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G161 thi€u nd1 dung:

Bi mdt con con thi duwoc. Nhung bi mat lon thi ban phdai de chung...

Tro vé tir Ottawa sau thuong vu dam phan khong thanh, may bay cia
Emma Corrigan roi vao ving nhiéu loan khong khi. Pong co rén ri, may
bay chao ddo, 46 udng ban tung tée, va tiéng hanh khach 1am ram ciu
nguyén khién ¢ thuc sy hoang loan va tuyét vong. Trong nhiing gidy phut
kinh hoang nhat cudc doi minh Ay, c6 cam thiy can phai néi chuyén voi ai
d6 dé tu tran an minh.

“Chiing ta sé khong thé song sot. Téi biét ching ta sé khéng thé. Thé
la hét. Téi méi hai muoi lam tuéi, vi Chita. Téi chwa sdan sang. Toi con
chwa dat dwoc bdt civ diéu gi. Téi chiea tirng c6 con. Téi chwa timg ciiu
diroc mot mang song... Téi con chwa bao gio' leo niii, téi chwa xam minh.
T6i tham chi con khéng biét minh c6 diém G hay khéng...”

Va ctr thé, nhitng bi mat riéng tu nhat cua co6 ao ao tudén ra nhu thac i
vo1 mQt nguoi dan Oong xa la ng61 bén canh, d€ r61 mot chudi nhitng tinh
hudng dé khoc do cuoi bat dau maé ra sau do...

Mot cau chuyén xoay quanh nhitng bi mat nho day tha vi khién ta
phai doc ngau nghién, phai bat cudi va thiy long minh 4m lai boi anh séng
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lap lanh ctia mot tinh yéu chan thanh.

“Tac gia cua series Tin do Shopping lai mang dén mot tdc pham vui
nhon va di ddm mang dam dau an cua riéng co6.”

— Booklist
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G161 thiéu tac gia:

Sophie Kinsella, tén that 1a Madeleine Wickham, sinh ra tai London.
Co timg 14 gido vién va phong vién tai chinh. Hién c6 song tai London cing
chdng va ba con. Sophie Kinsella timg viét kha nhiéu tiéu thuyét dudi tén
that ctia minh. Tuy nhién, phai dén khi loat truyén vé Tin dé Shopping dugc
xuat ban, tén tudi c6 moi lot vao danh sach cac tac gia c6 sach ban chay

hang dau thé giéi.
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Muoi1 mot
Muoi hai
Muoi ba

Muoi bon

Muoi lam
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Muoi sau
Mudi bay,
Muoi tam
Mudi chin
Hai muoi

Hai muo1 mot

Hai muoi hai
Hai muoi1 ba

Hai muoi tu

Hai muoi lam
Hai muoi sau

Hai muoi bay,
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Danh tang H, voi anh toi chia sé moi diéu.

A thuee ra thi ciing c¢6 vai bi mdt, nhung khéng nhiéu lam.
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Loi cam on

Xin gt 101 cam on sau sic téi Mark Hedley, Jenny Bond, Rosie
Andrews, va Olivia Heywood vi nhitng 161 khuyén hao phong cua ho.

Va long biét on 16n lao nhat, nhu moi khi, xin gui to1 Linda Evans,
Patrick Plonkington-Smythe, Araminta Whitley va Celia Hayley, cac con
trai cua t61 va nhom bién tap.
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Hién nhién la t61 c6 bi mat.

Hién nhién Ia t6i ¢6. Ai chang c6 mdt vai bi mat. Diéu dé hoan toan
binh thuong. Chac chan toi cling chang c¢6 nhi€u bi méat hon bat ky ai.

T6i khong noi vé nhitng bi mat 16n, chan-dong-ca-trai-dat. Khong
phai kiéu bi mat Tong-thong-dang-lén-ké-hoach-danh-bom-Nhat-Ban-va-
chi-Will-Smith-m@i-co-thé-ctru-ca-thé-giéi. Chi 1a nhitng bi mét nho binh
thuong, hang ngay.

Chang han nhu, day 13 vai bi mat nho ngau nhién cua tdi, vira chot
xuat hién trong dau:

1. Chiéc tti xach Kate Spade cua toi 1a hang nhai.

2. T6i thich ruou vang ngot, thit do uéng kém ngon nhat trén toan vii
tru.

3. Toi khong hé biét NATO 1a viét tat cta chir gi. Hodc tham chi né co
nghia la gi.

4. To61 nang 59 can, chir khong phai 53 can nhu ban trai t61, Connor,
nghi. (Mic du dé bao chita cho minh, t6i di dinh s& an kiéng khi noi vay
v6i anh 4y. Hon nita, cong bang ma noi, hai con s6 kia cling chi khac nhau
c6 mot chir s6 thoi ma.)
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5. T6i van ludn nghi trong Connor hoi giéng Ken. Nhu trong Barbie
& Ken 4y.

6. Poi luc, khi chiing toi dang lam tinh say dam, t6i dot nhién mudn
cuo1 pha lén.

7. T6i mat trinh trong phong ngi danh cho khach véi Danny
Nussbaum, trong khi bd me & dudi nha xem Ben Hur.

8. T61 da uong chai vang ma bo bdo td1 chon xudng dat hai muoi
nam.

9. Cha ca vang Sammy ¢ nha khong phai 1a chi ca vang ma b me
dua cho t61 chdam soc khi ho di A1 Cap.

10. Khi c6 dong nghiép Artemis lam toi buc minh, tdi tudi nudc cam
vao cdy cta co ta. (Nghia 1a hiu nhu hang ngay.)

11. T6i tmg c¢6 mot gidc mo dong tinh ky quic voi Lissy, ¢ ban ¢
chung can ho voi toi.

12. Cai quan lot khe ciia toi lam t6i dau dén.

13. T6i van ludn c6 niém tin chic chan trong sau thim ring tdi khong
giong moi nguoi khac, va mdt cudc do1 moi day ly tha dang cho té1 ¢ dau
do phia trude.

14. To6i khong biét cai gd mic vest xam nay dang huyén thuyén
chuyén gi.

15. Cong thém viéc td1 da quén tén anh ta.

Ma t61 méi chi gap anh ta c6 muoi phut trudce.
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“Chung to1 tin vao nhitng méi 1ién minh hau can linh hoat,” anh ta no6i
déu déu bang giong miii, “xuc ti€n quang ba san pham vua truc ti€p vua
gian tiép.”

“Chac chan ro61!” toi tra 101 day hing khéi, nhu thé mudn noéi: Chang
phai ai cling tin vy sao?

Hau can. Cai d6 nghia 1 gi nhi?
Oi Chtia oi. Néu ho héi minh thi sao?

Dung ngéc thé, Emma. Ho s& khong dot ngot hoi “Hau can nghia la
gi?” dau. Minh 1a mot nha marketing chuyén nghi¢p ma, phai khong nao?
Han nhién minh phai biét nhitng diéu nay roi.

Vo1 lai, néu ho nhac dén diéu d6 moét lan nira, minh s€ do1 chu de.
Hodc minh s€ noi1 t61 da xong phan hau can hay gi do.

Piéu quan trong 13 hay giit vé tu tin va tic phong thao vat. Minh co
thé 1am thé. Pay 1a co hoi 16n ctia minh va minh s& khong phéa hong.

T6i dang ngdi trong van phong tru sé hang dau lta Glen Oil &
Glasgow, va khi liéc nhin hinh anh minh trong ctra so kinh, tréng toi nhu
mot nit thuong gia cap cao. Toc dudi thang, tai deo mot d6i khuyén kin déo
nhu ho van khuyén ta trong cac bai bao Lam-thé-nao-dé-gianh-dugc-viéc-
lam-do, t61 mac bo vest maoi hi€u Jigsaw. (ft nhét thi no gén nhu modi. Toi
mua nd trong mdt ctra hiéu tir thién Nghién ctru Ung thu roi khau mot cai
khuy vao chd cai khuy bi dtt, hau nhu chang ai nhan ra dugc dau.)

T6i & day dé dai dién cho cong ty Panther, 14 noi toi 1am viéc. Muc
dich ctia cudc hop nay 1a nham thong qua 1an cudi hop dong quang céo loai
dd uéng thé thao co vi viét quét moi1 cua Panther Prime véi Glen Oil, va to1
bay thang tir London t6i ddy vao sang nay, chi dé thuc hién thuong vu nay.
(Cong ty tra tién, va moi thir!)
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Khi t6i t6i, may nguoi lam marketing & Glen Oil da bat dau khoe mé
chuyén “Ai-la-ngudi-di-lai-nhiéu-nhat?”, huyén thuyén vé s6 dim bay va
nhimg chuyén bay dém téi Washington - va toi nghi minh da phét lac kha
(1] .

thuyét phuc. (Ngoai trir lac t6i noi toi da bay bang may bay Concorde — tdi
Ottawa, trong khi hoa ra may bay Concorde khong hé téi Ottawa.) Nhung

su that thi ddy 13 1an dau tién toi bay di thuc hién mot thuong vu.

Puoc thoi. Sw thdt thi, day 1a thuong vu dau tién t6i 1am, chdm hét.
T6i da lam & Panther mudi mot thang trong vai tro tro 1y marketing, thé ma
cho t6i gio tit ca nhimg gi t61 dugc phép lam 1a danh may van ban, sip xép
hop hanh cho nguoi khac, mua sandwich va lay do giat kho cho sép.

Vi thé day dai loai 1 co hoi 16n cta t6i. Va t6i thim hy vong néu lam
viéc nay 6n thoa, co 18 toi s& duoc thang tién. Mau tin tuyén nhan vién cho
vi tri ctia toi c6 viét “cod co hoi thang tién sau mot nam”, va thir Hai toi toi
s& c6 cudc gip danh gia két qua hang nam voi sép t6i, Paul. Toi tra tir
“Panh gia” trong cudn sach hudng din nhan vién mai, né nodi d6 1a “co hoi
ly tuong dé thao luan kha ning thang tién nghé nghiép”.

Thang tién! Nghi dén diéu do, toi cam thdy ndi khat khao quen thudc
nhoi 18n trong 16ng nguc. Picu d6 s& cho b thiy t6i ddu phai ké hoan toan
tht bai. Va me. Va Kerry nita. Gid ma toi c6 thé vé nha néi that binh than,
“A, con vira dugc thang chirc 1én vi tri Chuyén vién Marketing day.”

Emma Corrigan, Chuyén vién Marketing.
Emma Corrigan, Phé Chii tich cdp cao (Marketing).

Mién 12 moi viéc hom nay dién ra tot dep. Paul néi thuong vu da
duogc lo liéu xong xudi, phui byi sin sang r6i, tt ca nhiing gi toi phai lam
chi 14 gat dau rdi bat tay ho, va rang ké ca t6i ciing co thé giai quyét dugc
viéc d6. Cho t6i giod, toi cho rang minh da lam rat tét.
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Thoi dugc roi, ding 1a toi khong hiéu téi chin muoi phan trim nhiing
gi ho noéi. Nhung thuc té 1a t6i ciing chang hiéu miy bai thi néi mon tiéng
Phép GCSE cta minh day thdi, vy ma toi van dat diém B.

“Thay d6i nhan hang... phan tich... hiéu qua chi phi...”
Nguoi dan 6ng mic vest xam van dang 1ai nhai diéu gi d6. To vé binh

than hét murc, toi chia tay ra va tir tir dich tim danh thiép ctia anh ta vé phia
minh dé cé thé doc duoc.

Doug Hamilton. Pung réi. Puoc thoi, toi cd thé nhé cai tén nay.
Doug. Dug[;]. D@ 4y ma. T6i s& hinh dung ra mot cai xéng. Cing voi mot
suc giam béng[i]. Trong that... trong that xau xi... va...

Puoc roi, quén chuyén nay di. Toi sé viét lai vay.

Toi1 viet “thay doi hinh anh thuwong hi¢u” va “Doug Hamilton” vao so
ghi chép va hoi van veo nguoi mot cach bat tién. Chuaa o1, cai quan 16t cua
to1 that kho chiu. Y toi 1a, loai quan lgt khe chang bao gio thoai mai lam,
theo quan di€m cua to1, nhung cai quan nay thi dic biét t€ hai. Ma diéu nay
c0o thé 1a do no6 b1 nho to1 hai so.

Rat c6 thé Connor da mua chi€c quan nay cho t61 va bao cd ban hang
la t61 ndng ndm muo1 ba can. Roi thi ¢6 ta ndi vo1 anh chac to1 dung cd tam.
Co tam!

(Thang than ma noi, to1 cho rang c6 ta that xau tinh. Chac chan co ta
phai biét rang t61 n61 doi chir nhi.)

Luc do la dém trude Giang sinh, ching t61 doi qua voi nhau, ro1 toi
mo gidy goi cua cdp quan 16t lua mau hong nhat dep tuyét. Co tdm. Ve co

ban té1 ¢6 hai luya chon.

A: Tha nhan su that: “Thuc ra chiing qua nho, cd cua em 1a mudi hai
thi ding hon, va nhan thé, em ndng nam muoi chin can.” Hay...
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B: C6 nhét minh vao chiéc quan.

Trén thuc té, chuyén d6 ciing 6n. Ban hau nhu khong thé thay nhimng
vét do trén da toi sau d6. Nhung diéu ndy ciing c6 nghia toi phai nhanh
chong cat hét nhin quan 4o dé Connor khong bao gid nhan ra.

Ké tir d6 toi hau nhu khong bao gio mic dén d6i quan 16t nay, hién
nhién roi. Nhung toi lai qua thudng xuyén thdy ching that xinh xan va dat
tién trong ngan kéo va lai nghi, O thoi ndo, chung dau chdt dén mic ay, va
thé nao d6 toi lai cb nhét minh vao. Chinh 1a diéu t6i da 1am sang nay. Toi
con quyét dinh minh s& phai giam can, boi vi cam giac khong dén ndi qué
te.

To1 ding 1a con ngde 4o tuong.

“ .. khong may ké tir khi thay d6i hinh anh thuong hiéu... cn nhic lai
nhimg van dé quan trong... cam thay ching t6i cdn xem xét lai nhiing
phuong an hgp tac khac...”

Cho toi gio phit d6 t6i van ngdi gat gu, thim nghi cai tro nghich
ngom hop hanh kinh doanh nay dung 1a that dé dang. Nhung luc nay giong
Doug Hamilton bat dau tac dong dén y thirc cta toi. Anh ta dang néi gi nhi?

“... hai san phdm qua khéac nhau... tré nén khong thich hop...”

Khong thich hop 1a thé nao? Can nhéc lai nhiing van dé quan trong 13
thé nao? Tbi bat chot hoang hét. Co 18 day khong phai chuyén dong dai. Co
1& anh ta thyc sy dang néi diéu gi d6. Nhanh 1én, lang nghe nao.

“Chung t61 danh gia cao quan hé hop tac hi¢u qua ma Panther va Glen
Oil da c6 dugc trong quéa khir,” Doug Hamilton dang noi. “Nhung c6 s€
dong y rang rd rang ching ta dang di theo hudng khac nhau.”

Hudng khac nhau?

https://thuviensach.vn



D6 1a diéu anh ta néi dén sudt thoi gian vira roi u?
Bung t6i cudn 1én lo lang.

Khéng thé nio...

Chéng 18 anh ta dang ¢6 rat lui khoi thuwong vu?

“Xin 161, Doug,” toi ndi, voi giong binh than nhat ¢ thé. “Ré rang toi
d3 ling nghe chim cha nhimg gi anh vira néi.” T6i nd mot nu cudi than
thién, kiéu nhu ching-ta-déu-la-ngudi-chuyén-nghiép-ca. “Nhung liéu anh
6 thé... irm, tom tét lai tinh hinh vi 1gi ich cta tat ca ching ta...”

Bang thir tiéng Anh don gian 4y, toi tham khan cau.
Doug Hamilton va nguoi kia thodng nhin nhau.

“Chiing toi c6 d6i chut khong hai 1ong vé gia tri nhin hang cta phia
cong ty c0,” Doug Hamilton noi.

“Gi4 tr1 nhan hang cua t61?” t61 nhac lai trong con hoang loan.

“Gia tri nhan hang cua sdn phdm,” anh ta noi, nhin t6i la lung. “Nhu
t6i vira giai thich, cong ty Glen Oil hién dang trai qua mot qua trinh do6i
hinh anh, va chang t6i coi hinh 4nh méi ctia minh nhu mot hing xing dau
biét quan tam, nhu logo hinh hoa thily tién ctia chiing toi thé hién. Va chung
t6i cam thdy Panther Prime, vdi mdi quan tdm trong yéu 1a thé thao va canh
tranh, don gidn 1a qua hung hang.”

“Hung hing?” Toi hoang mang nhin anh ta. “Nhung... d6 1a loai d6
ubng hoa qua ma.”

That vo 1y. Glen Oil 14 hing xdng dau xa-khi-thai va pha-huy-thé-
gid1. Con Panther Prime 1a mét loai dd uéng V1 viét quét vO t01. Sao nd cd
thé qua hung hing chi?
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“Gia tri ma san pham do6 ton vinh.” Anh ta chi vao td quang céo trén
ban. “Lai xe. Sang trong. Manh m&. Ngay ban than khau hiéu ‘Ding ngap
ngung’, noi thuc, cling c6 vé hoi 16i thoi.” Anh ta nhan vai. “Pon gian
chung t6i cho rang su két hop nay khong kha thi.”

Khong. Khong. Piéu nay khong thé xdy ra. Anh ta khong thé rat lui
duoc.

Moi nguoi ¢ van phong sé& cho rang d6 1 1 ctia toi. Ho s& nghi toi da
1am hong viéc va t6i hoan toan 1a dd rac rudi.

Tim t0i dap thinh thich. Mit toi nong bung 1én. To6i khong thé dé
chuyén nay xay ra. Nhung toi phai néi gi day? Toi chua chuan bi gi hét.

Paul n6i moi chuyén da duoc thu xép xong xudi va tat ca nhiing gi toi phai
1am 13 bat tay ho co ma.

“Chac chan chung ta s& thao luan mot lan nira truéc khi dua ra quyét
dinh,” Doug dang no6i. Anh ta cuoi nhe vt to1. “Va nhu té1 noi, chiung toi
mudn tiép tuc hop tac véi Panther, nén du thé nao thi ddy van 1a mot cudc
gap hiru ich.”

Anh ta ddy ghé ra dang sau.

T6i khong thé dé chuyén nay tudt khoi tim kiém soat! Toi phai cd
gang dao nguoc quan diém cua ho. Toi phai c6 gang chdt duge thuong vu
nay.

Két thiic thuong vu. D6 1a diéu téi mudén noi.

“Cho da!” To1 nghe chinh minh noé1. “Hay... dgi mot chat! T61 co vai
diéu muon nodi.”

Minh dang noi gi vay nhi? T6i chang ¢ gi dé noi hét.

C6 mot lon Panther Prime dé trén ban, toi chop lay né dé lay cam
himg. Tim cach tri hoan thot gian, to1 dirng day, budc té1 gitta phong, gio
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chiéc lon 1én cao trén khong trung dé ai ciing c6 thé nhin thay. “Panther
Prime 1a... mot thir @6 udng thé thao.”

To1 dung lai, va c¢6 khoang yén lang lich su. Mét t61 nhoi nhoi nhu
kim cham.

“N6... tm... no rat...”
O1 Chua oi. T61 dang lam gi vay?

Co 1én, Emma. Nghi di. Hiy nghi Panther Prime... Nghi Panther
Cola... nghi di... nghi di.

Dung ro61! Tat nhién!
Puoc roi, bat dau lai nao.

“Ké tir khi chung toi dua Panther Cola ra thi truong vao cudi nhiing
nim 1980, d6 udng ctia Panther luén 13 hinh anh tiéu biéu cho sinh lyc, s6i
ndi va xuat chiing,” toi néi troi chay.

On Chta. Pay 1a cau quang cdo chuan ctia Panther Cola. T6i da danh
may cau ndy ca ti 1an dén mirc ¢ thé doc thudc 10ng ca trong gic ngu.

“Pd ubng ctia Panther 13 mot hién twong quang cdo,” t6i tiép tuc.
“Nhan vat Panther 1a mdt trong nhiing nhan vat duoc biét dén rong rai nhét
trén toan thé gidi, trong khi cAu khau hiéu ¢ dién ‘Pung ngip nging’ da
duge dua vao tir dién. Chung t61 dang dé nghi véi Glen Oil mot co hdi doc
quyén dé lién két v6i nhan hang hang nhét ndi tiéng thé gidi nay.”

Su tu tin cua t61 tdng dan, to61 bat dau sai budc quanh phong, lam di¢u
bd dién ta cung véi lon nudc.

“Thong qua viéc mua mot thar dd uéng Panther c6 loi cho sirc khoe,
khach hang dang chimg to rang ho s& khong bang long v&i bat cir san pham
nao ngoai nhitng san pham tt nhat.” To6i dung tay kia dap manh vao lon
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nuéc. “Khach hang chd doi chat lugng cao nhat tir d6 udng cung cap ning
luong, ho cho doi chét lugng cao nhét tur loai xang dau minh dung, ho cho
doi diéu tbt dep nhét tir chinh ban than minh.”

T6i dang bay! Tbi that tuyét voi! Gia ma Paul thiy toi bay gio, ong ay
s€ thang chtrc cho t61 ngay 1ap tc!

T6i bude t6i ban va nhin thang vao mat Doug Hamilton. “Khi khach
hang cta Panther md lon nudc do, ho dang lua chon cho ca thé gio1 théy ho
1a ai. T6i ciing dé nghi Glen Oil dua ra cing lya chon d6.”

Két thiic bai dién vin, ti giit chit lon nudc & giita ban, voi tay vao
nip kéo va, voi mot nu cudi dé thuong, toi giat nap.

Ctr nhu thé nui ltra phun trao.

Thir 6 udng vi viét quat co ga ban tung tée khoi lon, rét xudng mat
ban, phu 1én toan bd gidy to s6 sich mot thr chat long mau do khing
khiép... va 6i khong, xin dung.. bin tung khip 40 so mi cua Doug
Hamilton.

“Me kiép!” To6i thd hon hén. “Y t6i 1a ti xin 161, ti xin 16i...”

“Chiia 0i,” Doug Hamilton cau kinh néi, dimg 1én rit trong tii quan
ra mot chiée khian tay. “Tht ndy c6 giit sach dugc khong day?”

“O1...” To1 tom lay lon nude mot cach vo vong. “To61 khong biét.”
“To1 s€ di lay khan lau,” nguoi con lai no1, va ding bat day.

Cua dong lai sau lung anh ta va yén lang bao trum, ngoai tror am
thanh cua thir d6 udng viét quat dang cham chap nho giot xuéng san.

To1 nhin Doug Hamilton chdm cham, mét td61 nong bung va mau nong
don sang tai.
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“Xin dung...” t61 no1, va han iO. ng dé béot khan. “Dirng no1 voi sé€
M
A9y

to1.

Sau tat ca nhitng chuyén d6. Toi di 1am hong bét ca.

Khi t6i 18 gbt qua phong doi & san bay Glasgow, toi cam thay hoan
toan chan nan. Cudi cing, Doug Hamilton di t6 ra kha tir té. Anh ta noi
chic 1a vét ban sé& sach thoi, va hira s& khong ké v6i Paul chuyén da xay ra.
Nhung anh ta khong doi ¥ vé thuong vu.

Cudc hop quan trong dau tién cua t6i. Co hoi lén dau tién cua toi -
vay ma chuyén xay ra thé nay day. Toi cam thdy minh da tir bo co hoi 16n
nay. Toi cam thdy mudn goi dién vé van phong va ndi, “Thé 1a hét, toi s&
khong bao gio trd lai nira, va nhan thé, chinh toi 13 nguoi da 1am ket gidy
may photo hom do.”

Nhung t6i khong thé. Pay 1a cong viéc tht ba cia toi trong bén nam
qua. N6 phai thanh cong. Vi gia tri cia ban than toi. Vi long tu trong cua
chinh t6i. Va ciing béi vi toi no bd toi bon ngan bang.

“Téi c6 thé 1dy gi cho ¢6?” mdt anh chang ngudi Uc nodi, va téi ngude
lén stng sot. Toi da t6i san bay som mot tiéng, va da di thang téi quay
Tuou.

“Um...” Pau 6c t6i trong rong. “O... vang trang. Khong, thuc ra cho
t61 mot ly vodka va tonic. Cam on.”

Khi anh ta quay di, t61 ngdi suyp xuong ghé. Mot c6 ti€p vién hang
khong v61 bim toc duoi sam kiéu Phap budce td1 ngdi xudng bén canh, cach
hai ghé. C6 2y mim cuo1 vai toi, va toi cuoi dap lai yéu ot.
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T6i khong biét nhitng ngudi khac xoay xd thé ndo véi su nghiép cua
ho, t61 thuc sy khong biét. Nhu Lissy, co ban than nhét cua t6i. Co éy luén
biét minh muén tré thanh luat su - va bay gio, ta da! Co ay la luat su.
Nhung t6i ra truong ma khong hé biét minh muén 1am nghé gi. Cong viéc
dau tién cia toi 14 moi gidi bat dong san, va toi chi nhan viéc d6 boi vi toi
van luon thich di lai ngé nghiéng miy ngdi nha, cong véi viée toi gip mot
nguol phu nit vo1 nhitng chiéc mong tay son do tuy¢t dep tai mgt hoi cho
nghé nghiép, va ba ay noéi voi t6i rang ba ay kiém duoc rat nhiéu tién dén
ndi c6 thé nghi ngoi khi méi bén muoi tudi.

Nhung ngay gidy phut toi bat dau, téi ghét cong viéc d6. Toi ghét ca
may tay moi vao nghé moi gidi bat dong san khac nira. Toi ghét noi nhiing
diéu nhu “mot khia canh déng yéu”. Va to6i ghét cach ai d6 néi ho du kha
nang chi tra cho nhiing ngdi nha tri gia 300.000 bang, nhung lai yéu cau
chung t6i cung cap cho ho chi tiét vé nhitng ngdi nha gia it nhat 400.000
bang, roi sau do lai to vé coi thuong bon t61, dai loai nhu, “Céc ¢6 chi co
loai 300.000 bang thoi sao? Chua o1, that 1a 1ii kém co1 t€ hai.”

Vi thé sau sau thang, t6i tuyén bo thay doi nghé nghiép va s& tro
thanh mot nhiép anh gia. D6 1a gidy phit thdr tuyét diéu, nhu trong mot bo
phim hay gi d6. B6 t6i cho t6i muon tién dé hoc mot khoéa nhiép anh va
mua may anh, va toi1 s€ bat ddu mét sy nghiép sang tao mdi dang kinh ngac,
d6 s& 1a khéi dau cia mot cude doi méi...

Ngoai trtr viéc moi chuyén lai khong xay ra nhu vay.

Y t6i 13, dé khai dau, ban c6 biét mot tro 1y nhiép anh kiém dugc bao
nhiéu khong?

Khong. Hoan toan khong.

Nghia 13, ban biét ddy, toi s& ching ldy gi 1am phién 10ng néu c6 ai d6
thuc sy moi toi lam tro 1y nhiép anh.
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T6i tho dai va nhin cham cham vao cai vé budn tham cua minh trong
tam guong sau quiy ruou. Cling nhu moi thir khac, mai téc t6i, mai toc toi
da vudt keo that thang tir sang nay, da trd nén rdi tung réi bu. That dién
hinh.

ft nhat t6i ciing khong phai ké duy nhat chang di dén dau. Trong s
tam nguo1 cung khoa hoc cua t61, mot nguot ngay 1ap tirc thanh cong va bay
gi0 dang chup anh cho to Vogue hay dai loai nhu vay, mot nguoi khac tré
thanh tho chup anh dam cudi, mot dan diu véi trg giang, mot di du lich, mdt
c6 con, mdt lam viéc & hi€u anh Snappy Snaps va mot hién dang lam &
hang tu van tai chinh Morgan Stanley.

Trong khi d6 t6i ngdy cang lin siu vao no nan, va bat dau lam nhiing
cong viéc tam thoi, ndp hd so xin nhitng cong viéc thuc sy dem lai thu
nhap. Va cubi cing, muoi mot thang trude, t6i bat dau lam tro Iy marketing
tai Panther.

Nguoi phuc vu quay rugu dat mot ly vodka va tonic trudc mat toi, roi
nhin to1 v&i vé do hoi. “Vui 1én nao!” anh ta ndi. “Moi chuyén dau thé té
dén vay!”

“Cam on,” t01 no1 day bi€t on, va uong mot ngum. To1 cam thay kha
hon mot chut. Téi dang udng ngum thir hai thi dién thoai cua t61 bat dau
reo.

Bung t6i cudn 1én lo lang. Néu 1a van phong goi, toi s& vo nhu khong
nghe thay.

Nhung khong phai, s6 dién thoai nha t6i dang nhap nhdy trén cai man
hinh nho.

“Chao,” t61 no1 sau khi an vao nut xanh.

“Chao cau!” giong cua Lissy. “Chi la t& thoi! Moi chuyén thé nao
cau?”
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Lissy 1a ban cung phong voi t6i, va 1a ngudi ban than nhat trén doi.
Co 4y co6 mai toc diy sdm mau va chi sd IQ khoang 600 va 1a ngudi dé
thuong nhat ma toi biét.

“That 12 mot tham hoa,” t6i rau 1.
“Co chuyén gi vay? Cau khong két thic dugc thuong vu sao?”

“Pau chi ¢6 chuyén té khong két thuc dugc thuong vu, to con 1am tay
giam doc marketing ctia Glen Oil uét siing trong thir do udng viét quat do.”

Phia cudi quay ruou, toi co thé thay co tiép vién hang khong cb che
ny cudi, va téi cam thady mat do lung 1én. Tuyét lam. Gid thi ca thé gisi da
biét.

“Oi troi.” T6i hau nhu c6 thé cdm thdy Lissy dang cd gang nghi ra
diéu gi do tich cuc dé noi v4i toi. “Théi thi it nhat cau cling c6 dugc sy chu
y cta ho,” cudi cung cd ay ndi. “It nhat thi ho cling khéng nhanh chéng
quén cau dau.”

“T& cho 1a vay,” to1 rau ri. “Theé td c6 tin nhdan nao khong?”

“O! Um... khong. Y t6 13, bd ciu co goi dién, nhung... trm... ciu biét
day... khong...” Giong ¢6 4y nho dan, ddy vé thoai thac.

“Lissy. B t6 mudn gi chu?”
C6 mot thoang ngap ngung.

“RO rang la chi ho cau gianh dugc mot giai thuong nao do cua
nganh,” cd ay noi vé ai ngai. “Ho s€ an mung vao thir Bay, két hop véi sinh
nhat me cau luon.”

“Q. Tuyét that.”
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T6i ngdi thut sdu hon xudng ghé. D6 1a tat ca nhiing gi toi can. Chi ho
Kerry cua toi déc théng ndm chit chiéc cup Dai—ly—du—lich—xuét—séc—nhéit—
thé-gidi, néu khong phai 1a toan-vii-tru.

“Va Connor cling goi di¢n, dé xem tinh hinh cua cau thé nao,” Lissy
vO1 no1 thém. “Anh ay rat tir t&, anh ay né1 khong muon goi vao di dong cua
cau trong khi cau hop vi s¢g lam phién.”

“That sao?”

Lan dau tién trong ngay hom nay, toi cam thdy tinh than kha 1én chat

xiu.
Connor. Ban trai t6i. Nguoi ban trai dang y€u va an can cua toi.

“Anh ay 1a mot chang trai dang yéu!” Lissy dang ndi. “Anh ay noi s€
ban hop sudt budi chiéu nhung s€ huy bo tran bong quan vi cau, vi thé cau
c6 muon di an té1 voi anh ay khong?”

“0,” t6i n6i v6i mot thoang hai long. “O, y d6 hay day. Cam on
Lissy.”

To1 cip may va nhap thém mot ngum vodka nira, cam thay vui vé hon
nhicu.

Ban trai to1.

Pung nhu Julie Andrews noéi. Mdi khi moi chuyén tré nén toi té... toi

chi can nh¢ rang minh cé ban trai - va bdng nhién moi chuyén duong nhu
khong hoan toan t€ hai dén theé.

Hoac theo bat cir cach nao khac ma co6 ay noi.

Ma dau phai mét anh ban trai tam thuong. Mgt anh chang cao rao,
dep trai, thong minh, ma Marketing Week goi 1a “mot trong nhiing diém
sang nhat trong nghién ctiru marketing ngay nay”.
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T6i ngdi nham nhap vodka, cho phép nhimng suy nghi vé Connor lan
téa trong dau dé xoa diu minh. Cach mai toc vang cua anh sang bing 1én
trong ning, va cach anh luon mim cuoi. Va cach anh nang cap phan mém
trong may tinh cta toi du chang can toi nho, va cach anh... anh ay...

Pau oc t6i trd nén tréng rong. Chuyén nay that ky cuc. Y t6i 1a, c6 rat
nhiéu diéu tuyét voi vé Connor. Tir... tir d6i chan dai. Pung thé. Va bo vai
rong. T6i cai lan anh Ay cham soc toi khi toi bi cim. Y tdi 13, ¢6 bao nhiéu
anh ban trai lam viéc d6 cht? Chinh xac iy.

To1 rat may man. Toi thye sy may man.

T6i cat dién thoai di, ludn tay vao toc va liéc nhin chiéc dong ho phia
sau quay ruou. Con bon muoi phut nita s& téi gid bay. Khong con 1au lam.
Cam giac mat tinh than bat dau trudn khap nguoi t6i nhu nhitng con giun
nho, va t6i nudt mot ngum vodka 16n, can sach ly.

Moi chuyén s€ On thdéi, t61 ty nhi vé1 minh 1an tho mot ti. Mot
chuyén s€ 6n thoa ca.

To1 khong hoang sg. T61 chi... To1 chi...

Puoc thoéi. To1 so.

16. To1 sg bay.

T6i chua ting noi voi ai 13 toi so bay. Diéu d6 nghe that chang dau
vao dau. Va y t6i 13, khong phai kiéu t6i bi 4m anh qua muc hay gi do.
Khéng phai toi khong thé buwdc Ién may bay. Chi 1a... néu nhitng chuyén
khac khong d6i, t6i thich & trén mat dat hon.
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Trude day t6i khong so. Nhung vai nim gan day, téi ngay cang cam
thdy cang thang hon. Toi biét diéu d6 that vo 1y. Toi biét hang ngan ngudi
bay hang ngay va thuc té thi ngoi trén may bay con an toan hon ca nam trén
giwdng. Xac suit ta & trén mot chiéc may bay roi con thip hon... thip hon 1a
tim dugc mdt nguoi dan 6ng & London, hay gi do.

Nhung tuy vay. Toi van khong thich bay.

Co¢ I¢ to1 s€ lam thém mot ly vodka nira that nhanh.

T6i lac ho goi chuyén bay cua t6i, toi dd udng thém hai ly vodka nita
va cam thay kh4 hon nhiéu. Y t6i 13, Lissy néi dung. It nhat toi ciing da gay
an tuong, phai khong nao? it nhat ho s& nhé t6i 1a ai. Khi sai budc t6i cua
1én may bay, tay nam chit cai cip da, toi gan nhu lai bat dau cam thay minh
nhu mot nit doanh nhan thanh dat. Mgt vai nguoi mim cudi voi toi khi ho di
qua, va t6i mim cudi lai mot cach hao phong, cam thay - mot cam giac than
thién 4m 4p. Ban thay chir. Rt cude thi thé gidi cling khong dén ndi qua té.
Vén dé 1a ta phai suy nghi that tich cuc. Bat clr diéu gi cling c6 thé xdy ra
trong doi, phai khong nao? Ta s& chang bao gio biét diéu gi s& xay ra & ngi
18 tiép theo.

To1 di té1 cira vao may bay, va ding do la co ti€p vién hang khong co
bim toc kiéu Phap ngdi & quay rugu lic trudce.

“Chao co, mot 1an nira,” t61 mim cuoi no1. “That 1a trung hop!”
Co ti€p vién nhin t61 cham cham.
“Chao chi. Um...”

“Sao?”
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Sao c6 ay lai béi ro1 co chir?
“Xin 16i. Chi 1a... chi c6 biét...” Co ay lung tang chi vao nguc toi.
1 y L

“Chuyén gi vay?” t61 n61 vui v€. Té1 nhin xuong, va cing do nguot,
that kinh.

Thé nao dé ma chiéc 4o so mi lua cua to1 da tu bat tung ctc trong khi
to1 budce di. Ba chiéc cuc bat tung ra va chiéc 40 mo bung trude nguc.

Ao 16t cua t61 10 ra. Chiéc 4o 16t ren hong cua to6i. Chiéc 4o da hoi
10m dom vi giat nhiéu.

Do 1a 1y do moi ngudi mim cudi véi toi. Khong phai vi thé gidi nay la
mot noi dep dé€, ma vi to1 1a mot-phu-nit-mac-ao-16t-hong-1om-dom.

“Cam on,” to1 thi tham, va cai cuc lai bang nhiing ngén tay long
ngong, mat to1 nong bung vi xau ho.

“Khoéng phai ngdy may man cta chi, phai khong?” co tiép vién noi
v6i vé cam thong, dua tay ra cam thé 1én mdy bay cua t6i. “Xin 161, lac ndy
toi tinh co nghe thay.”

“Khéng sao dau.” Toi ¢b nhéch miéng cudi. “Dé khong phai 1a ngay
tuyét nhat trong doi to6i.” C6 mot thoang yén lang khi co Ay cham cha doc
theé Ién may bay cua toi.

“Thé nay nhé,” cd6 ay noi1 nho. “Chi ¢c6 mudn duoc nang hang trén
y 5 .
may bay khong?”

“Gi c0?” Toi ngay ra nhin co y.
“Thoi nao. Chi dang dugc nghi ngoi mot chit.”

“That sao? Nhung... li€u ¢ co thé ctr thé ma nang hang cho moi
nguoi nhu vay khong?”
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“Néu con du chd, chung t6i ¢ thé. Ching toi duoc phép tu quyét
dinh. Va chuyén bay nay rat ngan.” C6 ay trao cho t6i mot nu cudi cua ké
déng 16a. “Chi can dung noi1 voi ai, duge chu?”

C6 ay dan toi 1én khu phia trude ciia may bay va chi vao mot chd ngoi
16n, rong rai, thoai mai. Trong do1 minh té1 chua tirng duoc nang hang bao
, TONg ral,
gio! Toi khong thé tin noi co ay lai thuc sy dé to1 lam the.

“Pay 1a khoang hang nhat?” t6i thi tham, hit thd bau khong khi sang
trong, yén lang. Mot nguoi dan ong mac bd vest lich [am dang goé may tinh
ngay bén phai t61, va hai ngudi phu nir trung nién trong goc dang dung tai
nghe.

“Hang thuong gia. Khong c6 khoang hang nhat trén chuyén bay nay.”
C6 4y nang giong 1én murc binh thuong. “Chi thiy 6n ca ch?”

“Hoan hao! Cam on rat nhiéu.”

“Khong c6 gi.” C6 ay mim cuoi mot lan nita va budce di, va toi day
chiéc cdp xudng dudi chiéc ghé dang trudec.

Ai cha. Chd nay thuc sy d& thuong. Nhitng chiéc ghé 16n, va chd dé
chan, va moi thtr. Py s& 1a trai nghiém tuyét voi, tir dau chi cudi. Toi ty ndi
v&i minh mot cach chic chéin. Toi véi léy dai an toan va tho o cai lai, cb
gang 10 di cam giac run rdy so hai quin 1én trong bung.

“Chi ¢6 muon dung sam banh khong?”

Do 1a ban t61, ¢6 ti€p vién, dang clii xudng nhin tdéi cudil rang ro.
“That 1a tuyé€t,” to1 néi. “Cam on!”

Sam banh!

“Con anh? Anh c6 mu6n dung chut sam banh?”
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Nguoi dan 6ng ngdi & chiéc ghé canh toi tham chi con chua ngang
lén. Anh ta mac quﬁn jean va mot chiéc 4o lanh chui ¢6 d3 cii va dang nhin
ra ngoai ctra s6. Khi anh ta quay sang tra 101, t6i thoang trong thay d6i mat
sam mau, bo ria 16m chdm; mot ci cau may han siu trén tran anh ta.

“Khong, cam on. Cho t61 mot ly ruou manh. Cam on.”

Anh ta n6i giong MY, cing nhac. Toi dang dinh lich sy hoi xem anh
ta la nguo1 nude nao thi anh ta da ngay 1ap tirc quay di va lai nhin cham chua
ra ngoai cira so.

Diéu do cling tot thoi, bdi vi ndi thyce, to1 cling chang c6 tdm trang
dau ma tro chuyén.
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Hai

Puoc théi. Su thuc 13, toi khong thich diéu nay.

T6i biét day 1a hang thuong gia, t6i biét moi thir déu xa hoa dé chiu.
Nhung bung t6i van quan lai vi lo lang.

Trong khi may bay cét canh, t6i dém tir tir v6i d6i mat nhdm chit, va
diéu d6 c6 vé hiéu qua. Nhung t6i hét hoi khi dém dén khoang ba trim nim
muoi. Vi thé bay gio t6i chi ngdi d6, nhap sdm banh, doc mot bai bao vé
“30 diéu nén 1am trude khi ta 30” trong t& Cosmo. Toi cd gang hét stc dé
minh trong nhu mot nha quan tri marketing hang dau hang-thuong-gia dang
ngoi hét strc thu gian. Nhung Chiia oi. Mi am thanh nho déu khién toi giat
minh; mdi 14n rung l4c lai khién t6i nin tho.

Che ddy bang vé ngoai binh tinh, t6i v6i ldy to hudng din an toan
dugc ép bong loang va ludt mat doc qua. Loi thoat an toan. Vi tri day. Néu
can dén 4o phao, hiy nhuong ngudi gia va tré con trude. Chua oi...

Tai sao t01 lai xem céi nay chi? Nhin cham cham vao nhirng burc vé
nguoi ta nhay xudng bién trong khi may bay nd sau lung thi c¢6 ich gi voi
t6i chu? T6i voi nhét to hudng din an toan trd lai tai dung va udng mot
ngum sam banh nira.

“Xin 101, thua ¢6.” Mot co tiép vién ¢d mai toc quan do xuat hién bén
canh to1. “Co di cong tac phai khong?”

“Puing,” t61 ndi, vuot thang toc voi cdm gidc ty hao rdm ran trong
long. “Pung vay.”
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Co ay dua cho t61 mot to budm co tén “Tién nghi cap cao”, trén do6 cod
birc hinh nhitng doanh nhan dang thao luan s6i noi trudc mdt tam bang co
biéu do lugn song.

“Pay 1a chut thong tin vé phong doi hang thuong gia méi ciia chung
t6i & Gatwick. Chung t6i cung cip day du thiét bi hoi thao tir xa, va phong
hop, néu c6 can. C6 c6 quan tim khong?”

Puoc thoi. Minh 1a mot thuong gia hang dau. Minh 13 mot quan chirc
diéu hanh cp cao thanh cong.

“Co thé day,” toi ndi, ho hitng nhin to gidi thiu. “C0, t6i ¢6 thé dung
maot trong nhitng phong nay dé... chi dan cho nhém cua téi. To6i ¢ mot
nhém 16n, va ré rang ho can duoc chi din rat nhiéu, vé cic van dé kinh
doanh.” Téi hang giong. “Phan 16n 1a... hiu can.”

“C06 c6 muon to1 dat trudec mot phong khong?” ¢6 ti€p vién noi voi y
giup do.

“0, khong, cam on,” tdi néi sau thoang ngap ngung. “Nhom cua toi
hién dang... ¢ nha. Toi da cho ho nghi mdt ngay.”

“DPuogc a.” Co ti€p vién trong hoi boi roi.

“Nhung c6 18 mot 1an khéc,” toi noi nhanh. “Va tién thé co ¢ day... toi
dang ban khoan. Céi am thanh d6 c¢6 binh thuong khong?”

“Am thanh nao co?” C6 tiép vién ngang dau lén.
“Am thanh d6. Tiéng am i d6, xuat phat tir cinh may bay chang?”

“T6i khong nghe thy gi.” Co ay nhin t6i day théng cam. “C6 bj cing
thang khi bay sa0?”

“Khong!” T61 vOi ndi ngay, va cuoi nhe. “Khong, to1 khong cang
thang! Toi chi... ban khodn thoi. Chi to mo thoi.”
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“T6i s& xem c6 thé lay gi d6 cho ¢6,” cd ay ndi an can. “Moi 6ng
xem. Mot chat thong tin vé nhitng tién nghi cao cAp cta ching téi &
Gatwick.”

Tay ngudi My chang ndi chang rang cam to gidi thiéu roi dit no
xubéng ma chang hé liéc qua, con co tiép vién thi tiép tuc budc di, loang
choang doi1 chut khi may bay nay lén.

Tai sao may bay lai nay 1én thé chi?

Chua oi. Mot con s¢ hai ap dén khong hé bao trude. Diéu nay that
dién r6. Pién rd! Ngoi trong cai hop ning né khong 16 nay, khong c6 cach
nao thoat ra, cach mit dat hang ngan hang ngan cay sb...

T6i khong thé tu minh lam diéu nay. T6i c6 nhu cau khong thé cudng
lai dugc la phai n61 chuyén voi ai d6. A1 do lam to1 virng da. A1 do6 an toan.

Connor.
Toi rat digén thoai ra, nhung c6 tiép vién da voi sa xudng bén canh.

“To1 e c6 khong the dung cai do6 khi & trén may bay,” ¢6 ay noi voi ny
cuoi rang 1. “Co co thé vui long tat dién thoai di dugc khong?”

“0. O... xin 161.”

T4t nhién t6i khong thé dung di dong. Ho dd ndi diéu do6 téi ca nam
muoi lam ti 1an. Toi that 1a mot ké dau dat. Du sao thi, ké théi. Diéu do
chang quan trong. Minh s& on thoi. T6i cat dién thoai vao thi va cb gang tap
trung vao v sitcom Thdp Fawlty cii rich dang chiéu trén man hinh.

Co 1€ to1 s€ bat dau dém lai 1an nira. Ba tram bon muoi chin. Ba tram
nam muoi. Ba tram nam...

Khi that. Pau toi bi giat manh. Cu x6c vira roi 1a thé nao? Co phai
chung t61 vira maéi bi va dap?
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Puoc thoi, dung hoang sg. Chi la bi x6c¢ théi ma. Toi chic moi
chuyén khac déu 6n. C6 18 chung toi chi vira ddm phai mot con bd ciu hay
gi d6. T6i dang dém dén dau nhi?

Ba tram niam muoi mot. Ba trdm nim muoi hai. Ba trim nim muoi...
Va ding 1a no.

Khoanh khic d6.

Moi thtt duong nhu v& tung thanh tirng manh.

T6i nghe thiy tiéng la hét nhu mét 1an séong dang nhan chim minh,
gan nhu trude khi téi nhan biét duoc diéu gi dang xay ra.

Oi Chua oi. Oi Chua oi. Oi Chta oi. Oi Chua oi. Oi... 6i... khong.
Khong. Khong.

Chung t6i dang roi. Oi Chua oi, chung con dang roi.

Chung t6i dang lao thang xudéng. May bay lao qua khong khi nhu mot
vién da. Mot ngudi dan ong dang kia vira bi hat tung 1én, dau dap vao trin
may bay. Ong ta dang chay mau. To6i thd gip, bam chit tay vao ghé, cb
gang khong bi hat tung, nhung toi c¢6 thé cam thdy minh dang bi giat manh
1én trén, nhu ¢ ai d6 kéo manh t6i, nhu thé trong luc dot nhién ddo theo
huéng nguoc lai. Khong con thoi gian dé suy nghi nita. Pau oc t6i khong
thé... Ti xach dang bay xung quanh, d6 uéng d6 tung tée, mot ngudi trong
phi hanh doan bi ngi, c6 4y dang bam chit vao mot cai ghé...

Oi Chua oi. Oi Chua oi. Puogc 161, nd bat ddu cham dan lai. Tinh
hinh... tinh hinh da kh4 hon 1di.

Me kiép. T6i chi... T6i khong thé... toi...
To1 nhin sang anh chang ngudi My, va anh ta cling dang ra sttc bam

chit vao ghé nhu t6i.
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T61 thay buon non. To1 nghi c6 1€ t61 sap non. O1 Chua oi.
Duoc ro1. Co vé nhu... c6 vé nhu moi chuyén lai tré lai binh thuong.

“Thua quy vi,” mot giong ndéi vang 1én qua hé thong lién lac ndi bg,
va moi nguoi déu ngang dau lén. “Day la co trudng dang noi.”

Tim t6i rung 1én trong nguc. Toi khong nghe noi. To6i khong nghi noi
nta.

“Chung ta dang gip phai vung nhiéu loan khong khi, va moi thir co
thé rung lac mot chat. Toi da bat dén bao that day an toan va dé nghi tat ca
trd lai ghé ngdi cang nhanh cang...”

Lai mdt dot trong tranh 16n nita, va giong co trudng bi at di boi
nhirng tiéng la hét va rén 17 khip mdy bay.

Gidng nhu mot gide mo khing khiép. Mot gidc mo tau luon siéu tde
khung khiép.

Ca phi hanh doan déu ngdi xudng thit day an toan. Mot co tiép vién
dang lau vét mau trén mat. Mot phat trude, ho con dang vui vé phan phat
dau phong nudng mat ong.

Pay la diéu xay ra v6i nhiing nguoi khac trén nhiing chuyén bay
khac. Nhitng nguoi trong cac cudn video an toan trén khong. Khong phai
toi.

“Xin hdy binh tinh,” co trudng dang no1. “Ngay khi chung t61 ¢6 thém
thong tin...”

Giit binh tinh? Toi khong thd ndi, néi gi dén chuyén giit binh tinh.
Chung toi phai 1am gi cha? Chang 18 ching t6i ctr chi ngdi day trong khi
may bay ctr giat 1én nhu mot con ngira bat kham?

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i ¢6 thé nghe thay tiéng ai d6 dang sau t6i 1am nham “Kinh Pic
Mge¢ Maria, dﬁy nhan tur...” va mgt con hoang loan nghet thé mai lan kh'flp co
thé t6i. C6 nguodi dang cau nguyén. Chuyén nay 1a thuc.

Chung toi sap chét.
Chung toi sap chét.

“T6i xin 16i?”” Tay ngudi My & ghé bén canh nhin toi, mat anh ta cing
thang va tring béch.

C6 phai t61 vira noi to cau do.

“Chiing ta sap chét.” Toi nhin cham cham vao guong mat anh ta. Pay
c6 thé 12 nguoi cudi cung toi nhin thay khi vin con sdng. Toi ghi nhé nhimng
nép nhin quanh doi mat sim mau cta anh ta; cai quai ham chic khoe, rau
ria lom chom.

May bay lai dot ngot hut xudng, va toi hét 1én du khong hé o y.

“T6i khong nghi chung ta sip chét,” anh ta ndi. Nhung anh ta ciing
dang nam chit tay ghé. “Ho noi d6 chi 1 nhiéu loan khong khi.”

“Tat nhién ho no1 vay!” To61 c6 thé nghe thay noi kich dong trong
giong noi cua chinh minh. “Ho dau thé nao ndi chinh xac, ‘Puogc rdi, cac

"”

ban, thé 1a hét, cic ban 13 nhitng nguoi s& ra di’!” May bay lai nhao xudng
mot 1an nita day kinh hoang va t6i thdy minh chop lay tay anh ta trong
hoang loan. “Chung ta s& khong thé séng sot. Toi biét chung ta s& khong
thé. Thé 1a hét. T6i méi hai muoi 1am tudi, vi Chiia. Toi chua sin sang. Toi
con chua dat duoc bat cir diéu gi. To1 chua hé ¢ con. Tdi chua tung curu
dugc mot mang séng...” Mit toi ngéu nhién nhin vao bai bao “30 diéu nén
lam trudce khi ta 30”. “T61 con chua bao gio leo nui, té1 chua xdm minh. To61
tham chi khong biét minh c6 diém G hay khong...”
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“Tbi xin 16i?” anh chang noi, nghe c6 vé stng sot, nhung toi hau nhu
khong nghe thay tiéng anh ta.

“Sur nghiép ctia toi hoan toan 1a mét tro dua. Toi khong hé 1a mot nir
doanh nhan hang dau.” Téi nira khoc nira méu chi vao bo vest. “Toi chang
dung dau mot nhém nao hét! Toi chi 1a mot tro Iy rac rudi va toi vira 6 mot
cudc hop quan trong dau tién trong doi nhung nd lai hoan toan 1a tham hoa.
Phéan ntra thoi gian t6i hoan toan khong hiéu nguoi ta dang néi vé diéu gi.
T6i khong biét hau can nghia 1a gi, t6i chua timg dugc thing chirc, va téi ng
b t6i bdn ngan bang, va toi chua bao gio thuc sy yéu...”

Toi dot ngdt ngung 10i. “Téi xin 16i,” to6i nédi, va thot 1én chdi tai.
“Anh dau c6 mudn nghe tat ca nhitng chuyén nay.”

“Khong sao dau,” nguoi dan ong noi.
Chua o1. T61 hoan toan mat kiém soat.

Va du sao, diéu t6i noi khong phai 1 sy that. Boi vi t6i dang yéu
Connor. Chéc 13 tai do cao hay gi d6 1am dau oc toi x40 tron.

Boi 161, to1 vudt toc khoi mdt va co gang binh tinh lai. Pugc thoéi, hay
cO gang dém lai nao. Ba trdm nam muoi... sau. Ba tram nam...

Oi Chua oi. Oi Chtia 0i. Khong. Xin dimng. May bay lai lac lv. Ching
t6i lai lao xubng.

“Té6i chua timg 1am duoc bat cir diéu gi khién bd me ty hao.” Nhiing
101 d6 buot ra khéi miéng trude khi to1 kip dung lai. “Chua tirng.”

“To1 chac chan la khong phai the,” nguot dan Ong lich sy noi.

“Pung day. Co 18 ho da tig tu hao vé t6i. Nhung r6i chi ho Kerry toi
sdng cung ching t6i va ngay lap tirc bé me toi khong con nhin thiy t6i dau
nita. TAt ca nhirng gi ho théy 1a chi ta. Khi chuyén ti, chi ta mudi bon tudi,
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con toi muoi tudi, va toi tuong moi chuyén sé rat tuyét, anh biét day. Nhu
thé c6 mot nguoi chi éy. Nhung hoa ra moi chuyén lai khong nhu vay...”

T6i khong thé nging noéi. Pon gian 1a toi khong thé dimg lai.

MJi 1an may bay ndy 1én hodc gist xuong, mot trang tir ngit lai ngau
nhién tuon chay ra khéi miéng t61, nhu nude phun ra trén mot thac nude.

Hoac Ia t61 no1, hodc t61 la hét.

“... chi ta la vo dich boi 101, va vo dich vé moi thur, va to1 chi... chang
co gi sanh dugc voi...”

“... khoa hoc nhiép anh va t6i thuc su nghi n6 sé thay doi doi toi...”
“... ndm muoi ba can. Nhung t61 du dinh an kiéng...”

“To1 ndp don xin moi viéc lam trén thé gidi nay. Toi qua tuyét vong,
t61 tham chi con ndp don xin...”

“... mQt cO gai dang so tén la Artemis. C6 ngay mdt chiéc ban mai
dugc cho to1, ¢6 ta gianh 1ay ngay, mac du toi chi c6 mdt chiéc ban nho...”

“... do1 khi t61 tudi nude cam Ién cai cay nhén ngdc nghéch cua co ta,
chi dé dang doi co ta...”

“... c0 gai ngot ngao Katie, lam viéc & Phong Nhan sy. Ching t61 c6
am hi¢u bi mat l1a khi ¢6 éy budc vao nbi, ‘Toi xem lai vai con sb v&i cd
dugc khong, Emma?’ thi diéu d6 thuc su co nghia 1a ‘Ta s€ 1én nhanh ra
Starbucks...” ”

“... nhitng mon qua t¢ hai, va té1 phai vo nhu to1 thich...”
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. ¢d phé ¢ chd lam 1a thtr kinh tom nhat t6i ting udng, dung 1a
thude doc...”

“... da ghi “Piém toan GCSE loai A’ trong so yéu 1y lich, khi t6i thuc
su bi diém C. Toi biét thé 1a khong trung thuc. Toi biét 18 ra t6i khong nén
lam vay, nhung tdi qud thiét tha c6 duoc viéc lam...”

Dicu gi da xay ra vai to1 vay? Thuong thi co mot loai b loc ngan to1
budt ra moi dieu to1 nghi; nd gitp t61 ki€m soat.

Nhung bo loc da ngung lam viéc. Moi thtr ctr tuon ra hoa vao dong
sudi 16n, ngau nhién, va t6i khong thé ngin né lai.

“Po1 khi t61 tin vao Chua, bdi vi con ¢ cach nao khac dé tat ca chung
ta co6 mat ¢ day dau? Nhung roi to1 nghi, dung thé, nhung con chién tranh
va moi thi...”

“ .. mic quan lot khe boi vi n6 khong tao vét han. Nhung loai quan do
qua thyc rat kho chiu...”

“... cO tam, va t61 khong biét phai lam gi, vi thé toi chi né1 ‘O1 cha,
2 9

chung dep tuyét...
“... 6t d6 nuéng, mon an cuc ky va thich cua t61...”

“... tham gia mdt cau lac bd sach, nhung t61 khong doc hét dugc cudn
Gia tai vi dai. Vi thé t61 chi doc luédt trang bia sau va vo nhu t61 da doc
cuon sach do...”
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“... t01 cho nd toan bd sb thirc an cho cé vang, t61 thuc su khong biét
diéu gi xay ra...”

“.. chi can nghe bai Close to you cuia Carpenter 14 toi khoc...”

“... thue sy wdc gi t6i c6 bo nguc 16n hon. Y tdi 13, khong phai ¢ 3
ctiia Page, khong phai to khong 16 dén ngé ngan, nhung anh biét day, 16n
hon mot chat. Chi dé biét s& nhu thé nao...”

“... budi hen ho hoan hao sé bat dau bang viéc sam banh xuat hién &
ban an, nhu thé co phép la...”

“... t01 ding 1a d& hoi, t61 1én mua mdt hdp kem Haagen-Dazs khong
16 va dn ngau nghién, va toi khong bao gio noi voi Lissy...”

T6i khong con nhan thie duge bt cr diéu gi xung quanh ching toi.
Thé gi6i da thu hep lai chi con c6 toi va ngudi la d6, va cai miéng toi tudn
ra tat tat nhimg bi mat va suy nghi tir tan day long.

T6i hau nhu khong biét minh dang noi gi nita. TAt ca nhirng gi toi biét
1 cam giac d6 that dé chiu.

Liéu phap tam 1y 1a thé nay chang?

“... tén 1a Danny Nussbaum. B6 me t6i & dudi gic xem phim Ben
Hur, va t6i con nhé minh da nghi, néu day 1a diéu lam thé gi6i hét sirc phan
khich, thi thé gidi that dién 16...”

“... nam nghiéng, b1 vi nhu theé khe nguc trong s€ 16n hon...”
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“.. 1am trong nganh nghién ctru thi truong. Téi nhd 1an dau nhin thay
anh 4y toi da nghi, 4i cha, anh 4y that dep trai. Anh 4y rat cao, toc vang, boi
vi anh 4y c6 nira dong mau Thuy Pién, va anh 4y c¢6 d6i mat xanh tuyét voi.
Va anh 4y da moi toi di choi...”

“... luén ubng mot ly ruou vang ngot trude khi hen ho, chi dé bot
cing thang...”

“Anh Ay that tuyét voi. Connor vo clng tuyét voi. Toi that may man.
Moi ngudi déu noéi véi toi anh 4y tuyét voi thé nao. Anh dy ngot ngao, anh
ay tot bung, anh ay thanh cong, va moi ngudi déu goi chung t6i 1a mot cip
do1 hoan hao...”

“... toi chua timg néi véi ai diéu nay trong ca triéu nam. Nhung do6i
khi t6i nghi anh ay gan nhu qud dep trai. Hoi giong mot trong nhiing con
blp bé d6? Nhu Ken. Ken toc vang.”

Va bay gio t6i dang nodi vé chii d& Connor, t6i dang noéi nhing diéu toi
chua timg néi véi bat ky ai. Nhitng diéu toi tham chi chua ting nhén ra
chung da ton tai trong dau toi.

“... tang anh 4y chiéc dong ho da dang yéu vao dip Giang sinh, nhung
anh éy lai deo chiéc déng hd ky thuat s6 mau cam d6 chi vi no hién thi nhiét
d6 ¢ Ba Lan hoac diéu gi d6 ngu ngdc...”

“... dua to1 t&1 moi1 chuong trinh nhac jazz va t61 vo nhu rat thich chi
dé to ra lich su, va bay gio anh ay nghi toi thich jazz...”
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“... thudc long tung bd phim cia Woody Allen va noi ting cdu thoai
trude khi nd xut hién, va diéu d6 lam t6i phat dién...”

“... chi nhin t61 nhu thé t61 nodi1 tiéng nude ngoai...”

“... quyét tam tim ra diém G cua t61, vi thé chung t61 danh ca cuoi
tuan lam viéc do vdoi du moi tu theé khac nhau, va cudi cung to1 chi thay mét
nhoai, tat cd nhitng gi t61 mudn 1a mot chiéc pizza va xem Friends...”

“... anh ay ctr hoi mai, em thdy thé ndo, em thay thé nao? Vi thé rét
cudc to1 bia chuyén va noi chuyén do hét suc tuyét voi, va toi cam théy nhu
thé ca nguoi toi bung nd nhu mot bong hoa, va anh éy hoi loai hoa nao, vi
thé t61 noi 14 hoa thu hai duong...”

“... khong thé mong doi dam mé ban dau kéo dai mai mai. Nhung 1am
thé nao dé biét lidu dam mé d6 phai nhat dan theo cach c¢6 mot cam két 1au
dai, tot dep hay theo cach té€ hai ta-khong-con-ham-mé-nhau-chut-nao-

29

ntra...

“... hiép si trong bd giap sang 10a khong phai 13 lua chon thyc té.
Nhung mdt phﬁn trong to1 mudbn c6 mot chuyén tinh lang man tuy¢t voi va
vi dai. T6i mudn c6 dam mé. Téi mudn bi cudn phang di. Toi mudn mot
tran dong dét, hodc mét... Toi khong biét nita, mot con 16¢ khéng 16... diéu
gi d6 kich thich t6i. Po6i khi t6i cam thay nhu thé c6 mot cudc song hoan
toan m&i va day hoi hop dang cho doi toi trude mat, va néu toi co thé...”

“Xin 16i chi?”

“Sao co?” Toi sung sot nhin 1én. “Chuyén gi vay?” Co ti€p vién co
bim toc kiéu Phap dang dimg do, cti xudng nhin tdé1 mim cuoi.

“Chung ta da ha canh.” T61 nhin c6 ay cham cham.

“Chung ta da ha canh?”
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Piéu nay that vo 1y. Sao chung toi dd ha canh dugc cht? Toi nhin
quanh - va chang con nghi ngd gi nita, may bay dimg yén. Chung toi dang &
trén mat dat.

N £ 4] . PRI S

To1 cam thay nhu Dorothy[ ]. Mot gidy trudce, to1 van con dang xoay
tron trong khong trung, got chan va vao nhau, vdy ma gio toi da tinh day,
bai hoai va yén 4 va binh thuong trd lai.

“Chiing ta khong con va dap nira,” toi néi mot cach ngd ngan.
“Chiing ta da ngimg va dap kha 1au roi,” anh chang ngudi My néi.
“Chiing ta... chung ta s& khong chét.”

“Chiing ta s& khong chét,” anh chang dong .

T6i nhin anh ta nhu thé méi thdy 1an dau - va toi chot nhan ra. Toi da
ba hoa khong ngimg ca mot tiéng dong hd vdi con ngudi hoan toan xa la
nay. Chi c6 Chiia méi biét toi da noi gi.

To1 nghi t61 mudn ra khoi may bay ngay lap tuec.
“To1 xin 101,” to1 lung ting noi1. “LE ra anh nén ngan to1 lai.”

“Diéu do cling hoi kho day.” Anh ta thoang né mdt nu cuoi. “Co ctr
tuon ra khong ngurng.”

“To1 that xau ho qua!” Toi1 cd gang mim cudi, nhung to61 tham chi
khong ddm nhin vao mat anh ta. Y toi 14, t61 da n61 vo1 anh ta ca vé do 1ot.
To1 da ndi vt anh ta ca vé diém G ciia minh.

“Dung lo chuyén do. Chung ta déu bi cang thang. That la mdt chuyén

bay vat va.” Anh ta nhic ba 16 1én va dung day khoi ghé - r0i quay lai nhin
t0i. “C6 tu vé duoc chir?”
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“Vang, to1 s€ on thoi. Cam on. Chuc anh tham quan vui vé!” To61 goi

v6i sau lung anh ta, nhung c6 1& anh ta khong nghe thay.

T6i cham chap lay d6 dac va roi khoi may bay. Toi thay ngudi minh
uét ddm mo hoi, toc tai bu xu, va dau toi ong ong.

San bay duong nhu rat sang sua, tinh ling va yén gi6 sau khong khi
cing thang trén may bay. Mit dat duong nhu rat chic chin. T6i ngdi yén
lang trén mat chiéc ghé nhya mot luc, ¢ géng binh tinh lai, nhung cudi
cung khi dumg 1én, toi van cam thdy chong mat. Toi budc di trong 4o anh,
hau nhu khong tin néi minh con & day. Minh con song. Téi thuc sy khong
hé nghi minh s€ tr& lai duge mat dat.

“Emma!” To61 nghe ai do goi khi budc ra ctra, nhung t61 khong nhin
1én. C6 ca ddng Emma trén thé giéi nay.

“Emma! Pang nay co ma!”

T6i ngang 1én ngd ngang. C6 phai 1a...
Khong. Khong thé nio, khong thé...
D6 1a Connor.

Trong anh dep trai dén nao long. Lan da anh ram niang nhu nudc da
ctia ngudi Scandinavi, va d6i mat anh xanh hon bao gio hét, va anh dang
chay vé phia toi. Khong thé ndo. Anh lam gi ¢ ddy co cha? Khi chay tdi
chd 61, anh v 14y ghi t6i sat vao nguc.

“On Chuia,” anh noi giong khan khan. “On Chtia. Em khong sao day
chu?”

“Connor, anh... anh lam gi & day?”
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“Anh goi dén hang hang khong dé hoi chuyén bay ctia em ha canh luc
mAy gio, va ho ndéi may bay gip nhidu loan khong khi nghiém trong. Anh
phai t&i sdn bay.” Anh 4y cui nhin t6i chdm chi. “Emma, anh di quan sat
may bay ctia em ha canh. Ho dua xe cip ctru ra thang d6. Roi anh khong
thdy em xuét hién. Anh nghi...” Anh nuét kho khan. “Anh khong biét chinh
xac anh da nghi gi nita.”

“Em khong sao. Em chi... ¢c6 gang binh tinh lai. Oi Chua oi, Connor,
moi chuyén that kinh hoang.” Gigng t61 dot nhién run 1én, mot diéu that ky
cuc, bai vi bay gid toi di tuyét doi an toan. “Co lac em di tudong minh sé
chét.”

“Khi khong thay em di qua barrier...” Connor budng t6i ra va lang 1€
nhin t61 trong vai gidy. “Anh nghi lan dau tién anh thyc sy nhin ra minh
yéu em sau sac thé nao.”

“That sao?” to61 ngap ngung.
Tim t6i dap thinh thich. C6 18 toi s& ng 14n ra bat cir luc nao.
“Emma, anh nghi ta nén...”

Két hon? Tim toi nay 1én vi lo lang. Oi Chua oi. Anh dang dinh cau
hoén 61, ngay & day, trong san bay. Toi s& néi gi chir? Toi chua sin sang dé
két hon. Nhung néu tdi tir chdi, anh sé gian ddi bo di. Khi that. Thoi dugc.
Diéu t6i s& noi 13, Oi trdi, Connor, em can mot chut thoi gian suy nghi...

“... don to1 song cung nhau,” anh no6i not.
To1 that 1a mot con ngoc ao tuwong. RO rang anh khong cau hon toi.
“Em nghi sao?”” anh nhe nhang vuot toc toi.

“Um...” t61 vudt mit, cd gang tri hodn thoi gian, t6i khong thé suy
nghi cho ranh mach duoc. Don téi ¢ cung Connor. Piéu d6 ciing kha hay
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ho. Vi Iy do gi ma khong lam thé cht? To6i cam thay béi r6i. Co cai gi do
giat manh trong dau toi; ¢ gang gtri cho toi mot thong diép...

Va ludt qua dau t61 1a mdt vai dieu to1 da ndi trén may bay. Piéu gi do
vé chuyén to1 chua bao gio thyc su yéu. Dieu gi d6 vé viéc Connor khong
thuc su hiéu toi.

Nhung thé thi sao chir... d6 chi 1a nhitng 10i néi dai dot, phai khong
nao? Y toi 13, t6i twong minh sap chét, vi Chua. Toi khong hoan toan tinh
tdo.

“Connor, thé con cudc hop quan trong cua anh?” t61 noi1, dot nhién
nho ra.

“Anh huy r61.”
“Anh huy sao?” T61 nhin anh cham cham. “Vi em?”

Bay gio thi t6i thuc sy cam thay run ray. Chan t6i hau nhu khong con
nang d& dugc co thé toi. Toi khong biét d6 1a hau qua cia chuyén bay hay
tinh yéu.

Oi Chuia o1, hay nhin anh xem. Anh cao rdo dep trai, va anh da hiy ca
mot cudc hop quan trong, va anh tdi dé ctru toi.

Do la tinh yéu. D6 phai 1a tinh yéu.

“Em cling muon chuyén té1 song cung anh, Connor,” to1 tham thi, va
trude noi1 ngac nhién dén strng soét cua chinh minh, t61 0a 1én khoc.
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Sang hom sau, toi tinh day khi anh mat tro1 roi vao mi mét, va mui ca
phé ngon lanh bay lo ltrng trong khong gian.

“Chao em!” giong Connor vong xudng tir phia trén.
“Chao anh,” toi 1am bam, khong mo mét.

“Em mu6n uéng chut ca phé khong?”

“Vang, cho em chut ca phé.”

Toi 14t ngudi va giau cai dau van ong ong vao goi, co gang chim lai
vao giac ngu trong vai phut. Diéu ma t61 van thuong dé dang lam duogc.
Nhung hom nay, c6 gi d6 lam t61 kho chiu. Chang 1€ t61 da quén diéu gi d6?

Khi t6i loang thoang nghe tiéng Connor lanh canh tach dia trong bép
va tiéng ti vi rat nho dang xa, dau oc t6i mét moi do tim manh méi. Hém
nay la sdng thtr Bay. T6i dang & trén givong cua Connor. Chung t6i ra ngoai
an toi - 6i Chua oi, chuyén bay khung khiép d6... anh téi san bay, va anh

4

nol...
Chung t61 da don té1 ¢ cung nhau!

To1 ngdi day, ding lac Connor budc vao voi hai chiéc tich va mat
binh ca phé. Anh khodc mot chiéc ao choang trang va trong cuc ky dep trai.
T61 thay nhoi 1€n cam gidc ty hao, va vuon nguoi tang anh mgt nu hon.

“Chao em,” anh noi va cuoi 1on. “Can than nhé.” Anh dua cho to61
tach ca phé. “Em cam thay thé nao?”
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“Em khoe.” T6i vudt toc khoi mat. “Van hoi choang vang mot chut.”

“Chang co6 gi dang ngac nhién ca.” Connor nhuéng may. “H6m qua la
mot ngay khd mét moéi.”

“Chac chan r61.” To1 gat dau, va uong mot ngum ca phé. “Vay. Ching
ta... s€ song cung nhau!”

“Néu em van dong y?”
“Tat nhién! Tat nhién 1a em dong y!” T61 mim cuoi rang rd.
Va do 1a sy thyuc. Toi thuc sy dong y.

T6i cam thay nhu thé chi qua mot dém, t6i da trd thanh ngudi 16n.
T6i s& don t6i sdng chung voi ban trai. Cubi cing cudc doi t6i di di dung
hudng!

“Anh s& phai bao voi Andrew...” Connor chi vé phia birc tudng, phia
bén kia la phong cua anh ban chung can ho.

“Con em s€ phai noi voi Lissy va Jemima.”

“Roi ta s& phai tim mot noi phit hop. Va em phai hira 13 s& giir n6 that
ngin nap day.” Anh cuoi toét, tréu choc toi.

“Em thich thé day!” Té1i vo gian dit. “Anh méi 1a ngudi c6 ndm muoi
triéu chiéc dia CD.”

“Do lai la chuyén khac!”

“Khac thé nao chir, cho em hoi duge khong?” Toi chdng tay 1én hong,
nhu mot nhan vat trong hai kich, va Connor cudi phé Ién.

Mot thoang yén lang, nhu thé ca hai ching toi ciing xep hét hoi, rdi
chung toi cting nhap ca phé.
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“Du sao thi,” Connor néi sau mot lic yén lang, “anh phai di day.”
Connor dang tham du mot khoa hoc may tinh vao cudi tuan. “Anh rat tiéc
s€ khong gap dugc bé me em,” anh no61 thém.

Va anh thuc 10ng nghi vay. Y 6i 13, cr nhu thé anh con chua phai 1a
nguoi ban trai hoan hdo khong béng, anh thuc sy thich dén tham bd me t6i.

“Khong sao,” to1 noi day khoan dung. “Khong quan trong.”

2
r A

“0, va anh quén noi véi em.” Connor cudi day bi an. “Doan xem anh
c6 veé di dau?”

“O!” t6i néi day hao hire. “Um...”
To1 suyt thi no1 “Paris!”

“Lién hoan nhac jazz!” Connor rang r&. “Nhém tir tau Dennisson! Do
12 buoi dién cudi cung cua ho trong nim nay day. Con nhé ta da nghe ho
. y day g :

choi & Ronnie Scott khong?”

Trong gidy lat toi hau nhu khong thé néi gi.

“Tuyét qua!” Cuoi cung to1 cling c6 gang. “Nhdom tir tau... Dennisson!
Em nhé chu.”

Ho choi clarinet. Cir lién mién, 1ién mién, trong khodng hai tiéng, ma
tham chi khong can nghi.

“Anh biét em s& thich ma.” Connor triu mén vuot ve tay to1, va toi
mim cudi yéu 6t voi anh.

“Q, em thich ma!”

Van dé 1a, co 1€ s€ c6 ngay to1 thich nhac jazz. Trén thuc té, t61 kha
chac chan rang ngay do sé téi.
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To1 au yém ngam anh thay quan 4o, chai rang va xach cdp 1én. “Em
mac mon qua anh tang,” anh nd1 vo1 nu cuoi hai long, liec nhin do6 16t to1
vut dudi san.

“Em... van thudng mic,” t6i néi, 1am dau thanh gid sau lung. “Chung
dep tuyét!”

“Chuc em mot ngay vui vé vor gia dinh.” Connor budc té1 bén
giwong hon to1, va sau d6 ngap ngung. “Emma nay?”

“Gi vy anh?”

Anh ngoi xudng canh giudng va nhin t6i nghiém tac. Troi, doi mat
anh xanh that 1a xanh.

“Co6 diéu nay anh muon noi.” Anh can moi. “Em biét day, ching ta
ludn thang than véi nhau trong moi quan hé.”

“Da... vang,” t61 noi, cam thay doéi chut e sg.

“Pay chi 1a mot ¥ tuong. Em c6 thé khong thich. Y anh 1a... diéu d6
hoan toan phu thudc vao em.”

To1 nhin Connor cham cham day hoang mang. Mét anh do dan 1én, va
trong anh thuc sy boi roi.

Oi Chuia oi. Chang 1& anh bt dau tré nén lap di? Chang 1& anh mubn
to1 mac nhiing bo trang phuc ky di?

Thuc ra, toi chfmg ngai tré thanh mdt c¢6 y td. Hoac c6 meo trong
Nguoi doi. Thé ciing tha vi. Toi c6 thé mua mot dbi ung bong loang. ..

“Anh dang nghi rang... c¢6 1&... ching ta c6 thé..” Anh lang ting
ngung lai.

“Sao co?” Tbi dit tay 1én tay anh khuyén khich.
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“Chiing ta c6 thé...” Anh lai dimng 16 1an nira.

“Sao?”
Lai mot khoang yén lang nira. Toi hau nhu khong thd ndi. Anh mudn
chung to1 lam gi cht? Gi chi?

“Chung ta c6 thé bat dau goi nhau 1a ‘cung’,” anh boi 161 né1 voi.

“Sao co?” to1 nod1 ngo ngan.

“Chi 1a...” Mat Connor d6 bung hon nita. “Chung ta s& song cung
nhau. D6 12 cam két kha chic chan. Va gan day anh nhan thay, hinh nhu

chung minh khong bao gio dung nhiing tir du yém.”

T6i nhin anh cham cham, cam thiy nhu bi bat qua tang.
“Chung ta khong dung sao?”

C‘Kh" 2
ong.
“0.” T6i nhap mdt ngum ca phé. Gio nghi lai méi thay anh néi ding.
Chung t61 khong goi nhau nhu vay. Tai sao lai khong chu?
“Vay em nghi sao? Chi néu em muon tho6i.”
“Tat nhién ro61!” t61 nd1 nhanh. “Y em la, anh n61 duang. Tat nhién
chung ta nén lam theé.” T61 hang giong. “Cung a!”
“Cam on, cung,” anh noi1, v41 nu cuoi au yém, va téi mim cuoi lai, co
gang 10 di cam gidc phan khang yéu 6t trong dau.
To1 thay chang on chut nao.
To1 khong cam thay minh 1a “cung”.
Cung la mot nguoi da két hon vai1 vong ngoc trai va mot chiéc xe bon

banh.
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“Emma?” Connor nhin t61i cham cham. “C¢é gi khong 6n sao?”

“Em khong chic!” Téi cudi e dé. “Em chi khong biét em c6 cam thay
minh giéng ‘cung’ khong thoi. Nhung... anh biét ddy. Em c6 thé quen dan
voi tr do.”

“That sao? Vay ching ta c6 thé dung tir gi d6 khac. Hay 1a ‘em
yeu’?”

Em yéu? Anh dang nghiém tuc day cha?

“Khong,” toi n6i nhanh. “Em nghi ‘cung’ nghe 6n hon.”

“Hay ‘bé con’... ‘minh yéu quy’... ‘thién than’.”

“Co 18 thé. Nghe nay, ta tam thoi ctr dé chuyén nay lai dugc khong?”

Mait Connor xiu xudng, va téi cam thay that c6 161. Thoi nao. To1 cod
thé goi ban trai cua minh 1a “cung” ma, vi Chaa. Tr¢ thanh nguoi 16n thi
phai nhu vay ma. To6i chi can phai lam quen véi chuyén do.

“Connor, em xin 16i,” t6i n6i. “Em khong biét co gi khong 6n véi em
2 2
nira. Co 1€ em van hoi cang thang sau chuyén bay do.” Toéi nam tay anh.
“Cung a.”

“Khong sao dau, cung.” Anh mim cudi dap, vé mat hon ho tré lai, va
hon t61. “Hen gap em sau.”

Ban thiy day. That dé.

Oi Chua oi.
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Du sao. Chuyén d6 chang quan trong. Toi hy vong moi cap déi déu co
nhimng gidy phit nguong nghiu thé nay. Diéu d6 co 1& ciing hoan toan binh
thuong.

T6i mat khoang nira tiéng dé di tir noi ¢ ciia Connor ¢ Maida Vale toi
Islington, noi t6i song, va khi m& cira toi thay Lissy dang ngdi trén sofa.
Xung quanh c6 ddy nhitng gidy to va mat ¢6 co vé dam chiéu. Lissy lam
viéc rat cham chi. Poi khi ¢6 ay con lam viéc qua stc.

“Cau dang lam gi vay?” t6i ndi day vé thong cam. “Co phai vu gian
1an d6 khong?”

“Khoéng, 1a bai bao nay,” Lissy mo hd noi, va gio mot td tap chi bong
loang 1én. “Bai bao nay noi ké tir thoi Cleopatra, su cin xtng cua vé dep
van nhu vay, va c¢6 mot cach dé tim ra ta xinh dep & muc nao, mdt cach
khoa hoc. Ta lam tit ca nhitng phép tinh nay...”

“Thé a!” to1 hao hung. “Vay cau thé nao?”

“Té chi dang tim hiéu cach tinh.” C6 lai nhiu may nhin trang bao.
“Duoc 53... trir di 20... bang... Oi Chua oi!” C6 lai hoang hét nhin trang
bao. “T¢ chi dugce c6 33 diém!”

“Trén tong s6 bao nhiéu?”
“M0ot tram! 33 trén tong sO mot tram!”
“O1 Lissy. Thu do6 that vo van.”

“Td biet,” Lissy noi nghiém tac. “T¢ xau. Td bict diéu dé6 ma. Cau
biet day, ca doi to, t& da tham biet dieu do, nhung...”

“Khoéng!” t6i néi, c6 khong pha 1én cuoi. “Y t& 1a to tap chi d6 that
rac rudi! Ta dau thé danh gid sic dep bang mot chi s6 ngu ngde nao d6. Hay
!,7

nhin cau ma xem!” T61 chi vao Lissy, cd gai c6 d61 mat mau xam to nhat

thé gidi, lan da sang rang r& va don gian 13 dep dén kinh ngac, cho du gin
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day kiéu toc cta co 4y co hoi don gian. “Y t6 1a, cdu sé tin ai chu? Cai
guong hay bai bao ngoc nghéch vo duyén do?”

“Bai bao ngdc nghéch vo duyén,” Lissy nodi, nhu thé diéu do hét suc
r0 rang.

Tbi biét ¢ éy nura dua ntra that. Nhung ké tir khi anh ban trai Simon
b6 co 4y, Lissy danh gia minh rat thip. Téi thuc sy hoi lo lang vé c6 Ay.

“Do la cong thuc vang cua sdc dep?” c6 ban chung can h§ Jemima
ctia chiing toi noi, gd ddi gidy cao got didu da vao phong. Co ta mic quan
jean mau hong nhat cing chiéc 40 bo sat mau trang nhu moi khi, 1an da ram
ning hoan hdo va co ta that chai chubt. Vé Iy thuyét, Jemima 1am viéc &
mot phong trung bay d6 diéu khiac. Nhung tit ca nhimg gi co ta lam 1a di
tay 10ng, nho 16ng, mat xa timg xang ti mét co thé, hen ho véi cac dng chu
ngan hang trong thanh phd, va ludn kiém tra luong ciia ho trude khi dong ¥.

Tbi thuc sy hoa thuin véi Jemima. Pai loai thé. Chi 1a ¢6 ta duong
nhu bat dau moi ciu noi béng, “Néu cau mudn c6 mot vién da quy trén
ngon tay,” va “Néu cau mubdn mot can ho & SW3,” va “Néu cdu mudn duoc
biét dén nhu mot ba chii nha gioi to chirc cc bita tiéc ti.”

Y t61 1a, to1 chang phién néu dugc biét dén nhu mot ba chu nha gioi to
chuc cac bita tiéc to1. Ban biet day. Chi c6 diéu n6 khong nam trong danh
sach uu tién hang dau cua to1 hién gio.

Ngoai ra, ¥ twong ctia Jemima vé viéc trd thanh mét ba chu nha gioi
td chirc cac bita tiéc tdi 13 moi moc duge nhiéu nguoi ban giau co tdi, trang
hoang cho ca cin ho bang nhiing thir xinh xinh, thué dau bép nau vo sé do
an ngon rodi ndi voi moi ngudi chinh ¢ ta dd ty vao bép, sau d6 day ban
chung cin ho (t6i va Lissy) di xem phim t6i hom d6 va to ra hét stc xau ho
khi ho dam 1én vé vao lic nira dém va tir pha mot tach sé co la nong.

“T¢ da lam bai quiz do,” cb ta ndi, nhac chiéc tii Louis Vuitton mau
hong 1én. Bo c6 ta da mua tang con gai khi c6 ta chia tay voi mgt anh chang
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sau ba 1an hen ho. Nhu thé c6 ta dau budn lam ay.

Nhung xin nhé cho, anh ta c6 mot chiéc du thuyén, vi thé ¢6 18 ¢b ta
cling dau budn that.

“Cau dugc bao nhiéu dieém?” Lissy hoi.

“Tam muoi chin.” C6 ta xtrc nudc hoa, vuot mai toc vang ra dang sau
va mim cuo1 véi minh trong guong. “Vay Emma, c6 ding la cau s€ chuyén
to1 song cung Connor khong?”’

T61 ha hoc mom nhin ¢6 ta. “Sao cau biét diéu d6?”

“Nghe don vay thoi. Sang nay Andrew goi cho Rupes vé tran cricket,
va anh ay néi chuyén do.”

“Cau s& chuyén toi song cung Connor?” Lissy ngd vuc. “Sao ciu
khong noi1 véi t6?”
“Té dang dinh no6i day, that ddy. Piéu d6 c6 tuyét khong chi?”

“Mot nude co khong hay, Emma.” Jemima lac dau. “Chién thuat rat
kém.”

“Chién thuat?” Lissy noi, tron xoe mat. “Chién thudt? Jemima, ho
yéu nhau chtr dau phai choi co tuéng!”

“Mo1 quan h¢ la mot van co tudng,” Jemima do1 dap, chai mascara
1én mi. “Me té noi ta ludn phai nhin vé phia trudc. Ta phai lén ké hoach
chién luge. Néu di mot nudce co sai lam, ta phai chiu hau qua.”

“That rac rudi!l” Lissy budng binh. “Mot méi quan hé 13 sy hoa hop
vé tinh cach. La nhitng tim hon dong diéu tim thiy nhau.”

“Tam hon dong di¢u!” Jemima no6i thd bao, va nhin t61. “Hay nho
diéu nay, Emma, néu cau mudn c6 mdt vién da quy trén ngon tay, thi dung
chuyén t&1 & cung Connor.”
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Mit cb ta liéc that nhanh nhu phan xa c6 diéu kién t&i birc hinh dat
trén bé 10 sudi chup co ta gap Hoang tor William tai mot tran polo tur thién.

“Van con mong chd Hoang tr?” Lissy noi. “Anh ta tré hon ciu bao
nhiéu tuoi, Jemima?”’

“Pimng c6 ngdc thé!” ¢d ta ngat 101, d6i ma thoang tmg hong. “Poi khi
cau that 1a tré con, Lissy.”

“Du sao thi t& cling khong mudn c¢6 mot vién da quy trén ngon tay,”
to1 dap tra.

Jemima nhudng do6i 1ong may dugc xén tia hoan hdo nhu thé muodn
no1, “do ngodc kém hiéu biét khon kho”, va nhac tai lén.

“0,” ¢6 ta dot nhién no6i thém, mat nheo lai. “Co ai trong hai cu
muon cai 4o chui dau Joseph cua té khong?”

C6 mot nhip yén lang ngan ngui.
“Khong,” t61 no1 vé ngay tho.
“T& con khong biét do 1a chiéc 4o nao,” Lissy nhin vai noi.

To1 khong dam nhin Lissy. To1 chac hom ng da thay c¢6 ay mac chiéc
ao do.

D61 mat xanh cua Jemima ludt qua té1 va Lissy nhu mot chiéc may
quét ra da.

“Bé1 vi tay té rat manh khanh,” c6 ta néi vé canh bo, “va to rat
khong muon tay 4o bi rao ra. Va t¢ khong nghi minh s€ khong nhan ra, boi
vi t¢ s€ nhan ra. Chao.”

Ngay giay phut c0 ta di, Lissy va t61 nhin nhau.
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“Khi that,” Lissy néi. “Hinh nhu t& bd quén & chd 1am. Puoc thdi,
thir Hai té s& mang vé.” C6 Ay nhun vai va quay lai voi to tap chi.

Puoc r6i. Su that 13 ca hai chung t6i thinh thoang déu c6 muon quan
40 cua Jemima. Ma khong hoi. Nhung dé ti bao chita cho minh thi ¢6 ta co
qua nhiéu quan 40, ¢d ta hau nhu s& khong bao gid nhan ra. Cong véi viée
theo nhu Lissy, viéc ban ¢ chung can hd co thé mugn qu‘?m 4o cua nhau la
quyén co ban ctia con nguoi. Co 4y ndi d6 gan nhu 1a mot phan trong Hién
phap khong dugc viét ra ctia Anh.

“Va du sao chang nita,” Lissy noi thém, “co ta ng t& vi t& da viét ho
co ta buc thu cho hoi dong vé miy tAm vé phat. Cau biét ddy, co ta chiang
bao gid biét cam on.” Lissy ngang 1én khoi mét bai bao vé Nicole Kidman.
“Chut nita cdu mudn 1am gi? Cau c6 mudn xem phim khong?”

“Té khong thé,” toi ludng Iy néi. “Té phai du bita trua ming sinh
nhat me t4.”

“O dung r6i, tat nhién.” C6 ay lam vé mit thong cam. “Chac may
man. T¢ hy vong moi chuyén s€ 6n cd.”

Lissy 1a nguoi duy nhét trén thé gidi biét téi cam thay thé nao khi
phai vé thim nha. Ma tham chi c6 dy van con chua biét hét.
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Nhung khi ngoi trén tau vé nha, téi quyét tdm rang lan nay moi
chuyén s€ kha hon. Hom no t61 c6 xem mdt chuong trinh ctia Cindy Blaine
vé cudc doan tu cla cac cd gai lac me subt nhiéu nam, va nd cam dong dén
ndi nudc mat toi cr 1 cha tudn roi. Cudi chuong trinh, Cindy da c6 mot bai
thuyét giang dao 1y nho nho vé 1y do tai sao ta c6 thé dé dang chip nhan gia
dinh va rang gia dinh da cho ta cudc sdng va chiing ta nén yéu mén ho. Va
to1 dot nhién cam théy minh thue su bj ché ngu.

Vi thé day 1a nhiing giai phap cua t6i cho ngay hom nay:
Toi sé khong:

Pé gia dinh 1am t6i cing thang.

Cam thay ghen tj v6i Kerry, hay dé Nev 1am t6i hoang so.
Nhin dong ho, ban khoin xem khi nao thi minh c6 thé di.
101 se:

Gitr cho long minh thanh than va yéu thuong va ghi nhd ching t61
déu 1a nhirng mat xich thiéng liéng trong vong doi bat diét.

(T61 cling nghe cau do tu Cindy Blaine.)

B6 me t6i ting song & Twickenham, 1a noi t6i 16n 1én. Nhung bay gio
ho ro1 London, té1 mdt lang & Hampshire. T61 to1 nha bd me sau muoi hai
gid mot chut, va thdy me dang & trong bép véi chi ho Kerry. Chj ta va anh
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chong Nev ciing da chuyén ra ngoai, t&i mot lang cach nha bé me khoang
nim phut l4i xe, vi thé ho van gip nhau subt.

T6i ¢6 cam giac dau nhoéi quen thudc khi thdy ho ding canh nhau bén
bép. Trong ho giébng me con hon 13 di chau. Ca hai déu dé kiéu toc tia ngan
- mic du toc Kerry highlight ddm hon téc me toi - ca hai déu mac 40 mau
sang, dé 16 khe nguc ram ning, va ca hai déu dang cuoi vui vé. Trén quiy
bép, toi thay mot chai ruou vang trang da voi mot nira.

“Chuc mung sinh nhat me!” t61 n61, dm hon me. Khi thoang théy mot
g6i qua boc gidy dé trén ban bép, t6i cam thay minh hoi run 1én vi cho doi.
T6i dd mua cho me mén qua sinh nhat fuyér nhdt. T6i nong long mudn duge
tang n6 cho me.

“Chao em!” Kerry ndi va quay lai, van dang deo tap dé. Poi mat xanh
ctia chi ta ké dam, co chi ta deo mot cdy thanh gia kim cuong ma t6i chua
ting nhin thdy. Mdi 1an t6i gip Kerry, chi ta déu c6 mét thir dd nit trang
méi. “Gap em vui qua, Emma a! Ca nha khong may khi dugc gip em. Phai
khong, di Rachel?”

“Chac chan la khong ro1,” me ndi, Om lai toi.
9 . 9 .

“Chi cit 40 khoac cho em nhé?” Kerry noi, khi toi cit chai sim banh
t6i mang ti vao t lanh. “Em udng mot ly nhé?”

Pay 1a cach Kerry ludn néi véi toi. Nhu thé toi 13 khach la. Nhung
ding dé y. To6i sé& khong dé minh buc boi vi chuyén dé. Nhitng mit xich
thiéng liéng trong vong doi bat diét.

“DPuogc a,” to1 dap, co6 gang noi giong vui vé. “Em s€ tu 1ay.” T61 mo
ctra ti noi luon cat ly coc, nhung lai thay toan hdp ca chua.

“0 dang nay co,” Kerry noi tir phia bén kia bép. “Ca nha da sap xép
lai 40 dac! Bay gio moi thir & vi tri hop 1y hon r6i.”
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“O dung. Cam on.” Toi cam chiéc ly chi ta dua cho va nhap mot
ngum rugu vang. “Em giup duoc viéc gi khong?”

“Co 18 1a khong...” Kerry néi, nhin quanh bép day vé trach ctr. “Moi
thir hau nhu d3 dau vao ddy ca roi.”

“Thé 1a chau no1 véi Elaine,” chi ta n61 thém vo1 me, “Chi mua doi
giay do ¢ dau? Va co ay no1t M&S! Chau khong tin noi!”

“Elaine 13 ai vay?” toi hoi, c6 gang tham gia.
“O cau lac bo golf,” Kerry noi.

Me chua bao gio choi golf. Nhung khi chuyén téi Hampshire, me toi
va Kerry d3 cung choi mén d6. Va gio day tat ca nhimg gi t6i nghe duoc 1a
nhing tran dau golf, nhitng budi hop mit véi cau lac bo golf, va nhing bita
tiéc mién man v6i may ngudi than thiét & cau lac bo golf.

Toi1 da ting di cung ho mot lan dé xem tat ca chuyén do la thé nao.
Nhung trude tién, ho déu cd vai ba nguyén tic ngd ngan vé nhitng gi ta
dugc phép mic, ma toi thi khong biét chuyén d6, va mot éng gia suyt chat
nira d4 bi dau tim khi t6i mic quan jean dén. Vi thé ho d3 phai tim cho toi
mot cai vay va mot doi giay da mém dé dinh. Va khi & trén san golf, toi
khong thé danh trang bong. Khong phai t6i khong thé danh bong gidi nhé,
ma 13 t6i hau nhu khong thé cham t6i qua bong theo nghia den. Vi thé rot
cudc ho liéc mit ra hiéu va noéi réng to1 nén cho trong cau lac bo.

“Xin 16i, Emma, cho chi di qua chat xiu...” Kerry véi qua vai t6i dé
lay mot chiéc dia.

“Xin 161,” t61 nod1, va dich sang mot bén. “Vay, thuc su khong co gi
cho con lam sao, me?”

“Con c6 thé cho Sammy an,” me noéi, dua cho t61 mot 1o thirc an ca.
Me nhiu may lo au. “Con biét day, me hoi lo cho Sammy.”
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“0,” t0i noi, cam thay hoi chudng canh bao. “O... tai sao a?”

“No c6 veé khong phai la chinh minh.” Mg sam soi nhin con ca trong
binh. “Con nghi sao? Con thay tréng n6 ¢ on khong?”

To1 nhin theo 4nh mat ciia me va to ra suy tu, nhu thé t61 dang nghién
ctru cac dac diém ctia Sammy vay.

O1 Chua o1, to1 chua bao gio nghi me s€ nhan ra. T61 da co gang hét
strc dé tim mot con ca trong giong nhu Sammy. Y t61 1a nd cling c6 mau
cam, co hai vay, n6 boi lugn xung quanh... Co6 gi khac bi¢t cha?

“Cé 1€ no chi hoi yéu mdt chat,” cudi cung to1 ndi. “Chac nd s¢ vuot
qua dugc thoéi.”

Xin dung dé me dua nd téi bac si thu y hay gi do, t61 tham cau
nguyén. T61 con khong kiém tra xem minh ¢6 mua ding con ca duc khong
nira. Li€u c4 vang co6 gidi tinh khong nhi?

“Con vi€c gi khac con co6 thé lam dugc khong?” t61 noi, hau hinh rac
thirc an trén mat nudc dé chan tam nhin cua me hudng td1 con ca.
“Chi v61 me lam xong ca ro1,” Kerry noi ve tu te.

“Sao con khong di chao b di?” me noi, sang vai hat dau. “Khoang
muo1 phut nita ta méi an trua.”

T6i tim thay bd va Nev trong phong khach, dang ngdi truéc man hinh
xem mot tran cricket. Bo rAu mau xam cua bd dugc xén gon gang nhu moi
khi, va bd dang udng bia tir mot cai vai to. Cin phong méi duogc trang tri
lai, nhung trén twong van trung bay du nhimg chiéc ctp boi 161 cua Kerry.
Me van danh bong chiing déu din mdi tuan.
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Cung vo1 cdp no hoa hong cudi ngua cua to6i. Co 1€ me phui bui cho
nd bang khan lau.

“Chao bo,” t61 noi, va lai hon bo.

“Emma!” B6 dit mot tay 1én tran té vé ngac nhién ché giéu. “Con da

',7

t6i duge! Khong lac duong! Khong di tham nhitng thanh phé co
“Hom nay thi khong!” td1 cuoi nhe. “Binh an vo su.”

Pi co lan, ngay sau khi bé me chuyén t6i ngodi nha nay, toi di nham
tau trén dudng t6i day va két cuc di t6i Salisbury, va bd ludn tréu choc toi
vé chuyén do.

“Chao anh, Nev.” T6i hon voi vao mé anh ta, cd gang dé khong oe vi
anh ta dung qua nhiéu kem cao rau. Anh ta mic quan kaki va 4o c6 lo mau
trang, deo mot chiéc vong vang ning né & ¢o tay, cong voi mot chiée nhin
cudi gan kim cuong & ngén tay. Nev diéu hanh cong ty cta gia dinh anh ta,
cung cap thiét bi van phong trén khip ca nudc, va anh ta gip Kerry & mot
budi hoi nghi ciia cac doanh nhan tré. RS rang ho bat ddu cau chuyén bang
cach ngudng md cai déng hd Rolex ciia nhau.

“Chao Emma,” anh ta n6i. “Em nhin thay chiéc xe m&i chua?”

“Sao co?” to1 nhin anh ta ngo ngac - sau d6 nhd ra mot chiéc xe moi
bong loang toi da thay trong luc vao nha. “O, em thay roi! Dep lam.”

“Mercedes 5 Series.” Anh ta ldy mot chai bia. “Gia niém yét 1a bon
muoi hai nghin.”

“Tron dat.”

“Tuy nhién anh khong phai tra gia d6.” Anh ta gd vao mot bén miii.
“Em tht doan xem.”

“Um... bon muoi?”
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“Poan lai nira xem.”

“Ba muoi chin nghin?”

“Ba muoi bay nghin hai trdam ndm muoi,” Nev néi day vé chién

h’i N\ oY '/( i '7\/ 14 /’\ \ /’\
thang. “Va mot chiec CD changer[ ] mién phi. Pugc khau trur thue,” anh ta
no1 thém.

“Phai ro1. Ai cha.”

To1 khong con biét phai noi1 gi khac, vi the to1 ngd1 1én sofa va bat dau
an dau phong.

“Do la thir con hudng td1, Emmal™” bo nodi. “Li€u con c6 bao gio lam
duoc khong?”

“Con... khong bi€t. A ma... bd, nhac méi nhd. Con c6 tdm séc tra bo.”
To1 lang tang luc tim trong thi va lay ra to séc 300 bang.

“Tot 1am,” bo no1. “Cai1 do dé trir vao tién no.” P61 mat xanh cua bo
lap lanh khi bo nhét to séc vao tui quan. “Cai do duoc goi 1a hoc duoc gia
tri cua dong tién. Cai d6 duoc goi la hoc cach ding trén doi chan cua chinh
minh!”

