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Gidi thiéu

Juuni Kokuki (-+_E:2; Thdp nhi quéc ky) 1a bo tiéu thuyét néi tiéng
cta tac gia Fuyumi Ono vé cau chuyén cuta thé gidi 12 virong quoc.

Trwdc khi viét Thap nhi quéc ky, Ono cé viét tiéu thuyét kinh di ngan cé
tén Masho no Ko vé mot thiéu nién dén tir thé gidi khac v&i mot so tinh
tiét dén tir Thap nhi quoc ky. Nam 1992, quyén mot, Tsuki no Kage, Kage
no Umi dugc xudt ban lan dau tién tai Nhat Ban va dwgc mua ban quyén va
phat hanh tai Bac My nam 2007 dwé6i tén Shadow of the Moon, Sea of the
Shadow. Ngoai ra, Thap nhi qudéc ky con dugc dich sang cac tiéng Phap,
Pirc va Hoa.

DPén nay, bo tiéu thuyét Thap nhi quoc ky da phat hanh dwgc 7 phan, 1 phan
ngoai truyén cung nhiéu truyén ngan, bao gém:

[1991] Tién truyén: Mashoe no Ko (&4 D F; Pira tré ma quy), 1 quyén.

[1992] Phan 1: Tsuki no Kage, Kage no Umi (B O & & D &; Nguyét
Anh, Anh Hai), 2 quyén.

[1993] Phan 2: Kaze no Umi, Meikyuu no Kishi (J& ® ;& XE=E D F;
Phong Hdi, Mé cung Ngan), 2 quyén.

[1994] Phan 3:; Higashi no Watatsumi, Nishi no Soukai (58 D8 F§D
818; Dong Hdi than, Tdy Thuong hdi), 1 quyén.

[1994] Phan 4: Kaze no Banri, Reimei no Sora (J& ® 5 B %20 1 =5
Phong Van ly, Lé minh Khong), 2 quyén.
[1996] Phan 5; Tonan no Tsubasa (FEg D EE; P6 nam Duc), 1 quyén.

==

[1997] Ngoai truyén: Hyouhaku (ZEfH; Phiéu bac).
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[2001] Phan 6: Tasogare no Kishi, Akatsuki no Sora (B D F BtDX;
Hoang hén Ngan, Hiéu Thién), 2 quyén.

[2001] Phan 7; Kasho no Yume (325 O WZ; Hoa tv U méng), 1 quyén,
bao gdm cac truyén ngin: Toei (Z5<; Pong vinh), Jogetsu (F B ; Thira
nguyét), Shokan (£f5; Thu gidn), Kasho (%5 ; Hoa tv), Kizan (JFLLU;
Quy san).

[2008] Ngoai truyén: Hisho no Tori (£4% D &; Phi ty Diéu), truyén ngan.

[2009] Ngoai truyén: Rakusho no Goku (3% B8 @ Jik; Lac chiéu Nguc),
truyén ngan.

Nam 2002, Thap nhi quoc ky duge dung thanh anime cung tén, bao gém
cac phan:

e Nguyét Anh, Anh Hai: ep 1-14

e Phong Hai, Mé cung Ngan: ep 15-21

e Thu gian: ep 22

e Phong Van ly, Lé minh Khong: ep 23-39
e Thtra nguyeét: ep 40

e DPong Hai than, Tay Thuong hai: ep 41-45

Anime c0 vietsub cua n6 ¢ day: http://thekyokai.info/Ranka/2010/01/juuni-
kokki/

Mot so tiéu thuyét noi tiéng khac ciia Fuyumi Ono:
e Series Ghost Hunt (1 — X F - /N> }) di duwoc dung thanh anime
cung ten.

o Shiki (BE5; Thi quy) — manga da dugc mua ban quyén va phéat hanh
tai Viét Nam béi NXB Kim Dong.
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Tom tat

Kaze no Umi, Meikyuu no Kishi ([ ® 8 K= ® jF; Phong Hai, Mé
cung Ngan; Sea of Wind, Shore of the Labyrinth) la phan thi hai ctia hé tiéu
thuyét Juuni Kokuki (+_—[EZ2; Thdp nhi quéc ky) clia nit tic gia Fuyumi
Ono. Tya dé Phong Hai, Mé cung Ngan c6 nghia la “Bén kia bién gi6 la
bd mé cung”. Phong Hai, Mé cung Ngan dugc chia lam hai quyén va 15
chwong, dwgc xuat ban lan dau tién tai Nhat nam 1993.

Sau 10 nam mat tich, hac ky 1an Théai Ky duwgc nit quéai San T dua tré
lai Bong Son tir Bong Lai ma khong biét minh 1a mét ky l1an. Céc tién nit &
ndi thiéng da c6 gang dé Thai Ky 1dy lai ban thdn minh nhwng 10 nam la
qua lau, cau da song va suy nghi nhu mét con nguwoi va khong biét mot ky
lan phai lam gi. Va r6i thoi diém chon Thai Vwong dén, Thai Ky lwong lw
khong biét phai lam thé nao...
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Chuong Mé dau

Tuyé’t roi.

Nhitng bong tuyét nang né va to 1én cham rai roi xuong nhu khong
bao gio két thuc.

Cau bé ngan dau 1én nhin bau troi trang x0a, noi nhitng tia sang mau
xam nhat téa xuoéng. Nhitng bong tuyét lang 1€ roi, trong choc lat da phu
trang dat troi. Cau nhin bong tuyét litng 10 dau lai trén vai minh, ching to
nhw lam bang thay tinh bong gon. Nhitng bong tuyét van tiép tuc do xudng
trén doi vai, canh tay va doi ban tay nhé bé da doé tng di vi lanh r6i nhanh
chéng tan ra thanh nhitng giot nwdc trong sudt. Hoi thé tda khéi giira tuyét
trang lanh 1€o, cdu quay c6 lai, nhitng lan khéi trang lai téa lén bau troi
khién co thé bé bong con lanh 1€o hon. Cau da ditng d6 mot gio, doi ban
tay nhé xiu cung dau goi da dé tng lén nhu trai chin vi lanh, nhung cau da
hoan toan mat cam gidc vé chiing. Cho du c6 co sat dui tay hay quan 4o thé
nao, cau chi cam nhan dugc cai lanh da tran vao tan xuwong tiy. Cau bé ci
ditng d6, dau oc trong rong, lang 1€ nhin 1én bau troi.

San vuon nay nam & phuwong Bac, trong goc la mot can nha kho bo
hoang. Khe niit trén bitc twong dat bao quanh khién khong khi cang lanh
hon, ba mat ctia san vuon giap véi nha chinh va nha kho, con lai la twong
dat. Nhung gitra bau troi lanh 18o nay, khong gi cé thé khién céi rét ngudi
di. Trong cai san vuon khong mot bong cay, noi mua he hoa dién vy da
ti'ng nd ro, gio day chi tran ngdp tuyét trang.

“Thang bé nay that ngoan c6.”

Ba ndi cau tuy da duwgc ga dén vung Kansai tir lau nhung giong van
mang nang am sac dia phuong.

“N6 tham con khong khoc, chi khoc mdt chut thoi cling cho thiy la né
c6 hoi 161, vay ma n6 nhat quyét khong khoc.”

“Me, xin ding noi vay.”
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“Cling béi vi c6 cung chiéu né qua nén méi chang ra thé thong gi nhu
thé nay.”

“Nhung...”

“Gan day cha me tré cac co chi toan nuong chiéu con cai thoi. Day con
la phdi nghiém khac.”

“Nhung thwa me, ¢ ngoai do6 lanh lam...”

“MG@i tuyét thé nay ma lanh 1€o gi. Néu khong nhan 16i thi né van phai
tiép tuc ditng do.”

Cau van dirng do.

Chuyén nay von chi la chuyén nho, ai d6 da lam d6 nuwdc rira bat ra
san nha ma khong lau sach, thang em nhé dé cho cau nhung cau bao khong
phai minh. Ba ndi van thvong bao néi déi la rat xau, vi vay cau khong
muon néi doi rang minh da lam viéc ay.

“Thanh that va hoi 10i thi sé duwgc tha tht.”

Ba lic nao cting nghiém khac day nhw vay, vi thé nén cau chi biét giai
thich rang cau khong lam viéc ay.

“P¥a tré nay... Sao lai ngoan c6 dén thé?”

Ba noi van thwong noéi thé, vi vay cai thanh tdm nho bé dy da in sau
rang minh rat ngoan c6. Du rang that ra cling khong hiéu lam ‘ngoan c6’ c6
nghia la gi, nhung cdu biét, bdi vi minh ngoan c6 nén ba ndi khong thich
minh. Cau khong biét phai lam thé nao, ba muén cau xin 16i, nhung néu
lam thé thi ciu sé trd thanh dita tré doi trd ma ba ghét nhat. Bén kia tdm ctra
kinh la mot hanh lang, & cudi tdim binh phong ngan phong khach va nha
bép, me va ba noi van dang cai nhau. Mo6i lan ho cdi va do minh la cau lai
cam thay kho s@ vi cudi cung me lic nao ciling thua va di don dep nha tam,
cau biét me da 1én khdc trong do.

Me lai dang khoc nita a?

Tuy trong long nghi thé nhung cau van chi ditng d6. Hai ban chan nho
bé da té dai di vi lanh, moi khi gio mot chan 1én dé bwdc di thi dwong nhw
st’c ndng toan than dé hét vao chan con lai khién né vo cung dau dén. Tuy
hai chan da mat di cAm giac nhung cdu van c6 gang di chuyén mot chut,
nhung vira budc mot buwde thi da cdm thay cai lanh thau da cat thit tran
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khap co thé minh. C4u cé thé cdm giac tuyét dang tan tén dau goi, nhitng
giot nwéc lanh cong chdy xudng long ban chan.

Cau tho dai, cai cach the dai cia mot dira tré, mot ngon gié dap vao
phia sau o, tuy nhién, n6 lai khong mang dén céi rét ma la hoi &m. Cau
nhin quanh xem c6 ai thvong tinh ma mé ctta cho minh vao nha khong,
nhung & bon phia, tit ca nhitng ca ctra s6 déu dong kia, chiéc ctra s6 phong
do6i dién mo di vi hoi am bén trong. Cau lai quay dau nhin quanh, ngon gi6
am ay van théi vé phia nay. Mat cau dirng tai ché nha kho, trong khoang
khac ay, cau ngdy nguoi di vi ngac nhién, trén khe hé gitta twong dat va nha
kho c6 mot vat thé mau trang dang tréi ra, trong nhu canh tay ctia mot
ngwoi nao d6. Canh tay trang ma quéi khong biét cta ai kia vieon ra khéi
khe h¢ tw phia nha kho, c0 1€ c6 ngwoi dang ¢ trong do. Mot cam giac ky la
tran khap co thé cau, cai khoang cach giita nha kho va bitc twong dy qua
nho. H6m qua, thang em cau da khoc su6t ca ngay vi khong 1ay lai dugc
trai banh chang may roi vao trong do6, nhwng canh tay ay lai trong nhw tay
nguwoi 16n, lam sao c6 ngwoi c6 thé chui lot vao ché dy? Co6 tay khong
ngirng chuyén dong, nhiy mudn goi minh nén dén gan, doi chan dang té dai
di vi lanh ém ai tién vé phia canh tay kia mot cach ky diéu. Hoi 4m thoi ra
tlr khe hé dy khién cau khong con cam thdy lanh. Cau da rat lanh va khong
biét phai lam thé nao, chi vo thic tién vé phia ché dm 4p ctia canh tay trang
kia.

Tuyét trang da phu khap dat trgi, xéa di nhitng dau chan trén tuyét cta
cau bé. Bau trdi trang x6a nhw vét myc phai, dan thay déi mau. Ngay mua
dong ngan ngui lang 1€ roi di, nhuong cho cho dém toi.
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Chuong I

1.1 Khéng ai biét sy song dwoc sinh ra nhw thé nao, nhat la doi vai
nhitng sinh vat khong phai con ngwoi. Sy séng va y thitc bat chgt dén vai
co thé 6 nhw vay. Khi tinh lai, c6 da thdy minh nam dwdi mot tdn cdy mau
trang, chi v&i mot cai tén trong dau.

Thdi Ky.

Khi c6 ditng day, cdi tén ay dan chiém 14y toan bd tam tri c6, cling nhw
viéc c6 la ai, vi sao cd dugc sinh ra va c6 ton tai vi ly do gi.

Thdi Ky.

Co dirng day, cai tén nhw tran khoi thanh tam c6 va lap day tat ca cac
ngoc ngach cta co thé. Co c6 gang ditng thang ngudi nhung lai ngd xudng
nhw giot nwdc d6 vé cho triing. C6 ngan dau 1én va nham mat lai, nhitng
giot nwdc mat tuon roi, tham dam mai téc. Co thir di chuyén d6i chan vo
lic cua minh va dap phai mot ché am w6t trén dat v4i vo s6 manh v mau
vang. D6 1a nhitng manh vo cia qua tritng da nd ra co, cai chat dich tran ra
tl* qua tritng ay da duwgc mat dat hap thu toan bo.

Co0 chi méi chao doi, qua tritng vang sinh ra c6 vira roi xuong tir canh
cdy va vd tan. Co6 nhin nhitng manh tritng v& vang éng mot lic r6i lai ngan
dau lén nhin nhanh cdy mau trang phia trén, n6 nhw duwgc lam bang bac,
vuon dai tir trén dinh dau c6 ra ngoai. Ré cay bam vao vach da cao viit, trén
canh cdy van con mot vai qua tritng vang nita, tir trong thanh tdm minh, co6
biét rang trong moi qua cdy ay déu ton tai mot sy séng va chi mdéi cach day
khong lau, co6 cling da cho dgi minh dwgc sinh ra nhw nhitng qua tritng kia.

Va su song da ra doi nhuw vay.

Thdi Ky.
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CoO dung toan b strc lyc ctia minh dé ditng vitng trén bon chan, nuwéc
mat mot lan nita lai trao ra. Nhitng giot nwéc mat dé bao vé doi mat vira
m&i chao doi that am &p, c& nhw cai tén 4y dang thdm vao toan than co.

“Thai Ky! Thai Ky!” Co thét 1én khong thanh tiéng, nwdc mat van
khong ngurng roi.

Khi da ditng thang 1én, c6 thdy t6c minh bi vieén vao canh cay, bon
chan bén duwéi da cam chat vao dat, co lién dung hai tay minh go téc ra.

“Pand roi a?”

Dot nhién mot thanh am truyén dén, c6 nhin theo hwéng phat ra am
thanh ay. Trudc mat c6 la m6t mang toi den, chi c6 anh sang ma do tir canh
cay phat ra, co dang & trong mot hang dong 16n. Hang nay c6 hinh ban
nguyét, cai cay mau trang ay & vi tri trung tam, canh cdy téa ra trén dau co,
ré cay cam vao vach da, len 16i tir trén cao xuong dudi.

“Vang a.”

Thanh am ay dan tién dén.

“Qua la mot nir qudi tot.”

Co lai nhin quanh, 1an nay, c6 thay chu nhan cda giong néi kia, do la
mot ba 1ao dang ditng cach co6 vai budc. Ba 1do nhé bé chi cao dén nguc c6
ay nang doi ban tay nhan nheo ctia minh 1én va diu dang vu6t téc co.

“La nit.”

ROi doi ban tay lai 6m lay ma co.

“Co ca.”

Ba vo0 nhe 1én c6 tay co.

“Nua tren la nguoi.”

Ban tay nhe nhang chuyén doi xuéng séng lung roi vudt ve cai dudi
cua coO.

“Ntra dudi la bao, dudi than lan. Qua la mét sy pha tron tuyét voi!”

Cuoi cung, ba dat tay 1én cho két noi hai nira than nguai co.

“Thoi nao, ding khéc nira! i véi ta!”

Co di theo ba ldo, theo moi budc di, nhitng giot nwéc mat lai roi
xuong, thim wét nhitng bwdc chan. Mot thoi gian dai sau, co6 dén nhitng bac
thang, noi vach da hinh vong cung dung dat.
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“Tén con la San Tw!” Ba lao ha giong. “San, T, tr nay con sé la San
T®.”

Co vira budce len nhitng bac thang vira lang 1€ nghe ba néi.

“Ho cua con la Bach, day la ho ctia tit ca nit quai dugc sinh ra @ Bong
Son.”

Sau khi vugt qua khic quanh ctia cau thang da, c6 thdy anh mat troi
toa sang tredc mat.

“Con phai nhg, s& di con c6 ho bdi vi con mang trén minh mot st
mang vo cung quan trong.”

Co gat dau, cd cling hiéu r6 sit mang ctia minh quan trong nhw thé nao,
trén moi bac thang, c6 déu lang lang dem no6 khac c6t ghi tam. Sau khi vugt
qua hanh lang hep, mot hang dong khong 16 hinh ti¢ dién hién ra phia truéc.
Co dirng buéc. T day nhin 1én, c6 chi thdy mot bau trdi xanh nhgt nhat va
mot cdi cdy trang toéa sang lap lanh gitta troi. Nwdc mat co lai tudn trao.

Ba ldo nhé nhe vo6 lwng an i c6: “Pugc roi, di di!”

CoO budc vé phia triwdc roi bat dau tang toc, lan dau tién trong doi , bon
chan ay trai nghiém cai cdm giac chay. Sau khi co6 roi khéi ctta hang, anh
sang mat troi tam 1dy toan than va nhw xé toat do6i mat c6, khién nhitng giot
nuwdc mat lai d6 xuéng. Co chay thang veé phia cai cay ay. Qua tritng sinh ra
c6 da nd ra dudi goc ré cay nay, so vdi bo ré do so, than cdy mong manh va
thap bé hon han, nhitng canh cdy moc ra tir da viron thang 1én bau troi, va
trén mot canh cay trang nhu tuyét la mot qua mau vang.

“Thai Ky!”

Do 1a 1an dau tién co6 ndi nén 10i. Trai cdy mau vang kia moc ra cung
cho v6i qua tritng cua c6, qua nay van con nhd, nho dén mitc c6 ¢ thé 6m
14y n6 bang hai tay minh. Anh mit tr&i téa xuéng lan da man cdm van con
chwa khé cua c6. Co dung doi ban tay cia minh 6m 14y trai cdy mau vang
ric rd ay va ap ma vao no, nuwdc mat van roi dam dia.

“Thai Ky...”

Va San Tw da dugc sinh ra nhuw thé.
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1.2 Hoang Hai ndm & trung tam thé gidi. Cho du dugc goi 1a bién,
nhung chon nay khong cé nwdc ma chi cé thoi gian, nhitng con gié cung
hoang mac trdi rong, ritng ram day dac, nhitng dam lay réng 16n va nhitng
day ndi trung trung diép diép. O trung tdm Hoang Hai 1a mot hé thong gom
ndm ngon nui thiéng véi hinh thu ky la, duge goi la Ngii Son. Pinh cao
nhat & chinh giita 1a Stung Cao, xung quanh la bén ngon: Bong Son, Hoa
Son, Hodc Son va Hang Son. Trudc day, Bong Son dwoc goi la Thai Son,
nhing moi khi dai hoa xay ra thi ngon nui nay lai dwgc doi tén va trong
mot ngan nam trd lai ddy, né mang tén Bong Son. Truyén thuyét ké rang
Ngii Son thuoc vé Tay Vuwong Mau va Bong Son dugc trao cho Viong Phu
nhan cai quan. Nhitng cau chuyén vé chu nhan ctia cac ngon nui con lai van
con dang tranh cai, nhung cho du truyén thuyét c6 that hay khong thi Ngii
Son ciing la vung dat thiéng, noi thudc vé cac nit than va tién nit. Cad nam
ngon nui déu cao dén choc trgi, nhung cting nhw Hoang Hai duwdi chan,
ching cling déu rat hoang vu.

Gitra dia thé hiém tr& véi chi toan cay coi, soéi da, nwdc va nhitng con
gi6 khong nging thoi nay, c6 mét noi & Bong Son duge goi la Bong Lu
cung, la chén duy nhat @ Bong Son nay ciing nhw Ngii Son c6 ngudi song.

“La hoa anh tic.”

Trinh V& cti nguwdi nhin titng méng canh hoa néi trén mat nuwdc. Dung
Kha di phia sau ciling dirng lai, nhitng canh hoa dé phan chiéu anh sang lap
lanh dang litng 10 troi trén mat nwdc trong sudt nhw thay tinh, khién ai cling
phai dirng lai ngam nhin.

“Chung roi xuong tir vieon hoa anh tic phai khong?”

Trinh V& gat dau ro6i vdi tay xudng nwdc nhat nhitng canh hoa 1én.

“Chac la gi6 da dem ching dén day, hom nay, nhitng con gi6 c6 vé
khac la.”

Dung Kha gat dau r6i nhin 1én. Khap Bong Son la nhitng khoi da cé
hinh thu ky la, bé mat pha day réu, ching da bién khu viee bén ngoai thanh
mot mé cung chan chit, nhat 1a phia tredc Bong Lw cung. Tran do da tang
nay qua that khong hé danh, bé mat go ghé, nhitng tdng da chéng 1én nhau
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mot cach mat trat tw, tréng nhu ¢ thé do ap xudng bat c lic nao, ngay ca
tang nhé nhat cling cao gap ba lan ngwoi binh thwong. Nhitng con dudong
nho & gitta hep dén noi hai ngwdi phai nép vai vao nhau méi c6 thé di qua.

Trinh Vé vira di vira thu gom nhitng canh hoa anh tuc troi trén dong
su6i nho. Co la mét tién ni¥, trong khodng muwdi tdm muwdi chin tudi nhung
khong ai c6 thé biét chinh x4c tudi ctia mdt tién nit. C6 cling khong con nhg
minh da phi tién bao gi¢ va nhw thé nao, nhung c6 da dén Bong Son nay twr
rat 1au roi, trong s6 nam muai tién ni¥ ¢ day, Trinh Vé la nguwoi 16n tudi
nhat. Nguwgce lai, Dung Kha chi mgi vira thanh tién, mwoi sau tudi, trude
day co chi la con gai mot gia dinh lam nong binh thwong, chua trai nghiem
that tinh luc duc. Nam mudi ba tudi, Dung Kha da thé nguyeén va phi thang,
doan tuyét ngii coc. Sau ba nam tu luyén & dén tho Tay Vwong Mau, cudi
cung co cling da dugce thanh tay va triéu tdp dén Bong Son. Co chi vira dén
day khong lau va nhan cong viéc nay dwgc ntra thang, vay ma ngay ca co
cling cam nhan dugc su khac la trong gi6. Binh thuwong chung chi lang 1é
lw6t qua nhitng con dwdng nii, vay ma hom nay, nhitng con gi6 thdi di that
manh va gap gap, nhu lao ra tir nhitng tang da, phong thang lén bau troi
xanh r6i men theo nhitng vach da hiém tré ma tré lai, tao thanh mot tran
cuong phong. Ngay ca dau troi cling am u hon, du chi c6 mét 16p may
moéng, nhung khong biét vi sao lai dem dén mdt cam gidc bat an la ky.

“Phai chang day la diém bao?”

Trinh V& nghiéng dau suy doan vé cdu hdi ciia Dung Kha.

“Hy vong la khong. Sang nay qué Bat Quai khong cho thay cé viéc gi
xdy ra, Pi nao, ching ta phai mau chéng ldy nuwéc roi tré ve.”

“Vang.”

Dung Kha thé chiéc thung vao con sudi. Con sudi nay dugc goi la Hai
Pong tuyén, len 16i khap nhitng khe da dudi nhitng déa hoa héi dong. Tat
nhién la nhitng con su6i & Bong L cung déu khong phai tir mot nguon va
sO lwgng ching rat 16n, vi thé, dé tranh 1am lan nén moi con sudi du nho
nhat cling phdi dugc dat tén. Khi hdu @ Bong Son khéng phan chia thanh
mua, hoa né quanh nam, hién gio, nhitng doéa hoa hai dong dang trai khap
con sudi, wép hwong vao dong nwdéc mat, ngay ca chiéc thung go Dung Kha

https://thuviensach.vn



tha xuéng cling dwgm huwong hoa. Thung nwéc ngao ngat huong hoa nay sé
dung dé thanh tdy twgng Vwong Phu nhan, nit than cai quan Béng Son &
Pai Chan miéu ¢ Bong Lu cung. Dung Kha ddy may canh hoa ra r6i kéo
chiéc thung nuwdc 1én, sau dé ditng day di vé phia Pai Chan miéu.

“Em di dau vay?” Trinh Vé mim cuoi goi to.

“Ha? bén dién tho Vwong Phu...”

Trinh Vé cuoi khic khich: “Nham dwong roi, ¢6 nwong! Dén gio ma
van chwa nhé duong sao?”

Dung Kha nhin nga ba duwong phia trudc, madt tng do.

“Pung la em da nham.”

Nhitng day da trung diép va v6 s6 con dwong da tao thanh mot mé
cung & Bong Son, chi nhitng tién nit song & didy méGi c6 thé vugt qua ma
tran da dé ra sudi gidt gifi, tam rira hay lay nwéc. Khu vyc nay ciing khong
rong lam, nhung moi khi Dung Kha muon dén dong cd, viedn hoa hay vuon
rau tam nang, hodc chi don gidn twdi cay trong vwon, c6 cling phai mat
thém mot it thdi gian dé tim duong.

“Puwong xa ¢ day rac roi that...”

Nhin thdy Dung Kha thé dai nhw vay, Trinh Vé mim cwoi: “La dé bao
vé Bong Son cong, sau nay em dirng oan trach nhu thé nita nhé.”

Dia thé phitc tap nhw mé cung la nham ngan chan nhitng ké xam nhap.
Nguoi binh thwong hay muén thi khéng thé viegt qua ma tran da nay, ma
cho du c6 thé thi ngoai trir mot s6 treong hop dac biét thi cling khong ai
dwgc phép dat chan vao Bong Luw cung. Nhitng con duwong nhdé hep bat
budc nhitng ké dén day phdi bé lai ngwa xe dé di bo 1én nui, chiing dan cai
vao nhau, tya nhw mot mé cung. Nhitng vach da 16m chdm phu day réu che
khuat tam nhin, tao thanh v6 s6 nhitng con duong va dwong ham khién bat
c ké nao dat chan dén day ciling sé mat hét phwong hwéng trong chép mat.
Chi nhitng nguwdi ngudi song lau nam mai cé thé tim dugc duong dén Bong
Lu cung, von nam & trén mot vung dat bang phang & cao, xung quanh la
cdy coi ram rap bao phu.

“Ra vay!”
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Sau tham trong mé cung ay la xa than mdc, cay than két qua sinh ra ky
lan. Trén thé gidi nay, du la nguwoi hay thi, pham la sinh vat séng thi déu
dwgc sinh ra tir qua ctia nhitng cay than mau trang dy. Tuy nhién, nhitng
qua sinh ra ky lan chi moc trén x4 thdn moc ¢ choén nui thiéng Bong Son.
Bong Lu cung va nhitng tién nit ton tai la dé bao vé chung, ky lan la chu
nhan cta Bong Son va dugc goi la ‘Bong Son cong’.

Trinh Vé gat dau: “Cham soc ky lan khong nhitng 1a trach nhiém trong
dai ma con la niém hanh phtc cta ching ta. Khi Thai qua nd ra, em sé giip
ching ta cham s6c ngai. Khi ay phai that can than day nhé.”

“Em c6 thé u? Co that khong?”

Dung Kha cam thdy hoi thiéu tw tin, phuc vu ky 1an la trach nhiém
chinh cta nhitng tién nit & Bong Son, con lai chi lam mdy viéc lat vat. Hién
gio c6 mot ky lan nhé ¢ ngon ndi thiéng nay va trudc gio cd chua ting
duwgc phan cong cham séc loai linh thid cao quy ay.

Trinh Vé cuwoi: “Nhung trede tién phai nhé hét dugc dwong xa cai da.”

“Vang a!” Dung Kha gat manh dau.

Vai ngay trudc, xa than moc da két trai, 1an nay la ‘Théi qud’, toan bd
tam tri cia Dung Kha da tap trung cho trai cay nho bé ay. S€é phai mat muoi
thang dé qua cay nd ra con non, ky 1an so sinh han la rat dang yéu, chi nghi
dén viéc duwoc gan giii va cham soc ching la ¢6 da cam thay vo cung hanh
phuic, miéng khong khoéi nd nu cuoi.

Nhitng canh hoa anh tic lai d6 xuéng tw dau do, lang 1@ roi trén dong
nuwéc sudi.

1.3 “LLa hoa anh tic a?”

Pang sau bong vang lén mot giong noéi, Trinh Vé ngirng nhat nhitng
canh hoa va quay lai, ngudi phia sau co vira roi khoi Hai Bong cung, dang
ding bén bo Hai Pong tuyén. Dung Kha lwdng Iy nhin ngwdi phu nit la mat
khong ro tudi tac ay, trong ba van con rat tré, nhung lai c6 vé nhu la mot
quy phu nhan da budc qua tudi trung nién. Y phuc ctia ba ryc r& hon bat ¢t
tién ni* binh thwdng nao, dia vi han rét cao.

“Huyén quan!”
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Trinh Vé nhanh chéng cti nguwoi hanh 16, Dung Kha hoang sg, voi
vang quy xudng cung Trinh Vé. Nguwoi phu nit nay chinh la treéng quan
clia cac tién nit ¢ Bong Lu cung, Ngoc Nit Bich Ha Huyén quan Ngoc
Diép.

“Chac gi6 da dem nhitng canh hoa nay ti¥ vieon anh tic dén day.”

Ngoc Diép nhwédng mat 1én nhin bau trdi mot lic réi cdi dau xudng
nhin Dung Kha.

“Tén em la Dung Kha phdi khong? Em da quen vé&i cudc song & Bong
Lv cung chwa?”

Pay la lan dau tién Ngoc Diép tro chuyén cung Dung Kha, viéc nay
khién c6 khong biét phdi 1am thé nao. Trwdc khi dén Bong Son, co chi biét
dén nit than Ngoc Diép qua nhitng cau chuyén c6 tich, nhung bay gio, vi
huyén quan xa la va cao quy ay hién dang ditng trwedc mat va tham héi véi
o, diéu ay khién c6 cam thiy v6 cung hoi hop.

“Vang... Vang a!”

“Nhung van con bi lac.” Trinh Vé vira cudi khiic khich vira b sung.

Mat Dung Kha lai do wng 1én.

Ngoc Diép cuoi, giong ba lanh 1anh nhv tiéng chuéng vang: “Tat ca
moi ngwoi khi méi dén day déu nhu thé. Trwdc kia Trinh Vé ciing hay bi
lac dwong lam, roi em cling sé quen théi.” Roi ba mim cuwdi va noéi: “Dep
lam!”

“Khong... Khong a... Em van con vung lam nén thwdng xuyén bi
mang.” Mat Dung Kha con do hon.

“Bi mang thi m&i c6 kinh nghiém, em dirng dé trong long.”

“Vang a.”

Ngoc Diép nhin c6 bé dang quy dwdi chan minh, tran gan cham dat,
mot nu cwoi lai nd trén moi ba. Sau do ba quay sang nhin Trinh Vé dang
tréeu choc Dung Kha.

“Pung roi, ta nghe n6i Thai nit quai da chao doi.”

Ngoc Diép thuong khong ¢ trong Bong Lw cung ma hay di day di do,
ngay ca Trinh V€ cling chwa titng dam hoi qua viéc nay.

“Tén co ay la gi?”
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“San Tw.”

“Vay San Tu hién gio dang ¢ dau?”

“Thwa dang canh git xa than moc, khong roi mot budce a.”

Sau khi nghe Trinh Vé bao céo lai, trén d6i méi dé tham Ngoc Diép
ndé mot nu cuoi.

“NU quai rat yéu quy ky 1an ctia minh.”

Trinh Vé mim cuwoi va gat dau.

Ky lan khong cé cha me, vi thé nén nit quai cling gan nhw ngudi me,
6 trach nhiém cham s6c va bao vé ky lan. Tritng nit qudi phat trién dudi ré
xa than moc, khi nodn qual!’ ciia mot ky 1an két tréi, tritng s& nd vao ngay
hém sau va nit quai dy sé canh giit xa than moc muoi thang cho dén khi ky
lan chao doi.

“Lan nay la dyc hay céi?”

Chi moi nit quai biét dugce gidi tinh cta ky 1an nam trong noan qua.

“Ngai dugce goi 1a Thai Ky.”

«(7.»

Con duc goi la ky, con céi goi la 1an, phia trweéc la quéc hiéu cua
vrong quoc dé xac dinh ky lan nay la ctia quéc gia nao, day la mot quy luat
da dugc truyén tir nhiéu doi. Ky cta B6i quoc hién dang dugc hoai thai trén
xa than moc, qudc hiéu cta Déi qudc 1a Thail?, vi thé nén day sé 1a Thai
Ky.

Ngoc Diép gat dau roi di vé phia cay than, Trinh Vé va Dung Kha cti
dau hanh 1€ t6ng tién ba. Va roi khong khi bat dau rung 1én, mot con gié
16n phéng qua nhitng con duong da nho, nhw muén cudn phang di moi thi.
Trwéce khi bon ho kip thot nén 10i, Trinh Vé da bi hat ngd, Dung Kha cling
chi kip thét 1én mot tiéng réi ngd nhoai ra dat. Mot am thanh 16n vang lén,
tat ca cac vach da xung quanh v thanh tirng manh réi lan rong ra khap mé
cung.

“Chuyén gi dang xdy ra thé...?”

Tuy nghe thay tiéng kéu hodng hét cia Dung Kha nhung Trinh Vé
khong thé tra 10i. Pay khong don gian chi la mot con bao hay dong dat binh
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thuwong, néu khong thi qué Bat Quai sang nay da tién doan dwgc n6. Bén
canh do, duédi sy bao hd cta cac than linh, loai thién tai nhw thé khong thé
xdy ra @ Bong Son.

“Xin Huyén quan mau tranh di!”

Trinh Vé nam chat 1ay cac vach da, huéng vé phia nit cha ctia minh.
Nhung Ngoc Diép chi ditng do, nhin thang 1én bau trdi da chuyén thanh
mau do, do ryc nhue bi mot 16p swong mu do bao phu.

“La mot con thuel3l. . .27

Ngoc Diép khong quan tam dén con dong dat dwdi chan, ba chi dirng
lang, nhin vao nhitng luéng sang dang nhdy mua trén bau troi. La mot nit
than, Ngoc Diép c6 thé ditng vitng giita con cuong phong, tuy nhién, Trinh
Vé khong cé thoi gian dé nguwong mo diéu do.

“Thyec...?”

Co c6 thé cdm nhan dugc toan bd khong khi quanh minh dang xoan
vao nhau. V6i moi chuyén dong cua luong khi, 16p swong mu dé trén bau
troi cling di chuyén theo, va ¢ chinh gitta, mot do anh dan hién Ién.

“Lam sao...?”

Vung dat caa thé gidi khac dang dén gan theo con 16c. Nhitng canh
hoa anh tiic mém mai bi gi6 thoi tung lén bau troi, phu day mat Trinh Vé.

“Thai qua... Thai qua dang lam nguy...”

[1] Nodn qua: Qua sinh ra con nguwoi, muon thu va cay co.

[2] P6i quoc duge viét bing chit “Déi’ (&f), c6 nghia 1a ‘tén quy’
trong khi vwong hiéu 1a “Théi’, titc chit “Théi’ (Z=) trong ‘thai binh’, vua
cta BGi quoc dugce goi 1a Thai Vuong va ky lan 1a Thai Ky hoac Thai Lan.
Ca hai chi ‘Déi’ va ‘Thai’ doc theo am Han-Nhat déu la ‘Tai’ nhung viét
khac nhau, day la mot cach chai chi cua tac gia.

[3] Thuc: Mot con bao 16n dem hai khach va son khach dén thé gidi
12 virong quoc.
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1.4 Séan To ndm dudi gde cay 4m wdt réu xanh, ngdn diu 1én nhin trai
cay tren canh, long ngdp tran hanh phuc. Sau muwoi thang, Thai qua sé chin
va chti nhan cta co, Thai Ky, sé ra doi, chi nghi dén giay phut ay thoi cling
dua khién c6 roi nwéc mat vi hanh phc.

Vao cai giay phuc trai tim c6 ngap tran niém vui va long kiéu hanh ay,
vao cai gidy phit ¢6 ngan dau lén nhin noan qua dang téa anh sang vang
lap lanh 4y, cé céi gi d6 bat chgt dién ra. Lic dau, San T ciing khong ro
chuyén gi dang xay ra, khong khi bat chgt xody vao nhau, pha huy tat ca
moi thit xung quanh, r6i mot mang swong mu do xuat hién va che khuat bau
troi. NOi so hdi khién ca ngudi co run 1én, cho dén khi tir ‘thyc’ hién 1én
trong tam tri c6, San T voi vang ditng day, co biét canh cdy mau trang
mong manh ay sé khéng chiu noi con gié 16c hung bao nay. C6 thét 1én va
om chat 1ay nhanh cay, co6 gang ding vitng gitta con cuéng phong. Mai t6c
co bi thoi tung va dinh vao canh cdy, mot phan t6c khong chiu néi con gio
nén da bi giat dit, nhung c6 da khong con tam tri dé quan tam dén sy dau
dén trén dinh dau. Tat ca trai tim c6 déu hwéng dén viéc bao vé Thai qua,
nhung khi nhin l1én nhanh cdy, tredc mat c6 chi 1a nhitng luéng khong khi
moOp meo.

“Théi Ky!”

Con cu6ng phong van quat khap co thé co, luéng khi cang ngay cang
xody nhanh hon, nhw muén ha miéng nuot chirng canh cay.

“Khong!”

Noan qua nho bé téa anh vang ruc rd bi hit di. Nodn qua do dich than
San Tt cham séc va bao vé, nodn qua sé chin sau muoi thang nita va khong
duoc roi canh da bi cudn di nhuw thé.

“Ai do...”

San Tt vuon doéi tay day thuwong tich cia minh 1én, c¢6 gang cttu 1y
noan qua nho bé nhung no chi cang ldc cang troéi xa hon mot cach tuyét
vong.

“Ai d6... Lam on...”
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San Tw dung hét sitc thét 1én nhung nodn qua ¢ dau ngon tay co da
chim vao trong luéng xody va bién mat.

T dau tién San T thot 1én khi ¢6 ra doi la “Théai Ky’ va lan thi hai
co lén tiéng lai 1a tiéng gao thét tuyét vong, khong mot 10i dap tra. Két thic
dén cling nhanh nhw khéi dau, gio day trén cay than da khong con bong
dang cta noan qua téa anh sang vang ryc rd nita, trai cdy duy nhat ay da
hoan toan bién mat.

“San Tw!”

Tiéng goi cua cac tién nit tran vé tir khap noi, moi ngudi déu dang hoi
ha chay vé phia c6, ngudi dén dau tién la Ngoc Diép.

“San Tt...” Ba 6m lay San Tu.

Co0 0a khoc: “Chuyén nay... Sao lai c6 thé xay ra...?”

Ngoc Diép vo vé nit yéu vira méi chao doi, nhe nhang vuot ve mai toc
va than thé day thwong tich cua co.

“Hét lan nay dén lan khac, moi khi ky 1an két qua la chuyén nay lai
xay ra...”

Nt yéu trong vong tay ba van tiép tuc khéc nitc né. Binh thuwong,
trong muoi thang cho dgi tréng ky lan ng, tinh yéu thuvong ctia nit quai
danh cho ky lan la vo cung sau dam, va gio day, nit quai nay da phai tro
mat nhin ky lan bi cu6én khdi vong tay minh, Ngoc Diép c6 thé cdm nhan
dugce noi dau ay.

“Pung lo.” Ba vo vé tam lung cua San T,

“Pirng khdéc, San Tw! Chung ta nhat dinh sé tim lai dwgc Thai Ky.”
Ngoc Diép thi tham, nhw néi vdi chinh ban than minh.

“Ta sé mau chong tra lai Thai Ky cho con.”

“Huyén quan...”

Ba gat dau véGi Trinh Vé, ngudi vira dén.

“Mau triéu tap Chu Tudc bay khap tat ca cac vieong quoc va tim xem
con thyc ay di vé huéng nao.”

“Tuan lénh!”

“Trwéc khi trang 1én, tap hop tat ca cac tién nit lai va mé civa.”

“Tuan lenh, em sé lap tc di ngay.”
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Cac tien nit nhanh chong tan ra, Ngoc Diép nhin lén, nhung cho du ba
nhin di nhin lai bao nhiéu lan thi noan qua cting da bién mat, bé lai canh
cdy tro troi. Con thuyc quét qua phia Tay Hoang Hai da cudn noan qua di vé
huwéng Dong. O Ngii Son, noi dugc linh khi bado vé, noi toa lac Bong Lw
cung, tat ca hoa cé déu da bi pha nat, nhung cac tién nit khong hé quan tam
dén con thyc cé kha nang pha hiy mot vieong quoc ay, ky 1an doi véi ho la
quan trong nhat, con thy'c da dem noan qua chita ky lan chwa chao doi di
dau? Mot con thyc cé kha nang di chuyén gitta hai thé gidi, thé gidi bén
ngoai duwgc goi la ‘Bong Lai’ va ‘Con Luan’, Bong Lai ndm & tan cung thé
gidi va Con Luan & phia bén kia, noi mat troi khong bao gid chiéu dén.
Nhung cho du truyén thuyét nay ding hay sai thi khong ai c6 thé tu tién
vuot qua ranh gidi gitta cac thé gidi ngoai mot con thue va di qua Ngo
Cwong mon, mé ra bang sitc manh mat trang, canh ctta duy nhat két noi hai
thé gidi.

Thé gidi nay dugc bao boc béi Hw Hai, néu con thye nay di vé phia
Pong, Thai qua sé dugc dwa qua Huw Hai, dén tan cung thé gidi, Bong Lai.
Nguoi binh thwong khong thé dén dwgc Bong Lai, nhung cac tién nit thi
khac, theo s hwéng dan ctia Ngoc Diép, nhiéu tién nit da vuot qua Hu Hai
dé tim Thai qud, nhung khéng madt tin tirc nao tré ve.

Va ky lan cua Béi qudc da bién mat nhw thé.

Sau ngay hém 4y, rat nhiéu nguwdi nhin thay bong dang ctia San Tk &
phia Bong Bong Son va Hoang Hai, tiép tuc tim kiém vi chu nhan dang
mat tich cia minh.
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Chuong 11

2.1 Dung Kha nhin thady San T buwdc ra t dwong ham hoa mo tran

chau, cudi dwong ham nay la mot canh dong hoa mo tran chau vdi cé xanh
mém mai, & noi nay, hoa moc ca trén vach da. O bui cdy phia trén, vai
nhanh cay mau trang moc ra, nhuw tha mot 16p man hat giong pha lay cong
vao dong hoa. Khi vach mdy day hoa ra thi Dung Kha thay Séan t¥ dang phi
xubng tir vach da, co lién dat chiéc thung do6 day nwdc Hai Dong tuyén
xuong. Khong nhw con ngudi va ngwa, nit quai c6 thé ty do bang qua cac
tang da ctia mé cung nay bang bon chan. Tuy nhién, viéc nhin thdy San Tw
phi xuéng tir vach da cting la hiém thdy vi San T thwong khong & day.

“San Tt, co vé roi a?”

Khong biét bao nhiéu lan, nit quai nay da vugt qua mé cung da, di vé
hwéng Dong, tim kiém Thai qua bi mat tich, moi khi ra ngoai thi thuwong rat
lau sau mGi trd lai. Nhitng tién nit & Bong Luw cung biét muc dich nhitng
chuyén di ctia c6, San Tt sé tim kiém dén mét nhoai roéi quay vé vdi guong
madt ba pho.

“T6i vira di 1ay nwéc. Co ¢ day nghi ngoi mét chut di.”

Nghe 16i Dung Kha, San T@ ngoan ngoan khuyu bon chan minh
xubng, tha than hinh trang muot 1én dong hoa mo tran chau.

“Lan nay co di 1au that day, dén tan ria Hoang Hai a?”

Néu c6 thé, San Tw da vugt qua Kim Cwong Son & ria Hoang Hai dé
tim ki€m xa hon vé phuwong Dong, tuy nhién c6 mot luét 1é c6 xwa la khong
mot sinh vat song nao c6 thé vigt qua Kim Cwong Son bang duwong bo,
khong ai hiéu vi sao cai luat dy lai duwgc dat ra.

“Udng chat nwdce di.”

Dung Kha ké chiéc thung nwéc vao miéng San T, San T lién uéng
dong nwdc trong vat tir chiéc thung. Nhin San T udng vai ngum nudc roi
ngan dau lén, Dung Kha 1dy ra mét chiéc khan, thdm wdt, nhe nhang vat rdo
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roi dat 1én chan San Tw. Khi cham s6c San T, Dung Kha da nhan ra chan
nit quai nay da phong rop lén.

“Chan sao lai sung dén thé nay?”

R6i c6 bang nhe bon chan nit quai, San Tt nham mat lai, tha 16ng than
minh trén dong hoa ma tran chau, than thé to 16n cta c6 khién nhitng bong
hoa nga rap. Pa 1au lam ro6i, cd dong hoa nay tirng mot lan bi quét sach dén
tan goc ré, khong con bong nao soét lai.

Muoi nam trudc.

“Dé chiu hon chwa? Lan sau dirng di xa nhw thé nita nhé.”

Tuy Séan Tw khong tra 101 nhuwng Dung Kha ciing khong dé tam, San
T van hay nhw thé. Con thwc quét qua Bong Lv cung mudi nam truede
khong anh hudng dén dia hinh Ngii Son nhung bén trong cung va vung dat
bén ngoai thi da thay doi rat 16n. Khi noan qua trén cay than bi cuén dén
noi v6 dinh, ni* yéu nay da khéc hét nwdc mat roi sau do, khéng con ai
nghe thay 10i nao tr miéng c6. Dung Kha lai thdm wét chiéc khan tay réi
can than dat 1én bon chan San Tu.

“Con dau khong? Hay la di ra song ngam chan mot chut?”

Dung Khé d6 dong nwdc da chuyén thanh nwdc am trong thung ra dat.
San T lang 1é ding day va roi di, nhung khong phai di vé phia con song
ma la trd lai xa than mdc. Dung Kha tuy biét nhung ciing khong ngan San
T®, c6 c6 thé hiéu duge tam trang cua San T, Khi dy, Trinh Vé da bao
rang sau khi Thai qua nd, c6 sé dugc phan cham séc ky lan so sinh. Sau khi
trd thanh tién nit, cham s6c Thai Ky la nhiém vu quan trong dau tién ctia co
va cling s€ la lan dau tién c6 nhin thdy mot ky lan, trong 1ong Dung Kha khi
ay tran day ho héi. Va co ciing khong ngd Théi qua lai bién mat nhu thé,
khi dy, co cling da rat that vong. Mat di dita tré ma minh sé nuéi dudng, bo
nguc trén co thé ngwoi cia San Tw da thu lai nhw ngue thiéu nit, bon chan
phia dwdi lic nao cliing do tng 1én vi vugt dam trwong, khong ngirng tim
kiém ky lan bi mat tich.

Ciling nhr San T, trai tim Dung Kha cling trd nén trong rong sau khi
noan qud bi cuén di muwdi nam trede. Tat ca cac tién nit déu cho rang Thai
Ky da mat va xa than moc sé lai nhanh chong két qua, dong nghia vGi viéc
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ky lan da qua doi & mot noi xa la. Tuy nhién, nhitng tién nit van khong tir
bd hy vong. Tt hom do6, San Tt khong nging di vé hwong Bong tim kiém
va trong long Dung Kha khong mot giay phut nao thoi mong mai Thai Ky.
Co0 lu6n cau nguyén cho San T va hoc hoi viéc cham soc ky 1an trong thoi
gian ranh roi, chi cé lam vay, c6 méi c6 thé phan nao giip San T xoa diu
di noi dau trong long. Vi thé nén Dung Kha la tién nit ma San T than thiét
nhat.

Khi Dung Kha xoay nguoi, dinh di 1y thém nwéc thi mot tién nit hoi
ha vach tdm man hoa mo tran chau chay ra.

“Co San T ¢ day khong?”

Dung Kha nhin vé phia San Tt roi di, bong dang da khuat mat.

“Co dy di dén xa than moc r6i.”

“Mau di tim San Tu!”

“Nhung em con phdi 1dy nudc...”

“Pé la 1énh cua Huyén quan.”

Dung Kha m¢& to mat ngac nhién.

“Pa tim dugc tung tich Thai Ky ro6i.”

2.2 Dung Kha v6i vang dudi theo San Tt rdi ca hai ciing chay dén
Bach Long cung. Tat cd cac toa nha & Bong Lu cung déu la cung dién va
den tho. Nho nhitng vach da cao chan gi6 nén khi hdu & Bong Son nay rat
on hoa, khéng néng khong lanh, cac cung dién va dén thd chi can cé mai
che mua la da. Dung Kha men theo con duong nho, virgt qua cac bac thang
va hanh lang d4, hwéng vé phia Bach Long cung. Cung lic dé, Trinh Vé
cling vira chay dén.

“Em dua San T dén roi.” Dung Kha quy xudng trén san nha hinh bat
giac.

Ngoc Diép dang ngoi trén ghé lién gat dau.

Trinh Vé ngan dau 1én: “Em nghe néi da c6 tung tich caa Thai qua.”

“Ky lan ctia Nhan quoc da tim dwgc Théi qua.”

“Vay thi tot qua!”
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Ky tich da xuat hién ngay khi tit ca cac tién nit bat dau tir bé hy vong.
Trong lich sit Bong Son, chwa bao gio c6 thé tim lai dwgc mot ky lan da
mat tich mwdi nam, tat ca ky lan bi cuén dén Bong Lai déu dwgc dwa vé
trong nam nam. Thdi gian muwoi nam dai dang dang nay khién Trinh Vé vo
cung ngac nhién.

Ngoc Diép mim cwdi: “Moi viéc r6i sé on thoi... Sau khi bi cuon dén
Bong Lai, tuy noan qua da trd thanh thai qua, nhung ky 1an van c6 thé cam
nhan dugc sy ton tai cta nhau. Ta da yéu cau ky lan & tat ca cac vuong
quoc dén Bong Lai tim kiém Thai Ky néu cé thé. Cudi cung ciing da cé tin
twe.”

Sau khi noan qua bi con thyc mang di, & thé gidi bén kia, n6 da ky
sinh vao bung mot phu ni* va tr@ thanh thai qua.

“La Dién DPai phu!!! da tim dwoc phai khong a?”

Ngoc Diép dung cay quat che di nu cuoi trén miéng.

“Ta nghe néi Dién Pai phu thwong hay vugt He Hai di Bong Lai, vi
vay néu ai do co6 thé tim lai dwgc Thai qua thi d6 chinh la ngai. Qua nhién
la thé!”

Viéc ky lan c6 thé dén nhitng noi xa x6i von cting khong xa la, nhung
hién gi®, khong ai con quan tam dén diéu ay.

“Dién DPai phu da phat hién ra linh khi ctia ky lan & Bong Lai. Hién
gi®, ky lan duy nhat bi mat tich 1a Théi Ky, chac chan d6 la ngai.”

“Vang a...”

Lan nay, ho sé dem ky lan tré ve.

“Cho nén Huyén quan mdi triéu tap tat ca tién nit...”

Ngoc Diép lién ngat 1oi Trinh Vé: “Khong can.”

“Nhung...”

Ngoc Diép nhin San Tw dang than tho ditng sau Trinh Vé va Dung
Kha, ba dat cay quat Ién ban r6i dwa hai tay ra.

“San T, lai day!”

San T cham rai tién vé phia Ngoc Diép.
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“Ta da tirng hita v6i con rang sé dem Thai Ky trd vé, ta da khong gat
con, phai khong?”

Ba cam lay tay San Tu.

“Xin 16i vi da khién con chg lau dén thé nay.” Ro6i ba vo vé doi tay co.
“Co6 mot canh cong & dudi chan xa than moc. Con mau di di, dung chinh
doi ban tay nay dem Thai Ky tré lai vdi ching ta.”

Do6i mat to tron cua San Tw ngdp tran nwdc mat, nhwng co6 khong khoc
ma chi xoay nguwoi di vé phia ctta. Ngoc Diép nheo mat nhin béng dang San
T dan bién mat réi quay lai cudi v6i Trinh Vé.

“Cudi cung Bong Son cua ching ta cling c6 thé an mirng.”

San Tw chay that nhanh vé goc xa than moc, noi c6 dwoc sinh ra, ¢ dé
c6 mot co gai tré dang ditng chd. Co6 gai chi vé phia vong tron téa sang 1ap
lanh dwdi chan minh. R4t nhiéu tién ni* da tu vé day nhung San T khong
con tam tri nao dé quan tam dén ho, c6 chay thang vé phia ngudi con gai la
mat ay. Xa than mdc moc trén mot tang da 16n bén bo vie, c6 gai ditng ké
mot ré cay phu day réu phong, dwdi chan la mot vong bac, nhung nhin ky
thi d6 khong phai mét chiéc vong ma la mét con ran. Con ran bac hai dudi
dang cudon minh, ngam mot cai dudi cua nd trong miéng, tao thanh mot
vong tron. San T dirng lai, ngwdi con gai 4y nd mdt nu cwoi tuyét dep va
dwa ban tay phai cia minh vé phia San Tw, cai dudi con lai cia con ran
quan lay tay co ta.

“La San T phai khong?”

San Tt hét nhin c6 gai dy lai nhin con ran bac cudn tron dang téa sang
dwéi dat. Chiéc vong rong nhuw mot vong tay, & gitta, anh sang mo ao da tao
thanh mot dwong ham, & cudi dwong ham la mat 16i ra. Tuy chiéc vong rat
nho nhung San T c6 thé nhin thdy nhitng kién tric ky la ¢ bén kia, trong
c6 vé nhr la mot san vuon, & gitta 1a mot luong kim quang. Nhw thé doi voi
co cling du r6i.

Thdi Ky!

San T khong tin vao mat minh, luéng kim quang dy chinh la Thai
Ky.
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“Di di! Nhung cho du c6 chuyén gi xdy ra thi cling khong duwgc budng
tay ta ra!”

San Tw khong biét co gai dy la ai, nhwng gio day c6 cting khong quan
tam. CO6 nam ldy ban tay ctia nguwdi con gai kia roi buéc vao chiéc vong
dang téa sang. Hoi lanh tran vé phia ay, va ¢ cudi con duwong ham la nhitng
bong tuyét dang muda lwgn nhw nhitng canh hoa mo tran chau. Khi vira
bwdc vao luong sang, San T cam thay toan than minh té dai di nhw tr6i lo
Itrng gitta khong gian, c6 gai dy van theo sat sau lwng San Th.

“Ctr di vé phia trudc!”

San T lam theo 10i c6 gai va tiép tuc buéc tGi. Bén cira dwong ham,
c6 vuon tay. Canh vat da hién ro tredc mat co, nhitng bong tuyét tung bay
khap dat troi va mot luéng kim quang téa sang gitta bau khong khi t6i tam.
Khi nhin gan, anh sang ay tu lai thanh bong dang ctia mot ciu bé trai,
nhung trong mat San T, dé chi la mot trdi cdy, la noan qua da bi xé khai
canh cdy muwoi nam truede. Trai cdy nay c6 bé mat mat téa anh vang ruc rd
va chi to vira mot vong tay c0. San T gio nhitng ngon tay minh 1én nhung
c6 khong thé cham vao trai cay ay. Co nam chat tay ngudi con gai phia sau,
nhoai ngudi vé phia luong khi lanh, c6 gang kéo trai cay kia vé phia minh,
va roi co thay né bat dau tréi lai.

