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Nha vin nit BA TUNG LONG tén that 1a Lé Thj Bach Van, sinh ngdy 1-8-
1915 tai Da Nang, qué ndi & thi xa Hoi An. Khi cha vé Hoi An khai sinh
cho con, nhan viéen hg tich ghi ngay 21-4-1915. S@ di c6 sy ghi sai ngay
sinh ctia ba nhu vay vi bdy gio Pa Nang (titc Touranne) la thudc dia cta
thwe dan Phap, nén than phu ctia ba khong mudn con minh la dan xtt thudc
dia, mGi vé H6i An, qué ndi, lam gidy khai sinh cho con. Con ngay thang
trong khai sinh ghi 1on x0n la vi ly do chinh tri: Than sinh cta ba Iic dau
lam viéc trong mot cong ty tu cia ngoai quoc, c6 tham gia phong trao Duy
Tan do nha cac mang Phan Thanh Tai (cha cua Phan Ba Lan va Phan
Thuyét, sau nay la gido sw cac treong Trung hoc tw thuc Chan Thanh va
Pat Dttc) dan dau. Than phu ba lam lién lac vién cho phong trao. Khi
phong trao tan v, ong Phan Thanh Tai bi thiwc dan Phap bat dwa 1én doan
dau dai, va mot s6 khac bi day Con Dao.

Truwdc hiém hoa dy, than mau ba lanh vé H6i An an nau v6i me chong. Bay
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gi® ba noi cua ba cling da gia yéu. Vi chit hiéu, budc long than phu ba phai
thi vao s& Douanes (Thuong chanh — nay goi la Hai quan). Po la ly do co
bé Lé Thi Bach Van khai sinh ¢ Hoi An va ghi léch ngay chao doi ¢ Pa
Nang.

V1ra r6i, ngay 1 thang 8, cac con ctia ba c6 t6 chirc budi tiéc hop mat mirng
me tam muoi tudi, ngay do ding la sinh nhat cta ba.

Thoi gian than phu va lam viéc tai S& Thirong chanh Ba Nang, ba theo hoc
hét bac Tiéu hoc tai day, ro6i ra Hué hoc truong Trung hoc Bong Khanh.
Nam 1932, than phu ba do6i vao S6 Douanes Sai Gon thi ba hoc nhitng nam
cu6i ban Trung hoc tai Collége Des Jeunes Filles Indigéne (N trung hoc
Ban x1t), vi nit sinh mdc dong phuc do dai mau tim, cho nén ngudoi Sai Gon
quen goi 1a trudng Ao Tim. (Sau déi lai 1a truong Gia Long, méi cho dén
sau ngay mién Nam gidi phong, treong doi tén Trung hoc pho thong
Nguyén Thi Minh Khai cho dén nay).

Ba da viét cho Trang Phu Nit cia bdo Sai Thanh (sau doi tén la Saigon
Mdi) héi con ngbi ghé nha treong. Ngoai but danh Ba Tung Long, ba con
ky Lé Thi Bach Van.

Riéng but danh “Ba Tung Long” ba da ky trong muc G& Réi To Long cho
nhat bdo Saigon Mdi, muc Tam Tinh Céi Mé& cho nhat bao Tiéng Vang, va
trén bon muoi dau sach da xudt ban, v6i muwoi may truyén dai dang bao
chua in ra sach.

Nha van Ba Tung Long da di vao van dan Viét Nam vGi s¢ wu ai cua doc
gia nhiéu l\¥a tudi thoi bay gio.

Nam 1935, Ba Tung Long két hon v6i nha bao Hong Tiéu Nguyén Dirc
Huy tai Sai Gon. Nha bdo Hong Tiéu la nguoi Quang Ngai, cha but nhat
bao Sai Thanh bdy gio, chuyén trach muc Tranh Xa Hoi (Film du Jour), da
pha thoi hw tat xau xa hoi dwong thoi, dwdi but danh Nhw Hoa.