“Bai hoc quy gia,” Nev noi, gat dau. Anh ta cam mdt chai bia va
ngoac mi¢ng cuoi voi bo. “Nhdc anh nhé xem, Emma - tuan nay la cong
viéc gi vay?”

Lan dau tién gap Nev 1a khi toi vira bo cong viéc moi gidi bat dong
san dé tro thanh nhiép anh gia. Hai nim rudi trude. Lan ndo anh ta ciing
dtia nhu vay mdi khi toi gip anh ta. Mdi 1an gip khon kiép...

Puoc r6i, binh tinh lai ndo. Nhitng suy nghi vui vé. Hiy thuong yéu
gia dinh ban. Thuong yéu Nev.
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“Van la marketing!” t61 n61 vui vé. “Pa dugc hon mot nam réi.”
“A. Marketing. Tot, tot lam!”

Yén ling kéo dai trong vai phdt, ngoai trir tiéng binh luan vién
cricket. Dot nhién bd va Nev dong thoi kéu 1én khi diéu gi d6 xay ra trén
san cricket. Mgt gidy sau do, ho lai kéu 1én 14n nira.

“Pugc thoi,” toi noi. “Um, con s& chi...”

Khi t61 dung 1é€n khoi sofa, hai nguoi tham chi con khong thém quay
dau lai.

To1 ra ngoai hanh lang va bé céi hop cac tong ma to61 da mang theo ve
day 1én. Ro1 t61 d1 qua ctra bén, gd Ién canh cura & chéai nha va than trong
day ra.

“Ong 0i?”

Ong 1a 6ng ngoai t6i, va dong séng véi ching toi ké tir 1an 6ng phau
thuat tim mudi nam trude. O ngdi nha cii & Twickenham, éng chi c6 mot
phong ngt, nhung ngdi nha nay 16n hon, vi thé ong c6 mét chai nha riéng
gdm hai phong, va mot cai bép nho xiu, lam thém ra phia sudn nha. Ong
ngé)i trong chiéc ghé banh da wa thich, radio dang bat nhac cd dién, va trén
san trude mat ong 1a khoang sau hop cac tong chira day cac th.

“Chéau chao 6ng,” to1 noi.

“Emma!” Ong nhin 1€n, khudén mat bung sang. “Chau gai yéu cua
ong. Lai day!” Toi cii xudng hon dng, va 6ng nam that chat tay t61. Da 6ng
kho va mat, va toc ong con trang hon lan trudce té1 gap ong.

“Chau c6 thém vai thanh Panther cho ong day,” t6i noi, hat dau vé
phia cai hop. Ong nghién keo Panther, va ban bé ong ¢ cau lac bo bowling
cling vdy, vi thé toi ding tién trg cap dé mua cho 6ng mot hop day mdi lan
vé nha.
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“Cam on chau, chdu yéu cua 6ng,” ong cuoi rang rd. “Chau ngoan
lam, Emma.”

“Chau nén dé vao dau a?”
C4 hai 6ng chau déu nhin v6 vong quanh can phong bura bai.

“Hay dé dang kia, sau cai ti vi?” cudi cung 6ng noéi. Toi budc ngang
qua phong, dé cai hop xudng san, ro1 budc tr¢ lai, c6 gang khong giam 1én
thir gi.

“Nay, Emma, hom n¢ 6ng doc mdt bai bao lam 6ng lo 1&m,” ong noi
khi t6i ngdi xuong. “Vé an ninh & London.” Ong nhin t6i do héi. “Chau
khong di bang phuong tién giao thong cong cong vao budi tdi day chia?”

“Um... hau nhu khong bao gid,” toi ndi, 1én 1am dau thanh gia sau
lung. “Chi thinh thoang thoi a, khi chau nhat thiét phai...”

“Chau yéu, chau nhat dinh khong duoc lam thé!” 6ng néi, trong day
vé kich dong. “Bon thiéu nién doi mii trim dau mang theo dao di lang thang
déy dudi tau dién ngﬁm, bai bdo ndi vay. Bon say ruou, dap vo chai, moc
mait nhau ra...”

“Dau c6 kinh khung dén muc do...”
“Emma, rui ro nhu vay khong dang dau! Chi vi chut tién taxi.”

To1 kha chac néu t61 hdi 6ng xem Ong nghi tién taxi trung binh &
London la bao nhiéu, ong s€ no1 la nam xu.

“That su 1a chau rat can than ma 6ng,” to61 no1 dé lam yén long ong.
“Va chau cling d1 taxi.”

D61 khi. Khoang mdt 1an moi nam.
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“Du sao. Tat ca nhitng thir nay 1a gi vay ong?” T6i hoi dé thay do6i
chu dé, va ong thd dai néng nay.

“Tuan truéc me chau don cin phong ap mai. Ong chi phéan loai nhiing
thir dé virt di va nhirng th giir lai.”

“Co vé 1a y kién hay day a.” Toi nhin dong rac trén san nha. “Pay la
nhitng thr 6ng s€ vut di?”

“Khong! Ong s& giit lai tat ca nhitng thir nay.” Ong dit mot ban tay
1én d6 day vé che cho.

“Vay dbéng d6 ong vut di dau a?”
Yén lang. Ong tranh cai nhin cia toi.

“Ong a! Ong phai vit bot mot sé thir nay dil” t6i la 1én, c6 ging
khong pha 1én cuoi. “Ong dau can tat ca nhitng bai bao cii cit ra d6. Con
day 1a cai gi a?” Toi voi qua dong bao va 16i ra mot cai yo-yo cii. “Pay la
rac, chéc chan rdi.”

“Cai yo-yo cua Jim.” Ong véi lay chiéc yo-yo, anh mat 6ng diu lai.
“Jim tot bung ngdy xua.”

“Jim 1a ai a?” to1 boi ro1 héi. Toi chua tiung nghe dén ai tén 1a Jim.
“Ong ay la ban than cua ong u?”

“Bon 6ng gip nhau o san choi. Choi ca budi chiéu cung nhau. Hoi d6
ong chin tudi.” Ong quing quing chiéc yo-yo bang may ngon tay.

“Hai 6ng trd thanh ban be ctia nhau?”

“Ong khong bao gio gip lai cau ay nira.” Ong lic ddu mo hd. “Ong
khong bao gio quén ngay hom do.”

Van dé voi ong la ong khong bao gio quén diéu gi.
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“Thé con nhitng tdm thiép nay thi sao?” T6i 16i ra mot b nhiing tdm
thiép Gidng sinh ci.

“Ong khong bao gio virt thiép chiic ming di.” Ong nhin toi that 1au.
“Khi chau t&i tudi ong; khi nhitng ngudi chau biét va yéu thuong ca doi bat
dau ra di... chdu sé mudn luu gitt moi d6 luu niém. Cho du nho dén thé
nao.”
“Chau c6 thé hiéu diéu do,” t6i noi, cam thay xtc dong. To6i voi lay
chiéc thiép gan nhat, mo ra va vé mat toi thay doi. “Ong! Cai nay 1a cua
Hang Bao dudng Thiét bi Pién Smith, 1965.”

“Frank Smith 1a mot nguoi rat tot bung...” ong bat dau.

“Khong!” Toi kién quyét dat tam thiép xudng san. “Cai d6 phai ra di.
Va ong cling khong can tAm thiép tir...” t6i mo tim thiép tiép theo. “Hang
Cung cap Khi d6t Southwestern. Va 6ng khong can téi hai muoi sé bao cii
clia t& Punch.” Toi dé tat ca sd d6 1én dong rac. “Thé con cai gi day?” Toi
lai tho tay vao hop 16i ra mot phong bi anh. “Nhiing tim hinh nay c6 thuc 1a
thir 6ng mudn...”

C6 diéu gi d6 nhoi dau trong tim va toi nging 101, giita chimg.

T6i dang nhin mot tim anh chup t6i va b me, ngdi trén mot bang ghé
trong céng vién. Me mic vay hoa, va bd d6i mot chiéc mii che nang ngd
ngan, con t6i khoang chin tudi ngdi trén dau gdi bd an kem. Tat ca chung
toi trong rat hanh phtic bén nhau.

Lang di khong noi nén loi, to1 chuyén sang tam anh khac. T61 doi
chi€éc mil ciia bd va chung t61 déu dang cuoi bo vi chuyén gi do. Chi ba
chung to1.

Chi c6 ching t61. Trudc khi Kerry budc vao cudc doi chiung toi.
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T6i van nhé ngay chi ta téi. Mot chiéc va li do ngoai sanh, mot giong
n6i mai trong bép va mui nude hoa khong quen thudc trong khong khi. Toi
budc vao va chi ta ngéi do, mot nguoi la, dang uéng ca phé. Chi ta mac
d6ng phuc trudng hoc, nhung trong nhu mot ngudi truong thanh dbi véi toi.
Chi ta c6 bo nguc khong 16, va deo hoa tai vang, va toc thi nhudém highlight.
Va vao gio an tdi, bd me dé chi ta uéng mot ly rugu vang. Me lién tuc no1
v6i t6i 1a phai tir té v6i chi ta, vi me chi ta d3 mat. Tat ca ching t6i déu phai
d6i xir rat tot véi Kerry. Do 1a 1y do chi ta dugc 1dy phong cia toi.

T6i 14t qua nhitng tAm hinh con lai, cd gang nudt troi cuc nghen trong
cd. Gio toi dd nhé ra chd nay. Cai cong vién ching toi timg hay téi, co
nhiéu xich du va cau truot. Nhung né qua té nhat ddi voi Kerry, va t6i khao
khat mudn duoc nhu chi ta, vi thé toi cling no1 noi do that t€ nhat, va chiing
to1 khong bao gio té1 do nira.

“Coc coc!” To1 giat minh nhin 1€n, va Kerry dang dung & cua, ly rugu
vang trong tay. “Bita trua da sin sang!”

“Cam on,” to1 no1. “Ong va em to1 ngay day.”

“Nhanh lén 6ng!” Kerry ngodc ngdn tay véi vé quéd trach vé phia ong,
va chi vao may hop dung d6. “Ong van chua biét dé dong do nay vao dau
sao?”

“Kho 1am,” t61 thay minh 1€n ti€ng bao vé 6ng. “Co6 qua nhiéu ky trc
trong nay. Ta dau thé ctr thé vat hét di.”

“Day la em no1 vay.” Kerry ddao mat. “Neéu la chi, ca dong do nay sé
bi tong vao thung rac.”
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Minh khéng thé yéu quy chi ta. Minh khong thé lam diéu d6. Minh
mudbn ném chiéc banh tac nhan duong mat vao chi ta.

Chung t6i da ngdi ¢ ban sudt bon muoi phat va giong néi duy nhat
chung t6i nghe thay cho téi gio 1a cua Kerry.

“Piéu quan trong nhat 1 hinh anh,” chi ta dang noi. “Quan trong nhat
1a quan 4o phu hop, vé mit phu hop, budc di phu hop. Khi di doc phd, hinh
anh ma chau trung bay véi ca thé gidi 1a “To6i 1a mot ngudi phu nit thanh
dat’.,’

“Thé hién cho ca nha xem nao!” me t6i ndi day ngudneg mo.
S S y .

“Um.” Kerry n6 mot nu cudi vo khiém ton. “Nhu thé nay.” Chi ta day
ghé ra sau va lau miéng bang khan an.

“Con nén quan sat, Emma,” me no1. “Hoc lay vai manh khoe!”

Trong khi chiing t6i ngdi xem, Kerry bat dau sai budc quanh phong.
Cam chi ta vénh lén, nguc udn ra, doi mét gén vao mot diém nao d6 &
khoang céach trung binh, va mong danh tir bén nay sang bén kia.

Trong chi ta nhu lai gidng giita da diéu va ngudi may trong Cudc tin

cong cua nguoi vo tinh.

“Tat nhién chau cling phai di gidy cao gbt,” chi ta no6i ma khong diung
lai.

“Khi Kerry buéc vao phong hoi thao, xin khang dinh vé1 ¢4 nha rang,
moi cai dau déu quay ve phia c6 ay,” Nev n6i day tu hao, va nhap rugu
vang. “Moi nguoi ngung viéc dang lam va quay sang nhin co ay!”

Toi1 ca 1a ho s€ 1am vay.

Oi Chua oi. Minh mubn cudi rac rich. Minh khong duoc lam thé.
Khong dugc.
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“Em c¢6 muén thir khong, Emma?” Kerry néi. “Lam giong chi 4y?”

“0... ¢6 1& khong,” t6i noi. “Co 1& em da hoc dugc... nhitng diéu co

2

ban.
D0t nhién to1 khit miii mgt cai va bién n6 thanh mot tieng ho.

“Kerry dang cb gang gitp con, Emma!” me néi. “Con nén biét on chi
ay! Chau that t6t voi Emma, Kerry.”

Me t61 cudi triu mén véi Kerry, va chi ta cling cuoi dap lai diy mau
me. Va té1 uong mot ngum rugu lon.

Pung, dung thé. Kerry thuc sy mudn giap toi.

D6 1a 1y do khi t6i hoan toan tuyét vong vi khong co viéc lam va dé
nghi chi ta xadc nhan kinh nghiém lam viéc tai cong ty chi ta, chi ta da tu
chdi. T6i viét cho chi ta mot birc thu dai va hét stc than trong, noi rﬁng to1
nhan thay di ddy chi ta vao tinh thé kho xtr, nhung t6i thuc sy danh gia cao
bat ¢t co hoi nao, tham chi chi 1a mot vai ngay lam viéc vit.

Va chi ta gui lai cho t61 mét buc thu tur chdi theo mau chuan.

Toi1 cuc ky xau ho va chua bao gio ké véi bat ky ai. Bac biét 1a véi bo
me.

“Con nén lang nghe mot s6 bi quyét kinh doanh ciia Kerry, Emma a,”
bd nodi gay git. “Cé 18 néu con chu ¥ hon, con c6 thé thanh cong hon mot
chut trong cudc séng.”

“Do chi 1a cach budc di thoi,” Nev cham bi€ém cung véi tiéng cuoi
gion. “Do dau phai 1a liéu thudc than ky!”

“Nev!” Mg t61 noi, hoi c6 y qué trach.
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“Emma biét chau dang dua, phai khong Emma?” Nev néi va lai rot
thém ruou cho day ly.

“Tat nhién!” toi ndi, budc minh mim cudi vui vé.

Hay cho dén Iac toi dugc thing chuc.

Hay cho day. Hay cho day.

“Emma! Trai dat goi Emma!” Kerry dang viy mot ban tay vé khoi hai
trudc mat to1. “Tinh day di, cd6 bé mo mang! Ta s€ tang qua.”

“O dung 16i,” t6i noi, chot tinh lai. “Pugc a, dé con di 1y qua cho me
nhé.”

Khi me¢ mé moén qua 1a chiéc may anh cua bo va mot chiéc vi cua
ong, to1 bat dau cam thay hao htrc. To1 rat hy vong me s€ thich mon qua cua

A e

to1.

“Chang c6 gi nhiéu,” t61 no1 khi trao cho me chiéc phong bi mau
9
hong. “Nhung me s€ thay khi m&é nd ra...”

“Co the 1a cai gi vay?” Me ndi, trong co vé to mo. Me x¢€ toac phong
bi, m¢& tam thi¢p hoa va nhin né cham cham. “O1, Emma!”

“Do6 1a mot ngay di spa!” me mung rd. “Ca mdt ngay dugc nuodng
chiéu.”

“That 13 ¥ tuéng tuyét voi,” ong nodi va vo vao tay toi. “Chau ludn co
¥ tudng tuyét voi cho cac mon qua, Emma.”

“Céam on con, con yéu. Con that chu ddo!” Me vuon nguoi sang hon
to1, va to1 cam thay am ap tur sdu tham bén trong. To1 da c6 ¥ tudng nay tu
vai thang trudc. D6 thuc sy 1a mot goi dich vu dé thuong, duoc tri liéu mién
phi cd m{t ngay va moi thtr.
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“Me s¢ dugc dung bira trua ¢6 sam banh,” t61 hao hing néi. “Va me

'9,

c6 thé giit lai doi dép 18

“Tuyét voi!” me nd1. “Me nong long mong dén hom dé qua. Emma,
that [a mdt mon qua dang yéu!”

“Ot1 tro1,” Kerry noéi, khé cuoi nhe mot tieng. Chi ta nhin céi phong bi
16n mau kem trén tay. “Mon qua cua chau hoti choi trgi, chau e la vay. Dung
dé y, chau s€ doi vay.”

T6i nhin 1én, canh gidc. C6 gi d6 trong giong ndi cta Kerry. Toi biét
c6 chuyén gi d6. Toi biét diéu do.

“Y chau la sa0?” me noi.

“Khong c6 gi dau a,” Kerry néi. “Chau s€ chi... tim ra thr gi do khac.
Di dirng lo.” Chi ta bat dau cat cai phong bi vao tai.

“Kerry, chau yéu!” me noi. “Thoi ma! Bung c6 ngdc the. Cai gi vay?”

“Um,” Kerry noi. “Chi 1a Emma va chau dudng nhu c6 cung Yy
y
tudng.” Chi ta dua cho me chiéc phong bi vo1 mot ti€ng cudi nhd. “Di co
tin no1 khong?”

Ca ngudi toi cung lai khi toi hiéu ra.

Khong.

Khong. Chi ta khong thé 1am diéu toi nghi rang chi ta da lam.
Can phong hoan toan yén lang khi me¢ m¢ phong bi.

“O1, Chua o1!” me noi, 161 ra tip quang cdo rap noi vién vang. “Caéi gi
vay? Le Spa Meridien?” Cai gi do roi ra tay me, va me nhin n6 cham cham.
“Vé di Paris? Kerry!”

Chi ta di 1am thé. Chi ta 3 ph4 hong moén qua cua toi.
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“Cho ca hai,” Kerry noi thém, doéi chat ty man. “Ca chi Brian nira
day a.”

“Kerry!” B6 n6i day vui suéng. “Chau that dang kinh ngac!”

“Co ve kha tuyét day a,” Kerry noi voi nu cuoi thoa man. “Khach san
nam sao... dau bép ba sao Michelin...”

“Di khong tin n6i,” me ndi. Me¢ dang hio hirc 14t qua tap gioi thidu.
“Hay nhin bé boi ma xem! Nhin cai vuon ma xem!”
Tam thi€p hoa cua to1 nam do, b1 bo quén, gilra nhitng to gidy goi

\

qua.
Ngay lap tirc t6i cam thdy mudn bat khoc. Chi ta biét. Chi ta da biér.

“Kerry, chi da biét.” T6i dot nhién thét ra, khong thé ty ngan minh lai.
“Em da noi voi chi em s€ tang me mot ngay & spa. Em da ndi voi chi!

'3,

Chung ta da noi vé chuyén d6, nhiéu thang truéc. O trong vudn
“That sao?”” Kerry nd1 binh than. “Chi khong nhé.”
“Chi ¢6 nh¢! Tat nhién 1a chi nhé.”

“Emmal” me néi gay gat. “Chi 1a chut hiéu 1dm nho nho. Phai khong
nao, Kerry?”

“Tat nhién 1a vay!” Kerry noi, m¢ to doi mat vor vé ngay tho.
“Emma, n€u chi lam hong moi chuyén ctia em, chi chi ¢6 thé xin 161...”

“Khéng can phai xin 18i, Kerry yéu quy,” me noi. “Nhiing chuyén thé
nay van xay ra ma. Va ca hai déu 1a nhitng mén qua dang yéu. Ca hai.” Me
nhin tAm thiép cta t6i 1an nita. “Nao, hai con 1a nhitng ngudi ban than! Me
khong muén thay hai con ci co. Nhat 1a vao ngay sinh nhat me.”
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Me mim cudi véi t6i, va t6i ¢d gang mim cuoi lai. Nhung sau tham
bén trong, t6i cam thay minh trd lai tudi 1én muoi 1an nita. Kerry luén xoay
x& dé choi xo t6i. Chi ta luén 1am nhu vy, ké tir khi t6i ddy. Bat ctr diéu gi
chi ta lam, moi nguoi déu démg vé phia chi ta. Toi khong bao gid c¢6 thé
chién thing.

C6 gang tran tinh, t6i cam ldy ly ruou ubng mot ngum 16n. Sau dé toi
thady minh 1én Iat liéc nhin déng ho deo tay. Toi c6 thé ra vé luc bon gio néu
to1 léy cO s¢ mudn tau. Nhu vay to1i chi con phai chiu dung mot tiéng rudi1
nira thoi. Va ¢o 1€ chung t61 s€ xem ti vi hay gi do...

“Tra mot xu dé biet suy nghi cua chau, Emma,” 6ng noi, vo vao tay
t01 va mim cuoi, va to1 nhin 1én véi vé ¢ 101.

“Da... khong c6 gi,” t61 n61, miéng ndn ra mdt ny cuodi. “Chau thyc sy
chang nghi vé bat cur di€u gi.”
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Nam

Sao ciling dugc. Chuyén dé cling khong quan trong, vi toi s€ duogc
thang chirc. Khi dé Nev s¢ thoéi tréu choc vé su nghiép cua toi, va toi co thé
trd ng bd. Mo1 nguoi s€ rat an tugng - va moi chuyén s€ that tuyét di¢u!

To61 tinh day vao sdng thir Hai, cdm thay day nang lugng va tich cuc,
an mac nhu thuong 1¢ dé di lam, tuc 1a quan jean va 4o bo, chi€c nay la cua
French Connection.

Puoc thoi, khong han 1a French Connection. Trung thuc ma noi, to1
mua d6 second-hand & Oxfam. Nhung nhén ghi 1a French Connection. Va
trong khi van phai tra ng cho bé, toi dau c6 nhiéu lya chon vé nhitng noi toi
mua sim. Y toi 13, mot chiéc 40 mai ¢ French Connection ton khoang nim
muoi bang, trong khi cai 40 ndy chi co bay bang rudi. Va né hau nhu mai!

Khi t6i nhay chdn sdo trén nhing bac thang dan 1én tir tau dién ngam,
troi ning ruc rd con toi thi tran day lac quan. Hinh dung ma xem néu toi
thuc su duoc thang chirc. Hay hinh dung khi t61 n6i diéu do v&i moi nguoi.
Me s& noi, “Tuén qua cua con thé nao?” va toi s& nodi “Thé déy, thuc ra...”

Khong, diéu to61 s€ 1am la chd dén khi vé nha, va sau do toi s€ tho o
dua cho moi nguoi tam danh thi€p maoi.

Hoic toi s& 1ai vé bang xe hoi cia cong ty, t6i nghi diéu do that tuyét!
Y t6i 13, t6i khong chic liéu cac quan tri vién marketing khac c6 xe hoi
khong - nhung ta chang bao gio biét, phai khong nao? Ho c6 thé gidi thiéu
diéu d6 nhu mot sy kién méi mé. Hodc ho c6 thé noi, “Emma, chung t61 da
dac biét chon ¢o...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Emmal!”

T6i nhin quanh va thay Katie, ban t6i & bén Phong Nhan sy, dang leo
1én bac thang dang sau toi, thd hon hén. Mai toc do lodn xoan cua ¢ roi bu
1én, va c6 dang cam mdt chiéc gidy trong tay.

“Chuyén quai quy gi xay ra vay?” t61 noi khi c6 ay 1én hét bac cuoi
cung.

“Chiéc gidy ngd ngan cua t&,” Katie noi chan chuong. “Hom no t&
vira moi mang né di sira xong, thé ma got lai gdy roi ra.” Co Ay chia cho toi
xem. “T¢ tra sau bang cho cai got giay d6! Chua oi, hom nay that la ngay
tham hoa. Nguoi dua sira thi quén khong mang sita cho tg, va t& da c6 mot
cudi tuan kinh khing...”

“T¢d tudng cudi tudn cau ¢ cung Charlie,” to1 no1 day ngac nhién. “Co
chuyén gi vay?”
Charlie 1a nguo1 dan 6ng maéi nhat cua Katie. Ho da gap g& nhau vai

tuan nay va to1 tudng c6 ay s€ td1 cdn nha ¢ ndng thon cua anh ta, ngdi nha
ma anh ta dang trang tri lai vao cac ky nghi cudi tuan.

“That 1a t¢ hai! Ngay khi bon t¢ t61 do, anh ta noi1 s€ di choi golf.”

“Ciling dugc ma.” To1 cd géng tim ra mot khia canh tich cuc. “Thé
nghia 13 it nhat anh ta ciing thay thoai mai véi cau. Anh ta c6 thé hanh dong
binh thuong.”

“Co 18.” Co ay nhin t6i ngd vuc. “Roi sau d6 anh ta hoi té xem t6
cam thiy thé nao vé chuyén gitp don dep mdt chat trong khi anh ta di? T
bao tat nhién 1a duoc - va roi anh ta dua cho t& cai chdi son cing ba hop
son va noi td ¢ thé son xong phong khach néu té lam nhanh.”

66Sa0?93
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“Ro1 anh ta vé luc sau gid chi€u - va ndi rang té son rat au!” Giong co
ay ngan lén phan nd. “Do6 dau phai vi t¢ au! Td chi lam ban doi chut, va do
1a vi cai thang ngd ngan khong da cao.”

To1 nhin ¢6 2y cham cham.
“Katie, dirng bao vo1 té 1a cau son ca can phong day nhé?”

“Vay ma... ¢ ddy.” C6 nhin t6i v6i d6i mat xanh mo to. “Cau biét
day, dé gitp anh ta. Nhung bay gid t& bat dau nghi... liéu c¢6 phai anh ta chi
lg1 dung t6?”

To1 hau nhu khong né1 nén 161 vi ngd ngang.

“Katie, tat nhién anh ta lgi dung cau,” cudi cung toi cling thot 1én
dugc. “Anh ta mudn cb ngudi son tudng mién phi! Cau phai bo anh ta.

"’

Ngay lap tic. That nhanh

Katie yén ling trong vai gidy, va toi bon chon quan sat co dy. Mat ¢
ay khong biéu 16 cam xtic gi, nhung t6i biét chic c6 nhiéu diéu dang dién ra
bén dudi vé mat ay. Hoi giong nhu khi con c4 map bién mét dudi mat nudc
gon song, va ta biét rang bat cr gidy phut ndo...

“Oi Chua oi, cau ndi ding!” cd ay dot nhién thét 1én. “Cau néi dung.
Anh ta di loi dung t&! D6 chinh 1 16i cua t6. L& ra t& phai nhan ra khi anh
ta hoi td ¢o kinh nghiém han hay lop mai khong.”

“Anh ta hoi cau di€u do khi nao?” t61 hoai nghi.

“Vao 1an hen ho dau tién! TG tudng anh ta chi, cau biét déy, tim cach
chuyén tro.”

“Katie, d6 khong phai 16i ctia cau.” Tdi siét chit canh tay c6 ay. “Cau
lam sao biét duoc.”
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“Nhung t6 bi sao vay chu?” Katie dtimg siing lai gitta phd. “Sao t& chi
thu hit nhitng ké rac ruéi thé?”

“Cau dau c6 nhu vay!”

“Co ma! Hay nhin nhitng gi dan 6ng t& timg hen ho ma xem.” Co ay
bat dau dém trén dau ngoén tay. “Daniel muon tién cua t& roi bién di
Mexico. Gary bo roi t& ngay khi té tim dugc viéc lam cho anh ta. David
cho t& cam stmg. Cau c6 thay van khuon mau d6 xuat hién?”

“Té... d...” ti tuyét vong. “C6 thé...”

“T& nghi td nén bd cudc.” Mit ¢6 ay xiu lai. “Td s€ chang bao gio tim
duoc ai tir t€ ca.”

“Khong,” t61 voi noi ngay. “Dung tir bd! Katie, t& bi€t cudc doi cau
o1 s€ r€ sang hudng khac. Cau sé tim dugc mot ngudi dan ong dang yéu, tu
té va tuyét voi...”

“Nhung ¢ dau cht?” co iy tuyét vong.

“Té... khong biét.” Toi lam dau thanh gia sau lung thAm mong co 4y
gip may man. “Nhung t& biét diéu d6 s& xay ra. T ¢6 linh cam rat manh
mé vé chuyén d6.”

“That sao?” C6 ay nhin t61 cham cham. “Cau c6 linh cam that ch?”

“Chac chan r6i!” Toi nghi that nhanh trong gidy lat. “Nghe nay, té c6
v nay. Tai sao hom nay cau khong thu... di an trua & mot no1 khac. Mot noi
nao doé hoan toan khac. Va c¢o 1€ cau s€ gap dugc mot ngudi nao do.”

“Cau nghi vay sao?”” Co6 ay nhin t61 cham cham. “DPuoc day. Té s€ thu

29

xcm.

Co ay thd dai, va ching to1 bat dau budc di trén via he. “Di¢u duy
nhat tot dep vé cuoi tuan vura roé1,” ¢6 noi thém khi ching té1 té1 gée pho,
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“la t& da moc xong cai 4o ro1. Cau nghi sao?”

Co ay tu hao coi1 4o khodc va xoay mot vong, va to1 nhin c6 ay cham
cham trong vai giay, khong chac phai no1 gi.

Khong phai vi toi khong thich dd théu moc...
Puoc thoi. Chinh 14 vi toi khong thich do théu moc.

Dac bi¢t nhitng chiéc 40 moc that thua va co sau. Ta thuc su co thé
nhin thay ca 4o 16t.

“NG6... that tuyét,” cudi cung t6i ciing cd gang thdt 1én 1oi. “Rat tuyét
voi!”

“N6 that dep phai khong?” C6 Ay mim cudi hai long. “Va to da 1am
xong rat nhanh! Tiép theo t& s& moc chiéc vay hop vdi nod.”

“Thé thi tuyét lam,” t6i ndi yéu 6t. “Cau ding 13 khéo tay.”

“Q, ¢ gi dau! T4 thich viéc d6.”

Co éy cudi khiém ton, va mic lai 40 khoéac. “A ma, cdu thi thé nao?”
cd 4y noi thém khi chiing toi bat dau bang qua dudng. “Cudi tuan cia ciu
dé chiu chit? Té c4 1a vay roi. Chic Connor rat tuy€t voi va lang man. Chic
chin anh 4y d3 dua cdu di an t6i hay 1am gi d6.”

“Thuc ra, anh 4y di dé nghi t& chuyén t6i song cing anh ay,” toi lung
tung.

“That sao?” Katie nhin to61 day vé them muodn. “Chua o1, Emma, hai
cau that 1a mot cap hoan hdo. Cau cho té ni€m tin rang di€u do co thé xay
ra. Moi chuyén duong nhu rat dé dang d6i véi cau.”

T6i khong thé khong cam thdy mot thoang hai long bén trong. Toi va
Connor. Mot cip hoan hdo. M6 hinh miu cho nhiing ngudi khic. “Khéng
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de dén thé dau,” to1 ndi vdi tiéng cuodi nhe khi€m ton. “Y té 1a, bon td cling
cai co, nhu bat cur ai khac.”

“That sao?” Katie c6 vé ngac nhién. “Té chua tung thay cac cdu cai
co bao gi0.”

“Tat nhién la bon t& ¢6 cai co!”

Toi luc loi trong dau mot luc, c6 gang nhd 1an cudi Connor va to1 cai
nhau. Y t61 14, rd rang ching t61 ¢6 tranh luan. Ca dong ay chir. Moi cap
deu theé. Biéu do tot cho moi quan he.

Thoi ndo, chuyén nay that ngé ngan. Chic chin chung tdi phai...
Pung roi. Cai lan ¢ bén song khi toi nghi may con chim tring to dung d6 1a
ngdng con Connor thi nghi chiing 1a thién nga. Chinh x4c. Ching toi van
binh thuong. Tbi biét dicu do.

Luc nay chung toi da téi gan toa nha Panther, va khi bude 1én nhiing
bac d4 xanh xam, mdi bac déu c6 mdt con béo béng granit dang nhay, toi
bat dau cam thay hoi cing thang. Paul s& mudn c6 bao céo day du dé xem
budi hop voi Glen Oil dién ra thé nao.

To1 s€ noi gi day?

Duoc thoi, ro rang to1 s& théng than va trung thuc. Ma khong thyc su
noi véi Ong ta su that...

“Nay cau, nhin kia.” Giong Katie cit ngang dong suy nghi cta t6i va
t6i huéng theo cai nhin cta cd 4y. Qua 16p kinh mat trudc cta toa nha, toi
c6 thé thay canh nao loan trong sanh. Diéu nay khong binh thudng. Chuyén
gi dang dién ra?
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Chua o1, c6 phai c6 hoa hoan, hay gi d6?

Khi Katie va t6i chay qua cai ctra kinh xoay niang né, chung t6i nhin
nhau ngd ngang. Toan bo noi nay dang & trong tinh trang hon loan. Moi
ngudi chay nhdn nhéo, c6 ngudi dang danh bong lan can, nguoi khac thi
dang lau cho sach bong may cai cay gia, va Cyril, quan 1y vin phong, dang
Xua moi nguoi vao thang may.

“Xin moi nguoi hdy 1én phong lam viéc ngay di! Ching t61 khong
mudn ai loanh quanh ¢ khu vuc 18 tan. Pén gid phai ngdi ¢ ban lam viée
r0i.” Giong 6ng ta hét sirc cang thang. “Dudi nay chang co gi dé xem ca!
Hay vé ban lam viéc di.”

“Chuyén gi dang xdy ra vay?” to61 hoi anh nhan vién bao v¢ tén Dave
khi anh nay dang di lang thang doc buc tuong vo1 mot tach tra nhu thuong
1&. Anh ta ubng mot hdp, sic quanh miéng va cudi ngoac miéng véi ching
toi.

“Jack Harper s€ t1 tham.”

“Sao c0?” Ca hai chiing t6i cing trd mat nhin anh ta.
“HOm nay?”

“Anh c6 ndi thdt khong day?”

Trong thé gidi ciia cong ty Panther, diéu nay nhu thé néi rang Gido
hoang s& toi tham. Hay Ong gia Noel. Jack Harper 13 ngudi dong sang 1ap
cong ty Panther. Anh ta di phdt minh ra Panther Cola. Toi biét diéu nay boi
vi t0i d3 danh may 101 quang céo vé anh ta c6 dén ca triéu lan. “P6 1a hoi
nam 1987 khi hai ¢cdng su kinh doanh Jack Harper va Pete Laidler mua lai
cong ty nudc ngot Zoot dang dm yéu, bién hinh anh Zootacola thanh hinh
anh Panther Cola dep d& hon, phat minh ra khau hiéu ‘Dung ngip ngimng’,
va tao ra bé day lich str marketing.”
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Théo nao Cyril ctr nhang xi ca 1én.

“Trong khoang nam phut nira.” Dave nhin déng hd deo tay. “Cong trix
chut xiu.”

“Nhung... nhung sao c6 thé nhu vay?” Katie noi. “Y toi 13, dot ngot
nhu vay.”

Mat Dave lap lanh. RO rang sudt budi sang nay anh ta da dua tin nay
v&1 moi nguoi, va dang vo cung khodi chi.

“Anh ta mudn xem xét hoat dong & khap nudc Anh, rd rang 1a vay.”

“To1 tuong anh ta khong con tham gia hoat dong kinh doanh nira,”
Jane & Phong Ké toan noi, cd vira téi sau lung chung tdi va dang lang nghe
v6i vé sot rudt. “Toi tuong tir khi Pete Laidler mat, anh ta hét stc dau kho
va chay trén cudc doi. O trang trai riéng, hay dau do.”

“Do 1a chuyén ba nam trudce thoi,” Katie chi ra. “Co 1€ bay gid anh ta
d3 thay kh4 hon.”

“Cling c6 thé anh ta muon ban ching ta, nhiéu khd nang nhu vay
hon,” Jane n61 budn rau.

“Sao anh ta lai lam nhu vay cha?”
“Ta chang bao gio biét.”

“Gia thuyét ctia toi 13,” Dave noi, va tat ca ching t6i nghiéng dau ling
nghe, “anh ta mudn xem liéu may cai cdy kia co du sang bong khong.” Anh
ta hat dau vé phia Cyril, va tat ca chiing t6i déu cudi khic khich.

“Can than ddy,” Cyril cau kinh. “Pung c6 1am hong than ciy.” Ong ta

liec 1én. “Céc c6 van con lam gi & do thé ha?”

“Chting t6i chuan bi di day!” Katie noi, va ching t6i di vé phia cau
thang bo. To6i van ludn ding cau thang bo bai vi diéu d6 co6 nghia 1a toi
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khong phai mat cong téi phong tap tham my. Cong thém véi viéc rat may 1a
bd phan Marketing nim & ngay ting mot. Chung toi vira dén dau cau thang
thi Jane kéu 1én the thé, “Nhin kia! Chua oi! Chinh 14 anh ay!”

Chiéc limousine kéu gu gu va dung ngay trudc may canh ctra kinh.

Mot sb loai 6 to bi sao vay chit? Trong ching that 1ap lanh va bong
loang, nhu thé dugc san xuit tir loai kim loai hoan toan khac véi nhirng
chiéc xe binh thuong vay.

Vira van nhu dong hd, canh ctra thang may ¢ phia bén kia sanh mo ra,
va Graham Hillingdon, tong gidm doc diéu hanh, sai budc tir d6 ra, bén
canh 13 giam d6c diéu hanh va khoang siu nguoi khac, tat ca trong déu
khong ché vao dau duoc trong nhitng bd vest sam mau.

“Pu r6i day!” Cyril rit 1én véi nhitng nguoi lau san khon khé trong
sanh. “Nhanh Ién! D1 di!”

Ba ching toi dimg d6, giwong mét nhin nhu Ii tré, khi cira xe
limousine mé ra. Mgt gidy sau, mot nguoi dan ong toc vang mac 4o choang
xanh bién budc ra. Anh ta deo kinh den va xach mot chiéc cip trong rat dat
tién.

Ai cha. Trong anh ta tri gia c4 tricu do la.

T6i gid Graham Hillingdon va nhitng ngudi khac déu da ra hét bén
ngoai, xép hang trén bac thang. Ho lan luot bat tay anh ta, r6i dua anh ta
vao trong, noi Cyril dang cho.

“Xin chao mung dén vé1 cong ty Panther tai Anh,” Cyril n6i voi vé
qua mau mé. “Hy vong chuyén di ctia ngai dé chiu?”

“Khong qua t¢, cam on,” nguoi dan Ong noi bang giong My.

“Nhu ngai thdy, hdm nay hau nhu 1a mot ngay lam viéc bink
thuong...”
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“Nhin kia,” Kate thi tham. “Kenny bi ket & ngoai cua.”

Kenny Davey, mot trong nhitng nha thiét ké, dang loanh quanh trén
bac thang bén ngoai, trong chiéc quan jean va ung choi bong chay, do du
khong biét c6 nén vao hay khong. Anh ta dit mot tay 1én canh cira, roi lui
lai mot chat, rdi lai budc téi ctira va ngd vao bén trong.

“Vao di Kenny!” Cyril n61i, m¢ ctra véi mot ny cuot hoi cau kinh.
“Mot trong nhitng nha thiét ké cuia chiing t6i, Kenny Davey. L& ra anh phai
t6i day tir mudi phat trude, Kenny. Tuy vay, ding dé y!” Ong ta ddy mot
Kenny con dang ngd ngang vé phia thang may, roi liéc 1én xua chung toi di
mot cach gian dir.

“Nhanh 1én nao,” Katie noi, “ta nén di thoi.” Va c6 gang khong cuoi
khuc khich, ba chung t61 voi va budce 1én cau thang.

Khong khi trong Phong Marketing hoi giéng nhu trong phong ngi
ctia t6i trudc khi ching toi to chirc tiéc hdi 16p Sau. Moi nguoi dang chai
dau, xit nudc hoa, sap xép gidy to va hao hirc chuyén phiém. Khi budc qua
van phong cua Neil Gregg, nguoi chiu trach nhiém vé chién luge truyén
thong, toi thiy ong ta dang sap xép can than nhiing giai thuong Hiéu qua
Marketing trén ban, trong khi trg ly cua o6ng ta, Fiona, thi dang danh bong
may burc hinh dong khung ong ta bat tay nhitng ngudi noi tiéng.

Toi1 dang treo 4o khoac 1én gia thi trudng phong cua t61, Paul, kéo t61
sang mdt bén.

“Chuyén quai gi xay ra & Glen Oil thé? Sang nay tdi vira nhan duogc
mot birc email rat la lung cua Doug Hamilton. C6 1am d6 d6 uéng 1én ngudi
anh ta sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i stng sot nhin 6ng ta. Doug Hamilton da néi voi Paul u? Nhung
anh ta da htra s€ khong n61 co ma!

“Khéng phai nhu vay dau,” t6i néi nhanh. “T6i chi dang nd luc minh
hoa nhirng phém chét tbt dep cua Panther Prime va t61... dai loai la to1 da
lam sanh ra.”

Paul nhudng may, khong phai voi vé than thién. “Puogc ro1. Co vé yéu
cau c¢6 nhu vay l1a qua nhiéu.”

“Khong dau,” t61 n6i nhanh. “Y t61 la, moi chuyén han 1a s tot dep,
néu... di€u t61 muodn ndi 1a, n€u 6ng cho t61 mot co hoi khac, to1 s€ lam tot
hon. T61 htra.”

“Chung ta s€ xem.” Ong ta nhin dong ho. “Co nén vé cho nhanh Ién.
Ban ¢6 1on x0n lam day.”

“DPugc thoi. Budi danh gid to61 vao may gio?”

“Emma, trong truong hgp c6 chua nghe tin, hom nay Jack Harper sé
dén tham chung ta,” Paul noi, bang giong hét sirc cham biém. “Nhung tat
nhién, néu cd nghi rang viéc danh gia c6 quan trong hon nguoi di sdng Idp
cong ty...”

“To1 khong c6 ¥ do... to1 chi...”
“Don ban d1,” Paul né1 bang giong chan nan. “Va néu c6 lam do6 do
uong Panther Prime 1€n ngudi Harper, ¢ s€ bi sa thai.”

Khi toi voi va di vé ban, Cyril budc vao phong, trong rat cau kinh.

“Chu y!” 6ng ta noi, vo tay. “Moi ngudi cha ¥ nao! Pay la mot
chuyén tham khong chinh thirc, khong c6 gi hon. Ngai Harper s& budc vao,
co 1€ s€ no1 chuyén va1 mdt hai nguoi trong cac ban, quan sat nhiing gi céac
ban lam. Vi thé t6i mudn moi nguol cir lam vi¢c binh thuong, nhung ro
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rang, & chudn muc cao nhat... Nhitng gidy to nay 1a gi day?” ong ta dot
nhién gt 1én, nhin mot ddng ban in thir xép gon gang & goc phong, canh
ban Fergus Grady.

“Do la... anh minh hoa cua chién dich Keo gom Panther,” Fergus noi,
anh ta rat rut ré va sang tao. “To1 khong con du cho trén ban nita.”

“Chting khong dugc phép & chd do!” Cyril nhac dong gidy 1én va
téng vao nguoi Fergus. “Cat chung di ngay. Néu anh ay hoi ai bat ctr diéu
gi, hiy to ra vui vé va ty nhién. Khi anh 4y t6i, t6i mudn tat ca déu lam viéc.
Hay lam nhitng viéc binh thudng ma moi nguoi van lam hang ngay.” Ong ta
dién cuéng nhin quanh. “Mot $6 nguoi co thé goi dién thoai, mot s6 c6 thé
danh may tinh... mot s6 nguoi c6 thé dang suy nghi sang tao... Hay nhd, bo
phan nay 13 trung tAm cua cong ty. Panther noi tiéng vi su xuét sic trong
nganh marketing!”

Ong ta ngimg 151 va chiing toi déu im thin thit nhin 6ng ta.

“Lam viéc di!” Ong ta lai v0 tay. “Pumng c6 dung dan ra d6. Co day!”
Ong ta chi vao toi. “Nhanh 1én! Di di!”

Oi Chua oi. Ban t6i chat day cac thir. Téi mé ngin kéo va gat ca dong
gidy to vao bén trong, sau d6 v6i doi chut hdt hoang, toi bat dau lau sach
may cdy bat trong 6ng dung vin phong pham. O ban bén canh, Artemis
Harrison dang to lai son moi.

“Duoc gip anh ay that day cam hung,” ¢6 ta ndi, ngdm minh trong
chiéc gwong nho. “Cau biét day, rat nhiéu ngudi cho rang mot minh anh ay
da thay d6i ca bdo mat marketing.” Poi mat ¢o ta dimg o t6i. “Céu mic 40
moi phai khong, Emma? O dau vay?”

“0, French Connection,” t6i ndi sau thodng ngip ngirng.
b b

“Té vira 0 French Connection cudi tuan trudc.” Mat co ta nheo lai.
“Té khong thay mau d6.”
y
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“Thi chac ho ban hét r6i.” To6i quay di vo nhu dang sip xép lai ngan
kéo trén cung.

“Chung ta goi anh ta 1a gi?” Caroline noi. “Anh Harper hay Jack?”

“Nam phut gip riéng anh dy.” Nick, mot trong nhitng nha quan tri
marketing, dang cudng quyt noéi vao dién thoai. “D6 1a tat ca nhimg gi toi
can. Nam phuat dé thuyét phuc anh ay vé y tudng trang web. Y tdi 14, Chua
oi, néu anh 4y tng ho...”

Chua oi, khong khi hao htrc that dé 1ay lan. Luong adrenalin ting vot,
t6i thay minh lay luoc va kiém tra 16p son bong. Y t6i 1a, ta 1am sao biét
dugc chir. Biét dau sép lai phat hién ra tiém ning cua t6i. Co 1 anh ta s&
kéo t61 ra khoi dam dong!

“Moi ngudi,” Paul noi, sai budc vao phong. “Anh ay dang & tang nay.
Anh 4y s& vao Phong Hanh chinh trudc...”

“Moi ngudi tiép tuc cong viée hing ngay di!” Cyril kéu 1én. “Nhanh
1én!”

Khén kiép. Cong viéc hang ngdy cia toi 1a gi chi?

To1 nhac dién thoai 1é€n va an vao ma hop thu thoai cia minh. Toi co
thé nghe tin nhan.

T6i nhin quanh vin phong - va thiy rang moi ngudi khéac ciing dang
lam nhu vay.

Khong thé nao tat cd cung nghe di¢n thoai dugc. Diéu do6 that ngd
ngan! Puogc 101, to1 s€ bat may tinh 1€n va doi n6 khéi dong.

Khi t61 nhin man hinh d61 mau, Artemis bat dau noi 16n tiéng. “Toi1
nghi rang ban chat cot 101 cua khai niém nay 1a swrc song,” c6 ta noi, mat
lién tuc dadnh vé phia ctra. “Anh hi€u t61 n6é1 gi ch?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“O, ¢0,” Nick noi. “Y t6i 1a, trong méi treong marketing hién dai, cé
1€ chiing ta can xem xét sy... 0... hoa hgp cua chién luge va tam nhin huéng
dén tuong lai...”

Chua o1, hom nay cai may tinh cua to6i cham nhu rua. Jack Harper sé€
to1 con to1 thi ngd1 nhin cai may tinh nhu mdt con ngde.

T6i biét toi s& lam gi. Toi s& 1a ngudi di 14y ca phé. Y 16i 13, diéu gi co
thé tu nhién hon thé?

“Co 1€ toi sé di lay ca phé,” téi ndi voi vé bon chon, va ding 1én khoi
ghé.

“Lay ho t& mot tach dugc khong?” Artemis noi, thoang ngudc 1én.
“Du sao, trong khéa MBA cua t61...”

M4y pha ca phé nam gan 156i vao ciia bd phan marketing, & mot hoc
tuong riéng. Khi dang chd thir chat 1ong doc hai dugce do day cdc, toi liée
nhin 18n, va thay Graham Hillingdon dang di ra khoéi Phong Hanh chinh,
theo sau 1a vai ngudi khac. Khi that! Anh ta dang dén!

Puoc thoi. Hiy gitt binh tinh. Hay doi dén lac tach tht hai day, nhe
nhang va ty nhién...

Anh ta kia r6i! VOi mai toc vang va bo vest trong rat dit tién, cung
cap kinh den. Nhung trudc sy ngac nhién cua toi, anh ta budce lui lai, tranh
duong.

Trén thuc té, tham chi khong ai them nhin anh ta. Sy chu y cia moi
nguoi tap trung vao mot nguoi khac. Mot nguoi mac quan jean va 4o co lg
den bay gid mo1 budc ra.

Khi t6i dang nhin chdm cham nhu bi théi mién, anh ta quay ngudi. Va
khi nhin théy mat anh ta, t01 giat ndy, nhu thé mot qua bong bowling vira
mai ro1 trung nguc toi.
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Oi Chua oi.
Do 1a anh ta.

Ciing d6i mat den d6. Ciing nhimg nép nhin xung quanh mat do.
Khéng con rdu ria 16m chdm, nhung chic chin 13 anh ta.

Do 1a nguoi dan Ong trén may bay.
Anh ta lam gi ¢ day?

Va tai sao moi nguoi lai tdp trung chu y vao anh ta? Bay gid anh ta
dang no6i, con bon ho thi dang nubt timg 16i anh ta.

Anh ta lai xoay ngudi, va theo ban ning toi lui lai dé tranh hudng
nhin cia anh ta, c6 ging giit binh tinh. Anh ta dang 1am gi ¢ day? Anh ta
khong thé...

Piéu d6 khong thé...
Khéng thé nio...

Véi d6i chan loang choang, t6i tré lai ban, c6 gang khong danh d6 ca
phé xubng san.

“Nay,” toi noi véi Artemis, giong hoi qua cao. “Um... cau c6 biét Jack
Harper trong thé nao khong?”

“Khong,” cb ta no1, va cam tach ca phé. “Cam on.”
“Téc mau sam,” a1 do noi.
“Sam?” t61 nuot khan. “Chir khong phai vang?”

“Anh ta dang di vé phia nay!” ai d6 suyt. “Anh ta dang t6i day!”
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V&1 doi chan run ray, toi thut ngudi xuong ghé va nhap ca phé ma
khong cam thay co vi gi.

“... truong Phong Marketing va xtic tién san pham, Paul Fletcher,” toi
nghe tiéng Graham noi.

“Rat vui dugc gip anh, Paul,” van giong My kho khan.
D6 13 anh ta. Chic chén 1 anh ta.

Puoc 161, hay binh tinh. C¢6 I€ anh ta s€ khong nhd minh. D6 chi 1a
mot chuyén bay ngan. C6 18 anh ta da bay rat nhiéu chuyén.

“Moi ngudi.” Paul dan anh ta téi giira phong. “Tdi rat vui mimg duoc
gid1 thi€u nguoi sang lap cong ty ta, nguot da c6 anh hudng va truyén cam

'77

htng cho ca mot thé hé nhitng nha marketing - Jack Harper

Mot trang vO tay nd ra, va Jack Harper lic dau, mim cudi. “Théi
nao,” anh ta néi. “Pung am i thé. Ct 1am nhiing viéc cac ban thuong lam
ay.”

Anh ta bat dau di quanh van phong, thinh thoang ding lai néi chuyén
v6i moi nguoi. Paul dang dan dudng, 1am nhiém vu gidi thidu, va yén ling
theo sau ho khap noi 12 ngudi dan 6ng toc vang.

“Anh ta to1 kia!” Artemis suyt, va moi nguoi ¢ cudi phong ching to1
cung do lai.

Tim t6i bat dau dap thinh thich, va toi ngdi lin sau xubng ghé, cd
gang tron sau may tinh. C6 1& anh ta s& khong nhan ra toi. C6 1& anh ta
khong nh¢. Co 1€ anh ta khong...

Khén kiép. Anh ta dang nhin toi. Ti nhan thay anh nhin ngac nhién
16¢ 1én trong mit anh ta, va anh ta nhudng may.

Anh ta nhan ra to1.
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Xin ding t6i day, toi tham cau nguyén. Xin dimg téi chd toi.
“Va day la ai?” anh ta hoi Paul.

“Day 1a Emma Corrigan, mot trong nhiing tr¢ 1y marketing méi cua
ching ta.”

Anh ta budc t6i chd tdi. Artemis d3 ngimg noéi. Moi ngudi déu nhin
cham cham. Nguoi t61 nong birng vi xau ho.

“Xin chao,” anh ta noi vui vé.

“Xin chao,” t6i ¢b gang. “Ngai Harper.”

Puoc thoi, vay 1a anh ta nhan ra toi. Nhung diéu d6 khong c6 nghia
anh ta nhé bat ctr didu gi toi timg néi. Mot vai cau nodi bang quo do mot
nguoi ngdi ghé bén ném ra. Ai thém nhé nhiing diéu d6 chu? C6 1§ anh ta
con khong them nghe.

“Va co lam gi?”

“Téi, trm, 1am tro 1y cho Phong Marketing va giup thiét 1ap cac
chuong trinh quang c4o,” t6i lam bam.

“Tuan trude Emma d3 téi Glasgow dé lam viéc,” Paul no1 thém, cuoi
hét strc gia tao v4i toi. “Chiing toi tin tuong vao viée giao trach nhiém cho
nhan vién méi cang sém cang tot.”

“Rat khon ngoan,” Jack Harper noi, gat dau. Cai nhin cta anh ta ludt
trén ban toi, va sang bing 1én vi mbi quan tAm dot ngdt téi cde ca phé cua
t6i. Anh ta nhin 1én va bat gip anh mat t6i. “Ca phé thé nao?” anh ta hoi

nhe nhang. “Ngon cha?”

Nhu thé mot chiéc may ghi 4m dang dugc bat trong dau, toi dot nhién
nghe thiy cai giong ngu ngdc ctia minh 1ai nhai.
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“Ca phé & ché lam la thir kinh tom nhat t6i timg uong, né ding la
thuée déc...”

“Tuyét lam!” to1 noi. “Rat... ngon!”
Y€ g

“T6i rat ming khi nghe diéu d6.” Mat anh ta l6e 1én mdt anh nhin
thich thu, va t6i cam thay nguoi minh do bung 1én.

Anh ta nhé. Khén kiép. Anh ta nhé.

“Con day la Artemis Harrison,” Paul noi. “Mot trong nhitng nha
marketing tré tudi sang choi nhat ctia ching ta.”

“Artemis,” Jack Harper noi vé tram ngdm. Anh ta budc vai budc ve
phia ban lam vi¢c cua co ta. “Co6 c6 chiéc ban mai that la dep, Artemis.”
Anh ta mim cuo1 vai c6 ta. “Ban méi phai khong?”

“Co ngay mot chiec ban moi dwoc cho toi, va co ta gianh lay ngay...”

Anh ta nhé moi thir, chang phai vay sao? Moi thu.

O1 Chua oi. To1 con no6i cai quai gi nita chi?

To1 ngd1 bat dong, trong khi Artemis dang ba hoa véi cdi vé nhan
vién cO nang lyc va dé chiu cia minh. Nhung dau oc to61 dang dién cudng
lan nguoc lai, c6 gang nhd xem, cd gang rap nodi nhitng di€u t61 da noi. Y
to1 1a, Chua o1, to61 da nd1 voi nguoi dan 6ng nay moi di€u ve ban than minh.
Moi diéu. T61 no1 véi anh ta toé1 mac loai quan 16t nao, va toi thich kem cé
vi gi, va to1 da mat trinh ra sao, va...

Madu t61 lanh ngat.

To1 nhé ra diéu to1 thuc sy khong nén noi véi anh ta.

Diéu t61 khong nén noi1 véi bat ky ai.
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“... toi biét 1é ra t6i khong nén lam vdy, nhung téi qud thiét tha cé
dwoc viéc lam...”

T6i d noi voi anh ta vé diém A gia trong so yéu 1y lich ctia minh.
Thé day, chAm hét. Minh chét roi.

Anh ta s& sa thai toi. Toi s& bj tai tiéng 1a khong trung thuc va sé
khong ai tuyén t6i vao lam nita, va rét cudc toi s& cd mit trong mot bd phim
tai liéu “Nhiing cong viéc té nhét nude Anh”, dang don phan bo, va n61 mot
cach phan khoi “Thuce sy cling khong qua té.”

Puoc thoi. Ping hoang so. Phai co diéu gi d6 t6i ¢ thé lam chtr. Toi
s& xin 16i. Pung thé. Toi s& nodi do6 1a 161 nhan dinh ma bay gio to1 thuc su
héi tiéc, va toi khong bao gid cd v dinh gdy an tugng sai cho cong ty, va...

Khong, t61 s€ no1 “Thuc ra, dung la to1 da duoc diém A, ha ha, va toi
that ngdc vi da quén chuyén d6!” Va sau d6 toi s& lam gia ching chi GCSE
v6i mot bd d6 nghé viét chir dep. Y toi 13, anh ta 12 nguoi M. Anh ta s&
khong bao gio biét.

Khong. Anh ta s& tim ra. Oi Chiia oi. Oi Chua oi.

Puoc théi, ¢6 18 toi da phan tng hoi qua. Hay dua moi viéc vé dung
vi tri cia no. Jack Harper 1a mot nhan vat vé cung quan trong. Nhin anh ta
ma xem! Anh ta c6 xe limo va nhitng ké bg d&, va mot cong ty khong 16
1am ra nhiéu triéu d6 la mot nim. Anh ta khéng quan tdm dén chuyén c6
that 12 mot trong cac nhan vién cta anh ta c6 diém A gia mao hay khong. Y
toi 1a, troi dat!

To1 cudi 16n trong dau, va Artemis nhin t61 vé la lung.

“To61 muon nodi rang to1 rat mung dugc gdp tat ca cac ban,” Jack
Harper néi, nhin quanh van phong yén lang. “Va cling mudn giéi thiéu trg
1y ctia to1, Sven Peterson.” Anh ta chi sang nguoi toc vang. “T61 s€ ¢ lai day
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mot vai ngdy, vi thé toi hy vong s& biét rd hon vai ngudi trong cac ban. Nhu
cac ban d3 biét, Pete Laidler, nguoi sang lap cong ty Panther cung toi, 1a
nguoi Anh. Vi 1y do dé, trong nhiéu 1y do khac, dat nudc nay ludn cé tam
quan trong vo cung d6i voi t61.”

Nhiing tiéng xi xAm dong tinh lan quanh van phong. Anh ta gio mot
tay lén, gat dau, va bude di, theo sau 1 Sven va doan can bo diéu hanh. Moi
nguoi yén ling cho tdi khi anh ta di khuét, va roi nhiing tiéng i rao v& da vi
phan khich.

T6i cam thay ca co thé minh dan ra nhe nhdm. On Chtia. On Chiia.

Thanh thuc ma néi, t6i dung 1a mot con ngde. Du chi 1a trong gidy 14t
tuong twong rang Jack Harper sé nhd nhiing gi toi noi. Chua noi gi dén
chuyén quan tdm dén nhiing diéu d6. Tudng twong rang anh ta s& b6t chat
thot gian trong cai lich 1am viéc quan trong va ban ron cho mot viéc nhoé xiu
va chang hé quan trong nhu cai viéc toi dd gia mao trong so yéu 1y lich! Khi
t6i v4i tay vé phia con chudt nhap vao mot tép tai liéu méi, toi thuc sy da
mim cuoi.

“Emma.” T61 nhin Ién va thay Paul dang dung trudc ban lam viéc cua
to1. “Jack Harper muon gdp c0,” ong ta noi coc 10c.

“Sa0?” Nu cudi clia toi tan bién. “Toi u?”
“O phong hop, trong nim phit nira.”
“Anh 4y c6 noi Iy do khong?”

“Khong.”

Paul sai budc di, va toi nhin tran trdn vao man hinh ma chang hé thay
gi, cam thay non nao.

T6i da ding ngay tir dau.
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To1 s€ mat viéc.
To1 s€ mat viéc vi mot cau noi ngd ngan trén mot chuyén may bay

ngd ngan.

Tqi sao 101 lai dugc nang hang co chu? Tai sao t61 phai md cai miéng
ngdc nghéch cia minh? Toi chi la mdt con bé lam moém ngoc nghéch, ngoc
nghéch.

“Sao Jack Harper lai mudn gap c6 nhi?” Artemis noi, nghe c6 vé khé
chiu.

“To1 khong biét,” té1 noi.

“Anh ta co gdp ai khac khong?”

“To1 khong biét,” to1 ro1 boi.

Dé ngdn c6 ta khong hoi thém gi nira, to1 bat dau goé nhang go cudi
vao may tinh, dau oc t61 cr quay mong mong.

T6i khong thé mat viée 1am nay. Toi khong thé pha hong su nghiép
nay duoc.

Anh ta khong thé sa thai t6i. Pon gian 13 khong thé. Nhu vay la
khong coéng bang. Toi khong biét anh ta 13 ai. Y t6i 13, rd rang néu anh ta
no6i v4i toi anh ta 1a nguoi tuyén dung toi, toi s& chang bao gid nhic dén so
yéu 1y lich ctia minh. Hodc... bat ¢t phan nao trong do.

Va du sao, chuyén dau dén muc toi 1am gia ca bang dai hoc, phai
khong nao? Pau nhu thé t6i ¢ tién an hay gi d6. T6i 1a mot nhan vién tét.
T6i thuc sy rat cd gang va toi khong hay 1an tranh cong viéc dén thé, va toi
da danh toan bo thoi gian ngoai gid cho chuong trinh xuc tién do thé thao
moi, va toi da to chire tro x0 sd trong tiéc Giang sinh...

To1 gd may tinh manh hon nira, va mat to61 dé 1én vi lo au.
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“Emma.” Paul dang nhin dong ho day ngu .
“Dugc a.” Toi hit mot hot that sau va dang day.
T6i s& khong dé anh ta sa thai t6i. Toi s& khong dé diéu do xay ra.

To1 sai bude qua van phong va doc hanh lang td1 phong hop, go 1én
ctra 1061 mo ra.

Jack Harper dang ngodi trén mot chiéc ghé ¢ ban hoi thao, viét voi
vang dieu gi d6 vao so tay. Khi to1 budc vao, anh ta nhin 1én, va vé nghiém
trong trén mat anh ta khién bung t61 1o0n nhao.

Nhung t61 phai ty bao vé minh. To1 phai gitt dugc viéc lam nay.

“Chao c0,” anh ta noi. “Co co6 thé dong cua lai dugc cht?” Anh ta
cho td1 khi to1 1am vay, ré1 nhin 1€n. “Emma, ching ta can néi chuyén.”

“To61 nhan thirc dugc chuyén do,” to61 noi, ¢6 gang gitr giong déu deéu.
“Co diéu t61 mudn dugc noi phan cua minh trude, néu toi duge phép.”

Trong gidy lat, Jack Harper trong co vé simg sot - sau d6 anh ta
nhudng may.

“Tat nhién. C6 nod1 di.”

T6i budc vao phong, hit mot hoi thé sdu va nhin thang vao mat anh
ta.

“Ngai Harper, toi biét ngai mudn gip t6i vi chuyén gi. Toi biét diéu
d6 1a sai. D6 1a mot 18i nhan dinh ma t6i thyc sy 1ay lam tiéc. Toi rat xin 151,
va diéu d6 s& khong bao gior xay ra nita. Nhung dé bao vé cho minh...” Tbi
c6 thé nghe thay giong minh cao dan 1én vi xic dong. “Dé bao vé minh, toi
khong biét ngai 1a ai trén chuyén bay d6. Va t6i khong cho rang minh sé bi
trirng phat chi vi mot sai 1am trung thue.”
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Mot khoang yén lang.

“C0O nghi to1 s trung phat c6?” cudi cung Jack Harper noi, hoi cau
may lai.

Sao anh ta c6 thé nhan tim nhu vay?

“Pung! Han ngai phai biét t6i s& khong bao gio nhic dén so yéu ly
lich cia minh néu t6i biét ngai 13 ai! Chuyén d6 gidng nhu mot cai... mot
cai bdy mat ong! Ngai biét day, néu c6 mot phién toa, thim phan ciing s&
pht nhan chuyén d6. Ho tham chi con khong dé ngai...”

“So yéu 1y lich cua c6?” Long may Jack Harper dan ra. “A! biém A
trén so yéu 1y lich cia ¢6.” Anh ta nhin t61 sac sdo. “Di€ém A gia mao, t61
cho la vay.”

Nghe diéu d6 duoc noi to 1én khién t6i im bat. Toi c¢6 thé cam thiy
mat minh cang nong bung hon nira.

“Co biét day, rat nhiéu nguoi s€ goi do la gian 1an,” Jack Harper noi,
tua nguoi vao ghe.

“To1 biet ho s€ nd1 nhu vay. Toi biét diéu do 1a sai. Lé ra t61 khong
nén lam thé... Nhung diéu dé khong anh huong dén cach to1 lam cong viéc

cua minh. Bi€u d6 khong c6 y nghia gi hét.”

“Co nghi vdy sao?” Anh ta lic dau vé tram ngam. “T6i khong biét.
Nhay tir diém C 1én diém A... d6 1a budc nhay vot ddy. Néu ching toi can
co lam todn thi sao?”

“To1 co6 the lam todn,” to1 no1 tuy€t vong. “Hay hoi t61 mot cau toan
hoc. Xin ngai day, hdy hoi t61 bat ctr dieu gi.”

“Pugc.” Miéng anh ta giat giat. “Tam lan chin.”
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T6i nhin anh ta chim cham, tim dap thinh thich, dau 6c tréng rong.
Tam lan chin. T6i khong hé biét. Khon kiép. Puoc thoi, mot 1an chin bang
chin. Hai lan chin bang...

Khong. T6i lam duoc rdi. Tam 1an mudi bang 80. Vi thé tam lan chin
phai Ia...

“Bay muoi hai!” toi reo 1én, va do du khi thay anh ta nhéch miéng
cudi. “Bang bay muoi hai.” Toi ni thém mot cach binh than hon.

“Tot 1am.” Anh ta lich sy chi vao mdt chiéc ghé. “Bay gio. Co da noi
xong di€u c6 muon noéi hay con co6 gi hon nira?”

To1 boi ro1 xoa mat. “Anh sé... khong sa thai t61?”

“Khéng,” Jack Harper no6i nhan nai. “Tdi s& khong sa thai co. By gio
ching ta n6i chuyén dugc chua?”

Khi t6i ngdi xudng, su nghi ngd kinh khung bat dau 16n dan trong dau
toi.

“Co phai...” toi hang giong. “C6 phai anh mubn gip t6i vé chuyén so
yéu 1y lich cta t6i?”

“Khoéng,” anh ta 6n ton. “Po khong phai 1y do téi mudn gip cd.”
T6i mudn chét.
T6i mudn chét ngay tai ddy, ngay bay gio.

“Duoc thoi.” Toi vudt lai toc, ¢b ging binh tinh trd lai; ¢ ging trong
that chuyén nghiép. “Puoc a. Vay thi, anh mudn gap to1 dé..”

“To61 mudn nho ¢ giup mot vige.”

“Puoc a!” To1 cam théy mot tiéng thich dé phong. “Bét ctr diéu gi! Y
to1 la... chuyén gi vay a?”
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“Vi mot sd 1y do khac nhau,” Jack Harper n6i cham rai, “T61 khong
mudn ai biét t6i d4 t6i Scotland tuan trude.” Anh ta nhin thang vao mat toi.
“Vi thé t6i rat muén ta giit bi mat cudc gip cua ching ta.”

“Dugc a!” to1 no1 sau chut ngap ngung. “Tat nhién! Chac chan toi co
thé lam diéu do.”

“Co6 chua noé1 vo1 ai ch?”

“Khong. Khong ai. Ké ca... Y t6i 1, khong ai hét. Toi chua hé noi voi

Y

al.

“Tot. Cam on cd rat nhiéu. Toi danh gia cao diéu d6.” Anh ta mim
cuoi, va dung 1én khoi ghé. “Rat vui dugc gap lai c6, Emma. To61 chac s€
gdp lai c0.”

“Chi c6 vay thoi sao?” to1 stng sot hoi lai.
“Chi vay thoi. Tru khi ¢6 c6 chuyén gi d6 khac mudn thdo luan.”
“Khong!” T61 voi va dung day, dap mat ca chan vao chan ban.

To1 da nghi cai gi co chu? Ré‘mg anh ta s& dé nghi t61 lanh dao du an
qudc té méi day 1y tha u?

Jack Harper m& cura, va gitr cura cho t61 moét cach lich su. Va toi da ra
dugc ntra duong thi dung lai. “Khoan da.”

“Co chuyén gi vay?”

“To1 s€ no1 ngai mudn gap to1 vi chuyén gi day?” Toi1 lung ting. “Moi
nguoi s€ hoi to1.”

“Sao c6 khong noi chung ta ban chuyén hau can.” Anh ta nhudng
may va dong ctra lai.
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Thoi gian con lai ciia ngdy hom d6, khong khi & chd 1am that giéng
mot 18 hoi. Nhung t6i chi ngdi d6, khong tin ndi chuyén vira xay ra. Va khi
t6i tré' vé nha tdi hom do, tim toi van dap thinh thich trudc su bat ngo cua
moi chuyén. Va su bat cong cua moi chuyén.

Anh ta 13 nguoi la. L& ra anh ta phai 13 nguoi la. Diém cbt yéu vé
nguoi la 1a ho bién mat vao thinh khong, khong bao gio xuat hién 1an nira.
Khong xuat hién ¢ vin phong. Khong hoi ta tam lan chin 1a bao nhiéu.
Khong hoa thanh sép 16n cua ta.

Thé day, tit ca nhimg gi t6i c6 thé noéi 13, diéu d6 di day cho toi mot
bai hoc. B4 me luon din toi khong bao gid duge ndi chuyén véi nguoi la,
va ho noi dung. Toi s& khong bao gio néi bat cir dicu gi véi mot nguoi la
nira. Khong bao gio.

To61 da thu Xép dé tGi can hod ctia Connor vao budi toi, va khi toi tdi,
t6i cam thay co thé minh duoc tha 1ong vi khudy khoa. Xa khoi van phong.
Xa moi cau chuyén vo tan vé Jack Harper. Va Connor da bat dau ndu an. Y
t61 13, chuyén d6 hoan hao dén murc nao co cht? Can bép day mui t6i, va da
c6 mdt ly vang cho toi trén ban.

“Chao anh!” t61 n61 va hon anh ay.
“Chao cung!” anh noi, ngang lén khoéi 10 nudng.

Khi that. Toi quén khudy di mat 1 phai n6éi Cung. Puoc théi, lam thé
nao dé t6i nhé chuyén nay chir?

https://thuviensach.vn



To1 bict r61. To1 s€ viét vao tay.

“Em nhin cai nay xem. Anh tai trén mang vé day.” Connor chi vao
mot tap tai li€u trén ban vo1 nu cudi rang rd. To6i md ra, va nhin thdy mdt
birc anh den trang hinh mot can phong c6 mdt chiéc sofa va mdt chau hoa.

“Chi tiét vé can ho!” toi noi, sung sot. “Ai cha. Anh nhanh that. Em

van con chua thong bao cho moi nguoi.”

“Thi chiing ta phai bat tay vao tim dan di 1a vira,” Connor néi. “Nhin

2
!

ndy, cai d6 cd ban cong. Va co mot cai 10 sudi van hoat dong duoc
“Tuyét that!”

To1 ngd1 xuong mot chiéc ghe gan do va liéc nhin blirc hinh m¢ nhat,
cd gang hinh dung t61 va Connor song trong d6 cung nhau. Ngoi trén chiéc
sofa do6. Chi hai chung t61, to1 nao cling vay.

T6i ban khoan khong biét ching toi s& noi chuyén gi.
Thé day! Chung toi s& noi vé... bat ¢t chuyén gi chiing t6i van noi.

C6 18 chung t6i s& choi trd Co ti phit. Chi 1a néu chung t6i thay chan
hay gi d6.

To1 lat sang mot trang khac va cam thay nguoi minh néng ran lén vi
hao hure.

Can hQ nay c6 san go va ctra chop! Toi van /luén mudn cd san go va
ctra chop. Va nhin cai bép dé thuong d6 ma xem, vi san bép lat da granit...

O, chuyén nay s& that 1a tuyét. Toi khong thé doi duoc nira!

T6i udng mot hdp ruou hanh phic, va dang thoai mai ngdi tua sat vao
ghé thi Connor néi, “Chuyén Jack Harper ti chang phai that tha vi sao.”
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Oi Chua oi. Xin ding. Xin dimg néi vé ga Jack Harper khon kiép d6
nta.

“Em c6 gip anh iy khong?” anh noi thém, budc lai chd toi véi mot
bat lac. “Nghe n6i anh ay t6i Phong Marketing.”

“Um, c6. Em da gip anh ta.”

“Chiéu nay anh 4y toi Phong Nghién ctru, nhung anh lai dang hop.”
Connor nhin ti, vé néng long. “Vay anh ay thé nao?”

“Anh ta... em khong biét. Téc sim mau... Ngudi My... Vay cudc hop
ctia anh thé nao?”

Connor hoan toan 15 di nd lyc thay doi chu dé cua toi.

“Vay cudc gip co tha vi khong?” Mit anh 4y sang bung 1én. “Jack

"’

Harper ay
“Em cho 1a vdy.” T61 nhun vai. “Du sao...”

“Emma! Em khong hao hirc sao?” Connor trong c6 vé sing sot.
“Chiing ta dang néi vé ngudi sang lap cong ty! Chung ta dang ndi vé ngudi
da tao ra khai ni¢ém Panther Cola. Nguoi da mua mot thuong hi¢u vo danh,
thay d6i n6 va ban n6 cho ca thé gidi! Anh 4y bién mot cong ty that bai
thanh mot cong ty thanh cong khong 16. Va bay gid chung ta déu duoc gip
anh 4y. Chang 1& em khong thay hoi hop?”

“C0,” cudi cung to1 no1. “Chuyén do that... ho1 hop.”

“Pay c6 thé 1a co hoi ca doi cho tat ca chung ta. Puoc hoc tir chinh
thién tai d6! Em biét ddy, anh Ay chwa bao gio viét sach, anh iy chua bao
gid chia sé suy nghi véi bt ky ai ngoai trir Pete Laidler...” Connor lay trong
ti lanh mot lon Panther Cola va bat danh tich. Connor hin phai 1a nhan
vién trung thanh nhat trén thé gidi. T6i di timg c6 1an mua mot lon Pepsi
khi chung t6i di picnic, va anh 4y suyt thi bi sa rudt.
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“Em c6 biét diéu anh mong mudn hon tat thay 1 gi khong?” anh néi,
nudt mot ngum. “Mot cudc gap riéng vl anh éy.” Anh nhin t6i, mét sang
1én. “Mot cude gip riéng voi Jack Harper! Do chang phai 1a co hoi thuc day
su nghiép tuyét voi nhat sao?”

Mot cudc gap rieng voi Jack Harper.

Thi vang, chuyén d6 da thuc ddy su nghiép cua t6i mot cach tuyét voi

“Em cho 1a vay.” Toi1 ludng lu.

“Tét nhién 13 nhu vay roi! Chi can c6 co hdi nghe anh 4y ndi. Nghe
nhiing gi anh 4y cin no6i! Anh 4y di thu kin minh trong ba nim! Anh ay da
tao ra bao nhiéu 1a y tudng trong thoi gian d6? Chac han anh 4y phai hiéu
biét rat sdu sic va c6 nhitng 1y thuyét méi khong chi vé marketing ma ca vé
kinh doanh... vé cach moi nguoi lam viée... vé chinh ban than cudc séng.”

Giong noi nhiét tinh ciia Connor nhu dang xat mudi vao 16p da tran
cua t61. Vay hay xem t61 da xur su sai 1am dén thé nao, dugc chi? Toi ngéi
trén mot chuyén bay bén canh mot Jack Harper vi dai, mot thién tai sang tao
va 1a ngon ngudn ctia moi kién thirc uyén tham vé kinh doanh va marketing,
chua noi dén nhirng bi an vi dai cta chinh cudc doi.

Va toi di 1am gi? Toi c6 hoi anh ta nhitng cau héi sau sac? Toi co
khién anh ta tham gia vao cudc néi chuyén ddy théng minh? Téi c6 hoc
duoc chut gi tir anh ta?

Khong. Toi ba hoa vé loai do 16t ma t6i thich.

M6t budc tién su nghiép vi dai, Emma. M{t trong nhirng budc tién
tuyét nhat.
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Hom sau Connor phai di1 hop tor sém, nhung trudc khi di anh con 161
ra mot bai bao cii vé Jack Harper.

“Hay doc bai nay,” anh ndi, miéng nhom nhoam nhai banh mi.
“Théng tin lai lich t6t diy.”

To1 khong mudn c6 chut thong tin lai lich nao hét! Toi cam thay
muon van lai, nhung Connor da ra ctra.

T6i bi cam dd badi y tudng cr vat nd lai d6 va tham chi chang thém
ngé qua, nhung di tir chd Connor t&i chd lam 13 ching duong kha xa, ma toi
thi chang mang theo t& tap chi ndo. Vi thé t6i danh mang bai bao theo, mién
cudng bat dau doc trén xe dién ngam, va toi cho rang d6 13 mot cau chuyén
kha tha vi. Rang Harper va Pete Laidler 12 ban bé, ho quyét dinh chuyén
sang kinh doanh, va Jack la nguoi sang tao con Pete 1a anh chang an choi va
c6 tinh than hudng ngoai, va ho cung nhau tré thanh triéu pha, va ho rat gan
giii dén mirc gén nhu 13 anh em. Va sau d6 Pete chét trong mot vu tai nan
xe hoi. Va Jack dau kho dén muc ty tach minh khoi thé gi6i va néi rang anh
ta s& tir bo tat ca.

Va tit nhién gio day khi doc tit ca nhitng diéu nay, t6i bat dau cam
thdy minh hoi ngé ngan. L& ra t6i da phai nhan ra Jack Harper. Y t6i 1a,
chic chan t6i da nhan ra Pete Laidler. Thir nhat 1 vi tréng anh ta giong
Robert Redford. Con 1y do tht hai, anh ta c6 mit trén khap cac to bao khi
anh ta mat. Bay gio thi t6i c6 thé nhé hét strc rd rang, mic du hdi do toi
chang hé co6 gi lién quan dén Panther. Anh ta bi dam xe trén chiéc
Mercedes, va moi ngudi noéi rang chuyén d6 y hét chuyén cong nuwong
Diana.

T6i qua ch tAm doc bai bao dén murc suyt thi bo qua bén va phai
nhay bo mot cach ngd ngan ra ctra, khi moi ngudi nhin toi nhu thé: Pung 1a
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do ngdce, cha 1€ c6 khong biét sap td1 bén ciia minh? Va sau do, khi cua da
dong lai, t61 nhan ra minh da vt lai to bao trén tau dién.

O, thé day. Pai loai 1a t6i da ndm duoc ¥ chinh ciia bai bao.

Do 1a mot budi sang day nang, va to1 di ve phia quay ban nudc qua toi
thuong ghé qua trudc khi to1 cho l1am. Té1 bat dau cé théi quen mua mot
coc sinh t0 xoai moi sang, boi vi nd ¢d 1gi cho strc khoe.

Va ciling boi vi c6 mot anh chang New Zealand dé thuong ding dang
sau quﬁy, tén la Aidan. (Trén thuc té, t6i hoi thich anh ta, trude khi toi bat
dau hen ho véi Connor.) Khi khong lam viéc & quiy ban sinh td, anh ta theo
mot khoa khoa hoc thé thao, va anh ta ludn ndi véi t6i moi chuyén vé
nhing chat khoang can thiét, va ty 1¢ carb cua ta nén 1a bao nhiéu.

“Chao ¢6,” anh ta néi khi toi budc vao. “Mén quyén cudc sao rdi?”’

“0!” t6i n6i, hoi d6 mit. “Tuyét 1dm, cam on anh.”

“C0 ¢ thur dong tac ma to1 da no1 voi co khong?”

“C6! N6 c6 ich 1am!”

“T6i nghi thé ma,” anh ta noi, trong c6 vé hai 1ong, va di lam cbc sinh
t x0ai cho toi.

Duoc thoi. Sy that 1a t61 dau co6 that su tap quyén cudce. Toi cling da
thir mot 1an, & trung tAm giai tri dia phuong, va trung thyc ma noi, t6i da bi
soc! Toi khong hé biét n6 lai bao luc dén vay. Nhung Aidan qué nhiét tinh,
va cr no6i mai vé chuyén no sé& thay doi ca cudc doi toi, nén t6i khong thé
nao thira nhan t6i da tir b chi sau mot budi hoc. Picu d6 nghe c6 vé qua
yéu dudi. Vi thé t6i danh phai... bia. Va ¥ tdi 13, chuyén d6 dau c6 quan
trong. Anh ta s& ching bao gio biét. T6i dau c6 bao gid gip anh ta ngoai
quay bén sinh t0.

“M0ot sinh t6 xoai to1 day,” Aidan noi.
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“Va mot banh sb ¢ la,” toi noéi. “Cho... dong nghiép cua t6i.” Aidan
nhit chiéc banh 1én thd vao tui.

“Co biet day, dong nghiép cua cd can nghi vé mirc duong tinh che,”
anh ta no1 vao1 cail nhiu may lo au. “Chac phai té1 bon chiéc banh trong tuan
nay roi?”

“To1 biet,” to1 no61 nghiém tac. “T61 s€ nd1 vo1 ¢6 ay. Cam on, Aidan.”

'7,

“Khong c6 gi!” Aidan no6i. “Va hay nhd: mot - hai - xoay

“M0ot - hai - xoay,” t61 vui vé nhac lai. “To1 s€ nho!”

Khi toi t6i van phong, Paul xuat hién tir phong Ong ta, bat tay danh
tach voi1 t61 va noi “DPanh gia.”

Bung t61 nhon nhao khing khiép, va to1 suyt thi nghen miéng banh sé
co la cuoi cung. O1 Chua o1. Dén luc do roi. To1 chua san sang.

Nhung c6 cht. Bi nao. Hay tu tin 1€n. To1 1a mot nguoi phy nit trén
con duong di 1én.

Dot nhién t61 nhd té1 Kerry va dang di “Toi1 1a ngudi phu nit thanh
cong” cua chi ta. Toi biét Kerry 1a mot con bo cai dang ghét, nhung chi ta
c6 cong ty du lich riéng va kiém ca dong tién mdi nim. Chac chin chi ta
phai 1am dung diéu gi d6. Co 18 t6i ciing nén thir xem. Mot cach than trong,
t6i udn nguc ra, ngang cao dau va bat dau sai budc qua van phong véi vé
mit lanh 1oi bat khut.

“Co bi dau bung dén ky hay sao vay?” Paul néi tho 16 khi toi vira t6i
cua.
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“Khong!” T61 sung sot.

“Trong co rat ky quac.” Ong ta dong cura, ngd1 xuong ban va m¢o mat
to form Panh gia Nhan vién. “T6i xin 16i da khong thé gip c6 hom qua.
Nhung vi Jack Harper t&i nén moi chuyén roi tung cé 1én.”

“Khong sao.”

T6i ¢b ging mim cudi nhung miéng t6i bdng nhién kho khoc. Toi
khong tin n6i minh thiy cang thang dén thé. Chuyén nay con té hon 1a bao
céo két qua hoc tap.

“Puoc roi. Vay... Emma Corrigan.” Ong ta nhin vao to form va bat
dau danh dau vao cac 6. “Nhin chung, c6 lam viéc & mirc chéip nhan duoc.
Co6 khong hay di lam mudn... ¢6 hiéu nhirng nhiém vu dugc giao... ¢c6 kha
hiéu qua... c6 1am viéc 6n thoa véi dong nghiép... vin van va van van. Co
van dé gi khong?” 6ng ta noi, ngang lén.

“O... khong a.”
“C0 c6 cam thay bi quay roi vé chung toc.”
“O... khong a.”

“Tét.” Ong ta lai danh dau tiép vao mot 6. “Chac chi co vay thoi. Tot
1am. C6 bao Nick vao gip toi duoc khong?”

Sao? Ong ta quén roi sao?

“Um, thé con viéc thang chirc clia t6i?” toi noi, c6 gang khong to ra
qua sOt sang.

“Thang chirc?” Ong ta nhin t6i cham cham. “Thang chirc gi chu?”
“Lén vi tri Quan ly Marketing.”

“Co6 dang no1 chuyén quai gi vay?”
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“Trong t& quang céo tuyén dung. Quang céo tuyén dung vao vi tri clia
t61 noi rang...” Toi 16i t& quang cdo nhau nat tir tai quan jean ra, nd di yén
vi 0 d6 tir hom qua. “C6 kha ning duoc thing tién sau mot nam. N6 néi rd
¢ day.” Toi day n6 ngang qua ban, va 6ng ta nhiu may nhin.

“Emma, cai d6 chi danh cho nhiing (g cir vién dic biét. C6 chua san
sang dé dugc thang chirc. Co s€ phai chirng minh ban than minh truéc da.”

“Nhung t6i van dang lam moi viéc c¢6 thé! Néu ong cho t6i mot co
hoéi...”

“C6 da co co hoi ¢ Glen Oil.” Paul nhudng may nhin té1 va tdéi1 cam
thay dau nhoi vi bi bé mat. “Emma, van dé quan trong nhat 1a, co6 chua san
sang cho vi tri cao hon. Sau mdt nam nira ching t61 s€ xem xét.”

“Mot nam?”
“Puoc cht? Gio thi di nhanh d1.”

Pau t6i quay cudng. Toi phai chdp nhan chuyén nay mot cach binh
tinh va c6 pham cach. T6i phai néi diéu gi d6 nhu thé, “T6i ton trong quyét
dinh cua 6ng, Paul,” bat tay 6ng ta va roi khoi phong. Day 1a diéu t6i phai
lam.

Ric roi duy nhét 13, t6i duong nhu khong thé roi khoi ghé.
Sau vai phut, Paul nhin t6i vé khé hiéu. “Thé 1a xong r6i, Emma.”

T6i khong thé di duoc. Mot khi t6i roi phong nay, moi chuyén thé 1a
cham dut.

“Emma?”

“Hay thang chirc cho t6i,” t6i noi tuyét vong. “Xin ong day. Toi phai
dugc thing chic dé gay an tuong voi gia dinh. D6 1a diéu duy nhét toi
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muon trén do1, va té1 s€ lam viéc cat luc, to1 hira, t61 s€ td1 lam ca vao cudi
tuan, va toi s€... to1 s€ mac nhirng bd vest lich sy...”

“Sao?” Paul dang nhin toi tran trdi nhu thé t6i da bién thanh mot con
ca vang.

“Ong khong phai tra thém cho toi! Tdi s& lam tat ca moi viéc nhu
trwde. Tham chi toi con t tra tién dé in danh thiép méi! Y 61 13, didu d6 sé
chang tao ra diéu gi khac biét véi 6ng. Ong tham chi s& con khong biét toi
da dugc thang chuc!”

To1 ngung 161, thd manh.

“To1 cho rang c6 s€ thay do khong phai la mau chot cua viée thang
chirc, Emma,” Paul n61 cham biém. “To1 e rang cau tra 101 1a khong. Tham
b b
chi con hon thé.”

“Nhung...”

“Emma, t61 khuyén co thé nay nhe. Néu muén tién 1én, cd phai tu tao
ra co hdi cho minh. C6 phai tao ra co hdi. Gid thi nghiém tac nhé. Xin c6
hay bién khoi phong t6i va goi Nick vao day cho t6i?”

Khi t61 budc di, to1 thay 6ng ta ddo mat nhin lén troi va viet gi do vao
ho so cua to1.

Tuyét lam. C6 18 ong ta viét “Loan tri, can gitp dd y t&”.

Khi t6i chan nan budc vé ban, Artemis nhin 1én véi vé t0 mo. “O,
Emma,” c6 ta n61, “Chi ho Kerry vira méi goi cho c6.”

“That sao?” T6i ngac nhién. Kerry khong bao gio goi téi chd 1am cho
t6i. Thuc té 1a chi ta chang bao gid goi dién cho t6i. “Chi dy c6 dé lai 10i
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nhan khong?”

“Co day. Chi 4y mudn biét c6 di nghe tin gi vé viéc duoc thing chirc
chua?”

Dugc thoi. Chuyén nay da tr¢ thanh chinh thirc. T61 ghét Kerry.
“Pugc roi,” toi dap, cd noi giong nhu thé day chi la mot cau hoi té ngét
hang ngay. “Cam on.”

“Co dugc thang chic u, Emma? To6i khong biét diéu do!” Giong cb ta
vit cao the thé, va toi thdy mot vai ngudi ngang dau 1én dé y. “Vay 1a co s&
trg thanh quan 1y marketing?”’

“Khong,” t61 thi tham, mat nong bung vi nhuc nha. “T61 khong dugce
thang chirc.”

“O!1” Artemis 1am vé mit ngo ngac dy ché gidu. “Vay thi tai sao chi

/4
A 2

ay...

“Im di, Artemis,” Caroline n6i. To1 nhin c6 ay day bi€t on va ngo1 sup
xudng ghe.

Lai thém ca m{t ndm nira. Ca mot ndm lam trg 1y marketing rac ruoi,
va moi nguoi déu nghi t61 1a ké vo dung. Lai thém mot ndm no nan bo, va
Kerry va Nev cuoi cot to1, va cam thay nhu mot ké that bai. To1 bat may
tinh 1€n va chan ndn danh may vai ttr. Nhung dot nhién toan b nang luong
cua to1 bién mat.

“To1 s€ di lay ca phée,” to1 n6i. “Co ai muodn udng ca phé khong?”

“Co khong thé lay ca phé,” Artemis noi, nhin to1 la lung. “Co chua

nhin thay sao?”

“Thay gi?”
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“Ho da mang may ca phé di r61,” Nick noi. “Lac ¢6 ¢ trong d6 voi
Paul.”

“Lay né di?” T6i nhin anh ta, ngo ngéac. “Nhung tai sao?”

“Khéng biét,” anh ta noi, budc vé phia vin phong Paul. “Ho téi ché
no6 di thoi.”

“Chuing ta s& c6 may mai!” Caroline néi, 6m mot chong gidy to di
qua. “O dudi gc nguoi ta dang noi thé. Mot cai may pha ca phé rat dep, voi
ca phé tir té. Rd rang 1a theo 1énh cua Jack Harper.”

Co6 4y di khoi, va t61 nhin cham cham theo sau.
Jack Harper ddt mua may pha ca phé moi.

“Emma!” Artemis dang noi vé noén néng. “Co c6 nghe thay khong
day? T6i mudn cd tim to gii thiu ta dd 1am cho chuong trinh xtc tién
Tesco hai nim trudc. Xin 16i me nhé,” cd ta noéi vao dién thoai. “Con dang
bao co trg 1y cua con chut vige.”

Tro 1y ciia ¢6 ta. Chta oi, t6i dén phat dién 1én khi nghe ¢ ta noi cau
do.
Nhung trung thuc ma néi, toi dang qua choang vang nén khong thay

buc minh.

Chuyén d6 chang lién quan gi dén minh hét, t6i ty nhil chic chan véi
minh nhu vay trong lic luc tim trong ddy ti hd so. That ky cuc khi nghi
rang minh c6 lién quan dén chuyén d6. Co 1& anh ta di c6 y dinh dat may
pha ca phé méi tur trude. Co 1€ anh ta...

T6i dting 1én cing mot dong ho so trong tay va suyt thi danh roi hét
xudng san.

Anh ta dang ding do.
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Ngay trudc mat toi.

“Xin chao mot 1an nira.” P61 mat anh ta nheo lai vo1 mdt nu cuoi.
“Co6 thé nao?”

“Vang... tot a, cam on.” To61 nuodt khan mot cach kho khan. “T61 nghe
noi vé may pha ca phé méi. Um... cam on.”

“Khong co gi.”

“Nao moi nguoi!” Paul sai budc tdi sau lung anh ta. “Sang nay ngai
Harper s€ ngo1 ¢ van phong nay.”

“Thé1 nao.” Jack Harper mim cuoi. “Clr goi to1 1a Jack.”

“Duoc rdi. Sang nay Jack s& ngdi & phong nay. Anh 4y s& quan sat
viéc cac ban lam, tim hiéu xem ta hoat dong theo nhom thé nao. Cac ban ctr
cu xt binh thuong, dimg 1am bét ctr diéu gi dic biét.” Poi mat Paul hudng
dén t6i va ong ta trao cho t6i mot ny cuoi lay 1ong. “Chao Emma! Sang nay
6 thé nao? Moi chuyén on ca chi?”

“O, vang, cam on Paul,” tdi 1am bam. “Moi chuyén déu tuyét.”

“Tét! Mot nhan vién vui vé, d6 1a diéu chung ta mubn cé. Va trong
khi moi nguoi dang chu y,” 6ng ta ho vdi chut nguong ngap, “cho phép to1
nhic tit ca rang Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty sdp t6i, sau thir Bay mot tuan. Co
hoi cho tat ca chung ta nghi ngoi va gip g& gia dinh ctia nhau, va chic vui
vé!”

Tat ca ching toi ngdy ra nhin 6ng ta. Trudc gio, Paul van ludn goi d6
1a Ngay Khén kiép Cong ty, va noi rang tha phai hy sinh bi cia minh con
hon mang bat ¢t thanh vién ndo cua gia dinh t4i.

“Gid thi moi nguoi tré lai lam viée di! Jack, dé t6i 1y ghé cho anh.”
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“Pung dé y dén t6i,” Jack Harper néi vui vé khi anh ta ngéi xuéng &
mot goc phong. “Ctr cu xtr binh thuong.”

Ctr cu xir binh thuong. Pung vay. Tat nhién.

Viy diéu d6 c6 nghia 12 ngdi xudng, coi gidy ra, kiém tra email, bbi
chut kem tay, an vai vién keo Smarties, doc tir vi trén trang 1Village, doc tir
vi ctia Connor, viét “Emma Corrigan, Giam ddc Piéu hanh” vai lan béng
kiéu chit bay buém trén gidy ghi chép, thém vai bong hoa & gbc, giri email
cho Connor, chd vai phit xem anh 4y c6 tra 16i khong, udng mot ngum
nuéc khoang, va cudi cing thi s& bat dau tim to gidi thiéu Tesco cho
Artemis.

To1 khong nghi vay.

Khi t61 ngd1 xudng ban, dau 6c¢ té1 lam viéc rat nhanh. Ty tao ra co
ho1 cho chinh minh. Ty tao co hoi. Bo6 1a diéu Paul noi.

Va day 1a cai gi néu khong phai mot co hoi?

Chinh Jack Harper dang ngdi d6, quan sat toi lam viéc. Jack Harper vi
dai. Ong chu ciia ca mot tp doan. Tat nhién toi co thé gy an tugng véi anh

ta theo cach nao do?

Puoc rdi, ¢6 18 t6i da khong co khoi dau tuyét diéu nhat v6i anh ta.
Nhung c6 18 day 1a co hoi dé toi bu dip lai! Néu bang cach nao d6 t6i c6 the
cho anh ta thay t6i thuc sy thong minh va nhiét tinh v&i cong viéc...

Khi t61 ngéi 1at qua tap tai li¢u xtc tién, t6i nhan théy minh ng:fmg dau
hoi cao hon thuong 18, nhu thé t6i dang & trong 16p tao dang. Va khi toi liéc
quanh van phong, moi ngudi khiac duong nhu cling dang & trong 16p tao
dang. Trudc khi Jack Harper t&i, Artemis dang néi chuyén dién thoai véi
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me, nhung bay gio ¢b ta da deo chiéc kinh gong stmg va danh may mot
cach nhanh nhen, d6i khi dimg lai dé mim cudi trude nhiing gi ¢6 ta da viét
theo cach “minh qua 13 mot thién tai”. Nick dang doc phan thé thao trong to
Telegraph, nhung gid toi lai thdy anh ta dang nghién ctru tai liéu c6 do thi
minh hoa, v61 cai nhiu may uyén tham.

“Emma?” Artemis no1 v&i giong vo ngot ngao. “Co da tim thay to
gi61 thiéu ma to1 yéu cau chua? Mac du khong can phai voi...”

“Co, toi tim thay rdi day!” toi nodi. Toi day ghé lai, dimg 18n, va budc
t6i ban ¢ ta. Toi ¢d ging to ra ty nhién hét stc ¢6 thé. Nhung Chua oi,
chuyén nay that gibng nhu 16n ti vi hay gi d6. Chan t6i khong thé hoat dong
binh thudng va nu cudi cia téi nhu bi dan trén mat va toi tin chic mot cach
kinh khing rang t6i d6t nhién c6 thé hét 1én “quan 16t!” hay gi do.

“Cua c6 day, Artermis,” t01 noi, va than trong dat to gid1 thi€u 1€n ban
cO ta.
“Cam on c0!” Artemis noi. Mat c6 ta nhin t61 rang r& va t61 nhan ra

cd ta cling dang dién kich. Co ta dit tay 1én tay tdi, mim cudi va nhdy mat
v6i t6i. “Toi khong biét chiing t6i sé thé nao néu thiéu ¢6, Emma!”

“Khong co gi!” to1 noi, theo ding giong di¢u cua c¢o ta. “T61 ludn rat
san long!”

Khon kiép, to1 nghi trong luc budce trd lai ban. L€ ra té1 nén noi di€u
gi d6 thong minh hon. L€ ra t61 nén nodi, “Lam viéc theo nhom 1a diéu gitp
ching ta hoat dong tot.”

Puoc thoi, dimg dé ¥. Minh van c6 thé giy 4n tuong véi anh ta.

C6 gang hanh dong binh thudng, t6i md tai liu va bat dau danh may
nhanh va hiéu qua hét mirc c6 thé, lung toi thang bang. Toi chua ting thay
van phong nay yén dng dén yay. Moi ngudi déu dang gd may tinh, khong ai
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chuyén phiém. Tat ca nhu dang ¢ trong mot ky thi. Chan toi rat ngira,
nhung t61 khong dam gai.

Lam thé quai nao ma nguoi ta san xuat dugc nhitng by phim tai liéu
doi thuyc do chtt? T61 cam thay hoan toan ki€t sttc, ma mai chi duge nam
phut.

“Trong nay that 1a yén liang,” Jack Harper noi, nghe c6 vé kho hiéu.
“Binh thuong c6 yén ling thé nay khong?”

“0...” Chung t6i nhin nhau ngip nging.

“Pung dé y dén t6i. Hay néi chuyén nhu moi khi cac ban thuong lam.
Chéc chin cac ban phai thao luan chr.” Anh ta mim cudi than thién. “Khi
t6i lam viéc trong mdt van phong, ching toi noi chuyén vé moi thir trén doi.
Chinh tri, sach... Chang han, gan ddy moi ngudi dang doc cai gi?”

“Thuc té 1a toi dang doc tiéu st méi ctia Mao Chu tich,” Artemis noi
ngay lap tirc. “Rét tha vi.”

“To6i dang doc dd lich sir chau Au thé ky mudi bdn,” Nick noi.

“To1 dang doc lai Proust,” Caroline nhin vai khiém ton noi. “Bang
ban goc tiéng Phap.”

“A.” Jack Harper gat dau, nét mit khong biéu 16 diéu gi. “Con...
Emma, phai khong nhi? C6 dang doc gi vay?”

“Um, thyc ra...” T6i nuot khan, ¢0 tri hoan thoi gian.

T6i khong thé noi Phdc hoa Nhdn vit Néi tiéng - Diéu dé nghia la
gi? dugc. Mac du no6 thuc su rat hay. Nhanh 1én. M{t cudn sach nghiém tic
nao do?

“Cau dang doc Gia tai vi dai, phai khong ha Emma?” Artemis noi.
“Cho cau lac bg sach.”
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“DPung!” To1 nhe ca nguoi. “Dung thé...”

ROi t61 dirng phat ngay lai khi bat gap cai nhin cta Jack Harper. Chét
tiét.

Giong n6i lam nham day ngay tho ctia chinh ti lac ¢ trén mdy bay
dang bat lai trong dau.

“... chi doc luot trang bia sau va vo nhuw toi da doc cuon sach do...”

“Gia tai vi dai,” Jack Harper tram ngam. “Co6 nghi gi vé cuon sach do,
Emma?”

