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Danh tang Judy, Fred va Dax

T6i khong tan thanh diéu anh néi, nhwng t6i quyét hy sinh dé bao vé
quyén dugc noéi lén diéu dé cta anh.

— Evelyn Beatrice Hall, Nhitng Ngudi Ban Cua Voltaire, 1906
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Anh chép dy 1am anh bat an.

Mot tia sang, trang hodc vang nhat, & dang xa.

Tt nwdc chang? Tw mii dat bang qua cai vinh ngoc lam yén binh ay
chang?

Nhung tai noi day, khong thé cé nguy hiém. Noi day, anh dang & trong
mot khu nghi duong xinh dep va biét 1ap. Noi day, anh thoat khoi cai nhin
soi moi cua gidi truyén thong va tam ngam cta ké thu.

Roberto Moreno nhiu mat nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, m@i gan tit tudn ma mat
anh da kém. Anh ddy gong kinh 1én s6ng miii r6i lwét mat qua khung canh
tuyét mi - khu viedn ngoai cira s6 cua day phong, bo cat hep trang xba, bién
mau xanh ngoc dang vo nhip. Xinh dep, biét 1ap... va nghiém mat. Khong
tau bé nao bap bénh trong tam mat. Va gid sit c6 mot ké thu nao d6 cam
sung treong biét anh dang ¢ day roi 1én lut bang qua khu nha may cong
nghiép trén mdi dat cach cho anh tdn mot cay s6 rwdi bén kia bién, thi
khodng cach va sy 6 nhiém dén mit md tam nhin ciing sé vo hiéu héa phat
sung.

Khéng con anh chép, cling chang con tia sang.

May dang dugc an toan. Di nhién la vay.

Song Moreno van than trong. Nhw Martin Luther King, nhw Gandhi, anh
ludén trong tinh canh nguy hiém. Pay la 16i s6ng cua anh. Anh khong sg
chét. Nhung anh sg chét trede khi xong viéc. Va ¢ do tudi tré trung nay,
anh van con nhiéu viéc phai lam. Chang han, sy kién ma anh vira t6 chitc
xong cach day khodng mot tiéng - mot sy kién trong dai, nhat dinh sé thu
hiat sy chid y cia nhiéu ngudi - chi 1a mot trong s6 ca chuc ké hoach duwgc
l1én cho nam sau. Va xa hon nita, mot twong lai du dat dang chuc cho.
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Van mo6t bo com 1é vang nau nhat kin dado, so mi trang va ca vat mau
xanh hoang gia - dam chat Caribé - nguwdi dan 6ng phuwong phi rét day hai
tach tir binh ca phé ma nhan vién phuc vu phong vira giao roi trd lai cho di
vang. Anh trao mot tach cho ong phong vién, lic nay dang sita soan may
ghi am.

“Senor!1l de 1a Rua. Ong dung it sita nhé? Hay duong?”

“Khong, cdm on anh.”

Ho dang tro chuyén bang tiéng Tday Ban Nha, thit tiéfng ma Moreno rat
thanh thao. Anh ghét tiéng Anh va chi st dung thi tiéng nay khi can thiét.
Anh chuva bao gio hoan toan trut bé chat giong New Jersey khi néi bang
tiéng me dé cta minh, “her” nghe nhw “hehr”, “mirror” nghe nhw “mirrah”,
“gone” nghe nhw “gun”. Hé nghe chinh giong diéu ctia minh la anh lai nh&
vé nhitng ngay dau & My - b6 anh danh nhiéu gi¢ dang dac lam viéc trong
tinh tdo, con me anh lai dam chim nhiéu gio dang dac trong hoi men.
Nhitng khung canh dm dam, nhitng ké bat nat tir mot triedng trung hoc gan
d6. Roi sw citu roi xudt hién: Gia dinh anh don téi mot noi t té€ hon han
South Hills, m6t noi ma ngay ca 10i an tiéng ndéi cling mém moéng va tao
nha hon.

Ong nha béo néi, “Cit goi t6i 1a Eduardo dwgc roi.”

“Con toi la Roberto.”

Tén anh that ra la “Robert” nhung cdi tén dy sac mui luat sw phé Wall,
mui chinh trj gia Washington va mui cta 1i twéng ta noi chién treong luén
gieo trén dat khach nhitng céi xac ctia dan ban dia nhw mé hat giong ré tién.
Thé mdi cé cai tén Roberto.

“Ong song tai Argentina,” Moreno néi v6i 6ng nha bdo, mot ngwdi dan
ong nhé nhan, dau dang hoi dan, mac mot chiéc so mi mau lam khéng ca
vat cung mot bo com 1é den da son chi. “Thanh phé Buenos Aires phai
khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Ong c6 biét gi vé tén goi ctia thanh phé d6 khong?”

De la Rua néi khong. Ong ching phéi ngudi ban dia.
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“Nghia ctia n6 di nhién la ‘khéng khi trong lanh’ r6i,” Moreno n6i. Anh
doc rét nhiéu - vai cuén sach moi tuan, phan 16n thudc thé loai lich st va
van hoc My Latin. “Nhung ‘khong khi’ ¢ day la ¢ ddo Sardinia cua nuwdc
Y, khong phéi & Argentina. Pugc dit theo tén mot khu dinh cw trén dinh
mot ngon doi tai Cagliari. Khu nay nam bén trén, dé xem nao, da thi mui
hang nong cua thanh phd c6 bén dudi nén dugce dat tén la Buen Ayre. Nha
tham hiém ngwoi Tay Ban Nha da phat hién roi dat tén Buenos Aires theo
khu dinh cuw nay. Di nhién dé la khu dinh cu dau tién ctia thanh phd. Chiing
bi ngudi dia phwong quét sach vi dan ban dia khong thich bi ngudi chau Au
béc 16t.”

De la Rua néi, “Ngay ca cac giai thoai anh ké ciing c6 hoi hwéng chong
thue dan thay r6.”

Moreno cudi. Nhung sy khéi hai bién mat va anh lai nhin nhanh ra ngoai
ctta so.

Cai tia sang chét tiét ay. Nhung anh van khong thdy gi ngoai cay coi
trong viron va mii dat mu swong cach day mét cay so rudi. Khach san nay
nam trén phan bd bién tdy nam gan nhw hoang vang ctia New Providence,
hon ddo tai quoc gia Bahamas noi thi do Nassau toa lac. Khuon vién dugc
rao va canh phong. Khu vuon dwgc danh rieng cho day phong nay va dugc
bao vé bang mdt hang rao cao ¢ phia bac va phia nam, véi bai bién & phia
tay.

Khong c6 ai dang kia. Khong thé cé ai dang kia. Mot con chim chang?
MGt chiéc 14 rung rinh.

Simon da kiém tra khuon vién cach day khong lau. Moreno liéc nhin cau
ta, mot ngwoi Brazil to con, it noi, da ngam den, mac mot bo com 1€ dep -
vé si ciia Moreno an mdc dep hon anh ma khong diém dua. Simon, ngoai ba
muoi, trong nguy hiém ding nhw ky vong va mong mudn ctia ngudi doi doi
vdi cai nghé nay, mac du cau ta chang phéi dan anh chi. Cau ta tirng lam si
quan trong quan doi, trude khi trd vé lam thuwdng dan trong vai tro chuyén
gia an ninh.

Cau ta ciling rat thao nghé. Pau Simon xoay di, cau ta da dé y thay cai
nhin tran tréi cta 6ng cha nén 1ap tirc bwdc dén cho cira s6, mat nhin ra
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ngoai.

“Mot anh chdp thoi ma,” Moreno giai thich.

Nguoi vé si dé xudt déng manh lai.

“Chac khong can dau.”

Moreno da quyét rang Eduardo de la Rua, sau khi bé tién tii dap chuyén
bay hang phé théng dén day ti thanh phd ctia khong khi trong lanh, xttng
dang dugc chiém ngudng khung canh tuyét my nay. Ong dy khong c6 nhiéu
co hdi trdi nghiém sy phon hoa, vi ban than la mot phong vién nang né
duwgc tiéng ludén twong thuat sy that thay vi viét nhitng bai tang boc nhan
vién cao cap doanh nghiép va chinh tri gia. Moreno ciing quyét dinh thét
dai nguwoi dan 6ng nay mot bita trira thinh soan ra tro tai nha hang cao cap
cuaa khach san South Cove.

Simon nhin cham cham ra ngoai mot lan nita, trd lai ghé réi cam 1én mot
cudn tap chi.

De la Rua nhan mdy ghi am. “Bay gid toi xin phép nhé?”

“Xin ty nhién.” Moreno don toan bo sw chi y vao 6ng nha bao.

“Anh Moreno, Phong trao Trao quyén Dia phuong cuia anh vira m@ van
phong & Argentina, la van phong duy nhat tai nwéc nay. Anh cé thé cho biét
minh da thai nghén y twéng nay nhu thé nao khong? Va nhém ctia anh lam
gi?”

Moreno da thuyét giang bai nay ca chuc lan. Noi dung thay doi tuy theo
nha bao hodc khan gia cu thé, song muc dich c6t 16i ctia né rat don gian:
khuyén khich dan ban dia cu tuyét chinh phtt My cung sitc anh hwéng cia
doanh nghiép My bang cach tw cung tw cdp, nhat la thong qua tin dung vi
mo, nong nghiép vi mo va kinh doanh vi mo.

Anh trd 10i, “Chung t6i khang lai sy phat trién cia doanh nghiép My.
Cling nhu cac chuwong trinh vién trg va chwong trinh xa hoi cua chinh phua
My¥, ma suy cho cung, muc dich ciing chi la khién ching t6i nghién ngap
cac chuan myc cta ho. Ching t6i khong dugc xem la con nguwdi, ching t6i
bi xem 1a ngudn nhan cong ré mat va thi truong cho hang héa My. Ong c6
thdy cai vong luan quan dé chwa? Dan cda ching t6i bi boc 16t trong nha

https://thuviensach.vn



may cuia nguwoi My roi sau dé bi du déo mua san pham tir chinh cac cong ty
de.”

Ong nha béo néi, “T6i di viét nhiéu vé mang dau tv kinh doanh &
Argentina va cac nwdc Nam MY khac. Va t6i dugce biét phong trao ctia anh
cling c6 nhitng khodn dau tw twong ty. Nguwoi ta cé thé 1y luan la anh cyc
lyc phan doi chu nghia tw ban song cling tan dong no.”

Moreno vudt mai téc hoi dai, den va bac tredc tudi. “Khdéng phai, ti cuc
lyc phéan doi viéc 4p dung sai chti nghia tw ban - cu thé la viéc nguwoi My ap
dung sai cha nghia tv ban. Téi 1ay viéc kinh doanh lam vii khi. Chi cé ké
ngoc méi dwa vao mot minh hé tw twéng dé tao ra thay doi. Tw twdng la
banh lai. Tién la chan vit.”

Ong nha bdo mim cudi. “Tdi sé& 14y doan day lam phan dan nhap. Tai
duwgc biét mot s6 ngwoi goi anh la nha cach mang.”

