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“Nhiéu nha vdn da thanh céng trong viéc dién dat nhitng gi trong trdi
tim ho hodc ndi, lvu lodt mét quan diém nao do cta ho. Nhitng cudn
sdch ctia Chetan Bhagat lam duoc ca hai, va hon thé.”

» Tap chi Time
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GIOI THIEU

Govind, mot chang trai tré tai mot thanh ph6 nhé ctia An D6 mo gidc mo
lam giau.

Ga ban than, Ish, lai c6 mot gidc mo khac vé sy nghiép thé thao. Va ho
cung nhau m& mot cra hang ban do cricket trén dat cia Omi, cdu ban thi
ba. Nhung chang c6 gi dé dang tai mot thanh pho hon loan dang phat trién.

Lot thom giita nhitng mau thuan tén gido, nhitng xung dot chinh tri,
nhitng tham hoa tw nhién, nhitng tinh yéu sai thdi diém, nhitng va cham
trong 1y twéng cda chinh ho, liéu nhitng gidc mo ca nhan cé thé chién thang
con ac méng cua thye té? Va nhitng sai lam cua doi ho c6 can buéc ho di?

Ra doi sau thanh cong vang doi cia Ba Chang Ngoc, Ba Sai Lam Cua Doi
T6i lai la mot bestseller nita cia Chetan Bhagat, nguwoi hung trong van
chwong danh cho gidi tré An D§. Mot cau chuyén nita vira hai hwdc vira xtic
dong veé tudi tré khinh suat nhung day khat khao, bong bot nhwng kién dinh.

Sinh nam 1974, la nha van nguoi An D6. Sach cuaa anh thuwong dat duoc
ngay vi tri bestseller tir khi mdi phat hanh va dugc chuyén thé thanh nhiéu
bd phim 16n ctia Bollywood. Té The New York Times goi anh 1a “tiéu thuyét
gia viét tiéng Anh bdn chay nhdt lich st An D¢”. Tap chi Time dwa anh vao
danh sach “100 nguoi c6 dnh hudng nhdt thé gidi”. Anh cling tirng c6 mat
trong s6 “100 ngwdi sang tao trong cong viéc nhat thé gidi” do tap chi Fast
Company (My) binh chon. Chetan viét bang ca tiéng Anh va tiéng Hindi cho
cac to bao hang dau, tap trung vao tudi tré va cac van dé phat trién dat nudc.
Anh ciing 1a mét dién gia day thuyét phuc. Chetan bé viéc tai mot ngan hang
dau tw quoc té vao nam 2009 dé cong hién toan thoi gian cho viét lach va
dem lai sy thay d6i cho dat nwdc. Anh song & Mumbai cung vg la Anusha,
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mot ngwoi ban hoc cfi, va hai cau con trai sinh déi Shyam va Ishaan. Cac
cudn sach noi tiéng nhat cia Chetan c6 thé ké téi Ba Chang Ngoc (Five
point someone), Ba Sai Lam Ctua Doi Toi (The 3 mistakes of my life), Hai
Dau Dat Nudc: Cdu chuyén vé cuéc hén nhan cua toi (2 States: The story of
my marriage) va Cdch mang 2020 (Revolution 2020).

Website chinh thitc cua anh: www.chetanbhagat.com
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MO PAU

Khéng phai la chuyén thwong ngay khi ban ngéi treéc may tinh vao mot
sang thit Bdy va nhan dugc mot email nhu thé nay:

Nguoi giri: Ahd_businessman@gmail.com

Luc: 12/28/2005 11.40 p.m.

Gti dén: info@chetanbhagat.com

Tiéu dé: Thu tuyét ménh

Kinh gtti anh Chetan,

Email nay vua la thu tuyét ménh vira la thu thu nhan. Toi dda lam moi
nguoi that vong va khong cé ly do dé séng nira. Anh khong biét t6i. Toi
la mét ké binh thuong & Ahmedabad da doc cdc cubn sdch ctua anh. Va
chang hiéu sao sau khi doc t6i cdm thdy co thé viét cho anh. Thuc tinh

toi khong thé ké cho ai khdc diéu toi dang tw lam v&i minh - nghia la
khi viét xong mét cdu téi lai ubng mét vién thudc ngt - nén téi nghi sé

ké cho anh.

T6i bd ly ca phé xudng va dém. Pa nam dau cham cau.

T6i dd pham ba sai lam; t6i khbng muon noi chi tiét. Toi tw tir khong
phdi vi mt quyét dinh cdm tinh. Nhu nhiéu nguoi quanh tbi déu biét,
toi la mot doanh nhan gidi, vi toi co it cam xuc. Ddy khong phdai la
hanh dong phadn ttng nhat thoi. T6i da cho doi ba ndm, hdng ngay quan
sdt vé mdt yén Idng cta Ish. Nhung sau khi cdu ta tir chéi 10i dé nghi
cua téi ngay hom qua, toi khong con lya chon nao nira.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i khéng co gi luyén tiéc. C6 1é t6i mudn ndi chuyén vdi Vidya mét lan

nita - nhung luc nay day duong nhu khong phdi y hay.

Xin 10i da lam phién anh vi chuyén nay. Nhung t6i cam thdy minh phdi
noi chuyén véi ai do. La nha vdn, anh c6 nhiéu cdch dé gidi toa duorc,
thuc sy anh dad viét nhitng cuén sdch rat hay. Chtic anh cubi tuan vui

Vve.
Tran trong.
Doanh nhan.

17, 18, 19. bau d6 & Ahmedabad, mot anh chang “binh thuwong” da nudt
muoi chin vién thu6c ngu trong khi dang danh may gwi thw cho t6i. Vay ma
cau ta mong tdi c6 ky nghi cudi tuan vui vé. Toi khéng tai nao nudt ndi ca
phé. T6i va mo hoi lanh toat.

“Thit nhat, anh ddy mudn. Thit hai, vira ddy xong la anh ngoi li truéc may
tinh. Anh cé biét la minh con gia dinh khong?” Anusha noi.

Phong treong hgp ban khong hiéu céi giong ctta quyeén 4y, thi Anusha la
VO tOi.

Toi da hita sé cung nang di mua do noi that - mot 16i hita tir cach day hon
hai thang.

Nang gat ly ca phé cua toi roi luc lac lung chiéc ghé t6i dang ngoi.
“Chung ta can bo ban ghé an méi. Nay, trong anh lo lang thé?” nang noi.

T6i chi vao man hinh.

“Doanh nhan a?” nang noéi khi doc xong thw. Nang c6 vé cling hoi rung
minh.

“Va thu nay gtri tit Ahmedabad,” t6i néi, “ching ta chi biét c6 vay.”

“Anh chac chuyén nay cé that khéng?” nang néi, giong run run.

“Pay khong phai thu rac,” t6i néi. “Va no dugc gui cho anh.”

Vo t6i kéo ghé, ngoi xuong. Toi nghi ding la ching t6i can thém ghé &
ban viét that.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nghi xem nao,” nang noéi. “Chung ta phai bao cho ai d6. C6 1€ b6 me cau
ta.”

“Lam cach nao? Anh con khong biét né tv dau ra,” t6i noi. Va &
Ahmedabad ching ta c6 quen biét ai khong?”

“Chung ta gap nhau ¢ Ahmedabad, anh con nhé khong?” Anusha néi.

Mot cau vo nghia, toi nghi, & ding, ching t6i la ban hoc ¢ Hoc vién Quan
ly Kinh doanh An Po (IIM) mét nam trudc. “Vay thi sao?”

“Goi cho hoc vién. Giao su Basant hay ai d6,” nang khit miii ngtri va roi
phong. “Oi khong, chdo dau bj chay roi.”

C6 vg thong minh hon minh ciing c6 nhiéu lgi thé 1am. T6i khong bao gio
lam tham t& duoc.

T6i vao mang internet tim so dién thoai cta hoc vién va goi cho ho. Nhan
vién tong dai n6i may cho t6i dén nha riéng cia Gido sw Basant. T6i xem
dong ho, 10 gio sang & Singapore, 7 gid 30 sang & An 0. Qudy ray gido su
ngay lic sang sém that chang hay ho gi.

“A 16?” mot giong ngai ngu tra 16i. Chac la gido su.

“Thay Basant a, em chao thdy. Em la Chetan Bhagat. Hoc sinh cii cia
thay, thay con nhé khong a?”

“Ai nhi?” 6ng noi, khong hé té chit to mo. Khéi dau khong thuan 1gi.

Toi ké khda hoc ma 6ng day chiing toi, va ching t6i da bau ong la gido su
than thién nhat trong tredng. Ninh bg cling chang gitip gi nhiéu.

“0, 1a Chetan Bhagat ddy a,” 6ng néi, nhw thé dng biét ca triéu nguoi tén
nhu thé. “Gio cau la nha van ha?”

“Vang a,” t6i néi. “Dung em day.”

“Vay tai sao cau lai di viét sach?”

“Thay hoi kho qua,” t6i ndi lang.

“Ok, hoi don gidn nay. Sao cau goi toi ltic sang sGm thé?”

Toi trinh bay ly do, va chuyén bitc thu cho 6ng.

“Khong c6 ten a?” ong noi khi doc email.
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“Cau ta co 1é dang ¢ bénh vién nao do tai Ahmedabad. Cau ta c6 1é mai
nhap vién. Co Ié cau ta da chét. Hoac c6 1€ cau ta dang ¢ nha va day chi la
mot tro dua,” toi noi.

T6i c huyén thuyén. T6i muon giup - cho cd anh chang kia va ca cho t6i.
Gido swr hdi mot cau chi ly. Tai sao t6i lai viét sach - dé dinh vao chuyén nay
a?

“Chting ta c6 thé kiém tra cac bénh vién ,” gido suw noi. “Toi c6 thé héi vai
sinh vién. Nhung phdi c6 tén mdi dugc. Nay dgi da, cau ta co tai khoan
gmail ma, cé thé cau ta dung ca Orkut nita.”

“Or... gi co a?” Cudc song that kho khan khi ban luon phai tro chuyén vai
nguwoi thong minh hon minh.

“Cau lac hau qua, Chetan. Orkut la mot trang mang xa hoi. Nguoi dung
gmail dang ky vao d6. Néu cdu ta la thanh vién cia mang nay, va néu may
man thi ching ta cé thé xem théng tin cau ta.”

T6i ng6i trvdc may tinh nghe 6ng gé ban phim. Téi vira truy cap vao
trang Orkut thi Giao su Basant reo lén, “A ha, Doanh nhan Ahmedabad. Co
chut thong tin & day. Tén chi ghi moi G. Patel. S& thich 1a cricket, kinh
doanh, toan hoc va ban be. Co vé nhu cau ta khong hay dung Orkut.”

“Thay dang noi gi day a? Em ngu day thi thdy m6t birc thuw tuyét ménh
duwgc gui rieng cho em. Thé ma thay lai néi cho em vé s& thich cau ta. Thay
c6 giup em khong hay la...”

Mot khodng lang, roi sau do. “Toi sé nho vai sinh vién. Ching t6i sé tim
mot bénh nhan con tré, tén G. Patel, bi nghi uéng thuoc ngta qua liéu. Ching
toi sé goi cho cau khi c6 tin gi méi, dugc chwa?”

“Vang a,” t6i noi, thd lai binh thwong sau mot hai lau.

“Con Anusha thé nao? C6 cau cup 16p cua t6i dé di hen ho réi quén t6i
ludn a.”

“Co ay khoe a.”

“T6t 1am. T6i luén nghi c6 ay thong minh hon cau. Ma théi, di tim anh
chang kia di,” gido s ndi va ngat may.
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Ngoai chuyén di mua do noi that, t6i con phai hoan tat not ban thuyét
trinh. SEp cua t6i, sép cta Michel, & New York sap sang. Véi hy vong gay
an tuwgng véi ong ta, Michel da dé nghi t6i lam mot ban thuyét trinh vé tap
doan, v6i nam muwoi biéu do. Trong suét ba dém lién tuan vira roi, t6i da
phai lam viéc dén 1 gio sang, nhung cling chi mgi lam dwgc mot nira.

“Pay la mot goi y. Ping di sai dwong. Nhuwng phai di tam da,” vo t6i ndi.

T6i nhin nang.

“Chi la mot lya chon thoéi,” nang noi.

Toi nght doi khi nang than trong qua muc. Toi khong phéan bac lai.

“R0i r6i, anh sé tam,” t6i néi va bat dau quay sang may tinh.

Nhitng y nghi ¢ vut ra trong dau. Toi cé nén goi dén vai bénh vién
khong? Nh& gido sw Basant lai di nga thi sao? Nh& 6ng ay khong thé huy
dong sinh vién thi sao? Néu G. Patel da chét thi sao? Tai sao t6i lai dinh liu
vao chuyén nay?

T6i mién cudng di tam. T6i ma tai liéu thuyét trinh, nhung chang viét
duoc chit nao ca.

T6i khong chiu an sang, nhung vai phut sau da thay tiéc - vi con déi va su
lo lang khong di cung véi nhau dugc.

Dién thoai do6 chuong lic 1 gio 33 chiéu.

“A 16,” giong gido su Basant khong lan vao dau dugc. “Ching ta c6 mot
nhan vat phu hgp ¢ Bénh vién Dan su. Tén cau ta la Govind Patel, hai lam
tudi. Mot sinh vién nam hai ctia t6i da tim thay cau ta.”

“Roi sao a?”

“Cau ta con song. Nhung khong chiu n6i chuyén. Du la n6i chuyén véi
ngwoi nha. Chac dang soc.”

“Bac si bdo sao?” tdi noi.

“Khong sao. D6 la mot bénh vién nha nwéc. Cau con mong gi? Du sao, ho
sé rita da day cau ta va cho vé nha. Lic nay t6i khong phdi lo nhiéu nita. T6i
sé bao mot sinh vién toi quay lai kiém tra xem sao.”
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“Nhung c6 chuyén gi véi cau ta thé? Chuyén gi xdy ra?”

“T6i chi biét thé thoi. Nghe nay, dirng dinh sdu vao. An Do 1a mot quéc
gia rong 16n. Chuyén nay xdy ra sudt 4y ma. C¢ xen vao cang nhiéu thi cau
cang dé bi canh sat lam phién.”

Sau dé, t6i goi dén Bénh vién Dan sy. Nhung nhan vién tryc téng dai
khong biét gi chuyén nay, va cting khong c6 phuong tién dé chuyén cudc goi
dén phong bénh nhan.

Ca Anusha ciing thay nhe long vi cau ta dwgc an toan. Roi nang théng béao
ké hoach ngay hom &y - di san lung bo ban an. Bat dau la & hang lkea trén
pho Alexandra.

Chung t6i dén Ikea tam ba gio, xem lwét bo ban ghé tiét kiém khong gian.
Mot chiéc ban an cé thé gap lam tw va chuyén thanh ban udng tra - kha gon
gang.

“Anh mudn biét chuyén gi xdy ra véi cau doanh nhan hai lam tu6i nay,”
toi 1am bam.

“Roi anh cling biét thoi. Dé cau ta phuc hoi da. Chac vi mot trong cac ly
do dién r6 cta thanh nién - bi that tinh, diém kém hodac la ma tdy thoi ma.”
T6i khong noi gi.

“Thoi nao, cau ta chi gti mail cho anh thoi. Pia chi ctia anh & trén bia
sach. Anh dau can dinh vao lam gi. Chang ta lay loai sau hay tdm day?”
nang chuyén dén bg ban ghé bang go soi.

T6i phan doi rang ching t6i hiém khi c6 nhiéu khach dén choi nha. Sau
ghé la du.

“Hiéu suat st dung bién cua hai chiéc ghé sé nhé hon mwoi phan tram?”
toi noi.

“Pan 0ng cac anh chang dwgc tich su gi ca?” nang dap tra roi chon loai
sau ghé.

Pau 6c t6i ct lan man nghi vé anh chang doanh nhan.

Puing, moi ngwdi noéi ding. To6i khong nén dinh liu vao. Nhung thé gidi cé
bao nhiéu ngudi, thé ma cau ta lai gri 10i trang troéi cho t6i. T6i con lam gi
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dugc ngoai phai dinh liu vao.

Chung t6i an truva @ mot quan canh Ikea.

“Anh phai di,” t6i bao vdi vo trong ldc tay khong ngirng choc ngoay mon
com rang.

“DPi dau? Pén van phong a. Ok, gio anh la ngudi tw do. Em mua xong
r0i,” vg toi noi.

“Khong. Anh muon dén Ahmedabad. Anh muon gap Govind Patel.” Toi
khong nhin vao mat nang. Co 1é t6i hoi dién ro.

“Pau 6c anh ct luan quan mai,” toi noi.

“Con bai thuyét trinh cta anh thi sao? Michel sé giét anh mat.”

“Anh biét. Anh ta sé khong dwgc thang chitc triv phi gdy duge an tuwong
vOi sép.”

V@ t6i nhin t6i. Khuon mat t6i cling da noi rd luan diém roi. Nang biét t6i
sé khong tinh tao chirng nao toi con chwa gap duwgc anh chang kia.

“Pugc roi, chuyén bay thang duy nhat 1a 6 gio chiéu nay. Anh c6 thé dat
mua ve.”

Nang goi dién cho hang hang khong Singapore va dwa dién thoai cho toi.

ek

Cac y ta dan t6i vao mot phong bénh. Sy im lang ky quai va bong toi
khién buwéc chan t6i nghe 10 to. Mudi thiét bi khac nhau phat tiéng kéu va
nhitng béng dén LED sang roi tat theo nhip déu dan. Day cap noi tur thiét bi
bién mat vao nguwoi ma toi da di hang ngan dam dén dé gap - Govind Patel.

T6i nhan ra mai téc xoan truwdc tién. Cau ta c6 nuwdc da mau banh mat va
16ng may ram. P6i moéi méng da kho vi dung thudc.

“Xin chao, Chetan Bhagat... nha van ma cau da viét thw,” t6i n6i, khong
chac cau ta c6 nhan ra.

“0... 1am thé nao... anh tim thdy t6i?” cdu ta noi, rat khé khan.
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“Dinh ménh, t6i doan vay? toi noi.

T6i bat tay va ngoi xuéng. Me cau ta da vao phong. Trong ba co6 vé thiéu
ngl, dang ra ba mdi la ngwdi nén dung thudc nga. Toi chao ba khi ba ra
ngoai lay tra.

T6i nhin nguwdi thanh nién. T6i ¢6 hai viéc mudn lam ngay - th nhat, héi
xem chuyén gi da xdy ra, va thi hai, tat cho cau ta mot cai.

“Pirng nhin t6i nhu thé,” cau ta noi khi tr@ minh trén giwvong, “han la anh
burc minh. Xin 16i anh, 1€ ra t6i khong nén viét thw.”

“Queén cai thu di. Cau khong nén lam diéu cau da lam.”

Cau ta thd dai. Cau ta ¢t nhin cham cham t6i roi quay mat di.

“T6i khong co gi phai tiéc,” cau ta néi.

“Thoi im di. Hanh dong nhw thé cha anh hung gi dau. Chi c6 ké yéu dudi
md&i uéng thudc ty ti!”

“Néu anh ¢ hoan canh cta t6i, anh ciing lam vay théi.”

“Tai sao? Chuyeén gi da xay ra vGi cau?”

“Khong quan trong!”

Chung t6i yéen lang khi me cau ta quay lai mang theo tra. Mot y ta buéc
vao bdo ba nén vé nha, nhung ba khong chiu nhic nhich. Cudi cung bac si
phai can thiep.

Ba ra vé lac 11 gio 30 t6i. Toi ¢ lai trong phong, hita vGi bac si sé vé
ngay.

“Keé cho t6i nghe chuyén cua cau di,” t6i néi khi chi con lai hai ching t6i.

“Tai sao? Anh c6 thé lam gi nao? Anh khong thé thay doi chuyén da xay
ra,” cau ta noi mét moi.

“Khong ct gi ct phéi thay doi qua khit dwoc thi méi lang nghe. Doi khi,
diéu quan trong la phai biét chuyén xay ra.”

“To6i la doanh nhan. V6i t6i, ngudi ta lam gi cling vi 1gi ich ca nhan ca.
Vay thi anh dvgce 1gi gl ¢ day? Va tai sao toi phai lang phi thoi gian cua
minh dé ké cho anh?”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i nhin khuén mat da mém mai, nhung an gidu bén trong sy citng ran
nhw thé. “Béi vi t6i mudn ké cho nhitng ngwoi khac,” t6i ndi. Day la dong
CO cua toi.

“Nhung tai sao lai c6 ai d6 quan tam? Cau chuyén cua t6i khong phai thoi
thwgng hay hap dan nhu chuyén cta céac sinh vién IIT hay chuyén trén tong
dai tuv van.”

T6i g& tdm chan che nguwc cau ta. May swédi va cudce tro chuyén ctia chiing
toi gilt am can phong.

“T6i nghi ho sé quan tam,” t6i no6i, “mot thanh nién c6 ty ti. Diéu do
dwong nhw khong 6n.”

“Co6 ai quan tam cho gi dén t6i dau.”

To6i da c6, nhung that kho ma kién nhan dwgce. T6i lai tinh dén viéc tat cau
ta.

“Nghe nay,” toi noi, lén giong hét mitc dwgc phép & trong bénh vién.
“Cau da lya chon viét thw cudi doi cho t6i. Nghia la @ mitc do nhat dinh, cau
tin t6i. Toi tim ra cau va bay dén day sau may tiéng ké tr khi cau gui thu.
Vay ma cau hoi toi co quan tam khong a? Va cai thai do vénh vao nay, ngao
man nay la sao? Cau c6 thé ndi chuyén vai t6i nhw mot nguwdi ban duwgc
khong? Cau cé biét ban la gi khong?”

Mot y ta nhin vao phong khi nghe giong to tiéng cta t6i. Ching t6i lai yén
lang. Bong ho bao ntra dém.

Cau ta ngobi dé sitng s0. HOm nay moi ngudi cu x t¥ t€ vdi cau ta. T6i
dirng day, quay lung.

“Toi biét ban be 1a thé nao,” cau ta nai.

T6i ngoi xudng canh cau ta.

“T6i thue sy biét ban bé la thé nao. Vi tdi c6 hai ngwdi ban, hai nguwdi ban
tot nhat trén doi.”
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An D6 gdp Nam Phi

Gidi Cricket Bon nhdt Quoc té lan thir 4, Vadodra

17 thang Ba, 2000

VONG 45

“May chuyén cho lam khi gi thé?” ti€éng gao ctia Ishaan at ca tiéng am 1
ctia san van dong trén ti vi. T6i vira chuyén tir san nha 1én ghé x6 pha.

“Ha?” t6i n6i. Chung t6i dang & nha Ishaan - Ishaan, Omi va t6i. Me
Ishaan vita mang tra va banh khakra cho ching t6i. “Ng6i ghé an thoai mai
hon. Nén tao méi d6i cho.”

“Tendulkar tiéu roi. Lai ding vao ldc nay, me né chit. Omi, may dirng c6
dong day gi day. Pirng dita nao dong day trong nam vong ném tdi.”

Toi nhin ti vi. Ching t6i hwéng dén 283 diém dé gianh chién thang. Biém
ctia An D6 1a 256/22 sau bon 1im vong ném béng. Hai muoi bay diém trong
nam vong, vGi tam ngwoi danh bong con lai, va Tendulkar dang & vach danh
boéng. That qua dé dn. Kha nang gianh phan thing dang nghiéng vé An Do,
thé ma Tendulkar bi loai. Va diéu d6 giai thich cho cai chau may trén tran
Ishaan.

“Banh khakra gion qua,” Omi néi. Ishaan tritng mat nhin Omi, trdch méc
cai thoi ham an hoi hgt ctia né trong thoi khac quéc gia 1am nguy thé nay.
Omi va toi gat coc tra sang bén, va ra vé 1am ly cho phu hop.

Pam dong vo tay khi Tendulkar roi san. Jadeja 1én vach danh béng, va ghi
thém sdu diém nita. Két thic vong bon muoi sau, diém cta An Do 262/3.
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Can thém hai mwoi mot diém nita trong bon vong ném bong dé chién thang,
vOi bay ngudi con lai.

VONG 46

“Anh ta ghi dugc 122 diém. Anh ta da lam t6t phan sy. Chi con vai cu
béng cubi cung nita. Sao may phai xoan thé?” t6i hoi trong lic quang cao.
To6i vdi tay lay ly tra, nhung Ishaan ra hiéu dé yén. Chung t6i khong dugc
vui thu gi cho dén khi van ménh tran ddu duwgc dinh doat. Ishaan dang cau
tiét v&i chung t6i. Tran dau dién ra ¢ Vadodra, tit Ahmedabad dén do6 chi
mat hai gio. Nhung ching t6i khéng di dugce - thit nhat, vi ching téi khong
c6 tién, thit hai, vi hai ngay nita t6i c6 bai kiém tra lién trwong. Di nhién t6i
da bo phi cd ngay hom nay dé ngoi trwdc ti vi xem tran dau, nén ly do sé hai
thue sy khong hé trong lam.

“Binh quan 5,25 diém moi vong ném boéng,” t6i néi, khong thé cuwdng lai
mot phép tinh. D6 1a ly do khién t6i thich cricket, mén nay c6 rat nhiéu phép
tinh toan. “May khong biét doi nay dau. Tendulkar roi san thi ca doi hoang
ngay. D6 khong phai la chuyén tinh binh quan. N6 nhw kiéu con ong chua bi
chét, va t6 ong loan hét ca 1én,” Ishaan noi.

Omi gat dau, n6 thuong lam nhw vay vdi bat ky diéu gi Ishaan néi vé
cricket.

“Du sao tao ciing hy vong bon may hiéu la hom nay chung ta gap nhau
khong phdi dé xem tran nay. Ching ta phai quyét dinh Ishaan dy tinh gi cho
twong lai, phai vay khong?” toi noi.

Ishaan luon tranh chu dé nay ké tr khi né tron khoi NDAS mot nam truéc.
B6 n6 da cham biém binh ludn rang, “Cat banh an mirng mot nam vo dung
cua n6 luén hom nay di.”

Tuy nhién, hom nay t6i cé ké hoach roi. Toi can bat ching ngoi lai dé ban
vé cuOc doi. Tat nhién so vdi cricket, cudc doi chi 1a wu tién s6 hai.

“Pé sau di,” Ishaan ndi, tritng mat nhin loai kem tri mun trén quang cao.

“Pé sau la bao gio ha Ishaan? Tao c6 mot y twéng phu hgp cho ca ba
chuing ta. Chting ta khong c6 nhiéu lya chon, phai khong?”
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“Ca ba ching ta a? Ca tao nita a?” Omi thac mac, né phan khich réi.
Nhitng thang ngu nhw né thich dwgc la mot phan cai gi do, bat ké 1a gi. Tuy
nhién, 1an nay ching t6i can Omi.

“Putng, may dong mot vai tro thiét yéu. Nhung dé sau la bao gio ha Ish?
Bao gig?”

“Thoi di! Xem kia, tran dau bat dau roi. Thoi dugc, dé lic an t6i. Bi Gopi
nha,” Ish noi.

“Gopi a? Ai tra tién?” t6i bi ngat 10i khi tran dau bat dau.

Bip, bip, bip. Tiéng coi xe cat ngang cudc tro chuyén cia ching t6i. Mot
chiéc xe da chay dén ngoai pho.

“Cai quai gi thé! Tao sé cho thang khon nay mot bai hoc,” Ish néi, nhin ra
ngoai ctta so.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

“Mot thang khon nha giau. Ngay nao cting lvgn quanh nha tao.”

“Tai sao?” toi noi.

“V1i Vidya. N6 tirng hoc thém vdi con bé. Con bé ciing hay kéu ca vé né,”
Ish nai.

Bip, bip, bip, chiéc xe lai chay gan dén ngoi nha.

“Chét tiét, tao khong mudn bé 1& tran nay,” Ish néi khi n6 thay doi An Do
ghi dugc bon diém. Ish cam lay gdy. Chang t6i chay ra khéi nha. Chiéc
Esteem mau bac chay dugc mot vong quanh khu phd, va quay lai lam mot
lwgt coi nita. Ish ditng trwdc xe bao thang kia dirng lai. Chiéc Esteem dirng
tredc Ish. Ish dén cho lai xe, mot thang chip hoi.

“Nay, dén pha tudt ra kia.”

“That a?” thang bé néi va tat may. N6 ra ngoai, lén dau xe.

Ish tom lay gay thang kia va giong mat n6 xuéng nap ca p6. Roi né lay
gay dap thang vao den pha. Kinh v& va bong den tudt ra.

“Anh bi lam sao thé,” thang bé néi, mau mii Oc ra.

“May hoi tao lam sao a? May thich bdm coi lam ha?” Ish néi.
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Ish nam c6 4o nd, cho no sau cai tat lién tuc vao mat. Omi nhat gay 1én
dap kinh chan gi6. Kinh v& ra hang triéu manh. Moi ngudi trén phd xim vao
xem nhu thé chang cé gi vui thi bang mot cudc au da ngoai duong.

Thang bé kia run ray vi dau va sg. N6 sé giai thich sao v4i bd n6 vé chiéc
xe va cai madt no day?

B0 Ish nghe tiéng ndo loan lién ra khéi nha. Ish dang khoa tay thang kia.
Thang bé dang gidy giua dé thd.

“Tha no ra,” bo Ish noi.

Ish ghi n6 chat hon.

“Tao béo tha n6 ra,” bo Ish quat Ién, “c6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Tuan tredc né gay suw vGi Vidya,” Ish néi. N6 thic dau gbi vao mat thang
kia r6i buéng ra. Thang bé khuyu xuéng thd doc. Cua da cudi cung cua Ish da
lam mau mii day ra ca mat no.

“Thé may nghi may dang lam gi?” bo Ish hoi né.

“Cho n6 mot bai hoc,” Ish n6i va 16i chiéc gay giat trén kinh chan gio ra.

“That w, thé bao gio may méi hoc dugce bai hoc ciia may?” bé Ish noi.

Ish quay di.

“Chau vé di,” bé Ish noi v6i thang bé bop coi xe, nd ditng khoanh tay.
Thay chang c6 ai quan tdm dén sw hoi 16i cia minh, né chui vao xe.

B0 Ish quay sang nhin hang x6m. “Ca nam nay n6 & nha. N6 trén quan
ngili va bay gio lai muon day ngwdoi khac mot bai hoc. N6 va dam ban lwoi
nhac su6t ngay quanh quan & nha.”

Ish lwdm bd né réi bude vao nha.

“May dinh di dau day?” b6 Ish ndi.

“Tran dau. Sao nao? B6 muodn chiti con nita a?” Ish nai.

“Khi may ct¢ lang phi ca doi nhu thé, ngay sau thi sao?” bd Ish néi va
nhitng ngwoi hang x6m khé gat dau cam thong.

Chtng t6i 1& mat nam lwgt ném béng cudi. That may, An Do thing va Ish
khong phai that vong lam.
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“Thé cht, thé chi, thé ch&,” Ishaan nhdy 1én. “T6i nay di Gopi tao sé
moi.”

Toi yéu li ngoc nay thé.

Thurc ra, Ishaan khong phai thang ngoc. it nhat cting khng nhw Omi. Chi
la cd hai dita chan ghét hoc hanh, dac biét la mén toan, ma t6i thi hoc t6t
mon nay. Vi vay, t6i lay lam ty hao lam. Nghe c6 vé tw phy, nhung dé la
niém tu hao duy nhat cia t6i. Vi du, t0i r0 rang la dita nghéo nhat trong ca
ba (du mét ngay nao do, toi sé giau nhat), du Ishaan va Omi khong han giau
lam. B0 Ishaan lam viéc & mot tong dai dién thoai, trong nha n6é cé nhiéu
dién thoai, nhung lwong bd no6 ciling béo bot. B6 Omi la thay té trong dén
Swamibhakti, ngdi dén nay thudc vé gia dinh me Omi nhiéu thé hé nay. Va
noi nay ciling khéng tra lwong cao lam. Du vay, thu nhap cua nha tui n6 ciing
kha hon rat nhiéu so v&i me con t6i. Me t6i m& mdét hang nho ban banh
Gujarati, va so tién nho nhoi t6i kiém dwgc tir viéc gia su gitp ching t6i
song qua ngay, chi thé thoi.

“Chuing ta da thang, véi ti s6 3-1,” Omi nhac lai diéu n6 doc dugc trén
man hinh ti vi. Di nhién, dé dién td mot diéu binh thwong nhw vay la qua
nhiéu doi v4i nd. Cé ngudi bdo Omi ngu bam sinh, ngwdi khac lai bao n6 bi
nhw vay sau khi bi mot qua bong cricket bay vao dau nam hoc 16p 6. To6i
khong biét 1y do, nhung t6i biét c6 1€ tot nhat 1a cho n6 lam thay té. N6
khong c6 nhiéu co hdi cho nghé khac, vi né suyt nita trugt 16p 12, sau khi
phai thi mon toan dén hai lan. Nhung n6 khéng muon lam thay t€, nén ké
hoach cua t6i la hay nhat.

Toi an banh khakra. Me t0i lam banh nay ngon hon me Ishaan. Du gi,
ching t6i cling lam banh chuyén nghiép.

“Tao sé vé nha thay do, r6i ching ta sé dén quan Gopi, duwgc khong?” toi
n6i khi Ishaan va Omi dang nhay nhét. Nhay sau chién thiang cia An D6 la
mot nghi 1é ching t6i bat dau tir h6i muwdi mot tudi, 1é ra nam 1én mudi ba
thi nén thoi tro nay. Nhung gig ching t6i da hai m6t, ma van nhay nhw bon
tré con. Pwgc r6i, ching t6i da thang, phai cé ngudi nhdy chit. Néi theo toan
hoc, x4c sudt rat la cao - toi thue sy c6 phai nhay 1én khong?
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Skfek

T6i cudc bo vé nha.

Nhitng con ngd nho cda thanh pho cili dang tat bat véi dam déng nguoi
budi t6i. Nha t6i cach nha Ishaan chi nita cay s6. Moi thit trong doi t6i dién
ra gitta khoang cach nay. To6i di qua cong vien Nana, noi day dong nghet 1i
tré dang choi cricket, vi An D vira thing mot tran ddu. Thud hoc tro, gan
nhwr ngay nao t6i cling choi ¢ day. Gig thinh thoang ching t6i van tdi day,
nhung chuing toi thich cai san bé hoang cia chi nhanh ngan hang gan nha t6i
hon.

MGt qua bong quan vot roi xudng chan t6i. Mot cau bé mudi hai tudi, nhé
nhai mo6 hoi, chay vé phia t6i. T6i nhat qua béng 1én cho né. Cong vién
Nana la noi lan dau t6i gap Ishaan va Omi, cach nay mudi lam nam. Khong
hé c6 mot khoanh khac kich tinh ghi dau phit khéi dau tinh ban cia ching
toi. Co 1é chung t6i ang chirng & trong cong vién chi c6 chung t6i tam sau
tudi, va bat dau choi cung nhau.

Nhu hau hét 14 tré trong khu phd, ching t6i di hoc trwong DO thi
Belrampur, cach cong vién Nana chitng tram mét. DT nhién, t6i chi biét c6
hoc, trong khi Ish va Omi, mo6i khi cé co hdi la ching lai ra cong vién.

Ba chiéc xe dap c6 gianh nhau phan dwong trén con ngd nhdé. T6i phai
bwdc vao nha hang Qazi dé ching di qua. Mui téi va rau mui kho tran khap
can phong nho. Bau bép da chuan bi bita t6i, mot bita tiéc 16n hon thuong
ngdy, vi An D6 thing tran dau. Ishaan va t6i thinh thoang ciing dén day (ma
khong cho Omi biét, di nhién r6i) vi do an & day ré va mén thit ctru ngon
khting khiép. Chu nha hang cam doan véi ching toi la “loai ctru nhé”, am
chi dy la thit dé chit khong phai thit bo. Toi tin dng ta, vi 6ng ta han khong
thé sdng & trong khu nay néu ban thit bo. T6i muén an & day chit khong phai
& Gopi. Nhung ching t6i da hita véi Omi la & Gopi, va do an ¢ day ciling
tuyét chit. O day, thitc dn 1a mot thit dam mé, nhat 1a khi Gujarat 12 bang kho
can. Moi nguoi & day uéng trong khi an.
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bung vay, Ahmedabad la thanh pho cua to6i. That la, nhwng néu ban hanh
phtic ¢ thanh phd nao ddy trong thoi gian dai, thi ban coi do6 la thanh pho
tuyét voi nhat thé gian. T6i cling cdm thay nhu vay déi vdi Ahmedabad. Toi
biét n6 khong phai la thanh pho thoi thwgng nhuv Delhi, Bombay hay
Bangalore. Toi biét moi nguwdi & nhitng thanh phd dy nghi Ahmedabad la
mot thanh pho nhé, du thuc sy né khong hé nho ti nao. Ahmedabad 1a thanh
ph6 16n thit séu & An D6, vdi dan s6 trén nam triéu nguwdi. Nhung t6i do
rang, néu phai nhan manh tdm quan trong cda diéu gi do, thi cai quy mo kia
c6 1€ cting khong phai quan trong hang dau dau. Toi c6 thé cho ban hay rang
Ahmedabad cé cac cao 6c dep hon nha & Delhi, duwong sa dep hon duong &
Bombay hodc cac nha hang t6t hon so v6i & Bangalore - nhung ban sé
khong tin t6i dau. Hay du ban c6 tin, thi ban cha quan tdm quai gi. T6i biét
Belrampur dau phai Bandra, nhung tai sao toi phai di bao bién cai viéc bi
goi la dan tinh 1é nhw thé ay la diéu xau xa vay? Diéu thud vi vé thanh pho
nho nay ay la ngudi ta bao diy méi 1a An Do thyc sy. Toi dodn ngudi ta
cling cong nhan ring, & mic d6 nao d6, thi An Po6 cia nhitng thanh phé 16n
la An Do gia tao. Diing vay ddy, toi la ngudi & thanh phé cii Ambavadi, va
toi ti hao vé n6. Chiing t6i khong c6 nhiéu budi dién thoi trang, va ching toi
van thich phu nit & day mac do6 kin dao. T6i chang thay chuyén doé c6 gi sai
trai ca.

T6i ra khéi quan Qazi va tiép tuc di vé nha, ré & doan pho vao dén nha
Omi. D1 nhién, ching t6i goi d6 la dén nha Omi, vi n6 song & dé, nhung tén
chinh thitc la dén Swamibhakti. Khi t6i di vao ngd bén canh, c6 hai ngudi
dang cai nhau vi chuyén do rac ngay tai mot khu pho dong duc.

Trong khu phé nay, c6 nhitng diéu t6i muén thay d6i. O' nhiéu phuong
dién, né tut hau so véi phan con lai cia Ahmedabad. Vi du, ca thanh pho ci
nay cé thé sach sé hon rat nhiéu. Thanh pho md&i & bén kia song Sabarmati
c6 nhitng toa nha thép va kinh sang long lanh, trong khi thanh phé cii chat
vat v@i chuyén don rac.

Mot diéu khac ma t6i mudn thay do6i. Téi muén cham dit nhitng chuyén
ngoi 1é d6i mach ma ngwdoi ta hay ban tan vé nhau. Nhw cai chuyén Omi bi
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ngoc la do bi qua boéng cricket danh vao dau. Chang c6 can cit gi ca, nhung
moi khu pho & Belrampur déu néi vé chuyén dé. Hay nhw gia thiét rang Ish
bi dudi khéi trwong NDA chit khong phai bé tron. Toi biét chac 1a khong
phai nhu vay. Ish khong thé chiu duwgc sw doc doan, du cho né thuc su thich
quan doi (do6 la lya chon duy nhat ctia n6), khéng thé chiu noéi canh sé c6
ong Thiéu ta nao do ra 1énh cho né sudt hai mwoi nam tdi cia doi né. Nén
n6 chap nhan lay hinh phat, vién may 1y do ca nhan nhw b6 me 6m gi dé réi
tron ngay vé Belrampur.

Va di nhién, diéu ma t6i mudn chdm ddt nhat - gia thiét ky quai nhat rang
t0i da tré nén v cam ké tir ngay bé bo chiing t6i. B6 bo me con tbi cach day
muoi nam, vi ching t6i phat hién 6ng c6 vg hai & bén kia thanh pho. Nhuw toi
con nhg, to6i khong gioi x ly chuyeén tinh cam. To6i yéu toan hoc, toi yéu
logic va nhitng mon hoc khong dinh liu dén cam xtdc. To6i nghi con ngwoi
lang phi qua nhiéu thi gid cho cdm xuc. Vi du tiéu biéu la me t6i. Sy ra di
cta b6 dwgc ti€p noi bang nhiéu thang rong khoc 16c, ¢t c6 c6 bac nao dén
chia sé cam thong la ba lai khoc. Ba mat mot nam nita di xem boi chiém
tinh, xem ngoi sao nao da khién bé bo di, va tinh thé d6 bao gid sé thay doi.
Sau do, mot loat cac ba c6 dén song vGi me, vi ba khéng chiu dwgce canh
song mot minh. Mai cho t&i nam mudi lam tudi, to6i méi hiéu veé thé gidi nay,
nén méi thuyét phuc me m@ mdt hang banh. Di nhién, thuyét phuc chi la
mot phan théi, phan con lai 1a vi lic dy c6 bao nhiéu nit trang ba da ban hét
ca roi.

Ba lam banh rat ngon, nhung ba lai khong c6 khiéu kinh doanh. Nguoi da
cam qua la doanh nhan kém céi. Ba ban chiu réi di mua bang tién mat - ay la
sai lam dau tién cua nguwdi kinh doanh. Tiép theo, ba khong biét ghi so6 sach.
Cac chi tiéu trong nha thwong lan vao chi tiéu kinh doanh, va cé nhiéu thang
ching t6i phai chon mua gao an hay mua tiéu den lam banh papad.

Trong khi do, toi hoc hanh cham chi. Trwong chung toi khong phai treong
Oxford, va chuyén hoc hanh chang may dwgc coi trong, vi gido vién bo 16p
con nhiéu hon ca hoc sinh. Du vay, nam nao t0i cling ditng dau 16p vé mon
toan. Moi ngudoi nghi t6i c6 nang khiéu, dat mot tram diém mon toan & 16p
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X. Véi t6i, chuyén day cha c6 gi to tat. Lan duy nhat, may vu dwa chuyén lai
c6 lgi. Tin tirc vé diém sO cda toi lan khap khu phd, va ching t6i c6 mot
nguon thu nhap mdi - tién gia sw. T6i la gia sw mon todn duy nhat &
Belrampur, va nhitng diém s6 kém vé mon toan thi day ray nhw bénh dich.
Vay la ngoai banh khaman va banh khakra, Iwgng giac va dai so6 tré¢ thanh
nguon thu nhap cho gia dinh Patel. Di nhién, trong mot khu dan cw ngheéo,
ngwoi ta chi tra khong dwge hau lam. Dau vay, moi thang thém dwgc mot
ngan qua la sy kién doi doi véi ching toéi. Tt dung quat, ching téi nang cap
lén may lam mat. Tr ghé thwong, ching t6i chuyén sang x0 pha hang ct.
Cudc song tr@ nén tot hon.

T6i dén nha Omi. Nhip chuéng ngan vang lam gian doan nhitng suy nghi
cda toi. T6i xem dong ho, sdu gio chiéu, gio 1é aarti hang ngay. Twr xa, toi
thay b6 Omi, mat 6ng nham lai khi 6ng doc 16i niém chu. Du t6i 1a ngudi vo
than, t6i van thdy khudn mat 6ng c6 gi doé rat ky diéu - mot cam giac chan
thanh danh cho vi Than ma 6ng dang cau nguyén. Chang trach 6ng la mét
trong nhitng nguwoi dwgc cong dong quy mén nhat. Me Omi ditng sau Ong,
chiéc sari mau hat dé quan trum cda dau ba, tay ba chap lai. Canh ba la Bittoo
Mama<, cau ctia Omi. Ong mic khé va quan khian mau vang nghé. Bip tay
khong 16 ctia 6ng duwong nhu cang to thém khi khoanh lai. Mat ctia 6ng cling
vay, ngap chim trong niém thanh kinh v§i cac vi than Krishna va Radha.

Omi sé gdp rac roi néu dén mudn lé aarti. Du day khong phai lan dau, vi
thoi diém 6 gio chiéu la lic cac tran dau ¢ cong vién Nana budc vao giai
doan then chot.

ek

“Tran dau thé nao?” me hoi khi t6i vé nha. Ba dang ¢ ngoai troi.

Ba vtra chuyén lén 6 t0, xe chd thué, mot mé banh dhokla méi cho mot
tiéc cudi. Cudi cung, me tdi c6 thé giao pho nhitng cong viéc thwong ngay
nhw chuyén hang, dé tdp trung vao tai nang chinh cta ba - 1a lam banh. Ba
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lay ttr 6 t6 cho t6i mot miéng banh. Lam an nhw vay khong hay - an b6t don
hang cua khach.

“Tran dau tuyét voi, xem doan cudi sot hét ca rudt, nhung ching ta da
thang,” t6i noi, di vao nha.

T6i bat den tuyp lén. Trong khu pho chung t6i, ban ngay & trong nha
nguoi ta cling phai bat den.

“Néu mua lé Diwali nay ma dat khach, me sé mua cho con céi ti vi mau,”
me thé thot.

“Khong can dau me,” t6i noi. Toi cdi giay, chuan bi di tdam. “Me dang can
gdp cai may xay 16n ma, cai nhé bi rung lac hét roi.”

“Me sé mua ti vi néu nhw viéc budn ban kham kha hon,” me néi.

“Khong. Néu me kiém duwgc thém tién thi me nén dau tw ti€p vao budn
ban. Me dirng mua nhitng thit vo ich. Con c6 thé xem tran dau trén ti vi mau
0 nha Ishaan ma.”

Ba roi phong. Me biét tranh cai v@i t6i chang ich gi. Vi khong c6 bo, tiéng
ndi cha t6i trong nha lai c6 dnh hwdng dang kinh ngac dén thé. Va toi chi hy
vong rang Ish va Omi ciing sé lang nghe cac dé nghi ctda t6i nhw vay.

Tinh yéu cta t6i doi véi kinh doanh bat dau khi t6i méi lam gia sw. That
ky diéu khi nhin thay tién ctt day 1én. Co tién r6i thi ta khong chi mua dugc
may lam mat va ghé x0 pha, ma con c6 dwgc thit quan trong nhat - sy ton
trong. Nhitng nguwoi ban hang khong con lang tranh chung t6i, ho hang lai
moi chiing t6i dén cac 1é cwdi va chi nha khong con day chiing t6i vao canh
hodng loan. Nhung con dé niém ron rang - to6i dang Ilam ra tién, chit khong
phai kiém dwgc nho 6ng chti nao dé hay la nhan ctaa bé thi. T6i c6 thé quyét
dinh s6 ménh cua minh, sé day bao nhiéu hoc sinh, moéi 16p may gio - dé la
quyét dinh cta toi.

Nguoi Gujarat c6 mot dac diém la yéu kinh doanh. Con ngwoi Ambavadi
yéu kinh doanh hon bét ci gi khac. Gujarat 1a bang duy nhat & An DBd noi
nguoi ta c6 xu hwdng tén trong ban hon néu ban lam chi mot viéc kinh
doanh thay vi la nguoi di phuc vu. Nhitng bang con lai, nguoi ta mo wéc
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cong viéc nhe nhang c6é thu nhdp déu din, va cudc séng 6n dinh. O
Ahmedabad, phuc vu la danh cho ké yéu du6i. Bé la nguyén do t6i mo giac
mo 16n nhat doi minh - ngay nao ddy sé thanh mot doanh nhan 1én. Kho
khan duy nhat cua toi la thiéu von. Nhung t6i sé dan gay dung dwoc von, va
sé bién gidc mo thanh sy that. Chac chan, Ish han khéng thé bién gidc mo
ctia n6 thanh sy that, 1a dwgc vao doi tuyén cricket An D@, ma néi thing,
gidc mo do that lang nhach. Lot vao nhém mudi mot cau tha hang dau & mot
quoc gia mot ti dan ding la mét gidc mo bat kha thi, du Ish 1a cau tha hang
nhat & Belrampur, thi né ciing dau phai Tendulkar. Gidc mo cua t6i thue tién
hon, nén toi sé bat dau that cham, r6i phat trién doanh nghiép cta minh. Tw
doanh thu vai ngan, 1én dén hang tram ngan, dén hang tram triéu, dén hang
ti.

Toi ra khéi phong tam va mdc quan ao.

“Con mu6n an gi khong?” me & trong bép, trich lai cdi cau ba hay noéi
nhat.

“Khong, con vdi Ish va Omi sé di Gopi.”

“Gopi a? Tai sao? Me ciing 1am nhitng mén ddy ma. O Gopi c6 mén gi
ma ¢ nha me khong lam cho con dugc?”

Me dirng lam toang lén thé, t6i nhitng mudn néi.

“Ish dai. Va con muon ban chuyén kinh doanh véi chiing né.”

“Vay la con khéng thi lai vao treong ky thudt niva a,” me ra khéi bép. Ba
gio hai ban tay dinh bot, “Con c6 thé nghi mot nam dé on thi. Nghi gia su
mot thoi gian, gio ching ta c6 tién r6i.”

Me t6i cam thay toi 16i vi du thit. Mot trong s6 dé la chuyén t6i khong thi
do vao mot treong tot. Lam gia sw va d& dan cong viéc cho me nghia la t6i it
thi gi¢ dé hoc 6n thi. T6i khong do vao IIT hay bat ky triwong hang dau nao
khac. T6i chi d6 mot tredng vung sau, mai tan Kutch, nhung n6 chang dang
dé toi tir bo khoan thu nhap gia sw, bé ca ban bé, cd cricket & cong vién
Nana va me. Chang phai vi t6i khong muon di dau, chi la t6i thady dé khong
phai 1a mét sy danh doi thoa dang. T6i c6 thé hoc mot khéa chuyén vé toan
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ngay & day, tai Dai hoc Ambavad, ti€p tuc lam gia s va suy tinh viéc kinh
doanh. Trwong Kutch tham chi cling khong dam bao s€ c6 viéc lam.

“Con khong muon tré thanh ky s me a. Con chi muén lam an thoi. Hon
nita, con da hoc hai nam dai hoc r6i. Mot nam nita la con tot nghiép.”

“Pung vy, nhung tét nghiép nganh toan thi con tim viéc ¢ dau?”

Qua ding vay. Xét tir quan diém kinh té, khoa hoc chuyén vé toan chang
ich 1gi gi ca.

“Khong sao dau me. Con can mdt cai bang va con c6 thé lay bang ma
khong can phai hoc nhiéu,” t6i néi. “Con la mét doanh nhan me a. Con
khong thé thay doi diéu dé dugc.”

Me vuot ma toi. Nhitng mau bot dinh lai trén mat toi.

“Sao cling dwgc. Gi thi gi con van la con trai me.”

Ba om t6i. Toi ghét nhw vay. T6i ghét biéu hién cam xtc hon ca chinh ban
than cam xuc.

“Con di day.”

kek

“Miéng banh thit muwdi cia may roi day,” Ish bdo Omi.

“Chin chtt. Ai quan tam? Pang an buffet ma. Pwa tao lg bo cai?”

“May thit do an dé khong t6t cho may dau,” t6i bao.

“Hai tram cai chong day,” Omi néi. “Muwoi vong quanh cong vién Nana.
Mot gio tai phong tap Bittoo Mama. Ngay nao cling tap nhu vay thi néc gi
cha duoc.”

Khéch nao cting nhv Omi thi nha hang 14y dau ra 1ai. Chang cach nao
quan Gopi kiém 10i duwgce tir no.

“Aamras va ras malai. Cam on,” Omi néi v6i nguoi phuc vu. Ish va toi
gat dau goi cung moén do.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vay sao nao? Tao dang nghe day,” Ish néi, khi né xtic thia aamras cu6i
cung.

“An xong da. Ching ta s& n6i chuyén ldc udng tra,” tdi n6i. Khi da day no
roi thi nguoi ta it tranh cai hon.

“Tao khong tra tién tra dau. Tao chi dai an théi,” Ishaan cy nu.

“Tao sé tra tién nuwdc,” toi noi.

“Binh tinh di. Tao dua thoi ma. Ngai Ké toan khong biét dua sao. Phai
khong Omi?”

Omi bat cuoi.

“Sao cling dwgc. H6m nay may phai nghe. Ma dirng goi tao la Ngai Ké
toan nitta.”

Toi goi tra trong khi ngwoi phuc vu thu don dia.

“Tao néi nghiém tic day, Ish. May tinh lam gi day? Ching ta con tré con
dau,” toi nai.

“That bat hanh,” Ish néi va thd dai. “Pugc réi. Tao sé ndop don xin viéc,
c6 1& tredc hét nén hoc mot khéa mdy tinh & NIIT=, Hay la tao di lam béo
hiém nhi? Bon may nghi sao?”

T6i nhin mat Ish. N6 c6 mim cwoi, nhung t6i chi thidy noi dau. Nha vo
dich danh béng cia Belrampur sé trd thanh nhan vién ban bao hiém. Li tré
Belrampur da quen vo tay tan thuwéng né ¢ cong vién Nana. Nhung ltc nay,
khi twong lai tr6c mat la ngd cut, thi n6 lai mudén ddm bdo cudc séng cua
nguoi khac.

Omi nhin t6i, hy vong t0i sé dwa ra mot lya chon tuyét voi nhu twr ti qua
cta ong gia Noel. T6i phat ngan vi lam bao mau cho chiing.

“Tao mudén mé& mdt doanh nghiép,” t6i bat dau.

“Thoi thoi nhé,” Ish néi. “Tao khéng lam dwgc dau. Lan trude la lam gi
nhi? Buon trai cay a? Kinh qua! Tao khong ngo6i can dwa suét ngay dugc. Va
cai d& hoi gi sau d6 nhi, Omi?”
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“Phu kién 6 t6. N6 bao kiém dwgc 6i tién,” Omi néi khi dang xi xup mén
trang miéng.

“Gi co? Ngoi boc ghé xe ca ngay. Khong, cam on. Con viéc khac nira -
moi gidi chitng khoan. La cai gi ay nhi?” Ish nhin vai.

“Thé may muon lam khi gi ha? Cau canh moi nguwdi mua bao hiém. Hay
ban thé tin dung & géc duong nao? Ish a, may la thang bo hoc trong quan
sw,” t0i ndi va dirng lai dé thd. “Con may nam 16p 12 phai thi lai ddy, nhitng
hai 1an. May c6 thé thanh thay t&, Omi, nhung con bon tao thi sao?”

“Tao khong muon lam thay té,” Omi néi 10 pho.

“Vay sao may phan doi tao, ngay ca trwdc khi tao bat dau? Lan nay tao co
thir lam bon may quan tam.”

“Gi day?” Ish néi.

“Cricket,” toi noi.

“Gl co?” ca hai dira dong thanh.

“A ddy, that may chiing may lai chd y. Tao néi duoc chwa?”

“Téat nhién,” Ish phét tay.

“Chung ta sé m@ mot civa hang cricket,” toi noi.

T6i c6 y vao nha vé sinh.

“Nhung lam thé nao?” Omi hoi khi tdi quay lai. “Ctra hang cricket la thé
nao?”

“Thyc ra 1a mot civa hang thé thao. Nhung vi cricket 1a tro pho thong nhat
0 Belrampur, chung ta sé tap trung vao do.”

Ish yéen lang nghia la n6 dang nghe toi noi.

“Po6 sé la mot ctra hang ban nhé 1é. Tién coc thué ctra hang la mét van de,
nén tao can Omi giup.”

“Tao a?” Omi noi.

“Pung, ching ta sé m@ mot cita hang ngay trong khudn vién dén Swami.
Canh hang hoa va hang ban d6 1é puja. Tao thdy c6 mot gian hang trong &
ddy. N6 thudc phan dat cua khu dén.”
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“M0t ctra hang cricket trong khuon vién dén a?” Ish héi.

“Dgi da. Omi, may nghi c6 thé thu xép dwgc khong? Khong cé thi ké
hoach chét trong tritng nuwéc.”

“Y may la hang banh ngot Kuber vira déng ctta ha? Ban quan ly dén sé
cho thué sém théi. Va thuong thi ho cho thué dé lam nhitng viéc lién quan
dén hoat dong cua dén,” Omi noi.

“Tao biét. Nhuwng may phdi thuyét phuc b6 may. Du gi 6ng ay cling diéu
hanh ban quan ly dén.”

“Pung vay, nhung Mama la ngwoi cham lo cac cira hang. Chung ta co tra
tién thué khong?”

“Co chit,” toi thé dai. “Nhung khong trd ngay. Ching ta can tra cham hai
thang. Chiing ta khong thé tra tién dat coc.”

“Tao phai nho va me,” Omi néi. T6t lam, dau 6c n6 con hoat dong.

“Tao hoi lai cai, ctra hang cricket trong khuon vién dén a? Ai sé mua?
M4y ba gia bdy mwoi vao dén hanh 1é sé mua gdy danh bong a?” Ish ché
giéu.

Boi ban da don hét cac ly tra va dwa héa don. Theo nghi thitc & Gopi,
chuing toi phai ra khoi quan trong hai phut nita.

“Héi hay lam. Ctta hang cricket & bén canh dén thi nghe c6 vé la. Nhung
nghi ma xem - & Belrampur c6 ctta hang thé thao nao khong?”

“Khong han. Pén mua qua bong da ciing khong cé. Ellis Bridge la noi gan
nhat,” Ish noi.

“Thay chwa, d6 l1a 1y do thit nhat. Thit nhi, ngdi dén la mot noi danh cho
gia dinh. Bon tré 1a ngudi thady buon chan nhat khi & trong dén. Vay ching
sé la ca ¢ dau?”

“Pung ddy,” Omi néi. “Nén ngoai chua mdi c6 rat nhiéu nguwdoi ban bong
bay.”

“Va vai tro cua Ish la ¢ d6. Moi nguwdi biét may la mét cau tha giéi. Va
may co thé bay meo chaoi bong cho nhitng dita tré mua do ché ching ta. Dan
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dan, danh tiéng cua ching ta sé tang 1én.”

“Nhung con bon tré theo dao Thién Chuia va dao H6i? Ching sé khong
dén, phai khong?” Ish hoi.

“Luc dau thi khong, nhung ctta hang & ngoai dén ma. Khi tin tic lan di,
ching sé dén. Chung con lvya chon nao khac?”

“Chung ta ldy dau ra hang ma ban?” Ish héi.

“Co6 mot nha cung cap thiét bi thé thao & Vastrapur, ho sé cho ching ta ng
mot thang. Néu chuing ta c6 dia diém, thi cé thé buon ban ma khong can tién
mat.”

“Nhung néu viéc lam an khong tot thi sao?” Ish hoi nghi ngai.

“Tinh hu6éng xau nhat, ching ta sé ban 10, va tao sé dung tién tiét kiém gia
st dé ganh khoan 16. Nhung no sé thanh cong. Néu may toan tam toan y thi
sé thanh cong.”

Ca hai dita van yén lang.

“Nay. Tao can bon may trong vu nay. Tao thuc sy muon diéu hanh mot
viéc kinh doanh. Tao khong thé lam ma khong c6 doi tac. Pay la civa hang
cricket,” toi du do Ish.

“Tao tham gia,” Omi mim cwdi. “Néu tham gia tao sé khéng phai lam
thay t€, va tao dugc lam viéc & nha. Nén tao tham gia.”

“Tao sé khong lo chuyén tién bac dau. Tao sé tap trung vao cricket,” Ish
noi.

T6i mim cwoi. Puang roi, n6é dang xuoi.

“Di nhién. May nghi tao sé dé may x ly tién nong sao? Vay, chung ta la
doi tac nhé?” toi gio tay ra.

Omi chap tay véi toi, va Ish cling theo vao.

“Chung ta s€ goi ctra hang la gi nhi?” Omi n6i khi ngo6i trong o0 t6.

“Héi Ish xem,” t6i n6i. Néu Ish dat tén, né sé cam thay gan két vdi dy an
nay hon.

“Ctra hang Poi Cricket An D9 thi sao?” Ish goi y.
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“Tén hay lam,” t6i n6i va nhin Ish mim cwdi lan dau tién trong budi toi.
“Moi nguodi hai rupi nam muwoi xu,” toi néi khi xe dirng lai gan khu pho
nha toi ¢ Belrampur.

“Pay Ngai K& toan,” Ish noi va dwa phan tién cta no.
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HAI

Cira hang Poi Cricket An D6 khai trwong bing man dap v& mot qua dira
vao budi sang ngay 29 thang Tw nam 2000. Tét ca nguwdi than trong gia dinh
déu dén du. Me t6i va gia dinh Omi vui ming ra mat, trong khi b me Ish
thi chang néi gi. Ho van hinh dung Ish la mot quan nhan, chit khong phai la
ga ban hang & Belrampur.

“Mong than Laxmi ban phuéc cho cac con, nhitng cau bé cham chi,” me
Omi néi trede khi ra ve.

Khong lau sau, chi con lai chiing t6i trong cita hang rong ba mét, dai sau
mét.

“Chuyén cai ban vao, ctta khong sap xuong dau,” Ish gao lén v6i Omi.
Tran Omi va mo6 hoi khi n6 nang tiép cai mat ban to uynh lén day lui dwgc
dam centimét.

T6i buwdce ra khai ctra hang, va di sang bén kia duwong dén lan thit muoi dé
nhin tdm bang hiéu. N6 rong mét tdm, cao sau chuc phan. Ching t6i cho son
mau xanh 14 - mau 4o cta doi An D§. O giita bang hiéu 1a dong chit “Cira
hang Pé6i Cricket An P¢” theo mau quoc ky An D§. Tay hoa si ngudi
Shahpur da phan khich vé mién phi khuén mat Tendulkar va Ganguly. Mat
Ganguly nheo tit, con méi Tendulkar thi swng véu nhw bi ong doét, nhwng
nhw vay chi thém phan quyén rii ma thoi.

“Pep thé chit,” Omi ndi khi né cung t6i nhin tdm bién.

Khach hang dau tién dén lic muwoi hai gio trva. Mot cau bé chwa day
mudi tudi 1én vén dén trwde cira hang, khi me n6 dang mua hoa cho 1€ puja.
Ca ba chuing t6i xodn xuyt ca lén.
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“Tao c6 nén hoi n6 mudn gi khong nhi?” Omi thi tham vao tai toi.

To6i lac dau. Thic ép nghia la minh dang tuyét vong.

Thang bé nhin nhitng qua bong quan vot, va tang 1én san may qua. Mac
du & Belrampur khong ai choi quan vgt, nhung bon tré con dung loai bong
nay dé choi cricket.

“Qua bong bao nhiéu tién?” Thang bé quay sang loai bong san xuat trong
nwdc. RO rang day la mot khach hang nhay cam véi gia ca. N6 tang nam qua
béng khac nhau trén nén nha.

“Tam dong. Em mudén mua khong?” t6i ndi.

N6 gat dau.

“Em c0 tién khong?”

“Me em c6,” no6 noi.

“Me em dau?”

“Kia kia,” n6 chi vé huéng ctra hang khac trong dén. To6i cam nhitng qua
béng ma né da tang, roi dat vao gio.

Me no6 chay vao ctra hang chung toi.

“May day roi Sonu, thang ngoc nay,” ba ta kéo tay, 16i n6 ra ngoai.

“Me o01i, béong.” N6 chi néi duwgce thé vé vu mua ban tiém nang.

“Pirng lo, chiing ta sé ban duwgc,” t6i bao cac doi tac ctia minh.

Chung t6i cting ban duwgc mén hang dau tién khong lau sau. Cé hai anh
em madc do hiéu di vao cira hang.

“Qua béng quan vt gia bao nhiéu?” mot diva noi.

“Bong Arrow tam dong, con bong noi & kia sau dong thoi,” Ish noi.

Chting dén cho bong noi. Chung lai bat dau gid tro tang bong trong khi
con tim toi gao khoc.

“Cac em choi cricket ¢ dau?” Ish hoi chung.

“Satellite,” thang 16n noi.

Satellite 1a khu nha giau phia bén kia song Sabarmati.
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“Cac em dang lam gi & thanh phd cii nay?” Ish héi.

“Chung em vao dén. Hom nay la sinh nhat anh Harsh,” thang em néi.

T6i nhan ra ching téi danh vao ding mé vang. Noi nay la ng6i dén co, va
né thu hit nhiéu nguwdi ¢ thanh phd md@i. Va hom nay con la ngay sinh nhat,
ngay tui tién dugc nhét day.

“Em muon xem gay khong?” t6i ditng ¢ quay hai lai.

Ching lac dau.

Ish quay sang ra hiéu cho toi yén lang.

“Chuc mirng sinh nhat Harsh. Em choi phong ngy hay tan cong?” Ish hoi.

Harsh ngudc nhin Ishaan. Mot ngwdi 16n héi mot thang bé mwdi mot tudi
xem né choi tan cong hay phong nguw qua ding la vinh dy 16n. Nghia la n6
da du tudi dé choi chuyén biét, du n6 con chwa nghi dén diéu do.

“O, em thich danh béng hon,” Harsh noi.

“Phong ngu hay tan cong?” Ish héi nhw thé né dang phéng van Tendulkar
trén kenh ESPN.

“Gl1 co a?” Harsh noéi.

“Em muo6n danh béng chit?” Ish hoi.

Prta tré nao khong thich danh béng day? Harsh gat dau.

“Cho anh xem thé ditng ctia em nao,” Ish n6i. N6 quay sang béo t6i dwa
gdy. Toi budc dén dong gay go liéu. T6i dd mua ching trirc tiép tir mot nha
cung cap nguoi Kashmir & Law Garden. Toi chon cai gay kich c¢& phu hop
cho thang bé. C& sb sau, gia hai tram dong. Khong phdi hang dat nhat, di
nhién, nhung la thit ma chung t6i hy vong sé ban dugc ¢ day.

Harsh vao tw thé & mot cho trong trudc cita hang. Nhw moi dia tré, nd
don hoan toan trong lwgng 1én cay gay trong khi ding. Ish bwdc dén, nhe
nhang stta lwng Harsh cho thang. N6 nang co tay thang bé 1én, va bao thang
bé chia déu trong lwgng 1én hai chan.

“Va bay gio, moi khi tdn cong, em phdi dung chan trwdc dé budc 1én,
nhung cling ding quén chan sau. Pay la chan try, la céi neo. C& dé y
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Tendulkar, anh ta gitt mot chan dung yen.”

Harsh, van dang trong tam trang kinh sg, vut may gay vao khong khi.

“Day bi kip cho ca em nita v4i?” thang em van nai.

“Anh trede, Chinu,” Harsh noi.

Ish quay sang Chinu. “Em chai gi, Chinu?”

“Gi cling choi duwgce,” Chinu noi ngay.

“Tuyét lam. Cho anh xem em cam béng nao.”

Cudi cung bd me chiing cling tim thdy ctra hang ching t6i. Pa dén lic vao
den.

“Me o1, con muén qua bong,” Chinu ndéi.

“Gia bao nhiéu?” me né haéi.

“Sau rupi,” Ish nai.

Ba ta dwa to hai muoi rupi va bao lay hai qua.

“Con mudn cai gay, me 0i,” Harsh noi.

“Con da c6 mot cai roi ma.”

“Nhung céi nay hgp véi thé ditng cia con hon. Bi ma me.” Harsh vao tw
thé. N6 da tién b qua bai hoc, nhung me no 1o di.

“Cai nay bao nhiéu?” ba ta hoi.

“Hai tram rupi,” t0i noi.

“Pat qua. Khong duwgc dau Harsh, chiing ta sé khong mua gay.”

“Qua sinh nhat cta con, di ma me.” Harsh nai ni.

“U, nhung day 1a do hang hai, sao phai mua do6 & mot ctta hang trong den.
Thanh pho cii nay khéng cé hang chat lwgng dau. Ching ta sé dén chg
Navrangpura.”

“Chat lrvgng tuyét lam, thwa c6. Chung t6i nhap hang tir cac nha cung cap
0 Kashmir. Ctt tin 10i t6i di,” Ish noi.

Ba c6 nhin chung t6i day nghi hoac.
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“T0i la doi truong doi bong lién trwong trong vung nay, thwa co. Chinh ca
nhan toi cling da chon loai gy nay,” Ish néi day chan thanh nhuw b6 ctia Omi
lic cau nguyén.

“Pi ma me,” Harsh ndi, va kéo vat ao sari ctia ba. Ca kéo dé cham vao vi
ba ta, ba m@ vi va rut hai t0 mot tram rupi.

Xong. Chung t6i da chét xong thuwong vu trong ngay. Cay gay ching toi
nhdp mot tram sau mwoi dong, nén lgi nhuan la bon mwoi, toi reo 1én trong
dau.

“Tam biét nha vo dich.” Ish vay tay chao Harsh.

“Hom nao sinh nhat em em ciing sé dén ctra hang anh,” Chinu ndi.

“May tuyét qua, Ish,” toi néi va dap tay vdi moi nguoi.

“Thang nh6c hoc nhanh 1am. Néu né tap luyén, n6 sé la cau tha gioi day.
Di nhién, khi nao n6 1én 16p muwdi me nd sé nhéi cho n6é hoc. Tw thé duy
nhat ctia n6 sé la ngdi vao ban vdi nhitng cudn sach,” Ish néi.

“Pirng nan thé ch,” t6i n6i. “Chung ta kiém dwgc bén muoi dong ban
gdy, va bon dong ban hai qua béng. Chiing ta 16i bon mwoi bon dong, thwa
cac vi.”

