


Muc Luc

PHAN I PHiA BAC SONG PAQUO
CHUONG MOT
CHUONG HAI
CHUONG BA
CHUONG BON
CHUONG NAM
CHUONG SAU
CHUONG BAY
CHUONG TAM
CHUONG CHIN
CHUONG MUOI
CHUONG MUOI MOT
CHUONG MUOI HAI
PHAN II CON NAI CAI LONG TRANG
CHUONG MUOI BA
CHUONG MUOI BON
CHUONG MUOI LAM
CHUONG MUOI SAU
CHUONG MUOI BAY
CHUONG MUOI TAM
CHUONG MUOI CHIN
CHUONG HAI MUOI
CHUONG HAI MUOI MOT
CHUONG HAI MUOI HAI
PHAN III CUOC PAU TAY DBOI
CHUONG HAI MUOI BA
CHUONG HAI MUOI TU
CHUONG HAI MUOI LAM

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG HAI MUOI SAU
CHUONG HAI MUOT BAY
CHUONG HAI MUOI TAM
CHUONG HAI MUOI CHIN
CHUONG BA MUOI
CHUONG BA MUOI MOT
CHUONG BA MUOI HAI
CHUONG BA MUOI BA

PHAN IV TO ONG BAP CAY
CHUONG BA MUOI TU
CHUONG BA MUOI LAM
CHUONG BA MUOI SAU
CHUONG BA MUOI BAY
CHUONG BA MUOI TAM
CHUONG BA MUOI CHIN
CHUONG BON MUOI
CHUONG BON MUOI MOT

PHAN V THI TRAN VANG BONG TRE
CHUONG BON MUOIT HAI
CHUONG BON MUOI BA
CHUONG BON MUOI BON
CHUONG BON MUOI LAM
CHUONG BON MUOI SAU
(Untitled)

https://thuviensach.vn



’PHI&N I
PHIA BAC SONG PAQUO
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CHUONG MOT

Co t6i dé dat nhitng bong hoa tai cai noi ma cdu con trai dy da chét, con co
gai thi bi bat céc.

CoO tdi vi c6 von vung vé va s@ hitu mot khuoén mét r6. Co khong co
nhiéu ban be.

CoO tdi vi ngudi ta yéu cau co tdi.

Co0 tGi vi c6 muon tai.

Long ngéng va va mo hoi, Lydia Johansson, c6 gai hai mwoi sau tuoi,
buéc doc theo 1é dat ctia duwong 112, noi ¢6 da do chiéc Honda Accord, roi
than trong di xudng doi, t6i cai bo 1ay 10i, noi con kénh dao Nuwdc den gap
song Paquenoke duc ngau.

Co0 t6i vi c6 nghi day la viéc nén lam.

Co téi mac du thay so.

Vita mdéi binh minh, nhung thang Tdm nam nay la thang n6ng nhat so
v6i nhiéu nam qua & Bac Carolina va bo dong phuc y td mau trang cuta
Lydia da wét mo hoi khi c6 bat dau budc vé phia khoang dat trong trén bo
song, xung quanh moc day liéu, son thu du va nhitng cdy nguyét qué tan
rong. CO dé dang nhan ra cai noi c6 dang tim kiém, vi cac dai bang vang
cta canh sat noi bat 1én trong swong mu.

Nhitng am thanh cta budi sang sém. Bay chim lan, mo0t con vat suc sao
béi thitc an trong cai bui ram gan do, nhitng lan gié néng nyc thdi gitta dam
lau lach va co dam lay.

Lay Chua, that dang sg, Lydia nha tham. Nhitng canh khung khiép nhat
tl* cac cudn tiéu thuyét ctia Stephen King va Dean Koontz ma hang dém co
hay doc, véi thit bau ban la mé6t vai Ben & Jerry’s hién 1én s6ng dong.

Lai c6 thém nhitng tiéng dong trong cai bui ram kia. Lydia ngdp ngirng
dirng budc, nhin xung quanh. Roi lai ti€p tuc.
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“Nay”, mot giong dan ong cat 1én. Rat gan.

Lydia thd hon hén va quay phat lai. Suyt nita thi roi b6 hoa. “Jesse, anh
lam t6i s¢ phat khiép.”

“Xin 16i.” Jesse Corn ditng & phia bén kia mot cay liéu rd, gan khu vure
da dugc chang day. Lydia nhan ra anh mat ho cung nhin cham cham vao
mot chd: dwong vé mau trang van con w6t trén nén dat, danh dau noi nguoi
ta tim thay xac cau con trai. Xung quanh vi tri dau Billy la mét ddam tham
mau ma c6, mot y t4, ngay lap tirc nhan ra la mau thdm xudng.

“Vay chuyén da xay ra & ddy,” Lydia thi tham.

“Phai, & day.” Jesse lau tran va stta sang lai mon téc vang lwon song. Bo
dong phuc anh ta dang mac bo dong phuc mau be cia S¢ Canh sat quan
Paquenoke nhau nhi, day bui. M6 hoi ra tao thanh nhitng khoang tham duéi
nach do. Anh ta ba muoi tudi, c6 vé dang yéu kiéu mot chia bé con. “Anh &
day bao 1au r6i?”, Lydia hoi.

“Toi khong biét. Chac la tir nam gio.”

“T6i trong thdy mot cai xe nita”, Lydia néi. “Phia dau dwong. Cé phai
Jim khong?”

“Khong. Ed Schaeffer ddy. Ong ta dang & bén kia song.” Jesse hat dau
chi b6 hoa. “Pep nhi.”

MGt lat sau, Lydia m@i nhin xuéng nhitng béng cic dai trong tay minh.
“Hai d6 la b6n muoi chin xu. Mua & Food Lion!l. Mua t6i hém qua. Vi t6i
biét 1a ching dau m& cira vao ldc sém nhw thé nay. O, c6 Deli, nhung ho
khong ban hoa.” C6 tw hoi tai sao bong dung minh lai néi nang lan man thé.
Co nhin xung quanh lan nita. “Chwa xac dinh dugc Mary Beth bi dwa di dau
a?”

Jesse lac dau. “Khong tam hoi.”

“Ttc la ca han cling khong thay dau.”

“Ca han.” Jesse nhin dong ho deo tay. R6i dwa anh mat khap mat nwdc
toi tham, nhitng dam sdy day dac va cé um tum, cai cau tau muc nat.

Lydia khong thich thdy mot anh chang cdnh sat quan, chung dién khau
sung luc by, lai dwong nhw cang thang chang kém gi co. Jesse bat dau di 1én
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swon doi day cé dé ra quoc 16. Anh ta ditng budc, liéc nhin bo hoa. “Chi c6
hai do la chin muoi chin xu thoi a?”

“Bon muoi chin xu. Mua ¢ Food Lion.”

“Ré day.” Anh chang canh sat tré tudi vira ndi vira nheo mat nhin vé phia
mot bai ménh mong ram rap co6. Anh ta lai di 1én swon doi. “T6i di 14y xe.”

Lydia Johansson budc tGi gan hién truong vu an hon. Co twdng twong
thady Chua Jesus, co twdng twgng thay cac thién than, va co cau nguyén may
phiut. C6 cau nguyén cho linh hon Billy Stail, bay gio da roi khéi cai xac
mau me cda cau, né dugc phat hién ra ngay choé nay, mégi saing hom qua. Co6
cau nguyén dé noi bat hanh dang dén viéng tham Tanner’s Corner sé két
thuc.

Co cling cau nguyén cho chinh ban than minh.

Lai c6 thém nhitng tiéng dong trong bui ram. Rang rac, sot soat.

Lic nay, ngay da rang hon, nhung mat trgi van chwa chiéu sang ca Bén
tau kénh Nudc den. Con song & doan nay sau, ven bg la nhitng cay liéu roi
bdi, nhitng than to cta tuyét tuing va bach - mot s6 con séng, mdot s da chét,
tat ca déu bam day réu va san day. Vé phia dong bac, cach day khong xa, 1a
dam lay Sau Tham!?!, va Lydia Johansson, ciing giéng nhu tat ca cac thanh
vién Nt Huwéng dao sinh tir tredc t6i nay cua quan Paquenoke, biét moi
truyén thuyét vé cai chon do: Nang tién vung H6, Nguoi 1ai tau khong
dau... Nhung chang phdi nhitng do anh ay khién co lo sg, ma la béng ma
cta chinh Bén tau kénh Nudc den - ké vira bat coc Mary Beth McConnell.

Lydia mé& xac, cham diéu thu6éc bang doi ban tay run ray. Cam thay binh
tinh hon mot chit. C6 bwdc doc theo bd song. Dirng lai bén dam cé nén va
c6 cao bi gi6 thoi rap xudng, chay sém.

Lydia nghe thdy tiéng xe hoi khéi dong trén dinh doi. Jesse chwa di chit?
Co0 nhin 1én phia d6, lo sg. Nhung c6 nhan ra chiéc xe ding yén. Chac chi
dé chay may diéu hoa khong khi, c6 do la thé. Khi lai nhin vé phia con
song, c6 thdy lau lach, cé nén va lia dai van dang rap xudng, rap ron, xao
xac.
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Nhu thé c6 ngwoi nao & dang kia, tién tdi sat hon nhitng dai bang vang,
cti thap nguoi xudng.

Nhung khong, khong, tat nhién khong phai vay. Chi la gié thdi, Lydia tw
nht. Va co vira dat b6 hoa Ién chac ba cia mot cay liéu den duia xu xi, cach
nét vé dang sg cai hinh ngwoi nam song soai, vay day mau tham nhw nuwéc
song khong xa. Co lai bat dau cau nguyén.

Bén kia song Paquenoke, Ed Schaeffer ditng dwa vao mot cay soi, phot
160 ddm muoi buoi sang s6m bay vo ve gan hai canh tay tho ra dwégi chiéc so
mi dong phuc cic tay ctia 6ng. R6i 6ng khom minh xem xét ti mi nén ritng
lan nita, tim kiém dau vét ga trai.

Ong phéi bam vao canh cay dé khoéi ngd. Ong kiét sitc dén chéng miit.
Ciing nhu hau hét cac dong nghiép trong sd, ong da thitc gan hai muoi tw
tiéng dong ho, tim kiém Mary Beth McConnell va ké bat c6c c6. Nhung
trong khi cac dong nghiép lan lwgt vé nha tam goi, an uong va nga 1dy may
tiéng, Ed van tiép tuc cudc tim kiém. Ong 1a ngudi nhiéu tudi nhat va to béo
nhat (ndm muoi mot tudi va nang chirng hai tram sau muoi tw pound)
nhung sy mét moi, cai doi va cac khép xwong citng do khong budc ong
ngirng tim kiém co gai.

Ed lai kiém tra nén rirng.

Ong an nit truyén ctia may bd dam. “Jesse, t6i day. Cau & d6 chiy?”

“T6i nghe.”

Ed thi tham: “T6i phat hién ra cac dau chan & ché nay. Ching con mdi.
MGt tiéng dong ho trudce 1a cung”.

“Ong nghi 1a hin a?”

“Thé con ai nita? Vao lic sang sém nhw thé nay, ¢ phia nay song
Paquo?”

“Xem chirng ong ding ddy,” Jesse Corn néi. “Thoat dau t6i khong tin,
nhung ong noi co ly.”

Luc trudc, Ed da dua ra gia thuyét la ga trai sé quay lai. Khong phai vi
cai y twdng qua sdo mon vé viéc ké tdi pham sé quay lai hién treong gay an,
ma vi gi van luon stt dung Bén tau kénh Nwdc den lam dia ban rinh rap, va
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du cé tw chudc 1ay bat cit rac réi gi trong sudt nhitng nam qua, ga bao gio
cling tr¢ vé day.

Ed quan sat xung quanh, sy s¢ hai thay thé cam giac kiét sitc khi ong
dam dam nhin co man nhitng canh 14 dan chang chit dang bao vay minh.
Lay Chiia, ngudi canh sat nghi, thing khon kiép & dau d6 gan day thoi. Ong
néi vao bo dam: “Dau vét c6 vé dang di chuyén vé phia cdu, nhung t6i
khong chac chan lam. Han gan nhw chi bwdc di trén 14 cay. Cau chua y day.
To6i sé tim hiéu xem han xudt phat tir cho nao”.

Hai dau goi kéu rang rac, Ed ditng thang day, nhe nhang hét mitc ma cai
than hinh to béo cho phép, di theo dau chan ga trai ngugc trd vé huwéng
ching xudt phat — vao sau hon trong rirng, cach xa con séng.

Ong di theo dau vét ga trai chitng mot tram feet thi nhin thay né dan dén
mot can choi san da cii — can choi xam xit da cho cho ba, bén thg san.
Nhitng khe ké sting t6i den va cho dé c6 vé hoang tan. BPugc, 6ng nghi.
Puoc... Han cé thé chang ¢ day dau. Nhung co ma...

Thé manh, Ed Schaeffer lam céi viéc 6ng chwa lam su6t gan mot nam
rudi nay: rit sing ra khoi bao. Ong cAm sting trong ban tay w6t mo hdi va
bat dau tién vé phia trwdc, mat dao t6i dao lui dén chéng mat, lic quan sat
can choi, lic quan sat nén rirng, quyét dinh dat nhitng bwdc chan sao cho
khong gay tiéng dong.

Thang nhai do6 c6 sing khong? Ed phan van ty héi, nhan ra minh dang
chang dugc che chan gi, y nhw mot nguwdi linh buwdce 1én dau cau cong su tro
trui. Ong hinh dung ra mét nong stng trudng ngay lap tirc xuat hién & mot
trong nhitng cai khe kia, nham xudng 6ng. Ed cam thdy noi khiép sg ap dén
va khom lung cudng cuong chay not mudi feet cudi cung t6i bén hong can
choi. Ong nép sat vao nhitng tdm van gb dai dau mua ning, 14y lai hoi tha
va than trong ldng nghe. Ong khong nghe dugc gi ngoai tiéng vo ve mo hd
cua dam coOn trung.

Puoc roi, Ed tv nhia. Nhin xem nao. Nhanh.

Trudc khi hét can dam, Ed ding thang day, nhin qua mét khe ké sting.

Khong c¢ ai.
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ROi 6ng nheo mat nhin xuéng san. Gwong mat 6ng né mot nu cudi tredc
nhitng thit 6ng nhin thay. “Jesse”, 6ng phan khadi n6i vao bd dam.

“T6i nghe.”

“To6i dang & cho can choi c6 1é cach con song m6t phan tw dam vé phia
bac. T6i nghi la thang khon khiép & day dém hom qua. Cé giady goi thitc an
va vo chai nwdc. Mot cudn bang dinh nhya nita. Va cau doan xem con cai
gi? T6i thdy mot tdam ban do.”

“Mot tam ban do?”

“Phai. C6 vé vé khu vuc nay. Biét dau n6 sé chi cho ching ta cho han
dang giit Mary Beth. Cau nghi thé nao?”

Nhung Ed Schaeffer khong bao gio biét dwge phan (tng cta anh chang
dong nghiép trudc bude tién tét dep trong cong viéc diéu tra nay. Tiéng
nguoi con gai thét 1én vang vong khap canh rirng va bé dam cua Jesse Corn
im bat.

Lydia Johansson trugt chan vé phia sau va lai thét 1én khi ga trai nhdy ra
tr mot dam lach cao, gitt 1ay hai canh tay c¢6 bang nhitng ngén tay bau chat.

“Qi, lay Chua, xin dirng 1am hai ti!”, cd van xin.

“Cam mom”, ga trai gian di thi tham, ng6 nghiéng xung quanh, nhitng
hanh dong giat cuc, anh mat day da tam. Ga cao va gay gio xuwong, giong
nhv phan l6n dam thiéu nién muoi sdu tudi & cac thi trdn nhé bang
Carolina, thém vao do, ga rat khoé. Da ga trng doé va noi cuc — trong co vé
1a do quét vao nhitng goc cay soi docl3! - va méi téc gi cit ngdn nham nhé,
y nhw ga da ty cat vay.

“T6i chi mang hoa dén... Vay thoi! T6i khong...”

“Xuyt”, ga trai thi thao.

Nhung nhitng moéng tay dai, ban thiu cia ga bam vao da Lydia khién c6
dau dén va c6 lai hét Ién. Ga tirc t6i 1y ban tay bit miéng c6. Co6 cam thay
nguoi ga ap sat nguoi cd, co ngwi thay cai mui chua 10m, khong tam goi.

Lydia van veo dau. “Cau lam t6i dau”, c6 rén ri noi.

“Hang cam mom!” Giong ga trai rit 1én tira nhitng canh cay bi pha bang
dang nit ra va nhitng hat nuwéc bot ban 1dm tdm trén mat Lydia. Ga lac c6
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dién cuong nhu thé c6 la mot con ch6 khong vang 16i cha. Mot bén giay vai
cua ga tudt ra trong luc vat 1on nhung ga khong chu y va lai bit miéng co
cho t6i khi c6 nging khang cu.

T trén dinh doi, Jesse Corn goi: “Lydia? C6 dau r6i?”.

“Xuyt”, ga trai lai canh cdo, cdp mat ma to, dién dai. “May ma hét 1én la
sé thiét than. Hiéu khong? May hiéu khéng?” Ga tho tay vao tdi quan, gio
ra cho Lydia xem con dao.

Co gat dau.

Ga trai day c6 di vé phia con song.

Oi, Xin dirng. Oi, xin dirng, Lydia thAim cau cttu than hd ménh ctia minh.
Pirng dé han dwa con dén dé.

Phia bac song Paquo...

Lydia ngoanh nhin lai va thay Jesse Corn ditng bén 1é duong, cach day
chttng mét tram thwdc, dung ban tay che anh nang ctia mat troi chwa 1én
cao, quan sat xung quanh. “Lydia?”, anh ta goi.

Ga trai day co di nhanh hon. “Lay Chua, di nao!”

“Nay!”, Jesse kéu lén, rot cudc ciing nhin thay ho. Anh ta chay xuéng
doi.

Nhung ho da dén bo song, noi ga trai gidu mot chiéc xuéng nhé dudi
dam sdy va co. Ga day Lydia xudng xuéng va day cho xuong troi, cheéo
manh sang bo bén kia. Ga dwa xuong 1én bo, kéo c6 ra khoi xuong. Roi 16i
cO vao rung.

“Chung ta di dau day?”, Lydia thi thao hoi.

“DPi gdap Mary Beth. May sé dugc ¢ cung co ay.”

“Tai sao?”, Lydia thi thao, va lic nay da ntrc ng. “Tai sao lai la t6i?”

Nhung ga trai khong noi gi nita, chi lo dang bung mong tay va 16i co di
theo han.

“Ed”, Jesse Corn an nit truyén khan cap. “Oi, that dep mat. Hin da bét
Lydia. Con t6i thi dé han thoat.”

“Hén cai gi?” Ging thd hon hén, Ed Schaeffer ditng lai. Ong da bat dau
di vé phia song sau khi nghe thdy tiéng thét.

“Lydia Johansson. Han bat cd co dy r6i.”
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“Me ki€p”, ngudi canh sat to béo lam bam, nhitng cau chii thé cta 6ng
cling chang xuat hién thuwong xuyén hon cai viéc rut sung khdi bao deo bén
hong. “Tai sao han lam vay?”

“Han khung”, Jesse noi. “Do6 1a ly do. Han sang song r6i va gio toi t6i
cho 6ng.”

“Pugc.” Ed suy nghi mot chit. “Han chac sé quay lai 14y cac thi trong
can choi. T6i sé nap bén trong, tom han khi han vao. Han cé stung khong
ha?”

“T6i khong nhin dugc.”

Ed thé dai. “Pwoc roi, 0... Téi day cang sém cang tot. Goi ca Jim nita.”

“T6i da goi roi.”

Ed tha ngo6n tay khéi nit truyén mau do6 va nhin qua dam cay bui vé phia
con song. Khong cé dau hiéu gi vé ga trai cing nan nhan méi cta ga. Thé
hon hén, Ed chay tré lai cin choi va tim thdy canh ctta. Ong da cho né m&
ra. N6 bat vé phia bén trong danh ram, Ed v6i va budc vao, khom minh
trdc khe ke sung.

Ong dang qué lo sg, qua hoi hop, qua tap trung vao viéc s& 1am khi g
trai xuat hién, dén noi thoat tién 6ng khéng cha y gi t6i hai hay ba dom ntra
den ntra vang veo qua tredc mat. Cling khong chu y gi t6i cdm giac ngua
ngira bat dau tir c6 réi chay xudng doc theo song lung.

Nhung tiép theo thi cAm gidc ngwa ngita bung no thanh con dau bong
rdy trén hai vai, chay xuéng hai canh tay va duwéi nach. “Oi, lay Chiia.” Ed
kéu 1én, thd hon hén, nhdy dung va bang hoang nhin cham cham vao hang
chuc con ong bép cay — vang dit din — dang bu tim trén da thit. Ong hét
hoang phti ching va hanh dong dy cang choc tic 1 ong. Chiing chich c6
tay ong, long ban tay, dau ngén tay. Ong thét 1én. Con dau nay kinh khiing
hon moi con dau 6ng da trdi qua — kinh khung hon lan gay chan, kinh
khting hon lan 6ng cam ldy chiéc chdo gang ma khong biét Jean da nhom
lo.

R6i bén trong can choi t6i 10 m& di do dan ong bap cay tuén ra tir cai to
mau xam khong 16 & mdt gbc — né da bi canh ctra dap vao sau ca da cua Ed.
R0 rang hang tram con ong dang tan c6ng 6ng. Ching ric vao toc 6ng, dau
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trén canh tay, trén tai, bo vao dudi 4o so mi va hai 6ng quan, nhw thé chiing
biét rang cam voi vao vai la vo ich va bdi vay ching tim kiém da thit ong.
Ong lao vé phia cta cin chdi, xé toac 40 so mi va khiép hai nhin thay titng
dam nhitng cai than cong bong loang bam chat vao nguc va bung minh.
Ong khéng ¢6 phti chiing di nita ma c? cim dau cdm 6 chay vao ring.

“Jesse, Jesse, Jesse!”, Ed kéu len nhung nhan ra giong ong chi con la
tiéng thi tham, nhitng vét ong chich vao c6 da lam c6 hong thit lai.

Chay! Ong tw nhi. Chay vé phia song.

Va ong chay. Véi téc lyc chua tirng thdy, lao qua cdy rirng. Déi chan
guong 1én dién cuong. Chay... Tiép tuc chay, 6ng ty ra 1énh cho minh. Btring
ding lai. Chay nhanh hon lii quy s bé ti nay. Hay nghi vé vo may. Hay
nghi vé hai dita con sinh d6i. Nao, nao, nao... S0 ong da b6t di mac du ong
van c6 thé nhin thdy ba mwoi hay bon muoi dom den bam chat trén da thit,
nhitng cai than sau gém ghiéc cong vé phia trwdc dé lai chich ong.

Ba phiit nita minh sé dén dwgc song. Minh sé nhdy xudng nwéc. Chiing
sé chét du6i. Minh sé 6n... Chay! Thoat khéi con dau nay... con dau nay...
L.am sao nhi*ng con vat nhé nhudng nay lai gay ra dau dén dén thé? Oi, dau
qua...

Ed chay nhu mot con ngwa dua, nhw mét con hwou, dap 1én tang tang
16p 16p cdy bui, ma qua nwéc mat, 6ng chi thady m¢ mo nhu swong mu.

Ong sé...

Nhwng, khoan nao, khoan nao. Cé gi khong 6n vay? Ed Schaeffer nhin
xuong va nhan ra rang minh khong hé chay.

Ong tham chi con khong ding. Ong ndm trén mit dat cach cin choi chi
chtrng ba muoi feet. B6i chan khong guong 1én chay dang giat lién hoi.

Ban tay Ed ro tim may bé dam va tuy ngon céi da sung to gap doi binh
thuong vi noc ong, 6ng van c6 gang bam dwgc nut truyén. Nhung, ding lic
ay, con roi loan chirc nang bat dau tir chan lan dén than minh, c6 va hai
canh tay khién 6ng danh roi cai may. Trong khoanh khac, 6ng nghe thay
giong Jesse Corn phat ra ti loa, va khi giong anh bién mat, 6ng lai nghe
thay tiéng nhitng con ong bap cay bay vu vu, am thanh d6 dan dan tré nén
manh nhw mot sgi chi va cudi cung tat ca chim vao im lang.
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CHUONG HAI

Chi Chtia mdi c6 thé cttu chita cho anh. Va Chua thi xem ra khong dinh lam
viéc nay.

biéu dy chang thanh van dé vi Lincoln Rhyme la con ngudi cia khoa
hoc chit dau phdi ctia than hoc, va béi vay anh da khong t&i Lourdes hay
Turin hay mot céi 1éu cua gido phai Baptist dé dwoc cau nguyén, hanh 1€,
ma anh da tGi day, tdi bénh vién ¢ Bac Carolina nay, vdi hy vong néu khong
hoi phuc dugc hoan toan thi chi it cling dwgc mot phan nao do.

Bay gi, Rhyme dang l4i chiéc xe 1in Storm Arrow!#! gin dong co, do
nhr mot chién ham nhé, theo bé doc xuéng khoi chiéc xe thung, chiéc xe
vira dua anh, anh chang phu ta va Amelia Sachs vugt nam tram dam - tw
Manhattan t6i. Ngam ong diéu khién bang déi méi hoan hdo, anh thanh
thao queo chiéc xe lan va tang toc do dé no di 1én via he, tién dén ctra chinh
Vién Nghién cttu Than kinh thudc Trung tam Y khoa Dai hoc Téng hop Bac
Carolina & Avery.

Thom gap lai bé doc cua chiéc Chrysler Grand Rollx den bong, chiéc xe
dugc thiét ké cho xe lan 1én xuéng dwoc.

“Panh nd vao khu vuc dé xe ctia nguoi tan tat”, Rhyme néi to va tim
tim cuoi.

Amelia Sachs nhuwén mot bén 16ng may véi Thom. Anh chang bao:
“Tam trang dang vui ddy. Hay tan dung di. Vi n6 sé khong kéo dai 1au dau”.

“Toi nghe thdy roi day”, Rhyme quat 16n.

Anh chang phu ta 1ai xe di va Sachs du6i kip Rhyme. C6 dang goi dién
bang di dong, dang cho két ndi v&i mot cong ty cho thué xe ¢ day. Tuan téi,
Thom sé phéi danh nhiéu thdi gian trong bénh vién cham s6c Rhyme, va
Sachs muo6n chu dong sap xép thdi gian cho ban than minh, cé thé la tham
tha cho6 no cho kia trong viing. Hon nita, c6 thich 1ai xe thé thao, chit khong
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thich 14i xe thung, va vé nguyén tac bao gio cling tranh nhitng loai xe ma
toc do toi da duwdi mot tram dam mot gio.

Sachs da mat nam phut chd két ndi va cudi cung cd buc bdi bo may.
“Cho thi em khong ngai, nhung nhac chuéng cia bon Muzak!®! that diéc ca
tai. Em sé goi lai sau vay.” Co nhin dong ho deo tay. “M6i mudi rudi.
Nhung troi nong qua. Em mudn noéi, nong qua thé.” Manhattan chang phai
la noi c6 khi hau 6n hoa nhat vao thang Tam, nhung né cling nam vé phia
bac hon nhiéu so véi Bac Carolina, va khi ho roi khoi thanh phé New York
ngay hom qua, di vé phia nam qua dwong ham Holland, nhiét d6 chwa t&i
bay muoil®, con khong khi thi kho rang.

Rhyme chang quan tam téi cai néng. Pau 6c anh dé ca vao nhiém vu sé
duwoc ddt ra cho anh tai day. TrvGc mat ho, canh cta tw dong md ra mot
cach ngoan ngoan (anh do rang n6 thudc cac tién nghi duwgc thiét ké cho
nguoi tan tat cua hang Tiffany) va ho buwdc vao day hanh lang mat mé.
Trong lic Sachs hoi tham dwong, Rhyme nhin xung quanh sanh chinh. Anh
dé y thdy c6 dam bdy chiéc xe lan khong dung xép tim tum lai vdi nhau,
day bui. Anh ty héi nhitng ngwdi tredc day da dung ching bay gio ra sao.
Co thé la viéc diéu tri thanh cong nén cudi cung ho vitt bé dugc ching dé tu
di hodc chong nang. C6 thé la mot so6 ngwdi bénh tinh tram trong thém, phai
nam liét givrong hodc ngoi xe lan lap may.

C6 thé 1a mot s6 nguwoi da qua doi.

“L6i nay”, Sachs ndi, hat dau chi day hanh lang phia trén. Thom cting
buwdc vao thang may (Cira rong gap doi binh thuwong, cé cac tay vin, cac nut
bam chi cach san gan ba feet) va vai pht sau ho tim thay day phong can
tim. Rhyme lan xe tGi tredc canh ctra, nhan ra hé thong chuéng ctra hién
hinh anh. Anh vui vé ho: “Vung oi, m@ ra” va canh ctia mé toang.

“Chung t6i hay dugc nghe cau ay lam”, ngwoi thuw ky trong nhanh nhen
néi dai giong. “Ong han 1a 6ng Rhyme. Tdi sé& thong bao véi béac si ring
ong da t6i.”

Tién si Cheryl Weaver chirng bon muoi lam tu6i, dang gon ghé, hgp thoi
trang. Rhyme dé y thay chi c6 anh mat tinh twong va déi ban tay, doi ban
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tay phu hgp v6i mét nha phau thuat, dwong nhw kha khée manh. Nhitng
moéng tay ngan, khong son. Chi ditng day khoi ban lam viéc, mim cuwdi bat
tay Sachs va Thom, r6i gat dau chao bénh nhan ctia minh: “Chao anh,
Lincoln”.

“Chao bac si.” Cap mat Rhyme luw6t qua tira dé rat nhiéu cudn sach xép
trén gia cua chi. R6i lwét qua vo so cac chitng chi, bang cp - tat ca déu cta
nhitng tredng uy tin, nhitng vién nghién citu tiéng tam, tuy nhién thanh tich
cta chi khong khién anh ngac nhién. Sau hang thang troi nghién citu,
Rhyme da chac chan rang Trung tdm Y khoa Pai hoc Tong hop Bac
Carolina & Avery la mdt trong nhitng trung tam y khoa tot nhat thé gidi.
Khoa ung buwéu va khoa mién dich cua trung tam nay thudc cac khoa dong
bénh nhan nhat nwdc. Vién than kinh cta Tién si Weaver cling xac 1ap tiéu
chuan cho viéc nghién ctu va diéu tri cac chan thwong tuy séng.

“That hay la cudi cung ciling cling dugc gap anh”, ngudi bac si n6i. Ban
tay chi dat bén trén mot tdi dung ho so bang bia mau vang day khoang ba
inch. HO so vé chinh minh, nha hinh sy hoc phong doan. (Ban khoan khong
biét dwdi dé muc tién lwong bénh la tir nao: “Co trién vong”? “Khong trién
vong”? Hay “V6 vong”?). “Lincoln, anh va toi da trao do6i véi nhau vai lan
trén dién thoai. Nhwng t6i van muon noéi so bo lai mét s6 van dé. Vi lgi ich
cua ca doi ben.”

Rhyme gat dau rat nhanh. Anh cling chuan bi tinh than chiu dung nhitng
tha tuc nao day, tuy nhién anh von rat thiéu kién nhan d6i véi nhitng cai
ruvom ra. Bat dau nghe cé vé dai dong van ty.

“Anh da doc tai liéu vé vién ching t6i r6i. Va anh biét ching t6i dang
tht mot ky thuat phuc hoi va tdi tao tiy song méi. Nhung to6i phai nhan
manh lai rang ddy méi chi 1a thuc nghiém théi.”

“T6i hiéu diéu d6.”

“Phan 16n nhitng bénh nhan liét t&¢ chi toi tirng diéu tri cé kién thirc vé
than kinh hoc con hon ca mét bac si da khoa. Va t6i chac chan anh khong
phai truong hgp ngoai 18.”

“Co6 mot so kién thitc khoa hoc”, Rhyme ndi coc 16c. “C6 mot so kién
thitc y khoa.” Va anh danh cho Weaver mét cai nhuin vai rat dac trung cta
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minh, mot ctt chi ma chi dwong nhw da chu y va ghi nhan.

Chi tiép tuc: “Cha, xin thit 16i néu t6i nhac lai nhitng van dé anh biét roi,
nhuwng viéc anh hiéu ro ky thuat nay c6 thé lam duwgc gi va khong thé lam
dwgc gi rat quan trong”.

“Xin moi chi”, Rhyme no6i. “Tiép tuc.”

“Phuwong phap tai vién ching t6i la doc toan lyc tdn cong vao khu vuc bi
thwong ton. Chung t6i st dung phau thuat giai ap truyén thong dé tai tao
cau tric xwong cta ban than cac dot séng va dé bao vé khu vurc cé xuat hién
thwong ton. R6i ching toi ghép hai thit vao khu vie bi thuwong ton: thi nhat
la m6t s6 m6 ctia hé théng than kinh ngoai bién ctia chinh bénh nhan. Va
thit hai 1a cac té bao ctia hé thong than kinh trung wong giai doan phoi bao,
do la...”

“A, cta ca map”, Rhyme noi.

“Pung ddy. Phai, ctia ca map xanh.”

“Lincoln da néi véi ching t6i diéu nay”, Sachs 1én tiéng. “Tai sao lai la
ca map a?”

“Vi nhitng 1y do lién quan dén tinh mién dich, sy twong thich véi co thé
nguwoi. Ngoai ra”, bac si Weaver vira cudi to vira bé sung thém, “do la loai
ca cuc ky 16n, nén tir mot con ching t6i c6 thé 14y dwgc rat nhiéu té bao
phoi”.

“Tai sao lai lay té bao ph6i?”, Sachs hoi.

“Hé thong than kinh trung wong & ngudi tredng thanh thi khdng téi sinh
mot cach ty nhién nita”, Rhyme néi giong cau kinh, sot rudt vi Sachs ngat
16i. “Hién nhién la hé than kinh ciia mé6t dira bé sé phai phat trién.”

“Chinh xac. R6i, bén canh phau thuat giai ap va viéc vi ghép, chuing t6i
con lam thém mot viéc - viéc nay khién ching t6i hét sitc hitng thu: ching
toi da diéu ché dwgc may thi thuéc méi ma ching t6i cho rang sé c6 tac
dong dang ké tGi kha nang tai sinh té bao.”

“Liéu c6 nguy co gi khong?”, Sachs hai.

Rhyme liéc nhin Sachs, hy vong bat gap anh mat c6. Anh biét vé cac
nguy co. Anh da quyét dinh. Anh khéng mudn c6 cat van bac si cta anh.
Nhung toan bd sy chd y ctia Sachs tdp trung vao Tién si Weaver. Rhyme
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nhan ra vé madt ctuia co: vé mat khi c6 xem mot birc anh chup hién treong vu
an.

“Tat nhién la cé cac nguy co. Ban than nhitng thit thuoc kia khong nguy
hiém lam. Nhung pho6i cua bat ct ngwoi liét ti chi mic do C4 nao cling déu
bi suy yéu. Binh thwong anh chang phai st dung dén may thd, nhung viéc
gdy mé c6 thé lam ngirng qua trinh hé hap. R6i thi tam trang cang thang
trong lic tién hanh cac tha tuc cé thé gay tang phan xa tu phat, dan dén tang
huyét ap tram trong — t6i chac chan nhitng kién thitc dy chang con xa la gi
doi vGi anh — va hau qua tiép theo sé c6 thé la dot quy hoac tai bién nao.
Ciing c6 nguy co bi danh hwédng do mo & khu vyre von da bi ton thwong — bay
gig anh khong c6 céi nang hay khéi u nao, nhwng viéc phau thuat va hinh
thanh cac chat dich c6 thé lam tang 4p suat, gay thém thwong ton.”

“Nghia la anh 4y c6 thé bi nang hon”, Sachs noi.

Tién s Weaver gat dau va nhin xudng tap ho so, rdo rang dé nhd lai diéu
gi, tuy nhién chi khong m@ tti ho so. Chi ngang dau nhin 1én. “Mot co giun
caa anh c6 hoat dong — ngén deo nhan & ban tay trai — va co vai, co c6 van
tot. Anh c6 thé sé mat phan nao nhitng kha nang dé, hoac mat tit ca. Va mat
kha nang tho ty nhién.”

Sachs van hoan toan bat dong. “T6i hiéu r6i”, cudi cung, co lén tiéng.
Loi 1€ thot ra twa hoi thd dai cang thang.

Anh mit nguoi bac si khong roi khoi Rhyme. “Va anh phai dit 1én ban
can nhitng nguy co nay cung vdi cai ma anh hy vong dat dugc — anh sé
chang thé lai ty budc di dwgce dau, néu ddy la diéu anh hy vong. Quy trinh
diéu tri loai nay tirng dat dwgc mdt so thanh cong nhat dinh déi v6i nhitng
chan thwong tuy song doan nguc va that lwng — la cadc doan & thap hon
nhiéu va it nghiém trong hon nhiéu so v@i treong hgp nhu anh. N6 chi dat
dwgc do6i chut thanh cong doi vdéi nhitng chan thwong tuy song doan co va
hoan toan khong dat dugc gi déi véi nhitng chan thwong mire do C4.”

“T6i thudc dang wa mao hiém”, Rhyme néi voi vang. Sachs nhin anh vé
lo lang. Vi c¢6 biét Lincoln Rhyme von khong phai la nguwdi wa mao hiém.
Anh von la nha khoa hoc séng theo nhitng nguyén tac c6 thé do dém va da
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dwgc sach vé chitng minh. Anh néi thém mot cach don gian: “T6i mudn
thure hién cudc phau thuat nay”.

Tién si Weaver gat dau va xem chirng khong hai long cling khong phat y
tredc quyét dinh cia Rhyme. “Anh sé phai lam m6t s6 xét nghiém, viéc nay
sé mat vai tiéng dong ho. Cudc phau thuat dwogc 1én lich vao ngay kia. Toi
c6 ca nghin t0 khai va cau hoi dé anh dién. T6i sé di 14y ching lai ngay cho
anh.”

Sachs dirng day, di theo ngwdi bac si ra khoi phong. Rhyme nghe thay co
noi: “Thwa bac si, toi c6 mot...”. Canh cira dong danh cach.

“Am muu”, Rhyme 1dm bam vé&i Thom. “Linh thuong néi loan.”

“Co ay lo lang cho anh.”

“Lo lang? Cai c6 gai dé lai xe mot tram nam muoi ddm mot gid va choi
tro ban sting & Nam Bronx!Zl. T6i chi sdp stra dugc dwa vao ngudi it t& bao
cua ca con thoi ma.”

“Anh biét t6i dang néi gi.”

Rhyme s6t rudt lac lw dau. Anh mét anh lang thang di t6i mot géc vin
phong ctia Tién si Weaver, noi c6 dat mot dai xwong song — xem chirng la
xwong song that - dira vao mot gia do kim loai. N6 c6é vé qua yéu 6t dé lam
tru cho cai co thé con ngwoi day phitc tap ti'ng bam trén no.

Canh ctrta m@ ra. Sachs buwéc vao van phong. Mot ngudi nita budc vao
theo sau c6, nhung khong phdi Tién si Weaver. Nguwoi dan 6ng cao, dang
gon ghé trir cai bung hoi phé, mac bo dong phuc canh sat quan mau nau
vang. Vé nghiém trang, Sachs néi: “Anh cé khach day”.

Trong thdy Rhyme, nguwdi dan 6ng bé chiéc mii dong phuc cé vanh tron
xung quanh ra va gt dau chao. Anh mét anh ta khong phéng ngay téi co
thé Rhyme nhv phan 16n nguwoi ta thuwong lam khi gap anh, ma t6i dai
xuwong song duge dat dya vao gia d& dang sau ban lam viéc cua béc si. Roi
md&i quay lai nha hinh sy hoc. “Thwa sép. T6i la Jim Bell. Em ho Roland
Bell. Anh 4y bdo t6i rang sép sé cé mat tai thi tran nay va to6i da lai xe dén
day tw Tanner’s Conrner.”
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Roland lam viéc tai S&@ Canh sat New York va ting hgp tac véi Rhyme
trong vai vu. Anh ta hién dang la cong sy cua Lon Sellitto, mot tham t
Rhyme quen biét nhiéu nam nay. Roland da dwa cho Rhyme tén may nguoi
ba con dé anh c6 thé goi khi ti€én hanh phau thuat & Bac Carolina, phong
treong hgp anh muén c6 ai do6 t6i choi. Jim Bell nam trong s6 mdy nguoi
nay, Rhyme nh¢ ra vay. Nhin qua vién canh st quan vé phia khung ctra,
qua day thién than nhan ai cta anh, Tién si Weaver, sé quay lai, nha hinh sy
hoc lo dang n6i: “Rat vui dwgc gap anh”.

Bell mim cwdi nghiém trang. Anh ta dap 10i: “Thuc sy, thwa sép, t6i
khong nghi rang sép sé thay vui ming lau dau”.
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CHUONG BA

Rhyme c6 thé nhan ra nhitng nét giéng nhau khi anh tap trung hon vao vi
khach.

Cung cai voc nguoi ran chac, d6i ban tay dai, mai téc bat dau thwa, cung
cai vé dé tinh nhw cua 6ng anh ho Roland & New York. Céi anh chang Bell
nay trong ram nang va vam vo hon. Co 1€ di cau kéo va san ban nhiéu. Mot
chiéc mii Stetson!8! hin s& pht hop véi anh ta hon chiéc mii canh sat quan.
Bell ng6i xuong chiéc ghé dwa bén canh Thom.

“Chung t6i c6 mot van deé, thwa sép.”

“Xin ctt goi t6i bang tén.”

“Tiép tuc di”, Sachs bao Bell. “Hay néi v6i anh dy chuyén anh vira néi
vOi 10i.”

Rhyme liéc nhin Sachs lanh nhat. C6 4y méi gap ngudi dan 6ng nay ba
phut treée va ho da kip cau két véi nhau gi thé khong biét.

“Toi la canh sat trrdng quan Paquenoke. Cach day chirng hai muoi dam
vé phia déng. Chuing t6i gdp phdi tinh huéng nay va toéi suy nghi vé nhitng
gi anh ho t6i néi véi to6i — anh ay khéng c6 da 10i dé danh gia sép cho hét
duoc, thwa sép...”

Rhyme sot rudt gat dau ra hiéu bao Bell tiép tuc. Tw nha tham vi bac si
cta anh & ché quai quy nao r6i? Chi ta phai dao bgi bao nhiéu t¢ khai thé
khong biét? Liéu chi ta c6 cung tham gia vao cai am muu nay khong?

“Du sao thi, tinh huéng nay... T6i nghi la minh sé dén va xem sép c6 thé
danh cho chuit it thoi gian khong.”

Rhyme cuoi to, tiéng cwoi hoan toan chang biéu 16 chit hai hwéc nao.
“Toi chuan bi 1én ban mo ro6i.”

“0, t6i hidu diéu dé. Ddi nao toi lai can thiép vao ké hoach cta sép. Toi
chi mu6n xin sé€p may tiéng dong ho... Toi hy vong rang ching to6i khong
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can sép phdi gitip d& nhiéu lam. Sép thay ddy, anh Rol da néi véi toi vé mot
sO viéc sép tirng lam trong nhitng cudc diéu tra trén mién Bac. Ching toi cé
cac thiét bi kham nghiém hién treong co ban, nhwng phan 1én cong tac
kham nghiém van dugc chuyén dén Elizabeth City - chi huy s& gan nhat cta
canh sat bang - hoac Raleigh. Phai mat hang tuan 1é méi c6 duwgc cau tra 101.
Va ching t6i thi khong c6 dén hang tuan 1é. Thoi gian cta ching t6i chi
tinh bang tiéng dong ho thoi. La 1au nhat.”

“Pé lam gi?”

“Pé tim ra hai c6 gai bi bat coc.”

“Bat coc thudc trach nhiém cua lién bang”, Rhyme néu y kién. “Hay goi
FBIL.”

“T6i khong thé nhé ndi lan cudi cung c6 mot dac vu lién bang dén day la
bao gid, trir ddm nhan vién ATF? lo bat regu 1au. Cho dwgc FBI dén day
va bat dau diéu tra thi hai c6 gai d6 da chang con hy vong gi.”

“Hay néi cho ching t6i biét chuyén xdy ra nhw thé nao”, Sachs bao. Co
dang v0 vit deo bo mat quan tam, Rhyme tham hoai nghi nhan xét — va kém
theo la sy bat man.

Bell n6i: “Ngay hdm qua, mdt nam sinh trung hoc ctia ching tdi bi giét
va mot nit sinh vién dai hoc bi bat c6c. Roi sang nay, doi twgng quay lai bat
coc mot cO gai nita”. Rhyme dé y thdy gwong mat nguwdi dan ong t6i sam.
“Han dit bdy va mot canh sat ctia chiing tdi bi thwong ning. Ong 4y hién
dang nam tai trung tam y khoa nay, trong tinh trang hon mé.”

Rhyme nhan ra Sachs da théi choc méng tay vao téc gai dau va lang
nghe Bell n6i mot cach say mé. Cha, c6 1é ho chang phai nhitng ké dong
muu, nhirng Rhyme biét 1y do tai sao c0 lai quan tdm téi mot vu ma ho
khong con thoi gian tham gia nhw vay. Va anh khong thich cai 1y do ay chuit
nao. “Amelia”, anh 1én tiéng, lanh lung liéc nhin chiéc dong ho treo twong
trong van phong Tién si Weaver.

“Tai sao lai khong, Rhyme? Viéc d6 c6 thé lam hai gi chit?” Co hat mai
toc do ra khoi bo vai, trén bo vai cd6 n6 dang buong dai twa nhv mot thac
nuwdc bat dong.
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Bell lai li€c qua dai xwong song dat ¢ goc phong. “Chiing t6i 1a mot don
nho, thua sép. Chuing t6i da lam nhitng gi c6 thé - tat ca nhan vién cuta t6i va
mot s6 nguwdi khac nita da tim kiém sudt dém. Nhung, thue té 14, ching toi
chang thé tim thay han hay Mary Beth. Chuing t6i cho rang Ed, vién canh
sat dang hon mé, da xem tdm ban do chi hwéng thang nhai di. Tuy nhién,
cac bac si khong biét Iic nao 6ng dy mdi tinh lai, ma cling khong biét 6ng
ay c6 tinh lai dugc khong nita.” Anh ta nhin lai vao mat Rhyme, vé nai ni.
“Chung toi chac chan rat biét on néu sép cé thé xem nhitng chitng cit ching
toi tim thay va cho ching t6i bat ¢t goi y nao vé hwéng thang nhai di.
Chung t6i khong giadi quyét ndi van dé. T6i rat can sy gitp do.”

Nhuwng Rhyme khong hiéu. Cong viéc cia mdt nha hinh sy hoc la phan
tich nhitng chitng ct dé ho trg cac diéu tra vién xac dinh tha pham va tiép
theo dé budc toi han tredc toa. “Cac anh biét doi twgng la ai, cac anh biét
noi han séng. Uy vién cong t0 ctia cac anh sé c6 mot vu that kin ké.” Tham
chi néu ho da tién hanh kham nghiém hién triong chang dau vao dau — dam
nhan vién thue thi phap luat & cac thi tran nho thira kha nang dé xdy ra viéc
nay — cting con vo6 khdi chitng ¢t cho toa an két an trong toi.

“Khong, khong — khong phai chuyén xét xi khién ching tdi lo lang,
thua sép. Van deé la tim thay han trwdc khi han giét hai c6 gai kia. Hay it
nhat 1a Lydia. Ching t6i nghi Mary Beth c6 thé da chét r6i. Sép thdy day,
khi vu viéc nay xay ra, t6i da gié cuon huéng dan canh sat bang vé diéu tra
trong t0i. Sach ndi rang trong mot truong hgp bat céc cudng hiép, thong
thwong anh c6 hai muoi tu tiéng dong ho dé tim thay nan nhan, sau khoang
thoi gian d6 nan nhan trd nén mat tinh ngwdi dwdi con mat ké bat coc va
han sé giét ho chang can suy nghi gi.”

Sachs hoi: “Anh goi d6i twong la thang nhai. Han bao nhiéu tu6i?”.

“Muoi sau.”

“Vi thanh nién.”

“Vé nguyén tac la thé”, Bell n6i. “Nhung lich st pham t6i ctia han t6i té
hon phan 16n nhitng ké gay toi da thanh nién & day.”

“Cac anh lam viéc v6i gia dinh han roi chit?”, Sachs hoi, y nhw thé chac
chan c6 va Rhyme sé tham gia vu an vay.
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“Cha me dé da chét. Han c6 cha me nudi. Ching t6i t6i nha ho va xem
xét phong han. Khong phat hién thdy cai ctra 1at bi mat nao, cling khong
phat hién thay nhat ky hay bat c thit gi.”

Chang bao gio phat hién duwgc gi dau, Lincoln Rhyme ti nha tham, chan
thanh mong ngudi dan 6ng nay sé mau mau mang nhitng van dé cua anh ta
quay vé vGi cai quan phat am dén méo ca miéng.

“Em nghi chung ta nén tham gia, Rhyme”, Sachs noi.

“Sachs, cudc phau thuat...”

Co tiép tuc: “Hai nan nhan trong vong hai ngay? Han c6 thé thudc loai
toi pham thyc hién hang loat vu”. Toi pham thuc hién hang loat vu giong
nhu con nghién. D€ théa man noi khat thém bao lyc ngay cang tang, tan
suat va mic do nghiém trong trong nhitng hanh dong ctia chiing sé ngay
cang tang.

Bell gat dau. “Chi dung day. Ngoai ra, con nhitng viéc tdi chwa dé cap.
Hai nam qua & quan Paquenoke c6 ba cai chét khac nita va mdi vai ngay
tredc day thoi c6 mot vu ty tr dang nghi van. Chuing t6i nghi c6 thé thang
nhai lién quan dén tat cd nhitng tredng hgp nay. Chung t6i chi khong tim
thay da bang chitng dé bat han.”

Nhung lic bay gio t6i khong tham gia vao cudc diéu tra, bay gig, toi co
tham gia khong nhi? Rhyme ty nha, trieéc khi ngdm nghi ra rang long kiéu
hanh rat c6 thé la thi? tgi 16i sé tan cong anh.

Anh mién cwong cam thdy cai hop so6 trong dau 6c minh bat dau chuyén
dong, ma yéu t6 kich thich la nhitng van dé hoc bua ctia vu an. Céi da gitt
cho Lincoln Rhyme khong phat dién ké tir Itic gap tai nan - cai da khién anh
khong tim dén mot dng Jack Kevorkian!1% nao ddy dé duoc tro gitp tw ti -
chinh la nhitng thach thitc tri tué nhw thé nay.

“Cu0c phau thuat cia anh ngay kia mdi tién hanh, Rhyme”, Sachs thuyét
phuc. “Va tir nay tdi lic phau thuat anh chi cé cac xét nghiém do théi.”

A, nhitng déng co ngdm ngam ctua em dang hién ra kia, Sachs. ..

Nhung c6 da ghi duwgc diém. Rhyme dang nhin vao khoang thoi gian
nhan roi xong xénh trdc mat. Va no sé la khoang thoi gian nhan roi truéc
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phau thuat - titc sé khong c6 rugu Scotch mwoi tdm nam. Du sao thi mot
nguwoi liét t& chi biét lam gi & mat thi tran nhd cia Bac Carolina day? Ké
thi ghé gém nhat cia Rhyme khong phai la cac con co that, noéi dau dén
twong twong hay ching tang phan xa von van khién nhitng bénh nhan mac
bénh tuy séng kho s@, ma né la tdm trang buon té.

“Toi sé cho cac anh m6t ngay”, cudi cung Rhyme néi. “Mién sao la n6
khong tri hoan cudc phau thuat. T6i da phai & trong danh sach chd mo suot
muoi bon thang.”

“bong y, thwa sép”, Bell tra 10i. Guwong mdt mét moi ctia anh ta sang 1én.

Nhwng Thom lac dau. “Nghe nay, Lincoln, ching ta khong ¢ day dé lam
viéc. Ching ta & day dé mo cho anh va roi tré vé nha. To6i dau c6 dwgc mot
ntra so thiét bi can thiét dé cham sé6c anh néu anh lam viéc.”

“Chung ta dang ¢ trong mot bénh vién, Thom. T6i chang ngac nhién néu
tim thdy hau hét nhitng gi cau can & day. Chung ta sé trao doi véi Tién si
Weaver. To6i chac chan chi dy sé vui vé gitip do ching ta.”

Anh chang phu ta, dém dang trong chiéc 4o so mi trang, quan va ca vat
mau nau vang la phang phiu, néi: “Xin nhé cho, t6i khong nghi day la y
kién hay dau.”

“Nhung cling giong nhw cac tay thg san & moi noi — du di lai dugc hay
khong - mot khi Lincoln Rhyme da quyét dinh dudi theo con méi, khong co
gi la van dé nita. Luc nay, anh phét 160 Thom va bat dau tham van Jim Bell.
“Han chay trén bao lau r6i?”

“M6i vai tiéng dong ho”, Bell néi. “Viéc toi sé lam la yéu cau mot canh
sat dem dén cac chitng ct ma ching t6i da tim thay va c6 thé ca ban dé
vung nay. Toi dang nghi...”

Nhung giong Bell nho dén khi Rhyme lac dau va cau may. Sachs nin
cuoi, co biét diéu gi chuan bi tGi.

“Khong”, Rhyme dap dit khoat. “Chting t6i sé tdi chd cac anh. Cac anh
sé phdi bo tri dia diém cho chiing t6i - néi lai xem quan ly ¢ dau nhi?”

“Um, Tanner's Corner.”
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“B0 tri dia diém dé ching t6i c6 thé lam viéc. Toi sé can mét trg 1y
kham nghiém hién trwong... Cac anh c6 la-bo!! tai tru s& chi?”

“Chung toi ay a?”, vién canh sat treong bai roi héi. “Hau nhw khéng c6
gL.”

“Pugc roi, ching t6i sé cho anh danh sach cac thiét bi ching t6i can.
Anh c6é thé muon tir canh sat bang.” Rhyme nhin dong ho treo twong.
“Chung t6i c6 thé téi do sau nira tiéng. Bung khong, Thom?”

“Lincoln ..”

“Pung khong?”

“Nura tiéng”, anh chang phu ta nhan nhuc 1am bam.

Bdy gio ' thi ai ¢ trong tdm trang khong vui day?

“Hay lay cac td khai & cho Tién si Weaver. Mang chiing theo. Cau c6 thé
dién thong tin trong ltic Sachs va t6i lam viéc.”

“Puwogc roi, dugc roi.”

Sachs dang ghi mot danh sach cac thiét bi kham nghiém hién trudng co
ban. Co gio 1én cho Rhyme doc. Anh gat dau, roi néi: “B6 sung thém thiét
bi xac dinh mat do. Nhitng cai khac c6 vé 6n roi”.

Sachs bd sung thém vao danh sach roi dua cho Bell. Anh ta doc, ngap
ngirng gat dau: “Vang, toi sé cd gang. Nhung t6i thwc khong mudn sép bi
phién phtrc qua...”.

“Jim, hy vong t6i c6 thé phat biéu thang than.”

“Tat nhién a.”

Nha hinh sy ha thap giong: “Chi xem xét mot chit chitng ct sé khong
dem dén tac dung gi. Néu viéc nay dugc thyc hién, Amelia va t6i sé chiu
trach nhiém san dudi doi twgng. Chiu trach nhiém mot tram phan tram. Bay
gi0, anh thanh that n6i xem — nhw thé c6 gay rac roi gi cho ai khong?”.

“To6i xin dam bao la khong”, Bell tra 10i.

“T6t. Bay gio thi anh nén di 1ay céac thiét bi d6. Chung to6i phdi di chuyén
day.”

Va cénh sat trudng Bell con ditng dé mot 1at, gat dau, mot tay cam mdj,
mot tay cam ban danh sach Sachs dwa, treéc khi bude vé phia ctra. Rhyme
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chac chan rang 6ng anh ho Roland, m6t ngudi mang nhiéu déc tinh cta dan
mién Nam, c6 vé mat hoan toan giong vé mat vién canh sat truéng. Rhyme
khong nhé chinh xac cau thanh ngit d6 thé nao, nhwng dai khai né lién quan
dén dudi con gaull2!.

“0, con mot diéu nita”, Sachs néi, goi theo Bell vira bwéc qua ctra. Anh
ta dirng chan, quay dau lai. “Poi twgng? Tén han la gi?”

“Garrett Hanlon. Nhung ¢ Tanner’s Corner ngudi ta goi han la Thang
Bo.”

TTTTT

Paquenoke la m&t quan nho nam & man déng bac Bac Carolina. Tanner's
Corner, gan nhu ¢ trung tam cua quan, la thi tran 16n nhat va dwgc vay boc
bai titng cum nhitng khu dan cv cling nhe nhitng khu budon ban nho hon,
chwa chinh thitc thudoc pham vi chinh quyén quan ly, vi du khu Bén tau
kénh Nuwéc den co cum bén song Paquenoke - ma hau hét dan dia phwong
goi la séng Paquo - cach quan ly vai dam vé phia bac.

Vé phia nam con song tap trung phan 1én cac khu vie dan cuw va budn
ban ctia quan. Phia nay rdi rdc nhitng dam lay, nhitng canh rirng, dong
rudng va nhitng cdi ao tinh lang. Gan nhu tat ca dan cw déu sinh song & phia
nay ca. Ngugc lai, phia bac Song Paquo, dia hinh rat nguy hiém. Bam lay
Sau Tham tirng 14n vao, nudt mat nhitng khu nha lvu dong, nhitng khu nha
c6 dinh, vai nha may xay va xi nghiép bén bo song. Cac bai lay udn khic da
thay thé cho nhitng céi ao, nhitng dong rudong va ritng, chu yéu la ritng gia,
thi khong thé vao dugc, trir phi nguwdi ta dd may man dé tim thay mot 16i
mon. Chang ai sinh song & phia dy ctia con song trtv dam rwgu lau, ma tay
va nhitng ké d& hoi ro dai. Tham chi canh tho san ciing tranh khu vic nay
sau sy viéc bay lon 1oi dudi theo Tal Harper cach day hai nam, nira bay da
bi ban chét van khong khién s6 con lai ngitng ngdu nghién can xé anh ta
trede khi co sy trg giap.
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Giong nhw hau hét ngudi trong quan, Lydia Johansson hiém khi di vé
phia bac song Paquo, va néu di thi khong bao gio di qua xa khoi thi tran.
Lic nay, v6i noi tuyét vong clng cuc, c6 nhan ra rang c¢6 da budc qua cai
ranh giéi nao day dé dat chan sang mdt chon ma t d6 cé 1é co sé khong
bao gig trd vé - cai ranh gigi khong chi don thuan vé dia 1y, n6 con la ranh
gigi vé tinh than.

Tat nhién, co khiép sg bi kéo 1é dang sau céi sinh vat nay - khiép sg cai
cach ga nhin ngé khap co thé co, khiép sg sw dung cham cta ga, khiép so bi
chét bdi cai nong - hodc bdi say nang, bdi ran can — nhwng diéu khién c6
khiép sg nhat la c6 y thitc dugc rang c6 da bo lai sau lwng, phia nam con
song, doi song dé chiu, mong manh, nho bé ctia minh: vai ban bé va cac y ta
cung lam viéc tai phong bénh, anh chang bac s ma c6 mat cong tan tinh vo
ich, nhitng bita tiéc pizza, bd phim Siéneld chiéu lai trén truyén hinh, may
cu6n truyén kinh di, mén kem lanh, dam chéau con chi gai c6. C6 tham chi
con khao khat ngoanh lai nhitng quang thdgi gian kho s& trong cudc doi -
cudc vat 1on véi can nang, cudc dau tranh dé bé thuoc 14, nhitng dém don
cOi, s thiéu vang dang dang nhitng cu dién thoai tir nguwdi dan 6ng c6 thi
thodng gap (c6 goi anh ta la “ban trai”, tuy c6 biét rang dé chi la mo
twong)... Gio day ngay ca nhitng diéu nay cling duwdng nhu gay nén noi dau
x0t manh liét, don gian badi chung qua than thudc.

Nhung bén Lydia gio day khong cé 1ay mot chit an i nao.

C0 nhd cai canh twgng khing khiép tai can choi san — Ed Schaeffer nam
bat tinh nhan s trén nén dat, hai canh tay va khuon mat bi bay ong bap cay
dot suwng vu mot cach quai di. Garrett da lam bam: “DPang 1€ 1do ta khong
duwgce dong vao ching. BDam ong bap cay chi tdn cong khi gap nguy hiém
thoi. D6 1a 16i cna lao ta”. Ga tw tw bwdc vao bén trong can choi nhat nhanh
nhitng th gi d6, ddm ong phdt 16 han. Ga tréi tay Lydia ra phia treéc bang
bang dinh nhwa, r6i dan c6 di xuyén qua ring cho t6i lic nay da dwoc vai
dam.

Ga trai boi roi di chuyén, kéo giat c6 vé mot hudng, roi lai kéo giat c6 vé
mot hwdng khac. Ga tw ndi véi minh. Ga gai nhitng vét dé trén mat. Mot
lan, ga ding chan bén mot viing nwdc va nhin cham cham. Ga dgi cho may
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con rép hay nhén gi d6 nhay khoéi mat nuwdc, roéi ap mat minh xuéng nwéc,
ngam lan da dang ngita rat. Ga nhin xudng ban chan, céi chiéc giay con lai
ra va lang di. Hai nguoi tiép tuc xuyén qua ring trong budi sang néng nuc.

Lydia liéc nhin tdm ban do6 tho ra bén ngoai tdi quan ga trai. “Chuing ta
di dau day?”, co hoi.

“Cam mom. Nghe khong?”

Muoi phat sau, ga trai bat Lydia céi giay va hai ngwoi 16i qua mot con
sudi nong, ban thiu. Khi 16i qua con sudi roi, gd day cd ngbi bét xudng.
Garrett ngoi treéc mat co va trong lic quan sat déi chan, khe nguwe c6, ga
cham rai lau khé ban chan c6 bang nam gidy an nhan hiéu Kleenex ma ga
16i tir tii quan ra. C6 cam thay ghé tém trudc sy dung cham cia ga giong
nhu lan dau tién c6 phai 1y mau mé tr mot xac chét trong nha xac bénh
vién. Ga x6 lai d6i giay mau trang cho c6, budc day chdt ché, nam bung
chan c6 1au hon mitc can thiét. Sau do, ga xem xét tam ban dé va lai 16i co
vao rung.

Ga bung mong tay, gai ma...

bam lay dan dan chang chit hon, nwéc den hon va sau hon. Lydia do la
ho dang di vé phia dam lay Sau Tham, tuy c6 khong twdng twgng néi ly do
tai sao. Chi khi khong thé di xa thém vi bi nhitng bai lay chan lai, Garrett
ma&i ngodt vao mot canh ring thong 16n mat mé hon nhiéu so véi dat 16 ra
trén nhitng bai lay, khién Lydia nhe ca nguoi.

G4 trai tim thdy mot 161 mon khac. Ga dan c6 di doc theo d6 cho té6i lic
gdap mot qua doi doc dirng. Nhitng tang da xép thanh day tiw chan doi dén
dinh doi.

“To6i khong thé tréo duwgc”, Lydia noi, c6 gang ldy giong ngang nganh.
“Khong thé vai hai ban tay bi tréi nhw thé nay. Toi sé nga mat.”

“V§& van.” Ga trai lam bam, y nhw thé Lydia 1a mot ké ngu ngdc. “May
da di do6i giay y ta vao roi con gi. Ching sé giit cho may buwéc vitng. Nhin
tao day. Tao, di chan dat va tao c6 thé tréo t6t. Nhin ban chan tao day, nhin
di!” Ga gio ban chan 1én. Ban chan ga day vét chai, vang khe. “Nao, di 1én
trén kia. Chi can 1én dén dinh d6i roi thi may dirng lai. May nghe thay tao
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néi khong? Nay, may dang lang nghe ddy chi¢?” Ga lai rit I1én, mot hat nwéc
bot ban vao ma c6 va duong nhw né dét chay da c6 twa axit sunfuric.

Lay Chua, tao cam thu may, Lydia nghi.

Lydia bat dau tréo. C6 dung lai ntta chirng, ngoanh nhin dang sau.
Garrett dang vira than trong quan sat co vira bung mong tay tanh tach. Dan
mat vao doi chan di bit tat dai mau trang cta co, luwdi ga the ra qua dam rang
ctra. R6i anh mat ga dwa 1én, soi phia dwdi vay co.

Lydia tiép tuc treo. Co nghe thay hoi thd ga trai rit 1én trong lic ga bat
dau tréo dang sau co.

Trén dinh do6i 1a khodng dat trong va tir d6 c6 mot 16i mon duy nhat dan
vao canh ritng thong ram rap. C6 buéc doc theo 16i mon, vé phia bong mat.

“Nay!”, Garrett hét to. “Lic ndy may khong nghe thiy tao néi a? Tao da
bao may diwng c6 nhuc nhich!”

“T6i c6 dinh bo tron dau!”, Lydia kéu 1én. “Trdi nong. To6i mudn tranh
anh nang mat troi.”

Ga trai dwa tay chi ra cach day chitng hai muoi feet. C6 mét 16p canh
thong day phu gitta 16i mon. “May ma khong dirng lai thi sa xuéng do r6i.”
Giong ga the thé. “May sé lam hong nd.”

Lydia than trong nhin. Nhitng chiéc 1a thong hinh kim che mét cai ho
rong.

“Bén duéi do co gi?”

“MOot cai bay sap.”

“Bén trong c6 gi?”

“May biét day — n6 la sy bat ngd danh cho dita nao dudi theo ching ta.”
Ga trai n6i vé ty hao, mim nu cwdi day ngao man, y nhw ga da phai rat
thong minh m@i nghi ra dugc cai bay.

“Nhung bat ¢t ai cling c6 thé bi sa xuéng!”

“Me kiép!”, ga trai lam bam. “Day la phia bac song Paquo. Chi nhitng
dita dubi theo ching ta méi di dwong nay. Va bon chiing xttng dang lanh 13y
bat ctt diéu gi xdy ra. Tiép tuc thdi.” Ga trai lai rit Ién. Ga tém co6 tay c6 va
dat c6 di vong tranh cai bay.

“Cau khong phai gitr toi chat nhw thé!”, Lydia phan doi.
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Garrett liéc nhin c6 roi ndi long tay hon mét chit — nhwng viéc néi 1ong
nay lai héa ra gay khé chiu nhiéu hon. Ga vu6t ve c6 tay co bang ngoén gitta,
khién c6 lién twdng t6i mot con ve hiit mau to twdng dang tim kiém cho dé
chich vao da thit co.
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CHUONG BON

Chiéc Grand Rollx chay ngang qua nghia trang mang tén cong vién Tuéng
niém Tanner’s Corner. Pang c6 mot dam tang. Rhyme, Sachs va Thom liéc
mat sang cai nghi 1é u sau no.

“Nhin chiéc quan tai kia”, Sachs noi.

N6 1a mét chiéc quan tai nhd, cta tré em. Nhitng nguwoi dy dam tang,
déu la nhitng ngudi 16n, thi thwa thét. Chirng hai muwoi nguwdi. Rhyme ban
khodn tu héi tai sao lai it ngwdi vay. Anh mét anh luét 1én bén trén dam
tang, quan sat nhitng ngon déi nhap nho cta nghia trang va qua nhitng ngon
do6i do, la hang dam ri'ng mo swong, nhitng dam lay bién vao mau xanh da
troi phia xa. Anh bdo: “Pau phai mot nghia trang xau xi. Minh khong ngai
néu dugc chon cat tai mot noi nhw thé nay”.

Sachs, ndy gid van cham cham quan sat dam tang véi vé lo lang, dua
anh mat lanh lung sang Rhyme — r6 rang vi cudc phau thuat sap tGi, co
khong thich néi bat ct diéu gi lién quan dén chuyén chét choc.

R6i Thom cho xe qua mdét khiic cua gap va bam theo xe ctia Canh sat
tredng quan Paquenoke Jim Bell, tang toc di vao mot con dwong thang tap,
cai nghia trang mat hut phia sau.

Nhu luc treée Bell cam doan, Tanner's Comer cach trung tam y khoa &
Avery hai muoi dim. Tam bién XIN CHAO MUNG cho khach dén thim
biét chac chan rang thi trdn c6 s6 dan la 3.018 ngudi. Biéu nay han la sy
thwe, nhung chi mot ty 1€ v6 cling nhd bé dang hién dién trén pho Chinh
trong budi sang thang Tam néng nuc nay. Cai chén bui bam 4y dwong nhw
la thi tran ctia nhitng hon ma. Mot d6i vo chong gia ngobi trén ghé dai, nhin
ra con phé vang ngat. Rhyme dé y thay hai ga dan ong at la dan say xin cuw
ngu tai day - trong 6m yéu va gay gio xuwong. Mot ga ngoi trén 1é duwong, cai
dau day vay guc vao hai ban tay, c6 Ié dang c6 gang thoat khéi hdu qua cda
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bita rwgu. Ga kia ng6i dwa goc cdy, nhin cham cham chiéc xe béng loang
bang cdp mat triing ma tham chi tr xa cling da toat vé han hoc. M6t nguoi
phu nit gdy nhang ué odi rita khung cita s6 cta ctra hiéu dwgc pham. Rhyme
chang con nhin thdy ai nita.

“That thanh binh”, Thom nhan xét.

“Pay chi la mot cach mo td”, Sachs néi, ro rang chia sé cam giac bat an
v6i Rhyme trude sy trong vang cia noi day.

Ph6 Chinh la nhitng toa nha cii k§ kéo dai mét moéi va hai day nhé hang
quan. Rhyme dé y thdy c6 mot siéu thi, hai ctra hiéu dwgc pham, hai quan
bar, m6t quan an, mot ctra hiéu ban quan 4o phu nit, mét cong ty bao hiém,
mot t0 hop ctra hiéu ban hang video, ban keo va lam méng. Mot dai ly xe
hoi A-OK nam kep gitta m6t ngan hang va mét cong ty kinh doanh cac do
nghé di bién. T4t cd moi nguwdi déu ban mo6i cau. Mot bién quang cao
McDonald's cach thi tran bdy dam doc theo duwong 17. Mot bién quang cac
khac da bi phai mau vi anh nang, vé hai con tau Monitor va Merrimack thaoi
Noi chién. “Hay dén tham Bao tang Thiét gidp.” Ban sé phdi lai xe di hai
muoi hai dam.

Trong ldc quan sét tat ca cac chi tiét cta cai doi song noi thi trdn nhd
nay, Rhyme sitng s nhan ra ¢ day, véi tv cach mot nha hinh sy hoc, anh
méi thiéu chiéu sau hiéu biét lam sao. Anh cé thé phan tich thanh cong
nhitng chitng ¢t & New York, béi anh da song & d6 ngan dy nam — da chia
cat dwgc thanh pho ra nhiéu phan, da bwdc di trén cac con duwong cua nd, da
nghién cttu lich st cia no, quan thé thwe vat va dong vat cia nd. Nhung &
day, ¢ Tanner’s Conrner va nhitng vung ven, anh chang biét gi vé th6i quen
ctia nguwoi dan, ho thich loai xe hoi nao, ho séng trong nhitng kiéu nha nao,
nhitng nganh nghé ho lam, nhitng ham muén thic day ho.

Rhyme nh¢ lai hoi méi duge tuyén dung, lam viéc véi mot tham t¥ cao
cap tai S& Canh sat New York. Ong ta da 1én 16p cho dan em ctia minh: “Cé
nguoi hoi toi: thanh ngl¥ “nhu ca trén can” c6 nghia la gi?”.

Chang canh sat tré Rhyme tra 10i: “Nghia la khong & trong moi treong
quen thudc ctia minh. Lung ting”.
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“Cha, ding, diéu gi xay ra khi c4 trén can?” Vién canh sét gia téc hoa
ram quat vao mat Rhyme. “Chiing khong ling ting. Ching chét mat ngap
luén. Nguy co duy nhéat va 16n nhat doéi vdéi nhan vién diéu tra la ¢ trong
moi truong khong quen thudc. Hay nhd nhw vay.”

Thom do6 xe va thuc hién trinh tw ha xe lan xuéng. Rhyme th6i vao ong
diéu khién chiéc Storm Arrow va lan vé phia doan dwong doc ditng dan 1én
tru s& chinh quyén quan, chac chan doan dwong nay da dwgc mién cudng
lam thém sau khi luat Dan ching My véi Nguwoi Khuyét tat cé hiéu lyec.

Ba ga dan 6ng - mdc quan 4o lao dong va deo bao dao gip & that lung -
day canh ctra phu cia van phong canh sat treéng ¢ bén canh doan dudng
doc. Bon ho budc vé phia chiéc Chevy Suburban mau do tia tham.

Ga gay nhat hich vao mang swon ga to 16n nhat - mot ga khong 16 c6
dudi toc va rau quai nén - hat dau chi Rhyme. R6i anh mat bon ho - gan nhw
nhat loat - lwét qua co thé Sachs. Cai ga to 16n quan sat mai téc cat gon ghé,
voc dang manh khanh, trang phuc khéng ché vao dau dugc va chiéc khuyén
tai bang vang cia Thom. Guwong mat chang biéu 16 gi, ga thi tham véi ga
thit ba, m6t ga trong giong nhw mot doanh nhan mién Nam bdo thda. Ga nay
nhtin vai. Bon ho khong chu y t6i cac vi khach nita va tréo vao chiéc Chevy.

Nhv cd trén can...

Bell, budc bén canh xe lan ctia Rhyme, dé y 4nh mat anh dang nhin
cham chu.

“P6 la Rich Culbeau, cai tay to 16n ay. Va cac chién hitu cta anh ta.
Sean O’Sarian — cdi tay gay gio xuwong — va Harris Tomel. Ban chat
Culbeau khong ghé gém bang mdt nita vé bé ngoai dau. Anh ta thich choi
v6i dan da trang ha lwu, nhung thwong thi anh ta chang gay phién phitc gi
ca.”

Twr ghé hanh khach, O’Sarian li€éc nhin vé phia ho, du la ga liéc nhin
Thom hay Sachs hay chinh anh thi Rhyme ciing khéng biét dugc.

Vién canh sat treéng budc vugt 1én trude. Anh ta phdi mé canh cwra trén
dinh doan dudng doc danh cho xe lan, ngwoi ta da dong no lai dé son.

“Khong cé nhiéu bang dang dwong phd ¢ day”, Thom nhan xét. R6i anh
chang héi Rhyme: “Anh cam thay thé nao?”.
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“T6i 6n.”

“Anh trong khong 6n dau, mat miii xanh xao lam. Ngay sau khi vao bén
trong, t6i sé do huyét ap cho anh.”

Ho vao bén trong toa nha... N6 duvgc xay dung vao khoang nam 1950,
Rhyme wdc chitng. Son mau xanh la cay quen thudc, cac day hanh lang treo
day nhitng birc vé bang ngén tay ctia mot 16p tiéu hoc, nhitng tdim anh chup
Tanner’s Corner tit Xxa téi nay va ntta ta thong bao tuyén dung ngudi lao
dong.

“Cho nay liéu c6 dugc khong?” Bell héi, kéo mot canh cita mé ra.
“Chuang t6i von st dung né dé cat gitt chitng c, nhung ching t6i sé don
dep hét xudng tang ham.”

Chirng chuc cai hop xép doc theo cac birc twong. Mot canh sat hi huc
khuan chiéc ti vi Toshiba to twéng ra khoi phong. Mot canh sat khac khuan
hai hop xép nhitng binh von dwng nwdc qua bay gio dung thit chat 1éng gi
do6 trong sudt. Rhyme liéc nhin ho. Bell cudi to, n6i: “N6 hoan toan c6 thé
tom tat cac loai toi pham dién hinh ctia Tanner’s Conrner: an trém do dién
ti* & nha dan va nau ruwgu 1au”.

“Po 1a regu 1au a?”, Sachs hoi.

“Ruou thit thiét day. Tat cd déu méi ndu cach day ba mwoi ngay.”

“Nhan hiéu Ocean Spray!l3! 4?”, Rhyme nhin nhitng binh vén dung
nuwdc qua, giéu cgt hoi.

“P6 chita wa thich ctia ddm “trang sang” ddy — vi ching c6 c6 rong. Anh
c6 hay uoéng khong?”

“Chi Scotch thoi.”

“Hay chi xai loai ay th6i.” Bell hat dau vé phia nhitng cai chai ma vién
canh sat xach ra ngoai ctta. “Nhan vién diéu tra lién bang va co quan thué
Carolina lo mat thu nhap. Con ching t6i lo mat cong dan. Cai mé do chwa
phdi d@ qua té dau. Nhung nhiéu tay “trang sang” dam pha thém ca
formaldehyde hodc chét lam loang son hodc thudc trir sdu. M6i nam ching
toi mat vai ngudi vi nhitng mé rwgu vo lwong tam.”

“Tai sao lai goi la “trang sang”?”, Thom hoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Bell tra 10i: “Vi bon ching quen nau ngoai troi ban dém, duwgi anh trang
tron — nhw thé thi, cau biét ddy, bon ching chang can dot den, ciling chang
khién dam thué ma chu y”.

“A, ra vay”, anh chang tré tudi n6i. Rhyme biét khau vi ctia anh chang
chi bao gom St Emilion, Pomerol va Bourgogne trang.

Rhyme xem xét can phong. “Chuing t6i sé can nhiéu dién hon.” Anh hat
dau chi cai 6 cam duy nhat trén twong.

“Chung t6i c6 thé chay it day”, Bell ndi. “DPé€ t6i ctr nguwdi lam viéc nay.”

Anh ta c mot canh sat di bo tri day, r6i trinh bay rang anh ta da goi cho
phong thi nghiém ctia canh sat bang & Elizabeth City va dé xuit mwon khan
cap cac thiét bi kham nghiém ma Rhyme can. Cac thiét bi d6 sé c6 mat tai
day trong vong mot tiéng dong ho. Rhyme cdm nhan dugc rang day la téc
do chdép nhoang doi vGi quan Paquenoke va thém lan nita cAm nhan dwgc
tinh cap bach cta vu viéc.

Trong mot treong hop bat céc cwdng hiép, thong thwong anh cé hai
muoi tu tiéng dong ho dé tim thay nan nhan, sau khodng thoi gian d6 nan
nhan tréd nén mat tinh ngwoi dudi con mat ké bat céc va han sé giét ho
chang can suy nghi gi.

Vién canh sat quay lai v6i hai b6 cap dién day hai dau c6 rat nhiéu phich
cam. Anh ta dung bang dinh c6 dinh ching xudng san.

“Cho cap ay tot roi”, Rhyme noi. Roi anh hoi: “Chuing ta c6 bao nhiéu
nguoi dé gidi quyét vu nay?”.

“Chung t6i c6 ba s quan, tam linh, hai nhan vién thong tin lién lac va
nam nhan vien van phong. Thong thuong, chung toi phai chia sé nguoi voi
bén Quy hoach va Phan vung, cling nhw v6i bén Cac Cong trinh Cong cong
- viéc von van khién chuing t6i rat brc minh. Nhwng vi vu bat c6c va vi anh
da dén day, ching ta sé st dung tit ca nhitng nguoi can thiét.”

Rhyme ngang nhin cham cham vao bitc twdng. Cau may.

“Gi thé a?”

“Anh dy can mot tdim bang viét”, Thom néi.

“To6i dang suy nghi vé mdt tdm ban d6 vung nay. Nhung phdi, toi cling
muon mot tdim bang viét nita. Mot tdm bang 16n vao.”
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“Co ngay”, Bell néi. Rhyme va Sachs trao nhau nhitng nu cuwdi. Pay
chinh la mot trong nhitng cau ma ong anh hg Roland Bell wa dung.

“Tiép theo liéu t6i c6 thé gap nhitng si quan cua anh tai day khong? Dé
huwéng dan twong tan.”

“Va diéu hoa nhiét d6”, Thom néi. “Phong nay phai mat hon.”

“Chung toi sé xem c6 thé lam dwgc gi.” Bell n6i ho hitng, chac khong
hiéu n6i n6i &m anh cua ngwdi mién Bac vé nhiét do 6n hoa.

Anh chang phu ta qua quyét: “Noéng nhu thé nay rat cé hai cho anh ay”.

“Pirng lo lang t6i viéc d6”, Rhyme cat 10i.

Thom nhuwdén mot bén 1ong may 1én voi Bell, noi ro rang: “Chung ta phai
lam mat can phong. Néu khong toi sé dwa anh ay quay lai khach san”.

“Thom”, Rhyme canh cao.

“T6i e la ching ta khong c6 bat c su Iva chon nao”, Anh chang phu ta
dap.

Bell néi: “Khong thanh van dé. T6i sé bo tri”. Anh ta di ra ctta va goi:
“Steve, t6i day ngay nhé”.

Mot thanh nién téc hii cua mac dong phuc canh sat buwéc vao. “Em ré
toi, Steve Farr.” Anh ta la nguwdi cao nhat trong s6 nhitng canh sat ma ho da
trong thady — r6 rang phai t6i hon sau feet bay — va c6 doi tai tron vénh ra
trong rat ngd nghinh. Anh ta dwong nhu chi thoang ban khoan khi méi thoat
nhin Rhyme, r6i cai miéng ha tron ngac nhién nhanh chéng chuyén thanh
nu cuwdi thodi mai ggi cdm giac rang anh ta c6 ca sy ty tin 1an nang Iyc. Bell
giao cho anh ta nhiém vu tim mot may diéu hoa nhiét do.

“Jim, em sé thyc hién ngay.” Steve giat manh dai tai va xoay nguoi trén
got giay y nhw mot nguwdi linh, bién mat vao day hanh lang.

Mot ngwoi phu nit tho dau qua ctra. “Jim, Sue McConnell dén. Chi ta
thwe su chang con tw chia dugce nita.”

“Roi. Toi sé nbi chuyén vébi chi ta. Bdo chi ta la toi tGi ngay.” Bell giai
thich cho Rhyme: “Me Mary Beth. Mot ngwoi phu nit toi nghiép... Chong
md&i mat vi bénh ung the mot nam tredc va bay gio thi xdy ra chuyén nay”.
Anh ta lac dau, thém: “T6i xin n6i véi anh, toi cling c6 may dita con, va toi
hinh dung dvgc chi ta dang...”.
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“Jim, toi tw hoi liéu ching ta c6 thé kiém tam ban do d6 khéng”, Rhyme
ngat 10i. “Va treo bang 1én.”

Bell chép mat ngdp ngitng treéc cai giong nhat ging cia nha hinh sy
hoc. “Chac chan r6i, Lincoln. Va nay, néu dan mién Nam ching t6i & day
c6 hoi cham chap qua doi vdi dan Yankee cac anh, anh sé tiang toc cho
chung toi chir?”

“0, yén tri di, Jim.”

Mot phan ba.

Mot trong s6 ba si quan cua Jim Bell cé vé mirng rd khi gap Rhyme va
Sachs. Cha, it nhat 1a gap Sachs. Hai ngudi kia chi gat dau chao xa giao va
hién nhién mong cap doi la ling nay chwa tirng roi khéi New York.

Nguwdoi dé chiu la mot canh sat trac ba mwoi tudi, mat 10 do, tén Jesse
Corn. Anh ta c6é mat tai hién treong vu an ltic sang sém va vdi cam giac toi
16i day dau dén, thira nhan rang Garrett da mang mot nan nhan nita, co
Lydia, di khoi ngay trwéc mat anh ta. Cho téi ltic Jesse sang dugc dén bén
kia con song, Ed Schaeffer da gan chét vi dam ong bap cay.

