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Chuong 1: Nguwoi Khach

Ba thang trudc, Thu Ngoc trd vé trdn Thanh Ha. Xa cadch nam nam,
trdn nhé van la hinh dang xinh dep nhw xwa. Ngéi xanh, nha gb, con dudng
da day réu xanh, giot swong am w6t tham trén canh liéu, hét thay nhu truedc
kia. Sy thay do6i duy nhat chinh la khoé mat cia A M6 da c6 thém nhiéu
nép nhan day dac go ghe.

Ba ldo dung cdy lwge go thdm mdt chit nwdc chai mai téc dai den
nhanh béng bay ctia Thuw Ngoc, ba thi tham 1ai nhéi: “Mudi t*, bén ngoai
loan lac, 1an nay tré vé thi dirng di nita.”

(*) day la mot cach noéi caa tiéng dia phwong & T Xuyén, y la con gai
nho.

Co6 cuwoi hi hi: “Khéng di, khong di, moi ngay déu lam phién A Mo.”

Ba lao thé dai mot hoi: “A Mo biét khuyén con khéng dugc, néu tién
sinh va phu nhan van con séng thi tot r6i, A Mo ciling khong biét con c6 thé
cham soc con bao lau.”

CO ri mi mat xuong, nhe nhang 6m lay than hinh nho gay cua ba lao,
giong dia phuong cam doan titng chit mét: “A Mo, lan nay Ngoc that sy
khong di nita, Ngoc luyén tiéc A Mo.”

Lic gan hoang hon, Thue Ngoc dang twa vao ctta tredc théu mot chiéc
khan. Nha cuda ba lao gan trong tran Thanh Ha, cay kho ngéi lung lay trong
gio nhe.
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C0 dang théu mot miii kim cubi cung, bén tai lai truyén dén tiéng kéu
la tir xa dén gan.

“Thue Ngoc, Thue Ngoc, chuyén 16n, chuyén 16n... That 1a chuyén rat
16n...”

Co thay Té Tiéu Uyén gao to doc theo séng Ha chay tGi.

“Thé nao, em thi tiéng Anh khong dau a?” C6 nhin thay hai ma cta Té
Tiéu Uyén dé tng.

Té Tiéu Uyén lac dau nhu trong béi: “Trong tran c6 khach dén.”

“Khach?” Co to mo, tran Thanh Ha hiém khi c6 khach téi, loai khach
nao lai lam Tiéu Uyén kich dong thanh nhw vay?

“Pung, khach tir thanh pho 16n. Chi chwa thdy vé mat cia ong chu
Trinh nhin ngwdi khach kia dau, mat déu dé, dam cho nguwdi no & biét thy
cua ong ta.”

Ong chu Trinh 1a Trinh Pai Diing, ngwdi 1am dn 16n nhat & tran Thanh
Ha, chuyén budn ban & ngoai tran. Ong ta 1a nguoi duy nhat c6 cé biét thy
kiéu Tay Duong. Cé thé duge 6ng cha Trinh coi trong nhw vay, ngudi kia
c6 1€ la nguwdi lam an trong thanh pho. ..

“Thu Ngoc, sao chi khong c6 phan tng gi thé?” Té Tiéu Uyén budn
buc.

Co cting bu6n buc: “Khong phai lai la m6t ngudi lam an sao? Chi phai
coO phan tng gi mdi thich hgp chu?”

Té Tiéu Uyén m@ to mat: “Sao chi biét anh ta 1a nguwoi lam an?”

“Trong mat ong cht Trinh ngoai bu6n ban ra thi con cai gi nita?”
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“Qi chao, chi khong thé 6m thanh kién déi v6i ngudi khac. Em da gip
qua nguwoi kia, anh ta khong giong nhw nguwdi lam an, la nguwdi c6 van hoa
lai lich s day.”

Thi sao? C6 khong noéi gi nhin Té Tiéu Uyén.

Té Tiéu Uyén nong ndy, kéo tay c6 ra ngoai: “Di, em dan chi di xem
nguwoi kia.”

Co d& khoc dé cwoi: “Pa tré roi, lic nay di qudy ray ngudoi ta khong
thich hgp dau. Huéng ho A Mo sap tré ve...”

“Lo nhiéu chuyén lam gi? Yén tam di, rat nhanh thoi.”

Co khong thé lay chuyén danh phai theo kip bwéc chan cta Té Tiéu
Uyén.

Biét thy ctia Trinh gia khong xa, khi Thw Ngoc dén thi nhin thdy mot
dam con gadi liu riu vay quanh canh dan dwong cam & dai sanh, trén nhitng
khuodn mat tré tudi tran day sy hiéu ky va nguong mo.

Trung tdm cia nhém nguwoi la mot anh chang tré tudi ngdbi trudc dan
dwong cam. Anh mdc 4o so mi trang, bong dang cao gay nhung khong yéu
&t, mac du ¢ trong nhom ngwoi khong phu hgp véi minh, nhung anh van tw
nhién thu lai khi chat cao quy, ban than khong tu cao.

Bén canh anh la thién kim cua Trinh gia, Trinh Du. C6 nang kia nghe
duwgc tiéng dong & canh cita thi nhanh chéng quay dau, trong khoanh khac
nhin thdy Thuw Ngoc va Té Tiéu Uyén c6 ta bay ra mot khuén mat twoi
cwoi: “Chi A Ngoc, mau dén gap thay day dan dwong cam méi ctia em.”

Thanh am cua Trinh Du lap tc thu hut sy chu y cua moi nguoi sang
bén nay. Thw Ngoc ling ting, von dinh liéc nhin mot cai dé vira long yéu
cau cta Tiéu Uyén roi trd vé, hién tai xem ra khong c6 khd nang.
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Trong dam nguodi, anh chang kia cling quay dau lai, vira van doi dién
v6i anh mat cia Thue Ngoc.

Thw Ngoc ngan ngudi, ditng tai cho.

Trinh Du chay t6i, nhdc 1én lan vay kiéu Tay u twta nhw mét con buém
nho: “Chi A Ngoc, lai day nha.”

Co0 bi dong di dén trudc dan dwong cam, trai tim dap thinh thich.

Trinh Du hung phan quay vé ngo6i trwdc dan dwong cam: “Nghe mot
chuat bai hat méi ma em vwa hoc nhé.” Noi xong, ngon tay cua co ta linh
hoat danh phim dan, tiéng dan ém tai vang lén trong phong.

Thuw Ngoc lang nghe ma khong yén long, vira nhac dau 1én lai gap phai
mot doi mat den nhanh sau sac. Anh chang kia nhin c¢6 cham cham khong
nhay mat. C6 b6i r6i ra mat xuong, nhin vé huéng khac.

Trinh Du dan xong, Thu Ngoc suy nghi vién c¢é chuan bi roi di. Nhung
anh chang kia lai m& miéng: “Co6 ai biét dan bai ‘Vung qué Passfield’
khong?”

Thu Ngoc dirng mot chit, cac c6 gai xung quanh xon xao to nho,
nhung khong co6 ai 1én tiéng tra 10i.

Anh nguwéc mat nhin vé phia The Ngoc: “Coé biét khong?”
DPo6i mat ¢o binh tinh khéng gon séng: “Khong biét.”

“Co biét dan bai nao?”

“T6i khong biét choi dan dwong cam.”

Hai nguwoi nhat thoi khong néi chuyén. Thw Ngoc ngodnh dau néi véi
Trinh Du: “Séac troi khong con s6ém, A Mo con & nha chd chi, di trudc nhé.”
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Trinh Du con chva m@ miéng thi anh chang kia da ditng 1én: “T6i tién

pags 3]

cO.
Thu Ngoc suyt nita té nga: “Khong can, cam on.”

“Co tir chdi moi nguwoi thang than nhu vay sao?” Trong mat anh c6 y
Cwoi.

Co rat muobn tra 16i mot cau “Bai vi moi ngwoi déu cod diém khac
nhau”, nhung cu6i cung lai khong ndi ra, co chi kéo Tiéu Uyén di vé phia

cura.

Ai ngo anh chang kia nhanh chéng sai buwéc chan di t6i, tim 1ay c6 tay

CoO phat cau quay dau lai, da thdy anh cuwdi tinh nghich.
“Xin chao, toi la Co Mang.”

“Dam Thw Ngoc.” Bé lai ba chit nay, Thu Ngoc khong thém quay dau
ma di ra ngoai. Co rd rang cam thdy anh mat néng ruc & sau lung van di
theo c0, cho dén khi co ré ra khoi ctra 16n caa nha ho Trinh.

Chi trong vai phut ngan ngui, trong long ban tay Thu Ngoc thdm ra
16p mo6 h6i méng.

Pay ma la ngwoi cé van hoa sao, ro rang la phan ti can ba c6 van hoa!
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Chuong 2: Swon Xam

Sang s6m Thuw Ngoc cam vai dét cia A Mo dén ctra tiém may Chu Ki.
Ong chtt Chu vira thdy Thw Ngoc, khudn mit twoi cwdi nhw doé hoa ciic.

“Tay nghé théu thua cta Thue Ngoc that sy la diéu nghé, ngay ca
nhitng ba chuyén théu thua cling khong bang day.”

Thr Ngoc nguwgng ngung cuwdi: “Chu Phic ché cwdi chau r6i.”
“A Ngoc, bang hiéu ctia Chu Ki nho chau viét dwgc khéng?”
“Vang a.’)

Ong chii Chu dot nhién mé to mét ra vé than bi: “Cho chau xem thit
tot.”

Thu Ngoc hoai nghi di theo sau ong chu Chu vao phong may.

Bén trong con c6 mot cai phong nhé, & dé6 c6 mot chiéc do swon xam
mau xanh nhat treo trén cai gia go.

Thuw Ngoc tién vé phia triedc, vuot ve vai sa tanh bong loang ctia swon
xam, co khong che dau dugc su yéu thich trong mat minh.

Ong chi Chu vui troi hén hé néi: “Thich khong? Pay 1a chi Phiic dic
biét may theo s6 do lwdng ctia chau, sinh nhat A Ngoc sap dén roi phai
khong?”

“Cam on chud Phic.” The Ngoc cudi rat twoi.
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“Chau thw xem.”
Thw Ngoc di thang dén phong thir do.