Co da cho mong gidy phut nay lau 1am ro6i.

San T 06m chat 1ay trai cdy, né cling tir tir roi vao vong tay co0.

[1] Nhan quéc duge viét bang chit ‘Nhan’ (f§) trong ‘chim nhan’
trong khi quéc hiéu ciia Nhan quéc 1a ‘Dién’ (%E), c6 nghia la ‘kéo dai’.
Chit ‘Nhan’ va ‘Dién’ doc theo am Héan-Nhat déu 1a ‘En’. O day, ky lan
ctia Nhan quéc dugce goi la Dién Ky hoac Dién Pai phu, titc twdc hiéu cua
ky 1an trong triéu dinh.

2.3 Khi cau dén gin canh tay tring, né lién nim 14y c6 tay cau. Trai
nguwgc voi lan da lanh 18o ctia cau, ban tay nay rat &m ap. Lé ra cau chi di
vé phia canh tay kia dé nhin xem c6 ai trén trong khoang trong gitra nha

https://thuviensach.vn



kho vao twong dat khong, nhung khi cau dén gan, canh vat dot nhién thay
do6i. Moi vat xung quanh nhw bi bao pht b&i mot lan nwéc méng, tat ca mo
di roi bién mat. Sau khi bi canh tay kia nam lay, toan than cau nhw bi luc
manh kéo cau vao khong trung. Cau di qua mang swong mu ma khong biét
vi sao minh lam thé, dwdong nhu tiém thitc dang noi véi cau rang do la noi
minh phai dén. Phia trwdc cang lic cang am ap hon, mot lan gié am thoi
dén tr mot noi xa la. Roi cau cam thdy mat dat dwdi chan minh mém di,
nhv di trén may, dang sau c6 ai d6 dang di cung, tay nam chat 1ay ban tay
cau, nhung cau khong nhin rd mdt nguwoi do. Ben kia man swong mu la mot
guwong mat trang stta dang litng thitng budc di nhung cau khéng chac liéu
do6 co phdi la do giac hay khong. Cit di nhw vay mot ldc, réi ban tay kia lai
kéo cau ré qua hwéng khac, tuy khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xdy ra nhung
cau lai khong hé cam thady sg hai, cit ngoan ngoan budc theo ban tay la mat
ay.

Sau mot khodng thoi gian ngan, cudi cung bau nhw cling xuat hién nhw
troi lén tir mdt nwdc, dot nhién nhin thay 4nh mat trdi tda sang ruc rd khién
cau chéi mat. Triwdc mat cau la mot cay dai thu, cau chua tirng thay qua cai
loai cdy mau trang nhu thé nay, trang nhw dugc lam bang kim loai trang.
Than cay rat to nhung cdy lai khong cao, nhitng cang cay trang bac giang
rong ra bon phia. Dwdi goc cay la mot khung canh la lam, nhitng tang da
hinh thu ky quai pha day réu xanh va m6t nhém cac c6 gai an ban ky la.
Nhung ky la nhat van chinh la ngwoi thiéu ni* nita nguwdi nita bao hodc ho
dang nam lay tay cau, gwong mat lanh ling va doi mat to tron véi nhitng tia
nhin bi an 1é ra phdi khién cdu hodng sg, nhung khéng hiéu vi sao thay vi
sg hai, cau lai cam thady d6i mat dy that diu dang.

“Thai Ky...”

Cau khong hiéu lam nhitng 101 cia nguwoi thiéu nit nita ngwdi niva tha
nay, cling nhw viéc day la lan dau tién c6 dy 1én tiéng trong muwoi nam.

“Thai Ky!”

Po6i ban tay mém mai ctia nguwdi thiéu nit diu dang vuot téc cau, doi
mat to tron cda c6 ta tran ngdp nwdc mat. Cau nam lay tay va nhin c6 ta
nhu cai cach van nhin me minh.
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“Chi bi dau a?”

Co ta lac dau, nhv mot nguwdi me mudn tran an con minh.

“Thai Ky? La da tré nay u?”

Giong néi ay khién cdu giat minh nhan ra khung canh xung quanh, khi
chwa biét phai lam thé nao thi mot nguwdi phu nit da dén gan.

“Qua la rat hiém thay.”

“Ba la ai?”

Nguwoi phu nit ngbi xudng ké bén cau.

“Tén ta la Ngoc Diép. My tram nam nay, ta chia titng thdy qua mai
toc nao nhu thé nay.”

ROi ba ta ngan dau lén, dwa may ngoén tay vuot ve toc cau.

“Con la mé6t hac ky. Qua la rat hiém thay.”

“Nhu thé 1a ky la v?” Cau hoéi.

Cau khong néi v6i ngudi phu nit tredc mat ma nhin vé phia thiéu ni
nita nguwoi nira thi dang nam 1ay tay minh. Tuy trong long cting khong hiéu
chuyén gi dang xdy ra, nhung cau biét minh cé thé tin twéng thiéu ni¥ ay.
Co ta im lang lac dau.

“Tat nhién la khong ky la r6i, day la diém lanh!” Ngwoi phu nit trede
madt noi voi cau.

“Con sinh ra & thé gi6i bén kia nén da c6 mot cai tén phai khong? Tuy
nhién, ¢ day, con sé€ la Thai Ky.”

“Thai Ky? Tai sao?”

“Bai vi do 1a luat 18.”

“Noi nay la dau? Con dang @ trong san vuon ma.”

Cau biét nhitng gi dang dién ra qua that khong binh thwong nhwng lai
khong cam thay sg hai.

“Noi nay la Bong Son, tir nay con sé ¢ day.”

“Con... Con khong hiéu.”

“Roi con sé hiéu. Bung roi, day la San T, Bach San T, tit nay c6 ay
sé cham soc con.”

Cau ngan dau nhin thiéu ni* nra ngwdi nira thi ké bén.

“Séan Tu...”
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R0i Ngoc Diép nhin vé phia ngudi con géi bén kia.

“Vinay la Liem bai phu.”

Co géi c6 mai téc vang ruc 1o dang ding ké than cdy mau trang. Khi
nhin theo anh mat ciia Ngoc Diép, cau thdy mot con ran trang dang quan
quanh c6 tay nguoi con gai ay, tao thanh mot chiéc vong tay mau bac. Con
ran ay c6 hai du6i, mét dudi hinh nhw da quan lai thanh chiéc nhan deo trén
ngon tay, cau vo cung kinh ngac nén cting khong ro n6 c6 that hay khong.

“Con hay cam on ngai. Dé gitp San Tt dem con vé, ngai da cho
ching ta muwgn bao vat ctia minh.”

Cau nhin Ién nguoi con gai ¢ mai toc vang ruc rd dang mim cudi roi
nhin San Tw. San T gat dau, cau lién ngoan ngoan cui dau cdm on co ay.

“Xin cam on.”

Nguwdi con géi chi cudi. Ngoc Diép rat hai long, ditng day, dinh xoay
nguoi roi di.

“A, ¢6 Ngoc Diép...”

“Thai Ky, hay goi ta la dai nhan.”

Thai Ky lai nhin San Tw.

“Hay goi Nguwoi la dai nhan.”

Théi Ky gat dau, cau ciing khong hiéu vi sao minh lai hoan toan tin
twong vao San T, cho du ngwdi thiéu nit &y goi cau bang mot cai tén ky la.
Théi Ky, cai tén cau chra nghe qua bao gio nhung lai cam thdy v6 cung
quen thudc, chi bdi vi San T goi cau nhuw thé.

“Ngoc Diép dai nhan... T4t ca nhitng chuyén nay déu that ky la.”

Cau khong biét phai néi thé nao.

Ngoc Diép chi mim cudi nhin cdu: “R6i con sé sém quen th6i. Khong
hiéu gi thi c& héi San T®.”

Cau lai nhin San Tw®, nu cwoi n@ trén moi nhung gwong mat co lai
khong phan chiéu bat ¢t cam xtc gi. Nhung cau biét, San T dang cuwdi vaoi
cau.

“Dal”

Cau nam chat tay San T, San T nhw dap lai bang mot cai nam tay
manh hon.
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2.4 “San T, San T, mau cho ching t6i xem dita tré dy di.”

“Pén day nao, Thai Ky. Ching em sé gitp ngai thay y phuc.”

“Pung voi thay y phuc, uéng nwéc cai da. Ngai cé thich qua dao
khong?”

“Con c6 ca man va lé nira.”

Sau khi Ngoc Diép va ngudi con gai deo chiéc vong tay ky la roi khaéi,
cac tién nit v0i vang quan ldy cau, khién Thai Ky khong biét phai lam thé
nao. Nhitng gwrong mat twoi cwdi va niéem nd chao don cua ho khién cau co
chit sg hai. Cau nam chat tay va nép sat vao San T, trong thay thé, cac
tién nit déu cudi 6 1én.

“Ngai chi thich San Tw thoi.”

“San Tt khong dugc doc chiém ngai dau nhé.”

“Thai Ky, lai day nao.”

Cubi cung, Trinh Vé ciling khong nhin dwgc ma lén tiéng khién trach:
“Cac em that 1a! C¢ thé nay sé khién ngai sg day. Moi ngudi binh tinh lai,
tam thoi cit dé San T cham s6c ngai cai da.”

Sau do, Trinh Vé quay sang Dung Khéa dang ditng bén canh ro6i noi:
“Em dan ngai hoi cung di. Lo Thién cung da chuan bi xong chwa?”

Trinh Vé biét rang Dung Kha da can than chuan bi L6 Thién cung tw
lau, chd ngay Théi Ky tré vé. Dung Kha nhin Trinh Vé day cam kich, voi
vang gat dau. Co6 cham rai budc vé phia Thai Ky roi quy xudng ngang tam
mat cau.

“Chtc mirng ngai tré ve.”

Théai Ky cam thdy vong tay trén vai minh ctia Sdn T@ né6i long ra réi
diu dang day cau dén gan thiéu nit trudc mat.

“Chi la ai?”

“Em la Dung Kha.”

“Dung Kha dai nhan...”

Céc tién nit xung quang lai cudi 6 1én, Dung Kha cling né mét nu
CU0i.
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“Xin hdy c* goi em la Dung Kha. Ngai chi goi Huyén quan la dai
nhan thoi.”

“Huyén quan?”

“La Ngoc Diép dai nhan.”

Théai Ky nhin San T, San Tw@ gat dau, vi vay, cau chap nhan cach
xung ho nay.

“Vay... Dung Kha, chi la ai? Em chi vira dén day, tai sao chi lai bao
em trd ve?”

“Em la mot tién nit & Bong Son, va ngai, Thai Ky, la cha nhan cta
Bong Son nay. Ngai da dugc sinh ra ¢ noi day.”

“Em dugc sinh ra ¢ day?”

“Vang a.” Dung Kha gat dau. “Noi nay chinh la qué hwong cia ngai.”

“Nhung...”

Dung Kha lac dau, ra hiéu cho Thai Ky dirng noi nita.

“B@i vi c6 mot di bién nén ching em da khong tim dwgc ngai sém hon
khi ngai bi cuén dén thé gigi bén kia. Ching em da tim kiém ngai t lau
lam r6i.” Guwong mat twoi cwoi cia Dung Kha thoang buén. “Ching em da
rat lo lang khong biét ngai song thé nao. Nhung on trdi, cudi cung ngai
cling da trd vé, ching em da mong chd ngay nay tir 1au lam r6i. Thai Ky,
chao mirng ngai tré vé!”

Thai Ky ngap ngung nhin Dung Kha. Vay ra cau khong phai con rudt
ctia cha me minh uw? Néu qua that 1a nhw thé thi gio cau da hiéu ra moi
chuyén, vi sao ba ndi ghét minh va vi sao lic nao cau ciing cam thay lac
16ng, ngay ca gitta gia dinh minh. Cau biét moi nguwdi déu khong thich
minh, vi thé nén cdu da ludon c6 gang dé dugc yéu quy hon, nhung bat ké
cau lam thé nao thi ciing luén c6 mot khoang cach gitra cau va nhitng nguoi
khac trong nha. Nhw nhitng dita tré khac, cau da cho rang minh khac moi
nguoi, nhung khong ngd rang nhitng suy nghi dy déu la that.

“Vay... San T la me rudt cuia em?” Cau hét nhin San Tw lai nhin
Dung Kha nhung ca hai déu lac dau.

“San Tt l1a bay t6i cua ngai, c6 dy ton tai la vi ngai. Con em la mot
tién ni¥, nhiém vu ctia em la gitip ngai lam may viéc lat vat khi ngai & Bong

https://thuviensach.vn



Son.”

“Vay me rudt cua em la ai?”

Dung Kha nhin 1én nhanh cay trén dau: “Ngai dugc sinh ra ti* qua cia
cdy than nay. La an ditc cia Thién Dé.”

Thai Ky cling ngan dau lén nhin cai cdy mau trang. Trén canh hién
khong c6 qua nao, nhung dén ca hoa la ciing khong c6. Cau van con nhiéu
diéu chwa hiéu vé sy song, vi thé nén cau hoan toan tin vao nhitng diéu
Dung Kha néi. Cau twéng twgng rang khi dén mua trai, nhitng canh cay nay
sé nang triu nhitng qua to, bén trong la nhitng dia tré nhu cau. Cai cach tré
con & day dugc sinh ra cling that ky la, cau biét minh khac nguwoi, dén cai
cach ra doi cling khac nguoi.

Ra vay.

B&i vi cau khong phai con rudt cia me nén ba noi ghét cau, cau la mot
ganh nang cho me. B&i vi cau duwgc mot cai cay sinh ra nen khong dwgc cha
me va ba ndi yéu thuong.

Ra minh khong c6 ba me. Tuy ciing hiéu Idm, nhung dung la minh
khong co ba me.

Nhitng y nghi nay c6 vé ky quac nhung cau lai hoan toan tin chung,
bdi vi doi véi cau, ching hop 1y va giai thich dwoc vi sao gia dinh khong
yéu thwvong cau. Chang qua la, chiing khién cau cam thay rat buon.

“Sao vay?”

Nghe tiéng Dung Khd, Thai Ky v0i vang khép miéng lai r6i lac dau
lién tuc. San Tt kéo cau lai gan hon nhw muén vo vé, vi thé nén cau lai nép
minh hon vao San Tu.

Gio thi minh da hiéu, minh khéng phdi con rudt ctia ba me.

Nhitng ky tc tré thwd nhé lai tran vé. Ba noi tirc gian, ba thi qué trach,
cho du cau c6 gang thé nao thi cling khong lam ho hai long. Moi khi cai
nhau vdi ba hay ba noi, me thuong ldng 1€ tron trong nha tam khoc nitc né.
Ngay céa dita em nhé ciing c6 thé mang cau.

“Da nho nay...” Thay gido tré ctia cdu noéi. “N6 khong chiu choi
cung ban cung 16p, t6i khong biét phai lam sao.”
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Me nhin cdu bang 4nh mat bat lyc: “Tré con dén tudi nay ma khong cé
ban thi ding la van dé nghiém trong.”

Ba ndi cong c4i moi day nép nhan ctia minh 1én, t6 vé khong hai long:
“Tai sao khong cé dita nao mudn lam ban vGi n6?”

“Xin me dirng noi thé. Cé thé nhitng diva khac da c6 1ap né.”

“CoO néi cai gi ha? Do 1a do nhan cach cta né cé van dé. Lam thé nao
ma ngay ca mot dira ban cling khong c6 chi?”

“Anh hai 1a d6 nhat gan nén chang ai mu6n chgi véi anh.”

“May im di. B&i vi me may chiéu tui bdy qua nén méi chang ra thé
thong gi thé nay. Cai nha nay ma lai sinh ra mdy dita nhv tui bay sao?”

“Me...”

Sau khi trach mang mot hoi, cu6i cung ba noi két luan tat ca déu la do
me. Vi thé nén me lic nao ciing tron trong nha tam ma khéc niéc né.

“Sao no lai ra thé nay ch¥?” Ba thuwong nhin cau thd dai, cdu ciing
khong biét phai tra 10i thé nao.

“Con c6 thé cu xt cho ra hon mot chiat khong? Cir dé ba ndi phai
mang mai.”

Cau chi biét xin 10i.

“Ctt moi lan ba n6i mang con la mang ca ba.”

Cau ciing chi biét xin 16i.

“Tat ca déu tai anh hai, 1an nao cé em ciing bi mang.”

Cau chi biét xin 16i, khong ngtrng xin 10i.

Cho du cau c6 gang dén thé nao thi cling khong thé cai thién dwoc moi
quan hé nay. Chinh cau cting khéng hiéu vi sao, nhwng cau biét rang minh
chi dem dén nhitng diéu khong tot cho cai nha nay, néu khong c6 cau, gia
dinh nay chac han sé rat hanh phic.

Cubi cung thi minh da hiéu.

Cau khong giong ho.

Minh vén khéng phdi nguai trong nha.

Nhung mo6i khi nghi vé gia dinh minh, cdu van cam thay am ap, cau
rat nhé ba me, ba ndi va dita em nhé. C6 1é néu c6 gang hon mot chut thi
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moi chuyén sé thay doi, khong ai sé con phdi titc gian hay khoéc 16c vi cau
nira.

Nhung minh khong thé tré ve.

Nghi dén chuyén nay, nidc mat cau dot nhién trao ra, nhung do6 khong
phai l1a nhitng giot nwéc mat nhd nha ma la nhitng giot nwdc mat gia biét.
Cau biét minh sé khong bao gio trd vé noi dy nita.
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Chuong I1I

3.1 “Nguoi da day chua?”

Nghe tiéng San T, Thai Ky dui mat r6i cham rai mé ra, nhin 1én tran
nha. Tran nha dwgc lam bang da trang kham hoa tiét, & bon géc tuwong la
bon con chim khac tir da ngii sac, xung quanh la hoa van cung mot vong
tron.

“Po la chim gi vay?” Cau chi vao mot trong nhitng con chim trén goc
twong.

“La...”

C6 vé San Tt cling khong biét nén cau chi r mot tiéng. That ra cau
cling khong muén biét né la con gi, chi la bat chgt nhé lai chuyén minh da
kh6c hém qua nén cé chit xau hé.

“Bay gio la may gio r6i?” Cau nhin San Tt.

Noi nay la mot gian phong nhd, nhé hon ca phong hoc cua cau ¢ nha.
Trén giwvong la mot chiéc chan méng théu hoa rat dep, ba mat giap twong
déu chen dém, phia trén bitc twong trang dinh nhiéu phién da nhd, tréng
nhu nhitng phién 14 trén mot than cay to. Mot mat cta can phong khong c6
twong ma dwgc phu bang nhiéu 16p réem day dang dwoc cudn lén, bén kia
nhitng tdm man ctta, San T dang ding do, dau nghiéng qua mot bén co
chut khé khan.

“Vay gio ta phdi lam gi? Co phai dén truong khong?”

Thai Ky biét rang cudc séng cua cau da c6 mot sy thay doéi 16n, khong
con la cai cudc séng thwong nhat trede day, thive day sau tiéng chudng bao
thitc, thay dong phuc, rira mat, an sang roi di hoc.

“Ta phai lam gi?” Thai Ky lap lai.

“Khong phai lam gi cd.” San T lac dau. “Ngudi da mudn day chwa?”

Cau héi ay c6 nghia la cau cé quyén ngu tiép hodc roi giwong, chi la
cau khong ro do la mot dac quyén tam thdi hay moi viéc vé sau sé luén nhw
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vay.

“Ta day.”

Khi Thai Ky ngoi day, cau thdy can phong nho nay cao hon nén nha
xung quanh mot bac. Sau 16p rém day la canh ctta kéo kham hoa van, bén
kia 1a mGt can phong khac, cau to mo xem xét can phong nhé réi nhin sang
phong ngoai. Hom qua, cau da khoc rat nhiéu nén khong khoi cdm thay cé
chut xau ho roi nga thiép di, ai d6 da dem cau vé phong nén mai dén sang
nay cau mdi nhin n6 rdé hon. Can phong nay nhu khién long ngwoi diu lai
trong khi phong bén kia trong c6 vé nhw rat tién nghi, thay cho cac bitc
twong la nhitng tang da xép chong 1én nhau, bén ngoai la vach da phu day
réu xanh. Anh sng téa 1ap lanh xudng nhitng by virc khién tod nha nhu
cling phang phat anh xanh réu, nhitng bong cay, bui cé trén twong da moc
ca vao trong phong khién khong khi rat dé chiu.

San T buéc vao, mang theo mdt thung nwdc nho, c6 dat chiéc thung
1én ban va goi Thai Ky dén, Thai Ky voi rdi giwvong va dén cho San T.

“Chao buoi sang.”

San T mim cwdi r6i bdo Thai Ky ng6i xudng, cau lién vang 16i. Trén
ngwoi tuy hién khong mac quan ao nhung ciu cling khong cam thay kho
chiu, San T, Dung Kha cung nhitng tién nit & day déu an ban rat ky la,
trang phuc & day han khong giong & nha. Cau cling khong cam thdy lanh
hay néng, thdi tiét ¢ noi nay dwong nhu dang vao mua ly twéng nhat. Tuy
c6 doi chit xau ho khi dugc d6i xr nhw tré nho, nhwng cau van khong quan
tdm lam. San T® dem chiéc thung nwdc ra ngoai ré6i mang y phuc vao,
chiing trong giong kimono ba ndi van hay mac. Trong khi mdc quan 4o vao
cho cau, San Tt van im lang, Thai Ky nghi c6 1é c6 von it n6i, nhing cau
lai khong cam thay sg hai. Sau khi an mac gon gang, San T dat tay cau
qua can phong bén canh, trén chiéc ban gitta phong, bita sang da dwoc
chuan bi, Dung Kha dang ditng bén canh ban.

“Chao budi sang, chi Dung Kha.”

Dung Kha cling cuwdi rang rd: “Chao budi sang. Bém qua ngai nga cé
ngon khong?”

“Rat ngon. Dung Kha da chuan bi bita sang cho em a?”
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“Khong a, mot tién nit khac cé trdch nhiém ndu nwéng gidp ngai.”

Thai Ky nhin Dung Kha ngac nhién: “Vay la cling c6 mot nguoi khac
quét don u?”

“Vang a. Nao, mau an di kéo ngudi.”

Thai Ky c6 cam giac nhw minh da tré thanh con nha giau du cau cling
khong rd ngudi giau séng ra sao. Dung Kha dat vao tay cau mot doi diia
trang dai. Nhitng mén an trén ban déu la nhitng th¢ cau chwa thay qua bao
gio, Thai Ky chi biét nhin San Tt va Dung Kha.

“Hai nguoi khong an a?”

“San Tt khong can an con em thi da an r6i.”

“Nhung m6t minh em lam sao ma an hét cho nay?”

Bao nhiéu la dia thirc an 16n nhé duge bay 1én ban.

“An khong hét ciing khong sao a.”

“Bai vi em dady mudn nén moi nguwoi déu da an ca réi phai khong?”

Dung Kha mim cwoi: “San T von khong can an uong, ma cho du cé
thé thi dia vi cling khong cho phép c6 dy an cung ngai.”

Théi Ky bu6n rau nhin chiéc ban day thirc an khi nghe dén tir ‘dia vi’,
cau khong hiéu lam y ctia Dung Kha.

“Néu em day sém hon thi moi nguoi cling khong thé cung an u?”

“Thwa khong a.”

Thai Ky bdi réi nhin nhithg mén an trén ban: “Tai sao?”

“Béi vi do la luat 1€ ¢ day, nhung...”

“Nhung sao?” Thai Ky ngan dau 1én nhin Dung Kha.

“Chi 1a hoi ky la mot chat, bai vi...” Dung Kha c6 gang tim mot cach
giai thich hop ly.

“Néu cac chi phat em phai an mot minh vi da ddy mudn thi em con
hiéu, nhung & day c6 rat nhiéu ngudi ma em la ngwdi duy nhat ngoi an thi
rat ky cuc, cung nhau an nhat dinh sé ngon hon.”

“Vay thi...” Dung Kha thi tham r6i mim cuwdi, c6 gat dau, sau do noéi
vong ra goc phong, duwong nhuw sau tdm binh phong con mot gian phong
nira.

“Moi ngudi nghi tay mot ty nhé, hau ha Thai Ky dung bira!”
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3.2 Sau bita diém tdm, Dung Kha din Théi Ky ra ngoai di dao. Nim
lay tay San Tw, canh sac tuyét dep bén ngoai khién cau sitng so. Toa nha
nay hoan toan khong c6 twong rao, ctra chinh ciing nhu ctra s6, tat ca ctra
vao chi ddt may tdm binh phong ngan cach. Mot bac tam cdp dan xudng
mot con duwong nhé hon, khong c6 san veon cling nhe cong 16n. Moi noi
déu dugc noi véi nhau béi nhitng bac tam cap, mot mat gidp vach nii cao
dén noi Thai Ky phdi ngan dau 1én mgi nhin thdy bau troi. Nhitng con
dwong nhé dan vé nhiéu hwéng khac nhau trong rat ngoan ngoeéo, lot thom
gitta nhitng vach nti nhw nam gitta hai toa nha cao, cung dién dang sau nhw
chim vao trong nhitng vach da choc troi.

“Noi nay that ky la...” Thai Ky thot 1én.

“Vay sao?” Dung Kha chi cuoi.

“Pay la noi nao?”

Dung Kha cti dau néi: “Pay la Bong Son.”

“Y em khong phai thé...” Thai Ky suy nghi mét chit, cau ciing khong
biét phai ndi thé nao.

“Noi ndy chic hin 1a rat xa nha em phai khong? Y em 1a xa dén thé
nao? NoO ¢ vung nao cua Nhat Ban, hay la & nwéc ngoai.”

Du ngdn ngit & day rat quen thudoc nhung moi thi déu khién cqu cam
thdy day khong phai Nhat Ban.

“Hay la em da dén mot thé gidi khac ro6i?” Nhu trong mot quyén sach,
nhitng dia tré di xuyén qua chiéc ti quan 4o va dén mot thé gidi khaclll,

Dung Kha hoi boi roi: “Co 1€ 1a thé...”

“Vay a...”

Moi thit ¢ day déu that ky la. TreGc mat cau, ching déu rat that nhung
lai khac xa thé gigi that ma cau tirng song. Cau ¢ gang nghi xem cai ‘that’
& day la thé nao va cai ‘that’ von ra sao, nhung cang nghi moi thit cang roi
ram hon, cudi cung, cau thé dai mot tiéng réi quyét dinh cho qua viéc nay.

“0 day c6 noi ndo bing phing khong?”

“C0 a, xin di cung em.”
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Sau khi di dwgc vai buwéc, Dung Kha quay lai nhin toa nha dang sau va
néi: “bo la Lo Thién cung, noi & cua ngai.”

“Vay do la nha em?”

“Vang a. Sau mot thoi gian, ngai thich ché nao hon thi c& néi véi
ching em.”

“Vay em c6 thé doi cho & u?”

Dung Kha cudi khic khich: “Tat nhién ro6i, ngai la chi nhan cia Bong
Lu cung nay ma. Ngai co thé & dau tuy thich.”

Thai Ky nghiéng dau, té vé khong hiéu lam. Ho men theo nhitng con
dwong chan chit nhv mé cung va dén mot doan doc nhe cat mot cira dwong
ham.

“That ra, c6 may chuyén em khong hiéu lam...”

“Thwa chuyeén gi a?”

“Noi nay... la Bong Luv cung phai khong?”

“Vang a.”

“Tai sao em lai la cht nhan cua noi nay?”

Théi Ky cam thdy vo cung ky quac, cho du la Dung Kha, San Tt hay
bat ky tién nit nao ¢ day cling déu 16n tu6i hon cau, nhat la Ngoc Diép, ba
rat uy nghi, lam sao cau lai c6 thé la chu nhan cua ho dwgc? Nhin thé nao,
chuyén nay cting hoan toan vo ly.

Dung Kha cwoi guong: “Baoi vi ngai la mot ky 1an?”

“Ky lan la gi?”

“Ky lan dugc sinh ra tir cay than ngai da thdy hom qua.”

Mot tia suy nghi chot hién ra trong dau cau: “Vay cling c6 nhitng dita
tré khac dugc sinh ra nhu em phai khong?”

“Vang, con muoi mot vi nita.”

“Bao gom ca em la muwdi hai?”

“Vang, Liém Dai phu ngai da gap hom qua cting la mot ky lan.”

“La chi deo chiéc vong ky la u?”

“Vang.”

“Em c6 thé gdp lai chi dy duwgc khong?”

Dung Kha lac dau: “Liém Pai phu da vé nudc r6i.”
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Théi Ky cam thay nudi tiéc, néu hom qua khéng khoc nhiéu nhw vay
roi ngu thiép di thi c6 1€ cau da dugc tro chuyén cung Liém Dai phu roi.

“Con nhitng ky lan con lai dau? Em gap ho dugc khong?”

Dung Kha cuoi: “Céac vi dy déu hién dang & vuwong quoc ctia minh.
Néu xudng nui thi cé 1€ ngai sé gap ho.”

“Xubdng nui?”

“Ngai sé lia chon mot qudc vuong roi roi khoi Bong Son.”

“Quédc vuong? O day c6 vua a?”

“Vang, va do sé la chu nhan cua ngai.”

“Chu nhan?”

“Ky lan lwya chon va phung sy quéc virong. Bong Son sé cham séc ky
lan cho dén khi ngai hoan thanh viéc dy.”

Ra vdy! Thai Ky nghi. Nhu vay sau nay, cau sé phdi lam viéc cho qudc
vuong, con nguwoi dé ra sao thi sau nay mdi biét. Nhuwng tredc dé, cau sé &
Bong Son, song mdt cudc song nhw tu hanh. Nghi dén d6, cau hiéu duoc
mot chit nhitng chuyén dién ra tir hom qua dén gio.

“Em lam dwgc viéc quan trong dén thé u?”

Dung Kha thé dai r6i mim cwoi: “Tat nhién! Bdi vi ngai la mot ky
lan.”

“Vay ky lan phdi lam viéc cho quéc virong?”

“Vang a.”

“Nhirng ky lan khac cting vay?”

Dung Kha gt dau roi bat dau giai thich: “Co tat cd muwoi hai virong
quoc, moi veeong quoc déu c6 mot quoc veong va mot ky 1an phung sw
quoc vuong ay.”

“0...”

“Nhung hién nay chi méi c6 muwdi mét quoc veong thoi. Ngoi vi ciaa
vuong qudc & cuc Bong Bac, BGi quoc, hién da bo trong dwge muwdi nam.
Viéc lia chon quoc virong ¢ nudc dy van chira duge tién hanh.”

“Vay gio ky lan ctia Béi quéc dang & dau?”

Dung Kha mim cuwdi nhin Thai Ky: “Thi ¢ day chit dau.”

“La em u?”
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“Vang, ngai la ky lan ctia Bdi quoc, vi thé nén ngai dwgc goi la Thai
Ky. Ngai sé lira chon mot quoc veong cho virong quoc cuia ngai, do 1a trach
nhiém ctia mot ky lan.”

Théai Ky mé to mat: “Em c6 thé quyét dinh chuyén quan trong dén thé
sao?”

Dung Kha gat manh dau: “Pay la viéc ma chi ngai mai c6 thé quyét
dinh... Ah, dén vuon dau tam roi.”

[1] Nhitng 10i nay ngu y chi bo tiéu thuyét “Bién nién sit Narnia”
(The Chronicles of Narnia) cua tac gia C.S. Lewis. Trong phan dau tién
cta bo tiéu thuyét nay, “Su t&, mu phu thiay va chiéc tu quan 4o0”, bon dita
tré nay Pevensie da di qua mdt chiéc ti quan 4o cii va dén thé gidi Narnia.

3.3 Thai Ky nhanh chéng thich tng véi cudc séng ¢ Bong Son vai
nhitng thit trang phuc va tap quan ky la cing nhitng bita an chay. Tuy rang
cling c6 nhiéu ché khong hiéu, nhung cau van con bé nén ciing khong suy
nghi nhiéu, nhat la véi cudc séng khong chit phién ndo va khé khan nay,
cau dén nhan moi thit rat ty nhién. Chi c6 mét diéu duy nhat khién cau lo
lang la tir khi dén dén day, dung mao cau da hoan toan thay doi, nhitng tam
guwong khong con phan chiéu gwong mat tredc day ctia cau nita. Cau von
cling khong hay ngam nhin minh trong gwong nén ciing khong r6é cho nao
da thay doéi, nhung hinh dong phéan chiéu trong gwong cit nhv mét nguoi
hoan toan khac. Cau cling khong ro vi sao, nhung cau biét sau khi roi khai
dwong ham swong mu, cau da bién thanh bo dang nay.

Hién gio, Thai Ky da hoan toan hiéu ro vai tro cia minh & Bong Son.
Nhitng tién nit lam moi thi, con cau chi viéc thitc day va di ngu dung gio.
MOoi sang khi thitc day, cau khong phai lam gi ca, chi viéc di vong quanh va
tro chuyén cung cac tién nit dé hiéu ro hon vé Bong Son, do cling chinh la
bai tdp ctia cau. Nhitng tién nit hét 1ong cham s6c va yéu thuwong cau, lic
nao ciling hoi han, lo lang cho cau.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Luc dau em ciing hoi lo mot chat...” MGt tién nit vira néi vira trai
quan &o 1én dong hoa nhai, vép hwong hoa thom vao nhitng sgi vai. “Du gi
cling chwa tirng c6 ky 1an nao song ngoai Bong Son dén tan mwoi nam thé
nay.”

Dung Kha cling vira phoi quan 4o vita lang nghe cac tién nit tro
chuyen.

“Nhung cho du ¢ ngoai Bong Son bao lau thi ky lan ciing van la ky
lan, ngai khong bao gio thay doi.”

«(7.»

Nhitng tién nit khac vira gdp quan do vira cuoi dua, tat ca déu da thom
ngat hvong hoa nhai.

“Nhung ngai 16n 1én & Bong Lai nén cling hoi ky la. May ma nhitng
viéc ay ciling khong dén noi.”

Dung Kha chong tay ngang hong, néi: “Sao cac chi lai n6i ngai ky 1a?
Ngai dé gan hon tat ca nhitng ky lan khac dwgc sinh ra va 1én 1én & Bong
Son nay nhiéu. Lé ra ching ta nén vui mitng m@i phai.”

Cac tién nit déu cwoi 6 1én: “Dung Kha qua that rat yéu thich Thai Ky
a nha!”

“Vay thi sao?”

Tat cad cac tién nit déu vay quanh Dung Khda, nhitng tdam vai mua
quanh c6 nhw mét vii diéu. Bat chgt, m6t nu cwoi khac vang 1én khién ho
tan ra.

Trinh Vé ciling khong khoi bat cudi: “Thoi nao, dirng tréu Dung Kha
ntta.”

Nhitng tién nit @ Bong Son déu la nhitng thiéu ni hoat bat. Nhiém vu
cta ho la cham séc ky lan, va moi khi ky lan khong cé mat thi ho c6 thé
dua gion, nhat la trong treong hgp nay, trwdc khi tim thay ky lan, moi
nguoi déu rat buoén, nhung nay ky 1an da dugce dwa vé, khong ai khong vui
mung. Tat nhién khong phéi lic nao & Bong Son ciling c6 ky lan, that ra,
thoi gian thiéu vang ky lan von nhiéu hon khi ching ¢ day. Moi khi khong
c6 ky lan, cac tién nit van di 1ay nudc, gidt quan 4o va lam may viéc lat vat
khéac, tat cd moi viéc déu khéng c6 muc dich nén ho ciling thiéu han di su
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nhiét tinh. Nhung gio day, trén nudi ¢6 ky lan nén cac co6 déu rat vui mirng.
Ho rat yéu quy ky lan, nhat la d6i v4i chu ky 1an nhé bé nay. That ra, khong
ai cdi nhao Dung Kha vi yéu thich Thai Ky ca, bdi vi tat ca hon nam muoi
tién nit & day cling déu rat yéu quy cau. Moi nguoi tréu choc Dung Kha chi
vi c6 chut ganh ti khi c6 dugce gan giii Thai Ky nhiéu hon.

“Chi Dung Kha!” Mot giong néi trong vat va ngdy tho vang lén tw
phia xa.

Tat ca cac tién nit déu dirng tay nhin vé hvdng dé, Thai Ky dang buéc
xuong mot con dwong, chay vé phia dong hoa.

“Cho em tron véi! Cho em trén v@i!” Thai Ky vira thd hon hén vira
chay dén tron phia sau Dung Kha.

“Thai Ky chi thich Dung Kha thoi.”

“Em da n6i roi ma!”

Céc tién nit cudi 6 1én roi dung quan do bao boc cau lai. Cai than hinh
nho bé ctia cau cung Dung Kha bi quan chat gitta nhitng tam vai wét dam
huwong hoa nhai. Cac tien ni lai cwoi khac khich, cung Iic do, mot hinh
béng xudt hién tr phia xa, San Tw dang phi xudng tir vach d4, cac tién nir
lién chi vé phia Tay.

“San Tw, ngai ¢ bén kia kia.”

“Thai Ky chay vé phia ay ay.”

“Luc nay toi c6 dung phai ngai.”

Bo6 madc 10i néi cua céc tién nit, San T van tién vé phia Dung Kha roi
nhe nhang g& bé 16p quan 4o dang quan l1dy Thai Ky, dé 16 ra chdm t6c cta
cau.

Théi Ky nhin 1én r6i thé dai: “Lai bi bat r6i.”

ROi cdu ng6i xuéng, 6m 1ay chan trudc San Tk, co6 trd may bd quan ao
lai cho céc tién ni r6i diu dang xoa dau cau. Céac tién nit déu cuoi dua rat
vui ve.

“Ngai khong tron duge San Tt dau.”

“Em biét.” Hai ma cau trng dé lén.

Cau dva vao chan tredc San T, khién chiéc c6 do bung ra. Moi nguai
lai cwdi 0 1én, Thai Ky dang yéu hon bat c ky 1an nao céc tién nit & day da
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titng cham soc, cau la ky 1an ma ho yéu thich nhat. Dung Kha ciing vira
mim cuwoi vira chinh trang lai dau toc Thai Ky. Téc cau da dai ra so véi khi
mdi day, nhitng giot m6 hoi khién ching bét lai v6i nhau va dinh vao mat
cau, Dung Kha diu dang g& chiing ra. Phan 16n ky lan déu cé mai téc vang
ruc 18, hay chinh xac hon la bom chtt khong phai téc, tuy nhién, Thai Ky
lai c6 mai téc den bong nhu sat thép nong chdy. Cau khong giong nhitng ky
lan khéac, diéu nay cang khién cac tién nit cang yéu quy cau hon.

“Pi tam nao! Pén gio an roi.”

Dia vi cua ky 1an cao quy hon cac tién nit, nhung viéc hang ngay cham
soc ky lan khién cac tién nit cam thay ky lan nhw diva con cta ho, vi thé nén
giong diéu cta ho cling it kinh trong hon, ngay ca Bich Ha Huyén quan
Ngoc Diép ciing thé nén khong thé trach dugc ho.

“May ma vira c6 quan 4o dé thay. Ching em treo ching & day roi quay
lai don ngai sau nhé.”

“Vang a.” Thai Ky gat dau roi ditng day. “San T, di nao.”

Cac tién ni¥ vita croi vira nhin San T nam tay Thai Ky roi di.

“Nguoi yéu quy Thai Ky nhat chinh la San T.”

“Pung vay!”

Nhung khong mot ai trong cac tién nit t6 vé ganh ti, bai vi San T va
cac tién ni* hoan toan khac nhau, San Tt chi tén tai vi Thai Ky. Tat ca moi
nguwoi déu rat vui béi vi ai gap Thai Ky truwde thi sé duwgc an t6i cing cau,
dé la luat bat thanh van m@i ctia Bong Son nay.

3.4 Dung Kha thu thap lai quan 4o khé, chon 14y nhitng y phuc da
thom hwong nang va hoa nhai cho Thai Ky r6i di vé phia bd séng. Co men
theo thac nwdc bén canh Lo Thién cung, vira dén khic quanh da nghe thay
tiéng cuwoi trong vit. O bo séng, Thai Ky dang dua giom véi cai dudi cta
San T, hét tréi 1én roi lai ngup xudng nuwdc. Moi khi Thai Ky bat duoc cai
du6i, San Tt lai kéo n6 lén, dady Thai Ky 1én mat nwéc roi dap cai bom
xuong nwdc. Lic dd, cau thady Dung Kha dang vira di dén vira vay tay.

“Em dén dén ngai day.”

“Cam on!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Mot tién nit khac dang can than chuan bi quan ao bén bg séng, khi
Thai Ky 1én bg, tién nit &y voi vang lau minh cho cau trong khi mot tién nir
khac gitp cau mac quan éo.

“Em tv mac dwgc ma.”

“Clt dé chung em, du gi ngai cling dau tw minh lau khé lung dwgc.”
Tién nit 4y vira néi vira can than lau khoé nguoi cau.

Thai Ky c6 chit nguwgng ngung, tat ca tién nit déu vay lay cau. Trong
khi mét tién ni* khac mac quan do cho cau thi Dung Kha gitp cau lau kho
toc.

“Em nghi thé nay dugc r6i.”

“Nhung toc ngai chua kho.”

Théai Ky kéo may lon téc ra khéi 4o, mai téc cdu gio day da chuyén
sang mau den anh bac.

“Téc em dai qua r6i.”

“Van con ngan lam!”

Théi Ky ngac nhién nhin Dung Kha: “Vay em phai dé dai dén khi
giong con gai sao?”

“Thuong thi sé dé dai cho dén khi n6 khong dai ra nita. Ching em sé
chdi gon giup ngai.”

“Em cat toc dugc khong?”

“Néu khéng muon tréd nén xau xi khi bién hinh thi chiing em sé cat
cho.”

“Bién hinh?”

Dung Kha giap Thai Ky chai mai toc con won uot.

“Ngai la mot ky lan, tat nhién la ngai cé thé bién thanh ky 1an r6i.”

“La bién thanh dong vat u?”

“Vang.”

Thai Ky bat dau suy ngam, cau biét minh la mot ‘ky lan’, nhung truéc
gid cau chi cho rang dé la cach goi nhitng nguwdi nd ra tr qua cay than,
nghe Dung Kha no6i thé, cau khéng khoi hoang mang.

“Vay em la thu...”
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Cau trd nén bodi roi, du rang con nguwdi cling la mot loai dong vat
nhung chuyén nay c6 y nghia hoan toan khac.

“Vang.”

“Néu vay, Liém Dai phu em gap ldc tredce cling la tha sao?”

“Tat nhién.”

[Ghi chu: O dady, trong tiéng Nhat, ‘ky lan’ duoc goi la ‘kirin’, dong
am voi ‘huou cao c6’. Von dugc nubi dudng va Ién 1én & Nhat Bdan nén
Thdi Ky nghi moi nguoi dang noi dén con huou cao co trong khi thdt ra la
linh thu ky lan. Vi vdy, ttr doan héi thogi nay tré di, nguoi néi mét ddng,
nguoi hiéu mot néo. ]

Théi Ky cam thay con kho hiéu hon, cau sé bién thanh con hwou cao
cd nhw ngudi s6i bién hinh sao? Nguoi bién thanh séi thi khong ky la 1am,
nhung bién thanh con hwou cao c6 chac chan sé trong rat ky cuc. Lic nay,
cau van chwa hiéu ro ky lan la sinh vat nhuw thé nao.

Trinh V& mim cuwdi nhin gwong mat boi réi cia Thai Ky roi khé tha
dai: “La do ngai chwa titng bién than thoi. Mai téc ctia ngai von khong phai
toc ma la bom.”

Thai Ky gat dau, huou cao ¢6 cling c6 bom. Trinh Vé vay tay, ra hiéu
cho Théi Ky di vé phia minh r6i nhe nhang xoa tran ciu, bong nhién Thai
Ky cam thay v6 cung kho chiu.

“Kho chiu 1am phai khong?”

Nghe Trinh Vé néi thé, Thai Ky voi vang dung tay che di cai tran, qua
1a c6 kho chiu.

“D¢ chinh la strng, chiéc strng rat quan trong déi véi mot ky lan. Khi
em cham vao tradn ngai, ngai da rat kho chiu, ding khéng?”

“Pung la c6 mot chut...”

“Khong can phai xau ho, ky 1an khong thich ai cham vao sttng minh
cd. Khi 16n thém mot chat, ngai sé con khé chiu hon, ngai sé khong mudn
ai dung vao strng minh cd, cho du dé la San Tw.”

Nghe nhitng 10i nay cua Trinh V&, cau chgt nhé minh von cling khéng
thich ai dung vao tran minh, cho du doé la me.

“Vay em qua that la mot ky lan v?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tat nhién.”

Dung Kha diéng bén canh lién an i cau: “Chi can bién than la ngai sé
hiéu ngay thoi.”

“Vay lam cach nao dé bién than?”

Dung Kha ciing khong biét phai trd 10i thé nao, c6 cui dau suy nghi
mot chit réi noi: “Néu dugce sinh ra @ Bong Son thi ngai sé hiéu rd hon béi
vi tat ca ky 1an khi méi ra doi déu mang hinh dang ky lan. Nhung ngai
duwgc sinh ra @ Bong Lai va mang hinh dang con ngudi...”

Dung Kha ciing khong ro chuyén & thé gidi ay nhw thé nao, nhung
trwdc gio cling c6 ky lan tré vé tir Bong Lai nén cd co biét doi chuit.

“Bién thanh ky lan c6 khé chiu khéng?”

“Khong ky 1an nao ghét bién than ca, vi thé nén em nghi sé khong kho
chiu dau.”

“Nhung nhu thé chang phai 1a rat ky quai sao.”

“Khong ky quai chit nao.” Dung Kha vira n6i vira dung may ngon tay
vuot téc Thai Ky. “Ngai khong giong nhitng ky lan khac. Ky lan binh
thwong c6 bd bom vang ruc rd nhwe Liém Dai phu hom ay, nhung ngai la
mot hac ky, nghe néi hac ky rat hiém thdy. Hady mau bién hinh cho chiing
em xem nhé! Mai téc tuyét dep nay, ngai nhat dinh la mot ky lan rat dep.”

“Nhung em khong biét lam cach nao dé bién hinh.”

“Em nghi...” Dung Kha thd dai. “That ra em cling khéng biét phai
lam thé nao dé bién hinh, du gi thi em cling khong phai ky lan. Nhung
ching ta c6 thé hoi Huyén quan.”

“Vang...”

Trinh V¢ lo lang nhin Thai Ky dang bo6i r6i. Ba song mwoi nam dai ¢
thé gigi bén kia, liéu Thai Ky c6 thé bién than dugc khong? Du rang trudc
gio chua tirng c6 ky 1an nao khong thé bién than, nhwng nhd Théi Ky la ky
lan dau tién thi sao, néu thé thi sé rat bat hanh. Ngoc Diép cé thé gitp co
gidi dap cau héi nay, nhung ba khong phai 1a ngudi mudn la cé thé gap
dwgce. Thoi gian cta Thai Ky da khong con nhiéu, Trinh Vé thd dai, hét
nhin Thai Ky dén nhin Dung Kha dang dua gion cung nhau roi lai tram
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ngam nhin bau troi dang t6i dan. May ma ngay xuan phan da qua, nhung
dén ha chi, chac chan sé c6 ngwdi lén nui.

Liéu mot ky 1an khong thé bién hinh c6 thé Iva chon qudc virong dugc
khong?
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Chuong IV

4.1 Théi Ky cham rdi buwdc di trén con dwong nhd, cau van chwa
quen vG6i nhitng con dwong bén ngoai Lo Thién cung nhung c6 San Tw di
cung nén cau khong phai lo lang. Khi dang dao buéc khong muc dich, bat
chgt, mot canh céng dong kin hién ra tredc mat cau. Pay la vung ngoai
Bong Lu cung, c6 1é trong ltic di lang thang cau da vo tinh lac 16i dén noi
nay.

Thai Ky thdi dai, cdu mudn biét bén kia canh cong nang né ay la gi
nhung cac tién nit da dan do rang khong dugc roi khéi cung, du la mot
buwéc. Tuy nhién, cdu van chira mudn quay lai nén nhin quanh r6i dwa tay
vé phia San Tt dang lang 1€ di phia sau.

“San Tw, ngwoi c6 thé mang ta l1én trén dé dugc khong?”

San T gat dau r6i bong Thai Ky 1én. Thai Ky van con bé nhung dé
mot c6 gai bé cau lén ciling rat khé khan, tuy nhién, sau khi tr¢ vé Bong
Son, cau khong con nang nhuw vé bé ngoai nita. Khi da 1ay lai tién cot, cau
trd nén nhe hon, chinh San Tt cling khong ngd cau lai nhe dén vay. Chi hai
ba budc nhdy, ho da dén dinh nui, nhin tr trén xudng, Bong Lu cung nhw
mot mé cung thu nho vdi nhitng mai nha rai rac téa luc quang. Sau trong
mé cung la mot cay than mau trang, 1ap lanh dwéi dnh sang mat troi. Thai
Ky 0m lay San Tt, nhin vé phia cay than. Tt noi nay nhin xuéng, Béng Lw
cung mang hinh dang mot chiéc quat, xa than mdc nam trén vach da & ria
Pong, nhitng vach da thang ditng, phia dwéi 1a viee tham khéng day. Khong
ai co6 thé séng sot vugt qua mé cung nay. Tw phia xa than mdc & dai cao,
nhitng con dwong nho ré di, ndi véi nhau chang chit roi tu lai thanh mét con
dwong khac véi canh cong nay tran gitt phia cuéi mé cung. Phia Bac la nui
cao hiém trd, nhitng ngon nui trung trung diép diép choc thang lén tan may
xanh, ngay ca San Tt ciing khong dé dang leo 1én dugc. Phia Dong va Bac
déu dugc nhitng bitc twong ndi da bao quanh, cach duy nhat dé vao Bong
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Lu cung la di qua canh cong nay r6i men theo mé cung dé dén noi minh
can den.

Théai Ky roi khoi vong tay San T, ding trén vach da ngam nhin
khung cénh ky vi. Phia Nam va Béng mé cung, nhitng con dwong chan chit
nhw no6i dai dén vo tan, ca bén trong va bén ngoai, tao thanh mot mé cung
khong 16. Ngay ca tir day, Thai Ky cling khong nhin thdy dugc diém két
thic cua mé cung rong 16n nay. Tuy nhién, vung bén ngoai nhin c6 vé don
gian hon, nhitng con dwong rong hon, cac khu dat trong cling nhiéu hon,
néu ai do ranh duwong vung nay thi cé thé dén duge Bong L cung.

Thai Ky vira suy nghi vira nhin quanh, bat chgt cau thdy mot anh sang
xanh phat ra t* nhitng ngon nui phia xa.

“San T, cai gi kia?” Thai Ky chi vao tia sang ay.

San T® md& to mat nhin vé huéng Thai Ky chi.

“La Phu Do cung...”

“Co ca cung dién bén ngoai cong 16n u?”

San T gat dau: “DB6 la mot trong nhitng cung bén ngoai.”

“0...”

Thai Ky ngoi trén vach da, lang 1é ngdm nhin mé cung khong 16 dudi
chan minh. M6t ngon gi6é ndi 1én, mang dén hwong vi bién cd, cau lién nhin
quanh nhwng chang thiy giot nwdc nao.

“Sao vay?” San Tw hai.

Thai Ky van nhin vé phwong xa, ditng lang gitta nhitng con gi6. San
T thwong it khi phdi 1én tiéng tredc, diéu nay c6 nghia cau dang chim vao
nhitng suy tu rieng ctia minh.

“San T, nguwoi c6 phai bién hinh dé thanh bd dang nay khong? Hay la
nguoi dugce sinh ra nhw thé?”

San Tw diu dang xoa dau cau: “Nit quai khong thé bién hinh. Chi c6
nhitng linh thi cé phap lwc cao cwong méi c6 thé bién than.”

“Vay a...”

“Bién than khong phai la mot thuat dé dang thyc hién. Ciling c6 vai
loai yéu quai lam duwgc chuyén ay, nhung ma phap cta ching han phai rat
cao, ngay ca cac quoc vuong cling khong khéng ché dugc ching.”
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“Yéu quai?”

“La mot loai sinh vat c6 ma thuat va khong tuan theo cac quy luat cua
troi cao.”

“Vay nit quai cling la yéu quai?”

San Tw lac dau: “Ni quai nam giita con nguwdi va yéu thd, con dugc
goi la nhan yéu hodc yéu nhan. Chi c6 nhitng ni* yéu ra doi & Bong Son
mai dugc goi la nit quai.”

“Néu vay... Ky lan cling dugc xem nhu yéu tha?”

San T nd mot nu cwdi hiém hoi: “Ky lan cé phap luc rat manh, tuy
nhién ching ta khong goi ky 1an 1a yéu thti ma la than thd.”

“Tal sa0?”

“Bédi vi ¢ thé gidi nay, chi mdi than thanh va quéc viong la cao quy
hon ky lan. Cu thé hon, chi ¢c6 Thai Vuong, Tay Vwong Mau va Thién Dé
la c6 dia vi cao hon Nguoi.”

“Ta... khong hiéu lam.”

San T vuot lai mai toc roi ctia minh réi tiép 1oi: “Tay Vwong Mau va
Thién D€ rat hiém khi ha pham nén ngudi sé khong gap ho. Ngwoi duy nhat
cao quy hon ngai chi c6 Thai Vuong.”

“Con nhitng nguoi khac? Chang phai Ngoc Diép dai nhan ciing c6 dia
vi cao hon ta sao?”

“Néu nguoi da goi ba la Ngoc Diép, chitng té ca hai c6 dia vi ngang
nhau. Ngudi goi ba ta la dai nhan chi dé té long kinh trong thoi.”

“That phttc tap qua.”

“Phuic tap u?”

“Da.” Thai Ky cti dau nhin canh vat dugi chan minh.

Sau khi ngam nhin nhitng con gi6 thém mot lic nita, cau lai hoi San
T: “Phai lam thé nao thi... m@i c6 thé bién hinh?”

San T nhin gwong madt u sau ctia Thai Ky r6i néi: “Pé la nang luc
thién phu... Dén lic can, ty dung Nguwoi sé lam dugce.”

“That u?”

Théi Ky nham mat lai, gan day, rat nhiéu tién nit da thiic giuc cau mau
chéng bién hinh dé ho dugc chiém nguwdng hac ky. Cau biét moi nguoi déu
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rat yéu quy minh nén khéng muon phu long ho, nhung lai khéng biét lam
thé nao dé bién hinh.

“Purng lo. Ctt mo6i ngay song that hanh phtic la dwgc.”

“Ta hiéu roi...”

Thai Ky twa dau minh vao c6 San Tw®. Bat chgt, cau thdy hai béng
dang phia Phu Do cung.

“San T, c6 ai & dudi kia.”

San T cling nhin vé hwéng Pha B4 cung roi gat dau: “Chac la cac
tién nit di dang huvong ¢ dén tho.”

“San T, vay ching ta vé nha cung cac chi y nhé.”

Théai Ky khong biét lam thé nao dé leo xudng nén viron tay, chg San
T bé minh 1én. C6 d6t nhién ngan dau lén, gwong mat danh lai.

“Sao vay?”

Théai Ky vira dit 16i thi béng dang ctia San T cling bién mat phia
dwdi nhitng vach da.

“San Tu?”

“Ping do, dung ctr dong!”

