


Chuong 1: Bien thuy

Trong thanh Nhan H6i & tran nhé ving bién thuy c6 mét “doc ndi Twdng
Quan” , tén nghe rd la uy phong, nhung ky thuc chi la mot dong dat be bé,
nghén co 1én la c6 thé nhin qua dinh.

Doc nii Twéng Quan von khong phai 1a tir xwa da c6, ma nghe dau la mwoi
bon nam trwéc, khi Huyén Thiét tam dai doanh dé nhit thiét ky cua Dai
Luwong Bac phat, dep yén mudi tdm bd lac man tdc, khai hoan quay veé theo
dwong Nhan Ho6i thanh, da xép x6 phé giap ¢ day, tao thanh mdt ngon ndi
nho, sau d6 cat bui phong swong, gi6 tdp mua sa, no lién trd thanh déc nui
Twéng Quan.

Doc nai Twéng Quan la mot déc nii hoang, chang trong trot dugc gi, ngay
ca co dai cling vang béng, yéu duong vung trom cling khong cé céi che,
trui 1di toa lac noi day, chang biét c6 thé dung lam gi. Cac cu gia déu bao
day la do Huyén Thiét doanh sat nghiét qua nang, 1é khi birc ngudi ma ra.
Lau ngay, dam lwu manh vo cong roi nghé lién 1dy day lam nguyén mau,
théu dét ra hang loat truyén thuyét ma quy & bién thuy, ro6i dan da ciing
chang con ai dam t6i do nita.

X@é chiéu hom nay, lai c6 hai dita nhai muwdi may tudi chay téi dwdi doc nui
Twéng Quan.

Hai dita nay mot cao gay, mot map lun, ghép lai y hét nhv mot déi bat diia
biét di vay.

Pita cao gay an mac theo kiéu bé gai, nhin k§¥ mgi biét l1a bé trai, nhii danh
Tao Nwong T. Do thay twéng so néi né von la ménh nit bi dau thai nham,
chi sg 6ng trdi con muén kéu vé dau thai lai, gia dinh lo n6 song khong 1au,
nén van nu6i nhw con gai.

Pita map lun la tiéu nhi t nha Cat do té, nhii danh Cat Ban Tiéu, ngwoi
cling nhu tén, dugc bao boc bdi mot 16p md phu quy. (Ban la béo)
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Hai dita cung tho dau dom doc nii Twéng Quan, cé diéu la sg truyén thuyét
ma quy 1ong hanh nén chang dita nao dam dén gan.

Cat Ban Tiéu tay cam cai 6ng dong “thién ly nhan” , tho dau c6 gang nhin
vé hudng doc nii Twédng Quan, miéng 1am bam: “Nguwoi n6i mat trdi cling
1dn r6i ma con chwa chiu xuéng nui, dai ca ta that la... D6 goi la gi nhi — a,
la thwgng diéu tich coc!”

Tao Nuwong Tw: “Do6 goi la huyén lwong thich c6(1) , dirng néi nham nita,
mau dua thién ly nhan cho ta!”

Nha dau dém nay thwong xuyén kich gia lam that, ti€c rang phwong hwéng
c6 chut van dé, khué ti dau chwa thay, nguwoc lai y hét mu dan ba chanh
chua, ddc biéet khoai dung d6i mong ga cao nguoi ta.

N6 vira tho tay thi 16p m& cta Cat Ban Tiéu lién nhitc nhoi, voi chap tay
dang thién ly nhan, dan di dan lai: “Nguwoi nhé can than, néu lam hong,
nhat dinh cha ta sé tan ta thanh nhan banh d6.”

“Thién ly nhan” 1a cai 6ng tron lam bang dong, xung quanh khac “ngt birc”
(2) , bén trong c6 mot manh Iwu ly trong sudt, chup 1én mat thi thdé cach
muoi dam hon cling c6 thé nhan ra duc cai.

Cai ctia Cat Ban Tiéu kha tinh xdo, do t6 phu titng 1am linh trinh sat dé lai.
Tao Nwong Tt cam mo6n do md@i mé trong tay ca budi, gio 1én dom sao troi:

“R0 that!”

Cat Ban Tiéu nhin theo tam mat no6, chi day: “Ta biét, d6 goi la sao Hom,
con c6 tén khac la ‘sao Truwong Canh’, giong tén dai ca ta, Tham tién sinh
tirng day, ta van con nhé day.”

Tao Nwong T biu moi: “Ai la ‘dai ca nguoi’? Nguwoi xem nguoi ta co them
dé y t6i nguoi khong? Day mat dudi theo nguwdi ta doi nhan dai ca, that dé
tién... Oi, tr tlr, nguwoi xem kia c6 phai 1a y khong?”

Cat Ban Tiéu nhin theo huéng ngoén tay nd, thay ding thé that.
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Chi thay mdt thiéu nién cam kiém cui dau cham rai tr trén doc ndi Twéng
Quan di xudng, Cat Ban Tiéu lap tirc giong nhw khong sg chuyén ma quy gi
nita, lao t6i nhuw mot tia chép(3) : “Pai ca, dai ca!”

N6 chay qua nhanh, dén chan déc ndi Twéng Quan thi bi vap thi gi do, lan
16ng 16¢ xudng duwédi chan thiéu nién kia.

Cat Ban Tiéu mat day bui dat ngang dau lén, chwa them bo day, tredc tién
ninh not cuoi ngay ngo, nhan nhé noi: “Hi hi, dai ca, dé cho huynh ¢ day ca
ngay roi.”

Thiéu nién tén Trwong Canh im ldang lui vé suyt nita giam tring chan Cat
Ban Tiéu.

Moi lan nhin thay Cat Ban Tiéu la trong long y déu cam thdy that than ky,
cho rang vi Cat do té giét ngan con heo kia troi sinh c6 Héa nhan kim tinh,
trng 4y nam ma van chwa coi nhi t nhuw heo dé lam thit. Nhung Truwong
Canh tinh tinh 6n trong, miéng rat tich ditc, bat ké trong long nghi gi, déu
khong m& miéng ton thuong nguoi ta.

Truong Canh rat c6 phong thai dai ca d& Cat Ban Tiéu day, lai phui bui dat
gitip no: “Chay cai gi, coi chirng nga dan ra gio! Tim ta co viéc gi a?”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Truwong Canh dai ca, ngay mai cha huynh va moi nguoi sé
vé 16i, chiing ta khong di hoc nita, huynh di cuép nhan thwe véi bon dé di!
Nhat dinh c6 thé danh bon Ly tiéu hau t té ra quan!”

Cha Trewong Canh la Tw bach ho(4) — khong phai cha rudt.

Hoi méi hai ba tu6i, Treong Canh theo qua phu Tu Nwong dén noi nay nho
va than thich, ai ng® than thich don nha di mat tir 1au, khong tim dwgc. Vira
van gap Tw bach ho quan binh ctia Nhan Ho6i vg ca mat sém, khong c6 con
cai, 6ng ta thich Tt Nwong, lién cudi vé lam vg ké.

Twr bach ho dan nguwdi xuat quan, thu cong pham hang nam cta nguwdi man,
chi mot hai hom ntta la sé vé thanh.
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Bién thanh ban kho, tré nho ciing khéng c6 qua vat gi, cac twdng si moi lan
nap cong trd vé déu thuan tay ném it pho mat va thit khé ctia ngwdi man ra
ven duwong, dan dén dam tré con tranh nhau cuwép doat, day goi la “cudp
nhan thyc”.

Pa la “cwép” , ddm nhéc con khang dinh khong tranh khéi danh nhau,
nhung chi can chwa qué cut thi ngwoi 16n sé khong quan, thé 1a ching kéo
bé két dang nhuw danh nhau that.

Chuyén nhuw vay, néu ai c6 thé kéo Treong Canh dén nhap bon, thi twong
dwong vGi ditng trén thé bat bai.

Trewong Canh tir nhé da cham chi tdp vo6 — bién thuy nhiéu quan ho, hai
dong tap vo von khong it, chang qua luyén cong phu phai chiu kho, nén
phan 16n tiéu hai déu luyén tuy tién lo la khong dén noi dén chon, chi cé
Truwong Canh ké tir khi bat dau hoc kiém, ngay nao ciing mot minh 1én doc
ndi Twéng Quan luyén tap, nhiéu nam qua kho luyén khong ngtng, nghi
lyc kinh nguoi.

Hién gio tinh ca tudi mu con chwa day muwdi bon, ma Trwong Canh da co
thé dung mot tay cam trong kiém hon sau muai can, tuy rang trong long cé
chitng myc, chwa titng tham dy cac cudce au da cta bon nhai ranh, nhung
mdy dira nay van déu hoi sg'y.

Truong Canh nghe xong chang dé tam, cwdi noi: “Ta bao nhiéu tudi réi ma
con gianh giat nhan thuc gi do?”

Cat Ban Tiéu chwa chiu buong tha: “Dé da no6i véi Tham tién sinh roi,
Tham tién sinh cling da gat dau, mdy ngay nay cho ching ta nghi.”

Trwong Canh chap tay sau lung thong tha budc di, trong kiém thi thodng
dap vao cang chan, khéng dé y t¢i mdy 10i con nit cia Cat Ban Tiéu.

Y doc sach hay khong, luyén kiém hay khong déu quyét dinh bdi chinh vy,
chang lién quan dén viéc tién sinh cho nghi hay chang.
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Cat Ban Tiéu: “Hon nita, Tham tién sinh n6i minh phai d6i thuéc cho Thap
Luc thiic, may ngay téi c6 thé cling phai di xa chon mua thdo dwoc, khong
c6 ¢ nha. Huynh dau c6 cho di, chi bang di theo bon ta, chit ca ngay luyén
kiém c6 gi vui dau?”

Cau nay rot cudc lot vao long Truwong Canh, y 1ap titc khyng lai, hoi: “Thap
Luc khong phai méi tir Trudng Dwong quan trd veé a, sao lai bi bénh r6i?”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “A... hinh nhv vay, y d6 gio dau khée manh gi.”

“Thé ta di tham y,” Trweong Canh phét tay dudi hai cai dubi nhé, “Mau vé
nha di, sap t6i roi, tré gio' com coi chirng cha ngwai lai danh cho.”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Oi, dai ca, viéc kia...”

Truwong Canh chang cé hitng thu nghe n6 lai nhdi “viéc nay” “viéc kia”
khong théi. Nam hai ti tudi nay, hon mot tudi cling la hon, dau 6c va suy
nghi khac nhau rat nhiéu, nén Trwdng Canh da khong thé choi v6i bon Cat
Ban Tiéu nita.

Y cdy minh véc cao chan dai, chdp mat da di xa.

Tiéu Ban Tw udng cong mot chuyén, khong moi duwge nguwoi, that vong the
dai, quay dau lai trirtng mat nhin Tao Nuong Tw: “Nguoi khong chiu néi gi
hét!”

Tao Nuwong T khuon mat dé birng, &nh mat mo mang, bo dang vénh mat
hat ham sai khién Cat Ban Tiéu ban ndy da sém mat sach, 0m nguc nhw
thiéu ni* hoai xuan: “Trwong Canh dai ca cuda ta di lai nhin cling dep hon
nguoi khac.”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “...”
Khong bao gio c6 thé dan tén mat mat nay ra ngoai nita.

“Tham tién sinh” va “Thap Luc thic” ma Cat Ban Tiéu néi la mot doi
huynh dé, rat cé uyén nguyén vdi Trueong Canh.
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Hai ndm trudc, Trwong Canh con nhd, mot minh tron ra ngoai thanh choi,
khong can than lac duwong gdp dan soéi, suyt nita bi tha di, may gap huynh
dé Tham thi du lich dén day.

Tham tién sinh dung thudc bot dudi bay séi déi, citu cai mang nhé cuia y.
Sau do hai huynh dé & lai Nhan H6i tiéu tran, Ttr bach ho cho ho thué khu
vién dé trong cua nha minh, cdm déng truedc an ciru mang nén khong 13y
tién.

Huynh truedng tén Tham Dich, 1a mét thw sinh thi mai chang do, tuy chua
gia nhung tam si do da tuyét, an phan tha thwong lam an si & cai vung khi
ho co gay nay, lang giéng déu khach khi goi y 1a “Tham tién sinh”.

Trir lam an si, Tham tién sinh con kiém nhiém cac chitc nhw dai phu, viét
hé thw tir cau doi, tay tich tién sinh(5) cung “Truong Ty suw”. Y hét sttc da
tai da nghé, biét tri thwong cho ngudi, con biét do dé cho ngwa, ban ngay &
nha mé tw thuc, day dam thiéu nién hoc hanh, budi t6i dudi cac hoc tro di,
la c6 thé xan tay 4o stta chita may méc dong co hoi nwéc, cuwong giap va du
cac loai khoi 16i(6) , thém vao chi phi sinh hoat, lanh d&i ma ban thay sg.
Tham tién sinh céi gi cling biét, vira biét kiém tién vira gioi lo cho gia dinh,
nhom lira ndu com ciling rat c6 nghé, gioi giang cuwc ky, béi vay huynh dé
kia khong c6 viéc lam, danh phai chuyén mon phu trach pha ctia — huynh
dé cua Tham tién sinh tén la “Tham Thap Luc” , nghe noi la tit nhé than thé
khong khée, gia dinh chi sg nu6i khong noi, bdi thé khong dat tén cho, do
dé ngay muoi sau thang Giéng nén ben lay “Thap Luc” lam tén ludn.

Tham Thap Luc tir sang dén t6i khéng hoc hanh ciling chang lam viéc, 1o
dau dé khong biét dung 1én, ngay ca nwdc cling chwa bao gio thay ganh,
khong phéi di lang thang thi la uéng rwgu, khong hoc van khong nghé
nghiép, co ho chang c6 mot chit wu diém nao.

Trww ngoai hinh dep.

Ngoai hinh that sy rat dep, 1ao tho tinh trong tran chinh miéng giam dinh,
néi ong ta song sap chin mwoi tudi roi ma chwa tirng thdy nam nhan nao
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chin chu nhu vay.

Pang tiéc du dep hon cling vo dung — Tham Thap Luc hoi nhé tirng mot lan
bi bénh nang, s6t hong ca nguwdi ra, mat chac ciing chi cé thé thay ro trong
vong hai thuéc, cach mudi bude thi ngay ca nam nit cling khong phan biét
nodi. Y lai con nang tai, néi véi y mot cau ciing phai ditng sat ma gao lén,
ngay ngay di qua ctra nha Tham gia, caAch mot bitc twdng cling c6 thé nghe
thdy Tham tién sinh nho nha 1€ do kia gao thét nhw cho dién.

No6i tém lai, Tham Thap Luc la mot con ma 6m vira diéc vira mu.

Vi diéu kién cta y, von nén la mot tiéu bach kiém dwgc troi wu ai, tiéc
thay @ tran nhé bién thuy nay khong phai quy ngheo thi 1a than ngheo, cho
du thién tién tdi cling chang ai bao nudi noi.

Theo phong tuc dia phuong, lic dai an dai ditc khong gi bao dap dugc, sé
két nghia nhan ngwoi than, c6 con chau thi con chau nhan, khong c6 con
chau thi tv minh nhan.

Huynh dé Tham thi cttu Truong Canh khoi miéng soéi, la an nhan cttu mang,
Trueong Canh nhur mot 1€ dwong nhién nhan mot trong hai nguwoi lam nghia
phu.

Tham tién sinh hoc hanh dén hong cd dau 6c, mot myc noi khéng hop ly
cling khong hgp phap, khong dam nhan, ngwoc lai la huynh dé y Thap Luc
gia thong khoai, duong trweong doi giong goi “nhi t” ludn.

Ct thé, tén Tham Thap Luc vo cong roi nghé chiém dugc mon 1gi to, néu
mai kia con ma 6m choi bai 1éu 16ng nay nghéo kho, Trwong Canh sé phai
dudng gia va lo tang ma cho.

Trueong Canh quen duwong bang qua vién ctia minh, tir ctra hong ra ngoai ré
mot cho 1a dén nha Tham tién sinh.

Tham gia tong cong hai tén dan 6ng doc than, ngay cd con ga mai cling
khong c6, duwong nhién chang can kiéng dé ai. Y trwdc nay dén di tuy tién,
clra cling khong can go.
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Vra vao vién, mui thudc va tiéng huyén théu thao lién dap thang vao mat.

Tham tién sinh dang & trong vién cau may sac thudc. Y la mot thanh nién
bo dang thu sinh, mac truong sam cii, chwa gia, nhung luén cau may, co
mot than thanh han nong nac mui khoi Iiva.

Tiéng huyén tr trong nha vang ra, cai béng cao rdo ctia ngwoi thdi huyén bi
ngon den u am chiéu lén khung cita bang gidy, hién nhién nguwdi nay tai
nghé chang ra sao, cling khong nghe ra la diéu gi, thudng xuyén c6 mot hai
am thoi khong kéu, tiéng huyén tam tit, dwgm noi thé lwong va mét mai ky
di.

Noi day la tiéng nhac thi c6 thé hoi guong ép, Truong Canh lang tai thuwéng
thitc mot chit, cam thay néu nhat dinh phai khen, thi chi c6 thé khen la y
khoc tang rat du duong.

Tham Dich nghe thay tiéng budc chan lién cuwdi véi Treong Canh, sau do
quat nguoi trong budng: “T6 tong, ha miéng lwu tinh di, nghe mac dai qua,
Treong Canh dén roi!”

Vi théi huyén kia nham mat bit tai, ma v@i thinh Iyc cda y, c6 kha nang la
that sy khong nghe thay dau.

Tham tién sinh mat may xanh xam.

Treong Canh cam thay ngwdi thoi huyén van rat khoe manh, khong nhw bi
bénh, lién hoi yén tdm, héi: “Ta nghe Cat Ban Tiéu ndi tién sinh doi thudc
cho Thap Luc, y sao vay?”

Tham tién sinh nhin mau thudc, titc gian ndi: “Khong sao, déi mua thoi,
bon mua dung cac loai thudc khac nhau, con ma 6m nay yéu diéu khé chiéu
lam — A dung ro6i, nguoi téi vira khéo, hom nay khong biét y kiém dau ra
mot mén dé choi, con tinh sang mai dwa qua cho nguwoi ddy, mau vao xem
tht di.”
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Huyén luwong la treo 1én xa nha. Thoi BDong Han, c6 mot chang trai tré tén
Ton Kinh, cham chi hiéu hoc, luén dong ctta hoc hanh tir s6ém dén khuya
rat it nghi ngoi, c6 khi dén ntta dém rat dé nga gat. Bé khong anh hwéng
viéc hoc tap, Ton Kinh da nghi ra mot cach, chang tim mot sgi day thung,
mot dau cot vao téc minh, dau kia c6t 1én xa nha, nhw vay lic doc sach mét
ngu gat chi can cui dau la day thirng sé kéo toc lam dau da dau, chang sé do
dau dén ma tinh tdo hoc ti€p, sau d6 chang rot cudc trd thanh chinh tri gia
tiéng tam lirng 1ay.

Thich c6 la dam vao dui. To6 Tan thoi Chién quoc 1a mot chinh tri gia no6i
danh, nhung lic tré hoc van khong cao, dén rat nhiéu noi cling chang ai dé
y, cho du c6 hung tam trang chi cling khong dugc trong dung, vi thé 6ng ta
ha quyét tdm phdn dau hoc hanh. Do thwong xuyén doc sach dén dém
khuya, ltic mét maéi buén ngt sé dung cai dui chuan bi san dam vao dui,
nhw vay cam giac dau dot nhién xdy dén sé khién ong ta tinh tao, tiép tuc
hoc bai.

Ca cau nay dung dé hinh dung khac kho hoc tap. Tuy nhién Cat Ban Tiéu
lai no6i la thuwgng diéu (treo cd) va tich coc (titc khong an ngii coc, mot cach
dudng sinh ctia nguoi xua).

Ngii bitc 1a hoa tiét hinh 5 con doi.
Nguyén goc tac gia dung con dia 16i, tttc mot tia chdp hinh tron.
Bach ho la mot chite trong quan doi, tren la thien ho va van ho.

Tay tich chi gia sw, con Truong Ty su sé dugc giai thich rd0 hon trong
chuong 3.

Khoi 16i 1a con r6i, tuy nhién trong truyén nay dich la r6i thi cling khong
ding 1am. Thoi thi danh dé nguyén vay, cac ban doc twr ti* sé hinh dung ra
thoi.

Chuong 2: Nghia phu
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Truwong Canh thuan tay bung bat thuéc da sac xong vao phong tiéu nghia
phu.

Trong phong Tham Thap Luc chi thap mdt ngon dén nhé tu mu, quang sang
bang hat dau, hét nhu dom dém vay.

Y dang ngoi dwva ctra s6, hon nira khuon mat chim dwdi anh deén, chi hoi 10
ra mot teo, dai khai la sap ngu r6i. Tham Thap Luc khong doi mii, téc tai bu
xu, dwdi khée mat va vanh tai déu c6 mot nét rudi chu sa nhd, nhw dung
kim cham ra, ti teo anh dén trong nha déu bi y thu ca vao hai not ruoi ay, co
h6 16a mat nguoi.

Ngam nguoi dudi dén, cé thé tang thém ba phan nhan sac.

Al ciing thich cai dep, thé nén du da nhin quen r6i, Trweong Canh van khéng
nhin dugc ngirng thé. Y nhanh chéng chép mat mot cai, nhw mudn lam not
chu sa chéi mat dy vang ra khoi tam nhin, hang giong, am thanh cao 1én:
“Thap Luc, uong thudc di.”

Thiéu nién dang v giong, noi chuyén vdi ké diéc dé nay hoi ton sitc, cling
may lan nay Tham Thap Luc nghe thdy, tiéng huyén khién ngwoi ta vai dai
kia dirng ngay lai.

Tham Thap Luc hip mat méi thay ro Truong Canh ditng & cira: “Khong biét
16n nho kéu ai thé?”

Ky thuce y cling chi hon Treong Canh bay tam tu6i, van chwa 1ap gia dinh,
va dai khai cling hoi biét vé ban tinh bun lodang khong thé trat twong cta
minh, da chuan bi tdm 1y san sang 1é loi mot minh khong cudi noi vg, nay
chang dé dang gi dung tring thang con hoi khéi can nuoi, chi han khéng
thé bam dinh lay, thanh th khi khong luon thich 16i than phan “cha” ra
cuong diéu mot phen.

Truong Canh khong thém dé y, can than bung bat thuéc dén trwdc mat y:
“Nhan néng ma udng di, udng xong thi mau nam xudng nghi ngoi, khong
con sém nita dau.”
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Tham Thap Luc bé huyén xudng, nhan bat thudc: “D6 vo on, lam con ta
khong tot sao? Uong cong ta to6t véi nguoi nhu vay.”

Y udng thudc rat ngoan, hién nhién da quen roi, uébng mot hoi can sach, lai
nhan nuwdc trang miéng Truong Canh dwa hép hai ngum, doan xua tay
khong can nita: “Hom nay bén Truwong Duwong quan c6 hop chg, ta bén
mang vé mot mon tha vi cho con, lai day.”

No6i xong, Tham Thap Luc khom lwng, luc loi lung tung trén ban doc sach.
Y khong nhin r6, chép miii thiéu diéu co Ién ban, Triwong Canh bat dac di
danh phai noi: “Tim cai gi vay? D€ ta tim cho.”

Tiép dé lai khong nhin dwgc can nhan: “Ta 16n r6i, ngwoi khong dung cw
16i vé mot dong do choi con nit cho ta lam gi?”

Raénh thé chi bang b6t gdy chuyén, dé ta c6 thoi gian hoc thém mot chut
hitu dung — khtic sau chay mot vong trong long, khi sap dén miéng lai cam
thay hoi tén thwong ngudi ta, Tredng Canh bén thoi khong noi ra.

Tham Thap Luc la mot ké choi boi 1éu 16ng, tw minh 1ang phi thdi gian thi
thoi, lai con ludn 16i Truong Canh di chung, khong phai ra di chg thi la kéo
di cwdi ngwa, c6 mot lan khong biét con nhat tir dau vé mot con “chéd con”
cho y nu6i — lan 4y Tham tién sinh sg tai ca mat, hda ra tén mu nay chang
phan biét dugc cho vai s6i, 6m vé han mét con séi non.

Tt bach hé quanh nam vang nha, lai 1a nguwdi chat phac, tuy rat tot voi
Truwong Canh, nhung khong thwong chuyén tro, tinh ra thi trong hai nam
muoi hai muwoi ba tudi quan trong nhat nay, hinh nhv Trwong Canh toan di
theo nghia phu at 0 Tham Thap Luc thoi.

T mot dira tré ranh thanh mdt chang thiéu nién ngoc thu lam phong, phai
c6 bao nhiéu dinh lyc méi cé thé cam doan minh khong bi Tham Thap Luc
day hu?

Truwong Canh qua thye khong dam nhd lai.
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Troi sinh tinh y khong ham choi, moi viéc déu cé ké hoach riéng, chap
hanh cling hét sitc nghiém khac, khéng thich nguwdi khac qudy ray, thé
nhung thwong xuyén bi Tham Thap Luc lam phién dén phat cdu vo6 cung.

Nhung thuwong chang cau dugce lau, béi vi Tham Thap Luc that sy thwong y
nhw con rudt chit khéng hé chi chiém lgi ngoai miéng thoi.

Nam dy Trwong Canh bi bénh nang, Tt bach hé vang nha nhu thwong 1€,
dai phu déu néi hung hiém, ciing la tiéu nghia phu bé y vé nha, ngay dém
khong nghi ma tréng nom y su6t ba ngay lién.

Moi lan di ra ngoai, v6 luan gan xa, vo luan di lam gi, Thap Luc nhét dinh
sé mang vé cho Truong Canh mot it qua vat hodac dé choi, Truong Canh
khong ham may moén nay, nhwng khong thé khong cam dong khi y luon nhg
dén minh.

Tém lai, moi ngay gap Thap Luc, can héa cta Truwong Canh sé manh vo
cung, nhung khong thay y thi lai luén ban long. Nhiéu lic Treong Canh
cling nghi, tuy Tham Thap Luc vai khong thé ganh, tay khong thé vac, van
chang thanh, vo chang twu, nhung vé sau chwa chirng sé c6 ai mac ltra coi
trong ngoai hinh y thi sao?

Tiéu nghia phu twong lai cling sé cwdi vg sinh con, nhw vay c6 con rudt roi,
y con nhé dén dita con nudi nay khong?

Nghi t&i viéc nay, trong long Truong Canh lién khé chiu khong ta n6i. Y
tim dwgc mot cai hop vuong trén ban Thap Luc, tam thoi dep hét nhitng suy
nghi lung tung trong dau, thiéu hitng thi ma dwa cho Tham Thap Luc: “Cai
nay a?”

Tham Thap Luc: “Cho con day, mé ra xem di.”

Khoéng chirng 1a cai n4, hodc mét goi pho mat, néi chung la chang phai thi
nghiém tdac — Treong Canh md ra ma khong hé chd mong, thuan miéng cau
nhau: “Du da cling phai tiét kiém mét chat, hon nita ta...”
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Ngay sau do, thay ro thit trong hop, y 1ap tirc ngdm miéng, mat phut choc
tron tron.

Trong hop lai la thiét oan khau!

“Thiét odn khau” ky thyc la mot bo phan cua khinh giap trong quén, chi
quan mot vong trén co tay, cuc ky thuan tién, bdi vay cling thudng xuyén bi
thao ra dung riéng. Thiét oan khau rong tam bon tdc, bén trong c6 thé giau
dén bon thanh tiéu dao, dao ché bang cong nghé dac thu, méng nhw canh
ve, con goi la “tu trung ty”.

Nghe néi trong nhay mat tu trung ty tot nhat bi cai chot trong thiét oan khau
ban ra, c6 thé chia doi sgi téc cach xa may trugng.

Trwong Canh kinh hi héi: “Céai nay... nguwoi kiém dau ra vay?”

Tham Thap Luc: “Suyt — ditng dé Tham Dich nghe thay, cai nay khong
phai do choi dau, y nhin thay lai can nhan — con biét dung khéng?”

Tham tién sinh dang twéi hoa trong vién, y nao c6 lang tai, nguwdi trong nha
néi gi y déu nghe rdo mon mot, dung that 1a hét cach véi cdi tén diéc chuyén
lay minh do ngudi nay.

Trwong Canh tirng di theo Tham Dich hoc cach thdo cwong giap, thuan thuc
deo thiét oan khau, bay gio mdi phat hién cho dac thu cda vat nay.

Tu trung ty ché tdc khong dé, dan gian rat it cd, qua nita thiét oan khau
ngoai chg déu la hang cii trong quan tuoén ra, kich ¢ dwong nhién ciing la
ctia nam tr treéng thanh, nhung cai Tham Thap Luc mang vé ro rang nho
hon mét ¢@, vira van thich hgp cho ngwi thiéu nién.

Treong Canh ngdy nguwdi, Tham Thap Luc lién biét y muén héi gi, ri i néi:
“Ta nghe ngudi ban no6i day la hang 16i, khong c6 khiém khuyét nao khac,
chi 1a kich c& hoi nhd, mai chang cé ai hdi mua, bdy gio mdi ban ré cho ta.
Ta cling chang dung lam gi, thoi thi con cam 14y ma choi, c6 diéu phai can

than, dung lam nguoi khac bi thuong.”

Trwong Canh hiém khi vui mirng ra mat: “Pa ta...”
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Tham Thap Luc: “Ta ai?”
Truwong Canh thong khoai kéu: “Nghia phu!”

“Co stra chinh la me, d6 khon nan!” Tham Thap Luc cwdi, ba vai Truong
Canh tién ra ngoai: “Mau vé nha di, thang c6 hon khong duwgc lang thang &
bén ngoai gitta dém hom khuya khoat.”

Trewong Canh nghe thé méi nhd, thi ra hdm nay la ram thang Bay.

Y theo dwong cita hong quay vé nha minh, trong chép mat sdi bwdc vao
ctra, dot nhién cam thdy doan huyén Tham Thap Luc théi hoi quen tai, tuy
diéu lac di tit mu tap, nhwng ngam lai can than thi thay mang mang c6 diéu
“Tong Tay” khi dan gian than khéc dua tang.

“Co6 hop khong?” Truwong Canh nghi tham.

Tham Thap Luc tién Trueong Canh veé, cdi dau tim mét lic lau, méi mién
cudng nhin thay hinh dang canh cita, lién can than cat budc téi dong.

Tham tién sinh dang chd trong vién mat khong biéu cam dwa tay do khuyu
tay y, dan y vao nha.

Tham tién sinh: “Thiét oan khau rén tir huyén thiét to6t nhat, ba thanh tu

trung ty bén trong la do Thu Thién Lam dai su tu tay ren, t sau khi dai sw
chét thi thanh tuyét ban... Hang 16i ha?”

Thap Luc khong tiép 10i.

Tham tién sinh: “Pugc roi, dirng gia cam vo di€c véi ta — Nguwoi mudn coi
no nhu con that sao?”

“Puong nhién la that, diva tré nay nhan nghia, ta thich,” Thap Luc r6t cudc
lén tiéng, “Vi kia dai khai cling c6 y nay — Néu twong lai cé thé cho thang
bé lam con thira tw cha ta, nhitng ngwdi dé sé yén tam, né ciling song tot
hon nhiéu, chang phai lvong toan sao?”

Tham tién sinh tram mdc mot hoéi roi thap giong ndi: “Pau tién ngwoi phai
dé né ding han nguoi da — Ngwoi khong lo lang chit nao sao?”
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Tham Thap Luc cudi cudi, vén vat tredng bao day ctra vao nha.

Y vé mat vo liém si, n6i: “Nhitng ké han ta nhiéu lam r6i.”

Pém nay, dén troi trén song, hon vé qué cii.

Chwa dén canh nam, Truwong Canh da thitc ddy trong canh toan than kho
néng, song lung rin mét tang mo hoi mong, kho cling wét siing.

Mo6i mot thiéu nién khi sap stra trrdng thanh, déu phai trai qua mat 1an kinh
hoang that thé nhw vay — cho du trwdc dé c6 nguwdsi dan dat.

Nhung Trwong Canh khong kinh hodng cling chang that thoé chit nao, y
phan &ng dirng dung, chi ngoi yén gidy lat trén giwong, réi ditng day don
dep qua loa, trén mat c6 vé chan ghét khong dé phat hién. Y ra ngoai ganh
mot thung nuwée lanh, lau chui mot lan tir dau dén chan than thé mai truong

thanh, 1y quan do gap gon dat bén goi dem thay, uéng mot hoi can sach tra
tr dém tredc, nhuw thuwong 1€ bat dau budi hoc ngay hom nay.

Truong Canh khong biét nguwoi khac 1a thé nao.

Vé phan y, ky thyc khong hé gdp mong xuan gi, y chi mo thdy mot tran
tuyét to c6 thé lam ngudi ta chét céng ¢ quan ngoai.

Gi6 hom 4y nhu thoi dam 16ng trang tung 1én, vo tinh th6c qua nguwdi, mau
trong vét thuwong chwa kip chady ra da déong bang, tiéng gam gt ctia dan soi
dan lai gan, nhung khitu giac khong nhay chang ngwi thay mui tanh, vira hit
thd lién sac hoi lanh thiu xwong mang theo vi ngon ngot man man, Trwong
Canh ti¥ chi citng ngac, phé pha nhw thiéu, con cho 1a minh sé bi nuot ca thi
cot trong dai tuyét.

Nhung khong hé.

Luc tinh lai, Truong Canh phat hién minh dvgc mot nguwoi dung ao ngoai
boc trong long ma bé di.

Y nhé ngudi dy vat do trang nhu tuyét, nguc thoang thodng mui thudc dang
dang xa xam, thay y tinh lai cling chang hoi gi ca, chi ldy mot bau rwgu ra
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cho y uéng mot ngum.

Truwong Canh khong biét do 1a rugu gi, sau nay y cling chang con dugc ném
lai, chi nhé Thiéu Pao Tt & quan ngoai cling khong manh nhv vay, n6é nhu
mot ngon Itra, xubi yét hau chdy xuong, chi mét ngum da doét chay huyét
dich toan than y.

Nguwoi ay chinh 1a Thap Luc.

Gidc mong qua ro nét, doi tay Thap Luc bé y trong mong phang phat con
dan trén nguwoi. Dén bay gio Truong Canh van khong sao hiéu noi, nguwoi
ay chang phai la ma 6m u? Giita bang thién tuyét dia dang s¢ nhu vay, sao
lai c6 doi tay vitng vang hitu lyc dén thé?

Trwong Canh cti dau nhin thoang qua thiét oan khau trén c6 tay, khong biét
thit nay lam bang vat liéu gi, dan trén nguwoi mot dém vay ma chang am 1én
chut nao. Nho cdm giac lanh lanh cta kim loai, Trwong Canh lang lang cho
trai tim va dong mau xao dong cua minh binh tinh lai, y mim cuwdi, ném
phang y nghi v& van “mdng xuan gap nghia phu” nay, sau dé dot den doc
sach nhu thuong 1é.

Bong nhién, phvong xa truyén dén tiéng “u u” , mat dat va nha ctta déu
chdan dong theo, Truong Canh thoang strng sot, ltic nay mdi nhé ra, tinh
thoi gian, thi han 1a “cy dién” Bac tuan sap ve roi.

“Cuy dién” la mot con thuyén 16n dai hon nam nghin thuwéc, luvng thuyén cé
hai canh, do ngan van “héa si” tao thanh, ltic cw dién cat canh, tat ca “hda
si” cung phun ra hoi nwéc, tiya non tya triéu, tiya séng tira moéng, bén trong
moi mot “hda si” déu dot tir lru kim to bang cai bat, giita khéi song ménh
mang loe ra anh sang nhat mau do tia, thoat nhin nhv van gia dang hoa vay.
K€ tir muwdi bon nam tredc Bac man cui dau tién céng, vao ngay muoi lam
thang Giéng hang nam, déu c6 hon mudi chiéc cy dién tir cac dai trong tran
bién thuy xuat phat Bac tuan, déu ty di mot tuyén dwong da dinh, uy nhiép
ngan dam, c6 thé thdy r6 moi mot chiit di dong cia nguwdi man.
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Trir uy nhiép va tuan tra, ci dién con phai phu trach ap tdi cong pham hang
nam cua cac bd lac Bac man vé triéu, chu yéu la “t& lvu kim”.

Mot chiéc cy dién ché day ti Iwu kim gan tram van can, ngay ca tiéng buéc
chan tr@ vé cling nang né hon lic di vai phan, cach hai ba mwoi dam cling
c6 thé nghe thay hoa si phun khoi u .

Cuv dién Bac tuan thang Giéng xudt phat, di nita nam lién, lvu Hoa(1) md&i
tr& ve.

1. That nguyét lvu héa xuat xi¢ tir bai That Nguyét cia Khong T, dai y 1a
thang 7 sao Pai Héa ha thap xuéng. Y & day la cy dién Bic tuan tir thang 1
dén tan thang 7 mai ve.

Chwong 3: Danh twdng

To tién Tw gia dé lai it dat dai, Tw bach ho lai la quan hg, song & dia
phuong cling rat khong té, trong nha cé chut tai san, lién nudi mot ba day t@
gia lam may viéc linh tinh nhw ndu com quét tuéc.

DPoi dén khi sac troi hoi hitng sang, ldo tru nwong Tw gia mGi cham chap
lam xong diém tam, dén g6 ctra thv phong Trwong Canh: “Thiéu gia, phu
nhan hoi cau c6 dén phong ba an hay khong.”

Truong Canh dang tap trung tinh than luyén viét chit theo mau, nghe vay
dong tac cam but dirng lai, tra 10i theo théi quen: “Khéng, me thich thanh
tinh, ta khong di quay ray dau, phién ba ndi véi me ta mot tiéng, ct bao nhi
tlr van an.”

Lido tri nwrong khong bat ngs vdi cau tra 10i cua y, vi déi dap moi ngay
gilta mau t¥ nay giong nhw chi lam 1ay 1€, chang c6 gi m&i mé ca.

KEé ciling la ki, theo ly thi Ttr bach ho chang qua la cha k€&, Truong Canh va
TG Nuwong mdi la mau tr rudt, nhwng chi c6 may ngay Tt bach hd & nha,
d6i mau ti rudt nay mdéi ngoi an com cung ban, sém chiéu tham hoi, gia bo
ttr hiéu, hoa thuan vui vé, chi can nam chu nhan vira di 1a ho sé la hon ca
nguoi la, chang ai them dé y tdi ai, ¢ trong cung mot vién, vay ma Truong
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Canh ngay ca ctta chinh ciing khong di, mo6i ngay déu qua ctta hong chay
sang cach vach, hai me con muoi bita nita thang cling chwa chac da gap mat
mot lan.

Ngay ca dgt bénh nang mat nita cai mang cta Trudng Canh nam trudc, Ta
Nuong ciling chi thd 0 dén ng6 qua, chang hé dé y t6i viéc dira con duy nhat
nay song hay chét.

Cuo6i cung van la Thap Luc gia bé di cham s6c.

Lao tru nuwong luon hoai nghi Trwong Canh khong phai con rugt caa Tua
Nwong, nhwng nhin ngoai hinh thi hai me con lai rat giong nhau, han nhién
c6 quan hé huyét théng.

Hudéng chi, néu khéng phdi con rudt, mot ni* nhan nhu nhwgc nhv Tu
Nuwong, Iwu lac tha hwong, than minh con kho béao vé, vi sao phaéi dan theo
dita tré dé?

Can ban khong néi théng noi.

Mot lat sau, 1ao tru nwong xach hop dung com t6i, noi vGi Truong Canh:
“Chac hom nay lao gia sé vé thanh, phu nhan dan thiéu gia nhG vé sém.”
Trwdng Canh hiéu y ba ta la gi, Tt bach ho trd vé, ho lai phai gia vo mau tw
te hiéu, lién gat dau dap mot tiéng: “Biét r6i.”

Anh mit y ditng trén hop com, bong nhién, Truong Canh nhin thdy trén
quai dinh mot sgi toc dai, tay von dwa ra 1ap tic rut ve.

Téc lao tri nwong da bac trang, sgi toc den nhanh mém mugt nay duwong
nhién khong phai cua ba lao, Tt bach ho van chwa tré veé, trong nha ca cha
lan boc, tong cong ba ngwoi, khong phai tru nwwong thi dwong nhién la cta
T Nwong roi.

Truwong Canh bi bénh sach sé mot cach ky quai — con ché me rudt.

O cach vach, bao y dn com thira trong bat nghia phu da dung ciing duoc,
nhung vira vé nha, chi can la thit Ta Nuong tirng cham thi m4t miéng y
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cling khong dung vao.

Lao tru nwong biét tinh nét ky la nay, voi dé dat 1dy sgi téc kia di, cudi xoa
néi: “Pay la phu nhan khong can than lam roi 1én th6i, mén banh nay ra
khoi noi chwa c6 ai dong vao cd, cau c yén tam.”

Truong Canh hét sitc 1€ phép né nu cwoi véi ba ldo: “Khoéng sao, hom nay
ta vira van c6 vai van dé muon thinh gido Tham tién sinh, dé 14t nita ta dén
ch6 nghia phu an luén.”

No6i xong, y rot cudc khéng nhan hop com, kep sach vé trén ban vao néch,
cam trong kiém treo & ctra sau ma di ra ngoai.

Trong vién, Tham tién sinh dang xan tay 4o ban ron boi dau cho may cwong
giap da thao ra.

Cuong giap la do quan binh tha thanh dwa téi. Thyc ra quan binh Nhan Hoi
cling co6 “Treong Ty su” chuyén mon tu stta cuwong giap quan dung, chi la
trong quan c6 qua nhiéu mii gidp nén luén lam khong xué, ho lién chia bét
viéc cho Truong Ty su dan gian.

“Treong Ty su” la nhitng nguwdi sita chita cwong giap, hoa co, ca ngay tiép
xdc véi mdy thit bang sat, xem nhuw 1a mot ngwoi tho tay nghé. Thé nhung
trong mat 1o bach tinh thi Treong Ty su chang khac 1am véi danh ché siva
chan cat toc, déu thudc vé “ha ctru lwu” (1) , du cho lam nghé nay khong lo
com &o, song cling chang vé vang lam.

Tham tién sinh la ngwoi doc sach, chang biét vi sao lai c6 sé thich ky la
nay, khong chi ranh roi t minh loay hoay, con thwong xuyén dung tay nghé
kiém chut dinh tién, rat anh huwéng téi sy van nha.

Ma Tham Thap Luc bat can chui vao trong giac mo cua thiéu nién kia dang
v6 cong roi nghé dudi doi chan dai ngoi trén bac cira, toan than dat deo dwa
khung ctra nhw khong xwong, bén canh dé mot bat thuéc khong — y udéng
xong cling chang biét di ria.
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Thap Luc lai vion vai, Itr dir vay tay goi Treeong Canh, phan phd: “Nhi tt,
di 1ay bau rugu cho ta.”

Tham tién sinh tay toan dau may, mo hoi nhé nhai bao Truong Canh: “Mac
xac y di, da an chwa?”

Trwong Canh: “Van chua a.”

Tham tién sinh lién quay dau sang Thap Luc gao 1én: “Sang day da nam dé
chd an! Khong thé 1am chut viéc ha? bi vo it gao, nau vai bat chéo di!”
Tham Thap Luc nghiéng dau, diéc vira da, cham ri ri n6i: “Ha? Cai gi?”
“Pé ta,” Truong Canh riét cling thanh quen, “Vo gao gi?”

Lan nay Thap Luc gia nghe thay, hang may dai nhwéng 1én, néi v6i Tham
tién sinh: “Bdt sai tré con di, sao khong ti minh di ndu ha?”

Tham tién sinh nha nhdn nay ngay ngay bi tén dé dé bai gia khon nan kia
choc gian khién Tam mudi chan hoéa béc 1én day mat: “Khéng phai da néi
la thay phién sao? Nam t* han dai trugng phu, ngwoi khong nghe thay thi
thoi, néi chuyén con chang bao gio gitt 10i la thé nao!”

Tham Thap Luc gid lai chiéu cii, lai “khong nghe thay” , hoi: “Y dang sua
cai gi vay?”

Gia bo gidng hét stic.

Trewong Canh: “...”7

Ky thuc lam ké diéc ciling rat tién.

“Tién sinh noi...” Treong Canh vira cui dau, lién dung tring anh mat tréu
dua cia Thap Luc, chi tich tac canh trong gidc mo dém hom tredc lai lwét
qua tredc mat, y thinh linh phat hién thi ra minh khong phai la khong chut
dong long.

Hong Truwong Canh dot nhién hoi khé, y voi c6 gang dinh than lai, mat
khong biéu cdm néi: “Lao nhan gia ngwdi nén ngoi yén di, dirng c6 sang
s6m da phi tdm choi xau.”
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Tham Thap Luc hém nay con chwa kip uéng rwgu, chit lwong tam it éi cudi
cung khéng bi ngam thanh hem rugu, y cuoi tit mat kéo tay Truong Canh,
muon lue ditng day, than mat vo dau thiéu nién, r6i khap khiéng di vao bép.

Y vay ma that sy chuan bi lam viéc — Thap Luc gia tram nam khé duwgc mot
lan c6 thé lam chit viéc, hiém thdy vo cung, c6 thé so vdi da nd hoa ludn
ay cha.

Truong Canh voi di theo, chi thdy nghia phu khénh khang béc dai may nam
gao, ném hét vao noi, sau dé ao ao do nwdc, khién bot nwéc vang tung toe,
ké do y ty ha thap dia vi tho hai ngén tay khudy mot cdi, 1ay ra vay vay cho
kho, tuyén bo: “Vo xong mot nira r6i, Tham Dich, tGi thay phién di!”

Tham tién sinh: “...”

Tham Thap Luc tién tay xach bau rugu trén ban bép, ngita dau doc mot
ngum, nhw may bay nwdc chay, chuan xac khong lam.

... Boi khi Trwong Canh hoai nghi, y ngay ca “mu” cling chi la lam b thoi.

Chac Tham tién sinh phuc roi, khong thém diu tranh v6 nghia nita, hung
hung hé hé dung b két rira sach tay, chay vao bép hap banh va bat dau thu
don dong 16n xon Thap Luc vitt lai.

Trewong Canh cho Tham tién sinh xem tirng t0 gidy ma minh viét ldc sang
sdm, Tham Dich xem xong binh luan xong, Trwong Canh lién bé gidy vao
bép, gitp d& nhom lira.

“Chtr viét rat tién bo, gan day bo khong it cong sitc nhi,” Tham tién sinh
néi: “Ta thdy nguwoi phéng theo la Truong dinh thiép cia An Dinh hau Co
Quan?”

Truwong Canh: “Vang.”

Thap Luc dang ngbi choi xoi nwéc bén canh nghe vay bat ngd quay dau
sang, trén mat thoang qua di sac.
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Tham tién sinh khéng ngang dau: “An Binh hau mwdi lam linh binh, mét
tran chién thanh danh, mwoi bdy lam théng sodi, phung ménh Tay chinh,
trén duwong di qua ngoai thanh Tay Luwong, gap di tich c6 nhan, tién triéu
canh vat nhu xwa, ma giang son da tram nam, cam xdc dang 1én cam but
viét ‘Truong dinh phd’, von la viét xong thi thoi, khong ngd bi bon ninh hot
bén canh trom lwu lai, khac 1én bia da — ké ra thi nét chit cia Co Quan la do
Mach Sam tién sinh hong nho dwong thoi mot tay day do, qua cé cho dang
hoc héi, chi la Iic viét Treong dinh thiép, y con tré, lai la thiéu nién dac
chi, khong khédi c6 chat khong biét troi cao dat day, chwa da hoa hau.
Nguoi da luyén chit, cé nhiéu c6 thiép nhw vay khong chép, vi sao phai
chép cua nguoi thoi nay?”

Treong Canh cudn to gidy da viét day chit, khong hé tiéc ré nhét vao bép:
“Ta titng nghe ké, Huyén Ung, Huyén Giap, Huyén Ky tam dai Huyén
Thiét doanh, & trong tay lao Hau gia dep yén mudi tam bd lac Bac man, sau
truyén dén dudi treéng tiéu Hau gia, lai khién han phi Tay Vuc cii dau —
Khong phai 1a ta thich nét chit caa y, ta chi mudn biét, nét chir do ban tay
nam tam dai Huyén Thiét doanh lwu lai la nhu thé nao.”

Cai mudi trén tay Tham tién sinh v6 thitc khudy trong noi, &nh mat lai tura
h6 da bay xa, mot Idc 1au méi cham rai n6i: “An Pinh hau ho C6 tén Quan,
tw T Hi, 1a doc t&r cda tredng cong chiia cua tién dé va lao Hau gia, thud
nho cha me mat sém, dwoc kim thwgng thwong hai, nudi trong cung, con
dac biét ban cho tap twdc, von trdi sinh la ngwdi nhan roi phi quy, lai phai
dén Tay Vuc an cat, anh hung hay khong thi ta khong biét, nhung chi s¢
dau 6c khoéng dugc tot [am.”

Tham tién sinh mdc trudng sam cii gidt dén bac mau, trén chéo do con dinh
dau m& tr cwong giap, c6 deo cai tap dé méc meo — nha khéng cé phu ni,
hai huynh dé nay séng véi nhau, chang ké nao ra gi, tap dé kia khong biét
c6 phdi la chua tirng giat hay khéng ma sém chang con nhin thay mau nén,
khodc trén nguoi trong that chang ra lam sao.

Chi c6 khuén mat ay duwong nét ro rang.
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Tham Dich miii cao thang, Iic khong néi cwdi, khuon mat nghiéng gan nhw
uy nghiém lanh dam, mi mat y run nhe, bong nhién thét ra: “Tw sau khi lao
Hau gia di, Huyén Thiét doanh cong cao chan chu, khién bén trén nghi ki,
lai thém trong triéu ninh than hoanh hanh...”

Thap Luc van khong Ién tiéng chgt mé miéng cat ngang: “Tham Dich.”

Hai ngudi ¢ canh bép cung nhin y, Thap Luc dang dam dam dom mot tdm
mang nhén nho nho trén khung ctra.

Thap Luc udéng rwgu khong 1én mat, cang uéng sac mat cang trang, mot
chit cam xuc déu thu vao trong mat, chang nhin thay ro.

Y thap giong: “Pirng noi bay ba.”

Huynh dé Tham thi binh thudng cyc ky khong biét 16n nho, ké lam huynh
dé bat kinh huynh trweéng, huynh treeéng ciing chiéu huynh dé nhw gi, ngay
ngay cai nhau om som tir s6ém dén khuya, thé nhung tinh cam rat tot.

Truwong Canh chuwa bao gio nghe thdy Thap Luc néi chuyén bang giong
diéu cing nhac nay.

Y troi sinh man cam, khong ro ndi tinh, lién cau may that sau.

Tham Dich can chat rang mot thoang, y thitc dwgc Treong Canh dang quan
sat minh, bén mién cudng thu lai cam xuc, cwoi néi: “Coi nhu ta 15 101 —
nhung phi bang triéu dinh chang phai la thitc nham Itc tra duw titu hau sao?
Ta chang qua tuy tién n6i mot chat.”

Trweong Canh nhan thdy bau khong khi xau ho, lién thong minh chuyén
huwéng deé tai, hoi: “Thé trong muoi nam tir Bac phat dén Tay chinh, Huyén
Thiét doanh vé ai quan?”

“Khong ai quan ca,” Tham Dich néi, “Sau khi Bac phat, Huyén Thiét
doanh mot do tram tich, ké thi di, ké thi chét, trong quan con lac dac vai lao
nhan, phan 16n cling nan chi nga long. Sau muwdi may nam, tinh binh ngay
tredc da sém doi mot thé hé khac, trang bi nhiéu nam chwa tirng thay méi
cling déu hong hoc hét ca, cho dén vai nam trede Tay Vuyc phan loan, triéu
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dinh khong con bién phap, méi dé An DPinh hau nhan nhiém vu ldc lam
nguy, bat dau lai Huyén Thiét doanh — Néi la Cé soai tiép quan Huyén
Thiét doanh, chi bang néi la y & Tady Vic mot lan nita mai gitia ra mot doi
quan tinh nhué. Néu c6 co hoi, ngwoi trai lai c6 thé hoc nét chit ctia y hién

»

tai.

Truwong Canh strng sot: “Chang 1€ Tham tién sinh tirng nhin thay nét chit vé
sau An DPinh hau viét?”

Tham Dich cwdi n6i: “Tuy rang hiém thay, nhung pho phuwong thinh thoang
cling lot ra mot hai t@, déu ty xung la hang that, c6 diéu la that hay gia thi
ta cling khong biét.”

Y vira n6i vira thoi khoi trang, bung do an Ién ban, Treong Canh biét diéu
t¢i gidp do, khi bung chéao di lwét qua Tham Thap Luc, lai bi con ma 6m
kia bat 14y ba vai.

Truwong Canh 16n nhanh hon thiéu nién binh thwdng, than hinh cao to hon
han ban cung lita, du cho xwong va thit chwa da, chiéu cao lai sap dudi kip
tiéu nghia phu r6i, thé nén vira hoi ngang dau da nhin vao mat Thap Luc.

Thap Luc ky thuc c6 déi mat hoa dao rat dién hinh, nhung chi khi anh mat
y r0i rac nhin khap noi méi nhan ra, bgi vi khi tam mat y ngung tu, trong
d6i dong tir &y phang phat c6 mot doi vie sdu may mu che phu, den kit
khong thay ro.

Trong long Truong Canh lai giat minh, y ha giong, c6 y dung cach xung ho
binh thwong minh khong hay dung: “Nghia phuy, sao vay?”

Thap Luc ho hitng néi: “Tré con choi gidn, khong nén sudt ngay muon lam
anh huing, anh hung c6 két cuc nao t6t dep khong? Con chi can ca doi an no
madc dm, khong sau lo gi, thi chinh la cudc séng t6t nhat roéi, cho du ting
thiéu nhan tan mot chut cling khong heé gi.”

Tham Thap Luc gid cam vo diéc thi nhiéu, hiém khi méi néi vai cau tiéng
nguoi, nhung vira mé miéng da hat nwdc lanh vao Truwong Canh.
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Mot ké tan phé dé mu dé diéc nhu y, dwong nhién khong c6 chi 16n, nhué
khi cling khong not. Nhung nhitng 16i nhut chi kiéu duwgc ngay nao hay
ngay ndy nhu vay, ngudi thiéu nién lam sao nghe lot n6i?

Trong long Truong Canh phan nao khong thodi mai, bdi vi cdm giac nhuw bi
coi thuong vay, y titc gian nghi tham: “Péu choi khong nhw nguoi thi twong
lai ai nudi gia dinh qua ngay? Ai cham lo cho nguoi com an ao mdc? Bung
la déng noi chuyén khong dau lung ma!”

Y tranh tay Thap Luc, néi ldy 1é: “Dtrng 16n xdn, coi chitng chdo n6ng lam
bong bay gio.”

1. Trung Quoc xwa chia than phan lam ctru lvu — chin loai, chia rd hon thi
c6 thuwgng va ha ctru lwu, tu cwde tite stra chan la dung kéo cat méng hodc
cac vét chai & ban chan.

Chuong 4: Cu dien

Tham gia khong chu trong “an khong néi nga khong néi” , vira an com,
Tham tién sinh vira giang “Pai hoc” cho Truwong Canh, gidng mot hoi mat
ludn trong diém, lai xen ca “cach bao dudng cwong giap trong mua dong”
vao. Ban than y la mot nguwdi theo hoc phai Tap Gia, cit nhé gi néi nay, cé
mot 1an khong biét thé nao ma con hao hitng giang cach phong va chita tri
dich ngua, khién ngay ca ké diéc la Thap Luc gia cting nghe khéng noi nita,
bat y ngdm miéng lai.

An xong néi xong, Tham tién sinh con chwa thda man ma don dep bat dia,
néi véi Treong Canh: “H6m nay ta phdi stta xong so trong giap nay, bon ho
chang bao gid chiu bao dudng, lam cac khép ri sét hét. Budi chiéu cé kha
nang ta con phai di mot chuyén dé hai it thdo dugc, bon Cat Ban Tiéu déu
xin nghi di choi r6i, ngwoi thi tinh thé nao?”

Trwong Canh: “Ta 1én déc ndi Twéng Quan luyén...”

Chit “kiém” con chwa néi ra, vira quay dau lai da thay Tham Thap Luc treo
thiét kiém ctia y trén twong, tuyén bo: “Nhi ti, di, cw dién c6 thé sap vao
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thanh r6i, ching ta di chung vui nao.”

Truwong Canh bat lyc: “Nghia phy, ta vira néi véi Tham tién sinh...”

Tham Thap Luc: “Cai gi? Con néi to 1én xem nao.”

Gioi, lai t&i nita.

Cu dién dén roi lai di, ndm nao cling nhv nam nay, Truong Canh chang
thdy c6 gi mGi mé dé xem, nhwng con chwa kip phén doi thi Thap Luc da
khong néi nang gi nira kéo ntra 16i ma day y di ra ngoai.

Hoang hon mua ha troi chwra hét néng, quan 4o mac trén nguwdi déu mong,
Thap Luc dan cd nguoi 1én lung Treong Canh, mui thuéc thoang thodng

nhw an nhw hién phtit chéc bao phu Trwong Canh, giong hét nhu trong giac
mao vay.

Truong Canh bong dung cam thdy khong dwgc ty nhién, lién lang 1€ cui
dau tranh né tiéu nghia phuy, bit miii quay dau di, lam bd hat xi.

Thap Luc cwdi tim tim tréu gheo: “C6 ngwdi nhd con roi. La tiéu cd6 nuong
mat tron nha Lao Vwong sao?”

Trwong Canh rot cudc khong nhin dwge hoi sam mat, cing nhac noi:
“Nghia phu dua véi van béi nhw vay co6 thich hgp khéng?”

Tham Thap Luc con khuya méi dé tam, cgt nha: “Khong thich hop sao? A,
ta tredc kia chuwa tirng lam cha ai, nén khong biét chirng muc thé nao, lan

L}

sau nhat dinh ta sé cha y.
Ai ma nghiém tic véi Tham Thap Luc thi nhét dinh bi y choc titc boc khoi.
Trwong Canh hat tay tén lwu manh mu6n béa vai minh, dan dau di ra ngoai.

Tham tién sinh & dang sau dan do: “Thap Luc, nguoi nhd vé sém bo cui
day!”

Tham Thap Luc di nhw boi dau dwéi chan, khong biét xdu ho néi: “Khong
nghe thay, tam biét!”
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Truwong Canh bi y day chay cham cham, hoi: “Nguoi rot cude diéc tir khi
nao vay?”

Tham Thap Luc chi cwdi khong dap, vé mat cao tham khé lwong.

Luc nay hai nguoi vira van di qua ctta chinh nha Trueong Canh, canh ctra
“két” mot tiéng chgt md ra.

Mot nit nhan vy dai mau trang di ra, Treong Canh thdy nit nhan ay, vé mat
burc boi pha lan bat dac di va n6i cau tite thi sitng lai.

Y giong nhw bi gidi m6t gdo nwdc lanh tir dau téi chan, anh mat vira nay
con dan con gian lap tic trong rong, ca sy gian dit 1an sitc séng cung bién
mat tam.

N nhan chinh la Ta Nuvong, me Trueong Canh trén danh nghia.

Tt Nuwong khong con tré, my mao lai chwa mat niva phan, ditng trong nang
mai, tita nhw mot birc phac hoa my nhan nhan tinh u nhién vay.

N nhan nhu thé, du 1a mot qua phy, cling that sy khong nén ha minh ga
cho mét bach hé con con trong mot trdn nho & bién thuy.

Tt Nuwong gat dau stra lai vat o, diu dang chao hoi Tham Thap Luc: “Thap
Luc gia.”

Tham Thap Luc chi Iwvu manh véi Tham Dich, vira dung t6i nit nhan thi y
t'c khac lac minh bién thanh mot phién phién quan t. Y hoi nghiéng
nguoi, khong nhin thang mat Td Nwong, nho nha 1é phép chao héi: “Tw phu
nhan, ta duwa Trueong Canh ra ngoai giai khuay.”

“Lam phién qua,” Tu Nwong cuwoi mim khong 10 rang, ké d6 quay sang
Truwong Canh, nhe nhang dan do: “H6m nay phu than con vé, néu di ra
ngoai, nhd mua mot hop son vé cho me.”

Tiéng noi chuyén nhe nht muoéi, ha mét hoi cling bay mat, nhung Trwong
Canh con chuwa kip tra 15i thi Tham diéc da dap trwée: “Oi, phu nhan cit yén

»

tam.
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Truwong Canh: “...”

Luc nay, Truong Canh mdéi dai khai tim dwgc mot chit vé quy luat diéc cua
nghia phu — 16i Tham Dich néi y nhat loat khong nghe thdy, nhitng nguoi
khac ndi thi phai xem c6 thich nghe hay khong, vé phan cac dai c6 nwong
tiéu tirc phy, cho du la mubi céi vo ve mét tiéng, y cling c6 thé nghe khong
s6t mot chit nao.

Ham an biéng lam thi da danh, con la mot ké sac hoai nita chi?!

Cau “bén ngoai vang ngoc, bén trong thoi rita” , y nhuw la lwgng than lam
cho riéng y vay.

Khi cy dién trd vé, 1i tré chd nhat nhan thyc cing muwdi dam tdm thon lan
can chay tdi xem ndo nhiét tu tap & cong thanh, vira dong nguoi, lién co ké
c6 6c¢ kinh doanh dén ban thitc an, dan dan hinh thanh mét cai chg quy mo
khong nhd, dan ban dia goi la “chg Nhan Tw”.

Tham Thap Luc chwa bao gio biét xem sac mat ngwoi ta — nhin thdy ciing
lam bo khong thay.

Y gidong nhv khong hé nhan thdy tam trang dita con nudi khong tét, hao
hitng chay t&i chay lui trén Nhan Tw chat nich ngwdi, gap cai gi cling rat
hirng thu.

Trewong Canh tdm trang buc boi, lai con phaéi theo sat y khong roi mot tac,
thwong xuyén lwu y khong dé y bi lac.

M4y nam nay thé dao khong tot, 1ao bach tinh déu ngheo, buén ban trén
chg phan 16n la san vat néng gia, do an thitc uong déu chang cé gi ngon,
buon chan muén chét.

Péu néi cudc séng kho khan la do chién tranh, thué ma nam sau nang hon
nam tredc. Nhung ky thue trede day cling ¢6 chién tranh, danh xong mot
tran con c6 thé nghi ngoi mot thoi gian, ay thé ma mdy nam nay khong biét
cé lam sao, moi ngudi giong nhw chwa bao gio dwgce nghi xa hoi vay.
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Tinh ra chang qua hai muwoi nam, Pai Lwong truedc la Bac phat, sau lai Tay
chinh, tr¢ thanh dai quoc, t& phwong triéu bai, uy nghi dén nhwong nao?

Thé nhuwng 1do bach tinh ngay cang ngheo, ciing that la ki la thay.

Truwong Canh di lang thang chan gan chét, chi mudn ngap dai, mong tén
nha qué Tham Thap Luc gap cai gi cling t0 mo nay sém hét hitng, sém cho
y vé, y tha di lam trg thu cho Tham tién sinh con hon.

Tham Thap Luc mua mot boc dau nwéng mudi den si, vira di vira dung tay
bdc an, sau dau nhw c6 mat, tho mét tay chuan xac nhét mot hat dau mudi
vao miéng Truong Canh.

Trewong Canh bi bat ngd, khong can than liém phai ngoén tay doi phuong,
trong con hodng loan y can ludn tring luwdi minh, tic khac bat mau, dau
qua thét 1én mot tiéng, phan nd tritng Tham Thap Luc dai hoa nay.

“Hoa tan con n@ lai, nién thiéu chang quay vé.” Tham Thap Luc khong
quay dau lai, nhén mét hat dau gio 1én nham ngay huwéng théai dwong. Doi
tay y that 1a dep, thon dai trang non, nhw doéi tay cong tit thé gia, von nén

cam sach hodc nhén ¢, chang hgp chit nao véi hat dau nwéng den si.

Tham Thap Luc ra vé 6ng cu non: “Chd treéng thanh la con sé biét, thoi
thiéu nién ctia mét nguwdi chi dugc ti teo nhw hat ddu, chép mat la qua, ca
doi cling khong quay lai dwoc, dén ltc do con sé hiéu minh da phi hoai bao
nhiéu nam thang.”

Trewong Canh: “...”7

That s 1a y v6 luan thé nao ciing khong nghi thong, sao Tham Thap Luc cé
thé day mdt néi ngudi khac “phi hoai nam thang” cho duoc.

Pring lic nay, dam dong & gan cong thanh dot nhién reo ho.

Cho du la mu dé, ciing c6 thé nhin thay “cy dién” dap xudng noi chan troi
dang xa.
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Vo6 s0 héa si chia 1én trdi, tat ca khoi trang dong loat tao ra ngan tang van
son, hoi nwdc nhe mot dam bong tir cttu trung lang tiéu roi xudng.

Sau d6, mot con thuyén khong 16 10 mad hién ra gitta khéi séng ménh mang,
tdm con giao long hung vi & dau thuyén trong ct nhw that, ching chiém git
hai bén hong thuyeén, bé nghé vo song ré may ma dén.

Tham Thap Luc thoat dau sttng sot, doan y chgt nghiéng tai, not ru6i chu sa
trén vanh tai tya ho 16e anh do, y nhiu may, khé 1am bam: “Sao nam nay
thuyén lai nhe nhw vay?”

Nhung xung quanh toan la tiéng u u dinh tai nhitc 6c ctia cy dién cung tiéng
nguoi la hét huyén ndo, mot tiéng néi tham thoang nhw thé dai nay nhanh
chéng bién mat tam, ngay ca Truong Canh theo sat bén canh y cling khong
nghe thay.

L{ tré con bat dau bung cai gié tric nhoé ctia minh, chen lay dun day tranh
vi tri, cho dén nhan thuc.

Trén thanh, mét t6p quan binh xép hang chay cham ra, binh truyén 1énh
ding doi lénh sau “dong hong” cao ba trugng.

“Dong hong” nhw mot cai loa to dat ngwoc, nam ngang trén twong thanh,
bén ngoai c6 mot vong ri dong xanh biéc, ri loang 16 dep mat, nhu la cham
hoa vay.

Binh truyén lénh kia hit sdu mét hoi, nham ngay mot dau dong hong, 1én
giong, am thanh tr “dong hong” khong 16 truyén ra, dugc khuéch dai may
chuc lan, vang vong nhu chudng 16n vay.

“Nhan vé, mé& — song — ngam - “

Hai hang quan binh theo 1énh nam nhitng banh xe bang go khong 16 trén
thanh 1au, dong thoi quat to mot tiéng. Ho ¢di tran 16 ra gan cot, dong loat
dung Iyc, banh xe go trén cao “cot két” quay, mot con dwong 16n bang da
tang dwdi thanh lau chia ra lam d6i, vo s6 banh rang khép nhau bat dau
quay tron, gach @ hai bén phan thanh hai dwong rut di ngugc nhau.
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Pai dia da nt ra, dé 10 con song ngam sau tham, chdy qua ca Nhan Hoi
tiéu tran.

Binh truyén lénh théi 1én tiéng ken dung duc ngan nga, truyén ra tir dong
hong, xuyén thau hét thdy vang vong ma di.
Trén cy dién ciling dap lai mot tiéng ken dai, tiép do v6 s hoa si dong thoi
phat lyc, hoi nwéc chung quanh nhr may mu von trén dinh nai phut ra mot
cach dién cuong — n6 chuan bi ha xuéng roi.

Dot “nhan thyc” dau tién rac xuéng tung tée nhw thién nit rdi hoa, 1t nhéc
bén duéi phat dién, nhao nhao vuon tay tranh doat.

