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MO PAU
Nicholas Flamel dang chét dan.
T6i da sg khoanh khac nay tir lau. BDém nay t6i c6 thé tré thanh goa phu.

Nicholas diing cdm t6i nghiép cta t6i. Gid du 6ng da gia yéu va sitc cung
lwc kiét, ong van ngoi cung Prometheus va t6i don sttc lyc cudi cung vao
cai dau lau pha 1é dé tim Josh trong long San Francisco, sau trong hang 0
cta tién si Dee.

Chung to6i da kinh hoang quan sat Dee bién cau bé thanh mot thay dong,
mot ké triéu hon ngwoi chét, bdo cau nhdc triéu tap Coatlcue, Archon gém
ghiéc — Me ctia tat ca cac vi than. Ching t6i da c6 canh bao Josh, nhung
Dee qua manh va da cudp dugc cau tu tay chung toi. Va khi Aoife, Niten
va Sophie tGi, Josh da vé phia Dee va ké dong hanh nguy hiém cta han,
Virginia Dare. T6i khong thé khong tw hoi vi sao cdu nhoc lai tw nguyén
dén nhu thé.

Quan sat Josh — hy vong cudi cung ctua ching t6i, co hdi cudi cung dé
danh bai cac Elder bong toi va bao vé thé gidi ctia ching téi — bd di cung
ké thu 1a qua stic chiu dung déi véi chong t6i. Ong da quy nga va bat tinh.
Ong khong tinh lai con t6i khong con sitc manh dé citu séng 6ng. Tdi phai
gitt lai chut sitc tan dé doi dau vdi nhitng gi sap t6i.

Chung t6i mat di titng ngudi, ti'ng ngwoi co6 thé sat canh cung chung toi:
Aoife da ra di, bi ket trong thé gi¢i Bong t6i, mai mai chién dau véi Archon
Coatlicue. Scathach va Joan dang ¢ thoi qua khit xa x6i. Chung toi khong
c6 lién lac gi véi Saint- Germain va gi0 ching t6i mat lién lac véi
Palamedes va Shakespeare.Tham chi gio day Prometheus ciling da qua yéu
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do st dung cai dau lau. Ong con khong giit néi Vuong qudc Béng t6i clia
minh va no dang tan v& xung quanh ong.

Chung t6i chi con Sophie. C6 bé qua buon do sy phan bdi ctia em trai.
Co bé dang ¢ dau doé trong San Francisco, t6i khong biét chinh xac la dau,
nhung Niten bao vé ¢6. T6i phdi tim c6 bé — nhitng diéu c6 bé can biét la
qua nhiéu.

Gio t6i la nguwoi phai ditng miii chiu sao, toi luon biét la thé.

Khi t6i 1a mét dira bé, cach day hon 680 nam, ba t6i da gidi thiéu t6i vdi
mot 6ng gia doi mil trim den, tay trdi c6 mdt cai méc. Ong néi cho toi biét
tredc twong lai cta t6i va cia thé gidi. Sau do ong bat t6i thé gitr bi mat. Ca
doi toi toi da doi ngay nay.

Gio, khi két thic phu thudc vao ching t6i, toi biét minh can lam gi.

Trich Nhat ky Nicholas Flamel, Nha gia kim

Viét thtt Tw, ngay 6 thdng Sdu

Perenelle Flamel, Nir Phu thuy

Tai Vwong qudc Bong téi cua Elder Prometheus, tiép gidp San
Francisco, qué huong thit hai cua toi
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CHUONG MOT

Nhitng Anpu xuat hién trudc tién. D6 la nhitng chién binh dau ché cao
16n, doi mat dé soc va rang sac nhon, khoac trén minh bd gidc den sang
bong nhuw guong. Ho xdc ra tt mot miéng hang nghi ngut khoéi va téa di
khap Xibalba, mé6t s6 chiém vi tri & miéng chin cong dan vao nhitng hang
dong rong 16n, s6 khac chui vao nhitng Vuwong quoc béng tdi nguyén thuy
dé dam bdo khong c6 ai trong dé. Ho di chuyén khong phat ra tiéng dong,
cling nhv moi khi. Ho git im lang t6i nhitng gidy phit cudi trudc tran
chién, va khi dé tiéng hét ctia ho that kinh khing.

Ngay khi nhitng Anpu hai long vi Xibalba khong c6 ai thi cap déi xuat
hién.

Ciing giong nhuw nhitng anpu, ho mac 4o giap lam bang thuiy tinh va st,
nhung trang phuc cua hg dugc trang tri hoa van va c6 vé khong thue dung
trong chién tran. Loai phuc trang d6 xuat hién lan cu6i & Ai cap co dai.

Vai phtt trueéc, cap doi nay da roi khéi da roi khoi ban sao gan nhw hoan
hdo ctia Danu Talis t¢i hang td nhitng vivong quéc Bong t6i khac, mot vai
cuc ky giong trai dat, s6 khac giong nhu hanh tinh ngoai trai dat. Du theo
ban nang ca hai déu to mo vé nhitng viwong qudc ho da di qua, nhung ho
khong nan lai lau. Ho nhdy qua mot mang lwgi phitc tap cac cong vom sé
dan ho t6i mot noi dugc goi la Nga tu.

Ho con qua it thoi gian.
Co6 chin canh cong m@ tGi Xibalba, mo6i canh cong khong hon mét 16i

nho khac trong bitc twong da den la bao. Bé tranh nhitng bong béng nham
thach lam ban nhitng tdng da néng chdy vao dwong di ctia ho, ho da mé
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rong chiéu rong Vuong quoc bong tdi tiv cong chin t6i cong ba, Canh cong
ctia Nudc Mat. Tham chi ca anpu, nhitng sinh vat khéng biét sg hai déu
khong dam budc téi hang dong nay. Nhitng ky ¢c xa xwa da khac sau trong
DNA cta ching cho ching biét chinh noi dé la noi t6 tién cia ching da
hau nhw bi x6a s6 sau khi ching cao chay xa bay téi thé gidi cua loai
nguoi.

Khi cap d6i tdi gan miéng hang, nhitng chit cai twgng hinh khac thd so
trén da bat dau toa ra anh sang trang yéu 6t. N6 anh 1én do giap cua ho, soi
roi nhitng duong nét trong hang, vé nén hinh anh cap doi trong anh den
trang nhap nhoe, va tir xa — tréng ho that dep.

Khong thém liéc nhin vé phia sau, ca hai tién t&i miéng hang t6i om...

.... va khong day mot gidy sau, cd hai da chuyén phuc trang thanh quan
bo trang va do phong va xuat hién canh mot tang do tron dugc biét tdi nhw
biém S6 Khong phia tredc Nha thd Biéc Ba, Pari nwdc Phap. Ngudoi dan
ong nam tay ngwoi phu nit va ho cung nhau sai budc vugt qua nhitng vién
da v& vun va nhitng bitc twgng khong con nguyén ven van nam rai rac @
quang treong noi Sophie va Josh dung Ma thudt co ban danh bai nhitng dau
tha bang da biét chuyén dong ctia nha tho.

Va vi day la Pari nén khong ai dé y t6i cap do6i deo kinh ram trong dém.
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CHUONG HAI

Ngon Itta gian di liém qua ca toa nha. Hang ta coi bao dong hu 1én inh
0i, khong khi sdac mui khoi den cua cao su va nhya chay.

“Di ra, di ra, ngay!” Tién si John Dee dung thanh gwom ngan trong tay
phai chém dit thanh sat nang né va canh cita go, nhw thé chém gidy vay.
“Xudng tang,” han ra 1énh.

Virginia Dare chui qua 16i thoat hiém khong hé do duv, Itta da lam chay
mot chut mai téc dai den cuaa co.

“Pi theo t0i,” Dee ra lénh cho Josh roi cling chui qua canh ctta. Khéi
vang boc 1én 10 rang tr da thit han, mui tritng thoi phd vao mat Josh
Newman khi cau khan treong theo sau.

Josh cdm thdy 6m nhung khong phdi chi vi cai mui sulfur kinh khiing
boc ra tr Dee. Pau cdu ong ong va rat nhiéu nhitng dém sac nhdy mua
trréc mat cau. Cau chén mat va van con run sau lan dung do véi Archon
xinh dep Coatlicue. Du cau da c6 nhung cau van khong hiéu néi nhitng sy
kién xdy ra trong mdy phut tredc. Cau chi mang mang biét lam sao cau lai
¢ day. Cau nh¢ da 1ai xe di trén duong thanh pho...duong cao tdc...va vao
thanh phd. Nhung cau khong biét cau di dau. NHitng gi cau biét 1a cau can
t&éi mot noi nao do.

Josh c6 tap trung vao ly do khién cdu tdi tdoa nha dang bdéc hoa nay,
nhung cau cang tap trung nhiéu, cau cang thady moi viéc kho hiéu hon.

ROi Sophie xuat hién. BIéu dau tién Josh thay la sy thay doi kinh khing
trén ngwoi chi sinh doi. Khi Sophie bwdc vao van phong tién si vai phut
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trwdc, Josh hoi hop...nhwng boi rdi. Sau chi dy lai & day? Sao chi ay tim ra
cau? Cau biét nha Flamel gtti chi t6i. Nhwng khong sao; chi sé vé phe cau
va gitp cau mang Coatlicue vé. Day la viéc quan trong nhat.

Nhwng hanh phic cia cau khong kéo dai 1au. N6 nhanh chéng bién thanh
noi sg, sy kinh tém va tham chi tic gian vi nhitng hanh dong cua chi.
Sophie khong tdi gitp cau, chi ay...0, Josh khong biét chi &y mudn cdi gi.
Cau quan sat va choang vang, khi 16p khi caa chi dong cing thanh mot 16p
ao giap bac xung quanh co thé, sau d6 chi nhan tam dung roi quat 1én nguai
Archon xinh dep va khéng thé phong vé doé.

Tiéng kéu dau dén quan quai ctia Coatlicue that dau long, va khi ba quay
mat vé phia Josh va viron tay ra, sy dau dén va cam giac bi phan bdi anh
1én trong doi mat ba khién Josh khéng chiu néi. Cau la nguwdi da triéu tap
ba ta tir thé gidi bong t6i; cau phai chiu trach nhiém cho n6i dau nay.
Nhung cau khong thé gitp duoc.

Aoife chuon ra sau lung Coatlicue va gitr ba ta trong khi Sophie tiép tuc
quat vao ngudi ba. Sau dé Aoife 16i Archon bi thwong vé lai vitong quéc
bong t6i. Giady phut Coatlicue bién mat, Josh da thay mot sy mat mat lo 16n.
Cau da sap, sap lam dwgc mot diéu vi dai. Néu Coatlicue chiu quay vé thé
gidi, ba sé... Josh nuot mot miéng khoi mui cao su va mat ang ang nudc.
Cau khong biét chac ba cé thé lam gi.

Twr dwéi cau hai bac thang, Dee quay lai nhin ciu, d6i mat xdm m& to va
trong hoang dai trong anh sang mo mo. “Di gan vao,” han quat. Han hat
ham vé phia can phong chdy. “Cau thay chwa? Ho lam diéu ho luén lam!
Chét cho6c va huy diét ludn di theo nha Flamel va dong dang cua ho do6.”

Josh lai ho, cau c6 gang hit chit khong khi trong lanh. Pay khong phai
lan dau cau nghe 16i budc toi nhw thé nay. “Scathach ciing néi thé.”
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“Sai lam ctia Béng t6i 1a chon nham phe.” Nu cudi cia Dee trong that
xau xi. “Cau cling suyt nhw thé.”

“chuyén gi xay ra trén kia vay?” Josh hoi. “Moi chuyén xdy ra nhanh
qua, va Sophie...”

“Pay khong phai ltic dé giai thich.”

“Noéi di,” Josh gian dit yéu cau, va khong khi dot nhién tran ngap mui vo
cam.

Dee dirng lai. Khi cau cdu ta khién déi mat sang lén con rang chuyén
sang mau vang. “Josh, cau da vuot mat khoanh khac lam bién doi thé gidi
mai mai. Ching ta suyt bat dau dugc qua trinh bién trdi dat thanh thién
dwong. Va cau la phurong tién gitp ching ta lam diéu d6.” Khuén mat tién
si chuyén thanh mot chiéc mat na cau c6. “H6m nay nha Flamel da pha ta.
Va cdu biét vi sao chit? Vi ho - cling nhv nhitng ké khac — khong mudn tréi
dat t6t hon. Nha Flamel thém khat bong t6i, ho ton tai bén 1é xa hoi, séng bi
mat va trong doi trd. Ho manh 1én nhd no6i dau va nhu cau cua nhitng ké
khac. Ho biét trong thé gidi mdi cta ta sé khéng c6 béng t6i cho ho tron
vao, khong c6 noi dau nao dé ho lgi dung. Ho khong mu6n ta — va nhitng
nguoi nhw ta — thanh cong. Cau da giup ta t6i thanh cong hon bao gio hét.

Josh nhiu may, c6 hiéu nhitng gi tién si n6i. Liéu Dee c6 néi doi khong?
Cau phai... mdc du Josh khong thé khéng c6 cdm giac rang c6 sy that trong
10i nguwoi bat ti kia. Nha Flamel c6 nhu thé khong?

“Néi cho ta nghe,” Dee hoi. “Cau cé thdy Coatlicue?”

Josh gat dau. “Co.”

“Ba ay dep chi?”
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“Vang.” Cau chép mat, nhé lai. Ba dy qua dep, khong gidng mot ai cau
da tirng thay.

“Ta cling nhin thdy hinh dang that ctia ba ta,” Dee nhe nhang néi. “Ba ta
la mét trong s6 nhitng Archon, nhitng sinh vat c6 xwa, c6 khi con la sinh
vat nguwdoi hinh tinh quyén nang nhat, tirng song trén trai dat tir thoi Khai
nguyén. Ba ta 1a mot nha khoa hoc st dung nhitng céng nghé téi tan tdi
mic n6 chang khac gi ma thuat. Ba ta cé thé tao ra nhitng thi khoi nguyén
nhat.” Dee can trong nhin Josh va twr tir ndi tiép. “Coatlicue c6 thé nhao nan
lai thé gidi ngay nay, stta chita n6, khoi phuc n6. Nhung cau thay Aoife lam
gi ba dy chwa?”

Josh khé khan nu6t nwdc bot. Cau da thdy Aoife chuon ra sau va 16i ba
vé lai vitong quoc bong t6i. Cau gat dau lan nita.

“Cau ciling thay chi cau lam gi ch&?”
“Cé 2»

“Sophie quat roi vao ba ay — va day khong phadi roi thwong. Ta ca day la
do cua Perenelle, bén lai ti* toc ctia Medusa. N6 chi can cham nhe vao ai
cling da khién nguwoi dé6 dau don.” Dee vuon tay ra dat 1én vai cau nhdc.
Cau cam thdy hoi néng don xuong hai tay. “Josh, gid cau mat Sophie roi.
Co0 dy bi nha Flamel kiém soat qua manh. C6 ay la con r6i ctia ho, nd 1€ cua
ho. Ho sé lgi dung c6 dy, nhw ho da lam vé&i bao nhiéu nguwdi khac trong
qua khi.”

Josh gat dau lan thit ba. Cau bién trueéc ho con cé nhitng cap song sinh
khac, va cling biét rang ho khong song sot dugc.

“Cau c0 tin ta khong, Josh Newman?” Dee dot nhien hoi.
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Josh nhin Phap s, m¢& miéng dinh ndi, nhung lai khong noi gi.
“A,” Dee cudi. “Cau tra 15i hay day.”
“Toi khong noi gi.”

“Thi thodng khong tra 10i la cau trad 10i,” ngudi bat ti¢ n6i. “Pé ta nhac lai
cau hoi: cau co tin ta hon nha Flamel khong?”

“Co,” Josh noi ngay. Cau khong nghi ngo diéu do.
“Cau muon gi?”
“Cttu chi t6i.”

Dee gat dau. “Tat nhién r6i,” han ndi, khong thé gidu néi sy khinh bi.
“Cau la con ngwoi ma.”

“Chi ay bi phu phép, ding khong? Lam sao t6i gidi bua dwgc?” Josh lai
hoi.

T6i mat Dee chuyén thanh hai vién da vang. “Chi c6 mdt cach: giét ai
dang kiém sodat co ay — c6 thé 1a Nicholas hodc Perenelle Flamel. Hodc ca
hai.”

“T6i khong biét lam sao...”

“Ta c6 thé day cau.” Dee hita hen. “Va cau chi can tin ta.”

Cutra kinh trong toa nha phéat né thanh nhitng manh nhd, kéu lanh canh
nhuw tiéng nhac, va réi canh ctta phia trén ho bat mé vi ap suat ctia hoi néng
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va mot con gié théi ngwgc xudng cau thang. Hang loat nhitng tiéng no6 16n
lam rung chuyén tda nha, lam v& roi xuéng. Tay vin cau thang bang kim
loai dot ngot néng dén noi khong thé s vao nai.

“Hai nguoi ca ké gi trén do thé?” Virginia Dare hét 1én tir tang duéi. Khi
xanh téa ra tt* ngwdi c6 nang mai toc den cta c6 1én khién né nhw mot cai
ao choang.

“Chi lam vai thi nghiém gia kim ay ma...” Dee bat dau.

Mot tiéng nd nhuw sdm rén khién ca ba nguwdi sup xudng. Nhitng manh
vita roi tr tran nha xuéng va mui nwdc thai xoc vao cau thang.

“Va mot hodc hai thi nghiém ciling hoi 16n,” han néi thém.

“Chung ta can di ra. Toa nha sap sup r6i do,” Dare néi. Cd quay nguoi
lai va tiép tuc lao xudng cau thang. Dee va Josh bam sat.

Josh hit mét moi that sdu. “Co6 phai t6i ngri thdy mui banh my chay
khong?” cau ngac nhién hoi.

Dare liéc nhin Dee. “Em con khong mu6n biét mui dé phat ra tir dau.”
“Em khong muon biét dau,” tién si dong tinh.

Khi ho tdi tang cudi, Virginia lang minh vao canh ctra doi dé x6ng ra
nhwng bi bat lai. Chiing bi khéa, mot sgi xich day khoa hai tay cam lai.

“T6i chac chiing ta phai pha cai nay méi hong ra,” Dee lam bam.

Virginia Dare noi th ngdon ngtt gi do da khong dung ¢ Chau My hang
thé ky nay, r6i nhanh chéong chuyén qua tiéng Anh. “H6m nay con té hon
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dugc nita khong co chit?” ¢6 cau nhau.

Co6 mot tiéng dong nho va mot tiéng rit, sau d6 binh phun nwéc gan trén
tran nha hoat dong, phun nwdc 1én ca ba ngwoi, khién moi noi boc mui cay
xe.

“T6i doan la c6,” c6 ndi. Co day ngén tay tro vao nguc Dee. “Anh giong
nha Flamel hon anh dam thiva nhéan day, Tién si: chét choc va huy diét cling

theo dudi anh day.”

“Anh khong giong ho,” Dee nam chat l1dy cai khéa. Khi vang dap don
quanh ngon tay han, roi xuéng san thanh mot dong suéi mong dai.

“Em nghi la anh khng muén dung khi ch?” Dare nhanh nhau néi.

“Anh nghi lac nay ai biét chiing ta & dau khéng quan trong,” tién si noi,
bé cai khoa lam doi nhw thé néi lam bang bia clng.

“GI0 ai cling biét may ngwoi & dau,” Josh ndi.

“Ho sé dudi theo ta,” Dee dong tinh. Han day cita va ditng sang mot bén
dé nguoi bat tir dong hanh va Josh ra ngoai tredc. Roi li€c nhin lai ngon Itta
dang birng birng chdy ké cho binh twédi nwéc dang hoat dong, han phéng ra

ngoai ctra, vé phia Josh va Dare, dang dirng lai treéc nguong ctra.

“T6i nghi ho sap t6i day roi,” Josh 1am bam.
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CHUONG BA

“Mars Ultor.”

Ong da bi giam cAm qué lau. Gio day ong khong thé biét 6ng dang mo
hay chi dang nh¢ lai nhitng chuyén trong qua kht. Nhitng hinh anh va suy
nghi dang 1én vén trong dau 6c 6ng lic nay la cta 6ng, hay nhitng ky tc do
thanh Clarent mang lai? Khi nh¢ lai qua khtt, la 6ng dang nhd lai thoi qua
khit ctia 6ng, cta thanh gwom, hay cda thoi ky nhitng ngwdi tirng cam thanh
guwom do truede ca ong? Hay la cua ca ba? Pau la sy that?

Va du ong khong chac vé nhiéu tht nhwng 6ng van nhé r6 mét vai
chuyén. Nhitng ky c vé phan chinh trong cudéc doi 6ng. Nhitng ky ttc lam
nén ong.

Ong nhé nhitng ngwdi con trai cia minh, Romulus va Remus. Nhitng ky
trc d6 khong bao gio 6ng quén. Nhung du 6ng c6 thé nao di nita, 6ng van
khong nhé néi khuén mat vg minh.

“Mars.”

Ong c6 thé nhé tirng chi tiét nhitng tran chién. Ong biét tén tirng vi vua
va nguoi dan thwong ong da chién dau cung, nhitng anh hung t tran duwdi
ludi kiém ctia 6ng va nhitng ké hén nhat da bé chay vi so 6ng. Ong nhé
nhitng chuyén hai trinh tim kiém, khi 6ng va Prometheus da di t&i nhitng
vung dat chwa ai biét tGi va tham chi con t6i nhitng Vwong quoc bong toi
mai dugce tao dung.

“Chua té Mars.”
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Ong da duogc chitng kién nhitng ky quan va nhitng canh twgng hai hung.
Ong da titng chién ddu chéng lai nhitng Elder va Archon, Nhitng ngudi c6
dai, tham chi cé nhitng chda t€ tirng xuat hién trén trai dat nay. Thoi xa xua
do ong tung dugc tho phung nhw mot vi anh hung, mot ctu tinh cua loai
nguoi.

“Mars. Thire day.”

Ong khéng muén thic gidc, vi thite gidc sé dén cling véi ndi dau, nhung
con hon noi dau dé la nhan thitc minh bi giam cam, va d6 sé con mai tdi
ngay tan thé. Va khi 6ng tinh day, su tritng phat ctia 6ng, noi dau cda ong,
sé goi nhac cho 6ng veé thoi khac loai nguwdi sg hai va khinh ghét 6ng.

“Thic day.”
“Mars...Mars...Mars...”

Giong noi — hay la nhiéu giong n6i? — vang 1én déu dan, khong ngirng
nghi va quen thudc.

“Thuc day!”

Sau trong lang mo trong long Paris, ti trong dong xwong dang cum giit
ong, Elder m& mat. B6i mat d6 c6 mau xanh lg chi trong phut chéc da
chuyén thanh mau do nhuw ngon Itta. “Gio thi sao?” 6ng quat, giong vang
vong trong chiéc mi tru khong bao gid 6ng khong doi.

Trudc mdt ong co vé la hai con ngwoi. Ho cao va thanh manh, lan da
mau dong twong phan vGi 4o phong trang va quan bo trang, gidy trang.
Nguoi phu nit toéc cat ngan sat da dau trong khi ngwoi dan 6ng lai cao troc.
Po6i mat cua cé hai an sau 16p kinh ram.
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Ho cung lic thao kinh ra. P6i mat ho sang va xanh, dong ti den bé xiu.
Du 6ng dang dau don do 16p khi chay va cing lai gay ra, ong cling nhan ra
ho. Ho khong phdi ngudi: ho 1a Elder. “Isis?” 6ng hdi bang ngbén ngit c6
xtta cua Danu Talis.

“Lau lam m&i gap lai 6ng ban,” nguwdi phu nit noi.
“Osiris?”

“Chung t6i tim 6ng lau 1am ro6i,” ngwoi dan ong no6i thém. “Gio ching toi
da tim thay ong.”

“Nhuwng nhin xem ba ay da lam gi 6ng nay,” Isis nin thé, ro rang la dang
dau kho.

Phu thiy vung Endor da bay Mars vao trong nha nguc nay, ba tao ra n6
tr dau lau mot sinh vat chwa tirng c6 mat trén trai dat. Nhung doi véi ba
giam cam 6ng thoi la chwa da: ba da thém vao mot hinh phat cho ngudi tu
nhan. Phu thuay da khién khi cia Mars chdy lién tuc, r6i cing lai trén lan da
ong, giong nhuw khi nham thach ra khoi nhan trai dat, dé lai 6ng bi ket lai
trong ciii bang dau lau v&i noi dau thuong truc nay.

Mars Ultor cudi va am thanh nghe nhw thé tiéng rong tir dau vong lai.
“Hang thién nién ky nay ta khong gap ai, vay ma gio ta lai ndi tiéng r6i.”

Isis va Osiris tach nhau ra va tién t6i hai phia cuaa thit tréng bic tuwgng
xam khong 16 bi dong bang vinh vién trong tw thé c¢6 vuon 1én. Nita than
dwéi ctia Mars, tir that lvng tré xuéng, bi chim sau trong long dat — Dee da
bién chiing thanh xwong héa long réi lai lam citng no lai, bay 6ng trong do.
Canh tay trai duoi thang ra ctia 6ng bi phi mot 16p nga, con trén lwng ong
la hai hinh hai héa déa cta hai sinh vat xau xi Phobos va Deimos dang nhe
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nanh mua vuét. Pang sau vi Elder 1 mot bé da hinh chit nhat. Ong da yén
nghi ¢ d6 hang ngan nam nay. Nhung gio bé da da vo lam doi.

“Chung t6i biét Dee da & day,” Isis ndi.

“Pung. Han tim dwgc ta. Ta rat ngac nhién vi han no6i cho cac nguoi biét
ta & dau,” Mars nghién rang néi. “Ching ta da danh nhau. Chinh han da
giam 16ng ta nhu thé nay.”

“Dee khong néi,” Osiris noi. Ga dang dirtng dang sau lung Mars, xem xét
nhitng birc twgng than ring ca phit nay. “Han phan boi 6ng. Han phéan boi
tat ca chung ta.”

Mars rit 1én trong con dau. “Pang ra ta khong bao gid nén tin han. Han
yéu cau ta Banh thic thang nhéc, Vang.”

“Va ro6i han dung Vang dé goi Coatlicue tit Vwong quoc bong toi,” Isis
thi tham.

Lu6ng khéi mau den dé xoan van trong déi mat Mars Ultor. Con gian
lam v& nhitng manh bam trén co thé 6ng ra va nhitng mang citng cua luong
dién bi hda citng ctia 6ng roi xudng. Khong khi nong ndc mui thit chay.
“Coatlicue: Lan cudi cung ba ta tan pha vivong qudc nay chinh ta da chién
ddu v6i my,” 6ng néi khé nhoc vi dau do luéng dién chdy. “Ta da mat rat
nhiéu chién hitu.”

Nguoi phu nit mac doé trang gat dau. “Chuing ta déu mat rat nhiéu ban be
va nguoi than chi vi mu ta. Khéng biét lam sao ma tién si lai tim dugc noi

ba ta dang cw ngu va chiéu goi ba ta.”

“Nhung vi sao?” Tiéng ndi ciia Mars rén vang. “Gi¢ dau cé du Elder trén
trai dat nay dé théa man khau vi cia mu ta chi?”
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Osiris go vao lung Elder dé thit do citng. “Ching t6i tin rang han mudén
tha mu ta vao trai dat. Chung ta da tuyén an Dee la utlaga vi han pham qua
nhiéu sai lam. Gio han muo6n phuc thu, va han sé pha huy toan bd cac
Vuwong qudc bong tdi va toan bo thé gidi nay. Han muon tat ca ching ta tiéu
doi.”

Isis va Orisis da di dwgc mot vong quanh vi Elder va gio lai ditng doi
dién véi ong. “Nhung vi ching t6i theo mui cta han nén ching téi méi c6
thé theo dau han ma tim thay... 6ng,” Isis néi.

“Tha tu do cho ta,” Mars cau xin. “Hay dé ta tim ga tién si d6.”
Ca hai lac dau quay quay. “Chung t6i khong thé.” Isis buén ba noi.
“Zephaniah dung nhitng phép thuat va bua ngai ciia Archon va nhitng chua

té trén trai dat. Khong nghi ngd gi nita Abraham da day ba ta.”

“Thé vi sao cac nguoi ¢ day?” Mars gam lén. “Thé cac nguoi tir dao cla
cac nguoi téi day lam gi?”

Mot béng dang xuat hién & trwdc ctira. “Toi yéu cau ho tGi.”

Mot ba ldo mac do so mi xam va vay dai budc vao trong. Ba ta lun va
béo, con mai téc mau xanh nhat dwgc uon xoan. Cai kinh ram qua kho che
gan hét khuon mat ba, tay phdi ba ta cdam mot cay gay trang. Ba chong gay
budc téi cho vi Elder bi giam cam, va dirng lai khi cay gay trang cham vao
btrc twgng.

“Ba la ai?” Mars hoi.

“Ong khong nhan ra t6i?” Ludng dién mau nau bay lén tir ba ldo, khong
khi tran ngap mui go chay dang dang ngot ngot.
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Mars hit mot hoi that sau vi nhitng ky trc 1au ngay ua vé. “Zephaniah!”
“Chong t6i,” Phu thuy Endor néi rat nho.

Mau mat Mars c nhdy mua hét tir do sang xanh r6i xanh sang dé, khéi
bay lén tir dwéi mii try. Lan da citng nhu da cta dng v& vun ra. Ong dang
cd gang vuon ra trwde trede khi 16p da citng méi hinh thanh. Vi Elder 16ng
16n gam Ién cho t&i khi ca hang dong day noi titc gian va sg hdi ctia ong,
mui thit chdy va xwong bi nung nong. Cudi cung, tdi khi kiét sttc, ong dirng
dé nhin nguwdi phu nit da tirng la vo ong, nguwdi 6ng da tirng yéu hon hét
thdy moi thit, nguwdi da giam cam o6ng vinh vién cung no6i kho nay. “Ba
muon gi, Zephaniah?” 6ng hdi bang giong thi tham nhuwng day nai titc gian.
“Ba t@i day dé tréu nguoi t6i a?”

“Sao t6i phai lam thé v&i 6ng ch,” ngudi phu nit n6i va mém mém cuoi.

“Toi tdi day dé tha tw do cho 6ng. Téi lac réi: thé gidi nay lai can mot thay
phu thuy.”
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CHUONG BON

Hai canh sat thanh pho San Francisco dirng lai khi nhin thdy mot bo ba
ky la - m6t phu nit, theo sau la mot cu thiéu nién va sau cung la mot nguoi
dan 6ng 1dn tudi hon — chay ra tr ctta hau mot toa nha dang chay rui.

“Con ai nita trong tda nh...” modt canh sat m& miéng ndi thi nhin thay
nguwoi dan 6ng cam theo mot thanh doédn kiém va mot thanh nita giat & that
lvng. Khi nguwdi canh sat dinh cam 1ay khau sing 6ng thdy cau thiéu nién
cung c6 hai thanh kiém nita hai bén hong. Ky la la, nguwdi phu ni téc dai lai

cam mot thi gidng mat cay sao dai.

“Pirng lai do,” vién canh sat thit hai ra 1énh. “ Ha vii khi xuéng.” Ca hai

vién canh sat gio sung len.

“May man la cac ngai da tdi,” ngudi dan 6ng nhé thé téc hoa ram ding
lén trudc.

“Pirng nguyén do.”
“T6i 1a Tién si John Dee, chu céng ty nay, Doanh nghiép Enoch.”
“Pat may thanh kiém xuong dat, thwa ngai.”

“T6i khong nghi thé. Pay la mdy moén do co6 vo gia trong bo suwu tap ca
nhan cua t6i.” Phap su budc len them mot buéce nita.

“Pirng day! Toi khong biét 6ng,” mdt vién canh sat 1én tiéng. “nhung toi
biét t6i khong muon ai cam kiém tién t&i gan t6i. Dat vii khi xudng va trg
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vé cho cli. Nhanh,” anh néi thém, khi nhin thady cuén khoéi bay ra tir thanh
may canh ctra.

Hai vién céanh sat chi nghe thay nhitng 10i cudi la. “John, sao anh khong
lam theo nhitng 16i hai canh sat n6i?” Co ta vira néi vra 10i cay sao dat len
moi. Hai nguwdi dan 6ng chi nghe thdy c6 mot not nhac trwde khi ho nga
xuong, bat tinh nhan sy. “Va dirng phi thoi gian nita,” Virginia Dare can
nhan. Co ta budc qua hai nguwdi canh sat, qua 16 hong dang ra la ctra chinh
cta toa nha dan ra pho. “bi thoi.”

“Chung ta sé 1ay chiéc xe,” Dee budc ra dwong Telegraph nhung xyng
lai, nhan ra rang Josh van ditng d6. Cau nhdoc dang dirng canh hai vién canh
sat bat tinh. “Pi nao. Ching ta khéng c6 thoi gian!”

“Ong dinh bo ho lai day a?” Josh héi, 16 rd su that vong.

Dee nhin Dare r6i nhin Josh. Ca hai ctuing gat dau.

Josh lac dau. “T6i khong bo ho lai. Ca toa nay sé do sap 1én nguoi ho.”

“Chung ta khong c6 thoi gian..” Dare dgm 10i.

“Josh.” Luon dién cua han nd tanh tach — con gian ctia han qua ro rang.

“Khong.” Tay trai dat lén hai bao da dung guom bén hong. Dot nhién
mot mui vo cam tran ngdp tang trét tdoa nha do nat va hai thanh kién da
phan @ng nhe lai. Josh cdm thdy mdt luong hoi dm & tay trai 1én vai va
dirng lai & c6. Nhitng ngoén tay cau nam chat lai quanh thanh gwom cau hay
dung : thanh Clarent, thanh kiém c6 dwgc biét dén véi cai tén Thanh Guwom

Hen Nhat.

Nhitng ky @c r6 rang hon...

https://thuviensach.vn



Dee, trong trang phuc cua moét thoi ky khdc, chay trong mét thanh pho
chay rui, cam theo mét déng sdch.

Ludan Doén, 1666.

Tay Josh dat 1én thanh gwom bén phai. M6t luong khi lanh lan vao trong
da thit cau va dot nhién cau biét tén n6. Pay la thanh Durendal, thanh
Guom cta Khong khi, ting di theo nhitng ky si giéi nhat trén thé gigi nay.

NHirng ky trc khac lai veeon t6i véi cau...

Hai hiép si mdc do gidp bac va vang sdng léa dirng canh mét chién binh
dd ngd xudng, bdo vé anh khdi lii qudi vdat khdat mdu dang bao quanh ho
trong dnh chiéu ta.

Mot con gian nhen nhom trong bung cau. “Mang ho ra ngoai,” Josh ra
1énh. “T6i sé khong thé dé ho chét & day.”

Trong mot thoang nhu thé tién si ngwoi Anh dinh thach thwucs cau,
nhung réi han gat dau va nd mot nu cwdi, nhwng mat han khéng cwoi. “Tat
nhién. Cau ding. Chting ta khong thé dé ho lai, ding khong, Virginia?”

“Em co6 thé,” co noi.

Dee nhin c¢6 chim chdm. “A, anh thi khong.” Hin nhét hai thanh kiém
vao that lung va di trd lai toa nha. “Cau c6 lwong tam, Josh a.” Han noi va
dd mot bén tay ctia vién canh sat. “Can than: ta da thdy nhiéu nguoi tot chét

vi cai do roi.”

Josh dé dang day vién canh sat thit hai ra ngoai. “Bo t6i day t6i va
Sophie rang ching t6i phai nghe theo tiéng noi cua trai tim va lam theo 1&
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phai.”

“Co vé ong ay la ngudi tot.” Dee no6i nho. Han hét hoi vi c6 day nguoi
canh sat ra ngoai dwong. Ho dat hai ngudi tredc xe tuan tra.

“Co6 thé mot hom nao dé ong sé gap 6ng ay,” Josh noi.
“T6i khong nght thé.”

Virginia Dare da tréo 1én chiéc limo van dang dau trén dwong. Noc xe
day bui ban, kinh v&. “Gio chiing ta can ra khéi day — ngay!”

Dee tron vao ghé canh Dare, Josh rit hai thanh kiém & bén hong dat
xuong san xe phia tredc ghé triede trede khi ngoi vao ghé tai xé. “Té6i dau?”
cau hai.

Virginia Dare nhoai ngudi 1én. “Ci¢ di ra khoi phd D6i nay truede da.”
Khi c6 noi, mot luéng khoi xanh nhat boc 1én tir néc toa nha. Dot nhién, ca
ba luéng dién nhap nhoang — vang, xanh nhat va vang cam. “Chung ta can
ra khoéi thanh pho nay. Chuyén nay sé danh dong toan toan bo khu Bo Bong
My. Moi thtr sé kéo tdi day.”

Khong khi budi sang song dong vdi am thanh coi bdo dong dang tdi gan.

“Va toi khong ndi t6i canh sat,” co them.
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CHUONG NAM
Thé gidi dang di t&i hoi két.

Chiéc xe Jeep Wagoneer mau trang doi 1963 phéng doc qua nhitng
quang canh khién moi mau sac nhanh chong bién mat. Prometheus 1ai xe,
doi tay to bé dat trén vo6 lang, nam chat da dé lam v& 16p nhya va kim loai
trén do. Perenelle Flamel ng6i sau 6ng, cung Nicholas dang ndam dudi dai,
dau 6ng nam trong long ba.

Vuong qudc béng toi cia Prometheus dang sup d6. Bau tréi mau xanh
tritng sao da bién thanh mau bui phan; nhithg ddm may chi con la nhitng
tan khéi. Bién da ngiing chuyén dong. Cac lan song da héa da ding im,
mau nuwdc xanh bién thanh trang trwdc khi chuyén thanh nhitng 16p bui
xam, con cat vang va nhitng vién da cudi sang bong da tré thanh nhitng 16p
gidy chdy va than cdi. Nhitng con gié ma mi cudi bay khoi bui, cuén bay
vao khong khi. Ching roi 1én trén cdy c6 cting da mat di hinh dang va mau
sac, nhw mau sac veé trén gidy da; moi thit da ting sinh trudng chuyén sang
mau vang ua tredc khi bién thanh bui xam.

Khi toan bo mau sac bién mat, hinh dang cta nhitng ctia nhitng vat thé
xam xit cling dan mo nhat, dwong chan troi bién thanh hang ngan nhitng
dom sang lap lanh nhw mot trdn mwa bui, bién mat chang dé lai gi ngoai
moOt man den Kit.

Chiéc Wagoneer lao nhanh trén con dwong ven bién hep, tiéng dong co
gam ru, Ipps xe nghién trén mat duwong nghe rin rit. Noi that trong xe am
mui hoa h6i va mui nang lwvgng cta Elder téa anh sang dé va néng tGi noi
nhitng chiéc ghé chay xém va lam chay néc xe bén trén 6ng. Ong dang c6
gang trong tuyét vong gitt Vuwong quoc béng tdi ctia minh dén khi chiéc xe
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tré vé trai dat @ Miii Reyes. Nhung ong dang thua: thé gigi ong tao ra hang
thién nién ky tredc dang chét dan, tré vé trang thai Khai nguyén ctia no.

Nhitng sy kién cach day c6 may tiéng dong ho da vat kiét sirc lyc cia
Prometheus, viéc sit dung con ma ca rong trong hinh dang chiéc dau lau
pha 1é dé gitip nha Flamel theo dau Josh & San Francisco da lay di nang
luwgng ctia dng. Ong da biét chiéc dau l1au dé nguy hiém ra sao — chi gi
ong, Zephaniah, da canh bao 6ng nhiéu lan — nhung 6ng van quyét dinh
giup Nha gid kim va vg ong ta. Prometheus luon luon ding vé phia loai
nguoi.

Va thé thé 6ng da dat tay 1én vat ¢6 xwa do va st dung sirc manh cta
no... va doi lai cai dau lau da lay di ky c ctia 6ng va dong dién cta 6ng.
Gio 6ng yéu 6t, cuc ky yéu 6t, va ong biét ong dang gap nguy vi st dung
luéng dién qua mirc. Chi vai gio nita thoi, mai toc 6ng sé bac trang va tham
chi d6i mat xanh cta 6ng sé ma duc.

Ong da t6i rdt gan, rat gan véi ranh gidi giita thé gidi ctia dng va trai
dat...nhuwng ngay khi 6ng nghi thé, mot cudn khéi xam bong bao 1ay chiéc
Xe.

Phan ung tc thi cia Prometheus la lai xe vao con dwong hep. Trong
gidy lat ong da nghi rang sy phan huy ctia Vwong qudc bong téi da vuon tdi
noi 6ng; nhung réi 6ng hit vao mot luéng khong khi lanh va mui mu6i bién
khién 6ng nhan ra lan swrong mu ltic ndy chi la swong mu ty nhién cua bién
thwong co ¢ Mii Reyes. Thi thoang lan swong mui nay cling chui vao cac
vuong quoc bong tdi khac. Nhung né cling la dau hiéu cho thdy ong da téi
gan ranh gigi bong t6i ctia minh.

Nhitng béng ngwdi mo nhat dot nhién xuat hién & bén ngoai man swong,
béng ho do dai trén vé duwong. “Nhitng diva con cua ta,” vi Elder hit mot hoi

dai. Nhitng nguoi do la nhitng gi con sot lai cia nguwoi Khai nguyén. Thoi
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xa Xua, trong Thanh phd V6 danh bén 1é thé gidi, luong dién cta Elder da
ban nhitng tia Ittra vao trong nhitng ngwoi bun va ban cho ching sy song.
Nhitng nguwoi dat dé da tré thanh nhitng Nguwoi khdi nguyén:bé ngoai ho
giong nhu quai vat — nhung chiing khéng phai quai vat — nhw nhitng th ma
thé gidi nay tirng nhin thay. Nhitng sinh vat d6 dugc lam ra tir bun dat, hinh
dang xau xi, dau troc nhung lai qua to so vGi cai c6 nhé va khuén mat
khong dinh hinh chi véi nhitng nét md nhat nhat nhw mdi hay mat & dau.
Ho da di theo Prometheus vé Vuwong quoc béng toi nay, mang theo nhitng
huyén thoai, bi mat va noi sg hai theo. Ho da song hang thién nién ky.
Nhung gio chi con lai nhitng sinh vat nay. Chung gao thét trong Vuong
quéc bong t6i dé tim kiém sy séng va dnh sang tit nhitng tia lira dién. Am
thanh tir dong co chiéc xe da thu hut ho, va gio, nhu nhitng béng hoa
huwéng vé phia mat troi, khuén mat ho quay vé phia chiéc chao day nguon
dién bén trong chiéc xe — dac biét la nguén nang lwgng quen thudc, nguon
nang lwgng da ban cho ho cudc song vinh hang.

Nhung khong caa khong ¢ nguon nang lwong vo bién cta vi Elder gitp
duy tri thé gidi va nhitng sinh vat séng trong do, lan da bun cta ho nit toac
va chuan bi roi xudng; héa thanh tirng dam dat trwdc khi roi xudng dat.
Nhitng nhitng nguwoi Khéi nguyén cudi cung bién thanh hw khong,
Prometheus sut sui, nhitng giot nwdc mat dé nhv mau a ra tir khée mat.
“Tha thi¢ cho ta,” 6ng thi tham bang thit ngdn ngit c6 ctia Danu Talis.

Mot trong nhitng sinh vat bang bun dirng ngay sau xe, vivon ban tay dai
bat thudng ra nhu kiéu chao mirng hay tam biét. Vi Elder nhin qua gwong
chiéu hau nhin nhitng sinh vat dé. Ong chwa bao gio dat cho ho mot cai tén,
nhung 6ng nhan ra sinh vat dé6 nhd vét seo trén ngwucj. Pay la mot trong
nhitng sinh vat dau tién duwgc ong ban cho sy séng & thanh phé ctia nhitng
vi than trén tradi dat. Mau den hw v6 bao trum dang sau sinh vat, mau bun
nau chuyén thanh mau muéi khi sinh vat chim vao lang quén. “Tha thit cho
ta,” Prometheus van vi mot lan nita nhung sau khi nhitng sinh vat thudc toc
Khéi nguyén cudi cung, nhitng sinh vat ong da ban tang mot cudc song
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khong binh thuwong bién mat, moi dau hiéu cho sy hién dién cta ho cling
bién di theo.

Bén trong xe tran ngap mui nang lwgng cua vi Elder, va nhitng dém ltra
nho xiu nhdy mau trén bé mat kim loai. Pau ngoén tay dang ryc chdy cia
ong nam chdc 1ay tdm guwong khi 6ng nghiéng n6 xudng dé nhnf hai sinh
vat dang sau xe. “Scathach noi ding,” ong than thé. “Co ay luén luén néi
rang chét choc va hiy diét luén di theo nha Flamel.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG SAU

“Pi théi — dirng chay,” Niten yéu cau. Nhitng ngon tay citng nhw sat dat
lén vai c0 bé bugc co phai dung lai.

Co lac vai dé day tay anh ta ra. “Chung ta phai di...”

“Chung ta khong néen thu hut sy chua y,” nguwoi dan ong Nhat Ban nho tho
déu déu néi. “Gidu cdy roi duwédi do khoac chau di.”

Sophie Newman khong nhan ra rang c6 van cam cay roi da mau den bac
cta Perenelle & tay phai. Co cudn chat no6 lai va gidy duéi tay trai.

“Nhin xung quanh chau di,” Niten néi tiép. “Em thay cai gi?”

Sophie quay lai. Ho dang ditng & chan Do6i Telegraph. Mot cot khoi den
si boc 1én tr mot dong Itta dang nhdy mua, vieon cao tan troi xanh. Tiéng
coi ctu hoa va cac loai xe khac ra 1én trong khi xung quanh hg moi nguoi
dang chen chic nhin ddm chay dang nu6t chitng mot trong nhitng toa nha
duy dang nhat chi sao Thap Coit.

“Em thay Ita...khéi...”

Co6 mot tiéng no tir trong toa nha va nhitng manh kinh v& va vita roi nhw
thac d6 xudng chiéc xe bus nho hiéu Volkwagen trang dau bén ngoai. Tat
ca cac ctta kinh bén phai déu thanh vun. Bong t6i cta su that vong thoang
xuat hién trén khuén mat thuwong khong biéu 16 cam xtc cua Niten. “Nhin
moi nguwoi xem,” anh no6i. “Mot chién binh can phéi dé phong moi thit xung
quanh.”
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Sophie dé y nhitng khuén mat. “Moi ngudi dang theo doi tran héa hoan,”
€0 noi nho.

“Chi c6 thé,” Niten dong tinh. “Va ching ta cling phai lam thé, néu
ching ta mu6n hoa dong vao dong nguwdi. Quay ngudi lai va quan sat di.”

“Nhung Josh...”
“Josh di r6i.”
Sophie bat dau lac dau.

‘Quay nguoi nhin di,” Niten van khang khang. “Néu chau bi bat chau sé
khong thé cttu em em.”

Co bé quay lai va liéc nhin trdn héa hoan. Niten néi ding, nhung ding
d6 khong dudi theo em trai minh thi khong ding. Moi gidy ho tri hoan la
mot giay Josh trugt xa hon va xa hon khoéi co. Hinh anh toa nha chay va
nhat nhoa vi d6i mat co dong day nwdc mat. Co khé khan lam méi chép
mat va gat nwdc mat di. Mui cao su khen khét va mui dau cung mui kim
loai chay ciing nhitng tht mui khac khién moi nguwdi phai lui lai. Nithen va
Sophie lam theo ho.

Josh di mat roi.

Co0 c6 gang hiéu cau dé nhung dwong nhw la khong thé. Cau da roi bo c6.
Vai phit trwdc cau & gan co6 dén noi c6 co thé cham vao cau, nhung khi c6
muon gitp cau lai quay di cung cai nhin ghé tém va s¢ hai va di theo Dee

va Virginia Dare.

Josh di mat roi.
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Cam giac tuyét vong khién c6 mét moi: bung c6 qudn that va c6 hong co6
kho rat. Em sinh doi ctia c6, em trai nho cta co, da lam diéu cau tirng hita
khong bao gio lam: cau da rdi xa c6. Nhitng giot nwdc mat roi, co sut sui,
nguoi c6 run lén khién cd khong thé noi.

“Co sé khién nguoi khac dé y ddy,” Niten thi tham. Anh buwdc lai gan
Sophie hon va nhe nhang dat tay trai léen mu ban tay phai cta c6. Dot nhién
co bé thdy xung quanh minh rén 1én mui cay cay cua tra xanh va co6 dot
nhién thiy binh tinh. “Anh can em phdi diing cdm 1én Sophie a. Nguoi
manh cé thé song sot nhung ngwdi diing cdm chién thang.”

Co gai hit mot hoi that sdu va nhin vao déi mat nau caa Niten. Co bang
hoang va choang vang vi thdy ching cling dong day nwdc mat. Kiém si
chép mat va giot niéc mat chdy xuong hai bén go ma.

“Em khong phai nguwdi duy nhat mat di nguwdi minh thwong yéu trong
ngay hom nay,” Niten lai nhe nhang no6i tiép. “Anh biét Aoife hon bon tram
nam nay. Co ay la...” Anh dirng lai va nét mat anh gian ra. “Co 4y khién
ngwoi khac titc dién, xau tinh, hach dich, ich ky va ngang nganh...nhung
rat, rat than thiét véi t6i.” Khoi xanh xam can xoan bdc 1én tir toa nha dang
chay va chui vao trong dam dong.

Sophie theo doi nhitng nguoi dang quan sat quay mat di vi khoi, ho vi
khoi x6ng vao c6 hong. Nhiéu nguwdi bat dau khoc vi khéi va bui bay lam
cay mat ho thanh ra Niten khéc khong hé bi dé y.

“Anh yéu chi dy,” Sophie thi tham.
Anh git dau nhe. “Co6 ay ciing yéu anh theo cach cia minh, du c6 ay
khong bao gid thira nhan.” Ban tay ctia Kiém si nam chat 1ay tay co bé, va

khi anh néi, c6 chit gi do trong sang va duyén dang ctia tiéng Nhat thoi trai
tré cta anh. “Nhung c6 dy khong chét.” Anh khang dinh. “Tham chi cac
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Archon ciing da biét rang ho khong thé giét Aoife béng tdi. Hai thé ky
tredc, co dy da don thuwong doc ma mé dwong mau thoat khoi Vweong quéc
béng toi Jigoku khi anh bi bat céc béi nhitng tay chan ctia Shinigami, Than
Chét. C6 ay da tim thay anh. Anh sé tim ra c6 dy.” Anh dung lai r6i n6i
thém, “Cling nhu em sé tim ra va cttu dugc em trai minh.”

Sophie gat dau. Co sé tim ra Josh, va c6 sé cttu cau du cho c6 chuyén gi
xdy ra. “Vang. Nhung em phai lam gi?” c6 héi, khong biét rang minh dang
ndéi bang tht tiéng Nhat hoan hao.

“Pi theo anh,” Nithen néi va dé dang lach qua dam dong, di qua Pai Lo
Telegraph Hill t&i pho Lombard.

Sophie chay theo anh, gan dén mitc c6 cé thé. Co khong mudn mat dau
anh trong dam doéng. Niten di chuyén khong ton ty hoi sttc nao qua nhitng
khach du lich va nhitng nguoi dang quan sat vu chay. “Chung ta di dau
day?” Co phai hét 1én vi tiéng on tir nhitng chiéc xe citu hda va coi xe canh
sat.

“T@i gap Tsagagalalal.”

“Tsagaglalal,” c6 gdi nhac lai, cai tén do goi 1én mdt ky ¢c ctia Ba Pha
thuy Endor. “Giam quan.”
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CHUONG BAY

“Ong nén dé danh con gian cho nhitng ngudi xitng dang dy,” Perenelle
Flamel dap lai. “Pay khong phai 16i ctia chong t6i.”

“Ong ay la tac nhan,” Prometheus noi.

“Nhung d6 ludn ludn la nhiém vu ctia 6ng ay.” Perenelle ng6i & ghé sau,
Nicholas ndam dai bén canh ba. Ba dang xoa tran chong ba. Nha gia kim bat
tinh, da xdm ngoét, ma noi nhitng dwong gan va nhitng mach mau tim. Tai
mat 6ng c6 vét tham tim, va moi khi ba vuot 1én dau 6ng, mot nam téc ngan
lai roi tren tay ba. Nicholas khong nhuc nhich, hoi thd cta ong dirt doan
kho c6 thé cam nhan dwgce. Cach duy nhat Nt Phu thuy c6 thé néi rang 6ng
ay con song la nho dn ngdn tay vao c6 hong dé cam nhan nhitng nhip dap
yéu 6t.

Nicholas dang chét dan va ba cam thay...
Ba cdm thdy...

Perenelle lac dau; ba khong chac ba cam thay thé nao/ Ba da gap va yéu
ngwoi dan 6ng nay tr hoi gitta thé ky mudi bon, tai Paris. Ho da cuwdi nhau
vao ngay muoi tdm thang Tam nam 1350, va ba c6 thé dém trén dau ngoén
tay sO thang ho xa nhau ké tir ngay d6. Ba hon Nicholas 10 tudi va ong
khong phai ngwoi chong dau tién ctia ba, nhwng ho da 1dy nhau dwogc mot
thé ky triwdc khi ba néi v6i ong ba la géa phu.

Ba yéu ong tir gidy phut ba gap ong, va gio ba van yéu 6ng, ba chac chan

rang ba sé con yéu ong nhiéu hon... chac chan rang ba nén that vong...gian
dit...buon ba hon khi 6ng dang chét dan thé nay?
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Nhung ba khong thay thé.
Ba thdy ...nhe long.

Ba khong hé biét minh gat dau. Ba nhe long vi cubi cuing moi chuyén
cling tGi hoi két.

MGt ngudi ban sach trd thanh mot nha gia kim — hau nhw 1a ngau nhién —
da day cho ba nhitng diéu ky dién va cho ba xem nhitng diéu ky diéu. Ho
da cung nhau di khap thé gigi nay va di t6i nhitng Vuong quoc bong t6i
tiép gidap. Ho cung nhau chién dau véi 1l quai vat va nhitng sinh vat khong
duwgc ton tai ngoai nhitng con &c mong. Va mac du ho c6 mét vai ngwdoi ban
— loai ngwdi va ngudi bat tit, vai Elder va tham chi mot vai Thé hé Ké tiép
— d6 l1a nhitng kinh nghiém cay dang day ho chi dwgc tin ngwoi kia. Ho chi
c6 thé hoan toan tin twéng nguwoi con lai. Ngon tay Perenelle nhe nhang
vuot 1én ma va quai ham chong. Néu ong chét vao gio phit nay, 6ng sé chét
trén tay ba, va chac chan rang ba cling khong séng lau hon 6ng la may, vi
ba khong nghi rang sau hon sadu tram nam chung song, ba c6 thé song ma
khong c6 6ng. Nhung 6ng chua thé chét — ba khong dong y dé ong chét; ba
phai lam moi thi dé 6ng dugc song.

“T61i xin 16i,” Prometheus dot nhién noi.

“Ong khong viéc gi phai xin 16i ca,” Perenelle néi. “Scathach diing: chét
choc va hiy diét theo chan chiing t6i ngan ay thé ky. Moi ngudi chét vi
chuing to6i — chét dé citu chiing t6i, bdo vé ching toi, chét vi ho biét chiing
t0i.” Khuon mat ba dot nhién han in no6i dau. “Qua hang d6 nam ba da tu
tao mét vo boc bao vé ba khéi nhitng cdm xtc vé nhitng cai chét va nhitng
noi dau, nhung cé nhitng lan — nhu lic nay — khi 16p vo v& ra va ba cam
thay ba c6 trach nhiém cho moi sy’ mat mat.
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“Nhung ba da ctru rat, rat nhiéu ngudi, Perenelle a.”

“To6i biét,” Nt Phu thuy dong tinh, mat ba van huwéng vé Nicholas.
“CHung t6i git chan nhitng Elder den t6i, chiing t6i chong lai Dee va
Machiavelli va dong bon trong hang thé ky.” Ba dong day chidt dé nhin
nhitng sinh vat ti'ng ton tai dang bién mat ¢ gan xe hon. “Va ching t6i
chwa lam xong. Prometheus, 6ng khong thé dé ching t6i chét & day.”

“T6i dang lai nhanh nhat c6 thé.” Dong mo6 hoi mau dé ri trén khuon mat
Elder. “Nhung toi chi cé thé gilr thé gidi nay ton tai trong mot chéc nita...”
Bén ngoai nhitng ddam may mang mui muoi day lén, pha lay chiéc xe, va
Prometheus bat can gat lén dé xua ching di. “Chung ta tdi gan r6i,” ong
néi, va roi khi ho roi Vwong quoc béng téi va trd lai Miii Reyes, dam
swong mu bay di va thé gigi hién ra v6i mau sac twoi sang khién mat ho dau
khi nhin 1én. Elder dap chan phanh khién chiéc xe dirng diéng trén con
duong dat. Ong tit mdy va tréo ra ngoai. Ong chong tay vao néc xe va quay
lai nhin ddm swong mu, nhin chiing van xoan thanh nhitng sgi chi manh.

Ong danh ca cudc doi tao ra thé gidi nay, hinh thanh né. D6 1a mot phan
ctia ong. Nhung gid Vuwong qudc Béng toi cua 6ng da sup dé thanh hw
khong, luong dién cta 6ng yéu 6t, ky tc ctia ong bi dau 1au pha 1é hut 14y,
va 6ng biét ong khong bao gio co6 thé tai tao noi n6. Trong gidy phiat dam
swong mu bay di, dé lai cho 6ng hinh dnh cudi cuing vé vivong quoc bong
toi xinh dep va thanh binh ctia 6ng...

Mat roi.

Prometheus chui lai vao xe va quay qua nhin Perenelle va Nicholas.
“Vay la sap tdi phit cudi roi ha? Abraham c6 n6i vé chuyén nay.”

“Som thoi,” Perenelle ndi. “Nhung khong phai luc nay. Ching ta con
phai lam mot viéc nira.”
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“Ba ludn biét cach két thuc moi viéc.”
“Luon ludn,” ba tu tin noi.
VI Elder thé dai. “Ba cé thé Nhin thdy trude.”

“Pung, nhung con hon thé nita. Toi da tng dugc nguwdi khac noi cho
nghe.” Ba nhin Prometheus, d6i mat xanh cda ba sang 1én trong bong tai.
“Nicholas tdi nghiép ctia tdi: s6 phan cta 6ng dy da dugc dinh doat khi
ngwoi dan 6ng mot tay ban cho 6ng ay cudén Codex. Cudn sach da thay doi
cudc doi 6ng — cda cd hai ching ta — va ching t6i cung nhau thay doi lich
stt nhan loai. Khi t6i con la mot diva bé, va trwdc khi Nicholas dwoc sinh ra,
cling nguwoi dan 6ng do da cho toi thay trwdc twong lai cua tdi va cta thé
gigi nay. Khong phai twong lai chac chan nhw thé, nhung la mot trong so
nhitng khéd nang cia né. Va qua nhiéu nam, t6i da thay rat nhiéu kha nang
tré thanh sy thye. Nguwoi dan 6ng cut tay dé da néi vdéi t6i nhitng gi can xay
ra — nhitng gi t6i phdi lam, nhitng gi chong tdi sé phai lam — néu mudn
nhan loai séng sét. Ong ta da diéu khién chiing ta qua hang thién nién ky,
song va di chuyén quanh chiing ta — tat ca ching ta. THam chi ca ong nita,
Prometheus a.”

Vi Elder lac dau. “Toi khong nghi thé.”

“Tham chi cd 6ng. Ong nghi ai d3 khuyén khich ban 6ng Saint —
Germain danh cap ngon Ira tr 6ng, ai da day cau ta bi mat cia ltra?”

Vi Elder mé miéng dinh noi nhung lai thoi.
“Nguwoi dan ong voi mot bén tay moc cau dé da noi voi toi la ong ta da &

do6 tr ltic moi viéc bat dau cho téi phit chot.” Perenelle nhoai ngudi 1én.
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“Ong ciing & d6, Prometheus; 6ng dd & Danu Talis trong Tran Chién Cudi
ciing. Ong ta tuyén b ring 6ng ta & d6 — 6ng phai gip dng ta roi.

Prometheus cham rdi lic dau. “T6i khong nhé néi ong ta.” Ong cudi
buon ba. “Cai dau lau pha 1é da an mat nhitng ky c khai so nhat cta toi.
Toi xin 16i, NU phu thay, nhung t6i khong nhé gi vé Nguwdi dan 6ng tay
moc cau d6.” Nu cudi 6ng nhat dan va tré nén cay dang. “Nhung ciling cé
qua nhiéu th vé hoi do khién toi bdi roi tw trede khi cai dau lau cudp di ky
U’c cua toi.”

“Ong c6 nhé gi vé mot ngudi dan dng mét xanh ¢ moc cau bac thay cho
ban tay trai khong?”

Prometheus lac dau. “T6i xin 16i. T6i nhd khuén mat nhitng hao hitu t6i
da mat, du khong nhd ra tén ho. Téi nhé nhitng ngwdi chong lai toi, nhitng
nguoi toi da giét.” Ong nhiu may va giong 6ng bdng nhe nhang va cé vé xa
xam. “To6i nhé nhitng tiéng la hét, am thanh ctia nhitng trdn chién, tiéng
kim loai va vao nhau, mui ctia phép thuat c6 xwa. Toi nhé c6 thoi Itta trén
thién dwong... va roi thé gigi tach lia ra va bién xam lan vao.

“Ong ta & d6.”

“P6 la Tran Chién cubi cung, N Phu thay a. Ai cling ¢ do.”

Perenelle ngo6i lai ché ng6i. “Khi t6i gap ong ta lan dau, t6i khong hon
mot dita tré 1a bao. Toi da héi tén 6ng ta 1a gi. Ong ta néi tén 1a Marethyu,”

ba nhe nhang noi.

“P6 khong phai mot cai tén. PO 13 mot danh hiéu: cé nghia 1a Than
Chét. Nhitng cling c6 thé 1a “nguoi,” vi Elder dich ngon ngit o ra.

“Toi nghi ong ta la mot Elder...”
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Prometheus nhiu may, dot nhién ky tc khién 6ng kinh ngac. Nhitng ngén
tay ong nam chat 14y ghé. “Marethyu,” 6ng 1am bam gat dau. “Than chét.”

“Ong nhé ra a?”

“Ong lic dau. “Mot manh ky tc théi. Marethyu khong phai ngudi cia
chiing t6i. Ong dy khong phai Elder hay Thé hé K& tiép, khong phai Archon
hay Nguoi c6 dai. Ong dy da 1a — 1a — mot thit gi d6 hon hodc kém hon
chuing t6i. To6i tin 6ng dy la nguwdi.” Prometheus budng tay va dat doi tay to

be 1én v6 lang. “Ba mu6n di dau ha Ni& Phu thay?”

“Puwa toi tGi cho Tsagaglalal.”
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CHUONG TAM

“Oi mén oi, dudi nay hdi qua.” Billy the Kid khit miii. “Y t6i 1a hoi thuc
sy ay.” Cau ta an hai dau ngoén tay vao hoc mat dang chdy nuwéc va lai hat
hoi lan nita.

“That ra cting khong phai qua té dau. T6i con ngwi thay té hon,” Niccolo
Machiavelli nhe nhang noi.

Hai nguwoi dan ong dang ding trong dwong ham bén duwdi nha tu
Alcatraz. Nudc nho giot tir xa lim va nhitng nhitng con song nho dap nhe
nhe vao mat ca chan ho. Khéng khi c6 mui c4 won va mui rong bién hoi
hdm, tron v&i mui phan chim hing hing va mui a xit ctia phan doi. Anh
sang duy nhdt chiéu tr trén dau ho, chi la mot ving mau xanh doéi nghich
v6i mau den tham tham.

Nguoi dan 6ng dep ma cao rdo mac bd do dinh day bui hit mot hoi sau.
“That ra n6 goi cho toi nhg t6i nha t6i.”

“Nha 4?” Billy ho. Cau ta 16i chiéc khan tay hoa tiét dé ra khéi ti quan
sau ddt len miii va miéng. “Nha ong thuong c6 mui nhv la phong vé sinh
cua It dong vat hoang da a?”

Ham ring ctia Machiavelli sdng 1én khi 6ng cudi. “A, Rome va Venice —
a, Venice xinh dep — thoi thé ky muwdi lam va mwoi sau rat boc mui.. nhung
khong té bang Paris thé ky mwoi tdm hay Luan Pon gitta thé ky mudi chin.
T6i da & d6 vao nam 1858; khong khi c6 mui rat kinh dén noi khé ma tha
néi. Pugc goi 1a thoi ky Pai O Nhiém day.
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“Chac chan to6i sé khong thich & d6,” Billy noi. “T6i thich khong khi
trong lanh, nhiéu.” Cau ta bing ngon tay va khéng khi c6 mui 6t dé. Mot
cot khéi cuén mau tim do bao 1dy ngon tay cau va sau dé mot khoi cau liva
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CHUONG CHIN

“Pao Danu Talis,” Marethyu nho nhe néi, quan chat chiéc do choang dai
quanh ngudi. “MOt trong nhitng ky quan da mat cta trai dat.”

Scathach, Joan of Arc, Saint-Germain, Palamedes va William
Shakespeare dang ditng trén mot ngon doi nhin xuéng thanh pho trén dao
bang vai trdi dai ngtt tdm mat. Thanh phé duwgc xdy dyng theo kiéu mot mé
cung hinh tron, v6i nhitng lach séng xung quanh. Anh sang mit troi khién
mdt nwdc 1ap lanh anh bac, ban chiéc nhitng tdoa nha bang vang. Vai noi con
qua sang khién ngudi ta kho c6 thé nhin dugc.

Saint-Germain ngoi trén thdm cé xanh ri va Joan ngo6i xuong bén anh.
“Danu Talis khéng con nita,” anh n6i déu déu. “Anh nhé né da chim r6i ma
nhi.”

“Chuing ta da quay ngugc lai muoi ngan nam,” nguwoi dan ong doi mi
trum gidi thich. Lan gié am ap thoi bay 4o choang cta 6ng ta, thdi tung no
ra phia sau va dé 16 cai méc cau bang kim loai thay cho tay trai. Pay la
Danu Talis, treéc khi Sup Do.

“Tredc Sup D6,” Scathach thi tham. Nt chién binh buéc di trén ngon doi
nho va lay tay che mat. C6 khong mudn nhitng ngwoi khac thdy déi mat co
dang chan chita nwdc mat. Co hit mét hoi sau, c6 - nhung that bai — dé giira
giong khong rung. “Bo me va anh em t6i c6 & d6 khong?”

“Moi nguoi déu & do,” Marethyu néi. “Tat ca cac Elder déu trén hon déo
nay — ho van chwa an vao trong cac Vuong quoc bong toi. Mot so - nhw
Prometheus va Zephaniah — c6 da gap & thoi c6 dé — nhung & day ho con
tré. Ho sé khong biét co, tat nhién vi ho chwa tirng gap c6. Co sé gdp bé me

https://thuviensach.vn



co, Nit chién binh a, nhuwng ho khong nhan ra co, bgi vi lic nay c6 chwa
dwoc sinh ra.”

“Nhung t6i c6 thé gdp lai ho,” Scathach 1an bam, nhitng giot nuwdc mat
dé nhu mau chdy xudng guwong mat.

“Co6 thé. Du c6 1é khong phai lac.”
“V1 sao?” Saint Germain nhanh nhau noi.

“Danu Talis da tdi hoi két. Chuyén dé c6 thé xay ra trong mot, hay hoac
ba ngay. T6i khong biét. Toi chi biét n6 sé sém chim thoi.”

“Néu khong thi sao?” Saint- Germain hoéi. Anh ta gat nhitng sgi téc den
dai ra khéi mat. “Néu hon ddo nay song sét va phat trién thi sao?”

“Thi thé gidi anh biét sé bi x6a s6,” Marethyu vui vé néi. “Hon ddo nay
phdi nam sdu duwdi day dai dwong va cac Elder phai tan ra khap thé gidi.
Phép thuat can hdy diét Danu Talis, lam nhiém doc dat dai, khong khi,
nuwdc bién va nui Itra. D€ sau do, nhitng dita tré dugc cac Elder sinh ra sau
tham hoa Danu Talis, Thé hé Keé tiép, sé khac v&i b6 me ching ciing nhw bo
me chiing khac vGi giong ngudi Co dai.” Nguoi dan 6ng tay moc cau quay
lai vGi Scathach. “Néu hon ddo nay khong sup do, thi co hay chi c6 cling
khong ton tai.”

Scathach lac dau. “Nhung t6i dang & day, va vi thé hon déo phai chim.”

“Theo chu trinh thoi gian, tdt nhién...” Marethyu dgm 10i, nhung
Shakespeare ngat 10i ong.

“Néi cho t6i nghe vé chu trinh thdi gian di,” dai van hao néi.
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Nguoi dan 6ng tay lwdi cau kéo do choang lai va quay qua d6i mat véi ca
nhom. “Cé nhiéu chu trinh thoi gian. Elder Chronos cé thé quay ngugc hay
di vao twong lai nhung chi nhw mot nguwdi quan sat. Mot sy thay déi nho co
thé anh huwéng tGi toan bo chu trinh thoi gian va toan bd chu trinh sé di theo
cach do.”

“Chua nhan cua t6i, Tammuz, c6 thé di chuyén qua thoi gian,” Palamedes
noi.

Marethyu gat dau. “Nhung ong ta chi cé thé di vao qua khi va xem
chuyén gi xdy ra. Chronos cé thé di t6i twong lai xem chuyén gi sé xdy ra.”

Saint-Germain nguwdc nhin Marethyu. “To6i da tng dam phan véi lao
dién Chronos 16i. Ong ta khong dang tin cdy.”

D6i mit xanh cia Marethyu nhap nhay khi 6ng ta cudi. “Ong ta khong
yéu quy gi anh. Chung t6i hy vong anh khong gap nguoi nao khac niva.”

“Thé vi sao chu trinh thoi gian nay lai dac biét thé?” Saint- Germain hoi.

Marethyu quay lai nhin thanh ph6é vang. “TH&i nao cling c6 nhitng sw
kién vi dai, c6 nhung kha ning va nhitng diéu néu nhw.” Ong ta vay tay.
“Anh c6 thé twdng twong rang sw hiy diét noi nay sé tao ra hang vo so
nhitng dong thoi gian khac nhau.”

“Vang...Va?” Saint-Germain sac bén noéi.

“CHung ta da nhdy qua mudi ba cong vao cac Vuwong quéc bong tdi dé
t6i day. Chronos tdng no cho toi nén chung ta khong chi di ngugc lai thoi
gian ma con di qua cdc dong chay thoi gian. O day, lic ndy, ching ta &
dong thoi gian chinh trwde khi thé gidi sup do va cac dong thoi gian ré
nhanh.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhung vi sao?” Will héi. “Néu chiing ta khong lam gi, vay thé gi6i co
chim va moi thit c6 theo dung trinh tw khong?”

“O, nhung cac Elder, dudi sy 1anh dao ctia Osiris va Isis s& lam theo ké
hoach va thay doi moi thitc. Ho sé lam diéu gi d6 dé chac rang Danu Talis
khong bao gio chim.”

Saint-Germain gat dau. “T6i cling lam thé néu t6i & vi tri caa ho, va t6i
doan ho da mat hang thién nién ky dé vach ra mot ké hoach hoan héao.”

“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ho thanh cong?” Joan hai.

“MOi thit co biét sé bién mat,” Marethyu lap lai. “Khéng chi & thé gidi
nay ma con & tat ca cac Vwong quoc bong toi phu can. Hang ty sinh mang,
hang chuc ti, sé khong con. Nhwng moi ngudi — tat cd cac ban & day — c6
sttc manh dé tranh diéu d6 xdy ra.”

Ng6i trén ngon doi va nhin khap hon dao, Joan of Arc vwon tay ra va
nam lay tay chéng. Ba twdc Saint-Germain nam ldy tay c6 bang ca hai tay
va cO bop tay anh that chdt. Anh quay qua va hon 1én ma c6. “Em c& nghi
day la mét chuyén phiéu lwu khéc di,” anh thi tham. “CHung ta cé nhiéu
chuyén nhw thé ma.”

“Khong chuyén nao giong chuyén nay,” c6 lam bam bang tiéng Phap/

Shakespeare dich lai gan Palamedes, hiép si Saracen. “T6i wdc rang toi
van dang viét,” 6ng lam bam noéi. “Pay sé trd thanh mot huyén thoai.”

“Nhung cach cdu chuyén két thic khién t6i lo 1ang,” Palamedes néi. “Toi

khong muon gi hon mot cude doi yén tinh. Nhung téi luén luoén phai séng
trong chién tran va danh nhau.” Ong lic dau.
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“Thanh pho nay bao tudi r6i?” Saint-Germain phan van hoéi 16n. Anh
nhiu mat nhin nhitng dwong pho va cac rach nwédc nhw mé cung. “N6 lam
toi hoi nhd tdi Venice.”

Marethyu nhtin vai. “Thanh phé nay tré hon hon ddo va hon ddo nay tré
hon trai dat. Nghe don la cac Elder Vi dai da nang hon dao 1én chi trong
mot ngay nho vao tat ca Nhitng Phép thuat co ban. D6 la dinh cdo ctia phép
thuat ma thé gidi tirng biét tdi.”

“O day c6 thu vién khong?” Shakespeare hoi.

“Co, Dai thi hao a. Mot trong nhitng thw vién hoanh trang nhat thé gidi.
Pai Thu vién ctia Danu Talis gom hang ta phong noi véi nhau nam & chan
kim ty thdp. Anh c6 thé gianh thoi gian con lai cia doi minh chi dé doc
sach trong mot ké sach thoi. Va c6 hangf tram dam ké sach. Hon dao nay
kha la hién dai, nhung nhitng cw dan caa Danu Talis thi gia, gia hon rat
nhiéu. Cac Elder vi dai tri vi noi nay trwdc cac Elder, c6 Danh sach cac Vi
Vua khac trén cac bac thang kim tw thap cé nién dai cach day hang tram
nghin ndm. Va truéc cac Elder Vi dai con c6 nhitng giéng loai khac:
Archon, Ngudoi Co dai, va trong qua khit 1a Chaa Bat. Nhitng nén van minh
nay xay dung trén tan tro cia nhitng nén van minh khac.” Marethyu dung
méc cau chi vao kim ty thap bac thang khéng 16. “Pay 1a Kim ty thip MAt
troi, khong chi la trai tim cia hon ddo ma con cta ca dé ché. Tran Chién
cudi cung sé thang lgi hodc that bai ¢ do.”

“Va ong biét tat ca vi n6 da xdy ra,” Scathach noi.
“Trong mot chu trinh thi gian thi la ding.”

“COn trong mdt chu trinh khac?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Marethyu nhin vai. “Cé nhiéu chu trinh, nhiéu kha nang, nhung ching ta
da veé dién trudc khi cac chu trinh phan tan, noi hanh dong ctia ching ta cé
thé dinh hinh twong lai.”

“Sao ong biét chiing ta lam ding?” Scathach thach thic hoi.

“Vi Nha thong thai Abraham noi véi toi vay.”

“T6i nghi ching ta nén di gap ong Abra...” Scatty dirng lai, mat toe Iira.

Budi sang trong lanh bong c6 nhitng tiéng v6 canh nho, am thanh cia
mot dan Ong tdi tw xa.

“NAm xuong...” Marethyu m@ 161, va r6i mot luong dién trang xanh boc
1én tir nguc dng, phat sdng va tu lai @ méc cau. Ong d6 sup xudéng mit dat,
khoi nhat bay 1én tr ngwoi ong, phat sang trén moc cau.

Joan dinh dén canh Marethyu, nhung Saint-Germain nam tay gitt co lai.
Anh lac dau nhé nhe. “Khong. Em doi di.”

Shakespeare va Palamedes 1ap titc tach ra, dai thi hao ditng dang sau bén
trai ngwoi ban. Néu day la mét tran chién, Will sé boc hau cho ban minh.

“Vimanas dang tdi,” Scathach gam gtr. C6 thu minh lai nhung khong
dong tdi thanh kiém sau lung. “Ding yén, khong dong vao vii khi.”

“Vim la cdi...” Joan dinh n6i nhung ¢6 nhin thady ngén tay ctia Scathach.
Ngon tay chi len troi.

Khong khi am &p rung lén va chuyén lanh, nhitng chiéc dia bay 16n roi

xuong to bau troi va rua 1én trén dau ho, rung 1én nho nhé. MQi nguwdi nhin
1én. O mit duéi cta cai dia bing kim loai 1a ban d6 cta Danu Talis.
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“Vimanas,” Scathach giai thich. “Dia bay. Mot vai ngudi song sét sau
khi Danu Talis sup do va tao ra né dé di tGi Trai dat. Cha chi c6 mot céi...
tGi khi Aoife pha hong n6. Chi ay do tdi cho chi,” c6 ndi thém mot cach cay
dang.