Cau nghe thay tiéng San Tw phia sau, giong diéu day khan truong.
Théai Ky lién ditng lai trén vach da, tir trong thanh am &y, cdu biét cé
chuyén khong binh thvong dang xdy ra. Cau nhin quanh, khong dam thd
manh, tay bam chat vao vach d4, bat chot cé gi dé quan lay co cau.

“Ac...”

Mot béng dang xet qua tredc mat roi day cau xuodng, ban tay dang
nam chat vach da bi g& ra bang mot lwvc manh dén tir phia bén kia mat nui.
Trong gidy phit ay, cau thady tay minh da bi mé6t sgi xich dai tréi lai, than
thé bat dau nga xudng vach nui.

Ai do6 dang kéo cau xudng.

4.2 “Bat duoc roi!”

Mot tiéng hét tho 16 vang 1én, khi Thai Ky giat minh mé& mat ra thi da
thdy minh bi té xuéng vach da, roi ra khoéi Bong Lu cung, dén noi ma cac
tién nit da dan do cau khong dugc budc qua. Chua kip hiéu vi sao minh lai
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bi nga thi mot tiéng gao lai vang 1én, cau nhin vé phia dm thanh dy va thay
trén bau troi diém mot vai ddu mau do.

Mau...

Khi cai suy nghi dy thoang qua dau thi nhiét do co thé cau ciling ha
xuong mirc thap nhat, toan than té cing. T khi dén Bong Son, cdu da quén
bang di noi so hai nay.

Mau... That dang sg...

Cho du la méu cia chinh minh thi cau ciing khong chiu duwgc, néu la
mau nguoi khac thi sé khién cau s¢ dén théd khéng ndi. Cau c6 nham mat
lai nhwng khong dugc, nhu quén ca thd, tat cad cam giac chi la tiéng tim dap
manh, day la gidi han cud6i cing cua cdu. Dau mau dy da in sau vao doi
nhan cau nho bé dang hoa di.

Chdng phdi minh dang ditng trén vdch niii sao?

Tay cau bi mot céi gi d6 quan lay réi kéo xudng. Doi tay nho bé van bi
tréi chat, nhw xiéng xich day gai nhon. Cau biét minh da té khoi vach nuii,
roi xuong tang da nay. Tt ché cao nhw thé nga xuéng doc nii hiém tré thi
1é ra phai bi thwong rat nang, nhung cau lai khong ré6 minh cé sao khong,
hodc nhw mot phép mau, cau chi bi xay xat nhe. Trong 16ng nguc, trai tim
giong lén tirng hoi thinh thich, tay chan cau da té citng va dau 6c da hoa di
nhw bi sot cao, dén do khong thé lau di vét mau. Pau 6c cau tré nén trong
rong, khong con c6 thé nhan thitc moi thit xung quanh, cau c6 gang lac dau
dé tinh tdo hon, nhung ngay ca doi mat cling khong thé nham lai. La do vét
thwong qua nang la vét mau kia? Chinh cau cling khong hiéu chuyén gi
dang xay ra.

“Quai vat!”

Cai tiéng thét tho 10 ay lai vang lén, Ian nay thi rd rang hon. D6 1a mot
nguwoi dan ong, mot ga dan 6ng to 16n, trén tay cam mot thanh kiém, va
thanh kiém ay dang hwdng vé phia San Tu.

“Chi la mot nhan yéu ma dam tan céng ta w? Mau cit xéo vé Hoang
Hai!”

Han vung kiém 1én r6i chém xuéng.

Sdn Tir! Thai Ky mudn thét nén nhung lai khong thé néi thanh tiéng.
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Ludi kiém kéo thanh hinh vong cung trén khong trung roéi bo xudng
nguwoi San Tw, cung lic do, ban tay co cling da kip nam ldy c6 han. Ngon
tay c6 da thim dam mau, mau twoi van tiép tuc tran ra ti vét thuong trén co
tay.

Durng lai!

Thai Ky nham chdt mat, chi mong sao d6i mat nay sé khong phai m&
ra nita. Cau khong chac liéu minh cé con thd duwge khong hay tréi tim da
ngung dap, doi mat thi ci nham nghién lai. Bat chgt, mét lyc manh kéo 13y
tay cau, khién Thai Ky giat minh m& mat ra. Truedc khi hiéu chuyén gi dang
xdy ra thi cau lai ngd xuéng vach dd mét lan nita, lvng dap vao dat ciing
khién cdu dau dén ¥a nwdc mat. Hai co tay lai nhanh chéng bi kéo 1én cao,
tréi lai bang mot sgi xich n6éi véi ban tay cam kiém cua ga dan ong kia
khién moi 1an han ta ct dong, vai va co tay cau lai dau nhw dao cat. Cau da
bi 16i tir trén vach nui cao xudng cho nay, co thé dap vao da khién toan than
dau buot.

“Nguoi 1a ai?” Ga dan vtra chia kiém vao San T vira nhin Thai Ky,
trong han ta vo cung gian di.

“Tai sao téc ngwoi lai c6 mau nay?” Giong han day that vong va oan
trach nhung Thai Ky ciling khong biét phai tra 16 thé nao.

San T lao vé phia ga dan ong mot lan nita, han vung kiém 1én roi
chém vao chan co6, mau lai ta ra tir co thé San T.

Han liéc Théi Ky, vé mat v cung hung tgn, miéng gam lén: “Tiéu tt,
nguoi cé dung la ky lan khong?”

Ky ldn? Tat nhién cau la ky 1an, moi nguwdi déu néi cau la ky lan. Co
thé trd 101 han thé khong? Nhung con San Tt thi sao, San Ttx...

Mau...

Moi khi han di chuyén, Thai Ky lai bi kéo theo khién toan than cau
dau buét nhuv bi cat thanh tirng ménh.

“Chét tiéc! Lam tao twdng la ky lan, ton cong rinh sudt ca ngay, rot
cudc chi dwgc mot thang nhéc va bi mét & nhan yéu bam theo.”

San T lai tdn cong han nhwng van tiép tuc bi thanh kiém da thwong,
mau dé nho tirng giot xuéng dat. Co6 bam theo titng buwdc cia ga dan ong,
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khién han c 16i Thai Ky di xén xét, titng manh da nhon cat vao co thé nhé
bé cua cau.

“Cai tht nhan yéu nhw ngwoi lam sao lai vao dwgc Bong Son sao? Bé
ta day nguoi mot bai hoc!”

Han vung kiém 1én, huéng vé phia San Tt dang nga rap vao vach da.

San Tir...

Than thé trang non ctia San T dd thim dam mau.

San T, chay di...

Cau muon thét 1én nhung lai khong néi néi nén 10i.

4.3 “Mau dung tay!”

MGt giong ndi sac bén vang lén khién Thai Ky mé& mat ra.

“Lam sao... Lam sao lai ra thé nay?”

“Théi Ky!”

Théai Ky nghe thay nhiéu tiéng chan chay vé phia minh, cac tién nit
mat may tai nhot dang voi vang chay dén.

“That... That la tan nhan... Thai Ky!”

Khi cac tién nit vira do 14y Thai Ky thi cling la lic nwdc mat cau tudén
ra. Nhitng d6i ban bay am 4p 6m lay cau, hwong thom ctia cac tién nit khién
cau chi mu6n ngl mai.

“Chuyén gi xay ra vay? San T, mau dung tay!”

“La con ché nha cac nguoi a? Mau dem n6 vé cho ta!”

“Hon xwoc! Chinh nguwoi mdi phai lui ra!”

Nghe giong néi danh thép dy, Thai Ky ngan dau 1én, d6 1a Trinh Vé,
lan dau tién cau thay co dy tic gian nhw vdy. Ga dan 6ng nhin Trinh Vé
ngac nhién trong khi San T van nhin han bang anh mat cam ghét tot cung.

“Pu ro6i, San Tw! Néu c chdy mau thé nay thi c6 khong thé tiép tuc
hau Thai Ky dwgc dau! Trude hét phai binh tinh lai cai da.”

N6i r6i Trinh Vé lanh lung nhin ga dan 6ng: “Nguwoi dam vo6 1é véi
Bong Son cong ngay tai Bong Son nay u?”

“Bong Son cong?” Han nhin dira tré dang dwgc mot tién nit khac 6m
chat. “Thang nhéc nay... la ky lan u?”
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“Pung vay! Tt xuwa dén nay, chi cé nhitng dita tré dugc sinh ra & Bong
Son mdi duge goi la Bong Son cong. Vi ly do gi ma ngwoi dam phi 1€ véi
ngai?”

Guong mat han lién hién 1én vé dac y: “Thai Ky! Qua nhién ta da bat
duoc ky lan!”

No6i roi han budc tGi, Trinh Vé lién dwa tay ngan lai.

“Ping lai! Khong dugc dén gan Bong Son cong! Mau tra 16i cau hoi
cua ta!”

“Ta da bat dugc Thai Ky! La ta!”

“Mau tra 16i cau hoi cua ta hay la ngwoi muon thir xem sirc manh cta
tien nit ra sao?”

Ga dan 6ng nhan mat: “Ta la Tw khau Dai phu cia Ma chau hau caa
DPdi quoc, tén goi H6 Ton. Ta nghe noi ky lan da tré vé Bong Son nén dén
day.”

“Phu P06 cung chwa tirng cho phép ai tén H6 T6n lén nti.”
“A... Vé chuyén nay, ta di gdp qua nén khong tién ghé qua Pha D
cung, nhung ta da bat dugce ky lan.”

“Bat dugc v? Nguoi dam bat ngai sao?”

Han md& to mat: “Ta da bat dugc ky lan. Tuy c6 hoi vo 16 mot chut
nhung ta da bat dugc ky lan, vi vay, mong quy tién nit hay trao Thai Ky cho
ta.” R6i han cuwdi I6n: “Ta chinh la Thai Vuwong!”

Théi Ky cam thdy than thé tién ni* dang 6m 14y cau run 1én vi gian di,
ngay ca vai Trinh V€ cling run theo.

“Hon xugc!”

Nghe tiéng thét cua Trinh V&, ga dan ong khong khdi lui vé sau mot
budc.

“Ma chau hau cua Ddi quoc nghi gi ma lai bé nhiém loai nguwdi ngu
xuan nhv ngwoi lam Tw khau Pai phu?”

Han lai Iai thém mot budc.

“Nguoi nghi Thai Ky la ai? Ngwoi dam coi ngai nhw yéu thu bat duoc
bén ngoai Hoang Hai u? Nguoi dua a? Thai Vuwong u? Mau roi khoi day
trede khi bi troi cao trieng phat!”
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“Nhung...”

“Im di! Con noi nita thi chinh ta sé tring phat nguoi thay cho troi
cao!”

Ga dan 6ng bam trgn khong thé thdt nén tiéng nao, miéng han hét mé
ra roi lai dong lai. Tién nit dang 6m Thai Ky ding 1én, g& day xich ra khoi
cd tay cau roi nhe nhang vuét ve go ma va chinh lai t6c cau.

Co6 noi véi Thai Ky, Iic nay da dam dia nwdc mat: “That dang thwong!
Xin dirng sg! Chiing em sé dwa ngai hoi cung ngay bay gio.”

“Nhung con San Ttr...” Thai Ky nhin San Tt dang im ldng ditng sang
mot bén.

Tién nit lac dau: “C6 ay chwa thé vé dugc, xin ngai ding qua lo lang.”

Tuy khong hiéu 1am nhitng chuyén vira xdy ra, nhung Théai Ky biét
San T bi thwong vi bdo vé cau. Cau muon dén xem xem thwong tich cua
San Tw c6 ndang khong, nhung than thé day mau ctia San T khién cau sg
hai. Toan than c6 déu téa mui mdau, cho du c6 c6 dén dau thi ciu ciing
khong dam dén gan cd. Cit nhu thé, Thai Ky dé cac tién nit dwa minh ve,
toan than déu dau nhw dao cat qua moéi buwdc chan. Khi vao cong 16n, ho
thdy Dung Kha cung tat ca cac tién ni* khac voi chay ra, gwong mat ho nhw
sap khéc. Sau khi nghe nhitng tién nit dwa Thai Ky vé giadi thich moi
chuyén, cac tién nit khac lién chay ra ngoai.

“That qua dang...!” Dung Kha ndi.

Anh mit gian dit ctia c6 huwéng vé phia cong 16n r6i lo 1ing dua tay vé
phia Thai Ky.

“That dang thuwong! Bang sg lam phai khong? Ngai cé sao khong?”

“San Tw...”

Dung Kha gat dau, t6 vé hiéu y cau.

“San T khong sao. Vét thwong cua nit quai trong thi cé vé nang
nhung sé hoi phuc rat nhanh. Ngai bi thwong c6 nang khong?”

“Em khong biét.”

“Mau hoi cung tredc da. San T sé thanh tdy mui mau trén ngwoi co
ay r6i dén dién kién ngai sau, khong can qua lo lang.”

Thai Ky mién cudng gat dau.
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“Xin dirng buon nhw vay. Ching em biét ngai khong thé lam dwgc gi,
ky 1an radt sg mau. Chi mét hoi mau hay thoi cling da khién ky lan nga
bénh.”

“That sao? Cac ky lan khac cling vay u?”

“Vang, vi vay, xin ngai dirng qua lo lang. Sau khi h6i cung, ching em
sé giup San Tt tri thuvong.”

“Vang a...”

Théi Ky dwa tay vé phia Dung Kha, co lién dén l1dy cdu. Sau do, cac
tién nit vira tranh cai xem ai sé béng cau vira di vé Lo Thién cung.

4.4 Sau khi trd vé phong ngi tai L6 Thién cung, Dung Kha dem vao
mot thung 16n nwéc tam duwgce liéu, can than kiém tra thuwong tich ctia Thai
Kha r6i vira tam rira cho cau, vira nghe thuat lai nhitng chuyén da xay ra.
C0 cham chu lang nghe rat can than va nguyén raa cai ga dan 6ng ngu ngoc
kia nhiéu lan.

“Nhitng chuyén nay rét cudc la thé nao?” Thai Ky ciing khong hiéu
chuyén gi da xay ra.

Nhin thai d6 bat an cia cau, Dung Kha mim cuwdi: “La do em bat can
vi cho rang ngay xuan phan da qua nén moi chuyén ciing tam 6n. Th 16i
cho em.”

“D6 dau phai 16i cia Dung Kha.”

“Khong, néu em noi rd hon véi ngai thi da khong dén noi. Ciling may
la khong bi thuong nang lam, chac San Tt da do 1ay ngai khi roi tir vach da
xuong. Nhé cdm on c6 dy nhé.”

“Vang a...”

“Con nita, xin hdy hta v6i chung em la khong bao gio dugce budc khoi
Bong L cung néu khong di cing mot tién nit, ngay ca cé San Tw di chang
nita. Khong, xin ngai hdy hita véi chiing em la sé khong dén gan cong 16n.”

“Em hira.”

Sau khi nghe Thai Ky néi, Dung Kha gat dau. Co can can lau minh réi
bong cau 1én giwrong, nhe nhang g& khan tam ra réi bat dau thoa thudc.

“Ky lan sé lya chon mot qudc vuong...”
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“Nhung lwya chon bang cach nao? Chang phai thai tir sé ké vi sao?”

“Khong, quoc virong la do ky 1an lya chon.”

“Em khong hiéu...”

“That ra ra chinh em ciing khong hiéu, du gi em ciing khong phai la
mot ky lan. Nhung la thé nay, quéc veong la do Thién Dé trén trdi cao
chon lya trr nhitng ngwoi c6 nang luwe.”

“Vang...”

“Va r6i Thién Dé sé ha chi cho ky lan, khong phai bang 10i... Ma la
khi ky 1an gap quoc vweong thi ti nhién sé nhan ra ngudi do la quoc vuong,
béi vi ky 1an c6é Thién Khai.”

“Thién Khai la gi?”

“Em cling khong giai thich dwgc, dé la thit chi c6 ky 1an méi biét.
Ngai la mot ky 1an, em tin chac ngai cé thé cam nhan dugc Thién Khai.
Cho du ky lan nho dé dau thi cling c6 thé chon dwgc qudc viong.”

“Vang...”

“Mot thoi gian ngan sau, nhitng ngwdi mong muén trd thanh vua sé
dong loat 1én Bong Son dé bai kién Thai Ky, va ngai sé lva chon mét trong
s0 ho dé tré thanh quoc vuong.”

“Giong nhu... nguwdi hdm nay?”

Dung Kha gat dau, c¢6 dé chiéc khan tam qua mot bén roi bat dau gitp
Thai Ky mac quan 4o.

“Vang, roi sé c6 rat nhiéu nguoi dén day vao ngay ha chi.”

“Tai sao phai chd dén ha chi?”

“Bong Son nam & trung tdm Hoang Hai, noi nguwdi binh thwong von
khong dwgc phép dat chan vao. Tuy nhién, c6 bén canh cong nam & bién
gi6i Hoang Hai, chi di cé cach di qua mot trong nhitng canh cong dy méi
vao dugc bén trong bién gié nay. Bén canh d6, bon canh céng nay chi mé
ra vao ngay xuan phan, ha chi, thu phan va dong chi.”

Ngay bon canh cong 16n mé ra dwgc goi la ngay An Hap. Ngoai thoi
diém ay ra, nhitng canh ctra nay déu dugc dong chat.

“Chi md ctra mot ngay thoi sao?”
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“Vang, ti gitta tra ngay hom tredc dén gitta trira ngay hom sau. Khi
ngai vira vé day thi tiét xuan phan cling vira dén nén em da cho rang ho
khong du thoi gian dé chuan bi 1én nudi. Vi thé nén chiing em ciing loi 16ng
canh giac, khong ngd chuyén nay lai xay ra. Xin hay thi 16i cho chiing em.

“Khong c6 gi dau.”

“Tén hom nay chac da dén vira kip. Tuy nhién, khi ha chi dén, sé cé
rat nhiéu nguoi dén day.”

“Vay a...”

“Dé vugt qua bon canh ctra 16n, cho du di nhanh dén dau ciing may
hét ntra thang. Bén canh do, bon ho ciling khong dwgc phép roi Hoang Hai
cho dén ngay An Hap tiép theo, vi vay, nhitng nguwdi 1én nuii sé cam trai
quanh Phu D6 cung va chd cho dén khi c6 thé vé. Tuy co6 rat nhiéu yéu quai
va yéu thu & Hoang Hai nhung chiing khong dwoc phép dat chan vao Bong
Son nén ¢ day rat an toan. Luc ay, noi nay sé dong dic nhw mot thi tran
nho.”

“Nhiéu nguoi vay sao? Co that la em sé biét dugc qudc vuong la ai
khong?”

“Purng lo, Thién Khai sé xudt hién. Cho du ngwoi do vi dai dén dau,
nhung néu ngai khong nhan dwgc Thién Khai thi d6 cting khong phai la
quoc vuong dugc chon.”

“Vang...”

“Nhuwng ma ciing c6 loai ngudi ngu xuan nhw cdi tén hom nay, muon
dung vii lyc dé bat ép ky lan quy xuéng va t6n han lam vua.”

“Vi thé nén Bong Lu cung m@i duge xay phia sau mot mé cung?”

“Vang a. Rat nhiéu ké sau khi nghe tin ky lan ra doi thi da toan tinh
bat c6c ky lan.”

“That sao?”

“Ngai co6 thé ra khéi Bong Lu cung, nhung nhat dinh phéi di cung
ching em, vi vay, xin dirng tw di mot minh. Ma cho du & bén trong cong
16n thi ciing phdi can than.”

“Em hiéu r6i.”
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Dung Khda mim cudi va chéi toc cho Thai Ky: “Khi ky lan nhan dugc
Thién Khdi, ngai sé quy tredc quoc veong. Ngoai quéc vuong ra, ngai
khong phéi quy tredc mot ai ca. Ngay ca & dén thd Thién D€ va Tay Vuwong
Mau thi ky lan cling khong phai hanh 1&.”

“That w...”

“Va ky lan sé khong bao gio bo roi cling nhw lam trai y quéc vuong,
toan tdm toan y trung thanh vdi quéc vuong.”

“Vang a.”

“Sau khi quéc veong tuyén bo chap nhan, ky 1an sé cham tran, ding
hon la sttng nhi, vao chan quéc vrong va ngwoi do sé chinh thitc trg thanh
tan viwong. Quoc vwong do Thai Ky lwa chon sé dugc goi la Thai Vuong,
vua cta Béi qudc, con ngai sé trd thanh Thai Pai phu.”

“Phtrc tap that!”

Nhin guwong madt cia Thai Ky, Dung Kha cuoi: “Vay u? Sau khi lya
chon quoc virong, ngai sé dén mot cho con cao hon ca Bong Son, dwra Thai
Vuwong dén dén tho Tay Vwong Mau.”

“Lam sao em c6 thé dva ngudi dy dén do duwgc? Ngay ca San T con
khong leo 1én n6i.”

Dung Kha cwoi hanh phic: “Dén lac ay, mot con dudong sé hién ra.
Ngai sé di 1én n6 dé vao dén tho, tiép nhan Thién Xa Hau, sau dé vé Thai
quoc. Bing héi em Thién X4a Hau la gi, do6 la thit chi moéi ky lan va quoc
vuong biét.”

“Vang.”

“Khi thoi diém ay dén, mot con dudng may tuyét dep sé xuat hién, noi
lién Bong Son va D&i qudc, va ngai sé cwdi may veé lai vieong quoc cia
minh.”

“Roi sau do thi sao?”

“Sau d6?” Dung Kha nhin vé mat lo lang cta Thai Ky.

“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra? Em sé phdi song ¢ Pdi quoc luon a?”

“Tat nhién.”

“Va em sé khong duwgc gap lai cac chi?” Trong Thai Ky nhw muon
khoc. “Con San Ttr thi sao? Ca Trinh Vé va moi ngwoi nita?”
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“La thé nay...” Dung Kha thd dai, c6 6m ldy Thai Ky dang ngoi trén
giwong roi tiép 10i: “Vang... Co 1€ ching ta sé khong con co hoi gap lai
nhau. Nhung San Tt sé luon ¢ bén canh ngai, mai mai.”

“Em c6 nhat dinh phai chon mét quoc veong khong?”

“Chon lra quoc virong 1a nhiém vu quan trong nhat.”

Théi Ky 6m bat Dung Kha bang doi ban tay nhé xiu, Dung Kha diu
dang vuot ve Iwng cau: “Ngai nhat dinh sé chon dwgc mot quoc vuwong vi
dai. Ching em sé hét long cham s6c ngai cho dén ngay ngai phai roi khoi
Bong Son.”

Bong Son la noi sinh ra va dudng duc ky lan. Mot khi da roi Bong
Son, vé nguyén tac, ky 1an khong dwgc phép tré vé. Du sao thi ltic dy cac
tién nit ¢ nui thiéng nay déu phdi tdp trung cham lo cho ky lan m&i, nhung
gio Thai Ky cling khong can phai lo lang viéc nay.

“Ching em ngay dém cau nguyén rang ngai sé trd thanh mot ky 1an vi
dai va hoan thanh xuat sac sit mang ctia minh.”

Thai Ky gat dau.

Du c6 chit mién cudng.

4.5 Rét cudc mua hé ciing dén, tuy ring ¢ thoi tiét & Béng Son khéng
phan biét b6n mua nhwng van theo lich nam. Chép mat, ngay ha chi da lién
ké, vao hom ay, Lénh Khén mo6n phia nam Hoang Hai sé ma ra.

“Thai Ky, dé em bui toc cho ngai nhé.” Trinh Vé dé nghi khi thay Thai
Ky dang nhat cac hon da bén bd song, mai téc rii xuéng nuwéc.

“Vang a.”

Thai Ky ngoi 1én mot tang da, Trinh Vé cdi sgi ddy méng trén dai lung
ra r6i bui lai téc Thai Ky. Mai t6c mau den anh bac cia cau da dai dén
lwng, nay bui 1én lai khién cau trong hoi la.

“Em cat ngan t6c duwgc khong?”

“Néu muon thi dé ching em cat cho. Nhung ldc d6 khéng duge hoi
han a nha.”

“Em thay dai dén day la dugc r6i.”
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Nghe thdy cai suy nghi ky la dy cia Théi Ky, Trinh Vé bat cudi: “Dé
bién than thi dai thé nay khong da dau. Téc ngai van con dai ra, diéu do
dong nghia vé&i thé nay van chuva da.”

“Gia em c6 thé bién than dé xem n6 dai dén dau.”

“Khong can dau, du sao ching em cfing da thiy ca roi. A, xong roi.”

Trinh V& ngam nhin Thai Ky nhay lai xuéng nuwdc, bat ngd nhé ra mot
chuyeén.

“Ngai c6 biét chuyén vé Trai Lan khong?”

“Trai Lan? Khong a.”

“Pa 1au lam ro6i, cé mot cd ky 1an rat thich lam dang. Tén nang la Trai
Lan.

“La mot co ky lan bdi vi co chit ‘Lan’ trong ten phai khong a?”

“Vang. Trai Lan rat yéu thich kiéu téc ctia cac tién nit nén lic nao
cling doi céc tién nit gitip nang tét téc nhw ho.”

“Vay la co ay bui toc lai va cai tram nhw cac chi?”

Trinh Vé gat dau, tay van ti€p tuc thué thua: “Vang. Ching em da giup
nang chai, bui téc va cai trdm. Tuy nhién, dém xu6ng, khi nang bién hinh
dé hoi cung thi bom cling bi bui lai, lung khong cach nao thang ra dugc,
sau d6 cling khong thé nao hoi phuc.”

Thai Ky ta nwdc mat: “Chac l1a dau 1am, phai khong?”

“Vang. Vi thé nén phai can than, khong dwgc bién than khi dang bui
toc vi sé rat dau.”

“Dal”

Théi Ky va Trinh Vé déu cwoi. Trinh Vé dat khung théu qua mot bén,
tir sau khi tai nan ay xdy ra, lic nao ciling c6 it nhat hai ba tién nit & bén
canh Thai Ky. Khi c6 chuyén nguy cap, nit quai chi toan tdm bao vé chua
nhan ma quén di thuong tich trén minh con lam ton thwong Thai Ky nhiéu
hon. Ciling nhv hém 4y, tuy da tam rira sach sé nhung hoi mau van con
vuon lai trén nguwdi San Tw, Thai Ky khong noi cho cac tién nit biét ma dé
San T® hau bén giwvong cho dén khi thi€p ngud, két qua cdu sot cao sudt
ngay hom sau.
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Gia Thdi Ky c6 str Iénh thi hay... Trinh Vé tham nghi. Chi mo6i minh
San Tw thi khong du dé bao vé Thai Ky. Mai khi c6 chuyén xay ra, c6 lai
cam thdy muwdi nam & ngoai Bong Son that dai.

Bao quanh Ngii Son la Hoang Hai, noi tri ngu ctia nhiéu loai yéu quai.
Theo 1€ thwong, ky 1an sé nhan thoi gian ranh r6i ma di doc theo bod Hoang
Hai va hang phuc yéu quai, bién ching thanh st Iénh ctia minh, dau tién la
mot vai loai yéu quai nhé dwéi chan Ngii Son dé xem nang lyc caa ky lan
dén dau.

Nhung Thai Ky dd khéng con thoi gian...

Théai Ky khong biét cach hang phuc yéu quai, Trinh Vé cling khong
biét lam sao dé huwdng dan cho cau bai vi do la nang luc riéng cta ky lan.

Gid ngai vé s6m hon ndm nam...

Ky lan dwgc sinh ra dwdi dang tha va & trong hinh dang dy trong nam
nam dau bdi vi khi dy ching van chwa c6 sttng. Trong nam nam ay, chiing
khong thé néi cling nhu hiéu dwgc nhitng gi cac tién nit néi, nhw mot con
chim non md&i né. Tuy nhién, khac v6i chim non khong thé cat canh, ky lan
c6 thé bay ngay tir khi méi chao doi. Ky lan con thwong theo cac tién nit di
quanh Ngii Son, nhd dé ching cé thé tim va hoc cach hang phuc yéu quai
nhv mot tro choi. Ky 1an con 16n 1én nho bu sita nit quai nén ciing hinh
thanh sitc dé khang véi véi thuong tich va mau. Tuy moéi ky 1an moi khac,
nhung sau khodng trung binh nam nam thi chiing cé thé bién thanh ngwoi
va néi dugc ngdn ngit cua loai ngwdi. Mot thoi gian ngan sau, cé ching thé
duy tri hinh dang con ngudi lau hon, cho dén khi moc strng thi ciing 1a lic
khong can bu sita nita va cé thé hoan toan bién thanh nguwoi. Thuong thi
cho dén khi cai sira thi phan 16n ky lan déu ty nhién biét cach bién hinh
cling nhw hang phuc yéu quai ma khong can ai chi day. Mot ky lan sé chwa
trrdng thanh cho dén khi sitng moc ra hét, tuy nhién, ching van c6 day da
nang lwc cia mot ky lan. Khi ky lan vira cai stta thi cling la lic co ky lan
duwgc dong loat kéo kéo 1én tai tat ca dién tho dat & nwdc ky lan ay, bod cao
rang ky lan & Bong Son da san sang Iwa chon tan virong. Sau khi thay co ky
lan, nhitng ngwdi mong muodn trd thanh qudc veeong sé 1én ndi, yét kién ky
lan.
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Trinh Vé thg dai. Thai Ky khong con la mot ky 1an con nita, vao ngay
cau tré vé Bong Son thi tai BGi qudc, qué huwong ctia cau, cd ky lan da
dugce kéo 1én. Khong cach nao noi dé véi moi ngwoi duge rang Thai Ky van
chwa san sang, cau phai chon moét tan vieong. Lé ra dén thoi diém nay, Thai
Ky phai biét cach bién than va c6 mot vai st 1énh bao vé minh roi.

“Sao vay?” Thai Ky héi Trinh Vé sau khi nghe thay tiéng thd dai cia

Nhin vé mat lo lang ctia Thai Ky, Trinh Vé lac dau, t6t hon khong nén
nhac dén viéc ay, néu khong sé khién cau lo lang hon, du sao co cling
khong day cau duge chuyén nay. Kho khan 1am Thai Ky méi vui 1én dugc
mot chit nén Trinh Vé cling khong muén lam cau buén. Tt khi nghe Dung
Kha noi rang sau khi Iya chon quoc vuong, cau sé khong thé vé lai Bong
Son dugc, Théai Ky lic nao ciling u rii. Ngay ha chi cang dén gan thi guong
mat ciu cang tré nén phién nao hon, khién cac tién nit cling lo lang theo.
Va cau c& nhv thé cho dén khi dwgc bao rang khong nhat thiét phai chon
dwgc mot quéc vuong trong nhitng nguwdi 1én nti dot ha chi nay, da co
nhiéu ky 1an phai cho dgi hang nam lién dé tim ra m6t quéc vuong xirng
dang, luc nay, cau mdi vui vé lai.

“Phai tan dung khoang thoi gian nay thoi...”

May la hién gio tai Phu B0 cung khong c6 ai ca, cé vé nhu nguoi duy
nhat dén kip ngay xuan phan la cai ga tén goi HO Ton dy. Sau khi chuyén
ay xdy ra, han da bi cac tién nit day cho mdt bai hoc r6i dudi khoi nti ma
khong cap cho do an, nwéc uong. DBé veé lai duwgc Pdi quoc, han phai cho
dén ngay An Hap tiép theo, khi Lénh Khon m6n mé ra. Trong thoi gian ay,
han sé phai doi pho véi cac yéu quai va yéu thu & Hoang Hai, ma ching
cling khong dwgc hién lanh gi cho lam. Tuy nhién, han sé song sét dwoc
cho dén ngay ha chi, khi Lénh Khon mon khai mé& va doan ngudi 1én nui
buwdc vao, lic ay, chac chan han sé trd thanh tro cwdi cho ho. Trinh Vé
khong may may thwong hai han.

Tinh hinh nay chi c6 thé dwoc duy tri cho dén ngay ha chi, sau do, Phu
Do cung sé tran ngdp nguwoi, phai nhan thoi diém nay ma dwa Thai Ky dén
Hoang Hai, gitip cau thu phuc cac yéu quai nhé dé hoc cai hang phuc yéu
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quai. Nhung so véi cac ky lan con khac, Thai Ky da hoan toan mat di da
tinh nén Trinh Vé rat lo lang nh& c6 chuyén gi khong hay xdy ra.

“Trinh V€, chi dang nghi gi vay?”

Nghe tiéng Thai Ky, Trinh Vé ngan dau lén va thdy cdu dang nhin
minh lo lang.

“Khong... Khong co gi.”

“Chi dang lo cho em a?”

Trinh Vé cuoi diu dang, Thai Ky da hiéu rang tién nit rat yéu quy ky
lan. C6 cling rat vui vi Thai Ky rat théng minh, con nho nhung da sém hiéu
trong long nguoi khac nghi gi.

“Khong dau.”

“Nhung...”

“Théu thua nhiéu nén em hoi mét mot chut thoi, du gi em ciing khong
gioi may viéc nay.”

“Em giup chi nhé?”

“Cam on, nhung néu ngai théu giéi hon em thi xau hé lam. Bung lo,
c di choi tiép di!”

Trinh Vé vira cudi vira xoa dau Thai Ky, long tham nghi néu Thai Ky
c6 co hoi tiép xtc véi nhitng ky 1an khac thi c6 1€ sé tot hon. Mot ky 1an c6
thé day cau nhitng diéu ma cac tién nit cung San Tt khong thé day.
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Chuong V

5.1 “Ngoc Diep dai nhan!” Thai Ky goi 16n.

Sau bita an trwa, Ngoc Diép di vao phong 16n caa L6 Thién cung, phia
sau la mot thanh nién tré tu6i v4i mai toc vang. Thay thé, Trinh Vé khong
khoi nguong mo Ngoc Diép.

Ra Huyén qudn dd nghi dén viéc nay.

“Chi mot thoi gian ngan khong gap ma con da 16n dén thé nay ro6i a!”
Ngoc Diép mim cudi xoa dau Thai Ky.

“Téc con ciing dai ra roi. O day c6 t6t khong?”

“Tot lam a.”

Thai Ky trd 10i r6i doi mat vé phia ngwdi thanh nién phia sau ba.
Ngoai ga Ho Ton ra, day la lan thit hai cau gap mot nguoi dan 6ng & Bong
Son.

“Pay la Canh bai phy, Canh Ky.”

Thai Ky m& to mat: “Anh ay ciling la mét ky 1an?”

Ngoc Diép gat dau.

Théai Ky nhin gwong mat vé cdm ctia Canh Ky, ldc nay dang gat dau
vOi cau. Tuy trong anh ta c6 vé lanh dam nhung Thai Ky van rat vui khi
dwgce gap mot ky 1an khac. Cau biét minh 1a mot ky 1an nhung lai khong ro
ky lan la loai sinh vat nhu thé nao.

Ngoc Diép nhin céc tién nit xung quanh roi n6i: “Hém nay Lo Thién
cung nao nhiét nhi!”

Dung Kha vi vang cui dau tra 10i: “Xin Huyén quan th 16i, Thai Ky
khong mu6n an mot minh nén...”

Ngoc Diép bat cwoi: “Tot lam. Du gi Thai Ky ciing hién la chi nhan
ctia Bong Son, cac em phai nghe 10i ngai.”
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“Vang a.”

“A, Canh Dai phu s& ¢ day mot thoi gian. Em chudn bj chd & gitip
ngai nhé.”

“Vang a.”

Sau khi nhin tién nit kia cui dau va lui xuéng, Ngoc Diép cam lay tay
Théi Ky: “Ta nghe noi c6 ké gay chuyén. That dang tiéc, con cé bi thuong
khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Cam on troi dat.” N6i roi Ngoc Diép ra hiéu moi Thai Ky va Canh
Ky ng6i xuéng. “Canh Pai phu da & Bong Son trwdc con.”

“That v?” Thai Ky nhin Canh Ky, nhung Canh Ky chi nhin lai bang
mot anh mat lanh lung.

“Ca hai con déu dugc sinh la & Bong Son, nén ciing chinh la anh em
mot nha. Canh Pai phu sé ¢ lai day mot thoi gian, con hay xem ngai nhw
anh trai minh nhé. C6 gi khong hiéu thi ci¢ héi ngai.”

“Da.” Thai Ky cuoi voi Canh Ky. “Canh Dai phy, anh da dung com
trua chua?”

“Ta da an r6i.”

“Anh c6 mudn uong tra khong?”

“Pa ta, nhung khong can.”

Thai Ky hoi nghiéng dau: “Canh Dai phu, anh sé & dau?”

“Trwdc kia ta ¢ T Lien cung.”

“Vay gio anh sé vé d6 a? Em di cung anh nhé?”

“Pugc.”

Thay Canh Ky ditng 1én, Thai Ky cling ditng day theo. Cau quay lai
nhin Ngoc Diép r6i néi: “Ngoc Diép dai nhan dinh & lai day hay c6 viéc
phai di a?”

Ngoc Diép mim cudi: “Hién gio, ta cling khong ban 1am. Néu muén,
ta c6 thé an t6i cung con.”

“Vang a!”

Théi Ky cwoi roi voi dudi theo Canh Ky, Ngoc Diép clung cac tién ni
nhin hai ky lan roi di réi bat cuoi.
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Cho dén khi bong dang ho di khuat, Trinh Vé mdi rut ré mé miéng:
“Xin thit 16i néu em c6 gi vo 1é...”

“Em noi di.”

“Em biét n6i thé nay la v6 1é, nhung Canh Pai phu von khéng dé gan.
Ngai va Thaéi Ky...”

Trinh Vé chua n6i hét cau thi Ngoc Diép da bat cuoi: “Canh Dai phu
dung la khong dé gan.”

Trinh Vé im lang. Canh Ky dugc sinh ra, 16n 1én tai Bong Son va chi
vira roi khéi ndi thiéng nay khong 1au nén c6 hiéu ro tinh cach ctia anh. Lé
ra co6 khong nén thac mac vé quyét dinh cia Ngoc Diép, nhung lan nay, c6
khong thé khong néi.

“Ta von dinh moi Liém Dai phy, du gi hai nguoi cling tirng gap nhau,
nhung Lién qudc lai dang c6 bién nén khong thé lam phién ngai.”

Trinh Vé cling nghe noéi Lién quéc, veong qudc ctia Liém Lan dang cé
ndi loan nén gat dau, té vé hiéu y.

“Roi bat chot ta nhg ra rang Canh Ky la gan tudi véi Thai Ky nhat.
Tuy virong quoc cua ngai hién nay ciling chwa 6n dinh lam, nhung nhan co
hd6i nay lai c6 thé gidp stra doi tinh cach mot chuit.”

Trinh Vé guong cuoi: “Vang.”

Nu cuoi trén gwong mdat Ngoc Diép vut bién mat r6i lai hién 1én:
“Canh Nit virong cling hay dé tdm may viéc vat ma tinh tinh cia Canh Dai
phu lai khién Canh Vwong cam thay té hon. Mong rang Canh Ky c6 thé hoc
duoc gi do tw sy than thién cua Thai Ky.”

Trinh Vé im ldng gat dau. Xem ra bén ngoai Bong Son, vo s6 chuyén
khong hay dang xay ra.

5.2 Théai Ky cting mét vai tién nit di theo sau Canh Ky. Rt khé dé
mot dira tré nhu Thai Ky theo kip budc chan cua ngwoi trudng thanh nhw
anh, nhat la anh lai con khong di cham lai. Khi doan ngudi dén Tw Lién
cung thi Thai Ky cling vira dudi strc. Kién triic cua Tw Lién cling twong doi
giong L0 Thién cung. Khi Canh Ky vao trong, c6 vé nhu anh héi twdng lai
lic minh con ¢ day nén di mot vong xem lai cac gian phong, Thai Ky nhan
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ra viéc nay nén chi lang 1é ding ¢ mot bén. Sau khi Canh Ky quay lai
phong 16n va ng6i xudng thi Thai Ky van khong néi gi. B6 dung van con
duwgce dé lai nhung cac tdm rém déu da dwgc mang di, Canh Ky im lang
nhin cac tién nit chinh trang lai moi thit. Dwong nhu cam thdy Canh Ky da
quén mat minh nén Thai Ky cam thay ay ndy, tuy nhién, gwrong mat cia anh
van lanh lung nén cdu khong dam cat tiéng hoi, chi yén lang ditng bén canh
Canh Ky, du trong long cam thdy c6 chut thiéu lich syw. Khi Thai Ky van
dang loay hoay khong biét lam thé nao thi mot tién nit da bung tra 1én, thay
canh twgng ay, co bat cuoi.

“Xin 16i da lam phién, mgi dung tra a.” C6 vira néi vira dat cac tach tra
xuong.

“U...” C6 vé nhu cudi ciing Canh Ky ciing nhd ra rdng Thai Ky dang
¢ nén canh minh nén lién hwéng anh mat vé phia cau. “Mdi vira roi that
that 16.”

ROi anh khé git dau véi Thai Ky, té vé ta 16i nhung girong mat van
khong c6 cam xuc gi.

“Um... Em c6 lam phién anh khong? Néu vay thi em vé trudc nhé.”
Thai Ky can than héi lai.

Tredc khi Canh Ky kip hoi dap thi mot tién nit da 1én tiéng trudc:
“Khong, khong phién dau. Lai day udng tra nao.”

ROi c6 day mot chiéc ghé ra cho Théi Ky, cau dé dat ngoi xuong. Tinh
canh nay that mién cudng.

“Um... Canh Dai phy, xin hoi anh séng & dau?”

“Khanh quéc.”

“Khanh qudc la mot qudc gia nhw thé nao?”

“La mot dat nwéc nam & phia Péng.” Canh Ky trd 16i mét cach vo
cam.

DPoi vdi nhitng cau trd 16i ngan gon nay, Thai Ky cling khong hiéu lam
vé Khanh quéc.

“Tredc day Canh Dai phu tirng & Bong Son a?”

«(7.»

“Anh ¢ day tw khi sinh ra u? Con em chi vira vé day th6i.”
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“Ta ¢ day tu khi sinh ra.”

“Vay anh da ¢ day bao lau?”

“Ta ha son dugc hai nam.”

“Vay anh da chon dugc quéc viong vao hai nam tredc a?”

“Ta chi vira gap Nguwoi nam ngoai.”

“0. Vay la anh t6n mot nam dé tim quéc vuong ctia minh.”

«(7.»

“Co6 chuyén nay...” Thai Ky cti dau nhin chén tra dang téa hwong hoa
ngao ngat. “Chon lya mot quoc vuwong la nhw thé nao a? Dung Kha néi sé
c6 Thién Khai truyén dén, nhung em khong hiéu...”

Canh Ky lanh dam ho6i dap: “Dén lic do roi dé sé hiéu.”

“Em c6 thé lva chon dwgc mot quoc vuong khong?”

“Pugc. Dé la mé6t ky 1an.”

“Nhung em khong biét Thién Khai la gi?”

“Khong thé dung 10i dé dién ta dugce. Khi gap qudc virong ctia minh
thi dé sé hiéu.”

“Néu em chon nham hay bé sot thi sao?”

“Khong thé dugc. Quoc veeong c6 veong khi.”

“Vwong khi?”

Canh Ky gat dau, virong mat anh van khong c6 mét chit cam xuc gi:
“La khi chat ma quoc vuong toa ra. Nguwdoi khong giong nhw nhitng nguoi
khac nén chac chan dé sé khong chon nham dwgc.”

“Nhung em khong nghi minh giéng nhitng ky lan khac. Liéu em c6
lwa chon quéc virong khac ho khong?”

“Ta khong biét hac ky lwa chon qudc vieong ra sao.”

“Vang...”

Thai Ky ciing khong biét néi gi hon, mo6 héi da do day tran cau. Trudc
dé, cau da rat mudn gap mot ky lan khac, nhung gio day, trudc mat Canh
Ky, nhitng lo lang cua cau van khong hé dju di chit nao.

“Sau khi roi Bong Son, lam thé nao anh tim dwgc qudéc vueong cia
minh?”
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Chon Iyra quéc virong trong mot nhém nguwoi dé dang hon nhiéu so véi
tim gitta thién ha rong 1on.

“Dya vao vuong khi.”

“Anh da gap rat nhiéu nguwoi va xem xét liéu ho c6 vuwong khi hay
khong a?”

“Cho du qudc vwong khong & truede mat thi ky lan van cé thé cam
nhan dugc viwong khi ctia ngudi, ta da di theo huéng ay.”

“Ra vay...” That ra, Thai Ky cling van chwa hiéu lam. “Anh bién hinh
dugc, phai khong?”

“Khong c6 ky lan nao khong thé bién hinh.”

“Nhung em khong thé, em khong biét lam céach nao...”

Canh Ky nhin Thai Ky, cdu nhan ra d6i mat anh ta mau tim.

“Co ai chi dé gio tay lén khong? C6 ai chi dé lam thé nao dé di ding
khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Bién hinh cling vay thoi. Dé hoi thi ta cling khong biét phai dap thé
nao. Ma cho du ta c6 gidi thich thi dé cling khong nhat thiét phai hiéu.”

“0...”

Théi Ky cti dau, cau cam thady nhw Canh Ky da quyét dinh khong noéi
thém, vi thé nén cau dirng 1én, mudn vé lai bén canh San T.

“Xin 16i vi da lam phién anh.”

Cau cti nguwoi, Canh Ky chi gat dau.

“Em gdp lai anh vao bita t6i dwgc khong?”

“Chang phai Ngoc Diép dai nhan sé an cung dé sao?”

“Vang a... Xin 16i vi da quay ray.”

Thai Ky hanh 1é mot lan nita r6i voi vang roi di. Vira dén ctta cung,
nwdc mat ctia cau da trao ra, cau cam thay v6 cung chan nan va that vong.
Bat chgt, cau nghe thiy tiéng mot tién nit phia sau.

“Thai Ky...”

Co0 diu dang dat tay 1én vai cau, ban tay am 4p nhwng nang triu cia co
khién cau cdm thay con té hon.
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“Co 1é em khong phai la mot ky lan.”

“Khéng dau.”

ROi c6 6m cau vao long.

“Néu la ky 1an, c6 1€ em la do6 ky lan ngu ngoc.”

“Khong dau, Thai Ky.”

“Xin 16i...” Thai Ky 6m chat tién ni¥.

Cau cam c6 16i vi minh la mot ky lan ngu ngéc, cau khong xing voi
tinh thwong ctia cac tién ni¥ va khong biét lam cach nao dé bao dap ho.

5.3 “Tai sao lai c6 dira tré nhw thé nay?” Ba noi thuwong oan trach.

“Khong sao dau, con dirng buén.” Me van lu6n néi thé, tay vuot ve
mai toc cta cau, ban tay ctia cac tién nit cling am ap nhu tay me. “Dung dé
y dén nhitng gi ba ndi no6i. Cit 1a ban than con thi me da rat hanh phtc r6i.”

Vay tai sao me lai khoc?

Moi khi cau xin 16i thi me lai bao khong phai 16i ctia cdu. Me cit nhin
cau, nudt nwdc mat vao trong long ré6i mim cuwdi, diu dang xoa dau cau va
noi: “Khong phai 16i cta con.”

Tién nit cling ndi thé réi nhe nhang vuot ve lung cau, sau dé dung ban
tay 4&m ap cta co6 nam lay ban tay nhé bé cta cau, hai ngudi cung vé Lo
Thién cung. Dung Kha va Trinh Vé ciing van hay vo vé cau bang cach ay.

“Khong can phai gap.”

“Pung day, khong bién than dugc cling khong sao. Em chac chan ngai
la mé6t ky lan nén dirng lo lang gi nita nhé.”

Durng lo.

“Péu la do Canh Dai phu c4, ngai dy that qua dang.”

Ba noi cling thurong hay néi gidn.

“Pirng khoc, khong bién than dugc ciing khong sao.”

Khéng phadi 16i cta con.

“Pirng dé may chuyén nhé nay lam ngai bu6n phién.”

Ngay cd San T® cling dén an ti Thai Ky. C6 6m lay cau bé ro6i diu
dang vo lung cau va néi: “Ra ngoai choi mot chit nhé, gié chiéu rat mat.”
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Tat ca moi ngwoi déu tot dén mirc khién cau cdm thdy méi mét. Nhirng
d6i ban tay am ap va 10i 1€ diu dang chi khién cau cam thay té hon.

“Thai Ky, di di!” Dung Kha khoac mot chiéc do cho cau. “Nhung nh&
vé trudc bita t6i, hom nay Huyén quan sé dén an cung, nhat dinh la sé rat
vui.”

Dung Kha tién hai nguwoi di, trong long San Tw, Thai Ky van con
khoc.

“Canh Dbai phu that 1a...” Ngoc Diép thé dai khi dén T Lién cung.

Canh Ky chi im lang ditng mot beén.

“Théi Ky van con bé, sao con lai lam n6 khoc?”

“Khong phai con c6 y.”

“Téat nhién, ta biét... Nhung con cé thé thay doi cach néi chuyén dugc
khong?”

“Con chi n6i su that. Thai Ky héi con lam thé nao dé bién than, con
cling khong biét phdi day dé ay nhw thé nao.”

Ngoc Diép lai thé dai: “Nhuwng noi vay qua that rat khé nghe. Thai Ky
kém may man hon con, n6 dwgc sinh ra va 16n lén & Bong Lai. Lé ra
con...”

“Néu vay thi nguwdi nén dé nghi Dién Dai phu dén, du gi huynh ay
cling dugc sinh ra & Bong Lai. Con khong nghi minh thich hgp véi viéc
nay.”

“Canh Ky...” Giong cua ba citng ran hon. “Ta goi con dén vi chuyén
nay tot cho ca hai con.”

“Con...”

“Con tuong rang Ngoc Diép ta khong biét con dang gap rac roi gi
sao?”

Nghe Ngoc Diép noi thé, Canh Ky chi biét thd dai. Anh nghi vé vi nit
virong noi qué nha minh, c6 von la con gai mot thwong gia. N6i dé nghe
mot chut, N&* viwong qua diang la con gai, nhung néi kho nghe thi c6 qua
yéu dudi, khong dia nang lyc xi ly cong viéc triéu chinh. Ngay qua ngay, c6
cang buon ba hon, b6 mdc moi viéc va nhét minh siu trong veong cung,
thuyét phuc thé nao ciing khéng ra. Du Canh Ky c6 khuyén ran va khuyén

https://thuviensach.vn



khich N vivong dén dau thi moi viéc khong nhitng khong tién trién ma con
té hon.

“Nhitng gi con ndi rat chinh xac, nhung con phai hiéu rang, cach chinh
xac nhat khong phai la cach t6t nhat.”

Canh Ky ngan ngai. Anh khong hiéu vi sao cach chinh xac nhat lai
khong phai la cach t6t nhat.

“Trudc tien con phai hoc cach nhin xem thai do ctia nguwoi khac. Ngay
cd mot dira tré hiéu dong nhw Thai Ky ma cling s¢ con, vay thi lam sao ma
con thuyét phuc dwgc Canh Vwong chi?”

Canh Ky thé dai.

000

“Thai Ky di dau r6i?” Anh hoéi mot tién nit vira gap trén duong.

Cod chi vé phia sau, hwéng vong ngoai Bong Lu cung va néi: “O vudn
hoa hién a. Xin dirng lam ngai 4y khoc nita nhé!”

Trén dwong di, moi 1an néi vé Théai Ky la anh lai nhan dwgc 161 trach
moc, tuy van gitr gwong mat lanh lung nhung trong long anh cam thdy hoi
nan chi.

“Khong phai ta c6 tinh lam dé dy khoc.”

“Chuing em biét ngai khong c6 y, nhung ngai da x sw qua lanh lung.”

“Lan sau ta sé chu y hon.”

D6 la tat ca nhitng gi anh c6 thé trd 101, sau dé lai rau 17 di tiép. Trén
con dwong da, Canh Ky da gap khong biét bao nhiéu la tién ni, tit ca ho
déu qud trach anh hay té thai do khong hai long, dwong dén vueon hoa hién
cling tr¢ nén xa hon.

Canh Ky dirng lai. O gitta khu vieon hoa vang dang né ro, anh thay
mot nit quai dang ngoi trén dat, Thai Ky dang vui mat vao phan than bao
cta cb. Thai Ky qua 1a mot ky 1an ky la, Canh Ky tham nghi. Pia tré ay
chac chan 1a mot ky lan, nhung mai téc mau den bac dy khién anh cdm thay
xa la. Bén canh do, anh cling khong giéi do danh tré con, doi ban tay nho
bé lam anh cdm thay Thai Ky nhw mdt sinh vat khac. Gwong mat dang vui
vao nit quai khién ciu trong con bé hon, khién toan than anh cam thay
khong biét phai lam thé nao. Canh Ky chan chtt, khong biét phdi m& 10i thé
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nao, trong lic dy, nit quai da nhin thdy anh. Théai Ky ciing theo huéng dé
ma nhin vé phia Canh Ky, d6i mat den nhanh cta cdu ma@ to, voi vang lay
tay ao chui nuwéc réi ditng day, cti sdu ngwoi chao anh.

“Vira roi, 1a 16i caa em.”

“Khong.” Canh Ky néi, r6i voi vang bo sung. “Ta mdi 1a ngudi phai
xin 16i, ta da khong dé y dén cam giac cua dé.”

“Khong phai.” Thai Ky lac dau.

Nhin Thai Ky lac dau manh, Canh Ky cting khong hiéu vi sao cai c6
manh khanh ay c6 thé chiu no6i cai lac dau manh nhuw thé.

“La do em khong t6t. Em rat xin 16i.”

“Khong... Ta ng6i day dugc khong?”

“Vang a.”

Canh Ky ngo6i xuong, Thai Ky ciing ngbi theo.

Canh Ky nhin San T® cdi ngwdi hanh 1€ r6i n6i: “La nit quai cta dé
a?”

“Vang, tén la San Tw.”

“Qua la mé6t nit quai tot.”

Nghe Canh Ky néi thé, mat Thai Ky mé& to: “Vay la cé nit quai khong
tot a?”

“Co6 chit. Cang nhiéu loai pha lai v6i nhau nhw San Tw thi ni quai
cang t6t. San T, nguoi cé thé di duogc roi, ta sé cham séc Thai Ky.”

San T cui sau nguwoi réi roi di, Canh Ky nhin béng dang c6 dan bién
mat, mat nhiu lai.

“Qua la mot nit quai t6t, nhung nang Iyc van chwa dugce giai phong.”

Sau khi Thai Ky nghe nhitng 10i nay, cau nghiéng dau, té vé khong
hiéu, mai téc cham xudng nhitng béng hoa hién, cd dong hoa tda huwong
ngao ngat.

“Han la do nang lyc cta dé van chwa hoan toan thitc tinh. N quéi va
chut nhan cta minh duwgc lién két vo cung chat ché, néu ky 1an 1am bénh, ni
quai cting sé khong khoe.”

“Em... bi bénh a?”
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“Do chi la mot cach vi von. Tuy nhién, tinh trang cta dé hién gio cling
c6 thé xem nhw nhiém bénh.”

“That w...”

Nhin dita tré tre6c mat minh dang cti dau, to vé that vong, Canh Ky
lai thé dai, anh vOn gidi may viéc nay.

5.4 Canh Ky khong biét phai néi gi, trong khi d6, Thai Ky van cii
dau im lang.

“Ta héi dé mot chuyén duwgce khong? Lic dy, vi sao dé lai khoc?” Cau
hoi nay tuy co6 hoi lac 16ng, nhung Ngoc Diép da dan Canh Ky phai tim
hiéu xem Thai Ky nghi gi.

“Em xin 16i...” Chd ky lan nho co nguoi lai.