Bdy gi0 Ba Tung Long thué manchette (bang hiéu) t0 bao Tan Thai,
chuyén vé van dé phu nt, vi lic &y bao Phu Ni Tan Van da dinh ban. Khi
biét ba cha trwong t& Tan Thoi, mot s6 ban bé cli & truong Gia Long,
treong Pétrus Ky (Sai Gon), trudng Pellerin (Hué), da gép stec c6 dong cho
bao. Nho bao Tan Thoi chu trvong dé cap nhitng van dé thiét than cta chi
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em trong gidi phé binh dan, bdo dwgc nhiéu doc gia ung ho. Ba lai qui tu
dwgc nhiéu ban hoc cii cdng tac. Nguwoi ¢ xa thi g&i bai vé, nhitng nguoi &
quanh ving Sai Gon, Gia Dinh thi dén lam viéc ludn tai toa soan. Nhitng
cdy viét dy phan dong tén tudi con xa la vGi doc gia, va cling méi chan w6t
chan rdo budc vao lang bdo nhw ba. Nhung vé sau, sau nam 1952 ba &
Quéang Ngai veé lai Sai Gon, thi bat danh Tung Long cta ba da dugc “cau
chitng” trong lang van lang bao; nhu Nguyén Trong Tri da n6i danh la nha
tho Han Mac Tt dang duwong bénh & Qui Hoa; Nguyén Bic Nhuan ciling la
nha tho da dwgc ghi tén trong quyén Thi Nhan Hién Pai cua Hoai Thanh,
Hoai Chan (Nguyén Bic Nhuan nay khong phai But Tra Nguyén Dirc
Nhuan, anh chong Ba Tung Long); va mot nguwdi la Nam Quoc Cang, da trg
thanh nguwdi hung, hy sinh trong cudc biéu tinh chéng Phéap ctia phong trao
Tran Van On.

Nhac dén nha bao Nam Quéc Cang, ba nhé ky niém khi Nam Quoc Cang
gitt muc Chuyén Hang Tuan trén td tuan bao Tan Thoi, nha bdo nay viét;
“Nguoi Viét Nam ching t6i chi c6 bon quyén Tw do, d6 1a Ty do co bac,
T do ruwgu che, Ty do hat sach va Tw do di diém”.

Thé la trong mé6t budi hop bao tai dinh Thong d6c Nam Ky (Thong doc bay
gio la 6ng Khrautemer), ho cho doc bai dy gitta cudc hop béao, bdy gio gom
c6 cac 6ng Nguyén Phan Long chd nhiém bao Viét Nam, Nguyén Van Sam
chu nhiém bao Pud6c Nha Nam, But Tra chd nhiém bao Sai Thanh, va ba
Thuy An, vg cua Bang Duwong, chu nhiém bao Pan Ba. Vi tac gia Nam
Quoc Cang vang mat, nén Ba Tung Long da lanh da nhitng 10i chi trich ac
liét, nao la tac gia co tw twdng den tbi, cong kich chinh pha Phéap... Va Vién
Thong doc khong quén kém theo 16i de doa, lam moi nguwdi déu quay lai
mim cwdi nhin ba — chang biét mia mai hay thwong hai — chac ho nghi 1a ba
md&i buwdc vao lang bao, chwa biét su 1gi hai va nguy hiém cuia ludi kéo
kiém duyét!

Sau do, nguoi chu cho thué bang hiéu bao, thay bao ban chay lién tim cach
lay bdo lai, mac du chwa hét giao keéo. Bay gio (1936) ba dang 6m nghén,
va trong giao keo thué bao con long léo, lai nita cha bao ciing la ngudi bén
nha chong, nén ba bo luén to¢ bao, vé nha cu than sinh (dang & Sai Gon) dé
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nghi ngoi chuan bi sinh con. Ba sinh con géi dau long xong, sau d6 van di
day treong Ton Tho Twong va chi con viét cho trang Phu N ctia nhat bao
Sai Thanh. R6i nam 1949, Sai Gon bi may bay phe Péng Minh tha bom,
than sinh cia ba déi xuéng S& Douanes tinh Tra Vinh; 6ng ba But Tra vé
Tan An tranh bom. Ba ciing bé con theo chong vé qué Quang Ngai.

Pring ra, nguyén quan anh em 6ng Hong Tiéu & tinh Quang Nam, nhuwng cu
ndi xwa kia lam quan & Binh Thuan. Khi dau ndng, gia nhan dwa vé ngang
Quéng Ngai thi man phan tai day. Cu ba (la c6 cta tién si Pham Liéu, mot
trong Ngti Phung Té Phi xit Quang) la me cda than sinh anh em 6ng Bt
Tra — Hong Tiéu sau nay, & lai noi chon 6ng cu dé cu tang dai hiéu. Va réi
noi day trd thanh qué hwong thit hai caa toc ho Nguyén Dic...