Pang ti€c, doan dwong rai nhan thyc khong hé dai, cw dién nhanh chéng
dap xubng con song ngam, virng vang dau trén mat nwdc tredc mat moi
nguoi.

Than thuyén uy nghiém, anh sang nhat ctia kim loai duwgm khi sat phat khé
ta ro, tiéng ken tir trén thuyén truyén dén bi trang la lung, vong mai khong
th6i, ca Nhan Hoi trdn déu bi cdng hudng tiéng “u u” dy, nhw nhitng vong
hon ngan nam trén sa treong nhat té tinh lai hoa chung tiéng hat vay.

Cv dién cham rai xudi con séng ngam vao thanh, nwéc chdy ao ao, binh
truyén lénh lai cao giong hd mot tiéng.

“Tat—den -

Hoa si @ hai canh cy dién theo d6 tat phut, khong trung pha dén mui khét
nhu sau khi dot phao. Cy dién xubi dong, giao long quanh than thuyén
phang phat ngung tré ¢ do dang nao do6 trong dong thoi gian, mang theo
than tinh yéu ta.

Trewong Canh chen chic trong ddm dong cham chu nhin cy dién dan dén
gan, du ngoai miéng néi khong muén dén, va qua that cling tirng xem rat
nhiéu lan cy dién quay vé, nhwng khi doi mat y van phai chan dong vi than
hinh cta vat khong 16 ay.
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Cuy dién Bac tuan con nhw thé, vay Huyén Thiét tam dai doanh lgi khi quoc
gia, lai sé la phong thai ra sao?

Thiéu nién bi nhot trong mot goc xa x6i chat hep cia Nhan Héi tiéu tran,
qua thyc ngay ca nghi cling khong nght ra.

Cu dién tGi gan, hoi néng cua hoa si da tat hat vao mat, Tredng Canh theo
ban nang tim nguwdi bén canh, dan do: “Cy dién dén roi, bén nay déng
nguwoi qua, chung ta lui lai mot chut di.”

Khoéng ai tra 101, y chang tim dwgc gi, Treong Canh quay dau phat hién
nghia phu phién phitc kia khong biét tir khi nao da mat tam.

Chuong 5: Tu Nuong
Trwong Canh kiéng chan nhin qua dam dong mot cach kho khan, kéu to:
“Thap Luc!”

Khong ai tra 10i, dam dong dudi theo cw dién bat dau ua hét tGi, c6 ngwoi
reo ho, c6 ké kéu “dén r6i” , con c6 ké phan no la “ding chen lan”.

Trwong Canh may lan bi nguwoi ta dung phai, khién Itra gian cang boc cao,
tic sui bot mép gao: “Nghia phu!”

Pam dong doc theo con song ngam khong ngirng do tdi, Treong Canh vira
tim kiém vira ditng vitng mot cach kho khan treéc dong nguwdi ngugce 1én,
nhanh chéng va mo hoi vi ddm dong chen lan, chit chan dong vi cy dién
ban ndy da khong con sét lai chiut nao. Pung trung nghia phu nhuv vay,
khong biét phdi tén tho bao nhiéu nam!

Treong Canh titc t6i nghi bung: “Tham Thap Luc ro la dn no ritng md,
néng nuwe nhw thé, thiéu gi viéc dé lam, lai nhat dinh doi di xem nguoi!”

Prung lic nay, khong xa cé nguwdi gao to: “Dirng chen lan nita, c6 ngudi roi
')’

xuong roi

Truong Canh dang nhin ngang ngé doc khong ty cha dugc trong qua
phuong huéng tiéng gao truyén dén.
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Pam dong & bo song bat dau hon loan trong quy mé6 nho.

“Oi me 0i, sao lai roi xuoéng that roi!”

")

“Qua beén kia tim quan gia trong ca truc di
“Xin nhuwong cho! Xin nhuwong cho! Khong di duwgc vay...”

Truong Canh vira dinh nhuong dwong cho nguwoi dang lieu mang lach ra thi
mang mang nghe thay c6 ké néi mét cau: “Thap Luc gia, can than!”

Truong Canh giat minh, hoai nghi than kinh minh qua cang thang, budc 1én
phia tredc mot bude, tim mot ngwoi vira tir chd b song chen ra: “Ai roi
xuong? Khong phai Tham Thap Luc chi?”

Nguoi no gat bira mét cai, chang biét c6 nghe rd Triwdng Canh hoi gi hay
khong: “Hinh nhw vay — dé ta ra trwdc nao.”

Trong dau Truong Canh “Uynh” mot tiéng, dang ditng trong séng nhiét
néng ham hap cua cy dién nhung sau lwng lai toat mo hoi lanh chang ding
lic chit nao. Y 1ap tic hit sdu mot hoi, chan khong cham dat ngwgc dong
nguoi chen dén bo séng, 1do ddo vai bwdc mdi vin lan can ditng virng lai.

Y hoang loan tho dau nhin xuéng, qua nhién thdy mot nguoi tray trat quay
dap dué6i nudc.

Mat s6ng ngam kia cach mat dat sau bdy tregng, khong nhin thiy day, boc
l1én hoi lanh tham u, titng dot song trang tinh danh qua, nguwdi dudi song
1énh dénh khong noi bam viu, ngay cd mot chit dong tinh cling chang nghe
dwgc, can ban khong thay 10 1a ai.

Truwong Canh céi 4o ngoai: “Nhuwong dwong, lam phién nhwong duong!”
Bén canh c6 nguoi kéu: “Khong thé tryc tiép xuéng dau, mau ldy mot sgi
day thtrng cho thiéu nién kia di!”

Khong biét la ai ba chan bon cang nhét mét sgi day thitng vao tay, Trudong
Canh nhan 13y, ngang dau nhin cy dién co ho da gan trong gang tac mot cai,
van nhay xuong khong chiit do du.
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“Kéo chat! Nhanh 1én nhanh 1én, cy dién dén la nguwoi sé bi xo di day!”

Cu dién sap stta lwét qua ngay 1ap tirc lam con séng ngam x0 1én mot dot
song 1én cao hon mét nguwoi, Treong Canh vira méi xuéng nwdc, da tirc thd
vi bi danh ngay vao nguc, y uéng mot ngum nuwdc, suyt nita bi cuon di, lién
vOi vang tim chat sgi day thirng trén bo thong xubng, ra sitc lau mat mot
phen.

Tiéng nwdc va cy dién gidm toc do am am bén tai, tredc mat toan la séng
nuwdc, Treong Canh mang mang nghe thay trén b c6 ngudi ho: “Ping tha
day nita! Cy dién dén roi, mau kéo thiéu nién kia l1én, khéng con kip nita
dau!”

Trwong Canh: “Cho mot chat!”

Nhung tap am dudi nwdc to dén mitc ca tiéng la cia chinh minh ma y ciing
khong nghe 0.

Y vira lieu mang phat tay ra hiéu cho ngudi trén bo dirng kéo day, vira gang
sttc boi dén noi song x0 manh nhat.

Trong canh hon loan c6 nguwdi tim ban tay y dang s& soang khap noi,
Truwong Canh khong kip nghi nhiéu, ndm ngugc ¢ tay nguwdi no kéo vao
long, khong doi y thdy ro 1a ai, cw dién da “u u” chay dén.

Nguoi trén bo khong dam tri hoan thém, sgi day thung tho rap da thit chat
that Iuwng y, sttc manh danh t6i, ngudi Treong Canh chot triu xuéng, dugc
may han t trén bo hgp luc kéo 1én.

Vra 1én khéi mat nwédc, y mdéi cdm thay trong lwgng trong tay khong duing.
Trwong Canh chdp roi bot nwéc quanh 16ng mi, dot nhién phat hién y 1oi
1én can ban khong phai Tham Thap Luc, ma la m6t dita bé muwdi mot mwoi
hai tu6i — nha dau dém Tao Nuwong Tir.

Lic nay, mot tiéng ken ngan dai trén cy dién nhw truong dao dam vao tai
vang ong ong, Truong Canh khong kip nghi nhiéu, hét 16n mot tiéng, dwa
Tao Nwong T ngac ngodi 1én tredc.
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Nguwai trén bo hé nhau lan luwgt kéo hai thiéu nién 1én, nhwng van cham, hai
chan Truwong Canh con & ngoai b song, cy dién da lao vit t6i khong hé
dirng lai, m6t héa si sap stta quét tring chan y, né con chwa dén ma lé
phong néng ruc da cudn tdi truede, khién da thit dau rat.

“Khong thé dung vao héa si!”
“Can than!”

Lic nay, mot doi tay tai nhot dot nhién chia ra, xuyén qua moi tiéng thét,
tum hai tay Trwong Canh kéo ca nguoi bay vot 1én, mot vong nguoi chung
quanh tap thé kinh ho khom lwng, Tredng Canh cdm thady minh sap stta bay
thang ra ngoai, nhung ngay sau dé y da roi vao long mot nguoi.

Y khong nhin dwoc hit sdu mét hoi, mui thuéc nhdy mat x6c vao miii,
Trwong Canh ngang phat 1én, chop miii suyt nita co tring khuén cam nhw
dao got ctia Tham Thap Luc.

Tham Thap Luc mat tram nhw nwdc: “Ta mdi lo 1a mot chit, ma con da gay
hoa roi!”

Treong Canh bi y tranh n6i truedc, nhat thoi khong thot dugc gi.

Tham Thap Luc n6i gian: “Trén bo ngan dy quan binh, can mot dita tré
ranh nhuv con ditng ra cttu nguoi sao?”

Truwong Canh: “...”

Trai tim thap thém treo cao roi phich xuéng cho cii, mau dong & nguc tudn
ra t& chi té dai nhw v& dé, dén lic nay, hoi thd dau tién méi phun ra toan
bd, khé chiu dén mitrc ngii tang luc phtt muon 16n ngwoc, hai chan mém
nhiin suyt nita khong ditng noi.

Tao Nuwong Tt da dugc khiéng sang bén kia, sac sua mot hoi roi tir ti tinh
lai. Tham Thap Luc thay dita tré d6 khong c6 gi dang ngai, lién dan Truwong
Canh chui ra khéi dam dong. Y cau may rat sau, 16i Trweong Canh dang
nhiin chan phdi loang choang, vira di vira qué mang: “P6 néng cta hoda si
con chwa giam, van nhat bi n6 cham phai la c6 thé mat luén nira cai chan,

https://thuviensach.vn



con tinh lam mot ké thot hét nita doi sau a? B6 nhéc con khéng biét nang

2»

nhe...

Trwong Canh run ray dinh than lai, con chwa kip n6i gi da phai nghe Tham
dé diéc lam ac nhan cédo trang trudc, thé la mot bau lra gian 1ap titc so6i
trao.

Y citng c6 quat: “Ta con cho la ngwoi bi roi xuoéng!”

Tham Thap Luc nhwéng hang 16ng may dai da tinh: “B6t tim ¢ di, ta 16n
thé nay roi, sao lai vd duyén vo c@ roi xudng séng dwoc?”

Trewong Canh: “...”7

Trai tim hé quan tdm la loan cua y hoan toan bi coi thanh gan phoi lira,
nhiét khi tir c6 tudn thang dén tai, do birng hét 1én, nhat thoi khong 1o la
xau ho hay gian dit, chi biét la nwéc pham da khong thé lam gi dwgc mot
bung yéu hoa nay. (Gan phdi ltra rat khé an nén ré nhu beéo, trong khi hao
tam thi dat. )

“Puogc roi, dirng ¢ day on ao nita,” Tham Thap Luc s0 mai téc dai sling
nuéc ctia Truong Canh, cdi ngoai bao khoéac cho, “O' day qua loan, hom
nay ta tam khong tranh cai véi con, mau vé nha thay quan ao, coi chirng
cam lanh.”

Y trai lai con rat rong lwgng!

Truwong Canh noi gian dung dung hat tay Thap Luc, dong tac hoi manh, ban
tay khong biét dung phai vat citng gi trong tay do, lam xwong dau nhoi.

Tham Thap Luc noi: “A, do6 la son ta m@i mua, nhé mang vé cho me con...
O, Trwong Canh, con di dau thé?”

Truwong Canh khong doi y ditt cau, da chang néi mét 10i bé y lai ma chay
mat.

Ky thyc Trieong Canh biét minh chi dang c6 tinh gay sw théi. Y don thuan
tin theo an twgng dau, chi nghe mot cau, can ban chwa thdy r6 la ai bi roi,
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da hoang hot nhday xudng nuwdc trudc, bi nghia phu quéd mang la khong
trach duoc.

Nhung vira nghi dén khi minh néng long nhw Itra dét, tén sac hoai kia lai
thanh thoi ditng chon son, y lién titc gian dén dau ca nguc, vo ludn thé nao
cling khong dan xudng noi.

Tham Thap Luc ty dwng bi Trweong Canh bo lai, ling ting s s& miii, chang
tai nao hiéu no6i, danh phai quy cho la nam hai déu c6 do tudi hi nd vo
thwong nhuw vay. Thap Luc gia lan dau lam cha hoi kho nado, nghi bung:
“Sém biét vay da gitt thiét oan khau lai hom sau hang cho, lan nay gian that
r0i, phai do danh sao day?”

Y chap tay sau lung ditng cach bo s6ng ngam khong xa khong gan, cw dién
da am am di qua, anh den & phan dudi lic sang lic t6i, con séng ngam phia
sau cham rai dong lai, Tham Thap Luc chi kh6 ndo giay lat, lién bat dau
nhin cham cham huwéng ngon deén sau, nhung anh mat khong rdi rac nhw
binh thwong khi nhin ra xa, sau dé tw ttv nhiu may.

Bong nhién, than hinh y thoang cai da nhw ca boi ma mat hit trong dam
déng, chan budc khong mot tiéng dong, di nhanh chéng vo cung, chd hé 1é
mé nhu binh thwdng buéc qua bac ctra cling phai ctii dau nhin ca budi.
Trwong Canh u rii tré vé nha, gié néng théi qua nwdc song lanh budt trén
ngwoi lam y binh tinh hon, vé titc gian day trén mat dan dan tiéu tan.

DPo6i mat y cuc ky giong Ta Nwong, khuon mat mai phat trién dwong nét rat
sau, c6 mot chat khong giong ngwdi Trung Nguyén... nhung cling khong
giong ngoai toc lam, tém lai do6 la vé anh tuan rat dac biét.

Trwong Canh vira budc mot chan vao cira, da gap lao tru nwong kiéng doi
chan bo nhin ra ngoai, thdy y nhéch nhéac, lao tru nwong thoat tién giat ndy
minh: “Oi, sao lai bién thanh nhu thé?”

“Khong sao,” Truong Canh ué oai noéi, “Cé ngudi roi xuong song, ta tién
tay kéo 1én, lam w6t hét ca nguoi.”
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Lao tru nwong buwdc nho di theo sau y, dong dai: “Phu nhan noi chuwa voi
don com, t6i thay chac la ba muén cho bach ho lao gia — PBuing r6i, phu
nhan bdo thiéu gia bao gid vé thi dén phong ba mot chuyén, néi la cé chuit
viéc riéng gitta hai me con.”

Truwong Canh dirng chan, ba vai khong ty chu dwgc cang 1én, gidy lat sau y
gat dau v6i khuon mat khong biéu cam, tredc tién vé phong thay quan ao
kho, vira bue bdi vira can than gap gon ngoai bao cia Tham Thap Luc dem
cat, xong roi méi cam hop son di sang phong Tu Nuong.

Ldo tri nwong rat to mo vé moéi quan hé mau tr quy di gitta ho, khong dam
cong khai tham do, danh phai di theo nghe ngong.

Pén trwdc cta phong Ta Nuwong, Truwong Canh sita sang lai do mii dang
hoang, trinh trong nhw muon gap khach, trong chinh té quy cu roi, lic nay
md&i go ctra, cui dau ha mat goi: “Me.”

Trong phong truyeén ra tiéng nit nhan lanh tanh: “Vao di.”

Trewong Canh mé cita, sau khi vao phong lai quay dau nhin lwét qua, lao tru
nwong nhin 1én gdp anh mat y thi giat minh voi va ngé di cho khac, sau do
tho dau dom lan nita thi ctta da dong lai, chang trong thay gi.

Trong phong Tu Nwong rat téi, ctra s6 huwdng mat troi da bi kéo réem.

Ba ta giong nhu khong muon thay anh sang, mot minh ngo6i trong mot goc
t0i om, trdc mat la gwong trang diém.

Nhin thay bong lung ba ta, Trudng Canh thodng nhiu may — Tu Nuong
chang biét uong nham thudc gi ma mac do ngan va vay(1) mau vang nhat,
chai kiéu téc cua thiéu nit chwa ga chong. Nam thang tham tinh hau nghia,
lai thém trong phong kha t6i, dé dang che di vai nép nhan nhoé noi khoe
mat, nén trong c nhw mot thiéu nit doi tam vay.

Treong Canh md& miéng mudn goi, Td Nuwong lai no6i trede: “Khodng céd
nguoi khac, khong duwgc goi ta la me — Ba mua son chwa?”
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Truwong Canh nghe vay, khong n6i mot 10i nudt lai tiéng “me” thit hai, dé
ngili tang luc phu tiéu héa sach, sau dé di t6i, viit nhe hop son dugc i dm
trong tay lén ban trang diém cta Tu Nuwong.

“Oi, hop ndy mau dep, twoi tin.” Td Nwong rét cudc nd nu cwdi mim bin
xin.

Ba ta dung dau ngén tay quét mdt it son, boi 1én doi moi nhgt nhat, hao
hitng ngdm nghia minh trong gwong, hoéi: “Dep khong?”

Truong Canh than sac lanh dam ding bén khong 1én tiéng, trong long am
tham 1ay lam la, khong biét Tu Nwong ty duwng goi minh téi lam gi.

Y dang nghi nhw vay thi m6t bén mi mat dot nhién giat giat khong hé bao
trwdc, Truong Canh giat minh, trong minh minh giong nhw tdm sinh dy
cam xau.

Pung lic nay, Td Nuwong mdé miéng: “Vé sau & trdc mat nguwdi ngoai cling
khong can goi ta la me nita, duyén phan giita mau t¥ ching ta, h6m nay
xem nhw két thic.”

No6i xong ba ta ngang khuon mat trang diém rang rd, chia doi tay nhw cong
hanh, giong nhw dinh chinh lai ¢6 do cho Trwong Canh.

Trwong Canh bat ngd né ra sau: “Y ba 1a sao?”

1. Loai vay nay goi la “nhu quan” gom 4o ngan (nhu) khong qua dau goi va
vay dai (quan) , xudt hién tir thoi Chién quoc, phat trién tir thoi Nguy Tan,
dac biét thinh hanh vao thoi Pudng, dén thoi Nguyén Minh thi khéng con
lwu hanh nita.

Chuwong 6: Nguyén raa
Ta Nwong cuai, lo dénh 14y tay ve.

Mobi ba ta b6i son do Tham Thap Luc mua, lam khuon mat tai nhgt doan
trang bong c6 thém mat chit diém sac, nhw mot déa hoa da hit no mau twoi
vay.
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“Ta biét trong long ngwoi van ludén nghi hodc, hém nay vira van c6 co hoi,
chi bang ching ta n6i cho r6 rang di — Nguoi qua that khong phdi con rudt
cda ta,” Ta Nuong néi, “Ta ndi nhu vay, trong long ngwoi c6 dé chiu hon
khong?”

Khoée mat Treong Canh giat nhe, du sao thi y cling con tré, van chwa thé
gidu kin hi no.

Trén doi nay, bang hitu tot hon hay su treéng than hon cling chang ai c6 thé
thay thé mau than, du la phu than ciing khong dwgc — Khong phai la
Truong Canh khong ao wéc c6 mau than, nhung déi khi, néu biét rd mong
muoén khong thé thanh, con khong chiu chap nhan trwéc s6 phan, vay thi
qua la kho, chinh minh ciing phai cdm thdy minh dang thwong.

Trewong Canh tirng vo so 1an nghi tham trong bung, y tuyét doi khong thé la
con rudt cia Ta Nuong, hién gio nhan dwgc dap an khong hé bat ngo, trong
long nhat thoi lai trong rong, chang ro la cdm giac gi.

Dy cdm xdu trong long Truong Canh dan tang lén, y dé phong hoi: “Dot
nhién néi may chuyén nay véi ta lam gi?”

Tt Nwong soi gwong ngam nghia dung nhan minh. C6 kha nang la phan
nhiéu lam mat hoi nhgt nhat, thé 1a ba ta can than lay it son, boi déu 1én hai
ma.

“‘Treong Canh’ la nhi danh ta dat cho nguoi,” Tu Nuong noi, “Nguoi
Trung Nguyén bon ho néi ‘Dong c6 Khai Minh, Tay c6 Truong Canh’, no
xuat hién lic hoang hén méi moc, cai quan viéc sat phat, khong may man.
Nguoi chdy trong minh dong mau cao quy nhat va cling nho ban nhat trén
thé gidi, troi sinh la mot quai vat dang sg, dat tén nay la khong thé hop
hon.” (Khai Minh la sao Mai, Truong Canh la sao Hom)

Trwong Canh lanh lung trd 10i: “Chang phai ta dugce sinh ra khi ba Iwru lac
Son Tay bi son phi bat di sao? Mudi ngon tay cling chang du dé dém s6 cha
cta ta — Con ctia cwong dao, cao quy & cho nao?”
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Ta Nwong thoang sitng nguoi, khong quay dau lai, son ciing chang che
duwgce vé nhot nhat trén mat, trong déi mat phang phat biét néi kia thoang
qua than sac dau dén, song lai nhanh chéng lang xudng, tan vao sw binh
tinh dién cuong.

Ky ttc ban so cia Trweong Canh chinh 1a & trong hang 6 son phi, Tu Nuong
luén nhot y trong chan thitc an tan ra mui méc meo, xuyén qua khe hé gitra
nhitng manh g6 muc, Treong Canh bé nhé cé thé nhin thdy dam son phi
say khudt xong vao.

Pam han tr tho 16 da man d6 hodc la ra tay danh, hodc la giao cau véi ba ta
ngay tredc mat Tiéu Trueong Canh.

Ban dau, bon son phi canh chirng T Nwong rat nghiém; r6i dan dan, thay
TG Nwong nhu nhwge dé bat nat, khong biét phan khang, ching cling lién
budng long, sau d6 tham chi tha ra dé hau ha ching an uéng nhw cac day t6
gia trong son trai. Td Nwong ha doc hét cac giéng nuwdc lan may tram vo
rwou, troi cling khong biét ba ta kiém dau ra nhiéu doc nhw vay.

T Nwong dung mot cai bat nhé muic nwée giéng c6 doc cho Truwong Canh
udng, song chd y that sy uéng roi, ba ta lai giobng nhw héi han, liéu mang
moc hong bat y non ra.

Tt Nuwong diu Treong Canh thoi thop trong cai gui tric, tay cam mat thanh
cwong dao, nhin thdy ké nao chwa tat thd la x6ng dén boi thém mot nhat
dao.

Trwong Canh nhé rd, ngay hom doé ba ta mac chiéc vay dé nhuom dam mau
twoi, hat dau hoa va ti¢ lwu kim ma tén trum tho phi tang trir ra khap nii,
mot moi Itta dot trui noi nay, roi dua minh di.

Trong sinh ménh ngan ngli hon chuc nam nay, Td Nuong tirng vo so lan
muon giét y, hét ép y udng rugu doc, lai dung dao dam vy, tréi y vao ngua
16i di, tham chi vo s6 lan dém khuya tinh mong, cdm xtc d6t nhién mat
khong ché, con toan diung chan lam y chét ngat...
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Nhwng moi lan déu dirng ciong triede bo vire ma dé lai cho y mot cai mang
nho.

Cling dé€ lai cho y mot chiit do twéng khong thurce té.

Truong Canh c6 hét sitc binh tinh noéi: “Ba nghi nhiéu ro6i, ta chwa bao gio
coi ba la me rudt ca, chi la ta van cam thay s& di ba han ta, chinh do ta la
noi nhuc bon phi d€ lai cho ba.”

Tt Nwong do dan ngoi doi dién v6i guwong, sac mat ngay cang nhgt nhat,
rat lau sau bong than tha: “Hai tt, ta c6 16i v&i nguoi.”

Trong nhay mat ba ta néi ra cau nay, van ngan dé phong va oan han trong
long Trwong Canh suyt nita tan hét, bay gio y méi biét, thi ra ngan dy am
rc t nho dén 16n, chi mot cau nay la c6 thé dé dang hoa giai.

Song thiéu nién mwdi bon tudi nay dung hét khi lyc toan than nén nwéc mat
lai, r6i mét mai hoi: “Hién gid ba noi véi ta nhitng diéu nay la c6 tinh toan
gi? Lwong tam lén tiéng, mudn gidi doc cho ta, hay dit khoat giét luon ta
di?”

Tt Nwong nhin y bang anh mat ky di, giéng nhw thiéu nién ay la mot moén
do quy bau: “Nguoi biét...”
Truwong Canh: “Ta dwong nhién biét, vi bat dau tir ngay dén Nhan Hoi tiéu

tran, khong mot dém nao ta khong mo thady ac mong, du la ban ngay chop
mat nghi ngoi, cling choang tinh day khoi béng de.”
Chi trir dém hom treéc — mach suy nghi ctia Treong Canh trong nhay mat

da tan loan, chgt héi han vi da gian Thap Luc.

Trwong Canh: “Ta ty nhan minh dén tudi nay van chwa cé cong tich gi,
nhung cling chra lam may viéc then vgi long, nao cé nhiéu quy canh ba
dén gb ctra nhu vay? Chang lé trén doi con c6 quai bénh hang dém gdap ac
mong sao?”

Tu Nuwong nhéch khoe méi dé tham thanh mot nu cwdi quy di, anh mat
cham rai dirng & thiét odn khau trén c6 tay Trweong Canh, trong mat cé tia
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sang sac bén, nhw an gidau maot doi doc tién 6 dau: “Nguwoi con biét nhitng gi
nita?” (O dau 1a mot loai doc dwgc manh nhat trong thoi dai vii khi lanh)
Trewong Canh vo thitc kéo thiét odn khdu veé trong tay ao, chi cam thay bi ba
ta nhin thoi cling la lam ban thi¢ ay roi.

“Ta con biét hai nam trwdc & quan ngoai, bay séi dudi giét ta khong phai tw
minh chay t6i, ma la bi nguwoi khac triéu t6i — D6 la ba dang canh cao, ta
chay khong thoat néi, ba c6 ca td bién phap dé giét ta, ding khong?”
Truwong Canh binh tinh néi, “Chi c6 man t6c mdi biét cach diéu khién li
suc sinh d6. Sau khi dén Nhan Hoi tran, ba lién tuc lién lac v&i bon man t6c
— Ta doan ba ciing la nit nhan man t0c, hoi nhé ta bi ba nhoét trong td, nhin
thdy mot nam nhan x6ng vao xé quan ao ba, trén nguwc ba c6 mét hinh dau
s0i.”

Tt Nuong nd nu cuwdi tram tram: “Man toc, nguoi lai goi ching ta la man

2

toc...
Ba ta cang lic cang cudi to, dén cudi cung co ho thé khong ra hoi.

Dot nhién, tiéng cuwdi choi tai ctia Tt Nuwong ngirng bat, ba ta 6m nguc ho
di¥ d6i, Truong Canh theo ban nang gio tay nhu muén dd, sau do lai tw
minh nhan ra, vo0i rut phat vé nhu co giat, cac dot ngén tay nam chat lai.

Mot dong mau nhé chdy qua ké ngoén tay Ta Nwong, roi xudng vat vay
vang nhat, c6 mau tim den nhin ma ghé nguoi.

Truong Canh giat ndy minh, r6t cudc tién 1én mot budce: “Ba...”

TG Nuwong tim tay y, lifu mang muwgn lwc nang lung thang 1én, run ray nhw
mot chiéc 14 kho trong gié lanh. Ba ta thd doc may hoi, 1ay nita manh ngoc
boi uyén wong tinh dé dwéi day hop guwong lwge, mang theo mau day tay
cung nhét cho Trwong Canbh.

Mat ba ta trang nhu tuyét, doi moi nhudm mdau con chéi mat hon son, doi
mat sung huyét nhin cham cham Trwong Canh: “Ta khong phai 1a Ta
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Nwong, dé la tén cta nit nhan Trung Nguyén cac nguoi, ta la H6 Cach Nhi,
y nghia la t& lvu kim duéi long dat...”

Ba ta dang néi thi ty minh bj sdc, lai ho mot tran té tam liét phé, sau do
phun ra mot bing mau, nhudém do vat ao trudc cua Treong Canh.

“T@ lwu kim... xui xéo.” Ni* nhan hoi nitc nd mét cach ky di, hé hap dan
gap hon, nguwc phap phong nhw mét cai 6ng bé cti, “Ty ty ta la than nit caa
treong sinh thién(1) , lang than cling phai béi lay, nguoi...”

“Nguoi la tiéu quai vat mot tay ta nudi nang,” Ba ta thoi thép cuwoi, “Khong
ai yéu nguoi, khong ai doi xwr that long véi nguoi...”

Ba ta gidy giua bau c6 tay Trwong Canh, nhithg méng tay sac bén dam vao
thit y, tdim 14y thiét oan khdu thiéu nién dang deo: “Pay la Van Ban oan
khau trong Huyén Thiét khinh gidp — 1a d6 dac ché cua bon hac quy Huyén
Thiét doanh, ai dwa n6 cho nguwoi? Ha?”

Treong Canh giong nhu bi phéng, day manh ba ta ra.

Ni* nhan nga 1én ban trang diém, cudn minh co giat, déi mat quyén rii trgn
to 16 ra trong trang trong that dir ton.

“Trén ngwdi ngwoi c6 ‘O nhi c6t’ do ta ha, ta dit cho né cai tén tiéng Han,
cling la ‘Trwong Canh’, nghe c6... hay khong?” Ma ba ta co giat di doi,
bot mép va mau lan 16n chdy xu6i ra khée miéng, tiéng noi cling mo ho,
nhung Trudng Canh van nghe 1o, “O... nhi c6t ct thé vo song, khong ai c6
thé phat hién, khong ai c6 thé gidi duwgc... mot ngay kia, nguoi sé tré thanh
vO si manh nhat trén thé gidi, cling sé bat dau khéng phan noi dau la ac
mong dau la hién thuc... Nguoi sé bién thanh mot ké dién cuwong dai...”
Treong Canh do dan ditng tai cho, cam thay nhitng 161 nhw hiéu nhw khong
ay thoi qua bén tai, dé dang lam xwong c6t y dong bang.

“Mau cua than nit cling chdy trong nguc ta, 1dy than lwc vo han ctaa treong
sinh thién phu hd nguoi, nguoi... nguwoi sudt cd cudc doi, trong long déu
chi c6 cam han, hoai nghi, nhat dinh phai bao ngugc hiéu sat, noi di qua
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phu kin tinh phong huyét vii, dinh trwéc la sé kéo theo bon ho cung
khong... khong dugc... chét... i té.”

Chit “té” théu thao ra khoi miéng, than thé ni nhan thoang co giat kich liét,
ngay sau do6 ba ta dot nhién nhw cé sé cam, cham rai nghiéng dau nhin tai
thom nho nhé thong xu6ng trén man giwong, trong d6 c6 mot 1a bua binh
an, do Tt bach hé lan no tri'c xong quay vé, cau & ngéi chua ngoai thanh
ma tang cho.

Hai hang 16ng mi ni* nhan chép nhe, dot nhién nhw dong day 1€, 1€ rita anh
mat am doc dy trd nén 6n nhu vo cung, tiéc thay sy 6n nhu nay chi & lai
giay lat.

Pong t¥ co lai r6t cudc nhw dén can dau, nang né vé chét choc, nit nhan
trang diém 10ng lay tat thé trong 10i nguyén rua ac doc nhat thé gian nay,
sau d6 mang theo chit hoi am cudi cung, nga vat xudng.

Khoéng ai yéu nguoi, khong ai doi xi that 1ong vdi ngwoi, suét ca cudc doi
nguoi, trong long déu chi c6 cam han, hoai nghi, nhat dinh phéi bao ngugc
hiéu sat, noi di qua phu kin tinh phong huyét vii, dinh trwdc la sé kéo theo
bon ho cung khéng dwogc chét tir té.

Gitra khoi Itta ndng né budi hoang hon mua ha, Trueong Canh ngo ngac nhin
thi thé an van 1ong lay trén ban trang diém, ng& ngang nam thiét oan khau
dinh mau.

Tai sao ba ta phai ty sat?

Tai sao ba ta han y nhuw vay? Va tai sao lai nudi y 16n bang nay?

... Thiét odn khdu ctia Huyén Thiét doanh lai la thé nao?

Tham Thap Luc rot cudc la ai?

Loi nguyeén raa cia Ta Nuong twa ho da phat huy. Doi véi mot diva tré, sy
tin nhiém va than can ban dau véi nhan thé dén tir viéc phu mau hét long
nuoi nang, ma diéu nay Trwong Canh lai chwa bao gio dugc nhan.
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Dau y troi sinh rong ligng nhan nghia hon, khi bi ép budc khién trong long
thwong xuyén day nghi ngo va dé phong, y cling sé nhw mot con ché hoang
nha cé tang cap dudi chay, cho du v6 cung khat khao mot chiat 6n nhu cua
nhan gian, van phai kinh hon tang ddm ma lién tuc ttr choi.

Trong long Trwong Canh dot nhién sinh ra mot y nghi manh liét — Y phai di
tim Tham Thap Luc, y phai gidp mat hoi cho rd rang vi nghia phu nay la
than thanh phwong nao va c6 rap tam gi.

Song y rot cudc khong di ra khué phong tanh twdi mui mau twoi, méi vira
ra dén ctta thi y da khiép dam.

“Pung r6i,” Truong Canh hoang mang nghi tham, “Vé&i kién thitc tai hoc
binh nhat Tham tién sinh thinh thodng d€ 16, sao c6 thé la mot thw sinh chan
nan thi mai khong do dugc?”

Tham Thap Luc tuy choi boi 1éu 16ng nhwng lai cé khi do cong ti thé gia,
cho du an nho & dau ciing chang thdy may may chan chwong khon quan. ..
Sao c6 thé 1a mot tén Iwu manh binh thwdng dwoc?

Trong long y von nén sém nam dwoc nhitng diéu nay, nhung vira nham mat
lai thi y thuy chung nhé t6i hinh dnh Tham Thap Luc chéng cam ngo6i trudc
giwvong bénh trong nom minh.

Néu nhw do ciing 1a hv tinh gid y...

Lao tru nwong tho dau nhin trom vira thay cita m& lién voi cwdi xoa san lai:
“Thiéu gia, h6m nay...”

Treong Canh hai mat dé hoe nhin ba 1ao mot cai.

Ldo tri nwong bi anh mat y doa run 1én, mét Idc 1au mdéi hét, vo nguce trach
mot cau: “Cau muodn lam gi day...”

Con chwa dit 10i thi ba 1do da thdy ro tinh canh trong phong.

Ldo tru nwong lang ngudi, sau dé lao dao lui ba bwdc, ngoi phich xudng
dat, nghén c6 gao khoc, rit 1én mot tiéng thé lwong khong giong tiéng
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nguoi.
Ma cuing lic do, trong thanh dot nhién vang 1én tiéng canh bao chdi tai.

Khong biét la ai m& coi canh bao trong thanh 1au, cai coi cao hon hai thuéc
kia cudn theo khéi trang tirng dinh t lwu kim, “Vu” mét tiéng phong thang
1én trdi, ré6 nét nhw nwéc gon ma lan ra ba bon mwoi dam, pha tan sy yén
tinh thdm dam suot mwoi bon nam cua Nhan Hoi thanh.

Tham Dich dang mai mé stta crong giap ngang dau 1én, ngay sau do, cong
chinh Tham gia bi dap mé tir bén ngoai, Tham Dich nhac thanh trong kiém
thao tr cwong giap dang bé dudi dat 1én.

“La ta.” Tham Thap Luc néi nho.

Tham Dich tram giong hoi: “Nguwdi man dong tha sGm?”

Cau héi nay ngan va tram thap, Tham Thap Luc dé& diéc lai nghe 16 khong
s6t mot chir: “Trén cy dién c6 mat tham ngwdi man, trén con thuyén tré vé
khong phai la nguoi cua chung ta.”

Tham Thap Luc vira néi vira lao vao buong khong ditng buwdc, & bén
givong gio tay chém mot nhat, ca van giwvong uynh mot phat mit lam doi,
bén dudi lai trong khong.

Ndam dwdi tdm van go lai 1a mot bo thiét giap mau toi.

Tay Tham Thap Luc linh hoat nay mot 6 bi mat trén nguwc cwong giap, lay
ra moOt tam 1énh bai Huyén Thiét, ngon tay bi 1énh bai lanh ngat anh 1én tai
xanh. Y bdt ngd quay ngudi lai, tdm lwng luén nhw mot viing bun khong
thang nodi gio day lai twva mot cay thwong bang sat, gio lua vao tir canh ctra
md& rong thoi vat thanh sam mong mau trang bay lén, phang phat sg sat y
lanh 1€o trén ngwdi y nén chi dam th6i vong suwgt qua vai ma thoi.

Thap Luc néi: “Quy Binh.”

“Quy Binh” la tén ty cua Tham Dich, chwa bao gio goi tredc mat nguwoi
ngoai. Hai nguwdi binh nhét vi vai viéc lat vat trong nha ma dau vé mom va
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au da khong it, than nhw huynh dé that, thé nhwng lic nay Tham Dich lai
lui vé sau mot buwdc, nhanh nhen nita quy xuéng: “C6 thudc ha.”

“Bon ching da dén s6m, thi vira van cho chiing ta nhan loan thu Iwéi — Ta
pho thac t dién ha cho nguoi, nguoi hay dua y ra khoi thanh trude.”

Tham Dich: “Vang.”

Tham Thap Luc nhanh chéng 1ay 4o ngoai va mot thanh bdi kiém & dau
giwvong, quay nguoi di ngay.

1. Dan t6c Mong Co coi “thwong thién” 1a than vinh hang toi cao, goi la
“truong sinh thién” , tom lai truong sinh thién nay ciing chi la cach goi
khac ctia 6ng troi thoi. Tuy nhién truyén nay boi canh gia khong nén han
man tdc trong day khong phai 1a Mong Cb.

Chuong 7: Dich tap

Lao binh ho Vwong thong linh d6i thanh phong hém nay, song phi hét hon
nita doi & Nhan Hoi thanh, réi rai thich uéng ruwgu, qua chén lién tu tap boc
phét, toan néi nam doé tirng theo Co6 1ao hau gia Bac phat.

That hay gid thi chang ai biét, nhung ciing khéng phéi la khong c6 kha
nang — Ldo Hau gia cling la nguwdi, cling can an udng tiéu tién, bén canh
chung quy phai dan theo mét ngwdi nhém Itra ndu com ch.

Nhung du lam au thé nao, Lao Vwong ciing khong dam uong rwgu hom cy
dién trd vé, cac vi tredng quan déu phai xép hang theo thi? tw, ai cling s¢ dé
xdy ra chuyén mat mat.

Pang tiéc, sg gi gdp do, hom nay dinh trdc la khong thé yén binh dugc.
Lao Vuwong ngtra c6 nhin coi canh bao ti ti* bay 1én troi, dién cuéng gam
lén: “Tiéu vuong bat dan nao dai khong xem ngay, mudén mwon rwgu lam
can dén de vg nguoi? Phong coi canh bao lam gi ha? Coi ldao nhan gia n6 la
phao bong chac?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Cudi con song ngam c6 mot ho nuwdc 16n vay lwdi sat chd nghénh dén cy
dién, lwdi von da md ra mot nira, tiéu binh kéo chot bi tiéng coi canh bao
bat thinh linh doa giat ndy minh, cling khong biét da xdy ra chuyén gi, titc
khac khong dam lam bira, mot lan nita kéo chot lai, thé 1a tdm lwdi sat ay
nita m& nira khép, nhuw ngoac cai miéng rong ma trgn mat ha mom, vira van
kep 1dy dau giao long nho ra tw cy dién.

Binh linh chd boc d& ti lvu kim trén thuyén 16n von da bay tran san sang,
lic nay tat ca déu hoang mang tho dau nhin phia sau, bach ho phu trach
linh d6 quan nhu lay mot cai dong hong nho trong long ra, chia tdi tiéu binh
tha lwdi sat quat to: “DPang nga mo gi thé ha? Cy dién ket r6i, khong nhin
thay a!”

Han chua ditt 10i thi trén san cy dién dot nhién bung lén anh Ira 16a mat,
swong trang day dac ban “Phut” ra, mot miii tén thép to bang canh tay
ngang nguwoc phong lén trdi, sac lem ma ban tring coi canh bao choi tai
trén khong trung gitta nhitng tiéng kinh ho.

Coi cdnh bao nhdy mat ngédm ca téi ma ngdm miéng, ditng gidy lat trén
khong r6i roi thang xudng, xung quanh thoat tién yén tinh, sau d6 am lén.
“Bach hong tién!”

“Pa xdy ra chuyén gi? Ai ban bach héng? Nguoi trén thuyén dién roéi sao?”
“Tao phan roi! Mudn lam gi day?”

“Bach hong” 1a mot loai cung 16n co gidi, ca cay cung khi kéo dai dén bay
treeong, chi c6 vat khong 16 nhue cy dién méi lap dwgce. Pwong nhién, sitc
nguoi khong thé st dung noi vii khi dang s¢ nhu vay, dudi cung lap hop
dong lyc dot ti luu kim, tredng cung kéo cang ban tén ra c6 thé dam xuyén
cong thanh rong may truong.

Nghe néi khi cy dién lwét qua chan troi, bach hong ao ao roi xudng, dwdi
dat nhu bi troi phat, trong giap cling khong thé ngan can.
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Bién c0 nay xdy dén qua dot nhién, Lao Vuwong doat 1dy mdt cai “thién ly
nhan” , thd ¢6 nhw mdt con rua gia, 1dm nham: “Oi chao rét dam... Khong
duwgc roi. Mau! Mau bao Quach dai nhan va Lt do Gy, mau 1én!”

Ldo con chwa dit 16i thi hda si von da tat trén cy dién lai nhat té sang 1én,
tt Iwu kim chay thiéu dy nhiét, phat ra mot tiéng gam kem tiéng no sap, cu
dién kia tira nhw mot con quai tha tinh giac vay.

Ldo Vuong tro mat tir thién ly nhan nhin thay san cy dién lat 1én, mot loat
twéng si mdc trong giap hung diing xép thanh hang, trong giap anh anh nhw
nang roi xuéng song nuwéc trén mat song, cach rat xa cting c6 thé cdm nhan
dwgc ap luc khong tiéng dong do.

Ké cam dau day mat na bao ho cua trong giap, 16 ra khuoén mat seo doc seo
ngang.

Ldo Vuong giat minh danh thét — Pay la mot gwong mat la, sao lai tra tron
lén cy dién duoc?

Mat theo dot nhién thodng nd nu cwoi, ngira mat lén trdi ma ru, tiéng ra ay
at ca tiéng no6 cua may moc, nghe nhw thé soi tru, tat ca cac vo si mac trong
giap phia sau han déu lam dong tac khong khac lam, tiéng tru néi nhau nhw
thé dan theo bay séi déi khat su6t mot mua dong, tham lam nhe cdp rang
nanh tri mang.

Trong dam dong dudi theo cu dién xem ndo nhiét khong biét 1a ai gao 1én:
“Ngudi man!”

Cau nay da choc thung t6 ong vo Vé.

Béach tinh ndng thén mwdi may thanh quach xung quanh do hét vé day, nam
nit gia tré déu cé da, nhat thoi tdt cd déu thanh son dwong da hau, kinh
hoang bé chay t tan, chen lan dun day giam dap nhau v6 s0, ngay ca chién
ma cda tiéu binh dang tryc trén dwong cling bi ho x06 tring ma hi 1én khong
ngung.
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Lao Vwong mot bwdc nhdy lén dai quan sat cua thanh lau, rat trvong
thwong bén hong, gio tay dam “hdp vang” & dinh thap. Lao biét, trong cai
hop vang ay chira tir lvu kim dung dé dot den chong, néu van khi khong toi,
dot théa dang, thi cé thé bién dinh dai quan sat thanh coi canh bao nd bay
lén troi.

Lao binh khoac lac ca doi nay mot thwong dam mot géc hop vang, t luu
kim nong ndc trut ra, 1do run ray lay dung cu danh lira cat trong long. Trong
tiéng séi tru vang vong khap troi, dung cu danh Ira kia ban ra may dom lira
nguyeén lanh, bi doi tay gia nua ng nhét vao hop vang.

T Iwu kim trong hop vang vai mat mot nira, nita con lai gap minh héa lap
tirc bung 1én, ctra thong khi cta hai dang bi chan, thé nén chi cé it hoi nwéc
phun ra, c6 vé sé no tung —

Ngay sau do, lai mot miii bach hong tién véi thé xuyén troi lao ra, ghim
thang vao nguwc Lao Vuong, cai xac bang mau thit trong khoanh khac nat
bét. Thé bay cua bach hong khong may may giam di, cuén xac lao binh lao
dén canh dai quan sat. Toa thap sau mot tiéng n6é do sup tir trén cao, da vun
lan khap noi, duwéi dat tiv quan binh dén bach tinh khong ai khong cudng
cuong bé chay.

Cung lic do, hop vang chdy trén dinh thap rét cudc phéng 1én khong trung,
anh sang mau tim khong may man lée 1én, né né gitta troi thanh mot déa
phao hoa khong 10, roi sang ntra Nhan Ho6i thanh.

Binh truyén 1énh sau dong hong mai dén lic nay méi kip c6 phan tng, gao
am lén: “Pich tdp — nguwdi man tap kich - “

Cuv dién bi ngudi man khong ché cham rai roi mat dat, bach hong vii tién
ban xudng nhw doi mang.

Béach tinh chay tr6i chét nhw ru6i nhdng cut dau. Ba mwoi sau thét ky binh
khinh giap thanh thu rit gao lao qua con duwong da chwa hoan toan dong lai,
tat ca dai bac trén thanh lau cung ngang dau, nham ngay cy dién dang bay
lén —
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Ca kinh thanh chim trong khoi Itra.

Chi thay khoang van chuyén t liru kim trén cy dién mé réng, hang ha sa s6
binh linh Bac man trong tiéng s6i tru tir trén troi giang xudng.

Quan lang gam i, dwong phd dam mau — tat ca da hon loan.

Nam nhan madt theo trén cy dién nhin ngwoi nhdy xudng, hoi nwédc dwdi
chan cwong giap phun manh ra, ban ca nguwdi han 1én cao ba treong, phong
1én mot thét chién ma, chién ma can ban khéng chiu ndi trong giap dé nhw
vay, hi dai mot tiéng, dau gbi chan truwde 1ap tic gay, ky si trén ngwa khong
kip phan tng lién bi nguw’di man no bop ¢6 hung ton can mot phat.

Ké nguwdi man ngang dau 1én, can dit mot miéng trén co ky si no, mau ban
toe ra, ky si thang thién ma tham chi chwa kip kéu réen.

Mat theo cuwdi sang sac, nhw mot ac quy an thit théi, nudt chirng miéng thit
nguoi kia, doan han thinh linh huyt sdo, bon nam nguwdi man mdc trong
giap theo tiéng phéng ra, bAm sat hai bén han, nhanh chéng lwét qua nga tw
dwong da bién thanh dia nguc nhan gian, lao thang dén huwéng nha T bach
ho.

Giap trong quan chia thanh “khinh” va “trong” , khinh giap la cho ky binh
madc, chi c6 thé gan chut it dong lwc, phan 16n van dwa vao sitc ngudi va
suc vat, chi la thang & nhe nhang tién 1gi.

Trong giap lai hoan toan la mot khai niem khac. Mot bo trong giap cao
bang hai nam t& trwdng thanh, lung deo “hép vang” , ti¥ Iwu kim chady qua
khép t& chi, chan c6 thé than téc di ngan dam lién, tay vung dugc dai dao
may tram can, that lvng tham chi trang bi thém dodn phdo, mét bo trong
giap c6 thé quét sach ngan quan.

Néu nhu ¢6 trong giap binh thi ky binh, bd binh, thuy binh gi d6... von déu
khong can. Nhung chang c6 cach nao, trong giap qua dat, dam ba canh gio
la c6 thé chay hét mot hop t& lvu kim, d6 wéc ching 1a lwgng ctia hai nam
trong dén chong trén thap quan sat. Tt lvu kim chinh 1a ménh mach quéc
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gia, trén chg den mot lwgng hoang kim chwa chac mua n6i mot lang ti Ivu
kim lan bay tam phan tap chat.

Du la dai quoc rong 16n, doi ngii toan trong giap cung duwong dwoc ciling chi
c6 mot nhanh — Huyeén Thiét doanh cua An Dinh hau C6 Quan.

Bon ngudi man nay rot cuoc kiém dau ra lam trong giap nhu vay?

Céc tudng si chét oan da khong biét phai hoi & dau.

Ldo tru nwong ldo dao chay khoi Twr gia vira van dung tring dam sat tinh
nay, chuwa kip mé miéng néi mét tiéng thi da bi ghim 1én twong.

Tay nguwoi man mat theo kia than toc xam nhdp noi vién, hét to: “Ho6 Cach
Nhi! H6 Cach Nhi!”

“H6 Cach Nhi” — Td Nuong, dwong nhién da khong thé tra 10i.

Ctra go diéu hoa bi ky si trong giap dap tung, truc ctta giy lia trong mot
tiéng kéu thé tham, dai mon d6é ram xuong.

Buwdc chan khong gi can noi cua nguwdi man rot cudc dirng lai, han sitng so
ding tredc ctra gian khué phong nit nhan.

Mui hwong nhan nhat con chwa tan di, trong nha van leo 1at anh sang, béng
ctia dam tua dai thwgt trén tdm man giwong budng xudng rai duwdi dat, ban
trang diém dugc don dep gon gang, trong goc con mot hop son dé mé.

Mot thiéu nién quy trwéc givong dwa lung lai, ma trén givong 10 ma... twa
h6 1a m6t ngwdi nam do.

Thiéu nién — Tredng Canh nghe thay tiéng dong 16n nhw vay, theo ban nang
quay dau lai, thdy mot dam ngwoi man dang sg gitta ban ngay ban mat
x6ng vao nha minh, nhung trong long chang hodng s¢ lam, ngugc lai

choang tinh ngo, phan nao hiéu dugc vi sao Td Nwong mudn chét.

Pam nguwdi man nay cé thé vao thanh, nhat dinh khong thoat dwgc can hé
v6i Ta Nwong, Twr bach hd con & trén cy dién, c6 1€ vi ba ta thng dong vGi
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ngoai quoc ma da bi ngwdi man giét, ba ta bao dwgce quoc thu gia han, ciing
hai chét nam nhan duy nhét trén doi nay tot v4i minh.

Trewong Canh ho hitng nhin dam ngwdi man ay mét cai, sau dé ngoanh lai,
dap dau véi nit nhan trén givong, xem nhw dén dap on khong giét nhiéu
nam qua, sau d6 nhat dao ludng doan vdi nguoi chét.

Dap dau xong, y ditng day, quay nguwdi nghénh vo si trong gidp ngoai cita.

Trong gidp nhw nii, y 1a mot thiéu nién nhuc thé pham thai, ditng & giita
nhw thé mot con kién cang chuan bi lay dai thy, twa hé sg hai 1a 1€ dwong
nhién, nhung y khéng hé — Triwdng Canh chwa ty cao dén mitc cho rang y
c6 thé mot than mot minh d6i khang cd dam nguwdi man dong nhu nui, cling
biét minh c6 chay dang trdi, nhung la lung la y ché hé sg hai.

Co thé tat ca sg hai cda y trong nhay mat khi nghe than phan “Tham Thap
Luc” cé an tinh khac da boc phat hét roi.

Tay mat theo nhin y cham cham, khong biét nghi dén diéu gi ma than sac
chot dit ton: “H6 Cach Nhi dau?”

Trwong Canh dirng tam nhin gidy lat trén mat han, néi: “Ta nhé nguoi,
nguoi chinh la ké mua dong nam kia dan séi danh 1én ta gitta tuyét dia.”

Mot trong gidp Bac man muo6n xong 1én bat y, bi nam nhan mat theo gio tay
ngan can.

Mat theo cii dau, hoi vung vé khom lwng, nhin cham cham thiéu nién chuwa
dén nguc cwong giap tredc mat, dung tiéng Han lo 16 hoi lai 1an nita: “Ta
héi ngwoi, H6 Cach Nhi, Ttt... Td Nwong dang ¢ dau?”

Truong Canh: “Chét r6i.”

Y nam thiét odn khau trén c6 tay minh, tranh sang bén mot budc, dé 10 thi
thé nam im trén giwvong. Khoe miéng Tt Nuwong con c6 mot dong mau den
nho, dung nhan trang nhw tuyét, tta mot doa hoa tan cé doc vay.

M4y ké ngwdi man trong vién rao rao quy hét xuéng ma than khéc.
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Trong nhay mat than siac mat theo thoang vé ngd ngang, han tir tit nhac
chan di vao khué phong Td Nwong, du rang dong tac c6 vé rat can than,
mat dat lai van bi trong giap giam 16m.

Han ta di dén trudc ctta sO, duwa tay muon vin giwong 1én diéu hoa, gitta
chirng lai rut tay vé, giong nhu chi sg de sap givong vay.

Han khom tdm lwng boc trong trong giap, khoi trang mo do sau luwng tan ra
can phong ngu nho nho, t¢ lvu kim trén trong giap ldng lé chay, phat ra
tiéng “hong hoc” nhw mot con stc sinh hap hoi.

Stc sinh ay khé khang s& mat nit nhan.
Lanh ngat.

Tay mat theo chgt tru 1én nhw mot con s6i mat ai 1i¥, ngay sau do, trong giap
tredc givong chuyén dong vdi toc do mat nguwoi khong thay ro, khoi trang
cu6n cudn phun ra, mot ban tay to bang may tho t6i bat Trieong Canh.

Trwong Canh hai chan lo lttng cach mat dat, lung phut choc dau nhic div
doi, ngii tang 16n nguwgc, bi ké ngwdi man kia day manh 1én twong.

Twong bi x0 nut ra.

Trewong Canh rét cudc khong ngam lai dwgc, phun mot biing mau 1én canh
tay sat ciia ké mat theo.

Y cti dau mot cach khé khan, nhin thang vao déi mat ngap tran sat y kia.

Trwong Canh lan dau tién nhin thdy doi mat nhw vay, trong d6 phang phat
c6 vi ri sat nang trich.

Song khong biét la thé nao, trong hoan canh manh yéu cach xa nay, long y
bong sinh chién y, anh mat lai khong chun buwdc, hung ac nhin thang ké
tredc mat.

Chuong 8: Than thé
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Tam mat thiéu nién va hung tha nhw ngd hep dung dau, du lang kia nanh
vu6t con chwa kip mai bén, nhwng sy hung ac nhw la sinh ra da c6 roi.

Pay c6 kha nang la tinh tinh troi sinh. Khi ndm trong hoan canh tri mang,
c6 hai loai ngwoi sé gang sirc phan khang, mot loai trdi qua suy sau tinh ky,
hodc la xuat phat ttv dao nghia, chitc trach, khi tiét, hodc 1a sau khi can nhac
thiét hon, bat dac di méi phai lam vay, ndi tam y khong phai khong biét sg
hai, chi la lvong tam hay ly tri c6 thé chién thang ndi sg hai nay, day la dai
diing khi chan chinh.

Con mot loai ngwoi khac, trong long chang nghi gi cd, hét thdy déu xuat
phat tir ban nang, phan n6 theo ban nang, chién y tran tré theo ban nang,
dau trong long mo ho hiéu dwoc sy phan khang ctia minh sé dan dén két
qua dang sg hon, cling chang cach nao khac ché khat khao can mot miéng
thit trén ngwoi dich nhan.

Gio khac nay, Truong Canh chac chan thudc vé loai sau, c6 1€ ban than hai
chir “dang s¢” da du choc gian y roi.

Hoi twdng nhitng nam do, dau chi minh T Nuwong luén mau thuan, Trudng
Canh ky thyc cling vay. Tt Nuong rét cudc khong giét y, cé kha nang 1a vi
mot nira huyét mach thudc vé ty ty minh trén ngudi y, ma Trueong Canh rot
cudc khong giét ba ta, c6 kha nang la vi trong sy hanh ha 1au dai, ba ta xét
cho cung van c6 on duong duc.

Tay mat theo twa nhw bi &nh mat y dam bi thwong, tic téi gio cao nam dam
to bang cai dau, tinh dwong tredng nén cho Truwong Canh phéi “mau chay
dau roi”.

Prung ldc nay, ngoai ctra dot nhién truyén vao tiéng gam gian dit, mot nguoi
man canh ctra bay ngang ra, dam sap ntta can phong.

Khué phong t6i om chot sang birng 1én, anh nang chéi mat ua vao, Trwong
Canh nheo mat, khong nhin thdy han quang, ma nghe tiéng ra tham thiét
trugc.
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Ca canh tay sat cua ké nguwdi man mat theo dang bop Trwdong Canh bi chém
gay khong lvu tinh chuat nao, Treong Canh hut chan, khong tw chu dwgc
nghiéng sang mot bén, ngay sau do, lai bi mot canh tay trong giap khac diu
dang bé 1én.

Trong san nha Tham tién sinh ludén c6 mdy bo cuwong gidp thao vitt ngdn
ngang, chi la trong gidp rat dat, nén binh thuwong khong cho Truong Ty suw
dan gian bdo dudng — cda ca nhan lién quan nhu Tw bach ho ciing khong
duoc.

Chi c6 lan no, mét trong giap triét dé di doi nha ma, chuan bi phai dem dén
doc nui Twéng Quan xit 1y, bi Tham tién sinh cdy quen biét ma lén xin vé,
roi y hao hitng thdo cwong giap cii rich tir doi t6 tong kia ra tirng chut maot,
giang mot lan tr trong ra ngoai cho Truong Canh.

Truwong Canh con nhé y tirng noéi, khi nguwdi ta mac trong giap, twa nhu co
thém sitc cta van quan vay, de chét may thdét chién ma, day nga may birc
twong vay, la khong thé dé dang hon, chi can hoi nhdp mon, thi tré con
cling lam dugc. (1 quan bang 30 can)

Nhung kho nhét khong phdi la lyc cé thé vac dinh.

Vo si cuwong giap manh nhat, 1a nhitng nguwdi mac trong giap ma van c6 thé
xau sgi chi manh nhat qua 16 kim.

Cuong gidp ctia nguwoi mdi tdi bat dong véi cua vo si man tdc, thoat nhin
twta ho nho hon mdot chiat, bén ngoai mii gidp ciing khong c6 tang ngan
quang sang loang nhu tuyét kia, trong den si, chang hut mat chit nao. Y vo
nhe lung Trwdng Canh, ddt thi€u nién trén vai trong giap, thap giong noi:
“Pung sg.”

Thanh am tr sau mat na bao hd truyén dén nghe hoi khang khac, nhung
Truwong Canh nhay bén quay dau lai, hoi suy tv nhin dam dam cai mat na
sat che kin bung kia.
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Cho dén lic nay, may ngwoi man & civa cudi cung da kip phan ng, xong
vao nhw ong v to, ldy mat theo lam trung tam, tdn ra mot vong, bao vay
ngwoi van hac giap kia va Trueong Canh.

Nguoi van hac gidp mot tay che hd Trwong Canh trén vai, tay kia cam
“treong con” tron, hoi nwdc phut ra t* phan dudi thiét con khong 14y gi lam
dep nay.

Mot kich ban ndy y chém xudng tay mat theo that sy qua nhanh, Truong
Canh khong thay rd — Chang 1€ vii khi cia y chinh la cay thiét con quén nay
sao?

Mat theo mwét mo hoi lanh, sac mat xanh xam, dé phong lui lai hai budc,
thdp giong noéi: “Huyeén giap, cat phong nhan... Nguwoi la nguwoi cia dam
quy qua den kia.”

Trewong Canh mdi dau chuwa kip phéan ng, gidy lat sau, song lung y chot
cuing do — quy qua den!

Ping r6i, mwoi bon nam trede Bac phat, Huyén Thiét doanh danh thang
mot mach vao dai thdo nguyén Bac man, nhv mét con 16c xody mau den,
nguwoi man vira s¢ hai vira cam han ho, lién goi ho 1a “quy qua den”.

Nguoi van hac giap khong dé y, chi lanh nhat dan Treong Canh: “Bam cho
chac.”

Mat theo quat to mot tiéng, bén v6 si man toc dwgc hudn luyén nghiém
chinh phéng Ién theo han. Pao thwong tit phia chém t6i, nguwdi van hac giap
kia duwdi chan 16e 1én mau tim bam, linh hoat chui qua khe hé& ctia dao
kiém, nhdy 1én n6c nha d6 nat cua T gia, chan vira dap xudng, vai trai vac
Treong Canh hau nhw khéng dong day, niva bén phai lai xoay tron lao ra
bang téc do hoa ca mat, “thiét co6n” trong tay khoanh khac héa thanh mot
luéng hw anh.

Trwong Canh tron tron mat, chi thady mot dau “cén” trong tay nguwdi van hac
giap lai xudt hién mot vong lwdi dao nhw do giac, twra gié xody chém xudng
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dau, binh gidp man tdc dudi theo khong kip tron tranh tring mot nhat dao
ngay nguc, hop vang ¢ nguc khodnh khac né tung, t& lvu kim bén trong
bung 1én anh Itra dang sg, titc khac no tung xac vat khong 16 no.

Mau néng noi ban 1én mat Trueong Canh, y khong ché minh hét c@, mién
cwdng duy tri vé mat binh tinh, tay lai nam chat mét géc vai hac giap.

Pay la... Huyén Thiét doanh c6 thé ldy mot dich tram, khéng gi pha noi
trong truyén thuyét.

M4y nguoi man nhin ra thyc lyc song phuwong cach xa, khong con dam mét
minh nghénh chién, dwa mat ra hiéu cho nhau, dong thoi ti¢ tan chay khai
phong Tu Nwong, tit may hudng nhdy 1én ndc nha, mot ké lao dén chan hac
giap, chém xuong khép chan, mot ké vung kiém chém dinh dau y, chan
dwong thoat than, con c6 mot ké dam hau tam, chi thang vao hop vang.

Mat theo cut mot tay lui hon chuc buéc, gio mot tay con lai, mot dau canh
tay sat md& ra, mot mii tén hiém &c ruc rich muén phong tdi, nham ngay
Truong Canh trén dau vai hac giap.

Nhitng ngwoi man nay di san v6i nhau tir nho, thé nén bao vay chan giét
phoi hgp khong ché vao dau dugc.

Sat y ngap troi boc hoi trong bach khi phat pho, lam ngudi ta dung thang
moi mot sgi toc gay.

Trwong Canh rét cudc nhin 1o cay “con” trong tay nguwdi van hac giap, khi
né bi muaa vdi toc do cao, ba bon Iwdi dao huyeén thiét dai mot thwde tir mot
dau treong con ban ra theo hoi nuwéc, khi triét lwc, lwdi dao sac bén sé
nhanh chéng chui vao ndp ¢ dau kia, mot dong mot thu, [wdi dao xoay mot
vong, nhu cai may xay thit dang sg.

Luc nay, dudi chan Truong Canh dot nhién trong khong, bi nguwdi van hac
giap day tr dau vai vao khuyu tay, toan than dan 1én nguc trong giap, bat
ngo cong nguoi ra sau theo no.
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Truwong Canh giat ndy minh — Tam thoi khong ban tGi trong lwgng cua vy,
chi riéng trong giap kia, nhat dinh da 1én dén may tram can, sau khi cong
lai, toan bo sttc nang déu de trén lwng nguwdi van hac gidp no, that lung y
khong bi cwong giap de gay luon sao?

Nguwoi van hac giap nghiéng hong, nhanh nhen xoay mot vong trén khong,
om Trwong Canh ttr trén n6c nha nhdy xudng, vira van swgt qua mili tén ma
tay seo mat ban tdi.

Anh sang trén cat phong nhan ngung tu thanh mot dwong, dong tac mau le,
giét thém mot nguwdi, chém hai chan mot nguwdi, sau do trong tdm nep chan
cta hac giap phun ra hoi nwéc, day trong giap vé phia truedc, chép mat y da
0 ngoai muoi treong.

Y giai quyét may binh giap man toc dé dang nhw tré ban tay, chi la vueéng
Trwong Canh méi khong day dwa véi ho.

“Ta dwa nguoi ra khéi thanh trwedc.” Nguwoi van hac giap van néi khong
nhanh khong cham, “Noi nay qua loan, chuyén ctia me ngwoi... 6i, hay nén

bi thwong di.”

Trwong Canh dya trén ngwdi y, tram mac mot héi méi néi: “Me ta la udng
thudc doc tu sat, ba ta van 6 lién lac v6i bon ngwdi man & quan ngoai, noi
khong chirng chinh la gian t€ ctia man toc.”

Nguwoi van hac giap khong 1én tiéng, twra hd khong hé ngac nhién lam.

“Ngai cltu tring con trai cia gian té€ man toc, 16 r6i,” Truong Canh dirng
mot chit, sau dé ndi toac ra than phan doi phwong, “Tham tién sinh.”

Bén tai nguwdi van hac giap boc ra mot lan khéi trang méng, mdt na huyén
thiét day 1én, dé 16 khuén mat nhw thw sinh van nhwgc cia Tham Dich.
“Trén cy dién Bac tuan c6 nguwoi lam phan,” Tham Dich néi, “Ta von twdng
ké phan qudc chinh 1a Tt huynh, nhwng hién tai xem ra, Ti Nuwong tu sat
chi sg mot phan la do ¢6 16i véi tregng phu. Ta nghi Tw huynh c6 kha nang
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da tuan quoc réi, hon nita dén chét ciing khong biét chuyén nay. Nguoi
cling... nén bi thuvong di.”

“Xem ra ngwoi da sém biét...” Treong Canh thap giong noi, “Nguoi la ai?”

Tham Dich: “Mat twéng chinh la b6 ha cia Huyén Thiét doanh, Co dai soai
dich he.” (Chtt dich nay la trong dich ton, dich ttr)

B0 ha ctia Huyén Thiét doanh, An Binh hau Cé Quan dich hé.

Trudng Canh nghién ngdm cau nay trong long mdy lan, cam giac hét strc vi
diéu — Y vira méi biét dwgc minh khong phai con rudt ciia me, ngudi me
cong chinh khong ra céng trong khéng vao la gian té€ man toc, hién tai lai
nghe thu sinh c6 hu tir sdng dén toi tay cling chang rira sach ¢ cach vach la
twéng quan cia Huyeén Thiét doanh.

Vay Thap Luc thi sao?

Truwong Canh cuwdi khoé nghi, cho du bay gio c6 ngudi bao nghia phu y la
Co dai sodi, tham chi la chinh Hoang dé€, y cling chang con sitc lyc ma giat
minh.

“Twéng quan dudi trudng Co sodi vi sao an cu & vung tham son cung coc
nay? Vi sao phdi cttu con trai nit nhan man tgc la ta day?” Héi xong hai van
de nay, Truong Canh y thitc duwoc 1a minh c6 thé sap mat khong ché, 1ap tirc
mudn ngam chat miéng, tiéc thay van khong thé ngan can cau héi du thira
cudi cung chui ra khéi ké rang, “Tham Thap Luc dau?”

Truong Canh héi xong, trong long buén khong sao ta noéi. Ba dén nudc nay
ma y van lo cho Tham Thap Luc, biét r6 nguwdi no chang hiéu la dai nhan
vat nao vi phuc xuat tuan, van lo lang mat ngudi ay khong tot, tai lai diéc,
liéu c6 bi dao kiém bén ngoai ngd thwrong, liéu c6 tim dwgc cho tron. ..