Chiéc dia 16n nhat — it nhat phai c6 duwong kinh 12 feet — ha xuéng thap
hon nhung khéng dirng han trén mat dat, va mot 16p bang méng xuéng hién
trén 16p cé bén dwdi. T dwdi nap bang pha 1€ trén dinh dia , hai sinh vat
dau ché den v6i doi mat dé song nhin ho cham cham.

“T6i ghét may con nay,” Saint-Germain lam bam.

“Anpu,” Scathach thi tham. “T6i nghi chiing ta gap rac roi roi. Rac réi

»

to.
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CHUONG MUOI

“Ré ¢ day,” Tién si John Dee nhoai ngudi ra tredc va chi sang bén phai.
“DPi vao duong ven bién Barbary va vong quanh Embarcadero. SAu dé di
theo bién chi dan t6i cau Oakland Bay.

Josh gat dau, ngam nhat miéng, ko mudn néi va c6 khong hit qué sau.
Hoi thé cua Phép su héi thoi véi mui trivng thoi.

“Chung ta di dau day?” Virginia Dare ti* trong béng t6i hoi.

“Thoéat khoi day,” Dee n6i cut ltn. “GIo dwong phé toan canh séat véi ctru
hoa khong.”

Josh chinh lai gwong dé nhin cho rd dang sau xe. Dee ngoi ngay sau cau,
béng vang do 1én ngudi ong ta trong khi ngwoi phu nit tré hon ngoi bén
phai, tranh xa Phap suw hét mitc c6 thé. Co ta gd go cdy sao go vao moi
dudi.

Josh tdp trung vao viéc 1ai xe, gilt chiéc xe tai trong nang duwdi tam kiém
soat va trong giGi han tdc do cho phép. Cau c6 khong nghi t6i nhitng gi vira
ma@i xay ra va, quan trong hon, nhitng gi da xay ra vai chi gai cau. Co da
phan boi cau — hodc ding hon, nha Flamel da bat c6 phan boi cau. Nhung
gid c6 & dau... va cau phdai néi véi bd me thé nao vé chuyén lac mat chi
day? Cau phai cham s6c c6, bdo vé c6. Nhung cau da that bai.

“Tén ctia nha hai kich,” dot nhién Virginia Dare hoi. “mot phan trong
mot cap doi da néi, ‘Anh lai 16i t6i vao mdt dong rac réi hay ho nita’?”

“Stan Laurel,” Dee dap.
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“Oliver Hardy,” Josh stta lvng ong ta. Cha cau thich Laurel va Hardy. Du
Josh thich kiéu néi dua vo t6 chitc ctia anh em nha Marx hon, nhung cau
nhd rang mot trong nhitng 1an sém nhat cau xem hai dé la dugc ngoi trong
long bo, cam thdy co thé minh dang rung lén vi nhitng cau dua cta Laurel
va Hardy.

“Oliver Hardy,” Virginia Dare nhac lai, gat dau dong y. “To6i da ting gap
ho, 1au ro6i, khi t6i lan dau dén véi Hollywood.”

“Chi dong phim a?” Josh hoi, liéc nhin c6 ta trong gwong. Tat nhién c6 ta
kha la xinh dep r6i.

Ham rang trang cua Dare l6ée sang trong canh tranh t6i tranh sang.
“Trwdc khi c6 4m thanh,” chi ta néi roi quay lai nhin Phap suw. “A, anh lai
16i t6i vao mot dong rac roi hay ho.”

“Khong phai bay gio dau, Virginia.” Dee mét mai noi.

“Tredc day anh da 16i em vao rac roi, John, nhuwng khéng giong thé nay.
Em biét em khong bao gio nén tham gia cung anh.”

“Anh dau c6 phai thuyét phuc em nhiéu dau,” Dee nhac khéo c6.

“Anh htta vGi em la...” c6 dinh néi nhung Dee nam lay tay c6 ta, anh mat
han liéc xéo Josh. Co ta dirng c6 mot lic nén cau khong dé y nhiéu.
“...khong bi dau don hay kho sé gi,” co két thic cau, khong gidu néi sy mia

mai trong giong noi.

Josh ré phai ¢ duong Vinh ré vao dvong Embarcadero.
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“Chung ta chwa mat tat ca dau,” Dee néi. “Chwa khi chiing ta con nhitng
thit ndy.” Ong ta m& manh vai va cai 4o ra, 16i ra mot cuén sach nhoé bia
bang dong xanh. Cudn sach rong khoang 6 inch, dai 9 inch va con lau doi
hon cd loai ngudi. Tién si lwét nhitng ngoén tay trén bé mat kim loai va
nhitng ky t mau vang nhdy nhét va v& ra dwdi ngon tay han ta.Khong khi
chua chua do ca 3 mui: cam, cay x0 thom va Iwu huynh tron lai. NHitng
dom ltra nhay nhot trén bé mat da bén trong xe. Pén xe lic tat lac bat; roi
chét ngém, man hinh hé thong dan duong vé tinh chuyén mau bay sac cau
vong. Radio bat 1én va chay hang t4 kénh tredc khi tit ngém. Moi bang diéu
khién sang dén bao nguy hiém mau do6. Chiéc xe chét may tai cho.

“POng né lai,” Josh néi vong tir phia trwdc. “N6 sé& phd hay hé théng
dién trong xe,” Dee dong sap cudn sach lai va nhét n6 lai duwdi do khoac va
Josh khai dong lai xe. BDOng co vang 1én, roi tat va Josh cling tang toc dugc.

“Giéi lam,” Virginia Dare noi.

“Cudn Codex la chia khoa.” Dee noi tiép, nhuw thé khong cé gi xdy ra.”
Han ta vuon 1én va vo vai Josh. “Néu khong c6 ngudi xé mat hai trang
cuoi.”

Josh khong noi gi. Cau tap trung vao viéc lai xe da giup cau suy nghi ky
hon. Duéi 4o phong dé hiéu Faithful cia cdu la hai trang cu xé ra tit cudén
Codex dung trong mot tii vai deo quanh c6. Du cau quyét dinh tin Phap sw
— hodc la ciu thay 6ng ta tin cdy hon Flamel, nhung —vi mot 1y do gi dé
chinh cau ciing khéng hiéu rd, Josh van chwva muén Dee biét cau c6 hai
trang kia.

“Moi thit dang kéo t&i ddy,” Virginia déu déu néi. “Y tdi 1a moi thi that
ddy. L cucubuth ching ta dung do & Luan Bon khong la gi néu so sanh vGi
nhitng thit dang tién t6i thanh pho nay.” C6 nhiic nhich trén ghé dé nhin ra
ngoai ctra s6. Mot cot khoi cao ngdt boc 1én khap bau trdi San Francisco.
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“Nhitng nha chtc trach giong ngudi sé tién hanh diéu tra. Pau tién cong ty
ctia anh gay mat trat ti & Ojai va gio tru s& cong ty anh boc chay.” Trong
lic d6, mot am thanh rén vang nhw c6 tiéng sam tr xa vang tGi. “Va day
khong phdi mot trdn hoa hoan théng thwong. Toi chac ho sé biét anh triv
hang cam trong tda nha d6.”

“T6i can mot vai héa chat dung cho thi nghiém,” Dee tuy tién ndi ra.

“Nhitng héa chat nguy hiém,” Dare néi tiép. “Anh con tan céng hai canh
sat nita. Chinh quyén sé s gdy anh thoi, tién si Dee a. Sao anh doi pho
dwogc day?”

Dee nhun vai khéng thodi mai. “Néu ho dao sau anh chac ho sé tim thay
thit gi d6. Khong gi c6 thé gitr bi mat hoan toan trong thoi bubi sé6 hda ma.”

Virginia th6i nhe mot hoi vao 6ng sdo. Am thanh nghe khé cting va chéi
tai. “SFPD sé t6i cung FBI; n6 sé néi v6i Scotland Yard ¢ Luan Bon, va
néu ho két hgp véi nhitng vu gan day & Paris, ho sé lién lac véi s& Canh sat
Phap. Mot khi canh sat bat tay tim anh ho sé tim thdy thoi. R6i ho sé hoi
cung anh. Em chac hg mu6n biét lam sao anh di dugc tir Ojai t6i Paris ma
khong c6 ho so nao ghi lai hanh trinh ctia anh, r6i sau do6 anh lai vé lai San
Francisco ma khong di may bay dan su hay tryc thang riéng gi ca.”

“Em khong can lam anh vui thé dau,” Dee 1am bam.

“Va ching ta cling khong thé quén cac Elder dugc. Em nghi ngay lic
nay, cac Elder, thé hé ké tiép, va nhitng sinh vat lién quan dang tim dwong
tGi day, theo dau mui ma thuat cia ching ta. Mot phan thwéng 16n cho cho

viéc bat dwgc anh du song hay chét la chac chan do.”

“Con song,” Dee buon tham néi. “hg mudn anh con song.”
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“Sao anh biét duwgc?”
“Machiavelli n6i v6i anh.”
“Machiavelli!” Virginia va Josh dong thanh ho 1én.

“Anh khong c6 ban dau John,” Virginia noéi. “trtt khi anh da thay doi trai
tim minh hoan toan trong vai tram nam gan day.”

“Khong phai ban anh, nhung cling khong han 1a ké thu. Anh ta ciing
khong hoan thanh nhiém vu cht nhan Elder anh ta giao ph6.”Han nghich
nghich ngén tay. “Em c6 biét, han chi cach day c6 hai dam khong. Han &

Alcatraz cung Billy the Kid do.”

“Billy the Kid a?” Josh néi nhanh. “Billy the Kid do 4? Ké ngoai vong
phap luat do a?”

“U, &,” Dee dap cut ngan. “Ké bat tir Billy the Kid.”

“Thé ho dang lam gi & d6?” Josh boi roi hoi.

“Piéu ac,” Dee cuwoi noi.

“Sao ho t6i hon dédo dé dwgc? Toi nghi né bi dong ctra r6i”

“Pung,” Dee dap. “Cong ty toi, Enoch Enterprises s& hitu hon dao do.
Ching t6i mua no6 tit chinh pht. Ching t6i néi vdi ho rang sé bién n6 thanh
mot bao tang lich st s6ng.”

Josh 1ai cham lai vi dén trwédc mat chuyén sang do. “T6i doan la noi doi,”

cau noi.
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“Tién si John Dee khong biét néi that dau,” Virginia néi nho.

Nguwai bat tr 10 ¢o ta di. “Cha nhan ctaa t6i bao t6i tap hgp mdt doi quan
quai vat & mot noi an toan va gan thanh phd nhat mi¢c c6 thé. Nha tu trén
dao la mot dia diém hoan hdo. Va nhitng xa lim da tré thanh nha danh riéng

cho chung.”

Nguoi phu nit ngoi nhinh 1én trén. “Dang quai vat gi?” ¢o ta héi. “Dang
binh thwong hay nhitng con tha vi?”

“Nhitng con té nhat,” Dee néi. “Nhitng con 4c mong, nhitng ké khat
mau, nhitng con ghé tém nhat.”

“V1 sao?”

“Khi dén lic, ho mudn tha ching vao thanh pho.”

“V1 sao?” co hoi lai.

“Pé phan tan loai ngudi va dé cac Elder trd lai Vwong quoc bong tdi nay.
NHitng sinh vat do6 sé chay trong thanh pho, va véi doi quan vii trang hién
dai nhat, vé&i tat cd nhitng vii khi va trang thiét bi t6i tdn nhat cling khong
thé ngan chan dugc ching. Khi thanh phd sap sup do, nhitng Elder sé xuat
hién va ha guc chung. Nhitng Elder sé trd thanh cttu tinh cta loai nguoi va
sé lai dwgc tho cliing nhw nhitng vi than.”

“Nhung sao phéi lam thé?” téi phién Josh hai.

“Mot khi ho trd lai, ho sé stra chira lai trai dat.”

“T6i biét. Nhung sao ho khong chi quay lai th6i? Sao cac ngwdi phdi huy
hoai thanh pho?”
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“Khong phai toan bo...” Dee dgm noi.

“Ong biét toi c6 y gi!”

“Cac Elder sé giét 1i quai vat va tu sita thanh phd. N6 sé dwoc truyén
thong dé y tdi va sé trd thanh mot tran dién tap pho triong quyén nang cua
ho. Josh, cau hdy nhé sitc manh ctia cac Elder khong c6 gi 1a ky diéu. O, ho
c6 thé noi véi con ngudi vé sitc manh dé hodc cé thé don gian chi cho loai
nguoi thay ho cé thé lam gi. Va nhitng bitc tranh d6 con dang gia hon ngan
10i n6i.”

Dare gat gu. “Va khi nao chuyén nay xay ra?”

“Lé Litha.”

“Nhung da cach day hai tuan roi. Vay gio Machiavelli va the Kid con
lam gi & hon dao do niva.”

“Co thé ké hoach phai thay déi,” Dee néi cut lun.

“Nhung Machiavelli sé khong tha quai vat vao thanh pho chit?” Josh hoi
voi. Cau dé dang twdng twgng canh Dee tha lii quai vao San Francisco,
nhung cau nghi Machiavelli c6 gi dé nhan dao hon.

“Ai biét nguoi Y d6 c6 thé 1am gi?” Dee buc tiic néi. “D6 1a ngudi di vé
ra ban ké hoach trong su6t nhiéu thé ky. Lan cudi t6i nghe 6ng ta n6i 6ng ta

bi ket @ trén dao...”

“Dgi da,” Josh chen ngang. “Néu Enoch Enterprises s& hitu Ancatraz...”
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“...va canh sat dang diéu tra tdp doan Enoch Enterprises,” Virgina noi
ti€p, “thi ho sé sém t6i tham honf dao thoi.”

“Thé thi moi chuyén sé té lam.” Dee noi.

Virginia cuwdoi 16n. “Sao ha tién si Dee, dwong nhw anh khong con cho
dung than ¢ San Francisco dau. Va mot khi FBI nhay vao, mdt va tén anh
sé duwgc toan nwdc MY biét téi. Thé roi anh sé di dau? Sé lam gi?”

“Song sot thoi,” ngwai bat tr tra 16i. “Bao lau nay anh van thé,”

Josh dang di doc dwong Green Street thi chgt nhin thdy mét thanh nién
deo mot cai ba 10 nang né ditng & cau tau s6 15 bén trai cau. Co6 cai gi do
khong binh thwong & anh ta. Josh nhiu mat va tdp trung nhin — dot nhién
cau thdy mot luong khoi xanh mo nhat chdy ra tir ngwdi d6. Cau quan sat
khuén mat xanh xao dang doi theo ho r6i ngudi dan 6ng cam dién thoai 1én
goi. “Chuing ta bi theo doi r6i,” cau ndi ngay.

Tién si ti nguwdi vao ctra kinh boc den va nhin ra dwong. “Ba bi,” ong ta
noi cut lan.

Virginia viton ngudi ra nhin. “Thuc ra phai goi 1a Ong Ti,” cd néi. “va
chinh xac chiing d3 nhan ra ching ta. Ong Tui hau nhue khéng gay nguy
hiém gi, nhung ho cé tam nhin con dang sg hon nhitng sinh vat khac.”

Josh c6 thé nhan ra ba Ong Tiii ditng canh cau tau 9. Cau dang nghi ho
sé giong nhu... cau cling khéng chac cau mong chd diéu gi, nhung ho trong
cling giong nhitng thanh nién binh thwong, mac quan bo, do phong, di giay

thé thao da mon dé va deo trén Iwng mot chiéc ba 16 phong to va cii vet.

“T6i thay ho r6i,” Dee kho s@ noi.
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May Ong Tti quan sét chiéc xe khi né di qua. Ho dong thoi ap dién thoai
lén miéng. Mot nguoi dat van trugt xuéng via hé va dudi theo chiéc xe,
lang lach qua dong xe dong duc.

“Toi doan la ho dang dat bay chiing ta,” Virginia néi nhé.

Peén tin hiéu chuyén mau Josh nhan ga phéng sang duwong Broadway. Lai
c6 thém mdt nhom thanh nién nita ditng ¢ Cau tau s6 5 va mot nhém nita
xa hon & ditng ngoai Cang San Francisco canh Cau tau s6 1. M6t nhom an
mac dac biét ngoi trén nhitng chiéc xe dap tw ché phéng trén dudng, vuot
den tin hiéu va theo du6i chiéc xe.

“T6i chwa bao gio thdy c6 nhiéu sinh vat nay ¢ cuing mot noi nhu thé.
Tién cong thué ho khong hé ré; td6i phan van khéng biét ho lam viéc cho

T

dl.

MGt trong nhitng tén di xe dap da dudi kip chiéc xe va tiép tuc theo dudi.
Trong cau thanh nién dé giong nhitng tay di xe dap binh thudng — 4o phong
sang mau, mii bao hiém, kinh bdo vé mau den — trtr c6 cai ba 16 trén lung.
Jos diéu chinh gwong chiéu hdu dé theo doi cau kia. “Trong tui cdu ta c6 gi
thé?” cau haéi.

Dare cwoi cay dang. “Tin t6i di, cau khong muon biét dau.”

John Dee ngo6i quay lwng lai khi tén di xe dap c6 chup hinh bang dién
thoai.

Josh nam chat 1ay vo6 lang, sg rang cau sé dam vao tay kia va khién han
nga lon vong trén duong.

“Ho con khong quan tdm chuyén ching ta biét ho da tim thdy ching ta,”
Dare néi. “Ho phai rat tw tin rang da bat dwgc ching ta.” Co ta dat cay sdo
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1én moi va thoi 1én mot giai diéu vugt qua ngwong nghe ctia con nguoi.

Bénh trurdc va sau cta chiéc xe dap n6 thanh titng manh va nguai 1ai thi
ban sang bén kia duwong. Chiéc xe dam sam vao mdt goc co khién chiéc xe
bién dang.

Virginia Dare ngoi lai vao chiéc ghé da va cuwoi 16n. “Anh dang bi san
lung r6i do Tién si. San lung, va anh khong c6 ché nao & noi nay hay bat ci
Vuong quoc bong téi nao dé dung than dau. Gio anh lam gi nao?”

Dee van im lang mot lic 1au. “Vi sao chi, t6i sé tré thanh thg san.”

“San ai ha Tién si Dee.”

“Cac Elder.”

“Anh da dinh dung Coatlicue va anh da that bai,” Dare nhac nhé han ta.

Pubi xe bong sdc 1én mui lru huynh hoi thoi. “Hai nguwoi co biét dong
vat nguy hiém nhat la con gi khong?” dét nhién han ta hoi.

bé dap lai cau héi ky la do, Josh nhun vai noi. “Gau bac cyc a? Hay
nguoi soi?”

“Té gidc 4?”

“Tat ca nhitng con gi dang bi bay,” Dee dwa ra cau tra 10i don gian.
“Nhitng con dong vat dé dau con gi dé mat.”

Nguwoi phu nit thd dai. “Em nghi em khong nén dén noi anh sap dua
chung ta tdi.”
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“0, anh lai nghi em sé& thich né 1dm,” Dee nhe nhang néi. “Virginia, anh
htta cho em ca thé gi6i nay...nhung anh dinh cho em tht 16n hon. O lai véi
anh, chién dau cung anh, cho anh mwon sitfc manh cia em, va anh sé cho e
tat cd nhitng Vwong quéc béng to6i dang ton tai. Anh sé cho em nhitng gi
em muon.”

“Em nghi anh da dé nghi v6i em thé r6i.”

“Nghi di, Virginia,” ong ta néi ngay. “khéng chi thé gidi nay, ma c6 thé
la hai, ba hodc nhiéu hon nita. Em c6 thé xay dung dé ché cta riéng em.
Em lu6n mu6n thé, ding khong?”

Dare nhin thay Josh qua guwong. “DUdng pho dang lam cau ta dién 1én
kia,” c6 ta buon buon noi.

“Va cau nita, Josh. O bén ta, cho ta dong dién vang cua cau, ta sé cho cau
trdi dat nay, Vuong quoc bong tdi nay, dé cau tri vi. Va ta hita v6i cau rang
ta sé cho cau quyén nang gi cau muon. Cau — Josh Newman — c6 thé tr@
thanh cttu tinh cua trai dat nay.”

Y twéng kinh khing d6 khién Josh nin thé. Méi mét tuan trwdc, cau sé
néi rang n6 nuc cwdi, nhung gio... Cau cé thé cdm thiy nhitng trang cta
cu6n Codex dang néng dan lén trén da cau, va dot nhién y twéng dé khong
con bat kha thi nita. Trj vi thé giéi. Cau cuwoi rung 1én. “Toi nghi c6 Dare
néi dung: 6ng dién roi.”

“Khong phdi dién dau. Than kinh ddy. Lan dau tién trong cudc doi dai
dang dac cua t6i toi c6 thé nhin nhan moi viéc rd rang, qua rd rang. T6i lam
n6 bdc ca doi roi, 1a nd boc cho nit hoang va dat nwédc, cho cac Elders va
Thé hé K& tiép. Toi da lam theo nhitng ménh 1énh ctia loai ngwdi va nhitng
nguoi bat tr. Gio t6i lic toi lam cha nhan.”
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Josh nhin thang vé phia tre6c khong néi gi. Cau da 1ai xe qua duwong toa
nha Ferry Building. Thap dong ho chi mwoi mét gio ba muoi. Cudi cung
cau cling noéi. “Cac nguoi dinh di dau?” cau hoi, da day bong quan lai.
Tham chi khi héi cau dé, nhitng trang codex van dang néng lén trén da cau,
dap nhip ting nhip nhw nhip tim.

“T6i dinh str dung sttc manh ctia cuon Codex dé tiéu diét cac Elder.”

“Tiéu diét ho 4?” Josh thdy da day minh that lai. “Nhuwng 6ng n6i ching
ta can ho co ma.”

“Chung ta can quyén nang cta ho,” Dee n6i nhanh. “dé stra chita va t6n
tao thé gidi. Nhung néu ching ta ¢ quyén nang dé thi sao? Néu chiing ta
c6 thé lam moi thit ho lam? Ching ta sé khong can ho nita. Ching ta sé tr@

thanh cac vi than.”

“Anh dang néi vé viéc huy diét cac Elder,” Virginia binh tinh néi, mat
nhin thang vao mat Dee.

‘(B[jng.,J
“Tat ca?” co hoi giong hoai nghi.
“Tat ca.”

Nguwoi phu nit cwdi, sung swéng. “Sau anh c6 thé cé y dinh do chi, Tién
si? Ho dang an nap trong hang ngan cac Vuong quoc Bong t6i.”

Mui luong dién ctia Dee bao quanh han nhw ndm. “Gi¢ ho & d6. Nhung
da c6 luc ho ¢ cing mot cho, va khong cé quyén nang nhw gio.”

Dare lac dau boi roi. “Lic nao? Bao gio?”
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Josh dot nhién biét cau tra 1oi.

“Muoi ngan nam tredc,: cau nhe nhang ndi. “¢ Danu Talis”
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CHUONG MUOI MOT

Elder mot mét di qua mot thé gidi bing kim loai. Ong biét ring tiing c6
s song ¢ Vuwong qudc bong t6i nay, nhung khong con c6 thé nhan ra gi &
day nita.

Cat den van xoan va hinh thanh nhitng hoa van ky bi dugi chan 6ng ta,
nhitng con cat lung lay va bay vé khia tridc khi 6ng di qua. Nhitng bong
béng thiy ngan noéi lén tr mat ho 1ap lanh sang bac. Khi ching vo ra,
nhitng giot nhé bay vé phia hinh dang ran chac kia. Khong c6 bau troi, chi
c6 mai nha bang kim loai trén cao dwgc bao pht bdi nhitng anh sang nhiéu
mau sac. Pa tirng c6 mot nguén nang lwong & trung tam mai nha, nhwng da
1au roi.

Odin khong biét ai tao ra Vuong qudc béng t6i kim loai nay. Ong tin
birng day tirng la mot thé gidi song dong, va ong biét né phai rat qun trong
— no luc tao ra né la khong twdng twgng dwge, virgt trén quyén nang c6 han
ctia ong. Thé ma né con khong c6 néi mot cai tén.

Vi Elder tréo 1én mot doi cat den thap va quay lung lai nhin toan canh.
Hang loat cac dung cat den két thic & dwong chan trgi do. Van cé khong
khi, nhung khong c6 gio lam bay ao choang den xam cta ong. Hang thién
nién ky troeéc, mot trong nhitng no bdc loai ngwdi cua 6ng da giét mot con
rong Archon xau xi va tang cho 6ng chiéc do choang lam tir da sinh vat dé.
Mau ty nhién ctia n6 la xanh dwong, nhung n6 da déi mau tuy theo moi
trrong xung quanh, va theo mirc nguy hiém.

Tam ao choang da tré nén citng nhw sat va nang de lén vai ong.
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“Ai d6 do?” Odin goi. Phong canh kim loai nay khién giong ong vang
vong khdp mién cat, dap lén tran va titng ngéc nganh nhitng hon da kim
loai. Ban tay trai caa vi Elder cam chat cay quyén truong, thit con sét lai
cua cay Yggdrasill nguyen thuy, da trtng moc @ trung tam Danu Talis.

Odin dwa cay quyén truong 1én trwdc mat trdi. MAt phai cia 6ng dugc
che bang mot manh da da bac mau; 6ng da doi n6 véi Archon Mimer cach
day rat lau dé c6é dwoc kho kién thitc v6 tan, va 6ng chwa bao gio an han vi
quyét dinh d6. Ngon Itta d6 nhw méau bap bung ¢ dau cady quyén trugng.
Bén trong ngon Itta la nhitng sinh vat con ton tai trvdc khi cac Chua Dat
sinh song, nhitng sinh vat nh6 bé cta pha 1€ va xwong, ctia gom va ki tin.

Odin nhin ngon Itta va dé cho mot chit luong dién ctia 6ng chady vao cay
quyén tregng Yggdrasill. M6t luong khoi xam van xoan khéi cay giy va
khong khi sac mui dau caa kim loai bi bién mat thay vao do la sy trong lanh
cla tang ozone.

Thé gidi duge dinh hinh, nhitng mau sac xuat hién theo — va trong mot
lic ngan ngui — Odin nhin thdy Vwong quoc Béng t6i da tirng 1a: mot viung
tru pha cé cay, noi nhitng kim loai dinh hinh va dvgc dinh hinh ca vung
dat, tao nén nhitng ky quan dep tuyét voi. Con mat con tinh anh cta vi
Elder hdp hay va hinh anh nhoe di va dé 16 ra thé gigi ctia ngay nay... va
sinh vat dang lén theo ong.

N6 truon di trén tay va chan. N6 giong hinh dang phu nit, lun va béo lan.
Madi téc nhon day mau den bén thanh hai bim day & hai bén dau. Khuén
madt va canh tay tran cé dau hiéu bénh, vdi nhitng dom den trang. N6 ngiing

dau 1én va hit khéng khi nhw mot con thu.

“Ta c6 thé nhin thdy nguoi,” Odin ndi.
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Sinh vat ditng 1én, x6a bo két gidi xung quanh va tap tach budc vé phia
vi Elder. Co ta da tirng rat xinh dep nhung gio khong nhu thé nita. Nhitng
dwong nét trén khuon mat gid giong cho, véi hai rang nanh dai & dwdi moi.
Po6i mat thut 1ti han trong xwong so, tir d6 chdy ra mot chdy 1éng mau den
c6 mui khé chiu trén mat. Thi thoang né thut tho lwdi dé danh hoi khong
khi. Ké ti khi 6ng biét c6 ta, c6 ta van an mac nhw vay: 4o choang ngan
bang da xam, hgp vai chiéc quan da va doi bot cao co dé day.

Odin dé y thay trong khi cat dwdi chan 6ng hinh thanh nhitng duong
tron mo mao, dat dudi chan co6 ta lai 6 hinh tia chgp. Cat dwong nhw cé xu
hwéng tién vé phia 6ng nhwng lai tranh xa sinh vat kia. “Co mudn gi?” ong
goi.

Miéng sinh vat ctr dong, nhung phai mat mot luc tr nglt mGi dugc hinh
thanh, nhw thé ¢6 ta khong biét cach néi. “T6i mudn cai 6ng mudn,” co ta
néi lam bam. Co6 ta 1é chan vé phia 6ng va suyt nga xuéng nén cat den dang
chuyén dong.

Odin lac dau. “Khong.”

Sinh vat c6 tréo 1én trén dun cat nhung dau goi co ta khong thé cong lai
khién co ta ngd bé chitng vé phia trwdc. Odin biét rang cling mot 10i
nguyeén twong tw da 1dy di sac dep cling nhw 1ay di cac co bap trén chan, va
gig hau nhu chi con da boc xwong, dé gay va hau nhw khong mang noi
trong lwgng co thé co. Co ta lai bo cham cham va dau dén 1én doi tién tdi vi
Elder. “T6i mu6n cai 6ng mudn,” co ta nhac lai. “Cong bang cho thé gidi
da chét cta toi. Tra thu cho nhitng cai da chét.”

Odin lai lac dau. “Khong.”

Sinh vat nam trén cat va ngéc dau nhin 1én. “Han da huy hoai vwong
quoc bong t6i ctia chiing ta. Han da c6 tha Coatlicue,” c6 ta néi va thé doc.
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“Co6 nhitng ké khac dang san dudi han ta. Khi Isis va Osiris tuyén an han la
utlaga, ho da trao phan thwéng 16n cho ai tém dwgc han. Nhitng Vuong
quoc bong t6i. Sy bat tir. NHitng kho bau va tri thitc khong thé dong dém
no6i cho nguwdi bat séng han.” Sinh vat c6 ding trén chan minh nhuwng khong
dwgc va co ta lai ngd xuéng. “Nhung ong va té6i khong muon mang han ra
vong cong ly. Cudc tranh dau cta ching ta vGi nguwoi bat tir do 1a van dé ca
nhan. Ong ta di giét ngwoi chiing ta yéu thwong... va ching ta sé& bao thu.”

Odin thwong tiéc sinh vat kia va chia cdy truvgng ra. Co ta tém 14y né,
nhitng ngén tay méong den xin nam 14y cay g6 co xwa. Luong dién cta c6 ta
16e mau do nhw mau va trong mét nhip dap Odin da thay lai hinh anh ngay
Xlra cta c6 ta: cao, tao nha, rat xinh dep, d6i mat mau bau trdi ban sang va
mai téc nhu nhitng ddm may lic bao. Ro6i hinh anh nhoa di, dé lai hinh anh
sinh vat dang ditng im, x4u xi trwdc ong. Odin d& co ta ditng 1én va ngoi
canh 6ng. Du da di bot cao nhung c6 ta cling chi ditng t6i nguc ong.

“Isis va Orisis da t6i — ca hai ngwoi — va hita sé tra lai t6i sac dep néu toi
dan dwong cho ho tim ra han.”

“Sao ho lai hoi c6?”

“Ho biét ti da gui Torbalan — Ong Tiii — theo d&u hin.”

“C0 noi vai ho cai gi?”

“T6i noi téi khong biét chac han ¢ dau?”

“Néi doi a?”

“Khong noi toan bo sy that,” c6 noéi. “t6i khong muon ho la nhitng nguoi

dau tién tim ra han.”
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“V1i han sé duoc xét xit.”

Sinh vat gat dau. “Chi c6 nhw thé. Néu ho c6 han, han sé nam ngoai tam
vOi cua toi.”

“Hinh nhw ca hai ching ta déu muén tra thu.”
“T6i thich noi 1a doi lai cong bang hon.”

“Cong bang. T6i ct thay nhot nhat khi ¢6 thot ra tir d6 d6.” Odin dat tay
dwdi cam c6 ta va nang lén. “Chau thé nao, Hel?”

“Ttrc gian, cha a. Con chu?”

“Cling t@c gian,” ong hudng tng.

“Chau c6 thé gitap chi,” Hel noi.

“Cach nao?”

Sinh vat gio chiéc di dong 1én dwa tridc mat vi Elder. Trén man hinh la

hinh anh chiéc xe den. Khuén mat Tién si John Dee kh6 nhin rd qua 16p
kinh den. “Chéu biét Dee dang & dau. Chau c6 thé dwa cha tGi do.”
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CHUONG MUOI HAI

“Em khong muon anh noéi gi lam di em that vong,” Sophie noéi khi ho téi
gan goc duong Sacramento & Pacific Heights — nha di Agnes.

“Anh sé khong noi gi,” Niten hia.

“NEu em c6 thé vao nha va ldy quan 4o ma khéng bi di phat hién 1a t6t
nhat, nhung ma ba thwong ¢ phong khach treéc nha xem TV hodc nhin ra
dwong x4,” co noi tiép. Mat c6 dé lung va thd khong ra hoi trén duong tw
Coit Tower t6i day. “Thé nén em c6 thé sé phdi giGi thiéu anh véi ba ay.
Néu di ay van nhg a, em sé bao anh la ban em.”

“Cam on,” Niten 1am bam, khuén mat khéng biéu cam.

“Sau do, khi anh néi chuyén vdi di, e sé 1én 1én tang thay quan do. Em sé
mang vai bo do ctia Josh cho anh, du c6 1€ ching hoi to hon chat.”

“Anh rat cdm on,” Niten n6i. Anh gio c6 4o véc den hong 1én miii va hit
hit can than. “Anh c¢6 mui khéi va mui ma thuat c6 xwa. Em cling thé, em
gai a,” anh ndi thém. “Em nén di tam nita.”

Ma Sophie tng do. “Anh n6i em c6 mui ha?”

“Em s¢ la thé.” Anh nham mat nghiéng dau lai va hit m6t hoi sau.
“Nhung khong chi c6 mui luéng dién trong khong khi. N6i véi anh em c6
thé ngwri thdy gi?” anh hoi.

Sophie hit mot hoi that sdu vao phéi. “Em c6 thé ngti mui khéi trong

quan 4o em,” cd néi. “Mui mudi trong khong khi... mui chat thai oto,” co
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ding lai, r6i n6i. “Co mui gi khac nita co.” C6 hit thém mot hoi nwa va
nhin nhitng khu veon xung quanh. “Cé 1€ 1a mui hoa héong.”

“Khong phéi hoa hong,” Niten noi.

“Nhung quen 1am,” c6 néi. “THE mui gi?”

“Hoa nhai,”

“Pung la hoa nhai. Nhung sao lai ¢c6 mui hoa nhai nhi?”
“P6 la mui cua ma thuat c6 xwa. Tsagaglalal dang yéu di.”

Co gai khong nhan thitc duge la minh dang run rdy. Co khoanh tay
quanh nguwoi va quay sang nhin Niten. “Ba ay la ai? Ba dy la gi? Mai lan
em cO tiép can véi ky c cia Ba phu thay déu khong cé gi.. ké cd mot
manh.”

“Tsagaglalal 1a mét bi an.” Niten thtra nhan. “Cé dy khong phai Elder
hay Thé hé K& tiép, khong phai nguwoi bat t* ma cling khong han la ngudi,
khong gia nhv Vua Gilgamesh. Aoife titng n6i v6i anh rang Tsagaglal biét
moi thit va da & trén Vuwong quoc béng t6i nay tir hoi khai thiy dé quan sat
va cho doi.”

“Cho doi cai gi, quan sét céi gi?” Sophie nhan manh. C6 ¢6 mot lan nita
goi lai tri nhG cta Ba phu thay vé Tsagaglalal. Nhung khong dugc gi.

Niten nhun vai. “Khé néi lam. Cé nhitng sinh vat khong suy nghi nhw
con nguoi. Tsagaglalal va mot s6 khac da ting & trén trai dat nay trong
hang thién nién ky da chitng kién cac nén van minh thinh roi suy. Thé thi vi
sao ho can quan tam t6i doi song loai nguwdi? Chiung ta — loai ngudi —
khong co6 nghia ly gi vGi ho.”
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Ho tiép tuc di xudng dwong Scott Street va Sophie lai hit mot hoi lan
nita. Mui hoa nhai dwong nhu con manh hon.

“Nguoi bat tir thay doi cach con ngwdi suy nghi,” Niten noéi, va c6 dot
nhién nhan ra rang anh ay it khi bat dau néi trudc. “Khdng chi vé ban than
ho, ma con vé thé gidi xung quanh ho. Anh biét s6ng hang tram nam la nhw
thé nao, anh da chitng kién anh hwéng cta diéu dé trén anh...va anh khong
thé khong tw hdi né sé anh hwdéng ra sao doi vdi nhitng nguwdi song hang
ngan, chuc ngan nam.”

“Em trai em va em da gap Vua Gilgamesh ¢ Luan Don. Nicholas noi ong
ay la ngwoi gia nhat hanh tinh nay.” Nhitng cdm xtc ua vé khi 6ng nhg vé
Nha vua. C6 chua titng thwong tiéc ai trong doi.

Niten liéc nhin sang c6 gai, mot chit biéu cam xuat hién trén khuén mat.
“Em da gap Nguoi co dai song lau do roi ha? Mot vinh hanh hiém c6. Anh
da ditng sanh vai chién dau cing 6ng ay. Ong ay la mot chién binh phi
thuong.”

“Ong 4y dién loan va c6 don,” Sophie néi, dong day nuwéc mit.

“U.”

“Anh la nguoi bat tit, Niten. Anh c6 hoi han khong?”

Niten nhin di, mdt khong cam xuc.

“EM xin 16i,” Sophie n6i nhanh. “Em khong dinh thoc mach.”

“Em khong can xin 16i. Anh dang suy nghi vé cau hoi cia em. Anh nghi
vé dieu d6 hang ngay trong doi,” anh thita nhan v6i mdt nu cuoi
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buon.”Pung 1a anh hdi han vi nhitng gi bat t& bat anh trd gia: co hoi gianh
cho gia dinh, ban bé va cad quéc gia. Anh tré thanh mot nguwdi c6 don, mot
nguwoi ngoai, moét lang khach — dau thue sw, anh da tirng nhw thé trwde khi
trd thanh nguwoi bat ti¢. Nhung song lau cling gitp anh chitng kién nhiéu
diéu ky diéu,” anh n6i thém, va day la lan dau tién Sophie thdy Kiém si c6
vé song dong. “Anh da thdy qué nhiéu nhitng thit ky didu. BOi ngudi qua
ngan khong thé trdi qua nhitng thit ma thé giéi nay danh cho ho. Anh da
tham moi ngdéc ngach cua moi chau luc trén hanh tinh nay va kham pha
nhitng Vwong quoc béng t6i khac ca nhitng cai dang sg va nhitng cai dang
nguong mo. Anh cling hoc duwgce nhiéu. Bat tr la mot mén qua con hon ca
s twdng twong. Néu em dwgc tang: hdy nhan né. Nhitng lgi ich cia no
vuot xa nhitng bat 1gi.” Anh dot nhién ding lai. Co6 thé day la cudc néi
chuyén dai nha Sophie va anh cé.

“Scathach bao véi em bat tit [a mét 10i nguyén.”

“Bat ttr 1a cach em nghi vé n6,” Niten néi. “Mot 16i nguyén hoac mot 10i
chic phic - w, c6 thé la ca hai. Nhung néu em diing cdm va to mo thi khong
mon qua nao tuyét hon dau.”

“Em sé nhé néu co6 ai d6 dé nghi tang n6 cho em,” ¢6 noi.
“Va tat nhién cling phu thudc xem ai la nguwoi tang nita chi!”

Sophie hit mét hoi sau khi c6 nhin thdy ng6i nha go trang cua di c6 & goc
ré. Co sé noi gi vdi Di Agnes day? Dau tién c6 da bién mat; gio c6 trd veefl
nhung em trai thi di mat. Agnes c6 thé gia lao, nhung ba khéng ngoc: ba da
biét cdp sinh d6i ludn ké ké bén nhau. It khi tim dwgc ngudi ndy ma khong
c6 nguoi kia. Sophie biét c6 phai can than. Moi diéu c6 n6i véi di Agnes c6
thé dugc truyén dat thang lai v&i bo me cd. Va cd sé giai thich chuyén cta
Josh thé nao? Co khong biét cu ta ¢ dau. Lan cudi cung c6 thdy cau, cau
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da khong con la cau em cung I6n 1én véi ¢6. Cau van giong Josh, nhung doi
mat cdu, da tirng la tdim guwong soi doi mat co, lai gidbng mot nguwdi xa la.

C6 nudt kho khan va chép mat dé xua di nwdc mat. Co sé tim ra cau. Co
phdi tim ra cau.

Sophie thdy tdm tham lwdi tran khi buwéc téi bac tam cap va biét di dang
nhin minh. C6 li€c nhin Niten va anh gat dau nhe. Anh ciing nin thdy nhitng
ctr dong. “Du em ndi gi cling ndi don gian thoi,” anh khuyen.

Ctra m@ va di Agnes xuat hién, mot ngwoi nho bé, gay go va xuwong xau,
v&i dau goi ca lac va nhitng ngoén tay xung vu vi chitng viém khép. Khuodn
madt ba goc canh, cam nhon, xwong go ma thang khién mat ba sau hoam.
Mai t6c xam chdi gon vé dang sau va bui sau dau. N6 kéo da mat ba cang
ra.

“Sophie,” nguwdi phu nit nhe nhang néi. Ba reén ngwoi 1én va nheo mat
nhin. “Em trai chau dau?”

“0, cau ay dang t6i ma di.” Sophie vira néi vira buéc 1én bac thang dan
vao ctra chinh. Khi té&i bac caao nhat, c6 viron ngwoi va hén vao ma di. “Di
thé nao a?”

“Poi chau vé nha,” ba 1do noi, c6 vé mét moi.

Sophie cam thay t6i 16i. Du di cda cap song sinh khién ho dién 1én, ho
déu biét ba tot bung. “Di a, con mudn di gap ban con. Pay la...”

“Miyamoto Musashi,” Di Agnes noi, c6 chiit thay doi am sac trong giong

néi, tram hon, nghe giong mot cau ra Iénh. “Ching ta lai gap lai nhau ré6i
Kiém si.”
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Sophie vira di qua di bwéc vao hanh lang t6i tam, nhwng khi nghe nhitng
tir nglt la lung ctia ba ldo, c6 ding lai va di xung quanh. Di vira néi tiéng
Nhat! Va bang cach nao do di biét tén Niten — tén that ay. Sophie chua tirng
gidi thiéu anh! C6 géi chép mat: mot luéng khoi mo nhat dang thoat ra tw
nguwofi ba ldo. Va dot nhién mui hoa nhai manh len.

Hoa nhai...
Cac ky tc tu hop lai.

Nhitng ky trc ddng s¢ va den téi: héa hoan va lii lut, bau troi day khoi
den bién day xdc tau.

Con Aoife bong t6i dang nghi dau roi?” Agnes néi tiép, chuyén tir tiéng
Nhat vé tiéng Anh.

Ky tic cua nhitng toa thdp pha Ié, tr6i néi trén bién dang séi stng suc.
Nhirng vét nuet dai xudt hién trén bé mdt toa thdp, roi lién ngay Idp tirc.
Chdp loe xung quanh toa thdp. Va nguoi phu nit, chay mdi, chay mdi lén

nhirng bdc thang khéng biét ddu la diém dirng.

Sophie thay thé gi¢i dang ddo 10n xung quanh c6. C6 vuon tay ra cham
vao twong va nhan ra luéng dién bac dang lap lanh trén da thit c6.

Hoa nhai...

Ky trc cia mét phu nir quy tridc birc tuong vang, dang 6m mét cudn
sdch bia kim loai, ddng sau cé thé gidi va thanh tirng manh kinh va lira .

Niten buwdc 1én tredc Agnes va cui thap nguoi. “Pi vao Vwong quéc
béng t6i v&i Archon Coatlicue, thwra ba.” Anh néi.
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“Ta ti€c cho Archon do,” Di Agnes n6i nhe nhang.
Va dot nhién Sophie nhé ra vi sao mui hoa nhai lai quen thudc dén thé.
P06 la mui nwéc hoa yéu thich ctia di. Va do cling la mui hwong cua

Tsagaglalal, Giam quan.

Va gio thé gidi xung quanh chuyén thanh mau den.
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CHUONG MUOI BA

O bo bién Péng Bic ddo Danu Talis, mot thap cao khong twdng, thanh
manh khong ngo nang lén t dwdi bién. D6 chinh la thanh phé Murias.
Thanh ph6é d6 ¢6 cwa nhung thap do6 con hon thanh phd ca thién nién ky.
Khi cac Elder vi dai tao ra hon ddo Danu Talis bang cach nang day bién 1én
nh@ vao nhitng Phép thuat co ban, toa thap bang kinh nay va phan con lai
cta thanh pho ctia cac Chua Pat da nam & do. Hau hét cac thanh pho c6 dai
chi con lai nhitng manh kinh v& va vang vun, bang chitng cta tran chién
kinh khting gitta cdc Chuda dat v6i cac Archon va cac Elder Vi dai thoi khai
thuy.

Nhuwng toa thap pha Ién d6 van & do, khong bi dong cham hay anh hwéng
bagi nhiét do da lam néng chay nhitng toa nha xung quanh. N6 trd thanh
mot diém. Binh thwdng n6 la mét dinh nti nhung khi thay triéu 1én cao n6
trd thanh ddo. Ngon thap pha Ién trang cé thé chuyén mau theo thoi tiét va
thay triéu, t* mau xam dam téi xanh dam, t* mau trang cua nui tuyét téi
mau xanh cta bang cwe. Khi nhitng dgt thiy triéu x6 séng vao bitc twong
phang, nwdc bién sui 1én va bi dun néng, vi thé toa thap c6 hoi boc 1én du
ban than da lam twong mat lanh. Budi toi, toa thap lap loe anh sang lan tinh
mau chita chua, sang lén tirng dot theo nhip dap cham cham nhw cta mot
trai tim vi dai, téa ra nhitng tia sang — do va tim — nhw mot sgi chi. Trong
nhitng thang mua dong, khi nhitng con mwa da phu trang Pai Bang trén
Dinh ctia Thé gidi va phi tring Murias, ngon thap van ditng nguyén khong
bi dong dén.

Cac Elder va cac Elder vi dai song tai Murias vira s¢ hai vira nguwdng mo
toa thap. Du ai xay dung toa thap, ho cling la nhitng Chu nhan cuaa Phép
thuat co ban, va hau nhw khong cé gi cé thé nam ngoai quyén nang cua ho.
Ho biét rang ho song & mot thé gidi co xwa, mot thé gidi cod dai, va nhitng
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phan ctia bi mat xa xwa van con nam yén trong bong t6i. Qua nhiéu thé hé,
nhitng Elder Vi dai va cac Elder t&i sau ho da chién dau véi cac Archon va
danh bai ho, da x6a s6 nhitng Chuda dat xau xi cudi cung. Quyén nang cua
cac Elder — hoa hop ctia khoa hoc va nang lwgng luong dién — da gidp ho
dau nhw khong thé bi ton thwong. Nhung dén ho ciling s¢ toa thap. Truyén
thuyét goi hon ddo dé la Tor Ri. Theo ngon ngit ¢6 cia Danu Talis tir dé co
nghia la “Toa thap cia Nha Vua,” — nhung khong c6 vi vua nao séng & do.

Toa thap pha lé do la ngdi nha ctia Nha thong thai Abraham.

Chiéc binh t6c dé mac bo gidp sang loang loang choang buwdc qua canh
ctra nho hep va vuwon nguwdi ra phia trwdc, tay chéng hong, thd doc.
“Abraham, nhitng bac thang nay giét t6i mat,” ong thd hon hén. “Cit nhw
thé ching dai vo tan va ludn ludn khién tdi khong thd néi. MOt ngdy nao
do toi sé tinh xem c6 bao nhiéu bac.”

“Hai tram bon muwoi tdm,” mot ngwdi dan ong cao va géc canh ding &
giita phong lo dang néi. Ong dang tap trung vao qua dia cAu mau xanh
trang dang xoay quanh 6ng trong khong khi.

“T6i nghi c6 nhiéu hon co. T6i luén thdy nhw thé minh leo hang nam
troi.”

Abraham nira quay lai, anh sang tir qua dia cau dang quay hat anh sang
lén nita mat bén phdai cia 6ng, khién 16p da trang ctia 6ng c6 mau xanh
bénh tat. “Anh da di vao va ra it nhat ca td cac Vuong quoc bong t6i trén
duong tGi day ma, Prometheus. Tai sao anh lai nghi t6i da bdo anh khong
bao gio dugc nan lai @ mot bac thang?” ong noi théem kem mot nu cuwoi tinh
khon. “Anh c6 tin gi cho t6i a?” Nha thong thai Abraham quay ca nguoi doi
dién vGi ngudi chién binh cao 16n.
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Prometheus ditng thang nguoi, ky luat cia ngwoi chién binh cho ong biét
rang khi 6ng nhin vao Nha thong thai, khu6n mat 6ng khong biéu cam gi.
Truwdc khi 6ng noéi, qua dia cau xanh troi xuéng va bay thang vé phia 6ng, &
gitta hai nguoi.

“Anh nhin thay gi ha anh ban gia?”

Prometheus chép mat va tap trung vao qua cau. “Thé gidi...,” ong dgm
10i, r6i nhiu may. “Nhung cé gi dé6 khong diung. Cé qua nhiéu nuwdc,” dng
cham rai néi khi theo ddi khéi cau xoay van. Ong nhan ra qué hwong minh
khi 6ng nhin thay cac luc dia hinh thanh. “Khoéng con Danu Talis nita.”

Abraham duwa ban tay deo gang kim loai ra va chi ngoén tay tré vao qua
cau: n6 nd6 nhw bong béng. “Danu Talis khong con,” 6ng dong tinh. “Pay la
thé gidi khong giong nhu no sé thé, nhung nhw n6 co thé thé.”

“Gan khong?” Prometheus hoi.
“Gan thoi.”

Prometheus nhin thang vao Nha thong thai Abraham. Tt truéc khi gap
ong ta, vi Elder da nghe nhitng huyén thoai va mot bac hién triét lang bat,
nguoi dugc truyén tung la khong phai Elder cting chang phai Archon nhung
gia hon ca hai, tham chi con hon ca Chda Pat. Nguoi ta néi rang 6ng song
tir thoi Khéi thiy, nhung Abraham chwa bao gio néi vé tudi cia minh. Chi
gai ctia Prometheus, Zephaniah, da n6i vGi ong rang lich st ctia moi loai
déu noi tédi mot hién triét, mot hoc gia thong thai, ngwoi da mang nhitng
kién thitc va tri khén téi cho nhitng con ngudi tir thoi xa xwa cua lich str.
Co rét it miéu ta vé nha hién triét...nhwn rat nhiéu cau chuyén ké vé mot
nguoi co thé 1a Nha thong thai Abraham.
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Nha théng théai c6 mai téc mau vang nhat, mat xam, da xam di ching t6
ong t6i tt vung dat phia bac xa x6i, nhung 6ng cao hon nhitng nguwoi Mién
Bac rat nhiéu, va dac diém trén khuon mat 6ng dep hon, véi go ma cao, va
d6i mat hoi xéch. Nhitng ngén tay ctia 6ng thi dai khac thwong.

Trong nhitng thap ky gan day, Suv thay doi da bat dau tdc dong lén
Abraham.

Prometheus biét rang c6 nhitng diéu twong tw doi vdi cac Elder Vi dai —
thé nén cé thé Abraham thudc giong loai d6 — nhung vi con rét it nguoi
trong s6 ho song sét va khong ai xuat hién cong khai, nén khong ai biét s
thue nhw thé nao. Zephaniah ting gidi thich v&i 6ng rang khi nhitng Elder
V1 dai c6 thé cye ky gia, mot can bénh hodc dot bién gi do, tham chi c6 thé
la tai cau truc, bat dau xdy ra trén DNA cua ho.

Céac Elder Vi dai thay doi. Va cac Thay doi lai khac nhau.

C6 vai nguwoi chuyén hoa hoan toan thanh quai vat, moc 16ng va rang
nanh; mot s6 khac tr¢ thanh nhitng sinh vat lai moc canh hodc vay trén
nguoi. Mot so lun di, trong khi s6 khac cao 16n d6 s6. Rat nhiéu nguwoi phat
dien.

Abraham dang dan dan chuyén héa thanh mot bic twgng my miéu.
Nguon dién vang cua ong khong con toa sang trén ngudi 6ng nita. N6 dong
vay trén da thit 6ng, khéac 1én minh 6ng, bién da thit 6ng thanh kim loai.
Phia mat trai ti tran t&i can va tir miii tGi tai da bién thanh m6t mat na vang
cttng. Chi c6 con mat cta 6ng la khong bi dong tdi du phan long trang da
chuyén sang mau nghé tay nhat v6i nhitng sgi chi vang xoan van vao mong
mat mau xam. Ham rang trén va dwéi bén ntra trdi khuén mat 6ng bién
thanh vang con tay trai nhu thé deo gang tay vang, du Prometheus biét do6
thue ra la 16p da cua ong.
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Prometheus chot nhan ra Abraham dang nhin minh chdm chim. Ong
cuwdi nhéch méi. “Hom qua anh thay t6i r6i ddy,” Nha thong thai cham rai
néi. “Toi khong thay doi gi ca.”

Vi Elder gat dau, ma 6ng dang chuyén sang cung mau vdi toc.

Qua trinh bién do6i vira kinh khiing ma vira dep. Va du Abraham khong
néi gi nhung ca 6ng va Prometheus déu biét n6 sé két thic ra sao: Thay doi
sé khién nha Thong thai thanh mot pho twgng song, khong thé noéi hay cw
dong, du dau 6c 6ng van hoat dong. Prometheus chwa tirng hoi nhung 6ng
nghi ngd rang Abraham biét chinh xac minh con bao nhiéu thai gian.

“Noi cho t6i c6 gi mGi nao,” Abraham noi.

“Tin khong t6t,” Prometheus canh bao. Ong nhin thdy sy dau dén trén
nét mat Nha thong thai nhung van tiép tuc néi tiép. “Nhitng nguoi la da
xuat hién — nhung 0ng néi — trén ngon doi phia nam thanh phd. Nhung
nhitng anpu da don 16ng ho. Ho bi bat va dwa t&i kim ty thap. Toéi khong
biét gio ho & dau, nhung t6i doan ho & nguc that bén dwdi toa an dé ché.”

“Vay la chung ta da lac mat ho va ching ta di tong.” Abraham quay di.
Ong gio ca hai tay 1én va mot lan nita qua cau xanh lai xuét hién trong
khong khi. Nhitng cum may trang bao quanh khéi cau, litng 1o trdi trén
vung dat mau xanh va nau. Gitta khoi cau la Danu Talis.”

“Gio0 sao r6i?” Prometheus hoi.
Abraham gio ca hai tay, bang kim loai va boc da 1én t&i gan thé gidi dang
tr6i noi. ROi 6ng ndm chéat 1dy. Nhitng hat bui mau xanh va tring, xanh lo

va nau bién thanh nhitng hat cat trén tay 6ng. Ong quay qua vi Elder, 4&nh
sang tat han tren nita mat kim loai hoa caa 6ng. “Gid thé gidi két thic.”
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CHUONG MUOI BON

“Po la Nereus,” Niccolo Machiavelli n6i nhanh véi Billy the Kid. Tay
trdi 6ng ta dat nhe trén vai chang trai tré, nhung nhitng ngén tay bau chat
1én c6 cdu ta. Moi lan Billy dinh mé miéng néi gi, Machiavelli nam chat
lay budc cau ta cam hong. “Billy, D6 la 6ng gia cua Bién cd, mot trong
nhitng Elder quyén niang nhat.” Ong ta giam ap luc trén c6 ngwdi My bat i
trong mot luc.

“ t6i rat vui dugc biét ong,” Billy cau cé.

Anh séng tring sang Machiavelli tao ra van chiéu sang dudng ham. N6
chiéu t6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng to bé véi mau téc day dai tdi vai va bo rau xoan
tit. Co vét bong trén tran ndu sam cda 6ng ta, c6 vai vét twong ty trén nguc
va vai. Ao chén khong tay ctia 6ng pht day tao bién cing rong réu trén
nguc, tay trai 6ng cam mot cay ba chia. Ong tién 1én va anh sang tring 1ap
loe chiéu sang ntta dwdi nguwdi 6ng. Machiavelli thay Billy hit mot hoi vi
choang va mot 1an nita ngén tay ong ta nam chat 1dy c6 ngudi My dé tranh
hin m& miéng nhan xét linh tinh. Ong gia cta Bién ca chi c6 nita trén giong
nguoi; nira dudi la nhitng chiéc chan bach tudc bén dudi.

“That han hanh dwgc gap ong,” Michavelli rao don.

“Va anh 1a ngudi Y bat tr,” giong cia Nereus giong nhv mot bong nuéc
bi v& ra. “Nguoi dugce ho goi la Nguwoi tao ra cac Vi vua.”

Machiavelli cii ngudi. “T6i da 1au khong nghe thdy cai tén hiéu d6 r6i.”

“Pdy la cach cht nhan anh goi anh,” 6ng gia ctia Bién ca ndi tiép.
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“Chu nhan t6i that 1a hao phong,” ngwoi bat tir n6i khong ngwong mom.

“Cha nhan cua anh rdt nguy hiém. Va khong hai long véi anh. Tuy
nhién, t6i khong quan tam. Nhiém vu cua ta la ho trg anh, Nguoi tao ra Vua
a. Anh muon gi?”

“Toi tGi day dé tha Ii quai vat vao San Francisco. Chi dan cua t6i la
tredc hét tha loai lwdng cu vao vinh. Ho noéi véi téi la 6ng hodc cac ¢d con
gai cua ong sé dan ching vao thanh pho.

Giong noéi cua Nereus nghe w6t at va nhdp nhap. “Anh biét cach danh
thirc chung chwa.”

Michavelli gio tdm anh mau d6é phan giai cao 1én. “Chu nhan t6i giti cho
toi cai nay. T Kim ty thap Unas.”

Nereus gat dau. Ba cai chan cua 6ng ta gio 1én trong khong khi va vay
tredc mit ngudi Y. “Pua ta xem.”

Machiavelli buéc lui lai khoi tam v6i cua vi Elder.
“Anh khong tin t6i phai khong, ngudi bat tir?” Nereus gam ghe.

Machiavelli quay tdm &nh ra trwdc mat sinh vat. “T6i khéng mudén bitc
anh bi w6t,” dng giai thich. “T6i da tin bang mdy in mau. Néu bi w6t thi
muc sé nhoe. Va t6i khong mudn lam chia nhan t6i that vong thém chiit nao
nita hét.”

“Gilt n6 dé cho ta xem.” Nereus nhoai nguwdi ra nhiu mat nhin. R6i, mot
cach ludng Iy, 6ng ta cho tay vao tii do va lay ra mot chiéc tii nhya trong
su6t. Bén trong tui 1a mot hop dung kinh. Nerus m@ né ra va lay ra mot
chiéc kinh ntra vang trang deo trén song miii va nhin bitrc dnh thém lan nita.
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“Vwong quoc ¢o,” ong ta thi tham, réi gat dau. “Pay la nhitng Phat ngon.
Nguoi Y &, anh can phai can than: nhitng cau dé chita quyén ning vi dai.
Anh muon tha con gi trudc?”

Machiavelli tha Billy ra va ldy trong tti ra mdt tap gidy. “Cha nhan cua
toi cling dwa cho t6i ban hwéng dan,” 6ng noi, mé to gidy ra dé 16 hang
dong nhitng cham chdm, phay.

“O day c6 thiy quai khong?” Billy nhanh nhau héi. “Ching ta c6 tha
thay quai khong?” Nereus va Machiavelli quay lai nhin anh chang nguoi
My. “Lam sao thé?” anh ta hoi, hét nhin ngwdi nay roi ngwoi kia. Anh quay
qua Machiavelli. “Lam sao?”

D6i mét ngudi Y anh 1én tia nhin canh béo.

“Chung ta khong c6 thuy qudi,” Nereus no6i. “Ngoai ra, néu ta c6 thiay
qudi di chang nita, chiing chi 16n thé nay,” 6ng ta dung ngon cai va ngén tré
dé so ra khoang cach 1 inch.

“Toi c@ nght 1a no6 16n hon co.”

“Nhitng than thoai ctia nguwdi di bién. Va cau biét day nhitng thuy tha la
nhitng tay néi déi té hai.”

“Thé 6ng c6 nhitng gi?” Machiavelli hoi. “T6i mudn céi gi d6 an twgng.
Toi nghi ching ta nén bat dau vdi cai gi do6 phé trwong, cai gi do gay an

twong vaGi ca thanh pho, céi gi do thu hat dwgc sy chid y cta ho.”

Nereus can nhac mot lat r6i mim cwoi, dé 16 ra ham rang xau xi. “T6i c6
con Lotan.”

Machiavelli va Billy nhin 6ng ta khong hiéu.
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“Lotan ay,” Nereus noi.

Ca hai ngudi bat tir lac dau. “Toi khong biét day la gi,” Machiavelli thtra
nhan.

“N6 khong khién t6i thdy sg,” Billy ndi.
“N6é la con rong bién bdy dau ay.”
Machiavelli gat dau. “Co6 1é dugc day.”

“Chac chan n6 sé thu hit dugc sy chid y ddy chit,” Billy lam bam.
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CHUONG MUOI LAM

“Chung ta dang bi theo duoi,” Josh ndi.

John Dee va Virginia Dare quay lai nhin qua ctta kinh sau. Nam tay cua
ro dang dap nhanh sau ho, lang lach danh vong & dwdi cau Oakland Bay.
“T6i khong nghi 1a xe dap dwgc di 1én cau,” Dee néi, cham vao thanh guwom
dwai chan.

“Sao anh khong ra dé ma néi voi chung di,” Virginia Dare goi y.

“c6 hai tén phi xe may dang tién tdi rat nhanh, bén phai va bén trai.”
Josh néi. Trong nhitng thoi diém khac cau sé rat s¢g hai nhwng tuan roi da
lam thay d6i cau. Pa khién cau manh mé va ty tin. Va cau c6 thé ty bao vé
minh, cau nghi, khi nhin xuéng nhitng thanh kiém da trén san xe bén canh
cau.

“Co thé ching chang la gi..” Dee dgm 10i.

“Chung deo ba 10,” Josh noi them.

“Ong Tii,” Dare t tin noi.

Josh liéc nhin ca hai bén gwong va tim dap ron 1én. NH{tng tay lai mo to
dau doi mii bao hiém den dé dang nhin thdy dugc tir hai hwéng. Ching &

ngay sau chung ta.”

“Cau nen tap trung lai xe di,” Dee noi. “Virginia va toi sé lo chuyén
nay.”
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“Pang truedc dang un tac,” Josh déu déu nodi, quan sat nhitng dén pha l6e
1én tir phia chan cau. Cau van binh tinh va tu chu.

Dee nhoai ngudi ra gitta hai ghé. R6i han ta chi sang bén trai. “bi theo
dwong Treasure Island di. Khong can xi nhan.”

Josh quay vo lang va chiéc xe nang né xoay tron giita hai lan duwong. Ga
lai mo t6 bén trai nhan phanh sau dé lai mot dong khdi bui dai phia sau.
Chiéc xe do ra khién ga 1ai xe lan dung xuéng dat. Hang xe dai phai dirng
lai.

“Hay lam,” Virginia néi. “Lai xe lau r6i ha?”

“Khong lau tGi thé,” — Josh cudi toe toét. — “nhwng tdi da phai thyc hanh
nhiéu trong sudt tuan qua.” Poan dudng ngoan sang trai va Josh trao nuwéc
mat do di tir trong béng ram ctia cdy cau ra ngoai anh sang ruc rd. R6i dot
nhién ca khoang trdi cia Vinh San Francisco va thanh phé mé réng truéc
madt. Tw xa, phia treGc mat cau, chinh gitta vinh chinh la hon dao Alcatraz.

“Virginia. Ten lai xe ¢ bén phia co kia!” Josh goi.

Nguwdi phu nit nhan nut ha ctra sé xuéng. Ga lai xe con lai dang tang toc
theo kip chiéc limo va dang c6 lay trong ba 16 céi gi d6é ra bang tay phai
trng khi tay trai diéu khién xe. “Xin chao,” c6 ta néi. Bén trong xe nhdy 1én
lubng sang xanh am ap va mui go cay xwong tran ngap khong khi. Virginia
X0a ngon cai va ngons tro, qua gwong Josh thdy mot qua cau xanh xuat
hién. C6 ta ném qud cau vao ga lai mo to.

“Trat ro6i!” Dee quat. “Pay, dé toi...”

“Binh tinh nao Tién si, binh tinh,” Virginia noi.
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Cao su banh xe trwedc dot ngot chay thanh nhya den. Nan hoa gay con
banh xe long ra va yén xe bay tit sang bén kia dwong, phudc banh truéce dap
thang xuéng nén dwong. Sau do chiéc xe dap xuong dai phan cach thap doc
bd vinh. Ga 1ai xe bay khéi xe va bién mat khong mot tiéng dong.

“Ludn ludn khon khéo, Virginia,” Dee dap.

Josh dap chan ga va phéng trén dwong Treasure Island. Pang sau ho xe
cd un tac lai vi nhitng tai xe da bo xe lai va chay di gitp ngudi 14i mo to.
Josh di cham lai kh con dwong huéng thang dén hon ddo. Cau c6 thé nhin
thdy mot bén du thuyén & bén tay phéi. Qua khoe mat cau nhin thdy mot vat
chuyén dong khi di qua dwong Macalla va khong can suy nghi, cau dap ga.
Chiéc xe do 1én phia trudc, khién Virginia va Dee phai ngoi lai vao ghé.
“MAy ga lai xe quay lai r6i,” Josh n6i. Mac du tim cau dang dap thum thup
nhuwng cau khong hé sg Cau nhan ra minh da tw minh vach ra ké hoach tron
thoat. Cau lam mot bai tinh nhanh. “Cé nhiéu day.”

M4y tay cua ro xuat hién & bén kia duwong va dap nhanh theo chiéc xe.
Ca tam tén deo kinh va mii bao hiém khi dong Iyc lam cho ho trong ho
giong nhu sau bo.

“moi viéc cang lic cang mét moi,” Dee 1am bam. “Lai xe di. R€ vao cau
lac bd du thuyén ay. Téi c6 y kién nay.” Han quay qua nhin Virginia. “Co

c6 thé can duong ching khong?” han chi ngén cai vé nhitng tay cua ro.

Virginia nhin han khinh miét. “T6i c6 thé chan ding cd mot doi quan ay
chit. Hay anh quén r6i?”

“Anh nghi la em chwa bao gio lam anh quén,” han thé dai ro6i nhét ngén
tay vao tai.
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Virginia ha ctra kinh xuéng mot nita r6i dat cay sdo 1én mép tam kinh, hit
mot hoi sau, nham mat lai va nhe nhang théi séo.

Am thanh that quyén ril.

Josh cam thay n6 lan truyén vao tan xwong tiy. Giong nhw ludi khoan
cta nha si...nhwng té hon, rat rat nhiéu. Rang va xwong go ma cta cau dau é
am, va cau con cadm thdy am thanh lan vao tan trong mang nhi. Nguo6n dién
vang kim cua cdu l6e 1én xung quanh dau dé ty vé, va trong mot tich tac
quanh dau cau hinh thanh mét chiéc mii try. Am thanh d6t ngdt gidam cudng
do va Josh c® mé& r6i lai ngdm miéng dé thw gian quai ham moi nhtr. T6c
do hinh thanh bo giap that dang kinh ngac va cau con khong y thirc dugc
viéc triéu hoi n6. Cau dudi nhitng ngén tay dang deo gang. Diéu nay c6 am
chi rang cau dang hinh thanh va kiém soat luong dién dé dang hon khong?

Mot con hai du xuat hién. N6 bay Ién tir mat nwdc, dap thang vao kinh
chan gio, va trong mot tich tac Josh nghi né sé lam v& 16p kinh. Nhung dén
phtt cudi, n6 lai lwgn 1én va dau trén dau tay cua ro thi nhat. Chiéc xe
chong chanh nhw dién vi ga lai xe dang c6 dudi con chim bay ra khéi dau
ga

Lai con thi¢ hai r6i con thit ba va ca bau trdi kin nhitng canh chim trang.
Chuing tdn cong nhitng tay lai xe, i xuéng dau chiing, dau trén ching. Tay
thit nhat nga xuéng dwong va tén thit hai nga de 1én. Tén thit ba va thi tw
chong chat 1én ching. NHitng tén con lai phanh xe va quay lai, vO vong xua
di dan chim dang lwgn tron va kéu am 1.

Virginia 6n dinh lai ch6 ngo6i va dat cay sdo vao long roi kéo civa s6 lén.
“Hai long roi chit?” c6 ta hoi Dee.

Dee tha ngon tay ra khoi tai. “Don gidan ma hiéu qua, nhuw moi khi.”
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Qua kinh chiéu hau. Josh quanh sat ca bay hai au I6n lao vao dam hon
don nguoi va xe trén dwong. NHitng con chim mé vao nhitng tén nga xe.
Mot tén thao mii bao hiém ra va ném vao chiing, tén khac thao ca yén xe
nhung tén nao tén ndy déu dinh day phan chim tir dau téi chan. Giao théng
trén duwong Treasure Island roi vao ach tac, hau nhw cac tai xé déu cam dién
thoai hodc may anh trén tay ghi lai canh twgng ky la nay.

“T6i ca la canh nay sé dwoc dang trén YouTube ngay day,” Josh lam
bam. “Trong ba 16 ctia ching c6 gi thé?” cau lai hoi.

“T6i da ndi r6i,” Virginia mim cwoi. “Cau khong muon biét dau!”

“Thuece sy thi, toi mudn day,” Josh cy nu.

“Ré ¢ cho nay,” Dee ra lénh, chi sang bén phai. “Tim cho do xe di.”

Josh quay xe vao Clipper Cove Way va do xe vao cho trong giita hai
chiéc xe thé thao dat tién. Cau dirng xe lai va quay qua nhin hai ngudi bat
t. “Gio thi sao?”

Dee mé& ctta buéc ra. ROi han chui lai vao trong vé 1ay hai thanh kiém
da, nhét vao hai bén swon. “Chtng ta di,” han noi.

Ca Josh lan Virginia déu ding yén. “T6i khong di chirng nao t6i biét
ching ta lam gi ¢ day,” Virginia quat.

Phap su chui lai vao trong xe. “Nhu em da chi ra thi ching ta dang bi ket
lai San Francisco. Va gio ching ta mac ket & trén duwong Treasure Island.
Pay la duwong doc dao dé t6i va ra khoi hon ddo ma ching ta thi bi theo
ddi.” Ong ta quay ra nhin dan hai au khéng 16 van dang lugn vong quanh
dam cua ro that tran. “Chuing ta can c6 mot chién lwgc...”
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“Mot con thuyén,” Josh néi ngay.

Dee nhin cau ngac nhién. “DUng, chinh x4c. Chiing ta s& thué néu c6
thé, trom néu chung ta phai lam thé. Khi c6 ai tdi day thi ching ta da cao
chay xa bay r6i.”

“T@i dau?” Virginia hoi.

Dee xoa tay la nhau phan chan. “Noi cudi cung ho tim chiing ta,”

“Alcatraz,” Josh dap.
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CHUONG MUOI SAU

Pay la mot gidc mo.

Khong hon gi m6t gidc mong qua séng dong. Va gio gidac mo do la gi
nao!

Sophie Newman nam trén giwong va nhin Ién tran nha quen thuéc. Cach
day kha lau, m6t ngudi nao dé — c6 thé la me co, mot hoa si la thwong — da
son tran bang mau danh duwong dam. Nhitng ngdi sao bac hinh thanh nén
chom Pai Hung va chom Thg san, va mgt mat trang khuyét treo lo lttng doi
dién givong co. Mat trang dugc son mau lan tinh, va n6 tda ra anh sang mo
a0 moi dém c¢6 ngu lai nha di. Phong cua Josh, & bén canh, la hoan toan trai
nguoc: phong dugc son mau tréng sao v6éi mot mat troi 16n @ chinh gitra
tran nha. Sophie khong thich gi hon viéc dugc ngu khi nhin 1én tran nha
nha nay, nhin theo cac chom sao. Thudng thi co bé sé twdng twgng minh roi
vao cac ngoi sao, va c6 mo dugc bay. Co dac biét thich nhitng gidc mo dé.

Sophie duoi thang ngwdi va phan van khong biét may gio réi. Can phong
to6i nhw n6 thuwong thé sau binh minh, nhuwng bau khong khi yén ang, khong
giong vdi sau khi thanh pho song day. Mat c¢6 rdi khoi tran nha: khong c6
ddu hiéu cta anh sang ban ngay trén twong. Thyc ra, can phong c6 vé am
dam nhu thé dau gio chiéu. Co6 nga t6i mudn thé co 4? C6 da mo mot giac
mo dién ro. Co khong thé dgi dé ké cho Josh nghe.

Sophie 1dn qua va thdy di Agnes va Perenelle Flamel dang ngoi bén kia
giwrong quan sat c6. Va dot nhién co bé cam thdy da day quan that: day

khong phai mét gidc mo.

“Con tinh r6i,” Di Agnes néi.
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Sophie nhiu mat nhin di. Trong ba van vay nhung gio c6 gai biét ba
khong phdi mot con ngwoi binh thwong.

“Chuing ta dang lo lang cho chau,” Agnes n6i. “Day di r6i tam rita va
mac quan ao vao. Chung ta sé dgi chau trong bép.”

“Chung ta can n6i vé nhiéu chuyén,” Perenelle n6i thém.
“Josh...” Sophie dgm 10i.

“Co biét,” Perry nhe nhang n6i. “ Nhung chiing ta sé tim lai cau ay ve.
Co htta day.”

Sophie ngoi trén giwvong, chan chéng cam con khuén mat thi vui trong
hai l1ong ban tay. “Mot giay trudc chau con nghi day la mo.” Co hit sau mot
cach run rdy. “Va chau dang dinh sang ké vé&i Josh va cau ay sé cuoi vao
mat chau, va roi ching chau sé thit nghi xem nhitng phan khac nhau cta
gidc mo dén tw dau, va sau dé...” Nhitng giot nwdc mat lan xuong, co bé c
sui sui khoc. “Nhung khong phai mo. N6 la mot con ac mong.”

Sau khi tdm rtta, thay quan 4o va cam thdy hoi kha hon, Sophie roi
phong di xuong bép. Co nghe thdy tiéng vong ra tir phong di & phia cudi
hanh lang.

Di co.

NHitng cau n6i khién c6 lanh nguoi.

Tw khi c0 con nhd dugc, gia dinh da t6i tham di Agnes. Cdp song sinh co

phong riéng ctia chiing trong nha, va phong ngu phia triéc danh cho bo me
ching. Josh va Sophie biét rang di Agnes that sy khong c6 quan hé mau mu
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v0i ching, du theo cach nao d6 ba c6 quan hé véi em gai hoac em ho ctia
ba ngoai ching. Nhung ching ludn goi ba la di: ké cd b6 me chiing ciing
goi ba 1ao la di Agnes.

Thé ba la ai? Ba la cdi gi?

Sophie da nhin thidy luong dién trang, ngri thdy mui hoa nhau, nghe thay
ba néi tiéng nhat véi Niten va goi anh ta bang tén that. Agnes la
Tsagaglalal, nguwdi khong phdi 1a Elder nhung gia hon Thé Hé Ké tiép. Ké
ca Zephaniah, Phu thuy Endor ciing biét rat it vé ba.

Dot nhién mot dong ky e tran vé

Mot toa thdp pha Ié téa sdng, nhitng con séng vo vao toa thdp ngay lap
tirc bién thanh hoi nuéc.

Mgt na bdng vang.
Cuébn Codex.

Ky ttc nhat di nhanh nhw khi n6 dén va dé lai cho c6 nhiéu cau héi hon
cau tra 10i. Nhitng gi c6 biét chac chan la nguwdi phu nit c6 16n 1én cung,
nguoi co tin la di Agnes thyc ra la Tsagaglalal, Giam Quan. Nhung cau hoi
khién c6 lanh gdy con do6: Co vira nhin thay ai? Va vi sao?

Sophie di xuéng hanh lang tién v4i phong di Agnes. C6 mat mot ltic mdi
nhan ra nhitng giong ndi tdi tir sau canh cra dang dong. Hai nguwoi dan ong
dang noi chuyén, chuyén dé dang tir tiéng Nhat sang tiéng Anh va chuyén
ngugc lai: Prometheus va Niten. C6 bi cac su kién lam cho 1d 1an nén viéc
Chta nhan cua Lira ¢ day cling chang khién c6 ngac nhién. Theo ban nang
Sophie biét ca hai ngudi dan 6ng déu y thitc dugc c6 dang & hanh lang. Co
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dat long ban tay 1én canh ctra trang dinh day vao, nhung thay vao doé co lai
nhe nhang hoi.