Khi vé Quang Ngai, tinh ly cling bi bom quan dong minh, vg chong ba lai
chay 1én ving My Thang, Nghia Ky, noi c6 thang canh Thach Bich Ta
Duong, moi chiéu vé nang chiéu vao vach ndi tao nén mot vé dep ky éo, la
mot trong nhitng thang tich cua tinh Quang Ngai. Vi ¢ gan nui nén dém veé
gio lua lanh thau xuwong.

R06i Cach Mang thang 8 bung 1én, ba ket luon & day. Ba xin m& treong Tiéu
hoc lay tén la Tan Dan, day nhitng nguwdoi 16n tudi that hoc, ban ngay lam
viéc dong ang, t6i vé 16p hoc. Trong s6 d6 c6 can b hanh chanh, doan thé
dén hoc thém ngoai gio lam viéc. Ba gitp mot s6 anh chi em thi vao treong
Trung hoc Binh dan Chg Chua tinh Quang Ngai.

Sau nay, c6 vai ngudi hoc tro cii & trweong Tan Dan thud ay, da la can bo
cao cap, nhan dip vao Sai Gon, da tim dén tham ba. Gap s6 hoc tro cd, goi
ba nh¢ lai nhitng ky niém thdi chin ndm khang chién chéng Phép...

Bdy gio la thoi diem UBHC tinh Quang Ngai cha trwong tiéu thd khang
chién, 16p hoc ban ngay con nhd anh sang mat troi, dén 16p dém day anh
chi em can b, phai dot dén dau mu u, moi 1an 1én 16p 1a phai c6 hai nguwoi
hoc tro cam den mu u ditng hai bén cho ba gidng bai. Ba khong c6 sach dé
day mon Toan (Arithmétique) va Hinh hoc (Géométrie), nén phai ty soan
chwong trinh va soan nhitng bai gidng Viét van theo tri nhé dé day hoc (sau
nay goi la giao an).

Day hoc trong hoan canh thiéu thén nhuw vay dugc bén nam (tir 1945 dén
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1949), ba ciling dao tao nhiéu ngwdi dugc dwa vao treong Trung hoc Binh
dan (Chg Chua — Quang Ngai), gitp anh chi em can b trudce kia thiéu diéu
kién cap sach dén truwong, nay c6 thé tw hoc dé nang lén trinh d6 Trung hoc.
Sau do, Ty Gido duc dia phwong thdy ba day c6 hiéu qua, mdi lam Lién
hiéu trudng coi thém cac treong hoc quanh vung Nghia Ky.

Pén nam 1952, vi tinh trang kh6 khan chung trong vung khang chién, gia
dinh ba thiéu an, cac con va doéi chi vi lwong thang day hoc ctia ba vira mua
da hai muwoi ngay gao, cho du ba lanh théu c@, khan, bao gbi dé kiém thém
cling khong du tién nudi con. Gidi chitc dia phwong thong cam hoan canh
ba, chap thuan cho ba dan con vé vung tam chién. Khi do6 con trai Gt cta ba,
nay la nha van Nguyén Bong Thitrc mdéi tam thang tu6i. Bay gio ba vao Sai
Gon vdi cac con, 6ng Hong Tiéu ¢ lai.

Vao Sai Gon, Ba Tung Long vira day hoc vira viét bdo dé nudi con. Ba
nhan day Phap van cho cac treong trung hoc Tan Thinh, Pat Pic, Les
Lauriers... dong thoi viét truyén dai tirng ngay (feuilleton) cho cac nhat bao
xuat ban & Sai Gon. Sau 1954, ba viét thém cho cac bao Bong Nai, Tiéng
Vang, Tiéng Chuong, va cac tuan bdo Van Nghé Tién Phong, Phu Nt Dién
Pan, Phu Nt M¢i, Phu Nit Ngay Mai, Duy Tan, Pong Phuong... Va ba
chuyén trach muc G& R6i To Long trén bao Saigon Méi, va muc Tam Tinh
Cdi M@ cho bao Tiéng Vang. Pdc biét hai muc nay ba c6 rat nhiéu doc gia,
nhat la doc gia tré rat 4i mo.

