dé chd ca bon dén phia Nam thanh pho, roi dé

chiéc xe di khi ho dén mot ng6i lang nguwdi Nubi[2]. Alistair dwa ra nhitng
tii keo va bt viét dé xua di dam tré trong lang dang nan ni voi baksheesh.
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Gio thi chi con lai bon ho, trén mot con dwong dat dan ra song cang lic
cang um tum co dai.

[2] M6t dan toc thiéu s6 song & Nam Ai Cdp.

Thiét bi giam sat c6 1é chang phadi la y kién sang sudt nhat cia Alistair.
L& ra 1do nén go ctra va néi chuyén tryc tiép véi ching. Nhung lao khong
thé chac dugc ching c6 that chwra noi gi vGi Bae hay khong.

Lo phdi bado ddm rang ching da khong ban ditng minh.

Do la van dé véi tat ca thanh vién dong ho Cahill - khong mot ai biét
thé nao la tin twdng. DI nhién v4i mot 1y do rd rang. Alistair da phan boi va
bi phdn bdi qua nhiéu.

Ldo da mudn thoat khéi cai cung cach cia dong ho Cahill. Lao c6 thi
v6i Dan va Amy. Nhung mot khi trong thay co hoi dé bé tron, gia vo minh
da chét... lao da bo roi ching.

DPoi khi s hy sinh la can thiét dé theo dudi mot muc tiéu dang gia.

Alistair ti* nhac nhé ban than.

Nhung cé sy khac biét gitta nhitng chiéc quan va 1i tré.

Dbiéu that buén dé chinh la lao da thay ban than minh trong chiing.
Thoi tho au caa lao da bi hy sinh dé truy lung cacChu caa Alistair da khién
cho chuyén ay xay ra. Ong ta dung tai ning ctia Alistair, béc 16t né. Lira déi
dia chau. Phai thyc hién nhitng diéu khong thé néi ra dé theo dudi mot muc

tiéu khong danh cho 6ng ta. Va gid thi chi ctia Alistair da gan ké céi chét
va tham chi con liéu linh hon.
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Va Alistair cting liéu linh hon. Liéu linh mu6n chién thang. Vi 39
manh moi khong thé roi vao tay cia Bae Oh. Mac du lao ta van la mot
nguoi chi Ekat.

Diéu gi sé xdy ra vdi Dan va Amy? Cudc tranh dua nay sé mang lai
cho ching diéu gi? Grace da dé lai gi cho ching? Lé ra ba dy nén bdo boc
chung hon nita, Alistair ngam nghi cung mét noi buén dang dang trao.
Chang 1& cac manh mdi cling khién ba 4y x4u xa not?

Phéi chang da dén lic 1o can béao vé chiing?

Trong tinh hudng 4y, tat cd déu sé gdp rac roi. Alistair sé lam hét sirc
minh, nhung 1ao nao phai mot anh hung.

Alistair c6 thé thdy duwgc qua bo mat ctia Dan rang thang bé van chwa
tin minh. Alistair thay c6 gi d6 la 1am cham vao tim. Tinh thvong. Mgt cam
xtc ldo da bé lai sau lung rat nhiéu nam veé trede khi bat dau tap trung cho
viéc sdan luing manh moi.

Bon ho bang qua mot bui ram thi ra dén con song. Alistair quang cay
gay di va dung tay dat dam lau say ra. “Hay nhin day,” 1ao no6i giong triu
mén. “Tau ngam Ekat.”

Dan va Amy nhin vao ddm sdy. Mdt chiéc tau hinh bong béng nhé
diéng trén hai chan trong nhw cdp chan vit qua kho. Bong béng lam bang

nhwa nhuém mau xanh 14. C6 mot chan vit nho @ mot dau.

“Ong dang dua phai khong?” Dan ngac nhién. “Ong da mua thi ndy &
trén Target[3] sa0?”

[3] M6t trang web bdn hang truc tuyén cua My.
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“Chinh tay ta thiét ké day,” Alistair vo v0 vao co ma color="black">
Amy trong cang thang. “Cé ctra thoat hiém nao khong a?”

“Chung ta khéng can ctra thoat hiém. D6 1a mot thiét ké hoan hao. Hai
dia c6 ban do chw?”

Amy gat dau, chi vao tdi deo hong.

“Pay la cach duy nhat,” Alistair ndi tiép. “Philae ngay & ngoai kia chd
chung ta.” Lao chi vao dong nwdc xanh. “Va chung ta cting khong con
nhiéu anh sang ban ngay.”

“Dan?” Amy hoi no.

Dan nhin ra dong nwéc. Alistair trong thay thang nhéc dang tinh todn
co may cuda né, réi gat chiing di. N6 sé thyc hién viéc nay.

Pay la mot pham chat tét hay la mét moi nguy hiém?

Tuy nhién, trai tim Alistair van thay vui khi Dan gat dau. “Ta hay di
tim manh m6i nao.”
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CHUONG 22

CHIEC TAU NGAM lao thing xudng duwdi, nuwde khép lai bén trén ho.
Ca ba lwét xuéng dwdi sdu nhd vao mot hé thong dinh vi t6i tan (Alistair
bdo dam vdi chiing nhu thé). Ho bi ép vé phia trwéc trong mot khong gian
nho hep, nhin qua lan nwéc mau xanh 14, chd dén khi tréng thdy hon déao
xudt hién. Khi chiéc tau lan xuong sau hon, dong nwdc cang u am, toi tam
va nhiéu bun hon.

“Hy vong ta sém tim thay no,” Alistair n6i. “Ching ta khong muon
hét 6xy.”

“Hét 6xy?” Dan hoi lai. “Chau nghi 6ng vira n6i la cai nay hoan hao

N »

ma.

“Phai, thiét ké thi hoan hdo. Nhung khong nhat thiét b tuan hoan
khong khi cling hoan hdo. Ta chwa c6 thoi gian dé hoan thién no.” Alistair
day manh b0 diéu khién dé 1ai cho con tau di ding hudng.

“Cam on da cho hai dira chau biét!”

“Giog thi Dan, chd c6 chdn ron qua. Nhu thé sé xai hét qua nhiéu oxy

»

day.
“Chung chau sé c6 khong thd,” Amy lau bau.