Y tham chi cling khong nhin dwgc nghi: “Tai sao dén tim ta lai 1a Tham tién
sinh? Sao Thap Luc khong dén?”

Tiéng ho hét rung troi, than hinh cy dién trum 1én cd Nhan Ho6i tiéu tran,
bach hong tién qua lai nhw quy mi, xa xa khong biét nha ai chdy, thé Itta
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nhanh chéng lan ra. Tham Dich than sac lanh nhat, lam nhw khong thay hét
thdy, twa chim bay ca 16i tranh né tén lac gitta canh hon loan: “Pién ha, xin
hay ngoi cho vitng.”

Trrong Canh do dan hoi: “Nguoi goi ta la gi?”

Tham Dich diém tinh néi: “Muwdi bon nam trwdc, bé ha Nam tuan, hoang
quy phi bung mang da chira mot minh & lai hanh cung, bi ké gian hai, may
dwoc trung boc va ty mudi cu mai chay thoat, khong ngo trén dwong Nam
ha gdp bao dan tao phan, quy phi thé nhigc, trong canh hon loan liéu chét
sinh ra dién ha, cu6i cung khong thé gap lai thién nhan.”

“Mudi mudi rudt cua quy phi bé dién ha bd trén, tiv d6 mat di tin tic.
Nhitng nam qua Hoang thwgng phai vo s6 ngwoi am tham tim kiém, van
cho rang dién ha da 1dm nan — tan dén ba nam tredc méi c6 it manh mai,
lién phai ching ta t¢i don.” Tham Dich ngan gon néi vai cau, “Mai khong
thé to ro than phan, xin dién ha thi t6i...”

Trewong Canh qua thye dé khoc dé cuwdi, cam thdy dau 6c Tham tién sinh c6
thé da bi do6 day dau mady, thanh thtr bia chuyén cting chang tron — Theo 10i
y néi thi Ta Nuwong chinh 1a mu6i mudi ctia quy phi? Chang 1é quy phi
cling la nguwoi man?

Va lai, Hoang thugng phai ngwoi tim con, chi phai co hai ngudoi thoi sao?
Cho du Hoang thugng nghéo rét mong tai, ca triéu van vo chi sai dugc hai
nguoi, vi sao hai ngudi nay hon hai nam qua van khong té r6 than phan?
Tuwéng quan Huyen Thiét doanh than ky & ngay cach vach, chang 1é khong
biét Tu Nwong lién tuc qua lai véi ngudi man? Vi sao khéng ngan can?
Trwong Canh ngat 10i: “Ngwoi nhan lam ngudi roi.”

Tham Dich: “Dién ha...”

“Nhan lam ngudi roi!” Treong Canh rat mét moi, bong nhién khong muodn
day dwa véi nhitng ké chi biét néi doi nay nita, “Tha ta xudng, ta la tiéu tap
ching ma ni* nhan man t6c kia khong biét cau hgp véi son phi nao sinh ra,
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dau xitng dé twéng quan Huyén Thiét doanh viegt hiém nguy dén citu? Bau
xitng nhan may dai nhan vat nhu cac ngwoi lam nghia phu?”

Nghe cau cudi cung Tham Dich khong khéi thd dai, cdm gidc tén Truong
Canh nay cé bay tam phan déu la nham vao Tham Thap Luc, minh hinh
nhu chi bi lién luy, bi gian ch6 danh meo thoi.

Y khé cam chan Truong Canh dang dap loan: “Mat twdng that 1é — Ngon Gt
chan phai ctia dién ha hoi cong hon ngudi khac, giong bé ha nhw dic, chinh
la long tw chi twéng, khong sai dwgc.”

Treong Canh rut phat chan lai, trong long cang lanh nhw bang.

Viéc nay y con nhd rd mon mot, ngén chan nay can ban khéng phai troi
sinh, ma la Iic nho bi Ta Nwong ty tay bé, ba ta khong dé y y gao khdc,
van gdy mot ngéon chan y, sau dé dung cach bo chan cho nit nhan khién

ngon chan y cong thanh di dang.

Phuong tir long ton ché m4, ci nay ciling c6 thé bia dat sao?

Churong 9: Sat tam

Lic nay, mot tiéng gao khoc quen thudc lot vao tai, Treong Canh quay dau
lai nhin thdy dau Céat do té treo trén lan can cung dau heo, ba vg béo 1 sac
mat xanh mét, bi birc twong sap dé bén dwédi, da chang con hoi thd. Tiéng
khéc ditt quang cua tiéu ban t¥ nha ho tir khéng xa vong dén, Truong Canh
giat minh, chang mang lo lang viéc khac nita, budt miéng néi: “D6 hinh
nhu la Cat Ban Tiéu nha do té...”

Tham Dich bay viit qua khong dirng buéc.

Truwong Canh cho rang y khong nghe ro: “Cho chat!”

Tham Dich néi: “Than phung ménh bdo vé dién ha ra khéi thanh, khong
dwgc cham tré.”

Tiéng y tir sau mdt na bao hd truyén ra, cyc ky giong lanh thiét dong day
vun bang ngay So cttu. (S6 ctru la chin ngay dau tién tinh tir Déng chi)
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Truwong Canh sitng so.

Gio rit gao swgt qua tai, mo hoéi lanh dinh dinh hau tri hdu gidc xubi cot
song chdy xudng, tay cham dén déu la lanh giap huyén thiét — lanh ngat, hét
nhu thiét oan khau vinh vién khong u am dwgc trén co tay y vay.

Cat Ban Tiéu gioi nhat 1a lam niing, cwdi chi thdy rang khong thdy mat, cyc
ky tinh quai, khong ai khong thich ga.

Truwong Canh chot thap giong héi: “Dé khong phai ciing la hoc tro cta
nguoi a?”

Trong mat Tham Dich, bon hoc tro hai ndm sém chiéu ké can nay chi la do
hoang ménh sai st an nap u?

Ciing phai, d6i vdi cac dai nhan vat Huyén Thiét doanh thi Nhan H6i thanh
bé ti c6 tinh la gi?

Con nha do té c6 tinh la gi?

Trén doi nay, dai khai c6 mot s6 mang nguwoi dang gia hon nhitng nguoi
khac mdt chat, va chwa chac dang yéu thi da quy.

Tham Dich dwong nhién sé khong lanh huyét nhw lanh gidp cta y, nhung
luc nay y chi c6 mot minh, di nhién phai wu tién nhiém vu, khong cho phép
mot cht so sudt.

Tay Vuc mdi quy thuan, quan tinh nhué cia cd Huyén Thiét doanh déu &
bén do tran gitt, ho mang tGi chi la mot phan rat it, tung lwdi hai nam, phai
mot kich tat sat, bat gon con ca to.

Bat dwoc, thi c6 thé doi lay cho Bac cwong dam ba nam an 6n thai binh,
bang khong céng lao sé d6 song do bién.

Nguyén do trong day rat phitc tap, moét 161 khoé noi hét, dam ba cau lam sao

noi ro dugc voi dira tré choai choai nay?

Tham Dich nghiém nghi néi: “Dién ha thi 16i... Dién ha!”
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Thi ra la Trwong Canh nhan y chwa chuan bi, khom lwng mo dén chot khéa
cho khuyu tay cwong giap huyén thiét.

Trong gidp ctia Huyén Thiét doanh di nhién sé khong bi y diy mot cai la
md, lai giip y thanh cong day tay Tham Dich ra mot tdc — Tham Dich
khong thé khong lui tranh. Trwong Canh lan dau nhin thdy huyén thiét
trong giap, can ban khong biét cho khac biét cia huyén thiét trong giap tinh
xdo v&i mé dong nat cia Nhan Hoi thanh tht — Néu huyén giap bi ngudi ta
dung ngoai lwc c6 pha hoai, khéa ban ra cé thé danh gay goc cay to bang
hai canh tay om.

Nho mot tac nay, Trueong Canh nhanh nhen rit chan ra, 1on nguwdi phéng tir
trén vai Tham Dich xu6ng.

“Ta khong phai dién ha gi do,” Trwong Canh ding cach hai bugc nhin vy,
sac mdt con u am hon huyén thiét, “Chan ta cling khong phai long trao gi,
ma la tan tat do me ta dung manh gém budc thanh. Néu ba ta qua that nhw
ngai noi, c6 didy mo ré ma vdi hoang gia, khong chirng chinh la muon tao
mot ké gid mao dé lam lan 10n huyét thong hoang gia. Ta thay twéng quan
di gap nhw vay, chac han c6 trong trach khac, ta khong sg chét, cling khong
cO y trom than phan kim chi ngoc diép, hién tai noi ro voi ngai, khong lam
18 viéc cta twdng quan nita.”

Mat na huyén thiét bat 1én, Tham Dich sitng sot nhin thiéu nién tredc mat.

Treong Canh khong nhin y nita, nhin nguwdi nhdy xuéng dau twong, chay
t¢i hwdng Cat Ban Tiéu kéu ciu.

Huyén thiét trong giap & Nhan Ho6i thanh con con dac biét dé thdy, Tham
Dich chi hoi sitng ra, titc khac lién bi mot top ngwdi man bam 14y. Truong
Canh khong hé lo lang, du la nguwdi ngoai nghé, y cling cé thé nhin ra duoc,
may ké dé can ban la t6i ndp mang cho cao tht Huyén Thiét doanh nay, da
thay truyén thuyét dan gian bon muwoi Huyén Giap la c6 thé quét sach thao
nguyén nam do mdc du co chut khoa treong, cting khong phai hoan toan vo
can cu.
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Vo6 nghé thiéu nién nhiéu nam kho luyén khong hé la khong cé dat dung, y
cuc ky nhanh nhen chui vao duong hep, vugt qua twong vién, nhin thay
mot ngwdi man mot quyén danh 10m ngure 1do binh tha thanh Nhan Hoi, 1ao
binh kia nga vat xuéng ma chang rén duwgc tiéng nao, xem chirng khong
song noi nita.

Cat Ban Tiéu mat sung phu nhw man thau, 6m dau hodng sg co vao mot
goc.

Truwong Canh vira nhin da thay thanh kiém bay xa may truwgng cia lao binh
no, nhan khi ngwdi man kia dwa lung lai, y tién 1én mot buwdc, cam trong
kiém trong tay, phan dudi trong kiém phun it hoi nwéc, la mot thanh
“cuong giap kiém” , dang tiéc 1au nam khong bao duwdng, chang biét con
dung dvgc hay chang.

Nguwoi man nghe thay dong tinh, 1ap titc cuing trong gidp vung vé quay dau
lai, Cat Ban Tiéu ha h6c miéng —

Trewong Canh xoay dém hoi nwdc dudi cuwong giap kiém, mot vong 1wdi dao
sac bén xoay tron trén do, pha lan mui khét let, bén trong khong biét hong
mat may bd phan roi, khién Truong Canh suyt nita cam khong noi, y quat
to mot tiéng, vGi tay chém mot goc dai thu bén canh.

Cuong giap kiém kéu vu vu tuy tréng y nhw phé liéu nhung chat cay lai rat
ngot, khong dogi tay nguwoi man kip phan ng, dai thu da dé xuéng, vira van
nén tring han. Truong Canh gao 1én véi Cat Ban Tiéu: “Con khéng mau
chay!”

Céat Ban Tiéu nuwdc mat nwdc miii tem lem trén mat, hét am lén: “DPai ca!”

Con khong chd ga 1ai nhai 10i biét ly, ké bi dai thu de kia chgt quat to mot
tiéng, hung han chém doi khic gé nhu xa nha ném di. Han hét nhw mot con
trdu bi choc gian, déi mat dé ngau cham cham nhin hai thiéu nién co hé tay
khong tdc sat trudc mat.

Truong Canh thay sy tinh khong 6n, bén dit khoat nghénh chién.
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Y hit sdu mot hoi, nghiéng ngwdi, vai hoi nghiéng, hai tay nam chat kiém,
vitng vang bay ra thitc m¢@ dau.

Tiéc thay, vitng vang hon ciing v6 dung, y vira ditng yén lién nghe cai
“Rac” , thanh cwong giap kiém kia triét dé khoi dung, cét két hai tiéng, phut
ra khéi den, r6i thanh mdt m& phé liéu hang that gia that.

Cat Ban Tiéu rung minh: “Pay day day...”
“Tranh ra!” Treong Canh néi khé vai Cat Ban Tiéu.

Cat Ban Tiéu khong then véi my danh quy lanh 1gi, nghe vay khong y kién
y co0, co minh thanh mot cuc thit vién vo hai, lan vao mot géc, hoan my
nhuong san.

Nguoi man gam lén mot tiéng, tinh dung doéi thiét quyén dap tén oat con
khong biét troi cao dat day nay nat nhw twong.

Trong chdp mat thiét quyén to bang cai noi dén dinh dau, Trwong Canh
khom lwng, mau chéng chui tot ra, lwét qua bén canh thi thé lao binh, thap
ngwoi cuc ky nhanh nhen bé tdm nep chan trén cwong giap cua lao ta.

Luc nay, tiéng gi6é da dén sau lwng, Treong Canh cudn doi “nep chan” ay
vao long, lan mudi tdm vong chui vao 16 ché & bitc twong bén canh, nhay
mat ha dat dudi chan, khong can biét ding sai gan cai “nep chan” no 1én
chan minh.

Chi nghe “Am” mot tiéng, bic twong dat khong may rin chic trong nha
bach tinh bi ngudi man kia mot quyén dap nat, dat rao rao roi xuodng, nep
chan cia Trwong Canh nhd mot chit hoi nwdc ma ti¢ lu kim soét lai cho
mat ca chan phun ra, thdi khac mau chot day ca nguoi y di ba tregng.

Trewong Canh co ho c6 do giac 1a minh da bay Ién.

Trir thiét oan khau, day van la lan dau tién y deo mot bo phan cua cwong
gidp trén nguwoi, trong lic sinh ti hiém nguy, y c6 giltt vitng thang bang,
bam mot goc twong vién con sot lai.
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Céat Ban Tiéu thét 1én: “Can than -

Nguoi man toc da dung sitc manh lam gach xay thanh rung 1én, cwong giap
phat ra tiéng cot két khé long chiu néi, hoi nwdc dudi chan nhu dang van
gia vii. Han hoi bat ngo vi thiéu nién nay kho doi pho, thu thiét quyén ve,
banh rang tredc nguc xoay mot vong nghe ma é rang, doan phao den si
nham vao Trwong Canh.

Chuan bj téc chién t6c thang roi.

Truong Canh van chwa hoc dwgc cach chung song hoa binh véi doi “phong
héa luan” (1) dwédi chan, nghe thay “vu” mot tiéng, 1ap tic theo ban nang
lao vé phia trudc, sau luwng tirc khac dau rat, cat tir mat dat ban 1én nhw dinh
thép, do ap xudng dau, y chi kip dung phé kiém béao vé dau va mat.

Trén cuwong gidp cta nguwoi Trung Nguyén tuyét doi khong dam gan doan
phéo trudc nguc, loai doan phdo day uy lyc nay cé thé chidn nat xwong mot
nguoi, chi c6 man toc troi sinh st'c manh vo dich méi dam lam vay — Co
nguoi noi, s¢ di nam dé tam dai Huyén Thiét doanh c6 thé quét sach muoi
tdm by lac Bac man, chang qua la nho ngwdi man man trdi chiéu dat con
chwa thé ty sdn xuat cwong giap. Hién gio trong tay bon ho khong biét twr
dau ra so trong giap nay, sau lung lai c6 t¥ Ivu kim chay dai ngan dam dwdi
thdo nguyén, ho sé con mdc cho nguwdi Trung Nguyén rc hiép nhw ctru sao?

Chuyén nay dang s¢ dén nhwong nao, thiéu nién Trwong Canh lic nay da
chang c6 thoi gian nghi nhiéu.

Khi Tham tién sinh... Tham twéng quan day y vé cwong giap, tirng vo tinh
nhac t6i, doan phdao trén ciwong giap khong gian c6 han, 6ng bang dung lam
lanh khéong hé hitu hiéu nhw vay, bai thé dé nguoi trong giap tru khong bi
chay khét, moi lan ban déu can thoi gian lam lanh tim mot nén nhang, lic
nay doan phéo trén cwong giap tw dong khoa chét nong, cho nén y con
dudng tam nghi.

Nguoi man dung tiéng Han lo 16 quat: “Mau chay di, con sau nhép! Sg chét

"’

r6i! Mau chay di
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Trwong Canh anh mat tram xudng, tit chan twong trgt mot vong nhw may
bay nuwdc chdy, lai quay ngudi lao téi ké dang truy kich t6c do cao kia.

Nguwoi man bat ngd khong kip dé phong, khong liéu dwoc y to gan 16n mat
nhv vay, theo ban nang dung treong dao chém y. Trong gidp kia co ho cao
gap do6i thiéu nién, phia dwéi di nhién cé goc chét, Truong Canh ndm ngira
ra sau, dan sat mat dat né tranh mot dao thang vao mat, nep chan ma sat
manh v&i da phién, tée 1én tia lira.

Truwong Canh ném thanh kiém thép da ngom cu toi di, nén thang 1én hau
tam nguwoi man, han theo ban nang né tranh, ding ldc nay, Truong Canh an
thiét oan khau trén tay, tu trung ty nhuw doc xa thé lwdi xoay tron phong ra,
dam thang vao trong giap nhw thai dwa.

Truwong Canh: “...”

Y chi thi thdi van théi, hoan toan khéng liéu dwoc thiét oan khau Tham
Thap Luc tién tay ném cho y choi lai la than binh Igi khi nhw vay.

Tu trung ty xuyén thung “kim hanh kinh lac” cua trong giap, trong giap
tinh xdo chép mat mat di dong luwc, dé phong ngtra ti Ivu kim ro ri nd chét
nguwoi bén trong, n6 mé ché do tw bdo vé, tat ca cac khdp tir canh tay dén
sau lung tich tac da khoa chét.

Vao ldc nay, néu ké trong trong giap dau 6c tinh tdo, nén nhan ltc con nira
nguoi cit dong dwoc ma thao gidp trude réi giét dich sau — Chang 1é khong
c6 trong giap, mot trang han man tdc cao to nhw han khong lam gi duwgc hai
dtra tré choai choai sao?

Nhung han ta tuy théng qua cach nao do cé dugc sé trong giap nay, hién
nhién con chwa thé hoan toan nam giit quai vat thiét nay, trong nhay mat
trong giap khéa chét, ké bén trong ty minh dan ra trudc, phan ng dau tién

lai 1a muon dung sttc manh déi khang véi kh6a may moc.

Nhuc thé pham thai, dau trgi sinh than luc, sao c6 thé doéi khang trong giap
kia?
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Han lan nay mat di thang bang, nga lan quay ra dat.

Truwong Canh kip thoi quyét doan, khong chit do dy tién mot budc, nep
chan m& dong lyc 1én mitrc cao nhat, nham ngay hop vang & gan doan phao
cho hau tdm ma hung tgn giam xudng.

Nep chan dau quen hon, tang luc 1én ciing c6 thé dap nat da phién day ba
tac, hop vang theo do6 nit ra.

Nhung nep chan cia Trwong Canh trong qua trinh citng doi citng ciling bi
héng, y giam qua manh, mo6t phan lyc dao doi ngwoc 1én cang chan, mot
chan nhat thoi dau khong con cam giac, chang biét da gay hay chwa.
Truwong Canh can chat rang, m6t chan quay nguwdoi lui lai.

Ngay khodnh khac y théi lui, hop vang bi v& nd tung, duwong treong né nat
6c tén kia, ban tée khap noi.

Trewong Canh khong thé tranh né bi ban it 6c do trang nhay nhay 1én nguai.
Y co mot chan, khong biéu cdm ma lau khé mau trén mat, trong mui tanh
khting b, long y lai khong hé so hai.

Co 1é Tu Nuwong noi dang, y troi sinh chinh la mot quai vat.

Cat Ban Tiéu thoi khac quan trong lai khong thanh xe dit xich, du rang
nguwoi run nhw cay sdy, dau 6c van hoat dong, goi Truwong Canh: “Dai ca,
ching ta mau tim mot cho tron di, dé dan huynh dén ham cuaa cha dé!”
Trewong Canh vira di mot budc, dau dén nhoi tim & chan khién y rén khé
mot tiéng ngd quy xudng dat, mo hoi lanh chdy rong rong. Cat Ban Tiéu
thay thé, khong chut 1é mé chay tdi, quat to mot tiéng, cong Truong Canh
len.

Ga tuy con nhé tudi nhung cai xac day m& da hét sitc cao to, trong lic chay,
theo 16p m& trang héu rung rung, Cat Ban Tiéu cling thé hon hén.

Thé hong hoc cling khong dé 16 viéc thé nguyén son sat to long trung: “Dai
ca, cha me dé bi chiing hai chét r6i, huynh da cttu mang dé€, vé sau dé sé di
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theo huynh! Huynh bao lam gi dé lam ndy! Chtng ta giét sach bon moi rg
nay!”

Cau cudi cung khong thanh am, hoi nitc ng.

Tay Trwong Canh thoat lyc khéng cam dwoc thanh phé kiém kia, danh phai
mac cho né roi xudng dat vang mot tiéng tram tram, co trén tay co rt,
dong thoi y chat vat nd nu cuwdi, néi dua véi Cat Ban Tiéu: “Ta can nguoi
lam gi, gitt lai chd nam nao mat mua lam thit an a?”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “It nhét dé con c6 thé rira chan cho huynh ma...”

Pung ltc nay, tai Treong Canh dong nhe, y nghe thay tiéng “lep kep”
khong tot, l1ap titrc 1én tiéng quat Cat Ban Tiéu ngung lai: “Suyt!”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Me dé toan noéi dé rira chan rat sach, rita chan cho cha dé
xong con trang hon man thau...”

Tiéu ban t ngting bat, chgt ditng chan, nom nép lo sg lui hai budc.

Chi thay noi cudi con dwong nho, mot nguwdi man mac trong giap sang nhw
tuyét cham rai di ra.

1. Phong hoa luan la doi vong ltva dugi chan Na Tra.

Chuwong 10: C6 Quan

Ké rang va moi Trwong Canh khong ngung ri mau, hoi mim lai la miéng
day vi tanh ngot.

Cat Ban Tiéu mdi chay vai bwdc da hoang hot nhw sap tat thé, cé diéu tiéu
ban t¥ nay bat ngd biét nang nhe, thily chung nam chat 6ng tay do Truwong
Canh, chdt dén do long ban tay toan mo hoéi vira lanh vira dinh, Trwong
Canh bi bénh sach sé khong ranh hat ga ta ra, hai thiéu nién twa hai au thu
cung duong, trong tuyét 10 gian nan nhe rang nanh non naét.

Ké ditng cudi dwong gio tay nang mat na bao ho Ién tran, dé 10 ngii quan
tudn lang.
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Mat han gay go, trong hoc mat hoi 16m nhw 1a c6 bong mo, anh dai dia
Trung Nguyén kéo dai ngan dam. Ma khi tdm mat han tr trén cao nhin
xuong Truwong Canh, y ti¥ bén trong vé cung phitc tap, giong nhw c6 mot
chit hoai niém, mot chut kiéu ngao, lam han thoat nhin tya ho rat c6 tinh
nguoi.

Tiéc thay, chut tinh nguwdi nay hét sitc it 6i, rot cudc van bi thu han sau nang
bao trum, nht mot sgi to hong chon trong dai tuyét vo bién & quan ngoai,
tuy rang ton tai nhung chép mat da khong con tung tich.

Tiéng no cua trong cwong giap lién tiép vang lén, tirng trong gidp man toc
sang loang nhao nhao ha xuéng sau lwng han, con s6 1én dén hon hai muoi.
Phia sau truyén dén tiéng gi6, Trwong Canh canh giac quay dau lai, ba vai
bi de 1én trwdc — ngwoi vira dén chinh la Tham Dich mac huyén giap.

Trén ngwoi Tham Dich dinh nhiéu mau hon, huyén thiét c6 vé cang thém
Xam Xxit.

Cat Ban Tiéu khong biét ndi tinh, mat tron mudn lot ra: “Tham... Tham
tién sinh?”

Trewong Canh nghiéng dau, phun ra mot bing mau: “P6 la twéng quan
Huyén Thiét doanh, ngudi bén canh An Pinh hau, dirng goi bay.”

Ludi Cat Ban Tiéu tirc khac xoan thanh mot sgi day thirng, toan than trén
dwéi hon mot ngan tdng ma té giong lap bap: “An, An An Dinh hau!”
Tham Dich ay ndy chia mot ban tay sat den si cho Cat Ban Tiéu.

Ban tay dy to bang dau thiéu nién, con dinh mau, Cat Ban Tiéu theo ban
nang nham mat rut c6, nhung ban tay sat lai chi nhe nhang so dau ga, so vé6i
mot sgi 16ng chim bay xuéng con nhu hoa hon, khéng lam gay mét sgi toc
nao.

Tham Dich che ché hai thiéu nién sau lwng, ditng vitng lai, chuyén hwéng
sang nam nhan & cudi con duong: “Ta nghe no6i ‘dau lang’ ctia Thién Lang
muoi tam bo Cat D6 virong gia c6 mot nhi ¥ tai ba, tén la...”
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Ngwoi man kia nhan nhat tiép 10i: “Gia Lai — dich sang tiéng ctia nguoi

Trung Nguyén cac nguoi thi y nghia la ‘huynh hoac’.” (huynh hodc nghia
la mé hoac)

“Huynh Hodc thé t, hitu 16.” Tham tién sinh d& cat phong nhan, cham rai
gio thiét quyén 1én tredc ngue, nhap gia tuy tuc dung lé tiét cta ngwdi man.

Thé t& nguwdi man héi: “Quy qua den, mau bao tén di.”

“V6 danh tiéu t6t, khong du giat vao ham rang ton quy,” Tham Dich thoang
nd nu cuwoi, dung giong diéu nhe nhang kiéu thu sinh, nghe hét sitc biét
diéu ma héi, “Bac man mudoi tdam bd da xwng than véi triéu ta hon muwoi
nam, nhitng ndm qua bang giao hitu héo, tién cong day du, lui téi thong
thirong, hai bén van binh yén vo si, Dai Luwong ta tw thay chua tirng bac dai
chw vi, xin hoi cac vi hién gio khong maoi tw dén, dao binh lién luy bach
tinh phu nhu tay khong tac sat, la dao ly gi day?”

Cat Ban Tiéu giat minh dan ra — Tham tién sinh sang sém day con deo cai
tap dé buon cwoi, chti bdi di quanh bé bép, lic nay tredc mat mot loat
nguwoi man dong nghit, y ditng trong huyén gidp u am, lai cé tuw thai “ngan
van nguoi ta cling xong 1én” khong may may lay chuyén.

Thé t& ngwdi man nhin Tham Dich giay lat, ngoai cwoi trong khéng cuai
ma htr mot tiéng.

Tiép d6, anh mat han lai 1an nita chuyén sang Trwong Canh, néi bang thit
tiéng pho thong Pai Lwong rd rang: “Vira nghe cac huynh dé dén béo, néi
trong toa thanh bién thuy nay lai c6 ngudi cia Huyén Thiét doanh, ta con
twong la ho dang hu doa thoi, thi ra la that, nhw vay xem ra... 16i don kia
cling la that? Nhi t do than ni* nam dé Hoang dé Trung Nguyén cac nguoi
cudp doat sinh ra, that sy tron & cho nay?”

Tim Truwong Canh dap manh.

Thé t&r ngwdi man ngam nghia Trwong Canh choc 1at, tira nhw khong danh
long nhin y nita.
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Tay nguwdi man cao 16n hoi ngang dau 1én, troi thoang am u, khong trung
tang may che pha, lot vao 4anh mat nhw chita vie sau ctia han. Han thi thao
néi véi vi than khong biét tén nao dé trén troi: “Than nit cta Thién Lang
muoi tdm bo ta, 1a tinh linh sach sé nhat trén thdo nguyén, thién phong
cling muén hén goéc vay nang, tat ca sinh linh nhin thdy nang déu phai cui
dau, noi nang ca mda, nam sau cé bo dé thanh dan, c6 c6 cay um tum, hang
ha sa s6 hoa twoi c6 thé nd dén dudi chan truong sinh thién...”

Trong giong ndi cua han c6 nhip diéu ky la, giong nhu hat 1én mot khiic ca
du muc dén tr thdo nguyén.

“Vi twéng quan nay,” Thé t&* ngwdi man noi, “Cac nguwoi chiém doat dong
c6 cta ching ta, dao rong tam huyét cua dai dia, cwép doat than nit, hién
gio lai hdi ta vi sao ma dén, ciing that vo ly qua! Quy quoc thanh hién thién
co, gido héa van ngan, chi day cac nguoi cach lam cudng dao sao? Cho du
la Huyén Thiét doanh, noi nay cling chi c6 m6t minh ngwoi, ta khuyén
nguwoi mau tranh ra, giao tiéu tap ching dé cho ta, d€ n6 mot moi lra di
chudc toi vGi treong sinh thién, binh 6n oan khi cua than nit bi lam ban. Ta
that 1a... nhin khong n6i khuoén mat nay!”

Cat Ban Tiéu n6i tam van hon don, nghe dén dé nhin chung da hiéu dam ba
cau, vOi héi: “Pai ca, han ndi tiéu... khy, la huynh a?”

Trwong Canh hét sitc bwc boi, lanh nhat néi: “C6 thé bét néi hai cau
khong?”

“Thé t& néi nhw vay...” Tham Dich bat dac di lac dau, “That 1a 4c nhan cao
trang tredc ma! Thoi, hai ta & day truy lai nguyén nhan cudc chién Bac phat
mudi bon nam tredc cling chang cé nghia 1y gi, mudn danh c danh di.”

Y mot cau nhw dinh sat noéi ra, hai bitc twong thap hai bén ngé nho dong
loat bi ddm trong gidp cao hon dau twong day doé, hai tép vo si Bac man
tach ra, dang dang sat khi bao vay Tham Dich va Truong Canh.

Tham Dich 1ldy mot thanh dodn kiém trén nguwdi dwa cho Truwong Canh:
“Pién ha can than!”
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Tham tién sinh néi chuyén khach khi, tay lai rat xau xa, mot cau chwa diet
da tién ha tha vi cuong.

Sau lung huyén gidp phun ra hoi nwéc dai gan mét trwgng, cat phong nhan
trong tay y rit I1én ban ra, tya gi6 xody sang nhu tuyét, rdi tay quét qua, ba
vO si man toc dirng gan nhat khong kip phong bi, hop vang & nguwc dong
thoi bi nghién nat, titc khac bi trong giap khoa lai tai cho.

Thé ti ngwdi man quat to mét tiéng, lam guwong cho binh si ma lao t6i, kéo
theo con gi6 ngot ngat.

Tham Dich khong chit do du tiép chiéu, dong thdi quat Treong Canh va
Cat Ban Tiéu: “Chay!”

Huyén giap cta Huyén Thiét doanh c6 nhién tinh diéu trac tuyét, nhung
cling tinh diéu qua mitc r6i — nghe n6i mét bo huyén giap nhe hon trong
giap binh thuwong hon bén muoi can. Tham Dich von nhw mot thw sinh van
nhwgce, do cwong trang kém xa thé t& ngwdi man kia, y hai tay gio cat
phong nhdn, ngan déi phwong dap t¢i nhu sam danh mot cach khé khan, ca
nguoi lai bi ép lui ra sau.

Hai b0 trong giap do stc, twong, san, nha da chung quanh... tham chi dai
thu nguwdi 6m khong xué, déu chang dwgc may man thoat khoi, am am do
hét.

Thé t* nguwdi man quat: “BE tiéu tap ching do lai!”

M4y trong giap nguwoi man theo 10i hanh dong, hoi nwdc trang x6a bay lén
khap noi, chan hai thiéu nién téng cong ba chan lai.

Truwong Canh hoanh kiém trdc nguc, mot chan hoan toan khéng dua sic,
danh phai mém nhiin budng thong. Nguwc y dap nhw ndi trong, tim chirng
nhv muén tung ra, trén mat la vé tré con am tram, lang tinh an sau trong
huyét mach khi hung ton d6i mat véi vo si man toc kia da bi bitc ra — Tam
thoi khoan ban ngudi goi la “than ni¥” d6 cé phai me y that hay khong, cho
du phai, thiéu chét con trai dé t€ me rudt la ky van di sy gi day?
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Cat Ban Tiéu quet nwdc miii, trong bui dat mit mu dan thoi hoi: “Pai ca,
huynh that sy 1a ‘dién ha’ a, thé khéng phai la phat dat r6i sao?”

Trwong Canh: “Phat dat cai ram, nhan lam ngwdi thoi — Sap chét roi, con
khong mau chay?”

Cat Ban Tiéu wdn nguc: “Dé khong chay, dé phai di theo dai ca... A, me
oil”

Hai ngwoi man mot trai mot phai lao t6i, Cat Ban Tiéu mdi con hao ngon
trang nglt bi mot ké tim 1ay gio cao qua dau, muén ném chét ga.

Cat Ban Tiéu kia tay mat lanh le, nhw ché con hap héi quay dap ti& chi, 6m
cttng canh dai thu bén canh, trong ldc sinh t* hiém nguy boc phat ra sitc
manh khong nhu con ngudi, vay ma lai treo dugc minh 1én cay.

DPang tiéc, tuy ga khong phai la ngwoi, quan ga van la mot manh vai pham,
bi xé cai roat.

Ciing khong biét Cat Ban Tiéu la cai kho 16 cai khon, hay bi doa vai dai,
thdy quan chét tran, ga bén thuan thé té luon day dau day mat tén ngwoi
man madc trong giap.

Tén kia lai con day mat na bao ho 1én, hitng hét khong lang phi mot chut
nao.

Han ta titc phat dién, dwong treong gam lén mot ti€éng, quét ngang thiét
quyén, muon dap chét tén nhai nay, ngd dau duwdi chan chgt mat khong ché,
thi ra la Treong Canh dang tron tranh ké dich nhan lic han ditng bat dong
tai cho, nham chuan, xdo quyét dam doan kiém vao dwong noi ctia cai chan
thép.

Poan kiém kia khéng hé la sdn pham ctia Huyén Thiét doanh, sac bén v6
cung, khong gi can noi, chat dit mot tdim nep chan cta cwong giap. Tén
nguwoi man mat thang bang tryc tiép quy xuéng, khong hé nghiéng léch can
dwong dong bon. Cat Ban Tiéu nhu con khi béo nhdy 1én ngon cdy, nhanh
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nhen vurgt n6c bang twong, anh diing 6m gach trén dau twong, gao lén vai
Truwong Canh: “Pai ca mau tranh ra!”

Trewong Canh dwdi chan phun swong trang, khong kip ding day, dé chan
thép dwa y di mdy trugng, sau d6 mot tang da 16n roi xudng, nén ngay 1én
mi sat cia tén ngwoi man, “Coong” mot tiéng, am cudi qua thyc la dw am
vang vang bén tai, ba ngay khong duit.

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Vwong bat dan dam tut quan ta, cho cac nguwoi dam tut quan
tal”

Trwong Canh lan tron dinh day dat, dang muon gidy giua ditng day bang
mot chan, thi dot nhién sau gdy cang 1én, mdt ban tay sat to kénh ti trén
troi giang xudng, xach ca nguoi y 1én.

Trwong Canh theo ban nang tim thiét oan khau, nhuwng tén kia can ban
khong cho y muon lyc, duong treong mudn dap y 1én twong.

Tham Dich bi thé tit ngwdi man quan lay da ngoai tam tay vGi —

Pring lic nay, mot tiéng ngwa hi chdi tai truyén dén, mot mdi thiét tién sang
rwc nhu ché tre phong qua ngang trdi, xuyén qua tam thép day cop, truc
tiép ghim ké vira bat Trwedng Canh 1én twong.

Birc twong thap 1é té khong cach nao chiu dwoc sitc nang cda trong giap, do
ram xu6ng. Treong Canh chat vat nga ngoi trong phé tich, nghe thdy trén
bau troi truyén dén mot tiéng wng kéu c6 luyc xuyén thdu cwc manh. Y nhin
1én d6, chi thay hai bong den khong 16 xoay tron gitta troi, tir trén cao bao
vay muoi tdm thiét han cda thé t& ngwdi man trong pham vi cia tredng
cung thiét tién.

Thé t& ngwdi man ngang dau, tron trirtng mat: “Huyén Ung!”

Cach dé khong xa mot nguoi dap: “Khong phéi sao, da 1au khong gap,
Huyén Thiét tam b0 van an thé ti dién ha.”

Am thanh &y quen thudc dén do khién Trwong Canh chan dong toan than, y
quy trong phé tich day gach da ngéi vun, khé long tin n6i ma nhin ngwoi
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madc khinh gidp ngy ma di dén.

Nguoi no mac loai giap nhe nhat chuyén dung cho cuwdi ngua, toan than
trén duwdi chang qua ba muoi can, con goi la “khinh ctru”.

Y khong mang mat na bao ho, ngay ca mii giap cling o ho xach trong tay, 10
ra khudon mdt ttrng xong lam vao giac mo ctia Trweong Canh, nét rudi chu sa
noi khée mat do dén béong nguoi.

Cat Ban Tiéu ngo6i xom trén dau twong lac lw, suyt nita nga dai dau, bop
manh dui minh mot phat: “Me oi... Thuc khong phai la Thap Luc thuc caa
ta sao?”

“Pung vay, dai diét tir,” “Tham Thap Luc” khong chut dé y phéng ngwa vé
phia trudc, giong nhu tran dia dich hoan toan khong lot n6i vao mat y, y
ngao man rut mét thanh cat phong nhan bén hong, day thi thé nguwdi man
kia ra, quay dau lai cvdi mang Cat Ban Tiéu trén dau twong, “Oat con, tha
chim gitta duwong vay do, mau tim cai la ma che di!”

Cat Ban Tiéu vo6i vang xau ho dua tay bit.

Truwong Canh lai cham chdm nhin y, nhat thoi quén mat minh dang &
phuwong nao.

“Tham Thap Luc” dén anh mat y, nhdy xudng ngwa, hoi khom lwng dwa
mot tay cho Trwong Canh: “Than C6 Quan, cttu gia cham tré ro6i.”

Chuong 11: Thu luwéi

Co Quan ngwoi nay troi sinh chang duwgc tot tinh khiém ton gi cho cam, dau
rang chut khinh cuéng thoi tré da bi cat vang Tay Vuc mai mon bét roi, ban
chat van la ché khong bo dugce théi an cirt.

Y kiét ngao bat thuan, muc ha v6 tran, nhitng nam gan day, du ngudoi khac
khen hay chtri, y déu chwa bao gio dé tam.

Thé ma budi sang hom nay, C6 Quan dung tén gia Tham Thap Luc ric
trong bép lam biéng udng rwgu, chgt nghe thdy Tham Dich néi Truong
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Canh hoc nét chit minh, khoanh khac dy mui vi trong long y lai khong thé
ta noi.

CO Quan tr thud lot long lan dau tién cam thdy hoadng sg, han khong thé
sinh ra thém may doi tai khong dung duwoc, dé nghe ré tirng cau ting chi
xem Truong Canh néi minh viét dep hay xau, lai am tham lo lang cong luc
minh khong du, sé 1am 16 con chau ngudi ta.

Pay dai khai chinh la sy dong dung khi mo6i mot nguwdi lam cha lan dau
nghe 1én thay con néi “twong lai ta mudn tr@ thanh nguwdi nhw cha ta” nhi.

Tham Dich tirng hoi y, néu Tredng Canh han y thi phéi lam thé nao?
Y lic dy dong dac dap lai — ky thye hoan toan la néi khoac thoi.

Co dai soai thong dong xuat hién gitta thién quan van ma, c6 ra vé binh tinh
nhin dita con nuoi, chd mong c6 thé thay mot chit kinh hi — cho du kinh
16n hon hi cling dwge, nhung khong ngd Truwong Canh chi cho y vé trong
rong nhu long da chét vay.

Y khoac bo da mat binh tinh kia, trong long tham giat minh.
C0 Quan nghi: “Xong ro6i, lan nay thi gian that r6i.”

C6 mot loai ngwdi, troi sinh nhan nghia da tinh, dau trai qua rat nhiéu ac y,
van c6 thé duy tri trai tim t6t dep lac Iw mu6n d6 mot cach khé khan, nguai
nhw vay rat hiém thdy, nhung Trieong Canh qua that c6 tiém chat nay.

Nhay mat gdp phdi dai bién, y con chwa kip lam ro than thé phu day béng
den ctia minh, da lai bi cu6én vao vu hon loan do Bac man xam pham. Song
du rang y rat doi do dw vé con duong phia truedc, day phan no va bat lwc véi
canh ngo, doi vdi huynh dé Tham gia khong rd lai lich cling trung trung
nghi ngd — nhung y van mudn citu Cat Ban Tiéu, van khong cach nao kiém
ché sy néng rudt néng gan danh cho “Tham Thap Luc” thuy chung khong
thay tam hoi.

Doc duong, Treong Canh titng vo s6 1an nghi: Hién gio trong thanh toan la
bon nguwdi man giét ngwdi nhw ngée, Tham tién sinh lai & day, vay tiéu
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nghia phu buéc qua bac ctra cling 16 mé ca budi kia phai lam thé nao?
Ai bao vé y? Ai dua y ra khoi thanh?
Tat cd sau lo héa thanh tro bui khi y nghe thdy hai chit “C6 Quan”.

Bong nhién, Trieong Canh khong biét nén dung biéu cam gi dé doi mat véi
Thap Luc — C6 Quan.

That nuwc cwdi qua sitc! Co dai soai danh chan thién ha sao c6 thé la con ma
om nghe khong rd nhin khong thay? Can y lo lang sao?

Hon nita, C6 Quan vi sao lai xudt hién & cai noi ché an da ga an soi nay?
Huyén Thiét doanh nén & tit Tay Vuc vi sao c6 thé tap két nhanh chéng
nhu vay?

Thé t* ngwdi man kia rot cudc la tap kich bat ngg, hay da buwdc chan vao
cai bay nguoi ta giang san?

Nhitng y nghi nay dot nhién bung l1én trong dau Trwong Canh nhu phéo
hoa, lai twa sao bang lang 1é w6t qua, y chang buon nghi sau, chi la nguc
dau nhoi — bédi vi y ¢ lo lang mai nhw ba gia, hoa ra chi la ty da tinh va
khong biét lwgng sttc thoi. Treong Canh da sém biét thé nao la “sg hai” va
“lanh long” , cling ti'ng cam thu s tuyét vong va hap héi, chi khong biét
hai chit “x4u h6” ma cting c6 thé lam rudt gan dit tirng khic.

C6 Quan thay Truwong Canh dé hoe vanh mat khong tra 16i, cudi cung tim
ra mot chit ay ndy tir cai lwong tam da thoi riva hét. Y thd dai, tredc mat
doéng dao quan dich khong coi ai ra gi ma quy mot goi xudng, can than thao
tam nep trén chan bi thwong cua Trwong Canh, ban tay mang mot tang
khinh gidp 4n nhe vai cai, n6i: “Mat ca chan bi trat, khong dang ngai, cé
dau khong?”

Treong Canh khong hé rang mot tiéng.

Dita tré nay tuy binh nhat ciing lam niing gian doi y, nhung cai gi cling nghi
cho y, lic nay dot nhién dung 4nh mat xa la nhw vay nhin y cham cham,
khién C6 Quan bong hoi hoi han.
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Nhung chi héi han mot chdp mat thoi.

An DPinh hau long da sat da nhanh chong nghi thoang: “Sw tinh da dén budéc
nay, héi han thi lam dwoc cai ram gi.”

Thé la y khong dé 16 hi no ma cui dau, vé mat ho hitng nang chan bi thuong
cta Trwong Canh 1én, chang noi tiéng nao, thoat cai da bé lai khép.

Trwong Canh toan than hoi run ray, nhung khong kéu dau.

Co6 1€ gio nay khac nay du nguoi ta dam mot nhat dao, y cling chang biét
dau dau.

CO Quan bé y lén dat trén lung ngwa, phat hién minh khéng déi pho dugc
dia con nudi, danh phai chuyén sang bat nat ngwdi man.

Y xudng ngua, gap mat, n6i xwong mot loat dong tac ngay ca dau ciing
chang ngang lén, giong nhw dam dich giap cam vii khi déu khong tén tai,
nhwng nhat thoi thye sw cling chang ai ddm manh dong — c6 1é chi mét chir
“c6” trén soai ky, da cé thé khién dam lang s6i thao nguyén s¢g mat mat roi.

Anh mit thé t man toc nhin y twa nhw vua s6i nhin chim chim tén thg sin
tirng tan sat dong toc cia minh, thu sau nhw bién, dé phong qua mitc.

Mudi bon nam trwdc, cha ruét Cé6 Quan da giét hét cac tong chi huy cta
muoi tdm bo lac, Lang Vwong — ciing chinh 1a cha vi thé t& nay, dén nay di
lai dwa vao hai cai chan gia 1ém chodm dang sg, toan la nho C6 lao hau gia
ban cho ca.

Thé tir khong thiéu dau 6c, chuyén ma ngay ca mot dita tré nhw Trwong
Canh trong ltic long r6i nhw to vo cling c6 thé 10 md doan ra, han duong
nhién khong thé khong sang td, vira thay C6 Quan thi han lién biét dai thé
da mat.

Giong nhu thé theo nguyén vong ctia han, khong xa truyén dén mot tiéng rit
chéi tai, mot thap tin hiéu trang nhgt nhw toan thién hau bay 1én khong
trung, no tung sang rvc nhuw ban ngay. (Ton thién hau 1a mot loai phao ché
tao dua theo nguyén ly cta tén Ira)
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Sau d6 bay tam bong den Huyén Ung nhu tia chép mau t6i, 14 lwgt dap
xuong cy dién.

Huyén Ung la khac tinh 16n nhat cta cy dién, bon nguwdi man d6 khong biét
kiém tir dau ra mot dam cwong giap, chang qua la tai hén hoc mon, bé dang
dang sg, nao phai doi thu cia Huyén Thiét doanh xuat than nhap héa?

C0 Quan du ban van ung dung thu tim nhin vé, dung giong diéu mudn an
don riéng biét néi: “Lang Vwong Cat Po bai twéng kia thé nao r6i? Xuwong
cot con ran chac chi?”

Ban ndy Tham Dich du chinh dién trach hoi, d6i dién dau vo, cling thiy
chung la phong d6 dai qudc khach khach khi khi, nhat phai hitu ly hitu ct,
thé t&* ngwoi man nhat thoi chwa thé thich @wng cach néi chuyén cua Co dai
soai, suyt nita tic hoc mau: “Nguoi...”

CO Quan: “S6m nghe n6i muwoi tam bd cé6 maot thé tir da tam birng birng,
con vé ra ké hoach ‘thwc kim’, ta n6i nay thé tit, bang cac ngwoi ma cling
muon thén tinh Pai Lwong ha? Coi chirtng bé bung ma chét!” (Trong thuc
kim thi thue 1a duc khoét, lam hao mon, kim la chi ti Iwru kim)

Lan nay thé ti ngwdi man that sy da bién sac.

“Ké hoach thuc kim” la tuyét mat ctia Thién Lang b0, cling la do vi thé t
“Huynh Hodc” nay sau khi tiép quan thwc quyén ctia Thién Lang mdt tay
vach muu — cwong giap va ky thuat hoi nwéc ctia Pai Luong tién bo vugt
bac, Thién Lang b vé mat nay 16 mat tién co, trong mudi may nam bi danh
dén co ho khong thd ndi. Cho du la cao tha tuyét thé sitc vac dugc dinh,
tredc mat trong giap va thiét dién binh hién gio da cai tao hoan thién, cling
chang qua la chau chiu da xe. Thé t* Huynh Hodc hiéu rat rd, mu6n bao
tht rita han, dya vao danh tryc dién, tuyét doi la mo mong hiao huyeén.

(Dién trong thiét dién binh la con diéu hau)

Trw phi Pai Lwong muc nat tir trong ra ngoai.
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Pai Lwong tuy dat rong cua nhiéu, nhung khong c6 quang tr Ivu kim thanh
quy mo. T Ivu kim chinh 1a ménh mach quoc gia, khong dugc co bat cit so
suat gi, bai vay triéu dinh ra 1énh cam dan gian mua di ban lai, ké trai Iénh
ludn x nhv “muu phdn” , néu bi bat dugc, tru ctru toc cling khong la. Cac
loai hoa co khéi 16i dan dung trong dan gian can dong lwc, phai mang theo
cong ham bao dam ctia quan phu mau, danh than, ct¥ nhan... cac nhan vat
c6 uy tin danh dv & dia phwong dén ctra hang bén dwéi hoang thurong riéng
cta triéu dinh mua t Ivu kim thap hon mét cap.

Nhung buon t Iwu kim rat 1ai, chg den cdm mai chang dugce. C6 cau
“ngwoi chét vi tién, chim chét vi an” , hang vong mang chiu liéu mang vi
tién tir xwra dén nay mudn bao nhiéu c6 bay nhiéu, song chi c6 moi sy liéu
mang ma khong tim ra nguon cung cap ciing vo ich.

Nhitng “kim thuwong” chg den dau tién déu la tw minh chay dén thao
nguyén tim van khi, ké cé van khi trong van nguwoi chang dwgc mot, phan
16n déu chét gitta dwong.

Thién Lang b6 nham vao chg den Pai Lwong, doc hét von liéng, khong
ngai mo ga lay tritng, hang nam 0 at khai thac ti Ivu kim, sau khi nop da
cong, lién dung s6 ti Ivu kim thtra hoi 16 twdng si bién thuy, danh bai tirng
ké, day chinh la “thyc kim”.

Viéc nay tir bdy tdm nam trudc da bat dau cham rai tién hanh. Sau dé,
ngwoi man lién lac dugc v6i H6 Cach Nhi dang & Nhan Hoéi tiéu tran, song
phwong ndi (tng ngoai hop, qua may nam chuan bi, thé t* Huynh Hodac tu
tin, trong trong tran bién thuy Bac cwong, khong cé dau la han khong tho
tay td&i, khong nhin thay.

Nhung viéc nay trdi biét dat biét, tha pham biét, C6 Quan lam sao ma biét
duoc?

Chang 1é y that sy c6 thé tha nhan thong thién?

Chi trong dam ba cau, cudc tranh doat cy dién trén troi da cé két cuc,
khong hé 1é mé.
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C0O Quan dang ghét chap tay sau lung, chra thda man ma mé miéng boi
thém mot nhat dao: “Thé tw, ta ndi that véi ngwoi vay, Co mo & cai noi quy
quai nay kinh can cho ngwoi da lau, ngay ngay gap ac mong lo lang nguoi
khong dén — néu nguwoi khong dén thi ta 1ay cé gi dé dep sach dam sau mot
an hoang lwong khong lam viéc? Pa ta nguoi nhé!”

Thé ti* ngwdi man trong cé vé rat muodn 10t da rit gan y. Co6 Quan thay han
da tic sui bot mép, sy kho chiu vi bat Iyc véi Treong Canh cudi cung da
lang xu6ng, nd nu cwoi 1é khi birc nguoi.

“Ké hoach thyc kim, ha ha, c6 tai — khong nhiéu 16i nita, bat 1ay cho ta!”

No6i xong, Co6 Quan dat cwong ngwa cia Trwong Canh: “D€ dién ha giat
minh, than xin dan ngya cho dién ha.”

Truwong Canh dung hét toan lyc trgn mat nhin d6i phwong, nhung mac cho
anh mat y nhw kiém, C6 Quan van c¢ dao thwong bat nhap... giong nhw
tredc gio luon khong nghe thay Tham tién sinh kéu minh rira bat vay.

Truong Canh thap giong néi: “An Pinh hau ngay ca t6i t&¢ cling khong dan
theo mot nguwdi, dén noi viing can nuwdc ti nay mai danh an tich, that la

"’

tram phuwong ngan ké qua vat va

Trude kia du tirc gian chét di dugc, y cling khong nhan tdm n6i mot cau
nang 10i v6i Thap Luc, Itic nay mot cau cham choc ra khoi miéng, da ty
lam minh khé chiu muén chét triwdc, tay nam chat day cwong dén tai xanh.
“Gian dén mic khong them nhan minh nita.” C6 Quan hoi phién mudn
nghi bung, “Phai lam sao day?”

Y xwa nay gioi cham Itra, dot ai ké d6 nd, nhwng luon khong gioi dap Itra,
moi lan mu6n dan xép cho 6n thda, chang biét vi sao ma nguwoi ta ngugc lai
cang phan no hon.

C0 Quan c6 gang ha giong giai thich: “Do quan vu, khong thé cho dién ha
biét than phan, da dac toi nhiéu. Truwdc kia bat nat tiéu dién ha khong it,
mong rang sau nay trd vé, dién ha dirng mach Hoang thugng...”
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Y chwa ditt 10i thi Cat Ban Tiéu trén dau twong chot hét 1én: “Can than!”

Mot nguwoi man khong biét nap trong phé tich tir khi nao, dot nhién kéo
dong lyc & chan 1én hét cd, chép mat da lao dén sau lvng Cé Quan, gam lén
ma chém mot nhat dao.

Trewong Canh trén lung ngwa liéc thady, mot bau x6t xa cay dang déu chang
mang nita, dwdi tinh thé cap bach, theo ban nang lao ra gio tay muén chan
trrong dao cho C6 Quan: “Nghia phu!”

Duwdi chan C6 Quan chgt boc 1én mot dwong swong trang, khinh ctru va
trong giap khong cung mét cap trong lwong, mot chit dong luc cling c6 thé
giup than nhe nhu yén, bong ngwoi thoat cai da nhdy 1én lung ngwa. Treong
Canh chi cam thay hong cang lén, lvng dam sam vao giap méng & nguc Co
Quan, sau do6 bong den w6t qua tredc mat.

Ludi dao ctia cat phong nhan trong tay C6 Quan chwva ra, van la mot cay
hac thiét c6n tron, nhwng miii nhon da vo cung tinh chuan cam vao kién
tinh cta trong giap. Pong luc trén vai trong giap dot nhién bi cat dit, canh
tay sat cua ngwoi man phat ra mot tiéng dong ghé rang, khoéa chat, kep
trrong dao vung téi & trén khong, lac nay lwdi dao cach tran C6 Quan chwa
day ba tac.

Ma y thi ngay cad mi mat ciing chwa chép mot cai.

C0 Quan thiic manh bung ngwa, chién ma hi dai nhdy di, ban tay y 6m that
lvng Truwong Canh khong nhanh khong cham doi 1én che mat thiéu nién.
Cat phong nhan bi chién ma lao ra kéo 1én, hoi nwéc phun manh, phat ra
mot tiéng no rat nho, mot vong ludi dao xoay tron dai ba thwdc phong ra
khoi vo, chém nat tir ba vai nguoi man kia trd 1én.

Mot luéng hoi nwdc dm ap phun 1én c6 Trwong Canh, y hoi giat minh, sau
dé méi ngtti thady mui mau twoi.

Vi dang nhw ngdm thudc trén nguwdi Co6 Quan an duwdi khinh ctru thiét giap,
tim mai chang ra, Trweong Canh chép mat cam thdy ngoi sau minh la mot
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nguoi xa la.

Tiéu nghia phu cua y, giong nhu chira bao gio ton tai vay.

Chuong 12: Chuyeén cu

Nguoi man doc hét toan lyc, toan bd trong giap quan bat ngo tap kich Nhan
Hoi thanh, c6 thé noi la liéu cai mang gia. Trong giap ma DPai Luwong nudi
con tray trat, doi v6i muwoi tdm bo lac nguwdi man sé l1a khai niém gi day?
Pai khai la “vat hét m&” cling con thiéu xa, cot tiy cling phdi cao ba lan
mo&i dugc.

Ho von la dan toc thién chién chung 6 véi s6i hoang ma 16n 1én, lai thém u
muu da 1au doc sitc danh mot tran vdéi bo doi trong giap, dwong nhién nén
danh dau thang dé.

Tiéc thay lai dung tring Huyén Thiét doanh.

Huyén Ung nhanh nhen doat lai cy dién, Huyén Giap bat song thé tir nguoi
man, dwéi sy dong y ngam ctia C6 Quan, tru hét tan quan Bac man trong
thanh, ngay ay thai dwong chwa xuoéng nui thi cudc chién da két thic.

Van chwra hét, C6 Quan xit 1y ngoai dich xong, 1ap titc 1gi dung thé sét danh
khong kip bit tai, chuyén huéng dao binh sang phe minh, nhan khi moi
nguoi sg hdi than uy cia Huyén Thiét doanh, mot hoi bat hét dam vo tuwéng
16n nho ctia Nhan Ho6i thanh, Treong Duwong quan tuyén Bac cwong hon
sau muoi nguwdi, khong hoi phai trai ding sai, nhat loat giam giit chd tham
sau, nhat thoi Bac cwong phong thanh hac 1€, ngudi ngudi lo lang.

Trewong Canh va Céat Ban Tiéu tam thoi duwgc an tri trong phtt Quach dai
nhan Thai thi Nhan H6i. Quach dai nhan gap C6 Quan lién run lay bay, sg
bi lién luy, nghe bdo tréng nom tiéu hoang t* ma&i biét minh da thoat nan,
that sy khong dam so sudt teo nao, phai hai nhém nguoi chie san & cira
vién bon Truong Canh dang tra tam dé nghe sai st, chi thiéu ty minh dén
bung tra rét nuwdc thoi.
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Cat Ban Tiéu dva hoi Trueong Canh, cling dwoc hwdng thu 1é ngd hoang gia
mot phen.

Cuc thit m& kia tr trong binh hoang ma loan binh tinh lai, vita nghi minh
da ctra nat nha tan, lién 6a khéc mot tran trwde, khéc nira chirng thi nhé ra
Truwong Canh cling giong minh, c6 kho 1é loi, tuy con mot ngwdi than la
nghia phy, nhwng Thap Luc thic ngay cad bong ciing khong thay, chang
them dén tham, khong khéi lién dong bénh twong lién, ngai khong dam
khoc 16c am 1 ngay tredc mat Trwong Canh.

Nhung khong khoc ciling chang cé viéc khac dé 1am, Cat Ban Tiéu ben bé
ngon tay, tinh suy nghi rd rang moi viéc trong day, sau cung van tit bé, vi
viéc nay qua phitc tap doi vGi ga, nghi kiéu gi cling la mot dong ho, lién héi
Truong Canh: “DPai ca, ho n6i cha huynh la Hoang dé, thé chang 1€ di Tu la
hoang hau?”

Trwong Canh tay cam nira thanh “tu trung ty” , lic ctu Cat Ban Tiéu, y da
ban m6t miii tu trung ty trong thiét oan khau, sau dé khi thu don chién
trvong lai 1én nhat ve.

Hét thdy cac vat bang sat, sac bén va bén chac rat kho cung tén tai, tu trung
ty trong Van ban khau dau chém sat nhw chém bun, that sy khéng dugc
chac lam, miii nhon da gdy trong trong giap ctia nguwdi man, bi t¥ lwu kim
néng hoéi lam tan mot goc, lwdi cling chang con, bién thanh mt manh sat
den si trui lai.

Treong Canh vira dung dinh sét cao cho go trén mat dao, vita ditng dwng
néi véi Cat Ban Tiéu: “Con ctia Hoang dé dau phai déu do hoang hau dé ra,
ong ta co hang ta vg, hon nita Tu Nuong la nguwdi man, ta cling khong phai
hoang tr gi do, 1a ni*t nhan man téc dé muon cho ta gia mao hoang i th6i.”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “...”

Tiéu nhi ti nha do6 té nghe cau trd 10i nay, cang mu tit chang hiéu gi hét, ha
miéng dan thoi ra mot lic, cdm thay dai ca that qua dang thwong, chim bay
thd chay déu c6 cha me, chi minh y khéng r6 nguén goc ctia minh, cha me
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nhw mot dong chi r6i khéng g& noi, cling chang biét 1a than thanh phuwong
nao.

Cat Ban Tiéu thé thot: “Pai ca, huynh yén tdm, mac ké cha huynh la Hoang
thuwong la bach ho hay con hat, huynh déu la dai ca dé!”

Truwong Canh nghe vay, thoat tién kho khoc nhéch khée moi, sau do co 1é
da ném dwgc mot teo tw vi, rét cudc hoi 10 ra nét ci’di map mao.

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Mai kia néu dé ciing c6 thé vao Huyén Thiét doanh thi tot
r0i.”

Trwong Canh chwa kip tiép 10i, bén ngoai chgt c6 nguwdi néi: “Huyén Thiét
doanh khong thé so véi twédng si binh thuwong, hang ngay thao luyén cye ky
gian kho, nguwoi chiu noi khong?”

Hai thiéu nién ngang dau 1én, thady Tham Dich day ctta budc vao.

Tham Dich da thay hac giap dang sg, chdp mat lai la mot thuw sinh nghéo
tung dai dong nhu dan ba, toan than 10 ro6 mot chit “ngheo” , xach hai hop
thitc an di vao dat lén ban: “Bita khuya, an di!”

Quéach dai nhan rat coi trong dudng sinh, bita khuya trong phu chi 1ong
bong toan nwdc la nwdc, ngwdi 16n thi cling danh, thém mot miéng bét mot
miéng déu dugc, nhung thiéu nién choai choai lam sao chiu n6i? Cat Ban
Tiéu hup lién ba bat mi ga, van chi cam thdy no nuwéc, ngay ca 16p m& dong
am ha mat trén nguwoi cling xam xit di, lic nay mé& cdp 1ong, thdy bén trong
that sy la banh bao, man thau va thit, mat sang r&, lap titc reo mot tiéng lao
t¢i, ném phang Huyén Thiét doanh v6i cha Bach Thiét doanh gi dé ra sau
dau.

Song tiéu ban t* nay rat y t, quén thién ha ciing khong quén dai ca, tredc
tién hdn hé 1ay mot cai banh bao to cho Truong Canh: “Pai ca, an di.”

Truwong Canh thodng nhin phia sau Tham Dich, khong thdy nguwdi mudn
gdp, tirc thi chang mudn an nita, iu xiu xua tay, dan cam giac mat mat trong
long, ué odi chao héi: “Tham twéng quan.”
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“Khong dam nhan,” Tham Dich vira thdy sac mat y lién biét y dang nghi gi,
diém nhién ngo6i xudng bén canh, giai thich: “Lan nay bién phong thanh tay
manh, Co dai sodi that sy khong thé phan than, chi la trong long y hét sitc
lo lang cho dién ha, nén dac biét dan ta dén tham.”

“bién ha thi khong dam nhan,” Treong Canh ditng dung cti dau, tram mac
mot lic, doan lanh tanh noéi, “Thap... Hau gia tram c6ng nghin viéc con
nhoc long nghi dén ching ta, thyc khién nguoi ta thu sing nhwgce kinh.”

Tham Dich cwoi néi: “Néu Dai soai biét dién ha & sau lvng xa cach nhuw
vay, chac long sé buon lam. Pang ti€c ngudoi do, trong long kho chiu ciing
chwa tirng néi thang, chi biét doi tro gay chuyén, chi kho dam lam thudc ha
chung ta.”

Truwong Canh tho o khong tiép 10i, toan b tam than giéng nhuv déu nam
trén mau tan dao trong tay, y can than chon mat vi tri bén trén, bat dau dung
dinh sat dui 6.

Trong long y nhuw gwong sang, can ban khong tin Tham Dich sé la thudc ha
binh thwdng. Du la vi phuc xudt tuan, thuoc ha binh thwong dam tuy y sai
khién An DPinh hau rita bat ndu chao sao? Trtr phi la ldo tho tinh that c6 —
chan song roi!

Khong ai noéi gi, bau khong khi nhat thdi xdu ho vo cung.

Tham Dich ngoai mat mim cwoi, trong long chti by, bdi vi sac mat
Truwong Canh hoan toan la cho C6 Quan xem, ma tén vuwong bat dan Co
Quan kia bit mat khong dam nhin, day y sang day ganh trach nhiém. Y nghi
bung: “Bat dau ti* ngay 1én nham tdc thuyén ctia ho C6, minh chuva tirng
gap chuyén nao tot dep.”

Tham Dich xudt than thé gia, tinh ra thi con c6 chit ddy mo ré ma véi nha
me C6 lao Hau gia, lic con séng lao Hau gia tirng don y dén Co gia & mot
thoi gian, sy tich anh hung t* nhé nghich nggm gay chuyén cia C6 Quan,
c6 mot ntra quan coéng ctia Tham Dich.
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Sau d6 Co lao Hau gia qua doi, hai nguoi di hai nga, Cé Quan tap twdc tién
cung, Tham Dich quay vé khao céng danh, nhung sau khi do dat y khong
chiu vao Han Lam vién, nguoc lai treédc &nh mat nhuw nhin ké dién ctia moi
nguoi, ty xin vao “Linh Xu”.

Linh Xu vién & day khong gia thuéc chan bénh, ho khéong chita co thé
ngwdoi, ma chi chita cho may méc. Ho ngang hang vGi cam quan, truc thudc
dé vuong, la quy doi ng 16n nhat cia HO bg, cling la cha me lo 40 com cho
hai bo Cong, Binh.

Trong “dién” , “giap” , “ky”, “ctru” , “wng” , “xa” , “phado” , “giao” bdy dai
quan chung, tat ca ban vé thiét ké trang bi, cdi tién doi mdi, tham chi bi mat
bat truyén cia Huyén Thiét doanh, toan bo dén tir Linh Xu vién. (Dién la
diéu hau, giao la giao long)

Linh Xu vién thvong tu trao ty khiem minh la “ngy dung Truong Ty su”
trén dai sw trong triéu ho hau nhw khong Ién tiéng, nhin nhw pham cap
khong cao, phan 16n thoi gian déu ru ri trong Linh Xu vién loay hoay may
thit bang sat.

Nhung khong ai dam danh dong ho véi nhitng ngudi thg kiém séng nho
dau may trong dan gian.

Nam do s& di Co Quan cé thé xay dung lai Huyén Thiét doanh, tuyét doi
khong chi vi chién sy khan cap hodc mot to chiéu thw nhe ténh cia Hoang
dé, c6 mot phan rat 16n 1a nho vi ¢6 giao Tham Dich nay gitip y tao quan hé
v6i Linh Xu vién, thoi khac mau chét, Linh Xu vién ditng sau lung tuéng
quan thiéu nién, cho y sw tng ho cé lgi nhat, bay gio méi giup quan quyén
hon mudi nam da an an xudng doc lai lan nita deé 1én si tc van nhan lam
mom.

Huyén Thiét doanh chét di song lai, Tham Dich theo 16i mdi ctia C6 Quan,
roi khoi Linh Xu vién, tré thanh nguwdi ho giap riéng cho C6 Quan — duong
nhién, nhitng chuyén 16n x0n nay, véi kién thitc va lich duyét cta Truong
Canh hién gio, la khong thé biét dugc.
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Tham Dich cling khéng dinh giai thich, chi ngang dau lén bdo Cat Ban
Tiéu: “Ta c6 may cau mudn néi véi ti dién ha, nguoi...”

Cat Ban Tiéu 1ap tirc thong minh dap: “Vang vang, hai ngudi cit ndi, con an
no la bu6n ngu, ciing nén vé ngu th6i.”

No6i xong, ga nhét hai cai banh bao vao nguc, miéng ngdm khic gio to
twéng, nhdy xudng ghé chay ludn.

Trong phong chi con lai hai ngwdi hg, Tham Dich mé&i cham rai néi: “Thai
diém chién cuc Tay Vuc hoi 6n, Co dai soai nhan dwgc mat chi cia Hoang
thwong, 1énh cho y dén vung Bac cwong tim t¢ hoang ttr dién ha nam dé
mat tich cung ty mudi quy phi.”

Trewong Canh dirng dong tac trén tay khodng mot chép mat, y nang mi mat,
nhin Tham Dich khéng néi 16i nao.