T6i khong tin ndi anh ta hoi toi diéu do.
Trong giay lat, to1 khong no61 duogc gi.

“Um!” Cudi cung toi hang giong. “Téi nghi no... nd rat... né cuc
ky...”

“Do 1a mot cudn sach tuyét voi,” Artemis noi vé nghiém tac. “Mot
khi ta hiéu ro chu nghia tuong trung.”

Im di, d6 pho truong ngoc nghéch. Oi Chua oi. Toi s€ néi gi chir?
“To1 nghi cudn sach do thyc sy... co tieng vang,” cudi cung to1 noi.

“Cai gi c6 tiéng vang?” Nick hoi.

“Cai... 0...” t6i hang giong. “Am vang.”
Mot khoang yén lang bi roi.

“Am vang... c6 tiéng vang?” tiéng Artemis.

“Pung,” t0i n6i budng binh. “Pung vay. Thoi t6i phai tiép tuc cong
viéc day.” Toi quay di, ddo mit va bat dau ludng cudng danh may.
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Puoc thoi. Cudc chuyén tro vé sach khong tdt dep lam. Nhung d6 chi
hoan toan 13 chuyén khong may. Hay nghi tich cuc. Minh vin c¢6 thé 1am
viéc ndy. Minh van c6 thé gy 4n tuong voi anh ta...

“To1 khong bi€t cai cay nay bi lam sao nira!” Artemis no1 voi giong
nling niu. “Ngay nao t61 cling tudi nudc cho nd.”

C0 ta so1 moi cai cay nhén va nhin sang Jack Harper mot cach quyén
rli. “Anh c6 biét gi vé cay co1 khong, Jack?”

“To1 e la khong,” Jack noi, va nhin sang phia t6i, mat ngay ra. “Co
nghi no bi sao vady, Emma?”

“... doi khi, khi toi buc minh voi Artemis...”

“To1... t061 khong biét,” cudi cung tdi noi, va ti€p tuc ddnh may, mat
t61 nong bung.

Puoc thoéi. Pung dé y. Chuyén d6 chang c6 gi quan trong. Toi da tudi
nudc cam cho mot cai cay nho. Thé thi sao chir?

“Co ai nhin thay cai coc World Cup cua té1 dau khong?” Paul budc
vao van phong, nhiu may noéi. “T61 chdng tim thay né ¢ dau ca.”

“... tudn truodc toi danh vo cdi coc cua sép va giau manh vo trong tui
xach...”

Khi that.

Duoc théi. Dung dé y. T61 lai danh v& mot cai cdc nita déy. Chuyén
d6 chang co gi quan trong. Cr tiép tuc danh may.

“Nay Jack,” Nick noi, vo1 giong ban be, dan 6ng vo1 nhau. “Trong
truong hop anh nghi ching t6i chang ¢6 gi vui vé, hay nhin 1én d6!” Anh ta
hat dau vé phia buc hinh mot cip moéng mic quan lot khe in ra tir may
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photo, di dugc treo 1én bang thong bao tir hoi Giang sinh. “Chung t6i van
khong biét d6 13 ai...”

“... t6i dd uong qud chén trong bita tiéc Gidng sinh...”
Puoc rdi, gior thi téi mudn chét day. Ai d6 hay giét t6i di.

“Chao Emma!” giong Katie vang 1én, va t6i nhin 1én thi thay c6 dang
voi v di vao phong, mit hong 1én hao hirc. Khi thdy Jack Harper, co dy
dtng chét sitng. “O!”

“Khong sao dau. Toi chi 1a mdt con rudi dau trén tuong.” Anh ta van
tay than thién véi co dy. “Cu tiép tuc di. Noi bat cur dieu gi cd dang dinh
noi.”

“Chao Katie!” Téi cb géng noi. “Chuyén gi vay?”

Va ngay khi t6i néi tén co 4y, Jack Harper lai nhin 1én, vé tip trung
hién rd trén mat anh ta.

To1 khong thich cai vé tap trung do.

To1 da ndi voi anh ta di€u gi veé Katie chu? Diéu gi nhi? Pau t61 dién
cuong hoi tuong lai. To1 da no1 gi cht? Toi da...

T61 bong cam thay rudt gan minh 19on tung pheo. O1 Chua oi.

“... chung toi co am hiéu bi mdt la khi co ay budc vao noi ‘Toi xem
lai vai con so voi co duoc khong, Emma?’ thi diéu do thuc sy co nghia la
‘Ta sé léen nhanh ra Starbucks...” >

To1 da no1 voi anh ta am hi€u tron viée ctiia chiing t6i. To1 nhin cham
cham tuyé€t vong vao guwong mat hao huc cua Katie, bang cach nao do co
gang truyén dat thong di€p dén véi co ay.

Dung noi diéu do. Pung ndi cau muon xem lai vai con s véi té.
Nhung c6 ay hoan toan khong hiéu.
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“To1 chi... 0...” C6 ay hang giong theo cach hét strc cong viee va liec
nhin Jack Harper mot cach bon chon. “T61 xem lai vai con s0 vo1 ¢ dugc
khong, Emma?”

Me kiép.

Mat t61 tran ngdp mau sac. Ca co thé to1 dau nhéi nhu kim cham. “Co
biet day,” t61 no1 bang giong gia tao, vui ve, “HOm nay c6 vé khong duoc
r01.”

Katie nhin t61 cham cham va1 vé ngac nhién.

“Nhung t61 phai... to1 thuc su can cd xem lai vai con s6 vai t61.” Co
ay gat dau kich dong.

'3,

“To1 dang mac ket vai viéc ¢ day, Katie!” Toi c6 nan ra mot nu cuoi,

d6ng thoi cb gang ra hiéu “Im di!”
“S& khong 1au dau! R4t nhanh théi.”
“That long, t61 khong nghi vay.”
Katie gan nhu nhay 10 co, doi tir chan no sang chan kia.

“Nhung Emma, do l1a nhiing con s0... thuc sy rat quan trong. To1 thuc
sy can... no1 voi ¢6 ve nhitng con so do...”

“Emma.” Giong noi cua Jack Harper khién t61 giat nay ngudi nhu thé
to1 vira bi can. Anh ta cti nguoi veé phia to1, va noi riéng. “Co 1€ ¢6 nén xem
lai nhitng con s6 d6.”

To1 nhin anh ta sling so trong vai gidy, khong noi nén 161, mau don
1én tai.

“Pugc a,” té1 cO gang noi sau mot khoang ngap ngung kha lau.
“Puoc, t01 s€ lam the.”
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Bay

Khi t61 budc doc phé voi Katie, mot nira co thé toi té liét vi hoang so,
ntra con lai thi gan nhu mudén pha 1én cuoi cudng loan. Moi ngudi khac déu
& trong vian phong, cd gang hét stc dé gay an tuong voi Jack Harper. Con
t6i thi & day, tho o tan b di udng cappuccino ngay trudc mat anh ta.

“Té xin 16i d4 cat ngang viéc clia ciu,” Katie vui vé noi, khi chiing t6i
di qua canh ctra quan Starbucks. “Nhat 1 khi Jack Harper & d6 va moi tht.
T& khong hé biét anh ta s& ngdi ¢ d6! Nhung ciu biét day, té khon ngoan
qua phai khong,” c¢6 Ay néi thém dé lam toi yén 1ong. “Anh ta s& khong bao
gid biét chiing ta 1am gi.”

“Chac 1a cau n6i dang,” t61 c6 gang noi. “Ca tri¢u nam nita anh ta
cling chang doan dugc dau.”

“Cau khong sao chir, Emma?” Katie nhin t6i to mo.

“Td khong sao!” t61 ndi kieu nheo nhéo vui nhon. “Té hoan toan
khong sao! Vay... tai sao lai ¢c6 hoi nghi thuong dinh khan cap nay?”

“T& phai n61 véi cau. Cho hai cappucino nhé!” Katie cudi1 hdo huec.
“Céau s¢ khong tin noi dau!”

“Chuyén gi vay?”
“Td c6 mot cude hen. TS da gap mot anh chang maoi!”

“Khong phai thé cha!” toi ndi, nhin c¢6 4y dam dam. “That sao?
Nhanh thé.”
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“U, chuyén d6 xay ra ngay hom qua, dung nhu cau néi! T cd tinh di
bd xa hon binh thuong vao gio dn trua, va té tim thdy mot chd thuc 1a dep
c6 phuc vu bita trua. Va mot anh chang ngodi ban bén canh - anh ay bat
chuyén véi t&. Sau d6 bon té ngdi chung ban va chuyén phiém thém chat
nita... va khi t& ra vé thi anh 4y néi liéu t& c6 mudn di uéng nudce véi anh
ay vao lic nao d6 khong?” Co Ay vira udng cappucino vira cudi rang 1. “Vi
thé t6i nay bon t¢ sé& di choi.”

“That 1a tuyét voi!” to1 vui mung noi. “Vay noi di, anh ay thé nao?”

“Anh Ay rat dang yéu. Anh ay tén la Phillip! Anh dy c6 doi mat sang
lap lanh dang yéu, va anh 4y vo cung hap dan va lich su, va anh ay c6 khiéu
hai hudce tuyét voi...”

“Nghe tuyét day!”

“T§ biét. TG co cam giac rat tét vé anh ay.” Guong mit Katie sang
bung 1én khi ching toi ngdi xubng. “Té thuc sy cam thiy vdy. Anh Ay
duong nhu khac véi nhitng ngudi khac. Va t§ biét diéu nay nghe rat ngd

29

ngan, Emma...” c¢6 4y ludng lu. “Nhung t& cam thay bang cach nao do

chinh cau da mang anh ay dén cho t4.”

“T¢?” To1 ha hoc mom nhin ¢o ay.

“Cau da cho to su tu tin dé néi chuyén véi anh ay.”

“Nhung tat ca nhitng gi té noi la...”

“Cau nodi cau bict td s€ gap a1 do. Cau cé ni€ém tin ¢ td. Va to da gap
duoc!” Mit co ay bat dau lap lanh sang. “Té xin 16i,” c6 ay thi tham, va
cham nhe gidy an vao mat. “Té hoi mat ty chu.”

“O1 Katie.”
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“T& chi thyc sy nghi rang cudc doi t& s€ thay doi. Té nghi moi
chuyén s€ tr& nén tot dep hon. Va tat ca déu nho vao cau, Emmal!”

“Thuec la, Katie,” to1 ling ting. “Pau co6 gi dau.”

“Khong phai 1a khong co gi!” ¢6 4y nudt mot ngum ca phé. “Va to
mudn 1am céi gi do6 cho cau.” Co éy luc loi trong tai va 161 ra mot tam khan
moc 16n mau da cam. “Vi thé dém qua té dd lam cai nay cho cau.” C6 ay
nhin t6i cho doi. “D6 1a mot cai khan tram dau.”

Trong gidy lat, t6i khong cir dong ndi. Mot cai khan méc trim dau.

“Katie,” cuo1 cung toi cling I1én tiéng, l1at di 1at lai d€ xem. “Thuc su,
cau... cau khong can lam nhu vay!”

“Té muon lam! D€ cdm on cau.” Co6 ay nhin t61 sot sang. “Nhat 1a sau
khi cau danh mat chiéc that lung t& moc cho cau hoi Giang sinh.”

“O!” t6i noi, cam giac ti 161 nhoi 1én trong long. “O, dung thé. That...
dang xau ho.” Toi nubt khan. “Cai that lung that dé thuong. T6 rat budn khi
danh mat no.”

“Q, do hoi that!” Mit ¢ ay lai sang 1én. “T¢ ciling sé moc cho ciu
mot cai that lung khac.”

“Khong!” toi hét hoang noi. “Khoéng, Katie, dimng lam thé.”

“Nhung t& mudn lam!” C6 ay vuon nguoi v€ phia trudc va 6m hon
toi. “Ban be 1a thé ma!”

Phai thém hai muoi phit nita chung t6i méi udng nét cdc cappuccino
thir hai va trd lai van phong. Khi ching t6i t6i tdoa nha Panther, t6i liéc nhin
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dong ho deo tay va choang vang thdy ching toi da bién mat tong sd ba
muo1i lam phut.

“Chang tuyét sao khi ching ta c6 médy pha ca phé méi?” Katie néi khi
ching t61 vo1 va leo 1én bac thang.

“Q... ding vay. Tuyét 1am!”

Bung t6i bat ddu nhon nhao khi nghi dén chuyén lai phai d6i mat véi
Jack Harper. T6i chua timg cam thay cing thang dén vay ké tir cai lan thi
kén clarinet nam 16p Mot va khi ngudi cham thi hoi toi tén gi, t6i da oa 1én
khoc.

“Um, hen gap lai ciu sau,” Katie n6i khi chiing t6i téi tang mot. “Va
cam on cau, Emma.”

“Khong co gi,” to1 noi. “Hen gdp cau sau.”

Khi toi bat dau di doc hanh lang vé phia Phong Marketing, t6i nhan
thiy chan minh khong di chuyén nhanh nhu thuong 18. Trén thuc té, khi
cang dén gén cua, doi chan toi lai cang budc cham hon, cham hon... va
cham hon...

Mot c6 thu ky Phong Ké toan vuot qua to1, voi tbc d6 nhanh nhen cta
doi giay cao got, va nhin t61 mot cach la lung.

Oi Chua oi. Toi khong thé vao trong do.

Co, minh c6 thé. Moi chuyén s€ on théi. Minh s€ hét stc yén lang
ngdi xuong va ti€p tuc cong viéc. Co 1€ anh ta con chang nhan ra.

Co 1én. Minh cang lau vao, moi chuyén s€ cang trd nén toi1 t¢. Toi hit
mot hoi thé sau, nham mat lai, budc vai budc vao Phong Marketing, va mo
mat ra.
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C6 mot dam dong huyén nao quanh ban Artemis, va khong c6 dau
hi¢u cua Jack Harper.

“Y 101 1a, c6 1€ anh ay s€ can nhac lai toan cong ty,” ai do dang noi.
“To1 nghe don anh ay c6 mdt dy an bi mat...”

“Anh 4y khong thé tap trung héa chic ning marketing,” Artemis
dang noi, cd gang cao giong hon nhitng ngudi khac.

“Jack Harper dau r61?” to1 hoi, ¢ noi that tu nhién.

“Anh ay d1 r61,” Nick noéi, va t61 cam thay nhe hét ca nguoi. Di roi!
Anh ta da di ro1!

“Anh ta co tr¢ lai khong?”

“T6i khong nghi vay. Emma, c6 da lam xong may burc thu d6 cho toi
chua? Baéi vi t61 da dua cho ¢6 ba ngay trude...”

“Tbi s& lam ngay day,” toi ndi va cudi véi Nick. Khi ngdi xudng ban,
t6i cam thay ngudi minh nhe bang nhu mot qua bong hé li. Toi vui vé da

giay ra, véi lay chai Evian - va dung lai.

C6 mot mau giay gap trén ban phim, voi dong chir “Emma” viét trén
d6 bang loai chir viét tay ma t61 khong nhan ra.

Ngd& ngang, to1 nhin quanh van phong. Khong ai nhin t61, cho to1 tim
thdy mau gidy d6 ca. Trén thuc té, duong nhu khong ai hay biét gi. Ho dang
qua ban ron ndi vé Jack Harper.

To1 cham chap mo to giay ra va nhin tran tran tin nhan bén trong.

Hy vong cuoc gap cua co co hiéu qua. Toi luon thdy nhitng con so

thwe su tao cam hung cho toi.
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Jack Harper

Khéng thé t& hon. Cau dé ciing c6 nghia 1a “Hay don ban”.

Subt thoi gian con lai ciia ngady hom do, t6i ludn & trong trang thai
cing thang. Mdi 1an co ai d6 budc vao, t6i lai gidt minh hoang hét. Va khi
ai d6 bat dau noi to bén ngoai cira vé viée “Jack néi anh dy c6 thé thinh linh
tr¢ lai Phong Marketing,” t6i thuc sy nghi dén chuyén di trén trong nha vé
sinh cho t&i1 khi anh ta bo di.

Vao dang lic déng hd diém 5h30, t6i ngimg danh may & giita cau, tat
may tinh va chdp lay 4o khoac. Toi s& khong chd & d6 dé anh ta xuat hién
lan nira. Toi gin nhu lao xubng cau thang, va chi khi di an toan & bén kia
canh cira kinh 16n t6i méi bat dau thu gian.

Lan duy nhét trong do1 to1, tau dién ngém t61 nhanh mdt cach ky diéu,
va t6i vé toi nha trong vong hai muoi phat. Khi mé cira cin hd, t6i co thé
nghe thiy 4m thanh la tir phong Lissy. Dai loai nhu tiéng thinh thich. C6 18
co dy dang di chuyén db dac.

“Lissy,” toi goi to khi budc vao bép. “Céu s& khong tin ndi chuyén gi
da xay ra hom nay dau.” T6i mé ti lanh, 1ay ra mot chai Evian va ap né vao
cai tran dang nong bimg. Sau mot lic, toi md chai udng vai ngum, rdi di ra
ngoai sanh va thay cira phong Lissy dang m.

“Lissy!” to1 1én tieng. “Cau dang lam cai quai gi...”

Va r61 to1 dung lai, vi budce ra khéi cira khong phai Lissy, ma la mot
nguoi dan Ong.
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Mot ngudi dan ong! Mot anh chang cao gdy mic quan den trong thic
tho1 va deo kinh gong kim loai.

“0,” t6i noi, stng sot. “O... chao anh.”

“Emma!” Lissy noi, budc ra sau anh ta. C6 ay mdc 4o phong véi
chi€éc quan bé mau xam ma t61 chua tirng nhin thay, dang uong moét ly nude
va coO ve sung sot khi nhin thay t61. “Cau vé soém.”

“T¢ biet. TG voi ve.”

“Day la Jean-Paul,” Lissy noéi. “Jean-Paul, ban & cung véi em,
Emma.”

“Chao anh, Jean-Paul,” t61 n6i vo1 nu cuo1 than thién.

“Rat vui dugc gap c6, Emma,” Jean-Paul n61i véi giong Phap.
Chua oi, giong Phap nghe that hip dan. Y t6i 13, don gian 14 vay.
“Jean-Paul va t& chi... im... dang xem lai vai ghi chép,” Lissy noi.
“Q dtng thé,” toi vui vé. “That tuyét!”

Ghi chép. Dung thé. Vi diéu dé thuc sy gy nhiéu tiéng dong.
Lissy qua that dang giau giém diéu gi do!

“Anh phai di day,” Jean-Paul noi, nhin Lissy.

“Pé em tién anh,” c6 4y bdi rdi noi.

r
AA

Co ay bién mat noi cira trude, va t6i co thé nghe thdy hai nguoi dang
thi thim ¢ du cau thang.

To1 uong thém vai ngum Evian, r61 budc vao phong khach va tha
nguoi xuong sofa. Co thé to1 dau nhirc sau mot ngay ngodi ngay do vi cang
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théng. Diéu d6 thuc su rat té cho stc khoe cua t6i. Lam thé quai nao ma toi
co thé song sot ca tuan khi c6 mat Jack Harper day?

“Theé nao?” To1 noi1 khi Lissy quay lai phong. “Coé chuyén gi vay?”
“Y cau la sao?” co ay noi veé che giau.
“Cau va Jean-Paul! Bao lau ro1...”

“Dau co0,” Lissy bat dau noi, mat do 1én. “Dau co... Bon t& xem lai vai
ghi chép ma. Chi co6 vy thoi.”

“Tat nhién ro1.”
“DPung vay ma! Chi co6 vay thoi!”
ay :
“Dugc thoi,” to1 no1, nhudng may. “Neéu cau noi vay.”

Lissy doi khi to ra nhu vay, bén 1€n va ludong cudong. Mot to1 nao do
to1 s€ phai chuoc cho c6 ay say, va c¢6 ay s€ thura nhan.

“Vay ngay hom nay cua cdu thé nao?” c6 ay ndi, ngdi xudng san va
voi1 tay lay mot to tap chi.

Ngay hom nay cia toi thé nao u?
T6i con khong biét phai bat dau tir dau.

“Neay hom nay cua to,” cudi cung toi noi. “Neay hom nay cua té hoi
y y )
giong mgt con ac mong.”

“That sao?”” Lissy noé1, nhin 1én ngac nhién.
C y s C
“Khong, rut lai cau d6. B6 hoan toan la mot con 4c mng.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” Lissy dang tap trung cao do. “Ké t& nghe xem

'9,

nao
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“Puoc roi.” Toi hit mot hoi dai va vudt téc, ban khodn khong biét bat
dau tr dau. “Puogc thdi, cdu con nhd t& co6 chuyén bay kinh khung tir
Scotland vé day tuan trudc chi?”

“Co!” Mat Lissy sang 1én. “Va Connor td1 don cau va moi chuyén hét
stc lang man...”

“Dung thé.” To6i hing giong. “Trudc d6. Trén chuyén bay. C6 mot
nguoi... mot ngudi dan ong ngdi canh t§. Va may bay bi nhiéu loan kinh
khung.” To1 can moi. “Va van dé 13, t& thue su nghi tat ca s& chét va do 1a

29

nguoi cudi cung trén the gion to gap, va... to...

“QOi Chua oi!” Lissy bit tay 1én miéng. “Cau khong lam tinh véi anh ta
day chir.”

“Con t€ hon! Té ndi vo1 anh ta moi bi mat cua td.”

T6i chd doi Lissy ha hoc miéng, hay néi diéu gi d6 thong cam nhu
“Oi khong!” nhung c6 4y nhin toi ngiy ra.

“Nhirng bi mat nao?”
“Nhitng bi mat cta té. Cau biét day.”

Trong Lissy nhu thé t61 vira nd1 voi c6 ay rang to1 ¢ mot cai chan gia
vay.

“Cau co6 bi mat?”
“Tat nhién t& c6 bi mat!” to1 nd1. “Ai chang c6 vai bi mat.”

“T& khong ¢! ¢6 ay ndi ngay lap tuce, trong cd vé bi xtic pham. “T¢
chang c6 bi mat nao.”

“Cau c6 day!”

“Nhu thé nao?”
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“Nhu... nhu... duoc r61.” To61 bat dau dém trén dau ngdn tay. “Cau
khong bao gid no61 voi1 bo rang lan do6 chinh cau da danh mat chiéc chia
khoa gara.”

“Chuyén do lau lam ro61!” Lissy noi vé cot thuong.

“Cau khong bao gio n6i véi Simon 1a cau hy vong anh ay s€ cau hon

2

cau...

“T& dau c6 hy vong nhu vay!” Lissy noi, mat do 1én. “Thé day, duoc
thoi, c6 1€ t& ¢o...”

“Cau nghi rang anh chang khon kho hang x6m si mé cau...”
“Do khong phai 1a b7 mat!” co ay nodi, dao mat.

“O dung. Vay td ndi vdi anh ta nhé?” Toi quay ngudi viron ra cai ctra
g. vay Yy
sO m@. “Nay Mike,” to1 goi. “Doan dugc khong? Lissy nghi rang anh...”

“Durng lai di!” Lissy hét 1én dién cudng.

“Cau thay day? Cau co6 bi mat. Ai cling c6 bi mat. Gido hoang co 1€
cling c6 vai bi mat.”

“Dugc ro1,” Lissy noi. “Dugc roi. Cau ndéi dung. Nhung t& khong
hi€u van dé€ 1a thé nao. Vay la cau da ndéi vai bi mat ctia cau voi mot ga nao
do trén may bay...”

“Va bay giod anh ta xuat hién & chd lam.”
y

“Sa0?” Lissy nhin t6i cham cham. “Cau néi that ddy chu? Anh ta la ai
vay?”’

“Anh ta la...” To1 sap stra noi t€n Jack Harper thi chgt nhé ra 101 hira
cua minh. “Anh ta chi 1a... mot nguo1 té1 d€ quan sat thoi,” t61 ndi mu mo.

“Anh ta c6 phai la cap trén cua cau?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh ta... dGing thé. C6 thé noi ¢ cap khé cao.”

“Q.” Lissy nhiu may, nghi trong vai gidy. “Vay chuyén dé cé thuc su
quan trong? Néu anh ta biét vai diéu vé cau.”

“Lissy, khong chi vai di€u thoi dau.” To61 cam thay hoi d6 mat. “Ma 1a
moi diéu. TG nd1 voi anh ta té viet gid di€m so trén so yéu ly lich.”
“Cau viet gia diém trén so yéu [y lich?” Lissy nhac lai stng sot. “Cau

no6i that day ch?”

“T¢ no1 voi1 anh ta td tudi nude cam cho cai cady nhén cua Artemis, to
noi1 véi anh ta té thay quan lot khe that kho chiu...”

T6i n6i nho dan khi thdy Lissy nhin t6i cham cham, thét kinh.

“Emma,” cuoi1 cung co ay noi. “Cau da bao gio nghe dén cum tur ‘qua
2 y .
nhi€u thong tin’ chua?”

“T& khong dinh noi bat ctr didu gi!” Toi ty bao chita. “Nhing diéu do
ctr tudn ra! TG udng ba ly vodka, va t& nghi bon t& sip chét. Néi thuc day,
Lissy, cau cling s¢ lam vay théi. Moi nguoi la hét, moi nguoi cau nguyen,
may bay rung lic...”

“Vay cau ba hoa moi bi mat vai sép cua minh.”
“Nhung trén may bay thi anh ta ddu phdi sép cta té!” Toi kéu 1én that

vong. “Anh ta chi 1a mot nguoi la. T§ tudng s& chang bao gid gip lai anh

"’

ta
Yén lang hoan toan khi Lissy tiép nhan thong tin nay.

“Cau biét day, chuyén nay giong chuyén da xay ra véi chi ho t6,” cuoi
cung c6 ay noi. “Chi ay té1 mot bita tiéc, va tai do, ngay trudc mat chi ay, la
nguoi bac si da do de cho chi ay hai thang trude.”
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“0.” T61 nhin mit.

“Chinh x4c! Chi ay rat xdu ho, va chi y phai ra vé. Y t6 13, anh ta d3
nhin thdy moi thir. Chi 4y noi diéu d6 khong quan trong luc & trong bénh
vién, nhung khi thdy anh ta ding d6, cAm mot ly ruou vang va chuyén
phiém vé gia nha dat, d6 lai 1a chuyén khéc.”

“Thé day, chuyén nay cling nhu vy,” toi tuyét vong. “Anh ta biét tat
ca nhitng chi tiét ca nhan nhat, riéng tu nhét ciia to. Nhung diéu khac biét
13, t& khong thé ra vé! Té phai ngdi d6 vo nhu minh 1a mot nhan vién tét.
Va anh ta biét t& khong phai vay.”

“Vay cau s¢€ lam gi?”

“T& khong biét! Chac tat ca nhiing gi t& c¢6 thé lam 13 tranh mat anh
ta.

“Anh ta s€ & d6 bao 1au?”
“Dén hét tuan nay,” to1 tuyét vong. “Ca tuan.”

To1 cam dic€u khién tir xa 1€n bat ti vi va trong mot lic chiung to61 ngoi
yén ling xem d4m ngudi mau khiéu vil trong trang phuc quan jean ctia Gap.

Quang céo két thuc, toi ngude 1én va bat gip Lissy dang nhin t6i to
mo.

“Sao?” t61 hoi. “Co chuyén gi vay?”

“Emma...” ¢6 4y lung tang hing giong. “Cau khong c6 bi mat nio
gidu 16 day chir?”

“Giau cqu?” t61 noi, hoi nhiu may.

Mot loat cac hinh 4nh chdp nhoang ludt qua dau té1. Giac mo ky quai
to1 tung co6 ve chuyén Lissy va toi la hai dra dong tinh. Vai lan t61 da mua
ca rot ¢ siéu thi va thé véi ¢6 ay rang do 1a loai hitu co. Ho1 chiing t61 muoi
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lam tuoi, co6 lan c6 ay di Phéap va t61 di choi véi Mike Appleton, anh chang
ma cO ay chét nhu diéu do, va chua bao gio néi véi ¢o ay.

“Khong! Tat nhién 1a khong!” t61 ndi, va udng voi mot ngum nudc.
“Sao chr? Cau co6 bi mat gi gidu td sao?”

Hai cham hong xuat hién trén ma Lissy.

"’

“Khéng, tat nhién 1a t& khong co!” ¢o Ay noi giong khong tu nhién.

“T& chi... ban khoan vay thoi.” C6 Ay véi ldy quyén hudng dan ti vi va bat
dau 1at qua, tranh 4nh nhin cta toi. “Cau biét ddy. Chi vi to mo.”

“Pung thé.” T61 nhin vai. “Té cling vay.”
Ai cha. Lissy ¢6 mot bi mat. Khong hiéu no la gi nhi.

Tat nhién. Nhu chuyén c¢6 4y thyc sy xem lai vai ghi chép v6i anh
chang d6. Co ay nghi t6i 1 con ngdc sao?
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Tam

Sang hom sau tdi t6i chd 1am chi véi mot muc tiéu duy nhat. Tranh
Jack Harper.

Chuyén d6 chic s& don gian thoi. Panther 1a mot cong ty khong 16
trong mot toa nha khong 16. Hom nay anh ta s& ban ron & cic phong ban
khac. C6 18 anh ta s& mic ket vdi ca déng cudc hop. Co 1€ anh ta s€ danh ca
ngay ¢ ting mudi mot hay gi do.

Tuy vay, khi t61 td1 trude canh ctra kinh 16m, budce chan cua to6i cham
lai va t61 bat gap minh nhom vao trong d€ xem anh ta c6 ¢ d6 khong.

“Co khong sao day chir, Emma?” anh chang bao v¢ Dave néi khi
budc td1 mo ctra cho to1. “Trong co that than qua.”

'77

“Khong, t61 van khoe, cdm on!” Toi cuoi nhe, anh mat phong khap

sanh.

T6i khong thiy anh ta & dau. Puoc roi. Chuyén nay s& 6n thoi. Co 18
anh ta con chua t6i. C6 1& hom nay anh ta s& khong t6i. Toi tu tin hat toc vé
phia sau, bu¢c di nhanh nhen qua san da cam thach, va bat dau budc 1én cau
thang.

“Jack!” T6i dot nhién nghe thiy ai d6 goi anh ta khi toi gan ting mot.
“Anh c6 mdt phat khong?”

“Tat nhién.”

D6 1a giong anh ta. Anh ta & chd quai nao...
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T6i bdi r6i quay xung quanh thi thay anh ta & dau cau thang phia trén,
dang noi chuyén vé1 Graham Hillingdon. Tim t61 giat nay 1én, va té1 tom
chit 1ay cai lan can dong. Khi that. Néu bay gio anh ta nhin xudng, anh ta s&
thay toi.

Tai sao anh ta lai phai ding ngay d6? Chang 1& anh ta khong c6 mot
cin phong 16n quan trong nao d6 c6 thé toi u?

Du sao. Chuyén d6 khong quan trong. Toi s€ chi... di vong duong
khac. Rt tir tir, t6i bude lui xudng vai bac cu thang, cb gang khong dap
got gidy 1én san cam thach hay chuyén dong qua dot ngot dé khoi thu hat sy
cht ¥ cua anh ta. Moira & Phong Ké toan budc qua toi khi to6i dang than
trong budc lui lai va nhin t61 la lung, nhung t61 khong quan tadm. To1 phai
tranh di.

Ngay khi vira khuat khoi tdm nhin cta anh ta, t6i thay nhe ca nguoi
va budc di nhanh hon xubng sanh. Toi s& di bang thang may vdy. Khong
van dé gi. Toi tu tin budc ngang qua sanh, va khi t6i giira san da cam thach
rong 16n thi t6i ding phit lai.

“Pung thé.” Lai 1a giong anh ta. Va né duong nhu lai gan hon. Hay
chi 1a do t61 hoang tuong?

“... co I¢ to1 s€ xem qua...”

Pau t6i xoay quanh. Anh ta & ddu chi? Anh ta dang di theo huéng
nao vay?

“... thuc su cho rﬁng...”
Khi that. Anh ta dang xudng cau thang. Chang c6 noi nio dé tron!

Khong kip nghi lai, tdi gin nhu chay t6i ctra kinh, ddy cho né mé ra
va voi va roi khoi toa nha. Toi hap tap lao xudng bac thang, chay khoang
mat tram mét doc phd thi ding lai, thd hon hén.
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Chuyén nay khong hay r0i.

T6i dimg trén via hé trong vai phut dudi 4nh ning budi sang, c6 gang
udc tinh xem anh ta s€ ¢ lai bao lau trong sanh, sau d6 than trong toi gﬁn
ctra kinh mot 1an nira. Chién thuit méi. Toi s& budc toi phong minh that
nhanh, s& khong ai kip nhin thay toi. Vi thé s& khong quan trong chuyén toi
co di ngang qua Jack Harper hay khong. Pon gian t61 s€ sai budc that
nhanh ma khong nhin ngang liéc doc va 6i Chua oi, anh ta dang dimg do,
no1 chuyén voi Dave.

Mac du khong han dinh 1am thé, toi théy minh lai dang chay nguoc
xudng bac thang va chay doc con phd.

Chuyén nay bat dau tré nén ky cuc roi ddy. Toi khong thé & ngoai pho
ca ngay. Toi phai toi ban 1am viéc, ¢b 1én nao, hiy nghi di. Phai c6 duong
vong dé tranh. Phai co...

Pung roi! Toi c6 mot ¥ twong cuc ky thong minh. Viée nay s& hiéu
qua thoi.

Ba phut sau, to1 lai gﬁn canh ctra cua toa nha Panther mot 14n nita,
hoan toan mé mai voi mot bai bao trong t& The Times. To6i khong thé thay
bat cr thir gi xung quanh. Va khong ai c6 thé thay mit t6i. Cai trang thé nay
that hoan hao!

T6i dung vai day cira, budc ngang sanh va 1én thang gac, hoan toan
khong ngang 1én. Trong liic dang sai budc doc hanh lang vé phia Phong
Marketing, t6i cam thdy minh dugc che chd va an toan gidu minh sau to
The Times. Toi nén 1am thé thuong xuyén hon. Khong ai c6 thé thay toi &
day. D6 1a cam giac thuc su viing da, t6i gan nhu v6 hinh, hay...

“O! Xin 16i!”
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T6i da dam phai ai d6. Khi that. T6i ha thap to bao va thay Paul dang
nhin t6i cham chﬁm, xo0a tran.

“Emma, c6 lam cai quai quy gi vay?”
“To1 chi dang doc to The Times,” t01 no1 yéu 6t. “Toi rat xin 101.”

“DPugc ro1. Ma ¢6 da ¢ noi quai quy nao vay? Téi mudn cd chuan bi
tra va ca phé cho cudc hop bod phan. Lic muoi gio.”

“Tra va ca phé nao co a?” t6i ngd ngang. Thuong 1a khong c6 do
uong & cudc hop bo phan. Trén thuc t€, thuong chi c6 khoang sdu nguot co
mat.

“HOm nay ta s€ c6 tra va ca phe,” 6ng ta noi. “Va banh quy. Puoc
cht? O, va Jack Harper cling s& tGi.”

“Sao?” T61 nhin Ong ta rung roi.

“Jack Harper ciing sé& t&i,” Paul nhac lai vé hét kién nhan. “Vi thé hay
nhanh chan 1én.”

“To1 ¢6 phai téi do khong a?” t61 héi trude khi kip ngan minh.
“Sa0?” Paul nhiu may nhin t6i cham cham.

“T6i chi khong biét lidu tdi... co phai téi d6, hay liéu...” toi néi nho
dan, yéu 6t.

“Emma, néu c6 c6 thé phuc vu tra va ca phé b::fmg dién tin,” Paul mia
mai, “khi d6 c6 hoan toan c6 thé ngdi nguyén tai ban. Néu khong, phién ¢
nhanh chong sang s6 va t6i phong hop that nhanh. C6 biét ddy, vdi mot
ngudi mudn thing tién trong sy nghiép thi...” Ong ta lic dau budc di.

Sao ngdy hom nay c6 thé toi té dén vay khi toi con chua kip ngoi
xudng chu?
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To1 vt tai xach va do khoac & ban, nhanh chéng di xudi hanh lang toi
thang may, va bam nat Lén. Lat sau, mot tiéng binh vang 18n, va cira thang
may mo ra.

Khong. Khong.
Pay la mot gidc mo toi té.

Jack Harper dang dirng mot minh trong thang may, mdc quan jean cii
va ao len cashmere mau nau.

Trudce khi kip ngan minh, to1 giat minh lui lai mot budce. Jack Harper
cat dién thoai di, nghiéng dau ngo ra va nhin toi do hoi.
“C0 c¢06 vao thang may khong vay?” anh ta hoi nhe nhang.

T6i nghen hong. Toi biét ndi gi chir? Toi khong thé nodi “Khong, toi

",

chi bam thang mdy cho vui théi, ha ha
“Co a,” cudi cung t6i ndi va budc vao thang may voi doi chan cimg
do. “Cé chu.”
Cira thang may dong lai, va ching toi bat dau di 1én trong yén lang.

Bung 6i co thit lai cing thing.

“Om, anh Harper,” t6i lang tung Ién tiéng, va anh ta nhin lén. “Toi chi
muon xin 101... v€ man kich tron viéc hom trudc. Chuyén do sé khong xay
ra ntra.”

“Bay gid ¢6 dd c6 loai ca phé ubng dugc rdi,” Jack Harper noi,
nhudéng may. “Vi thé c¢6 khong can phai téi Starbucks, trong bat ¢t trudng
hop nao nira.”
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“Tbi biét. Toi rat xin 161,” toi nodi, mat nong bing 1én. “Va t6i xin dam
bao véi anh, d6 14 1an cudi cing toi lam mot viéc nhu vay.” Toi hang giong.
“To1 tan tam tan luc vaoi Panther, va t61 mong dugc phuc vu cong ty nay tbt
hét sirc ¢6 thé, cong hién mot trim phan trim, mdi ngay, by gid va trong
tuong lai.”

To1 gan nhu mudn nod1 thém “Amen”.

“Thuc sao?” Jack nhin t61, mi¢ng hoi giat giat. “Thé thi... that tuyéet.”
Anh ta nghi mdt lat. “Emma, c6 c6 gitt dugc bi mat khong?”

“C0,” t01 no1 bt rat. “Chuyén gi vay?”
Jack nghiéng lai gan t6i thi thAm, “Téi ciing ting tron lam.”
“Sa0?” Toi nhin anh ta cham cham.

“Hbi 1am cong viéc dau tién,” anh ta tiép tuc bang giong binh thuong.
“T6i c6 mot ngudi ban hay choi cing. Ching t6i cling c6 4m hiéu.” Mat
anh ta l4p lanh. “Mot trong hai ching t6i s& yéu cau nguoi kia mang ho so
Leopold dén.”

“Hb so Leopold 1a hd so gi a?”

“N6 khong ton tai.” Anh ta cudi ngoac miéng. “Pé chi 1a 1y do dé
chung t6i chudn khoi ban.”

“Oi. O, dung thé!”
T6i dot nhién cam thay kha hon.

Jack Harper cling tung tron viéc? Toi tuong anh ta qua ban ron véi
viéc la mot thién tai ndng dong sang tao xuat sac, hoac l1a mdt nhan vat xuat
ching nao do chu.

Thang may dung ¢ tang 3 va cua m¢ ra, nhung khong ai budc vao.
“Vay, dong nghiép cta cd cd vé toan nhitng ngudi dé chiu,” Jack néi khi
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chung t6i tiép tuc di 1én. “Mot nhom siéng nang va rat than thién. Co phai
ho ludn luoén nhu vay?”

“Chiac chan roi!” toi n6i ngay lap tac. “Chung toi thich hop tac voi
nhau, trong mot moi truong hoa nhap, hi€u qua, o... 1am viéc nhom...” To1
dang cb gang nghi dén maot tir that dai nita thi gap phai sai 1am 14 nhin vao
mat anh ta.

Anh ta biét chuyén d6 chi 1a vé van, phai khong nao?
Oi Chua oi. Tbi noi thé thi ich gi chi?

“DPugc thol.” Toi tya nguoi vao tuong thang may. “Trong doi thyec,
chung t6i khong hé cu xtr nhu vay. Paul thuong quat 1én véi t6i khoang sau
lan mdi ngay, con Nick va Artemis thi ghét nhau, va ching toi khong hay
ngéi thao luan vin hoc. Tét ca déu 1a gia tao hét.”

“Co lam t61 ngac nhién.” Miéng anh ta giat giat. “Khong khi trong
Phong Hanh chinh cling c6 vé rat gia tao. Mdi nghi ngd cua ti bi khudy
dong khi c6 hai nhan vién bdng dung bat dau hat bai hat cua Panther mot
cach tu phat. Toi con khong biét 1a Panther firng c6 bai hat riéng co ddy.”

“To1 cling vay,” to1 ngac nhién. “No c6 hay khong?”

“C0 nghi sao?” Anh ta nhudng may hai hudc va to61 cuot khiuc khich.
That ky la, nhung khong khi gitra chiing t61 khong con lung ting xa la nira.
Trén thuc té, t61 gin nhu cam thiy chung toi 13 ban bé tir 1au hay gi d6.

“Thé con Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty,” anh ta néi. “C6 c6 mong cho téi
ngay d6?”

“Nhu bi nho rang vay,” toi thang thimg.

“T6i cling cd cam gidc d6.” Anh ta gat dau, trong co vé thich thu.
“Va...” Anh ta ludng ly. “Moi ngudi nghi thé nao vé t6i?” Anh ta diém
nhién dua tay vo toc. “C6 khong phai tra 161 néu khong mubn.”
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“Khong, mo1 nguoi déu thich anh!” T6i nghi mét lat. “Mac du... ¢o
nguoi nghi ban anh co6 vé dang sg.”

“Ai, Sven u?” Jack nhin t6i cham cham trong mot phut, sau d6 ngang
dau 1én va cuoi 10n. “T6i co thé dam bao véi ¢, Sven 1a mét trong nhiing
nguoi ban than nhat, ldu nim nhét cua toi, va anh éy khong hé dang s¢ chut
nao. Trén thyuc té...”

Anh ta nging lai giita chimg khi cira thang may kéu binh mot tiéng.
C4 hai chung t61 cung tr¢ lai vé madt binh than va ding hoi dich ra. Cua
thang may md ra, va bung to1 quan 1én.

Connor dang dung ¢ phia bén kia canh cua.

Khi nhin thdy Jack Harper, mit anh sang bung 1én nhu thé anh khong
tin vio may man ctia minh.

“Chao anh!™ t61 noi, c6 gang té ra tu nhién.
“Chao,” anh n61, mat sang 1€n hao htrc, va budc vao thang may.
“Chao anh,” Jack néi vui vé. “Anh 1én tdng nao vay?”

“Cho t6i tang chin,” Connor néi. “Anh Harper, cho phép t6i ty gidi
thi¢u that nhanh?” Anh hdm h¢ dua tay ra. “Connor Martin & Phong Nghién
ctru. Anh sé t6i tham bo phan chung toi trong ngay hém nay day.”

“That han hanh duoc gap anh, Connor,” Jack an can. “Nghién ctru la
bd phan hét strc quan trong trong mét cong ty nhu ciia chung ta.”

“Anh noi rat dang!” Connor néi, trong rat hdi hop. “Trén thuc té, toi
nong long dugc thio luin voi anh nhitng két qua nghién ctru méi nhat vé
Po6 Thé thao Panther. Chung t6i dd c6 mot s6 két qua tha vi lién quan dén
thi hiéu cta khach hang vé do day cua vai. Anh sé rit stmg s6t!”

“T61... chac s€ nhu vay,” Jack néi. “T61 mong chd dén luc do.”
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Connor hao htrc cuoi voi toi.

“Anh di gip Emma Corrigan ctia Phong Marketing?”” anh 4y néi.
“Pung, chiing t6i da gip nhau.” Mat Jack 16e sang vé phia toi.
Chung t6i di thém vai gidy trong khong khi yén ling bat tién.
Chuyén nay that ky cuc.

Khéng. Chang ¢ gi ky cuc. Moi chuyén déu 6n.

“May gio 10i ay nhi?” Connor néi. Anh liéc nhin dong ho va véi doi
chut kinh hoang, t6i thdy mat Jack ciing hudng vé phia né.

Oi Chua oi.

“..tang anh dy chiéc dong hé rat ding yéu, nhung anh dy lai deo

chiéc dong ho ky thudt so mau cam...”

“Cho chat!” Jack noi, mat sang bung 1én. Anh ta nhin Connor cham
cham nhu thé thay anh lan dau. “Cho chut. Anh 1a Ken.”

Oi khong.
Oi khong, 6i khong, 6i khong, 6i khong, 6i khong...
“La Connor,” Connor ngd ngang noi. “Connor Martin.”

“Téi xin 16i!” Jack dap tay vao tran. “Tat nhién. Va hai ngudi...” - anh
ta chi vao to1 - “... 1a mgt cap?”

Connor trong c6 vé khong thoai mai.

“To1 ¢6 thé dam bao vo1 anh, rang & cho lam moi quan hé cia ching
to1 hoan toan la quan hé¢ dong nghi¢p. Tuy nhién, & noi riéng tu, Emma va
to1 la... ding thé, ching t61 c6 moi quan hé ca nhan.”
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“Piéu d6 that tuyét voi!” Jack khich 1€, va Connor cuo1 rang rd, nhu
mot bong hoa né bimg trong ning.

“That ra,” anh néi thém déy tr hao. “Emma va to1 vira quyét dinh s€
chuyén t6i & chung.”

“Vay sao?” Jack ban sang t01 cai nhin thuc su kinh ngac. “D¢ la... tin
tuyét voi. Hai nguoi dua ra quyét dinh d6 tir khi nao?”

“Chi vai ngay trude,” Connor néi. “O san bay.”

“O san bay,” Jack Harper nhic lai sau mét thoang yén lang. “Tha vi

29

lam.

To61 khong dam nhin sang Jack Harper. Toi tuy€t vong nhin tran tran
xudng san. Sao cai thang may khén kiép nay khong thé di nhanh hon chir?

“To1 chac hai ban s€ rat hanh phuc bén nhau,” Jack Harper noi voi
Connor. “Hai nguoi c6 vé rat hop nhau.”

“Q, dung vay!” Connor noi ngay lap tirc. “Ca hai ching t6i déu thich
jazz, 6 1a diém khai dau.”

“That vay sao?” Jack trAm ngdm. “Anh biét day, t6i khong thé nghi
dén diéu gi tuyét diéu hon trén thé gidi ndy so v6i mot tinh yéu chung doi
vo1 nhac jazz.”

Anh ta ldy diéu d6 ra lam trd cuoi. Chuyén nay that khong chiu dung
“That sao?” Connor hao hurc.

“Chéc chén 16i.” Jack gat dau. “Hai ban c6 thé trd chuyén vé jazz,
va... phim cia Woody Allen.”
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“Chung t61 cling thich phim ciia Woody Allen!” Connor noi voi vé
vui sudng stmg sét. “Phai khong, Emmal”

“Pung,” t61 nd1 voi giong hot khan. “Dung vay.”
“Connor, cho to1 biét,” Jack n61 bang giong bi an. “Anh co6 thay...”
Neéu anh ta no61 “diém G”, t61 s€ chét. Toi sé chét. To1 s€ chet.

2

“... sy c6 mat cua Emma ¢ day lam anh sao lang? Bai vi néu la toi thi

'7,

to1 s€ thay nhu vay!” Jack mim cuo1 than thién vé1 Connor, nhung Connor

khong cuoi dap lai.

“Nhu t61 da noi, thua anh,” anh néi, hoi ciing nhic. “Emma va t6i c6
moi quan hé hoan toan trén co s¢ cong viée trong khi & chd 1am. Chung toi
khong bao gid mo dén viéc lam dyung thoi gian cua cong ty vi... viée riéng
ctia chung t6i.” Anh d6 mit. “Khi dung tlr viéc riéng, t6i khong ¢ y... Y toi
la...”

“T6i rat mimg khi nghe diéu d6,” Jack noi, tréng c6 vé thich thu.
Chua o1, tai sao Connor lai phai 1én mat dao dirc nhu thé chi?

Thang méy lai binh, va cam giac khudy khoa ta dén trong t6i. On
Chua, cudi cing toi ciing c6 thé tron thoat...

“Cd6 vé nhu chung ta cung té1 mot noi,” Jack Harper no1 véi mot nu
cuoi rong ngoac. “Connor, sao anh khong dan duong nhi?”

T6i khong thé chiu dung ndi chuyén nay. Pon gian 14 toi khong thé
chiu noi. Luc rét tra va ca phé cho moi ngudi trong Phong Marketing, bé
ngoai trong toi binh than ddy, mim cudi va tham chi con chuyén tro vui vé
v6i moi ngudi. Nhung bén trong, t6i vo ciing bat 6n va bdi roi. To6i khong
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muon thtra nhan di€éu d6 véi1 chinh minh, nhung nhin Connor qua d6i mat
Jack Harper thyc su khién t61 chodng vang.

T6i yéu Connor, t6i di tu noi véi minh hét 1an nay toi 1an khac. To6i
khong dinh néi bat ctr didu gi t6i d3 noi trén may bay. Toi yéu anh. Toi dua
mat nhin guong mit anh, cd ging doan chic véi minh nhu vay. Khong nghi
ngd gi vé chuyén d6. Connor trong dep trai theo bat cir tiéu chuan nao. Anh
c6 strc khoe tot. Toc sang bong va mat xanh va lam dong tién tuyét dep khi
cuoi.

Jack Harper, mat khac, trong mét moi va bu xu. Anh ta c6 vét tham
quang dudi mat va toc tai rii rugi loa xoa. Va co ca 16 thung & quan jean.

Nhung du nhu vay. Nhu thé anh ta c6 mét loai nam cham nao do. Toi
dang ngdi ddy, sy chu ¥ cta toi huéng thang dén céai xe ddy d6 udng, tuy
nhién thé nao d6 ma toi lai khong thé roi mat khoi anh ta.

D6 1a vi chuyén chiéc méy bay, t6i ty néi v6i minh nhu vay. Chi 1a
bdi vi ching t6i di cung trai qua mot vu chan dong, d6 1a 1y do. Khong co
1y do nao khac.

“Chung ta can c6 16i suy nghi truc dién hon.” Paul dang noi. “Thanh
keo Panther chua c6 két qua t6t nhu mong mudn. Connor, anh ¢ s6 lidu
thong ké nghién ctru méi nhat cha?”

Connor dtng 18n, va toi cam thiy thoang e so thay anh. T6i c6 thé
biét chac anh dang rat cing thang vi anh cir lién tuc s vao cd tay 4o.

“Pung thé, Paul.” Anh nhac mét tap ho so 1én va hiang giong. “Trong
cudc khao sat méi nhat cia chung toi, 1000 thiéu nién da dugc phong van
vé cac khia canh cta thanh keo Panther. Khong may, két qué chua dan dén
két luan cubi cing.”

Anh bam diéu khién tir xa. Mot biéu d6 xuat hién trén man hinh sau
lung anh, va ching t61 déu ngoan ngoan nhin vao do.
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“Bay muoi tu phan tram tré em tir 10 dén 14 tudi cam thay loai keo
d6 nén dai hon,” Connor néi hang hai. “Tuy nhién, sau muoi bay phan trim
thiéu nién tir 15 dén 18 tudi cam thiy keo nén gion hon, trong khi hai muoi
hai phan trim cam thiy keo nén bét gion di...”

T6i liéc qua vai Artemis va thay co ta viét ‘Dai/gion hon??” vao sd
ghi chép.

Connor lai bam diéu khién tir xa, va mot bi€u do khac lai xuat hién.

“46 phan tram tré em tir 10 dén 14 tudi cam thay vi cia n6 qua thom.
Tuy nhién, 33 phan trim thiéu nién tir 15 dén 18 tudi cam thay keo chua du
thom, trong khi...”

Oi Chta oi. Toi biét d6 1a Connor. Va toi yéu anh 4y va moi thi.
Nhung chang 1& anh khong thé khién moi thr trd nén thu vi hon mét chut

sao?

T6i liéc sang phia Jack Harper dé xem anh ta tiép nhan thé nao va anh
ta nhudng may vé phia toi. Ngay lap tirc t6i d6 mat, cam thdy nhu minh
dang phan bai.

Anh ta s€ nghi to61 dang cudi1 Connor. Ma t61 dau c6. T61 dau co cuoi.

“Va 90 phan tram nir thiéu nién thich lugng ca lo giam di,” Connor
két luan. “Nhung cung ti 1¢ d6 mudn co6 16p vo s6 co la day hon.” Anh nhin
vai vé bat luc.

“Ho khong biét minh mudn cai quai gi nira,” ai do noi.

“Chung t61 da tham do mot by phan 16n thanh thiéu nién,” Connor

29

noi, “bao gdom nguoi da trang, ngudi Caribé ngudi Phi, nguoi A, va... 0...
anh ay li€c nhin vao giay. “Céc hi¢p si Jedi.”

“Thiéu nién!” Artemis noi, dao mat.
9
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“Hay nd1 ngan gon vé thi truong myc ti€éu, Connor,” Paul nhiu may

“Thi truong muc ti€u cua chuing ta...” Connor tham khao mot tap hd
so khac, “cd d6 tudi tir 10 toi 18, dang di hoc ca ngay hoic nira ngay. Ho
uéng dd uéng Panther bon 1an mét tuan, dn banh mi kep ba 14n mot tuan, di
xem chiéu bong hai 14n mot tuan, doc tap chi va truyén tranh chtr khong doc
sach, nhiéu kha ning s& dong y vdi tuyén bd veé 16i song ‘Quan trong 1a thu
vi chtr khong phai 12 giau’...” anh nhin 1én. “T6i tiép tuc nhé?”

“Ho c6 an banh mi nudéng vao bita sang khong?” ai d6 tram ngam.
“Hay ngti c6c¢?”

“Téi... toi khong chic,” Connor ndi, 14t nhanh qua nhiing trang gidy.
“Chiing t6i c¢6 thé nghién ctru thém...”

“Co 1€ chung t61 da hinh dung dugc tinh hinh,” Paul né1. “Co ai c6 y
tudng gi vé chuyén nay khong?”

Subt khoang thoi gian nay, toi di cb 1ay hét can dam dé Ién tiéng, va
gi0 day to1 hit mQt hoi that sau.

“Céc ban biét déy, ong to1 rat thich thanh keo Panther!” t6i noi. Moi
ngudi déu xoay ngudi trén ghé dé nhin t6i, va toi cam thdy mit minh néng
bung.

“Chuyén do thi co lién quan gi ¢ day cha?” Paul ndi kem mot cai
s Yy :
nhiu may.

“To1 chi nght to1 c6 thé...” t61 nudt nudce bot. “To1 cod thé hoi xem 6ng
nghi gi...”

“V1 tat ca sy ton trong, Emma,” Connor noi, voi mdt nu cuoi gan
nhu ha co, “6ng em hau nhu khong thudc doi tuong muc ti€u ctuia ching ta

'9,

ma

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tru khi 6ng ay bat dau an tir hoi rat tré,” Artemis cham biém.
To1 d6 mat, thay minh that ngu ngdc, va vo sap x€p lai may tli tra.

No61 mot cach trung thuc, t61 cam théy hoi bi xic pham. Tai sao
Connor phai néi diéu d6? Téi biét anh mudn hoan toan tap trung vao cong
viéc va cu xtr dung quy tac khi ching t6i & chd lam. Nhung diéu d6 khong
dong nghia v4i viéc phai ddi xtr té voi toi, phai khong nao? La toi thi toi s&
lu6n bao v¢ anh.

“Quan diém cua riéng t61,” Artemis dang noéi, “la néu thanh keo
Panther khong hiéu qud, chiing ta nén chat phang n6 di. N6 rd rang 1a mot
san pham c6 van de.”

T6i nhin 1én hoang sg. Ho khong thé tir bo thanh keo Panther!
Ong t6i s& mang gi toi giai bowling day?

“Chéc chan 13 qua trinh thay doi thuong hiéu huéng dén khach hang
va hoan toan dua trén chi phi...” ai d6 bat dau.

“T6i khong dong y.” Artermis vuon ngudi vé phia trude. “Néu chung
ta mudn toi da hoa d6i moi tu duy theo cach hop 1y va hiéu qua thi chic
chan chiing ta can tap trung vao nhiing thé manh chién luoc...”

“Xin 16i,” Jack Harper noi, gio tay 1én. Day la 1an dau tién anh ta lén
tiéng, va moi ngudi quay sang nhin. Khong khi chd doi treo lo ling trong
khong gian, va Artermis do birng mat ty man. “Vang, thua anh Harper?” co
ta noi.

“T6i khong hiéu co dang noi vé diéu gi,” anh ta noi.

Ca cin phong lao xao stimg sbt, va toi khit mii cudi du khoéng c6 ¥
1am thé.
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“Nhu moi nguoi biét ddy, toi da roi vii dai kinh doanh mot thoi gian.”
Anh ta mim cudi. “Liéu c6 c6 thé dich nhitng diéu cb vira noi sang tiéng
Anh binh thuong khong?”

“0,” Artemis noi, trong cd vé khong thoai mai. “Thi t6i chi don gian
muon noéi rang, tor quan diém chién lugc, mac du voi tam nhin cta cong ty
ching ta...” co ta n61i nho dan khi thay vé mat cia anh ta.

“Co thu lai lan nira xem,” anh ta tir té. “Ma khong sir dung dén tu
chién luoc.”

“0,” Artemis lai noi, va xoa miii. “Um, t6i chi dinh néi rang... ching
ta nén... tap trung vao... vao nhirng gi ching ta lam t6t.”

“A1” Mat Jack Harper 16e sang. “Gid thi toi hiéu roi. Hay tiép tuc di
nao.”

Anh ta liéc nhin t61, ddo mat va cudi, va to1 khong thé khong cuoi lai
chut xiu.

Sau cudc hop, moi ngudi dan tudn ra khéi phong, van con chuyén tro,
con to1 di quanh ban, don tach ca phé.

“Rat tuyét khi dugc gip anh, anh Harper,” t0i co thé nghe tiéng
Connor hao htrc. “Néu anh muén c6 mot ban bai trinh bay cia toi...”

“Anh biét day, co 1& diéu do khong can thiét,” Jack noi bang giong
kho khan va hoi giéu cot. “C6 18 toi da it nhiéu nam duoc ¥ chinh.”

Oi Chua oi. Chang 1& Connor khong nhan ra minh dang ¢6 ging qua
muc?
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T6i xép can xung nhitng chiéc tach thanh timg chong bap bénh trong
xe, sau d6 bat dau thu nhit gidy goi banh quy.

“Bay gio toi phai toi xuong thiét ké ngay,” Jack Harper noi, “nhung
t61 khong nhé no ¢ dau...”

“Emma!” giong Paul gay gat. “Co c6 thé din dudng cho Jack téi
Xxuong thiét ké duge khong? Co c6 thé don dep sau.”

T6i chét siing, nam chit td gidy boc banh kem.
Xin dimng thé nita chu.

“Tat nhién,” cuoi cung to1 cliing cO gang noi. ““To1 rat han hanh Lo1
5
29

nay.

T6i nguong nghiu dan Jack Harper ra khoi phong hop va bat dau di
canh anh ta doc hanh lang. Mit toi hoi rAm ran khi moi nguoi ¢ gang
khong nhin chung t6i cham cham, va t6i nhan thdy moi ngudi khac ¢ hanh
lang bong bién thanh nhitng con robot e dé ngay khi ho thy anh ta. May
nguoi & cac van phong lién d6 dang huych nhau day hao huec, va t6i nghe
thay it nhat mot nguoi rit 1én, “Anh ta t6i kia!”

C6 phai moi chuyén déu nhu vay & bat cir dau Jack Harper t6i?

“Vay,” anh ta bat chuyén sau mot lac. “Co s€ chuyén vao ¢ cung voi
Ken.”

“La Connor,” t01 n6i. “Va ding thé.”
“C6 mong doi to1 luc do?”
“Vang. Ping the.”

Chung t6i t6i thang may va t6i bam nat. Toi cd thé cdm thdy dnh mat
gidu cot cia anh ta hudng vao t6i. Toi ¢6 thé cam thdy anh mat do.
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“Sao co a?” to1 hot véi vé ty vé, quay sang nhin anh ta.

“T6i cO nodi gi sa0?” Anh ta nhudng may. Khi thiy vé mat cia anh ta,
t6i cam thdy dau nhoi. Anh ta biét gi vé chuyén d6 chu?

“To1 biét anh dang nghi gi,” to1 nodi1, hat cao cam budng binh. “Nhung
anh nham r61.”

“T61 nham?”
“DPuing thé! Anh... hiéu 1am r61.”
“Hiéu lam?”

Trong nhu thé anh ta mudn cudi, va mot giong no1 nho trong dau bao
t6i dimg lai. Nhung t6i khong thé. Toi phai giai thich v6i anh ta moi chuyén
1 thé nao.

“Nghe ndy. T6i biét co thé toi di budbng ra mot sb... nhin xét nhat
dinh trén may bay.” T6i bat dau, nam chit tay. “Nhung diéu anh can phai
biét 1a cude noi chuyén d6 dién ra trong hoan canh cyuc doan, bi de doa tinh
mang, va to1 noi rat nhiéu diéu ma toi khong thuc su c6 ¥ do. Thuc ra la rét
nhiéu diéu!”

P6! Diéu d6 sé& cho anh ta thay.

“To1 hieu,” Jack noi tram ngam. “Vay... ¢6 khong thich mon kem so
co la Haagen-Dazs.”

T6i nhin anh ta, lo lang.

“To1...” to1 hang giong vai lan. “Rdo rang ¢ mot vai di€u to1 noi la
chinh xac...”

Cura thang may binh binh m¢ ra, va ca hai ching t61 cung giat minh
nhin I€n.
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“Jack!” Cyril noi & phia bén kia cira. “T6i dang ban khoan khong biét
anh ¢ dau.”

“T6i dang c6 cudc chuyén trd thu vi véi Emma day,” Jack noi. “Co ay
that tir té khi dé nghi ddn dudng cho t6i.”

“A.” Mit Cyril nhin lén t6i thd bao. “Ho dang chd anh & xudng.”
“Vay, om... chéc toi s& di,” toi lung ting.

“Hen gap co sau,” Jack nod1 va cudi 1on. “Rat vui dugc noéi chuyén vaoi
c0, Emma.”
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Chin

Khi roi vin phong t6i hom do, toi cam thay bi kich dong nhu mot
trong nhitng qua cau tuyét d6 vay. Toi da rat hai long duoc 1a mot ngudi
dan nho bé té nhat binh thuong. Nhung gio Jack Harper da té1 lay dong to1,
va nhitng bong tuyét bay tung khap noi, xoay tron theo cac hudng, khong
con biét chung nghi gi nira.

Va nhitng manh sang lap lanh nira. Nhitng manh hdo htc 4m tham
sang choi.

MJi 1an bat gap anh mat anh ta hodc nghe giong ndi cta anh ta, nhu
thé c6 mot miii tén phong vao nguc toi.

Piéu do that 13 16 bich. L bich.

Connor la ban trai toi. Connor la twong lai cua t61. Anh yéu toi va toi
yé€u anh va t6i s€ chuyén tdi song cung anh. Va chung t61 s€ ¢ san go, cua
sap, va ban bép bang da granit. Pa rat gan t&i dicu do.

Da rat gan té1 diéu do.

T6i vé nha va thdy Lissy dang quy gbi trong phong khach, giup
Jemima chui vao chiéc vay da 16n mau den chat nhit toi timg thay.

“Ai cha!” toi noi khi dat tai xudng. “That tuyét!”

“P6!” Lissy tho hon hén, va ngdi 1én got chan. “Khoa da dugc kéo
xong. Cau c6 tho dugc khong?”

Jemima khong dong ddy chut ndo. Lissy va toi liéc nhin nhau.
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“Jemima!” Lissy hoang hot. “Cau co thd duge khong day?”

“Hau nhu 1a c6,” cudi cung Jemima cling 1én tiéng. “T& s€ on thoi.”
Rat tir tlr, v&i mot co thé cing do, co ta 1lao dao t6i chd chiéc tui Louis
Vuitton dang nam trén ghé.

“Chuyén gi s€ xdy ra n€u cau can vao nha v¢ sinh?” to61 néi, nhin co ta
chong choc.

“Hoac veé nha anh ta?” Lissy vira n6i vura cuo1 khuace khich.

“Méi chi 1a cudc hen thir hai! Té s& khong vé chd anh ay!” Jemima
hoang hét. “D6 khong phai 1a cach...” co ta vat 1on dé tho, “... dé c6 dugc
mot vién da trén ngdn tay.”

“Nhung néu cac cau bi cuon theo ham muon?”
“Néu anh ta vuot ve cau trén taxi?”

“Anh 4y khong nhur vay,” Jemima noi, kém theo cai dao mat. “Anh ay
tinh c& 1a Tro 1y thir nhat cua Thir tredng B Ngan khd.”

To1 bat gap anh mat cua Lissy va vi khong thé nin dugc, to1 lién phi
Cuol.

“Emma, dirng cuo1,” Lissy noi, khong dé 10 cam xtc gi. “Chang co gi
khong 6n véi viée lam bd trudng hét. Anh ay ludn ¢6 thé tién lén, kiém cho
minh mot vai bang cap...”

“O ha ha, bu6n cuo1 lam day,” Jemima cau kinh. “Céc cau biét day, s€
c6 ngay anh ay duoc phong tudc hiép si. Lic do6 chac cac cau khong cuoi
duoc nira dau.”

“0, t& cho rang t& s& cuoi,” Lissy noi. “Tham chi con hon the.” Co ay
dot nhién chim cha dén Jemima, lac d6 van dang dung canh ghé, co véi lay
cai tii. “O1 Chuia oi! Cau tham chi khong thé véi dugce céi tai, phai khong?”
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“T& co6 the!” Jemima noi, thuc hién no lyc tuyét vong cudi cung dé
y

cui nguot. “Tat nhién 1a t¢ c6 the. Do!” Co ta xoay x& nhac cai quai ti lén

bang dau mong tay son bong, va dic thang deo 1én vai. “Thay cht?”

“Thé néu anh ta goi y khi€u vii?” Lissy tinh quai hoi. “Luc do cau sé
lam gi?”

Mot anh nhin hoang mang lu6t qua mat Jemima, ro1 bi€én mat.

“Anh 4y s& khong 1am vay dau,” co ta néi vé khinh miét. “Pan 6ng
Anh khong bao gio goi y khiéu vii.”

“Hop ly day.” Lissy cuoi ngoac. “Chuc cau vui veé.”

Khi Jemima bién mat ngoai ctra, to1 ndng né€ tha nguol xuong sofa va
voi lay mot to tap chi. To1 ngude 1én Lissy, nhung c6 ay dang nhin vé phia
trude voi mot thoang ban tam trén mat.

“Cé diéu kién!” c¢6 ay dot nhién noi. “Tat nhién! Sao minh cé thé
ngoc vay nhi?”

Co ay so soang tim bén dudi sofa, 161 ra vai mau tro choi 6 chir duoc
cat ra tor may to bdo cili va bat dau luc tim.

Thuc tinh. Ctr nhu thé viéc 1a mot lut su hang dau con chua dung hét
tri ndo ctia minh vy, Lissy sudt ngay choi 6 chit va choi cd tuéng qua thu,
va nhat 13 nhiing cAu do doi hoi tri ndo dic biét ma co 4y lay tir nhom
nhimg nguoi 1ap di dic biét théng minh cta minh. (T4t nhién nd khong
dugc goi nhu vay. N6 duoc goi 1a cai gi do dai loai nhu “Tri tu€ - cho nhiing
ngudi thich suy nghi’. Sau d6 ¢ bén dudi ngiu nhién nhic dén chuyén ta
can ¢ chi s6 1Q 600 dé gia nhap.)

Va néu khong thé gidi mot cau do, co s€ khong cur thé ném no di va
noi “cau do6 ngu ngdc” nhu té1 s€ lam. Co6 cat nod di. Ro1 khoang ba thang
sau, khi ching t61 dang xem FEastEnders hoac chuong trinh gi do, co dot
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nhién nghi ra cau trd 101. Va ¢6 sung sudng mé ly! Chi bo1 vi co tim dugc tu
cuodi cung trong 6 chir, hodc bat ké cai gi.

Lissy 1a ban than nhat cta toi, va t6i thuc su yéu quy c6. Nhung doi
khi t6i thuc su khdng hiéu co.

“Cai gi vay?” t6i hoi khi co viét cau tra 1oi. “Mot tro choi 6 chir tir
ndm 1993?”

“Ha ha,” co lo dang. “Vay tdi nay cau lam gi?”

“T¢ dinh s€ c6 mdt buoi to1 yén tinh,” to1 noi, lat qua to tap chi.
“Thuc ra, to c6 thé don dep lai ti quan 40,” t61 no1 thém, khi dua mat nhin
dén bai bdo Cham soc can thiét doi voi tu quan do.

“Lam gi co?”

“Chac t¢ s€ kiém tra xem co cai nao bi dut khuy hay duong vién bi
tudt xudng,” to61 nodi, doc bai bao. “Va chai lai toan by 4o khoac bang ban
chai quan 40.”

“Cau c6 ban chai quan 4o chua?”
“Chai bang lugc vay.”

“Q, dugc thoi.” C6 nhan vai. “Thé day. Boi vi té chi ban khoan khong
biét cau ¢6 muodn di choi khong?”

“O!” T tap chi cua toi trugt xudng san. “Di dau co?”

“Doan xem t¢ co gi nay?” Co6 nhudng may tréu nguoi, roi lyc tim
trong tii xach. Rat tur tir, ¢6 161 ra mot vong chia khéa 16m, trén do6 treo mot
chiéc chia Yale mdi tinh.

“Cai gi vay?” toi bat dau, ngo ngac - roi dot nhién nhan ra. “Khong
phai thé chi!”
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“Co day! Té da gia nhap!”
“Qi Chua oi, Lissy!”

“T& biét!” Lissy cudi rang rd v4i toi. “Piéu d6 khong ky diéu sao?”
Chiéc chia khoa ma Lissy dang cim 1a chiéc chia khoa tuyét diéu nhat trén
thé 2161 nay. N6 mo canh ctra vao mdt cau lac bo tu ¢ Clerkenwell, mét cau
lac bo rat thoi thuong va khong co cach nao gia nhap.

Va Lissy da vao duogc.

"9

“Lissy, cau 1a nguoi tuyét nhat

“Khong dau,” c6 ndi, trong rat man nguyén. “Do 1a Jasper lam viéc
cung voi td. Cau ay bi€t moi nguoi trong uy ban.”

“Té khong quan tdm d6 1a ai. T§ rat an tuong!”

T6i cam chiéc chia khéa tir tay co dy va nhin ndé nhu bi thoi mién,
nhung chang c6 gi trén d6. Khong tén, khong dia chi, khong logo, khong gi
hét. Trong nd hoi gidng chiéc chia khoa mo cai lan trong vuon cia bd toi,
t6i thay minh nghi vdy. Nhung ro rang trong n6 dep hon rat, rat nhiéu, toi
vOi va nghi thém.

“Vay cdu nghi ai s& t6i day?” T6i nhin Ién. “Cau biét day, rd rang
Madonna 13 thanh vién. Va Jude va Sadie! Va nam dién vién moéi cuc ky
dep trai trong phim EastEnders. Ngoai trir viéc moi nguoi ndi anh ta bi
dong tinh...”

“Emma,” Lissy cdt ngang. “Cau biét dau c6 gi dam bdo s€ c6 nhiing
nguoi noi tieng.”

“Té biét!” to1 no1, hoi buc minh.

Troi. Lissy nghi toi 1a ai chr? Tai 1a mot nguoi London dé thuong va
sanh di¢u. To1 dau c6 hdo hic bdéi ddm nguodi noi tieng ngodc nghéch. Toi
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chi nhdc dén chuyén do, vay thoi.

“Trén thyc té,” t6i n6i thém sau thoang ngap ngimg, “co 1& khong khi
s& bi pha hong néu chd d6 day nhing ngudi ndi tiéng. Y t6 13, cau co thé
nghi dén diéu gi té hon 1 ngdi & ban, ¢ gang c6 mot cude chuyén tro vui
vé binh thuong, trong khi khip xung quanh ta 1a nhiing ngdi sao dién anh
va siéu mau va... va ngodi sao nhac pop...”

Yén lang khi ca hai chiing t6i cing nghi vé diéu do.
“Vay,” Lissy hitng ho. “Ta nén di chuén bj thoi.”

“Tai sao lai khong cha?” t61 n6i, cling hirng ho khong kém.

Chuyén d6 cling chang mat thoi gian. Y t61 1a, t61 s€ chi di mdac mot
chi€c quan jean. Va co 1€ goi qua dau, mot viéc dang nao toi1 cling lam. Va
co 1€ trang diém that nhanh.

Mot tiéng sau, Lissy xuat hién & ctra phong t61, mdc quan jean, 4o den
bo sat va di doi giay cao got Bertie ma to1 tinh co bi€t luén lam chan c6 ay
phong rop.

“Cau nghi sa0?” ¢ noi, van bang cai giong hitng hd d6. “Y t6 13, t&
chua thuc su nd luc may...”

“T¢ cling vay,” to1 nodi, thoi 1én 16p son mong tay thur hai. “Y t6 la, do
chi 12 mot budi té1 di choi thu gian. Té hau nhu chang budn trang diém.”

To1 ngude 1€n nhin cham cham vao Lissy. “D6 la mi mat gia day a?”

“Khoéng! Y t& 1a... phai. Nhung 18 ra cau khong duoc nhan thay. N6
duoc goi 1a vé ty nhién.” C6 Ay di t6i gwong va tu nhay mét véi minh day
vé lo lang. “Trong c6 16 1am khong?”
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“Khong!” to1 an ui, va voi lay chiéc choi danh phan. Khi ngude 1én
lan nira, to1 thay Lissy dang nhin vao vai minh.

“Cai gi vay?”

“Cai gi co?” t6i ndi vé ngdy tho, va s& vao trai tim nho xiu lap lanh
trén ba vai. “O cdi nay ha. Pung, n6 duoc dinh vao dé6. T chi dinh n6 1én
d6 cho vui thoi.” Toi 14y chiéc 40 hd vai, budc day, va dat chan vao doi bot
da 1on miii nhon. T61 mua no trong ctra hang Sue Ryder cach ddy mot nam,
va no da tray xude doi chd, nhung trong bong tdi ta hau nhu khong thé nhin
thay.

“Cau c6 nghi trong chung ta hoi qua cau ky khong?”” Lissy noi khi to1
di t&1 ding canh ¢6 ay trudc guong. “Thé néu ho déu mac quan jean thi
sao?”

“Chung ta cling dang mac quan jean ma!”

“Nhung néu ho mic nhitng cai 4o chui dau day cop con ching ta thi
trong that ngé ngan?”

Lissy lac nao ciing bi hoang tuéng vé nhitng gi ngudi khac sé mic.
Vao bita tiéc Giang sinh dau tién & phong luat su, co 4y con khong biét liéu
“1& phuc” c6 nghia 1a mic vay dai hay chi can 4o lap lanh, va budc toi phai
di cung, ding ngoai ctra voi khoang sau bd quan 4o trong tai dé co dy co
thé nhanh chong thay d6i. (T4t nhién chiéc vay ban dau ma c6 4y mic hoan
toan on. Toi dd néi véi co Ay thé roi.)

“Ho s€ khong mac may cai 4o chui dau day cop dau,” to61 ndi. “Nao,
di théi.”

“Chung ta khong thé!” Lissy nhin dong hd. “Van con qua sém.”

“Ta c6 thé chtr. Chung ta c¢6 thé lam mot ly trén dudng td1 mot bira

tiéc v&i nhitng ngudi noi tieng khdc.”
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“Q, dung.” Mit Lissy sang 1én. “Hay lam. Pi thoi!”

Chung t6i chi mat khoang muoi 1am phut di xe buyt tir Islington t&i
Clerkenwell. Lissy dan t6i di doc mot con phd ving vé gan cho Smithfield,
toan nha kho va nhiing tdoa nha van phong bo khong. Sau dé ching toi 1€ &
mot goc phd, roi mot goc phd nira, cho téi khi chung toi ding trong mot
con hém nho.

“DPugc ro1,” Lisssy noi, dung dudi cot den duong nhin vao mot mau
gidy nho. “No6 dugc giau kin ¢ noi nao do.”
“Khong c6 bién hi¢u nao sao?”

“Khong. Diém chinh yéu la, khong ai ngoai thanh vién biét ndé nam &
dau. Ta phai go dang canh ctra va héi Alexander.”

“Alexander la a1?”
“T& khong biét.” Lissy nhiin vai. “D6 1a mat khau.”

Mat khau! Chuyén ndy cang lac cang tré nén tuyét hon. Khi Lissy
nhin vao hé théng lién lac trén tudng, toi nhin quanh van vo. Con phd nay
hoan toan khong c6 dic diém gi 16 rét. Trén thuc té, trong nd kha toi tan.
Chi 13 nhitng hang cira giéng nhau va nhiing 6 cira so trong hoac, va hau
nhu khong c6 dau hiéu cua su sdng. Nhung hiy nghi ma xem. An dudi bé
ngoai dang so nay la ca mot xa hoi nhitng nguoi ndi tiéng cia London!

“Chao, Alexander c6 ¢ d6 khong?” Lissy cing thang hoi. Mot thoéng
yén ling, sau d6 nhu thé c6 phép thuat, canh clra mo ra.

Oi Chua oi. Noi ndy giébng nhu trong truyén c6 Aladin hay gi do.
Nhin nhau e d¢, chiung t61 di doc mét hanh lang duoc chiéu sang va ron

https://thuviensach.vn



rang tiéng nhac. Chung t6i t6i mot canh ctra thép khong gi phang i, va
Lissy léy chia khoa. Khi canh ctra mé ra, t61 vo1 kéo lai 4o va stra lai toc.

“Dugc r61,” Lissy tham thi. “Dung nhin. BPung qua chdm cha. Cu té
ra tu nhién.”

“Puogc rdi,” toi thi tham lai, va theo sau Lissy vao cau lac bg. Khi ¢6
ay dua thé thanh vién cho mot c6 gai ngdi & ban, toi ¢ y nhin vao lung cd
ay, va khi chiing t6i budc vao mot can phong 16n ¢6 anh sang 10 mo, toi gan
chit mat vao mot tim tham 16n mau be. T6i s& khong trd mét nhin nhiing
nhan vat noi tiéng. Toi s& khong nhin cham cham. Tbi sé khong...

“Can than day!”
Ui. T61 qué mai mé nhin xuong san dén ndi vap ngay vao Lissy.
“Xin 161,” toi thi tham. “Chuing ta s& ngdi xuong dau day?”

T6i khong dam nhin quanh phong tim chd trong, dé phong trudng hop
t6i nhin thdy Madonna va c6 ta s& nghi t6i nhin ¢ ta. “Pdy,” Lissy noi, hoi
hat dau vé phia mot cai ban gd vé rat la.

Thé nao d6 chung toi cling ngdi duge xudng, xép ti gon gang va cam
thuc don cocktail 1én, trong sudt thoi gian d6 chung toi chi biét do nguoi ra
nhin nhau.

“Cau c6 thay ai khong?” toi thi tham.
“Khong. Con cau?”

“Khong.” Té1 mé thue don cocktail va ludt mat xem. Chua o1, that 1a
cing thang. Mt toi bat dau dau. Toi mudn nhin quanh. T6i mudn thdy chd
nay.

“Lissy,” to1 suyt. “T¢ s€ nhin xung quanh.”
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“That sao?” Lissy nhin t6i lo lang, nhu thé t6i 1a Steve McQueen va
t61 thong bao s& vuot qua hang rao thép gai vay. “Um... duoc thoi. Nhung
can than day. Hay thdn trong.”

“T¢ s€ than trong. TG s€ On thoi!”

Puoc roi. Bat dau ndo. Mot cai nhin thodng qua khong sim soi. Toi
tua ngudi vao ghé, hit mot hoi that sau, sau do cho phép mat minh ludt
nhanh quanh cdn phong, tiép nhan that nhiéu chi tiét mot cach hét stc
nhanh chong. Anh dén 16 mo... nhiéu sofa mau tim va ghé... mot vai ngudi
mic 40 phong... ba cd gai mic quan jean va 4o chui dau, Chua oi, Lissy s&
hoang hon mat... mot vai ngudi dang thi thim véi nhau... mot anh chang dé
rau dang doc tap chi Private Eye... va chi c6 thé.

Khong thé nao chi co thé.

Khong thé nao. Robbie Williams dau chi? Jude va Sadie dau? Tét ca
nhitng siéu mau do dau?

“Cau nhin thay ai?” Lissy suyt t6i, van nhin cham cham vao thyc don
cocktail.

“To kh()ng chac,” to1 Ilgé ngung thi tham. “Co 1€ nguo1 dé rau la mc}t
5 .
dién vién nodi tiéng I

V¢ hiing ho, Lissy xoay nguoi trong ghé va nhin anh ta.
“T¢d khong nghi vay,” cudi cung cd noi, xoay nguoi lai.

“Thé con anh chang mic 4o phong mau xam?” toi noi, chi tay day hy
vong. “Co6 phai anh ta choi trong mot ban nhac hay gi d6?”

“Hum... khong. C6 vé khong phai vay dau.”
Yén lang, chiing t61 nhin nhau.

“Co ai no1 tieng ¢ day khong?” cuoi cung toi noi.
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“Chang ai dam bao s€ c6 nguoi noi tieng ca!” Lissy dap day veé tu ve.
“T¢ biet! Nhung cau nghi...”

“Chao cac chi!” Mot giong néi cat ngang chiing toi, ca hai chung toi
cung nhin quanh va thiy hai c¢6 gai mic quan jean dang lai gan ban chung
t6i. Mot trong hai ¢6 cudi nguong nghiu véi toi. “Hy vong chi khong phién,
nhung ban toi va toi tu hoi - chi c¢d phai 1a dién vién méi & Hollyoaks?”

01, vi Chua.

Sao ciing duoc. Toi khéng quan tAm. Chiing t6i dau c6 téi ddy dé xem
nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng phd truong téi udng coca va khoe mé. Chung toi chi
t6i day dé udng mot ly voi nhau trong yén tinh.

Chung t61 goi daiquiri dau va mdt loai dau phong tron xa xi nao do (4
bang rudi dugc mot bat nho. Tham chi ding Adi gia ca ctia d6 udng). Va toi
phai thira nhan, by gio t6i cam thay thu gidn hon khi biét & ddy chang c6
ngudi ndi tiéng nao dé toi gy an tuong.

“Cong viéc cua cau thé nao?” t61 hoi khi nham nhap doé uong.

“0O, tot ca,” Lissy noi, nhin vai mo ho. “Hom nay t& gip Jersey
Fraudster.”

Jersey Fraudster 14 khach hang cua Lissy, 1a nguoi lién tuc bi két toi
gian 14n va ludn khang cdo - boi vi Lissy rat xuat sic - nén ong ta lai dugc
tha ra. Mot phut trude 6ng ta con phai deo cong tay, mot phut sau ong ta da
mic bo vest sang trong va dua ¢ ay di dn ¢ nha hang Ritz.

“Ong ta dinh mua cho t& mot cai tram kim cuong,” Lissy noi, dao
mat. “Ong ta c6 mot cuodn catalogue cua Asprey va luén mi¢ng noi ‘Cai do
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kha dé thuong’. Va t& cir phai noi, ‘Humphrey, ong sap phai ngoi tu day!

"7’

Hay tap trung’!” C6 lic ddu, nhip mot ngum nira, va nhin 1én. “Vay... ngudi

dan 6ng cua cau thé nao?”

To1 biét ngay la ¢c6 mudn ndi dén Jack, nhung t61 khong muon thua
nhan rang dau 6c to1 lap tirc hudng veé anh ta, vi thé td1 co6 gang tao vé ngo
ngan va noi, “Ai co, Connor a?”

“Khong, d6 ngdc! Nguoi la cua cau trén may bay. Nguoi biét moi
diéu vé cau.”

“O, anh ta.” Toi cam thdy ma minh do tmg 1én, voi nhin xudng cai 16t
coc bang giay rap noi.

“DPung, anh ta! Cau c6 tranh dugc anh ta khong?”

“Khéng,” t6i thira nhan. “Anh ta khong dé t& yén.”

To1 ngung 101 khi ngudi phuc vu dat hai ly daiquiri dau tuoi 1€n ban.
Khi anh ta di, Lissy nhin sat vao mat toi.

“Emma, cau co6 thich anh chang nay khong?”

“Khéng, tat nhién té khong thich anh ta,” t61 phan ddi kich liét. “Anh
ta chi... lam t& mat binh tinh, chi ¢ vay théi. Do 1a phan ting hoan toan tur
nhién. Cau cling s¢€ vay thoi. Du sao, moi chuyén déu 6n. T& chi phai chiu
dung t&1 thir Sdu. Sau do6 anh ta s€ di.”

“Va sau do cau s€ chuyén té1 ¢ cung Connor.” Lissy nhap mot ngum
daiquiri va cli nguoi vé phia téi. “Cau biét khong, t¢& doan anh ay s€ cau
hon cau!”

To61 cam thay bung minh quan 1én, c6 1€ chi tai d6 udng cua to1 troi
xuong da day hay gi do.
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“Cau that may mén,” Lissy néi voi vé thém mudn. “Cau biét khong,
hém trude anh Ay con lap ho t& cai gia trong phong du té chua nhd! Bao
nhiéu nguoi dan 6ng s& lam diéu d6 chir?”

“Té biét. Anh Ay that... tuyét.” Chung t6i cing ngdp nglng, va toi bat

dau x¢é cai 16t coc thanh ting manh nho. “Té cho rang van dé nho xiu duy
nhat 1a chuyén cua bon t& khong con lang man nira.”

“Ta khong thé mong doi chuyén d6 sé lang man mai duogc,” Lissy noi.
“Van vat thay ddi. Mot cach ty nhién, moi chuyén tré nén viing bén hon
mot chat.”

“0, t6 biét diéu do!” toi néi. “Bon t& 13 hai nguoi trudng thanh, hiéu
biét, va bon t& c6 mdi quan hé dam tham va viing chic! Ma, nhu ciu biét,
day 1a diéu t& mudn trong cudc séng ndy. Ngoai trir...” Toi hang giong lung
tung. “Bon té khong con thuong xuyén yéu duong nhu trudce nita...”

“Do 1a mdt van dé thuong gap trong mo1 quan hé lau dai,” Lissy noi
day hi€u biét. “Cau can thém gia vi cho chuyén do.”

“Bang cai gi?”

“Céau da thu cong tay chua?”

“Chua! Con cau?” t6i nhin Lissy tran troi.

“Lau 1am r6i,” ¢6 noi v4i cai nhin vai phu nhan. “Ciing khong han. ..

Um... sao ciu khong thir 1am chuyén d6 ¢ mot noi khac. Thir & chd lam

'77

Xem
O chd 1am! Cha, d6 1a y kién hay. Lissy that 1a thong minh.
!”

“Pugc!” to1 no1. “T¢ s€ thur lam the

T6i lyc tim trong tai, 14y ra mot cai but va viét “lam tinh@chd lam”
1én tay, bén canh chd toi viét “Nho goi: cung”.
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T6i dot nhién tran day nhiét huyét. Pay 1a mot ké hoach tuyét voi.
Ngay mai t6i s& lam tinh v&i Connor ¢ chd 1am, va d6 s& 1a 1an 1am tinh
tuyét nhat chung toi ting cd, va anh sang lap lanh cua tinh yéu s& trd lai, va
chung t6i s& lai yéu nhau dién cudng. D& thoi. Piéu d6 s& cho Jack Harper
thay.

Khoéng. Chuyén ndy chang lién quan gi dén Jack Harper hét. T6i
khong biét tai sao minh lai nay ra suy nghi d6 nira.

Chi ¢6 mot trd ngai ti xiu voi ké hoach cua toi. Do 1a khong dé 1am
tinh voi ban trai & chd 1am nhu t6i nghi. T6i con chua danh gid duge mirc
do thong thoang & van phong ching t6i. Lai con c¢d bao nhiéu birc vach
bang kinh. Va c6 bao nhiéu nguoi ¢ d6, ctt di lai sudt & khap noi.

T&i mudi mot gid sang hom sau, tdi van con chua xoay x& 1én dugc
ké hoach. Pai loai t6i d3 hinh dung Iam chuyé¢n éy sau mdt cay canh & dau
d6. Nhung gior dy khi toi thuc su nhin lai may ciy canh do, ching nho xiu!
Va déu 1a loai 14 duong xi. Chang c6 cach nao Connor va tdi co thé trén
ddng sau mot cai cdy nhu thé ca, chua noi gi dén mao hiém co bt ct... hanh
dong nao.

Chung t61 cling khong thé 1am di€u do & nha vé sinh. Nha v¢ sinh nit
ludn c6 nguoi trong do, budn dua 1€ va trang diém, con nha vé sinh nam...
khi€p qua. Khong bao gio.

Chung t6i cling khong thé 1am diéu d6 ¢ van phong ctia Connor vi
nhiing buc tuong hoan toan bang kinh va khong hé c6 rém che hay bét cir
thr gi. Thém nita, moi nguoi lic nao ciing lui tdi d6 dé 1ay moi thir trong til
hé so cua anh Ay.
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O, chuyén nay that ky cuc. Nhitng ngudi yéu nhau chac han van yéu
nhau & vian phong sudt. Hay 1a ¢6 phong 1am tinh bi mat dic biét nao d6 ma
t6i khong biét t&i?

T6i khong thé gui email goi y cho Connor, béi vi diéu quan trong 1a
t6i 1am anh ay ngac nhién. Yéu t6 stmg sot s& c6 tac dong kich thich kinh
khung va khién chuyén d6 thuc su nong bong ldng man. Ngoai ra, co rii ro
nho 14 néu t6i canh bao trudc cho anh ay, anh dy s& hanh xtr theo kiéu
nghiém tac v&i céng ty va nhat dinh chung t6i s& dung mét tiéng nghi
khong luong cho viée d6, hay diéu gi twong tu.

T6i dang ban khodn ty héi liéu chung t6i c6 thé 1én chudn ra chd 16i
thoat ctru hoa khong thi Nick ra khéi van phong Paul, noéi gi d6 vé 14i thuan.

Toi1 giat minh ngang 1€n, va cam thay e ngai. C6 mdt di€u ma to1 phai
lay hét can dam dé noi1 véi anh ta sau cudc hop quan trong hom qua.

“Nay Nick,” to1 noi1 khi anh ta budc qua ban toi. “Thanh keo Panther
1a san pham ctia anh phai khong?”

“Neéu co co the goi n6 1a san pham,” anh ta no61, dao mat.
“Ho s€ bo san pham d6?”
“Rat nhi€u kha nang.”

“Nghe nay,” toi noéi nhanh. “Liéu t6i ¢6 thé xin mot phan nho trong
quy ngan sach marketing dé dang mot phiéu giam gia nho trong tap chi
duoc khong?”

Nick chdng tay 1én hong va nhin t6i cham cham. “Lam gi co?”

“Pang quang cdo. S& khong dit 1am dau, toi hira. Tham chi s& chang
ai nhan ra.”

G dau?”
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“Tap chi Bowling Monthly,” t6i néi, hoi d6 mat. “Ong t6i mua t& d6.”
“Bowling gi co?”

“Xin anh ddy! Nghe niy, anh khong phai 1am gi hét. Toi sé& tu giai
quyét chuyén d6. N6 s& chi 1a mot giot nudc trong dai duwong so voi toan bd
nhiing quang cdo anh da thuc hién.” Toi nhin anh ta khan khoan. “Pi ma....
di ma...”

“0, duoc thoi!” anh ta sdt rudt nodi. “Dang nao né ciling bi dep thoi
g g Y

ma.”
“Cam on!” T61 cudi rang rd voi anh ta, sau d6 khi anh ta bé di, t61 voi
lay dién thoai bam so cua 6ng ngoai.

“Chau chao 6ng!” toi n6i khi mdy tra 10i phat ra tiéng bip. “Chau s&
ding mot phiéu giam gia cho thanh keo Panther trong t& Bowling Monthly.
Vi thé 6ng hiy noi véi tit ca ban bé ong! Cac 6ng c6 thé mua du trir véi gia
ré. Hen sém gap lai 6ng, dugc cha?”

“Emma?” Giong 6ng dot nhién oang oang vao tai t6i. “Ong day! Ong
chi chon loc nguot goi thoi.”

“Chon loc?” t6i lap lai, cd gang khong to ra qua ngac nhién. Ong
ngoai ma lai chon loc?

“P6 1a so thich méi ctia 6ng. Chau chwa nghe dén bao gid sao? Chau
nghe ban bé dé lai tin nhan va pha 1én cudi vi nhiing tin nhan d6. Rat vui
day. Nay Emma, ong dang dinh goi cho chau. Hom qua 6ng da doc mot
mau tin rat dang lo ngai vé cac vu bop ¢b ¢ trung tAm London.”

Khong phai lai chuyén do nira chir.

“Ong a...”
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“Hay hua véi ong chau s€ khong dung phuong tién cong cong &
London di, Emma.”

“Chau 0... htra,” t61 né1, lam dau cau may. “Ong o1, chau thuc su phai
gac may day. Nhung chau sé soém goi lai cho 6ng. Chau yéu 6ng.”

“Ong cling yéu chau, chau gai yéu.”
Dat dién thoai xudng, t61 cam thay hoi hai long. Pa xong mdt viéc.
Thé con Connor?

“T& sé& phai di tim n6 trong kho hd so luu trit,” Caroline dang noi phia
bén kia van phong. Va mot y tudng chot nay ra trong dau toi.

Kho ho so luu trit. Tat nhién. Tat nhién! Chang ai t&1 kho ho so tru
khi ho bat budc phai to1. N6 6 tit duoi tang ham, t61 thui vi khong hé co6 cura
sO lai con co6 cd dong sach va tap chi cii, nén ta phai quy xuong san dé tim
thir ta muon.

Do 1a not hoan hao.

“Dé t& di cho,” to1 nodi, ¢o té ra ho hirng. “Néu cau mudn. Cau phai
tim gi vay?”

“Cau s& di that chu?” Caroline n6i giong diy biét on. “Cam on,
Emma. D6 1d mot mau quang cdo cii trong mot td tap chi khong con ton tai
nita. Pay 14 s6 ho so cta no...” Co ay dua cho t6i mot mau gidy va toi cam
liy, cam giac run 1én vi phan khich. Khi c6 4y budc di, t6i kin ddo nhic
dién thoai 1én quay s6 cua Connor.

“Chao Connor,” t01 no1 giong tram va khan. “Hay gap em ¢ kho luu
trit. Em ¢6 thir nay mudn cho anh xem.”

“Cai gi co?”

“Hay... t6i d6,” toi n6i, cam thdy minh nhu Sharon Stone.
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Ha! Lam tinh ¢ van phong, ta t&i day!

T6i voi va di doc hanh lang nhanh hét mirc c6 thé, nhung khi di qua
Phong Hanh chinh, t61 bi Wendy Smith bét chuyén, hoi xem t61 co mudn
choi cho d6i bong 16 hay khong. Vi thé phai mat vai phat sau t6i méi toi
tang ham, va khi t6i m& cira, Connor di dang dung d6, mat nhin déng hod
deo tay.

Chuyén d6 kha buc minh. T61 da Ién ké hoach cho anh. T6i nhanh
chong chat mot déng sach v roi ngdi 18n, chan vt chéo, va chiée vay kéo
1én day khéu goi.

DPuoc thoi.
“Chao anh,” t0i ndi, van vGi giong khan khan dé.
9 9 "
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“Em chi muén thay anh. Thay rat nhiéu thir ciia anh.” T6i kéo ctra sap
lai véi ctr chi day phong dang va ludt ngoén tay xudng nguc anh, nhu trong
mot doan quang cao nudc hoa dung sau khi cao rau. “Ching ta khong con
lam tinh day ngau himg nira.”

“Sa0?”’ Connor nhin to1 cham cham.

“Thoi nao.” Toi bat dau coi khuy 4o anh ay véi vé ddy nhuc cam.
“Hay lam chuyén do. Ngay tai day, ngay bay gio.”

“Em dién sao?” Connor noéi, day nhitng ngén tay to61 ra va nhanh
chong cai lai khuy 4o. “Emma, ching ta dang ¢ no1 lam viéc!”

“Thé thi sao nao? Chung ta con tré, chiing ta phai yéu duong...” toi
vubt ngodn tay xudng thip hon nita, va mit Connor mé to.
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“Ding lai di!” anh 4y suyt. “Dung lai ngay di! Emma, em say hay sao
vay?”’

“Em chi mudn lam tinh! DPo1 héi nhu vay c6 qua nhiéu khong?

“Co qua nhiéu khong khi doi hoi chung ta lam chuyén d6 trén givdng
nhu nhitng ngudi binh thuong?”

“Nhung ching ta khéng 1am chuyén d6 trén givong! Y em 13, hau nhu
khong!”

Yén lang dot ngot.
“Emma,” cuoi cung Connor noi. “DPay khong phai luc hodc noi...”

“Co day! Co thé day! Pay 1a cach ta lai thdy nhau hap dan! Lissy da

noi...”
“Em thao luan cudc song tinh duc cua ta véi Lissy?” Trong Connor
that kinh.

“R0O rang em khong nhac dén chung ta,” t61 voi vang chira. “Bon em
chi n61 chuyén vé... v€ cac cap doi noi chung, va c6 ay ndi lam chuyén do ¢

'7,

chd 1am co thé... rit hap dan! Théi nao, Connor!” Tdi udn éo lai sat anh 4y
va kéo mot tay anh ay vao trong 4o 16t. “Chang 1& anh khong thdy hung thu
sa0? Chi nghi ai d6 c6 thé dang di doc hanh lang ngay gio phut nay...” Toi

dirng lai khi nghe thdy mot 4m thanh.
To1 nghi ¢o6 a1 d6 dang di doc hanh lang ngay gio phut nay that.
Oi, khi that.

“Anh nghe thiy tiéng budc chan!” Connor suyt, va kéo tay that manh
khéi nguc t6i, nhung tay anh yan & nguyén chd dé, trong 4o nguc t6i. Anh
tran tran nhin né trong ndi kinh hoang. “Anh bj ket roi! Cai dong ho khon
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kiép cua anh. N6 bi vudng vao 40 em!” Anh ay giat manh. “Me kiép! Anh
khong rat tay ra dugc!”

“Kéo di!”

“Anh dang kéo day!” Anh nhin quanh dién cudng. “May cai kéo &
dau co chu?”

“Anh khong dugc cat 40 em,” toi hoang hot.

“Em c6 goi y nao khac khong?” Anh lai giat manh 1an nita, va toi kéu
1én vai giong nghén nghet. “Oi! Dung lai di! Anh s& lam hong n6 méat!”

“Q, anh s& lam hong nd. Va d6 1a lo lang chil yéu ciia em phai
khong?”

“Em van luon ghét cai dong ho ngu ngoc do6! Gia ma anh deo cai
dong ho em tang anh...”

To61 ngung 1061. Chac chan co tieng budc chan lai gan. Tiéng budc
chan gan nhu ngay bén ngoai cua.

“Me ki€p!” Connor nhin quanh dién cudng. “Meg kiép... me kiép...”

“Binh tinh lai di! Chung ta s& chudn nhanh vao trong goc,” toi suyt.
“Du sao thi, thdm chi ho s€ chéng vao dau.”

“Do dung 1a ¥ tudng tuyét voi, Emma,” anh ling bing cau nhau khi
chung t6i 16ng ngdng xam xui budc sang bén kia phong. “Tuyét 1am day.”

“Pung cd d6 16i cho em!” t6i ngodc lai. “Em chi muon lay lai chut
dam mé...” Toi cung do nguoi khi ctra mé ra. Khong. Chua o1, khong. Toi
hoang hon vi strng sot.

Jack Harper dang dimg & ngudng cira, m mot chong bao 16n.
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Tir tir, 4nh mat anh ta ludt qua chung toi, tiép nhan vé gian dir cua
Connor, tay anh van dé trong 4o 16t cta toi, grong mat dau dén cia toi.