“Ha, toi chi l1a mot ké to moém, thé thoi!” Nu cuwoi phai dan. “Nhung nhé
ky 10i t0i di, trong khi thé gidi dang tap trung vao Trung Dong, thi moi
nguwoi da bé sot mat sy ra doi cia mot lyc lwgng hung manh hon han: My
Latin. T6i chinh la ngudi dai dién cho viung dat ay. Trat tw méi. Chung t6i
khong thé dé ngudi khac phdt 10 minh niva.”

Roberto Moreno ditng day buéc dén cira so.

Doi 1én trong khu vuon la mot cay go doc, cao khodng muwai hai mét.
Anh tro tai day phong nay thuwong xuyén va rat thich cai cay. That ra, anh
da ndy sinh tinh dong chi véi n6. Go doc la loai cay dang gom, kién gan va
dep mot cach moc mac. N6 con rat doc, nhu cai tén goi td. Phan hoa hoac
khoi toa ra sau khi dot go va 1a cay co thé 1én vao phoi, gay dau rat tot do.
Dau vay, loai cdy nay nudi dudng loai buém phwgng Bahamas xinh dep,
con loai b6 cau mao trang lai song nho vao qua cay.

Minh ciling giong cai cdy nay, Moreno nghi. Mot bitc anh dep cho bai
bao chang. Minh sé dé cap chi tiét nay nita...

Lai tia sang ay.

Trong tich tac: Mot chuyén dong lap 1oe danh dong dam 14 thwa thét ctaa
cdi cay, roi cai ctra s6 cao tredc mat anh no tung. Thay tinh bién thanh hang
triéu tinh thé tuyét ao at, Itta bung tré trong nguc anh.
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Moreno bong thdy minh nam trén chiéc di vang ma trudc dé nam sau
lvng anh hon mét rudi.

Nhung... nhung chuyén gi vira xay ra ¢ day? Cai gi thé nay? Minh dang
ngat, minh dang ngat. Minh khong tha dugec.

Anh nhin tran tran céi cay, gio day n6 ro hon, ré6 hon han, khi khong con
tam kinh ctta s6 & d6. Canh cdy dung dwa trong con gié bién ngot lim. La
cay hét phong lai xep. Céi cay dang thd hd anh. Béi 1€ anh khong tha dugrc,
khi ngyc anh dang chdy ruc. Khi con dau van con do.

Tiéng thét, tiéng la 6 cau cttu quanh anh.

Mau, mau khap noi.

Mat troi dang lan, bau troi téi dan. Nhung chang phai dang bubi sang
sao? Moreno thay hinh anh vg minh, ciu con trai va c6 con gai dang tuoi
m&i 16n. Nhitng suy nghi ctia anh tan bién dén khi anh chi nhan thiéc dugc
mot thit duy nhat: cai cay.

Vwra doc vira hung diing, vira doc vira hung diing.

Ngon Itra bén trong anh dang yéu dan, tan bién dan. Sy nhe nhom dam
1é.

Bong t6i dang tham lai.
Cay go doc.

Go doc...

boc..
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Thir Hai, 15 Thang 5
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“Ong 4y di r6i hay chwa?” Lincoln Rhyme héi, chdng budn kim lai sy
bue doc.

“Co6 chuyén gi day & bénh vién,” giong Thom néi vdi vao tir 16i hanh
lang hodc nha bép hodc chd nao dé. “Ong dy dén mudn. Khi ndo ranh 6ng
dy goi.”

“‘Co chuyén gi ddy’. Cha, cu thé that. ‘Cé chuyén gi day & bénh vién’!”

“Thi 6ng ay bdo t6i nhw vay ma.”

“Ong dy 1a bac si. Ong ay nén néi chinh xac chit. Va ciing nén diing gio
nita.”

“Ong dy 1a bac si,” Thom dap, “nén ludn c6 ca cap cttu phai x 1y.”

“Nhung 6ng dy c6 néi ‘ca cap citu’ dau. Ong ay chi néi ‘cé chuyén’.
Cudc phau thuat nay dugc Ién lich vao ngay 26 thang 5 roi. Toi khong
muon hoan lai. Ngay day du sao cling quéa xa r6i. T6i chang hiéu tai sao
ong dy khong lam sém hon dwgc.”

Rhyme diéu khién chiéc xe lan Storm Arrow mau dé cia minh dén mot
man hinh vi tinh. Anh d6 xe canh chiéc ghé may ma Amelia Sachs, mac
chiéc quan jean va &o sat nach den, dang ng6i. Mat day chuyén vang dinh
mot vién kim cwong va mot hat ngoc trai dung dwa tr sgi day chuyén mong
quanh c6 c6. Troi con sém, nang xuan xuyén qua nhitng 6 ctta so tric dién
hwéng dong, phan chiéu anh sang quyén rii tir mai téc dé bui cao dwgc cudn
1én can than bang kep thiéc cta c6. Rhyme chuyén sy chd y tré lai man
hinh, lwét qua bao cdo hién tredng vé mot an mang anh vira gitp S& canh
sat New York pha xong.

“Sap xong,” c0 noi.
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Ho ngoi trong phong khach can biét thy cta anh tai khu pho Tay Central
Park tai Manhattan. Cai noi xua kia co 16 ting la can phong hiu quanh, tinh
ling danh cho khach khita va nhitng tay ve gai vao thdi Trum Tweed!?! nay
la m6t phong giam dinh hién trwong vu an chin chu. Phong day ap trang
thiét bi gidam dinh chitng ci¥, may vi tinh va day nhg, day nho chang chit
khap noi, khién viéc di chuyén xe lan ctia Rhyme lic nao cling map mo,
mot cam quan ma anh chi cdm nhan duwoc tir phan vai trd 1én.

“Ong bac si dén mudn,” Rhyme lau bau véi Sachs. Khong can thiét vi co
chi & cach anh c6 ba mét ltic anh néi chuyén v6i Thom. Nhung anh van con
buc va cam thdy d& hon néu duge can nhan thém chit dinh. Anh can than
dwa canh tay phai dén ban ré cam tng & phia trueéc réi cuon xem nhitng
doan cud6i cung ctia ban bao cao. “Tot.”

“Em gui nhé?”

Anh gt dau r6i c6 nhan mot phim. Toan bd sdu muoi lam trang bao cdo
dwge ma héa khéi hanh vao khong gian do dén cai dich cach dé gan muwoi
cdy s0: co s& phan tich hién trvong ctia S& canh sat New York tai Queens,
noi ban bao cao sé trd thanh noi dung tru c6t cho vu an New York khdi t6
Williams.

“Xong.”

Xong... nhung con phai cho 16i khai treGe toa vao phién xtr tay trum ma
tiy nay, ké da phai bon dan em mudi hai, mwdi ba tudi xuéng dwong pho
khu Béng New York va Harlem dé giét thué cho ga. Kho khan lam Rhyme
va Sachs mdi dinh vi va phan tich dwgc nhiéu mau li ti cac chitng o dau
vét va chitng ct dau han dan dat ho di tir chiéc giay cua thang 16i con dén
tang lau ctia mot ctra hiéu mat tién tai Manhattan, dén tdm tham cia mot
chiéc xe con Lexus r6i dén mot nha hang tai Brooklyn va cudi cung dén
can nha caa chinh tén Tye Williams.

Tay dai ca giang ho nay treéc d6 khong co6 mat ldc nhan chitng bi giét,
khong cham vao sting, ciing khong c6 ho so cho thdy ga ra 1énh khit ngwoi,
con tay sung non choet no lai qua kinh s¢ khong dam cho 16i khai chong lai
gd. Song nhitng rao can nay trong qua trinh truy t6 khong quan trong,
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Rhyme va Sachs da giang mot sgi chi chitng ct cang dai twr hién truong vu
an tGi thang 6 cua Williams.

Ga sé di tu mot gong.

Sachs nam lai ban tay minh trén canh tay trai cia Rhyme, canh tay hién
bi cot vao xe lan, bat dong. Nhin nhitng dwong gan md bén dwdi lan da
xanh xao cta c6, anh biét c6 dang siét chat tay. Ngwoi phu nit cao rdo dirng
day dubi ngudoi. Ho da lam viéc sudt tir sang sém dé hoan thanh ban béao
cao. Co thure day luc 5 gio. Anh, mudn hon mot chut.

Rhyme dé y thdy c6 nhan mat khi c6 bwdc dén cho ban noi dat tach ca
phé ctia minh. Chitng viém khép & hong va dau goi c6 gan day trd nang.
Tinh trang ton thwong tiy song cia Rhyme, khién anh tré thanh ké liét t@
chi, bi xem la rat tram trong. Song n6 chwa hé lam anh dau dén mdt phut
giay nao.

Co thé cua tat ca chung ta, bat ké 1a ai, déu it nhiéu phu long ta, anh suy
ngam. Ké ca nhitng ai hién dang khée manh va it nhiéu man nguyén ciling
thay phién long truedc nhitng bat trac. Anh thwong x6t cadc van dong vién,
nhitng con nguwdi mi miéu, nhitng con ngwoi tré trung hién dang lwong
trwde thoi khac suy tan trong au lo.

Song, tr@ tréu thay, diéu ngugc lai lai ding d6i vGi Lincoln Rhyme. T
day dia nguc cta thwong ton, anh da hoi phuc, nhd vao cac phuwong phap
phau thuat tiy séng mdi cung thai do quyét liét ctia anh d6i véi thé duc va
cac quy trinh phau thuat thi diém day rti ro.

Nghi téi day, anh bong nhé lai minh dang birc doc vi 6ng bac si dd mudn
cudc hen danh gia sirc khée cuia ngay hom nay dé chuan bi cho cudc phau
thuat sap téi.

Tiéng chudng ctra vang 1én kinh-coong.

“Pé toi mad ctra,” Thom goi véi ra.

Can biét thy pho nay di nhién duwgc sira sang cho hgp véi ngwoi khuyét
tat, Rhyme nhé ra cé thé dung may tinh dé xem va néi chuyén vGi ngudoi
dang & trudc ctra roi méi cho ho vao. Hodc khong cho vao. (Anh khong
thich nhitng ké ghé qua dot xuat va thwong dudi ho di - d6i khi dudi so sang
- néu Thom khong hanh dong nhanh).

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ai vay? Kiém tra trwdc da.”

Nguoi nay khong thé 1a bac si Barrington, vi 6ng ay sé goi dién ngay khi
gidi quyét xong “chuyén gi day” khién 6ng dén mudén. Rhyme khéng c6
tam trang tiép khach khac. Song ngudi diéu dudng cia anh c6 kiém tra
trwdc hay khong duong nhu cling khong quan trong. Lon Sellitto xuat hién
trong phong khach.

“Linc, anh c6 nha day nay.”

Tat nhién la ¢ nha r6i.

Vi tham t& béo lun di thang dén khay chita ca phé va banh ngot.

“Ong muon an banh twoi khong?” Thom héi. Cau ho 1y manh khanh van
mot chiéc so mi trang tinh twom, ca vat in hoa mau lam va quan dai sam.
Ho6m nay c6 khuy mang sét, bang g6 mun hoac ma nao.

