


1. NHAT KY CUA LUKE
CASTELLAN

T'EN TOI LA LUKE.

Thanh that ma noi, t6i khong biét liéu minh cé thé tiép tuc duy tri cuén
nhat ky nay khéng nita. Cudc séng ctia t6i kha dién ro. Nhung toi da hita véi
ong lao do6 sé co hét sirc. Sau nhitng gi da xay ra trong ngay hom nay... tm,
toi mang on ong 4y.

Hai tay t6i dang run ray khi t6i ngoi day thwc hién nhiém vu canh gac. T6i
khong thé viit bd cac hinh anh khting khiép do6 ra khoi dau minh. T6i con vai
tiéng cho dén khi cac c6 gai tinh day. Co 1€ néu viét ra, tdi sé quén dugc cau
chuyén do.

Chac t6i nén bat dau véi chuyén con dé c6 phép thuat.

Trong ba ngay, Thalia va t6i da di theo mdt con dé khap Virginia. T6i
khong ro ly do vi sao. Véi t0i, con dé d6 trong chang cé gi dac biét, nhung
Thalia v6 cung kich dong, tredc day toi chwa bao gid nhin thdy c6 dy nhw
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thé. Co ay thuyét phuc to6i rang con dé la kiéu dau hiéu nao do tir cha co ay,
than Zeus.

U, thé ddy, cha c6 dy 1a mot vi than Hy Lap. Cha tdi cfing vay. Chiing t6i
1a cac 4 than. Néu ban nghi diéu d6 nghe that banh thi hdy nghi lai di nhé. A
than la cac nam cham thu hit quai vat. Tat ca nhitng con yéu quai gém ghiéc
cta Hy Lap c6 xwa nhw Ba Nit than Bao Thu, cac yéu quai minh nguwdi canh
chim ciing nhw cac gorgon van con ton tai va ching nhén ra cac anh hung
nhw ching t6i tiv cach xa hang dam. Vi diéu nay nén Thalia va t6i, vi sy
song con cua chinh minh, da danh hét thoi gian dé ma chay tron. Cha me c6
nang lyc siéu nhién cua chung toi tham chi con khong them noi chuyén véi
ching t6i chit dirng noéi gi dén chuyén gitup do. Tai sao u? Néu giai thich, at
toi sé phai viét day cuén nhat ky nay mat, vay nén toi sé ké ti€p vé con dé
day.

Dau sao thi con dé d6 han la da xuat hién mot cach ngau nhién, luon &
phia xa xa. M6i mét khi chiing t6i c6 du6i bat, con dé sé bién mat va tai xuat
hién & noi xa hon, nhw thé n6 dang dan ching t6i dén mot noi nao do.

Neéu la t6i, nhat dinh t6i sé mac ké né cho roi. Thalia sé khong giai thich
1y do c6 ay nghi viéc dudi theo con dé la chuyén quan trong, nhung co dy va
toi da cung nhau phiéu lwu dua lau dé t6i c6 thé tin vao sy phan doan ctia co
ay. Vi thé chuing t6i di theo con dé dé.

Mot sém no, ching t6i dudi sau né dén Richmond. Chiing t6i 1é buwdc qua
cdy cau hep bac ngang mét con song nwéc mau xanh luc chdy 16 do, bang
qua cac cong vién cay cdi ram rap va cac nghia trang Noi Chién. Khi dén
gan trung tam thanh pho hon, ching t6i len 16i qua cac khu dan cw im lim
v6i nhitng ngdi nha & lién k&) c6 mai ngéi dé ndm san sat, nhitng maéi hién
c6 cOt trang va cac khu viron nhé xiu xiu.

T6i hinh dung ra canh tat ca cac gia dinh binh thwong dang séng trong
nhitng ng6i nha d&m cung ay. T6i tw héi viéc c6 mot ngdi nha, biét noi dirng
chan an bita an ké tiép ctia minh & dau, va khong phai lo lang vé viéc sap bi
nhitng con quai vat xoi tai moi ngay la nhw thé nao. T6i da bo nha di khi t6i
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chi mai 1én chin — cach day nam nam. Hau nhuv t6i khong nhé céi cam giac
dwgc nga trén mot chi€c giwvdng that s 1a sao nita.

Sau khi di thém mot dam nita, chan t6i nhw rii hét ca ra trong giay. T6i hy
vong ching toi c6 thé tim thdy noi nghi tam, hodc cé 1€ c6 dwoc it thic an.
Thé nhung, chiing t6i lai bat gap con dé no.

Con duong ching t6i dang di kéo dai dén tan mot cong vién hinh tron that
16n. Cac biét thy xay bang gach dé ditng déi dién véi bung binh mot cach
oai vé. Nam & tam vong tron, phia trén bé da cam thach trang cao sau mét, la
bitc twrong mot ngwdi dan 6ng dang cuwdi ngwa bang dong. Con dé do6 dang
gdm co6 canh bé twgng.

“Nap di!” Thalia kéo t6i vao phia sau mot luéng hoa héng.

“Chi la mo6t con dé thoi,” toi noi lan th mot triéu. “Sao...?”

“No6 dac biét lam,” Thalia khang khang. “Mot trong sé cac con vat thiéng
cua cha em. Tén no6 la Amaltheia.”

Trudc day co dy chwa bao gio nhac dén tén con dé. Toi ty héi vi sao giong
cO ay lai cang thang dén theé.

Thalia hiém khi sg thit gi. C6 chi m&i muwoi hai tuoi, nhé hon t6i hai tudi,
nhung néu nhin thdy c6 di trén pho, nhat dinh ban sé nhwong dwong cho. Co
mang doi bot da mau den, van quan jeans den va ao khoac da son cii c6 nut
dao mang dam phong cach rock. Mai toc den dugc cat tia 16m chdm y hét
16ng thu hoang. D6i mat xanh tham nhin xody vao ban nhw thé dang can
nhac cach tot nhat dé danh ban nhtr ti.

Néu c6 thit gi khién c6 so hai, t6i phai nhin nhan thit d6 mot cach nghiém
tuc.

“Vay em tirng nhin thdy con dé do roi sao?” t6i héi.

C6 mién cudng gat dau. “O Los Angeles, vao cii dém em bo nha di.
Amaltheia da dan dwong cho em ra khoi thanh phé. Va sau do, cai dém ma
anh va em gdp nhau ay... n6é dwa em dén gap anh.”
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To6i trd mat nhin Thalia. Theo nhuw t6i biét, cudc gdp go cua ching toi la
mot sy tinh co. That vay, ching to6i da dam sam vao nhau trong mot cai hang
rong phia ngoai Charleston, va tré thanh mot déi v6i muc dich song con.
Thalia chwra bao gio nhac dén con dé.

Thalia khong thich ké vé cudc soéng lic treéc cia c6 & Los Angeles. T6i
ton trong co6 nén khong hoi gi nhiéu. T6i biét me co tirng phai long than
Zeus. Cudi cung than Zeus da bé roi ba ay, nhw cac vi than van thwong lam.
Me c6 titc gian dén mirc mat ca ly tri, ci¥ say xin va lam nhitng viéc dién 1o -
toi khong biét ro chi tiét — cho dén khi Thalia quyét dinh bo nha ra di. Néi
cach khac, qua khit ciia c6 kha la giong cua toi.

Co ay run ray hit that sdu. “Anh Luke nay, moi khi Amaltheia xuat hién la
sé c6 chuyén quan trong sap xay ra... chuyén gi d6 nguy hiém. N6 giong
nhu mot 10i canh bdo tir than Zeus, hodc 1a mot chi dan.”

“Vé céi gi?”

“Em khong biét... nhwng nhin kia.” Thalia chi tay vé phia bén kia duwong.
“Lan nay no6 sé khong bién mat. At hin ching ta sip dén gin noi né dang
dan 16i.”

Thalia n6i ding. Con dé chi dang ditng yén day, cach noi ho nap chwa dén
mot tram mét, nhan nha gam co6 canh bé dai twéng niem.

T6i khong ranh vé gia suc gia cam, nhung tréng Amaltheia diing thuc 1a
ky la khi ching t6i & khoang cach gan hon. Hai sitng trén dau né xoan nhw
stng cttu dwe, nhung bau sita lai cang tron y hét ctia dé cai. Va bo 1ong xam
bom x0m kia nita... co6 phai n6é dang phat sang khong? Nhitng dai anh sang
hinh nhw dang lwgn 10 quanh con dé nhw mot dam may lam tw den né-ong,
khién n6 trong mo mo do do va day vé ma quai.

C6 hai chiéc xe di vong quanh bung binh, nhwng chang ai cht y dén con
dé phong xa ca. Diéu d6 khong lam t6i ngac nhién. C6 vai kiéu nguy trang
ma thuat khién con ngudi khong nhin thay dién mao that sy cta 1 quai vat
va cac vi than. Thalia va t6i khong chac sttc manh d6 dugc goi la gi va hoat
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dong nhu thé nao, nhung né co tac dong kha manh. Nguwdoi pham c6 thé nhin
con dé thanh mét con cho di lac, hodc c6 thé ho chang thay gi ca.

Thalia chup ldy c6 tay t6i. “Di th6i. Ching ta thit néi chuyén véi né di.”

“Pau tién la ching ta tron con dé,” t6i néi. “Gid em muodn di néi chuyén
v0i no sao?”

Thalia 16i t6i ra khoi bui hong va kéo t6i bang qua dwong. Toi khong
khang nghi. Khi Thalia cé y twéng nao dé trong dau, ban chi con cach nhat
tri tudn theo ma thoi. Co6 ay luén lam theo y minh.

Ngoai ra, t6i khong thé dé c6 di mot minh. Thalia da cttu mang toi rat
nhiéu lan. Co 4y la ngwoi ban duy nhat cta t6i. Truedce khi ching toi gap
nhau, t6i mot minh di day di do6 trong nhiéu nam, c6 doc va kho sd. Thinh
thodng t6i c6 két ban v6i ngwdi pham, nhwng hé t6i ké cho ho nghe sy that
vé minh, ho déu khéng hiéu. T6i thi nhan rang minh la con trai cta than
Hermes, sit gia duwa tin bat ti v4i doi giay xang-dan c6 canh. Toi gidi thich
rang quai vat va cac vi than Hy Lap la c6 thuc va van hién hitu khap noi
trong thé gidi hién dai. Sau dé nhitng ngwdi ban tran tuc cda toi sé€ noi,
“Nghe banh nhi! T6i wédc gi minh cling la mot & than!” Nhw thé chuyén t6i
ké 1a mot kiéu tro choi nao do. Toi luén két thic bang viéc bo di.

Nhwng Thalia lai hiéu dwge. Co giong t6i. Gid khi da tim thdy co ay, t6i
quyét dinh sé gan b6 vGi co dy. Néu c6 muon dudi theo mét con dé phat sang
ma thudt, vay thi ching t6i sé lam thé, du t6i c6 linh cdm khong tot vé viéc
nay.

Chting t6i tiép can bitc twgng. Con dé khong chu y gi dén ching t6i. N6
nhai nhai it ¢6 roi hic sttng vao cai bé da cam thach cua dai twéng niém.
Mot tdm bién bang dong dé dong chit: Robert E. Lee. Tuy khong biét nhiéu
lam vé lich s, nhuwng t6i kha chac rang Lee 1a mot vi twéng quan bai tran.
Truc giac mach bao t6i day 1a mot diém xau.

Thalia quy xu6éng canh con dé. “Amaltheia phai khong?”

Con dé quay lai. N6 c6 doi mat mau hd phach u buén va deo mot cai vong
dong quanh c6. Anh sang tring mo md bao 1dy khip co thé né, nhung thit
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that sy gy an twong vai toi la bau vi cia né. Moi mot dau va dwge dan
nhan bang cac tir Hy Lap, giong nhw cac hinh xam. T6i biét doc mot it tir Hy
Lap Co6 - mot kiéu nang lyc thién phu danh cho cac 4 than, t6i doan thé. Cac
dau vu de la: Ruou Thdnh, Sita, Nudc, Pepsi, An Vao bay bé Lay Dd, va
Mountain Dew®. Danh Cho Nguoi An Kiéng. Hodc c6 1& 1a t6i doc sai roi.
Hy vong thé.

Thalia nhin vao mat con dé. “Amaltheia, may muén gi? Cha tao da cw
may dén phai khong?”

Con dé liéc nhin t6i. N6 trong hoi khoé chiu, cit nhw t6i dang can thiép vao
mot cudc noéi chuyén riéng tuw vay.

T6i bwdce 1ui lai, c6 khong chop 1y vii khi ctia minh. O, nhan tién, vii khi
cta t6i la mot cay gdy danh golf. Ci¢ cuwdi thodi mai di. Toi da tirng s& hitu
mot thanh kiém bang dong Celestial c6 thé két liéu 1t quai vat, nhung thanh
kiém da bi tan chdy trong a-xit (mot cau chuyén dai). Gid tat ca nhitng gi toi
c6 la cay gay sat s6 9 dang mang sau luwng. Cha giong anh hung lam nhi.
Néu con dé tan cong, toi biét minh sé gap rac réi cho ma xem.

Tb6i hing giong. “Um, Thalia ndy, em c6 chic con dé ndy 1a ctia cha em
khong?”

“N6 bat tr,” Thalia n6i. “Khi than Zeus con bé, me 6ng, nit than Rhea da
gidu 6ng trong mot hang dong...”

“Vi Kronos muon xoi 6ng ay sao?” Toi tirng nghe ké chuyén nay & dau
r6i, chuyén vi vua Titan c¢6 xwa da nu6t chitng nhitng dita con ctia minh.

Thalia gat dau. “Vi thé con dé nay, Amaltheia, da tréng nom em bé Zeus
khi 4y hay con nam néi. Cho 6ng ay bu.”

“Bang Mountain Dew Danh Cho Ngudi An Kiéng sao?” t6i hoi.

Thalia cau may. “Gi chu?”

“Em doc cac dau vu ctia n6 ma xem,” t6i néi. “Con dé c6 nam vi cong
thém mot cai may tao da.”

“Be be be,” Amaltheia kéu.
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Thalia vo 1én dau con dé. “Khong sao dau. Anh ay khong c6 y xic pham
may dau. Sao may lai dan bon tao dén day ha, Amaltheia? May mudn bon
tao di dau nao?”

Con dé hic dau vao dai twéng niém. Tw trén cao vong lai tiéng kim loai
c6t két. Toi ngwdc nhin 1én va nhin thdy canh tay phai ctia bitc twgng dong
Tuwéng quan Lee dich chuyén.

T6i suyt nita thi chay dén nap sau con dé. Trudc day Thalia va toi da tirng
chién diu vdi vai bic twgng ma thuat biét di chuyén. Chiung dugc goi la
ngwoi may va nhac dén ching chang vui vé gi. Téi khong nong long nhan
10i thach dau véi Robert E. Lee bang cay gay sat s6 9 dau.

May thay, biic twgng khong tan cong. Ong ta chi don gian 1a chi tay vé
phia bén kia duvong.

Tdi lo 1ang nhin Thalia. “Y né 1a sao?”

Thalia hit dau vé hudng bitc twgng dang chi.

Phia bén kia cho dwong vong la mot ngoi biét thy bang gach dé véi day
thwong xuan moc che kin. O hai bén ngdi nha 13 nhitng cay soi to 16n ra day
cay toc r6i@). Cira s6 ngdi nha da déng ctra chép lai va toi den. Cac cot tring
bong tréc chéng d& mai hién tredc. Cira ra vao duwgc son mau den xam. Du
c6 anh nang ban mai ryc rd chiéu roi, khu nha trong van am u va lam nguai
ta sén toc gay — nhw ng6i nha bi ma dm trong bo phim Cuén Theo Chiéu
Gio.

Miéng t6i kho khoc. “Con dé mudn ching ta di dén doé sao?”

“Be he be.” Amaltheia guc dau xuéng nhw thé dong y.

Thalia cham tay vao cap sitng cong cong cua con de. “Cam on,
Amaltheia. Tao... tao tin may.”

Toi khong chac 1y do vi sao, néu xét dén viéc duong nhv Thalia dang s¢
hai.

Con dé khién t6i phién long, va khong chi vi né cung cdp cac san pham
ctia Pepsi. Co6 diéu gi do c bit it mai trong tam tri t6i. T6i nghi minh da
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tirng nghe n6i dén mot cau chuyén khac vé con dé caa than Zeus, chuyén
sao do vé bo 1ong phat sang...

Dot nhién swong mu kéo dén day dac va phinh Ién quanh Amaltheia. Mot
dam may bao thu nho bao phu 1dy né. Cac tia chép 1ap 1oe 16e 1én trong dam
may. Khi swong mu tan di, con dé ciing bién mat theo.

T6i con chwa dugce thr cai may tao nuwdc da.

T6i dwa mat nhin vé phia ngdi nha do nat bén kia duwong. Pam cay coi
moc day réu hai bén nha trong nhw nhitng cai méong vudt dang chue chg tom
l1ay ching toi.

“Em c6 chac vé chuyén nay khéng?” t6i héi Thalia.

Co0 quay sang nhin t6i. “Amaltheia sé dan 16i cho em dén vé6i nhitng diéu
tot dep. Lan xuat hién tredc, n6 da dwa em dén gap anh.”

Loi khen ngoi lam t6i thady am 4p nhw mot tach s6-co-la néng. T6i kho thé
day. Thalia chi can chép chdp d6i mat xanh dwong do, néi véi t6i mot 1oi dé
nghe, thé 1a t6i c6 thé lam bat c& viéc gi vi cd. Nhung t6i khong thé khong
tu hoi: lic & Charleston, liéu c6 phai con dé da dan c6 dén gap t6i, hay chi
don gian la dwa co6 vao trong hang réng?

To6i tha dai. “Pugc roi. Biét thy rgn téc gdy, ching t6i dén day.”

Vong go ctrta bang dong c6 hinh thu giéng hét khuon mat Medusa, dé
khong phai la dau hiéu t6t. Van san ctia mai hién kéu kéo ket dwdi chan
ching t6i. Ctta chdp trén cac ctra s6 khong con nguyén ven, nhung mat kinh
day bui ban va phia trong bi 16p man ctta t6i mau che khuat nén ching toi
khong nhin thdy gi bén trong.

Thalia go cwra.

Khong ai dap lai.

Co lac lac tay nam, nhung dwdong nhw né da bi khéa. Toi hy vong c6
quyét dinh ti bo. Thé nhung c6 lai nhin t6i day mong doi. “Anh c6 thé lam
phan viéc ctia minh khéng?”

T6i nghién rang. “Anh ghét phai lam viéc dé.”
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Mac dau t6i chwa bao gio gap cha minh va ciling chang that sy mudn gap,
to6i van c6 chit tai nang cua 6ng. Ngoai viéc la sit gia dua tin cho céac than,
than Hermes con la vi than bao trg ctia thwong nhan — diéu gidi thich vi sao
toi c6 nang khiéu vGi chuyén tién bac — va lit khach, ly do cho viéc 6ng gia
than thanh d6 roi bé me t6i va khong bao gid quay trd lai. Ong &y ciing 1a vi
than ctia nhitng tén trém. Ong ay da danh cip nhiéu thit nhv - 0, gia stic cia
than Apollo, phu nit, cac sang kién, vi, su tinh tdo ctia me toi, va ca co hoi
c6 mot cuoc doi tir té cha toi nita.

Xin 16i nhé, diéu dé nghe c6 chua chat 1am khong?

Du sao thi, nh¢ vao tai trom cap trac tuyét ctia cha minh, téi dugc thira
huang vai ky nang ma toi khong thich cong khai.

Toi dat tay l1én chot chét cua canh civa, tap trung vao viéc cam nhan cac
chot dinh vi bén trong dang kiém soét luwdi ga. V&i mot tiéng cach, cai chot
treot ra sau. O khoa trén tay ndm ctra con dé hon nhiéu. T6i go go lén no,
X0ay xo0ay vai vong va canh ctra bat ma.

“Tuyét qua,” Thalia thi tham, du c6 da thay t6i lam nhw thé hang ta lan.

Mot mui chua chua kinh tdm twa nhw hoi thd nguwoi sap chét theo 16i ctra

ua ra ngoai. Thé nhung Thalia dd xam xam di vao. Chang c6 nhiéu lya chon
nao khac, t6i ti€p budc theo sau.

Bén trong 1a mot phong khiéu vii 16i thdi. Anh sang diu dju tir chum dén
trén cao phu lén cac mén do trang tri ré tién lam tir dong Celestial — cac miii
tén, do giap, can kiém gdy — tao nén anh vang lap lanh yéu &t khap can
phong. Hai hanh lang hién ra & hai bén trai phai. Mot cau thang gac bao 13y
bttc twong phia sau. Cac tdm man ctra nang triu che kin cac ctta so.

Chén nay han da tirng la mot noi an twgng day, nhung hién tai thi y nhw
bai rac. San nha lat da cam thach trang den nhw ban co dam bi bun va nhitng
thit kho kho citng citng ma t6i hy vong chi la nwéc sot ca chua lam vay ban.
Trong goc nha 1a mot chiéc sofa bi moi rudt. Vai cai ghé go gu da bi bo lam
cti nhém ltra. DuwGi chan cau thang la déng vo do hop, gié rach va xuong —
nhitng chiéc xwong cé kich thudc nhw xwong nguoi vay.
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Thalia lay vii khi trén day that lwng ra. Cai ong kim loai do trong nhuw dng
xit hoi cay ctia Mace, nhung khi Thalia bung nhe vao, n6é dan né ra cho dén
khi 16n hét c& thanh mdt ngon gido v6i miii gido bang dong Celestial trong
tay c6. Toi nam chat cay gay choi golf cia minh, thit con lau méi tuyét dugc
nhw vii khi cua Thalia.

Toi cét tiéng, “Co lé day khong phai la mot noi hay...”

Céanh ctra dong sam lai sau luvng chiing toi.

T6i lao tdi cho tay nam va giat manh. Pen that. T6i dn tay vao 6 khoa va
budc né mé ra. Lan nay chang c6 gi xay ra.

“Mot kiéu phap thuat nao do,” t6i néi. “Ching ta dinh bay r6i.”

Thalia chay dén ctra s6 gan nhat. C6 ay c6 kéo man ctra ra, nhung 16p vai
den nang trich dé ct quan lay hai tay c6 ay.

“Anh Luke!” c6 ay hét 1én.

Nhitng tdm man ctta hoa long thanh cac 16p bun tron tudt hét nhw nhitng
cai ludi khong 16 den kit. Ching truwon 1én hai canh tay Thalia va phu 1y
ngon giao cua co ay. Tim t6i nhw sap vot lén cudng hong, nhung t6i da lao
dén cho cac tdm man va dung cay gay chai golf quat manh vao ching.

L&p bun rung 1én va trd lai nguyén thé la tdm vai du lau dé t6i kéo Thalia
thoat ra. Ngon gido ctia c6 dy roi xudng san nha.

T6i 16i 6 ay ra xa khi cac tam man lai hoa bun va c6 tom 1ay c6 dy. Cac
16p bun quat vao khong khi. May thay, dwong nhw ching bi quan chdt vao
thanh treo man. Sau vai n6 lic véi 1dy ching t6i that bai, 16p bun dé tré nén
yén tinh va bién lai thanh tdm man ctra.

Thalia run lay bay trong vong tay t6i. Ngon gido nam cach d6 khong xa,
dang boc khéi nhw thé vira bi nhiing vao dung dich a-xit.

Co ay gio hai ban tay 1én. Chiing dang boc khéi va phong rop. Mat c6 dy
xanh mét giong nhw dang bi s6c.

“Binh tinh nao!” T6i diu c¢6 ay ng6i xudng san va mo mam khap ba-16 cua
minh. “Binh tinh lai di, Thalia. Moi chuyén xong r6i.”
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ROt cudc toi cling tim thdy chai rwgu thanh. Thitc uéng cta than linh cé
kha nang chita lanh vét thwong, nhwng chat 16ng trong chai sap can. Toi do
hét phan con lai 1én hai tay Thalia. Lan khoi tan bién. Cac vét bong rop mo
dan.

“Em sé on thoi,” toi n6i. “Gi¢ hay nghi mét chut di.”

“Chung ta... chung ta khong thé...” Gigng c6 run ray, nhung c6 c6 ditng
1én. C6 liéc nhin man cta, vira sg hai vira téd vé ghé tdm. “Néu tat ca cac cira
sO déu thé nay, va ctta chinh lai bi khoa...”

“Chung ta sé tim 16i khac dé ra ngoai,” t6i hita.

bay duong nhuw khong phdi la thoi diém dé nhac cho c6 nhd rang néu
khong phai vi con dé ngu ngoc do, ching t6i da khong mac ket & trong nay.

T6i can nhac cac chon lya: mot cau thang di 1én hay hai hanh lang t6i hu.
T6i nheo mat lai, nhin vé phia xa xa hanh lang bén trai. To6i trong thay hai
cham sang nhé do ryc sat san nha. La cac bong den ngu phai khéng nhi?

ROi cac bong dén di chuyén. Chiing nhin nhdy 1én xu6ng, ngay cang sang
hon va dén gan hon. Mot tiéng gam khién toc t6i dung ditng ca lén.

Thalia phat ra mot am thanh nghén ngen. “Um, anh Luke...”

Co ay chi vé phia hanh lang con lai. Tt trong béng t6i, mot cap mat do
rwc khac nhin cham cham vao chung t6i. Ca hai hanh lang déu vong dén am
thanh thanh ldch cdch, ldch cdch, ldach cdch Ky la, nhu thé ai d6 dang choi
gd phach castanet®,

“Cau thang nhin kha 6n day,” toi noi.

Nhuw thé dap lai 10i t6i, mot giong nam tir dau do trén dau ching t6i vang
1én: “Pung thé, 16i nay.”

Giong ndi tran ngap u buodn, c* nhw 6ng ta dang dwa ra chi dan dén mot
dam tang.

“Ong 1a ai?” toi hét 1én.

“Nhanh 1én di,” giong n6i vong xudng, nhung nghe ong ta c6 vé khong
thich thd lam.
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note:

Beén phai toi, giong noi kia lai vang lén, “Nhanh 1én di.” Ldch cach, lach
cdch, lach cach.

T6i déng tai nghe mét lan nita. Hinh nhw giong néi phat ra tir thit ¢ trong
hanh lang — thit c6 d6i mat do rwc. Nhung lam sao mét giong ndi lai c6 thé
dén ti hai noi khac nhau co ch?

ROi lai thém mot giong y hét thé tir hanh lang bén trai vong dén: “Nhanh
lén di.” Lach cdch, lach cdch, lach cach.

Tinh dén nay t6i da tirng d6i dau vdi vai thi dang so - choé thd ra Itva, bo
cap dén tir dia nguc, réng — ay la chwa ké dén md6t tdim man cita mau den
tron tudt biét an thit ngudi. Nhung c6 diéu gi do vé cac giong no6i dang vang
vong quanh t6i, nhitng d6i mat ry'c sang dang chiéu thang dén cho toi tir cac
hwéng dy, va ca cai am thanh lach cach ky la kia khién t6i c6 cdm giac nhuw
minh 1a mo6t chi hwou bi 1i séi vay lay. Moi bap thit trén co thé t6i cang
cung. Ban nang trong toi thuc giuc, Chay di.

T6i chop lay canh tay Thalia va lao nhw bay 1én cau thang.
“Anh Luke...”

“Bi thoi!”

“Néu do6 la mot cai bay nira...”

“Khong con lya chon nao khac!”

T6i chay vut 1én cho cau thang, kéo theo Thalia di cung. T6i biét c6 noéi
ding. C6 lé ching t6i sap sta tién thang dén tir dia, nhung tbi cling biét
ching t6i phai tranh xa nhitng thit dui tang trét.

Du sg phai ngoai dau nhin lai, nhung t6i biét sinh vat d6 dang dén gan —
tiéng gam gt hét nhw meo hoang, trong khi bwdc chan ram rap trén mat san
da cam thach lai nhv tiéng méng ngwa. Quy than thién dia oi, ching la gi
thé?

Tai dau cau thang, ching tdi lai chay vé cudi mot hanh lang khac. Anh
sang 1ap loe ma& do tir cadc chan dén gan trén twong lam cho cac ctra ra vao
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doc hai bén twong trong nhw dang nhdy mua. T6i nhdy qua mot dong xuwong,
vO tinh da phai mot cai so nguoi.

Pau do6 trudc mat ching t6i, giong nam ban ndy vang lén, “Loi nay!”
Giong ong ta nghe cdp bach hon so vdi trede. “Canh ctra cudi cung bén trai!
Nhanh lén!”

Pang sau chiing t6i, cac sinh vat no 1ap lai 16i ngwdi dan 6ng noi: “Trai!
Nhanh lén!”

Co € cac sinh vat kia chi dang bat chwéc nhw vet. Hodc c6 thé giong néi &
phia tredc ching to6i cling thuéc vé mot con quai vat. Thé nhung, c6 gi dé
trong giong néi cua ngwoi dan 6ng khién toi co cdm gidc rat thuc. Giong 6ng
ta nghe c6 doc va dang thuong, nhv mot ngwoi bi gilt lam con tin.

“Chung ta phai gitp 6ng dy,” Thalia néi, nhw thé dang doc cac y nghi cua
toi vay.

“Phai ddy,” t6i dong y.

Chting t6i lao nhanh tGi truéc. Hanh lang tré nén op ep hon — gidy dan
twong troc ra nhuw vo cay, den dom vo tan tanh. Tham rach toac tirng manh,
xwong bay bira bai trén d6. Anh sang lot qua khe bén dudi canh ctra cudi
cung beén trai.

Phia sau chung t6i, tiéng mong gd moi lic mot 16n hon.

Chung t6i dén chd canh cira va t6i lao vao, nhung ctra da ti mé. Thalia va
toi té nhao vao bén trong, nga Gp mat xuéng tham.

Ctra dong sam lai.

Bén ngoai, cac sinh vat gam g vi that vong va cao cao lén twong.

“Xin chao,” giong nguwdi dan 6ng no vang 1én, gio thi gan hon rat nhiéu.
“Ta rat lay lam tiéc.”

Pau t6i quay mong mong. To6i nghi minh nghe thay tiéng 6ng & phia bén
trai, nhung khi toi nguwdc 1én nhin, ong dang dirng ngay tredc madt chung toi.

Ong mang b6t da rin va van bd vest mau xanh 14 va nu 16m dém chic 1a
duge 1am tir cing mot chat lidu. Ong dong dong cao va héc hac, mai téc bac
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chia ra cfing bl xut y hét téc cia Thalia. Ong trong giong hét mot Einstein
gia nua, bénh tat va an van thoi trang.

Hai vai 6ng sum xudng. T6 diém cho d6i mat xanh luc u buon kia la
nhitng bong mat. Trudc day han 6ng rat dep trai, nhung hién gio da mat ong
da nhdo x€ nhu thé bi thio xi hoi cuc bo.

Can phong nay dwoc sap xép theo kiéu can ho mot phong. Khac véi phan
con lai cia ngdi nha, né con khé tét. Ap sat twong & tit dau kia cn phong 1a
mot giwong don, ban gidy c6 dat may vi tinh, va mot ctra sO dwgc man ctra
mau den che phu y hét nhitng cai bén dwdi. Doc theo birc twong bén phai la
ta sach, mot cai bép nho va hai 6 cita — mot dan dén phong tam va cai con
lai dan dén mot phong dé do 1on.

Thalia néi, “Um, anh Luke...”

Co chi tay veé phia bén trai.

Tim t6i suyt chit nita vot ra khéi 16ng nguc.

Bén trai can phong la mét day rao chan bang sat giong nhw mot xa lim.
Bén trong la noi trién 1am tht dang sg nhat ma to6i tirng thay. San nha tréi séi
day xwong, cdc mau &o giap, va di téi di lui trong d6 la mot con quai vat
minh su t&* va cé bo 16ng mau dé ndu. Thay cho mong vuot la méng ngua,
va dudi né phe phay nhu roi da. Pau n6 la sy pha tron giita dau cia ngua va
sOi — doi tai nhon, cdi mom dai va méi den si, trong giong mot con nguoi
dang buo6n phién.

Con quai vat gam guw. Thoat dau, téi c¢ twdng né dang mang miéng bao
vé rang ma cac vo si quyén Anh hay dung. Nhung thay vi rang, n6 c6 hai
thanh nep xwong chac chan hinh mong ngwa. Khi n6 tap, cac thanh nep dé
phat ra tiéng Idch cdch, ldch cdch, lach cdch ma toi da nghe thay duéi lau.

Do6i mat dé ryc cua con quai vat dan chat vao téi. Nuwdc bot tir cac chép
xuwong nho ra dang nhéu tong tong xudng. T6i nhitng mudn bo chay, nhung
chdng c6 noi nao dé di ca. Téi nghe dugc tiéng gam gt ctia cac sinh vat khac
— it nhat 1a hai con — trong hanh lang.

Thalia gitp t6i ditng vitng. Toi siét chat tay ¢ va nhin thang vao ong lao.
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“Ong 1a ai?” toi ging héi. “Cai thi trong chudng 1a gi thé?”

Ong 130 nhin nhé. Nét mit 6ng day théng khé khién t6i ngd chéc 1a 6ng
dang khéc. Ong mé miéng, nhung khi 6ng cat tiéng, ching cé &m thanh nao
phat ra.

Kiéu nhu tiét muc néi tiéng bung khting khiép nao do, con quai vat ma& 1oi
hd ong ta, bang ding giong noi cta 6ng lao: “Ta la Halcyon Green. That lay
lam ti€c, nhung hai nguoi dang & trong chuong. Cac ngwoi da bi nhir dén
day dé hét doi.”

Vi da béd lai ngon gido cia Thalia duwgi lau nén ching t6i chi con lai vii
khi duy nhat — cay gay choi golf cua t6i. T6i vung né vé phia 6ng lao, nhung
ong khong c6 bat ctt hanh dong de doa ndo. Ong trong dang thuong va phién
mudn dén noi t6i khong tai nao quat 6ng dugc.

“O... 6ng, tot hon hét dng nén giai thich,” tdi 14p b&p. “Tai sao... bing
cach nao... la cai gi?”

Cac ban c6 thé thay la toi gidi an noi thé nao roi day.

Phia sau rao chan, con quai vat dép dép cai ham lam tir thanh nep xwong.

“Ta hiéu vi sao ngwoi lai hoang mang,“ né néi bang giong ctia 6ng lao.
Giong no6i dong cam do6 chang khép chit nao véi anh nhin giét ngudi 16e 1én
trong mat n6. “Sinh vat ma nguwoi nhin thdy & day la mot con leucrota. N6 cé
kha nang bat chuwéc giong con ngudi. D6 1a cach né nhi méi.”

T6i nhin qua nguwdi dan 6ng roi nhin lai con quai vat. “Nhung... giong néi
la ctia 6ng sao? Y t6i 1a, ngudi dan 6ng trong bd vest da rin nay — t6i dang
nghe thay nhitng gi 6ng mudn noi sao?”

“Chinh xac.” Con leucrota chan chwong thd dai. “Ta, nhw nguoi vira noi,
la nguwoi dan ong trong bd vest da ran. B4 la 10i nguyén cda ta. Tén ta la
Halcyon Green, con trai ctia than Apollo.”

Thalia suyt té ngira. “Ong 1a mot d than? Nhung dng qua...”

“Gia u?” con leucrota hoi. Nguwoi dan ong, Halcyon Green, nhin cham chu
vao doi tay 16m dom doi moi, nhw thé 6ng khong tin ching thudc vé minh
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vay. “Pung thé, ta qua gia.”

T6i hiéu vi sao Thalia lai ngac nhién. Trong cac chuyén hanh trinh ctia
minh, ching t6i chi m&i gap dugce vai a than khac — mot so thi than thién, cé
nguoi thi khong. Nhung tat ca déu la tré con nhw hai diva t6i. Cudc song cta
ching t6i day ray nguy hiém, vi thé Thalia va t6i cho rang chang c6 a than
nao séng sét cho dén lic trd thanh nguwoi 1én. Thé nhung Halcyon that gia, it
nhat la sdu muoi tudi.

“Ong & day bao lau roi?” tdi hoi.

Halcyon 16 phd nhin vai. Con quai vat néi h 6ng: “Ta khong dém dugc
nita. Hang thap ky chang? Vi cha ta la vi than cta cac nha tién tri, ta dugc
sinh ra véi 10i nguyén nhin thdy twong lai. Than Apollo tirtng canh béo ta
phai giit mém gif* miéng. Ong ay da bao ta ring ta khong nén chia sé nhirng
gi minh nhin thay vi diéu do sé khién cac vi than titc gian. Nhung nhiéu nam
trwdc... don gian la ta budc phai noi ra 1oi tien tri. Ta da gap mot co gai tré,
nguwoi duge dinh la sé chét trong mot tai nan. Ta da citu song cd dy bang
cach néi cho c6 ay biét trude twong lai cia minh.”

T6i c6 tap trung vao ong lao, nhung that khé dé khéng nhin cai miéng con
quai vat — d6i moi den va hai cai ham bang thanh nep xwong dang chay nuwéc
dai do.

“T6i khong hiéu...” tdi budc minh nhin vao mit Halcyon. “Ong da lam
diéu tot. Sao diéu do lai khién cac vi than tic gian chi?”

“Ho khong thich nguwdi pham can thiép vao s6 ménh,” con leucrota ndi.
“Cha ta da nguyeén raa ta. Ong dy budc ta phai mic bd 4o quan ndy, da cta
con Python, ké canh gitt Dén thd Delphi, nhw mot 16i nhdac nhé rang ta
khong phdi 1a nha tién tri. Ong ay da ldy di giong néi va nhét ta vao biét thy
nay, ngdi nha thdi nién thiéu ctia ta. Roi cac than dwa i leucrota dén canh
gitt ta. Thong thwong, loai leucrota chi bat chuwéc 16i néi cta nguwdi pham,
nhung nhitng con nay dwgc két ndi véi cac y nghi cta ta. Ching néi hd cho
ta. Chung gitr cho ta con song nhi mét moi cau dé nhir cac a than khac. Do
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la cach than Apollo nhac nhé ta, mai mai, rang giong néi cua ta sé chi mang
cai chét dén cho ngudi khac ma thoi.”

Con gian dang nghét tran lén trong miéng t6i. Toi da biét cac vi than la
nhitng ngwoi tan nhan. Nguwoi cha vo tinh cda t6i da phdt 10 t6i muwdi bon
nam. Nhung 10i nguyén cia Halcyon Green r6 rang la sai. N6 that kinh
khung.

“Ong nén phan cong lai chi,” t6i n6i. “Ong khong déng phai nhan diéu
nay. Hay chay tron. Giét 1t quai vat nay. Chung toi sé giup.”

“Anh ay no6i ding,” Thalia néi. “Nhan tién, day la Luke. T6i 1a Thalia.
Chuing t6i da chién dau véi vo s6 quai vat. Nhat dinh ching toi c6 thé gitp
gi do day, Halcyon.”

“Hay goi ta 1a Hal,” con leucrota n6i. Ong 13o budn ba lic dau. “Nhung
cac nguwoi khong hiéu. Cac nguwoi khong phéi la nhitng nguoi dau tién dén
noi nay. Ta e la khi méi dat chan vao day, tat ca cac & than déu cam thay sé
c6 hy vong trén thoat. D6i khi ta c6 gitp ching. Nhung khong bao gid thanh
cong. Cac ctra s6 dugc canh gitr béi nhitng tam man gay chét nguwoi...”

“T6i c6 thay r6i,” Thalia cau nhau.

“... va clra ra vao da hoan toan bi yém bua. N6 cho phép moi nguoi di
vao, nhung di ra thi khong.”

“Chung ta sé xem xét van dé do.” T6i xoay nguoi lai va ap tay minh lén 6
khoa. T6i tdp trung cho dén khi mo hdi nhé giot xuéng c6 minh, nhung
chdng c6 gi xay ra. Sttc manh cua t6i da bi vo hiéu héa.

“Ta da bao ro6i ma,” con leucrota chua chat néi. “Khéng ai trong ching ta
c6 thé roi di. C6 danh nhau véi cac con quai vat cling vé dung. Chang c6 thit
kim loai nao ma loai nguwoi hay cac vi than biét dén lam ching bi thwong
duoc.”

Dé chitng minh, 6ng ldo khé gat mép chiéc ao khoac da ran sang mot bén,
lam 16 ra con dao gim trén day thit lung. Ong rit ludi dao bing dong
Celestial trong bén ngét ra va tién dén buong giam con quai vat.
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Con leucrota gam gt vdi 6ng. Hal dung dao dam manh vao gitta cac thanh
chan, nham ngay dau con quai vat. Thong thuwong, véi mot cu dam, dong
Celestial sé lam cho quai vat tan bién. Thé nhung lw6i dao don gian chi sugt
qua mdi con leucrota, khong dé lai vét thivong nao. Con leucrota 1dy chan da
cac thanh chan, va Hal lui lai.

“Cac nguoi thay chwa?” con quai vat noi ho Hal.

“Vi thé ma ong tit bé sao?” Thalia ging hoi. “Ong gitip lii quai vat nhir
ching t6i vao day va dgi chiing dén giét chiing t6i sao?”

Hal tra dao gam vao vo. “Co bé a, ta rat lay lam tiéc, nhwng ta chi c6 ti teo
lwa chon. Ta cling bi nhot & trong nay co ma. Néu ta khong hop tac, 1t quai
vat sé dé ta chét doi. Chung da c6 thé giét cac nguoi ngay khi cac nguoi vao
nha, nhung ching da 1gi dung ta dé du cac nguwoi 1én gac. Ching cho phép ta
c6 bau c6 ban trong chdc lat. Biéu dé lam ta bét c6 don. Va roi... wm, 1d
quai vat thich dung bita vao lic mat trdi lan. Hom nay, thoi diém do la lac
7:03 t6i.” Ong ta khoét tay ra hidu vé phia cai dong ho hién thi s trén ban
gidy, cho thay gio la 10:34 sdng. “Sau khi cac nguoi chét roi, ta... ta sé song
bing phan thi*c &n ma cic nguoi mang theo.” Anh mét déi khat cta dng roi
xuong ba 16 ctia toi, va mot con én lanh chay doc xudng song luwng toi.

“Ong ciing xdu xa y nhuv 1l quéi vat vay,” toi néi.

Ong ldo cau may. T6i khong quan tdm 1dm dén viéc liéu 15i néi ctia minh
c6 dung cham long ty ai cia 6ng hay khong. Trong ba 16 t6i hién cé hai
thanh Snicker, mot cai banh sandwich kep giam bong, mot bi-dong nuwdc va
mot binh rigu thanh rong khong. T6i khong mudn hét doi vi nhitng thit do.

“Hai nguoi c6 quyén cam ghét ta,” con leucrota néi bang giong cua Hal,
“nhung ta khong thé citu cac nguoi. Vao ldc mat troi 1an, rao chan sé ty
nang lén. Li quai vat sé 16i cac nguoi di va giét cac ngwoi. Sé khong ai c6
thé tron thoat.”

Bén trong hang rao ctia con quai vat, mot tdm van vudng trén birc twong
phia sau mé& ra. Ban ndy t6i con khéng nhan thdy c6 tdim van ¢ dé, nhung at
la n6 dan dén phong khac. Thém hai con leucrota hién ngang di vao chudng.
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Ca ba con cham chu nhin t6i bang d6i mat do rwc, ham ching dép dép vai
vé dé phong.

To6i tw hoi lam sao i quai vat an dugc véi cai miéng ky la nhw thé. Nhw
dé tra 10i cho thac mac ctia t6i, mot con leucrota dung miéng ngoam lay mot
mau 4o giap cii. Miéng giap che nguc bang dong Celestial trong kha day dé
ngan nhat dam cua mét ngon gido, nhung con leucrota siét chat 1ay né bang
ltrc cia mot cai kém mo qudp va tao thanh mot 16 c6 hinh méng nguwa trén
tdm kim loai.

“Nhu nguoi thdy day,” mot con leucrota khac n6i bang giong cia Hal,
“nhitng con quai vat nay cyc ky manh.”

Hai chan t6i ¢ nhw cong mi spaghetti nhao nwdc. Thalia bau chat tay vao
canh tay toi.

“Bao chung di di,” c6 cau xin. “Hal, 6ng c6 thé bao chiing di ché khac
khong?”

Ong 130 cau may. Con qudi vat dau tién néi: “Néu tdi lam thé, chiing ta s&
khong thé noi chuyén.”

Con quai vat thit hai tiép 10i vGi cung giong diéu: “Ngoai ra, bat ci ké
hoach trén thoat nao ma cac ngwoi nghi ra thi cling c6 ngwoi ting co thw
r6i.”

Con quai vat thi ba néi: “Chuyén tro riéng tu la khong can thiét.”

Thalia di t6i di lui, vé bon chon hét nhw 1t quéi vat. “Ching c6 hiéu
chiing ta néi gi khong? Y toi 13, chiing chi bt chwéc hay chiing c6 hiéu
nhitng twr ching n6i?”

Con leucrota thit nhat phat ra mot tiéng rén the thé. R6i né bat chudc
giong Thalia: “Ching c6 hiéu nhitng tir chiing n6i?“

Da day t6i r6i boi. Con quai vat bat chwdc y hét giong cta Thalia. Néu t6i
nghe thay giong néi dé cau citu trong béng toi, han la t6i sé chay dén ngay
tap Iur.
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Con quai vat th hai néi thay cho Hal: “Céc sinh vat nay thong minh, kiéu
thong minh cta i cin dy. Ching hiéu dwgc cac xic cdm va vai cum tir don
gian. Ching c6 thé nhir méi bang cach kéu la nhitng tir nhw ‘Citu t6i v6i!’
Nhung ta khong chac lam veé viéc ching that sy hiéu bao nhiéu tir ngit cta
con ngwoi. Nhung cling chang sao. Cac nguwoi khong thé ltra dwgc chiing.”

“Bao chiing di di,” t6i n6i. “Ong c6 may tinh. Hiy gd ra nhitng gi 6ng
muon no6i. Néu ching t6i sé chét vao Iic mat trdi 1dn, t6i khong muén may
thit d6 ¢t nhin cham cham vao minh su6t ca ngay.”

Hal ngan ngtr. ROi 6ng quay sang phia ba con quai vat va nhin ching
cham cham. Sau mot lic, cac con leucrota gam ghe. Ching nghénh ngang di
ra khéi chuéng va tam bang den dong lai.

Hal nhin t6i. Ong xoe hai tay minh nhw thé dang xin 16i, hay dang dit cau
héi.

“Anh Luke,” Thalia lo lang hoi, “anh c6 ké hoach nao khong?”

“Chuwa ¢6,” toi thi nhan. “Nhwng tot hon hét ching ta nén c6 mot cai vao
Idc mat troi lan.”

Cam giac cho doi dén gio chét that ky la. Théng thwong, khi Thalia va toi
danh nhau vdi quai vat, ching t6i c6 khoang hai gidy dé nghi ra ké hoach tac
chién. Mo6i de doa trong gang tac. Viéc ching t6i sinh hay tit dién ra trong
phtt chéc. Gid ching t6i lai bi nhét tron ngay trong mot can phong ma
chang thé lam gi, biét r6 rang lic mat troi lan, khi rao chan chuéng nang lén,
chuing t6i sé bi giay xéo dén chét r6i bi nhitng con quai vat ma khong cé loai
vii khi nao c6 thé giét chét chiing xé banh xac. Sau d6 Halcyon Green sé an
cac thanh Snicker cta toi.

Tinh trang chd doi nay con toi té hon ca mot vu tan cong.

Mot phan trong to6i nhitng mudn danh 6ng ldao dé bat tinh bang cay gay
choi golf va quang ong ta cho cac tdm man ctra x ly. Chi it thi sau nay 6ng
ta khong thé gitip cac con quai vat nhit thém & than nao vao cho chét nita.
Nhung t6i khong thé budc minh lam vay. Hal qua yéu dudi va dang thuong.
Ngoai ra, 15i nguyén dé khong phai do 16i ctia 6ng. Ong da bi nhét trong can
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phong nay nhiéu thap ky, budc phai phu thudc vao lii quai vat vi giong néi
va vi su sinh ton ctia minh, budc phdi tan mat chitng kién cac a than khac
mat mang, tat ca chi vi 6ng da cttu s6ng mot co gai. B6 la cai kiéu cong
bang gi thé nay?

TG6i van con gian Hal vi da du chung t6i vao day, nhung t6i thau hiéu ly
do vi sao 6ng mat di hy vong sau qua nhiéu nam nhw thé. Néu c6 ai dang
phai mot cay gay choi golf 1én dau thi ngwdoi do chi co6 thé la than Apollo —
va tat cd cac bac cha me thanh than vo trach nhiém trén dinh Olympus.

Chuing t6i ngé nghiéng tim hiéu can ho giam giir Hal. Cac ké sach day kin
ttr sach lich st c6 dai cho dén tiéu thuyét kinh di.

Hai nguoi ctt ty nhién doc moi thir, Hal go trén may tinh. Nhung ma nho
chtra nhdt ky cta ta ra nhé. N6 la do6 cd nhan.

Ong 1ay tay che mdt cudn sach bang da mau xanh luc da ta toi ké bén ban
phim.

“Pugc,” toi ndi. Toi hoai nghi viéc cé cudn sach nao sé gilip duwgc gi cho
ching t6i, va toi khong hinh dung no6i Hal cé chuyén thud vi gi dé viét lai
trong nhat ky khi bi nhot trong can phong nay gan hét doi.

Ong chi cho chiing t6i xem thanh trinh duyét Internet trén mdy tinh.
Tuyét. Chung toi sé dat banh pizza va xem cac con quai vat xoi tai nguoi
giao hang. Khong hitu ich 1am. T6i cho la ching t6i c6 thé viét email nho ai
do6 gitp do, ngoai trir viéc ching téi chang c6 1ay bat ct ai dé ma lién lac, va
toi chuwa bao gio st dung email. Thalia va t6i tham chi con khong mang theo
dién thoai di dong. Tw nhitng kinh nghiém thwong dau cua hai dwa, chung
toi da rat ra mot diéu rang khi cac a than st dung do cong nghé, n6 thu hut
1t quai vat nhw mau thu hut ca map vay.

Chung t6i di chuyén dén phong tam. N6 kha la sach sé néu xét dén viéc
Hal da séng & day lau dén thé. Ong c6 hai bd quan 4o da rdn du phong, hinh
nhw chi dugc giat tay, treo trén thanh ngang phia trén bon tam. Ta thu6c chat
day do dung cii ky - cac vat dung dung khi tam rtra, thuéc men, ban chai
danh rang, dung cu cap citu, banh thanh va rugu thanh. Khi luc soat, toi co
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khong nghi dén viéc nhitng thit nay tir dau ra, nhung t6i khong tim thay thi
gi c6 thé danh bai may con leucrota do.

Thalia déong sam mot ngan kéo lai, vé that vong. “Em khong hiéu! Sao
Amaltheia lai mang em dén day? C6 phai cac a than khac ciing da dén day vi
con dé do?”

Hal cau may. Ong ra hiéu cho chiing t5i di theo 6ng vé lai chd may tinh.
Ong ctii ngwdi xudng va go: Con dé nao?

To6i thay khong c6 ly do gi dé gitt bi mat. Toi ké cho 6ng nghe viéc ching
toi da di theo con dé phan phoi Pepsi phat sang cua than Zeus vao
Richmond, va cach né chi cho chiing t6i dén ng6i nha nay.

Hal tréng béi réi. Ong gd: Ta ¢ nghe néi vé Amaltheia, nhung khong biét
tai sao noé lai mang cdc nguoi dén ddy. Cdc d thdn khdc bi kho bdu trong
ngo6i nha nay thu hiit. Ta cit twdng la cdc nguoi cling thé.

“Kho bau nao?” Thalia héi.

Hal diéng thang day va chi vao cdi ti dé do kha to cia minh. Trong dé6
chita day vat dung cta cac 4 than xau s6 — nhitng cai do khoac qua nho so
v6i Hal, vai ngon dudc lam tir go-va-nhwra-thong kiéu c6, nhitng mau ao giap
bi 16m vao va vai thanh kiém bang dong Celestial gay veo. That 1a uéng phi.
T6i can mot thanh kiém khac.