Mot canh sat bay to sy ti€p don lanh nhat 1a Mason Germain, ngudi dan
ong c6 chiéu cao khiém ton, ngoai ti¥ tuan. Mat mau tham, cac nét thiéu sirc
song, dang diéu hoi qua hoan hdo. T6c anh ta chdi mugt ra dang sau, dé 10
nhitng vét rang lwgc. Anh ta xitc dam nuwédc thom xoa mat sau khi cao rau,
mui xa hwong, ré tién. Anh ta chao Rhyme va Sachs bang céi gat dau cing
nhac, than trong. Rhyme hinh dung ra anh ta rat mirng vi nha hinh sy hoc
khong civ dong dwgc nén anh ta khong phai bat tay. Sachs, la phu nit, thi
cling chi dugc ha c6 goi bang mot tir “Co”.

Lucy Kerr la si quan thit ba va c6 ta chang vui vé gi hon Mason khi gap
cac vi khach. Co ta cao - chi kém nang Sachs thuét tha yéu diéu mot chut.
Vo6c ngudi gon ghé, trong c6 dang thé thao, khuén mat dai, xinh dep. Bong
phuc ctia Mason nhau nhi va bi 6, nhung déng phuc ctia Lucy duoc la
phang ly. Mai t6c vang tét theo kiéu Phap thang tap. C6 thé dé dang hinh
dung ra c6 ta nhw mot ngudi mau cho L.L. Bean hay Land’s End — di bot,
mdt quan bo va 4o gi 1é.
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Rhyme biét rang sy lanh nhat ctia ho von van la phéan tng tat nhién trugc
nhitng tay cdm bong dung nhing miii vao viéc ngudi khac (dac biét dé lai
la mot ké qué quat va mot phu nit - va, té nita, do lai la dan mién Bac). Tuy
nhién, anh chang quan tdm dén chuyén phai chiém cam tinh ctia ho. Moi
phtt qua di, viéc tim thay tén bat c6c cang khé khan hon. Va anh cé cai hen
v6i bac si phau thuat ma anh tuyét doi sé khong dé 16.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng than hinh ran chac - ngwdi canh sat da den duy nhat
Rhyme trong thay tir ndy tdi gio - lan tam bang gan banh xe vao phong va
trai tdm ban do quan Paquenoke.

“Dung bang dinh dan no 1én kia, Trey.” Bell chi birc twong. Rhyme xem
xét ti mi tdm ban do. B6 1a mot tdm ban do tot, rat chi tiét.

Rhyme néi: “Nao. Hay cho t6i biét chinh xac viéc da xdy ra. Bat dau véi
nan nhan thit nhat”.

“Mary Beth McConnell”, Bell trd 16i. “Co ay hai mwoi ba tudi. Sinh vién
DPai hoc Tong hop Bac Carolina & Avery.”

“Tiép tuc di. Chuyén gi da xdy ra hom qua?”

Mason ndi: “Cha, lic dé kha s6m. Mary Beth dang...”

“Anh néi cu thé hon dwgc khong?”, Rhyme hoéi. “Vé gio xdy ra su
viéc?”

“Cha, chung t6i khong biét chac chan”, Mason lanh nhat trd 16i. “Anh
biét ddy, chang c6 cai dong ho nao dirng lai nhw & trén tau Titanic dau”

“Han la tredc tam gio”, Jesse Corn noéi. “Billy - cau thiéu nién bi giét —
dang di bo tap thé duc, con hién trrong vu an thi cach nha cau &y mét doan
dwong khodng ntra tiéng dong ho. Cau ay dang hoc ldy may chitng chi ¢ 16p
hé va phai tré vé tredc tdm rudi dé tam, roi téi 16p.”

Tot, Rhyme vira ty nha vira gat dau. “Tiép tuc di.”

Mason tiép tuc. “Mary Beth dang tham gia mét dw an do 16p t6 chic,
dao nhitng do tao tac cua ngwoi Anh diéng c6 tai Bén tau kénh Nudc den.”

“Cai gi vay, mot thi tran a?”, Sachs hai.

“Khong, chi la mot khu vyc ven song chwa chinh thite thugc pham vi
quan ly ctia bang. Chitng ba chuc néc nha, mét xi nghiép. Chang c6 cia
hang ctra hiéu gi. Phan 16n dién tich 1a ritng va dam lay.”
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Rhyme dé y cac con s6 va chit cai danh doc theo 1é tam ban do. “Pau?”,
anh hoi. “Chi cho t6i xem.”

Mason ddt ngon tay vao 6 G-10. “Theo nhu ching t6i nhan dinh, Garrett
xuat hién, tém 18y Mary Beth. Han chuan bi cuvdng hiép c6 ay thi Billy Stail
di bo tap thé duc qua va tur trén dwong nhin thay, da c¢6 gang ngan chan.
Nhung Garrett vé mot chiéc xéng, dap vao dau Billy. Cau dy chét. Han bién
mat, mang theo Mary Beth.” Mason nghién chat quai ham. “Billy la mot
cau bé ngoan. Thyc sy ngoan. Thwong xuyén di 1é nha the. Mua gidi nam
ngoai, cau ay da chan dugc mot ci chuyén trong hai phit cudi cung cida tran
dau cang thang vai truong Trung hoc Albemarle va dwa bong tré lai...”

“T6i chac chan d6 la mot cau thiéu nién tot”, Rhyme sot rudt noi.
“Garrett va Mary Beth di bg a?”

“Pung thé”, Lucy tra 10i. “Garrett khong bao gid 1ai xe. Tham chi khong
c6 bang 1ai. T6i nghi 1y do la vi cha me han da thiét mang trong mét vu dam
0 t0.”

“Cac vi da tim thay nhitng vat chitng nao?”

“Q, chiing t6i tim thdy vii khi giét ngudi”, Mason ty hao néi. “Chiéc
xéng. Va ching toi cling than trong khi dong dén nd. C6 di gang tay. Chung
toi thure hién tha tuc quan ly vat chirng, ding nhw sach huéng dan.”

Rhyme chd doi nghe thém. Cudi cung, anh hoéi: “Cac vi con tim thay gi
nira?”.

“Cha, mot so6 dau chan”, Mason nhin Jesse, va anh chang nay noi: “0,
phai. T6i da chup anh cac dau chan ay”.

“Tat ca co thé thoi a?”, Sachs hai.

Lucy gat dau, m6i mim chat trwéc y phé phan ngam ngam ctia c6 gai
mién Bac.

Rhyme hoi: “Cac vi khong kham nghiém hién truéng a?”.

Jesse tra 10i: “Tat nhién la ching t6i da tién hanh kham nghiém. Chi c6
diéu khong c6 cai gi khac”.

Khéng cé céi gi khac? Tai hién trwong vu an, noi mot déi twong giét
chét m6t nan nhan va bat c6c m6t nan nhan khac, bao gi¢ chang du chitng
ctt dé dung han mot b phim vé viéc mot ngwoi da lam gi véi ai do va cé 1é
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ca viéc moi dién vién da lam gi trong vong hai muoi tw tiéng dong ho vira
qua. Xem chirng ho phai chién diu véi hai tha pham: Thang Bo va s kém
cbi ctia co quan thye thi phap luat. Rhyme bat gap anh mat Sachs va nhan ra
cO cling dang nghi nhv anh.

“Ai thyc hién viéc kham nghiém?”, Rhyme hai.

“T6i”, Mason tra 1oi. “T6i tGi dé dau tién. Toi dang & gan do thi nhan
duoc dién bao.”

“Va ldc ay la lic nao?”

“Chin rudi. Mot nguoi lai xe tai tir trén quoc 16 trong thay xac Billy va
g0i 911.”

Va cau thiéu nién bi giét trudc tam gio. Rhyme khong hai long. Mot
tiéng rudi — it nhat la nhw vay — 1a khoang thoi gian dai doi vai mot hién
treong khong duwgc bao vé. Nhiéu chitng o 6 thé bi danh cap, nhiéu chitng
c ¢6 thé bi bo thém vao. Ga trai c6 thé da cudng hiép va giét chét co gai,
gidu cai xac di, r6i quay lai l1dy mat mot so chitng c, bo tri thém mot so
chitng ctt khac, hong danh lac hwéng diéu tra. “Anh kham nghiém mot
minh a?”, Rhyme hai Mason.

“Lugt dau tién. Sau ddy, chung téi c ba, b6n canh sat t6i. Ho ra soat
khu vie ay rat can than.”

Va chi tim thady vii khi giét ngwoi? Lay Chia quyén nang vo cung...
Chuwa ké nhitng hw hai do bon canh sat khong quen thudc véi cac ky thuat
kham nghiém hién truong gay ra.

“To6i c6 thé héi duge khong?”, Sachs 1én tiéng. “Lam sao cac vi biét
Garrett la tha pham?”

“To6i da trong thay han”, Jesse Corn néi. “Khi han bat céc Lydia sang
nay.”

“biéu do6 khong cé nghia la han da giét chét Billy va bat coc c6 gai kia.”

“0”, Bell néi. “Céac ddu chan — chiing toi phét hién ra ching ngay chd
chiéc xéng.”

Rhyme gat dau va bdo vién canh sat trudng: “Dau chan cia han dwgc
lwu trong ho so qua nhitng lan bat gii tredc?”.

“Phai.”
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Rhyme noi: “Bay gio, hdy cho toi biét vé sang nay”.

Jesse gianh phan trd 10i: “Lic d6 con sém. M6i binh minh. Ed Schaeffer
va toi dang canh chirng hién treong vu an phong truong hgp Garrett quay
lai. Ed & phia bac song, tdi & phia nam. Lydia dén dé dat hoa. T6i dé co ay
mot minh réi quay lai xe. T6i nghi dang 1é ra t6i khong nén dé c6 ay mot
minh. Viéc tiép theo t6i biét 1a co6 ay kéu thét 1én va t6i trong thdy hai bon
ho bién mat trén song. Bon ho bién mat trwdc khi t6i kip tim mot chiéc
thuyén hay mot cai gi dé dé sang song. Ed khong tra 16i bo dam. To6i lo lang
cho 0ng ay va lic toi sang dugce dén bén kia thi thady 6ng dy bi ong dot dén
song dd chét da. Garrett da dat bay”.

Bell néi: “Chiing t6i nghi Ed biét noi hin dwa Mary Beth di. Ong ay da
phat hién dwgc mot tdm ban do trong can choi Garrett an tron. Nhung ong
ay bi ong do6t va bat tinh trwdc khi kip mé6 ta cho chiing téi tdm ban do.
Garrett d@ mang n6 theo sau khi bat c6c Lydia. Ching t6i chang thé tim
thay n6”.

“Tinh trang vién canh sat d6 thé nao?”, Sachs hai.

“Bi so6c vi noc ong. Chang ai biét liéu 6ng dy c6 tinh lai dugc khong.
Hay liéu 6ng dy c6 nhd ra dugce gi khong néu tinh lai.”

Vay la ching ta phdi dva vao cac chitng ct, Rhyme tw nha. Biéu nay,
suy cho cung, anh von ciling wa thich, wa thich hon nhiéu so véi viéc dwa
vao cac nhan chitng. “Cé manh mdi nao tir hién tredng vu an sang nay
khong?”

“Pa tim thdy céi nay.” Jesse m¢ mot va li nhé va ldy ra mot chiéc giay
chay dung trong ti nhwa. “Garrett danh roi né khi han tom Lydia. Chang
con gi khac nita.”

Ngay hém qua, mot chiéc xéng. Ngay hom nay, mot chiéc giay... Chang
con gi khac nita. Rhyme that vong liéc nhin chiéc giay 1é loi.

“Hay ctt dé n6 ¢ dang kia.” Rhyme hat dau chi mot chiéc ban. “Hay cho
ching t6i biét vé nhitng cai chét khac ma Garrett la do6i twgng tinh nghi.”

Bell n6i: “Tat ca déu ¢ Bén tau kénh Nwdc den va xung quanh do6. Hai
nan nhan chét dudi dwdi kénh. Chitng ci¢ bé ngoai cho thay ho da nga dap
dau xudng kénh. Nhung theo nhan vién kham nghiém y té thi ho han da bi
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dap dau mot cach c6 cha y, réi bi ném xuong. Trwdc day khong 1au, nguoi
ta trong thay Garrett 1ang vang xung quanh nha ho. Con nam ngodai, mot
ngwoi chét vi bi ong dot. Ong bap cay. Y hét trwong hgp cta Ed. Ching toi
biét rang Garrett da gay ra viéc nay”.

Bell tiép tuc, nhitng Mason cat 1di. Anh ta ha giong: “Con gai, mé&i ngoai
hai muoi tu6i — giong nhw Mary Beth. Thuc sy t6t, tin do Co Doc gido
ngoan dao. C6 ay dang ngu trwa & hang hién dang sau. Garrett quang mot to
ong bap cay vao. Co ay bi dot mot tram ba muwoi bay phat. Suy tim.”

Lucy Kerr néi: “To6i nhan duwgc dién va dén d6. Mot canh twong thue sy
thwvong tam, nhitng gi da xady ra véi co dy. Co ay chét tir tir. Hét sitc dau
dén”.

“0, va cai dam tang ma chiing ta di ngang qua trén dwong t6i day thi
sao?”, Bell hédi. “Pay la Todd Wilkes. Thang bé tam tudi. Ty ti.”

“Qi, khong”, Sachs 1dm bam. “Tai sa0?”

“Cha, thang bé von da 6m yéu”, Jesse Corn trinh bay. “Né & bénh vién
nhiéu hon & nha. Sttc khoé n6 da rat té. Nhung chwa hét — vai tuan trudc,
nguoi ta trong thdy Garrett quat thdo Todd, thwe sy khién thang bé khon
kho. Ching t6i nghi Garrett khong ngirng qudy roi va de doa né cho téi luc
n6 khong chiu dvng dugc nita.”

“Pong co?”, Sachs hoi.

“Han la mot ké tam than, dong co cia han day.” Mason c6 gang gidi
thich. “Ngudi ta ldy han lam tro cwdi va han x¢ 1y ngudi ta. Bon gian thé
thoi.”

“Chitng tam than phan liét a?”

Lucy no6i: “Theo nhitng gido vién tham van tam ly & trudng hoc ctia han
thi khong phai chitng tam than phan liét. Chitng r6i loan nhan cach phéan xa
hoi, day la cach ho goi. Han c6 chi s6 IQ cao. Han dat diém A & hau hét cac
mon - tredc khi han bat dau hay tron hoc vai nam truwéc”.

“Cac vi c6 anh chup han ch?”, Sachs hoi.

Vién canh sét trudng m@ mot ho so. “DPay 1a anh chup khi lam bién ban
vu tan cong bang ong bap cay.”
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Birc dnh chup mot ga trai gay go, toc cat cua vGi cap 1ong may ram giao
nhau va d6i mat trting. Trén ma c6 dam ban do.

“Pay la mot birc khac.” Bell mé& mot bai viét cat tir bao ra. Bitc anh chup
mot gia dinh bon ngwdi ngbi bén chiéc ban picnic. Loi cha thich ghi: “Gia
dinh nha Hanlon tai khu Picnic Hang nam cta Tanner’s Corner, mot tuan
tredc tai nan 6 tO bi tham trén duwong 112 cwdp di mang séng cua Stuart, 39
tubi va Sandra, 37 tudi, cung con gai ho, Kaye, 10 tudi. Trong hinh van la
Garrett, 11 tudi, da khong c6 mat trén xe khi tai nan xay ra.”

“T6i xem bdo cdo vé hién truong vu an ngay hom qua dugc chi@?”,
Rhyme hoi.

Bell m& mot tap ho so. Thom cam ldy né. O day, Rhyme khong c6 thiét
bi lat trang nén anh phai nho vao anh chang phu ta.

“Cau khong thé gitt n6é chac chan dugc a?”

Thom th¢ dai.

Nhung nha hinh sy hoc dang buc boi. Hién trwong vu an dugc kham
nghiém rat cau tha. Trong s6 cac bitc anh chup 1dy ngay co6 bitc cho thay
mot loat ddu chan nhung ngwoi ta khong dat thwde dé xac dinh kich cd.
Nguoi ta cling khong dat bién danh s dé xac dinh dau chan cta tirng nguoi.

Sachs ciling cha y tGi diéu nay va lac dau, néu nhan xét.

Lucy néi véi giong thanh minh: “Co ludn luon lam nhw thé a? Pat bién
danh so ay?”.

“Tat nhién”, Sachs trd 16i. “D06 1a cach thitc ding quy chuan.”

Rhyme tiép tuc nghién cttu ban bao cdo. N6 chi mo ta v6i vang veé vi tri
va tu thé ctia xac cdu thiéu nién. Rhyme c6 thé thdy duong vé hinh nguoi
duwgc phun bang son, ai cling biét cach nay sé pha huy cac dau vét va lam
anh hwéng dén hién treong vu an.

Ho khong ldy mau dat nao tai ché cai xac hay noi r6 rang da dién ra
cudc vat 16n gitra Billy, Mary Beth va Garrett. Va Rhyme c6 thé thdy nhitng
dau mau thudc 14 trén mat dat — ching c6 kha nang cung cap nhiéu manh
moi — nhung ho khdng thu cai nao.

“Trang ti€p theo.”

Thom lat trang.
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Béo cdo vé ddu van tay thi t6t hon chut it. Trén chi€c xéng c6 bon dau
van tay con nguyén ven va muoi bdy ddu bi mat mot phan, tat ca déu dwoc
xac dinh chac chan la caa Garrett va Billy. Hau hét 1a dau van tay dang an,
tuy nhién mot s6 dau kha ro rét — c6 thé dé dang nhin thdy ma chang can
dung dén hoa chat hay nguon sang dé hiéu chinh hinh anh - ¢ vét dat bam
trén can xéng. Nhung Mason da bat can khi kham nghiém hién treong - dau
gang tay cao su cua anh ta trén chiéc xéng che 14p nhiéu dau van tay cua ké
giét nguwoi. Rhyme sé phat mdt ky thuat vién vi t6i xr ly chitng ¢t bat can
nhuw thé, du sao, cling con nhiéu dau van tay hitu ich khac, 16i 4y khong gay
ra sy khac biét nao trong treong hop nay.

Cac thiét bi sé nhanh chéng duwgc dwa dén. Rhyme bao Bell: “T6i can
mot k¥ thuat vién kham nghiém gitip do t6i phan tich chitng c&, dong thoi
van hanh céc thiét bi. To6i thich 1dy mot canh sat hon, nhung quan trong la
c6 kién thitc vé khoa hoc. Va hiéu biét viing nay. Mot ngwoi dia phwong”.

Ngén tay cai Mason xoay nhanh mot vong bén trén chiéc kim hoa c6
nhitng duong gan ctia khau sting luc. “Ching tdi sé béi tir dau day ra dugc
mot ngwoi, nhung t6i twdng anh la chuyén gia. T6i mudn néi, chang phai do
la 1y do dé ching t6i dung dén anh hay sao?”

“MGt trong nhitng 1y do dé cac vi dung dén t6i la vi toi biét lic nao minh
can sy giip dd, Rhyme nhin Bell. “Anh nghi ra ai chwa?”

Lucy Kerr la nguoi tra 1oi. “Con trai chi gai toi — Benny — n6 dang hoc
tai Pai hoc Tong hgp Bac Carolina. Sau dai hoc.”

“Thong minh khong?”

“Hoi vien Phi Betal14l. N¢ chi... ¢, hoi it n6i.”

“To6i khong can cau ay t6i ndi chuyén.”

“T0i sé goi dién cho nd.”

“Tot”, Rhyme néi. R6i tiép tic: “Bay gio, t6i mudn Amelia kham
nghiém cac hién truong vu an: phong ga trai va kénh Nuac den”.

Mason néi: “Nhung...”. Anh ta hat ban tay chi ban bao céo. “Chtng t6i
da kham nghiém r6i. Kham nghiém hét sitc can than r6i.”
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“T6i muodn c6 dy kham nghiém lai”, Rhyme dap ngan gon. R6i anh nhin
Jesse. “Anh hiéu biét viing nay. Anh di vé&i c6 ay, dwoc chir?”

“Chac chan roi. To6i rat 1ay lam han hanh.”

Sachs danh cho anh ta cai nhin giéu cgt. Nhwng Rhyme biét gia tri cua
mot anh chang thich tan tinh, Sachs sé can dén sy hgp tac - can nhiéu.
Rhyme khéng nghi Lucy hay Mason c6 thé hitu ich bang nira cai anh chang
Jesse Corn da dem long si mé co.

Rhyme néi: “T6i mudn Amelia dugce trang bi mot khau sing ngan”.

“Jesse la chuyén gia quan nhu cua ching t6i day”, Bell noi. “Cau ay sé
ngay lap tiéc kiém cho c6 mot khau Smith & Wesson ngon lanh.”

“Yén tam, toi s€ kiém duwoc.”

“T6i mu6én may bo cong nita”, Sachs noi.

“Chac chan roi.”

Bell dé y thay Mason trong khong vui vé gi, dang nhin cham cham vao
tam ban do.

“Chuyén gi thé?”, vién canh sat truéng hoi.

“Anh thyc sy muon nghe y kién cua t6i?”, ngudi dan 6ng c6 chiéu cao
khiém t6n hoi lai.

“T6i vira hoi, phai khong?”

“Anh lam nhitng gi anh cho la t6t nhét, Jim a”, Mason noéi giong cang
thang. “Nhung t6i khong cho la chiing ta c6 thoi gian dé kham nghiém thém
nita. Khu vic nay ménh mong nhw thé. Ching ta phai dudi theo thang nhai
kia va phai dudi theo gap.”

Nhung ngudi dép 161 1a Lincoln Rhyme. Anh mét dit vao tdm ban do, 6
G-10, Bén tau kénh Nwdc den, dia diém cudi cung Lydia Johansson dwgc
trong thdy van con song, anh néi: “Ching ta khong c6 thoi gian dé hanh
dong voi vang”.
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CHUONG NAM

“Chutng t6i da mudn cé nd”, nguwoi dan o6ng than trong tham thi, y nhw thé
néu noéi qua to thi s& goi phu thay hién 1én vay. Ong ta lo ling nhin xung
quanh khoang san day bui phia trdc, noi mot chiéc xe tdi nhé khong banh
dang dau trén nén san bé tong. “Chiing t6i da goi dén cac to chitc ho trg tré
em va gia dinh, héi cu thé vé Garrett. Bdi chiing t6i nghe dwgc chuyén cia
né va cam thay thuwong xo6t. Nhung, thue té 1a, né gay rac roi ngay tr dau.
Khoéng giéng nhitng dita con khac cta ching t6i. Chuing t6i da cd gang hét
strc nhwng t6i phai noi vGi cac vi, téi nghi né khong nhin nhan theo cach ay.
Va chung to6i khiép sg. Sg lam.”

Ong ta ditng trén ddy hang hién ding truéc da bac mau vi mwa ning cla
ngoi nha & phia bac Tanner’s Corner, trao doi v6i Amelia Sachs va Jesse
Corn. Amelia c6 mat tai day, tai nha cha me nudi Garrett, chi dé luc soat
phong ga, nhing, mac du tinh hinh gip gap, c¢6 van dé Hal Babbage ké 1€
dong dai v6i hy vong co sé biét thém chit it vé Garrett Hanlon. Amelia
Sachs khong hoan toan chia sé quan diém ctia Rhyme rang chitng ctt 1a chia
khoa duy nhét gitip tim kiém d6i twgng.

Tuy nhién, cudc tro chuyén hé 16 ra doc mot diéu: cha me nubi cua
Garrett, nhw Hal noi, thue sy khi€p sg viéc ga sé quay lai lam hai ho hodc
nhitng difa con khac cta ho. Vg 6ng ta, dang ditng canh chéng, la mot phu
nit to béo vGi mai téc quan. Ba ta mac chiéc 4o phong dugc tang ctia mot
dai truyén thanh chuyén phat nhac déong qué. Chiéc 4o 6 ban, c6 hang chi
MY BOOTS TAP TO WKRT. Gidng nhu 6ng chong, anh mit Margaret
Babbage thuwong xuyén quét qua khoidng san va nhitng dam rirng xung
quanh, xem Garrett c6 tré vé khong, Sachs do la vay.

“Chang phai ching t6i da lam gi né , Hal Babbage tiép tuc. Ching to6i
khong bao gio dung roi vot vGi n6 - chinh quyén bang khéng cho phép
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nguoi ta lam nhuw thé nita - tuy nhién t6i ti'ng kién quyét ép no tuan theo ky
luat. Vi dy, ching t6i 1én thdi gian biéu cho cac bita an. T6i dit khoat yéu
cau diéu do. Riéng Garrett luén luén khong dung gio. Toi khéa chan thitc
an lai khi khong ding bita, bdi vay no6 bi doi sudt. Thi thodng t6i dwa né t6i
16p hoc Kinh Thanh ngay thit Bdy danh cho cha va con trai. N6 cam ghét
viéc dy. N6 ctt ng6i im thin thit ¢ ddy. T6i phai n6i vGi cac vi la tdi phat xau
hé. Va tdi la rdy né, mudn né don dep cai phong ban thiu ngap ngua.” Ong
ta chan chir nira gian nita sg. “D6 la nhitng diéu nguwdi ta von van yéu cau
con cai lam. Nhung t6i biét vi thé ma né dam cam ghét t6i.”

Ba vo cling gop 10i khai: “Chuing t6i da tr té€ véi né. Nhung no6 sé khong
nhé dau. N6 sé nhd nhitng lic ching t6i nghiém khac véi né. Giong ba ta
run run. “Va no dang tinh chuyeén tra thu.”

“To6i phai ndi vGi anh, chung t6i sé tw bdo vé minh.” Cha nudi Garrett
canh béo, bay gid 12 néi voi Jesse Corn. Ong ta hat dau chi dong dinh va
chiéc bta han gi nam trén hang hién. “Ching t6i dang déng c6 dinh cac
canh ctra s0, nhung néu n6 cd dot nhap vao... ching t6i sé ty bao vé minh.
Bon tré biét can lam gi. Ching biét cho cat khau sung sian. T6i da day
chung cach st dung.”

Ong ta khuyén khich ching ban Garrett? Sachs bang hoang. C6 da trong
thdy mdy dira tré khac trong ngdi nha, ching ghé mat nhin qua khung lwégi
ctra s6. Co6 vé nhw chwa dita nao qua mudi tudi.

“Hal nay.” Jesse Corn néi giong lanh lung, gianh quyén ctia Sachs.
“Pirng ty x ly bat ¢t viéc gi. Néu ong trong thay Garrett, hdy goi cho
ching t6i. Va dirng dé bon tré dong dén bat cit khau sing nao day. Vao di,
ong thong thudc cac thi trong can phong hon.”

“Chung toi co cac bai luyéen tap”, Hal néi vGi giong ty vé. “Vao cac
ngay thit Nam, sau bita t6i. Bon tré biét phai st dung sting nhu thé nao.”
Ong ta nheo mét khi nhin thdy cai gi d6 trén khodng san. Sy cing thing
thoang hién.

“T6i muon xem phong han”, Sachs béo.

Hal nhtin vai. “Cac vi cit xem xét thodi mai. Nhung cac vi tw xem xét 14y
thoi. Tdi khong vao trong d6 dau. Em dan ho di, Mags.” Ong ta cam lén
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chiéc bua va m6t nam dinh. Sachs dé y thdy bang khau sting luc tho ra cho
cap quan 6ng ta. Ong ta bit dau déng dinh vao khung ctta s6.

“Jesse”, Sachs ndi. “Di vong ra phia sau va kiém tra qua ctra s6 phong
han, xem c6 cai bay nao khong.”

“Cac vi sé chang trong thdy gi dau”, ba me giai thich. “N6 da son den
hét ctra so 16i.”

Son a?

Sachs tiép tuc: “Thé thi hay khong ché 16i dan dén ctra s6. T6i khong
muon gap mot bat ngd nao. Canh chitng nhitng vi tri ngam ban thuan lgi va
dirng phoi minh ra tredc mat han.”

“R0. Canh chirng nhitng vi tri ngam ban thuan 1gi. T6i sé thyc hién.” Va
Jesse gat dau mot cach cwong diéu, cai gat dau cho Sachs thdy anh ta hau
nhw chwa c6 kinh nghiém tac chién. Anh ta bién mat vao khodng san bén
hong ngoi nha.

Ba vg ndi v6i Sachs: “Phong né di 16i nay.”

Sachs budc theo me nudi cia Garrett, di xu6i mot day hanh lang téi 1o
mo day cac thi quan 4o phai gidt la va hang dong tap chi. Gia dinh, Doi
song Co Boc gido, Sung & Pan, Dong ruéng va song sudi, Tap san cta ban
doc.

Pau Sachs ruén vé phia tride khi di qua moi khudng ctra, cap mat dao
trai ddo phai, nhitng ngén tay dai vuot ve bang khau sting luc lam bang go
s0i cham hinh 6 vudng. Canh ctta phong ga trai dong kin.

Garret quang mot t6 ong bap cay vao. Khién c6 ay bi dot mot tram ba
muoi bay phat...

“Ong ba thuc sy sg hidn sé& quay lai?”

Im lang mot 1at, ngwdi phu nit tra 10i: Garrett 1a dita rac réi. Nguoi ta
khong hiéu né va t6i tirng thong cdm vGi n6é hon Hal. T6i chang biét né c6
quay lai khong, tuy nhién néu né quay lai thi sé 16i théi day. Garrett khong
ngai lam hai nguwdi khac dau. Mot dao, & tredng, may thang con trai c@ mé
trom ta dung do ctia né dé vao dé nhitng 10i nhan, quan do 16t ban va cac
th linh tinh. Chang cé gi kinh khung ca, chi la nhitng tro dua tinh nghich.
Nhung Garrett da 1ap mot cai 1ong ma cai 16ng nay sé bat mé trong truong
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hop ta dyng do khong duwgec mé ding cach. N6 cho mot con nhén vao. Lan
tiép theo bon kia téi dién tro tréu choc, con nhén can tring mat mot thang.
Suyt lam thang bé bi mu... Phai, t6i khiép s¢ néu né quay lai.”

Ho dirng buéc bén ngoai mot cira phong ngu. Trén madt ctta gd c6 hang
chit khic tay. NGUY HIEM. BPUNG VAO. Bifc tranh vé nguéch ngoac
bang bt myc mot con ong bap cay tréng dit dan dugc dinh bang bang dinh
phia dué6i hang chit do.

Khéng cé diéu hoa nhiét d6 va Sachs thay long ban tay wét mo héi. Co
chui ban tay vao quan bo.

Sachs bat thiét bi bo6 dam hiéu Motorola va deo b0 tai nghe vira mwon tw
Trung tdm Thong tin Lién lac Van phong Canh sat trudng. Phai mat mot lat
cd mdi do dugce tan so6 ma Steve Farr da dwa. Séng khong tot.

“Rhyme a?”

“Anh day, Sachs. Anh dang cho doi day. Em da ¢ dau vay?”

Sachs khong muon néi véi Rhyme rang co vira danh it phtit c6 gang tim
hiéu vé tam ly ctia Garrett Hanlon. Co6 chi bdo: “Bon em mat mot lic méi
tGi day dugc”.

“Cha, chung ta c6 cai gi nhi?”, nha hinh sy hoc hoi.

“Em chuan bi vao day.”

Sachs ra hiéu bao Margaret quay lai phong khach r6i da cho canh ctra
ma@ vao bén trong va nhay giat lui ra hanh lang, ap sat ngudi vao birc twong
do6i dién. Can phong sang 10 m@ hoan toan im ang.

Khién c6 dy bi d6t md6t tram ba muwoi bay phat...

Puogc. Gio khau sung luc 1én. San sang, san sang, san sang! Sachs day
clra vao.

“Lay Chua”, Sachs khom ngudi xuéng trong tuw thé chién dau. Ghim chat
coO sung, co chia thang hong sting vao mot béng ngwdi ¢ ngay bén trong
phong.

“Sachs?”, Rhyme goi. “Sao vay?”

“Cho chat”, Sachs thi tham, bat ngon deén treo trén tran lén. Hong sting
da chia vao tam poster in hinh con quai vat gém ghiéc trong bo phim Nguaoi
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ngoai hanh tinh(12/,

Co6 dung ban tay trai kéo md toang canh civa ti quan do. Trong rong.

“An toan, Rhyme. Tuy nhién, phdi n6i la, em khong wa lam céi cach han
trang tri can phong.”

Ping ldc dy, m6t mui h6i néng ndc sdc vao miii Sachs. Mui quan o
chwa gidt, mui co thé. Va mui gi dé nita...

“Oi chao”, Sachs 1am bam.

“Sachs. Gi thé?”, Rhyme hdi giong s6t rudt.

“Cai cho nay dang béc mui.”

“T6t. Em biét quy tac cua anh day.”

“Bao gi0 cling ngi mui hién tredong dau tién. Nhung gia ma em khong
ngwi thay gi ca.”

“To6i da dinh don dep.” Ba Babbage khé khang bwdc tdi dang sau lung
Sachs. “Dang € t6i nén don dep, tréc khi cac vi dén day. Nhung toi qua sg
chang dam vao. Vi lai, mui chon hoi rat khé hét, trir phi co riva bang nuwéc
ca chua. Ma Hal nghi nhu thé la lang phi.”

Chinh né. Bao pht 1én mui quan 4o ban la mui xa cia chon hoi, tira tya
mui cao su chay. Hai ban tay vo vao nhau mét cach tuyét vong, trong giong
nhw sap khoc, ba me nubi Garrett thi tham: “Céac vi mé& cita phong né thé
nay, no sé tic dién 1én mat.”

Sachs bao ba ta: “T6i can & ddy mot minh it phut”. Co dan ba ta ra ngoai
roi dong ctra phong lai.

“Pang lang phi thoi gian ddy, Sachs”, Rhyme noéi gay gat.

“Em bat dau day”, Sachs dap 1oi. C6 nhin xung quanh. Cam thay nan
long trwdc nhitng tdm ga trai giwong xam xit, day cac vét 6, nhitng dong
quan 4o ban, nhitng chiéc dia bi thitc an cii lam dinh lai véi nhau, nhitng tai
gidy bong kinh dung day vun khoai tay chién va ngd chién. Toan b6 can
phong khién c6 cau kinh. C6 thdy minh dwa nhitng ngoén tay lén dau gai
soan soat. Ngirng, roi lai gai. Co6 tu héi tai sao c0 lai gian dir thé. Co 1€ vi sy
nhéch nhac nay khién nguwoi ta hinh dung rang cha me nudi da chang quan

https://thuviensach.vn



tam gi t6i Garrett va rang chinh tinh trang bi bé mac d6 da gép phan bién ga
tréd thanh mot ké bat coc, mot tén sat nhan.

Sachs xem xét can phong k¥ lwdng nhwng nhanh chéng, dé y thay hang
chuc vét ban, dau tay va diu chan trén bau ctra s6. Duong nhw ga st dung
ctra s6 thwong xuyén hon ctra treéc va c6 ty hoi phai chang ban dém ho
khoéa bon tré lai.

Co quay sang birc twong doi dién chiéc giwong, nheo mat nhin. Cam
thady mot con &n lanh chay doc co thé. “Ching ta c6 mot nha swu tam & day,
Rhyme.”

Sachs kiém tra cd chuc chiéc lg - nhitng cai chuéng nudi hang dan cén
tring xum Xxit vao véi nhau - dwdi day moi lo déu c6 nuwdc. Cac nhan xac
dinh loai viét nguéch ngoac bang tay: Bo xit boi... Nhén nwdc. Mot cai kinh
lip st nam trén chiéc ban gan do, bén canh la chiéc ghé van phong cii ky
trong nhu thé Garrett da nhat né twr bai rac ve.

“Em biét tai sao nguoi ta goi han la Thang Bo r6i.” Sachs noéi, réi mo ta
cho Rhyme nghe vé nhitng chiéc lg. C6 rung minh ghé sg khi mot 1ii bo bé
ti, w6t at bo doc theo thanh thuy tinh mot chiéc lo.

“A, chi tiét tot cho ching ta.”

“Tal sa0?”

“B0i day la mot sé thich it gap. Néu han mé tennis hay swu tam tién xu
thi viéc dat han vao mot dia diém nao dé sé kho khan hon. Bay gio, hay tiép
tuc xem xét di”, Rhyme néi bang giong nhe nhang, gan nhw vui vé. Sachs
biét anh dang twdng twong rang ban than anh dang di theo tirng 6 ngang doc
cta hién treong, coi c6 nhuw mat va chan ctia anh vay. Truéc day, khi phu
trach bo phan Diéu tra va Ngudn lwc va don vi kham nghiém hién truong
cua S@ Canh sat New York, Lincoln Rhyme thuwong ty kham nghién hién
treong nhitng vu an giét ngwoi, tham chi danh nhiéu thoi gian xem xét hon
ca cac si quan cap duwdi. Co biét cong viéc nay la diéu nhé nhat vé cudc doi
treedc khi tai nan xdy ra.

“B0 dung cu kham nghiém hién trudng thé nao?” Rhyme hoi. Jesse Corn
da dao dwogc mot bo tir kho trang thiét bi van phong canh sét triedng ra cho
Sachs dung.
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Sachs m@ chiéc va li nhé bang kim loai day bui. N6 chang bang mot
phan mudi bé dung cu ctia ¢c6 & New York, nhung it nhat cling c6 cac thi
co ban: nhitng cai nhip, mot dén pin, cac que tham, gang tay cao su va tui
dung ching cw. “So sai thoi” co tra 10oi.

“P0i vdi vu nay, ching ta nhw ca trén can, Sachs a.”

“Em mac can cung anh, Rhyme.” C6 deo gang tay vao trong ltic nhin
xung quanh can phong. Phong ngu cua Garrett dwgc goi la hién truong gian
ti€p - khéng phai noi vu an thyc sy xdy ra ma la noi, vi du nhuw, 1én ké
hoach hanh dong, hodc la noi déi twgng an trén sau khi gy an. Tw lau,
Rhyme da day c6 rang nhitng hién treong nay thwong cé gia tri hon hién
trrong trire tiép vi @ nhitng cho doé doi twgng c6 xu hwdng bat can hon, virt
bd gang tay, quan do, dé lai vii khi cling nhw cac chitng ci khac.

Bay gio, Sachs bat dau cudc kham nghiém, di theo tirng 6 ngang doc can
phong - chia san thanh tirng dai hep song song nhau dé xem xét, cai cach
nguoi ta xén co, ting buwdc, tirng budc, roéi chuyén sang dwdong vudng goc,
ra qua cung mot vi tri lan thi hai.

“Noi cho anh nghe nao, Sachs, noi cho anh nghe nao.”

“Pay la mot chon dang sg, Rhyme.”

“Pang sg a?”, anh cau nhau. “Pang s¢ la cai quai quy gi vay?”

Lincoln Rhyme khong thich nhitng nhan xét mo ho. Anh thich nhitng
tinh t&* manh - cu thé: lanh, lIay 16i, xanh da trgi, xanh 14 cay, sac. Rhyme
tham chi con phan nan khi co6 binh luan cai gi do la “l6n” hodc “nho.”
(“Hay néi cho anh nghe xem kich thwéc né bang bao nhiéu inch hay bao
nhiéu milimét, hoac ding ndi gi ca, Sachs a.” Va Amelia Sachs luon kham
nghiém hién trerong véi mot khau Glock 10, gang tay cao su va thwdc day
hiéu Stanley.)

Cd nghi: O, minh cdm thay sg phat khiép. Diéu dy khong c6 y nghia gi
sao?

“Han dan trén twong cac birc poster. Tir bo phim Ngudoi ngoai hanh tinh.
Va Nhén khéng 16!18! - bon bo to 1én nay dang tan cong ngudi ta. Han ciing
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tw vé nita. Cac hinh anh day bao lwc. Can phong cuwc ky ban thiu, do an vat,
quan 4o, 1i con trung trong nhitng chiéc lo. Chang con gi nhiéu nhan nita.”

“Quan 4o ban a?”

“Vang. C6 mot vat hitu ich - mot chiéc quan dai, ban kinh khing. Han
da mac no nhiéu lan, né phai chita ca tan dau vét. Gau lo-vé. That may man
cho ching ta - hau hét dam thiéu nién & tu6i han chi mac quan bo mau
xanh.” Sachs tha n6 vao mot tdi nhya dung chirng cu.

“Ao so mi?”

“Chi c6 ao phong”, co tra 1oi. “Khong cai nao c6 tui cd.” Cac nha hinh
su hoc von van yéu thich nhitng bo khuy cai mang sét va tii ao, ching gitr
lai d moi loai manh m6i hitu ich. “Em tim thdy mdy cudén v&, Rhyme.
Nhung Jim Bell va cac canh sat khac han da xem xét ching r6i.”

“Dirng dwa ra bat cit gid dinh nao vé cong viéc kham nghiém hién
trvong ma nhitng dong nghiép ctia ching ta tién hanh”, Rhyme ndi mot
cach giéu cot.

“Ro6.”

Sachs bat dau lat tirng trang. “Khong nhat ky. Khong ban do. Khong c6
gi lién quan dén chuyén bat céc... Chi c6 cac con con trung... vé nhitng thit
han nuéi trong 19.”

“C0 hinh con gai, phu nt* khong? Co hinh ac dam khong?”

“Khong.”

“Mang ching vé day. Nhitng cuon sach thi sao?”

“Co 1& chirng mot tram cudn. Sach gido khoa, sach vé dong vat, con
trung... Khoan da, c6 cai nay, mot cudn nién giam cua trwong Trung hoc
Tanner’s Corner. Tt sdu nam trugce.”

Rhyme héi ai d6 trong phong. Roi anh quay lai v&i cude dién dam. “Jim
bdo Lydia hai mwoi sau tudi. Co6 ta han phdi ra truong cach day tdm nam.
Nhung ct kiém tra trang vé nhitng nit sinh ho McConnell xem.”

Sachs lat dén van M.

“Phai. Anh chup Mary Beth bi cit ra bing mot ludi dao sdc Han chéc
chan phu hgp véi sy mo ta kinh dién vé mot ké chuyén rinh rap ham doa,
quay roi ngwoi khac.”
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“Chuing ta khong quan tam dén nhitng mo td. Ching ta quan tam dén
chitng ct. Nhitng cudn sach khac - nhitng cudn trén gia cua han - cudén nao
han doc thwong xuyén nhat?”

“Lam sao em...”

“Xem cac trang ban nhiéu hay khéng”, Rhyme sot rudt n6i gay gat.
“Hay bat dau tir nhitng cu6én gan giwvong han nhit. Mang vé day do bon,
nam cudn.”

Sachs 1dy ra bon cudn c6 céc trang son rach nhat. S6 tay nha con trung
hoc, Hwéng dan thwe dia vé con triung khu viec Bac Carolina, Con trung
dwéi nwdc khu viee Bac My, Thé gidi thu nho.

“Em lay bon cudn r6i, Rhyme. Nhiéu trang dwgc danh dau. Mot s6 trang
duoc danh dau sao.”

“To6t. Mang ching vé day. Nhung phai c6 cai gi do dac biét hon trong
can phong chi.”

“Em chang thé tim thay cai gi.”

“Ctt xem xét di, Sachs. Han la mot ga trai muwdi sau tudi. Em biét nhitng
vu c6 tha pham vi thanh nién ma ching ta titng lam r6i day. Phong cua
thanh, thiéu nién méi 16n bao gio cling 1a trung tam vii tru cta ching. Hay
thit suy nghi giong nhw mot thiéu nién mwoi sau tudi xem. Em sé gidu giém
cac tht ¢ dau?”

Sachs nhin bén dwdi tdim ném, bén trong va bén duwéi cac ngan kéo ban
hoc, trong ti quan do, bén duwdi nhitng cai goi day bui. R6i c6 chiéu dén pin
vao khe hg gilta twong va givong. Co noi: “Co cai gi dé ¢ day, Rhyme”.

“Cai gi?”

Sachs tim thdy mot dong khan gidy hiéu Kleenex da dung, mot chai sita
dwong am Vaseline Intensive Care. Co6 kiém tra mot trong nhitng chiéc khan
gidy. N6 6 ban bai thi gi d6 c6 vé nhu 1a tinh dich.

“Hang chuc chiéc khan gidy bén canh giwvong. Han da la ké thuong
xuyén bat ban tay phai ciia minh ban biju.”

“Han muoi sau tudi”, Rhyme ndi. “Néu han khéng nhu thé méi 1a khong
binh thwdong. Bo mot chiéc vao ti di. Ching ta c6 thé sé can dén it cau tric
ADN.”
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Sachs tim thdy mot thit khac nita dwdi gam givong: mot khung anh ré
tién ma trén dé c6 nhitng hinh vé thé thién ctia Garrett vé con trung - kién,
ong bap cay, bo canh citng. Bén trong long bic anh chup Mary Beth
McConnell cat ra tir cuoén nién gidam. Con mét tap album cé chirng chuc bic
anh khac chup Mary Beth. Ching la nhitng bitc anh doi thwong. Hau hét la
nhitng birc anh chup co6 gai tré ¢ noi nhu la treong dai hoc hodc luc co dang
di bd doc theo con pho trong mot thi tran nhé. Hai bitc chup c6 mac bikini &
bén ho. Trong ca hai bitc nay, cd déu dang cii xudng va bitc anh tap trung
vao khe nguc ¢6. Sachs n6i véi Rhyme nhitng thit ¢6 tim thay.

Nguoi dep trong mong cua han , Rhyme 1am bam. “Tiép tuc di.”

“Em nghi ching ta nén thu ldy may thi nay va bat dau kham nghiém
hién trueong truc tiép.”

“Xem xét them mot, hai phut nita, Sachs. Hay nhg: dong vai nhitng
nguwoi mudn nhoén tay lam phic, day 1a y twdng ctia em chit khéng phai ctia
anh nhé.”

Co run 1én vi titc gidn tredc cau noéi nay. “Anh mudn gi nao?”, cd néng
ndy hoi. “Anh muon em 1ay dau van tay a? Hay hut l1dy t6c?”

“Tat nhién la khéng. Em biét chiing ta khong tim kiém nhitng chitng c
cho 1y vién cong t6 dem ra toa. Ching ta chi can nhitng thit sé gitip ching
ta phong doan dwgc noi han dwa hai c6 gai kia di. Han dau dinh dwa ho vé
nha. Han da chuan bi mot chon danh riéng cho ho. Va han dén dé sém hon
dé san sang moi thit. Han c6 1€ it tuoi va thudc loai 1ap di nhwng dwong nhw
van la ké t6i pham ngan nap. Tham chi néu hai c6 géi kia da chét thi anh
dam ca rang han ciing da lwa chon xong nhitng ndm mo dep dé am ap cho
ho.”

Mac du da lam viéc cung nhau sudt chirng ay thoi gian, Sachs van khong
tai nao quen dugc vai thai do chai citng cia Rhyme. Co biét day chinh la
mot trong nhitng yéu t6 tao nén mot nha hinh sy hoc - khodng cach ma
ngwoi ta bat budc phai gitt doi véi noi khiép s¢ triedc mot vu pham toi - tuy
nhién c6 thdy diéu &y méi khé khan lam sao. C6 thé bdi ¢6 nhan ra co ciling
mang trong minh chinh kha nang lanh lung ay, sy lanh dam dén té dai ma
cac nhan vién kham nghiém hién treong bat budc phai bat 1én nhuw bat mot
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cong tac den dién, sy lanh dam doi lic khién Sachs lo sg¢ sé lam trai tim c6
tro ly di khong mém mai lai duwgc nita.

Nhitng ndm mo dep dé 4m 4p...

Lincoln Rhyme, ngudi s& hitu giong néi c6 sttc quyén rii nhat khi anh
hinh dung ra mot hién tredng vu an, bao c6: “Tiép tuc di, Sachs, hay soi sau
vao tam tri han. Hay tré thanh Garrett Hanlon. Em dang nghi gi? Cudc song
cia em ra sao? Em van thuong lam gi trong can phong nhé bé do, tirng
phut, tirng phut, ti'ng phit? Nhitng y nghi bi mat nhat ctia em la gi?”

Nhitng nha hinh sy hoc ctr khoi nhat, Rhyme tirng néi véi Sachs, cling
giong nhitng tiéu thuyét gia thién tai, nhitng ngudi cé thé twdng twgng minh
la cac nhan vat do chinh minh sang tao - va c6 thé bién hoan toan vao thé
gidi ciia mot nguoi khac.

Anh mét c¢6 quét khdp cin phong thém lan nita. Minh mudi sau tudi.
Minh la mot ga trai rac r6i. Minh mo c6i, ddm ban hoc hay tréu choc minh,
minh muoi squ tudi, muoi sau tudi, mwoi sau tudi...

Mot y nghi xudt hién. Sachs chdp 1dy né treede khi n6 chubi di.

“Rhyme, anh biét diéu ky la la gi khong?”

“N6i anh nghe, Sachs.” Gigng anh nhe nhang, khuyén khich.

“Han la mo6t ga trai mGi 16n, ding khong nao? Cha, em nhéd Tommy
Briscoe - em hen ho véi anh ta khi em mudi sdu tudi. Anh biét trén khap
cac bt twong trong phong anh ta la gi khong?”

“Vao thoi anh thi la poster in hinh céi c6 nang Farrah Fawcett chét tiét.”

“Chinh xac la n6. Garrett khong c6 anh chup mot nguwdi mau noi tiéng
nao ca, khong c6 bat c mot poster in hinh tir tap chi Playboy hay
Penthouse nao. Khong c6 bo bai Magic, khong c6 Pokémon , khéng thit d6
choi nao. Khong Alanis hay Celine. Khong mot poster in hinh nhitng tay
viét nhac rock... Va nay, anh nghe nay: khong dau chay bang video, khong
ti vi, khong may stereo, khong dai. Khong Nintendo. Lay Chuia, han muai
sdu tudi va han tham chi khong c6 may vi tinh.” Con gai do dau cta Sachs
muoi hai tu6i va phong con bé gan nhu la mot phong trung bay do dién tw
vay.

“Co thé van deé la tién - do cha me nuo6i.”
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“Nay Rhyme, néu em & tudi han va em mudn nghe nhac tw em sé lap
mot chiéc dai. Khéng cé gi ngan can duwgc tudi méi 16n. Tuy nhién, nhitng
thit &y khong dem dén cho han hitng tha.”

“Tuyét voi, Sachs.”

C6 thé, c6 ngam nghi, nhung diéu nay nghia la gi? Ghi lai cac quan sat
ma@i chi la mot nira cong viec cua khoa hoc kham nghiém. Nwra kia, quan
trong hon nhiéu, 1a di t6i cac két luan hitu ich tir sy quan sat.

“Sachs...”

“Xuyt.”

CO ddu tranh dé gat con ngwoi thuwe cia minh sang bén: nit canh sat dén
tr Brooklyn, c6 gai say mé nhitng chiéc xe hoi hiéu General Motors khoe
khoan, cyru ngwoi mau thai trang cho dai 1y cia Chantelle & dai 16 Madison,
quan quan ban sung ngan, co gai c6 bo toc dé dwgce nudi dai va nhitng méng
tay cat ngan dé théi quen gai dau hay da thit moéi lic cang thang dirng gay
nén cac vét thwong giong nhuw cac vét thwong trén co thé chiia Jesus khi bi
dong dinh cau rut.

CoO gang bién con nguoi ay thanh tro bui va tr@ thanh mot ga trai muwoi
sdu tudi rac roi, dang sg. Mot ké can, hodac muon, gianh phu nit bang vii luc.
Can, hoac mudn, dugc giét choc.

Minh c6 nhitng suy nghi nhu thé nao?

“Em chang quan tam t6i cac thu vui binh thwong, am nhac, ti vi, may vi
tinh. Em chang quan tam tdi tinh duc binh thwong.” Sachs néi, nhuw néi véi
chinh minh nita. “Em chang quan tdm tGi cdc moi quan hé binh thuwong.
Nguoi ta cling giong bon con trung - nhitng thit dé bi nhdt lai. Thyc t€, em
chi quan tadm tGi bon c6n trung. Bon ching la nguon an Gi duy nhat cta em.
Niém thich tht duy nhét ctia em.” C6 no6i nhitng diéu nay trong ltc di di lai
lai tredc day lo. R6i c6 nhin xudng san nha dwdi chan. “Vét di chuyén cua
chiéc ghe!”

“Cai gi?”

“Chiéc ghé ctia Garrett... n6 c6 cac banh xe. N6 quay vao phia day lo
nuodi con trung. Tat cd nhitng gi han lam la lan ghé tién 1én lui xudng, cham
cham quan sat ching va vé ching. Chét tiét, han c6 thé con tro chuyén cung
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ching nita 4y chit. Toan bd cudc song cua han la nhitng con bo nay.” Nhung
vét di chuyén trén san go ding lai treede khi lan dén cho chiéc lo & cudi day
- chiéc lo 16n nhat va dugc dat hoi cach cac lo khac. N6 dung nhitng con vat
madc ao vang. Nhitng con vat bé ti than cong cong mang hai mau den - vang
gian dir vut qua vut lai y nhw thé ching y thitc duge sy xam pham cuda
Sachs.

Co6 budc tdi cho chiéc lo, can than cii nhin né, réi néi véi Rhyme: “Mot
chiéc lo dung day ong bap cay. Em nghi day la chiéc két an toan cua han.”

“Tal sa0?”

“N6 khong & gan nhitng chiéc lo khac. Han chang bao gio ngam nghia
noé cd - em c6 thé n6i nhw thé dya vao vét di chuyén cuia chiéc ghé. Va tat ca
nhitng chiéc lo khac déu c6 nwdc - nudi cac loai bo thiy sinh. Pay la chiéc
lo duy nhat dyng loai con trung bay dugc. Mot y twdng tuyét voi, Rhyme -
ai sé dong dén chiéc lo nhw thé? Va chitng gang tay rudi gidy han vui giau
cai gi do.”

“Kiém tra bén trong xem.”

Sachs m@ ctra va hoi muon ba Babbage doi gang tay da ba ta mang gang
tay vao, ba ta thay Sachs dang nhin vao chiéc lo dyng ong bap cay.

“Co khong dinh dong dén n6 day chit?”, ba Babbage tuyét vong tham
thi.

“T6i dang dinh lam thé.”

“Qi, Garrett sé dién tiét 1én. N6 von van quat thao bat cit ai dong dén lo
ong bap cay cta né.”

“Ba Babbage, Garrett l1a mét toi pham dang chay trén. Viéc han quat
thao bat ¢t ai khong phai moi ban tam & day.”

“Nhung nh& né 1én quay lai va thay c6 dong dén chiéc lo. Y t6i 1a... N6
c6 thé noi dién.” Nwdc mat lai chuece trao ra.

“Chung t6i sé tim thay han tredc khi han quay lai.” Sachs néi véi giong
tran an. “Purng lo lang.”

Sachs deo gang tay, va co lay chiéc vo g6i quan xung quanh canh tay dé
tran. CO tur t kéo cai nap lo bang lwéi ra, tho tay vao. Hai con ong bap cay
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bo lén gang tay, nhung chi lat sau n6 bay di. S6 con lai hoan toan thd o
tredc s xam pham nay. C6 c6 gang khong lam chiing xdo dong.

Bi dot mét trdm ba muoi bdy phdt. ..

Sachs chi suc xudng chirng nira gang tay da phat hién dugc mot chiéc tai
nhya. “Day r6i.” Co rdt n6 1én. Mot con ong bap cay thoat khéi lo va mat
hit trong ngdi nha truede khi co kip day cai nap bang lwdi lai.

Cai do6i gang tay da, deo doi gang tay cao su vao, coO md chiéc tai, do cac
thit dyng bén trong ra givong. Mot cuon day cau manh. Mat it tién - chitng
tram d6 la tién mdt va bon dong Eisenhower bang bac. Mot khung anh
khéc, cai nay long birc hinh cat tir bai bdo no, chup Garrett ng6i véi gia
dinh mdt tuan treedc vu tai nan 6 t6 da cwdp mat cha me va em géi ga. Mot
doan day xich ngan x6 mot chia khoa méo mo - giong chia khoa 6 to, tuy
nhién khéng c6 logo trén dau chia, chi c6 mot day s6 ngan. Co bao céo véi
Rhyme vé chiéc chia khéa.

“Tot, Sachs a. Tuyét voi. Anh chwa biét n6 c6 y nghia gi, nhung n6 1a sy
khoi dau. Bay gio thi chuyén sang hién truong tryc tiép di. Bén tau kénh
Nudc den.”

Sachs ngtrng mot chit, nhin xung quanh can phong. Con ong bap cay
thoat khoi lo da quay lai, dang c6 gang chui trd vao. Sachs ti hoéi liéu n6
dang gui tdi cac anh em no thong diép gi.

“To6i khong thé theo kip”, Lydia bdo Garrett. “T6i khong thé di nhanh
nhw thé nay”, c6 hon hén no6i. M6 hoi chdy rong rong trén mat co6. Bo dong
phuc cua c6 w6t sting.

“Im”, Garrett gian dit quat. “Tao can phai lang nghe. Tao khong tai nao
nghe dugc khi may c 1ai nhai sudt.”

Lang nghe cai gi? Lydia ty héi.

Garrett lai xem ban d6 va dan c6 di doc mé6t 16i mon khac. Ho dang con
& sau trong ring thong va mac du ho khong di duéi nang, co6 van bi chéng
madt, nhan ra nhitng triéu chitng ban dau ctia con say nang.

Ga liéc nhin Lydia, &nh mat lai dat 1én nguc co.

Cac mong tay bung tanh tach.

Cai nong khiing khiép.
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“Xin cau”, Lydia vira thi thao vira khoc. “T6i khong thé di nhw thé nay!
Xin cau!”

“Im! Tao sé khong n6i véi may nita dau day!”

Mot ddam mudi mat bay xung quanh mat Lydia. C6 hit phai mot, hai con
va kinh tdm nho ra. Lay Chda, ¢c6 méi ghét cai chon nay lam sao chi -
trong rung. Lydia Johansson von van ghét di ra ngoai trdi. Phan 1én moi
ngwoi mé nhitng canh ring, nhitng bé boi, nhitng san choi. Nhuwng hanh
phtic d6i véi o la sy man nguyén mong manh hau nhw chi dién ra bén
trong nha: cong viéc cta co, nhitng cudn truyén kinh di va ti vi, tan gau véi
cac ban gai con doc than bén ly cocktail margarita tai nha hang T.G.I Ngay
thit Sau, nhitng cudc di mua sam lu bu, nhitng budi t6i thi thoang cung ban
trai.

Toan nhitng niém vui dién ra bén trong nha.

Khung canh ngoai troi ggi cho Lydia nghi tGi cac bita tiéc thit nwéng ma
nhitng ngwdi ban da 1ap gia dinh t6 chitc, n6é goi cho c6 nghi tdi nhitng gia
dinh ng6i xung quanh bé baoi trong ltic bon tré choi v6i nhitng thit dé choi
bom phong, nhitng chuyén picnic, nhitng phu ni* gon ghé dién do boi hiéu
Speedo va dép x6 ngon.

Khung canh ngoai troi goi cho Lydia nghi téi mot cudc song ma co
mong muon nhung khong c6 dugc, goi cho c6 nghi tdi noi ¢6 don cua co.

Garrett dan c6 di xu6i mot 16i mon khac, ra khéi khu rirng. Cay c6i dot
nhién bién mat va mot cai ho khong 16 mé tredc mat ho. D6 1a mot mé da
cli. Nuwéc duwéi day ho niva xanh 1a cdy nita xanh da trdi. Co nhé cach day
nhiéu nam tré con titng xuéng day boi, trudc khi dam lay bat dau xam lan
dat dai phia bac song Paquo va khu vic nay tré nén nguy hiém hon.

“Pi nao”, Garret noi, hat dau chi cai ho.

“Khong. To6i khong mudn. N6 dang s¢ lam.”

“Tao chang quan tam chuyén may muon gi”, Garrett quat. “DPi nao!”

Ga tém hai ban tay bi tréi cia Lydia va 16i co theo mot 16i mon doc ditng
xudng cai go da 16m chédm. Garrett cdi 40 so mi, cti ngudi té nwdc 1én 16p
da sung tdy. Ga gai va choc vao nhitng vét lan, xem xét cdc mong tay. That
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kinh tdm. Ga ngang l1én nhin Lydia. “May mu6n lam thé chi¥? Rat dé chiu.
May c6 thé cdi vay ra, néu may muén. Xuong boi.”

Khiép s¢ vGi cai y nghi tran truong trwedc Garrett, Lydia dit khoat lac
dau. Ro6i c6 ngoi xudng gan bo ho, té nwdc 1én mat va canh tay.

“Chi c6 diéu dirng uong nwdc dé. Tao c6 cai nay.”

Garrett 16i tir dang sau mot tdng da ra cai tdi vai gai ban thiu, han la ga
méi gidu né vao day. Ga 16i ra chai nwdc va vai phong bich quy phé mat véi
bo lac. Ga an mot phong bich quy, udéng ntra chai nwéc. Ga dwa phan con lai
cho Lydia.

Co lac dau, tw choi.

“Me kiép, tao khong bi AIDS hay bi lam sao dau, néu may dang nghi
nhw vay. May phéi uong gi di chit.”

Phét 16 cdi chai, Lydia ghé miéng xu6ng lan nwédc dudi mé da, hdp sau
mot hoi. Né man va c6 vi sat. That kinh tém. Co nghet thd, suyt phat non.

“Lay Chua, tao da bao ma”, Garrett quat. Ga lai dwa chai nwéc cho
Lydia. “C6 du thi¢ ban thiu dugi dé. Pirng ngu ngdc qua nhu thé.” Ga quang
cho c6 céi chai. C6 vung vé bat 1ay bang doi ban tay bi tr6i va uéng can.

Puoc uéng nwdc, Lydia ngay 1ap tic tinh tdo. Co bt cang thang, hoi:
“Mary Beth dau? Cau da lam gi c6 ay?”

“Co ay dang & mot cho ngoai bién. Ngoi nha cli cia mot nguwai khu bo.”

Lydia biét Garrett mudn néi gi. Poi véi dan Carolina, nguwdi khu bo
nghia la ngudi song & Bo Ngoai - dai dat ngan cach Pai Tay Duwong vGi bo
bién Bac Carolina. Vay Mary Beth dang & d6. Va c6 hiéu tai sao ho da di vé
phia dong - vé phia viing dam lay khong nha ctta, hau nhw khong cé noi nao
dé an tron ca. Chac ga da gidu mot con thuyén dé di xuyén qua vung dam
lay ra hé thong dwong thuy ven bién, dén Elizabeth City, vugt eo
Albemarle, sang khu bo.

Garrett ti€p tuc: “Tao thich chd d6. N6 dep cuc ky. May thich bién chi
ha?”. Ga hoi Lydia theo cai cach la lung - nhw thé tro chuyén - va ga xem ra
hau nhw binh thuong. Trong khoanh khac, c6 bét khiép sg. Nhung roi ga lai
ngoi sitng, lang nghe gi do, dat mot ngoén tay 1én moi bao c6 im lang, titc toi
cau may, va phan tam t6i ciia con ngudi ga quay lai. Cudi cung, ga lac dau
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khi di dén két luan rang cai gi d6 ma ga vira lang nghe khong phai moi de
doa. Ga vira cha mu ban tay khap mat vira gai mot vét lan khac. “Pi thoi.”
G4 hat dau chi ngwoc 1én 16i mon doc ditng dan téi mép moé da. “Khong xa
dau.”

“Ra Bo Ngoai phai mat mot ngay. Hon mot ngay.”

“R0O khi, hom nay chung ta chwa ra do.” Garrett lanh lung cuwoi thanh
tiéng, nhw thé Lydia vira néu 1én mot y kién ngu ngdc nita. “Chiing ta sé
tron loanh quanh dau day va dé cho cai bon chét giam tim kiém chuing ta di
qua. Chung ta sé dgi dén hét dém da.” Ga khong nhin c¢6 khi néi cau nay.

“Doi dén hét dém?”, Lydia thi thao mot cach tuyét vong.

Nhung Garrett khong néi gi nita. Ga day co di theo 16i mon doc ditng
dan t¢i mép mé da va sau do la rirng thong.
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CHUONG SAU

Su cudn hat cua hién treong nhitng vu an mang la gi?

Tung kham nghiém hang ta nhitng hién treong, Amelia Sachs hay dat ra
cau héi nay va gio day co6 lai ngam nghi vé n6 khi ditng trén 1é duong 112 &
Bén tau kénh Nudc den, nhin xudng séng Paquenoke.

Pay la noi cau thiéu nién Billy Stail da chét trong viing mdu, la noi hai
c6 gai tré da bi bat coc, noi cudc doi mot canh sat tan tuy da vinh vién thay
doi - co thé sé két thic - bdi ca tram con ong bap cay. Va tham chi duwdi anh
nang mat troi khong ngirng thiéu dot, tam trang ngwoi dan khu vie Bén tau
kénh Nudc den van bat an, &m dam.

Sachs than trong quan sat xung quanh. Cho nay, tai hién treong vu éan,
mot suon doi doc ditng, virong vai rac, dan tir 1é duong 112 xuéng bo song
lay 16i. Dén doan dat bang trd lai, moc 1én nhitng cay liéu, nhitng cay bach
va hang tim cé cao. Chiéc cau tau cii k§, muc nat chay ra ngoai song chirng
ba muoi feet, r6i chim dan dwdi nuwdc.

O ngay khu vuc nay thi ching c6 nha cta gi, tuy nhién Sachs dé y thay
mot loat nhitng ngdi nha 16n, kiéu thoi ky dau thye dan cach khong xa con
song. Nhitng ngoi nha ro rang dat tién nhung Sachs dé y thay tham chi bo
phan dan cuw nay ctia Bén tau kénh Nudc den, cling giong nhu ban than quén
ly, ctt c6 vé lanh l€o, hoang vang. C6 mat mot Iic mGi nhan ra 1y do tai sao
- khong c6 tré em choi ngoai san mdc du dang la thoi gian nghi he. Khong
c6 nhitng bé boi bang cao su bom phong, khong c6 xe dap loang quang,
khong c6 nguoi tan bo. Khung canh nay ggi cho co nhd tdi cai dam tang ma
ho di ngang qua may tiéng déng ho truéc - nhé t6i chiéc quan tai cua dira
bé - va c6 phai kién quyét diit cac y nghi khoi héi ¢c buon ba do, dé tre vé
v6i nhiém vu ctia minh.
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Kham nghiém hién treong. Nhitng dai bang vang chang xung quanh hai
dia diém. Dia diém gan mép nuwdc hon c6 mot cay liéu, tredc cay liéu co6 vai
b6 hoa - 1a noi Garrett da bat céc Lydia. Dia diém kia la mot khoang dat
trong, dugc bao boc xung quanh bédi cay c6i, noi ma, ngay hom qua, ga trai
da giét chét Billy Stail va bit c6c Mary Beth. O giita hién trudng nay 1a mot
loat nhitng cai hé néng Mary Beth da dao dé tim kiém dau nhitng miii tén
cling nhv nhitng di vat khac. Cach trung tam hién treong hai muoi feet la
dwong phun son danh dau vi tri xac Billy nam.

Phun son a? Sachs thiat vong nghi. Nhitng cdnh sat nay rdé rang chang
quen v@i viéc diéu tra &n mang.

Mot chiéc xe cua van phong canh sat tredng trd 1én 1é dwong va Lucy
Kerr tréo ra. Chinh x4c la diéu minh can - thém tay thém chan. Ni canh sat
lanh lung gat dau chao Sachs. “Co tim thay thit gi hitu ich tai nha han
khong?”

“Vai thit.” Sachs chang giai thich thém va hat dau chi xuéng swon doi.

Qua bo tai nghe, c6 nghe thay Rhyme héi: “Hién treong c6 bi giam nat
bay nhuv trong dnh khong?”.

“Giong nhu mot dan gia sic da di qua vay. Phai téi hai chuc dau chan.”

“Me kiép.” Nha hinh sy hoc 1am bam.

Lucy nghe thay 1oi binh pham cia Sachs nhwng khéng noi gi, chi tiép
tuc nhin ra cho nwéc t6i tham noi dong kénh gap song.

Sachs hoi: “Kia la chiéc thuyén han dung dé chay trén a?” C6 nhin vé
phia mot chiéc xuéng nho dau ghéch 1én bo séng lay 10i.

“Pang kia, ding roi.” Jesse Corn no6i. “Khong phai ctia han. Han danh
cap ctia mdy ngudi ¢ man trén song. Chi muén xem xét n6?”

“Dé sau. Bay gio, liéu 16i nao khong phai la 16i han da tdi day? Toi
muon noéi, ngay hom qua. Khi han giét chét Billy.”

“Khong phai a?” Jesse chi vé phia dong. “Chang c6 gi ¢ dang dé. Toan
dam lay va sdy th6i. Tham chi khong thé dau mot chiéc thuyén. Vay hoac
han di doc theo dwong 112 r6i di xuéng bo dat nay. Hodc, vi cé chiéc
thuyeén, t6i cho rang han da chéo thuyén tir bén kia song sang.”
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Sachs mé va li dung do6 kham nghiém hién truong. C6 bao Jesse: “T6i
muon 1ay mau doi chiéu dat & xung quanh day.”

“Mau doi chiéu?”

“Nhiéu mau khac nhau, anh biét day.”

“Chinh x4ac la dat ¢ day?”

“Phai.”

“Pwgc ma”, Jesse tra 10i. Roi hoi: “Tai sao?”.

“Vi néu chiing ta tim thay thitr dat khong phu hgp véi dat ty nhién & khu
vurc nay, né cé thé tir noi Garrett git hai c6 gai.”

Lucy noi: “N6 cling c6 thé tir veon nha Lydia hay tir sdn sau nha Mary
Beth hay ttr giay cua 1 tré dén day cau ca vai ngay truéc.”

“Cé thé.” Sachs n6i mot cach kién nhan. “Nhung du sao chiing ta cling
can lam viéc nay.” Co dwa cho Jesse mot céi tii nhira. Anh ta sai budc di,
hai long vi dugc gitp d& c6. Sachs bat dau xuong doi. Co dirng chan, lai md&
va li dung do6 kham nghiém hién treong. Khéng cé day thun. Co dé y thay
Lucy Kerr cot mdy sgi & cudi bim t6c tét kiéu Phap. “Mwon dugce chit?”, co
héi. “May soi day thun dy?”

Sau mot chut chan chtr, nit canh sat thao ching ra. Sachs quan vao giay
minh. C6 giai thich: “Theé thi t6i sé biét dau chan nao la cua t6i”.

Ct nhv diéu dé tao nén sy khac biét gitta cai bai 1on x0n nay ay, Sachs
tw nhu.

Co budc vao hién treong.

“Sachs, em c6 gi 16i?”, Rhyme hoi. Song bo dam tham chi t6i hon ca lic
tredc.

“Em khong thé hinh dung o rang quang canh cho lam.” Sachs vira tra
10i vira xem xét mat dat. “Qua nhiéu dau chan. Phai t6i tdam hay muoi nguoi
khac nhau di qua day trong vong hai muoi tu tiéng dong ho vira roi. Nhung
em cling c6 nhitng hinh dung co ban vé viéc xdy ra - Mary Beth dang quy
dwdi dat. Dau giay cia mot nguwdi la nam gigi ti€én dén tir phia tay - tir phia
dong kénh. Dau giay cta Garrett. Em nh@ hinh déang dé giay ma Jesse tim
thdy. Em c6 thé nhan ra noi Mary Beth ditng 1én va Iui lai. Dau giay mot
ngwoi la nam gidi khac tién dén tir phia nam. Billy. Cau ta di xudng bo dat.
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Cau ta di chuyén nhanh - hau nhu chi trén miii giay. Vay la cau ta dang
guong chan chay. Garrett tién vé phia cdu ta. Hai nguwdi au da. Billy dwa vao
mot cay liéu. Garrett tién vé phia cau ta. Tiép tuc au da.” Sachs xem xét
dwong vé mau trang danh dau than thé Billy. “Phat dau tién Garrett dap
Billy bang xéng la dap vao dau. Cau ta nga xudng. Phat ay chwa giét chét
cau ta. Nhung Garrett dap cau ta mot phat nita vao ¢6 khi cau ta nga xudng.
Phat &y mdi la phat chi mang.”

Jesse cat tiéng cuwoi day ngac nhién, nhin cham cham vao van céi duong
vé d6 y nhuw thé nhin vao mdt cédi gi hoan toan khac v@i cai Sachs nhin.
“Lam sao chi biét dugc?”

Co lo dang néi: “Cac vét mau. Cé may giot nhé & day”. Co chi xubéng
mdt dat. “Cung nhitng giot nhu thé roi thanh mot doan khodng sau feet - do6
la mau tr dau Billy. Nhung céi vét mau phun manh kia - thong thuwdng phai
tr chd ditt dong mach canh hodc tinh mach canh - bat dau khi cau ta da
nga... Pugc roi, Rhyme, em bat dau kham nghiém day.”

Di theo dudng ban co. Ting budc. Tirng budc. Anh mét dit 1én 16p bui
dat va nhitng cong cé. Anh mét dit 1én 16p vé day dau méau ctia cac cay lidu
va soi. Anh mét dit 1én cdc canh nhanh chia bén trén cao. (“Mot hién
treong vu an la mot khong gian ba chiéu, Sachs a”, Rhyme hay nhac nh&
thé.)

“Nhitng dau mau thudc 1a van con ¢ dé chi?”, Rhyme hoi.

“Van con.” Sachs quay sang Lucy. “Nhitng dau mau thudc 14 ay”, co
ndi, hat dau chi xudéng mat dat. “Tai sao khong nhat ching?”

“0.” Jesse tra 15i thay cho Lucy. “Ctia Nathan th6i ma.”

“Ai vay?”

“Nathan Groomer. M6t dong nghiép ctia ching téi. Anh ta da c6 gang
cai ma chwa duogc.”

Sachs thé dai, tuy nhién kiém ché khong néi ra la bat ¢ ngudi canh sat
nao hut thudc tai hién trwedng vu an déu dang bi dinh chi cong tac. Co xem
xét mat dat k§ lwong, nhung chang cé két qua gi. Moi loai sgi nhin thay
duwgc, nhitng manh gidy hay cac vat chitng khac déu da bi di chuyén hoac bi
gi6é cuén mat. Coé budc t6i hién truong vu bat céc sang hom nay, chui qua
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dai bang vang va bat dau di theo dwong ban cd xung quanh cay liéu. Di tdi
di lui, chién dau v&i cam gidc choang vang vi néng. “Rhyme, chang co gi
dang ké & day dau... nhung... khoan nao.” Co6 khuyu chan xu6ng than trong
nhat 1én mot t¢ khan gidy Kleenex bi vo tron. Pau goi c6 kéu rang rac - do
chitng viém khdép da hanh ha c6 nhiéu nam nay. Tha chay dudi theo mot d6i
twgng con hon phdi ng6i xém, c6 nghi. “Kleenex. Trong twong tw nhitng to
tim thay tai nha han, Rhyme. Chi c6 diéu t& nay dinh mau. Kha nhiéu méau.”

Lucy hoi: “Co nghi Garrett danh roi?”

Sachs xem xét nd. “Toi chwa biét. Tat cd nhitng gi t6i cé thé ndi la no6
khong ¢ day tir dém hom qua. Lwgng hoi am qua it. Swong sém da phai lam
no ra ra phan ntra r6i.”

“Tuyét voi, Sachs. Em biét dugc diéu dy ¢ dau? Anh khong nhé da tirng
dé cap tGi no.”

“C0, anh da ting.” Co noi vé lo dang. “Sach giao khoa cua anh. Chuvong
muoi hai. Vé gidy.”

Sachs di xuéng mép nuwdc, xem xét chiéc thuyén nho. Co khong tim thay
gi. R6i cO hoi: “Jesse, anh c6 thé chéo thuyén dwa t6i sang bén kia dugc
ch?”

Anh ta, tat nhién, con hon ca mirng r&. Va c6 ty héi liéu bao l1au nita thi
anh ta sé dwa ra 10i dé nghi di uong ca phé lan dau tién. Chang dugc moi,
Lucy ciling tréo vao xuong va ho day cho no6 roi khoi bo. Ba ngudi lang 1€
chéo sang bén kia séng, dong nwéc dap dénh séng mot cach dang ngac
nhién.

Trén bo bén kia, Sachs tim thay cac dau chan trén bun: giay cta Lydia -
giay vai y td dé min. Va diu chan Garrett - mot chan di dat, mot chan di
chiéc giay chay ma co6 da biét kiéu dé. Co6 di theo cac ddu chan vao ring.
Chung dan dén cai choi san noi Ed Schaeffer bi ong bap cay dot. Sachs
dirng lai, vo cung that vong.

Chuyén quai quy gi da xay ra ¢ day vay?

“Lay Chuda, Rhyme, trong giong nhuw nguoi ta da quét hién treong.”

Céac doi twong toi pham hay st dung choi hodc tham chi canh 14 dé pha
huy hodc lam 1on x0n chirng ctt tai noi gay an.
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Nhung Jesse Corn néi: “O, d6 1a do chiéc canh quat”.

“May bay true thang dy a?”, Sachs héi, diéng ca ngudi.

“Cha, phdi. Chiéc Medevac - dé duva Ed Schaeffer di.”

“Nhung gio hut tw nhitng canh quat da lam hong hién treong”, Sachs
noi. “Quy trinh chuan la chuyén nan nhan bi thwong sang cho khéc réi méi
dap may bay xuong.”

“Quy trinh chuan?” Lucy Kerr hoi, giong khé chiu. “Xin 16i, nhung
ching t6i hoi lo lang cho Ed. Phai c6 gang cttu song 6ng ay, c6 biét day.”

Sachs chang dap 16i. Co tur tit khé khang buwdc vao choi sao cho khong
lam x4do dong hang chuc con ong bap cay dang lwgn xung quanh cai t6 vo.
Tuy nhién, tdm ban do hay bat cit manh mdi nao ma canh sat Schaeffer nhin
thdy bén trong bay gio da bién mat va gi6 tv chiéc may bay truc thang da
thoi tung 16p dat bé mat tdi noi tham chi néu 1ay mau dat ciing sé la vo ich
thoi.

“Chung ta hay trd vé la-bd.” Sachs bao Lucy va Jesse.

Khi ho dang quay lai bo song thi c6 tiéng loat soat dang sau luwng co va
mot ga dan ong khong 16 budc ra tir dam cay bui ram rap moc xung quanh
cum liéu den, khuénh khoang tién dén phia ho.

Jesse Corn chua kip rit vii khi thi Sachs da rat khau Smittie dwgc cho
muon ra khéi bao, 1én co va chia sting vao nguc ké vira dot ngot xuat hién.
Ga dirng sitng, gio hai ban tay vé phia triéc, chdp mat ngac nhién.

Ga c6 rau quai non, cao va to béo, téc tét. Quan bo, do phong xam, gi 16
bo. Giay cao c6. O ga c6 cai gi dé quen quen.

Sachs da trong thay ga & dau nhi?

Jesse phdi nhac tén ga thi c6 m@i nhd ra. “Rich.”

Mot trong ba ga lic truéc ho gap bén ngoai tru s& chinh quyén quan.
Rich Culbeau - Sachs nhé cai ho dac biét. Sachs cling nhé ga va hai ga ban
da liéc nhin than hinh c6 v6i sy déu cang ngam ngam va liéc nhin Thom véi
vé khinh miét. Vi thé ma c6 chia khau sing luc vao ga lau hon mot chut.
R0i c6 cham cham chic khau sting xudng dat, va dut lai vao bao.

“Xin 16i”, Culbeau néi. “T6i khong dinh 1am ai hoang sg ca. E, Jesse.”

“Pay la hién trerong mot vu an”, Sachs nhac nha.
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Qua b0 tai nghe, co nghe thdy tiéng Rhyme: “Ai day?”.

Sachs quay di, thi tham vao micro: “M0ot trong nhitng nhan vat budc ra
tir bd phim Giai thoat!Z] ma ching ta gip sang hom nay.”

“Chuang t6i dang lam viéc & day, Rich”, Lucy néi. “Anh khong thé gay
can tré cho chung t6i.”

“T6i khong dinh gay can trd cho cac c6”, Cullbeau néi chuyén sang nhin
cham chdm vao rirng. “Nhung téi c6 quyén thit van may v6i mot nghin ay
giong nhu tat ca nhitng ngwoi khac. Cac co lam sao yéu cau t6i ngirng tim
kiém dugc.”

“Mot nghin nao?”

“Chét tiét.” Sachs budt thot vao micro. “Ngudi ta treo mot giai thudng,
Rhyme.”

“0, khong. D6 1a thi cudi cuing chiing ta can.”

Trong s6 cac yéu t6 chinh lam hong hién tredng vu an va gay can tré
cho viéc diéu tra thi giai thwdng va nhitng ké thich tim kiém vat lwu niém la
té hai nhat.

Culbeau gidi thich: “Ba me Mary Beth treo gidi thudng nay. Ba ta co
tién va toi ca la dén xam t6i, néu c6 con gai van chwa tr@ vé, ba ta sé treo
gidi hai nghin. Cé khi con cao hon.” Ro6i anh ta lai nhin Sachs. “T6i sé
khong gay bat ci¢ phién phitc nao, thwa ¢6. Co6 chang phai nguwoi ¢ day, co
nhin t6i va nghi t6i dich thi la ké v6 tich sy - t6i da nghe thay c6 noi céi tén
Giai thoat vao chiéc b6 dam dang yéu kia ctia co6. Du sao, t6i cling wa cuon
sach hon b6 phim. C6 da doc chwa? Cha, chang thanh van dé. Cé diéu dirng
can ct qua nhiéu vao hinh thitc dé danh gia. Jesse, hay noi cho co ta biét ai
da ciu dita con gai bi mat tich trong dam lay Sau Tham nam ngodi. Ai ma
tat cA moi nguwdoi déu biét la da xong pha vao chon ran rét, mudi mong va
khién toan quan thwong x6t.”

Jesse néi: “Rich va Harris Tomel da tim duwgc c6 bé. Bi mat tich ba ngay
trong dam lay. Néu khong cé ho, co bé chac chét.”

“Chu yéu la t6i”, Culbeau lam bam. “Harris c6 bao gio thich giay bi
ban.
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“Anh da lam mét viéc tot”, Sachs néi bang giong thiéu than mat. “Toi
chi mudn chéc chan rang anh khéng khién ching t6i mat co hoi tim thay hai
cb gai.”

“Piéu do sé khong xdy ra. Khong cé 1y do gi dé c6 ném tat ca tro vao
mat t6i.” Cullbeau quay ngudi va khuénh khoang buéc di.

“Tro?”

“Nghia la gian dir ay, co biét chit ha.”

Sachs noi véi Rhyme vé vu dung do.

Anh gat di. “Chuing ta dau c6 thoi gian ma lo lang vé nhitng ngudi dia
phuong, Sachs. Chiing ta phai 1an theo ddu vét. Va phdi lan theo mot cach
nhanh chong. Hay tré vé day, vdi cac thit em da tim thay.”

Trong ldc ho ng6i trén thuyén quay lai kénh, Sachs héi. “Anh ta sé gay
rac roi chitng nao?”

“Culbeau dy a?” Lucy dap 10i. “Anh ta la ké rat lwoi biéng. Hut ma tiy
va uéng qua nhiéu rwgu, nhung anh ta chwa bao gio dé xay ra chuyén gi té
hai hon chuyén quai v& ham ai dé & chén cong cong. Ching t6i nghi anh ta
chi loanh quanh tim kiém cho nao day thoi va tham chi v6i mot nghin do la
tién thuwéng, t6i khong thé twdng twong anh ta lai dat duwgc két qua gi.”