“Keé di, cAm on Thom. Chao Amelia.”

“Chao Lon. Rachel khoe khong?”

“Khoe. Gan day co ay tap Pilates. Céi tén nghe ky khoi. Mon thé duc gi
ddy.” Sellitto van mot bo com 1& ndu nhau nhi dac trung va mot chiéc so mi
xanh lo cling nhau nhi ddc trung. Anh ta dién mot cai ca vat c6 soc do
tham, thang thém nhw miéng goé bao, von chang phai phong cach anh ta.
Mot mén qua mdi nhan, Rhyme suy luan. Tt ¢6 ban gai Rachel chang? Bay
gio la thang nam - chang co6 1€ lat gi. Chac la qua sinh nhat. Rhyme khong
biét ngay sinh nhat ctia Sellitto. Ma that ra anh ciling chang biét dugc hau
hét ngay sinh nhat ctia nguwoi khac.

Sellitto nhap ca phé r6i nhdm mot chiéc banh ngot Pan Mach, can chi
hai miéng. Anh ta mu6n doi van an kiéng.

Rhyme va vi tham t nay lam chung véi nhau nhiéu nam truéc, la cong
st cua nhau, va chinh Lon Sellitto la nguwdi cha yéu hoi thic Rhyme cong
tac trd lai sau vu tai nan, khong phai bang cach chiéu chuéng, dé6 danh ma
bang cach ép budc anh nhdc mong 1én ma di pha an trg tiép. (Chinh xac
hon, trong truong hgp cia Rhyme, phai noi la ép anh yén vi ma cong tac
trd lai). Qua khit gitta hai nguwoi 1a thé, nhung Sellitto chang bao gio dén
day chi dé tham héi. Vi tham t& hang nhat nay dwgc phan céng vao T6
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Trong an, lam viéc tai Pai Cao 6c - 1 Police Plaza!®! - va anh ta thuwong lam
tham t¥ chi dao trong cac vu an ma Rhyme dwgc thué lam c6 van. Sy xuat
hién ctia anh ta vao lic nay la mot diém béo.

“Nay.” Rhyme nhin so qua anh ta. “Anh c6 gi hay ho cho toi ha, Lon?
MGt vu an cuén hiat chang? Ly ky chang?”

Sellitto hét nhap lai gam. “T6i chi biét la minh vira nhan dién thoai cta
cap trén héi anh c6 ranh khong. T6i bdo ho anh dang lam nét vu Willams.
Ro6i ho béo toi dén day gap, gap mot ngudi. Ho dang trén duong dén.”

““Mot ngwoi’? ‘Ho’?” Rhyme hoi mot cach chua chét. “Cu thé cha thua
gi ‘chuyén gi day’ dang cam chan bac si cta t6i. Dé lay nhiém that. Nhw
dich cim vay.”

“Nay, Linc. T6i chi biét nhiéu do thoi.”

Rhyme ném mot cai nhin nhan nhé vé phia Sachs. “T6i dé y thay chang
ai goi cho toi vé chuyén nay ca. Co ai goi cho em khong, Sachs?”

“Chang c6 ldy mot cudc.”

Sellitto néi, “O, day la vi cai 1y do kia.”

“Ly do kia nao?”

“Bat ky chuyén gi dang xdy ra ciing la bi mat. Va phai dugc gitt bi mat.”

Vay chuyén nay it ra cling ly ky hon dwgc mot chiat, Rhyme nhan dinh.
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Rhyme dang ngudc lén nhin hai vi khach, khac nhau mot tréi mot vuc,
dang budc vao phong khach nha anh.

Pau tién la m6t ngwoi dan 6ng ¢ do tudi ngli tuan, phong thai quan doi,
van mot bo com 1€ may san - dé dang nhan ra tir hai vai 4o - mau xanh hai
quan, sim gan nhv den. Ong ta c6 modt gwong mét nhin nhui, ma xé, da rim
nang, téc tai gon gang, phong cach linh thiy danh bo. Nhat dinh la quan
16n, Rhyme nghi.

Nguoi kia 1a mét phu nit trac ngoai ba muoi. Co ta c6 voc dang gan nhw
la bé bé, mac du van chwa qua can, chwa thoi. Méi téc vang, thiéu 6ng a
uon kiéu phong don ngugc 16i thoi, xit keo citng ngac, Rhyme dé y niwdc da
nhgt nhat cia c6 ta bat nguon tr 16p mat na trang diém t6ng mau da dugc
b6i & hé. Anh khong thdy mun hay cho r6 nao khac nén cho rang 16p kem
day com nay la mot sé thich thoi trang cta riéng c6 ta. Khong cé 16p phan
phu hay vién ké nao quanh do6i mat den twa hong sing, cang lam noi bat
hon do6i mat gitta gwong mat c6 tong mau kem. Cdp moi méng clia co ta
cling kém sac va kho. Rhyme danh gia day khong phai la khuén miéng
thuong xuyén nd nu cuoi.

Co ta c6 théi quen chon mot vat dé nhin vao - trang thiét bi trong phong,
ctra s0, Rhyme - r6i tap trung anh nhin sac lem vao nd, mai gitia né dén tan
16p nghia bén trong hodc gat n6 ra ngoai 1é. BO com Ié c6 ta mac mau xam
sam, cling khong dat tién va ca ba ctic nhya déu cai kin. Nhitng chiéc cic
sam nay c6 vé hoi khong déu va anh ti hoi liéu c6 phai ¢6 ta da tim dugc
mot bo com 1€ that vira van vdéi nhitng diém nhan khong nhw y réi tw minh
thay cic hay khong. Doi giay thap mau den bi mon khong déu va dwoc sira
gan day bang dung dich che vét tray.
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RO r6i, Rhyme nghi. Anh tin minh quen sép cta c6 ta. Nén anh lai cang
to mo hon.

Sellitto gigi thiéu ngwoi dan ong, “Linc, day la Bill Myers.”

Vi khach gat dau. “Pai 1y, rat vinh du duoc gip anh.” Ong ta ding chitc
danh cii cia Rhyme & S& canh sat New York, tir hoi anh nghi hwu vai nam
tredc vi ly do tat nguyén. Chi tiét nay xdc nhan cong viéc ctia Myers,
Rhyme da diung, quan 16n. Con la quan 16n kha tham nién.

Rhyme diéu khién chiéc xe lan dién tdi tredc roi chia voi ban tay ra. Vi
quan 16n dé y chuyén dong giat giat, ngan ngai réi nam chdt ban tay anh.
Rhyme cfing dé y mot thit: Sachs danh ngwdi lai mot chit. Cé khong thich
anh dung tay va cac ngén mot cach khong can thiét vao may phép xa giao.
Song Lincoln Rhyme khong cudng lai dwgc. Mudi nam qua la mét no lyc
nham cdi bién nhitng gi ma s6 phan da gay ra cho anh. Anh hanh dién vGi
nhitng thang 1gi it 6i cia minh va khai thac ching. Va lai, muc dich cia d6
choi 1a gi néu ta khong bao gio choi v6i ng?

Myers gidi thiéu ngwdi bi an kia. Tén c6 la Nance Laurel.

“T6i la Lincoln,” anh néi. Mot cai bat tay nita, ra chiéu ran chac hon cai
bat tay cia Myers, mac du di nhién Rhyme khong phan biét dugc. Cam
quan khong di cung véi chuyén dong.

Anh mét chdm chip sic bén cta Laurel thu vao mai téc nau day cua
Rhyme, cai miii nhiéu thit, d6i mat sam tinh anh. C6 ta khong ndi gi ngoai
“Chao.”

“Vay ra,” anh no6i. “Co6 la phé coéng t6 vién quan.”

Co ta khong t6 phan tng gi trwdc suy luan cta anh, mot suy ludn von
phan nao chi la suy doan. Mét thoang do dw, réi: “Vang, phdi.” Giong c6 ta
gdy gon, qua quyeét.

Sellitto ben gidi thiéu Myers va Laurel vdi Sachs. Vi quan 16n nhin
nguoi nit canh sat nhw thé 6ng ta chang la gi tiéng tam ctia c6. Rhyme dé y
thdy Sachs hoi nhan mat khi co6 buéc téi dé bat tay. Co stra lai dang di khi
tr& lai ghé. Anh tin chi minh anh thdy c6 kin ddo bé mdt vai vién Advil vao
miéng nu6t khan. Du dau téi dau, c6 chwa bao gio uéng thuéc gi manh hon.
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Hoa ra Myers ciing c¢6 cap bac dai iy va diéu hanh mo6t bo phan ma
Rhyme chwa nghe, c6 1€ la bo phan mai: Pon vi Cong tdac Pdc biét. Tac
phong ty tin ctia 6ng ta cung cdp mat kin ké ggi cho Rhyme biét ong ta va
don vi ctia minh cé kha kha uy quyén bén trong S& canh sat New York. C6
1é 6ng ta 1a mot dau tha nham dén tién do6 trong chinh quyén thanh pho.

Bén than Rhyme chwa bao gio hitng thi véi cac chiéu tro cia cac té chic
nhw S& canh sat New York, huong ho thit gi xa voi hon nhw Albany hay
Washington4!. Digu duy nhét khién anh hitng thd lic nay 1a sy hién dién
ctia ngwoi dan 6ng no. Sy xuat hién ctia mot tay canh sat tham nién c6 dong
ddi cuc s& bi an cung vGi mot phd cong to vién quan co sic tap trung nhw
cho suc cho thdy day sé la mot nhiém vu xua di sy nham chan dang so da
trd thanh ké thu s6 mot caa anh ké ti vu tai nan.

Anh cdm nhan tiéng dap thinh thich ctia sy mong dgi, cia con tim,
nhung théng qua hai bén thai dwong chit khong phai qua bo nguwc mat cam
giac caa minh.

Bill Myers ton trong y kién cia Nance Laurel, “T6i dé c6 dy thdo m& sy
vu nay day.”

Rhyme 6 gang thu hut sy chd y cta Sellitto bang mot cai liéc nhan nhé
nhung anh ta lai nhin di hwéng khac. “Thao ma@.” Rhyme ghét nhitng thuat
ngit tw ché, kiéu cach nhw thé nay, thit ma cac vi quan liéu va nha bao khi
néi chuyén hay gieo vao. “Nhan t6 thay doi cuc dién” la mot cach néi khac
gan ddy. “Man kich Kabuki”[®! nita. Nhitng cach néi nay ching khéac nao
may lon nhudém do choi trén toc mot nguwdi phu nit trung nién hay hinh xam
trén ma.

Mot khodng ldang nita roi Laurel néi, “Pai dy...”

“Goi t6i la Lincoln di. T6i ra khéi nganh r6i.”