Hal xép lai cac thung dwng sach, giay, vai thdi vang cing mot gié nhé day
ap kim cuwong ma duong nhw 6ng khong quan tdm dén, tiv d6 dé 10 ra cira
mot két sat bang kim loai rong sau muoi centimet vuong trén san nha va
khoét tay ra hiéu nhw muén noéi: Bdy roi.

“Ong c6 thé md n6 ra khong?” tdi hoi.

Hal lac dau.

“Ong c6 biét c6 gi bén trong khong?” Thalia héi.

Hal lai lac dau.

“N6 bi khoa roi,” toi doan.

Hal gat dau céi rup roi dwa tay xoet mot dwong qua co.
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Toi quy xudng bén cai két sat. Toi khong cham vao no, chi dé tay lai gan
khoa s6. Hoi néng lam ngon tay toi té té, ct nhw két sat 1a mot céi 1o nong
bong rdy. T6i dé dau 6c minh tap trung cho dén khi cdm nhan dwgc may
moc bén trong. Toi khong thich nhitng gi minh vira phat hién.

“Vat nay khong hay ho gi dau,” t6i lam bam. “Cho du bén trong né c6 gi
thi at do la thit vo cung quan trong.”

Thalia quy ké bén t6i. “Anh Luke, day la ly do vi sao ching ta c6 mat &
day.” Giong c6 ay day phan khich. “Than Zeus mudn em tim thay céi nay.”

T6i hoai nghi nhin c6 ay. Toi khong hiéu sao c6 ay c6 thé tin twdng cha
minh nhw thé. Than Zeus doi xt vdi c6 ay cling chang t6t hon may so véi
nhitng gi than Hermes da doi x v4i t6i. Ngoai ra, cé rat nhiéu a than da
tirng bi dwa duwong dan 16i dén day. Ho déu da chét.

Thé nhung ¢6 dy van mai nhin t6i bang d6i mat xanh sam do, va toi biét,
mot lan nita Thalia sé c6 dwgc diéu co6 &y mudn.

To6i thd dai. “Em sap yéu cau anh mé n6 ra phai khéng?”

“Lam vay dugc chi?”

T6i can moi. Lan tGi néu lap doi véi ngwdi nao khac, téi nén chon ai ma
minh khong thich lam 4dy. Vi t6i khong thé néi khéng véi Thalia.

“Co6 nguoi da c6 mé cai nay r6i,” téi canh bao. “Trén tay cam c6 mot 1oi
nguyén. Anh doan la bat ¢t ngwdi nao cham vao né sé bi dot chay thanh

»

tro.

Toi ngwdc nhin Hal. Mdt may Hal tré@ nén xam ngoét y hét toc ong. Toi
xem nhu do6 la mot 161 thtra nhan.

“Anh tranh dugc 16i nguyén dé khong?” Thalia héi t6i.

“Anh nghi minh c6 thé,” t6i néi. “Nhwng anh lo vé cai bay thi hai.”

“Cai bay thit hai?” c6 ay hoi.

“Chua c6 ai mé tay vao cai khoa s6,” t6i noi. “Anh biét la vi c6 mot hop
chat doc san sang bung ra khi em an s6 thit ba. N6 chwa bi kich hoat bao
gio.”
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Nhin thdy doi mat mé to cua Hal, t6i doan 6ng chwa biét chuyén nay.

“Anh c6 thé thir vo hiéu hoa né,” t6i noi, “nhuwng néu anh lam hoéng viéc,
nguyén ca can ho nay sé tran ngap khi doc. Chung ta sé chét.”

Thalia nu6t xuéng. “Em tin anh. Chi la... ditng dé mac sai s6t nhé.”

Tbi quay sang nhin 6ng l13o. “Ong c6 thé nap trong bon tim. Dap khin w6t
1én mit. Ong sé duoc an toan.”

Hal bt rit nhich nguwoi. Lép vai da ran cua bo vest gon gon c nhu mot
con ran con song, dang c6 nuot 1ay thit gi d6 khé chiu. Cam xtic hién 1o trén
mat 6ng — sg hai, nghi ngd, nhung phan 16n 1a ho then. T6i doan 6ng khong
chiu néi y nghi minh sé nam co rim trong bon tam trong khi hai di¥a tré mao
hiém tinh mang. Hodc c6 1é con chit it 1ong can ddm ctia mdt 4 than sét lai
trong 6ng. Ong ra hiéu vé phia két st nhw muén néi: Ci lam di.

T6i cham vao khoa s6. T6i tap trung dén do t6i c6 cam giac nhw minh
dang nhac mot qua ta hon hai tram ky. Mach t6i dap moi lic mot nhanh hon.
Mot vét mo héi chdy xuong mii t6i. Cudi cung, t6i cam nhan dwgc sy
chuyén dong cua cac banh rang. Tiéng kim loai kéu cét két, cac lay khoda kéu
lach cach, r6i cac chot cai bat ra. Can than né cho tay cam, t6i dung dau
mong tay cay ctra két va ldy ra mot lo chat 1éng mau xanh luc con nguyén.

Hal tha dai.

Thalia hon ma t6i, diéu ma chac la c6 dy khong nén lam khi t6i dang cam
mot ong chat doc chét nguwdi nhu thé nay.

“Anh giéi qud,” c6 ay noi.

Liéu diéu dé c6 dang dé litu mang nhv vira roi khong nhi? Um, di nhién
la quéa dang ay chu.

T6i nhin vao trong két, va phan nao nhiét tinh trong toi tan bién. “Cdi gi
thé nay?”

Thalia tho tay vao, 1ay ra mot cai vong tay.

Trong khong giong vong tay cho lam, chi la mot chuoi cac mac xich bang
bac sang loang.
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Thalia cai n6 lai quanh ¢6 tay minh. Chang c6 gi xdy ra.

Co dy cau may. “Pang ly n6 nén lam diéu gi d6 chit. Néu than Zeus ct em
dén day...”

Hal vo tay dé lam ching t6i chd y. Dot nhién déi mat 6ng long 1én, trong
cling dién dai gidng hét mai téc. Ong khoa chan mua tay lién hdi, nhung t6i
chiu, khong biét ong dang c6 noi gi. Cudi cung 6ng giam doéi bot da ran, to
vé thit vong va dan chung t6i quay trd lai phong chinh.

Ong ngbi vao chd may tinh va bit dau gd chit. T6i liéc nhin dong hé trén
ban. C6 lé trong ngdi nha nay thoi gian troéi nhanh hon, hodc c6 thé khi ban
dang cho chét thi thoi gian cit thé ma van vut qua di, nhung hién da qua
trira. Chung t6i chi con c6 nita ngay.

Hal cho ching t6i xem doan van ngan 6ng méi viét xong: Cdc nguoi
chinh la nhitng nguoi do!! Cdc nguoi thuc sw co dugc kho bdu réi!! Thdt
khéng thé tin duoc!! Cdi két sat dé da bi niém phong trudc cd khi ta duoc
sinh ra!! Than Apollo bdo vdi ta rdang 10i nguyén cua ta sé chdm dut khi cht
nhdn kho bdu thtra nhdn né!! Néu nguoi la chu nhan...

Phia dugi con nhiéu nita, véi nhiéu ddu cham than hon, nhung trueéce khi
t0i doc hét, Thalia 1én tiéng, “Khoan da. To6i chwa bao gi® nhin thay cai vong
tay nay. Sao t6i co thé la nguwdi sé hitu n6 dugc? Va néu 10i nguyén ctia 6ng
duwgc cho la sé chdm dit vao ldc nay, diéu dé c6 nghia la cac con quai vat
sap bién mat dung khong?”

Mot tiéng Ildch cdch, lach cdch, ldch cdch tir hanh lang da tra 16i cho cau
hoi trén.

Tbi cau may nhin Hal. “Ong da c6 lai giong néi chwa?”

Ong h4 miéng nhung khong cé bat cit am thanh nao phét ra. Hai vai 6ng
sum xuong.

“Co6 1€ y cnia than Apollo la chiing t6i sé gidi cttu cho 6ng,” Thalia noi.

Hal g6 mét cau méi: Hodc c6 Ié ta sé chét trong hém nay.
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“Cam on, Ngai Vui Vé,” t6i néi. “T6i twdng ong cé thé dy bao twong lai.
Ong khong biét chuyén gi sé xay ra sao?”

Hal go: Ta khong thé lam vdy. Viéc dé qud nguy hiém. Nguoi cling biét
chuyén gi dd xdy ra vdi ta khi ta c6 str dung stic manh trong lan gan ddy
nhdt roi day.

“R0 16i,” t0i cau nhau. “Pung lam diéu gi dai dot. Cudc song tot dep ma
ong hién dang c6 c6 thé di tong day.”

T6i biét cau d6 c6 y gi. Nhung tinh hén nhéat cia nguwoi dan 6ng nay khién
t6i bue boi. Ong da dé cac vi than 1gi dung minh nhw bao cat qué 1au roi.
Gio da dén luc ong dap tra, tot nhat la tredce khi Thalia va t6i trd thanh bira
an tiép theo ctia cac con leucrota.

Hal cti dau xuong. Nguc 6ng phap phong, va toi nhan ra 6ng dang lang 1é
khoc.

Thalia nhin t6i bang 4nh mat cau gat. “Sé on thoi, Hal. Chung ta sé khong
tir bo. Cai vong tay nay at la mét cau tra 16i. N6 c6 mdt sitc manh dac biét.”

Hal run ray hit vao. Ong quay sang ban phim va go: N6 bdng bac. Du né
c6 bién thanh vii khi di chdng nita thi ciing khong lam cdc con qudi vdt bj
thuong dau.

Thalia quay sang nhin t6i, anh mat c6 dy anh 1én vé cau xin, y néi: Dén
lwgt anh dua ra y kién hitu ich day.

T6i nhin k§ cai chuéng trong khong cung tdm kim loai ma nhitng con
quai vat da theo do roi di. Néu ctta can ho khong chiu mé ra 1an nita va ctra
sO bi nhitng tdm man ctfa a-xit an thit ngwoi che phu, thé thi tdm kim loai dé
sé la 16i ra duy nhat. Chung t6i khéng thé st dung vii khi lam tr kim loai.
Toi c6 mot 1o chat doc, nhung néu téi hiéu ding thi né sé khién moi ngwoi
trong can phong nay mat mang ngay khi dwgc phat tan. Hang ta y twéng
khac lw6t qua dau t6i, nhung to6i nhanh chéng loai bo hét.

“Chung ta sé phai tim ra mot loai vii khi khac,” t6i quyét dinh. “Hal, cho
t0i muwgn may tinh nao.”

Hal trong ngd vue, nhung 6ng nhuwdng ghé cho toi.
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Toi nhin cham cham vao man hinh. That ra thi toi khong dung may tinh
nhiéu cho lam. Nhu t6i da ndi, nhitng mén do cong nghé thu hit bon quai
vat. Nhung than Hermes Ila st gia truyén tin, dan duong va la than thwong
nghiép. N6i khong chirng nhw thé nghia la 6ng dy c6 chit quyén hanh doi
v&i mang Internet. T6i c6 thé st dung chwong trinh Google than thanh dé
tim kiém n6 ngay ldc nay.

“Chi mot 1an nay thoi,” t6i 1am ba lam bam v&i man hinh, “cho phép toi
duwgc lam diéu nay. Cho t6i thay dwgce s 1gi hai khi la con trai cia 6ng nao.”

“Anh noi gi thé, anh Luke?” Thalia hoi.

“Khong co6 gi,” toi noi.

T6i m@ trinh duyét web ra va bat dau go. To6i tim kiém théng tin vé con
leucrota, hy vong tim dwgc diém yéu cia ching. Trén Internet chang néi gi
nhiéu vé chung, ngoai trir thong tin chiing la cac con vat trong truyén thuyét,
chuyén du do6 con mé6i bang cach gia giong con nguai.

Toi tim tiép “cac loai vii khi ctia Hy Lap”. C6 vai bitc anh kiém, gido va
may ban da tuyét dep, nhung tdi hd nghi vé viéc ching toi cé thé giét chét
cac con qudai vat bang cac tdim anh JPEG cé d6 phan gidi thap. T6i go ra
danh sach nhitng thit ching t6i c6 trong phong — dudc, dong Celestial, chat
doc, cac thanh Snicker, mot cay gay choi golf — v6i hy vong mdt cong thic
ma thuat ndo do tao ra tia c6 sitc manh két liéu con leucrota sé xudt hién.
Nhung van may khong hé xdy dén. Toi go dong chit: “Giup toi giét con
leucrota”. Thong tin gan giong nhat ma t6i c6 dwgc la Gitp t6i chita lanh
bénh bach cadu.

DPau t6i ong ong. T6i khong c6 khai niém vé thdi gian tim kiém thong tin
cho dén khi t6i nhin dong ho: bon gio chiéu. Sao c6 thé thé dugc?

Trong khi do, Thalia dang c6 kich hoat cdi vong deo tay mdi va ciing
chang thu hoach dwgc gi. Co ay xoan né lai, go go, lac lac, mang vao mat ca
chan, ném vao twong va xoay tron nd trén dau, miéng thi hét 1én “Than
Zeus!” Chang c6 chuyén gi xay ra.
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Chting t6i nhin nhau, va t6i biét hai dita t6i déu can hét y twéng roi. Toi
héi twdng lai nhitng gi Hal Green titng ké. M@i dau tat ca cac a than déu ap a
hy vong. Bon ho déu c6 y twdng dé tron thoat. Sau d6 ho déu that bai.

T6i khong thé dé xay ra chuyén do. Thalia va t6i da song sot sau bao phen
ac liét dé ma tir bé vao lic nay. Nhung diéu la la (y t6i la theo nghia den ay),
toi khong thé nghi ra diéu gi khac dé th.

Hal buéc dén va khoat tay ra hiéu vé phia ban phim.

“Cr lam di,” t6i chan nan noi.

Chuing t6i d6i cho cho nhau.

Sdp hét gio, 6ng go. Toi sé co thir dodn tuong lai.

Thalia cau may. “T6i nghi la 6ng c6 néi chuyén dé qua nguy hiém ma.”

Khoéng sao, Hal gb. Luke noi dung. Ta la moét ldo gia hen nhat, nhung
than Apollo khong thé trung phat ta ndng hon nhitng gi 6ng dy da lam dau.
C¢ Ié ta sé nhin thdy diéu gi dé cé ich. Thalia, duva tay cho ta nao.

Ong quay sang phia Thalia.

Co dy ngan ngtr.

Phia bén ngoai can hd, cac con leucrota gam lén va cao 1én hanh lang.
Chac ching déi bung roi.

Thalia dwa hai ban tay cho Halcyon Green cam 1ay. Ong 1d0 nhdm mit lai
va tap trung, cach thitc twong tw nhw khi td6i sam soi mot 6 khoa phirc tap.

Ong cau may, roi sau do6 run rdy hit vao. Ong ngwdc 1én nhin Thalia véi
nét mat cam thong, doan quay vé phia ban phim va ngan ngir mot lic lau
trede khi bat dau go.

Nguoi sé song sot, Hal go.

“DP6... do la diéu tot, ding khong?” c6 dy héi. “Sao ong trong buon ba
dén thé?”

Hal nhin chdm chdm vao con tré dang chép nhay. Ong gb, Mot ngdy ndo
doé sdp tdi day, nguoi sé hy sinh tinh mang cua minh dé citu ban be nguoi.
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Theo ta thdy thi sw viéc do... thdt kho dé miéu tda. Nhiéu ndm tich mich.
Nguroi cao va ditng bat déng, con séng nhung dang say ngu. Nguoi sé bién
d6i mot lan, va roi lai bién doi lan nita. Con duong nguoi di sé u buén va co
doc. Nhung mot ngay nao do nguoi sé tim lai duoc gia dinh cua minh.

Thalia siét chat hai nam tay. Co &y mé& miéng dinh néi gi do roi di tdi di
lui khap phong. Cu6i cung, c6 &y dam manh tay vao cac ké sach. “Nhiing
cau do that v6 nghia. T6i sé hy sinh tinh mang ctia minh, nhwng lai van con
song. Bién d6i, dang nga? Ong goi d6 1a twong lai sao? T6i... tdi tham chi
con khong cé 1ay mét mai am gia dinh. T6i chi c6 me, va khong doi nao toi
quay veé véi ba dy.”

Hal biu méi. Ong g6, Ta rdt ldy lam tiéc. Ta khéng thé kiém sodt nhitng gi
minh nhin thdy. Nhung y ta khéng phdi néi dén me ctia nguoi.

Suyt nita Thalia nga ngtta vao man ctra. Co ay kip khung ngudi lai ding
lic nhung trong c6 vé choang vang, nhu thé vira mdi bwdc ra khéi tau lwgn
siéu toc.

“Thalia?” t6i hoi, giong nhe nhang hét mirc. “Em biét 6ng ay dang am chi
gi sao?”

Co0 dy nhin t6i qua khée mat. Toi khong hiéu sao c6 ay lai lo lang dén thé.
Toi biét c6 ay khong thich néi vé cudc song ctia minh khi con & L.A., nhung
co ay da ké cho t6i rang minh la con mot, va co dy chwa bao gio nhac dén
nguoi than nao ngoai me minh.

“Khong c6 gi,” sau rot cd ay ciing lén tiéng. “Quén di. Tai béi toan cua
Hal cun r6i.”

T6i kha chac Thalia tham chi con khong tin vao diéu dé.

“Ong Hal nay,” t6i néi, “nhét dinh 14 con c6 nhiéu diéu nita chit. Ong vira
bao Thalia sé& séng sét. Bdng cdch nao? Ong c6 thdy gi vé cai vong deo tay
khong? Hay vé con dé? Chung t6i can nhitng diéu c6 ich.”

Ong budn ba lic dau. Ong gd, Téi khong nhin thdy gi vé cdi vong tay. T6i
xin 10i. T6i biét chut it vé chuyén con dé Amaltheia, nhung toi khéng nghi noé
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sé giup dugc gi. Con dé do da cho than Zeus bu sira khi ngai @y con bé. Sau
do, than Zeus dd giét no va dung da né lam khién — cdi khién Aegis dy.

Toi gai gdi cam minh. T6i kha chac do6 la cau chuyén minh dang c6 nhé
lai lic dau vé bo da ctia con dé. Chuyén dé dudong nhu quan trong, du t6i
khong doan ra nguyén do. “Vay la than Zeus da giét chét me dé ctia minh
sao. Nhitng viéc ‘kinh dién’ ma mot vi than thwong lam. Thalia, em c6 biét
gi vé cai khién d6 khong?”

Thalia gat dau, r6 rang c6 ay thay nhe nhom khi thay doi chua dé. “Ni than
Athena gan dau ctia Medusa lén mat treéc va toan bo cai khién dwoc phu
dong Celestial. Ba ay va than Zeus thay phién nhau st dung n6 khi tham gia
chién tran. N6 sé khién ké thu ctia ho sg¢ chét khiép.”

Toi khong hiéu théng tin do gitup dugc gi. Nhung ro la con dé Amaltheia
da hoi sinh. Diéu dé xay ra nhw com bita véi 1 quai vat trong than thoai —
cudi cung thi chung van dugc tai sinh tir day Tartarus day thoi. Nhung sao
Amaltheia lai dan chiing t6i dén day?

Mot y nghi dang sg ndy ra trong dau toi. Néu t6i bi than Zeus 10t da, chac
chan t6i sé coc thich gitp 6ng ta nita. That ra thi t6i c6 mdi thu truyén kiép
v&i cac con cua than Zeus. C6 1€ dé6 1a 1y do tai sao Amaltheia da dwa chiing
toi dén ngoi biét thy nay.

Hal Green chia hai tay minh vé phia t6i. Nét mat &m dam ctia 6ng cho t6i
biét gio’ dén lwgt xem béi cta toi.

Toi thay sg. Sau khi nghe néi vé twong lai ctia Thalia, t6i khong muon
biét gi vé twong lai cia minh. Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu c6 ay song sét, con
toi thi khong? Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ca hai déu con song nhuwng Thalia sé
phai hy sinh dé cttu t6i vao mot ldc nao dé trong cudc hanh trinh sau nay;,
nhw Hal da n6i? T6i khong chiu noi diéu do.

“Pirng, anh Luke,” Thalia cay dang néi. “Cac vi than da ding. Nhitng 10i
tién tri cia Hal sé chang giip dugc cho ai.”

Ong 13o chdp chép ddi mit siing nuwdc. Doi tay 6ng qua mong manh yéu
6t, that kho tin 1a 6ng mang trong minh dong mdau ctia mot vi than bat tir.
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Ong da noéi véi ching toi ring 101 nguyén ctia 6ng sé két thiic vao hom nay,
bang cach ndy hay cach khac. Ong da thdy trudc ring Thalia sé& song sot.
Néu ong nhin thay diéu gi trong twong lai ctia toi ma hitu ich, to6i danh phai
c6 thoi.

T6i dua tay cho ong.

Hal hit vao that sdu va nham mat lai. Lép 4o khoac da ran 1ap lanh nhw
thé n6 dang c6 bong ra. T6i budéc minh phai binh tinh.

T6i c6 thé cam nhan dugc nhip mach dap ctia Hal trén nhitng ngén tay
minh — mot, hai, ba.

P6i mit Hal choang mé. Ong giat manh tay minh ra va nhin chim chim
vao toi, vé khiép sg.

“Pugc roi,” téi noi. Lwdi toi c6 cdm gidc tho rap. “Toi doan la 6ng da
nhin thay diéu chang t6t dep gi cho lam.”

Hal quay sang phia mdy tinh. Ong nhin mai vao man hinh mét hoi lau
khién t6i ct ng® 6ng hon mé roi.

Cudi cung, ong go, Lira. Ta nhin thdy Iira.

Thalia cau c6. “Lita sao? Y 6ng la hom nay u? Diéu d6 sé gitp cho ching
ta?”

Hal ngude nhin 1én, vé mit day khé sé. Ong gat dau.

“Con nira day,” toi giuc gia. “Diéu gi da khién ong sg chét khiép?”

Ong tranh 4nh mét cia t6i, doan mién cudng gd, Khé chdc Idm. Luke, ta
cting nhin thdy s hy sinh trong tuong lai ctia nguoi. M6t lva chon. Nhung
dong thoi ciing la mét sy’ phdn boi.

Toi cho doi. Hal khong noi thém gi nita.

“Mot sy phan boi,” Thalia néi. Giong cd ay nghe hung dit. “Y 6ng 14 ai d6
sé phan boi Luke? Vi Luke sé khong bao gio phan boi bat cit ai.”

Hal g6, Con duong ctia cdu ta khé ma nhin thdy ré rang. Nhung néu hém
nay cdu ta séng sot, cdu ta sé phdn boi...
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Thalia chdp 1ay ban phim. “Du roi! Ong da nht* cac 4 than dén day roi
twdc di hy vong cta ho bang nhitng 10i tién tri kinh khiing d6 w? Cha trach
nhitng ngudi khac da tir bé - cling gidng nhw 6ng da tir bé. Ong that 1a tham
hai!”

Con gian rue 1én trong mat Hal. Toi khong nghi ngwdi dan 6ng nay sé tirc
gian, nhung ong da ding bat day. Trong giay lat, t6i nghi 6ng c6 thé nhao tdi
tan cong Thalia.

“Lam di,” Thalia gim 1én. “Thtt quét t6i cai di. Ong con chidt hang hai
hoat bat nao khong?”

“Ngtrng lai!” t6i ra 1énh. Hal Green rut lui ngay lap titc. Toi thé la gio ong
l1do d6 sg toi chét khiép, nhung td6i khong muon biét 6ng dy da nhin thay gi
trong cac canh mong. Cho du twong lai cta toi co la ac mong di nita, trdc
hét, hém nay t6i budc phai song sét...

“Lita,” t6i n6i. “Ong vira nhic dén lira.”

Ong gat dau, roi xoe hai tay ra, ra y 6ng khong con gi dé néi nita.

Mot y twdng tir tir hién ra trong dau toi. Liwva. Vi khi caa Hy Lap. Mot
trong so cac vat dung ma ching t6i hién dang cé trong can hd nay... danh
sach ma toi da go vao thanh tim kiém, hy vong tao ra m6t cong thitc ma
thuat.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?” Thalia héi. “Em biét cai nhin d6. Anh da nghi ra diéu
gi d6.”

“Cho t6i muwon ban phim nao.” Téi ng6i vao may tinh va thyc hién mot
lwgt tim ki€m mdi trén mang.

Mot trang viét ngay lap tic xuat hién.

Thalia tho dau nhin qua vai t6i. “Anh Luke, lam thé sé tuyét lam day!
Nhung em twéng vat dé chi cé trong truyén thuyét ma thoi.”

“Anh khong biét nita,” t6i thtra nhan. “Néu né c6 that, lam thé nao chiing
ta tao ra n6? O day ching c6 cong thitc gi ca.”
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Hal g6 coc coc xudng ban dé lam ching t6i chd y. Nét mdt 6ng day vé
phén khai. Ong chi tay vé phia cac ké sach.

“Cac cuon sach vé lich st c6 dai,” Thalia né6i. “Hal néi diing. Rat nhiéu
cu6n xua lac xwa lo. Chac ching sé c6 thong tin ma trén Internet khong co.”

Ca ba chung t6i chay vé phia ké sach. Chung t6i bat dau 16i hét dong sach
trén d6 xuoéng. Chang may choc thw vién cta Hal nhw thé vira bi bao thoi
qua, nhung dwong nhw 6ng lao khong quan tdm. Ong ddo qua cac twa sach
va doc lwét qua vai trang nhanh ngang ngtra ching t6i. N6i that 1a, néu
khong c6 6ng, ching t6i sé khong bao gid tim thay cau tra 10i. Sau nhiéu lan
tim kiém v0 ich, 6ng lao dén cho ching t6i, go vao mot trang trong mot
cu6n sach bia da cti mém...

T6i xem danh sach cac nguyén liéu that ti mi, va con phan khich trong t6i
bung no. “Chinh l1a né. Coéng thitc cta ‘Lira Hy Lap’.”

Lam sao to6i biét dé tim kiém n6? Co6 thé 1a do cha t6i, than Hermes, vi
than tai ba, dang hwéng dan cho t6i, vi 6ng ay rat ranh vé chat 1éng ma thuat
va thuat gia kim. C6 thé trudc day téi da nhin thdy cong thitc nay & dau do,
va viéc tim kiém trong can hé da kich hoat ky tc do.

Moi thit chiing t6i can déu c6 trong phong nay. To6i da nhin thay tat ca cac
nguyén liéu khi ching t6i luc loi dong quan nhu ctia cac 4 than bi danh bai:
nhwa thong tir cac ngon dudc cii, mot chai ruegu thanh, con tir bd dung cu cap
cttu cuaa Hal...

That sy thi t6i khong nén viét ra hét cach lam, ké ca trong cudn nhat ky
nay. Néu ai do tinh cd doc duge va biét bi quyét cta “Itva Hy Lap”... w thi,
t0i khong muon chiu trach nhiém cho viéc thiéu rui thé gi¢i ctia nguwdi pham.

T6i nghién citu toan bo danh sach. Chi con thiéu mot thi duy nhat.

“Chat xuc tac.” T6i nhin Thalia. “Chting ta can c6 sét.”

C0 dy md to mat. “Luke, em khong thé. Lan trwdc...”

Hal kéo chiing t6i dén cho may tinh va g6, Co co thé triéu hoi sét sao????
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“P6i khi thoi,” Thalia thira nhan. “Con cai ctia than Zeus c6 kha nang do.
Nhung t6i khong thé lam vay trong nay. Va du chiing ta c6 & bén ngoai thi
toi cling van gdp rac roi trong viéc kiém soat cu danh. Lan trudc, suyt chut
nita toi giét chét anh Luke r6i.”

Toc gay toi dung dirng ca 1én khi toi nhd lai tai nan do.

“Sé on thoi.” T6i 6 ndi vdi giong tu tin. “Anh sé chuan bi hon hgp. Khi
no san sang, c6 mot 6 dién dwdi ban may tinh. Em c6 thé triéu hoi mot tia sét
danh vao ngbi nha va lam né né tung théng qua mang dién.”

“Va khién cho ng6i nha chim trong bién lira,” Thalia thém vao.

Hal g0, Diéu do ciing sé xdy ra néu nguoi thanh céng. Nguoi c6 hiéu lira
Hy Lap nguy hiém thé nao khéng?

T6i nuét xudng. “Cé chit. D6 1a Itta ma thuat. N6 dot chdy tat ca nhitng gi
né cham vao. Ong khong thé dap tit n6 bing nuéc hay binh cttu héa, hay bat
ct tht gi. Nhung néu ching ta c6 thé tao ra mot loai bom nao dé va ném n6
vao may con leucrota...”

“Chutng sé bi thiéu chay.” Thalia li€c nhin 6ng lao. “Lam on noéi véi toi
rang bon quai vat d6 khong mién dich véi lra di.”

Hal nhiu may. Ta khong nghi thé, 6ng gd. Nhung lita Hy Lap sé bién cdn
phong nay thanh dia nguc. N6 sé lan ra toan by ngdi nha chi trong c6 mdy
giay.

T6i nhin vé phia rao chan trong khong. Theo dong ho cua Hal, ching t6i
dai khai con khodng mot gio tredc khi mat trdi 1an. Khi thanh chan nang l1én
va cac con leucrota tan cong, c6 1é ching t6i van con co hdi — day la néu
ching t6i c6 thé danh up 1 quai vat bang vu nd, va néu bang cach nao dé
ching t6i di vong qua ching, dén duwgc tdm van phia sau cai chuéng ma
khong bi an thit hay bi thiéu song. Cé qua nhiéu gia thiét.

Ca ta chién lwge khac nhau lwét qua tam tri t6i, nhwng t6i van tran tré vai
diéu ma Hal da néi: sy hy sinh. T6i khong thé ditt bo y nghi rang ca ba
ching t6i thoat ra ngoai va song sét la bat kha thi.
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“Hay ché tao ltta Hy Lap théi,” t6i ndi. “Ro6i ching ta sé tinh toan phan
con lai sau.”

Thalia va Hal gitp to6i gom nhitng thi¢ can thiét lai. Ching to6i bat dau tai
bép 16 ctia Hal va thyc hién vai man nau nwéng vo cung nguy hiém. Thoi
gian tréi qua qua nhanh. Phia bén ngoai hanh lang, cac con leucrota gam g
va tap tap miéng.

Man ctta s0 chan hét tit cd 4nh sdng mat troi, nhung nhd dong ho ma
ching t6i biét minh sap hét gio.

Mat mdi t6i 1dm tdm mo6 hoi khi toi trén cac nguyén liéu vao véi nhau.
Moi khi chép mat, t6i lai nhd dén nhitng 10i cua Hal trén man hinh may tinh,
nhu thé ching dugc khac sau vao phia sau mat tdi: Mot su hy sinh trong
twong lai. Mot lva chon. Nhung dong thoi ciing la sw phdn boi.

Y ong la gi? Tai tin chdc dng da khong ké cho minh nghe hét. Nhung c6
mot diéu ro rang la: Tuwong lai ctaa t6i lam 6ng khiép sg.

Toi O tap trung vao cong viéc. To6i that sy khong biét minh dang lam gi,
nhung t6i chang cé lya chon nao khac. Cé 1é than Hermes dang dé mat trong
chtrng t6i, cho t6i mwgn mot vai bi quyét luyén gia kim ctia 6ng. Hodc cé 1é
toi chi an may ma thoi. Cudi cung, t6i c6 mét noi day chat 1éng nhay nhua
den thui, thi sau do toi rot vao mot cai lo thay tinh cti dung dung murt. Toi
day chat nap lo lai.

“Pay.” T6i dwa céi lo cho Thalia. “Em c6 thé nham tring n6é khong? Lép
thay tinh sé gitp né khong phat n6 cho dén khi ching ta lam v& cai lo.”

Thalia trong cé vé binh tinh. “Em sé c6. Em can vai doan day dién 106 ra
trén twong. Va dé triéu hoi tia sét, viéc dé sé phai mat mot vai phit dé tap
trung. Chac la hai nguwdi nén lui lai, phong trwong hop... hai nguwdi biét do,
toi lam no hay dai loai thé.”

Co ay chop lay cai tudt vit trong ngan kéo tt bép cua Hal, bo xudng duédi
ban mdy tinh va bat dau may mo 6 dién.

Hal cim cuén nhat ky bing da mau xanh luc 1én. Ong ra hiéu cho tdi di
theo. Ching t6i di ra phia ctra gan nhat, tai do, Hal 1ay trong 4o khoac ra mot
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cdy but va gié qua nhat ky mdt lwgt. Toi nhin thay cac dong chit viét tay gon
gang ngay ngan nhuwng lai kh6 doc. Sau cung, Hal tim thdy mot trang con
trong va viét nguéch ngoac lén dé.

Ong dwa cudn sach cho toi.

Trén trang gidy do6 viét, Luke, ta muén cdu nhdn ldy cuén nhdt ky. Trong
nay co ghi lgi cdc 10i tién tri cung ghi cht vé tuwong lai, cdc suy nght cta ta
vé viéc ta da sai ¢ dau. Ta nghi né co thé gitp ich cho cdu.

Téi 1ac dau. “Hal, vat nay 1a ctia 6ng. Ong gitt n6 di.”

Ong nhan lai cuén sach va viét, Cdu cé mot tuong lai quan trong. Cdc lya
chon ctia cdu sé lam thay doi thé gidi. Cdu co thé hoc héi tir cdc 16i lam ctua
ta, viét tiép cuén nhdt ky nay. N6 cé thé hiru ich khi cdu phdi duva ra cdc
quyét dinh.

“Céc quyét dinh gi co?” t6i héi. “Ong da nhin thdy duoc gi ma ong lai s¢
hai nhw thé?”

Cay bt trong tay ong lao khyng lai trén trang gidy mot doi lau. Ta nghi
cudi cung ta cting da hiéu tai sao minh bi nguyén rtua, 6ng viét. Than Apollo
dd ding. Doi khi twong lai nén dugc giir kin.

“Hal, cha 6ng 1a mot ké ngéc. Ong khong dang...”

Hal gb lién tuc vao trang gidy. Ong nguéch ngoac viét, Ci? hifa vdi ta cdu
viét tiép cudn nhdt ky nay. Néu ta ghi lgi cdc y nghi ctia minh sém hon, co
thé ta da tranh duwoc vai sai lam ngu ngéc. Va thém mét diéu nira...

Ong dit cdy bit 1én cuén nhat ky va thdo con dao gim bing dong
Celestial ra khéi day thit lung. Ong trao né cho téi.

“T6i khong thé nhan,” tdi bao 6ng. “Y t6i 13, t6i rat cam kich vé viéc nay,
nhung t6i thich diing kiém hon. Ngoai ra, 6ng sé& di cung ching tdi. Ong s&
can vii khi.”

Ong lic dau va dit con dao gdm vao tay tdi. Ong lai viét: Con dao la mén
qua cua c6 gdi ma ta da citu. C6 dy cam doan vdi ta rang con dao sé luéon
bdo vé cho chul nhan cua no.
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Hal run ray hit vao. At 1 6ng biét rd 10i cam két d6 nghe mdi mia mai,
chua chat 1am sao, 161 cam két dd mang dén 15i nguyén cho 6ng. Ong viét
tiép, Mot con dao gdm thi khong co si'c manh hay tam tdn céng ctia mot
thanh kiém, nhung n6 co thé la mét vii khi tuyét voi khi thudc vé diing nguoi.
Ta sé cam thdy an tam hon khi biét cdu gitr no.

Ong nhin vao mét t6i, va rot cudc toi ciing hidu 6ng dinh lam gi. “Pirng
thé,” toi n6i. “Tat ca ching ta sé& thoat ra ngoai.” Hal mim chit méi. Ong
viét, Hai chting ta déu biét do la diéu khong thé. Ta cé thé giao tiép voi lii
leucrota. Chon ta lam moi nhtt la hgp ly. Cau va Thalia hdy cho trong
phong dé do nhé. Ta sé du bon qudi vdt vao phong tam. Ta sé gitp cdu co
vai gidy dé dén duoc 16i ra trudc khi ta kich né. Do la cdch duy nhat gitp
cdu co thoi gian.

“Khong,” t6i noi.

Nhung nét mét 6ng nghiém nghi va kién quyét. Ong khong con giéng mot
ong lao nhiit nhat nita. Ong trong gidng mot 4 than, sdn sang xong tran.

Toi khong thé tin ong lai chap nhan hy sinh tinh mang dé cttu 1ay hai diva
tré vira m@i gap, dac biét la sau khi 6ng phai chiu kho sé trong tirng ay nam
nhv thé. Va chwa hét, tdi khong can viét va gidy dé nhan ra ong dang nghi
gl. Pay 1a co hdi chudc t6i cia Hal. Ong sé& thire hién mot viéc qua cam cudi
cung, va 1oi nguyén cta ong sé két thiic vao cu6i ngay hom nay, nhuw than
Apollo da tirng doan trudc.

Ong nguéch ngoac viét tiép va trao cho tdi cudn nhat ky. Tl cudi cling 1a:
Hira di.

Toi hit sdu vao va gap cudn sach lai. “Puogc roi. To6i hiva.”

Sam chép lam rung chuyén ngo6i nha. Ca hai chiing t6i déu giat minh.
Trén ban mdy vi tinh, thit gi d6 kéu Bup! Khéi trang boc 1én tir mdy tinh, va
mui nhw mui 16p chay tran ngap khap can phong.

Thalia ng6i thang nguwdi day, miéng cwoi toe toét. Birc twong sau lung cod
dy rop 1én 16 chd va am den. O cdm dién tan chay hoan toan, nhung trong
tay co dy, cai binh mit chita Itta Hy Lap van dang phat ra anh sang mau luc.
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“Co ai dat hang mot qua bom ma thuat khong?” co6 ay hoéi.

Ngay lic do, dong ho chi 7:03. Rao chan tit tir nang 1én, va tam bang sau
lung ching t6i bat dau maé ra.

Chung to6i da hét gio.

Ong 1o chia tay ra.

“Thalia,” t6i noi. “Pwa ltvta Hy Lap cho Hal.”

Co ay nhin qua nhin lai hai ching t6i. “Nhung...”

“Ong ay budc phai lam thé.” Giong tdi nghe béi réi hon bao gid hét. “Ong
dy sé gilip chung ta thoat khoéi day.”

Khi ¢6 4y hiéu t6i muon néi gi, nét mat cd6 dy tai nhot. “Anh Luke,
khong.”

Cac thanh chan da kéo lén dugc mot nira. Canh civa sap trén mat dat dan
hé m&. M6t mong guéc mau dé tho qua khe hd. Bén trong cau trugt, 1
leucrota gam g va tap tap.

“Khong con thoi gian nita,” toi canh bao. “bi thoi!”

Hal cam ldy cai lo dyng Iita trén tay Thalia. Ong mim cudi véi ¢6, nu
cwoi day can dam, roi gat dau véi t6i. T6i nhd tir cudi cung ong viét: Hira di.

T6i nhét cudn nhat ky va con dao gam vao trong ba 10. Roi t0i kéo Thalia
vao trong phong dung do6 vd&i minh.

Mot gidy sau, ching t6i nghe thdy tiéng li leucrota lao vao phong. Ca ba
con quai vat rit 1én gam gir r6i gidm chan giay xéo lén khap dé dac trong
phong, néng long mudn dugc cho an.

“O trong nay!” giong Hal vang 1én. D6 it 1a giong cia mdt con quai vat
dang néi ho ong, nhung giong 6ng nghe day can dam va ty tin. “Ta da nhot
ching vao phong tam! Vao day nao, lii cho lai xdu xi kia!”

That ky cuc khi nghe mot con leucrota si nhuc chinh nd, nhung manh
khée no dwong nhw hiéu qua. Céc sinh vat d6 phong dén cho phong tam.

T6i nam chat tay Thalia. “Pén lic r6i.”
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Chung t6i lao nhanh ra khoéi phong dung do6 va chay nhuw bay vé phia
phong giam. Bén trong, tdim bang da déng lai. Mot trong ba con leucrota
gam gu kinh ngac va quay lai dudi theo ching t6i, nhung t6i khong dam
quay dau nhin lai. Ching t6i bo vao trong chuong. T6i nhao téi cho tam
bang che 16i ra, dung cay gay choi golf cia minh nay no ra.

“Pi, di, di thoi!” toi hét 1én.

Thalia bo lach qua khi tdm kim loai d6 bat dau bé cong cay gay chai golf.

Trong phong tam, Hal hét 1én, “Bon may biét day la gi phai khong, nhitng

')’

con ché xdu xa ti Tartarus kia? Pay la bita an cu6i cung ctia bon may

Con leucrota phéng xudng choé t6i. Toi van ngwdi, hét 1én, khi cai mom
xuwong xau cua né dép vao khong khi, noi trede dé 1a mat toi.

T6i dam duwgc vao mém no, nhung ¢t nhw t6i vira cham phai mot tdi xi-
mang uot ay.

ROi thit gi d6 téom lay canh tay t6i. Thalia kéo t6i vé phia cau trugt. Tam
bang dong lai, lam gay cay gay choi golf.

Chtng t6i bo theo 6ng dan kim loai dén mot phong ngua khac va loang
choang di vé phia ctra.

To6i nghe thdy Halcyon Green hét 1én tiéng hé xung trén: “Vi than
Apollo!”

Va ngoi biét thy rung chuyén véi mot tiéng no 16n.

Chung t6i lao nhu bay vao trong hanh lang, noi da boc chay. Lita da bén
vao gidy dan twong va tdm tham boc khéi nghi ngut. Ctra phong ngu cta Hal
da bi thoi bay khoi ban Ié va lira dang tir d6 tia ra nhw mot tran tuyét 16, lam
bdc hoi moi tht trén duwong di ctia no.

Chung t6i dén dugc cau thang. Khéi day dac, t6i khong thay dwoc gi bén
duwdi. Chung t6i sdy chan suyt nga va ho sac sua, hoi nong lam mat va phoi
toi nong 1én. Chay xuéng chan cau thang roi, trong khi t6i dang ngd ching
t0i sé ra dwgc cho canh cira thi con leucrota va manh vao khién t6i nga ngtra.
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Do at la con da dudi theo ching t6i vao buéng giam. To6i cho la cho dé da
xa dé né thoat khéi vu nd, con séng sau luéng hoi ban dau, va bang cach nao
d6 da chay khoi phong ngt, du né trong khong thich thd lam véi nhitng gi
minh vtra trai qua. B 16ng do cua con leucrota chay sém den thui. Poi tai
nhon cia né con dang bat lira, mot con mat dé rwc da nham chat va sung
phong lén.

“Anh Luke!” Thalia hét lén. Co ay chop lay ngon gido da nam trén san
phong khiéu vii cd ngay va dam miii giao vao bén swon con quai vat, nhung
diéu dé6 chi khién con leucrota thém dién tiét ma thoi.

N6 dép dép cai ham lam tir nep xwong vé phia c6 dy, mot méong gudc van
ghim chat trén nguc t6i. T6i khong nhiic nhich gi duwgce, va toi biét con quai
thu nay c6 thé nghién nat ngywc minh, chi can de chat thém chut xiu thoi.

Hai mat t6i cay xé vi khéi. Toi hau nhw khéng thd néi. Toi nhin Thalia c6
dam con quai vat lan nita, va anh sang kim loai 16e 1én dap vao mat toi — cai
vong tay bang bac.

biéu gi do rét cudc cling dugce kich hoat trong dau t6i: cau chuyén vé con
dé Amaltheia, ké da dan chung t6i dén day. Thalia da dugc dinh trudc sé la
ngwoi tim thay kho bau. N6 thudc vé dita con cta than Zeus.

“Thalia!” t6i thé kho nhoc. “Cai khién! N6 dugc goi la gi nhi?”

“Cai khién nao?” co ay gao lén.

“Cai khién cua than Zeus ay!” t6i sy'c nhé ra. “Aegis. Thalia, cai vong tay
—n6 c6 tr mat ma'”

D6 1a mdot suy doan liéu linh. Ta on than thanh — hay ta on s may man
thuan tdy — Thalia hiéu ra. C6 ay go vao cai vong, nhung 1an nay thi hét 16n,
“Aegis!”

Ngay lap tic, cai vong deo tay gian nd, bet ra thanh mot cai dia dong that
rong — mot cai khién vGi cac thiét ké phitc tap dugc dat mong quanh vanh
khién. O trung tdm, dwgc nén chit vao 16p kim loai 1a mot cai khuén nén
mat ngudi chét, khu6n mat gém ghiéc dén noi t6i sé bé chay that xa néu toi
c6 thé lam diéu d6. To6i nhin ra hwéng khac, nhung dw anh da khac sau vao
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trong dau toi — mai téc ran, déi mat mé trirng tritng va khuon miéng nhe ra
nhitng chiéc rang nanh.

Thalia gitii manh khién vé phia con leucrota. Con quai vat kéu ang ang
nhw ché con va lui lai, gitp t6i thoat khoi strc nang tir méng gudc cta no.
Qua lan khoi, t6i nhin thiy con leucrota sg¢ hai chay thang vao tdm man ctra
gan nhat, gio dang bién thanh nhitng céi lwsi den lap lanh va nué6t gon con
quai vat. Con leucrota boc hoi. N6 bat dau kéu thét, “Citu vGi!” bang giong
cta nhiéu nguoi, chac dé la giong ctia cac nan nhan trong qua khi, cudi
cung, nd tan ra trong cac nép gap tron tuot.

T6i sé phdi ndm do, choang vang va khiép sg, cho dén khi tran nha boc
chay do ap 1én nguoi t6i néu nhw Thalia khong nam 14y tay t6i va hét, “Di
nhanh nao!”

Chung t6i chay bo veé phia ctta trudc. Toi dang tw hoi minh sé mé n6 nhw
thé nao thi mot ngon lira tla xudng cau thang va du6i kip ching t6i. Ca can
nha no tung.

T6i khong nhd hai diva toi da thoat ra bang cach nao. Toi chi c6 thé cho
rang séng va cham da lam no6 ctra tredc va day chung toi ra bén ngoai.

Diéu tiép theo t6i nhan thitc dwgce la, minh dang nam dang tay dang chan
trén bung binh, ho sdc sua va thd hon hén khi mét thap ltta né am am trong
bau troi dém. Hong t6i bi bong. Hai mat t6i c nhw vira bi vay axit. To6i tim
Thalia, nhung thay vao d6 t6i nhan ra minh dang nhin chdm cham vao
khuén mat Medusa bang dong. T6i hét 1én, chang hiéu sao lai c6 du stc dé
ding day va bo chay. T6i chay mai, chay mai cho dén khi t6i co rim nguai
lai ng6i phia sau bitc tvgng Robert E. Lee.

Um, t6i biét ma. Gi® nhic lai chuyén d6 nghe kha 1a budn cudi. Nhung
that ky diéu la t6i da khong bi lén con dau tim hay bi xe tong. Cudi clung
Thalia bat kip t6i, ngon gido cia co ay trd lai hinh dang ban dau la 6ng hoi
cay ctia Mace, cai khién bién thanh vong deo tay bang bac.

Chung toi ditng canh nhau xem ngoi biét thy phat hoa. Cac vién gach v&
vun. Man ctta mau den chay dé ryc. Mai nha sap xuéng va khéi cuon cudn
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bdc 1én troi.

Thalia bat khoc. Nwéc mat hién rd qua 16p bo hong trén mat co ay.

“Ong dy da hy sinh,” c6 dy néi. “Sao 6ng ay lai citu ching ta?”

T6i 0m chat cai ba-16, cAm nhan 1ay cudén nhat ky va con dao gam bang
dong & bén trong — cac di vat duy nhat caa Halcyon Green.

Long nguc toi that lai, nhw thé con leucrota ng van con dang dé 1én no.
Toi da phé phan Hal la mot nguwoi nhat nhat, nhung xét cho cung, ong da
diing cam hon t6i. Cac vi than da nguyén ria 6ng. Gan nhw ca doi ong da bi
giam cam cung nhitng con quai vat. Han la 6ng c6 thé dé dang bé mac cho
ching t6i mat mang nhu tat ca cac 4 than tredc d6. Thé nhung, 6ng da chon
cach ra di nhv mot anh hung.

T6i cam thdy c6 16i vi khong citu dwge ong. T6i wdc gi minh da tro
chuyén véi 6ng 1au hon. Ong da nhin thay gi trong twong lai cta tdi ma 6ng
lai lo sg nhiéu dén thé?

Cdc lva chon cua cdu sé lam thay doi thé gidi, ong canh bao.

T6i khong thich kiéu néi dé.

Am thanh ctia cac tiéng coi bdo dong dwa tdi quay lai hién thuc.

La nhitng ké bé nha di tt bé, Thalia va t6i thira biét khong nén tin vao
canh sat hay bat ct ai c6 chitc c6 quyén. Nguwdi pham sé mudn tham van
chung t0i, co 1é sé duwa chung toi vao trung tam giam gitt tré vi thanh nién
hay giao cho cha me nudi tam thoi. Chiing t6i khong thé dé chuyén dé xay
ra.

“Bi thoi,” téi bao Thalia.

Chtng t6i bang qua cac con pho & Richmond cho dén khi tim thdy mot
cong vién nho. Trong phong vé sinh cong cong, chung toi rta mdt that sach.
RO6i hai dita nam bep di & day mai dén khi troi téi mit.

Chung t6i khéng nhac lai nhitng chuyén vira r6i. Ching t6i di lang thang
qua cac khu dan cuw va cac khu céng nghiép trong tinh trang ngo ngo ngan
ngan. Chung t6i chang c6 ké hoach gi, ma ciing khong c6 con dé phat sang
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nao dé di theo nita. Hai dita t6i mét Itt, nhwng ca t6i 1an Thalia déu chang c6
cam giac muon ngu hay ngirng lai nghi chan. Téi muon di khoi ngoi biét thy
dang chay kia cang xa cang t6t.

bay khong phai la lan dau tién ching t6i thoat chét trong gang tac, nhung
ching t6i chwa bao gid phai trd gia bang mang song cda a than khac. T6i
khong cach nao giti bé dwgc n6i buén dau trong long.

Htra di, Halcyon Green tirng viét nhuw thé.

Té6i hira, Hal, t6i nghi. Téi sé hoc hoi ttr 16i lam ctia 6ng. Néu cdc vi than
co dobi xur khong tot vai toi, toi sé ddp tra lgi.

Pugc 16i, t6i biét 1a néi kiéu dé nghe dién khung lam. Nhung t6i thdy cay
dang va tic gian. Néu diéu do6 khién cac anh chang trén dinh Olympus phat
y, thi khong may that day. Ho c6 thé xudng day va n6i thang véi toi.

Chung t6i ngirng chan gan mot nha kho cii. Trong anh trang mo éo, toi
trong thay tén cla toa nha xay bing gach dé dugc son trén bé mit: XUONG
SAT RICHMOND. Phan 16n céc ctia s déu bi v&.

Thalia ruing minh. “Hai anh em minh c6 thé di thang dén trai cii cia ching
ta,” c6 ay goi y. “Trén song James. Chung ta c6 day nhu yéu pham duéi do.”

T6i ho hitng gat dau. Phai mat it nhat mot ngay méi dén dugc do, nhung
ddy la mot ké hoach hay ho so v6i cac ké hoach khac.

T6i bé doi cai banh sandwich kep giam bong dwa cho Thalia ro6i hai dira
toi lang 1€ an. Thitc an c6 vi nhw bia cac-téng dy. Toi vira nudt xudéng miéng
cudi cung thi nghe thay tiéng kim loai lpc xoc vang vang trong con hém gan
do6. Hai tai toi bat dau u 1én. Ching t6i khong phai 1a nhitng ngwdi duy nhat
o day.

“Co ai d6 ¢ gan day,” toi noi. “Khong phai nguoi thwong dau.”

Thalia citng nguwoi lai. “Sao anh chac chan vay?”