Tham Dich vé mat chan thanh khong nhw lam b, ru ri néi: “Trén dudng
dén Nhan Hoi, bon ta phat hién ngoai cong thanh c6 dau vét Bac man hoat
dong. Thé tr ctia Lang Vuong van birng birng da tdm, s6m khong muodn
lam bé t6i, Pai sodi lo lang Bac cwong sinh di bién, bdy gio méi dirng lai
tra xét, ng? dau vira van gap dién ha gitta bay séi. Pai sodi muwdi bon nam
tredc di theo trwdng cong chia, c6 duyén gap mat quy phi mot lan, vira gap
dién ha da cam thdy quen mat, cho dén khi bon ta dwa ngai vé, thdy Tu
Nwong, méi xac dinh ngai chinh la tit dién ha ma bon ta mu6n tim.”

“Mudi bon nam tredc Co dai sodi cling chang qua la mot dira tré toc trai
dao, Ta Nuwong da quén y tir lau. Md&i dau, bon ta von dinh t6 ré than phan,
dén hai nguwoi vé kinh, khéng ngd ngoai dy tinh phat hién Tu Nwong am
tham qua lai v&i nguwdi man. BE tranh da thdo kinh xa, C6 sodi vira am
tham diéu mot phan nhan tha tv Tay Vuc dén, vira twong ké tiru ké gdy ong
dap lwng 6ng — 1an nay ngwdi man muoi tdm bo mat sach tinh nhué, thé tw
bi bat, hang loat tai lwc nhan lwc bi chinh ho tiéu hao, chi it c6 thé cam
doan Bac cwong Pai Lwong ta nam nam thai binh, mong dién ha niém tinh
mdy van bach tinh bién quan, dirng so do chuyén Dai sodi lira gat.”
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Truwong Canh nghe vay, suy tinh gidy lat, doan thong tinh dat ly gat dau:
‘(U’m.J)

Tham Dich titc thi thé phao nhe nhém, cuwdi noéi: “Nam dé Bac man Thién
Lang dang hai dai bao vat thao nguyéen cho ngd hoang, mot la tr lvu kim,
mot 1a Thién Lang than nit. Than ni than phan cao quy, bé ha cdm niém
nguwoi Thién Lang thanh tam, lién phong lam quy phi, 1a hoang quy phi duy
nhat cua triéu ta, con chuyén vé sau, hom triéc than da noi véi dién ha roi.
Quy phi néu & dudi sudi vang cé biét, nhin thdy dién ha 16n nhw vay, nhat
dinh cling sé rat vui mirng.”

Truwong Canh cuwdi khay trong bung, theo cach néi dé, vay Tu Nuwong — Ho
Céach Nhi khong phadi di rudt cia y sao? Di rudt ditc hanh kiéu nay, me rudt
c6 thé tot duoc di dau?

Truwong Canh: “Ta cam thay dya theo 1é thwong, cau chuyén nay nén la
‘quy phi’ sau khi phat hién hoai nghiét chuing, lifu mang mudn chay tron,
con mudn dung maot bat thudce pha thai giét chét diva tré nhi?”

Tham Dich: “...”
Cung dinh bi sy khong tién n6i ti mi, cé diéu thang 16i nay doan chuan that.

Nhung Tham Dich du sao ciing 1a ho ly tinh tir nhé da giao thiép trong gidi
quyén quy, ngoai mat 1ap tic gid bd cang thang giat minh nhw that: “bién
ha noi gi thé? Néu la do Ta c6 nwong, thi khéng can nghi nhiéu. Du sao thi
Tt c6 nwong cling la nguwdi ngoai toc, tam hwdéng vé ban toc khéng co gi
dang trach, va lai dién ha ciing khong phai con rudt ctia nang ta. Huéng chi,
cho du la nhw vy, may nam nay nang ta khong ngai vat va nubi nang dién
ha thanh nguoi, lai nghi moi cach dem nita manh ngoc boi uyén vong cua
dién ha vé kinh truyén tin, chac han la da chuan bi san sang ldy than tuan
quoc, khong muon lién luy dién ha, qua ntta ciling la do niém huyét mach
than tinh thoi. Di con nhw thé, thi me rudt sao lai khong thwong ngai
dugc?”
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Dtrng mot chit, Tham Dich lai néi: “Ngoai hinh dién ha nhw dic cing mot
khuon vdi quy phi, tinh tinh lai déu giong Hoang thwgng, huyét mach than
tinh la khong ltra dwgc ai. Vé phan Tt c6 nwong bé gay ngén chan dién ha,
ta nghi chung quy la c6 an tinh khdac, hodc la dién ha lic ay con nho, ky trc
c6 lam lan, ciing déu c6 kha nang.”

Tham tién sinh néi chuyén rat cé ly, tai an noi trac tuyét, néu khong phai
Trwong Canh biét 1o trén nguwdi minh con c6 mot loai kich doc cham rai
khién ngwoi ta dién cuong, chac cling lung lay vi cau chuyén dugc veé ra.

Y rot cudc khong cach nao hoan toan tin twdng chan twéng tir miéng nguoi
khac, trong long chita mot dau suy doan, mot thach hoai nghi, khong nhin
dwgc bop vun moi mot cau cia ngudi ta ra dé xem xét, hoi nghi sdu mot
chut, la cdm thay nghi ngd chat chita.

Trwong Canh bong cam thdy mét moi vo cung.

Sau mé6t nén nhang, Tham Dich v6i khuén mat cwoi dén do ra, bi Trueong
Canh khach khi tién di.

Trwong Canh tién Tham Dich dén ctra: “Trude kia ta kién thitc nong can,
cho rang Co6 hau gia than thé khong khoe, thudong xuyén dong dai, van
mong Hau gia thit 16i.”

Tham Dich ha mat, chi c6 thé nhin thay cai xody trén dinh dau khi Trudng
Canh cv tuyét nhin thang minh, danh phdi thé dai, tdm sy nang né ma roi
khoi tiéu vién bon Trewong Canh &. Ra ctra ré vao dwong mon, nhac thdy Co
Quan nghe dau “quan vu ban ron” ngay trong vuon hoa nhé ¢ ngoai vién.

Trong vién nha Quach dai nhan tréng rat nhiéu bac ha, C6 Quan 1é loi ngoi
trong tiéu dinh, vo cong roi nghé bt 14 bac ha ngdm trong miéng, ngam
mot hoi lién nhai nuot ludn.

Khong biét y ngoi mét minh & day bao 1au roi, mot goc bac ha sap siva bi y
nho trui, hét nhw mot bui cay bi son dwong giay xéo vay.
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Tham Dich ho nhe mot tiéng, C6 Quan lai nhw khong nghe thay, cho dén
khi y téi gan, C6 Quan mdi nheo mat mot cach khé khan, thay ro 1a y.

“Thuoc hét tac dung r6i?” Tham Dich thé dai.

C0 Quan vé mdt mu mo, theo ban nang nghiéng mat lam dong tac c6 gang
lang nghe.

Tham Dich danh phai tién lai, ghé sat tai y: “Pi vé truwéc, trd vé néi vai
nguoi sau — dwa tay cho ta, & d6 c6 thém da.”

C0 Quan lac dau cuy tuyét, 1ay tir trong long ra mot manh “kinh lwu ly” , dat
trén miii, khong néi mot 1oi cham rai di ra ngoai, hai not ru6i & khée mat va
vanh tai dwong nhu cling toi di.

Tham Dich liéc 14 bac ha nhu bi con son duwong ho C6 gam trui, doan dudi
theo.

Chwong 13: Thinh t0i

Ky thvc C6 Quan & ngay sat vach Truwong Canh, nhwng khong giong véi
bén nay, noi dy co6 vé lanh 1éo.

Néu Truwong Canh néi mot cau “Khoéng can hau ha” , Quach thai thu nhat
dinh sé tro mat ra, rum beng khen “dién ha can kiém yéu dan” , sau d6 nhét
t¢i may chuc toi t6.

Nhung du cho han mwgn thém ca bao gan, Quach dai nhan cling chang dam
chay dén ninh not Co6 dai soai.

Co6 Quan nhe ténh ném ra mét cau “Ping dén quay ray” , thé la noi y & trir
cac twdng si Huyén Thiét doanh dang so ra thi chang ai dam tuy tién tién
vao ntra budc.

Trudc kia trong tinh huong nghe khong thay nhin khong rd, C6 Quan sé hét
strc cang thang, dac biét ghét nguwoi la lwgn 10 xung quanh.

Tham Dich rat 1au réi chwa thay sy cang thang nhin c6 cay cling thanh binh
linh nay; von twdng rang an nap & Nhan Hoi tiéu trdn hai nam, C6 Quan da
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hoc dwgc cach chung song hoa binh véi nhan gian mo ho nay, nhwng hién
tai xem ra kha nang la van chwa dugc.

Ké hoc dugc cach chung song hoa binh chi la “Tham Thap Luc” , khong
phai C6 Quan.

Ky thyc C6 Quan nguwdi nay thwong nhat té ra binh tinh va tinh truéc trong
long, that ra c6 dén tdm chin phan mwoi la lam bo, nhung y lam bo qua
that, thanh thir chang ai nhan ra so hd ca.

Pong thoi, bénh diéc va mu cua y tuy déu la that, lai déu giong lam bo.

Xét tv phrong dién nay, co thé noi la Coé dai soai da ty minh giai thich cho
cau “gia tac thyc thoi chan diéc gia” , Tham Dich cling khong biét la trong
long y that sy thiéu bd phan nao, hay chi c6 y lam vay thoi.

A dung roi, chan tam cua y ky thwe ciing la that, nhung hinh nhw cling
chdng mdy ai tin.

Gan t6i, man dém vira budong, sao Hom chwa 16 dang, viéc dau tiéen Co
Quan lam sau khi vé phong chinh 1a thap sang tat ca déen dém.

Sau do6 y thao kinh Iwu ly, ra sttc dui mat, néi véi Tham Dich: “Lay thudc
cho ta.”

Tham Dich la m6t ké 1am diéu nho nha, 1ai nhai la ngheé tay trai ngoai danh
tran, quen thudc tiép 10i: “Pai sodi, duwgc c6 ba phan dbc, chwra dén thoi
diém Itra sém 16ng may, ta thdy nguwoi nén cé gang udng it thoi...”

C6 Quan mat khéng biéu cam ditng & duwdi den, anh mat hoi mu md, khong
phan &ng.

Tham Dich lién ngdm miéng — y da nh¢ ra, & khoang cach nay, C6 Quan
khong nghe thay y ndi gi.

Bénh diéc ctia Co6 Quan la mot tuyét chiéu khac ché ké lam diéu, mét kich
tat sat, nhitng nam qua chwa bao gi¢ that thi, Tham Dich danh phai im lang
xuong bép sac thudc.
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Kinh lwu ly 1a m6t thit rat d&, kep trén miii, xung quanh hoi c6 bién héa
nong lanh la déu bam swong trang che tam nhin, lai con rat dé vd, mot khi
v0 cling rat dé lam mat bi thwong, hét sitc bat tién cho viéc hanh dong ctia
vO twdng, nhung néu chi la & trong nha minh, lic can gap deo mot chut
cling khong hé gi.

Sau khi Tham Dich di ra ctta, C6 Quan da mot lan nita dat kinh Iwu ly 1én
mii, tv minh mai muc, cam but bat dau viét tau.

Quaéch thai thu tuy chi la tiéu quan bién gidi, nhuwng cudc song khong hée
thanh ban, dén trén ban khong phai loai binh thwong, ma la mot ngon dén
mang-song c6 thé chinh sang toi, dwa trén vién hoa qua phitc tap, thi c6 kha
nang con la mua t nguoi di. (Di trong man di)

Canh dén mang-séng c6é mot cai dong ho Tay Dwong nhai nhu that, chi la
nhin k¥ thi thdy bén trén danh cac dau be bé gom thién can dia chi va muoi
hai canh gid, trén goc phéi con c6 ctta s6 nhé cho thay hai mwoi bon tiét
thay doi, c6 vé dé ngo d& khoai, phan dwdi cai dong ho trong sudt, banh
rang 16n bé déu déu day di, Co6 Quan ghét thit nay, bdi banh rang quay rat
on ao, dinh bung hém khac kéu nguoi 1ay ra.

Nhung trieéc mat thi khéng hé gi, vi du sao y cling chang nghe thay.

Cho Tham Dich bung mot bat thuéc quay lai, thi C6 Quan vira van viét
xong gac but.

Co6 Quan: “Xem thi gitp ta xem c6 cho nao chwa 6n hay khong.”

Pén mang-séng sang cho6i mat, trén chup dén con c6 mot loat nit nhan Tay
di 16 nguc, ho dng eo udn éo, 16 106 dén tirng chan to, Tham Dich dung tay
che anh sang mot chut, lau bau: “That khiém nha!”

Sau d6 y nhanh chéng xem lwét mét lan tdu chwong ctia C6 Quan, than
ngan thd dai: “C6 cho chwa 6n hay khong? Dai soai a, thit cho Tham mo tai
hén hoc it, ta chang thdy c6 cho nao 6n ca.”

C6 Quan: “Ha? Cai gi?”
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Tham Dich: “...”

Tham Dich vé mdt géc ban tau cia C6 Quan, nhét lai vao long y, nhe nhang
d& khuyu tay vy, lai chi chi cai sap nhé bén canh, y bdo y ra dé ngoi cho mat,
roi ti minh trai gidy chdm murc, dinh bat dau viét lai mét to mai.

C0O Quan bung bat thudc, thodi mai doc mot hoi can sach, sau do6 nga lén
sap my nhan tinh xdo, giay ciing khong thém cé&i, chan bat chéo r6 cao,
lang lang cho thudc c6 tac dung, dong thai tay y ciing chang nhan roi — Co
Quan nhanh nhen gap td s¢ ban nay thanh m6t con chim én, sau d6 phéng
thang t&i gady Tham Dich.

Tay tén nay khon dén mirc nao!

Tham Dich nghe thay tiéng gid, gio tay chup lay, qua thyc rat bat dac di,
héi C6 Quan: “Ta ndi thé nay nghe thay khong?”

“Ciling dwoc, hoi mo hé mot chit,” C6 Quan néi, “Du sao thi y ta chinh la
nhw ban ndy viét, nguaoi theo do stta lai cho hay gitip ta la dugc r6i.”

Tham Dich thd dai: “Pai sodi, ngwoi néi véi Hoang thugng, 1a hoang ti t
dién ha nhin thdu &m muwu ctia H6 ni¥ va nguwdi man, dai nghia diét than,
méi gidp quan ta chiém tién co, nhat c tiéu diét ngwdi man? Chuyén nay
nguoi tin ndi khong?”

C0 Quan chang biét uéng linh dan diéu dugc gi, ma hai not ru6i nho ¢ khoe
mat va vanh tai phang phat song lai, mot 1an nita do tuwoi.

“Khong thi sao?” C6 Quan héi lai, “Chang 1& no6i véi Hoang thwong, ta
muoén doc ba quan quyén Pai Luwong rat 1au r6i, Tay chinh mdi két thac da
gap gap toan tinh thau tom binh quyén Bac cwong, sém muén mugn co hoi
bdo ho tiéu hoang tir dé chay di dat bay ngwoi man? Hay la ndi ta am tham
nhing tay vao chg den t Iwu kim bi cdm, v6 tinh phat hién lwgng t@ lwu
kim mdy nam nay chdy vao chg den 16n dén bat thuong?”

Tham Dich: “...”
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C6 Quan dong dac khong nguong: “Nguoi cé thé vo tron mot chat, dé no6
c6 vé dang tin hon, ch khong thi ta can ngwoi lam gi? Hon nita, c6 ba me
rudt xui xéo kia, thang bé Trwong Canh sau khi vé kinh khong thé thiéu bi
mady ldo virong bat dan lam khoé dé, l1at ngwoi con phai got gitia ngon lanh
cho ta, c néi t¥ hoang t& du rang than thé thé kho, nhwng tdm long tinh
trung bao quoc chan thanh khong giam, nhat dinh phdi théi cho bi tinh vao,
chi can lam Hoang thugng phat khéc, xem con ké nao ddm lam miéng.”

Tham Dich: “...”

MGi bat y do hoang tir xong, lai bat y lam Hoang dé khéc.

Tham Dich cuwoi gan gac buat: “Muc trong bung Tham mo6 khong du, Pai
soai nén moi cao nhan khac di.”

C6 Quan: “A!”

Tham Dich nghiéng dau, thdy y khong hé c6 thanh y choi khé nhuc ké: “Ta
dau dau, dau dau dau dau sdp bé ro6i — Quy Binh huynh, trir huynh ra, bén
canh ta khong con ai gitup dd, sao huynh nhan tdm phu ta chit? Tran thé thé
lwong nay that 1a vo tinh v6 nghia, ta con song lam gi nita?”

No6i xong y 0m nguc ngd vat xuong sap, dung tw thé van quan tai ma gia
chét.

... Noi dau dau ma 6m ngyc lam quai gi?

Trén mu ban tay Tham Dich no6i 1én hang loat gan xanh li ti.

Nhwng lat sau, Tham Dich bat dac di van danh mot lan nita ng6i xuodng, trai
gidy, can nhdc cau tir ma stta tau chuong cho C6 Quan.

C6 Quan sau khi ndm xudng khong lam xac chét vung day nita, bdi vi y
dau dau that, Tham Dich ciing biét — day la di chitng cta bat than dugc kia,
udng thudc xong, thoat dau c6 mot nén nhang tai thinh mat tinh, toan than
khoan khoai v6 cuing, chd mot nén nhang nay qua, dau y sé dau nhw bua bo,

vlra m@ mat lién cdm thay hét thdy bén canh dang xoay vong vong, tit ca
thanh 4m lic xa lic gan.
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Loai bénh trang nay khoang non ntta canh gio sau mdi cham rai giam di,
sau dé tai mat y c6 thé tam thoi gidng ngwoi binh thuwong.

Binh thwong bao lau thi khé ma n6i — khi C6 Quan lan dau tién dung loai
thu6c nay, y dau dén mirc phai dam dau vao cot giwong, sau do chirng hon
ba thang nhin rd va nghe r0, lam cho y suyt nita quén trén nguoi minh con
c6 hai co quan khong t6t. Ma theo viéc y dung thuéc ngay cang thudng
xuyén, mét mat luyén thanh tuyét k¥ mac ké dau c® nao ciing c6 thé cam
dau ngu ngay, dong thoi dwgc hiéu twa ho cling dang cham rai gidam di.

Pén bay gio, mot liéu thude chi c6 thé dung duge dam ba hom.
“Co kha nang qua vai nam nita la triét dé hét hiéu nghiém théi.” Tham Dich
nghi.

Hai nguwdi mot ngoi mot nam, chang noi nang gi, tan dén dém khuya, xa xa
vang tGi tiéng diém canh, Tham Dich md&i gac but, quay ngudi lai nhat mot
tam chan dap cho C6 Quan. C6 Quan van duy tri tw thé ngd van quan tai
hét nhw lic dau, khong hé nhiic nhich, chi c6 may nhiu lai, m6i va ma nhgt
nhat khong chit mau, hai not ruéi chu sa tén nhau sang lén.

Tham Dich nhin y mot cai, roi khé khang di ra ngoai.

Ngay hom sau, CoO dai soai vira bo day thi lai thanh mot An BDinh hau sinh
long hoat ho.

Troi con chuwa sang, Tham Dich da bi C6 Quan day s6m dap ctra danh thirc,
ngai ngu ra mo cua.

Chi thdy C6 Quan rat dac y néi: “Thit ta dat rot cudc da tdi tay roi, nguoi
ct cho xem, ta di thinh t6i, bdo dam c6 thé do dwoc tiéu hon dan dé!”
Tham Dich ra sttc chép chép mat, trong long c6 chit dy cam xau.

An Binh hau sai bon twéng si Huyén Thiét doanh khiéng cai ruvong to con
dai hon ca xa nha, hung diing di tim Trwong Canh, khi di qua goc bac ha
hom qua pha hoai, lai bttt mot 1a nhét vao miéng, cling khong ngai ria la
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choc, dung phién 14 th6i mot khic do y tw sang tac, tir dang xa tuyén cao
lao nhan gia dai gia quang lam.

Két qua la vira buéc mot chan vao ctra vién ctia Truong Canh, mot thanh
trong kiém dang dang sat khi da mé ctra don khach, tiéu tw chuan bi dang
tra bén canh sg quéa hét 1én mot tiéng, khay tra roi xuéng dat, am chén bat
dia cung nat bét.

Co tay a0 C6 Quan nhay mat ban ra mot thanh tiéu dao dai bang ban tay, de
1én trong kiém Truwong Canh dang cam, ca ngudi tregt di nhu ca boi, ria hai
lwGi dao sac bén ma sat nhe, phat ra mot tiéng ngan nga. Sau d6 C6 Quan
bam tay ban nhe, c6 tay Trwong Canh titc khac té ran, suyt nita danh roi
trong kiém, danh phai thoi lui.

Co6 Quan ban tiéu dao vé bao c6 tay, chap tay cudi néi: “MGi sang sém,
dién ha c6 viéc gi khong hai long a? Khong sao, ¢ viéc trut 1én nguwoi than
cho nguoi gian la dvgc.”

Trewong Canh: “...”7

Co6 thé tén ho Co tu cho la minh dén chiu don nhan t6i, nhwng dang tiéc,
nhin kiéu nao ciling giong dac biét dén gay suw hon.

Chuong 14: Pha bang

Pai ca sang sém luyén kiém, Cat Ban Tiéu von chuan bi san sang ninh bg,
nao ngo chwa kip noi gi thi da c6 man nay, dwong tredng so mat mat, dirng
duc ra bén canh khong dam thé manh.

Truwong Canh sang day trong nhuw ngt khong ngon, sac mat hoi tai xanh,
khée mat giat nhe, nhin C6 Quan mot cai thdm sau. Sau d6 y cham rai
budng miii ki€m xuéng, kiém ché ma thap giong noi: “La ta nhat thoi that
thad, dac t6i Hau gia r6i.”

C0 Quan cha cha cam, c6 nghiém mat khong dam cudi.
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Y thi gio tay, muon ba vai Truwong Canh nhw moi khi, khong ngoai du liéu
bi Treong Canh né tranh.

Truong Canh 1anh dam néi: “Moi Hau gia vao.”

C6 Quan xau ho rut tay vé, dat Ién moi ho khan mot tiéng: “Truwong Canh,
twr twr.”

Nghe y goi tén minh, Treong Canh vo thitc ditng chan. Chi thdy C6 Quéan
quay nguwoi lai, vay tay goi phia sau. May vi khiéng rwong lap titc chinh té
di vao, dat rwong trong vién, dong thdi lui vé sau, quy mot goi xuong thanh
hang.

“Pai soai.”

C0O Quan dwa tay do ho mot chit, y bado cac twéng si ditng day, sau do tw
minh tién lén m& khoéa trén rwong. Tay y dat trén cai khoa rwdm ra, giong
nhu khong hé c6 thanh y cam céi trong boi cti du tré con, con muén ra vé
huyén bi, quay dau cudi bado Trwong Canh: “T6i day, ta cho nguwoi xem thi
nay hay lam.”

“Cach” mot tiéng rwong bat md, Cat Ban Tiéu kéo Trwong Canh, thay
Truwong Canh vé mat than nhién, ban than lién khong kiém ché duwgc to mo,
tién 1én tho dau dom tht, 1ap tirc giat minh kéu ra tiéng.

Chi thay trong reong lang lang nam mot bo trong giap mau bac khong chit
tap sac, duong cong tron tru dén gan nhw 16a mat, dep dén doa ngudi, so
v6i n6d thi mé trong giap khong biét ngwdi man kiém dau ra thyc chang
khac nao cuc mun com cong kénh ca.

C0 Quan kha ti dac néi: “Day la dgt trwde ta dat dai sw cia Linh Xu vién
lam, hiéu sudt t¥ lwu kim dot cao gap doi trong giap twong tw, cac khép cé
tang gia c6, khong nhu may thit hang dom ctia ngwdi man, bi mét mdi tu
trung ty kep lai, 1a mot kiét tac, so v6i bo ta dung Iic tré con t6t hon nhiéu,
chi la con chwa c6 tén... Nguoi cling nén dén tudi cé dai danh r6i, c6 thé dé
tiéu danh lai cho né.”
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Trwong Canh trit Idc ban dau hoi 16a mat triée trong giap, ngoai mat khong
thay biéu cam gi khac, dac biét 1a khi nghe C6 Quan dé nghi y dat tén cho
trong giap la “Truwong Canh”.

Hai chit “Truong Canh” nay khong biét tir khi nao tré thanh ai ciing thich,
Tt Nwong H6 Cach Nhi, C6 Quan, ho déu chung tinh véi nhii danh cua y.

Poc dugc bitc nguwdi ta dién cuéng ma ctru nhan dwgc y coi 1a me rudt
trwdc khi chét cho y, tén “Truwdong Canh” , tiéu nghia phu y von mu6n trong
nom ca doi truée khi hoa thanh bot nuwéc, tang y mot bo trong giap tuyét
dai vo song, cling dé nghi y dat tén la “Truedng Canh”.

Con sy trung hgp nao cham choc hon khong?

Tém lai, Co dai soai thién phu di bam trong tinh huéng béan than khéng hay
biét, lai lan nita thanh cong “nhac chuyén khong nén nhac”.

Sv im lang dang ké cta Trwong Canh khién moi nguwdi chung quanh bét an,
Cat Ban Tiéu 1é buéc t6i, kéo do Trwong Canh: “Pai ca, khong mac th
xem? Lan dau tién dé nhin thdy trong giap chinh la ngay ddm nguwoi man
kia xuat hién day.”

Truwong Canh dot nhién cti dau, khong hé rang mot tiéng, quay nguoi vé
phong, dong sam ctra lai.

Nu cwoi trén khée moi Co Quan dan hoi dang, y ditng & cita vién, c6 vé hoi
v0 tho, nhung réi nhanh chéng nghi ra, ti giéu ma tim 16i thoat cho minh:
“Lan dau lam nghia phu nguwoi ta, khong lam tot, bi ché cwoi r6i.”

MGt vi twéng si Huyén Giap tién 1én héi: “Pai sodi, giap nay...”

“Pit &... Um, dit & gian ngoai di, sau d6 dé chia khoa lai cho y.” C6 Quan
dirng mot chut, giong nhw tinh ndi gi, cudi cung van nan long néi, “Thoi.”

Y mdc thwong phuc mau cham, quan 4o phong phanh, ngudi cling chang
day may, phi khong it tdm tw muon 1ay long, thé ma vo mong nga lai tring
ngay dui, danh phai nhin canh ctta dong chat tredc mat ma phat sau, thoat
trong hoi dang thuwong.
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Tham Dich thay tinh canh nay, khong nhin dugc oan tham: “Ngwoi khong
phai ngong cuoéng lam sao, lan nay da trang thiét ban réi chi gi? Bang!”

Trong long Cat Ban Tiéu hoi kho chiu, ga gai dau: “Thap Luc thuc...”

Co Quan so tran Cat Ban Tiéu, mién cwdng cuwoi cudi: “Khong sao, cac
nguoi ct di choi di.”

No6i xong, y quay nguoi sai budc vé huwdng Tham Dich, 16i Tham Dich di
rat xa, mdi thap giong ri tai: “Lan trudc tang thiét odn khau chang phai y rat
vui mirng a, sao lan nay khong hitu dung nira?”

Tham Dich nhin xung quanh, thdy bén bé vang lang, lién thang than ché
nhao: “Pai sodi, nguoi coi ngwoi ta la chay go hay sao ma lan nao ciing mot
chiéu do vay?”

C6 Quan hoi nén néng: “Bét néi mat di, vay nguwoi néi phai lam sao bay
gio?”

Tham Dich trgn mat: “Nguoi xem, nguwoi & Bac cwong lam chuyén 16n nhw
vay, ma lai gidu giém y lau dén thé. Y moi tim moi gan ra do6i dai nguoi,
con nguoi thi sao? Y bay gid van cam thay ngwoi gia mu gia diéc lira y —
lai thém me rudt nubi nang tir nhé la gian té Bac man, hién tai cling mat,
khong chung con la bi ngwoi buc tir...”

“Cai ram,” C6 Quan ngat 10i, “Nguoi nhe yéu nit thdo nguyén, nhat dinh la
biét viéc 16n thanh cong méi cam tam tw sat, néu y thi sém biét ta dén, nhat

dinh hiéu r6 ching khong c6 co hoi, con khuya mai chiu chét.”

Tham Dich can nhac cdu nay mot chut, khong hiéu trong day la quan hé
nhan qua thé nao, chi nghe ra C6 sodi “anh hung thién ha, ngoai ta con ai”
m&i la trong diém — cai gi 1a “biét y dén, lién hiéu minh khong c6 co h6i” ?

Prng la hét thudc chira!

Tham Dich khong thém dé y dén y, noéi lay 1é: “Nguoi hay dé y mét minh
yén tinh vai ngay, dirng dung tro do tiéu thiép chay t6i lam phién y, cho y
ti* minh dinh than lai di.”
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C6 Quan: “Ta khong cé tiéu thiép.”

Tham Dich cwoi khay: “Pung vay, nguoi ngay cd mot ba vo cling khong

2

co.
C6 Quan dap y mot phat.

Song mdi di hai buwéc, Co dai sodi lai ngd ra, cho rang viéc nay gai ding
cho ngta — vira van y ciing lwoi quay vé kinh thanh.

Nhung dan theo tiéu hoang t&, chung quy khong thé nan lai mai & Nhan
Hoi, y hoi d6i y nghi, mot cha y té hai lién ndy ra trong long.

C6 Quan no6i v6i Tham Dich: “Vira khéo, tdu dém qua con chwa gui, nguoi
quay veé stta lai, c¥ néi t¢ dién ha chi thuan chi hiéu, tuy trung hiéu kho
lwdng toan, rét cudc vi nwdc vi dan dai nghia diét than, nhuwng sau do bi
thwong qua do, nga bénh liét giwvong, ching ta & lai Nhan Ho6i nghi ngoi
mot thoi gian, chd than thé dién ha khéi han lai vé kinh. Nhat dinh phai viét
that hop tinh hop ly, c6 gang lam Hoang thwong phét khoc thi thoi.”

Tham Dich: “...”

Chi can danh thang duwgc thi bay gid y nhat dinh phai ty tay danh ho Co6
phat khoc.

Pang tiéc, ngwoi tinh khong theo kip trdi tinh.

Ngay hom sau khi C6 Quan lai & trén twong xem Truwong Canh luyén kiém,
mot Huyén Ung dot nhién dwa tdi kim bai 1énh khan cap, C6 Quan xem qua
lién bién sac.

Hoang thwong bénh tinh nguy kich, triéu An Dinh hau dwa ti hoang tir vé
gap.

C0 Quan twr trén twong nhdy xuéng, Treong Canh mang mang nghe thiy y
phan pho ai d6 ¢ béen ngoai: “Kéu Quy Binh tGi gdp ta, ching ta lap tic
chuan bj hoi kinh.”
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Truwong Canh ngan ngudi, chong trong kiém dirtng dé, ngi thady mui tién do
chwa biét.

Ca Pai Luong déu cam thdy y la t hoang t gi dé, ngoai trt chinh y.

Trwong Canh luén cdm thdy ménh cach minh qua ti tién, néu that la mot
hoang t¥, bat ké la thuan chung hay tap chiing, chung quy nén cé huyét
mach chan long thién ti che chd chi?

DPau téi nong noi nay?
Nhung néi di cling phai noéi lai, y rét cudc la hoang than quoc thich hay con
chau an may, ban than y ciing chang quyét dinh duoc.

Cat Ban Tiéu sat ngon quan sac, thong minh nhan thdy tam tinh Truwong
Canh khong tot, 1ap tic cwoi hi hi san lai: “Khong sao, dai ca, vé sau dé di
theo huynh, néu huynh lam Pai twéng quan, dé lam thi vé, néu huynh lam
dai quan, dé lam thw dong, néu huynh lam Hoang d€, dé lam thai... Um!”

Trewong Canh bit miéng ga ta, tritng mat no6i: “Chuyén nham nhw vay néi
lung tung dugc sao, ngwoi khéng mudn song nita a?”

Po6i mat dau xanh cia Cat Ban Tiéu xoay t6i xoay lui.

Tam tinh u uét cia Treong Canh dot nhién kha hon, ngay ca tiéu ban tir nha
do té cling chang thay van dé gi, néu ma y con nom ndp lo sg, chang phai
la qua vo dung sao?

Trweong Canh tham nghi: “Th6i minh chay quach cho r6i, du sao ciing
chang c6 gi vudng ban, chay vao nui tham ritng gia lam tho san, ai cling
khong tim ra.”

Song quyét dinh mu6n chay, dau tién phai cat b6 Thap Luc... Cé Quan,
Trewong Canh thtt dong mot dao, lién dau dén mic rudt gan dit tirng khic,
danh phai tam thoi gac lai, vira gac lai, lién nwéc chdy béo tr6i bi Co Quan
dan lén duong vé kinh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cat Ban Tiéu ndi di theo lién di theo, nam hai 16n 1én & nong thon nay
quyét doan chon cho minh con dwong xa tan dé d6, con mua mot tang mot
— ngay hom sau lic chuan bi xuat phat, Trwedng Canh nhin Tao Nuwong T
trdc mat tuy da thay trang phuc nam hai nhwng van giong hét nit cai nam
trang, that sy hét y kién.

Tao Nuwong Tt 1ay hét diing khi, c6 gang uodn giong néi: “Truwong Canh dai
ca, ngay do huynh da ctu mang ta bén séng ngam, cha ta n6i, nam tr han
dai trwgng phu, khong thé vong an phu nghia, an c*u mang nén lay than
bao dap...”

Lic nghe “nam t& han dai trieong phu” Trweong Canh da noi da ga, khi nghe
“ldy than bao dap” da day lién hoi dau, kho khan tra 10i: “Lay than bao dap
thi khéng can dau.”

Tao Nuwong Tt tai do birng, xau ho noi: “Ta... chi mudn theo huynh dén
kinh thanh, & bén hau ha.”

Trwong Canh von dinh tir chéi, nhung 16i ra dén miéng, lai tw minh trugt
vao hong mot cach la ky. Trong an twong, Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nuwong Tw
mot la cai dudi, mot can ban chwa néi duge mdy cau hoan chinh tredc mat
y, khong thé noéi la c6 giao tinh gi, nhung mot khi roi khéi Nhan Hoi tiéu
tran, hai nguwoi nay lai giong nhu trd thanh toan b ky tc ctia y v6i noi day
— khong tinh Tham Théap Luc.

Trewong Canh hoi do dy, quay dau néi vdi thi vé Co Quan cho y dung tam
trén dwong: “Lam phién vi dai ca nay héi thit An Binh hau.”

Thi vé mau chdong quay lai: “Dai soai néi toan bo do dién ha lam chua.”

Truwong Canh thd phao mot hoi, tham nghi qua nhién viéc nhé nhat khong
dang nhac dén nay, C6 Quan sé khong quan.

Dan theo Céat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nuong T, Trieong Canh leo 1én ngwa, quay
dau nhin Nhan Hai tiéu tran sau lung lan cudi.
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Noi nay tirng c6 cy dién trd vé, dam dong huyén nao xép hang hai bd song
don chao, tuy nghéo rét mong toi, chung quy van luon yén binh vui vé,
hién gio chang qua bi chién héa quét qua ria, ma ca trdn nho nhw roi vao
bong t6i, xa gan chi cé tiéng qua kéu.

Trong long Treong Canh cé dw cdm kho td — y cdm thay nhitng ngay vui vé
don gian trudce kia, chi e khong bao gio quay lai nita.

Poi quan tinh nhué cia Huyén Thiét doanh lao vé kinh thanh nhw hanh
quan gap, du la ngudi thiéu nién tinh Iyc doi dao, sau vai ngay ciling khong
khai kiét sirc.

Hom nay ngu lai mét son coc, Treong Canh trong lic mo mang gap mot
con ac mong la lung. Y mo thdy minh cam mot thanh cwong dao, dam
xuyén nguc Co6 Quan, mau phun rat cao, C6 Quan mat nhu to gidy, anh mat
am dam, hoi tan loan roi rac, mét dong mau nhé chay xuong khée moi.

Truwong Canh hét to mot tiéng “nghia phu” , giat minh ngo6i bat day, moé hoi
néng va day dau, vo thitc sO nguc.

Treong Canh mai nhan thanh tu trung ty da phé, phat hién né phé rat ky la,
ddu vét bj t&r Iwu kim dét chay lwu lai nhw hoa van, twa mot dam may lanh,
lién tv minh duc mot 16, deo 1én co.

Thanh tu trung ty dy da gitp y giét mot ngwoi man, Trueong Canh cho rang
minh da thdy madu, thi khong thé tinh la tré con nita, c6 tw cach lam nguoi
dan 6ng chan chinh roi, vi thé sudt ngay deo trén nguoi.

Manh huyeén thiét cham vao ngén tay lanh ngat, dan dan binh 6n noi long
Trewong Canh.

Y cham rdi thd ra mot hoi khi ban, ra khéi 1éu cua minh, thi vé truvc dém
trong thay, 1ap tirc muon theo, nhuwng bi y cu tuyét.

Trewong Canh mot minh dén bén dong song nho, rita mat, nghe trong bui cé
c6 tiéng con trung ra rich kéu, thuan tay mo thi, lién bat dwgc mot con dé
cudi thu be bé.
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Luu hoa la sap hét mua thu mat mé, ménh s6 ctia con vat nhé nay, cling sap
két thiuc roi. Treong Canh cam thay no rat dang thuwong, bén budng tay
phong sinh, khng muc dich tan bd doc bg song, bat tri bat giac dén trudc
sodi trweéng cua Co Quan.

Y dinh than lai, nd nu cwoi tw giéu, vira dinh quay di thi dot nhién trong
thdy Tham Dich vi va chay t6i, tay bung mot cai bat gom, mui thudc quen
thudc téa ra.

Treong Canh nhan miii, di khong nai.

Chuong 15: Da dam

Trwong Canh rat khé coi Tham Thap Luc va Co Quan la cung m6t nguoi.
Tham Thap Luc chang qua la mot tén lvu manh & trdn nhé bién thuy, sudt
ngay choi boi 1éu 16ng lang thang khap noi, an udéng chon nac kén ma,
khong chiu lam viéc, vira chan that vira dang ghét.

Nhung C6 Quan thi khac.

DPo6i vdi dai da so trén thé gian nay, “C6 Quan” c6 kha nang khéng tinh la
mot con ngwdi, ma giong mot phu hiéu hon, c6 ba dau sau tay, tha doan
thong thien.

Mot quoc gia khong 10, 1anh tho ngan dam, chang phai cling chi c6 mot Co
Quan thoi sao?

Khong riéng gi Truong Canh, ngay cd bon Cat Ban Tiéu, Tao Nuwong Tt
bay gio nhac téi, cting cam thay nhi nam ma vay.

Nhung Trwong Canh khéac véi hai tiéu bang hitu, vi du gi thi Tham Thap
Luc cling khong phai la nghia phu cta nguoi ta.

Khong phai Truong Canh oan han C6 Quan Iira y, du sao thi bat dau tir khi
sinh ra, y da sém bi Itra thanh quen r6i, thém hay b6t mot lan cling chang
heé gi.
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Hon nita, duwong duong An Dinh hau, lai cé thé muwu toan gi tir mét tiéu ti
ngheo t¥ c6 vo than nhw y?

Tiéu nhan vat nhu y doi nay c6 thé gap An Dinh hau mot lan, dai khai déu
la nho phiic Tu Nuwong géan ép cho y than thé gia doi. Ngudi ta chiu ha minh
Itra y, nhét dinh déu c6 ly do khac.

Chi 1a, tinh cam bén ngoai cta Trwong Canh, hai phan cho lang giéng qué
nha, hai phan cho T bach ho ludn di vang, sau phan con lai danh hét cho
tiéu nghia phu, Co6 dai soai bong dwng lam mat tiéu nghia phu, khién sau
phan cdm xtc ay trong vang roi xudng dat, trdi dai hang dai mau trong tim.
Ma lic nay, Tham Dich dém khuya dwa thudc lai khién “Tham Thap Luc”
va “Co Quan” hai cai béng hoan toan trai ngwgc bat ngd chong 1én nhau.
MGt lat sau, Tham Dich bung bat khéng di ra, Treong Canh nghe thay y
dan do thi vé cua sodi treéng: “Cac nguoi canh & day, dirng dé ai vao qudy
ray y.”

Trwong Canh chan chir gidy lat, cu6i cung van nhw ma xui quy khién cat
buéc di téi.

Pong hanh nhiéu ngay, than vé cia C6 Quan dwong nhién nhan dugc vy,
nhung do phan phé ctia Tham Dich vira r6i, danh phdi bat chap khé khan
tién 1én ngan can: “Pién ha, Pai sodi hom nay khong khoe lam, da uéng
thu6c di ngh roi, néu ngai c6 viéc gi, cit phan phé mot tiéng, thudc ha cling
c6 thé lam thay.”

Nguoi trwée kia ¢ ngay sat vach, chang can go cira c6 thé tuy y di tim, hién
gio ngay ca gap mat mot lan cling phai lam kho ngudi khac.

Treong Canh hoi buon ba cii dau: “Vi dai ca nay...”

Than vé sg qua quy thup xudng: “Thudc ha khong dam.”

“Khong khong, ta khong c6 y do6,” Trwong Canh voi vang khoat tay, roi
ngay 1ap titc nd nu cwdi bat dac di, than thd, “Truwéc kia & Nhan Hoi, ta con
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tirng bung thudc cho y, ta chi mudn nhin mét cai, néu that sy’ khong tién thi
thoi, ta...”

Y khong noéi néi nita, danh phai nd nu cuwdi cau né. Trong long Truwong
Canh tham ha quyét tam, néu lan nay bi cy tuyét ngoai ctra, y sé khong dén
rwdc nhuc nita.

Ai ng@ ding ldc nay, mot than vé khéc tién lai ri tai: “Chang phai Pai soai
da phan pho, néu dién ha muén gap ngai, thi khéng can thong bao sao?
Pirng c6 citng nhac.”

Trwong Canh tai thinh mat tinh, dwong nhién nghe thdy, y hoi kinh ngac
ngang dau lén, trong long nhat thdi khong 1o la cdm thu gi. C thé, y dugc
cho vao.

Mui thudc trong treéng con chwra tan, man kéo ra, mot ngwdi lang 1€ nam &
do.

Hoi dén gan, Truong Canh mdéi phat hién thi ra C6 Quan chwa ngu.

C0 Quan kha nang la dau dau, hai tay an manh huyét thai dwong, cau may
rat sau, lai khong phat hién c6 ngudi tién vao.

Trewong Canh cach vai buéc ho mét tiéng, khé goi: “Hau...”

Y vira lén tiéng, Co Quan trén giwvong nhay mat da bat day, tho tay rat mot
thanh boi kiém trong chan, tudt khéi vo ba tac. Tredng Canh ngay cd mat
cling chwa kip chép, miii kiém sang loang da dat trén c6, han y trueon 1én
xuodi theo ¢6 y, ngudi cam kiém nhu thé ac long bi danh thitc.

Trwong Canh giat minh vi sat y ay, budt miéng thét ra: “Thap Luc!”

CO Quan hoi nghiéng dau, mét ldc lau méi nheo mat, twa ho nhan ra
Treong Canh, am i n6i mot tiéng: “Xin 16i.”

Y lai nhét boi kiém vao chan, khé s& c6 Trwong Canh gidy lat: “Ta chua
lam nguwoi bi thuwong chit?”
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Treong Canh kinh hon vira hét thi mot s nghi hodc thip thoang lai bong
nhién ndy ra, nghi tham: “Y sé khong that sy khong thay ro chi?”

Nhung 1ap tirc lai cdm thdy khong thé — An Dinh hau sao lai 1a ké mu d&
cho duwoc?

C0O Quan mo dwgc mot tdim do ngoai, khoadc dai 1én ngudi: “Sao nguoi lai
tGi day?”

Y vira néi vira mudn dirng day, khong ngo ditng nhanh, hoi loang choang,
thé la lai ng6i xuéng. Co6 Quan hit sdu mot hoi, mot tay dat trén tran, mot
tay vin mép givong.

“Pung nhuc nhich.” Treong Canh vo thite dwa tay do'y.

Trewong Canh chan chtr mét chit, khom lwng nang chan C6 Quan 1én, mot
lan nira dat 1én giwong, roi lai kéo chan gidp, tranh mot mé téc dai x6a tung
¢ dau givong, lat vai do y nam xudng. Lam xong nhitng viéc nay, Truong
Canh xau ho ditng duc ra d6 mot lac, vat hét 6c cling khong biét nén néi gi,
danh phai gwgng gao hoi han: “Nguoi lam sao vay?”

Thudc trén ngwoi C6 Quan dang phat tac, khong liéu duge Truwong Canh
dang “gian doi” minh sé dot nhién tgi tham, chi danh mién cudng nén con
dau dau va thanh am chgt vang chot mo hé bén tai.

Y dinh dudi Trweong Canh di trwdc, lién diém nhién cuwdi noi: “Khién mot
tiéu bach nhan lang tré mat khéng nhan nguwoi tirc gian — lam phién dién ha
lay bau regu dén cho ta.”

Theo kinh nghiém ctia y, vao nhitng lic thé nay, uébng mot ngum rugu hinh
nhw c6 thé d& hon.

Trewong Canh cau may, hé nghi nhin y.

C0 Quan dau dau nhw bua bd, lién thuan miéng no6i déi: “Rugu thuéc Tham
Dich phéi ché, tri dau nita dau.”
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Nghe néi thoi co ké hiép thién ti 1énh chw hau ciling thwong xuyén bi dau
nita dau, moi ngwoi déu hay lién twéng, y vira néi nhw vay, Truong Canh
qua nhién bi ltra, 14y cai bau nho treo canh khinh giap téi cho y.

C06 Quéan n6c mot hoi hét nira bau, thiy sap can, Trwong Canh voi nam co
tay y, giat lay bau rwgu: “bu roi, rwgu thude cling khong thé uéng nhw vay
duoc.”

Rwgu manh vao bung nhw Itta, mau toan than soi trao 1én, C6 Quan phun ra
mot hoi, qua nhién cdm thay trwdc mat ré6 hon, nhwng c6 thé la uéng qua
nhanh nén y thdy hoi say. Hai nguwdi nhat thoi khong cé gi dé noi, tron mat
nhin nhau m6t Iic, C6 Quan khong gwong nodi nita, lién dya dau giwong,
khé nham mat lai.

Y 10 rang c6 y tién khach, Truong Canh ciling biét minh nén di r6i, nhung
dwéi chan lai nhw moc reé.

Trwong Canh vira tham phi nhé minh: “Nguoi quan tdm ciing udéng phi
thoi, con khong thic thoi di cho mau.”

Vira khong tu chu dugc dva tay an huyét vi giup C6 Quan.
Vra an vira cdm thdy minh hén, nhung tay lai ditng khong duoc.

Tran C6 Quan lanh ngat, trir ban dau nhiu may mot chit, thi khong phat
biéu y kién khac, thuan theo mac y lam gi thi lam.

Cho dén khi Trweong Canh hoi méi tay, thap giong héi: “D& hon chwa?”
C6 Quan mé6i mé mat ra, tram mdc nhin Trueong Canh.

Van no6i “Ké tri nghi dén ngan diéu van c6 diéu so that, ké ngu nghi dén
ngan diéu ciling dwgc mot lan” , C6 Quan doi nay nhd men say, vay ma
cling ngau nhién biét n6i mot cau tiéng nguoi.

Y chot m@ miéng: “Cho du dén kinh thanh r6i, cling c6 nghia phu che ché
nguoi, khong can sg hai.”
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Truwong Canh chan dong manh, & trong bong t6i dudi ngon dén, co ho run
1én mot cai.

Trong do tudi vi diéu lai trudng thanh sém nhw thé nay, khi trong long biét
minh khong noi cdy nhg, y cé thé can rang dé minh bién thanh m6t ngwoi
thanh nién binh tinh khac ché, nhung sw manh mé ép ra nay sé nhanh chong
sup do tredc mot chit am ap bé nho ma y hang khao khat, dé 10 sy tré con
yéu mém bén trong.

C6 Quan chia mét tay ra: “Nghia phu sai roi, dwgc khong?”

Y khong hé biét cau nay xuyén thau tam hon nitt né cua thiéu nién kia nhw
thé nao, ban y cling khong chan thanh lam, béi vi C6 Quan phan 16n thoi
gian khong hé cho rang minh c6 sai, cho du thinh thodng lwong tam lén
tiéng, cling chwa chac biét dwgc minh sai & dau.

Y chi nho sy 6n nhu va dung ting ma men say mang dén, cho Truwdng Canh
mot 16i thoat.

Trewong Canh nam chat ban tay C6 Quan, nhw nam phao cttu mang, ba vai
cttng do nhiéu ngay dot nhién sup xuéng, suyt nita thi oa khoc.

Y phat hién thi ra treéc nay minh chd chang qua la hai cau nhu thé, chi can
nguoi kia ¢ tredc mat noi mot cau “Nghia phu sai 16i, khong c6 khong can
con” , dé y c6 thé cam gidc dwoc trén doi nay khong con Tu Nwong nguoc
dai minh, sau khi mat di Tt bach ho khéng kip gap mat lan cudi, con lwu lai
mot chit niém twdng am 4p... Vay thi y co thé tha thit tat ca cho tiéu nghia
phu.

Twr ngay trudc cho dén vé sau.
Bat ké nguoi dy tén la Tham Thap Luc hay C6 Quan.

CO Quan cam thdy mi mat cang lic cang nang, lién twa vao dau giwong
nham mat duwdng than, khé thi thao: “Truwong Canh, rat nhiéu thit déu sé
thay doi, khong c6 ai ngay tir ban dau da biét chén vé ctia minh & noi nao,
doi khi khong dugc suy nghi qua nhiéu.”
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Trwong Canh nhin doéi phwong dam dam khong chép mat, trong anh mat
bat tri bat gidc c6 mot chit tham lam dé dat, trong long bi ai thira nhan Co
Quan noi ding — rat nhiéu thit déu sé thay doi, ngudi song sé chét, thoi gian
twoi dep sé tiéu tan, than bang cd cyu sé chia lia, tinh nghia nhw non cao
bién sau sé theo dong nwéc chay dén chan troi goc bién... Chi cé chon vé
cta y da dinh trwéc va da biét, y sé bién thanh mot ké dién.

Co Quan dich vao trong, duwa tay vo vo bén canh minh: “Lén day, ngay mai
con phai di tiép, gio ngh tam & cho ta mot giac di.”

Sau nita dém, Truong Canh ngu trong 1éu cia C6 Quan, O nhi c6t nhw
thiong 16 khong chiu budng tha, ac mong van noi nhau dén, nhwng miii y
luén quanh quan mui thuéc 1on 1gt, trong tiém thitc biét minh rat an toan,
tham chi mang mang biét 1a dang nam mo, nhitng sg¢ hai va oan han do twa
h6 lién cach y mot tang.

DPo6i vGi Treong Canh ma néi, day da la gidc ngt ngon hiém thay.

Puong nhién, néu ldc thic day, y khong phat hién minh da de té ran mot
canh tay An Dinh hau, con ric sat vao long ngwoi ta nita chi.

Padc biét la tén khon C6 Quan kia vinh vién khong biét thong cam cho trai
tim man cam hay thay do6i cia nguoi thiéu nién, nguwroi ta cang mat tw nhién,
y cang muon d6 dau vao Itta. Co dai sodi tw cho la ngt chung giwdng mot
dém, Truong Canh xem nhw da hoa hao véi minh ro6i, thé la théi cii khong
chtra, chang nhitng xoa canh tay ldy nguwdi ta ra lam niém vui budi sang,
con c6 vé nhu vé sau phai giat ké rang dé thwong xuyén 16i ra 1ai nhai vay.

Dang vé yéu 6t bénh nguy kich cua ngwdi nay dém hom trwdce lai la lam bo
sao? !

Tham Dich sang s6m da trong thay Truong Canh mdt do tai hong, noi gian
dung dung tir sodi treéng tong ctra xong ra, thé la ca ngay 1éo déo di quanh
C0 Quan.
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Trén dwong, Tham Dich phong ngya tdi, dom sac mat C6 Quan, mét 16i hai
y nghia hoi: “Khong sao r6i?”

C0 Quan nhu con séi gia, chang thém dé y n6i: “Mot dira tré ranh, viéc nho
nhw vay, von da chang cé gi.”

Tham Dich tdn mat chitng kién cai vé lo lang quay vong vong hai ngay
trwdc cua y, khong dap noi, chi c6 thé cudi khay.

C06 Quan nhv thwong 1€ lam b khong nghe thay, tir xa thoang nhin béng
leng Truong Canh, chot noi: “Ngwoi noéi sau nay ta dé Huyén Thiét doanh
lai cho y duwgc khong?”

Tham Dich n6i kho khoc: “Nguwoi mudn hai y khéng dwoc chét tir t&?”

C0 Quan “Xi” mot tiéng, giong nhw byc vi y lam minh mat hirng.

“Nguoi con cho Huyén Thiét doanh la thi t6t dep? Ta n6i vGi nguwoi mot
cau that long, Tw Hi, nguwoi dirng ché ta néi chuyén khong lot tai,” Tham
Dich néi, “Huyén Thiét doanh ltic & trong tay lao Hau gia, la qudc chi lgi
khi, dén tay nguoi, lién thanh ‘qudc chi hung khi’, 1gi khi bdo quang t xa,
moi ngwoi déu yéu, hung khi thi chwa chac.”

Nghe ra thoai ly hitu thoai, C6 Quan thu lai nu cwdi ué odi trén mat.

Chuong 16: Phong van

Moi quan hé phitc tap rac roi nay, phai bat dau ndi tir tién dé.

Tién dé ca doi trén chién ma, van tri vo cong, 1a mot nhan vat truyén ky bat
thé xudt. Lio nhan gia mot tay day Pai Lwong 1én ché nhw mat troi giita
trva, khién trong luc hgp khéng ai ddm dung t6i, Huyén Thiét doanh va
Linh Xu vién déu do tay 6ng sang lap.

Tiéc thay vi tién hoang dé anh minh than vo nay lai c6 s6 c6 doc, trong ltic
tai vi cdi bon hoang hau, ma khong mot ai song lau. Ca doi tong cong ba
trai hai gai, trong d6 bon lam cho 6ng ngwdi dau bac tién ké téc xanh, khi
tién dé bang ha, dwdi goi chi con lai mot tredng cong chiia sém xuat gia.
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Nghe néi trudng cong chia lic muoi sau muoi bay cling tirng bi bénh nang,
suyt nita thi qua doi, may ma da c6 hén wéc v6i An Dinh hau, dai hoa
thwong HO Quoc tw 1ap dén chong cho, lai gian ngon dé céng chiia s6m
xuat gia xung hi — sau khi lay chong, bénh ctia cong chia qua nhién cling
cham rai khéi han.

Nhu vay xem ra, cac hoang ti hoang ni* yéu mang, lai la bi tién dé khac
chét.

Tién dé gia ca doi khac chét vo con lic 1dm chung dem Huyén Thiét doanh
va binh quyén quan trong nhat dé lai cho phu phu céng chiia ma 6ng yéu
thwong nhat, nhwng giang son Pai Lwong khong thé doi ho, Hoang dé ké
tiép danh phdi nhan ti chi bén.

Nam do kim thwgng s@ di thuan 1gi dang co, trg lwc cta tredng cong chua
cling khong nho.

Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa rat c6 tinh cdm vdi trudng cong chada, tan dén khi ba
mat, van ton lam “c6 mau” , lai dén doc t¢ C6 Quan vao cung tréng nom,
dich than ban tén “T® Hi” , nhiéu lan néi vGi van vo ba quan rang “Tw Hi
nhv than dé caa tram” , lénh cho Thai t& lic gdp riéng ciling phdi ton y la
“hoang thuc”.

Thic hay tham déu la hv danh, khéng qua quan trong, quan trong chinh la
binh quyén Dai Lwong thudc hé An Binh hau ¢ dang sau nam hai nho nhé
C06 Quan nam do.

Cuu b0 caa lao Hau gia con dd, néu Co6 Quan & cho Nguyén Hoa dé co
chuyén gi khong tot, giang son ctia Hoang thuwgng c6 thé ngoi vitng hay
khong cling con phai ban lai.

Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa nhan lic C6 Quan con nhd, dung muwdi nam lam
yéu crru b cia An Dinh hau, Huyén Thiét doanh dwéi tha doan mém déo
nhu thé co ho khong con ton tai. Dang tiéc, ngudi tinh khong bang trdi tinh,
bién phong Tay Vuc cang thang, ngoai dich xam pham, lién ti€p phai ba
chu soéi, khong phai gia thi la thung com, trong triéu Pai Lwong an an xuat
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hién thé trong van khinh v6 ca vii thang binh quen roi, vay ma chang c6 lay
mot nam nhan cam dwogc dao binh.

Linh Xu vién tram tich nhiéu nam dot nhién tap thé dang tau thinh nguyén,
yéu cau xay dung lai Huyén Thiét doanh.

Phé liéu bi Hoang dé mai ca chuc nam chi con thoi thép mot hoi, rot cude
van chua chét han, cai ti hoan sinh trong tay C6 Quan.

Tinh cdm cta C6 Quan doéi véi Hoang thwong rat phite tap.

Mot phwong dién, sau khi lao Hau gia va cong chia qua doi, 1a Hoang
thwvong nudi nang y thanh nguwoi, Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa da cho y sw 6n nhu
ma ngay ca phu mau ciing chua tirng cho.

Cong chua khong phai loai phu nhan ru ru trong nha, ma la mot ni¥ can
quac hoanh dao lap ma, riéng viéc c6 thé song dén xuat gia, khong bi nguoi
cha Thién sat c6 tinh khac chét, da du thay day la mot chan anh hung. C6
Quaén troi sinh hai nguwdi cha, khong biét tir mau la gi, di con chwa vitng thi
da bi doi vg chong lam an ky cuc kia dan dén chién trwong Bac cwong, an
gi6 nam suwong hit cat 16n 1én, mot chit nuong chiéu va diu dang, phong
nha va tw van binh sinh dwgc nhén, tinh ra toan dén tt* Hoang dé Nguyén
Hoa.

Vé phuong dién khac, Nguyén Hoa dé tinh tinh nhu nhugc, Iic tré thi sy
nhu nhugc nay mién cudong c6 thé néi la “da tinh nhan nghia” , cao tudi réi
thi hoan toan la “lam cam vo nang”.

Ldo nhan gia tir sdng dén toi chang lo cwdong qudc hung bang, mé mang bo
c6i, chi biét lo lang cho hoang quyén md6t mau ba kia, khong phai 16ng
quyeén gid thuat can bang trong than tt, thi la roi viéc lam khé C6 Quan, doi
dua tro lam cac twdng si phai lanh long.

Mot bén la bao vé ting li ting ti, mot bén la can tay tiwng li ting ti, Co
Quan bi kep trong hai sy “ting li ti'ng ti” nay, tha ¢ bién quan an cat cho
10i.
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Tham Dich y ti¥ sdu xa no6i: “Trang tron roi khuyét, chin qua héa nau. Pai
sodi, c6 nhan c6 day, cong cao khong thé chan chd, 1an bang bén phia déu
bi nguwoi danh hét roi, budc tiép theo phai chang nén tao phan? Puwong
nhién, ngwoi khong nghi nhv vay, nhung Hoang thwong nghi thé nao, thi
kho6 ma néi dugc.”

C0 Quan ho hitng noéi: “Ta phong hau ‘An Dinh’, chinh la dé danh giac cho
Pai Lwong, chuyén khac khong do ta quan.”

Tham Dich m@ miéng.

C6 Quan ngat 10i: “Ta biét ngwoi mudn ndi gi, khong can phai néi niva.”
Hai nguwoi hop tac nhiéu nam, mot anh mat da da dé hiéu y, doan doi thoai
nay thoat nghe rat kho6 hiéu — di nhién, khong phai la Tham Dich mu6n thdo

luan vé dwong kim Hoang thwgng vGi C6 Quan, lao Hoang dé 6m dau bénh
tat, lai cao tudi roi, lan nay goi C6 Quan hoi cung, chac ciing sap vé troi roi.

Y noéi duvong nhién la tan hoang twong lai.

Khong tinh Truwong Canh lwu lac bén ngoai, kim thwong c6 hai con trai,
Thai t& t& nhé doc lau kinh s, 1a ngwdi 6n théa, nhung nhw duwong kim
Hoang dé, han ciing trong van khinh vo6, khong tan thanh khuéch quan sung
giap hang loat, cho rang viéc nay dnh huéng dén trdi cao va dan sinh.

Nguwoc lai nhi hoang t&* da tam bwng birng, titng vao quan ngli, mot than
huyét tinh mu6én mé mang bo coi.

DPo6i vai vo twdng bon ho, ai wu ai liét can ban khong can phai néi.
Sac mat Co Quan hoi sam di.

Tham Dich biét, néu minh thitc thoi, thi nén 1ap ti'c cam miéng, lai van
khong nhin dugc noi: “Dai sodi, chi can mot thai do ctia ngwoi, cho du chi
la ngdm wng thuan...”

CO Quan nhin y mot céi, anh mat nhw hai thanh cat phong nhan ngung tu
sat y, ngwc Tham Dich nghen lai, 1ap titc khong thé tiép tuc.
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Co6 Quan ngat tirng chi* ma uy nghiém néi: “Sau khi dén kinh, ba b6 &
ngoai ctru mon dgi 1énh, cé ké nao mudn nhan lic long thé Hoang thugng
khong khoe dé duc nuwdc béo co, vo luan la ai, nhat loat Xt quyét ngay tai
cho, nghe ro chuwa?”

Tham Dich sac mat hoi tai di, rat 1au méi thap giong dap: “... Vang.”

Hai ngudi tram mac choc 1at, than sac C6 Quan dan dan diu di, y dot nhién
néi: “Ta khong nham vao nguoi dau.”

Tham Dich mién cuwdng né nu cuwoi.

“Nam Nguyén Hoa tht mudi ba, ta song mot nam thong kho nhat, cong
chia va lao Hau gia déu vang mat, nguwoi cling bi don vé Tham gia, ta khi
dé gan nhu mu, tai nghe khong rd,” C6 Quan thi thao, “Hom ay bén ngoai
troi do tuyét to, lanh chét di duwoc, ta 6m kiém cua lao Hau gia tron sau ctra
phong khong chiu dé ai t6i gan. La Hoang thwgng dan tam hoang tir lang 1é
vao vién nha ta, dwong duwdong ctu ngii chi ton, ditng dwdi tuyét non nira
canh gi®, ma&i do dugce ta ra. Nguoi viét chir trong long ban tay ta, con chi
huy noi thi dap hai nguwdi tuyét cho bon ta. Tam hoang tir... A Yén, y nhé
hon ta mot tudi, e 1&é nhw mot tiéu c6 nwong, rat hay cwoi, ta khén nan cd
nao ciling chang gian...”

Co6 Quan néi dén day thi ding lai.

Tam hoang tt* chin tu6i chét non.

Tham Dich: “Hoang thugng la mot nguwdi da tinh hiém thay.”
Tiéc thay, da tinh khong lam n6i Hoang dé tot.

C0 Quan khong tiép tuc chuyén nay, ngang dau nhin noi khong xa, Truwong
Canh ngoi trén lung ngwa, nghiéng dau noi cau gi vai Cat Ban Tiéu & trén
xe, Cat Ban Tiéu 10 ra cai dau tron quay ngay tho, hi hi ha ha dap 1oi.
Trewong Canh nhw cdm thay gi, thinh linh quay dau nhin lai, gap anh mat Co
Quan, than sac thiéu nién chot khong dwgc tw nhién, doan y titc gian quay
di luon.
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Co6 Quan no6i: “Tiéu ti nay ngoai hinh giong ba me ngwdi man nhw duc,
nhung tinh tinh lai giong Hoang thuwgng hon, nhiéu lic ta phang phat cam
thdy, néu A Yén c6 thé binh an 16n 1én, han ciing la thé nay day.”

Tham Dich ngdm miéng, y thitc dwgc rang vo luan minh néi gi déu vo ich.

Truong Canh khong nghe thay C6 Quan va Tham Dich néi gi, nhung luon
cam thay than sac twa tiéu phi tiéu kia la dang coi thuwong minh, qua thuc
nhw gai dam lwng, 1at sau lai khong nhin dwgc trém nhin C6 Quan, phat
hién y vay ma da phong ngua t6i.

Con chwa xong sao?

Trwong Canh chang mudn néi chuyén véi y chit nao, 1ap titc thiic ngwa
chay di, nao ngo chay hoi qué, dén ngay gan c6 xe tu ap giai thé t& nguoi
man.

Anh mit thé t& Thién Lang nhv ung nhot dn vao tdy, odn han tan xuong,
Trewong Canh vira nhin han lién cam thay trong long kho chiu, bén ghim
cwong, dinh tranh xa han ra.

Ai ngd dung lic nay, anh mat an thit ngwdi ctia han lwét qua Truwong Canh,
dirng & phia sau, dot ngodt toét miéng: “C6 Quan, hang ti vong hon dang
nhin nguoi ddy.”

Giong han nhw manh sat loang 16 ri sét cao qua dia gom, quy khi day dac,
khién ngwoi ta dung téc gdy, ngua cia Trieong Canh bat an hi 1én mot tiéng,
hoang loan budc di.

“U linh lang vang khéng di caa toc ta dang nhin ngwoi, tan hai thiét giap
ch6n duéi dat dang nhin nguwoi, ha ha ha ha... Than lyc vo han ctaa treong
sinh thién ban cho nguoi sy xui xéo, ngwoi tat nat xac dudi dao cua toc ta,
sau khi chét bi bach quy can xé van van nam khong dugc gidi thoat...”

Khuon mat van veo cuda thé ti ngudi man va khée miéng dinh méau cta Ta
Nwong chong 1én nhau mot cach vi diéu, tir ngon téc dén got chan Truwong

https://thuviensach.vn



Canh nhu roi vao ham bang, y dot nhién gam lén mot tiéng, gio tay rit boi
kiém bén hong, mudn bam dau thé ti kia nat nhu twong.

Nhung kiém chwa hoan toan rit ra, da bi mot ban tay ditng dung day ve.

C0 Quan khong biét tir khi nao da di bo dén bén canh vy, thiéu kién nhan
quét mat nhin thé t* ngwdi man ra vé than bi mot cai: “Than lyc vo han cua
ngai sao khong bét dung mot chut, dé phu hé quy bo hung ba thién ha, van
tho vo cuvong?”

Dttt 101, y tién tay kéo day cuwong ctia Treong Canh, nghiéng dau nhin thiéu
nién sic mit tréng béch ma cudi néi: “Tin that a? Oi, ho rat giéi hu doa bon
tré con, vé mat nay chi it bé xa Pai Luwong ta muwoi may nam day. Tu nhan
c6 gi hay ma xem? Di, qua bén kia choi.”

Trewong Canh: “Nhuwng han ddm noéi nguoi...”

C0 Quan chang hé dé bung, vo tam v6 phé cudi sang sac, day vé so cuéng
nhuw mwa giong gio giat lam gi duogc ta.

Truwong Canh nhiu may chwa gian ra, thoat dau c6 chat tirc gian kho hiéu,
dan dan, khi am lanh quan quanh bén canh nhu déu tan vao tiéng cuwoi
chdng hé dé y cia Co6 Quan, thyc sy lién tré nén hoang dwdng nuwc cuoi.
Trong long Trwdng Canh lan dau tién ndy ra mot y nghi nho nhd, y nghiém
tdc nghi thAm: “Vi sao ta phai s¢ chi¥? O nhi cét ép ta dién, thi ta nhat dinh
sé dien sao?”