“Anh ta va hai ngwoi ban than lam gi?”

Jesse héi: “O, chi ciing trong thdy ho roi a? Cha, Sean - anh chang gay
gio xuwong ay - va Rich, ho khong c6 cai ma chi goi la nghé nghiép thuc thu
dau. Bai rac va lam thué theo ngay. Harris Tomel tirng hoc dai hoc - du sao
cling vai ba nam. Anh ta ludén c6 gang mua mot co s& kinh doanh hay hun
hap gi dé. Toi chia bao gio nghe noi cé viéc nao dem lai nhiéu tién. Nhung
bd ba nay thudc loai ring rinh va nhw thé titc 1a ho dinh dang dén ruwgu 1au.”

“Rugu lau? Cac anh khong bat ho sao?”

Jesse noi, sau mot chut im lang: “Poi khi, ¢ day, nguoi ta khong ngai so
t¢i nhitng thanh phan phitc tap. D6i khi nguwdi ta lai ngai.”

DPay la mot triét ly vé thye thi phap luat ma, Sachs biét, hau nhu chang
gidi han riéng cho mién Nam.

Ho cap lai bo phia nam con song, bén canh hién treong vu an, va Sachs
tréo dugc khdi thuyén trwde khi Jesse kip chia ban tay ra - du sao anh ta

https://thuviensach.vn



cling van chia ra.

Mot hinh dang khong 10, t6i tham bong dwng xuét hién trong tam nhin.
Chiéc xa lan den si, dai bon muai feet, tir tir troi xu6i dong kénh, vugt qua
ho va di ra song. Sachs doc dugc hang chit trén thanh: CONG TY
DAVETT.

Sachs hoi: “Cong ty gi thé?”

Lucy tra 16i: “Mot cong ty khong thudc thi tran nay. Ho van chuyén
hang hoa ra hé thong dwong thiy ven bién xuyén kénh dao dam lay Sau
Tham va vao Norfolk. Nhya dwong, gidy dau, dai loai vay.”

Rhyme nghe duwgc diéu nay qua bo dam va néi: “Hay héi xem c6 chuyén
hang hoa nao xung quanh thdi diém xdy ra vu giét nguwdi khong. Lay tén
cua doi chay xa lan.”

Sachs néi lai véi Lucy, nhung c6 bao: “Toi lam viéc d6 roi. Mot trong
nhitng buéc dau tién ma Jim va t6i tién hanh.” Co6 tra 10i giong nhat ging.
“Khong c6 chuyén hang nao. Néu ¢6 quan tam, xin bd sung thém rang
chung t6i cling da gap tat ca nhitng ngudi & thi tran binh thwdong van di lai
doc dwong Kénh Dao va dwong 112. Chang dat dugc két qua gi.”

“MGt cach hay day”, Sachs binh luan.

“Chi 1a quy trinh chuan théi.” Lucy lanh dam néi, réi sdi budc vé xe cua
minh giong nhw mot nit sinh vung vé ¢ treong trung hoc rot cudc da hat
duoc ca xo nwdc lanh vao doi tredng hoat nao vién.
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CHUONG BAY

Toi sé khong cho anh ay lam bat cit viéc gi cho dén khi cac vi chuwa dwa
dwgc mot may diéu hoa nhiét do dén day.”

“Thom, ching ta khong c6 thoi gian cho chuyén nay dau”, Rhyme quat.
RO6i anh chi cho dé ngudi cong nhan thao d& cac thiét bi vira dwoc ché ti co
quan canh sat bang tdi.

Bell néi: “Steve da ra ngoai luing mot cai. Khong dé dang nhu t6i
twong.”

“T6i chang can dau.”

Thom kién nhan giai thich: “T6i lo s¢ tinh trang tang phan xa tw phat.”

“Thom, t6i khong nhd minh da nghe néi rang nhiét do cao sé anh hudng
xau tdi huyét ap”, Rhyme dap 10i. “Cau da doc & dau a? Tai thi chwa doc &
dau ca. Co thé cau sé chi dugc cho t6i 1a cdu da doc n6 & dau.”

“T6i khong can sy mia mai cia anh, Lincoln.”

“Q, toi dang mia mai ddy u?”

Anh chang phu t4 kién nhan néi véi Bell: “Cai nong khién cho m6 phinh
ra. Mo phinh ra dan dén tang huyét 4p, dong thoi tang cam giac cau ban. Va
cai d6 c6 thé dan dén tang phan xa ty phat, tinh trang c6 thé giét chét anh
ay. Chung t6i can m6t may diéu hoa nhiét do. Pon gian thé thoi.”

Thom la ngudi phu ta diéu dudng duy nhat tru lai dugc sau vai thang
dau tién phuc vu nha hinh sy hoc. Nhitng ngudi khac hodc 1a ty bo viéc
hodc la bi dudi thang.

“Cam cai kia vao”, Rhyme ra 1énh cho mé6t canh sat dang day chi€c may
tach hgp chat gan banh xe vao géc phong.

“Khong.” Thom bat chéo hai canh tay va ditng tridc doan day dién duoc
kéo ra. Vién canh sat trong thdy vé mat anh chang phu td va ban khoan
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dirng lai, khong chuan bi tinh than d6i dau vdéi nguoi thanh nién kién dinh
nay. “Khi nao cé6 mdy diéu hoa... khi d6 chiing ta sé cam cai kia vao.”

“Lay Chua.” Rhyme nhan nh6. Mot trong nhitng diéu dang chan nhat
caa tinh trang liét t& chi la khong thé xa noéi tirc gian. Sau khi bi tai nan,
Rhyme nhanh chéng nhan ra rang bang hanh dong don gian nhu di di lai lai
hay nam chat ban tay - chi chwa ké viéc v@ 1dy cac vat nang ma ném (thu
giai tri caa Blaine, vg cli cia Rhyme) - nguoi ta s€ lam tiéu tan dugc cac
con thinh nd. “Néu t6i tirc gidn tdi c6 thé bi chudt rut hodc co co”, Rhyme
néu van dé mot cach bue boi.

“Céac diéu do sé khong giét chét anh - nhw tinh trang tdng phan xa tw
phat.” Thom noéi vdi sy vui vé day muu lwge, khién Rhyme cau tiét thém.

Bell nhiét tinh bao: “Cho t6i nam phut”. Anh ta bién mat va dam nhan
vién tiép tuc day cac thiét bi vao. Thiét bi tach hgp chat chwa duge cam
dién mat mot luc.

Lincoln Rhyme xem xét dong may moc. Long tu héi sé nhw thé nao khi
nhitng ngon tay anh lai thyc sy nam 1ay cac vat. Anh cé thé dong cham
bang ngoén deo nhan bén trai va mo ho cam thay sy dong cham. Nhung thuc
sy nam 14y cai gi do, cdm nhan bé mat ctia né, trong lwong, nhiét do... tat
ca déu vugt qua stc twdng twgng.

Terry Dobyns, bac si trj liéu cia S& Canh sat New York ngudi ngoi bén
canh giwvong Rhyme khi anh tinh lai sau tai nan xdy ra tai mot hién truong
vu an bién anh thanh bénh nhan liét ti¢ chi, da gidi thich véi nha hinh sy hoc
tat ca cac cung bac ma thién ha von van mo ta vé noi dau kho. Rhyme chac
chéan anh da trdi qua - va da vugt qua - tat ca nhitng cung bac d6. Nhung
diéu nguoi bac si khong néi cho anh biét 1a c6 nhitng cung bac sé 1én trd veé.
Rang anh mang ching trong minh nhw mang virus gay buén nga vay, va
rang ching c6 thé bung lén bat it lic nao.

Vai nam vtra qua, Rhyme da trdi nghiém lan nita cdm giac tuyét vong va
muon phu nhan thuec té.

Bay gig, noi tic gian xam chiém anh. Sao, ¢ day, hai co gai tré bi bat
c6c va mot ké sat nhan dang chay trén. Anh muon biét chirng nao dwoc ao
ra hién treong vu an, di ngang, di doc, nhat tir dwéi dat 1én nhitng chitng c
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kho xac dinh, cham cham quan sat ching qua céac 16p thau kinh dat tién caa
mot kinh hién vi kép, dam xu6ng ban phim mdy vi tinh va cac nut diéu
khién trén cac thiét bi khac, di tGi di lui trong Idc rat ra két luan.

Anh mudn dwogc bat dau cong viéc ma khong phai lo lang rang cai néng
kinh khung nay sé giét chét anh. Anh lai nghi tG6i doi ban tay ky diéu cta
Tién si Weaver, t6i cudc phau thuat.

“Anh im 1ang”, Thom than trong néi. “Anh dang am muwu gi day?”

“T6i chang am muu gi cd. Xin cau cam cai may tach hgp chat va bat no
1én hd. Can c6 thoi gian lam néng no.”

Thom luwdng Iy roi budce téi cho cai may, khéi dong né. Anh dat so thiét
bi con lai Ién mét chiéc ban bang go ép cong nghiép.

Steve Farr budc vao van phong, 16i theo chiéc may diéu hoa nhiét do
hiéu Carrier to t6 chang. Vién canh sat rd rang vira cao 16n vira khée manh
va dau hiéu duy nhat cho thdy anh ta phai n6 luc la mau do trén doi tai vénh
ra.

Anh ta hon hén néi: “Panh cap n6 tir bo phan Quy hoach va phan vung.
Chung t6i von chang wa bon ho cho lam.”

Bell gitip d& Farr gan chiéc may diéu hoa 1én khung ctra s6 va lat sau thi
khi lanh duvgc xinh xich dwa vao can phong.

Mot dang nguwoi xuat hién & khudéng cira - thyc té anh ta choan kin
khuéng ctra. Mot thanh nién khodng hon hai mwoi tudi. Vai ngang, tran do.
Cao sau feet, nang ngo6t nghét ba tram pound. Trong mot thoang choc gay
go, Rhyme nghi day c6 1€ la ba con gi d6 cia Garrett dén dé de doa ho.
Nhung bang chat giong cao, rut re, anh ta néi: “T6i, Ben day a.”

Ba nguoi dan 6ng nhin anh ta cham cham, con anh ta thi ban khoan liéc
qua doi chan va chiéc xe lan cia Rhyme.

Bell héi: “Anh can gi?”

“Q, tdi tim 6ng Bell.”

“Toi la Canh sat truong Bell day.”

Anh mit van béi r6i quan sat ddi chan Rhyme. Réi anh ta nhanh chéng
liéc qua ché khéc, hing giong va nuét nuée bot. “A, o, thi... T6i 1a chau di
Lucy Kerr a?” Anh ta dwong nhw dat cau héi hon la dwa ra cau khang dinh.
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“A, trg 1y khdm nghiém caa t6i!”, Rhyme néi. “Tuyét voi! Vira kip.”

Lai liéc nhin doi chan, chiéc xe lan. “Di Lucy khong néi...”

Tiép theo la gi day? Rhyme tu hoi.

“Khong noi vé viéc kham nghiém”, Ben li nhi. “T6i chi 1a sinh vién cao
hoc tai Pai hoc Téng hop Bic Carolina & Avery. Um, thua 6ng, 6ng mudn
noi gi a, ‘vwa kip’?” Cau hoi Rhyme nhung Ben lai nhin vién canh sat
treong.

“T6i mudn noi: hay dén cho chiéc ban kia. T6i sé c6 cac mau dugc dua
tGi bat ¢ lic nao va cau phai gitp d& toi phan tich ching.”

“Cac mau... Pugc roi. Sé 1a loai ca nao a?”, Ben hoi Bell.

“Ca a?”, Rhyme dap lai. “Ca a?”

“Thwa 6ng, gi thé a?”, chang thanh nién to 16n ndi nhe nhang, van nhin
Bell. “T6i han hanh dwgc gitp do 6ng, nhung t6i phai thu thyc véi 6ng rang
t0i c6 rat it kinh nghiém.”

“Chung ta khong ndi vé ca. Ching ta dang no6i vé cac mau kham nghiém
hién truong! Cau nghi sao?”

“Kham nghiém hién treong? Cha, t6i khong biét trudc”, Ben bao vién
canh sat trudng.

“Cau c6 thé noi chuyén véi t6i”, Rhyme nghiém khac chan chinh.

Mat chang thanh nién birng dé va anh ta khong chdp mat. Pau anh ta
duong nhv run run khi anh ta b4t budc minh nhin Rhyme. “Tdi chi... Y tdi
1a, 6ng ay la canh sat trudng.”

Bell néi: “Nhung 6ng Lincoln diy sé gidi quyét vu viéc. Ong dy la
chuyén gia vé khdm nghiém dén tir New York. Ong dy dang giip d& chiing
t0i.”

“Vang.” Anh mit dit vao chiéc xe lin, dit vao doi chan Rhyme, dit vao
cai 6ng diéu khién. Ro6i tré vé chon an toan la san nha.

Rhyme di dén két luan la anh ghét tay thanh nién nay, han cw x nhw thé
anh thuoc loai quai di nhat trong s6 nhitng ké quai di biéu dién & rap xiéc
vay.

Va phan nao anh ghét cd Amelia Sachs - vi da gay ra toan bo sy chuyén
huwéng nay, kéo anh ra khoi cac té bao ctia cd map va doi ban tay cta Tién si
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Weaver.

“Cha, thva ong...”

“Ctt goi Lincoln la dwgc r6i.”

“Van dé la t6i chuyén vé dong vat hoc xa hoi, cac loai song dudi bién.”

“La thé nao?”, Lincoln sot ruot hoi.

“Noi mot cach co ban, do la khoa hoc nghién cttu hanh vi caa cac loai
dong vat song dudi bién.”

O, tuyét voi, Rhyme nghi. T6i khong chi kiém dwgc mét trg 1y so nguoi
qué qudt ma con kiém dwgc mot trg 1y 1a bac si tam than cho cd mu nita.
“0, ching thanh van dé. Cau 1a mot nha khoa hoc. Nguyén 1y 1a nguyén ly.
Quy tac la quy tac. Cau tirng st dung may tach hgp chat bao gid chwa?”

“R0i, thua ong.”

“Kinh hién vi kép va kinh hién vi doi chiéu thi sao?”

Mot cai gat dau tuy khong duwgc qua quyét nhw Rhyme mong mudn.
“Nhung...” Anh mét thoang nhin sang Bell réi lai ngoan ngodn hwéng vé
phia Rhyme. “Di Lucy chi bao t6i ghé qua. T6i khong biét y di 1a toi duwoc
de nghi gitp do gidi quyét mot vu an... T6i khong thue sy chac chan... T6i
muon noi, toi céd gio hoc...”

“Ben, cau phai giup d& ching t6i”, Rhyme noéi coc can.

Vién canh sat truong giai thich: “Garrett Hanlon.”

Céi tén dd ¢ dau d6 trong cai dau to twdng cia Ben. “O, thing nhii &
Bén tau kénh Nudc den.”

Vién canh sat trudng ké ra hai vu bat c6c va viéc Ed Schaeffer bi ong
bap cay tdn cong.

“Qi, toi 14y 1am tiéc vé chuyén cta Ed”, Ben néi. “Toi da gip ong ay
mot lan & nha di Lucy va...”

“B@i vay ching toi can cau”, Rhyme noéi, c6 gang lai cudc doi thoai tré
vé chu dé chinh.

“Chung t6i chrra c6 manh moi nao vé noi han dwa Lydia dén”, vién canh
sat tredng tiép tuc. “Va chung téi hau nhw chang con thoi gian cttu hai c6
gai. Va, 0, nhu cau thay ddy - ong Rhyme, 6ng ay can ngudoi gidip do.”
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“Cha...” Anh mét dwa sang, nhung khong nhin thdng vao Rhyme. “Chi
la t6i sap stra c6 bai kiém tra. T6i dang di hoc ma, thé thoi. Nhw toi da néi
day.”

Rhyme kién nhan giai thich: “Chung t6i thuc sy khong con sy Iwa chon
khac & day, Ben. Garrett di trudc chiing t6i ba tiéng dong ho va han c6 thé
giét mot trong hai nan nhan bat ci liic nao néu han chua giét”.

Nha dong vat hoc nhin khap can phong bui bam tim kiém sy cttu vét,
nhung bat thanh. “T6i nghi 1a toi c6 thé & lai day mét luc.”

“Cam on cau”, Rhyme ndi. Anh théi vao 6ng diéu khién va Iwgn t6i cho
chiéc ban dat cac thiét bi. Anh dirng lai, xem xét ching. Anh nhin qua Ben.
“Bay gio, néu cau co thé thay cai ong thong ho t6i, ching ta sé bat tay vao
viéc.”

Anh chang to 16n trong hodng hét. Anh ta thi thao: “Ong muén tdi...”

“Pua day”, Thom néi.

Nhung Ben khong hé mim cwdi. Anh ta chi lo lang gat dau va, vdi sw
duyén dang cua mot chu bo rirng, bwdc téi cho chiéc may tach hop chat bat
dau nghién cttu bang diéu khién.

Sachs di nhw chay vao la-b6 vira dwgc tam thdi bé tri trong tru s& chinh
quyeén quan. Jesse Corn bam sat co.

Thong tha hon, Lucy Kerr vao sau ho mot chit. Co chao chau minh, roi
gidi thiéu anh chang to 16n v6i Sachs vdi Jesse. Sachs gio 1én mot 10 tui.
“Pay la chitng c tir phong riéng ctia Garrett”, co ndi, r6i gio 1én mot 16 tii
khac. “Pay la ching ¢ tir Bén tau kénh Nuwéc den - hién truong true tiép.”

Rhyme nhin nhitng cai tai, nhung nhin vGi vé nan long. Khong chi vi co
qua it vat chitng, ma con vi anh lai lo lang béi y nghi da dén véi anh ldc
tredc: anh phai phan tich cdc manh méi dya vao hiéu biét vé khu virc hién
treong do nguoi khac noi lai.

Nhu ca trén can...

Rhyme ndy ra mot y nghi.

“Ben, cdu song & day bao lau r6i?”, nha hinh sy hoc hai.

“Tuw khi ra doi, thwa ong.”

“T6t. Toan bo khu vie cé bang nay dugc goi la gi?”
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Ben hang giong. “T6i nghi la Vung Bong bang Duyén hai Phia bac.”

“Cau c6 ban be nao lam vé dia chat ma chuyén nghién cttu khu vic nay
khong? Chuyén gia vé ban d6? Chuyén gia ty nhién hoc?”

“Khong. Toan nhitng ngudi nghién cttu sinh vat bién.”

“Rhyme”, Sachs né6i. “Khi bon em & Bén tau kénh Nwdc den, em trong
thay cai xa lan dy, anh nh& ch¥? N6 chd nhya dwong hay gidy dau tir mot
nha may & gan day.”

“Cong ty Henry Davett”, Lucy bo sung.

Sachs hoi: “Liéu nhan vién ctia ho c6 nguwdi chuyén nghién cttu dia chat
khong?”

“Toi khong biét”, Bell trd 16i. “Nhung Davett, 6ng dy la ky suv va da
song & day nhiéu nam ro6i. Chac 6ng ay biét vé khu vic nay chang kém ai
dau.”

“Anh goi dién cho 6ng dy nhé?”

“Xin yén tri chd.” Bell bién mat. Lat sau anh ta quay lai. “To6i néi
chuyén dugc vdi Davett r6i. Trong d6i ngli nhan vién khong cé ai chuyén
nghién citu dia chat, nhung 6ng ay bdo 6ng ay cé thé gilip. Nira ti€éng nita
ong ay tdi.” Ro6i vién canh sat treong hoi: “Vay, Lincoln, anh mu6n tién
hanh truy dudi nhu thé nao?”

“Toi sé @ day, cung anh va Ben. Chung ta sé xem xét cac ching ci. Toi
muon mot doi tim kiém nho dwoc bo tri ¢ khu vuc Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den
ngay bay gio - & dia diém Jesse trong thdy Garrett va Lydia bién mat. Toi sé
hwéng dan ho hét mitc c6 thé, tiy thudc vao manh moi tir ché chitng c
nay.”

“Anh muo6n ai tham gia doi tim kiém?”

“Sachs phu trach”, Rhyme noi. “Cung véi Lucy.”

Bell gat dau va Rhyme dé y thdy Lucy khong cé phan tng gi trudc y
kién vé day chuyén chi huy do.

“T6i xung phong di”, Jesse n6i nhanh.

Bell nhin Rhyme, anh gat dau. R6i bao: “Cé 1é thém mot nguwdi nita”.

“Bon ngudi? Tat ca thé thoi a?”, Bell chau may héi. “R6 khi, t6i c6 thé
tim dugc hang chuc nguoi xung phong.”
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“Khong, trong mdt vu nhv thé nay cang it ngudi cang tot.”

“Ai la nguoi the tw?”, Lucy hoi. “Mason Germain a?”

Rhyme nhin ra ctta, khong thdy ai & ngoai. Anh ha giong: “Cau chuyén
vé Mason la thé nao? Anh ta da co6 tién st gi d6. To6i von chang wa dam
canh sat da cé tién st nay no. To6i wa nhitng to gidy trang.”

Bell nhiin vai. “Anh chang do tirng thiéu may man trong cudc doi. Anh
ta I6n 1én & phia bac song Paquo - khu virc can ba ctia quan. Cha anh ta da
th doi ba vu lam an va ro6i bat dau buon rwou 1au. Khi bi nhan vién thu thué
tém 6, dng ta ty tit. Mason ty minh di 1én tit chd rc ruwéi. O day nguoi ta
c6 cau - nghéo ma si. B4 1a Mason. Anh ta ltc nao cling than van rang minh
bi can trd, khong dat dwgc mong muon. Anh ta thudc loai tham vong, song
& mot thi trdn von chang can dén sy tham vong.”

Rhyme nhan xét: “Va anh ta dang tim dip tan cong Garrett.”

“Anh dung day.”

“Tal sa0?”

“Mason da khan khodn xin dwgc lam diéu tra vién chinh trong vu 4n ma
chuing t6i da ké cho anh nghe - 6 géai & Bén tau kénh Nwdc den bi ong dot
chét dy. Meg Blanchard. Thu thyc thi, anh biét day, to6i nghi nan nhan cé
quan hé nhu thé nao d6 véi Mason. C6 thé ho dang hen ho. Co thé 1a mot
kiéu khéac - t6i khong biét. Nhwng anh ta rat muén tom co Garrett. C6 diéu
anh ta da chang thé budc t6i han dwgc. Khi ngudi canh sat trwedng cli nghi
huu, Ban Giam thi cé nhitng danh gia khong tot vé anh ta. R6t cude ho giao
cho toi chitc vu nay - tuy anh ta nhiéu tu6i hon t6i va vao lyc lwgng sém
hon t6i.”

Rhyme lac dau. “Trong mot vu nhu thé nay, ching ta khong can nhitng
nguoi boc dong. Hay chon ngudi khac.”

“Ned Spoto?”, Lucy goi y.

Bell nhtin vai. “Anh ta la ngudi t6t. Chac chan réi. Co6 thé ban cur day,
nhung anh ta cling sé chang ban trir phi ditt khoat phai nha dan.”

Rhyme néi: “Hay dam bao rang Mason khéng c6 mat gan dia diém tim
kiém”.

“Anh ta sé kho chiu day.”
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“Pdy chang phdi chuyén can quan tam”, Rhyme déap 10i. “Giao viéc gi
do cho anh ta lam. Viéec gi do nghe c6 vé quan trong.”

“Toi sé co gang hét sitc”, Bell néi ngap ngirng.

Steve Farr tho dau vao. “Vira goi dién dén bénh vién” anh ta théng bao.
“Ed van trong tinh trang nguy kich.”

“Ong ay c6 noéi gi khong? Ve tdm ban do ong ay trong thay?”

“Khong noi gi. Van hon mé.”

Rhyme quay sang Sachs. “DPwoc r6i... Bat dau di. Dung lai tai ngi mat
dau vét & Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den va cho thong tin twr t6i.”

Lucy ngap ngung nhin cac tui dung chitng ctt. “Anh thuc sy nghi day la
cach dé tim thay hai co gai kia?”

“T6i biét nhw vay”, Rhyme trd 16i ngan gon.

Lucy hoai nghi noéi: “D6i vdi téi né cé vé hoi qua gidng tro do thuat.”

Rhyme cuwdi thanh tiéng. “0, chinh xac 1a thé. Sy bién hda ctia ddi ban
tay, 16i ra khoi mii nhitng con thé. Nhwng hdy nhé rang ao twéng von van
dua trén... dya trén cai gi, Ben?”

Anh chang to 16n hing giong, dé mit va lic dau. “Um, t6i khong rd dng
muon noi gi, thwa 6ng.”

“Ao twdng von van dya trén khoa hoc. La né ddy.” Liéc nhin sang Sachs.
“Anh sé goi cho em ngay sau khi phét hién dugc diéu gi.”

Hai nguoi phu nit va Jesse Corn roi khoi can phong.

Va thé 13, v6i s6 chitng c¢ quy gia dan tredc mat anh, cac thiét bi quen
thudc da duwoc khai dong, tinh hinh chinh tri trong nwéc bi gat bo, Lincoln
Rhyme tr t* ngd dau vao cdi tya dau ctia xe lan, nhin cham cham nhitng
chiéc tii Sachs dwa cho anh - san sang, hay bat budc, hay c6 thé chi la cho
phép tam tri di lang thang dén noi ma doi chan anh khong dén duwgc, cho
phép tam tri cham t6i cai ma ban tay anh khong cham t6i dugc.
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CHUONG TAM

Mot nhém canh sat di ngang qua.

DPitng tra vao bitc twong hanh lang bén canh canh ctta dan dén cac ngan
lam viéc cua nhan vién van phong canh sat treéng, hai tay khoanh trudc
nguc, Mason Germain chi nghe dugc giong ho.

“Lam sao chung ta lai c6 thé cit ngo6i day ma chang hanh dong gi ca?”

“Khong, khong, khong... Cau chua nghe a? Jim da c* mot doi tim
kiém.”

“Thé ha? Chua, té chwa nghe gi vé viéc dé ca.”

Me kiép, Mason nghi. Anh ta cling chira nghe gi vé viéc do.

“Lucy, Ned va Jesse. Va cdi c6 nang canh sat dén tir Washington 4dy.”

“Khong phai, New York chit. Cau thay téc c6 nang khong?”

“Té chang quan tam dén téc c6 nang. Chuyén t6 quan tdm la tim thay
Mary Beth va Lydia.”

“T¢ cling vay. T chi dang noi...”

Bung Mason thém that lai. Bon ho ¢t c6 bén nguwdi lan theo dau vét
Thang Bo thoi sao? Bell cé dién khong day?

Mason chay bo vé phia dau hanh lang, dinh t&i phong lam viéc cia canh
sat trudng, va suyt nita thi dam sam vao chinh Bell khi anh ta vira buéc ra
khéi kho chita d6 - bay gio dugc danh cho cai tay ky di, cai tay phdi ngoi xe
lan. Bell liéc nhin vién canh sat - nhiéu tu6i hon minh véi cai chdp mat
ngac nhién.

“Nay, Mason... Toi dang tim anh.”

Bell trong khong dién qud, du sao thi cling khong c6 vé nhw vay.

“T6i mudn anh dén cho Rich Culbeau.”

“Culbeau? D€ lam gi?”
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“Sue McConnell dang treo thuwéng hodc dai loai nhw vay cho nguoi nao
tim thdy Mary Beth va anh ta mu6n gianh dugc s6 tién thudng nay. Chiing
ta khong can anh ta pha dam cudc truy lung. T6i dé nghi anh dé mat dén
anh ta. Néu anh ta dang vang nha thi hay dgi cho tdi Itic anh ta vé.”

Mason tham chi chang bu6n dap lai cai yéu cau ky quac do. “Anh da c
Lucy di truy lung Garrett. Va khong noi gi voi t6i.”

Bell nhin vién canh sat tit dau t6i chan. “Co dy va may ngudi nita dang
sang Bén tau kénh Nudc den, tht xem c6 lan dwgc dau vét gi cia han
khong.”

“Anh han phai biét la t6i muon tham gia doi tim kiém.”

“T6i lam sao ct hét tdt ca moi ngwoi dwgc. Hom nay, Culbeau da cé mat
tai Bén tau kénh Nudc den mot 1an roi. Toi khong thé dé anh ta lam hong
cudc tim kiém.”

“Thoi nao, Jim. Btrng noi vdi toi nhitng chuyén nham nhi ay.”

Bell thd dai. “Pwoc roi. Sy that ha? Mason, vi anh ci? sung suc muoén
tom cO thang nhai do, t6i quyét dinh khong ct anh. T6i khong mudn xdy ra
bat ct sai [am nao ca. Tinh mang cta ho dang 1am nguy. Chting ta phai bat
duwoc han va phai bat duwgc sém.”

“Dé cling la muc dich cta t6i ma, Jim. Anh han phdi biét rang t6i da
theo duoi thang nhai dé ba nam nay. T6i khong thé tin dwoc 1a anh lai gat
t0i ra va giao vu an vao tay ké ky di ¢ trong kia.”

“Nay, du roi day.”

“Thoi nao. T6i thong thao khu vieec Nuwdc den gap Lucy ca mudi lan. Toi
tirng song ¢ ddy. Nhé chir ha?”

Bell ha giong: “Anh qua mu6n tém c6 han. PBiéu ay c6 thé anh hudng
dén nhitng phan doan ctia anh”.

“Anh da nghi nhu thé? Hay thang cha kia?” Mot céi hat dau vé phia can
phong noi Mason bdy gid nghe thdy tiéng ken két dang sg cua chiéc xe lan.
N6 khién anh ta khoé chiu twa nhw tieng may khoan cta nha si. Viéc Bell
nho cai tay ky di dé gitip d& c6 thé dan dén du thi rac r6i ma Mason tham
chi khong muén nghi t&i nita.
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“Thoi nao, sy thye 1a sy thyee. Ca thé gidi déu biét anh cam ghét Garrett
ra sao.”

“Va ca thé gidi déu dong tinh vGi t6i.”

“Cha, diéu t6i bao cho anh biét la diéu khong thay do6i dwogc. Anh phai
chap nhan no6 théi.”

Vién canh sat cudi thanh tiéng cay dang. “Vay bay gio t6i la vi em trong
chtrng cai thang khon buén rugu lau.”

Bell nhin qua Mason, ra hiéu v&i mot canh sat khac. “Nay, Frank...”

Vién canh sat cao, map map thong tha buwdc téi cho hai nguai.

“Frank, cau di cung anh Mason day. Dén nha Rich Culbeau.”

“Pua 1énh bat a? Anh ta vira lam chuyén gi?”

“Khong, khong giady td gi cd. Mason sé n6i vGi cau chi tiét. Néu Culbeau
khong & nha, hay ¢t dgi. Va dam bdo rang anh ta v4i dam ban bé cua anh ta
khong quanh quan gan doi tim kiém. Anh rd chwa, Mason?”

Vién canh sat khong tra 16i. Anh ta chi quay buéc di va sép anh ta néi
v&i theo: “Viéc nay tot hon cho tat cad moi nguoi.”

Pirng nghi vay, Mason ti nhu tham.

“Mason...”

Nhung nguwoi dan ong khong noéi gi va sai budc vao phong danh cho
nhan vién canh sat. Lat sau, Frank cling vao theo. Mason chang chao nhom
canh sat dang tu tap no6i vé Thang Bo, vé Mary Beth xinh dep va vé cu dwa
béng chay tré vé sudt hon chin mwoi hai thuwde dang kinh ngac cia Billy
Stail. Anh ta buéc vao ngan lam viéc ctia minh va moi mot chiéc chia khoéa
ra khoi tdi quan. Anh ta m@ khéa ngan kéo ban, 14y thiét bi nap dan nhanh
dang cai s4u vién cd .357. Anh ta dit né vao bao da, r6i moéc vao that lung.
Anh ta buéc dén ctra ngan lam viéc cia minh. Gigng anh ta cat ngang cudc
noéi chuyén, dong thoi anh ta hat dau vé phia Nathan Groomer - vién canh
sat téc mau vang hoi hoe dé chirng ba muwoi nham tudi. “Groomer, toi sé di
gdp Culbeau. Cau di cung t6i.”

“Cha”, Frank bat dau mot cach thong tha, cam trong tay chiéc mi vira
vo lay ti* ngan lam viéc ctia minh. “T6i nghi 1a Jim da muon t6i di.”

“T6i muon Nathan”, Mason noi.
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“Rich Culbeau a?”, Nathan hoi. “Anh ta va toi nhw nwéc véi liva. Toi da
tom anh ta vé don ba lan vi t6i 14ai xe sau khi uéng bia rugu va lan gan day
nhat cé danh anh ta ti chit. Theo t6i thi dé Frank di.”

“Pung”, Frank dong tinh. “Em ho Culbeau lam viéc cung cha vg toi.
Anh ta nghi t6i cling la ch6 ho hang. Anh ta sé nghe t6i.”

Mason lanh ling nhin Nathan. “T6i muén cau di.”

Frank c6 gang lan nita. “Nhuwng Jim noi...”

“Va t6i mudbn cau di bay gio.”

“Thoi nao, Mason.” Nathan néi giong gay gat. “Dau can thiét phai x@ sy
nhu vay vai toi.”

Mason nhin mot con chim moi duwgc déo rat ti mi - mot con vit troi - trén
ban Nathan, tdc phdm méi nhat ctia anh ta. Thang cha nay c6 tai that,
Mason tir nhii. R6i anh ta néi véi dong su: “Cau san sang chwra?”

Nathan thé dai, ditng day.

Frank hoéi: “Nhung t6i n6i vGi Jim thé nao day?”

Khong tra 161, Mason buéc ra khéi van phong, Nathan theo sau, va di vé
phia xe cong vu ctia Mason. Ho tréo vao xe. Mason cam thdy cai néng bao
trum lay minh, anh ta cho xe n6 may va dé diéu hoa chay hét c@.

Sau khi ho da deo day an toan, cai viéc ma cau khau hiéu ghi bén thanh
xe yéu cau tat ca cac cong dan co6 tinh than trach nhiém thyc hién, Mason
noi: “Bay gio, hay nghe nay. T6i...”

“Ay, thoi nao, Mason, ditng nhu thé. T6i chi néi v6i anh nhitng gi hop 1y
théi. Y t6i 13, ndim ngodi Frank va Culbeau. ..

“Hay im di va nghe nay.”

“Pugc. T6i sé nghe. Nhuwng t6i nghi anh chang can néi chuyén theo cach
ay... Bugc. Toi nghe day. Culbeau vira lam chuyén gi vay?”

Nhung Mason khong tra 16i. Anh ta hoi: “Khau Ruger cta cau dau?”

“Khau sung truong yéu quy cua t6i ay a? Khau M77 ay a?”

“Phai.”

“Trong xe tai cta toi. O nha.”

“Cau da lap thau kinh Hitech ro6i chit ha?”

“Tat nhién la lap roi.”
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“Chung ta sé vé nha cau ldy no.”

Ho lwgn khéi bai do xe va ngay sau khi da ra pho Chinh, Mason bat
cong tac chiéc dén xoay xanh dé trén n6c xe. Nhung khong bat coi hu. Anh
ta tang toc phong ra khoi thi tran.

Nathan ngdm trong miéng mot dong keo Red Indian, viéc anh ta khong
thé lam trwédc mat Jim, nhwng v6i Mason thi vo tw. “Khau Ruger... Vay day.
Pay la ly do tai sao anh muon t6i di, chit khong phai Frank.”

“Pung thé.”

Nathan Groomer la tay sung trwong clr nhat ctia co quan, mot trong
nhitng tay ctr nhat ctia quan Paquenoke. Mason tirng chitng kién anh ta ha
guc mot con huou ¢ khoang cach t6i hon tam tram thuwdc.

“Vay, sau khi t6i 1dy khau sung trewong, chung ta sé dén cho Culbeau
ha?”

“Khong.”

“Thé chung ta sé di dau?”

“Chung ta sé di san.”

“Nhitng ngoi nha ¢ day dep that”, Amelia Sachs nhan xét.

Co va Lucy Kerr dang lai xe di vé phia bac, doc theo dwong Kénh Pao,
tir trung tam thi trdn quay lai Bén tau kénh Nudc den. Jesse Corn va Ned
Spoto, vién canh sat vam v& gan bon muai tudi, bam dang sau trong mot
chiéc xe cong vu khac.

Lucy khong néi gi, chi liéc nhin nhitng ngdi nha trong xuong dong kénh
- nhitng ngoi nha c6 kién tric kiéu thudc dia trang nha ma Sachs da thay lac
tredc.

Sachs lai bi dn twong badi vé hoang vang cua nhitng ngdi nha va nhitng
khodng san, sy thiéu vang nhitng dia tré. Giéng hét nhw cac con pho &
Tanner’s Corner.

Tré con, co lai ngam nghi.

ROi ti nhu: Ping sa vao chuyén do.

Lucy ré phai vao duong 112 roi tat sang 1é dwong - noi ho vira c6 mat
cach day nira tiéng dong ho, cai go dat trong xudng hién trvong vu an. Xe
cta Jesse Corn do xich dang sau. Bon ngwoi theo trién dé di xuong bo song,
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tréo lén chiéc xuéng. Jesse lai vao vi tri cam chéo, lam bam: “Nguwoi anh
em, nham huwéng bac séng Paquo nao.” Anh ta noi vGi giong de doa ma dau
tién Sachs coi nhw mét sy bong lon, nhwng r6i ¢6 dé y thdy ca anh ta lan hai
ngwoi con lai déu khong ai mim cuwoi cd. Sang dén bo bén kia, ho treo ra
khoi chiéc xuong, theo dau chan Garrett va Lydia di tGi cai choi san noi Ed
Schaeffer bi ong tan céng, réi vuegt qua né, tién vao rirng chirng nam muoi
feet, dén day thi mat hut dau vét.

Dudi sw chi huy cta Sachs, ho toéa ra, di chuyén theo nhitng duwong tron
cang lic cang mé& rong, tim kiém bat c* dau hiéu nao cho thdy huwéng
Garrett di. Ho chang phat hién dwgc gi va quay lai ché ma cac dau chan
bién mat.

Lucy bao Jesse: “Cau biét 16i mon ay chit? Cai 16i mon bon nghién da
theo d6 bo chay khi bi Frank Sturgis phat hién ra nam ngoai?”.

Jesse gat dau. Anh ta néi véi Sachs: “No6 cach day chitng ndm muoi
thuwdc vé phia bac. Pang kia”, anh ta chi. “Co 1é Garrett biét n6. N6 1a 16i tot
nhat dé di qua rirng va khu vyc dam lay nay.”

“Chung ta thtr kiém tra xem”, Ned noi.

Sachs ban khoan khong biét phai x ly cudc xung dot sap stta xdy ra nhw
thé nao cho khéo 1éo nhat, r6i quyét dinh rang c6 doc mét cach: dwong dau.
T€ nhi qua cling chang tac dung gi, khi ba bon hg & mot phia, minh c6 &
mot phia (c6 nghi Jesse Corn chi ditng vé phia c6 & phwong dién tinh cam
thoi) “Chung ta nén dung lai day cho tdi luc nhan dugc thong tin tw
Rhyme.”

Jesse gilt nu cwoi guwong gao trén guwong mat ném nap chut vi cta long
trung thanh bi chia sé.

Lucy lac dau. “Garrett chac chan da di theo 16i mon 4ay.”

“Chung ta khong thé biét chac chan dwgc”, Sachs néi.

“Xung quanh day qua thuc hoi qua ram rap”, Jesse duwa ra y kién.

Ned néi: “Véi tat cad nhitng dam co, phuc linh va nhya ruoi kia. Ca co
man day leo nita. Khong theo 16i mon &y, thi khong c6 cach nao di qua khu
vire nay va tiét kiém dwoc thoi gian dau.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chung ta sé phai dgi”, Sachs noi, nghi t6i mot doan trong Vat ching,
cu6n sach gido khoa ctia Rhyme viét vé cac nha hinh s hoc:

Nhin chung, nhiéu cudc diéu tra bi that bai vi ngudi diéu tra khong kiém
ché dugc nhitng hanh dong héap tdp khi ma, thyc t€, trong hau hét cac
trrong hgp, viéc cham rai kiém tra chitng ¢ sé chi ra 16i di quang qué dan
dén ctra nha doi twong, dong thoi gitp ngudi ta co thé bat gitr d6i twgng mot
cach hiéu qua va an toan hon.

Lucy Kerr n6i: “Van dé don gidn la nguoi thanh phé thi khéng thyc sy
hiéu vé rirng. Néu di theo 16i mon dé sé tiét kiém dwgc ntra thoi gian. Han
at phai di theo 16i mon do.”

“Co thé han da quay lai bo song”, Sachs néu y kién. “Biét dau han chang
gidu mot chiéc thuyén nita ngwgc bén trén hay xudi phia duwdi dong.”

“Pung day”, Jesse noi, bi Lucy ltr mat nhin.

Mot khoang im lang kha 1au, bon nguwoi dirtng bat dong, mac dam muoi
mat cham chich, mo6 héi va ra trong cai néng khong khoan nhugng.

Cudi cung, Sachs n6i don gian: “Chung ta sé cho.”

Quyét dinh nhuw thé r6i, c6 ngoi xudng tang da chac chan la go ghé nhat
trong toan bo khu ring, va vdi vé quan tam vo vit, cham chu quan sat con
chim go kién dang quyét liét khoan vao mot than cdy soi cao vwon thang
tréc madt ho.
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CHUONG CHIN

“Hién treong truc tiép trede”, Rhyme néi véi Ben. “Khu viee Nuwée den.”

Anh hat dau chi so chitng it dwgc dat trén chiéc ban bang go ép cong
nghiép. “Pau tién, ching ta hdy xem xét chiéc giay chay ctia Garrett. Chiéc
giay han da danh roi khi 16i Lydia di.”

Ben cam chiéc giay 1én, kéo kh6a m@ cai tti nhwa, bat dau tho tay vao.

“Gang tay!”, Rhyme ra lénh. “Bao gio ciling phai deo gang tay cao su khi
xtr ly cac vat chirng.”

“Pé tranh in ddu van tay a?” nha dong vat hoc héi trong ltic v6i va deo
gang tay.

“Pdy la mot 1y do. Mot 1y do khac nita la dé tranh nham lan. Chung t6i
khong muodn lan 16n giita nhitng noi ma cau da t6i véi nhitng noi ma doi
twong da t6i.”

“Vang. bung ro6i.” Ben hang hai gat gat cai dau hui cua to twéng cta
minh, y nhu thé anh ta sg sé quén mat quy tac nay. Anh ta lac chiéc giay,
ng6 nghiéng vao bén trong. “Trong nhu co soi hay cai gi d6.”

“RO khi, t6i khong bdo Amelia nhd ngudi ta chuan bi cho cac khay
kham nghiém vo trung”. Rhyme nhin xung quanh can phong. “Thay cu6n
tap chi dang kia khong? Tap chi People ha?”

Ben cam lén, lac dau: “So ra cach day ba tuan roi.”

“T6i chang quan tam nhitng chuyén yéu dwong cta Leonardo DiCaprio
la m&i hay cii”, Rhyme lau bau. “Hay rut to phiéu dat mua dai han kep bén
trong ra... Cau c6 ghét nhitng thit d6 khong? Nhung chung lai c6 ich cho
ching ta day — ching chay ra tir may in, dep dé, sach sé, béi vay ching co
thé dugc sit dung lam cac khay kham nghiém mi ni.”

Ben lam theo hwéng dan, doc dat cat da soi tir bén trong giay ra td phiéu.
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“Lay mot mau dwa vao kinh hién vi va dé t6i xem nao”. Rhyme lan xe
dén bén ban, nhung thi kinh cao hon tdm mat anh chirng vai inch. “Me
kiép.”

Ben danh gia van dé: “Chac t6i c6 thé bé cho 6ng nhin.”

Rhyme cudi khé: “N6é ndang gan ba mwoi pound. Khong, chiing ta sé phai
tim mot...”

Nhung nha dong vat hoc da bé chiéc kinh hién vi 1én va vdi d6i canh tay
vam v0, gilt n6 hét sttc chac chan. Tat nhién, Rhyme chang thé xoay nim
diéu chinh tiéu cy, nhwng anh nhin dwgc r6 dé di t6i két luan. “Bui va cac
mau nho da voi. Liéu c6 phdi tir Bén tau kénh Nuéc den khong nhi?”

“Um,” Ben cham réi n6i. “Khéng chic. O d6 hau nhu chi toan bun 1ay.”

“Cho mot mau qua may tach hgp chat di. T6i mudn xem trong dé con co
gi nita khong.”

May tach hgp chat la thit c6ng cu mo wéc ctia mot nha hinh sy hoc. Do
mot nha thuc vat hoc nguwdi Nga sang ché ra tir dau thé ky trwdc nhung
khong dugce st dung nhiéu cho mai téi nhitng nam 1930, thiét bi nay phan
tich cac hgp chat nhw thyc pham, dwge pham, mau, dau vét... va tach riéng
ré ting thanh t6. C6 dén nita ta cac loai may tach hop chat khac nhau, tuy
nhién loai pho bién nhat dwgc st dung trong kham nghiém diéu tra l1a may
tach hgp chat khi. Loai nay dot chdy mau vat chitng. Khi sinh ra do qua
trinh dot chay dwoc tach riéng ré giip xac dinh nhitng chat da tao nén hgp
chat Iic ban dau. Trong mot la-b6 cia co quan diéu tra, may tach hop chat
thong thuwong ndi véi pho ké ghi khoi lwgng — loai thiét bi c6 kha nang xac
dinh cu thé vé nhiéu chat trong hop chat lic ban dau.

May tach hgp chat khi chi xi 1y dwgc nhitng chat liéu cé thé chuyén
thanh hoi — titc 1a c6 thé dot chay - & nhiét do twong do6i thap. Tat nhién, da
voi thi khong thé chdy. Nhung Rhyme ciing khéng quan tam dén da voi, anh
quan tdm dén dau vét da dinh vao cho dat va nhitng mau nhé da voi nay.
Chtng sé giip xac dinh cu thé hon cac dia diém ma Garrett da téi.

“Phai dgi mot lic”, Rhyme néi. “Trong ltic doi ching ta hay xem bui dat
bam & céac ranh khia dugi dé giay ctia Garrett. Téi bao cho cau biét, Ben a,
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toi mé cac ranh khia. Giay va ca 16p xe nita. Chiing giong nhw nhitng miéng
bot bién. Nh¢ 14y diéu ay.”

“Vang, t0i sé nhd, thwa ong.”

“Cay ra mot it va ching ta hay thir xem n6 cé dén tr noi nao khac ngoai
Bén tau kénh Nuéc den khong.”

Ben cdy mdt it bui dat ra mot t& phiéu dat mua tap chi khac. Anh ta gio
né tredc mat Rhyme dé anh nghién cttu can than. La mot chuyén gia kham
nghiém, anh biét tdm quan trong cda bui dat. N6 dinh vao quan 4o, né luu
lai dau vét twa nhitng mau vun banh mi cia Hansel va Gretel dan dén ctra
nha mot dé6i twong!18! né khién ké t6i pham va hién truong vu 4n y nhu thé
bi tréi chat lai v&i nhau vay. C6 chitng mot nghin mot tram mau dat khac
nhau va néu mot mau ti hién truong vu an hoan toan trung khép véi mot
mau dat tim thdy & san sau nha doi twong, kha nang rat 16n la doi twong da
c6 mat tai hién trwong. Sy giong nhau vé thanh phan cdu tao cta dat cling
cing c6 thém moi lién hé. Locard, nha hinh sy hoc vi dai nguwoi Phap, tirng
xdy dyng nén nguyén tac kham nghiém mang tén 6ng, d6 1a moéi khi xay ra
mot vu an, luon ludn xudt hién nhitng sy trao doi giita thu pham véi nan
nhan hay véi hién treong. Rhyme da nhan thdy rang, trong treong hgp xdy
ra tdn cong hoac an mang, xét téi yéu to dugc trao doi thwong xuyén nhat,
bui dat la yéu td xép hang thit hai sau mau.

Tuy nhién, viéc stt dung dat cat lam chitng ci¢ gap phai van dé la ching
qua pho bién. Bé c6 dugce y nghia nao d6 vé mat kham nghiém, moét mau
dat ma nguon duwa dén may ra la ké toi pham phai khac biét véi dat ty nhién
0 khu vure hién treong.

Budc dau tién trong phan tich dat 1a kiém tra mau dat tw nhién & khu vuc
hién treong — mau doi chiéu — véi mau dat nha hinh sw hoc tin twéng rang
do ké toi pham dwa dén.

Rhyme n6i diéu nay vGi Ben va anh chang to 16n cam 1én mot tai dat
Sachs ghi chi la Mau dat do6i chiéu — Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den, kém theo
ngay, gio thu thap. Ngoai ra, con mdt dong ghi chi nita khong phai chir viét
cua Sachs. Nguwoi thu thap: Canh sat J. Corn. Rhyme hinh dung ra anh
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chang canh sat tré hao hitc chay di thwc hién ménh 1énh cta Sachs. Ben d6
mot it chd dat nay ra to phiéu dat mua tap chi thit ba. Anh ta dat n6é bén
canh cho dat cay tir dé giay cta Garrett. “Chuing ta so sanh ching bang cach
nao?”, ngwoi thanh nién hoi, nhin mot lwgt qua cac thiét bi.

“Bang mat cta cau.”

“Nhung...”

“Hay ct quan sat chung. Xem mau sac cta mau chuwa xac dinh c6 khac
biét v&i mau sac ctia mau doi chiéu khong.”

“T6i lam nhv thé bang cach nao?”

Rhyme phdéi ép minh tra 16i bang giong diém tinh: “Cau hay cit quan sat
chuing thoi.”

Ben cham cham nhin m4t mau, r6i nhin sang mau kia.

Nhin lai. Mot 1an nita.

R6i mot lan nita.

Nao, nao... n6 khong tinh té€ t6i mitc d6 dau. Rhyme phai hét sitc co
gang dé to ra kién nhan. Mot trong nhitng cong viéc khé khan nhat doi vai
anh trén doi nay.

“Cau thay gi?”, Rhyme héi. “C6 phai dat ti hai noi khac nhau?”

“Cha, t6i khong thé noi chinh xac thwa 6ng. T6i nghi mot mau mau nhat
hon.”

“Pwa ching vao kinh hién vi dé6i chiéu.”

Ben dwa hai mau dat vao kinh hién vi doi chiéu va soi qua cac thi kinh.
“Toi khéng chac chan. Khé ma néi chac chan dugc. Téi cho la... cé 1€ 1a c6
su khac biét.”

“Pé toi xem nao.”

Céac bap thit do so6 lai bé chiéc kinh hién vi to twéng 1én mot cach vitng
vang va Rhyme nhin vao hai thi kinh. “Chac chan la khac so véi mau doi
chiéu”, Rhyme néi. “Mau nhat hon. Chita nhiéu tinh thé hon. Chita nhiéu
granite va dat sét hon, khong cing méi truong thyc vat. Vay la n6 khong
phai tir Bén tau kénh Nwdc den... Néu ching ta may man, né chinh tr cac
héc trd ngu cta han.”

Mot nu cuwdi thoang nd trén moi Ben, nu cwdi dau tién Rhyme nhin thay.
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“Gi vay?.”

“0, o thi, d6 1a cach chiing t6i goi cai hang ma mot con ca chinh chon
lam nha...” Nu cuwdi trén m6i nguwdoi thanh nién bién mat khi &nh mat cham
cham cua Rhyme bdao cho anh ta biét day khong phai lic, khong phai cho dé
dong dai.

Nha hinh su hoc néi: “Sau khi cé két qua vé mau da voi & may tach hop
chat, cau kiém tra cho dat lay ra tir dé giay nhé.”

“Thuwa ong, vang.”

Lat sau, man hinh may vi tinh n6i v6i may tach hop chat/pho ké nhap
nhay sang, nhitng dwong do thi nhap nhd nhw nii déi va thung liing xuat
hién. R6i mot cira sO md& ra va nha hinh sy hoc lan xe dén gan. Anh va vao
mot cai ban va chiéc Storm Arrow ngoat manh sang trai, khién Rhyme chui
nguoi. “Me kiép.”

Mat Ben tron xoe hoang hot. “Thwa 6ng, 6ng cé sao khong?”

“Khong sao, khong sao, khong sao”, Rhyme 1am bam. “Cai ban chét tiét
nay lam gi ¢ day? Chung ta dau can tGi n6 chit.”

“T6i sé nhdc n6 ra”, Ben noi ngay, chi mot tay tém chiéc ban nang y nhw
thé n6 1am bang gd balsall?! va dem cat n6 vao géc phong. “Xin 16i, dang 1&
toi phai dé y tr truedc.”

Rhyme phét 16 su ban khoan héoi han cia nha dong vat hoc va cham chu
nhin man hinh. “Nhitng lwgng 16n nitrate, phot phat va ammonia.”

Két qua nay rat dang lo ngai nhung Rhyme chwa néi gi ngay, anh muén
xem trong mau dat Ben cay ra tir dé giay Garrett chita cac chat nhw thé nao
da. Va két qua vé mau dat ay ciing nhanh chéng xuat hién trén man hinh.

Rhyme thd dai. “Nhiéu nitrate hon, nhiéu ammonia hon — rat nhiéu.
Nong do cao. Phét phat cling nhiéu hon. C6é ca chat tay. Va céi gi nita nay...
Cai chét tiét gi vay?”

“Pau a?”, Ben hoi, viron nguwdi vé phia man hinh.

“O phia cuéi ay. Co s& dif liéu xac dinh né 1a camphene. Cau nghe néi
bao gio chuwa ha?”

“Chua, thua ong.”
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“Cha, Garrett da giam lén thit nay, du n6 c6 la gi di chang nita”, Rhyme
nhin cdi tti dung chitng cit. “Nao, ching ta con gi? T khan gidy mau trang
Sachs da phat hién ra...”

Ben cam tui 1én, dwa né dén gan Rhyme. To khan gidy tham nhiéu mau.
Anbh liéc nhin mau khan gidy kia — nhitng to khan giay hiéu Kleenex Sachs
tim thdy tai phong riéng cta Garrett. “Chiing c6 giong nhau khong?”

“Tréng cling giong nhau”, Ben tra 10i. “Ca hai déu mau trang, cung cd.”

Rhyme noi: “DPua chiing cho Jim Bell. Bado anh ta la t6i mudén c6 phan
tich AND. Phan tich luw6t thoi.”

“Phan tich, vm... gi a, thwa ong?”

“Phan tich co ban AND, phan tng chu6i polymerase. Chuing ta khong c6
thoi gian lam RFLP2Y! — né s& cung cap két qua 1a mot-trong-sau-ti phién
ban. T6i chi muon biét liéu dé la mau caa Billy Stail hay la mau caa nguoi
khac. Bdao ai d6 hdy xoay x@ thé nao ma ldy dugc cac mau xac tw Billy Stail
va tir co Mary Beth cling nhu twr c6 Lydia.”

“Cac mau? Mau gi a?”

Rhyme lai phai ép minh giit si kién nhan. “Mau di t6. Bat ci* m6 nao tir
xac Billy Stail. D6i v6i hai co gai kia thi cach dé dang nhat la 1ay dwgc vai
sgi toéc — chi can con chan téc. Bdo mot canh sat di thu lwge chai dau trong
phong tam cia Mary Beth va Lydia, dwa dén cho sé xét nghiém to khan
gidy.”

Nguoi thanh nién cam cai tdi, roi roi khéi can phong. Lat sau, anh ta
quay lai. “Mot hodc hai tiéng dong ho nita ho sé cho két qud, thwa 6ng. Ho
sé gri tdi trung tam y té & Avery, chit khdng gtri t6i canh sat bang. Canh sat
Bell, y t6i la, Canh sat tredng Bell, nghi rang nhu thé thi dé dang hon.”

“MGt tiéng dong ho nita?”, Rhyme nhan nh6 1am bam. “Maét thoi gian
qua.”

Anh khong thé nao khong ban khoan ti hoi liéu sy cham tré nay c6 da
dé Thang Bo giét chét Lydia hay Mary Beth trw6dc khi ho tim thay han
khong.
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Ben ditng, budng thong hai canh tay kénh cang. “Um, tdi c6 thé goi ho
quay lai. T6i da néi v&i ho vé tAm quan trong cta viéc nay nhung.. Ong c6
muon toi goi ho quay lai khong?”

“Thoi dugc, Ben. Chung ta sé tiép tuc & day. Thom, tGi lic 1ap cac bang
16i”

Anh chang phu té viét 1én tdim bang den nhitng gi Rhyme doc

TiM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG TRUC TIEP — BEN TAU KENH
NUOC PEN

Khan gidy hiéu Kleenex tham mau

Bui da voi

Nitrate

Phot phat

Ammonia

Chat tay

Camphene

Rhyme nhin cham cham. Van chwa du cau trd 16i cho cac cau hdi. ..

Nhw ca trén can...

Anh mét Rhyme dirng lai & dong dat Ben cay ra tir dé gidy ga trai. Roi
trong dau 6c anh xuat hién mét y nghi. “Jim!”, anh quat to, giong oang oang
khién cd Thom lan Ben clung giat minh. “Jim! Anh ta & cai cho quai quy
nao vay? Jim!”

“Gi thé?”, vién canh sat tredng chay vao, lo lang. “C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Bao nhiéu nguoi lam viéc trong toa nha nay?”

“T6i khong biét. Chirng hai mwoi nguoi.”

“Va ho song rai rac khap quan?”

“Con hon thé nita. M6t s6 nguwoi con tir Pasquotank, Albemarle va
Chowan.”

“T6i muon tat ca xuong day bay gio.”

“Gi cg?”

“Tat ca moi ngudi trong toa nha nay. T6i mudn lay mau dat tir giay caa
ho... Dgi da va tham trdi san xe ctaa ho nita.”

“bat...”
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“Pat! Bui! Bun! Anh biét ddy. T6i mudn c6 ngay bay gio!”

Bell rit lui. Rhyme noi véi Ben: “Cai gia do? Kia kia?”

Nha dong vat hoc nang né di vé phia chiéc ban bén trén c6 dé mot cai
gia dai cam cac 6ng nghiém

“N6 la thiét bi thi ty trong. N6 sé xac dinh thanh phan cta nhitng loai
vat chat nhw dat cat chang han.”

Ben gat dau. “T6i da nghe noi t6i. Nhung chwa bao gio st dung ca.”

“Dé dang thoi. Nhitng cai chai dang kia...” Rhyme nhin vé phia hai céi
chai thuy tinh tham mau. Mot dan nhan tetra, mét dan nhan ethanol. “Cau
sé pha hai thit dé nhu t6i bao va dé gan day vao cac 6ng nghiém.”

“Pugc. Dé lam gi a?”

“Bat dau pha di. Xong xudi roi toi sé cho cau biét.”

Ben pha hai thit héa chat theo hwéng dan ctia Rhyme, ro6i d6 xen ké -
ethanol va tetrabromoethane, hai thit chat 16ng c6 mau khac nhau — vao hai
muoi 6ng nghiém.

“D6 mot it dat lay tir giay Garrett vao 6ng nghiém bén tay trai. Cho dat
ay sé phan tach ra va chuing ta sé c6 cac thanh phan tao nén né. Chung ta sé
lay mau dat tir nhitng nhan vién lam viéc tai day, nhitng nguoi song &
nhitng khu vie khac nhau trong quan. Néu bat cit mot mau nao phu hgp véi
mau tir giay cua Garrett thi nghia la giay han c6 thé da mang theo dat xung
quanh day.”

Ben xuédt hién cung véi nhitng nhan vién dau tién va Rhyme giai thich
viéc anh sap stta lam. Vién canh sat treéng nd nu cwdi ngudng mo. “Mot y
twéng tuyét voi, Lincoln. Ong anh ho Roland biét anh 4y dang 1am gi khi
anh dy cit 10i ca ngoi sép.”

Nhung ntra tiéng dong ho mat cho sang kién nay that vo ich. Khong mau
dat nao tlr giay cua nhitng nhan vién lam viéc tai day phu hgp véi mau dat
tir giay cda Garrett. Rhyme cau c6 nhin mau dat cudi cung tir s6 nhan vién
dwgc bo vao 6ng nghiém.

“Me kiép.”

“Du sao cling la mot viéc rat dang thi”, Bell néi.

Mot su lang phi quy thoi gian quy bau thi co.
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“T6i d6 cac mau dat di nhé?”, Ben hoi

“Khong. Khong bao gio dugc viit cdc mau xét nghiém di ma khong ghi
chép lai gi”, Rhyme néi dit khoat. R6i sic nhé ra rang minh khong nén gay
gat qud, cai anh chang to 16n nay & day chi vi nhitng méi quan hé ho hang.
“Thom, gitup d& ching t6i nao. Sachs da dé nghi muwgn mot chiéc may chup
anh 1ay ngay tir canh sat bang. N6 phai & cho nao dé trong day r6i. Bi xem
no6 dang & cho nao, chup can canh tat ca cac 6ng nghiém. Ghi tén tirng nhan
vién dang sau moi tdm hinh.”

Anh chang phu ta tim thay chi€c may anh va bat tay vao viéc.

“Bay gio, chung ta hdy phan tich nhitng gi Sachs phat hien dugc tai nha
cha me nu6i cta Garrett. Chi€c quan trong cdi ti kia — xem c6 gi trong
phan gau lo — vé khong”.

Ben than trong md& cdi tii nhwa va kiém tra chi€c quan. “Thwa c6, mot it
la thong”

“To6t. Chung rung khéi canh hay bi cat?”

“Bi cat, tréng c6 vé nhu vay”

“Tuyét voi. Nghia 1a han da lam gi d6é véi ching. Han cha y cat chiing
ra. Va muc dich cta viéc dé c6 thé lién quan dén vu an. Chung ta chwa biét
muc dich dy la gi, nhung theo t6i phéng doan thi la dé nguy trang.”

“T6i ngwi thay mui chén hoi”, Ben noi, hit hit chiéc quan.

“Pé la thong tin Sachs da cung cap. Tuy nhién, né khong hitu ich gi cho
chung ta. Du sao thi cling chwa httu ich.”

“Tai sao?”, nha dong vat hoc hai.

“V1 khong cach nao lién hé dugc mot loai dong vat hoang da vdi mot dia
diém cu thé. Mot con chon hoi @ nguyén maét cho thi hitu ich, chit mét con
chon hoi cé thé di chuyén thi chang giadi quyét dugc van dé gi. Ching ta hay
xem xét cac dau vét con lwu lai trén chi€c quan. Cat 1y vai manh tr chiéc
quan va dwa qua may tach hgp chat.”

Trong lic cho doi két qua, Rhyme kiém tra not so vat chitng thu thap
duwgc tai phong ga trai. “Cho t6i xem cudn v#, Thom”. Anh chang phu ta
gid mot lwgt cac trang. Chi toan la cac hinh vé con trung xau xi. Rhyme lac
dau. Chang cé gi hitu ich ca.
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“Con nhitng cuoén sach kia?” Rhyme hat dau chi bon cudn sach bia citng
Sachs tim thdy tai phong ga trai. Mot cudn — cuén Thé gigi thu nho - da
dwgc doc thwdng xuyén t6i mitc cac trang bung hét ra. Rhyme dé y nhitng
doan khoanh tron hodc gach chan hodc danh diu sao. Nhung khong doan
nao cung cdp manh moi vé nhitng noi ga trai c6 thé da tirng dén. Chiing
dwong nhw chi m6 ta vé cac loai con trung. Anh bdo Thom bo may cuén
sach sang ben.

R6i Rhyme xem xét nhitng thit Garrett giau trong cai lo dung ong bap
cay: tién, dnh chup Mary Beth, dnh chup gia dinh ga trai. Chiéc chia khoa
cl. Cudn day cau.

Cho tién mat chi 1a m6t nam nhau nhi nhitng t¢ ndm va muwoi do la, cung
v&i vai dong tién xu. Rhyme nhan thay khong cé cac thong tin hitu ich dwoc
ghi @ mép nhitng t¢ tién (nhiéu ké t6i pham hay si* dung mép nhitng t& tién
lam choé ghi 16i nhan hodc ké hoach hanh dong — va cach nhanh chéng dé ri
bé nhitng 10i nhan mang tinh cdo budc nhw vay tir dong bon la mua thi gi
do, quang nhitng 161 nhan ay vao cai 16 den ctia qua trinh lwu thong tién té).
Rhyme bao Ben chiéu dén PoliLight — thiét bi c6 nhitng mitc anh sang thay
doi — 1én tirng dong tién, va phat hién ra rang ca tién gidy lan tién xu c6 dée
dén tram dau van tay khéng tron ven, qua nhiéu nén chang cung cap dugc
manh moi hitu ich nao cd. Khong c6 nhan gia trén chiéc khung dnh va cudn
day cau, bdi vay khong cé cach gi lan tim nhitng ctra hiéu ma Garrett c6 thé
hay tdi.

“Day cau can rudi”. Rhyme vira nhin cuén day vira nhan xét. “Co dé dé
cau ca nho, phai khong Ben?”

“C& d6 bat mot con ca ven'4l ciing chwa chic duogc, thea 6ng”

Két qua vé cac dau vét ¢ chiéc quan cua ga trai nhap nhay trén man hinh
may vi tinh. Rhyme doc to: “Dau hda, lai ammonia, lai nitrate, va lai cai
chat camphene kia. Thom, lam on 1ap mot bang khac.”

Rhyme doc.

TIM THAY TAI HEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP — PHONG RIENG CUA
GARRETT
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Xa chon hoi

L4 thong bi cat roi khoi canh

Cac btc vé con trung

Anh chup Mary Beth

Anh chup gia dinh

Cac sach veé con trung

Day cau

Tién

Chia khoa chwa xac dinh

Dau hoa

Ammonia

Nitrate

Camphene

Rhyme nhin chdam cham hai bang chitng cit. Cudi cung, anh néi: “Thom,
goi dien di. Goi cho Mel Cooper.”

Anh chang phu td nhdc mdy dién thoai, quay nhitng con sé da thudc
long.

Cooper, nguoi hgp tac vdi cac nhan vién kham nghiém cua S Canh sat
New York, cé 1é ndang bang nita Ben. Anh ta trong giong mdét nhan vién
dinh phi bdo hiém rut ré, con thyc t€ la mot trong nhitng chuyén gia la-bo
kham nghiém hang dau ca nwéc.

“Cau ma loa ngoai cho toi nghe dugc khong, Thom?”

Anh chang phu ta nhan mdot cai nat va lat sau giong nam cao nhe nhang
ctia Cooper cét lén. “Chao anh, Lincoln. T6i duwgc biét la gio anh khong &
bénh vién.”

“Lam sao anh biét, Mel?”

“Chang can suy dién lam dau. Bién thoai t6i hién danh tinh nguoi goi la
Tru s& Chinh quyén quan Paquenoke. Anh hoan phau thuat a?”

“Khong. Chi la dang giiup gidi quyét mot vu an ¢ day thdi. Nghe nay,
Mel, t6i khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian va t6i can thong tin vé mot chat tén la
camphene. Anh da bao gio biét t¢i n6 chwa?”

“Chua. Nhung doi da. T6i sé kiém tra co so dir liéu.”
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Rhyme nghe thay tiéng go ban phim lién hoi. Cooper ciing la tay gé ban
phim nhanh nhat ma Rhyme tirng gap.

“Pugc r6i, ching ta c6 day.... Rat thad vi...”

“T6i khong can cai sy thu vi, Mel. Toi can théng tin chinh xac.”

“N6 la mot loai terpene — hgp chat carbon va hydrogen. Cé nguon goc
thue vat. N6 ting dugce st dung lam thanh phan cta thudc trir sdu nhwng da
bi cdm tir dau thap ky tdm muoi. Thdi gian né dugc st dung phd bién la
cudi nhitng nam 1800. N6 dugc st dung dé thap den. Mot cong nghé tién
tién vao thoi gian dé — thay cho md& ca voi. Hoi dy, n6 dugc coi nhu khi ga
thién nhién. Anh dang lan theo dau vét mot doi twgng chwa xac dinh dugc
danh tinh a?”

“Han khoéng phdi mot déi twgng chwa xac dinh dwgc danh tinh, Mel.
Danh tinh ctia han da hét sitc ro rang. Chi la ching t6i chwa thé tim thay
han. Nhitng chiéc den cii ky? Vay dau vét ctia camphene c6 kha nang chi ra
rang han dang an ndu tai dia diém nao day xay dwng tir thé ky XIX.”

“Co6 khd nang. Nhung ciing c6 kha nang khac. Vi anh nén biét ngay nay
camphene chi c6 ng dung duy nhit trong cong nghé ché tao cac chat
thom.”

“Loai nao?”

“Cht yéu la nwéc hoa, nwdc thom xoa mat sau khi cao rau va m§ pham.”

Rhyme can nhac diéu nay. “Ty 1é camphene trong cac chat thanh pham
la bao nhiéu?”, anh héi.

“Chi la nhitng lwvgng cye ky nhé. Tinh theo phan nghin.”

Rhyme van luén ludén bao cac nhém kham nghiém ctia minh dirng bao
gi0 sg dwa ra nhitng sy suy dién tdo bao trong phan tich chitng cit. Tuy
nhién, anh cling dau dén y thitrc dwoc khodng thoi gian ngan ngti ma hai co
gai kia c6 thé con ton tai trén doi nay, va anh cam thay hién ho chi vira da
nhan lyc, vat lvc dé 1an theo mot trong hai dau maéi ay thoi.

“Chung ta sé phai chon kha nang nay”, Rhyme tuyén b6. “Chiing ta sé
dat gia thiét rang ddu vét camphene la ti* nhitng chiéc den 16ng cii k¥, loai
bé kha nang tr cac chat thom, va theo d6 ma hanh dong. Bay gio, nghe nay,
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Mel, t6i cling sé giti cho anh dnh chup mot chiéc chia khéa. T6i can anh lan
tim nguén goc cta né.”

“Don gian. Khoa xe hoi a?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Khoéa nha?”

“Khong biét.”

“Gan day van dung?”

“Khong manh m6i.”

Cooper néi day vé hoai nghi: “Cé 1é khong don gian nhu t6i twong.
Nhung c gui cho toi, toi sé lam nhitng gi c6 thé.”

Khi cudc dién thoai két thiic, Rhyme yéu cau Ben chup ca hai mat chia
khoa va fax cho Cooper. R6i anh tht lién lac v&i Sachs bang bo dam. Bo
dam khong hoat dong. Anh goi vao may di dong cua co.

“Al6?”

“Sachs, anh day.”

“Bo dam sao thé?”, co hoi.

“Khong c6 séng.”

“Bon em nén di theo hwdng nao, Rhyme? Bon em da sang bén kia song
nhung bi mat dau vét. Va, néi that...”, giong Sachs ha xudng thanh thi
tham. “May ngudi ¢ day khong binh tinh. Lucy dang muén an thit em.”

“Anh da thyc hién nhitng phan tich co ban, nhwng anh chang biét lam gi
vdi tat ca cac dit liéu nay — anh dang dgi 6ng chu nha may ¢ Bén tau kénh
Nudc den. Henry Davett. Chwa biét 6ng ta t6i lic nao. Nhung nghe nay,
Sachs, con mot viéc nita anh phai néi véi em. Anh phat hién ra dau vét rat
dang ké ciia ammonia va nitrate trén quan Garrett va trong chiéc giay han
danh roi.”

“Bom a?”, Sachs héi, cai giong am vang cua c6 boc 16 no6i choang vang.

“Co vé nhu vay. Va cudn day cau em tim thady qua manh dé tinh chuyén
cau kéo nghiém chinh. Anh nghi han st dung n6 lam day bay kich n6. Lat
nita di ti tir théi. Quan sat xem c6 bay khong. Néu em trong thay céi gi do
giong nhu la mét manh moi, hay dé phong bi liva.”

“Em sé chu y, Rhyme.”
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“O nguyén ddy. Hy vong tdi sém c6 chi dan cho cac vi.”

Garrett va Lydia di thém dugc ba hay bon dam nita.

Mat trgi lic nay da 1én cao. C6 1€ da trwa, hodc gan trwa, nong nhu trong
16. ft nwéc déng chai ma Lydia uéng & chd mé da nhanh chéng chuyén
thanh mo6 héi va co 14 di vi néng va khat.

Nhu thé cam nhan duwgc diéu nay, Garrett n6i: “Ching ta sap sita téi day
r6i. T6i ddy sé mat hon. Va tao da chuan bi nhiéu nuwéc.”

Mat dat trdi ra & day. Nhitng canh ritng cay c6i gdy do, nhitng dam lay.
Khong nha ctra, khong duwdng sa. Nhiéu 16i mon cii k¥ téa theo nhiéu huwéng
khac nhau. Nhitng nguwoi dang tim kiém ho sé hau nhw khong tai nao xac
dinh dugc 16i ho da di — nhitng 16i mon chang chit tita mé cung vay.

Garret hat dau chi mot trong nhitng 16i mon hep nay, bén trai la cac tang
da, bén phai la cai doc cao hai mwoi feet. Ho di chirng nita dam doc theo 16i
mon nay, roi ga dirng lai. Ga ngoai nhin dang sau.

Co vé hai long vi khong thay ai & gan, Garrett buwdc vao trong dam cay
bui va tr@ ra v6i mot sgi day nilon — trong gidong nhu loai ddy cau manh —
ga dem chang ngang 16i mon, gan sat mat dat. Hau nhu khong thé phat hién
dwgc. Ga budc sgi daiy vao mot chiéc gay, chiéc gdy nay do mot cai chai
thay tinh c& ba hay bon gallon dung day thi chat léng mau sita. Cé chut
chat cdn bam trén thanh chai va Lydia ngi thdy mot mui thoang thodng —
mui ammonia. Co khiép sg. Mot qua bom w? Co6 ban khoan ty hoéi. La y ta
trec phong cap citu, cb tirng x ly vai treong hop thiéu nién bi thwong do
may mo ché tao cac thiét bi phat n6. C6 nhé da thit bi chdy den ctia chiing
da nat buwom ra nhu thé nao.

“Cau khong thé lam vay”, Lydia thi thao.

“Tao chang muo6n nghe nhitng 10i v6 nghia ctia may”. Ga trai buing ngoén
tay. “Tao sé thu xép xong cac thi & day, roi chiing ta vé nha.”

Nha?

Lydia ditng chét lang, nhin cham cham vao cai chai 16n ma Garrett phu
1én bang canh cay.

Garrett lai kéo c6 di xu6i theo 16i mon d6. Mac du ngay moi lic mot
néng hon, ga di chuyén nhanh hon va c6 phai khé khan 1lam mdi theo kip
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cai thang nguwdi moi lic mot ban thiu hon, dinh day bui va nhitng manh 14
muc. Nhu thé chinh béan than ga dang tr tir bién thanh mot con con trung
v6i moi buwdc roi xa hon nén van minh. N6 goi cho ¢6 nhé t6i cau chuyén
nao dé co tirng dugc yéu cau doc hoéi di hoc ma chwa bao gio o6 doc hét.

“Lén trén kia”, Garrett hat dau vé phia mot ngon doi. “Trén d6 c6 cho
cho chiing ta nghi lai. Sé tiép tuc di ra bién vao sang mai.”

B0 dong phuc Lydia mdc w6t sting mo hoi. Hai khuy 4o trén cung bat ra
va mau trang chiéc 4o 16t 16 19. Ga trai lién tuc nhin vang nguc tron cta co
gai. Nhung c6 hau nhuw chang quan tam. Lic nay, c6 chi mudn trén thoat
bau khéng khi ngoai trdi, chui vao mot bong ram mat mé nao dat, bat cw
cho nao ga sé dua co t6i.

Muoi 1am phit sau, ho viegt qua khu ring va di vao mot bai dat trong.
Trwdc mat ho xuat hién mdt cai coi xay cii, xung quanh moc day say, huong
b6, cd cao. N6 nam bén canh mot dong su6i ma phan nhiéu da bi dam lay
lan sang. M6t canh c6i xay chdy rui. Gitta dong gach vun vion 1én mot céi
ong khoi chay sém — dugc goi 1a “Pai ky niém Tuwéng Sherman”, goi theo
tén vi twéng phe Lién bang, ngwoi da dot hét nha civa lang mac trong lic
hanh quén ra bién, bé lai mo6t viing toan nhitng 6ng khoi chdy den dang sau.

Garrett dan Lydia vao khu vie phia trede cta coi xay, khu viee khong bi
Itra li€ém t6i. Ga day co qua khung cita va kéo canh ctra bang go soi nang
dong sap lai, cai then. Ga ditng nghe ngong hoi lau. Sau khi xem chirng da
hai long vi khong c6 ai bam theo, ga dwa cho c6 mot chai nuéc nita. Co
phadi chién dau véi niém thoi thiic muén déc nguwgc chai nwdéc uéng mot
mach. Cé hép mét hép day, chra nuét ngay, ma cam nhan dwoc cai budt té
trong khoang miéng kho khoc, r6i méi cham rai nuét xuéng

Khi Lydia udng xong, Garrett 1dy cai chai, c@i tréi cho c6, roi lai troi
quat hai tay c6 ra dang sau. “Cau phai lam nhw thé sao?”, co tic gian haéi.

Ga trai ddo mat trwdc cau hdi ngd ngan. Ga day cd ngb6i xudng san.
“Ngo6i day va ngdm cai mom chét tiét cia may lai.” Garrett ngoi dwa vao
bttc twong doi dién, khép mat. Lydia vieon dau vé phia ctra s6, nghe ngong
xem c6 tiéng may bay tryc thang hay tiéng nhitng con thuyén di trén dam
lay hay tiéng stia ctia bay ché chuyén tim kiém ciu nan khong. Nhung co6
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chi nghe thay tiéng thd cua Garrett, ma c6 két luan trong noi tuyét vong
rang do thyc sy la tiéng Chida bé roi co.
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CHUONG MUOI

Mot dang ngwdi xudt hién trén ngwdng ctra, theo sau Jim Bell.

D6 1a ngwoi dan ong trac ngili tuan, téc bat dau thva va cé gwong mat
tron dao mao. Chiéc 4o vét mau xanh lam vat trén canh tay, con chiéc so mi
trang duwgc la phang Iy va ho citng, tuy & nach tham vét mo hoi. Chiéc ca
vat ké cai ghim budng ngay ngan.

Rhyme da nghi day chac la Henry Davett, nhuwng d6i mat ctia nha hinh
si hoc 1a mot trong nhitng b phan trén co thé trdi qua vu tai nan ma khong
hé han gi — thi lwc anh van hoan hdo — va anh doc thay cac chit cai khac
long vao nhau trén cay ghim cai ca vat tt* khoang cach muoi feet: WWID.

William? Walter? Wayne?

Rhyme chang c6 manh moi nao ma doan dugc 6ng ta la ai.

Nguoi dan 6ng nhin Rhyme, nheo mat lai vé danh gia va gat dau chao.
R6i Jim Bell néi: “Henry, xin gigi thiéu véi 6ng day la Lincoln Rhyme.”

Vay la khong phai chir 16ng tén ho 6ng ta. Bay chinh la Davett. Rhyme
gat dau chao lai, di t&i két luan rang cay ghim cai ca vat c6 1é tirng thudc vé
cha ong ta. William Ward Jonathan Davett.

Ong ta budc vao phong. Anh méit nhanh nhen cta 6ng ta w6t qua cac
thit thiét bi.

“A, 6ng biét vé mdy tach hgp chat phai khong?”, Rhyme héi, nhan thay
nét mat Davett biéu hién y dong tinh.

“BO phan Nghién cttu va Phat trién cta t6i c6 may cai. Nhung doi
nay...” Davett lac dau vé phé phan. “Ngudi ta tham chi chang con san xuat
nita. Tai sao cac vi van stz dung?”

“Ngan sach bang, Henry”, Bell nadi.

“T6i sé cho chuyén dén day mot cai.”

“Khong can thiét dau.”
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“Pay la tht gié rach”, ngudi dan 6ng no6i coc can. “Hai mwoi phit nita
toi sé cho chuyén dén day mét cai mdi.”

Rhyme néi: “Thu thap chitng ct khong phéi 1a van dé. Van dé la lam
sang to ching. Vi thé ma toi co thé sé can dén sy giup dd cta ong. Day la
Ben Kerr, trg ly kham nghiém cho t6i.”

Ho bét tay nhau. Ben xem chitng nhe nhom vi cé thém mot ngudi di lai
dugc binh thuong trong can phong.

“Moi 6ng ngoi xuong, Henry”, Ben ndi, lan chiéc ghé van phong dén
cho ong ta. Nguwoi dan 6ng ngoi xudng, hoi vion ra phia trwdc, can than
vuot phang ca vat. Cai ctr chi ay, tw thé dang diéu, d6i dong ti trong cap
mat day tu tin, tdt ca khién Rhyme di dén nhan xét: hdp dan, thong minh...
va mot tay lam an cuc ky cirng ran day.

Rhyme lai ban khoan vé cac chit cdi WWJID. Anh chwa chac chéan rang
minh da giai dugc cau do.

“Viéc lién quan tdi hai c6 géi bi bat céc, phai khong?”

Bell gat dau. “Chwa co6 ai thye sy n6i ra nhitng trong tham tam...” Anh
ta nhin Rhyme va Ben. “Chung t6i nghi Garrett han da cung hiép va giét
chét Mary Beth, viit xac co gai & dau dé.”

Hai muoi tw tiéng dong ho....

Vién canh sat treong tiép tuc. “Nhwng ching t6i van con co hoi citu
Lydia, ching t6i hy vong thé. Va chuing to6i phai ngan chan Garrett triede khi
han kip bat céc thém ai nita.”

Vi thwong gia gian dit n6i: “Va Billy, that 1a mot noi ho then. T6i nghe
néi cau ay chi la gitta dwong thay chuyén bat binh, c6 gang cttu Mary Beth
ma thanh thi thiét mang.”

“Garrett da 14y xéng dap vo dau cau ay. That toi té.”

“Vay bay gio thoi gian la hét sttc quy gid. Toi cé thé lam gi?” Davett
quay sang Rhyme. “Anh noi phai lam sang to cai gi dé ha?”

“Chung t6i dang nam vai manh moi vé noi Garrett da trd ngu va han cé
thé sé dwa Lydia di dau. T6i hy vong 6ng biét vé viing nay va giup d& ching
t0i.”
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Davett gat dau. “T6i kha thong thao viing nay. To6i c6 bang vé dia chat
va k¥ su hoa. Toi cling da song ca doi & Tanner’s Corner va kha quen thudc
quan Paquenoke.”

Rhyme hat dau chi hai bang chitng ci¢. “Xin 6ng xem hai bang chitng cit
kia va cho chting t6i biét mot vai suy nghi ctia 6ng. Chiing t6i dang c6 gang
lién hé cdc manh mo6i dy v6i mot dia diém cu thé.”

Bell néi thém: “N6 c6 1é 1a mot dia diém ma di bo dén duwgc. Garrett
khong wa 6 t6. Han khong bao gi¢ 1ai xe ca.”

Davett deo kinh va nga dau vé phia sau, nhin lén twong.

Sksksk

TiM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG TRUC TIEP — BEN TAU KENH
NUOC PEN

Khan gidy Kleenex tham mau

Bui da voi

Nitrate

Phot phat

Ammonia

Chat tay

Camphene

TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP — PHONG RIENG CUA
GARRETT

Xa chon hoi

L4 thong bi cat roi khoi canh

Cac buc vé con trung

Anh chup Mary Beth

Anh chyp gia dinh

Cac sach vé con trung

Day cau

Tién

Chia khoa chwa xac dinh

Dau hoa

Ammonia
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Nitrate

Camphen

Davett thong tha doc di doc lai, cap mat nheo nheo vai lan. Mot thoang
cau may. “Nitrate va ammonia a? Anh biét do6 c6 thé la gi chit?”