Toi khong tra 10i, chi ditng day ldy con dao gam cua Hal ra, cha yéu la
muon nwong vao anh sang phat ra tit dong Celestial. Thalia nam chat lay
ngon gido va triéu hoi Aegis. Lan nay toi biét tot hon 1a minh dirtng nhin vao
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khuon mat ctia Medusa, nhung sy hién dién ctia né van lam t6i sén ca gai
oc. Toi khong biét liéu cai khién d6 c6 ding la Aegis khong, hay chi la ban
sao dwgc tao ra cho cac anh hung — nhiwng & né van téa ra sitc manh. T6i
hiéu tai sao Amaltheia muon Thalia dén va lay né di.

Chung t6i ron rén men doc theo twong nha kho.

Chtng t6i di vao con hém cut t6i om dan dén mét bai boc d& hang vdi
mot dong phé liéu cii ky.

To6i chi tay vao nén dat.

Thalia cau may. C6 ay thi tham, “Anh c6 chac khong?”

Toi gat dau. “Co thit gi dé bén duwéi. Anh cam nhan dugc ma.”

Ngay khi d6, mot tiéng KENG inh tai vang 1én. Mt tam thiéc song rung
1én & khu vie d& hang. Co thit gi d6 — ai do — & bén dudi.

Ron rén tién vé gian boc dd hang, ching t6i ditng trén mot dong kim loai.
Ngon gido lam lam trong tay Thalia. T6i ra hiéu cho c6 ay lui lai. T6i viron
tay vé phia miéng kim loai lwgn séng va nham dém, M¢t, hai, ba!

Ngay khi to6i nhac tam thiéc 1én, c6 thit gi d6 bay veo dén cho t6i — mot
vét vai fla-nen va téc vang mo m@. Tiéng bua rit 1én, dap thang vao mat toi.

Tinh huéng c6 thé sé dién bién cuwc ky xau. May thay, qua nhiéu nam
x6ng pha danh nhau, phan xa cua t6i rat tot.

T6i hét 1én, “Oi!” va cii ngwdi tranh cai biia, sau d6 tém ldy c6 tay cta bé
con. Cay bua trugt dai tren via he.

Bé con vung vay. Trong nhoc chwa qua bay tudi.

“Khong them quai vat nao nita!” co bé hét 1én, da vao chan toi. “Cut di!”

“Puwogc r6i!” T6i cd hét sitc dé gilr 1dy bé con, nhung & nhu t6i dang gitt
mot con méo hoang vay. Thalia trong choang vang dén doé chang cuc cya gi
dugce. Co6 dy van con giit chat ngon gido va cai khién trén tay.

“Thalia,” t6i noi, “cat cai khién ctia em di! Em dang lam con bé sg day!”
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Thalia hoan hon. Co dy cham vao cai khién va n6 bién lai thanh vong deo
tay, sau do6 c6 tha ngon gido xuong.

“Nay, bé con,” co ay ndi, giong diu dang hon nhiéu so vGi giong t6i tirng
nghe trede day. “On roi. Bon chi sé khong lam dau em. Chi 1a Thalia. Day la
anh Luke.”

“Quai vat!” nhoc gao len.

“Khong,” toi néi. Bé con tdi nghiép khong con chong cy manh liét nita
nhung van run ray nhw dién, s¢ hdi ching t6i. “Nhung bon anh c6 biét 1u
quai vat,” toi néi. “Bon anh cling danh nhau véi ching.”

T6i 6m 14y co bé, gio thi loi tay hon nhiéu. Cudi cung nhéc ngirng ddm
da. Nguoi nhéc lanh ngat. Bén duwdi bé pyjama bang vai fla-nen toan xwong
véi x6c. Toi tw hoi nhoc con nay khong an gi trong bao lau roi. Tham chi bé
con con nho hon toi luc toi bo nha ra di.

Bat ké noi s¢ hdi, bé con nhin t6i, doi mat mé to. Ching c6 mau xam, dep
va trong lanh lgi dén ngd ngang. Mot 4 than — khéng con nghi ngd gi nita.
T6i c6 cam gidc c6 nhoc nay rat manh — hodc nhéc sé thé, néu song sot.

“Anh giong em sao?” nhéc hoi, van nghi ngd, nhung nghe ra c¢é hoi hoi
hy vong.

“Phai,” t6i cam doan. “Bon anh...” tdi ngan ngw, khong chac liéu con bé
c6 hiéu dwge minh 1a ai, hodc liéu c6 bao gio nhoc nghe dén tir d than hay
chwa. Téi khéng muén 1am nhéc sg hon nita. “Um, diéu nay that khé giai
thich, nhung bon anh la cac chién binh danh ha quai vat. Gia dinh em dau?”

Nét mat nhoc danh lai gian dit. Cam bé con run run. “Gia dinh em ghét
em. Ho khong can dén em. Em da bo nha di.”

To6i thay dau long. Giong nh6c mang nang noi dau — noi dau gia dinh. T6i
nhin Thalia, va ching t6i lang 1€ dwa ra quyét dinh ngay tai d6. Chuing t6i sé
cham lo cho dia bé nay. Sau nhitng gi da dién ra véi Halcyon Green... irm,
viéc nay duong nhu 1a dinh ménh. Chiing t6i nhin thay mot a than hy sinh vi
ching t6i. Gio chuing t6i lai tim thdy mdt co bé con. Pay ciling gan nhv la co
hoi thit hai vay.
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Thalia quy xu6ng bén t6i. Co dy dat tay 1én vai bé. “Nhéc tén gi?”

“Annabeth.”

T6i khong thé khong mim cuwdi. Toi chwa bao gio nghe thay cai tén nhw
thé, nhung né kha la hay, va n6 cé vé hgp vadi bé con. “Tén dep lam,” t6i bao
nhoc. “Anh bdo em diéu nay nhé, Annabeth. Em kha 1a hung di* day. Bon
anh c6 thé dung mat chién binh nhw em.”

D6i mat bé con md 16n. “That sao?”

“0, ding thé,” tdi nghiém tic néi. Roi toi swe nghi ra mdt chuyén. Toi
dwa tay tim con dao gam cua Hal va rut n6 ra khéi that lung. N6 sé bdo vé
cho chii nhan ctia né, Hal tirng néi. Ong da nhan dugc né tir cd bé ma ong
cttu mang. Gio dinh ménh da cho ching t6i co hoi dé ctitu mot c6 bé khac.

“Em c6 thich vii khi thye s dé chém quai vat khong?” téi héi nhoc. “Day
la dong Celestial. Hiéu qua hon nhiéu so v&i mot cai bua day.”

Annabeth cam ldy con dao va sam soi n6 v6i vé ton sung. Toi biét... nhéc
cung lam chi méi c6 bdy tudi. Téi nghi gi ma dwa cho nhéc vii khi chir?
Nhung bé con la mot 4 than. Chung t6i phai biét tw bdo vé minh. Hercules
méi bé xiu xiu da siét chét hai con ran trong n6i. Bén nam 1én chin, t6i da
tirng chién dau vo so lan dé citu 1dy mang minh. Annabeth c6 thé st dung vii
khi roi.

“Dao chi danh cho céac chién binh qua cdm nhat va nhanh nhen nhat,” t6i
bdo nhoc. Giong t6i nghen lai khi nhé dén Hal Green va cach ong ay hy sinh
dé cttu chung t6i. “Ching khong c6 tam tan cong hay sitc manh cia mot
thanh kiém, nhuwng chiing rat dé cat giau va c6 thé tim thay diém yéu trén bo
giap cta ké thu em. Mot chién binh thong minh mdi c6 thé st dung dao.
Truc giac mach bao cho anh biét em kha thng minh.”

Annabeth cudi rang rd vdi t6i, va ngay lic do, moi rac roi ctua t6i duong
nhv tan bién. T6i thdy minh da lam dwgc mot diéu ding dan. T6i thé véi
chinh minh rang sé khong bao gid dé bé con gap nguy hiém.

“Em thong minh ma!” nhéc noi.
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Thalia bat cudi va vo téc Annabeth. C¢ nhu vay — chung t6i c6 thém mot
ngwoi dong hanh méi.

“T6t hon hét ching ta nén 1én dwong théi, Annabeth,” Thalia néi. “Bon
chi c6 mot nai tra an an toan trén song James. Bon chi sé 1ay cho em it quan
ao va thic an.”

Nu cuwoi trén mat Annabeth nhat di. Trong gidy lat, anh mat nhéc lai trong
vé dit doi. “Hai nguoi... hai nguoi sé khong mang em quay vé nha chit?
Htra nhé?”

T6i nudt cuc nghen trong c6 xuéng. Annabeth con qué nho, nhung nhéc
da hoc dugc mot bai hoc cay dang, cling nhw Thalia va t6i. Cac bac phu
huynh da bo roi ching t6i. Cac vi than nhan tam, tan nhan va lanh lung. Cac
a than chi con biét niwong tira nhau.

Toi dat tay 1én vai Annabeth. “Gio em la mot thanh vién trong gia dinh
chting ta. Va anh hira anh sé khong bo roi em nhw nguoi than cua ching ta
da lam. bong y khong?”

“Pong y!” bé con hanh phtic néi, tay gitt chat con dao gam mdi.

Thalia nhat ngon gido 1én. C6 &y mim cwdi tan thanh véi t6i. “Gio thi di
thoi. Ching ta khong thé dirng & day qua lau!”

Vay nén gio t6i dang lam nhiém vu canh gac va viét vao cudn nhat ky ctia
Halcyon Green — gio la nhat ky cua toi.

Chtng t6i dang cam trai trong canh ritng phia nam Richmond. Ngay mai,
ching toi sé di vé phia song James va bé sung thém nhu yéu pham. Sau
do... toi khong biét nita. Toi van dang nghi vé cac 10i tién tri ctia Hal Green.
Mot cam gidc dang sg de nang lén nguc toi. Twong lai cta toi cé gi do rat
den t6i. C6 thé né la mot con duwong dai vo tan, nhung né lai giong nhw mot
con mua bao day sdm sét ¢ phia chan trdi khuéch tan khong khi vay. Toi chi
hy vong minh c6 da sttc manh dé cham lo cho cac ban minh.

Nhin Thalia va Annabeth cuén minh ndm nga bén déng ltra, t6i thiy kinh
ngac la nét mdt ho méi binh than lam sao. Néu t6i sap dong vai tro la “cha”
cua hai c6 gai, toi phai xing dang vdi sy tin twdng cua ho. Khong ai trong
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chuing t6i gap may véi cha minh. T6i phai lam t6t hon thé. Co6 1€ to6i méi chi
muoi bon, nhung chang thé 1ay diéu do ra lam ly do bién hd. To6i phéi gan
két sao cho moi ngudi trong gia dinh méi sat canh bén nhau.

T6i nhin vé huéng bac. T6i muwong twong xem tinh tir ddy minh sé phai
mat bao 1au mégi dén dwgc nha me to6i & Westport, Connecticut. Toi tw héi
vao luc nay me t6i dang lam gi. Khi t6i roi di, kha nang nhan thirc caa ba
dang trong tinh trang rat kém...

Nhuwng t6i khong thay c6 16i khi rgi bo ba ay. To6i budc phdi lam thé. Néu
c6 bao gio toi gap dugc cha minh, ching t6i sé ndi vé chuyén nay.

Ngay ltic nay, t6i sé chi phai song s6t nhw moi ngay. Toi sé viét nhat ky
khi c6 co hoi, du t6i hoai nghi chang biét mai nay c6 ai doc dwgc né khong.

Thalia dang tré ngwoi day. Gio dén lugt gac cia co dy. Oa, tay ti dau
nhirc. Toi da khong viét gi trong mét thoi gian dai. Tot hon hét 1a t6i nén di
ngu, va hy vong la khong ndm mong thdy giac mo nao.

Luke Castellan — gio sé dung but day.
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2. PERCY JACKSON VA CAY QUYEN
TRUONG CUA THAN HERMES

/ANNABETH VA TOI PANG NGHi NGOI & khu vuc Great Lawn
trong cong vién Central Park thi dot nhién c6 dy hoi toi.

“Cau quén roi phai khong?”

To6i roi vao tinh trang bao dong khan. Ban sé dé hot hoang khi ban 1la mot
cau ban trai m@gi. T6i thtra nhan 1a minh da cung Annabeth chién dau véi la
qudi vat trong nhiéu nam qua. Chung t6i da sat canh bén nhau dwong dau
vGi con phan nd cta cac vi than. Ching t6i da danh nhau véi cac Titan va
binh than d6i mat vGi cai chét v6 sé lan. Nhung hién tai ching t6i dang hen
ho, va chi can c6 ay cau may mot cai la t6i lai so chét khiép. Toi da lam gi
sai nao?
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T6i tham nham lai danh sach d6 dung danh cho budi pic-nic: Khan trai?
Tic. Mon pizza c6 thém 06-liu an kem yéu thich cia Annabeth? Tic. Keo bo
cing phu so-co-la ti civa hang La Maison du Chocolat? Tic. Nuw6c so-da pha
chanh mat lanh? Tic. Cac vii khi phong khi ngay tan thé trong truyén thuyét
ctia nguwoi Hy Lap dot nhién xdy dén? Tic.

Vay toi da quén gi nhi?

T6i chgt mudn (chi mot ldc théi) nghi ra diéu gi do dé lira déi cod ay. Co
hai diéu da ngan t6i lam thé. Th nhat, t6i khong mudn n6i do6i Annabeth.
Tht hai, c6 ay qua thong minh. C6 ay nhin thau t6i ngay ay chit.

Vi vay, t6i da lam viéc ma minh lam t6t nhat. T6i ngdy nguwdi nhin co ay
va khong noi tiéng nao.

Annabeth trgn tron mat. “Percy, h6m nay la ngay mudi tam thang Chin.
Chinh xac thi diéu gi da xay ra cach day mot thang ha?”

“Sinh nhat cua tG,” toi dap.

Pay la mot cau trd 10i ding: ngay muwoi tam thang Tam. Nhung xét theo
biéu cdm trén mat Annabeth, thi d6 khong phai la cau tra 10i ma c6 &y muoén
nghe.

Dau vay toi van nghi hom nay Annabeth trong that xinh dep. C6 dy dang
mac chiéc 40 phéng mau cam cua trai va quan soéc, nhwng hai canh tay va
do6i chan ram nang cua c6 ay dwong nhu birng sang dwéi anh mat trdi, con
mai toc vang thi trai dai trén bo vai. Trén c6, co dy deo mét sgi day da xau
cac hat da mau cta Trai Con Lai - trai huan luyén 4 than cua ching t6i. B6i
mat xam dang sang chéi nhw moi khi. Toi chi wéc gi cai nhin hung div do
khong chia thang vao minh.

Toi ¢ nghi lai cho k. Mot thang trwedc, ching t6i da danh bai tén Titan
Kronos. C6 4y mudn nhac dén chuyén dé chang? Roi Annabeth gianh ngay
l1ay quyén chu dong.

“Nu hon dau tién cta ching ta, Oc Tao Bién a,” cd dy n6i. “Hom nay la
ngay ching ta ky niém mot thang quen nhau.”
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“A... phai r6i!” Trong dau toi lai nghi: Moi ngudi c6 dn mirng nhitng dip
nhu thé w? Minh phdi nhé hét cdc ngay sinh nhdt, 1€ 1oc va tdt tan tat cdc
ngay ky niém sao?

To6i c6 mim cuwoi. “D6 1a ly do cho budi pic-nic tuyét voi nay, ding
khong?”

Co ay ngoi xép bang lai. “Percy... td thich di pic-nic. That ddy. Nhung t6i
nay cau da hita danh cho té mot budi an toi dac biét bén ngoai trai. Nhé
khong? Khong phdéi t6& mong cho gi, nhung cau cé noi cau da lén ké hoach
mot vai tht. Vay...?”

Giong c6 ay nghe day hy vong, nhung cling khong kém phan hoai nghi.
Co dy dang doi t6i thira nhan mot diéu ré6 nhw ban ngay rang: t6i da quén
mat tiéu. Théi xong roi. Toi la mot cau ban trai that bai ma.

Pting chi vi tdi dd quén ma cdc ban xem nhuw do6 la didu hiéu rang t6i
khong quan tdm gi dén Annabeth nhé. Thanh that ma n6i, mét thang & bén
co ay vira roi qua that rat tuyét. Nhuwng mot budi toi dac biét thi... t6i da deé
cap dén vu do6 lic nao nhi? C6 1€ l1a sau khi Annabeth hén t6i, vi viéc d6 da
lam cho tam tri t6i m& mit. C6 16 mot vi than Hy Lap nao do6 da cai trang
thanh t6i va hita hen véi c6 dy nhw mot tro choi kham. Hoac c6 18, toi chi la
mot anh ban trai toi té.

P4 dén liic phai thii nhan. T6i hing giong. “A thi...”

Mot vét sang dot ngot xudt hién lam t6i 16a mat, nhw thé ai dé vira chiéu
guwong vao mat t6i. Toi nhin xung quanh va thdy mot chi€c xe giao hang
mau nau dau ngay gitra bai co, noi khong duwgc phép dau xe. Trén hong xe la
dong chir:

CHUNG TOI LA CHUNG SA RUOT

Cho da... xin 16i. T6i mac chitng khé doc. T6i nheo mat nhin va nghi
chac la dong chit trén nén doc thé nay:

CHUYEN PHAT NHANH HERMES

“O tuyét,” toi 1am bam. “Ching ta c6 thw.”
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“Gl cag?” Annabeth hoi.

Téi chi vao chiéc xe. Vién tai xé& budc ra ngoai. Ong van dong phuc gom
4o so-mi va quan sodc ltrng mau nau, chan di tat va giay dinh den sanh diéu.
Mai téc mudi tiéu quan tit 16 ra quanh mép chiéc mi lwdi trai cling mau nau.
Trong ong khodng ba muoi 1am tudi, nhung ti kinh nghiém, t6i biét dich xac
ong da nam ngan nam tram tudi roi.

Than Hermes. St gid dua tin cta cac vi than. M6t ngwoi ban ddc biét,
ngwoi phan phoi cac nhiém vu mang tinh chat anh hung va thwdong gay ra
cac con dau nita dau.

Ong c6 vé budn ba. Ong cit vd vao may tii quan va vo dau bit tai mai. C6
1é 6ng da danh mat thit gi quan trong hoac 6ng da uéng qua nhiéu ca phé
espresso & tiém Starbucks trén dinh Olympus. Cudi cung, 6ng nhin thdy t6i
va vay tay ra hiéu, Lai ddy nao!

Hanh dong ay co6 thé mang nhiéu nghia. Néu 6ng dang dich than chuyén
mot tin nhan ti* cac vi than, thi day 1a mot tin xau. Néu 6ng mudn t6i lam gi
do, no cling chang phai la chuyén hay ho. Nhung vi xét thdy ong vira méi
cttu nguy cho t6i khoi viéc gidi thich véi Annabeth, t6i thay minh chang cé
gi phai ban tam.

“Nguoi nay vo cong roi nghé that day.” To6i co noéi véi giong day tiéc
nuoi, nhu thé khong phai méong minh vira bi kéo ra khoi vi nwéng. “Chung ta
nén xem 6ng ay muon gi.”

Ban chao dén mot vi than nhw thé nao? Néu c6 mot hwdéng dan 1€ nghi, thi
han la t6i chuwa doc qua né. To6i khong chac la minh liéu c6 nén bat tay, quy
xubng, cui dau chao va hét 1én, “Chuing t6i khong xing dang!” hay khong.

Toi biét so v&i phan 1én cac vi than trén dinh Olympus thi than Hermes tt
té hon nhiéu. Nhiéu nam qua, 6ng da gidip t6i mot vai lan. Tiéc 1a mua he
nam ngodi to6i da danh nhau vdi con trai 4 than cua ong ay, Luke, ngudi bi
Titan Kronos du do, trong mdt cudc chién séng con vi van ménh cua thé
gigi. Cai chét ctia Luke khong phai hoan toan la 16i ctia t6i, nhwng né van
dat ra mo6t rao can trong moi quan hé gitra toi vGi than Hermes.
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T6i quyét dinh md& 101 that don gian. “Xin chao.”

Than Hermes lwét mat nhin khap cong vién c nhw sg bi trong thay. Toi
khong 1o vi sao 6ng lai ban tam dén chuyén d6. Thuong thi cac vi than vo
hinh v&i nguwdi pham. Chang cé ai trén bai c6 chd y dén chiéc xe giao hang
ca.

Than Hermes liéc nhin Annabeth r6i lai nhin t6i. “Ta khong biét c6 nhéc
nay sé ¢ day. Co ta phai thé la sé gitt mom gitt miéng day.”

Annabeth khoanh tay lai. “C6 nhdéc nay c6 thé nghe thay nhitng gi 6ng néi
day. Va trudce khi toi thé thot bat ct diéu gi, tot hon hét 6ng nén cho ching
toi biét c6 chuyén gi da.”

T6i khong nghi 1a minh da ting trong thay mot vi than bon chon lo sg.
Than Hermes vén mot lon téc bac quin tit ra sau tai. Ong lai v vao tdi quan
mot lan nita. Doi tay 6ng dwong nhu khong biét phai lam gi.

Ong nhich nguoi t6i trudc va thap giong néi. “Y ta la thé do, co nhoc.
Néu nhitng 10i nay dén dugc tai Athena, ba dy sé chong gheo ta mai cho
xem. Ba ay luén nghi minh théng minh hon ta nhiéu.”

“Dung thé ma,” Annabeth néi. D1 nhién la ¢6 dy cé thanh kién r6i. N
than Athena la me co ay.

Than Hermes tritng mat nhin c6. “Hita nhé. Truwdc khi ta gidi thich sai lam
ctia minh, ca hai dita phai hiva gitt im lang day.”

T6i chgt nhan ra mét chuyén. “Cay quyeén tregng ctia 6ng dau?”

Mat than Hermes giat giat. Trong ong nhu thé sap khoc vay.

“Qi thanh than oi,” Annabeth néi. “Ong da Iam mdt cy quyén truong
sao?”

“Ta khong lam mat!” than Hermes bat lai. “N6 da bi an cap. Va ta c6 bao
co giup dau, co nhoc!”

“T6t,” c6 ay nbi. “Vay thi tw di ma gidi quyét rac roi cia 6ng nhé. i théi,
Percy. Chung ta roi khoi day thoi.”
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Than Hermes cau nhau. To6i nhan ra c6 1€ minh sé phai cham dit cudc
chién gitta mot vi than bat tir va ban gai t6i, va t6i thi lai khong mudn ding
vé phia phe nao trong cudc chién dé.

Mot ti thong tin ngoai 1é nhé: Annabeth da tirng di day di d6 cung véi
Luke, con trai than Hermes. Qua thoi gian, Annabeth da phai long Luke. Khi
Annabeth 16n hon, Luke ciing c6 tinh cdm v6i c6 dy. Roi Luke tré thanh ké
xau. Than Hermes trach méc Annabeth vi da khong ngan Luke bién chat.
Annabeth d6 16i cho than Hermes vi 6ng la mot ngudi cha t6i va chinh 6ng
da tao co hdi cho Luke thanh ra nhw vay ngay tw lic dau. Luke da chét trong
cudc chién. Than Hermes va Annabeth quay sang d6 16i cho nhau.

Choang nhi? Chao mirng dén thé gigi cna toi.

Dau sao thi t6i cling doan duwgc moi viéc sé trd nén xau di néu hai nguoi
kia gian dién 1én, vi thé t6i choi liéu, chen vao gitta hai ngudi ho.
“Annabeth, nghe t¢ n6i nay. Chuyén nay cé vé quan trong. Dé t& nghe hét
cdu chuyén cta 6ng dy da nhé, va t& sé quay lai gdp cau & cho pic-nic cda tui
minh nhé, duvgc khong?”

Toi cwdi véi cb ay, nu cudi ma toi hy vong né truyén dat dugc thong diép
kiéu nhu: Nay, cdu biét t& ¢ phe cdu ma. Cdc vi than la nhitng tén ngoc!
Nhung cdu c6 thé lam dugc gi nao?

Chac la biéu cadm trén mat t6i lai trong nhw vay: Chuyén nay khong phdi
la [0i cua té dau ddy! Lam on dirng giét to!

Trwdc khi c6 ay kip phan doi hay gay cho t6i nhitng ton hai vé thé xac, t6i
tom lay canh tay cta than Hermes. “Chuing ta hdy vao van phong ctia 6ng
nao.”

Than Hermes va to6i ngoi & sau xe giao hang, trén hai cai thung c6 dan
nhan RAN POC. CAI NAY XONG ROI. C6 1& day khong phai 1a chd ngbi
tot nhat, nhung n6 con to6t hon nhiéu so véi vai thung khac, nhitng cai dugc
dan nhdn THUOC NO, KHONG NGOI LEN, va TRUNG DRAKON,
KHONG PUQC CAT GAN THUOC NO.

“Vay chuyén gi da xdy ra?” toi hoi ong ay.
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Than Hermes ngdi sup xuéng dong thiing can giao. Ong nhin chdm chim
vao hai ban tay trong khong cta minh. “Ta chi bé lai chiing trong mot phut.”

“Chiing...” t6i néi. “O, George and Martha?”

Than Hermes gat dau, té vé day chan nan.

George va Martha la hai con ran quan quanh cay y hiéu cta 6ng dy — cay
quyeén trugng quyén nang. Chac cac ban da tirng bat gap hinh anh cua cay y
hiéu trong cac bénh vién, vi n6 thuwong dwgc dung lam biéu twgng cua gidi
bac si. (Han Annabeth sé tranh cai va néi toan bd chuyén nay la mdt quan
niém sai lam. Y hiéu d6 duwgc cho la quyén tregng cta than y hoc Asclepius
mai dang, van van. Gi cling dugc.)

Toi kha 1a thich George va Martha. T6i c6 cam giac than Hermes ciing
thé, mac du 6ng luén cdi nhau véi ching.

“Ta dd mac mot sai lam ngu ngoc,” 6ng lam bam. “Ta bi tré mot chuyén
giao hang. Ta da ngung xe & Trung Tam Rockefeller va dang giao mot thung
tham chui chan cho Janus thi...”

“Janus,” t6i néi. “Anh chang hai mat, vi than git ctra ay a.”

“Pung, dung. Cau ta lam viéc ¢ do6. Dai truyén hinh.”

“T6i c6 nghe 1am khéng?” Lan cudi cung téi gap Janus, ong ta & trong
mot mé cung ma thudt chét ngudi, va trai nghiém dé khong mdy dé chiu.

Than Hermes trgn tron mat. “Chac chan la cau c6 xem truyén hinh gan
day roi day. Ro rang la ho khong biét khi nao ching bat dau hay cham dut.
Do la vi Janus chiu trach nhiém 1ap chwong trinh. Cau ta thich xép dat cac
chwong trinh méi va hiy ching sau hai phan. Xét cho cung thi cau ta la vi
than cta sy khdi dau va két thic ma li. Du sao thi khi dé ta dang mang cho
cau ta vai tam tham chui chan cé phép thuat, va ta di do xe canh mdt xe
khac...”

“Ong lo lang vé viéc do xe canh mot xe khac sao?”
“Cau c6 dé cho ta ké xong cau chuyén khong?”

“Xin 16i.”
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“Vi thé ta da dé cay y hiéu ctia minh 1én trén thanh chan bun va bé cai
thung chay vao trong. R6i ta nhan ra Janus can ky nhan hang, vi thé ta quay
lai xe...”

“Va cay y hiéu da bién mat.”

Than Hermes gat dau. “Néu cai ga cuc sic xau xi dé lam ton hai dén
nhitng con ran cua ta, ta thé véi song Styx rang...”

“Khoan da. Ong biét ai 14y cay quyén truong sao?”

Than Hermes khit khit miii. “Di nhién. Ta da kiém tra cac may quay an
ninh trong khu vuc. Ta n6i chuyén véi cac ni¥ than gi6é nita. Lé c6 nhién tén
trom la Cacus.”

“Cacus.” Nhiéu nam qua, t6i da c6 théi quen té ra ngu ngo khi moi ngudoi
thot ra nhitng céi tén Hy Lap ma t6i khong biét. D6 la mot ky nang.
Annabeth ctt bdo t6i phdi doc sach vé than thoai Hy Lap, nhung toi thay
khong can thiét. Dé moi nguai giai thich cho ban thi dé hon nhiéu.

“Anh ban cti Cacus,” t6i néi. “Han la t6i c6 biét nguwdi nay...”

“0, hin ta 1a mét tén khong 16,” than Hermes to6 ra coi thuwong. “Mot tén
khong 16 nho thoi, chit khong phai mot trong nhitng ga to con dau.”

“Mot tén khong 16 nho.”

“Pung thé. C6 1€ cao khoang ba mét.”

“Thé thi ding la nhé that,” t6i dong y.

“Han ta la mo6t tén trom khét tiéng. Trudc day da tirng danh cap gia suc
cta Apollo day.”

“T6i twédng 6ng mdbi la nguoi da danh cap gia stc cua than Apollo chit.”

“Um, ding 1a thé. Nhung ta da 1am diéu dé trude, va cé phong cach hon
nhiéu. Dau sao thi Cacus ciing luon trém vat dung cta cac vi than. Buwc minh
lam. Han thwong trén trong mdt cai hang trén Doi Capitoline, noi thanh
Rome dugce hinh thanh. Ngay nay, hdn & Manhattan. O dau d6 dwéi mit dat,
ta chac thé.”
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T6i hit mot hoi that sau. T6i da nhan ra chuyén nay sé di dén dau. “Gio
ong sé giai thich cho t6i ly do tai sao 6ng, mot vi than day quyén nang,
khong thé ty di 14y lai cay quyén trwong ctia minh ma lai can t6i, mot thang
nhoc muoi sau tudi, lam chuyén do6 gitp ong.”

Than Hermes nghiéng dau. “Percy nay, diéu cdu vira ndi nghe c nhw
dang mia mai ta dy. Cau thira biét l1a cac vi than khong thé di khap noi huyén
nao va lat tung cac thanh phd cta con nguwdi dé tim kiém cac vat that lac.
Néu bon ta lam vay, New York sé bi huy diét moi khi Aphrodite lam mat
lwge chai téc, va tin ta di, chuyén dé xdy ra nhuw’ com bira. Bon ta can cac
anh hung gitp may viéc lat vat kiéu nhw thé.”

“Um-htm. Va néu éng tv minh di tim cay quyén trwong thi c6 18 1a hoi
xau ho nhi.”

Than Hermes biu moi. “Dugc roi. Buing thé. Cac vi than khac chac chan
sé chu y dén diéu dé. Ta, vi than cta ké trom, lai bi an trom. Va cdy y hiéu,
néi khong hon khong kém, 1a biéu twgng sitc manh cta ta! Ta sé bi ché nhao
trong hang thé ky cho ma xem. Chi md&i nghi thé thoi ta cling da thiy kinh
lam ro6i. Viéc nay can dugc gidi quyét lang 1€ va nhanh chéng trudce khi ta tré
thanh tro cwoi cho ca Olympus.”

“Vay... ong muon ching t6i tim tén khong 16, 1ay lai cdy y hiéu va trad né
vé cho 6ng. Mot cach kin dao.”

Than Hermes mim cuwdi. “Mot 10i dé nghi dé thwong ddy! Cam on nhé.
Va ta can né tredc nam gio chiéu nay dé ta c6 thé két thic viéc giao hang.
Cay y hiéu d6 dugc dung lam bang ky tén, thiét bi GPS, dién thoai, gidy
phép do xe, may nghe nhac iPod Shuffle cia ta — that ddy, ta khong thé lam
gi khi thiéu né.”

“Nam gi0.” Tuy khong deo dong ho nhung t6i kha chac gid it nhat da la
mot gid chidu. “Ong c6 thé néi cu thé hon vé noi Cacus dang an nap
khong?”

Than Hermes nhuin vai. “Ta tin chac cau sé doan ra noi d6. Va mot 1oi
canh bao nhé: Cacus biét phun Itra day.”
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“Téat nhién,” toi noi.

“Va nhé lvu tam dén cdy y hiéu nhé. Bau muat cay gay co6 thé bién con
nguoi thanh da day. Ta da tirng lam vay vé6i Battus, mot ké v6 cung ba hoa
chich choe... nhung ta chac la cau sé can than. Va di nhién cau sé giit kin
diéu nay nhw la m6t bi mat nho nho cua hai ta nhé.”

Ong mim cudi that quyén rii. T6i lién twdng dng ay vira méi de doa sé
bién minh thanh da néu t6i hé rang vd&i ai vé vu trom.

T6i nudt xudng vi mun cwa trong miéng minh. “Di nhién.”

“Vay cau sé giap ta chi?”

Mot y twong xuat hién trong dau téi. Puing vay — thinh thodng toi lai ndy
ra vai ba y twong.

“Thé néu chiing ta trao doi thi sao nhi?” t6i ggi y. “Toi giip ong gii
quyét tinh hudng xau ho cta 6ng; 6ng giup toi gidi quyét viéc cda t6i.”

Than Hermes nhwén may. “Cau c6 gi nao?”

“Ong 1a vi than cta nhitng ngudi du hanh, ding khong?”

“Di nhién.” To6i n6i cho 6ng dy nghe minh muén thwdng gi.

Tam trang cua toi da tot hon khi toi gap lai Annabeth. To6i da sap xép gap
than Hermes & Trung tam Rockefeller tré nhat la vao lic nam gig, va sau dé
chiéc xe giao hang ctia 6ng bién mat trong mot quang sang. Annabeth doi t6i
& cho pic-nic, hai tay khoanh lai, c6 vé rat tirc gian.

“Vay?” c6 ay gang hoi.

“Tin tot.” Toi ké véi co ay nhitng gi ching t6i phai lam.

Co ay da khong tat toi, nhung trong c6 dy muon lam thé lam. “Sao viéc
lan theo dau mot tén khong 16 biét phun Itta lai 1a mot tin tot ché? Va vi sao
t¢ lai phdi gitip than Hermes?”

“Ong ay khong té dén thé,” t6i néi. “Ngoai ra, hai con rn vo tdi dang gip
rac roi. Geogre va Martha at phai sg lam...”
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“Pay c6 phai la mot tro dua tinh vi khong?” c6 hoi. “Hay noi vdi té la cau
da 1én ké hoach vu nay véi than Hermes, va that ra ching ta sé di dén mot
bita tiéc that kinh ngac cho ngay ky niém ctia chung ta.”

“Um... O, khong phai dau. Nhung sau dé, t6 hita...”

Annabeth gio tay Ién. “Cau dé thwong va t6t bung lam, Percy a. Nhung
lam on... dirng hita gi nita nhé. Ching ta chi viéc di tim tén khong 16 do
th6i.”

Co ay x€p gon khan trai lai, nhét n6 vao ba-16 va cat hét thirc an di. Buon
that... vi téi hau nhw chwa duwgc an miéng pizza nao. Thit duy nhat Annabeth
dé ra ngoai la cai khién cua c6 ay.

Giong nhu rat nhiéu cac vat dung cé phép thuat khac, né dugce thiét ké
bién thanh mot vat nhé hon dé tién mang theo. Cai khién co lai c& bang
chiéc dia, vat ma ching t6i vira mdi dung xong. Rat tuyét dé bay mén pho
mat va banh quy gion.

Annabeth phui cac manh vun trén dé di va quang cai dia 1én khong trung.
Vilra xoay tron né vira bung mé ra. Lic dap xuong bai co, n6 da la mot cai
khién déng c6 kich thudc hoan chinh, trén bé mat bong loang ctia n6 in hinh
nen troi.

Cai khién tirng rat c6 ich trong cudc chién vdi cac Titan, nhung t6i khong
chac hién tai n6 gitup dugc gi cho ching toi.

“Cai do chi hién ra cac hinh anh ¢ trén troi thoi phai khong?” toi hoi.
“Cacus dugc cho la & dwdi long dat.”

Annabeth nhtin vai. “Cling dang dé th chi¢. Khién, t& muén thay Cacus.”

Anh sang gon lan tdn kh3p bé mit bing dong.

Thay vi hinh dnh phan chiéu, tr6c mat ching t6i la canh cac nha kho xap
x€ va nhitng con dwong 16 cho 6 ga. Mot thap nwdc cii k§ vieon 1én trén tang
khong khi mo swong ctia thanh pho.

Annabeth khit mii. “Cai khién ngu ngoc nay cling c6 khiéu hai hwéc nhi.”

“Y cau la sao?” toi hoi.
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“Do6 la Secaucus, bang New Jersey. Hay doc cai bién trén thap nwdc di.”
Co ay go lén mat khién dong. “Dugc r6i, vui lam day khién. Gid t& mudn
nhin thay — y t& 1a cho t& biét vi tri ctia tén khong 16 biét phun lita Cacus.”

Hinh anh lai thay doi.

Lan nay t6i nhin thdy mot quang canh quen thudc cia Manhattan: cac khu
nha kho da duwoc nang cap, dwong pho lat gach, mot khach san 6p kinh va
con duwong sat don cao bién thanh mot cong vién day cdy xanh va hoa dai.
Toi nhG cach day vai nam, khi n6 khai trtong, me va cha dugng da dwa toi
dén do.

“P¢ la cong vién High Line,” t6i n6i. “O’ quan Meatpacking.”

“Um,” Annabeth dong y. “Nhung tén khéng 16 dau roi?”

Co0 ay nhiu may tap trung. Cai khién phéng to ra hinh anh mot dwong giao
nhau bi chan béi cac chuwéng ngai vat mau cam va cac bién hiéu duong
vong. Cac thiét bi xay dung nam bat dong dwdi bong ram cia High Line.
Trén duwong la mot hoé vuong 16n, dugc rao lai bang bang keo vang ctia canh
sat. Hoi nwdc tr miéng ho bdc 1én ngun ngut.

Toi gdi gai dau. “Sao canh sat lai phong téa mot cai hod trén dwong nhi?”

“Té nhd ra roi,” Annabeth néi. “Trong ban tin ngay hom qua cé nhac
dén.”

“T6¢ khong xem phan tin tirc.”

“Mot thg xay bi thwong. Mot tai nan ky quai nao d6 da dién ra dudi mat
dat. Ho dang dao mot dwong ham bdo dudng mdi hay dai loai thé thi mot
ngon lira dot nhién xuat hién.”

“Lita a,” t0i no6i. “Co 1€ 1a mot tén khong 16 phun ra liva chang?”

“Nghe c6 ly day,” c6 dy dong y. “Con nguoi sé khong hiéu chuyén gi
dang xdy ra. Man Swong Mu sé che khuat nhitng gi ho that si thdy. Han ho
nghi tén khong 16 la — t& khong biét nita — mot vu nd do 10 ri khi gas hay dai
loai thé.”

“Vay chung ta hay bat mot chiéc taxi nao.”
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Annabeth nhin khap bai cé, vé nuéi tiéc. “Ngay nang dep dau tién sau
nhiéu tuan, va ban trai t6i muon dwa t6i dén mot cai hang nguy hiém dé danh
nhau v&i mot tén khong 16 biét phun Itra.”

“Cau that tuyét,” toi noi.

“Té biét,” Annabeth néi. “T6t hon hét cau nén 1én ké hoach cho diéu gi
dé tuyét voi vao bira toi di.”

Taxi tha ching t6i xuéng duong West 15th. Pho x4 6n a véi am thanh caa
nhitng ngudi ban dao bén 1é duwong, cong nhan, cac cita hang va khach du
lich. Tai sao mot noi nhw Quan Meatpacking lai bong tré thanh mot khu viee
tu tdp dwgc wa thich thi t6i khong chac lam. Nhung do6 1a diéu tuyét voi &
New York. Thanh pho luén thay déi. Hinh nhw dén ca bon quai vat cling
muon cw ngu tai day.

Chung t6i di dén cong trwong xay dung. Hai canh sat dang ding tai
dwong giao nhau, nhung ho da khong chu y gi dén khi ching t6i di thang 1én
via hé va roi lui lai, ndp vao dang sau cac chwéng ngai vat.

Cai ho trén dwong xap xi chitng m6t canh cira gara. Gian 6ng duwgc co
dinh phia trén né bang mot hé thong day toi nao do, va cac thanh ngang cta
mot cai thang kim loai duwgc budc chat vao mot bén miéng hé dan xubng
dudi.

“Co y twong gi khong?” toi hoi Annabeth.

T6i doan la minh sé phai héi. La con gai caa nit than théng thai va chién
lwge, Annabeth thich viéc 1ap cac ké hoach.

“Chung ta leo xudng dudi,” c6 ay noéi. “Tim tén khong 16. Lay lai cdy y
hiéu.”

“0,” t6i n6i. “Ca hai déu khon ngoan va mang tinh chién lwgc.”

“Cau im miéng di.”

Chung t6i leo qua cac chwdéng ngai vat, luén qua dam bang canh bao va
lén dén cho cai ho. To6i than trong nhin vé phia nhan vién canh sat, nhung ho
khong quay qua day. Viéc 1én vao bén trong mot cai ho dang boc hoi day rai
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ro nam ngay giita mot con dwong giao nhau cia New York dé dang dén mic
lo ngai.

Chung t6i leo xudng. Va leo xudng.

Cai thang dwong nhw dan xuéng mdi. O 4nh ning xuyén qua céi hé trén
dau ching t6i ngay mot nho hon va nho hon cho dén khi n6 chi bang mét cai
tem thuw. T6i khong con nghe thiy tiéng xe co lwu théng trong thanh pho
nita, chi con lai tiéng vong ctia nhitng giot nwdc dang nho giot xuong. C&
moi sdu mét hay khoang thé lai c6 mot ngon den lap loe m@ do bén canh cai
thang, nhung duwong di xuéng van t6i tam va lam ngudi ta sén gai oc.

Ang chitng ring dudng ham dang théng ra phia sau lung minh tao thanh
mot noi rong hon rat nhiéu, t6i van tap trung vao cai thang, c6 khong giam
1én hai tay Annabeth vi c0 ay dang leo xuéng bén dwdi toi. Toi khong nhan
ra ching t6i da dén dwgc day ho cho dén khi t6i nghe thay tiéng nwéc ban
tung tde tu giay co.

“Hephaestus than thanh o1i,” c6 kéu 1én. “Percy, xem nay.”

Toi dap xubng ngay sau c6 dy trén mot viing can nho toan bun. Xoay
nguoi sang, toi nhan ra chiung t6i dang ding trong mot cai hang co kich
thudc cd mot nha may. Puong ham noi chiing t6i vira leo xuoéng trong nhw
mot ong khoi hep. Cac birc twong da tua tda cap, duwong ong va cac hang
gach cii — c6 thé 1a phan moéng cta nhitng toa nha cii. May ong nudc, cé khi
da tirng la dwong cong, bi v@, tao ra mot tia nwdc phun déu déu doc theo cac
bttc twong, lam san nha trd nén lay 16i. T6i khong muén biét trong dong
nudc do co gi.

O day ching may sang sta, con cai hang thi giéng nhu duwoc pha tap gitta
cong trinh xay dung va chg trdi. Nam rdi rac khap hang la cac sot, thung
dung cu, cac tdm go nang hang va may chong ong thép. Tham chi c6 ca mat
chiéc xe i dat bi lin phan nita trong dong bun.

Con ky la hon la: vai chiéc xe hoi cii, khong biét bang cach nao da duoc
mang ti* trén mat dat xuong day, chiéc nao chiéc ndy chat day va-li va hang
déng vi tién. Cac gia 4o quan bi quang btra bai khap noi nhw thé ai d6 da don
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sach mot ctta hang bach hoa vay. Té hon cd, dang treo ling lang trén nhitng
cai méc thit ® m6t gian gido bang thép khong gi 1a mot day thit bo song — da
16t da, moi rudt va san sang dé dwa di ban. Can c? theo mui va dam rudi thi
ching khong phai la thit méi. Canh twgng nay suyt thi bién t6i thanh nguoi
an kiéng, ngoai tru su that kho chiu la t6i thich mén hamburger thit bam pho
mat.

Chang c6 dau hiéu nao cta tén khong 16. T6i hy vong han ta khong & nha.
R6i Annabeth chi vé phia xa xa cu6i hang. “Co 1€ la & dwdi do.”

Hudéng thang vao trong béng t6i la mot dwong ham véi duong kinh sau
mét, nhw thé do mot con ran khéng 16 tao ra. O... mot y nghi khong hay ho
chut nao.

T6i khong thich di chuyén sang phia bén kia hang dong, dac biét la phai
di qua chg trdi no véi day may méc hang nang va xac ciia may con bo.

“Sao tdt cd nhitng tht d6 xudng dugce dwdi nay nhi?” Téi nhitng mudn
huyt gié, nhung lai s¢ giong minh vang vong khap cai hang.

Annabeth xem xét ti mi xung quanh. Hién nhién c6 dy khong thich nhitng
gi minh vira thdy. “At 1a ho da kéo tirng phan nhé clia cai may ui xuéng va
lap rap né dudi nay,” c6 khang dinh. “T'¢ cho d6 la cach hoi xwa ho dao hé
thong tau dién ngam.”

“Thé con nhitng thit khéc thi sao?” t6i héi. “Nhitng chiéc xe 6-t6 va, wm,
mady tang thit ay?”

Co ay cau may. “Vai mén trong giong hang héa ban dao trén he phé. Vi
va ao khoac thi... nhat dinh tén khong 16 da mang ching xuéng day vi ly do
nao do.” Co ay ra hiéu vé phia chiéc xe ui dat. “Trong cai thi d6 giong nhw
vlra trai qua mot cudc chién vay.”

Khi hai mat da quen véi bong téi am dam trong hang, t6i méi hiéu y co6
dy. Dai xich cia c6 may da bi hong. Ghé tai xé bi chay khét let. Phia trudc
gian may, cai lwdi di 16n 16i 16m nhw thé no6 tirng dung phai thit gi do... hay
bi dam.
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Bau khong khi tinh lang dén ky quéi. Ngudc nhin 1én dém sang nho trén
dau, t6i thdy hoa ca mat. Sao mdt cai hang to thé nay c6 thé ton tai bén dudi
Manhattan ma khong khién cac khu nha trong thanh phd do sap hay song
Hudson tran vao co cht? Noi chiing to6i hién ditng at phai nam sau dwdi muc
nuwdc bién hang tram mét.

biéu thyce sy khién t6i bat an 1a dwong ham xa xa kia.

T6i khong noi rang minh c6 kha nang danh hoi ra quai vat giong anh ban
than ritng Grover. Nhung dot nhién toi hiéu ra 1y do cau ay ghét viéc & bén
dudi dat. Vi né mang dén cam giac ap bitc va nguy hiém. Cac 4 than khong
thudc vé noi nay. C6 thit gi dé dang dgi ching t6i trong duwdng ham no.

T6i liéc nhin Annabeth, hy vong c6 ay cé y twéng tuyét voi nao d6 — nhw
la bé chay. Thay vao dd, c6 ay bat dau di vé phia cai may ui.

Khi chiing t6i méi ra dén gitta hang thi trong dwong ham vong lai mot
tiéng rén ri. Pung ldc ching t6i vira cli sup nguwdi xuoéng phia sau chiéc xe
ui, tén khong 16 tr trong bong t6i hién ra, dubi dudi hai canh tay khong 16
cua minh.

“An sang,” hin ta quat thdo am lén.

Gio toi da c6 thé quan sat han ta mot cach ro rang, va t6i wdc tha minh
khong thay con hon.

Han ta xau dén mitc nao sao? So sanh thé nay nhé: Secaucus, New Jersey,
trong dep hon tén khong 16 Cacus nhiéu, va dé6 khong phai la 16i khen tang
danh cho ai.

Nhu than Hermes da néi, tén khong 16 cao khodng ba mét, do vay han ta
trong nho con hon vai tén khong 16 ma toi tirng gap. Nhung bu lai, Cacus
sang sua va loe loet. Han ta c6 mai toc xodn tit mau cam, nwdc da xanh mét
va nhitng vét tan nhang cling mau cam. Khu6én mat han ta vénh vénh day vét
ban véi cai biu moéi thuwong truwe, chiéc miii veo vo, doi mat mé 16n va cap
chan may cong vong, vi thé han vira trong giat minh lan c6 vé khong vui.
Han ta van mot cai 4o choang dai mac & nha bang nhung dé, chan di dép 1é
dong bo. Chiéc 4o choang banh ma@, dé 16 ra chiéc quan dui mém mai in hoa
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tiét Valentine va 16ng nguc ram rap mau do/hong/cam ma ban khong thé nao
tim thay trong tu nhién.

Annabeth khé non ge. “Mot tén khong 16 mau hoe.”

Khong may, tai tén khong 16 rat thinh. Han ta cau may va quét mat nhin
khap cai hang, sau tap trung vao cho ching t6i dang nap.

“Ai & dang d6?” han ta rong lén. “Cac nguai... nap sau xe 0i.”

Annabeth va t6i bon mat nhin nhau. C6 ay nhan nho, Oi.

“Ra day ngay!” tén khong 16 noi. “Ta khong danh gia cao hanh dong 1én
lut dau! Xuat hién di.”

biéu dé nghe kinh khting lam sao. Thé r6i, du gi ching tbi cling da bi 10.
C6 1é tén khong 16 sé lang nghe 1y do, bat ké viéc han dang mac quan dui c6
in hinh Valentine.

To6i 1ay cay but bi cia minh ra va mé nap. Thanh Thuay Triéu bang dong
xudt hién. Annabeth 1y khién va dao gam ra. Chang thi nao trong hai mén
vii khi trong sé gdy de doa v6i mot anh chang to 16n dén thé, tuy nhién,
chiing t6i van cung bwdc ra khai cho nap.

Tén khéng 16 cudi toe toét. “O! Céc & than phai khong nao? Ta muén bita
sang, va thé la hai nguwoi xuat hién sao? Troi kha la chiéu long nguoi ay
nhi.”

“Chung ta khong phai la bita sang cuia nguoi,” Annabeth néi.

“Khong sao?” Tén khong 16 dudi ngudi mot cach lwoi nhac. Hai lan khéi
bay ra tt* miii han. “Ta cho la hai nguoi sé cé vi rat tuyét khi an kem
tortillas, nwdc sot salsa va triing. Mon tritng rdn d than. Chi nghi dén né thoi
cling da khién ta do6i bung r6i!”

Han ung dung di vé phia day thit bo ru6i bu chi chit.

Da day t6i nhon nhao. T6i 1am bam, “O, hin ta that si sé khong...”

Cacus giat lay mot tang thit ra khéi méc. Han ta phun liva 1én d6 — mot
luéng Itra dé ryc lién nau chin thit trong vai gidy nhung duwong nhu hai tay
tén khong 16 chang bi bong gi ca. Khi con bo da gion rum va kéu xéo xeéo,
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Cacus ha ham, miéng mé& rong dén mirc kho tin, va chén sach tang thit chi
v&i ba ca dép by, tinh luén cad xwong va tat cad moi thi.

“U,” Annabeth gwong néi. “Hén ta that sy da 1am thé.”

Tén khong 16 ¢ to. Han ta lau doi tay dinh m& boc khoi 1én do choang va
nhe rang cuwdi voi bon toi. “Vay, néu khong phai la bita an sang thi han cac
nguoi la khach hang ctia ta. Ta c6 thé mang dén gi gitp cac nguoi thay thich
tha day?”

Giong han ta nghe dé chiu va than thién, nhw thé han ta rat vui khi noéi
chuyén vdi ching t6i. Vi diéu d6 va cdi ao choang dai mdac & nha bang
nhung do, han ta gan nhw trong chang dang sg lam. D1 nhién la tri viéc han
cao dén ba mét, phun ra Itra va an nguyén con bo chi bang ba cu ddp.

T6i budc 1én trede. Béao t6i c6 hu cling dwgc, nhung téi muon han ta chd
tam vao toi chr khong phai la Annabeth. Toi nghi do la phép lich sy cia mot
chang trai khi bao vé ban gai minh khéi bi dot ra tro ngay lap tic.

“Um, ding thé,” t6i néi. “Cé khi chiing ta 1a khach hang cua nguoi day.
Nguoi ban gi nao?”

Cacus cudi 16n. “Ta ban gi sao? Moi thi?, & than a! V&i cac mitc gia dai ha
gia, va cac nguoi khong thé kiém dugce cai gia nao thap hon thé dau!” Han ta
khoat tay ra hiéu khip cai hang. “Ta c6 tiii xach hang hiéu ndy, vest Y nay,
Urm... vai thiét bi xay dung, hinh nhw thé, va néu cac nguwoi dang kiém mot
chiéc Rolex thi...”