Trén con dwong hanh quan dai 1é thé, trai tim chita day s¢ hai va hoang
mang cua Truwong Canh trong canh thiét giap hoi ha dan dan lang xudng, y
twa nhw mot goéc ma cam ngugce, chi can mot chit anh sang, 1a co thé thang
lung 1én lan nita.

Chép mat da dén dé do.

Lic dai mon cta ctru trung cung khuyét mé ra hai bén, du la Huyén Ung
cao cao tai thuwgng, cling phai dap xudng dat quy lay.
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Co6 Quéan tém gay Trwong Canh: “Dtng nghi nhiéu, di gap phu hoang
nguoi théi.”

Khi Treong Canh mo ho bi y day di, that sy gap dugc 1ao nhan trén givong
bénh kia, nhwng rat kho lién hé cai nguwoi dang vé tiéu tuy dé véi “Hoang
de”.

Ong ta gid nua nh vay, rdu téc nhw mot bui chi bac hong gi6, da mét bung

beo, tiéu tuy v0 cung, d6i moéi mong run nhe nhe, tray trat nhin C6 Quan.

Co Quan thoang dirng chan khong dé phat hién, Truong Canh nhay bén
nghe thdy y twa ho hit sdu mot hoi, nhing khi quay dau lai, van nhin thay
khuon mat khong ro hi no.

“Bé ha, than khong phu sit ménh,” C6 Quan néi, “Pa tim tit dién ha vé cho
nguoi.”

Anh mit Hoang dé Nguyén Hoda cham rdi chuyén hwéng sang Truong
Canh, Trewong Canh giat minh, nhat thoi lai mudn lui buwéc. Y ludon cam
thdy trong anh mat 1do nhan c6é mot cai méc cau dai ngwge dong thoi gian,
khong hé nhin y, ma la xuyén qua y nhin thay ai do.

Song C6 Quan ¢ dang sau lai day y, lam y khong ty chu dugc tién hai buéc.
Co Quan thap giong ri tai y: “Quy xuéng.”

Treong Canh quy ci quy xudng, nhin thdy trong déi mat khd khdéc duc
ngau cta Nguyén Hoa dé lai chdy ra hai dong 1é gia, xu6i khée mat chi chit

nép nhan gian giua tuén roi, nhw la chdy mu vay.

Truong Canh nghe thdy C6 Quan ndi nhé: “Goi mot tieng phu hoang di.”
Chuong 17: Bang ha

Truwong Canh khong goi noi. Trén duwong, tit ca nhitng nguoi gap go déu

lén nhin y, titng dot séong anh mat ay sap lam y chét chim, nhung y van
chang thdy minh véi vi trén long sang kia c6 mét sgi toc nao twong tw nhau.
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Y nghe thay C6 Quan ké tai n6i khé: “Bat ké chan tam hay gia y, nguoi c
goi mot tiéng di.”

Trewong Canh nghiéng dau, nhin thdy doi mat tiéu nghia phy, déi mat ay
trong sudt dén lanh liét, khong mot chiat nwdc mat — lam bo cting khong, co
vé vira xinh dep vtra vo tinh.

Nguwoi nhin nhw luon vo tinh nay thé dai ma thap giong néi: “Coi nhu ta
cau nguoi.”

Trong long Truwong Canh dau c6 nhiéu mau thuan hon, nhiéu diéu nghi
khong thong hon, nghe cau nay ciing lién thoa hiép, y nghi tham: “Coi nhw
hang gia nay an ui ong ta di vay.”

Y ha mat, hoi hot goi 1dy 1é: “Phu hoang.”

DPo6i mat Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa dot nhién sang birng 1én, cit nhw thé gom
not chit sinh co cudi cung thanh mét cum tac quang, twa phao hoa nhat tinh
bitng sdng ca sanh duong. Ong ta ngdm nghia Trwdng Canh rat ldu nhu
chwa dd, méi théu thao néi: “Ban... ban nguoi tén Man, mong con ta hao
hao cao lang, vo wu vo sau, mot doi binh an, song lau tram tudi... Nguoi c6
nhii danh ch@?”

Truong Canh: “Co, la Treong Canh a.”

Nguyén Hoa dé hoi map may moi, hong bat ra tiéng “héng hoc” , nhat thoi
khong noi thanh 10i.

C0 Quan danh phai tién 1én md6t budc, do 1ao Hoang dé day, vo nhe lung dé
ong ta nhé dam ra. Nguyén Hoa dé nghen dén mic mat trgn trang, hon hén
dén run ray, thd dai thd ngan nam ngtra lai, cai méong ga tim ldy tay CoO
Quan.

Co Quan: “Than day.”

Nguyén Hoa dé nhu cai 6ng bé v& ndi: “Huynh trudng né déu 16n ca roi,
chi ¢6 Truwong Canh cda tram, tram khong thé nhin thay né trwdng thanh...”
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C0 Quan nhw cam nhan dugc diéu gi, doi mat véi lao Hoang dé, gia nua va
tré tuoi, nwdc mat chwa kho va binh tinh, ho chi trao doi anh nhin mot chuit,
twa ho lién nhanh chéng c6 hita hen ngam nao dé.

C0 Quan: “Than biét.”

“Tram pho thac dita tré nay cho ngwoi, T Hi, tram khong con ai khac, chi
tin dwgc moi nguwaoi, ngwoi phai trong nom noé thay tram...” Tiéng Nguyén
Hoa dé cang ldc cang nho, 1am bam 16n x6n mot lic, C6 Quan mién cudng
nhan ra y 6ng mot cach khoé khan, “Tram mu6n cho né mot vuwong tudc...
Nguwoi tim dugc no ¢ noi nao?”

Co Quan: “Bac cwong Nhan Hoi a.”

“Nhan Ho6i...” Nguyén Hoa dé khé lap lai mot lan, “Tram chuva tirng dén
do6, xa cd nao. Vay thi... ha chiéu, ha chiéu phong hoang ti t*t Ly Man lam
Nhan Bac vwong, nhung... khu khu... nhwng khong phai bay gio, phéi cho
tGi khi lam 1€ doi md...”

CO Quan lang lang nghe, Pai Lwong triéu binh thuwong mot chir 1a Than
vurong, thi du nhuw nhi hoang t* phong “Nguy vwong” , hai chit la Quan
vrrong, pham cdp hoi thap hon, théng thwong phong cling déu la con chau
hoang that cach mét tang.

Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa: “Khong phai tram bac dai nd, chi la tram khong thé
che ché né nita, twong lai khong thé dé cac ca ca né sinh long bat man...
T Hi, nguwoi cé biét vi sao tram nhat dinh phai chd né doi mi r6i mdi c6
thé tap vuong twdc khong?”

Co Quan dirng mot chut roi gat dau.

Truwong Canh khong biét ho lam tro bi hiém gi, trai tim v6 c& dap dién
cuobng, giong nhw dy cam dugc diéu gi.

Nguyén Hoa dé néi: “Bai vi tram muodn ha chi, cho Trudng Canh cta tram
lam con thtra tw cta ngwoi, dé ndé khong pham khong tuwdc dwa vao nguoi
vai nam. T Hi, nguwoi phai tot véi nd, du twong lai c6 con ctia chinh minh,

https://thuviensach.vn



cling dirng ghét bé n6, n6 hon mudi tudi roi, chang phién ngwoi dwgc may
nam ntta, cho dén khi doi mii, ngwoi dé né ra ngoai kién pha, dén lic do 14y
quy cach Quan vuong... Dia phwong tram cling chon san r6i...”

No6i dén day thi Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa bi sac ho dit doi, C6 Quan mudn
dwa tay do nhung bi 1do Hoang dé hat ra.

Lao Hoang dé nhin sac mat Truong Canh tv dung trang béch, that sy la
cang nhin cang dau long.

Ong nghi thaim, mot dita tré t6t nhw vay, vi sao khong thé & bén canh minh?
Vi sao vat va lam mdi tim vé, ma ong lai chang dwgc nhin nhiéu?

Hoang dé Nguyén Hoa hot hoang doi anh nhin khéi Trieong Canh, nhw mot
dia tré yéu dubi, néi v6i Co6 Quan: “Gié bui duong xa mét méi qua roi, dé
thang bé di nghi ngoi di, réi tram lai n6i may cau véi nguoi.”

C0 Quan dan Trrong Canh ra cira, giao cho noi thi dang hau & do, ké tai y
noi nho: “Ctr di nghi ngoi trudc, dgi lat nita ta sé tdi tim ngwoi.”

Truong Canh khong 1én tiéng, im lang di theo ndi thi dan dwong, trong long
chang ro 1a mui vi gi.

Lan nay y danh chinh ng6n thuan thanh con nudi ctia C6 Quan, von nén la
mot viéc tot, nhuwng chang hiéu sao trong long y lai khong tai nao vui noi.

Thé nhuwng miéng vang 16i ngoc da quyét, noi diy khong cho phép y cu
tuyét, khong cho phép y phan khang, tham chi khéng cho phép y n6i nhiéu
mot cau.

Y chi c6 thé than bat do ky theo noi thi cti dau di khéi tda cung dién nong
ndc mui thuéc va mui chét choc, di vai budc, Treong Canh khong ty cha
duwgc ngoanh lai nhin C6 Quan, thdy C6 Quan nghiéng ngwdi quay lai. An
DPinh hau c6 khuon mat nghiéng dep nhu tranh vé, triéu phuc day nang rong
thung thinh khodac trén nguwoi, ty dwng thém vai phan cam giac go bo khé
néi thanh 10i, nhin ma nguc dang chat.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nghi gi vay?” Truwong Canh cudi kho nghi bung, “Ngwoi may hom trude
con la con cta bach ho bién thuy, c6 mot ba me liéu mang nguwgc dai nguoi,
ha doc cho ngwoi, hdm nay lai thanh con nuéi cia An Dinh hau, chuyén t6t
thé nay nam mo c6 dugc khong?”

Y ctt thé vira ty minh khda lap, vira bat lyc vdi hét thdy xung quanh. Thiéu
nién mwoi ba tudi di qua treong lang cung dién ma t6i, tong cdng chin chin
tam muwoi mot budc, di dén suot doi kho quén.

Céanh ctra nhe nhang khép lai, lw hwong tan hoi nwéc & dau givong boc khoi
nhe.

Nguyén Hoa dé néi v6i C6 Quan dang quy & dau givong: “Tram nhd, lic
nho ngwoi than véi A Yén nhat, tudi tdc san san, ditng bén nhau, ct nhw
mot doi bup bé bang ngoc vay.”

Nhac t6i tam hoang tir chét non, C6 Quan hoi bién sac: “Than rat li lgm,
kém xa tam dién ha ttt nho tri thw dat ly.”

“Nguoi khong 1i lom,” Nguyén Hoa dé ditng mot chit, roi thap giong lap
lai mot 1an, “Khong 1i lgm... Néu A Yén giong nguwoi mot teo thoi, thi lam
sao c6 thé chét non dugc? Rong sinh rong, phwgng sinh phuong, la giong
gi, sé moc thanh cay ay, Tt Hi a, chdy trén nguwdi nguoi mdi la thiét huyét
cla tién dé...”

C0 Quan: “Than sg hai.”

Nguyén Hoa dé khoat tay: “H6m nay khong c6 ngudi ngoai, tram noéi véi
nguoi vai cau that long. Tw Hi, nguoi troi sinh nén mé mang bd c6i, quan
lang thay cfing run ban bat cui dau, nhung ta ludn lo lang nguoi 1€ khi qua
nang, twong lai sé giam phuc.”

Ph6 phuong cé 161 don, rang ngoai t6 C6 Quan — Vi hoang dé chinh do sét
nghiét qua nang, méi roi vao canh chiéu thé lwong, con cai mat dan.

“Nguy viong tuy tham vong 16n, nhung c6 nguwoi tha, twong lai giang son
cta Thai t& khong phdi lo, ta chi hoi lo lang cho nguoi... Nguoi phai nghe
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tram mot cau, moi sy hdng qua hdéa dd, nguwoi can tich phic, biét tién
thodi... Lao tru tri HO Quoéc ty cling coi nhw la nhin nguwoi 16n 1én, Phat
phap vo bién, néu roi rai, ngwoi nén thwong dén cho 6ng ta ng6i mot luc.”
Lao ltra troc cia H6 Quoc ty ¢6 cai miéng qua den, tirng néi C6 Quan ménh
trung dai sat, khac luc than, béi thé, C6 Quan thuy chung khong chiu buéc
vao HO Quoc tv mot budc.

Lic nay nghe Hoang thwgng nhac t6i, Cé6 Quan nghi bung: “bung roi, quén
mat lao Itra troc d6, c6 co hoi ta nhat dinh phai tinh s6 véi ldo, mot moi ltra
dot trui cai Phat dwong nat ltra doi 1ay tiéng kia.”

Nam do sau khi 1ao Hau gia chét, Hoang thugng ciling dung luan diéu sat
nghiét nang khong may man nay dé lam yéu Huyén Thiét doanh. Nhung
gan day giao cta nguoi phién bang di lai trén bién, thuwdng xuyén lui tdi
Pai Lwong, Bac cuwong, Tay Vuc, tham chi BDong Hai xa van dam, & dau
khong cé anh mat nhw ho rinh méi tham lam nhin dai dia Than Chau?
(Giao titc giao long, trong truyén nay thi né la mét loai thuyén)

Sat nghiét qua nang khéng may man, chang 1é qudc t6 luan lac, cwong tho
mu mit khoi bao dong, bach tinh 1énh dénh, xac tréi ngan dam, thi la di hoa
vi quy, van sy dai cat sao?

Néu Co dai sodi da sau da cdm nhw dai biéu huynh dai bac ban khong tGi
kia, vay chiing sinh vo tri vo giac trong dai quéc ménh mong, lai phai dwa
vao ai tran thta cwong tho day?

Phai ddm han 1am trong triéu di “ldy dic thu phuc ngudi” a?

C06 Quan khéng chi mudn danh, con muén lam mot mé khée sudt doi, tot
nhat la tryc tiép san bang Tay Ve, danh t6i ctita nha ddm nguwdi phién bang
Tay Dwong su6t ngay them muén dai dia Trung Nguyén, khién ho nghe
tiéng ma sg mat mat, khong dam dén rinh mo non séng twoi dep ctia nguoi
ta nita.
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Thoi diém binh dinh phan loan Tay Vuwc, C6 Quan tirng dang tau yéu cau
nhv thé, nhung Hoang thuong cé kha nang la cdm thdy y dién r6i, mét muc
bac bo, bac bo cling danh, con dung nhiém vu “tim t hoang t& vé” ky la
nhw vay dé tong y dén Bac cuong.

Puong nhién, Hoang thwong cling khong liéu dugc, 6ng ta giam chan Co
Quan & Bac cwong, Co Quan lai tréi vé cho minh mot thé ti man toc.

C6 mot sO nguwoi, sao sat phat nam ngay trén dau, néu khong la lwong
twédng mdé mang bo coi, thi nhat dinh vé triéu hai nwéc hai dan.

Dbé vuong da tinh gan dat xa troi cung twéng quan vo tinh thanh xuan phoi
phéi mot nam mot quy, & dau giwong chat choi doc tim gan lan cudi, van
khong ai thuyét phuc duoc ai.

Nguyén Hoa dé nhin d6i mat lanh bang ay, bong cam thay bi ai.

Ldo Hoang dé nghi, néu nam dé khong phai minh tham md hoang quyén,
hién gio phai chang chi la mot Vuong gia nhan tan xua cho choi ga?

Khong gap phai nit nhan s6 ménh dinh san ay, c6 1é sé dem tham tinh mot
doi cho nguoi khac, cling chang can phai thé ly ti tdn ngan dy nam.

Pé toa chat day bui gai va xwong kho nhu thé, dai khai chi cé loai nguoi sat
phat quyét doan, lanh tinh lanh tinh nhw An Dinh hau, méi c6 tw cach ngoi
1én thoi?

Nguyén Hoa dé thi thao goi: “Tw Hi... T® Hi a...”

Than sac twa nhw dic bang sat cia C6 Quan thoang dao dong, mi mat cup
xuong, ba vai kéo cang hoi mém di, khong citng dén chang hgp tinh nguoi
nira.

Nguyén Hoa dé hai: “Nguoi sé oan han tram chit?”
Co Quan: “Than khéng dam.”
Nguyén Hoa dé lai héi: “Vay nguoi vé sau sé nhé tram chi?”

C06 Quan ngdm miéng.
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Lao Hoang dé khong bo qua, nhin y lom lom: “Sao khong noi gi thé?”

CO Quan tram mac mot lic, khong hé thdy buon ba, chi nhan nhat néi:
“Néu Hoang thwgng di, Tt Hi sé khong con than nhan nita.”

Nguwc Hoang dé€ Nguyén Hoa trong nhay mat nhw bi mét ban tay bop chat.
Ong ca doi chua tirng thay tiéu virong bat dan ndy néi mot cdu mém giong,
hién gio chi mot cau nay, lién phang phat x6a bé hét an oan va yéu ghét ma
hai thé hé chwa ti'ng n6i ra miéng, chi dé lai duéi thoi gian tham thoat, sy
quyén luyén hoi hot tro troi phai mau.

Lic nay, mot ndi thi & cta dé dat nhac nhd: “Hoang thwgng, nén dung
thubc r6i.”

Co6 Quan dinh than lai, vira ngang dau lén thi lai thanh hung khi hinh nguoi
bé nghé vo song: “Hoang thirgng bao trong long thé, than xin cao lui.”

Nhung Hoang dé€ Nguyén Hoa dot nhién m@ miéng goi nhii danh cta y:
“Tiéu Thap Luc!”

C0 Quan khyng lai.

Nguyén Hoa dé cat lyc dwa tay mo dwdi goi, 1dy ra mot chudi trang hat go
cli ky: “Lai day, duva tay ra.”

C6 Quan nhin 3o nhan thé hon hén deo chudi trang hat chang dang may xu
kia 1én tay y, tam tinh hoi phuc tap.

“Pai biéu huynh... dang nhin ngwoi.” Nguyén Hoa dé vo vo mu ban tay vy,
thi thao noi.

Trong long C6 Quan rat dau thwong, su tran dinh ngoai mat co hé khong
duy tri dugc, danh phdi voi vang cao lui.

Ba ngay sau, dé bang.

Van v6 ba quan cung van ngan Ié dan, lai lan nita dwa tién mat thoi dai.

Chuwong 18: Hau pha
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Kinh thanh sau mét tran mua to, hoi lanh van an minh boc 1én ngun ngut, 16
ra su tiéu diéu lanh 180 nhw sap dong bang swong sém.

Treong Canh 1o mo theo cd dam nguodi xa la dva tién 1ao Hoang dé. Hom
dwa ma, co xe tam ngwa kéo quan tai cttu long, hai bén dai 16 dung muoi
van kén hoi nuwdc, ty dong tau vang khic nhac tang, phun khéi trang mit
mu, bao trum ca dé do, trong gidp lam rao ngan nhitng ké khong phan su,
ngoai giap tran, nguwdi xem lé dong nghin nghit, c6 ngwdi Pai Lwong, ngudi
di, nguoi Bach Viét, ngudi man... Tham chi con c6 nguoi phién bang Tay
Duong dém khong xué.

Vo6 s6 anh mat rinh mo va suy doan hodc cong khai hodc am tham nhin
Trewong Canh — hoang t tir Ly Man than thé thanh cau do, dang ti€c chang
ai dam tién lén bat chuyén véi y ngay trwéc mat An BDinh hau. Truwong
Canh bj Co dai soai cong nhién giau di, may ngay qua trtr Thai tr va Nguy
virong moi nguwdoi lwgn hai vong trirdc mat y, thi mot nguwdi ngoai y cling
chwa hé tiép xtc.

Cho hét thay két thiic, Truong Canh dwgce dwa dén pha An Dinh hau.

Hau pha nhin tir bén ngoai that la uy phong v6 cung, cong 16n chit bat, treo
hai cadi dau thu mat xanh nanh vang, miéng va mii phun hoi nwéc mau
trang, ba muoi sau banh rang dong thdi chuyén dong, then cita nang né “cot
két” nang lén, 16 ra moi bén mat thiét khoi 16i cao to. (Khoi 16i von la chi
loai r6i duwgc giat day, nhung trong truyén nay thi ching la nhitng nguoi gia
bang sat hoat dong nhd dong co hodc nhitng thit dai loai vay)

Trén bitc twong phu diéu treo hai bd gidp tru cia Huyén Thiét vo tuéng,
dén mang-song u am, gia twéng ho vé ¢ bén, mot luong khi tic sat lanh 1éo
hat thang vao mat.

Puwong nhién, di vao méi phat hién, & pht An Binh hau khi phai chi dugc
moi cong chinh thai.

DPinh vién hau phu tuy sau, co cay lai hét sitc thwra thét, bé ngoai uy nghiém
dén dang sg, bén trong ky thwc chi c6 may lao bdc it 10i, thdy Co6 Quan
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cling chi dirng chan hanh 1€, khong hé néi nhiéu.

Phan 16n khoi 16i va héa co trong dan gian déu st dung than d4, chi c6 mot
phan rat nho dung ti Iwu kim, thuwdong la cac cy vat nhuw dé dap 16n, khoi 16i
khai hoang, thudc vé pha nha dia phwong, vé phan cac vat dung nhé quy
gia, thi chi c6 dat quan quy nhan pham cap nhat dinh mgi c6 tw cach dung.

Puong nhién, quy dinh la quy dinh, dan gian tuan thu hay khong lai la
chuyén khac — thi du nhw Quach dai nhan Thai thu Nhan Hoi tuyét doi
khong da pham cap, song do dac dung ti Iu kim trong nha han khong chi
c6 mdt, CO dai sodi du rang cuc ky da pham cap, nhung trong phu lai thanh
ban gian di dén la thudong, ngoai trir vai thiét khoi 16i, hau nhw chang thay
mdy moén do dung t lvu kim.

Ca hau phu dang gia nhat, cé 1é chinh la may tdm hoanh do dai nho lam
mot thoi Mach Sam tién sinh ty tay viét — nghe néi Mach Sam tién sinh la
1do s v& long ctia An Binh hau, chac han may tdm hoanh nay ciing 1a hang
xin duoc.

Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nwong Tw cling don dén theo Truwong Canh, ba dita
tré nong thon chwa thady canh doi tho dau tho c6, Cat Ban Tiéu tré con néi
nang khong kiéng ki: “Thap Luc thuic...”

Tao Nwong T nho giong quat: “Do6 1a Hau gia!”

“Hi hi, Hau gia,” Cat Ban Tiéu cgt nha san tdi, “Nha ngai hinh nhw khong
dep bang nha Quach dai nhan.”

C0 Quan khong dé bung cwdi noéi: “Sao ta c6 thé so véi Quach dai nhan
duwgc? Bon ho troi cao Hoang dé xa, giau nitt d6 d6 vach, dau nhu ta, dé tiét
kiém it tién, ngay 1é ngay tét toan phai vao cung an chyc théi.”

Cau nay nghe nhw noi dua, nhung Treong Canh & bén canh nghe, mo ho
cam thay thoai ly hitu thoai.

Y con chwa kip nghi kj, Tao Nwong Tw lai thi thao véi Cat Ban Tiéu:
“Chang phai trong kich luon n6i nha céng tir thé gia déu cé vuon hoa xich

https://thuviensach.vn



du, nha hoan my mao a?”

Cat Ban Tiéu giong nhu rat hiéu, wdn bung néi: “Vwon hoa déu & dang sau
ma, con nit ti¥ nha dai hd bat ké cha t& déu khong thé tuy y xuat dau 16
dién, dé nguoi tuy tién nhin thdy dugc sao? Khong biét thi dirng hoi linh
tinh.”

C0 Quan cuwoi noi: “Nha ta khong c6 nha hoan, chi c6 mot dam lao dau t
va lao phu gitp viéc thoi. Khong gidu gi cac nguwoi, nguwdi dep nhat hau pha
tinh ra nén la ta day, mu6n ngam thi ¢t ngam di.”

Né6i xong y con lang lo chép chép mat, cwdi khoe ham rang trang.

Tao Nwong Tt voi vang then thung nhin di cho khac, Cat Ban Tiéu khong
ngo duwong dwong An Dinh hau ma ciing day mat nhw “Tham Thap Luc” ,
lién tron mat ha mom theo.

Co Quan chap tay sau lung, man mé chuoi trang hat cii tién dé dé lai, thong
tha di qua dinh vién tiéu diéu: “Me ta mat tir sém, ta lai chwa cwdi vo, mot
ké doc than khong gia khong nhé nhu ta, can nhiéu nha dau xinh dep lam
gi? Sé c6 vé khong dirng dan lam.”

Nghe ci¢ nhu thé y la m6t ngwoi ditng dan vay.

Tao Nwong T khong dam nhin thang C6 Quan lam — nam t& dep ga déu
khong dam nhin, ditng dé rut ré héi: “Hau gia, nguoi ta déu no6i ‘nhat nhap
hau mon tham ty hai’...”

C0 Quan khong nhin duge cwoi, tréu: “Sao nao, ngwoi muon chia tay Tiéu
lang dé ga cho ta a?”

Tao Nuong Tt ca nguoi do bung nhuw cai dit khi be bé.

Truong Canh den si mat: “Nghia phu.”

C6 Quan lic nay m@Gi nhé t6i than phan tredng bdi, voi vang nghiém trang
mot cach khé khin, nin ra vé hién tir st seo, néi: “O chd ta khong c6 quy
ct gi, muon an cai gi thi t minh néi véi nha bép, hau vién c6 thw phong va

https://thuviensach.vn



vo kho, con cé chuong ngwa nita, doc sach tap vo hay cwdi ngwa déu tuy y,
binh thwong Tham Dich roi rai sé dén, néu y ban, thi ta moi mét tién sinh
khac cho cac nguoi — ra ngoai choi cling khong can bao ta, dan theo thi vé,
ditng gdy chuyén bén ngoai 1a dwoc... Um, dé ta nghi xem con gi nita
khong.”

Tram ngam choc lat, C6 Quan lai quay dau ndi: “A ding roi, con mot viéc
chinh la trong nha c6 vai 1do bdc da cao tudi, phan tng kho tranh khéi hoi
cham cham, hay lwgng thi¢ cho ho, dirng n6i néng.”

Y chi binh binh ddn do mét cau, ma long Truwong Canh lai ty dung mém
mot chit vi sy 6n nhu hiém thay trong 10i y ndi — tuy rang on nhu khong
phai danh rieng cho minh.

Co Quan vo vo lung Truwong Canh: “Cho ta hoi quanh qué, vé sau c coi
day la nha di.”

Mot thoi gian rat dai sau do, Treong Canh khong gap Co Quan, tan hoang
phai dang co, Nguy vuwong phai doa, thé tit man toc tréi vé tr Bac cuong
phai x 1y, nguwdi man v6 c¢d bdi wéc xam lan cling phai lam cho ra 1é...
Con ¢6 v0 sb xa giao, tham do van van, khong hé it.

Treong Canh ty thdy minh ciing cham chi, nhing moi sang cho y day thi
C0 Quan da di roi, budi téi y ngi mot giac choang tinh day, C6 Quan con
chwa tré ve.

Chdp mat ma mua néng am da hét, qua mot mua thu voi va, lién dén mua
nhém bép 10o.

Pém khuya, trén con dwong da phién trai mot tang tuyét mong nhu mi mat,
khong trung hoi néi swong trang, tiéng vé nguwa tir cudi ngd nho 106c coc
vang lén, khong bao 1au, hai thét ngrra den tuyén kéo mot 6 xe xuyén qua
man swong mu xuat hién, dau lai ngay ctra sau hau phu.

Xe ngua “Phut” mot tiéng nho, ba dwong ong gitr am quanh than xe phun ra
khoi trang, ctta xe md& tir bén trong, Tham Dich chui ra.
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Tham Dich ha mot hoi khéi trang, quay dau lai néi véi nguoi trong xe: “Ta
thdy nguoi cling dirng xudng xe nita, ci* kéu nguwdi md cita chay xe vao
thang di, troi lanh 1lam.”

Nguoi trong xe dap mot tiéng, chinh la C6 Quan, mat y c6 vé rat mét moi,
nhung tinh than twa ho kha tét, y phan pho xa phu: “Mé ctra di.”

Xa phu chay cham di. Tham Dich & tai cho gidam chan hoéi: “Thu6c hét tac
dung roi a?”

C0 Quan ué odi ngan dai giong: “Hét roi, thit thém may tén Gia Lai Huynh
Hodc ciling khong thanh van de.”

Tham Dich: “Hom nay Hoang thwgng goi ngwoi vao cung noi gi? Ta nghe
néi Thién Lang by phaéi s dén?”

“Lao qué day mat trinh Ién mot to tau biéu, thiéu diéu quet ca nwdc miii
1én, n6i mudn tang lwgng ti lwu kim tién cong mo6i nam thém mot phan, dé
Hoang thwgng thwong con ldo tré ngwdi non da ma tha vé, lao qué dé con
san long lay than thay thé, dich than t6i lam ti nhan.” C6 Quan hung tri
khong cao, miéng ciling chang c6 10i hay, “Po rua do, con ciing dé bay tam
dita roi, con tré ngwdi véi cha non da, chang 1€ la dat quan ngoai khong tot,
mam ciing moc cham hon?”

Tham Dich nhiu may: “Nguwoi khong néi con tam banh ngay d6 chi?”

“Ta dau c6 néng vay? Nhung néu ta khong noi gian, H6 bo Thuwong thw
nghéo dén phat dién kia dam dong y luén ddy.” C6 Quan lanh lung noi, réi
ngay lap tirc doi giong, thd dai: “Thanh hién ca triéu, déu khong biét bon
chit ‘tha ho vé ritng’ viét thé nao.”

Trong gidp ngwdi man mac khi xam chiém Nhan Hoi lap doan phao & truéc
nguc, do6 la thiét ké cta ngwoi Tay Duong — nguwdi Trung Nguyén trdi sinh
xwong nho hon, du la twéng si trong quan, hau hét cling khong cwong trang
nhu vay, thiét ké trong giap cling coi trong nhe nhang nhanh nhen, thong
thuwong trén chién tredng khong choi tro “nguc dap nat da”.
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Sau lung Huynh Hoac Gia Lai khong hé nghi ng& chinh la dam ngwoi Tay
Duwong luén théem thuong Pai Luwong.

C0 Quan cui xuéng nhin 16p tuyét méng hoi phan quang trén mat dat, thap
giong noéi: “Ngoai ti¥ canh déu la ho lang.”

Y rdt mudn cho treong giao xudng bién, huwéng vé Tay Duong, danh thang
t@i hang 6 phién bang, nhwng chinh chién lién tuc nhiéu nam, quoc khoé Pai
Lwong sap bi y danh rong roi, tredc mat bai vi C6 Quan tng 1ap tan hoang
thwong vi, nhw mwa ding lic trdn Nguy vwong nhan khi tién hoang bénh
tinh nguy kich ruc rich gdy chuyén, tan hoang moi viéc déu né mat y vai
phan.

Nhung né mat... c6 thé dai lau khong?

Tham Dich lac dau: “Khong nhac viéc nay nita, t¢ dién ha & cho nguoi thé
nao?”

“T& dién ha?” C6 Quan strng sot, “Rat tot.”

Tham Dich héi: “Y hién tai lam gi moi ngay?”

C0 Quan can nhac giay lat, dap khong chac lam: “... Chac choi? Co6 diéu ta
nghe Vuong thic n6i hinh nhuv y khong hay ra ngoai.”

Tham Dich vira nghe lién biét, Co dai soai chan t¢ dién ha nhw dé — moi
ngay cho co an, con viéc khac khong quan, nhung ciing khong trach y
dwgc, bai vi nam do6 1do Hau gia va cong chuia cling nu6i y nhw vay.

Tham Dich than thg: “Nam do6 tién dé doi xi véi nguwoi nhu thé nao, nguoi
quén réi a?”

Trén mat Co Quan thoang qua vé xau ho, ky thyc y khong biét nén & chung
v6i Treong Canh thé nao.

Trwong Canh da qua tudi lam niing ngudi 16n doi keo, tinh cach lai chin
chan sém, Iic & Nhan Ho6i tiéu tran, tham chi l1a difa tré kia trong nom nghia
phu chang ra gi nay nhiéu hon.
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C0O Quan khong thé ca ngay di choi véi mot dam tré con, nhwng ciing rat
kho lam mot tredng boi, dan dat Trieong Canh.

Bdi vi y that sy 1a bi ép di cay thay trau, con chwa c6 nién ky va tw chat dé
lam mot ngudi cha tot.

Du rang C6 Quan tirng ndi, twong lai muén dé Huyén Thiét doanh lai cho
Truong Canh, nhung dau sao d6 ciling chi la mot cau néi dua, ban than y
cling hiéu ro, viéc nay la khong thé. Hon nita, mudn xong pha ra thanh tyu
trong quan, phai chiu bao nhiéu gian khé C6 Quan khong thé rd hon, chi
can y con sé6ng mot ngay, con ganh dugc giang son Pai Luong, thi y khong
muon dé Truwong Canh trai qua nhitng kho cuc twong tu.

Song dong thdi, y cling hi vong tiéu hoang tt giao vao tay y c6 thé cé tién
do, chi it twong lai c6 nang lyc dé ty bao vé minh.
Nhv vdy, mot nguwdi phéi lam sao méi c6 thé vira khong chiu khé vira c6

tién do?

Tt xwa dén nay phu mau déu dau dau vi dap an cua cau héi nay, cang
khong can néi t6i loai nghia phu ga mo nhu y, thé la y danh phai mac ké
Trewong Canh ty do trwdng thanh.

Xa phu da mé cira, dot den, & bén canh chd C6 Quan ra 1énh.

Tham Dich néi v6i C6 Quan: “Trong cho ngwoi ti mi tirng li ting ti, do la
yéu cau qua cao, nhung y gap bién c6 16n, than nhan bén canh chi con lai
minh nguoi, ngwoi doi véi y chan that mot chit di, du khong biét nén lam
gl, thwong xuyén lugn qua tredc mat, viét vai mau chit cho y ciing t6t.”

C6 Quan lan nay chic da nghe lot, kién nhan dap: “U.”

Tham Dich thao mot con ngwa khoi xe, dat day cuong.

Y da 1én ngya muén di, di vai budc lai khong nhin duge quay dau lai nhai:
“Pai sodi, au ti* ngdc nghéch, ldao phu dau 6m lau ngay, déu la day nguwoi
thanh ngwoi, gap phai ngwoi nao, déu la van may.”
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Co6 Quan thong kho day tran: “Me oi, tén € nay lam mom qud, cau xin
nguoi, mau cut di!”

Tham Dich cuwdi mang mot tiéng, ro6i phéng ngwa di.

Chuong 19: An bi

Pa qua canh ba, C6 Quan mét ra roi, von dinh tré vé nghi ngoi, nhung rot
cudc bi nhitng 16i Tham Dich néi anh huwdng, bat tri bat giac chuyén huéng
vé hau vién.

Gio nay ca kinh thanh chang dwgc may ngon dén sang, Truwong Canh da
ngu ti 1au r6i, Co Quan khong danh thirc 1do boc & gian ngoai, rén rén vao
phong, nho tuyét quang ngoai ctra s6 dinh dwa tay kéo chan gitp Trudng
Canh, thi bong nhién phat hién dita tré ay ngu khong hé yén gidc, giong
nhu dang gap ac mong.

“O hau pha khéng quen sao?” C6 Quan nghi nhu vay, nhitng ngén tay lanh
ngat nam c6 tay Trwong Canh.

Truwong Canh giat minh, hit sau mot hoi bing tinh lai, vé lo s nghi hodc
trong mat chua tan di, ngo ngac nhin cham cham ngudi bén givong.

Co6 Quan lac nhe c¢6 tay y, diu giong héi: “Gap ac mong a? Mo thay cai gi
thé?”

Trwong Canh mdi dau khong 1én tiéng, mot lic 1au, anh mat roi rac mai
dan dan c6 tiéu cy, y dam dam nhin doi mat C6 Quan trong dém khuya nhw
chay hai ngon Itta, dot nhién 6m choang lay that lvng Co Quan.

Trén vai C6 Quan la giap huyén thiét, mang dén cam gidc mat lanh dau
dong, lanh thiét dan chat lén tran Trwong Canh, phang phat, Trudng Canh
nhw quay vé dém dai tuyét lanh bang thau xwong ¢ quan ngoai, y run 1én
mot cai, dén day mdi thoat khoi 4&c mong day dwa, nghi tham: “Ta con song
day.”
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Banh rang cua dong ho dé ban trong nha “cét két” quay, chau than da dot,
nhu mot cdi n6i to nam ngay gitta phong, khoi trang boc 1én, bi 6ng bé dac
ché cudn di, chi thong tha téa khéi néng, lam ca gian phong am ap dé chiu.

C0 Quan dot nhién bi y 6m 14y, thoat tién dan ra, réi trong long 1ap titc troi
1én cdm giac ky la, lan dau bi ai dé doc hét sitc dwa vao, co hoé c6 chit cam
giac nwong tia lan nhau.

Dang vé khinh cuéng “lao tr thién ha v6 dich” binh nhat duwong nhién la
lam bo thoi, y rat r6 minh duwgc may can, néu An Dinh hau that sy khong
biét lwgng sitc nhw vay, ra vao sa treong vai chuyén, cé trén mo y chac da
cao bang ngudi roi.

Nhwng khoanh khdc nay, trong long C6 Quan that sy troi didy do giac
“khong co gi la minh khong lam duvgc”.

Khung xwong cta Trieong Canh da cao l1én, nhung van gay go nhw mot diva
tré, duwa tay 6m, cé thé xuyén thiu qua 16p 4o 16t méng mo ho cham dén
Xuong suwon.

Than xwong va thit gay tong nay tuoi song ma nang né de lén ngudoi, Co
Quan nghi bung, y phai trong nom di¥a tré nay 16n 1én, nhw tién dé ky vong,
dé thang bé song trong yén binh dén tram tuoi.

Y chung quy c6 thé phan nao bu lai n6i bat lic ngoai tam tay vdi doi vai A
Yén.

Co Quan cdi thiét giap trén vai, treo bén canh, mac nguyén ao lén givong
Truwong Canh, hoi: “Nhé me a — y ta la di nguwoi.”

Truong Canh lac dau.

C6 Quan biét Treong Canh doi véi tién dé chang c6 tham tinh hau nghia gi,
chac la né mat minh méi goi mot tiéng phu hoang, lién héi: “Vay nguoi

nhd Tw huynh sao?”

Lan nay Treong Canh khong phu nhan.
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Tt bach hé la ngudi t6t dau tién ma nhiéu nam qua y ting gap, tuy rang
chang cé nang lvc gi, nhung rong lwgng on hoa, ké phu ldy minh lam
guwong, lan dau tién cho Truwong Canh biét mot nguwdi c6 thé binh tdm tinh
khi ma song nhu vay.

Chi 1a Tt bach hd quan vu ban rén, vang nha quanh nam, bay gio méi dé
C6 Quan nhan co hoi bo khuyét mat chit cho trong ay.

Thay d6i phuvong mdc nhan, C6 Quan dang ngtra dau nhin dinh man 16 mo
trong long dot nhién khong vui lam, budt miéng hoi: “Tw huynh doi véGi
nguoi tot hon ta?”
Truong Canh sitng sot nhin y, khong biét chuyén rd rang nhw vy ma sao y
hoi ra miéng dugc.
Lan nay, Co6 Quan nhw ky tich hiéu duwgc 4nh mat ay, titc khac cam thay

nguc bi mot con gié lanh cudn qua, kho khan néi: “Ciing chang c6 cach nao
khac, hoang ménh kho trai, ngwoi chi c6 thé co chiu thoi.”

Truwong Canh: “...”

C6 Quan bat cudi, Truong Canh cdm nhan dugc nguc y hoi rung, trong
long chgt sinh ra khac thwong, nita nguwdi bén trai cam thay khoang cach
than mat nhw vay c6 chit mat ty nhién, mudn tranh xa, nita nguwoi bén phai
lai han khong thé héa thanh to gidy dé dan sat rat vao.

Y nghi di hay & khong chic chin phang phat muén chia déi y.
Y dang dau tranh tam ly, thi can bénh ngita tay ctia C6 Quan da tai phat.

To6c Trewong Canh x0a ra sau lwng, bat hanh roi vao tay Cé Quan, Co6 Quan
lién bat dau v6 thitc man mé, khong manh tay, chi kéo nhe da dau.

Trwong Canh giat minh, n6i hét da ga, mau toan than tir chdam buwéc doi
thanh chay nhu dién, phang phat co6 thé nghe thdy tiéng soan soat khi chiing
lw6t qua mach mau, mot luéng hoi néng khong ro lai lich tan vao t& chi
bach hai, thiéu chit nita dét xuyén da y.
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Trwong Canh thinh linh 14t ngwoi, giat lai toc, theo ban nang vira xau ho
vira gian dit noi: “Dung nghich niva!”

C0 Quan lic nhé lam tai nhiéu bénh, voc dang phat trién cling cham, muoi
hai mudi ba tudi con la mét dia tré ranh, bdi vay ciing chang coi Trwong
Canh la nguoi 16n, khong mdy may nhan ra c6 gi khong o6n.

Y chang dé y ma thu méng vuét tac qudi lai, hai tay go6i sau dau, noi vai
Trwong Canh: “Ta khong thanh than, dwong nhién cling khong c6 con cai,
ngay ca huynh dé ty mudi ciing khong not, khoé tranh khoi cham séc thiéu
chu déo, rat nhiéu viéc néu nguwoi khong noi, ta cling chwa chac nghi tdi,
cho nén c6 gi tai than, dirng gidu trong long, dwgc khong?”

Giong y tram thap ém tai, dai khai la qua mét maéi roi, con c6 chit mo ho
khong dé phat hién, nhanh chéng dam thang vao tai Trudng Canh, khién
thiéu nién kia dyng thang téc gay, con toat mot tang mo hoi mong sau lung.

Treong Canh trong long vira cang thang vira buon bwe néi tham: “Thuan
miéng tan gau vai cau ma thoi, minh can chi phai nhw 1am dai dich thé?”

“Pién ha ngai ciing lwgng thi nhiéu hon,” C6 Quan cwdi ndi, vo vo bén
canh, “Nao, ndm ngay ngan, ndi ta nghe xem ban ndy mo thdy gi.”

Nhéc t6i gidc mo, da héa v6 danh trén nguwoi Truong Canh mdi binh yén
lai, y nhin cham cham C6 Quan mét lic, ép minh nén xudng y dinh noi
thing ra chuyén O nhi c6t, trwde tién thi: “Thap Luc, trén doi c6 loai doc
dwgc nao khién ngudi ta phat dién khéng?”

C0 Quan bat man nhwéng mi mat: “Thap Luc la cho goi ai d6?”

Ngoai miéng qud mdt cau, nhwng cling chang dé bung lam, C6 Quan dirng
mot chit, doan néi: “Nhat dinh c6, thé gidi rong 1én cai gi ma chang co,
dac biét la cac vung phién bang, moc rat nhiéu thao dwgc ma Trung Nguyén
khong c6, hon nita doi doi truyén lai rat nhiéu than no than kia, c6 rat nhiéu
tht doan quy bi ma ching ta khong hiéu.”

Long Truwong Canh chung xudng, y nam chdt phé dao deo trudc nguc.
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C0 Quan hoi 1ay 1am la héi ngwgc: “Sao lai néi dén viéc nay?”

Pau ngoén tay Trwong Canh lanh ngat, cudc dau tranh tam ly chép mat da
két thic, y buon ba néi: “Khong cé gi, mo thay mot ngay kia ta bién thanh
ké dién, giét rat nhiéu nguwoi.”

Dt 10, khong doi C6 Quan danh gia, Truong Canh lai tranh néi trudc:
“Mo déu la nguac, ta biét.”

Y cudi cling ha quyét dinh, phai gidu kin chuyén O nhi c6t, v&i mot bau khi
phéach thiéu nién, Truong Canh khong chiu thira nhan minh c6 thé thua, y
phai doi khang dén cung, tinh tdo dén chét.

Song cho du trong 16ng nguwc cé diing khi 16n nhw vay, y van khong dam
tham do C6 Quan sé nghi gi néu biét viéc nay.

Truong Canh nghi, dau dau minh bi ghé, chan minh bi 16 loét, tiéu nghia
phu chua chac sé ghét bd, nhung néu biét minh cudi cung sé bién thanh mot
ké dien khung thi sao?

Y tron tranh theo ban nang, khéng muén nghi sau, chi héi: “Nguoi ciing
ting gap ac mong chir?”

C0 Quan budt miéng néi khoac: “Lam sao c6 thé?”

Nhung vira néi xong, C6 Quan lién nhé Tham Dich bao minh “that long
v6i Treong Canh mot chut” , lai cdm thdy minh khoac lac qua tron, voi ho
mot tiéng, chita lai: “Ciing khong... A thi, c6 dbi khi tw thé ngt khong
ding, cling s€ mo mong v van.”

Trwong Canh: “Thé mo thay nhitng gi?”

C0 Quan khong thich ban chuyén cdm thu ctia minh, b&i vi cam thay néi ra
qua xau ho, giong nhw cdi hét quan 4o chay khap duwong cho ngudi ta nhin
vay, lién dap lay 1é: “Linh tinh th6i, m& mat la quén ludn — ngwoi mau ngu
di, troi sap sang roi day.”

Truwong Canh khong noi gi niva.
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Nhung mét 1at sau, Co6 Quan nghiéng dau nhin y, lai thdy Trweong Canh ma
to doi mat, lién tuc nhin cham cham minh, rét cudc khong nhin dugce dau
dau.

“Puoc roi,” Co Quan thg dai, vat hét 6c hoi twdng mot chit, ndi bang giong
diéu do tré nga, “Ho6i nhd, c6 mot lan ta mo thay minh bi nhét @ mot noi
gio tay khong thay nam ngoén, chung quanh khéng cé lay mét chit dong
tinh, nhung ta biét noi d6 c6 rat nhiéu da thu an thit ngudi, vi thé ci chay
mai — ngay d6 chac la chan khong dudi ra, van néi nguwdi khong duoi chan
trong mo chay khong nhanh, ta chay dén cu6i cung, cé6 cdm gidc chan cang
nhw lam tr bong, cang gap cang chay khéng noi.”

Trwong Canh truy hoi: “Sau do thi sao?”
Sau dé duong nhién la sg qua tinh day thoi, con c6 thé thé nao nira?

Nhung C6 Quan ngoai miéng tuyét doi khong chiu thita nhan minh tirng sg
qua tinh day, lién bia dat sinh dong nhw that: “Sau d6 ta chay dén phat buc,
khong biét rut tir dau ra mot thanh dai kham dao dinh to vang, mot dao dam
chét da thu truy dudi, réi thoa man tinh day.”

Truwong Canh: “...”

Y vay ma that sy mudn nghe vai cau ditng dan t* miéng ho Co, dung la
nghi qua nhiéu roi.

Ai ngd Co6 Quan lai nghiém trang héi: “Nguwoi cé biét lic gap &c mong nén
lam thé nao khong?”

Treong Canh hoi chan chir, mot 1an nita dé dang tin y, nghiém tdc lac dau,
cho nghe cao luan.

CoO Quan noi nhuv that: “Nguwoi s¢ di gap ac mong, la vi trong nha cé tiéu
quy da du tréu gheo, tiéu quy déu s¢ ué vat, vé sau nguoi nhé bo cai bo

ngay clfa, nhat dinh cé thé dudi ching chay hét.”

Trewong Canh: “...”7
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Treong Canh dic biét dé coi 10i néi bay ctia nguwdi khac la that, C6 Quan
nhanh chéng phat hién lac thu tréu gheo y, nita dém cwdi dén co6 tinh than.

Trewong Canh tirng ngdy tho cho rang tiéu nghia phu la téi tham y, bay gio
mdi biét, thi ra tén nay chi muon ldy y ra tiéu khién théi!

Y phan nd tré minh, dwa lwng lai C6 Quan, trong béng lung viét hai chir
“cit mau” rat to.

C0O Quan khong cut, trong mai dén khi nhip thé cta Trwong Canh dan 6n
dinh, mai nhe nhang kéo chan giup, doan ding day roi di.

Trudce khi di, C6 Quan von dinh thuan tay xach theo kién giap ban nay thao
xuong, vira tho tay lai nhé hinh nhw trueéce kia tirng nghe ai do6 néi, tré nho
nita dém dé giat minh tinh gidc la do dwong khi qué yéu, rudce tring thi
khong sach sé, dung do bang sat dat & dau giwong sé dd hon.

Nhitng 16i n6i vo can ct trong dan gian nay, tredc kia C6 Quan khong tin,
lic nay y dot nhién cdm thay cé 1é ching ciing c6 chit dao ly, bang khong
sao co thé truyén lwu bao nhiéu nam?

Thé la y dé thiét kién giap lai, mac 4o don roi khoi phong ngt cta Truong
Canh.

C6 kha nang Co6 dai soadi qua that 1a mot ké quy kién sau trir ta, Truong
Canh tir giac ngu thi hai thie sy khong con bi 1ii yéu ma quy quai kia quay
ray nita, ngi mét giac dén to mo sang.

Pang tiéc, sau khi tinh day, sac mat Truong Canh con khé coi hon mot dém
khong ngu.

Y sac mdt xanh mét ngoi trén giwong mot lat, vén chan gadm lén nhin
thoang qua, lién khéng nhin dugc thd dai ndo né mot tiéng, cudn tron minh

lai, hai tay 6m dau.

L.an thi hai roi.
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Truwong Canh rot cudc khong cach nao ti€p tuc lira minh doi ngudi, béi vi
lan nay gidc mo chan that va trang trgn... Y chan that va trang tron khinh
nhon tiéu nghia phu trong mo.

Y vui madt vao chdan ma hét to mot tiéng, ghé tdm minh dén khong cho dung
than, han khong thé dap dau chét luon ¢ dau givong.

Lan nay, dén ca ludi dao hinh may lanh cling chang thé gitip y binh tinh lai.
Ngay khi thiéu nién nay tam tw r6i boi, dot nhién cé tiéng go civa.
Ba hon thong kho ma 4 dot ctia Trwong Canh bi doa bay hét by phach,

phén ng dau tién la hodng loan cudn khan trai giwong lai trwdc, can rang
that manh, ép minh 6n dinh tdm than, dé dat ra mé ctra.

Khoéng ngd vira m@ ctra, y lai bi doa lan thit hai.

Chuong 20: Truyéen nghe

Chi thdy mdt thit bang sat cao hon mot nguwoi dirng ngay ctta, dwdi mi giap
huyén thiét 16 ra hai con mat tron xoe bang hat dau, trong mat 16e mau tim
bam riéng biét khi t&r lwu kim chdy, cé vé dac biét dang sg, da dé dam nhan
nhan vat chinh trong truyén ma dem khuya.

DPo6i mat con bang sat ay nhin thang phia triedc, dai ra ma lwét qua dinh dau
Truwong Canh, dom lom lom phia sau y, n6 gio ban tay to nhu cai bat, go
ctra phong y hét nhu chim go kién, can ban dirng khéng duoc.

Ba hon bay via Trwong Canh con & gitta khong trung biéu dién than hon
dién dao la gi, chwa kip tinh tdo lai, vira thdy tinh canh nay thi téc gay ca
dém chua thé ndam xudng lai 1an nita dwng nguwgc 1én.

Y giat minh hit sdu mét hoi, nhanh chéng lui vé sau mot buwdc, 16i boi kiém
trén ctra xuong.

Pung lic nay, Cé Quan twr phia sau n6 16 dau ra, hung tri bitng birng: “Thu

vi khéng?”

Truwong Canh: “...”
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Thu vi cai ram!

“Bon gia twdng va thi vé khong dam tuy y dong binh khi véi nguoi, ta nghe
Vuong thic néi hang ngay nguwoi mot minh luyén kiém trong vién, khong
c6 ai tiép chiéu, rat 1a buon té,” C6 Quan vira néi vira tiy y khéu gay con
kia, quai vat sat dang so ngoan ngoan im lang, ding ngay ra tai cho, Co
Quan sO cai dau sat to dung, cwdi néi véi Trwong Canh, “Dem mot ‘khoi
16i hau kiém’ t&i cho ngwoi choi, duwge khong?”

Truwong Canh khong dam dirng 4nh mat ¢ C6 Quan lau lam, danh phai ngtra
dau ng6 quai vat sat bat dong nhw ndi kia.

Giay lat sau, y di'ng dung chi ngwe minh: “Ta, choi no?”
That sy khong phai bi n6 choi chi?

C0 Quan day khoi 16i sat vao tiéu vién Trueong Canh &, Trieong Canh ué oai
theo sau.

Nguoi thiéu nién cé tat giat minh, mdc du gitt vitng su binh tinh trén mat
mot cach khé khan, y lai van chi dam liéc trom vao lic C6 Quan quay
nguoi di, nhin vai 1an lién phat hién C6 Quan mac dac biét mat mé.

Sang s6m dau dong ha hoi thanh swong, vay ma C6 Quan chi mac mot kién
giap bao khong cii khong mdi, lic loay hoay khai 16i hoi khom lwng, eo tira
h6 con nho hon Trudng Canh twéng twgng mot chit.

Rat nhanh, Truong Canh lién y thitc duwge minh dang nhin ché khong nén
nhin, lién hét hai quay dau di, héi: “Hom nay khong ra ngoai a?”

C6 Quan: “U, dwoc nghi.”

Treong Canh im lang mot lic, van khong nhin dwgc noéi: “Sao nguwoi mac
nhw thé, khong lanh a?”

“Dai dong, dirng hoc Tham Dich, mau t&i day.” C6 Quan vay tay goi y, van
quai vat sat ngay lai, vo ba vai citng ngac ctia né ma néi, “Day la mot bién
chiing cua thiét khoi 16i, khac véi loai giit nha canh gac binh thudng, né
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con goi la khoi 16i hau kiém, rat nhiéu con chau thé gia kinh thanh khi tap
vO luyén kiém dao su dau tién déu la no, hoi nhé ta cling titng dung — né
biét may bo kiém thuat v& long c6 dinh, trén nguwdi c6 bay huyét la dau, co,
nguc, bung, vai, tay, chan. Néu nguoi c6 thé dam tring bat cit mot diém
nao trong bon diém dau, né sé 1ap tic dirng lai, nhuwng néu nhw dung vao
bon diém sau, thi phdi can than, cho du danh téi huyét vai tay, n6 con chan
ct dong duwgc, c6 thé da nguoi bat ¢ lic nao. Néu mudn khéa no, bat c
mot huyét nao trong vai tay va huyét chan trung kiém hét mdi duoc, thé
nao, th xem?”

C0 Quan giang giai con chwa dai bang mot phat ram, dam ba cau da xong,
1ap tic tién vao giai doan thuye tién don gian 16 mang: “Cam kiém cho chac

»

vao.
Chwa dit 1oi thi thiét khéi 16i da hanh dong, 4nh sang tim & hai mat né
birng 1én, chot tién 1én mot buéc, gio ki€m chém xudng.

Truwong Canh dang khong tap trung, kiém cling chwa rut ra, voi va luéng
cu6ng nhay lui vai budc.

Nhung khoi 16i khong cho y nghi ngoi, mot khi bat dau thi 1ap tic dudi
danh khéng tha, chép mat da ép y dén gbc tuwong.

Trewong Canh khong biét tranh dau, danh phai can rang mot cai, hai tay cam
kiém, vung tr dwdi 1én. Hai thanh thiét kiém danh vao nhau, c6 tay Truong
Canh bi chdan manh, trong kiém truc ti€p tudt tay roi xuong dat, mé hoi
néng vira di thi mo héi lanh lai téi, y ngtta ra sau theo ban nang — kiém cua
khoi 16i dirng & cho trén tran y mot nam tay.

Trén mii kiém ngung tu mot dwong anh sang lanh.

Tiéu vién lang ngat nhu to, chi c6 tiéng Trwong Canh thd hong hdc va tiéng
dong luc “u u” trong co thé thiét khoi 10i.

C6 Quan khong ndi tiéng nao, ciing khong tién 1én hwéng dan, ngéi vao ban
da trong vién, l1ay tr trong long ra mot chén rwgu nho, thado bau rugu bén
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hong, 1ay Trwong Canh bi khoi 16i dudi chay khap noi lam thitc nham.
Trwong Canh liéc thay vi dai gia ay thi nguwoi cang khoé chiu hon.

Mot mdt, y giong mdt con khong twdc nhé méi tredng thanh, 16ng con chwa
moc da, da c6 mot bau tam tw xoe dudi “cho tén kia biét mat” , mat khac,
trong long y day tich ty, vira nhin thay C6 Quan lién hoi xay xam.

Chién y trong 16ng nguc thiéu nién lac Iw qua lai gitta dot bung va tat Itra,
nhung thiét khoi 16i khong hiéu phong tinh, dwdi chan phun ra hoi nuwdc
mau trang, vo bi vo hi trugt di vai thwdc, nghiéng ngwdi bay ra thitc mé
dau, lai 1an nita chi kiém téi Treong Canh.

Trwong Canh gac trong kiém trén vai, chi dong tién 1én, vat 6c nhd lai
chiéu dung chuy tha danh bay kiém cta y khi & pht Thai thi Nhan Hoi caa
C0O Quan.

C6 Quan ngam nghia chén rwvgu nho nho trong tay, “Chac” mot tiéng, nhin
ma lac dau.

Chi thdy ria hai thanh thiét kiém kia ma sat manh, tia Itra tée lén, trén chuoi
kiém mot lan nita truyén dén lyc 4p bach khé long chiu noi, kiém chwa dén
ding cho thi nguoi da kiét sitc, trong kiém lai tudt tay Truwong Canh vang di
ba thudc.

Khoi 16i hau kiém dung dé luyén tap, sé khong da thuwong nguwdi, ti quang
trong mat chép tat vai cai, né nhac thanh kiém trén dau Truong Canh, lai
lan nita truwgt ra, thay doi tu thé.

Trwong Canh thai dwong rin mo hoi, lai khong nhin dwge mot 1an nita phan
tam nhin 1én C6 Quan, do ndo nghi bung: “Hom nay y khong dinh di a? C6
gl dang xem dau!”

C6 Quan nhin kiém cta Trueong Canh bi danh bay hét Ian nay tdi lan khac,
udng xong mot bau rwgu lanh, déi chan dai do6i trén dwdi ba lwot, cuc ky
kién nhan, cho dén khi khoi 16i ra mot don nghiém trong, ca ngudi Truong
Canh bay di, y r6t cudc méi ding dinh ditng day.
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Truwong Canh ngd xudng dat tray da dau rat, dua tay so con thay cé it mau,
nhung y khong mang lau di, bdi vi Co Quan di dén bén canh y, khoanh tay
triréc ngue, nhin thiét khoi 16i cao 16n triedc mat.

Truwong Canh vo thitc cii gam dau, that bai tham hai dén khong dam nhin
nguoi kia.

“Trong long nguwoi hoang, chan lién khong vitng,” C6 Quan noi, “Néu chan
ding khong virng, kiém phap lgi hai hon cling la nwéc khong ngudn, cay
khong re.”

Treong Canh giat minh, cyc nghiém tic ngang dau lén.

C0 Quan hiém khi nghiém trang, nhan nhat néi: “Ping 1én, ta day nguoi.”
Truong Canh thoat tién sttng s6t, lap ti'c m@ to hai mat, khong dgi y phan
tng, C6 Quan da chang thém phan bua xach y 1én, tir sau lwvng nam tay cam
kiém, 6m ldy y.

Trewong Canh kho khan nuét mot ngum nuwéc bot, lwng cang cing.

Co Quan thap giong ndi: “Hay tha 1éng, dirng nhin ta, nhin kiém cta nguoi
di.”

Y con chwa ditt 10, tit quang trong mat thiét khoi 16i doi dién da ruce 1én, nod
lai lan nita gao thét lao dén, trong bung rung u U, nhw tréng tran bay tdéi,
van la mot kiém danh thang xuong dau.

Dau trong huyét mach Truong Canh that sy an sau da tinh nao dé, cling chi
khi sinh t& trvdc mat long day kich phan méi bi kich phat ra. Ma day du
sao chi la luyén kiém.

Nhét thoi, y chang dé y n6i mot chit than mat khién y mat ty nhién kia,
phan ng dau tién van la lui lai, bat c ai phai nhan ap lyc bitc ngudi tride
mat quai vat khong 16 dén thé déu sé c6 phan tng nhu vay.

Nhung C6 Quan khong cho phép y lui buwde, Trwong Canh cdm thay ca
ngwoi minh bi C6 Quan day bay 1én, nhw r6i go giat day khong e so gi ma
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lao t6i thiét khoi 16i kia. Co tay y nam trong ban tay nhw lam bang sat cia
Co Quan, khong ty cha duge dam trong kiém ra, chdp mat danh giap 14 ca,
Truwong Canh cam thdy tay cam kiém bi C6 Quan nghiéng mot géc do cuc
vi diéu, kiém ma thiét khoi 16i chém xuong lai bi “bay” 1én.

Han thiét swgt qua nguwdi, co hoé cita qua thai dwong y, Truong Canh theo
ban nang nham mat, con cho la minh sé tryc ti€p dung tring.

C0 Quan tham thd dai, nghi bung: “Pita tré nay thiéu chit huyét khi, chi s¢
khong phai ngudi cam kiém.”

Mui han thiét thodng qua mii Trwong Canh, khuyu tay thiét khoi 16i hoi
ket. C6 Quan nhdc chan da hom dau gbi Trwong Canh, quat: “Md& mat, canh

"’

tay

Pau go6i Trwong Canh mém nhiin, chan bi ngoai lyc ban ra, miii chan choc
thang vao huyét canh tay cta khoi 16i.

Trén may moc “Cup” mot tiéng, canh tay bi khéa, Trieong Canh méi thé ra
mot nita, ngay sau dé da bi Co6 Quan de cong lung.

Gi6 rit qua tai “Vu” mot tiéng — chan khoi 16i quét ngang tdi.
Co Quan: “Xem cho ky.”

Y nam chat tay Trieong Canh, kéo thiéu nién ay trugt nira vong tron sac bén
trén mat dat, mdi kiém suwgt thang qua mat ca chan thiét khoi 16i.

Lai la mat tiéng “Cup” , khoi 16i triét dé bi dong dinh.
N6 gilt nguyén dong tac Kim ké doc lap ding im tai chd, t& quang loe 16e
trong mat, dan dan ngirng tan cong, toi di.

Ban tay Trwong Canh toan la mo6 héi, nguc thi phdp phong manh, ngay ca
C6 Quan buodng ra khi nao y cting khong nhan thay.

Trong chép mat nay, y cdm nhan dwoc chénh 1éch trgi vure gitta minh va
tiéu nghia phu.
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Co6 Quan van thong dong phdi bui dat trén nguwoi y: “Lui budce 1a nhan chi
thwong tinh, néu la doéi vdi con nguoi, tién tién thodi thoai trai lai cling
khong sao, nhuing hay nhd, néu déi dau thiét khoi 16i hodc trong giap khi
chwa mac giap tru, tuyét déi khéng thé lui. Bgi vi may thit bang sat nay dot
te Iwu kim trén chan, ngwoi vira lui sé bi chiing dudi theo, khi do6 tam tri va
than thé nguwoi déu hudng vé phia sau, rat kho ngung tu lwc phéan kich trong
thoi gian ngan, ngwoc lai sé ludng cudng tay chan roi vao tay déi phuwong.”

Trwong Canh trAm ngam rat 1au, dot nhién héi: “Y nghia phu 13, néu gip ké
dich manh hon minh nhiéu, xong 1én sé cé phan thang cao hon tranh lui
sao?”

CO Quan nhuwdng may, hoi lay lam la néi: “Hé? Sao hom nay lai ‘nghia
phu’ r6i?”

Truong Canh cai gi cling tot, c6 moi diém ngoai miéng luén khong biét 16n
nho la rat dang ghét, m& miéng ngdm miéng chuyén goi y la “Thap Luc”.

CO Quan dé vao ngay muwoi sau thang Giéng, nhii danh Thap Luc nay con
la do cong chada dat, trir cong chua va tién dé ra, ngay ca lao Hau gia cling
khong goi y nhw vay. Tuy y khong so do lam, nhuwng ti* sang dén tdi bi mot
dita nh6c mé mom ra la “Thap Luc trweong Thap Luc doan” , cling rat kho
chiu.

Dva theo kinh nghiém, C6 Quan cam thay hinh nhw chi c6 hai loai tinh
hu6ng 1a minh c6 thé kiém mot tiéng “nghia phu” tir tiéu ti nay, mot loai la
méo mu v6 chudt chét, y vo tinh lam tén nhai nay cao hitng, mot loai la
meo mu giam duoi choé, y vo tinh khién tén nhai nay xu long.

Trwong Canh thdm sau nhin y mot lic, than sac ty dung phic tap, noi:
“Trudc kia la con khéng hiéu chuyén, vé sau sé khong thé nita.”

Y r6t cudc y thitc dwge cho dang ghét dang khinh, vo ditc cling vo nang cta
minh, lam sao con dam tiép tuc tuy hitng niva?
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DPoi khi, gitta chang thiéu nién “tw cho la da thanh ngudi 16n” dén that sy
thanh nguoi 16n, dai khai chi cach c6 mot dem.

Cau tha nhue C6 Quan, ciing dét nhién mo h6é cdm nhan dwgc hinh nhw
Trrong Canh c6 cho nao khang khac.

Chuong 21: Tru tich

An Dinh hau khéng thé sudt ngay & nha nghi ngoi duwgc. Mot ngay bon ba
lao lyc cda van vo ba quan Pai Lwong thong thuwong bat dau tir diém danh
bubi sang, s6 it nhan vién chitc vu nhan ha, gid Than c6 thé vé nha tim me,
nhung C6 Quan hién nhién khong lam chitc quan nhan ha.

Cho du ha triéu, binh thuwong khong phdi Hoang thwgng tim thi la dong liéu
kiém, vat va lam mdi c6 mot ngay khong cong viéc khong chén tac chén
thl, y con phéi dén Bac dai doanh di mot vong, rat it dwgce hoi phu trudc
khi mat troi lan.

Tém lai, y song cudc song thua ca ga cho.

Bdi vay, mudn duwgce Co dai sodi dich than chi day, phai nhan thdi gian sang
sém y hoat dong gan cot tride khi vao triéu.

Treong Canh tir d6 bat dau day canh nam vé mira dém, moi ngay ga con
ngu, y da dan khoi 16i hau kiém dén cho trong vién ctia C6 Quan.

Thiéu nién phat trién nhanh vira cao vira gay xach kiém di dang trudc, khoi
16i hau kiém ram ram theo sau, do6i tay sat dudi vé phia triedc, tay trai treo
den mang-song, tay phai treo cap long, hét nhw da du than dwa com vay.
Pén cho Co dai sodi, 1do boc ddy s6m nhan cap 1ong, dung Itta nhé ham &
bén canh, C6 Quan bat dau budi hoc sang cho dira con nuéi.

Thé 1a da du than dwa com thanh da du than bi danh, lam trau lam ngwa, bi
tham vo cung.

Giang xong mot bai chéng vanh nhw ngwa than lwét gid, diém tam cling
ham xong, hai ngwdi tw an phan minh, sau dé nén lam gi thi lam — C6 Quéan
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phai ra ngoai, Trwong Canh thi quay vé chd tién sinh dén day hoc, qua gio
Ngo, con phai tap vo vGi gia twdng hau phu.

Co Quan thuce sy khong phadi la lao s tot, giong véi Tham Dich, y cling c6
tat xau nhé gi noéi ndy, thwong xuyén vira danh xong thiét khoi 16i thi miéng
da giang dén cach trong gidp bai binh b6 tran, ti 16 phan phdi trong giap
khinh gidp nhu thé nao tiét kiém t& lwu kim nhat, tham chi ngwa Tay Vuc
v6i ngwa Trung Nguyén co gi khac nhau, cao lwong & dau do doi nhat van
van...