“Ta khong lwong trudce duge nhitng dong chdy nay,” Alistair noi giong
lo lang.
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“Cha, dé chang phai la tin tot lanh gi,” Dan néi.

Chiéc tau ngam thinh linh dung phai mot dong chdy va bi bat xoay
ngang.

“Ai cha,” Alistair néi, c6 ging diéu khién con tau. “Trudc kia & day
ting la ghénh, va thac nwéc, trwde khi cé con dap, va ta doan rang... ching
van con nguyeén, chi la nam dwdi mat nwéc thoi.”

“Ngay tredc mat kia!” Dan kéu to. “Em thay r6i!”

Hon ddo thinh linh hién ra phia sau lan nwéc duc ngau, nhitng loai cay
thiy sinh moc ram ri va tan tich con lai ctia nhitng bitc twong c6 xwa. Khi
Alistair diéu khién chiéc tau ngam dén gan hon, hai dita c6 hét sitc dé do
bttc vé cua Grace vGi nhitng gi ching nhin thay. Alistair bat dén pha dé
thap sang khong gian xung quanh.

“Kia roi,” Alistair reo 1én. “Hai dita c6 thdy cho nh6 1én d6 khong? Va
bttc twong kia nita kia? D6 chinh 1a dén Isis! Hai dita c6 thdy diém nao
khac véi ban do cia Grace khong?”

Amy soi dén pin ngugc tir dudi to gidy dé n6 xem dwgc birc vé cua
Churchill lan mii tén ctia Grace. “Hay xem bitc twong léch di kia? Va c6 ba
tang da 16n. Mot tang da co mot duong xé @ gitta.”

“Ong dén gan hon dugc nita khong?” Dan héi Alistair.
Chiéc tau chao ddo khi dén gan hon. “Rat khé gilt né... diung
hwéng...,” Alistair dap, c6 gang gitt vitng tay lai. Thinh linh, né r6 vé phia

tredc khi bi mot luong nuwdc tai quai hat di, va vao birc twong. Amy ha
miéng ra vi sg hai.

https://thuviensach.vn



“On r6i, chiing ta van 6n,” Alistair trdn an ching lic kiém tra dén dinh
vi. C6 mot bong den bat dau nhap nhdy mau vang. “Ta cho la thé.”

“Co gi d6 da dugc khac vao da!” Dan thinh linh reo 1én. “Hay dén gan
hon di!”

Bon ho nhin xuyén qua bun lay khi tau ngam dwa ho nhdy chém veé
phia trudc trong sy roi loan. Chiéc tau thinh linh loang choang d6 vé phia
tredc nhe mot qua bong lan, hdt Amy sang mot bén. Mat con bé dan vao
thanh bong béng, ngay vi tri birc twong co.

N6 c6 thé nhin ra ngay hai chit cai.

KC

“Katherine Cahill!” Amy hét len.

“Em nghi ky ty tiép theo la cac con s6,” Dan néi. “Hay dén gan hon
ntra!”

“Chi thay r6i!” Amy reo lén.

Alistair diéu khién chiéc tau gan hon ntta. La hinh lwgc cta cay duong
xi bi dong nuwéc cudn udn éo hinh lwgn séng tridc miii tau, va ho phai chg
dén khi tAm nhin thoang hon. Anh sang chiéu vao biic tuwong.

1/2 gm M

“La % gam!” Dan ndi.

“Vay con M va M la gi?” Amy hoéi.
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“Pung roi, la M&M][1] d6, nhwng em thich keo Skittles hon,” Dan noi,
mat nhin cham cham vao bitc twong.

[1] Cdu hoi ctiia Amy lam Dan lién tuwéng dén Sécéla M&M.

Co6 mot nhat cat bén ngét trén hon da sau chit M 16n. “Trong nhw chi
M 16n dang che di mot chit cai khac,” Amy néi. “Chac chan phai cé thém
mot chit khac. Chung ta khong doc dugc!”

“Chac chan diéu nay da xdy ra khi bon ho di doi ng6i dén,” Dan ndi.

Mot vét mo hoi chay xudng khudn mat Alistair. “Khong,” 1ao n6i nhé.
“Chi* M la Madrigal. Bon ho da lam diéu do.”

Nhu thé bi mot ban tay v6 hinh day di, chi€c tau ngam thinh linh lac tw
bén nay sang bén kia that dang sg. Amy va Dan ghi chat mép ghé trong ltic
Alistair c6 sic diéu khién tau. Bat chgt dén do bat dau nhap nhdy trén ban

diéu khién.

“Chuing ta dang bi tran nwdc,” Alistair bao dong. “Chac chan con tau
da bi ro ri. Néu n6 qua nang thi...”

“Thi sao?” Amy hoang hot hoi.
“Chung ta khong thé noi 1én.”

Alistair kéo can diéu khién that manh. “Chac han nuwéc da vao trong hé

"’

thong dién. Ta lac banh 1ai roi

Lu6ng nuwdc nang chiéc tau ngam nhw mot cdy que nho bé va hat no6
thang vao bitc twong.
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“Lam gi do di ch!” Dan thét 1én.
“Ta dang co!”

Noi sg hdi dan chat Amy vao ghé. Ngay vao gio phut cudi cung, luéng
nuwdc cudn chiéc tau ra khéi bitc twong.

“Chuing ta sé lam gi day?” Amy c0 gitt khong dé sy so hai thé hién
qua giong noi cua minh. Bi ket dwdi viing nuwdc sau trong long ho, va khong

mot ai biét bon ho & dau...

Nhu thé thé lyc doc 4c cia nhitng Madrigal da giang vao bon ho tir xa
va dan ho dén

Alistair nhin may do muc nwéc. Mat ldo tai di. “Chung ta dang chim.”

Amy giit chat hai thanh ghé. Cham cham, chiéc tau chim xuong day.
N6 dap xubng cat va nghiéng sang mot bén. Moi thit tré nén yén ang.

Co phdai moi thit sé két thic, véi sy yén lang dang sg nay hay khong?
“Chung ta con bao nhiéu khong khi?” Amy hai Alistair.

Alistair nhin mdy do. “Khé néi lam.”