Lic Thw Ngoc ra khéi phong, 6ng cha Chu lién tdm tac khen ngoi:
“Rat hgp v6i A Ngoc, ao nay chi c6 chau mac méi dep nhw vay.”

Pay qua that la chiéc swon xam xinh dep hiém thdy, vai voc khong
phai tir nhitng tiém dét binh thwdng, ngay ca mau sac va hoa van vira nhin
thay lién biét xuat phat tir cac bac thay. Vi voc mém mai sat ngudi cang 16
ra vong eo nhd nhan tinh t€ 14 lwét caa 6. Co tha bim téc xudng, tién tay
lay mot cay tram go bui toc 1én, trong nhay mat dang vé cang quyén rii hon.
Quyén rii ma khong kiéu ky, cuc ky giong mot con ca linh dong.

C0 dang ngam nghia chinh minh & trong gwong, ctta chinh cia Chu Ki
dot nhién bi day ra tir bén ngoai. Cai dau cua Trinh Du tir phia sau ctra 16
vao, sau co ta la Co Mang.

Hai ngudi nhin trang phuc ctia Thw Ngoc déu strng sot.

Trong con nguoi that sdu cia Co6 Mang khong chit nao che dau su
kinh diém. The Ngoc nhin mat anh, trong dau bong dwng thot ra mét cau
nit vi duyét ky gia dung (nguoi con gai lam dep vi nguwdi minh yéu).

“Chi A Ngoc, that xinh dep qua!” Tiéng kéu cua Trinh Du goi y chi
ctia Thu Ngoc tré vé, co nghiéng dau, anh mat do6i dién véi anh.

“Ong chy, t6i cling mudn mot chiéc gidng vay.” Trinh Du n6i vGi 6ng
cha Chu.

“Trinh tiéu thw, kiéu swon xdm nay chi c6 mot chiéc.” Ong cha Chu
CU0i xoa.

Trinh Du nhuéng may: “Pdt lam céi khac, gia cd khong thanh véan de.”
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“Trinh tiéu thw, chiéc swon xam nay dac biét dat trwdc, sé khong co
mot cai khac. Huéng ho loai vai nay, tiém nho bé ctia t6i chi c6 mot khoi,
that sy khong c6 cach 1am mot cai khac nita a.” Ong cht Chu 16 vé mit khé
XU,

“Ong noi gi thé, ching 1& Trinh gia mua hang hoa ¢ Chu Ki con it sa0?
Ong chti Chu khong phai coi Trinh gia khong ra gi chit?”

“Viéc ndy...” Ong chii Chu khéng ngirng lau md héi.

Giang co mot hoi, The Ngoc cham rdi mé miéng: “Néu Tiéu Du thich,
chi dwa cai nay cho em nhé.”

Ong chu Chu kinh ngac nhin vé phia Thw Ngoc: “A Ngoc a...”

Trinh Du md& to mat: “Cai nay that 1a xau h6.” Roi c6 ta quay dau quat
ong cha Chu: “Con khong mau chon mot chiéc mdi cho Bam tiéu thu!” Co
ta cwoi hi hi nhin lai Thue Ngoc: “Chi A Ngoc, chi tuy y chon Iwa nhe, gia
tién c tinh vao so cia em.”

Thw Ngoc than nhién liéc mot cai: “Khong can.” Dt 16i c6 huéng vé
phong thir d6, chuan bi thay do. Liic nay C6 Mang van khong néi gi lai m@
miéng.

“Trinh tiéu thw, swon xam kia qua don diéu, c6 xem cai nay thé nao?”

Trinh Du nhin theo huéng ngén tay cia C6 Mang, vo tay khen: “Ha,
cai nay dep. Ong chu, 1dy xuéng cho toi xem.”

Ong cht Chu nhin ngudi 1dm mot cai, anh ta 1ap tc dén tiép dén
Trinh Du. Ong chit Chu vdi vang thoat than kéo Thu Ngoc ra ngoai, thap
giong thuc giuc: “Di mau di mau.”

Thw Ngoc ngan nguwoi: “Chéau con chuwa thay quan &o a.”
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“Clt mac vay tré vé di, ba nho & bén trong néu lai nghi t6i do ctia chau
thi lam sao? Bi mau di mau, 14t nita chui goi nguwdi dwa quan 4o ctia chau vé
nha. Thay chu chao hoi A M6 cta chau.”

Thw Ngoc do khoc dé cwoi, danh phdi mac swon xam tré ve.

Khi dén ngoé hém phia nam, bong nhién tir chd queo chay ra mot
nguoi, dam dau vao Thw Ngoc.

Luc va cham manh mé khién The Ngoc ngtra vé phia sau, déi chan
von virng vang gitr lai co thé, ti€c rang swon xam bo sat, co6 danh phai cam
chiu nga vé phia sau.

Nhung ngudi ng nhanh tay le mat kéo ¢o lai.

On dinh than thé vuot qua nguy hiém, c6 that khong biét nén mang
hay la nén cam on.

Ngudi no mac b au phuc mau trang, 16 ra gwong mat rat tré tudi.

Co0 suy nghi mot chut, quyét dinh khong mang cling khéng cam on, r6i
xo0ay nguoi budc di.

“Nay!” Nguoi no kéu mot tiéng & phia sau co.
Co0 quay dau lai, trong mat tran day nghi hoac.

Ngudi no bi c6 nhin dén ling ting: “Khong...khong c6 viéc gi...co di
di.”

Co chiu dung no6i xung dong mudn chiti am 1én, c6 khong quay dau lai
ma roi di.

Nguwoi no dirng tai cho, tay cam cay tram go, khoé miéng cong lén.
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Chwong 3: Thiéu Nién

Vé dén nha Thu Ngoc méi phat hién cay tram g6 da mat, co rat ao
nao.

HO6m nay A M6 va thim Té cung nhau 1én nti hai tra. Sau khi Thw
Ngoc giat xong quan do ban, tham thoat da dén gitta trua.

Co bong nhién vo tran, thim Té ddn do c6 dwa com hop cho Tiéu
Uyén, thiéu chat nita da quén roi.

Co voi vang mdc 4o khoac roi cam 1ay com hdp di ra ngoai.

Té Tiéu Uyén hoc & mdt treong trung hoc kiéu tay. Thw Ngoc tai hanh

lang di loan xa nhanh chéng bi lac duong.

Tia sang chiéu vao hanh lang tang day hoc da m& dan, noi nay hinh
nhw khong phai khu day hoc, mot chit tiéng nguwdi cling khéng cé, cuc ky
yén tinh.

Dot nhién, ¢ hanh lang truyén dén tiéng dan duong cam ém tai. Giai
diéu quen thudc khién c6 khong khéi ditng chan.

Co tim kiém tiéng dan, dén trudc mot canh ctra. Pay ctra ra, bén trong
la vang anh sang mau vang sang ngoi, anh mat troi trai dai bi birc man ngan

lai nén yéu 6t chiéu roi vao trong phong, am ap ma khong néng birc.

Xung quanh phong la mot loat gia sach, chinh gitta thi dat dan duong
cam.
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Tiéng dan khong bdi vi nguwdi ngoai xam nhap ma ngung lai. Co di
qua, de lai ban tay danh dan kia, tiéng dan véo von cham dtt.

“Cau dan sai ro6i.” Co nhiu may.

CO ngoi trén ghé, dan lai ca khuc kia. Co khong can xem ban nhac, bai
vi da thudc nam long ttr 1au.

Sau khi n6t nhac cudi cung dan dan mat han, c6 ngang dau nhin chang
trai da lui qua mot bén, trong long c6 cé chit ngwong ngung. Co6 chiém gity
vi tri cua cau ta, gianh dan cta cau ta, con vung tay muia chan véi cau ta,
that sy 1a that 1é. Nhung c6 khong thé chap nhan cé ngudi dan sai ban nhac
nay.

Chang trai kia mac dong phuc tredng hoc gon gang, vé mat khong hé
bu6n bue: “Co thich bai nay.”

Co khong noi gi.

““Vung qué Passfield’ 1a do mot vi chinh khach tai hoa & phwong bac
da sang tac tang vo, rat 1ang man phai khong?”

Co dung mot chut: “Hy vong vi chinh khach nay va vg cta anh ta cé
thé bach dau giai 130.”

Chang trai nd nu cuwoi: “Nay, co that khong nhg toi sao?”

Co nhin cham cham vao cau ta, vita nghe néi thé that la c6 diém nhin
quen mat.

“Sang sém, ngd hém phia nam.” Cau ta nhac lai.

Co bong nhién tinh ngd, hoa ra la thang nhoc hai c6 thiéu chut nita té
ngd. Nhung ma cach an mdc tredc sau twong phan qua 16n, co cuw nhién
khong nhan ra.
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“Com hdp nay xem ra ngon lam, to6i cé thé ném thi khong?” Cau ta
chi com hop c6 dang cam.

Com hop? Co6 nhu tinh lai ti trong gidc mong, cam com hop lao ra
ngoai cua.

“Nay nay, khong can nhé mon nhw vay chit? Toi tén 1a Trinh Khéi
Phong, c6 & ban nao thé? Nay...”

Cau ta dudi theo ra ctra, nhung c6 da mat tam & cudi hanh lang.

“Thu Ngoc, chi da téi. Em sap chét doi roi...” Té Tiéu Uyén hai mat
rung rung ngan lé.

Thu Ngoc khong ngirng ay ay: “Chi xin 16i, chi xin 16i.”

“Nay, Tiéu Uyén, nha cau khi nao c6 thém mdot nguwdi chi ha?” Nam
sinh ng6i ban trudc quay lai.

“Di qua bén kia hong mat, dirng anh hvéng tam trang an com cua t0i.”
Té Tiéu Uyén titc gidn m& miéng.

Nam sinh kia lai lam ngo, noi véi Thu Ngoc: “Chi khong phai la
nguoi cta ban tran chi?”

Té Tiéu Uyén day nam sinh kia ra: “Cau nha dam chd y Thw Ngoc nha
toi, mu6n chét ha?”

Nam sinh kia phan nd di vong tré vé, con khong quén lam mat quy
hwéng vé The Ngoc.

Thu Ngoc khong khoi bat cuoi.