Rhyme gat dau. “T6i nghi han da dat mot s6 bom ty tao dé ngan can doi
tim kiém. T6i n6i vdi ho vé viéc nay roi.”

Davett nhan mat, quay lai bang ching cit. “Chat camphene... T6i nghi
né tirng duwgc st dung cho nhitng chiéc den 16ng c6. Vi du nhitng chiéc déen
thap bang dau da phién chang han.”

“Pung. Vay chiung ta cho rang noi han dang gittr Mary Beth 1a m6t ngdbi
nha c6. Pugc xay twr thé ky XI1X.”

“Chac chan xung quanh day c6 tdi hang nghin ng6i nha, 1éu lan, chuéng
trai cli ky.. Cai gi nita? Bui da voi... Cai nay khong thu hep dugc pham vi
tim kiém lam. C6 mot rang nui da voi chay dai suot quan Paquenoke. N6
tirng la nguon 1gi 16n cho moi ngwdi ¢ day.” Davett ditng 1én, di ngén tay
chéo trén tdm ban d6 ti* mép phia nam dam lay Sau Tham sang phia tay
nam, tir 6 L-4 sang 6 C-14. “Anh c6 thé tim thay da voi & bat cit chd nao
doc theo dwong nay. Chiing ct* &y khong may hitu ich. Nhung...” Ong ta
buwéc lui lai, khoanh hai tay. “Phot phéat thi hitu ich ddy. Bac Carolina la mot
nguon cung cdp phot phat 16n, nhung n6 khéng dwoc khai thic & xung
quanh day. Noi khai thac & xa hon vé phia nam. Vay, két hgp vdi chat tay,
toi cho rang han da & gan khu vyc nuwée bi 6 nhiém.”

“Khi gi6”, Jim Bell néi. “Nhuw thé c6é nghia hdn & chinh trén song
Paquenoke.”

“Khong”, Davett dap 10i. “Song Paquo sach sé. N6 tham mau vi lay
nuwée ti dam lay Sau Tham va hé Drummond.”

“0i, d6 1a tht nwde than”, vién canh sat treéng noi.

“Thé l1a thé nao?” Rhyme héi.

Davett giai thich: “Mdt s6 ngudi gia & day goi nwdc cia dam lay Sau
Tham la nwdc than. N6 chita day chat tannic acid tiét ra tir 14 bach va 14
bach xu muc. Chat nay tiéu diét vi khuan nén nwdc dé duwgc lau — truede khi
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c6 ta lanh nguwoi ta ting st dung n6 lam nwdc udng trén thuyén budm.
Nguoi ta titng nght no co6 cac dac tinh ky dieu.”

“Vay...”, Rhyme néi, chang bao gid quan tdm lam t6i nhitng huyén
thoai dia phwong. “Néu khong phéi la song Paquenoke, dau vét ctia phot
phat kia sé dat han vao khu virc nao?”

Davett nhin Bell. “Han bat c6c c6 gai thit hai & dau?”

“Cung cho vGi Mary Beth. Bén tay kénh Nuwdc den.” Bell cham vao tdm
ban d6, roi di ngon tay lén phia bac t&i 6 H-9. “Vugt sang bén kia song, dén
mot cai choi san khoang vi tri nay, réi tiép tuc di vé phia bac nita dam. Ro6i
doi tim kiém mat dau vét. Ho dang chd ching ta chi duwong.”

“0, thé thi ching con nghi ngd gi nita”, Davett néi véi sy tw tin dang
khich 1é. Nha doanh nhan di ngon tay sang phia dong. “Han da vugt lach
P4. O vi tri ndy. Thay khong? Mot s6 thadc nudc ding dé sui bot nhu bia, vi
trong nwdc chita rat nhiéu chat tdy va phét phat. N6 bat dau do ra gan thac
Hobeth va c6 dén hang tan. Ngudi thi tran dy khong biét gi vé quy hoach va
phan vung.”

“Tot”, Rhyme néi. “Bay gio, sau khi han da sang bén kia con lach, 6ng
cho rang han sé di theo huéng nao?”

Davett lai doc bang chitng c. “Néu anh phat hién dwgc 1a thong bi cat
gdy, toi phai phong doan ring hin di theo huéng nay”. Ong ta dap dap tay
vao 6 I-5 va 6 J-8. “Thong thi c6 & khap Bac Carolina, nhung xung quanh
day hau hét la cac canh rirng soi, tuyét tung c6 thy, bach va bach dan. Canh
rirng thong 16n duy nhat ma t6i biét nam & phia dong bac. Bay. Trén duwong
dén dam lay Sau Tham”. Davett dam dam nhin hai bang chitng ¢ lau hon
r6i lac dau. “T6i e minh chang thé néi thém dwgc may nita. Anh da c di
mdy doi tim kiém r6i?”

“Mot doi”, Rhyme tra 10i.

“Cai gi?” Davett quay sang anh, cau may. “Chi mot doi? Anh dang dua.”

“Khong”, Bell noi, giong tw vé tredc cudc kiém tra chéo citng ran cua
Davett.

“Cha, mot doi dong chirng nao?”

“Bon canh sat”, Bell tra 101i.
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Davett gidu cot: “That dién r6”. Ong ta hat tay chi tim ban do. “Cac vi
phai luc soat hang trdm dam vuong. Day la Garrett Hanlon... Thang Bo.
Han gan nhu song & phia bac song Paquo. Han c6 thé qua mat cac vi trong
tich tac.”

Vién canh sat trudng hing giong. “Ong Rhyme day cho ring khong sit
dung qua nhiéu nguwaoi thi tét hon.”

“Anh chang thé st dung qua nhiéu nguwoi trong mét tinh huong nhw thé
nay”, Davett n6i v6i Rhyme. “Anh nén lady nam muoi nguoi, trang bi cho
ho sung trwong, va bdo ho dap cac bui cay cho t6i lic tim thdy han. Anh
dang hoan toan sai lam.”

Rhyme nhén ra Ben da theo doi bai thuyét gido ctia Davett vGi vé mat rat
xdau hd. Lé di nhién, nha dong vat hoc cho rang ngudi ta phai té€ nhi khi
tranh ludn véi mot ké queé quat. Mac du vay, nha hinh sy hoc van binh than
noéi: “Mot cudc san lung 16n chi to6 day Garrett dén cho giét chét Lydia, roi
lan tron.”

“Khong”, Davett noi dit khoat. “Né sé khién han hoang sg ma tha co gai
ra. Téi c6 chitng bon muoi lam cong nhan dang lam ca tai nha mdy. Cha,
chttng hon chuc ngwoi 1a phu nit. Téi khong thé yéu cau ho tham gia.
Nhung s6 nam gidi... Hay dé t6i ct ho di. Chung t6i sé tim dugc vai khau
sung. Cho ho ra soat khap khu vuc lach Ba.”

Rhyme hoan toan c6 thé hinh dung dwgc ba muoi hay bon muoi tay thg
san nghiép du va hang hai sé lam gi trong mot cudc tim kiém nhw thé nay.
Anh lac dau. “Khong, day méi la cach giai quyét vu viéc.”

Anh mét ho gdp nhau trong mot khoanh khic im ling ning né. Davett
nhtin vai va nhin di cho khac truedc, nhung sw rit lui dy chang phai la sy
nhuwgng bd cho rang Rhyme c6 1& dang hanh dong diing. Ma né hoan toan
nguoc lai: mot sy phan doéi ditt khoat, rang vGi viéc phét 16 16i khuyén cta
ong ta, Rhyme va Bell dang la nhitng ké liéu mang.

“Henry”, Bell n6i. “T6i da dong y dé 6ng Rhyme chi huy cach giai quyét
vu viéc. Chung t6i rat biét on ong ay.”

Nhitng 16i cta vién canh sat tredng cé phan nham téi chinh ban than
Rhyme — mot cau xin 16i ngdm ngam thay cho Davett.
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Tuy nhién, vé phia Rhyme, anh thich thd dén nhan thai do thang thirng
cia Davett. P6i vGi anh, d6 la sy ty thita nhan dang stng sot, nhung
Rhyme, ngudi von khong tin twdng chiit nao vao cac diém bao, cam thay su
hién dién ldc nay day cua nguwdi dan 6ng la diém bao — rang cudc phau thuat
sé tot dep va cai thién dugc tinh trang cia anh. Anh cam thdy nhu thé nho
si trao doi chdp nhoang vira dién ra — khi nha doanh nhan citng ran nay
nhin thang vao mat anh va bao anh hoan toan sai lam. Davett tham chi
chang dé y dén tinh trang ctia Rhyme, tat ca nhitng gi 6ng ta trong thay la
nhitng hanh dong cua anh, quyét dinh cta anh, thai d6 cia anh. D6i véi
Davett, c6 thé tan tat ctia anh chang lién quan gi. B6i ban tay ky diéu cta
Tién si Weaver sé dia anh tién thém mot buwdc, t6i cho ma nhiéu nguoi nita
cling sé cu xtt vOi anh theo cach nhu vay.

Nha doanh nhan néi: “T6i sé cau nguyén cho hai c6 gai”. R6i quay sang
Rhyme. “T6i ciing sé cau nguyén cho cd anh.” Céi nhin kéo dai hon mot
chit so véi cai nhin tir biét thong thwong, Rhyme cam nhan rang cau sau
duge noi ra chan thanh — va theo ding nghia den ciia né. Ong ta buéc khoi
Cclra.

“Henry la nguoi hoi khé thay déi quan diém”, Bell néi khi Davett da di
10i.

“Va 6ng ta c6 moi quan tam riéng trong vu viéc nay, phai khong?”,
Rhyme hoi.

“Co0 gai bi ong bap cay dot chét nam ngoai. Meg Blanchard...”

Bi dot mét trdm ba muoi bdy phdt.

Rhyme gat dau.

Bell tiép tuc. “Co dy lam viéc & cong ty ctia Henry. Di 1é & cung nha tho
v6i dng dy va gia dinh 6ng ay. Ong ay ciing gidng nhw hau hét ngudi dan
ving nay — ong dy nghi cudc séng trong thi tran sé tot dep hon néu loai bo
dugc Garrett Hanlon. Moi t6i 6ng ay lai c6 xu huéng cho rang cach cua ong
ay la cach hay nhat dé giai quyét vu viéc.”

Nha thd... cau nguyén... Rhyme bat chgt hiéu ra mot diéu. Anh noi véi
Bell: “Cay ghim cai ca vat cua Davett. Chit cai J nghia la Jesus?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Bell cudi to. “Anh ding day. O, Henry von van ha guc cac ddi thu canh
tranh trong lam an chang chép mat, nhung 6ng dy lai l1a mot trg t€ & nha
thd. Moi tudn ba lan gi d6. Mot trong nhitng ly do khién 6ng dy mudn cir ca
dao quan di san lung Garrett la vi 6ng dy nghi rang thang dé c6 vé la thi
ngoai dao.”

Rhyme van chwa xac dinh dwgce y nghia nhitng chit cai con lai. “T6i
chiu. Y nghia nhitng chit c4i con lai 1a nhw thé ndo?”

“What Would Jesus Do?!22] T4t ca nhitng tin 46 Co Péc gido chan chinh
trong ving nay déu tw hoi minh cau dy moi khi ho phai doi dién véi mot
quyét dinh 16n. Ban than t6i hoan toan khong biét Chua sé lam gi trong mot
vu an nhw thé nay. Nhung t6i sé ndi anh biét to6i sé lam gi: t6i sé goi cho
Lucy va c6 ban cua anh, bdo ho hwdng truy tim dau vét Garrett.”

“Lach DBa a?”, Jesse Corn hdi sau khi Sachs truyén dat lai thong tin. Anh
chang canh sat chi tay. “O ding kia, cach day nira ddm.”

Anh ta bat dau vugt qua khu vie cay bui, theo sau la Lucy va Amelia.
Ned Spoto khéa dudi, cdp mat mau nhat ctia anh ta lo lang quét khap xung
quanh.

Nam phuit sau, ho thoat khoi dam day leo chang chit va budc 1én mot 16i
di da nhan dau chan nguoi. Jesse ra hiéu cho ho xudi theo 16i nay, vé phia
tay phai - phia dong.

“Pay la cai 16i mon ay a?” Sachs héi Lucy. “Cai 16i mon chi nghi 1a han
da di?.”

“Phai”, Lucy tra 10i.

“Chi da dang”, Sachs noi khé, chi du cho minh nghe. “Nhung chung ta
van phai dgi.”

“Khong, day la c6 phdi chitng té rang ai nam quyén chi huy”, Lucy noéi
song swong.

Diéu ay tuyét doi dung, Sachs ty nha tham. Roi thém: “Nhwng bay gio
thi ching ta biét c6 thé c6 bom trén duong truy tim. Con ldc trwdc ching ta
chwva biét.”
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“Du sao néu cr di t6i cling sé dé y xem c6 bay gi khong”. Lucy khong
néi nita va co tiép tuc buwdc theo 16i mon, mat cam xudng dat, thé hién rang,
thure t€, c6 van quan sat dé phong.

Muoi phit sau, ho téi lach B4, nwdc cia nd trang nhu siva va sui bot vi
cac chat gay 6 nhiém. Trén bg lach, ho phat hién ra hai loai dau chan — dau
giay vai kich thwéc nhé nhung han siu, cé 1€ cia mot cd gai voc ngudi to
béo. Khong nghi ngd gi nita, day chinh la Lydia. Va diu chan tran ctia nam
gidi. Garrett ro rang da viit not chiéc giay con lai.

“Hay sang bén kia con lach & cho nay”, Jesse néi. “T6i biét canh rirng
thong ma ong Rhyme dé cap t6i. Bay la dwong ngan nhat dé dén day.”

Sachs chuan bi budc xuéng nuée.

“Dung lai!”, Jessy dot ngot goi to.

Sachs ditng sitng lai, dat tay 1én khau sing luc, khom minh. “C6 chuyén
gi thé?”, c6 hoi. Lucy va Ned, ric rich cwoi trwde phan tng cta c6, dang
ngoi trén nhitng tang da, cdi tat va giay.

“Co dé wat tat va tiép tuc di bd”, Lucy néi. “Co sé co ca chuc vét thuwong
phai bang bé truwdc khi di dwgc mét tram thuwdc. Chan cd sé bi phong rop.”

“Co khong c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém di bo, phai khong?” Ned hoi ngwoi nit
canh sat.

Jesse Corn danh cho anh chang dong nghiép nu cwdi buc bdi. “Vi cb ay
song & thanh pho, Ned. Ciing hoan toan giong nhu t6i chang nghi cau la
mot chuyén gia veé tau dién ngam va cac toa nha choc troi.”

Sachs phét 16 ca cau phé phan lan 10i bao vé day suw ga lang, cdi d6i bot
thap co, cdi doi tat den chi cao dén mat ca chan. Xan giu quan bo 1én.

Ho bat dau di qua con lach. Nudc lanh nhue nwéce da, cam giac hét sirc dé
chiu. Sachs thay nuéi tiéc khi chuyén vugt lach — ma Jesse phat am thanh
“lat” — ket thuc.

Sang bd bén kia, ho dgi vai phut cho chan kho, r6i di tat, di giay vao.
Tiép theo, ho kiém tra xung quanh b& cho tdi Itic lai phat hién duwgc cac dau
chan. Doi tim kiém lién di theo cac dau chan do6 vao rirtng nhung vi mat dat
tré@ nén kho rdo hon va nhitng bui cay dan nhau chang chit hon, ho da mat
dau vét.
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“Dam théng ¢ dang kia”, Jesse no6i. Anh ta chi vé phia dong bac, “bi
xuyén thang qua ddy la cach hogp 1y nhat doi véi ho.”

Theo s hwdng dan chung chung cta Jesse, ho di bo thém hai mwoi phuit
nita, di hang mat, quan sat ky lvong mat dat dé dé phong day bay. Roi soi,
nhwa ruoi, lach... dan dan nhwong cho cho bach xu va doc can. Phia trudc
ho, cdch mot phan tw dam, 1a mot rang thong khong 16. Nhung chang con
bat ¢t dau chan nao cda ké bat céc va nan nhan cia ga nita — khong c6
manh m6i nao veé vi tri ho da di vao rirng.

“Rong ménh méng nhu thé nay”, Lucy 1am bam. “Lam sao chuing ta tim
thay dau vét caa ho trong day?”

“Chung ta hay téa ra”, Ned goi y. Anh ta c6 vé cling bi mat tinh than vi
khodng cdy c6i ram rap tredc mat. “Néu han dat mét qua bom thi hoa co
troi mai thay dwoc.”

Ho dang sip stta toa ra thi Sachs nghénh nghénh dau. “Khoan. O yén
ddy da”, co ra lénh r6i bat dau twr tir di qua bui cay, mat nhin xuéng dat, xem
c6 bay khong. Chi di chirng nam muwoi feet, téi mot lum cay cai cay tr6 hoa,
bay gid hoa da rung, xung quanh goc day cac canh rita nat, co phat hién ra
dau chén cta Garrett va Lydia trén nén dat. Ching dan téi mot 16i mon
quang qué va 16i mon nay dan vao ring.

“Ho di 16i nay!”, Sachs goi. “Di theo dau chan t6i dy. T6i da soat bay
16i.”

MGt lat sau, ba ngudi canh sat t6i cho co.
“Lam sao cO phat hién duwgc?”, anh chang Jesse Corn dang trong cay si
héi.

“Anh ngwi thady mui gi?” Sachs hoi lai.

“Xa chon”, Ned tra 10i.

Sachs noi: “Garrett dé lai mui xa chon trén chiéc quan t6i tim thay tai
nha han. T6i suy ludn rang lic trede han da di theo 16i nay. Toi can ¢t vao
mui xa chon con veong ¢ day thoi.”

Jesse cwoi to va bao Ned: “Mot c6 gai thanh pho day, anh thdy thé nao?”

Ned dao mat va ho bat dau di theo 16i mon, t tit di chuyén vé phia rang
thong.
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Co6 vai lan ho di qua nhitng khu vue rong 16n, héo ta — cay to, cdy nho
chét hét ca. Khi di qua nhitng khu virc dé, Sachs cam thay bat an — d6i tim
kiém hoan toan phoi minh ra treéc kha nang bi tdn cng. Qua ntra bai trong
thit hai va sau mot cu thét tim niva vi con thd hay con chim nao day ric sot
soat trong bui cay, co rut dién thoai di dong ra.

“Rhyme, anh & day chi?”

“Gi thé? Tim thay cai gi a?”

“Bon em phat hién dwgc dau vét roi. Nhung hdy cho em biét — c6 ching
ct nao chi ra kha nang Garrett st dung sung khong?”

“Khong”, Rhyme tra 10i, “Sao vay?”

“Co6 nhitng khu vure trong trong canh rirng nay — mwa acid hodc cac chat
gdy 6 nhiém da tiéu diét sach cay c6i. Bon em chang c6 gi che chan. That la
mot noi 1y twdng dé mai phuc.”

“Anh khéng thdy dau vét nao hwéng tdi viéc sit dung sing. Bon anh c6
phat hién ra nitrate, nhuwng néu day la tir dan thi bon anh ciling sé phai phat
hién ra cac hat nho da chay, dung moi lam sach, dau m@, cordite, thiy ngan
fulminate. Khong thay bat cit thi gi nhw vay.”

“DPiéu dy chi c6 nghia 1a han khong st dung sing trong thoi gian gan
day.”

“Phai.”

Sachs cup may.

Quan sat sung quanh mot cach than trong, dau 6c cang thang, ho di thém
vai dam nita, xung quanh khong khi day mui nhya théng. Nhw bi ru nga béi
cai néng va tiéng con trung vo ve, ho van di trén 16i mon ma Garrett va
Lydia di lac trwdc, tuy dau chan hai ngwoi chang con ro rang nita. Sachs
ban khoan tu hoi liéu c6 phai ho da bo qua...

“Dirng lai!”, Lucy Kerr kéu 1én. C6 khuyu goi xuéng. Ned va Jesse ditng
sttng. Chi trong tich tac Sachs da rat khau sting luc ra. R6i ¢6 nhin thiy cai
ma Lucy dang nhin — 4nh mau bac ctia mot sgi day chang ngang dwong.

“Troi dat”, Ned nd6i. “Lam sao chi nhin thdy dugc? N6 hoan toan trong
suot”
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Lucy khong trd 10i. Co6 bo ra 1é 16i mon, bam theo sgi day. Khé khang
gat cac bui cay. Nhitng chiéc 14 néng bong, kho khoc kéu sot soat khi bi
nhac lén lan luot.

“Mubn t6i goi doi thao bom tir Elizabeth City dén khong?”, Jesse hoi.

“Xuyt”, Lucy yéu cau.

DPoi ban tay than trong ctia nguwdi nit canh sat moi lan chi dich chuyén
nhitng chiéc 14 di mot milimét.

Sachs nin thd. Trong mot vu an mai day, co da la nan nhan ctia mot qua
bom sat thwong. Co bi thwong khong nang, tuy nhién c6 nhé rang chi mot
tich tac thoi, tiéng n6 kinh hoang, sttc néng, séng ap suat, cic manh vo, tat
ca trum kin 1én c6. C6 khong mudn trdi qua diéu d6 mot lan nita. Co ciing
biét nhiéu qua bom 6ng tw tao dugc nhéi cac vat hinh tron — déi khi 1a cac
dong mudoi xu hodc mot xu — ching sé trd thanh nhitng manh dan gay chét
nguwoi. Liéu Garrett c6 lam nhw vay khong? C6 nhd tdm anh chup ga: doi
mat triing sau, t6i 10 md. C6 nhé nhitng chiéc lo dwng con trung. Nho cai
chét cua c6 gai & Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den — bi ong dét chét. Nhd Ed
Schaeffer dang hon mé vi noc ong bap cay. Phai, c6 di dén két luan, Garrett
dit khoat sé dat nhitng cai bay ac doc nhat ma ga c6 thé nghi ra dugc.

Sachs sg hai lui lai khi Lucy gat chiéc 14 cudi cung khéi dong 1.

Nguoi nit canh sat thé mot hoi dai, ng6i bét xuong dat. “Mot con nhén”,
c6 1am bam.

Sachs cling da trong thay. Chang phai la day cau, do chi la mot doan to
nhén dai.

Ho dirng day.

“Nhén”, Ned vtra n6i vira cuoi to. Jesse cling cudi tim tim.

Nhung giong ho khéng co6 gi 1a hai hudc cad va Sachs dé y thay, khi ho
lai bat dau di xu6i theo 16i mon, moéi nguwdi déu than trong nhac chan budc
qua sgi to nhén ong anh.

SRk

Lincoln Rhyme, ngéd dau ra dang sau, mat nheo nheo nhin tdm bang.

TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP — PHONG RIENG CUA
GARRETT
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Xa chon hoi

L4 thong bi cat roi khoi canh

Cac btc vé con trung

Anh chup Mary Beth

Anh chup gia dinh

Cac sach veé con trung

Day cau

Tién

Chia khoa chwa xac dinh

Dau hoa

Ammonia

Nitrate

Camphene

Anh thd dai buyc boi. Cam thdy bat lwc hoan toan. B6i v6i anh, cac
chitng ct chwra thé thao go dugc.

Anh mét anh tap trung vao: Cac sach vé con triing.

ROi anh liéc nhin Ben. “Vay. Cau la sinh vién, phai khong?”

“Thua ong, vang.”

“To6i doan la cau doc nhiéu.”

“Pdy la téi danh phan 16n thoi gian ctia minh dé lam - néu khéng ra
ngoai thuyc nghiém.”

Rhyme nhin cham cham gdy mdy cudn sich ma Amelia dd dem tw
phong riéng ctia Garrett vé. Anh tram ngdm. “Céc cudn sach dugc wa thich
clia mot nguwdi néi 1én nhitng didu gi vé ngudi nay? Y t6i 13, ngoai cai diéu
hién nhién — rang ngwoi nay quan tam dén chu dé nam trong cac cudn sach
do.”

“Nghia la thé nao a?”

“Cha, néu mot nguoi doc chu yéu cac sach day cach hoan thién ban than,
né cho biét diéu gi d6 vé nguwdi nay. Néu anh ta doc chu yéu la tiéu thuyét,
né cho biét diéu gi d6 khac. Nhitng cu6én sach cia Garrett toan la sach
hwéng dan, chang phai sach van hoc. Cau c6 suy luan gi?”
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“To6i khong biét, thwa 6ng”. Anh chang to 16n li€éc nhin chan Rhyme mot
cai — duwong nhu chi la vo tinh — r6i chuyén sy chid y sang bang ching ci.
Anh ta 1am bam: “T6i chang thé suy dién gi vé con ngwoi. Toi thay hiéu
dong vat don gidan hon nhiéu. Chiing mang tinh xa héi hon, cé thé dy doan
dé dang hon, nhat quan hon so véi con ngwoi. Ching ciing thong minh hon
han”. R6i anh ta nhan ra minh dang déng dai, do birng mat va ngirng noi.

Rhyme lai liéc nhin cac cudn sach. “Thom, cau mang cho t6i thiét bi 14t
trang dugc khong?” Gan véi mot bo kiém soat moi truong cho phép Rhyme
diéu khién bang ngén tay duy nhat con hoat dong duwgc, thiét bi nay st dung
phan &ng cao su dé 1at trang. “Né & trong xe ha?”

“T6i nghi thé.”

“Toi hy vong cau da dong goi no. Toi da bao cau dong goi no.”

“T6i noi la toi nghi n6é & trong xe ma”, anh chang phu ta néi giong déu
déu. “Toi sé di xem nd c6 & trong xe khong”. Anh ta roi khoi can phong.

Ching ciing thng minh hon han...

Mot lat sau, Thom quay lai mang theo thiét bi 14t trang.

“Ben”, Rhyme goi. “Cudn sach & trén cung ay?”

“Kia a?” Anh chang to 16n héi, nhin cham cham vao cuén sach. Bo6 la
cuon Hwdng dan thue dia vé con trung khu vire Bac Carolina.

“Cho 1én khung di”, Rhyme sot rudt no6i. “Cau lam on.”

Anh chang phu ta huéng dan Ben cach dat cudn sach, réi cam thém mat
loat day dién vao bd kiém soat méi trwong nam phia dwéi ban tay trai
Rhyme.

Anh doc trang dau tién, khong phat hién dugc diéu gi hitu ich. Tiép theo,
dau 6c anh ra lIénh cho ngén deo nhan ctia anh ctt dong. Mot xung lyc
phong tir ndo, truyén xudng qua mot sgi truc bé ti con ton tai trong tay
song, vigt qua ca triéu ba con da chét cia nd, chay vun vut doc canh tay
Rhyme, di vao ban tay anh.

Ngon tay anh duwa sang bén.

T&i lwot ngon tay cua phan ng dua sang bén. Trang dau tién dugc lat.
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CHUONG MUGI MOT

Ho theo 16i mon di xuyén qua khu rirng, xung quanh toan mui dau théng va
hwong thom ngot ciia mot trong nhitng th* cay cé6 ma ho quét phai. Lucy
Kerr nhan ra dé la hwong thom cia mot loai day nho.

Mat cham chu soi 16i mon trai trieéc mat, trong chirng day bay, c6 bong
dung dé y rang da mot Idc lau réi ho chang cé nhin thay bat c dau chan
nao caa Garrett va Lydia. C6 dap 1én c6, twdng do la mét con bo dang bo,
nhung héa ra dé la mot dong mo hoi dang chdy xudng gdy cam giac nhot
nhot. Hom nay, Lucy thay that ban thiu. Nhitng ldc khac — budi téi hoac
ngay nghi - c6 mé dugc & ngoai trdi, trong vueon nha minh. Ci¢ vé dén nha
sau ca lam viéc tai Van phong Canh sét tridng, co lai mac chi€c quan sobc
ké ca r6 da bac va ao phong, x6 doi giay chay mau xanh linh thay, ra cham
bam mét trong ba manh vieon vay xung quanh ngoi nha kiéu thudc dia quét
voi mau xanh 1a cay nhat ma Bud ham hé ky chia cho c6 khi lam thu tuc ly
di, v6i tam trang cua ké c6 16i. Lucy san soc cac luong hoa tim cya dai, lan
nit hai mau vang twoi, dia lan, loa kén mau da cam. Co x6i dat, bac cho cay
leo lén gian mat cdo, twdi nwdc va thi tham dong vién y nhw c6 dang néi véi
nhitng dita con ma c6 ting chac chan rang c6 va Buddy sé c6 cung nhau
mot ngay nao day.

Thi thodng, nhiém vu dwa c6 vao vung noi dia caa Carolina, thitc hién
mot 1énh bat hodc diéu tra xem tai sao chi€c Honda hay Toyota dugc gidu
trong ga ra ctia mot nguwoi nao doé tinh co lai thudc quyén sé hitu ciia mot
nguoi khac, Lucy dé y thdy mot cai cay non va khi da gidi quyét xong cong
viéc, c6 sé danh né dwa vé nha nhw dwa vé mot dia tré bi bé roi vay. Theo
cach nay, co da dwa vé mot khom ngoc tric. Ca mot khém phuc linh. Va bui
trinh nir dé thiwong duwdi ban tay san séc ctia ¢6 da cao sau feet.
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Anh mét Lucy bay gid chi nhin lwét nhitng cay cé cd dang di ngang qua
trong cudc truy dudi cang thang: mot cdy com chdy, mot cay nhwa ruoi,
nhitng khom lau. Ho di ngang qua mot cay anh thao that dep, r6i dam co
nén va lda dai — chiing cao hon bét ct¥ ai trong doi tim kiém, c6 1a sac nhw
lwgi dao. Va day la mot cay thudc ho huyén sam, loai thao dugc song ky
sinh, ma Lucy Kerr ciing biét vGi cai tén khac nita: c6 chéi. C6 liéc nhin no
mot cai, r6i lai quan sat 16i mon.

L6i mon dan t6i mot qua doi doc ditng — mot qua doi toan da tang cao
chirng hai muoi feet. Lucy leo 1én dé dang, nhung dén dinh doi thi c6 dirng
budc, suy nghi. Khong, c6 céi gi dé khong 6n & day.

Bén canh ¢6, Amelia Sachs ciling da leo 1én dén dinh d6i va ditng dogi.
Mot 14t sau, Jesse va Ned xuat hién. Jesse thé doc, con doi véi Ned, mot tay
boi 16i va thwong xuyén van dong ngoai troi, thi cudc viét da vira roi chang
mui mé gi.

“Sao thé?” Amelia thdy Lucy cau may, héi.

“Kha nang nay khong hop ly. Garrett khong co 1€ lai di dwong nay.”

“Chung ta da theo 16i mon kia, nhu 6ng Rhyme huwéng dan”, Jesse noi.
“Do 1a rang thong duy nhat ching ta di qua. Dau chan ctia Garrett dan dén
duong nay ma.”

“Cac dau chan da dan dén phia nay. Nhung mdt lic 1au roi ching ta
chadng con nhin thdy gi nita.”

“Sao chi nght han khong di dwong nay?” Amelia hoi.

“Hay nhin cay cé moc ¢ day”, Lucy chi tay. “Moi lic mot nhiéu céc loai
thue vat vung dam lay hon. Va bay gio ditng trén cao nay, ching ta c6 thé
nhin bao quat hon — hdy xem dat dai da trd nén lay 16i nhw thé nao. Nao,
hay suy nghi di, Jesse. Theo 16i nay thi sé tom dwgc Garrett & dau? Chung
ta dang tién thang dén dam lay Sau Tham.”

“Cai gi?”, Amelia héi Lucy. “Dam lay Sau Tham a?”

“M6t dam lay ménh mong, mot trong nhitng dam lay 16n nhat bo bién
mién Dong”, Ned giai thich.

Lucy tiép tuc: “Khdéng c6 gi che chan & do, khong nha cita, duwong sa.
Céach tot nhat ma han c6 thé lam la 16i sang Virginia, nhung nhw thé thi mat
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hang ngay troi.”

Ned Spoto b6 sung thém: “Va vao thoi gian nay ctia nam, thu6éc chong
con trung khong duwgc san xuat da dé ngwoi ta tranh bi bon ching an goi.
Chuwra ké ran rét.”

“Cé cho nao xung quanh day ho c6 thé an nap khong? Hang dong? Nha
ctra?” Sachs nhin xung quanh.

Ned néi: “Khong hang dong. Co 1€ cling c6 vai ngdi nha cli. Nhung thue
té 1a myc nwdc ngam da thay doi. BDam lay ngay cang tién vé phia nay va
nhiéu ngo6i nha cli bi ngdp roéi. Lucy ding ddy. Néu Garrett di dwong nay
cling c6 nghia la han dang di vao ngo cut.”

Lucy noi: “T6i nghi chung ta phéi quay lai.”

Co twdng Amelia sé xi mot tiéng trudc goi y nay, nhitng c6 gai ay don
gian la rut dién thoai di dong ra goi. Co noi vao dién thoai: “Bon em dang &
trong rirng thong, Rhyme. C6 mot 16i mon nhung bon em chang thé tim
thay bat cit dau hién nao cho thdy Garrett da di theo 16i mon nay. Lucy nhan
dinh rang viéc han da di theo 16i mon nay khong hgp ly. C6 ay bao vé phia
dong bac chi chu yéu la dam lay. Chang c6 cho nao cho han di ca.”

Lucy lén tiéng: “T6i nghi han di vé phia tdy. Hodc phia nam, quay lai
bén kia song.”

“Theo 16i dé han co6 thé tdi Millerton”, Jesse goi y.

Lucy gat dau. “Mot s6 nha may xung quanh d6 da déng cia khi cac
cong ty chuyén viéc kinh doanh sang Mexico. Cac ngan hang tich thu rat
nhiéu bat dong san thé chap. C6 hang chuc toa nha bé hoang cho han an
nap.”

“Hodc phia dong nam”, Jesse lai goi y. “Néu la toi, toi sé di theo hudng
d6 — theo dwong 112 hay theo tuyén duwong sat. “Veé phia dy cling cé hang 16
nha ctta va chuong trai cii.”

Amelia nhac lai nhitng 10i nay cho Rhyme.

Trong lic dy, Lucy Kerr ty nha tham: Anh ta 1a mot con nguwdi méi la
lung lam sao, bi tan tat rat ndng ma van rat tu tin.

N canh sat dén tit New York lang nghe r6i cip mdy. “Lincoln bao c&
tiép tuc di. Cac chitng c¢ khong cho thay han di theo nhitng hwéng kia.”
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“Khong phai la khong c6 bat cit cay thong nao vé phia tdy va phia nam
sao”, Lucy néi gay gat.

Nhung c6 géi téc do lac dau. “Diéu do nghe cé thé hgp ly, tuy nhién
khong phai la diéu ma cac chitng c chi ra. Ching ta tiép tuc di.”

Ned va Jesse nhin hai ngudi phu nit, hét nguwdi nay lai sang ngudi kia.
Lucy li€c qua bd mat Jesse va doc duwgce su si mé ky cuc, hién nhién anh ta
sé chang ung ho c6. Co cing ran bao vé y kién ctia minh: “Khong. T6i nghi
ching ta nén quay lai, thit xem chiing ta c6 thé tim thay cho ho da ré khoi
16i mon khéng.”

Amelia cti dau, dam dam nhin thang vao mat Lucy. “T6i bdo chi diéu
nay... Ching ta c6 thé goi cho Jim Bell néu chi muén.”

Mot 16i nhac nhé vé viéc Jim da tuyén bo rang cai tay Rhyme chét tiét
ay sé chiu trach nhiém tién hanh diéu tra va rang anh ta cit Amelia chi huy
doi tim kiém. That dién r6 - mot nguwoi dan 6ng va mot nguwdi phu nit c6 1€
tlr tredc t6i nay chwa bao gio & Bac Carolina, hai ké khong biét gi vé cuw
dan, dac diém dia ly khu vuc nay lai di bao nhitng nguwdi da song & day ca
doi phai 1am cong viéc caa ho nhu thé nao.

Tuy nhién Lucy Kerr biét rang minh da ky hgp dong lam mot cong viéc
ma, cling giong trong quan doi, nguwdi ta von van tuan tha ménh l1énh tir trén
xuong dudi. “Pugc r6i”, c6 tic toi lam bam. “Nhung xin nhé cho la toi
phan doi viéc di vé huéng dy. N6 khong c6 nghia gi ca”. Co quay nguoi,
ti€p tuc budc di theo 16i mon, bé nhitng thanh vién khac cta doi lai dang
sau. Tiéng buwdc chan cta c6 dot ngot bién mat khi ¢6 giam 1én mot 16p 1a
thong day pha trén 16i mon.

Dién thoai cia Amelia d6 chudng va c6 di cham lai trong ltic nhan cudc
goi.

Lucy sai bwdc voi va trén 16p 14 thong day, c6 gang kiém ché noi tirc
gian. Garrett Hanlon khong doi nao lai di dwong nay. That lang phi thoi
gian. Ho nén dan theo ché nghiép vu. Ho nén goi cho Elizabeth City va xin
may bay truc thang cta canh sat bang. Ho nén...

R6i moi thit xung quanh tré nén m& do va Lucy nga 1on nhao vé phia
tredc, thét 1én mot tiéng ngan — hai ban tay vieon ra chéng xudng dat. “Lay
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Chua!”

Lucy nga danh huych, dau tac théd, 1a thong dam vao long ban tay.

“Pirng di chuyén”, Amelia néi, ditng day sau khi kéo Lucy ngoi day.

“Nhuw thé 1a cai quai quy gi?”, Lucy hon hén, hai ban tay dau nhoi nhéi
vl cu suot trén nén dat.

“Pirng di chuyén! Ca Ned va Jesse nita.”

Ned va Jesse dirng sitng, ban tay ddt vao sing, nhin xung quanh, khong
rd chuyén gi dang dién ra.

Amelia cau may, than trong buwdc khéi 16p 14 thong, tim thay mot cai que
dai gitta ddm cay c6i, nhat 1én. Co tit tiv di chuyén vé phia truwdc, choc céi
que xudng nén dat.

Cach Lucy chirng hai feet, noi c6 sap stta giam 1én, cai que mat hit vao
mot dong canh thong. “D6 la mot cai bay.”

“Nhung khong c6 day bay”, Lucy néi. “T6i van quan sat ma”

Amelia than trong nhdc nhitng canh thong va 1a thong ra. Ching dugc
dat trén nhitng doan day cau dan nhang nhit, che mot cai ho sau khoang hai
feet.

“Day cau khong phai la day bay”, Ned néi. “Day cau chi dé che cai kia —
mot cai bay sap. Lucy, suyt nita thi chi sa xuéng do.”

“Con bén trong? C6 bom khong?” Jesse hoi.

Amelia bao anh ta: “Cho t6i mugn dén pin cua anh”. Anh ta dwa den pin
cho c6. Co chiéu den xudng cai hd, réi nhanh chong lui lai.

“Gi thé?”, Lucy hoi

“Khong c6 bom”, Amelia tréd 16i. “T6 ong bap cay.”

Ned nhin xuéng. “Lay Chuia, mot thang that doc ac...”

Amelia than trong nhic not cac canh thong ra, 10 cai ho va t6 ong bap
cay, kich thwdc cd qua bong chay.

“Troi dat”, Ned 1am bam, nham mat lai, chac chan dang rung minh hinh
dung canh bi hang tram con ong bap cay bu xung quanh dui va that lung.

Lucy xo0a hai ban tay vao nhau — chung dau nhtrc sau ca nga. Co ding
day. “Lam sao c6 biét?”
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“To6i khong biét. Ma la Lincoln goi dién. Anh dy dang doc qua cac cudn
sach cia Garrett. C6 mdt doan dwgc gach chan viét vé mot loai con trung
goi la kién su tir. Ching dao nhitng céi ho va khi ké thu roi xuéng ho thi dot
chét. Garrett da khoanh tron doan nay, mau muc cho thdy mdi vai ngay
trwde thoi. Rhyme lién hé vai cho 14 thong bi cat roi khéi canh va cudn day
cau. Anh ay nghi han c6 thé bo tri mot cai bay sap va bao téi dé phong
nhitng dam canh thong trén duwong.”

“Chung ta hay dot cai to ong di”, Jesse noi.

“Khong”, Amelia tra 10i.

“Nhung dé do thi nguy hiém.”

Lucy dong y vGi ngudi nit dong nghiép. “Lira sé lam 10 vi tri cia ching
ta va Garrett sé biét chiing ta dang & cho nao. Hay citr dé céi t6 ong day,
dirng che phu dé nguoi ta cé thé nhin thay n6. Chiing ta sé quay lai x Iy né
sau. Du sao ciing chwa chac da c6 ai di qua day.”

Amelia gat dau. Co goi dién. “Bon em phat hién ra n6 roi, Rhyme. Tat
cad déu an toan. Khéng c6 bom — han dat bén trong mot t6 ong bap cay...
Bugc. Bon em sé can than.... Hay tiép tuc doc cudn sach d6. Hay cho bon
em biét anh c6 tim thdy thém diéu gi nita khong.”

Ho lai bat dau xu6i theo 16i mon va sau khi di thém mot phan tw dam
yén on thi Lucy khong thé khong n6i ra nhitng 10i nay. “Cam on. Co va anh
dy da dung vé chuyén han di theo 16i nay. T6i da sai”. Co ludng ly hoi lau
nita, roi thém:. “Jim da Iwa chon chinh x4c — m@i cac vi tit New York xudng
day dé giai quyét vu an. Ban dau t6i khong thuc sy hao hitng, tuy nhién t6i
sé khong phu nhan két qua.”

Amelia cau may. “Mdi ching t6i xuéng day? Y chi la gi vay?”

“Pé giup do.”

“Jim khong lam viéc d6.”

“Cai gi?”, Lucy hoi.

“Khong, khong, chiing t6i tGi trung tam y khoa & Avery. Lincoln chuan
bi lam phau thuat. Jim nghe néi ching t6i sé c6 mat tai day nén sang hom
nay anh dy da dé nghi ching t6i xem xét ho mdt s6 chirng c.”
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Im lang hoi 1au. Ro6i Lucy cudi to vi cdm thdy hoan toan nhe nhém. “To6i
twédng anh dy xody tién ctia quan dé cac vi bay xuéng day sau vu bat coc
xay ra ngay hom qua.”

Amelia lac dau. “Ngay kia mdi tién hanh phau thuat. Ching t6i c6 mot
chut thoi gian roi. Thé thoi.”

“Anh chang d6 — Jim. Anh ta chang hé néi mot 10i vé viéc nay. Doi khi
anh ta c6 thé 1a mot ngudi rat kin dao.”

“Chi da lo lang rang anh ay khong tin chi sé gidi quyét dwgc vu an?”

“T6i nghi ddy chinh x4c la tdm trang cta t6i.”

“Anh ho Jim lam viéc cung chiing t6i & New York. Anh dy néi v4i Jim
rang ching t6i sé xuéng day vai tuan.”

“Khoan da, y c6 la Ronald?”, Lucy héi. “Tat nhién roi, t6i biét anh ay.
Biét ca vg anh ay nita, tredc khi chi ay qua doi. Hai dita con trai ctia anh ay
that dang yeu.”

“Ho m&i t6i cho chiing t6i dé du bita tiéc thit nwéng ngoai troi”, Amelia
noi.

Lucy lai cudi to. “T6i cho la t6i dang mac ching hoang twdng...Vay,
cac vi t0i Avery a? Trung tam y khoa a?”

“Vang.”

“DPé6 la noi Lydia Johansson lam viéc. Co biét ddy, co dy la y ta & do.”

“Toi khong biét.”

Hang ta nhitng ky niém luwét qua tam tri Lucy. Cé nhitng ky niém khién
c6 boi hoi xic dong. C6 nhitng ky niém khién ¢6 mudn chay trén nhu chay
tron dan ong bap cay ma co suyt nita dd sa xudng trong cai bay sap cua
Garrett. Co khong biét liéu minh c6 mudn ké cho Amelia Sachs nghe bt ctt
ky niém nao hay khong. Cudi cung, c6 noéi: “Pé la ly do tai sao toi hang hai
di cttu c6 ay. Cach day may nam toi phai diéu tri & bénh vién va Lydia la
mot trong sO cac y td cham soc téi. Co ay la mot ngwoi tot. Tot nhat trén doi
nay.”

“Chuing ta sé citu cd ay”, Amelia néi, va c6 néi bang am sac ma Lucy
doi khi — khong thuong xuyén, nhuwng doi khi — nghe thay trong chinh giong
néi ctia minh. Mot am sac khong boc 16 chit nghi ngo gi.
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Luc nay, ho di tir tit hon. Cai bay sap khién tat ca ho hoang sg. Va céi
néng thi thye sy khién ho kho sgé.

Lucy héi Amelia: “Thé cudc phau thuat sap sira tién hanh véi ban c6?
Dé gidi quyét... tinh trang cta anh dy a?”

“Vang”

“Sao trong co lo lang thé?”, Lucy hoi, dé y thady mot béng den thoang
qua mat nguoi con gai kia.

“N6 6 thé chang cé ich gi.”

“Vay tai sao anh dy lai dinh phau thuat?”

Amelia giai thich: “Ciing c6 co hdi cai thién dwgc tinh hinh. Co hoi rat
mong manh. N6 mang tinh thi nghiém ma. Chwa c6 ai bi chan thuwong nhw
anh dy — titc 1a bi nang nhw anh dy — ma kha hon dwgc.”

“Va c6 khong mudn anh dy lam phau thuat?”

“To6i khong mudn.”

“Tai sao khong?”

Amelia ngdp ngiing. “Vi no6 c6 thé giét chét anh ay. Hodc khién anh ay
bi nang them.”

“Co0 da trao doi vdi anh ay vé viéc nay?”

“Vang.”

“Nhung chang tac dung gi”, Lucy noi.

“Chang tac dung gi.”

Lucy gat dau. “T6i cho rang anh ay cling thudc loai buéng binh.”

Amelia dap 16i: “N6i nhw thé van con nhe day.”

Co tiéng sot soat & gan, trong bui cay, va téi lic Lucy dat dugce tay vao
khau sting luc thi Amelia da nham ban tring *c mot con ga tay hoang. Bon
thanh vién ctia doi tim kiém mim cuwdi, nhung s thich thd chi xuat hién
trong khoanh khac, r6i n6é dwgc thay thé béi noi hoi hop vi mau ho tir tir
ngam chat adrenaline.

Cat sung vao bao, cham chd quan sat 16i mon, ho tiép tuc tién vé phia
trwdc, tam thoi gitt im lang.

Ngudi ta c6 mot so6 cach biéu hién khac nhau trwdc tinh trang cua
Rhyme.
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Co nguoi thi bong lon, mot cdch bao méom bao miéng. Pua gion nhitng
ké tan tat, cling chang ai bi bé tu ca.

Co nguoi, giong nhue Henry Davett, lai hoan toan phét 10 tinh trang cua
anh.

Phan 16n thi cw x* theo cdch ma Ben dang lam — c6 gang gia vo rang
Rhyme khong ton tai va cau nguyén cho minh dwgc thoat khoi noi nay cang
sGm cang tot.

Pay la kiéu phan (tng ma Rhyme cam ghét nhat — né la sy ggi nhac trang
tron nhat vé viéc anh khac v6i moi nguwdi biét bao. Nhwng anh chang c6
thoi gian ban tam dén thai d6 cia anh chang trg 1y bat dac di. Garrett dang
dwa Lydia tién sdu hon vao rtng. Con Mary Beth McConnell thi cé thé
dang chét ngat hodc chét khat hodc bi mét vét thuwong giét dan chét mon.

Jim Bell buéc vao can phong. “Co 1€ 1a c6 tin titc tot tir bénh vién. Ed
Schaeffer da néi gi d6 v&i mot trong s6 cac y ta. R6i lai bat tinh ngay.
Nhung t6i thay dau hiéu nay kha quan day.”

“Ong 4y da noi gi?”, Rhyme hoi. “Diéu 6ng dy phét hién dwoc trén tim
ban do a?”

“CO y ta bado nghe nhu la tit quan trong. R6i tir 0 liu”, Bell buwdc t6i
trvdc tam ban d6. Anh ta ddt tay vao mot 6 vé phia dong nam Tanner’s
Corner. “Co mot khu dan cv ¢ day. Nguoi ta dat tén cac con dwong theo tén
cdy c6, hoa trai va dai loai vay. Trong d6 c6 phé O liu. Nhung day 1a 16i di
vé phia nam lach Pa. Liéu t6i c6 nén bdo Lucy va Amelia thit kiém tra
khong? To6i cho rang ching ta nén bao ho.”

A, su xung dot muon thud day, Rhyme nghi: tin twdng tang chirtng hay
tin twdng nhan chitng? Néu anh lwa chon nham, Lydia hodac Mary Beth c6
thé sé chét. “Ho nén tiép tuc huwéng dang di, vé phia bac con song.”

“Anh chac chan chit?” Bell nghi ngo haéi.

“Chac chan.”

“Puogc roi”, Bell noi.

Dién thoai d6 chuéng va véi mét dong tac an phim ditt khoat bang ngén
tay deo nhan bén trai, Rhyme nhan cudc goi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Giong Sachs lao xao trong b0 tai nghe ctia anh. “Bon em dang gap bé
tac, Rhyme. Bén day cé bon, nam 16i mon di theo cac hwéng khac nhau, ma
bon em thi khong c6 manh méi nao cho thdy huwéng Garrett da di.”

“Anh chwa cé thong tin gi thém cho em, Sachs a. Bon anh dang c6 gang
xac dinh thém cac ching c.”

“Khong c6 gi thém tit may cuén sach a?”

“Khong c6 gi cu thé. Nhung cé diéu nay rat thd vi - ching la nhitng
cudn sach kha nghiém tic doéi véi mot thiéu nién mudi sdu tudi. Han thong
minh hon anh twéng. Chinh xac em dang & dau, Sachs?” Rhyme ngang nhin
lén. “Ben! Lam on dén tredc tam ban do ho toi cai.”

Anh ta di chuyén than hinh khong 16 cia minh vé phia bitc twong treo
tam ban do va dirng bén canh.

Sachs héi mot nguwdi nao dé trong doi tim kiém. Roi no6i: “Chirng bon
dam vé phia dong bac vi tri bon em 16i qua lach P4, gan nhu theo duwong
thang.”

Rhyme nhéc lai cho Ben, dé anh ta chi tay 1én tdm ban do. O J-7.

Gan ngon tré to twéng cia Ben la mot khu viee hinh chit L khéng dugc
xac dinh. “Ben, cau biét khu vuc do 1a gi chii?”

“T6i nghi no 1a cai mé da ci.”

“Qi, lay Chta”, Rhyme 1dm bam, buc boi 1ic dau.

“Sao a?”, Ben hoi, lo lang rang minh vira lam sai diéu gi.

“Quai quy thé nao ma chang ai néi vdi toi la & gan dé c6 mot mo da?”

Khuon mat tron cua Ben tham chi sung 1én hon ca lic trwée. Anh ta coi
su budc tdi kia nham vao riéng minh. “T6i thye s khong...”

Nhuwng Rhyme tham chi chang buon lang nghe. Anh chang trach méc ai
ngoai chinh ban than anh ta. Pa c6 nguwdi ndi véi anh vé mé da — Henry
Davett, khi 6ng ta bao rang da voi tirng la ngudn 1gi 16n ¢ khu vuc nay. Liéu
con c6 cach nao khac dé cac cong ty san xuat da voi thwong pham? Rhyme
dang 1€ phai hoi tham ngay vé mot mo da sau khi dugce cho biét nhw vay. Va
nitrate chang phai la tir nhitng qua bom 6ng ma la ti* nhitng vu ndé min pha
da — cac chat lang loai nay von van ton tai qua hang thap ky.
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Anh néi vao dién thoai: “Cé mot mo da cii cach cho em khong xa. Vé
phia tay nam.”

Cudc dién thoai tam thoi bi ngat quang. Bén ngoai loang thoang nhitng
cau trao doi. R6i Amelia néi: “Jesse biét mé da nay.”

“Garrett da ¢ d6. Anh khong biét liéu han c6 con & d6 hay khong. Vi thé
hdy can than. Va nhd la han chac khéng dat bom nhwng sé bo tri bay. Phat
hién dugc diéu gi thi goi cho anh.”

Bay giod, khi Lydia da thoat khoi Khong gian Bén ngoai va cam thay kha
hon vi khong con bi néng nuc, kiét sitc nhw Iic triede, ¢6 nhan ra rang co
phai duwong dau v6i Khong gian Bén trong. Va khong gian ay cling dang
chitng t6 la dang sg chang kém.

Ké bat gitt c6 di tdi di lui mdt lic, nhin qua ctra s6, r6i ngdi xdm xudng,
bling moéng tay va lam bam mot minh, ngam nghia than hinh co, r6i lai di
tGi di lui. C6 mot 1an, Garrett liéc nhin xuéng san va nhat 1én cai gi do6. Han
dut tot né vao mom, nhai ngau nghién. Co6 tu hoéi liéu do6 cé phai 1a mot con
con trung khong va y nghi nay suyt khién c6 phat non.

Can phong ho dang & xem chirng tredc day la van phong cta coi xay. Tw
day, Lydia nhin qua dugc day hanh lang, mot phan da bi chay trong vu hda
hoan, thdy mot loat phong khac — chac la cac phong chira ngii coc va xay
x4t. Anh ning buéi chiéu ryc 1& tran qua nhitng bitc twdng va tran hanh
lang da chay rui.

Mot cai gi d6 mau vang da cam dap vao mat c6. C6 nheo mat va trong
thay cac tdi Doritos!23l, Ca khoai tay chién Cape Cod nita. Nhitng phong
banh bo lac nhan hiéu Reese. Thém nhitng goi bich quy pho mat véi bo lac
nhan hiéu Planters ma Garrett da an @ moé da. S6 da va nwdc tinh khiét nhan
hiéu Deer Park. Co6 khong trong thay nhitng thit nay khi ho vira vao coi xay.

Tai sao lai c6 tat ca nhitng th thitc an nay? Ho sé & day bao lau? Garrett
bao chi dém nay tho6i nhung bang ay thitc an da cho cd mét thang. Ga dinh
gitr cd ¢ day lau hon dv dinh ga noi véi co chang?

Lydia hoi: “Mary Beth 6n chit? Cau chwa lam gi c6 ay chi?”
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“Q, phai, nhw thé 1 tao sé lam gi c6 4y”. Garrett mia mai néi. “Tao
khong nghi thé dau”. Lydia quay di, cham chd nhin nhitng tia nang xuyén
qua phan twong con lai ctia day hanh lang. Bén kia twdng, vong mot tiéng
kéu cot két — cai thét cdi quay, cod ty nhu tham vay.

Garrett tiép tuc: “Ly do duy nhat khién tao dwa c6 dy di 1a dé chac chan
rang c6 ay dugc on théda. Co6 dy mudn thoat khdi Tanner’s Corner. C6 ay
thich ra bai bién. Y tao 13, d.me, ai lai khong thich chi? O’ d6 dé chiu hon &
cai thi trdn Tanner’s Corner ban twdi nay”. Ga bing mong tay nhanh hon va
manh hon. Ga bi boi r6i va cang thang. Hai ban tay to twéng ctia ga xé toac
mot tdi khoai tay chién. Ga cho may voc vao mém, nhai nhom nhoam, cac
mau vun roi 14 td. Ga uéng mot hoi hét lon Coca Cola. Lai an khoai tay
chién.

“Cho nay bi chay hai nam trwdc”, Garrett néi. “Tao chang biét ai gay ra.
May thich cai am thanh do khong? Cai banh xe nwdc ha? No kha thu vi. Cai
banh xe quay, quay. N6 goi cho tao nhé téi bai hat nay, cha tao titng suot
ngay hat quanh nha. Banh xe to twéng quay mai, quay mai...” Ga béc thém
khoai tdy chién tong vao mom va bat dau no6i. Trong khodnh khac, Lydia
khong thé hidu néi gi. Ga nuét. “... O day rat nhieu. May ngdi ddy vao ban
dém, lang nghe tiéng 1 ve sau va énh wong. Néu tao di tudt ra bién — giong
nhw tao dang di day — bao gio tao cling chon ché nay lam ché nghi ban
dém. Ban dém, may sé thdy thich”. Ga ngirng néi va dot ngot vuon veé phia
cd. Sg hai tdi mitc khong dam nhin tryc dién gd, c6 cup mat xuéng nhung
van cam nhan duwgc ga dang cham chd quan sat minh. Ro6i, chi mat mot
gidy, ga bat day va khom ngudi xuéng sat bén canh co.

Lydia nhan mat khi bi mui co thé Garrett pha vao mii. C6 chd dgi hai
ban tay ga sO soang trén nguc, gitra hai dui co.

Nhung ga chang mang dén co, c6 vé thé. Garrett dich mét tdng da sang
bén canh va nhéc céi gi doé tr phia duéi ra.

“Con nhiéu chan”, Garrett mim cwoi. Con vat dai, mau vang xanh va
nhin n6 Lydia thdy kinh tom.

“Bon nay rat dang yéu. Tao thich ching”. Garrett dé né bo trén mu ban
tay va coO tay. “Chung chang phdi con trung dau”, ga giang gidi. “Chung
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giong nhu nhitng nguwdi anh em. Chiing nguy hiém khi may c6 gang lam hai
ching. Chiing can dau v6 cung. Nhitng nguwdi Anh diéng ¢ xung quanh day
ti'ng nghién chiing ra va tdm chat doc cta ching vao dau mdi tén. Khi mot
con nhiéu chan hoang sg, né phun chat doc, roi chay tron. Mot con san moi
bo qua cho khi d6 va nghéo. Puing la doi song hoang da, phai khong?”

Garrett trd nén im 1ang, cham chd ngam nghia con nhiéu chén, theo cai
cach ma ban than Lydia v6n van ngam nghia nhitng dita chau — vdi sy quy
meén, thich thd, gan nhu 1a tinh yéu.

Lydia cam thay noi khiép s¢ dang 1én trong c6. C6 biét rang c6 phai giit
binh tinh, biét rang c6 khong nén lam trdi y Garrett, ma phdi gid vo tan
thuwong ga. Nhung nhin cai con bo kinh tdm kia bo trén canh tay ga, nghe
tiéng ga buing mong tay, nhin da dé ga day mun, nhin cdp mat wét nhoen, do
quach cta ga, nhitng vét thitc an trén cam ga, co run ray vi khiép sg.

Khi néi kinh tém va khiép sg soi suc trong ngudi, Lydia twdng nhw nghe
thdy mét giong néi mo ho, thic giuc. “Phai, phdi, phai!”. Mot giong néi chi
c6 thé thuoc vé mot thién than ho ménh ma thoi.

Phai, phai, phai!

Lydia lan nguoi. Garrett ngang nhin 1én, mim cwdi thich tha tan hwdng
cam gidc con bo bo trén da thit, td6 mo mudén biét c6 dang lam gi. Va Lydia
co ca hai chan dap manh hét sitc. Co c6 doi chan khoe, né tirng dd than hinh
to béo ctia c0 suot cac ca tryc tam tiéng ¢ bénh vién, va cu dap khién ga nga
ngtra ra dang sau. Ga dap dau vao twong danh huych, lan xudng san, choang
vang. Roi ga thét rong 1én, 6m lay canh tay. Con nhiéu chan han da cho ga
mot phat can.

Phéi! Lydia han hoan nghi trong lic vdan ngudi ngoi day. Cé c6 gang
ditng 1én va mo mam chay vé phia buéng nghién bot & cudi day hanh lang.
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CHUONG MUGI HAI

Theo nhu Jesse Corn wéc lwgng thi ho da sap stra tGi mo da.

“DPi chirng nam phtt nita”, anh ta bdo Sachs. R6i anh ta li€c nhin c6 hai
lan va noéi sau khi tham can nhac gi dé: “Chi biét day, t6i da dinh héi chi...
Khi chi rat khau sung, khi con ga tay chui ra khoi bui cay ay. Cha, va ca @
Bén tau kénh Nudc den khi Rich Culbeau bat ngd xuat hién... Nhu thé... o,
nhw thé chang phai thwong. Chi cé vé cling biét dong dinh, nhi.”

Qua Roland Bell, Sachs biét nguwdi mién Nam n6i “dong dinh” nghia la
ban stng.

“MGt trong so cac sé thich cua toi day”, co tra 10i.

“Pirng dua!”

“Dé dang hon chay” Sachs néi. “D& ton kém hon viéc tham gia mot cau
lac bo sttc khoe.”

“Chi 6 thi dau khong?”

Sachs gat dau. “T6i thuoc Cau lac bo sing ngan bo Bac Long Island.”

“Thé thé loai kia thi sao?”, Jesse hoi nhiét tinh mét cach dang sg. “Cac
cudc thi ban tring hong tam cua Hiép hoi Sung tredng Qudc gia dy?”

“Cé tham gia.”

“D6 cling la mon thé thao toi luyén tap! Cha, tat nhién, ban dia theo
hwéng chéo va thang. Nhung t6i chuyén vé sing ngan.”

Sachs cling chuyén vé sting ngan, tuy vay co nghi tot nhat la khong chia
sé qua nhiéu diém twong dong vdi anh chang Jesse Corn dang si mé.

“Chi tu nhoi lai dan a?”, anh ta hoi.

“U. O thi, dan c& .38 va .45. T4t nhién khong phai loai c6 kip né nim &
mép day cat tut. Lay hét dwoc bot khi ra khoi cat tit — day la cd mot van
de.”
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“Cha, chi khong dinh néi véi t6i rang chi ty ché tao luon vo dan day
chi?”

“T6i tw ché tao”, Sachs thira nhan, nhé lai moi budi sang Chu nhat, khi
cac can hd khac trong toa nha c6 & ngao ngat mui banh qué va thit lon mudi
thi can ho cta c6 syc nitc cai mui cta chi bi ndu chay chang lan vao dau
duoc.

“To6i khong tu ché tao”, Jesse néi giong hdi tiéc. “T6i mua & ngoai.”

Ho di b6 thém vai phit nita trong im lang, moi con mat déu cham chu
nhin xudng dat, dé phong nhitng cai bay sap khac.

“Vay”, Jesse Corn noi, vira n@ mot nu cwoi rut ré vira hat manh mai toc
vang x0a xudng vang tran w6t mo hoi. “T6i sé cho chi thay thanh tich cua
t6i...” Sachs giéu cot nhin anh ta va anh ta tiép tuc. “Y t6i 13, thanh tich t6t
nhat cta chi ra sao? Trong cac cudc thi ban tring hong tam ay?” Thay co do
dy, anh ta dong vién: “Nao, chi c6 thé néi vaGi téi. Chi la mot moén thé thao
théi ma.. Va nay, toi da thi ddu muwdi nam nay. Toi sé c6 chat 1gi thé hon
chi.”

“Hai nghin bdy tram diém”, Sachs noi.

Jesse gat dau. “Phai, y t6i la ndi dung ay day — ba sting ngan, moéi sting
dat t6i da chin tram diém. Di€ém cao nhat caa chi la bao nhiéu?”

“Khong, diém cua toi day”, Sachs néi, nhan mat vi mot con dau khép
bat chot lan sudt d6i chan moéi nhtr. “Hai nghin bay tram diém.”

Jesse quay sang cO, xem c6 vé gi la dua khong. Thay c6 hoan toan
khong cudi, anh ta cwoi pha 1én. “Nhung day la mot diém so6 hoan hao.”

“Q, t6i khong tham gia moi cudc thi. Nhung anh hoi thanh tich t6t nhat
cua toi ma.”

“Nhung... “ Jesse trgn tron mat. “T6i tham chi chwa tirng gap nguwdi nao
ban dwgc hai nghin bdy tram diém.”

“Bay gio thi cau da gap roi day”, Ned vira ndi vira cudi ha ha. “Va ding
cam thdy phién long — chi 1a mot mon thé thao th6i ma.”

“Hai nghin bdy trdm...” Anh chang canh sét tré tudi lac dau.

Sachs di dén két luan la dang 1é c6 nén néi d6i. V&i thong tin vé tai thién
Xa nay cua co, xem chung sy si mé ma Jesse Corn danh cho co sé khong gi
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c6 thé lay chuyén.

“Giad du nhuw, sau khi vu viéc két thuc...”, anh ta bén 1én néi, “chi c6
chut thoi gian roi rai, c6 1€ chi va téi c6 thé ra truong ban, tiéu ton it dan
dwgc day nhi.”

Va Sachs ti nht tham: Tha m6t hop Winchester dac biét c& .38 con hon
mot tach Starbucks keém theo nhitng 16i tdm sy rang gap g& phu nit &
Tanner’s Corner méi kho khan lam sao.

“Pé xem tinh hinh thé nao.”

“Coi nhur mot cuoc hen ho nhé”, Jesse noi, stt dung ding cai tir ma
Sachs da hy vong anh ta ding ndi ra.

“Kia”, Lucy lén tiéng. “Thay chwa?” Ho dirng lai bén bia rtng, nhin cai
mo da da & trwéc mat.

Sachs ra hiéu cho moi ngwoi khom minh xuéng. Chét tiét, dau qua. Co
dung condroitin va glucosamine hang ngay, nhung sitc néong va do am cda
vung Carolina nay — that la dia nguc doi vdi cac khép xuwong bénh tat cuaa
c6. Co dam dam trong xudng cai ho khong 16 - rong gan hai tram thwéc va
sau dé dén mot tram feet. Cac vach mé mau vang nhat, giong nhv mau
xwong lau ngay, va dung ditng trong lan nwéc 1o mau xanh 14 cdy béc mui
chua chua. Cay coi trén pham vi ban kinh gan hai muoi thwéc xung quanh
mo da chét rui ca.

“Pirng cham téi nwdc d6”, Lucy thi tham canh bao. “Nuwdc d6 doc. Tré
con tirng boi ¢ day. Thoi gian ho mdi ngirng khai thac. Thang chéu to6i tirng
boi ¢ diy mot lan — thang em trai Ben. Nhung t6i chi can cho né xem anh
ctia nhan vién diéu tra chup khi vét thi thé Kevin Dobbs 1én sau mot tuan
ngam duwdi nwdc, no cach khong bao gio dam quay lai day.”

“T6i nghi ddy la phwong phap ma Tién si Spock khuyén dung”, Sachs
noi. Lucy cuoi to.

Sachs lai suy nghi vé nhitng dita tré.

Khoéng phai bay gio, khong phai bay gio...

May di dong ctia 6 rung lén. Vi ho da dén gan con moi, co tat chudng
dién thoai. C6 nhan cudc goi. Giong Rhyem giat cuc: “Sachs. Em dang &
dau?”
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“Trén miéng mo da”, co thi thao.

“Co6 dau vét gi cua han khong?”

“Bon em vtra t6i day. Chua c6 gi cd. Bon em sap stta bat dau ra soat. Tat
ca cac toa nha déu da bi pha sap va em khong thay han an nap dwoc vao cho
nao. Nhung c6 hang chuc vi tri ma han c6 thé dat bay.”

“Sachs...”

“Gi thé, Rhyme?” Giong ndi nghiém trong cta anh khién c6 ¢n lanh.

“Co6 diéu nay anh phai no6i v6i em. Anh vira nhan dugc két qua phan tich
ADN va huyét thanh tit trung tam y khoa. Trén t@ khan gidy Kleenes em tim
thay tai hién treong sang hom nay.”

“Var?”

“Po dung la tinh dich cua Garrett. Con mau — thi la cua Mary Beth.”

“Han da cudng hiép co6 gai”, Sachs thi thao.

“Hay than trong, Sachs, nhung nhanh 1én. Anh nghi Lydia chdang con
nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Tttt

CoO tron trong mot cai thung t6i mo, ban thiu, da tirng dwoc st dung dé
duwng ngti coc.

Hai tay bi tréi quat ra dang sau, van xdy xam mat may vi cai néng va
tinh trang mat nwdc, Lydia Johansson loang choang chay vé phia cu6i day
hanh lang sang sua, chay khdi cho Garrett dang nam quan quai, va tim thay
noi an nap nay — né nam trén san, phia dwéi buéng nghién bot. Khi c6 chui
vao bén trong va dong ctra thung lai r6i, cd chuc con chudt thoan thoat bo
qua ban chan c6 va c6 phai van dung hét y chi dé khoi kéu thét 1én.

Bay gio, trong tiéng thét coi quay cham cham gan do, c6 cho nghe tiéng
budc chan cua Garrett.

Noi khiép s¢ xam chiém Lydia va c6 bat dau ho6i han vi da ca gan chay
tron. Nhung khong thé quay lai, c6 quyét dinh nhw thé. Co da ra tay véi
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Garrett va bay gio ga sé ra tay vdi cd néu ga tim thay c6. C6 1é ga sé ra tay
ac liét hon. Chang con cach nao khac ngoai cach c6 gang tron thoat.

Khong, Lydia quyét dinh, d6 khong phai 16i suy nghi dung dan. Mot
trong cac cubn sach thién than cia co viét rang khong ton tai nhitng cai “co
gang” nhu thé. Nguoi ta hodc hanh déng hodac khong hanh dong. Co sé
khong c6 gang tron thoat. Co sé tron thoat. Co chi can c6 niém tin

Lydia nhin qua khe hé& trén ctta thung, than trong lang nghe. C6 nghe
thay tiéng Garrett & mot phong gan dd, 1am bam no6i mot minh, m@& toang
ctra cac thung va ngan chita dé dac. C6 da hy vong rang ga sé nghi co6 chay
ra ngoai qua buc twong sap cua day hanh lang bi chay rui, nhung cudc luc
soat rat c6 phwong phap chitng t6 r6 rang la ga biét c6 van con xung quanh
day. C6 chang thé ngobi trong cai thung nay lau hon nita. Ga sé phat hién
duwgc c6. Co liéc nhin qua khe hé trén ctra thung, khong trong thay ga, co
chui ra khéi thung, chay sang can phong bén canh, doi gidy vai mau trang
khong gay nén tiéng dong nao. L6i thoat duy nhat khéi can phong nay la
mot cau thang dan 1én tang hai. C6 ldo dao di 1én, thd hon hén va thiéu mat
hai ban tay dé gii* thang bang, cit hét va vao twong lai va vao lan can cau
thang bang sat ren.

Lydia nghe thay giong Garrett vang vong trong hanh lang. “May lam n6
can tao!”, ga hét. “Pau qua, dau qua.”

Udc gi n6 cham vao mat may hay dai may ay, Lydia nghi va chat vat leo
1én cau thang. Thang cho thang cho thang ché!

CO nghe thay Garrett mé@ toang ctta cac ngan chita dé trong can phong
phia dugi. Nghe thdy tiéng rén ri noi c6 hong ga. Twdng chitng nghe thay
tiéng méng tay ga bung tanh tach.

Hinh dung 4y lai khién Lydia run sg. Con buon nén dang lén.

Can phong trén dau cau thang rong va cé mot loat ctira s6 mé vé phia bi
chdy ctia c6i xay. Cé6 mot cira ra vao khong khoa, Lydia day canh ctra ra,
bwéc vao chinh khu vire nghién bot — hai thét c6i 16n nam & giita can
phong. Cac bo phan bang go da muc, am thanh c6 nghe thdy lic truée
khong phai ctia hai thét c6i ma ctia banh xe nwéc quay bdi nwdc tir con sudi
doi dong. N6 van con quay cham cham. nwéc mau gi sat trit xudéng mot cai
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hé6 hep va sau, trong giong nhw mot cai giéng. Lydia khong trong thay day.
Nuwdc dy at phai chdy trd ra sudi theo nhitng mach ngam nao day.

“Dung lai!”, Garrett quat.

Lydia chodng vang giat ndy nguoi trudc tiéng quat gian dit. Ga ditng &
nguwong ctrta. Cap mat ga do quach va tron trirng. Ga 6m canh tay bi mot vét
tham to twéng. “May lam né can tao”, ga lam bam, cham cham nhin c6 day
cam thu. “N6 chét r6i. May lam tao phdi giét n6! Tao khong muén nhung
may bat budc tao! Bay gio thi xuéng gac di, do khon kiép. Tao sé tr6i chan
may lai.”

Garrett budc vé phia Lydia.

CoO nhin bo mat xwong xau cta ga, doi 16ng may giao nhau, doi ban tay
h6 phéap, anh mat gian dit. Trong tam tri c6 bat chgt hién lén ca chubi hinh
anh: mot bénh nhan ung thw cta c6, dang chét dan chét mon. Mary Beth
McConnell bi giam giit & dau do6. Ga trai dién cuong nhai khoai tay chién.
Con nhiéu chan nhoay nhody bo. Cac ngén tay bting tanh tach. Khéng gian
Bén ngoai. Nhitng dém c6 don dai dang dac, chd dgi — mot cach tuyét vong
— cudc dién thoai ngan ngui ti* ngwdi ban trai. Viéc mang hoa dén Bén tau
kénh Nuéc den, mac du c6 khong thye sy muon...

Tat ca d6i v6i co da qua dua.

“Khoan”, Lydia noi giong binh than.

Garrett chdp mat. Ga dung buéc.

CO mim cuwdi véi ga — cdi cach c6 mim cwdi vGi mot bénh nhan mac
chitng nan y — va gwi 10i cau nguyén gia biét t¢i ngwoi ban trai, Lydia, véi
hai ban tay van bi tréi quat ra dang sau, nhdy lao dau xuéng cai ho hep day
nuwgc toi tham.

Poi vai cta ni¥ canh sat toc do lot vao chinh gitta chiéc kinh ngam
Hitech.

To6c ay m6i Chia lam sao, Mason Germain ty nht tham.

Anh ta va Nathan Groomer dang & trén mot qua doi nho trong xuéng mo
da cii caa Cong ty B4 Anderson. Cach doi tim kiém gan mot tram thuwéc.

Nathan rot cudc cting dwa ra cai két ludn ma anh ta han da c6 tir nira
tiéng dong ho trudce. “Viéc ching ta dang lam day chang lién quan gi t6i
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Rich Culbeau ca.”

“Khong, khong lién quan. Khong han la lién quan.”

“Thé nghia la sao? Khong han la lién quan?”

“Culbeau dang quanh quan dau day. Vi Sean O’Sarian...”

“Thang dy dang sg hon ca hai thang Culbeau.”

“Mién tranh luan”, Mason no6i. “Va Harris Tomel nita. Nhung dé khong
phdi viéc chung ta dang lam.”

Nathan ngodnh nhin lai may ngwoi dong sy va nit canh sat toéc do. “Toi
cho 1a vay. Tai sao anh ngam Lucy Kerr bang sting cta t6i?”

Lat sau, Mason dwa trd khau Ruger M77 va néi: “Vi téi quén mang cai
ong nhom chét tiét. Va t6i khong nhin Lucy.”

Ho bat dau di doc theo dai dat bang phang trén dinh doi. Mason suy nghi
vé nit canh sét toc do. Suy nghi vé Mary Beth McConnell xinh dep. Va vé
Lydia. Anh ta cling suy nghi vé viéc lam sao ma cudc doi doi khi ci# khong
nhw mong mudn. Vi dy, Mason Germain biét rang dang 1é cho dén bay gio
minh da phdi tién xa hon vi tri mot si quan cap cao. Anh ta biét rang minh
dang 1€ da phai dwa ra yéu cau dugc dé bat theo cach khac. Giong nhw anh
ta dang 1€ da phdi xtr ly moi viéc theo cach khac vao thoi diém Kelley bé
anh ta vi cai ga lai xe tdi nam nam veé tredc, va vé van dé nay, anh ta dang 1é
da phai xtr ly toan bo cudc hon nhan theo cach khac, trge khi co ta noi 10i
chia tay.

Va dang 1€ da phai gidi quyét vu an dau tién lién quan téi Garrett Hanlon
theo cach khac han. Vu &n ma Med Blanchard thitc day khéi gidc ngu trua,
thdy tirng dam ong bap cay bu trén mdt, ngyc va canh tay... mot tram ba
muoi bdy phat dot va céi chét khung khiép dén ti tur.

Bay gio thi Mason dang tra gia cho nhitng lwa chon sai lam d6. Cudc doi
anh ta chi la chu6i ngay thang lang 10, day lo lang, ng6i ngoai hang hién
u6ng nhu hii chim, tham chi khéng c6 sttc lyc dé budong thuyén xudng song
Paquo di bat ca vegc. Co gang mot cach tuyét vong dé lam sao thu xép
duwgc cai o 1€ sé chang thé thu xép. Anh ta...

“Vay anh c6 cho t6i biét ching ta dang lam gi khong?” Nathan héi.

“Chung ta dang tim kiém Culbeau.”
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“Nhung anh vira bdo...” Giong Nathan nho dan. Khi Mason khong no6i
g1 khac, vien canh sat thd dai danh sugt. “Nha cta Culbeau, noi chung ta
phai t6i, cach sau, bay dam, con chiing ta thi ¢ day, phia bac séng Paquo, toi
v&i khau sing san nai, va anh vGi cai miéng cam nhw hén.”

“T6i dinh bao la néu Jim hoi, chiing ta sé tra 16i rang ching ta dang &
day tim kiém Culbeau.”

“Thé viéc ching ta thue sy lam la gi?”

Vi khau Ruger, Nathan Groomer c6 thé ban gay cac canh cay ¢ khoang
cach nam tram thwéc. Sau ba phtt anh ta c6 thé kiém dugc mot tai xé mang
nong do con 0,05% trong mdau ra khoi xe. Anh ta c6 thé déo nhitng con
chim m6i ban cho céc tay swu tap lay nam tram d6 la moi con néu buén ban.
Nhung tai nang va tri thong minh ctia anh ta khéng viegt qua miic ay.

“Chung ta sé ha thang nhai”, Mason néi.

“Garrett.”

“Phai, Garrett. Con dita nao vao day nita? Bon ho sé xua han ra cho
ching ta”. Mason hat dau vé phia nit canh sat téc dé va cac dong sy. “Con
ching ta sé ha han.”

“Anh noi “ha” nghia la sao?”

“Chung ta sé ban han, Nathan. Va ban han chét thang cang.”

“Ban han?”

“Vang, thwa sép”, Mason tra 19i.

“Khoan. Anh sé khong pha huy su nghiép cua toi chi vi qua mau mé ha
thang nhai.”

“Cau chang cé sw nghiép gi hét”, Mason quat. “Cau da c6 mot cai nghé.
Va néu cau muon gitt cai nghé dé hay lam nhw t6i bdo. Nghe day — toi tirng
néi chuyén véi han. Garrett. Trong nhitng cudc diéu tra ay, khi han giét
nhitng nguoi ay.”

“U. Anh titng néi chuyén véi hdn? Tai nghi 1a vay, chic chin roi.”

“Va biét han bdo toi gi khong?”

“Khong. Gi nao?”

Mason can nhac xem liéu n6i diéu nay c6 dang tin khong. R6i nhé tdi vé
cham chu ctia Nathan khi anh ta danh hang tiéng dong hé danh nhan dubi
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mot con vit déo tir go thong, sung swdng chim dam trong sir lang quén xung
quanh, vién canh sat cdp cao ti€p tuc: “Garrett bdo néu can thiét han sé ha
bat cit tay canh sat nao c6 gang ngan can han.”

“Hén ndi thé a? Cai thang nhai d6?”

“Phai. Nhin thang vao mat t6i va ndi thé. Va néi han ciling dang chd doi
diéu d6. Han da hy vong t6i la ké dau tién, nhwng han sé ha bat cit nao néu
can thiét.”

“Cai thang con hoang. Anh néi v6i Jim ch&?”

“Tat nhién to6i n6i roi. Cau nghi t6i lai khong néi a? Nhung anh ta chang
mady may chu y. T6i von van wa Jim Bell. Cau biét vay ma. Nhung sy thuc
thi anh ta quan tdm dén chuyén giit cai cong viéc nhan ha cia anh ta hon la
lam no.”

Vién canh sat gat dau va Mason c6 phan kinh ngac vi Nathan chap nhan
nhitng chi tiét nay dé dang dén thé, tham chi khong hé phéng doan rang con
c6 mot ly do khac nita dé anh ta qua mau mé ha thang nhai.

Tay thién xa suy nghi giay lat. “Garrett co sung khong?”

“To6i khong biét, Nathan. Nhung hay noéi t6i nghe xem: viéc kiém mot
khau sting & Bac Carolina kho khan t&i mitc nao? Cau tra 10i 1a: nhw tré ban
tay thoi, phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“Xem day, Lucy va Jesse — tham chi ca Jim — ho khong hiéu thang nhai
do6 nhu t6i dau.”

“Hiéu?”

“T6i muon noi la hiéu mirc dé nguy hiém.”

«).”

“Cho t6i nay han da giét chét ba nguoi, c6 thé 1a cd Todd Wilkes nita,
treo c6 thang bé do6 1én. Hay it nhat ciing de doa n6 t6i mirc n6 phai tu tu.
Nhu thé c6 khac nao la tén sat nhan. Va co gai bi ong dot? — Meg dy? Cau
trong thay cac birc anh chup gwong mat c6 gai sau khi bi bay ong bap cay
dot chit ha? Ro6i hay nghi vé Ed Schaeffer. Cau va toi vira di udéng cung éng
dy tuan tredc. Bay gio thi 6ng ay nam trong bénh vién va cé thé sé vinh
vién khong tinh day nira”.
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“Toi sé khong lam mét tay ban tia dau, Mase.”

Nhuwng Mason Germain khéng dinh lui 1dy mot inch. “Cau biét toan an
sé x* nhw thé nao. Han muwdi sau tudi. Bon ho sé ndi: “Thang bé toi nghiép.
MG coi ca cha lan me. Ching ta hdy cho thang bé vao truong gido dudng”.
ROi han sé thoat khoi dé sau sau thang hay mot nam va sé lap lai moi
chuyén. Sé sat hai mot cau thu bong bau duc dang chuan bi tré thanh sinh
vién phan hiéu Chapel Hilll24 khac, mot co gai khac & thi trdn chua ting
lam lai ai ca.”

“Nhung...”

“DPurng lo lang, Nathan. Tanner’s Corner sé mang on cau.”

“To6i khong dinh no6i diéu d6. Van dé la, néu ching ta giét chét han,
chiing ta mat moi co hoi tim thay Mary Beth. Chi han méi biét c6 gai & cho
nao.”

Mason bat tiéng cwoi chua chat. “Mary Beth? Cau nghi c6 ay van con
song a? Pung hong. Garrett da cuwdong hiép, da giét chét, va vui xac c6 ay
dwéi mot cai ho nong choén nao day roi. Ching ta c6 thé théi lo lang cho c6
ay dugc roi. Nhiém vu cta ching ta bay gio la lam sao cho chuyén dé chac
chan khong xay ra vgi bat ¢t ai khac nita. Cau theo t6i chii?”

Nathan im lang, nhung tiéng lach cach ctia bang dan dai dwgc vién canh
sat nhét vao khau sting truong da thay cau tra 10i.
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PHAN 11 ,
CON NAI CAI LONG TRANG

https://thuviensac h.vn



CHUONG MUCI BA

Bén ngoai ctra s6 la mot to6 ong bap cay 16n.

Mary Beth McConnell da kiét sitc dam dam nhin né, twa dau vao 6 kinh
bam day dau md& cta cai nha tu dang giam gitt co.

Cai t6 ong - xam xit, am w6t, dang kinh tdm - khién c6 tuyét vong, hon
bat ctt thit gi khac xung quanh cai chon khung khiép nay.

Hon céd nhitng chan song Garrett can than lap bén ngoai cita s6. Hon ca
canh ctra go soi day vdi ba 6 khoa to twdng. Hon ca ky tc vé chuyén di 1é
1ét cuing Thang Bo ti Bén tau kénh Nudc den.