Han ta m@ banh chiéc 4o choang ra. Mot day dong ho vang va bac sang
lap lanh dwgc gan vao 16p 4o trong.

Annabeth bing tay. “Do6 giad! Ta biét la minh tirng nhin thdy may thi nay
roi. Nguwoi da 1ay ching tiv nhitng nguwdi ban hang rong, phai khéng? Ho
toan lam ra cdc mén hang gia kém chat lvong day.”

Tén khong 16 c6 vé kho chiu. “Khdng phai hodn toan la do gia dau, quy
c6. Ta chi danh cap tht tot nhat! Ta la con trai than Hephaestus ma. Nhin la
ta biét dau la do gia lién.”
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Toi cau may. “Con trai than Hephaestus? Thé chang phai ngwoi nén ché
tao ra do vat chit sao lai di danh cap ching?”

Cacus khit miii. “Qud nhiéu viéc phai lam! Po6i khi, néu tim thay th gi
chat lvong tot, dich than ta sé tao ra cac ban sao. Nhwng phan 16n thi viéc
danh cdp van dé dang hon. Ta bat dau véi viéc trom gia stic, nguai biét day,
chuyén xwa roi. Ta yéu gia sic lam lam! D6 1a ly do tai sao ta dinh cv &
quan Meatpacking. Roi ta khdm pha ra & day con cé nhiéu thi khac ngoai
thit!”

Han ta cwoi toe toét nhw thé d6 1a mot phat hién thu vi vay. “Nhitng nguoi
ban dao, cac cira tiém sanh diéu — day la mot thanh pho tuyét voi, tham chi
con tot hon nhiéu so v6i Rome C6 dai! Va cac cong nhan da rat tot bung khi
dao cho ta cai hang nay.”

“Trudc khi ngwoi lam cho ho bé chay,” Annabeth noi, “va suyt chut nita
thi hai chét ho.”

Cacus c6 khong ngap mot cai. “Cac nguoi c6 chac minh khong phai la
bita sang cua ta khéng? Vi cdc nguoi dang lam ta chan ré6i day. Néu cac
ngwoi khong mudn mua gi, ta sé di 1ay sot salsa va tortillas...”

“Bon ta dang tim mot thit dac biét,” t6i chen ngang. “Do6 that nhé. Va c6
phép thuat. Nhung ta doan la nguwoi chang cé thit nao giéng thé.”

“Ha ha!” Cacus vo tay. “Mot nguwdi mua hang sanh diéu day. Néu trong
kho cta ta khéng c6 thit ma nguoi can, ta sé danh cap nd, va di nhién, gia ca
phai chang.”

“Quyeén tregng cua than Hermes,” t6i néi. “Cay y hiéu.”

Mat tén khong 16 trng dé y hét mau t6c cta han. Han ta nheo mat lai. “Ta
hiéu r6i. Dang ra ta nén biét la Hermes sé phai mot ai d6 dén. Hai nguoi la
ai? Con cuda than trom sao?”

Annabeth gio con dao gam 1én. “Han vira goi t¢ 1a con cia than Hermes
a? Tg sé dam vao...”

“Ta la Percy Jackson, con trai than Poseidon,” t6i néi véi tén khong 16.
Toi dwa tay ra gitt Annabeth lai. “Day la Annabeth Chase, con gai nit than
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Athena. Thinh thodng bon ta sé gitip cac vi than lam vai chuyén vat vanh,
nhv - 6, giét cac Titan, gidi cttu dinh Olympus, nhitng chuyén nhu thé. Cé lé
nguoi tirng nghe thay may chuyén do roi. Vi vay, vé cay y hiéu... sé tét hon
cho nguwoi néu nguoi chi viéc giao noé ra trwdc khi moi viéc tréd nén kho
chiu.”

T6i nhin vao mat han ta va hy vong 10i de doa ctia minh sé hiéu qua. T6i
biét viec mot thang nhéc mudi sdu tudi dang c6 ham doa mét tén khong 16
biét phun lItta dwong nhw kha la buén cwoi. Nhung trwedc day t6i dd danh
nhau véi kha nhiéu quai vat vo cung nguy hiém. Ngoai ra, t6i da tdm minh
trong song Styx, diéu do6 khién t6i mién dich véi phan 16n cac don tan cong
chan tay. biéu do xing dang c6 dwgc mot sy tin nhiém nho nho ding
khong? Co 1é Cacus da nghe nhac dén t6i. Biét dau han ta sé run ray va rén
ri, Oi Ngai Jackson. Thanh thdt xin 16i! Té6i dd khéng nhdn ra ngai!

Thay vao dé hin ta ngita diu ra sau va cudi ngit nghéo. “O, ta hiéu roi!
Nguoi twdng noi vay la hu doa dwgce ta phai khong! Nhung than 0i, tén a
than duy nhat ti trudc dén nay c6 thé danh bai ta chi c6 minh Hercules ma
th6i.”

T6i quay sang Annabeth va buc titc lac dau . “Ludn la Hercules. Chuyén
nay thi lién quan gi dén Hercules?”

Annabeth nhtin vai. “Anh ta c6 mot nguwdi quang ba rat tuyét.”

Tén khong 16 tiép tuc khoe khoang. “Trong nhiéu thé ky qua, ta la noi
kinh hoang ctia nwéc Y! Ta di danh cip vd s6 bo — nhiéu hon bat cit tén
khong 16 nao. Cac ba me dung tén ta dé doa I tré con. Ho thuwong noi thé
nay, ‘Chu y dén cach xtt sy cia con di, con yéu, néu khong Cacus sé dén va
lay cap hét bo cia con day!’”

“Kinh that,” Annabeth néi.

Tén khong 16 cuoi toét miéng. “Ta biét chit! Bung khong? Vay hai tén a
than cac ngwoi cling nén bé cudc di. Cac nguoi sé khong bao gio 1dy dugc
cdy y hiéu. Ta da c6 ké hoach danh cho né r6i!”
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Khi han gio tay 1én va nam chat lai, cdy quyén trugng cia than Hermes
lién xuat hién trong tay han. Du da nhin thdy mén do kia nhiéu lan nhung t6i
van lanh ca séng lung. Cac vat dung cua cac vi than chi viéc phat huy stc
manh. Cay quyeén truegng lam bang go trang tron min dai gan mot mét, trén
dau gay la mot qua cau bac va mot con boé cau dang chdp chéi vo canh.
Quan quanh cay quyeén trugng la hai con ran séng dang v6 cung kich dong.

Percy! Gigng mot con ran vang lén trong dau t6i. Ta on thdnh than!

Mot giong khac tram va gét gong hon noéi, A phdi, ta dd khéng duoc dn gi
trong nhiéu gio.

“Martha, George,” t6i néi. “Hai cau 6n ch?”

Sé tot hon néu téi cé gi dn, George kéu ca. O’ ddy c6 mdy con chuédt béo
tot ddy. Cdu bat cho bon toi vai con nhé?

Théi di George! Martha khién trach. Chting ta cé rdc réi khdc quan trong
hon. Tén khong 16 nay muén giam gitr chting ta!

Cacus hét nhin t6i lai nhin 1 ran. “Dgi da... Nguoi c6 thé néi chuyén vdi
ran sao, Percy Jackson? Tuyét qua! Bao ching tot hon hét nén hgp tac di. Ta
la cht nhan m@i cta ching, va chung chi dwgc an khi chiu nhan lénh cua

»

ta.
Thdt tro trdo! Martha rit 1én. Cdu di bdo vdi cdi thdng mau hoe do...
“Yén nao,” Annabeth cat ngang. “Cacus, hai con ran sé khong bao gio
nghe 1énh ngwoi. Ching chi lam viéc cho than Hermes. Vi nguoi khong thé
dung cay quyén truegng nén né vo dung thoi. Hay tra noé lai va ching ta sé
xem nhu chuyén nay chua tirng xay ra.”
“Y kién hay day,” toi néi.
Tén khéng 16 cin nhin. “O, ta sé tim ra sttc manh ctia cdy quyén trugng,
c6 nhdc a. Ta sé lam cho nhitng con ran chiu hgp tac vdéi ta!”

Cacus lac lac cdy y hiéu. George va Martha vdn veo va rit 1én, nhung
dwong nhw chiing bi dinh chat vao cay quyeén treong. T6i biét cay y hiéu cé
thé bién thanh tat tan tat nhitng tht hitu dung nhw — mét thanh kiém, dién

https://thuviensach.vn



thoai di dong, may quét gia dé viéc so gia ca khi mua sam dugc dé dang. Va
c6 lan George da nhac dén cong nang nao do gdy dau dén - “trang thai la-
ze”. T6i that sy khong muon Cacus tim ra tinh nang dac biét do.

Cudi cung, tén khong 16 gam lén vi that vong. Han vut manh cay quyén
trrong vao tang thit bo gan nhat va ngay lap titc khoi thit bién thanh da. Hét
cai xac nay dén cai xac khac lan lugt hoa da cho dén khi cai gia nang dén
noi do sup xudng. Sau con bo da granit v& vun.

“Gi0, chuyén nay kha la thua vi!” Cacus ngoac miéng cuwoi.

“O 6.” Annabeth 1ui lai mot budc.

Tén khong 16 vung quyeén trugng vé phia ching téi. “Pung thé! Ta sé
nhanh chéng kiém soét dwgc cai nay va tréd nén quyén phép nhw Hermes. Ta
sé co thé di dén bat cit dau! Ta sé danh cap bat cit thit gi ta muon, tao ra do
gid y nhu that va ban ching khap thé gidi. Ta sé trd thanh chia té cia nhitng
nguwoi ban hang rong!”

“Y nghi d6,” t6i néi, “that v ciing x4u xa day.”

“Ha-ha!” Cacus givong cao cdy y hiéu trong niém vui chién thang. “Ta da
tirng hoai nghi, nhung gid day ta bi thuyét phuc réi. Viéc trom 1ay cay quyén
tregng nay la mot y twéng tuyét voi! Gio hdy xem xem ta dung n6 dé giét
cac nguoi nhu thé nao.”

“Cho da!” Annabeth n6i. “Vay ra viéc trdom cdy quyén tregng khong phai
la y ctia nguwoi?”

“Giét chung!” Cacus ra lénh cho hai con ran. Han ta chi cay y hiéu vao
chuing t6i, nhwng phan dau bang bac cia cay y hiéu chi phun ra vai to gidy.
Annabeth nhat Ién mot to va doc.

“Nguoi sé cd giét bon ta bang Groupons,” c6 n6i. “Gidm tam muoi lam
phan tram cac bai hoc dan piano.”

“Gu!” Cacus tri'ng mat nhin nhitng con ran va phun ra mot luéng Iva ran
de trén dau ching. “Tuan lénh ta!”

George va Martha hot hoang van veo.
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Ngtrng ngay di! Martha thét lén.

Bon ta la dong vdt mdu lanh! Geogre phéan déi. Lira khong tét cho bon ta!

“Cacus nay!” t6i hét 1én, c6 lam han ta chad y. “Tra 10i cau héi cta bon ta.
Ai da bao nguoi 1dy cap cay quyén trugng?”

Tén khong 16 cwoi khdy. “Do6 & than ngu ngéc. Khi ngwoi danh bai
Kronos, ngwoi nghi la minh da loai triv hét ké thu cua cac vi than phai
khong? That ra ngwoi chi tri hodn sy sup dé cua dinh Olympus thém mot
thoi gian thoi. Thiéu cdy quyén tregng, Hermes sé khong thé chuyén cac
thong diép. Hé thong lién lac cua than linh trén Olympus sé loan ca 1én, va
d6 chi 1a chat hon loan dau tién ma cac ban cua ta da 1én ké hoach.”

“Ban cua nguoi?” Annabeth hoi.

Cacus 10 di cau héi. “Khéng quan trong. Cac nguwoi sé khong con song lau
lam dau, va ta lam vu nay chi vi tién ma thoi. VGi cay quyén tregng nay, ta
sé kiém dugc hang nghin d6! Tham chi triéu! Gig thi ditng yén do. Co 1€ ta
sé nhan dugc gia hoi cho hai bitc twgng a than.”

T6i khong hitng tht v6i nhitng 10i de doa nhw thé. Vai nam trudc, khi
danh nhau véi Medusa, t6i da nghe ham doa du roi. T6i cha sg danh nhau
v6i ga nay, nhung t6i khong thé phdé mac George va Martha vao tay han.
Ngoai ra, thé gidi cling da c6 da ngwoi ban hang rong. Khong ai dang phai
chiu mé& ctra va nhin thdy mot ga khong 16 biét phun Itta cam trén tay mot
cdy quyen tregng ma thuat va mot b swu tdp dong ho Rolex gia.

T6i nhin Annabeth. “Dén gid danh nhau r6i nhi?”

CoO ay cudi ngot ngao vai toi. “Pay la cau thong minh nhat ma cau da noi
trong ca sang nay.”

Chac cac ban dang nghi la: Chd da, cac cau chi tan cong ma khong cé lay
mot ké hoach nao sao?

Nhuwng Annabeth va t6i da ké vai sat canh chién dau bén nhau nhiéu nam
r6i. Chung t6i biét ré kha nang ctia nhau. Chiing t6i c6 thé doan trwdc dugc
hanh dong cua ngudi kia. Co 1€ 1a to6i ngwong nghiu va cang thang khi 1a ban
trai ctia c6 ay that day, nhung chién dau cung c6 ay u? Chuyén thuong thoi.
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Hi'm... néi vay nghe khong 6n 1am. O, thi n6 1a thé day.

Annabeth vong sang tdn cong vao mé trai tén khong 16. T6i thi lao thang
vao han ta. Kiém cua t6i chuwa kip vdi dén cho han thi Cacus ha miéng va
phun Itra.

Phat hién khién moi ngudi sttng sot tiép theo cua toi la: hoi thd phun ra
ltra nay that nong a nha.

Du da c6 nhdy qua mot bén, nhwng t6i c6 thé nhan thay hai canh tay bat
dau am lén va do quan cua t6i bat Itra. T6i lan qua dong bun dé dap tat Itra va
hit nga mét gia ao khoac ni.

Tén khong 16 rong 1én. “Nhin xem nguoi vira lam gi kia! May mén do la
do Prada gia y nhw that cda ta!”

Annabeth tan dung thoi diém ga khong 10 xao lang dé tdn cong. Tw sau
lung Cacus, c6 dy lao t6i va dam vao sau dau gbi han ta — thuong la diém
yéu ctia bon quai vat. Co ay nhdy tranh don tan cong bang cdy y hiéu cua
Cacus, suyt chut nita thi dap trung ngudi c6. Dau gay bang bac va sam vao
xe ui dat va toan bo chiéc xe bién thanh da.

“Ta sé giét nguoi!” Cacus trwgt chan suyt nga, tir cai chan bi thwong cua
han ta, mau than thanh mau vang chay ra.

Han ta phun Itta vao Annabeth, nhwng c6 dy da tranh dwoc luong liva do.
Bét thinh linh, t6i nhao lén tan cong va dung thanh Thay Triéu chém ngang
chan con lai ctia tén khong 16.

Cac ban nghi thé han la da, dang khong? Nhung chwa dau.

Cacus gam 1én vi dau dén. V&i mot toc do dang ngac nhién, han ta xoay
nguoi lai, dung mu ban tay dap vao ngudi toi, danh bay toi di va diéu tiép
theo t6i nhan thitc dugce la minh dam sam vao mét dong bo bang da vd vun.
Tam nhin cta t6i nhoa di. Annabeth hét 16n, “Percy!” nhung giong c6 ay
nghe nhu thé dang ¢ dudi mat nwdc.

Di chuyén di! Giong Martha vang 1én trong dau t6i. Hdn ta sdp tdn céng
day!
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Ldn sang trdi! George noi, diéu nay la mot trong s6 nhitng ggi y hitu ich
hon ma n6 tirng dwa ra. Toi lam theo khi cay y hiéu dap manh xuéng dong
da toi vita mGi nam lén.

T6i nghe thay mdt tiéng KENG! Va tén khong 16 hét 1én, “Gur!”

To6i loang choang ditng ddy. Annabeth vira méi dong cai khién thang vao
mong tén khong 16. La chuyén gia bi trudng hoc truc xudt, toi ti'ng bi da ra
khoi vai hoc vién quan sy, noi ma ho van con tin rang viéc phat vao mong la
tot cho mot nguwdi. Cong bang ma ndi, toi cling hiéu cai cdm giac khi bi danh
vao cho dé bang mot vat phang that 16n, thé r6i mong t6i that lai vi dong
cam.

Cacus lado dao, nhung treéc khi Annabeth cé thé ra don trirtng phat lan
nita, han quay lai va giat phat ldy cai khién. Han ta vo chat liéu dong
Celestial nhw vo mot to gidy va quang né ra sau lung.

Vi vat co phép thuat no thi lam vay 1a qué nhiéu roi.

“Pu r6i!” Cacus chia quyén tregng vao Annabeth.

T6i van con choang vang. Song lung t6i ct nhw thé vira qua dém trong
Cung Dién Giwong Nudc Crusty, du vay, t6i nghiéng nga buwdc dén, co gitp
Annabeth. Truéc khi t6i dén dwgc cho c6 ay, cdy y hiéu da thay hinh doi
dang. N6 bién thanh mdt chiéc dién thoai di dong va nhac chudng bai
“Macarena” vang lén. George va Martha, gio' c6 kich thwdc nhuw mot con
giun, dang quan quanh man hinh.

Cu vtra r6i dugc ddy, George noi.

Chung ta da nhay diéu nay o dam cudi cua chung ta, Martha ndi. Nho
khong cung?

“Lii ran ngu ngoc!” Cacus lac chiéc di dong mot cach kich liét.

[

Ac! Martha kéu lén.

Curu—t6i! Giong Geogre run ray. Ci¥ — lam theo 10i — tén mdc do chodng
tam — do!

Chiéc dién thoai bién lai thanh cay quyén trugng.
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“Gio thi, c xtt cho dang hoang vao!” Cacus canh béo lii ran. “Khong tao
sé cho bon bay thanh tii Gucci gia bay gio!”

Annabeth chay dén bén t6i. Ching t6i cung lui lai cho dén khi dén dwgc
cho cai thang.

“Chién lwgc cho tro dudi bat cia ching ta khong hiéu qua lam,” c6 ay
bao, miéng thd hon ha hon hén. Tay do phong bén trai ctia c6 dy dang boc
khoi, nhung nhin chung thi c6 ay 6n. “Cé goi y nao khong?”

Tai t6i van con u u. Giong c6 dy nghe nhw dang & dudi nudc.

Cho da... ¢ dudi nudc.

T6i nguwdc nhin dwong ham — tat ca cac dwong o6ng bi v& kia duge gan vao
twong da: ong nuwdc réi 6ng cong. La con trai than bién, d6i khi t6i cé thé
diéu khién dwoc nwdc. Toi tw hoi ...

“Ta khong thich cac nguoi!” Cacus hét 1én. Han ta nghénh nghénh ngang
ngang budc dén chd ching t6i, miii boc khoi. “Pén lic két thic vu nay roi.”

“Bam chat vao,” t6i bdo Annabeth r6i dat ban tay con trong ctia minh 1én
eo co ay.

To6i tap trung tam tri tim kiém nguon nuwdc phia trén dau ching toi. Viéc
d6 khong kho 1am. Khi da nhan thdy mét lvgng ap suat day nguy hiém trong
mang 6ng nuwdc cua thanh pho, t6i don hét ching vao cac 6ng nuwéc va.

Cacus lirng litng an ngit trudc mat ching t6i, miéng han ta ryc sang nhw
10 Itra. “C6 tran troi gi khong, a than?”

“Nhin lén di,” t6i bao han.

Han lam theo.

Toi ghi tac vao long thé nay: Khi cho phat no hé théng cong cuia
Manhattan thi dirng c6 ditng duéi no.

Toan b6 hang dong rung chuyén khi m4t ngan 6ng nwdc bén trén no tung.
Mot thac nuwéc khéng-duwgc-sach cho lam d6 ao xuéng mat Cacus. T6i kéo
Annabeth bo chay r6i mang theo c6 8y nhay nguwgc vao mép dong nuwéc xiét.

“Cau dang...?” Giogng c6 ay nghen nghet. “Aaaa!”
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T6i chwa bao gio muén lam diéu nay, nhung hién tai, td6i dung y chi budc
minh xudi ngwgc dong nhw ca hoi, nhdy tir dong chdy nay sang dong chdy
khac khi nuéc tudn x6i xa vao trong hang. Néu ban da bao gio tht choi tro
chay nguoc 1én mot duong trugt wét nhep thi gio toi cling giong vay day,
ngoai trt’ cai goc chin muoi do va khong cé duong trugt — chi cé nudce la
nuoc.

Xa xa bén dudi toi nghe thay tiéng gam ra cia Cacus khi hang ngan, hay
thdm chi hang triéu ga-16ng nwdc ban d6 am xudng mat han. Trong khi dé
Annabeth hét hét lai non r6i danh to0i, goi to6i bang nhitng biét danh thu vi
nhw “D06 ngdc! Thang kho - xdu xa — ngoc xit —” va trén tat ca la “Giét cau!”

Cudi cung, mot mach nwéc phun kinh khing cling day chung t6i vot 1én
trén mat dat va an toan dap xudng via he.

Khach bo hanh va canh sat lui lai, hot hodng la hét khi nhin thay Old
Faithful® phién ban nwéc céng cua chiing ti. Tiéng banh xe kéu rit va xe
c0 tong vao dudi nhau khi cac bac tai nging lai dé nghia qua canh hon loan.

To6i ra 1énh lam kh6 nguwdi — mot meo hitu ich — nhing minh may t6i van
boc mui kha gédm. Nhitng cuc bong gon cii virong trén téc Annabeth va mot
miéng gidy gbi keo wét nhep dan chat vao mat co ay.

“Chuyén nay,” c6 ay noi, “tém qua!”

“N6i mot cach lac quan thi,” t6i ndi, “ching ta van con séng.”

“Ma khong c6 cay y hiéu!”

T6i nhan mit. Ay da... chuyén nhé nhw con thé. Biét dau tén khong 16
chét dudi roi. R6i han ta sé bi phan hiy va quay lai Tartarus giong nhw phan
16n quai vat bi danh bai, va ching t6i c6 thé dén lay lai cay y hiéu.

Nghe ra ciing c6 ly nhi.

Mach nwéc phun yéu dan, theo sau la tiéng nwdc dang nit dan vao dwong
ham nghe am am, nhw thé ai do6 trén dinh Olympus vira giat nwdc cai toilet
than thanh vay.
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note:

ROi giong mot con ran vang vang vang trong dau tbi. Bjt miéng toi lai di,
George noi. Du co la toi thi cling gom qud, va toi dn thit chudt.

Sdp dén roi! Martha canh bao. Oi khong! Téi nghi tén khéng 16 dd dodn
ra...

Mot vu ndé lam rung dong cd con dwong. Mot chum anh sang xanh twr
dwong ham vot ra, xé mét dwong ranh 1én hong mot toa nha van phong op
kinh, lam tan chdy céac ctra s6 va 16p bé-tong boc hoi. Tén khong 16 leo ra
khoi cai ho, cai do choang mac nha bang nhung boc khoi, va mat may han
thi day cac vét nhét l1ay.

Han ta trong khong vui. Trong tay han, cay y hiéu gio giong mot khau ba-
z06-ka v6i nhitng con ran uén quanh nong va hong sting xanh lé.

“Puwoc roi,” Annabeth ué 0ai néi. “Um, d6 1a gi thé?”

“Po6,” t0i doan, “chac la trang thai la-ze.”

G&i dén nhitng ai song & quan Meatpacking (chu thich) mét 16i xin 16i.
Do khdi, cac canh twgng hoang tan do nat, va tinh trang hon loan, ma gio
chdc cac ban chi cé thé goi n6 la Quan Cudn Goi, vi sé c6 kha nhiéu nguoi
trong cac ban phai chuyén di.

Thé nhung, diéu that sy ngac nhién la ching t6i khong gay thém thiét hai
nao nira.

Annabeth va t6i bo chay khi mot tia la-ze khac duc thing con duong bén
trai chung toi thanh mot duwong hao. Nhya duwong roi 1a td xung quanh nhw
hoa giay.

Pang sau ching to6i, Cacus hét 16n, “Cac nguoi da lam héng s6 dong ho
Rolex kia cua ta! Chiing khong phai loai khong tham nwéc, bon bay biét ma!
Vi thé bon bay phai chét!”

Chung t6i cam dau chay. T6i hy vong sé du dugc ga quai vat nay tranh xa
khoi ngwoi pham vo t6i, nhung diéu dé kha kho khi ching t6i hién dang &
trung tam New York. Phuwong tién giao thong tac nghet trén dwong pho.
Khach b6 hanh la hét va bé chay khdap moi huwéng. Hai nhan vién canh sat
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ma t6i nhin thay Iic sém thi chang thay bong dang dau cd, co6 thé ho da bi
dam dong cudn di dau do roi.

“Cong vién!” Annabeth chi vé phia cidc con dwong don cao cua High
Line. “Néu chung ta c6 thé lam cho han roi xa mat duong...”

BUM! Tia la-ze cit xet qua mot chiéc xe ban thitc dn dau gan dé. Ngudi
ban hang chui ra khéi ctra s6 xe v&i mot nam thit xién nuwéng.

Annabeth va t6i chay nhw dién vé phia cau thang dan 1én cong vién. Tiéng
coi bdo dong vang lén & phia xa xa, nhung t6i khéng muén cé thém nhiéu
canh sat dinh liu dén vu nay. Viéc thyc thi phap luat ctia ngwdi pham sé chi
lam cho moi viéc tr@ nén phic tap, va qua Man Swong Mu, canh sat tham
chi con c6 thé nghi rang Annabeth va t6i la nguwdi gay ra rac roéi. Chi 1a ban
sé khong bao gid biét dén diéu dé thoi.

Chtng t6i leo dén chdé cong vién. T6i c6 xac dinh phuwong hwéng. Vao
hoan canh khac, t6i sé thuwéng thitc vé dep ctia dong song Hudson lap lanh
va cac néc nha cta khu dan cw xung quanh. Thoi tiét that dep. Cac ludng
hoa thi nhau khoe sac trong cong vién.

Cong vién High Line khong c6 lay mot béng ngudi, c6 thé vi gio dang la
gio di lam, hodc vi cac du khach da lanh chan bé chay khi nghe thiy cac
tiéng no.

O dau d6 phia duwéi, Cacus van dang gam rong, chiri ria va chao moi
nhitng nguwdi pham bi khing bé tinh than mua may chiéc dong ho Rolex
héng véi mite chiét khau cao. Toi doan chiing t6i chi c6 vai gidy trudc khi bi
han tim thay.

T6i dwa mat nhin khap cong vién, hy vong tim dwoc th gi do hitu ich.
Pap vao mat toi 1a nhitng chiéc ghé dai, 16i di bo va rat nhiéu cay. T6i wdc gi
chiing t6i dong hanh vGi mot dita con cua nit than Demeter. C6 1& ho c6 thé
quan tén khong 16 lai bang nhitng canh nho, hay bién nhitng bong hoa thanh
phi tiéu ctia ninja. T6i chra bao gio tan mat thdy dita con nao cta nit than
Demeter lam vay, nhung chi nghi thoi cling thay y twdng do that ngau a nha.

T6i nhin Annabeth. “Dén lwgt cau dwa ra sang kién day.”
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“T6 dang suy nghi day.” Lic danh nhau, trong c6 ay rat xinh dep. Toi biét
nhan xét nhuw vay that dién ro, dac biét 1a sau khi chiing t6i vira méi tir mot
thac nwdc chat thai leo 1én, nhung déi mat xam cia Annabeth sang 1ap lanh
khi c6 ay chién dau vi mang song ctia minh. Khuén mat c6 ay ngoi sang nhw
mat ctia mot nit than, va tin t6i di, toi da nhin thdy cac nit than roi. Cai cach
ma chuoi hat dat sét cua Trai Con Lai dan sat vao c6 c6 — Puogc ro6i, xin 16i.
Hoi bi xao lang mot chit dy ma.

Co 4y chi tay. “O kia!”

Cach do vai tram mét, cac duong xe lra cii tach ra va thém nha ga doén
cao tao thanh hinh mot chit Y. Mau chi* Y ngan nay la mot ngd cut — mot
phan cua cong vién van dang & trong tinh trang thi cong. Cac dong bao dat
va 0 tréng cay nam trén nén séi. Nho ra phia ngoai ria duwong ray la mot tay
diéu khién can truc, va at han & c6 mot cai can cau. Cao cao trén dau ching
toi, mGt cai moc kim loai 16n 1o Ittng treo trén tay can — chac ching dwgc st
dung dé kéo cac vat dung lam vuon 1én.

T6i chot hiéu dugc ké hoach cia Annabeth, va t6i cam giac nhw thé minh
dang c6 nudt mot dong 25 cent vay. “Khong,” t6i néi. “Viéc d6 qua nguy
hiém.”

Annabeth nhuwén may. “Percy, cau biét t& la cao thu trong tro gap tha
chir.”

bung vay day. T6i ting dwa c6 ay dén khu tro choi & ddo Coney, va
ching t6i quay tré vé v&i mot bao thii nhéi bong. Nhwng cdi can cau nay to
khtiing khiép.

“Pirng lo,” c6 dy cam doan. “Trén dinh Olympus t& giam sat thiét bi con
16n hon cai nay.”

Ban géi cuia toi: mot sinh vién nam hai wu t4, 4 than, va - 6, ding r6i —
kién tric su tredng du an tai thiét ké lai cung dién ctia cac vi than trén dinh
Olympus trong thdi gian ranh roi.

“Nhung cau c6 thé van hanh n6 khong?” t6i héi.
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“Dé nhu an keo dy ma. Chi viéc du han dén day. Gitt cho han ban ron
trong khi t¢ gap han 1én.”

“Varoi?”

Co6 dy mim cuwodi, kiéu cuwoi khién t6i ming vi minh khong phai 1a tén
khong 106.

“R0i cau sé biét. Néu cau co thé giut lai cay y hiéu trong khi han ta mat
tap trung thi qua tuyét.”

“Con gi nita khéng?” t6i héi. “Cau muon dung khoai tay chién va do uong
chi?”

“Im miéng di, Percy.”

“CHET NAY!” Cacus sam sap budc 1én bac thém va tién vao cong vién
High Line. Han ta phat hién ra ching t6i va i a i ach di dén vdi quyét tam
kho6 ma lay chuyén duoc.

Annabeth bé chay. C6 ay dén dwgc cho can cdu va nhdy qua bén kia
duwong ray, leo nhanh xuéng tay can kim loai nhw thé n6 la mot nhanh cay
vay. Poan, co dy bién mat khoi tam nhin cta toi.

T6i gio thanh kiém lén va doéi mat véi tén khong 16. Chiéc 4o choang dai
bang nhung do cta han rach ta toi. Do6i dép 1€ lac dau mat. Mai toc mau hoe
ép sat vao dau nhw mét chiéc mi tam nhét nhon. Han ta nham khau ba-z6-
ka sang loe 1oe vé phia toi.

“George, Martha,” t6i goi, hy vong chtuing cé thé nghe thay minh. “Lam
on thoat khai tinh nang la-ze di.”

Chting t6i dang co, cung a! Martha noi.

Bung t6i dau, Geogre noi. Téi nghi han ta lam trdy cdi bung cta toi roi.

Toi tir tv 1ti xudng phia cudi duwong ray, nép nguoi di vé phia tay can.
Cacus ciing di theo. Gi¢ thi han chéan t6i lai, dwdng nhu khong voi giét toi
ngay. Han nging lai cach cho t6i ditng khoang sau mét, ngay phia bén kia
béng ctia cdi méc can cau. Toi cd té ra nhw thé bi don vao thé bi va hodng
sg. Viéc do khong khé lam.
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“Vay,” Cacus gam lén. “Cé tran troi gi khong?”

“Cteu t6i vdi,” t6i noi. “A. Oi. Nhitng tir d6 thi thé nao? O, va than
Hermes gi6i ban hang hon nguwoi nhiéu.”

“Gur!” Cacus ha cay y hiéu la-ze xuodng.

Can cau chang nhiic nhich gi ca. Du Annabeth c6 thé lam cho né hoat
dong, t6i van ban khoan khong biét c6 dy lam cach nao dé nhan biét muc
tiéu bén duwéi. Dang ra toi nén nghi dén diéu d6 sém hon.

Cacus bop co, va thinh linh cay y hiéu bién déi hinh dang. Tén khong 16
c6 ha guc t6i bang mot cai may quét thé tin dung, nhung thi duy nhat vot ra
khoi may la mot to bién lai.

Yeah! Trong dau to6i vang 1én tiéng hét cia George. Mot-khong danh cho
nhitng con ran!

“Cay quyeén trrong ngu ngoc!” Cacus chan ghét ném cdy y hiéu xuong, va
dé6 1a co hdi ma t6i dang cho doi. Toi phéng ngudi 1én truwde, chop lay cay
quyeén treegng r6i lan qua duwéi chan tén khong 16.

Khi t6i ditng day, ching t6i da doi vi tri cho nhau. Cacus ditng quay lung
lai v6i cai can cau. Tay can diéu khién nam ngay dang sau han ta, véi cai
moc lo Itrng ngay trén dau han.

Khong may, cdi can cau van bat dong. Va Cacus van mudn giét chét toi.

“Nguoi da dap tat Itra ctia ta bang cai thi nwdc cong dang nguyeén raa dé,”
han gam 1én. “Gid nguai lai an cap luén cay quyén tregng cua ta.”

“Vat ma nguoi da danh cap trai phép ay a,” toi noi.

“Piéu d6 khong quan trong.” Cacus bé cac dot ngoén tay. “Nguai cling
khong st dung duoc cay quyén trirgng. Chi tay khong théi ta cling da c6 thé
giét nguoi roi.”

Cai can cau trr t nhic nhich va gan nhu khong phat ra tiéng. To6i nhan ra
doc theo mot bén tay can cé gan may chiéc guwong — dang nhu gwong chiéu
hau gitp cho ngudi ta van hanh dé hon dy. Va phan chiéu trong mot s6
nhitng tdm guwong do la d6i mat xam ctia Annabeth.
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Cai kep md ra va bat dau ha thap xudng.

T6i mim cwoi véi tén khong 16. “That ra, Cacus a, tao con mot vii khi bi
mat khac.”

Mat tén khong 16 sang 1én, vé tham lam. “Mot vii khi khac? Tao sé danh
cap nod! Ta sé sao chép lai va ban thit do gia do di dé kiém loi! Ma dé la gi
thé?”

“Tén co ay la Annabeth,” t6i n6i. “Va c6 ay giong tao day.”

Cai kep roi xuéng, dap manh vao dau Cacus va ha han do van. Khi tén
khong 16 con dang choang vang, cai kep kep lay nguc han, sau dé nhac bong
han 1én khong trung.

“Ca-céi gi thé nay?” Khi ¢ cach mat dat sau mét, tén khong 16 lay lai y
thirc. “Tha ta xudng!”

Han ta ving vay mét cach vo vong va c6 phun ltra, nhung két qua la chi
phun ra dwgc thém mot it bun ma thoi.

Annabeth dung dwa tay can qua lai 1ay da, con tén khong 16 thi chwi raa
va gidy giua. Toi sg toan bd can cau sé bi lat ngwgc, nhung Annabeth kiém
soat n6 that hoan hdo. Khi tén khéng 16 vao vi tri cao nhat ctia vong cung
r6i, c6 ay vay manh tay can lan cudi va nha kep ra.

“Aaaaaaaaaaa!” Tén khong 16 bay véo qua cac noc nha thang dén bén kia
bén tau Chelsea va bat dau lao vé phia song Hudson.

“George, Martha,” t6i néi. “Hai cdu chuyén sang tinh nang la-ze lan nita
vl t@ dugc khong?”

Rat san long, Geogre noi.

Cay y hiéu bién thanh mdt khau ba-z0-ka cong nghé cao day nguy hiém.

T6i nham vao tén khong 16 dang roi va hét 1én, “Ban!”

Mot chum tia sdng mau xanh xuat hién, va tén khong 16 ra ra thanh mot
anh sao tuyét dep vut qua bau troi.

Canh do, George noi, maoi tuyét lam sao. Gio toi dugc phép co mot con
chudt khong?

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i dong y vdi George, Martha néi. Mot con chu¢t sé rdt thii vi.

“Cac cau xing dang cé no,” t6i néi. “Nhung tredc hét ching ta nén di
xem Annabeth thé nao da.”

Co0 ay cho t6i ¢ bac thém cong vién, miéng cwoi toe toét.

“Qua tuyét chit ha?” c6 hoi.

“Hét xay,” toi dong y. Khé ma hon cho that lang man khi nguwdi ban wét
sting nwdc ban, nhwng rét cudc ching to6i van c6 mot nu hon tuyét voi nhat.

Hon xong, toi ndi, “Nhitng con chuot.”

“Chudt a?” ¢6 ay haéi.

“Cho hai con ran,” toi noi. “Varoi...”

“Qi thanh than 0i.” Co6 ay lay di dong ra va kiém tra thdi gian. “Gan nim
gio chiéu roi. Chung ta phdi mang cay y hiéu tré lai cho than Hermes!”

Puong sa ket citng phuwong tién citu hd va cac vu tai nan nhd, vi thé
ching t6i quay vé bang tau dién ngam. Hon nita, tau dién ngam lic nao
chang cé chudt. Khong di sau vao cac chi tiét khung khiép lam gi, tdi c6 thé
khang dinh vGi cac ban rang George va Martha da giup giai quyét van de vé
vat gay hai. Khi chung t6i di vé phia bac, chiing cudn tron quanh cay y hiéu
va man nguyén ngu voi hai cai bung phinh ra.

Chung t6i gap than Hermes tai bitc twgng Atlas & Trung tam Rockefeller.
(Luon tién, birc twgng chang giong Atlas that chit nao, nhwng dé lai 1a mot
cau chuyeén khac.)

“Ta on Ba nit than Ménh!” than Hermes kéu 1én. “Ta suyt tit bd hy vong

3

r6i
Ong cam lay cay y hiéu va vo 1én dau hai con rin dang ngi. “Nao nao,
ban cua ta. Gid ching may da vé nha roi.”
Zzzz7z, Martha ngay ro ro.
Ngon tuyét, George ngii mo@.

Than Hermes thé phao nhe nhom. “Cam on cau, Percy.”
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Annabeth hang giong.

“A phai r6i,” vi than noi tiép, “va ca co nita, c6 nhoc. Ta chi con da thai
gian hoan tat viéc giao hang! Nhung chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi Cacus?”

Chung t6i thuat lai moi chuyén. Khi t6i ké dén doan Cacus noi c6 nguoi
da ggi y cho han trom cay y hiéu, va vé viéc cac vi than dang c6 cac ké thu
khac, khuén mat than Hermes cang lic cang sa sam.

“Cacus muon cat dit hé thong lién lac ctia cac vi than a?” than Hermes
suy ngam. “Diéu d6 that mia mai, néu xét dén viéc than Zeus tirng bi de

»

doa...

Giong 6ng nho dan.

“La gi a?” Annabeth héi. “Than Zeus tirng bi de doa vé viéc gi?”

“Khong gi ca,” than Hermes ndi.

RO rang day la mét 10i néi doi, nhung t6i da hoc duge rang t6t hon hét
khong nén doi nghich véi cac vi than khi ho n6i déi ban. Ho thuong hay
bién ban thanh nhitng dong vat cé vi nho bé 16ng xu hodc cay trong trong
chau.

“Pugc théi...” t6i néi. “Ong co y twdng nao khi Cacus nhic dén nhitng ké
thu khac, hay ai la nguwdi mu6n han an trém cdy y hiéu cta ong khong?”

Than Hermes c6 vé bon chon. “O, vo s& dy chit. Than linh bon ta thdt su
c6 nhiéu ké thu.”

“Kho tin ddy,” Annabeth noi.

Than Hermes gat dau. Hinh nhw 6ng khéng nhan ra y mia mai trong 16i
néi cua co ay, hoac la 6ng dang mai suy nghi. T6i c6 cam gidc s6m hay
muon gi 10i canh bao cua tén khong 16 cling sé trd lai am anh ching toi,
nhwng ltic nay ro 1a than Hermes sé khong cung cap théng tin cho ching t6i
nira.

Vi than gugng cwoi. “Du sao di nita thi, lam tot 1am, ca hai nguoi day!
Gio ta phai di. Qua nhiéu diém phai dén...”

“Co6 mot van dé nho nhé vé phan thwdng cua toi,” tdi nhac ong.
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Annabeth cau may. “Phan thuéng nao?”

“Ngay ky niém mot thang ching ta yéu nhau ay,” toi no6i. “Chac chan la
cau khong quén roi.”

Co ay ha hoc miéng va ngam lai ngay. Hiém khi t6i lam cho c6 ay khong
néi nén 16i. Nhat dinh t6i phai thwdng thitc nhitng giay phut hiém hoi ay.

“A phai, phan thudng ctia ciu.” Than Hermes nhin chiing t6i tir dau dén
chan. “Ta nghi ching ta sé phdi bat dau t* 40 quan mgi. Nudc cong
Manhattan sé khong lam cho cac ngwoi di xa dwgc. Phan con lai thi sé dé
thoi. Vi than du hanh xin phuc vu cac ban.”

“Ong ay dang néi gi thé?” Annabeth hoi.

“Mot diéu ngac nhién dac biét cho bira t6i ay ma,” toi n6i. “Té dd hiva vai
cau ay.”

Than Hermes xo0a xoa tay. “George, Martha, n6i tam biét nao.”

Tam biét, George va Martha, giong noi ngai ngu cua George vang lén.

Zzz, Martha van ngdy khi khi.

“Co thé sap t6i ta sé khong gap lai cau trong mot khoang thoi gian day
Percy,” than Hermes cdnh bdo. “Nhung... dugc r6i, tdn hwdng dém nay
nhé.”

Ong noéi ct nhv dy bdo mot diém x4u vay, nén toi lai ban khoin vé diéu
ma ong da chwa ké. Roi 6ng bung tay, va moi vat xung quanh chiing t6i tan
bién.

Ban cta ching t6i da san sang. Nguwdi chi xép cho chiing t6i ngbi ¢ mai
hién trén n6c mot toa nha nhin ra Paris ryc r& anh dén va song Seine day ap
thuyén bé. Thap Eiffel birng sang & phia xa xa.

T6i dang mdc vest. T6i hy vong c6 ai d6 chup dwgc minh ldc nay, vi toi
khong thuwong dn mdc nhw vady. May man la than Hermes da st dung phép
thuat dé sap xép chuyén nay. Mat khac, t6i khéng ty that ca vat duge. Hy
vong la nhin t6i twom tat dau ra ddy, vi Annabeth trong that 16ng lay. Co ay
mac mot chi€c 4o dam khong tay mau luc sam, phd bay mai toc vang va than
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hinh thon gon khoe manh. Chiéc vong cua trai da dugc thay bang mot chudi
ngoc trai mau xam, cung mau véi mau mat cta co ay.

Nguoi phuc vu mang ra banh mi méi nwéng va pho mat, mot so-da danh
cho Annabeth, va mot Coca kem theo da cho t6i (vi toi la mot ké cyc do
mang van hda). Ching t6i an t6i v6i di cac mén ma t6i con khong tai nao
phat am noi tén cta chiing — nhung hét thay déu rat ngon. Phai mat gan nira
tiéng Annabeth méi hét choang va cat tiéng.

“Chuyén nay... that khong tuwong.”

“T'6¢ chi muén mang lai diéu t6t nhat cho cau,” toi n6i. “Va cau thi lai nght
la t¢ da quén mat tiéu chi gi.”

“Cau dd quén, Oc Tao Bién.” Nhung nu cudi cta co dy cho tdi biét co dy
khong gian. “Thé nhung, ban cttu nguy nay tuyét day. TG rat an tugng.”

“Di nhién roi, t6 ma li.”

“Cau thye sy lam rat tot.” Co ay vdi tay sang bén kia ban va nam 1ay tay
toi. Nét mat co dy trd nén nghiém tic. “C6 y twédng nao vé ly do than
Hermes lo lang nhu thé khong? Té c6 cam giac rang dinh Olympus dang c6
chuyén khéng 6n.”

To6i lac dau. C6 thé sdp tdi ta sé khong gdp lai cdu trong mét khodng thoi
gian ddy, vi than da ndi thé, ham y ngam canh bdo t6i vé chuyén gi dé sap
Xay ra.

“Chung ta hay cung nhau thudng thic téi nay da,” toi noéi. “Than Hermes
sé dwa chiing ta quay trg vé vao lic niva dém.”

“Gio la luc di dao doc theo bo song,” Annabeth goi y. “Va Percy nay...
hay thdy thoai mai khi 1én ké hoach cho ngay ky niém hai thang ctia ching
ta nhé.”

“Qi than thanh o0i.” T6i thdy hodng sg¢ khi nghi dén d6. Toi da séng sot
dwgc mot thang véGi tw cach la ban trai ctia Annabeth, vi thé t6i doan minh
chwa lam réi tung moi chuyén. Thyc té t6i chwa bao gio la nguwdi may man.
Néu c6 dy da thay ching t6i c6 twong lai — néu c6 ay van lén ké hoach & bén
toi trong thang tGi, thé thi bdy nhiéu d6 la da may man cho toi roi.
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“Thé gio ching ta di dao nhé?” Toi lay cai thé tin dung ma than Hermes
da nhét vao tii ao vest cia minh — mot cai thé Olympus Express kim loai
mau den — va dat né lén ban. “T¢ muén kham pha Paris cting mot co gai
xinh dep.”
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BAI PHONG VAN VOI GEORGE VA
MARTHA, NHUNG CON RAN CUA
THAN HERMES

1.That vinh dv duoc tro chuyen vdi cac ban. Cac ban
biét day, hai nguoi kha la néi tiéng.

GEORGE: bung thé, anh ban. Chiing t6i la “yéu xa” — nhitng con rdn
rdt quan trong. Khéng co chiing to6i, cdy quyén truong cua than Hermes sé
chdng la gi ngoai viéc la mét nhdnh cdy gia coi chdn chét di duoc dy chir.

MARTHA: Xi-xi-xi... 6ng 4y co thé nghe hét ddy. Than Hermes nay, néu
ong c6 nghe thdy, chung t6i nghi 6ng thdt tuyét.

GEORGE: Diing thé, ching tbi rat vui vi 6ng da bdt dugc chiing toi,
than Hermes a. Lam on ditrng khong cho chting téi an.

2. Cam twong cuta hai ban khi lam viéc cho than

Hermes?

MARTHA: Chiing t6i lam viéc cung than Hermes, cung a. Khéng phdi
lam cho.

GEORGE: Diing thé, cho dii 6ng dy cé bat durgc chiing toéi va bién chiing
toi thanh mot phan cua cdy quyén trugng thi ciing khéng cé nghia 6ng dy sé
hitu chiing t6i. Chung t6i la nhitng nguoi ban trung thanh va éng dy sé buon
chdn néu khéng co chiing téi & bén. Va hién 6ng dy trong khd la ngoc khi
khong cé6 cdy quyén trugng cua minh, chdng phdi sao?
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3. Phan thu vi nhat trong cong viéc cta hai nguoi la
g1?

MARTHA: T6i thich néi chuyén véi cdc d than tré tudi. Nhitng dita tré
do thdt dé thuwong. Thé nhung, that buon khi nhin chiing bién thanh nguoi
xau...

GEORGE: Chuyén vé gd Kronos do thdt chang ra sao, nhung chiing ta
dtrng noi vé nhitng chuyén buon nhv thé nhé. Hdy noi dén nhitng chuyén vui
vé nhu cdc tia la-ze va viéc di khdp thé gidi voi than Hermes ay.

4. Pugc thoi, thé hai nguwoi sé lam gi khi than Hermes
cham dut viéc giao hang, chuyén sang lam nguwoi bao
trg cho cac 1t khach va cac tén trom, va lam s gia
dua tin cho cac vi than?

GEORGE: Um, anh biét ddy, khong phdi la chiing t6i vé6 dung dau. Gi
cht?, anh nghi chiing t6i ct¥ nam vdt véo va tdm ndng trén cdy quyeén tru'gng
suot ngay sao?

MARTHA: George, suyt, cdu dang t6 ra thé 16 do.

GEORGE: Nhung anh ta nén biét chiing ta la nhitng nguoi khong thé
thiéu.

MARTHA: Geogre dinh néi la chiing t6i lam rdt nhiéu viéc cho than
Hermes. Trudc hét, chiing t6i mang dén svw ting hé vé mdt tinh than cho than
Hermes, va t6i thich nghi rdng bé ddng dé chiu ctia chiing téi giup ich cho
cdc d than tré tudi khi than Hermes chuyén dén cho ho tin khong tot.

GEORGE: Chiing t6i lam nhitng viéc con bdnh hon thé nhiéu. Than
Hermes co thé dung cdy quyén trugng lam que lua gia stic, mdy phat la-ze,
thdm chi la dién thogi di dong, va khi 6ng dy lam thé, thdt ddy, lic dé chiing
toi la ang-ten.
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MARTHA: Va khi 6ng dy giao hang va cdc khdch hang can ky bién nhdn,
toi...

GEORGE: Cé dy la cdy but, t6i la cubn sé ghi chép.

MARTHA: George, dirng chen ngang nhu thé.

GEORGE: Tdt ca nhitng gi t6i muén noi la than Hermes sé khong hoan
thanh cong viéc ctia minh néu khéng co chting toi!

5. bién thoai, so6 ghi chép, buit — nghe c6 vé hai nguoi
om dom nhiéu chitc vu nhi.
GEORGE: Anh vtra noi It chuét phai khong?

MARTHA: Khéng, khong, anh dy néi chitc vu. Vi lam khd nhiéu céng
viéc nén chung toi phdi dam duong nhitng chirc vu khac nhau.

GEORGE: Lii chudt that ngon lanh.
MARTHA: Khéng phdi lii chuét, ma la CHUC VU...

GEORGE: Nguyén cd cdu chuyén vé chudt nay khién té6i thdy doi bung.
Chtng ta cung di dn trua ndo.
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LLEO VALDEZ VA HANH TRINH TIM
KIEM BUFORD

| .E0 PO LOI CHO WINDEX®. L& ra cau nén biét méi phai cht. Gidy
thi toan bo cong trinh — cong sttc lam viéc trong hai thang qua — c6 thé nd
tung vao mat cau theo ding nghia den day.

Cau gian di lao vao Boong-ke 9, nguyeén rda chinh minh vi da qua ngu
ngoc, trong khi cac ban cau c6 lam cho cau binh tinh lai.

“Pwgc roi,” Jason noi. “Bon t¢ & day la dé gidap cau.”

“Hay ké cho bon té nghe chuyén gi da xdy ra,” Piper giuc gia.

Ta on Chua vi ho da dap lai 16i kéu goi khan cap cua cau nhanh chéng
dén thé. Leo khong thé tiét 10 véi ai khac. C6 nhitng ngwoi ban than & bén
khién cau cam thay dé chiu hon, mac dau cau khong chac liéu ho c6 thé gitp
ngan chan tham hoa hay khong.

Jason trong that banh va tw tin nhw thwong 1€ - cau dy sé hitu vé dep cua
mot anh chang yéu lwét séng vdi mai téc vang cung doi mat mau xanh da
troi. Vét seo trén miéng va thanh kiém bén hong tao cho cau dy vé ngoai
manh mé, nhw thé cdu ay c6 kha nang giai quyét hét moi viéc.
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note:

Piper ding ké bén Jason trong trang phuc quan jeans va ao phong cam
cta trai. Mdi téc ndu dai dugc tét gon sang mot bén. Con dao gam Katoptris
lap lanh noi that lvng. Bat ké tinh hudng, doi mat da sac sang long lanh nhw
thé co dy dang c6 nin cwdi vay. Tt héi Jason va co dy chinh thitc 1a mét doi,
Piper rat hay c6 vé mat nhuw thé.