Té Tiéu Uyén vira nhét khoai tdy vao trong miéng vira dua to gidy cho
Thw Ngoc: “Xin chi gitp em dich mot chit, mang ctia em nam trong tay chi
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»

Thuw Ngoc nhan 13y, la doan doc thoai rat dai cia “Phiéu” ban tiéng
Anh. Tiéu Uyén khong doc tac pham néi tiéng ctia phwong Tay, khong gan
lién toan bo cau chuyén nén khong dich duoc.

Thuw Ngoc nhan lénh cam but bat dau dich, chi mot Iic sau da dich
xong.

Té Tiéu Uyén con chwa nudt xong miéng com cudi cung: “Nhanh nhw

»

vay.
“Em xem thtt dwgc chwa?” Thu Ngoc dwa qua ban thao da dich.

Lic nay c6 nguoi di vao phong hoc, Té Tiéu Uyén kich dong gio 1én
ban thao kia hwdng vé ngudi no ho to: “Pai dién 16p Tiéng Anh, cau khong
giup t6i dich, toi tu dich, thé nao, tot chi?”

Thuw Ngoc ngang dau, kinh ngac, ngwdi no khong phai 1a chang trai
trong phong dan hay sao? Goi la gi nhi...Trinh...Khgi...Phong?

Trinh Khéi Phong dén trwdc mat Té Tiéu Uyén, cam 1dy ban thiao doc
qua, mot lic sau m& miéng: “La cau dich?”

Té Tiéu Uyén dong dac: “Puwong nhién.”

“Dich rat kha.” Trinh Kh&i Phong néi, “Nhom tiéng Anh cua chiing
toi dang can nguoi, cau tham gia gitp dich ban thao di.”

“Gi?” Té Tiéu Uyén ha h6c mom, “T6i khong di.”

“Khong c6 duong tr chéi, y ctia c6 Chwong la chon ra nhitng ngudoi tai
gioi cua ban dé dich ban thao.”

Té Tiéu Uyén trgn tron mat.
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Thuw Ngoc nhin khong dwgc ma né nu cuwdi, khi ditng day chuan bi di
thi Trinh Khai Phong thinh linh goi lai: “Ban hoc nay, m&i ban dén nhém
tiéng Anh cuia ching t6i.”

Thu Ngoc hoai nghi: “T6i?”

Trinh Khéi Phong gat dau.

Thw Ngoc cuwdi, cdm thay thu vi: “Dwa vao cai gi?”

Trinh Khéi Phong sttng sot, gai dau roi 1y ra mot cay tram go.
Do6i mat Thw Ngoc nheo lai.

“That ngai qud, t6i da tot nghiép trung hoc nhiéu nam, that s khong
c6 hitng tha gia nhap nhém tiéng Anh loai nay.”

Co day ctta phong hoc r6i di ra ngoai, dé lai Trinh Khaéi Phong sitng
s0 tai cho.

Thw Ngoc trd vé nha, bong dung phat hién C6 Mang ditng dudi tang
cdy hoe dang dut tay vao tii quan, nghiéng ngwoi dwa 1én than cdy. Anh
van mac 4o so mi trang, vé khoi ngo anh tuan khong noi nén 10i.

Anh thay c6.
Co khong noi gi, 1ap titc day ctra nha di vao.

Anh ciing khong néi, nhin c6 di tirng budc vao trong nha cho dén khi
boéng dang ctia c6 hoan toan bién mat & triedc mat anh.
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Chuong 4: Pai St

Truwdng tran dich than dén nha néi v6i A Mo: “Chi a, muwgn Ngoc dén
pht em dvgce khong?”

Luc dé Thu Ngoc thirc day khong bao lau, vira rira mat xong.
“Chu Ngai, co chuyeén gi sao?” Thuw Ngoc hoi.

Trwdong tran noi: “Chuyén tét. Mot vi quan chitc cta st quan Phap dén
tran Thanh Ha cua ching ta, xem ra anh ta rat hitng thi véi noi nay, la
muon dén dau tw. Nam nay that sy khong phai m6t nam binh thwong a, trdn
Thanh Ha sap phat dat...”

Thuw Ngoc buén buc: “Can chau lam viéc gi sao?”

Trudng tran vui twoi hén hé dap 16i: “Chuing ta thiéu mot nguwdi phién
dich tiéng Phap, chau khong phai biét tiéng Phap sao? Bi mot ngay nhé,
tién thu lao rat hau hinh.”

Thw Ngoc m@ to mat: “Khi nao chdu néi minh biét tiéng Phap?”

Truong tran sttng sot: “Tiéu thw Trinh gia ndi chau biét nhiéu ngon
ngu.”

Anh mét The Ngoc lanh ling: “Trinh tiéu thw da ti‘ng ra nwdc ngoai
hoc tap, n6i dén phién dich sao khong tim c6 ta?”

Truong tran lau mo hoi: “Ngoc a, Trinh tiéu thw khong biét noéi tiéng
Phap dau, bay gio bao chu di dau tim ngwoi néi tieng Phap chi? Ai da, trdn
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Thanh Ha nay xong r6i...”

Thuw Ngoc khong 1én tiéng, vi dai tiéu thu kia mudn c6 mat mat, biét
chac c6 c6 tinh cam do6i vaéi tran Thanh Ha.

“Khi nao vg chong dai st dén?”

Trudng tran sttng sot: “Matthew tién sinh da dén trudc, dang ngam
trién 1am tranh théu thua.”

Gap nhu vay? Thw Ngoc nhiu may: “Ching ta mau di th6i.”

Truwong tran lo lang: “Haizz... Ngoc chdu biét tiéng Phap phai
khong?”

Thuw Ngoc quay dau lai cwoi: “Du sao ciing khong thé dé mot minh
chu tng phé vdi ngudi nwdc ngoai, tot xau gi chau cling da ¢ thanh pho
16n, gitp chit viéc nhé van dw da.”

Trwdng tran cam dong gat dau: “Puoc, dwoc...”

Trién 1am tranh théu thua & phia tay trdn Thanh Ha, Thu Ngoc day ctra
di vao, liéc mat mot céi lién nhin thdy Trinh Du.

“Chi A Ngoc, dai st & lau hai, chi di mau Ién.” Trinh Du cwdi sang
lan.

Thuw Ngoc khong dap 10i, di theo trwdng tran 1én lau. Trinh Du nhip
chan nhe nhang di theo sau ho.

Vai nguoi dang ditng & cira, c6 1€ cho rat lau.

May nguoi kia thady Thu Ngoc déu kinh ngac.
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Trinh Khéi Phong md& miéng dau tién: “Thuw Ngoc? Sao c6 lai tGi
day?”
Trinh Du cwdi hi hi néi: “Voén twédng rang chi A Ngoc biét néi tiéng

Phap cho nén moi chi dy dén phién dich, khong ngd chi ay khong biét chut

2

nao.

Thw Ngoc than nhién li€c nhin c6 ta mot cai: “Tredc do6 nguwdi noi toi
biét tiéng Phap la c6, bay gio sao co biét t6i khong biét.”

Trinh Du nghen 10i.
Trudng tran phat tay: “Ding néi nita, mau di vao thoi.”
Poan ngudi huéng dén khu trién lam.

Trong dam nguwoi, Trinh Khéi Phong rét lai phia sau vai buéc, ké bén
16 tai Thu Ngoc nhe giong néi: “Néu khong dwgc thi néi tieng Anh di, dai
st han la hiéu dugc.”

Thu Ngoc cuoi: “Cam on.”

Matthew tién sinh rat tré tudi, twéng mao ngwdoi Phap dién hinh, cuoi
10 1én trong rat hién hoa.

Thw Ngoc déi mdt véi anh ta, trong dau loé 1én ca tram ngan y nghi,
cudi cung khong thé khong cam than, thé gigi nay rat ky diéu.

Co di 1én trwéc bat tay vai Matthew, dung tiéng Phap noi: “Pa lau
khong gap, Matthew tién sinh.”

Matthew kinh ngac: “Thuc khéo, Pam, rat vui c6 thé gap c6 & day.”

Co cuoi: “Khong khéo, hom nay toi la phien dich cua anh.”
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Sau khi nghe xong, Matthew nhéch 16ng may, vui vé twoi cudi. Thue
Ngoc dung tay ra hiéu mai, réi cung anh ta xem trién lam. Trwéng tran vui
twoi hén hé cung noi chuyén véi bon ho, Thu Ngoc phien dich cho hai
nguwoi rat lvu loat.

May nguoi di theo sau trgn mat h4A mom nhin Thuw Ngoc than nhién
binh tinh cung di vé6i tredng tran va Matthew tién sinh. C6 hién nhién dich
rat kh4, cling nam chac tinh canh, gitta ba ngwoi thinh thoang truyén ra
tiéng cuoi.

Trong mat Trinh Kh&i Phong day dac vé kham phuc, tuy rang cau ta
khong hiéu tiéng Phap, nhung khong khé nhin ra trinh d6 chuyén nghiép
ctia Thw Ngoc khong thua gi ngudi phién dich cao cap. Anh mét cau ta theo
sat c6, co lic nay binh tinh, giéi giang va co6 thanh khiét that tha phiac hau
ctia ngay truedc hoan toan khac nhau, trong nhay mat khién cau ta cam thay
ban than minh chi la mot dita nho.

Loai y nghi nay khién cau ta kho6 chiu, cau ta voi va muén dudi theo
6, sau d6 vugt qua cd, cudi cung lui nira bwdc di song vai véi co.

“Anh, anh nhin chi ta lam gi?” Trinh Du bat man noi.

Trong khoanh khac Trinh Khai Phong hai bdi roi, anh mat nhin hwéng
khac, ho nhe mot tiéng néi: “Hom nay Matthew tién sinh la nhan vat chinh,
duong nhién la nhin anh ta.”

Trinh Du khong dong y véi 1y do thodi thac cta cau ta, co ta hit nhe
mot tiéng dudi theo doan nguwoi.

Ntra ngay phién dich chdm ditt, Matthew tién sinh m&i Thuw Ngoc dén
dy ngo yén (tiéc trua). Thw Ngoc thdy tredng tran gat dau maGi nhan 10i.

Ngo yén dac biét td chirc dé tiép don vo chong Matthew, cung du tiéc
la nhitng nhan vat trong tran c6 uy tin danh dy, thdm chi thwong nhan ngoai
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tran cling dén day.

Thu Ngoc vé nha thay chi€c swon xam mau xanh nhat ma 6ng chu
Chu da tang, co bui téc 1én. Mac du khong dugce 1én ban tiéc, nhung tot xau
dirng dé that le.