Cai to ong bap cay c6 hinh nén, chép chiic xuébng dat. N6 nam trén mot
chac ba ma Garrett cam gan ctra s6. Cai t6 han phdi chita hang trdm con ong
minh van den va vang béng loang c chui ra chui vao qua cai 16 ¢ dudi day
to.

Sang hém nay, khi c6 thitc gidc thi Garrett da di r6i. Sau khi nam thém
mot tiéng dong ho trén giwdng - chuénh choang va buon non do ca dap troi
giang vao dau déem hém qua - Mary Beth 1ay bay ditng day, nhin qua ctta
s0. Thit dau tién c6 trong thdy la cai t6 ong bén ngoai 0 ctra s6 phia sau, sat
phong ngu.

L ong von khong tu lam t6 & do, chinh Garrett dem dat né bén ngoai
ctra s0. Pau tién, Mary Beth khong thé nghi ra ly do tai sao. Nhung roi, véi
cam giac tuyét vong, co hiéu rang: ké bat gilt c6 da dé né & dé nhw 1a co
chién thang.

Mary Beth McConnell biét vé lich stt. Co biét vé nhitng cudc chién
tranh, biét vé nhitng dao quan chinh phuc nhitng dao quan khac. Muc dich
cta cac 14 cd binh thudng va ctia cac 14 co hiéu khong chi dé xac dinh phe
nay hay phe kia, ma con dé nhac nhé la ké tirng bi danh bai bay gio nam
trong tay quyén hanh.
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Va Garrett da thang.

O, ga da thing tran danh 4y, nhung két qua ctia cudc chién tranh thi chwa
duwgc quyét dinh.

Mary Beth an vao vét thwong trén dau. Do 1a mot ca dap khung khiép
noi thai dwong va lam tray mat it da. C6 tw hoi liéu né cé bi nhiém trung
khong.

Mary Beth tim thdy sgi day thun trong ba 16, c6 budc vong mai toc dai
mau nau lén. M6 héi chdy xudng c6, va co6 cam thiy khat ghé gém. C6 tac
thd vi cai nong ngot ngat trong can phong doéng kin. Co nghi tdi viéc coi
chiéc so mi vai bo day cOp ra - sg c6 ran rét hay nhén, c6 bao gio cling mac
ao dai tay khi dao bgi gan cac bui ram, cac dam c6 cao. Nhung bay gio tuy
néng, c6 quyét dinh khong céi chiéc so mi. C6 chang biét Itic nao thi ké bat
gitt c6 trd vé, bén trong c6 chi mac moi chiéc do 16t ren mau hong, ma
Garrett Hanlon thi chac chan chang can dén bat ct sy khuyén khich nao
trong cai linh vy ay.

Liéc nhin t6 ong lan cudi cung, Mary Beth roi ctra s6. R6i ¢o lai di xung
quanh ngo6i nha ba phong t6i tan, mat cong vo ich tim kiém khe hé nao dé
dé tron thoat. Bay la mot ngoi nha kién 6, xay dung tir lau lam roi. Twong
day - lam bang cac khuc cay déo so sai dong dinh vao nhitng tdm van ndng.
Bén ngoai 6 ctra s6 phia trwdc 1a bai co6 cao trai rong dén hang cay to & cach
d6 gan tram thwdc. Ban than ngdi nha cling nam trén mot khoang dat day
cdy to. Nhin qua 0 ctra s6 phia sau - 06 ctta sO0 c6 t6 ong bap cay - cd chi
trong thady dwoc, qua nhitng than cdy, mat nwdc sang lap lanh cua cai ao ma
ngay hom qua ho da di men theo bd dé vao day.

Chinh nhitng can phong tuy nhé nhung sach s€é mot cach dang ngac
nhién. Phong khach bay chiéc di vang dai son hai mau nau va vang kim,
may chiéc ghé dwa cii ky dat xung quanh chiéc ban an ré tién, chiéc ban thi
hai xép ca chuc lo c@ mot lit vén dwng nwdc qua bay gio day nap luwdi, nhot
day c6n trung ma Garrett swu tam dwgce. Can phong thi hai c6 mot tam ném
va mot ti gwong trang diém. Can phong thit ba khéng do dac gi trir vai hop
son mau nau con phan nita dé trong goc, xem chirng Garrett mdi quét son
phia ngoai ngbi nha. Mau son t6i, gdy tam trang chan nan va Mary Beth
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khong hiéu tai sao ga lai chon - cho t@i ltic c6 nhan ra rang n6 dong mau véi
vé cac than cdy moc xung quanh. Mot kiéu nguy trang. Va co lai nghi cai
diéu ngay hom qua co da nghi - rang ga trai than trong hon nhiéu, nguy
hiém hon nhiéu so v6i tredc day cb tuwong.

Phong khach xép hang dong do an - do an vat va hang day rau qua dong
hop - nhan hieu Farmer John. Tt cac nhan hop, mot ong chu trang trai lanh
dam mim cwdi v6i Mary Beth, hinh anh nay ciing 16i thoi y nhw hinh anh
cua nhan hiéu Betty Crocker co tr thap nién 1950. Co tuyét vong luc soat
khap ngoi nha tim kiém nwéc hodc so da - bat ¢t thit gi uéng duwgc - nhung
khong tim thay gi ca. Trong rau qua dong hop sé cé nudc ép, nhung khong
c6 cai md hop hay bat c dung cu gi dé mé. C6 con mang theo ba 16, nhung
da béd lai cac dung cu khdo c6 & Bén tau kénh Nwéc den. Co thit dap mot
hop vao canh ban cho v& ra, nhung hop kim loai cing qua.

Du6i gac cé cai ham chita ma nguwdi ta xuéng qua 6 ctra tro trén san can
phong chinh ctia ng6i nha. Mary Beth li€c nhin va rung minh kinh tém, sén
gai 6c. Bém hom qua sau khi Garrett di ra ngoai mét ltic - Mary Beth thu
hét can dam, lan theo nhitng bac cau thang op ep xudng cai tang ham tran
thap té, tim kiém mot 16i thoat khoi ng6i nha kinh khung nay. Nhung khong
6 16i thoat nao ca - chi cé hang chuc chai lo, hop, tdi ci.

Co khong nghe thay tiéng Garrett trd vé va dot ngot, ga nhdy ao xudng
cau thang, lao t6i cho c6. Co thét 1én va c6 gang chay tron, nhung viéc tiép
theo ma c6 nhé la thdy minh nam trén san nha ban thiu, mau vay day nguc
va dong bét lai trong toc, con Garrett, co thé boc mui 1au ngay chuwa tam
goi, tr tr ditng day, hai canh tay vong om ldy c6, anh mat dan chat vao
nguc cd. Ga bé co 1én va c6 cam thay céi dy ctia ga cltng ngac ap sat co thé
co trong luc ga cham rai dwa co len gac, lam ngo moi sy phan khang...

Khong! Mary Beth ti nhu. Bing nghi téi diéu dé.

Pirng nghi tGi cai dau dén. Hay noi sg hai.

Va bay gio Garret dang ¢ dau?

Ngay hom qua, Mary Beth khiép sg trong lic ga c litng thitng di xung
quanh ngoi nha nhw thé nao thi bay gio co cling khiép s¢ ga bé quén c6 nhw
thé. Hay thiét mang vi mét tai nan.
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Hay an dan cua cac canh sat dang tim kiém c6. Va c6 sé chét khat & day.
Mary Beth McConnell nhé t6i dw an ma gido vién huéng dan dé tai tot
nghiép cho c6 va c6 tham gia: cong trinh khai quat do Hoi St hoc Bac
Carolina tai trg dwgc tién hanh doi véi mot ng6i mo tw hoéi thé ky XIX, dé
thir ADN trén thi thé chon bén trong ngéi mo xem liéu do6 c6 phai la thi thé
cta hdu dué Hau twdc Francis Drake nhw mot truyén thuyét dia phwong van
khang dinh khong. Khi nhac nap quan tai ra, c6 kinh hoang thay cac xwong
canh tay tr thi gio 1én, va van con nhitng vét cao phia bén trong nap quan
tai.

Nguoi dan 6ng da bi chon song.

Ngoi nha nay sé trd thanh chiéc quan tai cia c6. Va chang mot ai...

Gi thé kia? Nhin qua 6 ctra s6 phia trwdc, Mary Beth cho rang co da
trong thay mdt bong ngwoi chuyén dong ngay & bia rirtng dang xa. Qua cac
bui rdm va 14 canh, c6 nghi do6 c6 1é la m6t nguwdi dan 6ng. Vi quan do va
chiéc mi rong vanh 6ng ta dang mang tham mau, cung vdi tu thé ty tin,
dang diéu, c6 ty nhu tham: ong ta trong giong mot nha truyén gido noi
hoang da.

Nhung khoan nao... Thuc sy c6 ai ¢ kia u? Hay day chi la anh sang trén
nhitng tan cay? Mary Beth chang thé khang dinh dugc.

“O day!”, c6 kéu lén. Tuy nhién, cita s6 bi déng kin bang dinh, va thim
chi néu n6é c6 mé thi c6 cling khong chac 6ng ta sé nghe thay tiéng kéu yéu
ot phat ra tir co6 hong kho khéc cta co, & khoang cach xa ngan nay.

Mary Beth v& 1ay cai ba 16, hy vong c6 van mang theo chiéc coi ma ba
me mac chitng hoang twdng ctia c6 mua cho cd phong treong hgp can ty vé.
Mary Beth da bat cudi trude y twong doé - mot chiéc coi phong treong hop
bi cuwdng hiép & Tanner’s Corner? - con bay gio thi ¢6 dang tuyét vong tim
kiém no.

Nhung chiéc coi dau mat r6i. Co6 thé Garrett phat hién ra n6 va lay n6 di
khi Mary Beth bét tinh trén tim ném ddm mdau. O, di sao cd ciing s& kéu
cttu - kéu citu to hét mitc cé thé, bat chap cai ¢6 hong dang khat chay. Mary
Beth v& ldy mot trong nhitng chiéc lo dwng con triung, dinh ném né qua
kinh ctta s6. C6 dwa né vé phia sau nhv mot cau thu ném bong chuan bi
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ném cu cudi cung chang ai danh dwgc. R6i ban tay c6 lai ha xuéng. Khong!
Nha truyén gido da bién mat. Cho o6ng ta xuat hién ltic ndy bay gio chi la
mot than liéu sam mau, c6 va mot cay nguyét qué, dung dwa trong gié néng
bong.

Co thé do la tat ca nhitng gi Mary Beth vira nhin thay.

Co thé ong ta chira hé ¢ day.

Doi véi Mary Beth McConnell - néng, khiép hai, bi con khat hanh ha -
cai thuc va céi do bay gio hoa tron vao nhau va m@ truyén thuyét ma co
tirng nghién citu vé ving nong thon Bac Carolina dang s¢ nay duong nhw
déu trd nén thye. Cé thé nha truyén gido ay chi la mot trong sé cac nhan vat
twong twong, giong nhu Nang tién vung H6 Drummond.

Giong nhu nhitng hon ma khac ctia dam lay Sau Tham.

Giong nhw Con Nai Cai Long Trang trong truyén thuyét ctia ngudi Anh
diéng - cau chuyén dang tr¢ nén giong dén dang sg cau chuyén xay ra cho
chinh co.

Tttt

Pau dau nhitc, mat may xay xam vi néng, Mary Beth ndm xudng chiéc
di vang cii rich, nham mat lai, nhin nhitng con ong bap cay bay lugn gan do,
roi ching chui vao céi t6 xam xit, 14 cd chién thang cda ké bat giit co.

Lydia cdm thdy ban chan c6 cham xu6ng dén long sudi va cd dap dé
ngoi léen.

Ngat thd, phi nudc trong miéng ra, cd thdy minh da tr6i xudi theo dong
sudi tdi mot viing lay cach c6i xay chirng nam muwai feet. Hai ban tay van bi
troi quadt vé phia sau, c6 dap manh dé ldy thang bang, nhan mat dau dén.
Mat céa chan c6 da bi treo hodc v& do dap vao guong banh xe nuwéc khi co
nhdy xudng ctta cong. Tuy nhién nwdc chd nay sau phai tdi sdu hodc bay
feet va néu khong dap c6 sé chét dudi.
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Cam gidc dau ¢ mat ca chan that kinh khung, nhung Lydia c6 gang hét
sttc dé ngoi lén. Co nhan ra rang bang cach hit khong khi day phoi va lat
ngra ngwoi, co c6 thé ndi va gitt dwgc mat bén trén mat nwdc trong lic
dung ban chan lanh lan dap dan dan vao bo.

Vtra di chuyén chitng nam feet thi ¢c6 cam thdy mot cai gi dé lanh 1€o
treon qua phia sau c6, quan xung quanh dau va tai, hwéng t¢i mat c6. Ran!
Co khiép dam nhan ra. Vut hién 1én trong dau mot ca cap citu thang trudc -
nguwoi dan 6ng bi ran chudng nuwdc can, canh tay sung to gan gap doi, anh ta
dau dén cudng loan. Co xoay tron va con ran cudn cudn treon qua miéng
c6. Co thét 1én. Nhung v6i hai 14 phoi hét khong khi va chang cé gi giit cho
noi, c6 chim xudng nuwdc, bat dau ngat thd. Co khéng con nhin thay con ran
nita. N6 dau roi, dau roi? Co dién cuong nghi. Mot phat can tring mat co
thé khién c6 bi mu. Tring dong mach canh hodc tinh mach canh thi co6 tiéu
doi.

Pau r6i ? N6 & bén trén ¢6 a? Pang chuan bi m6é mot phat?

Xin Nguoi, xin Nguwoi, xin hdy citu con, c6 nghi tdi vi than hd ménh.

Va c6 1€ 1a 10i cau xin cta Lydia da thau tdi tai vi than dé. Vi khi lai
ngoi lén khéi mat nwdc, co chang con nhin thdy bong dang con vat dau.
Cudi cung thi hai ban chan di bit tat dai cling cham dwgc dén long sudi
nhép nhta - ¢c6 bi tudt giay khi lao xuéng nwéc. Co ngirng mot chut, hit thé
va cO gang tran tinh. C6 cham chap, nhoc nhan 1é vé phia bg, tréo 1én cai
déc dung dirng day bun lay, day nhitng canh cay tron truot, tang tang 16p
16p 14 muc - né khién c6 c loang choang tréo 1én hai bwdc thi lai tut mot
bwdc. Hay can than vdi dat sét Carolina, cd tiv nhac nhd minh, né sé git
nguwoi ta y nhu cat lay vay.

Khi Lydia vira 1do ddo bo dwgc 1én can, mot phat dan, & rat gan, no xé
khong khi.

Lay Chua, Garrett c6 sing! Ga dang ban!

Lydia lai buéng minh xuéng nuwéc, lan cho chim nghim. Co6 1an lau hét
mutc c6 thé nhung rot cude van phai ngoi 1én. Hon hén, c6 ngoi 1én khéi mat
nuwdc ding lac con hai ly quat dudi phat nita, tao tiéng no to thit hai. Con
vat mat hut vé phia cai dap ctia né mot cai dap 16n, dai tdi hai tram feet. Co
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cam thdy mudn bat cwoi rii rugi triede noi sg hai do, nhing c6 gang kiém
ché.

ROi Lydia ngd dai vao dam lau lach, bun lay. C6 nam nghiéng nguai,
hon hén thé va phi nwdc khoi miéng. Nam phit sau c6 1ay lai dugc hoi tho.
C0 van minh ng6i day, nhin xung quanh.

Khong thdy bong dang Garrett dau cd. Lydia don hét sic dé dirng 1én.
Co0 c6 gang dit hai ban tay ra, tuy nhién, mac du bi w6t sting, bang dinh van
dinh chat. Tt day, c6 c6 thé trong thdy cai 6ng khéi chdy d& cua cdi xay. Co
xac dinh phwong huwéng va xac dinh dwgc hwéng phai di dé gap 16i mon sé
dwa coO tré vé phia nam song Paquo, trd vé nha. Co cach n6 khong xa, c6
m&i troi xuoi theo con lach mot doan khong xa lam.

Nhung Lydia chang thé nao budc minh nhic nhac dugc.

CO cam thay té liét di vi sg hai va tuyét vong.

R6i 6 nghi t&i chwong trinh ti vi cd van wa thich - Ban tay thién than(2>!
- va khi nghi t6i chwong trinh do, trong co hién len mot ky niém khac, ky
niém vé lan gan day nhat c6 xem. Khi chwong trinh vira két thic va dén
phan quéng cdo, canh ctta ng6i nha co6 bat m@ va ban trai c6 ditng day véi
mot két sdu chai bia. Anh dy hau nhw chwa bao gio bat ngd dén tham co va
c6 da sung swéng dén mé man. Ho cung nhau trdi qua hai tiéng dong hét
strc tha vi. Co di dén két luan rang vi than ho ménh ctia c6 dem dén ky niém
ay dung lic nay nhu 1a dau hiéu cho thay luon luén cé hy vong khi ngudi ta
tuyét vong nhat.

Tam tri bam chac 1ay cai y nghi d6, Lydia kho6 khan van minh ditng 1én,
bat dau vugt qua lau lach va cé dam lay. Co nghe thdy mot am thanh phat ra
tir c6 hong & gan. Mot tiéng gir git yéu Gt. Co biét xung quanh day, phia bac
song Paquo, cé nhitng con linh miéu. C6 ca gau va lgn 16i. Nhung mac du
chan khap khiéng dau dén, Lydia van budc vé phia 16i mon ty tin nhw thé
cd dang di tua & bénh vién, phat thudc, néi nhitng cau chuyén phiém va
dong vién tinh than cac bénh nhan cua co.

Tttt
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Jesse Corn tim thay mot cai tui.

“Nay! Nhin nay. T6i tim thay cai nay. Mot céi bao bo.”

Sachs di xuong mot cai vach doc thoai thodi & ria mé da, téi cho anh
chang canh sat dang ding chi vao vat gi d6 nam trén go da voi da bi ndé min
san bang. C6 c6 thé trong thay vo s6 khe duwgce khoan vao nhitng khoi da
xam xit dé dat dynamite. Thao nao ma Rhyme phat hién ra nhiéu nitrate thé,
noi nay tirng la bai pha da 16n.

Sachs bwdc téi cho Jesse. Anh ta dang ditng triedc mot cai tui vai ci.
“Rhyme, anh nghe thdy em n6i khong?”, Sachs goi vao dién thoai.

“Bao cao di. Nhiéu lam, nhiwng anh nghe dwgc.”

“Bon em tim thady mot cai tdi & day”, Sachs néi véi Rhyme. Roi c6 hoi
Jesse: “Cac anh goi no6 la gi?”.

“Bao bo. Pay la cach ngudi dan ¢ day goi mot cai tui vai gai.”

Sachs bdo Rhyme: “Mot cai bao bd cli. Hinh nhw c6 cai gi dé bén
trong.”

Rhyme héi: “Garrett dé dé a?”

Sachs nhin xu6ng. Noi ddy va vach mo da tiép giap nhau. “Pay chac
chan la cac dau chan cta Garrett va Lydia. Hai nguwoi da di 1én mép mé da.”

“Chung ta hay du6i theo”, Jesse noi.

“Chua”. Sachs dap lai. “Chung ta can kiém tra cai tai da.”

“Hdy mo ta né xem nao” nha hinh sy hoc ra lénh.

“Vai gai. Ci. Dai chtrng hai muoi tuw inch, rong chitng ba muoi sau inch.
Khong dung gi nhiéu. Miéng tti kin. Khong budc, chi xoan lai.

“Hay than trong md no ra xem sao, nhé dé phong bay.”

Sachs khe khé kéo mot goc tdi xuéng, ngd vao bén trong.

“An toan, Rhyme.”

Lucy va Ned di xuéng 16i mon va cad bon ngudi ditng xung quanh cai tdi
y nhu thé né la cai xac chét dudi dugc vt tr dwdi mo da 1én.

“Cé gl bén trong?”
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Sachs x6 doi gang cao su, ching mém oat ra dudi tdc dong cua anh nang
mat troi. Hai ban tay c6 ngay lap titc d6 mo héi vi ngira ngdy va nong.

“Cac vo chai nuwgc. Nhan hiéu Deer Park. Khong nhan gia, khong nhan
kiém ké. Gidy géi hai phong bich quy bo lac vGi phé mat nhan hiéu
Planters. Ciing khéng nhan gid. Anh c6 muén ldy ma UPC!28! dé 1an ra noi
gui hang khong?”

“Co thé, néu ching ta c6 mot tuan”, Rhyme lam bam. “Khong, khong
phai mat cong. Cac chi tiét khac trén cai tii nao”, anh ra 1énh.

“Co6 mot it chit in bén trén. Nhung mo qua khong doc duge. Co ai xac
dinh dugc la gi khong?”, Sachs hoi nhitng nguoi khac.

Chang ai doc dugc.

“Co y kién gi vé muc dich sit dung ban dau cua n6 khong?”, Rhyme hoi.

Sachs nhat céi tii 1én ngwi. “Mui moc. Pa bi vitt dau d6 mot thoi gian
dai. Khong thé ndi né titng dyng gi.” Sachs 16n trai cai tii ra va 1dy ban tay
dap manh. May hat ng6 cfi, nhan nheo roi xuéng dat.

“Ngo, Rhyme.”

“Trung ho v&i t6i”, Jesse bat cuoi.[2Z]

Rhyme hoi: “C6 cac trang trai nao xung quanh day khong?”

Sachs nhac lai cau héi cho doi tim kiém.

“Trang trai stta thi co, chi khong phai ng6”, Lucy ndi, nhin Ned va
Jesse, hai nguoi nay gat dau.

Jesse noi: “Nhung nguoi ta cho bo an ngo”.

“Chac chan thé, Ned ndi. “T6i phong doan rang no tir mot ctra hiéu ban
thirc an chan nuoi. Hodc ttv mot kho hang.”

“Anh nghe thay khong, Rhyme?”

“Thitc an chan nudi. Pwgc roi. Anh sé bdo Ben va Jim kiém tra. Con gi
nita, Sachs?”

Co0 nhin hai ban tay minh. Chung den nhém. Co lat cai tui lai. “Co vé
nhtr ¢c6 mudi than trén tii, Rhyme. N6 khong bi chdy, nhung né da & cho
nao do ting xay ra hoa hoan.”

“Co gi dé xac dinh la ch6 nao khong?”
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“Cé nhitng vun than cti, c6 vé vay. Nén em phong doan vé mot cho nao
do6 c6 gb.”

“Pugc r6i”, Rhyme néi. “Sé bo sung chi tiét nay vao danh sach chitng
cw.”

Sachs liéc nhin dau chan cua Garrett va Lydia. “Bon em lai tiép tuc dudi
theo hai nguoi day”, Co bao Rhyme.

“Anh sé goi khi c6 thém thong tin gi.”

Sachs néi vdi doi tim kiém: “Quay lai trén kia th6i” Cam thay nhitng
con dau nhéi trong dau goi, c6 dam dam nhin 1én mép mé d4, 1am bam:
“Luc ching ta xuong day thi c6 vé né chang cao dén thé.”

“0, nay, day 1a mot quy ludt - nti doi bao gid ciing cao gap d6i khi di lén
so v&i khi di xuéng”, Jesse Corn, mot kho cac cadu cham ngén dia phuong,
vira noi vira lich su dé Sachs bwéc 1én 16i mon hep truedc minh.
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CHUONG MUGQI BON

Lincoln Rhyme, phét 16 con nhang xanh béng bay vu vu gan do, cham cha
nhin bang chitng c¥ tiép theo vira 1ap xong.

TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP - MO DA

» Ti vai gai cii - Khong doc duwoc tén in bén trén
* Ngo - Thirc an chan nuoi?

* Muoi than trén tui

* Nudc dong chai nhan hiéu Deer Park

* Bich quy ph6 mat nhan hiéu Planters

Nhitng chitng ct khac thwong nhat 1a nhitng chitng ¢ hitu ich nhat. Bo6i
véi Rhyme, khong khi nao hanh phic hon Iic anh tim thay cai gi d6 hoan
toan chwa xac dinh dwogc. Vi diéu do c6 nghia rang néu anh cé thé xac dinh
duwoc no thi anh gigi han dugc pham vi truy tim.

Nhung nhitng thit nay - nhitng chitng ¢t ma Sachs tim thay tai mé da -
thudc loai pho bién. Néu doc dugc cac chit in bén trén tui thi anh c6 1€ sé
chi phéi truy tim dén mot nguén duy nhét th6i. Tuy nhién lai khéng doc
dwgc. Néu vé chai nwdc va gidy goéi bich quy c6 nhan gia thi ho c6 1€ sé lan
ra ctta hiéu nao da ban ching, sé lan ra nhan vién ban hang, ngudi nay sé
hinh dung lai Garrett va biét dau sé cung cap dwgc nhitng thong tin lién
quan t6i noi ga lan tron. Tuy nhién lai khong c6 nhan gia gi hét. Va go bi
chay sém? Chi tiét ay dan tGi tat ca cac bita tiéc thit nwéng ngoai troi &
quan Paquenoke. That vo ich.

Nhitng hat ng6 c6 thé hitu ich - Jim Bell va Steve Farr ngay bay gio
dang goi dién cho cac ctra hiéu ban thirc an chan nuoi - nhung Rhyme ngo
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rang cac nhan vién ban hang sé chang néi gi hon la “Vang. Chuing t6i ban
ngd. Pung trong cac tdi vai gai cli. Giong nht moi ngwdi van lam.”

Chét tiét! Anh hoan toan khong biét gi vé noi nay. Anh can hang tuan,
tham chi hang thang md&i c6 cdAm nhan vé noi nay dugc.

Nhuwng, tat nhién, ho khéng cé hang tuan hay hang thang.

Anh mit anh dao titr bang ndy sang bang kia, nhanh ching kém con
nhdng.
TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG TRUC TIEP - BEN TAU KENH NUOC

DbEN

» Khan giday Kleenex tham mau
* Bui da voi

* Nitrate

* Phot phat

* Ammonia

» Chat tay

» Camphene

Chang suy luan dugc gi thém tir bang nay.

Quay lai véi nhitng cuén sach vé con trung, Rhyme quyét dinh.

“Ben, cudn sach dang kia - Thé gidi thu nho. Té6i mudn xem no.”

“Vang, thra ong.” Anh chang tré tu6i néi lo dang, mat nhin bang chitng
c. Anh ta cam cudn sach Ién, gio ra cho Rhyme.

Mat mot lat, cuén sach lo Ittng trong khoang khong ngang ngwc nha hinh
st hoc. Rhyme giéu cgt nhin Ben, anh chang li€c nhin lai va trong tich tac,
giat ndy minh, Iui vé phia sau, nhan ra rang anh ta dang dwa mot vat cho
nguoi sé can dén su can thiép than ky mdi cé thé don 1ay n6 dugc.

“Oi, troi oi, 6ng Rhyme... nghe nay”, Ben budt miéng, khudén mit tron
do lung 1én. “T6i vo cung xin 16i. T6i dang khong chi y, thwa 6ng. Troi o,
that ngu ngoc. T6i thue su...”

“Ben”, Rhyme noi giong déu déu. “Cam ngay cai mom lai.”
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Anh chang khong 10 sitng so chép mat, nuét nuwéc bot. Cudn sach, bé ti
trong ban tay do so ctia anh ta, ha xuéng. “T6i chang may, thwa 6ng. Toi da
bao toi dang...”

“Cam mom.”

Ben khong ndi nita. Anh ta ngam miéng lai, nhin xung quanh can phong
tim kiém sy cttu v6t nhung xem ra sé chang cé sy citu vét nao. Thom ditng
dya vao twong, im lang, hai tay khoanh truwdc nguc, chang dinh lam mot
ngwoi linh gin gitt hoa binh cta Lién Hiép Quéc.

Rhyme tiép tuc ha giong lam bam: “Cau dang cuw x qua rén rén va t6i
chéan ngdy cai kiéu nay roi. Xin thoi tro khim ntim chét tiét ay cta cau ngay
di.”

“Khim ndm? T6i chi dang c6 gang khong lam mat long mdt ngwdi ma...
Y t6i 1a...”

“Khong, khong ding. Cau dang nghi xem c6 cach quai nao dé mau mau
thoat khoi day ma khong phai nhin t6i nhiéu hon mirc can thiét, khong phai
lam cang thang cai hé than kinh nho bé mong manh cta chinh ban than
cau.”

DPoi vai do so ciing lai. “Cha, bay gio, thwa 6ng, tdi nghi nhw thé la
khong hoan toan cong bang.”

“Me kiép. Pa dén lic toi thdo gang tay ra...” Rhyme cwdi han hoc. “Cau
thay phép an du do thé nao? T6i, thdo gang tay ra? Mot viéc ma lic nay toi
sé khong thé thuc hién nhanh chéng cho 1am, phai khong?... Bé bong lon vé
nhitng ké qué quat thi cau ay thé nao ha?”

Ben tha thiét mudn chay trén - muén bién mat qua cai khung ctra kia -
nhuwng doi chan sirng sitng ctia anh ta bi chén chat xudng, giong nhw hai
than cay soi.

“T6i c6 bi bénh truyén nhiém dau”, Rhyme quat. “Cau nghi no6 sé lay lan
a? N6 khong lay lan theo cach do dau. Cau budc qua budce lai, cau hit thd ¢
day, va roi ngudi ta sé cho cau 1én mét chiéc xe lan ma dwa di. Khi gi6, cau
tham chi e sg rang néu nhin t6i thi rot cudc cau cling giong nhuw toi vay.”

“Khong dung!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong dung a? T6i nghi la ding day. Lam thé nao ma t6i lai khién cau
so hai dén the?”

“Khong!”, Ben lap bap. “Khong hé!”

Rhyme néi con thinh nd. “0, c6 day, t0i c6 khién cau sg hai ddy. Cau sg
hai phai ¢ trong cung mdt can phong véi toi. Cau la thang hén nhéat khon
kiép.”

Anh chang to 16n vion nguoi ra phia trwéc, nwéce bot xi qua moi, quai
ham giat giat quat tra: “0, d.me, Rhyme!”. Trong khoanh khac, anh ta titc
gian dén mitc khong noi duoc, roi tiép tuc. “Toi t6i day vi di toi nho. Tat ca
cac ké hoach cua tdi déu réi loan va téi déch nhan dwgc mét xu! Toi nghe
thdy ong chi huy nhitng nguwdi xung quanh ¢ nhv 6ng chda lam ay. Toi
muodn noi, t6i déch biét 6ng chui ra tir chd quai quy nao, thwa 6ng...” Giong
anh ta nho dan va anh ta nheo mat nhin Rhyme dang cudi ha ha.

“Gi thé?”, Ben quat. “Ong dang cudi cai quai quy gi?”

“Thdy c6 dé dang khong nao?”, Rhyme hoi, bay gio chi con tim tim
cwoi. Thom cling dang 6 gang kim mot nu cwdi mim.

Thd manh va ditng thang nguwdi 1én, Ben chui miéng. Canh giac, titc toi.
Anh ta lic dau. “Ong muén néi gi ha? Céi gi dé dang?”

“Nhin thang vao t6i va bédo toi rang t6i 1a do ngu ngoc.” Rhyme tiép tuc,
giong binh thadn: “Ben, t6i hoan toan giong bat ky ai. T6i khong thich khi
nguoi ta cw X vdi téi y nhu thé véi mot con bup bé sit. Va toi biét ho chang
bao gio buén ban tdm rang chinh ho sé khién t6i phai ran v&.”

“Ong da lira t6i. Ong da néi nhitng didu dé chi dé choc titc t6i.”

“Xin hay néi la: chi dé cau hiéu t6i.” Rhyme khong chac chac rang co
lic nao Ben tré thanh mot Henry Davett dugc - mot ngwoi chi quan tdm dén
cai cot 16i, cai sttc manh tinh than, ctia ngwoi ta va bé qua cai vo bé ngoai.
Nhung it nhat thi Rhyme ciing da day cho nha dong vat hoc di dwoc vai
buwdc trén con dwong khai sang dau 6c.

“T6i nén buwdc ra qua canh ctra kia va di han lu6n.”

“Nhiéu ngwoi sé hanh dong nhu vay, Ben. Nhung téi can cau. Cau phu
hgp vdi cong viéc, c6 khiéu kham nghiém. Nao, tiép tuc nao. Ching ta da
xua di phan nao noi cang thang, e ngai. Hay quay lai vGi cong viéc.”
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Ben bat dau dat cuén Thé gidi thu nhé 1én thiét bi 14t trang - Vira lam
anh ta vtra liéc nhin Rhyme, héi: “Thé thuc sy c6 nhiéu nguwdi van nhin
thang vao ong va goi 6ng la do6 con hoang a?”

Rhyme, dam dam nhin bia ctia cuén sach, dé Thom tra 1oi ho: “0), chic
chan r6i. Tat nhién chi sau khi ho hiéu anh ay.”

Tttt

Lydia van chi cach c6i xay chirtng mot tram feet.

Co0 di chuyén nhanh hét mitc c6 thé vé phia 16i mon sé dwa c6 t6i vGi ty
do, nhung mat ca chan c¢6 dau nhitc nhéi va lam cham buéc co 6 rét. Va
lai, cd cling danh di chuyén tw ti - viéc len 16i qua cac bui ram mot cach
tuyét doi im lang doi héi nguwoi ta st dung dén doi ban tay. Nhung, giong
nhv nhitng nan nhan cta chitng tén thwong nao ma cé tirng cham séc tai
bénh vién, co6 khong giit cho minh dwgc hoan toan thang bang va chi c6 thé
loang choang buéc tir cho trong nay sang cho trong khac, gay nén tiéng
dong nhiéu hon y muon.

Lydia vong ra xa dang trudc coi xay. Ngirng lai. Khong thdy béng dang
Garrett. Tinh khong mot am thanh trir tiéng nuwéc cta con sudi doi dong do
vao cai viing dang nguyén rua.

Thém nam feet roi muoi feet.

Nao, hai thién than ho ménh, Lydia ty nhu tham. Hay & lai v6i con thém
mot chut nita. Hay gitip d& con viegt qua cho nay. Xin Nguwoi... Chi vai phuit
thoi va chung ta sé trd vé nha, tw do.

Oi, troi 0, dau qua. Lydia khong biét liéu c6 phai gdy xuong khong. Mt
ca chan co suwng vu, va c6 biét rang, néu diung la bi gy xuwong, c& di ma
khong c6 gi chong d& nhu thé nay co6 thé khién tinh trang tram trong hon
gdp muoi lan. Da cho do6 cling tham tim lai - dau hiéu cua sy v& mach. Cé
thé xdy ra nhiém doc mau. Co6 nghi dén nguy co hoai tt. Phau thuat cat b
chan. Néu diéu nay xdy ra, ban trai co sé néi gi? Co6 do la anh ay sé chia tay
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c6. Co6 tot dep nhat ciling chi 1a mot moi quan hé hd hitng - it nhat la vé phia
anh ay. Ngoai ra, tir kinh nghiém lam viéc v&i bénh nhan ung buwéu, c6 con
biét rang khi bat dau mat di cac b phan co thé c6 nghia la ta bat dau mat di
moi ngwoi xung quanh.

Lydia ngirng lai, nghe ngéng, ngé nghiéng. Garrett da chuon roi u? Ga
da tw bo co va di ra Bo Ngoai voi Mary Beth?

Lydia tiép tuc di chuyén vé phia 16i mon sé dwa c6 quay lai mé da. Mot
khi tim thdy 16i mon dé, co6 tham chi sé phai di chuyén than trong hon - dé
phong cai bay. C6 khong nhé chinh xac Garrett dat bay cho nao.

Thém ba muoi feet nita... va n6 kia - 16i mon sé dwa Lydia tré vé nha.

Co lai nging lai, lang nghe. Khong c6 gi. Co dé y thay mot con ran da
tham mau, binh than nam swdi nang trén goc cay tuyét tung gia. Tam biét,
c6 nhu tham véi né. Tao trd vé nha day.

Lydia vira dgm bwéc vé phia truéc.

Va thé la ban tay Thang Bo dot ngot tho ra tir dudi lum nguyét qué 14
sum sué, tébm ldy c6 chan lanh 1an ctia ¢6. Mat thang bang, hai ban tay
khong st dung dugc, Lydia chang thé lam gi khac ngoai viéc van nguoi
sang bén, va bgi vay da nga dap doi mong chac nich xuéng dat. Con ran bi
tiéng thét ctra c6 danh thitc, 1an di dang nao.

Garrett leo 1én ngwoi Lydia, ghim chat ¢6 xudng dat, gian dit dé mat. Ga
han da nam day muwdoi lam phat. Im lang, khong nhic nhich mét inch cho téi
lic c6 & khoang cach da gan. Y nhu mét con nhén chd doi cu tiéu diét moi
tiép theo.

“Xin cau”, Lydia 1am bam, choang vang dén khdéng thd dwogc va tran
ngap noi khiép sg rang thién than ho ménh da phan bgi c6. “Ding lam
hai...”

“Im”, Garrett gian dit thi thao, ng6é nghiéng xung quanh “May lam tao
qua sttc chiu dung r6i.” Ga thé bao day Lydia ditng day. Ga c6 thé nam lay
canh tay c6, lat nguwoi c6 lai va kéo c6 ditng day theo cach dy. Nhung
khong, ga 6m lay c6 tir dang sau, hai ban tay ga xoe trum 1én nguyc co, va ga
nhac ¢6 ditng day. Co cam thay co thé cang cing cua ga gdm ghiéc co vao
ltng va mong co. Cubi cung, sau cai twéng chirng nhw khong bao gio
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ngirng lai, ga buéng c6 ra nhwng nhitng ngoén tay xwong xau van tom canh
tay co va kéo co di theo vé phia c6i xay, chang bu6n chu y t6i tiéng c6 khoc
nitc nd. Ga chi ditng buédc mot lan, xem xét mot dan kién dai vat ngang qua
16i mon, khiéng nhitng cai tritng bé ti. “Dung c6 lam hai ching”, ga 1am
bam. Va can than quan sat ban chan c6 dé chac chan rang co6 khong giam
1én dan kién.

TTTTT

Véi am thanh ma Rhyme van luén luén nghi n6 giong nhuv tiéng liéc dao
cta hang thit, thiét bi 14t trang loat soat lat mot trang nita trong cuén Thé
gi6i thu nho - cudén sach, néu danh gia qua tinh trang nhau nhi cta no, la
cuon sach dwoc Garrett Hanlon wa thich.

Con trung c6 kha nang bao toan sy séng dang kinh ngac. Loai buém bu-
16281 ching han, binh thwong ching mau tréng, nhung & cac khu vuce xung
quanh thanh phé c6ng nghiép Manchester, Anh, ching chuyén thanh mau
den dé lan v4i mau b6 héng bam trén nhitng than cay trang va xem ra d& bi
ké thu phat hién.

Rhyme 1at qua cac trang khac, ngén deo nhan bén trai con trung thanh
v6i anh cham vao bang diéu khién dién t, soat, soat, tirng trang sach dwoc
1at trén khung thép. Anh doc cac doan Garrett danh dau. Poan vé cai bay
cta loai kién su tir da cttu doi tim kiém khoi roi xuéng mot trong nhirng cai
bay do ga trai dat, va Rhyme dang c6 gang rat ra thém két luan tir cuén sach
nay. Nhu chuyén gia nghién ctu tam ly ca, Ben Kerr noi vdi anh, hanh vi
cta dong vat thong thuong la khuon mau t6t cho con nguwdi bat chuwde - dac
biét d6i véi viéc bao toan sy song.

Bo ngua co canh vao bung lam phat ra am thanh ky di, khién ké san du6i
ching mat phwong huwéng. Nhan tién, cling xin lvu y rang bo ngua sé an thit
bat cit sinh vat nao nhé hon, ké ca chim va thu...
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Co6 gia thuyét cho rang ngudi co dai da nay sinh y twdng vé cai banh xe
khi quan sat loai bo hung...

MGt nha ty nhién hoc tén la Réaumer & thé ky XVIII quan sat thdy ong
bap cay lam nhitng chiéc t6 gidy bang cach tron sgi go véi nwdc bot. Diéu
ay khién ong hinh thanh y twdng lam gidy tir bot go chit khong phai tir vai,
nhw cac nha san xuat gidy von van thye hién cho t6i bay gio...

Nhung chi tiét nao gitta nhitng chi tiét nay sé gitp diéu tra vu an? Liéu
c6 cai gi co6 thé ho trg Rhyme tim thay hai con ngwoi dang chay tron dau dé
trén ca tram dam vuong ring va dam lay?

Con trung triét dé 1gi dung khitu giac. Bo6i vGi chiing, khitu gidc 1a mot
giac quan da chiéu. Ching thuc sy “cam thay” dwgc cac mui va st dung
trong nhiéu viéc. Trong gido duc, trong tinh bao, trong thong tin lién lac.
Khi mot con kién phat hién ra thitc an, né tré vé t6 va dé lai mot vét mui
bang cach thi thodng cham bung xuéng mat dat. Khi nhitng con kién khac
gap vét mui nay, ching theo do6 di téi cho thitc an. Chiing biét phai di hwéng
nao vi mui dé lai “cé hinh dang”, dau hep ctia mui chi vé phia thitc an twa
nhv miii tén dinh hwéng. Mui cling la 16i canh bao vé ké thu dang rat gan.
V1 mot con con trung nhan ra dwgc mot phan t& mui tw cach xa hang dam,
su xuat hién caa ké thu hiém khi khién con trung bat ngo...

Canh sét trwedng Jim Bell v6i va budc vao phong. Grong mat lo lang cua
anh ta nd mot nu cwdi. “Vira nghe dugce tir mot y ta tai bénh vién. Tin titc vé
Ed. Xem chirng 6ng dy dang thoat khoi con hon mé va da néi gi dé. Vai
phtt nita bac si sé dén. Toi hy vong ching ta sé biét chit “6 liu” 6ng ay noi
mang y nghia nhuw thé nao va phai chang ong ay da trong thay cai gi do cu
thé trén tdm ban do6 trong choi san.”

Madc du von van hoai nghi cac 16i chitng, Rhyme di t6i két luan rang gio
day anh lai cam thdy mirng r& vi c6 duwgc mot nhan chitng. Sw bat luc, su
mat phuwong hwéng ctia cad-mac-can, dang dé xudng anh nang triu.

Bell cham rai di di lai lai trong la-bo, ngéng ra ctta moi khi nghe tiéng
buéc chan dén gan.

Lincoln Rhyme lai nga ngudi, dit dau vao céi twa dau cta xe lin. Anh
mat doi 1én bang chitng ct, doi 1én tdm ban do, roi trd vé vdi cubn sach. Va
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su6t thoi gian do, con nhdng xanh bé bang hat do c bay véo véo trong can
phong, v&i noi tuyét vong khong ré rét xem chirng cling giong hét noi tuyét
vong chinh anh dang mang.

Tttt

Mot con vat phong vut qua 16i mon réi bién mat.

“Con gi thé?”, Sachs hat dau chi con vat, hoi. Poi véi co, né c6 vé nhw
mot con vat lai gitta ché va giong méo hoang 16n.

“Cao xam”, Jesse noi. “Toi khong hay trong thay ching lam. Nhung t6i
cling khéng hay di dao & phia bac song Paquo.”

Ho di chuyén chdm chap, c6 gang bam theo cac dau vét mo nhat cia
Garrett. Va ho luon luon phai dé mat canh ching nhitng cai bay sap, hay
nguy co bi phuc kich ttr cay c6i, bui ram xung quanh.

MGt lan nita, linh cam van theo riét Sachs tir ban sang, tir ltic ho lai xe di
ngang qua dam tang cta dia tré no lai xuat hién. Ho da bé lai ri'ng thong
dang sau va dang & trong mot loai ritng khac. Cay c6i giong nhu trong rirng
nhiét d6i vay. Khi co hoi, Lucy bao day la nhitng cay son thu du, nhitng cay
but moc lwu nién, tuyét tung. Ching chang chit vao véi nhau bdi cac 16p
réu va day leo.

Cac 16p réu va day leo nay hap thu am thanh giong nhuw swong mu day
dac va khién cdm giac sg hai phai & trong mot khong gian dong kin xam
chiém c6. Nam, ndam moc va nhitng dam lay néi vang & khap xung quanh
ho. Khong khi day mui muc nat.

Sachs nhin xuéng mat dat mon diau chan. C6 héi Jesse: “Chiing ta cach
thi trdn hang dam ro6i. Ai tao ra nhitng 16i mon nay?”

Jesse nhun vai: “Phan 16n la bon no xau.”

“Nghia la thé nao?”, Sachs hoi, nhé ra rang Rich Culbeau ciing da st
dung phuong ngir.
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“Chi biét ddy, nhitng nguwoi khong tra duge ng. Vé co ban né chi c6
nghia la dam can ba. Pam nau rwgu 1au, oat con, dan dam lay, dam diéu ché
PCP2»

Ned Spoto hdp mot ngum nuwdc va noi: “Thi thoang lai c6 nhitng cu dien
thoai goi cho ching t6i: xdy ra ban nhau, ai dé la hét, nhitng 16i kéu goi
giip do, nhitng anh dén danh tin hiéu mot cach bi hiém. Dai loai vay. Co
ma hé chiing t6i tGi noi lai chang cé gi... Chang c6 mot nguwdi nao, chang
do6i twong, chang nhan chitng. Bo6i khi chiing téi tim thdy mdt vét mau,
nhung n6 khong dan dén dau ca. Ching t6i di - ching t6i bat budc phai di -
nhung khong ai trong don ching toi titng dén nhitng khu viwc nay mot
minh.”

Jesse noi: “O day ngudi ta cAm thay khac biét. Ngudi ta cam thay - diéu
nay nghe ky cuc - nhung ngudi ta cam thay cudc song khac biét, ré ring
hon. T6i tha di bat may thang 16i c6 vii khi dang sap stra xai ma tdy tai mot
siéu thi mi ni con hon bi goi t6i day. It nhat thi ding kia van cé cac luat 1é.
Nguai ta biét diéu gi sé dién ra. Chit ¢ day...”, Anh ta nhin vai.

Lucy gat dau. “Pung day. Va luat 1é binh thwong khong ap dung doi vai
bat ct ai & phia bac séng Paquo. Cé chiing t6i lan bon ho. Anh c6 thé thay
chinh anh nha dan trwéc khi anh doc cho ngudi ta biét vé cac quyén cda
nguoi ta va diéu do hoan toan khong van deé gi ca. Kho c6 thé giai thich.”

Sachs khong wa kiéu néi chuyén gay héi hop nay. Néu ban than ba nguoi
canh sat kia khong nghiém trang va cang thang dén thé thi c¢6 sé nghi ho
dang dién tro dé hu doa mot c6 gai thanh pho.

Cuo6i cung, ho dirng lai noi 16i mon chia lam ba nga. Ho di vao moi nga
chitng nam muoi feet, nhung khong phat hién dwgc dau vét nao cho thay
nga ma Garrett va Lydia da lwa chon. Ho quay lai cho nga tu.

Trong tam tri Sachs am vang 10i Rhyme. Hay than trong, Sachs, nhung
hdy di chuyén khan truong 1én. Anh nghi ching ta chang con nhiéu thoi
gian dau.

Di chuyén khan truong. ..
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Nhung khong c6 mot goi y nao cho ho thay la ho phai di dén dau va khi
Sachs nhin xuéng nhitng nga ré ram rap, duwong nhw khong ai, tham chi
Rhyme, c6 thé doan dinh dwgc noi con moi cta ho da di.

ROi dién thoai di dong cta c6 rung lén va ca Lucy lan Jesse Corn cung
hwéng anh mat vao c6 vé cho doi, hy vong, giong y nhw ¢, rang Rhyme da
c6 goi y mdéi vé huwéng di cho ho.

Sachs nhan cudc goi, lang nghe nha hinh sy hoc, r6i gat dau, cip may.
Co hit vao mot hoi va nhin ba nguwdi dong nghiép.

“Gl1 thé?”, Jesse Corn hoi.

“Lincoln va Jim vira dugc bénh vién thong bao tin titc vé Ed Schaeffer.
Dudng nhw 6ng ay chi tinh day da dé no6i: “T6i yéu cac con t6i”, r6i qua
doi... Moi nguoi nghi lic trede 6ng ay da ndéi cai gi dé6 vé phd “Olive”,
nhung héa ra chi 1a 6ng dy c6 ging néi “I lovel2Y1«, Ong &y noi c6 thé thai.
Toi rat 14y lam tiéc.”

“Qi, lay Chia”, Ned 1am bam.

Lucy cui dau va Jesse quang canh tay 6m lay vai c6. “Ching ta lam gi
day?”, anh ta hoi.

Lucy ngang lén nhin. Sachs c6 thé thdy nhitng giot 1€ trong mat co.
“Chung ta sé tom c6 thang nhai ay, d6 la viéc ching ta sé lam”, c6 ndi véi
quyét tam sat da. “Chung ta sé lira chon nga ré hgp 1y nhat va di cho tdi lic
tim thay han. Va chiing ta sé di khan trwong. Co6 khong phan do6i chi?”, c6
héi Sachs, lic nay hoan toan san sang nhudng quyén chi huy cho nguwoi nir
dong nghiép.

“Chac chan khoéng r6i.”
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CHUONG MUCI LAM

Lydia tirng bat gap cai nhin nay trong mat dan 6ng ca tram lan.

Mot nhu cau. M6t ham muon. Mot sy them khat.

Co6 khi la mot sy thém khat vo nghia. C6 khi la mot biéu hién vung vé
cua tinh yeu.

CO gai to béo nay, véi mai toc xda xuwgi, mot gwong mat néi day mun &
tudi thiéu nién va bay gio la mot guwong mat ro, nghi rang c6 hau nhw khong
c6 gi dé dem lai cho nhitng ngudi dan 6ng. Nhung co cling biét ho sé, it
nhat trong vong vai nam, doi héi & co6 mot diéu va tir lau co da di dén két
ludn rang muon xoay x@ dugc trén doi nay c6 sé phai 1gi dung cai sitc manh
nho bé ma c6 c6. Va bdi vay ma gio day Lydia Johansson dang budc vao
mot san choi rat quen thudc.

Hai nguoi lai & trong c6i xay, trong cai van phong t6i om. Garrett ditng
nhin xuéng c6, da dau ga dudi 16p téc cat cua lam nham éng anh vi moé hoi.
Co thé thay cai ay cua ga dung 1én bén trong quan.

Anh mét gd w6t qua nguc cd, noi bd dong phuc wét dam, nhin xuyén
thau dugc, bi bat cuc khi 6 lao xudng civa cong (hay ga giat no6 ra khi chop
1ay co trén con dwong mon?), quai o 16t ctia c6 bi dit (hay ga da duit dit?).

Lydia than trong dich ra khdi ché Garrett, nhan mat vi mat ca chan bi
dau. Ngbi dya lung vao twong, hai chan giang ra c6 xem xét cai nhin trong
mat ga trai. Dang lén noi ghé tdm t6i mitc lanh cam.

Tuy nhién, Lydia van nghi: Minh c6 nén dé han lam khong?

Garrett it tudi. Ga sé ngay lap titc dut vao va tat ca sé két thiuc. Cé thé
sau do ga sé lan ra ngu va Lydia c6 thé tim thdy con dao cta ga, cat dut
bang dinh dang tréi tay c6. R6i dap cho ga bat tinh, tréi ga lai.

Nhuwng nhitng ngoén tay xuwong xau dé trng, bd mat day cac vét lan ké bén
nguc co, hoi thd gdm ghiéc va mui than thé hoéi thoi... Lam sao ¢6 chiu
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dyng noi. Lydia nham mat lai trong choc lat. Co tham doc mot 10i cau
nguyén ltic nay ciling hoi hot chang kém thit phan mat hiéu Blue Sunset co
von van dung. C6 hay khong?

Nhung moi thién than & xung quanh déu im lang trudc quyét dinh hét
si’c quan trong nay.

Tat ca nhitng gi c6 sé phai lam la mim cwoi v6i ga, Chi mot phat thoi, ga
sé & bén trong c6. Hodc ¢6 ¢6 thé ngam cai cua ga... Sé chang y nghia gi ca.

Yéu em nhanh Ién r6i chiing minh xem phim... Cau néi dua giita ban trai
c6 va c6. Co bao gio cling don anh dy & ctra, trong bd do 16t 4o lién quan
mau do ma co ddt mua qua thu tr mot cira hiéu ctia hang Sears. Co sé
quang canh tay 6m lay vai anh ay va thi tham nhitng 15i nay.

May lam di, Lydia ty nhti, va may c6 co tron thoat.

Nhung minh khong thé!

Anh mit Garrett dan chit vao cd, 1wt qua luwdt lai tren than hinh co. Cai
cta ga cling khong thé xic pham c6 ghé gdm hon cap mat do ke lic nay.
Lay Chua, ga khéng chi la mot con bo - ga la mét sinh vat dét bién buéc ra
t* nhitng cudn truyén kinh di cta Lydia, mot loai ma Dean Koontz hay
Stephen King c¢ I¢é da tao dung.

Cac mong tay bung tanh tach.

Ga dang xem xét d6i chan co, tron tria va min mang - nét dep nhat trén
than thé c6, c6 nghi nhu vay.

Garrett quat: “Tai sao may khoc? Ty may lam dau may. Pang 1é ra may
ding c6 chay. Dé tao xem.” Ga hat dau chi cai mat cad chan sung vu cua
Lydia.

“N6 khong sao”, Lydia néi nhanh, nhung r6i, mot cach mién cuGng, co
gio ban chan cho Garrett xem.

“Nam ngodai may dita khon nan & treong day tao ngd xudng doi dang sau
tram xang Mobil. Tao bi treo mat ca. Trong giong nhw thé nay. Pau thay
me.”

Hay chiu dung cho xong, Lydia ty nha tham. May sé ¢ gan nha hon.

Yéu em nhanh lén...

Khong!
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Nhung Lydia khong quay di khi Garrett ng6i xuéng trwdc mat c6. Ga
cam chan c6. Nhitng ngoén tay dai nghéu cua ga - lay Chia, nhitng ngén tay
khong 10 - chiing tom chat bung chan c6, roi tébm chdt mat ca chan co. Ga
dang run rdy. Ga nhin vao nhitng 16 thing trén doi bit tat trang, noi da thit
hong hao cua c6 10i ra. Ga xem xét ban chan co.

“Khong bi cita. Nhung tham tim toan bd. Thé 1a 1am sao?”

“Co thé bi gay xwong.”

Garrett khong dap 101, xem chirng khong thong cam gi. Nhu thé noi dau
dén cua Lydia la vo nghia doi véi ga. Nhu thé ga khong hiéu duge rang mot
con nguwoi cé 1& dang phai chiu dung biét bao kho s&. Sy quan tam cta ga
chi 1a céi c¢ dé s mo co.

Lydia duoi dai chan hon, cac bap thit run run vi phai né lyc nhéac cai
chan lén. Ban chan c6 cham vao bung dudi Garrett.

Mi mat ga cup xudng. Hoi thd gap gap.

Lydia nuét nwéc bot.

Garrett di chuyén ban chan co6. N6 lai cham vao cdi cia ga qua 16p vai
am wét. N6 citng nhw cai guong banh xe nwdc ma cd bi dap mdot phat lic
chay trén.

Garrett treon ban tay 1én phia trén chan Lydia. C6 cam thay nhitng méng
tay ga moc vao chiéc bit tat.

Khong...

Puoc ma...

RO6i Garrett bong sitng nguoi lai.

Pau ga nghiéng ra phia sau va hai canh miii phong 1én. Ga hit sau vao.
Hai lan.

Lydia ciing khit khit miii ngti khong khi. C6 mui chua chua. Mat mot 1at
0 m6i nhan ra. Mui ammonia.

“Me kiép”, Garrett thi tham, mat m& to hoang hot. “Lam sao bon no tdi
day nhanh nhv thé dugc nhi?”

“Cai gi?”, Lydia hoi.

Garrett bat day. “Cai bay! Bon né vuéng cai bay! Mudi phit nita la bon
né tdi day! Lam thé quai nao bon né téi day nhanh nhw thé chit?” Ga ghé
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sat vao mat Lydia va c6 chwa bao gio trong thay trong mat ai noi tifc gian
lan cam thu 1én t6i mc dy. “May c6 danh dau duwong di khong? May co
nhan nhu gi bon né khong?”

Lydia co ram nguoi lai, chac chan rang Garrett sap stra giét chét c6. Ga
c6 vé hoan toan mat ty cha. “Khong! T6i thé! Toi xin thé!”

Garrett budc vé phia Lydia. C6 co rium nguoi lui lai, nhwng ga voi va di
qua c6. Ga phat dién 1én, cdi bé ma gan nhuw xé toac do so mi, quan dai, do
16t, bit tdt. Co nhin cham cham than hinh gay gudc cta ga, céi kia vira dyng
nguoc 1én bay gid chi hoi xiu xuéng. Tran trudng, gi chay t6i goc phong. O
d6é c6 mot s6 mén quan do khac dwgc gap lai, dat trén san. Ga mac ching
vao. X0 ca giay nita.

Lydia vuon dau lén, nhin ra bén ngoai ctra s6. Qua ctra s6, mui hda chat
dy dang soc vao. Vay cai bay cta Garrett khong phai la mot qua bom - ga
stt dung chinh ammonia lam vii khi, né da roi xuéng nguwoi doi tim kiém,
dot chdy da thit ho, lam mu mat ho.

Garrett tiép tuc noi bang giong gan nhu thi thao: “Tao phai t&i ché Mary
Beth.”

“Chan t6i khong thé di dugc”, Lydia nitc ng. “Cau sé lam gi t6i?”

Garrett rat t¥ ti quan ra con dao gap. Ga mé n6 kéu cach mot tiéng to.
Quay vé phia Lydia.

“Pung, dirng, xin dung...”

“May dau chan thé. Lam sao ma may theo kip tao.”

Lydia nhin cham cham lw6i dao. N6 6 ban va quan queo. Co thd gap
gap.

Garrett budc dén gan hon. Lydia bat khéc.

Lam sao bon ho t&i dady nhanh nhw thé? Garrett Hanlon lai ban khoan tw
héi trong liic voi va di tir ctta triede c6i xay ra cho con sudi, noi s¢ hai lam
tim ga nhdi 1én lién tuc chang khac gi da thit bi nhitng 14 s6i doc cham.

Chi mat may tiéng dong ho, bon ké thu cua ga da di dugc tir Bén tau
kénh Nudc den tdi coi xay nay. Ga kinh ngac, ga c twdng rang bon ho phai
mat it nhat mot ngay, c6 khi hai ngay mdi tim thdy dau vét ga. Ga trai nhin
vé phia 16i mon dan tir mé da tdi. Khong c6 bong dang ai ca. Ga queo theo
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hwéng ngwoc lai va bat dau tw tir budc xudi mot 16i mon khac - 16i mon nay
dan di xa khoi mé da.

Vwra bung mong tay tanh tach ga vira ty hoéi: Lam sao, lam sao, lam sao?

Thuw gian nao, Garrett t nht. Con khéi thoi gian. Sau khi chai ammonia
do xudng nhitng tang da, ddm canh sat sé di chuyén cham chap nhuw 1d bo
hung van cac cuc phan, vi phai lo lang dé phong cac cai bay khac. Chi vai
phut nita ga sé ¢ giita nhitng bai lay va bon ho sé khong thé nao dudi theo
gd. Tham chi néu cé cho6. Ga sé & bén canh Mary Beth sau tdm tiéng dong
ho. Ga...

Dbén day, Garrett dirng lai.

Bén 1é 16i mon la mot vé chai nhya dung nwéce. Trong y nhu ai dé vira
vut no ra day. Garrett khit khit mai danh hoi, nhdt cai vo chai lén, ngtri bén
trong. Ammonia!

Tam tri ga dot ngot xuat hién mot hinh dnh: mot con rudi vuwéng phai
mang nhén. Ga nghi: Me kiép! Bon ho Itra minh!

Mot giong phu nit quat: “Dwng nguyen do, Garrett”. Mot phu nit toc do
xinh dep mac quan bo va do phdong den buwdc ra khédi bui ram. Co ta cam
khau sting luc chia thing vao nguc gi. Anh mét c6 ta huéng dén con dao
trong tay ga, roi lai hwéng lén bo mat ga.

“Han ¢ day”, nguoi phu nit goi to. “T6i tom duwgc han r6i.” Tiép theo, cod
ta ha giong va nhin thang vao Garrett: “Hay lam nhu t6i bdo va cau sé
khong sao. To6i mudn cau quang con dao di, nam Gp mat xuéng dat.”

Nhung ga trai khong nam xudng.

Ga chi ditng im, dang long khong vung vé, ngén cai va ngoén tré ctia ban
tay trdi c* mé mai biing méng tanh tach. Ga tréng hét sitc sg hai, tuyét
vong.

Amelia Sachs liéc nhin Ian nita con dao 6 ban gi van cam chit. Ong
ngam khau Smith & Wesson cta c6 chwa rdi khoi nguc Garrett.

Mat c0 cay sé vi ammonia va mo hoi. C6 1ay ong tay 4o lau mat.

“Garrett...”, Sachs noi v@i giong diém tinh. “Hay nam xu6ng. Sé khong
c6 ai 1am hai cau néu cdu lam nhitng gi ching t6i bao.
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Sachs nghe thdy tiéng hét tr dang xa. “T6i tim thay Lydia r6i”, Ned
Spoto noi to. “Co dy 6n. Mary Beth khong cé & day.”

Lucy goi: “DPau, Amelia?”

“Trén 16i mon dan ra su6i”, Sachs hét. “Ném con dao ra kia, Garrett.
Ném xuong dat dy. Ro6i nam xuéng.”

Garrett than trong nhin Sachs cham cham. Da ga néi day cac vét dé, mat
w6t nhem.

“Nao, Garrett. Ching t6i day c6 bon nguwoi. Cau chang lam gi dugc
dau.”

“Lam sao?”, Garrett hoi. “Lam sao cac ngudi tim thay t6i?” Giogng ga
nghe nhu giong tré con, tré hon phan 16n nhitng thiéu nién mwoi sau tudi.

Tat nhién, Sachs khong cho Garrett biét rang nhd c6 Lincoln Rhyme ma
ho da phat hién ra cai bay va cai c6i xay. Ngay khi ho vira bat dau di xu6i
theo 16i mon @& giita, cho nga tw trong rirng, nha hinh sw hoc da goi dién cho
c0. Anh noi: “Mot nguoi ban thirc an chan nu6i ma Jim Bell hoi tham cho
biét dan viing nay khéng st dung ng6 lam thitc an chan nu6i. Anh ta bao né
c6 1€ 1a tr mGt cai c6i xay nao dé va Jim biét mot cai c6i xay bi bo hoang
nam ngodi da xdy ra hoa hoan. Diéu dy giai thich cho cac vét chdy sém.”

Bell cam dién thoai huéng dan doi tim kiém dwong dén cho coi xay. Roi
Rhyme lai cam dién thoai bo sung thém: “Anh ciing cé suy nghi vé chat
ammonia.”

Rhyme da doc may cuon sach ctia Garrett va phat hién ra mot doan dwoc
gach chan m6 ta viéc con trung st dung mui dé truyén di nhitng 16i canh
bao. Vi ammonia khong c6 trong cac loai chdt n6 duwgc ban trén thi treong,
vi du nhu loai ngwoi ta tirng dung pha da & mo da, anh di dén két luan rang
Garrett chac da dung mot cai bay ammonia v6i day bay lam bang day cau.
Bay dwoc thiét ké sao cho khi nguwoi dudi theo ga viedng phai sé danh do
ammonia, ga ngwi thady mui ma biét ho dang dén gan, do d6 c6 thé chay
tron.

Sau khi phat hién ra cai bay, tGi lwgt Sachs ndy ra y twéng triit ammonia
vao chai nwdc cta Ned, lang 1€ bao vay coi xay va twdi ammonia lén mat
dat bén ngoai coi xay dé xua ga trai.
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Va ga trai da bi ho xua ra that.

Nhuwng gd van khong thwe hién chi thi ctia Sachs. Garrett nhin xung
quanh, r6i sam soi vao gwrong mat c6, y nhu thé c6 gang doan dinh xem liéu
cd 6 thue sy sé siét co hay khong.

Ga gai m6t dam ban trén mat va lau mo6 hoi, réi nam nam lai con dao,
liéc trai liéc phai, anh mat day noi hoang mang, tuyét vong.

So lam ga hot hodng ma bo chay - hodc tdn cong minh - Sachs c6 gang
ndi v6i giong nhu giong mot ba me ép con ngu. “Garrett, hdy thyc hién diéu
toi yéu cau. Moi cai sé 6n. Chi can thuc hién diéu t6i yéu cau. Nao.”

Tttt

“Cau ban cht ha? Ban di”, Mason Germain thi thao.

Cach cho c6 a toc do ngudi New York dang d6i dau véi ké sat nhan gan
tram thwdc, Mason va Nathan & trén dinh mot qua doi troc.

Mason ditng. Con Nathan ndm sdp xudng madt dat néng bong. Anh ta ké
khau Ruger 1én may tang da xép thanh chong tham thap va tap trung diéu
hoa hoi théd, cai cach ma cac thg san nai, san ngong va san nguwdi von van
can lam trede khi ho nha dan.

“Nao”, Mason thic giuc. “Khong c6 gié. Tam ngam da ro rang thé. Ban
di!”

“Mason, thang nhai dang khong lam gi ca.”

Ho trong thay Lucy Kerr va Jesse Corn buwéc vao khoang dat trong cung
vdi toc do, cling chia thang hong sting vao ga trai. Nathan tiép tuc: “Tat ca
déu dang chia sting vao han va han thi chi c6 mo6i con dao. Mot con dao bé
ti teo. C6 vé nhu han sap stra viit no6 di.”

“Han sé khong vitt n6 di dau”, Mason Germain lau bau, s6t ruét chuyén
cai trong lwgng khiém ton cta co thé tw chan nay sang chan kia. “Toi da
bdo cau roi - han dang gia vo day. Han sé ha m6t ngudi trong s6 ho ngay
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khi ho lo 1a. Cai chét cia Ed Schaeffer doi véi cau chang cé y nghia gi a?
Steve Farr da goi dién thong bao tin buon nay cach day ntra tiéng dong ho.”

“Thoi nao, Mason. Chuyén ay ciing khién t6i dau long y nhw bat ci ai
khac. Nhung né chang lién quan gi t6i cac quy tac giao tranh. Vi lai, anh
nhin xem? Lucy va Jesse chi cach han khong day sau feet.”

“Cau sg sé ban phai ho? Béo me, cau c6 thé nham tring mot dong muoi
xu @ khodng cach nay ma, Nathan. Cau la tay sung thién nghé nhat. Ban di.
Béan di nao.”

“Toi...”

Mason dang quan sat cai v@ kich nho la lung dién ra & khoang dat trong.
Téc do ha sing xudng va budc vé phia tredec mot bwde. Garrett van cam
con dao. Pau ga lac qua lac lai.

Nguwdi phu nit bude thém mot bude vé phia ga.

O, nhv thé that c6 ich, ¢ & 0.

“Co ta 0 trong duvong dan cta cau a?”

“Khong. Nhung, y toi la...”, Nathan ndi, “chang ta tham chi khong nén
cO mat tai day.”

“Pay dau phai la van dé”, Mason 1am bam. “Chung ta dang & day. Toi
duwgc phép yém trg cho doi tim kiém va toi yéu cau cau ban. Cau thao chot
an toan chwa?”

“Théo r6i.”

“Thé thi ban di.”

Nathan nhin qua kinh ngam.

Mason quan sat nong khau Ruger duwgc gitt im phang phac, khi Nathan
nhap minh vao véi vii khi cia minh lam mdét. Mason tirng quan séat diéu nay
nhiéu lan - trong cac cudc di san cung nhitng ngwdi ban cé tinh than thé
thao hon han. N6 la mot cai gi dé bi hiém ma anh ta khong thau hiéu hoan
toan. Vi khi trong tay ta tré thanh mot phan con ngudi ta, r6i ngay sau day
n6 nha dan, gan nhw ty n6é nha dan vay.

Mason ch¢ dgi tiéng nd ctia khau sing treong.

Khong mot may gié. Mot muc tiéu ro rang. Mot khung canh ro rang.

Ban, ban, ban! La cau h6 tham trong tam tri Mason.
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Nhung thay cho tiéng n6é cua khau sting trrong, anh ta nghe thdy mot
tiéng thd dai. Nathan cti dau xudng. “Toi khong thé.

“Puwa t6i khau sting chét giam.”

“Khong, Mason. Thoi nao.”

Nhung anh mat vién canh sat cap cao hon khién tay thién xa im lang,
trao khau sing truong, lan sang bén.

“Bang dan c6 bao nhiéu vién?”, Mason quat.

“Toi...”

“Bang dan c6 bao nhiéu vién?”, Mason néi trong lic ndm sdp xudng va
gilt tw thé y nhw dong sy ctia minh mot khoanh khac tredce do.

“Nam. Nhung, Mason, t6i khong dinh da kich anh, nhung thuc té 1a anh
khong phdi tay sung truong ctr nhat thé gidi va cd ba nguwdi vo t0i & viung
dich, néu anh...” Nhung giong Nathan nhé di. Chi c6 mot cho cho cau tiép
theo va Nathan chang muon di cing cau nay tdi cai cho dé.

Piing, Mason biét, anh ta dau phai tay sting ctr nhat thé gi¢i. Nhung anh
ta da ha ca trdm con hwou. Va anh ta da dat diém cao trén truong ban cta
canh sat bang & Raleigh. Vi lai, ban tot hay d& thi Mason ciing biét rang
Thang Bo phai chét va phai chét ngay bay gio.

Anh ta ciling hit thé déu, cong ngon tay moc vao co sing. Va phat hién
ra Nathan da néi d6i. Han ta chwa hé thdo chét an toan. Mason titc t6i day
cai nut bam va lai bat dau diéu hoa hoi tho.

Hit vao, tho ra.

Mason dé kinh ngam thang mat thang nhai.

Toc do di chuyén dén gan Garrett hon va c6 mot lic vai co ta & trong
duong dan di.

Lay Chua t6i, c6 dang gay khé khan do, thwa c6. C6 ta chuyén dong vé
phia sau, roi khéi tdm ngam. Ro6i cai ¢6 0 ta lai hién ra gitta kinh ngam. C6
ta chuyén dong sang bén trai nhwng van gan nhu @ giita kinh ngam.

Hit tha, hit thé.

Mason, phét 10 thye té 1a ban tay minh dang run quéa mitc, tap trung vao
b mat noi day vét do cua muc tiéu.

Ha kinh ngam xu6ng nguc Garrett.
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N{it canh sat toc dé mot lan nita ¢ trong dwong dan di. Ro6i co ta lai twr tir
di chuyén ra phia ngoai.

Mason biét rang anh ta nén nhe nhang siét co. Nhung nhw van thwong
xuyén xdy ra trong cudc doi anh ta, noi titc t6i thao ting va gianh quyén
quyét dinh. Anh ta giat manh cai lay kim loai.
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CHUONG MUOI SAU

Sau lung Garrett, mot voc dat ban vot 1én khong trung va ga dap ban tay
vao tai, noi ga, cting giong nhw Sachs, da cam thdy mot vién dan bay veo
qua.

Mot tich tac sau, tiéng no cua sung doi khap khodng dat trong.

Sachs xoay mot vong. Qua viéc vién dan dén trwdc va qua tiéng sing no,
co biét phat ban khéng phai la tit Lucy hay Jesse ma tir khodng cach chirng
mot tram thwéc phia sau lung ho. Hai dong nghiép cia c6 cling dang
ngoanh nhin dang sau, sung gio 1én, c6 gang nhan ra ké vira siét co.

Khom ngwdi lai, Sachs liéc qua bd mat Garrett va co bat gap anh mat ga
- anh mat day boi r6i va kinh hoang. Trong khodnh khac, chi mot khoanh
khac hét strc ngan ngui, ga khéng phai ké giét nguwoi da danh v& so cau trai
tré, khong phéi ké cuwong dam da lam Mary Beth McConnell d6 mau r6i
xam pham than thé c6. Ga la mot thang bé dang hoang sg, rén ri: “Khong,
khong!”

“Ai thé?”, Lucy Kerr hoi to. “Culbeau a?” Ho nip vao may bui ram.

“Nup xuong di, Amelia”, Jesse goi. “Chiing ta khong biét ké nao d6 dinh
ban ai. Co thé la dong dang ctia Garrett, nham vao ching ta.”

Tuy nhién, Sachs khong nghi thé. Vién dan la nham va Garrett. C6 xem
xét k¥ lvdng may dinh doi xung quanh, tim kiém bong dang tay ban tia.

Mot phat sting nita n6 vang. Phat nay con cach xa muc tiéu hon ca phat
trwdc.

“Dic me 0i”, Jesse Corn ndi, nudt xuéng mot 10i bang bo rd rang la
khong binh thwong. “Nhin kia, trén kia kia - d6 la Mason! Va Nathan
Groomer. Trén cai go kia kia.”

“Germain a?”, Lucy héi giong lanh 1€o, nheo mat nhin. Co gian dit bam
nadt truyén trén may bd dam cua minh va hét to: “Mason, anh dang lam cai

https://thuviensach.vn



quai quy gi ¢ day vay? Anh c6 d6 ch®? Anh nghe thiy t6i chi?... Trung
tam. Truyén di, Trung tam. Chét tiét. Khong c6 séng.”

Sachs rut dién thoai di dong ra va goi cho Rhyme. Anh tra 10i sau mot
lat. Co nghe thay giong anh, vang vong, qua loa ngoai. “Sachs, em da...?”

“Bon em da bat dugc han, Rhyme. Nhung vién canh sat d6, Mason
Germain, anh ta ¢ trén mot qua doi bén canh day, nham ban han. Bon em
khong thé nao lién lac véi anh ta qua bd dam.”

“Khong, khong, khong, Sachs! Anh ta khong thé giét chét han dugc.
Anh da kiém tra do thodi bién ctia mau trén td khan gidy roi - cho dén dém
hom qua thi Mary Beth van con song! Néu Garrett chét, ching ta sé khong
bao gio tim ra co gai dau.”

Sachs hét to thong bao diéu nay cho Lucy, nhwng ngudi nit canh sat van
chang thé nao goi dugc Mason qua b dam.

Mot phat sting nita. M6t tang da v toac, hat bui vao nguwoi ho.

“Dirng lai!”, Garrett nitc ng. “Dtng, dirng... T6i s¢. Bat han dung lai
di!”

Sachs néi voi Rhyme: “Hoi Bell xem Mason c6 dién thoai di dong
khong, bao Bell goi cho anh ta, yéu cau anh ta ngtrng ban.”

“Puwoc roi, Sachs...”

Rhyme cup may.

Néu Garrett chét ching ta sé khong bao gio tim ra c6 gai dau...

Amelia Sachs di dén mot quyét dinh gdp gap, ném khau sing cta co
xuong dat, phia sau lwng minh, réi bwdc 1én phia trudc, doi dién véi Garrett,
cach ga chirng ntra buéc, chan gitta hong sing cia Mason va ga trai. Co
nghi: Trong luc ta thye hién hanh dong nay, Mason c6 thé da siét co va vién
dan, di nhanh hon tiéng sting no, co6 thé sé gam tring vao lung ta.

Co nin thé. Hinh dung rang c6 c6 thé cam thdy duwgc vién dan xuyén
thau minh.

Mot lat troi qua. Khong c6 phat sting nao ca.

“Garrett, cau phai bo con dao xuéng.”

“Cac nguoi da co giét toi! Cac nguwoi da lta t6i!”
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Sachs tu hoi liéu Garrett c6 dam cho c6 mot nhat khong - trong con gian
di* hay hoang sg. “Khong. Ching t6i khong lién quan gi dén viéc nay. Nhin
day, t6i dang ding trudc cau. Toi dang bao vé cau. Anh ta sé khong ban nita
dau.”

Garrett than trong sam soi mat Sachs bang cap mat giat giat.

Co tw hoi liéu Mason cé dang dgi co dich sang bén chi vira van da dé
anh ta dat kinh ngdm vao Garrett khong. Anh ta hién nhién la mot tay sing
toi va co twdng twong thay vién dan lam xwong song cd vd toac.

A, Rhyme 0i, Sachs nghi, anh dén day phau thuat dé c6 gang dugc giong
nhur em hon, nhung c6 thé chinh ngay hom nay em sé trd nén gidong nhw
anh hon ay chg...

Jesse Corn dang guong chan chay bat qua cac bui ram lén dinh doi,
khoat khoat hai canh tay va goi: “Mason, ngirng ban di! Ngirng ban!”

Garrett tiép tuc than trong nhin Sachs. R6i ga quang con dao sang bén va
bat dau mé mai biing mong tay tanh tach.

Trong lic Lucy chay t&i cong tay Garrett, Sachs quay vé phia qua doi
noi Mason da ké sing ban. Co trong thay anh ta dang ding, noéi chuyén
dién thoai. Anh ta nhin thang xuéng co, c6 vé vay, roi nhét dién thoai vao
tdi quan, bat dau di xudng doi.

“Anh da nghi cai quai quy gi thé ha?”, Sachs ndi xung 1én héi Mason.
Co di thang tdi trwdc anh ta. Ho ditng cach nhau khong day niva budc va co
cao hon anh ta chitng mot inch.

“DPé bao vé mong co day, thwa c6”, Mason dap mot cach ac nghiét. “Co
khong tinh c0 trong thay han c6 vii khi a?”

“Mason”, Jesse Corn no lyc xoa diu tinh hinh. “Cé ay da c6 gang lam
cho han binh tinh ma. C6 ay da bdo duwgc han vit vii khi di.”

Nhung Amelia Sachs khong can bat c ai phdi to ra che chd. Co ndi:
“T6i thye hién cong viéc bat gitt tdi pham nhiéu nam nay roi. Han chang
dinh tan cong t6i. M6i de doa duy nhat la tir anh. Anh da cé thé ban tring
mot trong hai ngwoi chung toi.”

“Q, v van.” Mason vuon dén sat Sachs va c6 ngti dwgc mui xa hwong
cua nudc thom sau khi cao rau anh ta xic c nhv twdi dam 1én minh.
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Co tranh khéi ddm mday mui, néi: “Va néu anh giét Garrett, Mary Beth
6 1é sé chét doi hodc chét ngat.”

“Co ta chét r6i”, Mason quat. “Co gai ay dang nam trong mot cai mo &
dau do6 va ching ta sé cha bao gio tim thdy xac co ta dwoc dau.”

“Lincoln da c6 bao cido xét nghiém mau cda c6 dy”, Sachs dap tra. “Cho
dén dém hom qua c6 dy van con soéng.”

Thong tin nay khién Mason im lang mdt 1at. R6i anh ta 1am bam: “Dém
hom qua dau phai la bay gio.”

“Thoi nao, Mason”, Jesse noi. “Van dé da duogc giai quyét.”

Nhung Mason chua tran tinh lai. Anh ta vung hai canh tay lén vo dui
den dét. Anh ta nhin thang vao Sachs: “T6i céc biét chiing t6i can co6 xudng
day lam cai me gi.”

“Mason”, Lucy Kerr xen vao. “Cham dit dwoc roi day. Khong nho ¢
ong Rhyme va Amelia & day thi ching ta da khong tim thdy Lydia. Ching
ta phdi cdm on ho. Cho qua viéc nay di.”

“Co ta moi la ké khong cho qua.”

“Khi nguoi nao day nham sung vao toi nguwoi dy nén cé 1y do that xac
dang”, Sachs néi giong déu déu. “Va hoan toan khong c6 1y do gi dé anh
ban ga trai d6 vi anh khong thé ty minh xét xt han dugc.”

“T6i lam c6ng viéc cda toi nhu thé nao khong muwgn ¢6 ban luan. Toi...”

“Pugc roi, chung ta chdm ditt viéc nay ¢ day”, Lucy néi. “Va hay quay
lai van phong. Ching ta van sé gidi quyét vu an theo gia dinh rang Mary
Beth chua chét va chiing ta phai tim ra c6 ay.”

“Nay”, Jesse Corn goi. “Co cai canh quat t6i.”

MGt chiéc trire thang tir trung tam y khoa do xudng khoang dat tréng gan
coi xay, cac nhan vién y té cang Lydia ra, c6 bi say nang nhe, con mat ca
chan thi trat khép nghiém trong. Thoat dau, c6 gai ¢ trong tinh trang cuéng
loan - Garrett da cam con dao budc tGi cho ¢6 va mac du héa ra ga sit dung
no6 chi dé cat bang dinh nhya dan miéng c6 lai, c6 van run nhu cay sdy. Co
cd gang tran tinh da dé néi véi moi nguwoi rang Mary Beth khong & gan coi
xay - Garrett da gidu co géi dau d6 gan bién, khu Bo Ngoai. C6 khong biét
chinh xac dia diém. Lucy va Mason c6 gang bat Garrett n6i - nhung ga c
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cam lang, hai ban tay bi cong dang sau lwng, dam dam nhin xuéng dat vé u
ra.

Lucy bao Mason: “Anh, Nathan va Jesse di b dwa Garrett sang duong
Easedale. Toi sé dé nghi Jim cho mot chiéc xe dén ddy. Cho lach Possum
phan nhanh. Amelia mu6n kham xét c6i xay. T6i sé ho trg c6 dy. Chirng nira
tiéng nita cling cho mét chiéc xe dén Easedale don chuing toi.”

Néu Mason mudn do mat thi Sachs rat vui long. Nhung anh ta da chuyén
su chu y sang Garrett, nhin ga trai dang sg sét tir dau t¢i chan nhw vién linh
gac quan sat mot ké t ti. Mason hat dau bao Nathan: “Di thoi. Cong khoa
chdt ché roi ch, Jesse?”

“Chat ché roi, tat nhién”, Jesse noi.

Sachs mirng vi c6 Jesse di cung dé Mason phai xit s cho diing myc. Co
tirng nghe nhitng cau chuyén vé tu nhan “trén chay” bi canh sat ap giai
danh. DBoi khi, r6t cudc la ho thiét mang.

Mason tho bao téom céanh tay Garrett, kéo ga di. Ga trai hwéng anh mat
tuyét vong sang Sachs. Roi Mason dan ga di xu6i theo 16i mon.

Sachs bao Jesse Corn: “Hay dé mat t&i Mason. Cac anh c6 1é sé can dén
su hgp tac cua Garrett dé tim ra Mary Beth. Va néu han qua sg hai hay tirc
gian, dirng mong han khai diéu gi.”

“Toi xin dam bao viéc nay, Amelia.” Mot cai nhin danh cho co. “That la
diing cam, viéc chi da lam dy. Buéc t6i tredc han. Phai t6i thi t6i khong
dam dau.”

“Cha”, Sachs dap, chang c6 tam trang tiép nhan thém bat ¢t s ham mo
nao. “Poi khi, ngwoi ta c@ hanh dong ma khong suy nghi gi.”

Jesse ho héi gat dau y nhu thé mudn cong cé céi gat dau dy vao 19i noi.
“0, nay, t6i da dinh héi - chi c6 biét hiéu khong?”

“Khong han.”

“Tot. Toi thich chi la “Amelia” th6i.”

Trong mot khodnh khac tic cwdi, c6 nghi Jesse da dinh hon c6 dé chic
mung cudc bat gilt. R6i anh ta xuat phat, dudi theo Mason, Nathan va
Garrett.
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Nguoi anh em, Amelia Sachs dang trong tam trang byc bdi vira nhin
Jesse quay lai vui vé vay tay v@i co vira nghi tham, cac canh sat ¢ day, mot
thi mu6n ban chét t6i, mot thi rap ranh dat cho tai nha tho va khach san.