Chuing t6i ban dwgc may cai keo, va thém hai qua béng nira trong hai gio
tiép theo. Tong lgi nhuan ctia ngay d6 la nam muoi dong. Chung t6i chuyén
nhitng cai gy va gio bong vao trong, réi dong cira hang liic 7 gio t6i, sau lé
puja. Dé an mirng ngay khai truwong, ching t6i chon quan chana-bhatura.
Vi moi dia bon dong, t6i cé thé hach toan sé d6 vao chi phi kinh doanh.

“Tao c6 dugc mang chut tién vé nha khéng? Tao thwe sy mudn dwa khoan
thu nhap dau tién cho me,” Omi vira no6i, vira tong nita qua &t cing miéng
banh bhatura néng hoi vao miéng.

“Hugm da nao, day khong phdi lgi nhudn thyc. Pay la phan chi phi.
Chung ta phai tra tién thué gian hang trwdc, réi ching ta sé thiy.” Toi dat
chiéc dia 1én quay, “Chic mirng, chiing ta dang kinh doanh.”

BA THANG SAU
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“Tam ngan ba, bon va nam tram,” t6i néi khi 1ay hét tién trong hom thu
ngan. “Day la lgi nhuan trong ba thang dau tién, sau khi tra tién thué cira
hang. Khong t6i, khéng toi chit nao ca.”

N6i t6i vui mirng van con la nhe. Ctra hang chiing t6i dda mé& vao mat thoi
diém phu hgp. Ky nghi hé da bat dau, va An Do da thing Nam Phi trong giai
don nhat. Bon tré, day thoi gian nhan réi va long yéu nwdc, hom nao c6 tién
tiéu vat 1a chiing déu kéo dén Cira hang Poi Cricket An Dg.

Mot s6 du khong cé tién nhung van dén, chi dé gap Ish va nghe vai bi kip
choi cricket. Toi khong thdy phién, vi chiing gitip chiing t6i giét thi gio.
biéu chan ngat khi mé& civa hang 1a sw té nhat. Ching t6i m@ ctra hang tuw
chin gio sang dén bdy gio dém, nén du c6 hai chuc khach hang moi ngay, thi
moi tiéng cling chi c6 hai khach.

“Chung ta chia phan duwgc chwa?” Omi phéan khich néi.

To6i chia so tién ra lam tw. Ba phan dau, moi phan mot ngan nam tram
rupi, la so tién moi dita c6 thé mang vé nha. Phan con lai, b6n ngan, dugc
gilt dé tiép tuc dau tw vao kinh doanh.

“Gitr lai 1a sao? chung ta gitt lai lam gi?” Ish héi, du Omi vui vé dém tién.

“Ish, ching ta can tich liiy phong khi mudén doi méi ctra hang. May khong
muon c6 ban kinh tét hon sao? Hay c6 béng dén sang hon sao?”

Ish lac dau.

“Chac chan la c6 ro6i. Va... Tao c6 ké hoach mé rong,” t6i noi.

“Gi co?”

“Cé mot khu mua sam dang xay dung ¢ Navrangpura. Néu dat cho sém,
ching ta c6 thé duwgc thué mot gian hang véi gia wu dai.”

“Thué a? Nhuwng ching ta da c6 mot cira hang r6i,” Ish noéi, vira boi roi
vlra tic gian.

Toi biét tai sao Ish cau nhau. N6 muén mua mot cai ti vi cho cra hang.
Nghe tran dau trén s6ng phat thanh trong lic & ctta hang that chang thich tha
gi ca.
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“Khong dau Ish, mét cira hang ding nghia. Gidi tré thich mua dé trong
mot khu mua sam sanh diéu. D6 la twong lai. Ctra hang cua ching ta dang
kinh doanh t6t, nhung ching ta khéng thé phat trién trtr phi chiing ta chuyén
sang thanh pho mai.”

“Tao thich & day,” Omi noi. “Pay la khu vuc ctia chung ta. Cai chung ta
ban ra sé duwgc bon tré trong cong vién Nana dung dén.”

“Tao khéng mudn cai tam ly thién can nay. Tao sé m@ mot ctta hang trong
khu mua sam, dén nam sau sé c6 mot ctta hang nita. Néu khong phat trién
kinh doanh, chung ta sé dinh tré.”

“Mot ctra hang nita sao? Gi co? Chung ta sé khong lam chung nita a?”
Omi noi.

“Govind né6i vé van ddy. Chung ta chi méi bat dau ma n6 da mo thanh
Ambani roi. ching ta khong thé mua ti vi sao?” Ish néi, “Shah Electronics sé
cho chiing ta mua trd gép néu chung ta tra treéc bén ngan.”

“Khong doi nao. Chung ta sé gitt bon ngan dé kinh doanh.”

“Q, thé chiéc ti vi khong 1a tai san kinh doanh a?” Ish néi.

“Co, nhung no la tai san chét. N6 khong sinh 1ai. Ching ta con phai lam
nhiéu viéc. Ba ngan dong mot thang cha la gi hét. Va Ish khéng muén tao
ban sach v@ va but chi ¢ day.”

“Tao da bdo day la ctta hang thé thao. Tao khéng mudn bon tré nghi vé
chuyén hoc hanh khi ching dén day.”

Ish va t6i da tranh cai chuyén nay tir triede. To6i thay co hoi kiém tién dé
dang, nhuwng c moi lan nhw vay la Ish phan doi.

“Pugc roi, théa thuan thé nay nhé,” Ish néi. “Tao dong y ban sach va,
nhung khong ban sach giao khoa, chi co6 vé thoi. Nhung chung ta sé mua
mot cai ti vi. Tao phédi xem cac tran dau. Tao khong quan tam, cit 1dy mot
ngan rudi cua tao di.”

N6 ném phan tién cia n6 vao toi.

Omi cling quang phan cua né sang. Nhw moi lan, to6i phai dau hang truéc
1ii r0 nay.
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“Puwgc roi, nhung ching ta can tang doanh thu. Muc tiéu trong quy tiép
theo la hai mwoi ngan déng.”

Chting 10 t6i di vi con mai ban nén mua ti vi ctia hdng nao. T6i lac dau va
vach ra chién lwgc tang doanh thu.

“May sé md& 16p day choi bong chi?” toi hoi Ish.

“Sao?”

“Bon tré thich cac 10i khuyén cua may. Tai sao khong m¢& 16p day cricket
va thu phi?”

“Tao a? Tao khong gioi dén thé. Ma day & dau co? Trong dén nay a?”

“Khong, chung ta s€ day ¢ trong cai san bé hoang ctia SBI®.”

“Tai sao? Chung ta kiém chwa da a?” Omi néi.

“Con lau méi kiém di. Tao mudn thu vé nam muoi ngan moi quy. Omi,
may c6 thé day thé lwc cho bon tré.”

“Vay la bon tao lam thém viéc. Con may lam gi?” Ish noi.

“Tao sé di gia sw mon toan.”

“O day a?”

“Pung, doi khi ¢ day, hodc ¢ san SBI trong khi may day cricket.”

Omi va Ish nhin t6i nhw thé t6i la con ca map do6i nhat trén doi nay.

“Thoi nao. Tao dam bao ching ta sé c6 m6t vu lam an 6n thoa.”

“Puwgc thoi. Chi ban hang khong thi cling buén qua, Ish a,” Omi néi. N6
phan khich dwgc day bon tré chong day.

“U, it nhat thi tao cling dwgc danh béng ngoai san,” Ish néi.

T6i cling ném vao mét ngan rudi ctia minh, va ching t6i mua mot chiéc ti
vi ngay trong hom do6. Ching t6i mé thwong trwc cac kénh thé thao. Omi
mua tham va gbi dém roi trdi ching trudc ti vi. Vao nhitng ngay c6 tran dau,
chuing t6i sé ngoi dé cho téi khi c6 khach hang. T6i phai thira nhan, céi ti vi
lam ngay troi qua nhanh hon.
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To6i thay d6i bang hiéu ctta hang. Dwé6i dong chiv “Cira hang Péi Cricket
An D§,” con co thém dong “Dung cu hoc tdp, Day Cricket va Day toan.” Co
thé t6i chwa da dang vé mat dia ban, nhung t6i da da dang san pham chao
ban.
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Ngoai cricket, cau 16ng ciing la mot mon thé thao pho bién & Belrampur.
Thyc ra, bon con gai chi choi cau long. P6 la mot mang kinh doanh cho
nguon thu tuyét voi. Nhitng qua cau phai thay, vgt can cang lai, va vgt cau
16ng thi khéng bén nhw gay cricket.

Dung cu hoc tap tr@ thanh mot mang hang thu 1gi cao ¢ nhitng tuan sau
d6. Chi c6 s6 it bon tré choi thé thao, nhung dita tré nao cling can sach vé,
bt may va but chi, va cac bac cha me thi chang bao gio tir chdi nhitng moén
nay. Nhiéu lan, dita nao mua mot qua bong cling sé mua mot cudn vd, hodc
nguoc lai. Ching t6i cung (tng mot gidi phap toan dién. Chang bao 1au, cac
nha cung cadp ty dén véi chung t6i. Ho ban chiu va cho phép tra hang - vé 6
li, 1o keo dén, ban d6 An P9, nuéc déng chai va cip 1ong. Chi sau khi ban
md& ctra hang thi ban m@&i nhan ra bé rong chiéu sau cia nganh cong nghiép
phuc vu hoc sinh & An Db.

Chung t6i van duy tri day cricket va gia st & nguyén mic gia - 250 rupi
moi thang. Khach hang hoc toan thi dé kiém hon, vi nhu cau cao hon va nho
ca danh tiéng cua toi nita. T6i day & san toa nha SBI vao cac budi sang. Ish
dung cho san nay dé day hai dita hoc sinh da dang ky hoc cricket.

DPay la hai cau tha gidi nhat treong Do thi Belrampur, va ching da phai
ddu tranh v6i bd me ching dé dugc hoc mot khoa ba thang.

Di nhién, ching t6i van danh hau hét thoi gian & ctra hang.

“Chuing ta c6 nén ban buu thiép khong nhi?” t6i ban khoan khi m& mot
g6i hang mau ctia mot nha cung cap. Vd&i gia ban 1é la ba rupi, gia nhap vao
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la hai rupi, cac loai thiép sé cho 1ai cao. Tuy nhién, nguoi Belrampur khong
tang thiép cho nhau.

“Nhu thé nay la cam béng dé phat kiéu inswing, thé nay la outswing. Ma
nay, day la qua bong thit ba trong hai tuan day. Cé chuyén gi thé Tapan?” Ish
héi mot khach hang thwong xuyén. Cau bé Tapan mudi ba tudi, 1a mot trong
nhitng tay ném béng gioi nhat & do tudi cau trong treong Do thi Belrampur.
Ish cam chat qua bong cricket va chi cho né cit dong co tay.

“La tai thang Ali &c mdng day. Cit dén lwgt n6 danh la lai mat bong. Sao
n6 lai dén treong em chit?” Tapan cau nhau khi lau qua béng vao quan sodc.

“Ali a? Hoc sinh méi a? Chua thdy cau ta dén day,” Ish n6i. Nhitng dia
choi gidi déu dén ctra hang nay va Ish biét chiing.

“Pung, 1a dta danh bong. Vira mdi vao trwong. Anh nén dén xem né
choi. N6 sé khong dén day dau, ding khong?” Tapan noi.

Ish gat dau. Ching t6i c6 vai khach hang Ho6i gido. Hau hét chiing nho
nhitng cau bé Hindu mua giup.

“Em muon dang ky hoc cricket khong. Ish sé day em, anh dy choi & cap
quan day,” t6i khong cudng lai nbi viéc chao mai dich vu.

“Me em khong cho dau. Me bado em chi cé thé hoc gia s cAc m6n hoc
thoi. Khong thé thao gi hét,” Tapan noi.

“Khong sao, chiic em choi vui vé,” Ish noi, xoa dau thang bé.

“Chting may thdy ddy. D6 1a 1y do An P06 khong thing cac tran ddu,” Ish
ndi sau khi Tapan da ra ve.

Dung vay, Ish c6 mot 1y thuyét 16 bich nay, ring An D6 phai thing moi
tran dau. “A, chiing ta khong phai thing hét dau. Néu khong thi trd choi con
g1 hay nira,” toi noi va dong hop thu ngan lai.

“Nwdc ta c6 mot ti dan. Chung ta phdi thang hét chit,” Ish khang khang.

“So6 liéu thong ké da cho thay khong thé nao.”

“Tai sa0? Nudc Uc c6 hai muoi triéu ngudi. Vay ma ho thing hau hét cac
tran dau. Dan s6 ching ta gdp nam muoi lan ho, nén tai nang cling gdp nam
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muoi 1an. Hon nita, cricket 1a mén thé thao duy nhat cia An D9, trong khi
Uc c6 béng bau duc, béng da va nhiéu thit. Nén chéng 1y nao chiing ta lai bi
ho danh bai. Vé s6 liéu ma néi, ban tdi a, Uc chi nén 1a con s6 1é ma théi.”

“Thé thi sao?” t6i noi.

“A, may thay thing bé kia ddy. B6 me né chi hang ngan dong dé cho bon
tré hoc may mon vo bo nhw lvgng gidc va giai tich, ma ca doi ching khong
bao gio dung dén. Nhung néu la dé hoc thé thao, thi lai bji xem la phung phi
tién bac.”

“Pirng lo, ching ta day ca mdy mén do6. Civa hang chiing ta cung cdp ca
hai ma.”

“Tao khong noi chuyén lam an, Govind. Thyc sy may chi nghi dén tién
théi a?”

“Tién cling tot...”

“Bon tré nay, Govind a. Ci¢ nhin ching ma xem, mwdi ba tudi, cam gay
v6i niém tw hao. Hodc cach ching mu6n hoc ném boéng t6t hon. Triwdc moi
tran ddu & cong vién Nana, trong méit ching anh lén ngon li¥a. Khi An o
thang, ching nhdy mua. Ching la nhitng nguwdi duy nhat ma tao nhin thay
niém khat khao. Tao muén duwgc ¢ bén ching.”

“Sao cling dugc,” tdi nhin vai.

“Di nhién, hai nam nita chung sé 1én 16p muoi. Nhitng cay gay sé dugc
thay bang cudn sach vat ly. Va tia sang trong mat ching sé tat di. Chang bao
1au nita, ching sé tr¢ thanh nhitng ngwdi 16n phién mudn.”

“Khong ding nhw vay, Ish a. Moi ngwoi can c6 dam mé. Tao ciling ¢6.”

“Vay tai sao hau hét nguoi trudng thanh déu gat gong thé? Tai sao ho
khong mim cuwdi thwong xuyén hon, va phan khich nhw nhitng dia tré &
cong vién Nana kia?”

“May c6 thoi gat gong va gitp tao don ctra hang di khong?”

Sk sk
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“Puoc r6i, dugce roi, chung ta sé c6 mot bita tiéc say swa,” tdi bat cuoi.
Omi va Ish moi dita mot bén 6m t6i that chat, cho t&i khi t6i mui long.

“Con trai Omi cua ta dau?” Bittoo Mama dén ctta hang vao gio déng cira,
va dén 6m chau trai minh. Ong ta cAm mot hop banh ngot boc trong vai
nhung.

“Cau da ¢ dau thé, Mama?” Omi n6i. Ké tir khi ctta hang khai trwong, ong
chwa bao gio dén tham ching toi.

“Cau da di khap Gujarat, v4i Parekh-ji. That 1a mot trdi nghiém tuyét voi!
Nay, an banh besan ladoo di. Banh méi cia hang Baroda day,” Bittoo Mama
noi.

Toi da goi nuwdc Frooti. Ish kéo ghé ra va ching t6i ngo6i bén ngoai. Toi
lay mot chiéc banh.

“Cai gi thé nay, Omi? Chau di giay a?” Mat Bittoo Mama ké phan kohl.
Ong ta bdi mot vét son dé gifta tran.

“Mama?” Omi ré len.

T6i nhin xuéng chan minh. T6i di d6i dép Reebok hang nhai. Ish van
mang doi giay cili ciia no.

“Ctra hang cua chau & trong mot ngoi dén, vay ma chau lai di giay sao?
Con cua mot thay té Brahmin day sao?”

“Tho6i nao Mama, cho nay & ngoai dén ma. Khong ai ban hang lai...”

“Nhitng nguwoi ban hang khac chi la dam con buon vo dung thoi, chau
muodn giong nhu ho sao? Chau c6 hanh 1€ puja moi sang trudc khi mé cira
hang khong?”

“Co, thva Mama,” Omi néi déi khong ngan ngai.

“Cac chau ciling thé ch,” Mama n6i, &m chi Ish va t6i. “Cac chau la
nguoi Hindu. Cac chau mé cita hang & noi thuan khiét nhw vay. it nhét thi
cling thao giay ra, va thap den lén.”

“Ching chau dén day lam viéc chit ¢6 phai dén hanh 1é dau,” t6i néi. Gio
day, hang thang toi tra tién thué day da dé duogc vao ctra hang nay. Khong ai
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duwgc bao t6i phai diéu hanh ctra hang ra sao.

Mama trong ngac nhién. “Chau ten gi?”

“Govind.”

“Govind gi?”

“Govind Patel.”

“Hindu hay khong?”

“Chau la nguai theo thuyét bat kha tri,” t6i néi, burc boi vi té6i muén dong
ctra hang va veé nha.

“Bat...?”

“Cau ay khong dam chac trén doi nay co6 thanh than gi khong,” Ish giai
thich.

“Khong tin vao Thugng dé a? Chau giao du véi thé loai ban be gi thé ha
Omi?” Mama that kinh.

“Khong, nhu vay la nguwdi vo than han,” téi néi ro hon. “Con bat kha tri
nghia la thanh than c6 thé co, cé thé khong. Chau khong biét.”

“Bon tré nay,” Bittoo noéi, “that xau ho. Ta dén day dé moi cac chau, vay
ma nhin cac chau xem.”

Omi nhin t6i. T6i quay mat di.

“Pirng lo cho Govind, Mama. Cau ay chi bai roi thoi.”

T6i khong thich moi nguwdi coi quan diém tén gido cua t6i la sy boi roi.
Tai sao t6i phai hay khéng phai tin vao diéu gi do?

Ish moi Bittoo Mama udng Frooti. N6 lam 6ng ta diu di d6i chuit.

“Con chau?” Mama hoi Ish.

“Hindu, thwva Mama. Chau c6 cau nguyén cac th,” Ish néi. Bung vay, né
chi cau nguyén khi tran dau con sau lwgt bong.

Mama hép mot ngum 16n r6i nhin Omi va Ish. Trong tam tri 6ng ta, t6i
khong hé ton tai.

“Mama moi ching chau céi gi thé?” Omi ndi.
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Ong 14t tdm vai nhung d6 1én 14y ra chiéc dinh ba bing dong, dai chin
muoi phan. Nhitng 1wdi sac nhon séang 1én dwdi anh dén tuyp ctra hang.

“Pep qua. Mama lay & dau thé?” Omi thac mac.

“Mo6t mén qua cta Parekh-ji. Ong dy bao & ta 6ng thdy twong lai cta
dang. Ta da lam viéc miét mai ngay dém. Chiing ta dén tham cac quan trong
Gujarat. Ong 4y néi, ‘Néu ching ta c6 nhidu ngwdi nhv Bittoo, ngudi dan sé
lai tw hdo vé dao Hindu.” Ong 4y giao cho ta trach nhiém tuyén mo thanh
nién ¢ Ahmedabad.”

Ish va t6i nhin Omi tim 10i giai thich.

“Parekh-ji 1a 1anh dao cap cao cia dang Hindu. Va 6ng 4y ditng dau ban
quan ly ng6i dén 16n nhat ¢ Baroda,” Omi néi. “Gi co, 6ng dy quen ca Tha
hién bang sao, Mama?”

“Parekh-ji khong chi quen Thu hién bang, ma con n6i chuyén véi ong ay
hai lan moi ngay,” Bittoo Mama néi. “Va ta da ké véi Parekh-ji vé chau,
Omi a. Ta thdy & chau tiém ndng truyén dat niém ty hao Hindu cho thé hé
tré.”

“Nhung Mama 0i, chau lam viéc toan thoi gian r6i.”

“Ta c6 bao chau tir bé tat ca dau. Nhung hay ganh 1dy nhitng trach nhiém
cao ca hon. Ching ta khong chi 1a nhitng thay té n6i nhitng 10i da hoc thudc
long trong cac budi 1&. Ching ta phai dam bao ring thé hé twong lai ctia An
D0 hiéu dung vé dao Hindu. Ta mu6n mai chau dv dai tiéc & nha Parekh-ji.
Chau cting dén di, Ish. Thit Hai t6i, & Gandhinagar.”

Di nhién, ké bang b6 nhuw t6i khong dugce maoi.

“Cam on Mama. That tuyét qua, nhung chau khong biét c6 thé di duoc
khong,” Ish noi.

Sao nguoi ta lai biét cach té ra lich sy dén thé duwgc nhi.

“Tai sao? DPirng lo, bita tiéc khéng chi danh riéng cho thay té thoi dau. Co
nhiéu ngudi tré, nhitng nguwdi thudce tang 16p lao dong ciing dén du.”

“Chau khong thich chinh tri,” Ish néi.
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“Ha? bay khong phai chinh tri, con trai a. Pay la mot cach song.”

“Chau sé dén,” Omi noi.

“Chéau ciing dén di, Ish. ching ta can stc tré.”

Ish van de dat.

“O, chau nghi Parekh-ji 1a ngudi gia ca, bao thu, sé budc cac chau doc
kinh sach sao. Chau c6 biét Parekh-ji hoc treong nao khong? Cambridge
day, va sau d6 1a Harvard. Ong ay c6 doanh nghiép kinh doanh khach san
16n & My, 6ng dy ban di roi quay vé ddy. Ong ay néi tiéng cta chau. O, va
ong ay twng choi cricket ddy, cho doi Pai hoc Cambridge.”

“Chau sé dén néu Govind dén,” thang ngdc Ish noi.

Mama nhin t6i. Trong mat 6ng, t6i la ly do tai sao van hoa Hindu gan day
bi x6i mon.

“A, ldc dau ta dinh dén moi ca ba dita. N6 vira méi néi 1a khong tin vao
Thuong dé.”

“Chau khong néi thé,” t6i bao. O, thdi quén di, t6i nghi.

“Vay thi c* dén.” Mama ditng l1én. “Ca ba dita. Ta sé cho Omi dia chi.
bay la toa nha 16n nhat & Gandhinagar.”

ek

Nguoi ta o goi t6i la Ngai Ké Toan; tham lam, bun xin, da cac tinh xau.
Nhung thue ra 1a, toi da td chirc, trd hét cac chi phi cho mot bita tiéc bu kha
dé khich lé doi tac kinh doanh. Kiém dwgc regu & Ahmedabad that chang
dé, noi gi dén nhitng chai bia to cong kénh. Mot trong cac dau moi cua toi -
Romy Bhai - da dong y cung cap mot két bia circ manh, véi gia mot ngan
dong.

Lic 7 gio toi, vao ngay tiéc, Romi Bhai dé bia - boc trong vai rach - &
cong san SBI. Toi dén cong va dwa cho Romi Bhai to bdo ngdy hom dy. O
trang ba cua bao, t6i da kep mwoi t& mot tram rupi. Anh ta gat dau va ra ve.
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T6i kéo cdi boc vai vao trong, bé may chai bia vao ba x6 dung da ma t6i
da cét san trong bép. T6i 1ay khui nap tir td bép, céi ti nay ching to6i dé da
cac thi, tir mi Maggi dén cic tdi dung banh dé dap né khi An Po thing mot
tran dau.

Ngudi khac c6 thé xem chi nhanh SBI bo hoang la noi ky quai dé t6 chic
tiéc tung. Day tirng la nha riéng ctia mot 6ng gia. Chu nha khong thé tra tién
vay, nén ngan hang da tich bién can nha. Sau do, ngan hang mé& mot chi
nhanh ¢ trong tuw gia nay. Gia dinh ctia 6ng chua nha da nop don kién sau khi
ong ta chét. Cudc tranh cai van chwra nga ngii, gia dinh kia ciing khién toa an
ra phan quyét ngan hang khong thé st dung tai san nay dé kiém 10i. Trong
khi d6, SBI nhan ra rang con ngd nhé & Belrampur nay la noi kinh khing,
khong phu hgp dé dat chi nhanh. Ho bo tréng noi nay va giao chia khéa cho
toa an. Quan chitc cia toa dwa chia khéa cho b6 Omi gilt, mot nguwoi dang
tin ¢ trong vung. Lam vay dé phong khi cac quan chirc can xem lai ngbi nha
ma toa an lai da hét gio lam viéc. D1 nhién, chwa hé cé ai dén, va Omi dugc
phép 1ay chia khoa.

Ngbi nha rong nam tram mét vuong, qua la khong 16 theo tiéu chuan
Belrampur. Ctta triréc dan thang vao phong khéach, con bay gio la khu vurc
dich vu khach hang cta ngan hang da bi bo hoang. Ba phong ngu & tang mot
la van phong ctia giam doc chi nhanh, phong di liéu va phong thay do. Van
phong giam doc chi nhanh c6 mot kho an toan khong 16, cao mot mét tam.
Chtng t6i bo do cricket trong cai kho bé khong nay.

Phan 16n thoi gian ching t6i choi ¢ san sau ngdi nha. Ngay xwa, day la
bai cé cia mot gia dinh giau c6. Khi bi bién thanh mot phan ctia chi nhanh
ngan hang, do la bai do xe dung khong hét cong suat, va gio day la san tap
cua chung toi.

T6i ddo cac chai bia trong thung da dé ching lanh déu nhau.

Ish buéc vao ngan hang.

“Muon thé,” t6i néi. “8 gid 30 r6i.”

“U, tao phai xem diém tin cricket. O, bia manh a,” Ish né6i khi n6 cam mot
chai lén.
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Ching t6i da ngoi 1én ghé x6 pha trong phong dgi ctia khach hang duéi
tang mot. Toi ngoi dua vao x6 pha. Ish di vao bép tim chiit banh bhujia.

“Omi c6 day khong?” Ish néi khi né boc goi banh.

“Khong, tao la thang ngu duy nhat. Tao nhan hang, don dep cho nay va
chd cac ong chua dén.”

“Poi tac, doi tac chi,” Ish stra 10i. “Chung ta c6 nén mé& mot chai khong?”

“Khong, doi da.”

Omi dén mwoi phit sau. N6 xin 16i vi bo n6 giit lai dé don dep khu dén.
Omi cau xin tha thi¢ treéc khi udng bia.

“Chtc mung!” tat ca ching téi néi roi hép mot ngum 16n. Pay la loai bia
dang, chi ngon hon phenyl mot chuit.

“Cai gi thé nay? C6 duing la bia khong?” Ish hdéi.

Chung t6i ding lai mot lic. Rwgu gid ding la van nan thuc sy &
Ahmedabad.

“Khong, khong ai lam bia gia ca. N6 chi manh hon thoi,” t6i noi.

Néu ban an cung vdi bhujia thi loai bia nay ciing khong té lam. Qua that,
mui vi kha hon dang ké sau khi ung mot nita chai. Va tdm trang moi nguoi
cling kha léen.

“Tao mudn xem thang bé Ali nay. Ba khach hang da nhac dén n6 roi,” Ish

7.

noi.

“Thang bé Hoi gido dy a?” Omi noi.

“Thoi céi giong cia Mama di khong?” Ish cau co. “Thé thi lién quan gi?
Bon chiing bao né can thoi diém rat tuyét.”

“N6 choi & dau?” t6i thac mac, miéng day banh bhujia.

“Trong trwong chiing ta. Bon tré n6i ndé danh bong thwong ghi sau diém.”

“Thtr dén xem. C6 vé nhu treong da co6 nguoi xing dang ké nhiém may,”
toi noi.

Ish chuyén sang yén lang. P6 la mot chu dé nhay cam va néu khong phai
do bia thi han t6i da khong néi nhu vay.
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“Ké nhiém Ish khong phai dé dau,” Omi néi. “Cé nhé mot tram diém khi
ddu véi treong Do thi Mahip, trong sau muoi ba lwgt bong chit? Khong ai
quén dwoc lwot danh bong d6.” Omi ditng 1én va vo lwng Ish, nhw thé tran
dau nam muoi tudi maGi vira két thic vai phut trede.

“Ciling khong ai quén dugc hai con vit trong trong ky thi tuyén cau thu
cua bang,” Ish noi va lai yén lang.

“Thoi quén di, lic dé6 may mat phong d6 théi,” Omi ndi.

“Nhung toan nhitng tran cai va quan trong ch khong a? Thoi noi chuyén
khac duogc chwa?”

Omi ciing thoi va toi hén hé thay doi cha dé. “Tao nghi toi nay ching ta
nén cam on nha tai trg - Ctra hang Poi Cricket An P6. Trong bay thang hoat
dong, 1gi nhuan cuaa chung ta la 42.600 rupi. Trong do, chung ta da chia
18.000 cho cac doi tac va 22.000 dé dat tién cho ctra hang & Navrangpura.
Va phan con lai 2.600 la cho hoat dong giai tri nhw dém nay. Nén cdm on
cac co dong va doi tac than mén, hay an mirng sang chai thit hai.”

T6i 1ay trong thung da ra cho moi dita mét chai thit hai.

“Mot sach,” Ish ditng lén, ndi li nhi. “Cong viéc va lgi nhuan nay, tat ca la
nho Mot sach Govind Patel. CAm on may. Vi nhd may ma thang sinh vién
bd hoc nay c6 mét twong lai. Va ca thang ngoc nay nita, néu khong né da
phai rung chudéng trong dén sudt doi. Cho tao 6m cai nao, Mot sach.”

N6 budc dén 6m toi. Chac la do bia, nhung cling kha that 1ong.

“May gitp tao mot viéc dugc khong?” Ish noi.

“Gi thé?”

“Co6 ngwoi can gia s mon toan,” Ish néi.

“Khong, tao kin lich r6i, Ish. By hoc sinh da...” t6i néi dén do thi Ish cat
10i.

“La Vidya.”

“Em gai may a?”
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“N6 da hoc xong 16p mudi hai. N6 dang danh mot nam dé 6n thi vao
treong y.”

“Lam bac si thi can gi toan.”

“Khong, nhung ky thi dau vao lai can. Va con bé hoc kém moén nay lam.
May la dira gidi nhat, tao con tin ai dwgc day?”

“Néu 1a em gai may, thi tao...” toi hit mot hoi. “O, Vidya vao trudng y a?
Con bé 16n vay sao?”

“Gan muoi tam roi, thang éch.”

“Tao lai day dita nhé hon kia, tir 16p nam dén 16p tam. Khéa hoc ctia con
bé can kién thitc cao hon. Lau r6i tao khong dung dén.”

“Nhung cad doi may hoc mon do réi ma. C& thit xem, con bé can dén bat
cU trg giup nao c6 dugc.”

MGt lic t6i chang noi gi, dang c6 nhd xem minh biét gi vé Vidya, cha biét
gi nhiéu.

“May dang nghi gi thé. O, tao biét, Ngai K& toan. Dirng lo, tao sé tra cho
may,” Ish noi va h6p mot ngum 16n.

“Im di. Pdy la vi em gai may. Pugc roi, tao sé lam. Bao gio thi bat dau?”

“May c6 thé bat dau tr thit Hai... khong, tht Hai la bita tiéc & Parekh-ji.
Khi that, Omi, chiing ta dén do6 lam ctt gi thé?”

“Lam nhitng diéu khién Mama vui long.”

T6i mong dugc chuyén ctva hang dén Navrangpura qua.

“Nguoi ta bao Parekh-ji la nguoi tuyét voi,” Omi noi. “Va tao luon theo
bon may. Lan nay hay vi tao ma dén di.”

“Thé thi thit Ba nhé,” t6i néi vdi Ish. “Vay con bé sé dén ngan hang chi?”

“B0 tao khong cho n6 ra khoi nha mét minh dau. May dén nha tao di.”

“Gl co?” toi néi. Co 1é toi nén chap nhan mot khoan phi. “Puwgc roi. Tao
sé doi lich vai 16p. Bay gio toi thi sao?”

“Han roi, gio may co thé tra 10i mot cau hoi toan duwgc khéng, Ngai Ké
toan,” Ish néi.
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“Gi day?”

“May da goi mot két bia mwdi chai. Chiing ta moi dita uéng ba chai. Vay
chai tht mwoi dau?” Ish ditng day lac lv.

Toi cling dung len. “Cau hoi khong phai chai th muoi dau, ma no la cta
ai.” Toi lao dén thung da. Ish cling thoc tay vao. Nuwdc lanh vay 1én san nha
khi chiing t6i gianh 1ay chai bia. Sau chirng mwoi gidy tranh chap, né buéng
ra.

“May ctt 1ay di. Néu khong c6 may thi tao biét lam gi day?”
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BON

Chtng t6i dén tw gia cta Parekh-ji, tam tam gio t6i. Hai nguwdi bao vé cé
vii trang trwdc ctra cho chung téi vao sau khi da hoi tén. L6i vao nha c6 bic
tranh bot rat cong phu, cing hang chuc cai dén va hoa tuoi.

“O kia, cudc hop mit méi tuyét 1am sao,” Bittoo Mama dén chiing tdi tai
ctra. “An t6i di da trwde khi budi néi chuyén bat dau.” Tir cai dia lam 18
aarti, ong ay cham lén tran mdi dita ching t6i mot vét son. Ong bao sau bita
an toi Parekh-ji sé c6 bai phat biéu.

Chung t6i dén cho ban an tap thé. Mot bita tiéc kiéu Gujarat, gom tat tat
cac loai banh chay ma loai nguwdi biét dén. Khong cé rwgu, nhung co da loai
nuwdc trai cdy ma nguoi ta co thé twdng twong ra. Tai cac bita tiéc nhu thé
nay, ban sé lay lam tiéc vi minh chi c¢6 mo6i mot cai da day. T6i lay mot
miéng banh pizza Jain va nhin quanh gian phong khach rong 16n. Cé chting
nam muoi khach mdc do mau trang hodc mau vang nghé. Parekh-ji mac
quan dhoti mau nghé va ao trang, mot kiéu phoi mau hoan hao khi ¢ dam
dong. Ish trong that lac 16ng vdi chiéc 4o phong den, c6 chit Metallica va
hinh dau lau xwong chéo. Ngoai chiing t6i ra thi moi ngudi ¢ day déu toc
hoa ram hoac khong téc. Trong nhw thé mat bita tiéc cwdi ma chi cé thay té
dwgc moi. Hau hét ho déu mang dé nghé phu kién, nguwdi thi cam dinh ba,
nguwoi mang trang hat, lai c6 nguwdi cam cudn kinh.

Ish va t6i nhin nhau theo cai kiéu chiing-ta-dang-lam-gi-g-day.

Omi dén bén mot nhom gom hai ngwdi do trang, dau hoi, mét ngwdi mac
ao mau nghé, téc hoa ram, mot nguwdi dau hoi, 4o mau nghé. N6 cham chan
ho va moi nguwdi cau phic cho né. Cit xét dén viéc Omi da thuwong xuyén
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gip nhitng nguwdi nay, thi né 1a nguoi c6 ti 16 dwge ban phudc cao nhat An
bo.

“D6 an co6 tuyét khéng?” Omi quay lai. D6 an & Gujarat bao gio cling
ngon. Nhung nguoi ta van c hoi cau dé mai. Ish dwa mén dimsum chay™
cho Omi.

“Nhitng ngwoi nay la ai?” t6i 1o dénh hai.

“Kha la don gidn,” Omi n6i. “Nhitng ngudi mac do mau nghé la thay té
hodc chitc sac ton gido trong thanh pho. Con mac do trang la ngwoi cia dang
phai chinh tri. Tai sao may khong an dimsum?”

“Tao khong thich d6 an Tau,” Ish néi. “Thé Parekh-ji 1a ai?”

“A, 6ng dy 1a nguoi din duong,” Omi néi. “Ong dy noéi nhw vay cho
khiém t6n. Con thuc ra, 6ng dy ditng dau ban quan 1y mot ngdi dén 16n. Ong
ay con rat quen biét cac chinh tri gia.”

“Vay ong ta la giong lai, m6t thay tu kiém chinh tri gia,” t6i suy luan.

“May to6 ra ton trong hon dwgc khong? Va cai ao phong nay la sao ha
Ish?”

Moi ngudi yén ling khi Parekh-ji dén giita phong. Ong ta mang theo céi
gbi nhung mau do, trong kha thoai mai. Ong ra hiéu cho moi ngudi ngdi
xu6ng thdm. Nhuw mot dan c4, nhitng nguwdi mac do mau nghé tach khéi
nhitng ngwoi 4o trang, ngoi thanh hai khu viee ngay ngan.

“Chuing ta ngoi cho quai nao day?” Ish néi khi quay sang nhin t6i. T6i
mac chiéc do phong mau xanh va khong tim dwgc chdé nao cho hgp. Bittoo
Mama niu khuyu tay Omi va bdo ching téi vao ngo6i cung nhém ao vang
nghé. Chuing t6i ng6i do, trong nhw nhitng nhan vat chinh trong truyén chu
vit xdu xi v@i thi trang phuc léch lac nay. Bittoo Mama mang dén cho chiing
toi ba tdim khan mau vang nghé.

“Gi day? Tao khong...” t6i phan d6i Omi.

“Suyt... c? quang di,” Omi ndi va chi cho t6i cach quang quanh cé.

Parekh-ji ng6i trén chiéc gbi than ky diéu ctia 6ng ta. Gian phong lang
ngat. Ish bé khép ngoén tay. Omi cau cé nhin n6. Moi ngwdi nham mat, trie
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toi. T6i nhin quanh trong khi moi ngwdi tung kinh bang tiéng Sanskrit. Mot
phtt sau ho tung xong, va Parekh-ji bat dau bai dién thuyét.

“Xin chao dén nhitng ngwdi md dao, chao mirng dén vdi ngdi nha khiém
nhwong cua toi. Toi dac biét chao don nhém nguwdi phia bén phai day, ho dén
tir dén Sindhipur. Ho méi tré vé sau dot lam cong ich & Ayodhya trong vong
hon mot thang. Chung ta hdy nghiéng minh cui chao ho va mong dugc ban
phudc lanh.”

Moi nguwdi ctui dau chao nhém sau nguwdi mac dé vang nghé, tay cam dinh
ba.

Parekh-ji tiép tuc, “HOm nay cling c6 mot nhom nguwoi tré tudi. Chuing ta
rat can ho. Cam on Bittoo Mama, nguwoi da mang ho dén. Bittoo dang can
man lam viéc cho dang. Ong ay s& hd tro (*ng ct? vién Hasmukh-ji & cudc
bau c¥ nam sau.”

Moi ngudi nhin ching t6i, gat dau mim cwdi. Ching t6i gat dau dap lai.

“H&i cac tin do, dao Hindu day ching ta biét chiu dgng. Va ching ta da
chiu dyng rat nhiéu. Nén chu dé thdo ludn hém nay la ‘Chiu dwng bao nhiéu
la da? Ngwoi Hindu nén chiu néi dau dén mic nao?’”

Moi nguoi gat dau. Pau goi toi dau dén té dai do ngoi khoanh chan. Toi
ban khoan khong biét c6 nén 1ap titc cham dit chiu dung con dau bang cach
duoi chan ra.

“Kinh sach day bao ching ta khong dwoc lam ton thwong nguwoi khac,”
Parekh-ji n6i. “Sach day ching ta chap nhan moi niém tin, du cho nhitng
niém tin dé6 khong chap nhan ching ta. Sach day chung ta kién nhan. Hang
ngan nam trwdc, cac bac thong thai da nghi dén nhirng gia tri tuyét voi do,
nhitng gia tri van con phu hgp véi ngay nay. Va hém nay, cac quy vi, nhitng
con nguoi vi dai sé truyén ba nhitng gia tri nay cho xa hdi,” Parekh-ji ndi,
chi vé phia nhitng thay té. Cac thay té gat dau.

“Cung ldc ay, cac kinh sach cling day chiing ta rang khéng nén chiu dung
s bat cong. Kinh Gita kéu goi Arjun tranh dau véi cudc chién dirc hanh.
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Nén dén mot thoi diém nao do, chiing ta budc phdi phan khang. Thoi diém
do 1a bao gio, ay mdi la diéu phai suy nghi.”

Nhitng céi gat dau s6i ndi lam nhon nhao cd ddm dong. Du t6i thiy ca
cudc tu tdp nay va cai goi do tham kia c6 phan thai qua, qua that ly 1€ cua
Parekh-ji van khong c6 1dy mot chit so ho.

“Luac nay day, toi lai thdy sy bat cong. Nguoi ta yéu cau nhitng nguoi
Hindu phai thoa hiép, phai chap nhéan, phéi chiu dung. Nhitng nguwdi Hindu
dé nghi dung lai mot ngoi dén. Khong phéi ng6i dén ngau nhién nao dé, ma
la ngdi dén noi sinh ra nhitng vi than dugce sung kinh nhat. Vay ma ho khéng
chiu nhudng ching ta. Ching ta ndi ching ta sé kinh can ma nhanh chéng di
chuyén nha thd Héi gido. Nhung khong, diéu d6 dugc xem la khong hop ly.
Chtng ta da co dwa ra bang chitng, nhung viéc dé bi dan ap. Pay cé phai
cong bang khong? Chiing ta c6 nén tiép tuc chiu dung khong? T6i chi la mot
ong gia, toi khong co cau tra 10i.”

Ish thi tham vao tai toi, “La chinh tri ddy may a. Chi don thuan la chinh

3

tri.

Parekh-ji tiép tuc: “T6i tham chi khéng muo6n ban dén viéc dat nwéc nay
thudc veé ai. B&i vi nhitng nguwdi Hindu nghéo kho da quen véi chuyén bi
nguwoi khac cai tri - 700 nam chiu dwdi ach nguwoi Héi gido, 250 nam duwéi
cai tri cua nwdc Anh. Gio ching ta da doc lap, nhuvng nguwoi Hindu khong
bao vé dugc chinh minh. Nhung diéu lam t6i buon la ching ta khong duwgc
do6i x binh dang. Bon ho ty coi minh la thé tuc, thé ma ho wu tién cho nguoi
Hoi gido sao? Chung ta ddu tranh doi doi xt binh dang, thé ma lai bi goi la
nhom ton gido doi 1ap sao? Nhitng ké khing bo tho bao nhat 1a nguwdi Héi
giao, nhung chiung bao ching ta la ton giao bao thu. Tré Hindu di ngu véi
cai bung déi nhiéu hon tré Hoi gido, nhung ching lai bdo nguwdi Ho6i gido bi
cha dap.”

Parekh-ji dirng lai dé uong nuwéc. “Nguoi ta bao toi, Parekh-ji, tai sao 6ng
quen biét nhiéu chinh tri gia thé? T6i noi, to6i la nguwdi phung sy dang T6i
cao. T6i khong muon dinh vao chinh tri. Nhung la mot ngwdi Hindu mudn
sy cong bang, tdi can tham gia vao viéc diéu hanh dat nwéc nay. Va con
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cach nao khac day ngoai viéc tham gia chinh tri? Vi thé, t6i day mot niva la
nguoi cua ton gido, mot ntra la ngwdi cda chinh tri - san sang phuc vu quy
vi.”

Khan gid danh mét trang phdo tay ngan, c6 cd Omi. Ish va t6i an no qua,
khong phan ¢ng duoc gi.

“Nhung con day hy vong. Cac vi biét hy vong tir ddu ma ra - Gujarat.
Bang ching ta day la ctia cadc doanh nhan. Han quy vi sé cho rang doanh
nhan c6 hang tram diéu khong t6t dep, nhung cac vi khong thé choi dugc
rang doanh nhan c6 cai nhin thwe té. Ho biét két hgp nhitng phan don 1é, va
ho hiéu thé giéi nay van hanh ra sao. Ching ta khong chiu dwgc théi dao
dic gia va si bat cong. Do 1a ly do ching ta khong bau cho nhitng déng thé
tuc gia hieu. Chung ta khong phai la phe ton giao bao thu, ching ta trung
thuire. Va néu chiing ta phan @ng, ay la bai chung ta da chiu dyng ndi dau tw
rat lau r6i.”

Khan gia vo tay lién hoi. T6i 1gi dung lic nay dé 1én ra khu vuon truede
nha Parekh-ji va ngbi trén chiéc du cham tré tinh xao. O trong nha, Parekh-ji
dién thuyét chitng muwaoi phit nita, to6i khong nghe thdy gi. T6i nguwdc nhin
nhitng vi sao trén troi va nghi vé ngudi dan 6ng ngoi trén goi nhung. That la,
t6i nhw bi hit vao dong thoi bi ddy ra xa khoi 6ng ta. Ong vira c6 strc 16i
cuon lai c6 vé dién ro.

Sau bai dién thuyét la mdy bai khan nguyén, tiép theo d6 la hai bai kinh
bhajan ctia cac thay té tir Bhuj. Ish buéc ra. “May & day a?”

“Chung ta vé dugc chwra?” t6i hoi.

kek

T6i dén nha Ishaan lic bay gio t6i thit Ba. Em ngoi tredc ban hoc. Phong
cia em mang vé nit tinh dién hinh - sach trén mic binh thuong, dé thuong
trén mic binh thuong, va hong hong trén mitc binh thwong. Nhitng con tha
nhoi bong, nhitng tdm ap phich véi cac dong chit rdt mau me kiéu nhw “Ta la
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sép” treo trén twong. Toi ngoi vao ghé. Po6i mat nau ctia em danh hét tap
trung dé nhin t6i. T6i khong thé nao khong nhan ra rang khuén mat tré tho
kia dang & giai doan bién doi thanh khuén mat mot phu nit xinh dep.

“Vay em gioi loai toan nao?”

“Cha loai nao ca,” em noi.

“Pai s6?”

“Khong.”

“Lwogng giac thi sao?”

“Cling thé.”

“Con giai tich?”

Em nhiu 16ng may nhu thé t6i vira nhac t6i phim kinh di.

“That sao?” t6i ndi, lo lang trwdc sy thd o dén vay doi véi mon hoc yéu
thich cta toi.

“Thuc ra, em khong thich mon toan.”

“Hirm,” t0i noi, co to6 vé la mot thay gido sau sac. “Em khong thich toan
hay em khong hiéu vai thi nén em chwa thich? Toan hoc cling thd vi day
chi.”

“Thu vi dy a?” em noi vé ghé tom.

«(y.»

Em ngo6i thang 1én va lac dau. “Dé em no6i ré nhé. Em ghét cay ghét dang
mon todn. VGi em, né chiém mot vi tri ngay trén kia, cung v6i may con gian
va thach sung day. Em thay kinh tém, buén non, va mét méi v4i mon toan.
Néu cho chon bi dién giat va mot ky thi toan, em sé chon dién giat. Em nghe
noéi & Rajasthan ngwoi ta phai di bo hai dam méi 1ay dwgc nwéc. Em tha di
bd nhw vay con hon la gidi cac bai toan. Toan hoc la thit t6i té nhat ma loai
nguwoi phat minh ra. Ho dang nghi gi chit? Ngon ngit dé qua, nén hay tao ra
nhitng ky hiéu sén gai 6c roi bién héa chiing dé ma doa dam hang thé hé tré
em. Ai quan tdm sin khac véi cos cht? Ai them quan tdm tong hai lap
phuong trién khai thé nao?”
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“Eo, phan tng kinh nhi,” t6i néi, miéng van ha héc.

“Con tha vi a? Néu toan hoc ma thu vi thi nho rang cling thu vi lam.
Nhiém vi rit cling tha vi ddy. Tiém vac xin bénh dai cling tha vi day.”

“Anh nghi do em tiép can mon toan sai cach thoi.”

“O ho ho, dirng c6 noéi thé. Em khéng chi tiép can thdi dau. Em da song,
da thoéa hiép, da danh vat véi né. Mot moi quan hé khé khan trong nhiéu
nam qua, gitta em v4i mon toan. Sudt tir 16p mot dén 16p mudi hai, sao nd
khong bién di. Nguoi ta thi gap 4c mong vi nhitng con quai thi. Con em gap
ac mong vi nhitng bai kiém tra toan dot xuat. Em biét anh duwgc mot tram
diém mon todn, va anh yéu né. Nhung nhé nhé, trén phan 16n thé gidi nay
toan hoc chi c6 mét y nghia duy nhat déi véi hoc sinh thoi.”

Em dirng lai dé thd. T6i bi th6i thic mudn ditng 1én ma chay trén. Lam
sao tbi co thé thudn héa mét con thi hoang nhu thé nay?

“La gi?”

“N0i hét ca da ga. Xem em noi roi day nay,” em néi, kéo tay do kameez
l1én. T6i nghi nhitng chdm nhé mau hoéng trén da em la do con bung phat
cam xuc hon la vi mon toan.

To6i cling chu y téi canh tay manh mai cia em. N6 trang dén mic c6 thé
nhin thay ba dwong ven chay chéo qua nhau.

Ban tay em c6 nhitng duwong chi tay that sau, duong sinh dao dai khac
thwong. Ngén tay em dai, thon nho. Em son mau trang bac 6ng anh chi &
dau mong tay. Sao phu nit lai nghi ra tro nay nhi?

“Sao thé?” em noi khi to6i nhin canh tay em lau qua.

T6i m@ ngay sach ra.

“Khong sao. Viéc cta anh la day toan cho em, chit khong phai la dé em
thich m6n nay. Anh nghe néi em mu6n thanh bac si.”

“Em muon vao dai hoc & Mumbai.”

“Sao co?”
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“Em muon di khoi Ahmedabad. Nhung b me em khong cho dau. Trw
phi, tat nhién, la em di hoc & noi cé uy tin, nhu tredng y hodc ky thuat. Ky
thudt c6 mon todn, ma toan nghia la buén nén, nén em loai ngay. Y khoa la
mot Iwa chon khac va la 16i thoat cho em. Nhung ngudi ta bat thi dau vao
va...

T6i nhan ra bén trong Vidya khéng c6 ndt tam ngirng. Va vi toi chi c6 mot
tiéng va vu gia s nay chang khac di chan dat ma leo ndi Everest, nén toi
muon vao thang van de.

“Vay em thich bat dau tir dau?”

“Bat ct cai gi khong c6 phwong trinh.”

“Anh da xem khoa hoc 6n thi dau vao treong y. C6 vé nhw c6 vai linh vuc
dé an diém day.”

T6i ma tai liéu hudng dan 6n thi vao treong y, chuyén cho em xem.

“Xem day nay, xac suat,” toi néi. “Cai nay va phép hoan vi sé chiém hai
muoi 1dm phan trdm s& diém. Théng ké muoi phan tram nita. O day khong
c6 giai phwong trinh, nén ching ta c6 thé bat dau tir cho nay?”

“Han ro6i,” em néi va mé& cudn sach bai tdp mdi citng. Em dat hai chiéc
but song song vGi cuon vé. Em gid trang dau tién cia chwong xac suat, nhw
thé minh 1a hoc sinh can cti nhat An P6. T6i da nhat, c6 1& vay.

“X4c suat,” toi noi, “dé la phan thu vi nhat. Anh noéi thé la béi vi em c6
thé dung nhitng khai niém trong xac sudt dé giai quyét nhitng bai toan
thuvong ngay?”

“Nhu cai gi?”

“Nhu cai gi la gi?”

“Bai toan thwong ngay can giai quyét?” em van vé mot lon toc roi vuot
sang mot bén.

“Ha, em di hoi nhanh ddy, nhung hdy xem nhé.” T6i nhin quanh dé tim
mot vi du dé hiéu. To6i dé y can phong dwgc don ngan nap dén hoan hao cta
em, dén ca cai nép gap trén tdm ga trai giwong mau hong. Bitc twong doi
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dién treo dnh Westlife, Backstreet Boys, Hrithik Roshan. Canh do6 la bitc
twong day nhitng thiép mung. “Co thay nhitng tam thiép kia khéng?”

“Po la thiep mirng do ban hoc cua em tang. Sinh nhat em mai hai thang
trwde.”

T6i 10 di cac thong tin dwgc nap thira thai. “Gia st c6 hai muoi tam thiép.
Hau hét 1a trang. Mot s6 c6 mau khac. Co bao nhiéu cai mau khac?”

“Nam cai,” em ndi, lwét quanh nhitng tdm thiép, mat nhw muén hoi “thé
thi sao?”

“Puwgc lam, nam. Gio, gia st anh 1ay hét so thiép cho vao mot cai tii. Roi
anh 1ay ra mét tam, thi xac sudt thiép mau la bao nhiéu?”

“Tai sao anh lai bo ching vao ti?” em hoi.

“Gia st thoi ma. Xac suat la bao nhiéu?”

“Em khong biét.”

“OK, vay hay dung vi du nay dé bat dau khai niém can ban vé x4c suat.
Xac suat c6 thé dinh nghia 1a,” t6i vira néi vira viét dong sau:

Xdc sudt = So lan ta muén mét sw viéc xdy ra/sé lan sy viéc do co thé xdy
ra.

“Sao lai khong c6 ky hiéu nao dugc nhi?” em hoi.

“Em thay ddy, anh da bao xac suat thu vi lam ma. Nhin vao mau thitc nhé.
C6 bao nhiéu tdm thiép khac nhau néu anh riat mot trong hai mwoi tam?”

“0... hai muoi?”

“Pung, di nhién. Tot lam.”

“Vé& van!” em ndi.

T6i kim nén con titc gian. To6i dang gitip em lam cho van dé don gidn hon,
thé ma em bdo t6i v van. Ghét cai thai do.

“Bay gio la tir thitc. Anh mudén mot thiép mau. Coé thé rit dugc bao nhiéu
cai thiép mau?”

“Nam a?”
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“Ua. Vay ching ta hdy ap dung cong thiic bing chit kia,” t6i n6i va viét
ra.

Xdc sudt = SO lan ta muén mot sw viéc xdy ra (5)/s6 lan sv viéc dé co thé
xdy ra (20). Vay, xdc sudt la = 5/20 = 0,25

“Puwgc roi nhé. Xac suat la 0,25, hay hai lam phan tram.” T6i néi va dat
but den l1én ban. Em mat mot lIdc doc lai diéu toi viét.

“Cai nay thi don gian. Nhung bai thi kho hon nhiéu,” cudéi cing em noi.

“Chung ta sé hoc nhitng bai kho kia. Nhuwng trieéc hét can hiéu khai niém
co ban da. Va em khong bi n6n nhi.”

T6i bi cat ngang vi tiéng bip cta dién thoai di dong. Em voi va lao sang
ban bén canh dé cam mdy lén. Em ng6i 1én givong va doc tin nhan. “Ban &
16p. Con nay ngoc that,” em cwdi thich thi véi cai dién thoai.

To6i van yén lang cho cho em quay lai. “Pugc roi, lam mot bai khac nhé,”
t6i ndi. “Gia st ching ta c6 cai binh bon vién bi do, sau vién xanh.”

Trong nita gio tiép theo, t6i gidng thém dwgc ba bai nita. “Em thay chua,
néu em tap trung thi khong khé dau. Tot lam!” t6i khen ngoi khi em giai
xong mot bai.

“Anh muén udng tra khong?” em noi, khong quan tdm dén 10i khen cuia
t0i.

“Khong, cam on em. Anh khong thich uong tra nhiéu qua.”

“Em cling vay. Em thich ca phé. Anh u6ng ca phé khong?”

“Anh thich xac suat va em ciing nén vay di. Ching ta c6 thé lam bai tiép
theo khong?”

bién thoai cta em lai kéu bip. Em tha but va ngo sang dién thoai.

“Bo6 may xuong. Khong nhan tin trong gid hoc,” t6i néi.

“Chi la...,” em noi va ngung tay gitta chuirng.

“Néu em khong tap trung thi anh sé vé day. Anh da tir ch6i nhiéu hoc sinh
vi 16p hoc nay.”
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Em chiu khuat phuc trwéc thai do cwong quyét cta toi. Nhung toi dau
phai Ngai Tot bung, va t6i ghét nhitng nguwoi khéng chu tam. Pac biét nguoi
ay lai ghét toan.

“Xin 16i anh,” em noi.

“Chung ta chi c6 mot gio théi. Nhitng viéc vui thi cia em thi dé sau lam
di.”

“Em da bao xin 16i r6i ma.” Em lai cam but 1én va m& nap, thai do phan
uat.
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NAM

“Anh. Phai. Bén. Ngay.” Thang bé thd hon hén sau tirng 10i. Ali. Pang...”

“Binh tinh nao Paras,” Ish bao thang bé dang thd doc. N6 da chay dén tw
treong Do thi Belrampur va mot mue doi chung toi di cung no.

“Bay gio a? Mdi chi bén gio ma, lam sao anh déng ctra hang dwgc?” toi
noi.

“N6 thuong khong hay choi cricket dau. N6 toan chai bi thoi. Anh dén
hom nay di, anh Ish.”

“DPi nao. Du sao hom nay ciing vang khach,” Ish vira néi vira xé dép.

Omi da buéc ra ngoai réi. Téi khoa hom thu ngan, va bao cha hang hoa
bén canh trong giup.

Chuing t6i dén khoang san than quen cta trweong. Hai muoi thang bé dang
vay quanh Ali.

“Luac nay t¢ khong muon choi,” mot giong noi cat 1én gitta dam dong.
Mot thang bé 6m yéu, suy dinh dudng ngoi bét trén san, hai tay 6m mat.

“Khong, anh Ish phai xem cau chaoi,” Paras len vao dam dong va nai ni,
roi niu tay Ali.

“T& khong thich cricket. N6 lam t& dau dau,” Ali n6i, hai tay van 6m mat.

“Anh da nghe néi rat nhiéu vé em,” Ish néi, cii xuéng ngang véi Ali.

Ali x0e ngén tay ra va nhin Ish. Mat né xanh dén ngay nguoi.

“Chao em, anh la Ish. Anh da hoc treong nay mudi ba nam trwde. Va anh
cling day cricket,” Ish n6i va chia tay ra bat tay Ali.

Ali do xét khuén mat Ish. Thang bé duva tay ra, de dat.
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Mai toc dai cta Ali ré gon gang. Co thé mong manh va non tré ctia né nhw
co thé mot bé gai. Trong n6 giong mot than dong my thuat hay am nhac, chi
khong phai la cau tha cricket.

“Ban 4y bao tudi r6i?” t6i hdi mot thang bé deo kinh trong dam déng.

“Cau ay ¢ 16p 7C,” thang bé sut sit vi cam lanh.

T6i tinh toan, n6 khong qua muoi hai tudi.

“Ban ay mdi vao treong a? Tw dau dén?” toi noi.

“Cau ay trwdc ¢ Shahpur Madrasa. Bo cau ay chuyén dén day. Ké tir do,
bon ném boéng mat hét ty tin,” thang bé hat hoi. Toi thoat dugc dong chat
nhay trong gang tac.

Ish va Omi khoanh chan ng6i bét cung Ali.

“Em khong choi lau duge. Em bi dau dau,” Ali néi.

“Em khong muon choi thi cling khong sao,” Ish n6i. “Ta di théi, Omi.”

Ish va Omi ditng day, phui bui trén quan.

“Em c6 thé choi m6t vong, néu anh ném béng,” Ali n6i khi ching t6i
quay dau ra ve.

“Han roi,” Ish noéi hitng ho. M6t dira bé khac ném mdét qua béng vao tay
no.

bam dong dan ra. Vai dira tré tinh nguyén lam nguoi chdan bong. Omi lam
nguoi gitt coc gon. T6i ditng gan phia nguwdi ném béng, vi tri danh cho trong
tai. Dam dong vo tay khi Ish chay da mot doan ngéan. T6i khong hiéu dugc
cai nhao nhac khi thdy thang bé mat bo cau, ngwdi manh khanh nay choi
béng. Cai gay wéc chirng phai bang hai phan ba chiéu cao ctia né.

Ish chay da chi la gia thoi, vi né ditng gan to6i ma. That chang dau vao dau
khi mot nguwdi tredng thanh ném béng cho mot thang bé mwdi hai tudi. Ish
nhin thang bé va ném mot ct dé nhw an keo.

Qua bong bay dén gitta dwong da dat toc do toi da, ro6i tir tir gidm toc dén
vach danh bong. Vut, Ali di chuyén cay gay theo mot dong tdc mém mai va
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lién mach. Qua béng bay vt 1én, t6i va Ish nhin theo, n6 bay trén khong
chirng ba gidy - sau diém!

Ish nhin Ali va gat dau tan thuwéng. Ali lai vé vi tri va nhan mat mim moi,
mot phan do nang nhwng ciing vi titc gian do khong nhan dugc mét cd giao
bong that su.

Pha bong tiép theo, Ish chay lay da tam bwdc. Thang bé c6 thé choi tét,
dirng dé tam dén cai dang vé con gai kia! Qua béng bay vdi toc do trung
binh, ndy xudng dat roi bat cao lén va vut! Sau diém nita.

Ish cwdi nu. Khong phai gdy cia Ali da danh bong, ma niém kiéu hanh
cta n6. Pam dong tan thuong.

Ish chay da mudi mot buwdc dé ném pha bong tiép theo. N6 gan tiéng khi
boéng roi khéi tay. Qua béng huwéng vao vai Ali. Ali xoay mot chan nhw thé
trong mot vii diéu va danh tring bong - sau diém!

Ba lan bong, ba diém sau - Ish trong nhu bi quay ray. Omi ha héc miéng
nhung no tap trung trong coc gon. Toi nghi n6 dang vi Ish ma cd kiém soat
phan &ng cua minh.

“Pung la quai vat. Ali la dita quai vat, Ali quai vat,” mot dita choi chan
béng & trung tuyén hét 1én lam Ali phan tan.

“Ctt choi di,” Ish néi véi Ali va tritng mat nhin thang bé chan bong kia.

Ish lau bong 1én quan ba lan. N6 thay do6i do siét nam tay va hoi van than
trén. N6 lay buwdc chay da dai nhat va doc toan lyc chay 1én. Qua bong bay
nhanh, va con la mot pha ném béng toan Iwc. Béong di nhanh, khong dap
xuong dat. Sy buc bdi cia Ish thé hién ra trong pha ném béng nay. N6 dang
bi trirng phat. Ali tién lén hai budc va vut! Qua bong bay cao va ra ngoai
khoang san, suyt lao vao ctta s6é mot phong hoc.

Toi bat cwdi. Toi biét minh khong nén thé, nhung t6i da cudi. Chirng kién
nha vo dich truong cung trang lra véi minh bi choc titc ngay gitra noi cong
cong béi mot thing ot con méi mudi hai tudi qua 1a qua budn cudi. It nhat
la véi toi. Thuc ra, chi c6 t6i thoi.

“G1 ma cuwgi?” Ish cam phan hoi.
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“Chang sao,” t6i noi.

“Qua bong khon kiép dau r6i?”

“Bon ching dang c6 tim. Huan luyén vién c6 mua mdt qua & ctra hang toi
khong?” t6i nhe nhang giéu cot.

“Thoi di,” Ish rit 1én khi bong lan vé phia no.

Ish chuan bj chay da thi Ali ng6i phich xuéng vach ném béng.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Omi la nguwdi dau tién dén canh no.

“Em da bdo r6i. Em bi dau dau. Em vé nha dugc khong?” Ali noi, cai
giong tré con gan nhu sap bat khoc.

Omi nhin Ish va t6i. Toi nhun vai.

“Chang phai em da béo r6i sao? Quai vat day!” Paras chay dén ching toi.

Ali ding 1én. “Em di dwgc chuwa?”

Ching t6i gat dau. Tw trong tui quan, Ali 1dy ra mdy vién bi trong giong
nhw mat né. N6 lan qua lan lai ching trong tay, roi roi san choi.

ek

“Tao khong tin n6i,” Ish tuyén bo khi n6 hoan thanh nam muoi cai chong
day hang sang. N6 dén ngoi canh toi & san sau ngan hang.

Omi chong not lwgt mét tram cai ctia minh.

“Tra nay,” toi thong bao va dwa coc cho Ish. Ngay hom qua, ban than nhat
cta t6i da gap phdi chan thwong tinh than nghiém trong. T6i khong thé lam
gi nhiéu ngoai viéc vao bép ngan hang pha coc tra girng ngon nhat.

“Viéc dé khong thé nao chi dya vao may man dugc, ding khong? Khong
doi nao,” Ish tw tra 10i cau hoi.

T6i hat dau vé phia dia banh quy, nhung né 16 di. T6i ty hoi liéu don tan
cong cua Ali c6 gay ton thwong vinh vién dén cam giac an udéng cua Ish
khong. Ish tiép tuc 1am bam mot minh, con t6i thi 1an di. Omi chuyén sang
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gap bung. N6 vira tdp vira tung bon muoi cau kinh Hanuman-ji. T6éi yéu
phit nghi ngoi ngan ngui thé nay - khoang thoi gian sau khi hoc tro ra vé va
tredc lic mo ctra hang. N6 cho t6i ¢6 thoi gian suy nghi. Va dao nay toi chi
nghi vé ctra hang mdi. “Da tiét kifm dwgc hai muwoi lam ngan rupi, va dén
thang Mwoi hai sé c6 muoi lam ngan nita,” to6i 1am bam. “Néu bén cho thué
chap nhan bon mwoi ngan lam tién dat coc, tao c6 thé dam bao thué mét cho
& Navrangpura cudi nam nay.”

T6i r6t cho minh mot coc tra nita. “Pay la khoa ctta hang, Mama. Chiing
chau sé chuyén dén cira hang & Navrangpura, trong khu mua sam c6 may
diéu hoa,” t6i lap lai trong dau 10i thoai mo wdc ctia minh lan thit mét tram.
Ba thang nita thoi, t6i ty tran an.

“Bon may an hét banh r6i a?” Omi dén khi né tap xong.

“Xin 16i nhé, uéng tra khong?” t6i dé nghi.

Omi lac dau. N6 béc mot tdi sita va doc vao miéng. Ciing nhu tbi, no6
khong udng nhiéu tra. Nhung caffein thi chay trong huyét quan gia dinh Ish.
T6i nhé Vidya da mai toi tra. Con bé ngoc nghéch, ddm ché nhao minh.

“Van nghi vé Ali a?” Omi no6i véi Ish, vira néi vira lau sita dinh trén mép.

“Thang bé that tuyét. Tao chwa ném ci bong hiém nhat, nhueng ct do cling
khong phai qua té. Nhuwng no... né...” Ish khong tim dwoc 16i dién ta.

“Ghi bon diém séau lién. That khé tin!” Omi néi. “Chang trach ching goi
no la quai vat.”

“Khong biét n6 cé phai quai vat khong. Nhung né gidi,” Ish ndi.

“Bon tré Hoi gido nay. May khong bao gid biét...” Omi n6i va hiap phan
stta con lai.

“Im di. N6 chi la dia gioi thoi. Tao chwa thdy ai choi nhu thé. Tao mudn
huan luyén no.”

“Han ro6i, mién la n6 chiu choi. N6 khong thé choi qua bon lan ném bong.
May c6 thé gitip n6,” toi bao Ish.

“Sao co? May sé day thang bé Hoi d6 a?” Mat Omi 10 vé lo lang.
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“Tao sé day cho cau thu giéi nhat & Belrampur. Thang bé dé c6 tiém nang
16n. May biét day...”

“Doi tuyén An D6?” toi goi y.

“Shh, ditng c6 khiéu khich s6 ménh, nhwng ding day. Tao muén day cho
n6é. Nguoi ta sé hiy hoai no trong cai treong didy mat. Bon ho chi biét day
né cac mon hoc ma quén thé thao.”

“Ching ta khong thé day mot thang bé Hoi dwgc,” Omi phu quyét.
“Bittoo Mama sé giét tao mat.”

“Pirng phan tng thai qua. Ong ay khong biét dau. Chiing ta sé day né &
ngan hang,” Ish noi.

Su6t phan con lai cudc tranh cai, Ish va Omi chi lwvdm mat nhau. Cudi
cung, nhv moi khi, Omi phai nhvong budc Ish.

“Luwra chon ctia may ddy. Pam bdo la khong dé no téi gan ngoi dén. Néu
Bittoo Mama phat hién ra, 6ng dy sé tong chuing ta khéi ctra hang.”

“Omi ding day. Chung ta can ctra hang trong vai thang nita,” t6i néi.

“Chung ta cling can dén bac si,” Ish noi.

“Bac si a?” toi nai.

“Pau no bi dau sau bon lan béng. Tao muodn bac si kiém tra cho né trdc
khi tap luyén.”

“May sé phdi n6i chuyén véi bd me n6é néu may mudn no tra tién,” tdi noi.

“Tao sé day n6 mién phi,” Ish noi.

“Nhuwng ma, d6i vdi cac bac phu huynh An B9, cricket cling nhw hoai phi
thi gio.”

“Vay ching ta sé dén nha no,” Ish ndi.

“Tao sé khong dén nha nguwoi H6i,” Omi ndi, gan nhw 1én con. “Tao sé
khong di.”

“M@& ctra hang da. Pén gio lam viéc r6i,” t6i nai.
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Rk

“Khong cricket, em thich chaoi bi,” Ali phan déi lan th nam. Ish lay bon
thanh socbla (mua bang tién ctta hang, thang dot nay) cho nd, mot phan
thwdng moi lan ghi dugc sau diém. Ali nhan s6cdla, nhung van néi khong
v0i cricket, va gidy danh dach khong chiu di gap bac si.