Cho deé tai trén troi dwdi dat nay di hét mot vong quanh Pai Lwong, Co
Quan dai khai m@i hoi phuc tinh than lai, héi Treong Canh: “Ta lai lac dé
a? Ban dau ta dinh n6i gi nhi?”

Truwong Canh: “...”

Hai nguwoi ciling chi danh ngoi trén chan thiét khoi 10i, giita tiéng banh rang
trong co thé quai vat sat kia cot két quay, cung nhau vat 6c nhé lai xem cha
de lac xa van dam la gi.

Méi dau, nghe néi Co dai sodi dich than truyén nghé, Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao
Nwong T déu kich dong khong thoi, cling viegt qua muodn van kho khan,
ngap ngan ngap dai chay t6i nghe ké vai lan, nao ngo tir dau dén cudi chi
nghe ra mot diéu tam dac — cai quai gi day!

Cat Ban Tiéu lén binh luan: “Ta cam thay con khong bang nghe Tham tién
sinh doc kinh.”

“La Tham twdng quan, sao mai khong nhé vay?” Tao Nuwong T khong vui
stta lai, ti van lwong tam minh, gitta my nam t¥ va lwong tam vay ma lai
chon lwong tam, bo sung: “Ta cling cam thdy thé.”

Chi c6 Treong Canh khong hé y kién y co, moi ngay c6 thé ¢ bén Co Quan
mot lic, bado y canh trwdc cira thau dém suot sang cling dwoc, du sao giac
ngu cling la &c mong 1ap lai, khong cé gi dang lvu luyén ca.
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Duwong nhv y tin rdng minh nhdt dinh c6 thé tran duge O nhi c6t, tin rdng
minh c6 thé tr@ thanh mét 1wdi dao sac, moi ngay mai di mot chit du thira
khong t6t, bao gom y nghi ky la véi tiéu nghia phu.

Hudng chi, C6 Quan chi 1a khong theo thit ty théi, néu that sy nghe vao tai,
diéu y giang it nhat déu la chan that dang tin.

C0 Quan ttr lic con rat nho da bi cha me khong biét nang nhe dan 1én chién
truong, khong song may nam thodi mai cdm y ngoc thyc trong cung, muoi
lam tu6i lai bat dau theo mot vi ldo twéng quan da mat Nam ha tiéu phi, vé
sau ct lién tuc lan 16n quan ngd.

Bdy dai quan ching, tri thiét giao di dudi nuwdc, y con chwa quen thudc
lam, con lai toan bo da giao tha, tirng danh thang tran, cling tirng bi bat 1gi
rat nhiéu, b&i vay cac wu diém liét thé déu thudc nhw 1ong ban tay.

Truwong Canh nghe nhw déi nhw khat, véi y ma néi thi Cé6 Quan tya nhw
mot ngon nui cao, moi ngay ngang dau nhin mot cai, chinh la tim mot
phuwong huwéng dé cii dau tién buwdc cho ca ngay, lai moi budc mot dau
chan ma de nén suy nghi khong thich hop trong long minh.

Nhwng ban than C6 Quan lai khéng cho rang day la day do.

Y chuyén m6n mai tién sinh va sw phu vo nghé day bon Truwong Canh, moi
sang sdm vo ludn la chi day Truong Canh so chiéu véi thiét khoi 16i, hay
troi nam bién bac noi vé nhitng hiéu biét cia y, Co6 Quan thay ky thyc déu
chi 1a y bét chat thoi gian dén choi v6i Treong Canh thoi.

Sau thoi gian dai quan sat, C6 Quan khong hé cho rang Trwong Canh thich
hgp di con duwdng cii cua y, bdi vi Trweong Canh & trdc mat y vinh vién la
dang vé on hoa khac ché, c6 vai phan c6 chap, nhung tong thé ma ndi la rat
biét li 1€.

C0O Quan cam thay, sau nay 1én l1én Treong Canh nén la mot phién phién

quan tit, ma khong phadi sat twéng dén than quy ciing lui tranh.

Chdép mat mot cai ma da dén cudi nam.
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Tan hoang nam thit nhat dang co té thién, doi nién hiéu thanh Long An,
ngay ngay hom ay tuyén bd dai x4 thién ha.

Pa 1a thién ha, dwong nhién cling bao gom Gia Lai Huynh Hodc thé tit man
toc bi cam tu & dé do.

Hoang thwong kiém ché hon hai thang, dung cach vong veo nay dé bay to
quan diém cia minh — diéu kién thém mot phan cong pham cta lao Lang
Vuwong qua hap dan, han lai khong muon lam mat thé dién C6 Quan, vi thé
viéc nay thwong nghi mot 1an ép xuéng mot lan, tau ctia H6 bo va An Dinh
hau tat cad déu ém lai, 1an lita mai t&i khi thién ti t€ thién, cudi cung da thay
két qua.

Hai hang Ngu lam quan tach ra hai bén, Tham Dich phéng ngwa chay thang
dén bén canh C6 Quan van khinh ctru giap méi “Ho” mot tiéng dirng lai.

CO6 Quan nhin y mot cai, cham rdi quay dau ngua di vé, Tham Dich voi
vang dudi theo, thap giong noéi: “Pai sodi, ta thdy Hoang thwgng lan nay
quyét tam phai tha ho veé rirng réi, lam sao day?”

“Thién ti té thién la miéng vang 10i ngoc, phat chi nguyén to 16n véi ong
troi, nwdc do khé hét, ta c6 bién phap gi?” C6 Quan mat khong cam xtc
noéi, “Dé tran an ta, y m& miéng hita cho Huyén Thiét doanh ba mwoi chién
xa va bon tram cwong giap, y chi da ha dén Linh Xu vién, y tan tinh tan
nghia dén mitc nay, ta con khong biét xau ho vi chit viéc nho nhat ma mai
khong thoi sao?”

Tan hoang vira qua tudi nhi lap, so véi tién dé gan dat xa troi thi cang cirng
ran hon.

C0 Quéan khong mudn 1ong quyén, Hoang dé citng ran hay khéng y khong
hé dé y, nhung van dé 1a, chinh sach cia Hoang thugng doi vdi bién canh
lai con thién can hon tién deé.

Hai ngudi séng vai tram ngam choc lat, C6 Quan mé& miéng: “Nhung ma
quoc kho rong tuéch ciing la sy that, Hoang thwgng mdi ké vi, it nhiéu hoi
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vO0i va — nguoi khong biét dau, hom qua bon Tay Duwong ‘mii cao’ phai mot
st gia xau xi tdi, xi xa xi x6 cd mot bubi trwa, dén bay gio tai ta con ong
ong day.”

“...” Tham Dich sttng so6t mot chit mdi kip phan ng, “Nguwoi néi Gido
hoang Tay Duong?”

Trong long dai da s6 ngwoi dan Pai Lwong, bon Tay Duwong déu khong ra
thé thong gi, “Gido hoang” kia khong chiu ngoan ngoan & trong miéu thap
huwong, ca ngay doi cai mii cao xuat dau 16 dién khap noi, chuyén gi ciing
nhing miii vao, Hoang dé noi chuyén nguoc lai chang cé tac dung — khong
phai mudn tao phan sao?

Co Quan gat dau: “Néi 1a mudn thong thwong, hom qua ta cing nghe mot
lic, ho mudén mé rong con dwong to lua doc canh noi Tay Vuc thanh mot
dai thuong 10, do song phuwong phai binh tran thu, bao dam thong thuwong
qua lai, chi gioi ba hoa chich choe, ngay ca ban do6 va dé vat twéng tugng
cling vé ra, tinh mot khoan trén may cho Hoang thugng.”

Tham Dich cuwdi noi: “Thong thwong la chuyén t6t, ngwoi ndéi gi thé?”

“Khong ndi c6 gi khong ding — chi la viéc bu6én ban ta khong hiéu lam,”
C0 Quan ndi, “Nhwng ta van cam thay, néu ngudi Tay Duong thong thirong
v0i ta, ho chwa chac da duwoc 1gi.”

Pay la 101 néi that.

Hang héa Tay Dwong ti thoi Vii Hoang dé da bat dau chdy vao Pai Luong.
Nhitng mén do6 choi nhw dén Iwu ly, kinh chiéu dnh méi mé dwgc vai nam,
dang tiéc déu khong lau dai, bdi vi d6 Tay Dwong Iwu nhap tinh xdo thi tinh
x40, nhwng rat nhiéu thit déu phai dung tr Iwu kim, vira vao Trung Nguyén
da gian ti€p ham néng chg den ti lwu kim.

Nam do6 Vi Hoang dé cam thdy ci theo da nay thi quéc chang thanh qudc,
dé khong ché dan gian dung lau t lvu kim, 6ng chuan bi hai thu doan citng
va mém, trong vong mot ngay ha bon phap lénh, cac noi nghiém tra viéc

https://thuviensach.vn



dung lau ti Ivu kim, bat dugc la giét, toan bo luan x theo t6i muwu phan,
khong hé nhan nhwong, truede tién dung tha doan doc doan thit lai ménh
mach qudc gia nay.

Sau d6 1énh cho Linh Xu vién dan dau, tu tap hang loat Truwong Ty su dan
gian, nhanh chéng tang ca m6 phéng ra mot dong hang gia Tay cong nang
twong tw, nhung 1ay than da day cot lam dong luec.

Pao citng kep chét dwong ra cua tr lwvu kim, dao mém tryre tiép chat diet thi
trrong hang Tay Dwong — cho du kiém dwgc tir Ivu kim, ai ma khong muon
dot nhién liéu ré hon? Lai thém hinh Tay Duong loe loet, trong mat nguoi
Trung Nguyén it nhiéu khong wa noi.

Hang Tay Dwong chan chinh nhanh chéng bi hang nhai thay thé, d6 cua
thuvong nhan Tay @ Trung Nguyéen ban khong dugc gia.

Ngugc lai 1a cac vat tinh xdo nhw to lua, nghe néi & cho nguwoi Tay rat dugc
wa chuong.

Co Quan noi: “Pa khong c6 1gi, thi chwa chac cé hdo tam.”
Tham Dich im lang choc lat: “Hoang thuwong nghi thé nao?”

C06 Quan nhéch moi, 16 ra nu cudi khong ro 1a chua hay cay, néi: “Hoang
thwong khong sg hai gi, y cdm thay c6 Huyén Thiét doanh ta tran tha Tay
Béac, thi Pai Luong c6 thé dao thwong bat nhap. DBén chinh ta con khong
biét minh c6 ban linh 16n nhwong vay, ngwoi ndi ta cé dau dau khong?”

Tham Dich suy tinh mét chit, hoi: “Hoang thwgng néi thé ngay tredc mat
nguoi?”

C0 Quan cuoi kho: “Khong chi néi tredc mat ta, con ban cho ta mot tam ho

Y

cuu.”

Tat xau mot nam bon mua chi madc do don cta Co dai sodi ca triéu van vo
déeu biét, chi c6 thoi diéfm & quan ngoai gap bao tuyét 1a y chiu mac thém it
quan do, Hoang thugng ban cho y quan 4o mua dong la cé y gi, rat khé dé
nguoi ta khong da tam.
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Tham Dich im ldng.

Co Quan: “Sau Tét ta cling nén quay vé Tay Bac ro6i, Huyén Thiét doanh c
nan lai trong Bac dai doanh mai, Hoang thugng nga khong ngon lam dau.”

Ngan dam giang son, son ha cam tu, trong mot cau cda tan hoang, ngwng tu
thanh mot duwong, deé trén vai An Dinh hau.

Ho cdm thdy y nam git* Huyén Thiét tam dai doanh, bach chién bach thang,
khong gi khong lam duwoc.

Vwra dua vao y, vira s hai y.

C6 Quan noi dua: “Nguoi néi néu mot ngay kia ta di doi nha ma thi phai
lam thé nao?”

Tham Dich bién sac: “N6i bay ba gi thé, nhé ngay!”

C6 Quan khong dé y lam: “Viéc nay thi c6 gi ma kiéng ki, sinh t&* c6 ménh,
phti quy do troi. Co gia ta khong ai truong ménh, chang nhitng ménh khong
trrong, ngay ca van con cai ciing la chon dé chuot, doi sau khong bang doi
trwde, 1do Hau gia khi d6 moi ngay nhin thay ta la thé ngan than dai, dén
doi ta thi cang la... khong ngudi noi nghiép.”

Tham Dich: “Khong phai con tit dién ha sao?”

CO Quan lac dau: “Ptta tré d6 khong phai ménh an cat — chac, dém Giao
thita vui vé, hai ta n6i may chuyén ngot ngat nay lam gi? Mau di dat ‘héng
dau dién’ cho ta, gio ta vé dén con day.”

No6i xong y giuc ngya di trede, bd Tham Dich lai dang sau.

Tham Dich phan n6 gao lén: “Ngwoi khong ndi sém, toan thanh chi c6 hai
muoi co hong dau dién, hom nay lam sao con dat dugc?”

Co Quan: “Nguoi coi ma lam...”

Chit “lam” bay t6i, kéo theo gi6 Tay Bac théi day mat Tham Dich, An
DPinh hau kia da ré bui di mat.
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Truwong Canh von & trong phong cham chi doc sach, ctra chinh d6t nhién bi
pha ttr bén ngoai, cuéng phong cuon tuyét théc vao, xap gidy Tuyén Thanh
y con chwa kip chdn trén ban bay 1a ta khap noi.

Tén quy dang ghét quay nhiéu sy thanh tinh nhw vay ngoai C6 Quan ra thi
khong con ké thit hai, Tredng Canh bat dac di quay dau lai: “Nghia phu.”

Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nwong Tt mot trai mot phai nhw Hanh Cap nhi twéng,
theo du6i C6 Quan, cung vay tay goi y: “Dai ca dai ca, Hau gia néi dan
ching ta di ng6i hong dau dién.”

Truwong Canh: “...”

Truwong Canh trdi sinh khong thich ra ngoai, wa yén tinh khong wa on ao,
nhin thdy nhiéu nguoi la phién, trede kia 1én déc ndi Twdéng Quan luyén
kiém, ciing la do san nha minh khéng du 16n, tiv lic dén hau phu, thi y
khong con mudn ra ngoai hit thé khi troi nita.

Trong mat y, an tét don Giao thira, moi ngudi cung ¢ nha vay quanh tiéu
héa 10, ham hai lang rwgu, tan gau vai cau chang t6t hon sao?

Nhat dinh phai ra ngoai xoi gié ngam ngudi, sé thich gi vay?

Co Quan da ty cha truong 1ay ngoai bao ctia y xudng: “Nhanh 1én, dirng 1é
mé, Vuong thic néi tir lic vao hau pha téi gio ngwoi van chwa tirng ra cta,
trong nam a?”

Vira nghi dén “thinh canh” bién ngwdi nghin nghit, muén ngwoi do xo ra
dwong cua kinh thanh, Treong Canh da noi hét da ga, cho du la ra ngoai
cung C6 Quan, y cling khéng muo6n chiit nao, thé 1a & nguyén tai cho ki keo
tim cd: “Nghia phy, don Giao thtra c6 chu trong, phai c6 nguoi ¢ lai git

')’

nha, con... A

Co Quan khong thém phan bua cuén Truwong Canh vao ngoai bao, trurc tiép
coi y la mot doan xa nha biét kéu, vac trén vai 16i ra ngoai: “Tré ranh vat
miii chwa sach, chi trong qua nhiéu.”

Tac gia: Luan chiéu tat sat dé doi pho trach nam, cudn lai khiéng di.
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Chuong 22: Khaoi dien
Truwong Canh do tv da dau dén got chan, chin dén ngoai gion trong mém,

that khiéu téa huwong, tirc gian dén mitc kéu cling khong noi.

Tao Nwong Tw lai hét sitc ham md dai ngd kiéu xa nha nay, chdy nuéc
miéng hdo sac nhin bong lwng Co dai sodi, can tai Cat Ban Tiéu néi: “Sinh
thoi néu c6 thé dé Hau gia khiéng mot 1an, ta that sy chét cling dang!”

Cat Ban Tiéu hét sitc c¢6 nghia khi, nghe vay 1ap titc quet nwdc miii, khée
khoan trung binh tdn, don khi xudng dan dién, wdn ngwc hép bung nin thé,
giong nhu sap di khiéng bao tai ma vo vo vai minh, thdy chét khong son
noi: “Lén day!”

Tao Nuong T nhin ga gidy lat, nho toet mot phat, phan né chay cham ra
khoi canh ctra chit bat.

Pém Trt tich, kim ngd khong cam.

Ra bén ngoai r6i, C6 Quan nhin chung con nhé chira chit thé dién cho dita
con nuoi, tha y xuéng.

Treong Canh mat tram nhuw nwdc, sai buwdc di dang tredc, lvng thang nhw
cot c0, 4o choang phat phdi phia sau, da c6 dang dap ctia voc ngudi cao to,
khi vii hién ngang twong lai.

C0 Quan quet miii, dudi theo day mat cwdi néi: “Gian roi a?”

Truong Canh hat tay y khéi vai minh, lanh lung noéi: “Khéng dam.”

Co Quan: “Subt ngay ru ru trong nha, ngwoi khéng chan a? Tré con...”
Trewong Canh am tram nhin y mot cai, C6 Quan hiém dwgc mot 1an c6 mat,
vOi stra lai: “Ngudi tré tudi — nguoi tré tudi phai hoat bat, nguoi méi song
mdy nam, ma da nhin chan hong tran roi a?”

Truwong Canh khong cé gi dé néi vé6i loai nghia phu hoat bat nay, danh mat
chang rang chang ndi, mét lan nita muén hat tay C6 Quan dang kéo vy, ai
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ngo vira van dung phai dau ngén tay Co Quan, lién giat minh vi cam giac
lanh buot.

Trewong Canh chau may, nam nguwoc tay Co Quan, thay ban tay ay lanh dén
tai xanh, nhw t¥ thi méi dao tw dudi dat 1én. Trong bung nguwdi lai chang
doét 1 Iwu kim, mua dong khac nghiét mac do don chay khap noi, cé thé
khong lanh sao?

Pung that la an no ri'ng ma!

Trewong Canh dau long, dau dén mitc tdm hoa ciling bung 1én theo, y vira
gian doi, vira nhanh nhen céi do choang, khong thém giai thich khoac cho
C6 Quan, C6 Quan bi y kéo khong thé khong cii dau, nhung khong né
tranh, dung ting mac y c6t day cho minh, cudi tam tim hwdng thu mot lan
hiéu kinh day trc gian, nghi tham: “Cé con trai tot that, chd Tiéu Truong
Canh treong thanh, ta cling ty minh tim nguwoi dé mot diva di, néu cé thé dé
con gai thi cang tot.”

Kinh thanh dém Trwr tich, bat dau tir gio Dau canh ba, méi mot khac lai c6
mot tiéng kén dai, nhac nhéd moi ngwoi buwdc chan nam mdéi da dén gan.
Khap thanh chiéng tréng phao diy vang troi, gidy do bay khap noi, nhw 1d
buwém sac s&, bd song, trén lau, gitta dai 10... dau dau ciing toan nguwdi hai
chan, Treong Canh nhin qua lién thdy da dau nga ngdy — that sy nhu la
toan thién ha déu chen chiic trong t cttu thanh, so véi s ndo nhiét nay,
chg & Nhan H6i thanh mo6i nam chen ngudi roi xudng séng qua thue cé thé
ndi la hoang vang tich mich. (T& ctu thanh 1a goi chung bén cong hoang
thanh gom Thién An mo6n, Pia An mén, BPong An mén, Tdy An mon, va
chin cong n6i thanh gébm Chinh Dwong mon, Sung Van mén, Tuyén Vi
mon, Trieu Dwong mon, Phu Thanh mon, Bong Triwc mon, Tay Trywc mon,
An Dinh mén, Birc Thang mon. )

Vo6 luan la C6 Quan bat budc y ra ngoai, hay Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nuwong
T hung tri bitng burng, gio nay khac nay trong mat Truwong Canh déu bat
chap 1y 1& nhr vay. Y mot mdt cam ban tay lanh ngat ctia C6 Quan, co hét
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stfc mudn G &m mot chit, mot mat con phdi lwu y hai dita tré nha qué hét
nhin dong tdi nhin tdy dung di lac, cho du chung quanh c6é mdy thi vé
Huyén Thiét doanh xudt quy nhap than, van ban biu dén st dau mé tran.

Co thé 1a c6 nguai troi sinh ménh chuyén nhoc long.

Lic nay, khong trung truyén xuoéng mot am dai vira nhw wng vira tia hac,
dam dong reo ho am 1.

“Hoéng dau dién!”
“Mau xem kia, c6 hong dau dién thit nhat ctia nam nay bay lén r6i!”

Kinh ki trong dia, dwéi chan thién t, binh thwong cdm khong, trén cttu
mon lap vO s6 bach hong tién, du la huyén wng, néu ca gan tiép can kinh
thanh twr trén trdi, cling chi c6 mot két cuc la bi ban roi.

Chi c6 ngay Tru tich la ngoai lé.

Trén dai 10 rong rai thong thang tiv hoang thanh ra ngoai thanh, ditng strng
sttng cOt moc cda ca Trung Nguyén — “Khdi Dién lau”.

Nghe néi nhitng nguwoi Tay Duong ting ngbi thuyén 16n vuot trung duong
d6é khi vira dén Trung Nguyén, hai danh thang duy nhi ho biét, mot la
hoang cung, mot la Khai Dién lau.

Khéi Dién 1au khéng hé 1a mot toa lau, no la do tién dé xay dung bang quan
phi cat gidam vao nam Nguyén Hoa thit hai mwoi mot, dé nghénh don khach
dén tir bat phwong, khi phai vé cung, chia lam hai khu nam bac, Bac khu cé
mot loat thap cao mai vom, goi la “Van Mong dai quan” , Nam khu thi la
mot dai cao, c6é nguwoi & sau lung ché nhao néi day la “Trich Tinh dai” ,
duwong nhién, khong ai dam goi nhu vay ngay trvdc mat, dan gian binh
thuong goi no 1a “Pinh Dién dai”.

Nam bac trong nhau, 1ay y troi tron dat vuéng, cung hoang cung xa xa nhin
nhau.
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Tri tich hang nam, Pinh Dién dai déu bién thanh trung tam cua ca kinh
thanh, danh ky danh giac tit nam chi bac khong ai khéng chen nhau muén
l1én hién mot khic hat, dwéi dai nguwoi vay xem dong nghin nghit, trén dai
ngam canh cta Van Mong dai quan cling khong thiéu dat quan quy nhan.

Ma gio Dau canh ba vira qua, quanh DPinh Dién dai sé bay 1én hai muoi
“hong dau dién”.

Hong dau dién va cy dién bién canh c6 nguyén ly hoat dong twong tu,
chang qua cy dién khién v6 s6 ngudi man nghe tiéng da s¢ v& mat, hong
dau dién thi hoan toan dung trong vui choi gidi tri. N6 1a mét kiéu thuyén,
hai dau c6 khac ca chép gam do ruc, dya vao chin chin tdm muwoi moét héa
si dé bay lén troi, than thuyén dung mot loai day thitng dac biét trong suot
nhw to nhén budc lén Pinh Dién dai.

Hoa si vira dot, hon hai muoi c6 hong dau dién do ryc nhw ca chép lién
vitng vang treo gitta troi, hoi hoi lac lw trong rat dep, dé d6 cham ruwgu vao
bau trdi dém nhw nuwéc.

Bén trén tam nhin cwe t6t, c6 mot gian nha va mot vong 16 dai, muén rugu
hay thit déu c6 thé chuyén lén theo dam day thirtng nhuv mang nhén, ngudi &
trén do, co6 thé nhin thdy van gia dang hoa, cung cam tuwong do.

C6 Quan quen thudc dan ba thiéu nién choai choai 1én tir thap cap trén con
dwong nhé canh Pinh Dién dai, vé binh triec dém nhén ra y, 1ay lam kinh
hai, dang dinh cti dau hanh 1€, lién bi C6 Quan thoai mai xua tay ngan: “Ta
dan bon tré 1én choi thoi, dirng da 1€ — c6 thdy Tham twdng quan khong?”
Mot ké hau tir xa chay tdi: “Hau gia, moi di bén nay, Tham twéng quan
dang cho ngai trén hong dau dién a.”

CO Quan ngoai mat binh tinh gat dau, trong long lai khéng khéi hoi than
phuc — ky thue y chi dan bon Truwong Canh dén goép vui, hoan toan khéng
liéu dwgc Tham Dich lai tai ba dén thé, that sy dat dwgc mot con thuyén
luon.
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Cat Ban Tiéu nhin cham cham hong dau dién, theo sat C6 Quan ma hoi:
“Hau gia, chuing ta sap lén troi a?”

Co Quan: “Khong gap, vai chuc nam nita hang 1én, hom nay chiing ta lén
giam mot diém tredc thoi.”

Trewong Canh nghe 10i cat twong day sang tao cta hai tén nay trong dém
Giao thtra, that chi muon ro ca hai cai miéng lai.

Trong gian nha trén hong dau dién 4m ap nhw mua xuan, C6 Quan vao
phong lién céi 4o choang vat 1én lung ghé.

Tham Dich da kéu san mot ban rugu thit, trong gian nha con c6 may thiéu
nién thiéu nitr my mao dirng hau, cé ké to gan con khong ngirng nhin trém
Co hau gia.

C0O Quan dao mat nhin lwét qua, thoat tién sitng sot — Tham Dich 1a mot
hoc cttu chwa gia da yéu, xem tranh Tay cling sg ban mat, hai mwoi nam
nhur mot ngay gia vo ditng dan, sao lai di gitt mot dam thit non nhw vay?
(Hoc cttu c6 ba nghia, mot la tén cta ché do khoa ctt duéi thoi Puong, hai
la chi ngwoi doc sach néi chung va ha nho néi riéng, ba la ttr cii chi ldo sw
trong tu thuc)

Lap tic ném tGi mot anh mat héi do, Tham Dich ké tai y thap giong noi:
“Pay la Nguy vuong sau khi nghe chuyén khang khang mu6n nhwong cho
nguwoi.”

C6 Quan nghe thé nhat thoi khong noi gi, trén mat hi nd kho phan.
Ké hau rat c6 nhan luc, lap tic tién 1én hoi: “Hau gia, dot Itva chi?”

C6 Quan dirng mot chit, doan gat dau: “bot di — dung roi, kéu cac huynh
dé thu trén 16 dai vao an com tdt nién, hdm nay khéng c6 ngudi ngoai,
khong can cau né hw 16.”

Ké hau dugc 1énh, 1ap titc cung kinh lui khéi hong dau dién, nhdy xudng
san 16 dai, goi mot tiéng that dai.
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May twéng si Huyén Thiét doanh nghe goi tién vao, huan luyén nghiém
chinh ma nhat té hanh lé: “Pai soai!”

Nhat thoi, 1anh y ctia huyén thiét trong khodnh khac xam nhap thap truvong
nhuyén hong tran, st &m mudi ky la trong gian nha tic thi bi xua tan sach.

C0 Quan liéc nhin ddm ngwdi hau thite thoi lui ra ngoai, trong dé mét co
nang dac biét vui tai vui mat tredc khi di con an tinh nhin 1én y mét cai, Co
Quan lién nd nu cwoi dap lai, dong thoi tiéc nudi nghi bung, y dat theo ba
dita tré choai choai, tro giai tri dém khuya s@ rang ciing chi c6 thé dirng lai
¢ mat di may lai thoi.

Tham Dich ra vé dao mao ho mét tiéng, C6 Quan diém nhién thu tam mat
vé, lam bo lam tich than phién: “Nguy vuwong ciing 16n dau roi, nhung that
khong ra sao.”

Tham Dich ngoai cudi trong khéng cuwdi: “Ha ha.”

May ma ba thiéu nién kia bi héa si sang 1én thanh dai xung quanh hong dau
dién thu hut, tat cd déu nhoai lén ctta s6 trong ra ngoai, khong cha y tdi
mdy nguwodi I6n am tham lam tro xau xa trong phong.

Tiéng hoa si nd6 dung dung vang lén, mot luéng gié am ap thoc vao, thoi
song linh véo von reo, Treong Canh chi cam thdy hut chan, khong ty chu
dwgc vin ctta s6 go, Tao Nwong T ¢ bén canh kéu la, hong dau dién rung
nhe nhe bay lén troi.

Pung lic nay, gio Tuat dén, mot déa phao hoa thinh linh phong 1én tit Binh
Dién dai, n6 ryc gitta hai mwoi chi€c hong dau dién, nhuom mau vé quyt
1én mé to nhén noi nhau.

Pinh Dién dai tit tir bay lén, cadc banh rang bang sat bén duwdi khép vao
nhau, mot vii nwong hong y 6m ty ba bat dau khoe giong.

Trén troi dwdi dat, phon hoa nhat cling chi dén thé ma thoi.

Tham Dich m@& mot binh rugu bé dao, rét cho C6 Quan mot chén: “Pay la

nam dau ho tién céng sau khi binh dinh phén loan Tay Vuc, b6 dao my tttu
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chén da quang, rvgu ngon nén phoi anh hung, ném thw di.”

C0 Quan nhin cham cham cai chén da quang kia choc lat, than sac khong
khoi nhat di. Y nhan chén hép mot ngum r6i lai bé xudbng — khong phai
rvou khong ngon, chi 1a luén cdm thay cé chit nhat nhéo.

Co Quan: “Thoi, uong khong quen thi nay, doi regu Hoa Diéu di, xem ra ta
chang phai anh hiing ma la cau hung — 6i, chw vi ng6i ca di, mac ké ba dira
dé, ching an ¢ nha r6i, ct dé ching choi di.”

Pang noéi chuyén thi y bat dau cam thdy tam nhin hoi mo ho, lién cui dau
dwa tay bop miii, biét liéu thu6c may hém treéc udng e la sap hét tac dung
10i.

Thoi gian dwgc hiéu mat di la khodng non ntta canh gid, binh thwong y sé
mu trude diéc sau.

Tham Dich vtra thdy dong tac nho cia y lién biét chuyén gi xdy ra: “Hau
gia?”

“Khong sao,” C6 Quan lac dau, doi rwou, ndng chén noéi vGi ca ban tiéc,
“Chu vi déu la diing si ngan ddm méi tim dwgc mot ctia Pai Lwong ta, di
theo ta, nhung vira khong cé vinh hoa phu quy, cling chang c6 quyén thé
lgi ich, bién cwong ban han, ngay cd lwong bong cling ba coc ba dong, déu
chiu ty khuat roi, ta kinh cadc huynh dé mét chén treée.”

C0 Quan néi xong mdt ngum udng can, lap tirc khong phan bua gi, lai rot
day mot chén nita cho minh: “Chén th hai kinh cac huynh dé & lai Tay
Vue, nam do6 ta khong biét trai cao dat day dan ho di, lai khong thé dwa ho
ve...”

Tham Dich: “Pai sodi, tét nhat ma, dirng néi nita.”

C0 Quan thoang nd nu cuwoi, thue sy lien ngdm miéng, nang chén doc can,
lai rét day lan nita.

“Chén thit ba,” C6 Quan khé noi, “Kinh hoang thién hau thd, mong chw
thién than ma thién dai linh hon dong doi ta.”
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Truwong Canh ditng canh ctra s6, khong biét tir khi nao thinh canh bén ngoai
da khong thé hap dan y nita, y nghiéng ngwoi nhin C6 Quan dam dam
khong chdp mat.

Y chwa bao gio thady C6 Quan c6 don nang chén, mot hoi uéng can, nghia
phu nhv vay v6i y ma noéi co ho 1a xa la.

Tinh ra thi C6 Quan chua tirng noi gian trieéc mat y, cling rat it dé 16 sy’ mét
moi hay khong vui, giong nhw lubn tréu gheo y, vira dé than vira dé ghét —
twa ho trir mdt nay ra, rat nhiéu than sac khac déu khong tién dé 16 cho y
thay.

Bai vi y chi la mot dia tré sttc voc chua du.

Trewong Canh dot nhién khao khat mu6n tré nén manh mé ngay 1ap tic.

Lic nay, Cat Ban Tiéu chgt quay dau ho: “Hau gia! Tham twéng quan, bon

'),

miii 16 dan mo6t dong da thu téi nhay mua kia! Mau dén xem di

Chuong 23: Manh ho

Co6 Quan cham chap 1dy m6t manh kinh Iwu ly tir trong long ra, dat trén
miii, thong thd budc dén bén canh Truwdng Canh, day ctra s6 hip mat doi
nhin phia trén Dinh Dién dai.

Manh kinh lwu ly kia gan day bac, vat nghiéng vao tai, che mat mot con
mat hoa dao, song miii lai cang thém thang, khi chat ca nguwdi dot nhién c6
vé lanh liét, tda ra mui ctia y quan cam thu.

Truwong Canh ngo ngac nhin y mot ldc, hoi: “Nghia phu, nguwoi deo cai gi
thé?”

Co6 Quan nghiéng dau tréu y: “D6 caa bon Tay day, dep ch? Bén do6 thinh
hanh deo cai nay, d€ lat ta ra ngoai di mot vong, ltra vé mot ba me ké Tay
Duong cho nguoi duge khong?”

Truwong Canh: “...”
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Mot tiéu twéng si Huyén Ung bo c6 y lam diu bau khéng khi nang né ban
nady, thong minh noi: “Pai soai, ngai cting khong phai cha rugt ma!”
C6 Quan vo tam vo phé cudi theo.

Tiéu twdng si no lac lw dau noi: “Bay gio thé dao thay doi, long ngudi cling
khac xwa, ni* nhan trwdc kia coi trong dao dic nang lwc va tinh tinh cta
chuing ta, chiing ta déu khong phai lo gi, hién tai thi ngwgc lai, ho chi quan
tdm nam nhan co6 tuan ta hay khéng. Pai sodi, cac huynh dé ching ta &
khong phai do ngoai hinh xau, ma la do sinh khong gap thai théi.”

DPac san ctia Huyén Thiét doanh chinh la trai €, vira nghe 16i nay, tat ca déu
on ao theo.

C06 Quan cudi to noi: “Cut, ding 16i ca ta vao! Ai ngoai hinh xau ha? Ban
hau duwong duong la mot déa hoa cia Huyén Thiét tam bd, my danh vugt
trung duong ludn réi.”

MGt dam dan 6ng tho 16 trong quan s hai trirdc sy mat day vo si cua Dai
soai nha minh, danh phai cuwdi rd 1én, Tham Dich noéi lanh tanh: “Pai soai,
ngai xinh dep nhu hoa, sao ciing khéng cwdi dugc vo thé ha?”

Mot cau dam tring chuyén thwong tam ctia Co Quan, Co dai soai danh phai
om nguc néi: “Ta chd gia cao ma, thit t6t déu dé ap truc, ngwoi thi biét cai
gi?”

No6i dén viéc nay, that sw cling khong trach dwgc Co Quan.

Nam d6 tién dé doi vaGi y hét sitc mau thuan, vira yéu thwong vira phong bi
y, ltic nhé con d&, mdéi hoi 16n 1én thi hon nhan dai si ctia An Dinh hau lién
trd thanh cai xwong mac trong hong tién dé.

Chon nguwoi than phan hen mon, sg nguoi ta ndi minh bac dai trung lwong,
tién dé chang an no6i duwgc véi ai, nhung néu chon nha quyén cao chitc
trong, trong long tién d€ lai lo ngay ngay.

Hai duong déu kho x®, chac han nam do trong long tién dé nhat dinh chi
han C6 Quan khong phai la mot tiéu thai giam.
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Viéc hon nhan cta An Dinh hau lan lita rat lau, cudi cung tién dé quyét
dinh chon con gai Quach dai hoc si.

Quach gia nhiéu thé hé dong doéi thw hwong, gia thé thanh quy, Quach co
nwong nghe néi xinh dep nhuw lan, tai danh vang khap dé do, cung thai tt
phi nam do, hoang hau hién tai xwng la kinh thanh song thu, vira khong
dinh dang tGi ai, cling khong bé mat C6 Quan. (Thu: nguwoi dep)

Nhung cling that 1a ky la, bat dau tir khi dinh hon, déa danh hoa nay nhw
thé bi pha swong, ngay cang tiéu tuy hon, khong dgi C6 Quan danh giac
xong veé kinh, Quach tiéu thu da hwong tiéu ngoc van.

Noi téi thi ngudi chét vo nhiéu vo ké, chang cé gi dang ngac nhién, hudng
chi chi 1a mét thé t¥ vi hon con chwa xuat gia. Nhung viéc nay dinh tGi An
DPinh hau, thi rat khé dé ngudoi ta khong lién twdng dén ngoai t6 gda bua co
don va cha me mat sém cua y.

Thé 13, chuyén An Dinh hau khac vg khong chan ma chay khap noi.

Co thé ga cho An Dinh hau c6 nhién thé dién trong ngoai déu c6 tat, con
khong can hau ha cha me chong, nhung phic phan bang trdi cling phai cé
ménh hvdng mai dugc.

Sau d6 Co6 Quan chay qua chay lai Bac cwong Tay Vuyc, b6n nam nam
khong vé kinh thanh, cling chang con co hoi lo liéu. Hién gio tién dé da
thang cang ra di, dwong kim Hoang thwgng tuy 16n hon C6 Quan vai tudi,
song tir nho kéu y la hoang thiic, kém mot bac, du cho quan than hitu biét,
quan hén nhan dai sy cta y cling it nhiéu khong tién lam.

Bén than C6 Quan cling khong cé tinh Iyc dé y, thé la kéo dai mai tGi bay
gio.

Tham Dich khéng chiu bé qua cho y: “Cho gia cao? Pai sodi mudn ban
minh cho ai?”

CO Quan ngang dau lén, xuyén qua kinh lwu ly, thdy Trwong Canh nhin
minh cham cham, trén mat con khong ty chu duwgce c6 vé cang thang, lién
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cho la thiéu nién kia dang lo lang minh cuwéi vo roi khong thwong y nita.

C0 Quan vo dau Trwong Canh tran an: “Ta thich nguwdi thong minh 6n nhu
tot tinh, yén tam, vé sau nhat dinh khong rudc su t* Ha Dong vé bat nat
nguwoi dau.”

Loi nay nhw khoét mét 16 ngay nguc Trwong Canh, y nghi xang bay phang
phat da bi y hang phuc dwgc co hoi lai chui ra giay sw, lam khong dau
khong am dam.

Y danh phai budoc minh gugng gao mim cuoi.
Dac hét sitc nhiy moi dém budc minh nham mat nga vay.

Lic nay, trén Pinh Dién dai dot nhién danh trong reo ho, may nguoi Tay
Duong dan hét 1ii khi vet nhay nhét trén dai xudng, khiéng mot cai 1ong sat
to che vai nhung lén, mot thang hé Tay Dwong sac mat trang béch udn éo
dung 1én vong Itta 16n, 1am diéu bd mot lic lau, khién moi ngwdi to mo du
r6i, maGi thdo tdm vai nhung xudng.

Trong long sat kia vay ma lai c6 mot con ho to.

Cat Ban Tiéu nho hét nguwdi ra ngoai ctra so, hdi luon mom: “That hay gia
vay? D6 1a ho that ha?”

Thang hé tién 1én ma& 1ong, cam xich dat ho ra.

Chang biét c6 phai do ngudi vay xem qua nhiéu hay khéng, con ho kia c6
vé hoi lo non nong, khong ngirng c6 dong tac giay giua.

C06 Quan nhiu may, lanh lung noi: “Bon Tay nay that la qua hiéu quy cu
ma, tét nhat lai 16i ra stic sinh nhw vay — Tiéu Gia.”

Thiéu nién ban nay néi nhiéu nhat than sac nghiém lai: “Vang.”

C0 Quan no6i: “Tim nguwoi canh chirng, phia dwdi dong nguoi, dirng dé xdy
ra nhiéu loan gi nita.”

Tiéu Gia linh ménh di, ga tryc ti€p nhdy xudng ti 16 dai trén hong dau dién,
boéng den lwét qua khong trung cao may chuc trugng, dé lai mot luéng hoi
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nuwéc nho, chép mat da mat tam.

Trong tiéng nguwdi 6n ao huyén ndo, con hé nén néng khong yén bat dau
nhdy vong ltra mot cach khong tinh nguyén, vé madt dit ton nhw bi buc
lwong vi xuwéng.

Trén lau ngam canh ctia Van Mdng dai quan, tiéng khen nggi séng sau cao
hon séng trde, c6 ké kich dong lién bat dau rac tién xudng.

Xem ca mua tap ky cao hitng, ném vai dong tién 1én Dinh Dién dai cling
khong hé gi, rat nhiéu nguoi déu lam thé, nhung hom nay khong biét c tén
ngu dan tir dau dén, lai di ném vang 1a xudng.

Pam nguwoi von & dudi dai xem ndo nhiét 6 1én nhw v& chg, dua nhau la
“vang vang”.

Con chwa kip tranh dugce gi, con ho von dang chui qua vong Itta khong biét
thé nao ma bi triét dé choc gidn, n6 gam lén mot tiéng, quay dau lai can
thang hé khong kip phong bi.

Thang hé duwong treong bi can dit mot canh tay va non ntta ba vai, tru 1én
mot tiéng tham thiét thé lvong.

Ho6 dit rong 1én mot tiéng, thoat khéi khong ché, lao t6i bién nguoi dudi
Khdai Dién 1au.

Nguoi bén trong bi stic sinh kia doa lao ra ngoai nhw ru6i nhang khong dau,
nguwoi bén ngoai khong ré noi tinh, cting khong biét lam sao nghe néi bén
trong dang tranh vang 1a, con nhao nhao chen vao.

Hai bén x6 vao nhau, khong ai nhtic nhich néi.

Co ké kéu “vang” , c6 ké khéc la “h6” , c6 ké nga xuong can ban khong bo
day noi, tinh canh 16n x6n khing khiép.

Kim ng6 vé tryc dém bi dam dong x0 roi loan, gan Khai Dién lau khong
thiéu gi dat quan quy nhan, c6 nhitng ké khong coi tinh mang bach tinh tam
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thuwong ra gi, chi lo tw minh chay thoat than, da chay con khong quén si
dién — bat gia boc vet ra mot 16i cho minh.

C06 Quan nam vai Trweong Canh day y ra sau, vGi tay thao gio tén va truong
cung Tham Dich treo sau ctra, phan pho: “Pirng di ra.”

Tuwéng si Huyén Thiét doanh bén canh ban déu ditng day theo.
Tham Dich nam khuyu tay C6 Quan, budt miéng néi: “Mat nguoi...”
Truwong Canh nhay cdm ngang dau l1én, nghi tham: “Mat? Mat lam sao?”

C06 Quan khong dé y, hat tay Tham Dich ra, khong thém phan bua da bay
ctra gian nha trén hong dau dién.

M4y huyén wng trén hong dau dién tir trén cao nhdy xudng, bay la la sat
dat, vai doéa phao hoa bé ti no ra anh sang lanh 180, c6 mot Huyén Thiét
binh giap khac ditng & cho cao, tréo 1én cot den tin hiéu ctia hong dau dién,
tay gio dong hong, cao giong quat dam dong hon loan: “An Dinh hau &
day, khong dvgc lam bwa!”

Cau nay con hitu dung hon thanh chi cta thién hoang lao t& vai phan, c6
khong it ké vira nghe thay ba chi* “An Dinh hau” lién dirng buéc thoi chen
lan theo ban nang.

Tiéng ho gam tir xa vong dén, manh ho bi choc gian lao ra nhu tia chép, de
mot thiéu nién an mac kiéu tiéu tw dwdi méng vuot, Co Quan dirng trén miii
thuyén ca chép ctia hong dau dién, diya khung ctra gian nha, nghiéng ngwoi
kéo trrong cung.

Kinh lwu ly y con deo trén miii, khong ai deo kinh lwu ly ban tén ca, vi thit
d6 sé lam tam nhin c6 sai 1éch, quan 4o phong phanh tung bay trong luéng
gi6 nong cua hoa si, ca ngudi tuy y khinh man kho t4, qua thwe nhw nham
mat ban tén vay.

Nhung Tham Dich biét, C6 Quan hién tai chi can thao kinh lwu ly, thi ngoai
mot trrong ca ngwdi lan vat chang phan biét dugce, can ban khong khac 1am
v6i nham mat.
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Tai sao lai ding ngay vao lic song con nay?

Long ban tay Tham Dich khéng tw cht duwgc rin m6t 16p mo hoi mong, ca
tam lung déu cang cirng theo.

Pung lic nay, C6 Quan chgt buong tay.

Chuong 24: Yeéu tang

Miii tén ay twa sao bang, xuyén thang qua dam day thirng réi ram nhut mang
nhén bén dwdi hai muoi chiéc hong dau dién, cam phap vao gay manh ho.
Luc dao cua miii tén nay khong biét 16n ¢ nao, “Phap” mot tiéng ban
xuyén qua cai dau to nhu cédi chdu cia manh h6, n6 ngd ram xudng dat,
chang rén dugc tiéng nao, chét mét cach nhanh gon.

C0O Quan khong dirng tay, lai lan nita quay ngudi kéo cung, truc tiép cai
mdi th hai, ctta gian nhd dang dwa Iwng xoay mot goc do, co ho chwa hé
ngam, mot tén da lai roi cung, ban ngay tru dai ngdm canh ban ndy ném
vang la xuong.

Trén dai ngam canh r6 1én tiéng la hodng, chi thdy mii tén ay suwgt da dau
mot nguwdi nwdc ngoai, ghim md han 1én c6t, dudi miii tén con dang rung
khong nguirng.

Ngudi no sg téi mire tir trén ghé ngd chong vo xudng.

Co Quan thu hoi treong cung, mat khong biéu cam noéi véi Huyén Giap thi
vé cam dong hong trén c6t buom: “Rap tam hai nguwoi, bat lai chd tham.”
Cho dén luc nay, ké bi 1do ho dé mdi dinh than lai, phat ra mot tiéng khoc
that thit khe khé, moi nguwdi chung quanh dinh than lai con chwa hét hoang,
hét hai 16i han ra.

Ma dwé6i Binh Dién dai, mot bong ngwdi nhé gay khong hiat mat xuyén qua
dam déng, nhan loan 1én mat chiéc du thuyén trén mat ho gan do.

Vita 1én du thuyén, han lién thao khan trum dau, lai 1a mot ngwoi Tay
Duwong toc den mat den, c6 vai phan giong ngudi Trung Nguyén, han nhanh

https://thuviensach.vn



chéng duwgce cho vao gian nha trén thuyeén, gap ké van dang cho doi.

D6 1a mot nam nhan & vao do tudi gitta thanh nién va trung nién, van ao
trang, khoac hong bao hoa van phitc tap, mot cay quyén trugng kiéu dang
co quai dung bén canh, mai téc xoan mau nau khong dai khéng ngan budng
trén vai, chai rat gon gang, tay deo mot cai nhan to long trong.

Chinh Ia st gia do Gido hoang phai tdi.
Tay Tay Duwong nho thé téc den cung kinh nita quy xudng: “Gido chu dai
nhan.”

Giao chu hoi nghiéng ngudi ra trwdc, to vé minh dang chu y nghe.

“T6i chi sg két qua nhw ngai du doan,” Tay téc den noi, “Co va gia tdc cua
han déi vGi nhitng ngwdi phwong Bong nay ma néi, co ho c6 y nghia twgng
trung nao dé. Chi can ‘Qua Pen’ bay qua bau troi dém, cho du d6i mat vGi
nguy co 1én hon, dan chiing ngu xuan cling sé mu quang dwoc tran an, nhw
Iii ctru tim dwgc chd chan citu — niém tin khéng hé c6 ly do nay khién
nguoi ta kho long ly gidi, du t6i cho rang mdét phan trong s6 ho ky thuc
ngay ca tén day du cia Co6 Quan ciling khong biét.”

Gido cha than sac khéng ro tram ngam choc lat: ““Hat giong’ khong tao
thanh thwong vong.”

“Hau nhu khong,” Téc den cui dau, “An Pinh hau vira khéo & ngay trén
hong dau dién, trong dam doéng hinh nhw sém c6 vé binh han xép vao,
khong biét la ngwdi cta ching ta bi tiét 16 hanh tung, hay l1a ban than han
do6i vGi viéc nguy cap cé kha nang cam ng hon han ngwoi thuwong, ching
ta vira rac hat thi Qua Pen da lap tttc cé phan &ng, Co tw trén hong dau dién

y »

mot tén ban chét ‘hat giong’, con bat ‘ké gieo hat’.
Gido chu dya 1én chiéc ghé diéu hoa, ngon tay vé ria mép: “Day khong phai
uy tin ctia ca nhan han, ma la sy tich lily cta ba doi, ngwoi Trung Nguyén
mu quang tin theo 1t Qua Pen nay, co ho hinh thanh mét loai tin nguwong
v6i gia toc ho Co.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Téc den: “Gido hoi tir rat s6m da tham thdo, tai sao xa hdi phwong Dong
lién tuc c6 16 hong, nhung dan gian lai c6 thé gitt vitng sw hoa binh thuing 16
cho, t6i nghi loai tin ngudng nay ciling la mét trong cac nguyén nhan.”

Gido chua ditng day, chap tay sau lung thong tha buéc trén thuyén hoa.

“Pay la co hoi cta ching ta,” Han 1am bam, “Khéng phai chuyén x4u — ta
phai viét thw cho Gido hoang, chiing ta c6 thé 1ap titc khéi dong ké hoach
Lau Lan.”

Luc nay, trat t dwdi Khai Dién 1au da budc dau 6n dinh, Ngyw lam quan
nhanh chéng téi ho trg, Co Quan thay khéng con viéc ctia minh, lién dinh
gio tay ra hiéu cho Tham Dich, chuan bi roi khoi — tdm mat y da rat mo,
thinh Iyc cling dang yéu di, tiéng huyén ndo xung quanh déu tré nén im
lang.

CO Quan noi véi Huyén Ung thi vé: “Ta c6 chat viéc phdi di tredc mot
bwdc, nguwoi hay di theo bon tit dién ha, néu ho mudn vé nha, thi chd bén
ngoai hoi yén binh roi dua ho vé, muén choi tiép trén hong dau dién ciing
dwgc — khong biét con biéu dién nita khong.”

Truwong Canh voi hoi: “Nghia phy, nguoi thi sao?”

Co Quan lic nay can ban khong nghe 1o y néi gi, chi vo vai y r6i voi va bo
di.

Duwd6i chan truyén dén tiéng U u cang nang né, hong dau dién ho ngoi dirng
choc 14t trén Pinh Dién dai. Co6 Quan va Tham Dich séi buwéc song vai ma
di, dém lanh swong day, Trweong Canh cam tdam 4o choang C6 Quan bo lai,
vtra tinh dudi theo, lién bi huyén wng bén canh ngdn can.

Huyén wng kia néi: “Dién ha dirng budc, Dai soai ¢ kinh thanh khéng mac
quan 4o mua dong, bén ngoai binh hoang ma loan, xin ngai dirng roi khoéi
thuoc ha.”

Hoai nghi trong long Truwong Canh tang 1én — Vi sao khong mdc? Vi than
thé C6 Quan, ro rang khong phai 1a vi khong sg lanh.
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Lai thém cau “mat ngwoi” ma ban ndy Tham Dich néng long hé 1én cling
lam Truong Canh nhu hoc xwong, Trwong Canh khong ty chu duwgce nho t6i
Tham Thap Luc “gia mu vo diéc” & Nhan Ho6i tran. Pwong nhién, tai va
mat Tham Thap Luc bét tién qua ntra la dé choi x4du, nhung Treong Canh
xac dinh, Iic & Nhan Ho6i tran y thuc sw cé tinh huéng khong thay ro, chang
18 chi dé ltra T4 Nuwong va ddm nguwdi man y dé tham nhap Bac cuong?

Nguoi vira nghi nhiéu lién dé lo au, trong long Truwong Canh bong tréi 1én
su bat an, cho dén khi huyén wng tan chitc tan trach dwa ho vé hau phu
cling chra may may diu di.

Truwong Canh tré vé phong, lan qua 10n lai khéng ngu duwgc, sau khi duoi
Tao Nwong T va Cat Ban Tiéu di, y 1én lat khoac thém ao ngoai, chay tGi
phong C6 Quan cho dogi.

Phong C6 Quan rat sach sé, c6 si gon gang va ngan nap clia ngudi trong
quan ngti, khong hé cé vat bai tri du thira, trén ban dé may quyén sach, mot
ngon dén mang-song da cii, trén twong treo mot bitc tranh chit, viét bon chi
“thé bat kha ti” , nhin ra dugc 1a but tich cia chinh C6 Quan.

Ngoai triv dau giwvong treo mot tam hé cttu mai tinh, phong nga cia An
DPinh hau thanh ban dén co ho buan xin.

Trwong Canh doi mot ldc, bat tri bat giac guc 1én chiéc ban con ma ngu
thiép di, dé 1én ngyc, nhanh chéng mo mong lung tung.

Trong con mo mang, C6 Quan dwong nhu ding tredc mat dura lwng lai,
Truwong Canh trong mong khong con rang budc, lao xwgce hon trong hién
thue khong it, than mat kéo y tw sau lung: “Nghia phu.”

C0 Quan cham rai quay dau lai, nhung trong do6i hoc mat trong rong, hai
dong mau nhw nwdc mat xuo6i hai ma chay dai: “Goi ta a?”

Truwong Canh hét to mot tiéng choang tinh day, bi gié lanh ngoai ctra thoc
vao, ngo ngac nhin nguoi ti ben ngoai di vao.
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C0 Quan khong liéu dugce y lai ¢ trong phong minh, voi véi tay dong cira,
hoi: “Sao nguoi lai ¢ day?”

Giong C6 Quan hoi khan khan, sac mat cting rat khé coi.

Nhay mat nhin thdy C6 Quan, hoi lanh trong ngwc Trueong Canh rot cudc
nang né phun ra, nhat thoi thye do khé phan, co ho c6 cdm gidc mirng nhw
dién khi mat r6i con duoc lai.

C0 Quan vin ctra ditng d6 mot Idc 1au, chiu dung mét dot chong mat, yéu 6t
vay tay goi Trwong Canh: “Lai day do ta di — ngay mai con phai dan nguoi
vao cung chic tét Hoang thugng, coi chirng day khong n6i.”

Truwong Canh do khuyu tay diu y dén bén givong: “Nghia phu, nguwdi lam
sao vay?”

“Trén dwong vé bi ho kéo dén Bac dai doanh, hoi qua chén.” C6 Quan giay
cling chang bu6n céi, ngtra mat nam lan ra giwong, y vira uéng thudc xong,
trong dau con kéu ong ong, mét moi no6i, “Veé nghi sém di.”

Truwong Canh cau may — trén nguwdi C6 Quan qua that c6 mui rwgu, nhwng
khong hé nong nac, hon nita néi chuyén ro rang, chang giong uéng say chut
nao.

Song khong doi y hoi lai, C6 Quan da chang con 1én tiéng, giong nhw vira
cham go6i da ngu luon.

Truwong Canh danh phai t minh cdi giay tat cho y, kéo chan lai dap giup,
luén cdm thay hoi lanh trén nguwoi C6 Quan G am khong noi, lién dot 1o
swdi hoi nuwdc trong phong ryc hon, dva cot giwong lang lang ngam nhin
khuén mat C6 Quan khi ngq.

“Ta khong nghi nggi lung tung.” Y ty nha cau nay ba lan, ké d6 nhv mot
dong vat nho nom nép lo sg, hoi dén gan C6 Quan, twa ho mudn ngti thi
mui trén nguoi doi phwong, roi lai khong tw chu dugce nin thé.

Ngay hom sau, Treong Canh cdm thdy minh m@i vira nham mat lai, ngay
ca 4c mong ciing chwa hoan chinh, da bi C6 Quan dung day, giay vo mot
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phen, sau do 10 do theo Co dai sodi vao cung, chic tét Hoang dé Long An
huynh treéng trén danh nghia.

Trén duong, Co Quan noi: “Hoang thugng doi xr véi nguoi thé nao cling
khong can qua dé y, nam doé thai hau tai thé c6 chit luc duc véi quy phi,
nhung déu la chuyén tiv doi tredc, khong lién quan dén nguoi... Hw, xui

'J’

qua
Trwong Canh lo dang dap, nghe y chiti nhé mét cau, mdéi ngang dau 1én, chi
thay doi dién C6 Quan c6 mot chiéc xa gia.

Chinh la xa gia cia HO Quoc tu.

Hoang that Pai Lwong sung tin Phat gido, ngay ca ngoai to sat phat quyét
doan ctia C6 Quan ciing khong ngoai 1€. Pac biét tan hoang hién tai Thai t
nam do, moi khi roi rai la lai tham thién thanh dam véi cac dai hoa thugng.

Nhung noéi dén Co6 Quan binh sinh ghét nhat, ky thwe khéng phai nguoi di
t phwong, ma la dam dau troc nay.

DPac biét 1a lao ltra troc tru tri HG Quoc tw, khong biét tao khau nghiép la gi,
c6 cai miéng qua den chét tiét, tir nhé da qua quyét C6 Quan twong lai 16n
1én sé khac luc than. (Luc than gom cha, me, anh, em, vg, con)

An Dinh hau dén nay van dem nguyén do minh phai & gian lay sang céc
hoa thwgng ctia HO Quoc tu.

Noi thi cia Hoang dé Long An Ly Phong thdy y lién voi chay cham téi.

Han cao 16n tho kéch, cao xap xi Co dai sodi, lai to gdp ba Dai sodi, troi
sinh doi ban chan bé teo chi dai bon tdc, cit d6i chan nho, nhuw cay van tué
14 to lay dong trong cuong phong, hét sitc thuét tha.

Tay nay ho Chiic, ngudi khac tredc mat goi Chiic cong cong, sau lwng déu
goi han la Chac Chan Nho.

Chtc Chan Nho danh tiéng khong t6t, nudi hai dira “con nudi” t6 son trat
phan & ngoai cung, khong biét 1a dé lam gi.
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Pai Lwong do van tai bién mé& sém, dan phong khong bao thd nhw tién
triéu, may viéc dang xau ho trong dat quan quy nhan noi cting khong hét,
thé nén viéc nay von ciling chang hé gi. Chi 1a, néu tén thai gidm chan nhé
nay khong dung ting con nudi cdy danh han vo vét tién cua, thi cang tot
hon.

Chtc Chan Nho cwoi ninh not tién dén tredc mat Co Quan: “Hau gia va ti
dién ha dén roi? Hoang thuong dang thanh dam véi Liéu Si tru tri cia HO
Quoc tw, néi la néu hai vi dén thi ¢t di thang vao, Liéu Si tru tri cling rat
lau roi chwa gap ngai — 6, khéo qua, cac dai su ra r6i!”

Pang noi chuyén thi hai hoa thuwgng mot treéc mot sau tw bén trong di ra.
Nguoi dang tredc Co Quan biét, c6 khuén mat hach dao nhan nheo, vé mat
sau kho, giong nhu ca doi chwa titng duwgc an no, chinh la Liéu Si hoa
thuwong tru tri HO Quoc tu.

Tam mat Co Quan khong cam dwgc dirng ¢ nguwdi phia sau, do cling 1a mot
hoa thugng, tam hai ba muoi tudi, van do ca sa trang nhw tuyét, mat may
nhw hoa, doi giay nha s sach sé giam trén con dwong nhé ctia hoang thanh,
phang phat nhw tién nhan dap tuyét ma dén.

Du Co Quéan ghét dau troc, trong nhay mat ay, van khong tw cha dwgc nhd
tGi cao tang truyéen thé da dén Thién Tric cta tién triéu.

Hoa thugng tré tu6i ay nhu nhan thay diéu gi, ngang dau doi lai anh mat Co
Quan, d6i mat han trong veo, bén trong nhw c6 mot bién sao ménh moéng u
tinh, khién nguoi ta nhin mot céi la c6 thé chim trong do.

Hoa thugng tré tudi chap tay, tit xa chao C6 Quan.

C6 Quan nhv vtra tinh mong doi anh mat, nghi bung: “Ty dung minh nhin
cham cham mét tén dau troc lam gi?”

Y ciing khéng théem dé y ngwoi ta, hét sttc vo 1é nhin di chd khac, héi Chiic
Chan Nho: “Tén tiéu bach kiém ma lao Iita troc dan dén la ai vay?”
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Chic Chan Nho nhin y 16n 1én tir bé, biét tinh tinh y, voi no6i: “Dé la sw dé
cuda tru tri, Liéu Nhién dai sw, van du hai ngoai méi ve.”

C0 Quan tham nghi: “Phap danh ché ma gi vay, vira nghe da thay xui xéo.”

Ai ngo y khong théem gdp ngudi ta, nguwoi ta lai khang khang mu6n dén
tredc mat y.

Chuong 25: Tuong ly

Liéu Si phuwong triegng dan su dé tiéu bach kiém tdi, chap tay thi 1€ véi Co
Quan, cuwoi ra mot déa long trdo cic nd ro: “Nhiéu nam khong gap, Hau gia
phong thai van nhw xwra, that si 1a may man cua giang son Dai Luong ta.”
(Long trdo cuc — Aloe Arborescens Mill 1a 1 loai cdy gan giong 16 hoi)

CO Quan nhin khuén mat xau xi cta 6ng ta ma dau da day, nghi bung:
“Khong phai sao, con chwa bi 6ng raa chét dau.”

Puwong nhién, than 1a An Dinh hau, y khong tién boc dong ma gay su vo ¢,
it nhat ngoai mat phai dang hoang, 1ap tirc chi hoi gat dau vai than sac than
nhién: “Nho phuc dai suw.”

Hoa thugng mat trang mi thanh muc ti Liéu Nhién kia cling chao theo, lai
chi cwoi diu dang khong 1én tiéng, C6 Quan khong nhin dwgce nhin han mot
cai.

Liéu Si giai thich: “Hau gia dirng trach, s dé ta tuy ngd tinh rat tot, tinh
nghién Phat phap, nhung dang tiéc trgi sinh la ngwoi tu bé khau thién.”

Co0 Quan strng so6t, Liéu Nhién nay vay ma la mot nguwdi cam.

Liéu Nhién hoa thwong tién 1én mot budc, chia hai tay t6i C6 Quan. Hoa
thwvong nay trang dén co ho 16a mat, khién mat mi cang den hon, twa mot
khtic g6 chay thanh than nam ngang trén nén tuyét, néu khong phai la mot
hoa thwong, tat c6 mai téc dai den nhw nét muc, lai thém moi héng rang
trang, qua thy'c nhw mot yéu vat lam bang sit trang vay.
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C6 Quan hoi nhiu may, nghi bung: “Tinh lam gi day, khai quang cho ta
ha?”

Liéu Si hoa thwgng ndi: “Hau gia ganh vac sy an 6n cta bién cwong, it
ngay nita chac han lai phdi rgi kinh, sw dé mudn cau phtc chic an cho
ngai.”

Co6 Quan mim cwoi: “Lam phién dai sw, nhung khong can dau — ta chua
tirng doc kinh ngay nao, cling chwa tirng thap mét nén nhang, khong di
qudy ray Phat t6 ldo nhan gia dau.”

Liéu Si: “A di da Phat, Phat phap vo6 bién, pho d6 chiing sinh, Hau gia néi
thé 1a sai r6i.”

C06 Quan nghe thdy bon chit “A di da Phat” thi da rat muén danh nguoi,
kién nhan da dén cyc han, khong con muén néi nham véi ho nita, vé mat
than nhién bo lai mot cau: “Hoang thugng con dang cho, ta khong tri hoan
thém nita, ngay khac sé bai phéng dai su, xin 16i khong hau dwoc.”

No6i xong y lién 16i Treong Canh theo Chiic Chan Nho di vao cung dién,
Treong Canh vo6 tinh quay dau lai nhin thoang qua, thdy Liéu Nhién hoa
thwgng kia chang may may bi anh hwéng bdi thai do cia Co6 Quan, van
thanh kinh nhw quy dwdgi Phat t0 toa, miéng lam bam khong tiéng, phang
phat mudn khong phan bua gi ma gan s6 ménh cau dugc 1én Cé Quan dang
cang lic cang xa.

Tin hay khong do nguoi, do hay khong do ta.

Trwong Canh dang that than, tay dot nhién bi ngudi ta kéo mot cai, Co
Quan thdp giong noéi vé khong vui: “Hoa thugng c6 gi dep ma nhin, nhin
nhiéu mu mat day.”

Truong Canh ngoan ngoan vang 10i thu tam mat lai, héi C6 Quan: “Nghia
phu, vi dai su kia ndi ngwoi con phai roi kinh, la that a?”

C6 Quan: “Um.”

Truong Canh truy hoi: “Khi nao?”
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“Chua r6,” C6 Quan noéi, “Phai xem y Hoang thugng — néu ta di roi, trong
hau pha nguwoi 16n nhat, nguoi dinh doat, c6 chuyén gi khong hiéu, cit trao
doi vGi Vuong thuc.”

Chuyén ngoan ngoan hoc hanh, chuyén tam tap vo no kia, C6 Quan khong
dan, bai vi tai phwong dién nay, Truong Canh that sy ty gidc dén mirc ké
lam trwdng boi y day cling cam thay xau ho.

Truwong Canh nghe thé lap ttc ngan ra, mot lac lau mdéi khé khan héi:
“Nghia phu khong dinh dan con di a?”

“Ha?” C6 Quan khong hiéu gi hét, néi, “Dan nguoi di lam gi?”
Truwong Canh khyng budc.
Trwdc hém nay, Treong Canh chwa bao gio nghi dén con cé viéc nay.

Tir Nhan Ho6i dén kinh thanh, C6 Quan van luon dan y theo bén canh,
Truwong Canh can ban khong y thitc dwge, mot khi tiéu nghia phu lai lan
nita linh binh 1én Tay Bac, hai nguwdi sé cach nhau quéa ntta non séng Trung
Nguyeén.

Chi chép mat, trong long Truwong Canh chgt hiéu ra, dot nhién lién twdng
dén mot chuoi viéc — trong mat nghia phu, sg rang minh cling chi 1a mot
dia tré van khong thanh vo khéng tuwu, twéng si dén bién cuong deo dao
deo thuong mac do giap, chit ai lai dan theo mot gia quyén lién luy?

Twong lai Co Quan dén bién cwong Tay Bac, néu bén kia binh an vo s, c6
1& con c6 thé m6t nam vé kinh bado cdo mot lan, néu hoi mat yén 6n, thi
chwa biét chac phai ¢ d6 dén bao gig, hién gio minh tinh tron da mwdoi bon
tudi roi, thoi gian thiéu nién tredc khi déi mi con may nam dau?

Pén ldac d6 y sé phai roi khéi vong tay che chd ctia An Binh hau, mot minh
don khoi hau phu. Y sé c6 mét hw danh la lung, séng trong kinh thanh trong
vang...

Nghia phu r6i cling sé phdi cwdi vg sinh con, dén lic dé, ngudi con nhé téi
ganh nang nho nam dy ném lai hau pha nudi tha khong?
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Ho goi nhau la phu t¥, nhung thi ra duyén phan twa nhw bac den cii chi con
dai mot tac, vira dot lién chay hét, chi c6 y mai dam chim trong gidc mong
dia ctru thién treong.

Vira nghi thé, ca hoang cung nhu déu bién thanh mot ham bang khong 10,
dong tron y @ bén trong.

C0 Quan thay y d6t nhién dirng lai, lién quay dau nghi hodc nhin y.

Trwong Canh nhat thoi hoi hoang hot budt miéng noéi: “Con cling mudn
theo nguwdi dén bién cwong, con co thé tong quan!”

CO Quan nghi bung: “DPting 10n x6n nita, bitng nguwoi ra ngoai dao mot
vong cling kho nhw vay, thi tong quan cai gi chit?”