“Ta khong mu6n nghe dé xin 16i, ta muo6n biét 1y do.”

Thaéi Ky cti dau sau hon: “Béi vi em cam thdy minh that vo dung.”

“Visao?”

“Vi em cam thay minh sé khong bao gid bién than dugc, trong khi cac
tién nir rat ky vong vao em...”

“Pé quan tam dén cam giac cia cac tién nit dén thé u?”

Thai Ky ngan dau 1én, gwong mat trong rat kho sd, cau noi: “Vang a,
bdi vi cac chi dy rat tét véi em. Em duwgc song & Bong Son va dwgc moi
nguwoi hét myc yéu thwong vi em la mot ky 1an, nhung em lai khéng biét
lam nhitng diéu ky lan cé thé lam, it ra thi em ciing c6 thé bién than dé
khién cac chi ay vui long. Nhirng moi khi nghi dén ngay ca chuyén ay ma
cling khong lam dwogc, em lai thdy minh that vo dung...” Néi roi nwdc mat
cau bat dau trao ra.

“Xin ding khoc, khong céc tién nit lai la ray ta nita mat.”

Théai Ky mé to mat: “Canh Dai phu, anh cling bi cac tién nir la ray u?”

“Tat nhién. Ho cling khong khach khi véGi ky 1an 1am dau.”

Thai Ky cudi 1én.

Canh Ky tiép 10i: “Dé cling khéng can phdi dé y dén ho lam dau.
Nhiém vu cua tién nit la cham soc ky lan va dé la chu nhan cua ho.”
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“Nhung...” Thai Ky cui dau, giong c6 vé xdu ho. “Nhung khong c6
cac chi ay thi em chang lam dwgc gi cd. Tat cd moi chuyén déu phai dwa
vao bon ho nén em khé ma cam thdy minh la cht nhan.”

“Cach nght cua dé cling that la.”

“That w...?”

Giong cua Thai Ky budn di, khién Canh Ky lai hodng hét. Trong long
minh, lic nao anh cling cam thay minh khong thich hgp dé lam viéc nay,
nhu anh da noi v6i Ngoc Diép. Anh ciing khéng hiéu vi sao ba lai dé nghi
anh dén.

“Khong phai ta dang trach c de.”

“Vang...” Thai Ky gat dau, roi nhé giong néi: “O nha ciing vay.”

“O nha?”

“Vang, & nha em ¢ Bong Lai. Chang bao gid em c6 thé lam ba ndi va
me vira long. Lic nao ba cling n6i gian con ba me thi chi tha dai.”

Con thye xdy ra muoi nam trede da cuén Thai Ky dén Bong Lai van
con khac sau trong ky vc Canh Ky, khi ay, anh van con ¢ Bong Son.

“Roi San T dén va dwa em vé Bong Son. Tat ca cac tién nit déu noi
Bong Lu cung chinh 1a nha that cia em, bat chgt em hiéu ra rang, béi vi em
khong phai con rudt cia ba me nén liic ndo em ciing c6 16i. Nhung... O
Bong Lu cung nay ciling vay, tuy khong ai trach mang hay khoc 16c vi em,
nhung em van khong biét cach nao lam moi ngwoi vui long. Em thuong
nghi c6 1€ minh khong phai ky 1an, 1€ ra em khong dwgc & Bong Son nay,
cling giong nhw nha minh & thé gigi bén kia.”

Cudi cung Canh Ky ciing hiéu, Thai Ky da phai rdi noi minh song
su6t muwdi nam qua dé vé lai Bong Son. Anh hiéu tam trang ctia Thai Ky,
cling giong nhw minh trwéc kia, anh da cdm thay rat buén khi phai roi Bong
Son, ma cdi dita tré & bén canh minh von ciing mau nwéc mat.

“Pé dang la ky lan, tuyét doi khong sai.”

“That u?”

“Mot ky 1an c6 thé nhan ra ky lan khac. Bé phat ra than khi caa ky
lan.”

Thai Ky nhin Canh Ky.
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“D6 nhw mot luén kim quang, ta cé thé nhin thdy anh sang ay toa ruc
rd, chac chac la khong sai.”

Thai Ky tw nhin minh r6i lai hwéng vé phia Canh Ky: “Nhung... Em
khong thay.”

“La do nang luc cta dé van chua thitc tinh hoan toan. Nhung dé chac
chan la mot ky lan.”

“Vay... Em c6 c6 thé tiép tuc & Bong Son du em khéng lam duoc
nhitng gi ky lan c6 thé lam?”

“Pung.”

Thai Ky thd dai mot tiéng roi lai mé to mat.

“Chang 18, dé dang nhé nha minh & Bong Lai?”

“Vang a, em thuvong nghi dén moi nguwdi & nha, nhung khi ay em lai
cam thay c6 16i véi cac tién nir.”

Canh Vwong rat nhé nha va ngudi me da qua c6 ctia minh, nhé dén do
c6 van thuong hay trach mang Canh Ky va bao anh phai dwa c6 vé nha.

“Anh khong c6 me a?”

“Phan 16n cac ky 1an khong c6 me.”

“Vay thi em qua that may man.”

“Nhung ching ta c6 nit quai va cac tién nit... D€ c6 me, chac han dé
rat nhd Nguoi?”

Thai Ky khong noi gi ma chi gat dau.

“Khong can phai cam thay t0i 16i v4i cac tién nit.”

Thai Ky lai gat dau: “Nhung du gi em cling khong phai con rudt cia
ba me, c6 nhG me thi cling vo ich.”

“Vay a.”

“Cac tién nit rat tot. Néu ct nhd nha mai thi cac chi ay sé phat em
mat.”
“Khéng dau.”
“That sao?”
“Tat nhién.”
Théi Ky bat dau 6m l1dy dau g6i minh roi vui dau vao gitta hai chan ma
khoc thit thit. Canh Ky lai hot hodng, khong biét c6 phai do minh lam Thai
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Ky khoc khong.

“A... Thai Ky...”

“Em xin 16i...” Thai Ky lai co ngwoi vao.

Canh Ky ciing khong biét phai lam sao. Mai toc mau den anh bac ctia
Théi Ky rii xuéng, dé 16 cai c6 nhé xiu, khién cau trong cang kho sé hon,
vai co lai, 6m lay chan minh. Canh Ky hoi chan chtr mot Iic r6i dat tay 1én
vai Théi Ky.

“Em xin 16i...” Thai Ky lai xin 16i khién Canh Ky con b6i r6i hon.

“Khong can phai xin 16i.”

Nhung Thai Ky con khoc to hon. Canh Ky nhé lai xem cac tién ni da
lam thé nao r6i 6m 1ay Théi Ky vao long, Thai Ky cting 6m chat anh. Nhin
Thai Ky buon ba thé nay, Canh Ky cling cam thdy khong vui, hoi am cua
dia tré trong long minh khién anh khong cach nao roi n6 dugc. Anh xoa
dau Thai Ky roi 6m cau chat hon.

“Em... Em mudn vé nha...” Thai Ky vira méu mdo vira noi.

«(7.»

“Em nhé me lam...”

Nghe nhitng 16i nay, Canh Ky cdm thay chd ky 1an nhé trong long
minh vo cung c6 don.

5.5 Bau troi 3 nhudm do, nhitng tia sing mit troi chiéu qua Van Hai,
16e 1én tirng dgt. Canh Ky dat tay Thai Ky di qua nhitng con dudng mé
cung tran ngdp anh sang mat troi dang xudng ndi. Trén moi budce di, Thai
Ky lai nhé vé noi qué nha. Cau da quen véi cudc song gitta mé cung nay,
moi ngay déu tréi qua rat nhanh va vui vé, quen vdi ca viéc khong phai dén
trvong hang ngay. Cau von khong c6 ban bé nén cho du la dita tré duy nhat
& Bong Son thi Thai Ky cling khong cam thdy c6 don lam. San Tw va cac
tién nit rat tot voi cau. O day, khong c6 ba ndi la méng cau, cling nhu
khong phai nhin thdy cdnh me va ba noi cai nhau vi cau, va tat nhién, ciing
khong nhin thdy canh me lang Ié khdc sau nhitng cudc cai va. Cau sé khong
bao gid phai chitng khién ba me cadi nhau hang dém vi cau nita, dé roi sau
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d6 bi ba goi ra roi that vong, thd dai va trach mang cau. Tat ca nhitng
chuyén ay da 1a qua kht.

Céc tién nir da n6i rang Bong Son chinh la nha cau, cau khong bao gio
nghi ngd viéc dy. Ho cham so6c cau vo cung ky cang va dén chao cau rat
that long, Thai Ky biét cac tién nit da vui mirng thé nao khi cau tré vé. Bén
canh do, cau cling cam thady minh khong nén ct* nhé mai vé noi minh vén
khong thudc vé, nhw thé sé phu long cac tién nit. Tuy nhién, nhitng tam tw
ay c phang phat trong dau cau, cai hanh lang dai va cii k§j & nha minh con
thd vi hon mé cung nay, cai san vuon ay duong nhuw dep hon nhitng khu
vron ¢ day. So véi bay gio, nhitng thang ngay & truong hoc, noi khong ai
chti y dén minh con cau chi lang 1€ nhin nhitng nguai khac, that dé chiu. Va
cudi cung la noi nhé cha me va ditra em trai, San Tw va cac tién nit cling
khong gitip dugce cau thoi nghi vé gia dinh minh.

Bay gio chac la bita com t6i r6i. Me, ba ndi va em trai cau chac han
dang quay quan bén ban an? Hom nay, ba c6 vé khong? Ba c6 vé sém mot
chut dé co6 thé tam cung va ky luwng cho cau khong? Maéi khi nhé lai nhitng
chuyén nay, cau lai nhé nha hon. Hoa cam td cau ngoai vieon da né chua?
Ba ndi da lay cay du khéi nha kho chwa? Sau khi ba va me cai nhau, liéu c6
ai do6 phai tron trong phong tam ma khoc khong? Dita em nhé da ty di vé
sinh ban dém duwgc chwa? Ho c6 nhd dén cau khong. Sé rat buén néu moi
nguwoi quén cau, nhung néu quén cau thi ho cé hanh phtic hon khong? Tuy
nhu thé rat buén, nhung cau cling khéng mudén moi ngwdi vi minh ma
khong vui.

“Thai Ky.”

Thdy minh lai muon khoc nén Thai Ky c6 mé to mat, nén nwdc mat
lai.

“Vang.”

“Co6 muodn cung ta vé Tw Lién cung khong?”

Thai Ky ngan dau nhin Canh Ky, gwong mat anh van khong biéu hién
chit cam xtc gi, nhung ban tay nam 14y tay cau rat am ap.

“Nhung em phai an t6i cung Ngoc Diép dai nhan...”

“Chi mot chat thoi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang a.”

Canh Ky di thang vé T Lién cung va bao cac tién nit lui xuong, sau
dé dwa Thai Ky vao phong ngu. Khu vuon nho phia Bong can phong giap
v6i vach ndi dad dugc anh chiéu ta nhudom vang, 16p réu trén vach da téa
sang 1ap lanh. Anh sang chiéu vao khién cin phong sang 1én 4nh mit troi.
Canh Ky vo6 nhe tay Théai Ky r6i buéng ra. Anh ding giita phong, dau hoi
ngan 1én mot chit va nham mat lai. Khi Thai Ky nghiéng dau nhin anh, té
vé ngan ngai thi cling la ldc phép mau dién ra. Cau khong tin vao mat minh,
than thé Canh Ky bat dau run lén r6i tan ra nhw thuy tinh hoac kim loai
néng chdy. Dong chat 16ng téa kim quang ruc rd, tran di khap noi nhw mot
tam vai dwgc trai ra dat. Thai Ky khong thot nén 101, tredc mat cau la mot
linh thu.

“Ah...”

Moi chuyén chi dién ra trong nhat mat, chi€c 4o choang trén nguoi
Canh Ky roi xu6éng san nha. Con linh thu cidi dau xuéng mot chit nhin Thai
Ky, né c6 déi mat mau tim va b bom vang ruc rd. Cé n6 khéng dai nhw
hwou cao c6, doi chan thon nhw chan hwou va manh khanh hon chan ngya.
B0 bom vang ruc kéo dai xuéng lung, phan chiéu ngii sac 1ap lanh.

“Ky lan...”

Cudi cung Thai Ky ciling hiéu rang ky 1an rat khac véi hwou cao c6, dé
1a hai sinh vat hoan toan khac nhau. Guwong mat ctia n6 gan vGi hwou hon
guwong mat dai cia ngwa, ¢ gitta tran 1a mot chiéc sttng nhon khién cau cam
thdy né trong nhw mot con hwou véi chiéc sttng ngan gitta tran. Bo 16ng
trang téa sang nhu tran chau, phan chiéu anh sang do hong cua troi chiéu.
B0 bom vang rii xuéng dudi c6 khién Thai Ky nhd dén mai téc dai dén
chan cia Canh Ky, mai téc dy da ngan di va dep hon nhiéu sau khi tr@
thanh bom, ryc rd gitta troi chiéu nhw ngon ltta vang. Méng chan cia n6
trong nhuw ngwa con dudi thi dai hon dudi hwou, phan noi dudi vao than
minh rat méng manh. Hon nita, cdi dudi dy ciing khong giong dudi ngua,
no dai va day hon, co 1é nhuw gitta dudi bo va ngya.

“Canh Dai phu... Pay chinh la ky lan u?”

«(7.»
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Cau khong ngo ky 1an lai trd 16i minh, do6 chinh la giong Canh Ky.

“Qua khong giong nhw em da twéng twong.”

“Vay sao?”

Cau budc dén gan dé xem ky hon va nhan ra con ky lan 1a mot sinh
vat to 16n, cho du trong mong manh hon va nhé hon ngwa moét chat. Cau
muon dua tay vuot ve bd 16ng mém mai va 1ap lanh ctia ky lan nhung lai
chan chwr khi nhé ra do la Canh Ky.

“Em khong ngo ky lan lai 1a sinh vat dep dén thé nay.”

Thai Ky van ditng d6 ngam nhin ky lan. Canh Ky dwa chiéc miii cua
minh dén gan Thai Ky.

“Peé co thich hinh dang nay khong?”

“Rat thich a.” Thai Ky cam thdy mdt minh do 1én. “Em ciing sé bién
thanh thé nay a?”

“Pé la mot hac ky nén mau 1ong sé khac.”

“Vay a...”

Luc nay, cau rat to mo khong biét bién thanh thi sé cdm thady nhu thé
nao.

“Chan tredc cé giong hai tay khong?”

“Khong, chan truedce 1a chan trwdce. Sau khi bién hinh, dé sé khong con
cam thdy minh la ngwoi nita.”

“Strng va duoi thi sao?”

“Pudi khong cd cam gidc. Con strng thi... phia dwéi nong nhw liva dot,
do y thitc ciia minh déu tap trung vao diém ay. Sau khi bién hinh, toan b y
thitc sé tap trung vé phia tran.”

Thaéi Ky thtr bat chwéc Canh Ky, nham mat lai, c6 gang tap trung toan
bd y thitc vé tran. Tuy nhién, khong cé gi xdy ra, Thai Ky lai thé dai.

“Co 1é em khong hoc ngay dugc.”

“Pung lo.”

“Bién thanh dang nay thi minh c6 thé phi rat nhanh phai khong.”

“U. Ky lan c6 thé viot qua Hoang Hai. Khi phi trén khong trung,
ching ta nhanh hon bt c& loai chim nao. Bay vong quanh thé gidi la
chuyén vo cung don gian.”
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“Vay ching ta c6 thé di Bong Lai khong? Em nghe néi Bong Lai & tan
cung thé gidi.”

“Puogc, chi can dé muon la duoc.”

Théai Ky tron mat, bién thanh mot linh thd tuyét dep thé nay va bay
vong quanh thé gidi, nhw thé chang phai sé rat tuyét sao. Chi can bién hinh
duwgce, moi khi nhé nha cau c6 thé 1én vé nha xem qua mot chuit.

“Néu dé thich, ngay mai ta cé thé ché dé di mot vong.”

“Cé that khong.”

“That. Nao, bay gio mau vé cung di. Ngoc Diép dai nhan chac dang
cho dé day. Ta sé dén sau.”

“Vang a.” Thai Ky cii sau nguwoi. “Canh Dai phy, rat cdm on anh.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong VI

6.1 “Lljc dau em ciing lo lam...” Dung Kha nghi tay.

Keé ttr sau khi tr¢ vé Bong Son, Théai Ky da 16n thém mot chit nén tat
ca 4o quan déu phai dugc stra lai.

“Bay gio thi ngai rat than thiét véi Canh Dai phu. Tuyét that!”

Tat ca cac tién nit dang may va déu cwoi 6 1én, Dung Kha ciling cuoi.
Co6 van con nhé gwong mat cua Thai Ky vao cai ngay cau chay thang vao
L6 Thién cung va ké cho c6 nghe Canh Ky da bién hinh cho cdu xem va
ngay hom sau con cho phép cau cuGi trén lung bay mét vong. Hom ay,
Thai Ky vui dén do nra dém méi nga duwgc. Ngay hom sau, cau trg vé
Bong Lu cung v6i gwong mat 1am lem, mai toc roi boi va lai vui dén nga
khong duogc.

“Huyén quan qua khong sai.” Mot tién nit 1én tiéng, sau do co lai cuoi.

“Gan day, nho Thai Ky ma Canh Dai phu bat dau quan tdm hon dén
cam giadc cta nhitng ngudi xung quanh. Qua that khién ngudi ta cam thay la
la a nha.”

Canh Ky da ¢ day rat 1au nén céc tién nit cling khong khach khi véi
anh.

“Pirng doi héi & ngai nhiéu qua.”

“Pung day!”

ROi cdac tién nit lai dong loat cwdi 16n. Lic nay, ho nghe thay tiéng
budc chan chay vao trong.

“Em veé roi!”

“Ngai ve roi a!”

Théi Ky chay vao vdi mai téc dai r6i tung va gwong mat vo cung vui
vé, phia sau la San T va mot trong nhitng st 1énh cia Canh Ky, Ban Ct.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Hom nay ngai da di dau?”

“Canh Dai phu dwa em di Hoa Son, & d6 cé nhiéu loai chim ng6 lam.”

Nhin guong mat hanh phiic caa Thai Ky, Dung Kha khong nén dugc
nu cwoi. Thai Ky da hoan toan xem Canh Ky nhw anh rudt ciia minh, khién
cac tién nit khong ngo rang dia tré nay lai than thiét véi Canh Ky dén thé.

“Tuyét qua.”

“Canh Pai phu néi ngay mai sé dwa em di Hoang Hai va day em hang
phuc yéu quai.”

“That u?” Giong Dung Kha day phan khéi.

Ban Cuv cuoi: “Dung lo, chiung toi sé bao vé Thai Ky.”

“Vang...”

Co str Iénh cua Cénh Ky thi moi thit sé 6n, tuy Dung Kha gat dau vdi
Ban Ctr nhung trong long minh, c¢6 van con hai lo lang mét chut. Trude day
cling c6é ky lan vong mang & Hoang Hai, noi yéu quai tdn cong moi sinh
vat, bat ké do la ngudi hay ky lan.

“Nao, di tam thoi. Bén gio an t6i r6i.”

“Vang.”

Thai Ky gat dau ro6i néi véi San Tt va Ban Cur: “Pi nao!”

Nhin Thai Ky va hai yéu tha di khuadt, Dung Kha dé chiéc 4o trén tay
qua mot bén.

000

“Co gi khong?”

Lic Dung Kha dén Tw Lién cung, Canh Ky ciling vira budc ra tir sudi
nwdc néng bén trong Tt Lién dong. D6 la mot con sudi nwdc nong khai
nguon tr dong nay, chdy qua ao sen dén cong chinh.

“Em nghe noi ngai sé dwa Thai Ky di Hoang Hai.”

“A, 1 chuyén d6.” Canh Ky ditng day, lau méi téc dai wét ddm cuia
minh. “Dung lo, ta sé bao cac st 1énh chu y bao vé Thai Ky.”

“Nhung...”

Canh Ky cuwoi kho: “Tién nit cdc nguwoi qua that rat yéu thich Thai
Ky.”

“Thai Ky chi méi muwdi tudi, van con rat nho.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong nén nghi thé.” Canh Ky di vé phia cong chinh, nhin xuéng ao
sen. “Chi con ntta thang nita 1a dén ngay ha chi.”

Dung Kha cui dau.

“Ta vitra dén Lénh Khon mon xem qua mét chiit. Ba c6 hon nam muoi
ky si dang cho ¢ do.”

“Nhiéu vay sao?”

Canh Ky gat dau: “Ta da cho rang DPdi quéc ¢ ngugc hwéng Lénh
Khon mon nén sé khong c6 nhiéu ngudi 1én nuii. Co 1é ho da di quanh bon
ctra 16n va cho co ky lan phat 1én.”

Co nhitng nguoi chi di quanh Kim Cuwong Son, cho khi co ky lan dugc
kéo 1én dé nhanh chéng vao Hoang Hai vao ngay An Hap tiép theo badi vi
néu chd co ky lan ré6i mai chuan bi di thi sé khong kip. Mot thdi gian ngan
sau ngay ha chi 1a sé c6 nguwdi dén Phu D6 cung.

“Ta thay Thai Ky can phai c6 st 1énh tredc ngay ha chi.”

Tat ca nhitng ngudi dang chd dgi bén ngoai bon cong thiéng kia déu
cho rang minh chinh la quéc veong duwgc chon, vi thé nén bon ho cling rat
kiéu cang. Néu la ngudi hiéu dao ly thi khong phai lo lang, nhung phan 16n
nhitng nguoi do déu rat ty phu.

Canh Ky tiép 16i: “Ta ciling khong thé & day duwgc 1au. Du gi Ni¥ virong
chi mdi 1én ng6i, vieong quoc van chwa 6n dinh lam...”

“Xem ra Canh Dai phu ciing rat yéu quy Théi Ky.” Dung Kha khong
khoi bat cudi va budc miéng noi.

Canh Ky nhiu may: “Néu khong, tién nit cac c6 lai cho rang ta tc hiép
de ay.”

“Vang.” Dung Kha mim cudi r6i cdi ngudi hanh 1é. “Tat ca xin trong
cay vao ngai.”

“Ta sé khong dé Thai Ky bi thwong, néu khong cac tién nit sé thuyét
gido ta dén chét mat.”

“Xin dung quén nhitng 16i hom nay cta ngai.”

6.2 “Pé thich né khong?” Canh Ky vtra hoi vira dwa cho Thai Ky mot

con thu trong nhu con tho.
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Cong vao Hoang Hai nam & bd Ngii Son, chi la mot manh dat hoang
vu day lum cay, bui c6. Con tha Canh Ky dwa cho Thai Ky tréng chw mot
con thé tai ngan hodc chudt than dai.

“N6 la Twdc H6 hay phi thir a?”

Con tiéu yéu té ra vang 10i, dé Thai Ky 6m nd, qua bo 16ng mém mai,
cau c6 thé cdAm nhan dugc tiéng tim dap thinh thich ctaa no.

“Twdc HO.” Con yéu quadi tra 10i bang mot giong lap bap, né vira dugc
Canh Ky thu phuc thanh st 1énh.

“Phi thtr 1a tén goi chung cua loai yéu quai nay con Twdc Ho la tén caa
no.”

Thai Ky gat dau, c¢6 hong Twéc Ho run run.

“Xin chao.”

Twéc HO khong tra 16i ma chi rén v 1.

“N6 noi dugce gi khac khong?”

“Thuong thi loai yéu quai nhé thé nay chi néi dwgc vai tir don gian.”

Théi Ky la nguwoi dau tién phat hién Twéc H6 dang tron trong bui cé
nhin cau. Khi n6 vira dinh chay trén thi Canh Ky lam bam mot cau than cha
gi d6 ma Thai Ky khong hiéu r6i tritng mat nhin con yéu quai nhé. Sau cau
than chu tiép theo, Canh Ky goi tén n6 va Twdc H6 ngoan ngoan di vé phia
anh. Ra dé chinh la cach hang phuc yéu qudi, Thai Ky hoi thit vong mot
chit, cau da cho rang dé sé la mot man trinh dién hoanh trang hon.

“Hang phuc don gian thé nay thoi u?”

Canh Ky lac dau: “Phi tht chi la yéu quéai nho nén méi don gian thé
nay, yéu quai cang 1én thi cang khé hon. C6 con phai doi dau ca ngay troi
mai thu phuc dvgc.”

“Lau thé co a?” Thai Ky ngac nhién nhin Canh Ky.

Canh Ky gat dau va dat Twdc Ho 1én Iwng Ban Cir. N6 nhay vé phia 10
tai va bat dau dua gion cung Ban Cu.

“Khi thu phuc Ban Ctr, ta da phai tiéu hao rat nhiéu tinh lyc.”

“That w...?”

Ban Ctr tho o dwa lung vao mot tang da, dé cho Twdc Ho6 nghich céi 16
tai ctia minh.
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“Hang phuc la chi nhin nhau vay thoi sao?”

Canh Ky cudi kho: “Trong thi la chi nhin nhau. Nhung dé phai tap
trung cao do, khong dwoc c6 chit phan tam nao, néu khong yéu quai sé bo
chay hodc quay sang tan cong minh.”

Thai Ky gat dau, to vé da hiéu.

“Bén nao mat tap trung trude thi thua cudc. Yéu quai nho thi ching
chi chay di thoi, cting khong c6 nguy hiém gi, nhung néu la loai yéu quai
cuwc manh, n6 sé nhan co hdi nay ldy mang dé. Vi vay, néu thdy mot yéu
quai ma dé khong ty tin 1am thi phai bo chay ngay lap titc, khong duwgc nhin
vao mat nd, nhung khi dé phai bién lai thanh ky 1an thi méi chay kip.”

“0...”

Thdy Théi Ky cii dau, Canh Ky voi vang b6 sung thém: “Ping lo, ni
quai sé giup dé tranh thu thém it thoi gian.”

“Nhung chang phai nhw thé thi nit quai sé gap nguy hiém?”

Canh Ky lai nd mot nu cuoi guong gao: “Khi gdp phai yéu quai manh,
nit quai sé canh bao dé. Tuy nhién, chi can tap trung mét chut la dé sé nhan
ra thoi, du gi ching ta cling 1a thu, ching ta c6 thé cdm nhan dugc ké thu.”

Thai Ky ngdy nguoi ra mot ldc réi cuoi kho: “Vang, ching ta la tha...
Em quén mat.”

“Sau nay, dung quén ntta la dugc.”

“A, anh dit tén né 1a Twdc HO w?”

Canh Ky nhin Tuéc H6, con yéu quai nhé nay khong da manh dé tré
thanh st 1énh. Sau khi vé cung, anh sé nudi né trong vuon.

“Khong phai do ta dat, Twéc H6 von la tén ctia no.”

Thai Ky ngan ngudi ra nhin Canh Ky.

“Sau khi mat tap trung va chap nhan that bai, ltic d6 n6 sé noi cho
ching ta biét tén ctia minh. That ra ta cling khong hiéu lam, nhung dai loai
la nhv thé nay: trong khoang khac ay, mot céi tén sé hién ra trong tam tri
de, khi dé goi tén no, con yéu quai sé di vé phia dé va chap nhan quy thuan.
Twr thoi diém ay, no6 sé hoan toan nghe 1énh dé cho cho dén khi dé chét. Sau
dod, né6 sé lay lai dugc tw do cia minh.” R6i anh cuwdi 1én mot chit: “Khong
can quan tam tén no viét thé nao, c chon ky tu nghe giong la dugc.”
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“Hinh nhw lic ndy em nghe anh doc than chu gi do.”

“Chua von khong can thiét, nhung néu biét thi sé tot hon.”

“Vay u?”

Thai Ky ng6i xudng tang da, trong cau van con rat phan van, Canh Ky
cling ng6i xuong ké bén.

“Khi hang phuc yéu quai thanh st 1énh thi phai trao d6i mét thit gi do
v0i ching, chinh xac hon la giao wéc.”

“Giao woc?”

Canh Ky gat dau: “Yéu quai la loai sinh vat nam ngoai Thién Cuong,
ching ta phai dwa ching tré lai Thién Cwong thong qua giao wéc, dé chiing
khong lac 16i mé6t lan nita. Sau khi chdp nhan giao wéc, yéu quéi sé trg
thanh s 1énh.”

“Em van chwa hiéu lam.”

Canh Ky thé dai.

“Em xin 16i...”

Nghe thay Thai Ky xin 16i, Canh Ky lai v0i vang tiép 10i: “Khong can
phai xin 16i. Chuyén nay von ciling khong dé hiéu.”

“Vang a...”

“Thé gidi nay la do Thién Dé sang tao nén vi sy hanh phiic ctia con
nguoi, do la 1y do vi sao Thién Dé tao nén luan ly. Tuy nhién, néu thé vi
sao lai cé bénh tat va chét ch6c? Vi sao yéu quéi tan cong con nguoi? Vi
sao thién tai xay ra? Nhitng chuyén ndy nidm trong hay ngoai Thién Y?
Nhung néi tom lai, ching déu di nguge y nguyén ban dau cia Thién Dé.”

Thai Ky suy nghi mot ldc réi gat dau.

“Nhung Thién Dé ciing c6 ly 1é riéng cia minh ma chiing ta khong
hiéu dwgc. Giéng nhw 1a ¢6 sinh thi s& c6 tit, c6 Thién Y thi ciing s& c6
nhitng gi di nguge lai Thién Y.”

“Nhw anh sang va béong t6i phai khong a?”

“Pé noi rat dung. Ky lan la than thd, ching ta ton tai dé trg gidp loai
nguoi. Ngoai ky 1an ra, con c6 nhitng than thi khéc ton tai vi nhitng muc
dich khac nhau. D6i 1ap vé6i than thu la ma thd ton tai dé lam hai con
nguoi.”
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“DPo la yéu quai?”

“Pung vay.” Canh Ky mim cuoi.

“Vay chung ta hang phuc yéu quai la dé dwa ching tr¢ lai Thién
Cuong, quay vé chinh dao?”

“U. N6i theo cach ctia dé, yéu quai & trong béng t5i, dé diéu khién
ching, chiing ta phai dwa chiing vé lai v&i anh sang va rang budc ching
thong qua giao wdc dé chung khéng quay lai béng t6i.”

“Em hiéu r6i. Nhung lam cach nao...?”

Canh Ky lai thd dai: “Chuyén nay rat khé dién dat bang 16i. That ra,
chinh ta cling khéng hiéu lam, c6 1€ la tiy vao nang luc ctia moi ky lan. Bé
phai c6 quyét tdm cao thi yéu quai méGi bang long quy phuc dé. Tét nhién,
quyét tam khong phai thit dé gi c6 dwoc.”

Guong madt Thai Ky cang ngap ngung hon.

“N6i cach khac, moi ky 1an déu c6 nang lwc dac biét. Uy luc thé nao
thi tuy ky lan, nhung chac chan tat ca ky 1én déu c6 nang luc dac biét.”

“Nho nang luc dy nén ky lan c6 thé bién hinh?”

“U. D6 1a ning lyc thién pht, khdng phéi do chiing ta quyét dinh. Du
ching ta mong moi hang phuc dwoc yéu quai nay dén dau nhwng néu nang
lyc khong du thi tat chudc 1ay that bai.”

“Cling giong nhu sitc manh hay t6c do chay ctia con nguwdi, 1a bam
sinh?”

“Chinh la nhv vay.” Canh Ky thd phao nhe nhom.

Tuy nhién, Thai Ky lai nghiéng dau va no6i: “Néu vay, viéc dung sirc
manh dé budc yéu quai phai quy phuc minh Ia rat kho? Ching ta khong
dwgc mat tap trung, du chi mot gidy, phdi khong a? Néu khong, minh sé bi
yéu di?”

Canh Ky lai thg dai.

“Em xin 16i...”

“Khong can phai xin 16i... C6 1€ la do ta dung tir kho hiéu qua.” Roi
Canh Ky ha giong. “Binh tinh nghe ta ndi, st lénh sé an thit ky lan.”

“Ha?”
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“Chinh xac hon la an thi thé ky lan. Sau do, ching sé c6 dwgc nang
lyc cta ky lan ay.”

Thai Ky nhin Ban Ct, n6 van ditng do6, vé mat vo cam. Théai Ky khong
cach nao biét duwgc n6 dang nghi gi.

Canh Ky guong cuoi: “Ding sg. Ban Cir sé khong tan cong dé dau.
Ky lan thudc anh sang con yéu quai thudc bong bong toi. Néu ching ta
khong trao cho ching nang lwc cia minh thi ching cling khong 1dy dwgc.”

“V...Vanga...”

“Ky lan hang phuc yéu quai dva trén nang lyc cta minh. Tuy nhién,
yéu qudi cling c6 sitc manh riéng ctia ching, dé thu phuc mot yéu quai
manh, dé phai c6 nang lyc twong duwong. Yéu quai sé danh gia nang lyc cta
ky lan trong qua trinh hang phuc.”

“Vang...”

“Luc do6, ching sé xem xét xem sau khi ky 1an chét, ching sé dugc 1gi
gi va quyét dinh c6 tré thanh st 1énh hay khong.”

“Em hiéu roi a.”

“Néu dé hang phuc thanh cong mdot yéu qudi, ndé sé hoan toan nghe
1énh dé vi no biét sau khi dé chét, sitc manh cta dé sé thudc vé no.”

“V1i thé nén anh méi goi dé 1a mot giao wéc?”

“Pung vay. Bé kéo mot sinh vat khoi bong toi, quay lai anh sang va
dam bdo rang sau do6 né sé khong trd lai bong toi nita thi phai tréi budc no,
dé cling la dé tw bao vé minh.”

“Va dé ching co6 thé tiép tuc song duwdi anh sang?”

“U. Sgi day troi budc st lenh va bao vé ky lan chung ta la cai tén cua
ching. Ky lan thu phuc yéu quai va tim ra tén ctaa chung. Sau khi ky lan
néi dugce tén yéu quadi thi cling la ltic né chap nhan tré thanh s 1énh. Yéu
qudi xac dinh sttc manh cua ky 1an thong qua qua trinh hang phuc va dong
y quy phuc dé nhan ldy sttc manh cta ky lan sau khi chét. Tém lai la nhw
thé.”

“Sau do6, khi ky 1an chét di, n6 sé an thit ky 1an va c6 thém nang luc
m&i, dong thai cling sé dwgc tw do trd lai.”
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“Pung. Diéu kién la khi van con la st 1énh thi yéu quai ay khong dugc
trai 1énh ky lan va chi dwgc dung sitc manh cia minh dé bao vé ky lan khéi
cac thwong ton.”

Théi Ky nhin vé phia Ban Ctr. Trueéc day, cau da tirng cho rang no rat
thd vi, nhung gio day, trong no lai rat khé hiéu. Ban Ctr ciing nhin lai Thai
Ky, ha miéng ra that to.

“A..”

Thai Ky thu minh lai s¢g hai. Ban Ctr ngap mot cai r6i cwoi 1on.

“Ban Cu!” Canh Ky kho sé trach mang noé.

“That ra, nhitng ky lan 16n cling c6 mot bi quyét nho. Dé co biét tién
tri 1a gi khong?”

“La giéng nhu xem boi phai khong a?”

“U, c6 thé goi 1a nhw thé. Khi sin dudi mot yéu quai manh, ching ta
c6 thé dung nang luc tién tién tri, ma thuat hodc cai gi dé twong tw, nhung
may thit d6 thi phai hoc méi biét dwge. Ci hoi cac tién nit, ho sé chi cho
dé, nhung khong thé mot s6ém mot chiéu ma hoc dwoc dau.”

“Vang a.”

“Pau tién la phai chon thoi gian, dia diém, phwong hwéng va yéu quai.
Khi chinh phuc né, can phai chon lic nang lwc cia né yéu nhat con chiing
ta thi manh nhét. Tuy nhién, khong c6 nghia la néu khong sap xép moi thit
thi khong thé hang phuc dwgce né. Ciing giong nhu tién tri vay, tuy dung
than chad thi phép thuat sé manh hon, nhung khong cé nghia la ching can
thiét. Nhung néu quen niém chu r6i ma ty dung khong lam nita thi sé thay
hoi ky.”

“Vay khong biét than chu cling khong sao?”

“Pé c6 mudn hoc khdng? {t ra cling gitp dé dwoc mot chit.”

Thai Ky gat dau. Canh Ky lién dat tay 1én vai Thai Ky, diéu chinh lai
tuw thé caa cau.

“Pau tién la gitt vitng tw thé.”

“Vang.”

“Khi phan ra thanh sinh khi va t khi. Ban ngay day sinh khi trong khi
ban dém thi tran ngap t& khi, vi thé nén hang phuc yéu quai vao ban ngay la
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thich hop nhat. Hit vao sinh khi bang miii va thé ra t& khi bang miéng, khi
thd, dé hay cha y diém nay, khong duwgc ddo ngwoc quy trinh. Khi thé ra,
phai thd that nhe nhang, ranh thi hay tap luyén cach thé ay dé thanh théi
quen.”

“Vay la em phdi hit vao bang miii va thé ra bang miéng?”

“Khi muén né tranh yéu qudi, hdy dung Vi B4.”

Canh Ky lam mau cho Thai Ky xem.

“Khi gap yéu quai ma muén né tranh anh mat cia né, dé phai dung
Khau Xi, la cach gii chat hai ham rang. Dung Chuy Thién Ban ciing tot,
néu dé biét can bén phai ham dwdi ding cach. Néu muén tap trung thi rang
ctta phéi ¢ thé Minh Thién C6.”

Thai Ky thd dai: “Khong biét em nhd hét noi khong?”

“Pé sé nhd dugc thoi, muodn thanh thuc thi phai luyén tap. Khong hiéu
gl ctr hoi cac tien nit, ho sé day cho.”

“Vang a.”

“Luc nady, khi hang phuc Twéc Ho, ta da dung Ctru Ty Chu Ngon. bé
tay nhw thé nay.”

Thai Ky lam theo tw thé cia Canh Ky.

“Pay goi lam Kiém An. Dé tay lén thit lung trong tw thé chuan bi rit
kiém, danh doc bon lan, ngang nam lan.”

Canh Ky cam lay tay Thai Ky, huéng dan cac dong tac. “Nao, bay gio
néi: ‘Lam binh ddu gia giai tran liét tién hanh’.”

“Kho qua...”

“Chi can tap luyén mot chit 1a sé nhé dugce théi. Bong tac phai chinh
xac, khi vira thdy do6i tha mat tap trung thi 1dp tic niém chi. Tuy nhién,
viéc nay can hiéu biét sdu vé Bat Quai, lic nay, dé chi can nhg: ‘Than sac
minh sac, thién thanh dia thanh. Than quan thanh quén, bat 6 bat troc. Quy
mi hang phuc, am duvong hoa hop. Lap tic tuan lenh’.”

Thai Ky nhin Canh Ky mot cac khon kho.

Canh Ky lai cuoi gugng: “Quy mi hang phuc, am duong hoa hop. Lap
tirc tuan lénh.”

“Vang a...”
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“Sau do gio cao tay phdi 1én ngang dau, long ban tay ngtta ra ngoai dé
tiép nhan Vu Y, tay trai chi vé phia gét chan roi goi tén yéu qudi. C6 lic chi
moi tén né xuat hién trong dau dé, nhung co lic la ca tén lan cach viét. D6
la ban nang cua ky lan.”

“Vang.”

Thai Ky thé dai, Canh Ky xo0a dau cau.

“Con mot it thoi gian trwde khi tir khi dén, dé c6 muon tap luyén véi
vai yéu quai nho khong?”

Thai Ky gat dau. Nhung két qua la dén cudi ngay, van chang cé yéu
qudi nao chiu quy phuc than cha cta cau.

6.3 Ngay ha chi cudi cling ciing dén.

Thai Ky van con ngu say khi San Tt dén danh thitc cau day. Hom qua,
chinh xac hon la gan sang, Thai Ky mdi tré vé tr Hoang Hai, ngti quén
trong long San Tw. Nhin Thai Ky nga ngon thé nay, San Tw ciing khong
muon danh thitc, nhwng néu khong thivc day bay gio thi nhat dinh Théai Ky
sé hoi han.

“Thai Ky da day chwa?”

Giong Dung Kha vang lén, c6 vén rem vao phong, nhin quanh mot lic
r6i mim cuwoi.

“That la...” Dung Kha nhin San Tw. “Xem ra toi qua ngai da veé tré
lam nhi? Két qua thé nao?”

San Tt lac dau.

Du ho da & Hoang Hai dén ntta dém nhung Thai Ky van chwa hang
phuc dugc mét yéu quai nao. Canh Ky va cac tién nit déu c6 gang day cau
chu thuat nhung tat ca yéu quai déu chay thoat dwgc cai nhin cta cau. Tuy
khong ai néi ra nhung ca Canh Ky lan San Tt déu biét rang tinh than cta
Thai Ky van chuva du.

“Ra vay... Chac la ngai that vong lam. Nhung ching ta phai danh thirc
Thai Ky day thoi.”

San T gat dau, khé lay Thai Ky thém mot lan nita va goi: “Thai
Ky...”
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Dung Kha kéo hét man Ién, dé anh mat trdi tran vao phong roéi noi:
“Thai Ky, day mau, khong Céanh Dai phu sé di mat day.”

“Um...” Cudi cung, Thai Ky ciling chiu nhiic nhich mét chit, nhung
chi la mot cai trd minh, roi lai tiép tuc ngu say.

“That la...”

“Ctt dé Thai Ky ngu tiép di.”

Dung Kha va San T déu quay lai nhin vé phia ctta vao, noi phat ra
am thanh ay.

“Huyén quan!”

Ngoc Diép mim cudi: “Khong can phéi danh thitc ngai dau.”

“HO6m qua ching ta vé tré lam. C& dé dé dy ngt thém mat ldc.” Pang
sau Ngoc Diep la Canh Ky.

Dung Kha x4u ho, vdi vang quay ra sau danh thitc Thai Ky: “Nhu thé
that 1é 1am. Thai Ky, dady mau!”

“Thoi, ct dé dé ay ngt thém mot chut.”

Nhwng Dung Kha van dit khoac lac dau: “Khong dwgc. Néu thé thi
khi Thai Ky day, ngai sé rat buon.”

San Tw cling gat dau. Co biét t6i qua, Thai Ky da tré vé trong tinh
trang ca tinh than lan thé chat déu kiét qué, nhwng cau van khong muoén di
ngu.

San Tw lay manh Thai Ky va goi: “Thai Ky! Thai Ky!”

Sau khi bj lay ba lan, cud6i cung Thai Ky cling m& mat. Cau chép mat
mady cai roi giat minh ngoi day.

“Pai phu...”

San Tt vira chai toc cho Thai Ky vira néi: “Nguwoi van con ¢ day.”

Théai Ky lai chép chdp mat, bat chot nhin thdy rat nhiéu ngudi 16n
dang cuwoi minh, mdt cau do len.

“Xin 16i... Chao buoi sang!”

“Xin Huyén quan va Dai phu thi 16i. Thwong thi Thai Ky day rat ding
gio.”

Ngoc Diép cwoi, tay cam lay tach tra Dung Kha dwa cho va nhin Cénh
Ky: “T6t qua, xem ra Thai Ky da coi con nhw anh ruot roi.”
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Canh Ky van giit vé mat vo cam, khong 1én tiéng.

“Canh Dai phuy, con qua that da gitp chiang ta rat nhiéu.”

Nghe Ngoc Diép néi thé, Dung Kha chi cwdi. Tuy nhién, Canh Ky lai
thé dai.

“Nhwng nhu thé van con chwa dd. Qua that xin 16i.”

“Tat ca déu la nang luc thién phd, khong dé gi dién dat bang 16i. Con
da co hét sttc 16i, ching ta déu rat vui mirng.”

Trong Canh Ky lai cang tram mac hon. Ngoc Diép mim cudi, cung lic
do, San Tw da thay quan o xong cho Thai Ky va ca hai cung di vao.

“Xin 16i.”

Canh Ky dé tach tra xudng, ngoi day va cui nguwoi chao Thai Ky:
“Thai Ky, ta dén day la dé tam biét dé.”

Thai Ky nhin Canh Ky, doi mat do 1én: “Anh phai di that sao?”

“Ta khong thé rdi virong quoc cta minh qua lau. Xin 16i vi da khong
thé gitp dé duwgc nhiéu hon.”

“Khong, em mdi la ngwdi phai xin 16i. Em that ngéc nghéch.”

“Khong dau.”

“Canh bai phy, xin hdy bao trong.”

“Thai Ky cling vay.”

“Da.”

Nhin chd ky 1an nhé dang c6 nén nhitng giot nwéc mat vao trong,
Canh Ky dat tay 1én vai cau: “Khéng can phai hap tap. Troi cao da tao ra ky
lan thi sé phu ho cho de.”

“Vang...”

“Hy vong dé sé sém tim dugc quoc veeong cia minh. Khanh quéc nam
phia bén kia Hw Hai, sau khi dé vé nuwéc, ching ta sé cé co hoi gap lai
nhau.”

Théi Ky kéo lay vat do Canh Ky va néi: “Chung ta sé gap lai nhau u?
That khong?”

Canh Ky cwoi, nhin Thai Ky trong ngong gap lai minh nhu thé, trong
long anh rat vui: “Chac chan. Khi dé vé nwdc, ta nhat dinh sé dén tham va
chuc mung de.”
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Nghe thay thé, mat Thai Ky sang 1én: “Vang a!”

Néu c6 thé, Canh Ky mu6n & lai cho dén khi Thai Ky hang phuc duoc
st 1énh va c6 thé doéi phé véi dam ngudi leo ndi. Tuy nhién, anh da roi
Khanh quéc qua lau, trede khi di, anh da hiva rdang sé vé cham nhat 1a vao
ngay ha chi.

“Pai phy, anh dinh di tw dau?”

“Bach Quy cung.”

“Vay em di cung anh dén d6 dugc khong?”

Canh Ky mim cuwoi: “Tat nhién ro6i. Ban Ctr va Twdc H6 cling sé di
cung.”

“Vang a.”

Ngoc Diép ngoi day, nhin hai ky lan tre6c mat minh: “Xem ra Thai
Ky rat than thiét vi st 1énh cia Canh Pai phu nhi?”

“Ban Cu thuvong choi voi con.”

“Tot qua.” Ngoc Diép cudi roi nhin Canh Ky, tay anh van con dat trén
vai chu ky 1an nhé. “Canh Dai phy, con da rit c6 gang. So véi trudce kia,
con da cuw x hoa nha hon nhiéu r6i.”

“Khong phadi...” Thai Ky nhin Ngoc Diép. “Canh Dai phu von rat diu
dang.”

Nghe giong diéu that tha cua Thai Ky, Ngoc Diép nhin Dung Kha:
“Vay sao?”

“Vang!” Thai Ky qua quyét.

Ngoc Diép cudi 16n. Midt Canh Ky trong cé vé phiic tap, con tat ca cac
tién nit trong phong, ké cd Dung Kha déu cudi 6 1én.

Ngay ca cac tién nit va Ngoc Diép ciling khong ngo rang sy diu dang
day vung vé nay cua Canh Ky lai khién Canh Vwong Thu Giac lac 16i. Tuy
nhién, do lai la mot cau chuyén khac.

6.4 Tién dwa Canh Ky di, trong long Thai Ky v6 cting budn ba. Tuy
nhién, gio nay, cau ciing khong c6 thoi gian dé buon. Sau ngay ha chi, cac
tién nit thay phién nhau canh gac khap dwong dén Phi D6 cung. Nghi lé
dang hwong sap duwgc ctr hanh nén tat cd cac cd6 déu an mac xinh dep hon
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ngay thwong, ngay ca bay bién & Lo Thién cung va quan ao cta Théi Ky
cling 16ng lay hon. Mua 1é hoi da bat dau & Bong Son.

Thai Ky ngo6i trén mot tang da gan xa than moc. Khi dao budc trong
mé cung, moi ngon gi6 déu phang phat hwong hoa, nhung trén cac vach da,
gio lai dem dén huwong vi caa bién ca, Thai Ky ludn thay diéu nay thu vi.
Tw trén cao, cau thdy co6 céi gi d6 dang tién dén tir phia Tay Nam. Nhin
canh vat ay, Thai Ky lai nhé dén lic dwgc ngam nhin Hoang Hai trén lung
Céanh Ky.

Bong Son dugc tao thanh béi nhiéu tdng da hinh thu ky la, nhitng vach
nui phua réu tao thanh mot dia hinh ky di, kéo dai tr chan nui lén dinh nui.
Tuy mé cung da tuwdng chirng nhw rat phitc tap nhung chi c6 mét con dwong
dan dén Phu Do cung. Pa lau lam r6i, cac thang tién da di trén con duong
nay, tao thanh mot con duwdng mon c6 thé nhin thay tr trén cao. Bédi vi chi
c6 mot con duwong nén cling chi c6 mot cong vao Bong Son, duwong chinh
phan lam ba huéng. Mot bang qua Hoang Hai, cling nhw dwong dén Pha Do
cung, con duong nay da dugc in dau nhiéu bwdc chan qua nam thang, khac
sau trén nhitng tang da va doc ndi. Bam lay, song sudi day da vun, nhitng
bia da giita sa mac, bén kia nhitng vach nii thang ditng, con nguoi da xay
dyng mot cdy cau go, cay coi bi don ha tao thanh con dwong mon bang qua
rirng ram. Nhitng dau vét ay kéo dai tir Hoang Hai vé phia bon cong 16n.

Mot trong bon canh ctra vao Hoang Hai, Lénh Khon mon & phia Tay
Nam vita mé ra va déng lai. Nhitng nguwoi dy di dén dau r6i? Ai da vao
cong vao ngay ha chi? Yéu qudi va yéu thu tap trung nhiéu ¢ Hoang Hai
nén cudc hanh trinh nay chac chan rat khé khan va nguy hiém. Nhitng
ngwoi 1én nai thwong di thanh doan dé cing hgp sitc viegt qua hiém nguy,
nghe néi con c6 ca nghé bao vé va huéng dan nguai 1én nui.

“Tim ta... dap rat manh...” Thai Ky thi tham, cau dang ngoi trén vach
d4, om lay dau goi minh.

San T ditng ké bén diu dang an ui: “Ping qua lo lang.”

Gan day Thai Ky ludon c6 nhitng du cam khac thuwong, khi dang choi
dua hay hoc than cha tir cac tién nit, moi khi nhin vé phia Tay Nam, cau lai
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thdy kho thé. R6i khi nhé ra Lénh Khon mén cling & phia Tay Nam, ca
nguwoi cau lai run 1én, tim dap manh. D6 khong phai 1a dw cam t6t, cau
thuwong cam thay c6 mot cai gi dé rat dang so dang dén gan.

“Liéu ta c6 lam dugc khong.”

“Nguoi sé lam dwgce.” San T trd 10i ngan gon, nhitng ngon gi6 thoi
1én giong noi ctia San T, khién nhitng 16i 4y nhw van quanh quan bén tai
Thai Ky.

“San Tw, ngwoi c6 cam thay sé cd quoc veong trong dé khong?”

“Than khong rd.”

“Ta nght la khong co.”

“Nguoi khong mong mudn gap dugc quéc veong sao?”

San T nhin chi nhan cta minh dang ric ngwdi lai, tay 6m chat 1y
dau g6i. Néu tim dugc qudc vuong trong doan ngwoi ay, Thai Ky sg sé phai
roi Bong Son ciing nhw khong chon ding nguwdi. Du vi 1y do gi di chang
nita, San T biét rang Thai Ky rat lo lang ké tir khi ngay ha chi tr6i qua,
diéu nay khién c6 khong mudn roi mat khoi cau. Nhitng nguwdi 1én nii, néu
khong phai loai ngudi tv cho minh 1a quoc vieong thi ciing 1a ngwdi ung ho
nhitng nguwdi cé kha nang trd thanh vua. Nhung diéu do khong cé nghia la
sé c6 quoc vuong trong doan ngwoi lan nay, hodc c6 thé 1a Thai Ky sg phai
tim ra mot qudc vuong. Sau khi dugc Iwa chon, quoc viong sé phai ganh
vac s6 phan cda ca vewong quoc cling nhw sinh mang ctia ky 1an. Néu quéc
vuong lac 16i thi ky 1an phai ganh chiu hau qua, khi ay, ky 1an sé nhiém that
dao, mot trong bénh khong thé cita chita. Vi thé, quéc veong nam trong tay
sinh mang cta ky lan. Trao s6 phan ctia minh cho ngudi khac qua la rat kho
khan va dang so.

“Quoc vuong nhat dinh khong xudt hién sém thé nay...” Théai Ky tw
noi véi minh.

San Tw khong ndi gi.

Thai Ky khong cé st 1énh ciing nhu khong thé bién hinh, cau chi hiéu
mot vai diéu vé ky lan. Trong tinh canh nay, cdm gidc mudn chay tron la rat
binh thuong, khong ai cé thé trach cau.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Canh Dai phy, anh ay...” Thai Ky chuyén hwéng nhin vé phia San
T. “Chang phdi anh 4y da noi sao? Troi cao sé giup ta.”

ROi cau nhin 1én troi, gwong mat tho ngdy t6 vé quyét tam.

“Vang.” San Tt tra 10i.

Nhitng con gié w6t qua cac vach nui.

HET QUYEN 1
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Chuong VII

7.1 “Théi Ky, hom nay ngai phdi roi cung.” Trinh Vé ndi.

Ngay ha chi da qua, Thai Ky biét sém muon gi minh cling sé phai
nghe nhitng 101 nay.

Cau dat diia xuong: “Ta biét roi.”

Sang nay, Thai Ky day s6ém hon moi ngay, ngay ca trang phuc San Tw
chuan bi cho céu ciing 16ng lay hon binh thwong. Cau da sém chuan bi tinh
than don nhan ngay nay.

Dung Kha diu dang vo lwng Thai Ky: “Khong can phai lo lang.”

“Dung Kha, chi c6 di cung em khong?”

Dung Khd mim cuwoi: “Vang, em sé & bén canh ngai.”

“Con San T thi sao?” Thai Ky c6 cam giac co sé khong di.

Trinh Vé gat dau, cau tra 10i cia co cling giong nhw suy doan ctia Thai
Ky.

“Tat nhién San T cling sé di cung, nhung c6 dy phai an than. Tuy
ngai khong thay, nhung San T chac chan dang ¢ dau do rat gan.”

Thai Ky thé dai that vong. Néu San T ¢ gan do thi dén luc can, co
khong thé nam ldy tay cau cling nhw vo vé, an i cau.

“Em hiéu r6i...”

Trinh Vé va Dung Kha di trwdc, phia sau la mwoi tién nit khac, vay
quanh Thai Ky & gitta. Poan nguoi di xuéng con duong nho, huéng vé
cong Bong L cung. Trudc khi canh ctta dwge mé ra, Thai Ky van nhé bén
kia la mot mé cung hoang vu kéo dai, nhung gio day, canh vat bén ngoai da
thay doi han. Tang tang 16p 16p nhitng ngon nui cao vt tao thanh nhitng
con séng xanh réu, thap thoang trén swon nui la bai c6 diém mau sac ruc rd.
Nhitng can léu san sat, xen vao dé la hang loat cd xi, chuong trai da dugc
dung 1én dé gilt ngwa va cac loai thu ky la khac cung nhitng day phoi quan
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do. Rt nhiéu nguwoi an mac da kiéu dang dao quanh, nhw mot ngdi lang
nho dot nhién xudt hién.

Thai Ky bat dau cdm thay e sg ma nam chat 14y tay Trinh Vé.