Con bé nhin thing vao ldo. “Ong noi di.”

Alistair nuét khan. “Co lé chirng muoi lam phut.”

Tat cd im lang mot hoi 1du. R6i Dan lac dau. “Khéng,” n6 cuwong

quyét. “Khong doi nao. Em sé khong bo cude. Chuing ta phai ra khéi day.”
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Alistair nhan vao vai nit badm. “Ta rat tiéc... khong con ti dién nao.
Chung ta khong thé lam gi dugc nita.”

“Hay nhin 1én trén xem,” Dan thic giuc. “Hay xem ddy tau roi xuéng
dau? Ta that sy c6 thé nhin dugce luéng nwdc. N6 nhanh kinh khing day.
Néu ta don duoc né...”

Phia treéc mat, Amy trong thdy mot gon nwdc, mot mau xanh 14, nhw
mot con kénh cat xuyén qua bun. “Chi thay r6i,” con bé néi. “Nhung lam

sao chung ta dén dwoc d6?”

“DPi bd,” Dan xoay sang Amy. “Chi nhé khong? Trén dat lién em da
thang cudc thi chay...”

“Chay bong bong!” Amy chgt nhé ra. “Hay thtr nao!”

Alistair boi r6i quan sat hai dita ném minh vé phia treéc trong chiéc
tau hinh bong béng. N6 bat dau lan cham cham vé phia trwdc. Chiing tiép
tuc, va no lai lan, thém vai centimet.

“Ta hiéu r6i!” Alistair bat day va tham gia cung v§i chiing

Nhich titng centimet mot trong dau ddén, tron tregt va va dap vao
nhau, ca ba ciing di chuyén duwgc qua béng lan tron trén day ho, moi Iic

mot gan hon va gan hon nita v4i luéng nuéc.

“Chi... con... mot... thwdc... nita thoi,” Dan néi, mdt né nhé nhai mo
hoi.

Ho c6 gang vdi toan b sttc Iyc. Chiéc tau ndy khoi cho no roi xudng,
cham vao luéng nuwéc va ban thang vé phia truéc.
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Gio thi ho roi vao mot luéng nwéc chay xiét, ndy lén véi mot van toc
rat nhanh.

“Yeeeeee!” Dan ho reo khi bon ho da vot theo luéng nuwéc.

Moi nguoi bam chdt trong luc con tau nay tung twng va xoay tit mu,
hoan toan phé thac cho dong nwdc cudn di. Amy va dau vao noc tau.
Alistair niu chat 1ay ghé.

“N6 dua ching ta dén chd nwdc nong hon!” Dan reo 1én.

Ho nhu thdy dwgc day song dang 1én don minh. V&i mdt tiéng viit bat
ngo, ca ba bat va vao nén dat va ban vot l1én trén mat nwdc. Nwdc da 1ong
bdng quanh giay cua ho, nhung cai vat do van ndi 1én dugc.

Alistair nhoai nguwdi bat ctra thoat hiém. “Ta c6 mot cap mai chéo,” l1ao
noi vé ngugng ngung.

“Tuyét voi,” Dan nhan xét khi ho bap bénh trén dong séng. “Mot bong
béng mau xanh 14 chéo doc séng Nile. Nhw thé nay thi chang nén dé cho ai
biét ti nao.”

kR

May man giong nhw keo ngay Halloween, Dan ngam nghi. Chac chan
16i, ta dinh bung sé c6 thoi gian chén thoa thué keo sdcola Milky Way,
nhung tredc khi ném dwgce né thi ta con phai nay cai hop hinh qua bi dé
bang nhya ra, va thit duy nhat sot lai trong do chi la mt mau keo bap tua
tua 1ong to.

ROi ta can mot phat, va né 1dy cta ta mat mot cai rang.
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chiéc bong do dai bén ngoai khach san Old Cataract khi ching chao
tam biét Alistair. That bai khac han trén bo mat ctia ca ba. Ho da suyt chét,
nhung van chua tim thdy manh méi. N6 da mat vinh vién, bi bon Madrigal
cuwdp di mat.

Alistair cdi chao. “Ta xin 16i vi da suyt khién hai dita chét dudi,” ldo
néi. “Grace chac han da tic gian lam. Ta c6 thé nghe tiéng ba ay ndi,
Alistair, dé la nhirng rui ro da duoc luong trudce, thé ma roi van co su tu tin
thdi qud.”

“Ong s& di dau tiép theo?” Dan hoéi ldo.

“Trwdc tién, vé nha, vao thu phong cua ta,” Alistair n6i. “Khi ta dén
ngo cut thi tim hiéu thém déi khi cé thé ra dap an.”

Amy cling cam thdy nhv thé, nhung trong tinh hinh nay, né chang biét
tim kiém & dau. Amy da that bai. Con bé chi biét rang né da qua mét maéi

dé tién vé phia trudc.

“Dém nay ta bay tdi Cairo dé noi chuyén vé Seoul,” 1d0 néi. “Ta sé
cho cé hai s6 di dong méi. Hay ghi nhé chiing - nhung ché cé viét ra.”

Lao 1ay ra mot mau gidy nhé. Dan liéc mot céi roi xé no.

“Co chac la chau da nhé chi?”

Dan tang lao cai nhin éng chti dang gion chau ha.

Alistair lang 1& cudi. “Ta noi vGi ca hai diéu nay - hai dita déu s& hitu

tai nang c6 mot khong hai. Thoat tién, ta ngd hai dita hoan toan thua kém
moi ngwdi. Ta mGi sai lam lam sao. Néu ca hai can tim mot noi dé tra tai
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Cairo, ctt viéc st dung thé ctia ta & khach san Excelsior. Ta vira nhan duwgc
tin ong chu ta da trd lai Seoul. Ca hai sé€ an toan trong mot hay hai dem.”

“Con nhitng Ekat khac thi sao a?” Amy hoi.