Leo hit mot hoi that sau. “Puwgc r6i cac cau. Chuyén nay nghiém trong
lam. Buford da bién mat. Néu chung ta khong tim né vé, toan bo noi nay sé
no tung.”

P6i méat Piper mat di mot it tia sing mang anh cudi. “N6 tung? Um...
duwgc roi. Hay binh tinh va néi cho bon t¢ nghe xem Buford la ai.”

Chac Piper khong c6 y, nhung la con-cta-nit-than-Aphrodite, co ay duwoc
ké thtra nang lwc goi la 10 néi mé hodc, khién cho moi nguwdi khé ma tir chéi
khong lam theo nhitng gi c6 ay noi. Leo nhan thay cac bap thit cia minh
gian ra. Tinh than cau thong thoang hon chuit it.

“Vay thi,” cau néi. “Dén day nao.”

Cau dan ho bang qua san xuwdéng, can than di men theo vai cong trinh con
nguy hiém hon ctia minh. Trong hai thang & Trai Con Lai, Leo da danh phan
16n thoi gian gan b6 véi Boong-ke 9. Xét cho cung, chinh cau da tim ra lai
cai xwong bi mat nay. Gig vdi cau ma noéi, n6 dugc xem nhw ngoi nha thw
hai. Nhung cau biét cac ban minh van cam thay khong thoai mai khi & day.

Cau khong thé trach ho. Pugc xay théng vao vach da véi & tan sau trong
ring, Boong-ke vira la kho vii khi - xwéng may vira la ngoi nha an toan dudi
long dat, v6i mot it sy dién ro cia phong cach Viung 51%) duge thém vao
theo mdt chirtng mic t6t dep nao dé. Cac day ban lam viéc trdi dai vao trong
béng t6i. Cac khoang dung cu, phong dé do, 1ong chita day dung cu han va
hang dong vat liéu xay dung tao thanh mot mé cung cac 16i di rong 16n. Leo
doan cho dén nay minh chi md&i biét dén mot phan mudi khu Boong-ke nay.
Phia trén dau la mot loat cac 16i di trén khong cung 6ng dan khi nén dung dé
van chuyén do dung, kém theo d6 la hé thong dén chiéu sang va dan am
thanh cong nghé cao ma Leo vira kham pha ra.

https://thuviensach.vn


note:

Mot bang-ron ma thuat 16n treo chinh gitta phong san pham. Leo vira tim
dugc cach dé thay doi dong chit hién ra trén ddy, giong nhw man hinh
JumboTron & Quang trwong Thoi Dai, vi thé gio cai bang-ron do deé la:
Gidng sinh vui vé! Tat ca qua cua ban déu thuc vé Leo!

Cau dan cac ban minh dén khu virc ché tao chinh yéu. Cach day vai thap
ky, anh ban kim loai cia Leo, con rong bang dong tén Festus, da dugc tao ra
¢ day. Hién tai Leo dang nhan nha 1ap ghép niém vui va ty hao ctia cau —
con tau Argo II.

Vao thoi diém nay, né trong chwa ra dang cho lam. Song thuyén da dugc
b tri xong xudi — mot thanh dong Celestial dai chitng ba mwoi mét (tinh tw
dau dén dubi thuyén) dugce uén cong nhw mot cay cung. Cac tdm van & phan
thap nhat cia than thuyén sau khi dwgc dat vao vi tri tao thanh hinh mét cai
bat triing noéi véi nhau bang gian gido. Cac c6t buém nam mot bén, da san
sang dé lap dat. Hinh cham dau miii thuyén la dau rong bang dong — truéc
kia vOn la dau ctia Festus — nam gan do, dugc boc can than trong mét 16p vai
nhung, chd 1ap vao vi tri danh dy cda no.

Leo danh hau hét thoi gian tap trung cho phan giita con thuyén - chinh
xac la phia duéi day - noi cau dang lap rap dong co gitip chiéc chién thuyén
nay hoat dong.

Cau leo 1én gian gido va nhdy vao day thuyén. Jason va Piper lam theo.

“Thay khong?” Leo noi.

Gan chdt vao séng thuyén, hé thong dong co trong giong khung tap leo
tréo cong nghé cao dugc ché tao tir cac 6ng dan, pit-tong, banh rang bang
dong, dia phép thuat, 16 thong hoi nuwdc, day dién va khoang mat triéu bo
phan mdy maéc binh thwong lan c6 chira phép thuat khac. Leo trurgt vao bén
trong va chi vé phia buong dot.

Vat do that 1a dep, mot khoi cau bang dong cé kich thuwdc cta mot trai
béng rd, bé mat toan cac 6ng tru bang kinh dyng ding, vi thé né trong giong
mot ngbi sao lam tr may méc. Cac dwong day dién mau vang dan tir day
ong noi vdi cac phan khac nhau ctia dong co. Moi 6ng tru chita day mot chat
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Itru ma thuat riéng biét va vé cung nguy hiém. Nam chinh gitta qua cau la
mot dong hoé dién t hién thi cac con s6 66: 21. Bang bao dudng dé mé. Bén
trong, 16i trong rong.

“P¢ la van dé caa cac cau,” Leo thong bao.

Jason gdi dau. “Um... bon t& dang nhin vao cai gi thé?”

Leo cho rang diéu nay kha la rd rang, nhung Piper trong cling boi roi.

“Puwgc 16i,” Leo thd dai, “cac cau muén mot 1oi gidi thich day da hay
ngan gon day?”

“Ngan gon,” Piper cung Jason dong thanh tra 1.

Leo ra hiéu vé phia cai 16i trong khong. “B0 phan/thiét bi diéu huéng sé
nam & day. N6 la mot con quay da chiéu kiém soat dong chdy. Mudi hai 6ng
thay tinh bén ngoai ay v? Ching chita nhéc nhitng thit nguy hiém, day uy
lyc. Cai 6ng doé phat sang la ltta Lemnos 1ay tir cac 10 rén cta cha té. Con cai
thit t6i tam nay sao? D6 la nudc song Styx. Nhitng thit trong cac 6ng sé gia
tang sttc manh cho con thuyén, dwgc chwa nao? Giong cac thanh kich hoat
phéng xa trong mot 10 phan &ng hat nhan vay. Nhung ty 1€ hon hop phai
duwgc kiém soat, va thiét bi bdm gio da duwgc khéi dong hoan toan.”

Leo go vao dong ho dién tr, gio dang hién thi con s6 65:15. “Diéu nay c6
nghia rang thiéu di bo phan diéu huéng, thit nay sé chdy vao buéng dot cung
mot ldc, trong sdu mwoi lam phit nita. Vao thoi diém do, ching ta sé c6
duwoc mot phan tng vo cung ghe gém.”

Jason va Piper nhin cdu cham cham. Leo ban khoan khong biét liéu c6
phdi minh vira néi tiéng Anh khong nita. Doi khi, lic bi kich dong, cau lai
chuyén sang néi tiéng Tay Ban Nha nhw me ciu van thuong lam trong nha
xuwéng cta ba. Nhung cau kha chac la minh da dung tiéng Anh dé noi
chuyen.

“Um...” Piper hing giong. “Liéu cau c6 thé giai thich ngdn gon hon chiit
nita khong?”

Leo v0 tay vao tran minh. “Pugc thoi. Mot gio. Cac chat lwu tron lan vao
nhau. Boong-ke sé n6 tung. Mot phan tw dam khu ritng sé bién thanh cai ho
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bdc khoi.”

“0,” Piper nho giong néi. “Sao cau khdng. .. chi viéc tit né di nhi?”

“U nhi, t6 da khong nghi dén diéu d6!” Leo néi. “Dé t& chi viéc tit cong
tac nay va — Khong, Piper. T6¢ khong thé tat n6. Pay la mot bo phan may
moc doi hoi dén sy khéo 1éo. Moi thit phai dugce lap rap theo trinh ty nhat
dinh vao ding mot khoang thoi gian c6 dinh nao dé. Mot khi buéng dot
dugc trang bi xong, nhuw thé nay, cau khong thé chi dé nhitng cai 6ng nam
yén mot cho nhu thé. Pong co phai dugc dwa vao hoat dong. Pong hé dém
ngugc sé tw kich hoat, va t6& phai lap bo phan diéu hwéng vao trwde khi
nhién liéu dat dén trang thai tw 6n dinh. Chuyén han sé dau vao do, tr phi...
rm, t@ da lam mat bo phan diéu huéng.”

Jason khoanh hai tay lai. “Cau da lam mdt n6. Cau c6 dé dy phong chir?
Khong thé 1ay thém mat cai khac tir day that lvng do6 nghé sao?”

Leo lac dau. Sgi day do nghé phép thuat cia cau c6 kha nang ché ra nhiéu
thit tuyét voi. Bat ky kiéu dung cu pho bién nao — cac loai bua, tua-vit, kim
cong luc, bat c thit gi — Leo c6 thé 1ay né ra khoi nhitng chiéc tdi bang cach
nghi vé n6. Nhung soi that lung khong thé tao ra cac dung cu phic tap hay
cac vat dung phép thuat.

“Té mat mot tuan maéi hoan thanh dwgc bo phan diéu hwdng,” cau ndi.
“Va dang thé, t6 c6 lam dw thém mot cai. T¢ ludn lam thé. Nhung céai do
cling bi mat luoén. Ca hai cai déu nam trong ngan kéo ctia Buford.”

“Buford la ai thé?” Piper hoi. “Va sao cau lai chita nhitng bé phan diéu
hudng cua cau trong ngan kéo cua nguoi do?”

Leo tron tron mat. “Buford la mot cai ban.”

“Mot cai ban,” Jason lap lai. “Tén la Buford.”

“Pung, mot cai ban.” Leo ty héi liéu thinh giac ctia cac ban minh cé van
de hay khong. “Mot cai ban phép thuat biét di. Cao khodng chin tdc, mat ban
bang go gu, dé bang dong, ba chan c6 thé di chuyén. T¢ da citu né tir mot
trong s cac ctra hang ban d6 dung va stra chita lai. N6 giong nhitng ci ban
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cda cha t¢ trong phan xudng ctia 6ng. Mot phu ta tuyét voi; mang theo tat ca
nhitng bo phan may moc quan trong cua td.”

“Vay diéu gi da xdy ra vdi n6?” Piper hoi.

Leo cam thay cuc nghen dang tr6i Ién trong ¢6 minh. Cam giac t0i 16i gan
nhw 1a qua 16n. “Té... t& da bat can. Té danh béng né bang Windex, va...
no bo chay.”

Jason trong nhu thé cau ay dang c6 tinh todn mot phuwong trinh toan hoc.
“DPé t& noi lai cho ré rang nhé. Cai ban ctia cau bé chay... vi cau da danh
béng n6 bang Windex.”

“Té biét, t¢ la mot thang ngoc!” Leo rén ri. “MG6t thang ngoc co tai,
nhung van la mot thang ngoc. Buford ghét bi danh bong bang Windex. N6
thich moi loai Pledge hwong chanh véi cong thirc gitt am t6i da. Té da bi
quan tri. T¢ nghi rang chi mot lan théi thi né sé khong chd y. Roi t¢ quay di
mot lic dé lap cac 6ng dot, va khi t¢ xoay lai tim Buford...”

Leo chi vé phia canh ctta Boong-ke mé 16n. “Né da bién mat. Mot it dau
dau va bu-16ng dan ra phia bén ngoai. N6 hién c6 thé & bat cit noi nao, va né
gitt ca hai bo phan diéu huéng day!”

Piper liéc nhin dong hé dién tir. “Vay... ching ta c6 ding mot gio dé tim
ra cai ban chay tron cua cau, 1ay lai thiét-bi-gi-doé, lap né vao trong dong co
nay, néu khong Argo II sé n6 tung, pha huy Boong-ke 9 va gan nhu toan bo
khu rirng.”

“Can ban la thé,” Leo noi.
Jason cau may. “Chung ta nén canh bao cac trai vién khac. Chung ta c6
thé phdi so tan ho.”

“Khong!” Leo nghen ngao. “Nghe nay, vu n6 sé khéng pha huy toan bo
trai. Chi khu ritng ma thoi. Té kha chac day. Dén sau mwoi lam phan tram
chac chan ay.”

“O, nghe mdi nhe nhom lam sao,” Piper 1am bam.
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“Ngoai ra,” Leo noi, “ching ta khong c6 thdi gian, va t6-t& khong thé ké
v6i nhitng ngwdi khac. Néu ho phat hién ra t¢ da lam r6i tung moi chuyén
nhuv thé nao...”

Jason va Piper nhin nhau. Man hinh déng hé hién thi con s6 59:00.
“Puoc thoi,” Jason noi. “Nhung tot hon hét 1a ching ta nén nhanh 1én.”

Khi ho 1é budc xuyén qua khu rirng, mat troi bat dau lan. Thoi tiét & trai
duwgc diéu khién bang phép thuat, vi thé troi khong lanh va cé tuyét roi nhw
nhitng noi con lai cia Long Island, du thé, Leo van c6 thé khang dinh lic
nay da la cudi thang Mudi hai. Trong béng ram cta cac cay so6i khong 16,
khong khi lanh 180 va am wét. Mat dat pha day réu kéu 16c boc duwéi chan
ho.

Leo rat mudn triéu hoi mot ngon lra trén tay. Ké tir khi dén trai, cau ngay
cang tré nén thanh thao viéc d6 hon, nhung cau biét cac tinh linh ty nhién
trong khu rirng khong thich Itra. Cau khéng muén bi thém bat ct nit than
rung nao hét vao mat nita.

bém trude Giang sinh. Leo khong thé tin 1a da dén ngay nay. Cau da lam
viéc vat va trong Boong-ke 9, hau nhw khéng chd y rang cac tuan dang
nhanh chéng tr6i qua. Thuong thi vao nhitng dip 1é hoi cau sé cw x* ngoc
nghéch, choi kham cac ban minh, an mac nhw Taco Claus (nhan vat cau tu
nghi ra), r6i bé6 mén tacos nhan thit bo kiéu Mexico kém pho-mat vao tat
hay tti ngu, d6 eggnog® xuéng 4o so-mi cia cac ban, hay phia ra phan 1&i
linh tinh cho cac bai thanh ca Giang sinh. Nam nay cau hoan toan nghiém
tic va lam viéc cham chi. Bat ¢t gido vién nao tirng day Leo déu sé bat cuoi
néu nghe cdu miéu ta chinh minh nhw thé.

Van dé 1a, trudc day Leo chwa bao gio lo lang qua nhiéu dén mot cong
trinh nao d6. Con tau Argo II phai dugc hoan tat vao thang Sau néu ho muon
lén dwong thue hién nhiém vu quan trong dung ldc. Va trong khi thang Sau
dwong nhw con lau lac nita méi dén, Leo biét rang minh hau nhw khong c6
du thoi gian dé hoan thanh n6 ding han. Tham chi du toan bo cac & than &
nha than Hephaestus c6 dang gitp cdu, viéc dung mot chiéc chién thuyén
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phép thuat biét bay van la mét nhiém vu v6 cting khé nhan. So ra thi phéng
mot tau con thoi cia NASA trong con dé dang hon. Ho da gdp nhiéu tré
ngai, nhung tat ca nhitng gi Leo nghi dén dugc la phéi hoan thanh cho xong
con thuyén nay. N6 sé la mot kiét tac cia cau.

Ngoai ra, cau mudn cai dau rong dwgc lap vao. Cau nhd anh ban cii
Festus, chu rong da bi v& vun va boc chay trong nhiém vu lan treéc cuaa ho.
Tham chi néu Festus khong bao gid tré lai y nhu cii, Leo hy vong minh c6
thé phuc hoi lai bé ndo ctia n6 bang cach st dung nguén nang lwgng cia con
thuyén. Néu Leo c6 thé mang lai cho Festus sinh ménh thit hai, cau sé khong
con cam thay phién long nita.

Nhung chang cé diéu nao trong s6 nhitng diéu cau muodn sé xdy ra néu cai
budng dot n6 tung. N6 sé cham ditt moi thit. Khéng thuyén. Khong Festus.
Khong nhiém vu. Leo sé chiang c6 ai dé ma d6 16i ngoai ban than cau. Cau
that si ghét Windex.

Jason quy xu6ng bén bd mot con sudi. Cau ay chi ra mot it dau vét trén
madt bun. “Nhitng céi d6 gidong vét chan mot cai ban khong?”

“Hay mot con gau tric My,” Leo ggi y.

Jason cau may. “Ma khong c6 mong sao?”

“Piper?” Leo hoi. “Cau nghi sao?”

Co thd dai. “Chi vi t6 la ngudi da dé khong cé nghia la t&¢ c6 thé lan theo
dau mot do dung & noi hoang da nhw thé nay.” C6 ay tram giong lai: “‘Dung
thé, hdi nhitng nguoi ban trung thanh. Mot cai ban ba chan da bang qua 16i
nay cach day mot tiéng.” Quy tha ma bat, t& khong biét.”

“Pugc roi, xi,” Leo noi.

Piper mang trong minh ntta dong mau nguoi Cherokee, nira con lai cua
mot nit than Hy Lap. Thinh thodng that kho dé khang dinh phan nao khién
c6 cam thay dé xdc dong hon.

“N6 chac la ddu chan cia mdt cai ban,” Jason két luan. “Diéu dé c6 nghia
Buford da bang qua con su6i nay.”
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Dot nhién mat nwdc kéu ung uc. Mot c6 gai van do dam dai xanh lap lanh
troi 1én khoi con sudi. Co c6 mai téc xanh luc xda dai, d6i m6i mau xanh
dwong va lan da tai mét, vi thé c6 trong giong nan nhan chét dudi. Bo6i mat
c6 ma to day so hai.

“Sao cac nguoi ¢ thé néi to nhu thé chié?” co rit 1én. “Ho sé nghe thay
mat!”

Leo chdp mat. Cau chwa bao gid quen vé6i diéu nay — céc tinh linh ty
nhién thinh linh 16 ra khéi ra cac than cdy, dong sudi va nhitng thi giong
vay.

“Co la thuy than sao?” cau hoi.

“Suyt! Ho sé giét tat ca ching ta ddy! Ho & ngay ddng dy thoi!” C6 chi ra
sau lung minh, vao ddm cdy c6i bén kia con su6i. Khong may, duong nhuw do
cling la huwéng Buford vira di qua.

“Pugc r6i,” Piper nhe nhang néi, dong thoi quy xudng ké bén mat nuwéc.
“Chung t6i cam on 10i canh bao cta c6. Tén co la gi?”

N thay than trong c6 vé nhw mudn chay tron, nhung giong néi caa Piper
khoé ma tw choi dugc.

“Brooke,” c6 gai mau xanh ngap ngung tra 10i.

“Brooke trong tir ‘su6i’@?” Jason thém vao.

Piper ddanh manh vao chan cau ay. “Pugc ro6i, Brooke. T6i 1a Piper. Ching
toi sé khong dé bat cit ai lam hai c6. Chi can n6i cho ching t6i biét ai lam
cho c0 sg thé.”

Sac mdt ni thay than trd nén kich dong hon. Nwdc kéu ung uc xung
quanh c6. “Cac chi ho dién khung cta t6i. Cac cau khong thé ngan ho lai.
Ho sé xé cac cau ra thanh tirng manh ddy. Khong ai trong chiing ta dugc an
toan! Gio thi di ngay di. Toi phdi di tron day!”

Brooke tan bién vao trong lan nudc.

Piper ditng day. “Nhitng nguwdi chi ho dién khung sao?” Co6 dy cau may
nhin Jason. “Cé y kién gi vé nhitng diéu co dy n6i khong?”
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Jason lac dau. “Cé 1é ching ta nén nho giong lai.”

Leo nhin chdm cham vao con sudi. Cau dang c6 hinh dung ra thi¢ gi dang
sg dén noi co thé xé tan xac mot tinh linh song. Sao ban c6 thé xé toac nuwéc
co chit? Cho du thit d6 ¢6 1a gi di nita, cau cling khong muon gap no.

Thé nhung cau c6 thé nhin thay dau chan cua Buford & phia bén kia con
sudi — nhitng dau vudng nho trén mat bun, tién thang vé hudng ni¥ thiy than
vita mGi canh bao ho.

“Chung ta phai di theo dau vét nhi?” ciu noi, cha yéu la dé thuyét phuc
chinh minh. “Y t& 1a... ching ta 1a cdc anh hing va dai loai thé. Ching ta c6
thé doi pho vai bat ci thit gi. Bung khong?”

Jason rut kiém ra — mot thanh gladius nguy hiém vd&i ludi bang vang
Imperial. “Pung thé. D1 nhién r6i.”

Piper rit dao gam ra khoi bao. Co ay nhin chong choc vao ludi dao nhw
thé hy vong Katoptris sé cho c6 dy thdy mot vién canh c6 ich. D6i khi con
dao da lam thé that. Nhung néu c6 nhin thdy chuyén gi quan trong, co ay
cling khong noi ra.

“Cac chi ho dién khung,” c6 dy lam bam. “Chuing t6i dén day.”

Khi ho 1an theo dau vét ctia cai ban vao sau hon trong rirng, chang ai noi
thém gi nita. Chim chdéc cling khong cat tiéng hot. L quai vat khong con
gam rd. Nhu thé tat ca cac sinh vat séng khac trong khu ritng dt thong minh
dé roi di khéi dé.

Cuobi cung, ho dén dwgc mot khoang rirng thira rong & bai do xe cua siéu
thi. Bau troi trén dau ho am u xam xit. Co chay kho, va mat dat 16 cho ho
ranh nhu thé ai do6 da thyc hién m6t man 1ai xe kinh hoang bang thiét bi thi
cong. O chinh giita khoang ritng thwa 1a mot dong da tang cao chin mét.

“O,” Piper thot 1én. “Khong hay ro6i.”

“Tai sao?” Leo hoi.

- A ~ X A iy L «IA L . X N ”»
O day sé gap diém xau,” Jason néi. “Day la vi tri ca chién treong.

Leo cau kinh. “Chién truong nao?”
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Piper nhuén may. “Sao cau lai khéng biét gi nhi? C4c trai vién khac ban
tan vé noi nay moi lic moi noi co ma.”

“Dao nay té hoi ban mot chit,” Leo noi.

Leo c6 khong té ra gay gat, nhung ding la cau da bé 16 rat nhiéu hoat
dong ngay thwong & trai — nhitng cudc chién bang tau chién c6 ba tang cheo,
cac cudc dua xe ngya, tan tinh cac co6 gai. Hoat dong cudi cung mdi la phan
té nhat. Khi ma cudi cung Leo cling c6 “co hdi” véi nhitng c6 gai xinh dep
nhat trai, vi Piper da tr& thanh nguoi ditng dau nha nit than Aphrodite, thi
cau lai qua ban dé nho c6 ay sap xép hd. Buon thé co day.

“Cudc Chién Chén Mé Cung.” Piper ha giong xudng, nhung c6 gidi thich
cho Leo rang dong da tang nay tirng dugc goi la Nam Tay Than Zeus, day la
lic n6 con trong giong thit gi dé6 chit khong chi la mot dong da. Ting co 16i
vao mot mé cung phép thuat ngay & day, va mot doi quan quai vat hung hau
da di xuyén qua n6 dé xam chiém trai. Cac trai vién da chién thang — di
nhién la thé ro6i, vi trai van con day — nhwng d6 la mot tran chién vo cung dit
doi. Vai 4 than da hy sinh. Khoang rirng trong nay van dugc xem nhw da bi
nguyen raa.

“Tuyét,” Leo can nhan. “Buford da chay vao noi nguy hiém nhat khu
rirng. Sao n6 khéng chay ra bai bién hay mot tiém ban hamburger thi cé phai
tot hon khong.”

“Nhan n6i vé n6...” Jason nhin cham chu xuong mat dat. “Chung ta lam
thé nao dé lan theo dau ctia né day? Chang c6 dau vét gi & day ca.”

Mac dau thich dwgc & lai vong cay bén ngoai hon, Leo van di theo cac
ban vao trong khoang rirng thwa. Ho tim kiém dau vét cua cai ban, nhung
khi di vé phia dong da tang, ho chang trong thay gi. Leo 1ay mot chiéc dong
ho tir day that lung do nghé va deo vao c6 tay. Phong chirng con bon muoi
phtt cho dén ltic mdt tiéng bum 16n vang lén.

“Néu c6 nhiéu thoi gian hon,” cau néi, “t& cé thé ché ra mot thiét bi do
tim, nhung...”
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“Buford c6 mat ban hinh tron phai khong?” Piper cat ngang. “V§i cac 16
thong hoi nho ¢ mot ben?”

Leo tr6 mat nhin co. “Sao cau biét?”

“Vino & ngay dang kia kia.” Co chi tay.

Khéng con nghi ngo gi nita, Buford dang lach ba lach bach di vé phia
cudi xa kia ctia khoang rirng thwra, hoi nuwéc phut ra tir cac 16 thong hoi cta
né. Trong khi ho nhin theo, n6 khuat dang vao trong dam cay coi.

“Chuyén nay dé th6i ma.” Jason bat dau di theo, nhung Leo da gilt cau ay
lai.

Nhitng sgi toc sau gay cau ct dung dung ca len. Cau khong ro ly do cho
lam. Ro6i cau nhan ra minh nghe thay c6 tiéng no6i vang lén tir khu rirng bén
trai ho. “Ai d6 dang dén!”

Cau kéo cac ban ra sau dong da tang.

Jason thi tham, “Leo...”

K‘Suy.t!”

Mudi hai ¢6 gai chan tran nhay chan sdo vao khoang rirng trong. Ho la
cac thiéu nit van 4o dam kiéu tunic bang vai lua do va tia lung nhung. Mai
toc ho dinh day la cay, va phan 1én déu doi vong nguyét qué. Vai nguoi
mang theo nhitng cay gay ky la trong giong ngon dudc. Cac c6 gai cudi am 1
va nhiin nhdy quanh nguwdi nhau, nga nhao xuéng mat cé va lao dao nhu thé
ho bi chéng mat vay. Tat ca déu tuyét dep, nhung Leo khong c6 cam giac
muon tan tinh ho.

Piper thd dai. “Ho chi la cac ni? than cay théi, Leo.”

Leo cudng quyt ra hiéu cho c6 & yén cho. Cau thi tham, “Cac c6 chi ho
dién khung!”

Mat Piper m& 16n.

Khi cac nit than cdy tién dén gan, Leo bat dau nhan ra diém ky quai & ho.
Nhitng cay gay d6 khong phai dudc. Ching la nhitng canh go dwoc xoan lai,
trén dau moi cay gay la mot qua thong 16n, va mdot s6 con c6 nhitng con ran
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song nhan quan quanh. Nhitng chiéc vong nguyét qué cia cac co gai cling
chang phai la nguyét qué. Mai téc ho dugc tét bang dam ran ho luc bé xiu.
Cac c0 gai cuoi ngdt nghéo va hat vang khi ho di loang choang quanh trang
dat. Dwong nhw bon ho dang c6 mot quang thoi gian vui vé, nhung giong ho
dwgm vé hung ac dién cubéng sao do6. Néu loai bao c6 thé hat, Leo nghi
ching sé phat ra am thanh nhw thé nay.

“Ho say sao?” Jason thi tham.

Leo cau may. Néi theo kiéu cac c6 gai hanh xt thi ding thé that, nhung
cau cho la c6 chuyén gi do nita dang xay ra. Cau mirng la cac nit than cay
khong nhin thdy ba ngudi bon cau.

ROi sy viéc tré nén phic tap. O canh rirng bén phaéi ho, c6 thit gi do6 réng
lén. Cay c6i xao xac, va mot con drakon lao nhanh ra khodng rirng trong,
trong ngai ngn va phat cau, nhw thé tiéng hat cia cac nit than cdy da danh
thic no day vay.

Leo da nhin thay v6 s6 quai vat trong ritng. Trai co tinh gitt ching nhu la
mot thtr thach cho cac trai vién. Tuy nhién, con nay to 16n va dang sg hon so
v0i cac con con lai.

Con drakon c6 kich thwéc xap xi mot toa tau dién ngam. N6 khong co
canh, nhung mom lai day nhitng chiéc rang giong dao gam. Lira boc ra cuén
cudn tir hai 16 miii. L&p vay 6ng anh nhw bac bao phii ca co thé nhw mot
chiéc 4o giap xich sang loang. Khi con drakon nhin thdy cac nit than cay, né
rong 1én lan nita va phun Itra Ién troi.

Cac c6 gai dwong nhw khong dé y 1am. Ho van tiép tuc chai tro nhao 10n,
cuoi dua va vui vé dudi theo nhau khap noi.

“Chung ta phai gitp ho,” Piper thi tham. “Ho sé bi giét chét mat!”

“Hwom da,” Leo noi.

“Leo,” Jason ray cau. “Chung ta la cac anh hung. Ching ta khong thé dé
cac co gai vo toi...”

“Chi 1a t&¢ van cam thdy én lanh!” Leo khang khang. C6 diéu gi do6 vé cac
co gai nay khién cau cam thay lo lang — mot cau chuyén cau chi nhé c6 mot
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nita. La nguwoi ding dau nha than Hephaestus, Leo dam trach nhiém vu tim
doc vé cac do vat phép thuat, phong truong hgp mot ngay nao dé cau can
phai tao ra ching. Cau chac chan la minh titng doc vé cac cay quyeén truegng
trai thong c6 ran quan quanh. “Xem kia.”

Cudi cung, mot trong sé cac co gai nhan ra sy hién dién cia con drakon.
Co ta thich thu ré 1én, nhw thé vira mdi thdy mot chi ctin con xinh xan vay.
Co ta nhay chan sdo vé phia con quai vat va cac c6 gai khac ciling lam theo,
miéng van hat va cudi, dwong nhw dé lam cho con drakon ling ting thi phai.
Chac n6 khong quen véi viéc nhitng con moi cia minh vui vé dén thé.

Mot nit than cdy van chiéc dao dam do twoi thyre hién m6t man nhao 16n va
dap xudng tredc mat con drakon. “Nguwai la Dionysus sao?” c6 ta hoi mot
cach day hy vong.

D6 duwong nhw 1a mot cau hdi ngu ngdc. Bung thé, Leo chua bao gio gap
than Dionysus, nhung cau khéa chac rang than rugu khong phai 1a mot con
drakon thd ra Itra.

Con quai vat phun Itta vao chan c6 gai. Co ta chi don gian la nhay ra khoi
khu vic nguy hiém. Con drakon bat ngo tan cong va dép gon canh tay co ta
trong ham nd. Leo cau may, tin chac canh tay cta ni* than cay sé bi tap mat
ngay treéc mat minh, nhung co ta da giat manh ra, vai chiéc rang ctia con
drakon bi gdy. Canh tay c0 ta van lanh ldan nhu cii. Con drakon kéu 1én, nghe
vira nhv tiéng gam vira nhu tiéng rén ri.

“P6 nghich ngogm!” c6 gai mang. Ro6i co ta quay sang cac c6 ban dang vui
vé cua minh. “Khong phai Dionysus! Ké nay phai tham gia vao bira tiéc cua
chung ta thoi!”

Muroi hai nit than cay hét 1én vui swéng va bao vay con vat.
Piper nin thd. “Ho dang - 0, thanh than oi. Khong!!”

Leo thwong khong cam thdy ti€c thuong cho 1i quai vat, nhung nhitng gi
xay ra ké tiép that la dang sg. Cac c6 gai lao minh vé phia con drakon. Tiéng
cuoi vui vé ctia ho bién thanh tiéng gam gtr hung ac. Ho tdn cong bang cac
cdy quyeéen tregng c6 gan qua thong, bang nhitng méng tay da bién thanh
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mong vuot trang 6n, bang nhitng chiéc rang da dai ra thanh nanh nhw nanh
SOi.

Con quai vat phun lra va loang choang lui lai, c6 bé chay, nhwng cac
thiéu nit qua déng. Cac nit than cay cdu xé cho dén khi con drakon tir tir sum
xuong va hoéa thanh bot, linh hon cta n6 quay lai Tartarus.

Jason nuodt khan. Leo da tirng chitng kién ban minh trong du kiéu tinh
huéng nguy hiém, nhung cdu chwa bao gio nhin thay Jason tai nhgt nhw lic
nay.

Piper dang che mét minh lai, Iam bam, “Oi, thanh than oi. Oi, thanh than
0i.”

Leo c0 gitt cho giong minh khéng run ray. “T¢ da doc vé cac nit than cay
nay. Ho la nhitng mon dé cua than Dionysus. T¢ quén mat ho dugc goi la
gl...”

“Cac Maenad.” Piper run ray. “T¢ c6 nghe vé ho. T& nghi ho chi ton tai
vao thoi c6 xwa Ho tham du cac bita tiéc ctia than Dionysus. Khi ho tré nén
qua kich dong...”

Co ay chi vé phia khoang rirng thwa. C6 khong can phai no6i thém gi nita.
Nt thay than Brooke da tirng canh bao ba ngudi vé cac co chi ho dién khung
thich xé xac nan nhan ctia minh.

“Chung ta phai di khoi day,” Jason noi.

“Nhung ho dang chan gitra ching ta va Buford!” Leo thi tham. “Chung ta
chi con c6...” Cau kiém tra dong h6. “Ba muoi phut dé lap bo phan diéu
huwéng vao!”

“T@ c6 thé mang chung ta bay dén cho Buford.” Jason nham chat mat
minh lai.

Leo biét tredc day Jason da tirng ché ngw dwgc gié — chi la mot trong s6
cac lgi thé khi 1a con trai siéu banh ctia than Zeus — nhwng lan nay, khéng c6
gl xay ra.

https://thuviensach.vn



Jason lac dau. “Té& khong biét nita... khong khi c6 cam giac nhw bi khudy
dong. C6 thé nhitng nit than cay d6 dang lam r6i loan moi thit. Tham chi cac
tinh linh gi6 cling qua so¢ hai dé dén gan.”

Leo liéc nhin lai con dwong ma ho vira di qua. “Chung ta phai rit vao
trong rirng. Néu c6 thé di boc quanh cac Maenad...”

“Cac cau,” Piper kéu 1én day so hai.

Leo nguwdc nhin. Cau da khong nhan ra la cac Maenad dang tién dén, leo
l1én cac tang da ma khong hé giy ra mot tiéng dong, diéu do tham chi con
dang so hon ca tiéng cuwdoi ctia ho. Ho ditng trén dinh dong da nhin xudng,
mim cuwoi mot cach duyén dang, mong tay va rang da tré lai binh thvong.
Nhi*tng con ran h6 luc ndam cudn tron khap téc ching.

“Xin chao!” C0 géi trong chiéc dam mau do twoi twoi cudi véi Leo. “Cau
la Dionysus sao?”

Chi c6 mot cau tra 161 duy nhat cho cau hoi do.

“Pung thé!” Leo hét 1én. “Hoan toan chinh xac. Ta la Dionysus.”

Cau dirng day va co dap lai nu cuwdi cua c6 gai.

Ni* than cdy voO tay vui swdng. “Tuyét! Chuia té Dionysus cua t6i sao?
That chw?”

Jason va Piper ciling ding lén, vii khi san sang trong tay, nhung Leo hy
vong sé khong co tran chién nao dién ra. Cau da nhin thdy cac nit than cay
nay di chuyén nhanh nhw thé nao. Néu ho quyét dinh chuyén sang trang thai
may ché bién thitc an, Leo ngd rang minh va cac ban sé khéng c6 lay mot co
hoi.

Cac Maenad cudi khic khich, nhay mua va x6 day lan nhau. Vai nguoi
roi khoi dong da va dap manh xu6ng dat. Nhung diéu do khong lam ho thay
phién long. Ho chi viéc ditng day va ti€p tuc n6 dua.

Piper thic nhe vao swon Leo. “Um, Chda té Dionysus, ngai dang lam gi
thé?”
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“Moi thit déu 6n ca.” Leo nhin cac ban minh nhw thé muon néi, Thdt ra,
that ra la chdng 6n chiit nao cd. “Cac Maenad la ngwdi hau cuda ta. Ta quy
mén cac co ay lam.”

Cac Maenad reo ho va xoay tron quanh nguoi cau. Mot s6 1dy nhitng cai
ly tir trong khong khi ra va bat dau néc can... bat ¢ thi¢ gi c6 bén trong.

Co gai trong chiéc dam do ngdp ngitng nhin Piper va Jason. “Chua té
Dionysus, hai ngwdi nay la vat hién té cho bita tiéc sao? Ching toi c6 nén xé
chung ra ttng manh khong?”

“Khong, khong!” Leo noi. “Mot 10i dé nghi that tuyét, nhung, rm, cac
nguoi biét day, ching ta nén bat dau vdi nhitng chuyén nho nhat nhat. Nhw
la gigi thiéu chang han.”

Co gai nheo mat lai. “Chac chan ngai sé nhé tén t6i, thwa chua té. T6i la
Babette.”

“Um, ding r6i!” Leo néi. “Babette! Di nhién roi.”

“Va day la Buffy, Muffy, Bambi, Candy...“ Babette lién thoang thém mét
dong tén nita, tat ca phan nao co lién quan mat thiét v4i nhau. Leo liéc nhin
Piper, ty hoi liéu day c6 phai 1a mét kiéu tro dua tit nha nit than Aphrodite
hay khong. Cac nit than cdy nay hoan toan phu hgp vdi nha cta Piper.
Nhung Piper trong nhw dang c6 dé khong gao to lén. Bdi vi hai ¢6 nang
Maenad dang w6t tay khap vai Jason va cuwdi khic khich.

Babette buwgc dén gan Leo. Co6 ta c6 mui 14 thong. Mdi téc xodan sam mau
x0a ra phu 14y hai bd vai va cac not tan nhang 16m dom khap mdi. Mot chiéc
vong lam tr cac con ran san ho nhtic nha nhic nhich trwée tran c6 ta.

Da céc tinh linh ty nhién thwong c6 mau luc nhat do chita chat diép luc,
nhung vGi cac Maenad nay, trong nhw thé mau cta ho la mau dé anh dao
Kool-Aid. B6i mat ho dé ngau. P6i moi thi dé hon nhiéu so véi moéi nguoi
thuwong. Da ho c6 mang vGi cac mao mach sang ruc.

“Ngai da chon mot hinh dang thu vi day, thwa chida té.” Babette xem xét
k¥ cang madt va toéc cua Leo. “Tré trung. Bang yéu, t6i cho la thé. Thé
nhung... hoi gay va thap.”
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“Hoi gay va thap?” Leo c6 kim lai vai cau tra 16i minh da chon san. “Um,
cac nguoi biét day. Chu yéu la do ta sé di theo phong cach ddng yéu dy ma.”

Cac Maenad khac bao quanh Leo, mim cwdi va ngdm nga. Néu la trong
tinh huong thong thwong, viéc duwgc cac co gai néng béng vay quanh véi
Leo sé hoan toan 6n thoa, nhung lan nay thi khong. Cau khong thé nao quén
duwgc viéc rang va mong ctia cdc Maenad da dai ra nhw thé nao ngay truwéc
khi ho xé xac con drakon.

“Vay, thira ngai.” Babette ré ngon tay doc theo canh tay Leo. “Ngai da @
dau thé? Chung t6i tim ngai rat lau r6i day!”

“Ta da &...?” Leo luong cudng suy nghi. Cau biét than Dionysus tirng la
giam doc Trai Con Lai tréc khi cau dén. Roi vi than ay da dugc goi quay
trd lai Dinh Olympus dé ho trg gidi quyét cac tén khong 16. Nhuwng than
Dionysus & dau vao nhitng ngay nay u? Leo khong biét. “O, cac ngwoi biét
ddy, ta dang, 'm, lam nhitng viéc c6 lién quan dén rwgu ay ma. Pung thé.
Rugu vang dé. Rugu vang trang. Tat ca cac loai regu vang khac. Ta thich
rvou vang lam. Ta da qua ban ron cho cong viéc...”

“Cong viéc!” Maenad tén Muffy rit 1én, ap chat hai tay vao tai co ta.

“Cong viéc!” Buffy chui chui lwdi minh nhw thé dang c6 x6a sach cai tw
kinh di ay.

Cac Maenad tha ly xudng, chay vong vong va la hét, “Cong viéc! Toi
bang bo than thanh! Giét chét cong viéc!” Mot s6 bat dau moc ra nhitng
moéng vuot dai. Nhitng 4 khac dam dau vao cac tdng da, ma ké bi hai la tang
da ch khong phai dau ho.

“Y ngai dy 1a tiéc tung!” Piper hét 1én. “Tiéc ting! Ngai Dionysus da ban
ron tiéc tung trén khap thé gi6i.”

Cac Maenad dan dan binh tinh lai.

“Tiéc tung?” Bambi can than héi.

“Tiéc tung!” Candy thé phao nhe nhom.
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“Pung thé!” Leo chui mo hoi trén hai tay minh. Cau nhin Piper vé&i vé biét
on. “Ha-ha. Tiéc tung. Pung thé. Ta da ban tiéc tung ay ma.”

Babette vin mim cuwdi, nhung khong con vé than thién nita. A ta chim
chid nhin Piper. “Pay la ai vay, thwa ngai? Mot ngwoi méi gia nhap vao véi
cac Maenad sao, c6 1é thé nhi?”

“0,” Leo noi. “Co ay la, rm, nguoi 1én ké hoach cho cac bita tiéc cua ta.”

“Tiéc tung!” mot Maenad khac hét 1én, hinh nhu tén a ta la Trixie thi phai.

“That dang tiéc.” Méng tay Babette bat dau dai ra. “Chuing ta khong thé
dé con nguoi chitng kién cac cudc che chén thiéng liéng cia ching ta dugc.”

“Nhung t6i c6 thé la mot ngudi mdi!” Piper lién lén tiéng. “Cac c6 co
trang web khong? Hay 1a mot danh sach cac yéu cau? O, cac cd lic nao ciing
say rugu hét sao?”

“Say rugu!” Babette noi. “Dting ngoc thé. Ching t6i chi la cAc Maenad vi
thanh nién ma thoi. Ching t6i van chwa thé cham dén rugu. Cha me chiing
toi sé nghi gi day?”

“Cac cd c6 cha me sao?” Jason phti tay cac Maenad khdi vai cau ay.

“Khong say xin!” Candy hét 1én. A ta quay tit vong vong va roi nga
xuong, lam do chat 1é6ng mau trang c6 bot ra khéi ly reegu ctia minh.

Jason hang giong. “Vay... cac c6 uéng gi néu khong phai la regu?”

Babette cudi 16n. “Nudc giai khat cho cac mua 1€ hoi! Hay nhin sitc manh
clia gay nam thong!”

A ta ddm manh cdy gdy c6 dau qua thong xudng mit dat va mdt mach
nwdc mau trang soi sung suc xuat hién. “Eggnog!”

Cac Maenad khéac lao dén dé lay day ly rugu.
“Chuc mung Giang sinh!” mot a hét len.
“Tiéc tung nao!” mot & khac noi.

“Giét sach moi thi!” & thi ba 1én tiéng.

Piper budc lui lai. “Cac c6... da uong eggnog?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ha!” Buffy ong oc udng hét ly eggnog ctia minh va cudi v6i Leo, mot nu
cuoi toe toét day bot. “Giét sach moi thi¥! Vi mot vai hat nhuc dau khau!”

Leo quyét dinh sé khong bao gio uéng cai moéon eggnog do thém mot lan
nao nira.

“Nhung chuyén tro chirng dé la du r6i, thwa ngai,” Babette noi. “Ngai that
nghich nggm khi ludn gidu minh! Ngai da thay doi dia chi e-mail va so dién
thoai. Nguwoi ta c6 thé nghi rang Dionysus vi dai dang c¢6 tranh cac Maenad
cta ngai day!”

Jason gat tay mot c6 & khac khoi vai minh. “T6i khong thé hinh dung
dugc ly do than Dionysus lai lam diéu dé.”

Babette danh gia Jason. “Ngudi nay la vat hién t€, chac la thé r6i. Ching
ta nén bat dau hoi hé dinh ddm bang cach xé tan xac han ta ra. Co gai lén ké
hoach cho bita tiéc c6 thé chitng té6 minh bang cach gitip d& ching ta lam
viéc do!”

“Hodc,” Leo ndi, “ching ta sé bat dau véi vai moén khai vi. Xac Xich Pho
Mat Chién Gion. Mon Banh Cudn Taquito. Co 1€ la mot it khoai tay chiéen va
pho mat. Va... cho d3, ta biét r6i! Ching ta can mot cai ban dé dat tat ca cac
mon lén.”

Nu cwoi trén mdt Babette dan tan bién di. Nhitng con ran phun phi phi
quanh cay quyeén trugng qua thong cta a ta. “Mot cai ban?”

“Xtc Xich Pho Mat?” Trixie thém vao day hy vong.

“Puing, mot cai ban!” Leo buing tay va chi vé cudi khoang rirng thwa. “Cac
co biét khong — ta nghi minh vtra nhin thdy mot cai dang di vé huéng do.
Sao cac c6 khong dgi ¢ day, udng eggnog hay gi khac ciing dugc, con ta va

",

cac ban minh sé di 1y cai ban. Bon ta sé quay lai ngay
Cau dom roi di, nhwng hai trong s6 cac Maenad da day cau lui lai. Cu day
duwong nhw khong mang y vui dua.
Do6i mat Babette gid tham chi con dé hon nita. “Sao chuia té Dionysus ctia
toi lai thich thi v6i d6 dac nhi? Con bao ctia ngai dau? Con ly rwgu ctia ngai
nita?”
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Leo nuét xudng. “U nhi. Ly rugu. Ta that 1a ngdc.” Cau tho tay vao tdi do
nghé ctia minh, tham cau nguyén né sé tao ra mot ly rugu cho cau, nhung
moén doé ay khong han 1a mot dung cu. Cau chop dugce cai gi db, 1ay no ra, va
nhan ra minh dang cam mot cai tac ké chir thap.

“Nay, nhin xem,” cdu guong noi. “Chac n6 cling c6 chit phép thuat than
thanh nao ddy, hi'm? Bita ti€c tung nao ma chang cd... mot cdi tac ké chir
thap?”

Cac Maenad nhin cau chong choc. Mot vai a cau may. Nhitng a4 khac thi
liéc mat quan sat cau tir cho thitc udong eggnog.

Jason bwdc dén canh cau. “Nay, wm, than Dionysus... c6 1é ching ta nén
néi chuyén. Gidng nhuv la, chuyén riéng dy. Ngai biét day... vé van dé bubi
tiéc ay ma.”

“Chung toi sé quay lai ngay!” Piper thong bao. “Hay ct doi ¢ day nhé,
cac co gai. bugc khong?”

Giong c6 ay kha s6i néi véi 10i ndi mé hodc, nhung cac Maenad dudng
nhw chang bi tac dong.

“Khong, ngwoi sé phai ¢ lai.” Anh mit Babette xody sau vao Leo. “Nguoi
khong hanh x nhu Dionysus. Nhitng ai bang bd than thanh, nhitng ai ddm
lam viéc thay vi tiéc tung — ching déu phai bi xé toac. Va bat ky ai dam
déng gia than thanh, han ta con phai chét mot cach dau dén hon rat nhiéu
lan.”

“Rugu!” Leo hét 1én. “Ta c6 nhac dén la ta yéu rwgu nhiéu nhw thé nao
chwa nhi?”

Babette trong c6 vé khong bi thuyét phuc. “Néu ngwoi la vi than tiéc ting,
vay nguoi sé biét trinh tw cac cudc ché chén say swa ctia bon ta. Chitng minh
di! Hay dan dat bon ta!”

Leo cam thdy minh mac ket roi. Cau da tirng bi mac lai trong mot cai
hang trén nui Pikes Peak, bao quanh la mot bay nguoi séi. Mot 1an khac, cau
bi ket trong nha may bé hoang véi mot gia dinh Cyclops xau xa. Nhung tinh

https://thuviensach.vn



huong lan nay — ditng gitta mot khoang rirng thwa trong todc véi mudi hai co
gai xinh dep — lai cang té hai hon rdt nhiéu.

“Df nhién r6i!” Cau ré 1én. “Céac cudc che chén say swa. Vay ching ta sé
bat dau véi trdo Hokey Pokeyd0, . .”

Trixie cau nhau. “Khong phai, thuira ngai. Hokey Pokey xép vi tri thit hai.”

“A phai,” Leo néi. “Dau tién sé& 1a cudc thi gap ngita nguoi chui qua xa,
roi dén Hokey Pokey. Roi, trm, trd gin dudi lirall). . .”

“Sai!” B6i mat Babette trd nén do quach. Sac dé Kool-Aid trong mach
mau théem dam hon, tao thanh mot mang lwdi cac dwong do nhw day thuong
xuan bén duwéi 16p da a ta. “Co hdi cudi cung, va ta tham chi con cho nguoi
mot goi y. Chung ta bat dau bang viéc hat bai Bacchanalian Jingle. Nguoi
nhd chi?”

Leo cadm thay lwdi minh thé rap.

Piper dit tay 1én canh tay cau. “Di nhién 1a ngai 4y nh6.” Anh mét c6 y
bao, Chay.

Cac khdép ngon tay ctia Jason trén can kiém tr@ nén trang béch.

Leo ghét phai hat ho. Cau hang giong va bat dau liu lo bai hat dau tién
xudt hién trong dau minh — ca khiic nao day cau tirng xem truc tuyén khi lam
viéc trén Argo II.

Sau vai cau, Candy rit 1én. “D6 khong phai bai Bacchanalian Jingle! Ma

')’

la nhac hiéu cho phim Psych

“Giét chét nhitng ké dang ngo!” Babette hét 1én.

Chi can nghe qua, Leo biét d6 1a mot tin hiéu thoat hiém.

Cau thyc hién mot manh 16i dang tin cdy. Tw day that lung do nghé, cau
chop ldy mét binh dau va tat thanh dwong vong cung tredc mat minh, lam
cac Maenad w6t sting. Cau khong mudn lam ai bi thwong, nhwng cau tw nhac
minh nhé nhitng c6 gai nay khong phai la con nguoi. Ho la cac tinh linh ty
nhién nhit quyét mudn xé toac cau thanh ti'ng manh. Cau triéu hoi Itra trén
tay va lam cho dau boc chay.
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note:
note:

Mot bitc twdng ltra bao phu 1ay cac nit than cdy. Jason va Piper xoay ngoat
mot tram tam muoi do va bo chay. Leo theo ngay sau ho.

Cau ct twdng sé nghe thay tiéng gao thét cia cac Maenad. Thay vao do
lai 1a nhitng tiéng cwoi 16n. Cau liéc ra sau va nhin thdy cac Maenad dang
nhin nhdy qua twong lita bang chan tran. Nhitng chiéc do dam dang bdc
khoéi, nhung dudng nhw cac & khong quan tam. Ho nhdy qua Ita nhu thé
dang choi dua dugi voi phun nuGce vay.

“Cam on, nhitng ké dang ngo kia!” Babette cwdi vang. “Sy dién cuong
khién cho bon ta mién nhiém vdi ltra, nhirng né lam bon ta thdy bu6n buon!
Trixie, g&i dén nhitng ké dang ngd d6 mot mon qua cdm on nao!”

Trixie nhay 1én déng da tang. A ta 6m 14y tdng da c6 kich thuéc cia mot
cai ta lanh va nhdc né 1én trén dau minh.

“Chay!” Piper noi.

“Chung ta dang chay day thoi!” Jason tang toc.

“Chay nhanh hon nita!” Leo hét léen.

Ho dén dugc ria khodng ring thwa thi mot bong den bay vot qua dau ho.

“Huong sang trai!” Leo gao l1én.

Ho lao nhanh vao ring cay. Thich. Téang da roi xuong ké bén ho kem theo
mot am thanh vang doi, chi cach ché Leo ditng vai phan. Lic ho dang trugt
xuong khe ndi, Leo sdy chan. Cau dam sam vao Jason va Piper, két qua la
bon ho cung lan 16ng 16¢ xuéng déc nhw mét qua cau tuyét. Ho lao am vao
con sudi cua Brooke, giip d& nhau ditng 1én va loang choang tién vao sau
hon trong ritng. Phia sau hg, Leo nghe thdy cac Maenad cwoi dua la hét, du
do Leo quay tré lai dé ho c6 thé xé xac cau.