Khi Thr Ngoc xudng bac thang thi bong dwng phat hién c6 mat chiéc
xe dau dudi tang cay hoe canh nha. Chiéc xe c6 rém che ¢ du6i bong cay,
lang lang cho dgi con moi cuaa né.

Thw Ngoc bat gidc dirng lai buéc chan. Xung quanh that sy yén tinh,
can nha von & noi vang vé it ngwoi, gio phit nay yén lang nhw binh thuong.

Ctra xe ma@ ra ti* bén trong, C6 Mang mac bo au phuc phang phiu di ra.
Anh hudng vé c6 cuoi: “Pam tiéu thw, t6i c6 vinh hanh cung c6 di dy ngo
yén khong?”

Thu Ngoc khong noi 10i nao.

“Matthew dén Thanh Ha la vi tim anh, anh di m&t minh c6 vé khong
thich hgp lam.” Anh néi.

Co tirc gian m@ miéng: “Trinh tiéu thu cia anh nhat dinh rat vui long
di cung anh, mu6n tim ban gai thi maoi c6 ta di.”

“Huh?” Anh cwoi vui vé: “Néu mang theo vi dai tiéu thw kia, Matthew
sé cho la anh c6 ngudi phu nit khac bén ngoai.”

Co khong biét nén khoc hay nén cudi, chang biét thién kim Trinh gia
nghe no6i nhw thé sé c6 cam twéng gi.

“Pam tiéu thw, ching ta mudn roi.”

Co di veé phia anh, ctii ngudi ng6i vao trong xe.
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Chwong 5: Ngo Yén

Ngo yén duwgc to chirc tai dinh vién 16 thién cua biét thy Trinh gia.
DPinh vién khong 16n, trang hoang theo phong cach Chau u, ¢ gitta c6 mot
su6i phun nuwdc hinh tron hét sttc hoa 1€, nguoc lai ¢6 vé tam thuong.

Thu Ngoc khoat tay Co6 Mang di vao budi tiéc, c6 bong nhién do nao:
“Em lai quén an chut gi do trwedc khi dén tham du treong hgp thé nay.”

Co Mang cuoi: “Nhitng th¢ kia tuy rang kém hon Bac Binh, nhung
cling khong dén noi khé ma nu6t xuéng.”

Co biét anh c6 y, vi thé nghién rang nghién lgi: “Em an tha ga, vitt di
madt mii cua anh, thé nao?”

Anh cuwoi ha ha: “Chi can em ditng bén canh anh, cho anh tang thé
dién.”

Matthew tién sinh bi mot dam thwong nhan vay quanh, anh ta vira thay
C0 Mang dén lién thoat than hwdng vé bén nay.

“That la lang tai nit mao*, phu thé tinh tham.” Matthew thot ra tiéng
Trung Qudc r6 rang.

(*) lang tai ni* mao (trai tai gai sac) dung dé chi doi tai tir giai nhan co
moi lvong duyén my man luén khién ngudi doi nguwong mo.

Thu Ngoc bat cuoi.

C0 Mang ché nhao: “Matthew, tiéng Trung Qudc tién bo than tdc a.”
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Lic nay, mot 6 nang téc vang cao gay cam ly rugu di tGi, ké sat hon
len mat Thw Ngoc.

“How glad to see you, Mary.” Thu Ngoc cuwdi vui ve.

Nguoi phu nit toc vang tén la Mary, phu nhan cua dai stt, nguoi Phap
goc Anh.

Mary nhiéng may nhin vé phia Cé6 Mang: “Gu (Cd6), borrow her to me
for a while, ok?”

C0 Mang cuoi gat dau: “As you wish.”
Matthew kéo C6 Mang bd di: “Dé hai co6 dy cé khong gian riéng.”
Thu Ngoc va Mary vua di vira an.

Mary cam thay hitng thd véi mén an Trung Quoc, thira dip an mén
trang miéng rat ngon co lap tirc kich dong muén Thw Ngoc dén thi. Thuw
Ngoc ditt khoat bé xudng ban khoan, cuing Mary an thodi mai.

Hai ngwoi vira ném thitc an ngon vira néi chuyén phiém. Trén duwong
khong ai quay ray, ho vui vé ung dung ty tai.

“That 1a tho tuc.”

Thanh 4m khinh miét bay t6i, Thw Ngoc vira ngang dau thi thdy Trinh
Du cung hai c6 ban mac vay tady duwong khong biét tir ltic nao da & bén canh
hai c6. Trinh Du thay swon xam mau héng, Thu Ngoc lién lap tic nhan ra
chiéc 4o do6 1a hom kia Co6 Mang chon lya ¢ Chu Ki.

Mary vtra nghe 10i n6i cia Trinh Du lién nhiu may. Tiéng Trung don
gian c6 van nghe hiéu dugc, Trinh Du dwgc nuong chiéu nhw vay 10i néi vo
1é chang lot vao tai. C6 quay dau lai nhin Thw Ngoc, anh mat khong kién
nhan giong nhu dang hoi: c6 bé thé 16 nay rot cudc la ai?
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Thu Ngoc n6i v6i Mary: “Vi nay la thién kim ctua ong chu Trinh,
Trinh Du Trinh tiéu thw.”

Mary khong dap 10i, c6 hién nhién khéng hé 4n twgng vdi ngudoi goi la
“ong chu Trinh”.

Trinh Du di lén truéce, twoi cuoi rie rd: “Chi A Ngoc, nhitng moén an
con lai sau bita tiéc chi hdy géi mang vé di, cling cho A M6 ném thit mot
chut.”

Loi nay that sy vo cung cay nghiét, Mary & gitta Thu Ngoc va Trinh
Du dang muon chti am 1én lai bi Thuw Ngoc nhanh tay giit chat.

Thuw Ngoc déi dién Trinh Du, dang vé twoi cwoi khong ché vao dau
dwgc, 6 dung ngit khi dan do ngudi lam noi: “Bi, 1lay hop thitc an dén day,
cai nay, cai nay, con c6 cai nay, tat ca goi lai cho t6i.”

Dang vé ctia Thue Ngoc biéng nhac, doi mat hoi khép lai, that nhw la
phu nhan cua gia tdc thuwgng lwy, tran day khi thé.

Trinh Du bi khi thé bitng birng ctia Thu Ngoc lam nghen hong, vé mat
co ta do birng, roi 16i kéo c6 ban ctia minh bwéc di.

Khong hé dy doan trudce, khi Trinh Du di qua Thw Ngoc lién nghiéng
tay, ca ly regu dé do trén ngwoi Thw Ngoc. Chiéc 4o swdn xam mau xanh
nhat trong khodnh khac da bi huy hoai.

Mary kéu 16n tiéng: “Co6 lam gi?” Qua nhién thu hit su chd y ¥ bén
phia.

Trinh Du dac y quo quo ly rwgu trong khong trong tay: “That co 16i,
trugt tay.”

Thuw Ngoc lanh lung nhin Trinh Du, khong noi 10i nao.
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“What’s the matter, Mary?” Matthew va Co6 Mang sang day.

C0 Mang vira thdy swon xam cua The Ngoc chdy nho giot rwou do,
khuén mit 1ap tc trdm xudéng. Anh mat anh 4m u lanh 180 ddo qua Trinh
Du, c6 ta kinh sg run 1én mot chuit.

Anh néi ngan gon may cau véi Matthew, roi dwa tay 6m ngang nguoi
Thu Ngoc.

Bo6n phia cé tiéng cdm than nho nho, thém vao Thw Ngoc cling do
mat, c6 ghé vao 10 tai anh thap giong cau xin: “Tha em xu6ng.”

Anh nhw la khong nghe thdy, van di nhanh hvéng dén biét thy.
Trong phong ngt, ngwdi hau dwa t6i quan ao sach sé.

Co6 Mang dwa tay cdi bo nut co 4o cia Thu Ngoc.

Thw Ngoc kinh hai: “Anh lam gi? Bé ty em thay!”

Pong tac ctia C6 Mang mién cudng dirng lai. Anh ditng thang day, dap
ctra di ra ngoai.

Mary & bén ngoai ctra nghi lai hanh dong vira roi cia anh ma con rung
minh, co di dén, kho hiéu héi The Ngoc: “Anh dy sao vay?”

Thw Ngoc cii dau: “Khong c6 gi.”

MGt lic sau, ngoai ctra vang 1én mdt hoi x6n xao. Thw Ngoc nhiu may,
lai c6 chuyén gi xay ra nita day?

Mary m@ ct¥a, tim mot ngwdi hau vao hoi.
“Bén ngoai sao 6n ao vay?”

“Trinh tiéu thw roi vao trong ao.”
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“Tai sao lai roi vao?”
“Hinh nhw la... Bi C6 tién sinh khong can than ném vao.”
Mary va Thu Ngoc dong thdi strng sot.

Gidy tiép theo, Mary cudi khanh khach. Thuw Ngoc hoi nhéch moi,
khong biét nén khoc hay nén cuoi.
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Chwong 6: Cam Trai

Vo chong Matthew & lai Thanh Ha ba ngay. Sau khi dwa tién bon ho,
Thw Ngoc trd lai cudc song binh thwong cua trudce kia.

Co6 nguoi khong quen nhin The Ngoc duwong dwong ty dac v6i cudc
song vo vi cua minh.

“Thu Ngoc, ngay mai treong hoc t6 chitc cam trai, c6 thé mang theo
nguwoi nha, em mang chi di nhé.”

“Sao lai muén mang chi di, em trai cia em dau?”

“Khéng phdi chi thich cam trai sao? Dan theo em trai di chang phai
lam bao mau su6t hanh trinh a?”

“Puoc roi...”

Ngay tiép theo, troi quang dén dang yéu. Té Tiéu Uyén kéo Thw Ngoc
tGi dia diém tap hgp, nguwoi dén gan du, The Ngoc nhin xung quanh mot
vong, khong bat ngd chit nao khi thay Trinh Du va C6 Mang.

Poan nguoi leo tir chan nui Phat di 1én, doc dudng c6 noi co cuoi.

Trinh Khéi Phong chay dén bén canh Thuw Ngoc héi: “Cé nang hay
khong, muon t6i cam gitap c6 khong?”

Thu Ngoc lac dau: “Cam on, khong can.”