“Ctra hang anh c6 bi ddy,” t6i du do. “Nhitng vién bi mau xanh dac biét,
nhap & Jaipur. Hang chuc vién bi cho em néu em chiu di gip bac si. Ong ay
& bén kia dwong thoi.”

Ali nhin t6i bang hai con mat xanh nhu bi.

“Hai chuc vién néu em dén 16p day cricket vao budi sang,” t6i noi.

“Bac si thi khong sao. Nhung con viéc di tap, phai héi bé da.”

“Cho anh tén va dia chi cta bo em,” toi noi.

“Naseer Alam, t0 s6 7, nha so ba, tang trét.”

“Em bao tén gi ca?” Omi noi.

“Naseer Alam,” Ali nhac lai.

“Tao da nghe cai tén nay dau dé. Nhung tao khong nhg noi...” Omi lam
nham, nhuwng Ish 10 no di.

“Phong kham cua bac si Verma ¢ khu bén canh. Chung ta di thoi,” Ish noi.

Skdesk

“Chao cac chau, that vui vi c6 nhitng nguoi tré tudéi dén phong kham nay,
mot su thay doi.” Bac si Verma thao kinh ra.

Ong dui dui cdp mit ndm muoi tudi cta minh. Nhitng nép nhin da nhiéu
gdp boi, ké tr khi t6i gdp ong lan trudc cach nay da ba nam. Mai téc den
tredc kia da nga bac. Tu6i gia that khung khiép.
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“Va chu hé con nay la ai? Chau ha miéng nao, baba,” bac si Verma néi va
bat den theo théi quen. “Coé chuyén gi nao?”

“Chang c6 gi dau a. Bon chau mu6n hoi may diéu,” Ish néi.

Béac si budng dén soi xuéng. “Hoi u?”

“Cau bé nay c6 nang khiéu choi cricket. Chdu mudn biét sao né lam dwoc
nhv vay,” Ish noi.

“Lam gi co?” bac si Verma néi. “Mot s6 nguwoi co tai nang vay thoi.”

“Chau ném bon lan bong cho né. N6 ghi sau diém ca bon lan,” Ish noi.

“Gi co?” bac si Verma néi. Ong biét Ish 1d mdt trong nhitng cau thu gidi
nhat trong khu nay.

“That khoé tin, nhuwng ding day,” t6i hoa vao. “Ngoai ra, né ngéi phich
xubng sau lan bong thit tw. N6 bao bi dau dau.”

Béac si Verma quay sang Ali. “Chau thich choi cricket chi, cau bé?”

“Khong a,” Ali noi.

“Chuyén nay con phitc tap hon sot vi rit thong thwong. Chuyén gi xdy ra
sau bon lan bong ha cau bé?”

“Moi khi tap trung choi, dau chau lai dau,” Ali néi. N6 tho tay vao tdi.
Toi nghe tiéng bi kéu lao xao.

“Cho bac xem mat nao,” bac si Verma néi va ditng ddy vao phong kiém
tra.

“Thi giac trén ca tuyét voi,” bac s Verma noi khi quay lai. “Bac khuyén
cac chau dén gip ban bdc, 1a bac si Multani & bénh vién thanh phé. Ong ay
la bac si chuyén khoa mat, va tirng la bac si cho mot doi tuyén béng chay &
My. Thuc ra, ca nam nay bac chwra gap 6ng dy. Ngay mai bac dan di, néu cac
chau muon.”

Chung t6i gat dau. T6i lay vi. Bac si Verma nhin t6i nghiém nghi nhw to y
bao dung lai.

Rk
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“Trén ca tuyét voi,” bac si Multani chi n6i vay khi 6ng cam hinh chup
cong huéng tir. Ong ay kiém tra Ali hét hai tiéng. Ong 1am moi xét nghiém
c6 thé nghi ra - kiém tra thé lyc, thit mau, chyp vong mac, dung mdy tinh
kiém tra phoi hop gitta mat va tay. Chup cong hudng tir Matrix, theo dé Ali
nam sap dau chui vao mot cai khoang, cach nay t6 ra hiéu qua nhat.

“T6i nhd thoi con lam béac si thé thao qua Verma a. Tinh yéu danh cho
Ambavad da khién t6i tir bé rat nhiéu thit,” bac si Multani néi. Ong dy goi
tra va banh cho tat ca ching toi.

“Chung ta xong chwa a?” Ali néi va ngap.

“Sap xong r6i. Néu chau mudn thi ct ra vieon choi bi,” bac s Multani néi.
Ong van yén lang cho t6i khi Ali da di ra.

“Multani, day la cac xét nghiém dé tim hiéu con dau dau,” bac si Verma
noi.

“Khong chi dau dau thoéi dau,” bac si Multani néi va nhai banh khakra.
“Ish noi ding, cau bé nay dang la tai nang ddc biét.”

“Sao co?” toi buot ra. Diéu gi trong nhitng xét nghiém doé noéi rang Ali c6
thé nghién nat bat ctt cau thti ném bong nao ra titng manh chi.

“Cau bé nay c6 siéu phan xa. Néi tat trong ngoén ngit y khoa la thé, né cho
thay tai nang & mon cricket.”

“Siéu gi co?” Omi nhac theo.

“Siéu phan xa,” bac si Multani nhdc céi chan gidy, hinh tron lam bang
thay tinh, 1én khoi ban va gia vo danh Omi. Omi cti xuéng. “Khi bac ném
thi* nay vao chau, chau sé lam gi? Theo phan xa, c6 ngan s tan cong do.
Bac khong canh bao chau trwdc, va moi thit dién ra chi trong mot phan tich
tac. Do d6, chau khéng suy nghi theo 1y tinh dé cti xudng, ma né chi xay ra
vay thoi.”

Béc si Multani dirng lai m6t lat dé uéng nwéc, roi ti€p tuc, “Trong doi
song hang ngay thi chang quan trong lam, trtr phi ching ta cham vao thit gi
dé qua nong hodc qua lanh. Tuy nhién, trong thé thao né lai c6 tam quan
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trong dac biét”. Bac si Multani dirng lai dé gié mdt vai bao cao, va cam mot
chiéc banh khakra khac.

T6i nhin ra ctra s6, vé phia Ali bén ngoai. N6 dang dung sting cao su ban
mot vién bi vao vién bi khac.

“Vay la Ali c6 phan xa tot. Phai vay khong?” Ish néi.

“Phéan xa ctia cau bé tot hon ching ta it nhat muwdi lan. Nhung con hon
thé. Ngoai hanh dong phan xa ra, ndo ngwoi ra quyét dinh theo hai cach
khac. Mot cach 1a phéan tich that 1au - van dé trdi qua qua trinh phan tich
nghiém ngdt trong bo nado roi ching ta quyét dinh hanh dong. Va con cach
thi hai hoan toan khac, nhanh hon nhung kém chinh xac. Thuwong thi ta
dung cach thit nhat va nhan thitc dugce diéu d6. Nhung déi khi, trong nhitng
tinh huéng khan cap, bd nao lya chon con duwdng tat. Cit goi do la cach nghi-
chép-nhoang.”

Chtng t6i gat dau, bac si Multani néi tiép:

“Trong hanh dong phéan xa, bo ndo lam tat qua trinh tw duy ma hanh dong
luén. Cau ta c6 thé chi cdi xudng, khéng can nghi dén viéc c6 d& béng ma
ct thé do. Thoi gian phan &ng rat nhanh. Thé thao c6 nhitng khoanh khac
doi hoi ta phai nghi theo moi phuong cach kha di - phan tich, nghi chdp
nhoang hodc phan xa.”

“Con Ali?” Ish hoi.

Béc si Multani cam hinh chup c6ng huwéng tir 1én. “B6 ndo Ali that tuyét
voi. Cach th nhat, thit hai va thit ba lan 16n vao nhau. Thoi gian phan @ng
cta cau bé nhanh bang hanh dong phan xa, nhung qua trinh ra quyét dinh lai
chinh xac nhv phwong phap phan tich. Cé thé chau sé nghi cau bé danh tra
pha giao béng rat nhanh ctia chdu la do may man, nhung b6 nao ctia cau bé
thdy dwong bong rat dé dang. Nhw mot cii ném nhe.”

“Nhung chau da ném nhanh lam ma.”

“Pung vay, nhung bé ndo cau bé cé thé ghi lai va hanh dong tuwong tng.
Néu kho hinh dung qua... ¢t twéng twgng nay nhé, Ali thdy qua bong nhw
trong phim quay cham. Mot cau thua binh thuwong sé dung phwong phap thi
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hai hodc thit ba dé danh trd mot pha bong nhanh. Ali dung phuwong phap thi
nhat. M6t cau tha binh thwdng mat nhiéu nam tap luyén méi dam béo thyc
hién cach thit hai chinh x4c, méi choi gidi dugce. Ali thi khong can. D6 1a tai
nang cua cau bé.”

Mat mot hoi chiing t6i méi tiéu hda néi 101 ctia bac si Multani. Ching t6i
hoan toan phai dung dén phwong phap thit nhat 1a suy nghi phan tich méi
hiéu noi.

“Véi thang bé, mot cu giao bong nhanh lai giong nhw trong phim quay
cham?” Ish c6 lan nita.

“V&i bo nado thoi, vi ndo phan tich nhanh. Di nhién, néu chau ném bong
nhanh vao nguoi cau bé, thi cau bé sé bi dau.”

“Nhung lam sao né c6 thé danh bong di xa thé?” Ish ndi.

“Cau bé khong dung nhiéu Iyc dau. N6 chi doi huéng qua béng von da
bay rat nhanh réi. Nang lwgng trong qua béng dé gan nhu la ctia chau.”

“Bac da thay ngwoi nao khac tai nang nhuw n6 chwa?” t6i muon biét.

“O cdp do nay thi chwa, ndo ciia cau bé nay hoat dong theo mot cach
khac. C6 ngudi goi do la khuyét tat, nén bac khuyén chau dirng lam am 1
chuyén nay.”

“N6 1a hat giéng cho doi tuyén An Do ddy,” Ish néi. “Béc si Multani, bac
biét vay ma.”

Bac si Multani thé dai. “A, khong phai lic ndy. Vi du nhw con dau dau la
mot van dé. PBung la bo ndo cta cau bé co thé phan tich rat nhanh, nhung no
cling nhanh chéng mét méi. Cau bé can choi lau dai. Cau bé phai tru vitng
cho dén khi ndo héi phuc lai dé dung ti€p nang lwc do.”

“Chuyén do c6 thé xay ra khong?” Ish néi.

“Co, néu theo mot ché do tdp luyén. Va cau bé can hoc cac khia canh
khac cta cricket. Bac khong nghi cdu bé da tirng chay gitta hai dau coc gon.
Cau bé khong du sirc. Cau bé nay yéu lam, gan nhw suy dinh duwdng,” vi bac
si noi.
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“Chau sé tap cho né,” Ish thé thot. “Va Omi sé gitip. Omi sé bat n6 an va
lam n6 khoe lén.”

“Khong, khong duwgc dau,” Omi tir choi khi moi ngwdi nhin né. “Bac si
Verma, hay bdo ho tai sao chau khong thé di.”

“Vi cau bé la nguwoi Hoi gido. Multani, 6ng nhd Nasser & DPai hoc Hoi
giao khong? Ali la con trai ong ta.”

“0, Nasser ay a? C6, 6ng ta tiing tranh ct trong cic cudc bau cit ¢ dai
hoc. Ttrng la ngwoi hay gy rac roi, nhung to6i nghe no6i 6ng ta da diu bét.”

“Pung, nhung gio ong ta danh toan thoi gian cho chinh tri. Chuyén tir mét
ngwoi thuan Hoi gido sang mot dang thé tuc,” bac si Verma noi.

Ish nhin bac si Verma, to vé ngac nhién.

“Bac da tim hiéu sau khi cac chau ra vé. Doi khi ta cAm thady minh nhw
diéu hanh mot trung tam dwa chuyén, khong phai mot phong kham.” Bac si
cuoi khung khuc. “Du sao, van dé 1a & day. Con trai cia mét thay té Hindu
lai di day mot cau bé dao Ho6i.”

“Chau khong muon day cho n6,” Omi néi ngay.

“Im di, Omi. May hiéu tai sao ching ta dén day khong?” Ish noi.

Omi ding 1én, phat y nhin Ish, r6i bé ra khéi phong.

“Con hoc vién bang thi sao?” bac si Verma noi.

“Ho sé huy hoai no,” Ish noi.

“T6i dong y,” bac si Multani ngtrng lai. “Cau bé con qua tré, theo dao Hoi
va ngheo. Va truvdc d6 chua tirtng dugc dao tao bai ban. Toi dé nghi lic nay
hay gitt thang bé nay lai va gii kin tai nang ctia né. Khi thoi diém dén,
ching ta sé thay.”

Chtng t6i roi phong kham. To6i 1y ra bon vién bi trong tdi va goi Ali.

“Ali, dén gio vé roi. Nay, bat lay.”

T6i tung bon vién bi bay that cao hwéng vé phia nd. T6i ném nhu vay mot
phan la c6 cha y.
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Ali bé tro choi va nhin nhitng vién bi bay trén khong. N6 van ngo6i xom,
r6i gio cao tay trai. Mot, hai, ba, bon - nhv mét cay diia than, tay trai ctia né
di chuyén. N6 bat dugc tirng vién mot.
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SAU

“B0 khong dong y dau, em da noi v6i bo roi,” Ali hon hén. Ching toi dén
nha né & cubi Belrampur. N6 song trong mot khu phé cuc ky 6 chudt. Ali
nhan chudng. To6i dé y thay bang tén ctia bd né thiét ké theo mo6 tip cua dang
phai chinh tri thé tuc.

“Ali, con lai vé mudn,” bé né néi khi ra mé ctta. Ong ta mic chiéc 4o
achkan den huyén, twong phan v6i bd rau trang va khan vai quan chat trén
dau. Ong ta khodng sdu muoi tudi, nghia 1a Ali sinh ra liic 6ng ta tudi da vé
gia.

“Va cac chang trai nay la ai?” ong noi.

“Chau la Ishaan,” Ish noi. “Con day la Govind va Omi. Ching chau la ban
cua Ali.”

“Ban u?” bo Ali n6i, nhan manh do chénh 1éch tu6i tac dén 16 bich.

“Vang thua bo, ho dén choi cricket & truong. Ho c6 ctra hang do thé thao.
Con ké r6i, b6 nhé khong?”

“Moi vao,” bo Ali noi.

Chtng t6i ngoi trong phong khach. Me cta Ali, mac bo do salwar mau
nau, mang nuwdc roohafza ra. Du vanh khan che kin khu6én mat ba, t6i van
nhan thay ba han tré hon choéng it nhat hai muwoi tuéi. Ba mang Ali khong
chiu hoc dé ngay mai thi. Toi nghi cac ba me An D6 c6 hai nhiém vu - bao
ban con cai an nhiéu hon va hoc cham hon.

“Chung chau muon trao doi vé viéc hudn luyén cho Ali,” Ish bat dau sau
khi Ali da theo me roi phong.
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“Day cricket a? Khéng, cdm on. Chuing t6i khéng quan tam,” bé Ali n6i
bang mot giong muén chdm diét hon la mudn trao doi.

“Nhung thwa bac...” Ish phan déi.

“Nhin trén kia kia,” bo Ali néi va chi lén tran, “nhin di, tran nha c6 day 16
thing. Can phong nay va ca phong nhé bén kia 1a t6i di thué. Pay cé giong
nha ctia mot ngwdi dw da tién bac cho con hoc cricket khong?”

“Chung chau sé khong thu phi Ali dau,” Ish nai.

To6i trirtng mat nhin Ish. Toi ghét né ct ban gidm gid ¢ ctta hang, nhung
tan mot tram phan tram thi dang la dién.

“N6 sé xoay x& ra sao dé tap cricket day. Sau khi roi trwong Hoi gido,
viéc hoc ¢ trvong méi véi nd da khé lam roi. Day la lan dau Ali hoc toan.
Ma t6i con khong thé thué gia su toan...”

“Govind day toan,” Ish noi.

“Gi co?” bo Ali va t6i dong thanh.

“That ra, cdu ay la ngudi gioi toan nhat @ Belrampur. Cau ay dwgc mot
tram diém toan trong ky thi t6t nghiép 16p mudi hai.”

T6i tritng trirng nhin Ish. T6i da kin lich gia sw, va da day mién phi em gai
cham tién cia nd. “Nhwng Ish nay, khong duwgc dau,” toi noi.

“Co 1& chuing ta sé c6 mot théa thuan kép. Néu bac cho em ay tap cricket
v6i ching chau, ching chéau sé day toan mién phi cho em ay,” Ish néi, phét
10 101 cua t6i.

“Sao tao day mién phi dugc? Con nhiéu dita cho tra tién dé dugce tao day
cho,” toi noi.

Ish khinh khinh nhin t6i, nhw thé t6i da ban nhiém vu ctia n6 1én sao Héa.

“Mién phi u?” t6i nhan mat vGi no.

“T6i sé tra nhitng gi c6 thé,” bo Ali ndi, giong nghen ngao.

“Xin 16i nhé, nhung day la ké sinh nhai ctia chau. Chau khong thé...” toi
noi, trong mot no lyc tuyét vong nham citu van hinh anh ngd ngan cta minh.
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“Ctt trir vao lwong cua tao, duge khong? May dé tao no6i chuyén di?” Ish
nha nhan noéi.

T6i muon ditng day ra ve.

“T6i c6 mot khoan lwong huu. Chau 1ay bao nhiéu?”

“Bon tr...,” t6i dinh néi, nhung Ish chen vao.

“Tai sao khong bat dau xem thé nao?”

Moi ngwoi gat dau, tham chi cd Omi. Vi n6 lam bat ¢t diéu gi nguoi khac
dang lam.

“Pugc chit, Govind?” cudi cung né bao t6i.

Toi khe khé gat dau, chi nghiéng nam do.

“Cac chau ¢ lai an t6i nhé,” bo Ali nai ni khi ching t6i ditng day ra ve.

“Khong, khong,” Omi ndi, kinh hai trvdc y nghi an & nha mot nguwoi Hoi
giao.

“Lam on di, to6i nan ni day. Do6i véi chung t6i, long mén khach rat quan
trong. Cac chau la thuvgng khach cua chung t6i.”

Pang ra t6i da khong dong y, nhung t6i mudn 16p day toan-va-cricket
mién phi nay ciing phai doi dwoc gi dé chir.

Chuing t6i ngoi trén san phong khach. Me Ali mang cho ching t6i hai cai
dia 16n, mot dia cho ba ching t6i va dia kia cho bd Ali. Nhitng thitc an gidn
di - banh chapatti, chao dau, rau thi c6 hoa sup lo, khoai tay.

Omi ng6i xuéng. N6 khéng cham vao do an.

“Xin 16i t6i khong thé mai cac chau an thit. Hom nay chung t6i chi c6 nhu
vay thoi.”

“Chéu khong an thit. Chéau la con ctia mét thay té,” Omi noi.

Mot thoang lang kho x tiép noi. Ish pha tan, “D6 an tréng tuyét lam.
Chuing may an di.”

An chung mot dia c6 cdm gidc than mat la ky. Ish va tdi bé chung céi
banh chapatti. Nhitng ngoén tay dai cia n6 lam t6i nhé dén em gai né. Khi
that, ngay mai toi lai phdi di day con bé roi.
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“O trudng Hoi gido nguoi ta khong day toan sao?” t6i hoi cho c6 chuyén,
va cling quan tam dén mon toan.

“Treong nay thi khong,” bé Ali noi khi 6ng xtc chao dau. “Mon toan va
khoa hoc bi cam.”

“La that. Vao thoi budi nay lai thé,” t6i néi. T6i nghi vé mot co hdi kinh
doanh, mot loat 16p gia sw toan ngay bén ngoai cac treong Hoi gido.

“Khong han,” bo Ali néi. “Trwong Hoi gido khong han la mot treong hoc.
Vai tro ctia ching chi han giéi han vao viéc gidng day van héa Hoi gido.
Nay, an them chapatti di.”

“Thé nén bac mdi cho em n6 chuyén treong a?” Ish hoi.

“Pung. Lé ra phai lam sém hon, nhung bo t6i muén Ali di hoc trudng Hoi
gido. Ong dy mat sau thang trugc.”

“0, chau rat tiéc,” Ish néi.

“Ong 6m da lau roi. T6i nhé 6ng dy 1dm, nhung khong nhd nhung gi
nhitng ndm chi trd phi chita bénh da vét kiét t6i,” bd Ali néi. Ong udng
nuwée. “Khi t6i nghi ¢ treong dai hoc, t6i phai roi khu tap thé ctia truong.
Pang muobn t6i chuyén dén day. Trueong Do thi Belrampur lai gan, nén toi
cho em n6 vao hoc. Trwong cé tot khong?”

“Cé a, bon chau hoc & do6 tan mwoi hai nam,” t6i noi.

“Omi, chau khong an gi ca. It nhat thi dn chut trai cay di,” bé Ali néi, moi
né an chudi. Omi cam mot qud, soi moi, ro6i can ba miéng la hét.

“Tai sao cac chau lai tha thiét muon day Ali choi cricket thé?” bo Ali héi.

Cau hoi dé du dé thap sang khuon mat Ish. N6 néi hang say, “Ali la mot
tai nang. Bac sé thay khi dwgc chau huan luyén thi em no6 sé tro tai thé nao.”

“Chéau choi cricket a?” bo Ali hoi.

“Ho6i con & treong, va gio chau c6 mot cita hang thé thao. Chau da gap
nhiéu cau tht, nhung chwa ai nhw Ali,” Ish néi say sua.

“Nhung chi 1a tro choi théi. Mot ngudi cam gay danh bong, nhitng nguoi
khac chay xung quanh dé ngan lai.”
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“Con hon thé chit,” Ish néi, nhu bi xic pham. “Nhwng néu bac chwa bao
gio choi, bac sé khong hiéu dugc.”

B6 Ali néi, “Chau biét toi 1a dang vién dang thé tuc chi?”

“Bon chau thay bién tén r6i,” toi noi.

“Cac chau c6 mudn thinh thodng dén tham dang chiing t6i khong?”

Omi dot ngot dirng 1én. “Bac c6 biét dang no6i chuyén vdi ai khong? Chau
la con trai cua Pandit Shastri. Bac da thdy dén Swami & Belrampur chwa?”
N6 cao giong.

Ish kéo tay Omi dé né ngoi xuong.

“Chuyén do thi lam sao, chang trai?” bo Ali noi.

“Bac dang bao chau dén tham dang cua bac sao? Chau la nguoi Hindu.”

“Chung toi khong coi dé la diéu chong lai chau,” b6 Ali cuoi twoi. “Dang
cta chung t6i la dang thé tuc.”

“Khong phai thé tuc. Pang dung tuc thi c6. Thi chinh tri dung tuc, bac
chi biét thé thoi. Chang trach ngwoi H6i chui nhai ¢ day. Nay Ish, ching ta
di hay ¢ nao?”

“Omi, coi chitng day, ching ta dén vi Ali.”

“Tao khong quan tam. C& dé né choi bi va tregt mon toan cling dugc.
Néu cau Bittoo biét tao & day...”

“Bittoo la cau cua chau a?” bo Ali noi.

“Ong 4y la doi 1ap cta cac nguwdi. Va mot dang-dung-tuc sé khong bao gio
gianh thang lgi ¢ Belrampur.”

“Binh tinh nao, chang trai. Ngoi xuéng day,” bo Ali noi.

Omi ngo6i xuoéng va Ish xoa vai nd. Omi hiém khi ndi néng, nhung khi né
da nong, thi phai mat vai tha thuat xoa diu méi khién né trd lai binh thuwong.

“Nay, an chudi di. Tao biét may dang doi,” Ish néi chan thanh.

Omi cy ny, nhwng van cam qua chudi.
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“T6i cling 1a nguoi maGi vao dang thé tuc théi, chang trai. Truwéc day toi @
dang bao thu,” bo Ali n6i va nglrng mot lat dé suy nghi, “ding vay, toi da
mac vai sai lam.”

“Sao cling dugc. Pung c6 cai nguwoi tiv dang chung toi sang dang cac
ong,” Omi cau tiét noi.

“T6i sé khong dau. Nhung tai sao chau lai chong ching t6i? Pang da cam
quyén dit nwdc nay bon muoi nam, han ching t6i phai lam diéu dung dan
chw.”

“Cac nguoi sé khong cam quyén Gujarat nita. Vi ching t6i c6 thé nhin
thau théi dao ditc gia ctia cac nguwdi,” Omi noi.

“Omi, thoi di,” Ish néi.

“Khong sao dau Ish. Toi hiém khi duwgc néi chuyén véi thanh nién. Cir dé
cau ay noi ro suy nghi,” bé Ali néi.

“Toi khong c6 gi phai ndi ca. Chung ta di thoi,” Omi noi.

“Pang ton gido bao thu cling chang c6 gi hoan hao,” bo Ali néi.

Toi doan bo Ali cling thich tranh luan.

“Ong 1oi bd mit ra roi day. Diing 14 thién kién, 6ng goi ching t6i 1 t6n
gido bao thu. Dang cda 6ng thi wu tién cho Hoi gido, nhung la dang thé tuc.
Tai sao?” Omi noi.

“Chung t6i wu tién cai gi nao?” bo Ali ndi.

“Sao cac nguwoi khong cho ching t6i dung dén & Ayodhya?” Omi noi.

“Ba@i vi ¢ do da cé thanh dwong Hoi gido roi.”

“Nhung trede do da c6 mot ngbi dén ”

“Khong c6 bang chitng.”

“Co6 chit. Chinh phu che gidu cac bao cao.”

“Khong dung.”

“Sao cling dugc. b6 khong phai la noi binh thwong. Ching t6i tin do la
noi sinh ra vi than cda ching t6i. Ching t6i da ndi, ‘Tra ching t6i vi tri do,
va ching t6i sé kinh can chuyén thanh dwong Hoi gido sang bén canh.’
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Nhwng cac nguwdi con khéng chdp nhan nhw thé. Va yéu cau nhé day cia
ching t6i, ctia phe da s6, cling khong dwgc dap ng. Parekh-ji néi dung,
nguwoi Hindu con hy vong gi & dat nwdc nay?”

“Q, vay la Parekh-ji. Ong ta day cho cau cac tht nay a?” b6 Ali gan nhu
nhéch mép cuoi.

“Ong ay khong day ching t6i. Chinh nghia cta ching t6i bi gan cho céi
mac ton gido bao thu, noi thé khéng hay ho gi. Nhuwng vi ngudi Hindu khong
néi gi, cac ngwoi nghi ho khong cam thdy gi sao? Sao cac nguoi khong nghe
Parekh-ji? Vi dau do trong sau tham, ong ay da khoi ggi 1én dugc cam xuc.
Nhitng oan gian dang don tu lai day 6ng Nasser, du cho ngudi ta khong néi

»

ra.

“Rat nhiéu ngwoi Hindu bo phiéu cho ching toi, cau nén biét thé,” bo Ali
noi.

“Nhung dan dan ho sé thay sy that.”

“Chang trai, An Do 1a dat nwdc ty do. Cau cé quyén c6 quan diém riéng.
Y kién cta t6i 1a Hindu 1a mét tén gido 16n, nhung ditng tré nén cuc doan.”

“Ha, ding ndi vai t6i chuyén cuc doan. Chiing t6i biét ton gido nao mdi
cuc doan.”

T6i khong 1o liéu Omi c6 tin vao diéu né no6i khong, hay né dang 6n lai
bai giang ctia Parekh-ji. Chua bao gio n6 néi chuyén nay véi Ish va toi,
nhung dau do trong sau tham, khong biét n6 c6 cdm nhan giong nhw Bittoo
Mama khong? Néu dam mé cua Ish la cricket, dam mé cua toi la kinh doanh,
vay dam mé ctia Omi c6 phadi la ton gido khéng? Hay c6 1€, cling giong nhw
hau hét moi nguwdi, n6 dang mo ho va dang c6 tim niém dam mé minh. Va
khong nhu chung t6i, nhitng dita khong bao gio coi trong no, co 1€ Parekh-ji
khién cho né duwgc cdm gidc muc dich va tam quan trong.

“Chung ta c6 thé thoa thuan khéng ban vé chinh tri dwgc khong?” Ish nai
ni khi no6 ra dau tam dirng.

“Bac van thay 6n khi cho con minh di tap chit?” t6i héi bé Ali, khong biét
liéu 6ng c6 doi y sau con bung gian cia Omi khong.
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“Pirng ngdc thé. Chung ta dang trao doi sy vé khac biét. Bay la diéu dat
nuwdc nay dang thiéu. Khong sao cd, t6i tin twdng giao con trai minh cho céac
chau.”

Ching t6i ditng 1én va di ra ctra dé vé. Ish nhac lai gio tap la 7 gid sang.

“Nao, toi sé tién cac cau ra duong chinh. T6i thich di bo sau khi an t6i,”
bo Ali néi.

Chuing t6i budc ra khoi nha Ali. Omi cii dau, c6 1 cam thdy xau ho vi da
to tiéng. BO Ali lai néi. “T6i khong dac biét tin vao dang ctia minh.”

“That u?” t6i n6i khi khong ai 1én tiéng.

“Pung, bdi vi & mitc d6 nhat dinh, ho cling chang khac gi nhitng dang
phai chinh tri, ho danh nhiéu thdoi gian choi tro chinh tri hon la 1am viéc cho
dat nwdc. Tao ra sw bat dong, chia bé canh, gay chia ré - ho rat giéi nhitng
viéc nay.”

Tat ca chung t6i gat dau chao tam biét. Nhung bo Ali chwa n6i xong.
“Giong nhv la hai khach hang vao mét quan an, va cha ctra hang chi dwa
cho ho mét dia thitc an. Va néu ban mu6n an, ban phai dau tranh véi nguoi
kia. Hai nguwoi mai tranh nhau, va c6 ngudi bao ho nén doéi y dinh va an moi
ngwoi mot nita. Trong sudt chuyén nay, ho quén di phan chinh - tai sao
nguoi chu khong dwa cho ho hai dia thirc an?”

T6i nhan ra khuén mat caa bé Ali. Pang sau b0 rau kia, lan khuat dau doé
mot nha thong thai.

“Quan diém hay lam, cudc tranh cai sinh ra. Dé la ly do chau khéng bao
gio quan tam nhiéu dén chinh tri hay ton gido,” t6i nai.

“Mot khi tranh cdi sinh ra, né dan dén tranh cdi khac va cit thé mai. Ta
khong thé dirng lai dugc,” Ish noi.

“Cac chau biét ¢ dai hoc t6i tirng day m6n dong vat hoc khong,” bo Ali
noéi. “Va co6 lan toi doc vé cudc chién cua loai tinh tinh, c6 1€ lién quan dén
chuyén nay.”

“Cu0c chién cua loai tinh tinh?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pung, nhitng con dyc trong cung mot dan danh nhau di* doi - dé tranh
gianh thitc an, con céi, hay bat c diéu gi. Tuy nhién, sau cudc dau, ching
trai qua mot nghi 1é ky la. Chiang hén nhau, vao méi.”

Pén Omi cling phai phi cuoi.

“Vay nguoi Hindu va ngwdi Hoi gido nén hon nhau a?” t6i néi.

“Khong, van dé la nghi 1é d6 do tw nhién tao ra. Dé dam bao rang cudc
tranh chdp da dwgc gidi quyét va dan tinh tinh van chung séng v&i nhau.
Thuye ra, bat ci* moi quan hé lau dai nao cling can diéu nay.”

“Bat ctt sao?” Ish noi.

“Pung, c lay chuyén vg chong lam vi du. Ho cai nhau, lam tén thwong
tinh cam cua nhau. Tuy nhién, cud6i cung ho dan hoa, bang cach 6m nhau,
tang qua hay la néi v6i nhau nhitng 167 dep dé. Cac co ché hoa giai nay rat
quan trong. Van dé trong quan hé doi dau gitta ngwdi Hindu va Hoi gido &
An Do khong phai chuyén bén nay diing bén kia sai. Ma 1a...”

“Khong c6 co ché hoa giai,” Ish noi.

“Pung, thé nghia la néu cac chinh tri gia d6 dau vao ltra, thi khong c6 linh
ctru hoa dé dap tat. Nghe c6 vé tho 16, nhung Omi ding day. Trong long moi
ngwoi cam thay. Bang cach khéng noi ra, nhitng bat dong khong mat di.
Nhitng phan uat ctt don nén, dén khi boc 16 ra thi qua mudn roi.”

Chung t6i da ra dén duong chinh va dirng lai canh mot hang ban trau cau.
T6i hiéu ra tai sao b6 Ali di ciing chiing t6i. Ong muén an trau sau bita toi.

“Bac nhac Ali dén ding gio nhé,” Ish néi khi ching t6i vay tay chao.

Su6t cad dém t6i ct nghi vé hinh anh nhitng con tinh tinh hén nhau.

kfek

Ali dén dung gio, trong bo do kurta trang. Mot tay n6é cam cudn sach toan,
tay kia cam gay.

“Choi cricket truéc. Bé sach ra,” Ish noi.
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Thang bé giat minh vi chi dao bat ngo dé. T6i duwa né 1én tang va md& ctra.
Ali chon mot ngan tu tréng va bé sach vao. Paresh va Naveen, hai dita bé
khac ciing dén choi cricket. Chiing ciing tam tudi Ali nhung trong khoe hon.

“Cac chang trai, chay vong quanh san hai muoi lan,” Ish ra lénh theo cai
giong si quan hudn luyén. Viéc bon tré phdi chay bao nhiéu vong dugc quyét
dinh mot cach rat tuy nghi. T6i nghi né thich dinh ra liéu lwong thé Iyc dau
tién nay moi ngay.

To6i 1én tang, vao kho an toan dé xem sach cia Ali. Nhitng cuén vé trang
tron. Sach toan thi la danh cho 16p bay, nhung trong nhuw chwa hé dong vao.

T6i buwdc ra ngoai ban cong tang mot. Cac hoc tro dang chay budi sang.

“Gi ca?” Ish néi khi Ali dirng lai sau nam vong.

“Em... khong... thé... chay,” Ali hon hén.

Omi nhéch mép. “Anh ban nay, moi nguwdi & day chay ca tram vong kia.
Em sé chay giita hai coc gon thé nao day? Em khong dinh choi béong sao?”

“Thé nén... em khong... thich cricket,” Ali néi, van thé hon hén. “Ching
ta khong thé ci thé choi luon dugc a?” Ali noi.

“Em phai khéi dong cho &m ngwdi 1én da chi,” Ish néi.

Vi Ali, thé con hon ca lam am nguwoi. Mat né dang nong birng va do l.

Sau gio thé lwc, Ish choi bat béng va chay san. Ish ditng & gitta cam gay,
moi nguwoi ném bong cho n6. N6 danh bong that cao réi bao moi nguoi bat
1ay. Ali khong bao gio rdi khoi vi tri. N6 chi c6 thé bat khi béng dén gan.

“Pugc roi, choi nao,” Ish vo tay. “Paresh, em & doi anh. Ching ta ném
bong trudc. Naveen, em sé ¢ doi Ali va danh bong truée.”

Naveen budc 1én vach danh bong, Ali trd thanh chan chay gitta hai coc
gon. Naveen danh tring pha giao bong thi tw cua Paresh. Ish chay don
béng. Bay la mot pha bong dé, chi can chay hai lwgt dé dang, nhwng sy lwoi
nhac cua Ali nghia la bén cta chiing chi duwgc mot diém. Paresh 1ay ba buéc
chay da va ném bong. Ali danh trung, qua béong tung 1én va bay manh vao
tang mot. O ban cong tAng mat, tdi cdi xudng (dé tranh). Qua béng bay qua
toi va dap vao ctra s phong giam doc chi nhanh.
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Vé madt sitng s& cua Paresh chang kém gi mat Ish, khi Ali ghi diém sau
trong lan danh bong dau tién.

“Nay, chuyén gi thé? Muo6n lam anh hung a?” Ish chay lai Ali.

Ali trong béi réi trwde 16i khién trach.

“Pay khong phai san cricket nhé. Chung ta dang choi trong ngan hang.
Néu béng bay ra va tring phai ngudi, ai sé chiu trach nhiém day? Sé lam sao
néu co gi dé bi vo? Ai sé tra tién day?” Ish quat thao.

Ali van 16 vé ngac nhién.

“Cu danh tot ddy,” Paresh ndi.

“Im di. Nay Ali, anh biét em c6 thé lam dwgc nhw vay. Hay hoc khia canh
khac cua tro choi nay.”

Ali ctt do ra, gan nhu bat khoc.
“OK, nghe nay. Anh xin 16i. Anh khong c6 y...” Ish néi.

“Em chi biét lam nhw thé thoi. Em khong thé lam gi khac dau,” giong Ali
nhu ran vo.

“Bon anh sé day em. Gi@ thi cho anh biét, sao em khong ném bong?”

Hom day Ali khong danh bong nita. Trong nita tiéng tiép theo, Ish cho tap
don gian va co khong la hét. Nira tiéng con lai that khac nghiét, vi lic choi
cricket, Ish nhw mot con tha.

“Em lén tang ldy sach di. Chuing ta sé hoc & san sau,” t6i noi vGi Ali, ltc
nay da mo hoi nhé nhai.

N6 mang sach xudng, va gid chwong dau tién quyén toan. La phan phan
sO va sO thap phan.

Omi mang hai tui sita. “Nay,” n6 dua mot tii cho Ish.

“Cam on,” Ish ndi, va dung miéng xé ra.

“Va day, mot tui nita,” Omi nai.

“Pé lam gi?” Ish néi, sau khi da hdp mot ngum 16n.
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“Pura né cho con bo gay kia,” Omi noi. “May thay canh tay n6 khong?
Chtng con manh hon cd coc gon. May mudn n6 thanh cau tht hay khong
nao?”

“May ty di ma dwa,” Ish cuoi.

Omi day tui sita lai gan Ali r6i bo di.

“Em da hoc phan s6 bao gid chwa?” toi noi.

N6 gat dau.

T6i bdo nod gian wdc 24/64 va no bat dau chia tit s6 va mau so cho hai, roi
chia ti€p cho hai, ci¢ thé. D1 nhién, trong mén toan né thiéu cai tryc gidc ma
n6é cé khi danh bong ghi sau diém. Tuy nhién, b6 n6 bao da c6 gang hét
muc.

“Gap lai ¢ ctta hang nhé,” Ish bao t6i r6i quay sang Ali, “C6 cau hdi nao
vé cricket khong, nha v6 dich?”

“Tai sao moi nguwoi phai chay gitta hai coc gon dé ghi diém?” Ali ndi,
mom gam dau buit.

“DPé la cach ghi diém. Luat choi la thé,” Ish noi.

“Khong, khong phéi. Y em 13 tai sao lai mat cong chay ngugc chay xudi,
mao hiém chiu chan thwong dé kiém dwgc mot, hai diém trong khi ta c6 thé
chi can danh mot cd la ghi dugc sau diém?”

Ish gdi dau. “Hay thac mac mon toan di,” n6 noéi roéi bo di.
Skkk

“Tao hiu roi. Thé hé tré tir 6x dén 8x 1a thé hé kém nhat ctia An D6. Ba
muoi ndm nay 1a ndi xau hé cta ngwdi An,” Ish néi khi ching t6i nim trong
ctra hang.

Chting t6i trdi tham 1én san ctta hang. Gidc ngu la cach tuyét voi dé giét
thoi gian trong budi chiéu vang khach. B4 nay dang mua thi ct va viéc lam
an kha & am. Omi ngdy kho kho, con Ish va to6i ban vé triét hoc nhw moi khi.
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“Cling chang kém thé dau,” t6i néi. “Chting ta da gianh Cup thé gidi nam
1983.”

“Pung, ching ta da choi cricket giodi, nhing do la cricket. Ching ta van
nghéo, van c6 chién tranh, van bau ra cung bon nggm ham quyén lwc chang
lam dugc gi cho dat nudc nay. Cong viéc mo wdc cia moi ngudi la lam cho
nha nwdc, that vai ca lta. Khong ai ddm mao hiém hay tho c6 ra. Toan thung
rong va cac chuyén gia c6 van, cham hét,” Ish noi.

“Va doan xem ai ditng dau? Pang nao? Lai Ii thé tuc vé van ay,” Omi hé
mot mat va tham gia.

“A, dan canh hitu cia may cfing dau c6 t6 chiic gi cho ra hon ma lam viéc
hiéu qua,” Ish nai.

“Ching tao sé lam dwgc. Chiing tao da san sang. Bon may dgi ma xem,
bau ctr sang nam Gujarat sé la ctia chiing tao,” Omi ndi.

“Ma thoi, quén chinh tri di. Quan diém cua tao la thé hé 6x dén 8x da gia,
va ho dang diéu hanh dat nuwdc. Nhuwng thé hé 9x va, ngwdoi ta goi la gi nhi...”

“Ox.”

“Pung, sao ciing dugc. Thé hé Ox, ho suy nghi khac. Nhuwng ching ta
dang chiu sw diéu hanh ctia nhitng ké gia nua ha 1au, khong bao gio lam
dugc gi xitng dang trong nhiém ky cua ho. Thé hé Doordarshan dang diéu
hanh thé hé Star TV,” Ish néi.

T6i vo tay. “Oa, ¢ ctra hang Doi Cricket An d6 tri thitc dwgc cho khong.”

“May cam di. Bung la khong thé tranh luan ¢ day dugc. May nghi chi c6
may mdi la tri thitc. Con tao chi la hudn luyén vién cricket théi,” Ish cau cé.

“Khong, may cling la tri thitc ddy. Tao chi la tri ngua théi. Gio ta ngti mot
lat cho téi khi bon tré phién ha dén ddy,” t6i néi, va nham mat lai.

Gidc ngu cta ching téi nhanh chéong bi quay ray.

“Pi nam ddy, hay nhi. Khi gia thué ré, thi ngudi ban hang di nga,” giong
clia Bittoo Mama khién ching t6i ngdi day hét. Ong ta dang lam quéi gi &
day nhi?
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“Gio nay vang khach, thwva Mama,” Omi vira néi vira kéo ghé ra. N6 ra
hiéu cho t6i di 14y tra. Téi m& hop thu ngan va lay vai xu Ié.

“Tim cai gi an nita nhé,” Mama n6i. T6i gat dau. Gio thi thang khi nao
dang tra tién banh cho Mama day? Tién thué ctta hang khong ré dau, t6i nghi
khi ra khéi ctta hang v6i nu cwoi gia tao. Téi quay vé, mang tra cho moi
nguoi.

Mama dang n6i véi Omi, “Néu bu6i chiéu vang khach thi chadu dén gitp
cau di. Ban chau ciing c6 thé dén. Gianh dugc mot ghé khong phai dé. Bon
thé tuc nay gioi lam.”

“Cau muon chau lam gi?” Omi no6i khi 13y tra trong thung va chuyén cho
moi nguoi.

“Chung ta phai huy dong 16p tré. Trinh bay vé&i ho triét ly ctia ching ta,
canh bao ho trwdc 1 dao dirc gia. Trong thoi gian tranh c, chiing ta can moi
nguwoi giup trong viéc quang b4, td6 chic cac budi mit tinh. Pay viéc can
lam.”

“Lan sau chau sé dén, thwa Mama,” Omi noi.

“Bao ca nhitng nguoi khac nita. Néu chau thdy thanh nién ¢ dén, hay ké
cho ho vé dang cta ching ta. Hay ké cho ho vé ta.”

T6i ditng 1én, thay chan ngan. Pung, t6i c6 thé hiéu dugc viéc nham vao
khach viéng dén, dya trén triét 1y cia dang ho. Nhung khi moi ngudi dén
cau nguyén, c6 nén day ho tham gia chinh tri khong? T6i md s6 ké toan dé
khoi phai nghe.

“Chau sé dén chit?” Mama quay sang Ish.

“Ctra hang can nguoi trong coi. ft nhat 1a mdt ngudi, ngay ca lic ving
khach,” Ish néi. Thang 16i, t6i dang dinh lay c¢ do.

“Con chau, Govind?” Mama noi.

“Chau khong mudn tham gia chuyén d6. Chau la ngudi vo than, cau nhé
khong?” t6i noi, van doc so.

“Nhung day khong phai chuyén ton giao. Ma la chuyén cong ly. Va xét
viéc ching ta cho thué ctta hang nay gia ré nhw vay, chdu mac ng ching ta
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day.”

“Pay khong phai ctra hang cua cau. Me Omi cho chung chau thué. Va vaéi
vi tri nhu @ day, gia thué nhw vay la vira,” toi nai.

“Chi minh con dén la du r6i, Mama. Dhiraj cling sé dén, ding khong?”
Omi noéi, c6 pha vo bau khéng khi cang thang leo thang gitta Mama va toi.
Dhiraj ndm nay mudi bon tudi, con trai cia Mama, va la em ho ctia Omi.

“Xem long kiéu hanh ctia n6 kia! Cai ctra hang ba xu va cai t6i khong 16,”
Mama no6i. “Néu Omi khong & day, thi ta sé tong ching may ra.”

“Khong can phai vay. Ching chau sé roi day sém thoi,” t6i néi khong suy
nghi. Toi khong cuong duwgc. Toi muon néi véi ong ta vao phit choét, ngay
tredc khi chuyén dén khu mua sam Navrangpura. Nhung to6i phat tém cai
giong ké ca ay.

“O, that sao? O dau thé, may s& ddy xe v&i nhitng cay gy va béng nay
a?” Mama noi.

“Bon chau sé chuyén dén khu mua sam Navrangpura. Lic dy cau c6 thé
lay lai ctta hang.”

“Gl cg?” Mama keéu len.

“Thang sau bon chau sé dat coc tién. Sé s& hitu khi ctta hang khai trirong,
trong ba thang nita. Cai ctta hang ba xu nay sé chuyén dén mot ctra hang thé
thao hang nhat,” t6i noi.

Miéng Mama van ha hoc. Nhiéu thang nay, t6i dd mo thdy vé mat nay.

“C0o that khong?” Mama quay sang Omi.

Omi gat dau.

“Tién dat coc la bao nhiéu?” Mama noi.

“Bon muoi ngan. Bon chau tiét kiém dwoc,” t6i noi.

“Chéu tra ¢ day moi thang mot ngan. Néu chau tra theo gia thi truong la
hai ngan, khong thé tiét kiém duwgc nhiéu thé,” Mama néi.

Toi yén lang.

“Sao ca? Gio chau khong néi gi sao?” Mama dirng 1én.
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Toi phai lam sao day? Ding lén va niu chan ong ta a? Toi cling tao viéc
lam cho chau 6ng ta, va mot phan 1gi ngang bang vai to6i. Han r6i, vi Omi la
ban t6i, nhung v&i pham chat nhw n6, khéng ai cho né vi tri nhw vay. Gia
thué ré hon la diéu toi thiéu 6ng ta c6 thé lam.

“Mama 01, bao gi¢ cau can chau,” Omi ndi.

“T6t lam, ta sé gap chau sau,” 6ng ta néi. “Ci¥ nghi ngoi di.”

Ish gio ngon tay gitta 1én khi Mama rdi di. Ro6i chiing t6i nam xuéng va
quay vé gidc ngu.
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“Em lam xong mdy bai anh giao chwa?”

Vidya gat dau. Toi khong thé thdy mat em vi ching téi ng6i canh nhau,
nhung toi biét em da khoc khi em dwa tay 1én lau mat.

T6i m@ cudn va ra. Toi la gia sw, khong phai nguwdi an i.

“Em lam hét chwa?”

Em lac dau.

“Em lam dwgc may bai?”

Em gio bdy ngén tay. Pugc r6i, bdy trén muoi bai cling khong té dau.
Nhung sao em khong noéi gi thé nhi.

“C6 chuyén gi nao?” téi n6i, nham muc dich tro chuyén hon la vi thay
canh em nuwdc mat lung trong.

“Khong sao dau,” em noi, giong thon thitc.

Cai ‘khong sao dau’ ciia mot c6 bé nghia la ‘rat nhiéu’. Thuyc ra, thé nghia
la ‘rat nhiéu va dirng bat em phai n6i.” T6i nghi dén mot cau tra 1oi phu hop
cho cai ‘khong sao dau’ gia tao nay.

“Em muon di rita mat khong?” t6i noi.

“Em 0n ma. Chung ta bat dau di.”

To6i nhin vao mat em. Hang mi em w6t dam. D6i mat em giong y mat ctia
anh trai em. Tuy nhién, mau nau tréong no6i bat hon trén khuon mat sang cta
em.

“Bai thit hai em lam cling ding r6i,” t6i néi, va danh dau vao v@. Theo
thoi quen, suyt nita toi viét chiv “tot”. Thwong khi day tré con, ching rat
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thich khi t6i nhan xét “t6t”, “gioi lam”, hay vé hinh sao 1én cau tra 1oi.
Nhung Vidya dau phai tré con.

“Em lam kha lam,” t6i néi khi kiém tra lai bai lam cta em.

“Xin 16i anh,” em néi va chay vao nha vé sinh. C6 1é em lai v& 6a nuéc
mat. Em quay lai, 1an nay 16p ké 16ng mi da phai va ca khu6n mat wét dam.

“Chung ta khong thé hoc hiéu qua néu em ct lo du thé nay. Hom nay
ching ta hoc nhiéu bai khé hon va...”

“Nhung em khong lo lang. Chi la chuyén Garima va... ma thoi quén di.”

“Garima a?”

“Pung, chi ho ctia em va ciing la ngwdi ban than @ Bombay. Lan treéc em
ké roi.”

“Anh khong nhg,” toi noi.

“T6i qua chi ay bao sang nay sé nhan tin cho em. Bay gio' dén chiéu roi,
thé ma khong thay gi ca. Chi ay bao gio cling vay.”

“Sao em khong nhan tin trueéc?”

“Em khong lam thé dau. Chi dy bado sé nhan. Thé thi chi 4y nén nhan,
dung khong?”

T6i ngady ra nhin em, khong biét dap 10i thé nao.

“Chi dy dang lam cai viéc PR gi quan trong lam, nén chi dy ban ron qua
khong nhan n6i mot dong sao?”

Toi wéc gi céi c6 kia nhan tin ngay cho em di, dé chiing t6i c6 thé bat dau
buoi hoc.

“Lan sau em sé bao chi ay la em c6 viéc thyc sy quan trong va sau dé hai
ngay lién khong goi dién,” em noi.

Mot s0, toi nhac lai 1a chi mot s6, cac c6 gai do dém sy sau dam cua tinh
ban bang mitc d6 cua cac tro choi thao ting cdm xtic ma ho c6 thé 4p dung
vOi nhau.

“Chung ta bat dau nhé?”

“Vang, em thay 6n hon roi. CAm on anh da lang nghe.”
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“Khong sao. Vay bai s6 tdm lam sao thé?” toi noi.

Trong ntta gio ti€p theo, ching tdi chim dam vao xac suat. Khi don hét
tam tri, thi em khong d6t mon toan nhw cai dn twgng ban dau dau. Nhung
hiém khi nao em tap trung duwgc qua nam phut. Co lac em phai thay but. Sau
do thi em phai thao kep téc ra va kep lai. Muoi lam phtt sau, em can cai goi
dva lung. Sau do6, me em mang tra va banh quy vao phong, vay la ctt sau ba
muoi gidy em lai phai nham nhép. Ay thé nhung, chiing t6i van miét mai cay
cudc. Sau bon muoi phit, em day ghé ra.

“Pau em nhu bia bé. Ca doi em chwa bao gid lam toan nhiéu ma lién tuc
thé nay. Chung ta nghi mot 14t nhé?”

“Vidya, chung ta chi con hai mwoi phut thoi,” toi noi.

Em ding thang ngwoi, mat chép chdp. “Ching ta c6 thé nghi nam phut
gitta gio' dugc khong? Khong nén hoc toan lau nhw thé. Khong tét cho anh
dau.”

Em bo but sang mot bén va budng toc ra. Mot lon toc x0a 1én canh tay toi.
Toi rut tay lai.

“Em 6n thi cAc mon khac dén dau ro6i? Em khong ghét mon khoa hoc
chi¥?” t6i néi. T6i mudn gid gidi lao phai bo ich.

“Em thich khoa hoc. Nhung cach ngudi ta day mon nay, chan lam.” Vidya

7.

noi.

“Nhu thé nao?”

“Nhur cai tai liéu hwéng dan 6n thi vao treong y dy, ngudi ta ¢ hang ngan
cau hoi trac nghiém. Anh tra 16i cho hét thi anh m&i da kha nang lam bac si.
bay khong phai la cach em nghi vé khoa hoc.”

“A, ching ta dau dugc lya chon. Trudng t6t thi it ma canh tranh lai khéc
nghiét.”

“Em biét. Nhung mdy ngudi ra dé thi ay, em tw hdi ngudi ta ¢6 to mo vé
mon héa hoc nita khong. Hay ho chi nhoi nhét cac phan ¢ng? Hay ho c6 bi
no lam mé hoac khong? Co6 bao gio ho nhin bitc twgng da va tw hoi trong co
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vé tinh vay thoi, nhung bén trong bitc twong la rat nhiéu proton dang lac I,
va cac electron thi quay dién dao xung quanh.”

T6i nhin vao d6i mat sang ctia em. T6i wéc ching sé sang nhw vay khi toi
day em mon x4c suat.

“That ky diéu, phai khong?” t6i néi.

“Hay vé mon sinh hoc. Nghi ma xem,” em noéi va cham canh tay toi. “Cai
gi day?”

“G1 c0?” toi noi, rut tay lai khi tiép xtc véi em.

“Pay la da cua anh. Anh c6 biét c6 mot cong dong vi khuan séng & day
khong? Co hang triéu ca thé song - dang an, dang sinh san, dang chét ngay
trén nguwdi chung ta. Thé ma chiing ta khéng bao gid ban khoan. Tai vi sao?
Ching ta chi quan tam nhoi nhét vao dau mét 16p biéu bi, vi ¢ ky thi hang
ndm nguoi ta hoi thir dé.”

Toi khong biét noéi gi véi co bé nay. Co 1€ t6i chi nén day nhitng dita bay
tuoi.

“Co6 mot so sach tham khdo b ich ngoai sach gido khoa ddy,” t6i bao em.

“Vay u?”

“Pung, em c6 thé mua & chg sach Law Garden. Ching di thang vao
nhitng khai niém. Anh c6 thé tim giip néu em muon. Héi bd me em c6 chiu
chi tién khong.”

“Di nhién, b6 me em sé cho ma. Néu vi viéc hoc hanh, ho sé chi dién
cuong. Nhung em di cung anh dugc khong?”

“Khong, em khong phai di dau. Anh sé lay hoa don ve.”

“Gi cg?”

“Nh& dau em quan tam anh mua sach hét bao nhiéu.”

“Anh ngd ngan hay sao thé? Pé sé la khoang thw gian thu vi. Ching ta sé
di cung nhau.”

“T6t thoi. Hay lam cac bai tdp con lai. Ching ta nghi mat mwoi lam phut

»

roOi.
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Toi két thic mot loat bai, va giao cho em mudi bai tap khac. Bién thoai
cta em kéu bip khi t6i ditng day ra vé. Em hoi ha vo lay. “Garima ddy,” em
noi va dong sap ctra sau lung toi.

T6i dang budc ra thi Ish vé nha.

“Nay, budi hoc thé nao? Con bé nay ngoc lam, chac la kho nhi,” Ish néi,
ngwoi n6 day mo hoi sau gio tap.

“Khong t6i, né tiép thu nhanh lam,” t6i n6i. T6i khéng biét tai sao, nhung
nhin Ish ngay lic ay lam tim t6i dap loan xa. T6i ban khoan cé nén ké cho
no6 nghe vé dy dinh di cing Vidya dén Law Garden mua sach khong. Nhung
nhu thé that ng6c, t6i nghi. Toi khong phai giai thich moi chuyén véi no.

“Tao tim ra cach ché ngy Ali roi,” Ish néi.

“Lam thé nao?”

“Luc dau c dé n6 danh béng ghi bon diém sau. R6i n6 nhw ching ta
thoi.”

Toi gat.

“Nhung nhitng dita khac sé thdy buc minh. Ching nghi tao wu ai cho tro
nay.” Ish noi them.

“Chung la tré con ma. Birng lo,” toi n6i va ty héi minh con tiép chuyén né
bao 1au nita, va thé quai nao ma t6i thay t6i 16i thé nhi?

“U. Mot s6 hoc trd thdat dic biét, ding khong?” Ish cudi khiic khich.
Trong mot phan tich tac, to6i cam giac nhuw né dang choc tirc téi. Khong, day
la chuyén Ali thoi. T6i khong c6 hoc sinh dac biét nao ca.

“U. Ma nay, tao phai di day. Me tao can gidp lam mot don hang tiéc cuéi
16n.”

No6i xong, t6i sai budc nhanh, thoat khoi tam mat ctia né. Dau t6i lac lw
nhw nhitng electron trong bitc twgng da tai dén thd nha Omi.

kfesk
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Hom chung t6i di Law Garden, em mdc ao chikan salwar kameez mau
trang. Trén vat vdy mau cam va dai khan mau dé cé nhitng qua chuéng dong
bé xiu. Ching phat thanh tiéng moi khi tay em dong day. C6 biéu hién trang
diém hoi dam. Mo6i em sang béng, va t6i khong cudng lai n6i, c¢ nhin cham
vao.

“Son bong ddy. Co6 dam lam khong?” em néi e de, dwa ngon tay xoa lén
moi. Sat phia moi trén cua em, & bén phai, 1a mot n6t rudi rat mo. T6i quay
mat di va nhin nhitng chiéc 6 t6 trén duong. Bung bao gio, ding bao gio
nhin vao mat em, t6i trach mang ban than.

“Hiéu sach kia roi,” to6i n6i khi ching t6i dén noi.

Hiéu sach Pai hoc ¢ Navrangpura la thanh duwong cho nhitng con mot
sach trong thanh phd. Gan nhw moi khach hang 1a nhitng sinh vién thiéu
ngu, nhitng ké nhiét tinh thai qua ludn thay bao nhiéu vat ly lugng t¥ hay
gidi tich cling déu la khong da. Khong cé so liéu thong ké, nhung t6i dam
chac bat cit ai qua dwgc ky thi dau vao treong ky thuat hodc truwong y &
thanh pho déu da tirng ghé qua hiéu sach nay.

Bén hang la mot nguwoi trung nién, 6ng ta nhin Vidya qua cdp kinh mat.
Em c6 1€ la ngwoi hap dan nhat tirng dén day trong thang nay. Nhitng hoc
sinh on thi vao trwong y khong td6 son mau bong nhu vay.

“A hém, xin 16i,” t6i ndi khi ngwdi ban hang lwét nhin Vidya tir dau dén
chan.

“Govind beta, that vui dugc gap chéau,” 6ng néi. C6 mot cach hitu hiéu dé
dam nguoi gia tranh bi quy 1a phéng dang, 4y 1a coi ban nhw con cai ho. Ong
ta biét tén toi ti khi t6i dwgc mot tram diém & ky thi t6t nghiép. Trong bai
phéng van trén béo chi, toi di gi6i thiéu hiéu sach cta dng ta. Ong ta cét to
bdo ra roi treo 1én dén tan hai nam sau. Mo6i lan mua sach t6i van dwgc giam
hai lam phan tram.

“Chu ¢6 cudn hoéa hoc hitu co cua L. G. Wade khong?” t6i ndi. Lé ra toi
sé noi vai cau chuyén van, nhung t6i muon tranh no6i vé Vidya. Qua that, toi
con khéng muon 6ng ta nhin Vidya.
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“A, c6,” nguoi ban hang néi, bt ngd trwe vé lanh nhat cia toi.

“Sach hoa hoc, bia c6 nhitng qua cau do va trang,” ong hét 1én v6i mot
nhan vién.

“Cu6n nay hay lam,” t6i néi va vo vao bia, roi dua cho Vidya. “Nhitng
cudn hoéa hoc khac phai ghi nhé qua nhiéu. Cudn nay chi gidi thich nguyén
tac thoi.”

Vidya cam cu6n sach trén tay. Mong tay son do cia em cung mau vGi cac
nguyeén tw trén bia.

“Th gid xem em c6 thich khong,” toi noi.

Em 14t qua vai trang. Nguoi ban hang nhiu may. Ong ta dang héi tdi vé c6
bé. Pay la ly do tai sao ngudi ta nghi Ahmedabad la mot thi tran nho du cé
nhiéu toa nha cao tang. D6 la béi tam 1y con nguwoi.

“Hoc tro, chau lam gia sw,” t6i tham thi dé théa man sy to mo, cho ong ta
khoéi phai mat ngt suét phan doi con lai. Ong ta gat dau chdp nhan. Tai sao
mdy nguoi gia ndy ctr ché mili vao viéc cua chiing téi nhi? Thir nghi ma
xem, néu 6ng ta cdp ké vdi ba ba gia thi cé ai quan tam dau?

“Néu anh bao cuén nay hay, thi em sé chon,” em néi, thoi khong xem
thém nita.

“T6t 1am, con mon vat ly, em da doc Resnick va Halliday chwa?”

“0, ¢6 lan em thdy cuén d6 & nha ban. Nhung muc luc sach 1am em nan
qua. N6 qua hi-fi voi em.”

“‘Hi-fi’ nghia la sao? N6 nam trong chuwong trinh hoc cia em day, em
phai hoc cudn nay,” t6i noi, giong nghiém khac.

“Ho c6 hwdng dan hay gi d6 khong?” em noi, hoan toan phét 16 nhan xét
cua toi.

“Hudng dan la mot thir dwong tat thoi. Ching c6 thé giai mot s6 bai nhat
dinh. Nhung em can hiéu cac khai niém.”

Nguoi ban hang mang ra cuén sach Resnick va Halliday, bia mau cam va
den. Bung, cai bia qua c6 dang sg va lai té nhat nita, von la thit chi cé &
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nhitng cudn sach vat ly.

“Em sé khong hiéu dau. Nhung néu anh muon, thi ci¥ mua di,” Vidya
thuan long.

“Di nhién la em sé hiéu. Chu oi, cha c6 sach M. L. Khanna vé mon toan
khong?”

T6i c6 thé thay vé bat man cta 6ng ta khi bi toi goi la chi, nhung phai cé
ngwoi nhac nhd o6ng ta vé tudi tac chu.

“Sach toan cta Khanna,” nguwoi ban hang quat len. Nhan vién ctia ong ta
16i ra cu6én sach mau vang va den. Néu Resnick va Halliday dang sg, thi M.
L. Khanna ding la Thay phu thuy. Trén doi nay t6i chwa thady cuon sach nao
day hon, va moi mot trang day nhitng bai toan khé nhat qua dat. That tha vi
khi mot ngwoi co céi tén than thién nhw M. L. Khanna lai c6 thé lam vay vai
hoc sinh ctia dat nwdc nay.

“Cai gi day?” Vidya néi va c6 dung tay trdi nang cudn sach lén. Em
khong lam dugc. Em dung ca hai tay va cudi cung ciing nang duwgc cuén
sach day muoi lam phan 1én. “Em hai that ddy, cai gi day? Vi khi hanh hung
a?”

“N6 dé cap hét moi chu dé,” téi n6i, dung cac ngon tay phai do do day
cuon sach, bon ngén tay khong du.

Em ké ban tay em vao dé ho trg.

“Sau, day sau ngon tay,” em noi nhe nhang.

T6i it tay ra, sg ong chu kia lai nhiu may, hay té hon ong ta cling bé tay
1én tay ching t6i dé do do day cudn sach.

“Pirng lo, dé thi vao truong y em chi can hoc vai chua dé thoi,” t6i cam
doan vGi em.

Chung t6i tra tién sach, va bwdc ra ctra hiéu.

Chtng t6i tan bd trén phd chinh Navrangpura. Cita hang méi cua t6i chi
cach hai tram mét. T6i néng long mudn dén xem.

“Gio0 thi sao day?” em noi.
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“Chang sao cd, vé nha théi,” t6i néi va tim mot cai xe buyt.

“Anh Iic nao cling chan chét thé a?” em noi.

“Em bdo gi co?” toi noi.

“Dairy Den & goc dang kia. Em dang do6i,” em noi.

“Em dang doéi. N6i that, em déi mudn chét day nay,” em dwa mot tay 6m
bung. Em deo ba chiéc nhan, moi chiéc mot kiéu dang khac nhau, va c6
nhiéu hat kim sa da sac.

T6i tim cho khuat nhat trong Dairy Den. Chac chan khong ai trong cai
khu pho wa budn chuyén cta ching t6i dén cai quan thoi thwgng xi tin nay,
nhung can trong cling khong thira. Néu mot nha cung cap thay téi ¢ Dairy
Den, t0i sé bi danh dong v&i moi thang cu sanh diéu & Ahmedabad. T6i sé
khong bao gio c6 dugc gia tot khi mua bong cricket.

To6i cling thdy doi. Nhung khong thé so dugc v6i cd nang nit hoang kich
nghé tredc mat. Em goi banh pizza dac biét ctia nha hang, mén nay lu6n san
c6 trong moi quan Dairy Den. Tat ca moén an déu la dé chay, nhw nguwoi dan
Ahmedabad wa thich.

“Nhitng cudn sach nay thuwe sy la cao cdp day,” em noéi, chi vao cai tai
bong.

“Chung la sach kinh dién vé khoa hoc ddy,” t6i ndi.

Em nhiu may. “Co6 ai gidi thich cho em tai sao & x¥ nay 17 tudi phai doc
sach kinh dién vé khoa hoc khéng?”

T6i nhun vai. Toi khong co6 cau tra 16i cho nhitng hoc tro lwoi nhac.

Pizza da mang ra. Chung t6i yén lang va bat dau an. T6i nhin em. Em
budc téc, dé toc khdi vieong vao banh pizza hay pho mat. Em 1ay dai khan
trén ban bo l1én ghé. Biéu tuyét voi & cac co gai ay la ca trong lic ngung
cudc tro chuyén, ban c6 thé nhin ho ma khéng biét chan.

Em quay ngang khi nhan ra c6 hai thang nhéc phia xa dang nhin em.
Ciing chang ngac nhién, vi em la c¢6 gai xinh nhat, n6i bat hon han trong
quan Dairy Den nay. Tai sao lai c6 it c6 gai xinh vay nhi? Tai sao sy tién
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héa khong nhan ra rang dan 6ng thich phu ni* xinh dep va r6i sinh ra hét
thay phu nit déu dep di nhi?

Em ma@ dién thoai xem c6 tin nhan md&i khong. Thyc ra cling chang can
phai lam thé vi em dat chuéng con to hon ca chuéng bao chdy. Em xan ong
tay 4o 1én roi ldy mot miéng pizza. Em dung ngoén tay dé vét dai pho mat roi
ra, quét vao lat banh. Cudi cing em can mot miéng.

“Um, sao nao?” em pha v& sy yén ling. “Chiing ta c6 dugc phép néi gi
ngoai cha dé khoa hoc khong?”

“Di nhién,” t6i néi. T6i tri'ng mat nhin mdy thang nhéc & ban bén kia.
Chung khong dé y t4i toi.

“Tudi tac ching ta khéng cach biét qua dau. Ching ta c6 thé la ban, anh
biét ddy,” em noi.

“U,” t6i néi, “ciing khé nhi?”

“Kho a? Anh thtt cho mot ly do xem nao?”

“Anh sé cho bon ly do: Mot anh la thay gido em; hai em la em gai ban
than cta anh; ba, em tré hon anh, va bon, em la con gai.”

To6i thay that ngoc khi trinh bay 1y do ma danh s6 nhw thé. L mot sach
khong gay an tuwgng dugc vdi bon gai cling la c6 ly cd. Bon ho khong biét
cach noi chuyén.

Em bat cwoi, vi nhao t6i hon la hua theo.

“Xin 16i vi liét ké thé nhé. Pau 6c anh khong thoat khéi nhitng con so
dwoc,” toi noi.

Em van cwoi. “DPiéu do6 ciing cho em thdy mét diéu: Anh da nghi ky vé
chuyén nay roi. Nghia la, anh da tinh dén mot tinh ban tiém nang.”

Toi gitt yen lang.

“Em dua thoi,” em néi va vo vO vao ban tay t6i. Em c6 thdi quen an ui
nguwoi khac bang cach cham vao ho. Vé&i ngudi binh thuwong thi nhw vay cha
sao, nhung vdi ké bénh hoan nhw t6i, phu nit cham vao khién t6i phan khich
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chit khéng phdi dwgc an ti. Téi cdm thay théi thiic mudn nhin vao mat em.
Nhung thay vi thé t6i nhat quyét nhin vao chiéc banh pizza.

“Noi that nhé, anh nén c6 mot nguoi ban dy phong,” em noi.

“Cai gi dv phong ca?”

“Anh, Ish va Omi than nhau qua. Nhu thé cac anh da biét nhau ti khi con
la tinh trung.”

Miéng t6i ha hoc vi tir cudi ctia em. Vidya dang ra phai la c6 em gai nho
su6t ngay choi bup bé cua Ish chi. Em hoc cai kiéu néi ay & dau nhi?

“Xin 16i nhé, y em la Ish va Omi la ban than cda anh. Nhing néu ho khién
anh thdy ngita mong... 6i, muén kéu ca, thi anh sé chia sé v@i ai day?”

“Anh khong can kéu ca vé ban bé minh,” t6i néi.

“Thoi nao, ho hoan hao thé a?”

“Khong ai hoan héo ca.”