Khoang lang. “Lincoln, vang. To6i dang trong qua trinh khéi t6 mét vu an
nhung vap phai mot s6 van dé bat thwong nhat dinh. To6i duwgc goi y 1a biét
dau anh dua kha nang diéu tra vu nay. Anh va tham t& Sachs. T6i dugc biét
hai nguoi thwong xuyén lam viéc chung.”
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“Putng vay.” Anh tw héi liéu phé cong t6 vién quan Laurel c6 lic nao tha
long khong. Co 1é khong.

“Pé toi giai thich,” c6 ta noéi tiép. “Th Ba tuan trudc, ngay 9 thang 5,
mot cong dan My bi muu sat trong mot khach san hang sang tai Bahamas.
Canh sat dia phwong tai day dang diéu tra vu an nay nhuwng t6i c6 1y do tin
rang tay stng nay la ngudi My va da tr@ lai day. Co 1€ la khu viuc New
York.”

Hau nhv tredc cau noéi nao o ta cling nghi mot chit. Co ta dang lya twr
dat dé trinh bay chang? Hay dang danh gia cac trdch nhiém phap ly néu
mot ti khong dung roi khoi civa mieng?

“Hién t6i khéng c6 y dinh tién hanh budc toi mwu sat doi véi hung pham
nay. Rat kho tranh tung & toa an cap bang do6i vdi toi xdy ra ¢ nuwdc khac.
Lam thi van dugc thoi, nhwng sé mat nhiéu thoi gian 1am.” Bay gio tan so
ngap ngung cang day dac hon. “Trong khi can phai hanh dong nhanh.”

Tai sao? Rhyme ty héi. Ly ky ddy...

Laurel tiép tuc, “T6i mudn truy to6 cac toi danh doc lap khac tai New
York.”

“Toi am muu,” Rhyme noi, day la suy luan tic thoi cua anh. “Hay, hay.
Toi thich day. Dya trén co sé la vu an dwgc 1én ké hoach tai day.”

“Chinh xéc,” Laurel nhan dinh. “An mang nay dugc thue hién theo lénh
ctia mot cw dan New York trong thanh ph6. Nén t6i dua tham quyeén truy t6.”

Giong tat cad cac canh sat, hodc cyu canh sat, Rhyme am twong luat nhw
hau hét cac luat sw. Anh nhé lai diéu khoan c6 lién quan trong B luat Hinh
st New York: Mot ngudi pham t6i am muu khi cé y do thye hién hanh vi
cau thanh mot to0i va nguwoi nay théa thuan véi mot hodc nhiéu ngwoi dé
tham gia vao hanh vi do hodc gay ra hanh vi d6. Anh noi thém, “Va co co
thé truy t6 vu an tai day cho du 4&n mang nay xdy ra bén ngoai bang bdi vi
hanh vi nén tang - hanh vi mwu sat - 1a mot toi tai New York.”

“Pung vay,” Laurel xac nhan. Co6 thé co ta hai long vi anh da phan tich
ding. Rat khé dé biét.

Sachs ndi, “Co néi la c6 ngudi ra lénh giét. Nghia la sao, triv khit theo
kiéu toi pham c6 t6 chirc ha?”
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Nhiéu tay trum t0i pham c6 t6 chitc khét tiéng nhat chwa hé bi bat va bi
két an cac t0i tong tién, mwu sat, bac céc ma bon ching pham phai, vi cé
thé chang bao gid gan két dugc bon ching vai hién treong vu an. Nhung
bon ching thwong bi tong vao tu vi am muu gay ra cac sy viéc do.

Tuy nhién, Laurel n6i, “Khong phai. Vu nay khac.”

Tam tri Rhyme nhdy mua. “Nhung néu ta xac dinh va téom c6 nhitng ké
chti muwru thi bén phia Bahamas s& mudn dan do chiing. it nhat 1a dan do tay
sung.”

Laurel yén ldang ngam anh mot chéc. Sy ngdp ngiing lién tuc cta co ta
gan nhu khién anh bon chén. Cudi cung co ta néi, “Toi sé phan do6i viéc
dan do. Va t6i cho rang co hoi thanh cong ctia minh la trén 90%.”

Dau da ngoai ba muoi nhwng Laurel trong tré trung. C6 ta c6 mot chat
ngdy tho kiéu nit sinh. Khong, n6i “ngdy tho” khéng ding, Rhyme nhén
dinh. “Quyét tam” mdi phdi. “Citng dau” la mot tir sdo mon thich hgp khac.

Sellitto hoi ca Laurel lan Myers, “Hai ngwdi c6 nghi dén nghi pham nao
khong?”

“Co6. Toi chuwa c6 nhan than cda tay sing nhung toi biét cé hai nguoi da
ra lenh khir nay.”

Rhyme mim cwdi. Trong anh khudy lén sy to mo, cung véi cai cdm giac
ma mot con séi budc phai c6 khi danh hoi dwgc mot phan ti duy nhét trong
mui cia con moéi. Anh biét chac Nance Laurel ciing c6 chung cam giac,
madc du sy hao hitng nay thé hién khong r6 1lam qua 16p phan L’Oréal. Anh
tin minh biét chuyén nay sé di tdi dau.

Va cai dich con hon ca ly ky.

Laurel néi, “Vu muu sat nay la giét ngudi cé6 muc tiéu, cé thé no6i la mot
vu am sat, do mot quan chtrc chinh phu ra lénh - cuc truéng NIOS, Cuc
Tinh bao va Chi huy Quéc gia, c6 tong bo tai Manhattan ngay day.”

Pay la diéu ma it nhiéu Rhyme da suy ra trwéc. Mac du ban dau anh
twong do la CIA hodc Lau Nam Goéc.

“Troi dat,” Sellitto thi tham. “Hai ngwdi mudn tém quan chitc lién bang
ha?” Anh ta nhin Myers, khong thdy cé chit phan @ng gi, réi nhin lai
Laurel. “Co lam dugc khéng day?”
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Sy ngap nging cua c6 ta dai bang hai hoi thé. “Anh néi vay la sao ha
dong chi tham t@?” Co ra chiéu rdi tri.

Sellitto c6 1& khong cé y gi khac ngoai diéu vira n6i. “Chang phai y dugc
mién to sao?”

“Cac luat su ctia NIOS sé tim cach dua ra 1ap ludn mién t6 nhwng dé la
linh virc ma t6i rat ranh. T6i c6 viét mét bai cho tap san luat vé dé tai mién
t0 quan chic chinh phu. T6i danh gid co hoi thanh c6ng ctia minh vao
khoang 90% tai tda cap bang va 80% tai Toa Phic thim Ving Hail®!. Bén
dwgc Toa T6i cao thi ching ta thanh thoi.”

“Ludt mién t6 la sao?” Sachs hoi.

“Pay la mot van dé trong Diéu khoan T6i thwong,” Laurel gidi thich.
“P6 la diéu khoan hién phap néi rang, vé co ban, khi xdy ra xung dot phap
ly, thi luat lién bang thang luat cap bang. New York khong thé truy t6 cong
chirc lién bang do6i véi cac toi & cap bang néu cong chitc nay khi dy van
hanh dong trong tham quyén ctia minh. Trong tinh huéng cta ching ta, toi
tin tay cuc trwdng NIOS da bién chét - hanh dong vugt ngoai tham quyén
cua minh.”

Laurel li€c nhin Myers, r6i 6ng nay noi, “Chting t6i da ludn ban van dé
nay nhung c6 nhiéu cit liéu vitng chac khién ching t6i tin tén nay dang cai
stta chinh tin tinh bao tao thanh co s& cho vu am sat, dé thyc hién nghi trinh
chinh tri ctia han.”

Luan ban... ctt liéu...

“Vay cai nghi trinh day la gi?” Rhyme hoi.

“Chung toi khong ro,” 6ng dai Gy néi tiép. “Y hinh nhw ldc nao ciling
nghi dén chuyén bao vé dat nuwéc, triv khit bat ky ai 1a moi hoa - ké ca
nhitng ngudi c6 1é chang phai moi hoa gi cd, chi can han xem ho la phan
quoc. Ngwoi ma y ra lénh ban chét tai Nassau khong phai 1a khing bo.
Nguoi nay chang qua...”

“Thang tinh thoi,” Laurel noi.

Sachs hoi, “T6i hoi chuyén nay: Trwdng cong to vién c6 duyét vu nay
chuwa?”
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Suw ngdp nging cua Laurel 1an nay cé thé da che day sw sttng co cta co ta
khi nghe vé sép ctia minh va viéc ngudi nay chdp thuan theo dudi vu diéu
tra. Rat kho dé biét. Co ta tra 1oi diém dam, “Thong tin vé vu am sat dén
van phong ching t6i tai Manhattan, noi cé tham quyén quéan ly NIOS. Cong
t0 vién quan va toi da ban van dé nay. T6i muén nhan vu nay vi cé kinh
nghiém v@&i cac van dé vé mién t6 va bdi vi loai toi pham nay lam t6i rat
kho chiu - ca nhan t6i cdm thay bat ky d&n mang nao c6 muc tiéu déu trai
hién phdap vi vi pham trinh ty phap luat chinh dang. Cong t6 vién quan héi
t6i c6 biét ddy 1a mot cai bdy min khong. T6i néi c6. Ong ay dén gip
tredng cong td vién & Albany, ngudi nay ndi toi c6 thé tién hanh. Nén phai,
t0i duwgc sy dong y cua Ong ay.” Mot cai nhin vitng vang nham vao Sachs,
nguoi cling nhin lai bang cap mat khéng nao nting.

Rhyme nhan thdy cd hai nguwdi dan 6ng nay, cong t6 vién quan
Manhattan va tredng cong td vien New York, déu thudc dang chinh tri doi
1ap véi dang cua chinh quyén hién tai & Washington. Xét dén chi tiét nay
liéu c6 cong bang? Anh nhan dinh sy hoai nghi sé khong mang tinh hoai
nghi néu c6 bang chitng cting cd né.

“Chao mirng dén véi té6 ong,” Sellitto no6i, khién ai cling mim cwoi, trit
Laurel.

Myers no6i v6i Rhyme, “Thanh thit t6i da dé ctr anh, dai Gy, khi Nance
dén gap ching t6i. Anh, tham t& Sellitto va tham t&* Sachs hoat dong doc
lap hon mot chut so vGi cac si quan chinh quy. Cac anh chi khong bi tréi
budc vao trung tam chi huy nhw phan nhiéu cac diéu tra vién.”

Lincoln Rhyme hién la c¢6 van cho S& canh sat New York, FBI va bat ky
t0 chitrc nao khac muoén trd mitc phi ngat ngudng do anh dat ra dé hwdng
dich vu phap y cua anh, mién la vu viéc nay nam dau dé gan cuc chinh Bac
cua truc “thw thach.”

Anh hoi, “R6i ai 1a ké cht mwuy, tay cuc tredng NIOS nay a?”

“Tén y la Shreve Metzger.”

“C0 ai c6 suy nghi gi vé tay sing khong?” Sachs hai.

“Khong. Han - hodc & - c6 thé xuat than quan doi, néu vay thi gay. May
ra thi han la dan thuong.”
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“May ra?” Cau hoi twr Sachs.