“Chau vao dugc khong?”
“Ct ty nhién,” Prometheus diu dang dap.
Sophie day ctra budc vao phong.

Du c0 da tdi ngoi nha nay hon muoi nam nay, Sophie chwa bao gio budc
vao trong phong ngt cta di. Ca ¢6 lan em trai ¢c6 déu luoén t0 mo vé no.
Canh ctra luon ludon khoéa, va c6 nhé c6 mot 1an c6 ¢6 nhin qua 16 khoa,
nhung chi thay cé cai gi treo dang sau ctta, che mat 16i vao. Josh tham chi
con thr tréo 1én cay dé nhin qua ctra s6 nhung canh cay bi gay. May la bui
hong cua di Aunes da do cho cau, du cau bi xwdc xat tir dau t6i chan. Di
Agnes khong néi gi khi lau rita vét thwong bang dung dich mau xanh c6
mui gat, du tui sinh doi biét ba da doan ra chiing c6 lam cai gi. Hom sau
mot tdm rém xuat hién ¢ ctra s6 phong ba.

Sophie luén nghi n6 sé mang phong cach thowiff ky Victoria, v4i nhitng
d6 g6 mau toi nang né, sé c6 mot dong ho tron 1én dat trén bé 1o swdi,
twong day nhitng birc anh khung go, chiéc giwong 1én, v6i nhitng chiéc goi
théu ren, ga givong dwdm da va chiéc chan bong xau xi.

Co bi choang vi sy gidn di ctia can phong. Mot chiéc giwvong don dugc
dat & chinh gitta can phong son trang. Khong cé bitc dnh nao ma chi cé hop
bang gb nham va danh bong loang treo trén twong dung nhitng tao tac cua
nguwoi xua. Sophie doan ddy la nhitng mén qua tir ba me c6 danh cho di
Agnes: dau gido, dong xu, do nit trang, hat cwdm va mat day chuyén xanh
hinh con bg hung. Th& duy nhdt c6 mau bén canh con bg hung la chiéc
gang tay treo trén ctta s6 dau giwvong. Trén twong la hai hinh luc giac dat
16ng vao nhau, gilr ding cho nhd day dang ten vang. Hai cac déu lam duogc
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lam bang da ma ndo den va vang, va bén trong vong luc giac trong la mot
mé cung mau xanh da ngoc luc bdo. Sophie doan rang khi mat tréi moc,
mat troi sé chiéu vao trong vat bat con mo nay va can phong sé song dong
vd&i mau ngii sac.

Gi0 can phong dang chim trong bong téi.

Niten va Prometheus dang ding hai bén chiéc giwvong nhé hep cta di
Agnes. Nam bat dong trén chiéc giwong phu ga trang la Nicholas Flamel.

Sophie thdy tim minh chung xu6ng. C6 dat tay lén miéng.

“Chu ay khong...”

Prometheus lac dau va c6 gai dot nhién nhan ra rang mai téc dé cua ong
da chuyén thanh bac trang chi trong vai gio dong ho ké tir lan cudi c6 gap
ong. Nudc mat khién déi mat xanh cta 6ng trd nén to 16n trén mat 6ng.

“Khong. Nhung chi la chwa thoi.”

“Nhung sé sém thoi,” Niten thi tham. Anh vuon tay ra ddt 1én tran Nha
gia kim. “Nicholas dang chét dan. Ong 4y s& khong qua néi hém nay dau.”
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CHUONG MUOI BAY

Isis va Osiris tay trong tay nhw bat ¢t mét doi tinh nhanh nao dang
thwédng ngoan canh t6i, hai nguwoi di doc theo Quai de Montebello trén bo
song Sein thanh phd Paris. Bén trai ho chinh la diém dén cta ho, nha tho
DPirc ba dang toa ra anh sang vang dm ap.

“Dep,” Isis noi, st dung ngon ngt¥ co trudc khi cac pha ra ong tri vi Ai
Cap.

“Quad dep,” Osiris gat dau, anh ltta nhw mot chat 16ng trén dau 6ng. Ong
ta thao chiéc kinh mat treo & c6 4o phong trang. Isis van deo kinh, va hai
hinh &nh thu nhé ctia nha tho dang phan chiéu trén chiéc kinh den.

Du gio da la muoi gio t6i nhung van con rat nhiéu du khach dang di
quanh cac danh lam néi tiéng — cé khi con nhiéu hon binh thuong. Nhitng
birc twong da bi pha hiy dau tuan roi da thu hat sy quan tdm cua giGi
truyén thong thé gidi. Mot vai ban bao cao da cho rang day la hanh dong
cta phe khung b6 hoac bon qua khich nao d6, mét s6 khac noi day la két
qua cta qua trinh am 1én toan cau va s6i mon axit, nhwng hau hét cac td bao
déu néu 1én mot cau chuyén don gian. Nhitng bitc twong dé da dwoc tac vao
toa nha hon sau tram nam trudc. Chi la van dé thoi gian tredce khi no 16 ra.

“Em thich Vuwong qudc Béng t6i nay,” Isis dot ngot noi. “Ludn ludn la
thé gidi em thich. EM rat thich dugc kiém soat né lan nita.”

“Sém thoi,” Osiris dong tinh. “Moi thit sé vé diing cho cua né.”
Isis nam lay tay chong dé nhan manh. “Anh c6 nhé lic ching ta lam ra

thé gidi nay khong?”
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“Chung ta a?” ong ta tréu choc.
“A thi thye ra 1a anh. Nhung em c6 gitip ma.” C6 thém vao.
“Em co lam”

“Pay khong phdi thé gidi dau tién cta ching ta, ding khéng?” c6 ta hoi,
hang 16ng may hoan hao ctia co ta nhiu lai nhw kiéu dang ¢6 nhd ra.

“Khong, Em khong nh¢ a... ching ta da tao ra hai...0, ching ta sé goi
ching 1a sai lam nhé?”

Isis gat dau. “Chung ta lam ra vai ban nhap va thiéu sét.”

“Hau hét déu thiéu sét. Khi Danu Talis sup dom ching ta khong biét vé
thit ma thuat dau doc trong khéng khi. Phai mat vai lan chiing ta méi nhan
ra n6 da lam 6 ué moi thit ching ta tao ra va chung ta phai doi vai thé khi
trede khi bt dau xay dung lai thé gidi.” Ong nhin vai. “Nhung sao ching
ta biét nhi?” Ong dirng lai dot nhdt nhin vao ba ldo véi cdy gdy tring dang
ngoi chén chiéc ghé sat ¢ géc via heé. Ba ta quay lung véi nha tho, doi mat
vdi dong song. “Sao ba ta téi day trwdc ching ta nhi?” 6ng ta thé hat. “Ha
ta van con trong ham mo véi Mars Ulthor khi chiing ta roi di ma.”

Ba lao gio tay trai 1én va, khong can quay dau, ra hiéu cho ho tdi.

“Sao ba ay biét ching ta ¢ day?” Isis thi tham. “Ba ta khong thé nhin
thay ching ta, ding khong?”

“Ai ma biét ba ta c6 thé lam gi,” Osiris thi tham. “Thwa lénh ba
Zephaniah,” 6ng ta n6i 16n khi tién t&i ghé bang.
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“Ngoi canh ta.” Zephaniah, Phu thiy x& Endor, chuyén cau don gian do6
thanh mot ménh 1énh.

Isis va Orisis trao doi mot céi li€c mat tredc khi ngoi xuéng hai bén ba

lao.

“Chong ba sé tham gia vGi ching ta chit, l1énh ba?” Orisis hoi va liéc
nhin xung quanh.

“Gio 6ng ay dang ban. Ong 4dy... dang bét kip vé6i thé gi6i,” ba néi kém
mot nu cwdi hai hwde. “Thé gidi da thay doi ké tir 1an cudi 6ng ay budc di
trén trai dat nay.”

“Va 6ng ay sao roi?” Isis hai.

“O, néu xét dén sy thr thach cta 6ng ay, ong ay van con tot 1dm. Tat
nhién la gian dit roi... Va khi moi thtt...” va vay tay trong khong khi va man
dém Paris bao trum mui khoi go. “Khi moi thit vui vé nay qua di, t6i nghi
t0i va ong dy sé c6 mot cudc tro chuyén kho khan. Tat nhién la néu ching
toi con song.” Ba Phu thuy im lang va nhin thang ra phia tredc, khuon mat
gidu sau chiéc kinh ram to qua kho. Ca hai tay ba dang dat trén chiéc ba
toong trang, ngay tredc mat ba.

“Sao ba lai triéu hoi chiing t6i?” Osiris cham rai héi. “Ba da khong noi
chuyén véi chiing t6i ca thién nién ky roi; ba khong thudc phe loai ngudai
hay phe ching t6i. Va dét nhién ba muén —khéng, yéu cau - gap ching
t0i.”

“O, cling tot thdi,” Zephaniah néi, chuyén sang ngdn ngit ¢6 cia Danu
Talis va 10 cau hoi di. “Da bao lau r6i ké tr khi ching ta cung ng6i néi
chuyén?”
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“Chuing ta chua bao gio noi chuyén,” Osiris n6i n@ mot nu cuoi khoe
ham rang trang bong. “Ba lubn ra 1énh, yéu cau va doi héi.”

“Ba doi xtr nhw thé chiing t6i 1a tré con,” Isis néi thém, cé chuit gian di
trong giong noi cua co ta.

“Cac nguoi dd la tré con. Abraham noéi dung. Cac nguwoi la nhitng dira tré
ngang nganh va cing ¢6.” Zephaniah hit mot hoi sau. “Nhung ta cho cho
rang dang 1€ ta nén...” ba dirng lai, c6 tim ti* cho ding.

“T6t bung hon?” Isis goi y.

“Thong cam hon chang?” Osiris noi them.

“T6i dang dinh no6i 1a citng ran hon.” Ba quay qua ngwoi phu nit téc den
ngan. “Co vé cé vai thir khong thay d6i.”

“Con vai thtt thi c6 day ba Zephaniah a,” Isis n6i. “Ba gia di, trong khi
chuing t6i con tré va manh mé.”

“Gia a?” Ba phu thay mim cwoi. “Nhin thi c6 thé 1a thé.” Trong mot gidy
ngan ngui, mot sy bién déi xdy ra trén toan bd co thé Phu thuy xt Endor, da
ba dot nhién trang, réi den, vang r6i ndu. Nguwoi phu nit dang ngoi trén ghé
dot ngot cao, thap, béo, gay, gia roi tré, roi trung nién. “Ta — nhw ta van thé
- 1a nhiéu thit. Du hai ngudi ¢ dau,” ba néi thém, giong danh lai. “van chi
ludn dang chap chitng thoi.”

“Va ba lu6n la ntt bao chaa...” Isis bat dau.

“P roi,” Osiris nat. “T4at ca chi la qua khit. Qua lau roi. “
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Ba Phu thuy gat dau. “Qua lau r6i. Nhitng gi lam da lam ro6i va khong thé
rat lai duge.” Nhitng ngon tay xung vu vi khdp cia ba nam chat 14y dau
gay trang. “Trw khi hai ngwdi dang c6 lam lai qué khit.”

Isis dinh mé& miéng n6i nhung Orisis lac dau.

“Dirng c6 chdi,” Zephaniah no6i. “T6i biét ké hoach cua hai ngudi ca
thién nién ky roi.” Ba vdi 1y chiéc kinh den, day xuéng dwdi miii r6i quay
qua nhin ti'ng nguwdi mot. PHu thuy xi¢ Endor khong cé mat thay vao fdo la
hai manh guong. “O, nhitng thit ta nhin thdy,” ba néi. “V6 s6 nhitng twong
lai, nhitng qué khit da c6 thé xay ra, nhitng hién tai khong thé dém dwgc.”

“Ba mudn gi ha Zephaniah?” Isis lanh lung héi.

Mot lan nita Phu thuy 16 cau tra 10i. “Pau tién t6i phan doi ké hoach cta
may nguoi va lam moi thi dé pha hoai né. T6i mudn Vuong quoc bong toi
nay duwgc yén on. Thé nén to6i da chon khong dinh liu téi may nguoi khi
mdy nguoi chién dau vai Thé Hé Ké Tiép. To6i cling khong dong cham gi
khi cac ngudi tao ra dong dat va li lut vi t6i biét cudi cung moi thit sé can
bang. Cac ngudi thang vai hiép, nhitng ké thu ctia cac ngwoi thang vai hiép
va nhitng trat tw cii sé dugc giltt nguyén.”

“Nhu thé trong ca thién nién ky,” Osiris noi.

Ba PHu thuy gat dau dong tinh. “Dén khi cac nguwdi tim ra Tién si John
Dee.

“M0ot tay sai dac Iyc. Xao quyét, hiéu biét, tham vong, t0 mo va rat, rat
manh,” Isis ndi ngay lap tic.

“Va gio thi nam ngoai tam kiém soat. Gio nhitng wu diém cda han — xao
quyét, hiéu biét, c6 tham vong, to mo va quyén nang — dang chong lai hai
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ngudi. «

“Chiing t6i dang dan trung 1ap han,” Isis ty tin n6i. “HAn sé& khong thoat
dwoc dau.”

“T6i gio han van thoat day chit,” Zephaniah tra 16i. “Cac ngwoi nén hanh
dong ngay khi biét han dinh triéu hoi Archon Coatlicue.”

Isis bat dau lac dau nhung Orisis néi. “Tat nhién r6i. CHung t6i dang ra
nén thé. Chung ta c6 dwgc Machiavelli ching ta sé c6 lap dwgc han.”

“Nhung gio hanh dong ctia han dang khong chi de doa thé gidi nay ma
tat ca cac Vuong quoc bong t6i khac.” Zephaniah dot ngdt ditng day va Isis
va Osiris cling ding len theo. “Di cung toi,” ba noi.

Ba gdp cdy gay lai va nhét vao trong tdi réi vong tay qua tay hai nguoi
kia. “DPtrng sg,” ba noi nhe, dap vao ban tay co bap san chac cuaa Osiris.

“Ba khong doa dugc toi dau ba gia,” Isis quat.

“O), toi nén thé day con géi. Puing 1a ta nén thé. Pua ta t6i nha tho va dé
ta ké cho hai ngudi nghe vé twong lai ta da nhin thay, twong lai ma khi
Coatlicue dugc tha ra, twong lai ma Archon dé chay khap cac Vwong quoc
bong t6i, khong dé lai gi ngoai tro bui. Twong lai ma ching ta khong con
nita. Khéng con cac Elder, Thé hé K& tiép, khong con. Va khi chiing ta tiéu
ting hét, ba ta bdt dau chuyén sang gidng nguoi. O, va ca hai ngudi thudc
nhitng nguwdi dau tién ra di do6 — va hai ngudi chét rat kinh khing,” ba noi
théem.

“con Dee ¢ dau trong tuong lai cua ba?” Osiris hoi.
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“An toan,” Zephaniah néi. “Han phong an thé gigi nayf khoi cac Vuwong
quoc Béng toi khac, st dung thanh kiém quyén nang dé huy diét canh cira
t6i Xibalba. HAn sé tri vi Vwong qudc Béng t6i nay nhw mot dé virong.”

“Va Dare, ké giét ngudi, & bén han ta a?” Isis hoi.
“Trong twong lai, co ta chét. Bi Dee phan boi, lam thitc an cho Archon.”
“P6 la twong lai c6 thé hay rat kha di?” Osiris can trong hoi.

“Khong phai ca hai. Cac sy kién ti€p noi nhau. Dong thdi gian da thay
do6i va chuyén sang chwong khac. Dee c6 ké hoach m@i, mot cai gi dé con
16n hon nhiéu.” Ba Phu thuy budc hai nguwdi dirng lai. “Poi chut.”

Ca ba dirng lai treéc nha tho theo kiéu Gothic va Zephaniah ngirng dau,
gan nhu thé ba c6 thé nhin thay toa nha. “Hmm, day la noi ho da danh
nhau...” Khuon mat ba quay sang tri r6i sang phai khi ba danh hoi khéng
khi. “Van con mui ma thuat.”

“Mui va ni,”
“Mui cam,” Osiris thém vao.

“Va mui bac ha ciua Flamel.” Zephaniah 1am bam. “cé mui hoi ctia Dee
va Machiavelli.”

Mot bao veé trong cé veé kiét stec di qua dam khach du lich dang dung lai
chup nhitng cho toa nha hw hong, c6 day ho ra ché khac dé phong da roi
xuong tiép. Anh ta di thang t&i cho ba nguai, hién gio dang ditng qua gan
16i ra vao. Ngay khi bdo vé tGi gan ho, ngudi dan ong troc dau quay qua
cuoi. Nguwoi bao vé ro rang la trang béch ra nhw thé nhin thady bong ma.
Anh ta bo di khong them nhin lai.
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“Pura ta vé lai cho ng6i,” Zephaniah ra Iénh.

Isis va Osiris quay lai va dwa Ba phu thay lai ché ghé bang. “Hai nguwoi
chua tirng thich Nha thong thai Abraham, ding khong?” Zephaniah hoi.

“Khong,” Isis dap luon.

Osiris nghi mot lic méi tra 16i. “To6i nghi ching ta déu sg 6ng ay,” cudi
cung Ong ta noi.

“T6i da lam viéc ong ay kha lau va t6i nghi t6i da hiéu 6ng ay hon hét
thdy moi nguwdi, nhung téi cling khong chac 6ng ay la gi. Nguwoi Co dai, co
thé; cling c6 thé 1a Archon. Tat nhién trong dong mau 6ng dy c6 dong mau
cac Elder vi dai. Prometheus va t6i da & bén ong ay khi Cudc bién doi dén
v6i co thé 6ng ay. T6i da quan sat 6ng ay lam viéc ca ngay lan dém khong
hé ngoi nghi dé tao ra cuon Codex.” Ba cudi nghe c6 vé dau dén va cay
dang. “Cac nguoi biét vi sao 6ng ay tao ra cudn Codex khong?”

“Lam noi ghi chép lai kién thitc ctia thé gidi a?” Osiris ndi.

“Cudn sach duwgc tao ra vi mot muc dich duy nhat . Abraham biét rang sé
dén ldac nay.”

“Lac nao?” Isis hoi.

“Khi cac nguwoi bé mac Dee, khi cac nguwdi tuyén an han la utlaga, cac
nguoi ta tao ra mot ké thu nguy hiém. Han dinh hay diét tat ca cac nguoi.”

“Bang cach nao?” Osiris hoi. “Dee c6 quyén nang, nhung khéng quyén
nang tGi thé.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Gio la thé. Han c6é cudn Codex. N6 chita day kién thitc cia nhan loai.
Va han cé Nguoén dién vang song sinh dé gitip han dich. Han dang tiép can
v&i nguon ma thuat co6 xwa nhat, chét nguwdi nhat. Dee dinh quay nguwgc qua
khit va huy diét cac Elder & Danu Talis.” Ba cuoi gan. “Han mu6n chac
rang tat ca chiing ta déu chét vao ngay hon ddo chim.”

Isis dinh cuwdi, am thanh cao va trong vat trong man dém. Khach du lich
quay lai nhin, cudi vi am thanh d6, nhung mat chéng ¢6 van lanh nhw da,
mat m@& 16n vi chodng vang. Cudi cung tiéng cwoi cta Isis chét trong im
lang. Osiris gat dau. “bung...ding, han c6 thé lam thé. Va quan trong hon
13,han sé lam thé.”

“Lam sao chuing ta chan dwgc han?” Isis hoi.

“Vay la cudi cung cac nguoi cling xin ta 16i khuyén?”

“Lam on di ma, Zephaniah,” Osiris nan ni.

Ba ldao vwon tay ra nam lay tay Osiris. “Cac ngudi nghi tai sao ta lai giai
thoat cho chéng ta khoi 16i nguyén?” Zephaniah can trong néi. “Cac nguoi
nghi tai sao ta giam 6ng dy ¢ d6? Ta can 6ng ay an toan va khoe manh cho
ngay nay.”

“Ba biét chuyén nay sé xdy ra?” Isis ngd vuc hai.

“Ta biét no6 co thé xdy ra,” Ba ha cap kinh xudng dé 16 hai manh guwong
trén khuon mat. “Ta danh do6i doi mat vi diéu do.”

“Gio Mars Ultor & dau?” Osiris hoi.

“T6i San Francisco dé giét Ts. John Dee.”
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CHUONG MUOI TAM

“ Cai nay khong giong lai xe.” Josh nghién rang va bam chat 1dy v6 lang
chiéc thuyén cao tdc nho ma Dee da thué & Bén du thuyén Treasure Island.
Mot con song nita lai dap vao con tau khién cau long tan 6c. Cau bi séc 1én
soc xudng trén chiéc ghé dém cao su.

“Nhanh hon, nhanh hon ntta!” Virginia Dare giuc, ph6t 10 di 161 phan
nan caa Josh. C6 dang ngoi & ghé lai phu bén canh co, mai téc dai tung bay
trong gio, nhitng hat nuwdc dong 1én mai toc. Khi co ta quay sang nhin Josh,
d6i mat xam cua anh birng sang niém vui khién cau ngac nhién — trong co
qua tré nhu thé cau dang nhin thay c6 & truong trung hoc cta cau.

“Khong,” John Dee cau nhau tir dudi thuyén. Phap sw nguwoi Anh dang
nam dai dang dubi thuyeén, trong xanh xao va dé6 mo hoi. Han ta bi say séng
ngay tir khi Josh bat dau lai thuyén tir ngoai bén du thuyén t6i khi gap con
song dau tién. “Cham lai di, cham lai di ma,” han ta kho sé néi.

Josh phai thira nhan la cau thay cé chit hai long vi minh dang chiém thé
chu dong. Cau nhin Virginia va ca hai cung cudi toe toét; roi Dare hat ham
vé phia b diéu chinh. Josh gat can diéu chinh 1én khién hai dong co chan
vit hoat dong, ban nudc 1én ngay canh dau Dee. Ho nghe thdy tiéng Phap
st lau bau kho chiu, va khi ho quay lai nhin han ho thay han dang nhin ho
cham cham va vuot mat.

“Khong vui dau. Khong vui ti nao ca. Chac chan la c6 dau tro, Virginia,”
Dee l6ng 16n quat.

“Em lai nghi mét chiit nwéc sé& giip anh tinh.” Co nhin Josh. “Ong ay
luén la mot thay thu t6i. B6 la mot trong nhitng 1y do 6ng ay 16 chuyén
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Armada ctia Tay Ban Nha. Va bung da 6ng ay lai luén nén nao.” Co ta néi
thém, “diéu dé khién mui hwong 6ng ta chon con dang ngac nhién hon.”

“T6i thich mui Iwu huynh,” Dee 1am bam noi tir dudi thuyeén.

“Poi da.” Josh quén mat Ong Phap su dang bénh trong gidy lat. “Ong
chon dwgc mui hwong a?” Pay la lan dau tién cau nghe vé diéu nay. Cau ty
héi khong hiéu minh c6 thé chuyén mui hwong ctia cau thanh mét cai gi dé
thd vi hon khong. “Ong c6 thé chon bat c¥ mui nao?”

“T4t nhién. O, trir nhitng mui ctia ludng dién vang va bac. Nhitng ludng
dién nay khong dugc Iwa chon mui vi: ti 1au r6i, ho ludén c6 mui giong
nhau.” C6 ta quay sang Dee, toc bay vao mat c6 khién mot it toc dinh &
kh6e miéng khi c6 ta néi. “Sao anh c6 thé thué dugc chiéc thuyén nay thé?”

“Anh nhe nhang héi ho,” 6ng ta tréu trao néi. “Khi anh muén anh c6 thé
néi rang rat thuyét phuc day.” Ong ta quay ngudi lai nhin Bén du thuyén
Treasure Island, noi mot 6ng lao doi mi lwdi trai trang dang ngoi trén cau
tau nhin mat nwéc. Roi, 6ng ta lac dau va bwdc trd lai cau lac bo du thuyén.

“Ching ta khong an cap thuyén, ding khong?” Josh héi, 1o rang la
khong vui vé gi véi y nghi do.

“Ching ta muon tam nd.” Dee nhéch mép cudi. “Ong ta ty nguyén dua
chia khoa cho ta.”

“Anh khong dung luong dién nita ddy chit?” Virginia canh céo héi. “N6
sé danh dong moi tha...”

“Pirng xem anh nhw thang ngu thé chit!” Dee titc gian ngat 1oi nhung roi
ong ta lai phai nam vat ra thuyén vi mot con ¢ chua lai t6i.
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Virginia cuwdi toe toét va nhay mat véi Josh. “Khi anh buén nén anh rat
kho noi giong ké ca, nhi?”

“Anh ghét em, Virginia Dare a,” Dee 1am bam.
“Em biét anh khong c6 y d6 that,” c6 cao giong noi.
“Anh c6 day,” han dap lai luon.

Virginia vo vai Josh va chi vé phia b bién bén trai. “Ci¢ & gan Treasure
Island. Ching ta sé di qua miii phia bac, ro6i sau do ching ta c6 thé nhin
thay Alcatraz do6i dién véi vinh.”

Trudc khi Josh trad 10i, mot dé chan séng khong 16 nhw mot bire twong
bang bé tong xudng hién ngay trivdc mat ho va cau danh banh lai sang phai.
. Nuwdc song vao va Phap su lan 1on trén san.

Virginia cuoi khung khuc.
“Cac nguoi quén la téi khong co khiéu hai hude ha,” Dee gam gu.

“Nhung em c6,” Virginia néi. Co quay qua Josh va chi thang trudc mat.
“ré trai di qua dé chan song, r6i lugn sang bén trai va di gan bo bién vao.
Nhung dirng gan qua,” co ta néi thém. “Cé da ngam dé. Pay la hon déao
nhan tao nén no ludn c6 nguy co bi tach roi. Téi da quan sat n6 dugc xay
dung vao nhitng nam 1930, ltic do no cao hon bay gio. Hon dao dang chim
dan. Tran dong dat tiép theo sé xé tan n6 thanh tirng manh.”

Josh liéc nhin bg bién day so6i da. Hau hét cac toa nha trong déu cé hoi

hwém cong nghiép, nhung rat nhiéu tda trong op ep. “Hinh nhuw né bi bé
hoang r6i. Con ai song & day nita khong?”
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“Co, sy that thi tdi ¢6 vai ngudi ban song & phia bén kia dao.”
“Anh khong nghi em c6 ban,” Dee rén ri.

“Khong giong anh, thwa Tién si, em la m0t ngwoi ban tét,” Dare noéi
khong thém quay lai r6i n6i tiép. “Hon ddo nay tirng la can cw hai quan cho
t@i cudi nhitng nam chin muoi. Sau dd, hang loat cac bo phim va mot vai
phim dai tap dugc quay tai day.”

“Sao no lai dugc goi la Treasure Island?” Josh hoi. “That sy c6 chau bau
¢ day a?” Pa c6 luc cau ta cwoi vi y twong doé, nhung lic nay cau da chuan
bi tinh than dé tin bat ky thi gi.

Tiéng cuwoi cia Virginia c6 strc lan truyén t6i nguwoi khac, va Josh thay
minh cang luc cang thich c6 nang hon.”’Khong, n6 dugc goi la Treasure
Island theo tén modt cuén sdch cung twa dé cua tadc gid Robert Louis
Stevenson. Stevenson song & San Francisco khodng mot nam trudc khi
sang tac cudn truyén.” Khi ho di vong quanh hon dao, Virginia ditng quay
lung véi n6. “Toi chac chan tén cda né chi 1a mot tro dua — day la mét hon
ddo dugc xay dung trén nhitng thit rac ruwdi thé ma lai dugc goi la Péao
Chau bau.” Co6 quay qua va chi mot mom da nho & gitta vinh. “Do la
Alcatraz. Pi thang tGi dé.”

Josh nhan nhé khi thuyén dam vao mot con s6ng khac. N6 troi 1én va trut
xuon véi tiéng dong rung nguwdi. “Toi chua tirng di xa tdi thé nay. To6i cling
chwa ting 14i thuyén treée day niva.”

“Cai gi ma chang c6 lan dau,” Virginia noi.

“T6i co chut lo 1ang,” cau thtra nhan.
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“Vi sao?” Virginia t0 mo hoéi. C6 ngoi lai chiéc ghé boc nhya va nhin
cau.

Cau trai tré dot nhién cam thay khong thodi mai vi cai nhin cta co. “0,”
cau thung thang néi. “thit gi cling c6 thé xdy ra. Tau c6 thé chim, hodc dong
co chét may, hodac...”

“Hodc gi?” co hoi. “Cau cé biét, theo kinh nghiém ban than, loai ngudoi
c6 qua nhiéu thoi gian dé ma lo lang nhitng thi chang bao gio xay ra.
Pung, thuyén cé thé chim...nhung c6 thé khong.. Pong co c6 thé
chét...nhuwng t6i nghi ngd kha nang d6. Chuing ta c6 thé bi sét danh, hoac...”

Ts. John Dee d6t nhién hét twéng 1én tir dudi thuyén. “Hodc bi nang tién
ca an thit,” 6ng néi voi. “T6i mdi nhd ra. Hon ddo nay nam trong vong béo
vé ctia Nereid.” Han ta ho vi xdu ho. “Va toi da chi thi cho ho khong dugc
cho cai gi tiép can hon dao trong vong nam muoi feet.”

Virginia quay nhin quanh. “c6 tién ca quanh dao co a?”

“Ong gia cta Bién ca ¢ Alcatraz, 6ng ta mang theo nhitng con Nereid
hoang da,” Dee néi. “T6i can néi chuyén véi Machiavelli! Ong ta can biét
la chung ta dang t6i.” HAn rit dién thoai ra nhung khi vira 16i dugce ra nuéc
da do vao n6. Khong ngirng lai, Dee bé dién thoai ra lay bin va cho vao tui
ao.

Josh nhin Virginia. “T6i khong hiéu 6ng ta néi cai gi.”

“Nereus, Ong gia Bién ca 1a mot Elder cyc ky xdu xa,” Virginia giai
thich. “Ong ta tir thit lung tré 1én giéng ngudi nhung dwéi lai 1 bach tudce.
Duéi day dai dwong la nha ctia 6ng ta. Phan 16n nhat ma veong qudc cia
ong ta giao vdi trai dat chinh la khu vire dwgc biét dwdi cai tén Tam giac
Quy Bermuda.”
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“Noi tat ca cac con tau bién mat a?” Josh hoi.

“Chinh dé. Bitc twong gitta hai thé gidi rat mong nén thinh thodng tau be
va may bay cutia thé gidi nay chui sang thé gidi kia, va thinh thoang vai quai
vat bién xau xa twr thé gidi cia 6ng ta qua Vuwong quoc Bong t6i Trai dat.
Nereid la nhitng con géi ctia 6ng ta.” Virginia mim cuwdi. “Ding dé ban than
bi mé hodc bdi nu cuwoi hay giong hat caa hg. Ho la dong vat an thit do.”

Dee nhanh choéng 1ap lai may va khai dong né 1én. Han chan ndn ném né
ra mot goc. “Khéng cé gi. Téi khong thé nao lién lac duge véi
Machiavelli.”

Virginia xoay cay sdo trén dau ngén tay. “Em khong hiéu sao anh lai qua
lo lang t6i thé. Em c6 thé dé dang dwa ching vao gidc ngu véi...”

Trudc khi o c6 thé noéi hét cau thi mét phu nit da xanh, téc xanh, dudi ca
chuoi 1én tir mat bién, chop lay cay sdo ctia c6 va mang né xudng nudc &
phia bén kia tau.

Tiéng hét ctia Virginia Dare that kinh khung. C6 ném chiéc 4o so mi &m
khoi va céi giay ra va lao xuong bién, bién mat trong lan nwdc khéng mot

veét tich.

“Tién si!” Josh hét qua tiéng dong ctia dong co. Cau gio tay trai ra chi va
cau hai long vi tay cau khong run qua.

Dee v0i vang tién tGi va nghiéng nguwdi qua lan can tau.
Xung quanh ho 13 hang ta dau phu ni, téc xanh nhw tao bién. CUng lic

ho m& miéng nhe nhitng chiéc rang nhw rang ca ho. Sau d6 ho ném minh
1én thuyén, tr6i 1én trut xudng trén mat bién nhw nhitng con cé heo.
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“Gio chung ta gap rac roi roi,” Dee néi. Rac roi rat rat nghiém trong.”
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CHUONG MUOI CHIN

Sophie Newman ditng & nha bép nhin vao san trong nha noi Perenelle
Flamel va Tsagaglalal dang ngoi canh nhau. Néu nhitng ngwoi binh thuong
quan sat, ho chi thdy hai nguwdi phu nit 16n tudi, mot cao gay nhung khée
manh, mot thap béo, ng6i canh nhau dwéi 6 uéng tra va nham nhap banh S6
c6 la. Nhung ho khong phéi nhitng quy ba thong thwdng: mot nguwoi xap xi
bdy tram tudi, con ngudi kia,... & Sophie nghi ba ta con hon tuéi doi cta
toan nhan loai.

Ca hai nguwoi déu dang nhin 6, va du ho dang ngo6i duwéi bong ram cua
cdy du, d6i mat ho dang phat sdng — xanh lo va xam — khién ho giéng nhuw
nhitng ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh.

Tsagaglal goi Sophie tir trong nha ra. “Téi day di con. Ngoi cung ching
ta. Ching ta dang doi con.” BA ta khong néi tiéng Anh nhung Sophie hiéu
va nhan ra dé la ngon ngit c6 xwa cua Danu Talis.Khi c6 ding canh, ba lao
nam lay tay co. “Chau khong dinh hén ngwoi di chau yéu quy a?” ba néi, da
chuyén sang tiéng Anh.

Sophie rut tay lai. C6 khong biét nguwdi phu nit nay la ai — hodc gid nhw
ba ta la phu ni* - nhung ba ta ro rang khong cé quan hé gi vdi co. “Ba
khong phai di t6i,” c6 lanh lung noi.

“Khong phai quan hé mau mu, nhung chau la gia dinh cua ta. Ludn luon
la nhu thé,” Tsagaglalal ndi, giong théu ndo. “luén ludén nhw thé. Ta da
cham soc chau va em trai chau tw khi cac chau chao doi.”

Sophie nu6t cuc nghen trong hong, ng6i xuéng nhwng khéng hon vao doéi

ma nhan nheo cua ba. C6 mot coc tra da va banh s6 c6 la chuan bi san cho
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c6. CO cam coc tra 1én thi dé y c6 miéng cam trong d6. Vi am khién c6 nhg
tGi Josh, va c6 thay bung c6 quan lai. Co dat n6é xudng khong uong lay mot
chit va day dia banh di. C6 cam thdy tuyét vong. Trong tuan roi, c6 da mat
di moi thi, ké ca em trai. Ké ca nhitng cai lién két c6 v6i qua khu — nhw di
c6 — cling bién mat. C6 cam thdy lac 16i va c6 don t6t cung.

“Chau khong doéi a?” Tsagaglalal hai.

“Sao ba c6 thé hoi t6i cau doé ch?” Noi tirc gidn ctia Sophie qua manh
liét. “Khong, to6i khong déi. T6i dang bénh roi day. Josh mat roi — va cau ay
ghét t6i. Toi nhin thiy diéu do trong anh mat cau ay.”

Hai ngudi phu nit nhin nhau.

Sophie quay qua Perenelle. “Va Nicholas dang hap héi & trén tang. Sao
co6 khong & trén dé véi chu ay?”

“Ta sé 1én d6 khi can,” N Phu thuy thi tham.

Sophie lac dau va c6 thdy c6 nwdc mat cia sy tirc gian trong mat. “Ba la
cai gi?” co cao giong hoi Tsagaglalal. “Ba khong phai la... ba tham chi con
chang phai nguwdi. Va cd nita,” Co budc tdi Perenelle. “con co thi khéng c6
tinh nguoi! Toi ghét co! GHét ca hai ngwoi! Toi ghét nhitng gi cac nguoi da
lam cho t6i va Josh. Toi ghét céi thé gioi cac nguwoi da 16i ching t6i vao.
Toi ghét nhitng quyén nang nay, va nhitng thi t6i khong nén biét va suy
nghi cta t6i bi xam chiém...”Nhitng dong nwdc mat lan xuéng ma c6, nung
c6 khong mudn ho nhin thdy c6 khoc. C6 an tay 1én ban dinh day ghé ra
nhung dot nhién ca Tsagaglalal va Perenelle vieon tay ra va dat len tay co.
Luong dién cia Sophie 16e 1én trong mot tich tac, r6i m@ di va mat han,
mui hwong vani cia c6 gai bi lan at b&i mui hwong hoa nhai. Luong dién
cua Perenelle khong c6 mui.
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“O lai di,” Perenelle lanh ling noi, va chic chin dé khong phai mot 1i
moi. Sophie khéng thé di chuyén nhw thé c6 bé dang mo mot giac mao. Co
da tinh va cdm thay canh giac, nhung co thé ¢6 khong phan tng duoc.

“Nghe 101 Nt phu thuy di,” Tsagaglalal nhe nhang néi. “Tuwong lai cta
thé gidi nay ciling nhu cac thé gidi khac hién gio dang ndm ¢ mitc can bang
va ca hai chau déu cé kha nang lam léch can can d6. Moi dong thoi gian
dang tu lai mot cho, giong nhw 16i tién doan cach day mudi ngan nam.
Hoan cénh da chi ra hai chau ding la cap song sinh trong truyén thuyét.”
Po6i mat xam cta ba dong day nwdc mat. “Vi lgi ich cia chau, ta mong dé
la nhitng da tré khac. Pay la con duwong khé khan ma cac chau phai budc
di. Josh cung phe v&i Dee, va du chau co tin hay khong, cling da dugc tién
doan ttr ca thién nién ky truede. Cai khong thé nhin thdy trudc dugc — khéng
thé noi trede dwoc — 1a sy dién ro6 caa Dee va cai han dinh lam.

“Sophie,” Perenelle Flamel nho nhe noi. “Chau phai tin c6 khi co noi co
khong mong chuyén nay xdy ra vdi ca chau hay Josh. Chau c6 tin khong.”

Sophie khéng con chac c6 nén tin cai gi. Co6 mudn tin N phu thuy,
nhung... c6 cai gi dé ngan can c6. Nguwdoi phu nit nay da no6i doi co, nhung
nha Flamel da n6i do6i ca thé ky roi. Sophie doan ho chi séng dé bao vé ho
va nhitng nguwdi xung quanh ho. Josh cling khong muén tin nha Flamel. Cé
thé cau diang. Cé thé di v4i Dee la mot quyét dinh ding dan. Mot suy nghi
dot ngot lam c6 lanh séng lung: Néu nhw cd chon sai bén trong tran chién
lau doi nay thi sao?

S that — cay dang la nghiét nga — 1a c6 khong biét gi hét. bing hay sai,
tot hay xdu dan xen va lan 16n. C6 khong thé phan biét ban va thu nita.

Tsagaglalal va Sophie nhac tay khoi tay Sophie cung liic, va cdm giac trd
lai véi co thé c6. Luong dién bac cua c6 16e sang va kéu lach tach bao vé co
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thé 6, boc khéi trong anh nang dau chiéu. Co hit mét hoi that sdu nhung
khong roi ban.

“Sophie, chau sé lam gi dé gitp Josh ddy, dé cttu cau ay va mang cau ay
ve?” Tsagaglalal héi.

“BAt ctt didu gi. Moi didu.”

Perenelee ddt ca hai tay 1én ban va nhoai nguoi ra. Hay tay ba dan chadt
vao nhau cang thang. “Va Sophie nay, chau ngh ta sé€ lam gi dé giip chong
co?”

“Bat ctt diéu gi,” Sophie nhac lai. “Moi diéu.”

“Chung ta sé lam bat cit diéu gi — moi diéu — dé giup nhitng ai ching ta
yéu thwvong. Pay la diéu khién cho loai nguwoi chiing ta khac véi Thé Hé Ké
tiép hay Elder hay nhitng ai da song trén trai dat nay trudc chung ta. Chinh
tinh yéu da khién chiing ta la con ngudi. D6 cling la ly do khién giéng loai
cling ta sinh soi; do 1a 1y do khién giong loai chiing ta ludn ton tai.

“Nhung dang yéu thuwong nay doi hoéi sy hy sinh,” Tsagaglalal cham rai
néi. “Thi thodng doi hoi sy hy sinh vi dai...” D6i mat ba lao bong chan
chita nwdc mat.

Sophie cho't c6 nhitng ky tfc vé nguoi phu nir nay — tré hon, rat rat nhiéu,
nhung van cé go md cao va doi mdat xam cua Tsagaglalal — quay ling voi
btrc tugng vang cao 16n. Nguoi phu nit ditng nhin lgi, réi Sophie nhdn ra
d6i mat birc tugng doé van séng dong va doi theo ngudi phu nir. Tiép do,
Tsagaglalal quay di va chay nhanh xuéng nhitng bdc cau thang bdng thuy
tinh khong biét dau la diém két. Ba 6m chdt cubn sdch bdng cd hai tay:
cuén Codex. Nuéc mdat ba nho xubng bia sdch kim logi.
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“Sophie,” Perenelle néi ti€p. “hon muwdi ngan nam tredc, Nha thong thai
Abraham da nhin thiy trudc tat cd nhitng diéu nay, va 6ng ay bat dau xay
dung ké hoach gitp citu 1dy thé gidi. Chau va em trai song sinh ctia chau
duwgc chon dé lam viéc nay tredc ca khi cac chau sinh ra doi. Cac chau da
duwgc tién tri tredc ca khi Danu Talis Sup do va tran Dai Hong Thuy.

“Hai ma la mot, mot 1a tat ca. Mot citu thé gidi, mot hay diét thé gidi,”
Tsagaglalal nhac lai. “D6 1a dinh ménh cta cac chau. Va khong ai c6 thé
thoat khéi s6 ménh.”

“Luc nao bd chéu ciing noi thé.”
“Bo chau néi dung day.”

“Hai nguwoi dang néi rang chau va em chdau chi la nhitng con r6i?” Sophie
dom 10i, nhung miéng c6 kho khoc. Cé udng mot hoi dai céc nuwée trude
mat. “Chung chau khong c6 quyén lya chon?”

“Tat nhién cac chau co,” Perenelle ndi. “Josh da lwa chon va tat ca lya
chon déu bat dau tr tinh yéu hay han thu. Cau ta da chon di cung Dee —
khong phai vi cau ta thich han, nhwng vi khi cau dy nhin thidy chau tan cong
Archon, cau dy ghét chau. Cau dy nhin thdy Coatlicue 1a mot phu nit tré dep
chit khong phai mét sinh vat xdu xi nhw sy that. Va chau,... 0, gio chau can
phai quyét dinh xem minh sé lam gi.”

Nhitng ti* ngi cia Perenelle khién c6 nhot nhat. Josh ghét c6. Va Sophie
biét d6 la sy that. Co da nhin thdy né trong mat cau. Nhung n6é chang anh
hwéng gi tdi viéc cau nghi vé co thé nao — né khong thé thay doi cai c6 biét

trong tim minh va c6 cam thay vé cau thé nao. “Chdau sé dudi theo Josh.”

“Du cdu ay tir bé chau?” Tsagaglalal nhe nhang hoi.
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“Di néi moi lwra chon déu bat nguon tir tinh yéu va thu han. Cau dy la em
chau. Chau sé du6i theo cau ay. D6 la lia chon cta chau?”

“Va chau sé di dau?” Perenelle hoi.

Sophie nhin ba mét cach trong rong. Co khong biét. “Chau sé tim cau
ay,” c6 ndéi vai su ty tin ma c6 khong hé cam thdy. “Khi...Khi cau dy gap
rac roi, hay dau dén, chau thwong sé cam thay. Thi thodng chau con nhin

thdy nhitng gi cau ay thdy.”

“Gi0 chau c6é cam thdy cau dy khong?” Tsagaglalal hoi khong gidu diém
Sur t0 mo.

Sophie lac dau. “Nhung chau c6 trong minh nhitng ky tc ctia Ba phu
thiy xt Endor. Cé thé chau sé biét dugc gi do tir nd.”

“Ta khong nghi ba phu thay da nhin thay truédc budc ngoat méi nhat,”
Tsagaglalal no6i. “Ta da biét ba ay trong cd quang doi dai dang dac cua
minh, va trong khi ba ay c6 thé nhin thdy ca dong sy kién 16n trong lich st,
ba dy lai khong thé biét nhitng hanh dong cua nhitng ca nhan don 1é. Khong
giong em trai ba dy, Prometheus, hay chong ba ay, Mars Ultor, ba ay chwa
bao gio thye sy hiéu vé loai nguoi.”

“Chau c6 thé dua ra su lwa chon khac,” Perenelle noi. “Chau c6 thé chon
giup ching ta cttu thé gidgi. Chung ta can chau,” ba néi thém. “Ngay gio,
Machiavelli dang & Alcatraz. Chuing ta biét han dinh tha 1 quai vat vao San
Francisco. Chau nghi thanh phd hién dai nay sé lam gi dé chong tra lai khi
bau troi dau nhitng con rong hay nhitng con &c mdng chui Ién tir nhitng 6ng
cong va chui vao thanh ph6?”

Sophie 1ic dau. Y twéng d6 that khong thé nao hiéu néi.
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“Bao nhiéu nguoi sé chét?” Perenelle noi tiép. “Bao nhiéu nguoi bi
thwong? Bao nhiéu ngudi sé bi chan dong khi ching kién canh d6?”

Sophie choang vang khong néi néi. Co lac dau.

“Va néu chau biét c6 ai dé co thé gitp — ai do c6 strc manh chién dau véi
1l quéi vat do — liéu chau c6 mudn ho ditng 1én chién dau va bao vé hang
chuc nghin ngudi, hay chdu muon ho chay tron chi dé gitip mot ngudi?”

Sophie dinh tra 16i nhung c6 nhan ra minh dang bi du vao bay mot cach
khon ngoan.

“Chung ta can chau chién dau ctung ching ta, Sophie a,” Tsagaglalal néi
tiép. “Chau con chd Hakate, Nit than Ba mat khong?”

“Nguoi song ¢ Yggdrasill va 1a nguwdi da Banh thitc chau. Sao chau quén
duwgc?” cd noi voi giong ton kinh.

“Ba ay c6 quyén nang khong thé dong dém ndi: budi sang la mot c6 gai
tré, budi chiéu la mot phu ni¥ trung nién, t6i la mot ba lao. Ba dy dai dién
cho toan bd sttc manh va kién thitc ctia mot nguwdi phu nit.” Tsagaglalal
nhoai nguwoi 1én, mdt ba chi cach Sophie c6 mot inch. “Chau la mot co gai
tré, Perenelle la mot phu ni trung nién, con ta la mot ngwoi gia. Hop tac
v&i nhau ching ta sé c6 khéi kién thitc vo ké va quyén nang vo song. Cung
nhau ca ba ching ta c6 thé ditng 1én bao vé thanh phé nay.”

“Chau sé cung chung ta ding lén ch®, Sophie Newman?” Perenelle
Flamel hoi.

Ctra s6 bén trén ho mé ra va Niten xuat hién. Anh ay khong néi mot cau
nao nhung anh nhin cua anh la qua du.
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“Dén lic quyét dinh roi,” Perenelle ndi. “Pa dén lic chau phéi chon
minh ditng vé phe nao.”

Sophie ditng 1én quan sat Nir phu thay gitup Tsagaglalal ra khoi cho ngoi
va di vao nha. Co6 muon chay khéi nha ra ngoai dudng... nhung sau dé thi
sao? CO sé di dau? C6 mudn tim Josh. Nhung c6 khong biét c6 phai lam gi.
Va chuyén gi sé xdy ra khi nhitng sinh vat kia tran vao thanh phé. Ludng
dién va nhitng phép thuat co ban cta co c6 thé bado vé co...nhung c6 bao vé
noi nhitng ngudi khac khong?

Day qua thuc l1a Itc dé c6 lva chon.

Nhung ditng vé phe nao?

Twr dang xa tiéng coi tau vong lai khién c6 nghi dén Alcatraz. Nhitng con
quai vat trén hon dao do la nhitng con 4c mong. Va Perenelle néi ding: néu
ho tha ching vao thanh pho, ching sé gieo chét chéc va hiy diét hang
loat...va khong mot nguwdi c6 dau 6c nao lai muon thé. Khong mot ngudi céd
dau 6c nao lai ¢6 tinh di mang nhitng dang hon loan d6 vao thanh phé.

Nhung do la nhitng gi Machiavelli, Dee va Dare — Josh nita — dinh lam.

Sophie ty dong gat dau, va dot nhién Iwa chon tré nén don gian. Co6 cé
thé lam viéc cung N phu thuy va Tsagaglalal tranh nhitng viéc d6 xay ra.
Sau do, co c6 thé tim em.

Co gai di theo hai ngwoi phu nit vao nha, di qua bép va di 1én gac.

Prometheus doi ho truc cita phong ngti. Ong ditng sang mot bén dé ho

di vao phong ditng quanh noi Nicholas Flamel dang nam. Nha gia kim
trong nhoé bé va tham hai, da 6ng trang nhw ga givong. Chi c6 mét cir dong

https://thuviensach.vn



nho & nguc ong cho thdy ong con thd. “Pa dén luc ong dy ra di r6i,”
Prometheus thi tham.

Perenelle up mat vao tay khoc.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI

“Pia bay 4?” William Shakespeare héi. Ong ta day gong kinh 1én séng
miii vad nheo mét nhin vui thich. “Pia bay kia.” Ong diing khuyu tay choc
vao Palamedes. “T6i da noi v6i anh chung c6 that ma. Toi da noi v6i anh
rang c6 nhiéu th¢ 4...”

“Vimana,” Scathach stra lai. “Ching la nhitng chiéc tau bay huyén thoai
cta Danu Talis.” C6 cii dau xuéng dung tay che mat quan sat thém sau
chiéc dia bay nita xuat hién trén bau trdi trong xanh gam ra trén dau ho.
Bo6n chiéc dang dau bap bénh trén mat dat, giong nhw thuyén dau trén mat
nwdc. Khong khi rung chuyén rat nhe, cd bén dugi nhitng chiéc dia bay
xuat hién mot 16p bang méng.

No6c vimana mé ra va nhitng anpu xuat hién. Ching cao 16n va co bap,
mac gidp den vdi nhitng duong chi bang vang va bac. Ching s dung
nhitng thanh kiém cong- nhitng thanh kopesh chét ngwdi. Nhitng chién binh
dau cho bat Marethyu tride tién. Nguwoi dan 6ng tay moc cau van chwa tinh
va nam duéi dat, tiép tuc rung minh khi nhitng tia Itra dién xanh trang ban
ra t* moc cau trén tay va tao nen mot cung lita dién trén co. Ba con anpu 10i
ong ta vao chiéc thuyén I6n nhat. N6 bay di mat trong tich tac.

Scathach theo ddu n6 di qua thanh pho trong nhw mot mé cung. NHitng
chiéc dia bay phan chiéu bong xuéng mat nwdc trong khi bong ctia né tao
nén béng ram phu 1én dwong phé phia dwéi. Cé nhin n6 bay qua dai kim ty
thap @ trung tam thanh pho trwéc khi dau xudng khu gitta cac toa lau dai
bang vang va bac.

Scathach quay lai nhin nhitng con anpu dang tu tap lai. Co da doi dau vdi
anpu trong nhiéu veeong quéc bong t6i, va du c6 chwa bao gid chién dau vai
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ching nhung ¢6 biét sitc manh dang sg¢ ctia ching. Ching la nhitng chién
binh nguy hiém chét ngudi, nhuwng Bong t6i con nguy hiém hon. Nt chién
binh da san sang lam tran. Co6 xoa hai tay vao chan, c¢6 van dau tiv bén nay
sang bén kia, thu gian c6. Nhitng con anpu da mdc mot sai lam cha chét:
chiing chwa twdc vii khi cta ké thu. Scathach van con thanh kiém, dao va
nhi khic con. Chién tran da day cho c6 ban nang chién dau: co sé ha tén
anpu gan nhat, dung vii khi dé cat rdi chan né ra khoi phan con lai. Co téom
lay n6 ngay khi né nga xuéng va ném co thé n6 vao hai ban dong hanh ctia
no, ha guc ching ludn. Sy phan tam da cho Joan va Palamedes tham tran,
cung lic dé c6 ném kiém cho Saint —Germain va Shakespeare. Tat ca chi
xdy ra trong vong vai phut. Sau do6 ho sé chiém 1dy vimana va...

Scathach thdy Palamedes nhin c6. “Khong dwgc dau,” hiép si 1dm bam
bang ngdn ngit ¢ clia qué nha. Ong quay di va che mét lai, nhin vé thanh
pho va tiép tuc néi véi c6. “Khong c6 ai giéi hon ¢6 Nt chién binh a,
nhung i anpu sé khong dé dang nga xuong dau. Sé cé thwong vong. Co thé
la Saint-Germain, ciing c6 thé 1a Joan, chac chan cé Will. D6 1a nhitng ton
that khong thé chap nhan duwgc. Ngoai ra néu cha nhan cta nhitng anpu kia
muon ching ta chét, ho c6 thé giét chiing ta tr trén troi.”

Nhitng chiéc rang ma ca rong cia Scathach can vao méi. Palamedes néi
ding. Chi can mot ngwoi trong sé ho chét hay bi thuong thi cai gia cho viéc
chay thoat la qua 16n. C6 hau nhw khong quay dau nhiéu nhung co biét
Hiép si Sacaren da nhin thdy. “Dé litc khac vay,” c6 néi.

“Ludn c6 thdi gian.” Ong dong tinh.

Nhitng anpu di chuyén xung quanh ho, tudc vii khi ctia ho r6i chia ho ra
thanh titng nhém. Palamedes la mot nhom, trong khi Saint-Germain va
Shakespeare nho hon la mot nhom. Scathach va Joan bi ap giai trong mot
vimana bang bac bdi ba anpu trang bi vii khi hang nang. Scathach leo 1én
thuyén tredc, chiéc thuyén hoi nhin xudng do sitc ndng ctia c6. Bén trong
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thuyén hau nhuw khong c6 gi, ngoai trir bon chiéc ghé dai dugc thiét ké danh
cho ch6. Mot trong nhitng anpu, thap va to hon nhitng con khéac, c6 mot vét
seo trang mo tit ngang mom, khong néi cau gi ma chi vao ghé va chi vao
hai ngwdi phu nit. Scathach ¢6 ngbi nhung hau nhw trwde khéi ghé truwée
khi c6 phat hién ra ngoi dat dé chiu hon nhiéu. Joan lam theo. Nhitng anpu
dung xich khoa tirng nguwoi lai.

“Chung ta gap rac r6i t¢i mic nao roi?” Josh hoi nhé bang tiéng Phap.

Con anpu c6 seo @ mom nhin c¢6 cham cham, nhe ham rang sac 1ém ra.
N6 dua tay 1én miéng ra ddu im lang. Joan mac keé.

“Néu thwdc do tr mot tdi muoi,” Scathach noéi. “Chiing ta sap lén
nguong muoi hai.”

Con anpu ¢6 seo vion ngwoi qua chd Nit chién binh, do6i mat den tho 16
ctia n6 x0dy vao c6, nwdc miéng nho ra ti rang no.

“Chuing khong biét noi a?” Joan hoi.

“Chi néi khi ching bat dau vao tran,” Scatty néi. “Va sau doé tiéng gam
cta ching khién chiing ta lanh xwong. Tiéng hét thwong khién con moi
choang vang t&i mat y thiec.”

“Chiing 1 cai gi?”

“Chi tin chung la mot nhanh cta toc Torc. Mot trong nhitng thi nghiém
that bai cua Elder.”

Cudi cung, sau khi nhan ra nhitng nguwoi phu nit kia khong chiu nghe 16i,
con anpu seo chan nan bo di.
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“Chung la ban hay thu?” nguwoi phu nit Phap hai.

“Kho noéi lam,” Scathach thira nhan. “Ké ca chi cling con chang biét ai
vdi ai nita.” C6 nhin qua nap dia bay dang md& lén bau trgi. Chiéc vimana
nhtin xuéng vi cé thém hai con anpu 1én khac tréo vao. Sau do 16p kinh nhe
nhang trugt vé trén dinh, ngan cach am thanh bén ngoai. Scathach dé y thay
16m dém nhitng x4c con trung.

“Nhung ching biét Marethyu la ai,” Joan noi.

“Duong nhw ngoai trir chiing ta ra ai cling biét 6ng ta. R0 rang 6ng ta giat
day tat ca vu nay. Chi thuc sy ghét cai y twdng chiing ta bi x6 miii cd dam,”
Scatty ditt khoat néi. “Chi thé 1a chi va cai 6ng tay moc cau do6 sé con gap

)y »

nhau. Va ltuc do chi sé hoi ong ta vai cau ‘hay ho’.

Ho cam thdy c6 s rung dong ttr tan trong xwong tay khi ho hinh nhu bay
qua nhitng ddm may trang. Con tau nhin xuéng, nhitng ddm may xoay tron
roi dam qua — bang chung duy nhat cho thay ho dang di chuyén.

“Va néu Marethyu khong trd 16i chi thi sao?” Joan héi. “Chj sé dé y thay
nhitng nguwdi ban cin con cua chiing ta rat can than khi ha ong ta tit xa. R0
rang ching sg 6ng ta va quyén nang cta ong ta.”

“Ong ta sé tra 15i chi,” Scathach ty tin néi. “Chj c6 thé rat thuyét phuc

»

day.

“Em biét chi c6 thé.” Joan of Arc nham mat va hit mot hoi dai. Co cuwoi
ké cho 1ii anpu dang nhin c6 cham cham. “Em chi dang nghi: ching ta da
khong c6 mot chuyén phiéu Iru thye thu trong mét khodng thoi gian kha
dai.” C6 thé dai. “Sé giong ngay xwa day.”
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Scathach cudi gin. Ong chic chin chuyén nay khéng giéng nhitng
chuyén phiéu lvu khac. Co va Joan da ting chién ddu — dé ciu 1ay cac
vrong quoc va tham chi 1a ca nhitng dé quoc, dé khoi phuc hoang téc va
ngan can cac cudc chién, nhwng gid muc dich con cao ca hon. Néu ho tin
Marethyu, ho sé chién dau cho twong lai khong chi cta loai nguwdi ma con
cho rat nhiéu gidng loai ¢ rat nhiéu vueong qudc Bong tdi bi an.

Joan dung day c6 ging dé thoai mai hon. “Khi Francis va em & An Do
vao nam ngodi, ching em da thdy birc hinh nhitng chiéc dia bay & trong
mot van ty c6 duge khac trong dén tho. Francis bao em la c6 rat nhiéu cau
truyén vé nhitng chiéc phi thuyeén trong truyén thuyét cia nguoi An Do co
dai.”

“Pung day,” Scathach noi. “Ching ciing xudt hién & Babylon va Ai Cap.
Rat nhiéu vimana da khéng & Danu Talis khi né chim nén tranh dwgc bi
hiy hoai. B6 me chi c6 mot cai,” c6 néi tiép. “nhung khong giong cai nay.
Khi chi da 16n dé diéu khién né, may moc cta chiéc phi thuyén da qua cii
va dugc stta chita va lap qua thuong xuyén nén né khong con & trang thai
nguyén ban nita. N6 chi bay dwgc la 1a mat dat théi.” Co lac dau, cwoi khi
nhd lai. “Bo chi ti'ng bdo la 6ng day da chitng kién bau troi t6i den lai voi
nhitng chién vimana chién dau khi ham doi di chién dau véi nhitng Chua
bat cubi cung...”

Giong cua Scathach lac di. C6 rat hiém khi néi vé b6 me, va thuong
khong bao gio tw nguyén noi. Co coi ban than minh la mot ké c6 doc va co
da hanh dong mot minh qua 1au r6i. Nhung co6 cé gia dinh — ngudi chi gai ¢
Vuong quoc Béng toi trai dat co khong bao gio gap mat va bd me va anh
trai song & Vuong qudc béng toi xa x6i khac mod phong theo Danu Talis da
mat. Gid ¢6 quay ngugc lai muwdi ngan nam. Co thay rat ky la khi nghi tGi
bd me c6 dang song & thanh pho ngay bén dudi cd. Suy nghi do khién c6
ngung tho.
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Va c6 dot nhién nhan ra c6 mudn gap ho. Khong, con hon thé. Co can
biét ho nhw thé nao truwéc khi c6 va chi gai co6 ra doi. B6 me ctia Scathach
va Aoife da tré nén cay nghiét va cau ban bai thé gidi ctia ho da bi huy diét.
Ho da 16n 1én & noi ho 1a nhitng chi nhan khéng thé chéi cai dugc. Tat ca
két thic khi hon ddo chim xu6ng. Dot nhién moi th trd nén rd rang trong
nhitng gio dong ho sau khi Danu Talis chim. Khong con chi nhan va bé toi
nita, khong con Elder Vi dai va Elder nita. Chi con nhitng ngudi song sot.

Lén 1én, Scathach va chi gai sém nhan ra ho khac bé me vi ho dwgc sinh
ra sau khi hon ddo chim. Cadp song sinh va nhitng ca thé dau tién cta Thé
Hé K€ tiép. Sau do, rat, rat lau sau do, Aoife va Scathach biét rang b6 me
ho xau hé vi ho. Nhitng c6 gai da hiéu rang nguwdi anh trai ctia ho, véi mai
toc do va nuwdc da xam, sinh ra ¢ Danu Talis la con cung cua ho. Khong
giong vai cdp song sinh, anh ay la mot Elder.

Scathach cam thay bung séi 1én khi phi thuyén ha xuéng thanh pho.

C06 mudn gap ho. Du chi trong choc lat. Co muén ditng quan sat me co,
bb ¢6, anh trai co trwdc khi hon ddo chim. Vi trong mot thién nién ky co
biét, c6 chwa bao gio thay ho cuwoi, va khi ho noéi chuyén véi nhitng nguoi
khac — ké ca Elder — cling v6i giong nghiét nga. Gian di* da in han dau vét
1én ngudi ho, khién ho tré nén x4u xi va cong xuong. Trong mdt gidy phtt,
Scathach mudn nhin thdy ho con tré va xinh dep. C6 muon biét ho c6 bao
gio hanh phuc khong.

Dot nhién phi thuyén tdi om. Scathach va Joan nhin thdy ngon nui den
nhon cao qua dau dam thang 1én bau trdi tao thanh mét vong tron mau xanh
khong binh thuong.

“Chung ta dang roi xuéng...” Scathach dom 16i va c6 ngtri thdy c6 mui
lru huynh. C6 hit sau, ¢6 phan biét n6 khéi mui 1i ché 1au ngay khong tam

va mui sat thép cua chiéc vimana.
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“em ciling c6 thé ngwi thay,” Joan ndi. Co cuwdi rung nguwdi. “Luu huynh —
lam em nhg@ tGi Dee.”

Chiéc dia bay dirng lai. Con Anpu seo xuat hién triéc mat Scathach. N6
vay thanh kiém cong truéc mat c6 vi né dang can than thao xich cho co
bang tay trai. P6i mat xanh cia Scathach nhiu lai khi c6 nhin thay vii khi.
N6 mang lai cho ¢6 mét y tc den t6i cay dang: mot quang doi trwdc co da
day vi vua Tutankhamen cach chién dau véi hai thanh kiém cong. Nhiéu
ndm sau, co phat hién ra 6ng ta dugc chon cung hai thanh kiém c6 tang 6ng
ta.

“Scatty...” Joan dom ndi c6 mot chut xiu xiu hoang loan trong giong noi.
CO quay dau quan sat N chién binh tit dau tGi chan. “Ching ta & dau thé
nay?”

“Nha tu.” Scatty quay ngudi va cuoi. “Va em c6 biét khong c6 nha tu
nao trén thé gidi nay co6 thé giam noi chi khong,” c6 noi lién thodng bang
tiéng Phap.

No6c chiéc vimana bat mé& dé mui lIvu huynh soc vao khién ho khong thé
no6i. Mot luéng nhiét hun néng da thit ho. Ho bi bao quanh bgi nhitng tiéng
rén la.

“Em c6 cam gidc day khong phai kiéu nha ta binh binh ctia chi,” Joan
goi khi Scatty bi 16i t¢i mép phi thuyén.

Anpu day lung Bong toi khién cd dinh quay lai gam ghe, miéng c6 dot
nhién day nhitng chiéc rang ma ca rong. Lii anpu nhdy giat lui lai. Ngay
trwdc khi budc khéi phi thuyén, Scathach nhin xudng, c6 quay lai nhin ban.
NHitng dom Itta nhé nhay nhét phan chiéu qua mat ¢6. “Em cé thé noi thé
- chung ta dang ¢ trong miéng mot ngon nui Itta dang hoat dong.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI MOT

Nhitng Nereid ap sat hay tay bén ngwoi, tréi trut trén mat nwéc nhu dang
0 mot trrong luyen ca heo.

“Van dé gi?” Josh thac mac. “T6i c6 thé dung luéng dién va...”
“va tiét 10 vi tri cia chung ta cho nguwdi khac biét,” Dee dap cut Iun.
“Khong, to6i khong lam thé,”

“O, néu dng c6 mot ké hoach théng minh, thi gid 1a Iic 6ng xic tién do,”
Josh lo lang noi. NHitng Nereid dang tién t&i gan hon, mai téc xanhh dai
dap dénh dang sau ho. Cé vai sinh vat la nhitng my nhan, nhitng sinh vat
khac cé vay va méng vudt nén nhin giong cua ca hon la ngudi. Mom chiing
day nhitng chiéc rang nham nhé nhon nhuw dau kim khién cau nghi t6i dan
ca ho.

“Ctr 1ai xuyén qua chuing di,” Dee nat. “Tdc do toi da?”
“Pay la ké hoach day ha?” Josh hoi.

“Cau c6 y twong hay hon a?” Dee phat am ranh rot tng chit va ban tay
ga nho thé nay ndm thanh mot nam dam.

Josh ddy can diéu khién 1én, dong co gam ru va chiéc thuyén mdy nang
né phéng vot 1én phia truedc, miii thuyén xé nwdc phong di. Cau quay banh
lai viegt qua ca bay Nereid... ching chi nhe nhang tach ra, roi lai boi t6i
nam lay thuyén. Bong vudt cdo xé hai bén canh thuyén, c6 hai con con bam
duwgc vao thang thap bén duwéi va cé kéo minh 1én.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhanh nita 1én!” Dee quat. Han cam cudn day thirng 1én va ding n6 dé
quat vao nhitng sinh vat bién tranh xa con tau. Chiing roi lai xuéng nudc tr
trén cao, kéu ré 1én nhv tiéng cudi tré con. Mot trong sé ching dot ngot
tréo duwgc l1én dudi thuyén, chi con mot inch nita né sé can dwgc vao chan
Dee. Tién si titc gian nhay lui ra sau va nhin thdy mot con Nereid khac
dung dudi tung minh 1én thuyén. Han chui hai tay vao quan, dé lai mot cai
vay ca sang loang trén mau vai toi. “Toi ghét I Nereid,” han ta 1am bam.

“Tién si...” Josh hét 1én. “Nam chac nhé!” Mot con Nereid da bo 1én
treéc cau ta, nhitng méng tay sac nhe dao cao dam sau vao voé tau bang sgi
thay tinh. Josh danh banh 1ai va con tau cao toc nghiéng gan téi 45 do.
Sinh vat bi trwgt di trén thuyén, dé lai nhitng vét dai trén than tau. N6 treo
minh mét lic roi roi tom xuéng nwdc.

“Nhanh ntta 1én!” Dee hét.

“Khong hon duwgc nita dau,”Josh néi. Con thuyén chap chénh trén séng
nwdc, dap manh vao nhitng con séng khién cau bat ra khéi ghé 1ai. Cau
thdy dau rang, 16ng 6c, nwdc bién ban vao mat cau, moi cau khé cong. Du
binh thwdng cau khong bi say séng, nhwng gid cau biét cau c6 thé non bat
cu luc nao.

Dot nhién con thuyén di chuyén cham lai nhw thé né cham phai bai cat.
Pong co gam rd nhung con thuyén khong di chuyén duwgc thém. Josh liéu
nhin ra sau. Hang t4 con Nereid tim tum xung quanh tau, bam lay than tau
kéo n6 xudng bién. Nudc bat dau tran vao dudi thuyén. Khi nhin anh mat
déi khat va ham rang sac nhon nhw kim ctia 1i Nereid, Josh biét cau va Dee
khong thé song sét hon mot phit duwdi nuwéc.

Dee ditng sau Josh, quat day vao Nereid nhung chiing qua nhanh nén
chang tring con nao. Han quat vao mot con vira buing minh khéi mdt nuwdc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Con quai gitr thang bang trén dudi va can sgi day ra lam do6i khi n6 bay qua
mat.

“Str dung luong dién cua 6ng khong ching ta sé chét!” Josh hét 1én.

“Néu toi str dung luong dién, thi ching ta chét chdc!”

“Va néu 6ng khong st dung luéng dién, ching ta sé lam moi cho ca
trong vong vai phut nita.” Cau trai tré nghién rang néi trong v6 vong.
“Chung ta can lam gi dé...”

“M0ot ké hoach...” Dee n6i, nhan manh tirng tur.

Josh gat dau. “Mot ké hoach,” cdu néi, va ngay ca khi cau dang noi cau
thdy nhitng hinh anh trong ky c, nhung khong phai ky @c cua cdu.

....cla mét doi quan mdc gidp sdng lodng cua Nhdt, bi vdy hdm va yéu
thé...

...ctla mét chién binh mdc gidp da va lwéi sat, dau doi mii tru sdt, dirng
don doc trén chiéc cau, doi mdt véi doi quan khong phdi nguoi...

...cta ba con tau trang bi vii khi tho so bi vay hdm boi mot ham doi lon...

Va trong bét c trudng hgp nao ké 1ép vé ciling chién thang vi...vi ho cé
chién lvoc.

“can nhién liéu dé danh,” Josh hét 1én. “Trong d6 con dau khong?”

Dee quat cdy roi vao con Nereid c6 hai cang thay cho tay. Méng vuét cta
né chém doan day lai ngan lai hon khi né roi xuéng nwéc. Phap s cam can
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dau bang nhya 1én lac. C6 chat léng bén trong. “Con mot nira. Cé thé hon.”
Han lac can thit hai. “Cai nay con nguyén.”

“Bam chac 1dy,” Josh néi. “Ching ta quay thuyén.” Cau quay mot vong
16n trén mat nwdc xa khéi hon ddo. Nhitng con Nereid thay boi r6i va bi bo
lai sau m6t quang ngan. “Do ching 1én thuyén,” Josh ra 1én. “Nhung dirng
do hét mot lan. Tw tw thoi.”

Tién si khong noi gi va mdé nap can va ném né di. Mui dau diesel qua
nang khién han ho khan, chdy nwéc mat. Han do can dau 1én ria tau va ké
cho dau do6 ca xuéng mat vinh

Josh cam thdy minh dang quan sat moi viéc mét cach cham chap. Cau
nhin nhitng Nereid boi trong nudc va bién chiing dinh di t&i dau. Cau quan
sat nhitng dot séng dap vao than tau va cau cé thé dém cé bao nhiéu giot
nuwdc cham vao mat cau.

Mot con Nereid cuc ky xdu xi — giong ca nhiéu hon nguoi — xuét hién
tredc mat cau. Cau nhin co bung ctia n6 phang det va biét dwdi lan nwéc
kia, chiéc du6i to 16n cia né sé khua nwdc rat nhanh, sé gitip né bay 1én
trong khong khi. N6 sé ha canh xuéng tau va can ngap c6 hong cau. Josh
danh béanh lai ngay lic con Nereid biing minh 1én. N6 cach thuyén c6 vai
inch va roi tré lai bién.

“Xong,” Dee hét.

“Cham dau day di,” Josh ra 1énh.

“Bang gi?” Dee hoi.

“Ong khong c6 diém a?”
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“Khong bao gid dung dén.” Dee ngoac ngon tay. “T6i luon luén dung
luéng dién.”

Pau 6c Josh quay cudng, cau lién tuc nghi ra va loai bé hang ta nhitng
canh twong. “Cam banh l4i di,” cau chi dan. “Ong ct 18 vong vong di.” Va
trwdc khi Phap su cam lay banh 14i Josh da chui vao cabin nhé bén dudi.
Cau dang tim mot thit gi do...va cau da 1ap tiéc thiy no.

Chiéc hop cttu thwong & trén twong, va ngay duwdi né, mot chiéc tu kinh
treo mot khau sung bao sang bang nhya dung dé thu huat sy chi y néu
thuyén gap nguy.

Josh m& hop va lay khau stng ra khoéi twong. Cau da nhin thdy b6 cau
dung cau sung ban phéo sang trudc day, va cau biét ching hoat dong ra sao
du chwa tirng st dung. Cau tré ngugce lai thuyén. Néu cau c6 diém, ciu sé
nhing dau day vao dau dung bat Itta dot va tha né xuéng nwdc.Véi khau
sung cau chi c6 mot cach duy nhat la ban phéo sang vao 16p dau méng trén
mat nwoc.

Nhitng Nereid dang tién t&i gan. Ching tu lai quanh tau, mém ma ra roi
ngam lai, rang nghién vao nhau, mui cad won gan nhuw qua sic chiu dyng.

Josh cam mot can nhién liéu 1én lac. C6 chat 1éng bén trong. Cau nam
lay tay cam va quang nhu thé dang ném bong chay va ném vé cho cau co
thé nhin thdy vét dau loang mau bdy sac cau vong. Can dau bay thang vao
gitta vét dau loang.

Chiéc thuyén chim xudng khi nhitng Nereid tay nhuw cang cua kéo hai
bén than tau xudng.

Cau nam chiéc sing ban phao bang ca hai tay va nham vao chiéc can
dang noi 1énh phénh. Cau biét dich xac vé hudng gio, va cau biét phao sang
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sé bay theo hinh vong cung roi roi xudng.
Nhv mot mili tén.

Cau bop co sung. Mot qua phao do bay ra, vé mot hinh vong cung trong
khong khi, roi xuong... tring can dau, ngay lap tic tao ra nhitng ngon lira
vang cam. Ngon ltita nhdy nhot trén mdt nwdc, trén con song nay tdi con
song khac, bao quanh con tau.

Trong mot gidy ngan ngui khong khi rung 1én véi tiéng hat tuyét voi cia
nhitng Nereid, va r6i, khong néi mét 161, chiing 1an xudng va bién mat. Mot
luc sau nhitng ngon ntra xanh cting khong con.

Ts. John Dee nhin xung quanh con tau td toi. Han gat dau vai Josh. “Rat
an tugng day, cau trai tré.”

Josh thay kiét sttc. Thé gidi quay trd lai toc do binh thuwdong dén cung véi
sy mét méi. Cau cam thay nhw vira choi thém hai hiép phu trong mot tran
béng da.

“Sao cau nghi ra y twong do?” Dee hoi va quan sat Josh that ky.
Josh lac dau. “Nhitng y tc,” cau lam bam.

...cla m¢t doi quan mdc gidp sang loang cua Nhdt, bi giam hdm, bao vay
va yéu thé da tao ra mot mé cung rom ra chdy dé chia 1é va vdy hdm qudn

N

thu.
...cia mét chién binh mdc gidp da va lwéi sdt, dau doi mil tru, ¢ giita cau

d6i mdt voi mot doi quan khong phdi nguoi, dot cdy cau dé chdc nhirng con
qudi vdt khong thé tién tdi gan minh.
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...cuia ba con tau trang bi vi khi th6é so bi mot ham déi bao vay. Mot
trong ba con thuyén ché day bét dep, go tau bi dé day dau cd. Nguoi ta dot
thuyéen va ldi vé huéng ham déi. N6 phdt n6 va gdy ra hon loan.

Josh biét d6 khong phai ky ttc cta cau, va cau biét n6 ciing khong phai
cta thanh Clarent. Khi cdu cam thanh kiém Heén nhat nhitng ky c ctia n6
thuwong khién cau phat bénh. Nhitng ky c nay, y nghi nay lai khac. Ching
mang theo sy hao hitng, hé héi va trong vai dip khi moi thit cham lai, khi
moi van dé déu co 10i gidi va khong c6 cai gi c6 thé hon cau, cau cam thay
minh thyc sy dang s6ng. Ngay khi nhitng ky tc khéng phai cta cdu bién
mat, thé gidi quay vé nhip do binh thwong, cau nghi cau chwa thé thoat.
Néu phéao sang khéng danh Itta cho dau dwgc, cau biét c6 hang ta nhitng gia
thiét khac c6 thé co.

“Cau thay sao r6i?” Dee hoi. Han quay tau quay lai huéng Alcatraz,
nhuwng mat van dan vao Josh.