Té Tiéu Uyén ché nhao: “Sao khong héi t6i? T6i sap bi dé bep roi.”
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Trinh Khéi Phong nguwong ngung gai mii: “T6i cam cho.”
Té Tiéu Uyén phat tay: “Pi di di, khong thanh y.”

Moi nguoi da leo len dinh nui, canh ring cay tim dwgc mot bai co
trong trai, ho bat dau dung léu trai.

Trinh Khéi Phong vira 14y do ra ngoai vira dén gan Thuw Ngoc hai:
“Mudn t6i gitp co dung léu trai khong?”

Gan xanh ¢ thai dwong cua Thu Ngoc khé nhay len: “Cam on, khong

»

can.
Thuw Ngoc va Té Tiéu Uyén loay hoay hai ba lan thi dywng 1éu xong.
Bén kia Trinh Khéi Phong lai d6 day mo hoi trén dau, lam sao cling khong

duoc.

Té Tiéu Uyén cuwoi ha ha: “Pai thiéu gia, muon chiung t6i gitip hay
khong ha?”

Trinh Khéi Phong khong dap 10i, mo hoi chdy cang nhiéu.
Trinh Du cwoi khanh khach: “Anh, anh that khiém ton nha.”
Thu Ngoc cling nhin khong dugc ma cwoi ro 1én.

Co Mang di tGi: “Dé t6i.”

Trinh Khéi Phong lau m6 hoi: “Co tién sinh, lam sao t6i ddm qudy ray
anh?”

“Chuing ta cung dung mot léu trai, cau khong dung dwgc thi toi cling
khong thé ngu.”

Trinh Khdi Phong danh phai dua cai gia cho C6 Mang.
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Leéu trai dwgc dung 1én nhanh chéng.

Trinh Khéi Phong ham huyc di xach nwéc trong tiéng cuwdi nhao cua
Trinh Du. Trinh Du va Té Tiéu Uyén duwgc an bai di nhat cai, khu 1éu trai
tam thoi chi con lai C6 Mang va Thu Ngoc.

“Em gay roi.” Anh nang khuén mat c6 1én, dung tay xoa nhe.

“Anh da thdy em trudc kia, 1a béo hay la gay?” Co6 héi lai, nghiéng
dau né tranh tay anh.

Anh & khau khéng cudi noi.

Mot dam ngudi choi dua ndo loan ca budi chiéu, hoang hon thdm thoat
budng xudng.

Thuw Ngoc dwgc phan cong di xach nwdc, Trinh Khai Phong nhét dinh
muon di theo.

Di & trong rirng cay, dwdi chan giam lén bun dat mém nhiin, tdm tinh
cua Thu Ngoc khong khoi nhay nhot.

“Thu Ngoc, co hoc trung hoc ¢ dau?”

“Nam Kinh.”

“Thu Ngoc, mdy tudi c6 tot nghiép trung hoc?”

“Muoi sau.”

“Thuw Ngoc, o tot nghiép trung hoc da dugc may nam?”

The Ngoc dirng budc chan, réi quay sang nhin Trinh Khéi Phong.
Nguoi phia sau hoi chot da, anh mat liéc vé phia khac.
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“Cau co thé tryc tiép hai toi, khong can quanh co mét vong 16n nhw
vay.” CO m& miéng, “Nam nay toi 21 tudi, 16n hon cau bon tudi. Con nita,
gitta chung ta khong c6 kha nang.”

“Vi sao?” Cau ta néng ndy, “Toi chang quan tam dén tudi tac.”

CO nd nu cuwoi: “Cau da hoéi diéu dé néi 1én cau quan tam.” C6 dirng
mot chut roi lai no6i, “T6i da c6 ngwdi minh thich.”

Cau ta ngay nguoi.

“Khi du hoc & Anh qudc t6i da quen vé6i anh dy, anh dy theo dudi toi
tr Anh qudc dén Trung Quoc.”

Cau ta chan chtr: “Nhung ma... c6 khong phai van mét minh sao?
Tiéu Uyén néi nhu vay.”

“Anh ay ban ron nhiéu viéc, vi vay khong trd vé cung t6i.”
“Co vé day mdy thang nay, anh ta c6 lién lac v&i c6 khong?”
Co nhat thoi tra 10i khong dugc.

Cau ta bong nhién né nu cuwodi: “Xa cach sinh ra phan béi tinh cam,
hdy cho t6i mot co hoi, dé toi theo dudi co.”

Co6 chan nan: “T6i va anh ay sé khong tach ra, cau dirng can rd lam roi

»

léen.

“Co0 vi anh ta tha than nhw ngoc, anh ta sé vi c6 ma thanh tam qua duc
sao?”

Co6 khong them néi nita. Cau ta biét minh 16 mang nén 4o ndo ngam
miéng lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sac troi dan dan t6i sam, moi nguwoi dot dong cui lén.

Co6 Mang nhan lay con ga ring, nwéng rat thanh thao. Con ga rirng
boc trong 14 sen, khong lau sau, mui ga xen lan véi mui 14 sen toa ra. Anh
g0 con ga ring xudng, rac lén do gia vi, cat thanh vai miéng chia cho
nhitng nguoi xung quanh.

Trinh Du can mot miéng 16n, khen nggi: “That 1a ngon! Thay Co, thay
qua lgi hai, cai gi cling biét.”
C0 Mang cudi: “Vo t6i thich cam trai, cho nén t6i dac biét hoc dugc

tay nghé nay.”

Trinh Du m@ to mat: “Thay, thay da két hon? Troi oi! Sao em khong
biét?” Mot dam nit sinh cung 10 ra m6t biéu tinh nam c6 tay giong Trinh
Du.

Té Tiéu Uyén ghé vao bén tai Thu Ngoc khé cuoi: “Budi chiéu con
nghe Trinh dai tiéu thw néi c6 ta muén ga cho C6 Mang, khong ngd nguoi
ta da c6 chu. Chac, thé sy kho liéu.” Thu Ngoc mim cudi.

DPot nhién, Trinh Khaéi Phong kéu 16n tiéng, phun m6t miéng ga ring
ra: “Ho6 ho... Cay...”

C6 Mang than nhién liéc mat nhin cau ta: “A, xin 16i, c6 thé phan kia
rac hoi nhiéu 6t.” Dt 10i anh quan tam dwa qua mot chai nwéc.

Trinh Khéi Phong 1am bam nhan nwéc réi uéng, con chwa dugc may
hdp thi gwong mat lap tirc doé bung cang ra, khong noi dugce cau nao.

C6 Mang hinh nhv rat kinh ngac, anh cam cai chai 1én: “O? Ai lai bo
rwou trang vao chai nwéc?”
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Trinh Khai Phong nhay dung 1én chay vé hwéng léu trai, xem ra muoén
di tim nwdc. Moi ngwoi cuoi ha ha.

Trinh Du héi: “Thay Co, vo thay cé xinh dep khong?”
“Xinh dep.”

Trinh Du chinh lai quan 4o r6i ngo6i ngay ngan: “Cé dep nhu em
khong?”

Moi nguoi cudi 0 1én.
Co6 Mang cling cuoi: “Xinh dep hon c6.”
“0.” Trinh Du xu mat.

Té Tiéu Uyén bong nhién cuc ky hitng tha héi: “Co tién sinh, vay vg
anh c6 xinh dep nhv Thu Ngoc khong?”

Moi ngudi yén lang, C6 Mang nhin Thu Ngoc. Co ling ting, Té Tiéu
Uyén chét di, c6 c6 cho nao xinh dep dau, néu ban vé ngii quan c¢6 con kém
hon Trinh Du, day khong phai mu6n c6 xau mdt sao?

“Pam tiéu thw xinh dep nhw vo t6i.”

Moi ngudi 6n ao 16n tiéng, tiéng hé hoan lién tuc khéng ngting. Co
Mang nhin Thw Ngoc, trong mat che gidu y cwdi. Guwong mat dé birng cua
Thu Ngoc hién ra ro rang.

Anh trang 1én cao, cac hoc sinh trung hoc tré tudi vay quanh ltra trai
ciing nhau nhdy mua. Anh ltta chiéu roi nhitng khuén mit tran day thanh
xuan, Thuw Ngoc cling khong ngan dwge tam tinh bay bong. Khi ¢6 hoc
trung hoc & trong nuwdc, ché do gido duc rat nghiém khac, nam sinh nir sinh
khong thé cung nhau nhdy mua vui vé nhu vay, lic c6 sang Anh quoc du
hoc, lan dau tién c6 khiéu vii v4i mot chang trai. C6 van nhé ro lan dau tién
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khiéu vii khong dwoc ty nhién, c6 nam tay anh chang cao 16n kia, vira kho
rdo lai 4m ap.

MGt ban tay dudi dén day.

Thur Ngoc ngang dau, gap phdi con nguwoi mang theo y cuwdi cia Co
Mang. Khuon mdt cta anh va khudon mat cta chang trai trong tri nhg that
trung hop.

Co chia tay dat trén tay anh, theé lwdi: “Nhdy khong tot dirng oan em.”
Anh cudi: “Lan nao anh da oan em chit?”

Co di theo buéc chan cia anh, giéng nhw con budm nhdy mua trong
dem.

Bau troi day sao, dém nay that dep.
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Chuong 7: Chuc Mirng Sinh Nhat

Sang sém, Thur Ngoc ngap dai roi givong mad cira s6. Ngoai ctra sb sat
dat 1a mot ban cong nho bang gob, c6 di chan tran giam 1én, dém qua mwa
roi, dwdi chan am waét lanh lanh.

Co voO tinh nhin thdy C6 Mang mot minh ditng dwdi ban cong. Anh
nghe dugc tiéng dong thi ngang dau 1én nhin co, r6i nhoén miéng cuoi.

Co khé can moi dang chuan bi vao nha, lai thoang thay cad ngudi anh
w6t dam.

Anh & dwdi cira s6 trong coi sudt dém?
Co kién quyét nhan tam, dong ctra s6 lai am mot tiéng.

Lic Thr Ngoc xudng lau an diém tam thi bat ngo thdy C6 Mang &
trong phong an.

Thanh am ctia A M6 tir phong bép truyén dén: “Mudi t¥, mau lay khan
mat cho ciu ay, mac muwa sé cam lanh day.”

Co khong tinh nguyén dwa khan mdt cho anh.