Sachs than trong di theo duwdng ban cd bén trong coi xay - tap trung vao
can phong Garrett da gilt Lydia. Di tGi di lui, tttng budc mot.

Co biét ¢ day sé cé vai manh mo6i vé noi Mary Beth McConnell dang bi
giam gilt. Nhung doi khi moi lién hé gitta doi twgng va dia diém mong
manh t&i noi & mic do mat thwong khong trong thdy duwgc va Sachs ra soat
khap can phong, chang phat hién ra chitng cit gi hitu ich ca - chi c6 dat,
nhitng mau kim loai, nhitng mau go chay - dau vét cta cac birc twong bi sap
xuong trong vu héa hoan, thitc an, nwéc, cac gidy géi keo banh va bang
dinh nhya ma Garrett mang dén (tdt cad déu khong cé nhan ctra hiéu). Co
phat hién ra tdm ban do6 Ed Schaeffer toi nghiép da xem. N6 chi duwong
Garrett di t6i c6i xay nhung sau do thi khong cé cai dich nao dugc danh
dau.

Tuy nhién Sachs van ra soat lai lan thit hai. R6i mét lan nita. Phan vi
nhé 10i day cia Rhyme, phan vi day ciing chinh la ban tinh ctia c6. (Va
phan vi, c6 tw hoi, mot chién thuat tri hoan chang? Lam cho cudc hen cta
Rhyme vdi Tién si Weaver cang cham cang tot?)

Giong Lucy goi to: “T6i tim thay cai nay.”

Sachs da dé nghi nguwdi nit dong nghiép luc soat buéng nghién bot. Theo
nhw Lydia ké, thi dé 1a noi c6 c6 gang tron chay khéi Garrett, va Sachs lap
luan rang néu da co vat 1on thi c6 thé da c6 vat gi doé roi ra tir tii quan tudi ao
cta Garrett. Co da cho Lucy mot bai gidng cap tdc vé phuwong phép di theo
dwong ban cd nhitng thi phai tim kiém, cach thu nhat vat chirng.

“Xem day”, Lucy noéng nhiét n6i, bé cai hdp cac tong t6i chd Sachs.
“Phat hién ra nhitng th nay gidu dang sau thét c6i.”

Bén trong cai hop la mot déi giay cfi, mot do khoac ngan khéng tham
nwdc, mot la ban va mot ban do bo bién Bac Carolina. Sachs ciing dé y thay
vét cat trang bén trong doi giay va ¢ nép gap tam ban do.

Lucy dinh m@& tdm bén do ra.
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“Pirng”, Sachs noi. “Co thé sé c6 dau vét gi do bén trong. Dé dén khi
chiing ta quay lai cho Lincoln da.”

“Nhung biét dau han da danh dau noi giam gitt c6 gai.”

“C6 thé. Du sao thi ch6 danh dau van con do6 khi chiing ta quay lai la-b6.
Bay gid ma chung ta bi mat dau vét, ching ta sé bi mat vinh vién luén.” Ro6i
Sachs noi: “Chi tiép tuc luc soat bén trong nhé. T6i mudn kiém tra cai 16i
mon ma han dang di thi bi chiing ta chan lai. N6 dan vé phia con su6i. Co6
thé han gidu thuyén dang ay. C6 thé sé c6 mot tdm ban do nita hodc vat nao
day khac chang.”

Sachs roi khéi c6i xay va voi va budc vé phia con sudi. Khi di ngang
qua qua do6i noi Mason da ban xudng, c6 ré ngodt va phat hién ra hai ga dan
ong dang nhin c6 cham cham. Hai ga cam hai khau stng truong.

Oi, khdng. Khong phai 1a ho ch.

“Cha”, Rich Culbeau néi, gat mot con ru6i dau trén cai tran sam nang.
Ga hat dau va dudi toc tét day bong loang dung dwa nhuw dudi ngya.

“Cam on rat nhiéu, thwa c6”, ga kia cat giong thoang vé cham choc.

Sachs nhé ra tén ga: Harris Tomel - cai ga trong giong mot doanh nhan
mién Nam ciing nhw Culbeau trong giéng mot tay to 1ai.

“Khong c6 phan thwdng cho ching t6i”, Tomel tiép tuc. “Mat mot ngay
troi dai nang.”

Culbeau néi: “Thang nhai n6i vGi c6 Mary Beth ¢ dau chwa?”

“Viéc ay cac anh phai héi Canh sat trudng Bell”, Sachs tra 16i.

“Chung toi ¢t twdng han da néi.”

ROi Sachs ban khoan ty hoi: Lam sao hai gd nay phat hién ra céi c6i
xay? C6 thé hai ga da bam theo doi tim kiém, nhung ciing c6 thé hai ga da
c6 thong tin - cé thé tit Mason Germain, vGi hy vong c6 dugce sy ting ho nhé
nhoi cho chién dich ban tia vo ky luat.

“T6i da doan diang”, Culbeau tiép tuc.

“Cai gi?”, Sachs héi.

“Sue McConnell da tang phan thwdng 1én hai nghin”, ga nhtn vai.

Tomel no6i thém: “Miéng an dén miéng roi con dé roi mat.”
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“Xin 16i cac anh, t6i c6 viéc phai lam.” Sachs bat dau di qua hai ga, nghi
bung: Con ga thit ba ciia cai nhém nay dau? Ga gay gio xwong...

Mot am thanh Iwét nhanh phia sau Sachs va c6 cam thay khau sting luc
dwgc rut ra khoi bao. C6 xoay lai, khom ngudi trong lic khau sting mat hut
vao ban tay cta ga Sean O’Sarian day tan nhang, gady nhang. Ga nhtn nhay
lui ra xa c6, nhan nhd cuoi.

Culbeau lac dau: “Sean, thoi nao”.

Sachs chia ban tay ra: “Cho t0i xin lai”.

“Nghia ti thoi ma. Pep ddy. Harris day swu tam sting. Khau nay dep day,
phai khong, Harris?”

Tomel chang néi gi, chi thd dai va lau mo hoi trén tran.

“Anh dang ty chudc lay phién phirc ddy.”

Culbeau bao: “Tra cho co ta di, Sean. Khong phai tro nghich nggm cua
may dau.”

Ga gia vo dwa cho Sachs, chia bang stng ra trwdc, r6i nhan nhé cwoi va
rut tay lai. “Nay, cung, chinh xac thi c6 em tir dau dén? New York ha, anh
nghe néi thé. O do ra sao nhi? Mot noi hoang da, anh cudc 1a thé.”

“Pung lang phi thoi gian véi cai khau sting chét tiét ay nita”, Culbeau
lam bam. “Chung ta bi tudt mat khoan tién kia r6i. Hay chap nhan diéu do6
va quay lai thi trdn di.”

“Tra vii khi cho t6i”, Sachs 1am bam.

Nhuwng O’Sarian dang nhin nhay buwéc vong quanh, nham sing 1én céac
vom cdy y nhw thé mot thang nhéc muai tudi choi tro cong an bat ké cudp
vay. “Pang, pang...”

“Pugc roi, bo qua chuyén nay di.” Sachs nhin vai. “Du sao thi né ciing
chang phai cta t6i. Khi nao anh choi xong ctt viéc dem trd cho van phong
canh sat trudng.” C6 quay nguoi budc qua O’ Sarian.

“Nay”, ga noi, cau may that vong vi Sachs bé dé tro choi. “Co khong...”

Sachs né sang bén phdi O’Sarian, chii xuéng va nhanh chéng ditng
thang day dang sau ga, vong canh tay khéa lay c6 ga. Chi nira gidy, con dao
bam da duwogc rat khoi tdi quan co, lwdi dao md ra va miii dao dap dap vao
nhitng cai nét dé phia dugi cam ga.
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“Oi, lay Chta, cd dang 1am cai quai quy gi thé?”, O’Sarian thét 1én, roi
nhan ra rang khi n6i c6 hong ga bi an thém vao miii dao. Ga cam miéng.

“Pugc 16i, dugce roi.” Culbeau gio hai tay 1én. “Chung ta dirng...”

“Hay tha vii khi xuong dat”, Sachs néi. “Tat ca cac anh.”

“To6i chang lam gi ca”, Culbeau phan doi.

“Thwa co, co6 nghe nay”, Tomel ndi, cd gang lay giong biét diéu. “Chuing
t6i khong dinh gy ric réi. Ong ban ching t6i day...”

Miii dao choc vao céi cam 16m chdm rau cua O’Sarian.

“A 4, 1am di, 1am di!”, O’Sarian tuyét vong néi, hai ham rang nghién lai.
“Viit may khau sing chét giam xudng.”

Culbeau tha khau sting treong cia ga xuong dat. Tomel cling vay.

Trong Idc bi cai mui khong tdm goi boc ra tir co thé O’Sarian tan cong,
Sachs trugt ban tay doc theo canh tay ga, tich thu khau sing. Ga danh
budng tay. Co buéc lui lai, day O’Sarian mot cai, van chia khau sing ngan
vao ga.

“T6i chi dua thoi”, O’Sarian n6i. “T6i chi dua. T6i chang lam gi ca. Toi
chang c6 y gi cd. Hay bdo c6 ta la tao chang lam gi ca...”

“Chuyén gi xady ra thé nay?”, Lucy Kerr hoi, buwéc xudi theo 16i mon,
ban tay dat trén bang khau sting ngan.

Culbeau lac dau. “Sean gié tro ngu ngoc.”

“Nhitng cai tro sé khién anh ta mat mang c6 ngay”, Lucy noi

Sachs dong con dao bam bang mot tay va lai dit no6 vao tdi quan.

“Xem nay, toi bi cra ditt da. Xem nay, mau!” O’Sarian gio lén mot ngon
tay day mau.

“Chét tiét”, Tomel ndi vé sg sét, tuy Sachs chang biét ga dinh am chi
diéu gi.

Lucy nhin Sachs. “C6 muén x@ ly viéc nay nhu thé nao day?”

“Tam mot cai”, Sachs tra 10i.

Culbeau bat cuoi.

Sachs noi thém: “Chung ta khong co thoi gian ma lang phi v&i ho.”

Nguwdi nit canh sat hat dau bao may ga dan ong: “Day la hién truong vu
an. Cac anh khéng c6 co hoi gianh phan thwéng dau.” Co6 hat dau chi may
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khau sting truong. “Néu cac anh mudn san ban gi, hay di cho khac.”

“0, giong nhw dang mua sin bin ay nhi”, O’Sarian néi giong cham
choc, coi cau binh luan cta Lucy that ngé ngan. “Y i 13, rd khi.”

“Roi quay lai thi tran di - truéc khi cac anh redce thém rac réi cho cude
doi minh.”

May ga dan o6ng nhat sing 1én. Culbeau cti dau ndéi vao tai O’Sarian
nhitng 16i thi tham, t&c t6i. O’Sarian nhin vai, nhan nhé cudi. Trong
khoanh khac, Sachs nghi Culbeau sap stra danh ga.

Nhung réi ga dan o6ng to 16n dé da binh tinh lai va quay sang Lucy: “Céac
co tim thdy Mary Beth chwa?”

“Chwa. Nhung ching t6i da bat duwgc Garrett va han sé cho ching t6i
biét c6 ay dang & dau.”

Culbeau néi: “Gia ma ching toi c6 co hoi linh phan thuwéng, nhung t6i
cling mirng vi han da bi bat. Thang nhai ay la céi hoa.”

Khi bon ho di roi, Sachs hoi: “Chi phat hién dwgc gi & c6i xay khong?”

“Khong. Nén nghi t6i sé xuéng day ho trg co tim kiém con thuyén.”

Trong lic tiép tuc di xudi theo 16i mon, Sachs néi: “C6 mot viéc téi quén
mat. Chung ta phai ctt nguwoi quay lai cho cai bay kia - cai té ong bap cay ay
ma. Giét chét chung di va lap cai ho.”

“0, Jim da ctr Trey Williams, mot trong s6 cac canh sat cua chung t6i,
t¢i d6, mang theo hop xit ong bap cay va xéng. Nhung chang c6 con ong
nao. N6 la mot cai to ci.”

“Bo khong a?”

“Phai.”

Vay n6 hoan toan chang phai mot cai bay, chi la mot manh khée dé ghim
chan ho. Sachs cling nhé lai rang chai ammonia khong dwgc bé tri dé lam
hai ai ca. Garrett da c6 thé bo tri dé né dé xuéng nhitng ngudi dudi theo ga,
lam ho bi mu. Tuy nhién, ga da dat n6 trén mot vach da nho. Néu ho khong
phat hién ra sgi day cau va vueéng vao no, céi chai ciing sé do xuong nhirng
tang da - phia duéi muoi feet so véi 16i mon, canh bao Garrett bang mui
ammonia, nhung khong lam hai ai.

Sachs lai hinh dung ra cdp mat mé to, hot hodng cta Garrett.
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Té6i sg. Bdt hdn ngting bdn di.

Sachs nhan ra Lucy dang noi chuyén vai co.

“Xin 106i, chi bao gi co?”

Nguoi nit canh sat héi: “Co hoc dugc & dau cach st dung con dao ay?”
“Suw hoang da da day to6i day.”

“Sy hoang da u? O dau?”

“Mot noi dugce goi la Brooklyn”, Sachs dap.

Tttt

Cho doi.

Mary Beth McConnell ditng bén canh khung ctta s6 bui bam. C6 bitc boi
va xdy xam mat may - vi hoi néng ngot ngat trong cai noi dang giam giit co
va vi con khat chady c6. Khap ng6i nha nay, c6 khong tim dugc mot giot
chat 16ng nao dé uong. Li€c nhin qua 6 cira s6 phia sau, anh mat vwrot qua to
ong bap cay, co cé thé thiy cac vé chai nwdc nam trén mot dong rac. Ching
khiéu khich c6 va lam c6 khat thém. C6 biét minh khong song dwgc qua
mot hay hai ngay trong cai nong nhu thé nay ma khéng cé nwdc uéng.

Ong & dau? O dau? Co tham noi v6i nha truyén gido.

Néu qua thuc da xudt hién mot nguwoi dan 6ng & dang kia - va ong ta
chang phai la do tri twéng twong tuyét vong, bi con khat hanh ha ctia c6
sang tao ra.

Mary Beth dwa ngudi vao bic twong néng bong. Ty hoi lieu c6 co6 xiu di
khong. C6 gang nudt nhung trong miéng chang con chit nwdc bot nao.
Khong khi bao phtl mdt co, ngot ngat tira nhu len néng suc.

R6i Mary Beth gian dit nghi: Oi, Garrett... Tao da biét may s& gay ra tai
hoa. C6 nhé c6 cau tuc ngit xwa: Lam on mac oan.

Minh déang 1é khong nén ciu han... Nhung sao minh lai cé thé khong
dwgc? Sao ma minh lai c6 thé khong cttu han thoat khéi ddm nam sinh
trung hoc d6 duwgc? C6 nhd hom trong thdy bon cau nam sinh ditng nhin
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Garrett nam ngat trén phd Cay Thich dao nam ngodi. Mot cau cao 16n, cé
diéu cwoi nhéch mép khinh bi, ban cung ddi bong bau duc vai Billy Stail,
kéo khoa chi€c quan bo Guess!, 16i cdi cua cau ta ra va sap stta dai vao
Garrett. Co da lao téi quat mang cda bon, giat 1ay dién thoai di dong ctia mot
cau khac dé goi xe cdp cttu dwa Garrett di.

Tat nhién, minh phai lam thé.

Nhung mot khi minh cttu han réi, minh lai thudc vé han...

Thoat dau, sau vu tai nan, Mary Beth thich thd thay Garrett cit bam theo
c6 nhwr mot ké ham md bén 1én. Goi t6i nha dé ké cho ¢o6 nhirng tin tirc ga
nghe dugc, tang c6 nhitng mon qua (co ma qua gi ch, con bo canh cing
mau xanh 1a cay bong loang dung trong cai chuong bé ti, cac bitc vé vung
vé nhitng con nhén va nhitng con nhiéu chan, con chu6én chuén budc vao
sgi day - van con song!).

Nhung roi 6 bat dau nhan ra c6 ga ¢ gan qua thwong xuyén. Co nghe
dwgc tiéng budc chan diang sau lwng moi khi di bo tir xe vao nha, Iic dém
khuya. Trong thdy mot dang ngudi trén nhitng vom cay xung quanh nha co
& Bén tau kénh Nudc den. Nghe thdy céi giong cao, ky di 1am bam nhitng
10i ¢6 khong thé luan ra la gi, tw ndi hay hat véi chinh ga. Ga nhan ra co
gitta pho Chinh va di thang t&i, chuyén tré lan ma lan man, ldy mat thoi
gian quy bau cta co, khién c6 cang ngay cang khé chiu. Liéc nhin - ca
nguong ngung lan them muon - ngwe co6, chan co, toc co.

“Mary Beth, Mary Beth... chi c6 biét néu mot cai mang nhén ma gia du
nhw, chang khap thé gidi, trong lwgng ctia né ciling chwa day mot ounce
khong... Nay, Mary Beth, chi cé biét mang nhén la vat liéu bén hon thép
gap nam lan khéng? Va né dan hoi hon nilon? C6 mot s6 mang nhén rat hay
- ching giong nhw nhitng chiéc vong. Li ru6i nga lwng xudng do va khong
bao gio tinh day.”

(Co dang lé da phdi nhan ra, gio day c6 nhd lai, rang phan 16n nhitng
chuyén tam phao cta Garrett 1a vé nhén va cac con trung bay moi.)

Va béi vay co6 da sap xép lai cudc song hang ngay dé tranh dung phai ga,
di mua sam tai cac ctfa hiéu mdi, vé nha theo cac tuyén dwong khac véi
tredc day, lva chon cac 16i mon khac dé dap xe, leo nii.
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Nhwng roi xay ra mot viéc lam héng moi n6 liwc cia Mary Beth nham
gitt khoang cach vdi Garrett Hanlon: c6 ¢c6 mot kham pha. Va tinh co la
kham pha nay lai & trén bo song Paquenoke ngay tai trung tam Bén tau
kénh Nudc den - noi ga trai da xi lam lanh dia riéng cua minh. Tuy nhién,
kham pha nay quan trong téi noi tham chi ngay mét bang rugu 1au, chit ké
gi mot ga trai gay gio xwong bi am anh bdi 1i c6n trung, cling khong thé
khién co sg khong dén do.

Mary Beth chang biét vi sao mén lich st lai gdy cho c6 nhiéu hitng thu
thé. Nhung luon luén la nhw vay. Co nhé nhitng lan tGi khu di tich thudc dia
Williamsburg thué nhé. N6 chi cach Tanner’s Corner hai tiéng dong ho di 0
t0 va gia dinh c6 hay tGi d6. Mary Beth thudc cac con duwong gan thi tran ay
t6i mitc c6 biét ldc nao ho sap stta dén noi. R6i c6 nham mat va sau khi cha
c6 phanh chiéc Buick lai c6 bao me dat tay c6 vao cong vién dé trong do6 c6
c6 thé mdé mat, gia vo nhr minh dang thuc sy quay tré vé nudc My thoi
thudc dia.

Mary Beth cam thdy chinh niém phéan chdn nay - chi c6 diéu né 16n lao
hon gap tram lan - khi co6 buwdc doc theo hai bé song Paquenoke & khu vurc
Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den tuan trwdc, nhin xudng dat va nhan ra céi gi dé bi
vui lap mot niva trong bun lay. Cé quy thup xuéng, bat dau gat bun lay sang
bén vai sy than trong ctia nguwdi bac si phau thuat dang mo qua tim bénh tat.
Va, phai, ching day: cac di vat c6 - cac chitng c ma Mary Beth McConnell
da tuyét vong tim kiém va gio day khién c6 gai hai mwoi ba tudi phai sitng
s0. Cac chitng c& c6 thé chitng minh cho gia thuyét c6 dwa ra - né sé viét lai
lich st nwéc My.

Giong nhw tat ca moi ngwdi dan Bac Carolina - va giong nhu hau hét tré
em MY - Mary Beth McConnell titng hoc vé Thudc dia Roanoke Bién mat
trong cac gio hoc lich stt: Vao cudi thé ky XV, thyc dan Anh dat chan 1én
ddo Roanoke, nam giita viing ndi dia Bac Carolina va khu Bd Ngoai. Sau
mot thoi gian ti€p xtic hau nhw hoa hop giitta ngwoi Anh dén dinh cuw va
nguwoi My ban xit, cic mdi quan hé tr§ nén xau di. Mua dong dén gan va
nhitng nguwdi thye dan thiéu thitc an cling nhw cac do du trit khac, Thong
doc John White, ngudi sang 1ap thudc dia nay, dong buom tré vé Anh xin

https://thuviensach.vn



cttu trg. Nhung khi ong quay lai Roanoke, nhitng ngudi thie dan - hon mot
tram nguoi, cd dan 6ng, dan ba va tré em - da bién mat.

Manh moi duy nhat vé sy viéc xdy ra la tiv “Croatoan” dwgc khac trén vo
cdy gan noi ho dinh cu. Pay la tén tiéng Anh diéng cuia Hatteras, cach
Roanoke chitng nam muoi dam vé phia nam. Phan 1én cac s gia tin twong
rang nhitng nguwoi thwc dan da thiét mang ngoai khoi trén duwong dén
Hatteras hodc da bi giét chét khi dén noi, tuy khong c6 ghi chép nao cho
thay ho tirng cap bo vao day.

Mary Beth di dén tham dao Roanoke may lan, da xem budi trinh dién tai
hién tdn tham kich tai mot nha hat nhé ¢ dado. V& kich khién c6 xtc dong va
lanh toat ngwoi. Nhung c6 chwa bao gio suy nghi nhiéu vé cau chuyén ay
mai cho t&i khi c6 16n hon va vao treong Téng hop Bac Carolina, phan hiéu
Avery, ngi co da doc rat sau vé Thudc dia Bién mat. Mot khia canh cuia cau
chuyén goi 1én cac cdu héi chwa c6 cau trd 16i vé s6 phan nhitng ngudi thyc
dan lién quan dén mot co gai tén la Virginia Dare cung truyén thuyét Con
Nai Cai Long Trang.

D6 la mot cau chuyén ma Mary Beth McConnell - c6 gai con mot mang
chit dau 6c ndi loan va doc 1ap suy nghi - c6 thé hiéu duwgc. Virginia Dare
la di¥a tré ngwoi Anh dau tién chao doi & My. Co la chau gai Thong doc
White va la mét trong s6 nhitng ngudi thie dan bi bién mat. Theo cac sach
lich st, cd6 dugc cho la da thiét mang cung ho ¢ Hatteras hoac trén duong
dén Hatteras. Nhung khi Mary Beth tiép tuc tién hanh nghién cttu, c6 phat
hién ra rang chang bao lau sau s kién nhitng Nguwoi Thye Dan Bién Mat,
lic nguwdi Anh bat dau dinh cw dong hon & ving Duyén hdi mién Pong,
nhiéu truyén thuyét dia phwong vé Thudc dia Bién mat bat dau xuat hién.

Mot truyén thuyét cho rang nhitng nguwdi thuwe dan khong bi giét chét
ngay ma van séng sot va tiép tuc song lan giita nhitng bo lac ngwoi ban xi.
Viginia Dare 16n 1én thanh c6 thiéu nit xinh dep - da trang, téc vang, y chi
manh mé va doc 1ap. Mot thay lang dem long yéu c6 nhung co cu tuyét va
chang bao lau sau thi ¢6 bién mat. Thay lang kia khang dinh 6ng ta khong
ham hai c6, tuy nhién, vi c6 cy tuyét tinh yéu cua 6ng ta, ong ta da phu
phép cho c6 trd thanh con nai céi 16ng trang.
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Tat nhién, chang ai tin 10i 6ng ta, nhung chang bao lau sau ngudi ta bat
dau trong thay trong ving mot con nai céi 16ng trang dwong nhuw 1a thu linh
cla tat ca cac loai vat trong ring. B0 lac ay, khiép hai trudc sic manh 1o
rang ctia con nai cai, da t6 chitc mot cudc thi xem tay thg san nao ban dwoc
no.

Mot tay tho san tré diing cam da lan theo dugc diu vét cta con nai va da
ban di mii tén dau bit bac & khoang cach xa dén mic kho tin. Miii tén
xuyén vao nguc con nai va khi nam xudng trit hoi thé cudi cung, n6 ngwdc
nhin tay thg san bang cdap mat ngwoi that dang sg.

Anh ta lap bap hoéi: “Mi la ai?”

“Virginia Dare”, Con nai cai thi tham tra 161, roi tat tho.

Mary Beth quyét dinh xem xét cau chuyén Con Nai Cai Long Trang mot
cach nghiém tdc. Miét mai nhiéu ngay dém trong phong tai liéu lvu tri¥ @
DPai hoc Téng hop Bac Carolina, phan hiéu Chapel Hill, va & Pai hoc Téng
hgp Duke, doc cac cudn nhat ky cii tir thé ky XVI, XVII, c6 phat hién ra
hang loat nhitng tai liéu tham khdo vé “con nai cai 16ng trang” va “nhitng
con quai vat 16ng trang” bi an & ving dong bac Bac Carolina. Nhung nhitng
trvong hgp nguodi ta trong thdy ching khong phdi 1a & Roanoke hay &
Hatteras. Ma nhitng sinh vat nay dugc trong thdy doc theo “hai bd kénh
Nuwdc den noi séng Uon Khiic bat nguon tir dam lay Sau Tham chdy vé phia
tay.”

Mary Beth biét sttc manh cta truyén thuyét va bao gid cling c6 su thuc
trong tham chi 1a cac cau chuyén huyén hodc nhat. C6 1ap luan rang cé thé
Nhitng Nguwoi Thye Dan Bién Mat, s hai vi bi nhitng bd lac dia phwong tan
cong, da dé lai chit “Croatoan” nham danh lac hwéng ho, va chay tron
khong phdi vé phia nam ma la vé phia tay, noi ho dinh cuw doc theo hai bo
cda, phdi, cua séng Paquenoke uon khiic - gan Tanner’s Corner, & khu vic
bay gid’ dwoc goi 1a Bén tau kénh Nudc den. O dé, Nhitng Ngusi Thye Dan
Bién Mat cang ngay cang manh 1én khién nhitng nguwdi Anh diéng, sg hai
tredc moi de doa nay, da tdn cong va giét chét ho. Virginia Dare - Mary
Beth cho phép minh ti phong doan, dién giai truyén thuyét vé Con Nai Cai

https://thuviensach.vn



Long Trang - han la ngwoi dinh cw cudi cing song sot, da chién dau cho t6i
lic chét.

Cha, day la gia thuyét cta c6, nhung Mary Beth chwa bao gio tim thay
bt c& bang chitng nao ung hd n6. Cé danh cd ngay troi lang thang xung
quanh Bén tau kénh Nwéc den véi nhitng tdim ban do c6, c6 gang suy luan
chinh x4c dia diém nhitng ngudi thie dan han da cap bo va noi ho dinh cuw.
ROi cudi cung, tuan tredc, dang budc di doc bo song Paquo, c6 phat hién ra
nhitng chitng ct thudc vé Thudc Dia Bién Mat.

Mary Beth nhé noi khiép sg¢ ctia me khi c¢6 bao ba rang c6 sé tién hanh
cong viéc khao c6 tai Bén tau kénh Nuwoc den.

“Khong phai ¢ d6”, nguwoi phu nit c6 nwdc da trang béch noi gay gat, y
nhv thé chinh minh gdp nguy hiém. “Pé la noi Thang Bo chuyén giét
nguwoi. N6 sé phat hién ra may, no sé ham hai may.”

“‘Me”, Mary Beth gay gat dap trd. “Me cling gidong nhuv 1 khon nan &
trrong sudt ngay tréu choc han.”

“May lai n6i céi tv ay. Tao da bdo may dung néi co ma. Céi twv ‘khon
nan’ ay.”

“Me, thoi nao - me n6i nghe nhv mot tin dé phai Baptist khong khoan
nhuong, ngdi trén bang ghé lo u.” Y cd 1a hang ghé phia trudc trong nha
tho, noi an toa cia nhitng nguoi xi¢ dao dac biét hay ban khoan vé pham
hanh cta chinh minh, hoac - nhiéu kha nang hon - vé pham hanh cta nhitng
nguwoi khac.

“Ngay cai tén cling dang so 16i”, Sue McConnell 1am bam. “Nwéc den.”

Va Mary Beth gidi thich rang cé dén hang chuc kénh Nuéc den & Bac
Carolina. Bat cit con song nao bat nguon tr nhitng vung dam lay déu dugc
goi la song nuwdc den vi nwdc song tham mau do thyc vat muc nat lang
xudng. Song Paquenoke nhan nuwéc tir dam lay Sau Tham va céac bai lay
xung quanh.

Nhung thong tin nay khong khién cho ba me bét lo lang. “Me xin con,
con yéu, dirng di.” Roi nguwdi phu nit st dung dén bién phap goi mac cam
t0i 16i. “Bay gio bo mat roi, néu cé chuyén gi xdy ra v6i con thi me chang
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con ai nita... Me sé c6 doc mot minh. Me sé phai lam gi? Con khong muon
nhw thé chi, ha con?”

Nhwng Mary Beth, bi kich thich bai chat adrenaline von van luén luon
kich thich cac nha tham hiém va cac khoa hoc gia, da g6i ghém nhitng cai
choi, nhitng céi lo va tii dung cac thit thu thap dugc, cung véi xéng lam
vuon, roi budi sang hom qua, trong bau khong khi néng nyc, vang vot, am
wet, da xuat phat dé tiép tuc thye hién cong viéc khéo co.

Va da xdy ra chuyén gi? Mary Beth da bi Thang Bo tan cong, bat coc.
Me c6 da dy doan dung.

Bay gio, ngbi trong ngbi nha gd gdm ghiéc, nong nyc nay, phai chiu
dung cam giac dau dén, non nao, ntta nhw mé sang, c6 nghi vé me. Chong
chét vi bi ung thu sau mot thoi gian 6m yéu hao mon, cudc song ctia nguwoi
phu nit nay dang tan v&. Ba da tw bo ban be, cong viéc tinh nguyén tai bénh
vién, moi vé bé ngoai cda lé thoi va trang thai binh thwong. Mary Beth thay
minh bat dau dam nhiém vai tro cha me, trong khi me 6 thi trugt vao thé
gioi xem ti vi ban ngay va an vat. Béo lun, khong cam xuc, luc nao cting
thém thuong, ba chang khac nao mot dita tré dang thuwong.

Nhung mot trong nhitng diéu nguwoi cha titng day Mary Beth - bang ca
cudc doi 6ng lan cai chét khé nhoc - 1a nguwoi ta luén ludn lam cai ma nguoi
ta da dugc dinh huéng va khong thay doi con duong di vi bat cit ai. Mary
Beth khong bo hoc dé nhan mot cong viéc gan nha nhw me ¢6 nai ni. Co can
bang nhu cau dugc nwong tira ciia me vdi cac nhu cau ctia chinh ban than co
- lay bang ct* nhan va sang nam, khi hoc xong, sé tim kiém mot cong viéc
dé c6 thé thyc hién nhitng nghién citu dién da vé nhan ching hoc My. Néu
dwgc gan nha thi t6t. Nhung néu phdi tién hanh khai quat vé ngudi da dé &
Santa Fe, vé nguwoi Eskimo & Alaska, hay vé ngwoi My goéc Phi &
Manhattan, ¢6 ciing sé di ma khéng ngan ngai. C6 sé luon ludén & bén canh
me khi can thiét, nhung c6 con c6 ca cude doi cia chinh ban than c6 truée
mat.

Tru luc nay day, dang 1€ co dang phai dao bai va thu thap them ching cw
tai Bén tau kénh Nudc den, tham khao y kién cta gido vién huéng dan luan
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van tot nghiép, viét dé xuat, kiém tra vat da phat hién duwoc, thi c6 lai mac
ket trong cai 6 yéu duong - mot ga trai m@i 16n mac chitng tam than.

MGt con tuyét vong lan khap nguwoi co.

C0 cam thay nwdc mat (¥a ra.

Nhung r6i ¢6 chan ditng né lai.

Théi nao!... Hdy manh mé 1én. Hay la con gai cia bo, chién dau vai
bénh tat tirng gidy ting phat moi ngay, khong ngoi nghi. DBing 1a con gai
cua me.

Hay la Virginia Dare, nguwdi lam song lai Thudc Bia Bién Mat.

Hay la Con Nai Céi Long Trang, nit chia cta tat ca cac loai vat trong
rung.

Va r6i, ding lic Mary Beth dang nghi t&i bitc tranh minh hoa con nai cai
dwong bé trong mot cudn sach tdp hgp nhitng truyén thuyét ving Bac
Carolina, mot sy chuyén dong nita vut xuat hién & bia ring. Nha truyén
gido budc ra khoi cay coi ram rap, vai deo chiéc ba 16 16n.

Ong ta c6 thyc!

Mary Beth vé lay chiéc lo ma Garrett dung con bo canh cing trong
giong mot con khing long, ném manh vao kinh ctra s6. Chiéc lo bay qua
kinh va v@ tan tréc nhitng chan song sat lap phia ngoai.

“Cttu toi vGi!”, Mary Beth hét 1én, giong hau nhw khong nghe thay dwoc
vi c6 hong c6 da kho rang ro6i. “Ciu vai!”

Cach day gan mot trdm thudc, ngudi dan 6ng dirng budc. Ong ta nhin
xung quanh.

“Lam on! Cttu toi voi!” Mot cau rén 11 kéo dai.

Ong ta ngoai nhin ding sau. R6i budc di vao rirng.

Mary Beth hit sdu mot hoi va c¢6 gang goi lan nita, nhung c6 hong co6
nghen lai. C6 cdm thdy nghet thé, nho ra it mau.

Va & phia bén kia canh dong cé, nha truyén gido tiép tuc budc vao rirng.
MGt lat sau, béng ong ta khuat han.

Mary Beth ndng né budng ngudi xudng chiéc di vang méc meo va tuyét
vong dwa dau vao tuwong. Co6 dot ngot nguwdce nhin, co lai bat gap sy di dong
nao day. N6 & gan thoi - trong ngoi nha go nay. Con bo canh citng trong
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chiéc lo - con khung long ba sirng ti hon - van s6ng so6t sau ci chan dong vi
mat nha. Mary Beth quan sat n6 ngoan cuwong bo 1én mép miéng thiy tinh
v0, x0e mot doi canh, roi xoe mét doi canh nita, doi canh nay rung mao di va
nhac né roi khéi bau ctra so, bay ra bau troi tuw do.
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CHUONG MUQI BAY

Chung t6i da bat dugc han”, Rhyme néi v6i Jim Bell va cau em ré anh ta,
canh sat Steve Farr. “Amelia va t6i. Day la diéu da dugc thoa thuan. Bay
gio thi chung t6i phdi quay lai Avery.”

“Cha, Lincoln”, Bell t€ nhi mao dau. “Chi c6 diéu Garrett chang chiu
khai gi. Han chang chiu cho chiing t6i biét noi dang giittr Mary Beth.”

Ben Kerr ngap ngirng ditng gan do, bén canh dwong do thi nhap nho nhw
nui doi, 1ap 16e sang trén man hinh may vi tinh néi v6i may tach hgp chat.
Su do dv ban dau da bién mat va bay gi¢ anh ta xem chitng nudi ti€c khi két
thuc nhiém vu. Amelia Sachs cling dang & trong la-b6. Mason khong c6
mat, nhuw thé 1a khén ngoan - Rhyme dang dién tiét vi anh ta ddm de doa
tinh mang Sachs bang nhitng phat ban tia vao c6i xay. Bell gian dit ra I1énh
cho anh ta tam thoi khong tham gia giai quyét vu an.

“T6i hiéu.” Rhyme gat phat, dap lai y ngdm ngam dé nghi dugc gitp do
thém cua Bell. “Nhung c6 géi khéng & trong hoan canh nguy ngap cap
bach.” Lydia da thong bao rang Mary Beth van con song va da néi khai quat
dia diém giam gitr c6. Mot cudc tim kiém tap trung khu Bo Ngoai sé co thé
tim thdy c6 sau vai ngay. Va bay gio thi Rhyme da san sang cho ca phau
thuat. Gitta tit cad cac sy viéc, anh bam 14y cai diém ky la bao truéc may
man - do la lic Henry Davett tho 16 tranh ludn v&i anh, va anh mat twra thép
nung do ctia nguwoi dan ong nay. Hinh anh cua vi thwong nhan thic giuc anh
quay lai bénh vién, hoan thanh cac xét nghiém va nam xuéng dudi lwdi dao
mo. Anh liéc nhin Ben va sap stta yéu cau anh ta thu don thiét bi kham
nghiém thi Sachs ti€p tuc muc tiéu cua Bell: “Bon em tim thdy mot so
chitng cit & cho c6i xay, Rhyme. Thuc ra nguwdi tim thdy la Lucy. Nhitng
chitng ct hitu ich.”
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Rhyme noi gat gong: “Néu day la nhitng ching ¢ hitu ich, mot ngudoi
khac sé xac dinh duwgc ching dan dén dau.”

“Xin anh hay nghe, Lincoln.” Bell lai mao dau bang céi chat giong vung
Carolina khong nang lam. “T6i khong c6 y ép anh nhung xung quanh day
anh la nguwdi duy nhat c6 kinh nghiém giai quyét nhitng vu trong an nhw thé
nay. Chang han, chiing t6i c6 c6 gang cling chang hiéu cai 4y n6 néi mo té
gi.” Anh ta hat dau chi chiéc may tach hgp chat. “Hay cuc dat nay hay dau
chan kia c6 y nghia ra sao.”

Co co dau vao cai goi twa dau cua chiéc Storm Arrow, Rhyme li€c nhin
guwong mat day cau khan ctia Sachs. Thé dai, cudi cung anh hoi: “Garrett
khong noi gi a?”

“Han c6 n6i”, Farr tra 10i, giat mot bén tai to nhw 14 co. “Nhuwng han phu
nhan viéc giét Billy va bdo rang han dwa Mary Beth di khoi Bén tau kénh
Nuéc den vi muon tot cho chinh c6 gai. Thé day. Han sé chang chiu khai
noi dang gitt co gai dau.”

Sachs noi: “Rhyme, vGi cai ndng nhw thé nay, c6 ay co6 thé chét khat.”

“Hodc chét do6i”, Farr néu y kién.

Oi, vi Chda...

“Thom”, Rhyme quat. “Goi cho Tién si Weaver. Bdo toi sé & day thém
mot chut nita. Nhan manh vao tit mot chat.”

“Chung t6i cling chi dé nghi cé vay, Lincoln”, Bell n6i, vé nhe nhom
hién trén khuon mat day nép nhan. “Mat hodc hai tiéng dong ho. Chung toi
chac chan rat biét on anh - ching t6i sé coi anh la céng dan danh dy cda
Tanner’s Corner”, vién canh sat tredng noi dua. “Chung toi sé trao cho anh
chia khéa m@ ctra thi tran.”

Chang qua la dé m& canh ctra kia va bién khéi day nhanh chéng hon.
Rhyme hoai nghi nha tham. Anh héi Bell: “Lydia dau?”

“Trong bénh vién.”

“Co ta on chi?”

“Khong c6 gi nghiém trong. Ho gitt ¢o ay lai mot ngay dé theo doi.”

“C0 ta no6i thé nao - chinh xac?”, Rhyme dwa ra ménh lénh.
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Sachs tra 10i: “Co dy ndi Garrett bao dang gittr Mary Beth tai mot cho &
vé phia dong, gan bién. Khu B& Ngoai. Han cling bdo han khong thuc sy
bat coc cb gai. Co gai tw nguyén di theo. Han chi dang canh chitng cho c6
va c6 san long ¢ d6. Lydia con néi ching ta bat dwgc Garrett trong lic han
hoan toan mat canh gidc. Han chang nghi ching ta lai t&i c6i xay nhanh dén
thé. Khi ngtti thdy mui ammonia, han hodng hét, thay quan o, bit miéng co
ay r6i chay ra ngoai.”

“Puogc roi... Ben, ching ta c6 mot so thit dé xem xét.”

Nha dong vat hoc gat dau, lai x6 doi gang tay cao su vao - chang can
Rhyme phai yéu cau, nha hinh sy hoc tham nhan xét nhw vay.

Rhyme hoi t6i cho thitc an va nwdc uong tim thdy tai coi xay. Ben gio
ching 1én. Nha hinh sy hoc nhan xét “Khdng nhan ctta hiéu. Giong nhw
nhitng th khac sé khong hitu ich gi cho ching ta. Xem c6 cai gi bam vao
madt dinh cua bang dinh nhya khong.”

Sachs va Ben khom lwng tim kiém mudi phit véi mot chiéc kinh lup
cam tay. Co giat ra cac manh go va Ben lai bé kinh hién vi cho Rhyme soi.
Nhung duéi thau kinh hién vi, ro rang la ching phu hop véi go & coi xay.
“Chang c6 gi cad”, co noi.

ROi Ben cam Ién tdm ban d6 quan Paquenoke. N6 dugc danh dau bang
cac dau nhan (X) va miii tén, thé hién 16i Garrett da di tir Bén tau kénh
Nuéc den dén c6i xay. Cling khong cé nhan gia.

Va khoéng chi ra noi ga sé di sau khi roi khéi coi xay.

Rhyme hoi Bell: “Cac vi c6 ESDA chi?”

“Cé cai gi ca?”

“Thiét bi phat hién dau vét bang tinh dién.”

“Tham chi khong biét cai do la cai gi.”

“Pé nhan ra nhitng nét bit han trén gidy. Néu Garrett da viét 1én mot to
gidy ké bén trén tdm ban do, tén mat thi trdn hodc mot dia chi, ching ta sé
doc duogc.”

“Cha, chung t6i khong c6 thiét bi ay. Hay dé t6i goi cho canh sat bang?”

“Thoi, chang can. Ben, hay chiéu dén pin theo mot géc thap 1én tdm ban
do. Xem c6 nét han nao khong.”
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Ben thyc hién va mac du ra soat tirng ly tirng ti ho cling khong phat hién
ra nét chit hay nét danh dau nao.

Rhyme yéu cau Ben kiém tra tdim ban do th hai, tdm ban do Lucy tim
thay tai coi xay. “Hay xem c6 dau vét gi & cac mép gap khong. Phiéu dat
mua tap chi thi nho qua. Gili n6 ra mot to bao vay.”

Nhiéu cét roi xuong. Rhyme ngay 1ap titc thay day thuc t€ la cat ven
bién, loai cat c6 ¢ khu B& Ngoai - cac hat cét trong su6t chit khong mo duc
nhuw cat dat lién.

“Hay chay mot mau qua may tach hgp chat. Xem cé dau vét gi hitu ich
khong.”

Ben khéi dong cai may kéu am am.

Trong lic chd doi két qud, anh ta trdi tdm ban do ra ban Bell, Ben va
Rhyme xem xét n6 can than. N6 thé hién dai bo bién mién dong nwéc My
vOi cac tuyén duong hang hai tir Norfolk Virginia va Hampton Roads xudi
xuong tan Nam Carolina. Ho xem xét tirng ly tirng ti, nhung Garrett chang
khoanh tron hay danh diu bét ci¢ dia diém nao.

Tat nhién la khong, Rhyme nghi tham, khong bao gio lai dé dang nhw
thé. Ho cling chiéu den pin 1én tdm ban do6 nay. Tuy nhién khong phat hién
ra nét but han nao ca.

Két qua tir may tach hgp chat 16e sang trén man hinh. Rhyme liéc nhanh
qua né. “Chang giip ich may. Natri clorua - mudi an thong thwong - cing
v&i mubi, cac chat hitu co. Tat ca déu lién quan dén nwdc bién. Nhuwng hau
nhw khong cé dau vét gi khac. Chang gitip ich may cho ching ta trong viéc
lién hé cho cat nay v6i mot dia diém cu thé.” Rhyme hat dau chi doi giay dé
trong hop cung vGi tdm ban do. Anh héi Ben: “Xem c6 dau vét gi khac &
doi giay khong?”

Chang thanh nién xem xét ching can than, tham chi thao ca day giay ra -
dang lic Rhyme dang dinh bao anh ta. Cau chang nay c6 kha nang tr@
thanh mot nha hinh sy hoc giéi day, Rhyme ty nha tham. Cau ta khong nén
lang phi tai nang cho nhitng con ca bi loan than kinh.

Doi giay cii ky hiéu Nikes - la loai giay pho bién t6i noi khong thé nao
lan ra ctra hang ma Garrett da mua no.
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“Vét 1a kho, trong co vé thé. L4 thich hodc 14 s6i. Néu tdi bat budc phai
phong doan.”

Rhyme gat dau. “Con gi khac trong hdp khong?”

“Khong.”

Rhyme ngéang nhin cdc bang chitng ¢ trude. Anh mét anh ding lai &
chat camphene.

“Sachs, trong c6i xay, c6 nhitng cai dén dot co treo trén twong khong?
Hodc la den 16ng?”

“Khong”, Sachs tra 10i. “Khong c6.”

“Em c6 chac chan khong?”, Rhyme coc can gang. “Hay em hoan toan
khong cha y?”

Sachs khoanh tay truéc nguc, néi giong déu déu: “San lat gach hai muoi
1am3!! mau nau dé sdm, twong 1a vach trat vita. Mot biic c6 dong chir
graffiti bang son phun mau xanh da trdi: “Josh va Brittany, yéu nhau mai
mai”, t “love” (yéu) duwgc viét thanh L-U-V. Cé mot chiéc ban kiéu
Shaker, bi nit ¢ gitta va son mau den, ba chai nwdc hiéu Deer Park, mot
phong keo sdcdla nhan bo lac hiéu Reese’s, nam tui Doritos, hai tdi khoai
tay chién Cape Cod, sau lon Pepsi, bon lon Coke, tdam phong bich quy bo
lac v6i phé mat hiéu Planters. C6 hai ctta s6. Mot bit van. Mot khong bit
van thi chi con mot tdm kinh lanh 1an - cac tdim khac da bi dap vo - va tat ca
cac qua dam ctra, cac chot cai ctra s6 déu da bi danh cap. C6 cac cong tac
dién kiéu cii gan trén twong. Va, phai, em chac chan rang khong c6 cai déen
dot c6 nao ca.”

“Ai cha, ong thua chi 4y roi, Lincoln”, Ben vira néi vira cudi to.

Veé phe v6i Sachs, chang thanh nién nhan dugc cai quac mat cia Rhyme.
Nha hinh sy hoc lai dam dam nhin bang chitng c r6i lac dau, bao Bell:
“T6i xin 16i, Jim, t6i chang thé n6i dugc gi hon ngoai viéc c6 gai co 1€ dang
bi gilt trong mdt ngdi nha khong cach xa bién nhung - néu nhitng loai cay
thay 14 moc gan dé - n6 khéng & sat bién. Vi s6i va thich khéng c6 ¢ viing
cat. Va dé la mdt ngoi nha cb - vi c6 dén dot bang camphene. Tt thé ky
XIX. Toi e rang toi chi néi dugc vay thoi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Bell nhin tdim ban do6 b bién mién Pong, lac dau. “Cha, t6i sé noi
chuyén lai v6i Garrett, xem han c6 chiu hgp tac khong. Néu khong, t6i sé
goi cho uy vién cong t6 va tinh t6i mot théa thuan diéu dinh nhan toi dé doi
lay thong tin. Trong treong hgp xdu nhat, toi sé tién hanh luc soat khu Bo
Ngoai. Toi phdi noi v6i anh Lincoln, anh la an nhan ctu mang. T6i khong
thé cdm on anh cho da dwgc. Anh con & diy mot lat nita chiy?”

“Chi du dé bao Ben cach thu don cac thiét bi thoi.”

Rhyme ty nhién lai nghi t6i biéu twgng may man ctia minh, Henry
Davett. Nhung anh ngac nhién thay sy phan chan vi nhiém vu da két thic bi
lan 4t bai noi that vong khi cau tra 10i cudi cung cho bai toan tim kiém
Mary Beth McConnell van tron tranh anh. Tuy nhién, nhw vg cii anh tirng
n6i moi lan anh bwdc ra khéi cira can ho cta hai ngudi lic mot hay hai gio
sang dé di kham nghiém hién trong mot vu an, “anh khong thé citu vét ca
thé gigi”. “Toi chic anh may man, Jim.”

Sachs bao Bell: “Anh khong cam thay phién néu t6i di cung anh ch&? Di
gap Garrett?”

“Xin c ty nhién”, vién canh sat truéng dap. Anh ta xem chitng mudn
néi thém diéu gi - c6 thé 1a vé viéc cai duyén dang cta nit gidi sé gitp ho
khai thac théng tin ti* ga trai. Nhung réi anh ta ro rang la - va Rhyme ty nha
tham, nhu thé 1a khén ngoan - da suy nghi lai.

“Chung ta bat tay vao viéc nao, Ben”, Rhyme noi. Anh lan xe dén cho
chiéc ban dat cac 6ng nghiém thit ty trong. “Bay gio thi hay lang nghe cho
can than nay. Dung cu ctia mot nha hinh sw hoc ciling giong nhu vii khi ctia
mot si quan tac chién vay. Chung phai dugc géi ghém va bdo quan ding
cach. Cau doi x vdi ching nhu thé tinh mang mot ngwdi nao do sé phu
thudc vao chung vi, tin toi di, sé ding la nhu thé ddy. Cau c6 nghe khong
day, Ben?”

“Toi dang nghe day a.”
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CHUONG MUCGI TAM

Khu tam giam cta Tanner’s Corner cach van phong canh sat truong hai
khoi pho dai.

Sachs va Bell buéc doc theo via hé néng bong dé dén day. Hai ga say
rirgu 6m yéu ho trong thay khi mdi t6i van con & khu trung tam, ngoi trén
chiéc ghé bang, cam lang. Mot phu nit gay gio xuwong, toc chai 6m sat 1ay
dau, do chiéc Mercedes vao day do xe trong khong, tréo ra khdi xe va budc
vao tiém lam moéng. Chiéc xe hao nhoang xem chirng hoan toan lac 10ng
trong thi trdn nho nay. Chang con ai ngoai phd. Sachs dé y thay dam bay co
s& kinh doanh tirng hoat dong. M6t trong s6 do tirng la ctra hiéu ban do
choi. M6t manocanh tré con mac bd do ni da bi &nh nang lam cho bac mau
nam trong khung ctta s6. Co lai nghi, tré con & dau hét r6i?

Ro6i Sachs trong sang bén kia dwong va bat gap mét bd mat dang quan
sat o6 tir can phong t6i mo mo cia quan bar Eddie. C6 nheo mat. “Ba céi ga
kia kia?”, co hat dau noi.

Bell nhin. “Culbeau va cac chién hitu ctia anh ta ay a?”

“Vang. May ga thich gy chuyén. May ga da lay khau sting t6i dang deo
trén ngwdi”, Sachs noi. “Mot ga trong so dé. O’Sarian.”

Vién canh sat tredng cau may. “Sy viéc nhw thé nao r6i?”

“T6i da lay lai”, Sachs tra 10i ngan gon.

“Chi c6 muon t6i dwa anh ta vé don khong?”

“Khong. C6 diéu t6i nghi la anh nén biét: may ga khoé chiu vi bi tudt mat
phan thwdng. Tuy nhién, néu anh hoi t6i, t6i sé néi rang con hon thé nita
kia. M4y ga dang tim co hoi tan cong thang nhai.”

“Bon ho va tit ca nhitng ngudi con lai cuda thi tran.”

Sachs néi: “Nhung tat cd nhitng nguwdi con lai cta thi tran khong vac
nhitng khau ling di nap dan di lung tung.”
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Bell tim tim cudi. “O, di sau thi cling khong phai tat ca nhitng ngudi
con lai.”

“T6i cling hoi to mo muon biét lam sao ma may ga tinh cd mo dén dugc
cho coi xay.”

Vién canh sat truong suy nghi mot lat. “Chi cho la Mason?”

“Vang”, Sachs dap.

“Gid ma tuan nay anh ta di nghi. Nhung chang mong hong gi dugc
chuyén dé. Cha, ching ta tdi noi réi. Khong giong mot nha tu lam. Nhung
né lam viéc hiéu qua day.”

Ho buéc vao toa nha mot tang xay bang nhitng khoi bé tong. Chi€c may
diéu hoa nhiét do kéu i1 gilt cho can phong mat mé dé chiu. Bell bao Sachs
bd suing vao két sat. Anh ta cling lam thé va ho buwdc vao phong tham van.
Anh ta dong canh ctra lai.

Mac b do ni mau xanh da trdi dugc phat, Garrett Hanlon ngoi bén chiéc
ban bang go ép cong nghiép, doi dién vGi Jesse Corn. Vién canh sat mim
cwoi chao Sachs va co6 dap lai bang nu cuwoi dé dat hon. Ro6i c6 nhin ga trai
va lai bi dn twgng vi ga tréng maéi buon ba, tuyét vong lam sao.

T6i s¢. Bat han ngirng ban di!

Trén madt va canh tay Garrett c6 nhitng vét lan ma lic truéc chua co.
Sachs hoi: “Da dé cau bi lam sao vay?”.

Garrett nhin xuéng canh tay va ngwong ngap gai gai. “Do 14 s6i doc”, ga
lam bam.

Bell néi giong ti t&: “Cau da nghe cac quyén cua cau roi, phai khong?
Canh sat Kerr da doc cau nghe chwa?”

“Ro6i.”

“Va cau hiéu cac quyén d6?”

“T6i nghi thé.”

“Luat sv dang trén duong t6i day. Ong Fredericks. Ong dy vira roi khéi
mot cudc hop & Elizabeth City va 6ng ay sé s6m c6 mat. Cau khong phai
néi gi cho téi ldc o6ng dy tGi. Cau hiéu diéu dy chi?”

Ga trai gat dau.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sachs liéc nhin tdim guwong mot chiéu. Ban khoan ty héi ai dang & phia
bén kia cta tam guong, diéu khién may quay video.

“Nhung ching t6i hy vong cau sé tro chuyén, Garrett”, Bell ti€p tuc.
“Chang t6i mudén hoi cau mot sé viéc thye sy quan trong. Thit nhat, c6
diung nhuw thé khong? Mary Beth van con song?”

“Chac chan c6 dy van con soéng.”

“Cau da cuong hiép c6 ay?”

“Noi chung, toi khong bao gio lam cai viéc do”, ga trai tra 10i, trong
khoanh khac vé thong thiét nhwong cho cho vé phan ng.

“Nhung cau da bat céc co ay”, Bell ndi.

“Khong han.”

“Khong han?”

“Co dy, noi chung, khéng hiéu rang Bén tau kénh Nudc den la chon
nguy hiém. T6i bat budc phdi dwa co dy di, néu khong co dy sé khong an
toan. Vay thoi. T6i da cttu c6 ay. N6i chung, doi khi minh phdi bat budc
mot nguwoi nao d6 lam nhitng viéc ma nguoi ta khong mudn. Vi 1gi ich cua
chinh ban than ngudi ta. Va roi thi 6ng biét day, nguoi ta sé hiéu.”

“Co6 ay dang & cho nao d6 gan bai bién, ding khong? Khu Bo Ngoai,
diang khong?”

Nghe diéu nay, Garrett chép mat, cap mat dé ké nhiu lai. Ga nhan ra
rang ho da tim thdy tdm béan do va da trao doi vGi Lydia. Ga nhin xuéng mat
ban go6 ép. Khong tra 10i gi ca.

“Chinh xac thi c6 ay ¢ dau, Garrett?”

“Toi khong noi cho ong dugc.”

“Con trai, cau dang gap rac r6i nghiém trong. Cau dang phai doi dién
vOi toi giét ngwoi day.”

“Toi khong giét Billy.”

“Lam sao cau biét tdi dang dinh ndi tdi Billy?”, Bell hoi ngay. Jesse
Corn nhwén mdt bén 16ng may véi Sachs, kham phuc sy nhanh tri cia sép
minh.

Garrett biing méng tay. “Ca thé gidi biét Billy bi giét.” Anh mit 140 lién
cua ga dao xung quanh can phong, lién tuc dung lai @ Amelia Sachs. Co chi
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chiu dung dwgc anh mat van nai nay mot lat réi phai nhin di cho khac.

“Chung t6i c6 dau van tay cda cau trén chiéc xéng da giét chét Billy.”

“Chiéc xéng? Cai da giét chét Billy ay a?”

“Phai.”

Garrett dwong nhw hinh dung lai viéc da xdy ra. “T6i nhd da nhin thay
né nam duwdi dat. Téi nghi co 1€ 1a toi da cam no 1én.”

“Tal sa0?”

“T6i khong biét. Luc ay toi khong nghi gi ca. T6i cam thay that dang sg.
Khi nhin thay Billy ndam do, néi chung, toan mau la mau.”

“0, cau c6 biét ai da giét Billy khong?”

“Ga dan O0ng nay. Mary Beth béo t6i rang c6 ay, noi chung, dang thuc
hién mot dy an cho nha treong & do, ben bo song, va Billy dung lai noi
chuyén vdi co dy. Roi gd dan 6ng nay xudt hién. Ga da bam theo Billy va
bon ho bat dau cdi va va chodng nhau. Ga nay chop chiéc xéng dap chét
Billy. Ro6i t6i dén va ga bo chay.”

“Cau trong thay han ta?”

“Vang, thua ong.”

“Bon ho cai va vé viéc gi?”, Bell hoai nghi hoi.

“Ma tay gi do, Mary Beth noi vay. Nghe nhu la Billy dang ban ma tay
cho 1ii 6n con trong d6i bong bau duc. No6i chung, cac th& thuéc chira
steroid dy ha?”

“Ai cha”, Jesse Corn vira néi vira gugng cuoi.

“Garrett”, Bell cat 16i. “Billy khéng day vao ma tdy. Toi biét cau ta. Va
ching t6i chwra bao gid c6 bao cdo nao vé chat steroid & trvong trung hoc.”

“Toi hiéu rang Billy Stail tirng tréu choc cau rat nhiéu”, Jesse Corn néi.
“Billy va mot vai cau khac trong doi bong.”

Sachs nghi nhw thé nay that khong nén - hai canh sat to 16n hgp sitc véi
nhau tdn cong Garrett.

“Cac cau dy da giéu cot cau. Goi cau la Thang Bo. Cau da mot lan dam
Billy va Billy cung vGi dam ban da nén cau nhuw t.”

“To6i khong nhé nita.”
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“Thay Hiéu trwdng Gilmore da cho ching t6i biét”, Bell néi. “Ho phai
goi bao veé tgi.”

“Co thé. Nhung t6i khong giét Billy.”

“Ed Schaeffer da qua doi, cau biét day. Ong dy bi lii ong bép cay trong
cai choi san dot chét.”

“Toi rat tiéc vi viéc da xay ra. Nhwng chang phai 106i tai t6i. Toi khong
dat cai t6 ong vao day.”

“Khong phai mét cai bay a?”

“Khong, chang qua n6 ¢ ddy, trong cai choi san. Toi dén ddy sudt - tham
chi ngt & day - va chiing chang lam phién gi t6i. Li ong chi dot khi ching
lo s¢ rang ngudi ta dang dinh pha hoai gia dinh chiing.”

“0, hay cho chiing tdi biét vé gi dan 6ng ma cau bao di giét Billy”, vién
canh sat trudng noi. “Cau da trong thdy ga & xung quanh day bao gio
chua?”

“Roi, thva 6ng. Hai hay ba lan trong vong vai nam qua. Bi bd xuyén
nhitng canh ritng xung quanh Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den. R6i mét lan toi trong
thady ga gan truong hoc.”

“Da trang hay da den?”

“Da trang. Va ga thu0c loai cao. Co6 1é bang tam tudi 6ng Babbage...”

“T& tuan a?”

“Vang, t6i nghi thé. Ga téc vang. Va ga mac quan yém. Mau nau vang.
So mi trang.”

“Nhung chi c6 diu van tay cua cau va cua Billy trén chiéc xéng”, Bell
néu nhan xét. “Khong co cua ai khac.”

Garrett dap: “N6i chung, t6i nghi ltic ay ga di gang tay.”

“Tai sao ga lai di gang tay vao thoi gian nay trong nam chi?”, Jesse hoi.

“Co 1é nhw vay ga sé khong dé lai dau van tay”, Garrett dap tra.

Sachs suy nght lai vé cac ddu van tay trén chiéc xéng. Co6 va Rhyme da
khong tu 1dy cac diu van tay. Dai khi c6 thé 14y ddu gang tay da. Dau gang
tay vdi hay len kho6 phat hién hon rat nhiéu, tuy nhién nhitng sgi vai lai c6
thé tudt ra va mac vao cho nham trén bé mat go, trén tay cam ctia mot dung
cu chang han.
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“Cha, Garrett, diéu cau noéi cé thé da xdy ra”, Bell binh luan. “Nhung
xem chirng chang ai nghi dé la sy that dugc.”

“Billy da chét! Toi chi cam chiéc xéng 1én xem. Viéc dang 1€ t6i khong
nén lam. Nhung t6i da lam. Tat ca chi cé nhuw vay thoi. Toi biét Mary Beth
dang gap nguy hiém nén t6i dwa c6 ay di cho an toan.” Garrett n6i diéu nay
v6i Sachs, dam dam nhin c¢6 bang anh mat cau khan.

“Chung ta hdy quay lai chuyén Mary Beth”, Bell dé nghi. “Tai sao c6 ay
gap nguy hiém?”

“Vi c6 dy ¢ Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den.” Garrett lai biing moéng tay... Khac
vdi théi quen cia minh, Sachs ty nha tham. Minh choc moéng tay vao da
thit, con han thi bing moéng tay vao nhau. Théi quen nao té hon? Co6 ban
khoan tw héi. Théi quen ctia minh, co di dén két luan, c6 hai hon.

Garrett lai hwdng cdp mat wét nhoén, dé ké vé phia Sachs.

Théi di! T6i khong thé chiu dung duwgc cai nhin do! Sachs nghi, dwa anh
mat qua cho khéc.

“Thé Todd Wilkes? Thang bé da tuw treo c6 ay? Cau da de doa né phai
khong?”

“Khong!”

“Tuan tredc anh trai né trong thay cau quat thdo né.”

“N6 tha diém dang chady vao cac t6 kién. Nhu thé that doc ac va dé tién,
toi bdo né dirng lam nhuw thé nita.”

“Con Lydia?”, Bell hoi. “Tai sao cau bat céc c6 ay.”

“Toi cling lo lang cho c6 ta.”

“Vi c6 ay & Bén tau kénh Nuéc den?”

“Vang.”

“Cau dinh cuong hiép co dy, phai khong?”

“Khong!” Garrett bat dau khoc. “T6i khong dinh lam hai c6 ta. Hay bat
ct ai! Va t6i khong giét Billy! Tat cd moi nguwdi dang c6 gang ép tdi nhan
da lam nhitng viéc t6i khong lam!”

Bell 16i I1én mot td khan gidy hiéu Kleenex, dwa cho ga trai.

Canh ctra bat mé tung, Mason Germain budc vao. Anh ta c6 1é la nguoi
ngoi quan sat qua tdm gwong mot chiéu va vé mat anh ta thé hién ré rang
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rang anh ta dd mat kién nhan. Sachs ngwti thdy sdc sua mui nudc hoa
cologne. C6 bat dau ghét cai mui thom dén ngat tha ay.

“Mason...”, Bell Ién tiéng.

“Nghe tao nay, thang nhai, may hay noéi cho chiing tao biét c6 gai dang &
dau va may hdy néi ngay bay gio! Vi néu khong may sé dugc dwa di
Lancaster va may sé ¢ do cho t6i khi nguoi ta xét x&t may... May da nghe
néi t6i Lancaster roi, phai khong? Trong treong hop may chwa nghe bao
gio, dé tao ndi...”

“Puogc roi, da roi day”, mot giong the thé ra 1énh.

Mot ngudi thdp bé sdi budc vao phong - mot nguwoi dan ong tham chi
con thap hon Mason, v6i mai toc cat tia gon gang dugc xit keo gitt nép mot
cach hoan hdo. B com 1é mau xam, tat ca cac khuy cai chat, chiéc so mi
mau tritng séo va ca vat ké soc. Ong ta di ddi gidy cao ba inch.

“Dung noi them 10i nao nita”, ong ta bao Garrett.

“Xin chao, Cal”, Bell noéi, khong vui vé gi khi vi khach xuat hién. Vién
canh sat trudng gidi thieu Sachs vdi Calvin Fredericks, luat sw cuia Garrett.

“Céc vi dang tham van than cha toi cai quai quy gi khi t6i chwa c6é mat
tai day th&?” Ong ta hat dau bao Mason. “Va vu Lancaster 1a cai quai quy
gi? T6i nén yéu cau nguoi ta téng giam anh vi kiéu an néi v4i cau dy nhue
vay.”

“Han biét co gai dang & dau, Cal”, Mason lam bam. “Han khong chiu
khai vé&i chiing t6i. Han da dugc nghe doc vé cac quyén ctia minh. Han...”

“Mot cau thiéu nién mudi squ tudi? Cha, téi nhitng mudn virt ngay cai
vu nay di va an t6i cho sém.” Fredericks quay sang Garrett. “Nay, anh ban
tré, cau cam thay thé nao?”

“Mat toOi bi ngwra.”

“Ho xit hoi cay khong ché cau ha?”

“Khong, thwa 6ng, chang may thdi.”

“Chung ta sé yéu cau duge cham séc. Boi kem hodc dai loai vay. Bay
gio, t6i sé la luat sw ctia cau. Chinh quyén bang chi dinh t6i. Cau khong
phai tra tién. Ho da doc cho cau nghe cac quyén ctia cau? Pa bao cau khong
phai noi gi ca?”
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“Vang, thia ong. Nhung canh sat trudng Bell mudn héi toi vai cau.”

Fredericks bao Bell: “O, viéc nay hay day, Jim. Cac vi dang nghi gi thé
ha? Bon canh sat c6 mat tai day a?”

Mason néi: “Ching t6i dang nghi vé Mary Beth McConnell. Co gai ma
han da bat coc”.

“Bi cho la da bat c6c.”

“Va cuong hiép”, Mason 1am bam.

“T6i khong lam céi viéc ay!”, Garrett hét 1én.

“Chuang t6i thu dugc mot to khan gidy tham mau va day tinh dich cta
han”, Mason giong gay gat.

“Khong, khong!”, ga trai ndi, guong mdt do bung mot cach dang so.
“Mary Beth tw lam minh bi thwong. Chuyén da xdy ra nhu thé. C6 ay bi dap
dau va toi, néi chung, da lau mau cho c6 ay bang mot to Kleenex t6i thay
trong tdi quan. Con vé viéc kia... thinh thodng t6i chi, cac 6ng biét day, chi
tw... Toi biét 1a t6i khong nén. T6i biét 1a no sai trai. Nhung to6i khong dirng
dwgc.”

“Xuyt, Garrett”, Fredericks noi. “Cau khong phai gidi thich bat c& diéu
gl v6i bat cit ai.” Ong ta bdo Bell: “Bay gid, cudc tham van ndy da két thic.
Pua cau ay quay lai phong giam di.”

Khi Jesse Corn dang dan Garrett ra khdi ctra thi ga dot ngot dirng lai,
quay veé phia Sachs. “Xin c6, c6 phdi gitip t6i mot viéc. Xin c6! Phong riéng
cua toi @ nha - c6 mot so 1o.”

“Pi di, Jesse”, Bell ra 1énh. “Pwa han di.”

Nhung Sachs thdy minh 1én tiéng: “Khoan da.” Co héi Garrett: “Nhitng
cai lo? Pung con trung ay a?”

Ga trai gat dau. “Co sé do nwéc vao chit? Hay it nhat hay cho ching bo
ra - ra bén ngoai - dé chiing c6 co hai ton tai. Ong ba Babbage, ho s& ching
lam gi gitp ching song sét dau. Xin cd...”

Sachs do dv, cAm nhan dwgc anh mat tat ca moi nguwdi dang huwéng ve
phia minh, r6i gat dau. “To6i sé lam. T6i hita.”

Guong mat Garrett thoang mot nu cuoi danh cho Sachs.
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Bell nhin Sachs day an y, roi hat dau vé phia ctta va Jesse dan ga trai ra.
Ong luat s dom budc theo nhung Bell gi ngén tay tré vao nguc ong ta.
“Anh khong di dau ca, Cal. Chung ta sé cho ¢ day cho t6i luic McGuire
dén.”

“Pirng dong vao t6i, Fredericks lam bam. Nhung Ong ta cling ngoi
xubng theo nhw ménh 1énh, “Lay Chua, tit ca cai chuyén ngu ngéc nay la
gi, cac vi tham van mat thiéu nién mudi sau tudi ma khong...

“Ngam miéng lai di, Cal. T6i chang dinh moi lay 10i thd t6i dau. Han
chwa tha gi cd ma néu c6 thi t6i cling khong st dung. Ching t6i da nam
trong tay nhiéu bang chitng hon mitc can thiét dé tong giam han vinh vién.
T6i chi quan tam dén viéc tim thdy Mary Bell. C6 dy dang & cho nao d6 khu
B& Ngoai va néu khéng dwoc gitup do thi khé khan ngang mo kim day bé.”

“Pung hong. Cau ta sé khong khai thém mot 10i nao dau.”

“C0 dy co thé chét khat, Cal, co dy c6 thé chét déi. Bi say nang, bi om...”

Khi 6ng luat sw khong dap 101, vién canh sat tredng néi: “Cal, thang nhai
d6 la mot méi de doa. Han cé ca dong bao cdo cac vu viéc chong lai han...”

“Nhitng bao cdo ma thw ky cua téi da doc cho t6i nghe trén dwong dén
day r6i. Ro khi, phan 16n 1a vé tdi tron hoc. O, va vé toi nhin trom - khi cau
ta, that titc cwdi, tham chi khong & trong pham vi dat dai nha ctta cia nguoi
dam don kién, chi di loang quang trén via he.”

“Vu cdi to6 ong bap cay cach day mdy nam”, Mason tic t6i n6i. “Meg
Blanchard.”

“Cac vi da tha cau ta ra”, ong luat su vui vé lwu y moi nguwoi. “Tham chi
khong truy to gi ca.”

Bell noi: “Vu nay khac, Cal. Chung t6i c6 nhan chirng, ching toi co
nhitng chitng c¢ chac chan va bay gio thi Ed Schaeffer da qua doi. Ching
toi gan nhw c6 thé mudn lam gi thang nhai thi lam.”

Mot nguoi dan ong manh khanh mac b vét vai soc mau xanh lo budc
vao phong tham van. Mai t6c mudi tiéu thwa thét, khuén mat day nép nhan
ctia tudi ndm muoi lim. Ong ta nhin Amelia v6i cai git dau lo dang, roi
nhin Fredericks vé u am hon. “T6i da nghe dwgc thong tin du dé nghi rang
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day la mot trong nhitng vu giét nguoi, bac coéc va cwdng hiép dé dang nhat
ma toi tirng thu ly su6t nhiéu nam qua.”

Bell gidi thiéu Sachs v&i Bryan McGuire, cong to vién quan Paquenoke.

“Cau ta m6&i muwoi sau”, Fredericks noi.

Ong tiy vién cong t6 dap lai bang giong diém tinh: “Sé& khong tda 4n nao
& bang nay dinh xét xi* han nhu xét xi*t mot ké da thanh nién va tong giam
han hai trdm nam ca.”

“Thé thi, thang than ludon di, McGuire”, Fredericks s6t rudt néi. “Cac
anh dang mudn thuvong lwgng. Toi biét cai giong do.”

McGuire gat dau véi Bell va Sachs suy luan rang vién cadnh sat truéng
va ong uy vién cong t6 trudc ddy da cé mot cudc trao doi vé chinh van deé
nay.

“Tat nhién chung t6i sé thuwong lwgng”, Bell tiép tuc. “Kha nang 16n la
c6 gdi van con song va ching t6i muon tim thdy c6 ay trude khi 6 ay chang
con song nita.”

McGuire néi: “Ching t6i c6 rat nhiéu 16i budc tdi trong vu nay, Cal a,
anh sé kinh ngac v6i mic do x ly linh hoat ctia chung t6i”.

“Hay lam t0i kinh ngac di”, ong luat su bao chira kiéu ngao dap.

“T6i c6 thé dwa ra hai diém budc tdi vé tdn cong va giam gilt ngudi trai
phép, hai diém budc tdi vé giét nguoi cap dé mot - mot cho Billy Stail, mot
cho vién canh sat da chét. Thua ngai, t6i san sang lam thé day. Tat ca nham
tim thay c6 gai van con soéng.”

“Ed Schaeffer”, 6ng luat st phan cong. “D6 la mot tai nan.”

Mason noi khung: “Dé 1a mot céi bay ghé gdm do thang nhai sap dat.”

“T6i sé danh cho cac anh t6i giét nguwoi cap do mot doi véi Billy”,
McGuire dé nghi. “Va tdi ngd sat doéi vdi canh sat Schaeffer.”

Fredericks can nhac mot lat. “Dé xem t6i c6 thé lam gi.” Got giay khua
vang, ong luat s bién mat vé phia cac phong giam dé tham khdo y kién
than chu. Nam phut sau, ong ta quay lai, khong vui vé gi.

“Tinh hinh thé nao?”, Bell héi, thit vong tréc vé mat ong luat su.

“Khong may man ro6i.”

“Bé tac a?”
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“Hoan toan bé tac.”

Bell 1dm bam: “Cal, néu anh biét duwgc diéu gi ma khong néi véi ching
t0i, toi déch thém quan tam dén quyén trao doi riéng tu gitra luat su va than
cha...”

“Khong, khong, Jim, that ddy. Cau ta bao cdu ta dang che ché cho co6
gai. Cau ta bao co gai sung swdng dugc ¢ do va cac anh phai di ma tim
kiém cai gd mdc quan yém mau nau vang, so mi trang.”

Bell n6i: “Han tham chi da khong cung cdp mot sy mo ta rd rang va néu
c6 chang nita thi ngay mai sy mo6 ta cling sé thay doi vi han chi dang bia dat
ma tho6i.”

McGuire vudt nguwge mai toc von di da dwge chai mwot ra dang sau roi.
Ong luat sw diing keo Aqua Net, Sachs c6 thé nhan ra mui. Ong cong t&
vién dung keo Brylcreem. “Cal, nghe nay, day la van dé ctia anh. T6i dang
dé nghi anh nhitng gi t6i c6 thé dé nghi. Anh gitip ching t6i biét dugc noi
dang giam giit c6 gai va tim thay c6 ay van con song, toi sé giam cac diém
budc toi. Néu khong, t6i sé dwa ra cho tda an xét X1 va sé budc téi nang.
Thang nhai khéng bao gio' dwgc nhin thdy cudc doi bén ngoai nha tu nita.
Ca t6i lan anh déu biét diéu do.”

Mot thoang im ldng.

Fredericks néi: “Toi nghi thé nay.”

“0.” McGuire hoai nghi dap lai.

“Khong, nghe nay... Cach day it lau t6i da gdp mot vu & Albermarle,
ngwoi phu nit dé6 khang dinh rang con trai minh bé nha di. Nhung chuyén
co ve dang ngo vuc.”

“Vu nha William chi¢ gi?”, McGuire hoi. “Cai ba da den ay?”

“Phai r6i.”

“Toi da nghe ndi tdi. Anh dai dién cho ba ta a?”, Bell hoi.

“Phai. Ba ta ké vdi ching t6i nhitng cau chuyén kha ky qudc va cé tién
stt bénh tam than. T6i thué mot bac si tam ly tir Avery dén, hy vong 6ng ta
c6 thé cho t6i két luan ring ba ta bi r6i loan than kinh Ong ta tién hanh vai
bai trac nghiém. Lic dang tién hanh mot trong nhitng bai trac nghiém dé thi
ba ta tré nén cdi mé va noi vGi ching t6i vé viéc da xdy ra.”
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“Thoi mién a - cdi tro khéi phuc tri nhé vé van?”, McGuire hoi.

“Khong, mot thu thuat khac. Ong ta goi né 1a liéu phap chiéc ghé tréng.
To6i chang biét chinh xac co ché tdc dong cda nd, tuy nhién né thue sw da
khién cho ba ta tro chuyén. Giong nhw tat ca nhitng gi ba ta can la day nhe
mot cai. D€ toi goi cho 6ng bac si nay va bao ong ta dén day no6i chuyén véi
Garrett. Thang bé c6 thé sé thay 1é phai... nhung...” Bay gio thi tGi lvgt 6ng
luat su gi ngdn tay tré vao nguc Bell. “Moi diéu ho trao doi v4i nhau la bi
mat, cac anh khong dugce biét mot chit gi triv phi ngwdoi gidam ho hgp phap
va toi dong y.”

Bell nhan 4nh mét cia McGuire va gt dau. Ong ty vién cong t6 néi:
“Goi cho ong ta di.

Puogc roi. Fredericks bwdc tdi cho chiéc may dién thoai dat trong goc
phong tham van.

Sachs no6i: “Xin 16i 6ng”.

Ong luat sw quay sang c®.

“Cai vu ma bac si tam ly da gitup d& 6ng ay? Vu nha William ay?”

“Thi sao?”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra cho cau con trai? Cau ta bé nha di a?”

“Khong, nguwdi me da giét cau ta. Dung luwdi thép mong bo cau ta vao
mot khéi bé tong va dim cau ta chét dubi dudi cai ao dang sau nha. Nay,
Jim, goi dién ra bén ngoai bang cach nao?”

Tttt

CO hét to t6i mitc c6 hong khé khdc dau rat nhuw phai bong va tat ca
nhitng gi Mary Beth biét 1a cac day thanh ctia c6 sé vinh vién bi ton thuong.

Nha truyén gido, dang budc t6i gan bia rirng, ditng lai. Ong ta mot vai
deo chiéc ba 16, tay cam chiéc binh tréng giong nhu binh xit thuoc diét co.
Ong ta liéc nhin xung quanh.
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Lam on, lam on, lam on, Mary Beth nghi tham. Phét 16 con dau, c6 c6
géng lan nita. “O ding nay! Ctu toi!”

Nha truyén gido nhin ngdi nha gb. Ong ta bit dau budc di.

Mary Beth hit sdu mot hoi, nghi tdi tiéng buing moéng tay tanh tach ctia
Garrett Hanlon, nghi t&i cap mat wét nhoén va céi kia cwong citng, nghi t6i
cudc tr biét coi doi day can ddm cuia cha c6, nghi tGi Virginia Dare... Va co
hét mot tiéng to chua ting thay.

Lan ndy, nha truyén gido ditng bwdc, lai nhin vé phia ngdi nha gb. Ong
ta thdo mii, bo ba 16 va chiéc binh xudng dat, bat dau chay vé phia Mary
Beth.

Cam on... Co bat khéc niee ng. Oi, cam on!

Nha truyén gido véc dang manh khanh nhung da sam ning. O tudi ngii
tuan, tuy nhién van con phong d6. R6 rang la mét nguoi hay hoat dong
ngoai troi.

“Co chuyén gi thé?”, ong ta hoi to, hon hén, khi con cach chirtng nam
muoi feet, ong ta chuyén sang di tic tac “Co cé sao khong?”

“Lam on!”, Mary Beth néi véi giong khan khan. Con dau noi c6 hong c6
dang trao. Co nho ra nhiéu mau hon.

Nha truyén gido than trong bwdc téi cho 6 cira s6 bi dap vd, nhin nhitng
manh kinh trén dat.

“Co can giup do a?”

“T6i khong thé ra ngoai dugc. Co nguwoi da bat coc toi...”

“Bat coc a?”

Mary Beth lau khuon mat wét mo hoéi lan v6i nwdc mat sung suwéng.
“MOot nam sinh trung hoc ¢ Tanner’s Corner.”

“Hang khoan... T6i c6 nghe néi vé viéc dy. Tin titc trén cac phuong tién
truyén thong. Co la nguwoi han da bat céc u?”

“Phai a.”

“Bay gio han dau?”

Mary Beth c6 gang néi nhung c6 hong dau qua. Co thd that sau va rot
cudc cling tra 10i dugc: “Toi khong biét. Han roi khoi day dém hém qua.
Lam on... ong c6 nudc khong?”
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“Mot bi dong, dang dé vGi cac thit cia toi dang kia. T6i sé mang lai day
cho cd.”

“Va goi canh sat. Ong c6 dién thoai chi¥?”

“To6i khong mang theo.” Nha truyén gido nhan nhé lac dau.

“T6i dang 1am viéc hop dong cho quan.” Ong ta hat dau vé phia chiéc ba
16 va binh xit. “Chung t6i tiéu diét can sa, co biét ddy, bon tré trong xung
quanh day. Quan phat may di dong cho ching t6i nhung t6i chang bao gio
dung t6éi n6 ca. Co dau lam a?” 6ng ta xem xét dau co6, cho mau da dong lai.

“Khong sao. Nhung... nwéc. Téi can nwéce.”

Nha truyén gido tdc tac di trd lai phia bia ritng va trong mét khoanh
khac kinh khting Mary Beth lo sg rang ong ta sé cit di mai. Nhung 6ng ta da
cam lén chiéc bi dong mau xanh xam, chay tré lai.

CO don l1ay né bang doéi ban tay run ray va bat bugc minh phai uéng tw
tr. Nuwdc néng va c6 mui moéc nhung co6 chwa bao gio dwgc udng thi gi
tuyét voi hon thé.

“T6i s& cd ging dwa co ra”, nguwdi dan 6ng néi. Ong ta budc téi cia
trwdc. Lat sau, cd nghe thay mot tiéng huych nhe khi 6ng ta hoac 1a da dung
chan da canh cira hodc 1a da c6 gang dung vai pha né. Mot lan nita. Hai lan.
Ong ta nhit mot tang da dap manh vao canh ctta gd. Khong &n thua. Ong ta
quay lai chd cta s6. “N6 ching nhtc nhich gi.” Ong ta lau md héi trén tran
trong lic xem xét cac chan song ctra s6. “Troi dat, han da ty minh xay dung
mot nha tu ¢ day. Dung cwa sat phai mat hang tiéng dong ho. Pugc roi, toi
sé di goi nguoi giup do. Tén co la gi?”

“Mary Beth McConnell.”

“T6i sé goi canh sat r6i quay lai dwa co ra.”

“Lam on, ding di 1au.”

“T6i c6 nguwoi ban & cach day khong xa lam. To6i sé tdi day goi 911 va
chuing to6i sé quay lai day. Thang kia... han c6 sung khong?”

“To6i khong biét. Toi khong trong thay. Nhung t6i khong biét.”

“CO ngo6i nguyén day, Mary Beth. C6 sé 6n thoi. Binh thwong thi toi
khong chay nhwng hom nay t6i sé chay.” Nha truyén gido quay di va bat
dau bang ngang qua canh dong cé.
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“Ong... cam on 6ng.”

Nhung nha truyén gido khong dap lai 16i cdm on cia Mary Beth. Ong ta
guong chan chay qua nhitng dam lau lach va c6 cao, mat hat vao rirng, tham
chi khong dirng lai 1y do ctia minh. Mary Beth van ditng tridc ctra s6, 6m
lay chiéc bi dong du dwa y nhu thé n6 la mot diva bé so sinh vay.
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CHUONG MUQI CHIN

Bén kia pho doi dién khu tam giam, Sachs tréng thdy Lucy Kerr dang ng6i
trén chiéc ghé bang cong vién phia tridc ctra hiéu ban dé an, uéng mot ly
tra da Arizona. Hai nguwdi phu nit gat dau véi nhau.

Sachs dé y thady tam bién phia tredc ctra hiéu. BIA LANH. C6 héi Lucy:
“QO Tanner’s Corner c6 ludt cAim uéng bia rugu ngoai phd a?”