Rhyme cho rang ly do ma Laurel muén néi la hé thong tw phap quan doi
sé lam phitc tap nhiéu chuyén. Nhung c6 ta giai thich thém, “Nguwdoi linh thi
dé nhan dugc sy cam thong tir ban hoi tham hon linh danh thué hay dan
thuwong giét thué.”

Sellitto néi, “Cd no6i dén hai ké chi mwu, ngoai tay sung ra. Con ai khac
ngoai Metzger nita?”

“A,” Laurel néi tiép néi bang mot giong hoi ké ca, “tong thong nita.”

“Nudc nao?” Sellitto hoi.

Cau héi nay c6 can phai tam ngirng dé suy tu hay khong thi Laurel van
ct ngdp ngung roi ndi. “Tat nhién la Hoa Ky r6i. Toi chac chan moi vu trie
khtr c6 muc tiéu déu doi hoi phé chuan cta tong thong. Nhung muc tiéu cia
toi khong phai tong théng.”

“Troi a, hi vong la khong phai,” Lon Sellitto néi kem mot tiéng cudi
nghe twta mot tiéng hat hoi c¢6 nén. “Vay con hon ca bay min chinh trj ddy
chit day la bom nguyén t me né ludn r6i.”

Laurel chau may, nhu thé c6 ta da phai dich cau néi cta anh ta tir tiéng
Iceland. “Chinh tri khéng phai la van dé, tham t& a. Cho du tong thong c6
hanh dong ngoai tham quyén khi ra 1énh tritv khit mot muc tiéu di nita, thi
trinh ty hinh sy trong treong hop ctia 6ng ta sé la trinh ty phé truat. Nhung
rd rang chuyén ddy nam ngoai tham quyén cua t6i roi.”
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Han thoang phan tam trudc mui c4 nwdéng vi, dung kém chanh xanh va
chudi t4 qual?!, hinh nhw thé. Mot mui khac nita, mot hwong liéu. Han chwa
ngtri ra dwge mui nay. Hit ha khong khi mot 1an nita. N6 c6 thé 1a mui gi
day?

Vi dang nguoi chac khoe, mai téc dinh mau nau, han tiép tuc dao buéc
thw tha doc via hé bi v& - va con duwong dat, noi cac phién bé tong déu mat
sach. Han lam phong chiéc do vét sam dé thong khi gidi nhiét r6i chgt nghi
cling may minh khong deo ca vat. Han lai dirng buwéc bén canh mot bai dat
phu day co6 dai. Vao ldc nay, da cu6i budi sang, con phé gobm nhitng ctra
hiéu thdp té va nhitng ng6i nha mau phin bong tré6c dang hoang vang.
Khong béng ngudi, mic du ¢6 hai con ché banh noil®! biéng nhac dang
nam ué odi trong béng ram.

ROi nang xuat hién.

Nang dang ra khoi ctta hiéu Deep Fun Dive va di bo vé hwéng dwong
West Bay, trong tay la mgt cudn tiéu thuyét ctia Gabriel Marquez.

Vi lan da rdm nang va mai téc vang ong, co gai tré c6 mot it téc roi, vai
mot bim téc duwge that hep thanh mot dai duy nhat buong tir thai dwong
xuong nguc. Nang c6 hinh thé dong ho cat nhung la dong ho cét thon tha.
Nang mdc mot by do tam hai manh mau vang va do cung mot tdim khan
choang mau cam trong hd quanh eo, tréu nguwoi. N6 kéo dai xudng tan mat
ca chan nang. Nang déo dai va day nhya song, nu cwdi ctia nang doi khi
ranh manh.

Vanu cwoi ay lic nay dang ranh manh.

“Cha, xem ai day nay,” nang ndi roi dirng lai bén canh han.
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Day la khu vuc yén tinh cach trung tam Nassau mot quang dwong. Quan
x4 diu hiu. L ch6é nam nhin mot cach ué o0di, tai cup xuéng nhw nhirng nép
gap danh dau trang sach.

“Chao dang ay.” Jacob Swann thdo cdap kinh Maui Jim ctia minh ra roi
chtui mat. Poan deo kinh trd lai. Phai chi han mua kem chéng nang. Chuyén
di dén Bahamas lan nay cé 1én ké hoach gi dau.

“Hirm. Chac dién thoai cia em bi héng r6i,” Annette t6 vé hon doi.

“Chac vay ro6i,” Swann nhan mat lén tiéng. “Anh biét. Anh n6i anh sé
goi. Co loi qua.”

Nhung cai toi nay cung lam ciing chi la t0i nhe. Annette la c6 géi han
bao lam ban dong hanh, nén ciu néi lam bo ctia nang lam sao gay gat nhw
trong hoan canh khac dugc.

Mat khac, cadi dém hom ay vao tuan truedc khong chi la quan hé khach-
gai bao. Nang tinh tién chi hai gio nhwng lai bao han tron dém. T6i hém ay
di nhién khong nhw phim Ngudi Ban Ba Pep!l, nhung hai ngudi ai ciing
cam thay vui vé.

SO gio giao dich gitta ho troi qua that nhanh, con gié thodng mém mai
am w6t troi ra dat vao cira so, tiéng vong tir dai dwong xam pham sy tinh
lang theo nhip diéu mot bai tho. Han héi nang c6é & lai khong va Annette
dong y. Can phong khach san ctia han c6 mét can bép nhé va Jacob Swann
nau bira toi muon. Truwdc do, sau khi dén Nassau, han da di chg mua nhiéu
thi, trong do co thit dé, hanh tay, nwdc cot dira, dau, gao, s6t néng va cac
huwong liéu dia phwong. Han loc thit ra khoi xwong mot cach lao luyén, xat
thit thanh nhiéu miéng nhé vira miéng réi wdp thit trong sita bo. Chuwa dén
11 gio t6i, mén ham nay da soi riu riu trén lra nhé dugce sau tiéng va san
sang. Hai ngwdi dung mén an va uéng mot chai vang dé Rhone loai manh.

RO6i ho lai 1én givong.

“Lam an sao r6i?” Lic nay han hoi, dau hat ra sau vé phia ctta tiém dé
chi r6 minh dang néi dén viéc lam an nao, mdc du cong viéc ban thoi gian
tai tifm Deep Fun nay la nguon cung cap nhitng khach hang trd cho nang
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nhiéu tién hon han phi thué 6ng thd. (Ca hai déu hiéu sy mia mai trong cai
tén ctra higull9)).

Annette nhtin bo vai diém 1é cuia minh. “Ciing tam. Kinh té sa stt qua.
Nhung nha giau van thich gan b6 véi san ho va ca.”

Bai xe um tum c6 dwgc trang hoang nao 16p xe troc 16c, nao khoi bé tong
phé thai, nao mot vai vo thiét bi dién gia dung gi sét va mép méo ma rudt
mdy bén trong bi buoi mat tir 1au. Moi gidy tréi qua, troi cang néng hon.
Khap noi toan la nang chéi va bui bam, nhitng vo lon can kho, nhitng bui
cdy can tia tot, céd ram rap. C6 cac mui: ca nwéng vi, chanh, chudi ta qua va
khoi rac.

Va cai hvong liéu ay. No la gi?

“Em nhd dau c6 ndéi anh biét cho lam cua em.” Mot cai hat dau vé phia
clra tiém.

“Co, cung c6 néi ma.” Han xoa toc minh. Cai dau tron lan ctia han 1am
cham mo hoi. Lai vén chiéc do vét 1én. Khong khi tran vao that sang khoi.

“Anh khong nong ha?”

“Sang nay c6 hen khach an sang, nén an mdc phai chin chu. Anh vtra
xong, mdi vé day. Khong biét lich cua cung.”

“Dém nay nhé?” Annette dé nghi. Va khuyén khich.

“A, anh con mot cudc hop nita.” Guwong mat Jacob Swann khéng biéu
cam. Han chi nhin vao cap mat nang khi noi cau nay. Khong mét nét nhan
ra chiéu nuoi tiéc, cling khong mot biéu hién ve van kiéu choai choai. “Anh
thi hi vong ngay ltic nay co.” Han hinh dung cap mat ay dang thém khat,
han cam thay thé.

“Cai rugu ay la reou gi nhi?”

“Rugu ma anh phuc vu ldc an t6i a? Chateauneuf-du-Pape. Anh cha nhé
t vieon nho nao.”

“Rugu tuyét ci meéo day.”

Mot cum tir Jacob Swann khong dung nhiéu - hodac khong bao gio dung -
nhung han mac ké, w, tuyét ci meo. Y nhw nang day. Nhitng sgi day budc
manh quan cta nang dung dwa xuéng dudi, chue bi giat di. Doi dép 1é dé 1o
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nhitng méng chan mau lam va nang deo nhan vang trén ca hai ngén chan
cdi. Hai chiéc nhan nay hgp thanh b véi hai chiéc khuyén vong c& 16n trén
tai nang. Nang con deo mot bo xuyén bang vang dugc moc noi phiie tap.

Annette cling sam soi han va cé 1& dang nhé lai hinh thé 16a 16 cta han,
day co bap, eo, mong, nguc va hai canh tay manh mé. Cuon cudn. Han
nhoc cong lam mai dugc thé.

Nang no6i, “Em c6 ké hoach nhung...”

Cau no6i két thic bang mét nu cudi mai.

Khi hai nguwoi budc dén cho xe han, nang 6m lay canh tay han. Han ho
tong nang qua bén ghé ngoi hanh khach. Vira vao trong, nang lién chi han
dwong dén can ho nha minh. Han n6 may nhung chwa vao sé thi khung lai.
“A, anh quén. C6 thé anh khong goi dién, nhung anh c6 mang qua cho
cung day.”

“Khong phai chir!” Nang ré 1én mot cach thich tha. “Qua gi vay?”

Han 16i ra mot cai hop tir chiéc ba 16 ma han dung lam cdp ho so dang
dung & gh€é sau. “Em thich nit trang ma, ding khong?”

“Con gai nao khong thich chit?” Annette hoi.

Khi nang mé& hép ra, han néi, “Pay khong phai 1a bu cho tién cong ctua
em. Ma la boa thém.”

“0), thoi ma,” nang dap bang mot nu cuwdi trir. Roi tap trung ma& cai hop
nho hep. Swann nhin quanh con pho. Van vang lang. Han xét hét moi goéc
canh, thu vé ban tay trdi - ldc nay dang md&, ngoén cai va ngon tré rong va
ctiing - r6i danh manh vao hong nang mat cach diéu luyén.

Nang hoc 1én, mat thao ldo. Nhom ngudi nguge ra sau ghi chat cai co bi
ton thwong.

“Ac, ic, ac...”

Cu danh nay khong dé thue hién. Phai danh da nhe dé khong lam nat han
khi quan - han mu6én nang con no6i dugc - nhung da manh dé chan lai tiéng
thét.

Mat nang nhin han chong choc. Chac nang dang mudn goi tén han - that
ra la cdi tén gid ma han da cho nang biét tuan tredc. Swann cé ba ho chiéu
My, hai ho chiéu Canada va nam thé tin dung ditng nam tén khac nhau. Tha
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that, han khong nhé noi lan cu6i minh dung “Jacob Swann” véi nguwdi chira
quen la khi nao.