“Ong Harper,” Connor bat dau lap bap. “Tdi rat, rat xin 18i. Chung t6i
khong... chiing t6i khong...” Anh hing giong. “Cho phép t6i néi toi rat xau
hé... ca hai ching t6i...”

“T6i chac 1a vay roi,” Jack noi. Vé mit anh ta trong rong khong biéu
cam; giong anh ta van khod khan nhu moi khi. “Cé 1& hai ngudi c6 thé sta
lai quan 4o trudce khi tré lai ban lam viéc?”

Cira dong lai sau lung anh ta, va ching toi ding bat dong, nhu ngudi
sap.

“Nghe nay, liéu anh c6 thé bo cai tay khoén kiép ra khoi 4o em
khong?” Cudi cing toi noéi, dot nhién cam thiy cau tiét khong thé tin duoc
v6i Connor. Moi khat khao tinh duc di bién mat. Toi cam thy cuc ky cau
gian véi chinh minh. Va Connor. Va moi nguoi.
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Mot

Ho6m nay Jack Harper s€ di.

On Chtia, on Chua. Béi vi t6i thuc su khong thé chiu dung... anh ta
thém nira. Néu t6i c6 thé cr chi dau that thap va tranh anh ta cho téi nim
gi0 va sau do chay ra khoi ctra, thi khi d6 moi chuyén déu on théa. Cudc
song sé tro lai binh thuong va toi s& thoi khong con cam thay nhu thé ra da
cua minh da bi lam chéch hudng béi mdt loai luc tir vo hinh nao dé.

T6i khong biét tai sao toi lai co tAm trang cau kinh, that thuong nhu
vay. Bo1 vi mac dau hom qua toi gﬁn nhu chét di vi xdu hd, moi chuyén lai
kha tét dep. Trudc tién, c6 vé nhu Connor va to1 s€ khong bi sa thai vi [am
tinh & chd 1am, ma d6 1a ndi lo dau tién cua tdi. Va thir hai, ké hoach xuat
sdc clia toi dd c6 hiéu qua. Ngay khi ching toi tré vé ban, Connor bat dau
giri email cho t6i dé xin 18i. Va roi dém qua chiing toi da 1am tinh. Hai lan.
Véi nén thom.

T6i cho 13 Connor di doc & dau do rang cic cd gai thich nén thom
trong khi lam tinh. C6 1& & trong Cosmo. Bdi vi mdi lan mang nén ra, anh
ay déu nhin t6i ra vé “anh that chu dao phai khong?” va toi phai néi “O!
Nén thom! That tuyét voi!”

Y t6i 13, ding hiéu sai t6i. T6i chang thay phién gi khi c6 nén thom.
Nhung nén thom ciing chang ich gi, phai khong? Chung chi & d6 chay. Va
sau d6, & nhitng gidy khac quan trong, t6i lai thdy minh nghi “Hy vong ciy
nén thom d6 khong bi do,” va diéu d6 co phan khién t6i sao lang.

Du sao. Chung toi cling da lam tinh.
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Va tdi nay chung t6i s& cung nhau di xem mot cin ho. N6 khong co
san gd hay ctra sap - nhung né c6 bon tim mat xa Jacuzzi, tuyét day cha. Vi
thé cudc doi toi dang dan trd nén tot dep. To1 khong biét tai sao toi lai cam
thay rat buc doc. T6i khong biét diéu gi...

Minh khong muon don vao o chung voi Connor, mgt giong noi nhd
xiu cat 1én trong dau toi1 trudce khi to1 kip ngan lai.

Khéng. Diéu d6 khong ding. Diéu d6 khéng thé dung duogc. Connor
that hoan hao. Moi nguoi déu biét diéu do.

Nhueng minh khong muon...

Im di. Chang t61 1a Cap P61 Hoan Hao. Chung t61 lam tinh, dudi anh
nén thom. Va chiing t6i di dao bén bd sdng. Va chung t6i mic pyjama doc
bao vao Chu nhat véi tach ca phé bén canh. D6 1a diéu nhiing cip doi hoan
hao van lam.

Nhung...
Thai di!

T6i nudt kho nhoc. Connor 1a diéu tét dep duy nhét trong cudc doi toi.
Néu khong c6 Connor, thi ti c6 gi chir?

Dién thoai ban t61 reo, cat ngang suy nghi cua t61, va toi nhac 1én.

“Chao Emma?” mot giong néi kho khan quen thudc cat 1én. “Toi la
Jack Harper day.”

Tim t6i nay bat 1én vi hoang s¢ va t6i suyt thi lam d6 coc ca phé. Toi
van chua gip anh ta ké tir su c¢d tay-ket-trong-40-10t. Va toi thuc sy khong
mudn gap.

L& ra to1 khong bao gio nén tra 101 dién thoai.
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Trén thuc té, 18 ra t6i khong bao gio nén di lam vao hom nay.
“0,” t6i n6i. “Xin chao!”

“Phién ¢6 1én van phong t6i mot chut dugce khong?”

“Sao0... t6i u?” toi néi cang thing.

“Dling, c¢b day.”

T6i hiang giong.

“Tbi c¢6 can... mang theo gi khong?”

“Khong, chi c6 thoi.”

Anh ta gic mdy, va toi cit nhin cham cham vao dién thoai trong gidy
lat, cam thay 6n lanh noi xuwong sdng. L& ra toi phai biét diéu d6 qua tot dep
dé c6 thé 1a sy that. ROt cude anh ta sé sa thai toi. Sy phong tung tho tuc...
tho tuc... day phong tang.

Y toi 13, chuyén d6 kha tho tuc, bi bat qua tang khi tay ban trai dé
trong 40 ta & chd lam.

Puoc thoi. Thé day, t6i chang thé 1am gi dugc.

Toi1 hit mot hoi that sau, ding day di 1én tﬁng muoi1 mot. Co mot cai
ban bén ngoai van phong anh ta, nhung khong c6 ¢6 thu ky nao ngoi do, vi
thé t61 budc thing téi cira va go.

“Moi vao.”

T6i than trong day canh cira mé ra. Cin phong khong 16, sang choang
va tudng 6p gd, Jack dang ngdi & mot chiée ban tron véi sdu ngudi xung
quanh. Sau nguoi toi chua timg gip, téi dot nhién nhan ra. Ho déu dang
cam gidy to va uéng nudc, khong khi c6 doi chut cing thang.
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Chang 18 ho tap trung & day dé thay toi bi sa thai? Pay c6 phai 1a mot
kiéu dao tao lam-thé-nao-dé-sa-thai-nhan-vién?

“Xin chao,” t61 ndi, cd gang gilr di€m tinh hét mac c6 thé. Nhung mat
t61 nong bung va toi bi€t trong minh rat boi roi.

“Chao cd.” Jack nheo mat cudi. “Emma... ¢t binh tinh. Chang co6 gi
phai lo lang ca. T61 chi mudn hoi co vai diéu.”

“0, duge,” toi ndi, vo cung stng sot.

Pugc thoi, gio thi toi hoan toan bdi réi. Anh ta mudn hoi t6i chuyén
quai gi co chu?

Jack voi ldy mot to gidy va gio 1én dé t6i c6 thé nhin rd. “C6 nghi day
1a hinh gi?”” anh ta néi.

O, that khén kiép, that ché ma.

Pay 1a con 4c mong toi té nhat. Gidng hét cai 1an toi téi tham gia
phong van & Ngan hang Laines va ho cho toi xem mdt dong chit nguéch
ngoac va toi ndi trong nd gidng mot dong chit nguéch ngoac.

Moi nguoi déu nhin t6i chdm cham. T61 mudn tra 161 ding vo cung.
Neéu nhu t61 biét cau tra 161 dung la theé nao.

Tdi nhin chim cham vao buc hinh, tim toi dap nhanh. B¢ 1a hinh cua
hai vat tron tron. C6 hinh dang khong déu nhau. T6i hoan toan khong biét
d6 1a hinh gi. Khong hé. Trong ching gidng nhur... trong chung giéng nhu...

To61 dot nhién nhan ra.
“Do 1a 6c cho! Hai qua oc cho!”

Jack cudi pha 1€n, va mdt vai ngudi bit mi¢ng cuoi nhung sau doé ho
vO1 va kiém ché.
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“Thé day, t6i nghi diéu d6 chimg minh ¥ ciia t6i,” Jack noi.
“DPo khong phai qua 6c cho sao?” T61 tuy€t vong nhin quanh ban.

“Chiing 12 budng tring mai phai,” mot ngudi dan ong deo kinh khong
gong noi.

“Budng trirmg?” t0i cham chi nhin vao trang gidy, “O, ding vay!
Pung ddy. Gid day khi 6ng da néi ra, t6i c6 thé thiy chic chin né giéng
budng... budng...”

“Qua oc chd.” Jack lau mat.

“T6i da giai thich, budng trimg don gian 1a mot phdn hinh anh tuong
trung cua gidi nit,” mot ngudi dan éng giy go bao chita. “Budng trimg dai
dién cho kha nang sinh san, con mat dai dién cho sy khén ngoan, cai cay
bicu thi me trai dat...”

“Van dé la, hinh anh d6 c6 thé duoc st dung trong mot loat san
pham,” mot phu nit toc den no61, viron nguoi vé phia trude. “Do udng co g1
cho strc khée, quan ao, nudc hoa...”

“Thi trudng muyc tiéu phan Gng t6t voi nhitng hinh anh triru twong,”
Nguodi Pan Ong Peo Kinh Khong Gong néi thém. “Nghién ciu da cho
thay...”

“Emma.” Jack nhin t61 lan ntra. “Li€u c6 ¢6 mua mdt loai d6 udéng co
hinh buong trimg trén d6 khong?”

(13

O...” toi hang giong, nhan thdy mot vai guong mat thu dich huéng
vé phia minh. “Um... ¢6 1& 1a khong.”

Vai nguoi trao d61 anh mat.

“Chuyén nay thyuc su chang c6 lién quan gi,” ai d6 tham thi.
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“Jack, c6 ba nhom sang tao da lam viéc nay,” ngudi phy nit toc den
sOt sdng. “Chung ta khong thé bat dau lai tir dau. Pon gian 13 khong thé
duoc.”

Jack u6ng mot ngum nudce Evian, lau mi¢ng va nhin c0 ta.

“Co ¢6 biét chinh t6i di nghi ra khau hiéu ‘Ping ngip nging’ trong
hai phat & quay ruou?”

“Co, chiing t6i biét,” ngudi deo kinh khong gong lam bam. “Chiing ta
s& khong ban dd udng c6 hinh budng trimg.” Anh ta thét 1én gay git, va
thoc tay vao mai toc roi bu. Sau d6 anh ta day ghé Iui lai. “Puoc rdi, chung
ta nghi théi. Emma, phién co gitp t6i mang may tap ho so xudng vin phong
cua Sven nhé?”

Chua oi, toi ban khoan khong biét tit ca nhitng chuyén nay 1a thé nao.
Nhung t61 khong dam hoi. Jack di b cung td61 doc hanh lang, vao thang
may va bim nut tang chin ma khong noi cau nao. Sau khi ching toi da di
xubng khoang hai gidy, anh ta bAm nut khan cap, va thang may ken két
dirng lai. Cudi cing, anh ta nhin t6i.

“Co phai c6 va toi 1a nhitng nguoi duy nhat lanh manh trong toa nha
nay?”

“Um 2

“Piéu gi xay ra véi ban nang viy?” Mit anh ta hoai nghi. “Khong con
ai phan biét dugc mot ¥ tuong hay voi mot ¥ tuong kinh khing nita. Buong
trimg.” Anh ta lac dau. “Budng trirng khon kiép!”

To1 khong nhin noi. Trong anh ta that gian dit, va cai cach anh ta noi
tir “budng trimg!” dot nhién dudng nhu 13 didu hai hudc nhat trén thé gisi
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nay, va trudc khi kip nhén ra, t61 da pha 1én cuoi. Trong mot gidy, Jack sting
ngudi, va réi mit anh ta nhin lai, bdng dung anh ta ciing pha 1én cudi. Mii
anh ta chun lén khi cudi, nhu mét dira bé vay, va khong hiéu sao hinh anh
d6 khién moi chuyén tré nén budn cuoi gap ca triéu lan.

Oi Chua oi, gi¢ thi to1 thuc sy cuoi 1an 1on. To1 khit miii, suon to1
nhéi 1én, va mdi 1an nhin anh ta, t6i lai lan ra cudi. Mii toi chay nudc, ma
toi thi chang c6 to gidy 4n nao ca... Toi phai xi mii 1én hinh mot budng
tring...

“Emma, tai sao c6 lai yéu anh chang d6?”

“Sao co a?” toi nhin 1én, van cuoi, cho ti khi tdi nhan ra Jack da thoi
cuoi. Anh ta nhin t61, vé mat khong 16 chut bi€u cam.

“Tat sao c0 lai yéu anh chang d6?”” anh ta nhéc lai.

Trang cudi cua toi két thic, va toi vudt toc ra sau.

“Y anh 12 sa0?” t6i néi, tri hodn thoi gian.

“Connor Martin. Anh ta s€ khong lam c6 hanh phic. Anh ta s€ khong
lam c6 thdy thoa man.”

T6i nhin anh ta cham cham, cam thay nhu bj choi x4u.

“A1no1 vay?”

“T6i da dan biét vé Connor. Toi dd ngoi trong cac cude hop voi anh
ta. To1 da théy cach dau 6c anh ta lam viéc. Anh ta 1a mot ngudi dé chiu -
nhung c6 can nhiéu hon 12 mot ngudi dé chiu.” Jack nhin toi that 1au, sic
sa0. “Toi doan c6 khong thuc su mudn chuyén dén ¢ cung anh ta. Nhung co
s¢ phai thoat ra.”

Cam giac cam phan trao dang trong toi. Sao anh ta ddm doc suy nghi
cua to1 va suy luan hét stc... hét stuc sai /[dm nhu vay. Tat nhién t61 muon
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chuyén dén & cung Connor.

“Thuc ra, anh nham r61,” t61 chua cay noéi. “T61 mong cho té1 luc
chuyén dén & cung anh ay. Trén thuc té... trén thuc té, t61 dang ngo61 & ban,
nghi dén chuyén minh nong long thé nao!”

Thé day.
Jack lc dau.
“C6 can ai d6 16e sang. Ai d6 kich thich duoc ¢d.”

“T6i dd néi voi anh rdi, toi khong thuc long nghi nhu nhing diéu toi
noi trén may bay. Connor thuc sy kich thich duogc t6i!” To6i nhin anh ta
ngang nganh. “Y tdi 1a... 1an trudc anh trong thiy chung t6i, chung t6i kha
nong nhiét, phai khong nao?”

“Q, chuyén do6.” Jack nhun vai. “T61 cho réng d6 1a nd luc tuyét vong
dé lam doi séng tinh yéu cua hai nguoi phong pht hon.”

To1 nhin anh ta trung trirng gian dit.

“P6 khong phai nd luc tuyét vong dé 1am doi song tinh yéu cia chiung
t61 phong pha hon!” T6i gan nhu phun vao anh ta. “D6 don gian... 13 hanh
dong dam mé tu phat.”

“Xin 161,” Jack no1 nhe nhang. “T61 nham.”

“Ma sao anh lai quan tdm cht?” T61 khoanh tay. “Chuyén t61 hanh
phtc hay khong thi ¢6 lién quan gi dén anh?”

Yén lang dot ngdt, va toi thay minh thd gap. Toi bat gdp anh mat sam
mau cta anh ta, va voi nhin di chd khac.

“To1 cling da tu hoi minh cau hoi do,” Jack n6i. Anh ta nhin vai. “Co
1& vi chiing ta di cung trai qua chuyén bay dic biét 4y. C6 18 boi ¢ 1a nguoi
duy nhét trong ca cong ty nay khong hanh dong gia tao trudc mat toi.”
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L& ra toi ciing da hanh dong gia tao! Toi cam thdy mudn phan Gng lai.
Néu t6i duoc lya chon!

“To61 doan diéu t61 dinh ndi 1a... t61 cam thay ¢6 nhu mdt nguoi ban,”
anh ta noi. “Va té1 quan tdm dén di€u xay ra v41 ban beé minh.”

“0,” t01 nodi, va xoa mili.

Tbi dinh noi diéu gi do lich sy, dai loai nhu t61 cling cam théy anh ta
nhu mot ngudi ban, thi anh ta n6i thém. “Ngoai ra, bat ¢t ai trich dan 1oi
thoai trong phim ctia Woody Allen déu 14 ké that bai.”

T6i cam thay gian dir thay cho Connor.

“Anh dau biét gi vé chuyén do!” t6i kéu 1én. “Anh biét khong, toi udc
gi da khong ngdi canh anh trén chuyén bay ngu ngoc d6! Anh di quanh, noi
toan nhitng diéu khién t6i cang thang, cu xtr nhu thé anh hiéu rd toi hon bat
clr ai...”

“C¢ 1€ dung vay,” anh ta n61, mat 1ap lanh.
“Sao?”
“C¢ 1€ dung la to1 hi€u ro c6 hon bat cur ai.”

T6i trimg mat nhin lai anh ta, cam thay vira tic gidn vira vui ming
dén nghet tho. Toi dot nhién cam thiy ching t6i nhu dang choi tennis vay.
Hay c6 thé 1a khiéu vi.

“Anh khong hiéu rd t61 hon bat cir ai!” t6i dap tra, biang giong gay git
nhat c6 thé.

“To1 biet ¢6 vo1 Connor Martin sé€ khong di dén dau dau.”
“Anh lam sao ma biét duoc.”

“Co day.”
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“Khong dau.”

“Co day.”

Anh ta bat dau cudi.

“Khong dau! Néu anh mubn biét, c6 18 rét cude toi s& cudi Connor.”

“Cudi Connor?” Jack noi, nhu thé dé 1a tro dua budn cudi nhit anh ta
tung nghe.

“Pung! Tai sao lai khong cht? Anh 4y cao rdo, anh ay dep trai, anh
ay tir té, va anh Ay rét... anh 4y...” Téi ling ting néi nhé dan. “Va du sao,
day 1a cudc doi riéng cua t6i. Anh 13 sép toi, anh mai chi gip t6i tir tudn

"9

trudce, va thang than ma noéi, do6 khong phai viéc cua anh

Tiéng cuoi cta Jack bién mat, trong anh ta chang khac nao vira bi toi
tat vay. Trong gidy lat, anh ta nhin toi, khong noi nang gi. R6i anh ta It mot
budc va giai phong niit bAm thang may.

“Co no1 ding,” anh ta no1 bang giong hoan toan khac. “Cudc doi
riéng cua c6 khong phai viéc cua to61. To61 da vuot qua ranh gidi, va to1 xin
16i.”

T61 cam thay chao dao.

“Tat... to1 khong dinh...”

“Khong. Co ndi dung.” Anh ta nhin xuéng san mot lic, ro1 nhin 1én.
“Vay, ngay mai to1 s€ vé M¥y. Khoang thoi gian ¢ day rat dé chiu, va to1
muon cam on ¢6 da giap do. Toi s€ gap co & bira ti€c t01 nay cha?”

“TO1... to1 khong biét,” to1 noi.

Bau khong khi da tan bién.
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Dicu nay that t€ hai. That kinh khung. T61 muon néi gi d6. T61 muon
moi chuyén tré lai nhu trude day, dé chiu va vui vé. Nhung t6i khong biét
noi gi.

Chung t61 to1 tang chin, va cira mo ra.

“C0 1€ t01 c6 thé tiep tuc tur day,” Jack noi. “Thyc ra to1 chi yéu cau co
di cung dé noi chuyén.”

Lung ting, toi chuyén tap ho so sang tay anh ta.

“Thé day, Emma,” anh ta ndi van bang giong trinh trong d6. “Trong
truong hop toi khong gip lai co... rat vui dugc biét ¢6.” Anh ta bat gip anh
mat toi va mot tia 4m ap ci lai 16e 1én. “Toi thuc long day.”

“To1 cung vay,” to1 noi, co hong nghen lai.
. 9 9 " v .

T6i khong mudn anh ta di. Toi khéng mudn chuyén nay két thic. Toi
cam thay mudn dé nghi anh ta di ubng mot ly. Toi cam thay mubn bam vao
tay anh ta va no1: Pung di.

Chua o1, c6 gi khong o6n voi to1 vay chir?

“Chuic anh ¢6 chuyén di t6t dep,” toi cd ging no6i khi anh ta bat tay
t6i. Roi anh ta quay di, budc vé phia cudi hanh lang.

T61 m& miéng vai lan dinh goi anh ta - nhung to1 s€ no1 gi chu?
Chang c6 gi dé noi ca. Sang mai, anh ta s€ 1én may bay tr¢ lai véi cude doi
minh. Con to1 s€ ¢ lai day vaoi cudc doi toi.

Sudt thoi gian con lai cua ngay hom do, toi cam thay ndng né. Tat ca
nhirng nguoi khac déu noi veé bira ti€c chia tay cua Jack Harper, riéng t61 thi
roi chd 1am sém nira tiéng. Téi di thang vé nha, ty pha cho minh mot coc s6
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cd la nong, ngoi trén sofa, va nhin cham cham vao hu khong trong luc
Connor budc vao can ho.

T6i nhin 1én khi anh budc vao phong, va ngay lap tic toi biét c6 diéu
gi d6 da thay doi. Khong phai v6i anh. Anh khong hé thay doi. Nhung t6i
thi c¢6. To6i da thay doi.

“Chao em,” anh n61, hon nhe 1én dau to1. “Ching ta s€ di cha?”
“P1 u?”

“Pi xem can ho ¢ phd Edith. Chiing ta phai nhanh 1én néu mudn kip
t6i bita tiéc. O, va me anh co tang cho ching ta mot moén qua tan gia déy.
N6 duoc chuyén t6i chd lam.”

Anh dua cho t6i mot hop cac tong. Toi 16i ra mot cai 4m pha tra bang
thuy tinh va ngdy ra nhin no.

“Em c6 thé giir cho 14 tra tach khoi nudc. Me nédi né 1am tach tra ngon

2

hon...
“Connor,” t01 nghe thady minh noi. “Em khong lam dugc.”
“Kha dé théi ma. Em chi phai nhac mo...”

“Khong.” To1 nham mat, c6 lay hét can dam, roi lai md mat ra. “Em
khong thé lam chuyén nay. Em khong thé chuyén dén song vaoi anh.”

“Sao?” Connor nhin toi tran troi. “Co chuyén gi xay ra sao?”

“Phai. Khong.” Toi nudt khan. “Em di ngd ngo mot thoi gian, vé
chung ta. Va gan day, nhitng moi nghi ngd do... da dugc khang dinh. Néu ta
tiép tuc, em sé& 1a ké sdng gia tao. Chuyén d6 khong cong bang véi ca hai
chung ta.”

“Sao?” Connor vudt mat. “Emma, em dang n61 em muon... muon...”
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“Em muon chia tay,” t61 noi, nhin cham cham xu6ng tham.
“Em dang noi1 dua.”

“Em khong dua!” toi noi trong ndi dau dot ngdt ta dén. “Em khong
dua, duoc cha?”

“Nhung... chuyén nay that ky cuc! That 1a ky cuc!” Connor di quanh
phong nhu mdt con su tir cdu kinh. Bt nhién anh nhin t6i.

“Chinh 13 chuyén bay d6.”

“Sa0?” Toi nhay 1én nhu thé bi bong. “Y anh 14 sa0?”
“Em d4 thay d6i ké tir sau chuyén bay dén Scotland.”
“Khéng, em khong thay d6i!”

“Co6 day! Em dé cau, em cang thiang...” Connor ngoi xudng trudc mat
t01 va nam tay toi. “Emma, hinh nhu em dang phai chiu dung mot ki€u chan
dong. C6 1€ em nén di tu van.”

“Connor, em khong can tu van!” Toi git tay ra. “Nhung c6 thé anh
n6i dang. C6 1& chinh chuyén bay d6...” T6i nubt khan. “Pi tac dong dén
em. Co 1& nd dua cudc séng ctia em vé dung chd va khién em nhan ra vai
diéu. Va mot trong nhitng diéu em nhén ra 13, ching ta khong danh cho
nhau.”

Mot cach cham chap, Connor ngéi thup xuéng tham, nét mat anh
hoang mang.

“Nhung moi chuyén da rat tuyét! Ching ta da 1am tinh rat nhiéu kia

29

ma...
“Em biét.”

“Cé ai khac phai khong?”
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“Khoéng!” t6i noi gay gat. “Tat nhién 1a khong c6 ai!” Toi di ngon tay
trén vo boc sofa.

“Khong phai 1a em dang n6i,” Connor dot nhién bao. “Po6 1a do tdm
trang cua em thoi. Anh s€ chuan bi cho em mot bon nudce tam nong, dot vai
cay nén thom...”

“Connor, em xin anh!” to1 kéu 1én. “Em khong can ciy nén thom nao
nira! Anh phai nghe em n6i. Va anh phai tin em.” T6i nhin thang vao mat
anh. “Em muon chia tay.”

“Anh khong tin em!” anh noi, lic dau. “Anh biét em ma, Emma! Em
khong phai kiéu nguoi d6. Em s& khong ném bo moi thir di nhu vay. Em
khong...”

Anh dung lai strng sot khi, khong hé canh bdo trudce, t6i ném manh
cai am tra xudng san.

C4 hai chung t61 cung cham cham nhin no, siing so.

“N6 phai v&,” toi giai thich sau mot hoi im ling. “Va d6 1a dau hiéu
cho cau tra 16i c6 ddy, em s& ném bo moi thir di. Néu em biét nhirng thi d6
khong phu hop vo1 em.”

“Anh nghi n6 bi v& mat r61,” Connor noi, nhat chiéc am 1én kiém tra.
“C6 mot vét ran bang soi toc.”

“Anh thiy roi d6.”
“Ta van c6 thé sir dung no...”
“Khong. Ta khong thé.”

“Ta c6 thé dung keo Sellotape.”
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“Nhung n6 s€ khong bao gid con tot nira.” TO1 nam chat tay. “Pon
gian la... n6 khong con dung dugc nira.”

“Anh hi€u,” Connor néi sau thoang ngap ngung.
Va t61 nghi cudi cung anh da hiéu ra.

“Vay thi... anh s€ di,” r6t cudc anh noi. “Anh s€ goi cho nguoi chu
can hd va noi véi ho ching ta...” Anh dung lai, quét miii that manh.

“Puoc rdi,” t6i nodi bang giong nghe khong hé gidng giong minh.
“Liéu ta co thé giir kin chuyén nay véi moi ngudi & chd lam khoéng?” t6i noi
thém. “Chi 1a tam thoi thoi.”

“Tat nhién,” anh noi coc 16c. “Anh s& khong noi gi.”

Gitra duong di ra cua, anh dot ngdt quay lai, tho tay vao trong tui.

“Emma, day 1a vé du budi lién hoan nhac jazz,” anh no1, giong hoi ran vo.
“Em cam lay.”

“Sa0?” Tbi nhin cip vé trong con hoang hét. “Khong! Connor, anh
giit 14y di. Chung 14 ctia anh!”

“Em cam lay di. Anh biét em dd mong cho thé nao dé duogc nghe
nhém T tau Dennisson.” Anh dai cdp vé mau me vao tay toi ro1 khép cac
ngon tay lai.

“Em... em...” t61 nén chiu dung. “Connor... em chi... em khong biét
phéi no1 gi.”

“Chung ta s€ van ludn c6 nhac jazz,” Connor n6i bang giong nghen
nghen, va dong ctra lai sau lung.
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Muwoi mot

Vay la gio day to61 khong dugce thang chire, cling khong c6 ban trai.
P6i mat sung hiip vi khoc. Va moi ngudi déu nghi toi bi dién.

“Cau that dién r6,” Jemima néi, cit mudi phat mat lan. Do 1a sang thi
Bay, nhu thuong 1& chung t6i dang mic d6 ngt, udng ca phé, va nung nju
con chénh choang. Hodc trong trudng hop cia toi thi 1a cudc chia tay. “Cau
thuc sy nhan ra cau da chan ngéy anh éy‘?” C6 ta nhiu may nhin Xuéng bo
mong chan son mau héng nhat cua minh. “T¢ lai ¢ tuong cau s€ c6 mot
vién da trén ngon tay trong sau thang nita co day.”

“Té twdng cau bao t& dd pha hong moi co hoi khi chuyén téi ¢ cung
anh 4y,” t61 sung sia dop lai.

“Thé day, trong truong hop cua Connor, t& nghi cau s€ an toan.” Co
lac dau. “Cau dung la dién.”

“Cau co nghi t& dién khong?” to61 nd1, quay sang Lissy luc d6 dang
ngoi trén ghé bap bénh, vong tay 6m gdi, in mot miéng banh mi nudng nho.
“Hay noi that!”

“0... khong,” Lissy néi khong thuyét phuc 1am. “Tat nhién 13 khong
r3it”

“Cau co6 nghi nhu vay!”

“Chi 1a... ¢6 vé nhu hai cau 1la moét cap tuyét voi.”
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“T& biét vay. TG biét bén ngoai trong bon td rat tuyét.” Toi ding lai,
cd gang giai thich. “Nhung sy that 13, t& chua bao gid cam thdy duoc 1a
chinh minh. Ctr nhu bon t& dang dién kich vay. Cau biét ddy. Chang hiéu
sa0, moi chuyén ctr khong thire thé nao d6.”

“Chi ¢6 vay thoi sa0?” Jemima ngat 151, nhin t6i cham cham nhu thé
t61 noO1 sai nglr phap vay. “Do 1a 1y do cau chia tay?”

“Do 1a 1y do kha hop 1y, cau khong nghi vay sao?”” Lissy bénh vuc.
Jemima ngdy ngudi nhin hai ching toi.

“Tat nhién la khong! Emma, néu cau bam ri€t dén cung va hanh dong
nhu thé cac cau la mot cdp doi hoan hao du lau, thi rot cudc cac cau s€ tro
thanh cap do6i hoan hao.”

“Nhung... nhung bon t¢ s€ khong hanh phuc!”

“Céc cu co thé trd thanh mét cap hoan hao,” Jemima néi, nhu thé
dang giai thich diéu gi d6 cho mot dua tré ngdc nghéch. “Ré rang cac cau
s& hanh phtic.” C6 ta than trong dung 1én, cdc ngén chan son mau hong xoe
ra, va bat dau di vé phia ctra. “Va sao ciing dugc. Cha ai that 1ong trong mot
moi quan hé ca.”

“Khoéng dau! Hay it nhat, ho khong nén lam vay.”

“Tat nhién ho nén lam vay! Chuyén phai trung thuc v6i nhau bi day
cao qua muc.” CO ta nhin ti ra vé day hiéu biét. “Me t& da cudi bd té ba
muoi ndm, ma bd t& van khong biét me t& khong phai 1a nguoi toc vang tu
nhién.”

Co ta budc ra khoi phong, té1 va Lissy nhin nhau.

“Cau c6 nghi 1a co ta n61 dung khong?” t61 hoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khéng,” Lissy noi véi vé khong chic chan. “Tét nhién la khong! Cac
mbi quan h¢ nén dugc xay dang dya trén... dya trén sy tin tudng... va su
thanh that...” C6 Ay ngap ngung, nhin t6i lo lang. “Emma, cau chua bao gio
noéi voi t& cdu cam thdy nhu vay vé Connor.”

“T¢... khong noi véi ai.”

Piéu nay khong hin 1a ding, ngay lap ttc toi nhan ra. Nhung toi s&
khong néi voi co ban than nhat rang t6i ké chuyén cho mot ngudi la nghe
nhiéu hon 1a cho ¢6 ay, phai khong nao?

“T¢ thuc sy mong cau tin tudng to nhiéu hon,” Lissy tha thiét.
“Emma, hdy dua ra nghi quyét méi. Tir gid tré di ching ta s& ké cho nhau
nghe moi chuyén. Ching ta khong nén giit bi mat véi nhau, du thé nao di
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nira. Chung ta 1a ban than nhat cta nhau

“Pong y!” t61 nodi, long chot trao dang cam xtc am ap. Va dot ngot
y ) .
vuon nguoi sang Om co.

Lissy néi rat dang. Chung t6i nén tin tuong nhau. Ching t6i khong
nén gilt bi mat v4i nhau. Y toi 13, chiing t6i d quen nhau hon hai muoi nim
nay, vi Chua.

“Vay, néu chung ta n61 v&i nhau moi chuyén...” Lissy can m0t miéng
banh mi nudng, nhin t61 day an y. “Li¢u chuyén cau bo Connor c6 li€én quan
gi dén anh chang d6 khong? Anh chang trén may bay ay?”

T6i cam thdy mot thoang dan vit, nén nhap mot ngum ca phé dé 1o di.

Chuyén d6 c6 lién quan dén anh ta ching? Khong. Khong, khong doi
nao.

“Khong,” to1 n61 ma chang nhin lén. “Khong hé lién quan.”

Ca hai ching t61 cung nhin man hinh ti vi mét lac, trén do Kylie
Minogue dang tra 10i phong van.
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“Q, duoc thoi!” toi ndi, dét nhién nhd ra. “Vay néu ta thuc su dang
hoi chuyén nhau... thi cau thyc sy da lam gi véi anh chang Jean-Paul trong
phong cau thé?”

Lissy hit mot hoi that sau.
“Va dung co ndi voi td bon cau dang xem lai vai ghi chép ciia mot vu
kién,” t61 n6i thém. “Bo1 vi n€u vay s€ khong c6 may tiéng thinh thich ay

2

dau.

“O!” Lissy noi, trong nhu dang bi don vao duong cung. “Puoc thoi.
Thé day... bon t6...” C6 ay nuot mot ngum ca phé va trdnh cai nhin sam soi
cua to1. “Bon té... tm... lam tinh.”

“Sa0?” Toi nhin ¢b 4y, chung himg.

“Dung thé. Bon t& ngu vo1 nhau. Do 1a 1y do té khong noi véi cau. To
xau ho.”

“Cau va Jean-Paul ngu v61 nhau?”

“Pung!” C6 iy hang giong. “Bon t& lam chuyén 4y day dam mé...
dam duc... nhuc cam.”

C6 gi d6 khong 6n & day.

“T¢ khong tin ciu,” to1 ndi, nhin ¢6 ay that lau. “Cac cau khong ngu
v61 nhau.”

Nhitng cham hong trén ma Lissy sim mau déan.

“Co mal”

“Khong phai! Lissy, cac cau thyc sy dang lam gi?”

“Bon t¢ lam tinh, dugc chu?” Lissy kich dong noi. “Anh éy la ban trai

mai cua td va... do 1a viéc bon t& lam! Gio thi hay dé cho té yén.” Co ay boi
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r6i dimg day, lam vun banh mi nho roi tung toe, va ra khoéi phong, hoi truot
chan trén tham.

T61 nhin theo ¢0, hét strc to mo.

Tai sao ¢ 4y lai noi d6i? Co Ay 1am cai quai quy gi trong d6? Con gi
xau ho hon 1a tinh duc, vi Chtia? Téi bi kich thich dén mirc gan nhu cam
thdy vui 1én.

N6i thuc thi d6 khong phai 1 cudi tuan tuyét nhat trong doi t6i. N6
tham chi con do tuyét hon khi to61 nhan duge buu thiép ctia bd me tir Le Spa
Meridien, bao cho toi biét ho dang c6 quang thoi gian tuyét voi dén thé nao.
Va tham chi con do tuyét hon nira khi t61 doc tir vi cua minh trong t& Mail,
n6 cho biét co6 thé toi dd pham mot sai 1am 16n.

Nhung t6i sang thir Hai, t6i cam thdy kha hon. To6i khdng pham sai
1am. Cudc doi moi cia toi bat dau tir hom nay. T6i s& quén moi thir vé tinh
yéu tinh bao va tap trung vao sy nghiép. Tham chi toi c6 thé tim mot cong
viéc moi.

Khi ra khoi ga xe dién ngam, t6i bat dau thiy thich tha véi ¥ tudng
nay. Toi s& ndp ho so vao vi tri Quan Iy Marketing & Coca-Cola hay dau do.
Va t61 s€ thanh cong. Paul s€ dot nhién nhan ra 6ng ta sai 1am dén thé nao
khi khong thing chirc cho toi. Va ong ta s& dé nghi toi & lai, nhung toi s&
noi1, “Qua muon rOi. Ong da c6 co hdi.” Roi ong ta s€ van nai, “Emma, li¢u
toi c6 thé 1am gi dé co thay d6i quyét dinh?”” Khi d6 t6i s& noi...

Luc t61 té1 van phong, Paul dang chii miii dudi san, to1 bén tho o
ngodi 1én ban ong ta, vong tay om dau goi (Ct nhu thé t6i dang mic mot
chiéc quan méi va di gidy Prada vay) va noi, “Ong biét day, Paul, tit ca
nhiing gi 6ng phai lam 1a ton trong t61 mdt chut...”
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Khi that. Mit t6i hudng toi mot diém va toi dimg mo mong lai giira
chimg, tay dit trén cira kinh. C6 mot mai dau hoe vang trong sanh.

Connor. Con hoang hot xam chiém 14y toi. Toi khong thé vao trong
d6. Toi khong thé 1am diéu d6. Toi khong thé. ..

Sau d6 cai dau chuyén dong, va hoa ra d6 khong phai 1a Connor, ma
13 Andrea ¢ Phong Ké toan. Toi ddy ctra md, cam thdy minh nhu mot con
ngéc thuc su. Chua o1, trong to1 that nhéch nhac. Tai phai lam chu duogc
minh, bai vi chang chong thi chay toi ciing phai gap Connor, va toi s& phai
d6i mat v6i chuyén do.

ft nhat chwa ai ¢ chd 1am biét chuyén ca, toi nghi trong lic budc 1én
cau thang. Piéu d6 s& khién moi chuyén kho khan gap triéu lan. Khi c6 ai
do di t6i chd t6i va bao...

“Emma, t& rat tiec phai nghe vé chuyén cau va Connor!”

“Sao?” Pau t61 giat ndy 1én vi sing sot va to1 thay mot co gai tén la
Nancy di vé phia minh.

“P6 that 1a tiéng sét giira troi xanh! Trong sb tat ca nhitng cip doi
chia tay, t& khong bao gio nghi s€ c6 hai cau. Nhung moi chuyén xay ra, ta
khong bao gid biét trude...”

To1 nhin ¢6 ay bang hoang. “Sao... sao cdu biét?”

“0, moi nguodi déu biét ca ma!” Nancy noi. “Cau biét toi thir Sau vira
ro1 ¢6 mat bira tiéc nhd chit? Connor da téi do, anh ay kha say. Va anh ay
da ke vé1 moi nguoi. Trén thuc t€, anh ay da c6 ca mot bai phat bi€éu nho!”

“Anh 4y... anh dy da lam gi?”

“Bai phat biéu kha cam dong, thuc su la thé. N6 néi vé chuyén anh éy
cam thdy Panther nhu gia dinh minh va rang anh 4y biét moi ngudi déu sé
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gitip d& anh ay vuot qua thoi gian kho khin ndy. Va cau nita, tat nhién,” co
ay n6i thém sau mot thoang suy nghi. “Mic du vi cdu 13 nguoi chu dong
chia tay, Connor thuc su méi 1a ngudi bi ton thuong.” Co ay cui vé phia toi
v6i vé bi mat. “Td phai noi rang, rat nhiéu cd gai dang nghi cau bi chap
mach!”

T6i khong tin ndi diéu ndy. Connor c6 ca mot bai phét biéu vé chuyén
chia tay cua chung t6i. Sau khi da hua s€ gilt yén lang. Va gid moi nguoi
déu dtng vé phia anh dy.

“Pung the,” cuodi cung to1 nd1. “Thé day, td nén tiep tuc...”

“Chi vi chuyén d6 that dang tiéc.” Nancy nhin t6i day do hoi. “Hai
cau dudong nhu rat hoan hao!”

“T¢ biet.” To1 nan ra mdt nu cuoi. “Thoi nhe. Hen gap cau sau.”

T6i budc t6i chd may pha ca phé mdi va dang nhin tran trdi vao hu
khong, cb ging khong nghi dén chuyén nay nita, thi mot giong nodi bén 1&n
cat ngang.

“Emma?” to1 ngudc 1€n va con tim se lai. D6 la Katie, dang cham
cham nhin t61 nhu thé t61 mé1 moc thém dau.

“Chao cau!” t61 noi, co gang to giong ho hoi.

“D6 c6 phai 1a su that?” co dy thi tham. “Co ding thé khong? Bai vi
t& khong tin do 1a sy that, trir khi t& nghe chinh miéng cau n6i.”

“DPung,” t61 ludng lu. “Do 1a su that. Connor va té da chia tay.”
“Oi, Chua oi.” Hoi thd cua Katie trd nén gap gap. “Oi Chta oi. D6 1a

su that. Oi Chaa oi. Oi Chua oi, t& thuc su khong thé chiu dung chuyén
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nay...

Khi that. C6 ay dang thé qua nhanh. T6i tam ldy mot tai dudng da hét
va nhét vao miéng co ay.
“Katie, binh tinh lai di!” t6i n6i khan khoan. “Hit vao... tho ra...”

“T& da hoang loan sudt may ngay cudi tuan,” cd ay ¢ noi gitta nhiing
hoi tho. “Pém qua t& tinh ddy, md héi lanh toat va t& chi thAm nghi, néu
dung 1a nhu vay thi thé giéi ndy khong con ¥ nghia gi nita. Pon gian 1a
khong con y nghia gi nira.”

“Katie, bon t& chia tay! Chi c6 vay thoi. Ngoai kia ngudi ta van chia
tay nhau day ra ddy.”

“Nhung cau va Connor dau phai may nguoi d6! Hai cau 1a mot cip
hoan hao! Y t& 13, néu cac cau khong thé hoa hop, thi bat ctr ai trong nhiing
nguoi con lai bon té lai di mat cong thu lam gi co chu?”

“Katie, bon t& khong phai mot ciap hodn hdo!” toi néi, ¢ gang giir
binh tinh. “Bon t& chi 1a mot cap binh thuong. Va moi chuyén khong on,
va... va nhitng chuyén thé nay van thuong xay ra ma.”

“Nhung...”
“Noi1 that nhé, t& khong mudn noéi1 vé chuyén nay.”
: ye y

“0,” ¢6 ay ndi, nhin toi tran trin qua chiéc tui xach. “O Chua oi, tat
nhién. T¢ xin 161, Emma. T& khong... t& chi... cau biét day, chuyén do that
soc do1 voi to!”

“Thoi nao, cau chua ké cho t& v€ cudc hen cua cau voi Phillip dau
day,” t61 no1 kién quyét. “Lam t& vui bang chut tin tot di nao.”

Hoi tho cua Katie diu dan lai, r61 co ay ha chiéc tii xudng.

“Thuc ra, moi chuyén rat tot,” c6 ay noi. “Bon t&d s€ gap lai nhau!”
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“Tuyét lam,” t6i khuyén khich.

“Anh 4y rat quyén ril. Va lich thiép. Bon t& c6 khiéu hai hude giéng
nhau, va bon t¢ thich nhitng thu giéng nhau.” Mot nu cudi bén 1én nd ra
trén mat Katie. “Thuc su, anh iy rat dang yéu!”

“Nghe tuyét diy! Cau thay chi?” Tbi siét tay co dy. “Céau va Phillip
co 1€ s€ trd thanh mdt cap tuyét hon té véi Connor nhiéu. Cau mudn uéng
ca phé cha?”

“Khéng, cam on. Té phai di day. Phong t6 s& hop voi Jack Harper vé
van dé nhan syu. Hen gap lai cau.”

“Dugc ro1, hen gap lai cau,” toi lo dang.
Khoang ndm gidy sau dau 6c t61 mo1 hoat dong tro lai.

“Ch¢ chat.” Toi voi v chay doc hanh lang, tom 14y vai c6 dy. “C6
phai cau vira né1 Jack Harper?”

“Dung.”

“Nhung... nhung anh ta di di roi co ma. Anh ta di hom tha Sau.”
“Khong dau. Anh ta di d6i y.”

T6i nhin ¢ ay hoai nghi.

“Anh ta doi y?”

“Dung.”

“Vay...” toi nuét khan. “Vay anh ta van ¢ day?”

“Tat nhién anh ta van & day!” Katie vira noi vira cudi. “Anh ta dang &
y
trén gac.”
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Dot nhién chan té1 khong ding virng.
“Tai sao...” t01 héng giong, luc d6 da hoi khan. “Tai sao anh ta lai doi
}’,?”

“Ai biét duoc chtr?” Katie nhtn vai. “Anh ta 13 sép. Anh ta ¢ thé 1am
bat ctr diéu gi anh ta thich, phai khong? Noi cho cau biét nhé, anh ta dudng
nhu rit nhay cam.” C6 4y ldy trong tGi quan ra mot goi keo gom va dua cho
t6i. “Anh ta di rat tir té véi Connor sau khi anh ay phat biéu...”

T6i cam thdy choang vang.

“Jack Harper nghe duoc bai dién van cua Connor? Vé chuyén bon t&
chia tay?”

“Dung! Anh ta dung ngay canh Connor.” Katie boc keo gom. “Sau do
anh ta noi diéu gi d6 vo cung tir té, dai loai nhu anh ta c6 thé hinh dung
Connor cam thay thé nao. Diéu d6 khong tuyét sao?”

To1 can ngd1 xudng. Toi1 can suy nghi. Toi can...

“Emma, cau khong sao chu?” Katie néi véi vé mat hét tinh than.
“Chua o1, té that vo y...”

“Khong, khong sao dau,” t61 bang hoang noi. T¢ khong sao ma. Hen
gap lai cau sau.”

Pau 6c toi quay cudng trong luc t6i bude vao Phong Marketing.

Day khong phai la cach moi chuyén nén xay ra. Jack Harper phai tr¢
lai My. Anh ta khong dugc phép biét rang toi di thang vé nha sau cudc noi
chuyén vo1 anh ta va chia tay Connor.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i cam thay dau dén vi nhuc nhi. Anh ta s& nghi t6i bé Connor boi
nhitng gi anh ta néi véi toi trong thang may, chang phai thé sao? Anh ta s&
nghi chuyén d6 14 vi anh ta. Ma dau phai vay. Hoan toan khong phai vay. It
nhét, khong hoan toan nhu vay...

C6 18 do 1a 1y do...

Khéng. That 16 bich khi nghi rang chuyén anh ta luu lai day lai co gi
d6 lién quan dén t6i. Lo bich. Toi khong biét tai sao minh lai bon chon nhu
vay.

Khi t61 di to1 gan ban minh, Artemis ngang 1én tr to Marketing Week.
g ; g

“0, Emma. T6i médi nghe chuyén ¢6 va Connor.”

“Cam on,” to1 noi. “Nhung t61 khong muodn no1 vé chuyén do.”
) y

“Dugc thoi,” Artemis noi. “Sao cling dugc. Toi chi muon to ra lich
su.” CO ta nhin vao td gidy nhan trén ban minh. “Nhan tién, c¢6 tin nhan cua
Jack Harper cho c6.”

“Sao?” to1 sling so0.

Khi that. T6i khong dinh to ra stng sot nhu vay. “Y tdi 14, ¢ chuyén
gi vay?” to1 no1 thém véi giong binh than hon.

“Hay mang hd so...” C6 ta liéc nhin vao to gidy. ... Leopold t&i vin
phong anh dy. Anh 4y néi cd biét d6 1a cai gi. Nhung néu co khong tim
dugc thi cling khong sao.”

T6i nhin ¢6 ta cham cham, tim t6i danh tréng trong 16ng ngyuc. Ho6 so
Leopold.

D6 la Iy do dé ching t6i roi khoi ban...

D6 12 mat ma. Anh ta mudn gip toi.
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Oi Chua oi. Oi Chua oi.

T6i chua timg hao hirc, kich dong va siing so hon thé trong doi. Tat
ca déu va toi cung lic.

T6i ngdi xubng, nhin vao man hinh tréng khong trong mot phut. Sau
d6 bang nhiing ngodn tay run ray, toi 1ay ra mot tap ho so trong. Toi cho toi
khi Artemis quay di rdi viét chit “Leopold” vao gdy, c¢b gidu nét chir cua
minh.

Gi0 to1 phai lam gi day?

Thé day, rat rd rang. T6i phai cam 1én géc, téi vin phong anh ta.

Trir phi... Oi, khén kiép. Cé phai t6i ngu ngdc 1im khong? Liéu c6
mot ho so Leopold thuc khong?

To1 vo1 va vao co so dit lieu cua cong ty va nhanh chong danh 1énh
tim kiém ‘Leopold’. Nhung khong tim dugc két qua nao.

Puoc thoi. T6i di dung ngay tir dau.

T6i dinh day ghé dung 1én thi mot y nghi hoang tudng chot dén. Néu
ai 6 ngan t6i lai hoi t6i hd so Leopold 1a gi thi sao? Hay néu t6i danh roi
n6 xudng san va moi ngudi déu thay no tréng rong?

To1 vo1 mo mat file moi, sang tao ra mot ti€u dé thu dep dé va danh
mot bic thu cia 6ng Ernest P. Leopold giri t6i cong ty Panther. Toi bam
1énh in, budc téi may in va nhanh chong 13y birc thu d6 ra trude khi bat cir
ai khac kip nhin thdy. Du rang chang ai thém mdy may quan tim.

“Dugc ro1,” to1 binh than no6i1, nhét nd vao bia ho so. “To61 s€ mang tap
ho so 1én, sau do...”

Artemis tham chi chang budn ngang dau 1én.
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Khi buéc doc hanh lang, bung t61 quin 1én, t61 cam théy but rut va
bdn chodn, nhu thé moi ngudi trong ca toa nha nay déu biét toi dang lam gi
vay. Co mot cai thang may cho di 1én, nhung t6i di vé phia cau thang bo,
thir nhat 12 dé t6i khong phai néi chuyén véi ai va thir hai 1a boi tim toi dap
qua nhanh, t6i cam thay phai tiéu hao bét chiit ning luong cang thang.

Tai sao Jack Harper lai mudn gip t6i? Boi vi néu dé noéi véi toi rang
anh ta di dung vé chuyén Connor, khi d6 anh ta c6 thé chi... anh ta hoan
toan co thé... Dot nhién t6i hdi tudng lai khong khi kinh khing trong thang
may, va bung t61 chon ron. Néu moi chuyén thanh ra bat tién thi sao? Néu
anh ta n6i gian véi t6i?

Minh khong phéi 1én do, toi ty nhi. Anh ta 3 dé cho minh mot 16i
thoat. Minh c6 thé dé dang goi dién cho thu ky ctia anh ta va noi, “Xin 16i,
t6i khong tim duoc hd so Leopold,” va d6 sé& 1a diu cham hét.

Trong mot thoang, to1 ludng lu trén bac da caAm thach, nhirng ngon
tay nam chat tap ho so. Roi tdi tiép tuc budc di.

Khi t&i gan cira vin phong cua Jack, toi thay khong phai mot trong
nhing co thu ky dang ngdi ¢ d6, ma 1a Sven.

Oi Chtia oi. Toi biét Jack néi anh ta 1a ban than nhit cua Jack, nhung
t6i khong thé ngin noi cam gidc d6. Toi thuc sy cam thdy ngudi ndy that
dang so.

“Chao anh,” t6i n6i. “O... anh Harper bao t6i mang ho so Leopold 1én
day.

Sven nhin toi, va trong mot gidy nhu thé gitta chiing toi c6 mot cudc
giao tiép thAm ling nho nho vdy. Phai chiang anh ta biét? C6 1& chinh anh ta
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cling dung mat ma Leopold. Anh ta nhic dién thoai 1én va, sau mét giay,
anh ta noi, “Jack, Emma Corrigan dang ¢ ddy cing v6i hd so Leopold.” Sau
do anh ta dat dién thoai Xuéng, n61 ma khong mim cuoi, “Co vao di.”

T6i budc vao, cam thiy bat rat. Cin phong khong 16 14t san gb, va
Jack ngdi sau mot chiéc ban gb 16n. Khi anh ta nhin 1én, d6i mat anh ta am
ap than thi¢n, va t61 cam théy nhe nhom di dugc do1 chut.

“Chao ¢6,” anh ta noi.
“Chao anh,” toi dap lai. Mot khoang yén ling ngin ngui.

“Vay, rm, day 1a ho so Leopold,” toi néi, roi dua cho anh ta tap ho
SO.

“Ho so Leopold.” Anh ta cudi. “T6t 1lam.” Sau d6 anh ta mo ra va
ngac nhién nhin to gidy. “Cai gi day?”

“Do 1a... mot buc thu ciia 6ng Leopold & Cong ty Leopold.”

“Co soan thao mdt buc thu cua 6ng Leopold?” Gigng anh ta co vé
strng sot, va dot nhién toi cam thdy minh that ngdc nghéch.

“Chi 1a dé dé phong trudng hop t6i danh roi tip hd so xudng san va
c6 ngudi nhin thay thoi,” toi 1am bam. “Téi nghi minh s& nhanh chéng bia
ra duoc cai gi 6. No khong quan trong.” Toi ¢b ging rat lai tap hd so,
nhung Jack dua né ra khoi tim véi ciia toi.

“ ‘Tu van phong cua Ernest P. Leopold’,” anh ta doc to, khudn mat
anh 1én vé thich tha. “Toi thdy ong ta mudn dat hang 6.000 thung Panther
Cola. Mot khach hang kha day, cai 6ng Leopold nay.”

“Céai d6 dung cho mot su kién cong ty,” to1 gidi thich. “Ho thuong
dung Pepsi, nhung gan didy mot nhan vién cua ho dung thir Panther Cola, va
n6 ngon dén muec...”
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“Ho phai doi sang dung Panther,” Jack no6i nét. “Cho phép toi noi
thém rang toi rat hai 1ong v6i moi san pham cua cong ty ngai, va di nghién
mic bd d6 di b ctia Panther, bo do thé thao dé chiju nhat ma toi timg biét.”
Anh ta nhin ddm dam vao buc thu, rdi ngang 1én mim cudi. Trudce sy ngac
nhién cua toi, mit anh ta sang 1én lap lanh. “C6 biét khong, Pete s& ngudng
mo diéu nay.”

“Pete Laidler?” t61 ludng lu hoi.

“PDung. Chinh Pete 1a nguoi nghi ra toan bd ¥ twong vé hd so
Leopold. Anh ay van ludn lam thé nay.” Anh ta vd vao buc thu. “Toi gitr
dugc khong?”

“Tat nhién,” to1 nd1, hot kinh ngac.

Anh ta gip no lai nhét vao tii quan. Yén ling trong vai gidy. “Vay,”
cudi cung Jack noi. Anh ta ngang dau 1én nhin t6i véi vé mat khong thé
hién diéu gi. “Co da chia tay véi Connor.”

Bung t6i nhon nhao. T6i khong biét phai noi gi.
“Vay ddy.” T6i vénh cam buéng binh. “Anh di quyét dinh ¢ lai.”

“Pung, viy day...” Anh ta x0e tay ra, dim chiéu nhin may ngon tay.
“T6i nghi t6i s& xem xét k§ ludng hon may chi nhanh & chau Au.” Anh ta
nhin 1én. “Thé con c¢6?”

Anh ta mudn t6i noi toi chia tay Connor vi anh ta, phai khong? Toi s&
khong noi diéu 6. Khong bao gio.

“Ciing 1§ do vay théi.” Toi gat du. “Chi nhanh chau Au.”
Miéng Jack mién cudng cong 1én nu cuoi.

“To1 hieu. Va co khong sao cht?”
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“T6i 6n. Thuc ra, toi dang tan hudng cam giac tu do cia cudc séng
doc than.” T6i lam ctr chi khoat tay. “Anh biét ddy, tu do, linh hoat...”

“Thé thi that tuyét. Thé d6, c6 1& day khong phai khoang thoi gian
thich hop dé...” Anh ta dimng lai.

“Pé lam gi?” to1 noi, hoi qua nhanh.

“Tbi biét bay gior c6 dang dau kho,” anh ta than trong néi. “Nhung toi
dang tu hoi.” Anh ta ngap ngimng mot lic 1au tudng nhu v tan, va téi ¢ thé
cam thiy tim minh dap thinh thich vao mang suon. “Liéu ¢6 ¢6 mudn di dn
t6i lic ndo d6 khong?”

Anh ta moi t61 di choi. Anh ta moi t61 di choi.
T6i hau nhu khong thé map may méi.
“Co,” cudi cung toi noi. “Co, diéu dé that tuyét.”

“Tuyét 1am!” Anh ta ngimg lai. “Van dé duy nhat 13, cudc doi to6i hién
da kha phuc tap. Va voi tinh hinh cua van phong chung ta...” Anh ta dang
rong tay. “C6 18 s& tot hon néu ctr giit kin chuyén nay giita chiing ta.”

“Q, toi hoan toan dong ¥,” t6i ndi nhanh. “Chuing ta nén kin déo.”
“Vay... tdi mai thi sao? Co thuén tién voi cd khong?”

“RAt thuan tién.”

“Tbi s& tdi don cd. Néu co email cho toi dia chi. Tam gio nhé?”
“Tam gio!”

Khi t6i rdi vin phong Jack, Sven liéc nhin 1én va nhudng may, nhung
t61 khong noi gi. Toi tré lai Phong Marketing, c¢b hét strc dé giit vé mit binh
than va diém tinh. Nhung ndi hao hirc ctr trao dang trong bung, va mot nu
cuoi 1on ctr toe toét trén moi.
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Oi Chuia oi. Oi Chuia oi. Toi s& di 4n toi voi Jack Harper. Toi chi... toi
khong thé tin noi...

O, t6i dang dua ai chu? Toi biét chuyén nay s& xay ra. Ngay khi toi
biét anh ta khong vé My. T6i da biét.
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Mueoi hai

T6i chua bao gid thdy Jemima kinh hii nhu vay.

“Anh ta biét moi b/ mdt ctia cau?” Co ta nhin toi nhu thé toi vira tu
hao théng bao minh s& di choi vdi mot ké giét ngudi hang loat. “Y cau la
thé quai nao vay?”

“T¢ ngo1 canh anh ay trén mot chuyén bay, va té ndi voi anh ay moi
diéu v€ ban than.”

T6i nhiu may nhin minh trong guong va nhé mot s¢i 1ong may nira.
Pi bay gio, t6i da tam, da say kho toc va bay gid dang trang diém.

“Va gid anh ay moi cau di choi,” Lissy noi, tay 6m goi. “Chuyén do
chang lang man sao?”

“Cau dang dua, phai khong?” Jemima noi, trong that kinh. “Hay noi
voi to day 1a mot tro dua.”

“Tat nhién t& khong dua! C6 chuyén gi vay chu?”
“Cau di choi vo1 mot nguoi biét moi diéu vé cau.”
“Pung the.”

“Va cau hoi to 1a c6 chuyén gi?” Giong c6 ta hoai nghi. “Cau co dién
khong?”

“Tat nhién té khong dién!”
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“T& biét cAu mé man anh éy,” Lissy noi lan th mot tridu. “TG biét
diéu d6. Ngay tir gidy phut cdu bat dau noi vé anh ay.” C6 Ay nhin vao hinh
toi trong guwong. “Néu 14 td thi té s& dé nguyén bén 1ong may phai do.”

“That sao?” T61 sam so1 ngam nhin mat minh.

“Emma, khong duoc néi hét voi dan 6ng vé ban than minh! Cau phai
gitr lai tho gi d6! Me ludn noi vai to, ta khong bao gio nén d€ mot nguoi
dan ong thay cam xtic hodc nhitng thir bén trong tai xach cua ta.”

“Qua muodn ro1,” t61 nd1, voi doi chiat ngang nganh. “Anh ay da biét
hét.”

“Vay thi chuyén nay s& chang di dén dau dau,” Jemima ndi. “Anh ta
s€ khong bao gio ton trong cau.”

“Co day.”

“Emma,” Jemima néi, gan nhu thuong hai. “Cau khong hiéu sao? Cau
da that bai r61.”

“T& chua that bai!”

D61 khi to1 nghi Jemima khong coi dan ong 1a con nguoi, ma la nguoi
may ngoai hanh tinh, nhiing ké phai dugc chinh phuc bang bat cir phuong
tién nao co thé.

“Cau lam thé chang giip duoc gi cho cd ay, Jemima,” Lissy xen vao.
“Thoi nao. Cau da hen ho véi rat nhiéu doanh nhan giau cd. Chac chan cau
hai ¢6 nhirng 161 khuyén tot chu!”
y

“Puogc rdi.” Jemima thd dai, dat tai xach Xuéng. “Day la mot viéc vo
vong, nhung t6 s& c6 ging hét strc.” CO ta bat dau quét mong tay. “Dau tién
1a phai trong that chinh té.”
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“Thé cau nghi tai sao t& lai nho 16ng may cht?” to61 no61 va lam dic¢u
b0 nhan nho.

“Tét. Pugce thoi, tiép theo 13, ciu c6 thé to ra quan tam dén so thich
cua anh ta. Anh ta thich gi?”

A

“Khong biét. C6 1€ 1a 6 t6. RO rang anh ay c6 du cac 10€1i 0tdcoo
Yy
trang trai.”

“Thé a!” Mit Jemima sang 1én. “Thé thi t6t réi. Hiy vo nhu cdu thich
xe hoi, hdy ra anh ta t61 du mot budi trién 13m xe. Cau c6 thé 14t xem tap
chi xe hot trén duong to1 do.”

“T¢ khong thé,” t6i noi, uéng mot ngum ruou ngot thu-thai-trude-
cudc-hen Harvey’s Bristol Cream. “Trén may bay t& di néi véi anh ay 1a té
ghét xe ¢0.”

“Cau da lam gi co?” Jemima trong nhu thé mudn danh t61. “Cau nodi
vo1 nguot dan ong cau dang hen ho rang ciu ghét s¢ thich cua anh ta a?”

“Hoi d6 té khong biét minh s& hen ho v6i anh ay, phai khong nao?”
To1 tu bao chira, voi léy hop phén nén. “Va lai, d6 1a su thyc. T ghét 6 to
co. Nhimg nguoi ngdi trong d6 ludn cd vé rat ty man va hai long véi ban
than.”

“Sw thdt thi c6 lién quan gi cht?” Jemima cao giong. “Emma, t& xin
16i. T khong thé giup cau. Pay 1a mot tham hoa. C4u hoan toan ¢ thé dé bi
ton thuong. Nhu thé cau mic do nglii ma budc vao cudc chién vay.”

“Jemima, day khong phai mot cudc chién,” t6i phan phao, dao mat.
“Va d6 ciing khong phai mot van co tudng. Pay 1a bita téi voi mot nguoi
dan ong dé thuong!”

“Cau that hay hoai nghi, Jemima,” Lissy phu hoa. “T¢ nghi chuyén
nay vO cung lang man! Ho s€ c6 mot cudc hen hoan hdo, boi vi s€ khong co
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nhimg chuyén bét tién d6. Anh ay biét Emma thich gi. Anh 4y biét cdu 4y
quan tAm dén diéu gi. R rang ho da rat hop nhau.”

“Vay thi, t¢ khong dinh dang gi dén chuyén nay dau nh¢,” Jemima
noi, van lac dau. “Cau s€ mac gi?” Mat c6 ta nheo lai. “Quan ao cua cau
dau r61?”

“Cai vay den cua t¢,” to1 no1 ngay tho. “Va doi xang dan c6 quai.”
To1 chi ra sau ctra, noi dang treo cai vay den.

Mat Jemima nheo hon nita. Chac chadn c¢6 ta c6 thé 1am si quan can vé
tot cua Hitler, t61 thuong nghi vay.

“Cau khong dugc muon vay cua tg.”

“Khong!” t61 phan nd noi. “That tinh, Jemima a, t& cd quan 4o cua to,
cau bict day.”

“Puogc thoi. Theé nhé. Chuc cau vui vé.”

Lissy va to1 cho cho tiéng budc chan cua co ta go xa dan cudi hanh
lang va tiéng cura trudce sap lai.

“Puoc roi!” toi hao hirc, nhung Lissy gio tay 1én.
“Cho da.”

Ca hai chung toi cung ngdi yén trong vai phit. R6i chung toi nghe
tiéng clra trudc mo ra rat nhe.

“Co6 ta dinh bat qua tang chung ta,” Lissy suyt. “Chao!” ¢6 ay ndi, cat
cao giong. “Cé ai ngoai do6 vay?”

“0, chao cac cau,” Jemima noi, xuat hién & ctra phong. “Té quén son
bong.” Mat co ta ludt nhanh khap phong.

“Co 18 cau s& khong tim thdy n6 & ddy dau,” Lissy noi vé ngiy tho.
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“Khong.” Mat c6 ta lai ngd vuc ludt quanh phong mot lan nira.
“Puoc ro1. Chuc cau mot buoi to1 vui ve.”

Mot lan nita budc chan cd ta go xa dan cuoi hanh lang, va mot lan
nira tiéng cura trude sap lai.

“Puoc roi1!” Lissy noi. “DPi thoi.”
. Yy

Chung t6i boc bang dinh Sellotape khoi cira phong Jemima, rdi Lissy
danh ddu nho nhé & chd dan bang dinh. “Chd da!” c6 Ay noéi khi toi siap day
cua. “Con mot cai ntta ¢ phia dudi.”

“L¢ ra cau phai 1a gian di€ép mdi dung,” to1 nd1, nhin cd ay than trong
g0 no ra.

“DPugc r61,” cd ay nodi, may nhiu lai tap trung. “Chac han phai co vai
cai bay nira.”

“Cé ca bang dinh trén tu quan 4o0,” t61 noi. “Va... O1 Chuaa o1!” T61 chi
1én trén. Mot ly nude dugce dat thang bang trén ndc ti quan ao, san sang lam

chung t61 udt nhep néu chung t61 cd gan mo cua.

“Con bo do!” Lissy noi khi t61 véi tay lay coc nude. “Cau biet khong,
hom no t¢ phai danh ca budi t61 chan dién thoai cho co ta, thé ma co ta
tham chi chang them biét on.”

Co ay doi té1 khi to1 lay duge coc nude xudng, ro61 mdi voi tay téi
canh ctra. “San sang chua?”

“San sang.”
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Lissy hit mdt hoi that sau, r61 mé ctra. Ngay lap tirc, mdt tiéng coi
choi tai bat dau kéu vang 1€n. “liti-uuu 1ii-uuu iiii-uuu...”

“Khi that!” c6 noi, dong sap canh cua lai. “Khi that! Co ta lam thé
nao nhi?”

“No6 van kéu!” Toi cudng cuong. “Lam no ngung kéu di. Lam nd
ngung kéu di!”

“T¢ khong biét 1am thé nao! Co 1€ can c6 mdt ma dac bigt!”

C4 hai chung t6i cung dién cudng ddp manh vao ti quan 4o, vo cho
no cho kia, tim nut tat.

“T¢ chang nhin thay nat bam, cong tac, hay bat ctr cai gi...”

Am thanh dot nhién dung lai, va ching t61 nhin nhau cham cham, tho
hon hén.

“Thuyc ra,” Lissy noi sau mot hoi 1au ngdp ngung. “Thuc ra, t& nghi
do6 la tieng coi bao dong cua cai 6 t6 nao do6 ¢ ngoai kia.”

“0,” t6i noi. “O ding. C6 1& dung vay.”

Trong hot bén 1€n, Lissy lai voi tay vao canh ctra, va 1an nay thi yén
lang. “DPugc r61,” cd ay noi. “Day roi1.”

“A1 cha,” chung t61 thot 1€n khi ¢6 ay kéo canh cura mo ra.

T4 quan 4o ctia Jemima trong nhu mot cai ruong chau bau. N6 nhu
mot kho d6 Giang sinh. Toan quan 4o méi, hao nhoang, dep tuyét, cai no
ndi tiép cai kia, tt ca dugc gap gon gang va treo 1én nhiing cai méc thom
tho, nhu trong ctra hang. Toan bd gidy dugc dé trong nhimg hop gidy co
mang che phia trude. Toan bo thit lung duogc treo gon trén moc. Toan bo tai
xach dugc xép thang thém trén gia. D3 khé 1au rdi t6i khong muon cai gi do
ctia Jemima, va moi moén do dudng nhu da thay doi.
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“Chic c6 ta phai danh mot tiéng mdi ngdy dé gilt cho chd nay gon
gang dén vay,” to1 noi, thd dai nhe nhe khi nghi dén mé 16n x0n trong tu
quan 4o cua minh.

“Pung thé day,” Lissy noi. “Td di thiy cb ta lam vay.”

Hay nhd, ti quan 4o ciia Lissy tham chi con té hon. N6 bao gom mot
cai ghé, trén d6 moi thir duoc chat thanh déng 16n. C6 ay néi don dep do
dac khién c6 4y dau dau, va mién 1a moi thtr sach sé thi gon gang hay khong
cO quan trong gi chr?

“Nao!” Lissy cuoi toét va véi lay mot chiéc vay trang 1ap lanh. “Quy
ba muodn t61 nay minh trong thé nao?”

T6i khong dinh mic chiéc vay tring lap lanh ay. Nhung toi van thir.
Thuec ra, ca hai ching t6i dd cung thir rit nhiéu dd, rdi sau d6 ching toi treo
lai tat ca, hét strc can than. C6 mot lac hoi coi xe bao dong khac ¢ ngoai kia
lai vang 1én, va ca hai chung t6i cing gidt ndy ngudi vi hoang hét, rdi ngay
1ap tire lai vo nhu minh khong hé bbi ri.

Cudi cung, t6i chon chiéc 40 mau do méi tuyét dep cia Jemima, co
duong xé ¢ vai, ciing chiéc quan nhung mau den DKNY cua t6i (gia 25
bang ¢ cura hang tur thién Notting Hill) va do1 giay cao got bac Prada cua
Jemima. Sau d6, mac du khong dinh lam thé, vao phut cudi toi van cam mot
chiéc tii Gucci nhé mau den.

“Trong cau tuyét lam!” Lissy noi khi toi xoay mot vong. “Rét 1a thoi
trang!”

“Trong té co6 qua sang trong khong?”
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“T4t nhién 1a khong! Thoi nao, cau sép di an toi véi mot triéu triéu
phu day.”

“Pumng noi thé!” t6i kéu 1én, cam thay bung that lai vi lo lang. T6i
nhin dong hd. Pi gan t6i tam gio.

Oi Chua oi. Gio thi toi thuc su cang théng. Trong luc vui vé chuén bi,
t61 gin nhu quén bing toan bo chuyén nay 1a thé nao.

Hay binh tinh, t6i ty nhi. Chi 12 mot bita toi. Tat ca chi c¢6 vay. Khong
co gi dac bigt. Khong co gi ngoai...

“Khén that!” Lissy nhin ra ngoai cira s6 phong khach. “Khén that! Cé

mot chiéc xe vi dai & ngoai kia!”

“Sao? O dau?” To6i voi va di ra chd co ay, trai tim dap ron. Khi theo
hudng co ay chi, t61 hau nhu khong thé noi.

Mot chiée xe khong 16 sang trong dang cho bén ngoai. Y toi 1a khong
16. N6 mau bac va sang bong, va trong dic biét ndi bat & khu phd nho xiu
ctia chung toi. Trén thuc té, toi c6 thé thdy mot s6 ngudi dang to mo nhin ra
tir ngdi nha dbi dién.

Va ngay lap tirc toi hoang hét. Toi dang lam gi co chia? Pay 1a mot
thé gi6i t6i chiang hé biét dén. Khi ching t6i ngdi trén ghé may bay, Jack va
to1 chi 1a hai nguoi ngang hang nhau. Nhung nhin ching t61 bay gio ma
xem. Hay nhin thé gigi ma anh ay séng - va nhin thé gi¢i ma toi séng.

“Lissy,” to1 no1 bang giong nhoé xiu. “T¢ khong muodn di.”

“Co day!” Lissy ndi - nhung t6i c6 thé thiy, c6 4y ciing hoang so y
nhu to1.

Tiéng chuong cura kéu, va ching to1 cung giat ndy nguoi.

To1 cam thay minh sdp nén oe.
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Puoc thoi. BPuoc thoi. Toi s€ mé cura.

“Chao,” to1 no1 vao hé thong lién lac. “To1 s€... tO1 s€ xudng ngay
day.” T61 bo dién thoai xudng va nhin Lissy.

“Theé day,” to1 run run noi. “Dén ro1 day!”

“Emma.” Lissy nam lay tay to1. “Trudc khi cau di. Pung c6 dé y dén
nhitng gi Jemima ndi. Cir vui vé.” CO ay 6m chat lay t61. “Go1 cho t& néu
cau c6 co hot.”

“Té s€ lam the.”
T61 nhin minh 1an cu6i trong guong ré1 mo ctra di xuong cau thang.

To61 mo cwra ra va Jack dang dimg do, mac 4o vest va deo ca vat. Anh
mim cuoi v6i toi, va toan bd ndi s¢ cla toi tan bién nhu bong bong xa
phong. Jemima da nham. Pau phai toi di nghich véi anh y. T6i dang sanh
budc cung anh 4y day chu.

“Chao em,” anh n61, mim cudi am ap. “Em dep lam.”
“Cam on.”

To1 vo1 tay vao tay nam ctra, nhung mot nguoi dan 6ng doi mii dong
phuc da chay v6i td1 mo cua cho toi.

“Em that ngdc!” t61 ndi cing thang.

To1 khong tin n61 minh dang budce chan vao chiéc xe nay. Téi. Emma
Corrigan. T61 cam thay minh nhu mot co6 cong chtia. Toi1 cam thady minh
nhu mot ngoi sao dién anh.

To1 ngo1 xuong chiéc ghe sang trong, c6 gang khong nghi dén chuyén
n6 khac biét ra sao vai bat ctr chi€c xe nao to1 tung ngoi.

“Em On day cht?” Jack noi.
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“Vang! Em 6n ca!” Giong t6i liu nhiu cing thing.
g g g g

“Emma,” Jack noi. “Ching ta s& rat vui. Anh hira diy. Em di uéng
ruou ngot trudce khi hen ho chua déy‘?”

Sao anh ay biét chir...
O1 dang r61. Minh da néi vt anh ay trén may bay.
“R01, qua la em c¢6 udng mot chat,” to1 thira nhan.

“Em c6 can thém nita khong?” Anh mé ta ruou va toi thdy mot chai
Harvey’s Bristol Cream nam trén khay bac.

“Anh kiém loai do cho em sao0?” to1 sung sot.

“Khéng, d6 1a dd ubng wa thich cia anh.” Mat anh ngay ra khién toi
khong thé khong cudi. “Anh s& ubng ciing em,” anh néi khi dua ly cho toi.
“Anh chua ting thtr loai ndy.” Anh rét cho minh mét chut, udng mot ngum,
roi nho phi phi. “Em nghiém tac ddy chu?”

“No6 ngon ma! N6 c6 vi Giang sinh!”

“No6 ¢6 vi nhu...” Anh lac dau. “Anh tham chi khong mudn néi véi
em nod co vi thé nao. Anh s€ uong whisky néu em khong phién.”

“DPugc thoi,” t61 nhun vai noi. “Nhung anh bo 16 mdt thir ngon day.”
To1 udng mot ngum nira va cuot vui vé vl anh. Gio thi to1 thay hoan toan
thu gian.

Day s€ 1a cudc hen hoan hao.
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Muwoi ba

Chung t61 t61 mdt tiém an & Mayfair ma t61 chua tirng to1. Tham chi,
t6i cling con khong chic lidu t6i da timg téi Mayfair chua. N vo clng sang
trong, sao to1 co thé tung to1 d6 duogc chr?

“Noi nay khé riéng tu,” Jack thi tham khi chung t6i di ngang qua céi
san nho c6 hang cot. “Khong nhiéu nguoi biét chd nay dau.”

“Anh Harper. C6 Corrigan,” mot nguoi dan 6ng mac bd vest Nehru
d6t ngodt xuat hién. “Xin moi di 16i nay.”

Ai cha! Ho biét tén minh!

Chung t6i di qua vai cai cot vao mdt cin phong 1ong 13y c6 khoang ba
d6i nita dang ngdi. C6 mot doi ngdi bén phai ching t6i, va khi chung t6i di
ngang qua, mot phu nit trung nién toc bach kim mic 4o khoac mau vang bat
gip 4nh mat cua toi.

“Xin chao!” ba 4y noi. “Rachel!”
“Sao?” To1 nhin quanh, ngd ngang. Ba ay dang nhin t61 u?

Ba ay dimg 1én khoi ghé, hoi 1ao ddo, va budc téi hon toi. “Chau thé
nao, chau yéu? Lau lam roi khong gip chau!”

Puoc théi, ta c6 thé nguri théy mui ruou tir nam mét kia ma. Va khi
t6i liéc nhin ngudi dang ngdi an cung ba Ay, trong 6ng ta ciing bé bét khong

kém.

“C6 1& bac nham,” t6i lich su. “Chau khong phai la Rachel.”
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“O!” Ngudi phu nir nhin t6i mot luc. Sau d6 ba ay liéc sang Jack va
nét mat ba ay nhu chot bung tinh. “O! O, bac hiéu rdi. Tat nhién chau
khong phai Rachel.” Ba 4y nhay mat v&i toi.

“Khoéng!” T6i hoang hdt. “Bac khong hiéu. Chau thuc su khong phai
Rachel. Chéau la Emma.”

“Emma. Tt nhién rdi!” Ba iy gt dau ra vé tiép tay. “Chiic chau mot
bira to1 tuyét voi! Va luc nao dé hay goi cho bac.”

Khi ba ay loang choang tré lai ghé, Jack nhin t6i day do hoi.
“Em mudn no6i gi voi anh khong?”

“Co,” t6i noi. “Nguoi phu nit d6 say qua rdi.” Khi bat gip cai nhin
ctia anh, t6i khong thé khong cudi khiic khich, va miéng anh giat giat.

“Vay ching ta s€ ngoi xudng cht? Hay em con ¢6 ban be mat lién lac
tr lau ma em mudn chao?”

To1 ngd quanh phong.
“Khong, em nghi chi c6 vay thoi.”

“Néu em chiac. Ctr thoai méai di. Em chic quy 6ng ngdi dang kia
khong phai 1a 6ng em chr?”

“Em khong nghi vay...”

“Ngoai ra, em nén biét rang ddi voi anh chuyén dung biét hiéu khong
c6 van dé gi,” Jack n6i thém. “Chinh anh ciing thuong dung céi tén Egbert.”

To1 cuoi phi, nhung roi voi kim lai. Pay [a mdt ti€ém an sang trong.
Moi ngudi da bat dau nhin ching t6i.

Chung t61 dugc dua td1 mot cai ban trong goc, canh 10 sudi. Mot
nguoi boi ban giup to61 ngdi vao ghé va xép khan an 1én dui toi, trong khi
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mot nguoi khac rot nudce, va mdt ngudi khac moi té1 mot khoanh banh mi.
Diéu tuong tu cling duoc thyc hién véi Jack ¢ phia bén kia ban. Chung t61
¢ tan sau ngudi phuc vu! Toi mudn nhin vao mit Jack va cuoi, nhung
trong anh that than nhién, cr nhu thé diéu nay chang c6 gi dang néi vay.

C6 1& diéu nay /a binh thuong véi anh Ay, tdi chot nhan ra. Chua oi.
C6 18 anh ay c6 ca quan gia pha tra cho anh ay udng va 1a béo cho anh ay
doc mdi ngay mat.

Néu dang véy thi sao? Minh khong thé dé chuyén d6 1am minh béi rdi
duoc.

“Vay,” t6i noi, khi miy ngudi phuc vu di di khoi. “Ching ta s& ubng
gi day?” T6i da nhin k¥ ly d6 udng ctia ngudi phu nit mic d6 mau vang kia.
N6 ¢6 mau hong, diém thém vai lat dua hau trang tri cho chiéc ly, va trong
ngon tuyét.

“Chuyén d6 di duoc giai quyét,” Jack cudi néi, khi ngudi bdi ban
mang dén mot chai sdm banh, bat nép va bat dau rét. “Anh nhd em di noi
trén may bay rang cudc hen hoan hao ciia em nén bat dau bang mot chai
sam banh xuat hién trén ban nhu thé c6 phép thuat.”

“0,” t01 noi, ché ngu cam giac that vong chut xiu. “O... vAng! Em da
noi vay.”

“Chuc strc khoe,” Jack no1, cham nhe vao ly cua toi.

“Chuc suc khoe,” toi nhép mot ngum, va sam banh rat tuyét. Thuc su
rat ngon. R4t nguyén chét va ngon.

Khéng biét thir d6 udng c6 vai lat dua hau kia ¢6 vi thé nao nhi. Thoi
di. Sam banh that hoan hao. Jack néi ding, day 1a diém khoi d¢au hoan hao
cho mot budi hen ho.

“Lan dau tién em udng sam banh la khi em siu tudi...” t61 bat dau.
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“O nha di Sue cta em,” Jack cudi ndi. “Em cdi hét quan 4o rdi ném
xuodng ao.”

“O phai 10i,” t6i ndi, bi chdn gitta chirng. “DPung vay, em da noi voi
anh, phai khong?”

Vay t61 s€ khong lam anh ay phét chan véi nhiing chuyén vat vanh do
nita. T61 nham nhdp sam banh va voi co nghi veé diéu gi d6 khac dé noi.
Diéu gi d6 ma anh ay chua biét.

Co gi khong co cha?

“Anh da chon mot bita an rat dac bi¢t, anh nghi em sé& thich,” Jack
cuo1 noi. “Tat ca da duoc dat trudc, chi danh cho em.”

“Qi chao!” t6i noi, strng sot. “That... tuyét voi 1am sao.”
Mot bita an dat trudc danh riéng cho toi! Ai cha. That khong tin noi.

Chi co diéu... chon d6 an la mdt nra thu vui cta viéc di an ngoai phai
vay khong? D6 gan nhu 1a phan ua thich cua toi.

Du sao. Chuyén doé khong quan trong. Moi chuyén s€ hoan hao Moi
chuyén van dang that hoan hao.

Puoc thoi. Hiy bat dau ndi chuyén.

“Vay anh lam gi trong thoi gian ranh rdi vay?” t6i hoi, va Jack nhun

val.
“Anh di choi. Anh xem bong chay. Anh sua xe...”
“Anh c6 mdt by suu tap xe co! Dung thé. Ai cha. Em thuc sy... tm...”
“Em ghét xe ¢6.” Anh mim cudi. “Anh nhé ma.”

Khén that. T6i dang hy vong c6 1& anh di quén.
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“Em khong ghét miy chiéc xe d6,” t6i no6i nhanh. “Em ghét nhiing
nguoi... nhitng nguoi...”

Khi that. Cau d6 noi ra nghe c6 vé khong on. Toi uéng nhanh mot
ngum sam banh, nhung roi bi sic va bat dau ho. Oi Chua oi, toi thuc su
dang phun phi phi. Mt t6i w6t nhoén.

Va bay gio ca sau ngudi khac trong phong déu quay sang nhin toi
cham cham.

“Em khéng sao chr?” Jack lo ling hoi. “Hay ubng chut nudc di. Em
thich Evian, phai khong?”

“O... vang. Cam on anh.”

Oi, chét tiét that. Téi ghét phai thtra nhan ré“mg Jemima c6 thé ding vé
diéu gi d6. Nhung chic han s& d& dang hon nhiéu néu tdi c6 thé hao hung
n6i, “Oi, em ngudng mo xe co!”

Du sao thi ¢6 gi dang ban tam dau.

Khi t6i dang udéng nudc thi mot dia 6t d6 nudng khong hiéu bang
cach nao hién ra trudc mat toi.

“Ai cha!” to1 sung suéng noi. “Em thich 6t d6 nuong.”

“Anh nhd.” Trong Jack kha ty hao. “Em da noi trén may bay rang
mon an ua thich ciia em la 6t nuong.”

“That sao?” T61 nhin anh cham cham, hoi ngac nhién.

Tro1 o1. To1 khong nho diéu do. Y toi 13, toi thich 6t nudng that,
nhung 1€ nao to61 lai di noi...

“Vi vay anh goi t6i nha hang dé nghi ho lam riéng cho em. Anh
khong an dugc 6t,” Jack noi1 thém khi mot dia so xuét hién trudge mit anh,
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“khong thi anh da an cung em.”

To61 hda hoc mom nhin dia ctia anh. Oi Chta o1. Trong mon so that
tuyét. TO1 nguwong mo mon so.

“Chuc em ngon mi¢ng!” Jack noi vui ve.

'77

“0... vang! Chiic anh ngon miéng

T6i an mot miéng 6t nuéng. Rat ngon. Va anh that chu dao khi nhé
diéu do.

Nhung t61 khong thé khong ngam mon so cua anh. Ching khién toi
phai ra nudc miéng. Nhin thr nude x6t mau xanh dé xem! Chua o1, to1 ca
rang n6 mong nudc va duge nau mot cach hoan hao...

“Em c6 mudn thir mot miéng khong?” Jack noi, doi theo dnh nhin cta
toi.

“Khong!” to1 giat minh dép. “Khong, cdm on anh. Mén 6t nay vo

cung... hoan hao!” T61i cuoi rang r& vo1 anh va dan mot miéng 16m.

Pot nhién Jack vo tay vao thi quan.

“Di¢n thoai cua anh,” anh néi. “Emma, em c6 phién khong néu anh
nghe dién thoai? C¢6 thé c6 chuyén gi do quan trong.”

“Tat nhién 1a khong,” t61 no1. “Anh ctt nghe di.”

Khi anh ra ngoai, t6i khong thé dan long dugc. Toi voi sang, xién mot
con sO. Toi nhdm mit vao nhai, & hwong vi ctia nd xam chiém vi giac cta
t6i. That 1a tuyét diéu. Do 1a thr dd dn ngon nhat toi timg ném trong doi.
T6i dang ban khoan khong hiéu liéu anh c6 biét khong néu tdi an con thir
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hai va dich chuyén nhiing con khac quanh dia mot chuat, thi ngui thay hoi
ruou gin. Nguot phu nit méc 4o vest vang dang diing ngay bén canh toi.

“Hay cho bac biét that nhanh!” ba ay néi. “Chuyén gi dang dién ra
vay?”’

“Chiing t6i dang... an t6i.”

“Bac c6 thé thay diéu d6!” ba dy sbt rudt noi. “Nhung con Jeremy thi
sa0? Cau ay co biét gi khong?”

Oi Chiia oi.
“Nghe nay,” to1 tuy€t vong noéi. “Toi khong phai 1a ngudi ma ba nghi

29

dau...

“Béc hiéu ro1! Bac chua tirng nghi chau 1a nguoi theé nay.” Nguoi phu
nit do si€t chdt canh tay to1. “Tot cho chau. Hay vui vé nhé, bac chi muon
néi thé! Chau da boé nhan cudi ra,” ba ay noéi thém khi liéc nhin vao tay trai

',’

t61. “C6 gai khon ngoan... Uil Anh ta dang t&i rdi! Bac nén di théi

Ba 4y lai loang choang budc di trong luc Jack quay lai chd ngdi, roi
t61 cti nguoi vé phia anh, bat dau cudi khac khich. Jack sé& thich chuyén
nay day.

“Anh doan duoc gi khong?” toi néi. “Em ¢ chong tén 1a Jeremy!
Nguoi ban ciia em ¢ dang kia vira lai day cho em biét day. Anh nghi sao?
Li¢u Jeremy ciing dang ngoai tinh khong nhi?”

Yén lang, va Jack nhin 1én, vé cang théng hién trén nét mat.
“Xin 18i, gi co?” anh noi.
Anh khong nghe 1dy mot 101 toi noi.

To1 khong thé no1 lai mot 1an nita. To1 s€ cam thay minh nhu con
ngdc. Trén thyc t&, to1 da cam thay minh ngoc nghéch roéi. “Khong co gi
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quan trong dau,” t61 no6i, va ¢6 nan mot nu cuoi.

Lai mot khoang yén ldng va to1 cO nghi ra diéu gi d6 dé noi. “Vay, em
cO di€u can tha nhan,” t61 noi, chi vao dia cua anh. “Em da lay trom mot

con so cua anh.”
To1 cho anh vo nhu sung sot, hodc gian dit. Hodc bat cir diéu gi.

“Khong sao,” anh lo dang, va bat dau lay dia choc s6 con lai dua vao

mom.

T6i khong hiéu. Chuyén gi da xay ra? Nhimng cau dua d3 trén di dau?
Anh d3 hoan toan thay doi.

Ta1 e ching t61 an xong mon ga voi xa lat cai 1ong va khoai chién,
ca co thé toi cang lén vi dau kho. Cudc hen nay thuc la mgt tham hoa. Mot
tham hoa hoan toan. T6i da nd luc hét suc dé tro chuyén, bon cot va vui ve.
Nhung Jack da nhan thém hai cudc dién thoai khac, roi phﬁn thot gian con
lai anh 0 ri va lo dang, va tha thuc ma noi thi cir nhu thé toi khong c6 mat
o do vay.

T6i mudn phat khoc vi that vong. To6i khong hiéu. Moi chuyén dang
dién ra rat t6t dep. Chung toi da rat hop nhau. C6 chuyén gi khong 6n cha?

“Em s€ d1 rira mat,” to1 no1, khi dia d6 an chinh duoc don di, va Jack
chi gat dau.

Phong vé sinh trong gidng cung dién hon 13 noi di vé sinh, véi nhimng
cai guong mau vang, nhiing cai ghé sang trong, va mot nguoi phu nit mic
d6ng phuc dua khian lau tay cho ta. Trong gidy 1at, toi cam thay hoi ngai khi
goi dién thoai cho Lissy trudc mat ba 4y, nhung chac chin ba 4y da chimg
kién du thtr chuyén, phai khong nao?
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“Chao cdu,” t6i no6i khi Lissy nhac dién thoai. “Té day.”
“Emma! Moi chuyén thé nao?”
“That kinh khiing,” t6i budn tham noi.

“Y cau la sa0?” ¢6 4y hoang hot. “Sao co thé kinh khing duoc? Da
xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Té hai 1am.” T6i tha ngudi xudng ghé. “Moi chuyén bit dau that
tuyét. Bon t¢ dang cudi dua vui vé, tiém an that tuyét voi, va anh éy dat mot
thuc don dac biét danh riéng cho td, bao g@)m toan nhirng mén an wua thich
cua tg...”

T6i nudt khan. Gid day khi to1 ké lai nhu vay, moi chuyén nghe ra
cling kha hoan hao.

“Nghe tuyét day chir,” Lissy stmg s6t. “Vay lam sao ma...”

“Roi anh 4y nhan mot cudc dién thoai.” Toi lau mili. “Va keé tir ltc do,
anh 4y hau nhu chang noi 1y mot 10 véi té. Anh ay cir lién tuc bién mat dé
nhan dién thoai, va t& bi bo lai mét minh, va khi anh éy tré lai, cudc nodi
chuyén that cang thang va ctng nhic, rd rang anh iy chang may ngé ngang
to1 t6.”

“C06 18 anh 4y lo ling chuyén gi d6, nhung khong mudn d6 ganh ning
do6 lén vai cau,” Lissy noi sau thoang ngap ngung.

“Dung thé,” to6i ndi cham chap. “Anh éy trong kha buc boi.”

“Co 18 co diéu gi d6 kinh khing d3 x4y ra nhung anh ay khong muén
pha hong tam trang. Hiy cb gang néi chuyén véi anh dy. Chia sé nhitng lo
lang do!”

“Dugc ro1,” to1 nod1, cam thay vui vé hon. “DPuogc rd1, t& s€ thu. Cam
on, Lissy.”
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To1 trd lai ban, cam théy tich cuc hon mot chut. Mot nguoi phuc vu
xuat hién gitip t6i ngdi vao ghé, va khi ngdi xudng, t6i trao cho Jack mot cai
nhin 4m ap nhét va thong cam nhat ma minh co thé tao ra. “Jack, moi
chuyén 6n ca ch?”

Anh ay nhiu may.
“Tat sao em lai hoi vay?”

“Um, anh c@r thoat 4n thoat hién. Em chi bin khoan khong biét co

chuyén gi... anh mu6n no61 khong.”

“Khong sao dau,” anh noi coc 16c. “Cam on em.” Gigng anh dling
kiéu “két thuc cau chuyén & day”, nhung t6i dau c6 dé dang tir b nhur vay.

“Anh c0 tin gi khong vui sao?”
“Khong.”

“PD6 c6 phai... chuyén cong viéc?” Toi khing khing muén biét.
“Hay... do 1a chuyén c4 nhan...”

Jack ngudc nhin, mét tia gian dit 16e 1€n trén mat.
“Anh da bao khong c6 gi ma. Thoi di.”
Tuyét. Cau noi d6 tra toi vé dung vi tri cia minh, dung khong nao?

“Anh chi c6 mudn an trang miéng khong a?”” Gigong mot nguodi phuc
vu cat ngang suy nghi cua t61, va to1 cudi guong voi anh ta.

“Thuc ra, c6 1€ 1a khong.”
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To1 da thay qué du cho buoi to1 hom nay. Toéi chi muon két thic va vé

“Dugc a.” Nguoi phuc vu mim cudi voi toi. “Ca phe?”
“Co 4y mudn dung trang miéng,” Jack noi qua dau toi.
Sao? Anh Ay vira néi gi? Ngudi phyuc vu nhin t6i ludng lu.
“Khoéng dau!” t6i cwong quyét.

“Thoi ndo, Emma,” Jack néi, va gio day giong néi am ap, tréu choc
cta anh d4 tro lai. “Em khong can phai gia bd v6i anh. Em da ké véi anh
trén may bay, em ludn néi vay. Em néi khong mudn an trang miéng, trong
khi em thuc su mudn.”

“Lan nay thi em thuc sy khong mudn.”

“Mon nay dugc lam riéng cho em.” Jack cui v€ phia toi. “Haagen-
Dazs, banh tring duong, voi xot Bailey ¢ vién...”

Pot nhién t6i cam thdy minh bi Jack dbi xtr nhu mot ké bé trén. Sao
anh biét t6i mudn gi chtr? C6 thé t6i chi mudn an hoa qua. Co thé toi chang
mudn gi hét. Anh chang biét gi vé t6i ca. Khong hé.

“Em khong d6i.” Toi day ghé lai sau.
“Emma, anh hiéu em ma. Em mudn an, thuc sy...”
“Anh khdng hiéu em!” toi kéu 1én gian dir, trude khi kip ngan minh

lai. “Jack, anh c6 thé biét vai diéu ngau nhién vé em. Nhung diéu d6 khong

'7,

c6 nghia anh hi€éu em
“Sao?” Jack nhin t61 cham cham.

“Néu anh hi€u em,” t61 run ray noi, “anh da phai nhan ra khi em di an
to1 voi1 ai do, em muon ho lang nghe di€éu em ndéi. Em muo6n ho do61 xir voi
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em véi chut ton trong, va khong bao em “théi di’ khi tat ca nhitng gi em cd
gang 1am 13 tro chuyén...”

Jack dang sting so nhin toi.

“Emma, em On chi?”

“Khong. Em khong on! Subt ca budi téi anh gan nhu da 16 em di.”
“N6i thé 1a khong cong bang.”

“Pung thé ddy! Anh nhu dugc dit & ché do lai tu dong. Ké tir khi
dién thoai cta anh bat dau reo...”

“Nghe nay.” Jack xoa mat. “Hién gio cudc song cua anh con hoi 1on
x0n, may chuyén do rat quan trong...”

“Pugc thoi. Vay cir dé chiing dién ra ma khong ¢6 em.”

Nudc mat ngan ngan, to1 ding 1€n cam lay chiéc tai. To1 da rat mudn
to1 nay la mot t61 hoan hdo. T61 da rat hy vong. Toi khong tin ndi né lai
hong bét dén thé nay.

“Ding thé. Co6 cho anh ta biét di!” nguoi phu nit mdc 4o vang 1én
tiéng ung ho to1 tir phia bén kia phong. “Anh bi€t day, c6 gai nay cling co
mot ngudil chong dang yéu,” ba ay kéu 1én véi Jack. “Cod ay khong can
anh!”

“Cam on vi bira t01,” t61 noi, nhin cham cham vao khan trai ban, khi
nguoi phuc vu dot ngdt dén bén canh cung véi 4o khoac cua toi.

“Emma,” Jack noi, ding lén vo1 vé hoai nghi. “Em khong di that day
chu.”

“Co day.”
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“Cho anh mot co hoi khac. Xin em day. Hay o lai udng chut ca phé.
Anh htra anh s€ n6i chuyén...”

“Em khong mudn uong ca phé,” t61 néi khi ngudt phuc vu gitp to1
mac 4o khoac.

“Vay thi tra bac ha. S6 c6 la! Anh da goi cho em mot hdp keo s6 co la
Godiva...” Giong anh diy khan khoan, va chi trong mot gidy t6i di dao
dong. Toi rat thich keo Godiva.

Nhung khéng, t6i da quyét dinh.

“Em khong quan tam,” t61 hit that sau. “Em s€ di. Cam on anh rat
nhi€u,” t61 nd1 thém vaé1 nguot phuc vy. “Sao anh lai biét to1i muon lay ao
khoac?”

“Nhiém vu cua chung to1 1a phai biét ma,” nguoi phuc vu than trong

“Anh thay chir?” t6i noi véi Jack. “Ho hiéu em.”
Trong gidy lat chiing t6i nhin nhau cham cham.

“Dugc 101,” cudi cung Jack noi, va nhun vai chiu thua. “Pugc thoi.
Daniel s€ dua em ve€. Chac anh ay dang cho trong xe.”

“Em khong vé bang xe cua anh!” to1 kinh hoang noé1. “Em s€ tu di ve,
cam on.”

“Emma. Pung ngdc nhu vay.”

“Tam biét. Va cam on rat nhiéu,” to1 ndéi thém vl ngudi phuc vu.
. e 9 e e
“Anh da rat an can va tu té véi to1.”
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To1 voi va ra khoéi tiém an dé ro1 phat hién ra troi bat dau mua. Va téi
khong co o.

T6i khong quan tdm. Pang nao toi ciing di. Toi sai bude doc phd, hoi
trot chan trén via hé uét, nude mua tron 1an v6i nude mat. Toi khong biét
minh dang & dau. T6i tham chi khong biét bén tau dién ngam gan nhét o
dau, hay...

Cho d3. Co bén xe buyt. Toi nhin s6 xe va thdy c6 mot chuyén di toi
Islington.

Tot ro1. Toi s€ di xe buyt vé nha. Sau do t61 s€ uong mat tach so co la
nong. Va co 1€ an mdt chit kem khi ngdi xem ti vi.

Do 1a mdt bén xe buyt c6 mai che va nhiing chiéc ghé nhd, va té1 ngdi
xuong, cam on Chua vi toc minh khong b1 udt thém. T61 dang lo dang nhin
vao mau quang cido xe hoi, ban khodn khong bi€t moéon banh pudding
Haagen-Dazs c6 vi thé nao va chiéc banh tring duong la loai trdng cung
hay loai caramen déo ngon tuyét, thi mot chiéc xe 16n mau bac ghé vao via
he.

To1 khong tin noi.

“Xin em day,” Jack noi, budc ra khoi xe. “Hay dé anh dua em vé

A

nha.
“Khéng,” t6i n6i ma khong quay dau lai.
“Em khong thé ngdi lai day trong mua.”
“Co ddy. Mot sb nguoi chiing t6i sdng ¢ thé gidi thuc, anh biét ddy.”

T6i quay di vo doc mot ap phich vé AIDS. Giay tiép theo Jack budc
vao bén xe buyt. Anh ngdi xudng chiéc ghé nho canh t6i va trong gidy 1at ca
hai chung t61 cung yén lang.
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“Anh bi€t t01 nay minh that khong ra sao,” cudi cung anh noi. “Va
anh xin 16i. Anh ciing xin 16i vi khong thé n6i voi em bat ctr diéu gi vé
chuyén nay. Nhung cudc doi anh... rat phuc tap. Va c6 mot so6 chuyén rat té
nhi. Em hiéu ch?”

Khong, t61 muon noi. Khong, t61 khong hiéu, khi t61 da noi1 véi anh
moi di€u nho nhat nhat vé toi.