V1 ly do nay hoac ly do khac, Leo da khong bi du.

Jason kéo Piper va Leo ra sau mot cay so6i 16n roi ding lai dé thd. Khuyu
tay Piper bi triy xuw6c kha ning. Ong quan bén trai ctia Jason rach te tua gan
hét, vi thé trong nhw trén chan cau ay la mot cai do choang khong tay bang
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vai denim. Du thé nao chang nita, ho cling da lan dugc xudng doi ma khong
tiéu doi béi vii khi cta chinh minh. Mot phép la.

“Ta danh bai cac Maenad bang cach nao day?” Jason hoéi. “Ho mién
nhiém véi lira. Ho manh 1am.”

“Ta khong thé giét ho,” Piper ndi.

“Phai c6 cach nao d6 chit,” Leo thém vao.

“Khong. Ta khong thé giét ho,” Piper lap lai. “Bat c ai giét chét mot
Maenad déu dinh phai 16i nguyén tir than Dionysus. Hai cau khong doc cac
cau chuyén c6 sao? Ngudi nao giét mon dé ctia 6ng ay déu sé phat dién va bi
bién thanh loai vat hay... trm, nhitng thi? té hai.”

“Con kinh hon viéc dé cho cdc Maenad xé x4c ching ta sao?” Jason hoi.

Piper khong tra 101, khuon mat c6 day mo héi. Leo quyét dinh khong hoi
chi tiét.

“Piéu nay mdi tuyét lam sao,” Jason noéi. “Vay ra ching ta phai ngan ho
lai ma khong dwoc giét ho. Ai c6 tdm keo dinh con trung nao that 1én
khong?”

“Bon ho dong gap bon lan ching ta,” Piper néi. “Ngoai ra...” C6 nam lay
c6 tay Leo va xem déng ho. “Chung ta con hai mwoi phat cho dén khi
Boong-ke 9 no tung.”

“Pay la nhiém vu bat kha thi,” Jason két luan.

“Chung ta chét chac r6i,” Piper dong y.

Nhung tam tri Leo dang xoay mong mong, tién vao trang thai tang toc.
Cau luon dat dugce hiéu sudt cao nhat khi s viéc trd nén bat kha thi.

Ngan chan cac Maenad ma khong can phai tiéu diét ho... Boong-ke 9...
tam keo dinh cén trung. M6t y twédng chot xuat hién, hét nhw mot trong so
nhitng chiéc may ky cuc dién r6 cua cau, tit ca cac banh rang va pit-tong
dwgc lap vao an khép véi nhau mot cach hoan haéo.

“T¢ nghi ra r6i,” cau reo lén. “Jason, cau sé di tim Buford. Cau biét n6
chay hudng nao roi ddy. Di vong lai va tim né, r6i mang né quay vé Boong-
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ke, nhanh 1én nhé! Mot khi da cach dua xa vdi cac Maenad, biét dau cau lai
kiém soat duwgc cac ngon gio. Sau dé cau co thé bay.”

Jason cau may. “Thé con hai cau?”

“Bon t& sé gitp cau danh lac hwéng cac Maenad,” Leo noéi, “bang cach
thang tién dén Boong-ke 9.”

Piper ho khan. “T¢ xin 16i, nhung chang phai Boong-ke 9 sdp né sao?”

“Pung thé, nhung néu dwa dwgc cac Maenad vao trong, t6 cd cach dé
cham lo cho ho.”

Jason hoai nghi. “Ngay ca khi cau c6 thé lam thé, t& sé van phai tim thay
Buford va lay lai bo phan diéu hwéng mang vé cho cau trong vong hai muoi
phut. Néu khéng, cau, Piper va mot ta nit than cay dién khung dé sé né banh
xac.”

“Tin t6 di,” Leo cam doan. “Va gio chi con lai mwoi chin phut.”

“T¢ thich ké hoach nay.” Piper rén ngudi tdi hon Jason. “Phong truong
hop té bi n6 tung. Lam on nhanh 1én nhé.”

Jason tham chi chang kip dap lai. Cau ay lao nhanh nhw chép vao rirng.
“Pi thoi,” Leo bao Piper. “Hay mai cac Maenad dén cho cuda té nao.”

Trudc kia Leo da tirng tham gia nhiéu tro choi trong rirng — phan 16n la
tro cwép co - nhung ngay ca phién ban danh tran chinh thitc ctia Trai Con
Lai cling chang dang sg mdy so vdi viéc chay tron cac Maenad. Trong nang
chiéu nhat dan, Piper va cau thodi lui vé phia Boong-ke, miéng thé ra khoi.
Thinh thodng Leo sé hét lén, “Bita tiéc & dang nay!” dé cdc Maenad biét vi
tri cia ho. Viéc do6 kha la khé khan, doi héi dén su khéo 1éo, vi Leo phai &
da xa nham tranh bi tém, nhung ciing da gan dé cac Maenad khong mat dau
ho.

Thi thodng cau lai nghe thay nhitng tiéng kéu la kinh hai khi cAc Maenad
tinh co di ngang qua cho vai quéi vat hodc tinh linh ty nhién xau s6. Mot
lan, c6 tiéng thét sén gai 6c xuyén thing khong gian, theo sau la am thanh
nghe nhu tiéng mot cai cay bi mot doi quan s6c chudt hung dit tiéu diét. Leo
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sg dén noi suyt khong di chuyén dwge. Cau doan la sy song cia nit than
rirng t6i nghiép nao do vira mai két thic. Leo biét cac tinh linh tw nhién c6
thé tai sinh, nhwng tiéng kéu hap hoi trwedc khi chét van la am thanh kinh
khuing nhat ma cau ttrng nghe.

“Nhitng ké dang ngo!” Babette hét vang khap canh rirng. “Dén day tiéc
tung cung bon ta nao!”

Giong a ta moi lic mot gan hon. Ban nang cia Leo mach bao cau phai
ti€p tuc chay. Quén Boong-ke 9 di. C6 thé cau va Piper sé chay dén dwoc ria
vu no.

Sau do sao nita... bd mac Jason mat mang u? Khién cac Maenad tan xac,
va r6i Leo c6 thé phai hitng chiu 16i nguyén cta than Dionysus? Ma liéu vu
no cé giét dwgc cac Maenad khong? Leo khong biét. Chuyén gi sé xdy ra
néu cac Maenad song sét va tiép tuc tim kiém than Dionysus? Thé nao bon
ho cling sé tim thdy cac trai vién khac. Khong, d6 khong phai la mot Iya
chon. Nhat dinh Leo phai bao vé cac ban minh. Ciu van c6 thé citu lay con
thuyén Argo II.

“Pang nay!” cau hét 1én. “Bita tiéc & nha t6i!”
Cau chop lay c6 tay Piper va chay hét toc luwc vé Boong-ke.

Cau nhan thdy cac Maenad dang dén gan ch6é minh nhanh hon, qua tiéng
buwéc chan tran dang chay bang bang trén co, tiéng canh cdy gdy, tiéng
nhitng ly eggnog dap vao nhitng tang da.

“Sap dén r6i.” Piper chi qua bén kia canh ring. Cach dé khoang chin
muoi mét, mot vach da voi thang ditng xuat hién, danh dau 16i vao Boong-
ke 9.

Leo c6 cam giac tim minh dap ron nhu cai buong dot ¢ trang thai tGi han
vay, nhung roi ho cling dén dwgc cho vach da. Cau vo tay vao 16p da voi.
Ltra chay thanh dwong khap mat vach da, dan 16 ra dudng nét cia mot canh
ctra khong 16.

“Pi thoi! Pi thoi!” Leo giuc.
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Cau da pham phai sai lam khi li€c nhin ra sau. Cach d6 khong xa, &
Maenad dau tién xuat hién bén ngoai canh rirng. P6i mét & ta dé ngau. A
cuoi toe toét v@i cai miéng day rang nanh réi vung phan méng tay da bién
thanh méng vuot chém 1én cai cdy gan nhat, ché né ra lam doi. M6t con 16c
la cay nho nho cudn 1én quanh &, nhw thé ngay ca khong khi ciing dang tre
nén mat kiém soat.

“Nao, a than!” a ta goi 16n. “Hay cung ta dén cac budi tiéc tung nao!”

Leo biét yéu cau ay la dién ro, nhung 10i no6i cta a ta cit lung bung trong
tai cau. Mot phan trong cau mudn chay vé phia a ta.

Oi cha, nhéc, cau ty nhii. Quy tdc Vang danh cho cdc A than day: Mi sé
khong choi tro Hokey Pokey vdi nhitng ké tdm than.

Thé nhung cdu van bwdc mot bude dén cho a Maenad.

“Dirng lai di, Leo.” Loi n6i mé hodc cua Piper da cttu cau, khién cau ding
sitng ngay tai cho. “Sy dién ro6 cta than Dionysus dang tac dong dén cau
ddy. Cau kh6ng muon chét co ma.”

Cau run ray hit that sau. “Dung thé. Ho sé trd nén manh hon. Chiing ta
phai nhanh lén.”

Cubi cung, canh ctta Boong-ke cfing hé md. A Maenad ham hé. Cac ban
cla a ti trong rirng Ua ra, dong loat tdn cong cau.

“Quay nguwoi lai!” Piper ra 1énh cho cac Maenad bang giong diéu c6 stic
thuyét phuc nhat cia minh. “Bon ta dang ditng sau luwng cac ngwoi bon muoi
lam mét!”

Do la mét goi y vo cung bubn cwdi, nhung 10i n6i mé hoac ngay 1ap tirc
phat huy tac dung. Tat cad cAc Maenad xoay lai va chay ngugc vé con duong
ma ho vira mdi di qua, r6i ldo dao dirng lai, trong ci¥ ngan ca ra.

Leo va Piper chui nhanh vao trong Boong-ke.

“Pong cwra lai sao?” Piper hoi.

“Khong!” Leo néi. “Chung ta can ho vao day.”

“Chuing ta can v? K€ hoach la gi?”
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“Ké hoach.” Leo c6 dé dau 6c minh minh man.

Ho c6 nhiéu nhat 1a ba mwoi gidy tredc khi may & Maenad ta vao. Dong
co cta Argo II sé no tung trong — cau kiém tra dong ho - 6i, thanh than oi,
con muoi hai phut thoi sao?

“T¢ phai lam gi day?” Piper cat tiéng hoi. “Nao, Leo.”

Tam tri Leo dan thong thoang hon. Pay la dia ban ctia cdu. Cau khong thé
dé cac & Maenad d6 gianh phan thang.

Leo v6 ldy hop diéu khién bang dong véi doc mot nit do trén ban lam
viéc gan nhat. Cau dwa n6 cho Piper. “T¢ can hai phit. Cau leo 1én cac 16i di
trén kia. Danh lac hwéng may & Maenad d6 nhw cau da lam bén ngoai ay,
duwgc khong? Khi té ra 1énh, du & bat c dau, cau cling phai an cai nat do.
Nhung khong duge an né trede khi td bao nhé.”

“Cai nay c6 tac dung gi?” Piper thac mac.

“Chua c6 gi. TG phai di dat bay da.”

“Hai phut.” Piper gat dau ditt khoat. “Cau c6 chirng ay thoi gian.”

Co0 ay chay dén cai thang gan nhat va bat dau leo 1én, trong khi Leo phong
nhw bay veé phia cu6i cac 16i di, chop lay vai moén do tir rrong dé nghé va ta
vat dung. Cau mang theo cac linh kién may méc va day dién, gat m& md
cong tac va kich hoat thiét bi cAm bién hen gio trén cac bang diéu khién bén
trong Boong-ke. Cau khong con ban tam minh hién dang lam gi, t6c d6 con
nhanh hon mot nghé si dwong cam nghi vé noi minh dat tay trén phim dan.
Cau chi lao di nhuw bay khap Boong-ke, mang tat ca cac bd phan dén lap
ghép.

Cau nghe thay tiéng cac & Maenad chen nhau tién vao Boong-ke. Khyng
lai m6t chdc vi ngac nhién, bon ho tram tré a o, thich tha véi cai hang 16n
day cac vat lap lanh.

“Nguoi dang & dau?” Babette goi 16n. “Chua té Dionysus gia mao cua ta!
Hay du tiéc cung bon ta nao!”
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Leo c6 tim cach bd ngoai tai giong 4 ta. R6i cau nghe thay tiéng Piper, &
dau dé6 trén cac 16i di trén cao, goi 16n: “Chiing ta thir khiéu vii kiéu bon cap

'))

theo hinh vuong thi thé nao nhi? Bén trai, quay

Céac 4 Maenad boi r6i la hét.

“T6ém lay ban nhdy ctia minh!” Piper ho 1én. “Xoay c6 dy di nao!”

Thém nhiéu tiéng la hét, kéu thét cung vai tiéng CACH CACH. Hinh nhuw
vai & Maenad vtra x6 nhau vao cac vat thé kim loai nang trich.

“Ngting lai!” Babette hét 16n. “Khong duwgc tom 1ay dong ban ctia minh!
Tém tén a than do!”

Piper ra thém vai ménh lénh nita, nhung duwong nhw 10i n6i mé hodc dang
mat dan dnh huéng.

Leo nghe thdy tiéng buwéc chan nén manh trén cac thanh ngang cua cai
thang.

“Leo?” Piper hét to. “Pa hét hai phut chwa?”

“Chi mot gidy nita thoi!” Leo tim thay thit cudi cung ma cdu can — mot
chong vai vang sang 1ap lanh c6 kich thwéc bang mot cai chan. Cau nhét tdim
kim loai vao mét 6ng dan khi nén gan do va kéo can gat. Xong — gia str la ké
hoach sé hiéu qua.

Cau chay dén chinh giita Boong-ke, ngay trudc con thuyén Argo II va hét
16n, “Nay! Ta ¢ day nay!”

Cau chia hai tay minh ra va cuoi toe toét. “Dén day nao! Dén tiéc tung vGi
ta nao!”

Leo liéc nhin may dém trén dong co thuyén. Con sau phit rudi nita. Cau
wdc gi minh da khong nhin sang huwéng ay.

Cac & Maenad leo xudng thang va than trong bao vay cau. Leo nhdy nhot
va hat ngau nhién cac bai nhac hiéu trén truyén hinh, hy vong lam thé sé
khién ho do dy. Cau can tat ca cac Maenad tap trung lai trwedc khi bat bay.

“Hat theo nao!” cau noi.
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Cac @ Maenad cau nhau. D6i mat dé nhw mau cua ho trong day gian dir va
kho6 chiu. Nhitng chiéc vong ran trén dau phun phi phi. Cac cay gdy num
thong lap 1oe anh ltra mau tia.

Babette la ngudi cudi cung tham gia bita tiéc. Nhin thay Leo ditng mot
minh, khong vii trang va dang nhay mua, a ta thich chi cuwoi 16n.

“Nguoi da thong minh dé chap nhan s6 ménh cia minh,” a ta néi. “Chda
té Dionysus thdt sy’ sé hai long lam day.”

“Um, vé chuyén do6 dy a,” Leo néi. “Ta nghi c6 ly do dé 6ng ay déi s6
dién thoai cia minh. Cac nguoi chang phai mén dé cua ong ay. Cac nguoi la
nhitng ké theo dudi cuéng tin dién khung. Cac nguoi khong tim thay 6ng ay
vi 6ng ay khong muon gap cac nguwoi nita.”

“No6i dbi!” Babette néi. “Bon ta 1a cac tinh linh ctia than rugu! Ong ay tu

'”

hao vé bon ta

“Di nhién r6i,” Leo khiéu khich. “Ta cling c6 vai ngwdi ba con dé hoi. Ta
khong trach Ngai D. dwoc.”

“Giét han ta!” Babette rit lén.

“Khoan!” Leo gio hai tay 1én. “Cac nguoi cé thé giét ta, nhung chang phai
cac ngwoi mudn c6 mot bita tiéc thuc thu sao?”

Y nhu cau hy vong, cac & Maenad déu luong ly.

“Tiéc tung?” Candy hoi.

“Tiéc tung?” Buffy lap lai.

“0, ding thé!” Leo ngwdc 1én va hét vé phia cac 16i di trén khong: “Piper?
Dba dén lic quay cai thi do roi day!”

Trong ba gidy dai dén khong ngo, chang c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. Leo chi
ding dé, cuoi toe toét vGi mot ta nit than cay dién cubng, nhitng nguoi
muon thai cau ra thanh cac khéi & than vira miéng.

ROi toan bd Boong-ke vu vii khéi dong. Xung quanh cdc & Maenad, cac
dwong 6ng 16 ra khéi mat san va xit khoi mau tia. Hé thong 6ng dan khi nén
phun ra cac vé bao kim loai nho, trong nhu hoa gidy 14p la 1ap lanh. Tam
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bang-r6n ma thuat phia trén ho tda sang va thay doéi dong chit trén do,
CHAO MUNG, CAC N THAN CAY THAN KINH!

Co tiéng nhac phat ra tir dan am thanh — cac bai hat cta Rolling Stones,
ban nhac yéu thich cia me Leo. Cau thich nghe ching trong ltic lam viéc, vi
diéu dé goi cho cau nhé dén nhitng nam thang twoi dep trwdc kia, khi cau
dén xwdng cia me minh choi dua.

Roi hé thong day t0i ngodt vao dung vi tri, va mot qua cau gwong bat dau
ha xudng ngay trén dau Leo.

Tai 16i di trén khong bén trén, Piper nhin cham chdam vao mé hon loan ma
co da tao ra bang cach an mot nit bam, miéng c6 ¢t ha hoc ca ra. Tham chi
cac @ Maenad déu c6 vé bi an twong bai bita tiéc trong tirc khac nay caa Leo.

Néu c6 thém vai phit nita, Leo sé ché ra thém nhiéu thit t6t hon — mot
may chiéu la-ze, phao hoa, c6 thé 1a m6t s6 mén trang miéng va mot cai may
chita thitc uéng. Nhung véi nhitng gi cau da lam trong hai phut thi ciing
khong té lam. Mot vai & Maenad bat dau khiéu vii bon cdp theo hinh vuong.
Nguoi thi nhay Hokey Pokey.

Chi co Babette trong khong bi anh hvong. “Cai tro lvong gat nay la gi?” a
ta gang hoi. “Ngwoi khong tao ra mot bita tiéc danh cho than Dionysus!”

“0, khong sao?” Leo liéc nhin 1én. Qua ciu guong di gan trong tim vai.
“Nguoi chra dugce thay tro lwong gat cudi cung cta ta dau.”

Qua cau méd bung ra. M6t cai moc sat roi xuéng, va Leo nhdy 1én chup lay

)

no.

“Tém lay han ta!” Babette hét vang. “Cac Maenad, tan cong!”

May man la, a ta gap rac roi trong viéc gy chud y vai ho. Piper da bat dau
huwéng dan nhay bon cédp lan nita, lam ho ling ting v&i cac ménh 1énh dé
khoc dé& cwdi. “Quay trai, quay phdi, cung dau vao nhau! Ngoi xuéng, ditng
1én, trong cay chuoi!”

Day rong roc kéo Leo lén cao, cac Maenad tu tap lai bén dudi cau, tao
thanh m&t nhém dau ra day. Babette nhdy 1én vo 1ay cau. Méng vuot cta a ta
vut hut hai chan cau.
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“Pa dén lic!” cau 1am bam madt minh, cau nguyén rang thiét bi bam gio
da duoc dat chinh xac.

BUP! Ong dan khi nén gan nhét ban ra bitc man bang vang c6 dang mit
lwgi trum 1én cac & Maenad nhw mét cai du, bao ho lai. Mot ci ban tuyét
hao.

Cac a4 Maenad vung vay, hong tim cach thoat khéi tam Iwgi. Ho c6 gat n6
ra, vita can xé vira chém diit cac sgi day bang rang va méng tay, nhung khi
ho dam da roi gidy giua, tdm lwéi don gian la bién doi hinh dang, dan ciing
lai thanh mét cai 16ng hinh 1ap phwong bang sang lap lanh.

Leo cuoi toe toét. “Piper, an nut thém lan nita!”

Co lam theo. Tiéng nhac tat di. Bita tiéc két thuc.

Leo tir méc sat nhay xudng céi 16ng méi duge tao ra. Cau giam giam lén
phan noc, chi dé chac chan, nhung cau cam thay né citng nhu titan vay.

“Tha bon ta ra!” Babette hét Ién. “DPay la tro ma thuat xau xa gi thé nay?”

A ta lao ngudi vao céac thanh chin, tuy nhién, du & c6 khée dén dau thi
cling khéng an nham gi véi vang ca. Cac Maenad khac rit 1én va gao thét,
dong thoi dung cac cay gdy nam théng dap manh vao long.

Leo nhdy xudng dat. “Thua cac quy co, gio day sé la bita tiéc cta riéng
ta. Cai 16ng nay dugc lam tir tdm lwdi cua than Hephaestus, mdt bién phéap
nho nhé ma cha ta nghi ra. Cé thé cac nguoi da nghe noéi dén cau chuyén.
Ong da bit qua tang vg minh, nit than Aphrodite, dang ting tiu v&i than
Ares, vi thé than Hephaestus da ném tam lw6i vang bao 1ay hai nguoi kia va
treo ho Ién dé moi ngwdi chiém nguwdng. Ho bi ket trong d6 mai cho dén khi
cha ta quyét dinh tha ho ra. Con tdm lwéi & day u? N6 duwgc lam tir cung mot
chat liéu. Néu hai vi than khong thé thoat khoi nd, cac nguai cling khong co6
ctra dau.”

Leo tin chac rang cau ding vé diéu do. Trong nha tu, cdc Maenad phat
dién dang noi con thinh no, ho leo 1én ngwdi nhau va c6 xé rach cac mat
lwdi, ti€c la khong thanh cong.

Piper nhanh nhen xudng thang va dén bén cau. “Leo, cau that tuyét.”
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“Té biét ma.” Cau nhin man hinh hién thi s6 ké bén dong co thuyén. Trai
tim cau triu nang. “Chi con khoang hon hai phut nita. R6i t& sé hét tuyét
VOi.”

“Oi khong.” Nét mit Piper xiu xuéng. “Chiing ta can phai ra khéi day!”

Dot nhién, Leo nghe thdy mdt am thanh quen thudc vang lén tir 16i vao
Boong-ke: tiéng hoi nwdc phut phut, cac banh rang cot két cot ket, tiéng leng
keng lanh canh cua nhitng cai chan kim loai dang chay trén san nha.

“Buford!” Leo kéu lén. Cai ban ty dong vui mirng chay veé phia cau, kéu
phi phi om som, khién cdc hoc ti cia n6 phat ra tiéng dong lach ca lach
cach.

Jason di dang sau no, cuoi toe toét. “DPang dgi bon t§ sao?”

Leo 6m cham 14y cai ban lam viéc nhé. “Cho tao xin 16i may nhé, Buford.
Tao hira sé khong bao gio tiv cho minh la ding nita dau. Chi dung Pledge
hwong chanh vGi cong thitc gitt am t6i da ma thoi, ban than yéu. Bat c lic
nao may muodn nhé!”

Buford phi phéo hoi nwdc day hanh phic.

“Um, Leo nay?” Piper giuc. “Con vu n6 thi sao?”

“Pung 16i!” Leo m& hoc tu trudc cua Buford va chdp 1dy bé phan diéu
hwéng. Cau chay vé phia budng dét. Con hai muoi ba gidy. O, t6t. Khong
can phai voi va.

Cau sé chi c6 mot co hoi duy nhat dé sita sai. Leo can than lap bo phan
diéu hwdng vao dung vi tri. Cau dong buong dot lai va nin thé. Bong co bat
dau kéu rén. Cac ong tru thay tinh néng ruc va phat sang. Néu Leo khong
mién nhiém véi Itta, cau kha chdc minh sé c6 mot vét chay nang xau xi lam.

Than thuyén lac manh. Toan bo Boong-ke dwdng nhu rung 1én.

“Leo?” Jason cang thang hoi.

“Cho da,” Leo ndi.

“Tha bon ta ra!” bén trong cai 16ng vang, Babette rit 1én. “Néu nguwoi tieu
diét bon ta, than Dionysus sé lam cho cac ngwoi phai khon don day!”
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“Chac ong dy sé gdi cho bon t0i thiép cdm on dy chi,” Piper lam bam.
“Nhung chuyén do6 chang sao. Tat ca ching ta sé chét chung.”

Ldch cdch, ldch cdch, lach cdch. Cac khoang khac nhau ctia buong dot
m& ra. Cac chat 16ng va khi cue ky nguy hiém chdy qua bo phan diéu hwdng.
bong co rung rinh. Roi sttc nong ha xudng, suw rung lac lich kich gidm dan
thanh am thanh mdy n6é déu déu dé chiu.

Leo dat tay lén than thuyén, gio dang nhé nhe rung v6i nang lugng twr
phép thuat. Buford au yém co vao chan cau va phun hoi nwéc phi pheéo.

“Pung thé day, Buford.” Leo quay lai nhin cac ban minh vé&i vé tw hao.
“P¢ la am thanh ctia mot dong co sé khéng bi no.”

Leo khong nhan ra minh da cang thang nhiéu nhw thé nao cho dén khi cau
ngat di.

Luc tinh lai, cdu thdy minh dang nam trén mot cai vong gan Argo II. Toan
b6 thanh vién nha than Hephaestus déu c6 mat ¢ do6. Ho da dwa dong co di
vao trang thai hoat dong 6n dinh va tat ca déu dang biéu 10 sy kinh ngac véi
tai nang xuat sac caa Leo.

Khi cau dirng 1én, Jason va Piper kéo cau sang ben, cam doan ho khong
ké cho bét ctt ai nghe vé viéc con thuyén sém ti thi da né tung nhw thé nao.
Sé khong mot ai biét vé sai Jam nghiém trong suyt da xéa sé ca khu rirng.

Thé nhung Leo khong tai nao ngirng run ray. Thiéu chit niva thi cau hay
hoai moi thit. D€ binh tinh lai, cau 16i chai Pledge hwong chanh ra va can
than danh béng Buford. Ro6i cau lay bo phan diéu hwéng dw phong ra khoi
ngan kéo ctia Buford, dat vao trong ti dung vat dung khong cé chan roi khéa
lai. D€ phong ngira &y ma. Buford c6 thé trd nén that thwong.

Mot gio sau, bac Chiron va anh Argus tiv Nha Lén dén dé lo vu cac
Maenad.

Anh Argus, doi trudng doi an ninh, la mot anh chang t6c vang cao 16n vGi
hang tram con mat trén khap co thé. Anh 4y c6 vé xau ho khi biét mot ta
Maenad nguy hiém da tham nhap vao dia hat cia minh ma minh lai chang
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chid y dén. Anh Argus khong bao gid néi chuyén, nhung mat anh ay do birng
va tat ca cac con mat trén nguwdoi anh ay déu nhin cham cham vao san nha.

Bac Chiron, giam doc trai, trong nhw bi lam phién hon la lo lang. Bac ay
cti nhin cac Maenad mot cach cham chu — diéu bac ay cé thé 1am khi 1a mét
nhan ma. Tt that lung tré xudng, bac dy la mot con ngya trang. Tw that lung
trd 1én, bac ay la mot ngwoi dan ong trung nién dé rau cé mai téc nau quan
tit, cung va ong tén deo sau lung.

“0, lai 1a ho w,” bac Chiron néi. “Chao Babette.”

“Bon ta sé tiéu diét cac nguoi!” Babette rit Ién. “Bon ta sé nhdy mua cung
cac nguoi, cho cac nguoi an nhitng mon trang miéng ngon tuyét, tiéc tung
v6i cac ngwoi cho dén rang sang roi xé cac nguai ra thanh tirng manh!”

“A ha.” Bac Chiron trong ching s¢ hai chit nao. Bac quay sang Leo va
nhitng nguwdi ban cda cau. “Lam t6t 1am, ba dita. Lan cudi cung nhitng c6 gai
nay dén tim than Dionysus, ho da gay ra kha nhiéu thiét hai. Cac chau da bat
dugc ho trwde khi moi chuyén tréd nén khong thé kiém soat. Néu biét ho bi
tom, han Than Dionysus sé hai long lam.”

“Vay ra ho lam 6ng dy kho chiu sao?” Leo héi.

“Di nhién r6i,” bac Chiron n6i. “Ngai D ghét cau lac bd nguwoi ham md
ong dy chang kém gi ong ay ghét cac a than vay.”

“Bon ta khong phai cau lac bd ngudi ham mo!” Babette rén ri. “Bon ta la
cac mon dé, la nhitng ngwdi duwgc ngai dy lwa chon, bon ta dac biét!”

“Um hitm,” bac Chiron lai  hi.

“Vay...” Piper bit ritt khong yén. “Than Dionysus sé dong y cho ching ta
tieu diet ho dung khong a?”

“O khong, 6ng dy sé khong dong y dau!” bac Chiron néi. “Bon ho van sé
la cAc mon dé cua 6ng ay, ngay ca khi 6ng ay ghét ho. Néu cac chau dong
dén ho, than Dionysus sé budc phdi lam cho cac chau tréd nén dién dién
khung khung hodc sé giét cac chau. Chac la ca hai. Vay nén gidi quyét nhw
thé nay la t6t 1am.” Bac dy nhin anh Argus. “Van tién hanh nhv lan treée
chtt nhi?”
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Anh Argus gat dau r6i ra hiéu cho mot trong s6 cac trai vién nha than
Hephaestus, nguoi 14i dén mot chiéc xe nang, nhac cai 1ong 1én.

“Bac sé lam gi v6i ho?” Jason hoi.

Béac Chiron mim cuwdi day than ai. “Chuing ta sé tong ho dén mot noi ma
ho cdm thay nhw dang & nha, bang cach dwa ho Ién chuyén xe buyt dén
thanh phé Atlantic.”

“Ai cha,” Leo néi. “Chéng phai noi d6 da da ric r6i roi sao?”

“Dung lo,” bac Chiron cam doan. “Cac Maenad sé nhanh chong chan tiéc
tung thoi. Ho sé mét moi va can kiét sitc lyc cho dén sang nam. Ho duwong
nhw thwong xuat hién vao khoang céac dip 1é. Kha la gay kho chiu.”

Cac Maenad bi chd di. Bac Chiron va anh Argus quay tr@ lai Nha Lon,
cac trai vién trong nha Leo gitip cau khoa Boong-ke 9 lai vi trdi da t6i.

Thuong thi Leo sé lam viéc cho dén lic rang sang, nhung cau quyét dinh
hom nay minh da vat va da roi. Du sao thi dém nay ciing la dém trwéc Giang
sinh. Cau xing dang dugc nghi ngoi.

Trai Con Lai khong hdn la t6 chitc an ming 1é Giang sinh ctia nguoi
pham, nhung tai dém Ira trai, moi nguwdi déu co6 tam trang vui vé. Vai trai
vién dang udng eggnog. Leo, Jason va Piper 10 mén dy di va thay vao dé, ca
ba udng so-c6-la noéng.

Ho lang nghe cac bai hat dong ca va ngam nhin nhitng tia It¥a tir dong ltra
trai cuén cudn bay vé phia cac vi sao.

“Mot 1an nita, cac cau lai citu mang t6,” Leo néi vGi cac ban minh. “Cam
on nhé.”

Jason mim cudi. “San long giup cau lam bat cit diéu gi, Valdez a. Cau c6
chac gio Argo II sé dugc an toan khong?”

“An toan a? Khong dau. Nhung né khong con trong tinh trang chay no
nguy hiém nita. Chac thé.”

Piper cuwoi 16n. “Tuyét. T cam thay tot hon réi ddy.”
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Ho ngoi ddy, lang im tan hwéng nhitng gidy phut bau ban bén nhau,
nhung Leo biét day chi la mot khodng lang yén binh ngan ngui. Chién
thuyén Argo II phéi dugc hoan thanh vao ngay ha chi. R6i ho sé phai roi di
dé thwe hién cudc phiéu lwu quan trong nhat cua ho - dau tién la tim kiém
nha cii caa Jason, trai La Ma. Sau d6... cac tén khong 16 dang cho dgi ho.
bat Me Gaea, ké thu manh nhat ctia cac vi than, dang chi huy cac doi quan
ctia ba ta tiéu diét dinh Olympus. D€ ngan chan Gaea, Leo va cac ban sé
phai di thuyén dén Hy Lap, qué huong xa xwa cta cac vi than. Béng thoi
Leo ciing biét minh c6 thé chét bat ct Itic nao trén duong di.

Dau thé, vao lic nay, cau quyét dinh tan hwdng khoang thoi gian vui vé
ma ban than dang c6. Khi sinh ménh ban phu thudc vao thiét bi bAm gio cta
mot vu nd khong thé tranh, do la tat ca nhitng gi ban c6 thé lam.

Cau nang ly s6-co-la néng cuia minh 1én. “Vi nhitng nguoi ban.”
“Vi nhitng ngudi ban,” Piper va Jason dong y.

Leo ngoi day cho dén khi nguwdi héat chinh nha than Apollo dé nghi tat ca
bon ho nhdy Hokey Pokey. Thé la Leo quyét dinh da dén gio di ngu.

https://thuviensach.vn



MOT LOI NHAN TU RICK RIORDAN

Series PERCY JACKSON ban dau Ia mot cau chuyén ké dau givong

danh cho con trai toi, Halley. Vao mua xuan nam 2002, khi Haley vao 16p
mot, thang bé bat dau gap rac réi ¢ treong. Ching t6i nhanh chong phat hién
ra thang bé mac chitng hiéu dong thai qua va chitng khé doc. Diéu nay khién
cho viéc doc trd nén khé khan vai Halley, nhung Halley lai rat thich than
thoai Hy Lap, 1a m6n ma t6i da day & truong trung hoc trong nhiéu nam. Bé
giup con trai duy tri hitng thu véi viéc doc, khi & nha, t6i da ké cho Haley
nghe cac cau chuyén than thoai do6. Khi t6i hét chuyén dé ke, thang bé da
yéu cau toi sang tac ra mot cau chuyén mdi. Két qua la cau chuyén vé Percy
Jackson, mot & than song & thoi hién dai mac chitng hiéu dong thai qua’khé
doc, da dugc truyén cam hitng viét ra bgi chinh su c6 gang cta con trai toi.

Nam thang qua di, Haley va Percy cung nhau 16n len. Percy tré thanh mot
anh hung. Haley lam dwgc vai viéc kha la qua cam. Thang bé da hoc dwoc
cach khac phuc nhitng han ché trong viéc hoc, dat danh hiéu xuat sac &
treong, tréd thanh mot con mot sach, va — da lam t6i v6 cung sttng sot khi —
quyét dinh viét nhitng cudn sach cta chinh minh. Thang bé vira hoan thanh
xong ban thdo tiéu thuyét dau tay, dai hon bat cit cuén sach nao toi tirng
viét! Toi cling phai thira nhan rang ky nang viét ctia con trai virgt xa minh
khi t6i & tuéi muwoi sdu nhw Haley.

Vao thoi diém viét cau chuyén nay, Haley va Percy bang tu6i nhau —
muoi sdu. Toi 1ay lam kinh ngac khi thay cé hai dita da tién xa nhu thé nao.
Khi 1én ké hoach viét cac cau chuyén cho cudn sach nay, t6i chgt nghi chac
Haley sé c6 diéu gi d6 muon noi vé thé gidi ctia Percy. Xét cho cung, thang
bé 1a ngwoi da truyén cdm hitng dé toi sang tac. Néu khong co6 s dong vién
c6 vii cia Halley, t6i sé khong bao gi¢ viét ra duge Ké Cdp Tia Chop.

Toi da héi Haley la liéu thang bé c6 mudn déng goép gi cho cudn Nhdt Ky
A Than nay khong. Halley ngay 1ap ttc nhan lay thtt thach. Két qua la
chuyén ké “Con Trai Nit Than Phép Thuat”, trong d6 Haley da tao ra mot
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pham vi méi trong thé giGi ctia Percy, dugc thanh hinh. Cau chuyén cua
thang bé xoay quanh mot cau hoi hap dan: Sau Vi Than Cuéi Cung, chuyén
gi da xdy ra vdi cac 4 than gia nhap doi quan cua Kronos?

Céac ban sé dwoc tai ngd vai mot a than trong s6 do. Ngoai ra la vai cau tra
10i cho cac thac mac vé cach thivc Man Swong Mu hoat déng cting nhw 1y do
tai sao quai vat c6 thé “danh hoi” thay cac anh hung. Udc gi t6i cling nghi ra
duwoc cac y twdng nay!

Moi viéc duong nhu tré nén thich hgp khi Haley va t6i da quay lai diém
xuat phat ban dau. Thang bé, nguwdi da truyén cam hing cho t6i sang tao ra
Percy Jackson, gio dang ty minh viét vé thé gigi cia Percy. T6i xin han hanh
gidi thiéu vdi cac ban “Con Trai Ni* Than Phép Thuat”, cau chuyén dau tién
cua Haley Riordan.
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CON TRAI NU THAN PHEP THUAT

Tdc gia: HALEY RIORDAN

“THONG THUONG, TOI SE MOT AI PO dit cau hoi khi t6i két thiic
bai dién thuyét, nhwng thay vi lam vay, lan nay, t6i mudn héi cac ban mot
cau.” Nguoi dan ong lui lai mot budc, cd nhin vao mat tirng ngudi mot trong
sO ca ngan thinh gia bén dwdi. “Khi ban chét di, chuyén gi sé xdy ra? Cau
héi dé duwong nhuw kha la ngdy ngd nhi? Nhung c6 ai trong s6 cac ban biét
cau tra loi khong?”

Ca thinh phong lang thinh, hét nhw nhitng gi ong du tinh...

Tién si Claymore khong trong dgi ai do sé dwa ra cau tra 10i sau bai dién
thuyét ma 6ng vira trinh bay. Ong con nghi tham chi s& khong c6 ngudi no
dam thtr gio tay néu dap an.

Tuy nhién, nhw moi khi, c6 nguoi lai pha tan hy vong ctia ong.

Lan nay la mot cau bé téc nau, da tan nhang ngoi ¢ hang dau thinh phong.
Claymore nhan ra cau — dé chinh la cau bé da chay dén gap 6ng & bai do xe,
ké cho 6ng nghe cau la mot ngwdi ham md 6ng cuong nhiét nhw thé nao va
viéc cau da doc hét sach cta 6ng ra sao...

“Chau?” Tién si Claymore hoi cau. “Chau nghi minh biét sao? Thé thi xin
ding 1én, tat cA moi ngudi déu néng long muén nghe chau néi.”

Cau bé day hao hitng lic treede gio dwong nhu lai im thin thit.

Claymore biét that tan nhan khi bién mdgt dita tré vo toi thanh ké ngoc.
Nhung dong thoi 6ng cam thdy do la diéu can thiét.

Claymore chi la mot dién vién dang trinh dién cho nhitng nguoi tai trg
minh nhu bat ¢t 6ng bau gioéi nao trong mot budi trinh dién do thuat. Va cau
bé nay da tinh nguyén tr¢ thanh mét phan trong tiét muc ctia ong.

Luc nay, toan b thinh gid dang cham chua nhin cau bé. Nguwoi dan ong
ngoi ké bén cau — cha cau, Claymore doan thé - dang bit rit khong yén trén
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ghé ctia minh.

V@i qua nhiéu sy cht y chia vao nhw thé, Claymore ngo rang dita tré nay
tham chi khong con sitc dé thd. Cau nhoc trong yéu dudi — gay tro xwong va
nguwong nghiu, chac chan la dich lam tro cuwdi ¢ truong.

Nhwng roi cau nhéc cé vé bé ngoai yéu 6t dé6 da lam mot viéc that bat
ngo. Cau ding day va cat tiéng.

“Chung ta déu khong biét,” cau néi. Ca co thé cau dang run ray, nhung
cau nhin thing vao mét Claymore. “Ong phé phan y kién ctia méi cd nhan vé
kiép sau. Xét cho cung, sau nghién cttu cia minh, sao 6ng lai mudn cé cau
trd 101 t* moi nguwdi? Chang phai chinh 6ng da tim thay cho minh cau tré 16i
réi sao?”

Claymore khong dap ngay. Néu cau bé dung tiv “thién dwong” hay “dau
thai”, ong sé nhanh chong phan bac lai, nhung cac nhan xét nay hoan toan
khac biét. Ching lam cho man trinh dién vira r6i cia 6ng trd nén vo cing
khap khiéng. Thinh gid quay sang nhin 6ng v&i anh mat chi trich, nhw thé ho
nhan ra rang néu bam theo nhitng tir ngi* vé cung don gian cta cau bé sé dé
hiéu hon la tdc pham dé doi cia Claymore.

Du vay, giong nhuw bat ct 6ng bau gioéi nao, Claymore da lén truwdc ké
hoach dv trii. Ong khong dé thinh phong im ling lau hon nidm gidy. Vi néu
thé, ong sé c6 vé nhu dang t6 ra cang thang. Néu ngan hon, thi y nhu thé 6ng
dang bi cau nhoc da kich bat ngd. Sau mét khoang lang thich hop, 6ng dwa
ra cau tra 10i minh da can nhac k¥ cang.

“T6i hoi tat ca cac ban vi chinh ban than t6i van dang tim kiém dap an,”
ong gilr chat 1ay buc giang. “Va cac chan ly phitc tap nhat thwong cé xuat
phat diém don gian nhat. Vao gidy phut lam chung, t6i muon biét chac chan
tram phan tram rang diéu gi dang chd dgi minh phia trwdc. To6i tin 1a moi
mot ngwoi trong so cac ban cling sé c6 cung cam nhan nhu t6i vay.”

Khan phong vo tay nhiét liét. Claymore doi ho ngirng roi néi 101 két.

“Cudn sach mdi caa toi, Con Puong Dén V&i Cdi Chét, sé sém dugc ra
mat,” ong két thic. “Néu cac ban mudn biét nhiéu hon, t6i lay lam vinh dy
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khi cac ban doc né. Gio t6i xin chic cac ban mot budi toi t6t lanh. T6i hy
vong tat ca cac ban sé tim thdy cau tra 10i ma minh tim kiém.”

Vai thinh gia ditng 1én vo6 tay hoan h6é 6ng. Claymore thodng nhoén cudi
v&i moi ngudi lan cubi trede khi bude xudng san khau. Nhung mot khi da
khuat khoi tam mat thinh gid, 6ng trd nén cau co.

DPay la nhitng gi dang dién ra trong doi 6ng — thue hién hét chwong trinh
ndy dén chuong trinh khac nhw mét con vat nao dé trong ganh xiéc. Ong la
nguoi nhin xa trong rong, nhung cung ldc, la tro cuwoi cho thién ha. Co 1€ chi
c6 chirng mot ta thinh gia hiéu duwgc chat it tdc pham cta 6ng. Tham chi 6ng
cling biét s6 ngwoi chap nhan no6 con it hon con sé ay.

Su ngu dot tuyét doi ciia ngwdi ham mo lam 6ng thay chan ghét.

“Ong Claymore!” Ngudi cha tri chwong trinh ctia 6ng chay lon ton ra sau
san khau, biéu cam trén mat Claymore chuyén tit cau c6 sang nu cuoi twoi
réi. Xét cho cung, ba ta la ngwoi trd tién thu lao cho 6ng ma.

“Ong 1a mot siéu sao ddy, 6ng Claymore!” ba ta suyt thi nhay ra khoi doi
giay cao got cia minh. “Ching t6i chia bao gio cé dong thinh gid nhw thé!”

Nguoi phu nit ding vitng lai, va Claymore ngac nhién khi got giay da
khong gay vun dudi sitc ndang cuaa ba ta. D6 chac 1a mot y nghi khong lich sw
cho 1am, nhung ngwoi phu nit nay cao gan bang 6ng, ma ong thi dugc xem
nhw thudc tuyp ngudi cao to. Cach chinh xac nhat dé miéu ta ba ta han sé la
mot nguwdi ba khuén mau, kiéu ngudi thuwong nwdng banh quy va dan 4o len.
Thé nhung, so vGi hau hét nhitng ngwdi ba thi than hinh ba ta to 16n hon. Va
s hang hai nhiét tinh cda ba ta that manh liét, gan giong nhw mot ngudi doi
khat. Ma déi khat cai gi méi dwgc chit? Ong ty héi. Claymore cho 1a thém
nhiéu banh quy hon nita.

“Cam on ba,” ong nghién rang ndi. “Nhung that ra t6i la Tién si
Claymore.”

“Um, 6ng that tuyét!” ba ta cudi toét miéng. “Ong 1a tac gid dau tién ma
ching t6i ban chay vé day!”
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Trong mot thanh phé nhé nhu thé nay, di nhién la t6i sé lam day ap thinh
phong ro6i, Claymore nghi. Ba c6 hon mét nha phé binh sach goi ong la tri
tué vi dai nhat ké tit sau Stephen Hawking. Tham chi ngay khi con bé, ong
da ting st dung tai hung bién dé ban than trong mat gido vién va cac ban
cung trang lita dwong nhu chang thua kém gi than thanh. Hién tai, ong dwgc
nguoi ta kinh trong twong duong cac chinh tri gia va cac nha khoa hoc.

“T6i thuyét giang chan ly, va moi nguwdi mong moi mudn biét that sy thi
cai chét 1a nhu thé nao,” 6ng vién dan ly Ié tir cuon sach mdi cia minh.

Ngudi phu ni* hinh nhw c6 chit ham hw vinh va ro rang la sé ti€p tuc ca
ngoi ong nhiéu tiéng nita, nhwng ba ta da dap tng dwgc muc dich cta chinh
minh; vi thé Claymore tan dung co hoi do dé roi di. “Gio téi can vé nha, ba
Lamia a. Chtic ba bu6i t6i an lanh.”

Noi xong, ong roi khoi toa nha va ua minh vao khi troi ban dem kho lanh.

Ong sé khong bao gio dong y dién thuyét & mot noi chdn ngit nhu
Keeseville, New York nay néu nhu khong s& hitu mot can nha tai day. Mot
thinh phong réng 16n that sy noi bat trong cai thanh pho nhé bé ky la nay,
noi ong dén dé co thé yén tinh viét sach.

V6i dan s6 xap xi hai ngan ngwoi, Claymore doan rang lwgng thinh gia
dong duc t6i nay at phai dén tir khap noi trong bang. Ban than éng chinh la
mot su kién dac biét, chi dién ra mét 1an trong doi. Nhuwng véi Claymore thi
d6 la mot viéc vé van ma cac nha xudt ban yéu cau 6ng lam. Chi la mot
ngay lam viéc khac & van phong ma thoi.

“Tién si Claymore, xin doi da!” mot giong no6i vang 1én phia sau 6ng,
nhung ong 10 di.

Néu dé chang phai la ngwoi tai trg cho 6ng, 6ng khong budc phai tra 16i.
Chang con ly do gi nita... sy kién da két thic. Nhung r6i ai d6 chdp 1dy canh
tay ong.

Ong quay lai va tritng mét. La cau bé dé, ngudi da cd 1am dng trd nén ngu
ngoc.
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“Tién si Claymore!” cau bé thd doc. “Khoan di da. Chau can héi 6ng mot
vai diéu.”

Claymore m& miéng dinh qud trach cdu bé, nhung roi 6ng khung lai.

Cha cau nhéc ding sau né vai budce. Chi it thi Claymore cho rang nguoi
d6 1a cha cau. Ho cung cé mai t6c mau nau va voc nguoi cao gay 1éu nghéu.

Ong ctt twéng nguwdi dan 6ng s& ming cau nhéc vi né té ra khdng 18 phép,
nhung nguoi cha chi ditng ngay ra nhin Claymore.

“Tai sao, dling roi, xin chao,” Claymore guwgng cuwoi nhin vé phia nguwoi
cha. “Pay la con trai 6ng sao?”

“N6 chi muon héi 6ng mdét cau ngan gon théi,” ngudi cha lo dang dap.

Claymore mién cudng quay sang nhin cau bé, khong giong cha minh, doi
mat cau nhoc bung chay sy kién dinh manh liét.

“T6i cho rang day la 16i cua t6i,” Claymore néi mét cach nhd nhan nhat
c6 thé. “T6i nén cho cau thém thoi gian dé phat biéu vao cudi bai dién
thuyét.”

“Piéu chau sap néi v6 cung quan trong,” cau bé noi. “Vi thé ong lam on
hay don nhan n6 mot cach nghiém tuc ngay ca khi n6 nghe co6 vé ky la nhé?”

Claymore c6 kim nén mong muén dugc di khéi ddy. Ong khong thich
phdi chiéu long moi ngwoi, nhung bo mat cong chiing ctia 6ng quan trong
v6i doanh s6 ban sach. Ong khong thé dé ngudi cha ngu ngéc ctia cau bé
nay tuyén bo vdi ca thé gidi rang ho vira mdi bi tir ch6i mot cach tho 16.

“Chau ct hai di,” Claymore ndi. “To6i dang nghe day.”

Cau bé dirng thang ngudi lai. Du gady nhom nhw mét canh con, nhung cau
cao gan bang Claymore.

“Chuyén gi xdy ra néu ai do6 tim dugc cach ngan can cai chét?”

T sw thay doi trong giong diéu ctia cau, Claymore cam nhan dwgc con én
lanh tran dén trong huyét quan o6ng. Giong néi 4y khong con cang thang lo
au nita, ma thay vao doé la tram va lanh nhw da.
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“Piéu dé la khong thé,” Claymore khang dinh. “Tat ca sinh vat séng déu
sé suy tan theo thoi gian. Dén mot thoi diém nao do, co thé chdng ta sé
ngung hoat dong. B¢ la...”

“Ong da khong tra 15i cau héi,” cau bé cit ngang. “Lam on cho chau biét
y kién trung thyc nhét caia 6ng.”

“Toi khong co cau tra 10i,” Claymore van lai. “To6i khong phai nha van.
T6i khong cho phép minh thyc hién nhitng diéu bat kha thi.”

Cau bé cau may. “Té€ that ddy. Cha oi, gidy dau a?”

Nguoi dan 6ng lay trong tii 4o ra mot mau gidy va dwa cho Claymore.

“Pay la dia chi lién lac cta chau,” cau bé no6i. “Néu 6ng nghi ra, hay goi
cho chau nhé?”

Claymore tré6 mat nhin cau, c6 khéng dé 16 sy boi roi. “Chau cé hiéu t6i
noi gi khong thé? Toi khong thé tra 16i cau héi ciua chau.”

Cau bé nhin 6ng vGi anh mat nghiém nghi. “Xin 6ng thi suy nghi hd chau
ddy, Tién si Claymore. Vi néu ong khong lam thé, chau sé chét mat.”

Trén duong vé nha, Claymore cit liéc nhin kinh chiéu hau trong xe. That
long ma ndi, 6ng thdy minh tham hai qua. Cau bé chi dang c6 lam 6ng mat
ty tin. Ong khong thé dé minh chan nan vi nhitng chuyén nhu thé.

Thoi diém vé dén duwong lai xe vao nha, 6ng cam giac nhw minh da vuot
qua chuyén d6. Nhung r6i ong nhan thdy chinh minh dang dat lai hé thong
bao dong trong nha.

Claymore song mot minh trong can nha ty thiét ké. M6t trong so cac tai
nang cua 6ng la nghé kién tric sw, va 6ng muon ngoi nha ctia minh phan anh
trung thyc moi mat trong con ngwoi ong. Vo cung hién dai vGi cac duong
nét can doi, ndm & vi tri tranh xa con dwong. Hé thong camera an ninh va
cac canh ctra s6 gan chan song bao vé cho su riéng tw cua 6ng, nhuwng bén
trong, do dac trong cac phong dugc trang hoang gian di, tao nha va tién
dung.
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Khong vg, khong con cai — chang c6 ai trong nha dé lam phién 6ng. Tham
chi cha cé lay mo6t con meo. Ddc biét 1a khong cd meo.

Pay la noi nghi ngoi thodi mai va la 6c ddo ctia chinh 6ng. Song & day
lu6n khién dau 6c cang thang cia 6ng thdy nhe nhom.

bung thé, ngdi nha xinh dep nay qua thuc da giip ong khong nghi dén
cau nhéc dé. Nhung chang bao 1au sau, 6ng nhan ra chinh minh dang ngoi &
ban lam viéc, doc tdm thi€p ma nguwdi cha da trao cho 6ng.