Anh nhén lay, dung sttc ngti vao. P6 1a khan mat ctia co, tran ngap
mui thom ctia co thé co.

Co0 nhin anh lau téc, ca nguwoi wét siing, ao so mi hoi mong dan sat
nguoi, da vay buoi sang lai hoi lanh. C6 khong khoi c6 chit dau 1ong, thap
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giong qud trach: “Ciing khong phéi con nit, thdy mwa ciing khong biét
tranh.”

Anh cudi ha ha.

A Mo tir phong bép di t6i: “Mudi tir, mau dan cau dy vao thay quan ao
kho di, A Mo di hai tra, bita trira khong tré ve.”

Co6 nhin A Mo di xa roi tritng anh: “Di theo em.”
Lan dau tién anh vao phong cua c6, rat nhé nhung that sach sé.
“H6i nhé em & day a?” Anh day hitng thu.

Co 14y mot chiéc 4o ngt rong thung thinh: “Um. DAy 1a quan 4o cla
ba em, anh thir xem.” Dirng mét chut 6 lai b6 sung, “Pay la d6 mdéi, A Mo
c6 théi quen hang nam déu may quan 4o cho ba em, ngay ca khi 6ng qua
doi cting khong thay doi.”

Anh c6@i quan 4o wét sting ra, co voi vang xoay lung.
Anh cuoi: “Ciing khong phai chwa thay qua.”
Co budn by, sap day ctra di ra ngoai.

Anh van chra mac 4o ngu vao lién 6m lay co tir sau lwng, “Vg, anh
biét sai roi, tha thit cho anh, sau nay em di dau anh ciing di cing em, cé ban
ron ciing theo em, dwgc khong?” Cuc dién chinh tri & phwong Bac hon
loan, anh tim su6t thdi gian trong hai thang mdi thoat ra dwgc, ma c6 da
sém gian doi ra di khong tr biét. Anh nhiéu lan tim kiém céac noi c6 c6 thé
di, ai ngo 0 lai trd vé trdn Thanh Ha.

“Htwt, cam doan cua anh khong dang dong tién.” C6 mang nhung
khong day anh ra.
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Anh cii dau mim cwoi: “Vo a, anh rat nhd em.” Ban tay khong an
phan vudt ve cai bung bang phang cta c6, réi dan dan huwéng 1én trén.

Co vo6i vang xoay nguwoi mat doi mat vdi anh, nghién rang nghién lgi:
“Luu manh!”

Anh khong cho ¢6 co hdi néi chuyén, dung nu hon phua lén moi co.

Co bi hon nhw Iot vao trong swrong mu, mém yéu ghé vao tredc nguc
anh.

Anh liém khoé miéng, nhéch moi néi: “Vo a, sinh nhat vui vé.”

CO ngan ngo, c6 lai quén hom nay la sinh nhat minh. C6 ngang dau,
trong mat tran day thac mac, vi vay anh & dwdi cira s6 trong coi cd ca dém?

Dwong nhu nhin ra ngo vuc cua co, anh givong khoé miéng: “Anh
muon em nhin thdy anh dau tién trong ngay sinh nhat cia em.”

CO cam thay xic dong, ngoai miéng lai ndi: “Qua dau? Em mudn
qua!”

Anh suy nghi mot chut: “Lai sang tac mot ban nhac khac cho em?
Mang em di Anh quéc dén noi ching ta gap nhau lan dau tién? Hoac la...”
Anh rat nghiém tic néi thém: “Pem anh tang cho em!”

Co ngan nguoi, day anh ra: “Lwu manh!”

Cudi cung c6 khong thé chong lai thé tan cong cta anh. Khi ¢o tir tr
tinh day thi da qua giita trta. Anh 6m c6, van ngua rat ngon. C6 can than go
tay anh ra, dang chuan bi ding day thi lai bi anh kéo vé trong long. Anh
van nham hai mat, hai tay dao dong trén da thit ctia phan lwng bong loang,
thanh 4m ctia anh khan khan: “O véi anh.”

Co6 khé thom moi anh mét cai: “Péi bung khong? Em di nau com.”
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“Khong can.”

“Anh khong doi bung.”

“Béi »

“Em khong ndu com thi anh an cai gi?”
“An em.”

Vitra dit 10i ¢6 cam thdy than dwdi dau don nhuv xé rach. Anh lai
khong hé bao trréc ma dong than tién vao. C6 phan uat ngang dau 1én, gap
phai d6i mat ranh manh cua anh, con ngwoi toi den thi lam sao con buén
ng? Khong dgi c6 mé miéng, anh ap 1én ngwoi co lan nita, hon thang mot
dwong tir c6 ¢o di xudng.

“Tiéu t Trinh gia kia may ngay nay con tim em khong?”

Anh thinh linh mé miéng, c6 ngdy ra mot lic mdi biét anh dang noi
t¢i Trinh Khai Phong, c6 lién lac dau: “Khéng c6.” Lai néi sau hdom cam
trai co ciing chwa gap cau ta.

Bong nhién, trong dau co6 loé 1én tia sang: “Anh muon lam gi cau ta?
Cau ta chi la mot dra nhé.”

Anh htr hty, siét canh tay cua c6 that chat, da thit cia hai nguwoi von da
ké sat, dén lic nay ho cang dan chat nhau hon. Trong nhdy mat c6 cdm thay
hodng s¢ béi sy bién hoa ctia co thé anh, c6 voi vang chéng do cach nguoi
anh xa mot chut, lai m6t 1an nita c6 khong thé chiu duwng, van khong day
noi.

“Khong lam gi, chi l1a bdo cdu ta cach xa vg anh mot chit.” Lan nay,
anh khong dé y dén c6 lén phan khang, nhwng anh van kéo c6 vé trong
long, hon 1én mai téc den nhanh cua co.
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Vira nghe cau nay, c6 nhat thdi mat may hén hé, “Ghen vGi mot dira
nho, xau ho.”

Anh cting khong gian: “Mot dita nho cting dam gianh vg v6i anh, hu.”

CO 6m c0 anh, hon 1én hai go ma cia anh that manh: “Dtng tim dita
nho choai choai dé gay khé dé, ngoan.”

Anh lai htt mot tiéng, lanh lung khoa git anh mat caa c6: “Lan sau
con dam lén di, anh sé khong tha cho em.”

Co khong phuc ma biu moi: “Néu anh ddm hung dit vGi em, em sé bo
chay dén noi anh khong tim thay.”

Sac mat anh tram xudng, nghiéng nguwoi de 1én, bong choc tach dui co
ra.

Co hoang hot: “Khong dam, khong dam, 1an sau em khéng dam 1én di

»

nira.

Anh von khong mu6n tiép tuc vi dau long cho than thé yéu 6t caa co,
bay gi® c6 lam ra vé chang qua birc c6 di vao khu6n phép, ngay sau dé anh
nhuwéng may: “Chi lan nay thoi day.”

Than mat v6i nhau nira ngay, c6 mét maéi ngoi day. Anh cling ngo6i day
gilip co that cai yém, mac vao tirng mon quan ao cho o, sau cung anh can
than giup co cai nut trén vat ao.

Anh lam rat nghiém tic, c6 nhin anh cham chu.

Sau khi xong xud6i, anh hon lén tran co, sau d6 noi: “Vg a, anh that sy
doi bung.”

Co nhin khong duwgc ma cwoi khic khich thanh tiéng.
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DPa qua budi tria, co6 chuan bi d6 an don gian, mot dia thit mot dia rau
va mot bat canh.

Anh an rat ngon miéng, c6 nhin ciing thod man.

An xong bita com cd lién giuc anh di ra ngoai, 1y do 1a A Mb sép tré

Anh chong cy manh liét, r6 rang la vo cwdi hdi dang hoang, sao lai
giong nhu yéu dwong vung trom?

Co gidi thich, trai tim ctia ba cu khong tot, ditng dé bi tac nghén.

Anh danh phai xam xit roi khoi.
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Chuong 8: Hoa Hoan

Pap ng yéu cau cua ong cha Chu, Thu Ngoc dén ctra tiém Chu Ki
viét chit cho bang hiéu.

Gidy Tuyén* trang nhu tuyét, myc da mai tir sém, Thuw Ngoc vung bt
1én, “tiém may Chu Ki” r6 rang trén t0 gidy.

(*) Giady “Tuyén” dugc lam & vung Tuyén thanh tinh An Huy, do d6
co tén la “Tuyén”. NO do v6 cay thanh dan va rom ra tao thanh mot loai
gidy rat quy, bé mat gidy min nhan, chat gidy mém mai va déo dai, tham
muc déu dan va cé tinh tham nwéc manh. Vi la mot loai gidy rat quy nén ti
thoi Puwong da trd nén rat noi tiéng, do né co hiéu qua dac biét doi thu phap
va hoi hoa Trung Quéc vi thé ma rit dugc cac nha tv phap va hoa si noi
tiéng coi trong.

Ong chti Chu dang vui vé cam gidy: “Chit dep chit dep.”

Dot nhién Té Tiéu Uyén x6ng vao: “Thu Ngoc, nha chi chay roi!”

Trong dau Thw Ngoc am mét tiéng, A M6 con & trong nha.

Co tong ctra x6ng ra, dién cuong chay vé nha.

Anh Ira hitng hue dé mot goc troi, cu dan trong trdn vay quanh cin
nha 1dy x6 muc nwdc tat vao.

Thw Ngoc bat lay mét ngwoi hoi: “Nhin thay A M6 cua t6i khong?”
Nguoi no lac dau. Co lai hoi ngwoi khac, van la lac dau.
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“Thuw Ngoc, binh tinh.” C6 nguwdi nam vai co.
La Trinh Khai Phong.

Cau ta ditng mot chat, cudi cung van m@ miéng mot cach khé khan:
“A Mo & bén trong, Co tién sinh ciing & bén trong.”

“Cai gi?” Co cyc ky sg hai, “Co Mang cling ¢ bén trong.

“Anh ta vita nghe néi nha c6 chdy, khong chit nghi nggi lién xong

»

vao.
Co6 che mat ngo6i xom trén mat dat. Mot ngudi la nguwdi than nuodi
dwong c6 muwoi mdy nam, mot ngwoi la nguwoi chong than thiét nhat trong

cudc song cua co6. Hai ngwdi than nhat caa c6 vao lic nay & trong bién Itra,
khong biét song chét.