“Mét.” Cau liém d6i moi khé cong vi vi mudi bién khi nhin theo nhitng
con séng. “T6i hy vong Virginia c6 thé xuat hién lic nay...”

Dee nhin xung quanh. “C6 ay sé xuat hién. Co6 ay luon luén c6 thé,” 6ng
ta can nhan.

Phap su danh mot vong 16n, Josh rueén ngudi ra tim bong dang ngudi bat
tr,, nhung khong cé. “Cé thé Nereid tom dwgc co ay khong?”

“T6i nghi ngo diéu do. Ho sé dé co dy lai néu ho biét cai gi tot cho ho.”
“Ho cling di r6i.”

“Nhung sé quay lai,” Dee n6i. Cau buéc qua bén dé Josh cam lai banh
lai. Alcatraz hién ra 10 mo truéc mat hg. “Gio chung ta quan sat anh ban
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nguoi Y tha 1ii quai vat ndo.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG HAI MUOI HAI

“Té6i luc r6i.” Perenelle tha tay xudng. P6i mat ba tran ngap nwdc mat.
Nhitng dong nwéc mat lan dai trén ma ba. “Prometheus,” ba binh tinh noi.
“Ninten. Hai nguoi cho chung toi chut rieng tw dwgc khong?”

Vi Elder va ngudi bat t& nhin nhau roi cung gat dau va roi khoi phong
khong néi mot 16i, dé lai Perenelle, Tsagaglalal va Sophie ding chung
quanh giwong.

Sophie nhin Nicholas. Nha Gia kim c6 vé thanh than, binh yén. Du cho
vai ngay tredc nhitng nép nhan da han sau 1én khuén mat 6ng, nhung gio
khi khuon mat 6ng gidn ra, co nu nhin thdy lai nhitng nét dep tirng c6 &
ong. Co nu6t kho khan. C6 ludn ludn thich 6ng, va co biét trong nhitng tuan
Josh lam viéc cung 6ng & hiéu sach, ca hai da kha than thiét. C6 1é vi b6 me
ho thudng xuyén di vang, Josh ludbn mong muén cé mdt nguwdi thay va mot
huan luyén vién. Sophie biét em trai c6 luon kinh trong Nicholas Flamel.

Perenelle ditng trudc dau giwong. Chiéc dudi ta mong hinh tron mau
xanh vang & trén dau ba dang kéu 1én va toéa ra anh sang mau xanh bac.
“Tsagaglalal, Sophie, t6i biét t6i khong c6 quyén yéu cau hai nguwoi diéu
nay,” Giong Phap cia nguwoi bat ti ranh rot va doi mat xanh lo ctia ba nhoe
nuwdc mat. “Nhwng t6i can hai ngwoi giup t6i.”

Tsagaglalal cti dau. “Bat ci diéu gi,” ba néi ngay lap tic.
Sophie nghi mot lic trwde khi trd 16i. Co khong biét Perenelle mu6n gi,
nhung c6 doan la mot diéu gi dé vGi xac chi Nicholas. C6 chwa tirtng nhin

thdy thi thé tredc day, va y nghi cham vao n6 khién c¢6 ling ting. C6 nhin
1én va thay hai ngudi phu nit dang nhin minh.
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“Chau khong thé... y chau la... c6 mudn chau lam gi? Chau sé gitp, tat
nhién. Nhung chau khong thé lam gi nhw kham liém t& thi. Chau khoéng
nghi chau c6 thé cham vao né nita. A 6ng ay,” c6 voi vang stta lai.

“khong, co khong nho chau lam viéc do,” Perenelle noi. Nhitng ngon tay
ctia ba vuét mai té6c ngan cua chong, nhe nhang cham vao da dau 6ng.
Luong chi trang bac chdy ra tir dau ngén tay ba. Ba mim cwoi. “Va, ngoai
ra, Nicholas khong chét. Chwa chét.”

Sophie chodng vang nhin Nha gid kim lan nita. C6 twéng Ong da ra di
binh yén trong gidc nga. Nhung gio, khi nhin ky hon, c6 c6 thé thay nhitng
ctt dong nhé nhat nhip dap & ¢6, khong déu. Co6 nham mat lai va tap trung
vao thinh giac da duvgc Panh thitc caa co6. Co chu tam nghe ngong va co co
thé nghe thay nhitng tiéng dap thinh thich cham — rat chdm ctia con tim
ong. Nha gia kim con song — nhung bao 1au nita? C6 md& mat nhin Ni¥ Phu
thay. “Co6 can chau lam gi?” c6 héi ngay.

Perenelle vui vé gat dau. Ba m@ rong hai ban tay va dat ching lén hai
bén dau chong. “Khi c6 con bé,” ba néi, déi mat nhin xa xam va mo mang.

“c6 da gap mot nguwoi dan ong tay moc cau, mat xanh, mac ao choang.”

Tsagaglalal hit m6t hoi. “Co da gap Than Chét! Toi khong biét chuyén
do.”

Nu cwdi cua Perenelle trong buén ba va u uan. “Ba biét 6ng ay a?”

Ba lao ttr tén gat dau. “T6i da gap ong ta & Danu Talis trwdc khi no sup
do...va lan nita, khi moi viéc két thic. Abraham biét 6ng ta.”

Sophie cham chdm quay lai nhin Tsagaglalal. C6 phadi di c6 vira néi ba da
¢ Danu Talis? Vay ba bao nhiéu tu6i? Nhitng ky tc va hinh anh r&i rac xuat
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hién va tréi di trong dau 6c co.

...cua mét nguoi phu nir tré xinh dep 6m chdt cuén sdch bia kim logi,
chay lén nhitng bdc cau thang khong biét ddu héi két cua kim ty thdp cao
kho tin. Nhitng nguoi khdc chay vuot qua ba, nguoi va khéng phdi nguoi,
qudi vdat va dong vat thao chay khi nhitng ma thuat hoang dd nhdy mua
trén dau ho. Mot sinh vat trum kim mdt xudt hién & dinh kim tw thdp. D6 la
mot nguoi dan ong voi moc cdu sang loang ¢ bén tay trdai dang mang mot
qud cau Itra xanh nhan nhat...

Giong noi cta Perenelle cat doan dong ky tc va mang Sophie quay vé
thoi hien tai. “Khi ba ngoai co6 mang c0 t6i gdp nguoi dan ong doi mi trum
c6 mdi 1én sau.” Dong dién trang nhw tinh khiét cia Perenelle nhé ra tw
nguoi ba, bao xung quanh ba, khoac 1én ngudi ba 6ng tdm 4o choang trang.
“O trong mot cai hang da pha 1é & by bién vinh Douarrnenez, 6ng dy da cho
co biét tredc twong lai cia minh. Va éng dy con néi cho c6 vé thé gidi, mot
thé gidi khong thé cé dwoc, mot thé gidi ctia phap thuat, vdéi nhitng giac mo
va nhitng tao vat tuyét mi.”

“Mot Veong quoc Bong t6i?” Sophie thi tham.

“Co da tin thé trong mdt thoi gian dai, nhung gio o biét rang ltc dé ong
ta dang mo ta thé gidi hién dai.” Perenelle lac dau va ba chuyén sang tiéng
Phap ro6i sau dé giong vung Breton cua thoi tho tré. “Nguwdi dan ong tay
moc cau da noéi véi co rang co sé gap dugc tinh yéu cua doi c6 va tré thanh
nguoi bat ti.”

“Nicholas Flamel,” Sophie néi, va mét lan nita nhin co thé bat dong trén
givong.

“Lic dbé c6 con qua tré,” Perenelle ndi tiép nhw thé khong nghe thay
Sophie noi gi. “Va du thoi do bon co tin vao phép thuat — chau nén nhg la
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lic d6 méi la dau thé ky muwdi bon — c6 cling biét con nguwdi khong song
mai dwgc. Co6 nghi nguoi dan 6ng do bi dién hodc bi thiéu nang... nhung
h6i d6 bon o coi trong ngwoi khac hon va luon lang nghe ho, dé y t6i
nhitng 10i tién tri cta ho. Nhiéu thé ky sau, co biét dugc tén nguwdi dan 6ng
tay moc cau do: Marethyu.”

“Than Chét,” Tsagaglalal nhac lai.

“Ong ay da tién doan cho c6 tir khi 6 con 1a mot dia tré rdng co sé két
hon...”

“v6i Nicholas,” Sophie 1am bam.

“Khong.” Perenelle lac dau khién c6 gai ngac nhién. “Nicholas khong
phai nguwoi chong dau tién cia c6. Con c6 mot ngwoi khac, 16n tudi hon co,
1a mot dia chu va mot chda dat quyen luc khong nhieu. Ong ta dd mat sau
khi ching ta két hon khong lau, va co trd thanh mot goéa phu giau cé. Co c6
thé chon bat ct ngudi dan 6ng nao — nhuwng c6 da 1én Paris va yéu mot cong
chitng vién khong mot xu dinh tdi tré hon c6 t6i mudi tudi. Lan dau c6 gap
Nicholas c6 nhé ra Marethyu da n6i rang doi c6 sé tran day nhitng cuén
sach va nhitng con chit. Va thé la c6 biét 10i tién tri da thanh sw that.”

Nhiét d6 trong phong da gidm xudng, t* mat chuyén qua lanh. Hoi thd
ctia Sophie tr@ thanh khoi tredc mat co, va cd phai c6 lam méi khong xoa
hai tay vao nhau cho am. Luong dién cta Nt Phu thay thoat khéi ngudi ba,
chdy ra dang sau va tao thanh hai doi canh 16n sau lung ba. Sophie cam
thay luong dién cta c6 kéu lach tach trén da, va khi c6 quay sang nhin
Tsagaglalal, c6 thdy nhitng dac diém trén khuon mat ba khé cé thé nhan ra
qua l6p swong mong. Gidong nhw N Phu thuy, ba dang khodc mdt &o
choang trang, khi c6 cti xudng nhin minh, chinh c6 ciing dang mac mét
chiéc 4o choang mau bac tir c6 t6i mat ca. Tay 4o dai che mat ban tay c6.
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“Marethyu — c6 da hau nhw quén mat nguwdi dan 6ng nay cho téi mot
ngay ong ta xuat hién & ctra hiéu ctia vg chong cd,” Perenelle noi tiép. Co
ap hai long ban tay vao dau chong khi ndi, nhitng sgi chi xanh tiv luong
dién cua ong bay ra ngoai v0 ra nhu bong bong. “DPo6 la mot ngay tht Tv —
cO c6 thé nhd ré6 nhw nd vira xdy ra ngay hom qua — bdi vi hom dé c6
khong ¢ cung vdi Nicholas trong ctta hang. Co6 khong nghi ngo gi viéc
Marethyu cha y xuat hién khi chi ay chi c6 mot minh. C6 vé nha va thay
ctra hiéu dong ctra du mdi la dau gio chiéu va mat troi chra tat nang. Can
phong 13p 10e sang — nén dt moi kich c& ¢ moi noi. Chu 4y dat ching trén
ban, xung quanh mot vat nhé hinh chit nhat nho bang kim loai. B6 la cuon
Codex, cudn sach ctia Nha thong thai Abraham. P4y la lan dau tién c6 nhin
thay no, anh sang phan chiéu ttr bia cuon sach ra nhu thé né la mét mat troi
thu nhd. Trudce khi Nicholas néi cho c6 biét tén cudn sach, co6 da biét no6 la
gi. Co chua tirng nhin thay n6, nhung c6 biét né ra sao.”

“Marethyu,” Tsagaglalal gat dau n6i. Nwdc mat lan xuoéng hai ma ba.
“Ong ta c6 nd.”

“Sao ba biét?” Sophie thi tham hoéi. Du ¢6 hoi nhung cau tra 16i dang
hinh thanh...

“V1 ta duva no cho ong ta,” Tsagaglalal noi, luong dién cta ba l6e sang.

Va ki trc dap manh vao Sophie.

Bdu troi bi xé tan bdi nhirng tia chdp, mdt dat boc lira, nhitng bac thang
kim tw thdp roi ra...va mgt nguoi phu ni¥ tré mdt xam ném cubn sdng bia

kim logi cho nguoi dan 6ng mot tay...

Siphie Iui xa chiéc ban va nhitng hinh anh bién mat.
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Can phong lanh nhw bang va moi thit bat dau dong da. Luong dién cua
Perenenelle bat dau chdy xudng san nhw thé swong mu trong khi phan con
lai ctia luong dién nhw d6i canh 16n dang vo trén vai ba. Nhitng sgi chi cta
luéng dién van xoan trén ngén tay ba trowcs khi chui vao dau Nicholas nhw
nhitng con sau.

“Lic Marethyu néi véi c6 rang chong c6 va c6 c6 thé tré thanh ngudi
bdo vé cudn sich bia kim loai c6 con la mot diva tré. Vg chong co sé la
nhitng con ngwdi cudi cling bdo vé vat quy gia dé. Ong ta néi cudn sach
chita dyng tri thitc cia ca thé gidi... nhung lan dau tién thay no, c6 biét do
khong phdi sv that. Trong do6 co rat it trang. Lam sao ma tri thitc ctia ca thé
gigi c6 thé chita dung dugc trong c6 hai muwoi moét trang sach? Rat lau sau
Nicholas va c6 mdgi biét dwgc bi mat ctia cuén Codex va nhitng cau chit
thay doi moi thit lién tuc caa né.”

“Co khong doc dugc a?” Sophie hoi, va khong choang khi nhan ra minh
dang dung cung thi* ngon ngit vdi Perenelle.

“Khong. Hai muwoi nam sau c6 méi doc n6i.” Lan da Perenelle anh 1én
anh sang trang. Nhitng mao mach héng hong ndi Ién ro rang trén tay ba, va
anh sang tap trung trong doi mat xanh cua ba, khién mau mat cua ba bién
mat, trong ba nhw thé bi loa. “That ra, tat cd nhitng gi Marethyu néi véi
chuing ta déu tré thanh sy thie...” Ba thd dai. “Cudi cung chi con lai mot 10i
tien doan chwa thanh su thuc thoi.”

“No6i cho ching t6i nghe di, Nt Phu thuy,” Tsagaglalal ndi. Luong dién
cta ba gio da bao kim ngudi ba, khodc 1én nguwdi ba chiéc bao nhu cua
nguwoi Ai cap, va bén dwdi lan da nhan nheo cia ba, Sophie thady lai dugc
hinh 4nh xwa kia cua ba, mot phu nit tré dep.

“Marethyu noi vdi t6i rang c6 mot ngay — trong twong lai xa, tai mot
vrong quoc chwa dugc dat tén — khi cd chong toi va toi déu can ké cai
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chét.” Giong cda Perenelle nghe nho nhe, voO cam nhwng nhitng giot nwdc
mat van lan trén ma ba. “Nicholas sé chét trudc, va hai ngay sau, t6i sé di
theo 6ng ay.”

Sophie chép mat va nhitng giot nwéc mat bang bac lan xuéng ma co. Co
khong thé twdng twong noi lam sao dé song vdi nhitng ky rc vé nhitng
ngwoi than da sang thé gidi bén kia. C6 sé thdy sg hai, hay thyc sy nhe
long?

“Marethyu héi t6i sé lam gi dé giip chong t6i song thém mdt ngay. Va
toi da noi rang toi sé lam...”

“Moi thit. Bat ké diéu gi,” Sophie thi tham, khong y thitc dugc ¢ da néi
nhitng tw do luc trede.

“Moi thit. Bat ké diéu gi,” Perenelle dong tinh. “Khéng cé thudc truong
sinh, c6 18 t6i chi song duwgc hai ngay nita.” Luong dién cua ba con sang
hon, do6i canh sai rong hon, vieon téi tan tran nha. “Marethyu néi rang t6i
khong thé cttu Nicholas than yéu cta t6i, nhuwng toi cé thé cho 6ng ay thém
mot ngay nita...bang cach chia sé cho 6ng dy mét ngay cua t6i.”

Sophie hép hép khong khi.

“Chau sé lam diéu twong tv véi em trai chau,” Perenelle n6i khong hé do
du.

Sophie run ray nhw thé cai gi dé lanh 1€o dang truedn vao trong xuwong
song. Cai gia cua tinh yéu la bat ¢t diéu gi...la moi diéu.

Ni* phu thiy nhin Sophie va Tsagaglalal va roi nhin lai c6 gai. “T6i can
ca hai nguoi gitp ta chuyén luéng dién cua ta sang cho Nicholas.”
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“Cach nao?” Sophie théd hat ra.

“T6i can hai nguwoi cho t6i luong dién cua hai ngudi.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI BA

Mot trong nhitng niém kiéu hanh ctia Scathach 1a khong c6 mot nha tu
nao cé thé gitt n6i co6 va khéng ban bé nao cia c6 cé thé bi giam cam trai
v6i y mudn. Nhung c6 da biét rang nha tu & Danu Talis rat khac biét. “T6i
dang nghi,” Scatty noi. “rdng ching ta dang gap rac r6i. Rac roi that day.”

Nt chién binh dang ditng trdc ctra hang ty nhién & vao vach miéng nui
ltra dang hoat dong. Hang nay la xa lim giam git¥ cO.

Trong sudt cudc doi dai cia minh, Scathach da bi giam cé ta lan.Nhung
chwa 1an nao nhu thé nay. Nt chién binh da bi san dudi va bi giam ham &
cac Vuong qudc bong téi nguy hiém chét nguwdi, bi bé lai nhitng hon dao
hoang va ty lo liéu cho ban than & nhitng noi biét l1ap nhat va nguy hiém
nhat trai dat. Co da thoat dugc khdi lau dai Elmina quy quai ¢ Ghana va da
tirng thoat khéi Cung dién Chateau d’If ¢ Dia Trung Hai.

Scatty nhin quanh. Nhitng vach da cao nhu thap cta ngon nui Itta co
hang tran hang dong. Hon mot nita dang dung dé giam git, s6 con lai chita
dwng xwong va quan ao ciia ngwoi chét.

Co0 quan sat nhitng chiéc vimana bay 1én, mui kim loai ciing 4t duwgc mui
lru huynh trong mot quang ngan. N6 dirng lai trudc mot hang dong khac va
co thdy Joan nhdy ra tir phi thuyén va di vao trong hang. Chiéc dia bay th
hai ha canh xuéng miéng nui l¥a dirng lai gan nhw trudc mat co6. Nap phi
thuyén bat m@ va Saint-Germain bi day vao hang. Nguwoi bat t& phai bui
trén nguwdi minh réi dwa mat tim c6 va Joan. Anh ta vay c6 va co6 vay lai.
Saint-Germain chum tay tredc miéng va hét 16n, nhwng nhitng tiéng dong
bén duwéi da at mat tiéng anh. Anh ta nhiin vai va bién mat trong hang, xuat
hién lai sau do, lac dau.
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Scathach chui vao hang cia minh dé xem xét. Xa lim ctia c6 — va c6
doan cta nhitng ngudi khac cling thé - giong hoc hon la hang. N6 chi cao
bang ngwoi c6 va chat dén noi co cé thé cham vao hai bén twong cung liic.
Co cwoi khi nghi toi hinh anh Palamedes & trong cai xa lim nhw thé nay.
Trir khi c6 nhitng xa lim to hon, khong thi chang ta sé chang thodi mai gi.
Khong c6 cira, ma ciing chang can ctra: ngay bén dwdi ctra dong — rat sau
bén duéi la 16p mac ma den dé xui bot. Tinh tit ctra hang tGi hét chi dugc
c6 ba budc chan ngan. Chi c6 Joan, nhé nhat trong nhém méi c6 thé nam
dugc. Nhitng anh sang nho hat 1én tir bén dwdi. Mui va nhiét do that kho cé
thé chiu noi.

Bong T6i khoanh tay trwdc ngue va nhin xung quanh. Khéng c6 thang
bac, thang day hay cau; cach duy nhat dé tdi dugc cac hang la dung dia bay.
Va c6 vira nhin thay chiéc cu6i cung bay khéi miéng nui lira.

Co nhin Saint-Germain va roi nhin Ién cho William Shakespeare dang
chu6i ngwoi ra tir bén trén nhin xuéng co6. Poi dién v6i 6ng ta la Palamedes
dang ng6i & miéng hang, chan du dwa. Co6 liéc nhin lén va thdy Joan dang
nhoai ngwoi ra mép hang nhin c6. C6 ay vay Bong t6i va Bong toi vay lai.
Tat ca déu nhin c6. Va Scathach biét vi sao.

Khi nao ban bé c6 gdp rac roi, Scathach ludén giai thoat cho ho. Co da
cttu Nicholas khoi nha tu Lubyanka & Mat- xo- co- va vai tiéng tredc gio
hanh hinh, giai cttu cho Saint-Germain — du c6 khong thyc su thich anh
chang nady 1dm — khéi nha t khét tiéng & Pao Ac Quy. Khi Perenelle bi
nhot & Thap Luan Don, Scathach da chién dau véi hang tram linh canh
trang bi t6i tan rang va t6i v6i ngwoi dang chd dgi c6. C6 mat chwa day ba
muoi phit dé citu Nt Phu thuy. Va tat nhién, c6 da chui vao tan trung tam
Rouen dé citu Joan khéi bi hoa thiéu.
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Co nam sdp xubéng xem xét vach da, tim kiém nhitng cho c6 thé dat tay,
dat chan nhung khong cé. Co quay nguwoi lai xem xét vach da trén dau
minh. N6 cling nhu thé dugc danh béng vay. C6 ngoi thang day, khoanh
chan ngbi theo tw thé dai sen va dat hai tay vao long. “Thit thach day,” c6
lam bam.

Thwong thi chi can sy hién dién cta Bong Toi cling ddam bao tu nhan
duwgc gidi thoat. Khi Hel bat Joan va 16i c6 vao Vuong quéc bong toi,
Scathach tuyén b6 c6 sé ditng trén cdy cau Gjallarbu truéc civa vao veong
quoc bong toi cia Hel ding nita dém. Néu Joan khong dugc tra tw do va
khong xay xudc gi, Scathach thé la co sé budc tiép trén cdy cau vang vao
Vuong quoc bong t6i. Khi ¢d6 xong viéc, co thé, toan bo thé gisi dé sé
chdng con gi ngoai cat bui. Thé la diing mot phut tredc niva dém, Hel phai
tw ho tong Joan tGi cay cau giao cho N chién binh.

Pa cudi roi xuéng dau c6 va c6 nhin lén. Joan nhin lén géc hang cach c6
muoi feet. “Theo thwdc do tir mot téi mudi, ching ta dang ¢ miic nao r6i?”
Nguoi Phap bat tir hét xudng.

Chung ta khong vuot qua ca thwdc do do roi, Scatty nghi, nhung c6 chi
néi “Ching ta viegt qua mic mudi hai, sap 1én mitc mwdi ba.” Co nhin thay
Nguwoi phu nit Phap nhuén may khong tin twéng. “Pugc roi, c6 thé la mudi

bon,” Scatty stra lai.

“THE thi chung ta may man la day khong phdi nha tu c6 thé gitt chan
dwgc chi,” Joan ndi, khong c6 chiit ché nhao trong do.

Trr viéc, day la nha tu duy nhat gitt duwgc chi, Scathach nghi.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI TU

Josh dirng chiéc thuyén mady lai triedc bén tau bang go cta Alcatraz, c6
gang tdi van tau nhat cé thé. Do ting la noi khach du lich xuéng tuyén.
Pong co dirng lai. Cau mé khéa lan nita va khéi dong lai mo6 to. C6 mot
tiéng kich nhung khong c6 gi xay ra. Cau nghiéng nguwdi ra kiém tra binh
xang. “Chung ta hét nhién liéu r6i,” cau quay lai goi Dee dang ndon oe ¢ bén
swon tau. Ngay khi nguy hiém vi 1i Nereid qua di, con say song lai tré lai.
“Ong c6 nghe thady khong?” Josh néi to hon dé thu hiit sy chd y ctia Phap
si. Cau kha hai long trwéc sw khé chiu cia Nguwdi Anh bat ti.

“Nghe r6i,” Dee théu thao. “Cau muén t6i lam gi day?”

“Y t6i 1a chting ta méc ket & day roi,” Josh néi “Lam sao ching ta ra ddo
duwgc néu...” cau bat dau noi, roi dirng lai.

Virginia Dare dang ngo6i trén cau tau, mot tay chong ra sau, déi ban chan
tran ban thiu dudi thang ra trude. Cay sdo go & tay trai c6. C6 an nhe né
vao moi, nhung néu nhw co c6 théi ra am thanh nao thi Josh cling chang
nghe thdy vi tiéng séng vo vao coc. Nguoi bat tir gat hét dong tdo bién ra
khoi nguoi. Va khi co gat mai toc den wot ra khoi mat, trong co qua la tré.
Co nhin Josh va mim cuwdi. R6i c6 dung cdy sdo chi ra vinh. “Tién thé, cau
lam tot 1am. Rét tot.”

“Sao co biét la t6i lam?” Josh hoi, 16i khen nggi khién d6i ma cau tng
héng.

“Tién si nguoi Anh kia khong lam gi tinh t€ nhw thé dugc dau.” Dare

cwoi toe toét. “Dee c6 thé goi sam chdp, hodc lam can nuwdc ca vinh nay.
Nhung 6ng ay khong biét y nghia cta tw kiém ché.”
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“Pang ra co cé thé gitp ching toi,” Dee gam ghé, ngoi thang day & cudi
dudi thuyeén.

“Pang ra em c6 thé,” Dare néi. “Nhung em chon khong lam.”

“T6i khong chac minh sé gap lai ¢6,” Josh né6i. “Va t6i khong bao gio
nghi sé nhin lai 6ng sdo ctia c6 nita,” cau néi thém, hat ham vé phia nhac
cu.

Virginia xoay nhe cdy sio bing tay trdi. “O, cdy sdo nay va tbi 1a ban
vong nién. Chung t6i c6 moi lién két. Toi ludn c6 thé tim ra nd. Va n6 ludn
quay vé tay t6i.” Dare lai cuwdi. “Li Nereid da sai 1am khi dinh chai véi n6
— khong ai ngoai t6i c6 thé st dung n6.” Guong mat ngwoi bat ti¥ bong
giong nhu deo mat na va nu cuwoi khién khuon mat c6 doc ac. “Gid Nereus
chi con bon chin thay vi nam mwoi nguwdi con gai.”

“Co0 giét co ta a?” Josh héi. Cau thay kho twdng twgng ndéi mot phu nit tré
thé nay c6 thé la mdot ké sat nhan.

Virginia lai xoay cdy sdo va trong mot lic cau nghi cdu da nghe thay
cung thi nhac con Nereid hat. “Ching ta da danh cap bai hat cta c6 ta,,
giong no6i cia cb6 ta. Gio cO ta bi cam r6i; co ta sé khong bao gio hat
dugc...va Nereus khong con can co ta nita,” Dare n6i ndt trong vui suéng.
Khi ¢06 ta cwoi, cay sdo nhai lai am thanh du cho né khong & gan miéng co.

“Nhung c6 khong dung luéng dién ctia minh?” Dare v6i héi khi 6ng ta
run ray tréo ra khoi thuyén. Ong dwa tay ra va Josh dua 6ng ta thanh kiém

da Excalibur va Joyeuse.

Dare uyén chuyén ditng 1én va dung cay sédo go vo vao vai 6ng ta. Trong
mot quang ngan khéng khi budi chiéu rung lén véi nhitng tiéng nhac dut
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doan. “Khong, tién si. Toi khong can dung luéng dién cuia toi. Cay sdo cua
toi c6 ho hang v&i may thanh kiém cua 6ng — c6 dai, 1au doi va can ban —
nhuwng khong giong ctia 6ng chi dung dé hay diét va chém giét, cay sao cta
toi 1a mot nhac cu tinh té. N6 con c6 thé tao ra sinh mang méi.” C6 quay
nguoi lai di trén cau tau tién vé phia bitc twong da c6 gan chiéc dong ho va
bién bio DPAO ALCATRAz son tréng trén nén nau. Co6 dirng lai truéc dong
h6 quay nguwoi lai doi dién véi mat troi, mat nham lai. “Cam giac t6t day.”

Josh cam hai thanh kiém da con lai — thanh Clarent va Durendal — dat
sau lung va leo ra khoi thuyén. “Thuyén hét nhién liéu r6i,” cau nhac lai va
di theo ho. “Chuing ta ket & day ro6i.”

“Té6i chirng nao chiing ta con nhitng thanh kiém thi khong dau,” Dee noi,
giong han vong lai trén bén cdng khong ngudi. “Néu ching ta sap bi 16 dia
diém, ching ta sé st dung luong dién va dung may thanh kiém tao ra cong
vom di téi bat ky dau...bat ky noi nao.” Giong han dot nhién tré thanh tiéng
thi tham. “...t&i bat ky thoi diém nao.” Han dirng lai nhu thé viva dam vao
dau.

Virginia m@ choang mat. “Tién si?”

Ca Josh va Dare déu nhin thdy mau sac dang bién mat trén khudén mat
nguoi bat ti, khién né cé vé bénh tat va xanh xao, vién moi han ta chuyén
mau xanh. Quang mat han chuyén sang mau cta vét tham lau ngay. Josh va

Dare nhin nhau lo sg.

“Tién si?” Virginia goi lai. CO vuon tay ra nam lay tay han. “John, anh
on chi?”

Dee chép mat, roi lai chdp, nhung du ong ta dang nhin thang vao
Virginia Dare nhung ro rang la ong ta khong thay co.
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“John,” Virginia noi, cé chut lo sg trong giong noi. Co rut tay tat manh
vao mat han

Dee lti lai r6i ddt tay 1én m4, noi con han nguyén vét tay Dare. Khi han
ta nhin Virginia, anh mat cia ong ta rat, rat dién loan — long den mé& rong
twong phan véi mau da xam ngoét cta han, doi mat han nhw thé da bi dot
chay thanh gidy. “O,” hin noéi, giong rat cdm xic. “0, anh 6n roi. That day.
Anh 6n r6i.”

Trudc khi Josh cé thé phan tich xem chuyén gi da xay ra, c6 tiéng budc
chan vong lai tir cong vom ohias bén phai ho. Ca ba quay lai, tay dat l1én vii
khi. Hai hinh béng xudt hién, chay nhanh vé phia ho.

“Gio dén luot cap doéi ky la nay,” Dee 1am bam.

Niccolo Machiavelli, trong van rat lich sy trong bo véc den ban thiu,
dirng lai tredc mit Phap sw Nguoi Anh. Ngwdi Y nhin ca ba, gat dau véi
Josh trude khi chuyén sy chi y sang Dee. “Dting 1a t6i nghe thdy tiéng ong,
hay tai toi lira t6i nhi? Khéng, 6ng khong 6n, Ts.Dee a,” Nguoi Y néi bang
tht tiéng Anh chuan xac va khong ngit diéu. “Nhin vao mat 6ng la biét.”

“Mat toi lam sao?” Dee thach thirc.

“Ong 1udn c6 anh nhin nay khi éng dinh lam gi d6 cuc ky ngu ngdc va
mang tinh huy diét hang loat.”

“T6i khong hiéu 6ng néi gi,” Dee noi. “T6i bi say song dy ma.”
“0, 6ng ay bj say séng,” Virginia néi kém mot nu cudi ngan. C6 budc ra
trwde chia tay ra véi ngudi Y. “Vi vi tién si ndy hoan toan quén mat phép

cuw x¥ va vo 1é khong gidi thiéu ai, t6i phai ty gidi thiéu minh thoi. T6i la
Virginia Dare.”
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Machiavelli nam 14y tay c6, r6i nghiéng nguwoi vé phia trowcs, nhe nhang
dat phét mot nu hon 1én tay co. “To6i rat vinh hanh dwoc gap co6, Co Dare.
T6i da nghe dén c6.”

Virginia nhin Billy va cwoi twei hon. “That vui degce gap lai anh ban ct
nay. Cau thé nao?”

“Cling 6n ma Dare.” Billy néi. Cau buwdc 1én mot budc va 6m c6 nhw 6m
mot nguwdi ban. “Toi thay kha hon nhiéu khi gap lai ¢6.”

“Hai nguoi biét nhau a?” Dee ngac nhién hoi ding cau Josh dinh héi.Ro6i
Dee nhan ra 13, tat nhién, ho cung la ngudi My bat tt, ho c6 thé gap nhau
mot vai lan.

“O, the Kid va em tirng c6 vai chuyén phiéu lvu véi nhau,” Virginia néi
va nhdy mat v6i cau thanh nién. “Pung khong, Billy?”

“T6i khong chac c6 nén goi d6 la phiéu Iwu khong,” Billy bén 1én cudi
néi. “Thuwong thi moi chuyén két thic cung viéc t6i bi ban hoac bi thuong
bai vai vat sac nhon.”

“Va toi da cttu cau,” Virginia nhac nhé anh ta.

“Vui that, moi chuyén luon ludn két thic nhw thé,” Billy néi.

Machiavelli quay lai v6i Josh va dudi tay ra. Josh nam lay tay 6ng ta cam
thdy si’c manh trong cdi nam tay d6. “To6i rat vui dugc gap lai cau,”
Machiavelli nhe nhang néi. Mat mot lic Josh méi nhan ra 6ng ta n6i bang

tiéng Y ma cau van hiéu dwgc. “T6i rat ngac nhién khi thay cau van & cling
anh ban ngwoi Anh nay.”
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“Tdi nghe thay day,” Dee gam ghé. “T6i néi duoc tiéng Y ddy!”

“T6i biét.” Machiavelli mim cwoi. “T6i chi dang nhac anh ban tré
Newman rang cau ta van c6 quyén lwa chon.”

Josh can trong 1gi va c6 gang lam dé khong biéu 16 gi. “Tdi cling rat vui
dugc gawpk 6ng.’ Josh trd 15i bing tiéng Anh. Cau thich ngudi Y ndy
nhiéu hon Dee. Machiavelli cé nhan tinh, cai ma Dee thiéu. “Sao hai nguoi
dén duoc day?” ong ta héi. “Cong vom hay...”

“Mdy bay.” Machiavelli tién t&i gan Billy hon. “Pay,” 6ng ta néi. “la
Josh Newman. Vang.” Ong nhin manh thém. “Va 1a mét trong hai ngudi
cua cdp song sinh trong tién tri.”

Billy bat tay Josh, Josh ngac nhién vi tay Kid lanh va thé rap. Cau ciing
nhan ra minh cao hon the Kid mot chuit.

“Toi chuwa bao gio nghi sé duge gap mot Vang,” Billy noi.

“T6i cling chwa bao gio nghi minh sé dwgc gap mot huyeén thoai,” Josh
néi. Cau phat hién minh dang cuwdi nhu ké ngoc, va cau phai c6 gang lam
mo&i binh tinh dwgce. Cau chi biét 10 mo vé Dare va machiavelli trowcs khi
gap ho va chua bao gio nghe vé Dee, nhung Billy the Kid lai khac. Anh ta

la m6t huyén thoai My. Cau 16n 1én v&i nhitng cau chuyén vé anh ta.

The Kid c6 vé nguwong. “That sy toi khong phai 1a huyén thoai. Gig, Wild
Bill, Jesse James, Geronimo hay Cochise mdi la nhitng huyén thoai.”

“0), t6i nghi anh m&i 1a huyeén thoai,” Josh buwéng binh néi.

Billy cudi toe toét. “O, chinh ban than cau ciing 14 mét huyén thoai d6
chit, ding khéng. Mot ngwoi trong cap song sinh huyén thoai — mot citu thé
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gidi, mot huy diét n6,” anh ta kéo dai giong néi. “Cau la cai nao?”

“T6i khong biét,” Josh nghiém tic néi. Du cau da nghe vé 16i tién tri tr
tuan trwdc, va cau chua bao gio ngirng nghi vé nhitng 10i d6. Mot citu thé
gidi, mot hiy diét né. Cau hy vong cau la nguwdi cttu né...nhung thé co6
nghia 13 chi géi cau s& hay diét thé gidi ndy. Y nghi dé khién cau choang
vang.

“Pi ndo,” Machiavelli néi vao. “chting ta phai nhanh lén.” Nguoi Y quay
nguoi lai va yéu cau ca nhém di theo 6ng. Ong di qua c6m vom dan téi
thap nuwdc. “Nereus dinh danh thitc Lotan,” 6ng ta ndi, 16p gach khién tiéng
ndi ctia 6ng vong lai. “T6i mudn ¢ dé6 xem moi chuyén xdy ra.”

Josh di sau Billy the Kid mot quang. “Lotan la cai gi?” cau hoi.

Billy cuoi. “Con quai vat bién bay dau.”

Josh quay lai nhin toan vinh. Mt con quai vat bady dau cé thé pha hay
toan thanh phd. Va nhitng manh ghép da vao ding vi tri trong 6c cau. Liéu
cau c6 phai ké mang dinh ménh huy diét trai dat? “Bdy dau 4?” cau lam

bam. “T6i phai xem mdi dwoc.”

“To6i cling thé,” Billy n6i. “T6i mudn 6ng ta danh thitc con kraken,
nhung ro rang la chung qua nha.”

Virginia ditng sau hai nguwdi thanh nién dé dogi Ts. John Dee. “Anh dang
c6 am muu gi db,” c6 néi, khong hon thi tham 1a bao. “John, em ciing thay

cai Machiavelli thay.”

“Anh dang suy nghi.” Dee cuwdi hai hudc, trong mot 1at trong han kha tré
trung. “Fortis Fortuna adiuvat,” han néi.
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“Anh phai noi lai bang tién Anh. Em khéng dugc dao tao bai ban lam &
vung ring U Bac Carolina dau.”

“Nguodi diing cam sé gdp van may.” Han xoa xoa ma vi n6 van doé do ct
tat cia c6. “Anh mdi ndy ra y méi. Mot y twéng liéu linh va tdo bao.”

“Y twong liéu linh va tdo bao cudi cung ctia cu6i cung dau coé t6i dau
dau,” Virginia nhac nhd han.

“Lan nay khac.”
“Lan cubi cung anh noi thé, anh suyt thiéu rui cad Luan Bo6n.”

Dee 10 ¢06 ta di. Han lai xoa ma. “Sao em danh anh manh thé. Anh nghi
anh mat cd miéng thit r6i.”

“Tin em di,” Virginia cuoi, “thé chwa phai manh dau.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI LAM

Aten, Chua té cua Danu Talis da ditng trén n6c Lau Dai Mat Troi quan
sat chiéc vimana bay 1én khéi Huracan, nha tu trén miéng nui lira.

“Khong ai thoat duvgc chi?” ong ta hoi, hoi ngudce nhin len.

“Khong ai thoat dugc dau anh. Nhitng anpu ctia em da bat dugc ching
dé dang.”

“Con nguoi dan ong tay moc cau?”
“Bi tach ra khoi nhitng ngudi con lai, theo nhw 1énh cta anh.”

Aten quay mat doi dién vGi ban. Tirng c6 thoi nguwdi ta khong thé phan
biét ho, nhwng gan day, sy Bién doi da xdy ra vGi cac Elder da xdy ra vdi
Aten,kéo dai s, miii va ham 6ng, lam moi 6ng day hon, mat sau hon, khién
cho khuén mat 6ng khong can déi. Gid 6ng phai mac do choang mii rong,
tay dai dé che di sy di dang ctia minh.

“Chung ta nén giét chiing di cho xong chuyén,” Anubis néi. Sy bién do6i
cling da xdy ra trén co thé ong ta. Gidng nhut anh minh, Anubis titng dep vo
cung, nhung gio rang 6ng dai ra nhu nhitng sinh vat 6ng tao ra ¢ phong thi
nghiém dwéi long dat, mau sac lan da mau dong ctia 6ng gid 16m dém den,
van lén nhitng mach méau do nho li ti. B6i vGi ho gio viéc néi nang cling
kho khan va ca hai biét hg sé sém khong con néi duge nita. Khong gidng
Aten, ludn c6 giau nhitng Bién doi di, Anubis - giong nhu da s6 cac Elder
khac — lai treng né ra nhw mét biéu twgng cua long kiéu hanh.

“Giét ho a?” Aten ngac nhién ndi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Giét ching. Cach gidi quyét nhanh nhat cho mot van dé luon la loai bé
no di.”

“Nhung em trai a, néu ching ta giét ho,” Aten néi. “ching ta sé mat di
co hoi quy gia nhit cho mang song cta ching ta. Abraham néi ho tdi twr
twong lai.”

Anubis ¢6 nh6é nwéc bot nhung khong duge. Cudbi cung 6ng ta danh
nghién ring néi. “Chiing ta ciing nén giét ca hin ta nita.” Ong ta ditng canh
anh trai nhin vé thanh phé va ngon niii Itra.

“Niém ham mé khoa hoc cia em & dau r6i?” Aten nhe nhang hoi. “Anh
nhd 1a khi em con nhé, niém dam mé cia em la khéng c6 giGi han co ma.”
Anubis x0e ban tay. Nhitng ngon tay cua ong cong queo lai thanh nhitng
mong vuodt, nhitng méng tay dai va den. “Anh xem né dan em tGi dau day
nay. EM dang tré thanh quai vat. Chac nhitng thi nghiém em theo mot cach
nao dé da dau déc em va dnh huwdng tdi sy Bién doi cia em. Dang ra ching
ta phdi giong nhau, ding khong anh trai?”

“Abrahm néi rang sy Bién doi don gian chi la cho ching ta thay ching ta
thue s la gi,” Aten 6n ton noi.

“Vay em thye sy 1a thé nay ha?” Anubis cau nhau.

Aten buéc ra khoi bitc twong thap chay tir noc lau dai va di vao tang mot
ctia khu vudn treo khéng 16 ctia cung dién hoang gia. Ong khong dinh néi
vd&i Anubis rang ong ta dang bién thanh con quai vat dau ché éng ta da tao

ra mot ngan nam vé truedc. “Di dao véi anh,” 6ng ra 1énh.

No6c vueon — Nguyét Uyén — duwge chia thanh bdy vong tron riéng biét,
moi vong c6 mot mau riéng biét va maot loai hoa riéng biét. Aten budc vao
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vong tron dau tién, kéo chat 4o choang vao nguwdi, nham mat va hit mot hoi
sau. Pung trong vong tron, cai da tao nén mai lau dai, la nhitng bong hoa
sun — hon mot ngan loai hoa khac nhau da tu tap vé day tir khap noi trén
trai dat — va ong co6 thé phan biét ti'ng loai nhd mui hwong dac trung cua
chung.

“Em trai a, dirng lam gi v@i nhitng vi khach ctia ching ta,” ong noi,
phang phat chiit quyén uy trong dé. Ong biét Anubis thira kha ning 16ng
hanh sau lvng 6ng. “Em phaéi cho ho an uéng. Khéng dwgc tham van ho -
anh sé tr lam.”

“Aten, liéu thé c6 sang sudt khong?”

Vi chia té cua Danu Talis khong hé quay lai, nhe nhang néi. “Em trai,
ding thach thitc anh lan nita. Hay nhé nhitng gi da xdy ra cho nhitng nguoi
anh em khac ctia ching ta. Em hdy lam nhitng gi anh n6i, khong héi nhiéu.
Néu c6 gi xdy ra vdi khach cta ching ta, em sé la ngwoi chiu trach nhiém.”
Ong quay lai va bat gip cai nhin hén xwoc trén khudn mit cidu em. “Em
nghi anh dang yéu di, ding khong?” Aten ttr ton hoi.

Anubis buéc 1én. Ong dang mic 4o choang 1w6i tay dai téi mét ca chan.
No6 bay ra sau khi ong di, canh sac ctia chiéc do choang chém qua nhitng
bong hoa xung quanh, hily hoai ching. Ong quy mét chan trugc Aten va
cti nguwoi. “Em da quan sat anh chién dau v6i Nhitng Nguwoi Co dai va
nhitng Archon. EM da san du6i Chua bBat cung anh. Anh da tri vi toan bd
dé ché nay. Chi c6 ké ngdc méi dam nghi anh hén nhat hay yéu duoi.”

“Thé em dung lam ké ngoc!” Aten cui nguoi, an tay 1én ba vai ran chac
cta cau em an xuong. Con ngwoi d6i mat vang det cua 6ng nhiu lai nhin vé
dwong tron cubi chan troi. “Nhung nhitng gi em khong néi cling 1a nhitng
gi ta da lam cach day lau r6i. Anh da khong chinh chién trong tdm tram nay
roi.”
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“Sao ching ta phéi x6ng tran khi ching t6i c6 lii anpu chién dau cho
ching ta?” Anubis héi, c6 gang gii* cho giong déu déu, du cho trong mat
anh mat van anh 1én noi so.

“Em nghi rdng anh song & day da lam anh yéu mém hon,” Aten néi nhw
thé khong nghe em trai néi. “Em nghi sy Bién do6i da lam anh yéu dudi,”
ong noi thém, nhitng ngén tay bam chac vao vai ngudi anh em, 4n manh
ong ta xuong nén da cam thach. “Va mét vi vua tri vi yéu dudi c6 thé dé
dang bi thay thé va tiém quyén bdi ngwoi manh hon. Mot ngudi nao dé
giong em. Nhung em da quén, em trai a, rang anh cé rat nhiéu tai mat trong
thanh ph6 nay nhu hoa trén mai nay. Anh biét em da ndi cai gi, anh biét em
am muu gi.” Aten 16i Anubis xuéng mai duwéi va an ong ta xuoéng. “Em
nhin xuéng di,” 6ng ra lénh. “Em thdy gi?”

“Khong thay gi...”
“Khong thay gi? Vay em mu roi. Em nhin lai di.”

“EM thay ngudi, bé nhé khi nhin ti* khodng cach nay. Nhitng con nguoi
chang chang c6 gi xuat ching.”

“Nhitng nguwdoi binh thwong, ding, nhung ho la than dan cia anh, nhitng
nguwoi anh phéi lo lang. Khéng phai cia em. Khong bao gio la ctia em.”
Aten an em trai gan hon xuéng vach twong. “Néu em hdi anh lan nita, anh
sé giét em. Néu anh thdy em am muwu gi chong lai anh, anh sé giét em. Néu
em noi vé anh hay hoang hau ctua anh tréc cong ching lan nita, anh sé giét
em. Anh no6i thé em hiéu chwa?”

Anubis gat dau. “Anh sé giét em,” 6ng ta lam bam.
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Aten ném Anubis vao ho sen trang. Hwong thom cta né khién nguoi ta
phat 6m. “Em la em trai anh. Anh biét anh n6i cdu nay sé khién em ngac
nhién, nhung anh yéu em. D6 ciing la ly do duy nhat khién em séng sét t6i
tan hom nay. Gio mang nguoi dan ong tay moc cau tdi day.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI SAU

Hai thanh nién téc bong dau dang ditng dwra nguwdi vao bite twong toa nha
Esmiol San Francisco quan sat ngudi dan ong to 16n lao dao di tir con pho
hep do6i dién roi 6ng ta di ditng binh thwong lai, tride khi queo trai va di
thang xudng phé Broadway. Thuong chiing sé né nhitng ngudi to 16n hay
nhitng ga trai tré khée manh,ching thich trom do cta phu nit, nhithg 6ng
lao hoac tré em hon, nhung hom nay chon ga say nay nhue mot ngoai lé.
Nhitng ga say bao gio chang dé. Khong thém li€c nhin ngwdi con lai, chiing
ding thang ddy va bam theo ngwdi dan 6ng xuéng pho.

“Thay cach lao ta di chit. Chac 6ng ta phai phau thuat gi d6 ¢ hong roi,”
Larry néi. Ga la mé6t thanh nién gay go bat thwong cé hinh xam mang nhén
¢ bén tai. “Ba tao cling di nhw thé.”

“Hodc phai thay dau gb6i,” ban gd Moo ndi. Mo co bap va chac nich,
nguc nd va eo nhé. Han deo khuyén tai hinh dao cao mau vang & tai phai.
“Ong ta khong di thdng chan néi. Nhin kich ¢& cta l3o ta di; tao ca ldo ta
tirtng choi bong da. Co thé bi gay chan.” Ga cudi toe nhe nhitng chiéc rang
xau xi. “Thé nghia la 1ao ta khéng chay noéi dau.”

Larry va Mo di nhanh, lach qua dong ngudi mot cach nhe nhang. Hau hét
nhitng nguoi di bo & khu nay déu biét tiéng hai ga.

Hai ga thanh nién du6i theo doi twgng va ding lai tredc mot civa hiéu
lam dep nho, nhin qua dwong danh gia doi twgng. Ching lam tro nay lau
r6i, nén ching chi nham vao nhitng ngudi cé gi dé gia tri ma trém. Nhitng
nguoi khac chi tén thoi gian vo ich.

“Ldo ta to day,” Larry noi.
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Mo gat. “Rat to con,” ga dong tinh. “nhung gia ro6i...”

“Ong gia d6 c6 ci 4o khodc dep d6,” Larry néi tiép. “dang nhitng tay
dua xe ngay xua.”

“Rat dep. Bang mot mon tién nhi.”
“Poi giay cling dugc. Trong con mai do.”

“That lvng da 6n, mat that lwng qua 6n,” Mo néi. “Giéng mau thiét ké
cta hang helmet. Tao sé 1y nd.” Han noi thém.

“Nay, thé khong cong bang, may da 1ay dong ho cua ga lan trwdc roi.”

“Con may lay cai vi ctia ba nao dé6 lam qua sinh nhat cho ba may. Chiing
ta hoa r6i.”

Dot nhién ngwoi dan 6ng ngodt huwéng di loang choang qua duong,
khong dé y gi tGi nhitng chiéc xe dang lao dén, tién thang t&i ché Larry va
Mo. Hai ga thanh nién quay ngwoi lai nhin vao ctta s6 hiéu lam dep, quan
sat hinh anh phén chiéu cia nguoi say trén kinh ctta. Gi¢ lao ta da di gan
hon, chiing c6 &n twong sau sdc hon veé kich ¢& ctia 1d0. Ong ta khéng 19,
con to hon vi dong quan o qua khé cia minh: quan bo xanh, 4o phong
rong ting la mau trang nhuwng gio chuyén sang mau xam kho6 xac dinh,
khoac ngoai chiéc do khodc mau kim loai ctia nhitng tay di m6 t6. Mot
chiéc khan 16n mau trang den c6t khit quanh dau lao, con déi mat gidu dudi
cdp kinh ram kiéu phi cong.

“Cua hang Ray-Bans a?” Larry hoi, c6 gang quan sat xem cdp kinh ctia
nguoi dan ong kia c6 16 go cua hang & bén gong kinh phai khong.
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“Tao ca la ctia Knockoffs. Nhung ching ta sé 1ay ching di r6i ban cho
khach di lich lay ty tién.”

Chung quay lai khi ga dan 6ng 1é buéc qua vdi doi chan thang do. Hinh
dang sau do khodac 6ng ta la hinh chiéc mi tru giong vdi trén mat that lung.
Hai chiéc dinh tdn mau xanh va dé khién doi mat hinh ngwoi chién binh 16i
ra tw trong chiéc md tru.

“Lao la dan dua xe,” Larry n6i va lac dau. “Dan dua xe lam chuyén lam.
Tao nghi chiing ta nén dé lao di.”

“Thé xe 1ao dau?” Mo hoi. “Tao khong nghi han chi la mdt lao gia béo
thich an mdc banh choe thoi.”

“Cé thé ldo van la mot tay dua. Du mot tay dua c6 gia di nita van gay
duoc kho khan day.”

“Pung, nhung ching ta con gay khé dé hon.” Mo 16i ti* dwdi 4o ra mot
dong ong deo & cap quan. “Khong ai hon ching ta khi ching ta c6 anh ban

kim loai nay & day.”

Larry gat dau hoai nghi. “Ching ta sé di theo, nhung chiing ta chi tan
cong ldo ta néu ching ta c6 co hoi tir dang sau. Péng y khong?”

“Dﬁng }’7.”

Ho quan sat nguwoi dan ong dot ngot ré trai vao hém Turk Murphy Lane,
mot con hém nhé néi pho Broadway va Vallejo.

“Oi mén oi, c6 ngudi sé mong chd dwge nhw thé nay.” Mo cudi. “Hom

nay la ngay may man cua ching ta.” Ga dap tay véi Larry va di xudng
dwong Broadwa theo nguwdi dan 6ng mac ao da. Ching tham chi con chang
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vach ra ké hoach. Chiing sé tdn cong lao gia @ mot doan duong vang, lay 4o
khodc, giay, that luvng va tién néu c6, sau do6 bo chay. Ching di cham lai
trwdc khi ré vao duwong Vallejo, ké cho Turk Murphy Lane déi dién véi s@
canh sat trung tam. Larry va Mo biét nhitng con ph6é va khu phu can
Chinatown nhw long ban tay, va ching sé cao chay xa bay néu ai dé phat
hién ra lao ta va bao dong.

“Hay nhd,” Mo néi. “madt that lvng la cta tao.”
“Pugc roi — Lan sau dén luot tao chon, du cé...”

Nhung khi hai ga ré vao géc khuat, ching thay nguoi dan ong to 16n kia
dang ding trén via he cho chung.

Mot ci dam ha thang vao bung Larry. Nguwoi dan ong nhac han 1én va
ném han bay hai muoi foot vao mot chiéc xe. Kinh chan gi6 v& niit va coi
chong trom ha 1én am 1.

Khong mot ngudi qua dwdng nao ban tam nhin xudng.

Mo 16i 6ng sat ra nhung dot nhién mot ban tay to 16n tim 14y dau ga. Va
bop manh. Con dau qua sttc chiu dung. Cac chdm den nhdy nhét tredc mat
gd va chan han run 1én. Han dang 1é da roi nhung nguwdi dan 6ng van nam
lay dau han. Mo quan sat 1ao gia — va dot nhién trong lao khong gia dén thé
nita — cam thanh sat 1én, ngtti va liém né bang cai lwdi den nhu than va bop
né nhw b6p mét lon nho ré6i ném sang mot bén. Nguwoi dan 6ng m& miéng
néi nhung di 6ng ta néi gi déu khong thé hidu néi. Ong ta néi di néi lai, st
dung vai thit ngon ngtt cho t6i khi... “gio nguoi nghe ra chwa?”

Mo c6 1am md&i quang quac dugc vai tiéng.
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“Nguwoi nén lay lam hanh phtic vi hom nay tam trang ta tot,” ngwoi dan
ong noi. “Ta dang tim duong.”

“Puong &4?” Mo théu thao.

“Puong.” Nguoi dan ong tha tay va Mo roi tring twong. Ga an hai tay
vao so chac rang han c6 thay nhitng diu tay to 16n han trén dé.

“Puong hudng,” nguwdi dan 6ng nhac lai. “Ta can tim mot dia chi gan
day,” 6ng ta lam bam roi 16i ra to gidy tw tii do khoac. Mo bat ngd tan
cong, dinh dung mdt cd karate ha thang vao c6 hong lao. Nhanh nhw chép,
nguwoi dan ong tém lay tay Mo, nam 1dy va ném tra canh tay dap vao nguc
gd. Luc dap khién Mo dap lai vao twong, dau dap vao gach. “Pirng ngu
ngdc thé,” ngwdi dan ong 16n néi tiéng rén vang. Ong ta dwa ra mdt mau
gidy trrdc mat cau thanh nién. “ngwoi cé biét cho nay & dau khong?”

Mo mat vai gidy méi tap trung, mai nhitng con chit viét bang nét chir tré

con m@i rd hinh 6 chir. “C6.” Gigng ga chi con la nhitng tiéng thi tham sg
hai. “Co.”

“Di bp hay di xe?”

“Ta c6 giong di xe khong?” nguwoi dan ong gam lén. “Nguwoi cé thdy
chiéc xe ngra nao quanh day khong?”

Mo khé khan nuét nwdc bot. Nguwe ga dau, ga thdy khé thd va dau van
ong ong vi cu dap vao twong. Nhung ga thé da nghe thdy nguwdi dan 6ng noi

“xe ngua”.

“Chi duong di.”
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“Ong di theo con ph6 Broadway ndy, t&i duwdng Scott —né & bén trai dng.
Dia chi ctia 6ng ¢ gan khu do.

“Xa khong?”

“Cling khong gan lam,” Mo n6i c6 mim cuwoi. “Thwa ngai, ngai sé cho toi
di ch&? T6i khong lam gi ngai ca.”

Nguoi dan 6ng gap to gidy lai nhét vao tdi quan. “Khong lam gi ta,
nhung cau va cau ban cta cau da danh cap vai thit cua nguoi khac. Cac
ngwoi la moi nguy hai cho nhitng ngwdi xung quanh.”

Cau thanh nién dinh m& moém néi déi nhung nguwdi dan 6ng thao kinh
Ray Bans ra cho vao trong tii d0. P6i mat xanh dén kinh ngac khéa vao
khudon mdt ga thanh nién. “Nguoi noi cac ban ngwoi — hay nhitng nguoi
giong nguoi, bdi vi ta khong chac ngwoi c6 ban — rang ta da trd lai, va ta sé
khong tha thit cho may tro tan cong nay.”

“Quay lai? Ong la ai? Ong dién roi..”

“Khong dau.” Nguoi dan 6ng cwdi, Mo nhan ra ham rang 6ng ta sac lem
nht rang nanh ma ca rong. LuwGi ong ta den si tho thu ra ngoai nhitng chiéc
nanh. “No6i vdi ban nguoi 1a Mars Ultor da trd lai.” R6i 6ng ta nam lay ao
Mo, nhac han 1én khoi mat dat va ném han 1én trén ngudi thang ban. Coi
bao dong 6 to6 chét ngam.

Mars Ultor quay nguoc lai duwong Broadway, tim kiém duong Scott va
Tsagaglalal.
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CHUONG HAI MUOI BAY

Sophie theo ban nang biét diéu Perenelle dang doi héi noi co 1a sai, du c6
khong biét vi sao. Nhitng ky tc va hinh dnh md& nhat nhat hién 1én nhdy
mua trong dau 6c co, nhwng khi d6i mat xanh lo sang ctia Nit Phu thay
dang nhin c0, c6 kho tap trung dugc. “C6 mudn chau cho c6 luéng dién cua
chau?”

“0, mot it thoi...”

“Lam thé nao...tai sao?” Sophie khong nam 1ay ban tay Ni phu thay
dang xoe ra.

“Sophie, chau la Bac vGi quyén nang ménh mong,” Perenelle gidi thich.
“Chéau sé dat tay 1én tay co va c6 sé dung luéng dién cia chau dé ho trg cho
luéng dién cua co6 trong khi c6 chuyén nang lwgng song cua co6 vao cha ay.
CO c6 thé ty lam nhung c6 thé luong dién cha c6 sé qua tai va co sé bi dot
chdy. Néu chau va Tsagaglalal gitip d& co c6 sé an toan.”

“Sophie,” Tsagaglalal nhe nhang n6i. “lam di. Chau lam diéu nay vi thi
tot dep nhat.”

“Co sé lam gi?” c6 gai tré van con nghi ngai héi.
“Bao boc Nicholas bang luong dién cua c6.”
Sophie c6 gang tap trung. C6 nhd lai lic Ba phu thiy Endor bao boc ¢6

trong khong khi. Du c6 khong bao gio nghi tGi viéc do tredc day, nhung co
nhan ra gio c¢6 can nhiéu hon khéng khi — Zephaniah da bao Sophie trong
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luéng dién cua ba va chuyén ché c6 khong chi sitc manh ctia ba ma con sy
hiéu biét va ky ttc nita.

“Sophie, ching ta khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian,” Perenelle ndi, c6 chit gian
dir trong giong ndi ba. “Co khong thé lam mdt minh dwogc.”

“Sophie,” Tsagaglalal déu déu néi. “Nicholas dang chét.”

Du van khong thoai mai v6i chuyén nay, Sophie ciing chia tay phai ra
cho Perenelle nam lay. Nhitng ngén tay ba rat khoe, ban tay va ngén tay ba
chai san.

Dot nhién Sophie biét t&i nhitng ky rc khong phai ctia c6, n6é khién co6
ban than khong ddm nam tay Perenelle. Sau nhitng ngay vira qua, c6 khong
hoan toan tin twéng N phu thay. Va trong khi cé rat nhiéu diéu co biét vé
Perenelle, lai c6 nhitng suy nghi va quan diém vé viéc Ba phu thuy x&
Endor khong muén nguoi bat ti kia tiép can gan vdi ky e ctia ba. Co
khong biét vi sao. Nhung néu nhitng ngay vira qua day co diéu gi, thi dé la
hay tin vao ban nang ctia minh.

“Con bo hung, Tsagaglalal,” Perenelle nai.

Sophie quay sang nhin di Agnes nang con bo hung vang cham khac tinh
sdo ra khoi chiéc ké g6 va nang bang ca hai tay. Trong gidy phit c6 cham
vao no, vat dé phat anh sang xanh lo am ap va luéng dién trang cuda
Tsaglalal 1ap loe phat sang téa ra nhitng sgi chi mau ngoc bich. Con bg toa
anh sang mau xanh ngoc bich 1ap loe, dot nhién tat ca nhitng diu vét cua
tudi tac trén khuon mat ba lao khong con, ba tré lai tré hon va xinh dep la
thuwong. No lai dap tiép Tsagalalal lai tré thanh di Agnes ma Sophie biét.

Sophie nhin nguwoi phu nit, va nhd ra...
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Tsagaglalal ngoi doi dién véi mot nguoi dan 6ng deo mdt na vang che
nita khuén madt...trix viéc do khong phdi mdt na. Da thit cua o6ng ctrng thanh
kim logi. Ong néng niu trén déi tay — mét bén la da thit binh thudng, mét
bén la vang — mét con bo hung. Ong tir tir ddt né vao tay Tsagalalal, cup
tay ba lgi. “Em la Tsagaglalal,” 6éng ndi, giong tram dm. “Em la Gidm
quan. Tt gio va mdi mdi vé sau. Tuong lai cua loai ngudi ndm trong tay
em. Hdy bdo vé no.”

Sophie chép mat thay...

Tsagaglalal ditng trudc hai c6 gdi mdt xanh téc dé ruc: Aoife va
Scathach. Hai c6 gdi trong trang phuc chién binh, d6 da hodng ctia viing
Dai Bong Bdng. Pdng sau ho, khoi boc 1én tir chién truong, voi nhitng xdc
chét ctia nhitng sinh vdt chdng hdn va nguoi hay qudi. Mot trong hai c6
gai, c6 nho hon c6 nhitng tan nhang trén miii, buéc lén truéc nhan con bo
hung ngoc bich tir nguoi phu nit dugc biét tdi voi cdi tén Gidm Quan. RGi
c6 gdi quay nguoi gio con bo lén cao, nhitng chién binh bén quanh c6 ho
to: “Scathach!”

Sophie quan sat nhitng hinh anh dang lwvgn vong xung quanh nhuw thé ....

....Aoife mdc do trum mau den va xam, chui ra khoi ctra toa thdp va roi
xuoéng hao nuéc lanh nhw dd. Ngay trudc khi c6 bién mat dudi lan nudc
xdm, c6 cam trong tay con bo mau ngoc bich c6 trém duoc.

Sopie biét trong sudt dong thoi gian, nam thang trong qua khit tréi qua
tredc mat cb chi trong vai gidy. Gio khuén mat c6 gai téc dé mat tan nhang

da chuyén thanh hinh dnh mot phu nit tré va...

...Scathach, mdc do 16ng, chay trong rirng tre nhitng miii tén den xi bay
xuong nhw mua. C6 cam mét thanh kiém cong & mét bén con con bo hung ¢
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tay kia. Bdng sau cb, Aoife lao qua rirng tre véi mot dbi qudn qudi vdt da
xanh dang dudi theo.

Nhitng ky @¢c ta vé, nhitng hinh anh nay lao theo nhitng hinh anh khac,
cua...

Scathach quy xuéng trudc mét cdu trai mdc do hoang gia Ai Cdp, co xoe
ban tay dang tdng cdu con bo xanh ngoc bich.

...lai Scathach, ditng trudc hinh hai bat dong cua cdu trai kia, Cdnh tay
cdu bdt chéo trudc nguc, c6 nhe nhang go con bo ra khéi tay cau. C6 ddt
no lén moi ddt lén do mot nu héon va khoc cho mot nguoi ban, vi vua tré
tubi Tutankhamen. C6 nhitng tiéng ho hét. Bong toi quay nguoi lai trén qua
duwong cira sé khi doi qudn bdo vé hoang gia Nubian xéng vao phong. Ho
doén c6 vao sa mac trong ba ngay truéc khi c6 bién mat.

Nhiéu hinh dnh hon, qua nhanh, qua nhiéu khuén mat va dia diém — roi
dot nhién, do la...

Perenelle, trong trang phuc thanh tao cta thé ky mudi chin ctng
Nicholas don nhdn mét hop qua twr tay Scathach, nguoi dang mdc trang
phuc qudn dbi cua nam gidi, vdi mét thanh kiém bén hong. “Vi sao cé lai
dua téi con bo v6 dung nay,” nguoi phu nir Phdp ndi cting mét tiéng cuoi
khi mo hop.

Sophie chdp mat thay...
Perenelle, gio’ dang mdc trang phuc dau thé ky hai muoi, doi mét chiéc
mii réng vanh, dua ctung mét chiéc hop cho Tsagaglalal, Gidm quan. Bén

canh ho, tro tan cua San Francisco hién hién lén sau mét trdn dong dat hdi
hting.
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Nhitng ky rc nhoa di va Sophie m& mat nhin ba lao dwa con bo hung cho
Perenelle. “T6i da biét vat nay trong vong muoi ngan nam,” Tsagaglalal
noi, “du n6 khong phai s hitu cta téi, nhung khong sém thi mudn né lai
trd vé bén t6i. T6i thwong ty hoi tai sao. Liéu t6i — liéu nhitng Nguwdi bao
ho khac — co phai dang gitt n6 cho giay phut nay?”

Perenelle nguwéc 1én. “T6i nghi ba, cling nhw nhiéu nguwdi khac, sé biét.”

Tsagaglalal lac dau. “Khi 6ng ay dwa n6 cho t6i, 6ng ay néi toi dang nam
trong tay twong lai cia nhan loai. Nhung 6ng ay ciing thuong noi nhitng
cau nhuv thé. Nhiéu lic 6ng ay rat hay to ra nghiém trong.”

N{it phu thay nhin vat thé cham khac, quay né ra anh sang dé ngam nhin
tirng chi tiét. “Khi Scathach dwa né cho t6i trong sinh nhat thit nam tram,
toi dé dua la co ay cho toi con bo vat di. Nt chién binh da tra 16i. “Vat vt
di c6 gia tri hon nhitng kim loai c6 gia tri khac. Ba khong thé trong cdy trén
dong vang.” Perenelle nhin Tsagaglalal. “T6i da khong biét no gia tri va co
xwra dén thé nao.”

Tsagaglalal lac dau. “To6i cling khong biét, du 6ng dy dwa né cho toi
trwdc khi dwa toi cudn sach.”

Sophie nhiu may. “Ai dwa cho di con bo vGi cuén sach co?” Mot cai tén
nay ra trong oc co. “Co phai Nha thong thai Abraham khong?”

Tsagaglalal buon rau gat dau réi cudi. “Pung, dung la Abraham nhung ta
khong goi dng ay 1a nha thong thai. Ong ay khong thich cai tén hiéu d6.”

“Di goi 6ng ay thé nao?” Sophie hoéi. Tim c6 dot nhién dap rén 1én khién
c6 khong thd noi.

“Di goi ong dy la chong.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI TAM

Billy the Kid nhin khap lwgt can phong 16n, khap cac xa lim ngam nhin
cac sinh vat dang say ngu. “y toi 1a, téi da séng trén trai dat kha lau, nhung
t0i chwa bao gid thay nhitng thit nhw thé nay.” Anh ta dang nhin mét ngudoi
dan 6ng da xanh co bap v6i mai téc den ram ri va hai céi st'ng cong hai bén
dau. “Ong thay chwa?” anh ta héi Niccolo Machiavelli.

Machiavelli liéc nhin nhanh vao xa lim. “Pay la quy oni,” 0ng ta ndi.
“MOot con quy cua Nhat,” ong ta noi thém trwdc khi Billy kip hoi. “Nhitng
con mau xanh rat kho6 chiu, nhung nhitng con mau dé con kinh khting hon.”
Nguoi Y tiép tuc nhin doc hanh lang nha ti, tay chip sau lung, doi mit xam
lanh 180 nhin thang vé phia truéc.

“Ong lai dang nghi nhitng diéu xau xa ddy,” Billy néi, ha giéng xuéng
khi di bén canh nguwoi bat t* mac do com 1€ t6i mau.

“Gio cau biét doc dau 6c ngudi khac nita day.”

“Mot nguoi doc co thé nguoi khac. Néu 6ng song & Mién Tay xwa kia
ong phai biét quan sat cach nguwoi ta ditng, di chuyén, hiéu nhitng ctr dong
va cdi nhin cta ho, biét rang ai sé dam rit sting va ai sé trén. Toi rat gidi
khodn d6,” nguwdi My tw hao néi. “Va t6i luon biét khi nao ai dé dinh lam
viéc ngu ngdc,” cau nho nhe noi thém.

“T6i khong dinh lam gi ngu ngoc,” Machiavelli binh thwong néi. “Toi da
hita vGi chu nhan cua toi, va t6i sé thuc hién no:t6i sé danh thitc nhitng con

quai vat kia va tha ching vao thanh phé.”

“Nhung dng khong thich, ding khong?”
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Machiavelli nhin nhanh Billy mot cai.

“Y 6i 13, khi nhin nhitng thi trong xa lim, t6i khéng chdc c6 muédn
chuing di lang thang trong thanh phé khong,” the Kid néi, giong khong hon
thi tham la bao nhiéu. “Chting déu la nhitng ké an thit va uong mau ding
khong?”

“Toi chwa bao gio gap mot con quai vat an chay,” Machiavelli noi.
“Nhung ding, hau hét chiing déu la nhitng ké an thit. Nhiéu con kha giéng
nguoi, nhung ching lay nang lwgng tir gidc mo va ac mong day.”

“Ong c6 mudn tha chiing vao San Francisco khong?” Billy binh tinh héi.

Machiavelli gitt im lang nhung 6ng ta lac dau va moi cong 1én tao thanh
khau am mot tir 6ng khong dam noi 16n. Khong.

“Nhung t6i c6 thé n6i 6ng dang toan tinh gi dé,” Billy néi thém.
“Sao cau noi thé?” Machiavelli héi kéem mo6t nu cwdi mo nhat.

“Dé.” D6i mat xanh lam cta ngudi My bat tit sang 1én trong bong toi.
“Ong dé hiéu ma. Ong s& khong thé séng s6t ¢ Mien Tay dau.”

Machiavelli chép mat ngac nhién. “T6i da song ¢ nhiéu noi nguy hiém
hon My thé ky muoi chin, va t6i lam thé bang cach git* khuén mdt khong
biéu 16 cdm xtic va khong phét biéu linh tinh.”

“O, nhung chinh vi thé ma 6ng pham 16i d6, Machiavelli.”

“Goi toi la Niccolo. Hay day t6i xem nao, cau trai tré.”
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Billy cuwoi vui swong, khoe ham rang vau. “Toi chwa bao gio nghi minh
c6 gi dé day cho ong.”

“Ngay nao chung ta ngung hoc sé la ngay chung ta toi doi.”

Billy xoa hai tay vao nhau lanh lgi. “Vay toi dung khi n6i 6ng la mot
nguoi to mo — chuan ch, ngai Machiavelli?”

“Ludn luén thé. D6 la mat trong nhitng nét tinh cach gidng nhau giita toi
va Dee. Chuing t6i cing t0 mo qua mitc. To6i ludn tin rang to mo la sic
manh 16n nhat ctia con nguwoi.”

Billy gat gu. “T6i cling ludn to mo. Thé nén téi gap nhiéu rac r6i,” anh ta
néi thém. “Gig, néu 6ng nhin nhanh ra dang sau ong...”

Machiavelli li€c nhin sau vai, thdy Josh, Dee va Dare di theo.

“R0 rang cau nhoc dang stng sot va sg hai...” Billy van nhin thang phia
trwdc.

Josh Newman dang di theo sau hai nguwdi bat tir, mat va miéng mé rong
hon khi di tir xa lim nay qua xa lim khac thay nhitng sinh vat mgi la. Cau
sg - 1o rang thé. Nhitng cudn khoi vang kim boc ra tir téc tai va 16 mii cau,
va cd hai tay déu deo gang vang.

“Dee khong hirng thu gi v4i nhitng sinh vat nay, vi ong ta thu thap chung
va biét cdi gi ¢ day,” Billy noi tiép, “Virginia cling khong hing thu gi, vi c
ay hodc tirng chién dau véi ching truedc day hodc biét cay sdo Elder ctia c6
ta c6 thé bao vé cb ta.” Anh ta nghiéng dau sang mot bén nghi ngoi. “CUng
c6 thé c6 ta biét c6 ta con nguy hiém hon ching.”
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“T6i chi nghe qua vé c6 ta thoi,” Machiavelli néi. “Co ta c6 té nhw ngudi
ta noi khong?”

“Té hon,” Billy noi, gat dau vui vé. “té hon, rat, rat nhiéu. Birng bao gio
tin co ta.”

Dee va Dare van di sau. Machiavelli dé y Dee dang néi chuyén gi dé
quan trong v&i ngwoi phu nit. Khuon mat c6 ta nhw mot chiéc mat na, doi
mat xam cung mau vdi mau da xay nén san va twong khu nay. Co ta dé y
Niccolo dang nhin c6 va gio tay 1én vé hiéu biét. Dee nhin 1én, mui chitng
thoi trong choc lat soc vao khu buong giam, manh hon ca mui li quai vat
dang ngu. Machiavelli quay di truéc khi Dee thay 6ng ta dang cudi. Ong ta
vui vi biét minh van khién Phap sw nguwgi Anh e ngai.

“Vay, néu 6ng con to mo, ong nén nhin vao nhitng xa lim,” Billy két
thic. “Nhung 6ng khong lam thé. Nhw vay, ong phdi dang nghi tdi chuyén
gl quan trong hon.”

“An twgng ddy,” Machiavelli dong tinh. “Ly 1& ctia cau kha logic, trir mot
diéu.”

“Céi gi?”

“Ky la la nhitng con quai vat kia khong con lam t6i s¢ nita. Sy that,
ching ciing chi la mot giong loai — nhitng ho hang gan cua chiing , nhitng
Elder va Thé Hé K& Tiép mdi ludn khién tdi sg.” Ong hat ham vé phia cac
xa lim. “Nhitng sinh vat tdi nghiép kia bi tach biét vi ching can séng s6t va
an uong. Do la ban nang cua chiing, ban nang thi luén dé doan. Nhung con
nguoi, mdt khac, lai c6 kha nang thach thic tw nhién. Con nguwoi la loai duy
nhat huy hoai thé gigi. Quai vat chi song trong hién tai, nhung loai nguoi
lai c6 thé song trong twong lai, dat ké hoach cho con chau minh, nhitng ké
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hoach c6 thé phai mat hang nam, hang thap ky, hang thé ky dé thanh sw
thue.”

“T6i nghe noi vé ké hoach la biét tai cia ong,” Billy noi.

“Pung.” Machiavelli vay tay vé phia xa lim giam ba con ma x6 16ng téc
ram ri dang thiém thiép ngd, con nay con xau hon con kia may phan.
“Chung chang khién t6i hitng thu hay kich dong.”

“Co vé ong ciling kiéu ngao y nhw Dee,” Billy dap cut ngun, cé chut sac
lem trong giong noéi. “T6i chac nhitng ngwdi song ¢ San Francisco khong
dong tinh vdi 6ng.”

“Pung,” Machiavelli thira nhan.

Billy hit m6t hoi sdu. “Néu nhitng sinh vat kia tién vao bo bién, sé la...”
Anbh ta dirng lai, tim mot tir cho ding. “Hon loan. Cuc ky hon loan.”

“Gio0 ai dang suy nghi den to6i thé?” Machiavelli cao giong hoéi. “Ai ma
ngo dugc — mot ké sdéng ngoai phap luat lai ¢6 lwong tam.”

“Co lé cling cung y nghi den t6i nhw 6ng ay.” Billy 1am bam. “T6i thira
nhan toi khong thoai mai khi tha nhitng con quai kia vao noi nhitng con
nguoi cda toi séng.”

“Nguoi cua anh a?” Machiavelli choc gheo.

“Nguoi caa toi. T6i biét ho khong phéi dong bao ctia 6ng, ho khong phai
nguoi Y...” Billy bit dau.

“Ho la con ngudi,” Machiavelli néi, “thé nén ho cling la nguwdi cta t6i.”
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Billy the Kid nhin nhanh sang Niccolo. “Khi gap 6ng lan dau, t6i nghi
ong cling giong Dee..nhung gio td6i khong chac.”