ALABASTER C. TORRINGTON
273 MORROW LANE
518-555-9530518-555-9530

Ma vung 518, nghia 1a c6 thé ho séng & Keeseville. Va Claymore chgt
nhG dén mot con dwong Morrow Lane nam dau do lung chirng tuyén duong
dén dau kia thanh pho. Alabaster Torrington la tén cau bé hay tén ngwdi cha?
Alabaster 1a mot cai tén kha 1a 16i thoi. Ban it biét dén nd, vi phan 1én cac
bac phu huynh khong dit tén con ho theo tén mot loai da2).

Claymore 1ic dau. Ong nén ném cai thiép va quén né di théi. Cac canh
twgng trong cudn tiéu thuyét Misery cta Stephen King van dong lai trong
dau dng3). Tuy nhién, ching phai hé thong bao dong 1a dung cho trudng
hop dé sao, 6ng ty nhu; dé gitt cho nhitng ngwdi ham mo qua khich tranh xa
ay. Néu c6 ai d6 go ctra nha 6ng don dap liuc niva dém, canh sat sé dugc phai
dén ngay lap tic.

Va dimg cho 1a Claymore khong phong bi. Ong sé hitu mét bo swu tap
sung cam tay kha 16n, dugc 6ng gidu khap noi trong nha. Thém mot phuwong
tién phong vé au ciing khong phai la qua can than.

Ong thé dai, ném mau gidy lén ban cling v&i cac thit 14t vat khac. Viéc
gdp mat ngwoi la & cac su kién do6i véi ong chang phai chuyén hiém. Xét cho
cung, voi lwgng doc gia co chut thong minh ti'ng mua sach cua 6ng, sé co it
nhat ba ngudi cam ching 1én vi ho nghi rang chiing la sach hwéng dan an
kiéng.
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note:
note:

Tat cad nhitng diéu d6 chitng minh Claymore khong don dbc trong mot
thung liing t6i tim vé&i nhitng nguoi d6. Ong an toan, dng dang & nha, va
chang c6 noi nao to6t hon noi nay.

Ong mim cuwdi v6i chinh minh, ngd nguoi twa 1én ghé lam viéc. “Pling
thé, khong c6 gi phdi lo lang,” 6ng ty nhu. “Chi 1a mot ngay lam viéc nita &
van phong ma thoi.”

Ngay lic do, tiéng chudng dién thoai vang lén, va nu cwoi Claymore bién
mat.

Ai ma can gi vao gio nay co cht? Pa gan muwoi mot gio déem. Bat ky ai
biét diéu, hodc sé dang ngi hodc nam cudn ngudi trén giwong véi mot cudn
sach hay.

Ong dinh bung sé& khong tra 15i, nhung dién thoai van khong ngiing reo —
diéu nay that ky la, xét dén viéc hop thu thoai ctia 6ng thuwong hoat dong sau
tiéng chudéng thit tw. Cudi cung, su to mo da danh bai ong.

Ong ditng ddy va buéc vao phong sinh hoat. Vi muén don gian, ong chi
lap m6t dwong day dién thoai trong nha. Tén nguwdi goi hién thi: MARIAN
LAMIA, 518-555-4164518-555-4164.

Lamia... D6 la nguwdi phu nit da to chitc hoi thdo.
Ong cau may va mién cudng nhac mdy 1én, dong thdi ngdi xudng di-ving.

“Xin chao, Claymore nghe.” Ong khong c6 che gidu sw khé chiu trong
giong noi cua minh. PBay la nha ong, va viéc budc ong phai tra 10i mot cu
dién thoai cling ching hon gi so véi viéc dich than x6ng bira vao nha. Ong
hy vong ba Lamia do co6 ly do chinh dang.

“Ong Claymore!” Ba ta goi tén 6ng nhu thé sip cong bd 6ng vira tring s6
vay. “Xin chdo, xin chao, xin chao! Ong dang lam gi vay?”

“Ba c6 biét gio la may gio roi khéng, ba Lamia?” Claymore héi bang
giong gay gat nhat ma minh c6 thé biéu 10 ra dugc. “Ba cé diéu gi quan
trong muo6n noéi véi t6i sao?”

“Co6 ch?! That ra t6i mudn néi v4i 6ng chuyén dé ngay lap tic!”
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Ong thd dai. Ngudi nay khién tdm trang ong chuyén tir hoi khé chiu sang
vO cung tirc gian chi trong ba muoi giay.

“Vay thi dirng c6 1ai nhai nhitng 161 vO nghia nita,” 6ng can nhan. “Ba noi
di! T6i la mot nguwdi ban ron va sé khong tir t€ vGi ngwdi qudy ray toéi dau.”

Pau day bén kia chgt im ldng. Claymore gan nhu tin rang minh da lam ba
ta s¢ hadi. Nhwng mai sau r6i ba ta cling néi tiép, giong lanh lung hon.

“Pugc ddy, ong Claymore. Ching ta khong can phai gia vo ndi chuyén
mot cach lich sy, néu do la diéu 6ng muon.”

Ong suyt thi bat cudi. Nghe nhw ngudi phu nit ndy da cong khai 1a minh
dang c6 doa dam Ong.

“Cam on,” Claymore no6i. “Chinh xac thi ba muén gi?”

“T6i nay 6ng c6 gap mot dita tré, va né da dwa cho 6ng thit gi d6,” Lamia
huych toet. “T'6i mudn 6ng dwa lai vat d6 cho t6i.”

Ong nhin miit. Sao ba ta biét chuyén cau nhéc? Ba ta da theo ddi 6ng sao?

“Toi khong danh gia cao viéc ba theo doi toi, nhung t6i doan trong truong
hop nay chuyén ay chang con quan trong. Tat ca nhitng gi dita tré kia dwa
cho t6i chi 1a mot mau gidy c6 viét dia chi ctia nd. Toi sé cam thay khong
thodi mai néu toi dwa n6 cho ba, ngudi toi chi méi gap hom qua.”

Pau day bén kia lai im lang. Ngay khi Claymore chuan bi dat dién thoai
xubéng, ngwdi phu nit 1én tiéng hoi, “Ong c6 tin vao Chda khong, ong
Claymore?”

Ong tron mit, thdy vo cling chan ghét ngudi phu nit nay. “Ba khong biét
khi nao thi nén ngtrng lai sao? T6i khong tin bat cit diéu gi ma t6i khong thé
ti minh nhin thdy hodc cAm nhan. Vay nén néu ba dang hoi t6i theo boi canh
ton giao, cau tra 1oi la khong.”

“That dang ti€c,” giong ba ta gan nhw la mot 16i thi tham. “Nhuw thé khién
cho cong viéc ctia t6i trd nén khé nhan hon.”

Claymore dap manh dién thoai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ngudi dan ba kia bi gi vay nhi? Ba ta bat dau cudc noi chuyén bang cach
gan nhu théng bao rang, “Toi dang theo doi ong day,” va roi c6 cai dao cho
ong nita chit. Thé 1a qua nhiéu dé cho thay ba ta 1a mét nguwoi ba tét bung.

bién thoai lai réo vang — tén nguoi goi la Lamia — nhung Claymore hoan
toan khong cé y dinh nhac may. Ong riit ddy dién thoai ra, va moi viéc chdm
dit tai do.

Co6 1é ngay mai Ong sé gai twong trinh dén s canh sat. R6 rang ba Lamia
kia da bi loan tri. Thé quai nao ma ba ta lai muén c6 dia chi ctia cau bé do?
Ba Lamia muon gi tir cau bé co chi?

Claymore rung minh. C6 mot sy thiic giuc ky la trong 6ng mudn 6ng canh
bao cho cau bé. Nhung khong, do khong phai 1a chuyén cta dng. Ong sé& dé
cho may ké tam than dé ty x@ tri v&i nhau, néu day la nhitng gi ho muon.
Ong sé& khong xen vao cudc xung dot gitta hai ngudi ho.

Dac biét, khong phai vao t6i nay. BDém nay, 6ng can dwgc ngon giac.

Claymore biét r6 tinh t6 mo va su phan khich cé thé bép méo cac gidac mo
ctia mot ngwoi. Nhung cai cd dé khong thé giai thich cho diéu dang xay ra.

Ong nhan ra minh dang & trong mdt cin phong rong 16n, cii ki va phu day
bui. N6 trong giong mo6t nha thd khong dwgc lau chui trong ca thé ky. Noi
day chang c6é chit 4nh sdng nao ngoai tia sang mau luc nhat mé mo & cudi
can phong. Nguon sang bi mot cau bé dang dirng chan mat 16i di ngay truéc
mdt ong che khuat. Mac dau khong thé nhin ré rang, nhung Claymore chac
chan do6 chinh la dia tré & thinh phong. Cdu ta dang lam gi trong giac mo
cua Claymore?

Claymore - nguoi duge goi la ngudi diéu khién gidc mo - thuong biét khi
nao ho dang mo va cé thé tinh day tuy y. Hién tai, ong c6 thé tw danh thirc
minh néu muén, nhung dng quyét dinh khong voi 1am vay. Ong dang to mo.

“Chi ta lai tim thdy con,” cau bé 1én tiéng. Cau khong noéi véi Claymore.
Lung cau dang quay vé phia 6ng, va duong nhw cau dang noéi chuyén vai
anh sang mau xanh luc kia. “Con khong biét liéu lan nay minh cé thé danh
bai chi ta nita khong. Va con phat hién thay chi ta dang dén gan.”
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Trong gidy lat, chang c6 tiéng tra 10i. Roi, cubi cung, giong mot nguoi
phu ni* vang 1én ttr trudc cira phong. Giong diéu ba ta dirng dung, khong dé
10 tam trang, va co6 diéu gi do vé giong néi dy khién Claymore lanh ca song
lung.

“Con biét la ta khong thé gitp con, con trai a,” ba ta cét tiéng. “Do6 cling
la con géi ta. Ta khong thé ditng vé phia mot trong hai con dugc.”

Ngudi cau bé cang citng nhu thé sap stra cai lai ba ta, nhung roi cau kim
lai. “Con... con hiéu, thura Me.”

“Alabaster, con biét la ta yéu con,” nguwdi phu nit néi. “Nhung tran chién
nay la do chinh con lya chon. Con da chap nhan 16i chic phic ctia Kronos.
Con danh nhau v6i déi quan ctia han nhan danh ta. Gid con khéng thé chi
don gian la quay veé véi doi quan cda con va cau xin su tha thit. Ho sé khong
bao gio gitip con. Ta da phdi théa hiép dé con dugc an toan dén gidy phat
nay, nhung ta khong thé can thiép vao tran chién gitta con va nguoi kia.”

Claymore cau may. Cai tén Kronos nhac 6ng nhé dén ngudi ditng dau cac
Titan trong than thoai Hy Lap, con trai cia nit than dat va than bau troi,
nhung phan con lai ctia cudc néi chuyén thi 6ng khong hiéu. Claymore tirng
hy vong sé nhan thitc dwgc mot vai diéu tir gidc mo nay, nhung gio né c6 vé
vo nghia — khi mang tinh than thoai va truyén thuyét hon. Chang la gi ngoai
nhitng diéu hu cau v6 dung.

Cau bé, tirc Alabaster, budc dén chd anh sang mau luc. “Lé ra Kronos
khong thua cudc mai phai! Me da néi lgi thé gianh chién thang thudc vé cac
Titan! Me ciing n6i vdi con rang Trai Con Lai sé bj tiéu diét!”

Khi ciu bé di chuyén, rot cuéc Claymore ciing c6 thé nhin thdy ngudi phu
ni* ma cdu dang no6i chuyén cung. Ba quy & cudi 16i di, mat ngwdc cao nhw
thé dang cau nguyén véi cdi ctra s6 kinh mau ban ban phia trén bé tho. Ba
madc mot chiéc dam trang vai hoa tiét trang tri mau bac 16ng lay, giong nhw
cac dau hiéu phép thuat hay biéu twgng trong thuat gia kim. Mai téc den
chém dén ngang vai.
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Du dang quy trén rac va bui ban, nhung nguoi phu nit dé trong kha la
sach sé. Va thyc té thi ba chinh la noi phat ra thit anh sang mau luc 10 mo
dang bao ldy ba nht mot vang hao quang.

Ba noéi chuyén ma khong nhin dén cau bé. “Alabaster, ta chi don thuan
mach cho con nghe két qua cé kha nang nhat. Ta khong cam doan vé&i con
diéu do sé xdy ra. Ta chi muon con biét cac lva chon, dé con chuan bi cho
nhitng gi c6 thé cho dgi con phia trugce.”

“Pugc r6i,” cudi cung Claymore ciing 1én tiéng. “T6i da nghe da roi. Cau
chuyén 16 bich nay gio ngirng tai day thoi!”

Ong muén nhanh chéng tinh day. Nhung vi Iy do nao dé 6ng khong thé
lam thé.

Cau bé xoay ngudi lai va nhin 6ng hoéi 1au véi vé ngac nhién. “Ong?” Cau
quay sang nhin nguoi phu nit dang quy. “Sao 6ng ta lai ¢ day? Con nguoi

',’

khong dwgc phép dat chan vao nha mét vi than

“Ong ta & ddy vi me dd moi 6ng ta vao,” ngudi phu nit néi. “Con da nho
ong ta giup do, ding khong? Ta hy vong Ong ta sé san long gitip hon néu
ong ta hiéu dugc...”

“Pu roi!” Claymore hét 1én. “That 16 bich! Chuyén nay khong cé that!
bay chi la mot gidc mo, va vai ti cach la nguwdi tao ra nd, toi yéu cau dugc
tinh gidc!”

Nguoi phu nit van khong nhin 6ng, nhung giong ba nghe kha la vui vé.
“Rat tot, Tién si Claymore. Néu d6 1a diéu 6ng mudn, ta sé gitip 6ng.”

Claymore mé& chodng mét ra. Anh ning dang lla qua cic cira s trong
phong ngu.

Ky la... Khi chon chdm di¢t m6t giac mo, 6ng thwong thitc day ngay lap
tirc, vao lic ntra dém. Tai sao gid lai 1a bu6i sang nhi?

Um, tréi lai, gidc mo khién cho cau bé hém qua duwong nhu bét dang so
hon. Loi chic phiic ctia Kronos? Ngbi nha cia mot vi than? Alabaster nghe
c nhv la thanh vién trong mot nhém sam vai hon la mot tén nhéc tam than
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mat tri. Cac Titan? Claymore c6 khong bat cuwdi. Cho 6ng la gi, tré 1én nam
sao?

Claymore cam thay nhe nhom va khée khoan. Gid la lic bat dau cong
viéc thwong nhat vao moi budi sang ctia 6ng.

Ong cdi bé do ngt, tdm riva va chon 1dy bo quan 4o thudng ngdy — cing
kiéu 6ng da mac trong budi dién thuyét toi qua: quan tdy, ao so-mi, giay da
mau nau dugc danh bong. Claymore khong ty tin khi an mac xuénh xoang.

Ong mic thém 4o khodc béng vai tuyt va bt dau thu thap do dac ca nhan
cuia minh.

May tinh xach tay: c6. Vi: cd. Chia khda: co.

R6i 6ng ngan ngit. Ong con can thém mot thit nita. P4 hoan toan 1a sy
phong ngira thai qua, nhung sé gitip 6ng an tdm hon. Ong m& ngin kéo ban
lam viéc 14y ra khau sing ngan nhé nhat — chin mi-li-mét — va nhét n6 vao
tai ao khoac.

Pém qua, cau bé Alabaster kia da lam lung lay tw twédng ctia 6ng. Nhiéu
dén mirc Claymore da di ngi ma chang viét dwgc mét dong, diéu ma 6ng
khong thé dé xay ra ngay luc nay, khi ma han chét cho cuén sach cta 6ng da
gan ké. Ong khong cho phép ngwdi ham md qua khich nao anh huwéng dén
tam tinh va tac pham cua 6ng. Néu diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a 6ng phai mang theo
vat gi dé c6 cdm gidc an toan, vay thi 6ng sé lam nhu thé.

Quan Café Black. Tén quan la mot tro choi chit do té, thé nhung
Claymore van trd lai quan hét ngay nay dén ngay khac. Xét cho cung, noi
nay ban café ngon nhat Keeseville. Mat khac, n6 la quan café duy nhdt &
Keeseville...

Ong da kh4 1a than quen v&i chi quan. Ngay khi dng bude vao bén trong,
Burly Black la nguoi dau tién chao 6ng, “Howard! Khée khong? Van nhw
thuong 1€ chi?”

Burly dung la... tm, lyc lvong. Khuon mat san gon, hai canh tay to khoe
day hinh xam cung vé mat cau kinh thwong tric sé dwa anh ta vao danh sach
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mot bang nhom dua xe mo-t6 bat ky nao. Chiéc tap dé Hon Pdu Bép la thi
duy nhat khién anh ta tréng giéng mot ngwdi phuc vu.

“Chao budi sang,” Claymore dap lai, ngoi xuéng ghé & quay phuc vu va
lay may tinh xach tay ra. “Bting thé, nhw thuong 1€.”

Lic nay 6ng da viét dén chwong bon muoi sau, diéu d6 khién cho céng
viéc cta ong dé dang hon. Sé khong c6 thém sy ho trg nao cho cac doc gia.
Néu dén lic nay ma ho van con chwa ngd ra van dé thi sé la khong bao gio
hiéu duoc ca.

Café va banh kep viét quat xuat hién treéc mat Claymore, nhung 6ng
khéng chd y gi nhieu dén chiing. Ong dang & trong thé gidi ctia chinh minh,
nhitng ngén tay di chuyén trén ban phim, cau chit va suy nghi cua 6ng dan
hién ra theo mot khuoén mau dwong nhv khong thé hiéu noi, nhung
Claymore thira biét nhitng y tit dé that xuat sac.

Tach café can dan. Miéng banh kep gi® chi con lai vai mau vun. Cac vi
khach khac dén ro6i di, nhung chang ai lam phién Claymore. Khong cé gi
quan trong hon cong viéc cua 6ng. Pay la nhitng gi 6ng can lam dé kiém
song.

Nhung roi thé gigi riéng ctia Oong tiéu tan khi mot nguwoi phu nit ngoi
xuong ké bén.

“Ong Claymore, that ngac nhién 1lam sao! Tdi khong ngd lai gip 6ng &
day!”

Con gian dif suc sdi bén trong 6ng. Ong an t6 hop Control-SU4) va déng
may tinh xach tay lai. “Ba Lamia, that may t6i la mot nguwoi dan ong van
minh, bang khong t6i sé kéo cai ghé doé ra day.”

Ba ta biu méi, nhin 6ng bang anh mat ngdy tho vo t0i, nhung véi mot
nguwoi phu nit & do tudi ba ta, hanh dong dé chang mang lai sitc thuyét phuc.
“Lam thé khong hay lam dau, 6ng Claymore. T6i chi muén chao 6ng thoi

N »

ma.

Ong quic mét nhin ba ta. “La Tién si Claymore.”
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note:

“T6i xin 16i,” ba ta mién cwdng néi. “To6i luén quén... t6i khong nhd tén
tot cho lam, 6ng biét day.”

“Viéc duy nhat t6i muén ba lam la di cho khuat mat t6i,” 6ng noi. “Toi twr
choi céi dao sang bat cit mdt tin ngwdng nao ma ba thudc ve.”

“T6i chi mudn noi chuyén,” ba ta cd nai. “Khong phai la vé cac vi than.
Ma vé thang nhoc tén Alabaster.”

Ong nhin ba ta v6i anh mét day nghi ngd. Sao ba ta lai biét tén cau bé?
Claymore da khong hé nhac dén n6 trong cudc néi chuyén dién thoai téi qua.

Ba Lamia mim cwdi. “Toi tim Alabaster duwgc mot thoi gian roi. T6i la chi

L ]

no.
Claymore cudi 16n. “Ba khong thé bia ra 16i n6i doi nao tot hon sao? Ba
con gia hon cé cha thang bé!”

“Um, bé ngoai c6 thé déi gat ma.” Dudng nhuw déi mét ba ta long lanh
khong duwgc tw nhién, mau luc phat quang, giong hét anh sang trong gidc mo
cta Claymore. “Thang nhéc d6 che giau ban than rat tot,” ba ta ti€p tuc.
“T6i phdi thira nhan rang n6 ngay cang gidi tro nguy trang bdng phép thudt
hon. T6i hy vong bai dién thuyét ctia 6ng sé khién né xuat dau 16 dién, va
ding thé that. Nhuwng tride khi toi kip tom 1ay no, né da tron thoat. Pwa cho
toi dia chi ctia no, r6i t6i sé dé cho 6ng yén.”

Claymore c0 t6 ra binh tinh. Ba ta chi la mot ba gia dién khung, dang lam
nham nhitng diéu v6 ly. Mac dau ti nguy trang bdng phép thudt... Claymore
biét tir La Tinh d6. N6 c6 nghia la viéc bé bua che gidu noi lan tron. Nguoi
dan ba nay la ai vay nhi, sao ba ta lai mudn cau bé? RO rang rang ba ta mudn
lam hai Alabaster.

Khi Claymore cham chi nhin ba ta, 6ng nhan ra con mét diéu khac nita...
Ba Lamia khong chép mat. Pa bao gio 6ng nhin thay ba ta chdp mat chwa
nhi?

“Ba biét sao khong? T6i chan ngdy va mét moi vi chuyén nay r6i.” Giong
Claymore run run mdc du 6ng khong muén thé. “Black, cdu van dang nghe
chu?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ong nhin qua phia quay phuc vu tim Burly. Vi 1y do nao dé, Burly khong
trd 10i 6ng. Anh ta van tiép tuc lau chui céc tach café.

“0, cau ta khong nghe tiéng dng dau.” Giong Lamia ha thdp xuéng thanh
am thanh thi thao kén ket ma 6ng da nghe qua dién thoai vao t6i hom qua.
“Bon t0i c6 thé kiém soat Man Swong Mu theo y muén. Anh ta con chang
biét la t6i hién c6 mat & day nita co.”

“Man Swong Mu?” Claymore héi. “Ba dang néi cai quy gi thé? Chac chan
la ba mat tri r6i!”

Ong ditng day, theo ban ning lui lai, thoc tay vao tdi 4o khoéc cta minh.
“Burly, lam on téng ba ta ra khoi day trwdc khi ba ta lam hong hét budi sang
cua toi!”

Burly van khong déap 10i. Anh méat ngwoi dan 6ng to 16n d6 nhin xuyén
qua Claymore nhu thé 6ng khong c6 mat & do vay.

Lamia cudi v6i dng, vé ty man. “Ong biét khong, 6ng Claymore, toi nghi
tredc gio minh chwa gap dugc nguwoi pham nao wong buéng nhv ong dau.
Co 1é dng can mot sw chitng minh nao dé.”

“Ba khong hiéu sao, ba Lamia? T6i khong cé thdi gian cho chuyén nay!
Gio toi sé di khoi day, con vé phan...”

Ong ching kip néi hét cau thi Lamia da ditng 1én va co thé ba ta bit dau
phat sang. DBo6i mat ba ta bién doi trwdc tién. Hai trong mat phong to, ryc
sang mau xanh luc dam. Hai con nguoi dep lai thanh hai dwong ti hi nhw ho
nha ran. Ba ta du6i mét tay ra, va ngay lap tirc nhitng ngoén tay teo cing,
mong tay bién thanh méng vuot, giong hét vudt than lan.

“T6i c6 thé giét 6ng ngay bay gio day, 6ng Claymore,” ba ta thi tham.

Cho da... Khong, do6 khong phai la mét 16i thi tham. Ma nghe giong tiéng
kéu xi x1 cia mot con ran hon.

Claymore lay khau sing trong tui do khoac ra va chia thang vao dau
Lamia. Ong khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra — c6 1& 1a mot loai ma tdy gdy
do giac nao d6 da dugc bo vao tach café ctia 6ng. Nhung 6ng khong thé dé
nguwoi phu nit nay — sinh vdt nay — thang ong dugc.
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Nhitng méng vudt doé cé thé la do anh, nhing ba ta van dang chuan bi tdn
cong ong.

“Ba that sy cho rang toi sé cu xtr mot cach tw man gan mét ké dién néu toi
khong chuan bj thi¢ gi ti vé sao?” ong hoi.

Ba ta gam gt va lao dén, giwvong hét méng vuot cuia ba ta ra.

Claymore chwa bao gio ban bat c thit gi, nhung ban nang ctia 6ng da ty
lam diéu d6. Ong bép co. Lamia loang choang 1ui lai, rit Ién.

“Sinh ménh la thit vO cung mong manh,” 6ng noéi. “Cé 1€ ba nén doc sach
cta t6i! T6i chi hanh dong dé tw vé ma thoi!”

Ba ta lai lao t&i tan cong. Claymore ban thém hai phat nita vao dau nguoi
phu ni¥, va ba ta d6 ap xudng san.

Ong mong chd s& c6 nhiu mau hon chay ra... nhung diéu dé khong quan
trong. “Cau-cau nhin thdy tinh huéng ch, Burly?” 6ng gang héi. “T6i budc
phai lam thé!”

Ong quay sang nhin Black, r6i cau may. Burly van dang lau chui céc tach
café.

Burly khong thé nao khong nghe thiy tiéng sting. Sao chuyén do co6 thé
xay ra nhi? Tai sao chit?

Va roi thém mot diéu khong thé nita xdy ra. Xac chét dudi chan 6ng bat
dau cuc cua.

“T6i hy vong gio 6ng da hiéu, 6ng Claymore.” Lamia ding 1én va nhin
trirng tri'ng vao ong véi con mat ran con sot lai. Toan bo nira bén trai khuén
mat ba ta da bi thoi bay di, nhung noi dang ly ra phai c6 mau va xwong lai la
mot 10p cat den that day.

Hinh anh do6 trong nhuw thé Claymore vira méi pha huy mét phan cua lau
dai cat... va tham chi phan dé con dang twr tir tai tao lai.

“Bang viéc tan cong toi bang vii khi ctia ngwdi pham,” ba ta rit 1én, “Ong
da tuyén chién vGi con cua nit than Hecate! Va t6i khong dén nhan cudc
chién theo cach nhe nhang dau!”
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DPay... day khong phai la m6t gidc mo, do anh do ma tiy hay bat ct thi¢ gi
khac. Chuyén nay la khéong thé... Sao chuyén nay lai la that co chit? Sao ba
ta van con song?

Tap trung nao! Claymore tw nhi. Chdc chan diéu nay la thdt, vi né chi
vira moi xay ra!

Va vi thé, la mét nguoi theo thuyét 16-gic, Claymore da lam diéu hgp ly
nhat. Ong cam chic stng roi bé chay.

Lan cudi cung Claymore nhin thdy mot dung cu khéa banh xe cach day da
nhiéu nam roi, trén chiéc xe thué 6ng do trai quy dinh & Manhattan — nhung
hién tai, di nhién, vao mot budi sang nhw bao bu6i sang khac, mét chiéc
khoa xuat hién trén 16p xe ctia 6ng. Viéc lai xe di khong con la mét Iya chon
tot nita.

Lamia dang tién dén moi Iic m6t gan hon. Ba ta 1é bwdc ra khéi quan
café, mat trai ba ta dang dan phuc hoi vGi anh mat vo cung gian di.

Mot chiéc xe chay ngang qua va Claymore c6 vay n6 ngirng lai, nhung
cling giong nhw nhitng gi vira md@i dién ra v@i Black, tai xé dwong nhw
khong dé y thay 6ng.

“Ong khong hiéu sao?” Lamia rit 1én. “Cac anh em ngudi pham cia dng
khong thé nhin thdy ong! Ong dang & trong thé gi6i caa toi!”

Claymore khong tranh cdi. Ong chap nhan 15i giai thich ctia ba ta cho viéc
vlra mdi xdy ra.

Ba ta di nghiéng nga, ung dung tién vé phia 6ng. Gio day ba ta it giong
mot con ran hon, ma lai ttira tya nhw con meéo dang von moi.

Ong ciing khong danh bai dugc ba ta. Claymore chi con nim vién dan.
Néu ba vién vao dau cha ngan noi ba ta, 6ng khong cho la nhitng thit khac sé
gitp ich dwgc minh, trtr phi la mét qua lyu dan cam tay thi may ra.

Claymore c6 mdt lgi thé. Du cé suy dién thé nao di chang nita thi ong
cling khong phai la mot van dong vién, nhung trong Lamia kho ma di
chuyén tir ghé di-vang dén ti lanh cho nhanh dugc. Ong c6 thé chay di va
song sot 1au hon ba ta, cho du ba ta c6 la loai quai vat nao di chang nita.
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Gio ba ta dang & cach 6ng khoang ba mét. Claymore cuwdi mia day thach
thitc v6i ba ta r6i quay ngwoi lai va chay nhuw bay theo truc dwong chinh. Chi
c6 khodng muwdi hai civa hang ¢ trung tam thi tran, va duong pho qua v la
thoang dang. Ong s& phai ré sang dai 16 th hai, c6 thé cit dudi ba ta & con
pho ngang nao dé. Ro6i 6ng sé vé nha, khéi dong hé thong an ninh va lién lac
v0i canh sat. Mot khi da ¢ nha, ong s€...

“Incantare: Gelu Semita!” Lamia hét 1én dang sau ong.

Do la tiéng La-tinh... m6t cau than chi. Ba ta dang doc mot than chi nao
do.

Claymore chua kip c6 thdi gian dé dich cum tw thi khong khi quanh nguoi
ong duong nhw ha xudng chirng muwoi bay do. Du chang cé 1ay ddm may nao
trén troi, mwa da van bit dau roi xuéng. Ong xoay ngudi lai, nhung Lamia
da bién mat.

“Cdu than chu: Con duong Bdng gid...” ong 16n tiéng dich cau than chu
do ra, hoi thé ong boc khéi. “That vay sao? Ba ta dang st dung phép thuat

"3

sao? Diéu nay 16 bich qua

ROi giong ba ta vang lén phia sau 6ng: “Ong ding 1a mot nguoi thong
minh ddy, 6ng Claymore. Gid thi tdi da hiéu sao em trai t6i lai tim kiém
ong.”

Ong quay ngudi vé phia giong néi, nhung mot lan nita, ba ta khong &
hwéng do.

Muén tiép tuc tréu choc 6ng day ma... Tt thoi. Ong sé phai 1am nhiéu
viéc hon la chi chay trén. Ba ta khong phai la con ngwdi, nhung ong sé tiép
can ba ta nhw bt ctt ké dich ndo. Ong s& phai nghién citu ki ké thu, nhan
biét cac diém yéu cua ba ta.

R6i ong sé tim dugc 16i thoat cho minh.

Ong chia tay vé phia dam mwa d4. “Cach ddy muoi phiit, c6 thé 13 toi cho
rang chuyén nay khong thé xdy ra dugc, nhung toi hiéu mot diéu: néu day la
cach thé hién mitc d6 sitc manh cua ba, cha trach chiing t6i khong thay duwgc
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nhiéu quéi vat gidng nhw ba vay!” Ong cudi toe toét. “At 1a ching toi da giét
hét ching r6i!”

Ba ta gian di rit Ién. Mwa da roi xuéng thém ndng hat hon, cd khong gian
tran ngdp swong mu gia lanh. Ong chia stng ra, sdn sang chd doi ba ta tan
cong minh & bat cit huwéng nao.

Du khong quan tam nhiéu lam dén nhitng diéu huw cau, 6ng cling da danh
ca su nghiép minh cho viéc nghién cttu cac tin nguwong co dai. Cac cau than
chu that ra 1a mét khai niém don gian: néu ban thét ra mot diéu gi v6i da stc
manh an dang sau, viéc d6 c6 thé tré thanh sy that.

Cau than chad vira r6i nhat dinh 1a mét dang than chui hoan chuyén nao dé.
Néu khong ba ta sé khong dung tir semita. Ba ta dang tao ra mot con duwong
cho riéng minh, va 16p bang nay la cach thitc di chuyén — che giau vi tri va
khién cho Claymore khé ma di dong hay doan trwdc don tan cong tié€p theo.

Ba ta c6 y lam Claymore cam thay nan long, nhung 6ng budoc minh phai
tap trung. Mit dat quanh 6ng gid da phu day bang gid. Ong van ditng im va
déng tai lang nghe, biét rang ba ta sé 1gi dung co hdi nao d6 dé tan cong
ong.

Co 1é ba ta dang von 6ng, nhung Claymore khong dinh chét dugi tay mot
ké ngoc nhw ba ta, nhat 1a khi ba ta dé dang n6i gian tredc si nhao bang cua
ong nhu thé...

Claymore nghe thay tiéng giay cao gét lao xao trén 16p bang, dé 16 ra vi
tri hién tai ctia ba ta. Lap tirc ong quay nguoi lai, tranh sang bén, dung lic ba
ta cao tring noi 6ng dang ding. Trudc khi ba ta kip 1ay lai thang bang, ong
na sung.

Xwong banh ché trai cia ba ta n6é tung thanh bui den, va con mwa da
nging lai. Lamia loang choang, mdc dau nhin vé mat thi vét thuwong tham
chi cting cha lam ba ta sg hai.

Ntra duwdi mot bén chan ba ta da bi phan huy, nhung n6 dang tai tao lai.

Claymore khong mong ring minh sé& giét dwgc ba trong lan nay. Ong can
than quan sat ba ta tu lanh lai, tinh thoi gian ba ta phuc hoéi. Vi mo6i mot
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vien dan, ong wdc tinh minh c6 khoang mat phut.

“Nguoi van chang hiéu gi hét, nguoi pham a!” ba ta néi. “Nhitng vii khi
d6 khong thé giét chét ta! Chung chi lam cho ta cham lai ma thoi!”

Claymore nhin ba ta va cuwdi 16n. “Néu ba nghi to6i dang co giét ba, ba that
s la mot ké dd nguoi ddy! RO rang gio téi da biét ba bat ti, vay tai sao toi
con phaéi c6 lam vay co chi? Khong, t6i khong thé giét ba. Nhwng t6i da
lwgm lat dugce vai diéu thu vi trong khodng thoi gian chiing ta & bén nhau.”
Ong chia sting vao ba ta. “Ba khong muén giét toi ngay ldc nay. Néu khong
ba sé chang phung phi thoi gian trit mwa da xuéng ngudi toi. Ba mudn lam
t0i sg, hy vong t6i sé dan ba dén cho thang bé. Cau ta 1a méi de doa cua ba,
ding khong? Tat ca nhitng gi t6i can lam la tim dwgc cau ta, va roi cau ta co
thé dé dang danh bai ba. Va t6i biét chinh xac cau bé dang & dau!”

Khi chan da dwgc gan xong, ba ta rit 1én, nhung Claymore lai ban vao
chan ben kia.

“Néu c6 du dan, toi c6 thé ngoi day sudt ca ngay!” Claymore cuwdi nhao.
“Ba that vo dung! C6 I€é toi nén kiém mot cai may hut bui réi chdm ditt moi
chuyén v6i ba méi duoc!”

Ong ctt ng® ké doc ac kia s& nhan ra 1a Iic nay ba ta dang phé mic cho
ong dinh doat, nhung vi 1y do nao dé, ba ta van ti€p tuc mim cwoi.

Muva da da hoan toan cham dit Moi thit trén mat dat gio tan bién vao hw
v0, vi thé Claymore dam chac du ba ta vira st dung cau than chd nao thi n6
cling da két thiic. Sao ba ta van ca gan mim cuwdi nhw thé nhi?

“Nguoi ding la tén nguwdi pham ngao man nhat ma ta ting gap! Tot thai!
Néu nguoi khong dwa ta dén cho thang bé, ta sé rat han hanh duogc tiéu diét
nguwoi!” Ba ta dung dwa chiéc lw6i nhw lw6i ran. “Incantare: Templum
Incendere!”

“Ngoi dén Lira,” Claymore dich ra.

Chac day la m6t cau than chu tan cong — 6ng sap bi thiéu chay bang Itra
theo cach nao dé6. Claymore ban cai chan vira mdi téi tao cua ba ta thanh bui
va bo chay.
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Cau than chu chac chan khong c6 tac dung ngay lap tic, nhung ong
khong dinh tim hiéu xem né hoat dong nhu thé ndo. Ong sé& tan dung lgi thé
tir thure té rang khong cé ngwoi pham nao cé thé nhin thady minh.

Claymore chay nwdc rit quay tré lai quan Café Black va day ctra tién vao.

At 13 Black dang c6 quing thdi gian cue ky vui vé véi cong viéc lau chui
cac tach café vi anh ta van dang lam thé.

Claymore khong quan tim. Ong tho tay vao tti quan Black va chop 1ay
chum chia khéa xe ban téi ctia anh ta — tham chi Black con khong nhan thay
hanh dong do.

Ngay khi Claymore nghi rang minh dang hanh sy that thuan 1gi, 6ng nghe
thay cai giong the thé ctia Lamia vang lén: “Nguoi that sw cho ta la ké ngdc
sao?”

Ba ta ¢ ngay phia sau ong... nhung sao diéu nay lai c6 thé xdy ra chi?
Ong da doan 1a thoi gian tai tao cta ba ta mat khoang mot dén hai phiit.
Chang thé nao ba ta lai theo kip 6ng nhanh dén nhu thé.

Claymore khong kip phan tng. Ngay dung luc ong vira xoay nguoi, ba ta
lién bau chat nhitng cai vuot than lan dé quanh c6 6ng va khau sing cua 6ng
roi ngay xuéng san.

“Ta da dao budc khap thé gian nay hang ngan nam nay!” ba ta rit 1én, doi
mat xanh luc dam tritng tritng nhin 6ng. “Nguoi chi la mot ké ngudi tran
mat thit! Mu quang! Ta ting gi6éng nhw nguoi vay, trudc day ay. Ta nghi
rang minh tri hon cac vi than. Ta la con gai cta nit than phép thuat Hecate.
Chinh Zeus ciing tirng phai long ta! Ta da cho la minh binh dang vd&i 6ng ta!
Nhung r6i hady xem cac vi than da lam gi véi ta?”

Ba ta siét c6 6ng manh hon, va Claymore ha miéng dé 1dy thém khong
khi. “Hera dd tan sdt cdc con ta ngay trudc mdt ta! A ta...! Nguoi dan ba
do...!I”

Mot giot nwdc mat chdy dai xudong khuén mdat day vay no, nhung
Claymore chang mady may quan tam dén cau chuyén tham thiét cta sinh vat
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kia. Ong huych géi that manh vao nguc ba ta va nghe thay tiéng nhitng chiéc
Xuwong swon gay rang rac that dung y.

Lamia bat ngtra ra sau. Hy vong la xwong swon cua ba ta sé can thoi gian
dé lién lai. Ba ta gap cong ngudi, thd kho khe, nhw thé qua dau, khéng dirng
lén duoc.

“Ta da triéu hoi Dén tho Lira,” ba ta néi. “D6 la cau than chu sé pha huy
noi thiéng liéng ctia nguwoi — bat ¢t noi nao ma nguoi dat niém tin vao nhiéu
nhat. C6 1€ ta khong thé khién ngwoi caAm nhan dwgc noi dau cda ta, nhung
ta van c6 thé mang di nhitng gi quy gia nhat v4i nguoi! Ta cé thé twdc doat
tat ca bang mot cai vay tay!”

Dot nhién nhiét do trong quan tang lén, nhw thé noi day la mot phong tam
hoi va nhiét do cit dan gia tang.

Nhitng cai ban bat lira dau tién, roi dén ghé, va sau do...

Claymore cudng cuong lao vé phia Black, nguwdi van dang vui vé lau chui
nhitng tach café.

“Incantare: Stulti Carcer!” Lamia kéu lén.

Hai chan Claymore bdng ning nhuw chi. Ong c6 budc minh di chuyén,
nhung khong thé. Ong nhu bi dinh keo vao chd dang ditng vay.

Ltra bat dau lan 1én tap dé cua Black. Ngay sau dé toan bo co thé anh ta
chay phtrng phirng. Diéu kinh khting nhat 1a anh ta con khong nhén ra diéu
gi dang xdy ra vGi minh.

Claymore hét 16n goi anh ta, nhung ching ich gi. Ong phai chitng kién
nguwoi ban that sy va duy nhat ctia minh & Keeseville bi thiéu chay ngay
tredc mat minh.

“Than linh c6 thé lam thé day!” Lamia gao 1én. “Ho c6 thé x6a s6 moi thi
ma nguwoi yéu quy chi trong mot giay, va ta cling vay!” Ba ta quay sang
huwéng may tinh xach tay ctia 6ng. “Ta sé huy diét cai d6 nita — tdc pham méi
nhat cta nguwoi!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ba ta khodat tay ra hiéu va ngon Ira ti* phia bén kia quay bar 0 at tién vé
phia ay. L&p vo nhya bat dau tan chdy. “Hay ¢6 ciu né di, Claymore!” ba ta
ché nhao. “Néu bay gi¢ 6ng dén do6 va dap Itra, sé khong qua mudn dau.”

Ba ta gdp tay lai va Claymore chgt thay hai chan minh cé cdm giac.

“Di di, anh chang bé con,” ba ta rit gao. “Citu ldy nhitng gi quy gia nhat
ctia nguoi di. Nguoi sé that bai! Cling giong nhu ta...”

Lamia khong kip n6i hét cau vi nam ddm cua Claymore da bay thang vao
madt ba ta.

Ba ta d6 am xudng mot cai ban. Claymore tan cong ba ta bang mot cd
dam khac, tay ong gio bi bao phu bdi cat den. “Sao ba c6 thé ditng yén va an
néi nhv thé sau khi twdc di mang song mot con ngwoi?” 6ng hét 16n.

Ba ta vion hai ban tay day méong vuot vé phia 6ng, nhung Claymore da
hét chiing di. Ong 14t ngwoc cai ban lai va ba ta roi bich xuéng san.

“Ba da giét anh ta!” 6ng gao to. “Burly chang lién quan gi dén chuyén
nay, thé ma ba da giét anh ta! T6i khong quan tam ba la loai quai vat nao! Vi
vao thoi diém toi xong viéc véi ba, ba sé wdc rang tha Hera giét chét ba con
hon!”

Ba ta m& miéng. “Incantare: Stu...!”

Claymore da vao ham ba ta, va ham duwéi tan bién thanh cat.

Ngon Itta dang moi Iic mot 16n hon. Khéi cay xé thiéu dot phoi
Claymore, nhung 6ng khong dé v dén. Ong d4 va ddm vao nguoi Lamia,
bién ba ta thanh mot déng cat khi ba ta co tai tao lai, hét lan nay dén lan
khac.

Thé nhung... 6ng biét minh khong thé tiép tuc 1am vay mai. Ong khong
thé dé con gian dir két thic cudc doi minh. D6 la nhitng gi Lamia muén. Du
ong c6 lam gi di nita, ba ta van sé khong sao, nhung 6ng thi khong duwgc nhw
thé — noi khéi théi cling da 1am 6ng kho thé. Ong phéi ra khéi day. Néu
khong thi dong cat dwdi chan 6ng cudi cung van chién thang.
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Phai mat it nhat mot phit ba ta mdéi tai tao xong, ong doan thé, da thoi
gian cho 6ng bién khéi noi nay.

Ong nhin xuéng déng cat dang xody tit, tw héi liéu né c6 nghe thay dng
noi hay khong. “Lan gdp t6i, toi sé biét dugc cach két lieu ba. Ba sé chét
chac day. Mot khi ba moc lai hai chan, t6i dé nghi la ba nén bé tron thi hon.”

Ong nhit stng tir dwdi san 1én va ban vao déng cat — vién dan cudi clng,
vi Burly Black.

Lam vay van chwa da. Cong ly phéi dugc thuc thi, va néu linh cam cta
Claymore ding, 6ng biét chinh xac ai sé 1a nguwdi thyc hién diéu dé.

Khi canh sat kham pha ra 6ng da lay chiéc ban tai caa Black, liéu ho c6
do 1oi cho 6ng vé vu chay khong? Liéu ho cé budc tdi ong giét Black
khong?

Mot con quai vat thuc thu dang dudi theo 6ng, trong khi Claymore lai c6
thé bi xem la ké thu cia phap luat. Néu la trong tinh huéng khac, han 6ng sé
cam thdy diéu do khdi hai dén phi ly; nhung lan nay thi khong, khong phai
khi Black da chét.

Chac chan Black sé dong y cho Claymore lay xe thoi... Claymore dap ga,
phong di bang van tdc nhanh nhat c6 thé ma khong gay ra tai nan.

Lamia s@ hitu mot m¢& than chu tuy y st dung. Con tat ca nhitng gi
Claymore c6 dugce chi la mot phut chay trude.

Claymore khong thich nhitng tré ngai, nhung 6ng cé cach bién nhitng bat
lgi tré thanh lgi thé cia minh. Xwa gio, du chang cé 1dy mot 1gi thé nao
trong doi, nhung 6ng da c6 gang hoan thanh xong hoc vi Tién si va trd thanh
mot tac gid thanh cong. Bang tai nang, 6ng da gdy dung dugc tiéng tam cho
minh. Dau c6 bi day vao mot thé gidi ky la nao do, noi 1ii quai vat va cac vi
than con ton tai, ong cling khéng cho phép minh thua cudc. Khong phai véi
Lamia, khong phai v6i Hecate, hay bét ¢t ai.

Ong dd xe tru6c ngd va chay vao bén trong, trang bi lai hé théng bao
dong, dong thoi khoa chat canh ctra sau Iwng minh.
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Ong khéng dinh nan lai 1au hon mot phit, nhung hé théng canh bao sé
bdo trwéc cho dng biét phong trudng hop Lamia dén day nhanh hon dy tinh.

Ong c6 tap trung suy nghi. At 1a cu bé Alabaster biét dieu gi d6 ve
Lamia. Trong gidc mg cua Claymore, Alabaster da néi vGi nguwoi phu nit
mac do6 trang cdu dang bi san du6i. Ngwoi phu nit da canh bao Alabaster
rang ba ta khong thé can thiép vao cudc chién cua con cai minh. Thé c6
nghia nguwoi phu nit do 1a nit than Hecate, con Lamia va Alabaster déu la con
ba ta, dang mac ket trong mot cudc chién mot mat mot con nao do.

Chuyén gi xdy ra néu ai do tim dugc cdch ngdn cdn cdi chét? & bén ngoai
thinh phong, cau bé da hoi ong nhu vay. Alabaster can c6 cach dé danh bai
Lamia, ké song dai nhuw dia. Néu khong Lamia sé 1dy mang cdu ta. Vi thé
cau ta bat tay vdi chuyén gia vé cai chét xuat sac nhat — Tién si Howard
Claymore.

Ong cAm tam thiép trén ban lam viéc 1én va bam s6 trén di dong. Nhung
cau tra 10i ong nhan dugc khong han la tiéng kéu la nho giup do.

“Ong muén gi?” cau bé hoi bing giong lanh tanh. “T6i biét cau tra 10i ctia
ong 1a Khong roi. Vay thi gid c6 chuyén gi day? Ong mudn tdi néi véi ong
rang giac mo tdi qua khong phai la sy thyc sao?”

“T6i khong phai thang ngoc,” Claymore vira van lai vira diéu chinh hé
thong bao dong trén duong ra khéi nha. “T6i vira biét chuyén dé la thuc, va
toi cling biét luén rang chi gdi cau dang co giét t6i. Toi mdi bi tan cong
trong khu mua sam, c6 kha nang la vi cau da yéu cau toi giup cau.”

Cau bé dwong nhw sitng sot dén noi khong néi nén 16i. Cubi cung, khi
Claymore chui vao xe cta Black, Alabaster hdi, “Néu ba ta tdn cong 6ng,
sao gio 6ng van con song?”

“Nhu t6i da ndi, toi khong phai la mot thang ngdc,” Claymore dap lai.
“Nhung két qua cua viéc cau 16i kéo t0i vao vu nay la mot ngudi ban cua toi
da chét.”

Ong giai thich ng&n gon nhitng gi da xdy ra trong quan Café Black.

Lai thém mot doi im lang nita.
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Claymore khai dong xe. “Vay?”

“Chung ta can phai ngirng néi chuyén,” Alabaster 1én tiéng. “Bon quai vat
c6 thé lan theo cac cudc dién thoai. Hay dén nha toi va t6i sé gidi thich t6i
can o6ng lam gi. Nhanh 1én nhé.”

Claymore quang dién thoai 1én ghé va gidm manh chan ga.

Puong nha Alabaster la mot con pho cut, mot ngd cut chang cé gi dang
sau ngoai cac vach da véi hwéng vé phia song Hudson. Diéu d6 cé nghia la
ho sé khong bao gid bi tdn cong tir sau t6i, nhung nhuw thé dong nghia véi
viéc chang c6 16i nao thao chay.

Khong phai ngau nhién ma Alabaster diwng nha & day, Claymore cho la
thé. Alabaster c6 y rang day s€ la noi cau ta c6 thé dé dang phong vé, cho du
la mat di co hoi thdo lui. Mot dia diém hoan hdo cho dot khang cy cudi
cung.

Thure té, s6 nha 273 nam & tan cung con pho cut.

Chang c6 gi thu hut, chang c6 gi dac biét. Co can dugc cat tia va twong
can son méi. B6 khong phai la ngo6i nha dep nhat thé gigi, nhung né vira du
dé mot gia dinh binh binh goi la nha.

Claymore buéc 1én gd ctra. Ong khong phai doi 14u.

Nguoi ra m@ ctta la nguwoi dan ong Claymore da gap hom qua, cha caa
Alabaster. D6i mat do dan cta 6ng ta cham chd nhin Claymore, va roi ong ta
mim cwdi. “Chao anh ban! M@i vao. T6i da pha san tra cho 6ng dé.”

Claymore cau may. “That tinh thi vao lic nay t6i khong quan tam lam dén
viéc do. Chi can dwa t6i dén gdp con trai 6ng thoi.”

Van tiép tuc mim cuwdi, ngwdi dan 6ng dan Claymore vao trong.

Khéng gidong bén ngoai, phong khach vo cung cau ky. Moi thit déu bong
lodng, sap xép ngan nap va khong c6 1dy mot chit bui. Trong nhw thé tat ca
cac vat dung nay vira mai dugc thao ra khoi 16p boc nhyra vay.

Lita chdy lach tach trong 10 suwédi, va theo nhuw hita hen, tra da dat san trén
ban nuac.
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Claymore 10 tach tra di. Ong ngbi xudng ghé sofa. “Ong Torrington ding
khong? Ong thuc sy hidu tinh hudng ma t6i gdp phai roi phong? Toi dén day
dé tim kiém cac cau tra 16i.”

“Tra sé ngudi mat,” ngudi dan ong lén tiéng, miéng nhoén cuwdi vui vé.
“Ong udng di!”

Claymore nhin vao mét 6ng ta. Ddy 1a vii khi bi mét ctia dng ta sao? “Ong
c6 ngoc khong thé?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng chwa kip dap lai thi canh cita dan dén phong chinh mé ra,
va cau bé budc vao.

Van day tan nhang va mai téc nadu nhw ngay hom qua, nhwng do quan trén
nguwoi cau lai hét sitc ky quai. Cau ta mdc o vest chong dan bén ngoai 4o
so-mi dai tay mau xam dam. Quan cling mau xam, nhung diéu ky la nhat vé
bd 4o quan cua cau ta la cac ky hiéu.

Cac hoa van vo nghia dwgc vé nguéch ngoac ngau nhién khap 4o so-mi va
quan. Trong nhw ciu ta da dé cho mot dia tré nam tudi nao dé noi dién 1én
v6&i mot cay but 16ng dau Sharpie mau luc.

“Tién si Claymore,” cdu ta noi, “dirng ban tam t6i viéc ndi chuyén clung
cong sy cua t6i. Ong dy sé khong ké cho éng diéu gi thd vi dau.”

Moi sy bat an va lo lang duwong nhw bién mat khoi nguwoi cau bé. Cau
ditng thang nguoi va dang vé qua quyét, nhw lic cau c6 ché giéu Claymore
trong thinh phong vay.

Claymore liéc nguwdi dan 6ng roi quay sang nhin Alabaster. “Sao lai thé?
Chang phai ong 4y la cha cau u?”