Anh mét c6 tréng rong nhin cin nha thiéu dét, c6 cham rai diéng lén,
di t'ng buwdc vé phia can nha.

Trinh Khéi Phong kinh hai: “C6 muo6n lam gi?” Cau ta ngan c6 lai.
“Pé toi di vao.”

“Bﬁ’p

” MOt cai tat vang doi trén mat co.

“Co muon t tim cai chét, c6 khong thdy c6 16i véi A M0, khong thay
c6 16i v6i nguoi kia tir Bac Binh theo dudi dén day sao?” Cau ta gan ting
tiéng, trai tim nhw dao cat.

Co6 ngo6i xom xudng khéc hu hu.

“Thw Ngoc, Thw Ngoc.” Té Tiéu Uyén théd hong hdc chay tdi: “Thw
Ngoc chi dung nhu vay...”
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Trinh Du ciing dén, vé mat khong thé tin n6i: “Thay Co6... Thay Co
sao cling ¢ bén trong?”

CoO ta quay dau trirng mat nhin Thw Ngoc, dién cuong quat 1én: “Tai
sao co khong & bén trong? Tai sao tai sao?”

Trinh Khéi Phong 6m 1ay em gdi: “Em no6i bay ba gi d6?”

“Thw Ngoc, mau nhin, c6 ngudi di ra!” Té Tiéu Uyén c6 sic lay
chuyén Thw Ngoc.

Thr Ngoc mo mit ngang dau, chi thy trong anh lita c6 mot ngudi dan
ong than hinh gay go cham rai di ra, trén lvng anh cong mot nguai.

Thw Ngoc gidy dua ding 1én, ldo ddo chay vé phia anh.

Anh giao ba cu trén lung cho nhitng nguwdi khac, roi khé noi véi co:
“Yén tam, A Mo chi 1a bat tinh tho6i.”

Ao so mi cia anh bj khéi hun den, trén mit ciing dinh khéi bui. May
ma anh hoan hdo khéng bi tén thwong gi ca.

CoO rot cudc nhin khong dwoc, 6m chat c6 anh, sg budng long tay anh
sé bién mat.

Anh khoéng biét lam thé nao ngoai lau nwéc mat cta c6, tiéc rang nwéc

mat cang ngay cang nhiéu: “Vg a, ding khoc ma...”

Moi ngudi ¢ bén canh trogn mat hA mom, khong ai 1én tiéng quay ray
hai nguwdi dang 6m nhau. Té Tiéu Uyén nhin khong duwgc mé miéng: “Thu
Ngoc, trén nguoi Co tién sinh co6 thuwong tich.”

Ly tri caa Thuw Ngoc da trd lai, c6 voi budng tay ra, lo lang hoi: “Anh
bi thuvong ¢ dau?”
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Co6 Mang n¢ nu cuoi: “Khong sao.”
“Mau di x¢ Iy vét thwong di!” Co nong nay.

Anh dang hai tay 6m 14y c6: “Khong sao, that sy khong sao, em hay
yén tam.”

Chang vang, A Mo tinh.
Thw Ngoc nam tay A Mo, trong mat c6 1é.

A Mo vo nhe tay Thu Ngoc, ro6i ba ngang dau nhin C6 Mang, cuoi
trong that hién tir: “Cam on cau, mudi ti giao cho cau toi rat yéu tam.”

Thw Ngoc ngan ngo, anh mat ngd viee ban khoan & gitta hai nguai.

A M0 oan trach néi véi Thue Ngoc: “Dirng nhin nita, A Mang da s6m
noéi véi vi. Dira nho nay ciing that 1a, con két hon sao khong néi cho A Mo
biét.”

Thw Ngoc birng tinh hiéu ra, hoa ra hom sinh nhat, A M6 c0 y vién c&
hai tra su6t ngay khong vé, chinh la mu6n dé lai khéng gian cho bon ho hoa
thuan.

Hoc mat Thue Ngoc cay xé: “A Mo, lan nay con trd vé von chinh la
muon dan anh ay t6i gap vu, két qua...” Két qua bon ho cai nhau.

Bong nhién A M6 nghiém madt n6i: “Mudi t&, trwdc khi xay ra hoa
hoan hinh nhw c6 nguwoi mo vao phong con.”

Thw Ngoc ngac nhién, ngang dau nhin C6 Mang. Trong mat anh la
mot manh tham tram.

Ra khoi bénh vién, Thv Ngoc mét moi. Co Mang ddn do nguoi lai xe
toi day.
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Tran Thanh Ha nhé bé chwa bao gi¢ thay loai xe c6 rém che xa hoa
nhv vay chay trén duong, nguwoi qua dwong khong khoi nhin cham chua
nhiéu lan.

“Nghi ngoi mot 1at, dém nay t6i cho anh.” C6 Mang vén nhitng sgi t6c
hoi hon don cda c6 sang mot bén.

Co nghi ngo, di Trinh gia? Pang muén no6i khong thi anh lai m&
miéng: “Khong phai Trinh gia, & tran Thanh Ha anh ciing c6 mot can nha.”

Nhin dang vé kinh ngac cta c0, anh cuoi: “Anh da mua tw 1au, dinh
ngay nao do cung em tr& vé &, roi dwa A M6 dén song cung, khong ngo lai
c6 cong dung vao lic nay.”

Co nép vao trong long anh, tim mat vi tri thodi mai r6i nham mat lai.

Anh khé hon 1én mi mat cda c6, 14y tam chan dap 1én ngudi co.
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Chuong 9: Chan Tuéng

Céan nha cia C6 Mang & tran Thanh Ha c6 vé dep c6 xwa, rat hgp y
Thu Ngoc.

An xong com t6i, Thu Ngoc sém tdm rita nghi ngoi, hdm nay qua mét
nhoc va hao t6n tinh than. C6 Mang con chuyén phai xi¢ 1y, sau khi bo tri
thod dang cho Thu Ngoc anh lién ra ngoai.

Nttra dém, Thw Ngoc bi tiéng tranh cdi & dwdi lau danh thitc, c6 van
con bu6n ngd ma day ctra ra, vin lan can bang g6 nhin xudng duéi.

Trong san nha, Trinh Du dang tranh chadp khong ngirng v6i ngudi hau,
sau khi nhin thady Thw Ngoc, c6 ta vui mirng khon xiét: “Chi A Ngoc!”

Nguwoi hau boi roi: “Phu nhan...”

Trinh Du chay vai buwdc 1én lau, 6m 14y Thw Ngoc: “Em biét sai roi,
chi A Ngoc, em khong nén dot chiéc swon xam kia, em khong ngo sé xay ra
hoa hoan... Em that khong c6 y, tha thit cho em di...”

Trinh Du nhin Thw Ngoc, chi tréng mong c6 mém long, buong tha cho
cb ta. Von twong rang véi ban linh cta cha, phéng hoa la chuyén nho, nhiéu
nhat 1a 1y tién lap miéng ngwoi dan. Cho du c6 nguwdi chét chay thi lam
sao? Nguoi trong tran ludon nhat gan sg phién phic, ai sé bdo quan chi?
Cho du ¢6 béao, cha c6 ta la ngwdi cé quan hé rong. Ai ngo lan nay cha nhw
lam dai dich, cho c6 ta mot cai tat: “Vo liém si, con c6 biét Dam Thu Ngoc
la ai khong? Con cho rang c6 ta la chau gai cta ba lao trong tran sao? Cha
co0 ta la Pam Nghiém Chinh, la nguoi thudc gigi thuong lwu, me c6 ta la
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con gai mot cha tong si quan hau can Bac Binh, mac du cha me cua c6 ta
mat sém, nhung 6ng noi va 6ng ngoai van con nham chitc & Bac Binh, con
c6 biét 6ng ndi cua co ta c6 quan hé gi véi dwong kim tong thong khong?”

Trinh Du tron mat hA mém, con nghe cha néi thém: “Con ba lao kia
chinh 1a vi nu6i cua co ta, sau khi cha me qua doi da titng géi nudi & tran
Thanh Ha trong thoi gian kha dai.” Trong long c6 ta ngay cang hoang loan
hon.

“Con c6 biét Dam Thu Ngoc ga cho ai khong?”

Trinh Du ng6 ra: “Co ta...da két hon?”

Trinh Pai Diing burc tic: “Chéng cta c6 ta la Co Mang.”
Trinh Du nhw gap sam sét gitta tr0i quang.

“Con cho rang Co tién sinh chi la thwong nhan binh thudng sao? Con
c6 biét anh ta @ Bac Binh ddm nhan chitc vu gi khong? Ta da hao tam ton
sttc 14y long anh ta nhung toan bo lai bi huy trong tay con... Trinh gia hét
roi, ta lam sao lai nu6i dudng mot diva vo dung nhu con?”

Thw Ngoc lang lang nhin Trinh Du: “La do c6 phong hod?”
“Em...” Anh mét Trinh Du ludng lu.

“C0O muon toi bi chét chay.” Thue Ngoc mét moi cat 16i.
Trinh Du luéng cuéng: “Khong khong...”

“Co thich C6 Mang.” M6t cau khang dinh ngan gon.

“Em..” Trinh Du hoang sg khong biét noi thé nao, “Em khong biét chi
la vg cua thay ay, em...”
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Thw Ngoc nhin c6 ta, dot nhién mét méi dirng 1én: “Khong can noi ro
ly 1€ véi toi, tdi khdng cé hitng thi nghe c6 vién cg. Toi mét roi, co di
di...”

“Em khéng muon ngoi tu!” Trinh Du bat 14y c6.
“Buong tay!”

Co0 Mang tr ctta 16n nhanh chéng buéc vao, toan than anh sinh ra khi
thé lanh thau xwong khién Trinh Du sg¢ hai, theo ban nang ma budng 16ng
canh tay dang gitt chat Thu Ngoc.

Anh 1én lau, kéo Thuw Ngoc qua. Pa sém c6 ngudi di 1én dwa Trinh Du
xuong lau.

“Chi A Ngoc, tha em di, em khong muon ngoi tu...”
Anh lo lang nhin Thw Ngoc: “Ngoc?”

Nuwdc mat c6 roi xuong: “Déu la em khong tot, khong nén cau kinh véi
anh, khong nén mot minh 1én tré vé... Néu em doi anh cung tré vé thi sé
khong xdy ra nhitng chuyén nay... Em khong dam twdng twgng néu anh va
A Mo khong thé thoat khdi tran hoa hoan thi em nén lam cai gi bay gio...”