“Vang”, Lucy noi. “Va chung toi thyc hién kha nghiém. Luat quy dinh
la néu anh dinh udng tir chai, lon gi dé thi n6 ditt khoat phai duwgc mé hay
khui ra r6i.”

Hiéu ngay cau dual22), Sachs cudi to, néi: “Chi muén thit gi ning d6 hon
khong?”

Lucy hat dau chi ly tra da. “Cai nay tot r6i.”

Mot phit sau, Sachs quay ra véi sudt bia Sam Adams trao bot dung
trong coc nhya dung mot lan cd 16n. Ngo6i xudng bén canh nguoi nit dong
nghiép, c6 ké cho Lucy nghe vé cudc thdo ludn gitta McGuire va
Fredericks, vé vi bac si tam ly kia.

“Hy vong cach dy dem lai hiéu qua”, Lucy néi. “Theo Jim tinh toan thi
c6 hang nghin ngdi nha cli & khu B& Ngoai. Ching t6i sé phai phan nao thu
hep dugc pham vi ra soat.”

Ho im ldang vai phut. Mot cau thiéu nién trugt véo qua trén d6i patanh
kéu lodng xoang r6i mat hut. Sachs binh luan vé sy vang bong tré em trong
thi trdn nay.

“Pung”, Lucy noéi. “Toi chwa bao gio suy nghi vé diéu nay nhung khong
c6 nhiéu tré em & day that. T6i cho la hau hét cac cap vg chong tré da
chuyén di, c6 thé la dén nhitng khu viee gidp ranh gitta cac bang hoac nhitng
thi trdn 16n hon. Tanner’s Corner chang phdi noi phu hgp véi bat ct ai
muon vwon lén.”
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Sachs héi: “Chi c6 dita nao khéng? Con cai dy?”

“Khong. Buddy va t6i chwa bao gid c6 con. R6i ching t6i chia tay nhau
va toi chwa hé gap ai sau do6. T6i sé phai no6i rang doéi vai t6i day la sy hoi
ti€c 16n nhat. Khong con cai.”

“Chi ly hon bao 1au r6i?”

“Ba nam.”

Sachs ngac nhién vi nguwdi phu nit nay chwa tai hon. Co rat hap dan - dac
biét 1a doi mat. Thai gian Sachs con lam nguwdi mau chuyén nghiép & New
York, triwdc khi c6 quyét dinh di theo nghé nghiép canh sat ctia cha co, c6
thwong xuyén lam viéc véi nhiéu co gai dep tuyét. Nhung ho hay cé cai
nhin trong rong. Ma néu doi mat khong dep, Amelia Sachs da di dén két
luan, thi con nguoi cting khong dep.

Sachs bao Lucy: “O, roi chi sé gap ai d6, va sé c6 mot gia dinh.”

“T6i c6 cong viéc”, Lucy n6i nhanh. “Nguoi ta khong can phai lam hét
thdy moi viéc trong cudc doi, co biét day.”

Mot cai gi do khong dugc noi ra ¢ day - mot cai gi do ma Sachs cam
thay la Lucy khong muon tiét 156. Sachs ban khoan khong biét minh cé nén
gan héi khong. Co6 thtt di duwong vong. “Chac han ca nghin dan 6ng quan
Paquenoke muon hen ho véi chi dén chét di dugc.”

Im lang mot 1at, Lucy néi: “Thuc ra, tdi chang hen ho may.”

“That sao?”

Lai im lang. Sachs nhin xu6i nhin ngwgc con pho bui bam vang ngat.
Cau bé trugt patanh da khuat dang xa. Lucy hit mot hoi dinh n6i gi, nhung
lai théi, hdp mot ngum dai tra da. R6i duwong nhw bat chot, ngudi nit canh
sat noi: “Co biét cai lan diéu trj y té t6i da néi véi co day?”

Sachs gat dau.

“Ung thu vi. Chua tién trién nhanh, nhung bac si bao c6 1é ho nén xt ly
cho that triét dé. Va ho da xt Iy nhw thé.”

“Toi rat lay lam tiéc”, Sachs néi, chau may lai cdm thong. “Chi da trai
qua cac cudc diéu tri a?”

“Phai. Pau troc 16c mat mot thoi gian. Trong cling thd vi.” Lucy nhéap
thém mot it tra. “Da ba nam rwdi réi. Cho tdi bay gio thi tinh hinh van 6n”,
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Lucy tiép tuc. “Can bénh do thuc sy la cai thong long bong dung quang vao
c6 toi. Gia dinh t6i khong ai mac né ca. Ba t6i khoe nhw vam. Me t6i van
lam viéc ndm ngady moi tudn tai khu Bdo ton Sinh thai Qudbc gia
Mattamuskeet. Cha me t6i cling di bo viét da trén rang Appalachian moi
nam hai, ba lan.”

Sachs hoi: “Chi khong thé c6 con vi chay xa a?”

“0, khong, ho da str dung tdm chan bao vé... T6i nghi 1a t6i khong muén
hen ho cho lam. C6 biét ban tay dan 6ng sé dwa dén cho nao ngay sau cai
hén nghiém tic dau tién...”

Sachs chang thé pha nhan diéu ay.

“T6i sé gap mot anh chang tr té€ va chuing to6i sé di uéng ca phé chang
han, nhung chi mwoi phit thoi tdi bat dau lo lang tw hoi anh ta sé nghi gi
khi phat hién ra sy that. Cudi cung la t6i khéng nhan cac cudc dién thoai
cua anh ta.”

Sachs noi: “Vay chi tir bé viéc lap gia dinh?”

“Co 18, khi nhiéu tu6i hon, t6i sé gdp mot ong gda vg c6 vai dita con da
tredng thanh. Nhu thé sé dé chiu.”

Lucy néi vé ho hitng, nhung nghe giong c6 Sachs thay duwoc la c6 da
thuong xuyén ty nhac di nhac lai diéu nay v6i chinh minh. C6 1€ 1a hang
ngay.

Lucy cii dau, thé dai. “T6i sé ngay lap tic tit bé cong viéc dé c6 nhitng
d@a con. Nhung, ai cha, cudc doi dau phai bao gio cling di theo hudng
ching ta muon.”

“Va chong cii chia tay chi sau khi chi lam phau thuat a? Chi néi lai xem
ten anh ta la gi nhi?”

“Bud. Khong phai ngay sau do. Ma la tam thang sau. R0 khi, toi khong
thé trdch méc anh ay.”

“Tai sao chi noi vay?”

“Gi cg?”

“N6i rang chi khong thé trach méc anh ta dwgc?”, Sachs hai.

“Don gian la, to6i khong thé, toi da thay doi va rot cudc khac véi moi
nguoi. Toi bién thanh mét cai gi do anh dy von chang du tinh dén.”
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Sachs im lang mot 1at, roi noi: “Lincoln khac véi moi ngwoi. Rat khac”.

Lucy can nhac y nay. “Thé thi méi quan hé gitta hai ngwdi con hon la
dong nghiép, phai khong?”

“Phai”, Sachs noi.

“To6i da nghi c6 1€ la nhw vay.” R6i Lucy cudi to. “Nay, co la mot canh
sat thudc loai citng co6i ¢ thanh phd 16n... Co6 cam thay thé nao vé chuyén
con cai?”

“Tdi thich c6 vai dita. Pop - cha t6i - von van muén c6é chau bé. Ong
cling 12 mdt canh sat. Ong thich cai y twéng vé ba thé hé cling tham gia lyc
lwgng. Cho rang tap chi People han sé dang mot cau chuyén vé gia dinh
chuing t6i hoac dai loai vay. Trwdc, 6ng cu mé to tap chi dy lam.”

“Trudc?

“Ong cu mét cach diy may nam.”

“Vi bénh tim a?”

Sachs can nhac nhung cudi cung ciing tra 10i: “Ung thw.”

Lucy im lang mot lat. Co nhin nghiéng Sachs, xoay lung lai khu tam
giam. “Anh ay c6 con dugc khong? Lincoln ay?”

Bot bia xep xudng trong cdc bia va Sachs h6p mot ngum 16n. “Veé ly
thuyét thi c6.”

Va co6 quyét dinh khong ké cho Lucy nghe rang sang hom nay, tai Vién
Nghién cttu Than kinh & Avery, cai 1y do khién co6 di ra khéi phong theo
Tién si Weaver la dé héi xem liéu cudc phau thuat c6 anh hwéng dén kha
nang lam cha ctia Rhyme khong. Nguoi bac si néi sé khong c6 danh huwéng
va dang bat dau trinh bay vé nhitng ky thuat can thiép can thiét dé cho co
thu thai thi Jim Bell xuét hién véi 16i khan cau gitp do.

Co ciing khong ké cho nguwdi nit dong nghiép nghe rdang moi lan c6 noéi
dén dé tai con cai thi Rhyme lai lang tranh va c6 danh tw phong doan veé
nguyén nhan khién anh ngan ngai qua nhuw vdy. Tat nhién, nguyén nhan co
thé la rat nhiéu: anh sg gia dinh sé can tré cong viéc diéu tra hinh si, mot
cong viéc doi hoi anh phai gitr dau 6c dwoc tinh tdo. Hodc anh biét, it nhat
vé mat thong ké, ngudi liét ti¢ chi c6 tudi tho ngan hon ngwdi binh thwong.
Hodc biét dau anh muén ti do dé ngay nao day thitc ddy, quyét dinh rang
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anh da séng da va khong mong song thém nita. Co6 1é la tdt ca nhitng
nguyén nhan nay, két hgp vai cai suy nghi dinh ninh la anh va Sachs khé c6
thé lam nhitng ngwoi cha ngwdi me binh thwong nhat (tuy c6 van phan cong
rang: Vay chinh xac thi ngay nay nhu thé nao la binh thuwong?).

Lucy tram ngdm. “T6i ludn ludn tw héi néu c6 con liéu tbi con tiép tuc
lam viéc khong? Phan c6, c6 nghi thé nao?”

“T6i mang theo vii khi that, nhuwng chi chu yéu lam nhiém vu kham
nghiém hién treong. T6i sé khong tham gia nhitng cong viéc mao hiém nita.
Ngay bay gi¢ t6i dang c6 chiéc Camaro 360 ma lyc dau trong ga ra nha to6i
& Brooklyn. Toi thuc sy chang thé hinh dung ra mot chd ng6i cho tré nho
lap trong xe.” Sachs bat cuwdi. “T6i nghi minh phai hoc 14i mot chiéc Volvo
gia dinh s6 tw dong. Chac t6i hoc dugc.”

“T6i c6 thé hinh dung ra c6 r6 ga lao vut khoi badi do xe cia mot cira
hiéu Food Lion.”

Im lang trum xudng, sy im ldng gitta nhitng con nguwdi xa la vira chia sé
v&i nhau cac bi mat phitc tap va nhan thdy ho chang thé chia sé thém dugc
nira.

Lucy nhin dong ho deo tay. “T6i phéi quay lai tru s@. Gitp Jim goi dién
ra khu B& Ngoai.” Co quang céi chai khong vao thung rac, lac dau. “T6i
van suy nghi vé Mary Beth. Chang biét co6 gai dang & dau, c6 lam sao
khong, co sg hai khong.”

Tuy nhién, khi Lucy néi diéu nay, Amelia Sachs khong nghi vé c6 gai
kia ma nghi vé Garrett Hanlon. Vi ho vira tro chuyén vé con céi, Sachs
twdng twgng tdi cam giac ctia minh néu c6 c6 mot dita con trai bi budc toi
bat coc va giét ngwoi. Ké dang nhin vao cai vién canh phai trdi qua dém
dém trong tu. Co thé 1a hang tram dém, c6 thé 1a hang nghin.

Lucy ngtrng lai. “Co cling tré vé chi?”

“Mot, hai phut nita.”

“Hy vong dugc gap co trude khi co roi khoi day.” Nguwoi nit canh sat di
ngugc 1én trén con phd, khuat dan.

Vai phut sau, canh ctra khu tam giam m@ va Mason Germain budc ra.
Sachs chwa ltc nao trong thdy anh ta mim cwdi va lic nay anh ta cling
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khong cwoi. Anh ta sai budc trén via hé nitt v&, mat hiat vao mot toa nha -
mot ctta hiéu hay quan bar gi do - trén dwong di vé phia tru s& chinh quyén
quan.

R6i m6t chiéc xe dirng lai bén kia con pho va hai ngudi dan 6ng budce ra.
Mot nguoi la Cal Fredericks, luat su ciia Garrett, va mot nguoi to béo trac
ngii tudn. Ong ta mic so mi, thét ca vat - khuy c6 khong cai, con cai nt tht
cdu tha cta chiéc ca vat ké soc bi kéo tré xuéng chirng vai inch. Tay 4o xan
l1én va chiéc 4o vét mau xanh tim than vat trén canh tay. Chiéc quan mau
nau vang nhan nhim. Guwong mat 6ng ta c6 nét hién hau ctia mot thay gido
tiéu hoc. Ho buéc vao khu tam giam.

Sachs quang cai coc vao chiéc thung rac von la thung dwng dau nhét dat
bén ngoai ctta hiéu. C6 bang ngang con phé khong bong ngudi va vao theo
ho.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI

Cal Predericks gidi thiéu Sachs véi Tién si Elliott Penny.

“0, co dang lam viéc cung Lincoln Rhyme a?”, 6ng bac si héi, khién
Sachs ngac nhién.

“Vang.”

“Cal cho t6i biét 1a hau nhw nhd ¢6 va anh ay ma ho bat dwgc Garrett.
Anh dy c6 mat tai day khéng? Lincoln ay?”

“Ngay bay gio thi anh dy dang & tru s& chinh quyén quan. C6 1é anh ay
chdng con & lai day 1au nita.”

“Chung t6i c6 mot ngwdi ban chung. To6i muén dwgc chao anh ay. T6i sé
ghé tham néu thuan tién.”

Sachs noi: “Anh dy con luwu lai day chirng mot tiéng dong ho”. C6 quay
sang Cal Fredericks: “To6i hoi ong viéc nay dugc khong?”

“Vang, thwa c6.” Ong luat s bao chita tra 15i than trong. Veé ly thuyét,
Sachs dang lam viéc cho phia déi lap.

“Luc ndy Mason Germain vira néi chuyén véi Garrett tai day. Anh ta co
nhac tGi Lancaster. D6 la noi nao vay?”

“Po 1a Trung tdm Tam giam T6i pham mang tinh con do. Cau ta sé bi
chuyén dén day sau khi bén nguyén phat don kién. Sé bij giit & ddy cho tGi
lic toa an xét x@.”

“Cho d6 danh cho tré vi thanh nién a?”

“Khong, khong. Danh cho ngudi thanh nién chit.”

“Nhung han méi mudi sdu”, Sachs noi.

“0, McGuire sé& dwa ciu ta ra xét x@ nhu xét xi* mdt ngwodi thanh nién -
néu chuing t6i khong thé di dén mot théa thuan diéu dinh nhan t6i.”

“Cho do toi té téi mirc nao?”
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“Céi gi, Lancaster 4?” Ong luat sw nhin di vai hep. “Cau ta s& bi danh
dap. Pay la cai thyc té phai chap nhan. T6i khong biét n6 toi té tdi mitc nao.
Nhung ciu ta sé bi danh dap. Mot thang bé nhw cau ta & Trung tam Tam
giam sé la mot con tép thudc hang bét gi, bi da thit dau gau bat nat.”

“Han c6 thé dugc doi xtr dac biét khong?”

“Khong phdi & d6. Ho nhé6t chung tit cad. Vé co ban, chi c6 doc mot
phong giam 1én. Nhiéu nhat thi ching t6i ciing chi hy vong linh gac sé
trong chung cho cau ta.”

“Thé con viéc bao lanh tai ngoai?”

Fredericks cuoi to: “Chang thdm phan nao trén doi nay lai cap giay tai
ngoai cho mot truong hgp nhuw treong hgp cau ta dau. Cau ta ludn ludn chi
chd co hoi chay trén.”

“Chung t06i c6 thé 1am gi dé han dugc dva tGi noi giam gitt khac khong?
Lincoln c6 ban bé & New York.”

“New York?” Fredericks mim cwdi mot cach lich sy nhuwng cham biém
ctia nguwoi mién Nam. “T6i nghi n6 khong cé trong lwgng lam & phia nam
bién gidi Mason-Dixon23], C¢ 1& tham chi ciing khong c6 trong lwgng 1dm
& phia tdy song Hudson.” Ong ta hat dau chi Tién si Penny. “Khong, tot
nhat la ching t6i thuyét phuc dwoc cau ta hgp tac, réi vach ra mot thoa
thuan diéu dinh nhan t0i.”

“Cha me nu6i han c6 nén dén day khong?”

“Co, nén dén. Toi goi dién cho ho nhung Hal bao thang bé hay tw minh
quyét dinh 1dy moi viéc. Ong ta tham chi s& khong dé t6i néi chuyén véi
Maggie, me cua cau ta.”

“Nhung Garrett chang thé ty quyét dinh dwgc. Han van con la mét diva
tre.”

“0” Fredericks giai thich. “Truéc khi c6 10i budc toi hodc thwong lvgng
vé bao chita, toa an sé chi dinh mot nguwdi giam ho hgp phap. Yén tam, cau
ta sé co nguwoi chiu trach nhiém.”

Sachs quay sang dng béc si: “Ong s& 1am gi? Thuc hién bai tric nghiém
chiéc ghé trong a?”
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Tién si Penny liéc nhin 6ng luat sw, 6ng nay gat dau cho phép giai thich.
“N6 khong phdi mot bai trac nghiém. N6 la mot kiéu tri liéu Gestalt - mot
k¥ thuat dwgc biét c6 thé gitup nguwdi ta nhanh chong hiéu nhitng cach ng
x nhat dinh. T6i sé dé Garrett twdng twgng rang Mary Beth dang ngoi trén
mot chiéc ghé trdc mat cau ta va dé cau ta tro chuyén vGi co gai. Trinh bay
v&i co dy ly do tai sao cdu ta bat céc c6. T6i hy vong sé khién cau ta hiéu
duwgc rang co ay dang lo lang, hodng sg va rang viéc cau ta da lam la sai
trai. Rang co ay sé vui hon néu cau ta ndi véi ching t6i noi dang giam git
co.”

“Va ky thuat nay sé co tac dung?”

“N6 khong thuc sy nham gidi quyét cac tinh hudong thudc loai nay,
nhung t6i nghi n6 c6 thé cé tac dung.”

Ong luat s liéc nhin dong ho deo tay. “San sang chua, tién si?”

Ong ta gat dau.

“Chuing ta di thoi. Ong bac si va Fredericks buéc vao phong tham van.

Sachs do dy, van lay mot coc nuwée tir binh nwdc cé bo lam lanh. Cham
rai hép tirng ngum. Khi vién canh sat & ban tiép khach lai cham chu véi to
bao, Sachs v0i va budc qua canh ctta phong quan sat, ngi dat may quay
video ghi hinh cac déi twgng. Phong khong cé ai. Co kéo cho canh ctra
déng lai va ng6i xuong, nhin sang phong tham van. Co6 trong thay Garrett
ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé dit & giita phong. Ong bac si ngdi bén ban. Cal
Fredericks ngoi trong géc, hai tay khoanh trwdc nguce, bat chéo chan, dé 1o
chiéu cao cua doi got giay vuong chan chan.

Mot chiéc ghé khac, khéng c6 ai ngbi, dat doi dién vGi Garrett.

Trén ban bay nhitng lon Coke. Nuwdc ngung dong lai ¢ mdt ngoai lon.

Qua cai loa ré tién kéu rot roat gan bén trén tdm guwong, Sachs nghe thay
giong ho.

“Garrett, toi 1a Tién s Penny. Cau khée chit?”

Khong c6 cau tra 10i.

“Trong nay hoi am, nhi?”

Garrett van chang néi gi. Han nhin xuéng. Ngon cai va ngén tré bing
moéng vao nhau. Sachs khong nghe dugc tiéng bung. Co phat hién ra ngon
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cdi cua chinh minh dang bam vao cho thit dau ngén tré. Cam giac won uét,
trong thay mau chdy. Ding lai dirng lai dirng lai, c6 tw nha va ép minh
budng ban tay xuéng hai bén swon.

“Garrett, t6i ¢ day dé gitp do cdu. To6i lam viéc v§i luat su ctia cau, ong
Fredericks day va chiing toi dang c6 gang dé giam an cho nhitng t0i cau da
pham phdi. Ching t6i c6 thé gitip do cau nhung ching t6i can cau hgp tac.”

Fredericks noi: “Ong béc si sé tro chuyén vdi cau, Garrett. Ching toi sé
cd gang tim hiéu mot s6 diéu. Tuy nhién, tat cad nhitng gi cau néi sé chi la
gitta chiing ta ma thoi. Ching t6i sé khong noi lai v6i bat c ai néu khong
c6 s dong y cua cau. Cau hiéu chit?”

Garrett gat dau.

“Hay nhé nhé, Garrett”, 6ng bac si no6i. “Chuing t6i la nhitng nguoi t té.
Chtng t6i ditng vé phia cau... Bay gio, toi mudn thir cai nay.”

Anh mit Sachs chiéu vao guong mit ga trai. G3 gdi gdi mot vét 1an dé.
Ga bao: “T6i cling nghi thé.”

“Cau trong thay chiéc ghé kia khong?”

Tién si Penny hat dau chi chiéc ghé va ga trai liéc nhin n6. “C6.”

“Chung ta sé choi mot tro choi. Cau sé gia vo la mot ngwoi nao do vo
cung quan trong dang ngoi & chiéc ghé ay.”

“Nhuw 1a tong théng chang han 4?”

“Khong, t6i muodn ndi, mot ngwdi nao d6 quan trong déi véi cau. Mot
nguoi nao do cau biét trong doi thue. Cau sé gid vo nhw nguwdi dé dang ngoi
tredc mat cau. T6i muén cau tro chuyén vdi ho. Va t6i muon cau hét sic
thanh that v4i ho. Cau n6i bat c diéu gi ma cdu muodn noéi. Chia sé vGi ho
nhitng bi mat cia cau. Néu cau titc t6i véi ho, hay néi ra. Néu cau yéu mén
ho, hay néi ra. Néu cau thém mudn ho - kiéu nhw cau von van thém muon
mot c6 gai - cling hdy néi ra. Hay nhé, noi bat ctt diéu gi déu dugc ca. Sé
chang ai bue boi véi cau dau.”

“Ctt tro chuyén vdi chiéc ghé?”, Garrett hoi 6ng bac si. “Vi sao?”

“Vi mot diéu, n6 sé khién cau cam thay thodi mai hon sau nhitng chuyén
toi té da xay ra hom nay.”

“Ong muén noéi vi du chuyén bj bt y a?”
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Sachs mim cuoi.

Bén than Tién si Penny xem chitng ciing kim nén mot nu cwdi va dich
chiéc ghé lai gan Garrett hon chut it. “Bay gi®, hdy twéng twong rang ai day
quan trong dang ng6i ngay kia. Mary Beth McConnell chang han. Hay
twéng twong rang cau c6 chuyén mudn noi véi cé ay va ldc nay day la co
hoi cho cau. Chuyén gi do cau chwa trng noi bao gio' vi n6 qua kho noi.
Chuyén gi d6 thuc sy quan trong. Khéng phai nhitng chuyén vé van.”

Garrett b6i réi nhin xung quanh can phong, nhin 6ng ludt sw ctia ga, 6ng
ta gat dau dong vién. Ga trai hit sdu mot hoi va thd ra tw tr. “Pugc roi. Toi
nghi la t6i da san sang.”

“Tot. Bay gig, hay hinh dung vé Mary Beth trong...”

“Nhung t6i khong mudn néi gi v6i co dy ca”, Garrett ngat 10i.

“Cau khong muén?”

Ga lac dau. “To6i da néi hét véi cd ay moi diéu t6i mudn ndi r6i.”

“Khong con diéu gi nita u?”

Garrett lwong Iy. “T6i khong biét. C6 18. Chi c6 diéu... toi thich hinh
dung ra m6t ngwoi khac dang ng6i & chiéc ghé kia hon. Chung ta c6 thé, néi
chung, lam nhu thé khéng?”

“Cha, bay gio, ching ta hdy ctr lam vd&i Mary Beth. Cau néi c6 1é con
diéu gi d6 cau mudn ndi vai co ay. Piéu gi vay? Cau mudn noi co ay da bo
roi va lam tén thwong cau nhw thé nao a? Hay mudn néi c6 dy lam cau
gian? Cau muon tra thu co ay ra sao? Bat c diéu gi, Garrett a. Cau c6 thé
ndi bat c diéu gi. Khong sao dau.”

Garrett nhun vai. “Um, tai sao khong thé 1a mot ngudi khac?”

“Bay gio, ching ta hay ¢t bao rang day phai la Mary Beth di.”

Ga trai bat chgt quay vé phia tdim gwong mét chiéu va nhin thang vao vi
tri Sachs dang ngo6i. Co bat giac lui lai, y nhu thé ga biét la c6 dang ngo6i
ddy, tuy ga thuc ra khong thé nao trong thay co.

“Co gang lén”, ong bac si khuyén khich.

Ga trai quay lai v6i Tién si Penny. “Dugc roi. Toi nghi la t6i sé néi rang
toi mirng vi O dy dang an toan.”
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Ong bac si cudi twoi: “Tot Garrett. Chiing ta hdy bit dau & do nhé. Néi
v6i c6 dy ring cau da citu co dy. N6i véi co dy 1y do tai sao.” Ong ta hat dau
chi chiéc ghé.

Garrett ban khoan nhin chiéc ghé trong. Ga bat dau: “Coé dy da dén Bén
tau kénh Nudc den va...

“Khong, hdy nhé rang cau dang néi chuyén vGi Mary Beth. Hay gia vo
nhw c6 ay dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé kia.”

Garrett hang giong. “Chi da dén Bén tau kénh Nwdc den. Cho dé, noi
chung, rat rat nguy hiém. Nguoi ta bi lam hai & Bén tau kénh Nudc den,
nguwoi ta bi giét chét & dé. Tai lo lang cho chi. T6i khong muon ga dan ong
mac quan yém lam hai ca chi nita.”

“Ga dan 6ng mac quan yém a?”, 6ng bac si héi.

“Céi ga dd giét Billy.”

Ong béc si nhin qua Garrett t&i chd dng ludt su, 6ng ndy lic dau.

Tién si Penny noi: “Garrett, cau biét ddy, du cau da cttu Mary Beth, c6
ay van c6 thé nghi la c6 dy da lam gi d6 khién cau noi gian.”

“N6i gian a? C6 ay chang lam gi khién to6i n6i gian ca.”

“Cha, cau da dwa c6 ay di khoi gia dinh c6 ay day thoi.”

“To6i dua c6 dy di dé dam bao cho c6 dy dugc an toan.” Garrett nhé ra
luat choi va lai nhin chiéc ghé: “T6i dwa chi di dé dam bdo cho chi dugc an
toan.”

Ong béc si tiép tuc néi giong diu dang: “T6i khong thé khong nghi ring
cau con muon néi chuyén gi do. Tw lic trwde to6i da cdm nhan duge diéu
nay - rang con c6 chuyén gi dé kha quan trong dé néi ma cau khong muén
noira.”

Sachs ciing trong thay diéu nay trén bd mat ga trai. Anh mét ga boc 16 vé
lo lang, nhuwng ga bi trd choi cia ong bac si gdy tdo mo. Diéu gi dang di qua
tam tri ga? Co6 chuyén gi d6 ga mudn néi. Chuyén gi?

Garrett nhin xuéng nhitng méng tay dai, day dat cat. “A, &, c6 18 1a c6
chuyén nay.”

“Co gang lén.”

“Pay la... chuyén kho noi.”
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Cal Fredericks ngoi viron ngudi ra phia tredc, bit gio lam lam trén mot
tap giay.

Tién si Penny no6i nhe nhang: “Chting ta hay hinh dung khung canh
nao... Mary Beth & ngay kia. C6 ay dang chd doi. C6 &y mudn cau néi ra.”

Garrett héi: “Cé 4y muén? Ong nghi thé a?”

“To6i nghi thé, 6ng bac si cam doan vGi Garrett. “Cau mu6n bdo co ay
diéu gi d6 lién quan dén cho c6 ay dang & chang? Cho cau da dwa c6 ay tdi?
N6 nhu thé nao? Co thé 1a 1y do tai sao cau lai dwa c6 ay tdi cai cho do?”

“Khong”, Garrett dap. “T6i khong mudn néi bat c& diéu gi vé viéc ay.”

“Thé cdu mudbn noi gi?”

“T6i...” Gigng Garrett nho di. Mong tay bung tanh tach.

“T6i biét la khé noi.”

Trén ghé ctia minh, Sachs ciling ng6i vion ngwoi ra phia trede. Nao, c
thady minh ty nha, nao, Garrett. Chiing t6i mu6n giup d& cau. Hay thoa hiép
vOi chung toi di.

Tién si Penny tiép tuc, giong nhw théi mién: “Bat dau nao, Garrett. Mary
Beth ngoi ngay trén chiéc ghé kia. C6 ay dang cho dgi. Co dy ban khoan
khong biét cau sip stra néi gi. Hay trd chuyén véi cd ay”. Ong bac si ddy
lon nwéc ngot lai gan Garrett va ga uong tirng hoi dai, chiéc cong va lanh
canh vao vo lon vi gd cam bang ca hai tay. Sau chéc 1at nghi giai lao nay,
ong bac si tiép tuc. “Chuyén ciu thyc s mudn néi vGi co ay la gi? Cai
chuyén quan trong do? T6i c6 thé thdy cau mudn noéi ra. Toi c6 thé thay cau
can ndi ra. Va t6i nghi c6 dy can dugc nghe.”

Ong bac si day chiéc ghé trong lai gan hon. “Co Ay kia, Garrett, ngbi
ngay kia, trédc mat cau, nhin cau. Chuyén cau sé néi vGi co ay ma tir trude
t6i nay chua thé néi la gi? Bay gio la co hoi cho cau. Bat dau di.”

Mot ngum Coke nita. Sachs dé y thdy doi ban tay ga trai run run. Diéu gi
sé tgi? Co ban khoan tw héi. Ga sap stra noi gi?

Bong nhién, Garrett viron minh ra phia triedc, bu6t thot 1én vdi chiéc ghé
khién céd hai ngudi dan 6ng trong can phong déu kinh ngac “T6i thuc su,
thuyc sy thich chi, Mary Beth. Va... va toi nghi la t6i yéu chi”. Ga hit sau
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may hoi, bing méng tay vai lan, réi boi roi tim lay tay vin ghé va cii dau,
mat do nhw gac.

“Pé la diéu cau muobn néi?”, 6ng bac si hai.

Garrett gat dau.

“Con diéu gi nita khong?”

“Unm, khong.”

Lan nay t6i lwgt ong bac si li€c nhin 6ng luat sw va lac dau.

“Ong”, Garrett 1én tiéng. “B4c si... T6i, n6i chung, c6 cau héi nay.”

“Cau hoi di, Garrett.”

“Pugc roi... téi c6 cudn sach ¢ nha va toi rat muén n6 duwgce dem téi day.
Do la cudn Thé gidi thu nho. Liéu c6 dugc khong?”

“Chiing t6i s& xem c6 thé thu xép khong”, 6ng bac si néi. Ong ta nhin
qua Garrett t6i cho Fredericks, 6ng nay dao mat that vong. Hai ngudoi dan
ong dirng day, mac ao khoac.

“Tam thoi thé da, Garrett.”

Ga trai gat dau.

Sachs voi va ditng day va buoc tré ra van phong. Vién canh sat dang
tric khong dé y viéc co nghe trom.

Fredericks va 6ng bac si birdc ra ngoai trong lic Garrett bi dan quay lai
phong giam.

Jim Bell lao ao qua ctra. Fredericks gidi thiéu anh ta v&i 6ng bac si, va
vién canh sat tredng hoi: “Co két qua gi khong?”

Fredericks lac dau: “Khong gi ca”.

Bell néi cwvong quyét: “Tdi vira lam viéc véi boi tham doan. Sau gid, ho
sé tién hanh budc t6i han va cho han dén Lancaster trong dém nay”.

“Dém nay?”, Sachs hoi.

“Nén dwa han ra khéi thi tran thi hon. Xung quanh day c6 vai nguoi
muon ty tay minh gidi quyét van dé vdi han.”

Tién si Penny noi: “T6i c6 thé thi lai sau. Ngay bay gid cau ta dang rat
bai r6i”.

“Tat nhién la han boi r6i”, Bell lam bam. “Han vira dé bi bat vi t0i bat

coc va giét nguwoi. Nhu thé néu la téi, t6i cling boi roi. Hay lam bat ¢ viéc
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gl 6ng muon & Lancaster, nhung McGuire dang vach 10i budc t0i han va
chiing toi s& dwa hin di bing tau thiy trwdc ldc troi t6i. A ma ndy, Cal, toi
phai bao anh: McGuire sé budc toi giét nguoi day.”

O tru s& chinh quyén quin, Amelia Sachs thdy Rhyme dang khé chiu
diang nhu c6 nghi.

“Nao, Sachs, hay giip d& cau Ben tdi nghiép thu don cac thiét bi va
ching ta roi khoi day thoi. Anh da bao Tién si Weaver la anh sé cé mat tai
bénh vién trong nam nay ma.

Nhung co c& ditng bén canh cita s6, nhin ra bén ngoai. Cudi cung, c6
noi: “Rhyme.”

Nha hinh s hoc ngang 1én, nheo mat xem xét co theo cai cach anh van
xem xét m6t dau vét ma anh chwa thé xac dinh duwgc. “Anh khéng thich nhw
thé dau, Sachs.”

“Cai gi?”

“Anh khong thich chit nao ca. Ben, khong, cau phai thdo phan @ng ra
trwde khi dong no lai.”

“Phan tng dy a?” Ben dang chat vat dong thiét bi thay déi nguon sang,
duwgc st dung lam hién cac chat ma mat thwong khong trong thay dugc.

“Cai but quang”, Sachs gidi thich va ti€p quan cong viéc nay.

“Cam on.” Ben bat dau cudn day mady vi tinh lai.

“Déang vé ctia em ay, Sachs a. D6 1a cai anh khong wa. Dang vé va giong
diéu cta em.”

“Ben”, Sachs héi. “Cau c6 thé cho ching t6i néi chuyén riéng may phut
dugc khong?”

“Khong, cau ta khong thé, Rhyme quat. “Chuing ta khong cé thoi gian.
Chung ta phai goi ghém d6 dac va roi khéi day.”

“Nam phut”, Sachs nai.

Ben nhin tr Rhyme sang Sachs va vi c6 chiéu vao anh ta &nh mat cau
khan chit khong phdai anh mat ttc gian, c6 gianh chién thang. Anh chang to
16n budc ra khoi phong.

Rhyme c6 gang chdn trudc: “Sachs, ching ta da lam tat cd nhitng gi
ching ta c6 thé. Ching ta da cttu Lydia. Ching ta da bat dwoc ké toi pham.
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Han sé chap nhan mot théa thuan diéu dinh nhan t6i va khai véi ho Mary
Beth dang ¢ dau.”

“Han khong dinh khai c6 dy dang ¢ dau.”

“Nhung do chang phai van dé cua ching ta. Chang con gi nita...”

“Em khong nghi han da lam viéc do.”

“Giét Mary Beth ay a? Anh dong y. Vét mau cho thay c6 gai c6 1é van
con song, nhung...”

“Y em 13, giét Billy dy.”

Rhyme lac lac dau dé hat mot lon téc kho chiu c x6a xudng tran. “Em
tin twdng vao cau chuyén vé ga dan 6ng mac quan yém mau nau vang ma
Jim dé cap tGi a?”

“Vang, em tin.”

“Sachs, han la mot thang bé bat hanh va em cdm thdy thwong hai han.
Anh cling vay. Nhung...”

“biéu do6 chang lién quan gi.”

“Em dung ddy, chang lién quan gi”, Rhyme néi gay gat. “Diéu duy nhat
lién quan la bang chitng. Ma bang ching thi cho thay khong cé ga dan ong
mac quan yém nao, dong thoi cho thdy Garrett da pham t0i.”

“Bang ching gogi y rang han da pham toi, Rhyme. N6 chwa chitng minh
duwgc diéu ay. Bang chitng c6 thé dugc dién giai theo nhiéu cach khac nhau.
Va lai, em c6 mot s6 bang chitng cia chinh minh.”

“Vidu?”

“Han nho em trong nom dén 1d con trung han nuoi.”

“Thé u?”

“Khong c6 vé hoi ky cuc sao, khi mot ké giét ngwdi mau lanh lai quan
tam dén nhitng gi xay ra cho nhitng con bo chét tiét nao d6?”

“Pay chang phai la bang chitng, Sachs a. Py la chién thuat ctia han. La
cudc chién tam ly, nham c6 gang pha v& sy phong thu cta ching ta. Thang
nhai ay thudc loai thong minh, hdy nhé nhuw thé. Chi s6 1Q cao, diém s6 cac
mon hoc & tredng cao. Va hay nhin nhitng thit han doc. Toan nhitng diéu
khon ngoan - han da hoc héi rat nhiéu tir 1i c6n trung. Va mét dac diém cuta
ching la ching chang cé nguyén tac dao dic gi cd. Ching chi quan tam dén
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viéc ton tai thoi. Day la nhitng bai hoc han da hoc. Day la sy phat trién cta
han & tudi du tho. N6 dang buon, tuy nhién né chang phai van dé cta ching
ta.”

“Anh biét ci bay han da dat. Cai bay canh thong ay?”

Rhyme gat dau.

“N6 chi sau hai feet. Va cai té6 ong bap cay bén trong thi sao? Khong c6
gi. Khong c6 con ong bap cay nao ca. Va cai bay ammonia khong dwogc bo
tri dé lam hai ai. Chi dé canh bao han la mét doi tim kiém dang dén gan coi
xay.”

“Pay khong phdi cac bang chitng thure té, Sachs a. Khéng phdi cac bang
chitng nhv to khan gidy tham mau chang han.”

“Han bao rang han tirng thu dam. Rang Mary Beth bi ddp dau va han
dung to khan gidy ay lau vét thwong. Du sao, néu han da cwdng hiép c6 gai,
mot to khan gidy sé c6 ich lgi gi?”

“Pé chui sach sé sau do.”

“Chang phu hgp vdi mo6 ta nao vé toi pham cuwéng dam em tirng biét cd.”

Rhyme ty trich dan minh, tir 16i néi dau cudn sach giao khoa vé hinh su
hoc anh viét: “Sy mo ta la ngwoi huwéng dan. Chirng ctt 1a...”

“Chua Troi”, Sachs doc not. “Dwgc roi, thé thi - c6 biét bao nhiéu dau
chan & hién treong vu an. Hay nhd rang hién tredng vu an bi xéo nat. Mot
s0 dau chan c6 thé 1a cta ga dan 6ng mdc quan yém.”

“Khong c6 cac diu van tay khac trén vii khi giét nguoi.”

“Han khang dinh ga dan 6ng dé da di gang tay”, Sachs phan cong.

“Nhung cling khong co6 van da.”

“Co thé l1a gang tay vai. D€ em kiém tra va...”

“Co thé, c6 thé... Théi nao, Sachs, day don thuan la sy phong doan.”

“Nhung anh nén nghe nhitng 16i han néi vé Mary Beth mdi phdi. Han lo
lang cho co gai ay.”

“Han dang dong kich day. Quy tac thit nhat cia anh la gi?”

“Anh c6 nhiéu quy tac lam”, Sachs lam bam.

Rhyme ti€p tuc chang chut boi roi: “DPo la quy tac khong thé tin twdng
vao nhan chirng dugc.”
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“Han nghi han yéu c6 géi, han quan tdm dén co dy. Han thyc sy dinh
ninh rang han dang bao vé co ay.”

Mot giong néi cit ngang. “O, han ding 1a dang bao vé cb géi. Sachs va
Rhyme nhin ra phia ctra. Tién si Elliott Penny. Ong ta n6i thém! “Bao vé ¢
ay trudc chinh ban than han.”

Sachs gigi thiéu hai nguoi vGi nhau.

“T6i mudn gap anh, Lincoln. T6i chuyén nghién cttu vé tam ly phép ly.
Nam ngoai Bert Markham va t6i cung tham gia mot hoi dong xét xtt, anh ay
danh gia cao vé anh.

“Bert la nguwdi ban t6t”, Rhyme néi. “Vira dwgc bo nhiém lam Truwdng
phong Kham nghiém S& Céanh sat Chicago.

Tién si Penny hat dau chi ra hanh lang. “Ngay lic nay, luat su cda
Garrett dang thao luan v@i tiy vién cong t0, nhung toi khong nghi két qua sé
rat thuan lgi cho thang bé dau.”

“Ong c6 y gi khi néi t6i viéc bao vé cd gai trwdc chinh ban than han?”,
Sachs hoai nghi héi. “Mot kiéu da nhan cach vé van a?”

“Khong”, ong bac si dap, chang hé bi vé hoai nghi dang kho6 chiu cta
Sachs gay béi roi. “Ro rang la cé nhitng kiéu rdi loan tinh than va xdc cam,
tuy nhién khong cé gi ky cuc nhw da nhan cach. Garrett biét chinh xac viéc
han lam v6i Mary Beth va Billy Stail. T6i kha chac chan rang han dang giau
co gai ¢ dau dé dé c6 gai tranh xa dwgc Bén tau kénh Nwdc den, noi co 1é
han qua da sat hai nhitng ngwdi khac may nam qua, va khién cho - tén thang
bé la gi nhi? - thang bé nha Wilkes sg hai t¢i mic ty t&. T6i nghi han dy
dinh cudng doat va giét Mary Beth cung ldc han giét Billy, nhung cai phan
trong han noéi yéu co gai khong dé han lam viéc nay. Han da dwa co gai di
khoi Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den cang nhanh cang t6t dé khoi ham hai co ay.
T6i nghi han qua da cwdng hi€p co gai, tuy doi véi han dé khong phai la
cwong hiép, d6 don gian la viéc hoan tit cadi ma han nhin nhan nhw la mot
moi quan hé. Han thdy né binh thwong nhu la vg chong dang trong tudn
trang mat. Nhung han van cam thay noi théi thic phai giét chét c6 gai nén
hém sau han quay lai Bén tau kénh Nu@c den va tom duwgc nan nhan thay
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thé, Lydia Johansson. Khéng nghi ngo gi, han da sap stra sat hai c6 gai ay
thay thé cho Mary Beth.”

“T6i hy vong 6ng khong xuat hién trong phan bao chita”, Sachs néi gay
gat. “Néu day la 16i chitng mang tinh thong cdm cta ong.”

Tién si Penny lac dau. “Can ctt vao nhitng chitng cit t6i da nghe duoc,
thang bé do sé bi bé tu du c6 hay khong cé nhan chirng.”

“Toi khong nghi han giét cau thiéu nién kia. Va theo t6i vu bat coc
chang hién nhién nhuv ching ta dang khién cho né trd thanh hién nhién
dau.”

Tién si Penny nhdn vai: “Quan diém nghé nghiép ctia t6i n6i han da
pham t6i. Hién nhién t6i chwa thyc hién tat ca cac bai trac nghiém, nhung
han da thé hién nhitng hanh vi phan xa hdi va rdi loan nhan cach ré rang -
va toi dang nghi tGi cd ba hé thong chan doan quan trong. Phan loai bénh
quoc té, S6 tay chan doan va thong ké vé roi loan tam than, Liét ké co stra
chita b6 sung cac chitng tdm than. Binh thuong t6i c6 phai tién hanh tat ca
cac bai trac nghiém khong? Tat nhién. Nhung han da boc 16 rd rang mot
nhan cach t0i pham, phéan xa hoi vo cam. Han c6 chi s6 IQ cao, han thé hién
nhitng 16i tv duy chién lwgc va hanh vi pham tdi mang tinh t6 chitc, coi viéc
trd thu la chdp nhan dwgc, khong té ra an nan... han la mét ké rat nguy
hiém”.

“Sachs”, Rhyme noi. “Van dé la gi? Bay dau con la cudc choi cta ching
ta ntra.”

Sachs phét 160 Rhyme va anh mat nhw miii dui cta anh. “Nhung, thua
tién si...”

Ong béc si gio ban tay 1én: “T6i c6 thé héi c6 mot cau khong?”.

“Gla?”

“Co0 c6 con khong?”

Mot thoang ludng ly. “Khong”, Sachs tra 10i. “Sao co?”

“C0 thong cam vdi han la diéu cé thé hiéu dwoc, toi nghi tat ca ching ta
déu théng cam vaGi han, tuy nhién c6 1€ co dang lan 16n tinh cdm nay vdi
ban nang lam me tiém an.”

“Nghia la thé nao?”
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Ong béc si tiép tuc: “T6i muén néi néu ban than c6 dang khao khat duoc
lam me, c6 c6 thé khong c6 quan diém khach quan vé sy vo toi hay c6 toi
ctia mot thang bé mudi squ tudi. Pac biét 1a mot thang bé mo c6i tirng phai
chiu dung nhitng nam thang nghiét nga trong cugc doi”.

“T6i c6 thé déng vai tro hoan toan khach quan”, Sachs néi gay gat. “Qua
nhiéu diéu chang hop ly gi ca. Pong co cua Garrett 1a vo ly, han...”

“DPong co la cai chan khong vitng vang cua chiéc ghé chitng cit, em biét
diéu d6 ma, Sachs.”

“Em chang can thém bat cit ciu chdm ngbn nao, Rhyme”, Sachs néi gay
gat.

Nha hinh sy hoc thé dai that vong, li€c nhin dong ho treo twong.

Tién si Penny ti€p tuc: “To6i da nghe thdy c6 hdi Cal Fredericks vé
Lancaster, vé nhitng gi sé xdy ra véi thang bé.”

Sachs nhuén mot béen long may.

“Cha, t6i nghi ¢6 c6 thé gitp do han”, 6ng bac si néi. “Viéc hitu ich nhat
ma c6 c6 thé lam la danh chut thoi gian cho han. Chinh quyén quan sé bo tri
mot nhan vién cong tac xa hoi dé lién lac véi ngudi giam ho do toa an chi
dinh va c6 phai dugc phé chuan, nhung téi chac chan rang chuyén nay cé
thé thu xép. Han tham chi c6 thé cdi mé véi co6 vé Mary Beth.”

Trong lic Sachs dang can nhac thi Thom xuat hién & nguwong cita: “Xe
bén ngoai r6i, Lincoln”.

Rhyme li€c nhin tdm ban d6 mét lan cudi cung, ro6i quay vé phia ngudng
ctra. “Hay xong lén mot lan nita, h&i cac anh em...”[34]

Jim Bell bwéc vao phong va dat ban tay lén canh tay da mat moi cam
giac cia Rhyme: “Chuing t6i dang t6 chitc mot cudc luc soat khu B& Ngoai.
Vi chit it may man, chiing t6i sé tim thdy c6 gai sau vai ngay. Nghe nay,
toi chang thé cdm on anh cho dua dugc, Lincoln.”

Rhyme lang tranh sy biét on 4y bang cai gat dau va chic vién canh sat
trrdng may man.

“T6i sé dén bénh vién tham anh, Lincoln”, Bell néi. “T6i sé mang rugu
Scotch t6i. Lic nao thi ho cho phép anh udng lai, nhi?”
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“Khong sém lam dau.”

“Em sé giup do Ben thu don”, Sachs noi voi Rhyme.

Bell bdo co: “Chung toi sé cho xe dwa chi di Avery.”

Sachs gat dau: “Cam on. Em sé dén d6 sém, Rhyme.”

Nhung dwong nhw nha hinh su hoc da roi khéi Tanner’s Corner roi, vé
tinh than néu khong phai la vé thé xac, va anh khong néi gi. Sachs chi nghe
thay tiéng rit nho dan khi chiéc Storm Arrow lao nhanh vé phia cudi day
hanh lang.

Muoi lam phit sau, ho thu don xong phan 16n thiét bi kham nghiém va
Sachs cho Ben Kerr vé nha, cdm on anh ta da tinh nguyén gitp da.

Theo sau anh ta, Jesse Corn xuat hién bén canh Sachs. C6 ban khoan tw
hoi liéu co phai Jesse da rinh rap bén ngoai hanh lang, cho dgi co hoi gap
c6 mot minh khong.

“Ong 4y 1a mot ngudi that dang né, phai khong? Ong Rhyme dy.” Anh
chang canh sat bat dau xép thanh chéng nhitng cai hop chang can xép.

“Anh 4y la nhw thé day”, Sachs dap vé ho hitng.

“Cudc phau thuat ma 6ng dy ndi tdi. N6 c6 chita khdi cho 6ng ady
khong?”

N6 sé giét chét anh ay. N6 sé khién bénh tinh anh ay tram trong hon. N6
sé khién anh 4y phai song doi song thuc vat.

“Khong.”

Sachs nghi Jesse sé hoi: Thé thi tai sao 6ng ay lai tién hanh phau thuat?
Nhung anh chang canh sat da dwa ra thém mot trong nhitng cau cham ngon
ctia minh: “Do6i khi ngudi ta thdy can phai lam mét viéc gi d6. Du cho n6 cé
vé vO vong.”

Sachs nhun vai, ty nht tham: Phéi, doi khi ngudi ta ci nhw thé.

Sachs bam nhitng cai khoa khéa hop kinh hién vi va cudn lai nhitng
doan day dién cudi cung. Co dé y thady mot chéng sach trén ban, may cudn
sach co tim dugc trong phong riéng ctua Garrett tai nha cha me nudi ga. Co
cam cudn Thé gidi thu nho 1én, cudn sach ga trai da dé nghi Tién si Penny
dem dén cho. C6 m@ né ra. Lat qua cac trang, doc mot doan.

https://thuviensach.vn



Co6 4.500 loai thu dugc biét téi trén thé gidi nay, nhung cé 980.000 loai
con trung dugc biét t¢i va wdc tinh chirng hai dén ba triéu loai nita van cho
doi dugc phat hién. Tinh da dang va tinh kién cwong dang kinh ngac cua
nhitng sinh vat nay dem lai cho ngudi ta con hon cd sy ngwdng mo thuan
tiy. Nguoi ta nghi t6i thuat ngit “biofilia” do E.O. Wilson, Giao su sinh vat
hoc va con trung hoc Harvard, dwa ra, y mudn néi cai tinh cdm gan b6 ma
con nguwoi cdm thay do6i véi cac sinh vat khac. Chac chan cling c6 co hdi 16n
cho m6t maéi lién hé gitta con nguwdi vGi con trung, gidng nhw moi lién hé
gitta con ngwoi véi mot con ché canh hay mot con ngwa dua 1ay giai hay
thue té, gitta con ngudi véi con nguoi.

Sachs li€c nhin ra bén ngoai hanh lang, noi Cal Fredericks va Bryan
McGuire van dang mé mai v6i cudc khau chién. Ong luat suw caa Garrett 10
rang sé thua.

Sachs déng ap cuon sach lai. Co nghe thdy trong tam tri nhitng 16i néi
cua ong bac si.

Viéc hitu ich nhat c6 c6 thé lam 1a danh chat thoi gian cho han.

Jesse bdo: “Cé thé ra truong ban thi hoi cap rdp. Nhung chi cé muén di
udng ca phé khong?”

Sachs pha 1én cwoi tham. Thé la rot cudc co6 cling nhan dwgc mot 101 moi
ca phé ca phao. “C6 1€ khong dugc. Toi sé dem cudn sach nay tdi phong
tam giam. Roi t6i phai t&i bénh vién & Avery. D€ dip khac nhé?”

“Thé l1a chi nhan 10i r6i ddy nhé.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI MOT

Tai quan Eddie, quan bar cach khu tam giam mot khoi pho, Rich Culbeau
lanh lung noi: “Pay khong phai la tro choi.”

“Tao khong nghi day la tro choi”, Sean O’Sarian dap. “Tao chi cuoi to
théi. Y tao 13, me kiép, don gidn 1a cudi to thdi. Tao dang xem doan phim
quang cao kia.” Ga hat dau chi chiéc man hinh ti vi bam day dau md& dat
bén trén cai gia dwng dau phong chién nhan hiéu Beer Nuts. “Poan thang
cha nay dang c6 gang dén san bay va xe han...”

“May hay nhu thé qua. May cgt nha. May chang cha y gi.”

“Pugc roi. Tao dang lang nghe day. Bon ta sé vao tir phia sau. Cai ctra sé
dugc dé md.”

“Pay la viéc tao dinh hoi”, Harris Tomel noéi. “Ctta sau khu tam giam
chang bao giod m@. N6 lic nao cling khéa va né co6, bon may biét day, then
ngang bén trong.”

“Then ngang sé dugc thao ra va ctra sé md. Ok chwa?”

“Pay la may néi thé”, Tomel hoai nghi.

“N6 sé mg¢”, Culbeau tiép tuc. “Bon ta di vao. Sé c6 chia khoa mé phong
giam thang nhai trén ban, cai ban sat bé ti. Bon may biét khong ha?”

Tat nhién hai ga kia biét cai ban. Bat c ké nao tirng qua dém trong khu
tam giam cta Tanner’s Corner déu bi sdy sat ong déng do va vao cai ban
chét tiét duwgc vit chat xuong san gan ctra, dac biét néu lai dang say xin nita.

“R0i, tiép tuc di”, O’Sarian néi, bay gio da chu y.

“Bon ta m@ khéa phong giam thang nhai va di vao. Tao sé dung binh xit
hoi cay xit cho né mét phat. Trum mot cai bao qua dau no - tao cé cai bao
b6 van dé dim meéo con trong ao, chi trum qua dau né thoi va dwa né ra
ngoai qua ctra sau. Néu muén né ct viéc la hét nhung chang ma nao nghe
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thdy dau. Harris, may sé ngoi trén xe tdi dgi. Hay lui xe vao sat ctra ay.
Btng tat may.”

“Bon ta sé dwa no di dau?”, O’Sarian hoi.

“Khong dén cho dita nao hét.” Culbeau noi, tw héi liéu O’Sarian c6 dang
nghi 1a bon ga sé dwa tén tu bi bat c6c vé nha mot diva trong bon khong.
Néu thé thi thang 6n giy gio xwong nay tham chi con ngu ngbéc hon
Culbeau van tuéng. “Dén cdi ga ra cii, gan dwong tau hda.”

“To6t”, O’Sarian nhan xét.

“Bon ta dwa n6 dén d6. Tao da co cai binh han xi. Va bon ta sé cho n6
tht ti. Theo tao thi chi nam phut la cung, thang nhai sé cung khai noi dang
gitt Mary Beth.”

“Varoi bon ta...” Giong O’Sarian nho di.

“Cai gi?”, Culbeau quat. Sau do6 ga thi thao: “May sap stta noi cai diéu
ma c6 1é may khong muén néi oang oang ra trwdc ban dan thién ha day
ha?”

O’Sarian thi thao dap tra: “May vira noéi téi viéc cho thang nhai thit mui
cai binh han xi. Tao thady n6 xem chitng chang hay hém gi hon viéc tao
dang dinh héi - viéc sé thuc hién tiép theo day.”

Diéu nay thi Culbeau phéi cong nhan, tuy tat nhién ga khong noi vdi
O’Sarian rang ga nay c6 1é da ghi dugc mot diém. Thay vao do, ga chi bao:
“Viéc gi dén sé phai dén.”

“Pung”, Tomel dong tinh.

O’Sarian nghich cai nap chai bia, dung né cay ghét ban trong méng tay
ra. Ga da trd nén cau kinh.

“Sao?”, Culbeau héi.

“Nhu thé nay mao hiém lam. Tém thang nhdi & trong rirng thi dé dang
hon. O chd céi c6i xay ay.”

“Nhung han khong con & cho cai c6i xay trong rirng nita”, Tomel noi.

O’Sarian nhin vai: “Tao chi dang ban khoan khong biét s6 tién ay c6
dang khong.”

“May muon ban lui a?” Culbeau gai gai bo rau quai nén, nghi néng thé
nay ga phai cao n6 di mdi dugc, nhung nhu thé thi cai cam xé ba ngan cta
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ga lai c6 thé bi ngudi ta chi y hon. “Tao van mudn tién chia d6i hon la chia
ba day.”

“Khong, may biét tao ddu muon ban lui. Thé nao cling duge.” O’Sarian
lai danh mat sang ti vi. Ga chi muc vao mot bd phim va lac dau, givong to
mat lén nhin mot nit dién vién.

“Hang khoan”, Tomel noéi, anh mat huwéng ra bén ngoai ctra s6. “Xem
kia.” Ga hat dau chi ra bén ngoai.

N{t canh sat toc dé nguwdi New York, cai co a rut dao nhanh phat khiép,
dang di bo ngugc 1én bén trén con pho, tay cam mot cudn sach.

Tomel nhan xét “Co em dep gai day. Tao cé thé xai mét chuat dwoc.”

Nhung Culbeau nhé anh mat lanh 16o ctia ¢6 4 va mii dao im phang
phac duwéi cam O’Sarian. Ga néi: “Khéng dang dé may nhoc cong.”

Toc do budc vao khu tam giam.

O’Sarian cling dang nhin. “Cha, ¢6 em d6 khién tinh hinh hoi xau di.”

Culbeau cham rai néi: “Khéng, khong dau. Harris, do cai xe tai & dang
kia. Va van dé n6 may.”

“Con co ta thi sao?”, Tomel hoi.

Culbeau néi: “Tao c6 vo6 khoi binh xit hoi cay.”

Bén trong khu tam giam, canh sat Nathan Groomer ngoi nga nguoi trén
chiéc ghé dwa op ep va gat dau véi Sachs.

Sy si mé cua Jesse Corn da khién co phat ngdy, nu cudi xa giao cda
Nathan khién c6 cdm thdy thodi mai hon. “Xin chao cd.”

“Anh la Nathan, dang khong?”

“Vang.”

“Con chim m6i kia”, Sachs nhin xudng ban anh ta.

“Cai vat cii k§ nay ay a?”, Nathan nhin nhuong héi.

“N6 la chim gi thé?”

“Vit troi cai. Chirng mot nam tudi. Vit. Khong phai chim méi.”

“Anh ty lam a?”

“Thi vui cda t6i. Cling con may con nita trén ban lam viéc cua t6i & tru
s@ chinh. Néu muon c6 ct viéc xem. Toi twéng co di roi?”

“T6i sap di. Tinh hinh thé nao?”
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“Ai cg? Canh sat trudng Bell dy a?”

“Khong, y toi la Garrett.”

“0, t6i khong biét Mason quay lai gdp hén, néi chuyén, c6 ging bat hin
khai c6 gai dang & dau. Nhung han khong khai gi ca.”

“Mason dang ¢ day a?”

“Khong, anh ta di r6i.”

“Con Canh sat trvong Bell va Lucy?”

“Khong ¢ day, ho di tat ca roi. Quay lai tru s@ chinh quyén quan. Toi c6
thé gitip do c6 duwgc gi?”

“Garrett mudn cu6n sach nay”, Sachs gio né 1én. “T6i dwa cho han dugc
chi?”

“Sach gi thé, Kinh Thanh a?”

“Khong, sach vé con trung.”

Nathan cam 14y né, kiém tra ky luwdng - Sachs d6 la xem c6 vii khi
khong. Ro6i anh ta tra lai. “Thang nhai ky quai. C& nhu trong phim kinh di.
Co nén dwa cho han mot cuén Kinh Thanh m&i phai.”

“T6i nghi han chi quan tdm dén loai sach nay.”

“Theo toi thi c6 ding day. Bé vii khi cta co vao cai két sat kia va toi sé
cho ¢o vao.”

Sachs bo khau Smith & Wesson vao va bugc vé phia ctra, nhwng Nathan
nhin c6 vé cho dgi. Co6 nhuén mot bén may.

“Cha, thwa 0, toi hiéu la c6 con con dao nita.”

“Q, vang. T6i quén.”

“Nguyén tac la nguyén tac, co biét day.”

Sachs dwa con dao gap ra. Nathan bé n6 xuéng bén canh khau sing.

“Anh c6 muén gitt cd bo cong khong?” Sachs dap nhe vao chiéc bao
dung cong cua minh.

“Khong. Nguoi ta khong thé gap rac roi 16n vai cai do. Tat nhién, & cho
ching t6i tirng c6 mot dic cha da gap rac roi 16n v6i né. Nhung chang qua
la vi ba vg ctia ditc cha vé nha sém va phat hién ra 6ng dy dang bi tréi co
tay vao coc giwong, con Sally Anne Carlson thi dang cuwdi [én 6ng ay. Nao,
cd duogc phép vao roi day.”
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Rich Culbeau, bi ga Sean O’Sarian nhut nhat bam rit, di'ng bén canh
mot bui tv dinh hvong da lui phia sau khu tam giam.

Cwra sau khu tam giam md& ra mot canh dong 16n, day co, rac, cac bo
phan 0 t0 cli, may moc hong. Ciing c6 khong it vo bao cao su eo uot.

Harris Tomel 1ai chiéc Ford F-250 long lanh cta ga tap vao lé dwong va
quay dau xe lai. Culbeau nghi Tomel dang 1é nén dén tir hwéng kia vi huéng
nay hoi 16 liéu, nhing con phé vang tanh vang ngat, hon nita, sau khi quay
kem stta b6t ngé dong ctra, chang c6 1y do cho bat cit ai di t6i khu vuc nay.
ft nhat thi chiéc xe tai cling con mdi va giam thanh t6t, né khong gay tiéng
on.

“Pita nao ¢ van phong dang truwdc vay?”, O’Sarian hoi.

“Nathan Groomer.”

“V@i co & c6m do a?”

“Tao khong biét. Lam thé quai nao ma tao biét duwgc? Nhung néu c6 a &
day thi c6 a sé phai bo sing va con dao da gi vao c6 may vao két sat.”

“Liéu Nathan c6 nghe thay néu c6 a hét 1én khong?”

Nhé lai &nh mat lanh 18o ctia toc dé va luGi dao loang 1én, Culbeau néi:
“Nhiéu kha nang la thang nhai sé hét chi chang phai c6 a.”

“0, thé, néu né hét 1én thi sao?”

“Ching ta sé trum nhanh céai bao 1én dau n6. Nay.” Culbeau dwa cho
O’Sarian binh xit hoi cay son hai mau trang - do. “Xit thap thoi vi ngudi ta
hay chui xudng.”

“Liéu né?... Y tao 13, liéu né c6 anh hudng dsi bon ta khéng? Hoi cay
ay?”

“Khong, néu may khéng ty xit thang vao cai ban mat may. Hoi xit ra
thanh lu6éng ch khong phdi thanh dam.”

“Tao nén nham vao ai?”

“Thang nhai.”

“Néu c6 & ¢ gan tao hon thi sao?”

Culbeau 1am bam: “C6 a la phan tao.”

“Nhung...”

“Phan tao.”
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“Puwogc ro6i”, O’Sarian nhat tri.

Hai ga chii dau khi di qua mot 6 ctra s6 ban thiu phia sau khu tam giam
va dung lai tréc canh ctra kim loai. Clubeau nhan ra n6 hé mé chirng nira
dot ngén tay. “Thay chwa, khong khoa”, ga thi thao. Cam thdy da ghi diém
trong mot cudc ddu nao day véi O’Sarian. Roi ban khoan ty héi tai sao ga
lai cAm thdy can thiét phdi dat dugc diéu dy. “Bay gio, tao sé gat dau. Roi
bon ta dp vao, xit hoi cay ca hai dita - ¢ xit cdi cia ng do that nhiéu vao.”
Ga dwa cho O’Sarian mot cai bao tai day. “Tiép theo trum céi nay lén dau
no.”

O’Sarian nam chat chiéc binh xit, hat dau chi cai bao tai thi hai xuat
hién trong tay Culbeau. “Vay chung ta sé tdm ca co a nita?”

Culbeau th@ dai, bie boi noi: “Phai, Sean a. Chung ta sé tom.”

“0. Pugc r6i. Chi thic mic thé théi.”

“Khi chiing n6 chang con khang cy dwgc nita, 16i nhanh ching né ra
ngoai. Pirng dirng lai vi bt cit 1y do gi.”

“Ok... O, tao da dinh néi. Tao c6 mang theo khau Colt ctia tao.”

“Cai gi?”

“Tao c6 khau .38 ly. Tao mang theo nd.” O’Sarian hat dau chi xudng tui
quan.

Culbeau im ldng mot 1at. R6i ga néi: “Tot”. Ga nam ban tay to twéng cla
ga vao tay nam cta.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI HAI

Liéu day c6 phai khung canh cu6i cing ma anh ngam nhin khong? Anh ban
khoan tu hoi.

Tt chiéc givong bénh, Lincoln Rhyme trong thdy dugc mdét cong vién
trong Trung tdm Y khoa cua Pai hoc Téng hgp Bac Carolina & Avery.
Nhitng cai cay sum sué, 16i di bd lwgn ngoan ngoeo qua bai cé xanh ri, voi
phun nuwéc bang dd ma mot ¢o y ta da néi vadi anh la phéng theo mot giéng
nuwdc noi tieng nao day trong khuon vién Pai hoc Tong hop Bac Carolina &
Chapel Hill.

Tt chiéc givong ngu tai ngdi nha cua anh trén dwong Tay Cong vién
Trung tdm & Manhattan, Rhyme c6 thé trong thay bau troi va vai toa nha
doc theo dai 16 Nam. Nhung nhitng khung ctra s6 & d6 cach san va kha cao
nén anh khong trong thdy duwgc Cong vién Trung tam trir phi chiéc givong
duoc day sat vao khung kinh, cho phép anh nhin xuéng dam cay cé.

Con ¢ day, co 1€ vi trong khi xay dung nguoi ta da lwu y t6i cac bénh
nhan bi chan thwong tiy séng va than kinh, nhitng khung ctra s6 dugc dat
thap hon. Tham chi cé thé cham t&i quang canh, Rhyme ty nhu mét cach
cham biém.

RO6i anh lai ban khoan khong biét liéu cudc phau thuat c6 dem dén chut
thanh céng nao khong. Liéu anh tham chi cé song sot khong.

Lincoln Rhyme biét rang khéng c6 kha nang lam nhitng viéc don gian la
diéu dang nan nhat.

Vi du, di ti* New York dén Bac Caroiina la ca mot dy an, phdi tinh toan
tredc bao nhiéu lau, phai 1én ké hoach that can than, sao cho nhitng kho
khan trong chuyén di hoan toan khong anh hwéng xau téi Rhyme. Nhung
cai ganh nang ghé gém anh phai chiu dung do chan thwong tré nén nang né
nhat moi khi né tac dong dén nhitng viéc nho nhdt ma mot nguwdi khoe
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manh von van lam chang can suy nghi gi hét. Gai cho nga trén thai duwong,
danh rang, lau miéng, ma& lon s6 da, ngo6i thang day trén chiéc ghé dwa dé
nhin ra bén ngoai ctta s6 va quan sat 1 chim sé lan 16n trong dam dat cat
cua khu vuon...

Anbh lai ban khoan ty hoi anh dang ngu ngdc t6i mitc nao.

Anh da gdp dugc nha than kinh hoc giéi nhat nwdc va ban than anh la
mot khoa hoc gia. Anh da doc va da hiéu cac tai liéu viét vé kha nang gan
nhw khong thé cai thién tinh hinh ¢ nhitng bénh nhan chan thwong tiy song
cdp do C4. Nhung anh van quyét tam tién t6i cudc phau thuat véi Cheryl
Weaver - bat chap nguy co la cai khung canh thon da bén ngoai 6 ctra s6
nay, tai mot bénh vién xa la & mot thi tran xa la, c6 16 sé trd thanh hinh anh
thién nhién cudi cung anh con dugc trong thay trong cudc doi.

Tat nhién la c6 cac nguy co.

Vay tai sao anh van sé lam phau thuat?

0, c6 mot 1y do rat xac dang.

Nhung do la mot ly do ma nha hinh sy hoc lanh lung trong anh khong
muon thira nhan va la mot 1y do ma anh sé chang bao gio dam noi to ra
thanh 10i. Vi n6é chang lién quan gi dén viéc c6 thé di di lai lai xung quanh
mot hién trwedng vu an tim kiém chitng ¢, chang lién quan gi dén viéc danh
rang hay ngoi day trén givong. Khong, khong, né hoan toan chi vi Amelia
Sachs.

ROt cudc thi anh da thtra nhan sy that: rang anh cang ngay cang s bi
mat c6. Anh 0 é nghi nggi rang s6m muon gi c6 cling sé gap mot anh chang
Nick khac - anh chang da tinh dep trai tirng la ngwdi yéu ctia c6 may nam
trwdc. Anh xac dinh diéu nay la tat yéu, chirng nao ma anh van con phai bat
dong nhw hién nay. C6 mudn c6 con. Co muén mot cudc doi binh thuong.
Va vi vdy ma Rhyme san sang mao hiém véi cai chét, mao hiém véi tinh
trang sé con toi té hon, hy vong rang tinh hinh ctia anh cé thé dwgc cai
thién.

Tat nhién anh biét cudc phau thuat sé khong cho phép anh khoac tay
Sachs di dao doc theo dai 10 Nam. Anh chi hy vong mot sw cdi thién hét sitc
nho - dich dén gan cudc doi binh thwong hon chit it. Bén gan c6 hon chut
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it. Nhung trong tri twéng tuwgng dang kinh ngac cia minh, Rhyme c6 thé
hinh dung ra dwgc ban tay anh nam lay ban tay c6, siét chat 1dy n6 va cam
thay cai 4p lwc mo ho ti lan da c6.

Mot diéu nhdé nhdt doi véi tit cd nhitng nguwoi khac trén thé gidi nay,
nhung doi vai Rhyme, lai 1a mot diéu ky diéu.

Thom buwdc vao phong. Sau chut im lang, anh chang noi: “Mot nhan xét
nay.”

“To6i khong muodn nghe nhan xét nao hét. Amelia dau?”

“Du sao t6i cling ¢t n6i vdi anh. Ba nam ngay anh chwa uéng.”

“T6i biét. That dén la byc boi.”

“Anh dang giir sttc khoe cho cudc phau thuat.”

“Ménh 1énh cta bac si”, Rhyme sot rudt noi.

“Chung c6 y nghia doi vdi anh tir khi nao vay?”

Mot cai nhan vai. “Ho chuan bi do hoéi t6i da thit day. Chang qua la toi
nghi sé khong khon ngoan néu lam tang thém lwgng cocktail trong mau.”

“Sé khong khon ngoan. Anh diung ddy. Nhung anh da chu y nghe 10i bac
si cda anh. T6i rat tw hao vé anh.”

“Qi, su tw hao - bay gid thi d6 ciing c6 mot thit tinh cam hiru ich day.”

Thom tiép tuc: “Nhung t6i muon néi diéu nay.”

“Pang nao thi cau cling sé noi, cho du t6i c6 muén cau néi hay khong.”

“T6i da doc nhiéu vé van dé nay, Lincoln. Cac budc tién hanh phau thuat
ay.”

“Q, thé a? Toi hy vong cau da st dung thdi gian clia cau.”

“T6i chi mudn néi la néu lan nay khéng dwoc, chiing ta sé quay lai. Sang
nam. Sang nam nita. Nam nam nita. Roi sé dwoc.”

Théi da cdm trong Lincoln Rhyme cling da chét y nhw tily séng cta anh,
tuy nhién anh van c6 gang n6i: “Cam on, Thom. Bay gid thi cai ba bac si dy
dang & cho quai quy nao vay? T6i da lao dong vat va dé tom duwgc nhitng ké
bat céc tam than cho nhitng con nguwdi nay. Toi nghi 1a ho sé doi xr véi toi
t@ t€ hon mot chat chi.”

“Chi &y m@i mudn mudi phut thoi, Lincoln. Con ching ta hom nay da
thay doi cudc hen hai lan.”
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“Gan hai mwoi phut roi. A, day roi.”

Céanh ctra phong bénh md ra. Va Rhyme ngang nhin, chd dgi dugc trong
thdy Tién si Weaver. Nhung d6 khong phai ngwoi bac si phau thuat.

Canh sat tredng Jim Bell, mat 1dm tdm mo6 hoi, bwdc vao. Ngoai hanh
lang dang sau lwng anh ta 1a cdu em ré, Steve Farr. Ca hai ngudi dan 6ng
déu dang rat cang thang.

Ngay 1ap titc nha hinh sw hoc nghi rang ho da tim thay xac Mary Beth,
rang ga trai trén thue t€ da giét chét cd gai. Va tiép theo anh nghi Sachs sé
that vong nhwdng nao trudce tin tirc ay, khi niém tin 6 dat vao ga trai v tan
tanh.

Nhung Bell dem dén tin tic khac. “T6i xin 16i phai thong bao véi anh
chuyén nay, Lincoln.” Va Rhyme biét rang da c6 chuyén gi do6 lién quan
mat thiét dén ca nhan anh hon, chi khong chi don thuan vi Garrett Hanlon
va Mary Beth McConnell. “Lic dau t6i dinh goi dién. Nhung r6i t6i cho
rang anh phai dugc nghe néi tryc tiép. Vi thé ma t6i tGi day.”

“Chuyeén g1, Jim?”, Rhyme hoi.

“Amelia.”

“Cai gi?”, Thom hai.

“Co ay lam sao?” Rhyme, tat nhién, khong thé cam thdy duwgc qua tim
minh dap trong 16ng nguc, nhung anh cam thay dwgc méau don 1én mat va
thai duong. “Cai gi? Néi toi nghe!”

“Rich Culbeau va hai ga ban di qua khu tam giam. T6i chang biét chinh
xac bon ho muu toan gi - chac cling chang c6 gi tot dep - nhung du sao bon
ho cling da phat hién ra mét canh sat cia t6i, Nathan, tay bi cong, ngoi &
van phong dang truedc. Con phong giam thi trong hoac.”

“Phong giam?”

“Phong giam Garrett”, Bell tiép tuc, y nhu thé diéu nay gidi thich tat ca.

Rhyme van khong hiéu y nghia cuia sy viéc. “Chuyén gi...”

Vién canh sat treéng néi bang giong coc can: “Nathan bdo rang cd
Amelia cua anh da gi sing khong ché anh ta va giai thoat cho Garrett. D6 1a
mot treong hgp cwdp nguc. Bon ho dang chay tron, bon ho cé vii khi va
khong ai ndm trong tay manh moi nao vé viéc bon ho ¢ dau.”
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PHAN 111
CUOC DAU TAY bOI
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CHUONG HAI MUOI BA

Chay.

Nhanh hét mitc cé thé. B6i chan ¢6 nhitc nhéi vi nhitng con dau khép
dang lan khap nguoi. Nguwoi co wét sting mo héi, da xay xam mat may vi
néng va mat nuéc.

Va c6 van con choang vang khi nghi tGi viéc vira lam. Garrett & bén
canh c0, im lang chay xuyén canh ritng ngoai vi Tanner’s Corner.

Nhur thé nay con hon cd ngu ngoc day, thua co...

Khi Sachs vao phong giam dé dwa cho Garrett cuén Thé gidi thu nho, c6
da quan sat gwong mat sung swéng cua ga trai lic nhan 1y cuén sach. Mot
lat tr6i qua, gan nhw c6 nguwdi nao dé bat budc cd, c6 tho tay qua cac chan
song, nam vai ga trai. BAi roi, gd nhin di cho khac. “Khong, hdy nhin t6i”,
cd yéu cau. “Hay nhin.”

Cudi cung thi Garrett cling nhin. Sachs xem xét b6 mat day mun, cai
mom giat giat, cap mat sam mau, doi 16ng may ram rap cda cau ta. “Garrett,
toi can biét sy that. Viéc nay chi la gitta cau va t6i thoi. Hay néi toi nghe,
cau da giét Billy Stail a?”

“T6i the la toi khong giét. Toi thé! D6 la ga dan ong kia - cai ga mac
quan yém mau nau vang. Ga da giét Billy. Do la sy that!”

“Cac chitng ct khong chitng to diéu nay, Garrett.”

“Nhung ngudi ta cé thé nhin nhan cing mot diéu theo nhitng cach khac
nhau.” Ga dap lai bang giong diém tinh. “No6i chung, nhw kiéu ching ta va
con rud6i cung trong thdy mot vat nhung cach ching ta nhin nhan n6 khac
v0i cach con ru6i nhin nhan no.”

“Y cau la gi?”

“Chung ta trong thdy mot vat chuyén dong - chi 1a m6t hinh dnh khong
ro nét khi ban tay ai dé dang c6 gang dap con ru6i. Nhung theo cai cach mat
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con ru6i lam viéc thi n6 trong thdy mot ban tay dirng lai trong khong trung
mot tram lan trong qua trinh ha dan xuong. Giong nhw mot tap hgp cac bic
anh tinh. Cung mot ban tay, cung mot chuyén dong, nhung con ruéi va
ching ta nhin nhan khac nhau. Va mau sac... Ching ta nhin vao mot vat
thdy doc mot mau do thuan nhat, tuy nhién c6 nhitng loai con trung lai thay
duoc chuc sac dé khac nhau.”

Bang chitng goi y rang han da pham t0i, Rhyme. N6 chwa chitng minh
dugc diéu dy. Bang chitng c6 thé dwoc dién giai theo nhiéu cach khac nhau.

“Con Lydia”, Sachs kién tri héi, nam lay vai ga trai tham chi chat hon.
“Tai sao cau bat coc co ay?”

“T6i da noi véi tat cd moi ngwdi ly do tai sao... Vi cd ta cling dang gap
nguy hiém. Bén tau kénh Nwéc den... d6 1a m6t chon nguy hiém. Ngudi ta
chét & d6. Nguoi ta bién mat & do. Toi chi bao vé co ta thoi.”

Tat nhién do6 1a mot chon nguy hiém. Nhuwng né nguy hiém vi mi chang?

Té&i day, Sachs noi: “Co ay bao cdu dang dinh cwdng hiép cb ay.”

“Khong, khong, khong... Co ta nhdy xudng nuwdc, dong phuc bi wét va
rach. Toi trong thay co ta, co biét day, tw trén cao, nguc co ta. Va toi bi...
kich thich. Nhung tat ca chi c6 thé.”

“Con Mary Beth. Cau da gay thuong tich cho c6 ay, da cudng doat co ay
a?”

“Khong, khong, khong! T6i néi vGi c6 roi. Co ay bi dap dau va t6i lau
mau bang cai to khan giay do. T6i khong bao gio lam thé, khong lam thé
vOi Mary Beth.”

Sachs dam dam nhin Garrett mot ltac 1au hon.

Bén tau kénh Nudc den... d6 1a mot chon nguy hiém.

Culi cung, c6 hoi: “Néu toi dura cau ra khéi day cau sé dwa toi t6i cho
Mary Beth nhé?”

Garrett chau may. “T6i lam thé, r6i c6 sé dwa co6 dy quay lai Tanner’s
Corner. Va c6 ay c6 thé bi ham hai.”

“DP6 la cach duy nhat, Garrett. T6i sé dwa cau ra néu cau dua toi téi cho
c6 ay. Chung t6i c6 thé dam béao cho c6 ay dugc an toan, Lincoln Rhyme va
t0i.”
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“Ong ta va cd c6 thé 1am duogc diéu dy?”

“Phai. Nhung néu cau khong bang long cau sé & tu lau day. Va néu Mary
Beth vi cau ma chét, cau sé mac toi giét nguwdi, cling y nhu cau da ban co ay
vay. Va cau sé khong bao gio ra khoi nha tu dvgc dau.”

Garrett nhin ra bén ngoai ctta s6. Duwong nhw anh mat ga dudi theo mot
con con trung dang bay. Sachs khong thé trong thay né. “Pugc r6i.”

“Co ay & cach day bao xa?”

“DPi bo sé mat tam dén muoi tiéng. Cling tuy.”

“Tuy cai gi?”

“Tuy xem c6 bao nhiéu ngudi dudi theo ching ta va tuy xem chung ta
bé tron than trong téi mitc nao.”

Garrett ndi nhanh, giong chac chan cua ga khién Sachs lo lang - nhuw thé
ga da du doan la sé c6 nguwdi ciru ga ra hodc da tinh toan trudc rang ga sé bo
tron va da can nhac viéc tranh bj truy dudi.

“Dgi day”, co bao ga va budc trd ra van phong. Co mé két sat, 1ay khau
sung va con dao va di ngwoc lai tat ca nhitng gi da dugc dao tao, di ngugc
lai tat ca nhitng hiéu biét thirc tién, chia khau Smith & Wesson vao Nathan
Groomer.

“T6i xin 16i phai lam viéc nay”, Sachs thi thao. “T6i can chia kh6a m@&
phong giam han va t6i can anh quay lai, cho hai tay ra dang sau luvng.”

Mat tron tron, Nathan Iwdng I, c6 1é can nhac xem c6 nén tim dén khau
sung deo bén hong khong. Hay - bay gio thi Sachs da nhan ra - co 1€ tham
chi chang nghi nggi gi hét. Vi ban nang hoac phan xa hodc chi 1a con gian
di* thuan tiy han da khién anh ta rit vii khi ra khoéi bao.

“Nhu thé nay con hon ca ngu ngdc ddy, thwa ¢6”, Nathan néi.

“Chia khéa.”

Anh ta m@ ngan kéo va quang né 1én ban. Anh ta cho tay ra dang sau
lung. Sachs cong tay anh ta bang chinh bd cong ctia anh ta va giat dit chiéc
dién thoai treo trén twong.

R6i ¢6 cho Garrett ra khoi phong giam, cling cong tay ga lai. Cira sau
khu tam giam duong nhu dé mé, nhwng c6 nghi 1a minh da nghe thay tiéng
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bwdc chan va tiéng dong co 6 to bén ngoai. Co lwa chon ctra trede. Ho thuc
hién mot cudc chay tron khong virong dau vét gi, khong bi phat hién.

Bay gio, da cach khu trung tam mot dam, vay xung quanh la bui ram va
cdy coi, ga trai huwdng dan c6 di doc theo mot 16i mon khé xac dinh. Nhitng
mat xich cta chiéc cong kéu leng keng khi ga gio tay chi hwéng ho phai di.

Sachs nhu tham: Nhung, Rhyme a, em chang thé lam gi! Anh hiéu ch?
Em khong cé sy lwa chon. Néu trung tam tam giam & Lancaster ding nhw
co nghi thi Garrett sé bi cvdng doat va an don ngay ngay dau tién va chac
chwa dén mat tuan sé thiét mang. Sachs ciing biét day la cach duy nhat dé
tim thdy Mary Beth. Rhyme da khai thac hét cadc chitng ¢t va sy ngang
nganh trong anh mat Garrett ndi vGi c6 rang ga sé khong doi nao chiu hgp
tac.

(Khong, t6i khong lan 16n gitta ban nang lam me v&i noi ban khoan dau,
Tién si Penny a. Va tat ca nhitng gi toi biét la néu Lincoln va t6i c6 mot dira
con trai, n6 sé doc 1ap suy nghi va buéng binh giong nhu ching t6i vay, va
néu chang may bat ct diéu gi xdy ra cho chung toi, t6i sé cau nguyén dé
mot ngwoi nao day sé trong nom noé theo cai cach t6i dang trong nom
Garrett...)

Ho di chuyén nhanh. Sachs ngac nhién thay ga trai len 16i qua cay c6i
mdi thanh thoat lam sao, mac du tay ga bi cong. Xem chirng ga biét chinh
xac phai dat ban chan xudng cho nao, loai cdy nao ngudi ta c6 thé dé dang
vach canh 14 di qua, loai cay nao sé can ngudi ta lai. Cho nao mat dat qua
meém khong buéc bén trén dugc.

“Pirng buwdc cho d6”, Garrett néi giong lanh lung. “Day la dat sét tur
vinh Carolina. N6 gitt chan nguoi ta nhu keo vay.”