“Nhuw Garima va em ciing than. Ching em néi chuyén mot ngay hai lan.
Nhung do6i khi chi dy cling phét 10 em di, hay n6i chuyén vGi em nhu kiéu
em la con bé tinh 1é. Em ghét nhw vay, nhung chi dy van la ban than cua

»

em.

“Va?” t6i néi. Bon con gai ct thich néi vong vo. Cling nhw mot bai dai so,
phai mat vai budc mdi vao diém chinh duoc.

“Va, ké cho anh nghe chuyén do, xa bét, nhu thé nay, lam em thay dé chiu
hon. Va em c6 thé tha thit cho chi dy. Nén, du chi ay la ban than hon, thi anh
van la ban dv phong ctia em.”

Néu em ciing ap dung tri 6c vao moén todn nhiéu nhw thé, thi sé chang ai
ngan duge em thanh nha phau thuat ca. Nhung Vidya, ngudi c6 thé phan tich
vi m6 hang gio lién vé cdc moi quan hé, sé khong chiu mé cudon M.L.
Khanna ra dé citu doi minh dau.

“Thoi nao, anh c6 gi phai kéu ca vé ban than ctia anh khéng?”

“Ban anh ciing dong thoi 1a déi tac lam an cua anh. Phitc tap lam,” t6i
nging lai. “Doi khi anh khéng nghi ho hiéu viéc lam an. Hay c6 1€ ho hiéu,
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nhung ho khong hiéu niém dam mé kinh doanh cta anh.”

Em gat dau. T6i yéu cai gat dau dé. Lan dau tién c6 ngwoi gat dau trudc
diéu ma t6i caAm nhan sau sac.

“La thé nao?” em khich 1é t6i noi tiép.

Trong vong mdy mau pizza con lai, toi ké hét cho em nghe. T6i ké vé cira
hang cta ching t6i, va cach t6i quan ly moi thi. Lam thé nao t6i m& rong
kinh doanh sang ca gia si va huan luyén thé thao. T6i ké em nghe vé thoi
quen kho chiu cuaa Ish la gidm gia cho bon tré va sy ngo nghéch ctia Omi
trong bat cit diéu gi c6 lién hé xa x6i t6i nhitng con s6. Va cubi cung, toi ké
em vé gidc mo cuda toi - thoat khoi thanh pho cili nay va c6 mot civa hang méi
trong khu mua sam gan diéu hoa nhiét do.

“Navrangpura,” em néi, “gan day phai khong?”

“U,” t6i néi, khi nguc toi phinh ra ca chuc phan.

Em thay tia 1ap lanh trong mat t6i, vi t6i co thé thay né phan chiéu trong
mat em.

“That t6t 1a anh da khong vao trueong ky thudt. Du em chac anh sé thi do,”
em noi.

“Anh khong twdng tuwgng noi minh sé lam viéc trong van phong. Phai xa
me, bo mdc ba lam lung mot minh cling khong phai mot lwa chon.”

T6i da md long véi em hon véi bat ky ai khac trude day.

Chuyén nay khong 6n, t6i trdch moc ban than. T6éi nham lai trong dau bon
1y do roi chi tay vao chong sach.

“Em can lam ban v&i nhitng cuén sach nay hon la lam ban véi anh,” t6i
noi va goi tinh tién.

ke

“M0i vao,” mot cod gai trd 10i khi Ishaan nhan chuéng ctra mot nha cung
cap. Chung t6i dén mua gay mdi va stra cac gay cii.
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Ra md ctra la Saira, c6 con gai muwoi tdm tudi cia nha cung cap Pandit-ji.

“B0 em dang thay do, cac anh cé thé doi trong ga ra,” c6 noi, va dwa cho
ching t6i chia khoa kho cua Pandit-ji. Chiing t6i vao ga ra va ngoi trén ghé
g0. Ish quang dong gy can stta 1én san nha.

Co s& cung cap hang thé thao Pandit nam & Ellisbridge. Chu co sé nay,
ong Girijai Pandit, c6 phong riéng ngay canh. Nam nam trudc day ong ta co
mot nha may 16n & Kashmir chuyén san xuat gay. D6 1a trwedc thoi diém 6ng
ta bi phién quan tong ra khéi thanh phé qué nha, bon ho cho éng ta lwa chon
hodc 1a git mang séng hodc gitt lai nha mdy. Ngay nay, 6ng cam thay may
man khi la mot nha cung cdp nhé & Ahmedabad va gia dinh van con s6ng.

“Nguwoi Kashmir co nwdc da sang that,” tdi noi cho c6 chuyeén.

“May thich con bé day,” Ish nhe rang.

“May dién a?”

“Nuwdc da sang ha?” Ish bat dau cuoi.

“Nguoi anh em Govind, khach hang tuyét nhat cda t6i,” Pandit-ji n6i khi
ong buéc vao kho, nguwdi con thom tho sau khi tim. Ong moi chiing t6i qua
hanh xanh. Trong kinh doanh, lam ngwdi mua that tuyét. Nguoi ta luén chao
don ban.

“Bon chau can sau gay, nhitng cai nay can stta,” toi noi.

“Ldy mudoi hai cai di nguwdi anh em Govind,” 6ng néi va mé ra mot cai
hom gb, “sép t6i 1a tran dau An D6 - Uc, nhu cau sé cao 1am.”

“Q thanh phé cil thi khong dau,” tdi néi.

Ong m& hom gd va 1dy mot cai gay boc trong ni long. Ong m& 16p boc ra.
N6 c6 mui cay liéu con twoi. D6i khi nguwoi lam gdy dung hwong liéu nhan
tao dé cac gdy mdi c6 mui thom hon, nhwng Pandit-ji dung cay liéu that.

Ish kiém tra gdy. N6 dén hop va kiém tra nhitng cai khac xem c6 vét ran
va sttt mé gi khong.

“Cai gdy tot nhat trong 16 hang la danh cho ciu day, ngwoi anh em
Govind,” Pandit-ji mim cwdi nong hau.
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“Gia bao nhiéu,” toi noi.

“Ba tram.”

“Chua dua a?”

“Khong bao gio,” ong thé thot.

“Hai tram nam muai,” toi noi, “gia cudbi cung.”

“Nguoi anh em Govind, thoi diém nay kho khan lam. Gia dinh em ho t6i
méi tir Kashmir dén, ho da mat tat cad. T6i c6 thém nam miéng an nita phai
nuoi, cho t4i khi em ho t6i tim dwgc viéc lam va cho 6.”

“Tat ca déu song trong phong do6 a?” Ish to mo.

“Lam sao dwgc? Chu dy tirng c6 mot can nha cap bon & Srinagar va mot
co s@ kinh doanh quéd hanh da nam muoi nam. Gio hay xem cai thoi dai nao
day, chu ta bi dudi ra khéi chinh nha minh,” Pandit-ji thé dai va 1ay nhiing
cai gay can stta ra khoi tudi coi.

To6i ghét lam an ma can thong cam. Ching toi ngad gia la hai tram bay
muoi sau may luwgt doi co mac ca nita. “Xong ” t6i ndi va lay tién ra. Lic
nay t6i da buon ban ca nghin dong, nhung twdng twong rang giao dich ca
tram nghin hay chuc triéu cting khong khac 1am dau.

Pandit-ji nhan tién, xoa xoa tién lén cai ban thd nhd, réi mdi cho vao tui.
Vi Than cta 6ng da bat 6ng trd mot cai gia dat trong doi, nhung 6ng van
cam thdy biét on vi than dy. T6i khong bao gio hiéu ndi niém tin tuyét doi
cda cac tin do. Cé 1é lam ngudi vo than, toi da dé 16 mat th gi do.
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TAM

Ali dén tap mudn hai mwoi phut. Moéi phit cham tré déu lam Ish tic t6i
them.

“Em dang mac 4o ngu kurta day, do tap cia em dau?” Ish gao lén khi Ali
buwdc vao luc 7 gio 20 sang.

“Xin 16i, em day mudn. Em khong c6 thoi gian va...”

“Chay quanh san di,” Ish ndéi va ditng giita san.

Khi Ali chay du s6 vong quanh san, Ish thao cdy gdy mdi dwa cho thang
bé.

“Cua em day, ma@i toanh, mua tir Kashmir. Co6 thich khong?”

Ali gat dau tho 0. “Hom nay em nghi sém dwgc khong?”

“Tai sao?” Ish cau kinh

“0 khu nha em c6 cudc thi bi.”

“Con cricket thi sao?”

Ali nhtn vai.

“Luc dau thi em dén muon, roi em lai mudn vé sém. Choi bi thi c6 gi hay
nao?” Ish néi khi né ra hiéu cho thang bé ditng vao vach danh bong. Mot
trong ba thang bé khac lam ngwdi ném bong.

“Chung ta sé bat dau tap bat béng. Ali, khong dugc danh, dé cho ho bat.”

Kha nang tv kiém soat ctia Ali t6t hon sau vai thang tap luyén. Ish da day
né choi phong tht va tranh phai roi san s6m. V§6i ché do an va tap luyén tot
hon, sttc bén ctia Ali da cai thién. N6 da du sttc dé danh béng thay vi dwa
vao dong luc san c6 cua bong. Co lan Ali danh dwgce nam lan béong trong
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trang thai tw chd, né c6 thé tang do tap trung dé sir dung tai nang cua minh.
Meo nay la nham s dung kha nang cia né & mitrc do van ghi diém, nhung
khong phai roi vach danh béng sém. Mot lan danh bong nhw vay trong mot
vong ném béng da on. Gio Ish mudn n6é danh dwgc hai lan nhw vay trong
mot vong ném.

“Chuyén. Paras danh béng, Ali bat bong,” Ish quat sau ba vong ném béng.
Ali khong bat dwgc pha béng nao ca. That vong, né ném gay 1én vach.

“Nay, can than chit. Gy méi day,” Ish noi.

Paras danh béng cho Ali bat, nhung tay Ali con ban niu day quan. Qua
béng roi thup xudng dat.

“Em ngu gat a?” Ish noi nhung Ali 10 di.

Ba qua bong tiép theo, Paras c6 y dé Ali bat béng.

“Nay, Ali, bat di,” Ish gao 1én tir vi tri trong tai.

Ali thoc mot tay vao tdi. N6 nhan ra Ish dang nhin cham minh, va thang
bé vut gio tay 1én. Hai buwdc th6i va han n6 cé thé bat duwge bong. Nhung no
khong bat dugc, va bong rét xuong dat.

“Nay,” Ish lac manh vai Ali. “DPang mo ha?”

“Em muon vé s6m,” Ali ndi, tay xoa vai.

“Tap xong cai da.”

“Gay nay, Ali,” Paras n6i khi dén gan Ali.

“Khong, n6 phai bat bong,” Ish néi.

“Khong sao dau, anh Ish. Em biét cdu 4y mudn danh bong,” Paras néi va
dwa gay cho Ali. “Va em mu6n tdp bat bong nhiéu hon. Em can tap cho tot
dé chuan bi cho tran dau & truong.”

Ali cam gdy, budc dén vach danh bong ma khong nhin 1én. Bo6i rdi trueéc
su lao 1éu dy, Ish héi tiéc da nuong chiéu cau bé co6 tai nay - khi thi tang gay,
Iic thi tang do tap khac.

Ish cho phép Ali danh béng, vi Paras khang khang doi. “Dé Paras bat
béng, danh béng nhe thoi, vé bén trai.”
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Bong bay dén, Ali quat manh. Nhu tinh than cta nd, qua bong bay ra khéi
khuon vién ngan hang. “Em mu6n vé.” Cap mat xanh cta Ali nhin cham
cham Ish.

“Anh khong quan tam cai giai bi ng@ ngan kia. Chwa c6 tay choi bi nao
tr@ thanh nguoi vi dai ca,” Ish quat.

“Vang, anh cting c6 bao gio vi dai dugc dau,” Ali noi.

Oi troi, bon tré va nhitng sy that cay ding. Ish ditng hinh. Canh tay né run
ray. Can gio hoan hdo nhu cai gay cua Ali, tay phai cta Ish vung 1én va tat
vao mat Ali that manh. Sttc manh cu tat va ca sy bat ngo khién Ali nga
xubng dat.

Moi nguoi déng bat day khi nghe tiéng tat.

Ali ng6i bét va hon hén ngan nhitng giot nwdc mat.

“Vé ma choi tro bi khon kiép ctia may di,” Ish néi va giang thém mot cai
tat nita. T6i chay dén phia sau va kéo tay Ish. Ali bat khéc. T6i cii xuong do
Ali Ién. T6i c6 6m nd, vabi tw cach la mot gia su toan it nghiém khac hon. N6
gat toi ra.

“Bi di,” Ali vira noi vira khoc, n6 dung doi chan ti xiu dap t6i, “Em khong
can anh.”

“Ali, im nao. Ptng 1én di, chung ta lam nhitng bai toan vui,” toi noi.
Chac, vGi mot dira tré vira bi danh thi n6i thé chang thich hop dau.

“Em khong muon lam toan,” Ali trirng mat nhin t6i.

“0, khong muén bit béng. Khong muén 1am toan. Thing quéi vat ludi
nhac chi muon chaoi bi sudt ngay,” Ish thét ra.

Toi cdm thay Ish that ngdc di tranh cai véi mot dita bé mudi hai tudi.

“Moi nguoi vé nha di, ngay mai chiing ta sé tap,” toi ndi.

“Khong, ching ta phai...,” Ish néi.

“Ish, vao trong ngan hang di,” toi noi.

“Em khong thich anh ta,” Ali néi, van nwéc mat gian giua.
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“Ali, cr xt cho ngoan nao. Khong dwogc néi véi huan luyén vién ctia minh
nhw thé. Gio em vé di,” toi noi.

T6i thd ra mot hoi dai khi moi ngwdi da ra vé. Cé 1é Thugng dé ctr toi dén
day lam bao mau cho moi nguai.

kR

“May bi sao thé? N6 la dita tré thoi ma,” t6i ndi véi Ish sau khi moi nguoi
da ra vé. To6i vao bép pha nwdc chanh cho Ish, dé né binh tinh lai. Ish ngoi
canh toi.

“Thang oat con, n6 nghi n6 co tai nang,” Ish noi.

“Pung thé,” t6i ndi va dwa do uong cho né, “nay, may goi mua binh gas
khac nhé. Binh nay gan hét r6i,” t6i néi. Ching t6i c6 bép dau, nhung nidu
bang bép dau qua la dau kho.

Chung t6i dén khu vie cho titng danh cho khach cia ngan hang, va ngoi
1én x6 pha. Ish van khong néi gi. N6 dang kim nén gi d6. T6i khong chac co6
phai la nwéc mat khong, vi t6i chwa bao gio thay Ish khoc ca.

“Tao khong nén danh n6,” n6 noéi sau khi uéng ntra coc nuéc.

To6i gat dau.

“Nhung may thdy thai do ctia n6 khong? ‘Anh cling c6 bao gio vi dai
duwgc dau.” May c6 thé tuwdng twong dugce néu tao néi véi hudn luyén vién
cua tao nhu vay khong?”

“N6 md&i muoi hai tudi. Chap n6 lam gi.”

“N6 chang quan tdm dau. N6 mang trong minh tai nang dé lot vao doi
tuyén quéc gia. Nhung né chi muon choi may vién bi khon kiép dé thoi.”

“No thich choi bi ma. N6 khong thich cricket, chwa thich.”

Ish uéng hét céc nuwéc, va bo cai coc nhya vao bén bép. Ching tdi khda
ctta chinh ngan hang va khéa cong, roi vé ctta hang.
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“That déch céng bang,” Ish n6i. “Tao da mat nhiéu nam quan quat. Tao twr
bé twong lai vi tro choi nay. Khong dwgce gi cd. Con thang bé nay sinh ra da
c6 tai nang ma no6 déch quan tam.”

“Y may khong duoc gi ca 1a sao? May 1a cau tha giéi nhét & trudng trong
nhiéu nam.”

“Ping, ¢ truong Do thi Belrampur, thé chang khac nao bao Vidya la
Preity Zinta™ trong khu pho nha tao. Ai quan tam chit?”

“Gi c0?” toi néi va khong ngan ndéi nu cuwoi.

“Khong sao, ba c6 nha tao c6 lan goi né thé day, va ci tréu n6 suot,” Ish
no6i. Tinh than nhe nhom di do6i chut.

Chtng t6i vé gan ctra hang. Ngoi dén hién ra tredc mat.

“Tai sao Thuwgng dé lam nhw vay ha Govind?” Ish noi.

“Lam gi?”

“Cho mot s6 nguwoi qua nhiéu tai nang. Va nhitng nguwoi nhu tao lai chang
co gi.”

“May cé tai day chit.”

“Khong du. Khong nhiéu nhw Ali. Tao yéu tro choi nay, nhung lai chang
c6 tai. Tao da no lyc - moi sang thirc day tir 4 gio, luyén tap hang tiéng dong
ho, ro6i luyén tdp, va luyén tap. Tao tir bo hoc hanh, gio nghi ma xem, tir bo
ca twong lai nita. R6i thang bé choi bi nay xuat hién, né c6 tai kinh di. Tao
khong bao gio c6 thé nhin qua béng va vut bong nhuw Ali. Tai sao ha
Govind?”

Tiép tuc lam c6ng viéc bao mau véi ban bé, t6i phai c6 tra 161 moi cau héi
ngd ngan cda né. “Tao khong biét. Troi phua tai nang cho mdt nguwdi binh
thuong dé nguwdi do cé thé trd nén phi thuwong. Tai nang la cach duy nhat dé
ngwoi ngheo trd nén giau c6. Néu khong, trén thé gidi nay nguwdoi giau van sé
giau va nguoi nghéo van sé nghéo. Sy bat cong vé tai nang nay thuc ra lai
tao dugc sy can bang, no gitp thé gigi tré nén cong bang,” t6i nbi. T6i suy
tw doi chut vé nhan dinh ctia minh.
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“Vay sao n6 khong quan tam? Bi a? May c6 tin noi thang bé nay thich
choi bi hon khong?”

“N6 chwa nhan ra né c6 thé dugc gi tir cricket. Lic nay, no6 la nha vo dich
mon bi, trong khu ph6 ctia né, va né yéu dia vi d6. Mot khi no6 trai qua thanh
cong nhu vay trong cricket, n6 sé coi trong tai nang ctia minh. Bén lic nay,
né méi chi danh dwoc bon lwgt bong moi tran. May sé bién né thanh mot
cau thu, Ish a,” t6i noi.

Chtng t6i dén ctta hang. Omi da dén trudc ching toi, va da quét nha. N6
khong kip dén budi tap, vi n6 da hita véi Mama sé dy cac cudc mit tinh buoi
sang it nhat hai 1an md&t tuan. H6m nay la mdt trong cac ngay do.

“Tap tot chit?” Omi hdi van vo khi 1dy tra.

Ish buéc vao trong. T6i duwa mot ngén tay 1én miéng ra dau cho Omi gi
yén lang.

Mot diva bé muoi tudi buwdc vao véi ba muoi dong xu dé mua mot qua
bong cricket.

“Bong da gia hai lam dong. Em chi c6 hai mot dong,” t6i néi khi sau khi
hoan tat nhiém vu dau dén la dém xu.

“Em da dap lon r6i. Em khong c6 thém dau,” thang bé néi rat nghiém tuc.

“Vay thi dén sau nhé,” t6i ndi thi Ish chen ngang.

“Cam lay di,” Ish n6i va dwa qua bong cho thang bé.

Thang bé cam bong réi chay mat.

“Tién su may, Ish,” toi noi.

“Tién sw may, con budn,” Ish noi va tiép tuc ngoi trong géc quan dé hon
doi chuyén Ali.

ek

Ish phai mat dén mot hop sdcbla, hon hai chuc vién bi va mot cai mii maéi
du duwgc Ali quay lai. Ali cling nhé chiing t6i. Me né ké hom day né khéc
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sudt hai tiéng lién va khong tham gia cudc thi bi dé nita. Hai ngay tiép theo
n6 khong dén tap. Mac cam t6i 16i cda Ish bién thanh n6i &m anh. Ali chuan
bi san man xin 16i - c6 1é do me né chi cho. Thang bé cham vao ban chan
Ish™ va néi xin 16i vi da xdc pham thay cia minh. Ish 6m né va tang nhitng
moén qua. Ish bdo tha né chdt tay minh con hon lai danh thang bé. Qua lam
ly, néu ban hoéi thi quan diém ctia t6i 1a thé. Van dé la Ali da quay lai, lan
nay nghiém tuc hon, va Ish cling diu tinh doi chuit. Ky nang chaoi cricket ctia
Ali da cai thién, va nhitng hoc sinh khac goi y chiing t6i dwa n6 dén cudc thi
tuyén cap quan.

Ish phén doi y twong nay. “Khong doi nao, bon ngudi tuyén mo dé sé lam
héng thang bé. Néu bon ho loai nd, n6 sé that vong suét doi. Néu ho chap
nhan no, bon ho sé bat n6 choi nhitng tran dau vo bé trong vai nam. No sé
dén cac cudc tuyén chon, nhuwng la cudc tuyén chon 16n - vao doi tuyén quoc
gia.

“That w? May tin n6 sé vao dugc a,” Omi néi, chuyén cho ching t6i moén

»

stta chua dam, dung trong coc sat, danh cho sau budi tap.

“N6 s& 1a mot cau thi ma An Do chwa bao gid c6,” Ish tuyén bd. Nghe
hoi dién, nhung ching t6i da thay Ali ha guc nhitng cau thu ném bong gioi
nhat, du chi vai pha béng thoi. Hai nam nita va c6 1€ Ish sé duing.

“Pirng ndi gi vé tai nang cta Ali nhé. Tao khong tin ai hét.” Ish quét sita
chua dinh trén rau mép.

Sk

“Xin 16i ciing chdang qua dwgc ky thi dau, Vidya. Néu em hoc cubn nay thi
sé c6 ich ddy. Con khong thi chang cé gi cad.” Téi m@ cubn sach hoda hoc.

“Em da th r6i,” em ndi, tim mai t6c dang dé x0a hat ra sau lung. Em
chwa tam. Em dang mac quan bé ma t6i nghi em da mac tir hoi muwdi ba tuoi
va chiéc 4o phong mau hong cé dong chir “ba chua tién” hay gi d6. Lam sao
mot phu nit trudng thanh lai mac thit quan do c6 dong chit “ba chua tién”
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duwgc nhi? Lam sao c6 ngwoi lai mac thit quan a0 mang dong chit “ba chua
tién” duoc the?

“Em cau nguyén hang ngay. Nhu thé han c6 ich,” em noi.

T6i khong biét nén cwdi hay la lai 1én con thinh nd trwdc sy thd o ctia em.
Co6 1€ néu trong em khong giong nhuw con méo ragdoll dé thwong trong bo
quan 4o ay, t6i han da noi nong roi.

“Pirng phé madc cho thanh than, chang gi c6 ich bang nhw ti minh doc
sach héa hoc hitu co,” toi néi.

Em gat dau va vira dich ghé thi mot cai chai roi xuong dat.

“Oi,” em n6i va cti xuong.

“Gi day?” toi ding day theo phan xa. D6 la chai dau dira, that may la
dong nap roi.

“Khong sao dau, em di xoa dau lén toc day,” em néi va cam cai chai mau
xanh lén.

Tb6i nhin vao mit em. Anh nhin cta t6i dai hon mét phan tw gidy so véi
can thiét. C6 mot khodng thdi gian duge xem la t6i wu khi nhin vao phu ni,
sau d6 né sé bi coi la nhin cham cham. T6i da vwot qua ngwong do. Em
nguwong ngung, kéo lai cd do va ngoi thang 1én. Pha kéo do ay hoan toan la
do t6i. T6i cé nhin vao d6 dau, nhung em nghi 1a t6i nhin. T6i thdy buon
non.

“Dau dtra,” t6i no6i, c6 1é noéi nhu thé la ngd ngan nhat, nhuwng lai gidp thay
doi chu de.

“Putng, mot chat hitu co cho dau cia em. Biét dau cai nay sé c6 ich.”

Toi lat gié sach, dén doan mo ta xem benzen bi oxi héa nhu thé nao.

“Bao gio dén sinh nhat anh?” em néi.

“14 thang Ba,” t6i dap. “Ngay Pi.”

“La ngay gi?”

“Ngay Pi. Em biét day, so Pi gan bang 3,14 nén 14 thang Ba la ngay dé.
Do ciling 1a ngay sinh cta Einstein ddy. Thay hay khong?”
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“Ngay cho s6 Pi a? Sao lai c6 mdt ngay cho mdt thi kinh khiing nhw
thé?”

“Xin 16i em nhé? D6 la m6t ngay quan trong cua nhitng ngwoi yéu toan.
Bon anh chwa bao gio cong khai. Em c6 thé néi em yéu van chwong, em cé
thé néi em yéu am nhac, nhung em khong thé néi em cam thay nhw vay véi
mon toan.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“V1 moi nguoi sé gan cho em cai mac lap di ngay.”

“Thi anh la vay ma,” em khuc khich.

Em dong nap chai dau dtra lai.

“Anh gitip em boi dau lén té6c dugc khong? Em khong véi ra dang sau
duoc.”

T6i dinh néi nhung liu cad lwGi nhw thé 1wdi bi boc trong 16p dau kia.
Vidya, ching ta nén hoc ngay.”

“Vang, vang, sap xong roi. Chi phia trén gay nita thoi, lam on di.”

Em xoay ngudi trén ghé, lvng em quay vé phia tdi. Em cam cai nap chai
dau lén.

Quai gi thé, t6i nghi. T6i nhiing ngén tré vao dau réi dwa 1én co em.

“Khong phéi ¢ day,” em lai khic khich. “Bu6n qua. Cao lén nita, vao
chan téc ay.”

Em bdo t6i nhing ca ba ngoén tay chtt diong dung mot ngon, va ép manh
hon. Trong con choang ngop, t6i lam theo chi dan ctia em. Gia su toan gidi
nhat thanh pho da tré thanh mot ga goi dau mat xa.

“Ctra hang m&i sao r6i anh?” em hai.

“Tuyét lam, anh da trad tién dat coc va trd tredc ba thang tién thué,” toi
néi. “Nam muoi ngan dong tién mat. Bon anh sé c6 vi tri tot nhat trong khu
mua sam.”

“Em mong qua,” em noi.
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“Hai thang nira,” t6i n6i. “Xong roi, du roi day. Gio em ty lam di, anh sé
cam nap cho em.”

Em quay lai nhin t6i, em nhiing ngén tay vao dau réi boi 1én toc.

“Em wéc gi minh la con trai,” em ndi, xoa dau that manh.

“Tai sao? Cho dé bo6i dau hon a?” t6i ndi, cam cai ndp du c6 tay t6i moi
nhu.

“Dé dang hon nhiéu dé dat dugc dam mé ctia minh. Em sé khong dugc
phép md& mot ctra hang nhw thé,” em noi.

T6i im ldng.

“Xong roi, hy vong bo ndo cia em da tinh tdo,” em ndi, budc lai mai toc
va dé cudn sach héa hoc 1én giita ban.

“Em khong muon hoc thit nay,” em noi.

“Vidya nay, la gia su cua em, vai tro cta anh la...”

“Vang, vai tro gia su cua anh la gi? Day em lam sao dat dwgc w6c mo hay
lam sao tré thanh ké vo tich su?”

T6i chang noi gi. Em dat ban chan trdi vao long. T6i nhan thdy hinh
nhitng chu gau teddy ti xiu trén quan em.

“Nay, anh khong phai giao vien cua em. Anh la gia su, la gia su toan. Nhw
anh biét, khong c6 gia su vé giac mo dau.”

“Anh khong phai ban em a?”

“Hoi hoi thoi.”

“Ok, hoi hoi ban, vay anh nghi em nén lam gi? Nghién nat dam mé cua
em va lay dam phan t& hydrocarbon boc quanh minh suét doi a?”

Toi yéen lang.

“No6i gi di chit. Em nén mién cwdng hoc nhitng bai nay, du cho em khong
coi ching ra cdi quai gi, chi vi day la thit ma moi hoc sinh ngoan cta An Do
hoc a?”

Toi khong noi gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Sao nao?” em hoi thuc t6i.

“Van deé la em nghi anh la ké 1ap di, chuyén di gidi may bai toan xac suat
cho vui. U, c6 18 anh 1a vay, nhung khong hoan toan 1a anh. Anh 1a gia su,
do6 la mot cong viéc. Nhung ma me kiép, dirng bao gio budc tdi anh dé nat
dam mé cua em.” Khi t6i nhan ra minh chtti bay thi qua mudn. “Xin 16i vi
cach dung tu cia anh.”

“Chui raa ciing la mot hanh dong dam me.”

Toi mim cudi va quay di.

“Panh phai vay thoi,” em noi, “ban-gia st ctia em nay, em muon thi nhan
v6i anh mot chuyén. Em muon di Mumbai, nhung khong phéi di mo ti thi.
Em muon hoc PR.”

T6i ddm nam tay 1én ban. “Vay thi lam di. Pirng c6 néi véi anh nhitng thi
v& van nhu em-uwdc-gi-minh-la-con-trai va em-bi-ket-trong-16ng. Ok, vay la
em dang & trong long, nhung em c6 mot bo 6c tot, to, va mau md, chi
khong bé nhu 6c hat dau cua loai chim. Vay hay st dung tri 6¢ dé tim duong
thoat ra.”

“Treong y la mot chia khoa, nhung khong phai cho em,” em nai.

“Néu thé, hay pha 16ng di,” t6i noi.

“Lam thé nao?”

“Long lam bang thit gi? B6 me em a, phai khong? Cé nhat thiét bao gio
cling phai nghe 10i ho khong?”

“Di nhién la khong. Em da néi do6i ho ké tir khi em nam tu6i.”

“That a? Eo,” T6i ndi va c6 tran tinh lai. “Giita dam mé va cha me, that
kho khan. Nhung néu em phai lwa chon, thi nén chon dam mé. Con ngudi sé
khong tién bo néu sudt doi ci nghe 16i bd me.”

“Chinh x4ac. B6 me em ciing dau c6 vo t6i. Khong phai tit ca ching ta déu
dugc thu thai trong mot khoanh khac dam mé sao?”

T6i nhin vao khuoén mat c6 vé vo tdi cua em, toi soc. CO gai nay qua thé
r6i. C6 1é gitp em thoat khéi 1ong khong phai la y hay.
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CHIN

26 thang Mot 1a mot ngay hanh phic v6i moi ngudi dan An Dg. Du ban
c6 yéu nuwdc hay khong, thi dé la mot ngay nghi dwgc dn dinh trong thang
dau tién cua nam. T6i nhé da nghi rang dé co 1é la ngay nghi cudi cing cda
ching t6i tai ctta hang trong dén, vi ching to6i dv kién sé chuyén sang khu
mua sam m&i vao ngay l1é Tinh yéu. Ngoai khoan tién dat coc, ching t6i da
chi sdu muoi ngan stra sang nodi that. Toi dd mwgn me muwdi ngan, thuan tiy
la m6t khodn vay. Bo Ish khong chiu chi mét dong. Omi, du t6i da noi
khong, da lo dugce phan tién vay con lai tit Bittoo Mama.

Pém trudc Ngay Cong hoa, t6i nam trén givong, day ap suy nghi. T6i
da dau tw mot tram mudi ngan rupi. Viéc kinh doanh ctia t6i da dat con s6
tram ngan. Chung t6i cé nén trai hét tham c6 nhan tao khong? Nhu thé sé
oach cho mot ctra hang thé thao. Su6t ca dém, t6i mo vé chudi cita hang cta
riéng minh.

“Thoi dirng lay nita me, con mudn ngu,” to6i gao. Thé gidi nay khong cho
doanh nhan ngt vao ngay nghi hiém hoi dwgc sao.

Nhung me khong lay t6i. T6i tw chuyén dong thoi. T6i m& mat. Giwong
cta t6i rung rinh. T6i nhin Ién déng ho treo twdong. N6 da roi xuéng san. D6
dac trong phong, quat, va ctra s6 rung ban bat.

T6i dui mét, chuyén gi thé nhi? Ac mong a? Tdi ditng 1én va budc ra cira
s0. Nguoi trén phé chay nao loan khap noi.

“Govind,” me t6i t* phong bén kia goi lai, “ndap dudi ban di. Bong dat
day.”
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“Gi co?” t6i n6i va quy xuong bén canh ctra s6 theo phan &ng. T6i c6 thé
thady canh tan pha bén ngoai. Ba cai ang ten ti vi & toa nha doéi dién roi
xubng. Cot dién thoai gdy va do sap xudng dat.

Dot rung chan kéo dai bon muoi lam gidy, bon mwoi lam gidy dai nhat va
tan pha nhét trong doi t6i. D1 nhién, lic ay t6i con chwa biét. Mot sy yén
lang khac thwong tiép noi sau tran dong dat.

“Me 0i,” t6i hét 1én.

“Govind, dung ctr dong,” ba hét lai.

“Qua r6i,” t6i néi sau muwoi phut troi qua, “me cé sao khong?”

Toi budce ra khoi phong khach. Moi thit trén twong - nhuw lich, tranh, chup
den, déu roi hét xudng san.

“Govind,” me dén 6m t6i. Vang, td6i 6n. Me t6i cling vay.

“Ra ngoai thoi,” ba noi.

“Tai sao?”

“Toa nha c6 thé bi sap.”

“Con khong nghi thé dau,” t6i néi khi me kéo t6i, trén minh t6i van mang
bd do6 ngu. Phé dong nghit nguoi.

“Co phai bom khong?” mot ngwdoi néi tham véi ngwoi khac.

“Dong dat. Trén ti vi ndi roi. Bat dau tir Bhuj,” m6t ngwdi trén pho noi.

“Té lam khong?” ngudi khac néi.

“Chung t6i ¢ cach xa hang tram kilémét ma con cam thdy rung chan nhw
vay, twong twong tinh hinh ¢ Bhuj xem,” mot 6ng cu khac noi.

Chtng t6i ditng ngoai troi thém mdt tiéng nita. Khong, mong cda tda nha
ching t6i hay cac toa nha trong khu phd chiing t6i déu khéng bi lun sap.
Trong khi do, tin don va nhitng 10i ban tan lan rat nhanh. Ngudi thi bdo sé co
nhitng tran dong dat khac. Nguoi thi bao An Pg thit bom hat nhan. Rat it
dan & Ahmedabad bdo cdo thiét hai tai san. Cau chuyén ctt ram ri khap phé.

T6i quay lai nha sau hai tiéng dong hoé va bat ti vi 1én. Kénh nao ciing dua
tin dong dat. Tam chan & Bhuj, du anh huwéng dén phan 16n Gujarat.
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“Cdc bdo cdo cho biét trong khi phan I6n Admedabad khéng bi dnh
huwdng, thi nhitng toa nha méi xdy va sdp xdy xong chiu thiét hai nghiém
trong...” phéng vién néi khi khap cdt séng toi cit ngita ngdy non nao.

“Khong, khong, khong...” t6i 1am bam mot minh.

“Gi day?” me t6i n6i khi ba mang tra va banh mi cho t6i.

“Con phai di day.”

“Pi dau?”

“Navrangpura... ngay bay gio,” tdi noi va xo dép vao.

“Con dién a?” ba noi.

“Ctra hang ctia con, ctta hang,” t6i chi n6i dugc vay roi chay ra khéi nha.

Ca thanh ph6 nhuw dong cira. T6i khong tim thdy chiéc 6 t6 hay xe buyt
nao. Toi quyét dinh chay bay kilomét. T6i phai xem ctta hang mé&i ctia minh
c6 sao khong. Pung, t6i muon né khéng bi lam sao.

Phai mat mot gio t6i mdi dén noi. Toi thay sy tan pha trén duwong. Khu
vure thanh phd méi nhw Satellite chiu thiét hai nang né. Gan nhuw moi toa nha
déu bi v& cira s0. Nhitng toa nha dang xay da bién thanh gach vun. T6i vao
khu Navrangpura. Nhitng bang hiéu ctia cac ctta hang sang trong da roi
xuong duwong. Toi ty gidi thich rang toa nha mdi, siéu hién dai cta toi sé co
ddc tinh chong dong dat. Toi thd hon hén khi chay mdy tram mét cudi cung.
Mo héi va khap nguai.

Hay minh da chay qua toa nha r6i? T6i no6i khi chay dén con phé. Canh
hon loan trén pho va nhitng bién hiéu do nat khién rat kho tim ra dia chi.

Toi lui lai, hit the.

“Toa nha dau nhi?” toi ty héi, khi vong di vong lai con pho.

Cudi cung t6i da thay. Toa nha sau tang md&i hom trirdc van con nguyén
ven, gi0 da bién thanh mot dong bé tong. T6i khong thé tap trung nodi. T6i
thay khat kinh khung. T6i tim nwdc, nhung chi thdy gach vun, gach vun va
chi c6 gach vun. Bung t6i dau nhoéi. Toi dwa tay trdi 6m bung va ngoi 1én cai
ghé gdy dé cho tinh tao.
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Canh sat 16i ra mot cong nhan bi thwong khap minh may. Cac bao xi mang
roi vao ngwoi anh ta, nghién nat ca chan. Nhin thdy mau t6i lai buén non.
Khong ai trong dam dong chu y dén téi. Mot trdm muoi ngan dong, con so
ay bat 1én trong dau toi.

Nhitng hinh anh khéng lién quan vao cai ngay bé t6i bo di lai hién lén
trong dau. Nhitng hinh dnh day da nhiéu nam nay khong xuét hién, vé mat
ong ta khi dong ctta phong khach ra khéi nha. Nhitng giot nwéc mat lang
tham ctia me may tiéng sau do, va tiép tuc vai nam sau dé. To6i khong biét tai
sao canh twong qua khit dy lai hién vé trong t6i. Toi nghi b6 ndo c6 mét
ngan dac biét cat gidu nhitng ky tc don dau. Cai ngan ay khép chat, nhung
moi lan c6 ky (tfc méGi can thém vao, né md ra va ban c6 thé nhin vao bén
trong. T6i cam thay tirc gian bo, cdm giac hoan toan dat sai cho, khi dang ra
phai cam gian tran dong dat nay. Hay cam gian ban than, vi da danh cugc
qua nhiéu tién. Cam gian vi mac sai lam I6n dau tién trong doi.

Co thé t6i run 1én ban bat.

“Pirng lo, Thuwong dé sé bao vé chiing ta,” ai d6 vo vai t6i.

“O that sao, vay ké quai nao da gdy ra chuyén nay?” tdi néi va ddy ngudi
la di. T6i khong can cam thong, t6i mudn civa hang cua toi.

Hai nam chat bop tan tién, hai mwoi nam mo wéc - tat ca bi quét sach chi
trong hai muoi gidy. Bién hiéu den neon “Khu mua sam Navrangpura”, tirng
dyng trén dinh toa nha su tang, gio nam liém dat. C6 1é Thwgng dé mudn
no6i gi do - rang chung t6i khong nén vao khu mua sam nay. Dinh ménh ctia
chuing t6i la & lai ctra hang nho trong thanh pho nho va chiing t6i khong nén
c6 cho giong nhitng thanh pho 16n. T6i khong biét tai sao td6i nghi dén
Thwong dé, vi toi 1a nguwdi vo than. Nhung con biét do 16i cho ai khac day?

Di nhién t6i c6 thé do 16i cho bén nha thau khu mua sam Navrangpura.
Nhitng toa nha hang tram nam tudi & trong thanh pho cii van ditng nguyén.
Ng6i dén hai tram nam tu6i nha Omi van khong hé han. Vay tai sao khu mua
sam khon kiép cta t6i lai sap? Bon xay dung da xay bang gi? Cat a?

To6i can ai d6 dé do 16i. T6i can danh ai d6, danh cai gi d6. T6i cam mot
vién gach 1én, va ném vao mot 6 ctra s6 da vo. Phan kinh con lai v& ra nhiéu
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manh nho.

“Cau lam gi thé? Chung ta thdy canh pha hiy con chwa da sao?” mot
nguoi canh toi nai.

T6i khong thé nhan ra khudn madt ong ta, hay bat ky ai. Tim t6i dap nhanh
gdp doi binh thwong. Chac chan, ching toi cé thé kién bén thau xay dung,
tim t6i mach bao. Nha thau han sé chay tron, tri 6c toi néi. Va khong ai cé
thé 14y lai tién.

“Govind, Govind,” Ish n6i. N6 gao bén tai t6i, khi cudi cung toi cling
nhan ra no.

“May lam quéi gi & day? O ngoai nguy hiém 1dm, vé nha th6i?” Ish néi.

T6i van nhin vao dong d6 nat nhw da nhin bon tiéng qua.

“Govind,” Ish noi, “ching ta khong lam gi dugc dau. bi thoi.”

“Chung ta tiéu roi Ish,” t6i néi, cAm thay mat ngan wét, lan dau tién trong
muoi nam qua.

“Khong sao dau. ching ta phai di thoi,” Ish noi.

“Chting ta mat hét roi. Nhin kia, ctra hiéu cua chiing ta d6 sap xudng truéc
ca khi khai truong...”

Toi khuyu xudng. Toi chwa bao gio khoc ké tir ngay bo t6i roi bo ching
t0i. T6i chuwa bao gid khoc khi tay t6i bi bong trong mét dip 1€ Diwali va
dau dén noi bac si Verma phai cho thuéc gidm dau t6i méi nga dwgc. Toi
chwa bao gio khoc khi An D6 thua mét tran dau. T6i chwta bao gio khoc khi
khong vao dugc treong ky thuat. T6i chwa bao gid khoc khi gan nhw khong
kiém dugc dong nao trong ba thang kinh doanh dau tién. Nhung ngay hom
ay, khi Thwong dé vo c6 giang mot cai tat vao thanh phé cua téi, t6i da khoc
va khéc. Ish 6m 1ay t6i va dé cho 4o né tham nwéc mat toi.

“Govi, vé nha di,” Ish néi. Trwdc day, né chwa bao gio goi tat tén t6i nhw
vay. N6 chua bao gid thay toi trong tinh trang nhw thé. CEO cua ching, bao
mau cua ching da guc nga.

“Chung ta bi nguyén ria. Tao da danh dum, danh dum, tao da danh dum
mot cach khon kiép. Ching ta da vay tién. Thé r6i xay ra chuyén nay? Ish,
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tao khong muon nhin thay cai vé ty man trén mat Bittoo Mama. Tao sé di an
may,” t6i néi khi Ish kéo t6i vao mot chiéc 6 to.

Moi ngudi han sé nghi tdi vira mat con. Nhung khi mot doanh nhan bi
mat di doanh nghiép cua minh, thi cling twong tw théi. P6 1a rdi ro kinh
doanh ma ban phai chap nhan, va chiu mat mat, nhung chuyén nay khong
cong bang. C6 ai d6 can phai nhan ra chuyén nay la khon kiép bat cong.

Ish mua nuwéc Frooti cho t6i binh tinh hon. Ciing c6 ich, nhat la khi t6i
chang an gi khac hai ngay tiép theo. T6i nghi phan con lai cia Ambavadis
cling vay.

Sau nay toi phat hién ra da c6 hon ba mwoi ngan ngwoi thiét mang. Bang
ca sd luwgng nguoi trong mot san van dong. O Bhuj, chin muwoi phan trdm
nha ctra bi pha huay. Cac truong hoc va bénh vién bi san phang. Tinh chung &
Gujarat, tran dong dat da pha hiy mot triéu cong trinh. Mot trong hang triéu
cong trinh d6 la ctra hang twong lai caa t6i. Xét @ mitc do tong thé, dwa theo
sO liéu thong ké thi mat mat cta t6i chang bo ben gi. Xét trén pham vi nho
hep va ich ky, thi t6i 1a ngudi chiu thiét ndang nhat. Thanh pho cili da chong
chiu t6t hon thanh ph6é méi. Vi sao d6 ma cac bac cha 6ng ching t6i tin vao
xi mang nhiéu hon tin vao chu nhitng khu mua sam mdi.

So v6i Gujarat, Ahmedabad c6 phan may man hon, cac kénh truyén hinh
cho hay. Thanh ph6 méi chi bi mat nam muwoi toa nha cao tang. Ho bao chi
c6 vai tram nguwoi bi chét & Ahmedabad, so vdi hang chuc ngan & noi khac.
That buon cwdi khi hang tram nguwdi chét ma nguwoi ta lai no6i la “chi co”.
Moi mot nguwoi do ciing c6 gia dinh, c6 hy vong va niém cam hitng chit, vay
ma tat ca bi tan bién trong bén muoi lam gidy. Nhung toan hoc la thé day -
so sanh vdi ba mwoi ngan, thi hang tram chi nhw sai s6 1am tron thoi.

kek

Trong mot tuan lién t6i khong ra khoi nha. Ba ngay dau tién, toi bi sot
cao, va bon ngay tiép dé co thé toi lanh nhw da. “Chéau hét sot r6i.” Bac si
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Verma bat mach cho to6i.

T6i nam trén giwdong, nhin cham cham 1én tran nha.

“Chéu chuwa dén cira hang a?”

T6i lac dau, van nam bep trén giwong.

“Bac khong nghi la chau lai nhw thé nay. Chau da nghe chuyén
Navaldharis chwa?” bac si Verma noi.

T6i van lang yén.

“Chau c6 thé n6i”. Bac c6 dat nhiét ké vao miéng chau

“Khong, ho la ai?”

“Navaldharis 1a mot cong dong kinh doanh quan trong & Gujarat. Moi

nguoi & do déu lam kinh doanh. Va ho bao, mét doanh nhan Navaldharis
thire thu 1a ngudi c6 thé vion 1én sau chin lan bi dim xudng dat.”

“Chau dang mac ng, bac si a. Trong mot ci don nay chau da mat nhiéu
tién hon toan bg so tién ma ctta hang chau tirng kiém dugc.”

“Trén doi nay khong c6 doanh nhan nao ma khong bao gid bi mat tién ca.
Chang c6 ai tap xe dap ma khong vai lan nga. Khong c6 ai yéu ma khéng bi
ton thuong. Cudc doi la vay ddy.” Bac si Verma nhun vai.

“Chau sg@,” t0i ndi, quay mat vao twong.

“Thoi cai kiéu an néi nhw cac bac cha me trung luvu di. Sg mat tién, ho
muon con ho di hau ha moi ngwoi khac dé hwdng tién lwong 6n dinh.”

“Chau da mat rat nhiéu.”

“Pung, nhung chau con tudi tré. Chau con tré, va chau sé kiém lai dugc.
Chau khong vuéng ban con nho, chau chwa phai nudi ca gia dinh. Va mot
diéu nita la chau tirng song véi so tién it 6i hon nhiéu. Chau cé thé séng ma
khong can so tién do.”

“Chéau khong mudén lam gi hét. Tran dong dat nay, tai sao chuyén nay lai
xay ra? Bac c6 biét trrong chau gio la trai ti nan khong?”

“Co, va nguoi ti nan ho dang lam gi? Nam trén giwvong hay c6 gang phuc
h6i?”
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T6i tranh madt bac si. Moi ngwoi chung quanh dang ra sitc khuyén giai toi,
nhitng 10i khuyén thwc bo ich. Nhung t6i nao con tam tri lang nghe. T6i
chang c6 tam tri lam gi ca. Ctra hang u? N6 s€ dong ctta thém mot tuan nita.
Ai di mua hang thé thao sau mét tran dong dat ch@?

“Hy vong ngay mai sé thdy chau ra khoi giwdong,” bac si Verma néi va ra
vé. Bong ho chi ba gio chiéu. T6i van nhin cham cham déng ho cho tdi lic
bon gio.

Sk

“T6i c6 thé vao dugc khong, thwa ong Govind,” cai giong tdo tgn cua
Vidya trong nha t6i nghe ky quac dén mitc t6i bat ra khoi giwong. Thwa 6ng
nghia la sao?

Em mang cudn sach M. L. Khanna day c6p va mot cudn v@ trong tay.

“Em lam gi & day?” Toi kéo chan dé che chiéc quan ngu va o ba 16.

Di nhién, trong em that hoan hao trong bo vay sahvar kameez mau hat dé
va mau cam va dai khan 1ap lanh rat hop.

“Em bi may bai toan. Nhung em dén la dé hoi tham, vi anh khong dwoc
khoe,” em néi, ngoi xuong ghé canh giwong toi.

Me t6i vao phong véi hai ly tra. T6i ra hiéu cho me tim chiéc 4o so mi.

“Con muon mdc 4o a?” ba noi, lam toan bo no luc ra hiéu cua t6i thanh vo
ich.

“Bai toan nao?” t6i héi coc 16c sau khi me ra khoi phong.

“Toan la ly do em néi vGi me em théi. Thyc ra, em muén dwa cho anh cai
nay.” Em dwa cuén M. L. Khanna day cOp cho t6i.

Dé lam gi? Dé giai toan trong khi nam trén giwong sao?

Me t6i quay lai, mang theo céi 4o, r6i ba roi phong. Mét tay tdi cam 4o,
tay kia cdm cudn sach M. L. Khanna. Sy khép nép doi choi vdi to mo. T6i
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gat chiéc 4o sang mot bén r6i md sach. Mot tam thiép mau hong, lam thu
cong, roi ra.

Tam thiép cé hinh vé mot cau bé nam trén giwvong. Em da viét dé la
Govind, nh¢ dau to6i khong nhan ra day la t6i. Trong thiép c6 dong chir:
“Chuc anh chéng khée” theo kiéu chit tré con mau meé nhat. Dwdi dong chi
la bai tho nhu sau:

Gtri gia s mén todn ctia em, nguoi dan dat dam mé, nguoi hoi hoi

ban,
Em khong thé hiéu hét mdt mdt cua anh, nhung em sé c6 hiéu.
Doi khi doi ném cho ta duong bong lvon va ta hoi tai sao
Hdn khéng c6 cdu tra 1oi, nhung em dam bdo thoi gian sé chita lanh
vét thuong
Day la loi chuc anh chadn thanh, “chuc chong khoe”.
Hoc tro kém céi nhdt cua anh,

Vidya

“Tho khong duwgc hay 1am,” em 1i nhi.

“Anh thich lam. Anh xin 16i vé chuyén hoi hoi ban. Anh chi...” t6i noi.

“Khong sao. Em thich cach n6i d6. N6 néi rd rang hoc hanh la trén hét,
phai khong anh?”

Toi gat.

“Anh thé nao?”

To6i vrgt qua dwge noi thoi thic quay mat vao twong. “Cudc song van tiép
dién. Phai nhw vay. C6 1é mot gian hang véi diéu hoa nhiét do khong danh
cho anh.”

“Di nhién la c¢6 chw. Phai 16i ctia anh dau. Em chac mot ngay nao dé anh
sé c6 duge. Thit nghi xem nhé, anh khong thdy may man la minh khéng &
ctra hang do lic chuyén xdy ra a? Twéng twong nhitng mat mat vé sinh mang
néu ctta hang da khai trweong xem?”
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Em c6 ly. T6i phai vigt qua chuyén nay. T6i phai chdp nhan tiép khuén
mat tv man cua Bittoo Mama.

Toi tra lai cudn sach M. L. Khanna, roi dé tam thiép duéi goi.

“Ish bao anh van chwa dén ctra hang.”

“Ctra hang md ro6i sao?” toi ndi. Ish va Omi ngay nao ciling gap toi, nhung
khong hé nhac chuyén nay.

“Vang, anh nén xem anh ay danh vat v4i cac con s6 khi & nha. Hay kem
anh ay v6i,” em khuc khich. “Em vé day. Con viéc hoc ctia em, khong phai
voi dau.”

“Anh sé dén vao th T tdi,” toi voi theo.

“Co0 bé ngoan,” me toi ndi than trong. “Con thich con bé a?”

“Khong. Mot hoc sinh khting khiép.”

kfesk

Ish va Omi dén vao budi toi, khi t6i da chén xong bita to6i khé nuét la mén
rau luoc.

“Bon may trong ctra hang thé nao?” Giong day sinh lyc cda toi lam chiing
ngac nhién.

“Nghe giong may kha hon roi,” Ish néi.

“Ai lam s6 sach thé?” t6i néi va ngo6i day.

Omi chi vao Ish.

“Va? Caéi gi day? Khuyén mai mua hai tdng mot a?”

“Ca tuan roi bon tao chwa gidm gia lan nao ca,” Ish n6i va ngo6i gan toi
trén givong.

Ish kéo goi cho t6i thodi mai hon. “Dgi da,” toi noi, tay gitt 1dy goi.

“Cai gi thé?” Ish n6i va mim cwdi khi thdy mau giay hong duédi goi.

“Thiép a?” Omi noi.
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“U, em ho tao ting,” tdi noi.

“May chac chit?” Ish cu t6i, dé t6i budng cai gbi dang bi siét chat ra.

“Thoi di,” toi noi, c6 to ra vo tw. Tim to6i dap manh khi ghi goi that chat.

“Con gai cua Pandit ding khong?” Omi cuoi khoai tra.

“Sao cling dugc,” toi ndi, ngoi trén goi nhuw maot bién phap v6 vong.

“Lan cong viéc vai thi vui a?” Ish ndi va bat cuai.

Toi cwdi hoa theo dé tién lira gat.

“Thoi vao viéc di,” Ish noi.

“Mo6n ng... Tat ca la 16i cta tao,” t6i noéi vdi birc twong.

“Mama no6i chiing ta c6 thé tiép tuc dung ctra hang,” Omi ndi.

“Khong diéu kién gi a?” t6i noi, ngac nhién.

“Khong han,” Omi noi.

“Nghia 1a?”

“Nghia la ching ta can gitp ong ay trong chién dich tranh c,” Ish néi.
“Dung lo, may khong phai lam gi dau. Omi va tao s€ giip.”

“Chung ta phai trd ng cho nhanh. Phai nhw vay,” toi nai.

“Chung ta sé vugt qua chuyén nay,” Ish nhin vao mat t6i. Nhitng 101 diing
cam, nhung lan dau tién t6i thay kho ma tin dugc.

“Tao rat ti€c da dau tw...” T6i cam thay phdi noi 16i xin 16i, nhuwng Omi cat
ngang.

“Chung ta la doi tac lam an. Va may la thang khon nhét trong ba dita.”

T6i khong chac cau cubi cung cua no co6 ding khong. Lam mdt doanh
nhan thi t6i ding la tham hoa.

“Gap bon may ngay mai nhé,” toi noi.

Sau khi chung di, t6i 16i tdm thiép ra, miét lai cAc nép nhan. T6i doc tdm
thiép nhitng tdm lan r6i mai di ngu.

Thoi gian t6i khéng lam viéc da phat 16 ky nang kinh doanh tiém an cda
cac ban t6i. Ngoai vai 16i tinh toan ra, thi ching quan ly s6 sach 6n lam.
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Chung chia doanh s6 ban hang ngay thanh c6t, ban ding gia va khong heé
chiét khau. Ctra hang sach sé va moi thit déu dé dang tim thidy. MGt ngay nao
dé6 tbi co thé 1ap mot doanh nghiép va giao cho ching lam hét. T6i tw nhac
minh théi mo méng. An Do khong phéi 1a noi cho nhitng gidc mo. Nhat 1a
khi ban da m6t lan that bai. Cudi cung t6i thady cam giac c6 hitu trong triét ly
cta dao Hindu la théa man véi nhitng gi ta co, hon la kiém nhiéu thém. Cai
triét ly ay, do cac bac hién triét xa xwa nghi ra, khong phai la thit hay ho,
nhung 1a cau than chu gitp sinh ton ¢ mot dat nwdc noi ma nhitng khat khao
thuong bi de nat. Cira hang trong ng6i dén nay la dinh ménh cua toi, va kiém
dwgc khodn tién nho mon tir cita hang nay la nghiép cuta t6i. Kiém nhiéu hon
thi khong dugc. To6i thd ra, thay tot hon, mé ngan kéo tién mat.

“Hai tuan ma thé nay thi hoi it nhi. Nhung trwée tién thi cé tran dong dat,
gid lai c6 loat dau gitta An D6 - Uc,” Ish néi tir géc cuia né.

“Nguoi ta khong con ly do dé choi nita,” Omi noi.

“Khong. Khong sao cad. Chuyén gi xady ra ¢ loat dau?” t6i no6i. Toi khong
theo doi lich thi dau cricket.

“An D6 thua tran th nhat. Con hai tran nita. Tran t6i 1a & Calcutta,” Ish
noi.

“Khi that. Thi dau ki€éu don nhat a?”

“U, ca nam tran, nhung chwa bit dau,” Omi néi. “Tao s& khong dit nhiéu
hy vong dau. Dan Uc hinh nhw khéng phai ngudi.”

“Tao mudn biét sao ngwdi Uc cé thé 1am duge nhw vay,” Ish néi.

Mama dén lam cham d@t cudc tro chuyén cua ching toi. “Banh goi day,
con nong, can than ddy,” 6ng néi, dat mat tii nau lén ban.

Néu la phién ban toi tredc day, day sé la ly do dé toi cau may, dé kéu ca
vét dau lam hong hét ban. Tuy nhién, con ngwdi Govind mdi sau dong dat
khong con xem Mama la thu dich nita. Ching t6i ngoi dudi san day nang,
udng tra va an banh go6i. Banh that thom ngon, t6i nghi banh g6i la mén
banh ngon nhét ctia loai nguai.
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“Phéi c6 quén chuyén xdy ra thoi,” Mama thd dai. “Ta chwa bao gio
chitng kién sy tan pha nhu thé.”

“Chuyén di ctia cau thé nao?” Omi noi.

Mama vira tir Bhuj vé. “Canh khon kho dién ra ¢ khap noi. Chung ta can
1ap trai khap Gujarat. Nhung Parekh-ji c6 thé lam dwgc bao nhiéu?”

Mama da thitc khuya nhiéu dém dé dung cac léu ctu trg tam thoi &
trvong Belrampur. Parekh-ji da cho xe chd dén gao, dau va do citu té khac.
Moi ngudi cudi cung cling bat dau chuyén dén va tim lai cudc song.

“Chung ta sé dong trai trong ba tuan nita,” Mama néi véi Omi, “va ta c6
thé quay lai muc tiéu chinh ctia minh, Ayodhya.”

Viéc 1ap trai da giip Mama gianh dwgc nhiéu tng ho & trong khu vyc
ching t6i. Vé mat ly thuyét, bat ¢t ai cling can tim noi nho nwong nau. Tuy
nhién, cac gia dinh Hoi gido hiém khi dén xin gitip d&. Du ho dén, cac quan
ly trai cling phan phat thitc an, nhing nhan manh rang moi ngudi trong trai
déu la nguwoi Hindu. Du hoi c6 phan biét doi x nhw vay, con nguwdi mdi cta
t6i van coi d6 la mot hanh dong cao ca.

“Mama, vé so tién cau cho vay,” to6i quay sang ong, nhung ong khong
nghe toi.

“Con trai ta sé di cung dén Ayodhya. Cac chau ciling nén tham gia,” 6ng
n6i. Ong thdy khudn mit dé dit caa chiing tdi va néi, “y ta 1a sau khi khéi
phuc lai viéc lam an.”

“Bon chau c6 thé gitp ¢ diy, Mama,” Omi néi. “Con du an nao khac sau
lan trai nay khong?”

“O 6 cht, chién dich mét thia dat,” Mama noi.

Chuing t6i boi roi.

“Chung ta dén Ayodhya la c6 mot 1y do. Ching ta sé dung nhitng tti céi,
roi do day dat & dé vao. Ching ta sé dén nha tirng ngwdi Hindu ¢ Belrampur
va héi xem ho c6 muoén trong nha minh c6 mét thia dat 1ay ti* noi sinh ra
than Rama khong. Ho c6 thé dat trong san, bon cho cay hay lam bat ct diéu
gi. Y twéng tuyét voi cia Parekh-ji.”
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T6i hiéu dugc céi logic ky quac nhung khong ché vao dau dugc ay caa
Parekh-ji. Sé khong ai n6i khong v6i mot thia dat 14y tr Ayodhya. Nhung
v6i thia dé, ho da vo tinh tham gia vao muc tiéu kia. Sy dong cam doi vGi
nhitng nguwdi dau tranh cho Ayodhya sé tr@ thanh ti dong. Va sy dong cam
dé sé tré thanh phiéu bau.

Mama nhan ra vé hoai nghi trén nét mat toi.

“Chi la mot chién lwgc quang ba mot chién dich nhé thoi. Cac dang khac
cling lam thé & quy mo 16n hon nhiéu.”

T6i cam mot chiéc banh goi nita.

“Khong sao dau Mama. Chinh tri 1am chau bdi r6i,” t6i néi. “Chau khong
thé nhan xét dugc. Ching chau sé giup cau. Cau da cttu cudc song cua
ching chau, ching chau mang ng ciu sudt doi.”

“Cac chau déu nhu con cai ta cd. Lam sao con cai lai mac ng cha minh
chu?”

“Viéc lam an hién dang kho khan, con phan tién cho vay thi...”

Nhung Mama lai cat 10i t6i. “Théi quén di, cac chau. Cac chau da gap
phai tai hoa. Khi nao cé tién thi trd cling duwgc. Va gio cac chau la dang vién
ctua chung ta phai khong?”

Mama ditng 1én dé 6m ching t6i. T6i 6m 6ng hoi hgt. Toi cam thdy buon
non vi ng tién nguwdi khac. “Mama, chau xin 16i. Chau da ngao man, th6 16
va thiéu ton trong. Chau nhan ra dinh ménh cua minh la ctra hang nay. C6 1é
Thuwgng dé da c6 y nhu vay, va chau chap nhan thé,” t6i noi.

“Khi con tré ching ta déu vay cad. Nhung chau bat dau tin vao Thuong dé
dang khong?” Mama ndi va cuoi rang ro.

“Gio chau bét vo than hon thoi a.”

“Con trai nay, day la tin tot lanh nhat ta dwgc nghe ngay hém nay,” Mama
noi. “Trong nhitng mat mat nay van c6 diéu tot dep xay ra.”

Mot nguwoi dan ong kéo theo cai hom go nang trich bwdc vao cira hang
chiing tdi. “Ai kia nhi? O, Pandit-ji?” t6i néi.
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Pandit-ji thé hon hén, khudn miit tring ctia 6ng tng do. Ong dit cai hom
1én san. “Mot ctra hang thé thao déng ctra. Ga kia khong tra dwgc ng. Han
trd cho t6i mdy hom day hang héa. T6i can tién mat, nén t6i tinh sé mang
dén day cho cac cau.”

“Chau ciing khong c6 tién madt,” t6i vira n6i vira moi 6ng an banh.
“Pandit-ji a, viéc lam an that kho khan lam.”

“Co ai doi tién mat ngay dau? Ci gitt lai & ctra hang. T6i sé giri thém. Ban
dwgc bao nhiéu, cac cau gilt mot nira, to6i ldy mot nira. Riéng cai hom nay
cling gia dén muwoi ngan. To6i con sau hom nita & nha. Cau néi sao nao?”

T6i nhan nhitng hom nay vi to6i khong chiu rdi ro nao. Ching t6i can mot
phép mau dé ban hét s6 hang nhiéu nhw vay. Di nhién, ltic dé t6i chua biét
dwgc rang tran th hai trong loat dau gitta An Do va Uc sé 1a diéu than ky
do.

Mama dén lam quen véi Pandit-ji. Ho bat dau tro chuyén kiéu nhitng
nguoi tredng thanh, trao doi thong tin vé qué quan, vé dang cap.

“Ching ta muon r6i,” Ish thi tham, nhung da 16n dé Mama va Pandit-ji
nghe duoc.

“Chau phai di dau a?” Mama noi.

“Vang, dén mot tran dau cricket. M6t hoc sinh ctia chau dang choi tran
do,” Ish noi, tranh nhac tén Ali.

Omi kéo ctra xuéng. Omi ra hiéu va tat ca ching t6i quy xuéng cham
chan Mama.

“Cac con cuda ta,” Mama néi khi 6ng gio ban tay 1én dau chiing t6i dé ban
phuc.

Skfesk

“Pitng quan tam tGi cai thang dan ¢ doi ngd ngan kia nita. Em da diét
dwgc chung roi,” Ish noi vai Ali.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chung t6i tr¢ vé tir tran dau tai khu pho. D6i Ali thang, né ghi dugc nhiéu
diém nhat. Ali tru lai dwgc t6i tam vong ném bong. Ish té ra thoa long vi
cong huan luyén ctia né cudbi cung da cho két qua. Tuy nhién, tdm trang an
muirng cda ching t6i bi chung xuéng khi doi trwéng doi phwong da vao goi
Ali r6i bo chay.

“Ho c6 lam dau em nita khong?” Ali noi.

“Khong, vi néu ai d6 dam dong vao em thi anh sé danh chiing tredc,” Ish
ndi, hon 1én tran no, Ish sé la mot ngwdi cha tot. Khong nhw cha cua nd,
ngwoi chira bao gio noéi dwgce 1dy mot cau deé chiu.

Omi bé Ali dang di ca nhac 1én. “Tao sé dwa n6 vé ctta hang,” Omi néi.
“Va bado me tao lam cho né moén sita ci nghé. Bon may di kiém bita t6i,
kiém cai gi n6 muodn an ay.”

“Em muon keba,” Ali néi ngay.

“Keba a? Trong ctta hang sao?” toi de dat.

“Pugc, dirng ké cho ai nhé,” Omi néi.

“Thang bé san sang roi,” Ish néi. Khuén mat né trng 1én sau lan khai keba
& ctta hang Qazi. “May c6 thay n6 choi khong? Con c6 thé dgi, chay va ho
trg nguwoi khac. N6 choi cho dén lic danh nhitng ci béng quan trong. Choi
bat bong con kém, nhung ngoai chuyén do ra thi n6 that hoan hao. N6 san
sang roi, may a.”

Mui ga nwdng sue 1én trong miii t6i. Omi thye sy bé 16 rat nhiéu thi trong
doi.

“Pé lam gi?” toi hoi.

“Poi Uc dang thi ddu & An D§ ldc nay, ding khong?” Ish néi khi ngudi
phuc vu goi banh roti, thit cttu xién va ga nwéng v6i hanh va nwéc x6t rau
qua mau xanh.

“Vay thi sao?” toi noi.

“N6 san sang gap cac cau thu Uc r6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



MUOI

An Bé gdp Uc

Thé thitc Bo6i khdng“!

Kolkata, 11-15 thang Ba, 2001

NGAY 1

Trén doi nay, phan 16n nhitng sy viéc xdy ra déu nhu ctit. Tuy nhién, doi
khi cling xay ra chuyén diéu ky. V@i chung toi, tran thit hai trong loat tran
An Do gip Uc la ligu thube than sau trdn dong dat. T6i nhd tirng ngay cla
loat tran dau dé. Ish thi tiép tuc y twdng ky quai va hét sitc vién vong ctia no:
cho Ali tiép xtdc véi doi tuyén Uc.

“Gap cac cau tht Uc a?” Omi néi khi né lau bui trén ban. Ish va t6i ngbi
trén san, trudc ti vi.

“Ho dang & An D9,” Ish néi. N6 chi tay vao ddi tuyén Uc dang danh bong
trén man hinh. “Bao gid chiing ta m&i c6 mot co hoi nhw thé nay lan niva?”

“NO c6 dién khong?” Omi hoi toi.

“Tat nhién la n6 dién. May dinh lam gi khi gdp ho? Héi that day?” t6i hua
theo.

“Tao mudén nghe y kién cta ho vé Ali.”

“Lam thé nao?” Omi noéi khi n6 ngbi xuéng vdi ching toi.

“Chung ta sé di xem mot tran dau. C6 1€ mot trong so loat tran don nhat,”
Ish noi.

“Tién dau ma di,” t0i noi.
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“Loat tran don nhat van sé tiép dién trong vong hai thang nita. Néu cong
viéc lam an thuan 1gi, thi ching ta cé thé,” Ish néi.

“Ho lai dang ép chiing ta nita kia. Tién sw, cong viéc khong bao gid phat
1én dwgc,” toi néi khi thay diém s6. Trong ngay dau tién vao gio nghi udng
tra, diém cda doi Uc d3 1a 193/1.

“Néu thuan lgi. Tao bédo la néu,” Ish ndi, that vong trwdc diém s6 hon ca
toi.

“Vay la chung ta sé di xem mot tran. Roi sao? GO ctta phong Hayden va
ndi, ‘Nay, xem thtr thang bé nay thé nao!” a? May dinh gap ho thé nao?” t6i
ché giéu.

“Tao khong biét,” Ish quay sang man hinh, mét cau cé. “Ném t6t hon di.”

“Xin 16i nhé, cac cau dang xem tran An Do - Uc a?” giong mot phu ni
lam chung toi gian doan.

Mot ba 16n tudi ditng tredc quay, tay cam mam € puja.

“Vang?”

“Co thé cho chau t6i xem véi cac cau mot lic duwge khong?” ba néi.

T6i ding len. Mot cau bé di cung ba. T6i chwa bao gio nhiét tinh vai viec
c6 ké cha cang chu kiét nao day tw nhién vao ctta hang chiing t6i dé giét thi
gi0. Ba ta cam nhan sy de dat cua t6i. “Chung t6i sé mua gi d6. T6i mudn
vao 1é hat nguyén trong kia, con Babloo lai mu6n xem tran dau.”

“Di nhién, n6é cé thé xem.” Ish mé& ctra rong hon. Thang bé buwéc vao va
ngoi tredc ti vi. Ish va toi cau may nhin nhau.

“Durng ngoi ngan thé Babloo. Ma t6i 1a Ganguly. T6i cling can tv van mua
dung cu cricket cho tredng hoc cua toi, néu cac cau co6 thé dén gap toi lic
nao do.”

“Truong w?” toi noi.