“Cé¢ I€ vay,” to1 noi1, hoi nhun vai.

Mua dang roi xudng tham chi con nang hon, dap 1op bop trén mai che
va chay vao doi xdng dan cua toi - cua Jemima. Chua oi, hy vong mua
khong lam ban no.

“Anh xin 101 vi t01 nay da lam em that vong,” Jack noi to dé at tieng
mua.

“Khong dau,” t61 noi, dot nhién cam théy that c6 16i. “Em chi... em da
rat hy vong! Em mudn biét vé anh mot chut, va em mudn vui vé... va mudn
chung ta cudi dua... va em mudn mot ly cocktail mau hong, chir khong phai
sam banh...”

Khi that. Khr that. Cau noi do troi tudt ra trude khi toi kip ngan lai.

“Nhung... em thich sdm banh!” Jack strng so6t no1. “Em da noi voi
anh. Cudc hen hoan hdo cua em s€ bat dau bang sam banh.”

To1 khong ddm nhin vao mat anh.

“Pung thé. Nhung lac d6 em chua biét vé mén cocktail mau hong,
phai khong nao?”

Jack ngtra dau ra sau pha Ién cuoi.
“Mot diém hop 1y. Rat hop 1y. Tham chi anh con khong cho em co

hoi, phai khong?” Anh rau ri lic dau. “Co 18 em da ngdi d6 nghi, cai gi
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khén kiép ndy, chang 1& anh ta khong biét minh mudn mot ly cocktail
hong?”

“Khong!” t61 v41 no1 ngay, nhung ma té1 do lung 1én, va Jack dang
nhin t6i voi vé khoi hai dén ndi t6i mudn 6m lay anh.

“O1 Emma. Anh xin 101.” Anh lac dau. “Anh cling mudn tim hiéu veé
em. Va anh cling mu6n vui vé. C6 vé nhu hai ching ta cuing muén mdt
di€u. Do 101 ciia anh ma hai ta khong c¢6 duoc diéu do.”

“Do khong phai 101 cua anh,” t61 1am bam vung ve.

“Anh khong dinh dé moi chuyén xay ra thé nay.” Anh nhin toi voi vé
nghiém tic. “Em s€ cho anh mot co hoi khac chu?”

Mot chiéc xe buyt hai tAng 16n mau dé lao sam t&i bén xe buyt, va ca
hai chung to1 cung nhin lén.

“Em phai di,” t61 n61 va diing day. “DPay la xe buyt cua em.”
“Emma, dirng ngdc thé. Hiy vao xe di.”
“Khoéng. Em sé& vé bang xe buyt!”

Cénh ctra ty dong mo ra, va to1 bude 1€n xe buyt. To1 gio vé xe cho
nguoi tai x€ va ong ay gat dau.

“Em thuc sy dinh di bang thir nay?” Jack néi, budc 1én ding sau toi.
Anh nhin ddm dong pha tap thuong di xe buyt budi dém véi vé ngo vuc.
“Li€u co an toan khong?”

“Anh noi ct nhu 6ng em vay! Tat nhién la an toan. N6 di t&1 cudi phod

2, 99

€m O.

“Nhanh 1én!” nguoi 1ai xe s6t rudt giuc Jack. “Néu anh khong c6 tién,
hay xuong di1.”
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“To1 ¢o thé tin dung American Express,” Jack ndi, sO tai quan.
e 9 9

“Anh khéng thé tra tién vé xe buyt bang thé tin dung American
Express!” t6i noi, dao mat. “Chang 1& anh khong biét diéu d6 sao? Ma thoi.”
T6i nhin cham cham vao tim thé xe buyt ciia minh trong vai gidy. “Em nghi
em mudn di mot minh, néu anh khong phién.”

“Anh hiéu,” Jack néi bang giong khac. “C6 1& t6i nén xudng xe,” anh
n6i v6i ngudi 1ai xe. Roi anh nhin t6i. “Em van chua tra 16i anh. Liéu chung
ta c6 thé thtr lai mot 1an nira? Pém mai. Va lan nay chung ta s& 1am bat ctr
diéu gi em mudn. Em s& 13 ngudi quyét dinh.”

“Dugc.” Toi co6 gang nhin vai ra vé chang c6 gi quan trong, nhung
khi bat gap cai nhin cia anh, t61 nhan ra minh cling mim cuoi.

“Lai tam gio nhé?”

b .

“Tuyét! Anh mong cho diéu d6. Chiic em ngii ngon, Emma.”
“Chuc anh ngu ngon.”

Khi anh quay nguoi dom budc xudng, t6i tréo cau thang 1én tang trén.
T6i t6i hang ghé dau, noi t6i luon ngdi khi con bé, va nhin tran tran ra ngoai
man dém mua gié ciia London. Néu t6i nhin nhu thé du 1au, nhitng bong
dén duong s& nhoe di nhu kinh van hoa. Nhu canh than tién.

Xoay mong mong trong dau toi 1a hinh anh ngudi phu nit mic 4o
vang, ly cocktail hong, gwong mat Jack khi t6i noi t6i s& di, ngudi phuc vu
mang 40 khodc t6i cho t0i, xe cta Jack di ti bén xe buyt... Toi gan nhu
khong thé hiéu ndi minh dang nghi gi. Tt ca nhimg gi toi co thé lam 1a
ngodi d6, nhin cham cham ra ngoai troi, tiép nhan nhitng 4m thanh dé chiu
quen thudc xung quanh. Tiéng ken két va gdm gir quen thudc ctia dong co
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xe buyt. Tiéng clra roan roat mo ra va dong lai. Tiéng chudéng bao xudng
choi tai. Tiéng bude chan thinh thich leo 1én tréo xudng cau thang.

T6i ¢ thé cam thay xe buyt hoi lang di mdi khi r& & goc phd, nhung
t6i hau nhu khong biét xe dang di dén ddu. Cho t6i khi nhitng hinh anh
quen thudc bén ngoai bét dau tac dong dén nhan thtrc cta t6i, va t6i nhan ra
chung t6i dd di gan t6i con phd t6i o. Toi 14y lai tinh than, véi 14y tai xach
va loang choang di vé phia dau cau thang.

Chiéc xe buyt bdng dot ngodt ré trai. To6i voi tom vao tay ghé, cb gang
dung virng. Tai sao ching toi lai r& trai cha? T6i nhin ra ngoai cira so, tham
nghi s& that buc minh néu phai cude bg, va chdp mit ngd ngang.

T4t nhién chung t6i khong...
Tat nhién day khong thé 1a...

Nhung sy thue 1 thé. Toi nhin xuéng qua cira so, lang di vi simg sot.
Chung t6i dang & con phé bé xiu cua toi.

Va gio day chiing t61 da ¢ bén ngoai nha toi.

To1 voi xuodng cau thang, suyt thi v& mat ca chan, va cham chdm nhin
nguoi lai xe.

“S 41 phd Ellerwood,” 6ng Ay noi va dua tay chi.
Khong. Diéu nay khong thé xay ra.

BO1 ro1, to1 nhin quanh xe, vai cau thiéu nién say rugu ngdy ra nhin
lai.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Toi nhin nguoi 1ai xe. “Anh ay da trd tién cho ong
sao?”

“Nam trdm bang Anh,” ngudi lai xe noi, va nhady mat voi toi. “Cho du
anh ta 1a ai, cung a, to1 s€ bam chat lay anh ta.”
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Nam tram bang? O1 Chua oi.
“Cam on,” to1 sung sot. “Y to1 la, cam on vi chuyén di.”

Céam thay nhu dang ¢ trong mQt giac mo, t61 xudng xe va di toi cira
trude. Nhung Lissy da ¢ do va dang mé cua.

“Do cb phai 1a mot cai xe buyt?” ¢6 ay nodi, nhin cham cham. “N¢ lam
gi & day vay?”

“Po 1a xe buyt cua td,” to1 no1, “No dua t& vé nha.”

Toi1 vay tay voi nguoi lai xe, va Ong ay vay tay lai, ro1 cai xe ram ram
lao di trong dém.

“T& khong tin n61!” Lissy cham chap noi, nhin theo khi chiéc xe bién
mat & goc phd. Co ay quay sang nhin t61. “Vay... rot cudc thi moi chuyén 6n
ca chu?”

“Ding vay,” to1 noi. “Pung vay. Moi chuyén... 6n ca.”
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Mueoi bon

Duogc ro1. Khong dugce noi vot ai. Khong dwoc ndi vot bat ctr ai.

Khong dugc noi voi bat cir ai dém qua may da hen ho véi Jack
Harper.

Y to61 1a, khong han t61 c6 y dinh ké véi ai ddu. Nhung khi td1 cho lam
vao ngay hom sau, t61 cam thay gan nhu chac chan minh s€ so suat budt
miéng ra.

Hodc a1 d6 s€ doan duogc. Y to1 1a, ki€u gi thi vé mat to1 cling s€ nodi
1€n tat ca. Tur quan 4o cua t61. Tu cai cach to61 budc di. To1 cdm thay nhu thé
moi diéu to1 lam déu dang hét 1€n, “Nay, doan xem dém qua t61 da lam gi?”

“Chao cau,” Caroline no6i khi t61 di 1ay mot tach ca phé. “Cau thé nao
£i7"

“T& On cd, cam on!™ to1 nodi1, giat minh lo lang. “T61 qua 1a mdt to1 yén
tinh. Thuc su... yén tinh! V1 ¢6 ban ¢ cung. Bon t& xem ba cudn video,

Nguoi dan ba dep, Notting Hill, va Bén ddm cuwdi. Chi c6 hai bon té. Chang
co a1 khac.”

“Vay u,” Caroline noi, c6 vé hoi ngac nhién. “Hay day!”

Oi Chua oi. Téi lam hong moi chuyén mat. Moi ngudi déu biét day 1a
Iy do bon tdi pham bi bit. Ching thém that qua nhiéu chi tiét va tu dé 10
minbh.

Puoc thoi, khong ba hoa nira. Hay chi tra 161 bang mot tir.
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“Chao,” Artemis no6i khi to61 ng61 xuong ban.

“Chao,” to1 nod1, buoc minh khong nodi thém diéu gi khac. Tham chi
khong noi vé loai banh pizza ma Lissy va toi da goi, mic du toi di chuan bi
ca mot ciu chuyén vé viéc cong ty pizza nghi rang ching t6i néi 1a 6t xanh
thay vi pepperoni, ha ha, that la nham 13n té hai.

Sang nay t6i s& phai 1am may viéc luu hd so, nhung thay vao dé toi
thdy minh 16i ra mot to gidy va bat ddu mot danh sach nhiing noi hen ho
tiém ning ma toi co thé dua Jack téi t6i nay.

1. Quan rugu. Khong. Qua té nhat.

2. Rap chiéu phim. Khong. Ctr ngbi i ra d6, khong noi chuyén duoc
vO1 nhau.

3. Truot bang. To61 khong biét tai sao minh lai ghi cai do6 vao, vi to1
con chang biét truot bang. Ngoai trir trong tro Splash.

Chua oi, t6i dd hét ¥ tuong. Sao chuyén nay co thé té hai dén vay?
T6i ban than nhin to gidy, nira lang tai nghe nhitng cudc chuyén trd vu vo
dang dién ra xung quanh.

“... thuc sy dang lam mot du an bi mat nao do, hay do chi 1a tin ddn?”

“... cong ty theo hudng moi, rd rang roi, nhung khong ai biét chinh
xéac anh 4y dang lam gi...”

“... la g Sven nay u? Y t6i 13, nhiém vu cua gi 13 gi chu?”

“Anh ta di cung Jack, phai khong?” Amy no6i. C6 gai nay lam &
Phong Tai chinh nhung thich Nick, vi thé luén tim dugc 1y do dé t6i vin
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phong chung t61. “Anh ta la nguoi tinh cua Jack.”

“Sa0?” toi hoi, dot nhién ngdi thang do, va 1am giy danh tach dau bat
chi. May man 1a moi nguoi déu quéa ban ban tan nén khong ai nhan thay.

Jack ddng tinh? Jack dong tinh?

D6 1a 1y do dém qua anh 4y khong hon tam biét minh. Anh ay chi
mudn minh 13 ban. Anh 4y sé& gidi thiéu minh v6i Sven va minh sé& phai vo
nhu chuyén d6 6n thoéa ca, nhu thé minh vin biét ngay tir dau...

“Jack Harper dong tinh sao?” Caroline hoi diy stmg sét.

“To1 chi doan 1a vay,” Amy noi cung véi cai nhin vai. “Trong anh ta
cO veé dong tinh, moi ngudi khong nghi vay sao?”

“Khong han,” Caroline noi, cau mat. “Khong du chai chuét.”

“T6i khong nghi anh iy dong tinh!” t6i néi, cd té giong vo tu Iy va
chi hoi chit quan tam.

“Anh 4y khong dong tinh,” Artemis xen vao voi vé day hach dich.
“T6i da doc mot bai bao vé anh ay trén to Newsweek, va hoi d6 anh 4y hen
ho v6i1 nit chu tich cong ty Origin Software. Bai bao con noi trude d6 anh
ay hen ho v&i mot siéu mau.”

Cam giac khuay khoa tran ngép trong toi.

T6i biét anh 4y khong dong tinh. Rd rang toi biét anh 4y khong dong
tinh...

N6i that, nhitng nguoi ndy khong c6 gi hay hon dé lam thay vi suy
doan ngd ngan vo cin clr vé nhitng nguoi ho khong biét hay sao?

“Vay hién gio Jack c6 dang hen ho véi ai khong?”

“A1 biét dugc chu?”
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“Anh ay kha hap dan, moi nguodi c6 nghi vay khong?” Caroline noéi
vO1 nu cuol ranh manh. “T¢ s€ chang phan d61.”

“Phai ro1,” Nick néi. “Co 1€ ¢6 cling sé chang phan doi chiéc phan luc
riéng cua anh ay.”

“R% rang anh 4y khong hen ho véi ai ké tir khi Pete Laidler mat,”
Artemis qua quyét. “Vi thé t6i nghi ngd kha ning ¢6 ¢6 co hoi lim.”

“Chuc rui1 ro, Caroline,” Nick vira no1 vira cuoi.

T6i cam thay rat khong thoai mai khi ngdi d6 nghe nhimng chuyén
nay. C6 18 toi nén roi phong cho tdi khi ho ngimg lai. Nhung diéu d6 c6 thé
thu huat sy ch y cia moi nguoi.

Chi trong mot gidy, t6i nhan thay minh dang hinh dung chuyén gi s&
xay ra néu minh dung 1én néi, “Thuyc ra, toi qua toi di an toi v6i Harper.”
T4t ca bon ho s& nhin t6i cham cham, chét lang, va c6 1€ a1 do s€ ha hoc
miéng, va...

O, toi dinh dua véi ai cht? Tham chi ho s& chang thém tin toi, phai
khong nao? Ho s€ noi to1 gdp 4o giac.

“Chao Connor,” giong Caroline vang 1én, cat ngang dong suy nghi
cua toi.

Connor? Tdi giat minh ngang 1én véi ddi chut hoang hét. Va anh dang
& d6, khong bao trudc, tién lai gan ban t6i voi vé mat day ton thuong.

Anh ay lam gi ¢ day cha?
Anh ay da phat hién ra chuyén cua t6i va Jack?

Tim t6i bat dau dap thinh thich va t6i cing thang vudt toc vé phia
sau. Toi dd gip anh vai lan trong toa nha nay, nhung day la lan dau tién
chung toi gdp mat doi mat ké tir khi chia tay.
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“Chao em,” anh noi.
“Chao anh,” t61 ling tang dap lai, ro1 yén lang.

Dot nhién to61 nhan ra danh sach y tuéong hen ho con dang dé dang
nam 16 1idu trén ban. Khi that, cd ging ra vé that ty nhién, t6i v6i 14y vo nat
to gidy va tho o tha vao thung réc.

T4t ca nhitng chuyén tim phao vé& Sven va Jack da nhat dan. Toi biét
moi ngudi trong van phong déu dang ling nghe chiing toi, ké ca néu ho vo
nhu dang 1am gi d6. Nhu thé chung t6i dang dién mot vo kich hay vay.

Va t6i biét minh 1a nhan vat nao. T6i 1a con khdn nhan tdm da bo
ngudi dan ong tir té, dang yéu chang vi Iy do gi.

Oi Chua oi. Van dé 13, toi thuc su cam thay toi 16i, t6i thuc su cam
théy thé. Mdi 1an nhin théiy Connor, hodc tham chi nghi vé anh, toi lai co
cam giac thit nghen noi 16ng nguc. Nhung liéu anh c¢6 can phdi mang cai vé
mit ddy tén thuong nhu thé khong? Vé mit co-da-lam-ton-thuong-toi-dén-
chét-nhung-t6i-1a-nguoi-tét-dén-ndi-sé-tha-thir-cho-co.

T6i ¢6 thé thdy cam giac toi 16i trong toi dang giam dan va ndi buc
doc dang dan dang lén.

“Anh chi t6i day,” cudi cung Connor cling néi, “boi vi anh da ding ky
dé ching ta cung 1am viéc & quay Pimm trong Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty. RS
rang lic dang ky, anh da nghi chung ta s€ 1a...” Anh dung gitta chung, trong
c6 vé ton thuong hon bao gio hét. “Du sao thi anh cling khong ngai 1am
viéc d6 cung em. Néu em khong phién.”

To61 khong phai nguoi s€ né1 minh khong thé chiu dung duoc viéc
dimg canh anh trong ntra gio.

“Em khong phién dau!” t61 noi.
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“Vay thé nhé.”
Lai m{t quang ngap ngung ling tung.

A A 14 Pl A 14 . ‘u X 1"1 ~A r V‘
“Nhan thé, em co6 thay chiéc 40 so mi mau xanh cua anh,” t61 noi va
hot nhan vai. “Em s€ mang t61.”

“Céam on. Anh nghi anh cling c6 mdt so thir cua em...”

“Nay,” Nick noi, di vé phia chung t61 vé1 doi mat ranh manh 1ap lanh,
voi céi vé hay-khuay-tung-moi-chuyén-Ién. “Dém qua t61 nhin thay cau véi
ai do.”

Tim t61 giat nay lén loan xa. Khén that! Khén that! Puoc thoi, khong
sao... Khong sao... Anh ta khong nhin t61. Anh ta dang nhin Connor.

Connor di cung voi ké quai nao chir?
“Do chi 1a mot nguoi ban,” Connor ndi clirng nhac.
“Cau chac chu?” Nick noi. “Trong hai nguoi kha than thién.”

“Im di, Nick,” Connor noi, trong that kho so. “Con qua som dé nghi
dén chuyén... tiép tuc. Phai vay khong, Emma?”

“O... dang vay.” Toéi nudt khan vai lan. “Chac chan roi. Han vay.”

Oi Chua oi.

Ma thoi. Ching nén dé y 1am gi. Téi s& khong quan tim dén Connor.
T6i ¢6 mot cude hen quan trong can phai nghi t6i. Va on Chua, vao cudi
ngay rét cudc toi ciing nghi ra mot diém hen hoan hao. Trén thyc té, toi
ngac nhién vi trudc d6 minh da khong nghi ra! Chi c6 mot tré ngai nho -
nhung t6i s& dé dang vuot qua.
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Qua vay, toi chi mat khoang nira gio dé thuyét phuc Lissy rang khi ho
noi “Trong moi truong hop, khong dugc giao chia khda cho nguoi khong
phai 1 thanh vién,” thi y ho khong han 13 nhu vay. Cubi cing, co 4y ciing
tho tay vao tai va trao nd cho toi voi nét mit lo ling.

“Pimg c6 danh mat day!”

“T¢ s€ khong danh mat dau! Cam on, Liss.” T61 6m ¢6 ay. “Noi thuc,
td cling s€ lam di€u tuong tu vdi cau néu to 1a thanh vién cua mdt cau lac
bd ddc nhat vo nhi nhu the.”

“Céau nhé mat khau chu?”

“Cé. Alexander.”

“Cau di dau vay?” Jemima hoi, budc vao phong t61, da chung dién tu
dau t&1 chan dé di choi. CO ta nhin t61 vo1 vé sol moi. “Ao dep day. Cau
mua & dau vay?”

“Oxfam. Y t& 1a, Whistles.”

To1 da quyét dinh toi nay minh tham chi s€ khong them co muon bat
ctr thir gi ctia Jemima. T6i s& mic quan 4o ctia chinh t6i, va néu Jack khong
thich, anh 4y danh phai chiu thoi.

“Té dang dinh hoi,” Jemima nheo mét néi. “Pém qua hai cau khong
vao phong t& day chia?”

“Khong,” Lissy tra 101 vo1 vé ngay tho. “Sao co, trong c6 vé nhu bon
to vao sao?”

Jemima di choi td1 tan ba gio saing mo1 ve, va trudce khi co ta tré lai,
moi thor da duoc tra vé vi tri cli. V&1 du bang dinh Sellotape va moi thu.
Bon t61 da can than hét muec.
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“Khong,” Jemima ludng Iy thtra nhan. “Khong c6 gi bi xdo tron.
Nhung t& ¢6 cam gidc d6. Nhu thé ai d6 da vao trong do.”

“Cau c6 dé mo cua s6 khong?” Lissy noi. “Béi vi gan day to doc
dugc mot bai bao no1 vé chuyén bon khi dugc dua vao cac ngoi nha dé lay
cap do.”

“Khi u?” Jemima nhin Lissy cham cham.

“Chac chan roi. Bon trom dao tao ching ma.”

Jemima bo1 o1 hét nhin Lissy lai nhin sang t61, con t61 thi co gitr vé
mat than nhién.

“Tién day,” to1 vO1 no1 dé thay doi chu de. “Co thé cau muodn biét cau

da nham vé Jack. Toi nay t¢ lai di choi v&i anh 4y. Va d6 khong hé 1a mot

',’

budi hen tham hoa

Dau can phai thém that chi tiét nhé nhu chiung t61 da cai co om som
va to1 lao ra ngoai va anh phai di theo to1 té1 bén xe buyt. Boi vi diém cot
yéu la ching t61 s€ c6 cudc hen thir hai.

“T¢ khong sai dau,” Jemima noi. “Cau cr cho xem. Té van doan két
cuc chang tot dep gi.”

To61 nhdan mat tréu nguot sau lung ¢ ta khi c6 ta bo di, va bat dau chai
mascara. “May gi0 ro1 nhi?”” t61 no1, nheo mat khi lam rét mot chat mascara
xudng mi.

“Tam gio kém muoi,” Lissy noéi. “Cau s€ tdi1 do bang gi?”
“Taxi.”

Dot nhién chudng cira reo, va ca hai chiing t61 cung ngang 1én. “Anh
ay to1 sém,” Lissy noi. “Co vé hoi ky cuc.”
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“Anh ay khong thé téi sém vay dugc!” Chung toi voi do vao phong
khach, va Lissy lao tdi ctra s6 trudc.

“O1 Chua o1,” ¢6 ay nodi, nhin xudng con phd bén dudi. “Do la
Connor.”

“Connor?” T6i hoang hét nhin c6 y. “Connor dang ¢ day?”
“Anh 4y bé mot hop dd. To bao anh Ay 1én nhé?”
“Khong! V& nhu ching ta khong c6 nha!”

“Qua muon ro1,” Lissy nhan mat noi. “Xin 10i. Anh 2y da nhin thay t¢

Tiéng chuodng cua lai kéu, va chiing t61 tuyét vong nhin nhau.
“Puogc rd1,” cudi cung té1 noi. “T¢ s€ xuong do.”
Khi that. Khi that. Khi that...

To1 hoi ha leo xuong cau thang va nin thod mé ctra. Va ding do, trén
bac cau thang, 1a Connor, van voi vé mit doa day nhu luc & vin phong.

“Chao em,” anh noi. “Pay la nhitng thr ma anh da noéi véi em. Anh
nghi em s€ can to1 chung.”

“0, cam on anh,” toi noi, vo lay cai hop, trong d6 c6 mot chai dau goi
dau L’Oreal va mot cai 4o chui dau nao d6 ma tdi chua timg nhin thiy trong
doi. “Em van chua don d6 ctia anh, vi thé chic em s& mang t&i van phong,
duoc chu?”

To6i dé cai hop 1én bac thang, va nhanh chong quay nguoi trude khi
Connor kip nghi t61 s€ mo1 anh vao nha.

“Vay, im, cdm on anh,” to61 no1. “Anh that tr t€ vi da mang qua cho
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“Khéng c6 gi,” Connor néi. Anh thd dai ning né. “Emma... anh dang
nghi ¢6 1& chung ta c6 thé coi day 1a mot co hoi dé noéi chuyén. C6 1& chung
ta s€ uéng chut gi do, hodc tham chi 1a an t6i.”

“Tuyét 1am,” toi ndi v6i vé hao hing. “Em sé& rat thich. Thuc déy.
Nhung néi that, bay gio khong phai 1a lac thich hop lam.”

“Em s€ di cho1 u?” Mat anh xiu xudng.

“Um, vang. Cung véi Lissy.” T6i 1én nhin dong ho. Pa tdm gid kém
sau phat. “Du sao, hen sém gip lai anh. Anh biét ddy, & van phong...”

“Sao em lai boi 161 nhu vay?” Connor nhin t61 cham cham.

“Em c6 boi ro1 dau!” toéi1 noi, vo thoalr mai tya lung vao khung cura.
“Co chuyén gi vay?”

Mit anh nheo lai nghi ngd va nhin qua nguoi toi vao bén trong sanh.
“Cé chuyén gi dang dién ra sao?”

“Connor,” to1 dat tay 1én canh tay anh. “Khong c6 chuyén gi ca. Anh
dang tuong tuong thoi.”

Pung lac d6, Lissy xuat hién sau lung toi.

“Um, Emma, ¢6 cudc dién thoai khan cho ciu,” ¢6 noi bang giong

"9

cting nhac. “Cau 1én nghe ngay di. O, chao anh, Connor
Khong may, Lissy 14 ngudi noi doi té nhat thé gidi.

“Bon em dang cO gang duoi anh veé!” Connor noi, boi ro1 nhin Lissy
ro1 lai nhin sang toi.

“Khong, bon em dau co6 lam thé!” Lissy noi, mat do bung.
“Cho chut,” dot nhién Connor noi, sam soi bd quan do cua to1. “Cho

mot chat. Anh khong... em hen ho véi ai sao?”
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Pau 6c toi 1am viéc that nhanh. Néu t6i phu nhan, co thé chung t61 sé
cdi nhau to. Nhung néu toi thira nhén, c6 18 anh 4y s& gian dit bo di.

“Anh néi dung,” t61 noi. “Em c6 hen.”
Yén lang strng sot.

“Anh khong tin noi chuyén nay,” Connor noéi, lac dau, va trudc su
hoang hot cua t61, anh nang né ngodi1 sup xuodng birc tuong thap cua khu
vuon. Toi liec nhin dong ho. Pa tdm gio kém ba phut. Khi that!

“Connor...”
“Em bdo vé1 anh 1a khong c6 ai khac! Em da hira, Emma!”

“Luc d6 khong c6! Nhung... bay gid thi co. Va anh 4y sip stra t6i
day... Connor, anh s& khong muén dinh dang dén chuyén nay dau.” Toi tom
tay cd kéo anh dimg diy, nhung anh ning t6i bay muoi sau can. “Connor,
xin anh day. Pung 1am chuyén nay kho s¢ hon.”

“Co 1& em noi dung.” Cudi cung Connor dtng 1én. “Anh s& di.” Anh
budc toi cong, lung khom xubng vi cam giac that bai, khién toi cam thay
day dit, nhung van tham khan cdu anh bo di nhanh cho. Roi, trudc con
hoang hét cua t6i, anh quay lai.

“Vay, do 1a a1?”

“Po 1a... d6 1a mdt nguodi anh khong bi€t,” t61 nd1, lam dau thanh gia
sau lung. “Nghe nay, ching ta s€ an trua vao mot hom nao dé sém thoi va
s€ no1 chuyén that nhiéu. Hoac gi do, em htra day.”

“Puoc thoi,” Connor néi, nhin ton thwong hon bao gid hét.

“Puoc thoi. Anh hiéu ro1.”
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T6i nhin theo, hiu nhu khong thd ndi, khi anh dong canh cua sau
lung va cham chap budc doc phé. Di tiép di, di tiép di... dung dung lai. ..

Khi rot cudc anh cling r€ vao goc pho, va cai xe mau bac cua Jack
xuat hién ¢ dau dang kia.

“O1 Chua o1,” Lissy noi, nhin n6 chdam cham.

“Dung!” To61 tha nguodi xudng buc tuong da. “Lissy, t¢ khong chiu
dung no61 chuyén nay.”

To1 run ray. T61 nghi minh can udng chut gi d6. Va t61 madi chi chai
mascara cho mgt bén 16ng mi, t61 dot ngdt nhan ra.

Chiéc xe mau bac ding lai trudc nha, va van nguoi ldi xe mic dong
phuc d6 budc ra. Anh ta mé ctra bang ghé sau, va Jack xuat hién.

“Chao em!” anh noi, trong c6 vé sung sot khi nhin thay t6i. “Anh téi
muodn sao?”

“Khoéng! Em chi... tm... dang ngdi day. Anh biét ddy. Ngidm nghia
canh vat.” Téi chi sang phia bén kia dudng, va gio méi nhan thay mot 6ng
bung by dang thay banh xe cho chiéc caravan. “Du sao!” t6i noi, voi vi
dimg 1én. “Thyc ra, em van chua san sang. Anh co mudn 18n trén mot chat
khong?”

“Chac chan ro61,” Jack no61 va mim cuoi. “S€ rat tuyét.”

“Va anh cho xe vé di,” to1 noi thém. “L¢& ra anh khong dugc di xe té1
day!”

“Le ra em khong dugc ngoi ngoai day va bat qua tang anh,” Jack van
lai, cuoi 16n. “Puoc ro1, Daniel, t01 nay chi c6 vay thoi.” Anh gat dau véi
al, : ) y y
nguoi lai xe. “Tu gio phit nay, to1 ¢ trong tay nguoi phu nitr nay.”
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“Pay la Lissy, 6 chung can hd vd1 em,” to1 no1 khi nguoi 1ai xe tro lai
y Y, g . )
xe. “Lissy, day la Jack.”

“Chao anh,” Lissy noi va cudi, nguong ngap khi ho bit tay.

Khi ching t6i 1én cau thang dé 1én nha, t6i chot nhan thiy cai cau
thang hep dén thé nao, va buc tuong mau kem bj bong trdc ra sao, con tim
tham thi bdc mui bap cai. C6 18 Jack sdng trong mot biét thy nguy nga. Co
1& nha anh c6 cau thang lat ¢4 cam thach hoic gi do.

Nhung nhu vy thi sao chtr? Pau phai ai cling c6 bac thang dp d4 cAm
thach.

Du sao thi cau thang cua ching t61 ¢ 1€ cling kha xap x&. Lanh 1€o va
kéu cot két. Ban co 1€ s€ b1 budc hut suot, va nd cling rat dé st nira...

“Emma, néu cau muon chuan bi, t& s€ pha cho Jack mot ly do6 uong,”
Lissy noi, voi mOt nu cuoi mang ham y: Anh ay that tuyét!

“Cam on,” t6i ndi, ban trd lai mot cai nhin “that vay khong?” Toi voi
va vao phong roi voi va chai noét mascara 1én mat con lai.

Mot vai gidy sau, co tieng go cua khe khe.

“Chao!” toi no6i, doi Lissy. Nhung Jack budc vao, tay cam mot ly
rugu vang ngot.

“0, cam on!” to6i ndi voi vé biét on. “Dung la em can mot ly ruou
vang.”

“Anh s€ khong vao dau,” anh lich su.
“Khong, khong sao dau. Anh ngdi di!”

T6i chi xuéng giudng, nhung trén d6 phu ddy quan 4o. Con cai ghé &
ban trang diém thi chat déng tap chi. Khén kiép, 18 ra t6i nén don dep mot
chut.
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“Anh s€ dung vay,” Jack noi, khé mim cuoi. Anh nhép mot ngum thi
gi d6 trong nhu whisky, réi nhin quanh phong toi day hing tha. “Vay day 1a
phong em. Thé gi6i ctia em.”

“Dung vay.” To61 hoi d6 mat, m¢ tuyp son bong. “No6 c6 hoi 1on
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xo0n...

“N6 rat d& thuong. R4t dam am.” Toi c6 thé thiy anh nhin giay dép
t6i chat thanh dong & goc nha, con ca trang tri treo lo limg dudi bong dén,
cai guong véi nhitng chudi hat treo ling ling mot bén, va mot chiée vay
méi treo & cira ti quan 4o.

“Nghién ctru Ung thu?” anh ngo ngac nhin vao nhan chiéc vay. “Cai
do thi c6 lién quan gi...”

“Do la tén ctra hang,” t61 nd1, vo1 vé hoi ngang nganh. “Mot cura hang
do ci.”

“A ra thé.” Anh gat dau to ra da hiéu. “Vai trai giuong dep lam,” anh
no1 thém, mim cuoi.

“Anh mia mai em,” t61 hap tap noi. “Cau d6 mang y mia mai.”
Chua o1, that xau ho lam sao. L€ ra to1 phai thay ga trai givong.

Gio thi Jack dang hoai nghi sam soi cai ngin kéo ban trang diém dang
mo toang, nhoi day do trang diém. “Em c6 bao nhiéu thoi son vay?”

“0, mot vai...” toi nbi, voi dong ngan kéo lai. Co 1€ dé Jack vao
phong khong phai 1a y tuéng hay ho cho lam. Anh dang cam lo vitamin
Perfectil ctia toi 1én xem xét. Y toi 14, vitamin thi c6 gi thu vi cht? Con bay
gid anh lai nhin cai that lung ma Katie moc cho toi.

“Cai gi day? Mot con ran?”
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“Po 1a mot cai that lung,” t61 n61, nhan mat khi deo khuyén tai. “Em
biét. Trong né that xau xi. Em khong chiu ndi d6 moc.”

Chiéc khuyén tai con lai cta toi & ddu co cha? Pau chu?
O, duoc rdi, n6 day roi. Gio thi Jack dang lam gi nhi?

To1 quay sang, théy anh dang nhin lich tap thé duc cua to6i nhu bi thoi
mién. T6i da 1én lich tap tir hoi thang Mot sau khi danh nguyén mét ky
Giang sinh an mén keo Quality Street.

“Thir Hai, bay gio sdng,” anh doc to. “Di1 bd nhanh quanh khu nha.
Pung 1én ngdi xudng bén muoi lan. Gid an trua: tham du 16p yoga. Budi
t6i: tap thé duc theo dia Pilates. Pung 1én ngdi xubéng sau muoi 1an.” Anh
udng mot ngum whisky nira. “Rat an tuong. Em c6 thuc hién tat ca nhiing
bai thé duc nay khong?”

“Um,” t6i n6i sau mot thoang ngap ngimg. “Khong han 1a em lam du
ting... Y em 13, d6 1a ké hoach kha tham vong... anh biét ddy... o... Du
sao...” To1 vo1 xuc nudc hoa. “Ta di thoi!™

T6i phai nhanh chong dua anh ra khéi d6 trude khi anh 1am diéu gi d6

6]

troi dat! Thé quai nao ma anh lai thiy thich thii voi moi tht dén vay co
chua?

nhu 1a tia thay mot chiéc Tampax ™~ va hoi té1 xem no 1a cai gi. Y to1 1a,
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Mueoi lam

Khi ching t6i budc ra ngoai budi téi diu mat, t6i cam thay that vui
tuoi va tran day hy vong. R rang, t6i nay khong khi khac han véi téi qua.
Khéng c6 nhiing chiéc xe déng so; khong co nhitng nha hang sang trong.
T6i cam thay thoai mai hon. Vui vé hon.

“Vay,” Jack néi khi chung toi di toi con phd chinh. “Mot budi toi di
choi, phong cach Emma.”

“Chac chan r61!” Toi1 gio tay ra vay taxi, va noi t€n mot con pho &
Clerkenwell c6 nhiing cai ngd nho xiu.

“Chung ta dugc phép di taxi, phai khong?” Jack khé noi khi chung t61
vao xe. “Chung ta khong phai cho xe buyt sao?”

“Chi€u dai dac biet,” to1 ra vé nghi€m trong.

“Vay, chung ta s& di dn? Udng? Khiéu vii?” Jack néi khi taxi chay
xudi con phd.

“Hay cho xem!” T61 cuoi rang rd voi anh. “Em nghi chiing ta nén c6
mot budi to1 thuc sy thodi mai, khong go bo.”

“Chéc t6i qua anh da 1én ké hoach hoi qua,” Jack néi sau thoang ngap
ngung.

“Khéng dau, toi qua that tuyét!” t6i noi. “Nhung d6i khi ta danh qud
nhiéu suy nghi vao viéc gi d6. Anh biét day, c6 nhiing lac s& tuyét hon khi
ta ph6 mic cho dong nudc troi va xem diéu gi s& xay ra.”
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Khi chung t6i ludt doc con phd Upper, toi cam thay kha tu hao vé ban
than minh. Chuyén nay s& cho thiy t6i 1a mot ngudi London dich thyc. Toi
c6 thé dua ban t6i nhimng noi xinh xan khong nam trong 16i mon. T6i c¢6 thé
tim duoc noi khong phai 1a nhitng dia diém hién nhién phai téi. Y t6i 1a,
khong phai nha hang Jack dua t6i téi khong tuyét diéu. Nhung chd nay con
tuyét hon bao nhiéu? Mot cau lac by bi mat! Va y t6i 1a, ai biét duoc ch,
c6 thé t6i nay Madonna ciing s& & do!

Sau khoang hai muoi phut, ching t61 té1 Clerkenwell. T61 mdt muc
doi tra tién taxi va din Jack di doc ngd nho.

“Tha vi 1am,” Jack nhin quanh néi. “Vay ching ta s& toi dau day?”

“Hay cho xem,” t01 nd1 vé bi an. To1 hudng td1 canh ctra, bam chudng
va lay chi€c chia khoa cua Lissy ra khoi tui quan voi chiat rung minh vi hao
htre.

Anh ay s€ rat an tugng. Anh ay s¢€ rat an tugng!
“Xin chao?” mot giong noi cat 1én.

“Xin chao,” t61 ndé1 vé tg nhién. “Td6i mudn nodi chuyén voi
Alexander.”

“Ai co?” van giong néi do.

“Alexander,” t61 nhac lai, va nd nu cuo1i hi€éu biét. RO rang ho phai
b ] e
ki€m tra lai.

“Khoéng c6 Alexander nao ¢ day hét.”

“Anh khong hiéu. Al-ex-and-er,” t61 phat 4m rd rang.
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“Khong c6 Alexander nao ¢ day ca.”

C6 1& minh di goi nham cira ching, d6t nhién t6i nghi téi didu do. Y
t6i 13, t6i nhd chinh 1a canh ctra nay - nhung c6 thé 14 canh cira kinh mo kia.
Pung thé. Canh cira d6 thuc ra trong kha quen.

“Nham lan nhd,” t61 mim cudi véi Jack, va bam cai chuéng mai.

Yén lang. Toi cho vai phut, roi lai thur 14n nita, va lai lan nita. Khong
ai ra m&. Pugc thoi. Vay thi... cling khong phai canh ctra nay.

Me kiép.

To1 1a mot con ngoc. Sao té1 khong kiém tra lai dia chi co chu? Toi
qua chac chan rang minh nhé n6 nam & dau.

“Co van dé gi sao?” Jack noi.

“Khong!” t61 nd1 lai ngay va mim cuoi rang r6. “Em chi dang c6 nho
chinh xac...”

T6i nhin nguoc xudi con phd, c¢b ging khong hoang sg. Canh ctra nao
cht? Toi s& phai bam timg cai chudng cira ciia con phd nay sao? Toi budc
thém vai budce doc hé phd, ¢b luc lai ky wre. Va sau d6, qua mot cong vom,
t6i nhin thdy mot ngd khac, gan nhu gidng hét ngd nay. To6i thang thét giat
minh. Li¢u t61 c6 té1 dung ngd khong day? To6i lao té1 d6 va nhin vao con
ngd kia. Trong nd gidng hét. Nhitng hang cira rat kho phan biét va nhiing
khung ctra s6 khong goi nhé diéu gi.

Tim t6i bat dau dap nhanh hon. T6i s& lam gi day? To6i khong thé thi
bam ting céai chudng trong moi con ngd khon kiép quanh day dugc. Toi da
khong hé nghi téi chuyén nay. Khong may may. Toi tham chi con chua ting
nght...

Puoc thoi, minh dang to ra nhu mot con ngdc. Minh sé& goi Lissy!
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Co 4y s& cho minh biét. Toi rt dién thoai ra bAm vé nha, nhung ngay
1ap tirc né chuyén sang ché do tra 101 tu dong.

“Chao Lissy, t& day,” to1 noi, co géng td ra vui vé tu nhién. “Co mot
kho khan nho. Té khong nhé chinh xac cau lac bg nam sau canh ctra nao.
Hay thuc ra... n6 nam & ngo nao. Vay néu ciu nhan duoc tin nhin, hay goi
cho t& nhé? Cam on!”

T6i ngudc 1én, thdy Jack dang nhin toi.
“Moi chuyén 6n cht?”

“Chi 1a mdt tré ngai nho xiu,” t61 noi, va ¢6 nd nu cudi thodi mai.
“C6 mot cau lac bo bi mat & dau do quanh day, nhung em khong thé nhd
v 4 3y 4 9
chinh xac né nam & dau.”

“Chang sao dau,” Jack té nhi n6i. “Chuyén thé nay van thuong xay ra

T6i lai bAm s goi vé nha, nhung may ban. Toi nhanh chéng bam vao
di dong cua Lissy, nhung may tat.

Oi khén kiép. Khén kiép. Chiing t6i dau thé dtng trén phd ca dém.
“Emma,” Jack than trong. “Em co6 mudn anh dit mét ban...”

“Khong!” T6i nhay 1én nhu thé bi ddt. Jack s& khong dat trudc bat cir
cai gi. Toi da noi toi s& to chire budi hen tbi nay, va t6i sé lam thé. “Khong,
cam on anh. Khong sao dau.” To6i dua ra mot quyét dinh dot ngdt. “Thay
ddi ké hoach. Ta s& t6i tiém an Antonio.”

“Anh nén goi xe...” Jack bat dau.

“Chung ta khong can xe!” Toi qua quyét sai bude téi con phd chinh
va on Chila, mdt chiéc taxi chay toi. Toi vay dung no lai, md cira cho Jack
va nd1 voi nguot lai xe.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chao anh, cho to6i to1 ti€ém an Antonio trén duong Sanderstead ¢
Clapham.”

Hoan ho. T61 da 1a nguoi 16n quyét doan va ctiru van dugce tinh hinh
“Ti€ém Antonio & dau?” Jack noi, khi taxi bat dau tang toc.

“N6 nam hoi xa, & phia Nam London. Nhung né rat dé chiu. Lissy va
em hay toi d6 hoi bon em sdng & Wandsworth. N6 ¢6 nhitng chiéc ban g
thong khong 16, do an thi tuyét voi, roi sofa va du thi. Va ho khong bao gio
lam phién ta.”

“Nghe cling hoan hao day.” Jack mim cuoi, va téi ty hao mim cuoi
dap lai.

Thoi nao, ddu thé mat nhiu thoi gian dén thé dé di chuyén tur
Clerkenwell toi Clapham. L& ra chung t6i phai t6i do tir ba thé ky trudc roi
chtr. Y t6i 13, n6 chi nam cubi phd thoi ma!

Sau khoang ntra ti€ng, t61 cli nguoi vé phia trude, hoi lai nguon lai
xe, “Co van de gi sao?”

“Chi 1a tic dudng thoi, cung.” Anh ta nhtn vai thoai mai. “Ta c6 thé
lam gi dugc?”

Anh c6 thé khon ngoan tim dudng vong dé tranh tic dudng nhu bao
lai xe taxi khac thuong lam! T6i mudén hét 1én tirc gian. Nhung thay vi vay
to1 chi noi lich sy, “Vay... anh nghi sé mét bao lau ta méi téi duoc chd do?”

“Ai biét duoc chi?”

To1 tha nguoi lai xudng ghé, cam thay bung minh soé1 [én vi tirc gian.
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L€ ra chung t61 phai t&é1 dau d6 ¢ Clerkenwell. Hay Covent Garden.
T6i thue 12 mot con ngdc...

“Emma, dung lo,” Jack n6i. “Anh chac moi chuyén s¢€ rat tuyét khi ta
to1 do.”

“Em hy vong la vay,” to1 no1 v&i ny cudi yeu ot.

To1 con khong thé tro chuyén nira. T61 st dung moi noron than kinh
tap trung dé cau cho chiéc taxi di nhanh hon. T61 nhin chdm cham ra ngoai

ctra sO, thAm reo mimg mdi 1an ma thu tin trén bién phd tién gan hon téi noi
chung t61 mudn téi. SW3... SW1l... SW4!

R4t cude chung toi ciing téi Clapham. Gan nhu di t6i do...

Khi that. Lai mot cai dén do khén kiép. To6i gan nhu khong thé ngoi
yén trong ghé trong khi gi lai xe chi ngdi do ra do, nhu thé moi chuyén
chang c6 gi quan trong.

Puoc thoi, dén xanh ro1! D1 nao! Nhanh 1én!

Nhung anh ta chuyén banh mét cach ung dung, nhu thé ching t6i c6
ca ngdy viy... anh ta tir tir chay doc phd... gio thi anh ta lai dang nhudng
duong cho mot xe khac! Anh ta dang lam cai quai gi chir?

Duogc ro1. Binh tinh lai, Emma. Con pho do6 day ro1. Cudi cung chiung
to1 cling to1 noi.

“No day ro1!” to1 noi, ¢o to ra thoai mai khi chung to1 budec xudng
khai taxi. “Xin 101 anh vi mat nhiéu thoi gian.”

“Dau co6 sao,” Jack no1. “Cho nay trong rat tuyét!”

Khi tra tién taxi cho nguoi l4i xe, toi phai thira nhan toi kha hai long
vi chiing t61 da t&i day. Tiém Antonio trong vo cung tuyét voi! Mat trude
tiém an co den léng trang tri, c6 bong bay budc trén mai vom, am nhac va
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tiéng cudi 0a ra tir khung cira dé md. Toi tham chi con nghe thiy ca tiéng
nguoi ta hat bén trong.

“Thuong thi khong dong vui dén thé nay!” Toi ndi voi nu cudi rong
ngoac va di vé phia cira. Toi dd co thé nhin thidy Antonio ding ngay bén
trong.

“Chao anh!” t61 n61 va day ctra mo ra. “Antonio!”

“Emma!” Antonio néi, lic d6 dang cAm mot ly rwou ding ngay canh
cita. M4 anh hong ryc va anh tuoi cuoi rang r& hon binh thuong.
“Bellissima!” Anh hon vao mdi bén ma t6i, va toi cam thay tran ngap cam
giac khuay khoa am ap. Toi da ding khi té1 day. Toi1 bi€t nguot quan 1y. Ho
s€ dam bao rang chuing t61 s€ c6 mot budi toi tuyét voi.

“Pay la Jack,” to1 noi1, cuoi tuoi tan voi anh.

“Jack! That tuy¢t dugc gdp anh!” Antonio cling hon vao ca hai bén
ma Jack, va to1 cuo1 khuc khich.

“Vay, cho ching t61 mgt ban hai nguoi dugce khong?”

“A...” Anh lam vé mat ti€c nuoi. “Cung, chiing t61 dang dong cwra!™

“Sao?” Toi sting sO nhin anh ay, boi ro1. “Nhung... nhung anh dau co
dong cua. C6 moi nguoi ¢ day ma!” Toi nhin nhitng guong mat vui ve.

“Day 1a mot bira ti¢c riéng!” Anh nang ly v&i mot nguoi & bén kia
phong va hét 1én cau gi d6 bang tiéng Y. “Dam cudi chau toi. Co di bao gio
gip cau ay chua? Guido. Cau ay ting phuc vu & day mua hé vai nim
trude.”

“T6i... t61 khong chic.”

“Cau 4y gap mot co gai dang yéu o trudong luat. Co biét ddy, gid cau
ay da tot nghiép. Néu c6 ¢ bao gid can tu van phap 1y...”
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“Céam on. Xin chiic mung.”

“Hy vong bita tiéc dién ra tot dep,” Jack noi, va siét nhe canh tay toi.
“Dung lo, Emma, sao ma em biét dugc chur.”

“Ban than mén, t61 rat tiéc!” Antonio ndi khi thay mat t6i. “Mot to1
khac nhé, t61 s€ danh cho c6 ban dep nhat. Co ctr goi trudc, cho to1 biet...”

“To1 s€ lam the,” té1 ¢6 gang mim cuoi. “Cam on, Antonio.”

T61 tham chi con khong ddm nhin Jack. To61 kéo anh ca ngan ay chang
duong td1 Clapham khon ki€p dé ro1 nhan dugce dieu nay.

T6i phéi ctru van tinh hudng nay. That nhanh.

“Ta s€ to1 quan ruou,” toi no1 ngay khi ching té1 budc ra via he.
“Ngbi uéng mot ly thi co gi khong hay chi?”

“Nghe hay day,” Jack nhe nhang néi, va di theo t61 khi to1 vo1 va di
doc pho t61 mot cai bién dé Pau Ngua, va day cira mo ra. To1 chua tirng vao
quan rugu nay, nhung chac chan no kha...

Puoc théi. C6 18 1a khong.

Pay chic han 1a quan ruou té hai nhat toi ting thay trong doi. Nhiing
tAm tham xac xo, khong am nhac, va khong co dau hiéu gi cia su séng
ngoai mdt nguoi dan ong bung phe.

T6i khong thé hen ho véi Jack trong ndy. Pon gian 1a khong thé.

“Pugc roi!” toi nodi, dong sap cua lai. “Hay nghi lai xem nao.” Toi
lu6t that nhanh khap phd, nhung ngoai tiém Antonio ra, moi quan khac déu
dong ctra, trir mot vai tiém ban dd an mang vé trong that t€ hai va mot cura
hang cho thué 6 t6. “Um... hiy goi taxi quay trd lai thanh phd!” T6i noi, to
ra nhanh tri. “S& khong mat may thoi gian.”
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To1 sai budc td1 mép via he va gio tay ra.

Trong ba phut tiép theo, tuyét nhién khong thiy bong dang mot chiée
6 t6 nao hét. Pau chi riéng taxi. Moi phuong tién di lai déu vang bong.

“C6 vé kha vang nhi,” cudi cung Jack cling nhan thay.

“Um, day thuc su 1a mdt khu vuc dan cu. Antonio la ti¢ém an duy
nhit.”

Bén ngoai t6i td vé binh tinh. Nhung bén trong tdi bat dau hoang hot.
Chung t6i s& 1am gi day? Liéu ching toi c6 nén c¢d ging di bo téi phd 16n
Clapham? Nhung n6 céach day ca vai dam.

T6i liéc nhin dong hd va stmg s6t nhan thdy da 9 gid 15. Chung toi da
mat hon mot tiéng vo ich ma tham chi chwa dugc udng 1dy mot ly. Va tat ca
déu 1a 16i cua toi. Toi tham chi khong to chirc ndi ldy mot budi tdi don so
sao cho moi vi¢c khong bién thanh tham hoa.

D0t nhién t61 mudn khoc oa 1én. T61 mudn ngdi sup xudng via he, vui
dau vao tay ma ntc né.

“Mon pizza thi sao?”” Jack noi, va t61 ngang dau lén voi niém hy vong
chot dén.

“Sa0? Anh biét tiém pizza nao quanh day...”

“Anh thay chd ban pizza.” Anh hat dau vé phia mot trong nhirng tiém
ban do an mang vé. “Va anh thdy mot cai ghé d4.” Anh chi vé phia bén kia
duong, noi c6 mot cai vuon hoa nho xiu c6 hang rao, co6 16i di lat d4, cay
cdi va mot bang ghé gd. “Em di mua pizza.” Anh mim cudi v6i toi. “Anh s&
di gitt chd.”
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T6i chua tirng cam thdy xau ho dén vy trong doi. Chua timg.

Jack Harper dua toi toi ctra hang sang trong nhat va 1on nhat thé gi6i.
Con t6i dua anh t&i mot cai ghé cong vién ¢ Clapham.

“Pizza ctia anh day,” t6i ndi, mang cai hdp con nong téi chd anh dang
ngéi. “Em léy loai thit lon mudi, nAm va xuc xich.”

T6i khong tin ndi day sé 1a bira tdi cia chung t6i. Tham chi d6 con
khong phai loai pizza ngon, khong phai loai pizza co x6t atisdé cho ngudi
sanh an. D6 chi 1a nhimng 1at bot banh mong ré tién véi pho mat dong da tan
chay cung vai thtr dugc rai khéo 1€o trén mat.

“Hoan hao,” Jack mim cudi no6i. Anh can mgt miéng 16n, rdi cho tay
vao tui 4o trong. “Pay 1€ ra 1a qua d€ em mang v€ nha, nhung vi ching ta
ngoi ¢ day...”

To61 ha hoc mom khi anh 161 ra mét binh trdn cocktail nhé bang inox
va hai chiéc coc cung bo. Anh mé nap binh va, trude su kinh ngac cua toi,
anh r6t mot dung dich 16ng trong su6t mau hong vao moi coc.

Do c6 phai la...
“Em khong tin n61!” To1 nhin anh ay cham cham, mat tron xoe.

“Tho1 nao. Anh dau thé dé em ban khoan ca do1 xem mon do c6 vi thé
nao, phai khong?” Anh dua cho t61 mgt coc va chia coc cia anh ve phia toi.
“Chuc stc khoe em.”

“Chuc mung.” T61i uong mot ngum cocktail... va 61 Chua o1, ngon
tuyét. Pam da va ngot ngao, véi chut vi vodka.

“Ngon cht?”

“Tuyét lam!” to1 no1, uong thém mot ngum nira.

https://thuviensach.vn



Anh cu xtr that tir t& v6i téi. Anh vo nhu dang vui vé 1am. Nhung bén
trong anh nghi gi cht? Chac chan anh s& khinh thuong t6i. Chac chin anh
s& nghi toi 1a mot con bo cai cuc ky, cuc ky ngdc nghéch.

“Emma, em khong sao cht?”

“Khong han,” t6i noi, giong khan dac. “Jack, em rat xin 18i. Thuc déy.
Em that long da Ién ké hoach cho cudc hen nay. L€ ra ching ta di t&1 mot
cau lac bo rat dé thuong noi nhitng ngudi noi tiéng thuong hay lui téi, va sé
rat vui...”

“Emma.” Jack dat ly d6 udng xudng va nhin toi. “Anh mubn danh
bubi tdi nay cing em. Va d6 1a diéu ching ta dang lam.”

“Vang. Nhung...”
“P6 1a diéu chung ta dang 1am,” anh cuong quyét lip lai.

Anh tir tir cti nguoi vé phia toi va tim tdi bat dau dap thinh thich. Oi
Chua oi. Oi Chtia 0i. Anh 4y sdp hon toi. Anh 4y sép...

“Aaaal! Aaaa! Aaaa!”

T6i nhay vot 1én ghé trong con hoang hét. Mot con nhén dang bo 1én
chan t6i. Mot con nhén den 16n. “Gat no Xuéng di!” té1 dién cuéng noi.
“Gat n6 xudng di!”

Bé‘mg mot dong tac nhanh nhen Jack phui con nhén xuéng cO, va to1
budc xudng khoi ghé, tim van dap thinh thich.

Va tat nhién, bau khong khi di bi pha hong hoan toan. Tuyét lam.
Dung 1a tuyét di¢u. Jack dinh hon t61 con t61 thi thét 1én kinh hoang. Téi
nay to1 da cu xu tuyét qué nhi.

Tai sao minh lai tham hai nhu vay chu? T61 tirc gidn nghi. Tai sao
minh lai hét 1én? L& ra minh chi can nghién chat ring thoi chi!
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Khong han 13 nghién rang theo nghia den, r6 rang roi. Nhung 18 ra toi
phai that d& thuong. Trén thuc té, 18 ra toi phai bi cudn hut dén muc con
khong nhdn thdy con nhén nita kia.

“Chac anh khong s¢ nhén,” t61 mim cuoi lung ting vt Jack. “Chac
anh chang s¢ gi hét.”

Jack dap lai bé“mg mot nu cuoi khong hén 14 cau tra 1oi.
“Anh c6 so gi khong?” t6i khan khoan.
“Pan 6ng dich thuc khong so gi hét,” anh bong dua.

Nguoc voi mong mudn cta chinh minh, t6i thidy nhéi 1én chut cam
giac khong hai 1ong. Jack khong phai 13 nguoi gioi nhat trén thé gidi khi noi

v€ chinh minh.
“Vay, do dau ma anh c6 veét seo nay?” to1 hoi, chi vao co tay anh.

“Do6 1a mdt cau chuyén dai, té nhat.” Anh mim cudi. “Em khon
v y. 2 d
muon nghe dau.”

C6 chu! Pau toi ngay lap tirc 1én tiéng. Em thyc long mudn nghe.
Nhung t6i chi mim cudi va nhap chit dd udng.

Bay gio thi anh ay dang nhin ra xa xam, nhu thé t6i khong c6 & do.
Anh da quén chuyén hon t61?

Minh c6 nén hon anh 4y khong? Khong. Khong.

“Pete yéu nhén,” anh dot nhién Ién tiéng. “Nu6i nhén nhu vat cung.
Nhitng con khong 16, day 1ong. Va ran nita.”

“That sao?” t61 nhan mat.

“Pién r0. Anh dung 1a mot anh chang dién ro,” anh thét lén.
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“Anh... van nhé anh ay,” t6i ngap ngung.
“U. Anh van nh¢ anh 4y.”

Lai mot khoang yén liang. T6i c6 thé nghe thay tiéng mot nhom ngudi
dang roi tiém an Antonio ¢ dang xa, ho hét gi d6 véi nhau bang tiéng Y.

“Anh 4y c6 dé lai ngudi than nao khong?” t6i than trong hoi, va ngay
lap tirc thdy mat Jack khép lai moi cam xuc.

“C6 mot vai nguoi,” anh noi.
“Anh van con gip ho chu?”

“Thinh thoang,” anh thot 1én, réi quay sang toi mim cudi. “Em bi
dinh x4t ca chua & cam ndy.” Va khi véi tay 1én lau, anh bat gip anh mat
to1. Anh cham rai cli Xuéng phia t6i. Oi Chua oi. Pén luc r6i, thuc su dén
lac rdi. Thuc su...

“Jack.”

Ca hai ching toi cing nhay dung 1én stng sét, va toi danh roi ly
cocktail xuéng dat. Toi quay lai, siing so khong tin vao mat minh. Sven
dang ding ¢ ctra khu vuon nho.

Sven lam cai quéi quy gi ¢ day cha?

“Pén dung luc 1dm,” Jack 1am bam. “Chao Sven.”

“Nhung... nhung anh ta lam gi ¢ day?” T6i tran tr6i nhin Jack. “Sao
anh ta biét chiing ta & day?”

“Anh 4y goi khi em dang di mua pizza.” Jack thd dai va xoa mit.
“Anh khong biét anh ay s& toi day nhanh dén vdy. Emma... c6 chuyén moi
xay ra. Anh phai néi chuyén véi anh 4y that nhanh. Anh htra s& khong lau
dau. Puoc chu?”
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“Puoc,” t6i khé nhin vai ndi. R6t cude thi toi con biét noi gi khac
cht? Nhung bén trong, ca co thé toi rung 1én thit vong, gan nhu tirc gidn.

C6 gang giir binh tinh, t6i v6i ldy binh lac cocktail, rot phan cocktail
hdng con lai vao ly ctia minh va udéng mét ngum 16n.

Jack va Sven dang dimg & cong, noéi chuyén soi ndi bang giong rat
nho. T6i nhip cocktail va 1am vé ti nhién dich trén ghé dé co thé nghe rd
hon.

“... phai lam gi tur day...”
“... ké hoach B... trd lai Glasgow...”
“... khan cép...”

T6i ngudce 1én, bat gip 4anh mat ciia Sven. Toi voi quay di noi khéc,
vo nhu dang chim chd nhin mit dat. Giong ho ha xudng thip hon nita, va
t6i khong nghe duoc 14y mot tir. Sau d6 Jack tach ra va di vé phia toi.

“Emma... anh rat xin 15i vé chuyén nay. Nhung anh phai di.”
“P1?” t61 nhin anh kinh hoang. “Sao, bay gio u?”

“Anh s& phai di vai ngay. Anh xin 16i.” Anh ngdi xudng canh toi trén
bang ghé. “Nhung... chuyén nay kha quan trong.”

“0. 0O, duogc thoi.”
“Sven da goi xe dua em veé.”
Tuyét, to1 cau kinh nghi. Cam on nhiéu, Sven.

“Anh ta that sy rat... chu déo,” t6i noi, va dung giay di mét duong
trén mat dat.

“Emma, anh thuc sy phai di,” Jack no6i khi théy vé mat to1. “Nhung
anh s¢€ gap lai em khi anh tr¢ lai, duge chit? Vao Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty.
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Va ching ta sé€... bat dau tir do.”
“Duogc a.” Toi co gang mim cuoi. “The s€ rat tuyét.”
“To1 nay anh da rat vui.”

“Em cling vay,” t61 no1, nhin cham cham xudng bang ghe. “Em da rat

: 9

Vul.

“Chung ta s& lai vui vé cting nhau.” Anh nhe nhang nang cam t6i 1én
cho t6i khi toi nhin thang vao mat anh, “Anh hira ddy, Emma.”

Anh cti vé phia trude va 1an nay khong co6 ldy mot chit do du. Moi
anh ap vao moi to1i, ngot ngao va manh m&. Anh hon t6i. Jack Harper dang
hén t6i trén mot bang ghé cong vién.

Mo6i anh tdch moi t6i1 ra, rau anh co vao mat té1i ram rap. Canh tay anh
om lay kéo toi vao sat anh, hoi thd toi nghet lai & ¢6. Toi thiy minh ludn tay
vao trong 4o khodc anh, cam thay nhitng co bap dudi 16p 40 so mi, va mudn
xé toac no ra. Oi Chta oi. Toi mudn chuyén nay. T6i mubn hon nira.

Dot nhién anh dung lai, va t61 cam thay nhu thé minh vira bi 161 ra
khoi mdt giac mo.

“Emma, anh phai di.”

Miéng toi am uét, t& dai. T6i van c6 thé cam thdy 1an da anh trén moi
t6i. Ca co thé van ron rang. Khong thé dung lai thé nay dugc. Khong thé.

“Pung di,” t6i nghe thay giong minh khan dic. “Nura tiéng thoi.”

T6i dinh goi ¥ cai gi cha? Rang ching toi lam chuyén dé trong bui
cay?

Noi thue, thé cling duoc. Bat cu dau cling dugc. Trong doi to1 chua
tirng khao khat nguoi dan ong nao dén thé.
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“Anh khong muén di.” D6i mat sim mau cta anh gan nhu duc ngau.
“Nhung anh phai di.” Anh cAm 1ay tay toi, va t6i bam chat 14y tay anh, cd
gang kéo dai sy tiép xtic 1au hét muc c6 the.

“Vay... em s€... em s€ gadp lai anh.” T61 gan nhu khong thé ndi rd
rang.

“Anh rat nong long.”
“Em ciing thé.”
“Jack.” Cé hai chung t6i cing nhin 1én va thiy Sven dtng & cong.

“Puoc 16i,” Jack goi lai. Chung t61 dimg 1én va to1 kin dao quay di
khoi dang di€u hoi la cua Jack.

Minh c6 thé di clng trong xe va...
Khéng. Khéng. Tua lai. T6i khong nghi dén chuyén dé.

Khi chung t6i budc ra ngoai phd, toi thay hai chiéc xe mau bac cho
bén via hé. Sven dang dimg canh mét chiéc, con chiéc kia rd rang 1a danh
cho toi. Khon that. Toi cam thdy nhu minh dot nhién tré thanh thanh vién
cua mot gia dinh hoang gia hay gi do.

Khi nguoi 141 xe mé ctra cho t61, Jack cham nhe vao tay t6i. T61 mudn
om lay anh dé hon mdt lan cudi, nhung thé nao do to1 da kiém ché dugec.

“Tam biét,” anh thi tham.
“Tam biét,” toi thi thim dép lai.

Sau do t61 vao xe, ctra dong lai véi mot tieng sap dat tién, va xe ludt
di ém ru.

https://thuviensach.vn



Muwot sau

Chiing ta sé badt dau tir d6. Piéu d6 co thé nghia la...
Hoic c6 thé nghia 1a...

Oi Chuia oi. Mdi lan nghi dén chuyén d6, bung toi lai con 1én hao hirc.
T6i khong thé tap trung ¢ chd lam. Toi khong thé nghi dén bat ctr diéu gi
khac.

Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty 1a mot su kién cta cong ty, toi lién tuc ty nhu
nhu vay. Khong phai mot cudc hen. D6 s€ 1a mot dip hoan toan mang tinh
cong viéc, va co 1€ s€ khong co bat ¢t co hdi nao dé Jack va toi ndi nhiéu
hon mdt cau chao trang trong gitta sép va nhan vién. Cung lam 1a ca bat tay
nira. Vay thoi.

Nhung... nhung ta chang bao gid biét diéu gi c6 thé s& xay ra sau do.
Chiing ta sé bdt dau tir do.
Oi Chua oi. Oi Chua oi.

Sang thur Bay, to1 day that som, tdm sach sg, téy long nach, xoa loai
kem dudng da dat tién nhat ciia minh va son moéng chan.

Chi 14 vi chuan bi chu dao lic ndo ciing c6 ich ca. Khong vi 1y do gi
khac.

To1 chon 4o nguc bang ren hiéu Gossard va quan 16t cung bg, mac
bén ngoai la chiéc vay xoe mua he lam ton dang nhat.
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Sau do6, hoi d6 mat mot chit, toi tha vai chiée bao cao su vao tai. Pon
gian 1a vi sin sang 1a t6t. Pay 1a bai hoc t61 hoc duoc & Brownies hdi moi
mudi mot tudi, va bai hoc do6 con dong mai trong t6i. Pugc thoi, co 1€
Brown Owl néi vé khin an du phong va nhiing bd d6 khau véa chir khong
phai bao cao su, nhung van cung nguyén tic d6, khong phai vay sao?

To1 nhin vao guong, t6 16p son bong cudi cung 1én moi va xirc nude
hoa Allure khap nguoi. Puogc rdi. San sang dé lam tinh roi.

Y t6i 1, v6i Jack.
Y t6i 1a... Oi Chua oi. Sao ciing dugc.

Ngay Gia dinh s& dién ra & nha Panther, tic 13 cin nha ndng thon cia
cong ty Panther & Hertfordshire. Ho sir dung can nha dé cho céc dip dao tao
hay hoi thao va nhitng ngay suy nghi sang tao, nhiing dip ma t61 chua tung
dugc moi dén. Vi thé toi chua timg t6i d6, va khi bude ra khoi taxi téi phai
thira nhan minh kha bi 4n tuong. D6 1a mot cin nha cd, 16n va rat dep, rat
nhiéu ctra s6 va cot dang trude. Co 18 duge xay tir... thoi xa xua.

“Kién trac thoi George,” ai do no1 khi ho budce trén con duong rai soi
lao xao.

Thoi George. Y t6i 1a thé.

T6i di theo tiéng nhac ra sau nha va thay sy kién nay dang dién ra
nhon nhip trén bai c¢o rong 16m. Vai voc sac so két thanh nhirng trang hoa
16n trang tri & sau nha, nhitng cai 1éu dung ri rac trén bii co, mot ban nhac
dang choi trén san khau nho con tré con thi dang la hét inh tai trong nha
bong.

“Emma!” To1 nhin 1€n thi thay Cyril dang di vé phia t61, an mac nhu
anh chang trong quan J v&i chiéc mi nhon mau vang va do. “Trang phuc
cua c6 dau?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Trang phuc!” Tdi ¢ t6 ra ngac nhién. “Troi oi! Um... t6i khong biét
la chiing ta phai cai trang.”

Thuec ra thi khong han 1a thé. Hom qua, vao lic nam gid chiéu, Cyril
d3 giri email cho moi ngudi trong cong ty, ghi r3: NHAC NHO: TRONG
NGAY GIA DINH CONG TY, MOI NHAN VIEN PANTHER DEU PHAI
CAI TRANG.

Nhung trung thuc ma noi. Lam sao ta co thé tim duoc phuc trang khi
chi duoc bao trude trong vong nam phut? Va toi s€ khong bao gio td1 day
vao ngay hom nay trong mdt bd quan 4o bang nylon mua & mot ctra hang
ban do du tiéc.

Thém nita, cr nghi ma xem, gio thi ho c6 thé 1am gi duoc chi?

“Xin 161,” toi noi lo dang, nhin quanh tim Jack. “Du sao thi ding dé

29

“Cac nguoi that 1a! Cai do da dugc dua vao thong bao, trong ban
tin...” Ong ta tom l4y vai toi khi toi dinh budc di. “Vay thi c6 s& phai chon
mot trong nhirng bo du phong.”

“Sao?” Toi ngdy ngd nhin 6ng ta. “B du phong nao?”

“To1 c6 cam giac chuyén nay s€ xay ra,” Cyril noi véi chut am diéu
chién thang, “vi thé t61 c6 chuan bi trudce.”

Mot cam gidc rung minh bat dau lan di khap co thé. Y éng ta ddu phai

la...

Y ong ta khong thé nao 1a. ..

“Chung ta c6 rat nhiéu do dé chon,” ong ta dang noi.

Khong. Khong bao gio. Minh phai thoat khoi chuyén nay. Ngay bay
gio.
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To1 ngd ngoay tuyét vong, nhung tay ong ta nhu mot cai kep trén vai
t6i. Ong ta day t6i vao mot cai 1éu, noi hai phu nit trung nién dang dimg bén
canh mdt cai gia dﬁy... 01 Chua o1. Nhitng bd dd cai trang béng so1 nhan tao,
khung khiép va kinh tom nhat t6i ting thdy. Té hon ca d6 & ctra hang ban
d6 du tiéc. Ong ta lay nhiing thtr nay tir dau chir?

“Khéng,” t61 hoang hét. “That day. Téi mudn mic nguyén thé nay.”

“Ai ciing phai mic d6 cai trang ca,” Cyril cuong quyét. “Cai d6 da
dugc ghi trong thong bao!”

“Nhung... nhung day la do cai trang!” tdi voi chi vao chiéc vay cua
minh. “T61 quén khong noi. Pay la... mot bg trang phuc du ti€c trong vuon
tr nhiitng ndm hai muoi, rat that...”

“Emma, day 1a mot ngdy dé vui dua,” Cyril ngat 10i. “Va mot phan
clia trd vui xuat phat tir viéc nhin thdy dong nghiép cua ta va gia dinh ho
trong nhitng trang phuc budn cudi. N6i dén day t6i mdi nho, gia dinh ¢o
dau?”

“0.” T6i 1am vé mat hdi tiéc da tap luyén ca tuan. “Ho... thuc su ho
khong thé téi duoc.”

C6 18 1a vi toi da khong da dong gi voi ho vé ngay hém nay.

“Co khong ké v6i ho vé ngay hom nay?” Ong ta quan sat toi voi vé

ngo vuc. “Co co gui to chuong trinh cho ho khong?”

“Co chu!” Toi lam dau thanh gid sau lung. “Tat nhién t61 c6 noi véi

'7’

ho. Ho ciing thich t6i day 1am chu

“Vay thi co s& phai hoa vao véi cac gia dinh dong nghiép khac. Xem
ta co gi ndo. Nang Bach Tuyét.” Ong ta di mot cai vay nylon tay bong kinh
tom vao tay toi.
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“T6i khong mudn 1am Bach Tuyét...” toi bat dau, roi nging lai giita
chimg khi nhin thdy Moira & Phong Ké toan dang kho s& bi tong vao bo
trang phuc khi dot 1ong bom xom. “Puoc thoi.” Toi tom lay cai vay. “Toi sé
lam Bach Tuyét.”

T6i gan nhu mudbn khoc. Chiéec vay xinh dep lam t6n 1én nhiing
duong cong cua toi bi nhét vao mot chiée thi vai hoa, sin sang doi t6i 16i ra
vao cubi ngay. Con t61 thi mac mot bd trang phuc khién minh trong nhu mot
con bé sau tudi. Mot con bé sau tudi khong hé c6 mat thim my va bi mu
mau.

Khi t6i chan chuong chui tir 18u ra, ban nhac dang choi bai Oom-pa-
pa trong phim Oliver véi nhip diéu s61 dong, va ai d6 dang thong bao gi do
trén loa nhung t6i chang nghe ngdng duoc gi. T6i nhin quanh, nheo mat vi
anh nang, c6 tim hiéu xem ai 13 ai dudi bd quan 4o cai trang. Toi thdy Paul
dang di doc bai co, an mic nhu cudp bién, va ba dira tré bam nhang nhang
vao chan.

“Chu Paul! Cha Paul!” mot dira dang hét 1én. “Cha lam lai vé mat
dang so di!”

“Chau muodn an keo mut!” mdt dra khac gao. “Cha Paul, chau muon
an keo mut!”

“Chao ong, Paul,” t6i n6i day dau kho. “Ong dang vui vé chu?”

“Bat cir ai nghi ra Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty déu dang bi ban ca,” ong ta

n6i khong mot thoang hai hude. “Pung c¢6 gidm 1én chan chi!” ong ta quat

mot dura, va tat ca bon chiung lan ra cuoi ngat nghéo.
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“Me, con khong can ti€u mot xu nao,” Artemis lam bam khi di ngang
qua, an mac nhu nguoi ¢4, cung ba day vé chi huy doi1 mot chiéc mii khong
16.

“Artemis, khong can phai tu ai nhu vay!” ba dé no1 oang oang.

Chuyén nay that ky cuc. Moi nguodi khi & cung gia dinh minh tré nén
hoan toan khac la. On Chua vi gia dinh t6i khong c6 mat ¢ day.

T6i ban khoan khong hiéu Jack dang ¢ dau. C6 18 anh 4y ¢ trong nha.
Co 1€ to1 nén. ..

“Emma!” t6i nhin 1én thi thay Katie dang di vé phia minh. C6 mic
mot bo trang phuc ca rdt vo cung ky di, khoac tay mot nguoi dan 6ng trung
nién toéc mudi tiéu. Chic dé 1a b co ay.

La that, boi toi tuong co Ay bao s& di cung...

“Emma, day la Phillip!” c¢6 4y hon ho. “Phillip, hdy gip ban em
Emma. C6 ay 1a nguoi mang chung ta dén véi nhau!”

S... sao?

Khong. Téi khong tin noi.

Pay 1a nguoi yéu moi cta c¢d ay? Pdy 1a Phillip? Nhung it nhat ong
ay ciing phai bay muoi roi!

Ngo ngan, toi bt tay ong 4y, ban tay kho rap nhu gidy, gidng nhu tay
b t6i, va cb ging chuyén phiém d6i chat vé thoi tiét. Nhung subt thoi gian
d6, t61 hoan toan bi sbc.

Pimng hiéu 1am t6i. Toi khong phai nguoi ky thi tudi tac. Toi chang
phai 1a ngudi ky thi bat ctr diéu gi. Toi nghi moi ngudi déu nhu nhau, cho

du ho da den hay da tring, 13 dan 6ng hay dan ba, tré hay...

Nhung ong 4y ding 1a mot 6ng gia! Ong 4y gia roi!
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“Anh 4y that dé thuong phai khong?” Katie noi day triu mén khi ong
ay di lay d6 udng. “Anh 4y rat chu ddo. Chang c6 gi 13 qua rac réi v6i anh
ay ca. Trudc ddy to chua timg di choi v6i ngudi dan 6ng nao nhu anh ay!”

“Té khong tin ndi diéu d6,” t6i noi, giong hoi lac di. “Chinh xac thi
khoang céach tudi tac gita hai nguoi 13 bao nhiéu?”

“Té khong chéc,” Katie noi giong ngac nhién. “Té chua timg hoi. Sao
co?”

Mit ¢6 sang bing hanh phtic va cuc ky ngay tho. Chang 18 ¢6 khong
nhdn thdy 6ng y gia dén thé nao?

“Khéng c6 gi!” To6i hang giong. “Vay... o... ké lai cho t& nghe xem
nao. Chinh x4c thi cau gap Phillip & dau?”

“Cau biét ma, do ngdc!” Katie néi, vo qué trach. “Cau da goi ¥ té nén
thir dn trua & dau d6 khac di, nhd cht? Thé ddy, to tim thay mot noi thuc sy
khac biét, nim trong moQt con phé nho. Thuc ra, t& nghi cau nén to1 do.”

“Do6 1a mot... ti€ém an? Quan ca phé?”

“Khéng han,” ¢ trim ngam. “Té chua timg toi noi nao nhu vay. Ta
vao dé va ho dua cho ta mot cai khay, roi ta léy dd an trua va an, ngéi o
mAy cai ban & d6. Va chi hét c¢6 hai bang! Sau d6 ho cé giai tri mién phi!
D a1 khi 1a choi bai bingo hoac ti lo kho. P61 khi 1a mot bai hat quanh chiéc
dan piano. C6 1an ho con to chirc khiéu vii vao budi chiéu! Té da co vo
cung nhiéu ban.”

To1 sttng so nhin co trong vai giay.

“Katie,” cudi cung to1 noi. “Cho do. Liéu day c6 phai la... trung tam
cham soc nguoi gia vao ban ngay khong?”

“O!” ¢6 ndi, trong cd vé sung sot. “Om...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“C0 nght xem. Co6 ai téi do... co vé 1a nguoi gia?”

“Tro1 a,” ¢6 ay cham chap noi, va nhiu may. “Gio cdu nhac dén to
moi thay ¢6 vé moi nguoi déu kha... trudng thanh. Nhung thyc ddy Emma,
cau nén t&1 do.” Mét co sang Ién. “Ching t¢ dugc cudi dua thoai mai!”

“Cau van con o7 d6?” t61 nhin ¢6 cham cham.

“Ngay nao t¢d cling td1 do,” c6 ngac nhién. “Td ¢ trong uy ban xa hdi

“Chao mdot 1an nira!” Phillip vui vé khi xuét hién tro lai v6i ba ly
nuéc. Ong ay cudi rang rd v4i Katie va hon vao ma co gai, va c¢d dy cudi
rang r0 dap lai. Va dot nhién to61 cam théy kha 4m long. Pugc thoi, chuyén
nay dung la ky la. Nhung duong nhu ho 1a mét cdp thuc sy ngot ngao.

“Anh chang duing sau quiy c6 vé kha cing thang, anh chang khon
kho,” Phillip néi khi t6i uong ngum Pimm’s ngon lanh dau tién, nham mat
lai dé tan huong.

Umm. Chéc chin chang c6 gi tuyét hon mot ly nudc mat lanh vao
mot ngay he...

Cho chat. Mat t6i mé ra. Quay Pimm’s.

Khi that. Téi d3 hira s& cung phuc vu & quay Pimm’s véi Connor, phai
khong nhi? Tai liéc nhin dong hd va nhan ra minh di mudn t6i muoi phut.
O1i, chét tiét that. Thao ndo ma anh 4y cha cang thang.

T6i voi va xin 16i Phillip va Katie, réi cudng cudng chay téi quiy
Pimm’s ndm & goc vuon. O d6 t6i thady Connor dang mot minh can trudng
d6i mat v4i ca mot hang ngudi dai tit tap. Anh dn mic nhu Henry VIIL voi
tay 40 xoe, quan 6ng tim va mot bo ria mép khong 16 mau dé gan vao mit.
Chac anh dang néng chay md ra.
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“Xin 13i,” toi thi thim, nhe nhang chui vao ding bén canh. “Em phai
thay trang phuc. Em nén lam gi day?”

“Rot day nudc Pimm’s vao cac ly,” Connor néi coc 1oc. “Moi ly gia
1,5 bang. Li¢u em c6 lam dugc khong?”

“Puoc!” t61 nd1, hoi buc minh. “Tat nhién 1a em lam duoc!”

Trong vai phut sau d6 ching t61 qua ban ron phuc vu do6 udong nén
chdng ai n61 véi ai 101 nao. Ro1 hang dai ngudi dan tan di, chi con lai chung
toi.

Connor tham chi khong thém nhin tdi, anh loang xoang thu xép ly coc
khién toi e rﬁng anh s& 1am v& mat. Tai sao anh lai buc boi dén thé chu?

“Connor, nghe nay, em xin 161 da dén muodn.”
9 9 "

“Khong sao,” anh néi cing nhac va bat dau bam mot bo bac ha nhu
thé muon giét no. “Vay, to1 hdom trudc em vui vé cha?”

Vay ra la vi chuyén do.

“Vang, cam on,” t61 n61 sau mgt thoang ngap ngung.

“V61 nguoi dan 6ng bi mat maéi.”

“Vang,” t6i noi, va 1én nhin khap bai co dong duc, tim kiém Jack.

“D6 1a mdt nguoi & chd 1am, phai khong?” Connor dot nhién noi, va
to1 giat thot.

. . .
“Po 1a 1y do tai sao em khong noi1 voi anh do6 1a ai.”
y .

“Khéng phai nhu vay! Chi 1a... nghe nay Connor, chang 1& anh khong
thé t6n trong sy riéng tu ctia em?”
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“Anh nghi anh c6 quyén bi€t em bo anh vi ké ndao.” Anh ban sang t61
mot cai nhin quo trach.

“Anh khong c6 quyén do6!” t61 vac lai, dé ro1 nhan ra diéu do co vé
hoi ich ky. “Em chi nghi s€ chang ich gi khi n61 chuyén d6.”

“Puogc thoi, ro1 anh s€ tim hiéu xem do6 1a ai.” Ham anh banh ra. “Sé
khong mat nhiu thot gian dau.”

“Connor, xin anh. Em thyc sy khong nghi...”

“Emma, anh dau c¢6 ngoc.” Anh nhin 61, vé tham do. “Anh biét nhiéu
hon em nghi day.”

T6i cam thidy mot thoang chéng chénh. C6 1& t6i dd ludn danh gia
thép Connor. C6 1& anh thuc sy hiéu t6i. Oi Chua oi. Néu anh doan duoc thi
sao?

T6i bat dau thai lat mot qua chanh, mat lién tuc liéc nhin dam dong.
Du sao thi Jack dang ¢ dau thé nhi?

“Anh biét 13 ai ro6i,” Connor d6t nhién ndi, va toi nhin Ién thi théy anh
dang nhin t6i dic thing. “D6 13 Paul, phai khong?

“Sa0?” t6i ha héc moém, mudn pha 1én cudi. “Khong, khong phai
Paul! Thé quai nao ma anh lai nghi 1 Paul cht?”

“Chdc chdc em lai nhin 6ng ta.” Anh chi téi chd Paul dang dimg gan
d6, dam chiéu tu bia tmg yc. “Hai phiit mot 1an!”

“Em dau co6 nhin 6ng ta,” t61 voi va ndéi. “Em chi nhin... Em chi tiép
nhan khong khi n4do nirc xung quanh.”

“Vay tai sao ong ta lai quanh quan & day?”

“Ong ta dau co6 quanh quan ¢ day. Troi, Connor, hiy tin em. Em
khong hen ho véi Paul.”
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“Em nghi anh 1a thang ngdc, phai khong?” Connor néi voi mot
thoang gian di.

“Em khong nghi anh 13 thang ngdc! Em chi... em chi nghi day la
chuyén kha v6 nghia. Anh s€ khong bao gio...”

“Co phai Nick khong?” Mat anh nheo lai. “Em va anh ta ludn co6 gi
do.”

“Khong!” toi sot rudt ndi. “Khéng phai Nick.”

Troi dat. Chuyén tinh gidu giém von da da khé khan 1am roi, ké ca
khi khong c6 ban trai cii tra tn. L& ra t6i khong bao gid nén dong y 1am &
quiy Pimm’s ngu ngdc nay.

“Oi Chuia 0i,” Connor thi thim. “Nhin kia.”
M

To1 nhin 1€n, va bung t61 1o0n nhao. Jack dang di qua bai co vé phia
ching t61, an mac nhu cao boi, voi ung da, 4o so mi ké ca r6 va mot cai mii
cao boi phu hop.

Trong anh vo cung hap dan, toi cam thdy minh sap ngat.

“Anh 4y dang di vé& huéng nay!” Connor suyt. “Nhanh 1én! Don déng
v6 chanh d6 di. Xin chao ngai,” anh néi to hon. “Ngai ¢6 muén uéng mot ly
Pimm’s?”

“Cam on nhiéu, Connor,” Jack no6i va mim cuoi. Ro1 anh nhin toi.
9 9
“Chao Emma. Co vui cht?”

“Chao anh,” t0i ndi, giong cao hon binh thudng téi sdu ndt. “Vang,
that tuyét!” Tay run run, to1 rét ra mot ly Pimm’s dua cho anh.

“Emma! Em quén bac ha!” Connor noi.

“Khong sao,” Jack noi, khong ro1 mat khoi toi.
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“Anh c6 thé dung bac ha néu anh muon,” t61 no6i va nhin lai.

“Thé nay la ngon r61.” Mat anh hoi 16e 1én, r61 anh udng mot ngum
Pimm’s 16n.

Chuyén nay khong c6 thyc. Chung t6i khong thé roi mat khoi nhau.
Chac chan moi ngudi khac co thé thay rd chuyén gi dang dién ra? Chac
chin Connor phai nhan ra? T6i voi nhin di chd khac va vo nhu ban ron véi
chd da.

“Vay, Emma,” Jack no1 voi vé tg nhién. “Chi nd1 chuyén cong viéc
mot chut thoi. Viéc danh may thém ma té1 yéu cau c¢6. Ho so Leopold ay.”

“Vang?” t61 noi, boi ro1 danh ro1 mot vién da xudng quay.

“Co 1& chung ta s& ban bac doi chut vé chuyén d6 trude khi toi di?”
Anh mit chung t6i cham nhau. “Téi c6 mot diy phong trong kia.”

“Duogc a,” to1 ndi, tim dap thinh thich. “Vang.”
“Vay... mot gio nhé?”
“Mot gio to1 s€ td1.”

Anh thong dong budc di, cdm theo ly Pimm’s, va t6i ding d6 nhin
theo, & mot vién da nho giot xudng bai co.

Mot day phong. Didu d6 chi co thé am chi mot diéu.
Jack va to1 s€ lam tinh.

Va dot nhién, khong hé bao trudc, t6i cam thay rat rat cing thang.
“Anh dung 1a ngdc qua!” Connor la 1én, d6t ngdt bo con dao xubng. “Anh
dung 13 mii qudng qua.” Anh quay sang nhin t6i, d6i mat xanh ryc 1én.
“Emma, anh biét nguoi dan ong méi ctia em 13 ai.”

T6i cam thiy dau that.
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“Khong, anh biét 1am sao dwgc.” T6i ndi nhanh. “Connor, anh khong
biét d6 1a ai. Thyc ra, 6 khéng phai 13 bat ctr ai ¢ chd lam. Em chi bia ra
thé thoi. Anh ay song ¢ Tdy London kia, anh chua ting gap anh ay. Tén anh
ay l1a... tm... Gary, anh ay 1 nhan vién buu tin.”

“Pimg ¢ noéi dbi anh! Anh biét chinh x4c d6 13 ai.” Anh khoanh tay
va hudng sang t6i mot cai nhin that 1au, xuyén thau. “P6 14 Tristan & Phong
Thiét ké, phai khong?”

Ngay khi cong viéc ctia minh & quiy dd udng két thuc, toi chudn khoi
Connor va di t6i ngdi dudi gbc cdy voi mot ly Pimm’s, cir hai phut lai liéc
nhin dong hd. T6i khong tin ndi minh lai cing thang vi chuyén nay dén vay.
C6 18 Jack biét ca déng bi quyét. Co 18 anh ay s& mong doi tdi ciing thuc su
sanh soi. C6 1& anh 4y s& chd doi nhimng k¥ thuit dinh cao ma toi thim chi
con chua tung nghe to1.

Y t6i 1a... toi khong nghi minh kém cdi trong chuyén chin gbi.
Ban biét ddy. Noi chung. Ta nén xem xét moi khia canh.

Nhung ta dang néi dén tiéu chuan nao day? Toi cam thdy minh dang
thi du trong nhiing chuong trinh nhé & dia phuong roi dot nhién lai tham
du Olympic. Jack Harper 1a mot triéu phti qudc té. Chéc chan anh ay da hen
ho véi cac siéu miu va... van dong vién... nhitng phu nir ¢6 bo nguc khong
16 moi goi... nhitng co bap ma toi nghi minh tham chi con chang co.

T6i sé canh tranh thé nao day? Bang cach nao? Tbi bat dau cam thay
khong dugc khoe. DPay la mdt y tuwdng t€ hai. Toi s€ khong bao gio gidi nhu
nit chu tich tip doan Origin Software, phai khong nao? Tb6i co thé hinh
dung ra c6 ta, v&i cip chan dai, bd d6 16t gia 400 d6 va co thé ram ning...
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co 1€ vo1 mot chi€ce roi trong tay... co 1€ cd c6 ban ngudi mau ludng tinh
day quyeén rii san sang lam moi chuyén nong 1én mdt chut cua c6 ta nira...

Puoc thoi, dimg lai ngay. Chuyén dang bat dau trd nén 16 bich roi
day. Toi s& 6n thoi. Toi chdc chdn 1a minh s& 6n théi. S& nhu mot cude thi
ba I€ - mot khi da mua, ta s€é quén di moi cang théng. Giao vién ba 1€ cii cua
t61 ludon nodi vt hoe sinh, “Chung nao cac em gilt dugc do1 chan xoay tron
sao cho that dep mat va mot nu cudi tuoi tin trén mat, cac em sé lam dugc
mot cach tuyét dicu.”

Va t6i nghi diéu d6 cling ding trong trudng hop nay.

T6i liéc nhin dong ho, hoang hét. Ping mot gio. Khong hon khong
kém.

Pi dén lac di va yéu duong. Toi dung 1én, bi mat 1am vai dong tac
khai dong, vi biét dau lai can dén. Sau d6 toi hit mot hoi that sdu va véi trai
tim dap thinh thich, t6i bat dau di vé phia ngdi nha. Tdi vira téi mép bai co
thi mot giong xoe xoe dap vao tai toi.

“Con bé kia roi! Emma! Oi oi!”

Nghe nhu giong me toi thi phai. La that. Toéi hoi dung budce, va quay
lai, nhung khong nhin thiy ai ca. Chic toi bi a0 gidc ddy. Chac toi 16i tiém
thirc ¢6 gang danh bai t6i, hodc gi do.

“Emma, quay lai day! Pang nay co!”
Cho chat. Hinh nhu 1a giong cua Kerry.

T6i bdi r6i nhin quanh dam dong, mét nheo lai trong ning. Toi chang
thé thay gi. Toi ludt mat mot luot, nhung khong thé thay...

ROi bSng nhién, nhu M3t Than, ho dot ngot XUt hién trong tam nhin.
Kerry, Nev, va bd me t6i. Di vé phia toi. Tat ca déu mic trang phuc cai
trang. Me¢ mac kimono Nhat va xach mdgt gio picnic. Bé dn mic nhu Robin
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Hood va xach theo hai céi ghé gip. Nev mic trang phuc Siéu Nhan va cam
mot chai rugu. Con Kerry thi mac mot bo trang phuc kiéu Marilyn Monroe,
doi ca bo téc gia mau vang bach kim va di giay cao got, man nguyén thu
hat nhitng 4nh nhin.

Chuyén gi dang dién ra vay?
Ho dang lam gi ¢ day?

To6i khong noi véi ho vé Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty. Toi biét 14 minh
khong n6i ma. Toi dam chdc 14 minh khong noi.

“Chao Emma!” Kerry néi khi chi ta lai g:?m. “Thich bd nay cha?” Chi
ta hoi nhin nhdy va vd nhe 1én mai toc gia.

“Con mac phuc trang gi vay, con yéu?” me nodi, ngo ngac nhin bd vay
nylon cua t61. “Co6 phai Heidi khong?”

“Con...” to1 xoa mdt. “Me... me lam gi & day? Con chua bao gio... Y
con la, con quén noi voi ca nha.”

“Chi biét,” Kerry néi. “Nhung hom trudc, ban em, Artemis, c6 ké vai
chj vé ngay hom nay, khi chi goi dién thoai.”

To1 nhin chi ta cham cham, khong cat 161 noi.
To1 s€ giet Artemis. To1 s€ am sat co ta.

“Vay may gio thi dén cudc thi trang phuc?” Kerry noéi, nhdy mat voi
hai cu thiéu nién dang trd mét nhin chi ta. “Chung t61 chua bo 16 cudc thi
chu?”

“Khong c6 cudc thi nao hét,” to1 noi, lac ay da tim lai dugce giong cua
minh.

“That sao?” Trong Kerry v6 cung tht vong.
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T6i khong tin ndi chi ta. Pay 13 1y do chi ta téi day? Pé chién thing
mot cudc thi ngd ngan.

“Chi toi tan ddy chi vi mot cudc thi trang phuc?” T6i khong ngin noi
minh.

“Tat nhién 1a khong!” Kerry nhanh chong lay lai vé khinh miét
thuong thay. “Nev va chi dwa bd me téi Hanwood Manor. N6 ¢ gan day. Vi
thé ca nha médi ghé qua.”

T6i cam thdy khudy khoa mot chut. On Chua. Chiang toi c6 thé
chuyén tro doi chut, sau d6 ho s€ 1én duong.
“Ca nha mang theo dd picnic,” me noi. “Chung ta s& tim mot chd dep

dé 29

“Cé nha co6 thoi gian cho picnic sao?” t01 nd1, cd gang to ra tw nhién.
“Moi nguoi co thé s€ vé mudn vi tac duong day. Trén thuc té, c6 1€ nha
minh nén vé ngay, chi dé dam bao...”

“Ban an dugc dat luc bay gio!” Kerry néi, nhin t61 mot cach la lung.
“Thé dudi cai cay do thi sao?”

T6i nin thinh dimg nhin khi me gifi tim tham picnic bang len, con bd
lap hai cai ghé. T6i khong thé ngdi xudng tham du budi picnic gia dinh khi
Jack dang cho dé yéu toi. Toi phai lam gi d6, that nhanh. Nghi di nao.

“Um, van dé 13,” t6i chot nay ra mét y, “van de 1a, thuc ra con khong
thé ¢ lai dugc. Bon con déu cé viéc phai [am.”

“Pung no1 véi bo 1a ho khong thé cho con nghi nira gi6,” bo noi.

“Emma 1a trung tdm t6 chirc ma!” Kerry noi véi tieng cudi khuc
khich mai mia. “Chang 1€ c4 nha khong thay sao?”
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“Emma!” Cyril tién gan dén cai tham picnic. “Rot cude thi gia dinh
co cling toi! Va déu mic d cai trang! Tt 1lam!” Ong ta twoi cudi rang r&
v6i moi nguoi xung quanh, chiéc mii quan J kéu leng keng trong gid. “Céc
vi nhé mua vé x6 s6...”

“0O, ching t6i s& mua,” me noi. “Va chung to6i dang ban khoan...” Me
mim cudi voi ong ta. “Li€u Emma c6 thé co6 chut thoi gian ranh dé di picnic
v6i chung t61 khong?”

“Chic chan rdi!” Cyril néi. “Coé di lam xong phan viéc & quay
Pimm’s, phai khong Emma? Bay gio ¢6 c¢6 thé nghi.”

“Tuyét [am!” me no1. “Do chang phai tin tot sao, Emma?”

“That tuyét!” Cudi cung t6i cling cO gang cat tiéng vdi nu cuoi guong
ga0.

To1 chang c6 lua chon nao khac. To1 chang c6 cach nao tranh khoi
chuyén nay. Pau gobi cing do, toi tha nguot xuong tham va nhan mot ly
ruQu vang.

“Vay Connor c6 ¢ day khong?”” me noi, d6 dui ga ra mot cai dia.

“Suyt! Pung n6i dén Connor!” bd noi bang giong hai hudc bat chudce
Basil Fawlty.

“Chi tuéng em chuyén dén & cung cdu ay,” Kerry ndi, uong mot
ngum sam banh. “Chuyén ¢ do thé nao?”

“Co ay lam btra sang cho cau ay,” Nev cham biém, va Kerry cuoi
khuc khich.

Tbi cb géng mim cuo1, nhung mat té61 khong tuoi 1én noi. Pa 1a mét
gid mudi phit. Jack dang cho toi. Toi co thé 1am gi day?
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Khi bd chuyén cho to6i mot cai dia, toi thdy Sven di ngang qua.
“Sven,” t6i noi nhanh, “Um, lic trudc anh Harper c6 hoi vé gia dinh to1.
Xem ho c6 toi ddy hay khong. Liéu anh c6 thé néi véi anh 4y 1 ho vira... ho
vira bat ngo xuat hién khong?” T6i tuyét vong nhin anh ta, gwong mat anh

ta thoang to vé da hi€u chuyén.
“T61 s€ nhan lai,” anh ta noi.

Vay day.
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Mueoi bay

To1 ting doc mot bai bao co6 tén “Xoay chuyén moi vi¢c theo y
minh”, v6i ndi dung 12 néu mot ngay khong cé két cuc nhu minh du dinh, ta
nén suy xét lai, 1ap biéu d6 nhitng khac biét gitra Muc tiéu va Két qua, diéu
nay sé& gitip ta hoc dugc tir nhitng sai 1am ctia minh.

Puoc thoi. Hay 1ap biéu do chinh xdc xem ngdy hém nay khac biét
thé nao so voi ké hoach ban dau cia toi.

Muc dich: Trong nhu mét phu nit hap din va sanh diéu trong chiéc
vay xinh dep lam ton 1én nhitng duong cong.

Két qua: Trong nhu vai phu Heidi/Munchkin trong b vay nylon vai
bong kinh tom.

Muc dich: Hen ho bi mat véi Jack.

Két qua: Hen ho bi mat vadi Jack nhung lai khong dén duoc.
Muc dich: Lam tinh tuyét di€u véi Jack & mot noi lang man.
Két qua: An dui ga nudng vai lac trén mot tim tham picnic.
Muc dich chung: Phén pho.

Két qua chung: Hoan toan dau kho.
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Tat ca nhiing gi t6i ¢6 thé 1am 1a nin thinh nhin xudng cai dia, tu nhu
v6i 10ng minh rang budi picnic ndy roi s& két thiic théi. BS va Nev di dua
ca triéu lan vé viéc Pung Nhac Pén Connor. Kerry cho toi xem chiéc dong
hd deo tay méi cua Thuy ST véi gia 4.000 bang va khoe khoang vé viéc
cong ty cua chi ta lai tiép tuc mé rong. Luc nay chi ta lai dang ké 1é chuyén
tuan trude chi ta choi golf v6i giam dbc diéu hanh cua hang Hang khong
Anh, rang 6ng ta cd ging kéo chi ta vé d6 lam viéc.

“Tat ca bon ho déu co gang lam the,” chi ta noi, can mot miéng dui ga
16n. “Nhung chi néi véi ho, néu chi can viéc lam...” Chi ta n61 nho dan.
. 9 . . .

“Anh can gi vay?”

“Chao moi nguoi,” mdt giong noi1 khd khan quen thudc vang 1€n phia
trén dau toi.

RAt tir tir, toi ngang dau 1én, chép mat vi 4nh sang.

Do 1a Jack. Pimg d6 dudi anh mat troi trong bd do cao bdi. Anh mim
cudi v4i toi, mot nu cudi rat khé, gan nhu khong thé nhan thay, va t6i cam

thdy tim minh bay bong. Anh toi dé ctru t6i. L& ra toi phai biét anh s& lam
thé.

“Chao anh!” t61 n61, khong han ngac nhién. “Moi nguoi, day la...”

“Tén to1 1a Jack,” anh nhe nhang cat ngang 161 to1. “T61 1a ban cua
Emma. Emma...” Anh nhin t61, ¢6 ¥ khong biéu 10 tinh cam. “T61 e ¢6 co
2 3
viéc phai lam.”