“Dung sg, the gian mot chut nao.”

Théi Ky dung dnh mat dap lai Trinh Vé va hit vao that sau. Trinh Vé
nam lay ban tay nhé bé cua cdu, bat dau buéc vé phia tredec. Mot ngwdi dan
ong & tredc mot cai léu gan dé da thdy ho va quy xudng, hanh dong nay
nhanh choéng lan ra, ro6i tat cd nhitng ngudi dang tro chuyén trén bai cé déu
dong loat quy xuong. Thai Ky nam chat hon tay Trinh V&, run ray nhin vé
phia chiéc trdm cai t6c cua vi tién nit di phia tredc, hy vong viéc nay giup
diu di cam giac khé chiu vi bi qua nhiéu 4nh mat nhin cham chap.

“Ngai 6n khong?” Giong néi diu dang ctia Dung Kha vang lén phia
sau.

“Vang... Em noi chuyén dugc khong?”

“Di nhién. Khong can phai sg.”

“Vang a.”

Nghi thi'c dang huvong xem ra khong khé nhu cau da nghi nén Thai
Ky thé phao nhe nhom.

“Tat ca déu ¢ day u?”

“Khong a, chi m&i c6 mot nira dén trede.” Dung Kha tra 101i.

“0, tot...”

Nhin quanh, ciu thay rat nhiéu ngwoi ban giap tru. Cé rat nhiéu nguoi
tré cling nhu 16n tudi, tuy dan 6ng nhiéu hon nhwng s6 lwong phu nit cling
khong it.

“Em khong ngo lai c6 nhiéu nit dén vay.”

Trinh V& mim cwdi, nu cwdi cia cd6 khong giong nhu thuwong ngay,
nhw c6 nén di cam xtc riéng. Trinh Vé cling héi hop, do la cach c6 dé thé
hién tam trang ctia minh.

“D1 nhiéen... Ngai thich phung s nam viong hay nit viwcong?”

“Em cling khong biét.”

Con duwong tir cong 16n dén Pha Do cung duwgce bao phu béi bo da, rat
nhiéu nguwoi da tu tap hai bén ngwdi, quy xudéng chao ho, khién Thai Ky
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cam thay khong ty nhién.

“Tai sao tat cA moi nguwoi déu quy?”

“DP6 la nghi thirc.” Trinh Vé biét néu c6 dung tw ‘dia vi’, Thai Ky chac
chan sé khong hiéu 1am, nén c6 da théi dung ti nay.

“Em c6 can phdi chao lai ho khéng?”

“Bay gio thi chwa. Khi tro chuyén cung ai do, ngai c6 thé moi nguoi
ay ding lén.”

“Em noi chuyén v6i ho dugc a?”

“Sau khi nghi l1é dang hwong két thiic thi ngai cé thé hoi bat cit ai vé
bat ky chuyén gi.”

“Co rat nhiéu thu vat ¢ day...”

“P¢ la yéu tha. Tat cd moi ngwdi déu cudi yéu thu dén day.”

“0...”

Mot so6 trong nhw ho, mot so tréng nhu sw ti, s6 khac lai trong nhw
ngua hodc bo.

“Yéu thu cling c6 thé hang phuc dugc sao?”

“D6i véi yéu thu thi phai bat réi thuan dudng ching. Nao, can than
mot chit. Khi vao trong, nh@ phai cui dau thi 1€ nhé.”

Thai Ky dirng lai nhin quanh va nhan ra Phu B6 cung da ¢ ngay trudc
mdt. Bén trong khong gidng Bong Lu cung, bon phia déu duwgc twong cao
phu kin, che khuat di cai nhin cia nguwdi khac. Tran nha cao va rong, mot
ban thd 16n dugce dyng doi dién vdi cita ra vao, chinh dién trong nhuw mot
den tho. Thai Ky lam theo 16i Trinh V§, sau khi cti ngudi tridc ban tho,
cau di vé phia twong, 1dy mot nén nhang roi dang hwong. Sau do, di 1én mot
cau thang nam & goc phai, dén mét té dan cao. D6 1a mdt can phong kiéu
Nhat, tri tm tdm chiéu tatami'l), mot mat 1a twong , ba mit con lai phu
man tric. Tdm man phia trwdc da dugc kéo 1én, bén trong la mot chiéc ghé,
tr do, c6 thé quan sat cong vao Phu Do cung va ban thd. Thai Ky ngoi
xuong, lang 1& nhin cac tién ni t4i bui dang hwong. Cau cam thay c6 anh
mat dang nhin minh, Thai Ky nhin xuéng va nhan ra rat nhiéu ngudi dang
nhin 1én hwéng cau tir phia cta Pha D6 cung. Sau khi céac tién nit hoan tat
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nghi 16, ho cling 1én té dan trén cao dy. Tat ca man tric déu da dugc kéo
len, luc nay, Thai Ky mdi thd phao nhe nhom.

“Tha long mot chut di.” Trinh Vé mim cuoi.

“Bi nhiéu ngwoi nhin thé nay nén tw dung em can thdy hoi hop.”

“Ro6i ngai sé quen thoi.”

“Em goi San Tw vao dugc khong?”

“Néu ha man xudng thi khong cé van dé gi.”

Nghe Trinh Vé néi thé, Thai Ky lién goi San Tw, chi trong chép mat,
nit quai da xuat hién bén canh cau. Thai Ky dwa phan than bao cta San T,
cO dung hai tay om cau vao long, giup cau binh tinh hon. Trong vong tay
cta San ti, Thai Ky cdm thay that am ap.

“Khong can phai hoi hop thé dau.” Trinh Vé cuoi.

“Em biét, nhung em khong thé... Gio em phai lam gi?”

“Nhitng nguwdi 1én nii cling sé dang hwong. Truwde khi trd vé, ngai c6
thé ngoi day quan sat ho, con khong thi ra ngoai tro chuyén véi nhitng
nguoi khac cling dugc.”

Trinh Vé vira néi xong thi da c6 mot ngudi tién vao cung dang huwong,
trong ong ta cé vé cirng ran khac thwong, va ong ta c di nhu thé vé phia
ban tho.

“Thai Ky c6 cdm nhan dwgc vuwong khi khong?” Trinh Vé thi tham
vao tai Thai Ky.

Thai Ky lac dau, té vé khong biét.

“Khong sao. Néu cam thdy c6 veong khi, ct goi chiing em lai r6i néi
nho nhé.”

“Vang.”

Sau khi dang hwong & chinh dién xong, nguwdi dan 6ng kia di vé phia
t€ dan, cdi nguoi r6i quy xudng. Po6 la mot ngwdi dan 6ng 16n tudi, than
hinh to 16n nhw lyc si. Thai Ky c6 gang nghe xem céc tién nit n6i gi voi
ong ta, tuy nhién, Thién Khai, thit cau van chwa biét la gi, c6 vé nhw khong
xuat hién cung ngwdi dan 6ng nay. Nhin anh mat ra hiéu cta Trinh V&, Thai
Ky lac dau, ra hiéu khong c6 gi dac biét xay ra ca.
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[1] Tatami 1a mot loai chiéu c6 truyén Nhat Ban duwgc lam bang rom,
phan 16n dung dé 1at mat san nha theo kiéu truyén thong.

7.2 Thai Ky ling 1& nhin tirng ngudi mot vao thip hwong, sau hai
ngay thi cau bat dau cam thay nham chéan. Bén ngay thi¢ tw, cau quyét dinh
ra ngoai di mot vong. Nghi 1é dang hwong dién ra vao budi sang, trong thoi
gian 4y, Thai Ky chi viéc ngoi trén té dan quan sat nhitng ngudi dén thap
hwong. Pau tién, nhin nhitng nguwdi nay, cau cling thdy cé chit mdéi mé,
khac vdi cac tién nit, mat mii va 4o quan cua ho rat phong phid. Tuy nhién,
cau nhanh chéng cam thay viéc ngoi mot cho thé nay rat buén chan.
Thuwong thi Thai Ky chi & Phu B0 cung dén truwa réi tré lai Bong L cung,
nhung ct ng6i khong mai khién cau thay thoi gian troi qua that cham.

“Em ra ngoai mot chut dugc khong?”

Céc tién nit déu mirng rd khi nghe thdy nhitng 161 nay cta Thai Ky, tat
ca bon ho cling déu cam thay chan.

“Tat nhién.” Dung Kha mirng rd.

“Cac chi déu cho em héi cau nay a?”

“Khong han.” Dung Khé cuoi noi.

“Em cling thdy chan, tir sang dén gio' ching ta da thay Bi dé Pai phu
dén tan sau lan.”

Tuy cdc tién nit c6 nén lai nhing cac c6 van khong khai bat cuoi. Co
nguoi thap hwong dén vai lan trong ngay, da phan la nhitng nguwdi dén Phu
Do cung ngay tir ngay dau tién va tham chi dang hwong dén tan muoi lan
trong moOt ngay nhw nguwoi dan 6ng nay, tredc khi Thai Ky vé lai Bong L
cung. Ong ta trong nhv dai phu ctia mdt vaong quéc nao dé, gwong mit
tron va do nhu trai bi do, vi vay, Thai Ky va cai tién nit tham goi 6ng la ‘Bi
do bai phu’.

“Gi0 nay ra ngoai c6 nguy hiém khong?”

Trinh V€ cuwdi no6i: “Ching em sé di cung, khong can lo dau a. Ma du
c6 gap ké xau thi xung quanh nhat dinh sé cé nhiéu ngwdi thi nhau lam anh
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huing, ai cting muén lot vao mat Thai Ky ma.”

Muoi ké ngu ngoc cé y dinh dot nhap vao Bong L cung da bi truc
xuat khoi Bong Son, nhung khong mot tién nit nao ké lai chuyén nay cho
Thai Ky.

“That a...”

“Sé 6 rat nhiéu nguoi vay quanh va don chao ngai, nhw thé hay hon
la ng6i day ngap ngan ngap dai, phdi khong? Em chac chan la da cé rat
nhiéu ngwdi mat kién nhan lam roi, hy vong ho khéng lam ngai sg.”

“Vay... Em phai néi gi vdi ho.”

“Néu tim ra quoc vuong thi ngai sé theo 1é nghi ma quy xuoéng...”

“Va thé rang sé khong bao gid rdi bé Nguoi, khong bao gio trai 1énh
va hoan toan trung thanh v&i Nguoi.”

“Vang.” Trinh Vé gat dau.

“Néu nguoi do khong phai la quoc viong thi sao?”

“V1 thoi gian nay la ha chi nén theo 1€, ngai s€ ndi: ‘Xin hay bdo trong
cho dén ngay thu phan’.”

“Vay em chi can bao ho bdo trong cho dén ngay An Hap tiép theo la
dwgc chur gi?”

“Vang a.”

“L& em n6i nham thi sao?”

Trinh V& mim cuwoi an ui Thai Ky: “Dung lo, sé khong cé chuyén gi
xay ra dau.”

“San Tw di cung chung ta dvgc khong?”

“San Tw sé an than gan d6. Ngai khong nén goi c6 ay ra ¢ cho dong
nguoi, nhw thé sé lam ngwa va ky thi hoang sg.”

Mot nhom tién nit dwa Thai Ky roi cung. Cac tién nit con lai déu nhin
ho bang anh mat ghen ti, nhiém vu cta cac co la giam sat dién thd cho dén
khi nghi 1é dang huwong két thic, dong thoi giup do nhitng ngwoi 1én nui.
DPoi vGi nhitng ngudi muodn trd thanh qudc virong, mua 1é hoi nay vo cung
quan trong, con doi vGi cac tién nit, day cling la mot dip nao nhiét. Cac tién
nit von it khi hoi han vi da nhép tién tich, nhung song lau thé nay, déi khi
ho cling cé chit buon chan. Vao ngay ha chi, cac tién nit thwong danh
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nhiéu thoi gian dé cham chit vé ngoai cia minh, khéng chi vi uy nghi cta
mot tién ni* ma con dé dua gidn vdi tinh cdm cda nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng 1én
nui. Tuy nhién, cling c6 doi khi tinh gia thanh that, da c6 vai truong hop
tién nit xudng nui theo nguwdi dan 6ng cua minh.

Théi Ky kho6 khan lam méi quyét dinh ra ngoai, khong may, nguoi dau
tién cau gap lai chinh l1a Bi do Pai phu rat v la sot sang ay. Co 1é ong ta da
dung léu ¢ gan Pha Do cung nén khi Thai Ky va céc tién nit vira ra khoi
ctra, Bi do Pai phu da lao dén hanh 18 véi téc do chéng mit. Ong ta quy
xuong, tran gan cham dat, trong nhw mot vat nang chich dé ap xudng dat.
Céc tién nit c6 gitr vé mdt uy nghiém, nhung nhin thdy canh tuwgng dy, ho
khong nhin cuwdi ndi, ngay ca nhitng nguwdi xung quanh ciing bat cuoi.

“X... Xin chic Béng Son cong mot ngay t6t lanh.” Bi d6 Pai phu hoi
hop dén do giong run 1én. “Than la L Bach, tw ma caa Thuy chau, qué &
hwong Nam Ung, thudc Ma chau.”

Li* Bach néi mot mach, giong run 1én vi hoi hop. Thai Ky van con qua
bé dé hiéu sy xu ninh dang sau nhitng 16i nay.

“Than rat vinh hanh dwgc bai kién Bong Son cong. Chiic Nguwdi van
tho vo cuong.”

Thai Ky khong biét phai lam thé nao, cau nhin Dung Kha. C6 nhuéng
mat nhin lai cau, Thai Ky té vé hiéu y, cau cui xudng, noéi vGi ngudoi dan
ong dang quy duéi dat: “Xin hay béo trong... cho dén ngay thu phan.”

Ong ta lap t’c ngan dau lén, bo vai rii xudng.

“That... That sao? Than... Than hiéu r6i.” Ong ta néi.

Nhin guwong mat xui 1o caa Bi do Pai phu, Dung Kha khé cuwoi khuc
khich, nhe nhang day Thai Ky mot cai.

“Pi nao. C¥ nhw chiing ta van di dao moi ngay thoi.”

Khi rdi di, cac tién nit van con quay lai nhin ngudi dan 6ng dy. Sau khi
di dwgc mot doan xa, mot tién nit mdi no6i véi Thai Ky: “Vira r6i may ma
ngai ngan kip, néu khong chang biét cai ga dy dinh néi dén bao gio nita.”

“Em ciling khong tim dugc chdé ma xen vao.”

“May ma han khong thanh chu nhan cta ngai, nhuw thé sé rat uéng
phi.”
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Nhin gwong médt nhe nhdm cta céac tién nit, Thai Ky nghiéng dau hoi:
“Ong ta khong t6t a?”

“Néu ngai nhin thady Thién Khai thi du ngwoi tot hay xdu gi cling tré
thanh quéc vuwong dwogc. Chi ¢c6 la dé mot quoc veong bi dé cai tri nhw thé
thi qua that xdu mat PGi quoc. Tuy quéc vwong khong nhat thiét phai tuan
my hay xinh dep, nhung ngudi c6 tu chat thi nhat dinh sé c6 dién mao day
khi chat.”

“Vay... sao0?”

Dung Kha mim cudi: “Dung nghe may 16i linh tinh cta ho. Biém mau
chot 1a ngai c6 nhan dwgc Thién Khai hay khéng thoi.”

Nghe thdy nhitng 16i nay cia Dung Kha, cac tién nit khac déu cuoi 6
len.

“Nhuwng ma, Dung Kha, truede gio ching ta chwa titng c6 quoc vuong
nao xau xi ca?”

“Pung, dung. Khi chat cia mdt ngwoi toat 1én tiv ca vé bé ngoai cia
ho. Hon nita, nguwdi c6 tw chat thanh vua thi ca bén ngoai lan bén trong cua
ho déu mang khi chat cia mot qudc vwong.”

“Ra ngoai roi, cac chi n6i nhé mot chit dwge khong?” Dung Kha nhe
nhang trach moc, cac tién nit khac lién ngung cuoi.

Nhin thdy ho thoi dua nita, Dung Kha khéng khéi mim cuwoi. Co cii
xuong no6i véi Thai Ky: “Ding dé y dén may chuyén linh tinh ay. Ngai chi
can cho doi Thién Khai thoi.”

“Vang...”

7.3 Thai Ky bi rdt nhiéu ngudi vay quanh, thi nhau hét hanh 18 dén
héi tham, nhung cau khéng cam thay co6 diém gi ky la ca. S6 luvgng nguoi
lén ndi cung tuy tung ctia ho da 1én dén ba tram. Bén canh cac vi chi nhan
mong muon tré thanh quoc viong, nhitng thudc ha di cung cling c6 co hdi
dwgce chon. Rat nhiéu nguwdi vira nhin thady Thai Ky thi da voi vang chay
dén, nhitng cling cé nhitng ngwoi lwa chon im lang, ti€p tuc cong viéc cua
minh. Cac tién nit cling c6 nhac qua rang khong can phai tro chuyén dé biét
nguwoi dé cé phdi quéc veong hay khong, ky 1an c6 thé cdm nhan dugc
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vuong khi. Tuy nhién, khong mot diém bao nao chitng té Thién Khai xuat
hién. Bat ké la nguwdi dén tro chuyén cung Thai Ky hay ditng xa quan sat,
do6i mat ho déu tran day hy vong, diéu nay khién cau cam thay vo cung kho
s@ vi da khong dap tng dugc ky vong cua ho.

Sau khi thoat khoi mot dam ngudi, Thai Ky thd dai. Thay thé, Dung
Kha voi vang tran an: “Thai Ky da mét chwa?”

“Chuwa a. Chi la thoang céi da gap nhiéu nguwoi thé nay...”

“Cling da qua truva r6i, ngai c6 muon quay lai Pha DPo cung nghi mot
chit khong? Hay la vé Bong Lv cung nhé?”

“Vang...”

Théi Ky gat dau roi nhin quanh, bat chot, &nh mat cta cau ding lai &
mot cai g1 dé nén voi vang kéo tay Dung Kha va noi: “Dung Kha, nhin kia!
Con cho do6 c6 canh!”

Gan mot s6 can léu, m6t con ché to dang dwogc nhét trong chudng
cung ngya, xung quanh la vai nguoi dang cham soc no.

“Pd la mdt con thién ma. Ngai c6 mudn dén xem né khong?”

“Pugc khong?”

“Puoc chi.”

Dung Kha nam lay tay Thai Ky, dan cdu di vé phia can léu, noi con
thién ma dugc xich lai. N6 c6 co thé to 16n mau trang, dau phua long den,
trén lung la mot doi canh, trong cuc ky xinh dep.

“Ah... Chang phai la Bong Son cong sao? Chiac Nguwoi van tho vo
cwong.” Mot trong nhitng ngudi dang cham séc con thién ma da thay Thai
Ky va v0i vang hanh lé.

“Con thién ma nay la cua cac vi a?”

“Vang.”

“Co thé dé Bong Son cong xem qua mdt chut duge khéng?”

“P¢ la vinh dy ctia chiing than a.”

Co6 gai mim cuoi réi dan Théai Ky dén gan con thién ma. Dudi sy bao
vé cua Dung Kha, Thai Ky twr ttt dén gan va nhan ra n6 16n hon cau tuéng.

“To qua...” Thai Ky thi tham.

“N6 van con nho so véi nhitng con khac.”
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CO géi quy xudng, trong nhitng nguwdi cham séc né, co ta c6 vé la chu
nhan cua con thién ma.

“Xin hay ditng 1én. Ta c6 thé vudt ve né dugc khong?”

“Cam on Bong Son cong. Xin Ngudi ¢t tw nhién, n6 rat than thién.”

Nghe c6 gdi n6i vay, Thai Ky chan chtr mot chit r6i dua tay ra. Bo
16ng sang cua né citng hon bé ngoai. Khi Thai Ky gai gai c6 nd, con thién
ma nhdm mat lai, to vé dé chiu.

“Ngoan that... No tén gi?”

“Tén no6 la Phi Yén.”

“Phi Yén?” Thai Ky lap lai.

Con thién ma van nham mat, kéu v & khi Thai Ky co nhe vao tai no.

“N6 c6 can khong?”

“Xin dirng lo. N6 khong bao gid vo cd can nguwdi. Thién ma la mot
loai yéu thu rat dé bao. Hon nita, tinh Phi Yén ciing rat hién, n6 biét r6 ai la
ngwoi khong nén can.”

“N6 khon qua.”

Théi Ky danh nhiéu thoi gian dé tro chuyén cung co gai vé con thién
ma. Cau rat quan tam lam thé nao c6 ta bat dwgc va cham séc né, cling nhw
cudi trén lung né c6 cam giac ra sao. Bén canh giong noi diu dang va lich
si, nhitng cau tra 16i cia c6 déu rat dé hiéu. Diéu nay khién Thai Ky cam
thdy co6 la mot nguwoi rat kién cwong. Thai Ky von cling khong biét doan
tudi nguoi 1on dva trén dung mao, cdu chi biét c6 ta chac chan 16n tudi hon
Dung Kha va Trinh Vé. Ciing cé thé la do cdm giac vé c6 khac han nhitng
tién ni* nén Thai Ky cam thdy c6 chin chan hon. Cac tién ni* déu rat xinh
dep trong nhitng b vay lua, toc cai tram, moi nguwoi déu cé vé dep riéng
ctia minh. B4i lap véi ho, cd gai nay an ban don gidn nhw dan ong, trén
nguwoi khong deo bat ¢t nit trang nao, mai téc mau nau doé xda xudng bo
vai. C0 ta rat cao, moi ¢ chi déu duyén dang va diu dang, gwong mat xinh
dep khac han vai vé dep cua Ngoc Diép va cac tién nit, d6 1a mot vé dep
hoan toan khac.

“Cam on vi da cho ta xem Phi Yén.” Thai Ky mién cudng roi tay khai
con thién ma.
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“Khong c6 gi. Than nghi Phi Yén ciing rat thich Nguwoi.”

“Xin hoi cac ha tir dau dén.”

“Than dén tir Thira chau, l1a twéng quan cta chau sw. Tén la Luu Tuw, tw
Ly Trai.”

DPo6i mat Thai Ky thoang sg hai. Moi viong quoc chia lam chin chau,
moi chau dugc cai tri bai chau hau. Moi chau cling déu c6 quan doi riéng
ctia minh, titc chau hau sw, goi tat la chau sw. Mitc do 16n nho cia quan doi
la tuy dién tich cia chau, gom twr hai dén bon su doan, twong duwong vdi hai
dén bon tuwdng quan cho moi chau.

“Ra ngai la mot twéng quan.”

Vi thé nén c6 ta khac han céc tién ni.

“Vang, chi tiéc 1a nang Iyc cua than cé han.”

Thai Ky rat thich c6 gai nay nén khng mudn lam co ta that vong, tuy
nhién, cau khong nhan duwgc bat cit dau hiéu nao ctia Thién Khai.

“Xin hay bao trong cho dén ngay thu phan.”

Guong mat Ly Trai 10 vé that vong roi nhanh chéng binh thuwong lai,
nd maot nu cuwoi roi thi 1€ vai Thai Ky.

“Xin cdm on Nguoi. Than cling xin chic Bong Son cong an khang.”

“Cam on.”

Trach nhiém chon ldy m6t nguwdi phu hgp dé nang 1én vai Thai Ky,
Thién Khai khong dua trén viéc cau cé thich nguwdoi do hay khong, diéu nay
khién Théi Ky cam thay té hon.

“A... Néu c6 thoi gian, ta c6 thé quay lai thim Phi Yén dugc khong?”

Ly Trai cwdi that twoi va noi: “Tat nhién la dwgc, Ngwoi co thé dén bat
ct luc nao.”

7.4 Roi 1éu caa Ly Trai, Thai Ky gip mot tran gdy go trén dudng hoi
cung. R4t dong nguai tu tap phia trvdc nén cau khong biét chuyén gi dang
xdy ra, cac tién nit thi chi thi tham v&i nhau. Khi vira nghe dén chit ‘danh
nhau’, Thai Ky lién nam lay vat do Dung Kha. Bat ké thé nao thi bao lyc
cling lam cdu sg hai nhv mau, cau khong sg bi danh tring ma la nhitng
hanh vi bao lyc cung nhitng con nguoi hung bao.
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“Chuyén gi dang xdy ra ¢ day?”

Nghe thay tiéng ctia mdt tién nit, nhitng nguwoi ditng xem lién quay lai
va nhin thay Thai Ky, tit ca déu dong loat quy xudng.

“Chuyén nay...”

Moi ngudi déu biét Bong Son cong von rat ghét mau va bao lyc, vi thé
nén nhitng hanh dong gay dé mau tuyét déi bi cam, nhitng nguwdi tham gia
gay go sé lap tic bi truc xuat khoi nui thiéng.

“That la! Sao nhan tai BGi quoc lai so sudt va néng ndy thé nay!” Mot
tién nit khong khoi cam than khi di vé phia dam déng.

Do phong tuc tdp quan nén dan ching ¢ moi quoc gia c6 tinh tinh khac
nhau, dan BGi quoc truede gio ndi tiéng tai gidi. Theo 18 thuwong, dan tinh sé
anh hudng dén ky lan, nhung ciing c6 treong hgp ngoai €.

“Dung tay! Cac ngwoi nghi minh la ai chit?”

Pam dong dat ra, nhuwong dudng cho cac tién nit. O gitta 1a hai ngudi
dan 6ng, mot ngwoi to 16n va ran chac, tay cam treong kiém. Nguoi kia
thap hon, tay nam thanh qué dam, twéng mao hién ngang. Tuy tung ctia ho
cling mang kiém nhung khong rit ra. Ai cling cé thé nhan ra rang ngudoi
dan 6ng nho con hon 1o rang dang chiém wu thé va khi chét ctia anh ta da
thu huat Thai Ky. Bo gidp den doi nghich véi mai téc bach kim, lan da ram
nang anh 1én dudi anh sang mat troi, than hinh cao 16n va nhanh nhen nhw
mot con manh tha.

Cac tien nit vugt qua doan nguoi, dy dinh ngan ho lai nhung khong
ngo cudc au da nay da két thic. Sau khi né mot kiém, chi véi tay khong,
nguwoi dan 6ng nhé hon da ha guc ga to 16n, khién han nam liét dwdi dat,
khong ditng day noi.

Anh ta nhin doi tha ctia minh va néi: “Lam sao nguwoi dam ruat kiém ra
tai noi nay. Nguoi nén cu x& chrng myc hon.”

Tirng hanh dong ctia anh ta khéng hé 16 ra vé dac thang, giong diéu
cling rat duwong hoang. Sau khi dit 161, anh ta quay lai va nhin thdy anh mat
cua Thai Ky.

DO6i mat nguoi nay dé nhw mdu.
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Théai Ky nam chat vay Dung Kha hon, d6i mat ay khién cau vo clung
sg hai, chi mudn roi khéi noi nay ngay lap titc. Khi Dung Khd dinh dua
Théai Ky di thi anh ta da khoan thai tién vé phia treéc Thai Ky va quy
xuong.

“That khéng ngo Bong Son cong ciing ¢ day.”

Guong mat anh gian ra, nu cwdi cling tréd nén hién hoa hon, gép phan
lam diju di an twgng dau tién cia Thai Ky vé anh ta. Rat nhiéu ngudi cling
1ap tic dén bai kién nén Thai Ky danh ding lai, tay van nam lay vay Dung
Kha.

“Xin Nguwai thit 16i vi da dé chuyén nay xay ra.”

Thai Ky khong tra 10i nén Dung Kha thay cau noi v6i ngwoi dan ong
tredc mat: “Lan sau xin tranh dé xdy ra nhitng chuyén nhv thé nay & Bong
Son.”

“Than v6 cung xin 16i.”

Dung Kha nam lay tay Thai Ky dé tran an cau, nhé nhang vo lung va
day cau vé phia truéec.

“Khong sao dau! Cudc au da ciing da két thac, khong ai bi thuwong ca.”

Nghe nhitng 10i nay cia Dung Khd, Thai Ky chi khé gat dau, nguoi
dan ong trudc mat da khién cau s¢g dén néi khéng nén 10i. Trong anh ta c6
vé 16n tudi hon Ly Trai, mai téc bach kim dwgc budc gon don gian phia sau
phan chiéu anh sang xanh, c6 1é mai téc nay khién anh trong gia dan hon
tudi that cia minh. Twéng mao day uy nghi, d6i mat anh 1én mot cai nhin
buot gia dang nhin thang vao Thai Ky nhw mot mdii tén.

Anh ta mim cwdi va néi: “Co 1é than da khién Nguoi so hai. Vo cung
xin 16i.”

“Khong phai...” Cubi cung Thai Ky ciing 1én tiéng. “Chi la ta hoi run
mot chit. Xin héi ngai dén tir dau?”

“Than dén tit Hong Co, 1a chi huy ctia cdm quan cta Ddi quoc, Sa
Tuwéng quan.”

Khi nghe thay tén anh ta, tat cd nhitng ngwdi xung quanh déu thi tham
to nho, té vé than phuc, xem ra anh ta rat n6i tiéng. Cam quan bao gom ba
quan doan trie thudc quéc veong, cong véi ba chau s cta tha do do ky lan
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cai qudn, tao thanh luc sw. Tuy nhién, ban chat cida ky 1an vén khong thé
chi huy quan do6i nén tat cd quan doan nay déu thudc vé quoc vieong. Vi thé
nén luc sw con dugc goi la virong sur.

“Tén than la Téng, ty Kiéu Tong.”

Théi Ky s¢ dén d6 khong dam nhin thang vao mat anh ta nhuwng lai
cam thay phai néi gi dé trong tinh hinh nay, cudi cung cdu ciing quyét dinh
1én tiéng.

“Ra... Ngai la mot twéng quan.”

Cho du cung la twéng quan nhwng Kiéu Tong trong ran roi hon mot
Ly Trai diu dang. Cam giac nay khong phai do tinh cach cia méi nguwoi ma
la do chitc vu ctia ho, ngudi dan 6ng nay la twéng quan ctia cdm quan trong
khi khi Ly Trai chi 1a mot nit twéng ctia chau hau sw, vai tro ctia ho hoan
toan khac biét. Tuy nhién, ltic nay, Thai Ky van chwa hiéu.

“Vang. Than tin vao kiém thuat cia minh.”

Nhitng 16i nay khién Thai Ky cdm thay anh ta rat tw tin vao ban than,
cd nguoi tran day khi phach, viéc nay khién Thai Ky khéng muon ¢ day
thém mot phut nao nita. Nhitng ngwoi xung quanh dang hoi nhau liéu nguoi
dan ong nay c6 phai la quéc virong hay khong. Sau khi chac chan khéng c6
diém bao gi xady ra, cau mdi tw tir tha tay do ctia Dung Kha ra.

“...Xin hay bao trong cho dén ngay thu phan.”

Nhitng 161 nay khé thot ra dén noi vira néi xong Thai Ky da quay mat
di ngay. Kiéu Téng gat dau, tuy nhién, cau khéng mudn thdy guong mat
cta anh. Nhitng ngudi xung quanh déu té vé ngac nhién.

“Vay la khong phai Sa Tuwéng quan?”

Tuy khong biét ai n6i 1én nhitng 10i nay, nhung tat cd moi nguwoi lai
tran day hy vong trd thanh qudc vuong.

7.5 “Kiéu Tong? Chinh la Sa Twéng quan cua vuong su phai khong?”

Ngay hom sau, Thai Ky dén gap Ly Trai, nit twéng cau vira quen biét,
va héi vé ngudi dan 6ng tén Kiéu Tong. Co khong hé té vé that vong, ma
nguoc lai, rat niém nd tiép don khi Thai Ky dén tham Phi Yén. Trong khi
cac tién nit tro chuyén cung tuy ting bén ngoai cia co, Thai Ky ng6i xuéng
bén canh Phi Yén va Ly Trai.
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“Ly Trai Twéng quan, ngai la mot twéng quan phai khong? Vay ngai
c6 biét nguwoi ay khong?”

Ly Trai lac dau: “Tuy la twéng quan, nhung than chi la twéng quan caa
chau su. Kieu Tong twéng quan la chi huy cta vwong su, than phan cua
ngai khong gidng than.”

Do 1a do sy khac biét 16n gitra chau hau s va cdm quan. Twéng lanh
ctia cdm quan co6 thé truc tiép ra vao veong cung va thuwong triéu, thao luan
chinh sy cung quoc veong. Trong khi mot chau hau sw chi don thuan la mot
quan nhan, con twéng quan cia cdm quan la can than cia qudc vueong.

“Nhu vay, ngai ay rat noi danh?”

“Vang. Khong chi cé kiém thuat viegt bac, ngai con rat dugc ba quan
nguong mo. Than con nghe ndi ngai vira kién dinh, lai vira thong minh va
1é d6.” Ro6i Ly Trai nhin Théi Ky, tiép 1oi: “C6 vé nhw Bong Son cong rat
quan tam dén Kiéu Tong Twdng quan nhi?”

“Ngay hém qua, ta gap phai mét tran au da...”

Ly Trai gat dau: “Than c6 nghe néi. Bong dung c6 mot ga xuat hién va
vO c@ gdy han véi Kiéu Tong Twdng quan. B6 khong phai 16i ctia ngai ay,
chinh han da xdc pham Kiéu Tong Tuéng quan truedc. Ngai tuyét doi khong
gay chuyén ¢ Bong Son.”

“Vay a...”

Ly Trai nhin thang vao Thai Ky: “Vay Kiéu Téng Tuwéng quan khong
phai la qudc vueong sao?”

Thai Ky nhanh chéng lac dau: “Khong, chi la ngai ay khién ta cam
thay sg...”

Guong mat Ly Trai 10 vé that vong: “Ra khong phéi la Kiéu Tong
Twéng quan...”

“Ta cling nghe nhiéu ngudi noi thé.”

Ly Trai mim cu0i: “Tuy Kieu Tong Twong quan khong phai 1a nguoi
on hoa, nhung ngai nhat dinh khong dang s¢ nhw vay. Than cam thay ngai
ay rat manh mé, toan bd mot van hai tram ngan binh si déu rat kinh yéu
ngai, d6 1a chuyén hiém thay. Tuy ngai cé gay thu chuéc oan véi mot s
nguoi, nhung sé lwgng nguwdi ngudng mo ngai con 16n hon rat nhiéu. Viéc
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Kiéu Tong Twéng quan khong dwgc chon qua khién than cé chut that
vong.”

“Ly Trai Twdéng quan ciling nguwong mo Kiéu Tong Twdng quan u?”

Ly Trai vira vuot ve Phi Yén vira néi: “Vang. Tuy chwa c6 dip gap mat
nhung than rat ngwong mo ngai dy. Néu Kiéu Tong Tuwéng quan tré thanh
quoc vuong, than nhat dinh sé toan tdm phung sy ngai.”

“Khong ngo Kiéu Tong Twdng quan lai dugc yéu quy dén thé.”

Ly Trai gat dau: “Vé kiém thuat, nguwdoi giéi nhat la Dién Vuong, sau
do6 dén Kiéu Tong Tuwéng quan.”

“Vay sao...”

“Cé 1é con co6 nguoi khac xitng dang hon nhung Kiéu Tong Tudng
quan lai nhan dugc sy ung ho rat 16n tir dan ching. Ngai giéi ca vé quan sy
lan chinh tri, lai xuat than ti gia dinh quy toc, la mot nhan tai hiém thay.”

Thai Ky gat dau.

Nhung Thién Khdi da khong xudt hién.

“Tiéc that.” Ly Trai thd dai.

Trong quan doi, khong ai vugt qua dwge Sa Twdéng quan ctia cam
quan. Kiéu Tong trd thanh twéng quan khi con tubi doi van con rat tré, nam
ay, quan phién loan anh dwgc ctr di thdo phat cudi cung lai vi ngwdng mo
ma quy thudn anh. Nhitng ngwoi don thuan giéi van hodc vo rat nhiéu,
nhuwng mét nguwdi van vo song toan, lai c6 danh tiéng nhw anh thi rat hiém
c6. Trén thyc t€, khi dén Lénh Khén mo6n va nghe no6i Kiéu Tong cé mat
trong doan 1én nui lan nay, Ly Trai da tv bo hy vong tré thanh qudc viong.
Co cting la mot twong quan dugce quan binh kinh yéeu bai sy diu dang va tai
nang cua minh. Co biét moi ngwoi déu rat ky vong vao minh, ho tin rang c6
la nguwoi dwgce chon, vi thé nén co 1én nidi. Tuy nhién, tit trong sau trong
long, c6 biét tai nang cia minh van chwa du, va c6 khong thé virot qua dugc
Kieu Tong.

“That dang tiéc...” Ly Trai lam bam.

Nghe thdy thé, Thai Ky lién noi: “Ta cam thay Ly Trai twéng quan co
thé tré thanh mot nit vieong vi dai...”

Ly Trai bat cuoi: “Nguwoi da qua khen. Cam on.”
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“Ta that sy nghi vay.”

“Than rat vinh hanh, nhung xem ra Nguwoi da két ludn hoi sém. Co
nhitng ké sé lgi dung long t6t cia Ngudi vi quyeén luc va tién bac.” Ly Trai
CUoi noi.

Thai Ky ngac nhién: “C6 ngudi nhu thé u?”

“Co6 chtt, loai nguoi nhw vay cé ¢ khap noi. Trong doan ngudi nay, cé
nhitng ké biét chac minh khong du nang luc dé trd thanh vua nhung van 1én
ndi, nhan co hoi nay tiép can Béng Son cong hodc quoc veong twong lai dé
tw 1oi vé sau.”

“That sao?”

“Tiéc la diéu ay hoan toan ding. Giong nhw than, than hy vong sau khi
Nguoi ha son va tré vé Ddi qudc, Nguoi cé thé tién cir than vao veong su.”

Thai Ky 6m dau: “Ly Trai... khong phai nguwdi nhw vay.”

Ly Trai lai bat cuoi: “Béng Son céng, Nguwoi qua that khéo an néi,
nhitng 10i nay ctia Nguwoi khién than rat vui.”

“Vay u?”

“Vang.” Ly Trai ditng day, phui bui cé khoi ao. “Cé vé cac tién nit
cling tro chuyén xong ro6i. Néu Nguwoi khong phién, ching ta di dao mot
vong quanh khu nay nhé.”
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Chuong VIII

8.1 “Dung Khd, em ra ngoai duvgc khong?” Vira vao Phu B0 cung,
Thai Ky da voi vang héi ngay.

Dung Khd mim cudi: “Di nhién, ngai muon di gdp Ly Trai Tudng
quan a?”

“Nhuw thé khong dwogc sao...?”

“Tat nhién la dugc, Ly Trai Twéng quan la nguwoi tot. Hon nita, co ay
con la mot twéng quan nén chiing em rat yén tam.”

Sau khi dwgc cho phép, Thai Ky lién cung cac tién nit r0i cung. Thoi
gian qua, c4c tién nit cling da bat dau quen biét mdt s6 ngwdi 1én nui, cac co
cling thwong tro chuyén cung ho. Dan dan, s6 lwgng tién nit di theo Thai
Ky ngay cang giam dan, ngay cd Dung Kha cling vira dirng lai tro chuyén
cung mot ngwoi tuy tung tredc khi dén l1éu cia Ly Trai. Thay thé, Thai Ky
vOi chay dén léu cta Ly Trai, tuy s6 lwgng nguwdi chao héi cau da giam di
nhing cling van con nhiéu ngwdi nhdn co hoi nay dén két giao va noi
chuyén cung Thai Ky. Va cudi cung cau cling hoc duwgc mot cach la c
chay that nhanh dén noi minh can dén.

“Ly Trai twéng quan.” Trudc khi Thai Ky dén noi thi Ly Trai da ra
khoi 1éu.

“Nguoi dén roi.”

“Twdng quan biét ta sé dén sao?”

“Moi khi Nguoi dén, Phi Yén déu ric 1én rat vui vé.”

“That u?”

“That chi. Nguwoi ctt héi Phi Yén di.” Ly Trai vira n6i vira diu dang
x0a cO con thién ma. “Tao néi cé dang khong, Phi Yén?”

N6 bat chgt quay lai r6i guc dau vao trong nguc Thai Ky.

Ly Trai mim cuwdi va néi: “Than da néi r6i ma.”
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Sau khi tam rtra va chai 16ng cho Phi Yén, Ly Trai va Thai Ky thwong
danh thdi gian con lai ctia budi sang dé dao quanh mdt vong. Co rat kién
nhan tra 10i tat ca nhitng cau héi cua Thai Ky, bén canh d6, néu giap chuyén
gi Thai Ky khong hiéu, c6 cling can than gidi thich moi thi. Ly Trai cling
gidi thiéu Thai Ky vdi nhitng nguwdi ban co vira két giao, xem ra bon ho déu
la ngudi t6t. Tan bo cung Ly Trai thé nay khién Théai Ky cam thay rat vui.

“Tat cd moi nguwdi déu dén tw BGi quoc a? Cé ai dén tir vieong quoc
khac khong?” Thai Ky héi bang quo khi di ngang qua mot con subdi nhd
chdy qua khe da.

Ly Trai khong khoi khé chac lwdi: “Tat nhién, quéc veong cua Ddi
quoc phai la nguwdi B6i quoc chi.”

“Vay a?”

“Nguoi khong biét chuyén nay sao?” Ly Trai ngac nhién.

“Ta chi vira dugc dem tré vé Bong Son gan day nén van con nhiéu
chuyén chwa ro.”

Ly Trai gat dau, t6 vé thong cam: “Thit 16i cho than khong biét nén da
mao pham. Luat 1é quy dinh rdng quéc veong cia mét nwdc phai 1a nguoi
nwoc do.”

“Vay la tat cd moi nguoi ¢ day déu dén tir Bdi quoc?”

“Khong han, chi can sinh ra & Bgi quoc la dugce.”

“O...”

Pang nam tay Ly Trai ti tir di, Thai Ky bat chot dirng lai.

“Ly Trai Twéng quan, n6 dep qua.”

Ly Trai nhin vé cung huéng v6i Thai Ky roi gat dau: “Vang, dé la mot
con so ngu. Chung rat dep.”

Con thu nay trong giong nhw mot con hé véi chiéc dudi dai phan chiéu
ngli quang lap lanh. So vi vé 6n hoa cta thién ma, so6 ngu khién nguoi ta
cam thdy chiing manh mé hon nhiéu.

“S6 ngu la loai ky thd t6t nhat. Ching c6 thé bang qua mot vuwong
quoc chi trong mot ngay.”

“That 1gi hai!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Céc tién nit ti'ng noi sé phai mat mot thang rong dé phi ngwa qua mot
nuwdc, cau biét mot vieong quoc rong 16n dén nhuwdng nao.

“S6 ngu cling rat thong minh va trung thanh. Trén chién trwong, ching
ddc biét thién chién.” Noéi r6i Ly Trai nhin con s6 ngu mdt cach thich thy,
tlr ti tién vé phia né. “Than van rat muén cé dwgc mot con nhw thé nay.”

“Ngai muén mot con s6 ngu? Vay con Phi Yén thi sao?”

“Tat nhién than van rat thich Phi Yén. N¢ rat dé thwong va ngoan
ngoan, nhung lai qua hién, khong thich hgp ra tran. La mot vo twéng nén
than phai dat chuyén chién sy 1én trén hét.”

“Ravay...”

“Than hy vong sé gap dugc mdt con s6 ngu trén dwong xudng nui.”

“Vay néu gap dugc, ngai sé bat né lai réi dem vé.”

Ly Trai bat cwdi: “Than ciing dinh lam thé. Ngoai mong muén gap
Nguoi ra, than cling rat mu6n bat vé mot con sé ngu.”

“0...”

“Néu dam bé tién ra thi chac cling mua dwgc mot con, nhung dung
tién mua yéu thu qua that rat mat mat, nhat la ky thu, than phai bat dugc né
bang chinh sttc minh.”

“Ciing phai.”

Ly Trai mim cuwdi va gat dau, sau d6 noéi vong vao chiéc 1éu noi con s6
ngu dugc cot vao: “Xin 16i, lam on cho héi cht nhan ctia con s6 ngu nay c6
& day khong a?”

“Néu la Ké bo thi n6 la cuaa ta.”

Mot giong noi vang len phia sau, Ly Trai giat minh quay lai, theo phan
xa thu thé.

“Kiéu Tong Tudng quan...”

La nguwoi dan ong dy. HOm nay, anh ta khong ban giap nhung thanh
kiém van deo bén that lvng. Mai téc trang nhw bang cung doi mat do nhw
hong ngoc khién Théai Ky khong thé quén dugc.

Ly Trai hét nhin Thai Ky dén nhin Kiéu Tong, ro6i 1én tiéng: “Lan dau
ra mat, tai hala...”
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“Cac ha chinh la Ly Trai Tuwéng quan cua Thtra chau su phai khong?”
Kiéu mim cuoi.

“Lam sao ngai biét...” Trong Ly Trai rat hai long.

“Danh tiéng ctia Twéng quan da s6m vang xa.”

“Qua nhién la thé.” Thai Ky budc miéng.

Ly Trai va Kiéu Tong déu quay sang nhin Thai Ky.

“Qua nhién?” Kiéu Tong té vé rat hitng thu vdi cau trd 16i caa Thai
Ky.

“A... Ta da ting néi v6i Ly Trai Tuwéng quan ring ngai rat tai gioi.
Xem ra ta khong phai la nguwdi duy nhat nghi thé.”

Mat Ly Trai do lén, co6 quay vé phia Kiéu Téng: “Bong Son cong da
qua khen.”

“Khong dau.” Kiéu Téng mim cwdi. “Bong Son cong rat c6 mat nhin
nguoi. Ly Trai Twdng quan rat ndi danh trong Thiva chau sw.”

“Bong Son cong, Xin dirng nghe 16i Kiéu Tong Twdng quan.”

Guong mat Ly Trai 10 vé xau ho hiém thdy. Nhin thdy vé mat nay cua
cd, Kiéu Téng bat cwoi. Khi Thai Ky nhin thdy nu cwdi nay cta anh, cau
cam thdy anh khong dang sg nhw minh da nghi.

8.2 “A, quén mat, hinh nhw Ly Trai Twéng quan va Bong Son cong
c6 gi muon hoi vé con K& D6 phéi khong?” Kiéu Tong nhin Thai Ky va Ly
Trai.

“Bong Son cong mudn xem no.”

“Néu la Bong Son cong thi ta nghi K& Do ciling sé khong phan doéi
dau.”

Kiéu Tong dan ho dén cho con s6 ngu. Nhin gan, Thai Ky thay doi
mat ctia né sau hon vé ngoai rat nhiéu, bo 16ng xinh dep dén ngady nguoi.

“Kiéu Tong Tuwdng quan... Xin hdi c6 phdi ngai da bat duwgc no
khong?”

“Vang, than khong thich mua ky thu.”

“Tai sao? Chang phai bat ky thu rat nguy hiém?”
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Bat chot, trén moi Kiéu Tong nd mot nu cwdi, Thai Ky dot nhién run
1én ban bat, cau khong hiéu nu cwdi dy co6 y nghia gi.

“Pé thuan phuc yéu thu thanh ky thd, néu khéng giao tinh mang ctia
minh ra lam tin thi qua that bat cong vé6i ching.”

“O... Vang...”

Kiéu Tong vu6t ve cai co cua con Ké P4, nu cwdi lam dang sg ay da
bién mat.

“Than da bat n6 bang chinh doi tay nay va dich than huan luyén noé.
Ké D6 cung thanh kiém nay chinh la bao bdi ctia than.”

Ly Trai kinh ngac: “Ngai dich than huan luyén n6 v?”

“Vé co ban la thé. N6 chi nghe 16i tai ha thoi.” Kiéu Tong cuwdi noi roi
quay sang Thai Ky. “Thuong nguoi ta khong tw minh la viéc nay, 16 co so
xuat thi rat nguy hiém.”

“0...”

“Pung r6i!” Ly Trai nhin Dung Kha. “Tai ha nghe néi kiém cua Kiéu
Tong Twdng quan la do tien veong ban tang?”

“Pung thé.”

“Qua la mot thanh béo kiém.”

“Chi la lvgi kiém bén hon mot chit thoi.”

Thanh kiém la vii khi, khong phai trang sitc, nghi dén chuyén nay, ca
nguoi Thai Ky khong khai run 1én. Kiéu Tong la mot quan nhan, viéc phai
chién dau la chuyén dwong nhién. Chac chan anh ta da nhan dugc thanh
kiém nay khi lap dwgc mot chién cong nao dé va da dem no ra tran.

“Vay do la chién cong gi?”

Kiéu Tong lac dau: “Ciing chang phai cong sttc gi. C6 mot lan, tién
vuong da yéu cau Dién Vuong giao dau vdi than mot tran.”

“Va ngai da thang?”

“Khong.” Kiéu Tong bat cuoi. “Dién Vwong va than da giao dau ba
hiép nhuwng than chi thang dwgc mot hiép. Tuy nhién, tién virong van rat hai
long vé tran thang nay nén da ban kiém cho than. Than khéng dung né dé
chién dau, do6 la mot bao vat.”

“Dién Vwong manh dén vay sao?”
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“Nguoi qua that rat manh, than da c6 hét sitc.” No6i dén day, nu cuoi
dang so dy lai hién trén guwong mat Kiéu Tong. “Nhuwng néu song dén tan
nam tram nam nhw Nguwdi, than tin chac minh sé khéng thua.”

DPo6i mat Kiéu Tong toat 1én vé ty tin. Néu khong phai giong diéu cta
anh vo cung nghiém tuic thi da khién Thai Ky so dén phat khiép, vé mat ay
khién ca nguoi cau khéng ngirng run 1én.

“Gia ma tai ha cling c6 duwgc mot con s6 ngu...” Ly Trai nhin Ké D6.

Kiéu Tong vG6i vang tra 10i: “Ta c6 biét mot chd dé tim ching. Chiing
ta dén do khong?”

“That u?”

“Du gi ta cling da xong viéc & day roi nén ciling dinh tim thém mot con
nita trede khi tré ve.”

“Ngai da c6 Ké D6 roi ma van mudn tim thém mot con nita sao?”

“Néu c6 thém mot con nita thi K& Do sé c6 thém thoi gian dé nghi
ngoi. Ta nghi ba la hoi nhiéu nhung hai thi vira da.”

“Tai ha hiéu y cua ngai. Nhung néu néi cho ngudi khac biét cho cta
chung thi liéu c6 van dé gi khong?”

“Van dé gi? Néu mubn thi c t minh di ma bat.” Kiéu Tong khé cuoi.
“Khong c6 gi phdi sg, néu muon trd thanh chd nhan ctia mot con s6 ngu thi
cling phai co it ban lanh.”

Sau khi roi khoi cho Kiéu Tong, Thai Ky thd dai mot hoi, cdu cam
thay vo cung lo lang.

“Sao vay?”

“Khoéng c6 gi...”

Ly Trai c6 thé nhin thé dugc tam tinh cta Thai Ky.

“Bong Son cong, ngai van con s¢ Kiéu Tong Twéng quan u?”

“Ly Trai Twéng quan, ngai khong sg sao?”

“Than nghi, doi véi ké thu thi ngai ay v6 cung dang sg... Ngai qua
that khién ngudi xung quanh cé chiit cang thang.”

“Dung vay...”

“D6 la do khi chét cia Kiéu Téng Tudng quan qua manh. Néu la mot
con ché nhé thi ngai sé cam thay rat dé chiy, nhuwng néu gap phai mét con

https://thuviensach.vn



soi, ngai sé sg dén run ngwoi. Bong Son cong cam thay thé, phai khong?”

Do qua that chinh la nhitng gi trong long Thai Ky.

“Vang, ding la ta thuwong c6 cam giac nhw thé.”

Ly Trai nhé giong: “Xem ra 10i don qua khong sai. Kiéu Téng Tuéng
quan rat co tu chat, ti€c la ngai dy khéng dwgc chon.”

“Vay a?” Thai Ky that sy rat sg Kiéu Tong.

Ly Trai gat dau: “Mot quéc vueong khong thé chi don thuan 1a mot
nguoi tot, néu qua nhan tr thi khong thé tri qudc, qua khiém nhuwong cling
sé dem dén hoa diét vong. Than tin Kiéu Tong Twéng quan c6 day du tw
chét cia mot quan vuong.”

“Ly Trai Tuwéng quan nghi thé u?”

Ly Trai nhin Thai Ky va mim cuwoi: “Sau khi gap Kiéu Tong Twéng
quan, thay cam thdy c6 chit xdu hé vi da dam lén ndi. Ngai qua that la
ngwoi manh nhat trong tat ca nhitng ngwdi manh nhat.”

8.3 “C¢6 vé nhu khong c6 Thai Vwong trong dot 1én nui lan nay.”

Khi Dung Kha néi cau dy thi da ntra thang troi qua ké tir ngay ha chi.
Mat trang da 1én cao, ve sau kéu lién tuc ngoai vuon.

“Néu vay... Sang mai em khong dén Phu D6 cung dugc khong a?”

Dung Kha vira gat dau vira chinh trang lai giwvong chiéu trong khi San
Tt giip Thai Ky thay quan 4o.

“Co 1é ching ta nén dong ctra chinh lai, nhw thé sé gitip bon ho tir bo
hy vong.”

“R6i sau do thi sao?”

“Thi ct dé moi viéc troi di theo cach ctia chiing. Néu ngai muon ra
ngoai choi thi cling khong thanh van dé.”

“That sao?”

“Vang, du gi cling da c6 nguoi giip ching em trong chirng ngai. Ngai
dinh di gap Kiéu Tong Twong quan va Ly Trai Twéng quan phai khong?
Néu la hai nguoi do thi ching em rat yén tam, du gi San T cling & bén
canh ngai.”
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Sau ngay hom 4y, Thai Ky ciing thuong xuyén dén cho Kiéu Tong.
Thwong thi cau sé dén choi cung Phi Yén va tro chuyén vdi Ly Trai trudc
r6i mdi sang léu cta Kiéu Toéng, nhung gan day, théi quen nay da thay doi.
Kiéu Tong van con khién Thai Ky hoang sg, tuy nhién, cau da bat dau quen
v6i viéc dy. O Bong Son von khong c6 dan 6ng nén néu khong dén gip
Kiéu Tong, cau sé thay thiéu thiéu mot cai gi do.

“A...” Thai Ky nhin Dung Kha. “Ngay mai, Kiéu Téng Tuéng quan
va Ly Trai Tudng quan sé di Hoang Hai san so ngu.”

Dung Khéa nhwéng mat 1én va noéi: “R6i sao a?”

“Em... Em mudn di cung ho... Cé dugc khéng?”

Khi Ly Trai ngo 10i moi Thai Ky, cau da ndi cac tién nit sé khong cho
minh di.

Dung Kha nhin Trinh Vé dang ditng ¢ goc phong. Trinh Vé thg dai:
“Puogc roi, ngai von cling chwa tirng dé nghi chiing em diéu gi. C di di,
nhung phai can than day nhé. Néu ngai bi thwong thi ching em sé rat lo
lang.”

Nu cuoi that twoi no trén gwong mdt Thai Ky, cau noi: “Vang a!”

Khi madt troi chwa lén thi Thai Ky da roi khoi Phu B0 cung va chay
ngay dén léu cta Ly Trai. Troi van con d6 swong mu mit, khap khu 1éu déu
thap day dudc.

“Ly Trai Twéng quan.”

“Bong Son cong.”

Théi Ky nhin thady Kiéu Tong da ban giap va ditng bén canh K€ Do,
chd cdu dén. Ly Trai thi dang dat yén 1én lwng Phi Yén, do la lan dau tién
Thai Ky thay 6 trong bo khoi giap. C6 nhin vé phia sau va thdy céc tién nit
di cung Thai Ky nén lién gat dau.