“Qi dirng lo - ching ai dén d6 dau. Ai ciing phét chan viéc Bae cit & a
néi vai ho rang lao ay thién tai ra sao mdi co6 thé thye hién dwgc cai can c
ay va nhitng nguwoi khac ngu ngoc nhw thé nao do dé khong thé nhan ra
diéu nay. Nén hai dita c6 thé goi do la cudc tay chay. Va lai, moi ngudi déu
thich Tam giac quy Bermuda hon - hién c6 mot can c@t &

Dan nu6t nwéc bot danh we. N6 thich kham pha tron y twéng vé Tam
giac quy Bermuda d6, nhung trén khuon mat Amy cho thay con bé da hiéu
dwgc anh nhin ctia Dan, nhw thé chi né da 1én ké hoach xong xudi cho budc
tiép theo roi. Nhu thwong 1€, thang nhoc lai danh hut mat tiéu nhitng diéu
hay ho.

Amy git dau. “Y hay d6.” N6 1én tiéng. “Chiing chdu can mot chd dé
1ap ké hoach cho buéc ké tiép.”

“Ta nhan duwgc tin nha Holt dang hoat dong dau do6 gan St.
Petersburg,” Alistair n6i tiép. “D6 la mot chon lwa, mac du kha nang nha
Holt dang lam gi dé khon ngoan la rat thap.”

“Cam on ong da cho hay,” Dan ndi. “Chau nghi ching chau sé bo qua

20

no.

“Dé co thé 1a lia chon sang sudt,” Alistair néi. “Co may tim thay mot
manh mo6i con nguyén ven dugc mot Cahill t6 téng dé lai... xem nao, day la
mot gidc mo, c6 phai khong? Gig thi ching ta da biét c6 mot nira gram
cua... cai gi do dang cho ching ta kham pha.” Lao chao khé ca hai thém
mot lan nita. “Hen gap lai hai dita.”
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Dan va Amy cham cham tré lai phong khach san, buén nan dén do
khong ndi 1én 10i.

“Chi khong biét phai lam gi nita,” rot cuoc Amy ciing thot 1én. “Ta da
suyt chét & dudi do! Lam sao ba lai dan dat ching ta nhw thé chii?”

“Ba chang biét dugc rang bon Madrigal da cat ngang hon da,” Dan

“Ctt cho la thé di,” Amy no6i. “Ma sao ba lai nghi rang chiing ta cé thé
xuong dugce nwdc sau chirng ay chir?”

Dan nam chat canh tay Amy. “Cho da nao. Co thé ba khong biét. Chi
c6 nhé chi tirng noi rang Grace da c6 gang lay lai birc tranh khong? Co 1€
ba khong mudn ching ta tim thay né. Cé 1€ dé l1a mot manh méi cii. Ba da
vé bt tranh trudce khi ho xay con dap thit hai.”

“Co 1€ em ding,” Am vtra n6i vita m@ ctra. “Co 1é do la ly do vi sao
chi chang nhé dén bat ky ghi chi nao trong quyén sach viét vé Aswan. Bai
vi chdng hé c6. Grace bao chuing ta di theo buéc chan caa ba, nhung chinh
ching ta nguwdi da tim ra manh moi than Isis. R6i Hilary bao ching ta dén
day. Co 1é chi vi ba dy 1én ké hoach mu6n cuwdp bitc twgng Sakhet ma thoi.”

Dan lay tam thiép cta Grace ra doc lai. “Chung ta bé 18 cai gi d6 r6i.”

Amy cti ngudi qua vai né. Roi con bé dit ngén tay vao mot cau trong
tam thiép. “Nhin nay, Dan.”

Gid nhv ba dugc bang mét nita grandmother ctia cdc con ma lé ra ba
nén thé.
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Tu mot ntta duge gach dudi. Va chit ‘g’ trong grandmother dam hon
nhitng chit khac trong tw nay.

“MGt ntra gram,” Dan rén lén that vong. “N6 & ngay khic nay thoi.
Chung ta chang can phai dén day lam gi. Nhung ta van con mét cau héi
quan trong nhat. Ntta gram cta cdi gi?”

“Buc boi qua di! Chung ta chi con cach ba c6 mot budc niva thoi.”

“Lic nao cha thé chit.” Dan cau cé. “Néu chung ta khong nén dén
Aswan, thi em cho rang chiing ta nén quay lai Cairo.”

“Thu don hanh ly nao,” Amy dong tinh.

Ca hai bat dau ném do6 dac vao gié xach va bal6. Dan nhat chan dé ma
vang cua buc twgng Sakhet 1én. “Bo di hay gitt 1ai?”

“Bo,” Amy noi. “Thw do vo dung.”

Dan quang chan dé vao gid rac. N6 bay veo va dap xudng trong tw thé
16n ngwoc. “Nay, Amy, dén day.”

Amy thé dai va budc tGi. “Rac trong thung rac. Nhin n6 chi thay
chong ca mat.”

“Nhin vao cai nhan nay xem. Kho bau Ai Cap. Mo6n nay dén tr mot
ctra hiéu ¢ Cairo. Pay la tén va dia chi. N6 nam & Citadel, bat ké noi dy la

0 da

“Vay la? Ba Grace da mua btrc tvgng ¢ do.”
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“Tai sao Grace lai mua tdm chan dé cho bic twong Sakhet? Dé che
giau nd, Hilary n6i vay. Nhung né lai nam trong két sat t6i 30 ndm dé lam
gi chit?”

“Thong diép ctia Grace!” Amy reo 1én. “Két thiic vdi nhitng diéu co
bdn, ba da viét nhu thé. C6 phai y ba mudn néi dén thit nay khong?”

“P¢ la manh moi duy nhat ctia chiing ta,” Dan n6i. “Ta phdi theo chan
ba - quay lai Cairo nao.”
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CHUONG 23

“CITADEL TRUOC KIA PUQC DUNG BE PHONG THU.” Amy
doc to quyén cadm nang mdi. “Hién nay noi day c6 nhiéu di tich thiéng

liéeng. N6 cling cho ta nhitng canh quan dep nhat trong thanh pho.”

“No6 cling c6 ca dong dwong sa chang cé tén hiéu gi,” Dan ddo mat
nhin quanh. “Lam cach nao dé chiing ta cé thé tim duwgc cira hiéu nay?”

“Chac chan la cyc ky nhoc céng,” Amy vira tra 16i vira xem ban do.