Alabaster cuoi to. “Khong phai.” Cau tha nguwdi xudng ghé sofa va cam
mot tach tra 1én. “Ong dy 1a Nguoi Swong Mu. Tai da tao ra ong dy véi vai
tro nguoi giam ho, vi thé moi nguwoi khong phai dat cau héi vadi to6i.”

Mit Claymore mé 16n. Ong nhin ngudi dan 6ng c6 vé nhw dang tap trung
lang nghe cudc néi chuyén cua ho. “Tao ra u? Bang phép thudt, y cau la vay
sao?”
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Alabaster gat dau, thoc tay vao tii quan va lay ra mot to gidy hoa dung dé
viét thu trang tron. Cau ta dat n6 trén ban va go l1én do hai cai.

Nguoi dan 6ng, Nguwoi Swong Mu, tan bién ngay trwdc mat Claymore,
bién thanh hoi nwdc khi 6ng ta bi hit vao td gidy. Nguwdi Swong Mu bién mat
roi, Alabaster cam to gidy lén, va Claymore c6 thé nhin thay trén to gidy do
gio c6 in birc phac hoa thé mot ngwoi dan 6ng mau xanh luc.

“DPdy, thé tot hon nhiéu.” Alabaster c6 mim cwoi. “Sau mot lic nita 6ng
ay sé byc minh cho xem. T6i biét diéu nay v6i mot ngwdi pham ma néi that
kho tiép thu dwgce.”

“T6i sé co,” Claymore néi qua loa véi cau ta. “Toi quan tdm nhiéu hon vé
chuyén ctia Lamia, dac biét la cach dé giét ba ta.”

Alabaster thd dai. “T6i da noi véi dng réi day, toi khong biét. Bo l1a 1y do
t6i nhd dén sy gidip d& tir dng. Ong con nhd diéu toi da hoéi trong bai db xe
khong?”

“Chuyén gi xay ra néu ai do6 tim dwgc cach ngan chan cai chét?”Claymore
nhac lai. “Sao diéu do lai quan trong? Co lién quan gi dén sy tai tao cda
Lamia khong?”

“Khong, tit ca bon quai vat déu nhu thé. C6 hai cach dé két lieu mot quai
vat: Cach thit nhat la dung mot vat liéu kim loai than thanh. Cach tht hai la
mot loai phép thuat tréi budc co6 thé ngan chiing khong ti tao trong thé gigi
nay. Nhung viéc giét ba ta khong quan trong; t6i da lam dwogc diéu d6. Van
deé 1a ba ta sé khong chét.”

Claymore nhuén mot bén may. “Y cau 1a gi khi cau néi sé khéng chét
ay?”

“Chinh xac titng chi* mot day,” Alabaster gidi thich. “Néu toi giét ba ta,
ba ta sé khong chét han, cho du t6i cé thi bat cit cach nao di chang nita. Hau
hét khi bi phan huy, linh hon ctia bon quai vat sé quay lai Tartarus va phai
mat nhiéu nam, cé thé la hang thé ky chiing mé&i c6 thé tai sinh. Nhung
Lamia thi ngay 1ap titc sé quay lai. 6 la ly do t6i dén tim 6ng. T6i biét 6ng
da nghién cttu cac khia canh tdm linh vé cai chét, chac la nhiéu hon ai khac
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trén thé gigi nay. T6i dang hy vong 6ng co6 thé nghi ra cach lam cho thir gi
do6 khong song lai sau khi chét.”

Claymore nghi vé diéu cau bé noi trong mot giay, roi lac dau. “T6i khong
muon gi khac hon ngoai viéc tiéu diét sinh vat do, nhung chuyén nay vugt
qua kha nang cta toi. T6i can hiéu thé gidi cia cau nhiéu hon — cach cac vi
than va quai vat hoat dong, va cac quy tac phép thuat ctia cau. Toi can thong
tin.”

Alabaster cau may, sau d6 nhap mot ngum tra. “To6i sé ké cho 6ng nghe
nhitng gi toi c6 thé tiét 16, nhung c6 1é ching ta khong cé nhiéu thoi gian.
Lamia dang moi ltic mot nhin thau 16p than chi che gidu cua t6i.”

Claymore nga ngudi ra sau. “Trong gidc mo cuia toi, nit than Hecate da
néi rang cau la thanh vién trong déi quan cta Kronos. Chac chan sé con
nhiéu thanh vién khéac nita. Sao cau khong nho dén sy gitip d& cta ho?”

Alabaster lac dau. “Phan 16n ho déu da chét. C6 mot cudc chién dién ra
gitta cac vi than va cac Titan vao mua he nam ngodi va da phan con lai — cac
a than nhuw t6i, da chién dau vi dinh Olympus. Con t6i vé phe Kronos.”

Cau bé run ray hit mot hoi trude khi tiép tuc. “Con tau chuyén ché chinh
cua chung toi, Céng Chtia Andromeda, da bi phe cac con lai dich thu pha
hiy. Ching t6i dang trén duong tan cong Manhattan, noi dit can c cia cac
vi than. T6i da & trén con tau dé ldc cac & than phe bén kia cho n6 tung no.
To6i la ngwdi duy nhat con song vi t6i c6 kha nang dung than chu dé bao vé
minh. Sau d6, tm... cudc chién khong xdy ra nhw ching t6i muon. Toi da
chién dau trén chién treong dé chong lai ké thu, nhwng phan 16n quan dong
minh caa ching t6i lai bo chay. Pich than Kronos hanh quan dén dinh
Olympus va da bi con trai than Poseidon danh bai. Sau céi chét cia Kronos,
cac vi than trén dinh Olympus dep tan hét nhitng cuéc khang cu con sot lai.
Mot cudc tham sat. Néu t6i nhd dung thi me t6i da bao rang Trai Con Lai va
dong minh cua ho tong cdng chi c6 mudi sdu nguwdi chét. Trong khi phe
chiing t6i lén dén hang tram.”
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Claymore nhin Alabaster. Mdc dau Claymore sé khong cho la minh dong
cam, nhung 6ng c6 cam gidc thuwong tiéc dira bé nay, vi da phdi trdi qua
nhiéu chuyén nhw thé khi con qua tré. “Néu doi quan cua cau bi tiéu diét
hoan toan, sao cau c6 thé tron thoat?”

“Khong phadi tat ca chiung t6i déu bi vay,” Alabaster n6i. “Phan 16n cac
con lai con lai bo tron hodc bi bat. Ho qua mat tinh than nén da gia nhap vao
hang ngii ké thu. C6 mét lénh dai x4, to6i doan 6ng goi né nhw thé - mét thoa
thudn dugc dam phan béi dita tré da giét Kronos. Pita tré dé thuyét phuc cac
vi than trén dinh Olympus chap nhan cac tiéu thdn, nhitng nguwoi tirng theo
phe Kronos.”

“Nhu me cau, nit than Hecate dy a,” Claymore noi.

“Puing vay,” Alabaster chua chat néi. “Trai Con Lai quyét dinh ho sé chap
nhan bat ct difa con nao cta cac tiéu than. Ho sé xay cho ching t6i cac ngoi
nha & trai va gia vo rang ho da khong tan sat chiing t6i mot cach mu quang
vi t0i khang cy. Phan 16n cac tiéu than da chap nhan dam phan hoa binh
ngay khi cac vi than trén dinh Olympus dé xuat, nhung me t6i thi khong.
Ong biét ddy... t6i khong phai 1a dita con duy nhat cta nit than Hecate phuc
vu duéi treéng cia Kronos. Hecate chwra bao gio c6 nhiéu con — nhwng t6i 1a
dira manh nhat, vi thé cac anh chi em da tuan theo sy lanh dao cua t6i. T6i
da thuyét phuc hau hét bon ho tham gia tran chién... nhwng toi 1a ngudi duy
nhat con séng. Nt than Hecate da mat nhiéu dita con & than hon céac vi than
khac trong cudc chién dé.”

“DPé la ly do tai sao ba dy tir choi 10i dé nghi ctia ho?” Claymore phong
doan.

Alabaster nhap thém mot ngum tra. “Pung vay. It ra thi ba ciing 1a ngudi
tr choi dau tién. Toi xui ba ay tiép tuc chién dau. Nhung cac vi than cho
rang ho khong mudén mot nit than noi loan lam hong niém vui chién thang
cda ho, vi thé ho da thoa thuan véi ba dy. Ho sé vinh vién khong ban dac an
nao cho toi va truc xudt téi khoi trai ctia ho mai mai - d6 la sy trieng phat vi
toi da c6 thai do nhu thé - nhung ho sé tha chét cho t6i néu nir than Hecate
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quay lai v&i ho. D6 1a mét kiéu néi khac di thoi, chung quy van la néu ba dy
khong gia nhap, chac chan ho sé 1dy mang t6i.”

Claymore cau may. “Vay ra ngay chinh cac vi than cling chang da cao ca
va toan nang dé khong dung dén tha doan de doa.”

Alabaster nhin cham cham vao 16 swdi am ap bang anh mat chan ghét.
“T6t hon hét khong nén muwong twgng ho nhw cac vi than. Toét nhat 1a c&
nghi vé ho nhw mot kiéu Mafia than thanh ay. Ho dung 10i de doa dé budc
me t6i chap thuan théa thuan dé. Va trong qua trinh thoa thuan thi da t6i ra
khoi trai dé toi khong lam hw cac anh chi em khac cuda t6i.” Cau ta uéng hét
tach tra. “Nhung t6i sé khong bao gio cii dau trwdc cac vi than trén dinh
Olympus sau nhitng hanh dong tan bao ma ho da thuc hién. Nhitng ké di
theo ho déu dui mu. Toi sé khéng doi nao dat chan vao trai cia ho, va néu
toi lam thé, viéc do6 sé chi mang lai cho ciu con trai ctia Poseidon nhitng gi
cau ta dang duvgc nhan.”

“Vay cau khong co6 ai giup cho sao,” Claymore noi. “Va con quai vat
Lamia dang duo6i theo cau... tai sao lai thé?”

“T6i wéc gi minh biét.” Alabaster dat tach tra trong khong xuéng. “Keé tw
khi bi truc xudt, td6i da danh nhau va ha guc rat nhiéu quai vat dudi theo t6i.
Chiing nhan ra cac a than theo ban nang. Mot con lai c6 doc nhu t6i 1a mot
muc tiéu hap dan. Nhung Lamia thi khac. Ba ta la con cua nit than Hecate tir
thoi c6 xwa. Dwong nhu ba ta c6 méi thu ca nhan truyén kiép véi t6i. Cho du
toi c6 ra tay bao nhiéu lan thi ba ta cling khong chét han. Ba ta lam cho toi
mét moi, budc tdi chuyén tir thanh phé nay dén thanh phd khac. Cac cau
than chd bao vé cua t6i da bi day dén gidi han dinh diém. Gio t6i tham chi
con chang thé ngd ma khong c6 ba ta c6 pha v& cac chuwdng ngai ma t6i
dung nén.”

Claymore cham chid nhin cdu bé k§ hon va nhan ra quang tham dwdi mat
cau. Chac la Alabaster da khong ngu trong nhiéu ngay qua.

“Cau ¢ mot minh bao 1au r6i?” Claymore hoi. “Viéc truc xuat cau dién ra
khi nao?”
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Alabaster nhin vai nhu thé ciu cling chang nhé. “Bdy hay tam thang
trede, nhung hinh nhw 1a 1au hon nita. Thoi gian doi v6i nhitng dita con lai
nhw ching t6i c6 sy khac biét. Chiung t6i khong song nhan ha nhv nguoi
pham. Phan 16n cac con lai khong song noi qua tudi hai muwoi.”

Claymore khong dap lai. Ngay ca vGi ong ma noi, chuyén nay vo cung
cu6n hit. Pira tré nay la mot & than thyc thy, con trai cia mét ngudi pham
va nit than Hecate.

Ong cha hiéu vi sao kiéu két hop do lai c6 thé xdy ra, nhung rd rang 1a né
c6 thuce, vi cdu bé dé dang & day, va hién nhién cau ta khong phai 1a mot
nguoi binh thuwong. Claymore ti hoi lieu Alabaster c6 kha nang tai tao nhw
Lamia khong. Ong hoai nghi vé diéu dé6. Du c6 1a anh chi em véi nhau hay
khong, Alabaster lu6n nhac dén Lamia nhw mot quai vat. D6 khong phai
cach ma ban dung dé goi ngudi than ctia minh.

Cau bé that sy c6 doc. Cac vi than da truc xuat cau. Li quai vat muon giét
cau, trong d6 mot con con la chi rudt. Ban dong hanh duy nhat cua cau la
mot Nguwoi Swong Mu, nguwoi hién ra tr to gidy viét thw khd ba nhan nam.
Va bang céach nao do, dita tré nay van song sét. Claymore khong thé khong
an tugng vai cau.

Alabaster bat dau rét cho minh mot tach tra khac, thinh linh cau khung
lai. MOt trong s6 cac biéu tuwgng nguéch ngoac trén tay do phdi dang phat ra
anh sang mau xanh la non.

“Lamia dén ro6i,” cau ta thi tham. “T6i da sitc kim chan ba ta ngoai kia
mot lic, nhung...”

Co6 tiéng vO do vang 1én nghe nhu tiéng no ctia bong den, va biéu twgng
trén tay 4o vo bung nhu thiy tinh, cdc manh anh sdng mau luc ban tung tée.

Alabaster danh roi cai tach. “Khong thé nao! Ba ta khong cé cach nao pha
vO phong tuyén cua toi bang phép thuat cnaa ba ta, triv phi ba ta...” Cau nhin
chong choc vao Claymore. “Thanh than oi. Claymore, ba ta dang lgi dung
ong!”

Claymore cttng nguoi lai. “Loi dung t6i? Cau dang noi gi thé?”
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Trwdc khi Alabaster kip tra 10i, mot dau hiéu phép thuat khac trén do so-
mi cua cau phat n6. “Pitng 1én nao! Chiing ta can phai roi khéi day ngay bay
gio! Ba ta vira mGi choc thung phong tuyén thit hai cta t6i.”

Claymore ditng bat day. “Khoan da! Néi cho t6i biét di! Ba ta da lgi dung
toi nhu thé nao?”

“Ong khong thoat dwoc ba ta; ma 1a ba ta di dé cho 6ng di!” Alabaster
tritng mét nhin 6ng. “Ong bi mdt cau than chd bAm vao ngudi, né da 1am réi
loan céc ky hiéu phép thuat cta t6i! Thanh than oi, sao t6i cé thé ngu ngdc
dén vay chi!”

Claymore siét chit hai nim tay minh. Ong da titng gioi giang hon co ma.

Ong da quéa ban tim hiéu cac quy tic cta thé gidi ndy va vach ra mot ké
hoach nhung lai khéng ngo rang Lamia cling st dung chién lwgc riéng cta
ba ta. Gid thi sai lam ctia 6ng da dwa ba ta dén ding ngay muc tiéu can tim.

Alabaster cham nhe vao nguc Claymore. “Incantare: Aufero Sarcina!”

Thém mot tiéng n6 khac. Lan nay cac manh anh sang mau luc bay ra khéi
ao so-mi cua Claymore va ong loang choang lui lai. “Cau da lam...?”

“Thao g& cau than chd ctia Lamia,” Alabaster giai thich. “Va gio...”

Alabaster go 1én vai dau hiéu phép thuat trén do quan cau va tat ca ching
vO tan. Nhw thé dap lai, mot dau hiéu trén 6ng quan cau bat dau phat sang
mau xanh la non.

“T6i vira mdi gia tang sic manh cho cac birc twong bén trong, nhung
ching ta khong cé cadch nao cam chan ba ta 1au hon. T6i biét 6ng muén hiéu,
toi biét 6ng muon dat ra thém nhiéu cau héi, nhung dirng lam thé. T6i sé
khong dé ong chét. Hay c di theo t6i, va nhanh 1én nao!”

Cho dén tan hom nay, Claymore da tirng bdi roi, sg hai, e ngai va kho
chiu v6i nhitng gi vugt qua dirc tin cua ong. Nhung gio thi 6ng da dugc trai
nghiém mot cdm gidc ma minh chwa tirng c6 trong nhiéu ndm qua. Tién si
Claymore uy quyén, tv tin bat dau hoang loan.
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Tat ca chuyén nay la mot cai bay. Lamia khong thé bi danh bai qua dé
dang nhuw thé. D6 la tro mwu meo dé ba ta pha v& cac hang phong ngy cta
Alabaster. Va tat ca déu la 16i caa ong.

Alabaster chay ra ngoai, va Claymore di theo sau, lam bam hét moi cau
chtti ria ma ong biét — va ong ciling biét kha nhiéu day nhi.

Ban ndy ong da khong nhan thdy n6 , nhung mot mai vom mau luc sang
lap 1anh hién dang che phu toan b6 ng6i nha va tradi xudng it nhat nira 16 dat.
Anh sang mau luc dudng nhu dang yéu dan di, cling nhw dau hiéu phép
thuat trén chan Alabaster.

Mac du cach day mot Iic bau troi con trong xanh va day nang, nhung gio
thi cAc dam may bao lon von trén dau ho, oanh tac phong tuyén bang cac tia
sét.

Lamia dang & ngoai kia, va lan nay ba ta khong con choi dua nita. Ba ta
dén day dé giét ho.

Claymore chtti tham thém cau nita.

Ra dén dwong, Alabaster ngirng chay va nhin Ién bau trgi. “Ching ta
khong thé tron thoat. Ba ta da nhot ching ta trong nay. Con bao 1a mot cau
than chu tréi budc. T6i khong thé pha giai n6 khi van con phong tuyén phia
trén. Khong con co hoi bo chay nita; ching ta phai chién dau thoi.”

Claymore nhin cau, vé khong tin n6i. “Xe ctia Black & ngay kia. Chiing ta
c6 thé 1én xe va...”

“Va sau do thi sao?” Alabaster nhin tra lai ong, lam Claymore cttng nguoi
ngay tai cho. “Viéc ching ta lai xe nhanh nhw thé nao khong quan trong. Tat
ca nhitng gi chung ta dinh lam sé gitp cho ba ta c6 muc tiéu tan céng 16n
hon. Ngoai ra, d6 han 1a diéu ba ta mudn tir mot ngwoi pham nhw 6ng. Dirng
can thiép vao chuyén nay — toi dang c6 cttu séng ong day!”

Claymore quic mét nhin ciu, mau 6ng sbi trao. Ong dén day dé gitp d&
cau chit khong phai ditng yén méot chd va cam thdy minh that voé dung. Ong
chuan bi tranh cai thi mét ddu hiéu phép thuat phat sang trén 6ng quan
Alabaster vut bung lén thanh mét ngon Itra. Cau bé cau may vi dau, khuyu
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g06i xuong. Phia trén ho, mai vom mau luc v& tan tanh, phat ra am thanh nhw
thé mot triéu cira s6 bi vo vay.

“Em trai!” Lamia la 16n, 4t ca tiéng sam am am. “Chi da dén day!”

Cac tia chép bao quanh ho, lam cac c6t dién bat goc va cay c6i boc chay.

Moi ngudi xung quanh hinh nhuw chang ai chd y dén chuyén dang xay ra.
Cach do vai ngoi nha, mot ngwoi dan ong dang twdi nuwéc cho bai co. Bén
kia duong, mot ngwoi phu nit dang leo ra khéi chiéc SUV va néi chuyén
dién thoai, khong hé hay biét cay thich nha ba ta dang chdy. Cuing mét loai
Itra da giét chét Burly... Hinh nhw d6i vdi cac con lai va i quai vat, thé gigi
nguwoi pham chi la noi hitng chiu thiét hai song song ma thoi.

Alabaster budc minh ditng day, 1y mot tdm thé ghi chi trong ti quan ra.
Thay vi la hinh m6t nguwdi dan ong, tam thé nay lai c6 hinh mot thanh kiém
dugc vé so sai. Khi Alabaster go nhe 1én do, hinh vé bat dau phat sang, réi
dot nhién thanh kiém khong con thd so nita.

Mot thanh kiém bang vang rong nho6 ra khéi tam thé, sang 1ap lanh va
thanh hinh trong tay Alabaster. Thanh kiém duwgc khac cac dau hiéu phép
thuat phat sang mau luc, giong hét ky hiéu trén 4o quan Alabaster. Va du
thanh kiém at phai ning dén bon mwoi lam ky, Alabaster van dé dang cam
né bang mat tay.

“Lui ra phia sau t6i va dirng di chuyén,” cau ta gidm manh chan 1én mat
dat.

Lan dau tién trong doi minh, Claymore khong hé tranh cai.

“Lamia!” Alabaster hwéng vé phia bau troi va hét 16n. “Cuu nit hoang ctia
vrong quoc Libya va la con gai cua nit than Hecate! Ba la muc tiéu cua t0i,
va ludi kiém cta t6i sé tim thdy ba. Incantare: Persequor Vestigium!”

Céac biéu tugng trén thanh kiém cta Alabaster chdy sang manh liét hon,
va ting dau hiéu phép thuat trén 4o quan cau ciing sang birng nhu cac ngon
deén pha thu nhé. Nhitng cau than chd dan xen bao 1ay cau, va ca co thé cau
duwong nhw phat ra sttc manh.
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Cau quay sang Claymore, hién dang bwdc lui lai. D6i mat Alabaster phat
ra anh sang mau xanh, giong hét mat Lamia.

Cau bé mim cwoi. “Ching ta sé on thdi, ong Claymore. Cac anh hung
khong bao gio chét ca, ding khong?”

Claymore mu6én mé miéng tranh cai, vi that ra ma néi dwdng nhw cac anh
hung trong than thoai Hy Lap Itic nado ciing chét.

Nhwng 6ng chuwa kip néi gi thi c6 tiéng sdm rén, va quai vat Lamia xuat
hién & ria bai cé.

Alabaster lao dén tan cong.

Khi Alabaster gio cao kiém lén, cau cdm nhan dugc diéu gi d6 ma minh
chwa hé nhan thay ké tit khi cau cung doi quan ctia Kronos danh chiém
Manhattan — su san sang hy sinh vi chinh nghia. Cau da 16i Claymore vao vu
nay. Cau khong thé dé mdt nguwoi pham nao khac chét vi con quai vat nay
nira.

Nhat chém dau tién cua cau tring dich, va tay phai cia Lamia bién thanh
cat.

Doi vé6i 1l quai vat binh thwong, mot vét thwong do thanh kiém lam twr
vang Imperial gay ra sé la mot an ti¥, nhung Lamia chi cuwoi cuoi.

“Em trai, sao em lai c6 chap thé? Chi dén day dé noi chuyén th6i ma...”

“Noi db6i!” Alabaster chém mot phat, chat mat canh tay trai caa ba ta. “Ba
la diéu hé then cho thanh danh ctia me! Sao ba khong chét di nhi?”

Lamia cwoi véi cau, khuén miéng day nhitng chiéc rang y nhu rang ca
sau. “Ta khong chét vi ba chu citu song ta.”

“Ba chua ctia ba?” Alabaster cau may. Cau c6 cam giac la ba ta dang
khong néi vé nit than Hecate.

“0, ding thé.” Lamia tranh dwgc ci tin cong cta cau. Hai tay ba ta vira
méi tai tao lai. “Tuy Kronos that bai, nhung gio ba chu cta ta da thiec giac.
Ba dy vi dai hon bat ci¢ Titan hay vi than nao. Ba sé tiéu diét dinh Olympus
va dan dudng cho con cai cta nit than Hecate dén vdi thgi vang son cua ho.
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Chang may la, ba cha cua ta khéng tin nguwoi. Ba ay khong mudn nguoi séng
dé can thiép vao chuyén dé.”

“Ba va ba chd ctia minh bién dén Tartarus la tat cad nhitng gi td6i quan
tam!” Alabaster hét 1én, b6 dau Lamia ra lam hai. “Ba hién dang lién minh
vdi cac vi than sao? Co6 phai Hera da phai ba dén giét t6i khong?”

Hai bén miéng ctia Lamia rén ri. “Dirng nhac cai tén kia tredc mat ta! Ba
gia do da tiéu diét ca gia dinh ta! Nguwoi khong hiéu sao, em trai? Nguoi
khong doc cac cau chuyén than thoai veé ta sao?”

Alabaster cuwdi khay. “To6i khong thém doc vé nhitng con quai vat vé dung
nhu ba!”

“Quai vat u?” ba ta kéu len, khuon mat ba ta dinh lai véi nhau. “Hera méi
la quai vat! Mu ta da giét hét nhitng ngwdi phu nit ma chong mu ta yéu. Mu
san dudi con cua ho vi ghen tudng va thu han! Mu da giét cac con cua ta!

»
!

Cac con cua ta

Canh tay phai ctia Lamia da tai tao xong hoan toan, va ba ta chan n6 truéc
mat minh, canh tay run ray vi gian dit. “Ta van c6 thé nhin thdy cac thi thé
bat dong khong chut sy song ctia con minh ngay treéc mat... Altheia mu6n
tr@ thanh mot ngheé si. Ta con nhé nhitng ngay con bé theo hoc viéc cac nha
diéu khac gioéi nhat trong vieong quoc... Con bé 1a mot than dong. Tai nang
ctia n6 khién ca Athena ciing phai ganh ti. Demetrius thi con nam ngay nita
la dén sinh nhat mwdi tudi. N6 la mot cau bé manh khoe va tuyét voi, luon
c6 lam me minh ty hao. Thang bé san sang thyc hién bat ¢t diéu gi dé chuan
bi cho ngay né la vua ctia Libya. Ca hai déu cham chi hoc héi, ca hai déu co
twong lai twoi sang phia tredc. Thé nhung Hera da 1am gi nao? Mu sat hai
ching mot cach tan nhan chi vi mu6n trirng phat ta toi chap nhan s tan tinh
cta Zeus! Mu ta xitng dang phai chiu chét dan chét mon & Tartarus!”

Alabaster lai tdn cong. Lan nay Lamia da lam diéu khong thé - ba ta chan
ngang thanh kiém, bat 1dy lwoi kiém bang vang Imperial bang mong vuot bo
sat cua ba ta.
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Alabaster c6 kéo thanh kiém ra, nhung Lamia da nhanh tay gitt lai. Ba ta
ghé sat mdt minh vao mat cau.

“Nguoi biét diéu gi sé xay ra tiép khong ha, em trai?” ba ta thi tham. Hoi
thd ba ta c6 mui nht mui mau twoi méi chdy. “Cudc doi vai tu cach la mot
nit hoang cta ta da chdm dit, nhuwng sy cam thu trong ta chi mdi bat dau.
Tan dung sitc manh ctia Me, ta da tao ra mot cau than cha vo cung dac biét,
cho phép tat ca quai vat trén thé gian nay ngwi thdy mui hoi thoi ctia bon con
lai...” Ba ta mim cuwdi. “Biét dau sau khi vai ngan di&a nhv nguoi di doi,

",

Hera, nit than cta gia dinh, cu6i cung ciing hiéu dwgc noi dau cua ta

Alabaster nhu ngung thd. “Ba vira méi noi gi??”

“Pung thé, nguoi da nghe thidy day! Ta la ké da khién cho cudc song cua
cac nguoi trd thanh mot con &c mong song dong! Ta da ban cho I quai vat
kha nang theo diu cac a than! Ta la Lamia, do té cua lii con lai thoi tha! Va
mot khi nguoi chét di, cac anh chi em khac ctia ching ta sé tuan theo ta nhw
nit hoang cua ching. Chiing sé gia nhap véi ta hodc sé chét! Ba chu ta — Dat
Me - da hita hen rang ba dy sé tra lai cac con cho ta.” Lamia thich thd cuoi
16n. “Ching sé song lai, va tat ca nhitng gi ta can lam la giét chét nguwoi!”

Alabaster giat dugc thanh kiém khoéi mong vudt caa ba ta, nhung Lamia
da dén qua gan. Ba ta gio vudt dinh moc lay tim cau. Mat tiéng BUP! chéi
tai vang lén va Lamia loang choang lui lai, mot 16 dan xuat hién & phan nguc
day vdy. Alabaster vung kiém 1én, chém ngang eo ba ta, va Lamia v& vun
thanh m&t dong cat den.

Alabaster liéc ra sau nhin Claymore, nguwoi dang ditng cach cau khoang ba
mét vé phia tay phai, trén tay cam mot khau sting. “Ong dang 1am gi & day?
Ba ta c6 thé giét ong day!”

Claymore mim cwoi. “Toi thady cau dang lam mot viéc khong dang y hét
t0i, vi thé t6i nghi minh sé gitip cau mot tay. T6i phai lam gi dé véi vién dan
cudi cung ctia minh.”

Alabaster cham cham nhin 6ng véi vé kinh ngac. “Thanh than oi, 6ng that
la kiéu ngao.”
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“Gan day t6i nghe tir d6 hoi nhiéu. To6i sé xem n6 nhw mot 1oi khen.”
Claymore nhin xuéng co thé dang dan tai tao lai ctia Lamia. “Ngay lic nay
ma c6é mot cai may hat bui Swiffer thi hitu ich biét bao. Ba ta sé quay lai bat
clr giay phtt nao.”

Alabaster c6 suy nghi, nhung cau cam thay kiét sitc. Phan 16n cac cau
than chu da bién mat. Cac hang rao phong thd cia cau da bi pha huy.
“Chung ta phai ra khoi day.”

Claymore lac dau. “Trudc do viéc chay tron cling c6 ich gi cho cu dau
nao. Chung ta can c6 cach dé giai quyét ba ta. Ba ta néi sinh mang ctia minh
duwoc kéo dai nho vao chua ba ta...”

“Pat Me,” Alabaster hiéu ra. “Gaea. Thoi co dai ba ta da co 1at do cac vi
than mot 1an. Nhung viéc do gitp gi dugc cho ching ta?”

Claymore boc mot nam cat den va nhin né uon éo, co tai tao lai. “bat...”
ong ngam nghi. “Néu viéc dva Lamia quay vé lai Tartarus khong kha thi,
néu ba ta c song dai nhw dia, chang nhé khong c6 cach nao cam tu ba ta
trén mat dat ndy sao?”

Alabaster cau may. Ro6i cau chgt nhan ra mot diéu.

Cau tirng mong nguoi dan 6ng nay, thién tai nay, c6 mot cau tra 10i phitc
tap hon co. Alabaster trong chd rang néu minh ké cho Claymore nghe vé
Dia nguc va nhitng thit sé ha dwgc 1 quai vat, tri tué vi dai nhat thé ky co
thé cho cau biét cach két liéu Lamia vinh vién.

Nhung cau trd 10i vira r6i don gian hon thé nhiéu. Claymore chi khong
biét cach giai quyét van de.

Ho khong thé lam cho Lamia chét vinh vién. Nit than dat Gaea chi viéc
dwa ba ta quay vé thé gigi loai ngwoi hét 1an nay dén lan khac. Nhung néu
ho khong c6 dwa ba ta quay lai Tartarus thi sao? Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu mat
dat tr@ thanh nha giam ctia Lamia?

Alabaster nhin vao mat 6ng. “Ching ta phéi quay vao trong nha t6i! T6i
nghi minh biét cach ngan ba ta lai.”

“Cau c6 chac khéng?” Claymore héi. “Bang cach nao?”
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Alabaster lac dau. “Khéng con thoi gian dau! Chi can tim cudn séach trén
ban dau givong t6i. C6 duge no, ching ta cé thé ngan ba ta lai. Gio thi di
thai!”

Claymore gat dau, va ho chay vé phia ctra trudc.

Alabaster c6 sitc manh dé ngan ba ta ngay tt* dau ma lai khong hé hay
biét. Nhwng gid cau da co6 cau trd 10i. Va sé chang cé con quai vat nao trén
thé gian nay c6 thé ngan cau.

Claymore qua mét vi c chay tGi chay lui.

Anh ban tré Alabaster trong nhu thé c6 thé chay thém nhiéu dam nita bat
chap thanh kiém bon mwoi lam ky cau ta dang mang theo. Va Alabaster da
phai chong cy lai cac cudc tan cong cia Lamia sudt nhiéu tuan qua.

Claymore lai la chuyén khac. Sau khi 1an trdnh Lamia chi trong vai gio,
ong sap bat tinh. Cac con lai at la c6 sitc khde hon nguoi.

Alabaster lao vt qua phong khach. Cau liéc nhin ra sau, cudi toe toét va
ra hiéu cho Claymore chay nhanh hon. “N6 da & day tr trudc! Thanh than
0i, t6i wdc gi minh biét duwoc diéu do!”

Tiéng sam rén di dung bén ngoai, Claymore cau may. “Cau c6 thé noi
chuyén do sau, khi nao ching ta thang da. Hy vong vién dan phép thuat cta
cau that sy c6 hiéu qua.”

Alabaster gat dau. “T6i chac ma. Moi thye thé khong thé bi danh bai déu
c6 diém yéu. Xe tang thi la ndc, Achilles 1a got chan, va Lamia c6 cai nay.”

Nhin nét mat ctia Alabaster, Claymore suyt mim cwdi. Pdy la cau bé song
vO tw Iy ma dang I€é ra cau nén thé - chit khong phai mot chién binh con lai
dugc cho 1a sé chét ¢ do tudi hai muoi.

Cau c6 vé giong mot cau nhoc mudi sau tudi binh thwong véi mot cudc
doi day twoi dep phia trudec...

Biét dau sau khi Lamia chét, Alabaster c6 thé séng cudc doi ay. Co g,
mot lic nao dod, cac vi than sé dé cho cau duwgc séng nhu thé...

https://thuviensach.vn



Thé con Claymore sé lam gi? Toan b doi 6ng da cong hién cho viéc tim
kiém cau tra 10i vé cai chét, nhung hom qua 6ng da kham pha ra rang moi
thit minh tin twéng chi la doi trd. Hay ding hon, nhitng diéu ngd nhu sai lam
ma 6ng gat bo sudt cudc doi minh that ra déu la su that.

Claymore phai lam gi dé xoay chuyén tinh huéng hién tai day? Mot ngwoi
dan 6ng trung nién chang cé sitc manh dac biét c6 thé lam gi gay tac dong
dén thé gidi ctia cac vi than va Il quai vat?

Cudc doi trude kia cua 6ng dwong nhw vo nghia — cac thoi han cudi nop
ban thao, cac budi ky tang sach. Cudc doi dé da tan bién theo chiéc may tinh
xach tay trong quan Café Black. Liéu thé gidi m@i nay c6 cho cho mét con
ngwoi pham tran nhw 6ng khong?

Alabaster dan 6ng di 1én cau thang va vao mot phong ngt nhé. Cac birc
twong dugc bao pha bdi cung nhitng dau hiéu phép thuat mau xanh luc tirng
c6 trén 4o quan Alabaster. Tat ca chiing phat sang khi cau buwdc vao va cam
1én mot cuén sb ghi chép trén ban dau givong.

“Pay la mot cau than chd dang toc ky,” cau giai thich. “T6i chac no sé
hiéu qua. N6 phai thé!”

Cau bé quay sang phia Claymore, lic nay dang ding cho cau ¢ ca. Nu
cuwoi trén khuon mat Alabaster bién mat. Nét mat cau vo cung khiép so.

MGat phan gidy sau, Claymore hiéu dwgc 1y do tai sao. Nhitng méng vuot
lanh 1€o choc vao gay ong. Giong noéi cia Lamia khan khan bén tai ong.

“Nguoi chi can hé mot tir trong cau than chu dé, ta sé giét 6ng ta,” Lamia
de doa. “Bé cudn sach xudng, va co 1é ta sé tha chét cho 6ng ta.”

Claymore nhin cau nhéc that 1au, mong cho cau doc cau than chid, nhung
y hét mot tén ngoc, cau tha cudn sach xudng.

“Cau dang lam gi thé?” Claymore gam lén. “Doc cau than chd ngay!”

Alabaster van ditng yén nhu phong, nhw thé ca ngan nguoi dang chi muc
vao cdu vay. “To6i-t6i khong thé... Bata sé...”
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“DPung lo cho toi!” Claymore hét lén, con Lamia choc nhitng cai mong
sau hon vao c6 ong.

ROi ba ta thi tham bén tai 6ng: “Incantare: Templum Incendere.”
Cuon sach dwdi chan Alabaster boc chay.

“Cau dang lam gi thé, thang bé ngdc ngéch kia?” Claymore quat cau.
“Cau thong minh hon co ma, Alabaster! Néu khong doc cau than chu, cau
cling sé di doi luon day!”

Mot giot nwdc mét lan dai trén ma Alabaster. “Ong khong hiéu sao? T6i
khéng muon bét ctt ai phdi chét vi t6i nita. Chinh t6i da dwa cac anh chi em
cta minh dén cho chét!”

Claymore cau may. Cau nhéc khong nhin thdy cuon sach dang chay sao?

Lamia cuwdi khic khich khi bia sdch cudn lai roi héa ra tro. Cac trang khac
sé bat Itta ngay th6i. Chang con thdi gian dé thuyét phuc thang bé citng dau
nay. Claymore sé phai khuyén khich cau ta hanh dong.

“Alabaster... diéu gi sé xay ra khi ching ta roi bé thé gian nay?”

“Pirng néi thé!” Alabaster hét to. “Ong sé& khong sao dau!”

Nhung Claymore chi 14c dau. Ong 1a vat can duy nhat ngin Alabaster doc
cudn sach, vi vy con dudng 6ng phai chon di qué ro rang. Ong phai tiéu
diét tré ngai cudi cung trén 16i di cua Alabaster.

Dé bao thu cho Burly, dé cttu dita bé nay khéi cac vi than, 6ng biét minh
phai lam gi.

“Alabaster, lic trdc cau ting bao véi téi cac anh hung sé khong chét. Co
1é cdu ding, nhung t6i c6 thé néi cho cau hay mot diéu.” Claymore nhin vao
mat cau nhoc. “T6i khong phai la anh hung.”

Dut 10i, Claymore ngirta manh nguoi ra sau, de lén Lamia. Ca hai nga
nhao vao hanh lang. Claymore quay sang, c6 tim ldy con qudi vat, hy vong
sé tan dung duwgc cho Alabaster vai gidy, nhung ong thtra biét minh khong
thé gianh phan thang trong cudc chién nay.
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Tiéng hét khiép sg ctia Alabaster tir xa xa vong lai. R6i 6ng bi cuén di,
mang dén mot thé gidi khac. Ban tay lanh 160 ctia than chét trum 18y Howard
Claymore nhw mét nha tu bang bang.

Chang c6 ngwoi 1ai do nao chao don 6ng, tham chi mot chiéc thuyén cling
khong. Ong bi 16i qua dong nudc song Styx lanh thdu xuwong, bi dwa dén véi
nhitng hinh phat bat ky dang chd doi vi cudc doi ma 6ng da trdi qua truwéc
do.

Ong c6 thé c6 khing dinh minh 12 mdt ngwdi c6 tw twdng lanh manh, dang
gidng gidi diéu hay 1€ phdi cho moi ngudi, nhung ngay ca chinh 6ng cling
biét dieu d6 khong ding. Ong chéi bé du 1a ¥ niém nhé nhét vé cac vi than
va khinh thwong bat ci ai ton sung ho. Gio day, tat ca bon ho dang cuoi vao
mat 6ng — tuy nhién, néu cé diéu gi ma ong hoc dugc tir sau tiéng dong ho
qua, thi d6 la cac vi than nay chang hé hai hwdc chit nao.

Ltc bi 16i qua dong chay lanh nhw bang, 6ng chgt nghi dén méot chuyén.
Ti€c nhi, néu Alabaster khong phai la ké thu ctia cac vi than, néi khong
chirng Claymore con dugc xem nhw mot anh hung vi da ctu mang thang bé.

Nhung s6 phan da soan san ké hoach khac cho 6ng. Khi Claymore doéi
mat v&i sy phan quyét, 6ng van sé bi trirng phat vi da gitip d&@ mot ké phan
boi.

Diéu d6 mia mai thay, that ddy... Ong da chét khi lam viéc t6t, nhung 6ng
c6 thé bi cam tu vinh vién trong béng t6i. Pay la noi sg cia ong tir h6i con
bé, chét va bi thién dang ttr choi.

Puong nhién, ngay khi tr6i bong bénh qua lan nwdc lanh gia nay, nu cwoi
van rang ngoi trén gwong mat ong.

Viéc Alabaster khong di cung 6ng trong chuyén hanh trinh nay néi 1én
mot diéu: Lamia da khong giét cau. Khéng con con tin can trd, chac chan
Alabaster sé bung n6 va doc cau than chu danh bai Lamia.

Bdy nhiéu d6 cling da lam Claymore man nguyén, bat ké hinh phat nao
ma cac vi than quyét dinh danh cho 6ng.

Luc bay gio 6ng sé la ngudi chién thang, va vinh vién vé sau van thé.
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Nhwng, ngac nhién chwa, s6 phan da khong sap xép cho 6ng nhu thé.
Trong bong t6i trén dau Claymore, mét vang sang 10 m@ hién ra, moi lic
mot sang hon va &m 4p hon. M6t ban tay xuyén qua man dém vwon vé phia
ong — ban tay mot phu nit. La mot nguoi dan ong theo chua nghia 16-gich,
ong lam diéu hop ly nhat: Cam lay ban tay ay.

Khi mat da thich nghi v&i anh sang, 6ng nhan ra minh dang & trong nha
tho. Khong phai nha thg thanh lung linh trén thien dang, ma la mot noi xap
xé do nat. Ngoi nha tho day bui, ban thiu ma o6ng tirng nhin thay trong cac
gidc mo ctia minh. Va dang cau nguyén ¢ bé thd 1a mot phu ni¥ con tré mac
1é phuc — me cua Alabaster, nit than Hecate.

“T6i cho rang ba dang cho t6i néi 10i cdm on,” Claymore cat tiéng. “Vi da
cttu song t6i, chac thé.”

“Khong phai,” ni than Hecate nghiém nghi n6i. “Vi ta da khong cttu song
ong. Ong van chét.”

Theo ban nang, thwong thi Claymore sé cai lai, nhung 6ng khong lam thé.
Ciing chang can phai théng minh gi méi phat hién ra trai tim ban dang
khong dap. “Thé sao téi ¢ day? Sao ba mang t6i dén day?”

Ong tién vé phia bé thd va ngdi trén dong rac ké bén Hecate, nhung ba
khong nhin 6ng. Ba van nham mat va cau nguyén. Khuon mat ba trong
giong mot birc twong Hy Lap — lan da nhgt nhat, xinh dep va khong tudi.

“Ta di citu ching,” ba néi véi 6ng. “Ca hai dita con ta. Ong sé& ghét ta vi
diéu dé.”

Ca hai... Ba ay da cttu Lamia...

Claymore cho rang that khong khon ngoan khi hét vao mat mot nit than,
nhung 6ng khong nhin dugc. “Ba da bao Alabaster rang minh khong thé can
!”

thiép!” ong gang lai. “Thé ma sau khi t6i hy sinh dé gitp cau bé, ba da chen

ngang vao phit cudi cung va cttu con quai vat do sao?”

“Ta khong muon cé thém dita con nao phai chét,” nit than Hecate ndi.
“Giai phap cua Alabaster sé hitu hiéu. Nho vao sy hy sinh vi tha ctia 6ng, n6
da co6 thoi gian 1ay lai cuon sach va tim thdy cau than cha. Bé la mot cau
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than cha rang budc — phan ddo cia mot cau than chia dwgc viét ra dé chita
lanh va b6 sung sttc manh cho mét co thé song. Néu thang bé dung né vaGi
Lamia, con bé sé tréd thanh mdt dong cat den. Du khong chét nhwng Lamia
cling khong tai tao lai dwgc ma sé song trong hinh dang d6 mai mai. Ta da
cho ngirng sy viéc dé lai trede khi né c6 thé xdy ra.”

Claymore chdp mat. Giai phap ctia cau bé han la déu thong minh va don
gian. Ong thdy kham phuc Alabaster hon bao gi® hét.

“Sao ba khong dé cau bé lam vay?” Claymore hoi. “Lamia la mot ké giét
nguoi. Chang phai ba ta dang nhan sy trirng phat ctia Alabaster sao?”

Nt than Hecate im 1ang mot lic. Ba chi siét chat hai tay minh hon.

Sau khoadng thoi gian lang thinh dwong nhw bat tdn, ba khé néi:
“Alabaster thich 6ng. Ta da thay la 6ng khién n6 vui vé thé nao. Chac la do
ong goi cho hai ching t6i nhd dén cha thang bé.” Ba mim cuwdi nhan nhat.
“Alabaster 1a mot dira bé luon tim cach dé me minh tw hao, du doéi khi no té
ra hdp tap... Nhuwng Lamia cling c6 mot qua khit dang thwong. N6 da khong
yéu cau gi cho s6 ménh ctia minh. Ta mu6n nhin thay con bé hanh phic nhw
Alabaster.”

“Ba mang t0i dén day chi dé ndi vdi toi diéu nay?” Claymore nhwén mot
bén may, hoi. “Dé noi cho t6i biét tat ca nhitng nd luwc cha t6i déu vo ich
sao?”

“Khong phai thé dau, Tién si. Vi ta dinh nho 6ng cham séc Alabaster.”

Ong t6 mo nhin ba. “Va bing cach nao t6i lam dwgc diéu d6 néu toi da
chét?”

“La mot nit than, nhiém vu chinh cua ta la duy tri Man Swong Mu, duong
bién phép thuat giita dinh Olympus va pham tran. Ta gii cho hai thé gigi dé
tach biét. Khi con ngudi thoang trong thdy thit gi do an chita phép thuat, ta
sé duwa ra nhitng thay thé thich hgp ma ho tin vao. Alabaster ciing diéu khién
dwgc Man Swong Mu. Ta tin chac né da cho 6ng thay qua vai sang tao cua
né — cac biéu twgng cé thé bién thanh cac vat thé mang hinh thu nhat dinh.”
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“Nguoi Swong Mu.” Claymore nhé lai ngwoi cha gia va thanh kiém bang
vang. “Dung thé, Alabaster da biéu dién cho t6i thay.”

Nét mat nit than Hecate tr@ nén nghiém tic hon. “Hién nay céac ranh gigi
gitta s s6ng va cai chét dang suy yéu dan, nho vao nit than Gaea day. D6 la
cach ba ta dwa cac tén tay sai tan ac tir dia nguc quay tré lai nhanh dén theé,
khién chuing tai tao gan nhw ngay lap titc. Nhung ta cé thé 1gi dung diém yéu
do6 1am 1gi thé. Ta sé trd linh hon 6ng vé lai tran gian trong co thé mot Nguoi
Swong Mu. Viéc dé sé lay di kha nhiéu sitc manh cta ta, nhwng ta c6 thé
mang lai cho 6ng mé6t sinh ménh méi. Alabaster luon citng dau va thiéu kién
nhan, nhwng néu c6 6ng & bén canh, 6ng c6 thé hwéng dan cho né.”

Claymore cham chu nhin n than. Séng lai trong hinh dang Nguwoi Swong
Mu v... 6ng phai thira nhan rang diéu dé nghe t6t hon nhiéu so véi viéc chiu
su tri'ng phat mai mai. “Néu uy quyén dén vay, sao ba khong tach Lamia va
Alabaster ra ngay tir dau? Cai chét cta t6i la khong can thiét sao?”

“Khong may, Tién si a, cai chét ctia 6ng la v6 cung can thiét,” nit than
Hecate n6i. “Phép thuat khong thé tao ra thi gi dé tiv hw khéng, ma phai tw
mot vat that sy ton tai. M6t sw hy sinh cao quy cho chiing ta sitc manh phép
thuat day uy lyc. Ta da tdn dung sitc manh dé dé tach rdi cac con cua ta.
Thyc ra ma néi, cai chét cia 6ng cho phép ta cttu ca hai ditra. Va c6 1é quan
trong hon hét 1a, Alabaster da hoc duwgc diéu gi do tir sw hy sinh ctia 6ng. Ta
cho rang ca ong ciling thé.”

Claymore nhin lai cau tra treo. Ong ching cam kich chit nao khi cai chét
cua minh dvgc dung nhw la mot bai hoc.

“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu sy viéc nay lap lai?” Claymore héi. “Liéu Lamia
c6 ti€p tuc san duoi con trai ba khong?”

“Trong twong lai gan thi khong,” Hecate néi. “Gid Alabaster da c6 mot
cau than chd that manh dé danh bai con bé. N6 sé khong ngu ngoc di tan
cong thang bé dau.”

“Nhung roi thi ba ta sé tim dwgc cach chéng lai cau than cha dé,”
Claymore doan.
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N{it than Hecate thd dai. “Viéc do6 c6 thé lam. Nhitng dita con cta ta luén
doi dich v6i nhau. Pita manh nhat sé lanh dao dam con lai. Alabaster da vé
phe Kronos va dan dat anh chi em minh ra tran. N6 ty trach minh vé cai chét
cta ching. Gio Lamia da tinh giac dé thach thitc quyén luc cia né, hy vong
cac dita con cta nit than phép thudt sé di theo con bé dudi cd cia Gaea. N6i
di cling phai néi lai. Céac vi than khac khong bao gid tin cac con ta, nhung
cudc noi loan ctia Gaea sé chi lam d6 mau thém thoi. Alabaster phai tim
kiém cau tra 10i khac — mot sy théa thuan méi nao d6 mang lai an binh cho
cac con caa ta.”

Claymore ngan ngtt. “Va néu ho khéng muén séng an binh thi sao?”

“Ta khong ding vé bén nao ca,” ba néi, “nhung ta hy vong 6ng sé ¢ do dé
huwéng dan thang bé, Alabaster sé ti* minh dwa ra mot quyét dinh ding dan,
quyét dinh dé gia dinh ta c6 thé song an binh.”

Mot 1y do dé song, Claymore nghi. Cach danh cho mot nguwdi pham
khong c6 sttc manh dac biét tdc dong dén thé gidi cua cac vi than va quai
vat.

Claymore mim cuwdi. “Nghe nhw mot thach thite. Pugc, to6i chap nhan. Va
du chi l1a mot Nguwoi Swong Mu, chac chan t6i cling sé giup cau bé thanh
cong.”

Ong ditng day, chuén bi buéc vé phia cac canh cta ctia nha thd, nhung roi
ong ngung lai.

Cho du da chét, cau tra 10i ma Claymore tim kiém dang & ngay trudc mat
ong.

“T6i c6 mdt thic mdc mudn héi ba, nit than Hecate.” Ong ra vé sic sdo, y
hét nhw Alabaster da lam triréc mat cac thinh gia trong buoi dién thuyét ctia
ong. “Néu ban than ba da la mé6t nit than, vay ba dang cau nguyén vdi ai
thé?”

Nit than ngirng viéc cau nguyén trong gidy lat, quay sang phia o6ng, doi
mat mau xanh luc sang ric md ra. R6i, nhw thé cau trd 16i da ré rang, ba
mim cuwoi va noi, “Ta hy vong ong sé tim ra.”
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Alabaster thitc day trén mot canh dong. Tat cd cac dau hiéu phép thuat
trén 4o quan cu da vo tan, 4o vest chong dan toi td dén noi khong con st
dung dugc.

Thé nhung, diéu ngac nhién la cdu cam thay on.

Cau nam trén bai co6 trong mot phtt, c6 doan xem day la noi nao. Cac ky
rc cudi cung cua cau la Claymore dam sam vao nguwdi con quai vat, mong
vuot cia Lamia dam xuyén qua c6 tién si, cuén sé ghi chép boc chay, cau
than chu... Cau da san sang doc cau than chu, va réi... cau thitc day & noi
nay.

Cau tho tay vao tdi quan va 16i ra cac tam thiép Nguoi Swong Mu; tat ca
cac hinh khac trén d6 déu nhoe den thui — da mat hét sttc manh, cung vdi
toan bo phép thuat cua cau.

Thé r6i c6 bong nguwdi xuat hién phua 1ay cau, che di anh nang. Mot ban
tay chia xudng gitp cau dirng lén.

“Claymore?” Tinh than Alabaster phan chan tré lai. “Chuyén gi da xay
ra? T6i c twéng... Ong dang lam gi & day thé?”

Claymore mim cuwdi vGi Alabaster, nu cudi sé n@ mai trén moi trong suodt
cudc doi ong. “bi thoi,” ong noi. “Toi nghi hai chung ta c6 vai nghién ctru
can lam day.”
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