Han diém nhién nhin lai nang r6i xoay nguwdi 16i cuon bang keo ra khoi
ba lo.

Swann deo gang cao su mau da vao r6i xé mdt dai ra tir cudn bang. Han
chitng lai. Chinh la n6. Cai hwong liéu ma tay dau bép gan dé vira thém vao
mon ca.

Rau mui.

Sao ltic ndy han lai khong nhan ra chi?
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“Nan nhan la Robert Moreno,” Laurel no6i v6i ho. “Ba muoi tam tudbi.”

“Moreno - nghe quen lam,” Sachs néi.

“Bao chi noéi ran ran ddy, tham t,” dai uy Bill Myers xen vao. “Trang
dau luén.”

Sellitto hoi, “Khoan da, tay ngudi My chong My ddy ha? To bao nao day
goi anh ta vay thi phai.”

“Pung r6i,” tay dai Gy néi. Roi ong dé thém mot cach cay ca: “Thit dan
don “

Lan nay khong dung biét ngir.

Rhyme dé y Laurel c6 vé khong thich nhan xét nay. Chwa hét, co ta c6 vé
sot rudt, c@ nhw minh khéng c6 thdi gian cho may chuyén bong dua lac dé.
Anh nh@ c6 ta n6i minh muén hanh dong nhanh - va 1y do gio day da ro:
Co6 1é mot khi NIOS phat hién ra vu diéu tra nay, bon ho sé tién hanh cac
bién phap chan ding vu viéc - mot cach hgp phap va, biét dau, ca khéng
hop phap.

Rhyme ciing sot ruot khong kém. Anh muén s ly ky.

Laurel trung ra tam dnh mot nguwoi dan 6ng dién trai mdc so mi trang,
ngoi tredc mot micro phat thanh. Anh ta c6 dwong nét day dan trén khuon
mat cung mai téc dang thwa dan. Co phé céng t6 vién quan bdo ho, “Mot
tam anh chup gan day trong phong thu thanh cta anh ta & Caracas. Lic con
song, anh ta mang hd chiéu My nhung la kiéu dan, séng tai Venezuela.
Ngay 9 thang 5, nguwdi nay di cong tac tai Bahamas thi bi tay ban tia giét
trong phong khach san. Hai nguoi khac cling thiét mang - vé si ctia Moreno
va mét nha bdo phéong van anh ta. Tay vé si la nguwoi Brazil, song tai
Venezuela. Ong nha béo 1a ngudi Puerto Rico, song tai Argentina.”
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Rhyme chi ra, “Bao chi cling khong lam rum beng gi nhiéu. Néu chinh
phu bi bat qua tang dat tay trén co stung, cé thé noi vay, thi bao chi da am 1
1én r6i. Nguoi ta cho ai la ké gay an?”

“Cac cac-ten ma tdy,” Laurel bao anh. “Moreno da lap ra mét t6 chirc goi
la Phong trao Trao quyén Dia phwong dé lam viéc vGi nguwdi ban dia va
nguoi ngheo kho tai My Latin. Anh ta phé phan viéc budn 1au ma tiy. Diéu
nay choc gian mot s6 ngudi tai Bogota va tai mot s6 nwdc Trung My.
Nhung t6i khong tim dwoc dit kién cung c6 gia thuyét la c6 cac-ten cu thé
nao mudn anh ta chét. Téi tin Metzger va NIOS da dgng mdy cau chuyén
vé cac nhom céac-ten dé 1ai sy chu y ra khéi bon ho. Va lai, con mét thit t6i
chwa n6i dén. Toi biét chac chan mat tay ban tia cia NIOS da giét anh ta.
T6i c6 bang chitng.”

“Bang chitng?” Sellitto hoi.

Ngo6n ngit hinh thé ctia Laurel, tuy khong phai 1a nét mat cia c6 ta, nhw
muoén néi co ta rat han hanh ké cho ho biét chi tiét. “Ching t6i c6 mot
nguoi té gidc - trong ndi bo NIOS hodc c6 dinh liu téi NIOS. Nguoi nay ro
ri chi 1énh cho phép giét Moreno.”

“Nhu WikiLeaks ha?” Sellitto hoi. Poan lac dau. “Ma khong phai, khong
thé nao dwoc.”

“Pung roi,” Rhyme néi. “Vi néu cé thi chuyén nay da dang khap bao dai
r6i. Van phong cong td6 quan nhan dwgc tin nay tryc tiép day. Trong lang
18.”

Myers: “Duing vay. Tay t6 giac da trao dan lénh khit nay.”

Rhyme 10 di tay dai uy va cach noi ky qudac cua ong ta. Anh néi véi
Laurel: “Ké cho chiing t6i nghe vé Moreno di.”

Co ta ké, theo tri nhg. Gia dinh cé goc gac & New Jersey, roi My khi
Moreno duwgc mwoi hai tudi roéi chuyén nha téi Trung My dé tién cong viéc
ctia nguwoi cha, 6ng nay la nha dia chat cho mot cong ty dau khi cia My.
Thoat dau, Moreno hoc treong My dwdi ddy, nhung sau khi nguwdi me tw sat
thi anh ta chuyén sang hoc treong dia phwong va hoc rat gioi.

“Tw sat?” Sachs hai.
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“Hinh nhw do ba ay khong thich nghi dwgc véi viéc chuyén nha... con
cong viéc ctia nguwdi chong budc phaéi di cong tac suot dén nhitng dia diém
khoan dau va thim do dau khip viing. Ong dy ching may khi ¢ nha.”

Laurel tiép tuc khac hoa nan nhan:

“Ngay tur khi con nho, Moreno da ghét viéc chinh phu My va doanh
nghiép My vi 1gi ich cua hgo ma boc 16t nguwoi dan Nam My va Trung My
ban dia. Sau dai hoc, tai thanh ph6é Mexico, anh ta tré thanh nguwdoi dan
chwong trinh phat thanh va nha hoat déng chinh tri, viét va phat thanh
nhiéu bai cong kich dit déi nham vao My va cai ma anh ta goi la cha nghia
dé quoc thé ki XXI cia My. Anh ta dinh cu tai Caracas va lap ra Phong trao
Trao quyén Dia phwong nhw mot phwong thie thay thé gitip nguwoi lao dong
phét trién sy doc 1ap va khong phai dwa ddm vao cac cong ty chau Au hay
My dé tim viéc va dya vao vién trg My gitip do. Phong trao nay c6 nita ta
chi nhanh khap Nam My, Trung M¥ va vung Caribé.”

Rhyme r6i tri. “Kho c6 thé 1a tiéu st ctia mét tay khung bo.”

Laurel n6i, “Chinh xac. Nhung t6i phai n6i vdi anh 1a Moreno 1én tiéng
ung ho md6t s6 nhém khing bo: al-Qaeda, al-Shabaab, Phong trao Hoi gido
Pong Turkestan ¢ Tan Cwong, Trung Quoc. Va anh ta hinh thanh mot vai
moi lién minh véi nhiéu nhém cuc doan tai My Latin: ELN ctia Colombia -
Quan doi Gidi phéng Quéc gia - va FARC, cling nhv Lyc lwgng Ty vé
Thong nhat. Anh ta rat dong tinh v6i nhém Sendero Luminoso tai Peru.”

“Con duong Sang phai khong?” Sachs hoi.

“Phai.”

Ké thu ctia ké thu minh chinh la ban minh, Rhyme suy ngam. Cho du
ching danh bom giét tré em. “Nhwng ma...” anh héi. “Chi vi vdy ma bi am
sat u?”

Laurel giai thich, “Gan day trang blog va nhitng s6 phat séng cua
Moreno ngay cang chong My kich liét hon. Anh ta tw xung la ‘S gia Chan
ly’. Va mot s6 thong diép cta anh ta la cwc ky hung hang. Anh ta that sy
ghét cai dat nwdc nay. Pén mirc cé tin don la cé nguwdi vi dwgc anh ta
truyén cam hitng ma ban du khach hodac quan nhan My, hodac quang bom
vao cac dai s quan My hay cac cong ty hai ngoai. Nhung toi khong tim
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duwoc mot su kién nao trong dé anh ta chinh miéng n6i mot ti ra 1énh hay
tham chi 1a goi y tién hanh mot vu tdn cong cu thé. Truyén cam hitng khac
v6i dy muu.”

Du chi biét c6 ta vai phit, nhuvng Rhyme ngo rang c6 Nance Laurel da
chon loc hét sttc ky cang nhitng tir ngit nay.

“Nhung NIOS cho rang c6 tin tinh bdo néi Moreno dang 1én ké hoach
tan cong han hoi: danh bom tru s& mot cong ty dau tai Miami. Ho do trdm
dwgc mot cudc no6i chuyén qua dién thoai bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha, va
giong noi dugc xac nhan la cia Moreno.”

Co ta ben luc loi trong chiéc cap ho so cii nat ctia minh va tham khao céc
ghi chép. “Pay la Moreno: Anh ta n6i, ‘T6i mudén nham vao Cong ty
Khoan Loc Dau MY tai Florida. Vao ngay thit Tu’. Bén kia, chuwa 10 la ai:
‘Ngay 10. Ngay 10 thang 5 ha?’ Moreno: ‘Phdi, budi trwa, lic nhan vién
dang di an trwa.” Roi bén kia: ‘Cha, lam sao dem dén d6 dugc day?’
Moreno: ‘Xe tdi’. R6i dén doan néi chuyén loan xa. Moreno lai néi: ‘Va
day chi mdi la khéi dau thoi. T6i con ca mé thong diép twong ty nita trong
ké hoach.””

Co ta bo ban ghi vao lai cap ho so. “Cong ty Khoan Loc Dau My ¢6 hai
co sO tai Florida hodc & gan day: tru s@ khu dong nam tai Miami va mot
gian khoan dau ngoai bién. Khong thé nao la gian khoan dugc vi Moreno
no6i dén xe tdi. Nén NIOS tin chac tru sd nam trén DPai 10 Brickell, méi
chinh la muc tiéu.

“Dong thoi, cac nha phan tich tinh bdo phat hién thidy cac cong ty co
dinh liu t6i Moreno dang chuyén chd nhién liéu diézen, phan bon va nito
métan tdi Bahamas trong thang vira qua.”

Ba thanh phan pho bién trong thiét bi no tw ché. Chinh cac chét nay da
x6a sO toa nha lién bang tai thanh phé Oklahoma. Ciing chinh la noi ching
duwgc van chuyén dén bang xe tai.

Laurel ndi tiép, “R6 rang Metzger tin néu Moreno bi giét tredc khi qua
bom dugc tuon 1du vao My thi bon tay sai ctia anh ta sé khong hoan thanh
duwgc ké hoach. Anh ta bi ban mot ngay trwdc sy kién nay tai Miami. Vao
ngay 9 thang 5.”
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Cau chuyén dén bay gio nghe cé vé nhw, cho du ngwdoi ta c6 ting ho viéc
am sat hay khong, gidi phap cia Metzger da cttu nhiéu mang nguoi.