Moi Machiavelli ddu 1én mot nu cwdi nho nhat. “Dee va t6i giong nhau &
nhiéu cadi — nhung ditng néi véi anh ta d6. Anh ta sé thay bi xtic pham.
Chung t6i khac nhau & cho Dee sé lam moi cai dé dat dwgc muc dich. T6i
da quan sat han lam theo moi ménh 1énh cta cac chd nhan ké ca c6 phai
hay diét cd m6t thanh pho hay hang chuc ngan mang séng. T6i khong bao
gio lam thé. Gia cho sy bat ti caa t6i la sw phuc tung cuda toi, chi khong
phai linh hon t6i. Gid va mai mai toi la con nguwoi.”

“T6i nghe r6i,” Billy the Kid 1am bam.

Hanh lang két thic bang mot canh civa sat. Machiavelli day cita md,
chép mat vi anh chiéu dwong va budc xuéng nhitng bac thang xi mang dan
t6i san tap thé duc. Ngudi Y hit mot hoi sau, thu vao trong phéi khong khi
nong mui mudi bién, bé di mui dong vat hdi hdm trong xa lim. Ong ta doi
Billy t6i cting. Ong quay lai khi Kid buéc bac thang cudi, dé khudn mit ho
doi dién nhau. “T6i da hita véi chd nhan va Quetzalcoatl rang toi sé tha li
quai vat vao thanh pho. T6i khong thé di ngwoc lai 10i the.”

“Khong thé hay sé khong lam?”

“Khong thé,” Machiavelli néi chac nich. “T6i khong mudn trd thanh
waerloga — mot ké pha bé 10i thé.

Billy gat dau. “Toi t6n trong nhitng ngudi biét gitt 16i hita. Nhung 6ng
hdy chac rang 6ng lam cé ly do chinh dang.”

Machiavelli nhoai ngwdi, nhitng ngén tay cing nhw sit bam vao vai

Billy. Ngwdi Y nhin thing vao mét Billy. “Khéng, cau phai dam béao ciu s&
pha va no vi ly do chinh dang.”
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CHUONG HAI MUOI CHIN

Perenelle nhe nhang dat con bo hung ngoc bich vao gitta nguc Nicholas,
r6i di chuyén né sang trai mot chit dén khi n6é nam trén tim ong.

Tsagaglalal viron tay cam 14ay tay Nha gid kim. Ba cam tay trai r6i tay
phai dng dat lén trén con bo canh citng, gan nhw che hét né. R6i ba nhin N
Phu thiy. “C6 chac khong?” ba hoi.

“T6i chac.”
“Khong phai lic nao ciing thanh céng dau. Nguy hiém lam.”

“Nguy hiém u? Ba n6i nguy hiém la sao?” Sophie lo lang hoi. Co van
cam tay N Phu thiy c6 cam thdy c6 chit s¢ hdi. C6 sg vi cd cam thay N
phu thay ciing dang sg. Du dau ba khong ngoai lai nhwng anh mat ba van
nhin thang vao Sophie.

“Néu ching ta khéng thanh cong, Nicholas sé chét va co sé mat luén mot
ngay trong doi,” ba ndi. “Nhung co phai lam. Co khong con lya chon.” Tay
N phu thiy dan chdt vao tay Sophie. “va néu thanh cong, Nicholas sé c6
thém mot ngay nita.” Cau hoi vira hién 1én trong dau Sophie da nhan dugc
cau tra 10i tir Perenelle. “Puing, no sé tao ra sw khac biét 16n day.”

Tsagaglalal dat tay trai 1én tay Perenelle va viron tay phai vé phia co gai
tré. “Perenelle sé 1dy mot chut luéng dién cua chau va chuyén ching vao
con bo hung, sau d6 sé chuyén qua ngudi Nicholas. Hay nghi nhw chau
dang nap pin vay. Khi nang lwgng con con trong con bog, Nicholas sé con
song.”
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Sophie dat tay 1én ban tay xwong xau nhw méng vudt cta ba lao.

“Khong dau dau,” Tsagaglalal néi tiép. “Va chau lai con tré; it nhat thi
luéng dién cua chau sé ty nap lai th6i.”

“Con cua di thi sao?” Sophie voi hoi.

“Du c6 thi ta cling khong can thiét nita. Nhiém vu cta ta & Vwong quoc
béng t6i nay sap xong roi.” Po6i mat xam cta ba nhin xa xam. “Nhiém vu
cta ta la tim kiém chéau, cham séc chau. Gig ta sap dwgc thanh thoi an nghi
16i.”

Dot nhién nhiét do trong phong lanh thdu xwong. Sophie hut hoi vi
choang. “Du chau lam gi,” Perenelle ndi, moéi ti* ba n6i ra kem theo mat
luong hoi trang. “chau khong duge pha v& vong trong dén khi con bo dugc
nap da nang lwgng caa ching ta. Chau hiéu khéng?”

Sophie gat dau.

“Chau c6 hiéu khong?” Perenelle nhac lai, 1an nay chac chan hon. “Néu
qua trinh khong dwgc hoan thanh, Nicholas sé chét ngay, con c6 sé chét vao
ngay mai.”

“Chau hiéu,” Sophie n6i, rang c6 bat dau dap vao nhau lap cap. C6 nhin
xuong hinh hai bat dong ctia Nicholas. Da dé 6ng xam lai, mot 16p pha 1€
moéng hinh thanh trén dau mdi va luGi ong.

Lubng dién trang ctia Perenelle bay lwgn xung quanh ba, Sophie dot
nhién thady dwoc nhitng sgi chi bac — nhitng sgi chi bac cia c6 — dang dan
xen trong do. Co nhin xuéng thdy luong dién c6 da bién thanh bao tay béo
Ve.
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N phu thiy nham mat lai. “Gi¢ ching ta bat dau,” Perenelle noi.

Sophie thdy luong dién bac ctia ¢6 tuén chdy, nguwoi c6 nong lén. Nguc
cd nong lén, r6i truyén xudng chan, khién nhitng dau ngon chan co thay
nhot nhat. Luéng nhiét truon xudng tay co, dét nong ban tay co, dau ngon
tay c6 nhu c6 kim cham. Luong nhiét tran 1én t6i c6 c6, dét néng hai ma co,
khién mat c6 kho lai. C6 nham chat mat va nhitng ky @c bat chot chiém giiy
lay c6. Co biét vai ky tc trong dé la cta Perenelle...

...nguoi dan éng tay méc cdu ngoi & gitta mot hang dong, déi mat mau
xanh sdng phadn chiéu dnh sdng tir nhitng vién pha lén 16n trén thanh dong.
Ong dang cam mét cuén sdch bia kim logi & tay phdi. Ong diit ban tay méc
cdu lén trén bia sdch...

...Nicholas Flamel — manh khdnh, toc den, tré va dep trai — dang dudng
trong qudy sdch chi dé c6 ba cuén sdch. Ong quay sang nhin ba, doi mdt

khong mau anh lén tia cuoi...

...va lai Nicholas, gio gia hon, toc bac va co rdu, ¢ trong mot can phong
toi nho, hang td nhirng gid sdch dé trén do phdi gdp doi so sdch va tai liéu.

...va trén ban chi c6 mét cubn sdch duy nhdt, cuébn Codex bia kim logi,
nhitng trang sdch tv lat mo toi khi ding & trang sach voi nhitng ky tw hinh
que bay nhdy tao thanh hinh con bo hung, réi bién thanh hinh nita vang
trang...hodc mot ludi moc cau.

...m¢t thanh pho6 dang chdy, chdy, chdy mai...

Con nong khién Sophie gan nhu khong thé ndi va nhitng hinh anh thay
doi, tré nén den t6i, bao luc, trd thanh nhitng ky tc ctia Tsagaglalal...

Kim ty thap bi vo vun...
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...mot khu vuron trén mdi nha lée sdng, nhitng bong hoa mang huong sdc
bi hoa tan trong tro tan...

...m0t cdnh ctra 16n bi nong chdy, nhitng khuén mdt khdc trén do chdy ra
dudi sitic néng, tao thanh nhitng dong vang va bac nong chdy chdy xuéng
mdt san da hoa sang bong...

Hang trdm nhitng dia bay tir trén troi roi xuéng nhu nhitng ngéi sao
bdng roi xuéng thanh phé chdng chit nhw mé cung...

...va Scathach va Joan of Arc, nguoi day mdu va ban thiu, ditng doi lung
vGOi nhau trén bdc thém kim ty thdp. Nhitng con qudi vdt dau ché dang bao
vay ho...

...trong khi Palamedes ditng trudc Shakespeare bi thuong, bdo vé ong ta,
dang chién ddu véi mét con bang su, d6i canh sdc nhv dao ctia né chém
vdo oOng, nhitng chiéc rdng sdc nhon cua né con cdch dau 6ng cé vai
inch....

....Saint-Germain dang lam phép cho Itra d6 xubng tur trén troi, trong khi
ddng sau anh nuéc bién ddang 1én nhu mét birc twong nudc den...

...vd Sophie... hodc mét co gdi trong giong c6 nhu thé sinh doi....
Dot nhién Sophie trd lai thanh c¢6 nhoc sau tudi, ding tredc ngbi nha
nay. CO nam tay cau em, ngudi 16n dang gidi thiéu co v6i maot ba lao cod

chua ting gap.

“Ddy la di Agnes ctia cdc con,” me c6 néi. “Di dy sé chdm soc cdc con
khi b6 me khong c6 & day...”
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Mot céi gi d6 lanh 1éo luon lach vao tam tri Sophie, khong phai ky vc ma
la mot y nghi, mot cai gi do6 cay dang va sai trai. Néu di Agnes khong phai
di that cta c6, vay thi nhitng ngwoi di khac cia co, di Christine bi an, ngudi
song & Miii Montauk ma c6 va gia dinh hay di tham moi dip Giang sinh thi
sao? Christine cling khong c6 quan hé véi ho. Vay ba la ai? Liéu ba co
giong nhu Agnes, va liéu hai ngudi phu nit nay c6 quan hé gi v&i nhau
khong? Sophie rat mudn dwgc néi chuyén véi bo me; c6 mudn biét lam sao
ho biét di Agnes va di Christine va ho biét hai ngudi phu nit nay bao lau
r6i. Co phan van khong hiéu lam sao hai ngwdi phu nit nay lai xuat hién
trong cudc song cdia nhitng ngwdi nha Newman. Co cé nghe bo néi vé di
Agnes, va me c0 gianh toan thoi gian mua he thoi tho bé cung di Christine.
Nhitng y nghi do that dang sg. Gia dinh Newman da bi theo doi bao lau
16i? Va vi sao? Liéu c6 phdi vi c6 va Josh la cdp song sinh khong? Nhung
vi sao di Agnes va Christine lai theo doi b6 me c6? Trwr khi ho da biét tir 1au
rang, Richard va Sara sé gap nhau, yéu nhau, cwdi nhau va sinh ra mét cap
sinh doi vang va bac. Liéu ho biét viéc do l1a hoan toan ty nhién, hay ho da
can thiép vao? Sophie rung minh: du chi la y nghi ciing da dang so roi.

Co0 can noi vdi Josh vé chuyén nay; co wéc gi cau ¢ day.

...Va dot nhién Josh ¢ do.

C0 cam thay moi lién hé v6i cau em sinh doi nhu thé né dang hién hién
ranh ranh tredc mat vay. Trong sud6t muwdi lam nam qua; cd khong hé nghi
ho sé xa nhau hon hai ngay, va du thé ho cling luén lién lac qua dién thoai,
tin nhan va email. Ltic Josh quay lung v6i ¢6 va bé di cung Dee va Dare, c6
cam thay nhw thé minh bi thuwong, nhw thé c6 mat di mot phan than thé.

Nhwng it nhat gio cd da biét em minh con song.

Cau...cau...
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Sophie tap trung vao cau em trai, c6 gang nhé moi diéu da dwgc day vé
cach st dung cac Giac quan da dwgc DPanh thitc. Co can biét cau khée
manh va an toan. Va néu c6 c6 thé biét cau dang & dau, c6 sé co thé tim
cau. Co chac rang néu lic doé chi c6 cd va Josh — néu khéng cé ngudi khac
xen vao — c6 sé c6 thé néi chuyén phai qudy véi cau.

Co0 nhin thay cdu ro6 hon. Méi téc vang béong mugt gio tréd nén muwdt dau
va can dugc gobi, nhitng quang den 16n hién dwdi do6i mat xanh cua cau,
nhitng vét bo hong den si day trén mat cau...

Dot nhién ¢6 ngwi thdy mui mudi va mui i 6t tron lan mui cda mot
chudng thd, mui xa va mui thit va r6i nhitng hinh anh r6 nét hon. Mot trong
sO do ro nét hon nhitng hinh con lai: c6 nhin thdy mot hon dao trén do sirng
sttng mot tao nha trang, trén hon ddo c6 mot ngon hai dang.

Josh dang ¢ Alcatraz.

Cau dang budc xudng hanh lang nha tu. Hai bén hanh lang déu c6 cac xa
lim, trong dé git* nhitng sinh vat khac nhau. Cau khong thé ké tén ching,
nhung Phu thuy x¢ Endor c6 thé, Sophie biét cd cling biét — c6 nhitng con
yéu tinh ctaa vung Celt, nhitng con quy caa Nhat ban, nhitng 6ng ba bi cta
Anh, nhitng ngudi khong 16 ctia Scadinavi, cia Na Uy, cung vGi quai vat
dau bo cua Hy Lap, nhitng con Windigo ctia nw6dc My & canh xa lim ctia ma
ca rong An Dg. Co c6 thé cam thay hoi thd clia cdu em bién thanh nhitng
hoi thé ngan. Co6 cam thay bung cdu quan lai khi di qua xa lim chita nue,
con qudi vat dau khi minh ché du6i ran ctia Nhat.

Cau khong bi thuong tich gi, va khong ai dé y nhiéu t6i cdu. Ngay phia
tredc cau la nguwoi dan ong da true tiép truy dudi ho ¢ Paris — Niccolo
Machiavelli — dang n6i chuyén v6i mot cau trai tré mat quan bo bac mau va
di d6i bot cao boi mon vet. Josh quay dau lai va Sophie thdy John Dee va
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Virginia Dare dang tham thi to nhé v@i nhau. Ho cung dirng lai va nhin
thang vao Josh, vao Sophie.

Ngay lap titc c6 mat di moi lién hé vGi em trai va cd quay lai hién tai, tap
trung vao luong nhiét dang chdy trong ngwdi c¢6. Can phong lanh céng. Co
co tap trung vao doi tay hai ngwoi phu nit va y thitc vé luong dién dang
chdy qua dau ngén tay minh sang tay Perenelle.

Nicholas Flamel dong day.

Sophie suyt tha tay Perenelle va Tsagaglalal vi choang. C6 nhin xudng
Nha gid kim. Nhitng sgi chi bac cia c6 va cta luong dién trang tuw
Tsagaglalal xoan van trong tay Perenelle. Mau bac sang loang va nhitng sgi
to trang nhw may no lach tach tir co thé caa nit phu thiy va noi véi con bo
hung, gio dang dap nhje nhang, mau xanh chuyén sang den, r6i lai xanh.
Sophie ty nhién nghe dvgce nhip dap cua tim c0...va nhan ra con bo dang
dap cung mot nhip. Lan da Nha gia kim cé chidt hong hao, vai nép nhan
quay mat va tran ciing bién mat. Ong trong c6 vé tré hon.

Ong lai cwa ngwdi, nhitng ngén tay ndm chit lai, ndi 16ng ra, roi lai ndm
chat lai quanh con bg hung.

“MGt chit nita,” Perenelle thi tham. RO rang ba da thdm meét.

“T6i khong thé cho thém dwgc nita,” Tsagaglalal 1am bam. Nhitng anh
16e mau trang xanh anh lén trén mai téc ba.

“Vay thi chau phai lo r6i, Sophie,” Perenell thic giuc. “Ta can thém
luéng dién cta chau.”

Co gai lac dau. “Chau khong thé.” Co6 dang vang vat vi kiét sitc va co
cam thay nhu 1én con sot. Bau c6 ong ong, c6 hong kho rat da day quan lai
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nhw thé c6 vira an mét qua 6t cay. Cé nhé 10i canh bdo ctia Scatty vé moi
nguy khi sit dung qua mitc luéng dién: néu mot nguoi st dung hét luong
dién, luong dién do6 sé an mon da thit cia ho dé lam nhién liéu. Ho c6 thé
bdc chay that.

“Chau phai lam thé!”
“Khong!”

Sophie c6 rut tay lai nhung ngwoi bat tr gitt chat 1ay tay c6. “Co!”
Perenelle doc 4ac noi, trong phit choc luongf dién cia c6 chuyén tir trang
sang xam, roi den trudc khi chuyén lai vé mau trang khoi.

Sophie dong day may ngén tay nhung khong thé thoat ra dugc. “Bé tay
chau ra!”

“Co0 can thém chut nttra. Nicholas can thém chut nita.”

Luong dién caa Nt phu thuy den lai, day dac lai, va khong khi tran ngap
mui hoi va tra xanh. Sophie nhan ra mui cia Niten va Prometheus truéc khi
mau cua ching tran vao trong phong, mau xanh lam bi mau do6 mau bao
quanh. Lu6ng dién cta ho lwgn trong phong tredc khi van xoan xung quanh
nit phu thay va khién luoéng dién ctia ba den dac lai.

“Pu roi, Nit phu thuy,” Tsagaglalal thot 1én. “Pu roi. Ba da lam hét stic
minh r6i.”

Céanh ctta mé ra va Prometheus va Niten x6ng vao. Ludng dién cua
nguwoi bat tiv va Elder 16e 1én thanh b6 4o gidap quan ngudi, nhung bd ao
giap trang tri hoa tiét cia Prometheus m& di, chuyén sang mau pha Ié va
trong sudt nhw thé mau sac da bi x6a mat, con by do gidp samurai cta
Niten da tr@ nén rach rudi va cii xon.
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“NT phu thay,” Prometheus hét 1én. “ba dang lam gi vay?”
“Pu roi,” Niten lanh lung noi. “Ba sé giét tat ca ching ta d6.”

“Khong bao gio la da,” Perenelle quat lai. Luong dién ctia ba cuép lay
tat ca cac luong dién khac. Nhitng mau sac dan xen vao nhau tré thanh mot
dam may den hon, dac hon truée khi bién thanh mot luong dién den. Khi
Nit Phu thiy quay dau nhin Prometheus va Nten, doi mat xanh lo cia ba tr@
thanh hai vién da den dac. “T6i can nhiéu hon... Nicholas can nhiéu hon.”

Sophie giat tay ra. Co bi nga ngtra ra vao canh tay Niten, luéng dién bac
cta cd bién bo 4o gidp samurai ctia anh tré thanh kim loai ran chac.

“Khong!” Perenelle gao 1én, vion tay ra vdi Sophie. “CHung ta chua
lam xong!” Mot sgi chi trang bay qua luong dién den cuda ba, bién né thanh

mau xam, loc di sy den t6i trong no.

Prometheus buéc 1én tredc Sophie va Niten. “Ba lam xong r6i, N phu
thay.” Ong nhin ba 130 va gat dau. Tsagaglalal tha tay Perenelle va Iui lai.

“nhung Nicholas...” Perenelle thi tham. Luong dién cta ba trd lai mau
trang, d6i mat tw t* chuyén sang mau xanh lo.

“Ba da lam nhitng th¢ can lam r6i,” Vi Elder noi.
Dot nhién Nicholas Flamel thé dai, mot luong khéi trang bay 1én tir moi

ong. Poi mat trang duc ctia 6ng md ra va o6ng ngo6i ddy nhin xung quanh.
“T6i bd qua diéu gi thud vi a?”
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CHUONG BA MUOI

Nam anpu to 16n ap gidi ngudi dan 6ng tay moc cau qua hanh lang bang
vang va da cam thach cta Thai Duvong dién. Hanh lang von thuong dong
duic gio vang khong. Nhitng anpu trang bi vii khi, vai con trong dé dang git
nhitng con ch6 bon chan giong anpu ditng gac ¢ cac ctta. Nén thom va
hwong tram thap sang hanh lang nhung khong thé at n6i mui hoi thoi tw
nhitng anpu.

Marethyu bi tréi bang xich da vitng chac, mot cong quay c6 tay, mot cai
nita quanh hong va hai cai & c6 chan. Nhitng tay bado vé moi tén cam mat
xich da, vay ong ta ¢ gitta. Chung da cdi bo ao khoac ngoai cua ong ta. Mot
trong nhitng tay bdo vé cAm né trén tay. Ong ta chi con mic chiéc 4o dai
tay vGi chi€c 4o gidp bén ngoai, dai tir c6 t6i eo, trum l1én chiéc quan bo son
ban. Anh kim loai l6e sdng & miii gidy cii mon vet ctia 6ng ta. Mai téc vang
béong nhon qué dai roi trén vai ong, che di doi mat xanh lo. Rau ria moc
16m chdm tren cam va ma ong ta do ba ngay r6i khong cao. Pau 6ng ta lac
trai phai khi di sdu hon vao cung dién, m6i map may khi 6ng ta doc dich
nhitng hang chit ¢6 trén twong hodc nhitng ky tiw Ogham trén tri trén nhitng
chan dé dwdi nhitng birc twgng bang thdy tinh va kim loai dat déu dan doc
hanh lang.

Nhitng bdo vé anpu kéo ong ta di qua canh ctta hep va cao. Ho khong
buwdc thém dé go ctra hay di vao.

Nguoi dan ong tay moc cau nhoai nguwdi 1én dé xem xét canh ctta. Hai
tam kim loai bang vang va bac mé vao trong va dugc danh béng sang nhw
hai tdm gwong 6ng anh. Phia bén trén la mot tdm xa d& bang vang ddc cao
bang mot ngwoi dan 6ng khac hang ngan nhitng hinh cham khac don gian,
trong do hodc la khac hinh mat ngwoi, thu vat, hodc quai vat. Vai hinh
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vuong khong c6 gi, hodc mdi hoan thanh mot niva. Nhung ¢ gitta xa do co
mot 6 vuong 16n hon nhitng hinh con lai, trong d6 cham khac chi tiét mot
mat trang khuyét...hodc mot cai moc cau.

Marethyu kéo tay trai lai, gan nhw day con anpu dang cam xich nga
xuong khi gio tay 1én dé so sanh cdi mdc cau ctia minh va hinh khac.
Chiing gan nhu twong dong. Ong nhiu mét, dich nhitng hinh khic xung
quanh hinh moc cau.

“Ong to mo ding khong?” Mot giong néi uy quyen vong theo hanh lang.

Canh ctra d6i méd ra cung mot lan khéi trang mang mui hwong thom lan
toa khap can phong. Khoi trang ngao ngat mui hiwong thom gia tao cia dau
thom. Nguoi néi van gidu mat dén khi canh ctta mé@ hét va nhitng anh séang
trang bén trong 16a 1én. Bén trong la mdt bong nguwdi cao 16n khac thuwong,
anh sang trang chay doc do choang c6 mii dai nhu thé nwdc long. “Ta tim
thay canh ctra dé trong dong tan du ti thanh pho cta Chia Dat thudc viung
dam lay phia nam noi nay. Bam lay da nhan chim hau nhv toan thanh pho,
nhung canh ctta nay lai khong bi dong cham t&i. N6 da muwoi ngan — hodc
c6 thé trdm ngan nam tudi r6i.”

Marethyu lai giat nguwoi lai, khién anpu dang gitt xich phai c6 lam md&i
ditng vitng néi. Ong gio tay 1én va hinh tring khuyét chuyén sang mau
trang, r6i vang vdi anh phan chiéu. “To mo that,” dng ta dong tinh, “nhung
n6 khong khién t6i ngac nhién. Khong ngac nhién nhiéu nita.” Ong hat ham
vé phia nhitng 6 vuéng. “Nhin thay nhitng thit nay khién t6i nghi tdi lich s
cua no.”

“Nhitng Chuda Dét biét éng.”

“Chiing t6i tirng dung d6 chit chit.”
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“Chac chan khong phai mot chit chit dau. Ho khac biéu tuwgng cua ong
trén do cung danh sach nhitng vi vua va nhitng ké tri vi.” Hinh nguoi cao
16n mac 4o choang kim loai buéc 1én, cdi mii ra dé 10 d6i mat 16i va nhitng
duwong nét khac kho. “Ta la Aten xt Danu Talis.”

“Toi biét ong la ai. Va toi la...Marethyu.”

“Ta dang dgi nguoi.,” Aten noi.

“Abraham néi vdi 6ng t6i dén a?”

“Khong,” Aten tra 1oi. “Ta da biét t6i ngwoi 1au roi...rdt 1au roi.” Ong ta
nhin nhitng anpu bédo vé réi t6i nhitng vong xich d4 quanh Marethyu. “May
thitu nay can thiét khong?” ong ta hoi.

“Em trai 6ng hinh nhuw nghi thé,” Marethyu néi kem mot nu cuoi dé 10
ham rang trang. “Pung ra, 6ng ta mudn thé nay nhat day.”

Nhitng chiéc rang dai ctia Aten can chdt vao moéi duwéi. “Ta doan ching
vo dung nhi?”

“Chinh x4c,” Khong khi né lach tach va chua 1én, bong tdi bao phu
quanh nguwdi dan 6ng tay méc cau. Nhitng sgi xich da v& ra va bién thanh
bui. Nhitng anpu choang vang lui lai dinh rit kiém. Marethyu dung tay phai
X0a x0a cO tay tri.

Aten nhin nhitng bao vé dau ché. “Pi di,” 6ng ta ra lénh, roi quay lai di
vao phong.

Nhitng anpu bdi ro6i nhin hét tén nay t6i tén khac va nhin Marethyu,

nguwoi dang cwoi va vay chung di. “Céac nguoi nén di nhv nhitng chu ché
ngoan chit.” Ong quay lai di theo Elder vao phong rdi déng cira lai. Du
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canh ctra phai day bang ngudi 6ng nhung ong khong mat cong cling nhw
khong cé tiéng dong nao phat ra khi ddy ctra vao vi tri. “Em trai 6ng sé
khong vui dau,” Marethyu nai.

10 nay o hid i vui 1am,” Aten néi. “Cau ta néi rang ta nén
giét nguoi.”

“Chi thtr thoi da 1a sai 1am r6i,” Marethyu cwdi néi khi quay lai déi mat
v6i Chiia t& Danu Talis. “Ong khong biét c6 bao nhiéu nguoi thir thé roi
dau.” Ong ta khoanh tay tridc nguc va nhin quanh. Ong dang ding trong
can phong tron 16n dwoc thap sang bang mot mat trdi nhan tao nho xiu &
trén tran nha cao. Ong git dau dong y. “Ta thich c4c cong nghé cia Archon.
N6 chiéu sang dugc trong bao lau?”

Aten vay tay. “N6 sé chiéu sang can phong nay khoang hon mot nghin
nam. Nhung chi con cédi duy nhat thoéi. Khi né chay hét, ching ta sé phai
chuyén sang dung thit gi d6 nguyén thiy hon mdt chut.”

Trong phong khong cé do dac gi, nhitng bitc twong vang va tran nha
bang bac khong c6 hoa tiét hay ky tw gi. Tuy nhién mdt hoa tiét hinh tron
nhw thé mé cung trai khap san nha: do la ban d6 Danu Talis. Nhitng sgi bac
twgng treng cho nwdc, anh sang chiéu trén né tao cdm gidc nwdc dang
chuyén dong.

Aten ditng gilta mé cung va quay lai nhin Marethyu. P6i mat vang 16n
ctia 6ng sang vang 1én khi phan chiéu anh sang. “Ta tim thay san nha nay &
mot di chi cia Nguwdoi Co dai ¢ gitta Pai Sa Mac. Ta tin rang day ting la
tran mot nha thd.” Nhitng ngén tay ong luét trén hinh vé. “Ta da xay dung
thanh phé dva trén hinh anh nay. Ta thich y twéng rang nhitng hoa van ctia
Nguoi Co dai sé trd thanh ban d6 cho mot thanh pho hién dai.”
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“T6i tirng nhin thay hinh vé nay roi,” Marethyu néi khi di xung quanh
hinh tron. “N6 xuat hién & thé gidi loai nguwdi va nhitng Vwong quoc Bong
t6i va nhieu noi khac.” Ong budng tay va chip tay sau lung, dau nghiéng
sang mOt bén khi quan sét hoa tiét. “N¢6 dugc hoan thanh r6i.”

“Téi ting chi tiét.”

“T6 tién cua chung ta that dang kinh ngac,” 6ng ndi réi nhin vi Elder.
“Ong c6 dong y khong?”

“Nguoi khong sg ta a?” Aten hoi va khong tra 10i cau héi vira roi.

“T6i chang c6 ly do gi dé sg ong.” Marethyu lac dau. “Nhung 6ng sg t0i,
dang khong,” ong nhe nhang noi.

“Ta sg cai nguoi dai dién.”
“Cai do la cai gi?”
“Sw chét choc cua thé gidi ta song.”

Marethyu lac dau. “Ngugc lai thi ding hon. T6i & day dé dam bao rang
thé gidi cua 6ng — thé gidi phi thwong 6ng kién tao ra — sé ti€p tuc song.”

Aten di qua mé cung. Ong ta cao vuot hin ngudi dan 6ng tay moc cau,
nhung Marethyu van ditng im khéng nhtc nhich.

Do6i mat vang cda vi Elder nheo lai thanh mot duwong ké. “Nguoi noi déu
ta do a?”

“khong,” Marethyu nghiém tiic n6i. Ong gio ban tay trai, chiéc méc cau
trén tay ong sang 1én. Aten lui lai. “Ong khong biét ta phai tra gia thé nao
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dé t6i dugce day dau,” nguoi dan 6ng cut tay noéi tiép. “To6i da phai chiu
dwng hang triéu nhitng dau dén va di qua khong biét bao nhiéu dong chay
thoi gian dé dén day ding lic. Toi da hy sinh moi thir - moi thi téi yéu
thwong — dé dirng day tredc mat ong.”

“Vi sao?”

“Vi chung ta c6 thé quyét dinh van ménh ctia Danu Talis va nhitng thé hé
sau.” Luong dién cta Marethyu l6e sang, trong chép nhoang phan chiéu
trén nén vang cta can phong. Ong vay tay, dot nhien toan bo tdim ban do
bén dudi vi Elder bién mat tré thanh nhitng manh rach nat. Mau bac chay
di doc ngang r6i lén trén ca sgi chi vang. “Néu Danu Talis khong sup do,
thé gidi tiép theo sé khong bao gid ton tai...” Nhitng vién gach chuyén méau
nau xin, roi v& ra tan tanh. Marethyu lai vay tay; mot luong gié lanh théi
qua san nha va nhitng manh cia tdm ban d6 co roi ra bay di chang dé lai gi
ngoai nén da trong huo bén duédi. “Dé ché ctia 6ng, dé ché De Danann huing
manh sé bi hty diét cting v&i ca thé gidi chi trong mot thé hé.”

“T6i rat thich nén nha d6,” Aten l1am bam.

“Tin t6i di Elder, ong sé tiéu tung trwdc khi chitng kién dwgc nhitng sy
hay diét kinh khung hon!”

Aten cho tay vao trong va quay di. Vi Elder rao budc di qua san nha
trong khong, canh cta 4o choang kim loai tée ltra khi cham xu6ng nén nha.
Ong buéc vao abn cong hoa va day leo nhin toan canh thanh phé Danu
Talis. Aten hit mot hoi sau, mang vao trong mui hvong thom ngot cua sy
song va sinh sbi, bé qua mui dang va hoi chua tir luong dién ctia Marethyu.

MAt troi bit dau nga vé tay, tda nha nhuém 4nh vang, nhitng con kenh

nga mau bac. O vai ting thap ctia nhitng toa nha cao hon nguwoi da da thip
den. Tt phia xa vang lén tiéng cwoi va tiéng nhac.
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Marethyu ditng canh Aten. Ong dit tay 1én ban cong va nhin vé thanh
pho trén ddo.

“Hay chiém nguwdng thanh pho tuyét voi nhat thé gidi nay di,” Aten ty
hao nai.

Marethyu git dau. Ong ngting dau 1én, doi mét xanh lo t6i lai gidng véi
mau trgi khi 6ng quan sat mat troi lan dang phu 1én nhitng vinama bay thap
mau vang chdy, khién ching giong nhw nhitng vét sang ngang qua thién
duong. “Pay la mot ky quan.”

“Pa ting c6 nhitng thanh pho tuyét dep trén trai dat,” Aten ti€p tuc.
“Nguoi co dai xay dung nhitng thanh pho héi doan, nhitng trung tam tuyét
vOi dé nghién cttu, Archon va Chua Dat da xay dung nhitng thanh pho 16n
bang thty tinh va kim loai trong thoi xa xwa. Nhung khong c6 thanh phd
nao giong nhuw Danu Talis.”

“Truyén thuyét vé n6 sé ton tai hang thién nién ky,” Marethyu dong tinh.

“Danu Talis 1a mot thanh pho, mot bang, mot thanh pho va ta da tri vi n6
gan hai ngan nam. Cha ta, Amenhotep, tri vi ngi nay truéc ta, 6ng noi ta
Thoth la mot trong nhitng Elder vi dai da nang thanh pho nén tir Iong bién
muoi ngan nam truge.”

“O, t6i biét. T6i da thay ong ay 1am thé,” Marethyu than nhién noéi.

“Ngudi 6 d6?”

N
“O »
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Chda té Danu Talis nhin ngwdi dan 6ng tay méc cau mot lic lau. Cudi
cung ong gat dau. “Ta tin ngwoi,” ong chac giong noéi. “Va co6 thé ching ta
sé ban luan vGi nhau vai diéu nguoi da chitng kién trong sudt cudc doi dai
va trong nhitng chuyén chu du phi thudng ctia nguoi.”

“Chung ta sé khong lam thé,” Marethyu n6i. “T6i c6 rat it thoi gian &

day.”

Aten gat dau. “Ting c6 thdi Danu Talis chi la mét thanh phé nhé bi quan
thu bao vay. Khi ta 1én ng6i ching ta da bi vay ham bon bé. Anubis va ta da
thay doi tat ca. Gid Danu Talis la tha d6 cia mot dé ché hung manh tréi dai
khdp dia cau, khap cac chau luc, ké cd Northland lanh gid. Va nhitng ké
tirng chong lai ching ta — Nguwoi C6 dai, Archon hay Chua dat — déu bi
danh bai hodc danh dudi tGi tan cung thé gigi.”

“Ong la mot phan cua lich sit,” Marethyu n6i. “Cha t6i — hodc dung hon,
nguoi toi tin 1a cha téi — da day to6i rang moi dé ché déu sé tGi lic sup do.
Khi di du hanh qua thdi gian va lich st, t6i nhan ra 6ng ay n6i ding. Tat ca
cac dé ché vi dai r6i cling t6i luc suy vong.”

Aten gt dau. “Ta da nghién cttu lich st thé gidi tir thoi Khai Nguyén, va
t6i dd hoc dwgc bai hoc 1a: cdc dé ché sé phat trién va suy tan.” Ong quay
qua nhin kim ty thap to 16n nam & trung tam hon ddo. Mot nita cia n6 dang
tam dwdi &nh hoang hon, phan con lai chim trong bong tdi. Nhitng ngon Itra
nho xiu dang bap bung chay trén hang tram bac thang dan tdi néc det cta
cong trinh, trén d6 cam 14 cd dang bay phan phat trong con gié chiéu.

“Danu Talis sé sup d6,” Marethyu néi. “Ong khong con nhitng 101 tién tri
hay nha tién tri dé néi cho 6ng biét trudc twong lai.”

Aten nhin Marethyu. “Nguoi 1a cai gi?” ong ta dot ngdt hoi. “Ong khong
phai Elder hay Nguoi c6 dai, cang khong phai Chia Bat hay Archon.”
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“T6i khong thudc nhitng giong loai dé,” Marethyu nghiém ttc n6i. “T6i
1a twong lai ctia 6ng. Ong da tri vi thanh phé nay ca thién nién ky,” 6ng ta
néi tiép. “Pay dang la ky nguyén Vang ctia Danu Talis, nhwng van ménh
ctia né la phai sup d6 va bién mat. Va néu diéu do xdy ra, nhitng gi ong
lam, nhitng hy sinh cta 6ng sé& ching 1a gi. Nhung can phai thé. Ong c6 thé
bao vé danh tiéng thanh pho cta 6ng; ding ra 6ng cé thé dam bao rang né
sé gitp hinh thanh nén nén moéng cho khong chi mét ma nhiéu nén van
minh vé sau.”

“Nguwoi biét that sy nhw thé chi?”

“T6i da chitng kién,” Marethyu binh than néi, 4nh chiéu khién doi mat
ong chuyén anh vang. “T6i thé t6i noi that.”

“Ta tin ngwoi,” Aten lai thi tham noéi. “Ngwoi muon ta lam gi?”

“T6i mudn ong trd thanh mdt waerloga — mot nguwdi pha bo 10i thé. Mot
thay phu thay. T6i can 6ng phan bdi thanh pho cua 6ng.”

“Vai ai?”

“V0i toi?”
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CHUONG BA MUOIT MOT

Theo mé6t cach nao dé, Josh Newman dot ngot biét tén nhitng sinh vat
trong xa lim: Cluricaun, quy Nhat oni, Ong ba bi, Ngwdi khong 16, Huldu,
Quai vat dau bo Minotaur, quai vat My Windigo, Ma ca rong An D Vetala.
Trwdc khi cau hiéu vi sao nhitng tr d6 t6i vdi cau, mot chuyén dong hinh
x0dy Oc khién cau chi y, cdu dirng lai nhin vao can phong t6i. Cau nhiu
mat nhin gan hon. Cai mui dé khién bung cdu quan that, mui axit chua ¢
l1én c6 hong cau. Cau nghi cau nhin thdy mot con khi nhwng khi mat cau
diéu chinh thich hgp véi anh sang m& md, cau nhin thidy con vat d6 c6 dau
khi, than van vén cda gau tric Bac My, chan ho va du6i ran. D6 la mot con
nue, mot sinh vat dén tir nhitng truyén thuyét t6i tam nhat cia Nhat. Niten
da giét mot con noi tiéng nhat.

Tay Josh nam chat nhitng thanh xa lim.

Sao cau biét dugc nhi?

Khi ciau buwdc vao chi vai phut trwdc, trong xa lim day nhitng con quai
vat khong tén. Cau mang mang nhd ra vai con nhd nhitng cau chuyén bo
me ké - nhw con quai vat dau bo minotaur — nhwng hau hét nhitng con khac

nhw thé budc ra tir con 4c mong.

Gio cau khong chi biét tén ching ma ciu con biét Niten da giét mot
trong s6 nhitng con nue.

Sophie.
Nhitng hinh anh vé chi gai cau nay ra trong dau cau. Cau khong hiéu sao

lai nghi tGi chi...va lan cu6i cau nhin thay c6, c6 dang & cung Niten. Gid co
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dang & dau? Liéu gid co c6 & cung Kiém si khong? C6 cé an toan khéng?
“Pi nao, Josh,” Dee ra 1énh khi han va Virginia di qua.

“T6i tdi ngay day,” Josh 1am bam. Cau doi t6i khi Dee va Dare di tiép va
dot ngot quay lai, mong sé nhin thay chi gai & sau minh.

Sophie.

Cau hit sau, c6 gang tim kiém mui va ni cia chi lan quat trong mui muo6i
va i 6t va mui nhu thé trong s& thu trong xa lim.

Sophie.

Cau dot ngot cam thiy hoi néng va cau xoa nhitng ngoén tay nhw thé co
kim cham vao v@i nhau. Liéu co c6 dang ¢ day quan sat cau khong? Co da
tirng lam thé, theo doi cau ho Flamel va Perenelle khi cau ¢ van phong cta
Dee chuan bi chiéu hon Coatlicue.

Sophie. M6i cau map may goi tén co...nhwng khéng c6 gi, va lan dan tién
trong doi cau khong thé cdm thdy co. Trong sudt cudc doi cua Josh, chj gai
cau da trd thanh hang s6 doi véi cau. Khi bé me ciu di vang, khi gia dinh
cau cir di tr thanh phdé nay sang thanh phd khac con cau va Sophie c
chuyén tir treong nay sang treong khac, ngudi duy nhat cau cé thé dva dam
vao la chi géi cau. Va gio c6 da di roi.

“Josh?” Virgnia noéi. “Sao thé?”
Cau lac dau. “To6i khong biét. T6i khong chac.”

“Néi véi téi xem cau c6 van dé gi nao,” Virgnia than nhién noéi. C6 ta
nhe nhang dat tay 1én tay cau va kéo cau di khoi xa lim, dat cdu qua canh
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ctta m@ & cudi hanh lang. Dee dang dgi ¢ d6. Khi Phap sw nhin thdy ho tdi,
ong ta quay ngudi va bién mat vao anh sang choéi lda & bén ngoai.

“Khong c6 gi, that su...” Josh dinh néi, dot nhién thdy nhot nhat vi sy
hién dién ctia nguwoi phu nit di bén canh.

“INoi vai toi di,” co ta lai giuc.
Cau hit mot hoi sau. “La that...”

Virginia cudi. “La a?”” Co vay tay vé phia nhitng xa lim. “Cé gi con la
hon nhitng cai nay? Noi cho toi nghe di?” Co khang khang doi.

Josh gat dau. “Khi t6i t6i day toi khong biét bat ci¢ sinh vat nao trong
kia...nhung sau do t6i biét. Toi khong chi biét hét tén ching, t6i con biét
Niten da giét mot trong s6 chung.” Cau lac dau. “Nhuwng t6i khong biét lam
sao toi biét.”

“Vi sao a, don gian théi: cau lién két v4i mot ai d6. Co thé la chi cau.”

Josh tham hai gat dau. “T6i ciling nghi thé.” Cau ha thap giong va nhin
xung quanh. “T6i nghi c6 thé ho dang theo doi chiing ta.”

Virginia lac dau, nhitng sgi toc c6 bay qua khuén mat Josh. “Khong phai
ching ta. Ma la cau. Toi sé biét ngay néu c6 ai do theo dai t6i. Va toi co6 thé
chac chan véi cau, khong ai cé thé theo doi Dee hay Machiavelli ma ho
khong biét. Chi c6 thé 1a chi cau dang dé y tGi cau.” Ho di qua xa lim c6
mot con qudi vat dau dé, Virginia hat ham vé phia n6. “Con nay la con gi?”
c6 haéi.

Josh lai gan dé nhin cho o hon, ré6i lac dau. “T6i khong biét,” cau thira
nhan. “Con gi thé?”
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“Pooka.” Virginia cuwdi. “R6 rang cau khong biét ngudi theo doi cau da
bién mat. Toi doan rang chi cau cé moi lién két vGi cau, do d6 cau co6 thé
biét nhitng th chi cdu biét. B4 1a,” c6 néi thém. “La mdt kha nang hay
ho.” Virginia xoan t6c lai. “Hai nguwdi kha gan giii dung khong, cau va chi
gai cau ay?”

Josh buon ba gat dau. “Rat gan giii.”

“Cau phai nhd c6 dy lam,” Virginia noi.

Josh nhin thang vé phia 4nh sang. Mat dau ong nwdc mat va cau gia bo
chi la phan &ng doi vGi anh nang gat & bén ngoai “Pung, to6i nhé chi dy. Va
toi khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra vdi chi ay.”

“Chac chan c6 ay cling noi giong cau. Cau yéu co ay khéng?” Dare héi
ludn.

Cau mé miéng dinh trd 10i nhung cau khong thé noi gi. Cau dot nhién
nhan thic duge nhip dap trai tim cau. N6 dang danh 10 to trong nguc cau,
nhu thé cdu vira chay mot quang dai bang mot san béng. Cau nhan ra rang
cau sg tra 101, sg phai nghi tdi cau hoi.

“Cau yéu c6 ay khong?” Virginia nhac lai.

Josh nhin nguwdi bat tit. Ting c6 lic cau coé thé trd 10i chi trong mot
gidy...nhung moi thit da thay doi. Sophie da thay do6i, va cam giac cda cau

vdi c6...dang rdi bu.

“Thé nao?” Virginia héi.
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“Cé...khong...t6i khong biét. Y tdi 1, chi ay 1a chi t6i, chi song sinh véi
toi, gia dinh cua to0i...”

“A. Theo kinh nghiém ctia t6i, khi con ngwdi néi ho yéu ai d6, thuwdng thi
ho khong c6 y d6. Nhung trong tredng hop cta cau thi t6i khong chac. Cau
van con cam giac vGi co dy.” Co ta hoi lai gan Josh hoi quay nguwdi dé nhin
dwgce mat cau. “Néu c6 co hoi cau cé ciru c6 ay khong.”

“Tat nhién.”

“Cau sé lam gi dé cttu c6?”

“biéu gi cling dwgc,” cau dap ngay tap ly. “Moi diéu.”
“Vay cau van con yéu chi cau,” Dare dac thang noi.

“Toi nghi t6i van yéu chi dy,” cau thtra nhan. “T6i wéc gi minh cé thé
thay doi chi ay.”

“O, don gian thoi: nha Flamel da thay déi c6 ay.” Nguoi bat ti chi ngén
tay vao nguc cau. “Ho - sau do6 la Dee — thay d6i cau. Du ong ta khién cau
tot hon hay té di..0, ma diéu do6 chi c6 cdu cé thé néi dugc.” Roi c6 nga
nguoi noi tiép, “Cling c6 thé 1a thoi gian.”

“Nha Flamel xau that a?” cau héi, ha giong xuéng du cho Dee da budc ra
ngoai buong giam. “To6i van khong biét liéu t6i c6 tin dwgc tién si khong
nita. Y t6i 13, t6i biét c6 1a ban cta Dee nhung chi 1a tdi phan van...”

“Co thé t6i la ban ctia Dee — nhuwng du ding trén quan diém cta Ong ta —

ong ta cling khong phai ban t6t — nhwng tinh ban khéng che mat duwgc toi
ong ta la nguoi thé nao?”
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“Thé nao?”

“Pien.” CO lai cuoi. “Dién 1én vi nhitng khat vong thi ca Flamel va
Machiavelli déu thé. O thoi diém khéc, hoan canh khéc, c6 khi ho con la
ban hop ca do.”

“Toi tin dugc ong ta khong?” Josh hoi.

“Cau nghi sao?” Virginia hoi.

“T6i khong biét nghi gi nita. Nhwng Sophie da quat roi vao Coatlicue. Va
t0i van khong hiéu sao chi ay c6 thé 1am vay. Chi t6i thwong khong lam dau
th gi. Chi thwong bat t6i bat con nhén trong buong tam va tha né ra ngoai.
Va chi ay khong hé thich nhén.”

“Co thé c6 ay nghi c6 ay dang bdo vé ciu,” Virginia nhe nhang néi. “Khi
nguwoi ching ta yéu thwong gap nguy, ching ta thwong lam khong hé suy

nghi.”

“Co khong trad 10i t6i,” Josh néi. “Nha Flamel c6 xau nhu Dee néi
khong?”

Virginia dirng lai tredc ctra va quay lai nhin Josh. Khuén mat ¢6 an trong
béng t6i nhung déi mat sang l1én anh sang khong binh thvong. “Pung la ho
té thay day. Cé khi con hon.”

“Co tin rang nhitng Elder nén quay vé trai dat khong?”

“Ho sé mang theo nhiéu lgi ich,” Virginia cham rai néi.

“Co khong tra 10i cau hoi caa toi,” cau dap cut ngun, c6 chut gian div
phang phat trong giong ndi. “Co rat gidi trong viéc lang tranh cau tra 16i
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dé »

“Cau hoi cua cau khong thich hgp,” Dare noi. “Nhitng Elder dang quay
lai, du ching ta c6 thich hay khéng. Nereus sap tha Lotan roi, va roéi
Machiavelli sewx danh thwucs nhitng con quai vat lwdng cw dang nam ngu
trong xa lim va tha ching vao San Francisco. Ching sé xé tan thanh pha.
Canh sat, quan doi, lyc lwgng khong quan va hai quan cia dat nwdc giau
tiém nang quan sy nhat nay sé thdy ho v6 dung. NHitng vii khi t6i tan cta
ho vO dung. Va khi thanh pho bén bd pha hiy, khi lanh dao dat nwdc nay
biét rang cach duy nhat dé khong ché 1i quai vat la bé roi thanh pho va hay
diét nd, lic d6 mot Elder dai dién sé xuat hién cung 1oi dé nghi siéu pham.
Nhitng Elder sé x6a so 1ii quai vat va khong chi citu thanh phé va toan bo
chau luc va ca thé gidi. Do sé la 10i dé nghi ma chinh pha My khong thé tr
ché6i. Nhitng Elder sé citu moi nguwdi va lai duge ton vinh nhw nhitng anh
hing va than thanh. Xwa kia moi chuyén nhu thé. Twong lai cling sé nhw
thé. Pang ra thi moi chuyén sé xdy ra vao Lé Litha, ha chi...” D6i méi
Virginia Dare cong lén thanh mo6t nu cwdi. “Nhung Ts. Dee t6t bung da
khién cac Elder thay doi ké hoach. Gid hgo dang xtc tién nhanh hon ké
hoach.”

“Vay la Dee lam ding,” Josh vui vé noi. “Khi cac Elder quay lai, ho sé
mang theo nhitng thi cé ich, nhitng c6ng nghé c6 xwa.”

“Co the.”

“Va ho s& 1am gi Dee? Ong ta phan bdi ho, ding khong? Ho sg dng dy
a?”

“Rat sg,” Virginia cuoi gion. “NHitng Elder sg nhitng n6 béc ho khong
cach nao kiém soat. Va ltic nay tién si hoan toan ngoai tam kiém soat.”
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Virginia quay di, Josh vron tay bam ldy vai ¢6. Tia ltta dién vang va
xanh nha né lach tach trén dau ngon tay cau. Ngwoi bat ti quay dau, nhuwdn
may y héi. “Nguwoi cudi cung cham vao t6i khong xin phép chét tham do.”

Josh giat phat tay lai. “Co6 n6i Elder dang quay lai — thé Dee sé ra sao?”

Virginia can trong nhin cau, dong t c6 gian ra day mé hodc. Thé nhung
c6 van im ldang dé cho Josh ndi tiép.

“Néu cac Elder dang truy dudi Dee thi 6ng ta khong thé dé ho quay lai.
Y t6i 1a...” Josh chan chit mét ldc. “...ho sé giét ong Ay.”

Virginia tiép tuc nhin cau, vi khong thoai mai nén ciu ndi tiép.

“Trir khi 6ng ay nghi rang khi cho ho thanh pho, 6ng dy sé trd vé bén
ho,” cubi cing cau ciling noéi xong.

Dare chdp mat lac dau, x6a bo su cang thang giita ho. Josh thd hat ra.

“Cau hoi tha vi dé,” Virginia no6i nho roi lai nhéch mep cwoi. “Toi chac
Tién si ciing nghi t6i roi. Ong ta s& c6 ké hoach. Ong ta ludn c6 ké hoach.”
CoO ta buwdc ra ngoai anh sang dé lai Josh mot minh trong toa nha tam t6i.
“Va thuong no sé khong tdi dau.” Co ndéi v6i chinh minh. Nhwng am thanh
va dap vao twong va doi lai vao Jack.
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CHUONG BA MUOI HAI

Anubis cham vao bang diéu khién vimana, chiéc dia bay hoi nghiéng
sang mot phia van an minh trong ddam may dém. Xa xa bén duéi, trén khu
vuron trén mai Thai Dwong Dién, 6ng thay anh trai Aten dang di cing nguoi
dan 6ng mot tay. “T6i sé bé ra mdt chut tai san dé biét ho noéi gi,” 6ng ta nbi
v6i ngudi mac do choang ngoi canh.

“Pang ra ho khong nén noi chuyén,” tiéng néi vang lén tir trong 16p vai.
“Con nén lam gi day, Mau hau?”

Nguwoi dé nhoai nguwdi 1én truwdc, anh sang tir thanh pho khién doi mat
vang c6 chit sy séng. Anh sdng chay qua chiéc mui 16ng va déi tai hinh
tam giac, lam rung dong nhitng sgi 16ng mao dai. Sy Bién doi qua khac
nghiét doi vdi Baster, me ctia Aten va Anubis; trong khi co thé ba van la
ctia mot thiéu nir tré, dau vai tay ba chuyén thanh ctia mét con méo khong
16. “Thi thodng ta nghi phu virong cac con da chon sai nguwoi ké tuc,” ba xi
x1 noi. “Dang ra phai la con.”

Anubis cii dau. Sy bién do6i trén co ham va xwong go ma khién 6ng
khong thé mim cuoi.

Nhitng méng vuot meo dai chi vao nguwoi dan 6ng tay moc cau. “Ta
khong thé hiéu sao anh trai c6 thé ditng noi cung sinh vat héi théi do.”’

“Aten c6 biét ga tay moc cau do la ai khong?” Anubis hoi.
Bastet rit 1én. “N6 phai biét. Aten nghién cttu lich stt. N6 biét trong moi

huyén thoai — ctia Chua Dat, Nguoi c6 dai, va Archon — déu noi t6i nguoi
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nay: nguwoi dan ong tay moc cau, ké hiy diét. Nhitng Chuia dat goi han la
Moros va Nguoi co dai goi han 1a Mot, trong khi nhitng Archon goi han la
Oberour Ar Maro. Ching ta goi ching bang mdt cai tén twong tu:
Marethyu.”

“Than chét,”

“Than chét,” Bastet thong thai n6i. “Va han dang t6i dé huy diét ching
ta. Ta khong nghi ngd gi ca. Ké ca nhitng ké ngoc thich nhing miii vao
chuyén nguoi khac nhw Abraham va Chronos con dong y nita 1a.”

“Con phdi lam gi?” Anubis lai hoi, ha vimana xuéng thdp hon, bam theo
Aten va nguoi dan 6ng tay moc cau khi ho buéc vao ban cong bao quanh
mai.

Nhitng méng vudt ctia Bastet cam vao bitc twong lang min ctia vimana,
dé lai nhitng vét hay hoai r0 trén nén da hoa cuwong von khong thé hong
héc. “Phu vuong con chac buon lam. Ta mung la 6ng ay khong con song
ma chitng kién con minh néi chuyén véi sinh vat kia.” Ba ta lac cai dau
khong 16. “Ta titng giup nang hon ddo nay 1én ti long bién. Ta cung cha
con tri vi Danu Talis ca thién nién ky. Ta khong mudn thay n6 bi huy diét vi
s ngu ngdc cua anh trai con.” Nwdc bot cia ba ta nhéu xudng tir rang
nanh. “Tr ngay nay trd di, Aten khong con la con trai ta nita.” Cai dau xau
xi cua ba ta quay qua nhin vao déi mat den ctia Anubis. “Hay cuwdp lai
Danu Talis. Ta sé giup con lén ngoi. Ta sé noi chuyén vai Isis va Osiris; ho
khong thich gi anh trai con. Ho sé ung ho con.”

Anubis cau nhau. “Ho chwa bao gio cong khai doi dich. Ai biét long tin
cua cau va di con nam & dau?”

“Sy trung thanh cua Isis va Orisis khong bao gid can ban cai. Ho khong
giong anh trai con, ho luén biét nhiém vu ctia minh doi véi gia dinh va hon
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dao nay,” Bastet gam gu. “Ban than tirng ngudi ho da manh va khi két hgp
lai ho s@ hitu sttc manh phi thuwong. Ta da tirng xem mét vai Vuong quéc
béng téi mdi ho bat dau kién tao, va ching that vi dai. Va du cau di con
bang tudi ta — that ra Isis con 16n tudi hon mot chit — ho van khéng hé bi
Bién do6i. Cau ay van dep trai va di van xinh dep.” Bastet khong thé nao gitr
cho giong minh khong chiit cay dang.

“Néu Isis va Orisis ung ho con, thi nhitng Elder va Elder vi dai khac
cling sé thé,” Anubis tir ton n6i nhitng suy nghi minh ra. “Nhung vi sao ho
muon ung hd con trudt ng6i anh chii?”

“Ho khong c6 con. Sau Aten, con la chau ho tiép theo ctia ho. Ho khong
bao gid muon chi tri vi mot luc dia & mot vieong quoc bong t6i. Mot ngan
nam trwdc ho da noi rang sé c6 mot ngay ho sé thong tri hang chuoi nhitng
thé gidi, du cho ho phdi ti minh tao ra ching. Bastet chi vé phia bén kia dia
bay. “BAt Marethyu. Con da titng 1am duoc, gid? con c6 thé lam lai duoc.
Con phdi can trong dé bat anh trai con, cac anpu sé gitip con. Sau dé cho
vai anpu t6i Murias bat Abraham va nhitng ai theo phe canh 6ng ta.”

“Sau d6 con nén lam gi, thua Mau hau?”

Po6i mat vang to twéng ctia Bastet chép chdp vi ngac nhién. Ba quay
sang huwdng bac, noi nha ti ndi Itta Huracan moc 1én tir hon déo. “Vi sao
con lai phéi nudi ching cht¥ - tit ca bon ching, Aten, Marethyu, Abraham
va nhitng ké tu nhan ngoai bang kia nita — con hay ném chung vao nui Itra.”

Anubis gat dau. “Khi nao con nén bat dau?”
Bastet chi xuéng noi Aten dang nam tay Marethyu dong y cho théa thuan
ho vira dat dwgc. “Gid 1a ldac thich hgp d6.” Mong vuot ctia ba nam 1dy ban

tay nhw chan dong vat cta con trai, chat t6i noi chdy mau. “Giét chung di,
Anubis. Giét tat cad bon chiing r6i Danu Talis sé 1a cta con.”
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“Ctia mau hau nita,” Anubis thi tham trong khi c¢6 gang g& ban tay dang
dau nhtrc ra.

“Va cua ta,” ba ta dong tinh. “ROi chiing ta sé trj vi vinh vién.”
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CHUONG BA MUOI BA

Mars Ultor ditng lai & goc duong Broadway va duong Scott dé 14y hoi.
Ong dwa vao bitc twdng gach dé nhin lai vé dwong Broadway. Ong da
khong nhan ra doan duwong quéa doc, va chan ong do lau ngay khong luyén
tap, gio trd nén cing ngac vi dau, cdc co bap € am va dau ran. Khi
Zephaniah tha 6ng ra khoi nha tu xwong & dwdi long Paris, luéng dién citng
bao quanh ngudi ong trong hang thé ky bién thanh bui quanh chan 6ng,
giup 6ng thoat khoi sy nang né deo bam 6ng bao 1au nay. Du6i 16p vé do,
ong kinh hoang nhan ra rang co thé tirng rat cwong trang cta ong gio trd
nén mém nhéo, chan rat yéu gan nhw khong thé chong noi trong lwgng co
thé. Nhung it nhat Mars Ultor da cé lai sttc manh ctia minh; Zephaniah c6
thé khong c6é doi mat, vi ba da doi né cho Chronos dé c6 dwgc tri thite gitp
chong ba an toan. Mars Ultor hit mét hoi sau. Khi tit cd nhitng viéc nay
qua di — va gia st ong con song — 6ng nghi ong sé di tham lao Chronos ghé
tdm kia. Chac chan rang vi Elder kinh khung kia con git d6i mat cta
Zephaniah & trong mot céi lo & dau do. Co thé ong c6 thé thuyét phuc lao
dwa cho 6ng. Mars bé dét ngén tay. Ong c6 thé rat thuyét phuc.

Ong quay trai budc t6i duong Scott.

Vi Elder cdm thay ngudn sttc manh kinh nguwdi, luéng sttc manh dé da di
mat tredc khi chiéc xe jeep quan doi dau lai va ba ngudi nhdy xuéng via he.

Mot ngudi trong c6 vé la ngudi Anh Diéng cao 16n, khac kho véi lan da
mau dong va sic bén chui ra. “Ong 1a Mars.” D6 1a mot cau khing dinh,

cht khong phai cau hoi.

“Ai muon biét chit?” Mars Ultor tra 10i, nhin quanh quan dwong khong
hiéu day c6 phai mot cudc tan cong khong.
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Mot trong ba ngudi & dang sau xe jeep nghiéng nguoi, trén dau ong ta
doi chiéc mii cao boi kiéu Stetson dé 16 ra bang bit mat phai. “T6i mudn
biét.”

Mars Ultor ditng chét tran. “Odin a?”

R6i ngwoi thit ba, nhd bé hon, mac mot chiéc do khoac to sy, ha mi
xuong dé 16 khuon mat cta con ché nhd, véi hai chiéc rang nanh moc tw
moi trén. B6 la mot nguwdi phu nit, deo kinh den che hau hét khuon mat
nhung khong thé che n6i dong nwéc den ngom dang chay ra tir mat.

“Hel a?”
“Chu a,” 0 ta ndi tiéng ken két.

Mars Ultor mé to mat hét nhin Odin r6i nhin Hel r6i nhin ngudi tai xé.
“T6i van dang mo u?”

“Vay néu ong dang & day, thi 6ng dang mo ac mong dd.” Nguoi tai xé
dudi tay dé 16 canh tay co bap. Mot chiéc vong mau lam deo quanh ¢ tay
ong ta. “T6i 1a Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiak.” Ong ta mic chiéc quan bo cii
vet, di doi giay cao boi cli va mac chiéc do phong in chit Grand Canyon bac
mau. “Nhung ong ct goi t6i la Chim Ung Pen. Chu nhan cta toi la
Quetzalcoatl. Ong ay gtii tdi t6i dén hai ngudi kia” — 6ng ta gio ngén tay
cai len. “va toi vira co0 mot cudc goi kéu toi di don ong luon. O, ong ay cling
gtti 10i hoi tham 6ng d6.” Chim Ung Pen ngéd ngwoi ra dé Mars ngoi vao
ghé hanh khach. “Nhung t6i khong nghi 6ng ay that long.” Ong ta khoi
dong dong co va quay sang nhin bo ba khac la. “Luat ngam cua Elder 1a an
mac 16i thoi a?”
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Vi van con choang nén Mars 10 ngwoi tai xé di ma quay lai nhin hai
Elder dang sau. “Lan cudi toi gap hai nguwoi, hai nguwdi sap danh nhau co

mé »

“Po la luc do...” Odin noi.

“...con gio la gio” Hel ngong nghiu nodi. “GIo chiung ta co6 ké thu chung.
No6 boc ultaga nghi han ta c6 thé trd thanh cha nhan.”

Chim Ung Pen déng ctta lai va lai xe lén doi, doi mat den liéc trai liéc
phdi tim dia chi.

“P6é la mot tén giong nguwdi, John Dee,” Odin noi.

Mars Ultor gat dau. “Zephaniah néi cho t6i nghe r6i. Ba dy néi han dinh
triéu hoi Coatlicue dé hai ching ta.”

“Dee huy diét cdy Yggdrasill,” Odin néi, chuyén sang thit ngén ngttu c6
treéc con nguoi ca thién nién ky.

“Han giét Hekate.”

Dot nhién c6 mui thit chdy va ludng khi dé tia bao quanh vi Elder. “A,
vO toi quén noéi vai toi chuyén dé. Glong nguwoi dé giét Hekate a?” Mars
Ultor hoi, giong run 1én vi téc gian. “Hekate ctia ong d6?” ong ta noi voi
Odin.

Vi Elder gat. “Hekate ctia t6i,” 6ng ta thi tham.

“Va hay diét Yggdrasill,” Hel nhac lai. “Nhitng Vwong quoc béng toi
cta Asgard, Niflheim va Diém qudc da bi hay diét. Canh cong téi sau
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vrong quoc khac cling sup do, phéng kin ho & d6 mai mai, khién ho chét
dan trong giam ham va huy diét. “

“Chi mot nguwdi ma lam duogc diéu do a?” Mars héi.

“Tén nguwoi Dee,” Hel néi. Cé nhoai ngwoi, khién mui chwdng khi bao
quanh Dee. “Nhitng cht nhan ctia Dee mu6n han séng. Nhung chirng nao
Dee con song han con la méi nguy vdi tat ca ching ta. Chu t6i va t6i da di
tGi théa thuan chung: ching toi t6i day dé giét Dee.” Co dat nhitng ngén
tay mong vuot 1én vai Mars Ultor. “Chong lai chiing toi 1a sai lam.”

Mars day nhitng ngén tay cua vi Elder ra khoi vai minh nhw thé xua di
nhitng th vai vun. “Dirng bao gio nghi tdi viec de doa cha chit chau gai.
Chu biét chu da di vang kha 1au. C6 khi chau quén chi la ai. Chd la cdi gi.”

“Chung t6i biét 6ng la ai chit cau em ho,” Odin than nhién néi. “Chuing
toi biét ong la cai gi — ching t6i da mat nhitng nguwoi than va ho hang vi s
t&c gian cua ong. Va cau hoi quan trong hon la: vi sao ong ¢ day?”

Mars Ultor mim cuoi. “O thi, tirng c6 lic ching ta & cling phe. Vg toi
mdi tha ty do cho t6i va giao cho t6i mot nhiém vu don gian: giét Ts.John

Dee.”

Chim Ung Pen dirng xe trudc khi vi Elder nao c6 thé phan tng. “Ching
ta téi noi roi,” Nguwoi Anh Diéng bat tir thong béo.

“T&i dau?” Mars Ultor hoi.
“Nha cta Giam quan Tsagaglalal.”

Mars va Odin gitup Hel ra khéi xe khi ctta mé. Prometheus va Niten déu
madc do giap lam tir luong dién xuat hién & bac thém dan vao nha. Khong
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khi chua 1én béi da thi mui — mui thit chdy va mui tra xanh, hoa hoi, cay
thd phuc linh va mui ca won — r6i sau do, v6i mot tiéng gam gian dit, Mars
Ultor 16i mot thanh doan kiém dwéi 4o khoac lao thang vao Prometheus,
nham thang lw&i kiém vao c6 hong ong.
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CHUONG BA MUOI TU

“Em vira ndi chuyén véi thang bé,” Virginia no6i khi bat kip John Dee
dang di xuéng duwong mon quanh déo.

Dee liéng nhin ngwoi phu nit nhung khong néi gi.

Virginia lac dau thao toc ra dé n6 roi xuéng lwng. “Cau ta hoi em chuyén
gl sé xdy ra néu tat ca nhitng con quai vat dugc tha vao thanh phd.”

“Sé la tham hoa,” Dee néi va vay tay trong khong khi. “Bao dong.”

“O diing, d6 1a chuyén mén cta anh ma Tién si. Nhung con cac Elder?”
CoO ta nhwdn may hoi. “Em nghi ké hoach 1a 1i quai dugc tha vao thanh pho
sau d6 cac Elder sé xuat hién va cttu thé giéi.”

“Pung la ké hoach ban dau nhu thé.”

Ho di vao mot goc duong. Gio thoi tir vinh quét qua ho. San Francisco
va Cau Cong Vang hién lén trén mat nwdc trong budi chiéu ta. “Anh doan
ké hoach c6 thay do6i.”

“N6 da thay do6i.”

Virginia thd mot hoi dai that vong. “Liéu em c6 phai 16i cau tra 10i tw
anh ra hay anh sé noi voi em? Anh 16i em vao chuyén nay. Em dang vui vé
hanh phtic & Luan Bon chang bi ai chu y. Thé ma gid em dugc treo gia vi

anh.”

Dee van im lang.
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“Anh bat dau lam em tic r6i d6,” Virginia binh tinh néi. “Va anh khong
muon em gian dau. EM khéng tin anh chwa tirng thdy em gian.”

Phép su li€c nhin ra sau. Machiavelli dang néi chuyén véi Billy, trong
khi Josh & phia sau. Ca ba déu & xa ho nén khong thé nghe lom dugc,
nhung han van ha giong chang hon thi tham la may. “Em da hiva véi anh.”

“Anh da hita cho em thé gi6i nay.”

“Anh c6 hira.”

“Va em mong anh sé thuc hién dung 10i hita.”

Tién si gat dau. “Anh dang lam thé - va luén luon lam thé.”

“Khong TIén si a, Anh lu6n luén la mot ké néi doi tuyét voi,” Virginia
néi, “nhwng it nhat anh luén can trong dé néi vdi em sy that.” Giong c6 trg
nén lanh gia nhw luéng gié thdi qua vinh. “Do6 1a diéu duy nhat gitip anh

song qua may thé ky roi.”

Dee gat dau. “Tat nhién em no6i ding. Anh chwa bao gio c6 y dinh néi
do6i em.” Han thd dai. “Nhitng ngay qua that...khé khan.”

“Kho khan a?” Virginia Dare cwdi. “Hinh nhw ta can gach chan chit do6
nita co.” Nu cwdi c6 mdé rong hon ra mang tai. “Trong mot tuan, anh da tw
mot nd boc — a khong, phai hon thé, m6t ndo boc cé tiéng tam — ctia mot
trong nhitng Elder béng t6i vi dai nhat trd thanh mot utlaga. Ho mudn anh
chét. Anh da giét hai mot Elder va huy diét vo6 s6 cac Vwong qudc bong
t6i.”

“Em khong can phai nhac anh...” Dee dinh néi nhwng Virginia tiép tuc.
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“Chi trong bay ngay, moi thit anh da tirng lam, nhitng diéu anh tin twéng
da thay doi va thay doi triét dé.”

“Em thich thi l[am phdi khong!” Dee cao giong ndi.

“Em to mo xem anh g& roi cho anh th6i ma Tién si.”

“O, nhw em néi r6i dé: gid em cung thuyén véi anh. Em da gianh hau
nhw cé doi song trong bong t6i, Virginia a. Nhung gio anh sang dang chiéu
vé phia em. Nhitng Elder, Thé Hé K& ti€p, ca nhitng tay sai loai ngudi déu

dang san lung an, thé nén ho cling sé baAm dudi em nita.”

“DPé chinh la van dé ctia em vé&i anh,” Virginia n6i, nhitng ngén tay nam
chat 1dy cay sao go. Co c6 thé cam thdy n6 nong 1én bén dwdi ban tay co.

“Anh c6 mot ké hoach,” Dee noi.

“Em nghi la anh c6.”

“Mot ké hoach nguy hiém.”

“Em khong nghi ngo g1.”

Dee dirng lai trwdc tdng da nhd ra bién. Han quay lai nhin Josh va hai
nguoi bat tir dang tién tGi. “Nhitng ngay qua da day cho anh rat nhiéu. Ho
gitp anh nhan ra anh nén trd thanh chu nhan chtt ding lam no6 1€. Va mot
tuan roi khéng han la dé bé,” han ndi tiép.

“Co 1é em nén n hac anh rang céng ty anh da chay rui, anh khong cé tién

va anh khong con chén dung than trong Vwong quoc béng toi nay? Ké ca
ké hoach tha Coatlicue cling da that bai.”
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“Nhung anh c6 bén thanh kiém sitc manh va Cuén Codex. O, hau hét
cuon Codex,” han stra lai. “Flamel van con hai trang cu6i cung.”

“Pung khong?” Virginia nghi vé diéu dé trong mot chéc. “Anh cé thé
danh doi nhitng thit anh cé — bon thanh kiém va cuén sach — cho céac Elder.

Ho c6 thé sé tra tu do va cudc song cho anh.”

“Nhung thé thi ré mat qua. Vdéi thanh kiém nay va cuén Codex...anh c6
thé lam dwgc gan nhw 1a tat ca.”

“Nhung khi anh dung thanh kiém, anh sé cho cac Elder biét anh dang &
dau. Anh trao do6i thanh kiém nay véi ho. Doi lai anh sé khéng bi day doa
trong Vuong qudc bong t6i khac nghiét.”

“Anh c6 y twdng con hay hon. Anh hita v6i em rang em sé co6 thé gidi
nay,” Dee néi ngay. “Nhung anh nghi anh con c6 thé cho em nhiéu hon
nhiéu.”

“No6i cho em nghe,” Dare n6i. B4t nhién c6 cam thay hitng thu.

“Em ludn tham lam ma. Em da n6i v6i anh em mu6n théng tri.”

“John a...” ¢6 ndi, cé chit lo lang trong giong noi.

“0 lai v4i anh,” Dee giuc gia, “tin anh, bao vé va ung ho anh, va anh sé
cho em khong chi mot virong quoc, khong phdi hai hay ba ma 1a tat ca.”

“Tat ca 4?” Virginia lac dau that vong. “John, em khong hiéu anh néi gi.”

Dee cudi khic khich. “Em muén trj vi chudi cac Vwong quéc Bong toi
khong?”
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“Cai nao?”
“Anh vira noi do — tat ca.”
“Khong thé nao...”

“O, nhung c6 thé day. Va anh biét cach.” Phap sv lai cuoi, tiéng cudi
nghe the thé va kich dong.

“Va néu em c6 hét cac Vuong qudc Bong t6i thi anh dugc gi ha Ts.John
Dee?”

“Chi mot thé gigi théi. Anh mu6n thé gidi dau tién.”

“Anh mu6n Danu Talis?” Virginia nin thd.

Hin gat dau. “Danu Talis.” Anh mit hin sang 1én thit tia sang man dai.
“Anh mudén Danu Talis, nhung khong dé tri vi — em muodn thi em tri vi
lu6n. Anh mu6n gianh ca doi dé nghién ctitu. Anh muén biét dwgc tri thitc
cta bon giong loai vi dai — Elder, Archon, Nguoi Co dai va Chada dat.”

Virginia nhin han khong hiéu.

“Anh sé bién em thanh Isis méi. Anh sé bién em tr¢ thanh nit hoang cta
cac Vuong quoc Boéng t6i.” HAn tdi tredc mét Dare va nhin c6. “Anh chua
bao gio néi doi em, Virginia. Chinh em ciing da néi thé. Hay nghi di

Virginia Dare: Em la Nit hoang ctia cic Vwong quéc Béng t6i.”

“Em thich nghe thé,” Virginia binh than néi. “Nhung anh mudén em lam
gi?”
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“Video et taceo,” han noi.
“Nghia la sao?” C6 mat kién nhan hai lai.
“Pdy la phwong cham ctia mot nguwdi anh tirng yéu. Cau dé nghia la “Toi

khong nhin khong thdy gi.” Vay sao em khong nghe theo cau d6 — im
miéng, quan sat va khong noi gi.”
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CHUONG BA MUOI LAM
“Kiéu cuoi do khién t6i noi da ga,” Billy 1am bam.
Machiavelli gat dau. “T6i sg ap luc dang khién tién si cé van dé roi.”

“Ho dang muu do gi do,” Billy ndi, nhin thang vé phia Dee va Dare dang
to nho.

“Cau biét Virginia nhiéu hon t6i,” nguwoi Y noi. “Cau c6 tin co ta
khong?”

Billy dat tay vao trong tdi sau quan bo. “Ngudi cudi cung t6i tin twdng
da ban t6i tr sau lung.”

“Vay thi toi c¢ hiéu la khéng vay.”

“Niccolo, t6i thich c6 ta. Chung t6i da c6 vai chuyén phiéu lwu ra tro
cung nhau. C6 ay da cttu mang toi hai lan, va t6i cling da tirng cttu c6 ay.”
Cau cuoi roi khuén mat hién nét dau thwong. “Nhung Virginia...om, co 4y...
c6 ay 6 chut xa la.”

“Billy,” Machiavelli néi kém mot tiéng cwoi 16n, “chiing ta déu c6 chat
xa la.” Ong riing minh vi gi6 lanh va kéo 4o khoac chit vao nguoi.

“Nhuwng Virginia la xa la nhat.” Nguwoi My lac dau. “Co ay la con ngudoi
bat tt, nhung c6 dy khac — khac theo nghia nguy hiém. C6 ay 16n 1én cé
mot minh, chay nhay giita vung ritng nui Virginia hoang da. Nhitng bo toc
Anh Diéng cham séc ¢0 ta, cho ¢o ta thitc an va quan 4o. T6i nghi ho tin c6
ay la tinh linh cda ritng hodc cai gi dai loai thé. Ho sg ¢ ta va goi c6 ta la
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Windigo: mot con quai vat. Moi khi dan lang mat tich trong rirng, ho lai né
nguoi kia bi Windigo bat an thit.”

Machiavelli hit mot hoi. “Cau am chi la...”

Billy lac dau quay qudy. “T6i chi ké cho 6ng nghe mot cau chuyén thoi.
Theo t6i dugc biét, c6 dy an chay,” cau néi thém. “Co ay ludon luon khéng
dé y tdi ngay thang, va phai t¢i nam mudi hay mwdi mot tudi o ta maGi biét
néi. T6i nghi co dy cé thé giao tiép vdi dong vat, nhung téi khong biét c6 ta
lam thé nao ma séng, tdi cling khong biét c6 ay da phdi lam nhitng gi.
Nhung t6i cling khong héi. T6i chi biét la nhitng nam thang d6 da hay hoai
co ta. Co ta khong thuc sy quan tam t6i con ngwoi du c6 ay luén cé thé
thuan héa bat ¢t con vat nao. Co ay tirng ndi vdi toi rang co ay cai tri cac
khu ritng ctia Virginia, noi moi tao vat déu biét c6 dy, nhitng ngudi dan ban
dia tho phung va sung kinh c6 ay.”