“Vang, toi la hiéu truong truong Kendriya Vidyalaya & Ellisbridge.
Chuing t6i chwra bao gio c6 duwgc nha cung cap thiét bi thé thao tot. Nguwoi ta
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ct? nghi chiing t6i la trudng cong nén ho c6 moi tién ching t6i. Cac cau cling
cung cap cho truong hoc, phai chit ha?”

Cau tra 10i la khong. Chung t6i chua tirng cung cdp thiét bi cho trwong
hoc.

“Co chw,” t6i noi. “Thyc ra, ching tdi c6 ca c6 van riéng, la Ishaan. Cau
ay la cuu cau tha cap quan.”

“Tuyét lam. Vay toi sé gap cac cau sau,” ba Ganguly n6i va bé mac chiing
toi ngoi toan tinh vé dé xuat kinh doanh ctia ba.

“Em muodn an keo khong, Babloo?” Omi ndi, ching t6i dang c6 gay an
twong tot dep nhat véi bat ky ai lién quan dén ba Ganguly.

“Nhung ching ta dau phdi nha cung cap,” Ish néi sau do.

“Vay thi sao? May phai thu xép vu nay gitip tao, Ish. Pay la moi tao
doanh thu 6n dinh.”

“Néu tao lo dwgc vu nay, may sé dén Goa chii?”

“Goa a?” toi nhiu may.

“D6 la ngay dién ra tran don nhat cudi. Tao da chon ngay xa nhat réi. Néu
chuing ta tiét kiém du, chiang ta sé di cung Ali.”

“Nhung...”

“Pong y di.”

“Pong y,” toi ndi. Sau that bai vu khu mua sam, t6i muon lam Ish vui
long. T6i ding 1én kiém tra thu chi trong ngay.

“Tuyét lam. Nay, xem tran dau kia?” Ish néi. “Thé tran hoan toan déo
ngugc.”

T6i nhin 1én man hinh. Cé l1é Thugng dé da lang nghe 161 cau nguyén cua
ba Ganguly trong kia. Sau gio nghi, mét cau tha ngwoi Sikh, khéng may
tiéng tam, tén la Harbhajan Singh ném boéng. Coc gon d6 xudng, va ti
193/1, doi Uc két thiic ngay hém d6 & mitc diém 291/8.

“Bhajji, anh that tuyét voi,” Ish cti ngwoi hon vao ti vi.

“Pirng xem ti vi gan thé,” Babloo ndi.
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“Pirng c6 ma lic nao cling nghe 10i nguwdi 16n. Khong ai bi mu vi ngoi
gan xem ti vi ddu. Khong phai ngudi ta van lam viéc véi may tinh a?” Ish
nhay nhot phan khich.

Hai tiéng sau, ba Ganguly vao don Babloo. Ba mua cho né hai qua bong
tennis. T6i nao ning muon tang ba luén, nhung lai sg ba hiéu nham sang y
khac.

“Pay,” ba ndi, trao cho téi danh thiép cia ba. “Ching t6i hop ban giam
hiéu vao moi thit Hai. Sao cau khéng dén trinh bay xem cau c6 thé gitp gi?”

Chtng t6i c6 bon ngay chuan bi. Tam trang cta ban giam hiéu sé t6t hon
néu An Do thang tran nay.

“Han roi, chung t6i sé gap ba,” toi no6i va nhét thém chiéc keo cho Babloo.

NGAY 2

Cach duy nhat mé6 ta ngay thit hai cua loat tran nay la “chan nan”. Tw
291/8, doi Uc da nhay vot 1én trong nhitng lugt danh bong dau tién, két thiic
lwgt danh véi s6 diém 445. Doi An Do budc ra cam gdy, va ngudi khai mao
Ramesh roi khéi san ma khong ghi duwgc diém nao.

“Ramesh la thang bo me nao thé? Suat ngoai giao a?” Ish noi.

Nhuwng khong chi Ramesh m@i kém. Tendulkar ghi dwgc muwoi diém,
nhitng nguwdi khac con ghi dwgc it hon. Dravid ghi dwgc s6 diém cao nhat la
hai 1am. Ngay thit hai két thiic, diém s6 ctia An D6 1a 128/8.

Ltc &n t6i, Ish vdm nat cai banh chapani trong gian dit. “Nhitng ngudi Uc
nay hin dang nghi - sao phai dau v6i An D6 lam gi.”

“Cau cho mdt tran hoa. V@i ti s6 hoa con cé hy vong ban hang. Bang
khong thi ching ta sé doi nghé. Thé thao la lwa chon sai lam & dat nuwéc
nay.” Toi dua nwéc x6t cho Omi.

“Ho ¢6 hai chuc triéu dan. Chung ta c6 mot ti dan, tang trwdng hai phan
tram moi ndm. Tién sw chit, méi ndm chiing ta dé ra ca mot nwdc Uc. Thé
ma, bon ching dé bep ta. Chuyén nay c6 gi dé khong 6n.”

“Chting ta c6 nén m@ mot hang hoa nita khong? Nhu cau mua hoa & dén
bao gio cling c6,” toi noi.
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Ish khong dé y 10i t6i. N6 1am bam cai gi vé viéc tranh phdi danh follow
on?, vu nay thi hoi kho.

NGAY 3

Sang hom sau, toi khong biét tai sao ching toi con bat ti vi 1én lam gi. An
Do phai vat 16n dé kéo dai lugt danh béng dau tién, nhwng két thic trude
tredc gid an trwa véi diém s6 171. “Va doi Uc da dé nghi An Do danh
follow on,” binh luan vién néi va t6i vo vao tran. That bai trong tran doi
khang la mot chuyén, nhung that bai ngay trong mot lwgt danh bong nghia la
ca tuan cong vién vang tanh. Bon tré tha doc sach gido khoa con hon choi
cricket va dau dau nghi vé noi nhuc cua An Dd. Sao t6i lai kinh doanh cdi
nay? Sao t6i ngoc thé chir? Sao t6i khong mé mét hang banh ngot? Nguoi
An luén dn dd ngot. Tai sao lai thé thao? Tai sao lai cricket ?

“Tuyét-qua-day-cai-tro-follow-on-chét-tiét,” Ish noéi, phun ra ca mot cum
t cho riéng khoanh khac nay. N6 siét nam tay va dén gan ti vi mot cach
nguy hiém. “Ta da ghim ching & diém 291/8, va bay gid ching bdo ta choi
follow on a?”

“Co nén tat ti vi khong nhi?” t6i n6i. Chung t6i c6 nén dong han cira hang
khong? t6i nghi.

“Pgi da, tao mudén xem pha nay. Tao mudn xem doi ching ta trao déi anh
mat ra sao khi ho thua dau nhuw thé,” Ish néi.

“Ho dau cé trao doi anh mat. May dang xem ho trén ti vi thoi,” Omi noi.

“Néu tran nay ma hoa, tao sé dai ching may bita t6i. Ok, hai bita luén,”
Ish noi.

Trong lugt danh bong thit hai, An D c6 mot sy thay doi. Ho thay cau thi
danh béng dau tién bang mot gd mdi tén Laxman.

“Poi ta day nhitng ngudi biét giao tiép bang anh mat. Hom nay ai ciing c6
co hoi,” Ish néi khi cac cau thu danh bong dau tién 1én vach danh bong trong
lwgt danh bong thit hai bi budc phai choi follow on.

Nhung Laxman da danh gay tring béng. Anh ghi dwgc hét bon diém nay
dén bon diém khac. Cubi ngay thi ba, An Po dat mic diém 254/4 dang
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kham phuc. Cong véi diém & lugt danh béng dau tién 1a 171, An Do chi can
20 diém chay nita 1a bing diém luot danh béng dau tién cta doi Uc, 445.
Thua & mot lwgt danh bong duwong nhu kho xay ra, va, vang, ching toi tham
chi c6 thé hoa.

“Xem nay, d6 1a diu doi An Do lam day. Ngay khi ta tir bé hy vong, thi
ho lai khién ta hy vong,” Ish néi ltc an toi.

“Pdang nao ma may chang xem hét cac ngay thi ddu. Lam on nghi dén
cudc gap hom th Hai di,” toi noi.

“Viéc ctia Laxman chwa xong. Anh ta can ¢ trong san néu ching ta muén
mot tran hoa,” Ish noi.

To6i thd dai. To6i phai ty chuan bi cudc gap véi nha trudng thoi.

NGAY 4

Néu c6 mot ngay doi An Do thong tri lang cricket thé gidi, thi day la ngay
th? tw cta loat ddu. Vang, An Do gianh Cip Thé gidi ngdy 25 thang Sau
nam 1983, va diéu do cling duwgce tinh. Nhung ngay ma to6i dang néi la ngay
hai tay danh gdy ctia An D6 da khién muwdi mot cau thit Uc cubn vao 16i choi
cta ho. Ho da lam nhw vy ngay & noi cong cong va su6t ca mot ngay. Bung
vay. Vao ngay thit tw ctia giadi ddu, Ish cha buon roi ti vi dé di te.

Chuyén xdy ra la thé nay. Laxman va Dravid tiép tuc choi va ghi duoc
thém 357 diém. Ngay 4 khéi dau & 274/4 va két thic & 589/4. Chin trong s6
mudi mot cau thit Uc thay nhau ném béng, nhung khéng ai trong s6 ho loai
dwgc mot cau thu nao bén phia doi An Po. Pam dong trén san Vuon Dia
dang"® nhw phat dién. Ho reo ho tén Laxman nhiéu dén mitc Steve Wangh 10
vé gat gong. Doi budc chiing t6i chaoi follow on lai khong thé tan dung loi
thé do dé loai dugc ai trong doi ching t6i.

Laxman két thiic ngay hom do6 ghi dwgc 257 ma khong phai ra san, ghi
nhiéu hon s6 diém ca doi An Do ghi duogc trong loat danh béng dau tién.
Dravid ghi dugce 155 ma chwa phai ra san. Chiing t6i con nhiéu nguwdi chwa
bi loai nita, hon d6i Uc 337 diém, va giai dau chi con mot ngay.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cudi cung tao c6 thé thanh than di nga. Tao sé chiéu dai an t6i vi tran
hoa nay,” Ish néi khi ching t6i kéo ctra xuong.

“Hy vong bon tré lai ra cong vién choi,” t6i noi.

NGAY 5

Sv ky vong cua con nguoi dang la vo do. Trong khi hai ngay trudc, ching
toi chi cau mong c6é mot tran hoa, thi khdi dau ngay thit nam lai ddy lén
niém hy vong m@i. Laxman roi san, ghi dwgc 281 diém, va moi ngwoi trong
san van dong ditng 1én vo tay co vii lwgt danh bong mwdi mot tiéng dong ho
cua anh ta.

Doi trwdng An Do Ganguly dwa ra mot quyét dinh bat ngd. Sau mot gid
thi ddu cia ngay hom &y, anh ta tuyén b6 ngirng trdn dau véi so6 diém
657/7%2, Nghia 1a doi Uc phai quay lai va danh béng. Va ho phai ghi dugc
384 diém mdi thang.

“Ganguly c6 dién khong? Qua mao hiém. Ching ta nén choi tiép. Chap
nhan hoa va keét thic,” toi noi.

“Co lé trong dau anh ta toan tinh khac,” Ish noi.

“Sao?” Omi gai dau.

T6i cling khéng chac y dinh cua Ganguly. Ok, vay ching t6i da gap may
va tan dung dé dwa tran dau dén mot két qua hoa. Nhung tai sao doi trudng
tuyén bo khi anh ta cé thé choi ti€p cho dén lic hét thoi gian? Tri phi, di
nhién, anh ta muén mot quyét dinh. D6 13, mot chién thing cia An Do.

“Chac la anh ta dang dua. Ching ta vira phdi chaoi follow on. May ma ta
da khong thua ngay trong mot lwgt ném bong. Gio Ganguly lai nghi anh ta
c6 co hoi ném béng va loai nhitng ngudi Uc d6 that sao?” t6i néi.

Ish gat dau khi mot cau tha danh béng caa doi Uc quay lai vach danh
béng. Ganguly da budc ddi Uc muén thang phai ghi dugc 384, mot diém s
thach thitc - viéc nay khé nhung van cé thé. Nguoi Uc c6 thé choi an toan va
chap nhan két qua hoa, nhung day khong phai 16i choi cta Uc.

“Nay Ngai Toan, chuyén nay da bao gio xdy ra chwra? Da bao gio xay ra
chuyén bén phai choi follow on cu6i cung lai thang chwa?” Ish n6i. N6 ra
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hiéu cho Omi khan trwong n6i nhitng 10i cau nguyén dac biét ngay.

T6i 16i ra cudn sach dit liéu cricket trén gid. Ching t6i gan nhw cha ban
duwgc cudn nao trong sd nay, nhung nha xuat ban mét myc mudn ching t6i
lay vai cudn. “OKk, truedc day co xdy ra roi,” toi ndi sau muwoi phat tim kiém.

“Mady lan?” Ish néi, mat dan vao man hinh.

“Hai lan,” t6i n6i va nhan thdy Omi nham mat va 1am nham cau nguyén.

“Pdy nhé, c6 xay ra. Hai lan trong bao lau?” Ish noi.

“Hai lan trong mot tram mwdi nam qua.”

Ish quay sang t6i. “Chi hai lan a?”

“Mot 1an nam 1894 va sau dé la nam 1981,” t6i doc to 1én. “Ca hai lan,
doi Anh thing, doan xem ai nao, Uc. Xin 16i nhé, nhung néi theo théng ké,
tran nay xong roi.”

Ish gat dau.

“C6 vé nhw xac sudt thap qud, nén ta sé néi néu la An Do thing, tao sé tai
trg cho chuyén di Goa,” toi dua.

“Hodc néu An thing, may sé bat dau tin vao Thrwong dé?” Omi hua vao.

“U”, t6i néi.

T6i bdo Omi thoi dirng cau nguyén qua nhiéu. Mot tran hoa cling dugc.
Ganguly c6 1& khong biét ti 1 dn thua ra sao. Tinh huéng té nhat 1a doi Uc
con vugt qua ca diém 384.

“161/3,” Omi doc diém ctia Uc vao gi®d nghi uéng tra, tring véi gid giai
lao cta chung toi.

“Thoi chuan bi don ctra hang di. Vai tiéng nita tran dau mdi két thic. Co
khi ching ta sé c6 khach day,” t6i néi.

“Hoa ciing duwgc. Ching ta sé danh bai doi Uc lan khac vay,” Ish dé dat
cam gié lén.

NGAY 5 - SAU GIO NGHI UONG TRA

Po6i An D6 hin di tron gi d6 dic biét vao do in trong gid nghi. Poi Uc
quay lai va tiép tuc ltrng litng tién 1én mc diém 166/3. R6i nam vong ném

https://thuviensach.vn



béng chi tr, gom mot cd an ba ctia Harbhajan Singh. Vong ném bong tiép
theo, Uc 174/8. Trong liic ghi dugc tdm diém &y, mot nira doi Uc da bi loai
khoi san.

“Ish, may ctt ditng truwée ti vi la thé déo nao,” td6i n6i. Nhung Ish khong
ding, né dang nhay.

“Vitt me cdi xac suat thong ké cta may di,” Ish hét trong han hoan. Toi
khong thich ngwoi ta xic pham toan hoc, nhung t6i tin la né c6 thién chi.
Khi dang lam nhan chitng cua lich st thi ta cling dwgc phép noi tuc doi cau
dé an mirng chit.

Chang bao lau sau, hai cau tha danh bong cudi cung ciing bi loai not.
Harbhajan, anh chang cau thu nguwdi Sikh ma Ish hon 1én man hinh (va vét
nuéc dii con dinh khip trén day), di loai dwgc sdu nguoi, va An Dg gianh
chién thang mot cach ngoan muc hon bao gio hét.

Trong san Vuon dia dang, moi tdm biéu ngit, moi tdm &p phich va bat c
thit gi dé bat ltra ma nguaoi ta 1dy dwgc thi déu bi dét ca. Khong thé nao nghe
tiéng binh luan trén truyén hinh, khi dam dong ho reo moi lan tén cia cac
cau thu An Po dugc xwéng lén.

Ish ditng thang ngudi, chong tay ngang hong, nhin vao man hinh. Téi cé
thé thay tinh yéu chan thanh trong mat n6. Thinh thoang t6i da thay Ish nhin
nhitng cau thu mdc do xanh lo nhw thé né mong wéc la mét trong s6 ho.
Nhung hom nay, n6 khéng c6 mot chut tiéc nudi cho riéng minh. Toi nghi
né muon ho chién thang con hon cd muén dwgc 1a mot trong s6 ho. N6 da
thady Harbhajan nhay va né ciing nhay theo. N6 vo tay khi Ganguly dén nhan
cup.

“Hai qua bong, nhanh lén a, bon em dang choi,” mot thang bé vitt t& nam
muoi rupi 1én ban. Khach hang dau tién cia Mua Cricket An D tuyét voi da
deén.

T6i khoanh tay va nhin 1én bau troi. Cam on Thugng dé, vi diéu ky diéu
ngai ban cho chung con.
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“Chung t6i dén cung cap cac gidi phap, chi khong chi dé ban may qua
béng,” t6i bat dau.

T6i da vao dau hoan hdo r6i. Sw chuan bi cho dén hai dém cudi ciing
dang, toi ty nhu. Ching t6i dang & trong van phong hiéu trudng tai ngodi
treong thudc hé thong Kendriya Vidyalaya®. Can phong & trong tinh trang
toi tan, ban ghé op ep va nhitng chiéc ctp bam bui. Giéng hau hét cac van
phong va toa nha cta nha nwéc, nhitng choéng tai liéu cii chat cao trén may
cai ti. Ba hiéu trrdng cung sau giao vién ngoi quanh chiéc ban go hinh ban
nguyét. Ai phéi lam viéc & day han kho sé lam, toi nghi. Ai phai lam viéc thi
déu kho c4, t6i lai nghi.

“Tiép di,” hiéu trwdng noi, khi doan ngat dé gay hiéu ng bi kéo dai qua.

“Nén ching t6i c6 mot cau tha vo dich cap quan, nguwdi nay co thé thiét ké
mot goi sdn pham dwa trén nhu cau va ngan sach cta quy vi,” toi chi vao Ish
va moi giao vién nhin no.

T6i chuyén cac to gidy wdc tinh nhu cau hang thang cua trwong can c
vao tam tram hoc sinh. T6i da lam cho ho ban in laser @ mot ctta hang may
tinh, v&i gia ba rupi moi trang. Mot ngudi phuc vu mang banh goi va tra cho
moi nguoi.

“G6i nay sé ton bao nhiéu?” vi giam doc hanh chinh néi.

“Chung toi da lam vai phép tinh. Chi phi trung binh sé khoang mudi ngan
moi thang,” t6i noi.

“Thé nhiéu qua. Pay la mot trwong Kendriya Vidyalaya. Khong phai
tredng tw,” gidm doc hanh chinh néi. Ong ta déng cuén s6 lai roi day cho
tOi.

T6i hit mot hoi 16n that sau. T6i da nghi dén cau dap cho canh nay. “Thua
ong, chuing t6i c6 thé gidm xuéng.”

Ish cat 16i t6i, “Chi mwdi hai rupi cho moi tré mot thang. Cac vi khong
nghi chi phi thé thao dang bang chi phi cho mét chiéc bit myc sao?”
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May gido vién ngang dau lén khoi so6 ghi chép, li€c nhin nhau.

“Néi thang la khong. Chung t6i dugc danh gia dwa trén két qua cta minh.
Ti 1€ hoc sinh 1én 16p va cac hoc sinh kha giéi. Nguon lyc cta ching t6i han
hep,” vi gidm do6c ndi.

“Néu ai cling nghi nhw vay thi 14y dau ra cac van dong vién thé thao cho
An D§?” Ish noi.

“Tw nhitng gia dinh giau c4.” Vi giam déc thao kinh va binh tinh lau.

“Nhung tai nang khong chi dugc phan bo cho ngudi giau. Ching ta phai
mo rong pham vi.”

“Cau c6 biét phan nira s6 phong hoc ctia ching to6i bi dot nwéc khong,”
giam doc ndi. “Chung t6i nén mua nhitng qua béng long lanh hay la sita cho
dot day?” Ong ta ditng day toan bo di.

Trong dau t6i da vai lan chi tuc. Thoi nao Govind, phdi cttu vu nay. May
can lam an, bat ky vu lam dn nao.

“Thwa 6ng, ching t6i c6 thé lap mot phwong an nam ngan dong moi
thang,” toi noi.

Ish gio tay ra bao toi yén lang. Néu dwgc han toi da giét no.

Ish ditng lén, dé &ng vGi chiéu cao cua giam doc hanh chinh. “Thé 6ng &
day dé lam gi?”

“Cho 1 tré mot s gido duc,” vi giam doc noi, khuoén mat 6ng nghiém
nghi.

“Va gido duc & day chi la trong nhitng cu6n sach chiing doc dwdi mai nha
am dot nay sao? Con su gido duc ttr thé thao thi sao?”

“Gl cg?” giam doc hanh chinh hai.

“Moi ong Jitin ng6i xuéng,” ba hiéu tredng noéi. “Chung ta hay nghe xem
ho noi gi.”

Ong Jitin, to6i ghi nhé tén 6ng ta khi dng ngdi xudng.

“Cac vi c6 day bon tré mon hoc goi la lam viéc theo nhéom khong? Cac vi
c6 day ching theo dudi muc tiéu v6i niem dam mé khéng? Cac vi c6 day
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ching ky luat khong? Cac vi c6 day ching tap trung khong?” Ish hoi. T6i
giam chan, ra hiéu cho né ng6i xuéng. Nhung no 10 toi di.

“Cau dang noi gi thé?” Loi ciia mot gido vién.

“Thé thao day hoc sinh tat ca diéu nay. Cac vi thit néi xem, vay ai thanh
cong hon trong doi? Dwra tré biét tat cad cac cong thitc hoéa hoc hay la dira
biét lam viéc theo nhom, c6 dam mé, c6 ky luat va su tap trung?”

“Ngoi xudng nao, chang trai,” hiéu tredng ndi. Ish ng6i xuéng nhung van
khong chiu yen.

“To6i sé khong dwa ra phwong an cat gidm chi phi. Tam tram dira tré,
ngwoi ta muon nhot ching ca ngay trong 16p hoc. Chiing ta dudi theo nhitng
diém so cao vo dung, nhung lai khong chiu chi khoan tién tri gia hai chiéc
banh g6i cho thé thao.”

N6 chi vao nhitng chiéc banh g6i trén dia. Moi gido vién 1ap tic ngirng
an. Khoang ngtrng ay kéo dai cho dén khi vi hiéu tredng phat biéu. “Pugc
roi, mwoi ngan cling dang dé thit. Bé xem chuyén nay sé di dén dau. Cac anh
c6 hgp dong sau thang.”

Chung toi ding 1én dé bat tay. Sdu vi hoc thitc, dau nhu tudi ngili tuan,
ding 1én bat tay t6i. Pung vay, toi da tré thanh mot doanh nhan thye thu.

“Néu vu nay on, thi moi cac cau dén cudc hop & trudng Belapur cta
chuing t6i,” quy 0ng gia nhat trong nhom noi.

“O vang. Pay la 6ng Bhansali, hiéu trwéng & trudng Belapur. Ong dy dén
day tham, nén t6i da dé nghi 6ng dy dy cudc hop nay,” ba hiéu trwong gidi
thiéu.

T6i cam danh thiép ctia 6ng. Trong dau toi lwu y viéc dat danh thiép va
ban khoan c6 nén gio nam tay an mirng luon khong hay dé sau.
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MUOI MOT

“Goa, oa! Ai ma tot so6 nhi,” Vidya néi, ngam chiéc ghim trong miéng.
Em ding trén ghé trong phong, dang dinh poster Aamir Khan trong phim
Dil Chahta Hai 1én twong. To6i, gia su cia em, cam giip em cai khay dung
ghim. Thé 1a qua nhiéu cho vi tri tham quyén nhu toi.

“Goa la y twéng caa anh trai em day. Thuc s anh khong can ky nghi thé
nay,” toi noi.

“Di nhién anh can chi,” em néi khi buéc xudng. “Né sé gitip anh quén di
tran dong dat.”

“Thit sé gitip anh vugt qua tran dong dat ay la cong viéc, va s6 tién kiém
duwgc dé tra nhitng khodn vay kia. Chuyén di nay ngén hét cta bon anh ba
ngan.” Toi quay lai ban cua em.

Em ngoi vao ghé, mé sach ra va dap tirng trang khi em 14t gid.

“Em c6 thé t6 ra hitng thd hon khong?”

“Em dau phai dién vién giéi,” em noi.

“Thu vi lam. Vay em c6 hoc chwong vi phan trong thdoi gian goi 1a tw hoc
cua em khong.”

“Em tu hoc trong khi anh khong c6 thoi gian cho em,” em noi. “Du sao,
em ciing khong hiéu thit nay. Nhw moi khi, em dét dac. Cai ‘dx dt’ nay la gi
day, tai sao lai cé nhiéu ky hiéu dang so thé?”

“Vidya nay, em dang sap vao treong y. Em dirng c6 n6i nhw...” téi bé litng
gitta chirng. T6i m& chuwong vi phan ra. Tré hw don phai dwgec mém cho
nhitng diéu co ban.
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“Pting c6 nobi nhu gi co?”

“Nhw mot co6 ngoc thé. Gid thi tap trung vao.”

“Em khong ngoc. Anh c di Goa di, c lo lam an di, kiém tién di, c xtc
pham nguwoi khong ham hé mon toan va khéng cé thoi gian cho ban bé nita
di. Em c6 thé thu xép 6n thoéa.”

Cai tr cudi cung “6n thoa” dugc em noi to nhat.

“Xin 16i nhé. C6 van dé gi khong?” t6i néi sau mot 1at.

“C0, van dé vi phan. Chung ta bat dau duwgc chi?”

To6i mat mot tiéng dé giang cho em vé vi phan. “Thi lam bai nay xem.
Doc chuong tiép theo chd khi anh quay vé nhé,” t6i néi vao cudi budi hoc.

Em van yén lang.

“Vidya, sao doi khi khién cho em néi chuyén lai khé nhw nhd rang vay.”

“Em chi thich nhw thé nay thoi, cé sao khong? Chi anh md&i cé quyén phét
10 ngwdi khac thoéi chac?” em phan don. Mat em ngan w6t va nhitng ngén
tay dai run ray. Trwdc khi lan ngan w6t kia héa thanh mura, t6i phai té ngay.

“Bon ngay nita anh sé vé,” toi néi khi lao ra ctta.

“Ai quan tam cht?” em noi sau lung toi.

kR

“Nh¢ an diang gio va ding thite khuya nhé,” bé Ali néi khi tau bat dau
chay.

Ali qua phan khich nén khéng quan tam 10i bé dan do. N6 chiém ngay cai
giwong tang trén roi leo 1én. Omi noi 16i cau nguyén trede chuyén di.

“Me ké cua Ali khéng quan tam. N6 1a mot phan trai tim t6i,” b6 Ali néi
va mat ong ngan wét. “Doi khi tdi wéc minh khong tai hon.”

Chuing t6i cho tién va vé vao tii bong réi nhét vao trong tat cda toi. Di
cung mot cau bé muwdi hai tudi, va hai dia tré to dau khac, thi trach nhiém
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nay phai do lén t6i.

“Khong sao dau, thwa bac. Gid bac c6 thé tham gia cudc mit tinh bau cr &
Baroda ro6i,” toi noi.

“Pung vay. T6i khong thé dé Ali cung v6i me ké n6 sudt bon ngay dugc.”

“Nam nay bac c6 danh duwgc mot suat khong,” t6i néi khi toi tuoén va li
xuong dudi givong.

Tau bat dau chuyén banh.

“Khong, khong. Toi khong phai nhan vat cao cdp trong dang. Nhung toi
sé gitp ng c¥ vién & Belrampur. Ali nay, dirng c6 nhdy nhét ¢ gitta nhu thé,
Ali...” giong ctia 0ng xa dan khi tau tang toc.

Ish cam tay Ali va kéo né vao long. “Chao cho tir té di nao,” Ish néi.

“Khuada Hafiz, abba,” Ali goi v&i ra khi tau chay dén mién nhiéu nang
hon.

kek

“Ban t6 chirc. Chung t6i phai gap ban t6 chitc. D€ ching t6i vao,” t6i néi.
Mot ga tay day long 14 ngan t6i lai. Canh tay day la ctia m6t nhan vién an
ninh phu trach ngoai khu vuc khan dai VIP.

“Ba muoi ngan nguoi & day muon vao trong dé. Cau la ai? Di san chit ky
a?”

“Noi di,” Ish néi vdi toi, giong thi tham.

“Goi cap trén cta anh di. T6i can néi chuyén vGi ong ay.”

“Tai sao?” ga 1ong 1a nai.

Toi chia danh thiép ra. Trén dé viét “Zuben Singh, chu tich, Wilson
Sport”. Pandit-ji c6 lan gdp cht tich ctia cong ty thé thao 1én nhat An Po.
T6i da muwon tam thiép nay trong thung hang ctia 6ng.

“T6i s& hitu Wilson Sport. Chiing t6i mudn ban chuyén tai trg. Gio thi
anh co chiu hgp tac khong hay...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ga nhan vién an ninh toat hét moé hoi va goi cap trén. T6i nhac lai cau
chuyén cho anh nay. Anh ta goi cho nhan vién an ninh cao cdp nhét, ngudi
nay dén trong bo ao vét. Toi gida bam may goi dién, vo nhw dé trao doi vé
nhitng don hang tri gid hang tram triéu rupi. Anh ta van hoai nghi. T6i két
thiic cudc goi khac bang tiéng Gujarat va khuon mat anh ta mém lai.

“Nguwoi Gujarat a?” anh ta noi.

T6i nhin chim anh ta, c6 giai ma dé tim cau tra 15i hay nhat. O An D6 ban
khong biét ai do sé thich hay ghét ban chi vi ban dén tir mot noi nao day.

“Pung,” toi than trong noi.

“0, xin chao?” anh ta néi tiéng Gujarat. Cam on Thuwong dé vi An Do 1a
dat nwdc nhiéu vung mién.

“T6i vira tit Ahmedabad dén day,” to6i noi.

“Tai sao anh dén ma khong c6 hen?” anh ta ndi.

“Tdi dén xem tran d4u. Tdi da thdy doi Uc choi, va nghi c6 18 chiing tdi
c6 thé tim mot dai s thwong hiéu.”

“Tai sao lai d6i Uc? Tai sao anh khong chon An D6?”

Mot cau hoi hoan toan chang lién quan, nhung noé cho thay anh ta dan tin
ching t6i. “Khong du tién tra cho doi An D6. Nhitng cau thi gioi qua dat.
Nhitng cau thu toi thi, & anh n6i thit xem, anh c6 dinh mua cdy gay dugc
Ajit Agarkar xac thyc khong?”

Tay nhan vién an ninh gat dau. Anh ta n6i vao mic treo @ tai va quay sang
chung toi.

“MOot nguwoi cac anh @ lai v6i ching toi,” truéng nhom an ninh noi.

“Cau ta,” toi nbi va chi vé Omi.

“MOot nhan vién an ninh sé ho tong cac anh. Con cau bé nay? Cau ta cé
can di khong?”

“O c6 chi¥, cau ta ndm trong chién dich nay ddy. Anh biét ddy, ching toi
dang thuc hién chwong trinh huan luyén vién va hoc tro.”
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Cong md& ra. Pam nhan vién an ninh kham xét ching t6i dén phat phién.
Cudi cung, ching t6i cling dén duwgc khu khan dai riéng. Chung t6i budc qua
nhitng hang ghé sang trong, mau do, boc vai sgi thay tinh, r6i ngbéi xuéng
mot hang ghé trong. Chuing t6i ng6i ¢ khu vire 6 tam nhin t6t nhat trén san.
Chiing t6i dén sau khi lwot danh béng cia An Do da két thic. Gio dén luot
doi Uc danh bong. Ngoai nhitng cau tha dang & vach danh béng, ddi ctia ho
sé nhanh chong vao vi tri.

“Omi sé 6n chit?” Ish thi tham.

Toi gat dau.

“Chung t6i s& doi cho ddi Uc ra, dugc chit?” t6i néi véi tay nhan vién an
ninh phong khi anh ta lai nghi ngd nita. Anh ta gat dau.

“Anh cling la ngwoi Gujarat?” Ish hoi anh ta.

“Khong,” tay nhan vién an ninh néi. Anh ta trong cé vé that vong, nhu thé
mot O gai Gujarat lam trai tim anh ta tan v0.

“Nay, nhin that chdm ra nam hang dang sau di,” Ish noi.

T6i quay lai. C6 mdt anh chang nguwdi Sikh d6i khan xép mau huyét duy,
méc 4o cua doi tuyén An Do.

“Shanandeep Singh, cau thu dy bi. Cau ta sé vao doi tuyén thoi. Tao c6
nén dén bat tay khong nhi?”

“Pirng ngdc thé. Khi nghi may la ké deo bam ngwdi noi tiéng, thi bon ho
sé tong ching ta khoi day,” toi noi.

“Em uong dugc khong?” Ali n6i khi nhitng nguwdi phuc vu mac dong phuc
trang mang do uoéng nhe di qua.

“Ct gia vo nhu em s& hitu mot cong ty hai ti rupi. Ci¢ uéng di, Ali,” toi

7.

noi.
Chang bao lau, ching t6i déu uong nwdc Fanta trong nhitng chiéc coc cao.
Cam on Thuong dé vi cac nha tai trg.
Tiéng ram ri n6i 1én trong khu vyc khan dai ching t6i. Moi ngudi quay lai
nhin nhitng nguwdi mac do vang buwdc ra tir phong thay do. Ish siét chat tay
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t6i khi né thdy cac cau thu ddi tuyén Uc. Ho dén ngbi trwde ching toi hai
hang ghé.

“Kia 1a Steve Wangh, ddi trwéng tuyén Uc,” Ish thi thAm vao tai tdi. Qua
miéng no, toi c6 thé nghe nhip tim no6 dap.

Toi gat dau va hit that sdu. Vang, moi nguoi da ¢ dé - Bevan, Lehman,
Symonds va tham chi cd McGrath. Nhung ching t6i khong dén day dé gap
doi Uc nhu thé mot dam fan cudng. Ching t6i & day 1a c6 muc dich.

“Anh Ish, c6 cad Ponting, dang deo tdm 16t. Anh dy & hang dwéi,” tiéng
gao hét cta Ali pha hét no luc ng xit diém dam cta chdng t6i.

Vai nguoi chu y, nhung lai quay di vi Ali chi la daa tré.

Nhitng khach VIP thuc thu chang bao gio gao 1én vi cac ngbi sao, du ho
thich giao du vGi nhitng nguoi do.

Mot thanh nién da trang, t6i khong nhan ra la ai, buéc dén ngéi xuéng
hang ghé truée ching t6i. Anh ta mic 4o ddi tuyén Uc, nhung lai méc quan
sooc kaki binh thwong. Mai téc xodn, doi mat xanh bién tham, anh ta chac
chua qua hai muoi.

Cac khach VIP v6 tay khi Adam Gilchrist ghi sau diém. O khu virc khan
dai chung, c6 sy yén lang dau don. Ish mudn chwi thé tay ném béng Kkia,
nhung y thitc thang thé va né git® trat ty.

Poi tuyén Uc dap tay dn ming vi diém sau ghi duge. Ga thanh nién téc
xoan trirdc ching toéi gio nam tay lén.

Ali uéng hét coc Fanta thit ba.

“Pén noi chuyén di. Viéc cua tao xong roi,” toi thuc Ish.

“Pgi vai lwgt ném bong nita, dé tran dau dinh doat roi da,” Ish noi.

Poi Uc mat ngudi dau tién 1a Hayden, & diém s6 bay muoi va c6 mot
trang phdo tay trang nghiém & khu vuc khan dai VIP. Bong ddi dén chic
mung Ponting khi anh ta budc ra vach danh bong. Srinath loai Ponting & ba
lwgt bong sau do.
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Ish khéng thé kim minh 1au hon dwgc nita. “Pung roi, Srinath c6 1én,” Ish
khodi tra, lam t6i phai ngan dé n6 khoi dirng 1én ghé. Vai ngudi nhéch mép
vi thoi bubi nay ngudi ha dang cling vao duge khan dai VIP. Bevan, da deo
tam bao vé chan, ra san danh béng. Anh chang téc xoan quay sang nhin Ish.

“Tién lén, An D6 tién 1én. Ching ta c6 thé lam duwgc. Chién thing chung
culc, 2-2 roi,” Ish tw néi véi minh.

Anh chang kia nhin cham ching t6i. Ish c6 y thitc hon.

“Khong sao dau anh ban, chiic mirng,” anh ta nai.

“Xin 16i, ching t6i...,” t6i noi.

“Néu do 1a doi cua t6i, t6i cling lam vay thdi,” anh ta noi.

Day la co hdi dé néi chuyén. Co 1€ anh ta la em trai cia mot cau thu hoac
gi do.

Ta6i thuc cui cho vao Ish.

“Xin chao,” Ish noi. “Toi la Ishaan, chung t6i tt Ahmedabad & Gujarat.
Va anh ta la Zubin, anh ta s& hitu hang thé thao Wilson. Va day la Ali.”

“Rat vui dugce gap anh. T6i la Fred. Fred Li.”

“Anh choi trong doi a?” toi hoi Fred.

“Luc nay thi khong, chan thwong & lung. Nhung ding, to6i bat dau choi
cho d6i Uc tir mot ndm trude.”

“Panh bong?”

“Ném bong, s& truong toc do,” Fred tra 10i.

“Fred nay, ching ta can néi chuyén. Vé cau bé nay. Ching ta thuc sy can
néi chuyén,” Ish n6i, né thé déc vi phan khich.

“Cling duogc thoi, dé toi lai cho anh.” Fred néi va nhdy qua ghé, ngoi
xuong canh Ish.

Nhan vién an ninh thé phao khi anh ta thay ching t6i ng6i véi nguoi da
trang. Han chung t6i cling kha quan trong.

Ish két thic cau chuyén ctia né sau mot tiéng dong ho.
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“Anh muon t6i kiém tra né a? Anh ban nay, anh nén dwa né dén gap nha
tuyén mo nwdc anh hodc gi dé.”

“Tin t6i di, néu nha tuyén mo An Do ma biét lam viéc ctia minh thi chiing
toi sé khong thua nhiéu tran nhw vay tredc mot dat nedc ma dan so chi bang
mot phan ndm muoi dan ching t6i. Khong cé y xtic pham dau.”

“Poi chung t6i rat kho danh bai. Co vai 1y do,” Fred n6i twr ton.

“A, d61a 1y do t6i muén anh kiém tra né. T6i da boi dudng gan mot nam,
va sé tiép tuc lam nhw vay. Chang t6i di hét hai tw tiéng dong ho dé gap ai do
trong doi cua anh, vi toi tin cac anh.”

“Va diéu dé6 sé giip gi? Néu toi néi né tot thi sao?”

“Néu anh bdo thang bé nay cé tiém nang tam c& thé gidi, toi sé danh ca
doi minh dé mang né dén thé gidi, téi thé day. Lam on di, chi can ném bong
cho né vai lan théi.”

“Anh ban a, néu ai di qua t6i cling lam nhuv vay...”

“T6i van anh day, Fred. Ldi cau xin ctia mot cau tht véi mot cau tha. Hay
ding hon, mé6t cau thu vo danh v&i mét cau tha 16n.”

Fred nhin cham Ish, cdp mat xanh khong hé chdp.

“T6i da choi cho quan cua t6i. Chwa bao gio dwgc diu dat dé tién xa hon,”
Ish ti€p tuc. “T6i da bo phi viéc hoc hanh, da tranh dau véi cha me t6i, da
vt bo sw nghiép ctia minh vi mon thé thao nay. Moén thé thao nay la tat ca
v0i toi. Khong phai ai anh gap cling nhv vay dau.”

Fred mim cudi truée 15i d6. “Anh ban a, ngudi An cac anh diing 1a gidi
lam ngudi khac xic dong. Tin toi di, téi cling tit bé nhiéu thit vi tro choi
nay.”

“Vay la anh dong y a?”

“Bon lan béng thdi nhé, khong hon. Sau tran dau. C & gan day,” Fred noi
va quay vé ghé cia minh. “Va t6t hon anh nén hy vong doi Uc sé thing, dé
toi con co tam tri gitt 10i hiva.”
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Nu cuwoi cua Ish dong bang lai. “To6i khong lam thé dwgc. Toi khong thé
cau mong An D6 thua dugc.”

“Pua thoi anh ban. Cac anh giéi lam nguwoi khac xic dong. Nhung chung
toi giéi lam ngwoi khac bye minh,” Fred nheo mat.

Mot ntta s6 ti? tiéng Anh kiéu Uc Fred noéi ra t6i khong hiéu, nhung du sao
chiing t6i van cuoi.

“Goi ban toi di, ching t6i can anh ta,” t6i n6i vdi tay nhan vién an ninh,
giong kién quyét.

Hai phit sau, Omi dén ngo6i cung chung t6i. Lic vao, n6 khat dén noi vo
ngay coc nuwdc cua Ali.

“Bon may da lam quai gi thé? Tao dgi ca hai gio lién?”

“Két ban,” t6i néi, mim cudi dap tra Fred khi doi Uc ghi dwgc bén diém.

Uc thang tran, nhung Ish khong cé thdi gian ma x6t xa. N6 phéi deo tdm
bdo vé cho Ali. Chung t6i xuéng san khoang nira tiéng sau 1é bé mac tran
cudi.

“Anh ta ném bong nhanh day.” Ish quay sang Ali, “Em c6 muén doi mii
bao hiém khong?”

Ali lac dau.

“P0oi vao di.” Ish doi mii bao hiém lén dau Ali.

“San sang chwa, anh ban?” Fred goi tit phia ném béng.

Ali gat. Ish vao vi tri gilt coc gon. Fred chay da muoi budc, vé mat div
ton. Qua béng bay vu qua Ali. Ish buwéc lui lai dé chup lay.

“Tai nang u?” Fred noi vai toi khi anh ta chuan bi chay da tiép.

“Nay, c6 chuyén gi thé Ali?” Ish noi.

“Em khong thdy duwgc. Qua béng mau trang. Ma nguwdi nwdc ngoai lam
madt s¢ qua.”

“Lo khuoén mat di. Nhin qua bong dy,” Ish n6i khi né thdo mii bdo hiém
ra. Omi chay dén dé diéu chinh man hinh den & ngoai bién.
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Fred thyc hién ci ném béng thit hai hoan hdo. Lan nay Ali danh tring
béng. Cay gdy lam bong chuyén hwéng bon muoi lam do. Béng bay thap
nhung khong cham xuéng dat, mai cho tdi khi viegt qua bién. Sau diém.

“Vai that! Tt dau ra thé?” Fred noi.

“Hai lan ném boéng nita,” to6i n6i. To6i hiéu diéu gi dang xay ra trong dau
Fred. Cai cam giac bi nghién nat, bi xé thanh nhiéu manh, bi ché ngy bai
mot thang bé, cam gidc dy chi méi khéi dau thoi.

Qua bong thit ba, bon diém, va qua bong cudi cung la sau diém. Khuon
madt anh ta trong nhw bi lam nhuc hon la sg hdi. Va du anh ta c6 dung cum tw
“anh ban” dén bao nhiéu lan, thi giong van chuyén tr diém tinh sang lo lang.
Trong anh ta nhu ké bi lung lay hét moi niém tin vé cricket.

“Sao no6 lam thé dwoc,” Fred thot 1én, vo mai téc xoan.

Chtng t6i nhin Ali. N6 ng6i xudng san va 6m dau.

“Em c6 sao khong?” Ish néi. Sttc ép da xam chiém Ali.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” Fred noi.

“Tap trung cao do khién n6 mat nhiéu sitc. C¢ sau vai cii danh manh thi
n6 can hoi sttc. O khu phé cua toi, tdi da day né choi hét tron mét lwgt danh
bong, nhung hom nay...”

“Ap Iyc day, anh ban a, di chuyén mot quing duong xa nhu thé, r6i anh
tong mot ga da trang dang so dén trwedc mat nd,” Fred noi.

“N6 phai déi mat v4i chuyén nay,” Ish no6i. N6 cti xuéng thao tdm bao vé
cho Ali.

“Puing, can strc chiu dung va luyén tap, nhung sé co trién vong day,” Fred

7.

noi.

“Anh nghi thé a?”

“P6 la phan quyét caa Fred.”

“Nay cac anh cho duwge khong, toi can goi dién.” Fred néi va budc di dé
bam dién thoai di dong. T6i khong nghe dugc Fred noi gi, nhung anh ta noi
chuyén hang say hét mwdi phit r6i mdéi quay lai véi chiing t6i.
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“Cam on Fred,” Ish néi. T6i c6 thé thady niém hanh dién trén mat Ish.

“Céc anh may day. Sao cac anh khong mang cau bé dén Uc mot chuyén?
Vira di choi va tap luyén trong hoc vién chiing t6i,” Fred moi nhu thé di Uc
la chuyén binh thuwdng nhw thé bat 6 t6 di Navrangpura.

“That u?” Ish néi.

Pung day, t6i nghi. Chiing t6i da tich gop tién méi mua dwgc vé hang hai
di Goa. Chiing t6i ra vé ngay trong dém dé tiét kiém tién. Ay vdy ma, Ish
muén di Uc.

“Chung t6i khong thé dau, Fred,” t6i xen vao.

“Tai sao?” Fred hai.

“Chung t6i khong du tién. To6i khong s& hitu mot doanh nghiép cricket.”

“Gi co?”

“T6i quan ly mot cira hang cricket nho thoi. Vi chuyén nay ma ching toi
da noi doi dé vao dugc khu vire khan dai cho cac anh.”

Khéng khi tré nén cang thang.

“B0 tién su,” Fred cuoi. “Cac anh bao gan that. Du sao, t6i cling khong
gidu c6 gi, cling nhw cau thit An D6 cac anh thdi. Nén t6i ciing thay ching
viéc gi. Nhung cac anh c6 thé gap rac roi néu bi phat hién.”

“T6i phai dam bao la Ali dugc ngudi tot nhat kiém tra,” Ish néi.

“Vay cho né sang Uc di. Ngay mai t6i r&i An Dg. Cita hang cac anh lém
chirng nao.”

“Nhé lam,” Ish noi. “Va vé thi rat dat.”

“A, ban géi cii cua t6i 1am viéc v6i Qantas. Dé t6i xem c6 thé lam dugc
gl,” Fred noi khi chung tdi quay budc. “Chi cd Ish va Ali thoi nhé?”

“Khong sao,” tdi noi lién.

“Khong, ching t6i la doi tac, Fred a. Hodc 1a di ca hodc khong. Chuing toi
can bon vé,” Ish noi.

“Cho da nhé,” Fred noi khi anh ta buéc di dé goi dién tiép.
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“Pugc roi,” Fred néi khi quay lai. “Téi c6 thé mua bon vé.”

“Oa,” Ish thot 1én, “nay Ali, chuyén nay la nhd em ddy.” Ali mim cudi.

“Nhung t6t hon nén dé thang Bay,” Fred néi, “Lic d6 1a mua dong ¢ Uc
va veé sé ré hon.”

“Thang Bdy ciling dugc,” téi néi. “Chung téi khong thé di vao mua nghi
he, d6 la cao diém ban hang.”

To6i tinh todn, ngoai tién vé ra, phdi chi tién ho chiéu, visa va chi phi sinh
hoat cho chuyén di nay. Toi can thoi gian dé tiét kiém da so tién do. Toi
khong nhat thiét phai lam chuyén nay, nhung dau phai ngay nao ban ciing cé
co hoi di nwdc ngoai.
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MUOIT HAI

“Cho nay c6 may thit d6 bé di. Nhung sé la cai kho tuyét voi cho ctra
hang cac chau day,” Mama néi, m& ctta nha kho cfi nat.

Anh néng téa vao cian phong lan dau tién trong nhiéu nim. Hai con chudt
liu riu chay ngang. Chiing t6i mo tim dwong di gitta dong bao day rong,
nhitng chong gach va dong vita bo di.

“Phai mat hang tuan dé sap xép noi nay. Omi, chiing ta can sau bong den
tran,” toi noi.

“Phong nay dai bon mét ruwdi, rong bon mét rudi. Kich thwéc 6n day,”
Mama noi.

“Mama, cadu muoén cho thué cho nay bao nhiéu?” t6i néi.

T6i da quyét dinh chuyén sang ban budn. T6i chac chan giai cricket vira
xong sé khién nhu cau tang dang ké. Mién la t6i c6 thé mua hang chiu, toi sé
kiém duoc tién.

“Vé& van. Mot 6ng b6 chang bao gio 1y tién thué nha cta con trai minh
cd,” Mama noi.

Toi ghét cai cai kiéu nhan dirc dy. Toi da wdc tinh tién thué kho nay bang
nia tién thué ctra hang. N6 khong c6 mat tién, nén khong dung lam ban 1é
duoc.

“Ma no6i chuyén con trai, hom nay ta mudn cac chau gap con trai ta,”
Mama noéi va kéu, “Dhiraj! Dhiraj!”

Dhiraj, thang con mwdi bén tudi cia Mama, tir san dén chay tGi. Cai 4o
phong c6 hinh ngwdi nhén va quan jean twong phéan véi ci dia dung son va
bdt nghé ma n6 cam trén tay.
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“A bd day r6i. D€ con bdi vét son cho nao,” Dhiraj noi.

Dhiraj chdm vét son 1én tran Mama.

“Chao cac anh con di,” Mama noi. “Govind, Ishaan va, di nhién, Omi.”

“Chao em,” toi noi.

“Chu ctra hang cricket. Em yéu cricket,” thang bé néi, giong magi v& &
tudi day thi.

“No6 con tré 1am, nhung ngoai gio hoc, n6 da biét giip cau trong chién
dich tranh ct,” Mama no6i day ty hao. “Pa di hai chuyén dén Ayodhya. Vé
vét son cho cac anh con di, con trai.

Dhiraj chdm dau son 1én tran cho ca ching t6i. “Con phai lam xong lé
puja. Anh Ish nay, hdm nao anh phai chi cho em vé cricket day.”

“Han ro6i, thoi chay mau di,” Mama noi.

Chting t6i ra khoi kho. Mama chét ctra lai.

“Moi viéc thé nao r6i Mama? Cau c6 can chau khong?” Omi néi.

“Chi con sau thang nita la bau c. Trong vai thang téi, cac lién minh sé
bat dau. Ta phai cho Parekh-ji thay ta c6 thé lam viéc tai ba thé nao.”

T6i ldy ra muwdi t& mot tram rupi va dat vao tay Mama.

“Tién thué kho, Mama,” t0i noi.

“Khong ldy tién,” 6ng nai.

“Purng tir choi, Mama. Chau da san sang nghe 10i cau r6i. Cong viéc dang
kha 1én. Chiing chéu sé sém trd khoan tién vay nita,” t6i noi.

ek

“Xin chao, Pandit-ji a? Cha nghe dugc khong?” t6i néi. Toi nhan dugc
cudc goi cua Pandit-ji mot thang sau khi t6i thué kho. Cudc dién thoai rat
kho nghe vi tiéng chuéng dén, va toi phai cang tai l1én md&i nghe giong cta
ong ta qua duong dién thoai t6i té nay.
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“T6i chan lam roi, Govind a. T6i muén ga quach may dia con gai di, roi
quay vé Kashmir cta t6i.”

“Chéau hiéu, Pandit-ji,” t6i néi. Ong ta ké cho t6i chuyén nay ca chuc lan
1Oi.

“Pung, nhung tuan trudc c6 mot gia dinh tr té dén nha chung t6i. Ho cé
hai thang con trai, ca hai déu & London. Ho sé nhan hai dita con gai nha toi.
Muo6n lam cang s6m cang t6t.”

“Chung mat 1é a?”

“Pung, twdng twgng xem khoan tién tiét kiém dwgc. Nhwng néu la mot 1é,
ho mu6n phai cho dang hoang. T6i da ban cai kho, nhung t6i can nguwdi mua
hang.”

“Hang tri gia bao nhiéu?”

“Gia ban la hai tram ngan. Trong do, ngwoi ban 1é nhu cac cau gitt muoi
phan tram lgi nhuan, t6i chi 101 mwoi phan tram thoi. Gia thyc cta né la
chtrng m6t tram bén mwoi ngan.”

“Mot tram ngan thi chau sé l1dy,” t6i noi trong con boc dong. Ish va Omi
nhin t6i ngac nhién. T6i dang muu tinh dién ro gi day?

“Chi phi ciing dén mot tram b6n mwoi ngan réi, gio cdu mudn toi chiu 16
sao?”

“Chau dang mua toan bo co ma.”

“Chuyén tién cho t6i thang sau, cdu c6 thé ldy vdi gia mot tram muoi
ngan,” Pandit-ji noi.

“Chau da bao mot tram ngan. Khong hon,” téi noi, giong qua quyét.

“Bao gio cau c6 thé 1ay hang? Nguwoi mua kho can 1ay ngay,” Pandit-ji
noi.

“Hom nay,” toi noi.

Vé sau, khi t6i ké cho Ish va Omi nghe thuwong vu nay, nhitng nép nhan lo
lang ct ching chit trén tran ching. To6i thdy vu nay nhu mot mé vang. An
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Do da thi dau tuyét voi trong nhitng gidi gan day. Mua nghi hé sé bat dau vai
tuan nita. Néu ban hét, t6i c6 thé nang gip doi khoan tiét kiém.

“May biét may dang lam gi chit?” Ish ngo vuc.

T6i nhin n6. Nhitng rui ro trwdc day cda téi da lam no that vong. Nhung
ma, ban khong thé lam an ma khong chap nhan danh cugc.

“Co, tao biét. May c6 tin tao khong?”

“Di nhién,” n6 noi. “Nhung con gai 6ng ta di r6i.”

“Gl1 ca?” toi noi, boi roi.

“May quan tam dén con bé,” Ish nhac nhé toi.

“0,” t6i néi va quay di. May khong biét ai quan tim dén ai dau, thing ban
a, toi ngh.

ek

Viéc kinh doanh bung né trong ba thang tiép theo. Moi difa tré An D6 déu
choi cricket trong thang Nam va Sau. Cac chuyén gia goi loat tran diu gitra
An D6 va Uc 1a lich st. Nhitng tran ddu chinh thitc déu trung véi thoi diém
thi cr. Tinh trang khong duwgc choi cricket, bi b6 budc don nén nhw vay chi
co dip bung ra dung vao ky nghi.

“Pay la cach Harbhajan cam bong phai khéng?” mot thang bé bay tudi co
nam qua bong cricket trong ban tay nhé xiu.

“Cach danh ctia Laxman va cda tao giong y hét,” mét thang bé khac &
cong viéen noi.

Lwong khach dén civa hang trong dén tang gap ba lan. Cong viéc ban buon
ctia chuing toi con tot hon rat nhiéu. Cac nha ban 1é khéng ngtrng goi dién.

“Gi co? Pandit-ji sé quay vé Kashmir uv? Ma nay, cho hai hop bong dén
ctta hang thé thao & City Mali nhé?” mot nguwdi néi.

“T6i da tiép quan viéc kinh doanh cta Pandit-ji. Ci¢ goi cho ching toi
nhé, chung toi sé giao hang trong hai gio,” toi ndi véi mot cita hang 16n khac
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o Satellite.

“Khdng, thanh to4n bing tién mat thdi. Ahmedabad khong ban chiu. Ong
muon lay ngay phai tra tién luén,” toi n6i véi mot ngwdi muén mua chiu.

T6i quan ly tién, Omi di giao hang, trong khi Ish trong ctra hang. Khi cac
treong hoc ma cwa trd lai, n6 con kiém ludn viéc cung tng hang thang cho
ho. Gio ching t6i cung cap cho bon treong hoc. Chi cé ngay quoc khanh 15
thang Tam ching t6i m&i cé dwgc mot ngay yén binh & ctra hang.

“Ching ta nén tha diéu. Nhin bau troi ma xem, kiém tién dé qua,” toi vira
néi vira dém tién.

“Dém nhanh 1én,” Omi ndi. “Mama mudn chung ta dén ltic bon gio.”

Mama d3 t6 chitc budi mit tinh vao ngay quéc khanh An P9, trung véi
ngay bo Ali duy kién c6 bai dién thuyét cho &ng c¥ vién dang cia 6ng. Hon
thé, ca hai cudc mit tinh nay dién ra cing mot dia diém, & hai dau cong vién
Nana.

“Chung ta sé t6i do luc bon gio. Nhung doan xem 1gi nhudn bon thang
qua la bao nhiéu,” t6i nhin hai dira kia.

Cé hai nhun vai.

“Bay muoi ngan,” toi noi.

“Bdy muai gi co?” Ish noi.

“Pung thé. Trong d6 bon muoi ngan dé tra khodn tién vay. Phan ba muoi
ngan con lai la cua ching ta,” t6i néi va dwa cho moi dita mot coc tién.

“Ai quyét dinh chia s6 tién nay?” Ish néi.

“Tao, c6 van dé gi khong?” to6i néi va nhan ra minh vwot quéa giéi han
bang cai giong qua quyét doan.

“Khong. Vay thi ching ta con ng bao nhiéu?”

“Chi con hai muwoi ngan nita, néu tinh ca 1ai suat. Chuing ta sé tra hét vao
cu6i nam nay,” t6i ndi va khéa két. T6i bé chia khéa vao tui do. Toi ditng
lén dinh vao kiém kho.

“Nay, Govind,” Ish vira néi vira niu tay kéo t6i xuéng.
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“Gi day?”

“Nuéce Uc,” n6 néi.

“Thoi nao, ching ta da ban roi. Bung, gap duwoc Fred that t6t, va Ali cling
gioi. Moi toi chi tién lam visa thoi da mat ba ngan moi nguwoi.”

“Fred chiu tién vé roi,” Ish noi.

“Nhung ching ta van phai chi nhiéu. Tao tinh mo6i nguwdi it nhat phai
muoi ngan, ca bon la bon muoi ngan,” t6i néi. To6i cling mudn di 1am, nhung
khong chiu ndi chi quéa nhiéu cho mét cudc choi boi ton kém.

“Pay la muwdi ngan cua tao,” Ish no6i va dui coc tién cho téi. “Phan tao
déng gép vao quy di Uc.”

T6i nhin Ish va Omi. Bon nay dién mat r6i. Dién nang.

“Cam lay tién nay vé ma ddi cho b6 may ay. May can lam nhw vay.”

“B0 tao sé tim ra ly do khac dé chtti tao thoi,” Ish noi.

“Tién cta tao day.” Omi cling ddi coc tién ctaa no.

“Nao Omi,” toi noi.

“Tao khong lam vi tién. Tao dwgc lam cung bon may, va tao khong phai
lam thay té. Vi tao vay la du r6i.”

“Vay thi gitt lai lam an va...” T6i bi cat 15i ngay.

“Khong, tien nay chi danh di Uc thdi.”

“Pung lac viéc lam an dang thuan lgi chy! 0, dwoc thdi,” téi néi va ném
coc tién ctia minh vao.

“Pung roi day,” Ish noéi, “ching ta da c6 ba mwoi ngan. Gid chi can lan
nay may khong tra tién vay.”

“Khong doi nao, Ish. Tién vay phai tra.”

“Chung ta sé tra - sau nay,” Ish noi.

“Ish, may cha chiu nghe gi cd. Néu cac chi phi khac doi 1én thi sao?”

“Chung ta sé chi tiéu cang it cang tot. Ching ta sé mang du banh theplas
va banh khakras dé an trong thoi gian ¢ ddy. Fred sé thu xép cho §. May thw
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nghi ma xem, ddi tuyén cricket Uc,” Ish noéi.

Toi ngoi xudng thd dai. B6i tdc kém nhem vé tai chinh nhin téi nhw tré
con cho keo.

“Puwgc r6i. Thé cai dai 1y du lich khi gi6 dy la ai, dé tao thwong lwong véi
han,” t6i noi.

“Pung roi dy, tién hanh thoi,” Ish vira néi vira quay s6 nguoi dai ly.

“MOt tuan, tao khong thé bo cong viéc lau hon dwge, va moi ngay ¢ do sé
rat dat,” toi noi khi cam dién thoai.

Omi ngat may.

“Pé sau di, chung ta phai dén cong vién Nana ngay,” Omi ndi.

Skfesk

“Pén hai lan. Nguwoi ta da dao Ayodhya hai lan.” Mama gio hai ngoén tay.

Tiéng ong vong lai, vi chat lwgng kém ctia may cai loa hon la dnh hwdng
ti* nhitng 16i ctia 6ng. Ish va t6i ng6i phia ngoai cing hang dau. Omi ditng
trén san khdu. N6 cam thdy minh la ngudi quan trong khi deo phu hiéu cta
dang, du vi tri cia n6 chi la thang chay viéc vat. Trach nhiém cua no la
mang nwdc cho moi nguwdi dang ngoi trén san khau.

Mama da quang ba rat tot. Hai tram nguoi da c6 mat, khong t6i cho mot
cudc hodi hop & trong khu dan cw. Ung cr vién, Hasmukh-ji ngdi gita san
khau, ong la cyu chinh trj gia ctia bang, va la phu ta 1au dai cta Parekh-ji.
Mama dang tan huwdng nam phit cdm micro ctia minh trwdc bai phéat biéu
cua Hasmukh-ji.

“Vao nam 1978, ASI, mot co quan cda chinh phu, da tim thdy bang chitng
vé ng6i dén. Nhung chinh phu phe thé tuc da che gidu viéc nay. R6i dén nam
1992, nhitng tinh nguyén vién than mén cua ching ta da bi day dén nuwdc
phai pha v& cong trinh dy. Va ho phat hién ra mdot th.”

Ish bat dau bé dot tay, dé khéi phai nghe 16i Mama.
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“Ho tim thdy mot ban kinh Hari-Vishnu viét chac chan rang trong qua khi
& dé c6 mot ngdi dén. Nhung dang thé tuc da chon vui tin tite d6. Nguoi ta
chuyén sang chu tdm vao nhitng ngudi tinh nguyén, coi ho la nhitng ké pha
hoai. Nhung con bang chitng thi sao? Liéu mot ngudi Hindu & An D6 c6 thé
doi héi cong ly hay khong? Chiing ta nén di dau? Bén nwéc My u?”

Moi ngudi vo tay khi Mama roi san khau. Mama c6 tiém nang lam (ng ct
vién, toi nghi.

Hasmukh-ji dén chd micro. Ong ta dé nghi moi ngwdi nhim mét va néi
Gaytri Mantra ba lan. Diéu dé lu6n c6 tac dung. Bam dong huwdng tng. Ho
thich Hasmukh-ji ngay ca khi 6ng ta chwa cat 101i.

Omi roi san khau, va dén cho t6i. “Govind, Mama mudn may do tham
cudc mit tinh cta boé Ali. Va Ish, may ra sau canh ga dwgc khéng, can phai
mang banh di phat.”

“Nhung tai sao?” toi béi roi.

“May da hira giip Mama, nhé khéng?” Omi néi, tam phu hiéu bang lua
bay phat pho trong gié.

Tai buéc dén dau kia cong vién, dén cudc tu tap kia. O day trang tri ding
it mau vang hon, va nhiéu mau trang hon.

“Gujarat la noi c6 nhitng nguoi tri tué,” bé Ali dang néi, “nhitng ngwoi
biét rang chinh tri tach bach véi ton gido.”

T6i tim mot ghé & hang cu6i va quan sat dam dong. Khong nhw cho
Mama v@i mot tram phan tram la ngwoi Hindu, & day nguwdi hon tap hon.
Néu dang thé tuc la dang than Hoi gido nhw Mama da noi, sao lai c6 nhiéu
nguwoi Hindu ngoi day?

“Cac vi than ma chung ta cau nguyén, tt thoi ctia ho ho da ditng tach xa
khoi chinh tri. Néu ching ta thyc sy muon di theo cac vi than, ching ta phai
tach bach ton giao vai chinh tri. Ton gido la viéc riéng tw, chinh tri la viéc
chung,” bd Ali néi.

“Cau c6 phdi dang vién khong?” ai d6 hoi toi. T6i lac dau. T6i doan anh
ta la nguoi Hindu.
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“Con anh?” t6i noi.

“C0, ca may thé hé,” anh ta néi.

B6 Ali moi ¢ng ctt vién chinh, Ghulam Zian, lén san khau.

Khi céi 6ng ngoai that thap kia bat dau noi, thi cdc micro ngung bat va
nhitng chi€c quat cay tat ngdm. Nhitng tiéng ri ram lan khap gitta dam dong.
Bi mat dién v? Khong, vi si kién nay c6 san may no.

“Pha hoai. BPang Hindu lam day,” mot ngudi trong dam déng noi. Sy cang
thang lan tran trong khong khi. Moi nguwdi dang ban chuyén tdn cong cudc tu
tap cua nguoi Hindu.

“Hay cho lii kia mot bai hoc,” mot ké Iyc lwdng dan dau mot nhém nguoi
va nhac ghé 1én. T6i ban khoan khong biét c6 nén quay vé canh bdo Mama
khong.

“Co dién r6i. Thwa quy vi, xin moi ng6i xuoéng. Pa cé dién ro6i,” bo Ali
1én san khau, hai tay khoanh lai. Quat lai quay.

T6i nhG chuyén nhitng con tinh tinh hén nhau va co ché hoa gidi. Nhung
ngay liuc nay, khong c6 nu hon nao ca. Chi c6 nhitng chiéc ghé c6 thé bi
quang khap noi khi mat dién.

T6i budc ra ngoai. T6i goi cho dai 1y du lich. “Ching t6i mudn lam bon
ho chiéu, va xin visa di Uc. Va dirng cho t6i cai gia dién ro.”

T6i quay lai nghe bai dién thuyét cia Ghulam Zian. B6 Ali nhan ra t6i va
budc dén. “Oi kia, cau Govind. Didu gi khién cau dén day? Chao mimg,
chao mung.”

“Béc noéi hay 1dm. Bac biét Ish c6 dy dinh dwa Ali sang Uc chwa?” t6i noi.

“N6 ké roi, thanh Alla mudn nhw vay, nén cac chau sé di. Moi ngay Ali
nhac tén Ishaan it nhat cad chuc lan. B6i khi to6i cam giac cau Ish la cha n6
chit khéng phai tdi. Goa, Uc, t6i chwa bao gid ti chdi né. Sao cau ta khong &
day?”

“A, cau ay va Omi dang...”
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“O cudc mit tinh kia ha, phai khong? Dirng lo, t6i hiéu ma. Lia chon cua
cac cau.”

“Chau la doanh nhan. Chau khong quan tdm dén chinh tri,” t6i no6i. “Thuc
ra, chau phai di day.”

Ong ta buc theo tdi. “Tdi s& dén chao cau Ishaan.”

T6i muén bao 6ng dy rang dén ché cudc mit tinh cia Mama la y twdng
that khung khiép. Véi 6ng ay, chinh tri c6 thé la tro tiéu khién, nhung véi
Mama dé l1a chuyén song con. T6i khong néi gi khi ching t6i quay lai cudc
mit tinh cia Mama. Hasmukh-ji van dang néi, véi rat nhiéu c chi bang tay.
“Cdc ban hay dat tay 1én tim minh. Ban khong cam thay bat cong vi la nguoi
Hindu sao? Néu chiing ta tt'ng c6 nén van hoa va chinh quyén t6t nhat tw
cach nay hang ngan nam trudc, tai sao gio lai khong?”

Tw trén san khau, Mama nhin thay ching t6i, 6ng chi ngén tay. Mot vai
nguoi trong dam dong nhin t6i va bo Ali.

“Nay, ai kia?” mot ngudi noi.

Pam dong la 6 ching t6i. B6 rau cia bo Ali trong hoan toan khong phu
hop vGi noi nay.

“Bién di, do phan boi,” mdt ngwoi trong dam dong noi.

“Cho han mot bai hoc,” ngudi khac néi.

Hasmukh-ji ngtrng néi. That may, ong ta giit yén lang.

B0 Ali gio tay vay Mama va Hasmukh-ji.

“Bo Ali, bac di di,” t6i lam bam, khong nhin vao 6ng.

Omi chay dén niu tay to6i. “May lam quai gi thé? Tao bdo may dén do
tham, may lai mang ké do tham khac lai day a?”

B6 Ali nghe Omi noéi, dng nhin t6i. T6i 1ic dau. Ong mim cudi véi toi, nu
cwoi thau hiéu, va quay lung buéce.

“Chau quan tam quai gi vu nay,” toi hét tra. T6i khong tin ong nghe thay
tOL.
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MUOI BA

“Ban dau 14 Goa, gi® lai Uc. Anh kinh doanh céi gi thé?” Vidya néi, mét
em to bang loai dong xu mot rupi mdi.

“Khi Ish viét thw lai cho Fred, Fred da giir 16i hita. Bon anh da nhan dugc
vé qua thw,” t6i néi. Chung tdi vira két thic budi hoc va td6i mudn bao cho
em biét sy vang mat sap téi cia minh.

“Vay hai nguwoi di la ai?” em noi.

“Khong phai hai, ma bén. Ali va ba bon anh sé di,” t6i noi.

“MaAy anh ngoc gap may,” em cuoi.

“Nén la anh sé di vang muoi ngay. Nhung sach cua em thi khong. Vidya
nay, cac hoc sinh ctia anh déu hoc t6t. Bitng lam anh that vong nhé.”

“Anh ciling dirng lam em that vong day,” em ndi.