Rhyme toan dé cdp dén diém nay nhung Laurel da di trwdc anh. C6 ta
néi, “Nhung Moreno lai khong néi dén mot vu tan cong. D6 la mot vu phan
do6i on hoa. Vao ngay 10 thang 5, gitta trwva, nita chuc xe tai xudt hién trwéc
tru s& Cong ty Khoan Loc Dau My. Cho xe nay khéng chuyén bom dén, ma
la chuyén ngwdi dén dé tham gia biéu tinh.

“Con cac thanh phan ché bom kia thi sao? Cac thanh phan nay danh cho
chi nhanh Phong trao Trao quyén Dia phuwong ctia Moreno tai Bahamas.
Nhién liéu diézen danh cho mot cong ty van tai. Phan béon danh cho may
hop tdc xa nong nghiép con nito métan thi dé s dung trong thudc hun
trung trong dat. Déu hgp phap ca. Pay la cho vat liéu duy nhat dugc néi
dén trong chi lénh cho phép giét Moreno nhuwng con cé ca tan hat giong,
gao, linh kien xe tai, nwdc dong chai va cac vat vo hai khac trong cung mot
kién hang. NIOS da c6 tinh quén dé cap dén may thi day.”

“Khong phai tinh bao sai sao?” Rhyme ngo 10i.

Khoang nghi tiép sau do6 dai hon gan hét cac khoang nghi trwdc, roi cudi
cung Laurel n6i, “Khong. T6i nghi tin tinh bdo da bi stta doi. Metzger
khong thich Moreno, khong thich cach anh ta hung bién. Y c¢6 lan goi thang
ngwoi nay la ‘mot thang phan bdi dang khinh’. T6i nghi y khong chia sé vGi
cac cap tat cad cac théng tin y tim dwgc. Thanh tht giéi chép bu &
Washington phé chuan phi vu nay vi nghi cé lién quan dén bom, trong khi
Metzger biét 1a khong c6.”

Sellitto no6i, “Nén NIOS da giét mot nguoi vo toi.”

“Phai,” Laurel n6i kem mot thoang cao hitng trong giong. “Nhung vay
thi tot.”

“Ha?” Sachs thot 1én, may nhan lai.

Mot khodng nghi bang mot nhip tim. Laurel ré rang khong hiéu vé that
kinh thdy rd caa Sachs, hét nhw lic c6 tham ti nay phan tng triedc nhan xét
trwdc dé cta Laurel rang “may ra” thi tay sung nay la dan thuong, khong
phéi quan nhan.

https://thuviensach.vn



Rhyme giai thich, “Ban hdi tham nita ddy Sachs. Ho c6 khuynh huéng
két toi bi cdo da giét mot nha hoat dong chinh tri khi ngwdi nay chi thye thi
quyén tw do ngon luan ctia minh theo Diém stta doi Thit nhat cia Hién
phap - hon la mét tay khing bd com can.”

Laurel néi thém, “Do6i véi téi khong cé khac biét vé mat luan ly gitta hai
treong hop, ta khong hanh quyét bat ky ai ma khong thong qua trinh ty
phap luat chinh dang. B4t ky ai. Nhung Lincoln néi ding, t6i phai tinh dén
ban ho6i tham.”

“Thanh ra, dai iy a,” Myers néi véi Rhyme, “vu an nay chac chan sé
dwgc nhiéu nguwdi quan tam va khi dé ching t6i sé can mot ngudi sang suot
nhv anh.”

Phan &ng titc thi cia Rhyme la dong y. Vu an rat ly ky va day thit thach
vé du moi phwong dién. Nhung anh dé y thdy Sachs dang nhin xuéng, mat
ngon tay cha xat da dau, mot théi quen cia c6. Anh ty hoi diéu gi dang lam
c6 phién long.

Co néi vai cong to vién, “Co dau cé truy td CIA vé vu al-Awlaki dau
nao.”

Anwar al-Awlaki, céng dan My, la mot lanh tu H6i gido cap tién ting hd
thanh chién, dong thoi 1a mot thanh vién c6t can bén trong mang lwéi con
cua al-Qaeda tai Yemen. La mot kiéu dan nhw Moreno, han c6 biét danh la
Bin Laden ctia mang Internet va hao hitng c6 vii tan cong ngudi My thong
qua cac bai viét trén blog ctia minh. Trong s6 nhitng ké dwgc han truyén
cam hitng c6 tay sung tai Fort Hood va ké danh bom mday bay bang thu6c
no trong do 16t, hai sy kién déu xdy ra vao nam 2009, cung ké danh bom
Quang treong Times vao nam 2010.

Al-Awlaki va m6t cong dan My khac, bién tap vién tryc tuyén caa han,
bi giét trong mot dgt oanh tac bang may bay khong ngwoi 14i theo chi dao
cua CIA.

Laurel ra chiéu khong hiéu. “Sao t6i truy t6 vu dé dugc? To6i la cong to
vién New York ma. Chang c6 sy lién hé nao & cap bang trong vu am sat al-
Awlaki ca. Nhung néu c6 héi téi c6 chon nhitng vu ma t6i nghi c6 thé thang
khong, tham tir Sachs, thi cau tra 1oi 1a c6. Bugc Metzger t0i am sat mot tay
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khting b6 khét tiéng va nguy hiém c6 1é sé khéng thang duwgc. Ciling khong
thang dwogc néu budc tdéi am sat mot nguwoi khong phédi cong dan MYy.
Nhung vu ban Moreno thi téi c6 thé thuyét phuc dwgc ban hdi tham. Khi
Metzger va tay ban tia ctia y bi két t6i roi thi t6i sé cé thé xét dén cac vu an
khac nhap nhang hon.” Co ditng néi. “Hodc cé 1€ chi can chinh pha danh
gia lai cac chinh sach cua minh va hoat dong theo sat Hién phap... r6i ra
khoi nganh giét thué.”

Liéc nhin Rhyme, Sachs néi v6i ca Laurel lan Myers. “T6i khong biét
nita. Co céi gi day khong 6n.”

“On w?” Laurel hoi, ra chiéu khéng hiéu cai tir ay.

Cha manh hai ngén tay vao nhau, Sachs n6i, “T6i khong biét. T6i khong
chac day c6 phdi la viéc cta ching t6i hay khong.”

“Co va Lincoln a?” Laurel thac mac.

“Ai trong ching t6i cling vay thoi. Pay la van dé chinh tri, khong phai
van dé hinh sy. Co6 mudén ngan NIOS am sat nguwdi, duwgce théi. Nhung
chang phai day la van dé ctia Qudc hdi sao? Sao lai dinh tGi canh sat?”

Laurel li€c trém Rhyme. Sachs tat nhién da dwa ra mot luan diém hop ly
- cai ludn diém ma ngay cd Rhyme cling khong nghi tdi. N6i dén luat phap,
anh rat it quan tam dén van dé rong hon la ding hay sai. D6i vdi anh, chi
can chinh quyén Albany hay Washington hay hoi dong thanh pho xac dinh
rang mot toi can tim ra hung thua, vay la da. Viéc cta anh sau dé rat don
gian: truy ra thi pham va xay dung lap luan chong lai ké nay.

Ciing nhu choi co vua vay. Viéc cac cha dé cua tro co bi truyén dy quyét
dinh budc quan hau phai toan nang va quan ma phai di theo géc vuong co
quan trong khong? Khong. Nhung mot khi cac quy tac dé dugce thiét 1ap,
nguoi ta choi theo cac quy tac do.

Anh 10 di Laurel nhvng mat van dan vao Sachs.

R6i diéu bd ctia c6 pho cong t6 vién quan thay doi, tinh té nhung rd rang.
Rhyme nghi thoat dau c6 ta chét da nhung anh nhan ra khong phai vay. Co
ta dang chuyén sang ché do bién ho. Nhw thé ¢ ta vira ditng day khoi ban
luat su tai toa roi bude dén trede mat ban hoi tham - mot ban hoi tham van
chwa bi thuyét phuc vé t6i ctia nghi can.
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“Amelia, t6i nghi cong 1y ndim & nhitng tiéu tiét,” Laurel bt dau. “O
nhitng diéu nhé nhat. T6i truy t6 mot vu cwdng hiép khong phai vi xa hoi sé
kém 06n dinh khi phu nit bi bao hanh tinh duc. Tai truy t6 toi cwdng hiép bai
vi c6 mot con ngwoi hanh x theo nhitng hanh vi bi cdm trong B6 luat Hinh
st New York, diéu 130 khoan 35. Cong viéc cua t6i la vay, cong viéc cta
tat ca chung ta la vay.”

Nghi mot choc, co ta noéi, “Xin co6 day, Amelia. Toi biét thanh tich cua
c6. Té6i mudn c6 tham gia.”

Vi tham vong hay y thitc hé day? Rhyme tw hoi, mat nhin lwét qua thé
trang nhd bé nhung khoe khoan ctia Nance Laurel, véi mai toc citng do,
ngon tay va mong tay cun thiéu nwéc son bong, ban chan nhé nhan trong
do6i giay thuc dung khéng day budc, trén giay la dung dich che vét tray da
dwgc boi k§ lwdng nhw 16p phan trén mdt ¢ ta. Anh thyc tinh khong thé
néi yéu to6 nao trong hai yéu td6 dé thic day cd ta, nhung c6 mot diéu anh
quan sat thay: Thuc ra anh da rung minh khi thdy sy thiéu vang dam mé
trong doi mat den cua co6 ta. Va khong dé gi lam Lincoln Rhyme rung
minh.

Trong khodng im lang tiép sau do, anh mat Sachs cham dnh mat Rhyme.
C6 dwong nhu cam nhan dugc anh rat mudn tham gia vu an nay. Va day
chinh la diém bung phat. Mt cai gat dau. “Toi tham gia,” ¢ noi.

“To6i nita.” Rhyme dang nhin, khong phdi nhin Myers hay Laurel ma la
Sachs. Nét mat cua anh noi: Cam on em.

“Va du khong ai yéu cau t6i,” Sellitto cau nhau néi, “nhwng t6i rat san
long pha me né sy nghiép ctia minh bang cach tébm c6 mot quan chitc lién
bang tham nién.”

R6i Rhyme néi, “T6i cho rang viéc can wu tién la bdo mat.”

“Chung ta phai gitt kin chuyén nay,” Laurel dap. “Bang khéng chitng c
sé bién mat dan. Nhung t6i nghi ching ta khong can phai lo vao thoi diém
nay. Trong van phong t6i, ching t6i da tim moi cach gidu kin vu an. T6i tin
chac NIOS khong biét gi vé cudc diéu tra dau.”
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Khi han 1ai chiéc xe mwgn tam dén mot con cat trén bai bién tdy nam cta
ddo New Providence, gan cong vién Clifton Heritage réng 16n, Jacob
Swann nghe tiéng bdo tin nhan tr dién thoai. Tin nay cap nhat vé cudc diéu
tra ctia canh sat tai New York veé cai chét cia Robert Moreno cung cac toi
danh &m muu. Swann sé nhan dwgc chi tiét trong vai tiéng téi, trong do sé
cO tén cac bén lién quan.