“T6i cling khong ro,” Machiavelli n6i. “T6i khong cé nhiéu théng tin vé
cudc doi co ta.”

“Ong c6 biét 6 ay giét cha nhan ctia minh khong?”

Machiavelli gat dau. “T6i biét chit. Va to6i biét c6 ay va Dee kha gan giii.
Toi tin ho tham chi da tirng dinh hon. Nhung t6i khong chac ho xing d6i.”

“Tdi cling biét chuyén do,” Billy tiép tuc néi. “cé &y muén lam ba cha. O
vai virong quoc bong t6i phu can, c6 ay dugc coi nhw nit than. Co &y mudn
nguwoi ta tho phung va sg ¢6 ay nhw nhitng ngwdi dan ban dia ctia Virginia.”

“O. N6 gitp 6 ta c6 cam gidc minh can thiét,” Machiavelli n6i. “Toi

cling khéng ngac nhién 1am khi mot ngwdi nhw c6 ta 1a mot diva tré bi bé
roi tw lic lot long. Vay c¢6 ay nguy hiém ha?”
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“O ding. O hau hét cac Vwong qudc Bong tdi, cd dy dugce thd phung nhu
N than cda chét chéc.” Billy néi chac chan. “Loi chét nguwdi dau tién cta
ong la danh gia thap c6 ta. Loi thit hai la tin c6 ta.”

Pring lic dé tiéng cwdi man dai cta Phap suw vong lai trong lan gié. “T6i
phan van khong hiéu Dee c6 biét khong?” Machiavelli 6i. “Liéu co ta cé
trung thanh v&i han...néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra?”

Billy quan sat ngudi Y that k. “Cai gi xay ra co?” cau ta nhe nhang héi.

Machiavelli nhin thanh pho bén kia vinh va nhiu may, nhitng nép nhan
han sau trén tran. “Dao nay t6i da nghi rat nhiéu t6i vo t6i, Marietta. Cau c6
két hon bao gio khong Billy?”

Nguwoi My lac dau. “Trwdc khi la ngwdi bat ti t6i chwa bao gio c6 thoi
gian cho viéc ay; sau do cling vay. Toi nghi lam thé sé khong cong bang véi
VO t6i.”

“Rat thong minh. T6i wéc minh dwgc can nhac lai. T6i két luan rang
nguwoi bat ti chi nén & cung ngwoi bat tir. Nicholas va Perenelle rat may
min khi dugc séng cing nhau.” Ong ta cudi 16n. “Cé 18 Dee nén 1y Dare.
Do sé la mot cdp hay ho do.”

Billy nhe ring cuoi. “Co dy sé giét 6ng ta ngay trong nim dau tién. Tinh
khi ctia Virginia xau lam.”

“V g t6i, Marietta ciing khong dugc hién diu cho lam. Nhuwng ba ay c6 ly
do dé nhu thé. T6i khong phai mot nguwdi chong tét. Toi luén ludn di cong
tdc qua thuwong xuyén va qua lau. Lic do t6i ludn thuong tric moi lo bi am
sat. Marietta tdoi nghiép ctia t6i da phdi chiu dwng rat nhiéu. Ba iy tirng
budc t0i t6i vi 1a mdt con quai vat khong cé tinh nguwdi. Ba dy noi toi nén
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dirng viéc nghi con ngwdoi la nhitng cé thé di. Ho 1a mot cong dong — khong
tén tudi va khong ai nhé mat — du ho 1a ké thu hay chién hitu.”

“Ba ay noi dung khong?”

“No6i diung,” nguwdi Y bubn rau néi. “Sau doé ba ay bé dira con trai cua toi
len, Guido va hoi t6i n6 c6 phai mot ca thé khong.”

Billy nhin vé phia Machiavelli dang tran tran nhin. “Vay thanh pho nay
la mot cong dong nhitng nguwoi 6ng khong thé chi mat diém tén, hay la
nhitng ca thé song tach roi?”

“Sao cau lai hoi thé?”

“V1i t6i nghi 6ng sé khong c6 van dé gi trong viéc gitt 10i hita véi Chu
nhan Elder cua ong va Quetzalcoatl va sé tha 1t quai vat vao trong cong
dong khong thé chi mat diém tén trong thanh ph6”

“Cau néi ding. Trudc day toi da ting lam thé.”

“Nhung néu 6ng nhin nhan la tap hop nhitng ca thé...”

“Thi lai khac,” Machiavelli dong tinh.

“Ai da néi cau nay nhi, ‘ngudi ta hiva vi trong qua khit ngudi ta can lam
thé, con hién tai sé lam 10i hita bi hiy bo’?”

Nguoi Y liéc nhin ngwdi M§ bat ti¥ roi cli dau xudng. “T6i tin 1a tdi da
néi cau do...lau lam r6i.”

“Ong ciing viét ring “Hoang t khong bao gid thiéu 1y do chinh dang dé
that hita,” Billy néi va cuoi toe toét.
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“Pung la t6i cling no6i cau dé. T6i ngac nhién vé cau do, Billy.”

Billy nhin thanh phé r6i nhin ngudi Y. “VAay ong thdy thanh phé nay nhw
thé nao?”

“La nhitng ca thé,” Machiavelli thi tham.

“Ly do d6 la da dé pha bo 16i hita véi chu nhan Elder cta 6ng va con
quai vat duoi chim kia chwa?”

Machiavelli gat dau. “Pua.”

“T6i biét ong sé noi thé.” Nguwdi My bat tir viron tay ra nam chat ban tay
nguoi Y. “Ong 1a nguoi t6t d6 Niccolo Machiavelli.”

“T6i khong nghi thé. Lic nay t6i thdy minh 1a mot waerloga. Mot ké pha
v0 1oi thé. Mot thay phu thay.

“THay phu thty.” Billy the Kid nghiéng dau. “T6i thich thé. T6i nghi t6i
cling sé tré thanh mot thay phu thay dé.”
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CHUONG BA MUOI SAU

Scathach biét moi van dé déu cé cach giai quyét.

Tuy nhién c6 khong gioi gidi quyét van dé. D6 ludn la biét tai cta chi gai
cd. Aoife 1a mot nha chién lwgc; Scathach thi thich tdn cong tryc dién luén.
Thi thodng tdn cong thang vao can c& ctia quan dich kha t6t. Co da ciu
Joan theo cach d6. Nhung mot s6 van dé lai can gidi quyét theo duwong
vong. Va Scatty thi chang bao gid di dwong vong.

Nit Chién binh ng6i & ctrta buong giam, chan du dwa, mat nhin xudng
dong nham thach luc buc bén dué6i. Co wéc gi chi c6 dang & bén co. Aoife
sé biét can lam gi. Bong t6i dung dwa chan, danh nhip chan vao vach da,
sau d6 ngra mat 1én nhin bau trén trén dau. Tredc hém qua co6 khong hé
nghi gi tdi chi gai nhung gid co lai nghi suét. RO rang khi & trén ddo chi vai
dam cach cho6 b6 me va anh trai sinh s6ng da khién c6 nghi t6i gia dinh. Va
d1 ¢6 khong thira nhan diéu d6, nhung thuc sy Scathach dang cd don. O cd
cling c6 nhitng ngwoi ban loai nguwoi, nhung ho sé gia va chét di; co cling
c6 kha nhiéu nguwdi ban bat tir - gia dinh Flamel giong b6 me ¢6 hon ca bo
me rudt ctia cd6 — nhung ké ca nhitng nguwdi bat tit gia nhat cling khong biét
nhitng thit c6 da lam va nhitng noi co6 da t6i. Trong ca thién nién ky, co
khong c6 ai dé tro chuyén tam sy. Joan gan giong chi em vGi co, nhung
Joan méi sinh vao nam 1412 — ¢6 ay chi méi nam tram chin muoi lam tudi.
Scathach da séng trén trai dat nhwng hai ngan nam tram nam, va con thém
bdy ngan nam du ngoan khap cac Vwong quoc bong tdi khac. Chi cé chi c6
m&i hiéu song mot quang thoi gian dai nhuw thé 1a thé nao.

Co thdy minh khong may khi nghi t6i viéc Aoife ngirng nghi vé ¢o. Thi

thodng c0 ciing nghi ngd chuyén do; Aoife Bong toi thwong chi quan tam
t6i ban than minh.
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Gio Aoife & dau? Chi dy van & Vuong quoc Bong toi trai dat chi?
Scathach nham mat lai va tdp trung nghi t6i chi. Trong vai lan hiém hoi
trudce day, thi thoang co cling nhin thoang qua nhitng khong gian va con
nguwoi. Co khong biét liéu minh c6 két noi gi véi c6 chi song sinh khong.
Nhuwng lan nay c6 khong thay gi...chi mot man den trong rong. Nit Chién
binh nhiu may. Néu c6 dang két noi véi chi, thi liéu do co6 phai céi chi co
dang thay khong? Scathach cam thay kha rd rang c6 dang ding trong mot
khong gian t6i den ménh mong...nhwng c6 khong chi c6 mét minh. Con cé
tht khac & day nita. Co thi gi d6 dang di chuyén trong khong gian nay.
Thit gi d6 to 16n, biét phun xi xi, kéu luc cuc. Thit gi dé c6 xwa va doc ac.

Du c¢6 khong chiu n6i cai nong cuia nti ltra, ¢6 van thay rung minh.

Chi ¢ gap rac roi u? D6 hau nhv la chuyén khong twéng. Aoife it nhat
cling nguy hiém chét nguoi nhw Béng Toi. Chi dy nhanh nhay va tan nhan,
chi &y khong biét x6t thiwong cho con ngudi...trtt mot nguwdi duy nhat: Niten
—Miyamoto Musashi. Bong t6i v thitc gat dau. Kiém si sé biét chi gdo co &
dau. Cé thé - chi la c6 thé thoi — va néu co song sét — co sé tdi gap Niten va
nhd anh ta gwi tin cho Aoife. C6 thé, chi la cé thé thoi, day la lic dé han
gan moi quan hé.

Scathach nga ngwdi nhin 1én bau trdi to6i dan. Mau xanh nhat da chuyén
sam sang mau tim, nhitng ngoi sao dau tién bat dau nhap nhay trén bau troi.
C6 hau nhu c6 thé nhan ra tat ca.

Mot luéng sang do tham vut qua khién c6 chu y.
Lic dau c6 nghi do6 la sao bang; nhwng sau d6 c6 nhan ra dé la mot
vinama dang chuyén dong ém ru trén bau troi, phan chiéu anh sang do tw

nham thach bén dwédi. Hét cai nay roi cai kia ti€p n6i. Ban nang song sét
khién c6 dirng bat day, & phia bén kia nui Itta ¢6 thay Saint-Germain cling
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da ding lén. Anh ta cling biét c6 gi do bat thuwong. Scathach quan sat tirng
chiéc dia bay bay qua bay lai trong su6t may tiéng qua chd cac tu nhan tdi,
va vira r6i la tha banh my méc va nwdc chua lé xudng cac xa lim. Mot s6
banh my va nwdc udng khoi roi vao cac xa lim ma tim duwong di thang
xuong song nham thach. Tuy vay cac anpu phi cong ciling chang dé y may
t&i viéc tu nhan no déi ra sao.

“Joan!” Scathach hét.

“Em thay thay roi,” Joan of Arc néi vong xuéng. Khu6én mat c6 xudt hién
¢ g0 nui ngay trén dau Scathach. “Em thady muwdi hay mudi hai...”

Scathach nheo mat nhin 1én bau troi dém. “Tam...muoi..mudi hai —
khong, 1a mudi ba. Mudi bon,” c6 két thic. “chi nghi c6 mwdi bon cai.”

Bén kia nui Itra Palamedes dang vay c6. Khi 6ng biét c6 da chu y, vi hiép
si Saracen nam duo6i ban tay ba lan.

“Muoi lam,” Scathach hét 1én vGi Joan “Palamedes dém c6 mudi lam
cai.”

“Vay ké hoach thé nao?” Joan hét.
“Con phu thuoc...”
“Vao cai gi?”

“Vao viéc chung téi dau trwdc. Chi nghi ching sé tdi ché chi hoac
Palamedes.”

“R0i sao?”
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Scathach cudi toe toét dé 16 ham rang ma ca rong. “0, chi c6 mot cach
thoat ra khéi may nha lao nay la bang vimana. Vi thé ching ta phai kiém
soat dugc mat trong s6 chiing.”

“Ké hoach hay dé,” Joan mia mai néi. “Thé thi chi sé don thuwong doc ma
danh bai hai anpu trong khi van gilt vinama bay. Thé con mwoi bon chiéc
con lai thi sao? Chi nghi n6 bay tai cho a?”

“Chi noi do la ké hoach. Chi c6 néi ddy la ké hoach hoan hao dau.”

“Em nghi ké hoach cua chi sap thay d6i r6i,” Joan hét 1én.

Mot chiéc vimana xudt hién. Chiéc nay 16n hon, nhin t* sau n6 giéng
mot hinh tam giac dai det. Bé mat né mot bén phan chiéu bau troi dém con
bén kia sang 1én mau dé ctia nham thach hat 1én khién cho cac dwong nét
rat khé phan biét. N6 gam rua bén trén nhitng dia bay nhé hon. Bot nhién né
bat sang, cac anh sang mau xanh lg, xanh lam, dé birng sang & ba diém trén

hinh tam giac.

“Chiéc vinama Rukma ddy,” Scathach n6i bang thit ngdn ngit ctia thoi
tudi tré. “Chién thuyén. Pi vao trong xa lim ngay!”

Sau do chiéc vinam hinh tam giap ha canh xuéng miéng nui Iva.
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CHUONG BA MUOI BAY

Mars Ultor lao vao Prometheus véi thanh doan kiém sac nhu dao cao.
Tay Niten vung 1én nhanh nhw chép chup 1y co6 tay Mars. Ban tay vi Elder
co lai roi ty dong ma& ra. Niten tom lay 1wGi dao dang roi. DPot nhién né lai
ké vao c6 hong Mars.

Niten nghiéng dau sang mot phia. “Ttng c6 thoi toi khong thé lai gan
dwgc ong. Nhung gio ong gia r6i.”

Mars nhe nhitng chiéc rang khi nd@ mot nu cwdi nguy hiém. “Nhanh do.
Nhanh nhu ta chwa bao giod dwgc nhin.” Sau d6 6ng ta di ca nhac 1én bac

thém.

Niten ném luwGi kifm cho Prometheus va budc xudng dwa tay cho vi
Elder. “Dugc dau véi 6ng la vinh hanh cho t6i.”

“Chung ta khong dau!” Mars budc 1én nhanh chéng, ddi dau vao bung
Niten khién anh nga ra sau. Kiém si 16ng vong lay thang bang vé vé thé tan.

“Duwng lai. Ngay lap ti&c!” Tsagaglalal vo day Niten khi di qua
Prometheus va nam 13y tai Mars Ultor. Ba véo tai khién ong ta kéu oai oai.

“Pay la cho 6ng — ta da noi sao vé viéc danh dau ré6i ha?”

Mars Ultor d6 birng nhuw luéng dién cda minh. “Xin 16i, thwa Ba
Tsagaglalal,” 6ng 1am bam noi nhé.

Ba lao nhin Niten va chi vao nha. “Vao trong ngay.”

“Ong 4y khoi mao,” anh néi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ta khong can biét ai khoi mao. Pi vao nha rta tay di. Ban lam r6i. Ca
ong nita,” ba quat Prometheus. “Va 6ng dwa n6 cho t6i,” ba noi, gio tay ra
lay thanh kiém.

Prometheus c6 1dm mdi gift duge binh tinh. Ong dwa thanh kiém truéc
mat ba va noi. “DPay thwa ba,” 6ng cui dau.

“Pé cai ban ra ngoai veon. Chung ta sé mai nhitng vi khach uéng tra.”
Ba quay lai cudi vGi Odin, Hel va Chim Ung Pen dang ding bén dudi.
“May nguoi ¢ lai uong tra nhé.”

Khong ai ndi gi.

“P6 khong phai 10i dé nghi dau,” ba no6i thém. Trong giong ba dot nhién
trd nén sat da.
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CHUONG BA MUOI TAM

Perenelle Flamel bwdc tir civa s6 vé cho chong. “Anh sé khong tin em
néu em noi vGi anh em vira thiy gi dau,” ba n6i bang thit tiéng Phap co.

Nicholas Flamel dang ditng treéc guwong, can than cao bo rau ria ba ngay
tudi trén ma. “Em vira mang anh tr¢ vé tt c6i chét. Em ndi gi anh ciling

»

tin.

Perenelle ng6i cu6i chiéc giwvong cao hon ba khién chan ba dung dwva trén
mat san. “Ba Elder va mot ngwoi bat ti¥ vira xuat hién. Mot trong s6 doé deo
bang bit mat,” ba n6i thém.

Nicholas cuoi toe toét. “Odin. Téi dé tim Dee. COn ai nita?”

“M0ot c6 gai trong ky lam. Em khong nhin rd mdt nhung hinh nhw c6 ta
bi bénh vGi nhitng not den trang sung tay...”

“Hinh nhu 1a Hel,” Nicholas nin thd. “Odin va Hel di cung nhau. Thé thi
Dee gap rac roi to roi. Con ai nita?”

“Mot Elder to 16n mdc ao khoac da. Em chua ting gap ong ta. Nhung khi
ong ta thdy Prometheus, ong ta da cam thanh doan kiém vao vao ong ay.”

Nicholas mim cwoi. “Nguwoi do cé thé la bat ky ai — Prometheus c6 rat
nhiéu ké thu, nhung chi cé so it con song,” 6ng ndi thém. “Con nguwoi bat
t?”

“Em khong chac, nhung gwong mat ong ta kha quen.” Perenelle nhiu

may cO nhd. “Ngudoi Anh Biéng. Khong phai 6ng ban Geromino ctia anh.”
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Ba v0i noi.

“Anh cling khong nghi thé,” Nicholas néi khi chuwét kem cao rau khoi
cim. “Anh 4y khong bao gio xudt hién cung Elder Béng T6i.” Ong quay
sang vg va giang tay ra. “Tréng anh thé nao?”

“Gia.” Perenelle nhay khdi giwvdng va vong tay quanh chong 6m 6ng that
chat. Nhitng ngén tay ba lan theo nhitng nép nhan trén tran 6ng. “Ké ca
nhitng nép nhan cta anh ciing cé nép nhan nay.”

“O thi anh di sdu trim bay muoi bay roi con gi...”

“Sau tram bay muwaoi sau,” ba stra lai. “Van con ba thang nita mdi t6i sinh
nhat anh — ba dinh néi nhung dirng lai. Ho déu biét ho sé khong séng noi
tGi sinh nhat tiép. Perenelle quay nhanh di dé Nicholas khong nhin thay ba
roi nwéc mat. Ba chi vao chong quan 4o & cudi givong. “Phong nay tirng la
phong ctia b6 me cap sinh doi khi ¢ thanh phd. Quan do kia la cta bo
chung.”

“Quan bo v6i do phong cuia anh dau?” Nicholas héi.

“Khong cttu n6i.” Perenelle ngbi & canh giwvong xem xét chong mac do.
“Mot ngay thoi Nicholas, em da cho anh mot ngay.”

“Mot ngdy c6 thé cé nhiéu viéc xdy ra.” Ong nhe nhang néi. Ong mic
chiéc 4o so mi dong ciuc vao. Co6 4o qua rong con tay ao dai tdi tan dau
ngon tay ong. Perenelle gitip 6ng xan tay 4o trong khi 6ng dong cic, sau dé
ba cam con bo ngoc bich & bén canh 1én. Ba budc mot sgi day quanh do
deo vao c6 ong. Ba dit tay 1én con bo va dn vao nguc 6ng. Ong dit tay 1én
tay ba. Ludéng dién cta ho no lach tach phat ra nhitng tia ltta mau xanh va
trang, trong khi can phong tran ngap mui bac ha.
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“Cam on,” ong noi.
“Vi diéu gi?” ba hoi.
“Vi da cho anh thém mot ngay.”

“Em khong lam diéu do6 vi anh,” ba cuwdi n6i. “Em lam thé vi 1y do ca
nhan.”

Ong nhuwén 16ng may y hoi.
“Em lam thé vi em. Em khong thé song mot ngay khong c6 anh.”

“Chung ta chwa chét,” 6ng nhac nhé ba va cam 1dy tay ba. “Gi¢ ching ta
di xem cac Elder dinh lam gi. Duéi tang im ldng t6i dang ngo.”

“Vi ho déu sg Tsagaglalal. Ho biét ba ay la ai.” Perenelle dirng lai va ty
stta. “Ba ay la cdi gi.”
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CHUONG BA MUOI CHIN
“T&i lac r6i,” Billy the Kid vo vai Josh va chi vé phia Cau Cong Vang.

Josh dang cti dau ngam nhin nhitng con séng dap vao bo. Nhitng con
song dap vao bo tung bot trang xéa. Nhitng con séng nhw nhitng con ran
liém lay bo bién trwdc khi dap vao bd da. N6 chuyén dong tinh té€ qua 16p
cat va da r6i tan bién. Cac con séng tiép noi nhau x6 vao bd. Josh nuot
nuwéc bot rung minh. “Nhw ran vay.”

“Trong cau c6 chut xanh xao,” Billy the Kid néi, ditng trén miii da canh
Josh.

Cau thanh nién hat dau vé nhitng con séng. “Chung that sy giéng nhitng
con ran. Va toi thi ghét ran.”

“T6i cling chwa bao gid wa ran,” Billy thita nhan. “T6i bi ran dudi
chuéng can khi con nhd. T6i bi nhiém doc va c6 thé chét néu Chim Ung
Pen khong t6i ctru.”

“Néu toi c6 quyén quyét dinh,” Josh néi ludn, “thi khong cé ran riéc gi
hét.”

“T6i nghe thay do.”
Josh rung minh. Du bay gio mdi la thang Sau nhung nhitng con gio kha
mat mé va nhitng giot nwdc bay lén mat cau mat lanh, nhwng cau biét

khong chi thoi tiét khién cau thidy lanh. R6 rang trong khong khi phang phat
diéu gi d6 ma quai. Kiéu xau xi c6 xwa. “Anh da gap ong Ner...Nera...”
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“Nereus,” Billy noi ho.
“Anh da gap ong dy chua?”

“T6i da nghe vé 6ng ta, nhung toi chwa tirng gap ong ay tredc ngay hom
nay. T6i chwa bao gap nhiéu cac Elder, Thé Hé Ké tiép & Mién Tay. Dee va
Machiavelli 1a nhitng ngudi bat tiz chdu Au dau tién t6i gip.” Anh ta vudt
toc khéi mat. “T6i quan tam tdi moi ban than minh va lam vai viéc troi oi
dat h&i cho chu nhan cua t6i, Quetzalcoatl. To6i cting lam vai viéc, nhw thé
vé si cho vai sy kién trong thanh pho. T6i da di phiéu lwu cung Virginia vao
vai Vuong quoc Bong t6i phu can, nhwng hau nhw ching ciing chi 1a nhitng
ban copy cta thé gidi nay, va ching t6i ciling it dung do véi li quai vat.”
Anh ta chi vao nhitng xa lim dang trwdc va dang sau ho. “T6i chua tirng
thdy nhitng sinh vat thé nay trudc day.”

“Ong ta toi kia,” Josh nin thg. Mdt nuéc ré lam doi va ong ta hién ra.
Trong ong ta kha giong may con quai vat xic tu. Ngoai trtr cai dau giong
nguoi binh thuong thi mai téc 6ng ta gidng nhuw nhitng sgi réu xoan xoan.
Guong mat ong ta to bé, xwong go ma cao, xuwong ham chac khoe véi 16p
rau day chia lam d6i, lan v&i nhitng sgi tao bién.

“Ong gia cua Bién ca d6,” Billy thi tham. “Mot Elder.”

“Trong 6ng ta cling binh thwong dé chit,” Josh dinh ndi, nhung roi
Nereus nang minh 1én khién cau trai tré thiy phan duwdi cta Elder va tam
chén bach tudc. Chi c6 diéu, c6 gi dé khong 6n. Ba trong so nhitng cai chan
to twéng cun ln, trén tran 6ng c6 nhitng vét chay béng rép xau xi. Vi Elder
mac mot chiéc do chap tr tdo bién, sau lung deo chiéc dinh ba. Josh ho
hang con Billy chui nwéc mat — khong khi von chi ¢c6 mui mudi bién gio
hoa tron cung mui ca won lau ngay va mui m& ca voi hong.
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“Nereus,” Dee vita goi vira di xuong ria nwdc. “Dén lic roi. Chung t6i
dang dgi ong.”

Ong gia Bién ca vuon tay 1én bd da cudi va mim cudi véi Dee khoe ca
mom day rang nhon hoat. “Loai nguwdi, ngwoi quén sao. Ta khong tra 10i
cho 6ng.” Giong ong ta nghe dinh dép va am wét. “Va ta dang doi,” 6ng néi
thém.

“Ong doa dam t6i khong ich gi dau. Ong ciing thira biét ma,” Dee dap
tra.

Nereus 10 han ta di. “Vay ching ta ¢ day dé lam...” Vi Elder nhin
Machiavelli r6i Billy, Virginia va sau cung la Josh. “Nhitng ngudi bat ti va
mot Vang téi day dé ha man cho thé gidi. Bing nhw 161 tién tri tir thoi Khai
Nguyén.” Ong ta nhin Josh. Ludng dién quanh ngudi cau lée 1én tao thanh
mot bo luwdi gidp vang kim bado vé cau. “Con cau...cau van giong nhu toi
con nh@d,” 6ng noi.

Josh c0 cuwdi. “T6i chwa tirng gap 6ng.”

“Cau chac khong?” Nereus héi lai.

“T6i chac la téi nhd,” Josh néi. Cau thay hai long vi giong minh khong
run lam.

“Chu nhan toi noi ong sé tuan theo 10i thoi,” Dee chen ngang.

Nereus 16 han di va quay sang ndéi chuyén vGi Machiavelli. “Dén lic
chua?”

Nguoi Y gat dau. “Téi ldc roi. Ong mang né theo khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cé6.” Ong gia dwa mét nhin ti* Machiavelli sang Dee r6i lai nhin ngudi
Y. “Ai muén kiém soét Lotan?”

“Toi,” Dee budc len mot budc va noi ngay.

“Tat nhién la 6ng,” Nereus vui vé n6i. Mot con song khong x06 vao bo da
ma ban 1én bao quanh c6 tay Dee nhac han lén trwdc. Nguwoi bat tir con
khong kip hét 1én. Virginia cling dgm tién tdi, cdy sdo nam chac trén tay.
Nhung céi nhin cia Nereus khién c6 chun budc. “Pirng ngd thé. Néu ta
muon han chét, ta cé thé quang han xudng vach da lam thit cho nhitng co6
con gdi cta ta.” PBang sau 6ng, hang ta nhitng Nereid téc xanh ndi 1én trén
vinh, m6m m& rong 16 ra nhitng chiéc rang nhw rang ca hé. “Va ta va nguoi
sé tinh todn chuyén ngwoi lam lic r6i. Gia dinh rat quan trong vdi ta.”

“Ong khong phai Elder dau tién de doa t6i.” Nu cudi doc 4c cia Virginia
Dare khién khuon mat c6 tré nén xdu xi. “Va ong biét chuyén gi xay ra véi

nguoi do roi do.”

Mui ca won con nang hon khién ca Billy va Josh déu che miéng quay di.
Virginia quay dau lai hit mét hoi dai. “Oi sao t6i thich mui cta sg hai thé.”

Nereus quay vé phia Dee. “M0t mén qua nho cho nguoi,” 6ng néi va dat
cho hdan mot vat giéng mot qua tri’ng van xanh r6i nam noé lai. Con séng
khoa chdt nhitng ngon tay Dee. “Du nguoi lam gi,” Nereus noi, “nguoi
cling khong dugc xoe tay ra.” Sau d6 ong bop chat tay han. Vé tritng v ra.

“Sao lai khéng?” Dee hoéi. Sao d6 han thd hon hén, mat 16i ra vi dau don.

“O dung roi,” Nereus lai vui vé néi, cwoi ac doc. “hinh nhw Lotan can
ong do.”

Dee rung minh nhwng van im lang, d6i mat xam nhin tryc dién vi Elder.
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“Ta phai cong nhan la ong diing cam,” Nereus tham chi con cuoi rong
miéng hon. “Vi vét can cua Lotan con dau hon bo cap dot.”

Tién si tré nén trang béch, d6i mat tré nén to so vGi dau. Nhitng giot mo
héi vang rin trén tran va khong khi tanh mui Iwu huynh. “T6i doan...” han
noi qua ké rang. “Toi nghi la n6 to hon.”

Billy nhay mat v&i Josh. “T6i ciing nghi thé day.”

“Roi sé thé,” Nereus cuoi 16n. “Nhung trude tién né can udng chut
mau.” Gio thi toan bd co thé Dee dang rung dit doi. Han 0 rut tay trdi ra,
nhung con séng cia Nereus van khéa chat tay han. “Mot khi n6 ném vi
mau cdia nguoi, n6d sé trung thanh v6i ngwoi. Sau dé nguoi sé kiém soat
dwgc né. Nhung nguwdi phai hanh dong nhanh 1én. Lotan ciing giong loai
thiéu than; quang doi cta né rat ngan. Nguwoi c6 ba téi bon gio trwde khi né
chét.” Con séng cuta vi Elder rtt di va ong ta noéi thém, “Nhuwng thé ciing du
thoi gian dé bat dau sy huy diét thanh phd cta giong nguwoi r6i.”

Josh nhin 6ng gia Bién ca lac ludn lan nwéc xanh lanh ngat. Nhitng dau
phu ni ciing bién mat theo 6ng, mai téc xanh ctia ho trai ra nhu rong bién
troi trén mét nwdc. Vi Elder quay dau lai nhin Josh. Ong ta nhiu may nhw
thé c6 nhd gi do, nhung r6i lai lac dau va chim xuéng dwdi lan nuwde. Cac
Nereid ciing lan lwgt bién mat.

Virginia v0i vang tién 1én va do 1dy Dee con dang ldo ddo. Da Phép su
Xam ngoét; tay trai van con nam nhat nhing mau dang chay trén tay han da
chuyén thanh mau tia dam. “Gitp t6i v4i!” Virginia hét.

Billy nhay 1én trén nhitng vach da va 6m quanh eo Dee giit han ditng

thang. “T6i d& dugc ong dy roi.”
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“Pua 0ng dy 1én vach da di,” Virginia noi.

“Khong!” Machiavelli hét vang. “Poi d6.” Ong tim dudng di qua nhitng
tang da tron trugt va dung lai triude Dee. “Josh, qua day giup t0i.”

Josh khong suy nghi ma tréo xuéng nhitng ting d4, ditng canh ngudi Y.

“Quan sat t6i nhé,” Machiavelli néi. Ong ta gio tay ra va hai ging tay
trang tri hoa van hién ra. “Cau lam dugc khong?”

“Dé.” Josh dubi tay ra, mui mudi bién ngdm mui vé cam va hai chiéc
gang tay vang xuat hién.

“Gitt 18y tay 6ng ta,” Machiavelli ra 1énh. “Va, du chuyén gi xdy ra cling
khéng dwgc budng tay.” Ong nhin Virginia va Billy. Ho dang ditng canh
Phép su. “Moi ngudi san sang chwa?”

Hai ngudi bat t& nhin nhau va gat dau.
“Josh?”

Cau trai tré gat dau va nam lay tay Dee, kéo dudi n6 ra. Mui lvu huynh
cta Phap su chay xéo xéo va no lach tach ¢ noi gang tay vang cham vao,
nhung mui cam con manh hon mui tritng th6i. Machiavelli 14t 10ng ban tay
phdi cia Dee 1én r6i can trong m@& ban tay han ra. Bén trong long ban tay
ong ta 1a nhitng gi con lai cta vé tritng v&. O gifta d6 1a con Lotan.

“Tréng giong con than lan,” Josh néi va cui xuéng nhin cho ré. Sinh vat
d6 nho xiu, chi dai chwa dén mot inch, c6 bon chan, da xanh véi mét dwong
thang chay doc khap nguwoi. “Trir nhitng cai dau,” cau néi thém. Bay cai
dau giong hét nhau vuon ra khoi co thé vGi nhitng cai c6 ngan ngin. Ca
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bay céi dau déu dang can vao long ban tay Dee, phat ra am thanh ndo dong
khi hat mau han.

“Néu t6i khong biét gi,” Billy the Kid déu déu néi, “toi sé nghi Ong Gia
Bién Ca dang tinh choi kham ching ta.” Anh ta hat ham vé phia nhitng sinh
vat bé ti giong nhw than lan. “Lam thé nay trong ciing kha kinh.”

“Qi Billy,” Virginia néi. “Anh dinh 1am gi dé nuéi mot thit 16n 1én?”

Nguwoi My nhin c6 va nhun vai.

Virginia lac dau té y that vong vi anh khong biét cau tra 10i. “Chi can
twdi nuwdc.”

Sinh vat ngang bdy cai dau bé xiu lén khi Machiavelli can than kéo
ching ra khoi ban tay day mau ctia Dee. N6 quay dap dién cuong, kéu the
thé nhw méo con méi sinh, cac cai dau déu nhim thing vao tay ngudi Y,
nhitng chiéc rang nhé xiu xac nhv dau kim can vao gang tay lam bang
ludng dién ciing lai. “Cai do ban thiu,” dng 1dm bam. Ong giit con Lotan
cach xa cé canh tay r6i tha n6 xuéng viing nuwdc trén tang da dudi chan.

“Gio thi sao?” Billy hoi.

“Gio thi chay,” Machiavelli noi.
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CHUONG BON MUOI

Marethyu va Aten chay nhanh xuéng dwong ham hep. Nhitng bitc twong
lam bang thuy tinh den sang loang trén d6 la nhitng ban ghi chép nhitng
loai ngdn ngit chét. Chiéc méc cau sang loang trén tay Marethyu khién
béng t6i nhdy nhét trén tirng con chit.

“Noi gi di,” Aten noi. Giong ong vang vong, va dap vao nhitng buc
twong ham.

Marethyu gio moc cau 1én va anh sang mau vang nhat chiéu qua nhitng
duong nét trén khuén mit Aten. “Ong mudn biét gi?”

“V1i sao nguwoi lam diéu nay?” Aten hoi.

Po6i mat xanh sang cia Marethyu mé to vi ngac nhién. “T6i dugc lya
chon chac?”

“Moi nguoi déu c6 quyeén lwa chon.”

Nguoi dan 6ng tay moc cau lac dau. “Toi khong chac toi tin diéu dé.
Cudc doi téi da duge sap dat cach ca ngan nam trwde khi t6i sinh ra. Thi
thodng t6i nghi minh la mét dién vién dang dién mot vo kich.”

Puong ham két thic bang mdt cai hang ngam réng ménh mong. Nuéc

chdy ti tach trong bong toi, khong khi trong lanh va sach sé. Aten quay qua
doi mat véi Marethyu. “Cé 1é ngwoi la mot dién vién, nhwng nguwoi chap
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nhan dugc quyén cé nhan vai hay khong. Nguoi co ther dé dang tir chéi va
bo di co ma.”

Marethyu lac dau. “Néu 6ng biét toan bg cau chuyén 6ng sé khong noi
thé. Néu t6i khong hoan thanh vai dién thé gigi nay sé rat khac.”

Vi Elder vuon tay tém lay chiéc méc cau noi tay trai Marethyu. N6 toa
sang va keu lach tach va sang hon. “Nguwoi khong dugc sinh ra cung vaoi cai

»

nay.
“Khong.”
“Sao ngwoi mat ban tay?”

“T6i chon thé,” Marethyu néi, giong citng ran hon. “Dé la gia toi phai
tra, va toi vui long tra gia.”

Aten gat dau. “Moi thit déu c6 gia cua n6. Ta hiéu.”
“Ong c6 hiéu cai gia dng sé& phai tra khi dé tdi tron thoat khong?”

Doi moi Aten cong len thanh mot nu cuwdi. “Anubis va Bastet sé dung
day thanh cai c¢ tao phan. Isis va Osiris sé tap hgp Hoi dong Elder dé truat
ngdi ta va co thé s& ném ta vao ndi Itta.” Ong vo tay va hang ddy dén sang
1én trong hang dong. Ro6i 6ng vo tay cai nita hang tir tir dwgc chiéu sang véi
anh sang am 4p mau trang stta. “Nam trén madt hang nhay cam vGi tiéng
dong,” ong giai thich.

Co6 mot cai ho ¢ gitta hang. Lan nwdc den 16m loang lodng nhitng vét

nuwdc trang. Mot chiéc vimana bang pha 1€ dau ¢ bo ho. N6 hau nhu vo
mau, chi cé thé nhin thdy do mau trang ctia n6é dang phén chiéu anh sang.
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“Hay dung cai nay,” Aten ndi. “Ta tim thdy n6 & mot tang bang noi dinh
thé gidi. Cé thé day la vimana c6 nhat con ton tai. Trong n6 mong manh thé
thoi nhuwng huy hoai né khong phai chuyén de.”

Tiéng dong dot ngot vang vong & duong ham phia sau ho, nhitng cay
nam choi lén thut xuong theo tiéng dong.

“Ho dang tdi do6. Pi di va lam nhitng gi ngwoi can lam.”
“Ong c6 thé di cling t6i,” Marethyu ddt ngdt noi.

“Chiéc vimana nay chi ché dwgc mot ngay. Va ngoai ra, khong phai
nguoi vira noi cai gi cling c6 gia cua no a?”

Tiéng budc chan tdi gan hon, tiéng kim loai va 4o giap khua lach cach do
dap vao tuong.

Marethyu gio tay phdi bat tay Aten. “Pé€ tdi no6i vGi ong diéu nay,” nguoi
dan ong tay moc cau ndi. “Chung ta sé gdp lai nhau, ong va t6i, 6@ mot noi
khac tai mot thoi diém khac.”

“Ong biét chuyén d6 a?”

“Toi biét.”

“Vi 6ng nhin thdy twong lai?”

“Vit6i da ¢ do.”

Anubis va nhitng anpu x6ng ra khéi duwong ham dung ldc chiéc vimana
cat canh. N6 ra Ién nho nhé, nguwdi dan 6ng tay moc cau nhin thay ro trong
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d6. Ong ta gio ban tay méc cau 1én t6 ¥ tam biét. Aten gio tay 1én dap la va
chiéc dia bay nén minh 1én kho6i mat ho va bién mat,

“Anh vira lam gi thé?” Anubis gam gtr. “Anh da phéan boi chiing t6i.”
“Ta lam nhi*ng gi can dé cttu thé gigi.”

“Bét 14y hin,” Anubis ra 1énh. Ong nhin anh trai véi vé titc gian khién
khudn mat cau co lai. “Waerloga,” 6ng ta phun phi phi.

Vi Elder gat dau dong y. “Thay phu thiy Aten. Em c6 nghi nghe ciling
kéu tai khong?”
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CHUONG BON MUOI MOT

Sophie Newman ding trong khu vuwon sau nha canh 10 nwéng thit va
quan sat Prometheus nwdng xuc xich. Vi Elder to 16n cuwoi toe toét va huyt
sdo chang theo diéu gi.

“Sao ong vui thé?” ¢6 hoi

“Chau phai nhin thdy vé mdt Mars co,” Prometheus dap.

“Cac ong da — gio van la — ké thu a?” c6 hai, tham chi khi ¢6 hoéi, nhitng
hinh dnh da bat dau nhdy mua trong dau c6.

Mars Ultor va Prometheus dirng ddu lung chéng lai nhitng chién binh
dau ran.

....Prometheus cong Mars bi thuong nhdy khéi cau vao mét ving nuéc
xody...

....Mars bdn miii tén xé gié bay trong khong khi, chi con cdch c6 hong
Prometheus trong duong to ke toc...

“Cé¢ ¢ la bay gio van vay. Chung ta tirng la ban be, con than hon ca thu
tac.”

“Roi chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Ong 4y bi dién,” 6ng budn rau noéi. “Hodc ding ra 1a thanh kiém da
khién 6ng 4y dién. Cung thanh kiém em trai chau dang dung d6.”
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Sophie nhin ra vuon noi ngwoi dan ong madc ao khoac da dang dirng
dung 6ng hit uéng nwdc cam hong. “Nhuwng trong ong dy dau co dién.”

“Khong phai luc nay.”
“Sao 6ng ay tan cong ong?”

“Phitc tap lam,” Prometheus noéi, nhdy ngwogc lai vi hoi nong tat vao
nguoi ong.

Sophie nhin déng xtic xich va hamburger réi quay di ngay vi da day non
nao. Tw khi co duvgc Panh thic, co6 khong con wa thich gi thit. “Phitc tap
thé nao a?”

“O thi Mars cudi chi gai ta, Zephaniah thé nén chiing ta tré thanh anh em
ré. Nhung khi gwom kiém lam 6ng ta dién loan, ta da gitp chi gai tron thoat
va giam 6ng ta trong 16p vo dién citng. Chi dy chén 0ng ta sau trong long
dat va trong hang thé ky, thanh pho Paris da phat trién trén dau ong ta.”

“Sophie?” Di Agnes xuat hién tr trong bép, tay cam mot chiéc khay.

“Pgi chau mot phut di Di...”

“Ngay bay gio, Sophie,” Tsagaglalal giuc.

“Xin 16i 6ng nhé,” Sophie noi va di qua san.

Tsagaglalal dwa co chiéc khay dwng sushi. “Chau gitp ta moi khach nhé?
Ho chac doéi lam.”

“Di Agnes...ba Tsagaglalal,” Sophie néi. C6 hoan toan bi lam cho boi
roi. “Chung ta dang lam gi day?”
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“Cho nhitng vi khach an,” ba lao cuoi noi.
“Nhung ho la nhitng ké thu véi loai ngwoi.”

“Gio ho biét gio ho phai dep han thu sang mdt bén,” ba néi. “Po la
truyén thong.” Ba lao nhay mat vui vé. “Moi chuyén nén nhw thé. Gid gitp
ta dwa thitrc an trong khi dgi Nicholas va Perenelle xudng nhé.”

Sophie di theo Tsagaglalal di qua san tdi noi Mars Ultor dang ding dya
vao tuwong. Ong ditng thing day khi ba 3o di t&i va ha c6c nuéc xudng.

“Thwa 1énh ba Tsagaglalal,” 6ng néi va cui thap xuéng. Dot nhién doi
mat ong nhw 16n hon sau dong nwéc mat. “Than nghi sé khong con dip gap
1énh ba.”

Ba lao dat tay 1én ma ong. “Nguoi ban cli cua ta, ta muwng khi gdp lai
ong. Ong gay di roi. Nhu thé c6 vé hop dé. Zephaniah sao roi?”

Mars gat dau. “Ba ay khoe,” 6ng can trong noi. “Chung than...chiing than
khong tro chuyén nhiéu. Ba ay néi con than nghe khi néi cho than biét can
lam gi.” Mars dirng lai va cwoi véi chinh minh. “Né giong nhw héi trudc.
Roi ba 4y bao t6i tdi day tim Dee, nhuwng tredce tién than phdi t6i tim lénh
ba. BA &y noi lénh ba c6 gi d6 cho than.”

Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Ta c6. Ta sé dwa né cho nguai trong ltc nita, nhung
tredc tién ta mudn nguoi gap...”

“Chuing chau gap nhau r6i,” Sophie chen ngang vGi giong lanh lung. Co
van nh@ sinh vat trong ham mo dwdi chan Paris. “Mars Ultor, nguwdi con
dwgc biét vai tén Ares, Nergal va Huitzilopochtli.” C6 nhin Tsagaglalal.
“Ong ay da DBanh thitc Josh & Paris.”
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Tsagaglalal xoa tay Sophie. “Ta biét. Sophie a, chau dirng danh gia 6ng
ay bang tri nhd cua Ba phu thiy, hodc bang nhitng gi 6ng dy budc phai lam
¢ Paris. Khi Danu Talis sup d6, Mars da & lai t6i phut cudi dé gitip nhitng
no 18 loai nguwdi an toan. Ong 1a 1a nhitng ngudi cudi cling con & lai ddo.”

Sophie lai nhin Mars. “Ba phu thiy nhé dén 6ng nhw mét con quy.”
“Pung la thé. Ta da la thé. Nhung la do thanh Clarent dau doc ta,” Mars
néi. “No lam thay doi tinh cach ta. Gio em trai chau dang cam né. Trw khi

chau 1y dugc n6 khéi tay cau ay khong thi né ciing sé bién doi cau ay.”

“T6i sé lay n6 di,” Sophie thuan khiét noi, r6i giong co trd nén run ray.
“T6i biét cau ay ¢ dau.”

“O Alcatraz. Chau nén nhé cau ay va ta c6 mdi két n6i.” Ong cii dau va
nham mat, 16 mdi phap phung vi dang hit mot hoi sau. “Ta c6 thé ngwi thdy
mui cau ta va nhitng nguoi ¢ cung cau ta: Dee va Machiavelli, mot nguoi
bat t&* c6 mui nhw cay x6 thom...”

“Po la Virginia Dare,” Tsagaglalal noi.

Odin, Hel va Chim Ung Pen ndi dudi di qua san va ditng quanh Mars
khi ong noi.

“...con mot nguwoi nita, mot ngwoi dan 6ng, tré, c6 mui 6t do,” ong tiép
tuc.

“Do la ban toi, Billy the Kid,” Black Hawl nai ra.

“Ong c6 chic Phap su & trén dao khong?” Odin héi, giong khan khan,
moi ttr thot ra déu nang nhoc.
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“T6i chac.” Mars hit mot hoi nita. “Con mot ngwdi nita.” Mat ong cau
vao vi kinh tdm. “O, d6 1a mui tanh ctia Nereus.”

Prometheus di khéi ban nwéng mang theo hai dia, mot chong dong
hamburger, dia kia ditng may cai xich xich nhoé dwgc xién que qua.

Sophie quan sat Mars citng do ngudi lai khi Prometheus buéce tGi. Roi co
thdy Tsagaglalal vion tay ra nam ldy tay Mars. Ba lao ha giong nhung c6
gai van nghe thay. “Nguoi la khach trong nha ta. Ta mu6n nguoi cw X cho
phai phép.”

“T4t nhién, thwa lénh ba,” Mars lam bam. Ong hit dau vé phia
Prometheus dang cuwdi dap lai. “Co chuyén gi véi téc ong thé?” ong ta hoi.

“T6i gia di,” Prometheus néi. “T6i thdy la khong giéng 6ng.” Ong dwa
hai dia thitc an ra. Ai cling lac dau triv Mars va Hel. Mars cam mot cay xuic
xich nho 1én, ngtti mui thom ctia n6é va nham nhép titng chat. “Pay la loai
thitc an that sy dau tién cua toi trong sudt ca thién nién ky,” 6ng thira nhan.

Hel vuwon nguwoi va mé miéng. Cai luwdi dai den xi tho ra va cudn lay
miéng banh hamburger day. C6 16i tat ca vao mom. Hai cai rang nanh thoi
ra xé tan né ra. Nuwdc trai cay va nwdc mat den chdy xudéng cam khi o ta

cuwoi voi Sophie. “Toi khong an chay.”

“T6i doan la thé ro6i,” Sophie néi nhin nhanh sang ché khéac, va dan con
bu6n nén xudng.

“Chu lam cai do tai cho chau do,”

“Chu van nhé a,” Hel khan khan noi.
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“O thi néu chau con nhd thi Ian cudi cung gdp nhau chau da dinh chén

»

ta.
“Chau cling dinh nau chu lén truée.”

Odin cAm mdt céi sushi va khin gidy l1én. Ong bé miéng ca hodi va bao
phan com vao trong khan gidy.

Chim Ung Pen git dau cdm on khi nhin vao dia. “Kia la cé tuyét cay
nhi?”

Sopjhie gat dau. “Co vé nhu thé.”

“T6i sé an ca hoi. Toi khong an dwgc doé cay.”

Niten xudt hién cung hai dia sushi nita. “M6i lam xong day,” anh tuyén
bd. “T6i lam theo mot it nita day,” anh noi vGi Odin va chi vao may miéng
ca trang do. “Pay la ca ngtr va ca h6i.” Anh nhin lai Chim Ung DPen. “Pay
la dwa chudt cudn ca tuyét cho anh. Khong cay dau.”

“Tri nhé anh tot that.” Chim Ung Pen mim cuwoi.

“Téat nhién roi.”

Sophie nhin hai nguwoi bat t&e. Cé van thdy viéc ngudi Anh diéng kia va
Kiém si biét nhau that la thwong. “Hai ngudi biét nhau a?”

“Chung toi da gap nhau mot tram ba mwoi nam trede,” Niten noi.

Chim Ung den gat dau t6 y dong tinh. “Sau tran chién & Greasy Grass
nam 1876.”
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“To6i van nhg thoi ky do6,” Niten 1am bam. “Thoi dai ctia nhitng chién
binh.”

Sophie cam mét trong nhitng khay thit 1én va dwa cho Hel. Vi Elder gat
dau cdm on va lay hai miéng hamburger cam & hai tay trwedc khi dung ludi
cubn lay chiéc thi ba. “Chuing t6i da phdi qua vai cong vom truée khi tGi
dwgc day,” c6 nhom nhoam giai thich, phun vun banh khap noi. “Va c6 biét
né khién ngwoi ta thé nao roi day — ching khién ta doi ra rudt.”

Sophie lui xa nhém ngudi di vao nha cung vdéi cai khay trong. C6 ding
lai trudc ctra va nhin lai. Co ngay 1ap tirc bi choang vi canh tugng ky la
nay. Niten n6i chuyén vgi Chim Ung Pen, Mars Ultor va Prometheus dang
thdo luan s6i noi, trong khi Odin va Hel dang cham chu lang nghe
Tsagaglalal. Canh twgng nay gidéng bao nhiéu bita tiéc nwéng khac, véi do
uoéng va mui thitc an. Nhuwng mot trong s6 nhitng nhan vat ¢ day da song
hon muoi ngan nam va khac xa loai nguoi.

“Co thé day chi 1a mot gidc mo,” ¢6 n6i nho. “va minh sap tinh day r6i.”

“COn hon ca con ac mong do,” mot giong nit binh thanh tra 10i. “Va
chadu con chang nam mo nita.”

Sophie quay lai nhin thdy Nicholas va Perry dang ding trwdc cira.

“Gap lai chau that t6t qua Sophie a,” Nicholas ndi. “Va Perenelle néi véi
chi rang chi ng chau rat 16n. Chau da giup ta song lai.”

Sopie gat dau khong chac minh nén dap lai thé nao. “Chau...rat vui dugc
gitp,” c6 no6i. Co quay dau vé sau. “Chau dang nghi vé cai nhom ky la kia.
Odin va Hel va nhitng ké thu, Prometheus va Mars da khong noi chuyén
v6i nhau cd may ngan nam nay, chau con khong biét Niten va Chim Ung
Pen biét nhau.”
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“Pay mdi la la nay,” Nicholas néi néi theo. “hg néi chuyén lich sy va
khong ké dao vao ¢6 nhau.”

“V1i sao lai thé?” Sophie hoi. Co6 dé y Nicholas dang mdc do so mi va
quan kaki ctia bo c6, trong khi Perenelle mac quan bo c6 vé qua ngan va ao
sO mi c6 cao tay dai giong nhw cia me c6. Co cam thay tuwc gian véi di — a
khong, khong phai di c6, ma la Tsagaglalal — da cho ho dung d6 ctia bd me
co.

Ca nhém ciing dan dan dé y Nicholas va Perenelle dang ditng trurdc cta
nha bép quan sat ho, va tat ca im lang khi ho quay qua nhin Nha gia kim va
vo ong. Nicholas cam coc nudc tir tay Perenelle va nang 1én t6 y chao

N

mirng.

“T6i khong tin n6i vao nhitng su trung hgp nay,” dng vira néi vira buéc
vao vuon. “Toi bat budc phai nghi moi ngwdi c6 ly do méi t6i day.”

Tsagaglalal budc 1én phia trude. “Ping d6. Va néu 6ng ngoi xudng, toi
sé ndi cho ong biét 1y do.”

“Vay la cuQc doan vien ky la nay la c6 ly do?” Prometheus hoi.

“Dang thé,” Tsagaglalal noi. “Chong ta va Chronos da tién doan dugc
chuyén nay cach day muwoi ngan nam. Abraham da dwa t6i vai th gianh
cho moi ngudi.” BA md chiéc hop bia citng trén ban va 16i ném rom. “Tai
da bao vé nhitng tdm ngoc luc bdo nay ca doi,” ba noéi va bat dau 16i ra
nhitng tdang da xanh mong dep va dwa cho nhitng nguoi xung quanh.
“Prometheus, day la cho 6ng. Pay la cua cau Niten...”

“Chung la gi thé?” Sophie hoi.
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“Nhitng 14 thu dén tir qua khit,” Tsagalglal néi. “Chong di da viét ching
muoi ngan nam truée.”

“Ong &y biét tat ca moi ngudi s& & day?” Sophie nghi ngd héi.
Tsagaglalal quay lai va gat dau. “Pung thé” R6i ba 16i ra tdm ngoc luc

bdo cudi cung va dwa cho co. “Va ong ay ciling biét chau sé ¢ day, Sophie
Newman.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG BON MUOI HAI

Sophie nhin tdm ngoc luc bao. N6 rong khodng hai inch, dai tdm inch.
N6 mat lanh trong tay c6. Ca hai mat tdm ngoc khac nhitng con chir nho
hep c6 chwa titng thdy bao gio: nhitng hinh tam gidc, ban nguyét, nét xién,
hoi giong nhitng ky hiéu todn hoc va nhitng dau cach. C6 khong thé nao
hiéu duoc.

Co 1at tam ngoc va lwét nhitng ngon tay trén bé mat tron béng cta no,
theo nhitng con chit khac theo chiéu ngang. Luong dién bac ctia co tao
thanh nhitng vét trén tdm bang khién c6 nin thé. NHitng con chi¥ nhdy muia
va hinh thanh di hinh thanh lai trén tdam bang da. C6 nhitng ra dang chi
hinh ném ctia Ba Tuw, chit twgng hinh Ai Cap va chit cham khac cua nguoi
Aztec, chit Ogham cia ngudi Celt, chit twgng hinh Trung Quéc, chit Arab,
r6i Hy Lap va chi* Rune cia nguwdi Noc-mang...va cudi cung la tiéng Anh.

Do la mot 1a thw

Sk 3 ok ok Sk

Ta la Abraham cua Danu Talis. Ta thvong dugc goi la Nha Thong thdi.
Ta muén gtri 1o chao tdi Bac.

Ta biét rat nhiéu vé con. Ta biét tén, tudi con. Ta ciing biét con la nit. Ta
da di theo t6 tién cta con suét muoi ngan ndm. Con la mét c6 gdi phi
thuong, la nguoi cudi ctng trong nhitng nguoi phu ni¥ phi thuong.

Con s6ng ¢ mét thé gidi ta khong thé hiéu noi, cling nhw ta song & mot

thoi ky con khong thé té twong. Nhung chiing ta duoc lién két voi nhau, con
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va ta, nho tdm bdng nay. Ta dd khdc no bdang tay va ta mong rdng nguoi vo
than yéu cua ta sé dua no cho con.

Ta dang ngoi trén toa thdp cta ria Danu Talis viét Id thw nay. Lich st sé
ddt cho hon ddo nay nhirng cdi tén khdc nhung day chinh la cdi tén dau
tién cua no, cdi tén thdt sv cua né. Con nén biét thé gidi ctia con va cua ta
la mét nhung cdch nhau mot ngan nam. Hon nita con nén tin rdng ta khéng
mong gi hon ngoadi nhitng diéu tét nhdt cho cd hai thé gidi. Ta tin
Tsagaglalal yéu quy cua ta sé giao burc thw nay cho con cho diu mdt bao
nhiéu ldau. Téi khi con doc ld thw nay, ba dy dd bdo vé va cham séc me con,
ba con va nhitng nir nhdn trong ho toc con ttr khi ho toc con bat dau. Va
anh trai ba @y sé lam diéu twong ty’ cho nhitng nam nhdn.

Con can phdi biét: thé gidi ctia con bdt dau vdi cdi chét cua ta.

Nhung con ciing nén biét trong mét s6 dong thoi gian khdc thé gidi cua
ta khong hé sup dé. Va trong nhitng dong thoi gian dé, thé gidi ctia con
chwa bao gio ton tai, va nhitng dang séng khdc nam quyén kiém sodt trdi
dat.

Ciing c6 nhitng dong thoi gian khdc ma cdc lvc luong den t6i kiém sodt
ddo Danu Talis. Nhv thé loai nguoi mdi va né 1é tdi khi ho tuyét diét va bi
thay thé béi mot giong loai khdc.

Lai trong nhitng dong chdy thoi gian khdc, thé gidi cua chdu — thé gidi
hién dai vdi tat cd nhitng cong trinh bdng kinh va kim loai sdng bong, cting
v0i nhitng thit vii khi hty diét — roi vao hon loan va nhitng dém den.

Ciing trong nhitng dong chdy khdc, thé gidi chdu ty nhién da khéng co.

Thé gidi chi co6 dat cat, da con hanh tinh va mdt trdng ctia chdu nhu mot
hanh tinh binh thuwong chuyén dong trong vii truy.
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Ta lubn biét rang dinh ménh cua thé gidi nay — thé gidi cta ta va con —
tuy thu¢c vao hanh déng ctia méi cd nhan. Hanh déng cta chi mét nguoi
co thé thay d6i van ménh cua ca mét thé gidi va tao Iap nén lich str.

Con la mot trong nhitng ca nhan do.

Con co st'c manh. Mét bac — cling quyén ndng nhu ta da tirng dugc thay.
Va con ciing diing cam. D¢ la diéu hién nhién.

Con c6 st'c manh dé thay doi lich str, nhung dé lam duoc con can phdi
tin ta. Ta biét chuyén nay kho vi ta biét con khéng tin ai ngogi trtv em trai
song sinh, va theo nhirng gi ta biét con va em con da bi tdch roi. Néu diéu
ndy co thé an ui con thi con va em trai con roi sé trung phtung chi mét thoi
gian ngdn nita. Ta dang yéu cau con tin mét nguoi con chuva ting gdp,
nguoi dd viét cho con moét la thw ttr mwoi ngan ndm trwdc, mét nguoi séng
G thé gidi vuot xa tam hiéu biét cua con. Nhung néu con tin ta va lam
nhitng gi can lam, va néu con thanh céng, con sé citu dugc thé gidi. Khéng
chi thé gidi cua ta va cua con ma con tat cd nhitng Virong quéc Bong toi
con chua tirng biét va moi cd thé séng & dé. Hang ti nhitng sinh mang sé ng
con mang séng cua ho.

Néu con that bai, hang ti sinh mang do sé khéng con.

Nhurng ta phdi néi vdi con rdng con sé phdi tra gid cho su’ thanh cong.
Con sé phdi trd gid ddt. Trdi tim con sé tan v&@ hang ngan lan va con sé
nguyén rua ta ti gio' va mdi mdi.

Thé nén con phdi lwa chon. Mot ngan nam trudc khi ta biét tdm bdng
nay, ta da tién dodn dugc ngay tan ctua thé gidi. Hai la mot va mot 1a tat ca.
Mot citu thé gidi, mot huy diét né.

Con la ai, Sophie Newman?
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Con chon la ai?
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CHUONG BON MUOI BA

Josh Newman nhin viing nuéc duwdi chan. “Lam gi ¢6 gi...” cau dgm
ndi...nhwng réi ding lai — tat ca nwdc trong viing dot nhién bién mat. Cau
c6 thé thdy sinh vat nhé xiu mau xanh quay danh dach nhw thé ca ra khéi
nuwdc. Josh nheo mat nhin; hinh nhw n6 dang phong 1én? Con Lotan rung
minh, cao Ién da va cat. Va r6i Josh nhan ra rang né dang 16n 1én, gap doi
roi gap tu.

Chi trong mot gidy con Lotan da 16n 1én ti vai inch t&i chiéu dai bang ca
ban chan.

Tw muoi hai inch 1én tGi ba feet trong mot giay nita.

N6 cang lic cang to hon, giong mot con rong Komodo hon. Cai lui
vang ché déi tho thut tit cd bay cai mom. Khi n6 ngitng dau nhin troi xanh,
hoi thé ctia n6 sdc mui thit thoi va nhitng thit chét 1au ngay dwdi day bién.

Con Lotan lai co giat, vut 16n gap d6i. Gid né dai sau feet...

“Chung ta can ra khoi day,” Billy giuc. Anh va Virginia van giita Dee.
“Nhin nhitng chiéc rang kia kia — con nay an thit. Va ching ta 1a mén thit
gan nhat.”

...Muoi hai feet.

Ca bay cai dau nhin thang vao nam ngwdi, muwdi bon doi mat den si nhin

ho khéng chép. Va né phéng nhanh vé phia treéc — gan nhw khé nhin thay
—10i dirng lai & gitra.
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“Pi thoi!” Billy hét.
“Khong!” Dee hon hén noi.

Josh hodng s¢ nhin con quai lac minh di* doi, 16n hon 24 feet, gio no
phai bang chiéu dai ctia xe kéo bang day cap chay trong thanh pho.

“Con nay con 16n thé nao nita?” Billy haéi.

“Chung ta lam cham tién do phat trién lai.” Virginia van giir 1y Dee vira
16i thanh sdo ra bing tay kia va dit 1én méi. Am thanh qué cao so véi
nguong nghe cta loai nguwdi va khién khong khi rung dong ¢ mitc nho nhat.
Ba con héi au gan d6 roi xuéng nwdc, nhing con Lotan van khong bi anh
hwéng. N6 tdi gan hon, ca bdy cai miéng md ra dé 16 nhitng chiéc rang sac
nhon.. Nuéc bot mui khé ngti roi xudéng nhirng tang da.

Dee ho thanh mot tiéng cwdi, roi khi han néi giong chi la mot tiéng thi
tham khé nghe. “N6 diéc. Cay sdo ma thuat ciia em khong cé ich gi dau.”

“Em cling doan dwoc r6i,” Virginia lam bam.
Lan da xanh cia Lotan chen thém vai mau dé va den van vén khap
nguwoi. NHitng mau sac chay 1én dau con vat, chuyén thanh mau dé tham,

trt? dinh dau van 1a mau den dac.

Josh nam va duoi nhitng ngén tay va gang tay vang cau lai hinh thanh t&i
canh tay, bao vé chung trong 16p kim loai.

Ca bay cai dau déu tap trung vao cau trai tré.

“Josh,” Machiavelli n6i nho van khong roi mat khoi con Lotan. “T6i dé
nghi cau nén ding y dinh lai di. Ngay!”
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“T6i dung luong dién bdo vé minh,” Josh bat dau.

Dee lac minh khéi Dare va Billy. Khuon mat xdm ngoét ctia Phap su da
c6 chit mau sac, nhung déi mat van toi tam va han van 6m canh tay sung
phong. Han budc 1én tredce sinh vat dang gio dau chuan bi cho mot cu tap.
ROi bay cai miii cung danh hoi va bdy cai lwdi ném khong khi. “Lotan
khong chi an thit. N6 gidéng v4i ma ca rong — nd sé hit luéng dién tr bat c
sinh vat séng nao.” Hin nhin Machiavelli. “Ong c6 dam dudi tay ra
khong?”

“To6i dam nhung t6i khong ngdc thé,” Machiavelli n6i, mat van dan vao
con vat.

Billy ngay lap titc dudi ban tay trai va khong gian ngap tran mui Gt do.
Luo6ng dién mau dé tia bao quanh tay nguwoi bat tir.

Lotan rung minh, cd bay cai dau déu chuyén sy cha y sang cau, lwdi c
thé tho thut. Billy dot nhién cau nhau va buéc 1én, luéng dién ctia anh cudn
lai va boc showi khéi canh tay anh vé phia sinh vat. Nhitng chiéc lv6i vang
liém lay luong khi dé trong khong khi.

“Dung lai, Billy!” Machiavelli ndi.

Nguwoi My c6 ha canh tay xudng. “T6i khong thé,” anh thd hon hén.
Lub6ng dién ctia anh dam mau hon, nhitng luéng khéi ré rang bay vé phia
con than lan. Nhitng duong gan trén canh tay Billy noi 1én. Cau rut 1én vi

dau, nhitng méng tay chuyén sang sac dé roi tim, r6i den, rung roi xuong.

Josh dot ngot budc 1én trwge Billy va dwa tay anh ta 1én ngang mat.
Nguwoi bat ti ngac nhién. Josh nam 1dy do anh va dung don tae kwan do
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ném Billy xuoéng. Nguwdi bat tit dap manh vao da cudi bén dwdi khién luong
dién ngay lap tirc tan bién.

“Oi mén oi, dau d6. Tdi nghi cau 1am ran xwong banh ché toi roi.” Billy
dau dén can nhan. Anh ta dudi tay va Josh kéo anh ta ditng day. “T6i chia
bao gio nghi sé cam on ai lam t0i dau, nhung cam on cau nhé. Toi ng cau —
va t6i sé khong bao gio quén.” Anh ta kiém tra canh tay trai. Canh tay trong
xanh xao, ndi 1én nhitng dwong gan va nhitng mach mau vd cung nhitng
phan thit hinh oval noi tirng 1a méng tay dang chdy mau. “Ghé that,” anh
lam bam.

“Cau ngoc that do,” Virginia mang.
“Ngu ngoc la dém ctia tén t6i do,” Billy cuoi.

“Ong dinh tha con quéi vat ndy vao thanh phd a?” Machiavelli dot nhién
néi. “Mot con quai an thit, uobng luéng dién?”

“Con dau tién cho nhiéu con sau nay,” Dee néi kém tiéng cuwdi sau dé ho
va rung minh. “Chuing ta sé dé no di trén nhitng con dwong va an udng tiéc
ting mot ti. Ong thi c6 nhitng cau chi réi d6: 6ng sé danh thitc nhitng con
qudi vat trong xa lim va tha ching vao thanh phé.”

“R0i sao ntra?” Machiavelli hoi.

“Cong viéc cta chung ta ¢ day thé la xong.” Dee mé& rong canh tay.
“Chiing ta 1am nhitng céi gi ching ta dugce chii nhan dang kinh ra 1énh. Ong
c6 thé bat chuyén bay tiép theo vé Paris..a, c6 thé khong phai chuyén sau vi
toi khong chac hang hang khong con hoat dong duwgc bao 1au nita.” Han hat
ham chi vé phia nha tu. “T6i thay c6 vai con rong bay trong kia. C6 thé dng
nén gi né cho may hang hang khéng.” Han lai sang sac cuoi.
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“Con ong thi sao, Tién si?” Machiavelli héi. “Ong sé& ra sao khi nhitng
Elder quay lai?”

“Ong khién t6i lo d6.”

“T6i nghi t6i muon biét,” ngudi Y lanh lung hoi. P6i moi 6ng nd mot nu
cudi nhung anh mat thi khéng. “Ching ta ¢ day cung nhau.”

Dee khoanh tay tr'6c nguc va con Lotan tién tdi gan han hon. Nhitng
chiéc luwdi dai tho ra trén lwng han, trén téc han. Han phai n6 di. “T6i dang
can nhac mdy phwong an lya chon &y ma,” cudi cung han cling néi. “nhung
tredc tién ching ta can tha con quai nay vé...”

“khong,” Billy va Machiavelli dong thanh néi.

“Khong a?” Dee c6 vé boi r6i. “A, t6i hifu ma. Cac ngudi nghi chiing ta
nén danh thitc thém vai con nita di cing phai khong?” HAn git dau.
“Chung ta c6 thé mang ching tGi vai bai bién khac nhau, day sé la mot
cudc tan cong da dién.”

Billy the Kid lac dau. “Chuing t6i dang nghi...”

“Cau khong nén cang thang,” Dee ché nhao.

Guong mat Billy con cang hon. “M6m miéng 6ng sé gay va cho 6ng vao
mot ngay nao dé do.”

“Co le,” Dee noi. “nhung khong phai do cau.”
“Pu r6i,” Machiavelli hét. “Nguwdi ban tré ctia tdéi c6 noi rang ching toi

da quyét dinh khong tha né vao thanh phd.”
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Dee chdp mat ngac nhién.
“Thé nay khong dung,” Billy néi.

“Khéng diing a?” Phap suw bat dau cuwoi. “Tro dua gi thé nay?” Han nhin
sang Virginia. “Ho dua, dung khong?”

Dare lac dau nhe nhe. “Em khéng nghi thé,” c6 néi va tr ti 1ui xa nguoi
bat tr Y va My.

Billy quay ngwdi mot ntta dé nhin thay ca Dee va Dare.

“Sao anh lai lam thé ha John?” Machiavelli hoi. “Anh sé khong dwgc lgi

»

gl.
“NoO cho toi thoi gian, Niccolo.” Dee noi. “Nhitng Elder cua chung ta
mong nhitng con vat nay dwgc tha vao thanh pho, va ching ta khong dwoc

lam ho that vong.”

“Hodc khong ho sé diéu tra ching ta,” Machiavelli ti tt* n6i. “Va thay
ong ¢ day...”

“Pung,” Dee dong tinh. “Hay dé ho theo doi thanh phé tr Cac vuong
quoc bong tdi va xoa tay mirng huy diét.”

“Vay day 1a dé nghi binh?” Billy the Kid héi. “Chi 1a ké nghi binh théi
ll,!”

Dee nhe rang cuwdi. “Giong nhw tro do thuat vGi 14 bai trén san khau do.
Ho sé tap trung vao thanh pho va khong lam phién tGi t6i.”

“V1 sao? Anh dinh lam gi day John?” Niccolo hoi.
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“Khong phai viéc cua ong.”

Nguoi Y vo vai tii 40 khodc trong. “Tdi c¢6 nhitng cau chi dé danh thitc
I quai vat trong kia; toi sé khong lam thé. Hon nita, toi sé lién lac v4i nha
Flamel va canh bao vé nhitng cai gi sé di vao thanh pho. Ching ta déu biét
Perenelle nguy hiém dén dau. Ba dy sé ngan chan Lotan.”

“T6i khong nghi thé,” Dee thi tham. “Hay nhd sinh vat nay uéng luong
dién. T6i chac chan N Phu thuy sé rat ngot ngao.” Han nhin Billy va
Machiavello r6i lai nhin Billy. “Cau cung phe véi 6ng ta ha?”

Nguoi My ditng gan hon v6i ngudi Y bat ti. “Chéc chin roi.”

“Co hoi cubi do,” Dee canh cao.

“0, thé toi nén sg a?”

“Vay la cudi cung cac nguoi cling phan bdi cha nhan,” Dee néi, nhe
nhang t6i noi chi nhw mot lan hoi thoang qua. “Cac ngwoi da phan boi 10i
thé trung thanh véi ho. Do phu thuy.”

“Ong khong c6 quyén nhan xét,” Machiavelli néi.

“0, gio quyét dinh ctia dng de doa quyét dinh cua t6i,” Phap s néi. Ong
quay sang nhin Josh. “Va cau ding vé phe nao?” han héi. “Véi ta hay véi
tay nguoi Y kia?”

Josh hét nhin Dee r6i Machiavelli, mém hép hép vi boi roi. Tat nhién
cau khéng muén 1i quai vat vao San Francisco; diéu nay la sai. Cau cam

thdy néng trén vai nén dinh 16i thanh Clarent ra. Khi n6 nam trong tay cau,
luong nhiét chay 1én canh tay va chay vao trong dau 6c cau. Nhitng noi
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nghi ngd bi x6a nhoa. Cau chac chan nhitng con quai vat can dwgc tha vao
thanh pho. Cau nhé cum tiv cha thwong dung khi gidng bai & Pai hoc
Brown vao Giang sinh nam trwdc. Ong da trich 161 Charlie Darwin. “Khéng
phai sinh vat manh nhat toén tai, cling khong phai sinh vat thong minh nhat
ma la sinh vat dam thay d6i nhat.”

Mot chit chét choc va hiy diét, hodng loan va sg¢ hai sé tot cho giong
nguoi. Y nghi Lotan di lang thang & Embarcadero ciing hay phét. Cau bét
dau cudi trede hinh dnh d6. Va cau cang nghi nhiéu, cau cang thay Lotan
can dugc tha - nhw thé cac Elder sé quay lai, va thé la dugc r6i.

“Hay nghi vé sy hay diét di Josh,” Machiavelli n6i.

Nhirng toa nha vo tan, con nguoi chay trén ho hét... Thanh kiém mang lai
cho cau nhitng hinh anh do.

“Cau da séng & San Francisco, Josh,” Billy néi. “Cau khong muon moi
viéc xay ra ¢ d6 phai khong?”

Virginia tién 1én mot budc va dat tay 1én vai Josh. “Josh biét cau dy &
phe nao,” c6 noi, déi mat xdm mau thép nhin thang vao mat cdu. “Cau ay
cung phe v&i chung toi. Phai khong nhi?”

Josh do lyng nguwdi, chép mat vi mui x0 thom cta luéng dién cta Dare
troi xudng cd. Virginia 1a nguoi cudi cing cau mudn 1am cho that vong. “A
U, toi nghi thé. T6i khong chac...” Thanh kiém néng hon con nhitng ngén
tay cdu cam n6 chat hon. Cau dot nhién thdy néng dén noi twdng nhu ngat.
Hinh anh vé sy hon loan va hon loan nhay mua trong dau 6c. Lira nhdy muia
va cau bi an twong vi vé dep cua Itta; cau nghe thdy nhitng tiéng la hét,
nhung cau thdy n6 nghe n6 nhw tiéng nhac.

“Cau theo phe nao?” Phap s nhac lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nghi di r6i hang tra 10i,” Billy canh bao.

“Qi cau ciing néi duoc thé co a,” Dee néi. “Josh, cau & cing tdi hay gi
nguoi Y? Va néu cau & cling Machiavelli,” hdn khinh khinh néi thém, “dé y
rang vai phut treéc han ta méi de doa sé ban ditng ching ta cho nha
Flamel. D6 la nhitng ngwoi dam lam moi thit dé nam quyén kiém soat, ké
ca mang lai cho thé gi¢i mot sy huy diét 1au dai va tw tw.”

“Co tam tram nguoi song & San Franciso,” Billy titc gian néi. “Rat nhiéu
nguwoi — c6 thé hau hét — sé chét. Cau khong muon diéu dé phai khong
Josh?”

“Nh¢ lan ching ta n6i chuyén & Ojai tuan trudc khong?” Dee héi trudc
khi Josh c6 thé tra 16i. “Nh& khi t6i cho cau biét mot thé gidi nhuw né c6 thé
nhv thé, nhw khi cac Elder quay lai — v&i khong khi trong lanh, nwéc sach
va bién khong 6 nhiém...” Khi Phap st ndi, nhitng hinh anh nhay nhét
tredc mat Josh.

...m¢t hon ddo dudi bau troi khong gon mdy. Nhitng cdnh dong Itia mach
vang ong trdi dai xa tit. Cdy triu qud thom lung.

...nhifng con cdt sa mac héa thanh nhitng dong cé xanh ri.

....mot bénh vién khong cé bénh nhan.

Josh gat khi nhé nhitng gi cau vira thay. “Mot thién duwong.”

“Mot thién dwong,” Dee dong tinh. “Nhung d6 khong phai diéu ga nguoi

Y va ké ngoai vong phap luat kia muén. Ho muén thé gi6i van thé ndy: ban
thiu va bi hay hoai dé ho c6 thé lam viéc trong bong t6i.”
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“Josh,” Billy chac chan néi, “dirng nghe han ta. D6 la Dee — hay nhé - do6
la virong t n6i doi do.”

“Flamel cling n6i doi cau,” Dee nhanh nhdu nhac nhé ciu. “Va hay nh&
nhitng gi ong ta va vo ong ta da lam vdi chi cau.”

“Khién co bé chong lai cau,” Virginia thi tham. Co6 dat tay 1én tay Josh
nhw thé dé an di. “Va c6 mét diéu toi cé thé day cau ma Machiavelli va
Billy khong thé lam dugc,” co ndi, ha giong dé minh cau c6 thé nghe dugc
thoi. “Ta sé day cau Khi thuat. Phép thuat hitu dung nhat trong moi loai
phép thuat,” c6 ndi thém.

Khi thudt. Tt ngit d6 khién cau chud y. “Sophie da biét Khi thuat, Hoa
Thuat va Thuay thuat. T6i chi biét Héa va Thuay Thuat.” Khi Josh noi cau
md&i dé y Dare ditng gan minh thé nao, vé nhiét do cta thanh Clarent dang
dot chdy nguwoi cau. Cau toat mo hoi nhung gioé bién khién da cau lanh
bu6t. Cau rung minh.