Thoi dy, nhitng truyén dai cta ba vira két thtic trén bdo da c6 nha xuat ban
thuwong lwgng mua ban quyén dé in sach. Tt nam 1956 dén 1958, ba da cho
xudt ban trén hai mwoi dau sach, roi ttr 1963 dén 1972 ba tiép tuc cho xuat
ban trén hai muwoi dau sach nita. Nhitng dau sach ching t6i tra citu dugc in
kém dwédi day van con thiéu. Vi sau 1975 sach bao that lac rat nhiéu. May
nam gan day ba ciing c6 cho tai ban mdy cudn: Poi Con Gai, Hita Hen,
Tinh Giac Tinh Si, Tim Vé Bén Thuwong, Muoi Hai Bén Nuéc... nhung ba
khong dwoc hai l1ong vi nha xuat ban in gidy xau qud, thiéu tham my.

Ba Tung Long gac but tit nam 1972, nhw ba da trd 10i cudc phéng van cia
ky gid Tran Quan bao TIME nam 1961: “T6i viét van dé nudi con. Khi nao
cac con toi dia 16n treong thanh diu dat duwge dan em né, bdy gio toi sé
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nghi viét”.

Cho nén dén khi ngwoi con gai 16n ctia ba do cit nhan Khoa hoc (hién dang
cong tac tai Cong ty Dét Phong Phil) va mdy ngwoi con trai cia ba cling do
dat, thanh danh trong va ngoai nuwdc, da la giao sw, luat su... la ba toai
nguyen.

Va ba cling “géc but quy an” tir dao do...

Qua trinh di hoc:

- Hoc hét bac tiéu hoc trwong Tiéu hoc Ba Nang.

- Hoc m6t nam Trung hoc Pong Khanh — Hué.

- Chuyén vao hoc nam 2¢ Année (D€ nhi nién) truong Auo Tim (College
Des Jeunnes Filles Indigenes) — Sai Gon.

Qua trinh di day:

- Day Phap van cac treong Trung hoc Tan Thinh, Pat Pic, Les Lauriers &
Sai Gon (1950 — 1954).

- Lam Hiéu trueéng, Lién hiéu tredng cac trieong Tiéu hoc Binh dan Hoc hoi
0 Nghia Ky — Quang Ngai.

Qua trinh hoat dong Van hoc — Bao chi:

- Chu but Tuan bao Tan Thaoi (1935).

- Phu trach muc G& Ro6i To Long trén nhat bao Saigon M.

- Phu trdch muc Tam Tinh C&i M& trén nhat bao Tiéng Vang (1962 —
1972).

- Thu ky toa soan tuan bao Phu Ni¥ Dién Dan.

- D3 cong tac vGi cac tuan bao Van Nghé Tién Phong, Phu N Ngay Mai.

- ba viét tiéu thuyét (feuilleton) cho cac bdo ¢ Sai Gon tir nam 1954 1972.

- Pa 6 trén sau muoi dau sach dugce xuat ban tir nam 1956 dén 1972.

-Sau 1975 da tai ban va in méi trén mudi cubn sach.

(Hién nay tac pham cda Ba tung Long da bi that lac trén nam muwoi phan
tram).

Y niém ctia nha vin Ba Tung Long:

-“T6i vira viét tiéu thuyét cho béo, vira day con hoc, vira thao thuc don cho
con gdi di chg. Viét van doi véi ti da tré thanh chuyén nghiép ché khéng
phai viét theo cdm hitng”.
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-“T6i ngobi dau cling viét dugc va viét bat c& Iic nao, khi cé nhu cau... Toi
thich viét loai buit Bic myc mau den, viét trén gidy bao da in m6t mat.”
-“T6i viét van dé nudi con. Khi cac con t6i nhitng dita 16n tredng thanh, diu
dat dugc cac em ching, bdy gio t6i sé nghi viét.”

-“T6i lam bao chang nhitng khong bi gia dinh ré ring, ma con dwoc cha t6i
khuyén khich va choéng t6i diu dat. Toi ty xét minh, thdy trong hai muoi
nam lam bdo, t6i chwa hé “néi ldo an tién”...”

Trich " Hbi ky Ba Tung Long" 2002
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