Ho di bd nita tiéng dong ho cho tdi lic mdt dat tréd nén nhao nhoét, con
khong khi thi ddy mui métan lan mui cac chat bi phan ra. Tuyén duong rot
cudc chang thé di qua dwogc - cudi cai 16i mon 4y la mot bai lay 16n - va
Garrett dan Sachs sang con dwong hai lan rai nhya. Ho bat dau di qua cac
bui cdy moc lip xuip doc theo 1é duong.

Vai chiéc 6 t6 chay thong tha, cac lai xe khong dé y gi t6i ké tdi pham
ma ho dang di qua.
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Sachs ghen ty quan sat ho. Md&i chay tron dugc hai mwoi phit, c6 ngam
nghi, thé ma c6 da cam thay tim minh that lai tru6c cudc doi binh thuwong
cua tat ca nhitng ngwoi khac - va trede khiic ngoat den t6i cia cudc doi co.

Nhuw thé nay con hon cd ngu ngoc day, thua cé.

TTTTT

“Co ail!”

Mary Beth McConnell giat minh tinh day.

Cai nong va bau khong khi ngot ngat trong ngoi nha go da khién co
thiép di trén chiéc di vang hoi ham.

Giong néi, ¢ gan bén, lai goi: “Co oi, c6 khong sao chi? Nay c6? Mary
Beth?”

Co nhay khéi di vang va voi va buéc téi trwde 6 ctra s6 vo kinh. Co6 cam
thdy xdy xam mat may, phai cdi dau xuéng mot phat, dwa vao twong dé
ding virng, vét thwong trén thai dwong nhitrc nhoi dit doi. Cé nghi: Me may,
Garrett.

B6t dau dén, Mary Beth nhin dugc rd rang. Va co tiép tuc budc t6i chd
ctta so.

D6 1a nha truyén gido. Ong ta di v6i ngudi ban, mot ngudi dan 6ng cao,
dang hoi dan, mac quan dai mau xam va so mi lao dong. Nha truyén gido
vac riu.

“Cam on ong, cam on 6ng!”, Mary Beth thi tham.

“Nay co, co khong sao chi?”

“To6i khong sao. Han chira quay lai.” Giong Mary Beth van khan khan
dau dén. Nha truyén gido dwa cho cd6 mot bi dong nwdc nita va co6 udng can.

“T6i da goi canh sat thi tran”, ong ta bao Mary Beth. “Ho dang dén.
Mudi lam, hai mwoi phit nita ho sé dén. Nhung chiing t6i sé khong dgi ho.
Chung toi sé giai thoat co ngay bay gio, hai ching to6i.”

“T6i chang thé cdm on 6ng cho da dugc.”
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“Hay ding lui lai mot chut. T6i suot doi ché go va sau mét phuit cai canh
clta d6 sé trg thanh mot déng cti. Pay 1a Tom. Ong Ay ciing 1am viéc cho
quan.”

“Chao ong, Tom.”

“Chao c6. Bau c6 c6 6n khong?”, 6ng ta chau may hai.

“Trong thé théi chi cling khong dén n6i”, Mary Beth no6i, s vao vét
thwong da kho.

Thinh, thinh.

Chiéc riu bap vao canh ctra. Tt cho ctra s6, Mary Beth c6 thé trong thay
lwGi riu khi né vung 1én cao va bat anh nang. Canh sac cua né 1ap lanh,
nghia la né rat sac. Mary Beth titng gitip d& cha ché cui dé dot 10 suwédi. Co
nhG c6 da say mé quan sat ong biét chirng nao, sau khi két thiic cong viéc,
mai luGi riu vao mot tang da mai - nhitng tia Itta mau da cam bay tung lén,
giong nhw phao hoa trong ngay mung B6n thang Bay.

“Ké bat coc ¢o 1a ai?”, Tom hoi. “Thudc loai hw hong a?”

Thinh... thinh.

“Han la hoc sinh trung hoc & Tanner’s Corner. Han that dang sg. Hay
nhin tat cd nhitng cai nay.” Mary Beth hit tay chi ddm c6n trung bi nhot
trong lo.

“Chao 6i!”, Tom nai, ti sat ctra so6 dé nhin vao.

Thinh.

Céanh ctra niit ra khi nha truyén gido b6 duwgc mot manh 16n.

Huych.

Mary Beth liéc nhin canh ctta. Garrett han da gia c6 né cé thé bang cach
dong ghép hai canh ctra lai. C6 bdo Tom: “T6i cdm thay chinh minh la mot
trong nhitng con bo chét tiét cia han. Han...”. Mary Beth trong thiy vut mot
cai canh tay trai Tom thoc qua ctra s6 va tom lay c6 do c6. Tay phai ga thui
vao nguc co. Ga kéo manh c0 vé phia trudc, ap sat cac chan song, va dat cai
mom wGt nhoet, day mui bia v&i thuoc 1a 1én moi 6. Ludi ga phong ra co
gang lua qua hai ham rang co.

Ga suc sao nguc cd, bop véo, co gang tim thay dau va c6 qua lan vai 4o,
trong khi d6 c6 van dau di dé tranh ga, vira nho ra phi phi vira thét 1én.
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“May dang lam cai quai quy gi vay?”, nha truyén gido kéu to, buéng roi
riu. Ong ta chay t6i chd ctia s6.

Nhung treée khi 6ng ta kéo dwgc Tom ra thi Mary Beth da tom lay ban
tay dang so soang khap nguc c¢6 va ddy manh xuong. Co6 khién c6 tay Tom
swgt qua mot manh thay tinh nhon nho 1én trén khung ctra s6. Ga hét lén vi
dau dén va choang vang. Ga tha co ra, loang choang nga vé phia sau.

Chui miéng, Mary Beth tir cho ctra s6 chay vao giita can phong.

Nha truyén gido quat Tom: “May lam nhw thé lam cai me gi?”

Hay dap cho han mot phat! Mary Beth ty nht tham. BPap cho han mot
phat bang cai riu dy. Han that dién r6. Giao lu6n ca han cho canh sat.

Tom chang them nghe. Ga bép canh tay dang chdy mdau, xem xét vét
cta. “Chuaa 6i, Chda 6i, Chua 6i...”

Nha truyén gido 1am bam: “Tao dd bao may phai kién nhan. Sau nam
phtit la bon ta dwa dwgc n6 ra va chi nira tiéng dong ho nita 1a bon ta cho no
dang tay dang chan ra & cho may. Bay gio thi ké hoach cta bon ta r6i tung
1én ro6i.”

Dang tay dang chan...

Loi ga kia nam trong dau 6c Mary Beth mdt 14t triéc khi y nghia ctia n6
xuat hién: khong c6 cudc goi cho canh sat nao ca, khéng c6 ai dang téi ciu
cO.

“Troi 0i, nhin nay. Nhin nay!” Tom gio c0 tay bi cifa 1én, mau dang chay
rong rong xuong canh tay.

“D.me”, nha truyén gido 1am bam. “Bon ta sé phai nho ngwoi khau cho
dé lai. May ngu lam. Tai sao may khong dgi dugc chit? Théi nao, hay di xi
ly cho do da.”

Mary Beth nhin Tom loang choang buwdc vao canh dong cd. Cach 6 ctra
s0 mudi feet, ga dirng lai. “Do6 ché céi thoi tha! May hay san sang di. Bon
tao sé quay lai.” Ga li€c nhin xudng va cdi ngwoi khuat khoi tdm nhin mot
lat. Roi ga ding 1én, cam hon da ¢® qua cam to trong ban tay con lanh lan.
Ga ném né qua chan song. Mary Beth loang choang lui vé phia sau ding
luc n6é dap vao can phong, chi cach c6 chirng gang rugi. Co budng nguoi
lén di vang, khdc ntrc ng.
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Trong khi hai ga budc vé phia canh rirng, co lai nghe thdy Tom hét:
“May hay san sang di!”

TTTTT

Ca Ii dang & nha Harris Tomel, m0t ng6i nha dep nam phong ngut kién
tric kiéu thudc dia, toa lac trén bai co6 kha 16n ma ga chwa bao gio mo tay
stta sang. Y twdng veé viéc trang tri bai cé ctia Tomel chi 1a d6 chiéc F-250 &
dang truedc va chiéc Suburban & dang sau.

Ga lam nhuw thé nay vi, du sao trong bo ba ga ciing la ké da vao dai hoc
va sd hitu nhiéu 4o len hon so mi ca r6, Tomel phai no6 liwc hon mot chut dé
ra dang mot ga nha qué thoé 1au. O, chic chin gi ting phai ngbi ti, nhung
dé6 1a sau chuyén lam an bay ba & Raleigh, noi ga ban c6 phiéu, trai phiéu
trong cac cong ty ma van dé duy nhat cta ching la chiing khong ton tai. Ga
c6 thé ban ngang ngira mot tay ban tia nhung Culbeau chwa bao gio thay
hay nghe n6i ga ty minh truc tiép tan cong ai, it nhat la nhitng ngudi khong
quan hé gi tGi ga. Tomel cling suy nghi qua nhiéu, danh quéa nhiéu thgi gian
cho 4o quan, goi ruegu pha bang nhitng loai yéu cau riéng, tham chi tai quan
bar Eddie.

Bdi vay, khac véi Culbeau, ké lao dong quan quat xdy dung co ngoi cia
minh, va khac véi O’Sarian, ké xoay x& da cach nhat vé cac c6 nang phuc
vu ban dé cac c6 nang ay sdn soc tdi cai nha lwu dong cho ga, Harris Tomel
c* mac ké nha ctta san xwdéng. Culbeau do rang Tomel hy vong sé tao dugc
an twgng ga la mot ké ban tién.

Nhung do la viec caa Tomel va bg ba dang c6 mat tai ngoi nha vdi san
trdc san sau nhéch nhac cung cac vat trang diém tham co6 dén tir thanh pho
Detroit dau phai nham muc dich ban bac chuyén t6n tao quang canh, cac ga
c6 mat tai day chi vi mot ly do duy nhat: Tomel da dugc thtra ké bo swu tap
sung an dirt moi bo swu tap sung khac khi cha ga da cau ca trén bang & ho
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Spivy vao dém Giao thira cAich ddy may nam va ngay hom sau chang tinh
day ntra.

Ca li ditng trong can phong 0p go ctia Tomel, xem xét cac hop dung
sung, dung cai kiéu hai muwoi nam tredc Culbeau va O’Sarian ditng bén
canh gia bay keo ré tién @ cira hiéu tap pham Peterson trén pho Cay Thich,
quyét dinh xem tho céi nao.

O’Sarian cam lén khau Colt AR-15 mau den, phién ban dan sy cua khau
M-16, vi ga lic nao cling oang oang n6i mai vé Viét Nam va xem tat cd cac
b6 phim chién tranh ga c6 thé kiém.

Tomel lay khau Browning dugc kham dat rat dep ma Culbeau thém
muon y nhue ga thém muén dam dan ba con gai trong quan, tuy ban than ga
la mot tay sting trueong va ga thich khoan dwgc mot 16 vao tim con nai &
cach xa gan ba tram thuwdc hon viéc n6 mét phat khién mot con vit chi con
nam long. Phan ga, hom nay, ga lva chon khau Winchester .30-06 rat dién
cta Tomel vGi chiéc kinh ngam to hon han binh thwong.

Ba ga gbi ghém vo s6 dan, nuwéc, dién thoai di dong cia Culbeau, thitc
an. Va tat nhién ca ruwgu lau. Ca tti ngu nita. Tuy khong ga nao nghi cudc
san sé kéo dai.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI TU

Mot Lincoln Rhyme nghiém nghi lan xe quay vao la-bdé kham nghiém da
duoc thu don.

Lucy Kerr va Mason Germain ditng bén canh chiéc ban bang go ép cong
nghiép lic ndy dat kinh hién vi. Ho ditng khoanh tay tredc nguc va khi
Thom cung Rhyme vao phong, ca hai déu nhin nha hinh sy hoc cung anh
chang phu ta véi vé vira khinh miét vira nghi ngo.

“Thé quai nao ma co ta cé thé lam viéc d6é chi?”, Mason hoi. “Lic ay co
ta nghi gi?”

Nhung day chi 1a hai trong s6 nhiéu cau hoi vé Amelia Sachs va viéc c6
da lam, nhitng cau héi khong thé tra 10i, chwa thé, béi vay Rhyme chi hoi:
“C6 ai bi thwong khong?”

“Khong”, Lucy néi. “Nhung Nathan rat bang hoang, nhin xuéng nong
khau Smith & Wesson ma chuing toi that dién r6 mdi dwa cho co ta.”

Rhyme noé Iyc duy tri vé ngoai diém tinh, nhwng noi lo sg cho Sachs
xuyén thau trdi tim anh. Lincoln Rhyme von tin twdng vao cac ching cw
hon bat ctt thi gi khac, va cac chitng c thi chi ra rd rang rang Garrett
Hanlon la mot ké bat coc, giét nguoi. Sachs, bi vé ngoai cé tinh todn ctia ga
danh Itra, cling dang chiu nguy hiém y nhw Mary Beth hay Lydia.

Jim Bell budc vao phong.

“C0 4y c6 lay cai xe nao khong?”, Rhyme ti€p tuc hoi.

“Toi nghi la khong”, Bell noi. “T6i da héi xung quanh day. Khong c6 cai
xe nao bién mat ca.”

Bell nhin tdim ban d6 van dwgc dinh trén twong. “Pay khong phai mot
khu virc dé dang dé di khai, cling khong dé dang bi phat hién. Nhiéu dam
lay, khong nhiéu duong 16n. T6i da...”
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Lucy néi: “Hay st dung chd, Jim. Irv Wanner trong nom may con ché
san cho canh sat bang day. Hay goi cho DPai iy Dexter & Elizabeth City va
xin s dién thoai cia Irv. Ong ta sé 1an theo ddu vét bon ho.”

“Y kién hay day. Chung ta sé...”

“T6i mudn dé xuat mot viéc”, Rhyme ngat 19i.

Mason cédt tiéng cwoi lanh lung.

“Cai gi?” Bell hai.

“T6i muon thwong lvgng véi anh.”

“Khong thuwong lwgng gi hét”, Bell noi. “Co ta la mot toi pham chay
tron. Va cé sung, dé nha dan.”

“Chi ay sé khong ban bat ci¢ ai”, Thom noi.

Rhyme tiép tuc: “Amelia tin twéng rang khong c6 cach nao khac dé tim
thdy Mary Beth. D6 1a 1y do tai sao c6 ay hanh dong nhw vay. Ho dang dén
ch6 Mary Beth bi giam gitr.”

“Piéu nay chang thanh van de”, Bell n6i. “Van dé la khong thé cuép
mot ké giét nguwdi ra khéi nha tu dugce.”

“Hay cho t6i hai muoi tw tiéng dong ho triwdc khi anh goi canh sat bang.
Toi sé tim thay hai ngwdi cho anh. Ching ta c6 thé vach céac 16i budc toi.
Nhung néu dé canh sat bang va ché nghiép vu tham gia vao thi chiing ta déu
biét rang ho sé hanh dong ding theo quy dinh, ma nhu thé thi c6 nghia sé
c6 nhiéu kha nang dan dén thvong vong.”

“Thuong lwgng ghé nhi, Lincoln”, Bell noi. “Co ban anh da cudp tu
nhan cua chung t6i...”

“Néu khong nho t6i thi han da chang tré thanh tu nhan cta cac vi. Ty
cac vi chang bao gio tim thidy han dwoc.”

“Thoi, quén me no di”, Mason noi. “Chung ta dang lang phi thoi gian va
moi phut ching ta lang phi néi nay néi no bon né sé di duwgc xa hon day.
To6i tan thanh quan diém huy dong tat ca moi nguwdi & thi tran tim kiém bon
nd. Rai canh sat khap khu vic nay. Lam nhw Henry Davett goi y dy. Phat
sung truvong va...”

Bell cat 16i anh ta, hoi Rhyme: “Néu ching t6i cho anh hai muoi tw tiéng
dong ho thi chiing to6i dwoc gi?”
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“Toi sé & lai giup dO cac anh tim thdy Mary Beth. Du mat bao nhiéu
lau.”

Thom néi: “Cudc phau thuéat, Lincoln...”

“Quén cudc phau thuat di”, anh 1am bam, cam thay noéi tuyét vong khi
néi diéu nay. Anh biét lich cia Tién si Weaver sit sao dén mic néu anh bo
16 ngay hen da dat trén ban anh sé phai quay lai danh sach cho. Cai y nghi
la Sachs lam viéc nay dé anh khong lam phau thuat dwgc thoang qua trong
dau Rhyme. Kéo dai thém vai ngay va cho anh co hoi thay déi quyét dinh.
Nhung anh gat cai y nghi dé sang bén, néi khung Ién véi chinh minh: Hay
tim ra co ay, hdy cttu co ay. Trudc khi Garrett bd sung co6 dy vao danh sach
cac nan nhan cua ga.

Bi d6t mét trdm ba muoi bdy phat.

Lucy néi: “Chung t6i dang ditng truedc cai, nguwdi ta goi thé nao nhi, long
trung thanh bi chia sé, c6 phai khong?”

Mason néi: “Pung, lam sao chiing t6i biét dugc rang anh sé khong khién
ching t6i tim kiém long vong va dé co ta tron thoat?”

“Boi vi...”, Rhyme kién nhan néi. “Amelia da sai lam. Garrett la ké sat
nhan va han chi st dung c6 dy dé vuot nguc. Mot khi han khong can co ay
nita, han sé giét c6 ay.”

Bell di di lai lai mot Iic, dam dam nhin tdm ban d6. “Pwoc r6i, ching toi
sé lam nhw vay, Lincoln. Anh ¢6 hai muoi tw tiéng.”

Mason thé dai. “Va cach quai nao ma 6ng tim thdy c6 ta gitta chon
hoang di dy chi®?” Anh ta hét tay vé phia tdim ban do. “Ong sé& chi goi cho
O ta va hoi co ta ¢ dau u?”

“Pay chinh xac la viéc toi sé lam. Va ai d6 hay dua Ben Kerr quay lai
day!”

Lucy Kerr ditng trong van phong bén canh phong tac chién, goi dién
thoai.

“Canh sat bang Bac Carolina, Elizabeth City nghe day.” Giong phu ni
trd 1oi dit khoat. “Chi can gi?”

“T6i mudn gap Tham t& Gregg.”

“Xin gitt may.”
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“A 16?” Lat sau, mot giong nam gidi hoi.

“Pete, toi la Lucy Kerr ¢ Tanner’s Corner.”

“Nay, Lucy, tinh hinh thé nao? May c06 gai mat tich sao r6i?”

“Pa kiém soat dugc tinh, hinh”, Lucy néi, giong diém tinh, tuy c6 dién
tiét vi Bell ct khang khang yéu cau c6 phai nhac lai ding nhw 16i Lincoln
Rhyme: “Nhung ching t6i gap mot van dé nho khac”.

Mot van dé nho. ..

“Chi can gi? Vai canh sat a?”

“Khong, chi la truy tim vi tri mot may dién thoai di dong.”

“C6 lénh khong?”

“Thu ky tham phan sé fax cho anh ngay bay gio.”

“Cho t06i so6 dién thoai va so séri.”

Lucy cung cap thong tin.

“Ma vung nao day, 212 a?”

“D6 la mot s6 dién thoai cia New York. DPang st dung dién thoai di
dong ¢ ngoai vung dang ky.”

“Khong van dé gi. Chi muon cé ghi am cac cudc néi chuyén chi?”

“Chi can vi tri th6i.”

Va m6t tam nhin ro rang dén muc tiéu...

“Khi nao... hang huwgm. T¢ fax day...” Gregg ngirng lai mot chut, doc.
“0, chi 1a mot ngwdi mat tich?”

“Chi thé th6i”, Lucy mién cuong noi.

“Chi biét l1a ton kém ddy. Chuing toi sé phai yéu cau chi tra tién.”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Pugc roi, gitt may nhé, téi sé goi cac nhan vién ky thuat cta t6i.” Co
mot tiéng cach khe.

Lucy ng6i bén ban, vai rii xuéng, ban tay trai gap lai. C6 nhin cham
chdam nhitng ngén tay dé lén sau nhiéu nam lam vuon, vét seo cii do chiéc
dai kim loai cia mot thung go nang boi, vét that ngang & ngén deo nhan sau
nam nam deo nhan cudi.

Gap lai, du0i ra.
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Quan sat cac tinh mach va co phia dwéi da, Lucy Kerr nhan ra mét diéu.
Rang vu pham t0i cia Amelia Sachs da trit vao long ¢6 noi titc gian manh
liét hon bat ci¢ tinh cdm nao tirng xuat hién trong co ti tredc téi nay.

Khi nguoi ta cat mat mot phan co thé c6, c6 da cam thay xau ho, réi cam
thay that bat hanh. Khi chong c6 roi bo c6, c6 cam thdy toi 16i va nhan nhuc
chiu dwng. Va khi rot cude c6 tirc gian trdc cac sy viéc nay, noi tirc gian
cta co tra nhw than hong - né tda ra sitc nong ghé gém nhung chwa bao gio
bung 1én thanh nhitng ngon lra.

Nhung vi mot 1y do ma c6 chang thé hiéu dwoc, nguwdi nit canh sat dén
t* New York ay da khién con gian gitt manh liét va ngoai ra khong cé thi
cam xuc gi khac, bung 1én trong trai tim Lucy - twa nhw dam ong bap cay
tuon khoi to, giét chét Ed Schaeffer theo cai cach that khing khiép.

Con gian gitt manh liét trede sy phan boi lai Lucy Kerr, nguoi chia bao
gio cO y lam ai phdi dau dén, mét phu nit yéu cay cé, mot phu nit tirng la
nguwoi vo tot cia chong minh, nguwdi con gai hiéu thdo cta cha me, nguoi
chi gai hién hau, nguwdi nit canh sat chan chinh, mét phu nit chi mong muén
nhitng niém vui v6 hai ma cudc doi hao phéng ban phat cho tat ca, tuy
nhién dudng nhw quyét tam tr chdi riéng minh co.

Chang con cam giac xau ho hay toi 16i hay nhan nhuc hay buon rau.

Chi 1a noéi titc gian - tredc nhitng su phan boi xady ra trong cudc doi co.
T co thé co, tir chong o, tir Chua.

Va bay gio t* Amelia Sachs.

“A 16, Lucy?”, Pete héi tir Elizabeth City. “Chi dang & dau day chi?”

“Vang, toi day.”

“Chi... chi c6 sao khong? Nghe giong chi la la.”

Lucy hang giong. “Khong sao. Anh san sang chwa?”

“Roi. Khi nao thi doi twong thue hién cudc goi?”

Lucy nhin sang phong bén kia. Co héi to: “San sang chwa?” Rhyme gat
dau.

Lucy n6i vao dién thoai: “Bat ci¢ lic nao ké ttr lic nay.”

“Hay gitt may nhé”, Gregg noi. “T6i sé két noi.”

Lam on cho viéc nay c6 tac dung, Lucy tw nhta tham. Lam on...
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ROi c6 thém dong ghi chud vao 16i cau nguyén cua minh: Va, lay Chua
long lanh, hdy dé con ban mot phat tring tim ditra phan boi.

Thom deo b0 tai nghe qua dau Rhyme. R6i anh chang phu td bAm mot s6
dién thoai.

Néu Sachs da tat mdy, sé chi c6 ba hoi chuong va tiép theo cai giong phu
nit tram bong ém &i & hop thw thoai sé cat 1én.

MGt hoi... hai hoi...

“Al6?”

Rhyme khong tin minh lai cAm thay nhe nhom dwong ay khi nghe thay
giong Sachs. “Sachs, em khong sao chi?”

Im ldng mot chut. “Em khong sao.”

Rhyme nhin thdy, trong can phong bén canh, Lucy Kerr v4i guwong mat
rau 11 gat dau.

“Hay nghe anh nay, Sachs. Hay nghe anh nay. Anh biét tai sao em hanh
dong nhw vay, nhung em phai dau thd thoi. Em... em van nghe day chit?

“Em day, Rhyme.”

“Anh biét em dang lam gi. Garrett da dong y dua em dén cho Mary
Beth.”

“Pung vay.”

“Em khong thé tin twéng han dau”, Rhyme néi. (Pong thoi nghi trong
noi tuyét vong: Va ca minh nita. Anh trong thdy Lucy xoay ngén tay thanh
hinh tron, nghia la: Gi®* cho c0 ta dung cip may.) “Anh da thvong lvgng
v6i Jim. Néu em duwa han quay lai, ho sé c6 huéng xem xét tdi trang cia em.
Canh sat bang hién van chwa tham gia. Va anh sé & day tGi chitng nao tim
thdy Mary Beth. Anh hoan phau thuat r6i.”

Rhyme nham mat chdc lat, cam gidc t0i 16i xuyén thau anh. Nhwng anh
chang cé sy lya chon nao. Anh hinh dung ra céi chét cia co6 gai & Bén tau
kénh Nudc den, cai chét cia Ed Schaeffer... Twdng twgng thdy nhitng con
ong bap cay xum xit trén co thé Amelia. Anh phai phan boi c6 dé cttu co.

“Garrett vo t6i, Rhyme. Em biét cau ta v6 t0i. Em khong thé dé cau ta bi
dua t6i trung tam tam giam duge. O d6 bon ho sé giét chét cau ta.”
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“Thé thi ching ta sé thu xép giam gilr han tai mot cho khac. Va chiing ta
sé xem xét lai cac chitng cit. Ching ta sé tim kiém thém cac ching cu.
Chung ta sé cung lam. Em va anh. Chung ta da néi nhuv vay, phai khong,
Sachs? Em va anh... Bao gio cling la em va anh. Khong c6 gi ma chung ta
lai khong tim ra dugc.”

Mot chit im 1ang. “Khdng c6 ai ditng vé phia Garrett. Cau ta hoan toan
don doc, Rhyme.”

“Chung ta c6 thé bao vé han.”

“Anh khong thé bao vé mot ngudi triede cd mat thi trdn, Lincoln.”

“Ping dung tén riéng”, Rhyme néi. “bPiéu d6 sé dem dén xui xéo, nhg
khong?”

“Toan bo chuyén nay da la xui xéo r6i.”

“Lam on di, Sachs...”

CO noi: “DPoi khi, nguwdi ta chi can dya vao niém tin.”

“Bay gio thi ai dang phan phat cdc cdu chdm ngdén day?” Rhyme bat
budc minh cét tiéng cwdi - mot phan dé tran an Sachs. Mot phan dé tran an
chinh minh.

Tiéng rot ret mo ho.

Hay tré vé nha di, Sachs, Rhyme tw nha tham. Lam on di! Chuing ta van
con cutu van dugc gi do. Tinh mang em cting dang mong manh y nhu cai
sgi than kinh & c6 anh - cai sgi bé ti duy nhat van con hoat dong.

Va ciling quy gia y nhw vay doéi vdi anh.

Sachs noi: “Garrett bdo em la bon em c6 thé t&éi cho Mary Beth trong
dem nay hodc sang mai. Em sé goi cho anh khi nao bon em gdp dugc co
gai.”

“Sachs, dirng ciip may voi. Con diéu nay. D€ anh noi diéu nay.”

“Gi vay?”

“Du em nghi vé Garrett nhu thé nao, cling dirng tin twédng han. Em nghi
han vo6 t6i. Nhung cling hay chidp nhan la han cé thé c6 toi. Em biét ching
ta von van tiép can cac hién tredng vu an nhu thé nao, Sachs.”

“V6i mot tw duy md.” Co6 doc thude long quy tac. “Khong dinh kién. Tin
twdng rang moi cai déu co thé.”
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“Pung. Hay hita v6i anh la em sé nhé nhw thé.”

“Cau ta bi cong ma, Rhyme.”

“Ct cong han nhé. Va dirng dé han dén gan vii khi ctia em.”

“Vang. Em sé goi cho anh khi nao bon em gap dvgc Mary Beth.”

“Sachs...”

Puong day im bat.

“Me kiép”, nha hinh sy hoc 1am bam. Anh nham mat, trong con gian di¢
cd gang gidi thoat minh khéi bo tai nghe. Thom vuwon nguwdi vé phia trudce,
nhac n6 ra khoi dau Rhyme. Anh chang chai lai mai t6c tham mau cho nha
hinh su hoc.

Tt can phong bén canh, Lucy gac dién thoai va budc sang. Qua vé madt
cd, Rhyme c6 thé néi la viéc truy tim vi tri khong dat duoc két qua.

“Pete bao bon ho & trong vong ban kinh ba dam tinh t* trung tam
Tanner’s Corner.”

Mason lam bam: “Ho khong xac dinh dwoc cu thé hon a?”

Lucy néi: “Néu co6 ta gitt may thém may pht nita, ho sé c6 thé xac dinh
vi tri cia co ta chi sai s6 muoi lam feet”.

Bell dang xem xét tdm ban do6. “Puwgc r6i, cach trung tam thi trdn ba
dam.”

“Liéu han c6 quay lai Bén tau kénh Nuwdc den khéng?”, Rhyme héi.

“Khong”, Bell néi. “Ching ta biét rang bon ho di ra khu Bd Ngoai va
Bén tau kénh Nudc den thi @ hwéng nguoc lai.”

“Puwong ngan nhat dé di ra khu Bo Ngoai la duwong nao?”, nha hinh sy
hoc hoi.

“Bon ho khong thé di bg”, Bell vira néi vira budc tGi trde tam ban do.
“Bon ho sé phdi di 6 to6 hodc vira 6 t6 vira thuyén. Co hai duong dé ra do.
Bon ho cé thé theo duwong 112 vé phia nam dén duwong 17. Theo tuyén ay
bon ho dén Elizabeth City va c6 thé dung thuyén, hodc tiép tuc di hét duong
17 dén duong 158 roi lai xe ra bai bién. Hodc bon ho ¢6 thé lya chon duwdng
Harper... Mason, anh ldy Frank Sturgis va Trey, dén duong 112. Dung rao
chan tai Belmont.”

Rhyme nhan ra day la 6 M-10 trén tam ban do.
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Vién canh sat tredng ti€ép tuc: “Lucy, co va Jesse ldy thém Harper xuéng
dwong Millerton. Dung rao chan tai ddy”. Pay 1a 6 H-14.

Bell goi cau em ré vao. “Steve, cau diéu phoi thong tin lién lac va trang
bi b6 dam cho tat cd moi ngwdi néu ai chwa c6.”

“R0 r6i, Jim.”

Bell bdo Lucy va Mason: “Théng bdo véi tat cd moi nguwoi la Garrett
dang mac bo do ni cua phong tam giam. Mau xanh lo. Ban gai anh dang
mdc gi? Toi khong nhd.”

“Co ay khong phai ban gai t6i”, Rhyme tra 19i.

“Xin 16i.”

Rhyme noi: “Quan bo, 4o phong den”.

“C0 ta c6 doi mu khong?”

“Khong.”

Lucy va Mason di ra ctra.

Mot lat sau, can phong chi con Bell, Rhyme va Thom.

Vién cdnh sat trudng goi cho canh sat bang, dé nghi vién tham t vira
gitip do ho dinh vi s6 may di dong c* ngudi theo doi tan s6 do, vi doi tuwgng
mat tich co thé sé lién lac lai.

Rhyme dé y thay Bell ngttng mdt chit. Anh ta li€c nhin Rhyme va néi
vao dién thoai: “Cam on dé nghi ctia anh, Pete. Nhung t&i ldc nay mdi la
mot d6i twong mat tich. Chwa c6 gi nghiém trong dau.”

Bell gac may, lam bam: “Chwa c6 gi nghiém trong. Lay Chua, lay Chua
t0i”.

Muoi lam phit sau, Ben Kerr buéc vao van phong. Anh ta thuc té€ c6 vé
murng r& dugce quay lai, tuy ro rang la boi réi trwdc cdi tin titc doi hoéi su
quay lai cua anh ta.

Anh ta cing Thom d& cac thiét bi khdm nghiém muwon cta canh sat bang
da dwoc go6i ghém lai, trong lic Rhyme dam dam nhin tdm ban d6 va cac
bang chirng cu trén twong.
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TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG TRUC TIEP - BEN TAU KENH NUOC
DEN

 Khan gidy Kleenex thim méau
* Bui da voi

* Nitrate

* Phot phat

*« Ammonia

* Chat tay

» Camphene

TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP — PHONG RIENG CUA
GARRETT

 Xa chon hoi

» L4 thong bi cat roi khoi canh
* Cac btrc vé con trung

« Anh chyp gia dinh

« Anh chup Mary Beth

* Cac sach vé con trung
 Day cau

* Tién

* Chia khoéa chwra xac dinh
* Dau héa

*« Ammonia

* Nitrate

» Camphene

TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP - MO DA

» Ti vai bao bi cli - Khong doc dugce tén in bén trén
* Ngo - Thire an chan nuoi?
* Muoi than trén tui
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* Nudc dong chai nhan hiéu Deer Park
* Bich quy pho mat nhan hiéu Planters

TIM THAY TAI HIEN TRUONG GIAN TIEP - COI XAY

* Ban d6 khu virc Bo Ngoai
« Cat bai bién
« L. thich/s6i da rira

Rhyme dam dam nhin bang chitng ¢t cudi cung, nhan ra rang chitng c
Sachs tim thay tai c6i xay méi it éi lam sao. Pay luén luon la van dé khi
nguoi ta da dat caAc manh moi hién nhién tim thdy tai hién truong vu an vao
mot dia diém cu thé - vi du nhuv cho cat va tdm ban d6. Xét theo khia canh
tam ly, nguwoi ta b6t tap trung chd y va ra soat it can than hon. Anh wéc gi
ho c6 them chitng ct tw hién truong nay.

R6i Rhyme nh¢ lai mot viéc. Lydia no6i rang Garrett thay quan 4o khi doi
tim kiém dang dén gan. Tai sao? Ly do duy nhat la han biét nhitng quan ao
han gidu & dé c6 thé tiét 16 noi han giau Mary Beth. Anh liéc nhin Bell.
“Anh bao Garrett dang mac bd d6 ni cda tu nhan a?”

“Phai.”

“Anh c6 quan 4o han mac ldac bi bat chi?”

“0 dang phong tam giam.”

“Anh c* ngwoi dem dén day dugc khong?”

“Cho quan 4o ay a? Co ngay.”

“Hay yéu cau bé chiing vao tii gidy.” Rhyme dwa ra ménh 1énh. “Dling
gap lai.”

Vién canh sat treéng goi tdi phong tam giam, yéu cau mot canh sat dem
chd quan do dén. Tt nhitng cau trao d6i & dau diay dang nay, Rhyme suy
luan rang vién canh sat kia con hon ca sung swéng khi dugc gép phan vao
viéc tim thay cdi cd & da tr6i chan tréi tay anh ta lai véi nhau va lam anh ta
phai mat mat.
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Rhyme dam dam nhin tdm ban do bo bién mién Bong. Ho cé thé thu hep
pham vi ra soat, chi tap trung vao cac ng6i nha c6 - vi chiing cé nhitng chiéc
den dot bang camphene - va chi tap trung vao cac ngoi nha khong nam sat
bai bién - véi dau vét caa 14 thich va s6i. Nhung viéc xac dinh mot khu vue
cu thé thi that dang nan. Hang tram dam.

Dién thoai cua Bell d6 chudong. Anh ta nhan cudc goi va trao déi mot
phtt roi ciip mdy. Anh ta budc tdi trede tdm ban do. “Céc rao chan da duoc
dung. Garrett va Amelia c6 thé sé di vao trong ndi dia & cho nay dé vong
qua - anh ta dap dap vao 6 M-10 - nhung ttr vi tri cia Mason va Frank, canh
dong nay nam trong tam quan sat tot va bon ho sé bi phat hién.”

Rhyme hoi: “Tuyén dwong sat phia nam thi tran thi sao?”

“N6 khong dwoc stt dung dé ché hanh khach. N6 la tuyén van chuyén
hang hoéa va khong cé lich tau chay. Nhung bon ho cé thé di bd doc theo do.
Do 1a ly do tai sao toi dung rao chan tai Belmont. T6i cudc rang bon ho sé
di 16i ay. To6i cling dang nghi Garrett cé thé lan trén mot thoi gian trong khu
Bao ton sinh thai Thac Manitou - v&i mdi quan tdm cua han dén con trung
va thién nhién hodc dai loai vay. Han c6 thé van hay & d6.” Bell dap dap
vao 0 T-10.

Farr hoi: “San bay thi sao?”

Bell nhin Rhyme: “C6 ta c6 thé 1ai trdm may bay di khong?”

“Khong, c6 ay khong biét 1ai may bay.”

Rhyme dé y thdy mot ghi chd trén tdm ban d6. Anh héi: “Can ctt quan
sy gl kia?”

“No tung duge st dung lam kho vi khi trong thap ky sau muoi va bay
muoi. Pa dong cira nhiéu nam nay roi. Nhung khap ché d6 c6 cac duong
ham va boong ke. Ching ta sé can dén hai chuc nguwdi méi luc soat hét cho
d6 va han van c6 thé tim duegc mot cai x6 dé an tron.”

“Cho do c6 luc Iwgng tuan tra khong?”

“Truéce thi c6, bay gio thi khong.”

“Khu vire hinh vuéng kia 1a gi? O 6 E-5 va E-6 dy?”

“Kia a? C0 1é la cai cong vién gidi tri cti”, Bell noi, nhin Farr va Ben.
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“Pung”, Ben x4ac nhan. “Ho6i nhé em trai ti va t6i hay dén day. N6 duoc
goi la, gi nhi? Noc Nha Anh diéng hodc dai loai vay.”

Bell gat dau. “N6 tirng la khu vui choi gidi tri cia mot lang nguwdi Anh
diéng. Cach day may nam thi ngirng hoat dong - khong c6 ai dén day nita.
Williamsburg va Sau La Co dugc wa thich hon nhiéu. La noi an tron t6t,
nhung nam & huwéng ngwoc lai hwdng ra khu Bo Ngoai. Garrett sé khong
dén day dau.”

Bell ddt tay vao 0 H-14. “Lucy dang ¢ day. Ma & nhitng khu vuc do
Garrett va Amelia sé phai bam theo dwong Harper. R0Oi xa con duwong sé la
dam lay day dat sét. Bon ho phai mat hang ngay troi méi di qua dugc - néu
bon ho con sdng sé6t, ma chwa chac bon ho da séng sét noi. Bdi vay... Toi
nghi chung ta hdy ct cho xem sé xay ra chuyeén gi.”

Rhyme lo dang gat dau, cap mat anh di chuyén tir moc dia hinh nay sang
moc dia hinh khac trén tdim ban d6 quan Paquenoke y nhu chién hitu cta
anh - con nhang bat kham, lic bay gio da bay khai.
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CHUONG HAI MUCI LAM

Garrett Hanlon dan Amelia di xu6i mot con dwong rong trai nhwa. Ho di
cham hon lic nay, mét 1tr vi néng va gang strc.

Khu vire nay c6 nhitng nét quen va co6 nhan ra day la dwong Kénh Pao —
con dwong sang hom nay ho da di tr tru s& chinh quyén quan dén kham
nghiém hién treong vu an ¢ Bén tau kénh Nudc den. Co cé thé trong thay
tredc mat nhitng gon séng lan tan den tham cua séng Paquenoke. Bén kia
kénh dao la nhitng ng6i nha 16n, dep dé ma c6 da binh pham véi Lucy.

Sachs nhin xung quanh. “T6i khong hiéu. Day la con duwong chinh dan
vao thi tran. Tai sao chang c6 rao chan nao?”.

“Ho nghi chung ta di 16i khac. Ho da dung rao chan ¢ phia dong va phia
nam so voi day.”

“Lam thé nao ma cau biét duwoc?”

Garrett trd 10i: “Ho nghi t6i ky cuc. Ho nghi t6i la thang ngu. Khi minh
khac moi nguoi thi moi nguwoi hay nghi nhw vay. Nhung toi khong nhw
vay”.

“Nhung ching ta dang di dén chd Marry Beth?”

“Chac chan roi. Chi khéng phai theo 16i ma ho nghi.”

Mot lan ntta, sy tu tin va thiéu cdi mdé cta Garrett lai khién Sachs lo
lang, nhung sau do co lai chd y vao con duwong, ho tiép tuc di trong im lang.
Mat hai mwoi phit, ho & cach cai nga ba noi Kénh Pao két thiic tai duwong
112 t6i da nira dam - Billy Stail da bi sat hai & nga ba nay.

“Nghe nao!”, Garrett thi thao, hai ban tay bi cong tim ldy canh tay
Sachs.

Co nghénh nghénh dau nhung khong nghe thay gi ca.

“Nap vao bui di”. Ho lui t* dwong vao mot bui nhya rudi 14 co ngua

’,

ngita.
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“Gi thé?”, Sachs hoi.

“Xuyt.”

Mot 14t sau, mot chiéc xe tai 16n khong thung chay lai tir phia sau ho.

“NO tr cai nha may kia”, Garrett thi thao. “0 phia trudc mat.”

Chit in trén thanh xe cho thdy né thuéc Cong ty Davett. C6 nhan ra tén
ctia ngwoi dan ong da gidp dd ho xtr ly cac chitng cir. Chiéc xe di qua r6i ,
ho tr@ ra duong.

“Lam thé nao ma cau nghe thay?”

“0, nguoi ta phai luén luén than trong. Giong nhw nhitng con buwém
dem.”

“Nhitng con buém dém? Y cau la gi?”

“Nhitng con buém dém rat hay. Ching, néi chung, cdm nhan dugc song
sieu am. Chung c6 ra da phat hién cac vat. Khi mot con doi phéng ra mot
chum am thanh dé tim kiém ching, nhitng con buém dém lién gap canh lai
va thd minh roi xudng dat, an trén. Ca tw truong va dién trwong nita — con
trung cling cam nhan dugc. Noi chung, nhitng tht ma ching ta tham chi
khong y thitc duge. Co biét 1a ngwoi ta c6 thé du mot so loai con trung bang
song radio chit? Hodc dudi chiing di, tuy thudc vao tan s6.” Garrett chgt im
lang, dau quay sang hwéng khac, bat dong. Roi ga lai nhin Sachs. Ga néi:
“Nguoi ta phai luon luon lang nghe. Néu khong cé thé bi ké khac thop co
lic nao cha biét”.

“Ké nao?”, Sachs ngap ngung hoi.

“Co biét day, tat cd.” Roi Garrett hat dau chi ngwgc 1én phia trén con
duwong, vé huéng Bén tau kénh Nudc den va song Paquenoke. “Mudi phut
nita la ching ta sé dugc an toan. Ho sé khong bao gid tim thdy ching ta.”

Sachs dang ban khoan ty hoi thue té thi diéu gi sé xdy ra cho Garrett khi
ho tim thdy Mary Beth va quay lai Tanner’s Corner. Ga sé van phdai nhan
mot so tdi. Nhung néu Mary Beth chitng thyc cau chuyén vé ké giét nguoi
thue su - gd dan 6ng mac quan yém mau nau vang - trong treong hgp do, uy
vién cong t0 c6 thé sé chap nhan Garrett da bat céc c6 gai vi 1gi ich ctia ban
than c6. Loi bién hd cho cac t6i khac sé duwge moi toa an hinh sy chap nhan.
Va ga c6 thé sé trang an.
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Nhung ai 1a gd dan 6ng mac quan yém? Tai sao ga rinh mo trong nhitng
canh ritng xung quanh Bén tau kénh Nuwéc den? Ga da gay ra cac vu an
mang trong vong vai nam qua va dang c6 gang do t0i cho Garrett chang?
Ga da doa dam thang bé Todd Wilkes t&i mirc né phai tw ti? Liéu c6 hay
khong mét dwong day ma tuy ma Billy Stail tham gia vao? Sachs biét van
dé ma tuy @ cac thi trdn nho cling nghiém trong nhuw & cac thanh pho 16n
vay.

ROi cai y nghi nay xuat hién trong c6: rang Garrett c6 thé nhan dién tha
pham thuc sw da sat hai Billy Stail — gd dan 6ng mac quan yém, ké tGi lic
nay chac phdi nghe noéi vé vu tron chay réi, va dang mo di tim kiém Garrett,
tim kiém ca c6 nita. D€ bit miéng ho. Co6 1€ nén...

Garrett dot ngot ding sitng lai, khuon mat hién vé sg hai. Ga xoay nguoi
mot vong.

“G1 thé?”, Sachs thi thao.

“O t6?”, dang phéng nhanh.”

“Dau?”

“Xuyt.”

Ho nhin thay anh dén quét tir phia sau.

Nguoi ta phdi luén lubn ldng nghe. Néu khéng c6 thé bi ké khdc thop co
ltic nao cha biét.

“Khong!”, Garrett sitng so kéu lén va day Sachs vao mot khém lach.

Hai chiéc xe tuan tra ctia quan Paquenoke lao doc theo dwong Kénh
Pao. Co khong trong thdy dugce ai dang 1ai chiéc xe thit nhat, nhung vién
canh sat ngoi & ghé hanh khach — vién canh sat da den da treo tdim bang viét
cho Rhyme — nheo mat cham chii quan sat khu ritng. Anh ta cam khau sting
san. Lucy Kerr 14i chiéc xe thit hai. Jesse Corn ng6i bén canh cé.

Garrett va Sachs nam dan xudng dat, ndp dudi dam cé choi.

Nhitng con buém dém lién gap canh lai va tha minh roi xuéng dat...

Hai chiéc xe lao qua va phanh kit lai noi dwong Kénh Pao gap duwong
112. Ching do ngang duwong, chan ca hai lan duong, va nhitng ngudi canh
sat roi khai xe, vii khi san sang.

“Chan duong”, Sachs 1am bam. “Khi gi6 that.”
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“Khong, khong, khong”, Garrett 1am bam, diéng ngwoi. “Ho phdi nghi la
chuing ta di 16i kia chit - vé phia dong. Ho phai nghi nhw thé chit!”

Mot chiéc xe ché khach chay qua Sachs va Garrett, gidam toc do & cudi
con dwong. Lucy vay cho chiéc xe dirng lai va téi hoi han nguwoi 1ai xe. Roi
ho yéu cau anh ta ra khoi xe va mé cop xe, kham xét ky ludng.

Garrett nam thu lu trong dam c6. “Lam thé quai nao ma ho xac dinh
dwgc chung ta sé di 16i nay nhi?”, ga thi tham. “Lam thé quai nao ch?”

Vi ho cé Lincoln Rhyme, Sachs tham tré 10i.

“Ho khong trong thay gi hét, Lincoln”, Jim Bell bao anh.

“Amelia va Garrett sé chang doi nao lai di ra chinh gitta dwong Kénh
bao dau”, Rhyme buc boi néi. “Hai nguoi sé 1gi dung cac bui ram. Tranh bi
phat hién.”

Jim Bell né6i: “Da bo tri rao chan va ho dang kham xét tat ca cac xe.
Ngay cé khi ho biét nguoi 1ai xe”.

“L0i duy nhat dé tir khu tam giam vugt qua cac dam lay la dwong Kénh
Pao r6i t6i duwong 112”. Nhung giong Bell nghe nghi ngai. “Tuy nhién, toi
phadi néi rang day la cu liéu linh 16n — diéu tat ca moi nguwdi dén Bén tau
kénh Nudc den. Néu bon ho da thuc sy dang di vé phia dong ra khu Bo
Ngoai thi bay gio bon ho da thoat khoi tay chung toi va chung toi sé khong
doi nao tim thdy bon ho duwgc nita. Pay 1a y twdéng cda anh, cha, n6 c6 vé
khong dwgc hién thue cho lam.”

Nhung Rhyme tin twdng rang minh ding. Hai mwoi phtt tredc, trong lic
dam dam nhin tdm ban d6, lan theo tuyén dwong ga trai da dwa Lydia di —
tuyén dwong dan dén dam lay Sau Tham va hau nhu khong dan dén dau
khac — anh bat dau ban khoan ty héi vé vu bat coc Lydia. Anh nhé 10i Sachs
ndi v4i anh sang hom nay khi ho dang truy dubi Garrett.

Lucy bao han khéng c6 1€ lai di dwong nay.

Va chi tiét ay khién anh dat ra cdu héi ma chua ai tra 10i dwgc thoa dang.
Chinh xac tai sao Garrett lai bat céc Lydia Johansson? Cau tra 10i cua Tién
si Penny la dé giét chét c6 ta nhv mot nan nhan thay thé. Nhung, hoa ra, ga
da khong giét c6 ta tuy ga co thira thoi gian hanh dong. Ciing khong cuwdng
hiép c6 ta. Khong con dong co gi khac dé bat coc o ta. Ho la nhitng nguoi
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xa la, co ta chwa bao gio chtti bdi ga, ga xem chirng khong c6 noi am anh gi
Ve ¢0 ta, cO ta chang phai nhan chitng trong vu sat hai Billy. Vay muc dich
cta ga co thé la gi?

RO6i Rhyme nh¢ lai viéc Garrett da san long cho Lydia biét Mary Beth
dang bi gitt & khu B& Ngoai — va c6 gai vui vé nhu thé nao, khong can dén
su gidi citu ra sao. Ly do gi ma ga ty nguyén cung cap nhitng thong tin dy?
Va cac chitng c & cho co6i xay — cat bai bién, tam ban do6 khu Bo Ngoai...
Theo Sachs thi Lucy da dé dang tim thay. Qua dé dang. Anh di dén két ludn
rang hién truong da duwgc dan dwng, nhw gidi khoa hoc kham nghiém von
van goi cac chirng ct duwgc bo tri dé danh lac hwéng diéu tra.

Lic d6, Rhyme kéu 1én mot cach cay dang: “Chuing ta da bi qua mat!”.

“Y 6ng 1a gi, Lincoln?, Ben héi.

“Han da danh ltra chiing ta”, nha hinh sy hoc néi. Mot ga trai mudi sau
tudi danh danh ltra dugc tat cd ho. Ngay tir dau, Rhyme giai thich rang
Garrett da co y lam tudt mot chiéc giay tai hién treong bat coc Lydia. Ga da
cho bui da v6i vao ddy, n6 sé khién bat cit ai hiéu biét vé vung nay — nhw
Davett chang han — nghi t&i cai mo da, noi ga da bo tri cac chitng ¢t khac,
chiéc tti bAm muoi than va ngo — dén lwot cac chitng c d6 dan nguwoi ta téi
cho coi xay.

DPoi tim kiém phdi tim thdy Lydia, cung vGi cac chitng con lai — dé ho tin
rang Mary Beth bi gitt @ mot ngdi nha khu B& Ngoai.

K& hoach ctia Garrett that xuat sac, tuy nhién ga da mac mot sai lam —
cho rang do6i tim kiém phai mat vai ngay mdi tim thidy Lydia (day la 1y do
tai sao ga dinh dé lai tat ca so thitc an kia cho c6 gai). TGi lac do thi ga da
c6 mat bén canh Mary Beth tai noi an tron thwe sy, con doi tim kiém c@
viéc luc soat khu Bo Ngoai.

Bé&i vay ma Rhyme da héi Bell xem tuyén ngan nhat dé di tir Tanner’s
Corner vé phia tdy la tuyén nao. “Bén tau kénh Nuéc den”, vién canh sét
tredng tra 10i. “Dwong 112.” Va Rhyme da yéu cau Lucy cung cac dong sy
ctia cO téi do cang nhanh cang t6t.

Ciing c6 kha nang Garrett va Sachs da vt qua nga ba mat roi va dang
di vé phia tdy. Nhung Rhyme tinh toan khodng cach va khéng nghi 1a ho cé
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thé di bo - lai trong diéu kién phdi tron tranh - dwgc xa nhw vay véi thoi
gian it oi do.

Luc nay, Lucy goi dién vé tir cho rao chan. Thom bat loa ngoai. Nit canh
sat, rd rang van khong biét Rhyme thuc sy & phe nao, hoai nghi noéi: “Xung
quanh day, t6i chang trong thay béong dang bon ho dau ca va ching toi da
kiém tra hét moi xe di qua. Anh chac chan vao viéc ddy chi?”.

Va du Lucy lya chon suy nghi nhw thé nao vé 16i dap ngao man nay, c6
cling chi néi: “Hay hy vong 1a anh diing. O day thi c6 kha ning 1a sé thuc
su phai that vong.” Co ctip may.

Mot lat sau, dién thoai ctia Bell d6 chuong. Anh ta nghe, r6i ngang nhin
Rhyme. “Ba canh sat nita vira t¢i duong Kénh Pao, cach dwong 112 chirng
mot dam vé phia nam. Ho dang di b6 ra soat ngwoc 1én phia bac, tién dén
ch6 nhém Lucy, kep Garrett cing v6i Sachs vao giita.” Anh ta nghe mot ltic
lau hon, liéc nhin Rhyme, r6i lang 4&nh mat sang cho6 khac, tiép tuc noi vao
dién thoai: “Vang, co ta c6 vii khi... Va, vang, t6i thay bao c0 ta la tay sting
cu’”.

Sachs va Garrett khom minh nap trong bui, quan sat cac xe cho dogi dé di
qua rao chan.

Ro6i, ¢ phia sau ho, mot am thanh khac ma thdm chi khéng cé thinh giac
nhay bén ctia loai buém dém Sachs ciing phat hién ra dwgc: nhitng tiéng coi
hu. Ho trong thay loat dén pha thi¢ hai - tién dén dau dang kia — dau phia
nam - duong Kénh Pao. Mot chiéc xe tuan tra nita do lai va thém ba canh
sat budc ra, cling dwgce trang bi sting san. Ho bat dau di tr ti qua cac bui
ram, di chuyén vé phia Garrett va Sachs. Sau muwoi phit 1a ho sé di qua
diung dam lach dang che giau hai ké chay tron.

Garrett nhin co vé cho doi.

“Gi thé?”, Sachs hoi.

Garrett li€c nhin khau sting cua co.

“C0 sé st dung no chir?”

Sachs sitng s0 cham cham chiéu anh mat vao ga. “Khong. Tat nhién la
khong.”

Garrett hat dau chi vé phia rao chan. “Ho thi c6.”
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“Sé khong ai ban gi ca!”, Sachs gay gat thi thao, khiép sg thdy Garrett
tham chi tinh todn dén kha nang ay. Co6 ngoanh nhin canh ritng dang sau.
N6 lay 10i va khong thé di qua ma khong bi nhin thay hodc nghe thay. Phia
tredc ho la hang rao thép mat cdo vay xung quanh Cong ty Davett. Qua cac
mat lwdi, c6 nhin thdy c6 xe trong bai do.

Amelia Sachs tirng lam vé tdi pham dwong phd mot nam. Kinh nghiém
dd, cong véi nhitng hiéu biét cia co vé xe hoi, c6 nghia c6 c6 thé mat chwa
day ba muoi gidy dé dot nhap vao va dau day lira khai dong mot chiéc xe.

Nhung thdm chi néu c6 danh cap duwgc xe roi, bang cach nao ho ra khoi
khu viec nha may? Cé mot cita van chuyén va giao hang vao nha may, tuy
nhién n6 ciing ndm trén dwong Kénh Dao. Ho sé van phai chay qua rao
chan. Liéu ho cé thé danh cap mot chiéc SUV hodac mot chiéc xe tai loai
nho va lao qua hang rao & cho khong ai trong thdy dwogc, roi xuyén ritng dén
dwong 112? Khap xung quanh Bén tau kénh Nwdc den la nhitng qua déi doc
ditng cung nhitng cho thut sdu xuéng dam lay, liéu ho c6 thé thoat ma
khong dé lan xe va tu sat?

Top canh sat dang di bo ra soat bay gid chi con cach gan hai tram thwéc.

Bat ké ho sé lam gi, day ciing la Iic hanh dong. Sachs quyét dinh rang
ho khong c6 su lya chon. “Nao, Garrett. Chung ta phdi tréo qua hang rao
kia.”

Ho lom khom di chuyén vé phia bai do xe.

“Co dang nghi t&i mot chiéc xe a?”, Garrett héi, nhan ra noi ho huwéng
den.

Sachs liéc nhin lai sau lwng. Tép canh sat con cach gan mét tram thuGc.

Garrett tiép tuc néi: “T6i khong thich 6 t6. Ching lam t6i sg™.

Nhung Sachs chang chi y nita. Co nghe thay 10i Garrett n6i ldc trudc,
no6 van loanh quanh luan quan trong dau 6c co.

Nhitng con buédm dém lién gap canh lai va tha minh roi xuéng dat!

TTTTT
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“Bay gio ho dang ¢ vi tri nao?” Rhyme yéu cau thong tin. “T6p canh sat
lam nhiém vu ra soat ay?”

Bell nhac lai cau hoi vao dién thoai ctia minh, lang nghe roi dat tay vao
mot diém trén tdm ban do, quang nita 6 G-10. “Ho gan dén cho nay. Pat la
16i vao cong ty Davett. Cach chitng mét tram thuwéc vé phia bac.”

“Liéu Amelia va Garrett c6 thé di vong qua nha may vé phia dong dwoc
khong?”

“Khong, xung quanh khu vyc ctia Davett la hang rao. Vugt sang bén kia
dam lay nhao nhoét. Néu bon ho di vé phia tdy bon ho sé phai boi theo kénh
dao va c6 thé sé khong leo 1én bo duwgc. Du sao thi ché dé cling khéng c6 gi
che chan. Lucy va Trey chac chan sé trong thay bon ho.”

Cho doi that vo cung khé khan, Rhyme biét Sachs sé gai va choc vao da
thit minh dé lam voi bét n6i ban khoan lo lang — hé qua xau xuat phat tw
nhitng no lyc va tai nang cua co. Phdi, cac théi quen gy ton hai, nhung anh
mai ghen ty vdi c6 lam sao. Trudc tai nan, ban than Rhyme sé lam voi b6t
noi cang thang bang cach di di lai lai. Bay gio thi anh chang lam gi duogc
ngoai viéc nhin cham cham tdm ban do6 va bi &m anh bdi y nghi rang co
dang chiu biét bao nguy hiém.

MGt 6 thu ky tho dau qua civa.

“Canh sat treéng Bell, canh sat bang dang & duwong day s6 hai.”

Jim Bell buéc vao van phong & phia bén kia ddy hanh lang nhan dién
thoai. Anh ta néi chuyén vai phit ro6i lai buwéc vao la-b6. Anh ta phan chan
thong bao: “Chung t6i tom dwgc bon ho roi! Nguoi ta dinh vi dwgce tin hiéu
may di dong ctia co6 ta. Co ta dang di chuyén vé phia tay trén duong 112.
Bon ho vugt qua dwgc rao chan”.

Rhyme hoi: “Bang cach nao?”.

“Cé vé nhw bon ho da l1én vao bai do xe cua Davett va danh cap mot
chiéc xe tdi loai nho hodac mot chiéc SUV, xuyén ritng mot doan 1oi trd ra
quoc 10. Troi dat, nhw thé tay 1ai phai rat citng.”

Do la Amelia cta t6i, Rhyme tw nht. C6 gai dy c6 thé 1ai xe leo twong. ..

Bell ti€p tuc: “Co ta sé vitt chi€c xe do6 va sit dung mot chiéc khac”.

“Lam sao cac anh biét dugc?”
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“C0 ta goi tGi mot cong ty cho thué xe & Hobeth Falls. Lucy va cac canh
sat khac dang am tham bam theo c6 ta. Ching t6i dang trao déi vdi nhan
vién ctia Davett xem ai bi mat xe dé & bai do. Nhung chung t6i khong céan
dén viéc mo ta chiéc xe néu cb ta c gitt may mot chut nita. Vai phit nita
thoi la nhan vién ky thuat sé dinh vi dugc chinh xac.”

Lincoln Rhyme dam dam nhin tdm ban do6 - tuy cho t6i ltic nay né da in
sau vao dau 6c¢ anh. Lat sau, anh thd dai r6i lam bam: “Chitic may man”.

Nhung 161 chic ay danh cho ké san moi hay con moi thi Rhyme han
khong noi ra.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI SAU

Lucy Kerr tang toc cho chiéc Crown Victoria 1én tam muoi dam.

Co chay nhanh ha, Amelia?

O, toi ciing vay.

Ho dang phong doc theo dudng 112, chiéc dén trén néc xe xoay dién
cuong lap loé anh sang mau do, trang va xanh lo. Coi hu khéng bat, Jesse
Corn ngo6i bén canh Lucy, néi chuyén dién thoai vdi Pete Gregg & van
phong canh sat bang dat tai Elizabeth City. Trong chiéc xe ngay dang sau ho
la Trey Williams va Ned Spoto. Mason Germain va Frank Sturgis — mot
nguoi tinh tinh kin ddo, md&i 1én chitc 6ng — trong chiéc xe thi¥ ba.

“Bon ho dang & cho nao?”, Lucy hoi.

Jesse hoi van phong canh sat bang cau nay va gat dau nhan cau tra 10i.
Anh ta n6i: “Chi tredc nam dam. Bon ho da ré khoi quoc 16, chay vé phia
nam”.

Lam on, Lucy nham mot 16i cau nguyén khac, lam on, hay giit may chi
mot phtt nita thoi.

CoO dap chan ga gan cham san xe.

Co chay nhanh, Amelia. T6i chay nhanh.

CoO ban cur.

Nhung t6i cling ban ctr. Téi khong khoe mé nhw ¢, véi tat ca nhitng tro
rat sung biéu dién vé van, nhung sudt cudc doi toi da song cung sting dan.

Lucy nhé lai khi Buddy r&i bé cd, cd da thu lay moi vién dan c6 trong
nha va gam chiing xuéng dong nwdc duc ngau cta con kénh dao Nudc den.
So rang mot dém nao do c6 co thé thirc giac, liéc nhin sang nira givong bén
kia trong trai va sé cho chiéc nong loang dau cta khau sing ngan cong vu
vao miéng, tw dwa minh dén cai chon ma chéng c6, cling nhu ty nhién, xem
chirng mudn c6 hay dén.
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Trong vong ba thang rudi, Lucy di xung quanh vung véi khau sing ngan
cong vu khong nap dan, tim c6 nhitng tay rwgu 1au, nhitng tay dan phong,
dam thiéu nién to xac con tho 10 miii xanh hon hén hit khi butane dam lay.
Va c6 xtr 1y tat ca bon ho chi bang nhitng cau doa dam.

R6i mot budi sang c6 thitc gidc, nhw thé vira trdi qua con sot, co di téi
ctra hiéu ban d6 quan dung Shakey trén pho Cay Thich, mua mo6t hop dan
Winchester c& 357. (“Ai cha, Lucy, ci quan nay & trong tinh trang toi té
hon ta nghi, khién mi phdi tw sam dan.”) Co6 trd vé nha, nap dan vao sing
va ké tir d6 sung cta c6 khong lic nao khong cé dan.

Do 1a mot sy kién day y nghia d6i véi c6. Khau sung dwgc nap lai dan la
biéu twgng cho su sdng sot.

Amelia, t6i da chia sé cung c6 nhitng thdi khac am dam nhét trong doi
t0i, toi da nodi vGi 6 vé cude phau thuat — nd la cai 16 den trong doi t6i. To6i
da noi vGi co vé noi ngai nguing cua toi trede nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng. Ve tinh
yéu cua t6i doi vdi con tré. Toi da ung hd co6 khi Sean O’Sarian ldy mat
stng cta c6. Toi da xin 16i ¢6 khi c6 ding va toi sai lam.

Toi da tin twong co. Tai...

Mot ban tay cham vao vai Lucy. Co liéc nhin sang Jesse Corn. Anh ta
dang danh cho c6 mot trong nhitng nu cuwdi diu dang cua anh ta. “Quoéc 16
cua 6 doan tredc mat”, anh ta noi.

Lucy cham rai thé ra va ngoi dwa vao lung ghé, buéng xudi doi vai. Co
tw tir giam t6c do.

Tuy nhién , khi ho thuc hién ci cua ma Jesse vira nhac t6i, mac du c6
bién quy dinh t6c do la b6n muwoi dam, c6 van cho xe chay sau muoi lam
dam.

“Cach mot tram feet vé phia trdc”, Jesse Corn thi thao.

Ho roi khoi xe, tap trung xung quanh Mason Germain va Lucy Kerr.

Canh satl bang cu6i cung da mat tin hiéu tir may di dong cia Amelia,
nhwng chi sau khi né ¢ nguyén chirng nam phtit tai dia diém ma bay gio ho
dang phéng anh mat t&i: mot kho chita ndm cach mét ng6i nha chirng nam
muoi feet, trong ritng — cach dwong 112 mot dam. Lucy nhan ra n6 nam veé
phia tay Tanner’s Corner. BPung nhu Lincoln Rhyme du doan.
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“Moi nguoi khong nghi Mary Beth dang & trong do chi ha?”, Frank
Sturgis, quét qua b ria mép hoe hoe vang. “Y t6i 13, n6 cach trung tam thi
tran c6 bady dam. T6i cdm thay néu han gitr co6 gai & gan thi tran nhw thé thi
ngd ngan qua.”

“Khong, bon chung chi dang cho cho ching ta di qua”, Masson noi.
“Roi bon chiing sé tiép tuc téi Hobeth Falls va thué mot chiéc xe.”

“Du sao thi...”, Jesse noi, “cling c6 ngudi song & day”. Anh ta da dé
nghi dwgc cung cap dia chi cia ngdi nha. “Pete Hallburton. Ai biét nguoi
nay khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a biét”, Trey Williams tra 101, “Cé vg. Khéng c6 quan hé gi
vOi Garrett, theo nhu t6i biét”.

“Ho c0 con cai gi khong?”

Trey nhun vai. “T6i nghi c6 1€ la c6. Nhé mang mang mot tran bong da
nam ngoai...”

“Pang mua hé. Bon tré c6 thé & nha”, Frank 1am bam. “Garrett c6 thé da
gitr chung lam con tin bén trong.”

“Co thé”, Lucy noi. “Nhung phép dac tam gidc doi véi tin hiéu dién
thoai cia Amelia chi ra rang bon ho dang & trong kho chita, khong & trong
ngoi nha. Bon ho cé thé da vao nha nhung t6i khong biét... Toi khong cach
nao trong thay bon ho chi dang an nap dau day bén ngoai cho t6i Itic bon ho
nghi da an toan dé 1én duwong tdi Hobeth thué xe.”

“Chung ta lam gi day?”, Frank hoéi. “Chan 16i dan vao nha bang xe cta
ching ta a?”

“Chung ta do & day thoi, lam thé kia bon ho sé nghe thdy chiing ta mat”,
Jesse noi.

Lucy gat dau. “T6i nghi ching ta chi nén di bo t6i chd kho chita — khan
treong léen - theo hai hudng.”

“Toi co binh xit CS”, Mason no6i. CS-38 - mot loai hoi cay quan sy tac
dung manh dwoc cat khoa tai van phong canh sat treéng, Bell chwa phan
phat cho ai binh nao va Lucy ban khoan ty hoi lam sao Mason lai c6 trong
tay duoc.

“Pirng, ding”, Jesse phan doi. “Cé thé khién bon ho hodng hét day.”
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Lucy chdc chan rang d6 hoan toan chang phai diéu anh ta quan tam. Co
cudc la anh ta khong muon xit thi khi kinh khiing ay vao c6 ban gai mdi.
Tuy nhién, c6 cling dong y, cam thdy 1a, vi cac canh sat khong mang mat
na, khi ga c6 thé tac dung nguwoc lai ho. “Pirng xit”, c6 néi. “Toi sé vao qua
ctra trevdce. Trey, anh dua...”

“Khong”, Mason gigng binh than. “T0i vao qua cta trudc”.

Lucy do dv r6i néi: “Pugc. Toi sé vao qua ctta ngach. Trey va Frank,
cac anh vao qua ctra sau va ctta ngach dang kia”. C6 nhin Jesse. “T6i muon
anh va Ned canh chirng ctta trdc va ctra sau ngoi nha. Bang kia”.

“R0o”, Jesse dap.

“Va céc ctra s6”, Mason lanh lung bao Ned. “T6i khong mudn bat cit ké
nao tir bén trong nha nham sing xudng lwng ching ta.”

Lucy néi: “Néu bon ho nhao ra xe, hdy chi ban thiing cac 16p hoac néu
cac anh c6 khau Magnum nhuv ctia Frank kia thi hdy ban v& dong co. Buing
ban Garrett hay Amelia trtv phi bat budc. Tat cad cac anh déu biét quy tac
giao tranh”. C6 nhin Mason khi dé cap diéu nay, nghi t6i vu ban tia ctia anh
ta tai c6i xay. Nhung vién canh sat xem chirng chang nghe thay 16i c6. Co
goi vao bd dam va théng bao vdi Jim Bell rang ho chuan bi tdp kich kho
chita.

“Toi da cho xe cdp cttu san sang”, anh ta noi.

“Pay dau phai mot cudc ra quan cua lvc lwgng dac nhiém,” Jesse nghe
l6m dugce cau trao do6i, phat biéu. “Chung t6i phai cuc ky than trong trong
viéc no sung.”

Lucy tat bd dam. C6 hat dau chi kho chita. “Di chuyén téi do.”

Ho lom khom chay, st dung nhitng cay théng va so6i lam vat che chan.
Anh mét Lucy déan chit vao cic 6 ctta s6 t6i mo ctia kho chita. Hai Ian cd
chac chan trong thay cai gi d6 chuyén dong bén trong. D6 cé thé l1a béng
phan chiéu ctia may va cda cdy co6i trong ltic c6 chay, nhung co6 chang thé
nao chac chan dwogc. Khi ho da dén gan, co ding lai va doi khau sting sang
tay trai, lau long ban tay. R6i c6 lai doi khau sting sang tay thuan.

Nhom canh sat tap trung lai @ mat sau khong c6 cira s6 cia kho chita.
Lucy nghi c6 chwa tirng lam viéc gi giong nhw thé nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Pay dau phai mot cudc ra quan cua lyc lwong dac nhiém...

Nhwng anh nham ddy, Jesse — day chinh xac la sy viéc dang dién ra.

Lay Chda long lanh, hdy cho con ban mot phat that tring diva phan boi.

Mot con chuén chuon béo mip dam bo vao Lucy. C6 lay ban tay trai gat
né di. N6 quay lai va lvgn gan do vé de doa, y nhu thé Garrett da c sinh
vat nay ra dé lam co sao lang.

Suy nghi d& dan, Lucy ty bao minh. R6i c6 tic gian dap con con trung
lan nita.

Thang Bo...

Bay sé thua théi, Lucy ty nha tham — y nghi nay am chi ca hai ké chay
tron.

“Toi sé khong noi gi ca”, Mason ndi. “Toi ct vao thoi. Lucy, khi co
nghe thay t6i da canh ctra, co s€ vao qua ctta ngach nhé.”

Co gat dau. Va mac du ban khoan vi thdy Mason qua hdo hitc, mac du
tha thiét mudn tom dwgc Amelia Sachs, c6 van san long chia sé mot phan
ganh ndng cua cai nhiém vu kho khan nay.

“Peé toi kiém tra cho chac chan, xem ctta ngach mé hay dong”, Lucy thi
tham.

Ho tan ra, vé vi tri. Lucy chdi xu6ng phia dudi mot 6 ctra so6 va voi va
t@i cho ctra ngach. N6 khong khoa va hé mé. Co gat dau lai va gio mudi
ngon tay lén, y 1a, co6 do rang, dé dém lui mwoi gidy cho téi lic anh ta budc
qua khung ctta, bién mat.

Muoi, chin, tam...

Lucy quay vé phia ctta, ngtri thdy mui g6 moc meo pha lan hwong thom
ngot cia xang va dau bay ra ti* bén trong kho. Co than trong lang nghe. Co
nghe dugc tiéng rung i1 — tiéng dong co cta chiéc xe Amelia da danh cap.

Nam, bon, ba...

Lucy thd sdu mot hoi dé tran tinh. Mot hoi nita.

San sang, c6 ty nhu.

ROi mot tiéng kéu danh ram hat ra i phia triéc kho chiva khi Mason da
canh ctra nhdy vao bén trong. “Canh sat day!”, anh ta ho to. “Khong ai dugc
dong day!”
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Nao! Lucy ty nhu.

CoO da canh ctia ngach. Nhung n6 chi mé ra chirng nira gang tay r6i dirng
sung lai — dap phai cai may cat cé 16n d6 ngay dang sau. N6 khong mé
thém ti nao. C6 dung vai huych hai 1an ma né chang nhic nhich. “Me kiép”,
Lucy thi tham va chay vong sang phia trwéc kho chita.

Cd chua kip chay dugc niva duwong thi nghe thdy Mason kéu to: “Oi, lay
Chua”.

Va r6i Lucy nghe thay mot tiéng sing no.

Lat sau, lai mot tiéng sung nita.

“Chuyén gi dang dién ra vay?”, Rhyme hai.

“Pugc r6i”, Bell n6i ngdp nging, cam trong tay chiéc dién thoai. Tw thé
ctia anh ta c6 cai vé khién Rhyme lo lang: vién canh sat truédng ding ap
chat chiéc dién thoai vao tai, ban tay kia vung ra nam chat. Anh ta nghe va
gat dau, r6i nhin Rhyme. “Pa cé sing nd.”

“Stng n6?”

“Mason va Lucy vao bén trong kho chita. Jesse n6i c6 hai tiéng sung
no.” Bell ngang nhin, hét sang can phong bén canh: “Piéu xe cap ciu tdi
khu viec nha Hallburton, dwong Badger Hollow, gan dwong 112.”

Steve Farr dap to: “Xe dang di r6i”.

Rhyme lai dat dau vao cai twva dau cia xe lan. Liéc nhin Thom, anh
chang khong néi gi ca.

Ai ban? Ai bi ban?

Oi, Sachs...

Bell néi giong gian dit: “Nay, tim hiéu xem, Jesse! C6 ai lam sao khong?
Cai quai quy gi dang dién ra vay?”.

“Amelia c6 lam sao khong?”, Rhyme quat lén.

“Mot phut nita ching ta sé biét”, Bell dap.

Nhung c6 cam giac nhv hang ngay troi.

Cudi cung Bell lai citng ca ngudi khi Jesse Corn hay ai dé noi trén dién
thoai. Anh ta gat dau. “Lay Chda, anh ta da lam gi?” Lang nghe mot lic 1au
hon. R6i nhin gwong madt lo lang cia Rhyme. “Khong sao cd. Khong ai bi
thwong. Mason da canh cita nhdy vao kho chita va trong thdy bd 4o lién
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quan treo trén twong. Anh ta twédng ddy la Garrett dang cam sting. Anh ta
ban hai phat. Vay théi.”

“Amelia khong sao chir?”

“Bon ho tham chi khong c6 dé. Bén trong chi c6 chiéc xe tdi ma bon ho
danh cap. Garrett va Amelia at han & bén trong ng6i nha, nhung bon ho cé
1é da nghe thay tiéng sing nd va chuon ra ritng. Bon ho chwa thé di qua xa
duwgc. Toi biét cai co ngoi dy — xung quanh toan la cac bai lay.”

Rhyme ti&c t6i néi: “T6i muén Mason ditng bén ngoai vu nay. Bay
khong phai la sy nham lan — anh ta da c6 y ban. T6i da bao anh rang anh ta
qua boc dong.”

Bell hién nhién dong y v&i Rhyme. Anh ta n6i vao dién thoai: “Jesse,
dwa may cho Mason...”. Anh ta im ldng mot lat. “Mason, toan bo chuyén
ndy 1a cai quai quy gi vay?... Tai sao anh cit n6 sting?... O, néu la Pete
Hallburton dang ditng dé thi sao? Hodc la vg anh ta hodc mét dita trong so
I tré?... T6i khong quan tam. Anh hdy quay lai day ngay bay gio. Day la
ménh 1énh... Cha, dé ho kham xét ng6i nha. Hay vao xe ctia anh va quay
lai... T6i khong néi véi anh lan nita dau. T6i...”

“Me kiép”, Bell cip may. Mot lat sau, chuéng dién thoai lai vang lén.
“Lucy, chuyén gi vay?...” Vién canh sat trudng lang nghe, cau may, mat
cim xuéng san. Anh ta di t6i di lui. “Oi, lay Chtia... C6 chic chin khong?”
Anh ta gat dau roi bao: “Pugc, & do6 nhé. T6i sé goi lai cho c6”. Anh ta cip
may.

“Pa xdy ra chuyén gi vay?”

Bell lac dau. “T6i khong tin. Ching t6i da bi bip. Co ta da gat chung toi
mot cach qua thé, c6 ban anh ay.”

“Cai gi?”

Bell noi: Pete Hallburton & d6. Anh ta c6 nha — c6 mat tai ng6i nha cta
anh ta. Lucy va Jesse vira ndi chuyén vdi anh ta. Vg anh ta lam ca tw ba gio
chiéu téi mwoi mot gio dém trong cong ty Davett va cO ta dé quén suat an
toi & nha, thé nén cach day nira tiéng dong hé anh ta da mang suat an dén
cho vg roi lai xe tr@ vé”.

“Anh ta lai xe tré vé? Amelia va Garrett nap trong cop xe a?”
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Bell thd dai chan chuwong. “Anh ta di chiéc xe tai cd nho. Khong c6 cho
nao ma nap ca. Du sao thi cling khong c6 cho nao cho bon ho. Nhwng cé vo
khoi cho cho dién thoai di dong cua c6 ta. Pang sau cai thung lam lanh
dwgc dat & dudi xe ay.”

Rhyme ltic nay ciing phai bat tiéng cuwdi hoai nghi. “Co ay da goi tdi
cong ty cho thué xe, van dé két noi va giau dién thoai trén chiéc xe tai.”

“Anh suy luan ding ddy”, Bell [am bam.

Thom néi: “Anh nh¢ lai di, sang nay co6 dy da goi tGi cai cho cho thué xe
ay. Co dy dién tiét vi phdi chd may lau qua.”

“Co ta biét la ching t6i sé st dung thiét bi dinh vi do6i véi chiéc dién
thoai. Bon ho da cho cho Lucy va cac xe tuan tra roi khoi Kénh DPao, r6i
ti€p tuc cai hanh trinh chét tiét day hoan hi ctia bon ho.” Bell nhin tdm ban
do. “Bon ho khién ching t6i tiéu ton bon muoi lam phat. Bay gio thi bon ho
da co6 thé t6i bat cit cho nao roi.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI BAY

Sau khi cdc anh canh sat roi khéi khu vire rao chan va mat hat vé phia tay
xuoi theo duwong 112, Garrett va Sachs chay dén cubi duong Kénh Dao,
bang ngang qua quoc 10.

Ho di men xung quanh hai hién treong vu an & Bén tau kénh Nuéc den,
sau do ré trai, voi va di xuyén cac bui ram va mot canh rirng so6i, bam theo
song Paquenoke.

Dbi sau vao ring nita dam, ho gap phu luwu song Paquo. Khong thé di
vong qua dwgc, ma Sachs thi khéng thich thu gi viéc boi dwéi dong nudce toi
tham, diém nhitng con c6n trung va rac rén.

Nhung Garrett da c6 su thu xép khac. Ga gio déi ban tay bi cong chi mot
cho trén bo. “Con thuyén.”

“Thuyén a? bBau?”

“Kia, kia.” Garrett lai chi.

Sachs nheo mat nhin, c6 gang lam m&i thdy hinh dang md4t con thuyén
nhd. N6 dugc nguy trang bang cac bui ram va 14 cay. Ga budc téi, xoay s&
hét mic v6i doi ban tay bi cong, bat dau g& cac thit che gidu con thuyén ra.
Sachs giup do ga.

“Lop nguy trang”, Garrett tv hao noi. “T6i hoc tw 1 sau bo. C6 mot
giong chau chdu nhé & Phap — goi la truxalis. Giéng nay cuc ky hay — moi
mua hé ching thay d6i mau ba 1an cho phu hgp véi cdc mau xanh cua co.
Bon san m6i hau nhw khong trong thay chung duoc.”

Cha, Sachs ciing str dung dén thit kién thitc bi truyén vé c6n trung ctia ga
trai. Khi Garrett nhan xét vé nhitng con buém dém — vé kha nang cam nhan
cac tin hiéu dién t va radio cua ching — c6 nhan ra rang Rhyme tat nhién
da st dung thiét bi dinh vi doi vGi chiéc dién thoai di dong ctia c6. Co nhd
lai luc sang goi tdi cong ty cho thué xe Piedmont — Carolia co phai chd may
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rat 1au. Thé nén o lién lIén vao bdi do xe cia Cong ty Davett, goi t6i cai
cong ty cho thué xe kia va luén chiéc dién thoai, dang dé doan nhac I€é thé
ctia Muzak, vao phia sau chiéc xe tdi ¢ nhé khong nguwoi lai, van dé no
mady, do dang trudc 16i vao danh cho nhan vién.

Manh khoé do r6 rang da c6 tac dung. Top canh sat xudt phat dudi theo
chiéc xe tai khi n6 roi khéi khu viee nha may.

Trong lic g& 16p nguy trang, Sachs hédi: “Chat amomnia? Va cai ho bo
t6 ong bap cay? Cau ciing hoc ttr 1i c6n trung ha?”.

“Vang”, Garrett noi.

“Cau khong dinh lam hai ai ca, phai khong?”

“Khong, khong, cai ho bat chwdc loai kién sw tiv chi dé doa cac ngudi
thoi, dé cac nguwoi di cham lai. Vi thé t6i da bé mot chiéc t6 khong vao.
Chai ammonia la dé canh bdo sém d6i vdi ching.” Cap mat do quach, wét
nhoén cua Garrett 1ap lanh 4anh ngwdng mo la lung. “That tha vi, viéc c6 da
lam &y, tim thay t6i tai c6i xay. T6i, néi chung, khong bao gid nghi c6 lai
dén dé nhanh vay.”

“Va cau bo tri nhitng chitng cit gia trong coi xay — tdm ban do va cho cat
— dé chuang t6i bi lac hwéng.”

“Vang, t6i da bdo c6 — con trung khon khéo lam. Chiung bat budc phai
khon khéo.”

Ho g& xong 16p nguy trang cda con thuyén trong xac xai. N6 duwgc son
mau xam sam, dai chirng muwoi feet va c6 mot dong co nho gan bén ngoai
than. Trong long thuyén la chuc chai nhya dung tich mot ga 16ng dung nwéc
sudi va mot hop gitt lanh. Sachs mé& mdt chai nwéc, uéng luon mwoi ngum
day. Co dwa céi chai cho Garrett va ga cling uéng. Roi gd ma@ hop giit lanh.
Bén trong la cac goi bich quy va khoai tay chien. Ga xem xét chung ky
lvdng dé chac chan rang ching van con day du va khong bi hw hong. Ga gat
dau, roi tréo vao trong thuyen.

Sachs tréo vao theo, ngoi quay lung vé phia miii thuyén, d6i dién
Garrett. Ga nhoén nu cwdi hiéu biét, y nhw thé nhan ra la c6 chwa da tin
twong dé ngoi quay lung lai véi ga. Ga giat sgi day khéi dong may. May
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thuyén khuc khac chay. Ga day con thuyén roi khoi bo va, giong nhw nhitng
cau Huck Finn!32! hién dai, ho bit dau xudi theo song.

Sachs ngam nghi: Pay la cudc dau tay doi.

Mot cau ma cha cd tredc day hay dung. Nguwoi dan 6ng gon ghé, téc bat
dau thwa, phan 16n doi minh lam mot canh sat tuan tra khu vire & Brooklyn
va Mabhattan, ti'ng c6 budi tro chuyén nghiém tic véi c6 con gai khi co bao
ong la ¢c6 muon bé nghé ngudi mau dé tham gia vao lwc lwgng canh sat.
Ong hét stic tng hd quyét dinh d6 nhung da néi vé nghé canh sat nhu thé
nay: “Amie, con phai hiéu rang: doi khi con can xong lén, doi khi con can