“Khi thuat,” Virginia nhac lai. “Sé gitip cau ngang bang vdi chi gai.” Co
thi tham réi veon ngudi ra trede. “Va cé thé c6 mot ngay cau con giau
quyeén nang hon.”

Josh quay di va nhin Dee. “T6i cung phe v&i 6ng.” Cau noi.

Dee nhe rang cuwdi. “Cau quyét dinh ding do6 Josh.”

“Cau da mac sai lam 16n nhat doi roi,” Niccolo ndi, va Josh thay cau
khong con nhin néi vao mét ngudi Y hay Billy the Kid nita.

That vong, Billy lao v6 Dee con Machiavelli quay sang Dare, nhung
ngwoi phu nit da dat cay sdo trén moi. “Qua cham,” c6 thdi vao cay sao,
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nhitng tir ngit bién thanh nhac diéu khién Niccolo Machiavelli va Billy the
Kid lan ra dat, bat tinh nhan su.

Virginia bwdc qua Machiavelli va 1ay 14 thu trong tti 4o trong. Co6 ném
n6 cho Josh, Josh dwa cho Phap sw. “Hwéng dan danh thiéc quai vat do,”
Dare noi.

Machiavelli vo vai Josh. “Lam t6t 1am,” han thanh that néi. “Gid cho hai
ten kia vao xa lim truée khi ching tinh day.”

“Anh quén gi chang?” Virginia n6i hat dau vé phia Lotan.

Dee mim cwdi, anh mat anh 1én anh dién loan. Han sinh con vat va roi
vay ca hai tay truedc n6. “Di di. Xuy.” Han chi ra thanh ph6 cach d6 chwa
t6i mot dam. “bi an di.”

Lotan quay lung, lach bach di qua nhitng tang da va boi xudng nuwéc. Ca
bdy cai dau ndi 1én mat nwdc trede khi chim sdu xuoéng boi vao thanh pho.

“Em khong biét nhitng khach du lich & Embarcadero sé nghi sao,” Dare

s

nol.

“O anh nghi ching ta s& nghe thay tiéng hét ti* ding ndy d6.” Phap su
nguwoi Anh dap dap phong bi vao chan mot cach thiéu kién nhan. “Bi,
ching ta di danh thic vai con vat hau doi di.” Han nhin xuéng Machiavelli
va Billy dang bat tinh va bam dap. “Hmm, c6 thé ching thich chit d6 an
nhe da.” Roi han quay sang Josh, gid dang ditng quang sat dwong nuwdc cta
Lotan khi n6 tién tGi San Francisco. “Cau da quyét dinh dang do6 Josh,” han
nhac lai.

Josh gat. Cau hy vong thé. Cau that sy mong thé. Cau nhin Dare va co6
cudi vai cau khién cau trai tré thady moi chuyén dé dang hon. Du cau khong

https://thuviensach.vn



thue s tin Dee nhung cau tin Dare.
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CHUONG BON MUOI BON

Sophie ngrng 1én. Mat c6 ang ang nwdc, co6 hong c6 khd chay nhw thé co
vira hét. Co c6 hang tram cau hoi khong 101 dap. Kién thitc ctia ba Phu thuy
Endor cling khong gitp duwgc: c6 khong biét lam sao Abraham c6 thé nhin
thay trudc tat ca.

Sophie nhin quanh va ngay lap titc nhan ra khong ai néi gi. C6 vai nguwoi
da doc xong, trong khi nhitng ngudi con lai dang tap trung vao miéng da.
Theo nhw phan &ng cta ho, ho déu nhan duwgc mét 1a thw mang tinh ca nhan
tr mot nguwoi dan 6ng - 6 khong, Abraham con hon mét nguwoi dan 6ng — da
song cach day mudi ngan nam.

Hel dang khoc, nwéc mat den nho xudng tdm ngoc luc bdo, dot chay va
khién kho6i xdm bay cudn 1én trdi. Sophie quan sat c6 ta dat tdim ngoc 1én
moi hon. Trong thoang choc nhitng nét quy quai bién mat; hé 16 vé dep cua
co ta thoi trudc.

Perenelle dat tdm ngoc xanh xudng va dat tay 1én d6. Ba nhin Sophie va
gat dau. Mat ba mong nuwéc phan chiéu mau xanh ngoc luc bdo cia miéng

da. Ba buon khong ta noi.

Prometheus va Mars cung lic nguwéc nhin 1én. Ho khéng néi gi chi nam
lay tay nhau.

Khuon mat Niten nhw mot chiéc mat na khong doc noi, nhuwng Sophie dé
y thay ngon tay tré di chuyén hinh s6 tdm trén tam da.

Odin cho miéng da vao ti va vo vai tay ¢6 chau. Ong thi tham vao tai c6
khién c6 cuoi.
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Khuon mat Chim Ung Pen khong boc 16 gi, nhung nhitng ngoén tay go
theo nhip khong déu vao dang sau tdim ngoc luc bao.

Nicholas cho miéng da vao tdi quan va nam lay tay vo va khi 6ng nhin
ba, c6 nghi c6 thdy gi d6 nhu sy ngudng vong trong doi mat 6ng, nhw thé
ong gap ba ngay dau.

“T6i khong biét chong toi viét gi cho moi nguwoi,” Tsagaglalal dot ngot
noi pha vo sy im lang trong nhém. “Mai 14 thw déu 1a duy nhat, phu hop
v6i DNA va luong dién cia moi nguwdi.” Ba ldo ng6i ¢ dau chiéc ban. Ba ti
man got vo tdo bang mot mot miéng da den boc bac hinh tam gidc giong
nhuw dau mii tén.

Sophie dé y thay Tsagaglalal sap xép vo tdo xanh thanh mot hinh dang
khac v6i nhitng con chit trén tdm da cta co khi c6 nhin thay n6 lan dau. Co
nhiu may: c6 da thdy ngudi khac lam nhw thé, du c¢6 khong nhé dugce la &
dau va khi nao...va c6 thé dé la mét tri nhé khac ctia Ba Phu thuy.

Tsagaglalal chi vao nhitng chiéc ghé trong. “Ngo6i di,” ba néi va ting
ngwoi mot ngbi xuéng. Nicholas va Perenelle ng6i canh nhau, déi dién véi
Odin va Hel, trong khi Mars va Prometheus ng6i déi dién nhau, Niten va
Chim Ung Pen ciing thé. . Sophie ng6i mot minh & cudi ban, nhin tryc dién
Tsagaglalal.

“Vai nguoi trong day biét chong ta,” ba bat dau. “Mot vai ngudi,” ba néi
thém, nhin vao Prometheus va Mars, “6ng dy con la ban than nhat.” Ba
nhin xu6éng Odin va Hel. “Va ngoai ra cling c6 vai ngudi khong bao gio
chung chi hwong vdi 6ng ay, nhung t6i nghi cai ngudi cling kinh trong 6ng
ay.”

Tat ca cac Elder déu gat dau dong y.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Trwdc khi Danu Talis sup do, thé gidi cta ching ta da bat dau tan ra.
Cac Elder da la chti nhan cta trai dat. Khong con chua DBat, ngudi c6 dai da
tuyét diét, con cac Archon thi bi danh bai. Cac giong loai md&i, bao gom c6
giong nguwoi, du dugce coi trong hon nhuwng ciling chi 1a no 1€, va khi khong
con ai dé danh bai nira, cac Elder bat dau tan sat lan nhau.”

“Po la thoi ky kinh khung,” Odin rung minh.

Tsagaglalal nhin khap ban. “Vai ngudi da & trén hon ddo cua ta khi né
sup do. Cac ngudi biét lic do né thé nao.”

Cac Elder gat dau.
“Con gio Ts. John Dee dinh lam cho diéu d6é khong xdy ra.”

Hel nhin 1én. “Cé té khong?” c6 héi réi nhan ra diéu c6 vira néi ra duwong
nhu chim lang. “N6 sé dé ching ta tdi dau?”

Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Thé gidi nay, va muwdi ngan ndm hinh thanh lich st
sé bi x6a s6. Nhung, quan trong hon, néu Danu Talish khéng sup dé chinh
ban than cac Elder hio chién cling huy diét n6. Va khong chi 1a hon dao

ma la ca hanh tinh.”

“Vay chiing ta can chin Dee lai.” Odin lén tiéng. Ong gat dau vé6i chau
gai. “Nhung do la ly do vi sao chung ta ¢ day. CHung ta tGi tiéu diét Dee.”

“Po cling la ly do ma toi & day,” Mars noi.
“Va chung ta da biét han & Alcatraz,” Hel noi. “Chung ta t&i do va két

liéu han.”
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“T6i c6 thé chd moi nguwdi tdi,” Chim Ung Pen nhanh nhen dé nghi.
“T6i c6 thuyéen.”

“Chau cting di niva,” Sophie noi thém. “Josh ¢ do.”
“Khong,” Tsagaglalal khang dinh. “Chéu & lai day.”

“Khong.” Ba ldo nay — ké ca ba la ai — cling khong thé ngan Sophie t&i
Alcataz.

“Néu chau muén gap lai em trai, chau phai & lai cung ta.”

Prometheus nhoai nguwdi vo vao tdim ngoc luc bao 6ng van gitr trén tay.
“Toi cling dugc bao phai ¢ lai.”

“T6i nita,” Niten n6i thém. Kiém si nhin Tsagaglalal. “Ba biét vi sao
khong?”

Ba lac dau.

“T6i biét,” Perenelle thi tham. Ba dang cam tam ngoc cua minh. “T6i
khong nhan dugc 14 thw tir qua khit. Khi t6i nhin vao, t6i thdy Alcatraz,
thady bong ma cia Juan Manuel de Ayala, nguwdi dan 6ng da dat tén cho hon
dao va gio van ¢ d6 dé trong coi né. Ong ta da gitip toi tron thot khi Dee
giam cam t6i. De Ayala noi véi t6i qua tdim bang, va to6i can t6i dé dé ching
kién.

“Va em nhin thdy gi?” Nicholas hoi.

“Dee va Dare, Josh, Machiavelli va Billy the Kid. COn cé Lotan nifa.”

“Lotan,” Odin khan khan néi. “Trudng thanh r6i?”
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“Pung. Nhung gitta nhitng nguwdi bat tr xay ra mau thuan,” Perenelle
thing thang noi tiép. “T6i khong nghe duge chuyén gi, t6i chi thay nhitng
hinh dnh, nhung c6 vé Billy the Kid va Machiavelli khong muén con Lotan
vao trong thanh pho. Cé cai va va Dare da lam ca hai bat tinh.”

“Con Lotan?” Odin hoéi. “Ta da thay cong trinh cta né roéi. D6 la tao vat
khuing khiép.”

“Dee cho nao xuéng bién. N6 dang tién vao thanh pho ngay ldc nay.” Ba
quay sang Prometheus va Niten. “D¢ la ly do hai nguwoi ¢ lai. Hai nguoi
phai chong lai con quai vat va bdo vé thanh phé. Sinh vat nay dang tién vé
Embarrcadero. N6 sé tGi bo bién trong mot tiéng nita.”

“Lay xe cua ta,” Tsagaglalal 1ap tirc néi. “Pau trudc nha d6.” Ba dat chia
khoa 1én ban, Niten cam lén va nhanh chéng chay ra ngoai khi Nicholas
dang day.

“Chung t6i sé di cung cau,” ong goi ngwoi dan ong con Perenelle gat
dau.

Dot nhién moi nguwdi déu hoat dong. Prometheus ditng 1én, nhoai nguwoi
h6én ma Tsagaglalal. “GI6ng nhw hoi xwa nhi?”

Ba dat tay 1én mat 6ng. “Can than nhé,” ba thi tham.
Mars di vong qua ban va 6m 1ay ké thu cti. Luong dién cua ho no ti tach,
trong chdc lat, hinh dnh hai chién binh mac gidp do6 hién ra. “Chién dau va

song sot do,” Mars noi. “Va khi moi chuyén két thic, ching ta sé di du
ngoan. “Clng nhv ngay xua.”
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“Nhu ngay xwa.” Prometheus bép manh vai vi Elder. “Chién dau va song

S ]

Sot.

“T6i di 1ay chiéc jeep day,” Chim Ung Pen noéi. Anh ta di ra, miéng huyt
sao khong theo diéu gi.

“Dgi da,” Sophie noi. “Pernelle, con Josh thi sao? Em trai chau thi sao?”
Moi ngudi nhin N Phu thuay, con Sophie dot nhién hiéu y nghia biéu

cam c6 da nhin thay ldc tredc trong doi mat ba. “Cau ta lai chon Dee va
Dare. Sophie, ching ta thwc sy mat em chau r6i.”
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CHUONG BON MUOI LAM

Chiéc vimana hinh tam gidc che hét miéng nui lita. N6 dung vao hai phi
thuyén nhé khac khi ha canh. Mot chiéc no6 tung, chiéc khac ldo ddo dam
vao vach da va n6 tung, nhitng manh kim loai bi nung dé bay ra moi
hudng.

Tat ca nhitng tu nhan déu Iui lai trong dong dé bado dam an toan. Chi duy
Scathach la van ng6i ¢ miéng hang, quan sat chiéc vimana Rukma dang
tién téi. C6 quay dau vé mot phia quan ts nhitng manh kim loai chdy dai
bang chiéu dai canh tay c6 dam vao vach da trén dau. Mot vimana khac bi
chiéc chién thuyén théi bay di khién né 1do ddo bay gan vao vach nti dam
vao mot tang da thoi ra, xé toang mot bén phi thuyén. Khi n6 lwon qua xa
lim, Scathach thdy thodng qua hai anpu dang tuyét vong stta chita tau. Khi
né roi xuong dong nham thach lam cho mot dong mac ma ban 1én cao, roi
tlr tir chim xudng.

Chiéc Vimana Rukma rong 16n tr tit ha xuong, mii tau va dudi tau suyt
cham vao vach da. Bong t6i gat dau dong y: phi cong trwdng 1ai ctr. Chiéc
phi thuyén ha xu6ng thap hon r6i thap hon, qua xa lim ctia Shakespear va
Palamedes.

Nhitng chiéc vimana nho hon con lai lwgn vong quanh chiéc 16n, can
than khong téi qua gan. Scathach tuyét vong c6 nhd nhitng gi c6 biét vé co
mady nay, nhung co6 khong nhé dugc mdy. Cé khong nghi nhitng chiéc nhé
c6 trang bi vii khi nhung c6 doan it nhat thi chiéc quay lai s& chi huy co
mang thém quan ctu vién. Chiéc to nay qua gan khién Scathach c6 thé nhin
thay, khong giong chiéc nhé lam bang kim loai, chiéc nay lam bang pha lén
béng lodng va gom béng. N6 hau nhu trong sudét khién co c6 thé thiy cé
duy nhat mot nguwoi ben trong.
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Khong khi rung 1én tiéng dong co chiéc vimana, am thanh chéi tai khién
rang c6 nghién lai va téc ¢6 nhiém dién lach tach. Sy rung dong dap vao
vach ndi Itra, c6 thidy c6 nhitng vét nitt nho xiu trén bé mat n6. Dot nhién
tang da duwédi chan c6 roi xuéng dong nham thach bén duwéi. Scathach nhay
nguoc lai khi goc hang 16 ra.

Mot bén canh vimana bay vong quanh tgi khi n6 ¢ ngay phia trén co, va
deén do ¢ canh canh tat ngém. Canh vimana dap vun bitc twong khién nhitng
mau da den roi xuéng dau c6. Scathach biét néu nhw né xuéng thap hon né
sé bi ket. Co6 hit mot hoi khi dam mui lIwu huynh, c6 nhay vé phia trwdc khi
su rung dong lam xa lim cta c6 bién thanh da vun. Nhitng ngon tay co6 bam
lay canh chiéc vimana, nhung tay phai c6 dang trugt trén bé mat gwong cua
né. Co tuyét vong c6 bam lay trudc khi c6 tudt ca tay trai. Co nhin xuéng
va nhan thay khong c6 gi ngan c6 va dong nham thach. Chiéc Rukma bat
dau bay 1én.

Co liéc mat nhin thdy mét s chuyén dong. Mot chi€c vimana tron ha
thap xudng cho c6. N6 t6i gan hét mic, ro rang muon khién c6 roi xudng.
Co0 da n6 nhung chi khién c6 tudt thém.

Chiéc Rukma pha 1é ttr tir bay 1én v&i Scathach van dang danh du bén
dwdi. N chién binh ¢6 thém lan nita dé ném minh 1én trén phi thuyén
nhung bé mat né nhan qua. Co biét c6 khong thé bam dwgc lau hon nita. Co
bdng nhé ra c6 ngudi da bao cd sé chét & mot noi dep dé. O thi, ké ra & d6i
chiéc chién thuyén trong miéng nui Itta cling khong dep lam.

Chiéc vimana nho hon lai lwgn qua, gan dén noi Scathach c6 thé nhin
thdy hai sinh vat mat ché bén dwdi nap pha Ié cia chiéc vimana. Con anpu
nhe rang va lwgn chiéc phi thuyén thém lan nita. Lan nay chiing dinh dam
thang vao co.
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Va ro6i Joan of Arc nhay thang xuéng noc tau do.

Nguwoi phu nit Phap nhdy xudng tr miéng buong giam. C6 cuwdi ngot
ngao v&i nhitng anpu bén trong. “Bonjour.” Chiéc vinama chong chanh roi
chim xuéng mdt chit, nghiéng trai r6i phai nham hat c6 ra. “Chi phi thoi
gian thoi,: c6 ndi va cwoi vui vé. “T6i khoe hon bé ngoai d6! Ta da mang
kiém sudt ca doi — ta cé thé ditng vitng su6t vai gio.”

Chiéc phi thuyén roi xuéng ngay bén dudi Scathach. C6 tha tay va nhay
xuong chiéc vimana cung Joan vé&i mot lwc khién ca chiéc 16n hon cling
phai chii xuéng. Ngudoi Phap bat tit cwdi 16n. “Chi hay nhi...”

“Néu em con dam cudi dua,” Scathach canh bao triwdc khi c6 ban kip noéi
hét cau.

Chiéc vimana chim xuéng va quay trong, nhwng hai ngudi phu nit van
bam chac trén noéc phi thuyén khi ngwoi phi cong co lac thuyén sang trai
sang phai.

“Mai ma han chwa roi xudéng nhi,” Scatty noi. “ching ta sé 6n roi.”

bung lic do6 chiéc vimana roi thang xudéng dong nham thach, tang thém
moi nguy hiém dang can ky dong dung nham no luc buc.

“em nghi han nghe thiy r6i,” Joan ndi, ho lén vi khong khi qua kho thé.
CO toat mo6 hoi va chdy toc. “Tay em dau qud,” co thira nhan. “Em khong
biét em con bam duwgc bao 1au nita.”

“Gitt chat 14y,” Scathach néi nho. C6 nam ban tay phdi thanh mot nam
ddm, ngon cai dat trén ngon tréd. Co6 thu tay lai. “Khi em phdi ddm xuyén
qua cai gi...” Nit chién binh nghién rang n6i khi ddm that lyc vao néc dia
bay. “...em khong thé nao hon dugc ci dam cuia Jeet Kun Do nay dau.” Néc
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thuyén nitt ra. Hai anpu trong thuyén nhin 1én, mom hé ra vi chodng. “Cé
vé né khong khé v& nhw cac ngwoi nghi!” Scathach dam thém phat nita,
néc thuyén vo tan thanh ttng manh. Khéng khi néng tran vao quanh cac
anpu, chui vao mat ching khién ching ho hang khong thoi. Phi cong cho
thuyén bay 1én xa khoi hoi nong va khéi bui.

“Nhanh thé,” Scathach hét goi. “Chting ta con dinh danh dam vai th nita
ca!”

Canh vimana dam vao d4, tiéng kim loai xé roac nghe kinh hon. Chiéc
dia bay chao dao khién Scatty va Joan suyt roi nhing van tiép tuc bay 1én.
R6i n6 dam vao canh chiéc Rukma vimana van dang gam ru nguyén tai
cho. Kim loai va cham vao pha 1é khién mot bén chiéc thuyén nho hon bay
mat. Nhung lyc bat khién hai ngwdi phu nit tudt tay. Joan va Scatty hét 1én.

...nhitng ban tay chac chan nam lay hai ngudi phu nit va kéo ho vao sau
chiéc vimana mét gidy cudi khi chiéc vimana dam vao da va toac lam doéi.

Palamedes nhe nhang ha Scatty va Joan xu6ng canh vimana. Hiép si
Sacaren ditng canh Saint-Germain dang 6m vg. Khong ai n6i dugc tiéng

nao.

“Toi da nghi toi thwong xuyén citu mang anh,” Scathach nhe nhang noi,
nam chat canh tya Palamedes.

“T6i nghi gio la lic t6i bao on,” hiép si noi, chat giong tram cta 6ng run
run. “Co suyt chét dé6 Bong t6i.”

“Co 1é hom nay chwa phai ngay t6i chét,” Scatty noi va cudi véi ong.

Palemedes bép vai c6. “Hom nay chwa két thic,” 6ng nghiém tdc noi.
“Chiing ta can vao trong.” Ong quay di, gio ngén céi 1én. “May ngudi ban
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madt cho ctua ching ta dang tu tap lai kia.”

Scathach theo Palamedes di doc theo canh Rukma vao bén trong thuyén.
“Sao anh vao trong dvgc?”

“Khi canh thuyén ngang vdi hang toi, t6i di vao thoi,” Hiép si Sacaren
néi. “Francis ciing lam thé.” Ong di vao trong. Béng t5i c6 thé thay nhitng
dwong nét co thé 6ng qua 16p guwong vo tau. Co ditng d6 doi Joan va Saint-
Germain di vao trong.

“Vay day la t6i gidi citu,” Scatty noi. “thé ma chi twéng ho téi giét chiing

»

ta.

Modt hinh bong di chuyén bén trong chiéc Rukma. “Néu ho muon giét
c6” chat giong khan khan cat 1én, “thi sao ho phai dung tau chién chit?”

“T6i doan ho lam thé vi ho biét ho dang chong lai ai,” Scatty néi quay
mdt vé phia am thanh. “T6i 1a N& Chién binh Scathach, Bong t6i, Nguoi
Diét Quy, Nguoi Lap Vuong, nguoi...”

“T6i chwa bao gio nghe t&i c6.” Nguwoi chién binh toc do to 16n trong bo
giap sang loang budc ra phia trudc.

“Chu!” Scathach hét len sung swdng va ném minh vo nguoi dan ong toc
do.

Nhung ngudi dan 6ng to 16n d6 tém 1ay c6 trwdc khi co kip om 14y cong
va gilt c6 cach xa 6ng mot sdi tay, chan du dwa trén san thuyén. “Ta la
Prometheus, va ta khong c6 chau gai. Ta khong biét 6 la ai. Ta chwa tirng
gip ¢6.” Ong can trong dit c6 xudng va lui lai.
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Joan cuwdi pha Ién khi nhin mat Scathahc. R6i ¢6 nam ldy co gai va kéo
di. “Ong hay tha tht cho ban t6i. C6 4y quén mat minh dang & dau... va khi
ndo,” c6 nhan manh thém va nhin Béng tai.

Scathach git dau, nét ngac nhién hién 1én khuén mit. “Ong nhic chau
nhd t6i mot nguwoi,: ¢d6 ndi vGi Prometheus, “mdt nguwdi rat gan giii vGi
chau.”

Vi Elder toc do thoang gat dau réi quay di. Ca nhém theo 6ng di xudng
hanh lang vao trung tam chiéc Rukma. Ong ngdi xuéng mot chiéc ghé mém
va khoanh tay lai. Dot nhién nhitng birc twong pha lén sang truéc ong véi
anh sang va nhitng dong chit chay trén mat kinh. Nhitng chdm dé chi chit
trén birc twong trai. Prometheus chi. “Khéng hay réi. CHung ta can nhanh
chong roi khoi day. Co6 vé toan bd quan doan vimana déu nham tdi day.”

“Ong dinh dwa chiing t6i di dau?” Saint-Germain hoi.

“Téi...”

MJdi giong ro rang va binh tinh chét nguwdi vang vong trong phong diéu
khién. “Anh ban Prometheus, gio t6i can anh. Toa thap dang bi tan céng.”
Twr dang sau nhitng vu nd c6 thé nghe thay ro/

“Toi dang t6i,” Prometheus nai.

“Va nhitng nguoi ban cta chung ta,” giong noi vang vong trong can
phong. “an toan ca cha?”

“An toan. Ho ¢ ding noi ong noi, trong xa lim Huracan. Gio hg ¢ cung
toi.

“T6t. Nhanh 1én anh ban gia. Nhanh 1én.”
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“Ai do?” Scatty hoi du co cling nhv nhitng ngudi con lai da doan dugc
cau tra loi.

“Cuu tinh cua cac vi: Nha thong thai Abraham.”
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CHUONG BON MUOI SAU

Sophie Newman di quanh khu vion sau tréng vang. Moi ngudi da ra di.
Nha Flamel, Prometheus va Niten dang t6i Embarrcadero, trong khi Chim
Ung DPen duwa Mars, Odin va Hel t6i bén thuyén.

Bung da ¢6 n6n nao con dau thi on gong. C6 can thdi gian dé suy nghi,
dé hiéu nhitng gi c6 vira biét. Moi thit da thay doi con tiép tuc thay doi va
co thi cang ngay cang khé cé thé phan biét dau la tri nhé ctia minh va cua
Ba Phu thily Endor. Ba Phu thuy biét ti'ng nguwoi xuat hién & nha Di Agnes
— nha Tsagaglalal — va ba c6 nhitng nhan dinh vé ho. Ba khong thich ai...
nhung Sophie lai ngugc lai.

CO cam thdy gio cd da bat dau hiéu Ba Phu thay...dung hon, khi nhitng
ky tc ctia ba ct xoay mong mong trong dau 6c co, c6 nghi c6 hiéu ba hon
bat c ai.

Va o khong thich ba.

Ba Phu thuy Endor nho nhen, han thu va chat chita nhitng tran cuéng no
va han thu ghé gém. Ba ghen ti vGi sitc manh va quyén nang cua
Prometheus, su dling cdm ctia Mars, ba s¢ Niten va nguoi dong hanh Aoife.
Ba ghét Tsagaglalal vi ba qua gan giii vdi Abraham. Diéu duy nhat Sophie
thich & ba 1a sy quan tam t&i giong nguwdi va chién ddu khong mét moi dé
giup ho an toan khéi nhitng Elder Bong t6i.

Sophie di trén via da qua bai cé. Bat Iin xudng va khi ¢6 nhin lai c6 c6
chi nhin thdy néc nha di ¢6. C6 di qua mai vom phua kin trudng xuan va
hong leo dan t6i mot khu khong dwgc cham soc ctia khu viron, noi ¢ moc
ngang eo va xen lan nhitng cay hoa dai.
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Day ting la noi yéu thich cta cdp sinh doi.

Khi ho con nhd, ho phat hién ra khu vie bi mat nay, an sau hang rao va
né ngay lap titc trd thanh hang 6 cia ho. N6 la mdt vong tron sach sé, bao
quanh b@i nhitng bui cay gai va vai cay tao lau nam khong bao gio cho qua
du c6 rat nhiéu hoa. Cay soi gia dai dau mwa nang moc 1én & gitra bai dat
trong. Puwong kinh ctia né phai tdi ba feet va da tirng c6 mdt mua he Sophie
gianh ca tuan dé tinh tudi cay. Co6 dém dugc hai tram hai ba muoi vong tudi
tredc khi dirng lai. Cap song sinh goi bai dat trong do la khu vuwon bi mat
theo tén cudn sach cua Frances Hodgson Burnett ma lic dé Sophie dang
doc. M6i mua hé khi nha Newman t6i San Francisco, Sophie déu chay ngay
ra vuon sau va déu thdy xem cay so6i con khong va thg lam vuon cta di
Agnes khong hé chdt né di hay bién khu dat thanh phan gon gang nhuw phan
con lai. M6i ndm cé mot 16n, bui cdy cang ram rap hon va dudng mon
cang lic cang kho nhin thay.

Co6 luc Sophie va Josh gianh toan bd Idc téi tham di dé di lai trong khu
vuon bi mat. Nhueng nhiéu nam qua di, Josh khong con thich thé nita — bai
dat trong qua xa nha khién cau khong bat dwoc tin hiéu wifi dé chay laptop.
Thé la khu veeon bi mat trd thanh khu riéng tuv ctia Sophie, mét noi c6 cé
thé doc sach va mo mong, mot noi dé cb chay tGi va suy nghi. Va lic nay,
c6 can cho dé suy nghi mot minh, noi ¢6 c6 thé nghi vé moi chuyén vira
xdy ra...va vé Josh. C6 can phai nghi cach dwa cau vé va c6 can lam gi.
“Moi diéu. Gi ciling dugc,” c6 ndi to.

Va c6 can nghi vé twong lai, vi twong lai bat dau lam c6 sg va c6 can
quyét dinh — d6 chac chan la quyét dinh 16n nhat doi.

ft nht c6 c6 thé & ddy mot minh; khong ai biét vé khu vieom bi mat.
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Sophie di qua bui ram va dung lai vi ngac nhién. Di Agnes — Tsagaglalal
— dang ngoi & goc cdy, mat nham lai, hwéng vé phia mat troi ban chiéu.

Ba lao m@ mat va mim cuwdi. “Sao thé? Chau nghi ta khong biét vé noi
nay a?”
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CHUONG BON MUOI BAY

“Ta ludn biét vé noi nay,” Tsagaglalal n6i v&i Sophie. Ba vay tay noi,
“T¢i day ngoi véi ta.”

Sophie lac dau.

“Di ma,” Tsagaglalal nhe nhang noi. “Ta tao ra noi nay cho chau va em
chau. Chau nghi vi sao ma ta khong cho thg lam vuon dong vao noi nay
chu?”

Sophie di quanh bai dat trong roi ngéi xuoéng dwa lung vao cay tdo kho
héo. “Chau khong biét nghi gi nita,” c6 that tha noi.

Tsagaglala van im lang, nhin cham cham vao c6 géi. Tiéng dong duy
nhat la tiéng ong vo ve va tiéng xe c0 tir dang xa.

“Chau dang nghi,” Sophie néi, “mot tuan truedc thoi chau dang lam &
quan Coffee Cup va dgi cho t6i cudi tuan. Josh thwong tdi civa hang an trua
va chung chau cung nhau an sandwich va banh anh dao. Chau vira méi noi
chuyén v6i co6 ban Elle cia chau & New York qua dién thoai. Chau rat vui
vi c6 thé ban ay sé tdi San Francisco. Noi lo 16n nhat caa chau la chau
khong thé nghi lam & quan dé di choi véi ban dy.” Co6 géi nhin Tsagaglalal.
“Chi mot ngay nhuv bao ngay. Mot ngay Thit Nam binh thvong.”

“Con gio?” Tsagaglalal thi tham.

“Con gig, mot tuan sau, Chau dugc Banh Thitc, hoc phép thuat, t6i Phap
va Anh roi lai quay lai khéng can dung may bay; em trai chau di mat; va
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chau dang lo t&i ngay tan cua thé gidi.” Co6 c6 cwdi nhung nghe the thé va
qua khich.

Tsagaglalal cham rai gat dau. “Sophie a, mot tuan tredc chau chi la mot
co gai. Chau da duwgc trai nghiém ca doi chi trong bdy ngay. Chau da nhin
thdy nhiéu thi va con lam nhiéu hon thé.”

“Hon ca chau mu6n,” Sopie thi tham.

“Chau da 16n 1én va truong thanh,” Tsagaglalal noi, khong dé y téi viéc
co noi chen vao. “Chau la mot c6 gai tré phi thwong, Sophie Newman a.
Chau manh mé, thong thai va day quyén nang — rat, rat quyén nang.”

“Chau wdc gi chau khong nhu thé,” Sophie rau rau néi. Co6 nhin vao long
ban tay. Co6 dang dat tay 1én chan, hai tay chong 1én nhau. Nhitng sgi dién
bac tap hop trong long ban tay c6 ro6i hinh thanh mot qua bong sang. Ludng
dién bay tré vao trong ban tay co, hinh thanh gang tay bac, lic dau trong
nhv to béng, sau thanh da r6i cudi cung tré thanh mot 16p kim loai bao
quanh tay c0, bdo vé ban tay c¢6. C6 nam ban tay lai; gang tay bién mat.
Nhitng ngén tay c6 trong thoang choc van con 16p son bac béng truede khi
trd lai binh thuong.

“Chau khong thé thoat khoi van ménh dau Sophie. Chau la Bac. Biéu do
mang lai cho chau trach nhiém...va dinh ménh. S6 phan cta chau da dugc
dinh doat ngan nam vé truwdc,” Tsagaglalal n6i nhw vo vé c6 bé. “Ta da
quan sat chong ta, Abraham lam viéc cung Chronos. Chronos gianh ca doi
dé lam chu Thoi gian. Viéc dé da hay hoai 6ng ay, khién co thé 6ng dy bién
thanh ca tram loai hinh dang. N6 khién 6ng ay tré thanh sinh vat ghé tém
nhat chau tirng nhin thay ... du thé chong di van coi 6ng dy la ban, va di
khong nghi ngo gi tdm long cta 6ng dy vai loai ngudi va va sy song con
cta Vuong quoc Bong t6i nay.”
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“Ba Phu thay khong thich ong ay...” Sophie ndi, rung minh khi ¢6 nhin
thay hinh anh that sy cia Chronos trong dau.

Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Va ong ta khinh thwong nhitng gi ba ay lam.”

“Ba ay da lam gi?” Sophie bat dau nhung nhitng ky tc da t&di nhanh
khién c6 rung minh.

...m¢t cdy bua ddp tan chiéc so thuy tinh thanh nhitng mdnh kinh vo, roi
thém lan nita va lan nira...

...nhitng cudén sdch bia kim logi bién chdt Iong, nhitng gid sdch sdp
xuéng vi bi axit dn mon...

....nhitng chiéc phi thuyén bang kinh va gém la thwong dam vao vdch da
va chim xudbng bién...

Tsagaglalal nhoai nguoi len. “Ba phu thuy da tiéu diét hang ngan cac tac
pham Chua Bat, Nguoi Co Pai va Archon: nhitng cai chong di goi 1a nhitng

von kién thitc nguy hiém.”

“N6é qua nguy hiém,” Sophie déap lai, dwa trén quan diém cua Ba Phu
thuy.

“DP6 la theo quan diém ctia Ba Phu thuy.” Tsagaglalal buon rau néi. “Ban
ctia chau, ngwoi bat tr William Shakespeare da tirng viét “khong cé gi tot
hay xau, chi la cach nghi khién chting t6t hay xau.”

“Trich trong Hamlet. Chung chau da dong vo kich do ¢ truong.”

“Zephaniah tin rang nhitng kho tri thitc dé6 nguy hiém va vi thé ba ta c6
quyén huay diét ching. Nhuwng chau phai nhé rang ban than kién thitc khong
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hé nguy hiém,” Tsagaglalal nhdn manh. “Kién thitc dugc dung thé nao mdi
nguy hiém. Ba Phu thty da hay diét khong biét bao nhiéu kién thitc. Vi thé
khi ba ta can giip d&, Chronos da bat ba ta trd gia dat. Co6 lé ong ay cling
muon ngan ba ta khong huy diét céi gi nita du da mudn. Thi thodng di ban
khoan khong biét néu chiing ta biét dwgc nhitng tri thirc dé thi loai ngudi c6
thay thé chiing ta khong.”

Sophie nhin thdy nhitng hinh dnh thodng qua cta cong nghé c6 dai,
nhitng thanh pho bang kinh, nhitng chiéc thuyén kim loai rong ménh mong,
nhitng phi thuyén pha Ié lao vit trén bau troi. Va nhitng hinh anh tré nén
den t6i va c6 thdy mot thanh pho giong nhw mot vién ngoc tinh té€ bién
thanh chat 16ng khi mot qua bom nhw mét qua ndm noé tung gitta thanh pho.
Co0 lac dau va hit mé6t hoi that sau, chdp mat quay vé hién tai, co6 gang xua
nhitng hinh anh dé di. Am thanh thwong nhat cia chiu San Francisco —
tiéng coi tau ti xa, tiéng coi xe, tiéng coi ciu hoa — quay trd lai. “Khoéng,
chuing ta phai hay diét moi thit,” c6 thi tham.

“Co 18...” Tsagaglalal n6i nhd. “Co thé chong di va Chronos hang ngay
luén lo nghi tGi viéc huy diét trai dat va nhitng sinh vat song trén dé. Di da
ngoi quan sat ho nghién citu cac dong thoi gian dé giip loai nguoi va
Vuong quoc Béng t6i song lau nhat cé thé. Ho goi ching la Dong Trién
Vong. Mot khi ho tim dwgc Dong Trién Vong, ho sé lam moi thit dé dam
bao no thanh cong.”

Mui mu6i va khi thai théi nhé nhe qua nhitng tan 1a va bui cay. La cay
xao xac, Sophie dot nhién rung minh. “Va Josh va chau dang & mot trong

nhitng Dong Trién Vong a?”

“Pung, c6 mot co bé cau bé. Cdp song sinh. Vang va Bac.” Tsagaglalal
nhin c6 gai. “chong di con biét tén chau.”

Sophie s& vao tdm ngoc luc bao & tdi canh quan. Trén dé co tén co.
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Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Ong 4y biét nhidu diéu vé chau du khong phai moi
tht. Dong thoi gian khong phai lic nao cling dung. Nhung Abraham va
Chronos biét rang chac chan cdp sinh doi sé c6 tam anh hwdéng vdi sy ton
vong cua loai ngudi va thé gidi. Va ho biét ho phéi bado vé cdp sinh doi
hoan hao, Vang va Bac.”

“Josh va chau khong hoan hao,” Sophie ngay lap tirc dap.

“Khong ai hoan hdo. Nhung luéng dién ctia chau trong sach. Chung ta
biét cdp sinh d6i can kién thitc, thé nén Abraham da tao ra cuon Codex,
cuon sach cua Nha thong théi, bao gom kién thitc cia ca thé gidi trong vai
trang gidy.” Khuon madt ba lao han ro sy dau kho. “Lic dé 6ng dy da Bién
DPo6i. Chau biét bién doi 1a thé nao khong?”

Sophie dinh lac dau nhung r6i gat vi nhitng kién thitc cia Ba Phu thuay
Endor cho c6 biét. “Dang chuyén do6i. Hau hét nhitng Elder gia nhat déu
bién thanh...” C6 dung lai, kh6 khan chdp mat vi nhitng hinh anh. “...quai
vat.”

“Khong phai tat ca nhwng 1a hau hét. Vai ngudi chuyén thanh dang xinh
dep hon. Chong di cho rang Bién do6i 1a mot dang chuyén héa do tac dong
cta tia mat troi khién cac té bao lao h6a nhanh chéng.”

“Nhung di khong bi Bién doi...”

“Ta khong phai Elder,” Tsagaglalal trd 16i ngan gon. “Va khi Abraham
tao nén cuon Codex, ong dy da xtt 1y dé chi c6 loai ngudi mdi doc duge. No
sé dau doc cac Elder nao ddm cham vao. Hoang loat nhitng bao vé giong

nguoi da trong coi cudon Sach trong hang thé ky.”

“Vay do la nhiem vu cua di?” Sophie hoi.
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“Khong,” Tsagaglalal néi khién c6 ngac nhién. “NHitng nguwoi khac dugc
chon dé bao vé cudn Sach. Nhiém vu cua di la bao vé nhitng tdm ngoc luc
bdo va cham s6c Vang va Bac. Di sé & bén ho t6i phut cudi khi ho can di.”

“Tsagaglalal,” Sophie thi tham. “m6t Gidm Quan.”

Ba ldo gat dau. “Ta la Giam Quan. Abraham da st dung nhitng cong
nghé ctia Archon dé bién ta thanh bat ti. Ta da cham séc, theo doi va bao
vé cac cdp song sinh. Va dé cham séc va bao vé ta, chong ta da cho em trai
ta mon qua la sy bat t¥ nita.”

“Em trai di...” Sophie thé hat ra.

Tsagaglalal gat dau. Ba nguwéc 1én nhin troi. “Ching ta da cung nhau
song trén trai dat nay hon muwoi ngan nam va cham séc cac thé hé nha
Newman. Va day chinh la cay pha hé cua gia dinh chau. Em trai va ta da
cung nhau bao vé nhitng hoang tw, thg vai, cht nhan va ca no 1é. Chung ta
da song & tdt ca cac quoc gia trén thé gidi, chd dgi, chd doi va luon cho
doi...” Boi mat ba ang ang nudc. “Ciing titng c6 Vang trong gia dinh chau,
c6 ca Bac nita, c6 khi c6 ca mot cdp sinh doi Vang va Bac nhung khong
phai cdp sinh doi trong 10i tién tri, va tri 6c em trai ta bat dau guc nga theo
nam thang.”

“Con gia dinh nha Flamel thi sao? Khong phai ho ciing tim kiém céc cap
song sinh u?”

“D6 1a mot sai lam. Mot 101 dién giai sai chau a. Cé 1é 1a mot sy ¢o chap.
Nhiém vu cta ho chi la bdo vé cuén sach. Nhung ¢ mot diém nao do thi
nha Flamel bat dau tin rang nhiém vu ctia ho la tim cdp song sinh truyén
thuyét.”
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Sophie cdm thdy khong thé néi. “Vay moi thit ho da lam...déu la v6 ich.”

Tsagaglalal hién hau cuwoi. “Khong, khong phai la v6 ich. Moi thi ho lam
giip ho t6i gan hon vGi thanh phd nay, va duy chi lan nay, la t6i gan hon
v0i cac chau. Nhiém vu cua ho khong phai la tim cap song sinh — 101 tién tri
la cap song sinh sé tim thay ho. Nhiém vu ctua ho la bao vé cdp song sinh
va Panh thic ho.”

Sophie nghi dau 6c c6 sap no6 tung. Co6 thay sg khi nghi tdi viéc cude doi
c6 da dugc tién doan tir muwoi ngan nam tredc. Mot y nghi khién c6 choang
vang. “Em trai di,” Sophie hoi nhanh, “dang ¢ dau a?”

“Lan dau chung ta téi Anh, ching ta biét rang Scathach da gitip mot cau
thanh nién tén Arthur 1én ngdi vua. Em trai ta tré nén than thiét véi cau ta;
Arthur giong nhv con trai cau dy. Khi cu thanh nién dé chét...em trai ta bi
ton thwong tram trong. Pau 6c 6ng ay bat dau roi rac, 6ng dy khong thé
phan biét néi hién tai va qua khit, hién tai va do twdng. Ong tin ring Arthur
s& tai sinh va lai can 6ng dy. Ong khong bao gid roi khoi Anh nita. Ong néi
ong sé chét ¢ do.”

“Gilgamesh,” Sophie thd hat ra.

“Vua Gilgamesh,” Tsagaglalal thi tham, “du ¢ Anh nguoi ta biét dén 6ng
ay vGi cai hang khac.” Nudc mat lan dai xuéng ma ba, khu vueon tran ngap
mui hoa nhai. “Gio ta khong con cau ay nita, da lau qua roi.”

“Ching chau da gdp ong dy,” Sophie voi néi va nhoai nguwdi ra nam lay
tay Tsagaglalal. Ludng dién cta c6 né ti tach. “Ong &y con séng! O Luan
Pon.” C6 chdp mat dé nuwdc mat lan xuong khi nhd lai 6ng gia v6 gia cuw
rach rwdi va ban thiu vdi doi mat xanh an twgng c6 da gap ¢ trong taxi.
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Mui hoa nhai ding ngét. Giong ctia Tsagaglalal nhuém vi cay déng. “Oi
Sophie, di biét chd dy con song va & Luan Pon. C6 c6 nhitng ngudi ban &
d6 gitp c6 dé mat tdi chu ay gium c6, dam bdo cha ay khong thiéu thon
tién nong va khong bi bo déi.” Gid ba dang khoc, nhitng giot niwéc mat lan
xudng cam va roi xuéng bai cd. Nhitng cay hoa nhai nhé xiu moc 1én, né
hoa chi trong mét gidy. “Ong dy khong con nhé t6i di,” Tsagaglalal thi
tham. “Khong, khong ding: chd ay con nhd di, nhung 1a di cia muwdi ngan
ndm trude, tré trung va xinh dep. Ong 4y khong nhan ra di cta bay gio.”

“Ong ay n6i dng ay chép lai moi chuyén,” Sophie néi. C6 quét nwdc mat
di. “Ong 4y noi 6ng ay sé viét vé chau, nhé vé chau.” Cd nhé ong lao da
dwa cho c6 mét tap gidy day duwgc khau lai véi nhau. C6 nhitng to gidy viét,
c6 gidy bao, thyc don nha hang, khan gidy, da dé va ca nhitng miéng dong
moéng tang. Ching dugc cat xé theo cung mot kich cd, day nhitng chi viét
tay.

“Bat tir 1a mot 101 nguyén,” dot nhién Tsagaglalal gian di néi. “Di yéu
chong di nhung cé nhiéu lic — rat nhiéu lic — di han nhitng gi 6ng ay da
lam véi di va em trai di va di da nguyén rua 6ng ay.”

“Abraham da viét rang chau sé nguyén rua ong ay tu bay gio va vé sau,”
Sophie noi.

“Néu chong di cé tat xau gi, do la 6ng dy ludn néi that. Ké ca khi sy that
mat long.”

Sophie khong thd néi. Ky tc cia ba Phu thuy luén lach vao suy nghi c6
vé mot diéu gi dé quan trong. Co tap trung dé hiéu né. “Qua trinh bién
Gilgamesh thanh bat ti* la mot sai lam. Nhung néu c6 thé 1dy di sy bat t
ctia 6ng ay thi...” co dirng lai.

“Chau nhd ra gi ha, con gai — mot vai thit Ba phu thay biét a?”
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“Khong, diéu ma Gilgamesh yéu cau Josh.”
“Céi gi?”

“Ong 4y bét em chau hita khi moi chuyén qua di — néu ching chau con
song — hdy mang cudn Codex t6i Luan Bon.”

Ba lao nhiu may, nhitng nép nhan han nhiéu hon trén tran ba. “Vi sao?”

“Gilgamesh no6i trén trang nhat cuén Codex c6 mdt cau than chi.” Co
day trén cd nhé chinh xac nha Vua néi gi. “Ong 4y néi...dong ay néi 1a ong
ay da ding sau lvng Abraham va quan sat ong ay ghi chép lai.”

Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Ca em trai ta va Prometheus déu luén & bén chong
di. Khong biét chu ay thay gi nhi?”

“Cong thirc bién thanh ngwdi bat tr,” Sophie noi. “Khi Josh va chau hoi
vi sao 6ng ay mudn no, vi ong dy da bat t r6i...”

“dé ddo nguwgc cong thic,” Tsagaglalal tra 16i. “Cé thé sé thanh cong.
Ong ay c6 thé 1a ngudi binh thuwong, cé thé ¢ lai tri nhd va sé nhé ra di,”
ba lao thd hat ra. “Ching ta cé thé lai 1a ngwdi va chét trong thanh than.”

“Lai la ngwoi?” Sophie hoi. Dot nhién c6 nhd lai 10i ba lao néi trede do.
“Di khong phai Elder,” c6 ndi, “cling khéng phai Archon hay nguwdi Co dai.
Vay ba la ai?”

“Vi sao ha Sophie,” Tsagaglalal cudi buon néi, “chau nghi xem vi sao
cu6én Codex lai dugc tao ra dé Elder khong thé cham vao ma chi cé loai
nguoi cé thé gitt dugc? Gilgamesh va ta la ngudi. Ching ta 1a mot trong
nhitng Nguwoi Khéi Nguyén dau tién c6 dugc sw song nho vao luong dién
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cta Prometheus & Thanh Phé V6 Danh noi ria thé gid¢i. Gio thi khong con
nguwoi Khai Nguyén nita. Chi con co ta va Gilgamesh. Va ta chi con phai
lam mot viéc,” ba 1do noi thém.

Co0 gai lai ng6i dva vao cay tdo va khoanh tay. C6 biét di c6 dinh néi gi.
“Chau tir chéi dugc khéng?”

“Chau c6 thé,” Tsagaglalal néi khién c6 ngac nhién. “Nhung néu chau
lam thé, hon mudi ngan nguwdi song va chét dé bao vé chau sé hy sinh v6
ich. Nhitng ngwoi da bao vé cuén Codex, nhitng cdp sinh déi truéc, nhitng
Elder va THé Hé K€ tiép ditng vé phia loai ngwoi — sé hy sinh vo ich.”

“Va thé gidi sé két thic,” Sophie n6i thém.
“Pung.”
“Chong di thay diéu do6 a?”

“Di khong biét,” Tsagaglalal néi. B6i mat ba mong do nhung ba khong
con nwdc mat dé khoc. “Swy bién doi dién ra trén co thé 6ng ay trong nhitng
ngdy cudi cling va bién 6ng thanh vang khéi. Ong dy khong thé néi. Di
chac 6ng ay sé c6 cach dé noi cho di..nhuwng r6i Danu Talis bi hay diét
trong Tran Chién cudi cung.” Tsagaglalal quay di nhin theo nhitng bong
hoa nhai da né rd va ta tan. “Abraham va Chronos nhin thdy rat nhiéu
hwéng di cda lich stt, va moi hudng di lai tao ra béi nhitng quyét dinh riéng
biét. Thwong thi kh6 c6 thé néi — triv tredng hop trong nhitng béi canh cu
thé - ai la nguwdi quyét dinh. D6 1a 1y do vi sao 10i tién tri rat mu mad - “mot
bao vé thé gidi, mot huy diét n6.” Di khong biét chau la ai.” Ba hat ham vé
phia ng6i nha. “Cé md6t tam bang trong ta gianh cho em trai chu nita.”

Sophie thd hon hén vi choang.
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Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Pung, rat c6 thé gio nay di dang noi chuyén vai
Josh, trong khi Sophie Newman dang ditng canh Dee va Dare ¢ Alcatraz.
Nhung roi sé dén lic — sém thoi — chau sé phai lwa chon. Va lwa chon cua
chéu sé anh huwéng téi twong lai thé gidi nay cling nhw vo s6 nhitng Vuong
quoc Béng t6i khac.” Ba thdy vé dau budn trén khudn mat Sophie va dat
tay 1én ma c6. “Quén nhitng gi chau biét di, hodc nhitng gi chau nghi la
chau biét — hdy tin vao ban nang cta chau. Nghe theo con tim chau. Ping
tin ai.”

“Nhung Josh. Con cau 4y thi sao? Chau c6 thé tin cau ay,ding khéng?”
Sophie sg hai nai.

“Nghe theo con tim chau,” Tsagaglalal nhac lai. “Gio nham mat lai va ta
sé day chau Tho thuat.”
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CHUONG BON MUOI TAM

Virginia Dare ngoi trén bac thang 16n trong san choi cia nha tu Alcatraz
va nhin ra thanh phé qua hang rao day thép gai. Josh ng6i canh c6/

“T6i khong hiéu Lotan tdi dau r6i,” cau néi.

Virginia lac dau. “Khé néi 1am, nhung tin t6i di, khi nao n6 dén noi
ching ta sé biét. T6i twong twgng rang ching ta sé nghe nhitng tiéng hét tr
cho nay.”

“Co0 nghi no6 sé t6i cho nao cua bo bién?”

“T6i khong biét. No to 16n nhung to6i khong nghi né nang né. Dong chay
kha nhanh & day. D6 l1a 1y do bién noi nay thanh nha tu. Ké ca cé ai do thoat
ra duwgc khéi xa kim ciing khong thé séng sét dudi bién.” Co chi ra cay cau
Cong Vang. “T6i twdng twong Lotan sé 1wt qua cay cau trude khi tién téi
bd bién.”

“N6 sé pha huy nhiéu tredc khi cac Elder t6i chi?” Josh hoi.

Dare nhtin vai khién téc c6 roi xuong lung. “Con xem ho chd bao 1au r6i
méi can thiép nita.” R6i c6 nhiu may. “Ngay xua, loai ngudi sé triéu hoi
cac Elder bang cach bang cach cau xin ho, nhun gid khong ai con tin vao
cac Elder nita nén khong ai sé triéu tap ho. Va tat nhién sé c6 mét chit hon
loan. Lotan sé an tat cd nhitng mon gi bay ra trén duwong di ctia né, nhung
toi cling khong chac né con 16n dugc t6i ¢d nao. N6 ciing sé uéng luéng
dién cta bat ct Elder, Thé hé ké tiép hodc bat ky nguwoi bat tir nao tdi gan.
Cau thay diéu xay ra vai Billy roi do.”
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Josh rung minh khi nhé lai va gat dau.

“Néu cau khong can thiép, cau ta sé thanh cai xac kho. Hon nita,” c6 néi
tiép. “doi song ctia Lotan ngan lam. N6 chi cé hai ba tiéng dé song sau khi
duwgc tha ra — bon tiéng néu dugc an uong day dua - sau dé no sé thu vé vo
tri’ng cua no.”

Mot mui xu ué bay qua san chaoi, at di mui khéng khi bién.

Virginia vion tay ra nam ldy tay Josh khi sinh vat ra ngoai san tap,
moéng vuot cia né cao ken két trén mat da. D6 1a mot con nhan sw. N6 la
mot con su ti¥ to 16n vGi canh dai bang va dau mot phu nit xinh dep. Con

nhan su nhin Virginia va Josh, céi lvGi den tho ra thut vao ném khong khi.

Josh cti xudng nhdt thanh kiém da dat trén bac cau thang va Virginia
cham cham va can trong dat cay sao 1én moi.

Con nhan suv quay di khong néi mot 10i.

“Bay gio,” Virginia noéi tiép nhw thé khong c6 chuyén gi xady ra. “Cau
muon hoc Khi thuat chit?”

(‘C(’) »

“T6i can phai néi vdi cau,” c6 néi. “rang t6i chwa tirng day ai. Nhung t6i
da xem nguoi khac day.”

“Thé nao?”
“Hau nhw déu thanh cong.”

Josh ngay lap tirc nhin co.
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“T6i da nhin thdy mot ngwoi bat ti¥ - hinh nhw 1a Saint-Germain — c6 day
mot ngwoi bat tir khac Hoa Phap.” Co dirng lai va lac dau.

“Chuyén gi xay ra?”
“O'thl c& coi la rai ro di.”

“Saint-Germain day Sophie hda thuat,” Josh néi. “Nhung chi dy cé boc
chay dau?”

“U thi khong.”
“Vay thi gio 6ng ay da giéi hon r6i. Vay ai day cau?”
“Prometheus.”

“An twong day,” Virginia néi. C6 xan tay o 1én véi ldy cay sdo. “Gio, toi
da biét can c6 nhitng tir nglt can thiét duwgc dung dé day hoc sinh cac Phap
Thuat Co ban, vé tinh twong sinh twong khac cta cac phép thuat — nhung
t0i sg t6i khong biét nhitng tir do, va toi cling khong tin ching. Diéu cau
can phai nh¢ la van dé khong phai ai day cdu, ma thuat manh thé nao tuy
vao y nguyén nguoi st dung va sttc manh luong dién. Nhitng cam xic —
yéu, han, sg hai — tang nang lyc phap thuat. Nhung hay can than. Nhitng
nguon cam xuc dé sé tiéu thu luong dién ctia cau. Mot khu luong dién caa
1

cau can thi vui day!” dot nhién c6 vo tay khién lii hai au bay vut 1én.. “Gig

nhin Ién bau troi di,” c6 yéu cau.

Josh ngtta ngudi ra sau, dat khuyu tay vao bac thang dang sau va nhin
1én bau troi chiéu.

“Cau thay gi?”
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“May. Chim. Vét khoi may bay.”

“Nhin may di, dam nao cting dugc...” co noi, ngon nglt rung lén qua cay
sdo trd thanh mot tiéng huyt sdo nho nhé.

Josh tdp trung vao mot dam mday. Cau nghi né giong mot khuon
mat...hodc mot con cho...cling c6 thé la mat cho...

“Phép thuat can c6 sy twdng twgng,” Virginia noi, tir ngi¥ tram bong theo
no6t nhac. Khong khi nong nan mui cay x0 thom. “Cau gap Albert Einstein
chwa...Khong, tdt nhién cau khong gip roi. Cau con qud tré. Ong ay 1a mot
nguoi dan 6ng an twong, va ching t6i da 1a ban t6t cia nhau. Ong ay biét
toi la ai; 6ng dy tirng noi véi toi rang nhitng cau truyén tbi ké vé sy bat i
cta t6i va nhitng Vwong Qudc Bong toi da cho ong dy cam hitng vé thoi
gian va thuyét twong do6i.”

“Ong 4y ludn 1a mot trong nhitng anh hiing trong 1ong t6i,” Josh noi.

“Thé cau sé biét rang 6ng dy néi twédng twong quan trong hon tri thirc.
Kién thitc chi gidi han & nhitng cai ching ta hiéu biét, trong khi sitc twdng
twgng che boc toan bo thé gidi, tao ra nhitng gi con nguwdi hiéu biét.” Co
cuoi va tiéng sdo cua co that hay. “T6i n6i sé nho ai do bién 6ng ay thanh
nguwoi bat tit nhung ong dy khong thich.” Tiéng nhac ctia Virginia tréd nén
hoang dai va tram trong, nhw thé con bao vugt qua dai dwong. “Hay nhin
nhitng ddm may va ndi cho toi cau thay gi.”

Pam may thay doi hinh dang. “mot chiéc thuyeén,” Josh hoi.

Tiéng nhac v0 ra va bong 1én.

“V6i nhitng con séng vo vao man thuyeén...”
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Va tiéng nhac dirng lai.

“Bién mat roi.” Josh chép mat ngac nhién. Cau quan sat ddm may van
xoan, khudy dao trén troi va bién mat.

“Nhung t6i khong khién né bién mat,” Virginia néi. “Chinh cau lam. Am
nhac gieo nhitng hinh dnh vao dau 6c cau va cau nhin thdy con thuyén
trong con bdo, tri twdng twgng cua cau tao ra moi thit kahcs. Khi tiéng nhac
bién mat, cau twdng twgng con thuyén chim.” C6 chi vao cdy sao. “Thay
dam may kia khong?”

Josh gat.

“Quan sat né nhé,” Virginia néi. C6 dat cay sao 1én moi thoi mot khiic
hat ru dai nhe nhang va cham cham.

“Chang c6 gi ca.”

“Chua th6i,” nguoi bat tit néi. “Nhuwng dé khong phai 16i cua t6i ma la
cta cau.” Tiéng sao vong di vong lai trong 6c cau, nhitng not nhac va dap
v0i nhitng ky @c, giup cau nhg lai nhitng bai ca cau da nghe trong qua kh,
nhitng mau déi thoai trén TV ciu di xem. Am thanh bao quanh cau nhw
mot tam chan va cau cam thdy mi mat nang nang vi buon ngu. “Lai nhin
may di.”

“Buodn ngu lam,” Josh 1am bam.

“Nhin di,” Virginia yéu cau.

Pam may van xoan lai thanh nhitng hinh anh cau nhin thiy trong dau,
khuon mat nhitng dién vién dién anh va nhitng ca si, nhitng nhan vat trong
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nhitng game cau tirng choi.

“Cau tao ra chung,”Virginia thé hat. “Gio thi tap trung vao. Hay nghi t&i
thir gi do cau ghét...”

bam may dot nhién 16n hon, den hon thanh hinh con mang xa dai dang
uén éo.

“Lai,” Virginia chi dan. “Céi gi d6 cau yéu quy.” Tiéng nhac vtit 1én.

Josh ¢6 nghi ra hinh dnh khu6én mat chi gai trong dam may nhwng vi cau
khong nhé rd nén né chi gidng maot hinh tron. Cau tap trung lai va hinh tron
chuyén thanh qua cam, r6i thanh mot qua béng vang sau do6 no trai phang ra
tr@ thanh mot trang sach vGi nhitng chit hinh que dang nhay mua...

“Rat tot,” Virginia n6i. “Gio nhin ra san di.”

Josh ngo6i thang 1én va nhin ra bitc twong phia bén kia san choi.

“San day dat,” Virginia n6i. Co6 hit mot hoi sdu va mét con gi6 thoéi qua
khodng khong gian trong, cuon 16p bui bay vao khéng khi. “Twéng tuwgng
ra ci gi dé,” co dé nghi.

“Gidng nhu?”

“M0ot con ran,” co goi y.

“T6i ghét ran.”

“vay la cau c6 thé twdng twong ra ndi ro rang. Ching ta dé twdng twong
ra cai ching ta sg hon; chinh diéu dé khién ching ta sg bong t6i.”
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Josh nhin dam bui dang quay tron trong khong khi va dot nhién né bién
doi tré thanh mot con ran van dé den. Josh da thay n6 trong Vwon Thd San
Francisco. Con ran ngay 1ap tic tan ra va bién thanh 16 g6 hinh cdy c6i va
dong vat cua vuon thu.

“Cau can phai tap trung,” Virginia ran réi noi. “Cau da tao ra con ran, roi
cau nhd ra ciu thady n6 ¢ dau; thé nén nhitng hinh anh bién déi.”

Josh gat dau. Tap trung. Cau can phai tap trung. Ngay lap tic 16 go dé
chuyén lai vé hinh dang con ran. Cau nhin thdy né cudn trong lai thanh mot
vong tron hoan hdo.

“An twong d6,” Virginia néi. “Nhung gid toi sé néi cho cau nghe bi mat
16n nhat cta Khi thuat. T6i cwge Ba phu thuy Endor khong day chi cau”.
C6 mim cudi. “Va dirng noéi vdi tién si la cau biét dé.”

“V1 sao khong?” cau hoi.

Virginia dat tay Josh 1én ngwc cau. Nhitng trang gidy nhau nhi bén duGi
16p 4o cau. “Chung ta déu c6 nhitng bi mat ma Josh.”

Josh giat minh ddt tay len ao phong. Bén dudi 16p ao, trong bao da deo
trén ¢6 cau la hai trang cudi cung ctia cuén Codex. Cau bat dau hoang loan,
phan van khong hiéu Dee c6 biét khong r6i dot nhién cau doan rang Dare
chwa néi cho han ta nghe. “Co biét bao lau r6i?” cau héi.

“MOot lic roi.”

“Va co khong noi vdi Dee?”

“T6i tin cau c6 ly do dé khong no6i cho anh dy. Va téi cling chac chan
rang cau sé noi khi can thiét.”
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Josh lai gat dau. Cau van khong chac vi sao cau khong noi cho Dee biét
cau c6 hai trang cudi. Cau chi biét cau chwa san sang. Va gio cau phan van
khong hiéu sao Virginia cling khong n6i cho Dee.

“Nham mat lai di,” Dare ra lénh.

Josh nham tit mat lai. Tiéng nhac thay doi, tré nén nhe nhang nhw tiéng
gio thoi qua cay coi vao mdt ngay mua he.

“Cau biét khong khi cé sttc manh thé nao,” Dare néi tiép. “C6 thé thoi
bay nhitng toa nha. Cau da thdy nhitng tran bao pha huy thanh pho va
nhitng con séng than xé tan nhitng thi tran. D6 chinh la sitc manh cua gié.
Cau da thay nhitng nhitng ngudi biéu dién trong khong khi tir trén troi roi
xuong va cudi trén nhitng luéng nhiét nhw nhitng nguwoi lwét séng. Cau co
thé st dung khi nén dé lam sach ban phim may tinh.”

Vi d6i mat dang nham chat, Josh gat dau.

“Chung ta dang noi la sttc ép cua khong khi.” Gigng nguoi phu nit dot
ngot tré nén xa xam nhw thé c6 buédc ra xa. “Va néu cau co thé dinh hinh va
kiém soat ap Iuc...thi cau c6 thé kiém soat moi thit. M& mat ra.”

Josh nhin Virginia nhung c6 da bién mat. Va roi cau digng 1én va nhin 1én
bau troi, mom ha ra vi choang vang. Virginia Dare dang troi 19 16 cach mat
dat khoang muoi feet. Mai téc dai ctia c6 bay phia sau nhw thé c6 quat thoi
va canh tay c6 mé rong. “Ap lyc khong khi d6 Josh. T6i da dinh hinh méot
tii khi bén duéi t6i.”

“T6i cling c6 thé lam thé ch¢? Téi c6 thé bay chi?”
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“Cau can tap luyén. Nhiéu do,” co ndi va tir tit dap xudng san. “Pau tién
la noi 1én da réi hang hay. Nhung tat nhién la cau c6 thé lam dugc. Gio, day
la diéu cudi cung toi c6 thé lam cho ciu: cau can mot co sing.”

“T6i biét n6 la gi — Flamel va Sophie c6 hinh xam trén c6 tay.” Cau gio
ban tay trai va m& long ban tay ra. Bén trong long ban tay cau la hinh da
mat troi cia ngwoi Aztec. “Prometheus cho tdi cai nay.”

“Chung ta khong can dat & mot noi thong thuwong nhw thé.” Co vo cay
sdo vao cam cau. “Cau xem phim Close Encounters to the Third Kind

chuwa?”

“Roi — Giang sinh nao chang chiéu phim do. B6 t6i c6 dia DVD phim
do.”

“T6i cling doan la cau. Cau nhé giai diéu cudi phim chit?”

“Pé lién lac vdi cac dia bay ha?” Cau mim moi huyt sao nam cung nhac
khac nhau.

“Chinh xéc,” Virginia néi, dung sao thoi lai diéu d6. Josh rung minh khi
mot con gié mang mui x6 thom tran vao co thé cau. “Pay la co sing cua

»
!

cau. Gio khi nao cau can dung Khi Thuat, chi can huyt sao thoi

Josh nhin san choi vao huyt nam n6t nhac. Mot lon s6 da xudt hién va roi
xuong bic twong da. “Qua la...tuyét!”

“Va hay nhg, néi lén r6i mai bay.”

Josh nhe rang cuwdi. Cau dang c6 tao mot tdi khi dwdi chan ngay lic nay.
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“Pay la mot 161 khuyén cho cau — thir ng6i noi trede da. Néu cau ngoi
trén mot tdm tham cdu c6 thé tao ra dém khi bén duwdi, giong nhw mot chiéc
tau chay dém khi vay.” C6 mim cudi. “Cau nghi cau chuyén tham bay dén
tir dau?”

Dot nhién tir trong nha tu vong ra tiéng cwoi the thé kinh hon khiép dam.

“Dee,” Virginia no6i. Nu cuwdi ctia c6 bién mat va tredc khi Josh kip phéan
tng c6 da chay 1én cac bac thang roi.

Josh ndam lay thanh Clarent va dudi theo c6. Thanh kiém phén chiéu anh
sang mat troi.
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CHUONG BON MUOI CHIN

Chiéc vimana Rukma bay trén vung dat dep la thuwong. Canh ritng rong
ménh mong trdi dai ngat tam mat. Nhitng con song udn lwgn dé nuwdc vao
nhitng ho nuwdc trong vat cé thé nhin thay day.

Ho bay qua mot dan voi ma mut 16n va quan sat nhitng con ho rang kiém
an minh trong bui cé cao. Nhitng con gau den va gau nau l6n ding trén hai
chén sau khi chiéc vimana bay qua dau chiing. Nhitng con than lan bay déo
dac khi dia bay xuat hién.

“Pung la vung dat ma thuat,” William Shakespeare n6i vGi Palamedes.
“T6i nghi t6i can viét lai Gidc méng dém hée thoi.”

Hiép si Sacaren gat dau roi dwa ong ban t6i mot cita s6 khac. “Con
khong c6 ca gon may den co,” 6ng 1am bam va chi 1én bau trdi bén trén ho.

“Chung ta c6 ban r6i,” Scathach thong bao va tranh xa khoi ctra s6. “Rét
rat nhiéu ban dong hanh.”

“To6i biét,” Prometheus noéi. Vi chién binh téc do to 16n chi vao m6t man
hinh xanh ngay tredc mdt 6ng. Trén d6 day nhitng cham do.

Palamedes nhin xung quanh phi thuyén. “Pay la chién thuyén. Trén nay
c6 vii khi khong?”

Vi elder to 16n cuwdi, ham rang trang twong phan véi bd rau do. “Cé nhiéu

b4 »

lam.
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“T6i sg ching ta sap nghe thdy tir ‘nhwng’ r6i day” William Shakespeare
lam bam.

“Nhung ching khéng hoat dong,” Prometheus néi tiép. “Chiéc phi
thuyén nay cii r6i. Khong ai — ké cd Abraham — biét cach sita né. ft khi
chiing bay 1dm va thudng c6 mot hai chiéc roi méi ngay.” Ong tro tay vao
dong quan o dat trén chiéc ghé bén canh 6ng. “Moi ngudi c6 thé ty trang
bi cho bén than. T6i da 1ay lai vii khi cho cac ban tit tay anpu roi.”

“Qi gio thi chau vui r6i,” Scathach néi, nhét thanh gwom vao vé bao sau
vai.

Saint-Germain va Joan ngoi canh nhau, dau dva vao nhau, nhin 1én néc
vimana. “Chuing tG¢i nhanh qua. Ching ta khong thé dém ndi c6 bao nhiéu

chiéc ntra.”

“Loi thé duy nhat chiing ta c6 1a chi s6 it trong dé c6 trang bi vii khi,”
Prometheus noi véi ho.

Palamedes nhin qua Scathahc. “Khi 6ng noi ‘it...”” c6 bat dau.
“MOGt vai cai c6 trang bi vii khi d6,” Prometheus tuyén bo.

“Ching dang t6i !” Saint-Germain hét l1én. “Hai chiéc phong héa tién
16i.”

“Ngoi xuong va deo day an toan vao,” Prometheus ra 1énh. Ca nhém luc
tuc ngdi sau 6ng. Ong néi thém, “Ching ta khong thé cit dudi ching dugc,

va chac chan nhitng chiéc nho hon sé dé lwgn lach hon.”

“P6 la tin tot day a?” Scathach héi.
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“T6i 1a phi cong t6t nhat cia Danu Talis,” Elder noi.

Scathach mim cuwdi. “Néu ai ndi thé chau sé nghi ho n6i xao. Nhung chau
tin Ong cau.”

Prometheus liéc nhin N Chién Binh. “T6i da bao co bao nhiéu lan roi —
toi khong phai ong cau co.”

“Chi la chwa phai théi,” c6 thi tham néi.

“Moi ngudi sin sang chwa?” Prometheus hoéi. Ong khong doi cau tra 15i
ma phéng thang thiéc vimana tam gidc lén bau troi, r6i Iwgn ngugce lai
khién bau troi va mat dat ddo 16n hét ca. Sau d6 ong lwgn lai va mat dat va
bau trdi vé dung vi tri.

“T6i sap non ro,” Scatty thi tham.

“Thé thi khong may chit nao,” Shakespeare néi. “Ddac biét khi t6i dang
ngoi ngay sau co.”

Joan nhoai ngudi cam lay tay c6 ban. “Chi can tap trung vao mot diéu gi
khac,” c6 néi bang tiéng Phap.

“Nhuw cai gi?” Scacthach dat tay 1én mom va nuét con buén non xuong.

Joan chi.

Scatty nhin 1én trén va dot nhién con buén nén bién mat. Ho dang nhin
thdy it nhat mot tram vimana. Hau hét nhé hon nhitng chiéc ho nhin thay

lic trede, nhung cling cé nhitng chiéc dang hinh thoi 16n hon va Scatty con
thdy hai chi€c vimana Rukma.
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Con Prometheus dang lao thang t6i cho ching.

William Shakespeare nhuc nhich khong thoai mai. “Gio, toi chua ting la
mot chién binh va t6i biét khong nhiéu la chién thuat, nhung ching ta
khong bay theo huéng khac dugc a?” Ho da téi gan tGdi mitc cé thé nhin
thay nhitng anpu trong chiéc phi thuyén gan nhat.

“Chung ta sé lam thé,” Prometheus néi. “Nhuwng t6i khi héa tién n6 da.”

“Hoa tién nao?” Shakespeare hoi.

“Hai cai sau lung ching ta ay.” Prometheus kéo can diéu khién 1én va
mot lan nita chiéc vimana bay thang 1én trdi va quay theo chiéu khac. Troi
dat dao dién. Scathach rén ram.

Va hai qua hoa tién bam dudi ho bay thang vao hai chi€c vimana gan
nhat. Ching n6 tung thanh nhitng cau Itta. Lira lan sang ba chiéc phi thuyén

khac trong khi hai chiéc nita dam vao nhau.

“Ha bdy chiéc,” Palamedes tuyén b0, 6ng ngay titc khac lai tré thanh
chién binh, bao cdo tinh hinh quan dich cho vi chi huy.

“Con chin muoi ba chiéc,” Saint-Germain néi néi va nhdy mat vdi vg.
Joan nam lay tay anh. C6 14t tay anh lén va cham vao hinh xam nhitng con

buwém nho hon c6 tay anh. Co6 nhwén mat hoi.

“To6i c6 mot ké hoach,” Saint Germain noéi v4i Prometheus. “T6i la mot
Hoa Su. Sao chung ta khong m¢& ctra va toi danh it Itra nhi?”

Promethus cudi vang. “TH® di,” 6ng n6i. “Thtr goi luéng dién cia anh
len di.”
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Saint-Germain bé ngén tay. Anh dinh dot sang ngén tri. Nhung khong c6
gi. Anh xoa nhitng con buwém trén c6 tay va thi lai. Mot cot khéi den boc
1én tir dau ngon tay.

“Khong dung luong dién trong khi tau bay dau,” Prometheus néi. “DPung
ra, Abraham tin rang ching bay dwoc la nho vao luong dién caa phi cong.”

“Vay la ching ta khong dung luong dién dugc,” Saint-Germain noi.
“chiing ta khong c6 vii khi va khong thé cat dudi ching. Thé chiing ta cé
thé lam gi?”

“Chung ta c6 thé bay giéi hon ching.”

Chiéc Rukma ha do0 cao. Palamedes va Saint-Germain ho reo con
Shakespeare va Scathach hét rt 1én. Chi duy Joan van giit dwgc binh tinh
va im ldng.

Muoi chiéc vimana tach doi va lao xuéng theo.

Prometheus gidm toc do chiéc Rukma, ha n6 xudng ngay sat 16p hoa co
bén duwgi. Mot chiéc viman téi gan va ho c6 thé nhin thady anpu bén trong
dang chuan bi ban. Ong lai phi thuyén vao mot bui cdy. Ong c6 tinh diéu
khién phi thuyén phéng vé mot cdy cdy non nhung nghiéng miii tau vao
phtt cudi dé khong lam gay cay va nghiéng phi thuyén lai dam thang vao
chiéc vimana theo dudi. Tay phi cong giat minh mat 1ai. Chiéc dia bay lac
lw va cay xuong mat dat.

“Thém chiéc nira,” Palamedes noi.

“Cu lva ngoan muc do,” Saint-Germain huong tng, “nhung toi khong
chac 6ng lam lai dwgc.”
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Chin chiéc con lai dang tdi rat nhanh.

“Nap phi thuyén mé roi,” Saint-Germain bao cdo. “Ching st dung stng
trrong hay sao ay.”

“Tonbogiri,” Prometheus ndi, lwgn chiéc dia bay sang trai roi sang phai
tranh hai lan dan. “Con duwgc goi la may chém.” Tiéng kim loai va cham
vao vo Rukma, sau d6 la mot tiéng n6 lam rach mot 16 trén than tau. Mot
qua bong méo mo lan t6i gan Scathach. “Ping cham vao,” Prometheus
canh bao khi Nit chién binh cti xu6éng. “Qua béng do la lwsi dao do. Khi c6
cam no, no sé xa thit cd ra lam doi truede khi c6 kip cam thay day.”

Vi Elder 1ai phi thuyén xuéng ho va c6 tinh cho n6 chim xuéng. Lan
nwdc lanh bang ao vao néc chiéc vinama gan nhat. Choang vang, tén phi
cong tha tay khoi can diéu khién. Chiéc phi thuyén lac lw dam vao chiéc
dang sau khién ding lic tay anpu ban tia nd sing. Qua bong tonbogiri
chém dit doi chiéc vimana va né chim mat tam xu6ng ho.

“Chi con hai muoi hai chiéc nita,” Hiép si Sacaren noi.

Prometheus lwgn mot vong hoan hado trén mat ho, lam nwéc ban tung tée.
Mot chiéc vimana bay song song véi ho va con anpu diéu chinh hwéng ban
tonbogiri. Prometheus ngat mdy va chiéc Rukma chim nhw mot tdng da. N6
roi tom xuong nuwéc khién nwéc va bot bong béng nodi 1én. Ngay lap tirc
nuwdc tran vao qua 16 hong dé lai do vién dan tonbogiri. Vi Elder rit 1én vi
tirc gian. “Toi chia bao gio lam thé nay. T6i thwdng bay trén troi chit,” 6ng
lam ram.