Anh hon nuwéc mat cia c6, nhe giong vo vé: “Khong phai 16i cta em,
tiéu thu Trinh gia quen théi duwgce nudng chiéu, cd ta khong coi trong anh,
ngay mai con c6 thé coi trong nhitng nguwoi khac; khong doét nha em, cling
sé dot nha nguwoi khac. Chung ta thay nguwoi khac hirng tai hoa, cai nay goi
la ctru v6t tram ho.”

Co0 nin khoc mim cwoi.

Anh 6m ngang nguoi c6, hwéng dén phong ngu: “Ngoan, dirng nghi
ngoi lung tung, ngti mot giac that ngon, tat ca déu c6 anh.”
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Chuong 10: Vi Thanh
Tham thoat da vao mua thu.
Thuw Ngoc ban trong ban ngoai, da so thoi gian déu lo trang tri lai cho
nha mdi yéu thich cia minh. C6 Mang nhin ¢6 d6 day mo6 hoi lai hang hai
tran tré, anh khong khoi cam thdy buén cuwdi: “Sau nay anh khong dam mua

nhiéu nha, néu mo6i ché em déu ty minh lam moi chuyén, vay khong phai
em muon mét chét a, em mét moi chang phai muén anh dau long sao?”

Co biu méi: “Em thich day, anh muon thé nao?” C6 dang nhon chan
dan hoa van 1én khung ctta s6, tiéc rang chiéu cao khong tdi, lam sao cling
khong dan dugc.

“Vay dé anh gitp dwgc khong?” Anh do c6 dang lung lay sap nga, bat
dac di n6i. Khuyén khong duwgc? Ngay ca giip cling khong dugc sao?

CoO quay dau, dwa hoa van trang tri cho anh, chi mot goc cta song ctra:
“Nay, dan ¢ do.”

Cai nay la chi huy sao? Anh lac dau bat cwoi, nhwng van vui swéng hai
long nghe theo chi thi cua vg.

“Beén trai mot chut, ben phai mot chut...”
“Vo, em lay anh lam tro dua a, da rat ngay ngan roi...”
“Nao c0, ro rang sai lech.”

“Nhu vay?”
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“Nay nay, anh lam gi, lam viéc cho tét, ai cho anh di chuyén!”
“Ngoc, A Mang, an com thoi.”

Thu Ngoc day Co6 Mang ra, chay vé phia ba cu: “A Mo, vi xem anh
ay, cai gi cling lam khong tot.”

C0 Mang s mili, cam thdy rat vo toi.

Ba cu gia vo trat gian 1én The Ngoc: “Pugc r6i, con lai bat nat A
Mang lam chi?”

Thr Ngoc méu méo, duwong nhuw vo cung oan . Tt khi C6 Mang dwa
A Mo vé &, ba nhiéu lan bénh vuc anh.

Co Mang voi vang om Thuw Ngoc: “Thoi, an com di, com nwdc xong
anh dan em ra ngoai mot chat.”

Sau bita trita, Co Mang nam tay Thu Ngoc di dao trén dwong 16t da &
tran Thanh Ha.

Tran Thanh Ha van la dang vé thanh binh nhu trwdc, dudng nhw
nhitng chuyén xdy ra trong may thang nay déu la do anh trong mo.

Ho di tGi phia trwdc, c6 mot toa nha tdy dwong bé hoang. May thang
tredc, noi nay con co tiéng nguwdi on ao, tiép don dai st nwdc ngoai. Nhung
ma hién gio, toa nha tdy duong duy nhét trong tran Thanh Ha da trong
rong, khong con phon hoa.

Hai thang trwdc, 6ng chu Trinh bi t6 cdo kinh doanh phi phép, tiing
bang chitng duwgce dwa dén vién kiém sat. Budc toi la chuyén van da déng
thuyén. C6 ngudi néi, la thwong nhan, lam sao cé thé chwa lam qua chuyén
do ban? Chi sg 6ng chu Trinh dac t0i nguwdi nao nén bi trd diia. Mot thang
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ngan ngui, Trinh gia nhanh chéng sup d6. Moi ngudi trong tran Thanh Ha
loan truyén, Trinh gia hét thoi.

Hoa v0 don chi chinh 13, con gai dugc nudng chiéu ctia Trinh gia cudi
cung la ké kha nghi phéng hoa. Nhan ching vat chitng day du, Trinh dai
tiéu thv nhanh chéng bi dwa vao nha giam. Nhung diéu khién ngwoi khac
kho hiéu chinh 1a, mot thang sau, ngay ca Trinh gia cling khong con manh
vun thtra lai, Trinh tiéu thw lai dwgc tha ra. Nghe no6i c6 nguwdi dam bdo cho
cO ta di ra, nhung Trinh gia khong con gi ca, sao lai cé nang lyc dwa con
gai ra ngoai? Gitta nhitng 10i don x6n xao lai truyén ra mot bi mat giong
nhau, néi la treéc kia 6ng cha Trinh dé con gai du do maot phd thiwrong nao
do, cho nén cau xin pha thwong dé ctru Trinh tiéu thu ra ngoai.

Trinh Du c6 cam do phu thwong nao d6 hay khong, Thw Ngoc ciing
chang biét. Co chi nhd ré vao dém mua to tam ta kia, cau thiéu nién toan
than wét dam quy goi dwdi cira s6 nha co.

“Thu Ngoc, budng tha tiéu Du di. T6i biét n6 pham sai lam 16n, nhung
né nho tudi nhw vay, con chua ra ngoai tran Thanh Ha m@ mang tam mat,
dé t6i ngoi tu thay di.”

Thuw Ngoc ngoi bén trong, trong tay dang cam tach tra néng. C6 thd
dai: “Co dy c6 nguoi cha quyén thé hon ngudi, con c6 anh trai chiéu
chudng nhu vay, ciing khé trach khong kiéu cang. Néu t6i khong phai Pam
Thu Ngoc, chi la Ly Thw Ngoc, Triéu Thu Ngoc binh thuong, vay coi nhw
chét chay ciing khong c6 ngwoi quan? Co dy con nhé tudi lai cé long da tan
nhan nhw vay? Co6 dy dam lam ra, sao lai khong c6 can dam ganh vac? Cau
lam anh trai con c6 mat miii hé do6 n6i mudn thay c6 ay ngoi tu?!”

Guong mat cau thiéu nién lic dé lic trang, nhung lai ling ta ling ting
khong biét nén néi gi.

“Cau trg veé di.” Co noi.
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Cau thiéu nién duong nhw khong nghe thay, van quy khong dirng day.

Ngoai cita sO tiéfng mua roi dom dop, nguwdi bén trong khong thé
khong thé dai mot hoi.

Man dém budng xudng, c6 nam trén giwvong diu dang héi ngudi bén
g0i, néu khong thi tha lan nay di, du sao khéng c6 ai xay ra tai hoa, ma ca
Trinh gia da vi chuyén nay trd ng réi. Tim ché khoan dung ma do lwgng.

Ai ng0 nguoi bén gbi htt mot tiéng, hinh nhw khéng hon gian. Xem ra
khi anh tré vé da nghe néi Trinh dai thiéu gia quy goi trwdc cira nha minh,
cau xin vo minh hon nita dém.

C06 ham hyc ngam miéng, cting khong noi tot gi nita.
Mot thang sau Trinh Du dwgc tha ra.
Thw Ngoc nghi rang, C6 Mang rét cudce thu ha lwu tinh.

Sau d6 ong cha Trinh hinh nhw bénh nang, mat nira cai mang. Con
Trinh tiéu thw sau khi dwoc tha ra thi ngdy ngoc, khong biét trong lao da
trai qua chuyen gi.

Sau mét trdn mua to kéo dai, nguwdi ctia Trinh gia bién mat khoi tran
Thanh Ha.

Thuw Ngoc dan dan thu hoi mach suy nghi, vira ngang dau lén da thay
ngoi nha lic trwéc ctia A Mo. Can nha da bi dot thanh tro bui, chi con bui
c6 xanh, cay hoa hoé van con canh nha. C6 khong khoi nhég tdi ba thang
triedc khi c6 dén tran Thanh Ha, mo6i mot dém, dwdi tang cay van c6 ngudi
ding yén, khong biét mét moi ma tréng coi co.

Thyc ra c6 déu biét. Dém dai tinh lang, c6 sé ghé vao ctta s6 den
nhanh, trom nhin anh duéi tang cay. Khong nght qua la khi dang ngu, tinh
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lai da c6 nang mai nhan nhat, ngwoi dudi tang cay sém da di ro6i. Moi mot
dém, cO ¢ trong ctta s6, anh & ngoai ctra s6, cd vui rao rwc nhin anh, thinh
thodng cling dau long.

Suy nghi mot luc, Thv Ngoc nhin khong duwgc ma mim cwoi. Co choc
choc ngudi dan 6ng bén canh: “Nay, anh c6 biét hay khong, thyc ra moi toi
em déu & trong ctra sO nhin anh day.”

C06 Mang nhin c6 cwoi khanh khach, khong khdi véo miii c6, bat dac
di n6i: “Anh lam sao khong biét, tiéng ctra s6 bang go da cii vang lén nhw
vay, em cho rang anh la ké diéc sao. Nhung ma, em that sy nhan tam, nhin
anh ditng dudi ctra sO ba thang trdi cling khong biét moi anh vao nha.”

Co0 ma to mat, sao lai thé dugc?

Anh buén cudi 6m c6, c6 vo bé nho ngoc nghéch cia anh, khong biét
muon cho anh hao t6n bao nhiéu tam tu.

“Nay,” Co6 bong nhién nghiém mat, “Vé sau em khong chay tron nita.”
“A? Vi sao?” Nhanh nhu vay da tinh ngo?
“Bdi vi, mot minh chay tron khong c6 y nghia.” C6 nhan nhé mat mdi.

“Um, cho nén sau ndy ngoan ngodn & lai bén canh anh, dwgc khéng?”
Anh 6m chat c6 vg bé nho ctia minh.

Nang chiéu dan dan ha xuéng.

Con duong trai da chiéu bong dai trong hoang hén, cé vé nhw la ca
doi.

-End-
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