“Thé nao?”

“Théi quén di. Anh sé di dau bén Uc?”

“Sydney. Fred ¢ d6. Ali sé tap trong hoc vién cta anh ta mot tuan. Khi
anh trai em quyét lam mot viéc gi, thi cau ta lam cho bang dwgc mdi théi.”

“Chang giong em. Em khong thé tap trung dwgc. Em chac sé bi trugt ky
thi vao trwong y. Em sé mac ket trong ngoi nha dia nguc nay, du c6 vao dai
hoc. Va sau d6 em sé 1dy chong r6i lot vao mot dia nguc khac trong mét x6
xinh lac hau nao dé ¢ Gujarat.”

“Gujarat dau c6 lac hau,” t6i van lai.

“Co6 1é em qua cap tién.”
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Chung t6i lai nhin vao mat nhau. Néu cé cudc thi dau vao mon ldo xugc,
Vidya sé dé dang ditng dau bang. T6i m& sach huéng dan 6n tap.

“Sao chuyén hoc hanh lai té nhat thé nhi? Tai sao ta phai lam diéu gi do
nhat nhéo dén thé dé tré thanh mot cai gi do trén doi nay?”

“Vidya nay, dirng hoi nhitng cau triét hoc. Chi hédi cau veé toan thoi,” t6i
nodi va dirng day ra ve.

“Anh s& mua qua nugc Uc cho em chi#?”

“Héi anh trai em ay, cau ta sé mua cho em bat ci¥ cai gi em muon.” T6i
xép sach thanh chong. Khong doi nao t6i lai chi nhiéu tién hon can thiét.
“Du sao, ngan quy bon anh han hep lam,” t6i thanh minh.

Em gat dau nhu hiéu ra.

“Vay anh sé nhd em chir?”

Toi tiép tuc cui dau.

“Anh ciling c6 ngan quy cho viéc nhé nguoi ta chirng nao sao?” em hoi.

“Lam bai di, Vidya. Tap trung nao,” t6i noi roi ra ve.
kR

“Cac anh van con mét hay la muén dén cho tap luyén luon?” la 1oi dau
tien cuaa Fred khi don chao chung t6i ¢ san bay.

“Giuwong cua t6i dau?” t6i nhitng mudn hoi.

Chung t6i da bat chuyén tau dém di tit Ahmedabad dén Mumbai, doi thém
sau tiéng nita dé lén chuyén bay muoi bon tiéng dén Sydney qua canh &
Singapore. Ba muoi tiéng di chuyén trong moi trwong tu ting va t6i buon
ngt muon chét di dugc.

“0, vay ching t6i dén ding lic tap luyén a?” Ish nhin ra dwong pho
Sydney. Luc bay gio sang, nhitng nguoi chay bo kin ca via he. Quan ca phe
dep nhu trong tranh quing cdo dang chao ban nhitng mén banh x6p thom
ngon.
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T6i vo nhe vao nhitng chiéc banh khakra trong tii minh. Chuing t6i khong
c6 tién mua banh trong thanh pho nay.

“T6i sé dén san tap cua hoc vién sang nay,” Fred noéi khi anh ta nhan ga.
“Toi dat cho nha nghi cho cac anh r6i. Theo t6i nén nga mot giac da. Philip
sé don cac anh dén tap buoi toi.

kR

“Cac ban, day la Ali. Cau ta la cau thu danh bong,” Fred néi véi cac cau
tha khac, nhitng ngudoi cling dén day tap. Ngoai Philip ra, c6 mdt ga luc
lwong tén Peter va mot ga ném bong, deo kinh, tén Steve. Toi quén ngay
nhitng cai tén khac.

Fred hét, “Chay nam vong nao moi nguoi. Chay sat duong bién, khong
chay tat.”

Hai tiéng dau tién tap luyén & Uc 1a tap luyén dé chét. Ndm vong quanh
san hoc vién twong dwong véi hai muoi vong ¢ san cong vien Nana, va nam
muoi vong san ngan hang. Sau cudc chay, ching t6i tap khong biét bao
nhiéu lwgt gdp bung, chong day va tdp nam co nguwdi. Ba huan luyén vién
riéng, moi nguwdi gidam sat nam hoc vién. Lan dau t6i rén ri, mot nguwdi chay
dén cho t6i. Lan sau anh ta noéi, “Thoi dong kich di, anh ban.”

Sau budi tap strc bén, chung toi ra san. Toi bao ho t6i khong phai cau tha,
nhuwng t6i van phai choi ho tro.

“Bong nay, ném di,” Fred dwa bong cho Ali.

“Thye s n6 khong ném dugc dau,” Ish noi.

“T6i biét, c burl di,” Fred vo tay.

Philip vao vi tri bat bong & ngoai bién, gan toi.

“Burl 1a gi thé?” t6i héi anh ta.

“Tiéng 16ng cia Uc, anh ban a,” Philip cudi. “Nghia 1a thtt di.”
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Ish dé nghi choi gitt gon, nhung Fred bdo né hay choi & vi tri slip. Kha
nang ném béng cua Ali khong twong xitng véi nhitng cau thu cap bang nay.
Roger vut bong ra ngoai bién may lan. C6 lan bong bay dén gitta Philip va
toi, va ching t6i phai vat va dén bong.

“Rattle chan di, anh ban,” mot cau thu choi bat béng khac quat t6i. Chang
can ai dich, t6i cling biét y 1a “nhanh chan 1én”.

T6i ném bong lai. Toi dang 1am gi & giita cai san ndy ctia nwgc Uc vay?

Ngay troi di, von ti* vieng Uc cta t6i ciing ting. “Onya” nghia 1a “lam t5t
lam”. Mot pha bong dé an thi goi la “piece of piss”, trong khi mot pha béng
tot thi goi la “pack a wallop.” Muoi thi goi la “mozzie”, va d6 uéng nhe thi
goi la “coldy”. Khi t6i tron vao nha vé sinh dé x4, Philip x6ng vao x6 thém
may tr 16ng. “Anh di xong 6ng xi-phong a?”

Troi bat dau toi.

“Pén gio nghi r6i,” Fred thong bao, du Ali chwa dwgc danh bong.

Fred nhiu may trueéc vé mat dam chiéu cta Ish lic & phong thay do.

“To6i khong sao,” Ish noi.

Omi va Ali dang dao bd bén ngoai.

“Fair dinkum?”

Ish ng6i ghé ngudc nhin 1én.

“Anh ta héi may c6 néi that khong,” t6i pho dién kha nang ngon ngit mdi
dwoc khai quat.

“Ngay mai tdp may gio, Fred, n6i bang tiéng Anh nhé,” Ish néi.

“Anh la whinger a?” Fred noi.

“Whinger nghia la...” t6i ndi thi Ish cat ngang.

“Tao biét whinge la gi, ai d6 lam on gidi thich xem 1y do m&i mot cau thu
danh béng hang ngan dam dén day ma khéng cho n6é danh bong la gi
khong?”

Fred mim cudi, “O, anh mudn ciu bé caa anh duge danh béng ha. Dé lam
gi? Dé n6 ghi duwgc vai diém sdu a. Anh mudn thang bé khoe mé ngay tu
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ngay dau a?”

“Toi khong...”

“Anh ban nay, t6i thay rat nhiéu tai nang. Moi dira tré duwgc hoc bong AIS
déu co6 tai nang riéng. Néu toi khong danh guc niém kiéu hanh cia ching,
ching sé sudt doi ngao man. Cac van dong vién thé thao khong phai ngbi
sao dién anh, anh ban a. Du dat nwdc cac anh doi xt véi ho nhu vay.”

“Nhung Fred nay...”

“Nguoi An cac anh c6 tai ning, con sy rén luyén thi khong - ct tin t6i di,
anh ban.”

“Chung t6i chi & day c6 mot tuan,” giong Ish quan bach.

“T6i sé khién mot tuan nay co6 ich. Nhung bai hoc hdm nay quan trong
lam. Néu n6 khong khiém t6n, n6 sé chang ton tai lau dau,” Fred noi, r6i
nhin dong ho. “T6i c6 hen véi ba xa r6i. Toi chuon day.”

Sk

“Cung nao!” moi ngwoi hét 1én. Chiing t6i cung chai mau nau sam, loai
bia XXXX, con goi la chu lun fourex.

“Chao cac anh!” ¢6 phuc vu Hazel 6m lay Fred, trong c6 qua hap dan so
vGi mot co6 phuc vu.

“0...” hoc vién ctia Fred kich anh ta sau khi c6 gai da di roi.

“Khong doi nao, cac ban. Ba xa t6i sé khong tha cho t6i néu t6i dong dua
nguwoi khac dau,” Fred néi. “Nhung cac anh con doc than. Cac anh han phai
c6 nhitng c6 gai An D6 xinh dep chit.”

Moi nguoi nhin chung toi.

“Chung toi khong co6 ban gai,” Omi noi.

“Tai sao khong? Phu nit An D6 hdp ddn 1dm ma,” Michael néi, tron tron
mat.

“Mai mé cong viéc qua,” toi noi.
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“Mai mé u? Toi chwa bao gio nghe néi c6 ga nao mai mé cong viéc,
khong c6 thoi gian di root day anh ban,” Roger noi.

Moi nguoi bat cuoi. Root nghia la, tm, thoi bo di.

“Xem mdy em xinh twoi kia thé nao,” Michael néi khi bon c6 gai budc
vao.

“Em madc do6 nau kia, khéng t6i dau,” Michael n6i. “NCR 5.”

“NCR 10,” Roger noi.

“Con em mdc d6 xanh?” Philip néi.

“NCR 0. Xong vao di cac anh,” Roger noi. Moi nguoi cuoi pha 1én.

“NCR la gi?” t6i hoi khi thady mui toan hoc trong bau khong khi.

“NCR la Number of Cans Required. S6 bia can uoéng dé c6 hitng lam tinh
vGOi mot co gai,” Fred noi.

“Michael da hen ho véi mot o & xau khing khiép. Anh ta thira nhan phai
NCR 40,” Roger néi. Moi ngudi cudi ran ran.

“Pay, cac anh hau déi,” Hazel néi, giong cgt nhd, khi c6 chuyén dia thic
an.

Nguwdi Uc cht yéu an thit. Ching t6i chi dn pizza, vi 1a lwa chon duy nhéat
nhan ra duogc.

“Anh can an nhiéu protein hon,” Michael néi, co bap tay anh ta noi r6é
trong khi anh ta nhai.

Omi bdo, “T6i uong hai lit sita moi ngay.”

Ish ng6i canh Fred. T6i khong thé nghe cudc tro chuyén cta ho. Tuy
nhién, t6i thay Ish thuwong xuyén gat gu. Toi bé nhitng cau chuyén cwa cam
ctia nguoi Uc va lai chd Ish.

“Néu anh la ngwdi ném bong, va anh cam béng trong tay, anh kiém soat
tran dau. Anh phéai ddm bao nguwdi danh bong biét ai mdi la chua,” Fred dang
néi. “Vai Ali cling vay théi. Cau bé khong chi can danh bong théi dau, cau
ta can cho moi ngudi trong doi thay cau ta la chia.”

“Pung,” Ish noi.
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“Cac cau thu cua tdi cudi cung sé tim ra cach dé ném béng doi vai Ali.
Mot tinh than kién quyét c6 thé chong lai tai nang. Nha vo dich phai c6 ca
hai.”

Ish gat dau.

“Chao Govind!” Fred da nhin thdy t6i. “Khong muon nghe tv van tan gai
sao? Chung t6i dang néi toan nhitng chuyén té nhat ctia huan luyén vién.”

Ngurc Ish cang tran niém kiéu hanh khi Fred goi né ¢ vai tro ngang bang.

Toi nhd ra gi d6. “Hom qua anh nhac dén hoc bong. La cai gi thé? Ma
thue ra, nganh thé thao & Uc hoat dong nhu thé ndo.”

“Anh muén biét tai sao nuéc Uc ludn thing ha?”

“Khong phai bao gio cling thang,” Ish noi.

“Pung vay, on trdi. Ching t6i thich vuot tréi hon déi phwong, nhung
ching t6i cling thich chién ddu. Khi c6 mdot thach thitc, né sé lam 10 ra nguoi
gioi nhat.”

“Piing, di khong phai bao gid cling vay, nhung doi Uc thdng rat nhidu
lan. Moi ky Olympic, c6 hang déng huy chwong danh cho nwéc Uc. Trong
mon cricket, si thong tri van tiép tuc. Lam sao lai thé, Fred?” t6i noi.

“Co nhiéu ly do, anh ban a. Nhung khong phai bao gio cling thé nay dau.”
Fred nhdp ly nuwéc dang sti tam. “Thuc ra, vao dai hoi Olympicl1976 &
Montreal, nwédc Uc khdng hé gianh duge huy chuong nao.”

“Nhung nam ngodi cac anh thi dau rat t6t ma,” Ish néi.

“Plng, & Sydney 2000. Nudc Uc gianh dwoc 56 huy chuong, chi sau My,
Nga va Trung Quéc. Nhitng nwéc nay c6 dan s6 gap muoi lan.” Anh ta dirng
lai. “Nguoi Uc coi that bai & Montreal 1a quéc si. Nén chinh phu thanh 1ap
mot Hoc vién Thé thao Uc, hay AIS va khéi dong mot chwong trinh hoc
bong t6t nhat thé gigi.”

Fred uong hét coc nuwdc va tiép tuc:

“Va ngay nay AIS c6 hang tram nhan vién - la nhitng huan luyén vién,
bac si va chuyén gia tam ly. Ho c6 ngu6n tai chinh hai tram triéu do la va cé

https://thuviensach.vn



co s@ vat chat tuyét voi. Trong tdm ctia chwong trinh nay la, ho trao bay tram
hoc bong moi nam.” Fred day dia spaghetti vé phia tGi.

T6i vira lang nghe vira vat 16n v6i nhitng sgi mi nhw dai ruy bang. T6i
tinh toan, bdy tram hoc bong trén hai muoi triéu dan thi twong dwong véi
bao nhiéu hoc béng & An P§. Con sé twong wng 1a ba muoi 1dm nghin hoc
bong thé thao moi nam mai dat dwoc ti 1€ nay.

“Thé hoc bong la gi? Tién u?” Ish muon biét.

“Khong chi c6 tién, anh ban a. Toan dién hét thay. Huan luyén ctia chuyén
gia, cho an &, tham gia cac giai dau, khoa hoc thé thao, thu6c men - bat cit
thi gi. Va diéu tuyét voi nhat 1a dugc tré thanh mot phan cong dong dy, noi
ma moi nguwoi danh hét tdm lwc cho mon thé thao cia minh. T6i khong thé
mo ta cdm giac d6,” Fred no6i, mat anh ta sang lén.

“T6i biét cdm giac do,” Ish néi. Du mat Ish khong phai mau xanh, ching
cling sang 1én rang ro.

Nguoi phuc vu don dia khi ching toi an xong.

“Co6 cau tha noi tiéng nao trwdng thanh tir chwong trinh nay khong?”

“Oi hang déng. Michael Bevan, Adam Gilchrist, Justin Langer, Damien
Martyn, Gienn McGrath, Ricky Ponting, Andrew Symonds, Shane Warne...”

“Anh dang noi gi thé? Do toan huyén thoai cricket cd,” Ish noi.

“Huyén thoai - tit hay 1am,” Fred cwoi. “Hy vong c6 ngay toi sé duge nhw
vay.”

“Anh cling nhan duwgc hoc bong a?” t6i noi.

Fred gat dau.

“Anh da la huyén thoai roi, Fred,” Ish noi.

“Khong, t6i chi mdi bat dau. Va t6i cho cac cau biét nhé, cai danh xung
huyén thoai dy con xa mdi vGi duwge. Anh 14y chit tai nang r6i khuén duc
cho khéo, thé 1a chuyén t6t dep xdy ra. Hiéu theo nghia d6, nuwéc Uc c6 thé
tao ra cac huyeén thoai.”

“Con chung t6i thi khong thé,” Ish haéi.
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“A, cac anh c6 thé chi, du ngay ldc ndy cac anh dang dva trén tai ning
nhiéu hon la rén luyén. Dan s6 cac anh dong, mot s6 nhé nhoi trong do sinh
ra da xuat ching réi. Nhw Tendulkar, hay c6 thé la Ali.”

“Pung, nhung,” Ish chap tay trai vao tay phai, “thtr twéng twgng sé ra sao
néu & An Po ciling c6 mot loai hinh dao tao thé nay.”

“Cricket s& cham ditt. An Do sé théng tri va cac doi béng nhu ching t6i
ching 1a gi ca. It nhat thi lic ndy ching tdi ¢ thé tw goi minh 1a ‘huyén
thoai’.” Fred ldy ngon tay ra dau déng ngodc kép khi néi chit cudi cung.

KKk

Nhitng ngay hom sau Ali dwgc danh béng. Mo6i ngwoi ném béng déu trai
qua cu soc vi bi nd nhitng diém sau. Tuy nhién, Ali khong tr6 hét man trinh
dién, va van chai 6n dinh. Thang bé ghi duwgc nam muwoi diém trong hai lwgt
danh béng. Vao sang thit Sau, Ali danh bong kiéu phong ngy. Qua bong di
khong xa. Ali quyét dinh ding tai vach ném bong.

“Chay di, dugc thém diém day,” Ish héi thuc ti dwong bién.

“Chay di Ali,” Ish lai n6i. Ali t6 vé ngac nhiéen trudc chi dao nay, nhung
no da chay.

“Nhanh 1én,” Ish gao, “dung c6 ngu.”

Ali chay nhanh hon khi cau tha bat béng trd bong lai cho ngudi ném.

“Nhay di,” Ish noi. Ali nhao nguoi tdi. N6 cham td&i vach, nhung toan bo
trong lwgng co thé do 1én got chan trai. Moi ngwdi voi va chay dén, thang bé
nam trén san, nghién rang va kim nén nhirng giot nwdc mat.

“Q, ditng 1én di. Khong phai lic déng kich dau,” Ish néi.

“Binh tinh nao anh ban,” Fred noi vai Ish va ra hiéu goi bac si. Chi vai
phtit sau, mot nhan vién y té dén va chuwom tii da 1én mat ca swng vu cda
Ali.
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“May ma khong ran xwong hay trat khdp. Trong nhu day chang bi chan
thuong nhe thoi,” bac si néi, béi thuéc gidm dau va bang bo lai. Ali dya vao
bac si, co di tap ténh. “Nghi choi hai ngay nhé. Chau sé 6n th6i.”

“Pirng lo, vai tiéng nita no sé lai choi thoi,” Ish néi v6i vé ngwong ngap.
T6i 16i dang trong mat no.

“Nao moi ngwoi,” Fred vo tay, “ng6i xuong da.”

Chtng t6i ngoi trén san, vay quanh Fred.

“Cac anh da 16n va la nhitng cau tht ran réi. Cac anh mudn choi hét stic.
Nhung t6i c6 nhan manh ciing khong thira dau - rang hay ton trong giGi han
co thé cia minh.”

“T6i ton trong chi®,” Ish néi, cam thdy budc phai cat 10i, “nhung c6 thé
ghi thém diém nita. Va d6 1a diéu ngwoi An Do ching t6i thuwong bo 15.
Ching t6i khong muon quang minh xudng nwdc. Chung t6i khong mudn
mao hiém.”

“Tro choi nay khéng phai viéc thé hién ta day la bac trugng phu. Anh
khong thé dan than qua nhiéu trong khoanh khac dén mitc anh sé quén...”

“Queén cai gi?” toi noi.

“Quén rang anh c6 mot co thé mong manh. Banh mat nd, va coi nhw anh
xong doi. Anh phai bdo vé no. Va Ish nay, anh phai bao vé hoc tro cua
minh.”

Ish ctii dau xudng.

“Cai lung ac hiém da suyt cham ditt sw nghiép cta t6i ngay khi toi chi vira
md&i khdi dau,” Fred noi. “Co thé téi da phdi di ban quan 4o sudt phan doi
con lai ctia minh, vi d6 la cong viéc duy nhat t6i kiém duwogc.”

Anh ta n6i thém, “T6i da mac chinh sai lam d6, mudn ty giét minh vi tran
ddu t6i choi ngay hom dé6. Nhung néu muon c6 mot s nghiép, cac anh nén
nghi vé lau dai. Bing vay, dam mé la quan trong. Nhung cai dau phai tinh
tao trong tran dau.”

Vé sau, @ trong phong thay do Ish xin 16i Fred. “T6i sé khong bao gio dé
Ali bi thuong.”
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“Thang bé gioi lam. T6i hoi ngac nhién véi n6 day. Téi Chu nhat cac anh
vé dung khong?”

“Puing, con hai ngay nita,” Ish néi. “Khong thé tin mot tuan troéi qua
nhanh thé.”

“Sang Chua nhat t6i moi an sang nhé. T6i mudn cac anh gap mot ngudoi
quan trong.”

ek

Bai bién Bondi dep dén mitc can phéi c6 cudn sach anh kho 16n danh
rieng cho né. Trudc tién 1a bau troi. Bau trdi nuwdc Uc ¢6 mau sic khac véi
bau troi An P6. Thue ra né cé mau giong nhe mau xanh da troi trong cac
ctra hang son va trong veo dén nhitc cd mat. Moi thit sach bong. Bién thi c6
thé nhin xa hang dam. Va trén bg, Thai Binh Dwong vo vao bo cat min tao
thanh nhitng con séng hoan hdo. Ching manh mé dén mic cé thé lwét 1én
dwoc, nhung lai diu dang da dé ban thay thw thai.

Nhung mua hé nam &y, phan dep nhat ctia bai bién nay la con nguwdi noi
day - nhitng nguoi khong phai dan ong. Nghia la, nhitng ngwoi phu nit. Ryc
rd va nguc tran. Va néu trong doi ban chwa bao gio thdy phu nit dé nguc
tran, thi nhitng noi nhw thé nay sé cho ban thay.

“0 day phai c6 dén ca tram co gai nhi,” Ish huyt sdo. “Va mdi nguoi 1a
mot ky quan!”

Pung that. Nhuw thé moi phu ni dep trén thé gidi giti email cho nhau va
quyét dinh hen gap ¢ Bondi.

“Bon may muon 6 khong?” toi néi khi ching téi dirng lai ¢ mot diém
trang 1€. Sau phu ni ngyc tran choi ném dia bay & do.

“Oa, 6 thé thay t... oai,” Omi chi tay goi y.

“Co6 mot tram phu nit & day. Nén chiing ta c6 hai tram cai nguc dé nhin,”
t0i noi va bi tréu choc vi ¢ dau ciing 16i toan ra dugc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lén l1én & mot noi ma chiéc 4o khong tay cling tao scandal, thi dé nguc
tran dung la thit ma mot ga lam chit sé goi do6 1a “bién doi hé hinh”.

“Tao khong thé choi véi ho dugc. Tao chia bao gid xem tro ném dia bay,”
Ish noi.

“Thtr xem c0 toc vang kia, eo, hoanh that,” toi noi. 0 vang, khi dang @
Disneyland, thi hay choi di.

“Han thién dwong la thé nay day. Mat tao méi qua vi khéng chép dugc,”
Omi noi.

That bubn cuwdi, nhung ma sau vai phut thi nhitng bd nguc tran kia tré nén
binh thwong. Toéi nghi nhitng thit hay ho thi ta lam quen rat nhanh. T6i thich
moi ngay dwgc ngdm mot c6 nguc tran, trong maét tram ngay lién nhuw thé,
con hon la nhin mét trdm bo nguc tran chi mét lan. T6i ngoi 1én cat. Ish va
Omi nhanh chéng xudng boi, va dé xem & dwéi nwdc nhitng phu nit ngyc
tran kia c6 w6t at nong bong hon khong. Vang, ching t6i la mot 1t bénh
hoan.

Toi dé y thady mot c6 da ngam ng6i duwdi tan 6 canh téi. Co mdc chiéc do
so mi bén ngoai bd bikini, ltng cd quay vé phia t6i. Mai toc den dai ctia c6
x0a xudng tam lung thon. Co bai thit gi do 1én téc, co 1€ 1a dau hodc nuwéc
thom hay thit gi ddy ma céac c6 gai thay can thiét cho sy ton tai cta ho.

Trong t6i c6 gi dau nhdi. T6i cdm twdng nhuw ai d6 dam vao nguwc minh.
CoO gai da ngam kia vuot toc giong y nhw cach vudt téc cua Vidya. Toi thay
Omi va Ish dang khoat nwéc phia ngoai xa. Bon chung cuoi dua dim nhau
xuong.

Nhitng y nghi ngau nhién chay trong dau t6i, nhw nhitng ngén tay boi dau
trén toc. Néu Vidya cé & day chang phai tuyét lam sao? Pay chang phdi la
diéu em mong chd nhat sao? Ty do trén tat thady moi thit khac? Em khong c6
tinh than Bondi sao, du t6i han sé giét em néu em bwdc di trong bd bikini.
Doi da nao, t6i sé giét em hay anh trai Ish ctia em sé giét em day? Sao t6i
phdi quan tam? Nhung t6i da néi sé giét em a? Va sao toi lai nghi vé em
trong khi cé rat nhiéu c6 gai ngyc tran xinh dep lam phéan tan tw twdng toi
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ngay lic nay? Va tai sao dém nao truéc khi di ngt t6i cling nghi dén em? Va
tai sao dau oc t6i khong ngét hdi nhitng cau ngdc nghéch?

Néu ban bat dau nhé mot c6 gai cach xa hang ngan dam, du quanh ban cé
day nhitng c6 gai nguc tran, thi c6 diéu gi do rat rat khong 6n. Téi md so ghi
chép lu6n mang bén minh. T6i mudn tiét kiém mdt khoan tién cho ba thang
t6i. T6i nhin thay mot sgi toc dai. D6 khong phai la toc cia Ish hay Omi hay
cta t6i. Chi mot nguwdi duy nhat tdoi quen c6 téc dai. Cubn so tay toi da mé ra
dé quén em, lai lam t6i nhé em hon.

Omi chay dén cho t6i. Nudc trén ngudi n6 ré xuong chan toi. T6i gap so
lai.

“Nuwdc tuyét that. Nao, xudng nuwdc di,” né vira noi vira hon hén.

“Khong, tao co viéc. Tao phai di goi dién,” toi noi.

“Goi cho ai?”

“Nha cung cap,” t6i n6i khong dam nhin thang vao mat.

“Goi ¢ day a? Khong dat 1am sao?”

“Goi nhanh thoi, tao can it tién xu,” t6i n6i khi gom tién Ié.

“O Bondi ma may ciing 1am viéc a? Tuy may day, tao xudng boi day,”
Omi n6i va chay xu6ng bién.

T6i thu don d6 ctia minh va buéc vé phia khu vigc mua sam trén bai bién.
Toi tim thay dién thoai cong cong.

Toi quay sb ctia em.
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MUOI BON

bién thoai d6 chudng hai lan. T6i ngat may. T6i da nghi sé roi khoi buong
dién thoai. R6i t6i lai bé thém xu vao va quay tiép.

“A 16? Anh Ishaan a?” Vidya n6i khi nhac may.

Cu dién thoai ngon hét so tién xu tri gia hai dé la.

Toi lai ngat may. Tién sw, minh dang lam qudi gi ddy? T6i lai dung nhitng
dong xu mdi dé goi. Em cam may ngay.

“Anh a, c6 nghe em ndi khong?”

Toi da lam diéu sén nhat c6 thé. T6i chi thé thoi. Han t6i da sang cai gigi
han mot tén bién thai, nhung t6i khéng tim thay gi tot hon dé ndi.

“Govind a?” em noi, giong em than trong.

Em doan dugc hoi thd t6i a? Con bé nay lam sao ay nhi? “Chao em,” t6i
néi. Téi khong thé kim long hon dwgc niva.

“Govind, eo oi. Em nhin thay s6 qudc té. Vay, anh noi di?”

Trong tat cd nhitng cau dugc ndi trén dién thoai, toi ghét cau “anh noéi di”
nhat. T6i c6 nhat thiét phai néi gi chi vi da goi dién khong?

“A, anh...”

“0 Uc thé nao? Cé vui khong? Anh noéi di?”

Néu em lai bdo anh néi di, t6i sé giét em mat. Nhung c6 1€ tdi nén néi cho
em chuyén gi do, toi nghi.

“U, tuyét lam. Em sé thich chd ndy cho ma xem,” tdi néi.

“Cho nao? Anh ké nita di? Anh dang & dau?”
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“Bai bién Bondi. Pep lam. Mot noi tuyét voi,” tdi n6i. DI nhién, to6i mo ta
that ngd ngan. Nhung ma do la lan dau tién ban goi cho mot c6 gai ma dang
ra ban khong dugc goi.

bé thém phan lo lang, dién thoai ngdn xu véi toc do tan bao. T6i lién tuc
phai bé thém tién 1é vao, vi cai dién thoai khon nan ct moi ba mwoi giay lai
x0i mot do la.

“Cha. Trong doi em chwa thdy bién that bao gig. N6 thé nao? Nwdc trai
dai dén vo cung khong? Anh c6 thé nhin mai dwgc khong?”

“C6 chit, va bau troi cling vo tan.” Ngu! Néi gi khdc di chi?, ctt muon 0
cua co day thé.

“Ish va Omi dau?”

“Ho & dwdi nuwdc. Con anh & bot dién thoai,” t6i noi.

Em héi cai cau ma t6i khong muodn em hai.

“Vay sao anh lai goi?”

“Chang c6 gi dau. Chuyén 6n thi sao r6i? Phan tich phan quan trong lam
day.”

“Anh goi dé hoi tich phan a?”

“A,va..”

“Anh c6 nh¢ em khong?”

“Vidya.”

“Gl ca?”

“Pirng héi vé van.”

“Em nhd anh. Nhiéu lam,” em néi. Giong em nang né.

“U, thé a, thé... éo,” t6i néi, nha vo dich vé nhitng cau tra 16i don diéu vo
cam.

“Vang... va khong phdi nhé nguoi gia sw. Ma la ban. Mot ngudi ban rat
tot.”
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“Nguoi ban rat t6t” 1a mot hang muc nguy hiém véi cac c6 gai An Bg. Tir
day ban c6 thé day tién do rat nhanh. Hodc la, néu pham sai lam, ban sé
xuéng hang muc thap nhét do phu nit An D0 sang tao ra - anh trai két nghia.
Anh trai két nghia thuc ra nghia 1a “anh cé thé tro chuyén vdi tbi, nhung
dirng bao gio nghi linh tinh vé bat ci diéu gi khdc.” Mot giong nhé nhe
trong dau t6i dan quat lén, “thdng ngu, bdo may nhé cé dy di, khéng may sé
suét doi lam anh két nghia day.”

“Anh c6. Néu em ¢ day, Sydney sé tuyét hon nhiéu.”

“Qi, day la diéu tuyét nhat ma anh tirng néi v6i em.”

T6i khong ndi gi. Khi ban néi gi dé tot dep, dirng voi va néi tiép va lam
hong luon cai 161 hay y dep kia.

“Anh c6 thé mua qua gi cho em day?” t6i noi.

“Khong phai tién nong eo hep a?” em néi.

“U, nhung mot chit sé khong anh huéng gi...” tdi noi.

“Em c6 y nay. Lay cho em mdt it cat ¢ bai bién noi anh dang ditng. Nhw
vay em sé c6 mot mau Sydney bén minh.”

Cat u? Gio do lai 1a dé nghi ky quai nhat. Nhung it nhat n6 ciing ré. Pung
hon la mién phi.

“That u?” t6i noi.

“Vang, mang cho em mdt hop diém day cat. Va bé vao chit cam xtc, néu
con cho,” em noi.

Dbién thoai nhap nhay. N6 de doa t6i phai tong thém tién cho no, khong thi
cudc tro chuyén lang man dau tién cua t6i sé bi sat hai. T6i khong con tién
Xu ntra.

“Nay, anh phai di day. Hét tién 1€ r6i,” toi noi.

“Vang, anh vé s6m nhé. C6 ngwdi nhé anh day.”

“Ba hom nita anh vé. Anh cling nhé em,” t6i n6i va hang giong. Cubi
cung t6i c6 thé néi ra diéu minh nghi.

“Va em muon noéi voi anh mot diéu...” em noi.
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“Gl thé?”

Bip. Bip. Bip. Cai céng ty Uc ngu ngdc tén 1a Telstra da pha hoai giay
phtt lang man dau tién cta toi.

Toi quay lai. Toi nghi vé c6 gai chi mudn c6 cét. Toi cling nghi cac cong
ty dién thoai ki€m duwgc bao nhiéu, vi t6i goi mGi mot ti thoi da ton hét ca
mot bita an.

Toi di qua mot nha hang ngoai troi sang trong tén la Blue Orange Café.
Nguwdi Uc tao cho tir ung dung thém mot nghia m&i. Moi ngudi ngdi hang
gio lién chi v6i mot coc bia. Nhitng co6 phuc vu xinh dep tung tang di lai,
dwa cho khach banh nhan thit va sandwich nuwéng.

T6i 1dy mot hop diém trén quay bar, r6i do hét que diém vao thung rac.
T6i quay ra bo bién, cho dén khi lan nwéc bot cham vao ngén chan toi. T6i
nhin quanh ré6i cti xuéng. T6i nhoi mat it cat vao hop diém, roi bé hop vao
tui.

“Nay, may dang lam gi thé?” Omi n6i khi né ti* sau nhitng con séng hién
ra, trong nhw nang tién ca xau xi nhat qua dat.

“Khong gi ca, may dang lam gi bén nay? Song & bén kia hay hon chi,”
tOi noi.

“Tao dén gdap may. Tao muon it tién xu mua Coca dwgc khong. Tao thay
khat.”

“Tién xu hét r6i. Con chat tién cho hém nay, nhwng tién day dé an trwa.”

“Hét roi a?” Omi noi.

“U,” t6i néi, titc t6i. T6i khong thich khi nhitng ngudi kém khon ngoan
hon t6i lai chat van toi.

“May da goi cho ai thé?” Omi noi.

“Nha cung cap.”

“Nha cung cap nao.”

“Héi gi lam thé, an trua théi. May lau ngudi di.”

“Vidya a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



To6i chét lang nguwdi nhin né. Phong doan that ngau nhién. Viéc quai gi
dén no6 chrr.

“Gl cg?” toi nobi, ngac nhién.

“Pirng doi tao.”

“Thoi nao Omi, sao tao phdi goi cho Vidya?”

“Tao khong ngu lam dau.”

“May thé ma,” toi noi.

Chting t6i budc vé phia nha hang, t6i tredc n6 ba budc.

“Tao nhin thay cach hai dita nhin nhau,” n6 néi khi c6 duéi kip toi.

“Bién di,” t6i ndi va di nhanh hon. Ching t6i dén khu vyc Camphell
Parade, mot day cac quan bar va ca phé gan bai bién.

“Va tao nhan thdy... May chwa bao gio n6i chuyén vé con bé ké ttr khi day
cho no,” no6 noi.

Chung t6i vao trong quan Hog’s Breath Café (quan ca phé Hoi thé caa
lgn). Sau ndm ngay & dat nwdc nay, cai tén dy khong con la nita.

Chuing t6i ngoi doi dién. T6i cam thuc don dé che mat, tranh n6i chuyén.

“May thich thi cit gidu. Nhung tao biét.”

Toi tha thye don xuéng.

“Chang cé chuyén gi ca, rm, OK, c6 1€ cling c6. Nhung chang c6 gi phai
lo,” to0i noi.

Toi lai ndp sau thyuc don.

“C6é mot quy tic bat thanh vin giita dan 6ng An D6 véi nhau, may da
pham phai.”

“Quy tac nao?” toi noi va dap thue don 1én ban.

“Pirng tdn cong em gai ctia ban than. May dirng c6 lam thé. Vi nhu vay la
di ngugc v6i nguyén tac.”

“Quy tac a? Cai gi thé nay, quan ddi chac? Va tao dau c6 tan cong con bé.
Con bé tan cong tao cht,” t6i noi.
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“Nhung may dé con bé tan cong may. May da dé con bé lam vay.”

“A, khong hin 1a bi tdn cong. Cling c6 t6n thwong dau. Tao cam thay 6n,”
t0i noi.

T6i nghich nhitng que tam trén ban dé tranh nhin vao mat no.

“Me kiép, thé bon may dén dau roi?”

“Gi co? Nay Omi, goi Ish dén an di. N6 khong biét ching ta ¢ day va n6
chang biét gi dau.”

“Pung, n6 khong biét gi that,” Omi néi va bé di.

MGt nhom 6n ao cho ban bi-a gan chiing t6i. T6i c6 nam phit cho dén khi
Ish quay lai. Nhitng y nghi dién ra trong t6i. Omi sé ndi gi dé ngu ngéc voi
né khéng? Khong, Omi khéng ngoc thé.

Omi va Ish vira buéce vira ceoi. OK, moi thit déu tot.

“Hog’s Breath a? May c6 thé nghi ra céi tén nao xau hon cho nha hang
khong?” Ish no6i va bat cuoi.

“C6 chr,” Omi nai.

“Dung noi ra. Ma nha vé sinh dau nhi? Tao phai di thong...” Ish nai.

“Pang kia,” t6i ngit 10i va chi vao géc. Tai biét tiéng l6ng caa Uc da
dung dén hét doi.

“May da ngu véi con bé chwa?” Omi tiép tuc.

“May da néi gi véi nd?” toi noi.

“May nghi tao ngu a?”

«(y.»

“Tao chwa néi. Cho tao biét, may dén giai doan nao r6i?” Omi néi.

“Giai doan a?” toi noi.

“Pung, c6 giai doan ‘mdi chi nhin’, giai doan pho bién nhat ¢ thanh pho
cd. RoOi giai doan ‘mdi chi néi chuyén’. R6i giai doan ‘cam tay’. Va...”

“Khong giong thé dau. Bon tao khac.”
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“Me kiép, d6 la giai doan nang cao. Khi may nghi m6i quan hé cia may
khac véi bat ¢t thi gi trén doi. BPing lam gi ngu ngdc, dugc chi?”

“Ngu ngoc a?”

Omi cti nguoi thi tham.

“May biét ngu ngoc ma. Ish sé giét may, hodac bd con bé sé lam. Hodc bat
ky thang dan O0ng nao lién quan dén con bé sé lam. Nh¢& thang 1ai 6 t6
khong? Tin tao di, may khong mudn nhu thang kia dau, hay nhw cai xe.”

“A, chuyén nay thuc ra khong c6 gi. Bon tao chi 1a ban t6t thdi,” tdi noéi
va nhin vé phia nha vé sinh.

“Dang 16 ra ngudi ta phai cam cum tir chi la ban t6t. Khong c6 gi dé gay
nham lan hon. May la gia sw con bé day, khi that. Con bé bao tudi ro6i? Muaoi
bay a?”

“Vai thang nita sé sang muoi tam.”

“O tuyét lam,” Omi néi.

Ish ra khoi nha vé sinh. N6 mai tan chuyén phiém v6i mdy gi Uc dang
choi bi-a.

T6i quay sang Omi.

“Tao khong muon noi vé chuyén nay. Bung lo, tao sé khong lam gi ngu
ngoc. Con bé kém mon toan. Tao khong biét tai sao lic dau lai dong y day.”

“Vay thi thoi day di?” Omi noi.

“Chung ta an dugc chuwa, tao muon an lam roi,” t6i néi va gid thue don.

“Tao chi muon néi...”

“Ish,” t6i hét lén. “May an gi? Banh mi t6i la mon ré nhat trén thyc don.”

“Gi cling duwoc, tao tin may,” n6 gao hét lai, tiép tuc choi bi-a véi may ga
nguoi Uc.

Cau cubi cung cua né c treo dap don trong dau té6i nhw van trugt trén bo
bién Bondi.
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kek

“Nha ¢ day khing that,” t6i n6i khi ching t6i qua khu dan cw giau c6 tén
la Doubie Bay.

Fred dén don ching toi di an sang ngay Chua nhat, ngay cudi cung chiing
toi ¢ day. Ish, Omi va Ali ng6i & ghé sau chiéc xe mui tran Saab cuia Fred,
con toi ngdi ghé trede. Khong khi mat lanh théi 1én téc ching t6i khi ching
toi chay qua nhitng con phd Sydney budi sang sém.

“Nhung hau hét moi ngudi ¢ nhitng noi khiém tén,” Fred néi. “O Uc,
chung t6i khong khoe khoang s6 tién minh kiém dwgc hay la anh dang 1ai xe
gi. Tham chi, nguwdi ta con khong héi anh lam gi. Cau cé biét nguoi ta hay
héi gi nhat khong?”

“La gi?” Ish noi.

“Anh choi mon gi, ngudi ta hoi thé day,” Fred noi.

“T6i yéu nudc Uc. Udc gi An D6 tiép can thé thao véi tinh than nhw vay.”
Ish redn ngudi ra tredce.

“0 day thé thao 1a ndéi &m anh quéc gia,” Fred néi. “Piéu 4m anh & dat
nuwéc cac cau la gi?”

“Co rat nhiéu nguwdi. Va nhiéu am anh lam. Van dé la thé,” Ish néi.

“Nhung ton gido va chinh tri 1a nhitng chuyén 16n. Va hai tht dé cong lai
thi cang 16n hon,” t6i thém vao.

“Tranh xa may chuyén dé di. Chinh tri Uc 1a trd h8,” Fred néi, tit dong
CO.

Chung t6i do xe trong khu virc goi la Paramana Park. Fred dwa ching t6i
dén nha hang Lachan trong khu viec Nha Thuoc dia Ci. Ching t6i vao trong
nha hang, c6 hai nguoi dan ong dang doi chung toi.

“Chao ong Greener, ong Cutler.” Fred gidi thiéu ching t6i v6i hai nguoi
cao tudi kia.

“Va day la cau bé tai nang sao?” 6ng Greener vo lung Ali.
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“Vang, tai nang nhuw thé dang bé trén ct ho xuéng day,” Fred ndi khi
ching t6i da ngoi vao ban.

“Cac quy ong day la ngwoi giup t6i mua vé cho cac cau. Khong phai ban
gai cli cua t6i,” Fred n6i va nheo mat véi ching toi.

“Gi co?” Ish n6i khi ching t6i hiéu muc dich Fred mdi ching t6i. Chuyén
nay khong chi la choi mét tuan.

“Con nhé cudc dién thoai ctua toi 6 Goa khong? La cho cac ong day,”
Fred noi.

“Ong Greener 1a chu tich Hoc vién Thé thao Uc, va dng Cutler 1a ngudi
ding dau chwong trinh hoc bong AIS.” Fred phét bo 1én banh mi nwéng.
“Toi da ké cho ho vé Ali. Cau bé tot ra sao, thuc su tot, va néu dugc dao tao
bai ban cau ta c6 kha nang sé tién rat xa ra lam sao.”

To6i thady mat Ish danh lai vi chd dgi. Ho dinh cdp hoc bong cho Ali sao?

“Néu cau bé gioi nhu Fred va dong doi ctia anh ta ndi,” 6ng Greener noi,
“ching toi sé lam bat ct diéu gi co thé giup dugc.”

“Cam on 6ng, cam on,” Ish néi nhung Fred suyt bao né yén lang. Phan
khich quéa do la van dé thwong truc cia Ish. Em gai n6 cling thé. Cé 1€ do di
truyen.

“Anh thay day,” 6ng Cutler hang hong, “AlIS lwa chon cac dé cw tir nhitng
hoc vién cuia cac bang. To6i c6 thé cho Ali dwgc chon. Tuy nhién, Ali khong
song trong bang nao cta Uc ca.”

“Vay l1a?” Ish noi.

“Theo quy dinh cta AIS, ngwdi nhan hoc béng phéi cu tri tai Uc, hodc it
nhat 1a nguwoi dang trong qua trinh tré thanh ngudi cu tri & Uc.”

“Chung ta khong tao ngoai lé dugc sao?” toi noi.

Omi con mai an hon tréo chuyén. Omi va Ali hau nhw chang néi gi trong
su6t chuyén di. Giong Uc qua 1a khé véi ching.

“A, cach duy nhét ching t6i c6 thé 1am 1a thé ndy,” 6ng Cutler néi va lay
ra mot tap ho so. Ong md ho so roi dit 1én ban mot s6 mau khai.
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“Vi chuyén nay ma Cutler phai nghiém tic tac dong t&i cuc nhép cu day,”
ong Greener cuoi than thién.

“A, day 1a don xin nhap quéc tich Uc. Nhu cac cau biét ddy, nhiéu ngudi
trén thé gidi mudn cé. Nhung & day, dva vao tai nang tuyét voi thé nay,
chiing t6i muén mdi Ali nhap quéc tich Uc.”

Ali va Omi ngtrng an khi thay céc to khai trén ban.

“N6 sé& thanh ngudi Uc sa0?” Omi néi.

“Cau bé sé la mot nha vo dich,” Fred noéi.

“B0 me cdu ta sé c6 quyén cu tru. Va Ish, cau c6 thé.... cac ban cau day
nita, cling c6 thé lam don. Chung t6i sé ho trg bang moi cach. Cac co hoi rat
cao,” ong Cutler noi.

“Cau yéu nuwéc Uc.” Fred nheo mét véi Ish.

“Hay nghi cho twong lai cau bé. Nhw t6i dugc biét, diéu kién gia dinh cau
bé cling eo hep lam,” 6ng Cutler noi.

Y ho 14 nghéo. Téi gat dau. Cudc séng ctia Ali s& thay déi. “Ho c6 ly,” toi
béo Ish, n6 van thdy bang hoang.

“Sao cac cau khong hoi Ali trude? Day la cude doi va quyét dinh la cua
cau bé,” ong Greener noi.

“Pung, dung gay ap luc,” Fred noi, 1at ca hai ban tay.

Chung t6i gidi thich 101 moi cho Ali nghe bang ti* ngit don gian, trong khi
nguwoi phuc vu don ban.

“Vay, Ali nay... em muon gi nao?” Ish néi.

“Néu em dugc vao doi tuyén, em sé choi cho doi nao?” Ali néi.

“Uc,” dng Cutler noi.

“Nhung chau 1a ngudi An,” Ali noi.

“Nhung chau c6 thé 1a ngudi Uc. Chiing ta 1a mot x3 hoi da van héa,” 6ng
Greener noi.

“Khong,” Ali néi.
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“Gi ca?”

“Chau 1a ngwdi An. Chdu muén choi cho doi An. Khong d6i nao khac.”

“Nhung chau nay, ching ta sé ton trong chdu nhw dat nwéc chau ton
trong. Va hudn huyén t6t nita,” 6ng Greener noi.

“Chau c6 huan luyén vién tot roi,” Ali néi va nhin Ish. Mat Ish rang lén vi
gidy phut hanh dién nhat n6 tirng cé.

“Néu ctt & nwéc chau thi sé kho vao doi tuyén lam. Huan luyén vién ctia
chau biét nhw vay,” ong Cutler néi.

Sau mot 1at, Ali cham rai néi.

“Chau khéng thanh cau thi ciing ching sao, nhung néu chau khong & An
Do thi khong dugc,” Ali néi. Cé 1é né khong ham y gi sau xa, nhung doé la
10i sau sac nhat n6 noi ra.

“Nhung,” 6ng Cutler néi. Ong ruén ra trude va dit tay 1én vai Ali.

Ali xich lai nap sau nguwoi Ish.

May vi quan chic ¢6 thém ntra tiéng nita. Ho héi liéu chiing t6i c6 thé néi
chuyén vdi bé me Ali khéng, nhung réi nhan ra viéc nay khéng thanh. T6i
van tro chuyén lich su.

“Chung t6i xin 16i. Ching t6i nhan ra day la mot vinh du rat rat 16n,” t6i
noi. “Xin 10i Fred. Nhitng gi anh lam cho chiing t6i that 16n lao.”

“Khong phdi lo dau, anh ban. Cau bé nay rat gioi, va cdu ay biét nhw vay.
Néu anh c6 thé lam hang ti ngudi ty hao, tai sao phai ban tam dén may chuc
triéu dan chung t6i?” Fred no6i va bat cuoi. Anh ta khéng té ra that vong.
Tinh than thugng vo, toi doan vay.

Chung t6i tién cac quan chifc ra xe.

“Pirng ban tam, anh ban. C6 1€ lan tGi, trong treong hop nay la kiép sau.
Cau c6 thé 1a ngudi Uc, ai ma biét dwgc?” 6ng Greener néi khi 6ng ngbi vao
ghé 14i cua chiéc xe Honda Accord mau bac.

“Chéau khong muon,” Ali n6i, khuoén mat né xuat hién tir dang sau Ish.

“Gi co?”
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“Chéau khéng muén 1am nguoi Uc & kiép sau. Du c6 mot trdm kiép, thi
chau mu6n mai 1a ngudi An Do,” Ali néi.

Mot may bay bay qua dau ching t6i. T6i nguwéc 1én bau troi. Toi vui vi
dém nay minh sé vé nha.
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MUOI LAM

Vidya. Vidya. Vidya - tén em nhw chuéng bdo ngan lén trong dau toi. T6i
chay qua nhitng nguwdi ban ca chua va nhitng dita tré dang choi bi dé dén nha
em ding gio.

Toi c6 hang tdn cong viéc. Nhitng nha cung cadp dang dogi, hang héa ton
dong, nhitng don hang con bi bo bé. Tuy nhién, y nghi vé Vidya lan 4t tat ca.
Mot phan trong tbi, cai phan ly tri, mach bdo rang y twéng nay khong hay
dau. Doanh nhan khéng nén lang phi thi gio vao nhitng chuyén v6 bd nhw la
dan ba. Nhung cai phan phi ly tri trong t6i lai thich nhw vay. Va cai phan nay
lai dang kiém soat t6i. Vidya ddu r6i? T6i nhin l1én ctra s6 phong em khi t6i
nhan chudng dudi nha.

“Govind,” bd Vidya mé& ctra. T6i lanh ca nguwdi. Tai sao dan 6ng trong nha
co gai ma ta quan tam lai lam ta sg hai ca hon via vay?

“Chao chu, Vidya... bu6i gia su,” t6i néi.

“Con bé trén nha, trén san thwong ay,” 6ng néi va dé toi vao nha. Ong
cam t0 bao trén ban. Tai sao nguoi gia thich doc bao thé nhi? Ho thich doc
tin titc, nhung doc tin dé lam gi? T6i dén cau thang trong nha dé 1én san
thugng.

Ong lai néi khi t6i leo bac thang. “Con bé thé nao? Liéu c6 thi dugc vao
trwong y khong?”

“Co0 bé sang da lam,” t6i ndi, giong li nhi.

“Khong nhu thing anh v6 dung ctia né,” dng néi. Ong lai ddm minh trong
t0 bao, va bo roi toi.
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Toi leo 1én san thugng. Vidya ditng do vdi nu cwdi cia mot tiép vién hang
khong. “Chao mirng dén véi 16p gia sw ngoai trdi ctia em.”

Em budc dén ngoi trén cai ghé nhya mau trang, c6 ban va c¢6 thém mot
chiéc ghé. “Em c6 qua nhiéu moi nghi ngo,” em néi, lat gid trang so tay.

Khdi tir dudi ban boc 1én.

“Nay, cai gi day?” t6i noi.

“Hwong muoi,” em noi.

T6i cti xudng ban, thdy mot vong hwong mau xanh dang am i chdy. T6i
cling thay doi chan tran ctia em. Thuong hiéu ctia em la t6 mau trang ngoc
trai trén dau mong chan. “Huwong cha ich gi dau,” t6i néi khi ngudc 1én, “anh
thdy mozzie dang md tiéc trén dau em kia,”

“Mozzie a?”

“O Uc ngudi ta goi mudi thé ddy,” t6i noi.

“Q, vira di nuéc ngoai ve day. O Uc thé nao?”

“Tuyét 1am,” t6i nhin em. T6i c6 té ra binh thuwong. Nhung nao dau cé
dwgc, sau cu dién thoai ay. T6i da 14t 1a bai ctia minh r6i. Du cho t6i c6 giau
bai sat vao nguc thé nao di nita, em ciing da thdy roi.

Toi dé y dén vay ctia em. HOm nay, em mdc chiéc vay salwar kameez mau
tim va trang. Vong c6 cua em treo mot giot 1€ mau tim, rat hgp véi doi hoa
tai. Em md&i tam xong. Toc em thoang thodng mui xa phong Dettol va mui
ctia em. Moi c6 gai khi mdi tam xong déu cé mui tuyét voi. Toi nghi ngudi
ta nén dong chai va dem ban cai mui ay.

“Anh cé mang qua cho em chi¥,” em néi dé pha tan sy ngung dong, hay
ding hon la 1ap day sv yén lang trong khi t6i dang ngam nhin em.

“U,” tdi noi.

Toi ditng 1én, 14y hop diém ttr trong tli quan jean.

“Blue Orange Café, tuyét qua,” em néi. Em cam bao diém va dung ngén
tay thon nhé dady mé& nap.
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“Oi, ca bai bién nwdc Uc trong tay em,” em néi. Em nang niu véi niém
hanh dién, nhu thé t6i da tang nhitng vién kim cwong bi danh cap cta nit
hoang.

“Anh that ngdc. Lé ra anh nén mang gi do6 gia tri,” toi noi.

“Khong, thé nay la hoan hdo réi. Xem nay, bén trong cé nhitng vé so li
ti,” em ra hiéu cho toi cti sat lai. Pau ching t6i khé cham vao khi ching toi
nhin vao trong hop diém.

Ngoén chan em cham ngén chan toi, khi ching t6i nhich sat hon.

“Ui,” em néi va rut chan lai.

“G1 thé?” t6i ndi.

“Khong sao, hwong muoi,” em néi, “Em cham vao dau hwong chay.”

T6i ngoi thang lai. Nwdc nhé giot tir téc em sang téc t6i. Niva s6 muoi bay
trén dau em da chuyén sang dau toi not.

“Sao anh lai tan tién thé ch?” t6i noi.

“Khong sao ma. Chac la cudc goi ton lam.”

“U, nam d6 la va sdu muoi xu,” tdi néi, va ngay gidy sau thdy héi tiéc vi
da néi nhw mot tay ké toan.

“Pay mdi la anh nay. Du sao, m6n qua t6t nhat ctia cudc séng la mén qua
mién phi,” em néi va dung dai day chun budc toc lai.

Toi gat dau. Pugc, da roi day, Ngai Ly tri trong t6i mach bao. Dén gio
hoc roi.

To6i md sach. Em hoi mot cau lam toi kinh hai.

“Tai sao anh lai goi?”

“Anh béo r6i,” toi ling buing.

“Anh thye sy nhé em a?” em ndi va dat tay em léen tay toi.

Tai rut tay lai theo phan xa. Em to vé ngac nhién.

“Anh xin 16i, Vidya. Anh khong nén. Anh phdi tap trung vao cong viéc,
va nhv thé nay chang giong anh chit nao, nhung...” téi néi va quay di. Toi
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khong thé néi khi nhin thang vao em. Hay ding hon, tdi khong thé néi khi
em nhin toi.

“Khong sao, anh khong phai xin 16i dau,” em noi.

“Khong 6n dau. Anh khéng c6 thi gid cho tinh cam,” t6i ndi, giong kién
quyét, “va ¢ day khong phai cho phu hgp. Em gai ban than cua anh w? Thé
ch6 nao ma... Oi, anh xin 16i.”

Em cuoi khuc khich.

“Nghiém tuc nao, Vidya. Chuyén nay khong dung. Anh la gia su cua em,
anh trai em tin anh vi anh la ban, anh cé nhitng trach nhiém - cac khoan ng,
viéc lam an, va cad me anh. Em con chwa dén muoi tam.”

“Hai thang nita,” em ngo nguay hai ngon tay. “Hai thang nita va em sé
buwdc sang tudi muoi tam. La thoi gian dé mua cho em mo6t mén qua dep nita
day. Ma, anh noi tiép di.”

“U, sao ciing duwoc. Van dé 1a c¢é nhitng 1y do quan trong khong cho phép
anh sa da vao nhitng cam xtc vo ly tri. Va anh muén...”

Em ditng ddy dén bén canh t6i. Em ngoi trén céi tay ghé mong manh ctia
chiéc ghé nhua t6i dang ngoi.

Em dat ngoén tay 1én miéng t6i. Hai ban tay em 0m lay mat toi.

“Anh khéng thuwong xuyén cao rau nhi? Eo,” em néi. Em khé suyt nhé
vao khong khi.

“G1 thé?” t6i ndi va nhin em.

“Em nghi mét con muo6i hon em,” em ndi va lai nho tiép, “con trong
miéng em khong?”

Em ha miéng ra va dwa lai gan. Moi em cach méi t6i tdm mi li mét.

Khoang cach nhanh chéng giam xudng bang khong. Téi khong biét 1a t6i
tién sat tdi em hay em tién sat vao. Khoang cach nho qua, nén rat khé khang
dinh ai la ngwoi khoi mao. T6i cam thdy &m 4p trén mo6i minh, va nhan ra
rang chung t6i da tién dén nhau qua gan, hay c6 1& qua xa.
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Chtng t6i lai hon. Nhitng con muo6i trén dau moi ching t6i da quay trd
lai.

T6i mudn néi rang trong nu hon dau tién ctia minh, t6i thady nhitng vi sao
va nghe thdy diéu nhac ngot ngao. Nhung nhitng am thanh nén lan at 1a (a)
tiéng noi ap suat cua me Vidya & trong bép duwdi nha, (b) tiéng loa van dong
tranh c ti* nhitng chiéc 6 t0 cua cac dang phai cho cudc bau ctr sap t6i va
(c) tiéng vo ve khong ngét cua dan muoi. Nhung khi ban dang hon, moi am
thanh va canh vat déu tat hét. T6i nhin xem san thwgng may nha xung quanh
c6 nguoi khong. Roi t6i nham mat.

“Vidya, minh dang lam gi thé nay,” t6i néi, khong budng em ra. Toi
khong thé dirng dwge. Xac suat, dai s6, lwong giac va vi phan - niéem dam
mé bi kim nén trong nhitng gio hoc truéc gio bung no ra.

“Khong sao, khong sao dau,” em ct¥ tran an va hon toi.

Chtng t6i tach nhau ra vi dén ngudi dam mé ciing can phai thd. Em nhin
toi va cwoi that 16n.

T6i thu don sach but. Téi nay khong hoc toan.

“Tai sao anh khong nhin vao mat?” em nhan xét, vé ranh manh trong
giong noi.

To6i khong noi gi.

“Anh 16n hon em va gidi todn hon em gip tram lan. Nhung, ¢ khia canh
nao do, em treong thanh hon anh.”

“Q, vay u?” toi yéu 6t thach thitc, trong khi thu gom sach lai.

Em nang cam t6i 1én.

“Em sap sang muoi tdm. Em c6 thé lam bat cit diéu gi minh mudn,” em
noi. Tiéng loa tranh ct¥ van tiép tuc. “Em c6 thé di bé phiéu cudc bau ci do,”
em noi tiép, “em c6 thé ma tai khoan ngan hang, em c6 thé két hon, em cé
thé...”

“Hoc thoi. Em ciing c6 thé c6 thi vao mot triedng tot,” toi ngat 107 em.
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Em cwoi. Ching t6i ditng 1én va budc vé phia bé nuwéc trén san thuong.
Chuing t6i dwa vao bé nwéc va thady anh hoang hon. Chiing t6i néi vé moi thit
ngoai moén toan. Téi ké em nghe vé hoc vién thé thao, vé bita an t6i cung
Fred, vé bau trdi xanh nudc Uc va lan nwde sti bot trén by bién Bondi.

Em lang nghe trong niém phan khich. Em néi em wéc c6 thé c6 mot ngoi
nha bén bg bién, va sé son twdng bén trong mau hong va vang. That kinh
ngac vi cac co6 gai co thé vé ra kich ban gia thiét cu thé dén nhu vay.

“Anh uéng ca phé khong?”

“Em sé phai xuong nha sao?” t6i n6i, cam lay tay em theo ban nang. Mot
giong ndi van phan doi trong t6i, nhung gio day giong néi dy khong con am
lvgng nita.

“Khong, em cé md6t bi mat duwdi bé nwdc nay. Bén day,” em noi va kéo tay
tOi.

Bé nwdc xi mang, cao mét rudi, dwge xay cach mat nén trén cac cot chong
bé tdng chiu lyc. Gitta bé nwdc va mat san, c6 mot khoang hd cao chirng mét
hai. Chting t6i c6 thé ngoi ngay duwédi bé nuwdc.

“Pay la noi em yéu thich tt h6i con nho,” em noi.

T6i quy gbi va luon vao trong theo em. Em kéo ra mot cai gio. Trong gid
c6 mot binh gitt nhiét, may chiéc c6c nhira mau do va banh quy Marie.

“Chao mirng dén véi tiém ca phé trén mai nha cta Vidya,” em néi va dua
coc cho toi.

T6i nhin em. Em xinh dep qua nhuw thé thi hoc toan lam gi. Toan chi danh
cho ké that bai nhw toi thoi.

T6i nhap mot ngum. M6i t6i van con cam giac cua doi moi em. T6i chong
khuyu tay, nhung san bée tong dau qua.

“Lan sau em sé mang gobi lén,” em néi.

“Khong sao dau,” toi nai.

Ching t6i uong xong ca phé r6i chui ra. Chiung t6i bat bong dén san
thuong. Toi 1at gid sach dé quén nhitng nu hon va ca phé. Lan dau tién trong
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doi toi, nhitng ky hiéu tich phan trong that té nhat.

“Cam on em,” toi noi.

”V1 cai gi?” em noi.

“Vi ca phé va... em biét ma.”

Em ruén nguoi va hon Ién ma t6i. “Cam on anh vi mén qua, mén qua cta
tinh ban than that sy.”

Tinh-ban-than-that-sw, mot ddu néi khac. Thé nghia la tién trién.

“Pau lai c6 cau bé t6t va trach nhiém thé chit. Ish chd hoc dwoc gi tw
thang bé ca,” boé Vidya néi vGi v ong khi toi dong cira.

Skdek

L& ra toi c6 thé lam s6 sach nhanh hon néu khong phai vira lam vira nhan
tin dién thoai. Dién thoai cta t6i da kéu bip lan thit nam.

“Ai dang nhan tin thé?” Omi ditng ¢ quay hai.

Séu gio t0i, gan dén gio dong ctta hang. Ish da dén mot trong cac truong
cong va Omi phai vé s6m du 1é aarti budi t6i. Hon hai chuc héa don, s6
sach, but va mot cai may tinh bao vay toi.

“Khong sao, tao dang théa thuan v6i mot nha cung cap,” t6i néi. Toi
chuyén dién thoai sang ché d6 yén lang.

“Goi cho ong ta di,” Omi noi.

“Nhu vay sé té ra minh dang du6i. Tao thich dé 6ng ta goi hon.”

“Vay lam so trwdc di da, Govind. C6 nhiéu don hang chwa thanh toan,
nguyén cd mot dong roi tung,” Omi noi, 14y keo hat vao miéng. T6i bo qua.
Bat ¢ thit gi dé dau 6c n6 khai ban tam chuyén nhan tin.

bién thoai cua to6i lai sang.

Sinh nhat e.
To chtic theo y e.
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A co mua banh ko??

Trong dién thoai, t6i da lwvu s6 cia em duwdi cai tén “Nha cung cap
Vidyanath”, phong khi ai d6 cam may t6i. Ngoai ra, to6i cling x6a hét tin
nhan ngay khi doc xong.

“Tao hy vong may da tranh xa em gai Ish?” Omi ndi. Tay t6i khung lai
khi dang nhan tin. T6i ty nhu, chi la ngadu nhién théi. Omi khéng biét minh
nhan tin cho ai. Thodi mdi di.

T6i tra 101 tin nhan:

O, em thang rui. Se mua 1 cai, nho thui.
Anh lv day. Em cg hoc di. A

Toi bo dién thoai sang mot bén. Nhitng hinh mat cuwoi da xuat hién trong
doi toi.

“Tao day con bé, Omi a. Chi vai thang truée ky thi thoi,” toi noi. Toi vui
dau vao cong viéc so sach.

“Con bé cé...” Omi bat dau.

“Tao lam s6 sach dugc khong, hay ching ta ban tan vé hoc sinh cta tao?”
Toi lwvom Omi.

Mama chay dén ctra hang ching to6i. “Bat ti vi Ién nhanh.”

“Hai may bay dam vao toa thap doi Trung tdm Thwong mai Thé gidi &
New York,” phat thanh vién kénh tin tttc BBC noéi. Hinh anh truc tiép ay that
kho tin, du la theo tiéu chuan phim khoa hoc gia twéng. Toa thap doi cao
hang tram tang c6 nhitng vét dam sau & gitta, nhw ai d6 da cat nhitng 6 banh
mi.

“Lién tiép hai mdy bay, chitng té rdng cudc tdn céng khiing bo la co dv
tinh trudc,” mot chuyén gia tinh bdo quan sy noéi trén truyén hinh. “Thé gidi
sé khong bao gio nhv xua dugc nita,” thu twéng Israel noi.

Chtng t6i kéo ctra khép hd. Moi nguwoi trong dén tap trung quanh ti vi, &
do6 chiéu di chiéu lai canh toa thap doi do sap xudng. Khaéi, mudi den, bui bé
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tong ngap khap dwong pho New York. Cac ban tin cho biét c6 hang ngan
nguoi chét.

“Cai...” Ish néi khi n6 quay vé ctra hang.

“Bon khing b6 Hoi gido, ta dam bao day,” Mama n6i khi dién thoai cua
ong d6 chudng. Ong nhin sd va cham chi ditng 1én.

“Parekh-ji a?” Mama noi, giong 6ng khim nam.

Toi khong nghe thay Parekh-ji néi gi.

“T6i dang xem,” Mama noéi. “Bon chiing dang bién thanh moi de doa.
Vang, vang, thva ngai Parekh-ji, ching ta dd san sang cho cudc bau ct,
vang,” Mama noi, lau mo6 hoi trén nguc, “Belrampur khong thanh van dé...
vang, cac khu vuc khac thi can lam thém, nhung ngai biét Hasmukh-ji roi
day. Ong ay khong danh nhiéu thoi gian...”

Bittoo Mama budc xa khéi ching t6i. Parekh-ji cho 6ng 1oi khuyén vé
cu0c bau ct tuan sau.

Vao dém mudn, nhitng hinh dnh dau tién vé cac nghi can dugc phat di.
Bon thanh nién Hoi gido da tham gia hoc 1ai may bay vai thang truéc.
Chung da dung loai dao cat gidy trong van phong dé cwdép may bay, va gay
ra mot trong nhitng tham hoa nhan tao kinh hoang nhat thé gigi. Mot lao gia
gay dét tén la Bin Laden da phat di mot video quay nghiép dw, tw nhan do la
y twong cua ong ta.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Omi hoi Mama khi 6ng nghe xong dién thoai.

“Hasmukh-ji nghi moi chuyén 1a dwong nhién. Ong ta khong dén cac phé
thudc khu vuee ctr tri cia minh.”

“Parekh-ji khong vui sao?” Omi noi.

“Ong 4y khong buc cau. Ong ay ciing khong lo 1ing qua. Cudc bau cit bs
sung nay chi c6 hai ghé ¢ Gujarat. Cudc bau ct thye sy 1a sang nam kia.”

“Mama, vay la sang nam,” Omi néi va vo vao lung Mama, “ho toc ta sé
c6 mot ong Nghi.”
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Chudng dén thd vang 1én, bao hiéu tdi gio lam 1€ aarti cu6i ngay. Omi va
Mama ditng day budc ra.

“Ta phai cho Parekh-ji thdy ta xitng dang. Gianh dwgc ghé nay sé c6 ich,”
Mama noi.

“Cau can giup gi nita khong?” Omi néi. “Chau da lam qua nhiéu r6i,”
Mama néi va hon Omi, “nhung ching ta phai no lwc thém nita vao tuan t6i.
Parekh-ji néi nhitng cudc tan cong nay cé thé cé lgi cho ching ta. Chiing ta
ra lam 1€ aarti va néi v6i moi ngudi thoi.” Ho roi ctra hang di vao trong dén.

“bién thoai may lai sang kia. Ché do yén lang a?” Ish ndi. N6 gom hét
cac hoa don vung vai trén san. Chung toi dong ctra hang.

“0, chic 1a nham théi,” t6i n6i va cam mdy, “mot nha cung cap gui tin
nhan.”

T6i md& tin nhan ctia nha cung cap Vidyanath.

Khi dang hoc, e nghi den nhung nu hon
A va chi a thoi, nho lam

To6i cho dién thoai vao tui.
“G1i thé? Binh ban gi cho may a?” Ish ndi.

“U, dang nai ti tao, cing phét,” t6i néi khi khéa ngin dung tien.

ek

“Ta biét ma, ong gia kia chang chiu nghe,” Mama néi.

Ong hét t6 ra phan udt lai chay nuwdc méit. Khé co thé 1am mot nguwdi chin
chan va cting coi nhw 6ng khéc. Tuy nhién, vat va nhiéu thang dé roi thua
trong cudc bau ctt con kh6 chap nhan hon. Chiing t6i ditng ngoai cac phong
dém phiéu. Cac quan chic bau ct van dang kiém nhitng 14 phiéu cubi cung,
du dang thé tuc da giang co md& hoi ngoai kia.
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“Xem phiéu ¢ Belrampur,” Mama chi vé cac thung phiéu. “Dang Hindu
chién thang dé dang. D6 la khu vire cia ta. Hai khu vire khac giao cho ta phu
trach, ching ta cting thang da s6 & do.”