“O1 troi!” to1 noi, thay nhe ca nguoi. “Khong sao dau, nhitng chuyén
thé nay van xdy ra ma.”

“That dang tiéc!” me noi. “Chang 1& con khong thé ¢ lai udng mot ly
that nhanh? Jack, mo1 anh tham gia cung ching t61, an mot cai dui ga hoac
mot miéng banh.”
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“Chung con phai di,” t61 voi va néi. “Phai khong, Jack?”
“To1 e 1a vay,” anh noi, va chia tay ra kéo to1 day.
“Xin 101 ca nha,” to1 no1.

“Khong c6 gi!” Kerry noi voi tiéng cuoi mia mai quen thude. “Chi
chac em c¢6 viéc gi d6 quan trong lam phai lam, Emma. Trén thuc té, chi
cho rang toan b su kién nay s€ sup d6 néu khong c6 em!”

Jack dung lai. R4t tir tir, anh quay lai.

“Pé t6i doan,” anh ndi vui vé. “Chic han chi la Kerry.”

“Vang!” chi ta t6 vé ngac nhién. “Pung thé!”

“Va me... bb...” Anh nhin k¥ timg guong mat. “Con anh 1a... Nev?”
“Chinh x4c!” Nev néi va cudi nhu nic né.

“Hay lam!” me tuoi cuoi. “Chac Emma da ké voi anh do6i chut vé
chung t61.”

“Q... dung vdy,” Jack ddng tinh, nhin quanh tAm tham picnic 1an nira
v6i mot vé quan tdm ky la trén nét mat. “Moi ngudi biét day, co thé chung
ta c6 chut thoi gian dé cuing nhau udng mot ly.”

Sao? Anh dy noi gi vay?

“Tot qua,” me no1. “Dugc gdp ban be cia Emma lic nao cling rat

'9?

tuyét

T6i hoan toan khong tin ndi khi Jack thoai mai ngdi xudng tAm tham.
L€ ra anh phai ctru t61 thoat khoi chuyén nay. Chir khong phai cung tham
gia. To6i cham chap ngdi xuéng canh anh.
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“Vay anh lam viéc cho cong ty ndy sao, Jack?” bd ndi, rét cho anh
mot ly rugu vang.

“Theo mot cach nao d6,” Jack néi sau mot chut ngap ngimg. “Co thé
noi la... chau tung lam ¢ day.”

“Vay chau dang chuyén viéc sao?”” me lich thi€p hoéi.
“Chéu cho rang c6 thé néi nhu vay.” Anh khé cudi.

“O1 tro1!” me noi day thong cam. “That dang ti€éc. Tuy nhién, bac
chac chau s€ tim duogc viéc gi do thoi.”

Oi Chiia 0i. Me hoan toan khong biét anh 4y 13 ai. Khong ai trong gia
dinh t6i biét Jack 12 ai.

Téi thuc sy khong chic minh sé& thich chuyén nay.

“HOm trudc me gdp Danny Nussbaum ¢ buu di¢n, Emma,” me noi
thém, thai nhanh may 14t ca chua. “N6 hoi tham con.”

T6i o thé liéc thdy mat Jack séng 1én.

“Tro1 al” to1 noi, mé doé lung. “Danny Nussbaum! Lau lam r6i1 con
khong nghi dén cau ta.”

“Danny va Emma tung choi cung nhau.” Mg t61 giai thich vdi Jack
voi nu cudi triu mén. “That 1a mot cau bé dé thuong. Rét thich doc sdch.
Cau ta va Emma hay hoc bai cting nhau trong phong con bé, tat ca cac budi
chiéu.”

T6i khong thé nhin Jack. Khong thé.

“Bac biét ddy... Ben Hur 13 mot bo phim hay,” Jack dot nhién trim
ngam néi. “Mot bd phim rat hay.” Anh mim cudi voi me toi. “Béc c6 nghi
vay khong?”
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To1 s€ gi€t anh.

“0... dang thé!” me noi, hoi bdi réi. “Ping, bac van ludn thich phim
Ben Hur.” Me cét cho Jack mdt 14t banh 16n va cho thém mot 1t ca chua.
“Vay, Jack,” me néi ddy thong cam khi dua cho anh cai dia gidy. “Chau
xoay x0 thé nao vé mit tai chinh?”

“Chéau 6n ma,” Jack tra 101 nghiém tuc.

Me nhin anh trong gidy lat. R6i me luc loi trong gid picnic va 16i ra
mot chiéc banh Sainsbury nira, van con dé trong hop.

“Hay cam lay cai nay,” me noi, nhat dinh an céai banh vao tay anh.
“Va it ca chua nfra. Cling 4o dugc mot thoi gian.”

“Oi khong,” Jack voi néi ngay. “Thuc su, chau khong thé...”
“Bac khong dé chau tir chdi dau. Nhat dinh day!”
“Béc that tot qua.” Jack né nu cuoi am ap voi me.

“Anh c¢6 mudn nhan 16i khuyén mién phi vé nghé nghiép khong,
Jack?” Kerry noi, trong khi dang nhai mot miéng thit ga.

Tim t6i dap mot nhip cing thang. Xin ding, xin ding c¢d ging bat
Jack buéce di kiéu nguoi phu nit thanh dat.

“Chau nén nghe 101 khuyén cua Kerry,” bo t61 néi thém vé ty hao.
“Con bé 12 ngdi sao ctia chung toi! Kerry c6 cong ty riéng day.”
g Ty g ty rieng day.

“That vay sao?” Jack noti lich su.

“Cong ty du lich cua riéng t61,” Kerry noi véi nu cudi tu man. “Bat
dau tir hai ban tay trang. Gid ddy chung t6i c6 bén muoi nhan vién va
doanh thu hon hai triéu. Va anh biét bi mat cua t6i 1a gi khong?”

“Toti... khong biet,” Jack noi.
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Kerry ruén nguodi vé phia trude ro1 nhin anh chdm cham bang déi mat
xanh.

“Golf.”
“Golf!” Jack lap lai.

“Piém chinh yéu cua kinh doanh 1a tao quan h¢,” Kerry néi. “Quan
trong 13 phai co6 quan hé. Cho anh biét, Jack, t6i di gip phan 16n nhiing
doanh nhan hang dau cia nudc nay trén san golf. Co thé lay vi du bat ctr
cong ty ndo. Ly vi du ludn cong ty ndy.” Chi ta khoat tay quanh san. “T6i
biét nguoi dung dau ¢ day. Ngay mai t6i c¢6 thé lién lac véi ong ta néu t6i
muon.”

To1 sling so nhin chi ta, nguoi cirng do vi kinh hoang.
“Nguoi ding dau,” Jack lap lai. “An tuong diy.”

“Cé 1€ Kerry c6 thé noi gitp chau mot cau, Jack!” me chot ndy ra mot
¥ bén kéu 1én. “Con c6 thé 1am nhu vay, phai khong Kerry than yéu?”

T6i mudn phé 1én cuoi dién loan. Néu 1am nhu thé that kinh khing,
cuc ky kinh khung.

“Chéc toi s& phai choi golf ngay,” Jack noi. “Gip nhiing nguoi thich
hop.” Anh nhuéng may véi to1. “Co nghi sao, Emma?”

To1 hau nhu khong biét phai no1 gi. To1 qua xau hd. Toi chi muon
bién mat vao tam tham va khong bao gio xuat hién tré lai.

“Anh Harper?” Mot giong noi cit ngang va t6i thay nhe ca ngudi. Tat
ca chung t6i déu ngang 1én, thay Cyril dang lung ting cui xudng phia Jack.

“Téi rat xin 16i phai cit ngang, thua anh,” éng ta noi, liéc nhin khip
luot nhu thé c¢6 ging tim hiéu xem vi 1y do gi ma Jack Harper lai dang
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picnic véi gia dinh t6i. “Nhung Malcolm St John dang ¢ day va mudén néi
chuyén nhanh v6i1 anh.”

“Tat nhién,” Jack no6i, mim cuoi lich sy véi me t6i. “Chéau xin phép
mot 1at.”

Khi anh can than dé céc 1én dia r61 ding day, ca nha t61 nhin nhau
day boi roi.

“Cho anh ta co hoi thir hai di!” bd t6i nira dia nira that goi Cyril.
“Xin 16i?” Cyril néi, di vai budc vé phia chung toi.

“Anh chang Jack d6,” b0 noi, chi vé phia Jack, luic do6 dang ndi
chuyén v41 mot ngudi mac 4o coc tay mau xanh nudc bién. “Ong s€ nghi
dén chuyén tuyén lai anh ta ch?”

Cyril nghiém khac hét nhin bé toi rdi lai nhin t6i.

“Khoéng c6 gi dau, Cyril!” toi nhe nhang néi. “Bo théi di duoc chia?”
t61 thi thAm. “Anh 4y so hitu cong ty nay.”

“Sao?” Moi nguo1 nhin t6i tran troi.

“Anh ay s¢ hitu cOng ty,” t01 n61, mat nong bung 1€n. “Vi the... dung
c6 dua cot gi vé anh ay nira.”

“Nguoi dan ong mdc b quan 4o anh hé s hitu cong ty nay u?” me
no6i, ngac nhién nhin Cyril.

“Khéng! La Jack! Hay it nhat 1 so hitu mot phan 16n!” Tréng ho vin
vO cung ngo ngac. “Jack 1a mot trong nhiing nguoi sang lap nén cong ty
Panther!” Tbi suyt ddy buc boi. “Anh ay chi cb gang to ra khiém tén.”

“Em mudn noi neudi d6 1a Jack Harper?” Nev hoai nghi.
g p g

“Dung vay!”
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Yén ling simg s6t. Khi nhin quanh, t6i thiy mot miéng dui ga da roi
khoi miéng Kerry.

“Jack Harper - nha tri€u tri€u phu,” bd noi, chi dé chac chan.

“Triéu trieu phu u?” Me nhin quanh boi r61. “Vay... li¢u anh ta c6 con
muon lay chiéc banh nira khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a khong rdi!” bd gat 1én. “Anh ta ldy 1am gi ch(? Anh ta

'3,

c6 thé mua ca tri¢u chiéc banh khon kiép ay
Mat me bat dau nhin quanh tam tham picnic véi doi chit boi roi.

“Nhanh 1é€n!” dot nhi€n me kéu Ién. “Bo banh quy vao mét cai bat. Co
mot chiée trong hop do an...”

“Cu dé vay cting duoc roi1...” to1 tuyét vong 1én ti€ng.
y

“Triéu pha khong an banh quy thang tir vo!” me toi suyt. Me tha banh
quy vao mot chiéc bat nhya va voi va vudt ph:?mg tdm tham. “Brian! C6 vun
banh trén rau kia!”

“Vay lam thé quai nao ma em quen Jack Harper?”” Nev noi.

“Em... em chi biét anh éy,” t61 hot do mat. “Bon em lam cung nhau,
dai khai nhu vay, va anh éy dai loai da tré thanh... mot nguoi ban. Nhung
nghe nay, dimg c6 cu xtr khac di,” toi noi nhanh, khi Jack bat tay ngudi dan
ong mac 4o coc tay, va bt dau tro lai. “Hay cu cu xt nhu lac trudce...”

Oi Chua oi. Tai sao toi lai mat cong no1 dicu do chua? Khi Jack lai
gan, ca gia dinh t61 ngoi thang do, nhin anh cham cham v6i sy yén lang
kinh so.

“Chao!” t61 no1, tr nhién hét mirc co6 the, ré1 voi tron mat nhin ho.
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“Vay... Jack!” b6 ndi voi vé khong ty nhién. “Uodng mdt ly nira nao!
Loai rugu vang nay c6 dugc khong? Baoi vi chung to1 ¢o6 thé ghé qua ctra
hang ruou, kiém loai vang nao dé phu hop hon.”

“Ruou tuyét 1am, cam on bac,” Jack noi, trong cd vé hoi buc minh.

“Jack, bac lay gi khac cho chau an nhé?” me noi, boi roi. “Bac cb ca
ho61 hun khoi ¢ dau d6. Emma, dua dia cia con cho Jack!” me sai t61. “Anh
ay khong the an tu dia gidy duogc.”

“Vay... Jack,” Nev noi bang giong thin mat. “Mot ngudi nhu anh lai
xe gi? Khong, dimg noi voi.” Anh ta gio tay 1én. “Mot chiéc Porsche. Toi
no1 dung khong?”

Jack nhin t61 do héi, va t61 nhin lai day khan cau, c6 gang noi voi anh
rang to1 khong c6 lua chon nao khac, rang to1 rat xin 161, rang v€ co ban to1
chi muon chét...

“Chéc vo boc cua toi di bi lat téy,” anh noi, rdi cudi 1on.
“Jack!” Kerry kéu 1én, lic 6 da 14y lai dugc vé diém tinh. Chi ta cudi
vé lay 10ng va chia tay ra. “Rat vui duoc gip anh mot cach hop thire.”

“Chac han ro61!” Jack noéi. “Mac du... chang phai ching ta vira méi
gap ro1 sao?”

“Nhu nhitng nguoi chuyén nghiép,” Kerry noi troi chay. “Gilra nhitng
chu s& hitu doanh nghiép. Pay 1a danh thiép cta t6i, néu anh c6 bao gid can
gitip d& sap xép di lai, hiy goi cho toi. Hodc néu anh muén gip gd vé mat
x3 hoi... lac nao d6 bén ching ta co thé di choi! Panh bai chang han? Co
duogc khong, Emma?”

To1 ngdy ra nhin chi ta. Kerry va t61 giao thi€ép xa hoi véi nhau tir khi
nao chu?
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“Emma va to61 gan nhu chi em rudt, tat nhién r61,” chi ta ngot ngao noi
thém, vong tay quanh nguoi to1. “To1 chac co ay da no1 voi anh.”

“0O, ¢cb ay co ké so qua,” Jack ndi, vé mit anh khong biéu 1o dicu gi.
Anh can mot miéng thit ga nudng va bat dau nhai.

“Chung t61 16n 1€n cung nhau, ching t61 chia sé moi thir.” Kerry 6m
chat lay t61 va t61 c6 gang mim cudi, nhung mui nude hoa cua chi ta gan
nhu lam t61 chét ngat.

“Piéu d6 chang tuyét sao!” me hai long noi. “Udc gi t6i c6 may anh.”
Jack khong trd 161. Anh chi nhin Kerry that lau, vé do xét.

“Chting t6i than thiét véi nhau dén khéng thé than hon!” Nu cudi cla
Kerry tré nén ninh bg hon. Chi ta 6m chat t61 dén mirc mong tay chi ta bat
dau bam vao thit toi. “Chang phai sao, Ems?”

“0, dung,” cudi cung t6i noi. “Khong thé than hon.”
Jack van nhai thit ga. Anh nudt, rdi nhin 1én.

“Chac chi thay rat kho khan khi quyét dinh tir chdi Emma,” anh than
nhién noi véi Kerry. “Khi hai nguoi gan giii nhau dén vay.”

“Tur choi ¢6 ay?” Kerry cudi gion tan. “To1 khong hiéu anh dang noi

“Cai 1an c6 ay ndp don xin viéc dé lay kinh nghiém trong cong ty chi
va chi tr choi ay,” Jack nd1 nhe nhang, va can mot miéng thit ga nira.

T6i khong ctr dong noi.
D6 12 mot bi mat. Picu d6 18 ra phai duoc giir bi mat.

“Sa0?” bo hoi, gan nhu cudi pha 1én. “Emma ndp don xin viée & chd
Kerry?”
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“Téi... t6i khong hiéu anh dang noi dén chuyén gi!” Kerry noi, mat
hoi do 1én.

“T6i nghi to6i nhd ré chuyén nay,” Jack ndi, van nhai thit ga. “Co ay
dé nghi 1am viéc khong luong... nhung chi van tir chdi.” Anh t6 vé khé hiéu
trong gidy lat. “Quyét dinh thu vi that.”

RAt tlr tir. V& mat ctia bd me toi thay ddi.

“Nhung tat nhién, may man cho cong ty Panther chung t6i,” Jack vui
vé noi thém. “Ching tdi rdr mung vi Emma khong xay dung su nghiép
trong nganh du lich. Vi thé chac toi phai cam on chi, Kerry! Giira chi
doanh nghi¢p véi nhau.” Anh mim cudi nhin chi ta. “Chi da lam diéu tt
cho chlng t61.”

Mat Kerry tim tai.

“Kerry, c6 that vay khong?” me hoi, giong gay gat. “Chau khong gitp
Emma khi n6 dé nghi u?”

“Con chua bao gi¢o ké cho bo me nghe chuyén nay, Emma.” B0 siing
SO.

“Con xau ho, dugc chua?” té1 noi, hoi cao giong.

“Emma hoi xac xugc khi dé nghi chuyén d6,” Nev nodi, can mdt

miéng paté 16n. “Dung quan hé gia dinh. D6 1a diéu em noi, phai khong
Kerry?”

“Xac xuoc?” me lap lai véi vé khong sao tin noi. “Kerry, néu chau
con nhd, chinh ching ta da cho chau vay tién dé khoi nghiép do. Chau dau
thé nao c6 cong ty néu khong c6 gia dinh nay.”

“Khong phai nhu vay,” Kerry noi, ban sang Nev cai nhin buc boi. “Co
hi€éu lam & day!” Chi ta vuot toc, va lai mim cuo1 véi toi. “Ro rang chi rat
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vui dugce giup em gay dung su nghiép, Ems. L€ ra trudc day em nén ndi véi
chi! Chi can goi dén van phong cho chi, chi sé lam bat ctr di€u gi c6 thé...”

T6i trimg trimg nhin lai chi ta. That ghé tom. Toi khong thé tin néi 1a
chi ta lai dang cd gang lan tranh chuyén nay. Chi ta 1a con bo cai trao tro
nhat ma t6i ting thay trén thé gidi nay.

“Khéng ¢ hiéu 1am nao hét, Kerry,” t6i noi, binh tinh hét muc c6 thé.
“Ca hai chiing ta déu biét chinh x4c chuyén gi da xay ra. Em dé nghi chi
gitip nhung chi tir chdi. Puoc thoi, d6 1a cong ty cta chi va quyét dinh cua
chi, chi c6 quyén dua ra quyét dinh d6. Nhung dimng ¢ c¢d noi rang chuyén
do6 khong xay ra, boi vi n6 da xay ra.”

“Emma!” Kerry noi, hoi cudi cot, va co nam tay toi. “Co bé ngdc
nghéch! Chi khong biet! Néu chi biét chuyén dé quan trong...”

Néu chj ta biét chuyén dé quan trong? Sao chi ta c6 thé khong biét
chuyén do6 quan trong?

T6i giat tay ra va trimg mat nhin lai Kerry. Toi ¢6 thé cam thay tat ca
ndi dau don va nhyc nhi xua cii dang dang day trong t6i, trao 1én nhu nudc
néng trong dng, cho t6i khi dot nhién ap sut tré nén khong thé chiu noi.

“Chi biét chi!” T6i nghe tiéng minh gao 1én. “Chi biét chinh xéc chi
dang lam gi! Chi biét t6i tuyét vong dén thé nao! K& tir khi chi budc chan
vao gia dinh nay, chi d3 cd ging d¢ bep t6i. Chi tréu choc toi vé cong viée
rac rudi cia t6i. Chi vénh vac vé ban than minh. Ca cudc doi toi cam thay
minh nho mon va ngdc nghéch. Thé ddy, duoc théi. Chi thing, Kerry! Chi
la ngdi sao con to1 thi khong. Chi thanh cong con to1 that bai. Chi can chi
ding c6 vo 1a ban than cua t61, dugc chir? Boi vi chi khong phai ban t61, va
s€ khong bao gio tr¢ thanh ban t61!”

To1 dung 101 hon hén, nhin quanh tdm tham picnic khi moi nguoi
sting sO khong noi nén 161. Té1 ¢d cam giac kinh khung rang minh cé thé
khoc o0a 1én bat cur luc nao.
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T6i bat gip anh mat cia Jack va anh khé nd nu cudi dong vién toi.
Roi t61 mao hiém liéc sang b me. Ca hai déu té liét, nhu thé ho khong biét
phai lam gi.

Van dé 1a trong gia dinh t61 khong ai c¢6 ki€u bung ndé cam xtc am 1
nhu vay.

Trén thyc té, chinh t6i ciing khong chic tiép theo minh phai lam gi
ntra.

“Vay, um... con di day,” to1 nod1, giong run ray. “Con s€ di. Di thoi,
Jack. Bon con c6 vi¢c phai lam.”

Véi doi chan run riy, t6i x0 gidy cao got va budc di, hoi loang
choang. Chat adrenalin van dang chay khap co thé t6i. Toi bi kich dong qua
mirc, t61 hau nhu khong biét minh dang lam gi.

“That tuyét voi, Emma,” giong Jack vang dén tai toi. “Em that tuyét!
V6 cung... danh gia hau can,” anh noéi thém, to hon binh thudng khi chung
to1 di ngang qua Cyril.

“Cé do1 em chua ting nd1 nhu vay,” toi no1. “Toi1 chua tung... quan ly
hoat dong kinh doanh,” t61 v0i va thém vao, khi chung t61 di qua vai nguoi
ctia Phong K¢ toan.

“Anh cling dodn vay,” anh ay ndi, lac dau. “Chua o1, c¢6 chi ho cua
em... danh gia hi¢u qua thi truong.”

“Chi ta ding la... bang tinh,” t61 n61 nhanh khi chung t61 di ngang qua
Connor. “Vay... to1 s€ danh may cai do6 cho anh, anh Harper.”
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Thé nao d6, chiing ti vao dugc trong nha va 1én cau thang. Jack dan
to1 di doc mot hanh lang dai, 161 ra mdt chiéc chia khoa va mé cia. Va
chung t61 ¢ trong phong. Mgt cdn phong sang mau kem, rong 16n. Vi mat
chiéc giwdong d6i. Cira dong lai, va dot nhién nhimg cing thang trong toi ua
vé. Pay roi. Cudi cung gid phut nay ciing téi. Jack va t6i. O riéng voi nhau
trong mot can phong. C6 mot chiée givong.

ROi t0i nhin thdy minh trong mot chiéc gwong ma vang, va ha hoc
miéng hoang hét. Téi quén mat 14 minh dang mic chiéc vay Bach Tuyét
ngd ngan. Mt t6i do bung va 1am ban, mat thi sung hap, toc thi x6 tung,
day 4o lot thi 10 ra.

T6i khong nghi trong minh lai ra nong ndi nay.

“Emma, anh rat xin 16i vi ban ndy da can thiép.” Jack rau ri nhin toi.
“Anh da hanh dong qué mirc. Anh khong c6 quyén xen vao nhu vay. Anh
chi... c6 chi ho cia em choc tirc anh...”

“Khoéng!” t6i ngat 10i, quay lai nhin anh. Anh 1am diing ma! Em chua
ting n6i véi Kerry diéu em nghi vé chi ta. Chua ting. Piéu d6... diéu do...”
t61 n6i nho dan, thé manh.

Trong giay lat, chung to1 yén ldng. Jack cham cha nhin khuon mat do
bung ctia toi. T6i nhin lai, 10ng nguc toi phap phong, mach mau dap don
dap trong tai. R6i dot nhién anh cai xudng hon toi.

Mo6i anh tdch moi t61, va anh giat manh vai ao Bach Tuyét khoi vai
t61, m& moc ao 16t. Toi long ngong mé khuy 4o so mi cua anh. Miéng anh
cham vao dau nguc toi va toi bat dau thd hon hén vi kich thich khi anh kéo
to1 Xuéng tdm tham dugc mit troi sudi Am.

Oi Chua oi, chuyén nay that nhanh. Anh x¢é toac quén tat ca toi. Ban
tay anh... nhitng ngén tay anh... Toi thd hon hén... Ching t6i voi va dén ndi
t6i hau nhu khong nhd noi nhimng gi dang xay ra. Chuyén nay chang c6 gi
giong véi Connor. Chuyén niy chang cé gi giéng v4i nhitng lan t6i timg...
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Mot phut trude, t61 con ding ¢ clra, mac quan ao day du, con gio day toi
da... anh da...

“Cho da,” to1 co gang noi. “Cho da, Jack. Em phai né1 véi anh di€u
29

nay.
“Gi c0?” Jack nhin t6i v&i d6i mat khao khat. “Chuyén gi vay?”
“Em khong biét bi quyét nao,” toi thi tham.
“Em khong biét gi?” Anh hoi ngira dau lai va nhin t6i.

“Bi quyét! Em chang biét bi quyét nao,” t6i bao chita. “Anh biét diy,
c6 18 anh da timg yéu ca ti siéu mau va van dong vién va ho biét du loai...”
T6i 4p Gng trudc vé mat anh. “Pung dé ¥,” toi ndéi nhanh. “Chuyén do6
khong quan trong. Quén chuyén doé di.”

“Anh lai thiy to mo,” Jack néi. “Em dang nghi dén bi quyét cu thé
nao?”

Tai sao to1 lai m& miéng co chua? Tai sao?

“Em khong nghi dén bi quyét nao ca!” toi nd1, mat nong bung. “Toan
bo van dé 1a theé, em chang c6 bi quyét gi.”

“Anh ciing khong,” Jack néi, giong déu déu. “Anh khong biét bi
quyét ndo.”

T6i dot nhién cam thay muén cuoi khuc khich.
“Puoc thoi.”

“That ma. Khong co léy mot.” Anh dung lai tram ngam, di di mot
ngon tay trén vai toi. “O, duge roi. C6 18 anh ¢6 mot bi quyét.”

“Gi vay?” toi hoi ngay.

“Um...” Anh nhin t6i hoi 14u, roi lac dau. “Khong!”
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“N6i cho em di!” Va gio ddy toi khong thé khong cudi khiic khich.

“Cho em thiy, chtr khong phai néi cho em nghe,” anh 4y thi thim vao
tai to1, va kéo to1 lai sat anh. “Chﬁng 1€ chua ai day em diéu d6 sao?”
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Muwot tam

Toi1 dang yéu.
To61, Emma Corrigan, dang yéu.

Lan dau tién trong doi, to1 yéu tron ven, mdt tram phﬁn tram! To61 da
danh cd dém vd&i1 Jack tai ngéi nha Panther. To61 tinh ddy trong tay anh.
Chung t6i yéu nhau khoang chin muoi 1am 1an va moi chuyén don gian la...
hoan hao. (Va thé nao d6 ma bi quyét dudng nhu chiang hé c6 lién quan.
Picu d6 lam toi thay nhe ca nguoi.)

Nhung khéng chi 1a chuyén lam tinh. Ma 1a moi thtr. Cach anh chuin
bi sdn mot tach tra cho t6i khi tdi tinh ddy. Cach anh bat may tinh xach tay
chi dé t6i tim 14 s6 tir vi trén Internet va gitp t6i chon 14 tot nhat. Anh biét
moi chuyén v van va dang xau ho vé t6i ma toi thuong tim cach che gidu
bat cr nguoi dan 6ng nao cang lau cang tét... viy ma anh van yéu toi.

Thuc ra khong han 1a anh néi yéu t6i. Nhung anh néi diéu gi d6 thim
chi con tuyét hon. Toéi vAn tham sung sudng nhac lai diéu dé trong dau
minh. Ching t6i dang nam dé vao budi sang, ca hai déu nhin 1én tran nha,
thi dot nhién t6i noi, hdu nhu khong du dinh trudce, “Jack, sao anh co thé
nhd vu Kerry tir chdi em chuyén kinh nghiém lam viéc?”

“Gi co?”

“Sao anh c6 thé nho chuyén Kerry tur choi em?” T6i tur tor xoay dau
sang nhin anh. “Va khong chi riéng chuyén d6. Moi di€u em no6i voi anh
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trén chuyén bay d6. Moi chi tiét nho. Vé cong viéc, v€ gia dinh, vé
Connor... moi chuyén. Anh nhé hét. Em khong hiéu tai sao.”

“Em khong hiéu gi co?” Jack nhiu may.

“Em khong hi€u tai sao mot nguoi1 nhu anh lai quan tam dén cudc doi
nhd bé té nhat ngdc nghéch ctia em,” t61 nd1, hai ma nong ran 1én vi xau ho.

Jack yén lang nhin t61 gidy lat.

“Emma, cudc doi em khong ngdc nghéch va té nhat.”
“Co day!”

“Khong dau!”

“Tat nhién 1a c6! Em chua timg lam diéu gi 1y tha, em chua timg lam
diéu gi thong minh, em khong c6 cong ty cia riéng minh, hay sang tao ra
bat ct thir gi...”

“Em muon biét tai sao anh nhé moi bi mat ciia em u?” Jack ngat 101.

“Emma, ngay gidy phit em bat dau néi trén chuyén bay d6 - anh da bi hit

29

hon.
To61 cham chdam nhin anh sting sot.

“Anh bi hit hdn?” t6i nhéc lai, dé biét chic ré“mg minh nghe ding. “Vi
em?”

“Anh bi htit hon,” anh nhe nhang nhéc lai, va nghiéng sang hon toi.
Hut hon!
Jack Harper bi t6i hat hon! T6i!

Va van dé 13, néu toi khong noi chuyén véi anh trén chuyén bay do -
va néu t6i khong budt ra tit ca nhitng diéu d6 - thi chuyén nay s& khong bao
gio xay ra. Ching toi s& khong bao gio tim thiy nhau. P6 1a dinh ménh.
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Dinh ménh dua t61 1é€n chuyén bay d6. Pinh ménh cho t61 dugc nang hang.
Pinh ménh khién toi phun ra nhirng bi mat cia minh.

Khi vé dén nha, toi cam thay lang lang trén chin ting may. Mot chiéc
bong dén duoc bat 1én trong toi. Pot nhién toi biét y nghia cia cude sdng 1a
gi. Jemima d4 nham. Pan 6ng va phu nit khong phai 1a ké thu. Pan 6ng va
phu nir 13 nhitng ngudi ban tdm giao. Va néu ho thanh that v6i nhau, ngay
tir ddu, ho déu s& nhan ra diéu d6. Tat ca nhitng chuyén gidu giém bi mat va
gilt khoang céach chi 1a chuyén rac rudi. Moi nguoi nén ngay lap tuc chia sé
bi mat véi nhau!

T6i hao hting dén ndi da nghi dén chuyén viét mot cudn sach vé cac
moi quan hé. N6 s& c6 tén 1a “Pung s¢ chia sé bi mat”, va né sé cho thay
rang dan 6ng va phu nit nén thanh that véi nhau, nhu thé ho sé giao tiép tot
hon, hiéu nhau hon, va khong bao gio phai gia bo diéu gi, khong bao gio.
Piéu d6 ciing dung trong cac gia dinh. Ca chinh trj nita! C6 1& néu cac nha
lanh dao thé giéi déu cho nhau biét vai bi mat c4 nhan, khi d6 s& khong con
chién tranh nita! Téi nghi minh thyc su niam bat duoc diéu gi do.

T61 bay 1én nhitng bac thang va mé cura céan hd.

“Lissy!” to1 goi. “Lissy, t& dang yéu!”

Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i, va t6i cam thay nhéi 1én that vong. T6i mudn
c6 ai d6 dé nodi chuyén. T6i mudn cé ai d6 dé noi vé 1y thuyét méi vé cude
song va...

T6i lai nghe thiy tiéng thinh thich tir phong ¢ ay, va toi dimg that

yén ling ngoai hanh lang, siing so. Oi Chua oi. Tiéng thinh thich bi an.
Thém mot tiéng nira. ROi hai tiéng nira. Cai quai gi...

Va 16i toi nhin thdy nd, qua canh cira phong khach. Trén san, bén
canh sofa. Mot céi cdp tai liéu. Mt cai cap tai licu bﬁng da den. b6 1a anh
ta. P6 1a Jean-Paul. Anh ta dang & d6. Ngay gidy phut nay! Toi tién vai
budc vé phia trudc va nhin cham cham vao ctra phong cb 4y, to mo.
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Ho dang lam gi ch?

T6i khong tin vao cau chuyén cta ¢6 dy rang ho 1am tinh. Nhung d6
c6 thé 1a céi gi khac chu? Lidu c6 thé 1a gi...

Puoc roi... Ding lai. D6 khong phai viée cua t6i. Néu Lissy khong
mudn cho toi biét co ay dang lam gi, co ay co thé khong can néi véi toi.
Cam thiy minh thyc 13 ngudi 10n, toi bude vao bép nhic 4m dun nude dé
pha ca phé.

Sau do t61 lai bo am xudng. Tgi sao c6 ay khong muodn noi1 voi toi?
Tai sao c6 ay lai gitr bi mat véi t61? Chung t61 1a ban than! Chinh ¢6 dy noi
chung t61 khong nén c6 bi mat co ma.

T6i khong thé chiu dyng noi chuyén nay. To mo 1am t6i but rit. That
khong thé chiu dung noi. Va day c6 thé 1a co hoi duy nhat dé toi tim ra su
that. Nhung bang cach nao? T6i khong thé cit bude vao d6. Phai khong?

Pot nhién, mot ¥ nghi nhoé xuat hién. Ct cho 13 t6i chura nhin thay
chiéc cap tai liéu kia di? Cu cho 1a t61 vira budc vao can ho moét cach bo
ngo di, nhu toi thuong van 1am, rdi tinh co bude thang t6i cira phong Lissy
va tinh c& mé no6 ra? Khong ai c¢6 thé trach t6i duge, phai khong? Do chi la
mot so' suit nho thoi ma.

To1 budce ra khdi bép, cham chu lang nghe gidy lat, ro1 voi nhon chan
trd lai ctra trude.

Bat dau lai nao. Trudc tién td1 budc vao can ho.

“Chao Lissy!” Téi chao hoi guong gao, nhu thé c6 mot cai may quay
dang hudng vao t6i. “Troi a! Khong hiéu c6 y ¢ dau nhi. C6 18 minh sé...
Um.... thir xem ¢6 4y c6 trong phong khong!”

T6i bude doc hanh lang, c6 gang sai budc that tu nhién, t6i cira phong
o Ay va g cira that nhe.
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Khong c6 phan tmg gi tir bén trong. Tiéng thinh thich da lang di. To6i
nhin siing vao mit gd tro tryi, dot nhién cam théy so hai.

Minh thuc su s€ lam vay u?
Phai, minh s& lam. Minh budc phai biét chuyén nay.
T6i chop ldy tay nam cira, md ra - va hét 1én hoang hot.

Hinh anh that stimg s6t, va toi khong hiéu noi. Lissy khoa than. Ca hai
déu khoa than. Co ay va anh chang kia quan vao nhau theo tu thé la lung
nhit t6i timg... hai chin co 4y gio 1én cao, chan anh chang kia cuén quanh
chan co éy, mit ca hai déu do ruc va thé hon hén.

“T¢ xin 16i!” t6i lap bap. “Chua oi, t& xin 1i!”
b

“Emma, chd da!” Toi nghe tiéng Lissy la 1én khi toi hap tap di vé
phong minh, dong sip cira va tha ngudi xudng giudng.

Tim t6i dap thinh thich. Toi cam thdy non nao. Ca doi toi chua ting
stmg sot dén thé. L& ra t6i khong bao giod nén md canh ctra d6. L& ra toi
khong bao gio nén mé céanh ctra do.

Co éy da no6i sy that! Ho c6 lam tinh! Nhung y t61 1a, kiéu tinh duc ky
quai, méo mé nao vay? Khon kiép, t6i chua timg nhan ra. Toi chua bao
gio...

To61 cam théy mot ban tay trén vai minh, va lai hét 1én.

“Emma, binh tinh lai di!” Lissy noi. “T¢ day! Jean-Paul da di ro1.”
To1 khong thé nhin 1€n. To61 khong thé nhin vao mat co ay.

“Lissy, t& xin 18i,” t6i lip bap, nhin ra cira. “T& xin 16i! T& khong
dinh lam thé. L€ ra t& khong bao gio nén... cudc song tinh duc cua cau la
viéc cua cau.”
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“Emma, bon t& ¢6 quan hé tinh duc dau, do ngéc!”

“Co ma! Té da nhin thay cau! Hai ngudi dau c6 mic quan 40.”
“Bon t& mac quﬁn 40 ma. Emma, nhin t¢ nay!”

“Khong!” toi hoang hot noi. “Té khong mudn nhin cau!”
“Nhin t¢ nay!”

T6i bon chon ngang dau 1én, va tir tir dua mat nhin Lissy lac d6 dang
dimg trudc mat toi.

O. O... dung roi. C6 ay mac mdt bd quan 4o bo sat mau da.

“Thé cac cau dang lam gi néu khong phai lam tinh?” t61 noi, gan nhu
két to1. “Va tai sao cau lai mac thuor do?”

“Bon té nhay,” Lissy noi, trong c¢é vé xau ho.
“Sa0?” Toi bdi rdi nhin cb y.

“Bon té nhay, dugc chir? D6 1a diéu bon té lam!”
“Nhay? Nhung... tai sao cau lai nhay?”

Chuyén nay that khé hiéu. Lissy va mot anh chang nguoi Phap tén 1a
Jean-Paul nhay trong phong ngu cta cb 4y? To6i cam thdy nhu minh vira ha
canh trong mot gidc mo ky la nao do.

“T¢ tham gia mot hdi,” Lissy no1 sau thoang ngap ngung.
“QOi Chua oi. Khong phai mot nhom ton gigo...”

“Khong, khong phai nhom ton gido. Chi 13...” Co ay can moi. “Chi la
mét s luat sw nhém lai v6i nhau hinh thanh mét nhém nhay.”

Mot nhdém nhay?
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Trong vai gidy t6i hau nhu khong cat tiéng noi. Gio day khi con siing
sO da tan bién dén, t6i c6 cam giac kinh khung 13 minh c6 thé sap pha lén
CuOl.

“Cau da gia nhap mdt nhom... cac luat su khiéu vii.”
“Ding.” Lissy gat dau.

Hinh anh mo§t nhom cac luat su bé v¢ dang khi€u vii, dau thi doi toc
gia, hién ra trong dau t61 va vi khong thé nhin duoc, to61 pha 1én cuoi.

“Cau thay day!” Lissy kéu 1én. “D¢ 1a 1y do té khong néi vai cau. Té
biet cau s€ cud1 ma!”

“T¢ xin 161! t6i noi. “Té xin 16i! TG s& khong cudi. Té nghi chuyén
do that tuyét!” Va mot tiéng cuoi khuc khich khong kiém ché néi lai oa ra.
“Chi la... t& khong biét nira. Thé nao d6 ma y tudng vé cac luat su khiéu

29

Vu...

“Khong phai tat ca bon t& déu la luat su,” c¢6 ay bi¢n hg. “Co mot vai
ong chu nha bang nira, va mot tham phan... Emma, dturng c6 cuoi nira!”

“T¢ xin 161,” t6i khong sao ngin dugc minh thoi cudi. “Lissy, t&
khong cudi cau dau, thuc ddy.” Toi hit that sdu va ¢ gang mot cach tuyét
vong dé mim moi lai. Nhung tit ca nhiing gi t6i thay 1a mot ong cha nha
bang mic vay xoe, tay xach cip da, mia bai Ho Thién nga. Mot tham phan
luét ngang san khau, 40 choang tung bay.

“Chang c6 gi budn cuoi ca!” Lissy noi. “Chi 1a vai ngudi ciing nganh
c¢6 cung khuynh hudng mudn thé hién minh qua diéu muaa. Thé thi co gi sai
chu?”

“T& xin 16i,” t6i lai noi, lau mat va c6 ging kiém ché. “Chang c6 gi
sai ca. Té nghi diéu do rat tuyét. Vay... cac cdu s& c6 mot budi dién hay gi
de?”
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“Con ba tuan nira. P06 1a 1y do bon t& phai tap luyén thém.”

“Ba tuan?” To6i nhin c6 ay dam dam, nu cuoi tan bién. “Cau khong
dinh noé1 vo1 té sao?”

“T¢... t& van chua quyét dinh,” c6 ay noi, di di chiéc giay mia trén
san. “T¢ van xau ho.”

“DPung cd xau ho!” to1 hoang hot ndi. “Lissy, t& xin 161 vi da cuoi. Té

nghi chuyén nay that tuyét. To sé toi xem cdu nhay. T s& ngdi & ngay hang

29

dau...
“DPung ¢6 ngodi ¢ hang dau. Cau s€ lam t& boi ro1.”
“Vay t¢ s€ ngo1 ¢ gitra. Hodc ¢ dudi cung. Bat ctr cho nao cau muon.”

T6i to mo nhin ¢b ay. “Lissy, t& chua timg dugc nghe chuyén cau biét nhay

29

day.

“0, t6 ¢6 biét nhay dau,” c6 4y ndi ngay. “TG nhay té 1am. Chi 1a vui
vé mot chuat théi. Cau mudn udng ca phé khong?”

Khi t6i theo Lissy vao bép, ¢6 4y nhudng may nhin toi. “Cau dam két
t0i t& vé chuyén tinh duc. Vay dém qua cau ¢ dau?”

“O cung Jack,” t6i thira nhian v4i nu cudi mo mang. “Lam tinh. Ca

“T¢ biét ma!”
“O1 Chtia o1, Lissy. TG yé€u anh ay.”
“Yeu?” Co ay go nhe vao am nuoc. “Emma, cau chac chu? Cau chi

moi biét anh 2y c6 nam phut.”
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“Chuyén do khong quan trong! Bon t& da tréd thanh ban tdm giao.
Khéng can phai vo vit v6i anh 4y ... hay c¢b ging 1a mot ngudi nao d6 khong
phai 1a chinh té... con tinh duc thi tuyét voi... Anh ay 12 moi diéu t& chua
ting c6 voi Connor. Moi diéu. Va anh iy quan tdm dén té. Cau biét diy,
anh ay hoi t6 du moi tht, va anh dy duong nhu thyc sy quan tdm dén ciu
tra 101.”

T6i dang rong canh tay véi nu cuoi hanh phiic va tha nguoi xubng
mot cai ghé. “Cau biét day, Lissy, ca cudc doi td, t& van ludn cd cam giac
rang diéu gi d6 tuyét diéu sap xay dén véi té. Té van ludn... biét diéu do,
sau tham bén trong. Va no 1a day.”

“Vay bay gi anh ay & dau?” Lissy néi, d6 ca phé vao may pha.

“Anh 4y sé& phai di vang mot thoi gian. Anh 4y can tip trung suy nghi
vé mot ¥ tuéng méi véi mot nhom sang tao.”

“Gi co?”

“T& khong biét. Anh 4y khong noi. Viéc d6 s& rat cing thang va co 18
anh 4y con khong thé goi dién cho té. Nhung anh 4y s& email cho t& hang
ngay,” to1 sung sudng noi thém.

“Banh quy nhé?” Lissy no1 va m¢ hop.

“Q, o... duogc. Cam on cau.” Toi lay mot chiéc banh quy va tram tu
nhim nhap. “Cau biét day, t& c6 ca mot 1y thuyét hoan toan méi vé cac moi
quan hé. Rat don gian. Moi ngudi trén thé gidi nén trung thyc hon véi nhau.
Moi nguoi nén chia s¢! Pan ong va dan ba nén chia s¢, cac gia dinh nén
chia sé, cac nha lanh dao thé €161 nén chia sé!”

“Hum!” Lissy yén ldng nhin t61 mot l1at. “Emma, Jack c6 bao gio noi
v6i cau 1y do anh 4y phai voi va bo di gitta dém hom d6 khong?”

“Khong,” to1 ngac nhién no1. “Nhung do la viéc cua anh ay.”
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“Anh ay c6 bao gio ké voi cau vé may cudc dién thoai goi dén trong
cudc hen dau tién cua hai ngudi khong?”

“Um... khong.”

“Anh 4y c6 ké cho cdu bt ctr diéu gi vé ban than minh ngoai nhiing
diéu t6i thiéu nhat khong?”

“Anh ay ké vdi1 td rat nhi€u!” t61 no1 voi veé tu ve. “Lissy, cau sao

vay?”

“T¢ chang sao cd,” ¢6 ay nhe nhang. “T& chi ban khoan... li€u c6 phai
cau la nguoi duy nhat trai long ra khong?”

“Sao?”

“Anh ay c6 chia sé ban than minh véi cau khong?” Co ay rét nudc
nong vao ca phé. “Hay chi c6 cau chia s¢ ban than minh vé1 anh ay?”

“Bon t& chia sé vdi nhau,” t61 no1, nhin di ché khac va nghich mot
miéng nam cham dan ¢ tu lanh.

Do 1a su thuc, to1 tr nhu chac chan. Jack da chia sé nhiéu diéu véi to1!
Y t61 la, anh ay da ke cho to...

Anh ay da ké hét cho toi...

Um, du sao. C6 1& anh ay chua co tim trang dé ké thoi. o dau co
phai 13 toi 161?

“Uodng ca phé di,” Lissy noi, dua cho t61 mot coc.
“Céam on,” to1 no1, hoi mién cudng, va Lissy tho dai.

“Emma, t& khong dinh 1am cdu mat vui. That ra anh ay co vé rat dé
thuong...”
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“Pung thé ma! Lissy, ciu khong biét anh ay thé nao dau. Anh Ay rat
lang man. C4u c6 biét sang nay anh Ay noi gi khéng? Anh ay néi ngay gidy
phut t& bat dau néi trén chuyén bay do6, anh dy da bi hit hon.”

“That sao?” Lissy nhin to1 chdm cham. “Anh ay nd1 di€u d6? That vo
cung lang man.”

“T¢ da no1 voi cau 161 ma!” Toi1 khong thé khong cudi rang r& voi ¢o
"7

ay. “Lissy, anh ay that hoan hao
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Muweoi chin

Trong vai tudn sau do, khong gi c6 thé choc thung cam giac lang lang
hanh phuc cta t6i. Khong gi ca. Toi nhe luét vao chd 1am trén mot dam
may, ngdi ca ngdy mim cudi voi man hinh may tinh, sau d6 lai lang lang
lu6t vé nha. Nhitng nhan xét mia mai ctia Paul nay khoi ngudi téi nhu bong
bong. Toi tham chi con khong dé v khi Artemis gidi thiéu véi mot nhom
quang cdo toi thim rang t6i 1a thu ky riéng cta co ta. Tat ca bon ho co thé
néi gi tuy thich. Boi ho dau biét t6i mim cudi véi may tinh 1a boi Jack lai
vira gri cho t01 mot email khoi hai. Ho dau biét ong chu cua tat ca bon ho
lai yéu t61. 76i. Emma Corrigan. Nhan vién méi.

“Unm, tat nhién, t6i di c6 vai cudc chuyén trd sdu sic véi Jack Harper
vé chu dé nay,” toi c6 thé nghe thay tiéng Artemis noi vao dién thoai khi toi
don dep ngan ti. “Pung. Va anh iy cam thay - cling nhu toi rang chung ta
the su can dén y tuong do lan nira.”

Nham nhi! Co ta chua tirng ¢6 cudc chuyén tro sau sic nao véi Jack
Harper. Toi gan nhu bi cam dd boi ¥ tuong email ngay cho anh dé ké cho
anh biét co ta dang sir dung tén anh mot cach tuyét vong dén thé nao. Chi co
dieu lam thé thi hoi nho nhen.

Véi lai ngoai ra, c6 ta khong phai 1a ngudi duy nhat. Moi ngudi déu
nhac dén Jack Harper trong khi noi chuyén. Kiéu nhu khi anh khong c6 &
day, tat ca bon ho dot nhién déu v& nhu minh 1a ban than nhét cta anh, va
rang anh nghi ¥ tudng cua ho 1a hoan hao.

Trur to1. To1 chi cui dau va khong hé nhac dén tén anh.
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Mot phan boi vi toi biét rang néu lam thé, mat t6i s& do bung ngay,
hodic s& né mot nu cudi ngoac miéng ngu ngde, hodc gi d6. Mot phan nira 1a
vi t0i ¢6 cam giac kinh khung rang mot khi bat dau néi vé Jack, toi s&
khong thé ngimg lai duwoc. Nhung phan 16n 13 bsi vi khong ai dé cap dén
chu dé do voi toi. R6t cudc thi toi biét gi vé Jack Harper chir? Téi chi 1a mot
dura tro 1y v6 van thoi ma.

“Nay!” Nick noi, ngang 1én khoéi dién thoai. “Jack Harper s€ xuat hién
trén ti vi!”

“Sao co?”

T6i cam thiy choang vang vi kinh ngac. Jack s& xuat hién trén ti vi?
Sao anh khong néi véi to1 nhi?

“Co mot nhom truyén hinh té1 van phong a?” Artemis noi, vuot lai
toc.

“Khéng biét.”

“Pugc rdi, moi nguoi,” Paul noi khi budc ra tor van phong. “Jack
Harper d3 c6 mot cudc phong van trén kénh Quan sdt Kinh doanh. N6 s&
dugc chiéu luc muoi hai gio. Mot chiée ti vi da duoc lap ¢ phong hop 16n;
bat ctr ai mubn déu c6 thé t6i d6 xem. Nhung chung ta cdn mot ngudi ¢ lai

2
A

truc dién thoai.” Anh nhin cta ong ta huong dén t6i. “Emma. C6 c6 thé &

Y

lai.
“Sao co?” To1 ngo ngac.
“Co c6 thé ¢ lai true dién thoai,” Paul néi. “DPuoc chu?”

“Khong! Y t6i 1a... toi mudn xem!” t6i dau kho noi. “Chang 18 khong
thé dé a1 khac ¢ lai? Artemis, ¢6 ¢ lai c6 dugc khong?”
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“To1 s€ khong ¢ lai!” Artemis noi ngay. “Troi, Emma, dirng co6 ich ky
qua nhu vay. Buo6i phong van s€ chang c6 gi thi vi d61 voi ¢6 dau.”

“Co day.”
“Khong dau.” Co6 ta dao mat.
“Co ma,” to1 tuyét vong. “Anh ay... anh ay cling 1a s€p cua to1!”

“Dung the,” Artemis mia mai, “nhung t61 nghi c6 1€ c6 chut khac biét
nhd. C6 hau nhu chua no61 chuyén voi Jack Harper.”

“To1 da ting!” To1 budt miéng trude khi kip ngan minh. “T61 da noi!
To61...” To1 sting lai, hai mé dé ung. “T6i... tung té1 mot cudc hop cua anh

r

ay...

29

“Va phuc vu mot tach tra?” Artemis bét gap anh mét ctia Nick va cudi
tu man.

To1 tirc gian nhin ¢6 ta, mach mau ¢ tai dap thinh thich, mong uéc du
chi mot 1an théi minh c6 thé nghi ra cau gi d6 diy khinh miét va thong minh
dé ha nhuc o ta.

“Du ro1, Artemis,” Paul n6i. “Emma, ¢6 ¢ lai day. Thé nhe.”

Luc mudi hai gio kém nam, vin phong di tréng hoac. Ngoai trir toi,
maot con rudi va mot cai may fax kéu vo vo. Toi chan chudng luc tim trong
ngan kéo, 161 ra mot thanh s6 ¢6 la Aero. Va mdt thanh keo Flake. Toi vira
boc thanh Aero va cdn mot miéng 16n thi dién thoai reo.

“DPugc ro1,” giong Lissy ¢ dau day bén kia. “T¢ da chuan bi san
video.”
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“Cam on, Liss,” to1 no1, miéng day so c6 la. “Cau 1a mot ngdi sao.”
“T¢ khong tin ndi la cau lai khong duoc di xem.”

“Té biet. That bat cong.” To1 ngd1 thut xudng sau hon trong ghé va
: g
can mot miéng Aero nira.

“Du sao, cau dung lo, t01 nay bon minh s€ xem lai. Jemima ciing s&
ghi hinh lai trong phong c6 ay, vi thé chac chan khong c6 chuyén gi dau

A

ma.
“Jemima lam gi & nha chu?” T61 ngac nhién.

“Co6 4y xin nghi om dé dudng da tai nha. O, bo ciu ciling goi dién
day,” c6 than trong no6i thém.

“Vay a?” Tdi cam thay mot thoang e so. “Bb t& di noi gi?”
y y g g

T6i chua ndi chuyén voi bd me ké tir vu bung nd cam xtic vao Ngay
Gia dinh Cong ty. Pon gian 1a t6i khong thé. Chuyén d6 qua dau don va
dang xau ho, va theo nhing gi t6i biét, ho hoan toan ding vé phia Kerry.

Vi thé khi bd t6i goi téi day vao hom thir Hai sau do, t6i noi toi rat
ban va s& goi lai cho bd - nhung t6i khong hé goi lai. O nha ciing vay.

T6i biét lac nao d6 toi phai ndi chuyén voi bé me. Nhung khong phai
bay gio. Khong phai khi t61 dang v6 cung hanh phuc.

“B cau xem doan gidi thiéu budi phong van,” Lissy noi. “Bb cau

nhan ra Jack va khong biét lieu cau co bieét khong. Va bo cau noi...” Co
ngdp ngung. “Ong ay thuc sy mudn nodi chuyén véi cau.”

“0.” Toi nhin cham cham vao tip giay ghi chép, noi t6i d3 nguéch
ngoac mot hinh xoan 6c khong 16 trén mdt so6 di¢n thoai ma I€ ra té1 phai
gifr.
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“Du sao thi bf) me cau s€ xem ChlI'O’Il trinh dé ” LiSS Ilél “Ca on
v 4 b
Célu Ilﬁ’a.”

Tuyét. Tuyét that. Ca thé gidi sé xem Jack trén ti vi. Ca thé gidi chi
trir toi.

bat dién thoai xué)ng, to1 di léy mot tach ca phé tur chiéc may pha ca
phé méi. Cai may nay dung 13 pha ca phé sita rat ngon. Toi trd lai ban va
nhin quanh van phong yén tinh, r6i di tudi nudc cam vao cai cdy nhén cia
Artemis. Thém ca chit muc may photocopy.

Sau d6 to6i cam thay minh hoi nho nhen. Rot cudc thi cai cdy toi
nghiép 4y ¢6 15i gi co chi.

“Xin 101,” to1 ndi to, va sO vao mot cai 1a. “Chi vi chu cia may 1a mot
con bo cai chinh hi¢u. Nhung c6 1€ may cling biét dieu do.”

“No1 chuyén véi ngudi dan 6ng bi an?” mot giong ndéi mia mai vang
lén tir phia sau, t61 sung sot quay lai thi thay Connor dang dirng & ngudng
cua.

“Connor!” to1 no1. “Anh lam gi & day?”

“Anh dang td1 xem budi phong van. Nhung anh chi muon néi chuyén
that nhanh v&1 em.” Anh budce thém vai budce vao van phong, va gan 1én toi
cai nhin day két to1. “Vay la em da no1 doi anh.”

Oi, khén that. Chang 1& Connor da doan ra? Phai ching anh di nhin
thdy diéu gi d6 vao Ngay Gia dinh Cong ty?

“Y anh 1a sa0?” toi dé dit hoi.

“Anh di néi chuyén véi Tristan & Phong Thiét ké.” Giong Connor
day ttc toi. “Anh ta dong tinh! Em khéng di choi v6i anh ta ddy cha?”
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Co 1€ nao anh dang nghiém tac? Khong phai Connor thyc bung nghi
t6i di choi voi Tristan & Phong Thiét ké ddy chu? Y t6i 13, trong Tristan
cling khong thé dong tinh hon néu anh ta mic quan chén da bao va deo tai
xach, vira di khip noi vira ngdm nga miy bai hat ndi tiéng cua Barbra
Streisand.

“Khong,” t01 no1, cd gang gilt vé nghiém nghi. “Em khong di chot voi
Tristan.”

“Thé déy!” Connor noi, gat dau nhu thé anh vira ghi dugc mdt tram
diém va khong biét phai lam gi vdi s6 diém d6. “Anh khong thay c6 1y do gi
ma em lai phai no6i dbi anh.” Anh vénh cam 1én véi vé ton thuong nghiém
trong. “Chi c6 vay thoi. Anh chi nghi ta nén thanh thyc hon véi nhau.”

“Connor, chi 1a... chuyén nay kha phuc tap, dugc cht?”
“DPugc thoéi. Sao cling dugce. Po 1a con tau ciia em, Emma.”
Mot thoang yén lang.

“Cai gi ctia em?” Tbi bdi rdi. “Con tau?”

“San cia em,” anh ay no1 vo1 mot chat buc boi. “Y anh la... qua bong
dang ¢ phia san cua em.”

“0, dung,” toi noi, van khong hiéu ra chut nao. “O... vAng. Em s& nho
diéu do.”
“Tot.” Anh trao cho t61 cai nhin cua ké bi doa day ton thuong nhat, va

bit dau budc di.

“Cho da!” to1 dot ngot noi. “Cho chat! Connor, anh cé thé gilp em
viéc ndy dugce khong?” Toi cho t6i khi anh quay lai, roi lam vé mat ninh bo.
“Liéu anh c6 thé & day truc dién thoai hd em trong khi em di xem budi
phong van cta Jack Harper that nhanh dugc khong?”
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To61 biét hién gio Connor khong phai 1a ngudi haAm md s6 mdt cua toi.
Nhung t61 dau co6 nhiéu lya chon.

“Anh co thé 1am gi co?” Connor stng sot nhin toi.

“Li€u anh c6 thé truc dién thoai hd em? Chi mot tiéng thoi. Em s€ vo
cung biét on...”

“Anh khong tin n6i 1 em lai di nk¢ anh lam chuyén d6!” Connor néi
vé hoai nghi. “Em biét Jack Harper quan trong thé ndo v6i anh ma! Emma,
anh thyc sy khong biét em da bién thanh nguoi thé nao nita.”

Sau khi anh bo di, toi ngdi lai d6 hai muoi phat. T6i nhan vai 16i nhan
cho Paul, mdt cho Nick va mot cho Caroline. Téi luu vai buc thu. Dé dia
chi 1én vai cai phong bi. Rbi dot nhién t6i thiy thé 1a qua di.

Chuyén nay that ngé ngan. Con hon ca ngé ngan. That ky cuc. Toi
yéu Jack. Anh ay yéu t6i. Toi nén & d6, ing ho anh ay. Toi cam tach ca phé
va v0i va di doc hanh lang. Phong hop dong nghet, nhung to1 len vao phia
dang sau, va dung chen chuc giita hai ngudi tham chi con khong xem Jack
ma dang thao luan vé mot tran bong da.

“Co lam gi ¢ day?” Artemis noi, khi t61 t61 dung canh co ta. “DPién

thoai thi sao?”

oy NN VA e JE A
“Chi dong thué khi duoc dai dle_:n[ ],” to1 nghe thay minh diém tinh
dap lai, c6 18 con khong chinh xac (t6i tham chi khong chic cau dé nghia 1a
gi), nhung nd mang lai tic dung mong muén 14 1am c6 ta im mom.

To1 nghén c6 dé co thé nhin qua vai moi ngudi, hai mat ddn vao man
hinh - va anh ay kia. Ngo1 trén ghé trong mdgt truong quay, mac quan jean
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va 40 so mi trang. Phong san khau mau xanh sang v&i dong chir “Cam hung
kinh doanh” & sau lung, va hai nguoi phong van trong c6 vé thong minh
ngo1 doi dign.

Anh 4y ddy. Nguoi dan 6ng toi yéu.

Pay 14 1an dau tién toi nhin thay anh ké tir khi chung t6i yéu nhau, toi
chot nhan ra diéu d6. Nhung guwong mit anh van 4m 4p nhu moi khi, va mat
anh 4y trong that sim va sang lap lanh dudi anh dén trudng quay.

Oi Chua oi, t6i mudn hon anh.

Néu khong co ai khac & day, toi s& téi sat chiée ti vi va hon vao man
hinh. Chic chin t6i s& 1am nhu vay.

“Ho hoi gi anh 4y thé?” t6i thi tham v&i Artemis.

“Ho nodi chuyén vé cach anh ay lam vi¢c. Nhitng cam himmg ctia anh
ay, quan hé cong tac voi Pete Laidler, nhitng chuyén nhu vay.”

“Suyt!” a1 do khac noi.

“Tat nhién khi Pete Laidler mat, moi chuyén that kho khan,” Jack
dang noi. “Chuyén d6 khé khin cho tit ca chung t6i. Nhung gan day...”
Anh ngimg lai. “Gan day cudc séng ciia toi dd xoay chuyén va toi di lai tim
dugc cam hing. To61 lai co thé tan huong cudce séng.”

Céam gidc nao ntrc ron rang chay khap co thé toi.

Chéc han anh iy dang noi dén toi. Chic chan la thé. Toi da xoay
chuyén cudc sdng cua anh! Oi Chua oi. Piéu d6 tham chi con lang man hon
14 “Anh bj em hiit hon”.

“Cong ty anh dd md rong sang thi truong do udng thé thao,” giong
nam phong van. “Tdi tin gio cac anh dang dinh nhim t&i thi truong danh
cho phai nit.”
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“Sao co?”

C6 tiéng xi xdo lan quanh phong, va moi nguoi bat ddu quay ngang
quay ngua.

“Chung ta s€ moé rong sang thi truong nir u?”

“Keé tir khi nao vay?”

“Thuc ra thi to1 biét day,” Artemis dang n6i vé ty man. “Kha nhiéu
nguoi da dugce bict dén du an nay trong mot thoi gian roi...”

To1 ddm ddm nhin lén man hinh, ngay 1ap tic nhé ra nhitng nguoi
trong phong lam viéc ctia Jack. Cai budng trimg do, ra 13 thé. Troi, diéu nay
that tha vi. Mot dy 4n méi ddy mao hiém!

“Anh c6 thé cho chung toi biét thém chi tiét vé du an d6 khong?” van
giong nam phong van. “Liéu ddy c6 phai 1a thi trudng dd udng danh cho
phai nit?”

“Hi¢én dy 4n mo1 ¢ giai doan ban dau,” Jack noi. “Nhung ching t61 du
kién ca mgt dong san pham mai. B udng, quan ao, nudc hoa. Ching to1 co
A b)Y /4 ~ 99 2 N r.* N\ 2 A (44 4
tam nhin sdng tao manh me€.” Anh mim cuo61 v&i nguotl phong van. “Chung
to1 rat hao hing.”

“Vay, thi truong muc ti€u 1an nay cua anh 1a gi?” nguoil dan ong hoi,
nhin vao t& gidy ghi chép. “Anh c¢6 huéng dén nhitng nit van dong vién
glay g p g g g
khong?”

“Khong hé,” Jack néi. “Ching t6i huéng dén... co gai trén phd.”

“ <Co gai trén phd’?” Ngudi nir phong van ngdi thang do, trong co vé
bi xtc pham. “Piéu d6 nghia 1 sao? C6 gai trén phd nay 13 ai vay?”

“Co ay ngoai hai muoi,” Jack noi sau thoang ngap ngung. “Co ay lam
viéc trong van phong, di xe dién ngam t&1 cho lam, di choi budi to1 va tro
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vé nha bang xe buyt... chi 1a mdt c6 gai binh thuong, khong co6 gi dac biét.”
“Cd6 ca ngan cd gai nhu vay,” nguot dan 6ng chém vao véi mot nu
cuol.
“Nhung nhin hang Panther van ludn gin véi dan 6ng,” ngudi phu nit

xen vao, trong day hoai nghi. “Voi canh tranh. Vi nhiing gia tri dan 6ng.
Anh thue sy nghi minh ¢ thé chuyén sang thi truong phai nit?”

“Chung t61 da nghién ctru,” Jack no61 nhe nhang. “Ching t61 c6 cam
gidc chung toi hiéu thi truong clia minh.”
“Nghién ctru!” ¢6 ta ché giu. “Chang phai lai mot truong hop dan

ong no1 voi phy nit vé diéu ho muon hay sao?”

“T6i khong cho 1a vay,” Jack néi, van nhe nhang, nhung toi c6 thé
théy mot thoang buc boi ludt qua mat anh.

“Co nhiéu cong ty da cd gang chuyén doi thi trudng nhung khong
thanh cong. Sao anh biét cong ty anh khong phai 13 mot trong s6 d6?”

“To1 rat tu tin,” Jack noi.

Chiia oi, tai sao ¢ ta lai c6 vé cong kich vay cht? Toi phan nod nghi.
T4t nhién Jack biét anh ay dang lam gi!

“Cac anh khoanh vung mot nhém trong tam va hoi ho vai cau hoi!
Sao diéu do co theé cho cac anh biét diéu gi chu?”

“Do chi 1a mot phan nho cua birc tranh, t61 c6 thé dam bao voi ¢6,”
Jack no61 déu déu.

“Q, th6i ndo,” ngudi phu nit néi, ruén ngudi vé phia trude va khoanh
tay trudc nguc. “Li€u mdt cong ty nhu Panther - mdt nguoi dan ong nhu
anh - ¢6 thuc sw lién hé duge voi thm hdn, mot co gai binh thuong, khong
co gi dac bi¢t, nhu anh n61?”
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“Co. Toi co the!” Jack nhin thang vao mat cd ta. “Toi biet co gai
nay.”

“Anh biét c6 Ay u?” Nguoi phu nir nhuéng may.

“T6i biét co gai nay 1a ai,” Jack noi. “Toi biét so thich cta co 4y, mau
sic ¢ 4y thich. T6i biét co 4y an gi, toi biét co Ay udng gi. Toi biét co ay
mudn gi tir cudc song. CO6 4y mic ¢d mudi hai nhung co dy mudn giam
xubng ¢ mudi. Co 4y...” Anh dang rong tay nhu thé tim kiém cam hing.
“Co 4y an ngii cdc Cheerio vao bita sang va nhing Flake vao cappuccino.”

T6i ngac nhién nhin xudng tay minh, trén tay 1a mot thanh Flake. Toi
dang dinh nhiing n6 vao cdc ca phé. Va... sang nay toi di an Cheerio.

“Ngay nay, vay quanh chung ta 1a hinh anh nhiing con ngudi hoan
hao, bong loang,” Jack noéi soi ndi. “Nhung c6 gai nay 1a thue. Co ay co
nhirng ngay t6i té, va nhitng ngdy may man. C6 ay mic quan lot khe mic du
thiy khong thoai mai. Co 4y viét ra lich tip thé duc, sau d6 bo qua. C6 Ay
vo nhu doc tap chi kinh doanh, nhung bén trong lai gidu tap chi vé nhiing
ngudi ndi tiéng.”

To1 ngdy ra nhin man hinh.
Hay... cho mot chut. Tat ca nhitng diéu nay nghe that quen.

“D6 chinh xdc 1a diéu c6 1am, Emma,” Artemis noi. “Toi da nhin thay
mot to OK/ bén trong tap chi Tuan Marketing.” Co ta quay sang phia toi voi
nu cuoi nhao bang va anh nhin cda c6 ta ha canh vao thanh Flake t61 cam
trén tay.

“Co ay thich quan ao nhung khong phai la nan nhan cua thoi trang,”

V/\ r* ~N \ \ . 14 ~ ~ ~ ~ e N A u/\
Jack van dang noi trén man hinh. “Co6 1€ c6 ay s€ mac mot chi€c quan
jean...”

Artemis nhin chi€c quan Levi’s cua t61 ngd ngang.
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“... va cai mdt bong hoa trén toc...”

T6i stmg s6t dua tay 1én cham vao bong hong vai trén téc. Anh ay
khong thé...

L& nao anh ay dang noi veé toi...

“Oi... Chta... 0i,” Artemis chim chap thét 1én.

4
AA

“Sao vay?” Caroline ngdi bén canh Ién tiéng. C6 ay hudéng theo cai
nhin ctia Artemis, va vé mat co thay doi.

“O1 Chuta o1! Emma! D¢ 1a cau!”
“Khong dau,” to1 no1, nhung giong khong con mach lac nira.
“Dung day!”

Vai ngudi bat dau thuc khuyu tay vao nhau va quay lai nhin t61. “Co
ay doc mudi 1am 14 so tir vi mdi ngay va chon 14 so6 ma c6 ay thich nhat...”
Giong Jack noi.

“Pung 1a co! Chinh xac 1a co!”

“... co ay doc ludt bia sau nhiing cudn sach cao cap va vo nhu minh
da doc...”

“To1 biet ¢o6 chua doc Gia tai vi dai,” Artemis dac thang.

(13 A

... €0 ay ngudng md mon rugu vang ngot...”

“Ruwou vang ngot u?” Nick noi, quay sang hoang hoét. “Khong phai
that day chi.”

“P6 1a Emma!” Toi c6 thé nghe tiéng mot ngudi nodi tir phia bén kia
phong. “D¢6 1a Emma Corrigan!”
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“Emma?” Katie néi, nhin thang toi ngd ngang. “Nhung... nhung...”
“P6 khong phai 1a Emma!” Connor dot nhién 1én tiéng, cuoi pha lén.

Anh dang dung bén kia phong, tua lung vao tuong. “Pung ngd ngan thé!

'9,

Emma mac ¢6 tam, chtr dau phai muoi hat
“Co tam?” Artemis no1 va cuo1 sac sua.
“C0 tam!” Caroline khtc khich. “Hay day!”

“Chang phai em mac cd tdm sao?” Connor boi ro1 nhin t61. “Nhung
em noi...”

“Em... em bi€t em da no6i1 thé.” To6i1 nudt khan, mdt nong bung.
“Nhung em... em...”

“Cau mua tat cd quan 4o & ctra hang do cti va vo nhu do 1a d6 méi
u?” Caroline noi, ngang lén ti man hinh v61 vé thich thu.

“Khong!” Toi tu vé. “Y toi 13, co 18... d6i khi...”

“Co 4y nang 60 can, nhung vo nhu chi ning ¢ 56 can,” giong Jack.
Gi co? Gi co?

Cé co thé t6i ram lai vi kinh hoang.

“Khong phai nhu vay!” toi la 1€n gian dir v6i cai man hinh. “T61 dau
cO nang t&1 60 can! Toi chi nang khoang 57 can... rudi...” T61 n61 nho dan
khi ca phong quay lai nhin t61 sling so.

“.. ghét d6 moc...”
C6 tiéng tho hon hén kinh ngac tir phia bén kia phong.

“Cau ghét 46 moc?” giong Katie hoai nghi.
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“Khoéng!” toi noi, xoay ngudi hoang hét. “Khong phai vay! Té thich
do méc ma! Cau biét to thich d6 moc ma!”

Nhung Katie di gian dir lao bo ra khoi phong.

“Co 4y khoc khi nghe Carpenters,” giong Jack dang noi trén man
hinh. “C6 ay thich Abba nhung khong chiu ndi jazz...”

Oi khong. Oi khong, 6i khong...

Connor nhin t6i cham cham nhu thé chinh téi vira choc thung trai tim

anh 4y.

“Em khong chiu ndi... jazz?”

D6 gidng nhu mot gidc mo khi ma moi ngudi déu nhin thay do 16t cua
ta va ta mudn chay di nhung khong thé. Toi khong thé bo chay. Tat ca
nhiing gi t6i c6 thé 1am 1 dimg nhin cham cham vé phia trudc véi vé dau
d6n trong khi giong Jack van déu déu vang 1én khong chat mui long.

Moi bi mat cua t6i. Moi bi mat riéng tu cua téi. Pa bi boc mé trén
truyén hinh. T6i bang hoang dén ndi khong thé tiép nhan ndi chuyén nay.

“Co 4y mic d6 16t may man trong nhitng 1an hen ho dau tién... co 4y
muon giay hang hi€u cua ban ¢ cung can ho va vo nhu do la giay cua
minh... vo tdp quyén cudc... bdi rdi vé ton gido... lo lang rang nguc minh
qué nhd...”

To1 nham mat, khong chiu dung ndi nita. Anh nhac dén nguc to1. Trén

truyén hinh.

“MJéi khi di choi, co ay to ra sanh diéu, nhung trén giuong...”
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T6i dot nhién suyt ngét xiu vi lo lang.
Khong. Khong. Xin dung n6i ra chuyén nay. Xin dung, xin dung...
“...co Ay co tAm ga giudng bup bé Barbie.”

Mot trang cudi ro 1én khap phong, va toi vii mit vao tay. Toi thay
minh bi si nhuc khong thuong tiéc. Khéng ai duoc biét vé tam ga giuong
Barbie cta toi. Khong ai hét.

“Co 4y c6 hap dan khong?” nguoi phong van hoi, va tim toi nay bat
1én. T6i nhin chim cham 1én man hinh, khong tho ndi vi so hai. Anh éy s€
noi gi chr?

“C0 ay rat hap dan,” Jack noi ngay lap tlrc, va moi anh mat do don vé
phia t61, vé cho doi. “Pay la mdt co6 gai hién dai, mang theo bao cao su
trong tai xach.”

Puoc thoi. Mbi 1an t6i nghi chuyén nay khong thé té hon, thi n6 cang
tré nén té€ hai.

Me t6i dang xem chuong trinh nay. Me t6i.

“Nhung c6 1€ c6 ay chua khai thac hét kha nang cua minh... c6 1€ con
mot khia canh cta ¢6 ay con chua duoc phat huy...”

To1 khong ddm nhin Connor. T61 khong dam nhin di dau.

“Co 18 c6 4y muodn trai nghiém... c6 18 ¢ 4y da timg - toi khong biét
nira - c6 tudng tuong dong tinh véi ¢o ban than.”

Khong! Khong! Ca co thé toi ciing do vi hoang so. Toi dot nhién hinh
dung ra hinh anh Lissy ciing dang nhin 1én man hinh, mit mé to, mot tay bit
mom. Co ay s& biét d6 1a co ay. Toi s& khong bao gid ¢ thé nhin thang vao
mat cb 4y nira.
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“DPo6 chi la mot gid'c mo, dugc chu?” to1 tuyét vong ndi, khi moi nguoi
trd mat nhin t6i. “Chtr khong phai tuéng twong. Do 1a hai chuyén khac
nhau!”

T6i cam thdy mudn lao dén céi ti vi. Dang tay che kin man hinh.
Ngaén anh lai.

Nhung diéu d6 dau ich gi, phai khéng? Mot triéu cai ti vi dang bat,
trong mot tri¢u ngdi nha. Moi nguoi, & khép noi, déu dang xem.

“Co 4y tin vao tinh yéu va su lang man. Co 4y tin rang s& c6 ngay
cudc doi co Ay s& trd nén tuyét diéu va day himg tha. Co ay c6 hy vong, so
hai va lo lang, cling nhu tit ca moi ngudi. Poi khi ¢o Ay cam thay hoang
s0.” Anh ngdp ngimg, r6i n6i thém bang giong nhe nhang hon. “P6i khi cd
ay cam thidy minh khong duoc yéu. Poi khi ¢6 4y cam thay minh khong
dugc chap nhan boi nhitng nguoi quan trong nhat trong doi c6 4y.”

Khi nhin vao guong mat am 4p va nghiém trang cua Jack trén man
hinh, t61 cdm thay mat minh bat dau cay.

“Nhung c6 ay diing cam, nhan hau va thang than d61 mat voi cudc
doi...” Anh bang hoang lac dau va mim cuo1 voi1 nguoi phong van. “Toi...
toi rat xin 16i. Toi khong biét chuyén gi xay ra. Chac toi hoi bi cuon di. Liéu
ta co thé...” Gigng anh bi ngudi phong van cat ngang.

B1 cudn di.

Anh hoi b1 cudn di.

Diéu nay khac gi bao Hitler chi hot hung hang.

“Jack Harper, cdm on anh rat nhi€u vi da tro chuyén vdi chung t61,”
nguoi phong van bat dau ndi. “Tuan to1, ching ta sé chuyén tro vo1 Ernie

Powers, ong vua hap dan cua nhirng cuén video noé1 vé dong co thuc day.
Trong lac do, cam on mot 1an nira...”
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Moi ngudi van dan mit vao man hinh khi c6 ta két thuc bai noi
chuyén va nhac hiéu cua chuong trinh noi 1én. Sau d6 c6 ngudi vuon tay
1€n tat ti1 vi.

Trong vai gidy, ca can phong hoan toan yén ling. Moi ngudi tran tréi
nhin t6i, nhu thé ho chd doi t6i doc dién van, hodc khiéu vil hay gi d6. Mot
s6 guong mat to ra thong cam, mot s6 t0 mo, mot sd han hoan, va mét sd thi
chi 1a May-qua-t6i-khong-phai-la-co.

Gio thi toi biét chinh xac bon dong vat trong vudn thi cam thay thé
nao.

To1 s€ khong bao gio td1 vuon thu nira.

“Nhung... nhung t6i khong hiéu,” mot giong noi cat 1én tir bén kia
phong, va moi cai dau say sua hudng vé phia Connor, nhu tai mot tran dau
tennis. Anh nhin t6i cham cham, mat do bing béi réi. “Sao Jack Harper biét
nhiéu vé em dén vay?”

Oi Chtia oi. Téi biét Connor ¢6 béng dai hoc loai gioi cua trudong Pai
hoc Manchester va du thir. Nhung d61 khi anh that cham hiéu.

Nhirng cai dau lai quay vé phia toi.
“Em...” ca co thé to1 té€ dai vi xau ho. “Bd1 vi bon em... bon em...”
To1 khong thé noi ra chuyén do. Toi khong the.

Nhung t6i khong can. Miat Connor dan chuyén sang nhimg gam mau
khéc nhau.

“Khong,” anh nudt nudce bot, nhin to1 cham chim nhu thé nhin théy
ma. Khong phai mot con ma binh thuong. Ma 13 mot con ma khong 16 véi
nhirng cai xich kéu loang xoang.

“Khoéng,” anh n6i mot 1an nira. “Khoéng. Toi khong tin.”
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“Connor...” a1 d6 noi, dit tay 1én vai anh, nhung anh hat ra.
“Connor, em rat xin 101,” to1 tuy¢t vong.

“Co dang dua day u!” mot anh chang nao d6 trong goc phong kéu 1én,
mot nguot tham chi con cham hiéu hon Connor, va di to mdm noi thay anh
ay, timg tiéng mot. Anh ngang 1én nhin t6i. “Chuyén nay da dién ra bao lau
152"

Cu nhu thé anh mo cua x4 1. Dot nhién moi nguoi trong cd phong
bat dau ném cau hoi vé phia to1. Toi con khong bi€t minh nghi gi nita gitra
nhiing tiéng lao xao.

“P6 ¢ phai 1a 1y do anh 4y toi nudc Anh? Dé gip c6?”
“Co s& cudi anh dy chu?”

“Cau biét ddy, trong cau khong c6 vé nang 60 can...”
“Cau qua thyc dung khan trai giwong Barbie u?”

“Trong tudng tuong dong tinh, chi c6 hai nguoi hay...”
“Cau da bao gio ngu vai Jack Harper & van phong chua?”
“Po co phai l1a 1y do ¢6 bo Connor?”

T6i khong chiu dung ndi chuyén nay. Toi phai ra khoi day. Ngay bay
gio.

Khong nhin ai, t61 dung 1én loang choang lao ra khoi phong. Khi di
xudi hanh lang, t6i qua strg s dén ndi khong thé nghi dén bat ctr diéu gi
khac ngoai viéc phai lay tii va bo di. Ngay lap tic.

T6i budc vao Phong Marketing, cin phong tréng hoac va dién thoai
dang reo inh 0i khap noi. Thoéi quen nhan dién da an sdu bam ré trong toi,
t61 khong thé 1o di.
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“A 16?” t6i n6i, khi ngau nhién nhac mot cai dién thoai.

“Nay!” giong Jemima tirc gian. “ ‘C6 ay muon giay hang hi¢u cua
ban cung cdn h) va vo nhu do 1a giay cia minh.” D06 ¢6 thé 1a giay cua ai?
Cua Lissy chang?”

“Nghe nay, Jemima, liéu t6... T§ xin 16i. Té phai bo may day,” tdi yéu
Ot nod1, va bo dién thoai xuong.

Khong nghe dién thoai nita. Lay thi. Bo di.

Khi to1 run ray kéo khoa tai xach, mot vai nguoi da theo to1 vao van
phong va bat dau nhac may nghe.

“Emma, Oong cb goi nay,” Artemis noi, dat tay 1én dng nghe. “Cai gi
d6 vé chuyén di xe buyt dém va 6ng ay sé& khong bao gio tin ¢o nita?”

“Cau c6 cudc goi tr Phong PR cua Harvey’s Bristol Cream,” Caroline
xen vao. “Ho muodn biét c¢o thé giri cho cadu mdt thung rugu vang nau ngot
mién phi téi dia chi nao?”

“Sao ho c6 tén t61? Bang cach nao cht? Chang I€ tin don da lan ra?
Dam nguoi ¢ quay tiép tan dang ké vai tat ca moi nguoi?”

“Emma, b6 c6 goi nay,” Nick noéi. “Ong 4y can noi chuyén véi co
khan cap...”

“To1 khong the,” to1 lang nguoi. “To1 khong thé noi chuyén véi ai.
To61 phai... Toi phai...”

To1 chdp lay 4o khodc va gan nhu chay ra khdi van phong, doc hanh

lang t&1 cau thang. Khap noi, moi nguoi dang trén duong tré vé van phong
sau khi xem budi phong van, va ho déu nhin t61 khi to61 voi va di qua.

“Emma!” Khi t61 to1 g?m cau thang, mot phy nir tén la Fiona, mot
ngudi ma téi hau nhu khong biét, tom lay tay t6i. Ba ta ning khoang 135
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can va ludn dau tranh dé c6 nhiing chiéc ghé to hon va khung cira 16n hon.
“Ping bao gio xau hd vé co thé minh. Hay vui mimg vi nd! Me trai dat da
trao n6 cho c6! Néu ¢6 mudn t6i hoi thao ctia ching toi vao thir Bay...” To6i
giat tay ra trong ndi kinh hoang, va bat dau 16p cop budc xudng nhiing bac
da cam thach. Nhung khi toi xudng t&i tang tiép theo, c6 ai do lai tom lay
tay toi.

“Nay, c0 co thé cho to1 bict c6 téi cira hang tur thién nao khong?” Do
1a mot c6 gai ma to1 tham chi con khong nhan ra. “Béi vi toi thay ¢6 ludn an
mac rat dep...”

“T6i cling ngudng mod bip bé Barbie!” Carol Finch & Phong Ké toan
dot nhién chan ngang dudng toi. “Chiing ta cing md mot cau lac bo nhé,
Emma?”

“Toi... to1 thuc su phai di.”

T6i Iui lai... va bat dau chay xudng cau thang. Nhung moi ngudi cir
tiép tuc bat chuyén véi t6i tir khap cac hudng.

“Mai t61 khi ba muoi ba tudi to61 méi nhan ra 1a minh dong tinh...”

“Nhiéu nguo1 bo1 ro1 ve ton giao. Pay 1a to roi cia nhom nghién ctru
Yy
Kinh Thanh Chl:ll’lg t61...”

“Pé to1 yén!” to1 gao 1én dau don. “Xin moi nguoi hay dé to1 yén!”
y y y

Toi lao t&1 cura, nhitng giong no1 van duodi theo t61, doi lai trén nén da
cam thach. Khi t61 dang dién cudng day canh ctra kinh nang né, Dave, anh
chang nhan vién bao v¢, lién tan bg t61 va nhin thang vao nguc toi.

“Téi thiy trong 6n ddy cht, cung,” anh ta néi day khuyén khich.

Loay hoay mai t61 cling m¢ dugc ctra, lao ra ngoai va chay doc pho,
khong nhin trai nhin phai. Cudi cung to1 cling t61 nha ga, tha nguoi xudng
ghé va vui dau vao tay.
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Ca co thé toi van run 1én sing so.
T6i hau nhu khong thé c6 1ay mot suy nghi mach lac.

T6i chua tirng thay nhyc nhi téi cing cuc nhu vay trong doi.
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Hai muoi

“C06 khong sao cht? Emma?”

T6i da ngdi trén ghé duogc khoang nam phut, nhin cham cham xubng
via he, ddu 6c van roi boi quay tit. Co6 mot giong nodi trong tai toi, vang 1én
trén Am thanh hang ngay cta dudng phd, cta nhitng nguoi di bo qua, cia
nhing chiéc xe buyt nghién ken két trén dudng va tiéng coi xe. D6 1a giong
mot ngudi dan ong. Toi mé mat, chdp mat trong nang va béi rdi nhin mot
cdp mat xanh c6 vé quen thudc.

R61 t61 chot nhan ra. Po6 1a Aidan ¢ quay ban nudc qua.

“Moi chuyén 6n ca chtt?” anh ta néi. “Co6 6n day cha?”

Trong vai gidy, t61 khong trd 161 n6i. Moi cam xtc cua t61 da bi rac
tung trén san nhu mot khay tra bi danh roi, va t61 khong chac phai nhat th
gi 1én trudec.

“To1 nght cau tra 1o1 1a khong,” cudi cung t61 noi. “To1 khong on. To1
khong 6n chut nao.”

“0.” Trong anh ta lo lang. “Thé thi... c6 gi do tdi co thé...”

“Liéu anh c¢6 6n khong néu moi bi mat ctia anh bi tiét 1§ trén truyén
hinh bé1 mot nguodi anh tin tudng?” to1 run ray noi. “Liéu anh c6 6n khong
néu anh vira bi lam mat thé dién truéc mat ban be, dong nghiép va gia

dinh?”

Yén ling stng sot.
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“Liéu anh c6 on khong?”
“O... ¢ 18 12 khong?” anh ta danh bao noi.

“Chinh xac! Y t61 1a, anh s€ cam thay thé nao néu ai do tiet 1§ trudce
cong ching rang anh... anh mac d6 16t nt?”

Anh ta tai mit hoang hét.
“T6i khong mic d6 16t nix!”

“Tbi biét anh khong mac d6 16t nit!” toi giai thich rd. “Hodc ding hon
14 t6i khong biét 1a anh khong mic, nhung gia dinh trong mot gidy rang anh
c6 mic di. Anh cam thay thé nao néu ai d6 vira néi véi tat ca moi ngudi vé
chuyén d6 trong mot cai goi 1a budi phong van kinh doanh trén truyén
hinh?”

Aidan nhin t6i, nhu thé dau anh ta dang suy tinh.

“Ch¢ chut. Cudc phong van véi Jack Harper. Co phai ¢ dang noi dén
chuyén d6? Ching t6i cling xem kénh d6 ¢ quiy ban nudc qua.”

“O tuyét!” Toi vung tay. “Pung 13 tuyét! Boi vi anh biét day, s& that
dang tiéc néu bt cr ai trén ca hanh tinh nay bo 15 chuong trinh d6.”

“Vay do 1a co? Ngudi doc muoi lam 14 s6 tir vi moi1 ngay va néi doi
vé...” Anh ta im bt khi nhin vé mit cta toi. “Xin 16i. Xin 16i. Chic c6 thay
bi xtc pham lam.”

“Dung vay. Toi thay bi xic pham. Va tirc gian. Va xau ho.”

Va boi roi, to1 tham nodi thém. To1 boi roi, sting s& va hoang mang dén
muc cam thady minh gan nhu khong thé ngo61 yén trén ghé. Trong vai phut,
ca thé gidi cua to1 da 1on nhao.

To1 tuong Jack yéu toi. Toi tuong anh...
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Toi1 tudong anh va toi...
Con dau dot nhién v& 0a, chodn lay t61, va toi vui dau vao tay.

“Vay sao anh ta biét nhi€éu vé c6 nhu vay?” Aidan ngdp ngung noi.
“C0 va anh ta... la mot cap?”

“Chiing toi gap nhau trén may bay.” T6i nhin 1én, ¢ gang kiém soat
ban than. “Va... toi danh ca chuyén di ké cho anh ta nghe vé ban than minh.
Va sau do ching t61 ho hen vai lan, va toi tudng...” Giong to1 bat dau run
ray. “Toi ctt nghi chuyén do... anh biét ddy.” Toi cam thAy ma minh d6 nhur
géc chin. “La tinh yéu thuc su. Nhung su that 1a, anh ta chua bao gido quan
tam dén t6i, phai khong? Khong han. Anh ta chi mudn tim hiéu xem mét ¢o
gai binh thuong trén phd 1a nhu thé ndo. Cho cai chi trudng muc tiéu ngd
ngan cta anh ta. Cho dong san phdm mdi ngd ngan danh cho phu nit cia
anh ta.”

Khi nhan thtc d6 ap dén véi to1 1an dau tién, mot giot nude mat lan
xuong ma, nhanh chong dugc ndi tiép bd1 mot giot khac.

Jack da lgi dung toi.

D6 14 1y do anh ta moi t6i di 4n t6i. P6 14 1y do anh ta bi tdi hap dan.
D6 13 1y do anh ta thiy moi diéu t6i néi déu tha vi. D6 14 1y do anh ta bi hut
hon.

Do khong phai 1a tinh yéu. D6 1a kinh doanh.
Pot nhién, du khong ¢b ¥, toi khoc nic nd.

“Téi Xin 161 ” tél nuot nudc mat. “Téi Xin 161 T61 Chi Chu én na
’ 3
thﬁt qU.é S@C dél Vé’l téi.”

“Pung lo,” Aidan noi day thong cam. “D6 1a phan ng hoan toan tu
nhién.” Anh ta lic dau. “T6i khong biét nhiéu vé kinh doanh 16n, nhung
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dudong nhu may nguoi d6 khong thé 1én toi dinh cao ma khong giam dap 1én
vai nguoi khac trén duong di. Ho s& phai kha nhin tim dé c6 thé thanh
cong dén vay.” Anh ta nging 10i, quan sat khi toi ¢6 gang ngin dong nudc
mét ma khong dugc. “Emma, t61 cho ¢6 mot 161 khuyén nhé?”

“Sao?” To1 nhin Ién, lau mat.

“Hay giai toa diéu d6 khi tdp quyén cude. Dung su cong kich. Ding
ndi dau.”

T6i nhin anh ta, day hoai nghi. Chang 1& anh ta khong nghe thdy hay
sao?

“Aidan, t6i khong tap quyén cudc!” Toi nghe tiéng minh la 1én choi

'39

tai. “T6i khong tdp quyén cude, duoc cht? Toi chua ting
“Khong u?” Anh ta bbi réi. “Nhung ¢b noi...”
“Toi da n6i doi!”
Mot thoang lang di.

“DPugc thdi,” cuodi cung Aidan néi. “The day... dung lo. Co6 co6 thé tap
thtr gi d6 c6 tac dung nhe hon. Thai cuc quyén, co I€...” Anh ta nhin t61
ludng lu. “Nghe nay, c6 c6 muon uong gi d6 khong? Thir gi d6 lam c6 binh
tinh lai? T61 c6 thé lam cho ¢c6 mot ly chudi xoai ¢6 cuc La M3, véi chut
nhuc dau khau mang lai cam giac ém diu.”

“Khong, cam on.” To1 hi mii, hit mdt hoi that sau, ro1 cam lay tai.
“C0o 1€ to1 s€ vé nha.”

“Co s€ On chu?”

“T61 s€ 6n thoéi.” To1 nan ra mot nu cuo1. “To1 On roi.”
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Nhung tit nhién d6 ciing 1a mot 1oi noi doi. Toi chang thay on chut
nao. Khi to1 ngéi trén tau dién ngém vé nha, nudc mat tudn trao trén mit
to1, tirng giot ha canh trén mot viing udt sting trén vay toi. Moi nguoi nhin
to1 chong choc, nhung t61 khong quan tam. Sao t61 phai quan tam cha? Toi
da chiu dung su si nhuc tdi t& nhat rdi, thém vai nguol nita guom guom
nhin t6i cling dau c6 gi ghé gdm.

T6i cam thidy minh ngu ngdc. Rét ngu ngéc.

T4t nhién chung t6i khong phai nhitng ngudi ban tdm giao. Tat nhién
anh ta khong thuc sy quan tdm dén t6i. Tt nhién anh ta chua timg yéu toi.

Mot con dau moi tran ngap khip co thé va toi suc sao trong tai tim
khin gidy.

“Ping lo, cung!” quy ba phdp phap ngdi bén tri toi 1én tiéng. Ba ta
mic mot chiéc vay rong thung thinh in hinh nhiing quéa dira. “Anh ta khong
dang dau! Gio co hay vé nha, rira mat, ué)ng mot tach tra...”

“Sao ba biét c¢6 Ay khoc vi mot ngudi dan ong?” mot phu nit mic vest
sAm mau xen vao diy vé cong kich. “D6 1a quan diém chdng nit quyén sdo
rong. Co éy ¢ thé khoc vi bat clr chuyén gi! Mot ban nhac, mot cau tho,
nan d6i thé gidi, tinh hinh chinh tri & Trung Pong.” Ba ta nhin t6i chd doi.

“Thuc ra, t01 dang khoc vi mot nguot dan ong,” to1 thira nhan.

Tau dung lai, va nguol phu nit mac vest sam mau dao mat luom
ching t61 ro1 xuong tau. Nguoi phu nit mdc vay in hinh qua dra cling luom
lai.

“Nan doi thé gidi!” ba ta mia mai, va to1 khong thé khong cudi khic
khich. “Pung lo, ¢6 bé.” Ba ta vo nhe vao vai té1 an ui khi t61 cham mat.
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“Hay uong mot tach tra am, an vai chiéc banh quy sé co la, va chuyén tro
vo1 me. Co van con me phai khong?”

“Thuc ra luc nay ching t61 khong con noi chuyén voi nhau,” toi1 thira
nhan.

“Vay thi bo c6?”
Toi lac dau ngam tra loi.

“Thé thi... ban than cua c6? Chic co phai c6 ban than chua!” Ba ta

cuoi thong cam.

“Vang, t01 ¢6 ban than,” to1 nudt khan. “Nhung co éy vura dugc thong
bao trén truyén hinh quéc gia rang tdi ¢ nhiing tudng twong dong tinh bi
mat v4i co Ay.”

Nguoi phu nit mac vay dira nhin sttng to1 vai giay trong yén lang.

“Vay hdy uong mot tach tra am,” cudi cung ba ta noi, da co vé bot
thuyét phuc hon. “Va... chic may man, co6 bé.”

T6i cham chap roi ga tau dién ngam va di vé khu pho chung t6i ¢. Khi
t61 goc phd, t6i dirng lai, hi mili va hit vai hoi that sau. Con dau trong nguc
da diu di chut it, t6i cam thdy mach than kinh dang héi ha dap thinh thich.

T6i s& d6i mat v6i Lissy thé nao sau nhitng gi Jack néi trén truyén
hinh day? Thé nao day?

T6i biét Lissy tir rat 1au rdi. Va toi da timg c6 v6 khdi nhitng khoanh
khic lung ting trudc mit co Ay. Nhung khong co khoanh khic niao gan véi
chuyén nay.
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Chuyén nay con té hon 1an toi bi ndn trong phong tam cia b me ¢
ay. Chuyén nay con té hon 1an c6 ay thay t6i hén minh trong guong va noi
“d cung” bang giong ddy nhuc cam. Chuyén nay tham chi con té hon 1an co
ay bat gip toi viét thiép Valentine cho gido vién day toan cua chung toi,
thay Blake.

T6i vo cung hy vong rang c6 dy dot nhién quyét dinh s& ra ngoai ca
ngay hom nay hay gi d6. Nhung khi t6i m& cira cin ho ra, c¢6 ay dang & do,
budc ra khoi bép va di ra hanh lang. Va khi ¢6 Ay nhin t6i, tdi c6 thé thay
diéu d6 trén mat co ay. Co ay vo ciing hoang so.

Thé 1a hét. Jack khong chi Iira ddi toi, anh ta con pha hong tinh ban
than thiét nhat cta t6i. Moi chuyén gitta toi va Lissy s& khong bao gio con
nhu xua nita. Cling gidng nhu trong phim Khi Harry gdp Sally. Tinh duc da
chan duong trong mdi quan hé cia ching t6i, va gio day chung toi khong
thé 1 ban bé nita bdi vi chung t6i muén ngi voi nhau.

Khong. Gach bo cau d6. Chung toi khong mudn ngi voi nhau. Chung
t6i mudn... Khong, van dé 1a ching t6i khdng mudn...

Ma thoi. Thé nao ciing dugc. Chuyén nay that chang ra gi.

“O!” ¢6 4y nodi, nhin cham cham xudng san. “Chua oi! Um... chao
cau, Emma!”

“Chao cau!” toi tra 151 bang giong nghén nghen. “Té nghi t& nén vé
nha. Van phong qua... qua kinh khing...”

To61 nd1 nho dan, va ti€p noi la mot khoang yén lang dau nhoéi trong
vai giay.

“Vay... t& doan 1a cau da xem,” cudi cung to1 1én tieng.

“U, t& da xem,” Lissy néi, van nhin cham cham xu6ng san. “Va tg...”
Co6 ay hang giong. “T¢ chi muon noi rang... rang néu cau muodn t& chuyén
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di, t& s€ chuyén.”

T6i thdy cd hong minh nghen tic. T6i biét ma. Sau hai muoi mét
nam, tinh ban ctia ching t61 thé 1a chAm hét. Mot bi mat nho xiu bi tiét 16 -
va d6 1a ddu cham hét ctia moi chuyén.

“Khong sao dau,” t61 nod1, c6 gang khong oa 1én khoc. “Té sé chuyén
di.”

“Khoéng!” Lissy lang ting. “T¢ s& chuyén di. Chuyén nay khong phai
16i ctia cau, Emma. Chinh t& 12 ngudi... da din cau dén chuyén do.”

“Sao?” Toi sling so nhin c6 ay. “Lissy, dau phai cdu dan t& dén
chuyén do!”

“Cé day.” Trong c6 ay that buon ba. “Té cam thay rat t€. To chua
tung nhan ra cau co... nhitng cam xuc do.”

“T¢ dau co!”

“G10 thi td da hieu! Té di khap nha, an mac ho hang, thdo nao ma cau

'9?

buc minh
“T¢ dau c6 buc minh,” t61 voi nodi. “Lissy, t& dau c6 dong tinh.”

“Vay la ludng tinh. Hay ‘da khuynh hudng’. Tuy thuat nglt ma cdu
mudn dung.”

“Té ciing khong ludng tinh. Hay da khuynh hudng gi hét.”

“Emma, dung!” Lissy tom ldy tay t6i. “Dung x4u hdé vé khuynh
huong tinh duc cia minh. Va té hra, t& s€ ung ho cau moét tram phf?m tram,
cho du cau quyét dinh thé nao...”

“Lissy, t& khong ludng tinh!” toi kéu 1én. “Té khong can ung ho! Chi
1a mot gidc mo thdi, duoc chir? D6 khong phai 13 tudng tuong, ma chi 1a
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mot gidac mo ky cuc, t& dau c6 muon mo thé, va diéu dé dau co nghia to
dong tinh, va cling dau c¢6 nghia t& mé cau, no6 chang c6 y nghia gi hét.”

“0.” Yén lang. Lissy trong c6 vé ngd ngang. “O, dugc. TS tudng do
1a... cau biét day.” C6 ay hing giong. “Réang ciu mudn...”

“Khong! T chi ngt mo thé thoi. Chi 1a mot gidc mo ngu ngbe.”
“O. Phai r6i.”

Mot thodng ngap ngung that 1au, khi d6 Lissy dam chi€u nhin méng
tay minh, con toi thi nghién ctru cai khoa ciia dong hd deo tay. “Vay, ta co
thure su...” cudi cung Lissy 1én tiéng.

Oi Chua oi.
“Pai loai thé,” tdi thira nhan.
“Thé... t& c¢6 gioi khong?”

“Sao?” Toi hd hoc miéng nhin ¢6 ay.

4
AA

“Trong giac mo ay.” CO6 ay nhin thang vao t61, ma hong ryc. “T¢ co
g161 khong?”

“Lissy...” t01 no1, lam vé mdt nhan nho.
“Té kém lam, phai khong? Té rat kém! T¢ biét ma.”

“Khong, tat nhién cau khong hé kém!” t61 kéu lén. “Cau... cau thuc

29

Su...

T6i khong tin ndi 1a minh dang c6 mot cudc chuyén tro vé k¥ ning
tinh dyc cta c6 ban than nhat trong vai trd mot nguoi dong tinh.

“Nghe nay, liéu ta c6 thé dimg cha dé nay dugc khong? Ngay hom
nay cua t& da du tii nhuc lam roi.”
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“O. Oi Chua oi, phai roi,” Lissy noi, dot nhién hoi han. “Xin 10i,
Emma. Chac cau cam thay rat...”