Nhung qua non nita nam, y dai khai da tim dwgc mdt chut bi quyét lam
tredng boi, khong hé da kich Trwong Canh ngay tredc mat, chi cwdi co vii
vdi vé gia bo qua mic, trong hoi khoa trvong: “Tot 1am, twong lai lam linh
cho ta di tiéu dién ha.”

Truwong Canh: “...”

Hién nhién, C6 Quan tim dwgc chinh la bi quyét lam trwdng boi cia mot
dita bé bon tu6i, muén mat mwoi nam.

Mot bau quyén luyén tuyét vong cta Treong Canh bi doi phwong nhe ténh
day veé, hoan toan khong coi la that.

Thé la thiéu nién im lang, khong dau tranh mot cach v6 vi nita, nhin cham
cham béng lung cao to cia C6 Quan, giong nhw nhin mot canh ctra chat
hep ca doi khong qua duogc.

Hoang dé Long An Ly Phong la huynh tredng trén danh nghia ctia Truong
Canh, nhung trén twéng mao, khong nhin ra hai nguwdi c6 mot chit quan hé
huyét théng, Hoang thwgng trong giong tién dé hon.

Tinh ra thi day la lan thit hai Trwedng Canh gdp han, so véi lan trwdc binh
hoang ma loan, lan nay thay rd hon, tdn hoang vira qua tudi nhi 13p, chinh
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la do tudi dep nhat trong cudc doi mot nam nhan, c6é dién mao doan chinh,
du khéng phdi la Hoang dé, chi nhin twéng mao thi cd doi cling chang that
bai duoc.

Trwong Canh rat can than, dac biét 1a sau khi dén kinh thanh, cang gidi
tham do 10i no6i sac mat. Cé6 Quan it dé cap, song Tham tién sinh khong
kiéng ki nhiéu nhw thé, cling am tham phan nan vé Hoang thwong, rat dé
khién nguwoi ta lién twéng dén mot hinh twgng cay doc hep hoi, nhung ky
thuc khong phai vay.

C6 Quan con chwa budc chan vao, Hoang dé Long An da phan pho noi thi
bén canh di lay chau than, miéng con noi: “Ta da bao vé6i ho la hoang thiic
nhat dinh dén s6m ma, mau vao day cho am, nhin ngwoi la ta thay lanh.”

Hoang dé Long An goi y la “hoang thuc” , ky thyc khong hgp 1€ phép lam,
bdi vi C6 Quan du sao ciing khong mang ho Ly, nam dé tién dé yéu
thwong, lic riéng tw tuy tién néi mot chat roi théi, Hoang thwong lai gity
nguyeén thoi quen than mat tw khi con nho nay.

O trwdc midt C6 Quan hin khong hé xung trdm, trong nhiét tinh mang theo
chit than mat tuy y, khéng nhw doi dai than tw, trai lai nhw la mot nguoi
nha vay.

“Tiéu Treong Canh ciling t6i day,” Ly Phong nhin Truwong Canh, than thg,
“Nguoi thiéu nién dung that 1a thay doi moi ngay, lan tridc gap con chwa
cao thé dau — Ta mdi ké vi, ludn nom nép lo sg, may thang nay sit dau mé
tran, cling khong chu y dén nguoi, lai diy dé hoang huynh nhin ky xem

2

nao.

Treong Canh von da chuan bi san sang khong dwgc chao dén, ngo dau
Hoang thwgng gidu kin sy “khong chao don” nhu thé, dén mitc y hoan toan
khong cam nhan dugc.

Hoang thanh dé d6 nay, an thu déu che giau, thoat nhin ai cting hoa thuan
vui ve.

https://thuviensach.vn



Co Quan va Hoang thwgng tiy y tan gau vai cau, thinh thoang hoi tc thoi
tho du mot chit, Hoang dé Long An lién chuyén sang “tién li xi” chuan bi
cho Truwong Canh.

Trwong Canh la mot da hai tr 16n 1én & Nhan Ho6i trdn, chua tirng tiép xtc
v6éi nhan tinh thé c6, cling chwa tirng thdy canh doi, chi biét “vo cong
khong nhan 16c¢” , nghe Chic Chan Nho béo tirng viéc, co ho hoi bat an,
hoai nghi C6 Quan sang sém 16i y day dan vao cung, chinh la dé tim Hoang
thugng thu to!

Hoang dé Long An vui vé hoa nha hoi tién dé doc sach tap vo ctia Trwong
Canbh, lai néi: “Ngwoi la hau nhan Ly gia ta, sau nay can phai cham chi, c6
ban linh, dé twong lai phan wu cho hoang huynh — Truwong Canh sau nay
muon lam gi?”

Trewong Canh nhin C6 Quan mot cai, néi: “Twong lai nguyén lam than vé
cta Dai sodi, theo hau bén canh, m@ mang bd co6i cho Hoang thuwong.”
Hoang dé Long An cudi to, thoat nhin long tdm rat vui, lién tuc khen
Truong Canh co6 chi khi.

C0 Quan & bén bung tra 1én uéng cho tron hong, khong noi xen, chi cwoi,
cwoi dén tit cd mat, am ap vo cung.

“Ai hau ha ai?” Trong long y bat dac di nghi.

Vira bt dac di, y lai vira cam thdy xudi tai, sang khodi tir tai vao long, ngay
ca van xui ti tay hoa thuwgng ban ndy cling bi quét sach.

Hoang dé Long An lai néi nhw dua: “No6i thi nhw vay, nhung cac twéng si
bién cwong rat kho, nghia phu nguwoi nao nd dé nguoi di chiu tdi?”

Co Quan biét Hoang thugng dang vong vo canh cdo minh, hét sitc tinh mat
tiép 1oi: “Néu than dam dwa tiéu hoang t¥ 1én sa truong, Hoang thuwgng lam
huynh tredng 1a ngwdi dau tién khong tha cho than.”

Hoang dé Long An vira long, vay tay goi Chic Chan Nho: “Sit gia cua
Gido hoang Tay Dwong lan trwdc tang mot cai dong ho to, con to hon ca
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gia son & ngy hoa vién, y nhw mét can lau nho, moi nita canh gio bén trong
sé c6 i r6i ra biéu dién ca mua, ndo nhiét lam, ngwoi dan Triwong Canh di
xem cho biét, tram va hoang thtic tan gau vai cau.”

Truwong Canh biét ho cé chinh sw can ban, 1ap tic thivc thoi di theo Chic
Chan Nho.

Chic Chan Nhé hét sitc an can véi tit dién ha c6 tri thitc hiéu 1é nghia, than
thé phitc tap nay, dan y dén thang noan cac.

“Noan cac” la mot hoa vién khép kin, bén ngoai 16t gach liru ly mau sac sac
s¥, noi thong gi6 déu lap 1o swdi hoi nwdc, bén trong bon mua nhw xuan,
hoa r6 nhw gdm.

Cai dong ho ma Hoang dé Long An no6i ké ngay chinh gitta, nhv mot cai
kinh chiéu anh giita viing son da.

Trewong Canh cdm khai mdot chut vé sy khéo 1éo ctua thg Tay Duwong, nhung
giong voi da s6 nguwoi Trung Nguyén, y cling khong thé thich may cai tranh
vé dam mau d6, méi la qua di, nhanh chéng mat hitng thd, &nh mat dirng &
mot goc nodn cac — noi d6 c6 ngwoi, chinh la Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng ban
nay gap go trén duong.

Liéu Nhién khong néi dugc, nhe nhang gio tay ra ddu, tiéu sa di bén canh
1ap tic tién 1én chao, noéi: “T& dién ha, Chiic cong cong, tbi va su thiic nho
Théanh thwong an dién, & lai ngy hoa vién ngam canh, trén duwong gap Nguy
vuong, st phu di n6i chuyén vGi Nguy vuong, ching toi cho nguoi ¢ day,
hi vong khong lam mat nha hitng ctia ti¢ dién ha.”

Treong Canh nho nha 1é d6 néi: “Quay ray dai sw r6i.”

Liéu Nhién lai ra hiéu, bat ké han lam gi déu c6 mot loai tién khi nhw may
bay nwdc chdy, lam cho ngudi ta khong hé cam thay sy mat ty nhién cta
nha sw cam nay. Tiéu sa di giai thich: “Sw thic n6i nguwdi nhin thay ti dién
ha lién cam thay hgp y, bdo ngai néu sau nay roi rai, thi dén Ho Quoc ty
ngo6i mot lic, nhat dinh sé 14y tra ngon thét dai.”
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Treong Canh khach khi né6i: “Pwong nhién ro6i.”

Liéu Nhién hoa thwong chia tay ra cho Truwong Canh, Triong Canh khong
rd nguyén nhan, do dy mdt chit r6i dva tay ra.

Liéu Nhién lién viét vao long ban tay y: “Pién ha tin nga Phat hay khong?”

Truwong Canh khong ghét hoa thuwgng nhw C6 Quan, khi chat xuat thé thanh
tinh trén nguwoi nhitng tang nhan nay lam cho y vira gdp lién sinh hdo cam.

Nhung y cling khong hé tin ngudng, bdi vi khong c6 khai niém, khong biét,
nén khong ndi dén tin hay khong.

Trwong Canh khong muon lam mat mat Liéu Nhién ngay & day, thé nén chi
CU0i.

Liéu Nhién lap tirc sang td, khong lay lam gian, nguwgc lai 16 ra mot chuit
twoi cuwoi, viét tirng chit trong 1ong ban tay Trwong Canh: “Khong biét kho
dau, khong tin than phat, hanh thay, dai thién.” (O day tac gia choi chi,
liéu nhién c6 nghia la sang td)

Truong Canh sttng so6t. Thiéu nién nhin vao doi mat nhw bao trum van vat
cta hoa thuwgng cam, dot nhién cam thay can bénh tram kha trong long
minh bi d6i phwong nhin thau; nhat thoi, O nhi cét, TG Nuwong, xuat than
that gia kho phan, y nghi xang bay kho6 long mé miéng, tit ca déu nhw nwéc
chdy lué6t qua trong long y, bi tdm chit “khong biét khé dau, khong tin than
phat” kia mot miii tén dam xuyeén.

Liéu Nhién chap tay thi 1€, toan roi di.

Trewong Canh dot nhién goi giat lai: “Pai sw, sau nay ta sé dén H6 Quoc tw
bai hoi.”

Liéu Nhién cwdi cwoi, dan tiéu sa di ung dung budc di.

Chinh Itc nay, dong ho trong noan cac do chudng, tiéng nhac nhe nhang
vang lén, Treong Canh quay dau lai, thdy dong hé mdé ra mwoi hai canh cira
nho, chui ra muwdi hai con r6i go be bé, con kéo dan, con khiéu vii, con co6
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con cat giong ca vang, hoan hoan hi hi hat hét mot khic, cti minh chao, roi
lai quay nguoi tré ve trong canh cita.

Ndo nhiét deu da ket thuc.

Sau hom nay, C6 Quan séng nhitng ngay con di s6ém vé khuya hon hom
tredc — y ctia Hoang dé Long An la phai y thay mat Pai Lwong, ky két hiép
wéc thong thuong voi st gia cua Gidao hoang Tay Duong, hién tai mé mot
khu chg & bién canh Tay Vuc, néu thuan lgi thi lai mé rong thwong 16 hon.

Ctr thé, y lap tic phai chuan bi khéi hanh. C6 Quan mot ngay phai mdy ban
chay qua chay lai gitta kinh thanh va Bac dai doanh, treéc khi di con phai
gidi quyét chuyén Ho6 bo, doi chat lwgng ti lwu kim phan cho quan doi nam
nay, ban t6i may t6i mat.

Ngay muoi sau thang Giéng, C6 Quan va Tham Dich nhw thwong 1€ vé
muon. Pa quyét dinh hom sau sé roi kinh, hai nguwdi c6 mét sé viéc phai
thwong lwong, lién cung nhau tr@ vé hau phu.

Tham Dich: “Sao Hoang thugng giao cd Gia Lai Huynh Hodc cho chiing ta
ap giai, khong sg ching ta nita dwong trém lam thit thé t& moi ro kia?”

C6 Quan cuoi kho noi: “Hoang thuwgng bac bo tdu chwong nam nay tang
lwgng tir Ivu kim phan phoi cua ta, néi la Linh Xu vién hoc 1én dwgc mot
loai khoi 16i méi tir nguwai Tay, cé thé trong trot thay con ngudi, than ky vo
cung, san luwgng cé thé tang thém mot nira, nam nay tinh pho bién & Giang
Nam triedc — T Iwu kim lai thém mot choé dung, that sw khong chia dwoc
nita, ta cé thé néi gi day? Huyén Thiét doanh con c6 thé tranh lgi véi dan
sao? Hoang thwgng lai néi, Huyén Thiét doanh la qudc chi lgi khi, du thiéu
ai cling khong thé thiéu chiing ta, thé nén cho ching ta mot phan ma nguoi
man cong thém, nguwoi néi ta con ddm dong vao thé ti ngwdi man khong?”

Y cia Hoang dé Long An rat rd rang — Gia Lai thé t& rung mot sgi tdc, thi
dam quai vat bang sat cia Huyén Thiét doanh khéi dung t& lwu kim nita,
C0 Quan nguoi ty day di.
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Tham Dich nghi mét chit, khong biét néi gi, danh phai titc dén phi cuoi.
Hai nguoi lwét qua thiét khoi 16i trong cita hau phu, Tham Dich héi: “Dung
r6i, chuyén nguwoi ngay mai phdi roi kinh, da néi véi tt dién ha chwa?”

C6 Quan sO sO mui.

Tham Dich: “Sao?”

C0 Quan ha giong, ri tai y: “Ta ndi véi y la ta di Hwong Son véi Hoang
thuong, téi mai khong vé, 1at niva 16 nhv gap y, nhé dirng lam 16.”

Tham Dich tram mac giay lat, cdm khai: “... Dai sodi, nguoi thuc sy gan
lam!”

C0 Quan ciing kho nao lam, ttr khi y vo tinh dé 16 chuyén minh c6 thé phai
vé bién cwong, Trweong Canh khac thwong han, trwde kia luyén vo cham
chi, hién tai thanh liéu mang, hom trwéc con lam c6 tay chan thuong, sung
nhw cai man thau, budi chiéu lai bat chap tat cd ma di ban tén, doa sw phu
day v0 nghé phéi ngay ngay tim C6 Quan ta toi.

CO Quan cdm thay Trwong Canh hoi dinh minh qud, phu t& nha nguoi ta
cling bu6n non nhw vay sao?

Ao bdng qua 4m, 1am y va mo hoi, that sy’ 1a mot ganh ning thoai mai.

Hai nguoi séng vai di vao hau phu, vira vao ctra, lai phat hién gio nay ma
hau phu con dén dudc sang trung, chua ai di nga ca.

Mot tiéu nha dau xinh nhw hoa tir bén trong lao ra nhw phao, quay dau lai
goi: “Pai ca dai ca, Hau gia vé r6i!”

Co Quan stng sot nghi bung: “Hau phu tir khi nao c6 c6 nwong roi, chang
1é goc lieu dai thu ngoai cong da thanh tinh?”

Nhin k§ méi phat hién “tiéu nha dau” lai la Tao Nwong T, ga an van 10ng
lay nhw mét tiéu nrong ti, con la mét tiéu nwong tit chuan bi hoan hi dén
Tét.

C0 Quan budn byc néi: “Cac nguoi lam gi thé?”
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“Trwong Canh dai ca néi hom nay la tho than Hau gia, dac y dan moi ngwoi
chd ngai vé day.” Tao Nuwong T n6i, “Tham twéng quan cling dén, vira van
c6 thé cung nhau an mi.”

Tham Dich nghe vay dong y ngay: “DPugc, t6i s6ém khéng bang téi ding
lic!”

No6i xong y tit sdu xa nhin C6 Quan, khéo léo dung anh mat bay té y kién —
ten lva dao nay, co ay nay khong?

Chuong 26: Cau Phat
Tho than cda ldo nhan lam 16n, goi la mirng tho, sinh nhat cta hai ti ndo
nhiét, la lai thém mot tu6i khong dé dang, cha me thd phao nhe nhém.

Co Quan khong gia cling chang nhd, ba khong thwong cau khong yéu, néu
y vita van & nha, ldo quan gia con c6 thé nhé sap xép mébt chut giup v,
nhung phan 16n thoi gian y déu di vang, chinh ban than cling ban dén quén
ca ngay muoi sau thang Giéng.

Thye ra thi cling chang c6é gi dang chiic mirng cd, phé phwong chu trong
“nrong nwong mung mot quan muoi lam” , titc la nit sinh mung mot nam
sinh mwoi lam déu t6t, y von cé thé dé vao dém Nguyén tich dai pha dai
quy, lai ndm trong bung me thém may canh gi®, du thay la ménh xau troi
sinh.

Tao Nwong Tw chang nhitng tw chai chudt, con cung bon Truwdong Canh 16i
ca khoi 16i hau kiém ra giay vo mét phen.

Ho t6 hai cai ma hong moc mac cho da du than kia, khong biét kiém dau ra
may manh to lua cii rich, tr6i go canh tay sat ctia no lai.

Khoi 16i hau kiém dén hoa ruc rd bung mot bat mi trong tay, ngo ngac cung
C0 Quan nhin nhau, trén khuén mat den si giong nhw cé sv tai than khong
noi ra dugc.
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Co Quan thap giong mang: “Quan khon nan, khoi 16i hau kiém dé cac
nguoi gion nhw vay ha?”

Cat Ban Tiéu x6ng lén chia cong lao: “Hau gia, ma hong la nha dau dom t6,

')’

Itra ndu mi la ta nhém, tritng ga trong mi la dai ca dap day

CO Quan nhat thoi lai c6 chit cau né, chi cdm thdy hau phua quanh qué
nhiéu nam thoang cai ndo nhiét dén mitc y cling c6 phan khéng nhan ra.

Trwong Canh: “Nghia phy, dn mi xong réi hang vao ctra.”

C0 Quan: “Dugc.”

Y bung bat 1én, nhin Tredng Canh mot cai, cd y vét tritng ga ra an trudc,
miéng dau tién da can trdang vo tritng citng ngac, nhwng y khong lam am
1én, nhai nat nudt luén ca vo, nhu la tdm doi chwa an com, chang may choc
da danh sach mot bat mi, nwéc cling hip hét.

Tt xwra 6n nhu hirong 1la mo anh hing, Cé6 Quan moi lan roi kinh dé6 khong
vudng ban, chi co6 lan nay long day phién mudn.

Kha nang la vi méi lan déu la “vé” bién cwong, chi c6 lan nay la xa nha.
Tiéc thay, ditng néi si phién mudn 6n nhu nay, dau rudt gan dit tirng khuc,
cling dirng hong gilt chan dwgc An Dinh hau.

Ngay hom sau, C6 Quan nhw khong c6 viéc gi ma chuan bi ra ngoai, rét
cudc khong chao Trwong Canh, m6t minh dén Bac dai doanh, ngoanh lai
thoang nhin vé hudng kinh thanh.

Pang tiéc, tir noi xa nhw vay, y chi cé thé thap thoang trong thay moi Khai
Dién lau.

Tham Dich di dén bén canh y, hoi: “Pai sodi, lwong tam 1én tiéng roi a?”
C0 Quan thd dai: “Lan sau tréd vé khong chirng lai khong nhan ta nita, 6i,
cai danh nghia phu nay luén lung lay chyc dé... i thoi.”

Huyén Thiét doanh xuat phat, tdc phong nghiém tdc, phang phat nhw 16¢
xo0dy mau den nghién qua khong lwu tinh chit nao, moi nguwdi déu khong
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kim dwgc tranh xa.

Ho phai ap giai thé t toc Thién Lang lén phwong Bac, r6i lai dén thang
Tay bién, tiéu sat sa phi & Tay Vuc, cam doan con dwong to lua c6 thé an
toan thong suot.

Ngay thit hai sau khi ho di, Trweong Canh nhw thuong 1€ ddy s6m, nhéd Co
Quéan khong & nha, lai van khong nhin dwoc dat thiét khoi 16i dén khoang
san khong mot bong nguwdi, mot minh luyén kiém so chiéu véi né, lai mot
minh an bita sang.

Trudc khi di, y ngdng dau 1én, nhin thay hoa mai trong vién da né.

Hom trwéc maGi do tuyét, trén canh hoa dong mot 16p swong long lanh,
Truwong Canh cang nhin cang cdm thdy thich, lién khong nhin dugc bé hai
canh, y nghi dau tién cta y vinh vién la giit lai cho C6 Quan, du biét nghia
phu trong dam ba hom chwa chac sé vé, van can than phay swong trén dau
canh, muon tim binh hoa bé vao phong C6 Quan.

Pang ti€c, phong C6 Quan rong nhu vay ma so vdi mat con sach sé hon, y
tim mot vong, nhung ngay ca binh rigu cé thé cam hoa ciing khong thay.
Truwong Canh day ctta s6 ra, goi ldao quan gia: “Vwong ba, cé binh hoa
khong?”

Quén gia dap mot tiéng di tim, Trweong Canh lién cam hai canh hoa mai &
trong phong C6 Quan nhin ngang ng6 doc.

Dot nhién, anh mat y ding & dau giwvong Co Quan, thoang stng sot —
khong thay tdm ho ctru gitip ca gian phong ngu déu c6 vé dang gia hon.

Lic nay, Vuong ba cam binh hoa st men xanh di dén, cudi néi vGi Truong
Canh: “Tt dién ha, ngai xem cai nay dugc khéng? Dé dau thi thich hgp?”
Trewong Canh nhin cham cham dau givong trong khong, héi: “Vuwong b4,
tam ho ctru ctia Hau gia sao cat sGm vay?”
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Khée mat Vwong béa hoi giat nhe, cé chit mat tw nhién dap: “Khong phai
Hau gia ra ngoai véi Hoang thuwgng sao, chac la mang di r6i.”

Long Trwong Canh tit tr chung xudng.

Pém Trir tich, huyén wng di theo C6 Quan tirng cho y biét — Pai soai ¢ kinh
thanh chwa tirng mac quan 4o mua déng, chi c6 xuat quan gap bao tuyét
m&i thinh thoadng 14y ra.

Hom Trw tich y da cam thay hoi ky la, C6 Quan da khong mac quan 4o mua
dong, thi vi sao phdi treo mot tdim ho ctru & bén ngoai? Chuan bi dung lam
gi? Nhung khi d6 nhon nhao 16n x0n, y lai bi &c mong qudy ray, dau 6c
khong tinh tdo 1am, khong hé suy nghi can than.

Trewong Canh chgt quay dau lai, giong kho khoc nhw day cung kéo cang:
“Vwong ba, nghia phu rét cudc di dau roi? Ong dirng thay ta khong thich ra
ngoai ma gat, ta cling biét Hrong Son con chwa xa bang Bac dai doanh
dau.”

Vuong ba gio binh hoa, chan tay luéng cuéng dirng do.

C0 Quan lam chwéng quay phui tay di sach sé, mac ké tat cd, 1do quan gia
ngay tir dau da doan dwgc s6m mudn ciing cé vu nay, nhung khéng ngo lai
nhanh nhu vay.

Trwong Canh hit sdu mot hoi, thap giong hoi: “Y da khéi hanh roi kinh dén
bién cwong roi sao? Di dau? Phia Bac hay phia Tay?”

Ldo quan gia xau ho cuwoi xoa: “Viéc quan vu, lao né cling khong hiéu...
Dién ha, t6i thay Hau gia ciing 1a khong muon dé ngai ban tam...”

Trwong Canh “Rac” mot tiéng bé gdy canh hoa trong tay, ngat tirng chi
néi: “Khong phai y so ta ban tdm, ma la sg ta du chét du song nhat dinh doi

di theo thoi.”

L.do quan gia ngam miéng.
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Treong Canh tuy trén danh nghia 1a con nudi cia C6 Quan, nhung du
khong ai chao dén, chung quy van mang ho Ly, twong lai tot xau gi ciing la
mot Quan veong. Lao quan gia dau dau vo cung, cdm thay chd nhan khong
phuc hau nha minh 1am tran lui bwdc, ném cu khoai lang phong tay nay cho
minh, chuan bi san sang bi trut gian.

Nhung dgi rat 1au ma Treong Canh khong néi tiéng nao.
Nhitng om som kéu gao tich tu ra déu don nén trong long Truwong Canh.

Khéng chi 1a vi C6 Quan dét nhién khong tir ma biét, du sao thi y bi Co
Quan Itra dau chi mot lan, s6m da thanh quen, dang ly nén binh tinh.

Nhwng lan nay, nhitng bat an va nén néng tit khi vao kinh van chat chita
trong long rot cudc kiém ché khong dugc, vd dé xo ra.

Trong long Truwong Canh ky thire sang nhw guwong, y ludn biét rd, sy ton tai
ctia minh v6i ai cling la du thtra, y vo tinh bi cuén vao, dinh trwéc la mot
quan c0 rau ria, sé nhw than & duwdi con song ngam noi Nhan Hoi tran, than
bat do ky bi cudn di.

Y lai bi sy yén vui cta canh thai binh gia tao nhitng ngay qua che mat, sinh
ra long tham, muon bat 1y mot chut gi do, ltva minh doi ngudi, cw tuyét suy
nghi chuyén vé sau.

“Ngwoi mudn gi day?” Truong Canh dé tay 1én nguce tw héi, “Nghi nhiéu
qua roi.”

Nhwng méc cho trong long kinh dao hai lang, d6i mat vdi ldo quan gia toc
bac da mo6i, Truedng Canh lai khéng néi gi ca.

Lao quan gia nom ndp lo sg¢ hoi: “Dién ha...”

Treong Canh im lang 1ay binh hoa trong tay 6ng, can than cat stta nhanh
hoa bi y bé gdy, cam va dat trén ban C6 Quan, thap giong noéi: “Lam
phién.”

No6i xong, y lién quay ngudi di ra ngoai.
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Truwong Canh roi khéi phong C6 Quan lién khong nhin duwge chay di, khoi
16i hau kiém cting bi bo lai.

Cat Ban Tiéu cam trong tay mot cai hop ti lvu kim khong biét thao tir dau,
dang di ra ngoai, sugt qua ngwdi Trwdng Canh, budn buc néi: “Oi, dai

»

Cd...

Truwong Canh twa ho khong nghe thay, chay vu qua nhw mot con gié, lao
vao phong minh, tr¢ tay khoa ctra lai.

Co6 mot diem Co6 Quan thich nhdt ¢ y, Truong Canh la ngwdi nhan nghia
troi sinh, du phan nd vo cung, y ciing khong cach nao trit vao ké vo can, vé
phuwong dién nay, Tu Nwong khong thé khong c6 cong, sy nguge dai muoi
mdy nam nhu mot ngay cta ba ta di luyén thanh sy nhan nai kinh nguai
choy.

Dong thi, O nhi ¢t tit nhé chén gidu trong than thé thidu nién cling nhw
mot goc thue vat can twdi doc, dan dan nd ra déa hoa dit ton.

Truwong Canh bat dau khong thé noéi, nguwe nhw bi cy thach dé 1én, toan than
cang nhw mot cuc sat ri, chan khong tw chu dwgc run ray.

Tai y vang ong ong, y hoang sg phat hién tirng dgt cam xuc bao ngugc xa la
tlr nguwe cuon cudn lao ra khap noi, vo tinh siét tay thanh tiéng, lan dau tién
tinh tdo ném trdi cam giac bi bong de.

Truwong Canh cam nhan dwgc ro nét, trong long minh nhw c6 mot ban tay
vo hinh, dang citng nhac x6a hét tat ca tinh cdm am ap.

M6i dau, Truong Canh y thiéc rd rang, kinh hon tang dam nghi: “Pay 1a O
nhi cot v? Ta lam sao r6i?”

Rét nhanh, ngay ca hoang sg cling bién mat, y thitc tré nén mo ho, y bat
dau khong rd minh dang & noi nao, trong dau ngan van tang suy nghi nhw
thay triéu 1én xudng that thwong, sat y méng lung v6 cd sinh ra.

Y lic thi nghi C6 Quan di r6i, khong can y nita, lic lai phdng phéat nhin
thdy C6 Quan ding & trwedc mat, khuén mat khéng cam xtc trao phing s
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vO nang vo luc caa y.

T4t ca cam xtc tiéu cuc trong long Trudng Canh bi O nhi c6t phat tac ting
1én tram ngan lan.

Gio khac nay, C6 Quan giong nhw khong con la tiéu nghia phu y can than
nang niu trong long, ma la m6t ctru nhan y vo cung oan han, gap rit mudn
bat 14y, hung tgn lam nhuc.

Truwong Canh nam chat tan dao deo tridc nguwe, ngon tay bi tan dao da mai
bang gdc canh thit ra vét mau.

Chit dau dén ro nét di thuong trong suw chét lang vo han nay da thitc tinh
Treong Canh, y theo ban nang tim dwgc mot dwdng ra, mudi ngén cam
chat vao thit, dé lai mot chuoi vét thwong mau thit bay nhay trén canh tay
minh.

Cho dén khi O nhi c6t phét tic dan dan ditng lai, thi mét troi da nga ve Tay.
Quan 4o Truwong Canh w6t siing mo hoi lanh, trén tay cho nao cling dam dia
mau tuwoi, y kiét sttc dwa vao canh ctra, nhin chung da linh giao uy luc cta
O nhi c6t, m&i biét suy nghi cho ring O nhi cét chinh 1a thit gdy 4c mong
trwdc kia ngay tho dén mitc nao.

Lan nay Tu Nwong khong tha ha lwu tinh véi y.

Pam nguoi lao quan gia thay y rat 1au khong ra, gé ctra cling khong dap, da
sém lo lang v6 cung, quanh quan mai bén ngoai, cach mot hoi sé goi y mot
tiéng.

Chat nhan khi nay gidp Trudng Canh dé chiu hon, mi mat y chép nhe, mot
giot mo hoi lanh tr trén tran lan xudng, roi 1én hang mi, trfiu nang lam y
suyt nita khong md& n6i mat: “Ta khéng sao, dé ta yén mét lic di.”

“Pa mot ngay r6i ngai chwa an gi,” Lao quan gia noi, “Néu Hau gia & day,
nhat dinh khong danh long nhin thdy dién ha giay vo than thé minh nhw vay
dau — cho du uéng bat chao ciling dugc, hay la 1do n6 bung vao cho ngai
nhé?”
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Ca thé xac lan linh hon Treong Canh déu mét 1tt, nghe nhac t6i C6 Quan,
lién im ldng doc tham tén y hai lan, c6 x6c lai tinh than noi: “Khong sao
dau Vuong b4, néu doéi, bubi téi ta sé ty tim thitc an khuya, khong can quan
tam dén ta.”

Ldo quan gia nghe y ndi tuy nho nhung mach lac ly 18, cling khong tién
khuyén nita, danh phai quay ngudi khoat tay goi lao boc hau ha Truong
Canh cung Tao Nwong Tt va Cat Ban Tiéu dang tho dau dom, tat ca vira di
vira ngoanh lai may ban.

Trwong Canh ngoi dwa ctta, vira ngang dau lién nhin thay kién giap Co6
Quan treo ¢ dau givong.

Thi d6 den si lanh bang, dang vé bat can nhan tinh, nhwng la nguyén chu

dé lai cho y hong xua tan 4&c mdng.

Khong biét ngoi bao 1au, chdu than trong phong mégi dan dan lam &m than
thé lanh 1€o, Trwong Canh da cé chat site lwe, lién bo day don dep lai minh,
thay quan 4o mdi, tim dwgc thudc tri ngoai thwong ngay no luyén kiém bi
thwong su phu cho, rira sach vét thwong can than thoa 1én, thao kién giap
ctia Co6 Quan xudng 6m vao long, ngira mdt nga vat 1én givong.

Y khong khéc.

Co thé 1a khong con sic Iy, cling c6 thé la do vira chdy mau.

Pa chon dwong chdy mau, thi thong thuwdng chang chdy noi nwéc mat, bai
vi mOt ngudi chi cé ti teo nwdc, du sao cling phai nghiéng vé mot phuwong.

Truwong Canh méi giao thu mot 1an véi ké dich dinh trwée phai day dwa ca
doi, thua khong con manh giap, cling duwgc biét vé sy cuwong dai cua doi
phuong.

Nhung ky la la y khong hé s¢ hai, nhuw Iic & Nhan Ho6i tran mot minh doi
madt vOi ngwoi man mac trong giap trong phong Tu Nuong vay.

Y ludn cé thai do 6n hoa, nhung dirng hong cé tht gi khuat phuc duoc vy.

https://thuviensach.vn



A... Trit C6 Quan ra.

Truwong Canh ué odi nghi tham: “Ta han C6 Quan chét di duoc.”

Sau do y tht deo kién gidp cua C6 Quan. Y chua tirtng mac giap try, cling
khong biét c6 vira hay khong, chi cam thay thit nay de trén nguwdi con nang
hon y twéng twong, y khoac giap tru cam dau ngu, trong mong con c6 ngan
van tang gian nan hiém tr& chd doi y.

Ngay hom sau, Treong Canh tuyén bg, y phdi ra ngoai mot chuyén.

Ca hau phu déu kinh ngac — canh twgng dém Trir tich ti dién ha bi Co dai
soai khiéng ra khéi ctta con mén mot tredc mat.

C6 Quan von noi la: “Kéo dai dam ba hom, dén lic d6 du sao ching ta
cling qua bay dai quan dén Bac cwong roi, y khong c6 ché dudi theo, cling
sé ngoan ngoan thoi.”

Nhung con chwa qua dam ba hom, lao quan gia chi sg Trwong Canh mudn
minh chuan bi ngwa dé dudi theo, voi vang than trong néi: “bBién ha, Huyén
Thiét doanh khong nhw quan doi binh thwong, ho di rat nhanh, than tuan
ngan dam ciing du6i khong kip, thém nita trong quan khoéng cho ngudi
khong quan tich & lai, day la quy ca lao Hau gia truyén xu6ng, ngai xem...”
Truwong Canh binh tinh trd 16i: “Vwong b4, ta khong mudn dudi theo gay
phién, ta khong phai la tré con chwa hiéu chuyén.”

Ldo quan gia: “Thé ngai la...”

Treong Canh: “Ta mu6én dén HO Quoc tw bai phong Liéu Nhién dai su,
hém truée da hen v6i nguoi ta r6i.”

Sac mat 1do quan gia lai 1an nita mot 101 kho noéi hét.

Mai kia Dai sodi vé phu, néu phat hién lic ngai vang nha, tiéu dién ha lai
phan quoc thong dich dén miéu hoa thugng...

Ldo quan gia qua thyc khéng dam twdng twong sac mat Co Quan — thé co
khac nao cam sirng dau?
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Nhuwng trirdc mat nhiém vu hang dau la do danh nghia ti* ctia Hau gia vui
mot chut, 1ao quan gia khong c6 cach nao, danh phdi can rang déng y, nhw
lam dai dich diém mét loat gia twéng ho tong Truwong Canh dén H6 Quoc
.

Hung diing nhu tGi gay su vay.

Liéu Nhién hoa thwong da pha tra, thidy Trieong Canh ciing khong hé ngac
nhién, giéng nhu sém doan dugc y sé dén, vui vé moi y ngoi xudng, rot
mot chén tra cho y, lai bao tiéu sa di lay gidy but va chau than dung dé héa
vang tdi, dang vé nhu mudn ban luan 1au.

Chang qua méi hon nira thang khong gap, Liéu Nhién hoa thugng phat hién
vé hoang mang va lo lang trén mat may thiéu nién trwéc mat déu da khong
thdy dau, cd nguoi mang dén sy tram tinh va kién dinh c6 vai phan buon
buc, nhuw con sau héa budm thoét khoi 16p kén dau tién.

Trewong Canh cdm on, nhan tra udng mot ngum, suyt nita thi sac.

Hoa thugng nay lan tredc noéi lay tra ngon thét dai, hoa ra chi la 1oi khach
sdo thoi, pha cho y mot chén khong biét 1a thit gi, dang dén té ca ludi,
chang cé ti mui tra nao.

Truwong Canh: “Cai gi day?”

Liéu Nhién hoa thugng cwoi twoi viét: “Kho dinh, hoat huyét sang mat, trur
phién trg mién.” (Tra kho dinh hay qua 16 con goi la tra dang)

Trewong Canh: “D6 khong phai 1a qua 16 sao? Ta titng uéng ¢ hau phu roi,
hinh nhuw...”

Vi khong c6 buon nén nhw thé nay.

Liéu Nhién: “D¢ la 1a nhd, day la qua 16 1a to.”

L4 to nghe hoi 1gi hai, Trudng Canh vira dinh khen vai cau, lién thdy hoa
thwong kia thanh that viét: “La to ré hon.”

Truwong Canh: “...”
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Y ngam nghia bat tra cua hoa thwgng, bat 1a loai tot, riva cling rat sach,
dang ti€c dung qua lau, kho tranh khéi va cham, da bi mé vai cai.

Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng: “Tang xa tho 1au, dién ha thir 16i.”

Ca kinh thanh déu dé lai cho y mot an twong nggp trong vang son, giong
nhw moi ngwoi déu rat giau, khap thanh toan 1a tro tiéu khién xa xi, nguoi
Tay Duong néi gach trai & dé do Pai Lwong dwgc dat vang, ky thuc khong
khoa triong lam.

Nhung chang hiéu vi sao, may ké Truong Canh biét déu la quy ngheo,
Tham Dich khong can phai néi, troi sinh khuén mat khé qua khon cung cia
nhiéu thé hé ban néng, réi con Co6 dai sodi, tpa ting mot hau phu to dung,
nhwng chi 1a cai xac rong, sang sém mung mot da voi va dan Truong Canh
vao cung tim Hoang thwgng doi tién, hién gio lai thém mot Liéu Nhién hoa
thugng dung bat mé.

Truwong Canh noéi: “HO Quoc tw dén nhang thinh vigng, dai su lai an trong
thanh ban, qua nhién la nguwdi xuat thé tu hanh.”

Liéu Nhién cuoi cuoi, viét: “Hoa thugng vao nam ra bac, nghéo ting da
quen, that 1é v&i quy nhan roi.”

Truwong Canh hoi: “Ta nghe néi dai su con titng ngoi thiét giao dén phién
bang Tay Dwong, la dé tuyén truyén Phat phap sao?”

Liéu Nhién: “Ta tai so hoc thién, khong dam bat chudc cao tang van du thoi
o, di xa chi dé xem thé gigi tt phwong, xem con ngwoi théi.”

Trewong Canh lai ngdm mot ngum kho dinh, cang thwéng thitc cang dang,
khong hé thay vi ngot, danh phai thit vong nudt xudng: “Ta tir nho 16n 1én
& tiéu tran bién thuy, chwa tirng roi khéi manh dat mot mau ba cua tiéu tran,
dén kinh thanh, lai it ra khoi hau phu, cé phai la qua an phan trong mot goc
khong? Nhung ta luon cdm thay hi no ai lac trén doi nay dai dé la giong
nhau, nhin ngwdi khac roi, van chang c6 ché dat minh.”
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Liéu Nhién: “Long c6 mét goc, thi phién ndo bang can phong chi c6 thé
chen trong mét gbc, long c6 t¢ phwong thién dia, phién ndo nhw ndi cling
chdng qua la giot nwéc trong bién ca.”

Treong Canh nghe vay, stng sot hoi 1au, nhin Liéu Nhién hoa thugng tir tir
nhét t gidy da viét chit vao chau than dot sach.

“Pai su, ngay do ngai néi vdi ta, ‘khong biét kho dau, khong tin than phat’,
hién gio ta da biét kho dau, dén xin than phat chi day, liéu c6 thé nhd ngai
chi diém bén mé hay khong?”

Chuong 27: Bé tron

Trong minh minh, c6 1€ cé than linh khong biét tén nao d6 nhac nhé Co dai
soai dang xa tan cudi troi, cho y biét con trai y sap bi mot con Itra troc du di
roi, tom lai sau khi Huyén Thiét doanh xuat phat mot thang, C6 Quan ldc
viét tdu cho Hoang thuwong, vay ma con nhd thuan tién cho Truwong Canh
mot phong thu nha.

Nét chi¥ quen thudoc Truwong Canh tirng nhiéu lan phéng theo lwu loat viét
mady trang, thoat tién ng6n tir khan thiét nhan 16i, sau d6 lai lay 1y 1é thuyét
phuc, tinh cam lay chuyén, khai rd nguyén nhan minh khong tir ma biét,
cudi cung thang than bay té n6i nhé nhung, hon nita hita hen, néu Tay Bac
binh an vo6 su, cu6i nam y nhat dinh vé hau phu don Tét.

Trewong Canh xem tir dau dén cudi, mim cwoi bd sang mét bén, bdi vi dung
dau ngo6n chan ma nghi ciing biét, phong thuw nay nhat dinh khong phai xuat
tir tay An Binh hau.

May 16i buén non nhw “biét ly ngan dam, ca dém tran troc” , “an nhiéu mac
am, chd lo cho ta” gi dé, can ban khong thé ndy mam trong cai dau dat cua
Co6 Quan dugc, sy dong dai gitta nhitng hang chi vira nhin da biét 1a Tham
Dich viét thay.

Nghia phu khon nan cung 1am la chép lai théi.
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Thé nhung Trwong Canh bi ai phat hién, trong long hiéu rd nhu vay, song
vitra nghi dén nhitng chit nay that sy chay ra tir ngoi bt trong tay C6 Quan,
y van khong nhin dugce khac moi mét chit vao mat.

DPang tiéc, Co6 Quan da nuot 101i.

CO Quan ty biét then, lan nay tong c6 Tham Dich tuy tién thay mat y hita
hen, tv minh cam dao, viét mot phong thuw dai 1é thé cho Truwong Canh.
Trewong Canh xem xong gian dén bat cwoi, tuy cdm thdy phong thw nha nay
con rat chan thanh — nhwng C6 Quan that sy khong c6 thién pha do danh ai,
10 rang la dang d6 dau vao Itta ma.

CO dai sodi thoat tién tam chi vo lw ké mot dong viéc vat y tw cho la thu vi,
ha bt ngan cau, lac dé van dam, dén cudi cung méi dung bon chit “quan vu
ban ron” sdo rong dé khai quat nguyén nhan y khong thé vé kinh.

Trewong Canh khong quan tam bo cap & dai mac nwéng an ngon thé nao,
nhung y trede sau tim may lan, thiy chung khéng tim ra mot cau y quan
tam nhat — C6 Quan nam nay khong veé, vay khi nao thi vé duoc?

Nhung sau “quan vu ban ron” chang con gi nita, chi kém thém mot danh
muc qua tang dai thvon thugt ma thoi.

Co6 thé la Co6 Quan cam thay xin 16i trén ngdén ngit khong du chan thanh,
bén dung hanh dong dé bay t6 — y chd hét nhitng moén do tot kiém dugc
trong nam nay vé hau phu, toan bo cho Trwong Canh ca, chau quang bao
khi, dau thtra duo6i theo, van van va van van.

Hom 4ay, Treong Canh mudi lam tudi nhot minh trong phong, cling mot
thanh doan dao Lau Lan do C6 Quén ting, chiu dung mot 1an O Nhi Cét
phat tac, tiép d6 c6 mot quyét dinh — y khong mudn & lai hau phi nhw mot
ké bé di, khong mudn theo ldo phu tr va su phu de dat hoc van chwong va
vO nghé trén gidy, y muon ty minh di tham thu thé gidi bén ngoai.

Mung mot Tét, Treong Canh mot minh theo Chic Chan Nhé dén twr trong
cung di chic tét Hoang thwgng cho c6 1é.
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Sau d6 y ¢ lai hau phu dén ngay mudi sau thang Giéng, bdo nha bép nau
mot bat mi treong tho, bung vé phong mdt minh an hét, va roi binh tinh
tuyén bo mdot quyét dinh khién hau pha trén dwdi 6 1én.

Truwong Canh noi: “Ta dinh dén H6 Quoc tw & mot thoi gian.”

No6i xong, y nhin ldo quéan gia vé mat xanh mét, lai b6 sung: “Vuwong ba yén
tam, ta khong xuat gia, chi mu6n theo Liéu Nhién dai st tu hanh mot thoi
gian, tién thé cau phtc cho nghia phu luén.”

)

Lao quan gia: “...

Ong con c6 thé néi gi diy? Panh phai chudn bi tién nhang dén, nén con dau
nguc, phai nguwdi dwa bon Trwong Canh, Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nwong Tw
dén Ho Quoc tu.

Nam nay, ldo quan gia hau phti cam thdy dai mon sam nghiém uy vii nha
minh khong chirng 1a bi vu ¢6 man di gi d6 nguyén raa roi, vao ctra nay, bat
ké la dita tré nha dé hay nhan tiv bén ngoai, dita nao ciing kh6 doi pho hét.
Ldo quén gia dén nay con nhé rd dang vé hoang sg cia Co Quan lic nho, y
giong nhw mot chu sé6i con ting bi ton thwong, khong phan trang den ctru
thi moi nguwoi xung quanh.

Vi kia chang dé dang gi trwéng thanh trong map mo, c6 thé dinh moén lap
ho roi.

Lai t6i mot vi cang kho doan hon.

Co0 Quan di r6i, Treong Canh lién suot ngay chay t¢i HO Quoc tu.

Thich choi v6i ai khong dwgc ma sudt ngay chui vao chua? T dién ha Ly
Man that sy khong ra cira thi thoi, vira ra khoi cira 1a muc dich khong tam
thuong.

Ldo quan gia tram moi lo, moéi ngay déu lo lang Treong Canh mudn quy y.

Nhung 6ng biét, thiéu nién mwoi lam muoi squ tudi la khong nghe ngwoi
gia khuyén nhat, huéng chi Treong Canh khéng phai do 6ng nudi nang 16n
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1én, ldo quan gia khéng dam can thiép qua nhiéu, danh phai chay di xui bay
Tao Nuong Tt va Cat Ban Tiéu.

Tao Nuwong T vira nghe da trgn rét hét phan son trén mi mat, n6i gian nai:
“Cai gi? Con lira troc kia muon du do Truwong Canh dai ca ctia chau xuat
gia?”

Nam t* ngoai hinh doan chinh trén thé gian nhw 16ng phuwgng strng lan, Pai
sodi néi di la di, dén bay gio ngay ca béng ciling chang thdy dau, bén canh
ga chi con lai Truong Canh. Trudng Canh tdi tubi nay réi, con hitu kinh vo
hiém khong c6 dau hiéu xau di, la khong dé dang biét may, vady ma con co
nguy co bién thanh dau troc, Tao Nwong T 1ap titc thanh minh hitu cuaa lao
quan gia.

Ngay hom sau, ga dac y thay nam trang, mat day may dan nhat dinh doi
theo Trwong Canh di chiém nguwdng phat moén thanh dia, trwdc khi di xan
tay ao lam thu thé chi tai tat dac véi doi thiét khoi 16i & cira.

Thiét khoi 16i khong thong nhan tinh, do dan nhin cham cham boéng lung
uodn éo la lung nhw xa tinh cua ga.

Thé nhung, dém ay tir HO Qudc tv trd vé, Tao Nwong Tt lién khong nhac
t¢i chuyén “bat yéu tang kia hién hinh” nita, dong thoi tiv dady nghia v6
phan c6 gia nhap doi ngii moi ngay tham ngd Phat phap — 1y do khong
ngoai “yéu tang” kia qua tuan tu.

Pai sodi tuy ciing tuan td, dang tiéc qua c6 tinh cong kich, khong thé im
lang ngoi d6 mdc ngudi ta thuwdng thitc. Liéu Nhién dai sw thi khac, Tao
Nwong T cho rang han qua thuc chinh la mot déa wu bat la di gitta chon
nhan gian, néu dé vao chau canh, nhat dinh c6 thé Ivu danh mu6n doi, nhin
han thém mot cai c6 thé vui vé thodi mai may ngay lién.

Ldo quan gia khong biét Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng bo thude gi cho hai tén
nay, danh phai tim dén Cat Ban Tiéu.

Cat Ban Tiéu viéc nghia khong thé chai twr, cling di theo.
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Vai ngay sau, Cat Ban Tiéu cling phan chién nét.

Bai vi Liéu Nhién hoa thugng chang nhitng chi biét doc kinh, con hét sitc
tinh thong nhiéu loai héa co va khoi 16i st dung t Iwu kim hién c6, Cat
Ban Tiéu tham chi tirng gap nguwdi cua Linh Xu vién & cho han.

Cat Ban Tiéu nam mo ciing muon lai cy dién 1én troi khong noi hai 10i truc
tiép quy mop duwéi dai sen ctia hoa thugng.

Nam nay qua di, 1o quan gia ky thuc cling quen vd&i viéc bon Truong Canh
sudt ngay chay vao miéu hoa thwgng, mdi dau khong hé dé tam lam.

Nao ngo tr dién ha t6t khong hoc di hoc cai xau, vira dén HO Quoc ty thi
hém sau da noi theo C6 Quan, choi tro kim thién thoat xac, khong tir ma
biét.

Y truedc d6 dan do thi vé di theo, minh phai cing Liéu Nhién dai s dong
ctra thanh tu mét thoi gian, bado nhitng ké khong lién quan khong dwgc quay
ray, thi vé dwong nhién cling khong dam quay ray that, chi canh ngoai ctra.

Pém 4y, Trieong Canh lién dan theo hai tén 1au la dn cay tdo rao cay sung,
theo Liéu Nhién dai sw di Giang Nam du ngoan.

Cho qua vai ngay bon thi vé nhan thdy bat thwong di tim ngwoi, thi trong
thién phong chi con lai mot 14 thw nhe ténh.

Ldo quan gia khoc khéng ra nwdc mat, danh phéi vira nho nguwoi tau lén
Hoang thugng, vira phai ngwoi truyén tin cho C6 Quan.

Hoang thwgng nghe chuyén rat rong lwgng, thit nhat han cling chang quan
tam dé dé hoi nay lam, th¢ hai han sung tin Phat gido, mu quang tin nhiém
Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng, nghe néi Trieong Canh di theo du lich, con sinh ra
vai phan hdm mo — chi han minh bj tuc vat tréi budc, khong thé di theo
huwdng sai cao tang.

Bén phia C6 Quan cang la ngoai tam tay véi, khong trong cho dwoc, nghe
néi Tay Vuc sa phi qua nhiéu, y ca ngay khong biét truy dudi sa phi dén noi
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nao, tin st cho du da dén Tay Lwong quan, néu muodn lap tic tim dwgc Co
sodi, cting hoan toan can nhd van may.

Liéu Nhién tuy la mot cao tang nhwng rat it gidng kinh, cling chwa tirng néi
nhitng Phat phap va ké ngit khé hiéu dé, phan 16n thoi gian déu la mat doi
mat but dam mot s6 kién thitc dan gian, la m6t hoa thwgng, han cé vé
khong tu hanh dang hoang, tham chi c6 chit qua nhap thé. Han tham chi
hét sitc dai nghich bat dao néi vai chuyén thoi sy, nhung thuwong la viét
xong dot luon. (Cac bai tho cua Phat goi 1a ké)

Hon ntta thang sau, trong mot quan tra nho nho & Giang Nam, ba thiéu nién
cung mot hoa thwgng ngoi quanh mot ban.

Giang Nam da bat dau cay btra vu xuan, nhung phong tam mat trong di,
trén dong ruong lai khong thdy mday nguoi lam viéc, vai ba ldo nong doi
mii, vé cong roi nghé tir dang xa nhin thiét khoi 16i lao dong.

Khong nhu khoi 16i hau kiém va thu vé hau phu toan la séat khi, thiét khoi
16i tréng trot trong hanh hoa yén vii nay khong hé hinh nguwdi, ching nhw
mot chiéc xe nhd, di qua di lai ngoai dong, doi cai dau trau déo bang go, c6
vé hét sitc ngay tho.

DPay la dgt khoi 16i trong trot dau tién triéu dinh phat xudng, lam thit & viing
Nam Kinh truéce.

Cat Ban Tiéu lic con & Nhan Hoi tiéu trdn da cé hing thi khéng binh
thwong véi mé dong nat trong tay Tham Dich, nhin ching ma hai mat téa
sang.

Liéu Nhién gb ban, kéo sw chu y caa bon Trwong Canh téi, sau mot nam,
bon Truong Canh da cé thé hiéu thu ngi cta han, hoa thwgng ciing khong
can viét tirng chit titng cau nita.

“Khoi 16i cay cdy pho bién ¢ Giang Nam ta titng thdy & Tay Duwong roi,
mot khoi 16i c6 thé dé dang lo liéu mot mau dat, tuy van can dot mot it t
lIwu kim, nhwng qua vai lan thay doi, than da da da cho phan 16n dong luc,
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nhw thé phi ton sé rat thiap, nghe néi mot khoi 16i con tiét kiém hon dén
chong.”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Thé duong nhién la tdt, sau nay chang phdi cay cay lam
viéc déu khong can thitc khuya day sém nita?”

Thiét khoi 16i thtt nghiém la triéu dinh phat cho Nam Kinh, céac lao gia
hwong than déu ty dang ky r6i linh di, phu trach viéc bao duwdng vé sau.
DPién hé muodn ty trong trot thi ty trong, khong muoén thi nhwdng manh dat
minh thué cho khoi 16i, nam sau dén mua thu hoach thém mot phan dia to,
trd cho lwgng ti Ivu kim va than da khoi 16i dung.

Nam dau rat it ngwoi lam, do phai thém mot phan tién td, nhung nam thw
hai d@ mé rong — lao bach tinh da nhan ra, thit nay qua that dung t6t hon
nguoi, du tang to thi so lwong thye con lai trong tay van nhiéu hon trudc
kia, con khéi can thitc khuya day sém vat va lam viéc, chuyén t6t nhuw thé
ai ma khong chiu?

Bdy gio mdi cé thinh canh dong ruong Giang Nam khong thay bong ngudi.
Liéu Nhién chi cuoi khong noi.

Trwong Canh bong nhién noéi: “Ta tréi lai cam thay chwa chac la viéc tot —
néu thiét khoi 16i c6 thé hoan toan thay thé ngudi, thi con can nguwdi lam gi?
bat dién ho thué cling la cia hwong than 1ao gia, may nam dau lao gia niém
tinh cfi, bang long nudi nhitng nhan han nay, nhung cé thé nudi hg bao
nhiéu nam day?”

Cat Ban Tiéu si mé cac loai hoa co, ngay nghi gi dém mo do, lap tic tiép
10i: “Ho c6 thé Iwu lai lam trwong ty su!”

Tao Nuwong T: “Viéc nay ta biét, trong mot Nhan Hoi thanh tit cd cuwong
giap thu quan cong lai, chi can hai treong ty sw la da roi, khi dé ho cling chi
thinh thodng ban qud, méi di tim Tham tién... Tham twéng quan, khong
dung nhiéu truong ty sw nhu vay dau.”

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Ho c6 thé di tim viéc khac ma lam, thi du nhu...”
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Thi du nhw cai gi, gd nhat thoi khong néi duwgc, cudc song cia nha do té
nam do du sao cling thodi mai, trong mat Cat Ban Tiéu thi trir trong trot ra,
trén doi con khoi viéc dé lam.

Tao Nwong Tt kho khan kéo tam nhin khéi mat Liéu Nhién, hoi: “Nhuw vay,
néu moi nguwoi déu khong tim dwoc viéc dé lam, hodc la dai da s6 khong
tim dwgc viéc dé lam, ho sé tao phan chit?”

Liéu Nhién ha mat nhin ga, mat Tao Nwong T thoang cai chin luon.

Liéu Nhién ra dau: “May nam nay thi chwa.”

Ba thiéu nién tram mac mot hoi, Treong Canh héi: “La vi nghia phu ta a?”
Liéu Nhién mim cuwdi nhin y mot cai.

“Ta nhé dém Trwr tich nam trwdc, con ho cta nguwoi Tay Duwong chay ra, ca
con duong loan hét 1én, nhin thdy nghia phu ta méi chiu yén.” Truwong
Canh dirng mot chut, noi, “Sau d6 nghe nguoi ta noéi, 1an can Khai Dién 1au
nguwoi dong nghin nghit, néu khong phai nghia phu 6n dinh dong ngudi, du
la giam cling c6 thé giam chét rat nhiéu ngwoi.”

Liéu Nhién ra dau: “Ta mot minh dan dién ha ra ngoai, da dac t6i to v4i An

DPinh hau, mai kia sy viéc bai 10, mong dién ha & dwdi dao Hau gia gi cho
hoa thuvong mot cai mang nho.”

Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nuong Tt déu bat cwoi, cho rang Liéu Nhién hoa
thwong dang néi dua — du sao thi trong an twgng cua hg, C6 Quan luén vui
vé hoa nha.

Liéu Nhién hoi cwoi kho, nhdy qua dé tai nay, tiép tuc ra ddu: “Dan gian
dén nay co6 truyén thuyét lao Hau gia dung Huyén Thiét ba mwoi ngwoi da
khién Bac Lang cti dau, déu n6i Huyén Thiét doanh la than binh than
twéng, co thé 1én troi xuong dat, dao thwong bat nhap, c6 Huyén Thiét
doanh cdy xa chac nay tran giit, bon bao d6 pham thuwgng tac loan & dan
gian tuy c6, nhung thuy chung khé thanh quy mo.”
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Treong Canh ng6i thang day: “Nhung ta nghe ndi, néu muén d& nha,
chuyén dau tién chinh la dap xa.”

Liéu Nhién nhin thiéu nién tredc mat, néu Co Quan tré vé, co 1é sé khong
nhan ra Trwong Canh, chi trong m6ét nam ngan ngli ma y da cao vot 1én
may tac, nét tré con trén mat da mat sach.

Thiéu nién dém Trt tich nam do6 ra ngoai mot chuyén ciling phai ngira ngay
da dau, hién gio lai ngoi ¢ quan tra vung nong thon Giang Nam, cung hoa
thugng tan chuyén dan sinh.

Liéu Nhién: “Dién ha khong can ban tam, nhitng viéc nay, trong long Hau
gia da s6m biét r5.”

Truwong Canh nhé t6i bic “thé bat kha ti” trong phong C6 Quan, hoi ngan
ngwoi, noi nhd mong bong tréi 1én trong long nhw vo dé, y lang 1€ ngoi do
choc 1at, mac nhé nhung dang trao, doan cuwoi khd bung chén tra gitta ban
1én mot ngum udng can.

Ma C6 Quan dang duwgc Truong Canh nhé nhung ltic nay con & gitta dai
mac mo& mit vung Tay Vuc, giang co vGi bon sa phi quy moé 16n nhat & dia
phuwong hon mot thang roi.

Tay Luwong quan ttr lau da khong con su tiéu diéu nam do. T sau khi Dai
Luwong va Gido hoang ky Hiép wéc Tay Lwong quan, ca tuyén Tay Luong
quan qua thyc thanh mot manh phong thuy bao dia tu tai, thwong nhan va
du khach nhanh chéng tu lai, dan cw mdy tran tang vot, nguwdi Tay Duong,
nguoi Trung Nguyén va ngudi cua tiéu quoc doc tuyén Tay Vuc hon cw, co
ho phdi trong nguoi c6 ta, trong ta cé nguoi.

Lau Lan & ngay 16i vao con duwong to lua bdi vay cang thanh yéu dia thong
thwvong, nhanh chong tit mot tiéu quoc chuwa cé tiéng tam bién thanh vung
dat tru phu.

Ngwoi Lau Lan nhiét tinh vui vé, an cw lac nghiép, khong thich kiém
chuyén, nam do6 Tay Vuc phan loan cling khong lién quan tGi nguoi ta,
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quan hé véi Pai Lwong van hét sitc hitu hao, Hoang thwgng lién dac y dat
16i vao con duong to lua & noi nay.

“Pai sodi, bén phia Tiéu Gia da ha duogc li gidc co6 do, ra tay chit?”

Co Quan: “Thé con chg gi nita? Bat tén dau so, budi tdi ching ta dén cho
Lau Lan vuong t an chyc!”

N6i xong, y an nhe mi mat.
Tham Dich: “Co6 phai la mat nguoi lai...”
“Khong,” C6 Quan lau bau mét cau, “Mi mat c giat sudt, co thé...”

Y chua dit 10i thi mot than vé dt nhién di t6i, 1ay tir trong long ra mot
phong thu: “Pai soai!”

Co Quan: “O, ¢ dau vay?”

Than vé: “Thw nha ti* hau pha, dwa dén Tay Lwong quan, gia nhan mai
khong tim dugc ngai, m@i nho ngwoi Lau Lan dua t6i.”

Khong chirng 1a Treong Canh héi am.

C0 Quan nghi vay, thuan tay ma ra xem, rat chd mong.
Sau d6 Tham Dich lién nhin thdy C6 Quan bién sac.
Tham Dich: “Sao vay?”

“Tén Iira troc Liéu Nhién nay, t6t nhat dirng roi vao tay ta.” C6 Quan am
tram noéi, doan y chap tay sau lung di vai vong trong sodi truéng nhw ruoi
khong dau, mot cudc dap 1at ban, “DPiéu cho ta may huyén wng, Quy Binh,
viéc bén nay nguoi tam thoi lo thay ta.”

Chuong 28: Giang Nam
Tham Dich: “Cai gi?”

C0 Quan: “Ta phai di Giang Nam m6t chuyén.”
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Tham Dich la 1én mét tiéng: “Oi... A, cdm rét tring chan, dau chét ta roi —
Nguwoi dién a? Chu sodi thi quan Tay Bac ty tién bo dén Giang Nam, nguoi
muon tim chét hay muon tao phan ha!”

CO Quan binh tinh trad 10i: “H6m nay danh hang 6 cta li bo cap, it nhat
phai duwgc thai binh trong dam ba thang, v&i cwdc trinh cia Huyén wng, mot
hai ngay la c6 thé dén Giang Nam, tim dugc ngwdi la ta vé thoi, khong nan
lai 1au dau.”

Tham Dich don khi xudng dan dién, bat dau chuan bi cho truwong thién dai
luan thao thao bat tuyét, song chwa kip néi ra thi Co6 Quan da thui ngay vao
bung.

Tham Dich “A” mét tiéng cong luwng nhw tdm: “Ta con chwra néi gi ma!”
C0 Quan: “Phai phong tredc chit.”

Pém ay, muoi ba huyén ky nhét c troc nd dau linh sa phi cung 1ii tay chan
do sitc da lau an sau trong dai mac, C6 Quan nghe bao, phan phé mot cau
“giam gilt” , sau d6 khong kip nghi ngoi, di ngay trong dém.

Ban Nga Pa vuong tir Lau Lan da chuan bi san rugu thit, dang chg tay tran
cho Huyén Thiét doanh, vira dén lai nhin thdy C6 Quan tam trang buc boi
thay huyén wng giap.

Lau Lan quéc nam & trong dia 16i vao con duong to lua, la con cua sa mac,
cling hét sitc thong han sa phi hoanh hanh, dan da, ho thanh nguwoi dan
dwong tot nhat cho Huyén Thiét doanh tung hoanh sa mac tiéu phi, song
phwong quan hé kha t6t.

Nguwoi Lau Lan giéi ca mua, ddc biét thich my titu, cA nam nhan lan nir
nhan déu la titu quy, veong tir 1a titu quy trong tttu quy.

CO dai soai binh phap kho6 lwong hay vo nghé siéu quan, v6i han ma néi
déu khong dang kich dong, duy chi titu lwgng dung rwgu manh gidi khat
cta C6 Quan, Ban Nga Pa tan thuong khong théi. Han ty phong minh la
“ban nhau” cta Co dai soai, lam hét sttc tan chitc tan trach.
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Ban Nga DPa dung nhip diéu nhu xwéng du trén sa mac ngan nga hoi Co
Quan: “Co dai sodi, sao hom nay di nhanh nhw may cu6i trdi vay, muon di
truy tim co6 nwong nhuv tich dwong a?”

Tham Dich: “...”
Co nuwong nhv tich dwong la co nwong gi? Vira do via tron ha?
Co Quan: “Ta di chém ngui.”

“O!1” Ban Nga Da xach hai vo rugu thoang strng sot, doan budn buc néi,
“Vtta chém xong lai chém nita ha?”

“Chang lé an sang xong thi nguoi sé khong an to6i nita?” C6 Quan dang
dang sat khi quat, “Tranh ra!”

May huyén wng nhuw bong toi bay vt téi, mii chan diém nhe mat dat, ha
xuong phia sau C6 Quan, chép mat lién nhu gié xody cubn qua, v6 tung vo
anh, chi con lai lan khéi trang van vit, thanh mot duwong cong dep dé trén
khong trung.

Ban Nga DPa nhin theo bong lung y, day sung kinh héi Tham Dich: “Pai
soai mot ngay phai chém nguoi ba lugt co a?”

Tham Dich vay tay ra hiéu cho han dwa tai lai, thi thao: “Nhi t bi ngudi ta

du do6 bo trén.”

Ban Nga Pa cau hung 6m tim: “A! Thé nhat dinh la mdt c6 nwong nhw

trang ram roi!”

Tham Dich: “... Khong, han chi c6 cai gdy nhw trang ram thoi.”

Pé lai Ban Nga Pa vuong ti buon buc s¢ gay minh, Tham Dich tam sy
ndng né quay vé, di hai budc thi y dot nhién bién sac — gay roi, C6 Quan di
gap gap nhu vay, rot cudc c6 mang thudc theo khong?

Giang Nam dung md6t con mua bui khong w6t 4o nghénh don Co Quan gio
cat duwong xa, y nghi ngoi choc lat, roi truc tiép dan nguoi giét dén phu caa
An sat Ung Thién Diéu Tran.
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Theo than phan ctia C6 Quan, von khong nén cé giao tinh gi v4i quan dia
phuwong Giang Nam, trong day lién quan dén vai chuyén tir ngay xua.

C6 Quan muoi lam tudi lan dau tién tuy quan tiéu phi, citu may ké xdi quay
bi han phi bat — Diéu Trdn nam do6 bi nguwdi ham hai bai quan vé nha chinh
la mot trong sO nay, sau d6 Diéu Tran cé chit thu doan, cé thé khai phuc,
nham chitc An sat Ung Thién, xem nhu 12 quan ti chi giao v&i C6 hau gia,
dam dam, khong lién quan dén lgi ich, nhung van lién hé suét.

Diéu dai nhan hom nay vira van dugc nghi, nga dén khi mat trgi 1én cao ba
sao con chua chiu day, chot nghe gia boc tGi bao, giat nay ca nguoi.

Diéu Tran: “Han néi han 1a ai?”

Gia boc noi: “Han néi han ho Co, Co Tt Hi.”

“Co T Hi,” Diéu Tran lau ghén & khoe mat, néi vé thanh khan, “An Dinh
hau C6 Tw Hi? Ta con la tha phu dwong triéu day — hang lira ddo nay ma
nguoi cling tin, dudi di!”

Gia boc vang da, dgm buéc tinh di.

“Tw twr!” Diéu Tran 6m chan ngo6i day, can nhac giay lat, “... Khoan da, dé
ta di xem thir.”

Han phtc chi tdm linh, khong biét cd lam sao ma bong nhién cam thay tuw
tién bo viéc co 1€ that sy la chuyén C6 Quan lam dugc.

Lic nay, Lidu Nhién hoa thuwgng vira vin dang & phtt Ung Thién con chuwa
biét dai hoa sap stra gidng xudng dau minh.

Hoa thugng nay ki bo ra thién y.

Mot dai t* han phdi bé lam d6i ma tiéu, cé gian miéu d6 & tam thi tuyét
khong & khach diém, tir sang dén t6i an rau an dwa, mudn an ngon mot bira
thi phdi dua vao hdéa duyén — tuc goi la xin com. (Pai tir 1a mot loai tién
ngay xwa bang 2 dong tién thuwong)
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Ban than khong tiéu, cling quyét khong cho bon Trrong Canh tiéu, may ma
ba thiéu nién choai choai nay déu chiu khé dwoc, c6 thé theo han bira déi
bita no lang bat ky ho.