Tui n6 di qua nhitng con dwong va ngé hém ngoan ngoeo & Citadel
chirng hai muoi phit. Cudi cung, chiing dén mot hém khéng c6 trén ban do.
Hau hét cac bang hiéu déu bing tiéng A Rap. Cac dia chi khong duwgc danh

sO tha tu.

“Ping quan tam xem chung ta sé tim thdy no ra sao, ma ba Grace da
tim né nhw thé nao nhi?” Dan thac mac.

Amy ditng chan tredc mét canh civa hep trong cling nhw tit cad nhitng
canh ctra khac. Ctra s6 mo toi. N6 dang khép lai. “Chinh la day.”

“Chi chac

“Chac. Nhin xem.”
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Tri nhd hinh dnh ctia Dan dugce kich hoat. “Cai nay hét nhw tdm thiép
cta Grace. Kho bau, Ai Cap, va Chao mirng déu & trong cung mot hang twr
trén xuéng.”

Amy chdp lay tay né. “Ba da dan ta dén day, Dan a. Chinh la n6!”

Con bé day ctra va mot tiéng chudng lanh canh vang 1én. Cita hiéu dai
va hep, cac ké ti dung day d6 gobm va hang my nghé lam t* kim loai. Tham
trdi trén san nha. O phia sau, né thdy mot ngudi dan ong ngdi tai quay va
dang doc sach. Anh ta ngang 1én nhin con bé trong mot choc.

“Chao mirng c6 dén xem hang.” Anh ta néi r6i lai nhin xuéng quyén
sach.

La that. Chwa noi nao & Ai Cap nay con bé bat gdp mot cha ctra hiéu

khong t6 ra hao hitng ban mot moén gi dé, sap lai gan, dwa ra gia hoi va moi
khach nhitng tach tra.
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“Xin 16i chti?” Dan budc dén. “Chu da tirng ban mén nay phai khong
a?” N6 dat tdm chan dé birc twong 1én ban.

Anh ta cam no6 1én. Do 1a mot ngwdi Ai Cap con tré tudi, dién trai, mdc
do thun trang tinh va khan ran quan quanh c6 cho du thai tiét oi bitc. Anh ta
lié€c nhanh tdm chan dé. “Kho néi lam,” anh tra 16i. “Trong nhw mot th
chiing t6i van dung dé trung bay hang lwu niém. T6i c6 thé chi cho hai
nguwoi mot so thi twong tw.”

“Tui chau khong muén mua mot cai khac,” Amy néi. “Tui chadu muén
biét liéu chi c6 nhé né hay khong.”

“To6i rat tiéc.” Lan dau tién anh ta nhin nd, va chac han nhan ra dwogc
su that vong cta con bé. “T6i khong 1o chau dang héi gi?”

“Chu con nhd da tng gap mot ngwoi phu nit ten la Grace Cahill
khong?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng lac dau. “T6i khong biét ai c6 tén dy cd.”

Amy va Dan nhin nhau. Ngay bdy gio hodc chdng bao gio nira.

Vi mot 1é nao d6 Grace da dan chung dén noi nay. Dan 16i bitc twgng
Sakhet ra khoéi bal6. Amy dwa n6 cho ngwdi chi. “Cha tirng thdy moén nay

chuwa?”

Dan trong thay sw thira nhan trong mat nguwdi ban hang, nhung anh ta
nhanh choéng lac dau. “Chwa.”

“Chung chau la chau cua Grace Cahill,” Dan noi. “Chung chau tin
rang ba da dan hai chi em chau dén day.”
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Anh nhin ca hai mét hoi lau. Cai nhin cta anh dang do xét va cé phan
chan thanh. Poan anh cii nguwdi vé phia truée. “Chiéc day chuyén dep day,
cb gai.”

“Cam on.”
“Ba muoi nam vé tridc, chiéc moc cua né da bi gay. Xin phép cho toi
xem nhé?” Nhitng ngon tay anh vuon ra va nhe nhang cham vao moc day

chuyeén.

“Cha t6i la ngwoi da stra n6. Rat mirng khi thdy né van con nguyén

2

ven.
“Vay cha that sy biét ba chau?”

“Hay bo qua cho sy chan chtr cia t6i. Ai cling can phai than trong.
Tén toi la Sami Kamel. Hay goi toi la Sami.”

“Chau la Amy, con day la Dan.”

“Vay la cubi cung ca hai ciing da dén.” Anh roi ghé & quay va dén bén
canh ctra, 1at bang hiéu sang chit PONG CUA.

“Xin moi. Néu hai chau muon di theo t6i.” Anh khé cai dau chao, roi
dich chuyén mét tdm man, sau dé bién vao trong.

Amy va Dan theo anh ta vao mét can phong nho, @m cting. Anh ra
hiéu ca hai ng6i xuoéng va rot cho chiing tra bac ha vao hai céi tach sit méng

tang.

“Ba cuia chau c6 quen véi cha toi,” anh ké. “Va cha cuaa cha t6i. Ong
ndi toi tirng la mot ngwdi ndi tiéng... ndi thé nao nhi... lvdng gat noi tiéng.”
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Amy va Dan khé bat cuoi, kinh ngac.

“Nhung 6ng ay la nguoi tot,” Sami tiép tuc ké kem theo mot nu cuoi.
“La mot nguwdi 1am gia do 6. Ong da tirng gitip ba cua hai chdu hdi cudi
nhitng nam bén mwoi, nhwng chang bao gid 6ng ay ké do la chuyén gi. Khi
cha to6i tiép quan cong viéc nam 1952, 6ng dy da thuyét phuc cha t6i cham
dit phan, trm, phan bat hgp phap cua viéc kinh doanh. Chiing t6i ban mot it
do tot, mot it chat lwgng cao, mot it ré tién, nhwng khach hang luén c6 thi
ho mudn. Ba cua hai chau ghé ctra hiéu moi khi dén tham Ai Cap. Ba ay la
ban rét than cta ca 6ng toi va cha t6i.”

Amy nhdp mdt ngum tra. “Cha da néi, ‘Vay la cudi cung ca hai cling
da dén’.”

“Ba ay da bao v6i cha toi rdng ca hai sé dén. Ong da gitt gitim mot thit
cho ba dugc it lau roi. Ba dy da mang n6 dén trong lan cudi tdi Cairo. Va
gio day, toi sé duwa no cho ca hai.”