Nhém tng hé ong, khoang dau chirng hon hai tram ngudi, ho cdi dau
xuong.

“Va hay xem chuyén xdy ra & cac khu vuc khac. Tay gido s nguoi Hoi
kia thi duwgc roi. Ong ta thdm chi con di gip cdc ba gid. Nhung con
Hasmukh-ji thi sao? Ht, sudt ngay vénh vang minh la nguwoi ¢ dang cap
trén. Ong ta khong chiu di bd vao ngd ph6 ma cit twdng minh cé thé thing
ctt bang cach ngoi trén xe hoi vay vay tay. Va nhin xem, trudc gio dém
phiéu hai tiéng 6ng ta da chay tron.”

Mama dua tay lau nwéc mat r6i néi tiép. “Chang phai ta cling xuat than tu
mot gia dinh thay té sao? Nhung chang 1€ ta khong di vao nhitng con pho
ngap mui cong ranh trong khu vuc ctia ngwoi Hoi gido? Chang lé ¢ do
khong c6 cac ctr tri Hindu? Tai sao 6ng ta khong dén d6?”

Nhitng ngudi lam viéc cho dang thé tuc ché nhao nhéom cta Mama. Bau
khong khi trd nén gay gat khi vai nguwdi trong nhém cia Mama chan mét ké
danh trong.

“O day sé gay go ddy,” tdi n6i vao tai Omi, “ching ta di thoi.”

“Tao khong di duwgc. Mama can tao,” Omi noi.

Mot chi€c Mercedes trang chay dén truedc diém kiém phiéu. Mot chiéc xe
jeep chd veé si chay ben canh. Cac vé si bao vay khu vuc khi ctra xe
Mercedes ma@. Parekh-ji budc ra.

Mama chay dén Parekh-ji. Ong ndm rap xuéng dat va cham vao chan
Parekh-ji.

“T6i la nguwoi ¢ 16i. Hay tritng phat t6i di,” Mama néi, giong 6ng nang
ne.

Parekh-ji dat hai tay 1én dau Mama. “Ding 1én di, Bittoo.”

“Khong, khong. To6i mudn chét & day. T6i da lam cho nguwdi vi dai nhat
that vong,” Mama tiép tuc kéu khoc.
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Parekh-ji liéc nhin vé nhitng ga thanh nién, vé cuong nghi. Moi ngudi lui
lai. Parekh-ji d& vai Mama ditng 1én, “Nao, hdy dén Vishala an to6i. Chuing ta
can noéi chuyén.”

Mama buwdc vé phia xe cia Parekh-ji, dau 6ng van cdi.

“Pén day nao chang trai,” Parekh-ji néi véi Omi. Ish va t6i nhin nhau. Cé
1€ dén ldc Ish va t6i nén chuon.

“Ish va Govind di cung dugc khong? Tui né da dén Gandhinagar,” Omi
néi. T6i doan né mudn ching tdi dén an tiec & Vishala, la noi ma binh
thuwong chiing t6i khong da tién vao.

Parekh-ji nhin chiing t6i va c6 nhé xem. T6i khong biét 6ng ta c6 nhg
dugc khong.

“Vao xe di,” ong nai.

ek

Nha hang Lang Vishala va Bao tang Utensils nam & ngoai 6 Ahmedabad,
trong lang Sarkhej. Cung vd&i bao tang nghé tht cong va nhitng san lang, &
day con c6 mot nha hang dan toc phuc vu cac mén an ding chat Gujarat.

Chung t6i vao mot phong nhd, ngoi bét trén san dat sét. Nhan vién an ninh
ctia Parekh-ji ng6i bén ngoai, gan cho dién mua r6i danh cho tré em. Sung
cta ho lam nhitng ngwdi phuc vu biét tam quan trong cua vi khach, va dam
bdo ching t6i duwgce phuc vu tét. Trong vai pht, ching t6i da c6 vai chuc
mon an tredc mat.

“An di, va trong chinh tri thi khong duwoc tiy mi. Nhitng bai dién thuyét
day cam xuc la t6t, nhung trong dau ta luén phai suy nghi rach roi,” Parekh-
ji giang giai cho Mama.

Chung t6i da téng vao bung nao la banh x6p dhokla, nao banh cudn
khandvi, banh goi ghugra, banh vién gota, banh dalwada, va nhiéu mén banh
Gujarat khac. Trudc khi mon an chinh duwgce dva ra toi da thay no cang bung.
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“Bay gio, nghe nay,” Parekh-ji néi khi 6ng uéng hét coc nwéc bac ha,
“moi thit khong dé dang nhw bé ngoai dau. Pang sau that bai cia Hasmukh-
ji con ca mot cau chuyén. Chung ta da dy liéu trudc.”

“Sao c0?” Mama néi trong khi Omi, Ish va t6i hang hai xong vao do6 an.

“Gidi cap cao trong dang da danh cho 6ng ta mot suat. Nhung 6ng ta lai
thudc nhom tw twdng cii. Cung vdi tw twdng cua vi tha hién bang hién nay.
Lanh dao t6i cao & Dethi khéng hai long vGi ho.”

“Ho khong v?” Mama ngo nghéch 1ap lai.

“Khong. C6 thé ching ta la ding Hindu, nhung thé khong cé nghia ching
ta sudt ngay rao giang tén gido ma khong lam viéc. Dan ¢ Gujarat cham lo
lam an, day khong phdi cho cia nguwdi luwdi biéng. Lanh dao t6i cao khong
thich cach chinh quyén giai quyét hau qua trdn dong dat. Ngwoi dan mat mat
rat nhiéu trong do. Ta biét cadc cau bé day ciling vay,” ong quay sang ching
tOi.

Ching t6i gat dau. Viéc nhac dén tran dong dat van con gay dau nhic.

“Cudc bau ctt bé sung cho may ghé nay chi la sy ban on thoi. Phe tu
twéng cli da duwa ra @wng cw vién cua hg. Ching ta biét ho yéu. Di nhién,
nhitng ngwdi lam viéc cham chi nhw Bittoo da c6 gang hét sitc. Nhung, mot
tng ctr vién bu nhin van la mét (tng c vién bu nhin. Nén ching ta mat ca
hai ghé. Vé&i cudc bau ctr trong mudi hai thang nita, cd bo may cta dang sé
bi lung lay. Va cu6i cting, 1anh dao t6i cao c6 co hoi tao thay doi.”

“Thay doi nao?” Mama néi.

“Ho dang thay thé vi thu hién bang hién nay.”

“Sao co? Vi mat hai ghé v?” Mama néi, “tong s6 ghé la...”

“Mot tram tam muoi,” Parekh-ji néi khi ong bé chiéc banh bajra roti,
“nhung nhu ta da néi, no tao cé dé thay doéi. Va Gujarat 1a noi song con vGi
dang chuing ta. Chiing ta khong thé dé mat dwoc.”

“Ai sé la tha hién bang mdi?” Mama noi.

“Ho sé& thong bao trong vai ngay nita. Ong ay 1a ban cii cia ta. Ong dy 1a
nguoi ran roi, cwong quyét va thanh that. Vi 6ng ay, ta cam thay ty tin buéc
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vao cudc bau ctr sang nam.”

“Chung toi sé lam bat ci¢ diéu gi can thiét thwa Parekh- ji. Cudc doi toi la
ctia ngai,” Mama néi khi phuc vu 1ay thém chao dau va xup kadhi lan thi
ba.

“T6i quy ong, Bittoo a,” Parekh-ji n6i, nhin chung toi.

“Parekh-ji, t6i c6 thé dugc mot suat cho cudc bau cr nam sau khong?
Ngai biét si tan tam cua toi day,” Mama noi.

Khuon mat Parekh-ji danh lai.

“T6i xin 16i vi qua néng v6i,” Mama noi.

Parekh-ji bat cwoi. “Khong, ching ta can nhitng nguwdi tham vong nhw
ong. Nhung Bittoo nay, s suat thi c6 it. Va ching ta c6 muwdi ngan nguoi.
Ong 14 nguoi t6t, tan tdm, va téi mudn gitip 6ng. Nhung...”

“Nhung sao, thia ngai Parekh-ji? Hay chi dwong cho t6i.”

“Pé lot vao top dau, 6ng khéng nhitng phai lam viéc thoi, ma con phai
gay dugc chii y. Ong hiéu khong?”

Mama cham cham gat dau.

“T6i khong chi trich 6ng. Toi dang cho 6ng 101 khuyén dé lot vao cap tiép
theo, vi 6ng c6 tiém nang. Dung chd chi dan, ma hay cha dong. Thé méi la
lanh dao, dung khong?”

“Hang thang, t0i sé to chitc dwa nhitng nguoi tré dén Ayodhya. Chiing t6i
sé dinh huwéng cho ho vé di sdn cta ching ta va gia tang sy ung ho cho
chung ta.”

“T6t 1am, ¥ lam nhw vay. Hay di cung t6i dé gap lanh dao tdi cao khi 6ng
lam dwoc nhiéu viéc hon. Con t6i sé ho trg 6ng thém. Théa thuan thé nhé?”

Parekh-ji chia tay ra dé bat tay. Mama dwa tay ctia minh xuéng thang ban
chan Parekh-ji, 1a phan co thé nén cham vao khi tiép xtc v&i ngudi co6 vi thé
chinh tri cao hon.

“O day khong c6 mén trang miéng sao?” Parekh-ji néi vi sy cham tré sau
khi mé6n an chinh da don vao.
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“Ai sé di ldy mon sinh t6 cho quy ngai day ha?” Mama hét 1én véi may
nguoi phuc vu.
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MUOI SAU

“Cai banh socola nao la nhé nhat?” t6i dang & Ten, khu Navrangpura,
hiéu banh ngon nhat Ahmedabad.

Vidya budc sang tuéi muwdi tam ding ngay 19 thang Muwdi mot nam 2001.
Gio day em c6 thé chinh thitc ty dwa ra quyét dinh. Con khong chinh thitc,
em da lam nhuw vay ké tr khi sinh ra.

“Khong can tai dau,” toi ndi khi béd hop banh vao ba 16 dung sach. Toéi 6m
ba 16 trong long, git cho thang ditng, mai cho t6i khi dén nha Vidya.

Vao nha Vidya trong khi gidu cai banh qua la ciing khé. Viéc Ish c6 nha
cang lam chuyén té hon. An D6 dang dau v6i Anh trén san Vwon Dia dang
Kolkata trong tran dau budi t6i. Ish da yén vi trén x6 pha cung banh kep,
sita, khoai tay chién va banh quy - moi thit né can dé séng sot qua tam gio
t6i. B6 Ish ngoi tai ban an, tiép tuc nghién citu luan an tién si ctia 6ng vé bao
chi An Do. Thuong thi khi Ish & nha, chi ay 16 vé cam ghét ra mat.

T6i kep ba 16 dugi nach cho né thang ding.

“An Do dang danh béng - Ganguly va Tendulkar. Ghi dwgc bay muoi
diém, chra mat nguoi nao sau mudi lwgt béng,” Ish noéi va gao 1én, “Me oi,
nuwgc xot!”

B0 né cam chai nwdc x6t ca chua trén ban an va dat cop xudng ban uéng
nudc tredc mat con trai Ong.

“Cam on bo,” Ish néi. “B6 xich sang dugc khong. Con khéng xem duogc ti

I

Vi.
B0 Ish cau c6 nhin con trai minh roi bo di.

“Khong ng6i di,” Ish néi vdi toi.
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“Ban gia sw,” t0i noi, chi vao phong Vidya.

“0, may dén vi chuyén d6 ha. N6 hoc ca vao ngay sinh nhat co ddy, that
cham chi.”

“Co6 nguoi nghiém tic véi cudc doi cia minh...” bo Ish can nhan trong khi
van doc béao.

Ish nhan nat am lwgng trén diéu khién ti vi dén mic to nhat dé phan déi.

“Me né da bién n6 thanh quai vat,” b6 Ish néi va bé vao phong ngu.

Tendulkar danh bong ghi bon diém, va quai vat vo tay.

“Pirng lo, bo tao khong sao dau,” Ish néi khi thay vé mat lo lang cua toi.
“Nay, bdo no6 tao gwi 10i chic mirng nhé. N6 sé thich day. Sang nay tao quén

»

mat.

Ish vo lay cai banh kep, nhét vao that nhiéu khoai tay chién, r6i do 1én
nuwdc xot. N6 can mot miéng that to. Ban t6i da tim ra hanh phtic cia né. T6i
phai tim hanh phtic cho minh.

To6i 1én cau thang, tim tdi don dap.

“Chtic mirng sinh nhat, Co Gai Mwoi Tam,” t6i cat 10i chao khi déng cira.

Em mdc chiéc do kurti mau do 16ng lanh, va quan trang. Lya chon quan
ao hoi dién qua, nhung vao ngay sinh nhat thi thé cling 6n, t6i nghi.

“Anh c6 biét muoi tdm la s6 duy nhat c6 gia tri 16n gap hai lan tong cac
chit s6 ctia n6 khéng?” em noi.

T6i 1dy banh ra va dat 1én ban nhya mau trang.

“Banh mua & Ten co day! Cé nguoi sap vao gidi thuwgng Iwu day,” em
dua.

“Em thich s6c6la ma. Ho lam loai banh nay ngon nhat.” Téi m& hop ra.
Em ding day va dén canh t6i dé xem banh.

“Anh da thay doi ké tir khi ching ta bat dau chuyén nay.”

“Chuyén gi?” t6i trdm nhin cdp mat to ctia em.

“Chuyén nay,” em néi va budc dén hon t6i. Tt thang truedc, gan nhuw budi
hoc nao chiing t6i cling hon nhau, nén day khong phai chuyén gi to tat. Doi
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khi ching t6i hon moi lan em gidi dwgc mot bai toan. Lan khéac, chung t6i
hén trong lic gidi lao mwdi lam phat. Cé lan, ching t6i chang hé hon, vi em
phai lam bai thi thit. Tuy nhién, bu6i sau ching t6i sé bu dap lai, sé danh
mudi phit dau gio hoc dé hon nhau, va phan con lai la trao doi vé nhitng 16i
trong bai lam cta em. Khi thay thém mudn, ching t6i lai hon. Khi cam thay
t0i 10i, ching t6i lai hoc. Bang cach nao dod, trong vong mot tiéng dong ho,
chuing t6i can bang kha 6n giita viéc hoc toan va chuyén yéu duong.

Chtng t6i dén mép san thwong. Tia nang cubi cung da bién mat, bau troi
chuyén sang mau cam sam. Con gi6 ban dém mang chit hoi lanh. Phia xa
xa, chung t6i thdy mai vom ngoi dén nha Omi.

Em dan tay vao tay t6i, va nhin t6i. “Anh ndi xem,” em noéi khi gat mot
lon toc trén mdt, “em co nén tré thanh bac si khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“Vay lam sao em thoat khoi day dugc?”

“Nop don vao bat ¢t truong nao roi di thoi,” toi noi.

“Lam thé nao?” em noi va giat manh tay to6i. “Em kiém dau ra tién 1€ phi
nop ho so? Em sé song thé nao & Mumbai?”

“B6 me em cudi cung sé xudng nuwdc thoi. Ho sé tra chi phi hoc tap cho
em. Cho dén khi dé...”

Mot dot 6n ao ndo dong khip khu phé va 1am ching toi giat minh. An Do
da ghi dugc sau diém.

“Cho dén ltc do thi sao?” em no6i sau khi tiéng o6n ngdt di.

“Cho dén ltic do thi anh sé chu cdp cho em,” t6i n6i. Ching t6i nhin vao
mat nhau. Em mim cwdi. Ching t6i di bo doc quanh khu6n vién san thuwgng.

“Vay gia su ctia em khong con nghi em can gidi may bai toan nita?”

“Giai bai toan cugc doi con quan trong hon,” toi noi.

“La gi thé?”

“Em la ai, liwa chon gitta diéu em mudn lam va diéu moi ngwoi trong cho
¢ em. Va lam sao dé giit dugc dieu em muon ma khong dé ngwoi khac qua
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bwc minh. Cudc doi la mot bai toan t6i wu hoa, c6 hang ngan bién s6 va
nhitng rang budc.”

“Co thé nao vtra chay trén vira khong lam boé me byc minh khéng nhi?”

“Em c6 thé gidm thiéu viéc lam ngwdi khac byc minh, nhung khong thé
triét tiéu hoan toan dwgc. Chung ta chi c6 thé t6i wu hoa cudc doi, khong bao
gio giai quyét dugc,” toi no6i khi dén goc san.

“Em c6 thé néi mot chuyén ky quac khong?”

“Gi thé?”

“Khi anh dung toan nhitng ti toan hoc cao siéu, giong nhu may thuat ngit
trén troi nay,” em noi, tay lam dong tac hat ti trén dau 1én troi.

“U.”

“N6 lam em thdy ham mu6n lam.”

“Vidya, sy bao dan ctia em...” t6i noi, bi soc.

“Lam anh doé mat a?” em néi va bat cuoi.

“Chuing ta sé cat banh hay lam gi nao?” t6i néi dé thay doi chu de.

“Di nhién, xin mdi theo em dén quan ca phé Vidya,” em néi.

Chting t6i chu6i xuong dudi bé nwdc va ngobi lén san. Em da mang 1én sdu
chiéc g6i hong va mot cai chan. “Em lay tir phong ra, nén chiing ta sé c6 bita
tiéc nhé & day,” em noi va dwa cho toi hai chiéc goi. Duéi goi em dé mot
may nghe nhac.

“Nhac nhé?” em no6i, khuén mat em xinh nhw mot bai hat.

To6i gat dau.

“Em sé bat Boyzone, ban nhac yéu thich cua em,” em noi.

T6i 14y ra goi muwdi tdm ngon nén ma ngwoi ta bé cung vao hop banh.

“Thap hét nén di,” em noi.

T6i muon di bat dén san thwgng, vi troi da toi.

“Pirng c6 bat,” em néi va kéo tay toi khi em thap nén. “Néu c6 ngudi dén
thi sao?”
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“Ca bd me em déu dau dau goi. Ho khong bao gio 1én san thuwgng. Con
Ish, tran bong con kia ma.”

Chtng t6i nghe hai lwgt reo ho am 1 lién tuc trong khu phé. Lwgt danh
bong ctia An D6 da vao pha cubi.

Em budng tay t6i khi t6i ngoi xuong. Trong em that dep bdi anh nén lung
linh téa trén khu6én mat. Mot bai hat co6 tén “No matter what” bat dau cat 1én.
Nhuw moi bén tinh ca, 10i ca dwdng nhw viét ra chi danh riéng cho chiing t6i.

Du ho co noi gi voi ta,
Du ho co6 lam gi,
Du ho c6 day gi ta,
Thi diéu ta tin madi la that.

Anh nén dudng nhu lay dong theo diéu nhac. Em dung dao nhya trong
hop dé cat banh. T6i lai cau chic cho em, va dwa miéng banh vao miéng em.
Em giit miéng banh trong miéng, va roi hwéng ngudi vé phia toi. Em day toi
1én gobi, va miéng em ké sat miéng t6i dé chia mén banh.

Em hon toi nhw chwa bao gio duwgc hon trwée dé. Khong phai em lam gi
d6 khac biét, nhung dwong nhw an sau nu hon dy c6 nhiéu cam xic hon. Bo6i
tay em dé trén vai t0i, ro6i luén xudng ao t6i.

Nhac van tiép.

Anh khoéng thé chéi bé diéu anh tin
Anh khoéng thé la con nguoi khdc dugc
Anh biét tinh yéu nay la mdi mdi
Liic nay day, diéu @y mdi la quan trong

T6i khong biét 1a do anh nén hay do tam trang ngay sinh nhat hay do cai
g0i hay la gi. Nhung lic dy to6i mac sai lam th hai trong doi.

T6i m& cic trén chiéc do kurti cia em, r6i luén nhitng ngén tay minh vao.
MGt giong no6i bén trong ngan tdi lai, toi rit tay ra. Nhung em tiép tuc hon
toi, trong khi em céi nhitng ctic 4o con lai. Em kéo tay tdi vé phia em.
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“Vidya...” Lic nay, tay toi da ¢ vao noi ma doi vai bat ky ga trai nao cling
la noi khong thé rit ra dugc nita. Nén, t6i xudi theo dong, theo nhitng cam
xtc, nhitng ham mudn, ban nang hay cai gi d6 ma nguoi ta dung dé chi cai
thit lam tan bién ly tri con ngudi.

Em céi ao kurti. “Bo tay anh ra di, ching khong tron dau.”

“Ha?” t0i noi.

“Khong thi lam sao em c@i ao dwgc?” em noi, chi vao ao 16t cua em. Toi
dat tay lén bung em, em céi 4o 16t ra va nam lén nguai toi.

“Cai ra di,” em noi, kéo ao toi 1én. Lic nay, néu em bdo thi téi cé thé
nhay xuong khéi san thugng. T6i lam theo 1énh em ngay.

Nhac van khong dit, va ching t6i van khong dirng. Chiing t6i tién xa hon,
xa hon, khi nhitng ngon nén nho lan lwgt tat. Nhitng giot mo6 hoi 14p lanh
trén co thé ching t6i. Trong sudt lic dy Vidya khong néi gi, ngoai triv mot
lan vao gitta chirng.

“Anh sé yéu bén dudi nguoi em chi?” em ndi, sau khi em da lam nhu vay
V(i toi.

T6i dwa miéng xudng, roi di ngwgc 1én. Ching téi nhin vao mat nhau khi
hai nguwdi thanh mot. Tiéng gao hét trong khu dan cu tiép tuc khi doi Anh
mat hai nguwoi nita.

Chi con lai bén ngon nén dang chay khi ching t6i xong viéc. Chuing t6i
x€p sdu cai goi dé lam tham, roi nam lén dé. Chi sau khi lam chuyén ay
xong chiing t6i m&i nhan ra troi lanh thé nao. Chiing t06i 1ay 4o khoac t6i dap
1én nguwdi, va luén ban chan lanh duwéi goi.

“Oi, em 1a ngudi trwéng thanh, va em khong con trinh nita, tuyét that day.
Cam on Thuong dé,” em noi va cwoi khiic khich. Em nam thu minh canh t6i.
Cam nhan hién thwc doi vé khi dam mé lang xudng. May dd lam gi thé
Govind Patel?

“Em van noi da ga nay,” em néi va nang canh tay lén. Nhitng vét n6i nhd
xiu mau hong trén lan da trang, tron mwét ctia em.
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Chét tiét, chét tiét, chét tiét, Govind, may dinh lam gi ddy? Cham vao
chdm da ga cé dy a? Giong ndi trong t6i manh hon.

“Em rat mirng vi chuyén nay da xay ra. Anh c6 thé khéng?” em néi.

T6i yén lang.

“Noi gi di chit.”

“Anh nén vé thoi.”

“Anh khong thich ¢ day a?”

“Pay u? Em c6 thdy la ching ta dang & trén dau bo me va anh trai em
khong?”

“DPung co6 lam toang 1én,” em noi.

“Anh xin 16i. Anh lo qua,” t6i noéi.

“Pirng ma,” em noi va 6m t6i. Em cam thay co thé t6i run ray. “Anh c6
sao khong?”

T6i khong biét tai sao, nhwng mat to6i ngan nuwdc. Co 1€ toi thay sg. Co 1é
vi chra titng c6 ai 6m t6i nhw vay, va héi t6i c6 6n khong. Co 1€ t6i khong
bao gi® biét minh c6 thé cam thay nhw thé nay. Cé 1€ vi toi da phan bdi ban
than nhat ctia minh. Thuong t6i cha bao gio khdoc, nhung cé qua nhiéu ly do
xdy ra mot lic, to6i khong thé khong khéc dugc.

“Nay, em la con gai. Khoc la viéc cua em,” em noi.

T6i nhin vao d6i mat ngan wdt cia em.

T6i ngoi day mac do vao. Chuing toi ra ngoai khi anh trang chiéu 1én san
thugng. Toi xem dong ho. Toi da kéo dai gio hoc qua ba muoi phuit.

“Em yéu anh,” em noi tu phia sau khi t6i m@ cra san thugng.

“Chuc mirng sinh nhat em,” t6i néi va ra ve.

“Nay, may 1& phan hay nhét roi. Ching ta sé thing tran ndy. O lai xem
di,” Ish néi khi t6i xudng dudi nha.

“Khong, tao hoi mét. Tao sé xem & nha,” t6i néi khi ra dén ctra chinh.
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“O lai an t0i di chau,” me Ish néi trong ltic don ban. “Co lam moén dac biét
nhan sinh nhat Vidya.”

“Khong thwa c6, me chau da ndu ¢ nha réi,” t6i néi. Toi da an mirng sinh
nhat con gai ba r6i.

“That la cau bé ngoan,” ba néi triu mén khi t6i roi ngo6i nha.
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MUOI BAY

“Gitr chat vao, n6 dang rung ddy,” Omi néi. N6 ditng nhén chan trén ghé
dé vdi 1én tran nha. Ching t6i muon treo nhitng dai ruy bang ba mau lén
quat tran. To6i gitt chan ghé. Ish diing canh chuing t6i, tay n6 cam ho va cudn
bang dinh.

“Tao nga mat,” Omi canh bao, trugt chan phai khoi ghé.

“Khong phai 16i cta tao. Cai ghé nay 1éng chan roi,” toi noi.

T6i chwa bao gio muon t6 chitc ngay Cong hoa mot tuan niva sé dén. Tuy
nhién, chiing t6i muén an mirng sy vic day ctia minh mot nam sau tran dong
dat. Du nghi vé ngay hom d6 van con khién t6i run ray, t6i van thdy nhe
nhom vi da trd hét cdc mén ng. Viéc kinh doanh cta ching toi tang gip ba
lan so v6i m6t nam trudc, va tat cd déu xdy ra tai ctra hang nay.

“Chuan bi cho ngay 26 thang Mot a? Co6 1én nhé,” Mama di vao lam
ching t6i mat tap trung. Omi nga tir trén ghé xuong san nha. Nhitng day ruy
bang roi trén dau no.

“Tai may day!” n6 cao budc t6i, va moi ngudi cuoi 6.

Mama dat mdt tii mau nau dung banh goi, cung véi nhitng t& bwdm mau
vang lén ban. Chuing t6i moi nguwdi 1dy mot cai banh.

“Mot nam ké tir ngay kinh hoang,” Mama th& dai. “Ta rat tw hao vi cac
chau lam viéc cham chi dé lai ditng trén d6i chan cia minh. C6é mot diéu
thay doi nita. Govind, chau con nhé khong? Pirng bao gio tir bo nhé?”

Toi gat dau. Ping vay, niém tin cta t6i vao Thuwgng dé da gitp to6i nam
ngodi. Va t6i muon tiép tuc niém tin 4y.
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“Khi chau tin vao Thugng dé, nhitng diéu ky diéu sé xdy ra. Va dé 1a ly
do ta mang dén thit nay,” Mama néi va chuyén nhitng t& buém mau vang
cho méi ching t6i.

T6i doc dau de.

Chaitavani Yatra
Moi nguoi yéu mén Rama déu dugc moi dén Ayodhya

T6i doc them.

bdng Hindu muén dua lién tiép nhitng lan song nguoi dén dén
Ayodhya. Viéc dy sé nhdc nho chinh phti thé tuc vé van dé ngoi dén.

To buwdm cé thong tin chi tiét dé lién hé v6i Mama, nhitng dang vién
khac, cung cac ngay xudt phat va cach ky tén tham gia chuyén di. “Chting ta
c6 mot han choét,” trén to budm viét, khong dé cap chinh xac mot ngay nao.

“Khong t6t sao?” Mama héi toi.

“Co a, Parekh-ji da noi roi, hay chu dong. Cau sé duwgc cha y,” t6i néi.

“Cac chau phai dén day,” Mama no6i. “Thyc ra, chuyén di thang Hai chi
danh cho thanh nién thoi. Pén ta cting khéng dugc di. Con trai ta sé di lan
nay. Cac chau sé c6 nguwoi dong hanh tot day.”

To6i van khong néi gi.

“DPi cling dé ma. Tau chay thang tir ga Ahmedabad, chuyén Sabarmati
Express,” Mama ndi va nhin toi tha thiét. T6i phai t6 ra hitng thi du khong
muon di.

“Mat bao lau a?” toi noi.

“Ba hai tiéng, mot chiéu.”

“Pi lai khong théi cling mat ba ngay réi. Lam sao di dugc bay gio
Mama?” t6i néi, mat xé xuoéng. “Nam mdi c6 nhiéu viéc lam.”

“Cudc doi con nhiéu thit ngoai kiém tién,” Mama néi. Ong ditng day ra

A

ve.
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T6i m& ngan dung tién, 1ay ra hai xap. “Pay la tién thué nha ba thang téi.”

“Co6 ai hoi tién dau?” Mama néi trong khi nhét tap tién vao tui 4o kurta.
“Lan nay cac chau phai di v&i em n6 day. N6 quy cac chau lam.”

“Mama, dirng buén nhé. Chiing chau sé di khi viéc van hon. Khodng tam
thang Ba, lic dy c6 ky thi,” toi noi.

“Vay dén lac ay dirng thodi thac. Quyét dinh thang Ba nhé?” Mama noi.

Chting t6i gat dau. Toi cam cai choi va quét vun banh goi samosa.

“OK, ta nén di thi hon. Ta phdi dat vé cho chuyén di thang Hai,” Mama
noi va ding day.

“Pé chau dat cho cau,” Omi noi.

“That w? Cam on chau nhiéu lam, chau yéu. Ta phai di Gandhinagar hém
nay, khong con thi gid nita,” Mama néi. Ong 14y trong tdi ra cai phong bi.

“Trong nay c6 day da tén va tién. Dhiraj va tdm ngudi khac. Mua vé
giwong, di ngay 20 thang Hai, va vé mot tuan sau do,” Mama noi.

Omi bo phong bi vao tti ao.
Sk

“Sau, bay, tam, khong, lan dé khong tinh vi ching ta khong that sw,”
Vidya lam nham trong khi nam canh t6i.

Omi di dén nha ga dé tién cau em ho. Ish trong ctra hang. T6i, vién ¢ stta
may bai toan chinh hgp va t6 hgp, lai tran truéng nam canh em gai né.

“Em dém gi thé?” t6i do dan hoi.

“S6 1an ching ta quan hé,” em dap. “Eo, da 1én tdm r6i.”

“Em theo doi a?” t0i noi.

“Em theo doi nhiéu thit lam.”

“Nhu céi gi?”
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“Nhu hom nay la 21 thang Hai, chi nam ngay nita la dén ky kinh ctia em.
Vi vay, hom nay la ngay an toan.”

“An toan ma. Anh da dung bao cao su,” t6i vira néi vira day goi cho thoai
mai.

“0 vay a? Vay bay gi¢ anh tin vao vat Iy hon toan hoc a?” em néi va khiic
khich cwoi. Em xoay ngwoi lai, chong khuyu tay 1én, ngén chan cham vao
cang chan toi.

“Anh con xau ho6 khi mua bao cao su khong?”

“Anh mua tai mot hang thudc la & Satellite. Anh mua da dung thoi gian
dai.”

“O thé a,” em leo 1én nguoi t6i. “Vay dung thém vai cdi nita thi khong sao
nhi?”

Sau dé, so lan cta ching toi da 1én dén chin.

“Chau vé day a,” toi ndi véi me Vidya. To6i ghét phan nay nhat, thoi diém
ma cO dy mai toi an hay héi toi sao lai lam viéc vat va thé.

T6i buéc vé nha, dau day nhitng suy nghi. Chin lan trong hai thang. Binh
quan moi tuan maét lan. Chin lan nghia la t6i khong con ly 1€ gi ma bién
minh nita. T6i khong thé néi rang t6i da lam tinh v&i em chi 1a sy c6 ngau
nhién, trong mot phit nong noi. Ban khong thé ngau nhién lam gi d6 dén
chin lan. Du d6i khi, nhitng chuyén ngau nhién khéac c6 thé xay ra. Va t6i
phat hién ra dung nam ngay sau do.

ek

“Co diéu nay anh nén biét,” em noi.

Ching t6i dén bai cé bén ngoai Hiép hdi Nghién citu nganh Vai sgi
Ahmedabad (ATIRA). Em da nhan tin cho t6i rang ching t6i can “di dao
khan cdp,” chang biét nghia la sao. Ching t6i da bao moi ngudi ¢ nha la
phai di mua cu6n sach hwéng dan mon toan rat hay. Khong ai van veo gi ca.
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Bai cé & ATIRA nam trong khu do6i Vastrapur, c6 nhiéu nguoi dao bo vao
bubi t6i. Vai cap doi nam tay nhau. T6i cling mudn nam tay, nhung khong
nam. Chuing t6i nhin cham cham xudéng mat dat, di that cham. Nhitng chi gia
béo mdc sari va mang giay, véi quyét tam gidm can, di viegt qua ching toi.

“Co chuyén gi thé?” to6i n6i va mua mot goi lac.

“C6 thit bi tré,” em noi.

T6i c6 nghi xem em am chi céi gi. Toi khong doan dugc.

“La cai gi?” toi noi.

“Kinh nguyét cua em,” em noi.

Pan 6ng chang biét tra 10i thé nao khi ban vé chuyén thai san. Phan 16n
thi chuyén nay lam ho bén chon.

“That u? Thé nao?” to6i nobi, co lva 1oi.

“Thé nao la sao? Pang ra phdi c6 tr hdm qua roi, ngay 25, nhung ma
chwa co.”

“Em chac khong.”

“Gi co? C6 ma em khong biét sao?” em no6i va dirng lai dé nhin t6i.

“Khong, y anh la em c6 chac 25 thang Hai la dén ky khong?”

“Em khong dot toan dén mitc ay dau.”

“Puoc r6i, nhung ma...” toi n6i. T6i da gay ra van dé. T6i chang c6 gi gia
tri dé mang ra trong cudc thao luan. T6i moi em an lac. Em ttr chéi.

“Nhung sao?” em noi.

“Chung ta dung bién phap tranh thai ma. Con kinh nguyét phu nit thi sao
nhi? Co phai bao gio cling ding ngay khong?” toi hoi. Trén doi nay khong
c6 gi lubn tuyét déi dang thoi diém ca.

“Ctia em thi ding ddy. Thuwong thi em chang quan tam. Nhung vi em véi
anh, du co hoi cham mot chut cling lam em sg. Cang sg lai cang cham.”

“Em muon di kham bac si khéng?” t6i tuyét vong goi y giai phap.

“Va noi sao? Bac si kham xem chau c6 thai khong a?”
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Lai mot ttr thai san khac lam dan ong roi loan. Khong, em khong néi thé.
“Em khong co6 thai ch?” toi noi.

MG héi ti¥a ra tran nhu thé t6i vira chay ba vong quanh bai c6 ATIRA. T6i
xo0a tay va hit that sau.

“Tai sao khong?” em bat lai, mat em cang thang. “Anh dong vién an ui
em di ch®, dirng thd hong hoc nhw thé.”

“Ngoi xuong day di,” t6i n6i va chi mot cai ghé. T6i ném géi lac vao
thung rac. Em ng6i canh t6i. T6i dau tranh xem c6 nén quang tay qua vai em
khong. Vi t6i gan giii em qua nén mdi ra co sy nay. Em van khong néi gi.
Hai giot nwéc mat em lan xudéng. Troi oi, toi phai nghi ra gi do. Pau 6c t6i
xtt ly cac phuong an theo téc do anh sang , (a) Lam em cuoi - y tuéng toi,
(b) Budc di va bo mdc em - khong dugc, (c) Ggi y mot gidi phap kha di nhuv
phd chdng han - troi oi khong, (d) Om em - ¢6 1é, duoc rbi, 6m em, 6m em
va bdo em rdng téi sé ¢ bén em. Lam ngay di, thang ngu.

T6i dich sat lai, 6m lay em. Em vui mat vao vai t6i ma khéc. Tay em bau
ao toi.

“Dung lo, anh sé ¢ bén em,” toi noi.

“Tai sao, sao lai bat cong thé? Tai sao chi minh em déi mat v6i chuyén
nay?” em khoc. “Tai sao anh khong thé mang bau lic nay?”

Vi vé mat sinh hoc t6i la dan 6ng, t6i mudn n6i. Nhung t6i nghi em biét
r0i.

“Nghe nay Vidya, ching ta dung phuwong phap tinh ngay, ching ta dung
bién phap tranh thai. Anh biét du khong chinh xdc mdt tram phan tram,
nhung xac suat la rat thap...”

Vidya chi biét lac dau va khéc. Toan ludn la thi kinh hoang dé mang ra
tran an ngwoi ta. Khong ai tin vao xac suat trong gidy phit ban loan nay.

Mot gia dinh budc qua. Nguoi dan 6ng mang dita bé trén vai. T6i thdy dé
nhu biéu twong cho ganh ning tiém tang cta doi t6i. Y nghi vé con tau lai
hién ra. Téi hai muoi tudi. Téi cé nhitng wéc mo 16n vé kinh doanh. Téi phdi
nudi me. Ma ngoai chuyén do, toi con phai chdm lo cho sy nghiép cua ban
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be nita. Con Vidya? Em md&i muoi tam. Em con phdi hoc cao hon, lam nhdan
vién PR hay gi dé ma em muén. Em khéng thé chuyén tir cuéc séng tu ting
nay sang mét nha tu khdc. Pugc réi, tinh hudng té nhdt la téi dé cap chuyén
phd. Em ngoi xich ra. Khéc lam cho mat em thém w6t va khudén mdt em tng
hong. Trong em lai thém phan xinh dep. Tai sao dan 6ng lai khong thé
ngung chu y dén sdc dep nhi? Vai phut sau ching t6i ditng 1én dao budc.

“Dgi vai ngay nita xem. Chiing ta sé xem phai lam gi,” t6i n6i khi dén
tram do xe.

“C0¢ 1é la bao dong gia. Em dang phan tng thai qua. Em nén dgi mot vai
ngay nira tredc khi ké cho anh,” em néi. Em siét ngon tay toi khi dang & trén
xe. Khuén mat em hét binh tinh lai chuyén sang lo au.

Ching t6i lang yén khong néi gi trén xe khoang chitng nam phut. Roi toi
phai noi ra diéu do6. “Vidya nay, nhd ma, nhd ma khéng phdi bdo dong gia.
Chung ta sé lam gi day? Hay chung ta nén ban sau nhi?”

“Anh n6i xem, anh mudn lam gi?”

Khi phu ni? héi lya chon ctia ta thi trong dau ho da lwa chon r6i. Va néu
ban muon duy tri sy ding muc, ban nén chon y nhw vay.

T6i nhin vao mat em, dé tim cau trd 10i em trong dgi ¢ t6i. Toi khong tim
duoc.

“Anh khong biét. V&i anh chuyén nay qua 16n, khong phai mot tin tirc
thong thwong. Anh khong thé néi ching ta sé lam gi. Co bau, pha thai, anh
khong biét nhitng chuyén nay né thé nao.”

“Anh muén em pha thai a?”

“Khong, khong. Anh bdo anh khéng biét. Thé con lya chon khac, két hon
a?”

“Thoi nhé, em ma@i muoi tam. Em vira hoc xong trung hoc,” em noi.

“Vay thi sa0?”

“Em khong biét. Em khong muon nghi. Thoi dirng néi nita,” em noi.

Chtng t6i yén lang sudt hanh trinh con lai trén 6 to.
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“Nay, em cam cuon sach toan nay khi vé nha,” t6i n6i va dwa cho em cuén
sach khi em vé dén nha.

Pém hoém 4y, Vidya va t6i nhan tin cho nhau dén ca chuc lan, chi héi nhau
“anh/em ngu chwa” va “chwa”.

ek

“Chuyén gi thé?” Ish néi khi t6i nam guc dau 1én ban thu ngan.

“Khong sao. Ngu khong ngon 1am,” t6i noi.

“Tai sao? Pang nghi vé con gai Pandit-ji a,” Ish cwdi. Toi phét 19 no.
Ting gio tng phut, t6i mudn gwi cho Vidya tin nhan héi “cé chuyén gi
chwa”. Nhung em sé trd 10i to6i cung mdt cau. To6i gid lich theo déi sudt
nhitng ngay chiing t6i an ai vira qua. Ngoai lan dau cach day vai thang, thi
nhitng lan khéc t6i da dung bién phap tranh thai. Liéu con ly do tré nao khac
khong? To6i khong biét va khong thé héi ai dwgc. Ish va Omi c6 1é con
khong biét ngdn ngit thai sdn. Va t6i c6 biét phu nit nao khac ngoai Vidya
dau. To6i khong thé hoi me dwogc. Téi cam dién thoai 1én. “Thé nao roi?” toi
giti mot tin nhan chung chung. “Chang c6 gi ca,” em dap lai.

Pém tiép theo, t6i cling ngt dwgc doi chut. T6i bat ra khoi giwong lic
sang s6m dé nhan tin cho em. Em da gwi tin nhan cho t6i r6i, “hoi dau mot
chut, chang c6 gi khac”.

T6i ném dién thoai di. T6i mudn dén ctra hang sém dé lay hang trong kho
ra. Thé nao do, t6i lai ghét su tré thé khong biét.
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MUOI TAM

“Tau c6 khi nao ding gio chwa?” giong oang oang ctia Mama cat ngang
khi ching t6i dang lam viéc. Ish 16i trong kho ra mé6t cai hom nang dung day
coc gon.

“Mama, cau dén sém thé?” Omi noi.

Mama dé hai hop gidy hong lén thung coc gén. Trén tran 6ng da boi vét
son lic cau nguyén bubi sang.

“Ta da mua banh kachori cho con trai va nhitng nguoi tinh nguyén khac.
Chuyén tau cua ho 1€ ra phai dén ltic 5 gio sang. Nhuwng da tré nam tiéng roi.
Gio phai lam sao day? Nén cau nghi sé dwa cho cac chau an,” Mama noi va
lay ra mét chiéc banh.

“Vay do an sang thira mang cho bon chau a?” Omi ndi va cwoi.

“Banh con méi ddy. Cau s& mua thém khi ho vé. An di khi con néng, nao
Ish, Govind,” Mama noéi.

“Cau khong biét cac chau ciling dén sém vay,” Mama no6i. Béng ho ctra
hang chi tam gio.

“Co6 viéc trong kho,” t6i néi va can mot miéng banh kachori. Mui vi that
tuyét voi.

Chtng t6i goi tra, roi ngoi trén ghé bén ngoai cita hang. Mama néi vdi
Omi chuyén ho hang nha ho. Ish va toi thi ban vé ké hoach giao hang trong
ngay. Ctra hang dén chin gio mdéi mé. Chung toi c6 thé thanh than ma an.

“Luot tra thi ba nhé? OK? T6t lam,” Mama noéi va goi thang bé ban tra.
To6i da an hai cai banh kachori va thay no ro6i.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mama ditng day ra vé lic 9 rudi. Toi goi hop banh lai cho ong.

“Chau gitt di,” Mama noi. “Du gl cau cling mua thém.”

“Khong, Mama, bon chau an du...”

bién thoai Mama dé chu6ng, ngat 1i t6i. Mama m& may. Khu6n mat 6ng
tré nén nghiém trong. Miéng 6ng ha ra va mat 6ng nhao nhac.

“T6i khong biét sb toa, sao anh lai héi t6i?” Mama noi.

“Gi thé Mama?” Omi noi.

Mama dat tay lén dién thoai va quay sang Omi.

“Mot dang vién tré & Ayodhya. Anh ta tién doi tinh nguyén cua ching ta
1én tau ngay hom trudc. Gid anh ta mudn hoi so toa tau. Va anh ta khong néi
ly do,” Mama noi.

“Cho da,” Omi noi roi di vao trong ctra hang. N6 di ra, mang theo so.

“Pay, chau da ghi ma so6 thong tin hanh khach va cac chi tiét trong khi
mua vé,” Omi noéi.

Mama cam cuén so va noéi chuyén vao dién thoai.

“Pugc r6i, nghe nay, S6... vang, S6, S6 mot tram phan tram, a 16, nghe
nay... sao dang néi chuyén vdi toi anh lai cau nguyén? Nay, a 16...”

Nguwoi bén kia ngat may. Mama c6 goi lai s6 ay nhwng khong ai tra 10i.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” t6i ndi.

“Cau khong biét. Cau phai di... Cau sé dén nha ga,” Mama noi.

“Chau di v6i cau nhé?” Omi noi.

“Khong, khong sao. Du sao ta cling phai di. Ta sé tim cho ra,” Mama noi
r6i ra ve.

Hai tiéng sau, cd nwdc da biét.

ek
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“Thoi ding chuyén kénh nita,” t6i gao 1én véi Omi, “ching chi chiéu
cung mot thi thoi.”

Chtng t6i dirng lai ¢ kénh NDTY. Phat thanh vién nhac lai tin nay lan th
muoi.

“ft nhdt ndm muoi nguoi chét va hon mot chuc nguoi bj thuong khi
nhitng ké xdu phoéng héa dét mét toa cua chuyén tau téc hanh Sabarmati
gan nha ga Godhra ¢ Gujarat vao sdng thir Tw.” Kénh truyén hinh da goi
dién cho mot nhan vién nha ga & Godhra.

“Thwra 6ng, 6ng co thé cho biét chinh xdc chuyén gi dang dién ra?”
phong vién noi.

“Chting t6i van dang cho bdo cdo. Nhung khodng 8 gic 30 sdng nay, tau
toc hanh Sabarmati dén ga Godhra,” nhan vién kia n6i giong yéu 6t.

“A 16, 6ng c6 nghe t6i néi khong?” phéng vién nhac lai vai lan.

“Vang, gio toi nghe dugc roi,” nhan vién kia tiép tuc cau chuyén.

Nhw cac kénh truyén hinh ltic ay cho biét, mot dam dong da ném da vao
mot toa cda tau toc hanh Sabarmati. Trén toa nay cé nhitng ngudi tinh
nguyén tr Ayodhya quay vé. Hanh khach déng ctra s6 kim loai dé ty vé.
bam dong hat xang 1én toa tau va cham lra.

“bam dong nay la ai? Ho co chu dinh trude khong?” phong vien hoi.

Vi nhan vién nha ga tranh chi tra 16i chung chung.

“Cdnh sdt da dén va dang diéu tra vu viéc. Chi c6 ho méi dua ra binh
lu@n vé vu nay.”

Ish, Omi va to6i xem ti vi khong ngdt. Chung t6i huy viéc giao hang ngay
hém do.

“Mama khong nghe mady, tao da cé chuc lan r6i,” Omi néi va vt dién
thoai sang mot bén.

Céac kénh truyén hinh da dén nha ga Godhra. Ching t6i nhin thay toa tau
bi chay. Phan con lai cia con tau da di Ahmedabad. Mot nguwdi ban tra cho
biét thém nhiéu chi tiét so vdi trd 16i cia nhan vién nha ga.
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“Ddm dong do la nguoi Hoi gido. Ho tranh cdi vdi nhitng nguoi tinh
nguyén Hindu, roi ho dot hét - phu ni¥, tré em,” nguwdi ban tra noi.

“C6 ndm muoi tam nguoi chét, hon hai muwoi nguoi bi thirong, theo cdc
bdo cdo tai bénh vién Godhra,” phong vién noi, “va chung toi vita nhdn
duoc tin rdng toa tau bi dét la S6.”

“C0 ta bao S6 a?” Omi noi, quay sang toi.

T6i im 1ang. T6i khong mudn xac nhan tin xau.

“Co ta noi thé a? Em tao & trong toa d6.” Omi noéi va chay ra.

Chung t6i ra khoi ctta hang. Nhitng nguwdi ban hang déu mat may cang
thang.

“Chung thiéu ca nhitng dia tré, ching la cai cong dong gi vay,” ngwdi ban
hoa néi v6i chu hang banh bén canh.

“Vao lac sang s6m ngay tai nha ga. Chung that ca gan,” nguwoi ban hang
khac néi.

“Chtng tan céng nwdc MY ngay gitta ban ngay ban mat. Gio bon khon
kiép kia da dén Gujarat. Thé ma ngudi ta van bo dit ching,” ngwoi ban hoa
néi. Hiém khi nguoi ta nghe tiéng ndi tuc trong dén, nhuwng hom nay thi
khéc. Trong subt ca doi t6i, hom nay la mot ngay khac.

Omi ra khdi dén cung bo, me va vg ciia Mama. Moi ngudoi ban hang, Ish
va t0i vay quanh ho.

“Tra Dhiraj cho t6i. Tra Dhiraj cho t6i,” tiéng kéu khéc cia vg¢ Mama
vong lén cac birc twong trong dén.

“Chau sé dén nha ga dé tim hiéu thém,” Omi ndi. N6 dang c6 goi dién cho
Mama, nhung khong noi may dugc.

“Pirng di, thanh pho nay khéng an toan,” ngwdi ban hoa néi. Me Omi giat
niu tay no.

“Sé sém c6 lénh gidi nghiém. Dong cira hang va vé nha thoi,” ngwdi ban
hoa noi.

Nhitng nguwdi ban hang tan ra. Me Dhiraj nwéc mat roi 1a cha.
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“Pirng lo, Mama sé goi lai. Tin titc con mo ho lam. Ching ta khong biét
chuyén gi da xdy ra,” toi noi.

“Con veé nha di,” b6 Omi noi.

“Con giup ho dong ctra hang,” Omi noi.

Chung t6i quay lai ctra hang. Chung t6i khong c6 khach hang sang hom
ay, va khong mong cé thém khach.

“Anh cé gang tay khong anh Ish? Gang cia em mon r6i,” giong Ali lam
chung t6i giat minh. Chung t6i don hang lic mot gio.

Ali sttng s@. N6 mac chi€éc 4o phong mau vang va quan jean cii. That may,
n6 khong doi cai mi kiéu Hoi gido cia no.

“Em san sang tap roi. Ching ta c6 budi tap lic 4 gio 30, khong phai a?”

“Em khong xem tin ti@c a?”

“Nha em khong c6 ti vi,” no noi.

“Con bo em?”

“B0 dira me sang ong ba ngoai & Surat. Sau gio bé mdi ve.”

“Con em khong di sao?” Ish noi.

“Em di sao dwgc? Chang ta phai tdp ma. Em khong muon vi bé tap ma
phai chong day mét tram cai dau,” Ali néi va cuoi, “nay sao cac anh déng
ctra hang? Gang tay cta em...

“Chang c6 gi dau. bi v6i bon anh. Em ditng ¢ nha,” Ish néi va kéo ctra
xuong.

“Bon anh a?” Omi ndi, giong kién quyét.

“May di di, Omi, b6 me va mg may can may,” Ish néi.

“Con bon may?” Omi noi.

“Tao sé dwa Ali vé nha. Tao sé cho n6 vé khi b me n6 quay vé.”

Omi nhin toi dinh noi gi d6. To6i nhun vai.

“May mudn dén cho tao khong?” Ish néi véi t6i. Ching t6i bude ra khoi
khuon vién dén.
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T6i muén gap Vidya. Nhung day khong phai lic phu hop, va Vidya ciing
khong c6 tam trang tot. Toi ban khoan c6 nén nhan tin cho em khong.

“Khong, me tao sé lo lam,” t6i ndi. Ba han lic nay dang trong bép, dang
nhao bot lam banh dhokla cho bita toi.

T6i vé dén nha. Trong bita an, t6i ké cho me chuyén xdy ra & Godhra. Me
toi bat toi thé khong bao gio dugc yéu may co gai Hoi gido. Toi cam thay
mét mai sau hai dém mat ngt va sau cac sy kién trén truyén hinh, nén buoi
chiéu t6i ddnh mot giac. Cu dién thoai ctia Omi lam t6i tinh ng.

“Nay c6 chuyén gi thé Omi? Pa lién lac duwgc v6i Mama chwa?” t6i vira
néi vira dui mat. Bong ho trén dién thoai chi 5 gid 30 chiéu.

“Em tao mat roi, Govind. N6 chét ngay tai cho,” Omi néi giong nghen
ngao. N6 bat dau khoc. To6i ngoi bat ra khédi giwong va dirng 1én.

“Mama goi. Cau tao da quy di,” Omi noi.

“Cau ay c6 & nha khong?” toi noi.

“Khong, cidu ay dén van phong dang. Cac dang vién bén canh dé an ui
cau. Cau bao tao dirng ké cho mg hay bat ky ai biét. Cit nhw thé ho khong
doan ra ay.”

“That kinh khung qua, Omi, kinh khing qua,” t6i n6i. Toi rung minh khi
nghi suyt nita chiing t6i da di cung chuyén do.

“O nha tao khong thé khong néi gi vé chuyén d6 dwgc. Tao phai ra
ngoai,” Omi noi.

“Vay dén nha tao di,” t6i ndi.

“Ish dau r6i?” Omi noi.

“Tao khong biét, may gitt may nhé?” t6i néi. Toi dé cudc goi cia Omi &
ché do cho, roi goi cho Ish. N6 nhac may sau mudi lan d6 chuong.

“Ish a, may dang ¢ dau? Sao may tra 10i cham thé?”

“Tao dang & ngan hang. Tao dén tap vGi Ali.”

“Lac nay ma con tap nita a?”
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“Gi co? Tao chan ngay phdi & nha sudt ngay. Bo tao thi nhin tao cau c6 vi
Ali ¢ cung tao. Nén tao nghi, ctt mdc ké, di danh bong da.”

“Ish, c6 tin khing khi€p lam. Dhiraj da...” t6i n6i va nging lai gitta
chirng.

“Oi khong,” né néi, “that u?”

“U, Omi cho tao biét. Mama bao né dirng ké cho ai trong nha. N6 muén
ra ngoai.”

“Vay dén day di,” Ish noi.

“OK,” t6i no6i. Toi ngat may, ro6i chuyén sang cudc goi kia.

“Pén ngan hang nhé. i luodn di, vi troi t6i roi,” toi bao Omi.

“Me o1i, con khong an téi dau. Ching con sé an gi dé6 ¢ ngan hang,” toi
noi khi ra khoi nha.

kek

“Rac r6i da bat dau & thanh pho roi. Tao nghe néi mot dam dong dot hai
xe buyt & Jamalpur,” Omi néi.

Chung t6i dén cho day hoc & san sau dé an t6i. Omi da nau ca ri khoai tay
va com.

“Tin don hay that day?” t6i noi.

“That, mot kénh truyén hinh dia phwong dwa tin khi tao ra khoi nha,” Omi
néi. “O nha that ky la. Mg tao van cau nguyén cho Dhiraj dwoc an toan.”

Co thé Omi run ray. N6 bat khéc. Téi nam tay n6 khi n6 6m toi.

Ali nhin chiing t6i. T6i mim cwdi véi nd. Toi vao phong noi chiing toi cat
sach vd, va quay lai mang theo ba tap truyén tranh Phantom. Toi dwa cho
Ali, dé n6 vira an vira thoai mai doc.

Chung t6i ngoi cach xa Ali dé thang bé khéi nghe chiing t6i n6i chuyén.
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“Dam dong dot xe buyt ¢ Jamalpur, ho la ngwdi Hoi gido hay Hindu?” toi
héi.

“Tao khong biét, tao s¢ lam,” Omi ndi.

Chuing t6i an xong va don dep ldc tam gio. Chung t6i dinh ra vé thi dién
thoai Ish d6 chudng. La bo cua Ish. Ish dé dat cam mady, nira phut sau mdi tra
101i.

“Con an t6i roi. Ntra tiéng nita con vé...” Ish néi, “sao cg a?”

Chung t6i quay sang nhin Ish. Toi chi nghe dwgc phia bén nay cudc tro
chuyeén.

“OK... OK... bd a, con dang & ngan hang. Bon con ¢ day an toan. Vang,
con hita sé khong ra ngoai dwong... Vang, & day chiing con c6 cho ngu. Bo
ding lo.”

T6i boi r6i nhin Ish.

“Mot toa nha trong khu pho nha tao bi dét,” Ish noi.

“Oi, toa nao thé?” t6i hoi.

“Toa nha ctia nguoi Hoi gido, & goc pho,” Ish noi.

“Boc ltra? Ty chay a?” t6i héi.

“B0 tao dang hy vong thé. Nhung c6 thé la do mot dam nguwdi Hindu. B6
tao bdo @ nguyén tai cho.”

“Me tao sé€ lo lam. Ca me Govind ntta,” Omi noi.

“Goi cho ho di,” Ish néi. “Tao khong thé dwa Ali vé nha dugc. B6 me n6
con khong c6 ca dién thoai,” Ish noi.

T6i goi cho me va bdo ba ¢ ngan hang t6i sé dugc an toan. Truwdc day,
ching t6i da vai 1an ngi & ngan hang. Nhiéu bita tiéc say swa két thic bang
viéc chung t6i nam trén ném trong phong giam doc chi nhanh, & ngay tang
mot.

Chung t6i ngoi trén ghé phong chd, va chai bai sau khi an t6i. Ali di nga
som. Ish ldy cai chan trong phong giam doc chi nhanh, r6i dap chan, nam
trén mot chiéc x6 pha riéng.
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Omi tha ba quan bai xuéng. “Ba At,” Omi néi, mit té ra diém tinh hon
mutc can thiét. N6 khong biét cach liva nguwdi khac.

Toi cham vao nhitng quan bai. Toi ban khoan c6 nén lat bai khong.
Nhitng ti€éng cau nguyén am ¥ lam t6i phan tam.

“Cai gi thé?” t6i no6i. Toi nhin dong ho - 10 gid dém.

“Tiéng cau nguyén ctia ngwdi Hindu,” Omi noi.

“Tiéng cau nguyén cua nhitng ngwoi Hindu gian di,” Ish néi.

Nhitng tiéng goi than Shiva va than Rama xen ké cung nhip trong thinh
thich. Chuing t6i di cau thang 1én tang hai dé 1én san thwgng ngan hang.
Thanh pho6 ryc mau cam trong dém déng lanh. Mat, hai, ba - t6i thay ba qua
cau ltra boc lén gitta cac khu dan cu. Ngon Itra gan nhat la t* mot toa nha
cach ching t6i gan nam chuc mét. Mot dam dong dirng bén ngoai. Ho ném
da vao toa nha dang chay. To6i khong thé thdy rd, nhung co thé nghe tiéng la
hét cua nhitng ngudi trong khu dan cw. Tiéng la hét hoa lan vdi tiéng reo ho
an mung. Ban han da vai lan nghe n6i dén quan noi loan hodc la thay trén ti
vi. Nhung chitng kién ho ngay tredc mat minh cling khién cac giac quan ban
kinh hoang. Khu pho nha téi giong nhuw canh trong phim tham hoa. Mot
ngudi bi chdy dang chay qua duwdng. Pam dong Hindu dudi theo 6ng ta. Ong
ta vap phdi vién da va nga xuong, cach ching t6i chitng hai muoi thuwdc.
bam dong quay ong ta lai. Hai phut sau, dam dong bo di, nguwoi dan ong
nam bat dong. To6i da chitng kién cai chét ctia m6t ngwoi, lan dau tién trong
doi. Tay t6i, mat toi, chan t6i, moi thi tré nén lanh ngat. Tim t6i dap bat
thuong gidng nhuw vao ngay xdy ra dong dat. Ty nhién gdy ra tham hoa do,
con ngwoi gdy ra thdm hoa nay. To6i khong biét tham hoa nao nguy hiém
hon.

“Vao trong di,” Ish giat manh tay ao toi.

Chung t6i xuéng nha. Co thé t6i van run ray.

“Khong sao. Bi ngu thoi. Canh sat sé dén. Sang mai moi thit sé 6n,” Ish
noi va quang tay qua vai toi.

“Ngu cung nhé?” t6i néi. “Vang”, toi thira nhan, t6i rat rat so.
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Ish gat dau. N6 bé Ali ra khoi ghé. Ching to6i vao phong giam doc chi
nhanh & tang mot roi dong ctra. T6i xem dién thoai trde khi di ngu. Vidya
goi nhd mdt cudc. Toi khong tam tri nao goi dién hay nhan tin lai. Ma Ish lai
dang nam canh t6i. T6i bo dién thoai vao tui.

T6i lay ba tdim chan va nam vao giita, canh Ali. Con Omi va Ish nam
ngoai. Chuing t6i tat den luc 10 gio 30.

Liac 11 gio 30. To6i thitc day. Chung t6i nghe tiéng am 1. Ai do lay ctra
chinh cua ngan hang.

“Ai day nhi,” t6i noi. Ish ditng day mac 4o.

“Thw ra xem,” Ish néi va lay chan Omi, “Omi.”

Chung t6i xudng cau thang. T6i bat déen hanh lang. Ish nhin qua 16 khda.

“Dam dong day,” Ish n6i, mot mat van nhin qua 16 khéa, “Mama dan dau
dam dong.”

Chting t6i nhin nhau. Ish xoay tay cam tay va md& cira.
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MUOI CHIN

“Cac chau ta,” Mama gao.

Chung t6i mé& khéa cong chinh ngan hang, réi hé cong. Mama dang vong
tay. Mot tay 6ng cam ngon dudc, va tay kia cam chiéc dinh ba. T6i nghi 6ng
sé khoc khi nhin thdy Omi, nhung 6ng khong khéc. Ong tién sat lai 6m
chiing t6i. Ong 6m ca ba chiing tdi trong vong tay. “Chau oi, nhitng ké khén
nan kia da giét con trai ta,” Mama néi, khong budng chting t6i ra.

T6i nhin vao doéi mat lanh lung cta 6ng. Trong ong chang giong mot
nguwoi cha bi mat con. Miéng 6ng phd ra mui regu va can sa. Mama trong c6
vé phan khich hon 1a dau bu6n.

“Em caa chau, Mama,” Omi néi va nén nwdc mat.

“Dung khoc. Hom nay sé khong ai khoc cd,” Mama thét lén va budng
chiing t6i ra. Ong quay lai n6i v6i ddm déng, “ngudi Hindu chiing ta chi biét
khéc. Trong khi sudt may thé ky qua, nhitng ké ché ma kia cit dén va giét. O
mot dat nwdc Hindu, trong mot tiéu bang Hindu, nhitng tén khén kiép c6 thé
thiéu con cai chung ta ngay gitta ban ngay ban mdt. Vay ma chung ta khong
lam gi. Chang ta chi biét khoc. Chiing dén hiép dap ching ta, cudép boc va
thiéu dét ching ta. Ching nghi ching cé thé khing bé ca thé gidi khon nan
nay ma chuing ta khéng cé can dam dé lam gi hét.”

“Giét ching di,” dam dong dap lai. Nhitng c chi run run cia dam dong
cho thay tinh trang khong tinh tdo ctia ho. Say mau hay say ruou, t6i cling
khong biét dugc.

“Nhung bon con hoang kia da mac sai lam 16n. Hom nay ching da co
cudng hiép Gujarat. Bon ché ma nghi nhitng ké an chay nay, bon ching sé

https://thuviensach.vn



lam gi? Hay cho chting biét ta c6 thé lam gi?”

Mama dirng lai dé nhdp mot ngum tir cai binh deo bén héng. Ching toi lui
lai phia ngan hang.

“Tao hy vong bon ho khong trong dgi ching ta theo cung. Tao sé khong
theo dau,” toi thi tham vao tai Ish.

“Tao cling thé, dwa cd Omi vao di,” Ish ndi. Ching t6i bao Omi nap sau
ching t6i. Bang mot dong tac khéo 1éo, Ish dong cira ngan hang réi khoa lai.

“Cac chau tham thi gi day?” Mama ndi va gan nhw mat thang bang. Ngon
dudc ctia dng roi xuéng nén dit. Pam doéng tan ra xung quanh. Ong cam
ngon dudc lén.

“Con trai ta dau? M@ ctra ra,” Mama no6i khi khong nhin thay Omi.

“Mama mudn gi? Ngay mai ching ta néi chuyén dwgc khong?” toi noi.

“Ngay mai khong dugc, hom nay ta muon mot thi.”

“Mama, cau biét Omi can phai vé nha...” t6i n6i. Mama day toi ra.

“Tao khong muén Omi. Tao khéng muén ai trong ching may. Tao c6
nhiéu nguwoi dé giét 1t con hoang kia.”

Ish dén canh t6i. N6 nam chat tay t6i.

“Vay ong dé ching toi yén, Mama,” Ish néi.

“Tao mudbn thang bé. Tao muon thang nhoc Hoéi gido kia,” Mama néi.

“G1 ca?” Ish ndi.

“Mang do6i mang. Tao sé giét n6 ngay tai day. Roi tao sé khoc cho con trai
tao. Pwa thang choé kia ra day,” Mama néi va gi ngén tay vao nguc Ish. Ish
guong dirng thang.

Nhitng ngon den xi dot chay dam c6 khd & cong ngan hang. Mt khéa to
da khoa chat cong va bé dam dong bén ngoai.

“Mama, cau say roi. Khong c6 ai & day ca,” Omi ndi.

“May ctt mat con di da. Roi tao sé cho may biét say la thé nao,” Mama
néi, “va tao biét n6 & day, vi né khong cé ¢ nha.”
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“Mama, cau mau thuan véi cha cia né ma,” t6i noi.

“Tao da cham soc cha no6 ro6i,” Mama noi, “va ca a diem me ké caa né
nita. Tao da dung cai nay giét ching.” Mama nang dinh ba lén cho chiing t6i
xem. Nhitng dau dinh ba dinh méu cta ho.

T6i nhin Ish va Omi. Chiing t6i quyét dinh ngay titc thi. Chiang t6i chay
vao trong ngan hang. T6i déng ctra chinh va chot lai.

ek

Toi hit vao mot hoi that dai, that sau.

“Binh tinh, binh tinh... chung ta phai nghi,” Ish ndi. “Tao sé gia nhap
nhom ho r6i dwa ho di khoi day,” Omi noi.

“Khong, khong dugc dau,” Ish noi.

“Ho giét b6 me no réi sao?” toi nobi va tiép tuc thd doc. Bam dong danh
sam sam vao cong. Bon ho khong thich tro bién mat cta chung t6i. T6i tw
hoi 6 khoa sé chiu dugc bao lau.

T6i ngoi xuéng x6 pha. Toéi phai nghi bat chap tiéng 6n chéi tai ngoai
cong.

“Chung ta con lya chon nao,” t6i noi.

“Chung ta c6 thé dam phan vé&i ho,” t6i néi.

Khong ai tra 10i.

“Trong mat ho day vé dién cuong, bon ho sé khong dam phan dau,” Omi
noi.

“Chung ta c6 thé tron. Hoac danh nhau véi ho,” Ish noi.

“May mudn danh nhau véi bon chuc nguoi dang 1én con giét chdc a?” toi
noi.

“Thé thi sao?” Ish noi.
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T6i nhin Ish. Lan dau tién trong doi, t6i thdy né sg. T6i ct nhin né, hy
vong no sé can nhac hét cac lya chon. Du la lya chon té nhat.

“Purng c6 nghi chuyén tir bo Ali,” Ish noi vdi toi, gi tay vao nguc toi.

“Chung ta c6 thé dé nghi véi ho gi khac day?” t6i noi.

“Tién thi sao?” Ish noi, co thé né run ray, “may bao ngudi ta ludn chiu noi
chuyén néu dinh dén tién ma.”

“Tao khong c6 nhiéu tién nhw thé,” t6i noi.

“Nhung chiing ta sé kiém duwgc va dwa cho ho,” Ish noi.

“V&i Mama chuyén nay khong phai la tién,” Omi néi.

“Pung thé,” Ish n6i, “Nhung chiung ta sé mua chudc nhitng ké con lai,
Mama sé khong thé lam viéc nay mdt minh. Ching ta can phan tan dam
dong.”

T6i bwdc quanh phong. Chung t6i khong c6 tién. Bung, nhitng ké bao
loan han la nguwdi ngheo trong khu ching t6i, ho chang c6 gi dé mat. Nhung
ma, lam thé nao va ai sé ditng ra thwong thao day?

“May noi chuyén tién bac gioi nhat,” Ish noi.

“C6 thé tac dung ngugc day. Lam sao tao tdch Mama khéi ho dwgc?” t6i
noi.

“Tao sé lam viéc do,” Omi noi.

Chting t6i lai m& ctta chinh. BPam dong théi dam dinh ba vao khéa cong.

“Nao chau, md& cong ra. Cac chau c6 thé vé, ching ta sé lam viéc con lai,”
Mama noi.

“Mama, chau muon néi chuyén véi cau. Chi vdi cau théi,” Omi néi giong
day xuic cam.

“Pugc roi, mé cong di,” Mama noi.

T6i buwdc dén mé cong. Toi gio tay 1én dé tran tinh dam dong. T6i phai to
ra tu tin.

“Lui lai. Mama mu6n néi chuyén véi con trai 6ng dy,” toi noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Omi dwa Mama vao trong ro6i 6m 6ng ta. Mama an i n6. T6i nhin dam
dong xem c6 ai dé tac dong khong. Mot ké doi khan xép, va sau ngudi phia
sau ong ta. Ong ta deo day chuyén vang.

“T6i c6 thé néi chuyén khong?” t6i néi.

Ngudi dan ong lai cho t6i. Ong ta cam dudc trong tay. T6i thdy néng ma.

“Thwa 6ng, t6i mudn dé nghi vGi ong mot viéc.”

“Cai gi?”

“Bao nhiéu nguoi ¢ day la quan cua 6ng?”

“Muoi,” ong ta noi, sau mot thoang de dat.

“Néu t6i hita trd ong muwoi ngan, 6ng co thé tir tir lui lai va bé vé khong?”
t0i noi.

“Tai sao?” ong ta noi.

“Mong ong dirng hoi. Cit coi d6 1a mot 101 dé nghi. Va giit yén lang, vi toi
khong c6 tién cho tat cd moi ngudi.”