Tiéng kim loai dap vao néc phi thuyén khién ho nhin 1én. Ho c6 thé thay
béng chiéc vimana hinh tron trén dau. Roi thém hai chiéc nita. Béng
tonbogiri roi xuéng mat ho lam tung bot trang xo6a. Chiung ti¢ tir chim
xuong, mot sO roi xudng néc vimana, mot so roi xudng day ho.
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Dot nhién cé6 mot tiéng bép va miéng lat san bay 1én. Nudc lanh tran vao
quanh chan Joan. “Thuyén ro r6i!”

“Pi 1én!” Hiép si Sacaren hét 16n. “Chuing ta can bay lén truedc khi ching
ta nang qua.”

“Mot phtit nita,” Prometheus néi. Ong hat ham vé phia man hinh bén
dwdi. Hai dom do dang tién nhanh tdi.

“Sau chung lai téi tir dang sau chiing ta dwgc?” Saint-Germain hoi.

“Bén dudi chiing ta,” Prometheus stra lai. “Va khong phai chiing tién tGi
ma la ching ta da danh thitc thi gi dé trong long dat.”

“Ong c6 tinh,” Scathach trach ctt vi Elder. “thé nén 6ng mdi cho tau
chim.”

“Du né la gi, n6 dang t6i nhanh... rat nhanh...” Palamedes chi vao man
hinh. “Nhiéu chiéc nita dang tién tdi.”

“T6i co thé thay c6 gi do bén ngoai — ching dang di chuyén trong nwdc,”
Saint-Germain v6i va néi. “Cai gi do...” Anh ding lai, trong choc lat &
khau. “Lén... c6 rang... rat nhiéu rang...”

Prometheus gat can diéu khién va chiéc Rukma vot lén. N6 phong 1én
khoi mat nwdc v6i hai sinh vat giong ca map theo sat sau. Con dau tién dam
vao hai chiéc vimana dang lwgn vong, trong khi con con lai gdm chiéc th
ba, can d6i né ra va kéo né xudng long ho.

Thém ba con quai vat nita nhay lén khéi mat ho, nhe ham rang sac nhon.
“Ca map,” Scathach nai.
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“Con megalodon,” Prometheus noéi va cho chiéc Rukma 1én cao hon nita
va hon nita, mot dong nuwdc do ra tir 16 thing trén than tau.

“Chung dai it nhat phai ba muoi feet!” Scathach néi.

“T6i biét,” Elder dap. “Chuing chi la con con théi.”
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CHUONG NAM MUOI

“Sé c6 nhitng nguwdi ndi vdi chau,” Tsagaglalal bat dau, “rang Hoa thuat,
Thuay thuat hodc tham chi Khi thuat la ma thuat manh nhat. S& cé6 méot so
nguoi khong dong y — ho sé néi Tho thuat la manh hon cad. Ho déu nham.”

Sophie van ngoi dva luwng vao cay tao, long ban tay dat Ién 16p co.

Tsagaglalal thd dai. “That ra,” ba lao néi tiép “Ta nghi tat cd cdc ma
thuat déu twong dwong nhau va c6 mat manh mat yéu nhat dinh. Ca mot doi
nghién cttu da gidp ta tin rang ching giong nhau cd ma thoi.”

“Nhuwng cac nguyén t6,” Sophie nhan manh, “khéng khi, nwdc, Itva va dat
khac nhau ma.”

Tsagaglalal gat dau. “Nhuwng nhitng nguén lyc gidéng nhau kiém soat cac
nguyén t6 do. Nang lwgng chau dung dé dung ltra cling giong nang lwong
chau dung dé dinh hinh nwéc va tao khuén cho khong khi.” Ba vo vao mat
dat. “Ca dat cling thé. Nang lvgng d6 dén tir bén trong: n6 dén tir nguon
dién cua chau.”

Khu vuon tran ngdp mui hoa nhai. Tsagaglalal xoa tay xuéng mat dat.
Nhitng bong ctic dai mau sac twoi sang xuat hién. “Pay c6 phai tho thuat
khong?”

Sophie khong chac 1am nhwng van gat. “Co...”

Tsagaglalal mim cuwdi. “Chau chac chit? Sao lai khong phai thuy thuat?

Nhitng cay nay can nwdc dé sinh tredng. Ciing c6 thé 1a khi thuat lam chi -
ching can oxi nita, ding khong?”
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“Va Itra ntta?” Sophie héi va mim cuoi.
“Chuing can hoi am dé 16n 1én.” Tsagaglalal noi.

“Chéu thay rdi qua. Vay thi Tho Thuat 1a gi? Hay di dang néi 1a khong
c6 thir do6?”

“Khong, di dang noi la khong c6 mot loai ma thuat doc lap. bung la co
su khac biét gitra dat, khong khi, Itta va nwdc. Nhung sao chiing ta chi dirng
& bon loai d6? Vi sao khong c6 1am thuat hay ngw thuat?”

Sophie nhin di khong hiéu.

“Pé di n6i cho chau bi mat chéng di da néi cho di nghe.” Ba lao lién tGi
gan hon, mui hoa nhai bao 1ay Sophie. D6 la van dé tir ngit théi. D6 chi la
nhitng t* ngl* ngu ngdc. Tat cd chi do luong dién cta chau...hodc ngudi
Trung quéc cé mot ti hay hon: qi: nang lwgng séng. Mot loai nang lwong.
Nang lwgng do dang chdy trong chau. N6 c6 thé dinh hinh, tao khuon hay
vé ra duong hudng.” Ba nhé mot cong cé 1én va héi. “Chau thay gi?”

“Cong co.”

“Gl nira?”

“NoO...mau xanh?” Sophie ngap nguwng dap.

“Nhin lai di. Nhin sau hon di. Sau hon,” Tsagaglalal yéu cau.

Sophie nhin nhitng 14 cé, nhitng duwong gan chay bén dudi, nhin phan

dau 14 ta vang...
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“Stt dung luong dién ctia chau, Sophie. Nhin 14 ¢6 di.”

Sophie dé cho luéng dién bao quanh ngén tré nhw mot ngén gang tay
bac.

“Nhin vao trong no,” Tsagaglalal giuc. “Nhin di.”
Sophie cham vao nhéanh cé va c6 1ap titc thdy...

....cdu trtc cdy co, I6n Ién, bao ldy cd khu vuwon...nhitng dudng nét ngoai
dé 10 ra nhitng duong gan chi bén dudi...va réi chung phan hiiy thanh
nhitng moé té bao, phdn tit, va nguyén ti....

Dot nhién c6 cdm thdy minh roi xuéng nhuwng la tr trén roi xuong hay
chui xuéng duwéi? Co dang bay hay dang roi xuéng sau hon...

...vao nhitng hat protons to cd...va neutron va electron nhu’ nhitrng vé tinh
xoay quanh...va nho hon nita la nhitng hat vi luvgng va hat lepton nhv
nhitng ngobi sao chéi bay xet qua...

“Di khong thé day chau tho thuat,” Tsagaglalal noéi. Giong ba nghe xa
xam nhwng dot nhién Sophie quay tré lai véi am thanh do, nhin thdy moi
thi theo huwéng nguwge lai tr nho li ti thanh rat nhé, tir rat nhé thanh
nho...t6i khi co lai nhin thdy nhanh co6. Trong mét thoang n6 dwong nhu to
bang ca mdt toa nha. Téi khi Tsagaglalal dé n6 lui xa khuon mat c6, c6 méi
thdy no vé kich c& binh thuong.

“Chau da nhin thdy nhitng thit tao nén ching ta, mot va tat ca. Ké ca ta,

con nguwoi dwge tao nén tir bun dat va luéng dién cua Prometheus ciing c6
cung cau trac nhw thé.”
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Pau Sophie quay mong mong khién co phéi dat hai tay 1én thai duong.
Khi ¢6 nghi c6 vira nhin thdy moi thit, c6 da gadp mot cai méi, c6 thay kho
c6 thé tiép can qua nhiéu.

“Néu chau muon st dung thay thuat, chdu cé thé dinh hinh cac nguyén
tt hidro va oxi nhd vao tri twdng twgng va ap dat wéc mudn cua chau vao
d6.” Tsagaglalal nhoai nguwdi nam 1ay tay Sophie. “Ma thuat khong la gi
ngoai tri twdng twgng. Hay nhin xuéng,” ba ra 1énh.

Sophie nhin xuéng mat dat.

“Hay nghi t¢i mat dat trdi hoa xanh,”

Sophie dinh lac dau nhung Tsagaglalal nam chat dén noi lam dau tay co.
“Lam di.”

Co0 gai c6 gang tao nén hinh anh nhitng bong hoa xanh trong dau.
Hai bong hoa chudng xanh nhé xiu xuat hién.

“Tuyét voi,” Tsagaglalal noi. “Gid chau lam lai di. Nhin rd vao. Dinh
hinh n6é. Twéng twgng no ton tai.”

Sophie tdp trung. Co biét hoa chudéng thé nao. C6 nhin thdy n6 rd bang
con mat cua tri éc.

“Gi0 twdng twgng cé chuyén thanh hoa chuéng. Chuyén bién né trong
dau chau...bat n6 thay doi...tin n6 sé bién doéi. Chau phai tin, Sophie

Newman a. Chau can phai tin twéng, dé song sét.”

Sophie gat dau. Co chac chan ran cé gio da phu hoa chuong.
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Va khi ¢c6 mé mat, n6 da la nhu thé.

Tsagaglalal vui swéng vo tay. “Thdy chwa. Tat ca nhitng gi chau can lam
la tin twong.”

“P6 chinh la thé thuat ha di?” Sophie hoi.

“Po la bi mat cda tat ca cac phép thuat. Néu chau cé thé twdng twong,
néu chau cé thé nhin thay no, va néu luéng dién cta chdau, gi cta chau du
manh mé, chau sé lam duoc.”

Tsagaglal dinh ding lén. Sophie dé dang d& ba ditng day. “Gid sao chau
khong chay 1én nha thay do6 di. Bo chiéc quan bo véi giay di bo kia di va
mac céi gi d6 am vao.”

“Chau sé di dau a?”

“T@i gap em chau,” Tsagaglalal noi.

Lic dé c6 khong con nghe duwgc gi hay hon thé. Co hon phdt 1én ma di
truedc di phong ra khoi vueon.

“Nhung di khong nghi dé la cudc trung phung hanh phic dau,”
Tsagaglalal thi tham.
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CHUONG NAM MUOI MOT

Prometheus chi vé phia ngon thap pha 1é trudc mat. “Chung ta sé tdi do.”

Palamedes quay ngudi nhin chiéc vimana dang bam dudi ho. Thuyén
dich da can trong hon sau khi chiing mat ba chiéc vi nhitng con megalodon.
Ching di cham lai, r6 rang 1a muén theo du6i chiéc Rukma tGi dich dén.

“Thap dang bi tan cong,” Scathach noéi, c6 nhoai ngwoi ra khoi cho ngoi
dé nhin cho r6 hon.

Mot chiéc vimana Rukma 16n hon dang gam ra bén trén ngon thap.
Nhitng sgi day dai duge dong xuéng mét mai nha gan ndc toa thap, noi mot
chién binh mac gidp cam kiém va riu ditng canh trudc ctra chéng lai nhitng
con anpu dang ra 1én, chong cha vdi 6ng ta bang nhitng cay gido rang cwa
va nhitng cay kiém cong nguy hiém chét ngwdi. ft nhat mudi anpu ndm
ngon ngang quanh ong ta. Chi bang mdt nhat kiém, ong da day lui mot con
nita roi khoi néc nha xuéng bién. Trong khi vii khi ctia 6ng den di vi mau
anpu, chiéc giap xam cua 6ng bi v& mé nhiéu cho va do 1én vi mau dé. Mot
con anpu xuét hién & cita chiéc Rukma ban tonbogiri vao chién binh. Ong
lui lai khién qua bong kim loai xet ra nhitng tia Itta xanh khi cham vao bitc
twong pha 1é. Mat dat xung quanh nguwdi chién binh rai rac nhitng vét trang.

“P6 mai la chién binh chit,” Palamedes nguwdng mo thot 1én.

“Khong ai gidi hon,” Prometheus hudng ng. “Co 1én 6ng ban gia,” ong
noi nho, “chung toi tdi day.”

Mot con anpu to 16n véi mot thanh kiém cong khong 16 chém xa vao
ngwoi chién binh mdc gidp xam, dap vao dau ong, lam bay mii gidp 6ng
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xoay tron trong khong trung.

Mat mot lac nhitng ngwoi bat tir trong chiéc Rukma méi nhan ra 6ng. Ho
chi biét 6ng nhw mot 1ao gia rach ruwéi, dién loan. Nhung lic nay ong & day
cung hao quang cua doi ong — do la Nha vua Gilgamesh, dang cuoi vang,
rang nhe ra va dam mau khi chién dau lai nhitng ké thu xau xi. Nhiéu con
anpu hon nhdy xuong tir chiéc Rukma.

Scathach day ghé ditng day. “Cho ching t6i xuéng dé!”
“T6i dang co hét sttc day,” Prometheus lam bam.
Pirng sau 6ng chiéc vimana da tdi rat gan.

“Ong ha thap xudng va chau s& nhay xuéng,” Béng T6i noéi. Co 16i hai
thanh doan kiém sau lung ra.

“Khong,” Hiép si Sacaren néi. Ong chi vao chiéc Rukma dang gam ru
kia. “Nhdy 1én n6c n6. Chiing ta sé di xuéng bang day.”

Shakespeare khong ngan ndi do dw ma néi. “To6i khéng phai chién binh,”
ong noi véi Prometheus. “Nhwng ong la chién binh. Hay chi cho t6i biét toi
phai lam gi, va t6i sé c6 gang diéu khién chiéc tau nay.”

Prometheus dwa chiéc Rukma lén trén chiéc vimana dang gao thét trén
dinh thap. Trudc khi ong dwa no vao vi tri chinh xac, Scathach da mé cwa
nhay xuéng chiéc phi thuyén kia. C6 ha canh nang né va lan tron trén chan.
Con anpu ban tia ngirng dau 1én, khong biét tiéng dong gi vira dén. Ngay
lic d6é Scathach da cat c6 ndé ném xac ra ngoai phi thuyén. N6 roi tom
xuong bién.

“Minh doan khéng phai con nao ciing cam ca,” c6 lam bam.
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C06 nam lay mot sgi day thitng dang dung dwa, cudn tay va chan vao né
va trugt xudng néc nha, ha canh vao gitta nhitng con anpu dang hoang loan.

“Ta la Scathach!” c6 hét 16n. Luwoi gwom cta c6 vung lén chdp nhoang
ha guc con anpu dang truéc. “Ta dugc goi vGi tén Nguoi Giét Quy va
Nguwoi Tao 1ap vua.” Ba con anpu dong thai tdn cong. C6 lui lai, chém mot
con, day tén con lai vao lwdi dao tén thit ba, khién né bay ra ria néc nha.
N6 loang choang ding day, mat da va roi xudng bién. “’Ta la Nt Chién
Binh va la Bong T6i.” Co ca tay va chan dé chién dau, lvdi ki€ém ma& rong
hon tam vé&i cua tay ¢6. “Hom nay, ta sé thém cai tén Ké Diét Anpu vao
danh sach.”

Nhitng con anpu sg hai 1ui lai, dé lai Scathach ditng canh Gilgamesh.
“Rat vui dwoc gap lai ong, ong ban cii a. Trong 6ng tuyét lam.”

Nguwaoi chién binh ngo ngac nhin c6. “Toi biét c6 khong?”

Mot dot anpu khéc tan cong, tiéng thét cua ching that kinh khing.

“Khéng cho chiing vao trong.” Gilgamesh néi. Ong gim git trong hong
khi lwdi kiém cong kopesh chém vao giap nguc cua 6ng. “Abraham dang

hoan thanh Cudon Sach.”

Luwdi kiém cta Scathach sé mot thanh kopesh khac ra lam d6i va chém
dit dau con anpu cam kiém. Con anpu thét 1én va nga vat xuong.

“C0 t6i day mot minh a?” Gilgamesh hoi.
Pring lic d6 bon ngudi khac tr trén day nhdy xuéng tham chién.

N{it chién binh cuwdi. “T6i cé mang theo vai nguwdi ban.”
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Prometheus bat 1ay hai con anpu bang hai tay va ném ching xu6ng noc
nha trong khi lwGi kiém nhanh nhw chdp ctia Joan danh bay mot con khac
ra ria. Saint-Germain dung hai con dao gam dai, cung toc do va sy nhanh
nhen khién khong ai c6 thé chong trd noi don tan cong cta anh. Prometheus
stt dung nam dam nhw bua ta mé& dwong t6i cho Gilgamesh.

“Ban t0i,” Prometheus hoi. “anh c0 bi thwong khong?”

“Nhu gai ngita 4y ma.”

Scathach ném bay mot con nita ra ria. “Chung ta hay di ra khoi day va —
co bat dau, nhung Prometheus nam ldy c6 va ném c6 xudng san — ba qua

tonbogori bay suwgt qua dau c6. “ — vao trong,” 6 noi not.

Khi nhitng qua tonbogiri kéu vao chém loan xa vao xung quanh ho, ho
luc tuc rat vao trong thap.

Mot nguwoi phu nit tré dep trong bo giap gom trang cam hai thanh kiém
kopesh doi mat v&i ho. Ba dang trong tw thé tham chién khi nhin thiy
nhitng nguoi la budc vao ctra. Ba chi tha long khi Prometheus va
Gilgamesh lui vao.

“Pé t6i gidi thiéu moi nguwdi voi chi gai t6i, Tsagaglalal,” Gilgamesh tw
hao néi. “Néu anpu nao vugt qua toi, chi dy sé la hang phong thu cudi cing

cho Abraham.”

“T6i biét ong sé téi, Prometheus,” nguwdi phu nit tré véi doi mat xam to
tron no6i. Ba dat tay 1én mé ong. “T6i mirng la 6ng an toan,” ba thi tham.

“Xin 18i vi tdi t6i tré,” Ong chi vao cira trong. “Ong 4y sdp xong chuwa?”
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“Ong ay dang viét n6t may dong cudi,” Tsagaglalal noi.

Scathach liéu linh nhin trom ra ngoai. “Shakespeare dang la muc tiéu dé
dang do.”

Trong khi ho dang ban chién diu véi li anpu, chiéc vimanan theo dudi
da tién lai gan. Chiéc Rukma, duwéi sy diéu khién cia Shakespeare dang bi
ban lién tuc. Ho c6 thé thdy nhitng 16 dan trén vo tau. Trong lic ho dang
quan sat, mot tiéng no 1én vang lén va khdi den bat dau boc 1én tir canh trai
phi thuyén, lam phi thuyén nghiéng méot goc 16n.

Palamedes dinh lao ra ngoai. “Chung ta phdi ...” 6ng bat dau, nhung
Prometheus va Saint-Germain 16i o6ng lai khi nhitng qua tonbogiri gam vao
khung ctra noi ong vira di'ng mot luc tredc, xé toang no ra thanh tttng manh
vun.

Dot nhién Shakespeare xuat hién & néc phi thuyén. Vi nhitng qua béng
tonbogiri da cat phi thuyén ra nhiéu manh nén 6ng phai nhdy sang bén canh
trdi dang bi chao di. Sau d6 o6ng dang tay va nhdy thang xudng chiéc
Rukma bén duéi. Ong chui vao néc chiéc vimana do va lai xuat hién sau do
it phut, tay dang gitr 1ay tén anpu ban tia.

“Ong ay chua bao gid dung sting,” Palamedes néi. “Ong 4y ghét vii khi.”

Khi Palamedes no6i, cd nhom nhin thdy Shakespeare dat khau tonbogiri
lén vai ban ba phat.

Hai chiéc vinama bi ban xoay tron do mat kiém soat va dam vao hai
chiéc khac. Bon chiéc phi thuyén dang birng birng chdy lao thang xu6ng

nuadc.

“Nhung t6i ludn phai ngac nhién vi 6ng dy,” Palamedes n6i thém
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Shakespeare ban lan nita roi lan nita ha guc thém hai chiéc vimana khac.
Mot chiéc dam vao mdt bén toa thap pha lén khién ca toa nha rung 1én nhw
chuong.

Nhung cang ldc cang nhiéu vimana xuat hién, v6i nhitng chiéc chién
thuyén Rukma I6n hon dan dau.

“Ching dugc trang bi vii khi,” Prometheus néi. “Ching sé ban bay ong
ay va sau do6 quay sang ngam ban chuing ta.”

“Chung ta c6 thé chay téi nam lay day du — leo vao trong chiéc vimana
kia va bo di..” Scathach ndi.

“Ching sé ban ching ta khi dang leo 1én. Ngoai ra,” 6ng n6i thém.
“Abraham khong leo day dugc.”

Saint- Germain liéu linh nhin ra ngoai. Shakespeare da giét chét tén ban
tia. “T0i nghi ching ta c6 thém rac r6i roi.”

Ho ditng ngoai ctta va nhin 1én bau trdi toi den. Mot chiéc vimana khac
vlra t6i, mot chiéc bang pha 16 méng manh nhung sang lang va méi tinh.
Anh trdi chidu pha 1én bé mit né 16p son vang dm 4p, khién mit con lai
hau nhuw trong suo6t.

“Ké mdi dén la ai nhi? Tong chi huy a?” Scathach héi.
Prometheus nhiu may. “T6i chua tirng thay thit gi thé nay — chi cé thanh
vién Hoang Gia — c6 thé la Aten hoac Isis — m@i c6 thé c6 thit nay. Aten sé

khong lam thé - dng ay sé khong chong doi véi Abraham. Nhung anpu la
tay sai cia Anubis, va con vat dau ch6 dé rat ngoan ngoan nghe 10i me 6ng
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ta. Ong ta s& lam diéu gi me hin bao. DU ngudi nay 1a ai” — dng lic dau —
“cting khong mang lai tin tic t6t dep gi.”

Hang loat nhitng d6m nhé nhap nhay trén khung chiéc phi thuyén pha 1é,
va hang ta nhitng vimana, bao gom ca mot chiéc Rukma, no tung.

“Cling c6 thé t6i néi sai.” Prometheus thtra nhan.

Chiéc vimana pha 1é Iwgn qua va chi trong gidy phiat do, ho nhan ra ai
dang diéu khién phi thuyén. Marethyu dang vay cai méc cau nhu thé chao
mung tredc khi dam thang vao trung tdam ham doi vimana. Gan nhw ngay
1ap titc mwdi hai chiéc vimana phat n6é con ham doi tré nén réi loan. Nhitng
chiéc vimana dam ca vao nhau trong khi tim duong thdo chay. Cé nhitng
chiéc dinh dung hoéa lwc chéng tra chiéc vimana pha 1€, nhung né qua
nhanh khién ching chi ban vao quan minh.

Marethyu lwgn hai vong nita, nham vao chiéc vimana Rukma va chiéc
phi thuyén hinh thoi. Ching tré thanh hai khdi cau lira lao xudng bién.

Khi ham d6i vimana tan tan quan chi con lai mot ntta. Nhitng chiéc 16n
khong con. Trén toa thap pha 1é va vach da ngon ngang vé kim loai va mau
vun den sl.

Marethyu ha canh xudng néc nha. Ong ngdi bén trong, khong nhiic
nhich.

Scathach la nguwdi dau tién budc ra. Cé6 buwdc qua nhitng manh kim loai
va gom ttr chiéc Rukma bi ban ha. Khi c6 tGi chiéc dia bay pha 1én, c6 nhin
vao trong, roi gat dau quay di. Co da ting thay Marethyu ngéi do, tay phai
che mat, vai run lén, va c6 biét ong dang khoc cho nhitng mat mat 6ng gay
ra. Co biét diéu do la can thiét, va c6 cling khong biét 6ng da citu mang ho.
Nhung trong gidy phit dé, khi nhin thay éng khéc cho nhitng gi 6ng gay ra,
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c6 con tin 6ng hon ca trwde kia. Co biét du 6ng la cai gi — la ai — 6ng cling
khong mat di nhan tinh.
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CHUONG NAM MUOI HAI

Chim Ung Pen cho thuyeén t6i gan bén tau va ném day budc neo rat diéu
nghé. Ong hat ham vé phia chiéc thuyén mdy dét tién Dee va Josh dung dé
t6i dao. N6 bi tudt ddy chdo va c6 nguy co trdi ra bién. “Unm, it nhat ching
ta biét ho con & day.”

Mars nhdy khéi thuyén va gio tay ra cho Hel. C6 chan chtr nhw thé ngac
nhién ro6i nam lay tay 6ng. “Cam on,” c6 ri ram noi.

Odin budc 1én bén thuyén va nhin lai ngwdi bat tr. “Anh c6 di vdi chiing
toi khong?”

Chim Ung Pen cudi 16n. “Ong dién &, 6ng nghi toi 1a ai? Mot ngudi bat
ttr va ba Elder di vao sao huyét cta 1 quai vat. To6i thira biét ai sé khong

quay ve.”

Mars van ¢6 cho d& méi. “Co 1€ anh ta ding — anh ta chi lam vwéng chan
chung ta thoi.”

“T6i sé ¢ day,” Chim Ung Pen noi. “dé néu cac ong la hét tir dang kia,
t0i c6 thé tiép ting chd cac ong trén thoat.”

bén Hel ciling cuoi 16n. “Ching t6i khong vira hét vira chay t6i cho anh

»

dau.

“Tuy ba thoi. Nhung t6i sé ¢ day. C6 thé la trong mot Iic.” Anh noéi va
nhe rang cuoi.

“T6i c nghl cdu mudn ciu anh ban Billy,” Mars néi.
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Chim Ung Pen lai cwoi. “Tin t6i di, Billy khong bao gid can ngudi khac
cttu. Thwong thi ngwoi khac sé can cau ay ciru.”
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CHUONG NAM MUOI BA

Ts. John Dee ditng & giita nha giam va gam 1én vi gian di. Bang sau han,
con nhan s ta toi va ban thiu nhin han chan ghét.

Virginia Dare va Josh chay vao toa nha. Dee quay lai chao don ho,
guong mat nhan lai vi gian dit. “Vo6 dung!” han hét 1én. “V6 dung, vo dung,
vo dung!” Han xé tan gidy va quang lén troi. N6 roi xuéng nhu hoa gidy.

“Cai gi v6 dung?” Virginia noéi, cd git giong binh tinh, mat nhin thang
vao con nhan su. Sinh vat thé luwdi ra vGi Dare, c6 dang nam cdy sao trong
tay. LuGi n6 thut vao.

Josh cam lay hai manh gidy va ghép lai. “Hinh nhuv chiing c6 xuat xi twr
cac ham mo6 Ai Cap.” Cau lat to gidy lai. “Tréng né quen lam. T6i nghi bo
toi c6 nhitng tam hinh nhitng th giong thé nay trén twong phong nghién

s

cuu.”

“Cai nay la trong lang mo cua vua Unas da tri vi Ai cap hon bon ngan
nam tredc,” Machiavelli néi vong ra trong xa lim ngay sau lung Dee.
“Chung ting duwgc goi Van Ban Kim Ty Thap, nhung gio ching ta goi

chiing 1a...”

“T& Thuw,” Josh néi nét. “Bo t6i c6 nhitng birc hinh. Pay la cach ong sé
danh thtrc nhitng con quai vat kia a?”

Machiavelli dang t6m 14y thanh xa lim. Ong cudi nhung khong néi gi.
Virginia ditng tredc Dee va nhin thang vao mat han, hong mong han binh

tinh. “Vay la anh dinh dung nhitng t0 gidy nay dé danh thirc 14 quai vat.
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Noi cho em xem chuyén gi.”

Dee m@ bung xa lim gan nhat. N6 rong khong. Virginia tién téi gan hon
va thdy mot déng bui trang trong goc.

“Anh con khong biét trong dé la gi — c6 thé 1a mdt con quai vat cé canh
nao dé. Anh nghi la doi quy khong 16. Anh niém than chd, nhitng con quai
vat m@& mat va ngay 1ap tic tan thanh bui.”

“Co6 thé anh niém sai?” Virginia goi y. Co6 16i mau gidy trong tay Josh ra.
“Y em 13, trong c6 vé khé.”

“Anh doc troi chay,” Dee quat.

“Pung do,” Machivelli n6i. “T6i sé no6i thé nay vé ong ta nhé. Ngit diéu
tot du khong dwgc bang t6i.”

Dee quay lai xa lim giam Machiavelli. “N6i cho toi xem t0i sai ¢ dau.”
Machiavelli c6 vé dang can nhac r6i lac dau. “T6i khong nghi 6ng sai.”

Dee chi tay vé con nhan sw. “Ngay lic nay né dang hap thu nguon dién
cta 6ng, dé chac chan 6ng khong dung than chi nao chéng lai t6i. Nhung
n6 ciing vui long duwgc thit 6ng day. Ong tin khong?” hin néi va nhin vao
khuon mat phu nit cua sinh vat.

“QOi, t6i thich g nguwdi Y 14m,” né khan khan néi. N6 buéc xa di va cho
dau vao trong xa lim do6i dién. “Cho toi tén nay,” n6 noi, hat ham vé phia
Billy the Kid. “Han sé la bita an nhe ngon lanh.” Cai luGi den si ctia n6 tho
ra ngoai khong khi treéc mat ké ngoai vong phap luat. Anh ta tém lay luwdi
no, 16i ra va dé n6 ban lai nhw mot sgi day thun. N6 hét 1én, ho hang va kéu
oai oai cung mot luc.
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Billy cudi. “Mu ma dam lam thé t6i bop ¢6 mu cho mu chét chung.”

“Cau khong c6 vii khi trong tay thi khé ma ha t6i 1am,” con nhan suw ha
giong noi, ludi lai tho ra thut vao.

“T6i khong néi cho 6ng biét dau.”

Dee nhin Machiavelli. “Néi di,” han nhac lai. “hoac khong t6i sé cho anh
ban My ctia 6ng lam moi cho quai vat do,”

“Pirng noéi,” Billy hét.
“Lan nay t6i dong y vai Billy. T6i khong néi gi dau.”
Phap su nhin hai bén xa lim. R6i hin nhin Machiavelli. “Ong lam sao
thé? Ong 1a mot trong nhitng dic vu t6t nhat cia cac Elder Béng T6i co ma.

Pa tirng c6 lic 6ng khién t6i cdm thdy t6i nhw mot tay mo.”

“John a, ong ludn la tay mo thoi.” Machiavelli mim cuoi. “Vi sao a, ong
hdy nhin dong hon don cta 6ng di.”

“Hon don a? Cai nao co? Toi khong trong dong hon loan.” D6i mat Dee
b4t dau nhdy mua dién loan va hin cudi gin 1én. “Ong khong biét toi co ké

hoach gi dau. T6i khong hé khoa truwong, t6i sé lam ba chu.”

“Sy ngu ngoc cua ong sé lam ong that bai thdéi John,” Machiavelli néi.
Ong quay lung véi ctra xa lim va ndm xuéng chiéc givong hep.

“Toi sé giét chét tén gidc cé kia,” Dee dot ngdt noi. “Toi sé cho han lam
mon an cho con nhan sw.”
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Machiavelli van nam trén giwvong va nhin 1én tran nha.

“Ong muén t6i 1am thé khong?” Dee hét vao mit Machiavelli. “Ong
muon t6i giét Billy the Kid khong?” Han ép nguwoi vao xa lim va nhin
Machiavelli. “Sao nao! Co hoi cudi dé citu anh ban méi d6?”

“T6i c6 thé ciu Billy va dé hang ngan nguwoi chét, hoac toi c6 thé dé
Billy chét va hang ngan ngudi séng,” ngwdi Y binh than tra 16i. “Anh nghi
toi nén lam sao ha Billy?” 6ng no6i vGi sang.

Billy buéc t6i trede thanh xa lim. “Khi toi di hoc — toi cling di hoc mot
thoi gian — ngwoi ta day t6i mot cau khién td6i nhd mai. ‘tha mot nguoi chét

cho nhan dan con hon dé toan dat nuwéc bi diét vong.””

Niccolo Machiavelli gat dau. “T6i thich cau do6. Pung, t6i rat thich cau
d6.” Roi 6ng quay sang nhin Dee. “Ong c6 cau tra 10i roi d6.”

Dee quay lai nhin con nhan sw. “Cua ba do.”

Chiéc luwdi den dai cua sinh vat tho ra ngoai quan quanh cé Billy, kéo anh
ta sat vao thanh xa lim. “Bia tra,” con nhan su nghién rang néi.

Mot n6t nhac vang lén trong nha giam va con nhan sw nga guc xuong
san. “Khong,” Virginia thot 1én.

Billy bat lai vao xa lim, cd hai tay nam lay c6. Gio trén c6 anh c6 mot
vong tron do xung quanh. Anh thé hon hén.

Dee khéng néi noi vi titc gian. Mom han ma ra va déng lai nhung chi c6
tiéng rit phat ra.
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“John, hay nghi phdi quay di,” Virginia néi. “Em biét Billy lau r6i va
ching em da c6 nhitng chuyén phiéu lwu ky tha v6i nhau. Cau ay gan giii
v6i em nhw mot ngwoi ban. Khi anh ta chét, chi 1a van dé thoi gian thoi, vi
anh ta ng6c lam,” c6 noi thém va liéc nhin ngudi My bat . “day la van dé
dao ditc. Em khong muon cau ta lam moi cho thi do.”

“Cam on,” Billy khung khuc noi.

“Khong c6 gi. Va cau ng toi do.”

“To6i sé nha.”

Virginia quay sang nhin Dee. “T0i sé thoa thuan vdi anh.”

“V1i céi gi?” han hai.

“Vi mang song cua Billy,” ¢6 déu déu noi.

“Em quén em dang thoa thuan vdi ai khong?” Dee gam ghe.

“Anh c6 quén khong?” co nho nhe hoi.

Ts.Dee hit mot hoi vi rung minh. Han ltui mot buéc, dam vao con nhan sw
dang ng6i mot cach khoé khan trén san nha. Mui xa bao 1ay han. “Mot théa
thuan a...” han ho.

“Mot théa thuan.”

“Em cho anh cai gi?”

Virginia xoay cdy sao trén tay, su chuyén dong do6 tao nén nhitng am
thanh ndi 1én trong khong khi.
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DGt nhién no lan vao tat ca cac xa lim.

Dee ditng nguyén tai cho. Han lao lién nhin khap cac xa lim. Tét ca cac
sinh vat déu tinh gidc. “Em cé thé lam thé a? Em c6 thé danh thitc chiing
lr?”

“Tat nhién. Thwong thi em sé cho chiing ngi. Nhung véi cung mot bai
hat, dao nguoc lai, em sé danh thitc dwge chung. RO rang khong co gi hon

duoc cau than chu Somnus.”

Josh di xa Virginia va liéc nhin xa lim gan nhat. Mot thit gi dé c6 16ng
mao, 16ng vii va vdy ngitng dau 1én. Cau nhin thdy n6 rung minh.

“Virginia,” Billy v0i vang néi. “PBung lam thé.”

“Im di, Billy.”

“hay nghi t6i nhitng nguoi ¢ San Francisco.”

“T6i khong biét ai @ San Francisco,” Virginia tra 10i. “& thi thyc ra la cé,
nhung t6i khong thich ho. Nhung t6i thich cdu, Billy a va t6i khong mudn
cau lam bita tria cho mot thit quai vat su ti rach nat.”

“Mot con nhan sw,” Machiavelli stra lai. Ong lai dang ditng trudc xa lim.
“C6 Dare,” ngudi Y can trong néi. “T6i tan thanh cai ¢6 muén lam cho ban

c6. Nhung t6i mong c6 nghi tdi nhitng diéu 16n hon.”

“O nhung 6ng sai r6i, ngudi Y a.” Dee dap tra. “Virginia dang nghi t&i
diéu 16n hon. bung khong em yéu?”
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Virginia mim cwoi. “Tién si hita cho t6i ca thé giéi.” Co6 binh tinh noi.
“Pung hon 1a 6ng dy hita cho t6i moi thé gidi.”

Varo6i co dat cay sdo 1én moi va mui cay x6 thom cung am thanh ém diu,
tinh té€ vang doi trong bon bitc twong.

Josh thay Clarent rung 1én theo diéu nhac. Va sau d6 thanh Durendal &
sau luvng cau cling dap nhw mot con tim.

Josh cdm thay do6i v6 cung, kem theo d6 la mot con gian dit tdt cung
birng chay trong cau. N6 chay trong khap nguwdi cau t6i khi man swong mu
dé bao lay mat cau. Cau dang nhin thé gidi qua mot man hinh dé tham.
Luong dién cta cau lée 1én, mau vang pha lan mau mau. Nhirng tia ltra dap
vao cac thanh xa lim, n6 lach tach cung nhip diéu véi tiéng nhac.

Va r6i tat ca cac sinh vat bing tinh.
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CHUONG NAM MUOI TU

Lan gi6 lanh céng thoi qua toa thap pha 1é mang theo mui 6 ué ti tran
chién va mui kim loai, nhung nhitng nguwoi chién binh vira kinh qua tran
chién khong hé sg hay run lanh khi ditng trén n6c nha day nhitng vét mau.

Nha thong thai Abraham gid da bién thanh vang qua nita. Ong ding &
clra ra vao, trén tay phdi cam cudn sach 6m tredc ngwe. Niva than trai cua
ong da hoa thanh vang. Tsagaglalal dirng canh ong, giup d& ong. Khi ong
cwoi, chi cé ntra s6 co mat di chuyén, va mét vang 1édng chdy ra tir con mat
xam con lai cua ong.

“Nhitng nguwdi ban cta ta,” 6ng noi trong dau dén. “T6i cam thdy t6i c6
thé goi cac ban nhu thé. Du day la lan dau tién t6i nhin thady cac ban bang
da bang thit, nhung thuc ra t6i da thay cac ban trong rat nhiéu thé ky. T6i
da theo doi cac ban trong hién tai va ca twong lai. To6i biét chinh tro dua cua
dinh ménh va hoan canh dac biét nay da dwa cac ban t&i day. Va dung ra toi
1a ngwdi chiu trach nhiém cho viéc d6.” Ong hit mot hoi thd khé khin va
nguc 6ng di chuyén cham cham.

“Prometheus — 6ng ban lau nam nhat cda t6i: 6ng da mang t6i cho t6i
qua nhiéu moén qua quy gia, ong mang t6i cho t6i ngwdi vo than yéu cua toi,
Tsagaglalal, va ngudi em trai gidi giang cua ba dy, Gilgamesh. T6i coi ca ba
nguwoi nhw anh em caa t6i, 1a gia dinh t6i chwa tirng c6. Ca hai biét minh
can lam gi.”

Hai nguwoi dan ong cii dau, xau ho vi nhitng giot nwéc mat dang lan trén
ma.
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Mot ntta khuon mat Abraham nd moét nu cuwoi. “Bay gio va mai mai toi
ludn biét on .” Du c6 06ng citng do nhung doi mat ong chuyén dong. “Joan
of Arc...lich str c0 tao ra that tuyét. Va ca cudc doi co cling vay.”

Nguoi Phu nit Phap cii dau, mat van nhin vao khuén mat Abraham.

“C0 sap phai chién dau vi tat ca nhitng ngwoi co yéu thwong, va c6 phai
lia chon sé khién hai ngwdi phai xa nhau. Nhuwng hay nghe theo trai tim cia
minh. Hidy manh mé nhw ¢6 van vay.”

Joan nam lay tay chong va bép nhe.

“Con anh la gi ha Saint-Germain? Lan dau tién khi t6i thady cudc doi anh
giao v&i Joan, t6i nghi do chi 1a mot sai 1am. T6i da danh ca thanh dé kiém
tra di kiém tra lai nhitng di liéu cua t6i, tim xem c6 16i gi khong. Nhung
khong c6. Tan trong tim minh, anh la mot con nguwoi don gian, Saint-
Germain a. Anh biét anh la mot thang déu. Nhung t6i biét chac chan — anh
ludn lu6n yéu Joan bang ca trai tim.”

Saint-Germain gat dau va Joan liéc nhin anh la bop tay anh thém lan nita.
“Anh biét téi Iic dé anh phai lam gi. Pirng do duw.”

“Hiep si Sacaren Palamedes va William Shakespeare, lai mot cdp khong
binh thwong niva. Toi cling da nghi nghién ctu cua toi c6 sai sot. Nhung khi
toi kiém tra va phat hién ra rang hai anh c6 chung mot thit - gia dinh — va
toi biét minh khong sai. Pai thi hao a, ching t6i sé can tdi kha nang cta
anh: sitc twdng twgng cua anh. Va Palamedes, 6ng dy sé can anh bao vé.
T6i biét anh c6 thé hy sinh mang song vi 6ng ta.” Abraham hoi ngirng lén
nhin chiéc Rukma dang gam ru trén troi. “Nhw khi nay 6ng ay dam hy sinh
vi mang song cua tat ca.”
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Shakespeare cui dau xuong, lau kinh nhw dién nhw dai dé khong ai c6 thé
thdy ma 6ng dang trng do.

“Va Scathach. Bong T6i. Ta da quan sat c6 muwdi ngan nam nay. Toi co
thé c6 cad mot thu vién vé nhitng chuyén phiéu lwu ctia c6, va mot the vién
nita viét vé nhitng 16i lam caa c6. C6 la mot nguwdi kho chiu, v6 trach
nhiém, nguy hiém nhung trung thanh va diing cdm. Thé gidi nay sé nghéo
nan hon nhiéu néu khong c6 c6. Co cho loai ngudi rat nhiéu thit nhung ho
khong dugce nhw ¢6 ky vong. Toi c6 mén qua cho c6. N6 gom hai phan,
phan dau t6i sé cho cd biét ngay gio. Phan thit hai, dm, sé vao lic khac va
noi khac. Pay la mén qua dau tién: mang song cda chi c6. Hién gio co ay
dang bi ket & Vuwong qudc bong t6i cung Archon Coatlicue. Co can biét c6
ay tw nguyén dén do, hy sinh co dy dé c6 dugc an toan.”

Bong t6i khé khan nudt con nghen, tay md ra réi nam chat lai. Da co6
trang béch va mat anh 1én tia nhin mau xanh lo.

“Co la hy vong duy nhat cua c6 ay. Hay nhé diéu d6. Hay c6 song du cho
moi tht dwong nhw da mat. Co phai song.”

Scathach gat dau.

“Gio moi ngwoi phai di,” Abraham ndi xong. “Hay trd lai Danu Talis va
hay diét thé gidi nay.” Sau dé, cling lang 1&é nhu khi t6i, ong quay lai, vdi
Tsagaglalal va Gilgamesh ho téng, bién mat trong toa thap.

Khong n6i mot 161 nao, Prometheus kéo day thirng noi tir chiéc Rukma.
Chiéc phi thuyén chong chanh va hoi chii xuéng ngang bang véi néc nha.

Ca bon nguwoi bat tr 1an lwgt budce 1€n canh thuyén va vao trong phi thuyén.

Chi con Scathach ditng d6. Co6 quay mat vé phwong nam noi anh sang tw
thanh pho Danu Talis thap sang nhitng dam may. B0 tdc cta c6, toc Ma Ca
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Rong, dang ly khong c6 bat cit cdm xtic nao va khong thé khéc. Thé thi vi
sao c6 nuwéc trén ma c6? Co doan do chi la nhitng giot nwéc bién vang lén.
CO quyét n6 di va quay lai, leo l1én canh thuyén va quang minh vao trong
chiéc phi thuyén.

“Pi thoi,” cd noi, that day an toan vao. “Hay di téi dé lam xong viéc di.
Toi con phai di ctu chi.”
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CHUONG NAM MUOI NAM

“Anh chua titng t6i day,” Nicholas Flamel thira nhan. Ong dirng lai va
nhin tdm bién bao trén dau.

CAU CANG 14

“Oi, Nicholas, Em da néi 1a anh nén ra ngoai thuong xuyén hon roi ma.”
Perenelle vong tay qua tay chong khi ho di dwéi 16i vao xam xit dan vao
cau tau mdi. “N6 mdi dwgc m@ mot nam nay. Pay la mot trong nhitng dia
diém yéu thich ctia em trong thanh phé dé.”

“Em khong bao gio n6i,” ong ndi, giong thoang ngac nhién.

“Vay la sau tirng dy nam, chting ta van c6 thé khién nhau ngac nhién.

Ong ngoai ngudi sang va hén nhe 1én ma vg. “Tham chi sau tirng ay
nam,” 6ng noi. “Vay cho anh biét di — em thwong téi day nhiéu khong?”

“Ndam hay sao lan mét tuan.”

“THE a?”

“Moi sang em roi ctra hiéu, em thwong di xuéng Embarcadero, di dao
quanh do6 va cudi cung thi tdi cau tau nay. Thé anh nghi em di dau trong ca

tiéng d6?”

“Anh c¥ nghi em sang dwong uéng ca phé.”
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“Tra chi, Nicholas,” Perenelle néi bang tiéng Phap. “Em udng tra. Anh
biét la em ghét ca phé ma.”

“Em ghét ca phé a?” Nicholas héi. “Ttw khi nao thé?”
“Chi trong khoang tam mucoi nam nay thoi.”

Nicholas ch¢p mat, d6i mat md phan anh mau xanh nuwéc bién. “Anh biét
ma. Anh da nghi thé.”

“Anh dang tréu em.”

“C6 thé,” dng thira nhan. Ong nhin xuéng bén tau. “Noi day dep. Va dai

»

nita.

“Rong muoi lam feet va dai sdu tram bay muoi ba feet tinh tr bo bién,”
ba vui vé nai.

“0.” Flamel gat dau hiéu biét. “Tro ndy s& ngin Lotan ti* ngoai bd bién
dwgc day.”

“Chi can n6 di dugc vao dat lién, ching ta sé that bai,” Perenelle néi. Ba
chi sang bén trai, noi Alcatraz dang thip thoang noi géc vinh. “Dong hai
lru quanh hon ddo dé rat nhanh. Moi thi di xuéng nuéc déu bi cuén tréi ra
d6. Em khong thé twdng twgng né sé t¢i mot bai bién nao xa hon.”

“Neéu thé thi...” Nicholas bat dau.
“Néu thé thi ching ta ciing phai dwong dau véi nd,” Perenelle n6i not.

R6i ba cwoi. “Néu dong hai lwu day n6 qua cau, rat c6 kha nang né sé xuat
hién & bén kia vinh, c6 thé la & Alameda. N6 sé xuat hién & d6 vao tam
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chiéu gio nay. Lic d6 duong xa dang kha tap nap. N6 c6 thé giy hoa 16n
trede khi chung ta tdi dwge do.”

“Vay la ching ta phai chac chan ngan né lai ¢ day,” 6ng noi.

“Chinh x4ac. Om, anh bdo em dwa anh t6i gan bién nhat cé thé. Vay anh
c6 ké hoach roi phai khong?”

“Anh ludn c6 ké hoach ma.”

Ho nghe thdy c6 tiéng chan phia sau ho. Ho quay lai va thdy Prometheus
va Niten dang rdo buwéc téi. Ho déu mang can cau trén vai. Anh chang nho
nhan nguwdi Nhat cudoi. “Ding hdi 6ng ay xem théu cai nay ton bao nhiéu,”
anh noi.

“Hét bao nhiéu?” Nicholas hoi.

“Nhiéu lam,” Prometheus gian di¥ néi. “T6i cé thé mua cd mot tau ca,
hodc it nhat cting 1a mot bita ca ngon miéng, chi dé thué cai nay trong vai
tiéng dong ho,” 6ng cau nhau. “Lai con cong thém khoan dat coc néu ching
toi khong mang mdy cai can cau nay vé nita chit.”

“Ké hoach thé nao?” Niten héi. Cau 16i ra mot cai thung rong. “Ching ta
khong thé di cau that duwgce. Chung ta khéng c6 moi.”

“O ching ta c6 cht.” Nicholas mim cudi. “Cau chinh 1a moi.”

Niten va Prometheus ding canh nhau, dya tay vao lan can quanh khu
ngam canh hinh ban nguyét & cudi cau tau s6 14. VGi can cau dang budng
xuong mat nwdc, trong ho giong nhw nhitng ngwdi cau ca khac, to nhé noi
chuyén véi nhau, khong quan tdm t6i thanh pho, cay cau, Pdo Chau Bau
hay Embarcadero.
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Nicholas va Flamel ng6i sau ho. Nha Gid Kim da kham pha ra ghé nay
c6 thé quay tron dwgc nén ct day ngwoi 1én tredc va ra sau. Chiéc ghé kéu
cot két. Cudbi cung Prometheus quay lai va lwvom nguoi bat tir. “Néu ong
con lam thé nita, t6i sé cho 6ng lam moi cho Lotan do.”

“T6i sé giup ong,” Niten dé thém.

Perenelle dot ngot ding day. “Cé cai gi dé dang tGi,” ba nho giong noi.

“Anh c6 thdy gi dau...” Nha gia kim n6i va r6i 6ng thay n6. Mot cudn
séng, mot xody nudc den trong vinh. Ong quay lai néi véi Elder va Kiém
si. “Hai ngwoi biét phai lam gi r6i d6.”

Ho gat dau va quay lai cho can cau.

“Perenelle,” Nicholas goi.

N Phu thuy gat dau. Ba dya ngudi vao lang can va liéc nhin nhitng
nguoi di qua lai trén cau tau. Mot so 16 rang la khach du lich — ho gio may
anh chup lia lia — trong khi nhitng ba me dang day xe day la nguoi vung
nay. Co6 vai ngudi cau ca tam trung tudi dang nhin cham cht vao lan can va
ba chang trai tré dang tap tung hithg bang may trai cam va tao.

Perenelle tap trung va téc ba nhiém dién kéu lach tach.

Ngay lap titc hai ngwdi cau ca nhac can cau va thing ca bé di, khéng noéi
mot 10i nao. Nhitng khach du lich dét ngdt hét hitng thu v6i quang canh

thanh pho va cua vinh, dita tré trung xe day bat dau gao khéc khién me né
phai dwa n6 vé. Chi con ba ¢6 gai tung hitng la con ditng do.
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“Ho dang tap trung tung hing,” Nicholas [am bam. “Thé nén em khong
thé tac dong 1én ho.”

“Tat nhién.” Perenelle cudi. “Gio gia r6i em cling phai cham chap di
ch.”

MGdt con hai du Iwgn qua chop lay qua tdo cia mot ¢o va tha xudng bién.
Con th¢ hai nang mat trai cam. Sau d6 dot nhién bon con chim 1én bay
vong vong trén dau ho, i xuéng dau ho. May cau thanh nién ném not qua
con lai xuéng bién va bé chay khoi cau cang.

“LAm t6t 1dm,” Nicholas néi. “Gi’ em hdy dam bao khong co ai t6i gan

»

nha.
Perenelle gat dau.

Nha Gia kim nhin Elder va nguoi bat t. “Prometheus, Niten, t6i lic

A e 99

10i.
Khong khi dot ngdt nitc mui tra xanh, va mui hoi. Mot mau dé nhan nhat
bao quanh tay Prometheus va chay xudng can cau ca. N6 no lach tach, kéu
xeo xeo 16i di theo dwong day xuéng nudc.
Luong dién mau xanh lam sam trwdn trén canh tay anh nhw mot hinh
xam. N6 chay theo chiéu dai sgi day cwdc, lam bién mau day va chim
xuong nhw biém mau nwdc trong vinh thanh mau xanh nhat.

Mot hinh dang trong nwdc bat ngd déi huéng.

“Lotan sé hut 1dy nguon dién ctia hai ngudi,” Nicholas néi. “Né danh hoi
luéng dién trong nudc giong cach ca map danh hoi thdy mau. Ching ta phai
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kéo no lai gan hét mirc c6 thé, nhung hai ngwdi phéi can than. Ching to6i
khong mu6n né xoi tai mat hai nguoi.”

“Né dén roi,” Niten noi. Long trang mat, rang va ludi anh chuyén mau
xanh.

“San sang,” Prometheus noi.

Nicholas Flamel cham vao con bo hung xanh dang deo quanh c6 va cam
thdy n6 nong lén trong ban tay 6ng. Phép thuat nay rat don gian, 6ng da
lam nhiéu lan trong doi nhuwng chwa bao gid trong mot hoan canh nhw thé
nay.

Cai dau do ngoi 1én khoi mat nwdc...roi cai dau thit hai...th ba...r6i thi
tw, den va to gadp doi nhitng cai dau khac. Dot nhién cd bay cai dau déu
nham téi cho ho.

“Hy vong la khong cé ai quay phim,” Niten lam bam.

“C6 quay ciling chang ai tin dau.” Prometheus nhe rang cuwdi. “Quai vat
bdy dau khong ton tai. Néu c6 ai nhin thiy, nguwdi ta sé néi no6 la sdn pham

cua Photoshop.”

“T6i c6 thé cam thay no,” Niten noi. “Né dang huat 14y luong dién cta

A9y

tol.
“T6i cling thé,” Prometheus hudng tng.

“Pé né t&i gan chiit di,” Nicholas néi nhé. Ong dit tay 1én vai ho khién
luong dién cia ho hoa lan luong dién xanh 1o cta ong.

“Nha gia kim.” Giong cua Niten nghe cang thang.
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“Vai feet nita th6i. Cang gan cang tot.”

“Nicholas,” Perenelle canh bao.

Nhitng soc do va xanh lam trén mat nwéc dang tréi vé phia con quai vat
nhw nam cham hit sat. Ho quan sat co thé to 16n cta Lotan dang cao khoi
mat nwdc.

“N6 dinh nhdy d6!” Prometheus hét. Niten nghién rang khong noi gi.

Lotan hiat mot hoi cudi va roi dét ngot phong 1én khéi mat nuwédc, nang
minh trén dudi nd, bay cdi mom md& 16n, hang tram cai rang sac nhon nhe ra
chuan bi...

Mui bac ha lan toa trong khong khi day dac.

C6 mot tiéng nd nhd...theo sau la mot vu né ciia mau xanh lo, dé va xanh
lam v&i ba ngudi dan ong trong do...

Nicholas gio tay ra don lay qua tritng van xanh trong long ban tay.

Prometheus va Niten loang choang lui lai dwa vao lan can. Ho thd nang
nhoc va trén mat ho han 1én nhitng nép nhan mdi. Trén 16ng may cta Niten
diém soi trang. Nicholas Flamel git qua tri'ng bang ngoén cai va ngon tré.
“Pa tém dugc Lotan.” Ong néi.

Prometheus thd hon hén. “An twgng ddy. Ong lam thé nao day?”

“Khi luéng dién ctia hai nguwdi thu hit né vao cau cang, to6i cho né ném

chit xiu luong dién cda t6i. Mot khi n6 da & trong co thé con quai vat, toi
stt dung phép Chuyén hoa, bién mdt nguyén t6 nay thanh nguyén t6 khac.
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D6 1a mot trong nhitng diéu co ban cta thudt gid kim.” Ong cuwoi. “Toi
chuyén Lotan vé dang nguyén thuy.”

“MOot qua trieng.” Prometheus ngac nhién.

“Noi ching ta bit dau...” Flamel néi. Ong tung qua tri’ng van xanh lén
troi...mot con hai au bat 1ay va nuot tron.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG NAM MUOI SAU (CHUONG CUOI)

Sophie lam nhw 16i di, mdc quan bo, 4o mii trum do va di gidy leo nui roi
chay xu6ng nha. C6 thay Tsagaglalal & trong bép dang cho bat dia vao may
rira bat.

“Puogc chwa di?”
Tsagaglalal nhin ¢ tw trén xuong dwdi. “Hoan hao cho noi chau sap t6i.”
“C06 ai don chau khong?” Sophie hoi.

Ba lao 10 cau héi di. “Co thé 1a,” Tsagaglalal néi, “ta sé khong con gap
lai chau ntta.”

Sophie nhin ba lao choang vang. C6 md& miéng dinh cy lai nhung
Tsagaglalal dwa tay 1én va Sophie dé y thay nhitng dau ngoén tay cta ba rat
min mang — ba khong c6 van tay.

“Nhung ta mudn chau biét ta rat tw hao vé chau. Va ca em trai chau nita,”
ba néi thém, “du ta luén dodn cau ay sé chon con dwong kh6 khan.”
Tsagaglalal khodac tat Sophie va dan c6 vao vuon. “Ta da theo déi cac chau
ti* ngay mai sinh. Ta da 6m chau trén tay khi chau méi sinh dugc mot gio,
ta nhin vao mat chau va ta biét — cudi cung — 10i tién tri da trd thanh sy
thue.”

“Sao di khong néi gi?”
“Noi gl, noi voi ai?” Tsagaglalal khuc khich cugi. “Chau c6 tin ta khong

néu nhw mot tuan treede ta ndi chuyén nay?”
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Sophie lac dau.

“Ta da dgi cac chau muoi ngan nam. Ta da chiu dung. Mot thap ky hay
nhiéu hon cling chang khac biét gi. Gio, c6 thé chau nghi hanh trinh cta
chéu sap két thic, nhung Sophie, ta sg la day chi mgi l1a bat dau. Va nhitng
gl chau da hoc dugc, véi nhitng kinh nghiém cta chau, la hanh trang cho
chau trong chwong tiép theo.”

“Chau co6 dugc noi chuyén vdi Josh khong?”

“C0, ta c6 thé dam bao.”

“Di nao chau sé di.”

“Chau cam tdm ngoc luc bao khong?”

Sophie m& khoa ao khoac va 16i n6 ra. Co dwa no cho Tsagaglalal nhung
ba lac dau. “N6 la cho chau. Ta khong doc dwgc.”

Sophie lwét tay qua tdim ngoc thém lan nita. Nhitng tir ng¥, twgng hinh
c6 doc Iic trwde bién biét va trén dé con la mot mat guwong tron nhan mat
lanh.

“Chéau thay gi?” Tsagaglalal hoi.

“Chéu thay minh.”

“Nhin sau hon.”

Sophie mim cwdi va nhin vao mdt gwong. Co thay hinh phéan chiéu cta
minh, nhitng cdy ddng sau va mai nha...
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Co thdy Dee.
Co thdy Virginia Dare, dang thoi sdo.

Thé gidi van xoan va Sophie nhan thdy c6 dang nhin bang d6i mat cia
Josh.

Co thdy nhitng con qudi vdt tinh gidc trong xa lim, thG@y méng vuot...

Thé gidi lai dao 16n.

Va Mars, trong b6 gidp doé dn tugng, Odin mdc gidp xdm den, theo sau
la Hel trong chiéc do gidp sat cong kénh khién c6 cang gibng qudi vdt hon
dang dudi theo Iii qudi vt vdi vil khi trong tay...

Chuyén dong, quay van.

Ctta xa lim bt mé, mét con qudi vdt to 1on, cong kénh xudt hién. Mars
chi bdng mét cu danh da gidng no xudng dat.

Josh dang chay rat nhanh, cach chay cua cau khién da day Sophie non
nao.

...m& hét ctra nay tdi cira khdc, thd i qudi vdt chay trong hanh lang, mét
vai con qud kinh khting khién c6 cam thdy con bénh hon.

Mot con nhdan sw xudt hién. Ngay Idp tic, Mars, Odin va Hel lui Igi.
Nhitng con qudi vdt trong hanh lang lan lwot nhin chdm cham ba Elder.

Nhitng con qudi vat xéng lén. Nhitng Elder quay nguoi chay ngugc lai
hanh lang, theo sau la ca ta nhitng con quai vat la thuong.
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Thé gigi lai m6t 1an nita ddo 16n. Nhin qua d6i mat Josh, Sophie thay
mot cai gi do roi ra tir thi 4o Mars. C6 nhan ra do6 la miéng ngoc va co6 quan
sat em trai coO...

...lao vé phia truéc, cudp ldy no.

Khi cau nhdt né 1én va nhin cham cham vao no, 1at qua lat lai trong tay
cau, gwong mat cau chi cach c6 c6 vai inch. C6 nhin thay nhitng thay doi,
nhitng nét han trén du6i mat, kh6e miéng gid cong 1én mot cach doc ac noi
cau. Josh co ting biét khong giong thé nay.

“Qi Josh,” Sophie thd hn hén. “Em da lam gi thé nay?”

Josh Newman chay ra san choi, hit vao phoi luéng khi trong lanh lanh
ngat. “Moi thit déu dugc ty do trong nay...”

Dee va Dare ditng & gitta san. Phap sw sap xép hai trong s6 bon thanh
kiém sitc manh thanh hinh chi* L trén san. “Dwa may thanh kiém cuia cau
day,” han ra lénh.

Josh ngay 13p ti'c ném cho han thanh Durendal, nhwng gitt lai thanh
Clarent, ludng ly khong mu6n budng.

Phap su dat thém thanh kiém th ba 1én mat dat. Gio' chi con mot canh
cua hinh vudng chua hoan thanh. Dee gio tay ra.

Josh cadm thay thanh Clarent dang dap manh trong tay cau.

“Nhanh!” Dee quat va Josh nhan thdy ngudi bat ti dang sg. “Pay la
Mars, Odin va Hel ddy. Ho von la nhitng ké thu khéng ddi troi chung co

N

mad.
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“Co6 thé ho da gat han thu ca nhan sang bén va hgp tac dé lung bat anh.”
Virginia nhoén miéng cuoi.

“Ong sé an toan,” Josh néi. “Lan cudi cung t6i nhin thay ho,, ho dang bi
con nhan sv va nhitng con quai khac rugt.”

Canh ctra dang sau ho mé ra va Mars xuat hién. Khi 6ng nhin thay Dee,
ong gam lén va chay vé phia hin. Ong mang theo thanh dao, kéo 1& né
xuong san, khién da lat sang tée ltra.

“Thanh kiém, Josh!”

Cau trai tré ném thanh Clarent cho Dee. Han khéo 1éo bat 1ay va dat vao
cho con trong.

Mot cit dong lam tung tdm ngoc luc bao ra khoi tdi Josh va roi xudng
dat.

Sau d6 Dee truyén luéng dién vao bon thanh kiém khién ching lan luwgt
phat sang.

“Di, Sophie,” Tsagaglalal noi.
“Pi u? Di dau a?”

“Tam ngoc hoat dong nhuw mot gwong cong tuyén.” Ba vo vao hinh anh
trén miéng ngoc. “Pi t6i do. Tdi cho em trai chau.”

“Sao chau t6i duogc?”

“Ta da noi gi voi chau?” Tsagaglalal hoi.
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“Twdng twong va dat niém tin.”

“Chau c6 mudn & bén em trai khong?”
“Coa.”

“Hon moi diéu khac trén thé gi¢i?”
“Vang a.”

“Vay di di.”

Sophie nam chat 14y canh miéng ngoc va mat ngoc biét thanh mét miéng
bac, trd thanh mot cai guwong hoan hao...

...0 Alcatraz, tdm ngoc luc bao trén mat dat bién thanh bac, khong khi cé
mui khong lan dwgc cta va ni.

“Soph a?” Josh quay lai nhin quanh ding ltic nhin thdy chi cau xuét hién
sau lvng. Cau nhin c6 chét 1ang nguoi.

Mot hinh chit nhat xuat hién trén mat dat dugc bao quanh béi bon thanh
kiém dang bung chay, bén trong la th vat chat den hac in dang cudn dao.

“Josh!” Dee hét 1én r6i nhdy vao trong ho.
Josh ngay lap titc quay lai chd Dee.

“Pung di!” Sophie van nai.
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“Josh,” Virginia Dare goi. C6 budc mdt cach uyén chuyén vao trong ho
den tiép sau Dee va ngay lap titc bién mat.

“Em phdi di,” Josh noi va di vé phia ho den trén mat dat. Nhitng anh Itta
trén bon thanh kiém da sap tan.

“Khong!”

Josh ddt mot chan vao ho den. Sophie nam tay c6 gitt cau lai. Guwong mat
cau bién thanh mét cai mat na xau xi khi cau c6 vung ra. “Em sé khong
quay lai. Em da thdy ho lam gi chi r6i.”

“Josh, ho Itra em do6. Ho dang l1gi dung em.”

“Em khong phai ngwoi bi 1gi dung,” cau dap trad. “Chi méi la ngudi can
md mat ra. Nha Flamel da 1gi dung chi. Va ho sé vat kiét chi - nhw ho da
lam v&i nhitng nguwdi khac.” Cau lac dau. “Em sé di. Dee va Virginia can

em. Chi khong can em.”

“Chi can em,” c6 no6i. “Chi sé di cung em.” Va thay vi kéo cau lai, co
day cau cung nhay vao ho hw khoéng.”

Khong ai chuyén dong.
Khong co gi.
Thit duy nhat trong man hw khong dé 1a hoi am ban tay cau em trai.

Sophie nhw bi mu du c6 van md to mat. Cé khong nghe thay gi. C6 hét
1én nhung cling khong phat ra mot tiéng kéu nao.
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Va du v6i c6 chuyén hanh trinh dai 1€ thé nhung c6 1€ cling chi trong mét
giay.

Co6 mot diém sang.
Nho xiu.

N6 & ngay tredc mat ho. Liéu ho sé roi xuéng dé hay né dang dudi theo
ho?

Gio c0 lai nhin thay.

Co thdy guwong mat hodng sg cua Josh va biét d6 chinh 1a khu6on mat cta
minh luc nay. Cau nhin c0, va trong mot thoang cau lai la em trai co, tdi khi
cac dwong nét cia cau tré nén cirng ran. Cau nhin sang cho khac. Nhung
cau khong buong tay co.

Anh sang nuét 18y ho

Céc gidc quan quay lai. C6 thay dau mat va chdi tai, c6 cam thay da cudi
dwdi chan, thdy mui xa ctia dong vat, mui thom cuia cé cdy trong miéng.

Sophie m@ mat. Trén c6 la nhitng bong hoa khong bao gid sinh s6i trén
trai dat, trong nhw nhitng sgi thay tinh nhoé xiu va nhya thong dac.

Khi c6 ddo mat nhin quanh, c6 phat hién ho c6 ban dong hanh. C6 lay
lay nguoi cau em sinh doi. “Em nén day di.”

Cau mé mot mat, rén ri va khi cdu nhan ra minh dang & dau, cau giat
phat day. “Pay la...”

“...dia bay,” c0 noi.
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“M0ot vimana,” Dee thot 1én. “T6i chwa bao gio nghi minh c6 co hdi nhin
thdy n6 trong doi.” Han quy trén c6 va ngudong vong nhin 1én bau troi.
Virginia ng6i khoanh chan bén canh, cdy sdo nam hd trén tay.

Chiéc vimana ha xuéng, phat ra nhitng tiéng u u. Mot ltic sau néc thuyén
mé ra va hai nguwdi xuat hién. Ho mac giap bang gom trang, trang tri nhitng
hoa tiét va nhitng con chit twgng hinh kiéu Roman. Ho cao va manh mai,
v6i lan da nau twong phan gay gat véi bo do gidp. Ngudi phu nit cat toc

ngan, ngwoi dan 6ng cao troc va doi mat hg mang mau xanh lo sang.

Dee ctii rap xuong dat, co6 thu nho minh hét mirc c6 thé. “Cha nhan,” han
noi. “Hay tha th cho t6i,”

Cap doi 10 han di. Ho dang nhin cdp song sinh.
“Sophie,” nguoi dan ong nai.

“Josh,” nguoi phu nit goi.

“Me... Bo,” cdp song sinh dong thanh noi.

Cap dbi cii nguoi. “O day chiing ta 13 Isis va Osiris. Cdc con cta ta,
chao mirng cac con dén vdi Danu Talis. Chao mirng céac con tr¢ vé nha.”
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CHU THICH CUA TAC GIA VE VIMANA VA DiA BAY

Ciing giong nhitng thit khac trong tap truyén nay, vimana bat nguoén tw
trong truyen thuyét, dic biét 1a trong nhitng cau chuyén c6 ctia An D6.
Trong st thi tiéng Phan The Mahabharata, xuat hién cach day hai ngan
nam tram nam, ngwoi ta da mo ta chi tiét mot chiéc vimana. Chu vi ctia né
khoang mudi hai cubit (don vi tinh toan, mot cubit bang chiéu dai tir khuyu
tay t6i dau ngon gitra). Chiéc vimana noi tiéng nhat trong kho tang truyén
c6 An D6 la chiéc vimana Pushpaka — c6 xe ngwa bay ctia than Kubera. N6
dwgc miéu ta giong nhv “mot dam may anh sang.”

Mac du c6 xe ngwa bay, phi thuyén va tham bay da tirng xuat hién trong
nhitng cau truyén truyén thuyét trén toan thé gidi, nhuwng nhitng chi tiét
trong st thi An Do 1a an twgng va dac biét hon ca. Trong mot st thi tiéng
Phan khac, Ramayana, (cting dugc viét lai cach day hai ngan nam tram
nam), vimana rat pho bién. St thi c6 ké vé rat nhiéu vi than va anh hung
chién dau trén khong trung véi nhitng chiéc vimana khac va tan cong cac
thanh pho. Ngudi ta cling c6 miéu ta vé chiéu dai, trong lwgng va chiéu cao
cta chiéc phi thuyeén.

Co6 bon dang vimana co ban — Rukma, Sundara, Tripura va Sakuna —
kiéu dang tirng chiéc c6 khac nhau. Mgt s6 lam bang g6, mot s6 lam bang
mot loai hgp kim mau trang doé bi hiém; mot s6 hinh tam gidc vdi ba banh
1ai, trong khi mot s6 khac c6 dang hinh tron hodc 6 van; mét s6 khac dwoc
miéu ta cao bang mot toa nha ba tang.

Tat nhién, khong cai nao la bang chitng chitng minh trong qua khit da

tng c6 dia bay, nhung do cling chi ra t thoi xa xwa con nguoi da luon
nhin Ién bau troi.
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Giac mong dugc bay cao da xuat hién trong dong lich st va c6 twr rat lau
hon nhiéu nguwdi van nghi. Anh em nha Wright 1a nhitng ngudi dau tién bay
1én bau troi vao thang Muwdi hai nam 1903. Nhung theo nhu nghién ciu
md&i nhat c6 thé quan diém do la sai 1am. Hiram Maxim da bay 1én dugc
mot quang ngan vao nam 1894 v&i mot chiéc phi thuyén nang khoang 7000
pound, con Samuel Langley da dwa mdt chiéc phi thuyén khong nguoi 1ai
bay lén 3300 feet vao nam 1896.

Trong sudt thé ky muwdi chin, cac tau lwgn va khinh khi cau da bay lén
bau troi khip chau My, chau Au, An Pd va Nam Phi. Vi duy, trong bao cao
vao nam 1895, m6t chiéc may bay dwgce Shivkar Bapuji Talpade thiét ké da
cat canh tr Bombay, va mot chiéc tau lwgn tuyét voi mang tén Goodman
Household da bay 1én dugc 300 feet ¢ Natan, Nam Phi vao nam 1871.
Nhung ghi nhan dau tién vé chiéc may bay nang hon khéong khi 1a & Anh
vao nam 1848, khi John Stringfellow da st dung mdot chiéc may bay mot
16p canh bay cach mdt dat mudi foot. D6 1a mot chiéc may bay dong co hoi
nuwoc.

Thé ky mudi chin 1a ky nguyén cua tau lwgn, con thé ky muoi tam 1a ky
nguyén cta khinh khi cau. Mua dong nam 1783 Etienne Montgofier da st
dung mot chiéc khinh khi cau s dung sitc néng c6 chiéu dai 75 foot,
dwong kinh 50 foot bay 1én trén bau troi m@ dau mot ky nguyén mai.

Xa hon trong lich stt, Leonardo da Vinci la nguoi da thiét ké ra mot chiéc
tau Iwgn c6 thé la nguyén mau cho may bay truc thang ngay nay. Trong
cubn sO tay ctia 6ng co rat nhiéu nhitng thiét k€ may bay, tau lwgn va canh
nhan tao. Trong nhat ky viét nam 1483, 6ng da vé ra ban thiét ké du nhay.
(vao 26 thang 6 nam 2000, mot ban sao lam theo thiét ké du dé dugc lam
bang nhitng cong cu, vai va chat liéu c6 san vao thoi cta da Vinci, da dwa
nguoi bay xuéng mat dat tir d6 cao mwoi ngan mét.)
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Xa hon nita, vao thé ky thit chin, nha phat minh vi dai Berber va nha tho
Abbas Ibn Firnas da deo canh tren lwng lwgn. Nam tram nam truGc niva,
nguwoi Trung Quoc da miéu ta vé mot vat thé bay duwgc lam tir tre va da.

Néu ching ta tr¢ vé thoi gian, khong gian noi lich st va than thoai sao
thoa, ching ta cé thé thdy rat nhiéu nhitng dé cap t6i nhitng phuong tién
bay. Bay chinh la mot trong nhitng diém chung trong cac than thoai. Hau
hét cac vi than c6 thé bay, khong can sy giip do nao khac. Nhung trong
mot vai truyén co khac, cac vi than bay véGi si ho trg cta nhitng d6i canh.
Nhitng hinh nay xuat hién trén nhitng bitc tranh khac da va nhitng hinh vé
trong cac dién thd khap thé gidi. Tuy nhién, trong than thoai va cac truyén
cd con co6 rat nhiéu cac phuwong tién do con ngudi sang ché giong nhuw may
bay va dia bay.

Vi vua Ba Tvw Kai Kawus da cho budc bon qua béng vao ngai vao va
dung dai bang huan luyén cho né cap cac qua bong lén. Khi ching bay,
chiing sé mang theo ngai vang lén trdi. Cum ti* co xe bay xuat hién trong
cac than thoai Trung Quéc, va trong nhiéu cau truyén vé vi vua dau tién cta
Trung Hoa, Shun, da bay lén troi — ong da ting thoat khoi toa nha dang
chay bang cach dung mot chiéc mii khong 16 nhw mot chiéc du.

Co 1é cau truyén noi tiéng nhat vé may bay va trong truyén co vé Icarus.
Cha anh ta, Daedalus da tao cho anh ta mot doi canh nhan tao. Daedalus la
mot nha thiét ké vi dai da tao nén rat nhiéu ky quan, bao gom Labyrinth,
danh cho vua Minos cuia Knossos. Nhitng chi tiét trong cau truyén vé
Daedalus rat thu vi rat tha vi: chiing ta c6 thé thdy 6ng ta khong dung lua vi
né qua nhe, khong dung vai bat vi qua nang. Cudi cung, 6ng quyét dinh
dung khung g6 gan 16ng chim nho sap ong. Ciing giong nhitng nha phat
minh khac, Daedalus c6 nghién citu: 6ng da dwa cho con trai ban chi dan
chi tiét rang dirng bay quéa cao hay quéa gan bién, vi nwdc bién c6 thé lam
hong doi canh. Icarus da bay qua cao va cai néng cua mat troi Pia Trung
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Hai da lam nong chdy sap ong. That khong may la Daedulas da khong ché
tao ra du.

Khi toi viét nhitng diéu nay, t6i khong khoi phan van rang, liéu trong cac
cau chuyén truyén thuyét do6 c6 chit sy that nao khéng. Ching ta nén nhg
rang rat nhiéu diéu ngay nay chuing ta coi la binh thuwong da tirng duwgc coi
la mot phép la.
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THAY BUA
Cudn thi¥ sau va cudi cung caa
Bi MAT NICHOLAS FLAMEL BAT TU
Xudt ban Mua he 2012

To6i 1a mot huyén thoai.

Da c6 lic toi noéi than chét khong cham téi toi, rang dau 6m khong lam
hai noi t6i. Nhung gio khéng con nhw thé niva. GIo toi biét duwgc ngay toi sé
chét, va dé ciing la ngay vg toi chét: do la ngay hém nay.

Toi sinh ra vao nam 1330, cach day hon sau tram bady muwoi nam. Toi da
song mot cudc doi dai va dep dé. T6i da lam nhiéu nghé trong doi: mot
duwgce si va mot dau bép, mot ngwdi ban sach va mot quan nhan, mot gido
vién ngoai ngi* va mot nha héa hoc, mot thay cai va mét tén trom.

Va toi la Nha gia kim.

D6 la mot mén qua — hay mot 16i nguyén? — nhd c6 sy bat tiv Perenelle
va toi da chién dau véi nhitng Elder Pen t6i va danh lui ho trong khi di tim
cap song sinh truyén thuyét Vang va Bac. Chung t6i lu6n nghi ho sé giup
ching t6i bao vé hanh tinh nay.

Chtng t6i da nham.

Gio chung t6i sap chét va cdp song sinh da tré vé Hon dao Danu Talis,
cach diy muwoi ngan nam, trd vé noi moi viéc bat dau...
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Ngay hom nay thé gidi sé tGi hoi két.
Ngay hom nay, t6i va Perenelle sé chét.
Nhung t6i sé khong chét ma khong tham chién.
Vi t6i la nguoi bat tir Nicholas Flamel.
Trich nhdt ky Nha gid kim Nicholas Flamel
Viét ngay hém nay, thit Bdy, ngay mung 7 thdng Bdy

Tai San Francisco, qué huong thit hai ctia téi.
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