Anh xoay ghé va v&i dén ké sach & sau lwng, gat mot can diéu khién
giau trong khung go va cac quyén sach xoay tron. Anh rdt ra mot ban co
bang gob cii ky va dat n6 1én ban dung tra. “Pay.”

“Ba dé€ lai cho ching t6i ban co dam u?” Dan thac mac.

Sami mim cwoi. “Khong phai cd dam. Ma la Senet. B6 la mot tro choi
cta nguwdi Ai Cap c6 dai. Cé mot s6 bd cd da dugc tim thay trong cac lang
mo, nhung lai khong c6 luat choi nao con ton tai dwgc dén ngay nay. Ban
cO nay thi khong c6 dén mitc do6, nhung né rat dep. BPuwgce kham xa cir va go
cham khac. Ching t6i cho rang trudc day no tirng chita nhitng quan co gia
tri, c6 1é lam bang vang, béi da c6 chiéc chia khoa dé khéa ngan kéo nay,
noi gitt nhitng quan co.”
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“Ngan kéo u?” Amy nhoai ngwoi ra nhung anh ta da gio mot tay 1én.

“Khoan da. Ba cda hai chau yéu cau cha t6i lam mét cai khéa khac
cho ngin kéo. Ca hai cé thay nhitng chai day khong? Ong da dung thit ma
nguoi Trung Hoa goi 1a khéa chi¥. Chi mé& duwgc bang mdt mat khau. Ca hai
phai dat cac chit cai vao dung th tw.”

“Chuing chau khong c6 mat khau,” Dan néi. “Néu chiing chau th vai

»

cai...

“Ca hai chi c6 duy nhat mét co hoi,” Sami néi. “Diéu dé dé bao dam
rang cac chau ding la chau cia Grace. Néu ca hai khong lam dwgc, ngan
kéo cling sé khong mé& ra. Hai nguwdi cé thé dap vo ban cd, nhung co hai
van dé & day. Thit nhat, né cling sé tiéu huy th ¢ bén trong. Thi¢ hai, toi
cling khong cho phép ca hai lam nhu thé. D6 1a ménh 1énh cta t6i.” Anh ta
cudi, nhung tui né thay dugce sy kién quyét dang sau nu cudi do.

Dan va Amy nhin nhau, kinh ngac. Ching khong biét phai thi nhw thé
nao nita.

“Cha t6i ké rang Grace chac chan ca hai sé biét.”

“Ba c6... néi diéu gi ma qua do6 biét dau co6 thé ggi y cho ching chau
khong a?” Amy hoéi Sami.

“Rat tiéc. Tat ca chi co thé.”

Anh ta lui lai mot it dé tao sy riéng tw cho hai dita. Amy dwa tay 1én
vo dau bitt tran.

“Chi khong biét,” n6 lJam bam. “Co thé cé qua nhiéu thit dé xem xét.”
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“Nguoi ta thwong dung gi dé lam mat khau nao?” Dan héi. “Tén 16t?
Noi sinh? Mau yéu thich cua Grace - xanh 1a cay. Hay moén kem wa thich
cua ba...”

“Kem qua ho tran.”
“Mon an va thich...”
“Sushi. Noi yéu thich...”

“Sconset vao thang Tam, Paris vao Giang sinh, New York vao mua
thu, va bat ct thoi diém nao & Boston.” Dan liét ké ra.

Ca hai thudc long nhitng diéu Grace wa thich. Amy bat giac vo 18, véi
tui no, nhitng diéu nay khéng chi la nhitng tir ngir thong thwong. Do la
nhitng ky niém.

R0Oi Amy chgt nhan ra mét diéu gi d6. Cho dén nay, ky tc noi tiép ky
trc da 1ap vao khoang trong ma Grace da tirng hién dién. Ngoi trén nhitng
bac thém @& vién bao tang, huo huo 1én khong trung nhitng chiéc banh quy
que néng hoi. Lam mén banh sécola. Ruc rich cuwdi bén trong mot thw vién,
lang nghe Grace ké chuyén bén ngon Itta chay ruwc. Nhdy ao vao lan nuwéc
bién lanh ngat. Chay trén mdt con duwong & Boston trong man mua.

“Chi da sai,” né noi, nghiéng ngwoi vé phia Dan. “Chi da qua sai lam.
Chi da khong tin vao ky ttc ciia minh. Grace that sy da chuan bi cho chiing
ta tham gia cudc dua tranh nay, nhung khong phdi bang thit uy quyén méo
mé nao d6. Ma ba da chuan bi cho ching ta bang chinh tinh thwong cua ba.
Ba biét trong dé chita dung diéu gi. Va ba biét ching ta khong thé thoat
khoi chuyén d6. Cé6 mot nguyén nhan Grace mudn ching ta tham gia cudc
truy tim manh moi nay. Nhung ta van chwa biét n6 l1a gi. Song van phai tin
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twéng noi ba. Y chi mudn néi 13, phai that sy tin vao Grace. Pitng nén suy
dién vé ba. Chung ta phai ti€p tuc tin vao Grace.”

“That kho ma noéi gian véi Grace khi em nhé ba nhiéu dén thé,” Dan

“Khi ba mat, chiing ta cling noéi dién 1én. Chi dién th6i. Nhung khong
gian dugc ba.”

Béat chgt, Dan mim cwdi. Cé gi d6 da hinh thanh noi chi em ching,
hoa hgp nhuw mot két qua cudi cung cua tro choi ghép hinh. Amy cam thay
st y hop tam dau day man nguyén.

Dan gat dau. “Pwoc réi. Quay trd lai vGi bai toan. Ba biét ching ta sé
vuot qua moi thit ma ta c6 thé hinh dung ra. Pay khong thé 1a mdot sy
phéng dodn, ma la mot diéu hoan toan hién nhién.” Dan di lai quanh can
phong, ¢6 tap trung suy nghi. Mot tdim chan dung 1én treo phia trén chiéc
ban, va doi mat ay duong nhw dang theo doi nd. D6 la bitc vé mot nguoi
dan 6ng c6 rau dai bac pho va cap mat vdi anh nhin sac nhon.