“Tai sao cau muon ctru thang bé?” 6ng ta hoi.

“Ndm muoi ngan, gia cu6i cung. Ctta hang cta t6i & cho dén. Néu t6i
khong tra thi 6ng c6 thé pha hay né.”

Nguoi dan 6ng deo day chuyén vang quay vé nhém cta 6ng ta. Ong ta néi
v6i ho, ho lién buéc lui lai. Ong ta quay lai gat dau véi toi. Hai 1dm phan
tram van dé da x ly xong.

Mama bo Omi va budce lai cho toi.

“Pang c6 chuyén gi thé?” Mama noéi. Trong con say, ong ta khong nhan
thady bon muoi ngwdi da chuyén thanh ba muoi nguoi.

“Mama nghi lai di. Cau con tuong lai trong dang. Parekh-ji sé khong chap
nhan chuyén nay dau,” toi noi.

Mama cuoi pha 1én. Ong 16i dién thoai ra va bam sé.

“Parekh-ji sé khong dong y a?” Mama ndi va dgi tin hiéu tra 10i.
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“Vang, Parekh-ji, t6i khoe. Xin dirng lo, dau kho thi dé sau. Liic nay dang
1a thoi chién. O, va c6 ngudi nghi ngai sé khong hai long véi toi.... day nay,
ngai noi chuyén di...”

Mama chuyén may. Pam dong dgi phia sau ong ta.

“A 16. Ai day,” giong Parekh-ji phia bén kia.

“To6i la Govind, thwa ngai Parekh-ji. Ban cia Omi. Chung t6i da dén
Vishala véi ngai...” t6i noi.

“0, vang. Chang trai, mdt ngdy thir thach cho ngwoi Hindu chiing ta. Vay
chau ung ho chung ta chit?”

“Chuyén nay khong dung dau, thwa ngai,” t6i noi, khong dam chac sao
minh goi ong ta la ngai, “chuyén nay that sai trai.”

“Chuyeén gi? Chuyeén tau bi chay w, khong phai sao?”

“Khong phéi chuyén dé dau Parekh-ji, ho muén giét mot dira bé.”

“Vay ta c6 thé lam gi?” 6ng ta noi.

“Ngan ho lai.”

“Viéc cua ta la lang nghe moi nguwdi va lam nhitng gi ho bao. Khong phai
nguoc lai.”

“Nguoi dan khéng mudn diéu nay,” toi noi.

“Ho c6 day. Tin ta di. Hom nay, noi ap suat can cai 16 thong dé xa ap.”

“Nhung tré con sao? Phu nit sao?” toi noi.

“Chang quan trong. Bat cit diéu gi can thiét dé xoa diu cam giac dau
thwvong. Nhitng nguoi dang dau dén mudn cam thay t6t hon. That khong
may, hom nay ta khéng nghi ra dwgc cach gi tot hon ca.”

“That 1a mot cach khung khiép,” t6i noi.

“Chuyén nay chi kéo dai mét vai ngay thoi, nhung néu chiing ta thic day,
no6 sé bung no thanh cudc ndi chién kinh khung.”

“Pang cua 6ng sé bi quy trach nhiém,” t6i néi, c6 ggi ra long ich ky cua
ho.
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“Ai quy trach nhiém? Khong phéi nguoi dan Gujarat. Chang toi lam cho
moi nguwoi cam thay tot hon. Ho sé bau cho ching t6i. Cau dgi ma xem.”

“Thwa ngai, cau bé nay. Cau ta sé vao ddi tuyén quoc gia mot ngay nao
do.”

Mama giat l1ay dién thoai khoi tay toi.

“Xin ngai Parekh-ji dirng ban tam, toi sé lo mgi chuyén. Ngay mai, ngai
sé thay tu hao vi t6i,” Mama noéi va ngat may.

T6i nhin quanh va tim thay tha linh mét nhém nho khac trong dam dong.
Toi budc dén ong ta va kéo sang mot bén.

“Nam muadi ngan, 6ng dan nguwdi 6ng ra vé,” toi noi.

Lan nay s dan du cua t6i khong dat.

“Mama, n6 dang c6 mua chudc t6i ddy,” ga trudng nhom hét to.

“Khong, ong hiéu nham roi, 6ng dién a?” toi n6i va lui vé phia ngan hang.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé Omi? Pua thang bé ra day,” Mama gao 1én.

Omi gat dau v6i Mama. N6 dén ctita chinh. Pam dong van ding & cong,
gitta ching t6i va ho chi cach nhau khodng hién thém. Tuy nhién, cong
khong con khoa nita.

Omi go ctta chinh. Ish mé ctra sau khi da xac dinh nguoi gé. Ca hai bién
mat vao trong.

T6i ditng mot minh v&i nhitng ké ndi loan. Ho nghi ngo téi hoi 16. Toi
cling mudn chay vao trong. Tuy nhién, phdi c6 ngwoi ngan dam dong lai
chu.

“Chung di bat thang bé a?” Mama héi toi.

“Chau nght vay,” toi noi.

Toi dé nghi sé vao trong kiém tra, khi Mama hoi dén lan thit hai. T6i dén
ctra va go. Ish m@ ra trong mot tich tac roi toi 1én vao trong.

To6i thd phao mot tiéng 16n chua tirng thay. Ish chot civa lai, va 1ay ghé x6
pha chan ctra.
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“Ho dang dgi. Néu trong hai phit nita khong c6 ai ra, ho sé tdn cong,” toi

7o

noi.
“Ali, day di,” Omi noi.
“Thang bé dau?” toi noi.
“Tao khoa né trong phong giam doc. C6 bao nhiéu nguwdi?” Ish noi.
“Ba muoi,” toi noi.

“Chién di,” Ish noi.
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HAI MUOI

“Ish, tao muon néi chuyén,” t6i nai.

“Chung ta khong co thi gio,” Ish néi.

“Omi!” tiéng gao cia Mama xuyén qua ctta chinh.

“Chau dén day Mama. Cho ching chau nam phut,” Omi gao dap lai.

“Nhanh 1én,” Mama noi.

Toi budc Ish ngbi 1én chiéc x6 pha chdn ctta chinh.

“Ish, tao c6 thé dé nghi vai giai phap logic trong lic hon loan nay,” toi
noi.

“Sao? Chung ta khong c6 thi gio,” Ish noi.

“Tao biét. Nhung tao cling biét chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ching ta chong lai
ba mwoi ngudi. Chiing ta sé chét. Ho sé bat Ali va giét luén ca né,” t6i ndi.

“Vay may dinh noi gi,” Ish n6i va ding léen.

“Tw bo ba mang song dé cttu mot mang, ma chwa chac da cttu dugc. May
chi cho tao phép toan ¢ day dugc khong?”

“Vit me cai toan cua may di. BPay khong phai chuyén lam an.”

“Vay la chuyén gi? Sao tat cad ching ta phai chét? Chi vi may yéu thang
bé nay sao?”

“Khong,” né néi va quay lung vé phia toi.

“Vay thi sao0?”

“V1ino la vat bau quoc gia,” Ish noi.
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“Q, vay chiing ta 1a rac rudi quoc gia sao? Nén mot ngdy nao dé thing bé
nay sé danh béng ghi dwgc vai diém sau, va dan An P06 sé mét ca ngay xem
ti vi va rung minh sung swéng. Thé thi c6 ché gi? Con me tao thi sao? Con
b6 me Omi nita? Con...” t6i n6i va bong im lang. Suyt nita t6i da ndi Vidya.

“Tao khéng bo n6 dau. May mudn chay tron. C¥ md ctra va chay di. Omi,
ca may ciling chay di,” Ish néi.

“Tao khong di. Nhung lam sao chiing ta chong lai ho, Ish?” Omi noi.

Ish bao chiing t6i theo n6. N6 dan chiing t6i vao bép. N6 bao ching t6i
moi dita xach mot can dau. N6 ciing cam ba cai x6 ma chung t6i dung wép
bia. Chung t6i bam sat sau n6 khi di len san thugng.

“Nang qua,” toi noi.

“Moi can hai muoi lit ddy. Nang qua di ch,” Ishs néi khi ching t6i 1én
dén noi.

Ltra chay 16m dom & trong khu dan cw. Thoi tiét khong lanh nhw dang ra
dem thang Hai phai vay.

“Chung ta dén day!” Mama néi khi nhom cta 6ng day m@ canh cong kim
loai gi sét cia ngan hang. Ho vao dudi hién nha r6i dap manh ctra chinh.

“Thoi quat thao di Mama,” Ish nai.

Mama nhin lén san thuong.

“Bon may giau I cho kia & dau,” Mama néi. Bam dong ném dud6c vé phia
ching t6i. Chung t6i ditng cach ho hai tang. Khéng c6 ngon du6c nao cham
t6i. Mot ngon dudc roi vao mot ké bao loan, han thét 1én dau dén. Mot dam
dong c6 thé hirng hye khi thé, nhung cling c6 thé kha ngu ngoc. Ho thoi ném
duoc sau tai nan kia.

Ish tiép tuc buéc Mama chu y dén né.

“Mama, ttr bé t6i da khong biét sg roi. Xem nay,” Ish noi va leo ra ria san
thuong.

Pam dong bat dau mat tap trung. Néu khong, ho sé lao vao pha ctra chinh.
Du c6 ba cai chét va mot chiéc x6 pha chan lai, ho sé xong dwogc vao chi
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trong muoi phit. Sau dé, ho sé pha ctra tang mot r6i pha ludn canh ctra éo
udt lén san thwgng. Chi muoi lam phut nita, chung toi sé bi nwong dudi lwa
dudc. Ké hoach cua Ish phai cé tac dung.

“No6i Jai Sri Ram di,” Ish quat len. Hiéu qua that hoan hao, dam dong phai
tham gia. Hau hét trong dam dong khong biét la chung t6i ting ho ho hay
khong. ft nhat 1a chwa biét.

Trong khi d6, Omi va t6i d6 dau tir can vao x6. Co can hep nén dau khéng
chay nhanh. Ching t6i can phan cong that manh.

Ish dat twgng than Siva ra mép san thugng. Vai ké say rugu trong dam
dong tham chi con cti chao. C6 Ié than Siva t6i nay dén ban phuwéc cho
nhitng ké noi loan.

“M0t, hai, ba, d6,” t6i thi tham khi Omi va t6i lat nhitng cai x6. Chung toi
hat dau ra xa dé khoi vay vao nha ngan hang.

Cac ngon dudc trong tay nhitng ngudi noi loan dong vai tro moi cham Iiva.
Mot dong song ltra chdy 1én mai hién ngan hang. Noi hoang loan lan trong
dam dong. Mat may gidy ho ma&i nhan ra ching t6i tdn cong ho. Ish tranh xa
khoi ria san thwong. Chiing t6i ndp sau thanh mép san thwgng. T6i ngéc dau
l1én da dé xem chuyén xdy ra bén duwdi. Vai ké noi loan chay ra khoi cong
khi quan 4o bij bat Itra. T6i cho rang tha dot ngwdi khac con thd vi hon la ty
thiéu minh.

“C6 bao nguaoi bo chay?” Ish nai.

“ft 1dm. Du6i kia dang hoang loan.” Nhitng ngudi con lai bt dau choc
dinh ba vao ctra chinh. T6i ditng han lén dé dém so6 ngudi. T6i wdc tinh c6
hon mwoi nguwdi, nhung chwa day hai muoi.

“Chung ta phai xudéng,” Ish ndi.

“May dién a?” toi noi.

“Khong. Phai gidam s6 ngudi xudng nita,” Ish noi.

“Ish, ching ta dang lam moi nguwoi bi thwong day. Cé thé c6 ngudi chét.
Chung ta do rat nhiéu dau réi,” toi noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tao khong quan tam,” Ish néi, “ching ta phai lam thém nhiéu nguwdi nita
bi thwong.”

Chtng t6i xuéng tang mot. Ish dung chum chia khéa trong tti dé ma ctra
van phong giam doc chi nhanh. Ali dgi n6 & trong phong, lién chay dén 6m
no.

“Em sg,” Ali n6i va bat khéc.

“Pirng lo, sé 6n thoi,” Ish néi.

“Em muén vé v6i bo.”

Toi xoa dau Ali. Vé nha khéng con la mot Iwa chon nita.

“Ali, em sé on thoi néu em nghe theo anh. Em sé nghe 16i anh chit?” Ish

7.

noi.

Ali gat dau.

“M0ot s0 ké xau xa muon bat em. Anh can phai khéa em lai trong kho an
toan. O trong day, bon ho sé& khong bao gid bit em dwgc,” Ish néi. N6 chi
dén cai kho an toan mét tam kin bung dang so Kkia.

“O d6 a? T6i 1dm?” Ali noi.

“Pay, cam dién thoai cia anh. Dé dén sang. Anh sé s6m quay lai,” Ish n6i
va dwa dién thoai cho thang bé.

Ish dwa Ali vao kho an toan. N6 dwa goi cho thang bé. Ali bat dén dién
thoai 1én. Ish dong ctra roi khoa lai. N6 cho chia khéa vao tat.

“Em c6 sao khong?” Ish hét len.

“T6i lam,” Ali néi.

“Co lén nhé?” Ish noi.

“OK, ching ta sé vao bép ché thém dé. Nhanh 1én,” Ish néi.

Chung t6i bo Ali trong kho an toan, roi chay xuong bép. Tiéng dap pha
ctrta chinh van tiép tuc. T6i wdc tinh chiing t6i con nam phit nita la cira sé
bung ra.

Ish thao binh ga. “Pifa cai nay ra ctra chinh,” Ish noi. Omi va to6i khiéng
binh ga. Chung toi dat binh dudi cai x6 pha chdn cra.
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“Omi, phao dé ¢ dau?” Ish noi.

“Ngan trén cung,” Omi noi.

Ish quay lai v8i may cai hop dung s6 phao con thira tir ngay 1é Diwali.
Chiing t6i thwong dét phdo méi khi An Do thing mot tran dau. Ish doc sach
mot hop phao 1én trén binh ga.

N6 lay hai qua va rut ngoi dai ra dé n6 chay dugc 1au hon. Bam dong van
nén vao canh ctra. Mot chot cira bat dau tudt.

“Tao m@ ctra, may dot va tat ca chay lén. R6 chwa?” Ish néi véi Omi.

Omi gat dau. Ish tréo 1én x6 pha va c6 gitt chot. Cai chot ctra rung 1én
dwdi stre nén cta dam dong.

Omi danh mot que diém roi cham ngoi. Khi dau ngoi chuyén sang mau
cam, Ish m& chot. Chiéc ghé x6 pha sé chan canh ctta dwgc vai gidy nita,
day la thoi gian cho ching toi gitt mang song cia minh.

“Chay di,” Ish néi khi n6 nhay ra khéi ghé.

Chung t6i chay 1én cau thang. Khi t6i cach dinh cau thang b6n bac thi ctra
bat dau ma.

“Bon cho nay, ching tao sé khong budng tha dau. Giét ngudi ding minh
a,” gd cam dau m6t nhom nhé mé cira, ddy la ké ma t6i da c6 mua chudc.
Ong ta va ba ngudi nita vao trong phong.

“Durng lai,” ho quat t6i khi toi tiép tuc leo l1én. T6i nhin ra sau, tdm nguoi
da vao trong ngan hang.

T6i cach dinh cau thang mot bac thi tai dau nhéi. Tiéng no lam ta bat rung
d6 xuodng san nha, ctra chinh bat tung. T6i nghi tén cam dau nhém nhé ay bi
thwvong nang nhat. Tam nguwdi kia chac cling khéng kha hon.

T6i khong biét chiing t6i dang lam gi. Ngan can ho tra thu bang cach tan
cong ho. T6i chwa bao gid thay cac bo phan co thé bay 1én khong trung. To6i
khong biét con ké noi loan nao khong. T6i bdm coéng tac hai chiéu trén dau
cau thang dé bat den dwdi tang. Khoi va nhitng mau gidy vun ctia nhitng tap
tai liéu cii bay khap phong. Ish va Omi dén sau toi.
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“Di hét roi a?” Ish nai.

Khdi tan sau ba mwoi gidy. Vai ngudi nam trong phong. To6i khong biét ho
bi thwong hay chét r6i. Noi lic ndy la canh ctta chinh gio chi con mot
khoang trong. Mama di vao phong cing nam ngudi khac. Cé 1€ 6ng may
man, hay c6 1€ ong da doan trwdc nén cho nguwoi khac dén md ctra. Nam
nguwoi chay dén cho nhitng ngwoi bi thwong trong phong. Mama ngwdc 1én.
Mat 6ng bat gap chung toi.
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HAI MUOIL MOT

“Po6 phan trac, I khon kiép,” Mama gao lén. T6i dé y ban tay trdi cua
ong. N6 chdy mau va dau da dot mat mot phan Ong tay trai ao kurta ctia 6ng.

“Biét ching lai,” Mama quat. Ong va nim nguoi khac chay 1én cau thang.
Ish, Omi va t6i chay vao van phong giam doc chi nhanh r6i déng ctra lai.

“Gitt 1ay ctra,” Ish noi. Tay n6 run ray khi né luc lai déng dung cu cricket
ma chung t6i cat trong phong giam dbc. Ish cam mot cai gdy. Mama va
nhom ctia 6ng ta da dén ctra phong giam doc chi nhanh.

“M& ctra ra khong chiing tao sé pha,” Mama ndi, nhung ho khéng hé nén
gi vao ctra. Ho tiép tuc de doa ching t6i nhung khong hanh dong. C6 1€ lan
nay ho sé cho nd tht gi do.

Tiéng tim t6i dap to nhuw tiéng hét cua ho.

“Tao khong c6 dién thoai. Pwa may may day, dé tao goi canh sat,” Ish noi
V0i toi.

“Chung tao sé khong di dau,” giong Mama doi qua canh cura.

T6i dua dién thoai cho Ish. N6 bdm s6 canh sat.

“Chét tiét, khong ai nhac may ca,” Ish ndi va thi lan nita. Khong ai tra
10i.

Ish ngat may va ltic lac trong tam trang chan nan.

Bip bip, dién thoai bao cé tin nhan.

“C6 tin nhan,” Ish no6i khi mé tin.

Anh oi, an toan dem nay nhe.
Ma em lai co kinh roi.
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Mung ghe!!
Co nhe long khong?
Gap a som, thay giao quyen ru cua em.
Yeu - em.

Tin nhan tr nha cung cap Vidyanath. Ish nhin t6i, vé ling ting. T6i nhin
vai va véi tay lay dién thoai. Ish dwa dién thoai xa khoi tay t6i. N6 nhin toi,
vé choang vang. N6 mé lai tin nhan roi doc chi tiét. N6 thay so dién thoai.
N6 bam so.

To6i sap 1én con ding tim.

“Nay, c6 tuyét khong? Chuwa bao gio em nghi sé an mung chuyén co
kinh,” Vidya ct tudn ra phia bén kia dau day khi em thay so cta t6i. T6i c6
thé nghe giong hén hd cia em, du Ish dang cam dién thoai.

“Vidya a?” Ish noi, 10ng may no nhiu lai.

“Anh Ish ha?” em noi.

Ish nhin t6i. N6 ngat may va cho dién thoai vao tui.

Trong mot khac, ching t6i quén rang nhitng ké giét nguwdi dang ngoai cira.
Ish budc dén toi, t6i lui vao twong.

“Ish, tao c6 thé giai thich...” tdi noi, du t6i khong thé.

Ish tha gay xu6ng san. N6 gio tay 1én va - bop! bép! N6 twong hai cud 1én
mat t6i. R6i né 1én nam dam va thui rat manh vao bung toi.

T6i nga xubng san. T6i cdm thdy dau dit doi, nhung t6i khong cé quyén
noéi gi hét, du la gao thét dau dén. T6i nghién rang va nham mat. T6i xitng
dang nhu vay. T6i phai tra gia cho 16i Iam thi¢ hai trong doi.

“May dang lam quai gi thé?” Omi né6i du n6 hiéu rd tinh hudng.

“Khong gi ca, thang ngu ich ky. N6 la mot con ran. N6 sé ban ditng chiing
ta néu c6 thé. B6 con budn khdn nan,” Ish néi va da vao cang chan t6i.

“Nay Ish, may muén bi giét a?” Omi noi.

“Tién sw 6ng Mama, c6 gan thi vao day,” Ish quat 1én va buwdc vé phia
clra.
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Omi gio tay ra do to6i. Toi ding lén dwa vao né. Toi khong biét rudt ra
minh da xo ra hét chua.

“Tao bao roi. Nguyén tac,” Omi néi.

“Tao khong lam gi sai ca,” t6i n6i. Toi khong biét sao minh noi vay. Toi
da quan hé khong an toan v&i mot nguwoi ma theo luat chi la hoc sinh, la em
gai ban than nhat cua t6i. Diéu d6 han phai nam trong top muwoi nhitng diéu
sai trai dao ditc ma con ngudi ta cé thé pham phai.

Mama hét kién nhan sau ndm phit. Ong 1énh cho quan ctia minh phé cia.
Ho nhan dinh ba vao canh cita, nhirng van ditng tir xa.

“Luc nay, muc tiéu la phai song sot, chit khong phai ghi diém,” Omi noi.

Omi dwa cai gdy cho Ish. Téi cam chat cai coc gon. Chung t6i gilt ctra.
Vai cd nén nita la cira s€ bung ra.

“Tao sé dé ho vao,” Omi néi va thao chot ra.

“Cau muodn giét chau v? Mama, cau ctt lam di, giét chau di. bgi lam gi,”
Omi n6i va mo ctra ra.

“Tranh ra, Omi. Thang bé & dau, khai mau,” Mama noi.

“Ong khong tim thdy thing bé & day dau,” Ish gam giv.

Nam nguoi cia Mama gio cao dinh ba. Chung toi gio vu khi cricket cua
minh 1én. M4t ngwoi tan cong Ish. Ish dung gy ngan han lai. Ish dung gay
danh vao tay, chan, dui va bung nguoi kia. Nguwoi kia nga xuong san.

Tay t0i run ray khi can mot ga béo. Cai thanh coc gon mac ket vao ludi
dinh ba. Vii khi ctaa ching t6i dua qua day lai trén khong khi ching t6i c6 go
ra. Han da vao dau goi phai cta t6i lam t6i mat thang bang. Han nhao dén
siét toi vao twong.

Ga th ba dung dau tu chiéc dinh ba dam vao c6 Ish. Ish nga ddi nguoi.
Ga kia téom dugc Ish va day né vao twong.

Omi da dung gdy danh bong nghién nat ngén chan cua ga th tw. Tén nay
nga xudng san, nguwdi co rum lai. Omi da vao bung han nhung ga thit nam da
dam rat manh vao lvng Omi. Han tim lay Omi tir phia sau.
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“Con trau nay, gio thi hét dong day nhé,” han néi.

“L..L... It ngu. Thich dua v&i ltra 1dm ha?” Mama no6i khi d6ng ta ngoi trén
ban giam doc. Ba ching t6i bi gi vao twong. Ba ga con cwa quay dugc kia da
dung dinh ba gilt nguwoi ching toi.

Mama ngoi trén ban giam doc nhin ching toi.

“Tao muon 1dy mau. Giao thang bé day, hodc tao sé lay mau chiing may,”
Mama néi. Ong ta 1dy binh deo bén héng va nhdp mot ngum 16n whisky.

“0O day khong c6 thang bé nao ca,” Ish néi, “nhu cac ong thay.”

“May khong déng tin, tao biét r6i,” Mama néi. Ong ta ném cai binh khong
vé phia Ish. Céi binh tring vao nguc né.

“Tim di,” Mama noi.

Mady ga tap ténh roi phong.

“Khong c6 ai day ca,” bon ho hét 1én khi di hét cac phong trong ngan
hang. Giong ho c6 vé dau don. Diéu gi d6 mach bao t6i ho da chan nan.

Mama lai gan Ish. Ong ta tiim t6c né giat manh.

“Thang khon nay, khai mau,” Mama néi.

“N6 khong ¢ day,” Ish néi.

“Tao sé...” Mama néi d& thi bi tiéng dién thoai ngat 101i.

Dién thoai khong phai ctia t6i hay Omi. Tiéng chuong ciling khong phai twr
Mama.

Mama lan theo tiéng chudng. N6 phat ra tir ban giam déc. Mama dén cho
bttc twong sau ban. O ddy c6 kho an toan. Am thanh phat ra tir trong.

“M@ cai nay,” Mama noi, tay chi chiéc khéa hinh banh l4i.

Chtng t6i yén lang. Dién thoai cua Ish lai d6 chuong. Toi doan la Vidya
da goi cho anh trai dé giai thich.

“Tao bao mé ra,” Mama noi.

“Pay la kho an toan ctia ngan hang. Chung t6i khong co6 chia khoa,” toi
néi. T6i mudn lam phan viéc ctia minh dé gitp Ish. T6i muon lam bat c&
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diéu gi dé minh b6t xau xa.

“O vang. Thing thong minh nhét da néi roi. Khong c6 chia,” Mama néi.

Toi quay sang Ish. Ish ngoanh mat di.

Mama giit cam t6i r6i xoay mat t6i sang phia ong ta.

“Thé bon tao ngu ca a? May khong cé chia, nhung tai sao cdi dién thoai
lai & trong day? Tim di.”

Quan ctia Mama bat dau cudc tim kiém hung ton nhat. Ga kham xét toi da
xé ca tdi 4o t6i. Han tat téi va bat téi quay ngudi lai. Méng tay han cao vao
toi khi han luc ti* dau dén chan. T6i bao han ca chuc lan rang téi khong co
chia, nhung han chang chiu nghe. Han tim trong tdi quan t6i, va tim vao
hang t6i hai lan dé kiém tra. Moi khi t6i c6 ngo ngudy, han lai twong nam
dam vao toi.

Nhitng tén khac lam nhv vay v&i Omi va Ish. Ga luc soat nguoi Ish xé ao
no6 ra. Han cam chiéc dinh ba gi thang vao man swon no.

“Thang ngu nay khong co6,” ga soat toi néi roi buébng nam dam ra. Han gi
t0i vao tuwong.

“Thang nay cling khong,” ga soat Omi nai.

“Thang nay can phai thuan da,” ga luc soat Ish néi, khi han c6 tut quan
Ish. Ish da manh vao cang chan han. T6i nhan thay mau trén nguc Ish.

“C6 can tao giup khong,” Mama noi tir phia ban.

“Dung lo, toi sé xit Iy nd,” ga kia néi du Ish da can vao tay han.

Mama dén chd Ish. Ong ta ddi dau tu cua dinh ba vao vét thwong trén
nguc Ish.

Ish thét 1én dau dén, r6i nga xuong. Ga luc soat Ish tat né may cua. Ish
nghién ring va tiép tuc da. Mama tho tay vao tii Ish. Ong ta tim thay gi do.
Ish mac quan tap dwdi quan dai. Mama rut tay ra roi lai tho tay vao quan Ish.
Ong ta 16i ra mot vong deo chia khoéa to bang c6 chan. Vong ndy c6 hai
chiéc chia khoa dai muwdi lam centimét.
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Ish ndm trén san, thé hon hén. Mat n6 van giitr vé thach thitc, du co thé
khong chiu hgp tac.

Mama lic lac vong chia khéa trong tay.

“Tao chwa bao gio cudp ngan hang,” Mama néi, “va xem phan thwdng
hom nay nao. Ca bd ca con, tao sé diét tan goc bé 1i chiing n6.”

Mama mat mot phit méi hiéu ra cach mé khoéa kho an toan.

“Pirng Mama, n6 chi 1a mot thang bé théi. Hay vi chau,” Omi noi.

Mama dung lai nhin chung toi.

“Dhiraj ctia tao cling con bé,” Mama noéi va dén ché kho an toan.

Ish ng6i trén san. Ga canh Ish dung can dinh ba siét vao hong no.

“Pirng cham vao né. N6 la vat bau qudc gia,” Ish gam lén. Ga kia siét
manh hon.

“T6i sé trd cho dng, bat ct thit gi 6ng muon,” t6i nai.

“Po6 con budn, vé ban me ctia may di,” Mama noéi vdi téi khi quay vong
khéa kho an toan.

“Thang khon kiép day r6i,” Mama noi.

Mama 16i Ali ra khoi kho. Co thé gay go cia né trong bo pyjama kurta
mau trang dang rung lén dir d6i. Khuon mat nhoe nhoet ctiia n6 méach bao toi
rang & trong kho n6 da khoc. Mama tim c6 Ali nhac n6 1én khéng.

“Anh Ish,” Ali n6i, chan n6 treo lung lang.

“Bay gio may cang ngay tho, thi muoi nam nita may cang doc ac,” Mama
néi roi tha Ali xuéng. Ong ta buéng ndm tay khéi c6 Ali.

“Durng lai, Mama,” Omi néi khi Mama cam cai dinh ba 1én.

“May sé khong hiéu dwge dau,” Mama néi va chap tay cau nguyén.

“Chay di Ali,” Ish thét 1én.

Ali c6 chay ra khéi phong. Mama mé mét. Ong ta chay theo Ali va thoc
dinh ba vao goét Ali.

Ali hét 1én dau ddén, r6i nga xuong.
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Mama quy xudng san canh Ali.

“Pirng c6 ma tron thang con hoang kia. Tao c6 thé giét may chi trong mot
nhat. Néu may c6 lwon leo dinh chuon thi tao sé lan lwgt cat tirng ngén tay
may. Hiéu khong?” Mama gao lén. Mat ong ta dé I, hau nhw chang nhin
thay long trang.

Mama nhdm mét 1dm nham cau khan. Ong ta chip tay 1én tran va trudc
tim roi vai ba 1an. Ong ta m& mét va cam dinh ba 1én. Ali ditng day c6 tap
ténh bo tron.

Mama dwa dinh ba 1én cao dé dam.

“Mama, khéng,” Omi lay hét sitc gao 1én. Omi ddy ga dan 6ng dang ghim
nd. N6 chay lai gitta Mama va Ali. Mama hét cau kinh chd r6i phong xuéng.

“Dung lai, Mama,” Omi noi.

Du Mama muén dirng, nhung 6ng ta khong thé. Ca dam da c6 moment
riéng roi. Chiéc dinh ba dam vao bung Omi v&i mot tiéng huych v6 tinh.

“Oi... 6i,” Omi néi khi cd tim hiéu chuyén xay ra, va sau dé6 mdi thdy dau.
Chi trong vai gidy, mot viing mau loang day mat san. Mama va nguoi cta
ong ta nhin nhau, c6 hiéu xem diéu gi da xay ra.

“Mama, dirng lam thé,” Omi noi, van khong biét rang 1uwdi dinh ba da cam
sau vao nguoi minh ca chuc centimét.

“Omi, con trai ta,” Mama noi.

Omi quan quai dau dén khi Mama rut ngon dinh ba ra.

Chua bao gio toi thay nhiéu mau thé. Téi mudn nén. Pau 6c t6i té dai. Ga
da kim chdt Omi liic ndy gio dang giir Ali va lai gan ch6 Mama. Mama 6m
Omi trong long.

“Lii suc sinh cac nguoi, cac nguoi da lam gi,” Ish thét 1én. Ish nhin canh
twgng ti phia sau. N6 khong bao gio thdy duwgc chiéc dinh ba trong nguoi
Omi. Chi t6i thdy, va nhiéu nam sau hinh anh d6 van am anh t6i.

“Goi cttu thwong di, 1i chd,” Ish gao l1én. Ké gitt Ish siét chat né hon.
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Ali dat mot tay 1én ngwc Omi. Ban tay kéo 1én dich xuong khéng dugc
déu dan.

Omi cam tay Ali va nhin t6i. Mat n6 yéu 6t. Nwdc mat lan trén ma toi. Toi
khong con sttc chong lai ga dang gitr t6i. T6i khong con strc dé lam gi ca.

“Li khon cac nguoi cut di,” toi khéc nhw mot dira tré.

“Con sé on thoi, ta khong c6 y nhw vay,” Mama noi khi ong ta vuot toc
Omi.

“N6 la mét dita bé ngoan, Mama, n6 khéng giét con trai ctia cau. Nguwoi
Hoi gido khong xau,” Omi noi, giong né dit doan, khi né nudt tirng hoi tho.

“TG yéu cac ban,” Omi no6i khi no nhin t0i, mot cau noi sé dugc cho la
qua sén néu do khong phai 10i tran tr6i cia n6. Mat né nham lai.

“Omi, con trai ta, con trai 0i,” Mama c6 lay no6 tinh lai.

“Sao? C6 chuyén gi?” Ish n6i. N6 chi nhin thay bi kich ti phia sau.

Mama guc dau lén ngwec Omi. Ish bat dau da va day ga dang gitt n6. Ga
kia dung cui cho thic vao Ish. Ish tim 1ay can dinh ba va day ngugc ra that
manh cho dén khi n6 cé thé luon ra duwgc. N6 da vao ha bo ga kia. Ga kia
nga xuong khi Ish da lan th ba vao cung mot chd. Ish dung chan dap vao
dau han cho dén khi han bat tinh. Ish chay lai Omi.

Mama bé xac Omi trén san roi ditng day. Ish chay lai so khuon mat Omi.
Trudc day, n6 chuwa bao gio cham vao nguwdi chét, chit dirng néi nguoi chét
la ban nd. Lan dau tién t6i thay Ish khoc. N6 c sut sit, nhuwng nwéc mat
khong ngirng tuon.

“Xem may da lam gi thang con hoang,” Mama no6i, “lam tao giét mot dita
con nita. Nhung tao khéng yéu dudi. Tao chwa khoc, may nhin di.”

Ish khong dé y t¢i Mama. N6 da trdi qua cam giac té dai nhu t6i vai giay
tredc. N6 ct cham vao xac Omi.

“Nguoi Hindu khong yéu dudi, tao c6 yéu dudi khong?” Mama néi khi
quay lai quan cua 6ng ta. Nhitng ga nay lo sg, moi viéc khong dién ra nhw
dv tinh. Ga giit tay Ali nhin Mama, doi chi dinh lam gi tiép theo.
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“Gitt n6 lai, canh thang con buén dam ban cd me minh kia,” Mama ndi.

Ga kia dua Ali lai canh t6i, va dung dinh ba ghim no lai.

Ké gitt Ish da phuc ho6i sau don tan céng ha bd. Han tinh lai thi bén chay
vé phia Ish tir phia sau. Han gia dau tu cia dinh ba vao dau Ish.

“Al!” Ish kéu 1én dau dén, roi ngd xudng nita tinh nita mé. Ga kia 16i Ish
lai phia twong.

Ish nhin Ali va toi.

“May tGi so roi,” Mama néi khi dén tredc Ali. Mama bao tén gitt Ali tha
no ra. Toi nhin Ish, cach chitng mudi lam buwdc chan. Ké git no canh giac
cao do. Ish nhin t6i. Mat n6 c6 ndi vai toi gi do.

Sao? To6i ti hoéi minh. May dinh néi gi? T6i nhiu mat nhin Ish. Trong mat
né dang twr gitta vut chuyén sang trai. N6 mudn toéi chay ra va ngan Mama
lai. Giong nhw Omi da lam, nhung khong thanh cong.

T6i do xét ké khong ché minh. Han dang ghim t6i, nhwng mat han lai nhin
Mama va Ali. That kh6 ma roi mat khoi canh giét nguoi. T6i c6 thé thoat ra.
Tuy nhién, néu thoat ra réi bi giét thi co ich gi?

“San sang chwa, d6 Ign,” Mama néi khi nang dinh ba 1én va lui nam buéc.

Co 1€ toi c6 thé thoat ra va kéo Ali vé phia minh. Nhw vay cd phéng cta
Mama sé dam vao twong. Ish c6 thé day ké khong ché né ra, roi dén phia sau
va bao vé ching t6i. C6 phai Ish muon n6i vay? Toi cé qua it dit liéu ngoai
ctt dong mat dy. Thoi gian cho t6i thi han hep. T6i khong thé phan tich, toi
phai hanh dong truéc réi nghi sau. Ay la diéu trdi nguge hoan toan khi toi
ngu voi Vidya. Luc ay, 1€ ra téi nén nghi tredc roi hanh dong sau.

Mama chay vé phia Ali. T6i biét t6i phai thoat ra vong siét cua ké khong
ché minh, tim 1dy Ali r6i kéo vé phia t6i. T6i da san sang hanh dong. Tuy
nhién, t6i nhin Mama. Nhin thdy céai khung hinh vam v& ctia 6ng ta va thi
vii khi sac nhon kia lam trong t6i s¢ hai. Va t6i da lang phi thoi gian quy bau
cho suy nghi trong khi dang lé t6i nén hanh déng. Ish va t6i lai li€c nhin
nhau, va n6 thay noéi s¢ hai cda t6i tron lan véi ich ky. Néu ma céi dinh ba
lai ddm vao bung t6i thi sao? Cai néu ma dy lam t6i dé dat, nhung t6i thoat
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ra khéi sy dé dat va nhich ngudi sang trai. Toi tim lay Ali r6i kéo né vé phia
toi. Mama da dam, nhung khong triung vao nguoi Ali. Mot luwdi dinh ba dam
vao cO tay Ali. Ali han hoan toan khong hé han gi néu t6i hanh dong sém
hon mot gidy. Va day roi, diéu ma lic ay t6i khong nhan ra, mot gidy cham
tré trd thanh sai lam 16n th ba trong doi toi.

D1 nhién, ltuc ay toi khong biét minh pham sai lam.

Ish da lam ding y nhw t6i nghi, va hic dau n6 vao dau ké khong ché né,
r6i thoat ra. Han Ish dau lam, nhung t6i nghi lic nay Ish vugt ra khoi cai
dau. Ish cam cai dinh ba ctia ké khong ché no, r6i ddm vao nguc han. Ga kia
gao lén roi yén lang.

Ish chay lai ching t6i.

“No6 khong sao, khong sao,” toi noi, quay sang Ish. To6i giit chat Ali trong
long, n6é co minh nhw mot bao thai.

Con hai tén nita va ca Mama.

“Chuing t6i khong mudn giét ai ca. Ching t6i chi muon roi khéi day,” Ish
néi khi né cam dinh ba, mdt quay vé phia Mama. Mama ciing cam dinh ba.
Mat ho gdp nhau. Quan ctia Mama cho xem canh song dau sap dién ra. T6i
cung Ali chay vé dau kia can phong. May ga kia duoi theo.

“Lii khon kia, dirng lai,” bon ho néi khi chiing t6i dén cu6i phong. Mot ga
chot ctra.

Ali cam gdy duéi san 1én. Toi cling cam mot gay, du khéng chac lic nay
c6 thé danh khong.

Ali nhan nho6 vi dau 6 tay phai khi nang gay.

“Nay, muon danh nhau ha?” hai ga kia néi.

Mama va Ish van nhin vao mat nhau. Moi bén tritng mat nhin bén kia.
Mama xoay cai dinh ba trong tay.

Mot ga quay lai ché Mama.

“Toi sé dé y han, 6ng x1r thang bé di Mama,” han noi.
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“Puwgc,” Mama noi roi quay di. Khi quay di, Mama dam dinh ba vao chan
Ish. Ish khong ngo téi. N6 mat thang bang va nga xuéng canh ban giam doc.

“Ong 1a d6 nhu nhuge khén kiép,” Ish néi.

“Bay gio tao c6 thé két liéu may. Hay cdm on cung chiéu ménh ctia may,
vi may sinh ra trong mét gia dinh Hindu,” Mama vira néi vira nhé vao mat
Ish. Mama dén cho Ali.

“0, may mudn choi hd? Mudn danh béng véi tao ha,” Mama néi va pha
lén cwoi khi Ali nang gay léen.

“Tranh ra,” Mama néi v6i quan 6ng ta, “thang bé mudn choi. Ping, do
con hoang, choi vdi tao,” Mama n6i khi nhdy quanh nam ngoai tam danh
gay cua Ali.

Ali nhay Ién khi n6 vap phai hai qua bong cricket trén san. Mama nhat 1én
mot qua.

“May muodn tao ném béng ha? ? Choi qua bong d6 di?” Mama néi va
cwoi pha 1én, “qua béng cudi cung trede khi may chét?”

Mama tang qua bong trong tay.

“Pung r6i, ném cho t6i di,” Ali noi.

“O thé 3?” Mama néi va cuoi.

Mot qua bong khac nam canh chan Ali. Ali dung chan day qua béng vé
phia Ish. Qua béng lan lai cho Ish. Ish ng6i trén san, tra dau vao ban giam
doc. Ngon chan né mau chay dam dia, va n6 khong thé ding lén.

“Pirng lai gan t6i,” Ali bao Mama.

“0, tao sg qua béng qua,” Mama néi va vo té ra run ray. Ong ta ting qua
béng trong tay va tay kia cam dinh ba.

Ish cham cham nhat béng 1én. Mat Ali bat gap mat Ish. Ali khé gat dau.
Ish dwa qua bong 1én. Tén khong ché nhan thay, nhung khong phan &ng. Ish
ném béng vé phia Ali véi toan b sttc manh.

Vut! Ali dung gay danh qua bong. N6 chi dugc danh mot cu, va n6 khong
dé 16. Qua bong lao manh vao thai dwong Mama. Mama bu6ng qua bong
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trong tay ra va 6m dau. Qua bong roi xuong san va Ali da lai cho Ish. Ish lai
ném tiép, Ali don béng va vut! Qua béng bay vao giita tran Mama.

Cu danh cta Ali da manh dé bong bay ra khoi san van déng. Va & khoang
cach nam buwéc chan, ching bay vao Mama vd&i sttc manh lam v& tung
nhitng vién gach. Mama nga xuéng. Céi dinh ba roi xuéng san. Ish dung
dinh ba lam gay dé ding 1én. May ké khong ché chay dén Mama. Ish ti phia
sau dén dam vao c6 mot tén. Tén kia thdy mau phun ra, trong mat Ish toat
1én vé giét choc. Tén kia thdo chét ctra va chay bién trong chita day muoi
giay.

Ali quy xudng san. Tay trai n6 nang c6 tay phai 1én.

“Oi troi 01,” Ali néi, giong n6 thé hién dau dén hon 1a ngac nhién.

Mama nam trén san. Thai dwong 6ng ta n6i u. Mau trong chdy ra lam tran
thdm den va swng vi. Ong ta hau nhw khéng ctv dong. Khong ai muén lai
gan xem Ong ta con thd khong. Mat 6ng ta nham tit sau nam phat, va toi lai
xem nhip tim ong ta.

“Ngirng dap. Ong ta chét roi,” tdi n6i. T6i da tré thanh chuyén gia vé xac
chét.

Ish vong tay quanh Ali.

“Pau qua anh Ish. BPwa em vé nha di,” Ali néi. Co thé né van run ray vi sg
hai.

“Nao ctr dong co tay di. Ali, em can co tay do, hay gitt né ctt dong,” Ish
noi. N6 tap ténh dén ctra dé ra vé. N6 dung cai dinh ba lam gay chong.

“Chung ta da cttu no, Ish da ctru n6,” t6i néi khi t6i lac vai Ish tir phia sau.

Ish dirng lai. N6 quay sang nhin t6i. N6 khong nhin t6i bang anh mat cam
gian, ma la diéu gi d6 té hon thé. N6 nhin t6i bang anh mat tho 0. Han roi,
toi da lam no6 that vong vi nhiéu ly do. Nhung sao n6 cw xt nhuw thé Téi la ai
vay? Nhuw né chang cé gi lién quan dén toi ca. Ish quay di va bat dau budc.

“Nay Ish, dgi tao vGi. Pé tao md ctra cho,” t6i néi. Toi chay dén cira.

Ish gio tay nhiy mudn bao t6i tranh dudng.
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“Nao Ish, thang bé con song ma. Chung ta da lam dugc,” toi noi.
Ish khong néi gi. N6 bo tbi di nhw toi 1a mot trong nhitng xac chét kia, roi
no budc ra.
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Mady do nhip tim kéu don dap. Tim cua Govind dap qua 130 nhip mot
phuit.

Y ta chay vao.

“Anh lam gi thé?” c0 noi.

“T6i khong sao. T6i dang néi chuyén,” Govind néi. Cau ta ng6i nhinh day
trén givong.

“Pirng bat anh dy gang sitc.” Y ta lac lac ngon tay vai t6i. Toi gat dau va
co ay roi phong.

“Va tr ngay hom do, chinh xac la cach nay ba nam, hai thang va mot
tuan, Ish da khong noi chuyén vai téi nita. Mai lan t6i c6 néi chuyén vdi cau
ay, cau ay lai 10 t6i di.” Govind két thic cau chuyén ctia minh.

T6i dua nwdc cho cau ta, vi giong cau ta ngap ngung.

“Vay chuyén gi xdy ra trong ba nam ay - vGi ctra hang, Vidya, va Ali?” t6i
héi.

Cau ta cdi xuéng man mé day may do nhip tim dang dinh vao nguwc. Cau
ta nuot khan may lwot dé gitt binh tinh.

T6i khong hoi thic thém nita. Néu cdu ta muon ké, cau ta sé ké. Toi xem
dong hod, nim gid sang. Tdi budc ra khéi phong. Anh ban mai ngap tran
hanh lang bénh vién. T6i héi mot ngwoi xem 1ay tra & dau. Cau ta chi t6i vao
cang tin.

To6i quay lai, mang theo hai tach tra. Govind ti* chdi, vi cau ta khong dwgc
phép udng sau khi rita da day. Cau ta khong nhin thang vao mat toi.

“T6i can sO dién thoai hang hang khong Singapore. T6i phai xac nhan
chuyén bay khit hoi,” toi noi, dé thay doi tam trang.
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“B6 me Omi,” Govind noéi, anh mat va giong néi déu ha xudng. “T6i
khong thé néi ho bi huy hoai ra sao. Trong nhiéu tuan, ngdéi dén c6 nhiéu
khach trong khu dan cw dén tham va ho chi cau nguyén cho Omi, Dhiraj va
Mama. Tai lé tang, b6 Omi khéc khi nam ngan ngudi tir khap Ahmedabad
dén dv. Me Omi nga bénh sau mot tuan bé an. Ba dy phéi nam vién mot
thang.”

NoOi tam toi tranh dau khong biét c6 nén dat tay minh 1én ban tay xanh tai
cua Govind dang ké trén chan khong.

“Su6t hai thang, t6i khong dén ctta hang. T6i da cd lién lac véi Ish,
nhung... Néu toi dén gap cau ay, cau dy sé sap cira ngay tredc mat t6i.”

“Anh c6 néi chuyén v6i Vidya khong?”

Govind lac dau. “Néi chuyén véi Vidya thi tuyét nhién 1a khong roi. Ho
giam long cO ay trong nha. Bo c6 dy dap nat dién thoai co ay. Cac kénh
truyén hinh van tiép tuc dwa tin sau vu Godhra va nhitng cudc noi loan.
Nhung doi toi da sup do. T6i da song sot qua nhitng chuyén dé. Luc ady t6i
c6 uong thudc ty t dau. Puing cé vi hom nay t6i nam ddy... ma cho rang
khong manh mé.” Cau ta ngirng lai. “Ba thang sau bién c6 kia, me Omi vé
nha. Ba bao t6i m@ lai cita hang. Omi da bao véi ba do la noi n6 yéu thich
nhat trén doi nay. Mama da mat, nén ctta hang lic nay la cia me Omi. Va ba
muon dé né cho ching to6i, dé gitt lai ky niém veé con trai ba.”

“Vay cau dong y?”

“Luc dau t6i khong thé nhin thang vao mat ba. Toi 16i... vi da khién Omi
chét, vi t6i c6 mot phan 16i trong cai chét cia Mama, vi dd mirng khi Mama
chét. Nhung ba khong hiéu gi vé nhitng &c mong cua toi, va du sao téi phai
kiém song. Cong viéc thua 16. Chung t6i dd ng nhiéu hgp dong. Nén toi
quay lai ctra hang. Ish bdo v&i me Omi n6 sé dén, nhung khéng muén lién
quan dén t6i. Me Omi mu6n cd hai, nén chi c6 mot giai phap duy nhat.”

“La gi?”

“Chung t6i chia doi ctta hang. Chung t6i dung mot bic vach van ép @
gitta. Ish 1y phan bén phai va tiép tuc kinh doanh hang thé thao. T6i nhan
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phan bén trai va chuyén thanh ctta hang ban d6 dung hoc sinh va sach gido
khoa. Khach hang cua t6i thwong dén cho cau dy va ngugc lai. Ching toi
ban do dung hoc tap va do thé thao cung mot noi, nhung khong bao gio,
khong mot lan néi chuyén. Ngay ca khi An D6 vao vong chung két World
Cup 2003 cling khong. Ish gio day xem tran dau mot minh, va khong bao
gio nhay cang lén vi mot pha danh bong sau diém.

“Cau co lien lac vai Vidya khong? Va chuyén gi xdy ra voi Ali?” toi nhan
ra minh hoi nhiéu hon la néi 16i an Gi. Nhung t6i phai biét.

“Ho gtti Vidya dén Bombay dé hoc mot khoa PR. Diéu tich cyc nhat cho
c6 ay la thé. Ho muodn tach c6 ay khéi t6i, du cd dy c6 vao truong y hay
khong. Vay la Vidya da x6 long. Co6 ay duwgc lénh khong bao gid néi chuyén
v6i toi. Tuy nhién, c6 ay thich pha luat va da vai lan th lién lac véi toi.
Nhwng lan nay toi khong bao gio dap lai. T6i khong thé 1am duogc... T6i gap
anh trai c6 dy hang ngay. T6i chi mu6n kiém cang nhiéu tién cang t6t, va tiét
kiém cho Ali.”

“Pé nubi cau bé a?” t6i ndi va nhap mdt ngum tra. Tai sao tra bénh vién
mui giong thuoc tay thé?

“Ali gid & trong nha Ish, nén né sé dugc nudi day tot & d6. Nhung ching
toi can tién dé phau thuat c6 tay cau bé. Rat nhiéu tién”, Govind noi.

Y ta dén phong kiém tra dau gio sang. Govind bao ciu ta mudn di vé sinh.
Y ta dong y va thao ong truyén nuwdc lan day ndi thiét bi gan trén nguoi.

To6i cho doi trong lo au, dau oc t6i bi giang xé badi nhitng ho nghi vé stic
khoe cua cau ta, chitng muoi phut sau anh ta quay lai.

“Phau thuat gi?” t6i héi.

“Co tay Ali bi thwong. Nghia la khong con kha nang xoay gay cho ding
thoi diém nita. T6i da citu mang cdu bé, nhung mot gidy cham tré cda toi
khién cau bé tra gia bang tai nang cia minh. T6i da ké roi, mot gidy do la sai
lam thi ba trong doi toi.”

“Cau da lam hét sitc minh ro6i. Chi cham tré mot 1at thoi ma,” t6i tran an.
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“Nhung la mot khodnh khac c6 toan tinh. T6i ich ky. Ciing giong nhu cai
tham vong cua t6i khi mudn chuyén dén trung tdm mua sam, hay khi t6i &
bén Vidya. Ho da dung, anh biét day. T6i khong phai doanh nhan, t6i la tén
khon nan ich ky,” Cau ta néi, doan dirng mat lat réi mai néi tiép. “Thang bé
can phau thuat phuc héi. Cai dinh ba da dam dit b6 co trén c6 tay. Nén cac
bac si phéi cat mot phan co & dui ghép vao c6 tay. Ro6i, ho phai hy vong 1a c6
tac dung. Bay khong phai ky thuat cay ghép da, ma la chuyén co. Viéc nay
chi c6 thé thuc hién & nwdc ngoai. Va tén ca dong tién.”

“Bao nhiéu?”

“T6i con khong dam néi chi phi tron goi. Ish da viét thu dén cac bénh
vién 16n & Anh va My xin tai trg. Vu dan x€p tot nhat cau ay nhan dwoc la tr
mot bénh vién & Anh, ho hita thie hién phau thuat v6i gia nam tram nghin.
Di nhién, Ish khong bao gio ké cho t6i cd. Moi chuyén t6i biét 1a nghe dugc
qua btrc vach mong.”

“Cac cau co tién khong?”

“Ish da tiét kiem duwgc hai tram nghin trong ba nam qua. T6i duwgc ba
tram. Tuan treedc toi mang tién dén cho cau dy. Toi noéi gop chung so tién dé
Ali dwgc phau thuat. T6i noéi chiing ta phai hanh dong ngay vi phai mat chin
thang md&i hen dugc bac si. Va roi cau ay...” Giong Govind nghen lai.

“Cau c6 sao khong?” t6i noi.

Govind gat dau. “Anh biét cdu dy lam gi khong? Cau ta khong chiu dong
vao sO tién cua tdi va con deo gang cricket khi trd phong bi lai cho t6i. Thuc
ra, cau ay dwa cho t6i ca két dwng tién cta ciu ay va bao cau ay co thé cho
toi thém tién néu toi can thoa man long tham. Cau ta bdo khong mudn dé Ali
dwgc phau thuat nho tién ciia mot ké thiéu trung thure.”

Giong Govind bat dau nghen ngao. “T6i dau phai ké thiéu trung thyc. Toi
ich ky va pham sai lam, nhung t6i khong phai thiéu trung thwc. C6 phai toi
chi quan tam dén tién thoi dau. Toi cling quan tam dén Ali ma.”

T6i ngbi trén giwong, dat tay 1én canh tay cau ta. Cau ta gat di.
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“Sau ba nam to6i tiét kiém tirng dong rupi mot, Ish goi cong sic lao dong
cta t6i la thiéu trung thyc. T6i khong thé chiu dwgc nita. Bac si Verna da ké
thudc cho t6i, khi t6i mat ngd. Ngay hom 4y, t6i nghi sao khong ngi mot
gidc roi dirng bao gio tinh lai ludon. C6 1€ toi da tinh toan cudc doi hoan toan
sai lam. Pa dén lic thoat khéi cac dang thirc.” Cau ta cudi yéu 6t.

Béc si dén phong ctia Govind ldc 7 gio. Cac hoat chat trong thuéc da bi
tay rtita ra khoi nguoi Govind.

“T'6i muon bénh nhan ngu sau tiéng,” bac si bao toi khi 6ng ta kéo rém.

Toi roi phong va di ra. Me Govind ngoi trén ghé ngoai hanh lang. Ba
ngudc 1én, vé mat lo lang.

“Cau ay on, chi can nghi ngoi mot chiit théi.” To6i ng6i canh ba trén ghé.

“Con trai toi that diing cam. Chuyén gi xdy ra v4i n0?” ba thag dai.

“Cau ay nghi minh diing cam,” t6i noi. “Ish c6 biét khong?”

Ba li€c ngang nhin t6i. “Ho khong néi.”

“Co0 c6 thé ké cho cau ta chuyén xdy ra. Bing bat cau ta phai dén vién,”
toi noi.

Me Govind gat dau. Chang t6i cung nhau roi bénh vién. Ba da ng6i vao 6
to khi t0i ndi, “Ma c6 nay, c6 c6 biét Vidya hoc trong nao & Bombay
khong?”

Sk

“Nhiéu khach tham nhi? Day la bénh vién, khong phai cau lac bo,” y ta
cau nhau khi thay khan trdi giwvong cho Govind vao bubi téi.

Phong bénh ctia Govind tdp nap ngudi. Ngoai y ta, cé ca Ish, Vidya, me
ctia Govind va t6i. Chuing t6i doi Ngai Ngai ngu thitc ddy sau gidc ngu thi
hai trong ngay. Pa c6 rat nhiéu nguwdi mat nga vi may vién thudc ngu cta
Govind.

Hang mi ctia Govind chép chdp va moi nguoi tién lai gan givong.
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“Ish? Vidya!” Govind chép mat.

“Pé dugc chi y thi con nhiéu cach hay hon” Vidya néi.

“Em dén bao gio?” Govind héi, gan nhw quén moi nguwdi khac.

“Em bo gitta chirng bu6i hoc marketing,” Vidya néi. “Nhung thé khong
c6 nghia em tha thit cho anh vi da khong tra 16i em. Hay chuyén anh néc
nhitng vién thudc nay. Em khong bao gid noc bat cit thit gi, ngay ca khi em
sg hai nhat, anh biét la liic nao roi day.”

“B0 me em bao khong dugc néi chuyén vdi anh. Ish cling muon nhw vay.”

“Vay thi sao?” Vidya thao cdp khoi vai, va ddt lén giwvong. “Con tim anh
muon gi?”

Ish ding yén lang, nhin Govind. Me Govind trong cé vé choang vang,
han la h6t hoang tridc vién canh mot ngay nao day c6 mot ¢6 con dau nhw
Vidya.

“Tao xin 10i, Ish. Tao khong muon lam ai t6n thwong. Tao y... yéu c6 ay”
Govind noi.

Ish dom bwéc ra khoi phong. Me Govind di sau cau ta, kéo tay cau ta. Ba
dat tay Ish vao tay Govind.

“Con khong nhat thiét phai vang 10i b6 me minh, nhung ta nghi cac con
nén lam hoa,” me Govind noi.

Ish van khong néi gi. Govind siét chat tay Ish. Me Govind néi tiép:

“Cudc song sé c6 nhiéu can tré khé khan. Nhitng nguwoi gan giii sé lam ta
ton thwong. Nhung ta khong vi thé ma chadm dit giao thiép. Ta khong lam
ton thwong ho nita. Ta cd han gan vét thwong. Do la bai hoc khong chi cho
cac con, ma dit nwdc nay can phai hoc.”

“Co nhg loai tinh tinh hon nhau khong?” Govind goi vdi cau ta.

Ish dirng lai va nhin Govind.

“Hay nhan tién vi Ali. V§i tao, tao khong dat tién 1én hang dau nita. Ma la
muc dich cta viéc kiém tién. Hay chita tri Ali cho t6t, diéu dé cling quan
trong.”
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Ish thut thit c6 nén giot nwdc mat.

“May tha thit cho tao khong, ba 1an?” Govind noi.

Ca mat Govind lan mat Ish ngan wét.

“Bac 0i, khong la sao khi dan 6ng trong phong nay déu dang khéc hét con
phu nit lai... tm, that doan két thé nhi?” Vidya néi.

Me Govind c6 vé sg hai. Nhitng phu nit ty tin sé la nhitng nang dau khung
khiép.

Sk

Toi gdp Govind sang hom sau, ngay truée khi toi ra san bay. Govind sé
dugc xudt vién dém hom do.

“Céam on anh,” cau ta xic dong noi.

“Vi cai gi?”

“Vi da ghé qua. T6i khong biét phdi tra on anh thé nao...”

“Thyc ra, c6 mot cach day.”

Govind cho doi.

“Cau chuyén cta cau can dugc chia sé.”

“Nhuw thé sach u?”

“Pung, chinh x4ac 1a m6t cuon sach. Cudn thit ba cta t6i. Cau gitup toi
chu?”

“T6i khong biét. Toi chi thich nhitng cau chuyén két thic cé hau,” cau ta
noi.

“Chuyen cua cau cling c6 hau con gi.”

“T6i con chwra biét Ali thé nao. Ching t6i sé di phau thuat, nhwng xac suat
thanh cong khong phai tram phan tram. Nam mwoi nam muwoi, ho bao thé.”

“Cau nén c6 niém tin. T6t nhat dé xac suat nam trong sach vé di,” toi noi.

Cau ta gat dau.
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“Vay toi sé tro lai, va chung ta s€ lién lac qua email,” t0i noi.

“Han 16i, ching ta c6 thé viét cau chuyén nay. Nhung dirng cong bo cau
chuyén khi ching ta chwa biét Ali sé ra sao. OK? Thé c6 nghia n6 luc cta
anh sé hoai cong,” cau ta noi.

“Toi dong y,” t6i ndi va ching toi bat tay.

Lic ra vé toi gap Vidya & cong bénh vién. Co6 mac chiéc Inhanga mau
xanh, c6 1€ chiéc vay tuoi tan nhat ctia c6 dé vuc day tinh than Govind. Co
mang theo mot bo hoa.

“Hoa hong dep qua,” toi noi.

“Hoa & Law Garden la dep nhat. Em nhé Ahmedabad, em mong kho6a hoc
két thuic, sau thang nita thoi,” c6 ndi.

“T6i twdng co la co gai Bombay, bi mac ket trong mot thanh pho nho hay
gi do.”

“Anh ay ké cho anh nghe hét r6i sao? Hét tat ca?” c6 ay té veé sitng so.

“Kha nhiéu.”

“O vang, Bombay 1a mot thanh phd dep, nhung thanh phé ctia em 1a caa
em. Mén banh pao bhaji cia Ahmedabad ngon hon nhiéu”

T6i muon tro chuyén véi c6 thém nita, nhung toi phai di. Ho mai t6i vao
thé gidi cua ho, nhung t6i khong thé & 1au hon duoc.
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I1

T6i ng6i tredc mdy tinh nha minh & Singapore. Vo t6i dén ban lam viéc
cua toi lac nira dém.

“Anh c6 thé tam gac cau chuyén lic nay khong? Anh da lam nhitng gi c6
thé r6i. Néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra, cau ay sé cho anh biét,” nang ndi.

“U, nhung lic ndy ho dang & London. Cudc phau thuat di xong, Ali dang
tap luyén hoi sic hang ngay. Cau bé c6 thé san sang cam gdy bat c luc
nao.”

“Tw thang tredc dén gid anh c ndi lai chuyén nay su6t roéi. Gid, anh lam
on tat den dugc khong?”

T6i nam xuoéng ma nghi vé ho. Liic nay & London la ban ngay. Cac bac si
c6 dong y dé cau bé ra san cricket choi thir ngay hom nay khong? Chuyén gi
sé xdy ra khi cau bé d6i mat véi bong sau mot thoi gian dai nhw vay? Liéu
c6 tay m@i c6 du tinh nhay dé choi thé thao khong? Nhitng y nghi ¥ tiép tuc
16n vén trong dau khi téi chim vao giac ngu.

Sang hom sau t6i thitc day sém. T6i nhan dwgc tin nhan cta Govind.

Bac si dong y cho Ali choi 2 luot.
Lam on chap tay cau nguyén.
Se ra san ngay mai.

Hom sau t6i dén van phong. Gid London cham hon gid Singapore tam
tiéng, va toi phai kiém tra dién thoai trong gio nghi uéng ca phé lic 4 gio
chiéu. Khong c6 tin gi ca. Toi roi van phong lic 8 gio. Khi t6i dang ngoi
taxi thi dién thoai bao chuong.

“Ish ném bong cho Ali 2 Ian. Ali chay 1én va xoay. 6 diém...!”
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1.OI CAM ON

Cam on cac doc gia, chinh cac ban la nhitng nguwdi mang dén cho t6i moi
thanh cong va dong lyc. Gio day cudc doi toi thudc vé cac ban, va dwoc
phuc vu cac ban la diéu y nghia nhat doi to6i cé thé lam. Téi mudn chia sé
v6i cac ban mét diéu. T6i la ngudi rat tham vong trong viéc viét lach. Tuy
nhién, t6i khéng muén lam nha vin An P dwgc ngwdng md nhat. Toi chi
muén 1am nha vin An D6 dwgc yéu mén nhat. Long nguwdng mo 1oi ciing
qua di, chi tinh yéu mén la con mai.

Cam on Shinie Antony, nguwdi ban da & bén t6i sudt nhitng nam qua,
nguwoi da phé binh nghiém khac tdc pham cta t6i va ddm bao rang n6 phu
hgp vai sy thuwdng thite ctia doc gid. Cam on gia dinh, nhitng ngudi van lién
tuc ung ho moi cudc phiéu Iwu cua t6i. Pac biét la cdm on em trai Ketan
Bhagat vi nhitng phan héi quan trong cta cdu ay ti* Sydney, va cau tha
cricket 1ap di kiém anh ré Anand Suryanaryan vi da cho nhiéu kién thitc vé
cricket nhat.

Céam on nguoi dan Gujarat, ddc biét la nguwoi dan & Ahmedabad, noi toi da
c6 nhitng nam thang tuyét voi nhat va cé nhiéu anh huwéng nhat v6i doi toi.

Cam on nha xudt ban Rupa, ho da hién thyc hoa nhitng gidc mo cta t6i va
tiép tuc theo dudi muc tiéu thic day nguwdi An Do doc sach.

Cam on ban be trong nganh dién anh, nhitng nguwoi da tao cho toi mot
khong gian mé6i dé ké nhitng cau chuyén ctia minh, va moi ngay ho déu day
toi nhitng diéu méi mé, dac biét la cdc ban Atul Agnihotri, Raju Hirani,
Alvira Khan, Sharman Joshi, Vipul Shah, Imtiaz Ali, Shirish Kunder, Farah
Khan va Salman Khan.
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Cam on Madras Players va Nhom kich Evam, da chuyén thé cac cau
chuyén cua toi thanh nhitng va kich tuyét voi.

Cam on ban bé trong nganh truyén thong, nhat la nhitng nguoi da hiéu
nhitng mong muon cua té6i danh cho dat nuwdc, va vi da ¢ bén t6i.

Cam on cac dong nghiép & Deutsche Bank, cidc ban & Mumbai va
Hongkong.

Cam on Thuwong Dé, du con c6 mac sai lam thi ngwdi van tiép tuc doi theo
con.
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« Chu thich »

W Cricket don nhat (One-day-cricket) la mot kiéu choi cricket méi, ra doi
vao khoang thap nién 1960, 1970. Cac tran cricket dugc t6 chitc trong mot
ngay. Trwdc d6 chi co thé thirc d6i khang (Test Cricket) v&i moi tran dau kéo
dai nhiéu ngay, t6i da lam nam.

2 Piém s6 cta mon cricket bao gom diém s6 ghi dwgc trén so cau thu
danh bong bi loai. Vi du 256/2 titc 1a ghi dugc 256 diém va bi loai 2 nguoi.

& Nation Defence Academy: Hoc vién Quoc phong.

4 Theo tiéng Hindu, mama nghia la anh/em trai ctia me.

5 Mot cong ty dao tao va gido duc toan cau & An P9, cung cip dich vu
gido duc va dao tao trong linh vic cong nghé thong tin, tw van gidi phap
cong nghe.

© State Bank of India: Ngan hang nha nwéc An Pg.

1 Hai ky thuat phat béng trong moén cricket. Vi ngudi phat béng va cam
gay déu thuan tay phdi, phat béng kiéu outswing sé khién bong bay theo
cung dwong chéch vé bén phdi, khong hwdéng vao co thé cau tha danh béng.
Nguogc lai, inswing la kiéu phat sé lam khién bong bay theo cung duong
chéch veé bén trai va huéng vao co thé cua cau thu danh bong. Cac ky thuat
nay khac biét chu yéu nho cach cam bong.

& Dimsum, chi cac mén diém tam kiéu Trung Hoa.

B Cac cach tinh diém cua cricket: chay tir mot phia coc gon nay sang phia
coc gon bén kia: 1 diém, danh bong ra tGi vong bién cua san: 4 diém, danh
béng khong cham dat, bay ngoai vong bién (ké ca bay vao khan dai): 6 diém
(cao nhat).

w Nt dién vién ndi tiéng cia An DO.

w Theo truyén thong An Do, tré em s& vao chan ngudi 1én dé thé hién s
ton Kinh.

w1 Tai An g, ngay Cong hoa 1a mot trong ba ngay qudc 18, ky niém ngay
Hién phap An D6 lan dau c6 hiéu luc vao 26/1/1950.

https://thuviensach.vn



w1 Diwali 13 mét 18 hdi quan trong trong van héa An Po Gido, dién ra vao
dém 13 ky trang khuyét (tt'c dém 28) ctia thang Ashwin cho t6i ngay thit 2
ctia thang Kartika trong lich An Do. Pay con dwoc goi 1a 1&8 Anh sang vi moi
nguwoi cé phong tuc thap den dau bac vai (goi la dipa) dé an mung chién
thang cua than Krishna treéc Narakasura, biéu twgng cho chién thang cuaa
cai thién trudc cai ac.

L4 Con duwgc goi la “Test Match” hay “Test Cricket”, titc hinh thitc doi
khang gitta hai doi tuyén qudc gia v6i thoi gian thi dau kéo dai t6i da dugc
quy dinh trong vong 5 ngay. Trwong hgp doi tuyén nao dat chién thang trudc
5 ngay thi tran dau sé chdm dit sém, ngwgc lai néu vwgt qua 5 ngay van
chwa c6 doi thang cudc thi tran dau cling dugc két thac véi két qua hoa.

bl Theo luat 13 ctia mon cricket thé thirc doi khang, doi dan trudce it nhat
200 diém c6 thé tiép tuc ném bong sau lwgt dau tién va yéu cau doi con lai
phai tiép tuc danh béng thay vi luan phién ném bong nhw binh thwong. Bén
ném boéng thudng c6 nhiéu co héi ghi diém hon.

s Eden Gardens, san cricket 16n tai Kolkata, An D0.

11 Trong cac tran cricket doi khang hai lwgt ném bong, tuy thudc vao
chién thuat cua doi, khi da ghi dwgc da diém dé gianh chién thang, doi
treéng cta phia danh béng c6 thé tuyén bdé ngirng danh tiép bat cit khi nao
trong tran dau. Pay la m6t quyét dinh mao hiém vi néu dwa ra qua s6m thi
khoang céach diém s6 qua ngan, doi phuwong c6 thé dé dang vugt qua, hodc
qua mudn, khi khong con thoi gian dé hoan tat tran ddu dan dén két qua hoa.

wl Kendriya Vidyalaya: Mot hé thong treong cong lap thudc chinh quyén
trung wong An Do, dudi sy bao trg caa BO Phat trién Tai nguyén Con nguoi.

https://thuviensach.vn
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