“Chung ta di dugc chua?”

Ly Trai mim cuwoi: “Sap duogc roi.”

“Ta cudi Phi Yén cung ngai nhé.”

“Vang.”

Trinh V€ di sat phia sau lién cdi nguwdi that siu va néi: “Bong Son
cong rat quan trong vGi ching t6i. Vi thé nén, Kiéu Téng Twdng quan, Ly
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Trai Twéng quan, xin hay hét sitc bao vé ngai.”

Kiéu Tong va Ly Trai déu cti ngudi dap leé.

“Chung t6i rat tin twong kha nang cia Quy Twéng quan. Co hai vi di
cung, Thai Ky sé khong gdp nguy hiém. Tuy nhién, xin hdy dem ngai vé
truedc gitta trua.”

“Vang.”

Trinh Vé gat dau, c6 nhin vé phia sau nhung chi thdy mét con thién
ma va mot con s6 ngu dugc chuan bi nén lién néi: “Quy Twéng quan khong
dinh dem tuy tung di cung sao?”

“Néu dem theo tuy tung va ngua thi sg rang ching t6i sé khong vé kip
buobi trwva.” Ly Trai trd 161 mot cach khé khan.

Trinh Vé nhiu may. Hoang Hai la mot noi rat nguy hiém, tuy c6 Ngii
Son bdo vé nhung do lai 1a noi cw ngu cua rat nhiéu loai yéu qudi. Yéu tha
nghe 10i ctia cht nhan cua ching sau khi dwge thuan dwdng, nhung van cé
nhitng yéu thd hoang da sé tdn cong con nguwdi. Bén canh yéu quai va yéu
thd, con cé vo so6 thit nguy hiém khac rinh rdp & chon bién gié nay nhw khi
doc trong cac ao dam hay nan da 16.

“Xin hai vi hay hita v6i ching t6i rang sé dem Bong Son cong tré vé
khong chut thuong tich.”

Ly Trai cidi sau dau va tra 16i: “Chang t6i xin hita sé dem Nguoi vé
v6i khong chit thwong ton nao.”

“Tiéc la ching t6i khong thé di cung hai vi. Tién ni chi dugc roi Ngii
Son khi dwgc Huyén quan cho phép. Hoang Hai von la mot noi rat nguy
hiém, vi thé nén xin hay dat tinh mang cua Bong Son cong lén trén hét.
Ngoai ra, ngai khong dugc ti€ép xic véi mau, xin hai vi cling hdy cha y
diém nay.”

“Vang... Tat nhién...” Ly Trai trd 10i vGi gwong mat bat dac di.

Trinh Vé khéng quan tam dén vé mat ay, tiép 16i: “Néu phai giét mot
yéu quai nao do thi xin mét trong hai vi hdy dem Bong Son cong ra xa
tredc, cho du phai bo roi nguoi con lai.”

“Trinh Veé...” Thai Ky kéo gbc vay cua Trinh V&, ra hiéu cho c6 dirng
noi them.
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“Chung ta chi la di du son ngoan thay théi ma.” Kiéu Tong nhin cac
tién ni* bang vé mat ctrng ran. “Chuyén di nay chi la dén bo Hoang Hai va
san mot vai yéu tha. Ta c6 thé dam bao rang cudc di san nay khong hé nguy
hiém. Vi thé nén ching ta m&i moi Bong Son céng cung di, chiing ta hoan
toan c6 thé bao vé ngai. Quy vi tién ni* da qua khiém nha r6i.”

Trinh V€ nhin thang vé phia Kiéu Tong. “Ngai qua that rat ty tin... C6
1é chiing t6i da qua 1oi roi...”

Kiéu Tong huwéng cai nhin dang sg vé phia Trinh V&, d6i mat anh danh
lai. “Xin quy vi tién ni¥ dirng qué lo lang. Bong Son cong la ky lan cta
nuwdc ta, bao vé Ngwoi la nhiém vu cia moi nguwdi dan Bdi quoc. Xin hay
tin twong vao chung ta.”

Hai ngudi nhin nhau thém mét lic nita cho dén khi Trinh Vé quay mat
di huéng khac.

“T4at ca xin nho hai vi.”

“Vang.”

Khi Trinh Vé xoay ngudi vé cung. Kiéu Tong nam ldy day cuwong cta
ctia con s ngu va noi: “Mat troi 1én roi. Bi théi, Ly Trai Twéng quan!”

8.4 Tuy thién ma bay vdi téc d6 rat nhanh nhung cudi ching lai
khong c6 chit cdm giac gi, du la phéng qua cac vach da, phi trén dat bang
hay bang rirng vugt sudi. Ngoi trén lung Phi Yén, Thai Ky cam thay ngac
nhién xen lan sung swéng. Dwong nhw thién ma c6 thé nhin xuyén qua béng
toi, khi bang qua nhitng noi cé vach da va cay céi day dac che khuat anh
trang, toc do ctia con ky thu van khong hé giam di.

“Nguoi cam thay thé nao?” Ly Trai héi, co dang vira 6m Thai Ky vira
cam cuong.

Théai Ky quay ra sau nhin Ly Trai va tra 10i: “Rat giong nhu cuwdi ky
lan.”

Ly Trai ngac nhién: “Nguoi titng cudi ky lan sao?”

“Vang... Nghe co la khong?”

Ly Trai cwdi kho: “Qua la mot kinh nghiém hiém c6. Lam sao Bong
Son cong lai cé thé so sanh Phi Yén véi ky lan dugc, that dang xau ho.”
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“That khong?”

“Di nhién. La mot ky lan nén Ngudi cho rang cudi ky 1an la chuyén
khong c6 gi dac biét, nhung doi v6i nguwdi binh thwong nhw than, thi dé qua
that 1a chuyén khong dam nghi dén.”

“Vay a...”

Truwdc day Thai Ky cling chwa bao gio nghi dén viéc nay. Khi cudi
trén lwng Canh Ky, ciu c6 chit do du, tuy nhién, lai khng hé cam thay s¢
hai.

“Nhung that ra ta cling vay, tredc gio ta cling chira hé nghi dén viéc
duwgc ngoi cung vai ngai trén lwng Phi Yén nhu thé nay.”

Théi Ky quay ra sau va thay Ly Trai dang mim cwdi, cau nghiéng dau,
t6 vé khong hiéu y c6 la gi. Thai Ky cling mudn hoi xem Kiéu Téng cam
thay thé nao, nhung khi nhin sang con Ké D6 ké bén, cau thay anh chi nhin
phia tredc v6i gwong mat danh lai, cé 1€ anh cling khong nghe thdy cudc tro
chuyén vira r6i. Vé dang sg van con hién trén gwong mat Kiéu Tong, c6 vé
nhw anh van con titc gian vé cudc tro chuyén ban nay véi Trinh Vé. Lic
dau, Thai Ky rat ho hai khi dwgc cudi thién ma, nhwng cam giac hung phan
ay da nhanh chéng bién mat, thay vao do, cau cam thady minh c6 16i trong
viéc khién Kiéu Tong tirc gian.

Phi Yén va Ké Do da di sau vao Hoang Hai, viegt qua nhitng vach da,
dén mot vung nam phia Nam Ngii Son. Kiéu Tong di truedc bat chot dirng
lai trén mot ngon do6i ndi véi bo da. Luc nay, mat trang van con treo trén
bau troi.

“Kieu Tong Tudéng quan, la noi nay u?” Ly Trai hoi, co cling da dung
Phi Yén lai.

Kiéu Téng chi gat dau. Ly Trai liéen dem Thai Ky dat xudng dat, cau
nhin 1én va thdy vé gian dir van con trén gwong mat Kiéu Tong.

“Kiéu Tong Tudng quan...”

“Vang?” Giong noi cia Kiéu Tong pha lan sy thiéu kién nhan. Anh
thdo hanh ly trén lvng Ké D6 xudng, mat van khong hé nhin vé phia Thai
Ky.
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DPoi dién vGi bong lung cta Kiéu Téng, Thai Ky cti dau noéi: “Méi
vira roi... Cdc tién nit qua that la c6 chat that 16.”

Kiéu Tong dung tay va thd dai. Co vé nhu sy nong gian cua anh da
phan nao nguoi di.

“Bong Son cong khong can phai xin 16i.”

“Khong... That ra... Rat xin 16i, ca Kiéu Tong Twéng quan lan Ly
Trai Twéng quan.”

Ly Trai da tim thdy mot cho thich hgp & goc vach nii va dang nhom
Itra. Nghe Thai Ky néi thé, c6 khong khéi nd mot nu cudi.

“Nguoi khong nén dé chuyén nay trong long. Céc tién nit lo lang la
chuyén rat binh thuong.”

“Khong!” Thai Ky nhin cé hai nguwoi. “Bai vi ta la mot ky lan yéu 6t.”

Ca hai déu nhin lai Thai Ky, khién cau cam thay xau ho, gwong mat
cau do len.

“D6 chi la mot cach néi...” Thai Ky c6 tim ra ti ngit thich hgp dé giai
thich. “Trinh Vé khong hé nghi ngo kha nang cua hai vi twéng quan. Chi
bédi vi ta khong thé ty lo cho minh nén chi &y mdi lo lang qua do nhw thé.”

Ly Trai cudi diu dang: “Bong Son céng, ding la khong ai co thé thay
thé Nguoi. Biing tv xem thwong minh nhw vay.”

Thai Ky lac dau: “Khong! Cac tién nit lo lang nhw thé bgi vi ta khong
lam dwgc nhitng gi mot ky 1an binh thwong c6 thé 1am. Ta tham chi... con
khong co ca su lenh.”

Ca Kiéu Tong lan Ly Trai déu md& to mat nhin Thai Ky ro6i lai nhin
nhau. Ky 1an khong thé chiu dugc mau cling nhw cam vii khi 1én chién dau,
ngay ca khi doi thu la yéu qudi hay yéu thd. St 1énh ton tai la dé bao vé ky
lan, thwong thi mot ky 1an s& hitu rat nhiéu si 1énh. Mot ky 1an khong c6 st
lénh dong nghia véi viéc khong thé ty bao vé minh.

“Khong chi c6 thé, ta con khong thé bién hinh.”

Kiéu Tong va Ly Trai con ngac nhién hon.

“Lé ra ta phai c6 rat nhiéu st 1énh dé bao vé minh, nhung ngay ca mot
con ta cting khong c6. Khi can chay tron, ta cling khong thé bién lai thanh
ky lan.”
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No6i cho ngwoi khac biét si vé dung cia minh khién Thai Ky cam thay
rat xau ho, ca nguwdi cau nhv co vao trong.

“Vi thé nén céc tién ni*t mai lo lang qua do nhuw vay. Ho da tim moi
cach dé giup ta, tham chi con mai ca dai phu cia Khanh quéc dén...”

Nghi dén s vO dung cia minh, nghi dén viéc minh da tr¢ thanh mot
ganh nang cho nhitng nguwdi xung quanh nhw thé nao, Thai Ky khong héi
xu mat xuéng. Kiéu Tong nhe nhang vo vai Thai Ky bang ban tay to 16n
cta anh, &nh mat cta anh téa vé am ap. Tuy Kiéu Tong thuong khién Thai
Ky sg hai nhung c6 nhitng ltic anh rat diu dang.

“Chung ta sé khong can dén st 1énh, xin dirng qua lo lang...”

“ft ra... Ta con c6 mot nit quai...”

Kiéu Tong mim cwoi: “Nhu thé 1a da r6i.” Ban tay cua Kiéu Tong to
16n hon Canh Ky rat nhiéu, dang nhe nhang xoa dau Thai Ky.

“Vang.”

8.5 “Chl’mg ta sé dung moi gi?” Thai Ky hoi Ly Trai khi c6 dang
chuan bi bay.

“Ngoc. SO ngu rat thich ma ndo.” Ly Trai lay ra mgt vién da ma ndo to
bang qua tritng ga cho Thai Ky xem.

“To qua... NO an thir nay that a?”

Ly Trai mim cuwoi: “Nhw meo thich cay duwong dao vay.”

“Ra vay...”

Ly Trai dat vién ma nao 1én tay Thai Ky r6i quay vé huéng Kiéu Tong
va noi: “T6i sé di dat thém it moi.”

N6i roi c6 nhay 1én lvng con thién ma.

“Moi gi?”

“Vun ma ndo. Kiéu Tong Tuéng quan, Bong Son cong xin trong cay
vao ngai.”

“Ta biét r6i.”

Sau khi nhdy mét buwdc that cao, Phi Yén phi thang 1én khéng. Vao lic
nay, bau troi phia Bong da sang hon. Ban dém la thoi diém di san tot nhat,
yéu thu rat it khi ra ngoai vao ban ngay, van con mot it thoi gian nita cho
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dén khi mat troi 1én han. Tuy day khong phaéi 1a thoi gian tot dé di san,
nhung nham bado dam an toan cho Thai Ky, Kiéu Tong va Ly Trai da chon
thoi diém nay. Sau khi cot day thirng vao coc, Kiéu Tong vo nhe tay roi
ding lén, di vé phia Ké D0, con s6 ngu van dang nam trén vach da, gan
ngon lItra.

“Bong Son cong c6 mudn nghi ngoi mot chut khéng?”

“Vang.”

Kiéu Tong dya lung vao K& D6 va ra hiéu cho Thai Ky dén bén minh.
Cau ngoan ngoan di vé phia anh va ng6i xuong ké bén.

“Twéng quan co cho rang ching ta sé bat dwgc mét con khong?”

“Con phdi xem hém nay c6 may man khong da.”

“Ngai da bat dugc Ké bo ¢ day a?”

Kiéu Tong gat dau: “Vao mot dip An Hap truée day, than da phai bay
dén sau lan madi bat duogc nd.”

“Khé qua nhi?”

“That ra phan kho nhat chinh la dat hét s6 bay nay.”

Théai Ky khong biét viéc mot con thi d6p moi va mac vao mé day
thirng nay ra sao nén da nhanh chong chim vao trong twéng twgng viéc ay.

“Bong Son cong rat sg than phai khong?”

Bi Kieu Tong dot nhién hoi nhu vay, Thai Ky nhin anh mot cach ngac
nhién.

“Khong...”

“Poi khi than cam thdy khi nhin than, Ngwoi chi muon tranh cang xa
cang tot. Hay la c6 gi kinh khtuing trén nguwdi than khién Ngudi sg bi lay
nhiém?”

“Khong phai thé.”

“Hay la tat ca ky lan déu sg¢ than?” Kiéu Tong nd mdt nu cudi cay
dang. “Ky lan la mot sinh vat tran day nhan tr con than thi khong dugc nhw
vay, phai khong?”

“Khong...”

“La mot chién binh, than khong thé nhan ti... C6 nhitng chuyén
khong tranh dwgce. Bong Son cong, néu Nguwoi thidy than c6 ché nao chwa
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tot thi ct n6i.”

Thanh am cta Kiéu Tong van déu déu, giong ndi ré rang nhw xuyén
qua man dém khién Théi Ky khong biét phai lam thé nao.

“Ta nghi... Kiéu Tong Twéng quan da hiéu lam r6i.”

Kiéu Tong to mo nhin Thai Ky: “Pa ta sy quan tam ctia Nguoi, nhung
khong can phai lich sy.”

Thai Ky im lang, 1ay hét diing khi cia minh nhin Kiéu Tong va noéi:
“Ta cling khong biét phdi trd 16i thé nao...”

“Xin Nguoi ctt noi.”

“Ta... Ta lic nao cling cdm thay minh rat yéu duoi. Cac tién nir déu
bdo rang ta qud ty ti va phai ty tin vao ban than minh hon nita. Ta ciing
khong hiéu vi sao.”

Kiéu Tong im lang nhin Thai Ky.

“Nhung Kiéu Tong Tuéng quan, ngai thi khac. Ngai tran day ty tin.
That ra, ta cling khong biét phai dién ta khi chat cia ngai ra sao, nhirng né
khién ngwoi khac bi ap ddo. Va khi khi chat ay bdc phat ra... Ngai c6 hiéu
y ta khong?”

Kiéu Tong gat dau.

“Vi thé nén ta sg ngai, hay chinh xac hon, phdi goi la ganh ti.” Thai
Ky nhin vé phia déng Itta bén canh K& Do6. “Lira rat &m va sang, nhung
cling dong thoi rat manh liét va dang sg. Vi thé nén ta sg hai...”

Ngay ca Théi Ky ciling khéng hiéu duwgc noi sg hai nay.

“Nhung d6 khong phai 1a noi sg bao lyc cling nhw méau.”

Du c6 gang thé nao, Thai Ky cling khong dién td duwgc nhitng gi cau
cam thay. Cang nghi vé viéc nay, cau cang cam thay boi rdi, nén dot nhién
lai muon khoc.

“Khong phai la cam gidc chan ghét. Lira 16n rat dang s¢ nhung cling
tuyét dep. Y ta 1a thé. Ta cam thdy ngai rat vi dai, nhung dong thdi ciing rat
sg ngai.” Cau dat tay lén mat.

“Xin ding khoc.”

“Xin 16i...”

“La loi cna than.”
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“Khong phai...”

Mot nu cwdi am ap nd trén miéng Kiéu Tong, anh diu dang xoa dau
Thai Ky va noéi: “Ngudi la mot dia tré rat ngoan.”

“Khéng... b6 1a...”

“Nguoi rat that tha va nhan tie. Than tin rang van ménh ctia Béi quoc
roi day sé tét hon.”

“Ngai that sy nghi vay sao?”

Kiéu Tong gat dau. Anh dung doi tay da xoa dau Thai Ky dat 1én vai
cau, anh mat bung chay nhuw ngon Itta. Khong ai néi gi thém, Thai Ky thoi
dwa vao Ké D06 ma lang 1é tya vao Kiéu Tong.
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Chuong IX

9.1 “Kiéu Tong Twong quan!”

Thai Ky thidy anh du6c dang dén gan, Ly Trai da trd lai trén lung Phi
Yén. Anh sang tring bac da l6e 1én tir bau trdi phuwong Pong.

“Kiéu Téng Twéng quan, tdi thay mot hang dong rat kha nghi.”

“Vay sao?” Kiéu Tong dirng day.

“Canh mot dam lay gan day. Cé dau chan di ra tir cho 4y, khong biét
d6 co6 phai la s6 ngu khong?”

“La dong ctuia ching?”

“Cé le vay.”

“Pén d6 xem nao!”

Ly Trai dat Thai Ky lén lung Phi Yén r6i leo 1én theo, Kiéu Tong ciing
nhanh chéng cuGi 1én Ké Do.

Hang dong nay nam trén mot vach ndi nhin ra mot dam lay chi toan
bun va nudc, bén bo ¢ dau co dai bi dam dap, tao thanh mot con dwong
nho. Phi Yén va Ké B6 dap xuéng noi lwu lai dau vét, trong ching 16n hon
ddu chéan so6 ngu rat nhiéu.

“Néu khong phai s6 ngu thi né la gi?”

Ly Trai da xuéng khoi Phi Yén va nhin vao ctta hang. M6t tang da 16n
cao bang c6 tao thanh ctra hang. Tuy goi la mot huyét dong nhung n6 giong
nhr mot hé thong dwong ngam, két néi cac khe da. Buong di phia trude da
ré nhanh nén ho khong thay dugc trong dong co gi.

“T6i da thir vao trong xem qua mot chut. Cai hang nay xem ra rat sau,
ching ta c6 nén vao khong?”

“Khong chirng c6 thé gap dugc rong.”

“Pung roi, du gi Long cung cling nam duwdi ddy Hoang Hai ma.”

Kiéu Tong kiém tra mot vong quanh huyét dong thém mot lan nita.

“Pung la nghe noi...”
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“Cai hang nay co6 vé qua nhé dé dan xuoéng day Hoang Hai.”

“Vay chung ta co6 nén vao khong?” Ly Trai té vé do duv.

“Sao khong vao xem mot chit?” Kiéu Tong noi r6i quay lai nhin Thai
Ky. “Bong Son cong cam thdy thé nao?”

“Ta... Ta khong biét.”

“Vay vao xem th nhé.”

Ly Trai budc vao va néi: “T6i sé di trudc. Kiéu Tong Twdng quan, xin
hay bao vé Béng Son cong.”

“DPugce.”

Théi Ky cdm thay bat an, cau nhin 1én Kiéu Tong: “Co chuyén nay...”

“Nguoi sg a?”

Tuy da dinh lac dau nhung cudi cung Thai Ky cling quyét dinh noi
that: “Cé mot chut...”

“Sao vay?” Ly Trai da vao trong va noi vong lai.

“Chung ta di thoi. Bong Son cong, xin dirng roi than.”

“Vang...”

Con duwong ngam nay c6 vé nhu dan xudng phia dwdi ngon nii.
Puong di cang lic cang doc xudng, khic khuyu va duong nhw khong co
diém két thuc. Tuy khong c6 gié nhung nhitng ngon dudc van rung rinh,
chitng t6 phia trwdc cé khong khi dan vao. Burong rat ngap nghénh khé di
nhung xem ra khong c6 gi can duong ho.

“Sau that...” Gigng Kieu Tong vang lén.

Ly Trai da dung lai, c6 no6i: “Cung dudng roi.”

Phia tréc la mot khu viee nho va bang phang, nam triing xuoéng so véi
con duwong vao, chénh l1éch giita hai noi khodng bang chiéu cao ctia Thai
Ky. Ly Trai nhdy xudng va xem xét khodng trong dy, d6 la mot noi day da
tang.

“La that... Khong c6 gi & day.”

“Khong thé dugc, c6 mui tanh phat ra tir trong hang nay.”

Thai Ky nhiu may, khéng khi truyén ra mui tanh héi ding nhu Kiéu
Tong néi. Mui nay khong dén néi kho ngvi nhung cling khién cdu cam thay
khong thodi mai. Ly Trai van ti€p tuc xem xét cac hon da, bat chgt co trugc
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chan nga xudng mot tang da. Khi than thé c6 lan cang lic cang xa hon,
Théi Ky cdm thay vo cung bat an.

“Ah, c6 mot dwong ham dan xuong phia dwdi ¢ day nita nay.”

“Pau?” Kiéu Tong om ldy Thai Ky va nhdy xudng khu vyc bang
phang phia dudi.

Anh di¢ng trén tang da va nhin vé phia noi Ly Trai chi vao.

La mét hang dong toi den.

“Co vé nhu... c6 gi dé & trong.” Thai Ky thi tham.

“H4&?” Ca Kiéu Tong va Ly Trai déu nhin vé phia Thai Ky.

Cau thay tv dinh dau dén chan minh run 1én, tim dap cang lic cang
manh, cdm giac lo lang da tran khap co thé cau.

“Hay chiing ta ra ngoai di... O d6 khong an toan...”

“Sao vay?”

Mot tay Thai Ky nam chat 1dy tay Kiéu Tong, tay kia viron vé phia Ly
Trai. Cau tiép 16i: “Ta khong thich noi dé.”

Ly Trai va Kiéu Tong nhin nhau. Ly Trai mim cuoi va ddt tay 1én cira
dong. “Chung ta chi vao trong xem mot chut thoi ma.”

“Khong, khong, dung vao do!” Thai Ky dinh ngan Ly Trai lai nhung
mot cai gi dé da xuat hién gitra phia tredc, khong cho cau budc téi.

“Nguoi khong thé qua dé!”

“San Ta!”

Mot nhan yéu bat ngo xuat hién khién Kiéu Tong theo phan xa dat tay
1én chu6i, chuan bi rit kiém ra nhuwng Thai Ky da budng tay anh ra va 6m
lay nhan yéu phia trwéc, chitng té day la nit quai ma cau da nhac dén. Ly
Trai cling m& to mat ngac nhién nhin nhan yéu c6 lan da trang mudt dy, tay
c6 van dat trén ctta hang, ca ngudi hudng vé phia Thai Ky. Bat chot, c6 cai
gi do kéo lay tay co. Ly Trai khong dua thoi gian dé phan xa dé la gi, co chi
nghe thay tiéng dira tré ditng ké Kiéu Tong thét 1én.

“Ly Trai...!”

Guong mdt Ly Trai toat len vé kinh hoang, toan than co bi 16i vao
trong dong sau. Trudc khi ho kip hoan hon lai, Ly Trai da bién mat.

“Ly Trai...!”
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Nhu dap lai tiéng goi ctia Thai Ky, mot tiéng thét vang 1én tlr sdu bén
trong.

9.2 Kiéu Tong voi vang chay vé phia tiéng thét that thanh cua Ly
Trai. Huyét dao t6i tam nay tiép tuc dan xuéng dwdi long dat nhw khong co
diém két thuc.

“Kieu Tong Tuwdng quan!”

“San T®, mau dem Boéng Son cong ra ngoai va cudi Ké Do vé lai
Bong Son.”

San T gat dau nhwng Thai Ky da voi chay vé phia Kiéu Tong.

“Thai Ky, Ngwoi khong thé dén d6!” San T nhay vé phia tredc va 6m
1dy Thai K3y.

“Nhung, Ly Trai Tuwéng quan...”

Anh mit cta Kiéu Téng nhin vé phia Thai Ky dang chi vao sau trong
huyét dong va néi: “C giao viéc citu Ly Trai cho than. Nguwdi mau ra
ngoai!”

“Ta khong thé!”

Trudce khi Kiéu Tong kip n6i thém 10i nao, Thai Ky da day San Tt ra
va nhay xuéng.

“Théi Ky!”

Thai Ky cam dau chay vé phia truéc, khong quan tdm dén tat ca
nhitng gi xung quanh.

Minh khéng thé dé Kiéu Téng Twéng qudn mét minh & lai cttu Ly Trai
Tuéng quan.

Con dwong nay dan rat sau vao trong long dat, sau khi quan sat xung
quanh, San Tt chay 1én phia trwéc dé can dwong Thai Ky.

“Thai Ky...!”

“Khong! Ta khong di!”

San Tt danh rut ban tay dang viron ra dé kéo Thai Ky lai, vi mét ly do
nao dé, cd khong thé lam trai y Thai Ky.

Tai sao? San Tw chot quén mat minh phdai lam gi, c6 c ngdy nguoi
nhin doi ban tay cia minh. Thai Ky la chu nhan cua c6 va hién gio, nhiém
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vu quan trong nhat la phai ddm bdo an toan cho Thai Ky, c6 phai dem chua
thuwgng roi khoi noi nguy hiém nay cang nhanh cang tot. Co khong biét thiy
hiém nguy gi dang chd dgi phia trudc, 1€ ra ¢6 khong can phai quan tam
dén y kién ctia Thai Ky va phai ép cau ra ngoai ngay lap tirc. Nghi thé, San
Tt lai nam lay tay Thai Ky nhung cau da day San Tt ra ngay, co6 khong con
cach nao ngoai viéc buodng tay.

Tai sao?

Thai Ky ciing khéng con tam tri dé quan tam dén cam xtic ctia San Tu.
Phia cudi hang dong lai 1a m6t khu dat bang phang khac, phu day thach
nhii. Cay dudc Kiéu Tong mang vao la nguon sang duy nhét trong bong t6i,
tuy nhién anh Itta cia né qua yéu 6t dé chiéu sang toan bo hang dong. Thai
Ky thdy béng lung ctia Kiéu Tong dang trudc, anh da rit kiém ra, Ly Trai
dang nam cach d6 vai budc. Bong den da tu lai thanh hinh, mot phan cua
né da bién thanh lwdi liém va chém vao nguwoi Ly Trai.

“Thao thiét!” San Tt thét 1én.

Lam sao co thé thé dugc? San T than thd nhin con yéu quai. Khong,
co 1é n6 khong dugc goi la yéu quai, sitc manh cuia n6é vugt xa yéu quai
binh thuwong, sé lwgng cling rat it. P6 chinh la con ac tha trong truyén
thuyét. San T khong phai 1a déi thu caa né, truedc gio co6 chwa tirng nghe
qua nguoi hay sinh vat nao cham tran thao thiét ma c6 thé tré ve.

Ly Trai ngan dau lén: “Cong, chay mau!”

“Ta khong thé!”

Kiéu Tong nam ldy tay Thai Ky va néi: “Déi qudc can Nguoi, Nguoi
khong thé chét & day!”

Mot tiéng thét lai vang l1én. Chiéc lwdi liém lai mét 1an nita chém vao
Ly Trai, sau d6 quay sang tdn cong Kiéu Tong. Anh bi danh nga xudéng dat,
tiéng kéu ctia nd vang lén tir phia trén, roi no6 lai gio méng vuét ciia minh
cao hon.

Phdi ngdn no lai!

Nhung lam thé nao?

Kiém An.

“Lam binh dau gia giai tran liét tién hanh.”
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Hy vong c6 thé ngdn dugc né.

Bong den dung lai.
Tiép theo... phdi lam gi?
Khdu Xi.

Nhung hién gio toan than Thai Ky dang run 1én khién cau khong thé
thue hién duge ki thuat d6. Mot phan cia bong den da quay vé phia cau.
Duwéi anh Itta chap chon cia ngon dudc, cau c6 thé thdy mot déi mat & gan
mdt dat. Thai Ky nhin con thao thiét.

“Mau nhan co hoi nay chay mau...”

Thai Ky khong biét minh sé duy tri duwgc bao 1au.

“San T, mau ctru Ly Trai Twéng quan!”

“Thai Ky!”

“Dem Ly Trai Twdéng quan ra ngoai ngay lap tiéc!”

Lai thé nira! San T can rang, co khong thé lam trai y Thai Ky. San
T voi vang chay vé phia Ly Trai dang nam dwdi dat, 6m than hinh dam
mau cua Ly Trai 1én va trd vé bén canh Thai Ky. Sau khi nhin lai Théi Ky
mot lan nita, San T phong thang ra ngoai.

“Kieu Tong Tuwdng quan, ngai cling mau ra ngoai di!”

Kiéu Tong bi ngd & cho khuédt nén Thai Ky khong thé xem anh c6 bi
thuwong hay khong, cau khong thé danh mat déi mat mau mau do &y.

“Lam on...”

Mot giong yéu 6t hoi dap: “Than khong thé.”

Dbén lac nay, Thai Ky ciling khéng con du stc lyc dé bao Kiéu Tong di
nira. Lan dau tién, cau hiéu anh mat c6 thé manh mé dén mitc nao. Moi khi
dung sitc manh nhin doi tha, né lai dap trd manh hon. Hai anh mat doi
nghich nhau bao trum toan bg hang dong, ngoai thoi gian ra, khong gi dam
chuyén dong.

9.3 M hoi...

DPo6i mat ay van nhin Thai Ky, cau cling khong con ro da bao lau troi
qua. Mo hoi da chay tir tran xuéng miii, tat ca nhitng gi cau cé thé lam la
déu dan hit vao va thé ra.
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Tran...

Khéng biét bat dau ttr bao gio, khu vuc trwde tran cau bat dau dau nhw
c6 mot ngon ltra dang thiéu dot bén trong. Mo hoi tia ra tir cho dau ay.

Mat minh...

Mat da ma@ di, cau chi dwa vao ap lyc tir con thao thiét dé nhan biét n6
dang & dau va tiép tuc gilt vitng anh mat. Tuy nhién, cau da khong con biét
dwgc ap luc dy toat ra phia nao.

Thoi gian... Bao nhiéu gio da troi qua?

Trong tiém thitc, Thai Ky cam thady moi chuyén nhw chi vira méi bat
dau.

Minh khong biét... Bao lau...

Thai Ky khong hiéu vi sao minh lai quan tam dén thdi gian nhw vay.
Bat chot, s chong cu tit phia trie6c cang manh liét hon, ap Iyc tir &nh mat
ctia con yéu qudi cang lic cang manh hon, Thai Ky mé to mat hon nita. Va
roi cau hiéu ra mot viéc, trong khodng khac ay, tran cau nhw mudn vao tan,
khong khi hit vao nhw dét chdy phan lién két gitta miii va c6 hong. Tam
mat con thao thiét bat dau dao dong, anh mat néng chdy cia né da manh
1én gdp doi. Viéc chdng lai né cang ltic cang kho khan hon, thdi diém cau
sg dang dén gan.

Sinh khi chuyén thanh tir khi.

“Kiéu Tong Twéng quan...” Cau khong biét liéu Kiéu Tong con ¢ do
nita hay khong. “Ngai mau chay di...” Thai Ky khong rd minh c6 thé cam
cy dugce bao lau.

T phia sau lwng cau truyén dén mot thanh am: “Xin 16i... Chan than
khong di dwgc nita.”

Chu ky 1an nhé mé to mat. Hoi thd cta cau da di trat quy dao.

Day la lic sinh khi tré thanh ti khi.

“Than da bi thuwong roi. Xin hdy ciu than.”

Trong khoang khac ay, khi Thai Ky bat dau tir bo hy vong, su kién
dinh cta cau lai tréi ddy. Hai luong sitc manh tré@ nén ngang ngira, tinh
trang cang bap bénh hon. Bén dé va bén nay, tat ca da bi nhan chim trong
bé tac.
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MO héi...

Van roi xudng twr tran.

Con cach nao khac khong?

Théai Ky cam thdy Kiéu Tong dang & gan d6. Anh khong hé ctt dong
cling nhw roi mat khéi Thai Ky.

Chi c6 cach hang phuc no.

Kiéu Tong khong ctr dong, Thai Ky ciling khong thé.

Hang phuc... Thai Ky bat dau thi tham.

Hang phuc s Iénh...

Boéng den phia triéc bat dau chuyén dong, ap Ivc dan tan di. Lan dau
tién, cau c6 thé cam thay thodi mai hon mdt chut, du rat nho.

Hang phuc st lénh. ..

St*c manh ctia con yéu quai yéu dan. Anh méit mo di vi mo hadi cta cau
bat dau r6 lai. Phia trén la bong dang cua con ac thu, thit vii khi dang sg ctia
né vueon cao trén khong da hoan toan dirng lai. D6i mat cta cdu phat luc
manh hon, béng den bat dau tu lai thanh hinh dang. Pau tién, n6 run 1én va
quat lai, sau d6 tr t* gian nd ra, pha lay toan bd huyét dong. Thai Ky
khong sg hai, cau chi cdm thdy mot ganh nang da duwgc gd khéi nguoi
minh. D6i chan té di da bat dau lay lai cam giac.

“Hang phuc...”

Boéng den dan thu lai nhé hon, chuyén thanh hinh dang mdot con bo,
sau dé thanh mot con ho, roi lai thanh mét con chim wng khong 16, r6i thu
lai thanh m6t con ran. N6 c bién hinh nhiéu lan, nang lwc cta né vugt xa
yéu quai binh thwong. Cudi cung, né bién thanh moét con ché nho ngoi
tredc mat Thai Ky.

“Hang phuc sit 1énh...” Thai Ky chi vé phia truéc, nhan 14y Thién Y.

Trong khodng khac ay, sttc lyc tit anh mat ctia cau dot nhién bién mat.
Cau khong con du sic chdng lai n6é nita, mot lyc gi do6 dang tién thang vé
phia cau. Ban tay nhan 1dy Thién Y nhw c6 mot sitc manh khéng 16 khién
toan than cau run lén.

“Quy mi hang phuc, am duvong hoa hgp.”

Mot dong suy nght tran ra tu long ban tay.
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NGAO. Ngao, ngao, ngao, ngao, ngao, nggo.

Thai Ky bi cudn vao nhitng am thanh dy, nhitng do anh lién tuc hién ra
trong dau cau: con nguwoi, choi dua, roi khédi, cung con gié, ngon cg, tung
bay, roi da, danh dap, cham vao, mic nwéc. Tat ca nhu tran ra.

“Lap titc tuan lénh!”

Chi con lai tryc giac.

“Hang phuc! Ngao Lam!!”

Con ch6 dirng day. Qua 16p swong mu, Thai Ky cdm thdy né trong nhw
mot con ché shiba. Nhuw dap lai suy nghi ctia cau, qua moéi buéce di, than
anh ctia n6é cang lic cang nhé dan, b6 16ng chuyén sang mau nau.

Minh thich mét con cho con véi bon chdn mau trdng.

Ngao Lam nghe theo 16i Thai Ky va bién thanh mdt con ché con. Khi
con ch6 ngoi xudng ké bén, Thai Ky thay né trong nhw mot con ché shiba
chén qué nha cia minh.

“Ngao Lam...”

Thai Ky cdi nguwdi xudng va con ch6é ngan mat 1én nhin cu, nhe
nhang vay du6i. Cau vuon tay ra cho no liém 1dy ban tay minh, dé cai luGi
am ap cua n6 dung dua trén nhitng ngén tay. Thai Ky kéo con ché dén gan
va 6m lay n6. Bong dung, doi chan cau mém di, Thai Ky ng6i bét xuong
dat.

9.4 “Khong thé tin dugc...”

Thai Ky van khong thé tin duwgc vao nhitng gi minh da lam. Sau trong
long, cau cdm thay minh khong phai con ngwdi, nhung cling khong phai thu
vat, ma la m6t phan cuda than lyc v6 cing manh mé.

Minh khong phdi con nguoi.

Cudi cung, cau ciing tin chac minh la ky lan.

Minh qua thdt khong phdi con nguoi...

Théi Ky da hiéu dugc ky lan 1a mot loai sinh vat nhw thé nao. Ky lan
1a mot phan cua Thién Gidi, c6 thé hidu va truyén dat duge Thién Y. Cau
da rat lo lang va boi roi, cau khong thé tin dugc sdu tham trong co thé,
ngoai ban than minh con mot ngwdi khac. Nhung cudi cung cau ciing hiéu,
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nang lyc minh s& hitu con cao hon giéi han ma cau da ty dat ra truedc day.
Cau duoc lién két tryc tiép vdi troi cao, tuy nhién, nang lyc dy qua 16n dé
co thé nhé bé nay chita dung.

“Khong thé tin duoc...”

Tiéng no6i ay dot nhién kéo Thai Ky tré vé thuc tai, giup cau nhd ra
rang van con mot ngudi & d6. Thai Ky voi vang quay lai thi thdy Kiéu Tong
dang sitng s ngoi trén mot tang da.

“Khong ngd Nguoi c6 thé hang phuc dwge mot con thao thiét.”

Théi Ky c6 gang ditng day nhung toan than cau khéng con mot chut
sttc lwe nao, doi chan run ray khong thé dwa than ngwdi tién 1én phia trudc.

“Ngudi 6 sao khong? Co bi thwong cho nao khong?”

“Khoéng...”

Thai Ky 6m Ngao Lam vao long va ng6i xuéng bén canh Kiéu Tong.
Tuy ngon dudc da sém tat nhung anh sang bac phan chiéu trén vach da con
du dé thay bong dang nguwdi bén canh, huyét dong nay khong han la mot cai
hang t6i den. Thai Ky quay sang bén canh kiém tra thwvong thé ctia Kiéu
Tong nhung du xem di xem lai nhiéu lan thi van khong thdy mot vét
thwong nang nao.

“Ngai bi thwong ¢ dau? Gay chan a?” Thai Ky nghiéng dau nhin Kiéu
Tong.

Kiéu Tong chi lac dau trd 10i: “Than khong bi thuwong.” D6i mat do
mau tdéa ra mot tia nhin khoé hiéu. “Xin 16i vi da gat Nguoi.”

Thai Ky ngdy nguwdi ra mot lic roi chot hiéu ra y ctia Kiéu Tong.

“Kiéu Tong Tudng quan...”

Khi Thai Ky thic giuc Kiéu Téng chay khoi day, anh hiéu ré6 minh
khong thé cit dong. Chi can mot di chuyén mot buée théi, Thai Ky sé mat
tap trung va tat ca sé két thic. Anh khong thé dé chu ky 1an nho dang dung
hét sttc lyc d6i mdt véi con thao thiét c6 thoi gian nghi ngoi. Vi thé nén anh
da chon khong ctt dong, anh khéng thé lam Thai Ky mat tap trung. Anh c&
im lang ngoi do, khong dé Thai Ky cam nhan dwogc sy ton tai cia minh va
quan sat cau. C& thé, lang 1é nhin di¥a tré tredc mat minh khéng ché con
yéu quai manh mé kia, va anh da hiéu thé nao la long kién dinh Théi Ky da
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nhac dén. Luc ay, trong cai hang nay, ngoai long kién dinh tran ngdp ra, chi
con mot thi co6 thé chuyén dong, doé la thoi gian. Anh tin vao tinh cam cua
Théi Ky danh cho minh, du Kiéu Tong von da nghi va bat dau ngac nhién
vé dira tré dy.

“Cam on Nguoi vi da citu mang than.”

“Khong...” Théai Ky lac dau.

Néu khong c6 Kiéu Tong gitp dd, cau da sém thua cudc. Chi can lo 1a
mot phit thi ngay cd mang séng ctia Kiéu Toéng cling khong gilt duoc, dé
gitt virng tinh than va d6i mat véi con yéu quai, can phai c6 diing khi va sy
tung trai hon nguoi.

“Ta m@i la ngwoi phai cdam on... Kiéu Tong Twdng quan, ngai that
tuyét.”

“L0oi nay than khong dam nhan.” Kiéu Téng vira cwdi vira chinh trang
lai mai téc dam mo hoi caa Thai Ky. “Than khong thé tin vao mat minh,
Déi quoc dwge bao vé béi mot ky 1an manh mé dén thé.”

Thai Ky nhin ngudi dan 6ng tredc mat, doi mat anh téa vé am ap.

Minh dung la ky lan...

DPoi ban tay dang dwa vé phia Thai Ky that diu dang, nhung trong long
minh, cau lai khong thé vui l1én no6i.

Va minh chdc chan... Kiéu Téng Tudéng qudn khéng phdi la quéc
vuong. ..

9.5 “Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

Trinh V& can méng tay trong khi mdt Dung Kha khong con chit huyét
sac.

“Ly Trai Twdng quan da tinh lai chwa?”

Tat ca tuy tung cia Ly Trai déu hodng hot. Troi vira hirng sang thi mot
nhan yéu dot nhién dem cha nhan cua ho vé trong tinh trang bat tinh, trén
nguwoi day thwong tich. Sau khi dat Ly Trai xudng, nhan yéu khong giai
thich gi ma 1ap titc bién mat vé phia Hoang Hai. Tinh hu6ng tré nén vo
cung khé xw khién tuy tung cta Ly Trai khong biét an noi véi cac tién nir
thé nao. Ly Trai, ngudi vira duwgc giao mot trong trach v cung nang né nay
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lai tr@ vé trong tinh trang bat tinh, ho c6 gang danh thitc c6 day nhung dén
chiéu van khong c6 mot dau hiéu hoi phuc nao.

“Chung toi da tin twdng va trao Thai Ky cho Ly Trai Tuéng quan. Nay
ngai da tr& vé nhung lai khong dem theo Thai Ky, rot cuéc chuyén gi da
xay ra?”

Nhung cho du céc tién nit gian dit dén dau thi Ly Trai van khong tinh
lai.

“Néu c6 chuyeén gi xay ra thi ca Ly Trai Twéng quan lan tién nit ching
toi déu khong ganh vac noi.”

Khi c4c tién nit ¢6 danh thitc Ly Trai thém mot 1an nita thi bat chot ho
nghe thdy mot tiéng dong & ngoai.

“Gi vay?” Trinh Vé nhin lén troi.

Mot tién nit lién chi vao khong trung va noi: “Trinh Vé! Nhin kia, mot
con so ngu!”

“Kiéu Tong Tuwéng quan...!”

Dud6i anh troi chiéu, bo 16ng 1ap lanh anh mat trdi ctia con s6 ngu dang
tién dén gan, ké bén né la mot con thién ma.

Mot trong nhitng tuy tung ctia Ly Trai thét 1én: “Phi Yén.”

Con sb ngu vdi chiéc dudi dai cung Phi Yén bay ngang qua can léu va
dap xubéng ké mot nhém ngudi. Trén lvng né la Kiéu Tong, tay anh dang
om mot difa tré, tat cd moi nguwdi déu xung quanh déu reo 1én vui swdng.

“Kiéu Tong Tuwéng quan!” Trinh V€ len vao dong ngudi va chay vé
phia con s6 ngu. “C6 chuyén gi xay ra vay?” Co6 hodng hot thét 1én.

Kiéu Tong chi im lang.

“Thai Ky...”

“Nguoi chi thiép di thoi, khong bi thwong tich gi.”

Nghe Kiéu Téng ndi thé, Trinh V& chom ngwoi 1én xem Thai Ky,
trong vong tay anh la mot dira tré dang ngu say, trén nguoi hoan toan khong
c6 chit thwong ton. Cudi cung, c6 cling thd phao nhe nhom.

“Chi can ngai binh yén la t6t r6i...”

Kiéu Tong dem Thai Ky tir con s6 ngu xudng dat va néi: “Néu khong
lam phién, xin hay dé t6i dem Nguwoi vé cung nghi ngoi.”
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“Nhung trude tién xin hdy giai thich giup chung t6i chuyén gi da xay
ra, sau do, chung toi sé tra 10i.”

Kiéu Téng mim cuwoi: “Chi la Bong Son cong mét qua thoi. Co 1é
Nguwoi da thiép di trén duong vé.”

“Chung t6i da dé nghi ngai dua Thai Ky veé vao giita trwa, sao dén gio
nay mdi vé dén. Viéc nay qua that khong thé chap nhan.”

“Ta rat tiéc, nhung mau dwa Nguwoi hoi cung tride, ta chac Quy vi tién
nit day cling khong c6 y dinh danh thivc Nguoi. Bén luc dé, ta sé giai thich
moi chuyén.”

Co6 vé nhu c6 y gi dé dang sau 10i dé nghi ctia Kiéu Téng, Trinh Vé
nhin quanh va thay rat nhiéu ngudi da tu tap lai xem nén c6 danh gat dau.

“Phién ngai... Xin moi di hwéng nay.” Trinh Vé gat dau vé phia cac
tién nit, té vé dong y roi dan duong, di vé phia cong 1én. “Vay bay gio,
ngai cé thé cho chiung t6i biét chinh xac chuyén gi da xdy dugc chwa?”
Trinh Vé ndi, sau khi dan doan nguwdi vao nhitng con dwong gioé bén trong
Bong Lu cung.

“Viéc hang phuc da ton kha nhiéu thoi gian.”

Trinh V& mé& to mat, cd Dung Kha va cdc tién nit di cung ciling thé, roi
cac co bat dau xi xam ban tan.

“Hang phuc? Thai Ky uv?”

“Ta biét Bong Son cong von khong c6 st 1énh.”

“Vang... Nhung chuyeén nay...”

“Dirng lo, ta sé khong dé 10 tin nay ra ngoai, du sao day ciling la
chuyén khong hay doi véi Bdi quéc. Nhung gio day, ching ta da co thé tw
hao, Nguoi da co6 mot str lenh.”

Trinh Vé nhin gwong mat dang twoi cwdi cua Kiéu Tong r6i nhin Thai
Ky va noi: “Vay...”

“Pé hang phuc st 1énh, Ngwoi da phai doi dau véi no tir sang sém dén
gio.”

Trinh Vé thé dai nhuw vira g& bo di dwgc mot ganh nang. “Ra thé...
Xin 16i vi da trach 1am ngai.”

“Khong sao.” Kiéu Tong bat cuoi.
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Anh nhin xuéng dita tré trén tay minh, cé 1€ Thai Ky da qua mét nén
méi thiép di, gwong mat trong hoi xanh xao. Tuy nhién, viéc nay cling
khong quan trong, Thai Ky chi can nghi ngoi mot Idc la sé nhanh chéng hoi
phuc. Nay cdu da cé thé hang phuc dugc yéu qudi, nhw vay, viéc bién than
sé chi con la van dé thoi gian. Bén canh do, cau cling khéng bi thwong nén
cling khéng c6 gi dang lo, chi can cham s6c mot chut 1a 6n.

“Tot qua...”

“Nguoi la mot hac ky rat manh mé. Ta cting khong ngd Ngudi c6 thé
hang phuc dwgc mot con thao thiét.”

Trinh Ve 1ap titc quay lai nhin Kiéu Tong. “Ngai vira noi gi?”

“Nguoi da hang phuc mot con thao thiét thanh st 1énh.”

“Lam sao co thé...”

Tat ca cac tién nit déu ngac nhién, viéc nay hoan toan khong thé tin
duwgc. Trede gio chua tirng cé ky lan nao hang phuc dwgc thao thiét thanh
sit 1énh.

“Ngay cd ta cling khong tin vao mat minh.” Kiéu Téng nhin xudng
dia tré dang ngu say dén do 16ng mi ciing khong dong day. “Tuy da mét
dén thé nay nhung Ngudoi qua that khong phai la mot ky lan binh thuong.
ROi day, Nguoi sé cho ching ta thay sitc manh ctia minh.”

“Xin 16i?”

“Co6 thé Quy tién nir sé cam thay phién long vi nhitng 10i ta sap néi,
néu cé gi mao pham thi xin hay bé qua. Ta khong c6 y gi, chi la Nguoi s&
hitu sttc manh qua I6n ma ngay ca ban than minh ciing khong r6, qua la co
chut dang lo.”

Trinh V€ lai nhiu may.

“Chung ta c6 thé nhan co hoi nay gitup Ngwoi ty tin hon. Nguoi da
liéu mang bao vé ta, nhwng néu khong c6 ta & do, c6 1é Ngwoi cting khong
cod gang dén thé. Nhu thé qua that vo cung nguy hiém.”

“Vang...”

“Tuy khong phét ra chit khi chét gi, nhung Nguwdi rat manh. Ta cling
khong hiéu tai sao Nguwoi lai thiéu ty tin dén thé. Nhung roi day, khi Nguoi
16n 1én, that khién ngudi ta cdm thay ca hanh phic lan bat an.”
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“Cam on ngai vi da lo lang cho Thai Ky.”

“DPé la viéc ta nén lam. La than t& Ddi quoc, 1€ ra ta khong nén néi
diéu nay, nhung & lai Bong Son thém mot thoi gian c6 1€ sé t6t hon cho
Nguoi.”

Pay la lan dau tién Trinh Vé nhin thdy gwong mat kién dinh nay cua
Kiéu Tong. Nguoi dan 6ng nay qua that vo cung hiéu ly 1€, tiéc la Thién
Khai da khong xuat hién.

Kiéu Tong nhin xuéng Thai Ky dang ngt say trén tay minh va noéi:
“Nguwoi la mot ky 1an rat dac biét... That dang tiéc.”
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Chuvong X

10.1 “L}’f Trai Twéng quan, ngai da do hon chwa?” Thai Ky tho dau
vao léu va thiay Ly Trai da ngoi day duogc.

“Bong Son cong...”

Pay la m6t chuyén di rat dai, s6 lwgng tuy tung va hanh trang mang
theo bi gi¢i han & mitc thap nhat, vi thé nén bay bién trong léu ciling rat don
gian, chi la nhitng d6 dung tat yéu cho sinh hoat hang ngay. Khi hau &
Bong Son rat 6n hoa nén 1éu chi dwgc lam bang vai bat mong, bén trong rat
rong rai va kin dao. Pang nam trén giwvong, vira thdy Thai Ky, Ly Trai voi
ngoi day va khodc thém &o vao, Thai Ky lién ngan c6 lai.

“Khong can dau, ngai c nghi di.” R6i cdu trao cho mot ngwoi tuy
tung it nwdc. “HOm nay ta c6 giup cdc tién nit lam vai viéc vat, tién thé 1ay
cho ngai it nuwéc.”

Ly Trai ngan dau lén r6i cdi dau xudéng mot chit va noéi: “Cam on
Boéng Son cong da quan tam.”

Nguoi tuy tuing moi Thai Ky ngbi xuoéng bén givong, cau nhin c6 va
noéi: “Vét thwong cua Twdéng quan sao r6i?”

“Cam on vi da tang than nuwdc tién. May cho bi thwong da khong con
dau nita r6i.”

“T6t qua...” Thai Ky thé dai va vwon nguwoi 1én. “Hy vong ching
khong dé lai seo.”

Ly Trai mim cuwdi. “Xin dirng lo, than du sao ciing la tién nhan, lai con
c6 nudc tién, vét thwong c6 nang dén dau thi cling sé sém héi phuc thoi.”

Thai Ky chép mat. “Ly Trai Tuwéng quan la tién nhan uv?”

“Chi can la twéng quan cta chau hau sw la c6 thé nhap tién tich r6i,
néu khong thi lam sao phung sw chau hau.”

“Tai sao?”
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Pén phién Ly Trai ngac nhién. “Nguwoi khong biét v? Chau hau khong
phdi nguoi binh thwong ma la tién nhan, néu khéng phai tién nhan thi
khong thé ra vao thanh. Chau hau séng rat lau nén tuy tung ciing phai di
cung dé phung sw ngai.”

“0...”

Nhin gwong mat van con boi roi cua Thai Ky, Ly Trai chot nhé ra cau
dwgc sinh ra va 16n lén & Bong Lai va chi méi vira vé day khong lau.
Chang 1é & Bong Lai khong c6 tién nhan?

“Than tién von khong cé tudi tho.”

“C6 chuyén nhu vay sao?”

Ly Trai nhe nhang thd dai. “Bong Son cong... Ngai ciing la than tién,
chang 1€ ngai khong biét viéc nay u?”

“Ta?”

“Vang. Khi lIén ngoi, qudc virong sé nhap than tich va khong gia di.
Hon nita, ngai cling sé khong dé dang chét di, it nhat thi cling khong chét vi
bénh tat.”

“Ra vay.”

“Ky lan cling 1a mot sinh vat thudc than tich. Cling nhw quéc vuong,
Nguwoi cling sé khong gia di hay nhiém bénh, thwong tich khong giét chét
dugc Nguoi va Nguoi cting sé kho bi thuvong hon nguwoi binh thuwong. Chi
c6 mot s6 bénh méi co thé giét chét dwoc ky 1an.”

Thai Ky ngac nhién va suy nghi mot chut. “Vay... Ta co 16n 1én nita
khong?”

“Sau khi trwong thanh thi Nguoi sé khong gia di.”

“Nhu vay qua that... rat ky la...”

“Cac tién nir cling khong gia di hay chét vi bénh tat, c6 1€ ho da quén
ndi v4i ngai diéu nay.”

“A, vang...”

“Tién nhan phung s qudc veong, chau hau va tuy tung cta chau hau
déu la tién nhan.”

“Néu chi minh quoc virong bat t, c6 1€ mot minh Ngwoi cling khong
lam dwgc gi nhiéu.”
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Ly Tai cudi gwong va noi: “Than ciing khong rd vi sao, nhung tién
nhan khong gia di cling nhu hét vi bénh tat, nhung chi trong thoi gian ho la
tién nhan thoi. Sy khac biét gitra tién tich va than tich la mot ngudi c6 thé
roi bé va nhap tién tich bat cit lic nao.”

“Vay néu khong con la tién nhan, ngai sé gia di nhw nhitng nguoi
khac.”

“Vang. Nhung cling c6 it nguwoi chu dong roi tién tich. Khi trd thanh
twéng quan, than da dugc nhap tién tich, nhuwng néu than roi bé hodc bi bai
mién khoi chitc vu nay thi than phai tra lai tién tich. N6i cach khac, tién
tich cta than la do quoc veong ban cho. Tét ca tién nhan phung sy quéc
vurong duoc goi la dia tien.”

“0...”

“Ngoai ra, con c6 nhitng nguoi dwa vao y chi cia minh ma phi thang
thanh tién, khong phung sy bat ¢t niwéc nao, ho goi la phi tién, nhw cac tién
nit @ Bong Son nay.”