“Po la ban cua chu phai khong a?” n6 hoi Sami.

“Khong han. D6 la Salah ad-Din. M6t nha lanh dao Ho6i gido noi tiéng
da xay dung Citadel tr nam 1176. Nguwoi My cac chau goi 6ng ay la...”

Amy va Dan cung dong thanh reo 1én: “Saladin[1]!
[1] Saladin la Sultan cua Ai Cdp va Syria, mét chién binh qud cam,
trong céng bing va danh dv trong thé ky 11. Ong la nguoi ddy Iui qudn

Thdp tu chinh ra khéi dat A Rap, cudi cting buéc phuong Tay phdi ky Hiép
uwoc hoa binh nam 1192.
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“Chinh xac.”
Amy dich ban cd lai gan hon. Con bé ngang nhin Dan. N6 gat dau.

Amy di chuyén cac chit cai trong 6 khda, lan lugt ti'ng chi¥ mot.

Ca hai ngac nhién khi cai nap bat 1én.

“Thay chwa?” Sami mim cuwdi. “Ca hai biét rd vé ba minh hon la cac
chéau twéng day.”

Amy nhin Dan. “Vang,” con bé néi khé. “bung thé a.”

Sami hoi cti dau lam mét dong tac chao. “Toi sé dé ca hai kham pha
xem ba cac chau da dé lai thi gi.”

Hai dita cho dén khi tdim man dong lai. Amy trugt mé ngan kéo. N6
lay ra mot ban vé nhé trén mot miéng dém bang vai lanh.
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“Tréng giong nhw minh hoa mot loai thyc vat,” Amy noi.
“Co gi do6 dugc viét bang but chi nay,” Dan noi.

mat 2.11

“Tréng giong nhw mot miéng vai dém nhi?” Amy

“Tét ca nhitng gi ta phai lam,” Dan ndi, “la tim ra chiéc 1a nay thudc
vé loai thue vat nao, thé la ta c6 dwgc manh moi.”

«S& khong qua khé dau,” Amy béo.
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CHUONG 24

“TAT CA LA LOI CUA CHI PO,” Dan néi v6i Amy khi ching da vé
khach san Excelsior. “Chang 1& chi khong biét rang chi khong bao gio,
khong doi nao dugc néi co thit gi d6 dé dang ca?”

Amy vui dau vao hai ban tay minh. “Chi biét.”

“Thtr rau ngo xem nao,” Nellie ggi y. C6 nang khom ngudi cho con
Saladin mot miéng hummus nita. Ho da yéu cau phuc vu mang mén dé l1én
chi dé cam on con meo vi da tré thanh mot mat khau tuyét voi nhu thé.

Dan ngo6i khom lung bén chiéc laptop ctia n6. Thang nhéc da tim thay
mot ti* dién hinh anh tryc tuyén mo ta thuc vat, nhung xem ra viéc do 1a
cay cuia mot loai thue vat nao dé qua that khé hon ching nghi. Va ciing that
vO ich khi Nellie cit tung ra tén cua nhitng loai thwc vat mot cach ngau
nhién nhv thé c6 nang dang lam mon thit ham vay.

“Trong dé c6 bao nhieu muc tw?” Amy hoi no.

“Khi gié, em khong biét. Hang ngan ay chit.”

“Va ttr lic ching ta ¢ day dén gio em da do dugc bao nhiéu muc r6i?”

Dan nhin vao danh sach n6 dang thu thap. “Ba muoi bay. Khong! Ba
muoi tam. Em quén rau ngo.”

Amy than thé. “Ta da & day duwgc hai mwoi phut. Phai mat ca dém
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“Va ngay mai nita,” Nellie ndi. “Thtt me xem nao!”
Dan click chudt. “Khéng not,” né tra 10i day vé that vong.

Amy bat ddy. Con bé lao dén sau lung Dan. “Du sao day chi la méot y
thoi,” n6 gai y. “Y chj 13, ching ta dang & Ai Cap. Ta nén thtt kiém céc loai
thye vat Ai Cap. Katherine chang thé dan chau chat cua ba dén day dé tim
mon rau ngo, phai khong nao?”

“Thtr cdy keo xem,” Nellie goi y tiép.

“Hay hummus, hay baba ghanoush, hay bac ha, hay cg.” Dan xoay
tron trén ghé, vung vay hai canh tay. “Dau em qua tai mat ro6i.”

“Noi nay cé thé tot cho em ddy,” Nellie dong y. “Chi trong vai ngay
ma chung ta da trdi qua qua nhiéu thit. Nhitng ngoi dén, lang tam, di tich
c0. Hoang hon tuyét diéu, tac pham nghé thuat 1ong lay...”

“Chac chan ro6i, nhung chi da bé ra khic thia vi nhat,” Dan néi. “Ca
sau, 10i nguyén ctia pharaoh, dung cu rat ndo, nhitng bd phan co thé trong
binh wép xac - c6 gi dé khong thich nao?”

“Chi thich ngam nhin nhitng bitc dnh cii ctia Grace,” Amy no6i. “Em c6
nhd bic anh vui tinh ba chup & dén Hatshepsut khong? Doi khi chi cling

quén mat la ba ttrng téu nhu thé nao.”

“Banh quy que va mu tat,” Dan néi. “Chi nhé chd? Ba tung noi, Hdy
chti y! Moi thir déu co ich!”

Dan tran trong nhitng thit nho bé, giong hét nhv Grace, Amy ty nhu.
N6 nhé cai ngay ching lan dau dat chan dén can phong cao cap nay. Thang
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bé da chay khap nhitng can phong, hao hitng goi tén tirng do vat cit nhu thé
n6 chua titng thdy ching truwée day. Goi! Kinh Thdnh! Ao chodang! Déu goi!

“Nguoi ta bdo chi trong giong Grace,” Amy néi vdi né. “Nhung em
m&i that sy la nguoi giong ba

Dan nhtin vai r6i quay trd lai v6i chiéc mdy tinh. Amy thay vanh tai
n6é dang do tng 1én, dau hiéu cho thdy con bé da lam n6 vui. Amy c6 thé
no6i Chi xin 16i. N6 c6 thé néi Em noi diing. Chi muén gitr ky niém vé Grace
cho riéng minh. Nhung con bé biét minh n6i nhw vay la du.