“Vo6 cung bé mat va bi ltra d61?” To1 ¢6 gang mim cuoi. “DPung, do
ding la diéu t¢ cam thay.”

“Co nhiing ai & vin phong xem chuong trinh d6?” Lissy néi day
thong cam.

“Co6 nhiing a1 & van phong xem chuong trinh d6 u?” Toi quay lai.
“Lissy, tat ca bon ho déu xem. Ho déu biét do 1a t&! Bon ho cudi cot td, va
t& chi muén co ram lai va chét qudach di...”

“Oi Chta oi,” Lissy lo lang. “That sao?”

“Moi chuyén that khuing khiép.” Toi nham mat lai khi ndi tai nhuc lai
xam chiém khap co thé. “T§ chua timg x4u hod dén vay trong ca cudc doi.
T6 chua timg bi... boc mé dén vay. Ca thé gidi biét to thay quan lot khe
khong dé chiu chat nao va té khong tdp quyén cudc va té chua bao gio doc
Dickens.” Giong t0i ngdy cang run rdy hon, va sau dé, khong hé bao trudc,
t6i 0a 1én ntrc nd. “Oi Chua oi, Lissy. Cau noéi diing. Té cam thdy minh nhu
mot... con ngde. Anh ta chi lgi dung t6, ngay tir dau. Anh ta chua timg thuc
long quan tam dén t&. T chi 1a mot... mot du an nghién ctru thi truong.”

“Cau dau biét diéu do!” c6 ay hoang hot noi.

“T& biét! Tat nhién 14 t& biét. D6 1a 1y do anh ta bi hiit hon. D6 1a 1y
do anh ta hét sirc thich tha moi diéu t& néi. Khong phai boi vi anh ta yéu to.
Do 1a vi anh ta nhan ra anh ta c6 khach hang muyc ti€u, ngay bén canh anh
ta. Kiéu co gai trén phd binh thudng ma anh ta khong thudng danh thoi gian
cung!” T6i lai nirc no. “Y t& 13, anh ta ndi diéu do trén truyén hinh, phai
khong nao? Té chi 1a mot co gai chang co gi dic biét.”

“Pau phai thé,” Lissy quyét liét. “Cau dau phai 1 co gai chang c6 gi
ddc biét.”
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“Té 1a thé day! Po chinh xac 1a té day. TS chi 1a mot cd gai tam
thuong. Pa vay t& con rat ngde nghéch. Td da tin vao moi chuyén. Té thyc
su tudng rang Jack yéu to. Y t& 13, c6 18 khong han 13 yéu t6.” Toi cam thay
minh d6 mat. “Nhung... ciu biét ddy. Cam thay vé td nhu t& cam thay vé
anh ta.”

“T¢ biét.” Lissy trong cling nhu muon khoc. “T¢ biet ma.” Co ay
nhoai nguodi sang 6m toi.

Dot nhién ¢6 4y lung tang rut lai. “Diéu nay khong 1am cau cam thay
khong thoai mai chi? Y t& 13, né khong 1am cdu ham mudn hay gi do
chu...”

“Lissy, 1an cudi nhé, t& khong dong tinh!” toi buc bdi kéu 1én.

“Puoc roi!” cd ay voi va noi. “Dugc roi. Td xin 161.” Co ay lai 6m t6i
that chat, ro1 ding day. “DPi nao,” ¢6 ay noéi. “Cau can udng mot ly.”
. e . b .

Chung t61 ra ngoai cai ban cong nho xiu xay chia ra, da tung dugc
cht nha mé ta 13 “san thuong rong rai” hoi chung toi thué can ho nay, va
ngdi 6 khoang c6 anh nang, udng chai ruou schnapps Lissy mua & cira hang
mién thué nim ngoai. Mdi ngum rugu khién miéng t6i néng rat khong sao
chiu ndi, nhung nam gidy sau s& khién hoi 4m dé chiu lan toa khip co thé.

“L& ra t& phai biét,” toi n6i, mat van nhin ly ruou. “L8& ra t& phai biét
mot triéu pha 16n nhu vdy s& chang bao gid thuc sy quan tim dén mot co
gai nhu t6.”

“T& don gian 1a khong thé tin ndi,” Lissy noi, thd dai lan thir mot
nghin. “Té khong tin moi chuyén déu gia doi. Moi chuyén da ldng man nhu
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thé co ma. o1 y vé chuyén trd vé My... ro61 chuyén xe buyt... 161 mang cho
cau mon cocktail hong do...”

“Thi thé méi n6i.” Téi co thé cam thdy nudc mat lai dang 1én, va
chop mat that manh dé ngan lai. “Chinh diéu d6 khién cho moi chuyén that
dang ho then. Anh ta biét chinh xac t& thich gi. Trén chuyén bay t§ da noi
v6i anh ta rang t& thiy chan Connor. Anh ta biét t& mudn mot méi tinh kich
thich, hép dan, va vo cung lang man. Anh ta cho t& moi thir anh ta biét t& s&
thich. Va t6 tin vao diéu do... boi vi t6 mudn tin.”

“Cau nghi toan bd chuyén nay 1a mot ké hoach 16n sao?” Lissy can

“Tat nhién do6 1a mot ké hoach,” t6i néi trong nudc mat. “Anh ta ¢ y
theo t& di khip noi, quan sat moi diéu t& lam, anh ta muén tham gia vao
cudc doi t6! Hay xem cach anh ta téi soi moi khap phong ngu cua té. Thao
nao anh ta té ra quan tim dén vay. Té cho 13 anh ta van lién tuc ghi chép lai.
T& cho 1a anh ta c6 may ghi am & trong ti. Va td da... moi anh ta vao.” Toi
ubng mét ngum rugu 16n va hoi rung minh. “Té s& khong bao gio tin dan
ong nita. Khong bao gio.”

“Nhung anh ta c6 vé rat d& thuong!” Lissy budn bi. “Té khong tin
ndi anh ta lai doc ac nhu vay.”

“Lissy...” to1 nhin Ién. “Su that la mdt nguol nhu vay khong thé 1én
t6i dinh cao thanh cong néu khong tan nhan gidm dap 1én nguoi khac. Doi
1a thé ma.”

“Chang 1& vay sa0?” C6 4y nhin tdi, 1ong may nhiu lai. “C6 1& cau noi

dung. Chua oi, that budn lam sao.”

“Emma phai khong?” mot giong noi choi tai cat 1én, va Jemima xuét
hién ¢ ban cong, mic 4o choang tring va dip mit na dudng da, mat nheo lai
gian dir. “Vay day! Co gai to-khong-bao-gio-muon-quan-ao-cia-cau. Cau
c6 gi dé noi vé d6i giay hé got Prada cua té khong?”
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Oi Chua oi. Chang ich gi khi néi dbi vé chuyén dé nita phai khong
nhi?

“Po6i giay d6 rat nhon va khong thoai mai?” t6i khé nhun vai néi, va
Jemima hit th¢ that manh.

“T¢ biet ma! T van luén biét ma. Pung 1a cau c6 muon quan do cua
td. The con cai ao chui dau Joseph? Con cai tii Gucci?”

“Cai tai Gucci nao?” Té1 budng binh phan ing.
Trong gidy lat, Jemima lung tng khong biét néi gi.

“Tat cd nhitng thr d6!” cudi cung cd ta noi. “Cau biét day, t& cod thé

kién cau vi chuyén nay. TG co6 thé dua cau to1 tieém giat 1a!” Co ta vung mot
mau giay trudc mat toi. “Té c6 mot danh sach quan 4o ma té ngo 1a da bi

mac trOm trong ba thang qua...”

“O1, thoi cai chuyén quan 4o ngoc nghéch cua cau di,” Lissy noi.
“Emma dang rat buon. C6 ay da bi phan bdi va xtic pham bdi nguor dan
ong tudng chung rat yéu co ay.”

“Thé day, ngac nhién that, toi dén ngit xiu vi sing st mat thoi,”
Jemima cay doc. “Té da cho cdu biét didu do6 sé xay ra roi ma. Thuc té 1a té
dd noi véi cau roi! Pung bao giov dé mot ngudi dan 6ng biét hét vé minh,
chuyén d6 chi dem lai rac réi thoi. Chang phai t& da canh bao cau rdi sao?”

“Cau noi co Ay sé khong kiém dugc mot vién da trén ngodn tay!” Lissy
kéu 1én. “Cau dau c6 néi anh ta s& 1én truyén hinh ké véi ca nudc moi bi
mat riéng tu cta cd ay. Cau biét ddy, Jemima, cau c6 thé t6 ra thong cam
hon mot chut ma.”

“Khong dau, Lissy, c6 ay no1 dung day,” to1 kho s& noi. “Ngay tuor dau
cd ay da noi ding. Neéu td gilt duge cai migng ngdc nghéch cua to, thi moi
chuyén da chang nén co sy nay.” To1 véi lay chai schnapps va rau i rot cho
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minh moét ly nita. “Quan h¢ tinh cam /a mot tran chién. D6 1a mot van co
tudng. Vay ma t§ da lam gi nao? T¢ da ngay 1ap tic ném toan bd quan co
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xuong ban co va ndi ‘Day! Hay an hét di°’!” T61 udng mot ngum 16n. “Su

that 13, dan 6ng va phu nit chang nén néi gi voi nhau hét. Chang gi hét.”

“Té hoan toan dong y,” Jemima tan thuong. “T& chi dinh noi véi
ngudi chong tuong lai cia minh cang it cang tbt...” C6 ta nglmg 1oi giira
ching khi chiéc dién thoai khong day trong tay ¢ ta inh 6i réo 1én.

“Chao!” c6 ta nod1 khi bat dién thoai 1én nghe. “Camilla phai khong?
0. O... dugc roi. Doi mét chut nhé.”

Co ta bit tay 1én dng nghe va nhin t6i, mat mo to. “Jack ddy!” Co ta
thi tham.

To1 nhin lai kinh hoang.

Khong hiéu sao toi dd gan nhu quén mat rang Jack c6 ton tai trong
cudc doi thyc. Tt ca nhitng gi toi thdy chi 1a gwong mat d6 trén man hinh ti
vi, mim cuoi va gat dau va tung budc mot lam t61 nhuc nha.

“Bao anh ta 1d Emma khong mudn noi chuyén véi anh ta!” Lissy thi
tham.

“Khong! C6 4y nén ndi chuyén véi anh ta,” Jemima thi tham lai.
“Néu khong anh ta s& nghi anh ta da thang.”

“Nhung chac chan...”

“DPua day cho to!” t61 noi, roi giat dién thoai tur tay Jemima, tim toi
dap thinh thich. “Chao,” t6i noi, bang céi giong cdc 16¢ nhat ma minh cé thé
tao ra.

“Emma, anh day,” giong néi quen thudc cua Jack cat 1én, va khong hé
dugc bao trude, mot luong cam xuc trao dang suyt chat nitra da nhan chim
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to1. To1 muon khoc. Téi muon ddnh anh, mudn lam anh tén thuong...
Nhung thé nao d6 ma t61 lai ki€ém soat dugc minh.

“Em khong bao gid muodn nodi chuyén vdi anh nita,” toi noi. Toi tat
dién thoai, va thd kho nhoc.

“Gi10i1 lam!” Lissy noi.
Mot gidy sau, dién thoai lai reo.

“Xin em day, Emma,” Jack noi, “hdy nghe mot phut thoi. Anh biét em
dang rat budn. Nhung néu em cho anh mdt gidy dé giai thich...”

“Anh khong nghe thdy em néi sao?” toi kéu 1én, mit do bung. “Anh
loi dung em va xtic pham em va em khong bao gid mubn noi chuyén voi
anh nita, hay gip anh, hay nghe thay tiéng anh hay... hay...”

“Cam nhan anh,” Jemima suyt, gat dau hdi thac.

“... hay dong vao nguoi anh. Khong bao gio nita. Khong bao gio.”
T6i tit dién thoai, sai budc vao trong nha va giat day khoi tuong. Sau do,
v6i ddi tay run ray, toi rat di dong ra khoi tui va ngay khi nd bat dau reo, toi
tat may.

Khi tr¢ lai ban cong, t61 van con run ray vi soc. To1 khong tin n61 moi
chuyén lai két thuc thé nay. Trong mot ngay, ca cudc tinh lang man hoan
hao cua t61 da tan tanh may khoi.

“Cau khong sao chu?” Lissy lo au hoi toi.

“Td on. TG nghi vay.” Té1 tha ngudi xudng gheé. “Hoi run ray mot
chut.”
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“Emma,” Jemima noi, ngdm nghia mdt cai moéng tay. “Té khong
muon giuc cau, nhung cau bi€t minh phai lam gi chu?”

“Lam gi?”

“Cau phai tra thu anh ta!” C6 ta nhin 1én va gin vao t6i cai nhin qua
quyét. “Cau phai bat anh ta tra gia.”

“Oi khong.” Lissy 1am vé mit cau c6. “That chiang dang hoang chat
nao. Chang phai s& tot hon néu ta bé qua chuyén dé sao?”

“Bo qua thi c6 gi hay cht?” Jemima van lai. “Bé qua liéu c6 day cho
anh ta mot bai hoc khong? Bo qua li€u c¢6 lam anh ta udc gi chua ting phan
boi cau khong?”

“Emma va t& van ludn nhat tri s& giit chuan muc dao dtrc cao,” Lissy
cuong quyét. “ ‘Soéng tot 1a cach tra thu tot nhat’. George Herbert.”

Jemima nhin Lissy ngo ngéc trong vai giay.

“Du sao di nira,” cuoi cung co ta no1 khi quay lai phia to1. “T¢ rat vui
long dugc gitip cau. Tra thu thuc su 1a chuyén nganh cuaa td, mac dau chinh
td da noi...”

T6i tranh anh mat cta Lissy.
“Cau dang co y tudng gi?”

“Cao xudc xe anh ta, xén b vest, khau ¢4 vao bén trong rém ctra cia
anh ta cho cho n6 boc mui...” Jemima tuon mot trang, nhu thé doc mot bai
tho.

“Cau hoc nhirng thr d6 ¢ truong huan luyén con nha giau sao?” Lissy
d4o mat hoi.

“T& 1a phu nit, thé ddy,” Jemima bé lai. “Phu nit chung ta phai ding
1én bao vé quyén lgi ciia minh. Céc céu biét déy, truge khi cudi b té, me t&
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d3 yéu mot nha khoa hoc va 6ng ta da bo roi me td. Ong ta d6i y chi ba tuan
trude dam cudi, cac ciu tin ndi khong? Vi thé mot dém, me t& 1én vao
phong thi nghiém cta 6ng ta rat toan bd phich cim cuia may cai may ngu
ngdc ra. Toan bd nghién ctru cta ong ta bi pha huy! Me té van ludn noi,
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diéu d6 day cho Emerson mot bai hoc

“Emerson?” Lissy noi, nhin ¢6 ta day hoai nghi. “Nhu trong...
Emerson Davies?”

“Pung ro1 day! Davies.”

“Emerson Davies, nguoi suyt kham phé ra phuong thuoc chita dau
mua u?”

“L& ra ong ta khong nén ddi xtr t& bac véi me td, phai khong nao?”
Jemima ndi, vénh cam 1én chong dbi. C6 ta quay sang t6i. “Mot manh khoe
khac ctia me t& 1a twong 6t. Thé nao d6 cau sip xép dé ngil véi anh ta mot
14n nita, va khi d6 cdu néi. ‘Ta dung chut dau mat xa nhé?’ Va ciu co xat
cai d6 vao... cau biét roi day.” Mat ¢ ta sang lap lanh. “Tha d6 s& 1am anh
ta bong rat!”

“Me cau day cho cau diéu d6?”’ Lissy noi.

“Dung the,” Jemima noi. “Thuc ra chuyén do kha ngot ngao. Vao
ngay sinh nhat thr muo1 tdm cua to, me td bdo t& ngdi xuong va néi chiing
ta nén noéi chuyén mot chut vé dan ong va phu nir...”

Lissy nhin Jemima day hoai nghi.

“Va trong cugc noi chuyén do6 me ciu bao cau xoa tuong 6t vao cai ay
cua dan 6ng?”

“Chi khi ho doi xir té véi ta,” Jemima ndi vé buc bdi. “Cau sao thé,
Lissy? Cau nghi ta clr dé dan ong gidm dap 1én ta ma khong phai chiu trach
nhiém gi sao? Pung 13 mot cach du tranh tuyét voi cho nit quyén ddy nhi.”
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“T& dau c6 nodi thé,” Lissy noi. “Td chi khong tra thu bang... tuong 6t
thoi!”

“Thé thi cau tra thu bang gi, c6 nang thong minh?” Jemima néi,
chdng tay 1én hong.

“Puoc thoi,” Lissy noi. “Néu té ha thap pham gia dén mirc di tra thu,
ma t6 s& khong bao gio 1am thé, boi vi d6 13 mot sai 1am khung khiép...” Co
ay ngung lai dé lay hoi. “T¢ s& lam dung diéu anh ta da lam. Té sé& tiét 10
mot trong nhirng bi mat cua anh ta.”

“Thyc ra... dieu d6 cling kha hay day cha,” Jemima mién cudng noi.

“Lam nhuc anh ta,” Lissy noi, v6i chut phong vé. “Lam anh ta thiy
xau ho. Xem anh ta thich chuyén d6 thé nao.”

Ca hai déu quay sang nhin t6i chd doi.

“Nhung t& chang biét bi mat nao cua anh ta ca,” téi noi.
“Cau phai biét cht!” Jemima noi.

“Tét nhién 1a cau biét!”

“T¢ khong biét ma,” t6i noi, cam théiy mot ndi tai nhuc méi. “Lissy,
cau da néi dung ngay tir ddu. Mbi quan hé cta t& v6i anh ta hoan toan 13
mot phia. T¢ chia s€¢ moi bi mat voi anh ta - nhung anh ta chéng hé chia sé
chut bi mat nao voi té. Anh ta chang néi gi voi t& hét. Bon té khong phai
ban tdm giao. TG chi 1a mdt con ngde 4o tudong.”

“Emma, cdu dau phai la con ngdc,” Lissy néi, dit tay 1én tay toi day
thong cam. “Chi la cdu qua tin tuéng vao anh ta thoi.”

“Tin tudng - con ngdc - cling vay thoi.”
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“Chac chan cau phai biet gi do cht!” Jemima noi. “Cau da ngu voéi
anh ta, vi Chtia! Chac chan anh ta phai c6 bi mat gi do. Mot diém yéu nao
do.”

“Got chan Asin,” Lissy noi thém, va Jemima nhin c6 ay la 1am.

“Pau can phai lién quan dén chan anh ta,” cd ta noi, va quay sang
nhin t61, lam vé mat “Pung la Lissy chang hiéu gi hét”. “Co thé 1a bat ctr
diéu gi. Cai gi cling dugc. Hay nghi di!”

T6i ngoan ngodn nhim mit lai hdi twong. Nhung dau toi hoi quay
cudng, vi chd ruou schnapps t6i vira udng. Bi mat... bi mat cua Jack... hiy
c6 nho lai di...

Scotland. Pot nhién mdt ¥ nghi mach lac chay qua dau t6i. Toi mo
mat, thoang cam thay chut nhoi nhoi hd héi. Qua 1a toi c6 biét mot bi mat
ctia anh ta. Toi biét!

“Sa0?” Jemima hao htrc. “Céu nhé ra diéu gi sao?”
“Anh ta...” Toi dimg lai, cam thay day dut.
To1 da hura véi Jack. Toi da hua.

Nhung vy thi sao? C6 van dé quai gi cha? Nguc t6i lai nhoi 1én. Tai
sao toi lai phai giir 101 hita ngu ngdc v4i anh ta ch? Anh ta dau cé giit bi
mat cho t61, phai khong nao?

“Anh ta d3 t6i Scotland!” t6i n6i ha hé. “Lan dau bon té gip trén may
bay, anh ta dé nghi t& giit bi mat chuyén anh ta téi Scotland.”

“Tai sao anh ta lai dé nghi diéu d6?” Lissy noi.
“Té khong biét.”

“Anh ta lam gi & Scotland?” Jemima chen vao.
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“Té khong biét.”
Yén lang.

“Hirm,” Jemima tir té néi. “D6 khong phai 1a bi mat dang xau ho nhat
trén thé giéi nhi? Y t6 13, c6 nhiéu nguoi khon ngoan sdéng & Scotland. Cau
khong c6 thtr gi d6 hay hon sao? Nhu la... anh ta dung 16ng nguc gia chang
han?”

“Dung 1ong nguc gia?” Lissy cuoi pha lén. “Hay toc gid!”

“Tat nhién anh ta khong dung 16ng nguc gia, hay toc gia,” téi phin
nd. Chang 1& ho nghi to6i yéu mot nguoi dung t6c gid sao?

“Vay thi cau s€ phai bia ra cai gi do,” Jemima noi. “Cau biét day,
trudc cudc tinh voi nha khoa hoc, me t& bi mot ga lam chinh tri doi xu rat
te. Vi thé me t& da bia ra rang 6ng ta nhan hoi 16 cua dang doi lap, va tung
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tin don d6 ¢ Ha vién. Me t6 ludn néi diéu d6 day cho Dennis mdt bai hoc
“Khong phai... Dennis Llewellyn chitr?” Lissy noi.
“0, dung. Té nghi dung 13 6ng ta.”

“Ong Bo truong Noi vu phai tir chirc 4y u?” Lissy trong co vé kinh
hoang. “Nguoi di phai danh ca doi ddu tranh dé thanh minh cho tén tudi
ctia minh va két thuc trong nha thuong dién u?”

“Thé day, 1€ ra ong ta khong nén doéi xur t€ bac vdi me to, phai
khong?” Jemima noi, vénh cam ra. Co ti€ng may nhan tin trong tai Jemima.
“Dén gio td rua chan roi!”

Khi ¢6 ta di vao nha, Lissy ddo mat.

“C0o ta dién r61,” co ay nodi. “DPién han ré1. Emma, cau khong duoc bia
ra bat cur dieu gi vé Jack Harper.”
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“T& s& chang bia ra diéu gi!” toi gian dit noi. “Cau nghi t6 1a ai cha?”
T6i nhin cham chdm vao ly rugu schnapps, cam thiy sy hd héi tan dan di.
“T¢d dinh dua voi ai cha? Té khong bao giod tra thu duge Jack. T¢ khong
bao gid c6 thé lam tén thuwong anh ta. Anh ta chiang c6 diém yéu nao hét.
Anh ta 1a mot triéu phu day quyén luc.” To6i dau kho ubng mot ngum ruou
day. “Va t¢ 1a mot ké chang co gi dic biét... rac rudi... tim thudng... chang
gi hét.”
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Hai mwoi mot

Sang hom sau, to1 tinh day day kinh hai. Téi cam thay hét nhu mot
dtra tré nam tudi khong muodn di hoc. Mgt dira tré nam tudi voi1 du vi nang
né cua con say.

“T& khong thé di duoc,” t6i noi, khi toi 8h30. “Té khong thé d6i mat
vo1 ho.”

“Cau lam dugc ma,” Lissy an ui, cai cuc ao khoac cho t6i. “Moi
chuyén s€ 6n thoi. Hay ngang cao dau.”

“Néu ho kho chju véi t6?”

“Ho s& khong kho chiu vai cau. Ho 1a ban cau. Du sao thi c6 khi ho
da quén hét moi chuyén roi ay chu.”

“Khong dau! Té khong thé & nha véi cau sao?” To1 tom lay tay co ay
van nai. “T¢ s€ rat ngoan, t& hura day.”

“Emma, t& da giai thich véi cau r61,” Lissy ki€én nhan. “HOom nay té
phai tdi toa an.”

Co ay day tay toi ra. “Nhung t& s& & dy khi cau vé nha. Va ching ta
s€ an mot thir gi d6 that ngon cho bira tdi. Pugc chu?”

“Dugc,” to1 nd1 nho. “Licu ta an kem so6 ¢6 la ¢6 dugce khong?”

“Tat nhién ro1,” Lissy noi, 161 mé ctra. “Nao, di di. Cau s¢ 6n thoi!”
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Cam thdy nhu mot con cho bi xuy ra, tdi xudng cau thang va mé cira.
T6i vira ra khoi nha thi mot chiée xe dimng ¢ bén dudng. Mot nguoi dan ong
mic dong phuc xanh budc ra, 6m bé hoa 16n nhét t6i ting thay budc bang
nhitng s¢1 ruy bang mau xanh 14 cdy, va nhin dia chi can nha cua chung toi.

“Chao ¢0,” anh ta noéi1. “To61 dang tim Emma Corrigan.”
9
“La to1!” T61 ngac nhién.

“A ha!” Anh ta mim cuo1, gio ra mot chiéc but va bia kep. “HOm nay
la ngay may man cua c6. Li€u c6 c6 thé ky vao day...”
y .

T6i nhin b6 hoa chong choc véi vé nghi ngd. Hong, lan, nhitng bong
hoa 16n mau tim... nhitng qua bong gi d6 mau dé sdm tuyét dep... nhitng
canh gi d6 xanh sdm... nhitng canh mau xanh sang trong hét nhu ming tay...

Puoc thoi. Toi co thé khong biét tén ching. Nhung toi biét mot diéu.
Nhiing bong hoa nay rat dat tién.

Chi c6 thé c6 mot ngudi gui cho toi.

“Cho da,” t61 n61i ma khong cam but. “T61 mudn kiém tra xem ai
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guri.

Toi lay tam thi¢p, x¢€ toac ra, va li€c qua doan 101 nhan dai, khong doc
chut nao, cho t&1 khi nhin thay céi tén ¢ dudi cung.

Jack.

T6i cam thay nhoi dau. Sau tit ca nhitng gi anh ta d3 1am, Jack tuong
rang c6 thé phinh pho toi bang bé hoa tim thuong va vo gia tri nay sao?

Puoc rdi, mot bo hoa khéng 10, sang trong.
Nhung d6 khong phai diém chinh yéu.

“To61 khong mudn nhan boé hoa nay, cam on,” to1 vénh cam lén noi.
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“Co6 khong muon?” Nguoi dua hoa nhin td61 cham cham.
“Khong. No61 vo1 nguot gui hoa rang t61 cam on, nhung khong nhan.”

“Co chuyén gi vay?” mot giong ndi hon hén cat 1én bén canh toi. Toi
nhin 1én thi thay Lissy dang sim soi nhin bo hoa. “Oi Chua oi. Cua Jack
phai khong?”

“Dung. Nhung t& khong mudn nhan,” to1 no1. “Hay mang né di di.”

“Cho da!” Lissy kéu 1én, tom vao 16p gidy bong kinh. “Hiy dé té
ngui da.” Co éy vui mat vao nhitng bong hoa va hit that sau. “Ai cha! That
kho tin! Emma, cau da ngui hoa chua?”

“Chua!” To1 cau kinh. “T¢ khong mudn nguri.”

“T& chua ting thdy bé hoa nao dang kinh ngac thé nay.” Co 4y nhin
nguoi dan ong. “Vay dicu gi s€ xay ra vo1 n6?”

“T6i khong biét.” Anh ta nhin vai. “Chac ngudi ta s& ném di thoi, toi
cho la vay.”

“Troi dat.” Co ay liéc nhin toi. “Nghe that phi pham...”
Cho chut. Co dy khong...

“Lissy, t& khong thé nhdn hoa!” t6i kéu 1én. “Té khong thé! Anh ta s&
cho 13 té nghi moi chuyén giita t& va anh ta déu 6n thoa.”

“U, cau noi dung,” Lissy ludng ly. “Cau phai giri tra lai.” Co ay cham
vao mot canh hoa hong nhung. “DAau vy, that dang tiéc...”

“Gui cai gi lai co?” mot giong noi the thé sau lung t61. “Cau dang
dua, phai khong?”

O1, vi Chta. Gid Jemima da ra dén ngoai phd, van mac 4o choang ngu
trang. “Cau khong thé gui tra lai!” ¢6 ta la 1én. “Dém mai t& s€ mo tiéc. Bo
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hoa do6 that hoan hao.” Co6 ta kéo nhan lIén xem. “Smythe & Foxe! Cau co
biét bo hoa nay dang bao nhiéu tién khong?”

“T& khong quan tam nd dang bao nhi€u!” t61 la 1én. “Do6 1a hoa cua
Jack! T6 khong thé gitt nd.”

“Tai sao lai khong?”
Co ta that khong thé tin nbi.

“Bo1 vi... bot vi do 1a van dé nguyén tac. Néu té gitr Ilé, vé co ban t&
Yy
dang no1 ‘Toi1 tha thir cho anh’.”

“Khoéng han thé,” Jemima phan tng lai. “Y cdu co thé 1a “Toi khong
tha thir cho anh’. Hodc c6 thé 1a ‘T6i chang budn tra lai nhig bong hoa

+9 9

ngdc nghéch cua anh, anh chi c6 ¥ nghia nho bé vay thoi’.
Chung t6i yén lang can nhac chuyén nay.
Van dé 13, d6 1a nhimg bdng hoa tuyét diéu.
“Vay ¢6 c6 mudn nhan hoa hay khong?” ngudi dua hoa noi.
“Téi...” Oi Chua oi, gio thi t6i boi roi.

“Emma, néu gui tra lai hoa, cdu dang to ra yéu dudi ddy,” Jemima
khéng dinh chic chan. “S& nhu 1a cau khong thé chiju dung duoc bat ctr thir
gi trong nha goi nhd dén anh ta. Nhung néu ciu giit lai, khi d6 cau cho anh
ta biét ‘Toi khong quan tdm dén anh!” Cau sé t6 ra cung ran. Cau sé to ra
manh m¢. Cau s€...”

“Oi Chua oi. Pugc r6i!” Toi néi, va giat 1y cai bat tir tay nguoi dua
hoa. “T6i s& ky nhan. Nhung liéu anh c6 thé néi véi anh ta rang diéu dé
khong c6 nghia t61 tha thir cho anh ta, cling khong c6 nghia anh ta khong
phai 1a ké cay doc, vo tam, dang khinh, va hon nira, néu Jemima khong cé
bita tiéc toi, nhitng bong hoa nay sé di thang vao thung rac.” Ky xong, mat
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t6i do bung, t6i thd manh va chim dén toac ca trang gidy. “Liéu anh c6 thé
nhd tat ca nhirng dieu d6?”

Nguoi dua hoa ngan ra nhin toi.
“Cung a, to1 chi lam viéc ¢ ctra hang tho1.”

“T& biét r6i!” dot nhién Lissy néi. Co 4y tom lay tAm bia kep va cop
ddu KHONG DUQC PHEP SU DUNG LAM CHUNG CU TRUGC TOA
mot cach ro rang dudi tén toi.

“Cau do nghia la gi?” to1 hou.

“N6 ¢6 nghia 1, ‘T6i s& khong bao gid tha thir cho anh, do khon...

2 9

nhung du sao to1 cling s€ gilr bd hoa do’.

“Va cau s€ van phai tra thu,” Jemima né1 thém day qua quyeét.

D6 1a mot budi sang kho lanh va quang dang dén khong ngd khién ta
c6 cam giac rang London thuc su 1a thanh phd dep nhat thé gisi. Khi toi di
tir bén xe dién ngam t4i chd lam, tinh than cia t6i khong thé khong khé 1én
mot chut.

Co 1& Lissy néi dung. Co6 18 moi ngudi & chd lam d3 quén bang
chuyén d6. Y t6i 14, hiy té ra co6 ly di chtr. 6 dau phai chuyén gi ghé gém
lam. N6 ciing chang thi vi dén vdy. Chic chan lai dang c6 chuyén don dai
gi d6 khac. Chac chin moi ngudi dang néi vé... bong da. Hodc chinh tri
hoc thir gi d6 ciing nén. Chinh xéc 13 thé.

To1 day canh cura kinh vao sanh voi chit lac quan, va budc vao, dau
ngang cao.
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“.. khan trai giuong Barbie!” Tiéng ai d6 dap vao tai toi tir phia bén
kia san da cam thach. Mot nguoi & Phong Ké toan dang noi chuyén véi mot
phu nir deo bién “Khach” dang ling nghe say sua.

““... suot thoi gian d6 van ngu voi Jack Harper u?” mot giong nodi tir
phia trén t61, va t61 ngang 1€n, thay mdt nhém céc co6 gai dang lén cau
thang.

“T6i thay thuong hai cho Connor,” mot nguoi dap lai. “Anh chang
dang thuong do...”

“... vO nhu c0 ta thich jazz,” mot nguoi khac dang néi khi ho ra khoéi
thang may. “Y t6i 1a viéc quai gi ¢o ta phai 1am thé?”

Puoc thoi. Vay la... ho chua quén.

Chut lac quan mong manh tan bién, trong mgt gidy, to1 da nghi dén
chuyén chay tron va danh ca cudc doi con lai an dudi céi chan long.

Nhung t6i khong thé lam thé.
Thir nhét, c6 18 t6i s& chan én sau khoang mot tuan.
Va thir hai... t61 phai d6i mat véi ho. T6i phai lam viéc nay.

Siét chat nam tay, t6i tir tir budc tdi cau thang va di doc hanh lang.
Moi nguoi toi di qua hoac trirng tring nhin to1 ra mat, hodc vo nhu khong
nhin trong khi thuc té thi 6, va it nhat c6 nam cudc nobi chuyén da voi va tt
ngim giita ching khi t6i toi gan.

Khi té1 ctra Phong Marketing, t61 hit mgt hoi that sau, sau dé budc
vao, cb ging t6 vé tho o nhat co thé.

“Chao moi nguoi,” to1 noi, cdi ao khoac roi treo 1én lung ghé.

“Emma!” Artemis kéu 1én bang giong vui vé day cham biém. “Thé
day, t6i chua timg!”
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“Chao Emma,” Paul noi, bude ra khoi van phong va nhin to61 do xét.
“Co thay 6n chu?”

“On ca, cam on.”

“C0o ¢6 muon... néi chuyén gi khong?” Trude sy ngac nhién cua toi,
trong Oong ta nhu thé cam thong vai to1 lam vay.

Nhung trdi a, ong ta nghi gi chi? Rang t6i s& vao trong d6 va khoc
ntic nd trén vai 6ng ta, “Thang khén Jack Harper da loi dung t6i” u? Toi s&
chi 1am thé néu t6i v clng, vo ciing tuyét vong.

“Khong,” t61 nd1, mat nhoi dau nhu bi kim cham. “Cam on, nhung t61
on ca.”

“Tét.” Ong ta ngdp ngimg, roi chuyén sang giong mang tinh cong
viéc hon. “Téi cho 1a hom qua khi c6 bién mat, d6 1a vi co da quyét dinh
lam viéc tir nha.”

“Vang... dung.” T61 hang giong. “Dung the.”
“Chac chan c6 da lam duoc nhiéu viéce ¢6 ich?”
“Vang... phai ro1. Rat nhiéu viée.”

“Tuyét voi. bung nhu t61 nghi. Puoc ro1, vay cu tiép tuc di. Ca nhirn
Y€ g y

nguoi khac nira.” Paul nhin quanh van phong v61 vé canh bao. “Hay nhé
nhiing gi t61 n61.”

“Tat nhién,” Artemis no1 ngay. “Chung t61 déu nhé ca!”

Paul lai bién mat vao van phong cta Ong ta, va to1 chi con biét trung
trd nhin cai may tinh cua minh khé&i dong. Mot chuyén sé 6n thoi. Toi tu
nhd. Minh s€ tap trung vao cong viéc, dam chim vao cong viéc...
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Pot nhién t6i nhan ra ai d6 dang 6ng 6ng ngan nga mot giai diéu gi
d6. Bai hat nao d6 nghe quen quen. Do 1a...

Do 1a Carpenters.

Va gio day vai nguoi khac trong phong cling tham gia vao doan hop
xuong.

“Close to yoooou...”

“Co khong sao chir, Emma?” Nick néi, khi dau t6i ngang phat 1én day
nghi ngod. “C6 ¢ can khan mui soa khong?”

“Close to yooouu...” moi nguoi trong vin phong lai dong thanh ngan
1én, t6i nghe thay nhiing tiéng cuoi bi kim nén.

To1 s€ khong phan tg. Toi1 s€ khong cho ho co hdi khodi trd dau.

Binh tinh hét strc, t61 nhap chudt vao hop email, va thd hon hén vi
stng sot. Moi sang toi thudng nhan duge khoang mudi email. Riéng hom
nay to1 nhan dugc té1 chin muoi 1am email.

Bo6: BO thuc sy mudn nodi chuyén...

Carol: T61 da tim dugc thém hai nguoi nira cho Cau lac bd Barbie cua
ching ta!

Moira: T61 biét cho c6 c6 thé mua quan lot khe mac rat dé chiu...
Sharon: Chuyén nay dién ra bao 1au r6i?!!

Fiona: Re: Hoi thao nhan thirc vé co thé...
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To1 cudn xuong phia dudi cai danh sach dai vo tan ay va dot nhién
cam thay dau nhoi trong tim.

Co ba buc thu cua Jack.
To1 nén lam gi day?
To1 ¢6 nén doc khong?

Tay t01 ngdp ngung trén con chudt. Li¢u anh ta c6 xtrng dang c6 dugc
co hoi giai thich khong?

“O1 Emma,” Artemis noi giong ngay tho, budc td1 ban té1 vo1 mot
chiéc ti dung do. “Toi cd cai 4o chui dau nay, khong biét c6 co thich
khong. N6 hot nho so vai to1, nhung rat dep. Va chac no vura voi ¢o, boi
vi...” ¢0 ta ngung lai, bat gdp anh mat ctia Caroline, “n6 cd tam ma.”

Ngay lap tic ca hai bon ho pha 1én cuoi sang sac.

14
A Y

“Cam on, Artemis,” t61 n61 ngan gon. “Co that tur té.

“To1 di uong ca phé day,” Fergus noi, va ding 1én. “Co ai mudn uong
gi khong?”

“Cho t61 mot ly Harvey’s Bristol,” Nick hao hung.
“Ha ha,” t6i lAm bam nho nho.

“Oi Emma, toi dang dinh n61,” Nick no1 thém, di vé phia ban t61. “Co
thu ky m&i & Phong Hanh chinh. C6 da thay c6 ay chuwa? Co ay kha day
chu, phai khong?”

Anh ta nhidy mat v6i t6i va toi ngdy ra nhin anh ta mot luc, khong

hiéu y anh ta 12 gi.

“Kiéu toc ngan dung dimg dep day cha,” anh ta néi thém. “Cai quan
yém ciing dep nita.”
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“Im di!” to1 gian dir kéu lén, madt do bung. “To61 khong phai 1a... To61
khong... Cat xéo hét di, tit ca cac nguoil”

Ban tay run ban 1én vi tic gidn, t6i nhanh chong x6a hét email cia
Jack. Anh ta khong hé xung dang véi bat ctr diéu gi. Khong co hoi. Khong
gi hét.

T6i dung 1én sai bude ra khoi phong, hon hén tho. Toi di téi nha vé
sinh, sdp ctra that manh sau lung va ti cai tran nong bung 1én guong. Long
cam ghét cua toi d6i v6i Jack soi stng suc nhu dung nham. Liéu anh ta c6
biét t6i dang phai trai qua nhimng gi khong? Liéu anh ta c6 biét anh ta da gay
ra diéu gi cho t6i khong?

“Emmal” Mot giong ndi cit ngang suy nghi ciia t6i va toi giat minh.
Ngay lap tic to1 choang ngudi vi lo sg.

Katie d& vao nha vé sinh ma toi khong hé nghe thay. C6 4y dang ding
ngay canh toi, tay cam tai do trang diém. Guong mit co iy phan chiéu trong
chiéc gwong ngay canh t6i... va c¢o ay khong cudi. Cit nhu trong Sw quyén
rii chét nguoi vay.

“Vay 13,” ¢6 4y ndi bang giong rat la. “Cau khong thich d6 moc.”
Oi Chua oi. Oi Chua oi. Toi di lam gi cha? Téi da giai phong khia
canh nguy hiém cia Katie ma chua ai timg thay. C6 18 c6 4y s& dam xién

qua minh bang mét cai kim moc, t6i thdy minh dang ban loan nghi.

“Katie,” t01 noi, tim dap thinh thich. “Katie, xin hay nghe t&. Té chua
bao gio c6 y dinh... T¢ chua bao gio noéi...”

“Emma, ding c6 ¢b.” Co y gio tay 1én. “Chang ich gi dau. Ca hai
ching ta déu biét su that.”
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“Anh ta nhAm ma!” t6i néi nhanh. “Anh ta 1an 16n! Y t6 1a t& khong
8 A X A ~ 5 A M TS
thich... 0... Créches[_]. Cau biét day, It tré quanh quan khap noi...

“HOm qua td da rat budn,” Katie cat ngang voi nu cuoi ky la. “Nhung
sau gio lam, t& di thang vé nha goi cho me. Va cau c6 biét me da noi gi voi
t& khong?”

“Gi co?” Toi lo lang.

“Me td noi... me td cling khong thich d6 moc.”

“Sao?” T61 xoay ngudi, hd hoc moém nhin ¢6 ay.
y , y

“Ba t& cling vay.” Mit co ay do bumng 18n, va bay gio trong co ay lai
gidng Katie cia moi khi. “Ho hang nha t& ai ciing thé. Nhiéu nim nay, ho
déu phai vo nhu rat thich dd moc, hét nhu cau vay. Bay gio té méi hiéu moi
chuyén!” Giong co bdi roi. “Cau biét déy, Giang sinh nam ngoai t& moc
ting ba t& ca mot tAm phu sofa, va ba ndi rang bon trom da 1dy mat. Nhung

thé déy, bon trom nao lai di léy tAm phu sofa t& méc chu?”
“Katie, t& khong biét phai noi gi...”

“Emma, sao cdu khong néi vdoi t6? Sudt thoi gian do. TG cir lam
, . g
nhitng mén qua ngdé ngan ma moi nguoi khong thich.”

“O1 Chua o1, Katie, to xin 101!” t61 noi1, day an nan. “T¢ rat xin 101. To
chi... khong mudn lam cau budn.”

“T& biét cau co to ra tur t€. Nhung bay gio t& cam thay minh mdi ngu
: y y
ngoc lam sao.”

“Ca hai bon minh déu vay ca,” to1 no1 véi mot chat u €.
" . 9 %

Clra mé ra, va Wendy ¢ Phong Ké toan budc vao. Mot thoang ngap
ngimg khi ¢6 ta nhin chiing t6i, dinh mé miéng néi gi do, roi lai thoi, sau do
bién mét vao mot phong vé sinh.
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“Vay, cau khong sao chir?” Katie ha giong.
“T¢ khong sao,” t61 n6i va khé nhan vai. “Cau biét day...”

Duogc ro61. Toi rat on, to1 dang tron trong nha v¢ sinh thay vi doi mat
vo1 dong nghiép.

“Cau da noi chuyén voi Jack chua?” Katie ngap ngung.

“Chua. Anh ta giri cho t& vai bong hoa ngu ngdc. Nhu 13, 4, vy 1a 6n
ca nhé. Co 1€ anh ta con khong tu dat hoa ma bao Sven lam viéc dé cling

29

nén.
Cé tiéng giat nude, va Wendy budc ra.

“Day la loai mascara ma t¢ da nodi,” Katie voi vang noéi, dua cho toi
mot ong tuyp.

“Cam on,” to1 no1. “Cau no1 no... um... lam mi mat day lén va dai ra?”
Wendy ddo mat.

“Khong sao dau,” c6 ta noi. “Toi dau co nghe!” Co ta rira tay, lau kho,
ro1 hudng veé to1 cai nhin them thuong. “Emma nay, cd van hen ho véi Jack
Harper u?”

“Khoéng,” t6i dap coc 16c. “Anh ta loi dung va lira ddi t6i, va noi thyc,
t61 s& rat hanh phtic néu ca doi nay t6i khong phai nhin thiy anh ta nira.”

“O phai 1oi!” ¢d ta nodi vui vé. “Chi 13, t6i dang ban khodn, néu co lai
noi chuyén véi anh ay, licu ¢d co thé ndi giap t61 mot tieng veé chuyén to1 rat
muon dugc chuyén sang Phong PR khong?”

“Sao?” T61 than nguoi ra nhin ¢6 ta.

“Néu c6 c6 thé tinh co nhac dén chuyén d6. Rang t6i c6 k¥ nang giao

tiép t6t va toi nghi minh thue sy phu hop véi Phong PR.”
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Tinh cd nhic dén chuyén d6? Sao co, nhu 1a “Em khéng bao gio
mudn gip lai anh nita, Jack, va nhan thé, Wendy nghi rang co ay giéi PR”
u?

“To1 khong chac,” cudi cung té1 noi. “To1 chi... nghi rang d6 khong
phai 1a viéc t61 co thé 1am dugce.”

“To1 nghi co that ich ky, Emma,” Wendy noi, trong c6 vé bi xUc
pham. “T4t ca nhitng gi téi nho ¢o chi 13 nhiac dén chuyén t6i muén chuyén
sang Phong PR néu hai nguoi dé cap dén chu dé d6. Chi 1a nhic dén chuyén
do6 thoi, ¢ kho khan gi chu?”

“Wendy, di di!” Katie néi. “Dé Emma yén.”

“Téi chi nho o ay thoi!” Wendy noi. “Chac bay gio co nghi ¢o 6 vi
thé cao hon chiing t6i, phai khong?”

“Khong!” toi stng sot kéu 1én. “Khong phai nhu vay...” Nhung
Wendy da quay qua bo di.

“Tuyét,” to61 nod1, giong dot nhién run 1é€n. “Tuyét that. Gio thi bon ho
s€ ghét tg, bao gio cling vay.”

T6i hit that sdu va nhin minh trong guong. Tdi van khong sao tin ndi
1a moi chuyén lai 1on tung pheo 1én nhu thé. Moi diéu toi tin tudng hoa ra
déu 1a gid tao. Nguoi dan 6ng hoan hao cua t61 1a mdt ké log1 dung X4u xa.
Cudc tinh ldng man trong mo cua toi hoa ra chi 1a dbi tra. Toi di timg 1én
t6i dinh diém hanh phtic. Vay ma gid day toi chi 1a mot tha ngdc nghéch dé
nguoi ta cuoi cot va si nhuc.

Oi Chta oi. Mt toi lai bat diu rom rém.

“Cau khong sao ddy chtr, Emma?” Katie h6t hoang nhin toi. “Pay,
cam lay khan gidy nay.” Co ay luc loi trong ti dyng db trang diém. “Va
phan mat nay.”
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“Cam on,” t6i nudt vao khoé nhoc. Tdi cham lai phén mat, va budc
minh hit thé that sdu cho td1 khi hoan toan binh tinh lai.

“T& thay cau that diing cam,” Katie n6i trong khi van nhin t6i. “Té rat
stmg s6t khi thdy hém nay cdu van di lam. Néu 1a t¢ thi t& thay xdu ho

lam.”

“Katie,” t6i noi, quay sang co dy. “Hém qua moi bi mat c4 nhan, riéng
tu nhat cla t& di bi phét di trén truyén hinh.” Toi dang rong canh tay. “Sao
t& con c6 thé thay xau ho hon chuyén d6?”

“Co ay day ro1!” mot giong noi trong tréo vang 1én sau lung chin
y day . .
to1, va Caroline lao vao phong v¢ sinh. “Emma, bd me cau té1 day gap cau

'7,

nay

Khong. To1 khong tin chuyén nay. T61 khong tin chuyén nay.

B6 me dang dung canh ban lam vi¢c cua toi. Bb mic mot bo vest mau
xam banh bao, con me chai chudt trong mot chiéc 4o khoac trang va chan
vay mau xanh bién, va ca hai cing xach mot gié hoa. Ca phong dang nhin
ho chdm chim, nhu thé ho 1a mot loai sinh vat hiém vay. Gach bo cau do.
Bay gid ca phong lai quay dau sang nhin 16i.

“Chao me,” t061 n6i bang giong dot nhién tré nén khan khan. “Chao
b0.”

Ho lam gi ¢ day chua?

“Emma!” bo noéi, thtr dung giong vui vé quen thuoc. “BO me chi
nghi... s€ ghé qua gap con.”
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“Vang,” t0i noi, gat dau mo ho. Lam nhu thé day chi 1a mot sy kién
vO cung binh thuong.

“Bb me mang cho con mot mon qua nhod,” me noi vui vé. “Vai bong
hoa cho ban lam viéc ctia con.” Me ling tang dit gio hoa xudng. “Nhin ban
lam viéc cia Emma kia, Brian. Trong that sang trong! Nhin céi... may tinh
kia!”

y - > > ~ "
tinh té.”

“Va day la cadc dong nghiép cua con?” me ndi, mim cuod1 nhin quanh
y . .
van phong.

“Pai loai nhu vay,” t61 nd1, quac mat nhin Artemis cuo1 vui vé dap lai
. . . y) 2
me toi.

“Hom trude bd me vira noi chuyén,” me tiép tuc, “réng con nén tu
hao vé chinh minh, Emma. Khi lam viéc cho mot cong ty thé nay. Me chic
nhiéu c6 gai s& phai ghen ti v6i sy nghiép ciia con. Anh c6 dong y vay
khong, Brian?”

“Chac chan ro1!” bo noi. “Con da lam rat to6t, Emma.”

To1 vo cung kinh ngac, tham chi con khong mé miéng néi duge cau
gi. To1 bat gap anh mat cua bo, va bod hoi cuoi vung vé. Me thi tay hoi run
khi dat gi6 hoa xudng.

Ho dang cing thang, toi simg sot nhan ra. Ca hai déu cang thang.

T6i dang c6 ging hiéu chuyén nay thi Paul chot xuét hién ¢ cira vin
phong.

“Emma,” 6ng ta nhudng may. “Hinh nhu ¢6 dang c6 khach?”
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“O... dang vay,” t6i ndi. “Paul, day la... tm... b0 me t6i, Brian va
Rachel...”

“Rat han hanh,” Paul noi lich su.
“Chung t61 khong muon lam phién thém nita,” me voi va noi.

“Khong phién chut nao,” Paul n6i, va ban tding me¢ mdt nu cuoi quyén
rii. “Khong may, can phong ching toi thuong st dung cho nhimg budi gip
gd gia dinh lai dang dugc sang sura lai.”

“O!” me noi, khong chac la 6ng ta ¢ noi that hay khong. “Oi troi!”

“Emma nay, c6 c6 mudn dua bd me ra ngoai - ta c6 thé goi la an mot
bita trua s6m khong?”

To1 nhin dong hd. Mé1 muoi gio kém muoi 1am.

“Cam on, Paul,” to1 n61 day biét on.

Chuyén nay khong c6 that. Hoan toan khong c6 that.

Giira budi sang. L& ra toi phai ¢ chd lam. Thé ma thay vao do, toi lai
dang dao phd véi bd me, ban khoan khong biét chiing toi phai noi chuyén
quai quy gi voi nhau. To6i tham chi con khong nhd ndi lan cudi cung chi co
bb, me va t6i 1a khi nao nita. Chi ba ching t6i, khong c6 ong, Kerry hay
Nev. Cu nhu chiing t61 da quay ngugc tré lai muot lam ndm, hay gi d6 vay.

“Minh c6 thé vao day,” toi ndi, khi chiing t6i t6i trudc maot tiém ca
phé Y.

“Hay day!” bé nong nhi¢t dép, va day ctra md ra. “HOm qua bo me
thay ban con Jack Harper trén truyén hinh,” bé v& no61 nhu tinh co.
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“Anh ta khong phai ban con,” t61 tra 101 cut ngun, va bdé me li€c nhin
nhau.

Chiing t6i ngdi xubng mot chiéc ban gb, ngudi phuc vu mang thuc
don dén cho chung tdi, roi yén ling bao trum.

Oi Chua oi. Bay gid dén luot 6i cam thay cing thang.

“Vay...” toi bat dau, roi dimg lai. Diéu t6i mudn ndi 13, Tai sao bd me
lai & day? Nhung cau d6 nghe c6 vé hoi tho 16. Thay vao dé toi noi, “Cai gi
da... dua bd me dén London?”

“Bb me chi mudn téi thim con,” me noi, xem thuc don qua cap kinh
doc sach. “Cho t61 mot tach tra... hay cai gi day nhi? Mot ly cocktail ca phé
phu kem?”

“T6i mudn mot tach ca phé binh thuong,” bd noi, liéc nhin thuc don
va nhiu may. “Ho c6 loai nhu vay khong?”

“Neéu ho khong co, anh s€ phai uéng cappuccino bd bot,” me noi.
“Hoac espresso va bao ho cho thém nudc nong.”

T6i khong thé tin ndi chuyén nay. Ho di vuot hai trim dam dai toi
day. Vay ma chung toi s& ngdi day noi vé do udng noéng ca ngiy hay sao?

“0, noéi dén diy me maGi nhd,” me ndi vé tinh co. “B6 me mang cho
con mQt thtr nay, Emma. Phai vay khong, Brian?”

“Q... duoc r61,” toi ngac nhién. “Cai gi vay?”

“Mot chiéc xe,” me noi, va nhin 1én nguoi phuc vu vira xuat hién ¢
ban chung t6i. “Xin chao! T61 mudn dung mot cappuccino, chong t61 mudn
ca phé phin néu dugc, va Emma muén...”

“Mot chiéc xe u?” to1 lap lai ngd ngang.
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“Mot chiéc xe,” anh phuc vu ban nguoi Y lap lai, va nhin t61 nghi
ngo. “Co6 muodn dung ca phé?”

“Cho t61... mot cappuccino,” t01 noi lo dang.
“Va mot so loai banh ngot,” me no61 thém. “Grazie!”

“Me...” t6i dua tay 1én dau khi nguoi phuc vu di khuat. “Y me 12 sao,
bo me mang cho con mot chiéc xe?”

“Hoi mudn mét chat. Con nén c6 xe. O day khong an toan, may cai
xe buyt d6. Ong no6i dung.”

“Nhung... nhung con khong du tién chi trd cho mot cai xe,” t61 ngodc
nghéch noi. “Con thdm chi con khong... thé con sO tién con ng bo? Thé
con...”

“Quén so tien do di,” bo noi. “Ching ta s€ gili bo hét moi chuyén.”

“Sao?” To61 nhin b6 chdm cham, ngo ngac. “Nhung chung ta khong

thé lam thé! Con van ng bo...”

“Quén so6 tien do di,” bo noi, giong dot nhién sac bén. “B6 mudn con
quén hét chuyén do6 di, Emma. Con khong ng gi bé me c4. Khong gi hét.”

To1 thye sy khong thé tiép nhan noi toan bd chuyén nay. Toi boi roi
nhin tr b6 sang me. Sau do lai nhin bo. Ro1, rat tur tur, t61 chuyén sang nhin
me.

That la, nhung t6i c6 cam gidc nhu 1an dau tién trong bao nim nay
chung t6i nhin nhau triu mén. Nhu thé chung t6i dang gip nhau va chao hoi
va dai loai nhu... bat dau lai.

“B6 me dang ban khodn khong biét con nghi gi vé viéc di nghi vao
nam sau nhi,” me noi. “Véi1 bo me.”

“Chi c06... ching ta?” to1 no1, nhin quanh ban.
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“Chi ba chung ta, bd me nghi vay.” Me cuo1 ngap ngung. “Chac s€ rat
vui! Tat nhién con khong budc phai lam thé dau, néu con c6 ké hoach
khac.”

“Khong, con rat mudn!” To6i1 voi noi. “Con thyuc sy rat muon. Nhung...
nhung thé con...”

T6i tham chi con khong du can dam dé néi tén Kerry.
Mot thoang yén lang, bd me nhin nhau, r6i nhin di noi khac.

“Kerry giri 10i hoi tham con, tit nhién!” me vui vé néi, nhu thé da
hoan toan thay d6i cha dé. Me hang giong. “Con biét ddy, c6 1& nam t6i chi
ay s& di Hong Kong. Pi thim bd chi 4y. Phai t6i nam niam roi Kerry khong
gip bd, va c6 1& da dén lac ho... danh chit thoi gian bén nhau.”

“Vang,” t6i stmg sot néi. “Y tudng hay day.”

T6i khong tin ndi chuyén nay. Moi thtr da thay d6i. Ctt nhu thé ca gia
dinh da bi ném lén khong trung va roi xudng & nhitng vi tri khac nhau, va
khong con diéu gi gidong nhu trudc kia nira.

“Emma, b0 me cam thay rang,” bo noi, va dung lai. “B6 me cam
thay... c6 1€ bé me chua... c6 1€ bd me khong phai lic nao cling nhan thay...”
Bo6 dung lai gitra chung va xoa miii that manh.

“Cappuccino,” ngudi phuc vu noé1, dat mot tach trude mat toi. “Ca phé
phin, cappuccino... banh ca phé... banh chanh... s6 ¢6 la...”

“Cam on anh!” me cdt ngang. “Cam on anh rat nhiéu. Chung to1 sé ty
lo ligu tur day.” Nguoi phuc vu lai bién mat, va me nhin toi. “Emma, di€¢u bo
me muon noi la... bd me rat tu hao vé con.”

O1 Chua o1. O1 Chua o1, to1 nghi minh sap 0a khoc roi.

“Vang,” to1 cO gang noi.
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“Va bdo me...” bd bat dau. “Nghia 1a cd hai - me va bd...” BO hang
giong. “Bo me van ludn... va s€ ludn... ¢4 hai bd me...”

B& ngap ngimg, va thd kha manh. Toi khong dam ndi ra bat cir diéu

DY

gi.

“Piéu bo dinh noéi1 1a, Emma,” bo bat dau lai. “Nhu bo chac con... nhu
bo chic tat ca ching ta... nghia 1a...”

B6 dung lai 1an nita, va lay gidy an lau khuon mat toat mo hoi hot.
“Su that cua van dé 1a... 1a...”

“0O, hay ndi véi con gai dng la ong yéu no, Brian, du chi mot 1an trong
cai cuQc doi chét tiét cua ong!” me kéu lén.

“B0... bo... yéu con, Emma!” b6 ndi bang giong nghen lai. “O1 Chua
01.” BO x0a manh vao mat.

“Con cling yéu bd,” t61 noi1, co6 hong nghet lai. “Va me nira.”

“Anh thay day!” me noi, chAm nhe vao mat. “Em biét minh t6i day
khong phai sai 1Am ma!” Me niam chit tay to1, va toi nam chit tay bo, va
trong gidy lat tit ca chung toi bdi rdi 6m nhau.

“B6 me biét dy... chung ta déu 1a nhitng mat xich thiéng liéng trong
vong doi bat diét,” t6i noi khi cam xtac dot ngdt dang trao.

“Sao co?” Ca hai cung ngay ra nhin toi.

“Bo me dung dé y. Khong c6 gi dau.” Toi tha tay ra, uobng mot ngum
cappuccino, va nhin Ién.

Va tim t61 suyt ngurng dap. Jack dang ding & ctra tiém ca phé.
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Hai mweoi hai

Tim tdi dap thinh thich trong 16ng nguc khi t6i cham cham nhin anh
ta qua canh ctra kinh. Anh ta dua tay ra, canh ctra pinh mot tiéng, va dot
nhién anh ta da ¢ bén trong.

Khi anh ta budc veé phia ban chung t61, cam xtic cua t61 dot ngdt dang
1én. Day la ngudi dan 6ng ma téi tudong minh da yéu. Pay 1a nguoi dan 6ng
da loi dung t6i. Gid day khi con soc ban dau da tan dan, tat ca nhitng cam
giac dau don va tui nhyc ay lai chuc xam chiém lay t61 va lam t61 tan nat.

Nhung t61 s€ khong cho phép diéu do6. T61 s€ manh mé va binh tinh.

“L¢ anh ta di1,” t61 no1 vo1 bo me.

“Ai c0?” bo hoi, xoay nguoi trén ghe. “O!”

“Emma, anh muon no61 chuyén véi em,” Jack néi, vé mat day tha thiét.

“T61 khong muon noi chuyén voi anh.”

“Chau rat xin 161 da cat ngang.” Anh ta li€c nhin bd me. “Néu bon
chau co thé noi chuyén riéng mét chut.”

“To1 s€ khong di dau hét!” Toi gian dit. “To61 dang udng ca phé véi bo
me t01.”

“Xin em day.” Anh ta ngoi xudng chiéc ban bén canh. “Anh mudn
giai thich. Anh muon xin 161.”
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“Chang c6 cach nao dé giai thich cd.” To61 cau kinh nhin b6 me. “Hay
vO nhu anh ta khong c¢6 & do. Ta cur tiép tuc thoi.”

Yén lang. B4 me 1én nhin nhau, va toi c6 thé théy me thi thim gi do
v6i bb. Bat gip anh mat toi, me im ling, va ubng mot ngum ca phé.

“Ta hay... né1 chuyén thoi!” to1 tuyét vong noi. “Me.”
“Gi vay?” me hoi day hy vong.

Pau oc toi trong réng. Toi chang thé nghi duoc diéu gi. Tt ca nhiing
gi i c6 thé nghi t6i 1a Jack dang ngdi cach d6 mot mét.

“Dao nay me choi golf thé nao?”” cudi cung to61 noi.
: Yy mg
“Ciling... o6n ca. Cam on con.” Mg liéc Jack that nhanh.

“Dung c6 nhin anh ta!” t61 1am bam. “Thé con... thé con b6?” Toi
kién nhan néi to. “Thé bo choi thé nao?”

“Ciling... 0n ca,” b0 ndi cung nhac.
“Hai bac cho1 ¢ dau a?” Jack héi lich su.

“Anh khong dugc tham gia vao cudc ndi chuyén nay!” téi kéu Ién,
gian dir quay sang.

Yén lang.

“Tro1 dat!” me dot nhién kéu 1én bang giong gia tao. “Nhin dong ho
ma xem! DA dén luc bd me phai t6i.... trién 1dm diéu khic roi.”
> P

Sao chir?
“Rat vui duogc gap con, Emma...”

“B6 me khong thé di duoc!” Toi hoang hét. Nhung bd dd md vi va
dat mot to 20 bang 1€n ban, trong khi me dirng 1én mac 4o khoac.
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“Hay nghe cau ay thir xem,” me thi tham, ctii xuoéng hon toi.

“Tam biét, Emma,” bd noi, vung vé siét tay t6i. Va chi trong khoang
ba muoi gidy, ho da di mat.

T6i khong tin noi 14 ho lai lam vay véi toi.

“Vay,” Jack noi khi tiéng ctra dong lai.

T6i qua quyét xoay manh ghé, dé khong thé nhin thay anh ta.
“Emma, anh xin em ma.”

Tham chi con qua quyét hon, toi lai quay ghé 1an nita, cho t6i khi
nhin thang vao tudng. Piéu d6 s& cho anh ta thay.

Vén dé duy nhat 13, gio thi t6i khong thé véi duoc tach cappuccino.

“Pay.” Toi quay lai thi thdy Jack da xach ghé sang canh toi, va dang
dua tach ca phé cho toi.

“Hay dé toi yén!” toi gian dit noi, va dang vut day. “Chung ta chang
c6 gi dé noi ca. Khong gi hét.”

T6i cam tai lao ra khoi tiém ca phé, budc ra ngoai con phd dong duc.
Mot gidy sau, t6i cam thdy mot ban tay dit trén vai minh.

“It nhat chung ta co6 thé néi vé chuyén da xay ra...”

“N6i vé chuyén gi co?” Toi quay sang. “Cach anh d3 loi dung t6i u?
Cach anh da lira doi toi u?”

“Pugc thoi, Emma. Anh thira nhian di 1am em xau ho. Nhung...
chuyén c6 ghé gom dén vay khong?”

“Chuyén c6 ghé gobm dén vay khong u?” t61 gao 1€n, that khong sao
tin noi, va suyt lam ngd mot phu nit diy xe mua hang. “Anh budc vao cudc
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doi toi. Anh nhoi nhét cho toi ¥ tudng vé mot cude tinh ling man Lén lao.
Anh khién t6i yéu...” Toi dot ngot dung lai, thd hon hén. “Anh néi anh bi
t6i hit hon. Anh khién t6i... quan tdm dén anh... va toi tin anh ting 15i!”
Giong toi bat dau run rdy, mat kiém soat. “T6i da tin tat ca nhitng diéu do,
Jack. Nhung trong suét thoi gian d6, anh c¢6 dong co bi mat. Anh chi su
dung t6i cho nghién ctru ngu ngdc cua anh. Sudt thoi gian do, anh chi... lpi
dung t61.”

Jack nhin t61 sting so.

“Khoéng,” anh ta noi. “Khéng, chd da. Em hiéu 1am r6i.” Anh tim lay
tay toi. “Moi chuyén dau phai nhu vdy. Anh khong hé c¢6 ¥ dinh loi dung

29

em.
Sao anh ta lai c6 gan no6i thé nhi?

“R0 rang anh da 1o1 dung t61!” t61 noi1, giat manh tay khoi tay anh, dap
manh vao cai nat ¢ vach sang duong. “Ro rang anh lgi dung t61! Dung co
pht nhan rang anh khong néi dén toi trong budi phong van d6. Pung c6 phu
nhan rang lac d6 anh khéng nghi dén t6i.” Toi cam thdy mot con dau moi
day tui nhuc. “Moi chi tiét déu 4m chi t6i. Moi chi tiét khon kiép!”

“Duoc r0i.” Jack bop dau. “Pugce roi. Nghe ndy. Anh khong phu nhan
1 d3 nghi dén em. Anh khong pht nhan em d3 hién dién... Nhung diéu do
khong c6 nghia...” Anh ta nhin 1én. “Hau nhu liic ndo anh ciing nghi dén
em. Do 1a sy that. Anh luén nghi dén em.”

Pén sang duong bit dau kéu bip bip, ra hiéu cho ching t6i sang
duong. Pay 1a tin hi¢u cho t61 lao di va anh ta chay theo t61 - nhung ca hai
chung t6i déu khong nhuc nhich. Téi mudn lao di, nhung khong hiéu sao co
thé t6i lai khong 1am vay. Khong hiéu sao no lai mudn duoc nghe thém nira.

“Emma, khi Pete va anh bét tay gdy dung Panther, em biét bon anh
lam viéc thé nao khong?” P6i mat sim mau cta Jack thiéu dét toi. “Em biét
bon anh ra quyét dinh thé nao khong?”
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T61 khé nhiin vai theo kiéu néu-thich-thi-anh-cir-n6i-voi-toi.

“Linh cam. Li€u chung ta c6 mua thtr nay? Li¢u chung ta c6 thich thi
nay? Liéu ching ta c6 ting ho thir nay? Do 1a diéu bon anh héi nhau. Ngay
nao ciling vay, hét 1an nay dén 1an khac.” Anh ludng lu. “Trong vai tudn qua,
anh chim dam trong dong san pham méi danh cho phu nit. Va anh thay
minh luén ty hoi... liéu Emma c6 thich thr nay? Liéu Emma c6 udng thtr
nay? Liéu Emma c6 mua th nay?” Jack nhim mat gidy lat, r6i mo ra.
“Dung, em ¢ trong suy nghi cuia anh. Pung, em mang lai ¥ tuéng cho cong
viéc cua anh. Emma, cudc séng va cong viéc cua anh ludn bi 1an 16n. Do 1a
cach anh van séng va 1am viéc tir trude t6i nay. Nhung diéu d¢6 khong co
nghia 14 cudc doi anh khong thuc.” Anh ludng luc. “Piéu d6 khong co
nghia 1a nhiing gi chung ta da co... chung ta dang co... b6t thuc di chat

2

nao.
Anh hit mot hoi tho sau va dat tay vao tii quan.

“Emma, anh khong néi déi em. Anh khong nhdi nhét suy nghi nao
cho em. Anh bj em thu hut ngay gidy phut gip em trén chuyén bay do.
Ngay gidy phat em ngudc nhin anh va noéi ‘T6i tham chi con khong biét
minh c6 diém G khong!” Anh d4 bi cin cdu. Khong phai vi cong viéc... ma
bdi vi em. Boi vi con nguoi em. Tung chi tiét nho xiu.” Mot ny cuoi thoang
hién 18n trén mat anh. “Tir cach em chon 14 s6 tir vi mdi sang cho t41 cach
em viét 14 thu ctua Ernest P, Leopold. To1 ké hoach tap thé duc ctua em dan
trén tuong. TAt ca nhimg diéu d6.”

Anh nhin cta anh gan vao to61, va c6 hong to61 nghen lai. T61 v6 cung
boi ro1. Trong mot giay, t61 thay minh nao ning.

Chi trong mot giay.

“Tat ca my thir d6 déu that tuyét,” toi noi, giong run 1én. “Nhung
anh lam t6i x4u hd. Anh xtc pham t6i!” Toi xoay ngudi va bat dau sai bude
qua duong.
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“Anh khong dinh noi nhiéu dén vay,” Jack noi, di theo t6i. “Anh
khong dinh néi gi hét. Hay tin anh, Emma. Anh ciing hdi tiéc vé diéu dé
nhu em. Ngay khi anh dung lai, anh d& dé nghi ho bo doan d6 di. Ho da htra
v6i anh s& 1am vay. Anh d4...” Anh lic dau. “Anh khong biét nita, anh da bi
kich thich, anh bi cudn di...”

“Anh b1 cudn di?” T61 cam thay mot con gian mdi ua to1. “Jack, anh
phoi bay moi chi ti€t nhé vé t61!”

“Anh biét, va anh xin 101...”

“Anh néi véi ca thé gidi vé do 16t cua toi... cude song tinh duc cua
to1... tam ga giwong Barbie cua t01, vdy ma anh khong no1 voi ho chuyén do
that mia mai...”

“Emma, anh xin 101...”

“Anh néi vo1 ho t61 nang bao nhi€u can!” Giong to6i rit 1én. “Nhung

lai con noé1 sai nita cha!”
“Emma, thuc su anh rat xin 161...”

“Xin 16i chua du!” To6i dién cudng quay nguoi lai doi mit véi anh.
“Anh da lam hdéng cudc doi to1!”

“Anh da lam hong cudc doi em?” Anh nhin t6i la lung. “Cudc doi em
da bi lam hong sao? Chéng 1& dé moi nguoi biét su that vé em lai la mét
tham hoa dén vay?”’

“Toi... to1...” Trong gidy lat to1 lung ting. “Anh khdong biét chuyén gi
da xay ra voi to1 dau,” to1 noi, gio da chac chan hon. “Moi nguodi cudi cot
to1. Mo1 ngudi cham choc t61, ca van phong. Artemis tréu choc t6i...”

“Anh s& sa thai ¢ ta,” Jack cat ngang day cuong quyét.
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To1 sing sot dén noi1 suyt thi pha lén cudi nén danh gid vo ho. “Nick
cling tréu choc to1...”

“Anh ciing s& sa thai anh ta.” Jack nghi mot ltc. “Hay thé nay, bat ctr
ai tréu choc em, anh s€ sa thai ho.”

Lan nay toi khong thé khong cudi khiic khich.
“Anh s& chang con lai ai dau.”

“Vay cu thé di. Diéu do s& day cho anh mdt bai hoc. Day cho anh mét
bai hoc vi da qua vo tam.”

Trong mdt luc, ching t61 dirng nhin nhau dudi anh mat troi. Tim t61
dap don dap. To6i khong chic phai nghi gi nita.

“Co6 c6 muon mua vai bong thach nam may man khong?” Mgt phu nit
mac 4o len hong dot nhién gio canh hoa boc gidy kim loai vao mat to1, va
to1 lac dau céu kinh.

“Thach nam may man khong, thua ngai?”

“To1 s€ lay ca gio,” Jack noi. “To61 nghi t61 can dén nd.” Anh moc vi,
dua cho nguoi phu nit hai to 50 bang, va lay cai gio tu tay ba ta. Trong sudt
thdi gian d6, mat anh van khong rdi mat toi.

“Emma, anh mudn bu dip chuyén ndy cho em,” anh noi, khi nguoi
phu nit voi v bude di. “Liéu chung ta c6 thé an trua? Udng gi d6? Mot ly
sinh tb chang?” Mat anh thoang mot nét cuoi, nhung t61 khong cuoi lai. To1
bbi roi dén murc khong cuoi ndi. Toi o thé cam thdy mot phan trong toi bat
dau diu bét, t6i c¢6 thé cam thady mot phan trong toi bat dau tin anh. Mubn
tha thir cho anh. Nhung dau 6c t6i van r6i boi. Moi chuyén van khong 6n ¢
dau do.

“Em khong biét,” to1 no1 va xoa miii.
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“Moi chuyén d rat tuyét, trude khi anh phai di va 1am hong bét hét.”
“That vay sao?” to1 noi.

“Chang 1& khong phai vay sao?” Jack ludng lu, nhin t6i qua gié hoa
thach nam. “Anh lai nghi la vay.”

Pau 6c toi kéu ong ong. C6 nhirng diéu toi can phai néi. Co nhiing
diéu toi can phai 1am rd. Mot suy nghi két tinh trong dau ti.

“Jack... anh da lam gi & Scotland? Lan dau chung ta gip nhau ay.”

Ngay 1ap tirc, vé mat Jack thay d6i. Mt anh trd nén khép kin va anh
nhin di chd khéc.

“Emma, anh sg minh khong thé n61 véi em dicu do.”
“Tai sao lai khong?” t61 noi, c6 gang to ra nhe nhang.
“Chuyén do... phuc tap 1am.”

“Vay duogc thoi.” T61 nghi mdt luc. “Anh da lao di dau vao dém hém
d6, cting voi Sven 4y? Khi anh phai bo do cudc hen cia chung ta.”

Jack thé dai.
“Emma...”

“Thé con cai dém anh nhan nhiing cudc goi d6? La vé chuyén gi
vay?”’

Lan nay, Jack tham chi chang budn tra 10i.

“Em hiéu rdi.” T6i vubt toc, cd ging gitt binh tinh. “Jack, da bao gio
anh nhan thay trong sudt thoi gian chiung ta ¢ bén nhau, anh hau nhu chang
ké cho em diéu gi vé ban than minh khong?”
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“Anh doan... anh 1a kiéu ngudi kin ddo,” Jack noéi. “Chuyén d6 co gi
ghé gom dau?”

“Do 1a chuyén 16n d61 voi em. Em chia sé moi diéu voi anh. Nhu anh
noi. Moi suy nghi, moi lo lang, moi thr. Vay ma anh chang chia sé v41 em
di€u gi hét.”

“Khong dung...” Anh budc veé phia trude, van cam cai gio hoa khong
16, va vai canh thach nam roi xuong dat.

“Thi gin nhu ching c6 gi.” Toi kh& nham mit, cb ging suy nghi 1d
rang. “Jack, céac mbi quan h¢ phai dya trén sy tin twong va binh déng. Néu
mot nguoi chia sé, nguoi kia ciing nén chia sé. Y em 14, anh tham chi con
khong néi v6i em anh s& 1én truyén hinh.”

“P6 chi 1a mot cude phong van ngu ngde, vi Chaal” Mot ¢ gai xach
sau chiéc thi mua hang lai lam roi vai canh thach nam nita ra khoi cai gio
cua Jack, va anh gian dir vit n6 vao gié xe cia mot nguoi dua thu di ngang
qua. “Emma, em phan tng hoi qua r6i.”

“Em no61 vo1 anh moi bi mat cia em.” T61 budng binh. “Anh ching
no1 véi em mot bi mat nao hét.”

Jack tho dai.

“Du réat ton trong em, Emma, anh nghi chuyén nay c6 d6i chit khac
biét...”

“Sao?” T61 strng sot nhin anh. “Tai sao... tai sao lai khac cha?”

“Em phai hiéu. Cudc sdng ciia anh c6 nhimg diéu kha nhay cam...
phuc tap... rat quan trong...”

“Con em thi khéng?” Giong toi nd tung nhu tén Itra. “Anh nghi nhiing
bi mat cia em khong quan trong bang nhiing bi mat cia anh? Anh nghi em
it ton thuong hon khi anh budt ra nhitng diéu d6 trén truyén hinh?” Ngudi
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t6i run ray vi gian dit va vi that vong. “Em cho rang d6 1a vi anh that to 16n
va quan trong con em - em 1a gi, ha Jack?” Tbi c6 thé cam thdy mat minh
nhoe nudc. “Mot co gai chang co gi dic biét? Mot ‘co gai binh thudng,
chang co gi dic biét’?”

Jack cau mit, va t6i c6 thé thdy minh di danh tring dich. Anh nham
mat va trong mot i 1au t6i da nghi anh s& khong noi gi.

“Anh khong dinh dung nhiing tir do,” anh noéi, bop tran. “Ngay gidy
phut anh noi nhitng tir d6, anh uéc gi c6 thé lay lai. Anh di... anh da c6
gang goi 1én diéu gi d6 rat khac véi... kiéu hinh anh d6. Anh nhin lén.
“Emma, em phdi biét anh khong co y...”

“Em s& hoi anh mét 1an nita!” toi ndi, tim dap nhu danh tréng. “Anh
da lam gi & Scotland?”

Yén lang. Khi bat gip anh mat Jack, toi biét anh s& khong noi voi toi.
Anh biét diéu nay quan trong ddi véi toi nhung anh van khong cho toi biét.

“DPugc thoi,” to1 no1, giong hoi lac di. “Puoc thoi. RO rang em khong
quan trong nhu anh. Em chi 13 mét ¢6 gai mua vui cho anh trén chuyén bay
doé va mang lai ¥ tudng cho cong viéc cua anh.”

“Emma...”

“Van dé 1a, Jack, do khong phai mdt mbi quan hé thuc su. Mot mbi
quan hé thyc sy phai la mbi quan hé hai chiéu. Mot moi quan hé¢ thyc sy
phai dya trén sy binh dang. Va tin tuong.” Toi nubt cuc nghen & ¢6. “Vi thé
sao anh khong di yéu mot nguoi ngang hang véi anh, mot nguoi anh c6 thé
chia sé nhirg bi mat quy gia ctia anh? Béi vi rd rang anh khong thé chia sé
vo1 em.”

To1 quay ngodt di trude khi anh c6 thé noi bat ctir di€u gi khac, va bo
di - hai hang nudc mat chay dai xudng ma - giam 1én canh thach nam may
man dudi chan.
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Mai t61 mudn hom doé té61 maoi vé nha. Nhung t61 van con nhure nhoi vi
cudc tranh luan vura ro61. Pau t61 ong ong, va tdéi cam thay minh c6 thé oa
khoc bat ctr ltc nao.

T6i mo cira can ho thi thdy Lissy va Jemima dang tranh lun gay gat
vé quyén dong vat.

“Bon chon vizon thich duge lam thanh 4o khoéc...” Jemima dang noi
khi t61 m& cua phong khach. Co ta dung lai gitra chung va nhin lén.
“Emma! Cau 6n ca day chu?”

“Khong.” T6i1 tha nguoi xudng sofa, quan vao nguoi tam phil ma me
Lissy tang co ay hoi Giang sinh. “T¢ vira ¢c6 mot cudc tranh cai dit doi voi
Jack.”

“VéiJack a?”

“Cau gap anh ta?”

“Anh 4y t6i... dé xin 15i, té cho 1a vay.”

Lissy va Jemima nhin nhau.

“Chuyén gi dd xay ra thé?” Lissy noi, 6m dau gbi. “Anh ta ndi gi?”

T6i yén lang trong vai gidy, cd nhd chinh xdc xem anh dy di noi gi.
Bay gid tit ca da rdi nhu mot md bong bong trong dau toi.

“Anh 4y nodi... anh ay khong bao gio dinh loi dung t&,” cudi cing toi
noi. “Anh ay néi t& luén hién dién trong suy nghi cta anh 4y. Anh iy néi sé
sa thai tat ca nhitng nguoi nao trong cong ty di tréu choc t6.” Toi khong thé
khong cuoi chut xiu.
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“That sao?” Lissy noi. “Troi1. That kha l1ang...” Co6 ay ho, va lam vé
mit hoi 16i. “Té xin 161.”

“Anh 4y néi anh 4y thuc sy héi tiéc vi nhiing gi da xay ra, va anh ay
khong dinh noi tat ca nhimg diéu do trén truyén hinh, va tinh yéu cua bon
td... Ma thoi. Anh ay néi rat nhiéu. Nhung 76i anh ay néi...” Tim toi dap
manh vi con phin nd mai. “Anh 4y noéi bi mat cta anh 4y quan trong hon
cua tg.”

C¢ tieng tho hon hén day gian dir.
“Khong thé nao!” Lissy noi.
“Thang khon!” Jemima no6i. “Bi mat nao chtt?”

“Té hoi anh Ay chuyén ¢ Scotland. Va chuyén voi va bo di khi dang
hen ho véi t6.” Toi bat gip anh mat Lissy. “Va ca nhitng chuyén anh Ay
khong bao gio noi voi té nira.”

“Va anh ta da noi1 gi?” Lissy hoi.

“Anh ay khong noi vdi t6.” Lai mot 1an nita toi cam thay dau dén vi
bi xtc pham. “Anh 4y néi chuyén d6 qua “té nhi va phuc tap’.”

“Té nhj va phikc tap?” Jemima nhin t61 cham cham, kich dong. “Jack
c6 bi mat t& nhj va phtrc tap? Cau chua tirng noi dén diéu nay! Emma,
chuyén nay that hoan hao. Hiy tim hiéu xem bi mat d6 1a gi - va sau d6 hay
phoi bay ra!”

T6i nhin ¢6 ta cham chim, tim dap manh. Chua o1, c6 ta noi dung.
Toi ¢6 thé 1am diéu do. Toi c6 thé tra thu Jack. To6i ¢ thé lam anh ta dau
dén nhu anh ta da lam t61 dau don.

“Nhung t& khong biét bi mat d6 1a gi,” cudi cung t6i 1én tiéng.
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“Cau c6 thé tim ra!” Jemima noéi. “Chuyén d6 dé ma. Van dé 1a cau
biét anh ta dang che giau diéu gi do.”

“Chac chan phai c6 diéu gi mo dm,” Lissy traim ngam. “Anh ta nhan
ngan ay cu dién thoai ma khong hé rang noi gi, anh ta voi va bo di day bi an
khi dang hen ho...”

“Anh ta voi vd bo di day bi 4n?” Jemima no6i thém thudng. “Bi dau?
Anh ta ¢6 n6i gi khong? Cau c6 nghe 16m dugce gi khong?”

“Khong!” t6i néi, hoi doé mat. “Tat nhién 1a khong. T khong khong
bao gio nghe lom!”

Jemima nhin sat vao mat toi.

“Dlmng ¢6 noi diéu dé véi td. C6 day. Cau da nghe duoc gi d6. Nao,
Emma. Chuyén gi vay?”

Trong dau t6i hién lai nhitng hinh anh ctia budi t6i hom dé. Ngbi trén
ghé, udng ly cocktail hong. Gid thoi trén mat, Jack va Sven néi chuyén that
kh€ sau lung t0i...

“Chang co6 gi nhi€u,” to1 ludong ly noi. “Té nghe thay anh ta noi gi do
vé viéc chuyén thir gi do... va K& hoach B... va cai gi d6 khan cap...”

“Chuyén cai gi co?” Lissy nghi ngd. “Chuyén tién u?”
“T& khong biét. Va ho noi gi d6 vé viéc bay trd lai Glasgow.”
Jemima trong cuc ky kich dong.

“Emma, t& khong tin noi chuyén nay. Sudt thoi gian vira r6i cau van
c6 thong tin nay? Pay chic hin 1a cai gi d6 1y thu day. Chic chéin 1a vay.
Gia ma cdu biét nhiéu hon.” C6 ta thot ra gian dir. “Cau khong mang theo
may ghi am Dictaphone hay gi do sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tat nhién 1a khong!” t6i noi va hoi pha 1én cuoi. “Pé 1a mot cudc
hen ma! Cau c6 thuong mang theo may ghi am khi...” Toi nd1 nhé dan khi
thdy vé mit co ta. “Jemima, cau khong lam thé ddy chu?”

“Khong phai /uon luon,” c6 ta nd1, voi cai nhin vai vé bao chita. “Chi
khi t& nghi no c6 thé can thiét. Du sao, chuyén d6 chang lién quan. Van dé
1a, cau co6 thong tin, Emma. Cau c6 quyén luc. CAu tim hiéu xem toan bo
chuyén nay 1a thé ndo - r6i sau d6 hay phoi bay hét ra. Piéu do sé cho 6ng
chu Jack Harper mot bai hoc. Diéu d6 sé giup cdu tra thu!”

T6i nhin vé mit cuong quyét ctia Jemima, va trong gidy lat cam giac
ho6 hoi day phan khich va manh mé tran khap co thé t6i. Diéu d6 s& mé mat
cho Jack. Roi anh ta s& thdy. Khi d6 anh ta s& héi tiéc! Khi d6 anh ta sé& thay
t6i chang phai 1a mot c6 gai tim thudng. Roi anh ta s& thay. Réi anh ta s&
thay.

“Vay...” To1 liem moi1. “T¢ s€ lam diéu do bang cach nao?”

“Trude tién, ching ta c6 gang tu suy ludn cang nhiéu cang tot,”
Jemima noi. “Sau do, t& s€ ti€ép can nhitng nguoi... c6 thé gitp ta cd thém
thong tin.” Co6 ta hoi nhay mat vai toi. “Bi mat.”

“Tham tir tu?” Lissy hoai nghi. “Cau néi thuc ddy chua?”

“R01 ching ta s€ phoi bay bi mat cuia anh ta! Me t& c6 di cac moi
y
quan h¢ véi gidi bao chi...”

Pau t6i ong ong. Chang 18 toi dang thuc su néi vé chuyén nay? Chang
1€ t61 dang thuc sy noi vé chuyén tra thu Jack?

“Mot noi rat tot dé bat dau la thung rac,” Jemima néi thém véi vé
hiéu biét. “Ta c6 thé tim thay du thir chi bang cach nhin vao thung rac cua ai
do.”

Va dot nhién sy tinh tdo bay vao qua cura so.
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“Thung rac?” To6i hoang s¢. “Té s& khong luc loi bat ctr cai thung rac
nao dau! Trén thuc té, t& s& khong lam chuyén nay, chdm hét. D6 1a mot y
tuong dién ro.”

“Nao, cau dung co6 té ra kiéu cach nhu vay, Emma!” Jemima cay ddc

: 4y, Yy doc,
kh€ hat toc vé dang sau. “Cau con cach nao khac dé€ tim hi€u bi mat ctia anh
ta cha?”

“C6 18 t& khong muon tim hiéu bi mat ctia anh 4y,” t6i phan Gng, cam
thdy tu hao. “C6 18 t& khong quan tam.”

Toé1 quan tam phu chdt hon quanh nguoi, r61 dau kho nhin xudng
mong chan.

Ct cho 1a Jack c6 mdt bi mat to 1é6n ma anh khong thé chia sé v&i toi.
Pugc thoi. Ca dé anh gilt bi mat do. Toi s€ khong ha minh ma dao xa61 bi
mat d6 1én. Toi s& khong bat dau rinh mo quanh thung rac. Toi khong quan
tam bi mat d6 1a gi. Toi khong quan tAm dén anh ta.

“Té mudn quén chuyén nay di,” t61 noi. “Té mudn tiép tuc song.”

“Khoéng dau!” Jemima dép lai. “Pung c6 ngde thé, Emma. Day 1a co
hoi 16n dé cau tra thu. Chung ta gcin tom dugc anh ta r6i.” Téi chua ting
théy Jemima sbi n6i dén nhu vay. Co ta luc loi trong ti va 161 ra mdt cudn
) Smythson mau tim hoa ca, cung vdi mot chiéc but Tiffany. “Puoc, vay
chung ta biét gi nao? Glasgow... K& hoach B... chuyén...”

“Panther khong c¢6 vin phong ¢ Scotland, phai khong?” Lissy tram
ngam.

T6i quay dau sang nhin co ay day hoai nghi. C6 iy dang viét nguéch
ngoac trén mot tap gidy to phap 1y, v6i dung cai nhin ban khoan khi giai

29 ¢¢

nhiing cau do tri tu¢ do. Toi co thé thay tur “Glasgow”, “chuyén”, va “Ké
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hoach B”, va mdt chd ma c6 ay viét 1on xon may chit cai trong tu
“Scotland” va c6 gang tao ra mot tor mai tir nhitng chit cai do.

Vi Chua.
“Lissy, cau dang lam gi vay?”

“T¢ chi... nghich v van thoéi,” ¢6 ay noi, va do mat. “Té nén di tim
hiéu vai thu trén Internet, chi vi to0 mo thoi.”
“Nghe nay, hay thoéi di, ca hai cau!” t61 noi. “Néu Jack khong mudn

noi vai td bi mat cua anh ta... vay thi t& cling khong mudn biét.”

Dot nhién toi cam thay hoan toan kiét qué sau ngdy hom nay. Va ton
thuong. T6i khong quan tim dén cudc séng bi mat cua Jack. Toi khong
mudn nghi dén chuyén d6 nita. Toi muén tim nudc nong that lau, di nga va
quén rang minh di timg gip anh ta.
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Hai mwoi ba

Ngoai trir viéc tat nhién t6i khong thé.

T6i khong thé quén Jack. Toi khong thé quén cudc cii 16n cua chung

Guong mit anh c lién tuc xuat hién trong dau t6i du toi khong mudn.
Cach anh nhin t6i trong nang, mit anh nhan lai. Cach anh mua gié thach
nam may man do.

T6i nam trén giudng, tim dap manh, hoi tudng lai nhitng hinh anh d6
hét 1an nay dén 1an khac. Cam nhan cung ndi dau dén vi ton thuong do.
Cung ndi that vong do.

To61 da no1 véi anh moi di€u vé chinh t61. Moi diéu. Thé ma anh
khong no1 véi to1 lay mot...

Ma thoi. Ma thoi.
To1 khong quan tam.

T6i s& khong nghi vé anh nita. Anh c6 thé 1am diéu anh thich. Anh ctr
giit 14y nhirng bi mat ngu ngdc d6 cua anh.

Chuic anh may man. Thé 14 hét. Anh ra khoi dau toi.
Ra d1 mai mai.

To1 nhin cham cham 1én tran nha t61 dén trong vai phut.
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Du sao, v anh 1a gi nhi? Chang 1é dé moi ngueoi biét sw thit vé em lai
mot tham hoa dén nhu vay?

Anh ta d3 néi thé. Anh ta c6 thé noi thé. Ngai Bi An. Ngai Té nhi
Phure tap.

L¢ ra t61 phai noi diéu do. L€ ra to1 phai noi...

Khéng. Pimg nghi vé diéu d6 nita. Hay thoi nghi vé anh ta. Moi
chuyén da hét.

Sang hom sau, khi budc vao bép pha mot tach tra, téi da rat quyét
tam. Tur by gid toi tham chi s& khong nghi vé Jack. Finito. Fin. Cham hét.

“Nay nhé. TG c6 ba gia thuyét.” Lissy thé hon hén chay dén cira bép,
van mic pyjama, trong tay 13 tap gidy.

“Sao co0?”” T61 nhin 1én mét moéi.
“Bi mat 16n cua Jack. To co6 ba gia thuyét.”

“Chi co6 ba thoi sao?” Jemima noi, xuat hién dang sau trong chiéc 4o
choang ngi mau trang, ndm chat quyén s6 Smythson. “T& ¢ tdm!”

“Tam?” Lissy nhin ¢6 ta cham cham, cam thay bi si nhuc.

“Té khong mudn nghe cac gia thuyét,” to1 noi. “Nghe nay, ca hai cau,
chuyén nay thuc sy dau don doi voi td. Chang 1€ cac cau khong thé ton
trong cam xuc cua t& va thoi chuyén nay di sao?”

Ca hai ngan ra nhin t61 mt giay, r61 quay sang nhin nhau.
“Tam?” Lissy noi lai 1an nira. “Sao cau c6 té1 tam?”

“Dé nhu bdn. Nhung t§ chic nhiing gia thuyét cua cau ciing rat hay,”
Jemima noéi vé tur te. “Sao cau khong noéi trude di?”
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“Puoc thoi,” Lissy hoi buc minh, va hing giong. “Thi nhat: Anh ta
chuyén ca cong ty Panther t6i Scotland. Anh ta téi d6 dé tham do, va khong
mudn ciu lan truyén tin dén. Thi hai: Anh ta dinh liu dén mot vu gian lan
nao do...”

“Sao co?” T61 nhin c6 ay cham cham. “Tai sao cau lai né1 vay?”

“Té tra tén nhirng kiém toan vién da kiém toan céac tai khoan gan day
nhat cia cong ty Panther, va may ngudi d6 c6 dinh vao mét vu scandal 16n.
Chuyén d6 khong chitng minh duoc diéu gi, nhung néu anh ta hanh dong
mo am va ndi vé viéc chuyén...” Co ay chun mat. Toi nhin ¢6 4y chong
choc, cam thay chung hing.

Jack 1a ké gian 1an? Khong. Khong thé nao. Khong thé.

Du sao toi ciing hoi dau chang quan tam.

“Liéu t& c6 thé noi rang ca hai gia thuyét do6 déu cé vé bat hop ly
khong?” Jemima noéi, va nhuéng may.

“Vay gia thuyét ciia cdu la gi?” Lissy cau kinh.

'7,

“Phau thuat thAm my, tat nhién!” co ta dic thing. “Anh ta nang mat

va khong mudn bat cir ai biét, vi thé anh ta nghi ngoi ¢ Scotland. Hon nita
t& biét chit B trong K& hoach B 13 gi.”

“Sao?” To1 ngd vuc.

“Botox!” Jemima vung tay no1. “D¢6 1a Iy do anh ta voi va di khi dang
hen ho véi cau. BE lam nhan né€p nhan. Bac si dot nhién c6 cudc hen bd
sung, vi thé ban anh ta t&1 nd1 vo1 anh ta...”

Jemima té1 tr hanh tinh nao vay?

“Jack s€ khong bao gio dung Botox!” t61 noi. “Hay nang mat!”
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“Cau khong biét diéu do!” Co ta trao cho t61 mot cai nhin hiéu biét.
“Hay so sanh mot buc anh gan day cua Jack véi mot birc anh cii, va té ca
rang cau s€ thay su khac biét...”

“Duoc thdi, 6 Marple,” Lissy noi, ddo mat. “Thé con bay gia thuyét
kia thi sao?”

“Pé té xem...” Jemima 1at mot trang trong cudn s6. “Duoc thoi, gia
thuyét nay kha hay. Anh ta thudc gidi mafia.” C6 ta ding lai dé tao hiéu
mg. “Cha anh ta bi ban, va anh ta 1én ké hoach giét ké dimg dau moi gia
dinh khac.”

“Jemima, do la phim Bo gia,” Lissy noi.

“0.” Co ta c6 vé bdi roi. “Té ciing nghi nd cd vé quen quen.” Co ta
gach di. “Vay thi day 1a mot gia thuyét khac. Anh ta c6 mot nguoi anh trai
tu ky...”

“Phim Rain Man.”

“0. Khi that.” C6 ta chun mat va nhin lai vao danh sach. “Vay thi 1ot
cudc cling khong phai cai nay... hay cai nay...” Co ta bit dau gach bot.
“Puoc thoéi. Nhung t& con c¢6 mot gia thuyét nira.” Co ta ngang dau lén.
“Anh ta c6 mot phu nir khac.”

T6i nhin ¢o ta cham cham, cam thay choang vang. Mot phy nir khac.
T6i chwa bao gid nghi dén diéu do.

“Do cling 1a gia thuyét cudi cung cua td,” Lissy ndi véi vé ay nay.
“Mot nguot phu nit khac.”

“Ca hai cau déu nghi c6 mot ngudi phu nit khac sao?” T6i nhin tir
guong mat nay sang guong mat kia. “Nhung... nhung tai sao?”

Dot nhién toi thdy minh that nho bé. Va ngu ngde. Licu Jack co dua
cot v6i t6i trong sudt thoi gian d6 khong? Liéu toi c6 ngdy tho hon minh
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nghi khong?

“DoO co vé nhu 1a mot 101 giai thich hgp 1y,” Jemima nhin vai noi.
“Anh ta c6 mdi quan h¢ bi mat vo1 mot phu nit & Scotland. Anh ta dang bi
mat t&1 tham co ta thi gap ciu. Co ta ctr lién tuc goi cho anh ta, co 1€ ho cai
co, sau do co ta bat ngd to1 London, vi thé anh ta voi va bo di trong lic
dang hen véi cau.”

Lissy liéc nhin guong mit dau dén cia toi.

“Nhung ciing c6 thé anh ta dinh chuyén cong ty,” cd 4y néi dé dong

vién t01. “Hodc dinh vao mot vu gian 1an nao do.”

“T¢ khong quan tam anh ta dang lam gi,” t61 n61, mat do bung. “Do 1a
viéc cua anh ta. Va anh ta ctr viéc lam gi minh muon.”

Toi1 lay mot binh sira ra khoi ta lanh va dong sap ctra tu, ban tay hoi
run ray. T€ nhi va phtc tap. C6 khi nao d6 1a mat ma cua viéc “Toi dang
hen ho v1 mot nguoi khac?”

Um, duoc thoi. Cr dé anh ta ¢6 ngudi phu nit khac. Toi khong quan
tam.

“Do cling 1a viéc cua cqu!” Jemima noi. “Néu cau muodn tra thu...”
01, vi Chua.

“T& khong muon tra thu, duge chir?” toi ndi, quay nguoi lai dbi dién
v6i ¢o ta. “Chuyén d6 khong hay ho gi. Té muén... chita lanh vét thuong va
tiép tuc séng.”

“Dung the, va cho phép té ndi voi cau mot tir khac cua tra thu nhé?”
co ta phan phao vo1 vé ngac-nhién-chua. “Két thiac!”

“Jemima, két thuc va tra thu khong han 1a mot,” Lissy néi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Theo sach cia td thi c6 ddy.” Co ta trao cho t6i mot cai nhin cam
dong. “Emma, cu 1a ban t6, va t& s& khong dé cau ctr ngdi d6 ma cho phép
minh bi doi xtr toi t& bai mot g khon kiép nao d6 dau. Anh ta dang phai tra
gia. Anh ta dang bi trung phat!”

To1 nhin Jemima cham cham, cam thay mdt chut e sg.

“Jemima, cdu s€ khong lam bat ctr di€u gi lién quan dén chuyén nay
dau.”

“Tat nhién t& s€ lam,” co ta ndi. “T¢§ s€ khong ding ngoai nhin cau

',7

dau khd dau. Cai do goi la tinh chi em, Emma

Oi Chua oi. T6i hinh dung canh Jemima luc 191 thung rac cua Jack
trong bd vest Gucci. Hay cao xudc xe cua anh bang cai gilia mong tay.
“Jemima... dimg 1am bat cir diéu gi,” t6i hoang hot noi. “Xin ding. TS
khong mudn ciu lam vay.”

“Cau nghi cau khong muon. Nhung sau nay cau s€ cam on té...”

“Khong dau! Jemima, cau phai hira vdi t¢ rang cau s€ khong lam di€u
g1l ngu ngoc.”

Co ta nghién chat ham day vé chéng doi.

“Hay hua di!”

“Puogc 16i,” cudi cung Jemima cling noi, va dao mat. “Té hira.”
“Cau ay lam d4u thanh gia sau lung,” Lissy quan sat.

“Sao?” To1 tron mat nhin Jemima vao1 vé hoai nghi. “Hay hara cho tur
té! Hay the trén thr gi d6 ma cau vo6 cung yéu thich.”

“Oi Chta oi,” Jemima sung sia. “Pugc thoi, cau théng. Té thé trén
chiéc ti da ngua Miu Miu cta t§. TS sé& khong 1am gi hét. Nhung ciu dang
pham mot sai 1am 16n, ciu biét déy.”
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Co ta thong tha di ra khdi phong, va to1 quan sat ¢ ta véi doi chat but
rut.

“Co gai @6 ding 1a c6 van dé than kinh,” Lissy noi, tha ngudi xudng
ghé. “Tai sao chiing ta lai dé co ta vao ddy & ciing co chtr?” C6 ay udng mot
ngum tra. “A, t& nhé ra rdi. D6 1a boi vi bd ¢ ta tra trude ho ching ta mot
nim tién thué nha.” C6 ay nhan thiy vé mit cua toi. “Cau khong sao diy
chua?”