Liéu Nhién di cye ky tuy tinh, doi khi dan bon Truwong Canh di khap hang
cung ngd hém gitta phd phuwong, déi khi men theo déong ruong ma di bo
khong muc dich, héa duyén khong lwa chon, tirng dén nha hwong than thién
nhan, cling t'ng qua nha dién hd tam thwong, gap dau xin do.

Co6 mot lan dén nha mot cu gia goéa vg khong con, thay nguwoi ta that sy doi
ra hong, chang nhitng khong xin com, ngugc lai con cho it tién bac.

“Thinh thé an khang ciing c6 ngwoi chét doi chét cong, thinh thé bap bénh
cling c6 vinh hoa phu quy,” Liéu Nhién xuyén qua khu chg trén tiéu tran, ra
dau noi vGi bon Truong Canh, “Hai chit ‘thé dao’ dang ly nén chia lam hai,
‘dao’ 1a long nguoi hudng vé, ‘thé” chinh la mot hat gao dwdi van gia dang
hoa, mot hon gach trong van dam thanh quach.”

Trewong Canh: “Pai sw 1€ ra phai la nguwoi xuat thé, nhung noéi dén ‘thé’
cling ro rang dau ra day.”

Trwong Canh co ho con cao hon Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng, giong da hoan
toan mat di sy trong tréo cua thiéu nién, c6 mot chat tram thap, néi chuyén
khong nhanh khong cham, cé vé rat vitng vang.

Y von thich thanh tinh, ngay trwdc vira thay dam dong la toan than kho
chiu, tiép xtic v6i ngwoi xa la vinh vién déu cam thay khong quen, khong
biét nén noi gi, nhung lic nay bat tri bat giac da tu luyén ra ban linh di dén
dau ciing nhu dao choi san vang vay.

Co thé 1a vi y ¢6 y dinh dap n6i dim thuyén, mot chiat khong tinh nguyén
con con, ti nhién lién bién thanh viéc nho.

Liéu Nhién cuwoi cwoi, than nhién ra dau: “Hoa thwgng néu khong biét thé
dao, con mat miii nao ty xuwng dang & thé ngoai?”
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Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng c6 khudn mat rat cé thé doa ngwdi, rita sach nhw
cao tang xuat tran, vai ngay khong tam nhu cao tang lich kiép, dau troc anh
chiéu Phat quang chdi loi, trong mat vinh vién chita mot dam nwdc chuan
bi ph6 do ching sinh — néu han doi vdi vat ngoai than la anh tién vudng hao
phong hon mot chit, bon Treong Canh that sy muoén thira nhan han la mot
cao tang tir dau dén chan.

Bong nhién, Tao Nwong T cat ngang cao tang, ha giong néi: “Ding ndi
chuyén thién co nita, Treong Canh dai ca, huynh khéng phat hién cé rat
nhiéu ngwoi dang nhin ching ta?”

May ngudi bon ho — c6 hoa thwong, cé cong tir tré tudi hao hoa phong nh3,
c6 con cua nha giau méi n6i bung phé, con cé mét tiéu nha dau tuy xinh
dep, nhung trong ct ky ky thé nao ay, di chung von hét sitc noi bat, da sém
bi dom ngé chi tré quen roi, ngay ca Trwong Canh ciing khéng con man
cam v6i anh mat nguwdi qua duong nita.

Nhwng lan nay, vong vay xem ho lot vao twa ho hoi qua.

Nguoi ven dwong thay ho, nhao nhao dirng chan nhin ngo, chang nhitng
nhin ngo, con chi tré ho ma tham thut trao doi.

Cat Ban Tiéu thi thao: “Ta ludn cam thay phai xay ra chuyén gi do.”
Trwong Canh: “Nguwoi néi dung.”

La nguwdi cao nhat trong ca bon, Trwong Canh da lwét qua dau moi ngwoi,
nhin thay trén cong thanh khong xa dan mot to bé céo — trén bo cado vé mot
hinh ngwoi rat giong, 1a mot hoa thwong dau troc mi thanh muc td, dwdi
viét: ké nay gid mao cao tang H6 Quéc ty, ltra ddo bip bgm, khong tir bat
cl? viéc xau nao, hén ha v6 cung, dac biét truy nd, néu c6 ai bao an, thuéng
muoi lwgng bac rong.

“Liéu Nhién dai sw,” Trweong Canh néi, “Nguoi dang gia muoi lwgng bac
rong do.”
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Liéu Nhién dai su ditng do thanh mot pho twgng da my tang nhan hoat sac
sinh huong.

“Chac la nghia phu ta nhan dwgc thv cia Vwong b4, phai nguoi tGi gay
chuyén véi nguoi r6i.” Treong Canh li€c dam ngwdoi bat dau ta dén muwoi
lwgng bac, néi véi Liéu Nhién, “Xin 16i, ching ta nén di truwéc di.”

Liéu Nhién mau chong ra dau: “A di da Phat, t dién ha dirng quén 16i hita
trong quan tra.”

Sau do6 hoa thwgng nay vat gio 1én c6 ma chay, dung that la tinh nhw twgng
da, dong nhuv gio giat.

Ldao bach tinh trong chg cho bat muwdi lwgng bac vira thay da thao kinh xa,

b2 AN13

lién nhao nhao dep hét than trong, gao am lén “dam tang” “tén Itta ddo” no

kia, ttr bon phuong tdm hwéng vay cong tdi.
Cat Ban Tiéu: “Ngay trwdc cha ta 1én ndi san thé cling lam nhw vay day.”
Truwong Canh va Tao Nuong Tw cung nhin ga.

Cat Ban Tiéu: “Cam gay goc kéu gao, phai doa thé sg dén mic chay bira
khong chon duong, no sé tu lao dau vao lwéi — A, that dé.”

Liéu Nhién dai su co tri hon thd, khong hé dam dau chay bira, han sém da
nhin r6é két cau caa khu chg, luon trai lach phai, ca ngwdoi bién thanh mot
cai bong, khong biét 1a can nhac 10 tuyén thé nao, qua lai vai lan da khién
doan nguoi tir bon phwong tdm hwéng dudi theo han hgp thanh mot dong,
rat thanh thao.

Lic nay, khong xa do6 truyén dén tiéng o6n ao “Tranh ra” , nhin lai thdy la
mot doi quan binh chay dén, chac la dugc mat bao dén bat nguoi.

Trwong Canh nghi bung: “Qua nhién la C6 Quan tim nguwdi lam.”

Trong long y vira hoi an i, vira hoi mat vui.

An ti chinh la, C6 Quan du & tan Tay Bac, rot cuoc khong chiu dé y ty sinh
tw diét, tuy thu doan hoi doc, nhung trong long van lo cho y.
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Pong thoi y lai cam thay la minh lién luy Liéu Nhién dai su — hon nita,
nguwoi dé ngay ca Tét cling khong them vé hau phu, hién tai tho tay dai thé
lam gi?

Tao Nwong Tw tim tay 4o y: “Pai ca, lam thé nao day?”

Truwong Canh dinh than lai khéi méi suy nghi phitc tap kh6 phan, thodng
tram ngam, lap titc cho tay vao boc hanh ly, m6c ra mot nam bac vun,
nham chuan phwong hwéng, réi tung ra nhuw thién nit tdn hoa: “DPon tién
nay!”

May ma Liéu Nhién dai s chi lo chay, bang khong nhat dinh phai dau long

dén moc toc ra ludn —

Nhitng ngudi dang duoi theo hoa thwgng bi bac dap vao dau, duwong truong
dan ra, theo ban nang mu6n nhat, nhitng ké khac nghe néi c6 hién ngan, tirc
thi bé qua vat ngang gia da chay trén, nhao nhao quay lai nhdt bac xin, nhat
thoi chan kin dwong cua quan binh dang sau, Liéu Nhién hoa thugng da
khong thay béng dang.

Truwong Canh n@ nu cuwoi: “Chung ta cling di thoi.”

No6i xong, y dan dau chui ra khéi dam dong, chuan bi than khong biét quy
khong hay roi khoi vung dat thi phi nay, nhwng chwa kip di, thi mot trang
tiéng vo ngwa dot nhién vong dén tir bén kia con pho hep, nghe nhw vira
van phai chan ho lai.

Phéng ngwa gitta pho xa nao nhiét, khong phdi dén gay su, thi la bat nguoi.
Cat Ban Tiéu dé nghi: “Pai ca, ching ta di dwong nho di.”
“Khong,” Tao Nuwong Tt than tho néi, “Chuing ta nén ngoan ngoan dgi di.”

Tiéng v6 ngwa tdi gan chuan xac dirng lai & cong chg, chi thay mady han t
xuat than quan ngli xuéng ngwa nghiém tic ding thanh mét hang, chinh
gitta c6 mot... ngwoi dau hoa thanh tro Truwong Canh cling nhan ra —
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Truwong Canh ngdy ra, Co dai sodi lai tir Tay Bac dich than chay t&i bat
nguoi.

Doc dudng Co6 Quan da nghi ky, y phai 16t da rtt gan Liéu Nhién truéc, roi
lai xach c6 Truong Canh vé dét méng mot tran.

Cay nho khong uon khéng thang, y cam thay minh tredc kia da qua nuéng
chiéu dita tré nay, hoc theo tién dé qua nhién khong hitu dung, lam cha phai
noi theo cach cuia lao Hau gia mat den méi duoc.

Nhung mot bau liva gian phirng phirng, trong nhay mat y nhin thdy Truong
Canh, dot nhién lién tat ngém.

C0 Quan ngoi trén ngura, suyt nita khong nhan ra Truedng Canh.

Nam hai muwoi may tuéi moi ngay mot khac, ltic & Nhan Hoi tran, Trwong
Canh lu6n & ngay trong tam mat, moi ngay 16n dan déu khong ro, chi c6 thé
nho quan ngay cang ngan dé biét y dang cao 1én, dot nhién xa cach hon mot
nam, bién héa tich lily thang ngay cua Truong Canh bong khién mot thiéu
nién tré nén khac han.

Y da dudi kip C6 Quan cao gay, co thé von hoi gay khong biét tir khi nao
da c6 dang dap cta mot nguwdi 16n, vé kho tin chi thoang qua trén mat, lién
bi su binh tinh khong bién sac gan day hoc dugc che di.

Co6 Quan mac ngua budc tai chd choc lat, mat khong biéu cdm nghi:

“Khong danh dugc nita roi.”

Khong phai danh khong duwgc, ma la Truong Canh da thanh mot nguoi 16n,
con dung thu doan gido huan tré con, sé la lam nhuc chit khong phai gido
huan.

Nam qua nam, d6i vdi C6 Quan ma noéi cling chang c6 gi khac biét, déu la
vOi va troi di, chd hé tha vi.

Khoanh khac nay, y lai d6t nhién muén mang cdm nhan dwgc sy vo tinh
cta thoi gian, y chang qua dé 160 mot chdp mat, ma Tiéu Truwong Canh cta 'y
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da voi va truwdng thanh, doan thai gian y bo 18, vé sau vinh vién khong bu
lai duoc nita.

C0 Quan rot cudc y thitc dwgc, Treong Canh da t muwoi ldm 1én mudi sau,
qua ba bon nam nita la sé phai don dén pht Nhan Bac vwong, roi khoi vong
tay y che chd. Ba bon nam la khai niém gi day? Co thé cling chi da dé y
quay vé kinh thanh mét chuyén, vay gitta ho chang 1é chi con lai “duyén
gdp mat mot lan” sao?

Cach mot nam, C6 dai sodi long to bang cai dau nay cudi cung da phan (ng
duoc.

Y xudng ngua, true tiép di dén trwdc mat Treong Canh, sam mat néi: “Di
theo ta.”

Truwong Canh ¢ cham cham nhin mat y, mot tdc cling khong nd rdi, trén co
Co Quan con c6 mot vét thwong nhat, dén tir sa mac Tay Bac, van chwa kip
khoi han. Treong Canh khé khan tim lai dugce tiéng noi: “Nghia phu, sao
nguoi lai dén day?”

C0 Quan lanh lung htr mot tiéng, chang rang chang noéi di trwdc vé hudng
ngoai chg.

“N6i chuyén cling khac han.” Y bu6n ba mat mat ma nghi tham.

Quan binh di theo chay cham chdm dén, ham h& néi véi Cé6 Quan: “Pai
sodi, hoa thugng kia chay roi, con truy khong?”

“Truy,” C6 Quan dap &ng luén, “Truy na toan thanh, cho du nhdy xudng

'))

bién cling v6t vé cho ta
Quan binh: “Vang!”

Tao Nwong Tw & phia sau trom kéo tay do Cat Ban Tiéu, Cat Ban Tiéu the
lwGi, cdm thdy trong viéc nay ho la Bo6 Tat bun qua séng, chinh minh con
kho gitt, danh phai luc bat tong tam lac dau, hi vong Liéu Nhién dai su tw
cau nhiéu phuc.
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Bon Truwong Canh theo C6 Quan di mot mach dén pha Diéu dai nhan An
sat Ung Thién, Diéu dai nhan sém chuén bi sdn sang vu6t mong ngya, dan
nguoi ra cta nghénh don: “T¢ dién ha quang lam han xa, that la vé vang
cho ké heén nay! M@i vao mdi vao, than da sap san rwgu ngon thitc ngon,
chuan bi tay tran cho dién ha.”

Chua dit 10i, C6 Quan da trung khuon mat Diém vwong, khoe mat chan
may déu viét r6 mot cau — tay tran cai déch gi, cho chét déi ludn di.

Su6t dém dy, C6 Quan khong nghi ra phéi néi chuyén thé nao véi Truong
Canh, danh phai & trong phong minh noc tng vc tirng chén ruegu Lau Lan
mang theo, mot lat sau, lai c6 nguoi go cira.

C6 Quan: “Vao di.”
Truwong Canh nhe nhang ma ctra di vao: “Nghia phu.”
C0 Quan khong lén tiéng, trén mat hi nd kho phan.

Truong Canh vGi tay dong cia, hoi cti dau, giong nhw nhin Cé Quan lau
rdt mat sic.

Truwong Canh: “Nghia phu, con rat nh¢ ngudoi.”
Co Quan tram mac giay lat, rot cudc thd dai: “Lai day, ta xem nao.”

Truwong Canh ngoan ngoan di tgi, trén nguwoi C6 Quan thoang thodang mui
rrvogu xa la, hoi ngot, dwong nhu la rwgu Tay Vuc, trén vai deo giap cirng
sat lanh quanh nam khong thdo. Truong Canh von twdng rang minh c6 thé
khac ché, ngd dau da danh gia cao ban than — twa nhu y cling khéng liéu
dwgce Co Quan lai dich than dén Giang Nam tim y vay.

Y am tham hit sGu mot hoi, tu tién tién t6i 6m Co Quan.

Chuwong 29: Giao hoa

Trong nhay mat, C6 Quan chang con gian noi nita.
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Y dwa tay don lay Treong Canh, thudn thé vo vo lung Truwong Canh, cam
co ba vai doi phwong, cdm thay canh tay kia da khéng con la mot bé xuwong
trong rong khong that nita.

CO Quan ciling rat mudn thang than néi mot cau “Ta cling nhé nguoi” ,
nhung y ting nay tudi ro6i ma chwa tirng noi thé bao gid, cau nay lén lén
xudng xudng trong long, cudi cung van sg hai, lam tran bo chay vé bung.

Y chi nhan nhat cwdi néi: “Lén twéng roéi ma con lam niing.”

Treong Canh nham mat lai, trong long biét khong dwgc vo 1€ nita, tinh cam
khong thé tw kiém ché, nhung t chi than thé thi co.

Y biét dieu buéng C6 Quan ra, binh tinh di*ng bén canh, dan ngon lira ritng
khong nhin thdy dang lan tran trong long. Y biét minh mu6n qua nhiéu,
nhiéu dén vo ly, tham chi vi vdy ma sinh ra du loai odn phan, va ching déu
that dang ghét, thé nén chang mdy may dam dé 16.

Treong Canh hit sau mot hoi, hoi: “Sao nghia phu lai dén Giang Nam?”

CO Quan lwvom mot cai, néi vé khong vui: “Con mat mii ma hoi, khong
phai déu la do nguoi a?”

Truong Canh khong dam nhin y nhiéu, hoi cii dau.

Nhung C6 Quan chi cho la minh ndng 101, nhitng 16i ran day da ra dén dau
lwdi lai bi chinh y v0i vang ngam vao. Y co ngon cai vao long ban tay, bé
qua bé lai tirng dot. Cam giac mét mai khi bon ba ngan dam ltic nay méi ua
lén, y kiém ché sy moi mét thinh linh kéo dén nay, dan do may lan, sau
cung cd hét sitc binh tinh 6n hoa ma néi véi Truong Canh: “Ngoi xudng,
noi vadi ta vi sao cung con lwa... khu.”

C0 Quan y thitc duge kéu “con Iva troc” treédc mat Treong Canh hinh nhw
khong thich hgp lam, ma “dai suw” thi y tuyét doi khong goi ndi, thé l1a ket
lai.

Treong Canh: “Liéu Nhién dai st mu6n xu6i phwong Nam du lich, la con
tw cha trvong khang khang doi di theo, nghia phu néu vi vay ma gay phién
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todi cho y, thi 1ong con ciing rit ay nay.”
CO Quan: “...”

Truwong Canh qua gioi an noi, vira biét gidi vay cho con Iwa troc kia, vira
biét lam sao dé khong khién y phat hdéa, mot cau ndi ré trong ngoai khac
nhau, khién C6 Quan ciing suyt nita “ay nay” theo. Y lan th hai tham giat
minh, bay gio chang qua m&i m6t nam, dia tré treéc kia néi chuyén thang
tudt nhw chay go tir dau hoc dugc tro nay nhi?

“Luc bang tudi con, nghia phu da Nam ha binh dinh phi loan, con thi van
van khong thanh vo khong twu, thé nén con muon roi khoi hau phu di tham
tha thé gidi bén ngoai,” Trwong Canh trdm nhin C6 Quan mét cai, phat
hién trong do6i mat dy lai c6é to mau, lap titc khong ndi noi nira, sy ay nay
tran 1ong t* nguc dang 1én hong, li nhi, “... Chi la tht doan b6c dong, con
khién nghia phu bon ba, con sai r6i, ngudi phat con di.”

C0 Quan tram mac mot lic, chot néi: “Ta lan dau tién tuy quan xuat chinh,
ky thuc la D6 ldo twéng quan lién hgp cwu ching cia ldo Hau gia, cudng
cau tién de.”

Truong Canh ngang phat dau 1én.

C0 Quan khong hé 1a ngudi khiém t6n, riegu vao cling thwong xuyén khoac
lac, mdy chuyén boc phét nhu “che mat bit tai cling c6 thé ha hai muoi thiét
khoi 16i trong nita nén nhang” y déu tirng néi. Nhwng nghi k¥ lai thi, y thiéu
nién thanh danh, nam git*r 4n sodi Tay chinh, tring chinh Huyén Thiét
doanh, mot chuoi lich st huy hoang, r6 rang viéc nao néi ra cling da khoe
ntta doi, ma C6 Quan lai chwa bao gio nhac tdi.

C0 Quan lai 1y ra mot cai chén, rét mot chén rugu hoi chua cho Truwong
Canh: “Pay la rugu ctia nguwoi Lau Lan, nguwoi cling 16n ro6i, cé thé ném vai
hép.”

Truong Canh uéng mot ngum, chang thwdéng thic ra vi gi, lién bé xudng. Y
v6i C6 Quan rat lau khong gap nhau, gap mot 1an mau da chay 16n x6n roi,
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that sy khong can phai thém rugu nita.

C0O Quan: “Ta khi dé chang hiéu cai gi, di theo chi lam r6i thém, lai thiéu
nién khinh cuéng, khong chiu khiém ton thita nhan. Trén dwong tiéu phi,
mot 1an no ta hap tap liéu linh m6t minh hanh dong gay ra hoa 16n, mot
chién dich nho mat hon ba mwoi trong giap phai d6 cd dong vang bac vao,
con lién luy Do lao twéng quan trong thwong... Nguoi cé nghe néi vé Do
Treong Duc twéng quan chwa?”

Treong Canh tirng nghe Liéu Nhién ké, hoa thigng kia thugc nhw l1ong ban
tay vé van v0 ba quan triéu trwdc triéu nay, chi sg con thudc hon ca chan
kinh caa Phat to.

Muoi may nam trede phu phu ldo An Binh hau lan lwgt mac bénh qua doi,
Co Quan con nho, 1a D6 1o twéng quan chu toan gitra bién cuong va triéu
dinh, mot minh chéo chong dai cuc, dang tiéc sau dé vét thwong cii tai phat,
chét trén dwong vién chinh Tay Bac, bay gio méi dé Co Quan lic ay chang
qua muoi bay tudi lam Thong soai Tay chinh.

C0 Quan: “Néu khong phai do lan do, lao nhan gia von c6 thé khoe manh
trang kién, khong dén mic vi mot tran phong han ma tai phat vét thwong
cli. Nam ay Nam ha tiéu phi khai hoan vé triéu, 1o nhan gia dang tau bao
1én triéu dinh, khong nhac mot chit dén sai lam cta ta, chi toan khoe cong,
dé ta ¢ lai trong quan.”

C0 Quan no6i dén day thi dirng lai m6t chuit.

Y bong cam thay hoi kho tin, doc duong toan nghi dén sau khi bat Truong
Canh phaéi gido huan thé nao, tir van dau can nhac dén vo dau, ai ngo ty
dung bién thanh ngoi xudng khai bado chuyén ci nam xwa mat mat cua
minh.

Y von twéng rang minh sé giit kin nhw bung nhitng chuyén dé, nhung hién
gio gid ra xem, dot nhién cling c6 thé than nhién doi mat.

Qua thye viegt ngoai tam ly gidi cta y vGi ban than.
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Co6 1é Tham Dich noéi ding, con tho va cha gia, qua that déu la trong trach
nang triu, cé thé deé ngudi ta cti dau, nhin ré chinh minh.

“S@ di ta ¢ trén vi tri nay, khong phai vi ta 1gi hai hon ai, ma la vi ta ho
C0,” C6 Quan nhin Trwdng Canh ndi, “Do6i khi, xuat than cta nguoi quyét
dinh ngwoi phdi lam gi, khong thé lam gi.”

Pay la lan dau tién C6 Quan giai thich cho Trwong Canh nguyén do minh
khong thé dan y di Tay Bac, tuy rang hét sitc khé hiéu.

Trwong Canh nhin y cham chu.

C0 Quan dan do mdt chut, lai noéi: “Nhwng néu nguoi that sy da suy nghi rd
minh nén di con duwdong thé nao, thi cling khong can ban khoan qua nhiéu,
chi can ta con séng, ta ludn c6 du stc lyc dé quét sach nhitng chuwéng ngai
khong nén c6 giup nguoi.”

Treong Canh von twang rang minh di theo Liéu Nhién hoa thugng da luyén
duwoc cai miéng gap ai cling dam md& ra noi chuyén, nhung hién gic madi
phat hién, “ai” nay, van phai loai trtv C6 Quan ra, khi d6i mat v6i Cé Quan,
y bién thanh an néi vung vé vé cung.

Y van cho rang minh la ganh nadng tién dé ném cho C6 Quan, la ké tham
lam thém nho dai thé giéi khong thudc vé minh, nhung thi ra khong phai
vay.

Trwong Canh tham nghi, khong thé con ai doi xr véi y nhw C6 Quan.

Pung luc nay, ngoai ctra dot nhién hién 1én mot bong nguoi: “Pai soai.”

CO Quan dinh than lai, khoat tay néi véi Treong Canh: “Nghi s6ém mot
chut, di theo hoa thuwgng kia an khong ngon ngu khong yén — A, hay nguoi
muon & lai ngua vGi ta?”

Trewong Canh: “...”7

Trong dau y “Dung” mot tiéng né hoa, 1ap titc d6 mat tdi mang tai.
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C6 Quan cuoi néi: “Con biét xau ho roi co day, tredc kia mo thay 4&c mong
sg phat khoc, khong phai déu la ta ru nguwoi nga a?”

Trewong Canh that sy khéng biét nén déi mat v6i phi bang thang thirng nay
thé nao — chu yéu la C6 Quan néi thang than vo tw nhw thue sy c6 vay!

Thiéu nién ban nay con thiét xan sinh hoa rot cudc tit ngoi, nhw buéc trén
may ma chay khéi phong C6 Quan.

Sau khi Triwong Canh di khoi, C6 Quan méi vay tay goi nguwdi ngoai ctra:
“Vao di.”

Mot twéng si mac huyén wng giap lap titc theo 10i tién vao.

Huyén wng no6i: “Thudc ha phung ménh dubi bat vi tang nhan kia...”

Liéu Nhién lén du do tiéu hoang t¥ xuat kinh, du rang viéc nay qua that rat
qua dang, nhung hién tai da tim dugc nguwdi r6i, C6 Quan ciing khong tién
dac toi nang véi H6 Quoc tw, hudong chi ban nay Trwong Canh con néi gitp.
C0 Quan: “Thoi, n6i mot tiéng véi Trong Trach, triét 1énh truy na di, ¥ bao
1a mo6t hiéu 1am, hom khac ta moi vi Liéu Nhién dai su kia an mot bita com
chay.”

“Trong Trach” chinh la tén ty ctia Diéu Tran Diéu dai nhan — tuy y néi th€,
nhwng chi can Liéu Nhién c6 dau 6c, tat khong dam téi du tiéc, C6 Quan
nam chac khién han nhin khuon mat minh thi ngay cd nwéc cling uéng
khong noi.

Huyén wng no thap giong noéi: “Thudc ha vo nang, con chwa phat hién tung
tich vi cao tang kia, nhwng chap t6i hom nay thay ong ta 1én mdt con do,
ben theo quan binh lén luc soat, lai phat hién viéc nay.”

No6i doan han 1ay mot cai tii vai nho cét trong 1ong, md ra phat hién la mot

manh vai, trén dinh chit bt phan mau vang.

C6 Quan nhan lay nhin qua lién nhiu may.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thi¢ nay y rat quen, tén la “todi tam” , la mot loai khoang thach sinh ra lam
ban vai tir lvu kim, nghién thanh bot bé vao tr lwvu kim theo ti 1€ nhat dinh,
c6 thé phong ngtra van chuyén dwong dai ti Ivu kim bat ngd boc chay, khi
stt dung dung cong nghé dac thu loc ra la dwgc, rat thuan tién.

Nhung binh thwong triéu dinh van chuyén tr lwu kim, khéng phai dung cy
dién chd trén troi thi 1a di quan dao, do trd quan cac noi phéi binh ho tong,
mot con do hoa thwong ciling c6 thé 1én tuy tién, sao lai c6 thit nay duwgc?

Co Quan: “Nguoi khong lam 16n chuyén chi?”
Huyén wng: “Pai sodi yén tam.”

C6 Quan ding day, budc tai cho hai budc: “Vay thi, 1énh truy na khong
dugce triét, ct tuyén bd v6i bén ngoai la ta nhat dinh phai bat dugc hoa
thwong kia, may huynh dé gitip ta theo d6i con do dé, xem né dén tir dau, di
vé dau...”

C0O Quan noi dén day thi chot dirng lai, y ngac nhién phat hién tam mat
minh bat dau ma& dan, trén nguwdi huyén wng ditng cach khong xa cé6 mot hw
anh khong dam khong nhat.

“Héng r6i,” Co6 Quan khong bién sac nghi, “Di qua nhanh, khong mang
thudc.”

Chang trach mang mang cam thay hinh nhw da quén chuyén gi, cai thung
com Tham Dich ciing khong chiu nhac nha'y.

Huyén wng: “Pai soai?”

C0 Quan diém nhién tiép tuc: “Néu co6 thé, tot nhat biét dwgc chu thuyén la
ai, dac biéet chu y binh nhat ai hay qua lai vi ho.”

Huyén wng khong nghi ngd gi: “Vang.”

“Tw tw, con nita,” C6 Quan goi han lai, “Néu tim dwgc hoa thuwgng kia, dan
han téi gap ta.”

Huyén wng 1ap tirc linh ménh ma di.

https://thuviensach.vn



Puoi huyén wng nay di roi, Co6 Quan van dén mang-song trén ban sang lén,
im ldng ngoi xudng.

Giang Nam khong sén xuat ti¢ lvu kim, néu mdy con do do that sy cé van
de, thi lai lich khong ngoai hai duwong — hodc 1a & Giang Nam c6 quan vién
ban lau, hodc la dén ti hai ngoai.

Néu la duong trude thi con dé néi, Giang Nam phu thit, trdi cao Hoang dé
xa, ho nhan ldc noi day pho bién khéi 16i trong trot ma 1én Iat an bét thoi,
viéc ndy tw c6 An sat Péc sat xtr 1y, khong t6i phién y tu ra tay.

Nhung néu la gia thiét sau, chi sg la phic tap r6i.

Pai Lwong bay dai quan chiing déu khong yéu, dac biét “giap” va “wng” la
hai nhanh lgi hai nhét, do ba doi Linh Xu vién déc hét tam huyét gay dung
nén, chi xét trang bi, cling tuyét déi khong thua kém ngudi Tay Duwong gidi
mon nay.

Doc moi “giao” la khong on.

“Giao” cua Pai Luong tuy la dung trong thuy chién, nhung binh thwong chi
phong tha trén bién, cyc it roi bén, khong thé so vGi thuyén 16n buom to
lw6t gio ré song cua nguwoi Tay Duong.

Ngay trudc cling thé — nam dé khi thwong 16 trén bién noi lién dong tay
nam bac, trén tuyén duyén héi, dau lai bén cdng co ho toan la thuyén
phuong Tay. Khi d6 Vi dé cam quyén, Pai Lwong tai dai khi thd, can ban
chang can thong thwong hang ngay véi man di Tay Dwong, déu la nguoi
Tay Duong chay tdi dao vang.

Khi do, cai goi la “thong thwong” , la nguoi ta dwa hang tGi tan ctra, bén
nay mdi ha minh mé@ bén cang, mién cwdng gitt lai may mon linh tinh,
thwdng cho ho it tién tiéu vat.

Cho dén tién dé va duong kim Hoang d€, tuy nhin thay 1¢i nhuan ctia thong
thwong hai van, déu rat nhiét tinh, nhwng do tuyén Tay Bac lién tuc mat 6n
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dinh, viéc phong vé trén bién cua “cy giao nhap hai” thiy chung bi gac lai,
khong phai khong c6 tién, thi la khdng dua tir lwu kim.

Néu trén con do dy that sy c6 ké 1én budn ban tr Ivu kim, nhuw vay v6 cung
c6 kha nang uy hiép dén phong vé tuyén Déng Hai.

ROi con Liéu Nhién hoa thuwgng, dan ho dén con do dy, rot cudc la vo tinh,
hay u muu da lau?

Chi m6t Iic ma mat C6 Quan da cang mo, y s@ nguc, tim duwge kinh lwu ly,
deo tam Ién miii, nhw vay it nhat mot con mat c6 thé hoi nhin r6.

C0 Quan cuoi khé mot tiéng, nghi bung: “Gid phai lam sao day?”

Truong Canh chan khong cham dat tron vé phong minh, tim dap van chwa
on dinh, vira day ctra da nhin thay mot hoa thwong trang toat, chwa kip binh
tinh da lai lan nita cang thang, voi vang dong ctra, ha giong noi: “Liéu
Nhién dai su, sao nguoi lai ¢ day?”

Liéu Nhién cuoi tim tim chap tay — A di da Phat, ban tang cho nao cha vao
duoc.

Hoa thwgng nay chac la ting luyén chiéu lai vo anh khit v6 tung, hét sitc
xuét quy nhap than, ngay ca pht An sét ciing c6 thé ra vao bat cit lic nao,
that sy 1a mot than nhan.

Hoa thuwong ra dau noi vGi Treong Canh: “Cé 1€ An Pinh hau lan nay dai
khai c6 thé tha cho ta ro6i, dién ha khong can lo lang.”

Truwong Canh khong cé lo lang cho han, tam tw sang té, nghi qua lién ngd
ra, hoi: “Nguwoi ¢6 y lgi dung ta dé du y t6i a? Pha Ung Thién rét cude c6
cai gi?”

Liéu Nhién nhin y tan thudng, cham rai gio hai tay lam thu ngit: “Dong Hai
giao yéu sap hoa rong, hoa thugng dac biét dan dén dai thién kiép.”

Han dinh &m chi diéu gi? Nguy virong mudn tao phan sao?

Hay la c6 chuyén gi khac?
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Nhat thoi, mdy y nghi lwét qua trong long Trwedng Canh, trwedc kia y chi biét
hoa thwgng nay nhap thé, nhuwng khong ngo han nhap thé sau dén vay, trong
anh mat khong ty chu dugce cé chit nhin k§ va phong bi.

Song khong doi y hoi nhiéu, Liéu Nhién da lam tha thé dudi theo, quen
dwong quen 16i nhdy qua ctra s6, Trwong Canh chan chtr mot chit, r6i thao
boi kiém di theo.

Chuong 30: Hrong nén

Khi Trwong Canh dudi theo Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng ra ngoai thanh, dém da
khuya, xung quanh chang con 4m thanh gi, tiéng xe g6 nho diém canh trong
thanh cling mo hé di xa. Thé la y ditng chan, mé& miéng goi nguoi phia
trede: “Liéu Nhién dai sw, chdm mot chut.”

Liéu Nhién dirng buéc.

Truong Canh n6i chuyén cham rai, thai do cling khong thiy chut gi la gian
dit, 6n hoa hitu 1é, nhw ngay truedc im lang udng tra kho dinh trong thién
phong vay.

Chi c6 ban tay da doi lén chudi kiém, tuy thoi tuot kiém ra, la cé thé dam
hoa thuwong kia thanh mot xién thit.

Truwong Canh: “Nhitng ngay qua thuong cung dai su thanh dam, ta dwoc 1gi
khong it, cling biét dai su lo nghi cho thién ha, khong phéi nguwdi an phan
trong thién vién dam phat luan dao — xuat than lai lich cua ta, c6 thé dai sw
da nghe néi qua. Hau gia tung hoanh ngan dam, la danh twéng mot thoi,
nhuwng bat ludn gia quéc giang son dat y trén vi tri nao, vGi ta ma néi, y
cling chi la than nhdn nwong twa 1an nhau. Ta la mot tiéu nhan vat, khong
c6 bon sy gi, thiét trong tay mién cwdng du song yén ma thoi, khong lo
nghi dugc dai sy, trong long chi c6 m6t hau pha to bang ban tay va vai
nguoi, mong rang dai su lwvgng giai.”

Liéu Nhién: “...”
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Truwong Canh binh thwdong ndéi chuyén véi Cé Quan thé nao han khong biét,
song v@i ngudi ngoai, 1a “1oi ba phan, ham sic mwdi phan”. Liéu Nhién
von cho la minh da linh gido r6i, nhing han van tuyét doi khong ngo dugrc,
trén doi co thé c6 nguwoi dem 10i dang dang sat khi “giao tinh thi giao tinh,
dam dong t6i Co Quan, ta sé dam chét ngwoi” noi ra 6n hoa dén thé.

Liéu Nhién cidi dau nhin d6i giay nha sw chay su6t mot ngay da khong nhan
ra mau, tham do: “DPién ha dong doi thién hoang, long da nhan hau, nén cé
mot phen thién dia, khong can tu coi nhe minh.”

Trewong Canh than sac than nhién, khong bi lay chuyén: “Nam nhi sinh ra
trén thé gian, néu ngay ca mot mau ba quanh minh ciing khéng coi chirng
dugc, thi can gi phéng tam mat xa nhu vay?”

Liéu Nhién hoi cwoi kho, biét y khong dé lira, danh phai vung tay thé thot:
“C0 sodi la reong cot ctia xa tac, kéo mot sgi toc tat dong toan than, hoa
thugng sao dam may may c6 tam lam loan?”

Treong Canh van dat tay trén chudi kiém: “Nhuwng dai sw qua that cé y dinh
du nghia phu ta dén noi day.”

Liéu Nhién nghiém tic: “Mai dién ha di theo ta.”

Trewong Canh nhin han cham cham chéc 1at, mot lan nita cam boi kiém Ién,
mim cwdi néi: “Vay thi lam phién dai sw dan dwong giai moi nghi hoac.”
Giai khong dwgc van phai dam chét nguoi.

Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng cdi tang bao, 1at ngwoc mat trong ra, chi thay bach

tang bao nhw dé tang kia lai c6 t&i hai mat, bén trong la mau den, khoac 1én
nguoi va trum lén dau, hoa thwgng lién tan vao bong toi.

Truwong Canh: “...”

Trong long y khong tw chti dwgc ndy ra mot nghi van — doc duwong ho tw
kinh thanh dao choi dén Giang Nam, hinh nhw qua that chua tirng thay Liéu
Nhién thay quan &o bao gid, vay bén trong tang bao nay rét cudc von la vai
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den, hay la han chang bao gid chiu giat, mac den mdt mat lién 14t lai mac
tiép?

Vira nghi thé, Trwong Canh lién tai phat bénh sach sé, co ho khong cach
nao soéng vai dong hanh véi cao tang nita!

Liéu Nhién mdc “y phuc da hanh” dan Trwong Canh di gitta Giang Nam
cau nhé nuwéc chdy quanh co chang chit, nhanh chéng dén bén tau van
chuyén ndi dia.

Con duwong gitra hai van va kénh dao ndi dia Pai Lwong tr muoi nam tredc
da thong sudt, hai tuyén song song, thuyén qua lai rat nhanh va tién, tirng
thanh toan cho vung dat phon hoa ven séng, nhung may nam gan day do
thué ma qua nang ma c6 vé hoi tiéu diéu.

Song lac da gay con to hon ngwa, lic nay dém da khuya, ma trén bén tau
van c6 thuong thuyén va thuyén cong hoi ha nguge xudi.

Liéu Nhién khoat tay ngan budc chan Truwong Canh, ra dau: “Phia truedc da
c6 tai mat cia Huyeén Thiét doanh, khong dugc ti€p can nita.”

Truong Canh li€éc mat nhin han, 14y thién ly nhan ra nhin mat nwéc.

Trén bén tau gié ém song lang, thuyén cong va phu khuan vac di qua di lai,
bén bd c6 mdot sO twdng si diéu ti trd quan Giang Nam dang kiém tra hang
héa, y khong nhin thdy nguwoi ctia Huyén Thiét doanh, cling khong thay mat
nuwéc co gi di thuong.

Trwong Canh lic nay khong tin Liéu Nhién lam, khong hé héi thang, tw
minh im ldng quan sat — thuyén cong dang chat hang lén, hang héa thong
nhat dung bang ruvong gé mong, treede khi 1én thuyén phai mé nap rwong ra,
dat trén bang chuyén chuyén dong bang banh rang, dé tri quan thu vé kiém
tra, roi lai chuyén dén dau kia, c6 may thuyén cong dang chd ¢ do, lan lugt
khiéng rwong da niém phong lén thuyeén.

May hom tredc di qua, nghe bach tinh dia phwong chuyén phiém nhac t6i,
bén tau van chuyén duong bién va duwong song doi v6i thuwong thuyén binh
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thwong khong tra nghiém lam, do Giang Nam gan day bat dau pho bién
khoi 16i trong trot, triéu dinh cdp xudng mot s6 lwgng 16n t lvu kim, deé
phong c6 ké gian mua di ban lai, mai lam chdt hon.

Rwong kiém hang vira md ra, cach xa tram trwgng, Truong Canh cling
khong nhin dugc nhan miii: “Mui gi vay?”

Liéu Nhién & bén canh viét 1én cdy: “Huong nén.”
Truong Canh strng sot: “Cai gi?”

Liéu Nhién ra dau: “Pién ha & sudt trong phi An Pinh hau, huan hwong
dung chac han déu la ngy ban, chwa tirng thady hang ré ma binh dan bach
tinh dung. Pay la dem mot dong hwong liéu dau thiva dudi theo ép thanh
dang m& hodc cao, mui cyc ky néng, mua vé phdi thém ba 16p hop madi
khong mat mui, moi lan chi can 1ay ra mot it, dung nwéc am hoa tan, la c6
thé dung mdy thang lién. Mot hop huong nén chi to bang ngoén cai, dung t6i
chin muwdi nam cling khong thanh van deé, chi ton mot xau tién thoi.”

Huwong nén qua dac, thom dén mitc do nhat dinh, lai bién thanh tanh hoi,
Trwong Canh ngti ma dau ca dau, khong mang stra lai hiéu lam cua hoa
thwong — hau phu chuva ti'ng dung huan hwong, quan do giat xong chi c6
mui bo két thdi.

Treong Canh gio thién 1y nhan, bong thay trén thwong thuyén kia c6 than
hinh mot nam nhan lwét qua, phuc sitc an van déu khac nguoi Trung
Nguyén, nhd tdi kién thitc hai ngoai Liéu Nhién tirng giang cho, lién hai:
“Hinh nhw ta da nhin thdy mot ngwoi BDong Doanh ma dai sw titng néi, vay
day la thwong thuyén dwa dén Bong Doanh... Nguoi Bong Doanh can
nhiéu hwong nén nhw vay lam gi, dem vé nha nau an a?”

Liéu Nhién nhin y tan thwéng.

Ruong go dung day huong nén uén lugn nhi mot con rong, bén nam chiéc
thuyén 16n an trong dém t6i chd & do, so véi thuwong thuyén van chuyén
thiy san twoi con do so hon.
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Néu m6t hop hwong nén cé thé dung t6i chin mwdi nam, sao con cé ngwoi
mua nhiéu dén vay?

Pirng néi quan ddo Bong Doanh to bang ban tay, du la dan gian Pai Lwong
cling chwra chac mua hét dwgc may con thuyén nay.

Tri quan ¢ bén tau bi ngdp dén gian giua nwdc mat, cam khan tay bit miii,
ra sttc giuc thuyén cong khiéng hom nhanh 1én, con ché von ho trg kiém tra
bén canh sém da nam bep dim vi ngdp.

Truong Canh thap giong hoi: “Thinh gido dai suw, ch6 bén canh tri quan la
tra cai gi vay?”

“D6 la ‘cho doc sat’,” Liéu Nhién néi, “Tw Iwu kim c6 vi dang nhat, nguoi
ngtri khong thay, nhung cho lai rat thinh, t& lvu kim 1a viéc 16n, thoi ky Vi
dé ha ménh lénh chét chan chinh chg den t Ivu kim, ché déc sat lap cong
16n, dén nay van con dung.”

Choé doc sat mat trang da vi mui hwong nén chat lwgng kém nong ndc, dirng
néi la t&r lvu kim, ngay ca khiic xwong chac han cling ngtri khong ra.

Trewong Canh: “Cho nén dai sw hoai nghi doi thuyén Bong Doanh nay co
muc dich den t6i, m&i dan nghia phu ta dén tra?”

Liéu Nhién con chwa kip gat dau, Trieong Canh da 1ap téc ép hoi: “Vay xin
héi dai sw, sao nguwoi biét Hau gia nha ta sé dich than dén? Hon nita day
von nén 1a chuyén caa trd quan pha Ung Thién va Giang Nam, y lai trén
viéc ma dén, sao nguwoi dam chac y nhat dinh sé nhing tay? Vi sao nguoi
khong di tim Tuan pht Ung Thién, khong di tim An sat P6c sat dai nhan,
ma nhat dinh phai bé gan cau xa, hao ton tdm co dan y tir Tay Bac t6i?”
Liéu Nhién: “...”

Han von nghi, thiéu nién nay lan dau mot minh xa nha, da dung phai am
muu 16n nhw vay, trong lic kinh hai, rat dé dang lo la chuyén khac — nhwng
han khong ng@, Treong Canh lai khong hé hodng sg, tir dau dén cudi chi
nhiu may mét cai, hon nita nhat dinh phai héi cho ré ngon nguon.
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Hoa thwong khong nhin dwgc nghi téi don dai nam do khi Co Quan tuw
Nhan Hoi tiéu tran dan dita tré nay vé — c6 nguwdi néi man toc lam loan &
Nhan Hoi tran, la do dwdng mau cua t¢ dién ha mot tay thic day, t& dién ha
dai nghia diét than, m@i giip Huyén Thiét doanh c6 chuan bi, mdt lwdi bat
hét dam ngwdi man.

Nhung Trweong Canh khi d6 méi may tu6i? Cung lam la mwdi hai muwdi ba
thoi. ..

Liéu Nhién chgt rat muén hoéi mot cau, rang “lic Nhan H6i nhiéu loan,
nguoi c6 giét nguwdi chwa” , gidy lat sau lai nuét xuéng, bdi vi cdm thay
khong can thiét.

Treong Canh lang lang nhin han, trong dém trang, Liéu Nhién trong thay
hai béng den nhat ttv d6i mat y.

Han sém biét & Truong Canh co6 sy thong minh va tredng thanh sém dac
biét, con cho rang dé la sy man cam do ldc bé than phan thay doi bat ngo,
an nhd & dau chén kinh thanh ma sinh ra, mai dén lic nay, hoa thugng mai
thinh linh y thitc dwgc, chi e trong mat thiéu nién nay tirng nhin thay goc toi
ma nguoi khac khong ai hay biét.

Han tham chi hoai nghi, ngay cad C6 Quan ciing khong biét.

Thai d6 ctia Liéu Nhién than trong han, dan do gidy lat, m&i cham rai ra
ddu: “Ta biét y sé dén, ta cling biét chi can y dén r6i, thi nhat dinh sé nhing
tay. Viéc nay lién luy rat rong, mot phi Ung Thién nho nhé khong thé giai
quyét — cé mot s6 viéc, trong long Hau gia han cling hiéu ngam nhw chiing

»

ta.
Trewong Canh hip mat, nhay bén chu y téi han néi “ching ta”.

Pung ltic nay, phia sau bong c6 tiéng gi6 vang lén, Liéu Nhién con chwa
kip phan tng, boi kiém nhw trang sitc bén hong Truwong Canh da rit ra cai
keng, day la phan (tng ban nang sau vo s6 lan so chiéu vdi thiét khoi 16i.
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B0i kiém sang loang nhu tuyét dap vao cat phong nhan huyeén thiét, Treong
Canh nhan ra nguwdi dén la huyén wng, ca hai dong thai triét binh khi lui lai.

Huyén wng thuan thé quy mot goi xuong: “Kinh nhiéu dién ha r6i — Hau gia
bao thudc ha dan dién ha va dai su tré ve.”

Pubi 16ng may Trwong Canh vira ha xuéng khé nhuwéng 1én, lam sao Co
Quan biét y va Liéu Nhién 1én dén day?

“Hiéu ngam” ma Liéu Nhién hoa thwgng ndi la gi?

Liéu Nhién lai khong hé giat minh, biét diéu thido cai khan trum dau buo6n
cudi xuong, bao twéng trang nghiém chap tay hanh 1€, v6 thanh thang hitu
thanh biéu dat “vay thi xin quay ray”.

Sang s6m hom sau, mot huyén wng dén go ctra.

Huyén wng kia noéi: “Liéu Nhién dai su phai tiép tuc du lich, Pai sodi cling
phai vé gap Tay Bac, nho thudc ha ho tong dién ha quay vé hau phu, xin
dién ha chi thi, Iic nao thich hgp va thuan tién dé xuat phat.”

Néu khong phai dém hom trudc nhin thdy may top thwong thuyén Dong
Doanh quy di & bén do s6ng dao, Tredng Canh cam thay minh sé tin.
Khong dgi y mé& miéng, doi dién c6 ngudi go nhe lan can go cua hanh lang.
Huyén wng quay dau lai, thdy 6ng s cam hanh tung quy bi kia khong biét
ditng d6 tr khi nao. Liéu Nhién dung thu ngit bao Triwong Canh “chd mat
chit” , chinh lai 4o mi, tryc tiép day ctra phong C6 Quan.

Huyén wng va Truong Canh cung ha hoc mém — hoa thugng kia vay ma
khong go cura!

Néu khong phai ca hau phu déu biét Cé6 Quan ghét dau troc, Trudng Canh
co ho hoai nghi hai ngudi nay quan hé khong vira.

C¢ 1€ 1a sg bi danh bay ra, Liéu Nhién day ctra xong khong hé tryc tiép vao
phong, chi chap tay chao ngudi bén trong.
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C06 Quan vay ma khong noi néng, giong néi hoi mat kién nhan tir trong
phong truyén ra: “Pai su c6 diéu gi chi gido?”

Liéu Nhién ra dau: “Pai soai, wng non khong hé la 16n 1én trong 16ng vang,
huong chi Ian nay ngai dang can may thi tong dé tranh tai mat ctia ngwoi ta,
thi tai sao khong dan dién ha theo? Tién dé lwu lai vi Nhan Bac quan vuong
cho dién ha, qua mét hai nam nita, y ciing phai 1én triéu dwong roi.”

Co6 Quan lanh lung tra 16i: “Pai su khong khoi quan qua nhiéu r6i.”

Lic nay, Liéu Nhién tién 1én mot buwdc, dot nhién budc qua bac cira, & cho
ngwoi khac khong nhin thdy, han twa ho lam tha thé gi d6 véi Co Quan.

C0 Quan trong phong dot nhién tram mac.

Truwong Canh nghe Tao Nuong Tt & sau lung nhé giong héi: “Y gi thé? Pai
sodi dinh dan ching ta di dau?”

Tim y chot dap nhw dién. Trong long Trwong Canh biét ro, vGi tinh tinh Co
Quan, sé tuyét doi khong chiu dan y di, y von cling cho rang minh sé phai
lwa chon gitra “lén bam theo, ty tién hanh dong” va “ngoan ngoan vé kinh,
khong dé ngwoi ay nhoc long” , chwa bao gio trong mong C6 Quan lai chiu
dan minh di cung.

Lan nay chot day 1én sy mong doi, long ban tay da rin mo hoi.

Luc giang co v&i ngwdi man y cling chwa tirng cang thang nhu vay.

Mot ldc 1au, y nghe thdy C6 Quan thd dai: “Theo thi theo, nhung khong
dugc phép roi khoi ta, c lam nhu trede do da noi.”

Cat Ban Tiéu va Tao Nuong T can ban khong biét phai di lam gi 1ap tirc
reo ho, Treong Canh cti dau ho nhe mot tiéng, dan nu cwoi ngdy ngb noi
khée mo6i xubng, dong thoi, lai mot nghi van ndy lén trong long — Liéu
Nhién da noi gi v6i C6 Quan?

Trén doi lai con cé nguoi thuyét phuc dugc nghia phu y sao?

Khong bao lau, mét co xe ngwa ca tang lién di vé huwéng ngoai thanh.
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Panh xe 1a mot hoa thugng, trong xe la mot cong ti¢ “van nhwgc” dan theo
hai tiéu tw va mot nha hoan, may huyén wng di theo C6 Quan da khong thay
bong dang.

Trewong Canh lai khong nhin dwge nhin Cé Quan. Y da thao hét giap try,
thay treong bao cao cd tay rong, che mat vét thwong trén co, téc khong buii,
phong lwu bat kham ma x6a xudng, nhw mot sy trao phing véi ké troc dau
danh xe, mat bit mot manh vai den.

Khong nhin thay ntta trén khuén mat y, Trieong Canh do ndo phat hién, su
cht y ctia minh luén khéng ty chi dwgc ddo quanh doi moi tai nhgt cta tiéu
nghia phy, danh phdi mat nhin miii miii nhin miéng thu tam nhin vé.

Cat Ban Tiéu khong nhin dugc 1én tiéng: “Hau gia, vi sao ngai phai gia
thanh nhw thé?”

C06 Quan hoi nghiéng dau vé huéng ga, chi chi tai minh, nghiém tic noi:
“Ta diéc, dirng n6i chuyén vai ta.

Cat Ban Tiéu: “...”
biéc dén that ba dao.

Khéng biét la cht y d& hoi ctaa tén nao, C6 Quan dinh 1dy than phan hvong
st tra tron 1én may chiéc thuyén chd hwong nén kia. Dan gian cé mot so
nguoi theo nghé hwong cho rang ngli cdm sé lam hong khitu giac, lién lam
nguwoi ta mu di€c tr nho, dé ho song nhd vao khitu giac, hwong sw boi
dwdng nhuw vay la cdp cao nhat, dan gian ton xung la “hwong tién sinh” ,
mot khi xuat su, thién kim kho cau.

C0O Quan che mat, dong gia ké diéc, tir khi ra ngoai da bat dau la dang vé
nay, con yéu cau nguoi khac khong dugc néi vdi y, dién rat tap trung.

Di dén bén tau, da c6 nguoi tiép ttng & do, Trueong Canh vén man xe, thiy
mot nam ti trung nién map lun cwdi rat hoa khi hwéng vé phia xe ngwa noi:
“Truwong tién sinh dén hoi mudn, trén dwong c6 viéc tri hoan sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chang hiéu C6 Quan than khong biét quy khong hay dung danh hao cua ai,
Truwong Canh nghi bung, hvong sw chan chinh dai khai da bi huyén wng
gitta dwong bat mat r6i. Y than sac khong thay doéi, chap tay néi: “Xin 16i,
tién sinh nha ta tai mat bat tién.”

Nam ti¥ trung nién no sing sot, C6 Quan vo canh tay Truong Canh, dua tay
dé y do.

Truong Canh voi d& y, dong thoi trong 1ong nghi hodc nha tham: “Cho du
la gia v@, mat y cting che roi, sao hanh dong khong thdy may may bat tién
VaY?,,

Treéce khi vo Trueong Canh, ngay ca dong tac so soang ciing khong co,
diém dirng chuan x4c, tréi lai nhw la y da mu quen r6i.

Song moi nghi hodc nay chi thoang qua, ltic xudéng xe C6 Quan hoi khom
lung, co hé phdi dwa vao khuyu tay Triwong Canh, y dot nhién bé giap try,
lic nay nhin lai hoi gay, Trwong Canh c6 do gidc nhw minh dwa tay la cé
thé 6m tron ca nguoi y vay.

DPiéu nay lam miéng luGi Truong Canh dot nhién kho khoc, sy minh man
mot cau birc sat mot cau khi chat van Liéu Nhién khong con sét lai chat
nao, chi duy tri sy trdn dinh ngoai mat mot cach kho khan, vira tdm vién y
ma, vira nhw cai xac khong hon do C6 Quan di dén tredc mat nguwdi trung
nién no.

Trén mat ngwoi trung nién kia nhanh chéng thoang qua nét nghi hodc va dé
phong, han chap tay néi: “Thit cho tai ha khong biét cac ha lai 1a ‘hwong
tién sinh’, ching ta lam an nho, ban toan la hwong nén may van tién mot
hop, nao moi dwgce ngai...”

Han con chwa dit 101, may han ti¢ an mdc kiéu thuyén cong nhao nhao quay
dau lai, moi ké mat 10 ra tinh quang, huyét thai dwong hai 16i 1én, nhin qua
la biét, dam nay can ban khong phai thuyén cong gi.
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Truwong Canh hoi cii dau, chi lam nhw khong nhin thay, tién 1én m6t budc,
khéo 1éo che C6 Quan & sau lung, viét vao long ban tay y: “Tién sinh,
nguoi ta hoi lai lich cua chung ta kia.”

Chuong 31: Hao Ly

CoO Quan mat khong doéi sac, tran dinh 1dy mot bao thw tit trong long dwa
cho Truwong Canh.

Trong bao khong cé thu, chi c6 vd, bay ra mui hwong lanh lanh, dwong nhw
1a hon hgp cia tram hwong va giang huong.

bém hém trudc, huyén wng luc ra ba phong thw trén nguwoi huwong su bat
dwgc, day la mot trong s6 do, va ba phong c6 mui khong gidng nhau.
Huong su kia kha ciing xwong, nghiém hinh bitc cung kiéu nao cting khong
chiu khai — duong nhién, trong thdi gian ngan, cho du han khai, C6 Quan
chwa chac da dam tin.

Trong ba phong thw, phong duy nhat C6 Quan c6 thé néi ro xudt xi¥, chinh
la phong nay.

Tuwong truyén huwong nay la do hon quan tién triéu mu quang tin vao ta ma
ngoai dao, 1énh cho cung nhan ché ra thit trg thang tién, goi la “ngw hoang
hwong” , lanh ma khong thanh, ung dung hoa quy, & cho tién dé tirng 1én du
tri* mot chit, c6 mot nam tdm huyét dang trao dung mot it, mui qua that
khac v6i huan hvong thwong dung trong cung.

Tién dé lén cho y biét, thit nay tuy dé nghe, nhirng con goi la “vong quoc
hwong” , 1én dung mot lan thi thoi, chit dé cac Ngu st biét lai am 1én, nhat
thiét khong thé 10 ra.

Nhiéu nam tréi qua, Co6 Quan van con khac siu an twgng vdi “vong quoc
huwong” nay.

Trewong Canh mdéi hoi cang thang, Cé Quan lién 1ap titc nhan ra, khong dgi
y viét chit vao tay minh, da bat dau ty hoi kha nang ném phong thw nay ra
Itra dwgce 16n dén mic nao.
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C06 Quan suy tinh mot chit, tham nghi: “Lay mot trong ba, dwoc, do chac
an con rat 16n, khong dwgc thi binh dén twéng chan, nwdc dén dat chan.”

Van hanh, “dd chac an” nay chi c6 minh y nam trong long, nhitng nguoi
khac chi c6 thé nhin thdy y ngoai mat chac chan cwce ky, danh phai binh tinh
theo.

Nguoi trung nién hoi thay doi than sac, nhan phong thw, dé dwdi mii ngi
vai lan, vé mat thay doi khé lwong.

Trwong Canh nghi bung: “Phai dong thu sao?”

Nhwng C6 Quan ung dung vo vo mu ban tay cang lén cua y.

Nguoi trung nién no lai ngang dau nhin C6 Quan, vé mat nghiém tic hon
khong it, néi: “Tai ha Dich Tung, chinh la tong ba dau cta s6 thuwong
thuyén nay, khong biét tién sinh tir ddu ma dén, mudn di vé dau?”

Dbay la tiéng 16ng, Treong Canh viét rdo mot nam mot mwdi trong long ban
tay Co Quan.

Co Quan lan dau tién md miéng, no6i: “Pén tir trén mat dat, di t&di Hao Ly.”
Nam t trung nién ty xuwng Pich Tung kia dwong nhu giat minh, do dy giay
lat, giong hoi yéu di: “Vay... vay thi lam phién hwong tién sinh, moi.”

CO Quan ding do khong nhidc nhich, diéc tron vai vo cung, cho tGi khi
Truwong Canh kéo nhe mot céi, y méi mat khong biéu cam dé Truong Canh
dat di, ro rang la mot “hwong tién sinh” mat hét ngti cam, tinh tinh c6 quai.
Nh& ¢6 tay do rong thung thinh cia Cé Quan che 14p, Truong Canh viét vao
long ban tay y: “Sao nghia phu biét tiéng 16ng ctia ho?”

That ra thi day la doi thoai gitta hai thuyén vién ma huyén wvng dém hom
tredc phung ménh giam thi thwong thuyén da nghe 1én dwgc, khong phan
16n nho bao hét cho y, ky thwc C6 Quan can ban khong biét né c6 y nghia
gl, ma van ltra gat ngudi ta.
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Y hét nhv mot con séi, khoac lac v6i Trwong Canh: “Chuyén gi ta chang
biét.”

Trewong Canh: “...”7

Poan nguoi thuan lgi 1én thwong thuyén Bong Doanh, miy nguwdi Dong
Doanh nhao nhao tho dau ra, t0 mo dom ngé hwong tién sinh trong truyén
thuyét.

Pong Doanh bi Pai Lwong anh hwdng, van héa than phat thinh hanh, khong
it ké thay mot hoa thuwgng theo sau Cé Quan, lién roi rit 16 dién chao héi.

Truong Canh binh tinh danh gia nhitng nguwdi Pong Doanh nay — sé lwgng
so V(i y twéng twgng con nhiéu hon, 1ay danh nghia ho tong thwong thuyén,
trén nguwoi déu trang bi truong dao, c6 vai ké con giat thiét oan khau vdi phi
tiéu kiéu dang co quai trén co tay va ong quan. Lai gan c6 thé ngti dugc
mui mau twoi thoang thoang trén nguwoi ho.

Dot nhién phia sau cé ké quat to mét tiéng, mot ngwdi BDong Doanh mang
mat na than khong biét quy khéng hay ha xuéng phia sau C6 Quan, khéng
noi hai 10i, vung loan dao chém t&i lung y.

Trwong Canh phan ng cuc nhanh, kiém chwa ra khéi vo, da chan loan dao
ctia doi phuong.

Nguoi BDong Doanh the thé kéu mot tiéng ki la, than thé nho gay udn thanh
mot do cong cO qudi, ca nguwdi nhe con ran khong xwong, loan dao trong
tay héa thanh 1uGi ran ta mon, lién tiép xuat bay dao vé huéng Truong
Canh, dong thoi, vai trai cua han dot nhién né hoa, mot mii phi tiéu Dong
Doanh bat ngd phong thang vé huwéng Co Quan.

Ma C6 Quan kia khong biét la dién kich phai dién dén cung hay la muén
thé nao, lai ditng tai cho ché hé nhiic nhich, nhw la khong hé hay biét!

Dudi tinh thé cdp bach, vé va than kiém trong tay Truong Canh chia lam
hai, y ném manh vé kiém ra, danh bay phi tiéu khi n6 co ho sugt nguwe Co
Quan.
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Truwong Canh khong phai lan dau so chiéu v6i nguoi ta, cling khong phai
lan dau hiém twgng hoan sinh, lai 1a l1an dau c6 ké suyt nita da thwong tiéu
nghia phu ngay tredc mat y, chi tich tac trong mat y hién 1én mot tang dé
nhat, O Nhi C6t trén nguoi dot nhién ruc rich.

Y khé quat mot tiéng, co tay chot chidi xuéng, dung chiéu thitc binh thuong
d6i pho khoi 16i hau kiém, loan dao trong tay nguwdi Dong Doanh rung
manh, co ho bi dé cong, khong chd déi phwong triét dao, Truong Canh da
da vao that lwng han.

Nghe néi dé tién bé vugt néc bang twong an ndp am sat, than thé mot s6
nguwoi Pong Doanh nhé gay hon binh thwong, nam nhan nhw ran nay chac
la nhan tai kiét xuét trong s6 do, tuy rang qua nhién linh hoat quy quyét,
nhung ciling that sy khong chiu dugc don, bi Treong Canh da suyt 10i ca
rudt, khong cam néi loan dao nita, ldo dao tranh di.

Thé nhung Truwong Canh khéng dinh budng tha, mii chan khéu loan dao
dwéi dat, ghim trwedc mat han ta, trrong kiém trong tay xoay mot vong,
muon chém ngudi BDong Doanh kia lam doi.

Viéc nay chi dién ra trong tich tac, chung quanh ca dich lan hitu, chwva ai
kip phan tng, da thdy Truong Canh dong tdc mau le muén ra don sat thu,
ba tiéng “dirng tay” dong thoi vang lén.

May thanh triong dao Déng Dwong dong thoi tir bon phia gio tgi, ba chan
bon cang can kiém phong bé nghé vo song ctia Trueong Canh.

Liéu Nhién hoa thugng ha hoc mém dirng nhin Iic nay méi kip lau mo héi
— Trwdng Canh dém hom tredc uy hiép dam chét han lai la that.

Truwong Canh thap giong néi: “Tranh ra!”

DPich Tung v0i chay t6i, lubn mom no6i: “Hiéu lam hiéu lam, déu la hiéu
lam thoi. Vi Thwgng Xuyén tién sinh nay méi dén Pai Lwong, chwa hiéu
quy ca lam, thay tiéu huynh dé deo dao, lién mudn dua gion mat chut, tiéu
huynh dé dai nhan dai lwong, dirng chap nhat.”
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Truwong Canh doi mat hoi phiém dé nhin cham cham xa nam s¢ hai lui ra
sau nguwoi ta, gan hai chir: “Pua gion?”

DPich Tung cwoi lam lanh, quay sang C6 Quan ditng ngoai nhw khéng c6
viéc gi: “Truong tien sinh...”

Nhin khuén mat vo cadm cta vi ay, han lai nhé ra huwong suw cap cao nhat déu
khong nhin thay ciling chang nghe thay, danh phai tién 1én mot buwdc, mudn
vO canh tay C6 Quan.

Con chuva dung trung thi phia sau dot nhién co mot dao 1é phong kéo tai,
may ma DPich Tung phéan ng nhanh, néu khéng tir co tay tré xudng sé kho
gitr.

Truwong Canh: “DPung dung vao y!”

bich Tung: “...”

Trong nhém ngudi nay, mot ké khong nghe thay, mot ké khéng thé néi, mot
doi tré choai choai ditng canh nhau nhw tréng com va chay go, chi mot
nguoi cé thé thay mat ho néi chuyén, thi vo caa thanh hung khi trong tay
con chwa nhat len.

Bau khong khi nhét thoi cang thang han.

Lic nay, C6 Quan r6t cudc mé miéng: “Con dirng day lam gi? DBung dé 16
thoi gian xuat phat thuyén.”

Cudc xung dot kinh tdm dong phach vira r6i, dwong nhw y hoan toan khong
cam nhan dugc.

DPich Tung voi hoa gidi: “Pung thé dung thé, déu la ngudi mot nha...”

Han con chwa ditt 101, C6 Quan da khong coi ai ra gi ma gio mot tay 1én,
Truwong Canh ditng mot chit, doan dung miii kiém khéu vé kiém dwdi dat,
tra kiém vao, tién lén d& tay C6 Quan ma dan di.

Liéu Nhién hoa thwong danh phai doan hau, han hoa khi chap tay mot lan
v6i dam ngudi Pong Doanh hodng sg xung quanh, lai khong biét 1ay tir dau
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ra m@& phat chau go cii rich, bén ngoai phat chau c6 mot 16p son do sam,
dong gia dan hvong do, 16p son lau nam da bi hoa thwgng xoay rét, thanh
mot chuoi dan hwong do loang 16.

Tiéu hoa thwgng mat trang dong dang quan ao loang 16 cuwdi twoi réi, im
lang tung kinh, vira siéu do nhitng nguoi trudc mat, vira xua Cat Ban Tiéu
va Tao Nuong Tt dudi theo.

Lic nay, nhitng ngudi Bong Doanh gap go doc duong déu nhuw 1am dai dich
nhin theo béng lung ho, nhat thdi khong con ai dam téi chao haéi.

Trwong Canh than kinh cang thang dwa Co Quan dén thang gian phong ma
thwong thuyén dac biét chuan bi cho hwong sw, can than nhin thoang qua
bén ngoai, mgi dong ctra quay lai: “Nghia...”

C0 Quan quay nguoi lai, gio mot ngon tay 1én miéng.

Vi thinh lyc ctia Cé Quan lic nay, triv phi hét vao tai y, néu khéng can ban
chang nghe 16 cai gi.

Xung quanh yén tinh dén mitc chi con lai tiéng tham thi khe khé, nhung y
c6 thé thong qua dong khi kéo theo khi Truwong Canh déng ctra cdp téc
quay nguwoi lai dé phan doan dia tré kia c6 thé mudn néi chuyén véi minh,
v0i va ngan lai trudc.

Thi¢ thudc dac biét ctia Co6 Quan la do mot vi cao nhan dan gian ma cyu bo
cta ldo Hau gia khong biét tim dau ra ké cho Iic hon mwdoi tudi, trede do y
van phai chiu dung tai mat mu diéc bat tién.

Ldo Hau gia nita doi thiét huyét, nghiém véi chinh minh, so véi ban than
cang nghiém hon chinh la nhi t, can ban khong biét hai chit “cung chiéu”
viét thé nao, bat ké C6 Quan nhin thdy hay khong, bat ké trong long y c6
cam giac gi, cong phu nén luyén phai luyén, thiét khoi 16i cling tuyét doi
khong vi tai mat y bat tién ma n