“Ra vay...” Thai Ky thd dai. “Trudc day, ta c6 hoi Trinh Vé bao nhieu
tudi nhung chi dy chi bao rang da quén mat roi. Co 1é Trinh Vé da song lau
dén no6i khong con nhé dugce tudi tac cia minh.”

“Co lé vay.” Ly Trai mim cuwdi. “Vi thé nén dirng qua lo lang cho than.
So v&i ngudi binh thwdng, than manh hon rat nhiéu.”

“To6t qua.”

“A, ding roi, con Ngudi thi sao? Ngudi di khée hin chira?”

“Khong thanh van deé. Luc ay ta chi hoi mét m6t chiit vi sg mau thoi.
Lé ra ta da dén tham ngai s6ém hon nhung cac tién nit khong cho ta ra
ngoai.”

“La do 16i cta than...”

Nhin 4nh mat ty trdch minh ctia Ly Trai, Thai ky an i c6: “Ly Trai
Tuwéng quan, khong phai 16i cta ngai. Cling béi vi ta la ky 1an nén mdi...”

“Khong...” Ly Trai lac dau nhung khong néi dugc 16i nao.

Co da qua coi thwong Hoang Hai va danh gia thap yéu quai an nip &
chon bién gié dy. Chi dwa vao chit tai mon va tw tin ma ¢6 dam nghi rang
minh cé thé danh bai dwgc ching. Hon nita, c6 con di cung mot vi twéng
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quan khac, tuy chi mot chit, nhung c6 van cam thdy xau ho truede Kiéu
Tong. Luc ay, co cling c6 linh cdm huyét dong nay rat nguy hiém nhung vi
khong mudn bi xem thwdng nén van tién vao.

“Than xin 16i...”

“Ta da ndi r6i, Ly Trai Twdng quan khong c6 16i. Ai ma biét dugc co
mot con thao thiét & trong dé chit? Hon nita, ngai con d& gitip mot don dé
ta c6 thoi gian chay ra ngoai. Néu khong nho ngai, c6 1€ ta cting khong biét
lam thé nao dé hang phuc dugc str 1énh.”

Ly Trai nhin difa tré dang ng6i ké bén, né khong hé nghi nhitng viéc
ay la dang xau ho. “Nguoi vo cung nhan tu...”

“Ta chi noi sy that thoi.”

Vé mat thanh that cta Thai Ky khién c6 bat cudi. “Nhung than cling
van phai cam on. Nho vao nudc tién nguwdi mang dén, than mdi co thé
xuong nui kip dip thu phan nay.”

Thai Ky chgt run 1én. “Xudng ndi...”

Day la chuyén duong nhién.

Ly Trai khong giong vdi cac tién nit @ Bong Son. Vao thu phan, ngay
An Hap tiép theo trong ndm, Lénh Tén mon & phia B6ng Nam Hoang Hai
sé m@ ra. Nhw vy, Ly Trai sé chi con & Bong Son nita thang nita.

Vay...

Théi Ky roi léu cia Ly Trai va dap lai nhitng 16i hoi tham cua nhitng
nguwoi qua duong, bat chgt cau dirng lai.

Néu vdy...

10.2 “Ngu’b’i sao vay?” Mot doi tay ddt 1én vai Thai Ky.

Khi giat minh nhin lai thi Thai Ky thdy dé la Kiéu Tong. Trong khi
ngay nguoi ra, cau da vo y ma theo théi quen di vé phia khu léu cia Kiéu
Tong.

“Ra la Kieu Tong Tuwéng quan...”

May ma Kiéu Tong Tuéng qudn van con & day.

Khi nhan ra Ly Trai va Kiéu Tong sé sém xuéng nui, Thai Ky cam
thdy boi réi. Bi nguwdi khac nhin thdy minh dang di than thd, cau cé chiit
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xau ho nén danh guwong cuwdi, nhung khi nhin thay boi khoi giap den tuyén
tren nguwoi Kiéu Tong, cau lai nhiu may. D6 la bo giap anh da ban vao ngay
dau 1én Bong Son ciing nhuv ldc di san s6 ngu.

“Ngudi co sao khong?”

“Co...”

“Sao nao? Trong mat Ngudoi c6 vé nghiém trong lam.”

Théi Ky dinh néi gi d6 nhung khong biét phai mé miéng thé nao nén
danh thé dai. “Chi la ta dang suy nghi, con khong tGi mot thang nita 1a dén
ngay thu phan...”

Kiéu Tong gat dau. “Pay ciing la lic phai xuéng ndi roi. Nhitng nguoi
khong gioi vo da dé nghi than dinh ngay xuéng nai.”

“Vay sao?” Thai Ky nhin vé phia Kiéu Tong. “Sao ngai lai ban giap?”

“A, céi ndy...” Chwa néi hét cau, Kiéu Téng da quy xudng. “Ngudi
dén cling vira ding lic. Than dang dinh dén tw biét dé xuéng nai.”

“Ha?” Thai Ky ngay nguoi nhin Kiéu Tong, nhitng 16i nay nhv giang
mot don manh vao tdm can cau, gwong mat nho bé trang béch ra, khong
con mot giot mau.

“Than cling dinh dén tr biét Ly Trai Twéng quan.”

“Vay ngai sap xuong ndi...?”

Kiéu Téng mim cuwoi. “Vang, than dinh tim thém mot con s6 ngu trén
dwong vé. Rat nhiéu nguoi cling dé nghi di cung, ct twong sé khong kip
gap dugc Nguoi dé tir biét. May ma...”

Théi Ky nhin quanh va phéat hién ra 1éu cia Kiéu Tong da bién mat, tra
lai toan bo khu dat trong rong.

“Ngai dinh bao gid xudng nui?”

“Ngay bay gio, chiing than sé di bang ngwa, néu khong sé khong kip
dén Hoang Hai khi dém xudng.”

“Nhung chang phai budi tdéi @ Hoang Hai rat nguy hiém sao?”

Kiéu Tong bat cuwoi va ding day. “S6 ngu chi ra ngoai vao ban dem
nén phai di ldc nay méi bat dugc ching.”

Vira nghi dén nhitng nguy hiém dang rinh rap & chon bién gi6 dy, Thai
Ky chgt nhé ra Kiéu Tong da bat dugc mot con s6 ngu. Anh da dén Hoang
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Hai nhiéu lan md&i bat dugc Ké Do.

“Vay... Ngai c6 trd lai day vao ngay An Hap tiép theo khong?”

“Néu khong bat dwgc mot con so trén dwong vé thi co 18...”

Thai Ky khong biét phéi noi gi tiép theo, nhung lai vo y m& miéng
néi: “Vay... Ngai c6 thé sé trg lai day?”

Kiéu Tong nhin Théai Ky. “Khong, mo6i nguwdi chi c6 mot co hoi vao
Bong Son thoi.” Anh mim cwdi va nhac lai cho Thai Ky: “Néu muén ghé
qua, than chi c6 thé dén trong ngay An Hap, nhung chuyén ay la khong thé
duogc.”

D6 1a cau tra 10i duy nhat. Cho du Ké B6 bay nhanh dén dau thi cling
khong thé vugt qua Hoang Hai chi trong mot ngay. Mu6n gap lai nhau, ho
phdi hoan thanh chuyén di san trwéc khi Lénh Tén mén md ra vao giita
trira, nhung néu quay lai Bong Son thi sé khong vé kip thdi gian dong ctra.

“Ngai la twdng quan cua vuong su, chung ta sé co co hoi gdp lai nhau
phai khong?”

Thai Ky nhin thang vao Kiéu Tong khién anh danh cudi kho. “Dang
tiéc 1a khong?”

“Tail sao?”

“Than khong dinh trd lai vitong sw. Than sé tra lai tién tich va roi Dé6i
quoc.”

Thai Ky v6 y nam chat tay. “Tai sao...?”

“Than khong thé chiu dwgc sy ho then nay.”

Thai Ky mé to mat va roi cui dau.

“Than khong cé y trach Nguoi, chi la than cdm thdy minh du tu cach
tré thanh quéc vuong.”

“Nhung...”

“Pirng lo. Lic nao ciing c6 co hdi cho ngwoi nhw than ¢ cac nuwéc
khac.”

Thai Ky ngan dau 1én nhin Kiéu Téng. “Vay y ngai la... ching ta sé
khong con co hoi gap lai nhau?”

“Sg la vay.” Kiéu Tong lai mim cuoi.
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Théai Ky cam thay Kiéu Tong khong hé lwu luyén khi quyét dinh roi
di, néu gio nay cau con ngu chac anh ta ciling sé khong néi 10i tv biét ma
xuong nui.

“Néu muodn san s6 ngu... Van con thoi gian cho dén ngay thu phan...”
Thai Ky thuyét phuc Kiéu Téng mot cach khé khan.

Anh chi cwoi néi: “Than khong thé lam thé, than khong phdi la nguoi
duwgc chon cling nhw khéng con ly do gi dé & lai Bong Son. Than khong
thich bi nguwdi khac di nghi rang van con bam viu vao céi hy vong lam vua
ma khong chiu xuéng nii.” R6i anh xoa dau Théi Ky. “Dting buon, Roi day
Nguoi sé tim dwge ngwoi vi dai hon than, it ra thi cling khiém nhudng
hon.”

No6i r6i anh bat cwdi nhung Thai Ky khong thé cwdi theo. Bat chot, co
mot ngudi 1én tiéng goi Kiéu Tong, anh gio tay ra hiéu réi quy xudng thi 1é
v6i Thai Ky va noi: “Than phai di tir biét Ly Trai Twéng quan roi.”

“Vang...”

Kiéu Tong dén tham Ly Trai r6i nhanh chéng tré vé, trong khodng
thoi gian dy, Thai Ky chi ding than tho, khong rai di, du chi mot budc.

“Xin hay bao trong, chuc Nguoi van tho vo cwong.” Kieu Tong noi
khi dén bén canh Ké Do6.

Do 1a 16i chia tay. Khi Thai Ky gat dau, anh dat bo yén 1én lung Ké
Do, r6i day ho sé khong bao gio gdp lai nhau. Trong thanh tdm nho bé cta
minh, Thai Ky cam thdy v6 cung dau dén, nhung cdu khong c6 cach nao
ngan Kiéu Tong lai.

“Tam biét.” Sau khi Kiéu Téng n6i 10i tir biét cudi cung, anh quay
lung roi di.

Thai Ky ctt ding do, nhin theo bong lung anh. Cau mong Kiéu Tong
sé quay lai nhin, nhung cau biét anh sé khong lam thé. Néu la Ly Trai, c0 sé
chiéu long dita tré ngwdng mod minh ma & lai thém vai ngay, thdm chi & lai
cho dén sat ngay An Hap tiép theo, nhung Kiéu Tong khong phai la ngwoi
nhv thé. Kiéu Tong cudi 1én Ké Do, sau khi nhitng nguwdi di cung cling tw
biét Thai Ky, ti'ng ngwdi mot ra di. Chd cho ho 1én toa ky hét, Ké D6 tur t
tang toc. Kiéu Tong van khong quay dau nhin lai.
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10.3 Mt tring di 1én cao. Anh tring bac xuyén ra 16n rém mong,
chiéu sang chiéc givong. Gio nay, Kiéu Tong va nhitng ngwdi di cung cé 1é
dang cdm trai & Hoang Hai. O d6 c6 nguy hiém khong? Hay ho s& sin s
ngu trong dém va chd dén gan sang mdi nghi ngoi?

“Khong ngu dugc a...?” San T hoi.

Thai Ky lién thoi vudt ve bo 16ng cua c6.

“Ly Trai Twéng quan sé ¢ lai thém mot thoi gian niva, phai khong?”

“Vang...”

Théi Ky khong thé nghi ngoi. Cau cit lan qua lan lai, cudi cung khéng
chiu n6i ma roi givong.

“Ta mudn di dao mot chut... Pwoc khong?”

“Nguwoi khong thé di Hoang Hai vao ldac nay.”

San Tw biét Thai Ky nghi gi, cau chi cdi dau. “Nhw thé rat nguy
hiém?”

“Vang.”

Ho c6 thé gdp loai yéu quai manh nhw thao thiét. Nghe néi c6 rat
nhiéu nguwoi bo mang & Hoang Hai, hon nita, nhém ctia Kiéu Téng cling
khong l6n.

“Ngao Lam.”

“Vang?” Dudi givong truyén ra am thanh dap lai.

Giong ctia Ngao Lam rat tram. Trwdc day, n6 mang hinh dang mét con
ché nho, nhuwng gan day thi da bién thanh mdt con ché dé.

“Ngao Lam, nguoi cé thé di bdo vé Kiéu Tong Tuwdéng quan cho dén
khi ngai an toan roi khéi Lénh Tén mon khong?”

“Than khong thé.” Ngao Lam trd 10i ngan gon. “Than phai & bén canh
Nguoi.”

“Nguwoi khong thé... Ngay ca khi ta yéu cau u?”

“Luc nay, su an toan cua Nguwoi la trén hét. Hon nita, Kiéu Téng ciing
khong phai la quéc vuong.”

Lai nita... Thai Ky can moi. Néu c6 cach nao giit Kiéu Tong lai hay
chi don gian la bdo vé anh dén Lénh Tén mon, cau sé lam tat cd. Gia ma
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Kiéu Tong la quéc virong? Nhung tai sao khong cé Thién Khai? Gia nhu...

Vay...

Thai Ky buon dén roi 1€, c¢ nghi dén cam giac dy, cau lai muén khoc.

Do la chuyén... chi co ky lan mai ro.

Théai Ky mé to mat roi nhanh chéng nham lai, tim cau dap manh.

Tai sao?

Thai Ky van con ngac nhién vé nhitng suy nghi ay, tai sao chia tay
Kiéu Tong lai dau dén dén thé? Nguwdi cau thich la Ly Trai cd ma, cau van
thwong mong muon Ly Trai cé thé trd thanh nit vwong. Ly Trai cling sé
xuong nui, nhwng tai sao Thai Ky lai khong dau dén nhu vay. Cau lang 18
xudng girrong, ct nam trén giwong thé nay thi noi thong kho nay sé hanh ha
cau mai.

“Thai Ky...”

“Ta chi ra ngoai mot lat thoi.”

Mac trén minh bo do nga, Thai Ky chan nan buwdc xudng nhitng bac
thém da. Chi c6 mét con dudng dan xuéng Bong Son nhung & Hoang Hai,
con hang van con dwong khac dan ra ngoai. Hon nita, Kiéu Tong sé di san
trén duwong vé nén anh sé khong di dwong chinh. Mot khi dén Hoang Hai,
sé rat kho tim ra ho, Kiéu Tong sé vugt qua nhitng nguy hiém chén Hoang
Hai dé dén Lénh T6n mon, va sau ngay An Hap, anh sé ra ngoai day Kim
Cuong Son. Khi do, sé khong cach nao dudi theo anh dwgc. Sau khi vé lai
Pdi qubc, anh sé rit khéi vwong su va roi nudce. Du di dau thi Thai Ky
cling khong thé gap lai anh.

Khoéng thé gdp lai...

Thai Ky da khong chon Kiéu Tong, vi thé nén anh phai roi Béi qudc.
DPo6i v6i Kiéu Tong, cau chi la mot dita bé mudi tudi vo dung, ngudi khong
s@ troi, khong so dat nhw anh nhat dinh sé nhanh chéng quén cau. Nhw thé
chang khac gi sinh ly tir biét, cang roi xa Bong Son, anh sé tir tt quén di
Thai Ky, moi day lién két gilta cau va anh sé ngay cang yéu di. Sau khi
Lénh Tén mo6n déng lai, hai ngudi sé khong con quan hé gi.

Thai Ky dirng day.
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10.4 “T'hai Ky!” Nhin thdy Thai Ky dang ngbi yén thi dot nhién ditng
day, San Tw vuon tay ra va 6m lay cau. “Dung di! BDém...”

Pém khac ngay, hon nita, bay gio da rat khuya, ti¢ khi tran ngap, yéu
qudi cling ra ngoai nhiéu hon.

“Khong! Thai Ky...”

Théai Ky day tay San T® ra, cdu khong thé chiu dwgc vong tay nay.
Néu khong di, cau sé khong con co hoi gap lai Kiéu Tong, cau khong thé
chiu ndi cai cam giac ay.

“San T, co6 lam sao vay?” Dung Kha chay vao Lo Thién cung xem
chuyén gi dang xdy ra, mot vai nit tién cling vao theo v6i gwrong mat hot
hoang.

Cau biét, cho du chay nhanh dén dau thi San T, Ngao Lam va cac
tién nit cling sé dudi kip, nhung cau phai di. San Tt dap xudng phia truwéc
va 6m lay Thai Ky, c6 khong thé dé chu nhan cta minh di Hoang Hai luc
dém khuya thé nay. Vét thwong ctia Ly Trai cung hoi mau trén nguoi Ngao
Lam da khién Thai Ky phai ngt suét mot ngay mdi héi phuc lai va di ding
duwgc. Khong cé nang lwong thi cling khong c6 sttc manh, néu gap phai yéu
qudi, Thai Ky sé khong du sic dé thu phuc ching. Khi cha nhan suy yéu,
st 1énh cfling yéu di theo, cho du la San T hay Ngao Lam thi moi day lién
két gitta str 1énh va ky 1an la khéng thé tach roi. Bén canh d6, néu gap phai
yéu quai manh nhw Ngao Lam thi sé khong du thoi gian dé thoat than. San
T da ha quyét tam, c6 phai ngan Thai Ky lai.

“Théi Ky!”

Nhwng Théai Ky da né dwgc vong tay cta c6. San Tt than tho nhin doi
ban tay trong rong cia minh, rd rang c6 da bat dugc Thai Ky. Co lai ngan
ngai mot ldc r6i tiép tuc niu kéo Thai Ky nhung d6i ban tay van rong
khong. Pira tré ay chi chay mot mach vé phia tredc, tai sao co lai khong bat
duoc no?

Ciing nhuv lan truwde. San T dot nhién mé to mat. Ciing nhw khi hang
phuc Ngao Lam, nhw c6 gi d6 da nguyeén raa co, San Tw khong thé lam trai
10i Thai Ky du c6 c6 dén dau.
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Tai sao?

Tuy da bat dau lay lai nang lwc nhwng Thai Ky van chi la mot chua ky
lan nho.

“Ngao Lam!”

Nghe thdy tiéng goi cia San Tw, mot con quai vat xudt hién tir vach
ndi va can duong Thai Ky, nhung cau da dung phap thuat gi dé dé vuot qua
né. San Tt lai phong vé phia tredc dé ngan Thai Ky lai nhung cau da tranh
duwge. Co cd veon nguoi 1én va tém dwoc co tay cau nhung Thai Ky da
nhanh choéng giat tay lai. Sau khi c6 gang thém vai lan nita, San Tt cling da
nam dugc chéo 4o cta Thai Ky.

“Thai Ky, lam on... Pém ro6i...” Trwdc khi San T kip n6i hét 16i, cac
tien nit chay phia sau dot nhién im bat.

Cam giac cang lén tir bd 4o nga da bién mat, n6 tir ti* nhe nhang roi
xuong tay San Tt.

“Ah...” San Tt thot 1én, cac tién nit cling thé.

Theo 4nh mat cua céc tién ni, co6 nhin 1én bau troi va thdy dwéi anh
trang, trén nhitng vach da den nhanh, c6 mot than anh dang ding & lung
chitng nui. Trwdc doi mat ngac nhién cua ho, con than thu téa lan quang,
bay thang 1én bau troi dém.

“Thai Ky...”

B0 bom ngan c6 mau nhw sat thép, bo 1ong den téa anh bac lap lanh,
bon chan va dau den tuyén, trén tran la mét chiéc strng mau tran chau.

Phdi dudi kip Nguoi.

San T& nam chat b6 do ngua trén tay. Tuy nhién, khong mot sinh vat
nao trén thé gidi nay cé thé dudi kip ky lan dang phi nwdc dai.

10.5 Théi Ky chi biét chay vé phia triéc. Sau khi né tranh Ngao Lam,
day San Tt ra va bat dau chay, cau thay co thé minh cang lic cang nhe di,
ctt thé, chay thang vé phia tréc nhanh hon, cho dén khi nhan ra minh dang
bay trén bau troi dém. Sau mot vai buwdc, cau thdy minh da bién than, Lo
Thién cung da bi bé lai phia xa. Cau khong cam thay khé chiu cling nhw
dau dén, trong thanh tam, Thai Ky chi biét chay vé phia trudc, ti chi ra sic

https://thuviensach.vn



phi nwdc dai. Sau mot vai budc nita, cau da dén Pha D6 cung, nhitng ngon
du6c do nhitng ngudi leo nii thap 1én kéo dai mot dai phia dwdi. Roi dén
con s0 ngu, Kiéu Téng nhin con ky thu, anh dang chuan bi cho chuyén di
san dém thi bat chgt dirng tay.

“Gi vay?”

Con s6 ngu nhin 1én mot goc troi va ru 1én khién Kiéu Tong tudng
rang cé yéu quai tan céng nhung né lai khong hé bi kich dong. Anh cau
may, nhin theo huéng anh mat cta né réi nhan ra c6 mot cai gi do dang
dén. Gitra anh trang, con than thua tuyét dep dang phi nuéc dai vé phia anh.

Hac ky!

Khi céi suy nghi ay vira bat ra thi cdm gidc lwu luyén ciling tran ve.
Anh khong cho phép minh qua gan b6 v6i Thai Ky nén méi quyét dinh
xuong nui sém thé nay. Nhitng nguwdi chwa ngu ciing ngan dau, nhin vé bau
troi va dong loat thét 1én kinh ngac. Chiéc dudi lap lanh nhw anh Itta dom
dom, con ky lan dap xudng mot tang da va quan sat khu trai. Giita nhitng
bui cé va da tang la nhitng can léu, hanh trang va doan nguwdi dang ngay
ngwoi nhin 1én troi, xung quanh la nhitng ngon dudc.

“Qua la... mot ky 1an tuyét dep.” Nguwoi dau tién hoan hoén lai la Kiéu
Toéng, anh mim cuwdi, dat chi€c yén xudng dat. “Ngudi sao vay, Bong Son
cong? Dén tién ching than a?”

Thai Ky ngan ngai mot Iic r6i nhdy tir vach da xudng dat bang. Cau
biét minh dang pham phai mét t6i 16i khong thé tha thir.

“Xem ra Ngudi c6 thé bién than dugce r6i, xin chic mirng. Than vo
cung vinh hanh dwoc dién kién dung mao doc nhat nay cia Nguoi, suyt
chut nita than da khéng nhan ra.”

Thai Ky khong biét phai tra 16i thé nao.

“Tuy da c6 stt 1énh nhwng Nguwoi van phai can than hon. Xin hdy mau
hoi cung!” Thay Thai Ky van ditng yén do, Kiéu Téng lay ra mot manh vai
tir hanh 1y cia minh. “Hay la... Ngwoi c6 chuyén gi mudn néi vdi than?”

Kiéu Tong phu manh vaéi 1én nguwoi Thai Ky, cau da bién lai hinh
ngwoi. Thai Ky cling khong biét minh da lam thé nao, chi dot nhién cam
thdy nguwdi minh ndng di. Nhin Kiéu Téng dang choang thém do cho minh,

https://thuviensach.vn



Thai Ky chi thdy mo6i anh mat 4m ap cua anh, ching khong con dang sg
nira.

Nhung van con mét noi sg khac, cau khong biét minh dang lam gi.

“Kiéu Tong Tudng quan...”

Thién Khdi dd khong xudt hién...

Nhung da khong con cach nao khac. Thai Ky quy xudng trong khi
Kiéu Téng mé& to mat ngac nhién.

“Cong...?”

Thai Ky cui sdu dau xudng dat, twa nhu van xin Kiéu Tong tha thi.

“Than sé khong bao gio roi xa ... Khong bao gid trai 1énh. .. Cling nhw
mai mai trung thanh vGi Nguwoi.” Thai Ky da phan boi Thién Ly, phan boi
cac tién nit, qudéc veong va tat cd moi ngwoi. “Than xin the.”

Sao minh lai cé6 thé lam duwoc viéc nay...?

Kiéu Toéng tram mac mot lic 1au, anh mat cia anh khién Thai Ky dau
dén dén thd khong n6i. Van con thoi gian dé quay dau lai, nhung lic do,
mot giong noi lai diém dam dot nhién vang lén.

“Ta chdp nhan.”

Pa khong con c6 thé quay lai, Thai Ky cti nguoi sau hon, cau khong
cach nao dirng day noi. Cau da phan boi ho, phan boi nhitng ngudi yéu
thwong va lo lang cho minh, phan béi dit nuéc, qudc viwong, than dan va
phan bdi ca Kiéu Tong. Pa con khéng con 16i thoat. Thai Ky dat tran 1én
mui chan cta Kiéu Tong, ca nguwdi run 1én vi cam giac toi 16i, tredc mat
cau chi con la bong t6i.

Minh muén vdn hoi.

Cau muon thét 1én rang tat ca chi la doi tra, nhwng nhitng 10i dy nhw
nghen lai trong c6 hong. Kiéu Tong d& Thai Ky ding 1én, gwong mat vo
cung ngac nhién ctia anh rét cudc ciing né mot nu cuwoi.

“Dirng qua da 1€, Thai Ky!”

Théai Ky khong biét phai tra 16i ra sao, tat cd moi ngwdi xung quanh
déu reo ho. Kiéu Tong bé Thai Ky lén va xoay mot vong, nhw dé cho moi
nguwoi thidy khong con niém kiéu hanh nao hon cha ky 1an nho trén tay
minh.
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Anh cuoi véi Théi Ky va néi: “Tuy van con nho, nhwng nguwoi rat biét
nhin nguoi.”

Théi Ky khong thé chiu dwgc &nh mat nay cta Kiéu Téng, cau quay vé
phia sau va thay San Tt cling vira dén.
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Chuong XI

11.1 Ra d6 chinh 1a quée virong.

Khi thdy tran Thai Ky dung vao mui chan Kiéu Tong, San T nhan ra
nguwoi dan ong ay chinh la tdn virong. Co biét Thai Ky rat sg Kiéu Tong,
mot noi s¢g khong thé dién dat bang 10i, nhung ciing da bat dau quen véi
viéc bén canh anh ta. Pta tré nay von nhit nhat trudc nguwdi la nén cd da
khong cho viéc dy la dac biét. So véi Kiéu Tong, Thai Ky gan giii vGi Ly
Trai hon nhiéu, diéu nay khién San Tw rat ngac nhién vi sao Thai Ky cw&
mot mue doi di tim anh ta. Pubi theo linh quang cta Thai Ky dén Hoang
Hai, nhitng suy nghi ay ci¥ xoay trong dau c6. Vi sao c6 khong thé dudi kip
Thai Ky? Vi sao Thai Ky lai dot nhién bién than? Co 1€ tit ca la do y chi
cua Thai Ky, sy kién dinh, long mong moi dugc gap lai Kiéu Tong da
chiém lay toan bo trai tim cau, giup cau cé duwgc sitc manh dé vugt qua tat
ca.

Khi Thai Ky vo thitc né tranh vong tay cia San T thi chuyén bién
hinh, von treéc day la khong thé da trg thanh cé thé. Vi sao sitc manh nay
chi xudt hién moi khi c¢6 chuyén lién quan dén Kiéu Tong? Thai Ky lu6n
khién moi nguwdi cam thay rang cau chi la mot ky 1an yéu 6t va tw ti. Va khi
mot ky 1an vai tinh cach nhw thé thé hién quyét tam, nguwdi Thai Ky dén
bén canh chinh la Kiéu Tong. San Tw ludn ddt an toan cua Thai Ky 1én trén
hét, nhung sitc manh dy van thitc tinh, day cdu ra khoéi vong tay cua co,
hang phuc dwgc mot con thao thiét thanh str 1énh va bién than. C6 khong
hiéu vi sao moi thit lai xay ra nhu thé. Cé 1€ nang lyc cua Thai Ky da an
qua sau, khién nguwdi khac khéng nhan ra. San Tw biét c6 chi c6 thé an
minh sau chiéc bong ctia Thai Ky, am tham bdo vé cau va xuat hién khi can
thiét.

Mang trén minh tam trang nang né, San T® cung Ngao Lam vugt qua
nhitng vach d4, dudi theo vi chii nhan nho xuéng chan ndi. Ro6i khi nhin
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thdy canh twgng ay, c6 da hiéu ra. Thai Ky chi hoan toan hanh déng theo
ban nang, khong suy nghi, khong cam xuc, di theo tiéng goi ctia mot strc
manh vugt xa nang lyc cta cdu va lam nhitng gi minh phai lam. Tat ca la vi
Kiéu Tong chinh la quéc vuong.

San T nhdy xuéng, Thai Ky quay lai nhin c6 v6i gwong mat kinh
hoang. C6 mim cuwdi va tan vao chiéc béng cua cdu. Néu Kiéu Tong qua
that la vua thi tai sao Thai Ky lai s¢ hai dén thé? Tai sao dén gio nay Thai
Ky méi nhan ra anh ta chinh la tan vieong? Tuy trong long van con day hoai
nghi nhwng co lai khong quan tdm dén cau tra 10i, bdi vi doi véi San T,
Thaéi Ky la quan trong nhat.

000

Kiéu T6ng va doan tuy tung tré lai Bong Son va thay cac tién nit dang
chd & Pha B0 cung v6i giwong mat trang béch.

“Thai Ky...! Moi ngudi lo mudn chét!” Nhin thdy Kiéu Tong dua
Thai Ky xudng tr Ké Do, Dung Kha voi chay dén. “C6 chuyén gi vay? Tai
sao Kieu Tong Tuwdng quan lai quay lai?”

Kiéu Tong chi cwoi, nhitng nguwdi tuy tung da tra 10i giap anh. “Bong
Son céng chang qua chi dudi theo chia cong ctia minh.”

Nhitng nguwdi dang tu tap trwdc cira Phi D6 cung bat dau xon xao, réi
reo ho vui mung. Dung Kha nhin vé mat twoi cwoi cua Kiéu Tong nhung lai
thdy mot Thai Ky véi gwong mat kinh hoang.

“Chua cong... Vay...” Dung Kha quy xuéng. “Nhw vay Thién Khai da
xuat hién?”

Théi Ky khong thé tra 16i. Poan tuy tung xac nhan cau héi ctia Dung
Kha, tr phia sau truyén dén mot giong noi.

“Giao wdc da duoc ky két.” Bo 1a San Tt.

Dung Kha m& to mat ngac nhién roi nhin Trinh Vé. Trinh Vé gat dau
roi 1ap titc quy xudng, tran cui sau, hai tay dat xuéng dat, cac tién nit khac
cling nhanh chong lam theo.

“Xin chuc mung Kieu Tong dai nhan.”

Nguwoi dan ong dat tay 1én vai Thai Ky mim cuwdi va gat dau. Trinh Vé
van quy & do, giong day vui mirng, co thot 1én: “Thai Vwong va Thai Dai
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phu van tué van tué van van tué.”

Lic nay, da khéng con cach nao ciru van dugce toi 16i cia Thai Ky.

11.2 Kiéu Téng va tuy tung nhanh chéng chuyén vao Pan Qué cung
nam phia vong ngoai Bong Lu cung. Bong L cung cé dién tich rat 16n va
dwgc xdy dung tir xa Xuwa, vi ngay qudc viong dang co, tiép nhan Thién
Sac. Ké tir gio phut nay, thai do cua cac tién nit tredc Kiéu Tong da hoan
toan thay doi, gio day, anh chinh la chi nhan ctaa ho cling nhw Thai Ky. Vi
thé nén moi thit déu phai chu ddo. Rat nhiéu tién nit dd chuyén dén DPan
Qué cung dé hau ha Kiéu Téng va tuy tung. Cac c6 phuc vu tan virong vo
cung tan luc, tir khi roi givong budi sang cho dén khi di ngu.

D6 1a mot sy thay doi 16n. Chi vira tredc day thoi, khi gap céac tién ni,
Kieu Tong con phai cui chao thi gio, moi chuyén da dao ngugc. Anh da
khong con phai cung kinh trudce cac tien nit va Thai Ky. Khi ra khai cung,
ban beé triréc day cta anh cling phai cdi ngwoi hanh 1é.

Dia vi cua Kiéu Tong la cao nhat.

“Chuic mirng Bé ha.” Vai ngay trudc khi dang co, Ly Trai dén yét kién
tan vuong.

“Nguoi da khoe chwa?”

“Th 16i cho than vi da khién Bé ha lo lang.” Ly Trai quy xudng va
cui dau, sau dé nhin vé phia Thai Ky. “Chac mirng Pai phu.”

“Cam on...” Thai Ky 16 ra gwong mat ué odi khién Ly Trai c6 chit lo
lang.

“Tht 16i cho than mao pham, nhung hinh nhv Pai phu cé chut gi
khong thoai mai?”

Pira tré guong cwdi va noi: “Moi chuyén déu 6n... Chi la dot nhién bi
goi la Dai phu khién ta hoi khé xi mot chat.”

Ly Trai cuwdi va nhin gwong mat boi roi cua Thai Ky, sau dé quay vé
phia Kiéu Tong. “Ngoai thinh an ra, than ciing xin dén dé tir biét.”

Kiéu Tong nhiu may. “Nguoi dinh xuéng nii?”

“Vang a. PBa dén lic phai trd vé r6i, ngay mai than sé xudng nii cung
moi nguoi.”
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Kiéu Tong gat dau. “Tot. Tuwdng quan hay giit gin sttc khoe. Ching ta
sé gap lai & Béi qudc sau.”

“Pa ta Bé ha.”

Thdy Ly Trai chuan bi rdi Pan Qué cung, Thai Ky quay sang Kiéu
Tong va hoi: “Than di tién Ly Trai Twéng quan duwgc khong?”

Kiéu Téng mim cudi. “Di di!” Rdi anh dot nhién gio tay 1én. “A, Ly
Trai.”

“Vang a?”

“Cam quan hién dang tréng mot cho. Ngwoi thay thé nao?”

Trudc 16i dé nghi ctia Kiéu Toéng, Ly Trai chi diu dang mim cuoi.
“Than tin rang van con nhiéu ngudi xitng danh hon minh.”

“Qua nhién.” Kiéu Tong khé cuwdi va ra hiéu cho Ly Trai c6 thé di.

Sau khi Ly Trai hanh 1€ va rdi cung, Théi Ky ciling chay theo co.

11.3 “Liy Trai Tudng quan khéng muén lam théng linh cdm quan
sao?” Thai Ky vtra di cung Ly Trai trén nhitng con duong da vira hoi.

“Khong phai than khong mudén ma con cé nhitng ngwoi khac xitng
dang hon.”

“Ly Trai Twéng quan qua nhién la ngwai tot.” Thai Ky thi tham.

Nhin gwong mat Thai Ky, Ly Trai lo lang héi: “Trong Nguoi c6 vé co
tam su’?”

“Khong.”

Nhung cho du ¢6 nhin di nhin lai thé nao thi cling cam thay c6 van de.
“Nguoi dang lo lang chuyén gi a?” Ly Trai héi mot lan nita.

Théi Ky ngan dau 1én nhin Ly Trai. “Ly Trai Twéng quan, ngai cé vui
khi Bé ha Ién lam vua khong?”

Ly Trai chép mat va bat chot hiéu ra chu ky lan nhé tudi dang mang
ndng tam sy gi. “Tat nhién la than rat vui. Nguoi c6 nhd la than da n6i Bé
ha sé 1a mot quoc vwrong vi dai khong?”

“A, ding roi...”

“Néu khong phai Bé ha ma la than thi moi ngwdi nhat dinh sé khong
tam phuc khau phuc thé nay. Mot quan vwong can phai c6 sy ton kinh tw
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than dan cua minh. Ngwoi da lwa chon rat dang. Pa ta vi mang dén cho
nuwdc ta mot qudc vuong tot.”

Thai Ky muon cwoi 1én dé dap lai nhwng cau khong thé.

“Nguoi khong can phai suy nghi nhiéu. Quéc virong 1a do trdi cao lya
chon.”

Nhitng 16i an i ctia Ly Trai nhu con dao nhon dam thang vao tam can
Thai Ky.

000

“Tai sao Dai phu trong khong vui?” Kiéu Tong hoi khi thay Théi Ky
trd ve.

“Khong c6 gi...”

“B6 dang cia Ly Trai cling c6 chut khong 6n... Méi khi nhin thay bd
dang nay cua nguwoi ta c6 cam giac nhw dang bat céc ky lan cta chinh
minh.”

“Khong...”

Dung Khé dang ditng ké bén bat cudi. “Pai phu sap phai roi Bong Son
nén rat buoén. Du sao ngai cling dwgc sinh ra @ Bong Lai va méi vira vé day
khong 1au, chwa kip quen vé6i cudc séng & noi nay da phai chuyén di noi
khac.”

Kiéu Tong gat dau nhung nhitng 10i cia Dung Kha lai khién Thai Ky
giat minh. Cau chwa hé nghi dén cai ngay minh phdi roi Bong Son va cac
tien ntr.

Kiéu Téng ra hiéu goi Thai Ky lai va néi: “Khi con & Béng Lai, tén
nguoi la gi?” Nhin thdy Thai Ky chan chit mét Idc roi buéce téi, Kiéu Tong
mim cwoi. “Tat cd moi ngwdi déu goi ngwoi la Pai phu, nhung ta thiy trach
nhiém ay qua nang né. Nao, lai day néi cho ta nghe tén ctia minh di.”

“...Takasato Kanamelll.”

Thai Ky viét tén minh 1én long ban tay Kiéu T6ng, nhin nhitng chit
nay, anh bat cudi. “Tén hay lam. Nguoi qua that rat quan trong doi véi Dai
quoc.”

Thai Ky nham mat lai.
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“Ho cling rat dac biét. Nguwoi cé biét rang c6 mot dinh & Bong Son
cling co ten Cao Ly khong?”

“That u?”

“Nguoi ta noi rang linh hon ngudi chét sé tré lai noi do, chi can thém
b6 thdo phia trwdc chit ‘cao’ thi sé trd thanh tén ctia ndi nguwdi chét. Pay
khong phéi diém xdu ma la diém t6t.”

“Nguoi chét...” Thai Ky thi tham.

Kiéu Tong gat dau. “T® khi bién thanh sinh khi, ngudi chét chuyén
kiép va dau thai. Cao Ly, ta mong nguoi sé dem sinh khi vé lai P&i quoc.”

Théi Ky cti dau im lang. B6i véi mot ké da pham phai t6i nghiét nhw
cau, moi thit chi la sy day vo, nhung tat ca da khong con c6 thé citu van.

[1] Tén that cua Thai Ky la Takasato Kaname (BB E), ho Takasato,
tén Kaname. Néu doc nhitng Han ty viét tén cau theo am Han-Viét thi la
Cao Ly Yéu, ho Cao Ly, tén Yéu. Chit ‘Yéu’ trong tén cau chinh la chi
‘yéu’ trong ‘trong yéu’, vi thé nén Kiéu Tong da goi Thai Ky la ‘rdt quan
trong doéi véi BaGi quoc’.

11.4 Ngay t6t cudi cung ciing da dén. Dung Kha mic y phuc den va
dén don, Thai Ky vira tam rita xong va dang mac 1é phuc. Cau biét tap tuc
cta thé gidi nay ngwoc lai véi Bong Lai, moi khi c6 chuyén vui, ho sé ban
do den va khi c6 tang su thi ban do trang. Nhung véi cdm giac t6i 16i, cau
thay nhitng bo do den cuda cac tién nit nhw dang am chi déu gi do, Thai Ky
luén cadm thay bat an.

Dung Kha cti nguwoi hanh 1é va néi: “Thai Pai phu, gio tot da dén.”

“Vang...” Poi vai Thai Ky, day duong nhuw la tang sy.

Nhin vé mac lo lang cda cta chi ky 1an nho, Dung Kha hoi: “Sao vay?
Pém qua ngai c6 ngu dugc khong?”

Théi Ky khong thé tra 161, d8m qua cau da khong ngu. Chi mdt lic sau
thoi, cau sé cung Kiéu Téng dén dinh cia Bong Son. Sau khi tiép nhan
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Thién Sac, Kiéu Tong sé chinh thitc tré thanh vi vua dwgc trdi cao chap
nhan.

Va t6i 10i cia cdu sé bi phat giac.

Thai Ky khong biét 1é dang co sé dién ra nhw thé nao, nhung cau biét
troi cao nhat dinh sé khong tha thi cho cau. Khi ay, bén canh Kiéu Tong,
Thai Ky cling sé bi trieng phat vi da giao vac voi Kiéu Tong. Cau khong
twdng twong noi diéu gi dang chg dgi minh, tit ca déu la do 16i cta cau, cau
san sang chap nhan moi hinh phat va hy vong sé khong lién luy dén Kiéu
Toéng. Nhitng suy nghi nay ct quanh quan trong dau khién Thai Ky khong
chgp mat nbi ca dém qua.

Nhin Thai Ky c tram mac nhw thé, Dung Kha quy xudng va dwa tay
ra, Thai Ky tién vé phia c6. Co diu dang chinh trang lai dau t6c ctia cdu va
noi: “Van con ngan lam...”

“Vay u?”

“Vang. Buing nghi tién nit chiing em khong nhan ra. Bién thanh ky lan
tuyét dep nhw thé qua that khong dé dang gi, tiéc la mai téc nay van chua
du dai...”

Théi Ky hiéu an y dang sau nhitng 16i cia Dung Khéa nén danh gat
dau. “Chi cling nhan ra sao?”

Vao céi dém ma cdu bién than, Thai Ky da khéng dé cac tién ni¥ nhin
ro hinh dang ky lan cua cau, du rd rang ca ban than cau va cac tién nit déu
rat mong dgi ngay nay.

“Vang. Em da rat hanh phtic.” Dung Kha can than chdi lai mai t6c cia
Théi Ky. “Kiéu Téng dai nhan la m6t quéc vvong ma ngai c6 thé nwong
twa. Em rat hanh phic.”

“Hanh phuc...”

Dung Kha nham mat lai va gat dau. “Tat nhién... Du c6 hoi buén...”

Dung Kha la tién nit gan giii va yéu thwong Thai Ky nhat.

“Dung Kha...” Thai Ky 6m lay tién nit dang quy duéi dat.

Thoi diém chia ly da dén.

“Thai Ky nhat dinh phai phai trong nhé.”
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Xin 16i... Thai Ky thi tham trong long. Tt khi dén Bong Son nay, cau
lu6bn cam thay c6 16i vdi céc tién nit, cau da khong thé bién than, khong thé
hang phuc st 1énh, r6i t6i nghiét nay... Cau mong c6 thé lam lai tir dau,
dém ay, 1€ ra cau nén ngoan ngoan va lang lang tién dwa Kiéu Tong xudng
ndi. Néu nghe 16i moi ngudi, cau da khéng pham phai toi nghiét nay va
budc phéi roi Bong Son. Moi chuyén sé nhu tridc, hang ngay chim vao
gidc nga bén tiéng hat cia Dung Kha, cung dung bita v6i cac tién nit va
chay vong quanh nhitng con duong trong mé cung da cung San T, cau sé
C ti€p tuc cai cudc séng vui vé ay.

Dung Kha diu dang xoa Iwng Thai Ky va ém cau vao long. “DPén gio
r0i, di nao.”

11.5 Thai Ky dugc dwa di Van Bé cung nam bén mot swdn nui phia
nam Bong Lu cung. Bén trong cung nay c6 mot canh céng 1én son son.
Moi khi nhan roi, Thai Ky thwong dao quanh tat ca cac cung nén cau nhd ra
canh cong nay da tirng md ra mot lan, phia sau n6 da tirng 1a mét vach nui.
Gio day, thay cho vach mii, mot chi€c cau thang da xuat hién, nhitng bac
thang nhu dugc lam bang pha 1&, téa sang ruc rd, trén dinh la mot con chim
trang dang cho doi Kiéu Tong va Thai Ky. Cac tién nit déu quy & hai bén,
ngay cd Ngoc Diép cling quy xudng va cti nguoi that sau khi Kiéu Téng va
Théi Ky di qua canh cong.

“Chuc Thai Vuong va Thai Pai phu van tho vo cuong.”

Kiéu Tong va Thai Ky dap tra 16i chic mirng nay. Con chim trang lai
kéu lén nhw thic giuc. Kiéu Téng vira bwdc 1én bac thang thi bat chgt sitng
nguoi lai, mat Thai Ky trang béch ra vi so rang anh da bi trirng phat, cau
nin théd va chuan bi dén chd chuyén sap dén. Tuy nhién, khéng c6 gi bat
thwong xdy ra, Kiéu Tong lai tiép budc. Roi dén Thai Ky, khi buwdc 1én mot
buwdc, cau hiéu ra vi sao Kiéu Tong sitng ngwoi lai, nhw c6 mot dong dién
chay khap nguoi, tir got chan dén dinh dau, khac sau vao trong tam tri Thai
Ky.

Thué khai thién ldp dia, cé chin chdu va bén di chdu. Dan ching
khéng hiéu ludn thuong dao ly, Thién T biét nhung lai khong tudn theo,
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miét thi Thién Dia Pao, coi thuvong Nhan Pao, coi nhe ky cuong. Khoi lira
noi lén bén phia, chién hda trdi dai ngan ddm, mdu chdy thanh séng. Thién
Dé vo cung dau long. Con nguoi ddm chim trong duc vong va ich ky.

Cuéi cung, Thién Pé quyét dinh hiy diét chin chdu va bén di chdu,
dua thé gidi tré vé thud hoang so réi mét lan nira tdi tao thé gidi, tdi lap
trat tv va dao ly.

Nhu c6 ai d6 diéu khién, Thai Ky lai buéc 1én thém mdot bwdc.

Thién Dé tao ra muwoi ba vuong quéc. Vuong quéc & trung tam thé
gidi la Hoang Hdi va Bong Son. Nguoi giao dat nwdc nay cho Tay Vuong
Mau bdo vé. Muoi hai nuéc con lai dugc giao cho mudi hai qudn vuong
cung cang cdy, quéc bdo Idp quoc. Mot con rdn qudn quanh canh cdy, trén
canh ddu ba trdi cdy. Mot roi xuéng thanh vuong vi, mét roi xuéng thanh
dat dai va mét roi xubéng thanh con nguoi. Canh cdy tré thanh chiéc biit
long bdng ngoc. Khai thién Idp dia.

Thai Ky khong cé thoi gian dé hiéu hét nhitng diéu nay.

Chi c¢6 mét phép tdc duy nhat, dé la phdi ldy nhan dic tri thién ha.
Ldy dan lam goc, khong duoc khoi mao chién s, khong duoc danh suu cao
thué ndng hay thiét Idp ludt 1é ha khac. Khong dugc hy sinh con dan, khong
duoc coi ddn nhu né 1é, dat dai phdi dugc phan chia hop ly. Khéng duoc
phép vi pham ludt troi. Phdi luon luén vitng budc trén chinh dao va tudn
theo Thién Cuong. Hanh phiic cua dan chiing chinh la vdn ménh ctia quéc
gia.

Trén moi bwdc di, nhitng thanh am ay lai tran vao trong dau Thai Ky.

Do la trdch nhiém cua Thién Tir va té twdng, la ludt 1é muén doi khi
Idp quéc. Tudn theo Thién Cuong, tudn theo ludn thuong dao ly, tudn theo
lé nghi. Nhitng gi can lam, nhitng gi khong nén lam. Nhirng thit can dung
nén, nhirng thir phdi huy di.

Ct thé, Thai Ky v6 thitc buéc 1én nhitng bac thang anh sang va khac
sau vao trong dau nhitng 16i nay. Roi khi giat minh tinh lai, cdu thdy anh
mdt troi da tran ngap khap noi, dang sau la tiéng canh céng son son déng
lai. Ca hai dang ditng trén dinh cau thang, d6i mat ctia con chim trang phan
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chiéu anh sang mat trdi 14p lanh. Lic nay, Thai Ky mdi nghe lai dugce binh
thwong. Cau voi nhin quanh, treéc mat la bién cd ménh mong.

“Van Hai...”

Gio thi Thai Ky da hiéu. Van Hai trén bau troi ngan cach Thién Gidi
va Pia Giédi. Thai Ky dang ditng trén mot hon ddo gitta bién may, dang sau
la mét dién tho nho, canh ctra son son déng kin. Phia tredc xuat hién nhitng
bac thang dan vao chinh dién. Xung quanh la nhitng hon dao nhé khac, tia
nhw nhitng doa sen gifta bién ca. Thai Ky biét minh phai lam gi. Cau vao
trong dién tho va dang huvong 1én Tay Vuwong Mau va Thién Dé, Kiéu Tong
thé nguyén sé tuan theo Thién Cuong. Sau d6, Huyén Vii xudt hién va dua
ho viegt qua Van Hai, vé Bach Khué cung & thanh Hong Co, tht do ctia B6i
quoc. Thai Ky than thg, mat cau trang béch ra.

Tdt ca da két thuc.

Thai Ky cho rang van con mot nghi thitc nao do6 sé dugc cr hanh va
10i n6i do6i ctia cau sé bi phat hién, sau do, hinh phat sé dién ra. Bat ké dudi
hinh thi¢c gi, cau sé ciing phai thita nhan ti 16i cia minh. Tuy nhién, khong
c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Sau khi di hét nhitng bac thang trong su6t, ti€p nhan
Thién Y, nghi 18 nhan Thién Sic da két thic. Gid day, Thai Ky biét toi
nghiét ctia minh con tram trong hon, da khong con cach gi sita chita sai lam
ay.

Vai tro ctia qudc viong la vo cung quan trong. Mot quoc vieong khéng
chi cai tri, ma con phai bdo vé virong quoc ctia minh, bdo ddm can bang
Am Duong va am hiéu B4t Quéi. Nhitng hanh dong cia quéc vwong sé
quyét dinh van ménh cua dat nwéc. Thai Ky ngan dau 1én nhin vi cht nhan
cta minh, Kiéu Téng van dang tram ngam nhin Van Hai. Quoc vuong phai
bdo vé virong quoc dé nhan dan cé thé thé an cw lap nghiép. Mat cau hoa
di.

Duéi sy tri vi ciia mét quéc virong gid, vdan ménh ctua DJi quoc sé di
ve dau?

11.6 Long Théi Ky ngdp tran héi han va tuyét vong khi thdy Kiéu
Tong thé nguyén tredc Thién Dé va Tay Vwong Mau.
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Vao luc do.

O béi qudc, dit nwdc ndm & cwc Dong Bic thé gidi, sdu trong Bach
Khué cung nam trén dinh Hong Co son, noi toa lac thu d6 Hong Co, Nhi
Thanh cung da truyén ra tin ming. Nhi Thanh cung la mét cung dién nhd
v&i muwoi nguwdi lam viéc, chuyén phu trach ghi chép cudc song thuwong nhat
ctia quoc vuong. T trong Nhi Thanh cung, mot thanh am dot nhién vang
1én khién cac quan vién v6 cung ming rd. Bach Tri da cit tiéng kéu.

“Bach Tri da cat tiéng kéu.” Mot quan vién voi chay khoi Nhi Thanh
cung, loan truyén tin mirng khap vwong cung.

“Bach Tri da kéu lén tiéng Tic Vi.”

Giong Ong ta vang khap noi, tat cd moi nguwdi déu reo ho. Chi trong
choc lat, toan bo vieong cung da chim trong tiéng hoan ho.

Trong cudc doi Bach Tri, n6 chi kéu lén hai lan, bao hiéu hai su kién,
vi thé nén loai chim nay con dugc goi 1a Nhi Thanh. Tiéng kéu dau tién la
‘Tc Vi’, bao hiéu qudc veong 1én ngbi va tiéng kéu cudi cung, hay tiéng
tht hai, goi la ‘Bang Ngu’, titc quéc viong da bang ha, sau do no sé 1ap tic
chét di. Chim Bach Tii chi ton tai dé kéu 1én hai tiéng ay. Ngay hom nay,
chim Bach Tri & Bach Khué cung dugc sinh ra muoi nam trede da kéeu léen
tiéng dau tién.

“Bach Tri da kéu lén tiéng Tic Vi.”

Am thanh dy duoc truyeén di khdp ndi cung, dén cac quan lai roi truyén
ra ngoai, tat cA moi nguwdi déu an murng.

“Thai Vwong da lén ng6i.”

000

Cung luc do, tai thanh Nghiéu Thién, tht do cia Khanh Bong quoc,
Kim Ba cung cling da nhan dvgc mung nay.

“M@ ctra Ngo6 bong cung.”

Canh Ky ngan dau nhin vé phia ctta s6, Canh Vuong dang nghe anh
bao cao vé tinh hinh Luc Quan ciing nhin 1én theo. Mot ni* quan voi vang
mé clra sO ra, mot con chim bay vao va dau trén nhanh cay vang.

“Bach Tii da cat tiéng kéu.”
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Chu nhan ctia Ng6 Dong cung la mot con chim phwgng, ca phuwgng lan
hoang déu séng & cung nay. Chim phwgng cé thé nghe dugc tin téc tw
nhitng con phugng cua cac nwdc khac va chim hoang sé kéu len khi c6 sy
kién trong dai xay ra.

Chim hoang kéu 1én: “Ttc Vi da phat ra ti Bdi quoc, Thai Vuong da
lén ngoi.”

Canh Ky nhin con chim hoang, kh6e miéng anh né mot nu cwoi. Canh
N vieong Thue Gidc ngdy ngwdi nhin nu cwdi hiém hoi trén méi ky lan caa
minh.

000

Dung Kha ditng trén nhitng con dwong da ciia Bong Lw cung, nhin 1én
troi. Bau troi xanh trong vat, tr dinh Bong Son nhin vé phia Bong Bac, c6
thdy mot dai may ruc rd, dau vét Huyén Vi dé lai khi bang qua Van Hai.
Dung Kha than tho nhin 4ang may ay, nhitng tién ni* bén canh c6 ciing thé.

“Thai Ky...”

Dung Kha khong ngo dita tré dang yéu ay lai phdi roi c6 sém nhu vay.
Cudc trung phung ngan ngui da két thic, nhitng thang ngay co6 don lai tiép
dién & Bong Son. Van con rat 1au nita méi dén ngay qua ky lan lai két trai.
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Chuong XII

12.1 P6i qusc nim ¢ cuc Pong Bic, tha do 1a thanh Hong Co.

Huyén Vi mat mot ngay mot dém dé di tir Bong Son vé dén dinh Hong Co
son thang dirng gitta troi xanh. Huyén Vii la mot con rua khong 16 c6 kich
thwdc bang mot hon ddo nho. Trwdc khi Thai Ky va Kiéu Tong roi dién
thd, n6 da cho san gitta Van Hai va ra hiéu cho tan viwong va ky lan leo 1én
mai tir dinh dau minh. Pau né dat trén bo, trong nhw mét hon da 16n, mai
rua 16i 10m nhw da tang. Trong né c6 vé giong nhw Bong Son, khong ai biét
Huyén Vii dén tir dau, c6 va mai n6 déu c6 mui am thap. O giita chiéc mai
rua la mot cung dién nho dung dé nghi qua dém.

Trong khi cudc hanh trinh trén lwng rua dién ra, & Bach Khué cung,
vrrong cung cua DGi qudc, dai tiéc da duwgc chuan bi dé nghénh don tan
viong. Thai Ky ditng & phia truée, thit dau tién cau thdy va mot hon dao
nho vuon thang 1én gitta bau trdi may. Khi dén gan hon thi tiéu ddo nay
trong c6 hinh méng ngwa, trén bo la hang loat nhitng cung dién. Nhitng bitc
twong va cot déu son trang, mau ngdi mau xanh sam hon Bong L cung.
Nhitng con gié th6i qua con vinh nho rat 6n hoa, toan bo cung dién soi
minh xuong bd ho trén khong nhw mét bitc tranh phong canh tuyét dep.