“Moi thit déu c6 ich,” Amy 1am nham. N6 nhin vao hinh anh trén tdm
thiép ctia Grace, ba nha Thong thai dén mang qua cho Chua Hai Dong,
phop phap hon va vuong gid hon bat ky hai nhi nao ma Amy tirng dugc
ngam.

Bat giac, nhitng tir ngit va hinh anh bong trd thanh mét bitc tranh dwgc
tong hop lai trong dau Amy.

Nha thong thai. N hoang Hatshepsut. X& Punt.

Tiwr thoi Tan Vwong qubc, mét niv hoang da phdi di mua sam Gidng
sinh.

Co ho nhu bi mé sdang, Amy m@& ngan kéo & bén hong giwong. Con bé
lay ra quyén Kinh Thanh ma Dan da tim thdy va lat nhanh dén nhing trang
viét vé Thanh Matthew, chwong hai, dong mwdi mot.

“Dan 0i?” con bé goi né bang giong hoi run ray. “Hay do cay myrrh

xem. M-Y-R-R-H,” con bé danh van, lao dén ditng ngay sau lung né. Nellie
cling v6i va chay dén.
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Dan go céi tén ay vao cong cu tim kiém. Chiéc 14 hién ra trén man
hinh.

MYRRH,

Latin: Commiphora myrrhs

sow also “Swoest Cloely”

“Pung 1a no roi!” Dan reo 1én. “Gio hay gidi thich xem lam thé nao

ma chi tim ra.”

“Ché quén tdc pham nghé thudt. Ching ta ¢t twéng do la bitc tranh
ctia ba, nhung sau dé hiéu ra rang Grace chdng dé lai thit d6 nhw m6t manh
moi. Ching ta da quén nghi xem that sy y cia ba la gi.” Amy gio tam thiép
1én. “Ba no6i vé chinh tam thiép nay day.

“Em van chua hiéu.”
“N6 lién quan dén nit hoang Hatshepsut.”

“N@ hoang Hatshepsut 1?” Nellie héi vGi vé boi r6i. “Nhung ba ay da
song hang ngan nam trudc khi c6 Giang sinh.”

“Hatshepsut dén vung dat ctia Punt va mang cay myrrh vé. Grace da
tao dang truwdc birc phu diéu ay. Va trong quyén cam nang ba da néi dua vé
mot nit hoang phai di mua sam Gidng sinh ding khong nao? Grace da dan
ching ta quay lai véi thit nay.” Amy gio tdm thiép 1én. “Ba nha Thong thai.

Ho mang...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Qua dén cho Chua Hai Pong,” Nellie dap.

Amy cam quyén Kinh thanh 1én. “Thanh Matthew, chwong hai, cau
tho thi muwoi mot. Mat 2:11 1a chu giai, chit khong phdi 1a gia ban cia tdm
vai 16t quanh bitc vé. Nghe nay.” Amy doc to doan tho lén: “Ro6i khi ho bay
cia bau ra, dang 1én cho ngai nhitng do lé vat; la vang, nhii hwvong va
myrrh.’”

Dan gat dau. “Va Grace da co tinh viét sai chit “tham”. Grace la mot
nguoi cuc gioi vé van pham - ta nén nhd diéu nay. Ching ta choi 6 chit véi
ba moi dip cudi tuan trong nhiéu ndm. Myrrh la moét loai chat nhiwa[1]! Niva
gram myrrh. Day chinh la manh méi!”

[1] Chir resinate (thdm nhwa) cé lién quan t&i chir resin (mét dang
chdt nhva).

Mat Amy sang rd. “Va Grace da theo chiing ta trén moi néo duong. Ba
khong bé roi ching ta dau Dan a. Ba sé gitp khi chiing ta can. Va diéu nay
cling hét nhu chinh ba vay. Sé khong xuat hién khi ta mong chd sy gitp do,
ma chi khi ta it dat hy vong vao do6 nhdt. Ba khong di mat. Ba van con véi
chang ta.”

Dan quay lung vé phia con bé. Nhwng Amy biét bai vi mat né da day
nwdc. Mat con bé cling ang ang nwdc. Amy cam thay nhu thé tay ctia Grace
dang dat trén vai minh, xoa né va bdo rang, giéi [am, Amy q.

Grace da quay lai v6i ching. Ching chang bao gio dé mat ba nita.

Thinh linh, ho nghe mot tiéng dong & phong ké bén. Mot tiéng dap
manh.

“INO phat ra twr can ctt,” Dan noi v6i giong that khé.
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“Ta c6 nén nhin khong?” Amy hoi.
“Co lé do 1a Alistair,” Nellie noi.

Ca ba ron rén dén cho canh ctra n6i véi can phong ké bén. Chung éap
tai vao cta.

“Em chang nghe thiy gi,” Amy thi tham.
“Em nghi ta nén kiém tra thir xem,” Dan dé nghi.

N6 lay chiéc du ra khéi ti quan 4o, van tay cam ra va nhét n6 vao 0
khoa.

Nam ctta di chuyén.

N6 md& cta he hé chirng vai centimet va dwa mat nhin qua khe ctra.

“Em thay gi?” Amy thi thao.

“Nhitng thit rat tuyét,” Dan néi. “O trén san.”

N6 day ctra ra. Can c da bi tan cong. Nhitng ta kinh trung bay bi dap
hét, cac bic tranh bi ném btra bai, cac 6 van bi quang t¥ tung. Ca ba than
trong budc vao trong, né cac manh kinh va.

Céc bic twgng Sakhet da bién mat, chan dé hoan toan trong tron.

“Ai da lam diéu nay
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Nellie cti xudng dé nhat 1én mot cai gi d6. Mot miéng vai den, c6 1€ bi
x€ tir goc cua mot tu trung bay da vo.

Amy nhin mau hoa van dwgc dét trén tdm vai. N6 nhan ra hoa van ay
la mot chit cai lap di lap lai. Chit M.

Noi s¢ hai that nghet tim Amy. “Bon Madrigal,” Amy thi thao.
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