“Cau co nghi co ta s€ gay ra chuyén gi do voi Jack khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a khong dau,” Lissy an ui t6i. “C6 ta chi noi thé thoi. Co
18 ¢6 ta s& gap mot dira ban ngdc nghéch, roi s& quén bang chuyén nay ngay
ay ma.”

“Cau noi dung.” Toi ril bo bst ndi lo. “Cau nédi diing.” To6i cam tach
tra 1én va yén lang nhin né moét luc. “Lissy, cau co thuc sy nghi bi mat cua
Jack 1a mot nguoi phu nir khac khong?”

Lissy ha hoc miéng.

“Du sao, t¢ khong quan tam,” t61 no1 thém vé ngang nganh, trudce khi
co Ay kip tra 10i. “T¢ khong quan tdm bi mat d6 1a gi.”

“Tat nhién ro1,” Lissy noi, va cuoi voi to1 day thong cam.

Khi tdi toi vin phong, Artemis ngang 1én khoi ban vai cai nhin lanh
loi.

“Chao Emma!” Co6 ta cuoi tuy man véoi Catherine. “Gan day co doc
quyén sach tri tu¢ nao khong?”
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O, ha ha ha. R4, rat hai hude. Moi nguoi khac ¢ chd 1am d3 chan tréu
t6i. Chi con Artemis van nghi chuyén d6 hay ho lam.

“Thuc ra, Artemis, to1 c6 doc déy,” to1 vira no1 vui vé vira coO1 40
khoac. “Toi méi doc mot quyén sach rat hay, co tén 1a ‘Phai lam gi néu
dong nghiép ciia ban 1a mot con bo cai hom hinh chuyén mén ngody miii
khi co6 ta tuong khong c6 ai nhin’.”

Tiéng cudi ha ha lan khip van phong, con Artemis thi d6 mat tung
bung.

“T61 dau co6 lam thé!” ¢o ta vo1 va.

“To1 ¢o bao c6 lam vay dau,” to1 dap lai ngdy tho, va bat may tinh
bang mét ctr chi khoa truong.

“Sén sang toi cudc hop chua, Artemis?” Paul noi, caAm cap va mot
quyén tap chi budc ra khoi vin phong. “Nhan thé, Nick,” 6ng ta nodi thém
vé de doa. “Trudc khi toi di, phién anh cho t6i biét, cai quai gi xui khién ma
anh lai quang cao thanh keo Panther trén...” dng ta nhin lai trang bia, “tap
chi Bowling Monthly? T6i cho rang chinh anh quang céo, vi ddy la san
pham ctia anh?”

Tim t6i thot lai, va toi ngang dau lén. Khon that. Khén hon ca khén.
T6i chang bao gio nghi Paul s& phat hién ra chuyén do.

Nick ban cho t61 mot cai nhin ham he va t61 lam vé mat dau kho dap
lai.

“Thi...” anh ta bit ddu mot cach hung hing. “Thanh keo Panther diing
1a san pham cia toi. Nhung thyc té 13...”

Oi Chua oi. Toi khong thé dé anh ta nhan 13i thay toi.

“Paul,” t61 no1 giong run run, rut ré gio tay lén. “Thuc ra, dé 1a...”
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“Bé1 vi to1 muon ndi vol anh,” Paul cuoi ngoac miéng vai Nick.
“Quang cao nay rat hi¢u qua! Toi vua co6 so liéu phan hoi, va véi s6 lugng
luu hanh khong dang ké... hi€u qua that phi thuong.”

To1 nhin 6ng ta sung so6t. Quang cao do hiéu qua?

“That sao?” Nick néi, rd rang c6 gang khong t6 ra qua kinh ngac. “Y
toi la... tuyét voi!”

“Cai quai gi xui khién anh quang cdo mdt thanh keo thiéu nién cho
nhitng cu gia l1am cam vay?”

“Thé day!” Nick stra khuy mang sét, khong hé nhin vé phia t6i. “Rd
rang 1am nhu vay 13 hoi danh bac mdt chit. Nhung don gian 13 toi cam thay
¢ 1& da dén luc... bay bang loai diéu mdi... thor nghiém d6i tugng khach
hang mai...”

Cho chat. Anh ta dang noi gi vay?

“Um, thir nghiém cta anh di c6 hiéu qua.” Paul nhin Nick vé tan
thanh. “Va rat tha vi, nd trang hop v6i mot nghién ctu thi trudng
Scandinavi ma chung ta vira nhan duoc. Néu chdc nita anh muébn gip t6i, dé
thao luan...”

“Tat nhién ro1!” Nick ndi vo1 nu cuoi hai long. “Khoang may gio?”

Khong! Sao anh ta c6 thé lam thé chi? Anh ta dtng 1 mot thang
khon.

“Cho da!” Trudce su kinh ngac cua chinh minh, t61 ding bat day gian
dit. “Cho chut! Do 1a y tudng cuia téi!”

“Sao?”” Paul nhiu may.

“Quang cao trén tap chi Bowling Monthly. D6 1a y tudng cua toi. Phai
khéng nao, Nick?” T6i nhin thang vao mat anh ta.
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“Co I¢ chung to61 da thao luan y tuong do,” anh ta ndi, tranh khong
nhin vao mat t6i. “Toi khong nhé 1am. Nhung cb biét ddy, c6 diéu co phai
hoc, Emma, ré‘mg marketing luén la hoat dong theo nhom...”

“Ping c6 to vé ha ¢b voi t6i! Pay khong phai 1a 1am viéc nhom. Do
hoan toan 1a y tuéng cua to1. To1 dat quang cao do la vi ong t61!”

Me kiép. Toi khong dinh bat ra cau do.

“Trude tién 1 bd me co. Bay giod 1a ong ¢6,” Paul néi, quay sang nhin

t6i. “Emma, hiy nhic lai cho t6i, day c6 phai 1a tuan Mang Ca Gia Dinh
Té1 Cong Ty khong?”

“Khéng! Chi 1a...” toi bat dau, cam thdy nong bung dudi cai nhin cta
ong ta. “Ong nodi 6ng s& cat bo thanh keo Panther, vi thé t6i... t6i nghi toi s&
giam gia mot chut cho 6ng t6i va ban bé cia dng, dé ho co thé tich trir. Toi
cd gang nodi voi ong & cudc hop quan trong do, rang 6ng tdi thich keo
Panther! Va tat ca ban bé cua ong toi ciing vay. Néu ong hoi toi, ong nén
quang cdo thanh keo Panther d6 véi ho, chir khong phai véi may cb cau
nhoc ngoai kia.”

Yén ling. Paul ngdy nguoi sing sot.

“Co biet day, & Scandinavi, ho cling di t&1 két luan do,” ong ta noi.
“Po 1a diéu ma nghién ctru moé1 nay cho thay.”

“0,” toi noi. “Vay... the day.”

“Sao thé hé cii lai thich keo Panther dén vay nhi, Emma? C6 co biét
khong?” Giong Ong ta thuc sy quan tam.

“Co, tat nhién la to1 biet.”

“Do la nho strc manh kinh té cua gioi trung nién,” Nick chém vao voi
vé hi€u biét. “Dich chuyén nhan khau trong dan s6 vé huu chiém...”
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“Khong phai vay dau!” Toi kién nhan. “D¢6 1a béi vi... bot vi...” O1
Chua o1, 6ng ngoai s€ giét to1 vi to1 no1 dicu nay. “Do6 1a boi vi... n6 khong
kéo rang gia cua ho ra.”

Yén ling choang vang. Sau d6 Paul ngira dau ra va pha 1én cudi ngit
ngh&o. “Rang gia,” 6ng ta vira ndi vira lau mat. “That 13 thién tai, Emma.
Réng gia!”

Gng ta lai cudi thich tha mot 1an nita va toi nhin lai ong ta, cam théy
mach méu dép thinh thich trong dau. T6i c6 cam giac la lung nhit. Nhu co
gi d6 16n 1én trong toi, nhu thé toi sap sira...

“Vay to1 co dugc thang chuc khong?”
“Sao co?” Paul nhin 1én.
C6 phai toi vira noi diéu d6 khéng? N6i oang oang ra ay?

“To1 c6 dugce thang chic khong?” Giong to1 hoi run, nhung to61 khong
chun budc. “Ong néi néu t6i tu tao ra co hoi cho chinh minh, t6i c6 thé
dugc thang chic. D6 1a diéu 6ng noi. Pay chang phai 1a ty tao ra co hoi cho
chinh t61 sao?”

Paul nhin t6i mot lac, chdp mat va khong noi gi. “Co biét ddy, Emma
Corrigan,” cudi cing 6ng ta néi. “Co 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi... mot trong
nhimng ngudi dang ngac nhién nhat ma toi timg gap.”

“P6 ¢ phai 1a cau tra 1oi ddng ¥?” T6i khong chiu budng tha.

Yén lang bao trum cd van phong. Moi nguoi déu chd xem ong ta s€
noi gi.

“0, vi Chua,” ong ta noi, dao mét. “Puoc thdi! C6 cb thé duoc thang
chuc. Thé da du chua?”
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“Chura,” t6i thay minh tiép tuc néi, tim dap tham chi con dir doi hon.
“Con nita, Paul. Chinh t6i di 1am v& cai cdc World Cup ctia ong.”

“Sa0?” Ong ta siing so khong noi nén 1.

“Téi rat xin 16i. Toi s& mua cho 6ng chiéc cde khac.” Toi nhin quanh
van phong dang yén ling trd mat nhin. “Va lan d6 chinh toi da lam ket gidy
& may photo. Thuyc ra... toi van lam ket gidy sudt. Va cai méng do...” Trudc
nhiing guong mat x6n xao, t61 budc tdi bang tin va xé t& photo chup cai
mong mac quan lot khe. “Po¢ 13 t6i, va t6i khong mudn n6 & trén d6 nira.”
To1 quay nguoi lai. “Con Artemis, cai cdy nhén cua co...”

“Sao co?” Co ta nghi ngo.

To1 cham cham nhin c6 & trong chiéc 40 Burberry va cdp kinh sanh
di€u va cai vé mat ty phu t6i-gidi-hon-co.

Puoc thoi, dung c6 dé bi cudn di. “Toi... t61 khong hi€u nd bi lam
sao.” To1 mim cuo1 voi ¢ ta. “Chic mot cudc gap vui ve.”

Subt thoi gian con lai trong ngay, t6i thdy cuc ky hao hing. Vira bi
choang vira ho hoi, tat ca dién ra dong thoi. Toi khong tin ndi minh da dugce
thang chtrc. To1 thyc sy da tr¢ thanh mot Chuyén vién Marketing!

Nhung khong chi c¢6 vay. Téi khong biét chic didu gi di xay ra véi
minh. T6i cam thdy minh 13 mot con nguoi hoan toan méi. Toi 1am v chiée
cde cua Paul thi dd sao? Ai quan tdm chir? Nguoi khac biét toi can ning bao
nhiéu thi cling dau c6 sao? Ai quan tdm chr? Tam bi¢t Emma xua cii, vo
van, ké van phai gidu chiéc tui mua hang Oxfam dudi gdm ban. Xin chao
Emma ty tin m&i, nguoi ty hio treo nhitng chiéc thi d6 trén ghé.
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To1 goi cho bd me dé ndi voi ho réng to1 da dugc thang chuc, va ho
thie su rat 4n tugng! Bd me nodi ngay lap tic rang ho s& téi London dé dua
t6i ra ngoai an ming. Roi tdi c6 mdt cudc chuyén tro that 1au va dé chiu voi
me vé Jack. Me noi rﬁng mot s6 mdi quan h¢ s€ kéo dai mai mai con mot sO
thi chi kéo dai trong vai ngdy, va cudc song 1a nhu vay. Sau d6 me ké cho
t6i vé mot ngudi dan ong o Paris ma me da c6 mot mdi tinh chép nhoang
tuyét diéu kéo dai bon muoi tam tiéng dong hd. Me noi rang me chua timg
c6 trai nghiém khoai lac than thé dén nhu vay, va me biét diéu d6 khong thé
kéo dai mai mai, nhung vi thé ma chuyén tinh d6 cang cam dong hon.

Sau d6 me no1 thém rang t61 khong can phai nhac dén chuyén nay véi

Troi dat. Toi thuc su kha sdc. Toi ludn nghi rang me va bé... it nhat,
to1 chua tung.

Thé day. Diéu d6 lam t6i hiéu ra.

Nhung me no6i ding. C6 nhitng méi quan hé that ngan ngi. Jack va
t61 rd rang sé chang di dén dau. Va thuc té, t6i hiéu chuyén d6. Tdi gan nhur
da vuot qua dugc chuyén véi anh. Tim toi chi that lai mot 1an trong ngay
hoém nay, khi toi twong minh trong thay anh trong hanh lang, sau dé toi da
nhanh chéng tinh tdo lai.

Cudc doi hoan toan m&i cta toi dd bat ddu hom nay. Toi tham chi con
mong t6i nay minh s& gip duoc mot anh chang ndo d6 & budi dién cua
Lissy. Mot luat su cao 16n, soi ndi. Pung thé. Va chang sé toi don t6i ¢ chd
lam trong chiéc xe thé thao sanh diéu tuyét dep. Va toi s& nhay chan sdo vui
vé xudng bac thém, hat toc vé phia sau, thAm chi khong thém nhin Jack
dang dung ¢ cira s6 van phong quac mat nhin...

Khong. Khong. Jack s& khong & bat cir dau. Toi dd vuot qua chuyén
v6i Jack. Toi s& phai ghi nhd diéu nay.

C6 18 toi s& viét diéu d6 1én ban tay.
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Hai muot tu

Buoi dién cua Lissy dugc t6 chtrc tai mot nha hat & Bloomsbury, nam
trong mdt khudon vién nho rai séi, va khi té1 noi toi thay ¢ do toan la cac
luat sy mac vest dat tién va dang dung di dong.

“ .. khach hang khong mubn chap nhan diéu khoan hop dong...”
“... cha y t6i Khoan bon, phay, bat ké...”

Chua ai c6 ¥ dinh di vao khan phong, vi thé t6i ra dang sau san khau
dé tang Lissy bo hoa toi dd mua cho c6 ay. (Luc dau toi dinh s& ném 1én san
khau khi man biéu dién cta c6 ay két thic, nhung d6 14 hoa hong, vi thé t6i
hoi lo né s& 1am rach quan tat cta co ay.)

Khi to61 budc doc theo cai hanh lang tdi tan, nhac bit dau ndi 1én trén
hé thong am thanh va moi nguoi van trang phuc lap lanh sot soat di qua toi.
Mot nguoi dan Oong cai 16ng chim xanh trén toc dang cang chan trén tuong,
n6i chuyén véi ai d6 trong phong thay do. “Vi thé khi t6i chi ra cho thang
ngéc thude bén khoi td do6 rang tién 16 dit ra vao nam 1983 boi Miller V.
Davy nghia 13...” Anh ta d6t nhién dung lai. “Khi that. Toi quén mat nhiing
bude dau tién roi.” Mt anh ta tréng béch. “To61 khong thé nhé ndi mot bude
nao. Toi khong dua dau! Nhay do6i chan - sau d6 thi sao?” Anh ta nhin toi
nhu thé cho doi mot cau tra 1.

“0... dong tac xoay tron?” td61 danh bao, va lung tung di tiép, suyt thi
vap vao chan mot ¢ gai dang tip dong tac xoac. Roi toi nhin thiy Lissy
dang ngodi trén ghé trang diém trong mot phong thay d6. Mit co Ay trang
diém rat ddm, mat ké to lap lanh, trén toc cai 16ng chim xanh. “Oi Chua oi,

https://thuviensach.vn



'3,

Lissy!” to1 noi, dung lai & ngudng ctra. “Trong cdu tuy¢t qua! T rat

thich...”
“T¢ khong lam dugce.”
“Sao co?”

“Té khong 1am duoc!” cd ay nhac lai véi vé tuyét vong, va kéo chiéc
. y : yet vong,

ao choang cotton quanh nguoi. “T¢ khong nhé nd1 bude nao hét. Bau o6c td

trong rong!”

“Moi nguoi déu nghi vay ca,” té1 an ui ¢0 ay. “Cod mdt ngudi ¢ ngoai
kia cling no1 hét nhu the...”

“Khéng, t6 thuc sy khong nhé ndi bude nao.” Lissy nhin t6i cham
cham véi d6i mat hoang s¢. “Chéan t& cit mém nhu bun 4y, t6 khong thd
nodi...” C6 Ay caAm 1én mot cai chdi danh phéan, nhin né chan chudng, sau do
lai dé xuéng. “Tai sao t6 lai déng y lam viéc nay chu? Tai sao?”

“QO... chac vi no khién cau vui vé?”

“Vui vé?” Giong c6 Ay vut 1én hoai nghi. “Cau nghi chuyén ndy vui vé
u? Oi Chiia 0i.” Dot nhién nét mat co ay thay doi, roi co Ay ngimg sing lai
va chay qua mot céi cira ké bén. Ngay gidy tiép theo toi nghe thay co dy noén
oe.

Puoc 16i, ¢ chuyén gi d6 khong on day. Toi clr tudng nhay phai fot
cho suc khoe chu.

Co ay xuat hién lai & cua, tai mét va run ray. T61 lo lang nhin co.
“Liss, cau khong sao cht?”

“Té& khong 1am duoc,” ¢d Ay noi. “T khong thé.” C6 vé nhu cd ay
vira dot ngdt quyét dinh. “OK, t& vé nha ddy.” Co dy bat dau voi tay ldy
quan 4o. “Bao v&i ho t& dot nhién bi 6m, d6 1a truong hop khan cap...”
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“Cau khong thé vé nha!” t6i hoang hot kéu 1én, va cb gang gidt quan
40 khoi tay co 4y. “Lissy, cau s& On thoi! Hay nghi vé chuyén d6 ma xem.
P4 bao nhiéu lan ciu phai dung trudc mot toa an 1dn no61 mot bai that 1a dai
trudc mat ca déng nguoi, va néu ciu lam sai, mét nguot vo to1 co thé phai
vao tu?”

Lissy sitng s& nhin toi nhu thé t6i bi dién.

'7’

“DPuing, nhung viéc d6 dé ma

“Um...” T6i tuyét vong tim cach thuyét phuc. “Thé day, néu gio rit
lui, cau s€ luon hoi tiéc. Cau s€ luon nhd lai va udc gi minh da hoan thanh
viéc nay.”

Lissy yén lang. T6i gan nhu co thé thdy dau oc co Ay dang hoat dong
bén dudi nhitng chiéc 16ng chim va moi thu.

“Cau noi dung,” cudi cing cd ay noi, va budng quan 4o ra. “Puoc
thoi, t& s& 1am. Nhung t¢& khong mudn ciu xem. Hay... gip té sau chuong
trinh nay. Khong, tham chi ding lam thé. Hay tranh xa. Hay tranh that xa.”

“Dugc,” to1 ludng lu. “T¢ s€ di néu cau thuc sy muodn....”

2
AT

“Khong!” C6 ay xoay ngudi lai. “Cau khong thé di duoc! Té d6i y

',’

ro1. T can cau ¢ do
“Dugc thoi,” to61 ndi, tham chi con ludng ly hon, dang luc chiéc loa
Tannoy trén tuong phat bai “Pay 1a cudc goi muo1 lam phat cia ban!”
y OC gC :
“Vay t¢ s€ di nhé,” t61 noi. “Dé cau khédi dong mot chut.”

“Emma.” Lissy tom lay canh tay toi va nhin toi cing thang. C6 4y gitt
chat dén ndi 1am t6i dau diéng. “Emma, néu c6 bao gio té ndéi mudn lam
viéc gi twong tir thé ndy, cau phai ngin té lai ddy. Cho du t& ndi gi di nira.
Hay htra ciu s€ ngan té lai di.”
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“T6 hira ma,” t61 v0i no1. “Té htra.”

Khén that. Toi chua ting thay Lissy thé ndy bao gio. Khi toi bude trd
ra san, & d6 dong nghet nhitng ngudi tham chi con an mac sang trong hon,
tim t6i cling dap thinh thich vi cang thang. C6 vé nhu cd iy con khong ding
day noi, noi gi dén nhay nhot.

Xin dirng dé c6 ay lam hong budi dién. Xin dimg.

Mot hinh anh kinh khung hién 1én trong dau toi, Lissy ding d6 nhu

mot chi thé bi giat minh, khong nhé ndi bude nhay cua minh. Con khan gia
thi ctr nhin chong choc véao ¢6 4y. Y nghi d6 khién bung toi that lai.

Pugc thoi. Toi s& khong dé diéu d6 xay ra. Néu co chuyén gi khong
on, toi s& danh lac hudng. Toi s& vo nhu minh bj dau tim. Pung thé. Toi s&
d6 sup xudng san, va moi nguoi sé nhin t6i trong vai gidy, nhung budi dién
s€ khong dung lai bdi vi chung ta 1a ngudi Anh, va téi lac moi nguoi nhin
tré lai san khiu, Lissy di nhé ra dong tac ctia minh.

Va néu ho voi va dua toi toi bénh vién hay gi do, to1 s€ chi no1 “To1 bi
nhitng con dau kinh khing & nguc!” Khong ai c¢6 thé chimg minh rang toi

da khong hé dau.

Va tham chi néu ho c6 thé ching minh diéu do, véi mot loai may dac
biét nao do, to1 s€ chi noi...

“Emma.”
“Gi vay?” t6i lo dang hoi. Va roi tim toi nglmg dép.

Jack ding cach do khoang ba mét. Anh mdc quan jean va ao len don
gian, noi bat gitra dam luat su mic vest. Khi d6i mat sAm mau cta anh bat
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gip 4nh mat t6i, t6i cam thay nhimng con dau cii lai don vé nguc.

Pimg phan tmg, t6i voi va ty nhu. Két thuc rdi. Cude doi moi.

“Anh lam gi & day?” to61 hoi, kh€ nhin vai ra vé t6i-khong-thuc-su-
quan-tam.

“Anh tim thay to roi cua chuong trinh trén ban em.” Anh gio 1én mdt
mau gidy, khong ro1 mat khoi t61. “Emma, anh thuc 1ong mudn noéi chuyén.”

T6i cam thay ndi dau dén dot ngot dang 1én trong 1ong. Anh ta nghi
chi can anh ta xuét hién 1a t6i s& bé mic moi thtr dé néi chuyén véi anh ta
u? Thé ddy, c6 18 toi dang ban. C6 18 t6i dd c6 ngudi méi. Chang 18 anh ta
khong nghi dén diéu d6 u?

“Thuc ra... to61 dang di cung mot nguoi,” t61 no1 bﬁng giong lich su, co
do1 chut ai ngai.
“That sao?”

“Pung vay. Vi thé...” T6i khé nhiin vai chd Jack bo di. Nhung anh ta
khong lam thé.

“A1 co?” anh ta hoi.

Dugc thoi, 1€ ra anh ta khong dugc hoi cau do. Trong gidy lat toi
khong chic phai lam gi.

“0... anh éy.” Cubi cung t61 noi, va chi vao mdt nguodi cao 16n mac ao
so mi dai tay, dang dung & goc vuon, mit quay di hudng khac. “Um, toi
nén ra chd anh ay.”

Pau nging cao, t6i quay ngudi va bat dau budc vé phia anh chang
mic 40 so mi. Toi s& hoi gio anh ta, va 1am thé nao d6 néi chuyén véi anh
ta cho t&i khi Jack bo di. (Va ¢ 18 cuoi véi anh ta mot hai 1an dé Jack thay
chung t6i dang vui vé thé nao.)
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Khi td1 con cach vai mét thi anh chang méc so mi dai tay quay di, rut
dién thoai ra no1 chuyén.

“Chao!” toi vui vé 1én tiéng, nhung anh ta thim chi con khong nghe
thiy t6i n6i. Anh ta nhin t6i la 1Am, sau d6 budc 13n vao dam dong, van noi
chuyén dién thoai.

To1 bi bo lai mgt minh trong goc.

Khon that.

Sau moQt quang thoi gian tudng nhu dai vo tan, to1 quay nguoi lai, to
vé ho hitng hét murc.

Jack van diimg d6, quan sat.

To1 nhin anh gian dit, ca co thé run 1én vi xau hd. Néu anh ta cuoi toi
thi...

Nhung anh khong cuoi.

“Emma...” Anh di vé phia trudc cho tdi khi chi con cach toi vai budc,
nét mat rat chan thanh. “Nhiing gi em néi. Piéu d6 4m anh anh. L& ra anh
nén chia sé v6i em nhiéu hon. L& ra anh khong nén giit bi mat véi em.”

To1 thoang ngac nhién, roi cam théy long ki€u hanh bi tén thuong. A,
vay 13 gio ¢y anh mudn chia sé véi toi, phai khong? Thé ddy, c6 18 di qua
mudn. T61 khong con quan tdm nira.

“Anh khong phai chia sé bat ctr diéu gi v&i toi hét. Viéc ciia anh 1a
viéc cua anh, Jack.” T61 cuo1 xa la. “Chéng lién quan gi dén t6i. Hon nita,
c6 khi t6i cling chang hiéu dau, boi may viéc d6 phuc tap trong khi toi chi
1a mot con ngde...”

To1 cuong quyét quay nguoti, va bat dau dom budce trén 161 di rai soi.
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“ft nhat anh ciling no em mot 15i giai thich,” giong néi kho khan cia
Jack dudi theo toi.

“Anh chang ng toi gi hét!” To6i vénh cam 1én. “Moi chuyén da két

"’

thuc roi, Jack. Va ca hai chiing ta co thé... Aaaa! Tha toi ra

Jack tam lay tay toi, kéo t6i lai dé t6i nhin thang vao mat anh. “Anh
t6i day toi nay vi mot 1y do, Emma,” anh néi nghiém tuc. “Anh t6i dé cho
em biét anh da lam gi ¢ Scotland.”

To1 giat nay minh vi siing sot, nhung van c6 gang che giau.

“T6i khong quan tim dén viéc anh 1am gi ¢ Scotland!” t6i cd ging
noi. Toi gidt tay ra va bit dau sai budc that nhanh qua dam luét su dang lai
nhai vao dién thoai.

“Emma, anh muo6n no1 voi em.” Anh di theo t61. “Anh thuc sy mudn
no1 véi em.”

“Co I€ to1 khong muodn biét!” t61 ngang nganh da lai, X0ay n o1
C G
khién soi1 1«';10 Xao dudi chan.

Chung toi dang ddi mat véi nhau nhu hai tay kiém. Long nguc toi
phép phong.

TAt nhién 13 t6i mudn biét.
Anh biét t6i mudn biét.

“Vay anh no1 di,” cudi cung to1 no1, va nhun vai mién cudng. “Anh co
. 9
thé nod1 voi toé1, néu anh thich.”

Jack yén ling dan tdi t6i mot goc yén tinh, cach xa ddm dong. Khi
chung t61 budc di, vo boc can ddm bén ngoai cua toi dan bién mat. Trén
thuc té, toi hoi e ngai. Tham chi 1a s¢ hai.

ROt cude, to1 ¢o thuc sy mudn bi€t bi mat cua anh khong?
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Néu n6 dang 1a mot vu gian 1an, nhu Lissy noi, thi sao? Néu anh lam
diéu gi d6 m¢ am va mudn t61 tham gia thi sao?

Neéu anh lam viéc gi d6 ddng xau ho va to61 budt miéng pha 1én cuoi
thi sao?

Neéu anh c6 mot ngudi phy nit khac va t61 dé noi vai téi rang anh sap
cudi hay gi do thi sao?

T6i cam thdy nhéi dau, va c6 dan long minh lai. Thé day, néu ding
vay... t01 s€ to ra diém nhién, nhu thé t6i van biét tir dau. Trén thuc té, toi sé
vO nhu minh cling ¢6 ngudi khac. Pung, t61 s€ trao cho anh ta mdt nu cuoi
ché gidu va noi, “Anh biét ddy, Jack, em cho rang hai ching ta déu c6 ngudi
khac...”

“Puoc rdi.” Jack quay sang nhin toi, va ngay 1ap tic toi quyét dinh
rang néu anh da gy 4n mang, tdi s& giao ndp anh, du co hira hay khong.

“Su that 1a day.” Anh hit mdt hoi dai. “Anh t&1 Scotland dé tham mot
nguoi.”

Tim to1 rung roi.
“Mot phu nir,” t61 noi trude khi kip ngan minh.

2
!

“Khéng, khong phai phu nir!” vé mit cta anh thay doi, va anh nhin

t6i cham cham. “Po 1a diéu em nghi? Rang anh lira gat em?”
“T6i... khong biét phai nghi gi.”

“Emma. Anh khong c6 nguoi phy nit nao khac. Anh chi di tham...”
Anh ngap ngimg. “Em c6 thé goi d6 1a... gia dinh.”

Tim toi quén that.

Gia dinh?
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Oi Chua oi, Jemima noi ding, t61 da dinh vao mot bang nhém. Puogc
thoi. Pumg hoang s¢. Toi ¢ thé tron thoat. Toi co thé dung chuong trinh
bao vé nhan chimg. Tén m&i cua toi ¢ thé 1a Megan.

Khong, 1a Chloe. Chloe de Souza.

“No1 chinh xac hon... mot dia tré.”

Mot dira tré? Dau t6i lai choang vang. Anh ta ¢ con u?
“Tén c6 bé 1a Alice.” Anh khé cudi. “C6 bé méi bon tudi.”

Anh ta da c6 vg, da c6 ca mot gia dinh ma to1 khong hé biét, va do la
bi mat cua anh ta. To1 biét ma. To1 biét ma.

“Anh...” To1 iem d61 moi1 kho rat. “Anh c6 con u?”

“Khong, anh khong c6 con.” Jack nhin cham cham xuong dat trong
vai gidy, ro1 nhin Ién. “Pete c6 con. Anh ay c6 con gai. Alice 1a con cua Pete
Laidler.”

“Nhung... nhung...” T6i bdi rdi nhin anh. “Nhung... em chua timg biét
Pete Laidler c6 con.”

“Khong ai biét c4.” Anh nhin t6i that 1au. “Moi chuyén la nhu vay.”

Pay tuyét d6i khong phai diéu t6i cho doi.
Mot dira con. Pete Laidler co6 mdt dira con bi mat.

“Nhung... nhung sao khong ai biét vé co bé?” t6i ngdc nghéch hoi.
Chung toi di di tham chi con xa ddm dong hon nita va dang ngdi trén bang
ghé dudi mot cai cdy. “Y em la chac chan ho s& nhin thdy co bé.”
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“Pete 14 mot ngudi tuyét voi.” Jack thd dai. “Nhung cam két lau dai
v6i mot phu nir chua bao gid 1a pham chat cua anh ay. Téi khi Marie - me
ctia Alice - phat hién ra ¢ 4y c6 thai, ho khong con ¢ bén nhau nita. Marie
1a kiéu nguoi ludn kiéu hinh. Co iy quyét dinh tu 1am moi viéc. Pete hd trg
co Ay vé mat tai chinh nhung khoéng quan tam dén dira bé. Tham chi anh ay
khong no1 véi anh viéc minh trd thanh cha.”

“Ké ca anh?” To1 sitng sO nhin anh ay. “Anh cling khong biét anh a
y Yy
co con?”

“Mai t6i khi anh 4y mat anh moi biét.” Mat anh hoi khép lai. “Anh
yéu quy Pete. Nhung anh thay chuyén nay that khé tha tha. Vai thang sau
cai chét ciia anh dy, Marie xuat hién cung véi dira bé.” Jack thé manh. “Thé
day. Em c6 thé hinh dung chuyén moi nguoi cam thdy thé nao. Stng sbt
thoi chwa di. Nhung Marie nhat quyét khong mudn dé ai biét. Co ay chi
mudn nudi Alice nhu mot dira tré binh thuong, chir khong phai dira con
hoang cua Pete Laidler. Khong phai ngudi thira ké ca mot dong tai san
khéng 15.”

Tbi bbi r6i. Mot dira bé bon tudi duge nhan toan bo cd phﬁn cua Pete
Laidler trong Panther. Quai quy that.

“Vay c0 bé duoc thtra huong moi tha?” Toi ngap ngung.

“Khéng phai moi thtr, khong dau. Nhung rat nhiéu. Gia dinh Pete vo
cung hao phong. Va d6 1a 1y do Marie gitt ¢6 bé tranh con mat cong ching.”
Anh 4y dang rong tay. “Anh biét khong thé che gidu c6 bé mai mii. Chang
som thi mudn chuyén do cling s€ 10 ra. Nhung khi biét su that vé cb bé, bao
chi s& phat dién. Co bé s& 1én dau danh sach nhitng ngudi giau co... nhiing
dua tré khac s& 1am ¢ bé kho so... o bé s& khong con binh thudng nira.
Mot sb dua tré c6 thé chiu dung dugc chuyén d6. Nhung Alice... cO bé
khong thudc s6 d6. C6 bé bi hen suyén, noi chung 1a kha yéu dudi.”
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Khi anh noi, ddu 6c toi ngap tran hinh anh nhiing td béo sau khi Pete
Laidler chét. T ndo ciing dang anh anh ta trén trang nhat.

“Anh d3 bao vé dira bé hoi thai qua.” Jack cudi 0 rii. “Anh biét thé.
Marie ciing bao vay. Nhung... cd bé rat quy gia dbi véi anh.” Anh nhin toi
cham cham trong mot lic. “Co bé 14 tat ca nhitng gi con lai ciia Pete ma bon
anh c0.”

T61 nhin anh, dot nhién théy cam dong.

“Vay, may cudc dién thoai kia cling 13 vé& chuyén d6?” T6i ngip
ngimg. “Po 1a 1y do anh phai di tbi hom d6?”

Jack tho dai. “Ho gdp tai nan giao thong vai ngay trude. Tai nan
khong nghiém trong. Nhung... bon anh qué nhay cam, sau chuyén xay ra
véi Pete. Bon anh chi muén dam bao ho duge diéu tri that tt.”

“Vang,” t01 hoi cau may. “Em c6 thé hiéu diéu do.”

Yén lang trong mot lat. Pau té1 ¢6 gang lap rap cac manh roi voi
nhau. C6 gang tim hi€u moi chuyén.

“Nhung em khong hiéu,” t6i noi. “Sao anh phai gidu chuyén anh da
t6i Scotland? Chéc chan s& khong ai biét ma.”

Jack dao mat u ru.

“P6 1a mot sai 1am ngd ngan caa chinh anh. Anh néi véi moi nguoi 1a
hom d6 anh sé& sang Paris. Anh da di hiang hang khong khong tén tudi. Anh
tudng s& khong ai biét. Sau d6 khi anh di vao vin phong... va em ngdi d6.”

“Tim anh se lai.”

“Khéng han.” Anh nhin vdo mat t6i. “Tim anh khong biét phai di
duong nao.”

T6i cam thdy ma minh dot nhién do tmg va lang ting hing giong.
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“Vay... 0...” t01 no1, nhin di noi khac. “Vay d6 1a ly do...”

“Tat ca nhitng gi anh mudn 13 tranh em lan truyén théng tin ‘Nay, anh
ta khong ¢ Paris, anh ta da ¢ Scotland!” va cham ngoi cho mot &m muu toc
mach khing khiép.” Jack lac dau. “Em sé& simg sbt trudc nhimg gia thuyét
16 bich ma ngudi ta tudng tuong ra khi ho khong c¢é gi hay hon dé lam. Em
biét day, anh da nghe du loai. Anh dinh ban cong ty... Anh dong tinh... Anh
la Mafia.”

“Q... that sao?” toi noi, vuot mot dai toc. “Troi dat. Nguoi ta mbi ngd
ngan lam sao!”

Vai co gai tha by ngang qua, ca hai chung t6i cung yén lang mot lat.

“Emma, anh xin 18i vi trudc day da khong thé néi diéu nay véi em,”
Jack n6i nho. “Anh biét em bi ton thuong. Anh biét né khién em cam thay
nhu minh bi day ra ria. Nhung... d6 khong phai diéu c6 thé dé& dang chia

209

S€.

“Khoéng!” toi voi noi ngay. “Tat nhién 1 anh khong thé. Em that ngu
ngde.”

To1 ling ting di di ngon chan trén sé1, cam thay hoi xau ho. Leé ra toi
phai biet do la chuyén quan trong. Khi anh néi chuyén d6 phuc tap va té
nhi, anh chi dang noi su that.

“Chi vai nguoi bi€t chuyén nay.” Jack bat gap anh mat t6i. “Chi vai
nguoi dac biét va dang tin cdy.”

Co cai gi do trong anh nhin cua anh khién c6 hong t61 hoi nghen. Toi
nhin anh, cam thay méau don 1én ma.

“Hai nguoi c6 vao khong?” mot giong ndi vui vé cat Ién. Chiang to1
giat nady minh, va nhin 1én thi thay mot phu nir mac quan jean den dang tién
lai gan. “Buoi dién sap bat dau!” ba ay ndi va cuoi vui vé.
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T6i cam thay ba dy vira danh thirc t6i khoi mot gidc mo.
“Em... em phai di xem Lissy khiéu vii,” t61 bang hoang noi.

“U. Vay anh sé dé em di. D6 thuc sy 1a moi diéu anh phai no61.” Jack
cham chap dung 1én, roi quay lai. “Con mét diéu nira.” Anh yén ling nhin
t6i gidy lat. “Emma, anh hiéu rang may ngdy vira qua v6i em khong dé
dang. Em da tro thanh tdm diém dé nguoi ta tréu choc khap noi, trong khi
anh... thi khong. Va anh chi mudn xin 18i. Mot 1an nira.”

“Chuyén do... khong sao,” to1 cO gang noi.

Jack lai quay di, va t61 nhin anh cham chap budc xa dan trén 161 di rai
s01, cam thay hoan toan tan nat.

Anh di t6i tin day dé noi voi t6i bi mat cta anh. Bi mat 16n lao, quy
gia cua anh.

Anh khong can phai 1am nhu vay.
Oi Chiia oi. Oi Chia oi...

“Ch¢ da!” Toi nghe tiéng minh goi to, va Jack ngay lap tirc quay dau
lai. “Anh c6... anh ¢6 mudn vao xem khong?” Va téi vui mung thay mat
anh no mdt nu cuoi.

Khi ching t61 cung nhau budc lao xao trén soi, to1 lay hét can dam deé
noi. “Jack, em cling c6 di€u muon noi. VE... vé di€u anh vira néi. Em biét
hom ng em da né1 anh pha hong cudc doi em.”

“Anh nhd,” Jack hai hudc.
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“C6 1é em dd nham.” Toi lung ting hang giong. “Thuc ra... ding la
em da nham.” Téi nhin anh chan that. “Jack, anh khong pha hong cudc doi

29

em.
“Khong sao?”” Jack noi. “Vay anh c6 dugc mdt co hoi nira khong?”
Du rat kiém ché, tiéng cuo1 khac khich 16n dan trong toi.
“Khong!”
“Khong! D6 ¢o6 phai la cau tra 161 cudi cung cua em?”

Khi anh nhin t61, trong mat anh hién ra mot cau hoi 16n, va té1 cam
thay mdt tia sang, nira hy vong, ntra € s¢. Trong mot lac lau, ca hai ching
to1 déu khong noi1 gi. To1 thd hon hén.

Dot nhién, cai nhin cua Jack dat 1én tay to61 voi vé tha vi. “Minh da
vuot qua chuyén vt Jack,” anh doc to.

Khon thdt.
Ca mat to1 do lung lén.
T6i s& khong bao gio viét gi 1én tay nita. Khong bao gio.

“Do chi la...” Toi lai hang giong 1an nira. “Po chi la may chir nguéch
ngoac... no khong co6 nghia...”

Tiéng chudng dién thoai vang 1én cat ngang cau noi cua téi. On Chua.
Cho du do 1a ai, t61 cling yéu ho. Toi voi va rat dién thoai ra va bam nut
xanh.

“Emma, cau s€ yéu t¢ mai mai cho xem!” giong noi the thé cua
Jemima vang lén.

“Sao?” t61 nhin sting vao chiéc dién thoai.
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“Td da giai quyet moi chuyén cho cau!” ¢6 ta dac thang. “T¢ biét, té
ding 1a mot ngdi sao, cau s€ khong bi€t phai lam gi néu thieu t6...”

“Sao?”” To61 chot canh giac. “Jemima, cau noi gi vay?”

“Tra thu Jack Harper, d6 ngoc! Vi cau chi ngoi d6 nhu mot ké yéu
dudi, t& da tu giai quyét van de.”

Trong gidy lat, t6i hoan toan bat dong.

“0, Jack... em xin 16i mot phut.” T6i cudi véi anh that rang 1. “Em
can... nhan cudc goi nay.”

V&1 doéi chan run ray, t61 voi va di tdi1 goe vuon, that xa tam nghe.

“Jemima, cdu d3 htra s& khong 1am gi hét!” toi thi thao. “Céu di thé
trén chiéc tai da ngua Miu Miu, nhé cha?”

“T¢ chang co chiéc tii da ngga Miu Miu nao hét!” ¢6 ta bi b6 ty man.
“T& chi ¢o chiéce thi da ngua Fendi thoi!”

Co ta dién ro1. Co ta mat tri roi.

“Jemima, cau da lam gi vay?” t61 cO gang hoi. “Hay ndi voi té cau da
lam gi.”

Tim t61 dap thinh thich vi lo s¢. Xin dirng néi rang c6 ta da cao xudc

xe anh 4y. Xin ding.

“An miéng tra miéng, Emma! Nguoi dan ong d6 da lira dbi cau, va
chung ta ciing s& 1am nhu vay véi anh ta. Bay gid t& dang ngdi cing mot
anh chang rat dé thuong tén Mick. Anh 4y 1 nha bao, anh ay viét cho to
Daily World...”

Mau t61 lanh toat.
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“Mot nha bao 14 c4i?” cudi cung to1 cling cO gang bat ra. “Jemima,
cau dién sao?”

“Durng co thién can va qué mua nhu vay,” Jemima méng mo. “Emma,
nha bao 14 cai 1a ban cia ta. Ho gidng nhu tham tir tu... nhung mién phi!
Trude ddy, Mick da 1am rat nhiéu viéc cho me t§. Anh 4y rat gioi lan tim
theo moi1 viéc. Va anh éy rat quan tam dén bi mat nho cua Jack Harper. To
d3 néi v4i anh 4y tat ca nhimng gi ta biét, va anh ay mudn néi chuyén véi

2

cau.
T6i thay chong ca mat. Chuyén nay khong thé xay ra dugc.

“Jemima, nghe t& nay,” t61 n61 nho va nhanh, nhu thé c6 gang thuyét
phuc mot nguoi dién xudng khoi mai nha. “Té khong muon tim ra bi mat
cua Jack, dugc cht? Té chi muon quén di. Cau phai ngdn anh ta lai.”

“Khong dau!” c6 ta n61 nhu mdt dira bé sau tudi hon déi. “Emma,
dimg c6 tham hai nhu vay! Cau khong thé dé dan 6ng cha dap ma chang
lam gi dé phan tng lai. Cau phai cho ho thdy. Me t& ludn néi...” Co tiéng rit
cua lép xe. “Oi! Mot vu va cham nho. TG s& goi lai!”

Pién thoai tat.
T6i té cing ngudi vi hoang hot.

Toi1 dién cuong bam s6 cua co ta, nhung n6 chuyén ngay vao hop thu
thoai.

emima,” t61 ndi nga 1 co tiéng bip. “Jemima, cau phai thoi
“J Ot y kh t bip. “J , cau phai th
chuyén nay ngay! Cau phai...” T61 dung sting lai khi Jack xuat hién trudce
mat té1, voi nu cuoi am ap.

“Sdp bat dau ro1,” anh nodi, va nhin toi to mo. “Moi chuyén 6n cht?”

“On ca,” toi noi bang giong hoi nghet, va cat dién thoai di. “Moi
chuyén déu... 6n ca.”
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Hai mwoti lam

Khi budc vao khan phong, t6i gan nhu choang vang vi hoang so.
T61 da lam gi chu? To61 da lam gi cha?

T6i da tiét 16 bi mat quy gia nhat cia Jack cho mot ké dién ro mic do
Prada, 1éch lac vé dao duc, dién cuéng vi tra thu.

Pugc 16i. Hay binh tinh, t61 tu n61 v61 minh lan tha mot ti. Co ta dau
biét chuyén gi. G nha bao ndy chic s& chang moi ra dugc gi dau. Y toi 13,
anh ta c6 dugc thong tin gi chu?

Nhung néu anh ta moi ra dugc thi sao? Néu thé nao d6 anh ta tinh co
biét duoc sy that? Va Jack phat hién ra chinh t61 1a nguoi da chi cho ho di
dang hudng?

T6i cam thdy phat 6m vi suy nghi d6. Bung t6i quin 1én. Tai sao toi
lai nhic dén Scotland véi Jemima cha? Tai sao?

Nghi quyét moi: toi s& khong bao gio tiét 10 mot bi mat nao nira.
Khéng bao gio, khong bao gio. Tham chi ké ca khi bi mat d6 c6 vé khong
quan trong. Ké ca khi toi tirc gian.

Trén thyc té... toi s& khong bao gid noi nita, cham hét. Tat ca nhiing
chuyén noi ning duong nhu chi dua to6i vao rac roi. Néu ngay tir dau toi
khong mo miéng huyén thuyén trén chuyén bay ngu ngbc do6, thi t6i da
khéng mac vao md bong bong nay roi.
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To1 s€ trg thanh ngudi1 cam. Mot nguoi bi an yén 1lang. Khi moi nguoi
hoi to1, to1 s€ chi gat dau, hodc viét cac ky hi¢u trén nhirng mau giay. Moi
nguoi s€ mang di giai do, tim kiém nhirng thong di€p an giau...

“Day la Lissy phai khong?” Jack ndi, chi vao mdt cai tén trén to
chuong trinh, va t61 giat ndy minh hoang s¢. T61 dua mat theo cai nhin cua
anh, ro1 yén lang gat dau, miéng ngam chat.

“Em c6 biét ai khac trong chuong trinh khong?” anh hoi.
T6i nhun vai theo kicu ‘ai ma biét dugc’.

“Vay... Lissy da tap bao lau r6i?”

Toi1 ludng lu, sau d6 gio 1€n ba ngon tay.

“Ba?” Jack nhin t61 ngap ngung. “Ba gi co?”

Toi lam cur chi bang ban tay dé ra hi¢u la “thang”. Ro61 t61 lam lai lan
nira. Trong Jack vo cung boi roi.

“Emma, c6 chuyén gi khong 6n sao?”

T6i sO tai tim mot chiéc but - nhung khong co.
Duoc thoi, quén chuyén khong noi gi di.
“Khoang ba thang,” t61 ndi to.

“Puogc ro1.” Jack gat dau, va tré lai voi to chuong trinh. Mat anh binh
than khong mot thoang nghi ngd, con toi thi cam thay nhitng cing thang toi
16 lai dang ngap trong long.

Co 1€ t61 nén ndi vai anh.

Khong. Toi khong thé. Toi khong thé. Toi s& noi thé nao chia? “A ma
Jack. Con nhé cai bi mat t6i quan trong ma anh dé nghi em gitr kin 4y
khong? Anh doan dugc gi khong...”
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Viéc t6i can lam 1a ngan chan chuyén nay lai. Nhu trong nhiing bd
phim quan sy khi ho khir nhitng ké biét qua nhiéu. Nhung t6i ngin chin
Jemima bang cach nao day? T6i dd phong thr tén lira con-ngudi-dién-r6 co
mong mudn tan pha dén tin cing 4y, cho nod luon xéo xéo quanh London,
va gio toi mudn goi co ta lai nhung nat bAm khong hoat dong nira.

Pugc thoi. Hay suy nghi that k§ nao. Pau can phai hot hoang thé. S&
khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra ngay t6i nay dau. Toi chi can goi lai cho co ta va
ngay khi goi duoc, t6i s& giai thich bang nhiing tir mot 4m tiét rang co ta
phai ngin g nay lai, néu khong t6i s& bé giy chan ¢ ta.

Mot tiéng trong nho, kéo dai bat dau vang 1én trén loa, va toi giat
minh so hdi. Ti quan tri dén ndi quén bang mat chung toi téi day dé 1am gi.
Khan phong t6i om, va xung quanh chiing toi khan gia bat dau yén lang cho
doi. Tiéng tréng to dan, nhung san khau van trong hoéc, van tdi den nhu
muc.

Tiéng trong vang 1én to hon nita, va tdi bat dau thdy cing thang.
Chuyén nay that dang so. Khi nao ho méi bit dau nhay chir? Khi ndo thi ho
maéi1 mé rem? Khi nao thi ho moi...

Pot nhién c6 tiéng thét 1én thon thirc khi 4nh sang tran ngap khan
phong, gan nhu lam t6i 16a mat. Am nhac manh mé tran ngap khong gian,
va mot hinh ddng xuat hién trén san khiu trong trang phuc den l4p lanh,
xoay va nhay. Troi dat, du d6 1a ai, ho ciing that tuyét voi. Toi chép mat
trude anh sang choi 10a, ¢d gang nhin cho rd. Tdi hau nhu khong phéan biét
ndi d6 1a dan ong hay phuy nit hay...

Oi Chuia oi. P6 1a Lissy.
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T6i vit chit vao ghé vi sing sot. Tat thay moi diéu khac déu bi quét
sach khoi dau. Toi khong thé roi mat khoi Lissy.

T6i khong hé biét ¢o dy co thé 1am thé nay. Khong hé! Y 6i 13, chung
t61 hoc mot chut ba 1€ cung nhau. Va mot chut di¢u nhay Thiét hai. Nhung
chung t6i chua ting... tdi chua ting... Sao t6i c6 thé quen mot ngudi trong
hon hai muoi ndm ma lai khéng hé nhén ra ¢ iy biét nhay chi?

Co éy nhay mot di¢u tuyét voi, manh m€ va cham rai voi mot nguoi
deo mit na ma toi doan 1a Jean-Paul, va luc nay c6 ay dang nhay budc dai
va xoay tron v6i mot dai ruy bing, va toan b khan gia déu nhin c6 ay day
choang vang, va cb 4y trong that rang r&. Nhiéu thang rdi t6i khong thiy co
ay vui vé dén nhu vay. Toi that ty hao vé co ay.

Trude ndi kinh hoang cta chinh t6i, nudc mat t6i bat ddu rom rém
trén mi. Va bay gid nudc mii bat dau chay. Toi tham chi chang c6 1dy mot
to gidy tham. Chuyén nay that dang xau ho. T6i s& phai khit mii, nhu mot
ba me trong vo kich Nativity. Tiép theo t6i s& ding ddy va chay 1én phia
trude ciing may quay video va hét 1én “Chao cung, vay tay v4i bd di!”

Puoc thoi. Toi can kiém ché, néu khong s& nhu céi lan t6i dua co
chau d& ddu Amy di xem bo phim hoat hinh Tarzan. Phim vira chiéu, co bé
thi ngtl gat con toi thi nudc mat rong rong, bi ca I tré bon tudi nhin chong
choc. (Pé ty bao chita, phim d6 khd 1ang man. Con Tarzan thi khd hap dan.)

To6i cam thay cai gi d6 cham vao tay minh. T6i ngudc 1én thay Jack
dang dua cho minh mot chiéc khian mui soa. Khi t6i cam chiéc khan tir tay
anh, ngon tay anh khé€ cudn quanh ngon tay toi.

Ltic man dién két thuc, tdi cuc ky phan khich. Lissy cui chao. Jack va
to1 vO tay di€n cudng va quay sang cuoi voi nhau.
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“Pung noi1 véi ai la em khoce day,” toi noi to dé at tieng vo tay.

“Anh khong noi1 dau,” Jack ndi, va cuoi thong cam. “Anh hwra.”

Man san khau buong xudng lan cudi, va moi nguoi bat dau roi khoi
ghe, vbi lay 4o khoac va ti. Gio day khi ching t61 da tr¢ lai binh thuong,
to1 cam thay sy ho héi ciia minh tréi tudt di va ndi lo lang quay trd lai. T61
phai co gang goi lai cho Jemima.

O 16i ra, moi nguoi dang di ngang qua san téi mot cian phong sang ruc
¢ phia bén kia.

“Lissy bao em gép c0 ay ¢ bira tiéc,” t6i noi véi Jack. “Um... sao anh

khong sang d6 trude nhi? Em can goi nhanh mét cu dién thoai.”

“Em khong sao day chtr?” Jack noéi, nhin t61 to mo. “Em c6 vé hoi
bon chon.”

“Em khong sao!” toi néi, “Chi phan khich thoi!” To6i cudi rang 1& véi
anh, 10i cho t6i khi anh d& hoan toan ra khoi tim nghe. Ngay lap tic, toi
quay s6 ctia Jemima. Cudc goi bi chuyén thang vao hop thu thoai.

To1 quay s6 1an nita. Lai hop thu thoai.

T6i mudn hét 1én vi tirc gian. Co ta & dau chu? Co ta dang lam gi
cht? Sao t6i ¢ thé ngan chin ¢ ta néu toi khong biét ¢ ta dang & dau?

T6i ding bat dong, cd gang 10 di ndi hoang hét dang va tdi, ¢b gang
nghi xem phai lam gi.

Puoc thoi. Toi sé phai t6i bita tiéc va hanh dong nhu binh thuong, ¢b
gang goi lai cho ¢6 ta va néu khong duogc thi danh cho t6i khi gip o ta. Toi
chang thé 1am gi khac. Moi chuyén s& 6n thoi. Moi chuyén s& 6n thoi.
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Bira tiéc rat 1on, vui vé va am 1. TAt ca ngdi sao dém nay déu & do,
van mic trang phuc biéu dién, cung toan bo khan gia, mot ) nguoi hinh
nhu chi dén dwa dén. May nguoi phuc vu mang d6 udng di khip noi va
tiéng moi ngudi tan gau that 6n ao. Khi budc vao, téi khong trong thiy ai
quen biét ca. Toi 1dy mot ly rugu vang va bat dau len vao dam déng, tinh co
nghe dugc nhitng cudc chuyén tro xung quanh.

“... trang phuc tuyét voi...”
“... tim duoc thoi gian dé tap luyén?”
“... thAm phan hodn toan khong khoan nhuong...”

Dot nhién t6i nhin thdy Lissy, mit mii d6 bung, rang r& va bi vay
quanh boi ca déng nhitng anh chang sang lang trong-co-vé-1a-luat-sw, mot
trong s6 d6 rd rang dang nhin chén ¢b Ay.

“Lissy!” t6i kéu 1én. C6 ay quay sang va toi 6m co 4y that chat. “Té

'93

khong hé biét cau co thé nhay nhu vay ddy! Cau that dang kinh ngac

“Oi khong. Pau phai thé,” co Ay voi nodi ngay, va lam vé mat rat dic
trung Lissy. “T¢ da nhay khong ra gi...”

“Dung lai ngay!” t6i cat ngang. “Lissy, man trinh dién that tuyét voi.
Cau that tuyét voi.”

“Nhung t& di nhay rét té trong...”

“Ping noi rat t&!” téi gan nhu hét 1én. “Cau rat tuyét. Noi di. Noi di.
Lissy.”

“Um... dugc théi.” Mat co ay mién cudng nd mot nu cudi. “Puogc
thoi. T6... rat tuyét!” Co ay cuoi han hoan. “Emma, t¢ chua tirng cam thay
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tuyét voi dén thé! Va cau doan duoc khong, bon té dang 1én ké hoach s€ luu
dién vao nam t4i.”

“Nhung...” T61 nhin c¢6 ay stng sot. “Cau noi cau khong bao gio,
khong bao gio mudn lam viéc nay nita co ma. Va rang n€u cdu nhac dén
chuyén d6 mdt lan nira, t& phai ngan cau lai.”

“0, d6 chi 1a ndi sg hii trudce khi 1én san khau thoi,” co ay noi, khoat
tay nhe nhang. R6i co 4y ha giong. “A ndy, t& nhin thdy Jack.” C6 4y nhin
to1 hao htrc. “Co chuyén gi vay?”

Tim t61 dap manh. T61 c6 nén nod1 véi cd ay veé Jemima khong nhi?

Khéng. C6 ay s& 1am moi chuyén tré nén phirc tap. Vi lai, hién gio
chung t6i ciing chang thé 1am dugc gi.

“Jack to1 day noi chuyén voi t6.” Toi ludng lu. “DE... no1 voi td bi
mat cua anh ay.”

“Cau dua a!” Lissy thot 1én va dua tay bit miéng. “Vay... bi mat do 1a
gi?”

“T¢d khong thé no1 voi cau.”

“Cau khong thé ké véi t6?” Lissy nhin toi ngd vuc. “Sau tat ca nhiing
chuyén do, cau tham chi khong thé ké voi t& u?”

“Lissy, t& thuc sy khong thé.” T6i lam vé mit nhin nho. “Chuyén
do... phuc tap.”

Chua o1, t61 n61 nghe y nhu Jack vay.

“Thé déy, duoc thoi,” Lissy hoi git gong. “Té cho 1a t& c6 thé séng
ma khong biét bi mat do. Vay... hai cau lai cung nhau cht?”

“T¢ khong biét,” to1 nd1, do mat. “Co 1€ vay.”
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“Lissy! Di€u nhay ay that khoé tin!” May c6 gdi mdc vest xuat hién
bén canh Lissy. T61 cudi voi co ay va nhe nhang bo di khi co6 ay chao ho.

To1 khong nhin théy Jack dau. Li¢u t61 c6 nén thir goi lai cho Jemima
khong nhi?

T6i bat dau 1én lat rat dién thoai ra, nhung lai voi va nhét vao khi
nghe mot tiéng goi phia sau, “Emma!”

T6i nhin quanh, va gidt ndy minh. Connor dang dting d6, mic vest,
tay cam mot ly ruou, toc anh vang rd lap lanh dudi anh dén. Anh con deo ca
ca vat mdi, t6i nhan thay ngay 1ap tirc. Cham vang 16n trén nén xanh. Toi
khong thich cai ca vat do.

“Connor! Anh lam gi ¢ day?” tdi stng sot.

“Lissy guri to roi cho anh,” anh tra 161, hoi c6 vé tu v€. “Anh van luén
quy Lissy, nén anh nghi minh nén té1. Va anh mung vi da gap em,” anh
ling ting. “Anh mudn ndi chuyén védi em, néu co thé.”

Anh kéo t6i vé phia ctra, tranh xa dam dong, va t6i di theo vdi doi
chut cang thiang. Toi da khong noéi chuyén tir té v6i Connor ké tir khi Jack
1én truyén hinh. Ma diéu d6 c6 thé 13 vi mdi lan thoang thdy Connor, toi lai
voi r€ di hudng khac.

“Gi vay?” to1 noi, quay sang nhin anh. “Anh muon noi vé chuyén gi?”

“Emma.” Connor hang giong nhu thé sap bat dau mot bai dién van
trinh trong. “Anh c6 cam giac khong phai lic nao em ciing... thanh that véi
anh trong moi quan h¢ cua chung ta.”

Day c6 thé 1a cau nodi gidm noi tranh cua ndm.

“Anh n6i ding,” t61 xau ho thtra nhan. “O1 Chua o1, Connor, em thuc
su rat rat xin 16i vé nhitng chuyén di xay ra.” Anh gio mot ban tay 1én véi
cai nhin binh than.
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“Chuyén d6 khong quan trong. D3 1a chuyén di vang roi. Nhung anh
s& rat ming néu bay gid em thanh that voi anh.”

“Chac chan r61.” To1 gat dau nhiét tinh. “Tat nhién.”

“Gan day, anh méi bat dau mot moi quan hé mdéi,” anh noi, vé hot

ngai ngung.

“Ai1 cha!” Toi ngac nhién. “Hay day chir. Connor, em rat mung. Tén
cod ay la gi?”

“Co ay la Francesca.”

/4
A 2 29

“Thé anh quen c0 ay §...

“Anh mudn hoi em vé chuyén tinh duc,” cudi cung Connor noi, cat
ngang t61 mgt cach vdi va vi xau ho.

“O! Puoc théi.” To6i thoang thdy hoang mang va voi che gidu bang

"3

cach nhép mot ngum ruoQu. “Té4t nhién
“Em c6 chan thyc vé1 anh trong... chuyén d6 khong?”
“Q... y anh 12 sa0?” Tdi nhe nhang héi dé tri hoan.

“Em c06 chan thuc v61 anh khi ¢ trén givong khong?” Mat anh dé nhu
gic. “Hay em chi vo 1am diéu d6?”

Oi khong. Do 1a diéu anh Ay nghi sao?

“Connor, em chua ting vo c6 khoai cam véi anh.” To61 ha giong. “Em
dit tay 1én tim thé ddy. Em chua timg lam véy.”

“U... dugc r6i.” Anh xoa mili lung tang. “Nhung em c6 gia vo bat ctr
diéu gi khac khong?”

To1 nhin anh boi r61. “Em khong chac anh dang...”
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“Co diéu gi...” anh hang giong.
“... bat ctr k¥ thuat nao anh ding ma em chi vo to ra thich tha?”
Oi Chua oi. Xin ding hoi tdi cau ay chi.

“Anh biét déy. Em thyc su... khong nhd dugce!” Toi phong ve. “Thuc
ra, em nén di...”

“Emma, hay cho anh biét!” anh noi, d6t nhién gian dit. “Anh dang bat
dau mot moéi quan hé méi. S& cong bang khi anh co thé... hoc duge tir sai
lam trong qua khir.”

To1 nhin lai guong mdt sdng bong cuia anh va cam thay vo cung ay
nay. Anh no1 dang. T61 nén chan thyc. Cu6i cung thi t61 nén chan thuc vl
anh.

“Puoc thoi,” to1 nodi, va dich lai gﬁn hon mét chat. “Anh nhé diéu anh
lam bang ludi cha?” Tdi ha giong thap hon nita. “Cai dong tac... truwot d6?
Po6i khi nd khién em muén... pha 1én cuoi. Vi thé néu em c6 mot 1oi
khuyén lién quan dén ban gai méi cia anh, thi sé& 1a dimg lam...”

Tdi ndi nho dan khi nhin vé mat anh.
Khén that. Anh ay da lam diéu do.

“Francesca bao...” Connor ndi bang giong ciing ngac. “Francesca bao
cai do lam c6 ay rat phan khich.”

“Em chdc 1a vay!” Toi1 liéu linh rat lui. “Phu nit khong ai gidong ai ca.
Co thé chung em ciing khac... mdi ngudi thich... mot kiéu.”

Connor nhin t61 kinh ngac.

“C9 4y ciing bao thich nhac jazz.”
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“Q, em nghi cb ay thich that day! R4t nhiéu nguoi thich nhac jazz co

“C6 ay thich cach anh trich dan cac cau thoai ctia Woody Allen.” Anh
x0a grong mit do tmg. “Co ay ¢ ndi doi khong?”

“Khong, em chac 1a khong dau...” Toi no1 nhd dan véi vé tuyét vong.

“Emma...” Anh nhin t6i hoang mang. “C6 phai moi phu nit déu c6 bi
mat khong?”

O1 khong. Phai chang t61 da mai mai huy hoai ni€m tin cua Connor
vao phu nit?

“Khong!” to1 kéu 1én. “Tat nhién 1a khong ro1! No1 thuc nhe, Connor,
em chdc chi minh em c¢6 tho1.”

Nhitng 161 cta t6i kho dan trén moi khi t6i thodng thdy mot mai toc
vang quen thudc ¢ 16i vao. Tim toi ngimg dap.

Do khong thé 1a...
Do khong phai...
“Connor, em phai di.” To1 noi1, va bat dau voi va lao ve phia cua.

“Co ay ndi cd ay mac ¢d muoi!” Connor goi voi theo té1 mot cach
tuyét vong. “Dic€u d6 nghia la sao? Anh thuc sy nén mua cd nao?”

“Muoi hai!” to1 no1 véi lai qua vai.

Pung thé. Do 1a Jemima. Pung ¢ phong giai lao. C6 ta lam gi ¢ day
chua?

Cura lai mo ra va t61 bi soc. Toi suyt ngat xiu. Co ta dua theo mot
nguoi dan 6ng. Mac quan jean, toc cat ngan va dé1 mat ddo nhanh nhu soc.
Anh ta deo mot cai may anh ¢ vai va dang nhin quanh hao hing.
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Khong.
Co ta khong thé 1am thé.
“Emma,” mot giong noi vang 1én bén tai toi.

“Jack!” To61 quay nguoi lai thi thady anh dang cli xuoéng cudi voi toi,
do61 mat sam mau nhin to1 triu mén.

“Em khong sao cht?” anh no1, khé cham vao miii tou.
“Em 60n ca!” to1 hoi rit Ién. “Em rat 6n!”
To1 phai giai quyét tinh hudng nay. Toi phai lam the.

“Jack, anh lay giup em chit nudc duge khong?” Toi nghe thidy minh
no6i. “Em sé& dimg day. Em cam thay hoi chong mit.” Trong Jack lo lang.

“Anh da nghi c6 gi do khong 6n ma. D€ anh dua em v€ nhé. Anh s€
goi xe.”

“Khong. Khong sao ma. Em muén & lai. Hay 1y nudc cho em. Pi
di.” Toi noi thém voi y nghi chot nay dén.

Ngay khi anh ay di, t6i ddm b6 vao phong giai lao, suyt thi truot chan
vi vO1 va.

“Emma!” Jemima nhin 1€n vui vé. “Tuyé¢t voi! Té dang dinh tim cau.
Pay 1a Mick. Anh 4y mudn héi cdu vai cau. Bon t& nghi ta s& ding cai
phong nhé ¢ day.” C6 ta di vao mot cin phong nhé dé khong canh phong
giai lao.

“Khoéng!” t6i noi, tom lay tay ¢ ta. “Jemima, cdu phai di. Bay gio. Di
di.”

“Té s& khong di dau hét!” Jemima giat tay khoi tay t6i va liéc sang
Mick, ltc d6 dang dong ctra sau lung toi. “Toi di néi véi anh o 4y rat kho
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tinh vé chuyén nay ma.”

“Mick Collins,” Mick tong mot cai danh thiép vao tay toi. “Rat vui
dugc gip co6, Emma. Khong c6 gi phai lo lang ca, phai khong?” Anh ta cudi
xoa diu, nhu thé d3 rat quen véi viéc xtr tri nhitg phu nit hoang loan dudi
anh ta di. Ma co6 1& dang 1a nhu vay that. “Ta hiy ngdi xuéng mot chut,
chuyén tro vui ve...”

Anh ta nhai keo cao su trong khi néi, va khi ngti thdy mui bac ha
phang phat bay sang chd toi, suyt thi toi phat oe.

“Nghe nay, c6 hiéu lam & day,” t61 no1, budc minh phai to ra lich su.
“To1 e rang khong c6 cau chuyén nao hét.”

“Chung ta s€ xem xét chuyén do, dugc cha?” Mick no61 voi1 nu cuoi
than thién. “Co chi can noi véi to1 thong tin...”

“Khong! Y t61 1a, khong c6 gi hét.” To1 quay sang Jemima. “T¢ da
bao cau la t¢ khong mudn cau lam gi co ma. Cau da htra vai t6!”

“Emma, cdu la do yéu dubi.” Co ta buc boi nhin sang Mick. “Anh da
thiy 1y do tai sao toi budc phai hanh dong chwa? T6i di noi véi anh Jack
Harper d6i xir nhu mot ga khon thé nao vdi co ay roi ddy. Anh ta nén bi day
cho mot bai hoc.”

“Hoan toan dang,” Mick dong ¥ va nghiéng dau sang mot bén nhu dé
danh gi4 t6i. “Rat hap din,” anh ta néi voi Jemima. “Co biét ddy, ta c6 thé
nghi dén mot bai dic biét c6 kém phong van. Cude choi ciia t6i v6i sép 16m.
Ta c6 thé kiém duogc bon tién déy,” anh ta no1 thém voi toi.

“Khéng!” toi hoang hét.

“Emma, dung c6 xau ho nhu vay nira!” Jemima kéu 1én. “Cau muon
lam viéc nay. Pay co6 thé 1a ca mdt su nghi€p mdi cia cau, cau nhan ra
chu.”
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“T& khong muodn cé su nghi€p moi!”

“Vay thi cau nén muodn di! Cau c6 biet Monica Lewinsky moi nam
kiém dugc bao nhiéu tién khong?”

“Cau that bénh hoan,” t61 n61 v&i vé hoang mang. “Bénh hoan, méo

4 2

mao...
“Emma té' Chi hénh d@n Vi 101 iCh Cﬁa Cﬁu.”
s v v 3

“Khoéng dau!” to1 kéu lIén, cam tha maflt minh do I'uc. “Té6... t& co thé
g b y
s€ quay 1a1 voi Jack!”

Ba muoi gidy yén ling. T6i nhin ¢6 ta tring trimg, cd nin thd. Roi
moi chuyén dién ra ctr nhu thé c6 mot con robot giét nguoi lao vao hanh
dong, ban ra thém nhiéu tia nira.

“Thé thi cang c6 1y do dé lam viéc nay!” Jemima noéi. “Né s& khién
anh ta phai nhiét tinh hon. N6 s& cho anh ta thiy ai 1a chu. Tiép tuc di,
Mick.”

“Phéng van Emma Corrigan. Thir Ba, 15 thang Bay, 9h40.” T6i nhin
l1én, cirng nguoit lai vi s¢ hai. Mick da 161 ra mdt cai may ghi am nho va
dang huéng vé phia toi.

“Lan dau co gip Jack Harper 13 trén mot chuyén bay. Liéu co ¢ thé
xac nhan chuyén bay nay bay tir dau dén ddu khong?” Anh ta mim cudi voi
to1. “Co ctr no1 ty nhién nhu n61 chuyén dién thoai véi ban be éy.”

“Thoi1 di!” toi la 1én. “Hay ro1 khoi day! b1 di!”

“Emma, hdy nguoi 16n mot chat nao,” Jemima s6t rudt noi. “Mick sé
tim ra bi mat nay 1a gi, cho du cau c¢6 giup anh ay hay khong, vi thé tot nhat
cdu nén...” C6 ta dimg ngay lai khi nghe tiéng tay nim cira lach cach xoay.

Can phong nhu chao ddo quanh toi.
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Xin dirng noi... xin dung...

Khi canh cua tur tor mo ra, t61 khong sao thd n61. Toi khong thé nhuac
nhich.

T6i chwa timg so hii dén vay trong doi.

“Emma?” Jack nbi va budce vao, tay cam hai ly nuée. “Em 6n chr?”
Anh lay cho em ca nudc loc va nude khoang, boi vi anh khong chac...”

Anh né6i nhé dan, dua mét bdi rdéi nhin Jemima roi lai nhin sang Mick.
Véi mot thoang bdi rdi, anh xem tAm danh thiép ctia Mick, van trong tay
t6i. R6i anh nhin anh huéng dén may ghi 4m va mot diéu gi d6 thoang ludt
qua mat anh.

“Co 18 toi nén di,” Mick thi thAm, nhuéng may v4i Jemima. Anh ta
tha chiéc may ghi Am vao tai, nhit ba 16 1én va 1én ra khoi phong. Khong ai
n6i gi mot luc. Tat ca nhimg gi toi c¢6 thé nghe thay 1a tiéng thinh thich doi
manh trong dau.

“Ai1vay?” cuoi cung Jack noéi. “Mot nha bao?”

Anh sang da bién mat khoi mat anh. Trong anh nhu thé c6 ai d6 vura
giam nat khu vuon cta anh vay.

“Em... Jack...” t01 n61 giong khan khan. “Khong phai... Khong phai...”

“Tai sao...” Anh xoa may, nhu thé c6 gang hic€u tinh hinh. “Tai sao
em lai no1 chuyén v61 mot nha bao?”

“Thé anh nghi tai sao ¢6 ay lai n6i chuyén vo1 mgt nha bao?” Jemima
vénh vao xen vao.

“Sao co?” Cai nhin cua Jack hudng sang co ta voi vé thi€u thién cam.
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“Anh nghi anh 1a mét triéu pha 16n! Anh nghi anh c6 thé loi dung
nhitng con ngudi bé nhd. Anh nghi anh c6 thé tiét 16 bi mat riéng tu cta
nguoi khac va 1am nhuc ho ma chéng phai chiu trach nhiém gi. Khong dugc
dau!”

Co ta tién thém mot budc vé phia anh, khoanh tay trudc nguc va vénh
cam 1én thoa méin. “Emma da chd co hoi tra thu anh, va gio ddy co dy da
tim thay! D6 ld mot nha bao, néu anh mudn biét. Va anh dy dang lam vu
ctia anh. Khi anh thay cai bi mat nho bé vu anh bay t6i Scotland duoc ding
trén moi to bao, co 1& anh s& biét cam gidc bi lura dbi 1a thé nao! Va co I8

"’

anh s& hdi tiéc. Noi véi anh ta di, Emma! Cho anh ta biét di
Nhung t61 hoan toan té liét.

Ngay gidy phut c6 ta néi d&én tir Scotland, t6i thdy vé mat Jack thay
d6i. Nhu thé v& vun. Anh dudng nhu v cung dau dén stimg s6t. Anh nhin
thang vao t6i va t6i c¢6 thé thay ndi hoai nghi dang 16n dan trong mat anh.

“Anh c6 thé nghi anh hiéu Emma, nhung khoéng dau,” Jemima tiép
tuc dy thoa man, nhur mot con méo dang xé nat con mdi. “Anh di danh gia
thap co 4y, Jack Harper. Anh da danh gia thip kha nang ctia co ay.”

Im di! Toi hét 1én trong long. Do khong phai la sw that! Jack, em sé
khong bao gio, em sé khong bao gio...

Nhung co thé t6i hoan toan bat dong. Toi tham chi con khéng nudt
dugc. Tbi bi troi chit, nhin anh v6 vong véi mot guong mit day vé toi 16i.

Jack m& miéng ra, nhung ro1 kheép lai. Anh xoay nguoi, day ctra budc
ra ngoai.

Trong giay lat, yén lang bao trum can phong nho.

“Thé day!” Jemima noi, dap tay day dac thing. “Piéu d6 s& cho anh
ta thay!”
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Ct nhu thé c6 ta pha vo cau than cha. Dot nhién t6i lai ¢6 thé cu
dong. Toi c6 thé thd duoc.

“Cau...” To1 gan nhu run ray dén muc khong néi dugce. “Do6 khon ngu
ngoc... ngu ngdc... vo tam!”

Ctra m¢ ra va Lissy xuat hi€n, mat mo to.

“Chuyén quai gi xay ra & day vay?” c¢6 hoi. “Té vira thdy Jack lao ra
ngoai. Nhanh nhu chép vay!”

“Co ta dua mot nha bao toi day!” t6i dau dén noi, chi vé phia Jemima.
“Mot g nha bao 14 cai khén kiép. Va Jack thdy bon minh & day, va anh ay
nghi... Chtia méi biét anh 4y nghi gi...”

“Do bo cai ngu ngdce!” Lissy tat thang vao mat Jemima. “Cau nghi cai
gi co chu?”

“Oat! Té dang giup Emma tra thu ma.”

“Anh ay khong phai ké thii, 6 ngbc...” Toi chuc oa 1én khoc. “Lissy...
to phai lam gi? Lam gi day?”

“D1 d1,” ¢ no1, va nhin t61 bang d61 mat lo lang. “Cau van co6 thé dudi
kip anh ay. b1 di.”

T6i lao ra khoi cira va chay qua san, nguc phip phong, phoi bong rat.
Khi ra téi ngoai dudng, t6i dién cudng nhin ca hai phia. Roi t6i thay anh di
xudi xudng cubdi pho.

“Jack, cho da.”
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Anh dang sai budc, dién thoai 4p vao tai, va khi nghe thay giong toi,
anh quay lai voi vé mat cang thang.

“Vay d6 14 1y do em quan tdm t&i Scotland dén thé.”

“Khoéng!” toi noi, that kinh. “Khéng! Nghe nay, Jack, ho khong biét.
Ho khong biét gi hét. Em hira. Em khong néi véi ho vé...” Toi tu ngin minh
lai. “Tat ca nhitng gi Jemima biét 12 anh da ¢ d6. Khong co gi hon. Co ta
chi lira gat anh. Em khong noi gi hét.”

Jack khong tra 1oi. Anh nhin t61 hoi l4u, rdi bat dau sai budc tiép.

“Chinh Jemima da goi cho ga do, chir khong phai em!” t61 kéu lén
tuyét vong, chay theo anh. “Em dang ¢ gang ngin cb ta lai... Jack, anh hiéu
em ma! Anh biét em s& khong bao gi 1am thé véi anh ma. Pung 1a em da
no6i v4i Jemima chuyén anh ¢ Scotland. Liic d6 em bj ton thuong, em gian
dir, va diéu do... budt ra. Va dé 1a mot sai 1am. Nhung... nhung anh ciing
pham sai 1dm, va em di tha thir cho anh.”

Anh tham chi khong nhin t61. Anh tham chi khong cho t61 mot co hoi.
Chiéc xe mau bac cta anh ghé sat vao 18 dudng, va anh mo cira biang ghé
sau.

T6i cam thay dau nhoi, hoang so.

“Jack, chuyén d6 khong phai do em,” t6i dién cudng kéu 1én. “Khong
phai em. Anh phai tin em. D6 khong phai 1 1y do em hoi vé Scotland! Em
khong mudn... mudn bdn bi mat cta anh!” Nudc mat chay thanh dong trén
mat toi, va to1 gat di that manh. “Em tham chi khong mubn biét mot bi mat
16n dén nhu vay. Em chi mudn biét nhitng bi mat nho cta anh! Nhimng bi
mat ngdc nghéch cia anh! Em chi muén hiéu vé anh... nhu anh hiéu em.”

Nhung anh khoéng quay lai. Tiéng ctra xe sap manh, va chiéc xe lan
banh xuo1 doc phé. T61 b1 bé lai trén via he, hoan toan c6 ddc.
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Hai muwoi sau

Trong mot lac, toi khong thé cir dong. Toi dimg dd, choang vang, gid
thdi trén mat, tran tréi nhin vao mot diém & cudi con duong noi chiéc xe
ctia Jack mat hat. Toi van nghe thay tiéng anh. Tdi van c6 thé thdy mat anh.
Céach anh nhin t6i nhu thé anh khong quen biét t6i, sau moi chuyén.

Con dau bung phat khap co thé va t6i nham mat, gan nhu khong chiu
dung ndi. Gia ma toi ¢ thé quay nguoc lai thoi gian... gia ma t6i manh mé
hon... gid ma t6i dan Jemima va ban ¢6 ta khoi chd d6... gia ma tdi 1én tiéng
nhanh hon khi Jack xuat hién...

Nhung t61 khong lam thé. Va moi chuyén da qua muon.

Mot nhém khach cua biia tiéc di ra ngoai via he, cuoi dua va noi
chuyén vé taxi.

“C06 khong sao chr?” mdt nguoi to mo hoéi té1 khién to1 giat minh.

“To1 khong sao,” t61 noi. “Cam on.” Toi nhin mot 1an nita & noi chiéc
xe cua Jack mat hut, r61 budc minh quay nguoi lai va tur tir tré vao bira tiéc.

Tbi thay Lissy va Jemima van & trong cin phong nhd. Jemima ram lai
vi s¢ hai khi bi Lissy cong kich.

“... con khon ich ky non nét! Cau lam t61 phat 6m, cau biét chu?”

T6i timg nghe ai d6 ndi trong phién xir Lissy giéng nhu mot con ché
dir ma chua bao gio hiéu tai sao. Nhung gi6 day, khi nhin c6 di di lai lai, hai
mat toe Iira gian dit, ban than toi cling thay hoi so.
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“Emma, bdo cau ay théi di!” Jemima van nai. “Bdo cau ay dung la to

2

nua.
“Unm... chuyén thé nao r6i?” Lissy nhin toi, mit sang bung hy vong.
T6i im ling lic dau.
“Co phai...”
“Anh éiy di r6i.” T6i nudt khan. “TG thuc su khong mudn nodi vé
chuyén dé.”
“Oi, Emma.” C6 cin moi.

“Pung,” t61 nd1 bang giong run run. “T¢é s€ khoc mat.” To1 dua vao
tuong va hit vai hoi tho sau, cd gang tr¢ lai binh thuong. “Ban ¢6 ta dau
r01?” cudi cung to1 nodi, chi tay vé phia Jemima.

“Anh ta bi tng ra ngoai roi,” Lissy néi, vé hai long. “Anh ta dinh
chup anh Tham phan Hugh Morris mic quan chén, nhung mot dam luat su
d3 vay ldy va tdng c6 anh ta ra ngoai.”

“Jemima, nghe t& ddy.” Toi budc minh nhin vao cip mat xanh chang
hé t6 ra 3n nin cta cb ta. “Cau khong dugc phép dé anh ta tim hiéu thém
bat ctr chuyén gi nita. Khong dugc phép.”

“DPugc ro1,” co ta noi giong khan khan. “T¢ da nodi chuyén véi anh ta.
Lissy da bugc t¢ 1am thé. Anh ta s€é khong theo duo6i chuyén do6 nira.”

“Sao cau biet dieu do?”

“Anh ta s€ khong lam bat ctr di€u gi khién me t& buc minh. Anh ta c6
moi1 quan hé kha c6 lgi véi me t6.”

T6i hudng sang Lissy cai nhin ham y “liéu ta c6 thé tin ¢ ta khong?”
va ¢b 4y nhtn vai nghi ng.
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“Jemima, day 1a mot 101 canh bdo.” To1 budc to1 ctra, 161 quay lai voi
vé mat lanh lung. “Néu bat ctr diéu gi lién quan dén chuyén nay lan ra - bat
at 12 Y€ Yy
cir diéu gi - td s€ cong bo chuyén cau ngay day.”

“Td dau co ngay!” Jemima chanh chua.

“Co day,” Lissy noéi. “Khi udng qua nhiéu, cau s€ ngay rat to. Va bon
t&d s€ noi cho ca ban dan thién ha biét chuyén cau mua chiéc ao Donna
Karan ¢ ctra hang giam gia.”

Jemima ha hoc mom kinh hai.
“Pau co!” co ta ndi, hai méa do bung.
“Co6 day. T¢ da nhin thay chiéc ti mua hang,” t61 xen vao. “Va bon

t& s& cong bo chuyén cau da timg hoi xin gidy vé sinh, chit khong phai khan

4 2

an.
Jemima bit tay 1én miéng.
“... va ngoc trai cua cdu 13 ngoc trai nudi, chir khéng phai d6 xin...”
“... va cau chua bao gid ndu an & cac bira tiéc t6i...”
“... va birc anh chup cau gap go hoang tir William la gia...”

“... va bon t¢ s€ noi voi tirng nguoil dan 6ng ma cau hen ho ké tr gio
rang tat ca nhiing gi cau theo duodi 1a mot vién da quy trén ngoédn tay!” To1
két thuc, va li€c nhin Lissy day biét on.

“Pugc ro6i!” Jemima noi, gﬁn nhu phat khéc. “Dugc roi! TG hira sé
quén toan bd chuyén nay. T htra. Chi xin cac ciu dimg nhic dén chuyén
cira hang giam gia. Xin dung. Bay gio t& di duoc chua?” Co ta nhin Lissy
khan nai.
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“Puogc, cau di duogc roi,” Lissy khinh khinh, va Jemima hép tép ra
khoi phong. Khi cira dong lai, t6i nhin Lissy cham cham.

“Buc hinh Jemima véi hoang tor William 1a gia sao?”

“Dung! Té chua no1 voi cau sao? Co lan té lam giap co ta vai thir trén
may tinh, va t& mé nham mot tap tin - ro1 t& thay buc hinh d6. Co ta dan
dau minh l1én than hinh mdt ¢6 gai khac!”

T6i khong thé nin cudi.
“Co gai @6 that khong tin noi.”

To1 tha nguoil xudng ghe, dot nhién cam thay mét 14, va trong giay lat
chung t61 déu yén lang. Phia xa c6 tiéng cudi 1o 1€n trong bira tiéc, va ai do
di ngang qua ctra phong, noi vé rac ro1 véi h¢ thong toa an nhu hién nay...

“Anh 4y c6 chiu nghe cau khong?” cudi cing Lissy noi.
“Khoéng. Anh 4y chi bo di.”

“Chang phai thé l1a hoi cuc doan sao? Y t& 1a, anh ay tiet 10 moi bi
mat cua cau. Cau chi tiét 10 c6 mot bi mat cua...”

“Cau khong hiéu,” t6i nhin xubng tim tham mau nau xam. “Diéu Jack
n6i vai t, d6 khong phai chi 1a chuyén binh thuong. D6 1a diéu hét stic quy
gia v6i anh dy. Anh 4y toi tan day chi dé noi diéu d6 véi t6. Dé to thdy rang
anh Ay tin tuong t6.” Toi nudt ning né. “Vay ma mot gidy sau anh dy phat
hién ra té phun diéu d6 cho mét nha bao.”

“Nhung cdu dau c6 lam thé!” Lissy noi cuong quyét. “Emma, day

2
!

khong phai 101 cua cdu

“Co ma!” Nudc mat dang day trong mat to1. “Gia ma t& gitt mom gitr
y
miéng, gid ma ngay tir dau t& chua bao gio noi1 bat ctr di€u gi véi Jemima...”
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“Du sao thi ¢ ta cling s€ lam di€u gi d6 vd1 anh ay thoi,” Lissy noi.
“Anh ay s€ kién co ta vi da lam xudc xe. Hodc duong vat bi ton thuong.”
To1 run ray cuoi.

Cénh cira bat mé, va anh chang cai 16ng chim t6i nhin thay ¢ canh ga
lac trude nhin vao. “Lissy! Co day roi. Ho dang don thirc an. Trong kha
ngon day.”

“Pugc r61,” ¢b ay noi. “Cam on, Colin. T61 s€ ra ngay day.”
Anh ta di va Lissy quay sang toi.
“Céau c6 muon an gi khong?”

“T¢ khong doi. Nhung cau di di,” t61 vo1 noi thém. “Chac cdu phai
doi 1dm sau budi dién.”

“Do1 con cao,” cd ay thura nhan. Ro61 c6 ay nhin to1 lo lang. “Nhung
cau s€ lam gi?

“T¢ s€... vé nha thoi,” to1 ndi, va co gang cuoi that twoi. “DPung lo,
Lissy. Té s€ on thoi.”

T6i di dinh vé nha. Nhung khi ra dén bén ngoai, t6i lai thdy minh
khong du can dam lam vay. Toi bi cudn lai vi cang théng, nhu mot cudn
kim loai. To1 khong thé chiu dung duogc viéc vao du bira tieéc va budng ra
vai cdu chuyén phiém - nhung t6i cling khong thé chiu dung bén btic tuong
yén lang cua phong minh. Bay gi¢ thi chua.

Thay vao d6, toi di ngang qua san, huéng vé phia khan phong tréng
hodc. Cira khong khoa va toi di thang vao trong. Toi di qua bong téi téi mot
cai ghé & gitra va mét moi ngdi xudng mit ghé boc vai nhung tim ém ai.
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Va khi t6i nhin vao bong tdi yén ling cua cai san khau tréng khong,
hai giot nudc mét tir tir lin xudng ma. T6i khong tin ndi minh lai c6 thé 1am
hong moi chuyén mot cach ti té nhu vay. To61 khong tin ndi Jack thuc su
nghi t6i... rang anh 4y nghi toi sé&...

Toi cir thay vé sting sot ay trén mét anh. To6i ¢t nhé lai ndi bat lyc ay,
con tuy¢t vong muon 1én tiéng, mudn thanh minh ay.

Gia ma toi c6 thé 1am lai...
Dot nhién co tiéng cot ket. Canh ctra tir tr mo ra.

To1 ngdp ngung nhin qua anh sang 16 mo khi mdt bong ngudi bude
vao khan phong va ding lai. Du ¢6 gang kiém ché, tim toi van bat dau dap
thinh thich v&i niém hy vong khong sao chiu dung noi.

Do 1a Jack. D6 phai 1a Jack. Anh téi1 tim to1.

Mot khoang yén lang kéo dai, dau dén. T6i cing thang vi so hai. Tai
sao anh lai khong noi gi? Tai sao anh khong 1én tiéng?

C6 phai anh dang tring phat t6i? C6 phai anh cho doi toi xin 16i mot
lan nita? Oi Chia oi, day dung 1a don tra tin ma. Hay néi diéu gi do, toi
tham van nai. Chi can noi gi do.

“Ot1 Francesca...”
“Connor...”

Sao? Toi nhin lai 1an nita, moi thir di rd nét hon, va thiy 1ong minh
tan nat vi that vong. Toi ding 1a mot con ngde. P6 khong phai 1a Jack.
Khong phai mot ngudi, ma 1a hai. P6 1a Connor va ngudi chic han 1 ban
gai moi cta anh Ay - va ho dang hon nhau.

Pau khd, t6i co ngudi lai trén ghé, c¢b gang bit tai. Nhung chang ich
gi, t6i c6 thé nghe thay moi thi.
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“Em c6 thich thé nay khong?” t6i nghe tiéng Connor thi tham.
“Umm...”

“Em c6 thuc sy thich khong?”

“Tat nhién 14 em thich! Ping c6 héi em mai thé!”

“Anh xin 161,” Connor noi, sau do6 la yén lang, ngoai trir ti€ng
“ummm” la lung.

“Em c6 thich thé nay khong?” dot nhién giong anh lai vang 1én.
“Em da bao vo1 anh 1a co ma.”

“Francesca, hay noi that, dugc cht?” Giong Connor béi roi Ién cao.
“Bé1 vi néu cau tra 101 do nghia 1a khong, thi...”

“N6 khong c6 nghia 1a khong! Connor, anh sao vay?”
“Vén dé cta anh 13 anh khong tin em.”

“Anh khong tin em?” Giong ¢ ta gian dit. “Thé quai nao ma anh lai
khong tin em?”

Dot nhién t61 cdm thay hoi han. Pay hoan toan la 161 cua t61. Toi
khong chi ph4a hong mo61 quan h¢ cia minh, gio day t61 con lam hong cad moi
quan h¢ cua ho nira. T61 phai lam gi d6. T61 phai c6 gang xay dung cau noi.

Toi hing giong. “O... xin 16i?”
“Ai1vay?” giong Francesca the thé. “Co ai & do vay?”
“La to1. Emma. Ban gai cii cua Connor.”

Mot hang bong dén sang 18n, va toi thdy mot ¢ gai toc d6 dang nhin
t6i nhu chuén bi tham chién, tay dat trén cong tac den.
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“Co lam cai quai gi vay? Rinh mo ching to61 u?”

“Khong!” t6i noi. “Nghe nay, toi xin 16i. Toi khong dinh... T6i khong
thé khong nghe thay...” Toi nudt nudc bot. “Van dé 13, Connor khong khod
khin dau. Anh 4y chi muén c6 chan that. Anh 4y mudn biét c6 mudn gi.”
T6i tao ra vé mat hiéu biét nhat ctia minh. “Francesca... hdy noi v6i anh 4y
diéu c6 mudn.”

Francesca nhin t61 hoai nghi, sau d6 nhin sang Connor.
“Em muon c06 ta bién di.” Co ta chi vao toi.
“0,” t6i noi, hoti sirng sot. “O, dugc thoi. Xin 161.”

“Va tat den khi ¢6 di ra,” Francesca ndi thém, kéo Connor doc 161 di
v€ phia sau san khau.

Ho s€ lam tinh chang?
Puoc thoi, té1 thuc sy khong mubn & lai khi ho lam chuyén do.

To1 vO1 va cam tui lén va nhanh chong di doc hang ghé vé phia 161 ra.
To1 di qua canh ctira d6i vao sanh, tat cong tac deén, ro1 budc ra san. Toi
dong cua lai phia sau, va nhin lén.

Nguoi to1 cung do.
T6i khong tin n6i. Do 1a Jack.

D6 1a Jack, dang di vé phia toi, sai budc that nhanh qua san, vé quyét
tam hién rd trén nét mat. Toi khong co thoi gian dé nghi, hay chuan bi.

Tim t61 dap dién loan. Toi mudbn néi hodc khoc hoic... 1am gi do,
nhung t6i khong thé.

Anh t&i chd toi cung véi tiéng lao xao trén soi, nam lay vai toi, va
nhin t61 that 1au, that manh liét.
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“Anh s¢ bong t61.”
“Sao co?” to1 ap ung.

“Anh sg bong toi. Van ludén nhu vdy. Anh gidu mot chiéc gy bong
chay dudi gdm givong, chi dé dé phong.”

T61 nhin anh véi vé ngd ngang tot do.
“Jack...”

“Anh chua bao gio thich trimg c4 mudi,” anh thét 1én. “Anh... anh
xau ho véi giong Phap ctia anh.”

“Jack, anh dang...”

“Anh c6 seo & ¢co tay do lam v& mdt chai bia hdi anh mudi bon tudi.
Khi con 1a tré con, anh thuong dinh keo cao su dudi ban an cta di Francine.
Lan dau tién anh 1am tinh 13 v&i mot ¢ gai tén Lisa Greenwood trong kho
thoc cua chi co ay, va sau d6 anh hoi liéu anh c6 thé gitr 4o 16t cua co Ay dé
khoe vé1 ban be khong.”

To1 khong thé nén cudi, du vay Jack van tiép tuc, mat van khong roi
mit toi.

“Anh chua tung deo chiéc ca vat nao ma me tang anh vao cac dip
Giang sinh. Anh van luén mudn minh cao hon mét vai xing ti mét. Anh...
anh khong biét phy thudc 1dn nhau nghia 1 gi. Anh rat hay mo minh 1a Siéu
nhan, tir trén troi roi xuéng. D61 khi anh ngdi trong phong hop hoi dong
quan tri, nhin quanh va nghi ‘MAy ga nay la nhiing ké quai nao nhi’?”

Anh hit mot hoi, roi nhin t6i. Mat anh sdm hon bao gio hét.

“Anh gip mot co gi trén chuyén bay. Va... nhd d6 ca cudc doi anh da
thay d6i.”
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Nguoi toi ran 1én. C6 hong nghen lai, ddu ong ong. Tdi c¢6 khong
khoc, nhung mat t61 méo xéch.

“Jack,” t61 nudt vao tuyét vong. “Em khong... Em thyuc su khong...”

“Anh biét,” anh gat dau, cat ngang 10i t6i. “Anh biét em khong lam
thé.”

“Em s€ khong bao gio...”

“Anh biét em khong bao gio 1am thé,” anh n6i nhe nhang. “Anh biét
em khong bao gid lam thé.”

Va gio day to1 khong thé kim nén ndi nita, nwde mat bat dau tudn trao
vi cam gidc khuay khoa tot cung. Anh ay biét. Moi chuyén da on ca.

“Vay...” Toi1 lau mat, c0 gang tu kiém ché. “Vay diéu nay... di€u nay
co nghia la... ching ta...” T61 khong du can dam noi ra tur do.

Yén ling kéo dai khong sao chiu dung noi.
Néu anh néi khong, t6i khong biét minh s& phai lam gi nira.

“Em c6 thé chua muon quyét dinh,” cudi cung Jack noéi, va nhin t61
bat dong. “Bo1 vi anh con rat nhiéu diéu dé ké cho em. Va khong phai déu
hay ho c4 dau.”

To1 cuo1 run ray.
“Anh khong phai néi gi véi em hét.”

“Q, c¢6 ddy,” Jack néi chic chan. “Anh nghi 13 c6 day. Minh di dao
nhé?” Anh chi ra san. “Boi vi chuyén ndy ciing ton thoi gian day.”

“Duoc thoi,” t6i nodi, giong van con hoi run riy. Jack gio tay ra, va
sau phut ngap ngung, t61 khodac tay anh.
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“U... anh n6i dén dau roi nhi?” anh hoi, khi ching t6i budc xubng
san. “O, duogc roi. Em khong duoc ndi chuyén nay véi bat ky ai dau day.”
Anh 4y cui xudng thap va ha giong. “Anh khong thich Panther Cola lam.
Anh thich Pepsi hon.”

“Khoéng phai thé chu!” Toi simg sot.

“Thinh thoang anh con d6 Pepsi vao lon Panther...”

“Qi khong!” T6i pha 1én cuoi.

“That day. Anh d3 noi véi em 1a khong hay ho gi ma...”

Chung t61 tur tor cung nhau dao budc quanh céi san to1 vang tanh. Am
thanh duy nhat 1a tiéng lao xao trén soi, tiéng gi6 xao xac trén cay, va giong
no61 am ap cua Jack. No1 vai to1 moi diéu.
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Hai muwoi bay

That dang kinh ngac khi gio day t61 da trd thanh con nguot hoan toan
khac. Ctr nhu thé t6i da duge bién d6i. T6i la Emma méi. Céi mé hon chinh
t6i ngdy trudc nhiéu. Chan thanh hon nhiéu. Bdi vi diéu toi da hoc duoc 13,
néu ta khong thé chan thanh v4i ban bé dong nghiép va nhiing ngudi ta yéu
thuong, thi cudc do1 nay con c¢é y nghia gi chir?

Nhitng bi mat duy nhat cua t6i bay gio 1a nhimg bi mat nho xiu chang
may quan trong. Ma toi hau nhu ciing chang c6 may. C6 khi t6i con dém
dugc ching trén dau ngon tay. Y toi 13, nhitng diéu t6i c6 thé nghi ngay toi
la:

1. T6i khong chac vé nhiing lon téc mai highlight ctia me.

2. Chiéc banh kiéu Hy Lap ma Lissy lam nhéan dip sinh nhat toi 1a
chiéc banh kinh nhat ma t6i timg ném.

3. T6i muon bd d6 tam Ralph Lauren ctia Jemima khi di nghi cung b
me, va to1 da lam dat mot day.

4. Co6 hom khi dang 1ai xe, to1 suyt budt miéng “Cai dong song 16n
bao quanh London nay la song gi vay?” thi dot nhién nhéan ra d6 1a duong
cao toc M25.

5. Tuan trudc to61 c6 mdt giac mo la lung, vé Lissy va Sven.
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6. Toi bat dau bi mat tudi cho cay nhén ctua Artemis loai thirc an “Tai
tao” cho cay.

7. To1 chdc chl cd vang Sammy lai bi 61 mot 1an nita. Cai vay maoi
do tu dau ra chir?

8. Toi biét minh phai ngimg phat tam danh thiép “Emma Corrigan,
Chuyén vién Marketing” cho nhitng nguo1 hoan toan xa la, nhung t61 khong
thé.

9. Toi khong biét pro-ceramide cai tién 1a cai gi. (T6i tham chi cling
khong biét pro-ceramide cai i 13 cai gi luon.)

10. Pém qua, khi Jack néi “Em dang nghi gi thé?” va téi lién bao, <O,
khong co gi...” thi d6 khong han 1a sy that. Sy that 1a toi dang ngﬁm dat tén
cho dam con cua chung toi.

Nhung van dé 1a c¢6 vai bi mat nho xiu véi ban trai minh 1a diéu hoan
toan binh thuong.

Moi nguo1 déu biét diéu do ca.

[1]

Mot loai may bay siéu 4m cua hing Anglo-French, c6 thé bay nhanh gip déi téc do 4m
thanh.

2

2] Dug: dao.

3] : .

Ham (rat gon ciia Hamilton): giam bong.
4
4] Nhan vat nit chinh trong phim Phu thuy xir Oz.

5 . \
2 Mot loai may chay CD c6 thé chira duoc nhicu dia cung luc.

6
L6] Mot loai bang vé sinh ctia hang Protector & Gamble.

https://thuviensach.vn



A .
z Nguyén goc 1a “No taxation without representation”. Ra doi vao nhiing nam 1750 va 1760,

cau khau hiéu nay dugc st dung nhu mdt 161 khang dinh rang cac nude thude dia cia Anh s€ khong

dong thué do Ha nghi vién Anh &p dat khi ho khong cé nguoi dai dién.

" Nha tré, phat am gan giong “crochet” - 6 moc.

M0oi cac ban ghé tham: Dao Tiéu Vii's eBook dé tai théem nhiéu ebook
hon nira.
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