“Po la Bach Khué cung, c6 dep khong?”

Thai Ky ngay nguoi gat dau khi nghe tiéng Kiéu Tong.

“Bén nay la chinh dién, con dé la hau dién.” Kiéu Tong gio tay léen.
“Cao Ly, nguoi sé song & Nhan Trong dién phia bén kia.” Kiéu Tong chi
vao mot toa nha bén bo ho.

“Than sé séng & do u? Chang phdi than chi la than tr cia Bé ha théi
saon?”

“Di nhién, Cao Ly. Tuy la ciling la than t, nhung dia vi ctia nguoi
quan trong hon ho rat nhiéu. Lay mot con thuyén lam vi du, néu ta la canh
bu6m thi ngwoi la chiéc mo neo. Ca hai khong thé thiéu nhau.”
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“Vang...”

Huyén Vi cudi cung ciling dap vao bd vinh, hang loat 14 cd da dugc
kéo 1én. Rat nhiéu nguwoi da xép thanh hang dai, quy phuc trén mat day.
Huyén Vi lai dat chiéc dau caa n6 1én bo dé cd hai budc xudng. Bi qua
hang doan ngwoi xép thanh hai hang bén dwong, Kiéu Tong va Thai Ky
budc vao chinh dién. Ho nhan dugc sy chic mung tw moi nguoi, tuy nhien,
tam trang cua Thai Ky van rat xau. Cho du la nhitng ngudi quy dwdi chan
hay hau ha minh, Thai Ky cling da quen v@i nhitng viéc nay, quen vGi cudc
song xa hoa, nhwng bay bién ¢ Bach Khué cung con sang trong hon Bong
Lu cung rat nhiéu.

Cau muon goi San T dén va nam lay tay co, tuy nhién, Dung Kha da
dan di dan lai la sau khi lwa chon quéc viong va vé nuéc, Thai Ky dugc
coi nhw da tredng thanh. San T khong con la nhii mau cda cau nita ma da
tr& thanh st 1énh. Mot stt 1énh khong thé tuy y xuat hién gitta chon dong
nguwoi. Vi vay, mot ngay sau khi nghi Ié két thuc, Thai Ky trd vé tam cung
ctia minh va kéo man xudng, cudi ctung, ciu ciing da co thé nghi ngoi.

“San Tw...”

O phong bén canh 1a tdm thi nit dugc phan cong dé hau ha minh nén
Thai Ky phai nho giong khi goi San Tu.

“Ngudi co sao khong?”

Trudc day, moi lan Thai Ky cat tiéng goi thi San T déu lap tirc xuat
hién, nhung lan nay, cau chi nghe thiy tiéng cta c6.

“San Tw.”

“Nguoi da trwdng thanh, than khong thé tuy tién xuat hién moi khi
duoc goi.”

“Khong dugc sao?”

Théai Ky ngoi trén mot chiéc mén 16n, nhwng chiéc mén ¢ Lo Thién
cung con 16n hon.

“Tuy khong hién than, nhung than van & bén canh Ngugi.”

“Nhung...”

“Xin hdy s6m nghi ngoi...”
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San T da néi thé nén Thai Ky danh ngoan ngodn ndm xudng, nhung
cau khong mét. Bat chot, Thai Ky nd mét nu cuwdi, cau cé6 cam giac mot doi
tay dang cham vao minh tw du6i givong, do chinh la San Tw. Tay San Tw
dang nam chat 1ay tay Thai Ky.

“Chuc ngu ngon...”

“Vang...”

Théai Ky kho khan lam mdi nham mat lai dwgce. Gidc nga dén that
nong, tat ca nhitng gidc mo déu la &c mong.

12.2 Ky 1an sé& dam nhiém chic vu t& phu sau khi vé nudc, cho du ky
1an nho tudi dén dau thi van phai ganh vac trong trach nay.

Thai Ky bat dau tiép nhan chitc vu té phu. Méi sang, khi dén gio, cau
phai roi giwong, an ban chinh chu va dén chinh dién tham dy budi chau
sang. Luc dy, cau phai & bén canh quéc vuong va nghi dam chinh sw. Tuy
nhién, Thai Ky chi cé thé im lang ng6i mot bén va lang nghe, d6 la trach
nhiém cta ky lan. Sau khi bu6i chau sang két thiic, budi chiéu, quéc vuong
sé lam viéc trong thw phong. Luc nay, Té phu c6 thé lui vé phong riéng,
nhung Théi Ky van & bén canh Kiéu Tong cho dén khi anh di nga. Hién
gig, Kiéu Tong dang chuan bi cho dai lIé diang co cia minh, mat khac, anh
cling phai sap xép lai b6 may chinh quyén mdi. Trong hé thong quan lai ct
ma tién vuong dé lai, nhitng nguwoi can gitr thi phai gitt lai, cai gi can bé thi
phai bé di. Trong do6, viéc tan phong va bai mién chitc vu cua cac quan vién
cung thiét 1ap lai luat phap la quan trong nhat.

“Vé deé xuat ctia Nhac su trudng, Bé ha dinh doat thé nao?”

Kiéu Tong dang nam trong tdm cung cta minh duyét tau chwong. Thai
Ky ditng gan dé.

“Khong can quan tam dén han.”

Thai Vuong doi tridc da vi qua xa hoa ma lac 16i. Kiéu Tong biét 1o
diéu do, anh da giam thiéu s6 lwgng cung nit xudng mic thip nhat. Cac
dién cling dugc dong ctra moi khi khong st dung. Nhac su trueéng la truedng
quan cua tat ca nhac s trong cung, ong ta kién nghi rang tan vwong da bai
mién qua nhiéu nhac su.
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“Du sao ta cling xuat than la quan nhan, c néi véi han la ta chang
hiéu gi vé am nhac.”

“Nhung nhw thé, nhitng nguwdi bi bai mién sé rat khé khan...”

“Pai phu c6 biét tién virong da dé lai bao nhiéu nhac s khong?”

Thai Ky lac dau. “Thwa khong a.”

“Ta cling khong ro, nhung s6 lwgng nhat dinh la khong nhé. C¢ moi
lan ta vao hau dién thi mot khic nhac khac nhau lai dwge tdu 1én ¢ moi
hanh lang, bén canh do, bon ho cit dan ca ngay du ta c6 @ trong hau dién
hay khéng. Tham chi cé bu6i chau sang ciing c6 nhac.”

“Vay u...?”

“Nhitng nhac su tai ba nay sé khong khé khan khi tim mot cong viéc
md&i dau. Chung ta chi can gitr lai mét so lwgng vira da, du gi déi khi cling
phai tiép khach cho dang hoang.”

“Nhac s tredng c6 ndi nhw thé sé khong da ngudi cho 1€ dang co cta
Bé ha.”

“Vay la dua r6i. Baéi quoc cling khong dw da gi cho cam.”

“Nhuwng Xuan Quan tredng ciing cho rang khong du, du gi day ciing la
1é dang co cua Bé ha. Chung ta phai chuan bi that chu dao.”

Xuan Quan tredng 1a mot trong Luc Quan. Ong ta chju trach nhiém t6
chirc budi 1é nay.

“C dé bon ho muon lam sao thi lam. Ho chi lam ra vé thoi, tién
vuong da qua phung phi, quoc kho trong rong, trong kho toan la giay ng.”

“Vang a...”

Thai Ky van con rat nho dé hiéu dwgc b may chinh quyén hoat dong
ra sao va nguoi 1én sap xép moi viéc nhw thé nao. Tinh trang hién gid cta
Ddi quoc cling khong dugce kha quan cho lam. Ngwoc lai v6i Thai Ky, Kiéu
Tong hiéu rd moi chuyén trong va ngoai cung nén Thai Ky biét anh khong
can nhitng 161 khuyén cta cau.

“Hay chung ta nén tim mot Xuan Quan trudng thich hgp hon nhi?”
Kiéu Tong lam bam r6i nhin vé phia chong tau chwong, Thai Ky van quan
sat anh. “Tién viong von yéu thich hoi hé xa hoa, ta lo rang Xuan Quan
tredng hién nay ciing da bi nhiém cai tinh ay.”
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“Nhung than nghi ching ta khong nén thay 6ng ta sém nhu thé...”

Kiéu Tong nhin Thai Ky va mim cwoi. “Ciing phéi, c@ dé han lam
thém mot thoi gian nita xem sao.”

Théi Ky cui dau, cau biét nu cwdi nay cua Kiéu Téng la danh cho cau.
“Xin 106i, than da qua loi...”

“Khong sao. Nhitng cau hdi cta nguoi ciing khién ta dé chiu hon.”

Thai Ky biét Kiéu Tong chi an ti cau. “Xin 16i...”

Nhin vé mat buon ba cta Thai Ky, Kiéu Téng ding day. “Cao Ly,
nguoi dang lo lang gi thé? Coé thé noéi cho ta biét khong?”

Thaéi Ky lién lac dau. “Khéng, khong co gi.”

Kiéu Tong dat tau chwong xuong, nhin vé phia Théai Ky r6i bat chgt
nhe nhang 6m lay cau. “Nguoi... nhd Bong Son phai khong?”

“Khong phai a...”

“Néu nhé cac tién nit thi c n6i véi ta. Khong can phai khoé s& dén
thé.”

“Khoéng a...”

“Néu vay, nguoi dang phién ndo vi diéu gi? Khong can phai ké cho ta
nghe tat ca. Nguoi van con nho, dirng tw mién ci’dng minh.”

Thai Ky khong biét phdi tra 10i ra sao.

“Sau khi dai 1é dang co két thiic, ta sé dwa nguwoi dén Khanh quoc
tham Canh Dai phy, nguoi thay thé nao?”

“Khoéng...”

“Nguoi cho rang ta khong da nang lwc v? Vi thé nén nguoi mdi lo
lang nhu thé khi trao B§i quoc cho ta.”

Thai Ky lac dau, tuy nhién, diéu nay khong han khéng ding. Cau cam
thdy trach nhiém cta minh 1a phdi & bén canh Kiéu Téng. Khong phai Thai
Ky khong tin twéng Kiéu Tong ma cau lo lang anh c6 thé v6 tinh pham phai
sai lam.

Du gi, Thién Khai cling da khong xuat hién.

Nhin da tré véi gwong mat khé s@ trong vong tay minh, Kiéu Téng
khé nhiu may. Chuyén gi khién Théi Ky lo lang dén thé? Khong don gian
chi 1a n6i nhé cac tién nit hay viéc bong dwng phai ganh vac mot trach
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nhiém nang né thé nay khién n6 lo lang? Hay la... Kiéu Tong ngh lai, twr
lan dau gap mat & Bong Son, Thai Ky da rat dé phong anh, va gio, n6 cang
luc cang do dv hon.

Kiéu Tong dat Thai Ky xuéng. “T6om lai, ngwoi c nghi ngoi di, khong
can phai ctt theo ta dén t6i thé nay.”

“Than khong sao.”

“Khong sao u? Nguwoi nhin sdc mdt minh xem?”

“Khéng... Than...”

Kiéu Tong dat tay 1én dau Thai Ky. “D6 la 1énh ctia ta, hom nay,
nguoi cé thé vé cung nghi ngoi dwoc roi. T gio trd di, ta cho phép nguoi
thodi mai sau bita trua.”

“Bé ha...”

“Ta da hita rang moi khi can quyét dinh viéc gi thi sé ban bac vdi
nguoi trede. Vi thé nén hay nghi ngoi mot chit di, dwoc khong?”

Thai Ky cti dau va néi: “Vang.”

12.3 Bén canh phu ta cho quéc viong, cong viéc caa Té phu 1a 1lam
chau hau cta Thuy chau, noi toa lac thi d6 Hong Co. Tuy song & Nhan
Trong dién, nhung cdu van phai dam nhiém chitc vu Thuy chau hau.
Thuwong thi sau budi chau sang, Té phu sé dung thoi gian ranh budi chiéu
dé giai quyét cong viéc ctia minh. Nhwng trén thye té, ky 1an phung sw truee
tiép qudc virong nén Thuy chau cling do qudc virong cai quan.

Twr sau khi ti€p nhan Thién Sac, Thai Ky chi vira hoc dwgc mot chit
Ve viéc tri quoc nén chi hiéu chit it viéc chinh sw. Vi vay, trén thuc té, Thai
Ky chi lang nghe cac quan vién bao cdo va hoi nhung cau hoéi cau khong
hiéu. Phan 16n thoi gian cta cdu danh dé hoc tap. Moi khi ranh réi, Kiéu
Tong thwong dén tham Nhan Trong dién, d6i khi anh day cau mot diéu gi
d6 hodc chi don gidn quan sat Thai Ky hoc tap. Sau do, anh nhanh chéng
tré vé hau dién va tiép tuc céng viéc cua minh, ngan khong cho Thai Ky di
theo. Vi thé nén budi chiéu, cau cling khong cé viéc gi lam.

Khi vira hoi cung, c6 tdm thi nit dwgc phan cong cham s6c Thai Ky,
nhung sau dot cat gidam nhan sy thi chi con hai ngwdi. So véi cac tién nit
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trwdc day, hién gio, bén canh cau chi con lai hai cung nit. Kieu Tong da dac
biét sap xép moi viéc dua trén théi quen cta Thai Ky khi con & Bong Son.
DPén bita toi, anh cting khong quén dén an cung Thai Ky, thé hién viéc minh
van rat quan tam dén cau. Thai Ky luon ghi nhé nhitng gi Kiéu Tong lam
cho minh. Mat khac, cau lai cam thay kho sé, Kiéu Tong cang tot vdi cau
bao nhiéu thi Thai Ky cang cdm thdy nhw bi dén vao dwong cung by
nhiéu.

Mot budi chiéu, khi dang lang 1& thd dai thi Kiéu Tong bat chgt triéu
Thai Ky dén hau dién. Thai Ky voi chay vao trong, chi con vai ngay nita la
dén dai 1é dang co.

“Pai phu c6 khach nay.”

Kiéu Tong ditng & ctta phong khach. Rat it khi nao anh goi Thai Ky la
‘Dai phu’ gitta ba quan, khi anh quay ngudi di vao, Thai Ky thay trén moi
Kiéu Tong nd mot nu cwdi kho hiéu.

“Khach...?”

Khéch nhu thé nao? Thai Ky nhin quanh va cdm thay mdt luong linh
khi truyén dén. Luong kim quang mong manh & phia bén kia canh cira 4y,
tim Thai Ky dap manh, chang lé do la... Cau voi chay vao phong, nguoi
ding bén trong khién cau md to mat ngac nhién.

“Canh Pai phu...!”

Canh Ky khé mim cwdi va gat dau véi Thai Ky. “Ta rat vui mirng khi
thay dé thuan lgi xuéng ndi va tré vé vieong quoc cia minh.”

Thai Ky dung lai, cau khéng dam nhin thang vao mat Canh Ky.
“Cam... Cam on anh.”

Céanh Ky ngac nhién nhin da tré dang quay mat di, c6 cai gi do da
thay do6i né. Theo 1é thudng, mot quéc viong rat it khi lién lac véi nhitng
quoc gia khac tride khi tién hanh 1€ dang co, ngoai ra, nhitng chuyén di st
cling dwgc han ché trwdc khi dai 1€ dién ra. Bén canh d6, Canh Ky chi c6
giao tinh véi Dien Vuong va Dién Ky, nhitng nguoi da giup anh tim ra nit
vrong cia minh. Kiéu Téng la von mot trong than dwdi triéu dai cia Thai
Vuong doi trede, anh hiéu ré nhitng tap tuc nay nhung van phéa 1€ mai
Canh Ky dén. Cudi cung, Canh Ky ciing hiéu ra nguyén nhan.
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“Ta da hita rang sé la nguwoi dau tién dén tham dé, ta da gitt 16i, phai
khong? Dé c6 khoe khong?”

“Vang a.”

Guong mat cta Thai Ky trong rat nghiém trong, ngay ca khi ngan dau
1én thi trong anh mat cau ciing khong c6 mot tia vui mirng nao.

“Xem ra c6 gi khong o6n... C6 thé cho ta biét diéu gi khién dé lo lang
dén thé khong?”

“Khoéng...”

Kiéu Tong nhiu may nhin Canh Ky va Thai Ky ro6i bat chot 1én tiéng:
“Ta thay hai vi cling can n6i chuyén riéng. Xin cdo lui trwdc.”

Canh Ky gat dau hanh 1é, Thai Ky ciing chi biét lam theo va ctii chao
Kiéu Tong. Sau do, anh sé trd vé vGi nudi cong viéc chinh sy cia minh. Thai
Ky biét cho du minh c6 dé nghi thi Kiéu Tong ciling khong cho cau di cung,
hon nita, hom nay, Théi Ky ciing cé khach. Kiéu Téng gat dau nhe r6i 1ap
tic roi di.

Sau khi nhin Kiéu Tong di khuat, Canh Ky quay vé phia Thai Ky va
noi: “Chung ta ra veon di dao nhé?”

“Vang... Nhung em van chua quen duong noi nay.”

“Chang 1& dé ban ron dén noi khong co thoi gian di xem xung quanh
sao?”

Théi Ky dirng lai va m& ctta ra vion, cau khong biét phai tra 10i Canh
Ky ra sao.

12.4 “Gi6 DGi quéc lanh that.”

O khu vuon bén trong hau dién 1a mot hd nwéc 16n, Canh Ky ngdi
xuong canh bd hé. “Chung ta ng6i day nhé.”

Sau d6, anh quay lai nhin Thai Ky dang run 1én. Gan dé la m&t mai
dinh dep dén noi bat ct ai di ngang qua cling déu phai tram tr6, n6 dwoc
xay dung bai Thai Vuong doi trwde. Ca san nha lan cot déu dwge lam bang
pha 1€, gan h6é nwdc la mot ba mai dinh nita dwgce dy dinh xay theo cung
mot kiéu nhung bang pha 1é vang, dé va tim. Khi bon mai dinh nay dang
duwgc xdy thi tién vieong qua doi nén viéc xay dung bi dirng lai cho dén gio.
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“Pdi quoc san xuat ra ngoc... Chang trach vi nhitng thi nay ma xdy ra
noi loan.” Canh Ky cham vao mot cay cot pha le.

Khi hdu & Béi quoc vo cung khac nghiét nén khong thé trong trot. Tuy
nhién, dat nwdc nay lai dugc ban cho vo s6 sudi ngoc, vi thé nén cudc song
ctia nguwdi dan ¢ day cling rat sung tic. Su6i ngoc san sinh ra ngoc, chi can
dat mot vién ngoc xudng sudi nhw hat giong, né sé 16n thanh mét vién ngoc
to. O Bdi quéc cling c6 rat nhiéu sudi vang sudi bac.

“Cay cot 16n thé nay, chac phai ton it nhat ba mwoi nam dé dyng nén.”

Canh Ky nghe no6i quoc kho cta BGi quoc da trong rong. Dudi sy cai
tri cia mot quan veong nhu thé ma quoc gia nay van ditng vitng dugc sudt
hon mot tram nam. Théai Vuong doi tredc da mai dam chim trong hoang lac
ma quén di chinh suy. Ong ta c0 mot nhom nhitng thudc ha va thi ni yeu
thich nhung lai khong ban cho ho bat ct twdc vi gi cling nhu khong cho
phép ho can du vao cong viéc triéu chinh.

“Khong ng6i xudng sao?” Canh Ky nhin Thai Ky van lang 1é ditng
mot bén.

“Khong...”

“Thai Dai phu, c6 chuyén gi khién dé phién nao dén thé?”

“Khong c6 gi.” Gwong mat cua Thai Ky con tram trong hon.

Canh Ky biét diva tré nay da khong noi sy that. “Ta nghe Thai Vuong
noi dé da hang phuc dwgc mot st 1énh.”

“Vang.”

“Va dé ciing da c6 thé bién hinh.”

“Vang...”

“That dang tiéc.”

Thai Ky kinh ngac nhin Canh Ky. Nu cu0i trén guong mdt anh nhu co
chut cay dang.

“Ta dén tham dé nhw ching ta da wdc hen, vay ma dé khong hé vui
mung.”

Thai Ky cti dau sau hon.

“Qua that dang ti€c.”
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Giong néi tram tinh cta anh nhw cta vao tim Thai Ky. Cudi cung, cau
cling gap dwgc ngwoi minh muén gap, nhung tai sao cau lai khong thé vui
murng. Tat ca chi la sy thong kho, cho du chi mot thi nit thi cdu cling cam
thdy t0i 16i dén d6 khong thé nhin thang vao mat c6 ta. Chirng nao Thai Ky
mai c6 thé yén tdm ma ngu, chirng nao t6i 16i nay mai thoéi hanh ha cau,
chitng nao cau méi cé thé tro chuyén cung nguwdi khac mot cach binh
thuong?

D6 chinh la sv tritng phat. Minh phdi bi hanh ha cho dén khi toi 16i
nay dugc phoi bay.

Théai Ky biét minh khong duwgc quyén khoc, nhung nhitng giot nuwée
mat cif trao ra.

“Thai Ky...” Canh Ky dua tay 1én xoa dau Thai Ky, Thai Ky vo6 y té
vao long Canh Ky.

“Cé6 chuyén gi vay?” Canh Ky tuy rat lo lang nhu giong anh van tram
tinh nhu cd.

“Pai phu... Anh cé bao gi¢ h6i han vi dugc sinh ra la mét ky lan
chua?”

“Chua.”

Thai Ky nhin lén. “Nhung em nghe no6i quan hé gitta Canh Dai phu va
Canh Nit viwong cling khong tot lam.”

“Dé nghe ai ndi thé?”

“Cac tién ni...”

Canh Ky thé dai. Canh Nt vuong da hoan toan t bo quoc sy, dat
nwdc dang doi dién véi nguy co ndi loan. Cac chau hau hoan toan xem
thuwong N veong trong khi cac quan lai thi ty tung ty tac.

“Ta da thé nguyén sé trao toan by ban than minh cho N vuong, ta
khong thé bé roi Nguwoi. Cho du la con dwong nao, chi can Nguwdi ra 1énh,
ta sé mai mai ¢ bén canh Nguoi.”

Chi la & bén canh Nir vitong qua that rat mét moi.

Thai Ky nhin Canh Ky khéng chép mat, mot hoi lau thi lai cdi dau.
“Phai chi em c6 thé dwoc kién dinh nhw anh?”

“Thai Ky, dé hoi han u?”
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Nghe thanh 4m tram tram nay ctia Canh Ky, Thai Ky nhw c6 chiat mé
hodc. “Vang...”

Canh Ky ngdy nguoi ra, khong néi mot 10i nao, giwong mat anh van
khong c6 chit cam xtc gi. Pén lic nay, Thai Ky da khong gidu dugc nita.

“Em da pham phéi mot toi rat nang.” Chu ky lan nhé tram mac, guong
mat cdu tran day thong kho. “Bé ha... Em da khong nhan dwgc Thién
Khai...”

Canh Ky ngac nhién dén noi khong néi nén 1oi, 10i tha nhan cta Thai
Ky khién anh khong ngo dén.

“Khong c6... Thién Khai?”

Thai Ky gat dau. “Khong hé c6 dau hiéu gi cta Thién Khai, ngay ca
vuong khi cling khong. Em tham chi con da tirng tr choi Bé ha.”

“Tal sao...?”

“Chi 1a khi ay... Em that sy khong mudn roi Bé ha.” Roi dira tré ay
ngan dau lén nhin Canh Ky. “Em phai lam sao day?” N6 niu lay dau goi
Canh Ky va run l1én ban bat. “Phai lam sao md&i c6 thé sira chita dugc 16i
lam nay day? Phai lam sao m@i c6 thé dén toi dugc day?”

“Thai Ky...”

“Tat ca chi la doi trd. Chuyén gi sé xay dén? Ddi quoc sé bi diét vong?
Bé ha sé bi trieng phat? Khi moi ngwoi phat hién ra chuyén nay, troi cao va
dan ching sé lam gi?” Nuwéc mat Thai Ky khong ngirng roi.

Canh Ky dinh néi gi d6 nhung lai quyét dinh thoi. Anh vo nhe 1én ban
tay nho dang dat trén go6i minh r6i ditng day. Thai Ky van ngoi trén san,
nhin 1én Canh Ky, anh gat dau va néi: “Ta cling khong biét néi gi hon...
Nhung hom nay, ta danh phai trr gia dé ¢ day.”

Théi Ky 6m lay dau gbi minh va ng6i vao mot géc, nhin mai t6c vang
ruc ro khudt dan.

Canh Ky that vong vé cau u? Liéu toi 16i nay c6 bi phat giac? Kiéu
Tong sé doi mat véi sw phan boi nay ra sao?

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong XIII

13.1 Khi Canh Ky quay lai thi da la hai ngay sau. C6 vé anh khong
hé noi gi véi Thai Vuong vé 16i thu t6i cia Thai Ky, thai do cua Kiéu Tong
vao moi bita t6i déu khong hé thay doi. Thai Ky chi biét thd phao nhe
nhom, nhung van khong hé cam thay dé chiu hon.

Vao bubi tra hom ay, khi Thai Ky van dang lo lang nhw moi ngay thi
mot si? gid tiv hau dién dén don Thai Ky va yéu cau cau phai thay 1é phuc
va dén phong khach ngay. Thai Ky voi vang chay dén hau dién va nhéan ra
Kieu Tong va Canh Ky dang cho minh bén trong phong khach cung hai
ngwoi la mat. Nguwoi ngoi chinh gitta trong cé vé nhu cung tudi voi Kiéu
Tong va la mot vi khach v6 cung quan trong. Bing ké bén anh ta mot thiéu
nién 1én tudi hon Thai Ky mot chit. Cling nhu Canh Ky, thiéu nién dy cling
c6 mai toc vang nhung téa kim quang nhat hon Canh Ky, hodc ciing c6 thé
chi moi Thai Ky cam thay thé. Canh Ky ciing téa ra mot luéng sang tuwong
tw, cé 18 anh sang ay la linh khi ctia ky lan, vi thé nén Thai Ky nghi rang
thiéu nién dy cling la mot ky lan.

Gio day, Thai Ky da c6 thé cam nhan dwgc linh khi cta ky 1an.

Sau khi thi 1é & ctta, Thai Ky nhin vé phia Kiéu Tong, xung quanh anh
khong hé phat ra cam gidc gi goi la viwong khi. Cau di vao trong va quy
xuong, chd dgi ménh 1énh duwgc ban ra.

Canh Ky ra hiéu cho Théai Ky dén gan va néi: “Hai vi nay chinh la
Dien Vuong va Dién Pai phu.”

Théai Ky mé to mat.

Dién Vuong...

Vi thé nén Kiéu Tong phai ng6i & vi tri thap hon. Thai Ky quy xudng
va khé cti dau. Theo nghi 1€, khi dién kién quoc vueong thi phai cti ngudi
that sau, hai tay dat xuéng dat ¢ phia trwéc va tran cham dat. Tuy nhién, doi
vdi ky 1an thi chi can quy xu6ng va cui dau la du.
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“Lan dau ra mat...” Thai Ky biét r6 phai hanh 1é nhw thé nao, tuy
nhién, cau lai khong biét phai néi gi nén danh chao hoi xa giao.

Kiéu Tong nhe nhang gido huan Thai Ky: “Cao Ly, nguoi phai dap
dau hanh 1é.”

“Ha?” Thai Ky kinh ngac nhin Kiéu Tong.

“Thoi gian tri vi ctia Dién Vwong chi sau moéi Tong Vwong. Ching ta
khong thé danh dong ngai vdi cac qudc veong khac.”

“Nhung...”

Thai Ky boi r6i nhin hai ky 1an con lai, nhung ca Canh Ky lan Dién
Ky déu khong phan doi nhitng 10i nay ctia Kiéu Tong.

“Xin 16i...”

Thai Ky dat tay xudng dat va cii dau mot lan nita, nhung cho du c6
gang cui sau dén dau thi than thé cau c vo6 thitc dirng lai gitta chirng.

“Sao thé?” Dién Vwong dang ngo6i phia truwéc lién hai.

“Khong c6 gi.” Thai Ky tra 10i.

Cau lai c6 gang cui dau mot lan nita nhung van vo thive dirng lai.

Khoéng thé duoc.

“Vay sao? Chang 1€& ky lan ctia BGi qudc cé gi bat man v6i Nhan
quoc?”

“Khong.” Thai Ky nhin vé phia Kiéu Téng mot cach cau cttu nhung
anh da nghiém mat lai.

“Thai Ky, nguoi lam gi thé?” Giong Kiéu Tong danh lai.

Thai Ky lai c6 mot lan nita nhung van khung lai khi cdi ngwoi xuong.
Cho du c6 gang dén dau thi cau van khong thé cdi sau hon, tran van cach
mat dat mot khoang cach 16n. Ngoai viéc tran khong thé cuti sat dat ra, ca
tay cau cling khong thé ctt dong.

“0, xem ra nguoi qua that bat man vdi ta.” Giong Dién Vuong lanh
lung.

Thai Ky bdi roi nhin vé phia Dién Vwong va néi: “Khong phai...”

bung ben canh Dien Vuwong, Dien Ky noi mot cach lanh dam: “Ngay
ca 1é nghi co ban ma ciling khong r6. Néu khong phai Canh Dai phu c6 16i
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moi thi Dién Vwong ciing chang c6 ly do gi dé dén Ddi quoc nay. Sao
nguoi co6 thé vo 1é dén thé?”

Dién Vuong nd mot nu cudi ché giéu va noéi: “Pay la lan dau tién cé
mot ky 1an ddam xem thuwong ta. Co 1€ Ddi quoc qua that cam ghét Nhan
quoc. Thai Vwong ra 1énh cho nguwoi lam thé w? Thai Vuwong bao nguoi
khong dwgce hanh 1€ véi ta sao?”

“Khong phai...”

Nhung xung quanh Thai Ky chi la nhitng gwong mat nghiém khac,
khong ai to vé cé y gitp do cau.

“Néu khong phai vay thi tai sao ngwoi lai khong thé hanh 1€ vdi ta cho
ra hon? Nhu thé la xic pham Nhan quéc!”

“Thai Ky!” Kiéu Tong lén tiéng khién trach.

Thai Ky vo6i thit dap dau hanh 1€ mot 1an nita, nhing cau van khong
thé cti sdu hon, khoang cach gitta tran va mat dat van khong thu lai. Cau
khong hiéu vi sao co thé nay lai khong nghe 16i minh, mo6 hoi bat dau tda
ra, moi chuyén trd nén kho khan hon, cad hoi thd cling bat dau nghen di.
Dién Vwong dirng day, Thai Ky thdy Dién Vuong dang di vé phia minh.

“Sao thé? Nguoi nhat quyét khong coi ta ra gi a?” Khi am thanh uy
nghiém nay phat ra, thi mai toc Thai Ky cling bi tim lai, Diéen Vwong da
manh tay day Thai Ky xuéng. “Chi moéi dap dau hanh 1é ma ciing khé khan
dén thé u?”

Thai Ky khong biét gidi thich ra sao, c6 mét lyc ti bén trong dang
ngan khong cho cau cii dau. Ro rang cau hiéu minh khong thé chéong lai
Dién Vwong, nhung co thé cau da khong con nghe theo ménh 1énh cta chu
nhan.

“Co chap...” Dién Vwong day Thai Ky xuéng manh hon.

Bat chot, moi thit dot nhién dirng lai.

“P roi!”

Nghe thady tiéng nghién rang, Thai Ky cam thdy sitc manh tir ban tay
trén dau minh da bién mat. Khi nhin Ién thi Dién Ky da day tay Dién
Vuong ra.
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“Cai tén nay, sao nguoi lai c6 thé doi x¥ vGi mot diva tré nhw thé? Thai
Ky, dée c6 sao khong?”

Thai Ky lay lai nhip thd va nhin Dién Ky mot cach boi roi.

“Sac mat dé té qua... Nao, dirng 1én duwgc khong? Hay ngoi nghi mot
chuat nhé?”

Dién Ky khong ngan ngai dung tay ao lau nhitng giot mo hoi trén mat
Thai Ky trong khi Canh Ky gitip Thai Ky ding day.

“D& hon chwra? Ngoi xuong roi hay néi...”

Luc nay, Dien Vuong sttng nguoi lai va nhin canh twgng nay mot cach
thich thu. “Sitc manh tinh than that khién ngudi ta cdm dong a nha...”

“D6 ngoc! Nguoi da lam qua r6i! Bai hoai!”

Thai Ky ngo ngac nhin ca ba nguoi.

“Ta da s6m biét ngai von la ngwoi 10 mang, nhung khong ngo ngai ¢
thé 16 mang dén dén thé.”

“Chinh ngwoi da dé nghi viéc nay ma...”

“Nhung ta khong nho ngai lam dén mitc nay.”

“Chuyeén gi cling phai co gidi han cta no.”

Ca Canh Ky va Dién Ky déu khong ngirng trach mang Dién Vuong,
trong anh co6 vé co chut kho xtr.

“Vay...” Dién Vuong mim cuwdi v6i Thai Ky va noi: “Pa hiéu chwa?”

Thai Ky khong biét phai hiéu gi.

“Ky lan tuyét doi sé khong thé nguyén mét giao wéc gia.”

Dién Ky danh manh vao dau Dién Vwong, sac mat anh lién mém ra.
“Ping ndi rang nguwoi khong hiéu chuyén tr phia quoc vuong do.”

13.2 Nhitng con gi6 van théi trén san thwong, Thai Ky ngbi trén mot
chiéc ghé, Canh Ky quy xuéng ngang tam mat cau.

“Xin 16i vi da giai thich moi chuyén khong ro rang.” Canh Ky diu
dang cam lay tay Thai Ky. “Khi dé hoi ta Thién Khai la gi, 1€ ra ta phai no6i
10 hon. Khong ngo lai khién dé kho s& dén thé nay. Xin hdy bé qua cho ta.”

“Canh bai phu... Em...”
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“Thien Khai khong phdi la tht hitu hinh.” Canh Ky mim cuoi. “Nén
cling khong thé dién ta bang 16i. Thai Ky, khong c6 gi xay ra ca.”

Thai Ky nhin thang vao mat Canh Ky. “Khong cé gi...?”

Canh Ky gat dau. “Pung vay. Qudc viong c6 veong khi, tuy nhién dé
cling khong phai la thi¢ c6 thé thay bang mat.”

“Khong phai la anh sang u?”

Twr khi Canh Ky bao rang linh khi cta ky lan téa kim quang, Thai Ky
da cho rang vueong khi ciing thé.

“Vwong khi c6 thé la mot luéng sang, nhung ciing cé thé 1a bong t6i.
Vwong khi nhv mot nguy co nhung ciing cé thé khién dé cam thay yén
binh.”

“Vay, vuong khi khong c6 hinh dang?”

“Pung, rat kho dién dat bang 16i.”

“Nhung... Canh Dai phy, chang phéi anh da néi minh lan theo virong
khi dé tim ra Canh N vieong sao?”

“U. Néu quéc virong & mot noi xa x0i, dé c6 thé cam thay viong khi
cia Nguwoi rat ré rét, qua do, biét dugc quan vwong ctia minh dang &
phuong nao.”

“Phuwong nao...” Thai Ky nghi lai. Truedc khi nhitng nguwdi 1én nii dén
Phu D6 cung, Thai Ky van thuwong cam thay lo lang, nhw c6 mot noi sg hai
dang uy hiép cau.

“Khi gdp quoc veong, dé sé hiéu ré cam gidc dy dén tir dau. Co thé néi
la giong nhw cam nhan dwgc mot niva linh hon cia minh.”

“Va do chinh la veeong khi...?”

“U. Vuong khi 1d mot cam gidc rat rd rang. N6 khién quéc vuong
khac han nhitng ngwoi khac, do 1a thiv dé khong thé thiy cling nhw dién dat
bang 16i.”

Théai Ky nam tay lai, Canh Ky nhe nhang xoa tay cau. “Thién Khai
cling thé, khong cé gi dac biét xay ra cd. No6i don gian, n6é giong nhw tryc
giac. Khi gap chu nhan ctia minh, dé sé c6 cam giac do chinh la ngudi minh
can. Hiéu chwa, Thai Ky?”

“Tryc giac...”
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Canh Ky gat dau. “Noi that vdi dé, 1an dau tién gap Canh Nt vuong,
ta biét d6 chinh la Nguwoi. Nhung dong thoi, trong long ta cling 16 Nguoi
khong thich hgp lam vua. Ta hiéu rang dé Ngudi trd thanh mot minh quan
thi phdi hy rat nhiéu tht, Nguwoi khong du tw chat dé tr¢ thanh mot qudc
vuong.”

“That u?”

“Biét Nguwoi khong da tuw chat, nhing ta van phai dwa Nguwoi 1én ngoi,
bdi vi ta khong thé chong lai Thién Khdi. Du c6 cam ghét quoc virong dén
thé nao thi ky lan ciing khong thé tir choi chti nhan ctia minh, béi vi trdi cao
da dinh doat nhu thé.”

Mot doi tay dat 1én vai Thai Ky, cau nhin Ién va thdy Kiéu Tong dang
mim cwdi. Anh da biét moi chuyén. “Viéc ky lan lya chon quoc vuong
chinh la Thién Khai day, Théi Ky.”

13.3 “Em...” Thai Ky cudi cung ciling g& bé dwgc ganh nang trong
long. “Lan dau tién gap Bé ha, em da rat sg...”

«(y.»

“Trudc khi Bé ha lén nui, em ludn c6 cam giac... nhw c6 mot thir gi
rat dang sg dang dén tr phia Lénh Khon mon.”

Nhung gio day, d6 khong con la mot ndi s¢ hai ma la anh sang, niém
hy vong ma Thai Ky khéng thé danh mat.

“Em biét ro Bé ha nhét dinh khong dang sg, nhung trong long minh,
em van s¢ Nguoi. Em cling biét Bé ha la nguoi tot, Nguwoi rat vi dai, nhing
em van so.”

“Vay sao?”

“Tuy rat sg Nguwoi, nhung moi khi nghi dén viéc dugc gap Ngudi, em
rat vui. Khi nghe tin Ngudi sap phdi r6i Bong Son, em da cam thay vo cung
khung khiép.”

Canh Ky gat dau. “Vay la dugc r6i. Khéng c6 ky lan nao khong hanh
phuic khi @ bén canh chia nhan ctia minh, cing nhw khong c6 ky lan nao
khong cam thay buon khi phai xa Ngwoi. Quoc vieong va ky 1an la khong
thé tach roi.”
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“Vang...”

“Ky lan chi 1a cong cu dé truyén dat Thién Y. N6i cach khac, dé
khong c6 quyét dinh riéng cta minh, tat ca nhitng gi ching ta lam déu la
theo y troi.”

Thai Ky gat dau, Canh Ky xoa dau cau, ban tay anh vo6 cung am ap.
Cudi cung, Thai Ky cling da c6 thé khién Canh Ky vui long.

“Thai Ky, dé da noi rang Thai Vuong rat dang sg, ta co thé hiéu duoc
noi sg hai cua dé.”

“La sao a?”

“Po khong phai s¢ hai, ma la kinh sg.”

“Co lé vay...”

“Thai Ky, de gap dugc van ménh cua minh nén mgi run sg nhu vay.”

Théai Ky ngap ngung nhin Kiéu Tong, trong doi mat cua anh, c6 1é
Canh Ky da dang.

“Thai Ky khong thé néi doi. Ky lan la sinh vat chi c6 thé quy trudc
quoc vuong ctia minh. Vi thé nén dé da chon dung.”

“Vang...”

Canh Ky nhin vao doi mat den tham cda chu ky lan nho. “Gia ma ta
giai thich cho dé rd rang hon, khong ngd lai khién dé kho sé thé nay. Lé ra
ta da phai & Bong Son lau hon... Ta xin 16i.”

“Khong! La 16i cia em vi da khong hoi ky cang.”

Canh Ky biét Thai Ky sé n6i nhitng 16i nay nén bat cuoi. “Tw day long
minh, ta xin chuc mung de.”

“Cam on anh.”

Cudi cung, nu cwdi da nd trén moi Théi Ky.

Canh Ky nhin vé phia Kiéu Tong dang ditng bén canh Thai Ky. Khi
nghe Canh Ky ké lai 10i thu t6i ctia Thai Ky, anh khong hé cam thay dau
buon cling nhv that vong, anh ciing khong hé trach c¢ Thai Ky. Kiéu Téng
chi nghiém nghi nhin Canh Ky va hai liéu anh c6 that sy la vua hay khong.

“Ta cling xin chuc mwng Thai Vueong.”

“Cam on ngai.” Kiéu Tong cuoi.
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Diéen Vwong cling chuc mung Kiéu Tong: “Chuc mung Thai Vuong
lén ngoi.”

“Rat cam on.”

“Luc nao thi chung ta c6 thé tai dau?”

“Ngai van con nhé sao?”

“Lam sao ta quén dugc chir. Khi bi ngai danh bai mot tran, ta da cam
thdy ngai rat xuat sac, khong ngd sau nay ngai lai tré thanh vua mét nwéc.”

Kiéu Tong mim cuwdi. “Hy vong lai c6 thé dugc tho gido Dién Vwong
mot lan nira.”

“Pung la doi tha tot kho tim. Ngai dinh bao gio thi tai dau?”

“Thai Vwong.” Dién Ky xen vao, cau dang ngoi trén thanh ban cong,
ngam nhin canh vat bén ngoai. “Cai thit ky quai bén kia la gi thé?” Dién Ky
chi vé phia m6t mai dinh bén san thwgng phia doi dién.

Dién Vuwong nghiém mat. “Nay, an noi kiéu gi thé. Xin tht 16i cho thai
do cua tén nay.”

Kiéu Téng bat cuwoi, té6 vé khong dé y dén viéc nay. Anh nhin thiéu
nién tredc mat minh va noéi: “Do6 la thit do tién vieong dé lai. Ta dang dinh
ra n6é ra dé mua lwong thyc. Dién Vwong, xin hoi quy quoc c6 con thira
lwong thyc khong?”

“Thai Vuwong qua that may man.” Dién Ky cuoi. “Gan day dwoc mua
nén chung ta dang lo lwong thye bi mat gia.”

Théai Ky mim cwdi lang nghe cudc tro chuyén ay, Canh Ky nam ldy tay
cau va noi. “Dé c6 mudn dan ta di tham quan mot vong khong? Lan trudc
chung ta da bo 10 gitta chung.”

“Pugc chit. Chi la em van chuwa ranh dwong noi nay.”

Thiéu nién dang ngoi trén ban céng lién nhdy xudng. “Vay thi di tham
hiém mot chuyén nao.”

Thai Ky nhin Kiéu Téng. “Than di dugc khong?”

“Pi di, nhung phai vé kip bita t6i day. Cho du don gian thoi, nhung t6i
nay chuing ta cling phadi thiét dai nhitng vi khach quy nay.”

“Vang.”
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Canh Ky dwa tay vé phia Thai Ky, cau ngan ngai mot lic roéi nam lay
tay anh. “Cé muén gap lai Ban Ctr va Twéc H6 khong?”

“DPugc u?” Thai Ky nhin Canh Ky.

Canh Ky cuwoi. “Du gi cling cung la ky lan, khong can phai cau né.
Thai Ky, dé cling goi st 1énh cua minh ra cho ta xem di.”

“Vang!”
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Chuong ket

“Sau khi Bé ha ngo6i 1én vuong toa thi Pai phu quy xudng, dap dau
hanh 16.” Xuan Quan tredng lién tuc nhac lai.

Thai Ky gat dau. “Vang.”

Cu6i cung, ngay ctt hanh dai 1é dang co ciling dén. Nghi thitc 1én ngoi
sé dwoc t6 chie tai tha d6 Hong Co, dwdi chan Hong Co son. Truwéc chinh
dién la mot quang trueong 16n tran ngdp nguwoi. Muc dich cta budi 1€ nay la
cong bd véi than dan trong nuwdc va cac nwdc khac 1a quée veong da lén
ngo6i. Khi budi 1é bat dau dién ra, khap noi tran ngap tiéng reo mirng, khong
ai khong vui swéng khi tan vuong lén ngoi.

Ngay hom qua, Thai Ky da roi Bach Khué cung lan dau tién dé xuéng
thanh Hong Co. Cau da gap lai nhitng tuy tung di cung Kiéu Tong lic con
¢ Bong Son, ho tré vé bang duwong bo, va tat nhién la c6 ca Ké D6. Bén
canh do6, Ly Trai cling dén Hong Co dé ho trg lé dang quang theo lénh
Thtra chau hau, dem theo Phi Yén. Ly Trai va Kiéu Tong da dan Thai Ky
dao mot vong quanh Thuy Chau. Cau da rat xau hé khi nhan ra Hong Co
son con cao hon ciu twéng. Thai Ky da di dao khap noi, tan mat ching
kién nhitng sudi ngoc vdi dong nudc ky diéu. Tt dau dén cudi, tat cd moi
thit déu mGi mé va khién Thai v6 cung hung phan.

“Pém qua nguoi co ngu dugc khong?” Kieu Tong hoi.

Cac cung nit dang gitp Thai Ky thay 1é phuc.

“Vang, than mét qua nén vira Ién giwvdong da ngua ngay.”

“Tét lam.”

“Ngu say dén noi quén mat nhitng 10i chiic mirng da hoc thudc trude
dé6...” Thai Ky ndéi li nhi.

Kieu Tong bat cudi. “Du sao thi cling chi minh ta nghe duwgc nhitng 161

“Noi khong chirng ngay ca Bé ha cling khong nghe dugc.”
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Théi Ky nghiéng dau nhin vé phia ctta so, noi tiéng ho reo vang dén,
Kiéu Tong ciing nhin theo va mim cwoi. “That la...”

Théi Ky khong hiéu vi sao minh khéng thé ngoi yén trén ghé, cau ci
nhin vé phia tién sanh khi doc lai nhitng 161 Xuan Quan truédng day. Bat
chot, mot giong ndi vang lén phia sau.

“Nay, nhoc!”

Thai Ky nhanh chong quay lai. “Dién DPai phu!”

Cac cung nit nhanh chéng cii chao nhung Dién Ky lién phat tay ra
hiéu la khéng can.

“Ta dén xem qua mot chut.”

Kiéu Tong guong cwoi va hoi dap: “Cam on ngai. Néu c6 gi khong
phai thi xin bo qua.”

“Cam on Dién Pai phy, Dién Vwong dau roi a?”

“A, hin dang & tiéc danh cho khach quy, chéc 1a say 1dm roi. Pé c6
ho6i hop khong?”

“MOot chut...” Théi Ky trd 10i that long.

Dién Ky khong nhin dwgc cwoi nén lién néi: “Dé that nhat qua! Ma
cling nho xiu ntta.”

Kiéu Tong dé khoc dé cudi. “Cao Ly chi méi mudi tubi.”

Dién Ky nhiu may. “Ta c6 chit thac mac, tén dé rat tha vi.”

Thai Ky dé mat. “Cao Ly, khong c6 bo thdo ¢ dau.”

“A...”

“Pung roi, em nghe n6i Dién Dai phu ciing dugc sinh ra & Bong Lai.
Tén anh la gi?”

“Rokuta. Ta khéng c6 ho, dia vi ctia gia dinh ta khi ay rat thap.”

Thai Ky nghiéng dau. Nghe néi rat lau vé truwdc, dan thuong von
khong c6 hot'l. Chéng 1& ky 1an ctia Nhan quéc da song lau dén thé?

“Anh ra doi khi nao?”

Dién Ky ngan dau nhin vé phia ctra s6. “500 nam tredc.”

“Ha?”

000
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Duéi thu d6, vwong ky bay phdp phédi. B6i v6i nhitng nguwdi dan
thwong da chiu biét bao khé cuc tir ach thong tri ciia Thai Vuong doi trudc,
nghi 1é 1én ngo6i don gian nay khién ho v6 cung hai long. Bén canh vuwong
toa la mot dra tré c6 mai toc den anh bac, do chinh la vi tri cua ky lan, cac
tredng lao giai thich rang Thai Ky la mot hac ky. Tuy khéng ro hac ky thi
c6 gi dac biét, nhung Thai Ky biét ching rat hiém thay. Tat cA moi ngwoi
trén quang treong déu hét sitc ty hao.

Tw trén dai cao, Thai Ky nhin xudng, dan ching déu rat vui mirng.
Tuy hoi sg hdai mét chit nhung cau khong hé cam thady t6i 16i moi khi ho
nhin vé phia cdu. Kiéu Téng bwéc 1én dai, khap noi lai tran ngap tiéng reo
ho. Anh cham rai di dén va ngoi xuéng vwong toa. Thai Ky budc téi va quy
xuong, tran cham vao mui chan Kiéu Téng khong mot chut kho khan, diéu
ma cau khong thé lam dwoc trede Dién Vwong, long vo cung hanh phic khi
thue hién viéc nay. Dan chiing lai ho reo mét lan nita.

Thai Vuong lén ngoi!

O Thaéi cuc quéc, mot tridu dai méi da bat dau.

000

Mua xuan nam Hoa Nguyén thit hai muoi hai, Té phu nhiém that dao
va qua doi M6t thang sau, quoc veong bang ha, thuy hiéu Kiéu Vuong, tri
vi duwgc mot tram hai muwoi b6n nam. Nguwdi duge an tang tai Tang lang &
Thac Phi son.

Thang mdt cung nam, Thai qua két trai & Bong Son. Vai ngay sau,
mot con thyc quét qua Ngii Son, cudn di noan qua. Hang tram than tién da
di khap noi tim kiém tung tich ctia Thai qua.

Thang mot nam Hoa Nguyén thit ba mwoi hai, hac ky tré vé Bong
Son. Hoang ky dugc kéo 1én trén khap thé gidi. Mua xudn cung nam, Sa
Kiéu Toéng vao Hoang Hai tir Lénh Khon mon, 1én Bong Son va chdp nhan
giao wdc cia Thai Ky. Ngwoi nhap than tich va dugc tan phong Thai
Vuong.

Kiéu Tong von ho Phéc, tén Tong, dén tir Nha Linh, 1a twéng quan cua
cam vé quan, déng quan & huyén Sa, triec thuéc Thuy chau. Nguwdi da nhan
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lay Thién Ménh va lén ng6i, khéi dau thoi ky Hoang Thuy. Triéu dai cta Sa
Vuong bat dau.
« Theo Déi st Sa thu »

[1] Treéc Minh Tri Duy tdn, hay con goi la cai cach Minh Tri (t* nam
1966 dén nam 1969), dan thwong Nhat Ban, khong phai quy tdc, khong co
ho. Sau khi cudc céi cach dién ra, Nhat Ban chuyén tir thoi ky Hau tudng
quan Tokugawa sang thoi ky Minh Tri, ldc nay, nhitng nguwoi dan binh
thwong mdi bat dau 14y ho cho minh.

HET QUYEN 2
HET
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Chu giai

I. Nhan vat:

San Tw Dién Vuong Diéen Ky
I1. Bong Son va vuong quac:
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Thé gidi ctia muoi hai vieong quoc dwgc phan chia theo ban do dudi
day:
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Bo6n nudc ¢ bon phia chuan (Bong, Tay, Nam, Bac) duwgc goi la cac
dai quoc, bao gom: Khanh dong qudc, Pham tay quoc, Liéu bac quoc va
Tau nam qudc. Cac dai quéc tuy dwgc goi la dai quoc nhung dién tich
khong hé 16n hon cac chau quoc nam giita 1a Nhan, Cung, Tai, Xao.

Céc dao quoc nam trén Hw Hai dugce goi la cac cwe quéc, bao gom:
Dbai cue quoc, Phrong cue quoc, Thuan cye quéc va Lién cye quoc.

Trong phan “Phong Hai, Mé cung Ngan” nay, ba nuéc dugc giGi
thiéu la B6i, Khanh va Nhan, bén canh dé, Tau quoc cling duwgc nhac qua.

Quoc vuong va ky 1an cua mot nwéc khong duwgc goi theo tén nudc déd
ma dugc goi theo tén hiéu cé cach phat am gan giéng, cu thé la:

- Khanh quéc: Canh Vuong, Canh Ky.
- Nhan quéc: Dién Vuong, Dién Ky.

- B6i quoc: Thai Vuwong, Théi Ky.

- Tau qudc: Tong Vuong, Tong Lan.
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Mot nudc bao gom tir 8 dén 9 chau, duwdi chau la quan, roéi dén hwong,
huyén, tran, lang, thon. Cac chau dugc cai quan béi chau hau, t6 chitc cta
mot quoc gia twong doi giong ché do lién bang.

IT1. Chi giai:

An Hap: Ngay cong vao Hoang Hai m& ra, nham dip xuan phan, ha
chi, thu phan, dong chi.

Bach Khué cung: Vwong cung ctia B6i quoc.

Bach Tri: Loai chim bao hiéu quoc veong 1én ngoi va bang ha, con
goi la Nhi Thanh.

Bong Lai: Nhat Ban.

Bong Son: Mot trong Ngii Son, 1a noi nudi dudng ky 1an va qudc
vuong tiép nhan Thién Ménh.

Bong Lv cung: Cung nudi dudng ky lan

Chau: Bon vi hanh chinh cdp cao nhét cia mét vieong quoc dwdi chau
la quan, roi dén hwong, huyén, tran, lang, thon.

Chau hau: Quan cai tri chau.
Con Luan: Trung Quoc.
Pai phu: Tuwéc hiéu cua ky 1an trong triéu dinh, con goi la té phu.

Hoang Hai: Vung dat hoang vu bao gom hoang mac, dam lay va rirng
ram bao quanh Ngii Son.

Hong Co: Thu do cua Nhan quoc.

Huw Hai: Bién béng bao quanh thé giéi 12 veong quoc.

Kim Cuong Son: Ddy nui bao quanh Ngii Son.

Ky lan: Linh tha lwa chon quéc veeong, con duc goi la ky, con gai goi
la 1an.

Ky thu: Yéu thu dugc huan luyén dé cudi.

L0 Thién cung: Mot cung & trong Bong L cung.
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Ngii Son: Hé thong ndi nam & trung tam thé gidi, bao gom nam dinh
chinh: Sung Son, Bong Son, Hoa Son, Hoac Son, Hang Son.

Noan qua: Qua sinh ra con ngudi, muon thu va cay co.

Noi hai: Bon bién bén trong, bao gom: Thanh Hai, Bach Hai, Hac
Hai, Xich Hai.

Nir quai: Nhan yéu nudi dudng ky lan.

S6 ngu: Mot loai ky thu trong giong mot con ho.

St lénh: Nhitng yéu quai la thudc ha cuaa ky lan.

Tay Vwong Mau: Vi than tri vi Hoang Hai va Ngii Son, titc virong
quoc thi 13.

Té phu: Twéc hiéu caa ky 1an trong triéu dinh, con goi l1a dai phu.

Thai qua: Nguoi cta thé gidi 12 vwong quoc nhung dugce sinh ra tw
trong bung me ¢ Nhat Ban.

Thao thiét: Mot loai yéu quai

That dao: Can trong bénh ky lan sé bi nhiém khi quoc virong nuwéc do
lac 16i.

Thién D€: Vi than t6i cao sang 1ap ra thé giGi 12 veong qudc.
Thién ma: Mot loai ky thu trong giéng mot con cho.

Thywce: Mot con bdo 16n dem ngudoi tir thé gidi 12 vuong quoc dén
Bong Lai va ngugc lai.

Xa than moc: Cay sinh ra ky lan.
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