Nhanh that. Nhanh hon han so véi du kién caa han.

Han nghe mot tiéng thui tir cOp xe, noi Annette Bodel, c6 gai di€m xau
s0, bi cubén tron lai. Nhung chi 1a mot tiéng thui nhe nén chang ai khac
quanh dé nghe dugc, khong c6 nhém nguwoi nao tu tap luc rac hay di choi
bén dwong nhu thuwong thdy tai Bahamas, vira nhap bia Sands hay Kalik
vilra dua bon, budn chuyén, phan nan vé phu nit va ong chu. Cling khong cé
xe c0 trén duong hay ngudi di thuyén nao trén mat bién mau ngoc lam.

Vung Caribé ding la nguwgc ngao, Swann suy ngam khi han quan sat
xung quanh: mot san choi hao nhoang cho du khach, mét san ga tiéu diéu
cho cudc séng cua dan dia phwong. Sy tap trung do ca vao cai diém tra ma
tai d6 dong do la, dong euro giao v6i nganh dich vu va giai tri, bo lai hau
hét phan con lai cta dat nwéc nay mot cam giac kiét qué. Ciling giong nhw
mang dat day cat gan bai bién nay day, vueong vai rac, day co dai, oi a.

Han leo ra ngoai thoi vao gang tay dé lam mat doi tay dam mo hoi. Nong
bd me. Han tirng dén dia diém nay, vao tuan tredc. Sau mot phat sung
trrong hiém héc ma chinh xac da xé nat trai tim cua ngai Robert Moreno
phdn phic, Swann lai xe dén day chon mot it quan 4o va cac ching cw
khac. Han muon may thit d6 mai bi chon vui. Nhwng sau khi nhan dugce cai
tin la lung va dang lo la ddm c6ng t6 vién tai New York dang diéu tra cai
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chét ctia Moreno, han quyét dinh t6t nhat nén moi lai nhitng thit do6 réi phi
tang hiéu qua hon.

Nhung triede hét phai lam mot viéc vat khac... mot nhiém vu nita.

Swann buéc dén cop xe, md cOp ra roi liec xuong nhin Annette, dam 1€,
dam dia mo6 hoi, dau dén. Pang guong thé.

Han bén budc dén ghé sau, md va li 16i ra mot trong nhitng bao boi cta
minh, con dao dau bép han wa thich, hiéu Kai Shun Premier, thudc dong
dao xat cao cap. N6 dai khoang 23 phan va cé 16p dap tsuchime canh dao
ddc trung cta cong ty, duwgc thg rén & thi tran Seki cia Nhat dap bang bua.
Lu6i dao c6 mot 16i thép VG-10 cung 32 16p thép Damascus. Can dao lam
bang go6 6c chd. Con dao nay c6 gia 250 d6 la. Han c6 nhiéu kiéu dao cda
cung hang san xudt d6 véi du loai hinh dang va kich thwéc, phuc vu nhiéu
k¥ thuat lam bép khac nhau, nhung day la con dao han wa thich. Han nang
niu né nhw con mon vay. Han dung n6 dé rut xwong ca, dé thai thit bo
moéng dinh lam mon carpaccio va dé tao dong lyc cho con ngudi.

Swann di du lich cung con dao nay va nhiéu con khac trong mot ti dung
dao cii son hiéu Messermeister, cung hai quyén sach ndu an nhau nat - mot
quyén ctia James Beard va mot quyén cua dau bép Phap Michel Guérard,
bac thay vé am thue thon gon1l. Quan chitc hai quan doi nao lai dém xia
dén mot bé dao chuyén nghiép nhung chét nguwdi, duwgce goi trong mé hanh
ly ky gi bén canh mot quyén sach nau an. Va lai, khi han di cong tac xa
nha, nhitng con dao nay rat hitu dung, Jacob Swann thwong nau an, hon la
choi boi trong quan regu hay di xem phim mot minh. Chang han nhw rit
xuwong dé roi cat thit thanh khdi nhé dé lam mén ham vao tuan trude.

Ong hang thit bé béng cua toi, éng hang thit bé béng yéu ddu cua téi...

Han nghe mot tiéng dong khac, mot tiéng thich. Annette dang bat dau
gidy dap.

Swann trd lai cOp xe, nam téc 16i nang ra.

“Ac, ic, ac...”

DPay co ¢ la phién ban “khong, khong, khong” cua nang.
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Han tim thdy m6t cho 16m trén cat, xung quanh toan cay nho khang khiu
va trang hoang nao lon Kalik, nao chai Red Stripe, nao bao cao su vttt bira
va nhiéu mau thudc 14 dang phan hty. Han lan ngita nang ra r6i ngoi 1én
nguc nang.

Nhin quanh. Khéng cé ai. May tiéng thét yéu di nhiéu, do ci danh vao
hong, nhung cling khong tat han.

“May, anh sé hoi cung vai cau va cung phdi néi thanh 16i. Anh can cau
tra 101 ngay va luon. Cung noi thanh 101 dugc khong?”

“AC-”
“N6i ‘duwgc’ xem.”
“P...d...dugc.”

“T6t.” Han moi trong tdi ra mot to gidy lua Kleenex, doan kep miii nang
bang tay kia va khi nang m& miéng ra, han 1ay gidy lua chdp lay luwdi nang,
kéo dau lvdi qua moi hai phan. Bau nang lac dit doi, cho dén khi nang nhan
ra lac dau con dau hon bi han kep miii. Nang ép ban than binh tinh lai.

Jacob Swann vira nhich con dao Kai Shun t6i trede vira chiém nguong
lwGi dao va can dao. Dung cu ndu nwéng thwong nam trong so6 nhitng mon
do duogc thiét ké phong cach nhat. Anh ndng phan chiéu tit nira trén cta
lwGi dao - dwgc dap thanh nhiéu cho 16m - twa nhw dang nhap nhdy trén
song bién. Han can than dung mii dao vudt 1én dau lwdi cia nang, vach ra
mot vét hong sam nhung khong c6 mau.

Mot tiéng gi d6. Hinh nhu 1a “Xin anh.”

Ong hang thit bé béng. ..

Han nhd lai canh ca e vit chi vai tuan trwdc, bang chinh con dao nay,
rach ba khe rat nong dé m& dé chay hon dwdi ngon Iira nwéng. Han nhoai
nguoi téi. “Nghe cho k¥ day,” han ri tai. Miéng Swann gan tai nang va han
cam nhan lan da néng hyc cia nang cham vao ma han.

Hét nhu tuan trudce.

That ra thi, dai khai nhw tuan trudce.
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Pai ay Bill Myers da cham diit mdy 16i dong dai chéi tai ctia 6ng ta roi
rat di, sau khi trao chiéc gdy nhac trwédng cia vu an cho Rhyme va dong
doi.

Mac du diéu tra toi am mwu vu Moreno, vé mot s6 phuwong dién, 1a mot
cong viéc do so, nhung twu trung lai n6 cling chi la mot vu binh thwong
trong s0 hang nghin vu trong an dang dwoc diéu tra tai New York, nhiéu vu
viéc khac chac chan van dang vay goi 6ng dai uy va cai Pon vi Cong tac
DPac biét bi an ctia 6ng ta.

Rhyme cfing cho rang néu la anh, anh cling mu6n tranh xa vu nay. Myers
da ho trg cho c6 cong t6 vién - ai & cap bac Dai uy tat phai lam vay, canh
sat va cong t0 vién von la cdp song sinh lién than - nhuwng bay gio chinh la
thoi khac dé Myers hwéng téi mot noi chwa hé 16. Rhyme nghi dén cai
tham vong chinh tri ma trweédc d6 anh da ngri dwgc va néu ding nhu vay,
ong quan nay sé ¢ ngoai cudc xem vu viéc duge thao mé nhw thé nao. Sau
dé6 ong ta sé€ quay trd lai buc trong vinh quang, kip ltic cho bu6i ap giai nghi
can'2]. Hojc 1in mat tim néu vu 4n bung né thanh mot con 4c mong vé
quan hé cong chung. Mot kich ban rit cé kha nang xay ra.

Rhyme chang ban tam. That ra, anh ha da khi thdy Myers di. Anh chang
lam dwgc gi ra hon khi cé bat ky tay dau bép nao khac trong nha bép.

Lon Sellitto di nhién & lai. V& mat ly thuyét, anh ta la diéu tra vién chinh,
nhung luc nay Sellitto dang ngo6i trén mot chiéc ghé may cot ket, phan van
minh c6 nén an mot cai banh muffin trén khay do diém tam khong, mac du
anh ta dd gdm mat ni¥ta miéng banh ngot Pan Mach. Nhung sau do Sellitto
thét bung lai hai lan, nhw muon truyén tai thong diép la minh da sut da ky
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theo ché d6 an kiéng thoi thwgng mdi nhat nén anh ta xitng dang dwoc an
cho banh ngot nay. Ngwgc lai thi cé.

“Co biét gi vé cai ga diéu hanh NIOS nay?” Sellitto hoi Laurel. “Tén la
Metzger thi phai?”

Co ta lap lai lan nita ma khong can xem tai liéu: “B6n muoi ba tudi. Ba
ly hén. Vo cii l1a luat su tw, Pho Wall. Y hoc Harvard ra, theo chwong trinh
Pao tao ST quan Dy bi. Sau d6 vao quan doi, dén Iraq. Vao la trung 1y, ra la
dai tly. Nghe don y con mudén thang cdp cao nita nhung bi hong ngang vi
mot s6 van de, dé lat t6i ké thém. Gidi ngli, vao hoc truong Yale, 1ay bang
thac si chinh sach cong vdi bang luat. Vao Bo Ngoai giao, r6i gia nhap
NIOS cach day 5 nam trong vai tro giam doc diéu phéi. Khi cuc trudng
NIOS bay gid nghi hwu vao nam ngoai, Metzger thé chitc ctia 6ng ay, mac
du y 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi tré tudi nhat trong ban quan tri. Ngudi ta noi
la khong gi ngan dugc y ndm quyén chi huy hét.”

“Con cai thi sao?” Sachs hoi.

“Ha?” Laurel dap.

“Metzger c6 con cai khong?”

“0, cd nghi 6 nguoi ding con ci cta y dé gay ap luc cho y, budc y phai
thi hanh nhitng nhiém vu bat lwvong ha?”

“Khong phai,” Sachs néi. “T6i chi thac mac y cé con cai hay khong
th6i.”

Laurel chép mat mét cai. Pén ltic nay c6 ta méGi tham khéo tai liéu. “Co
mot trai, mot gai. Hoc cap II. Y khong c6 quyén nudi dudng trong mot
nam. Gio thi y cling c6 mot s6 quyén tham con nhung tui nhé & véi me la
chu yéu. Metzger thi con hon ca diéu hau. Y chinh miéng néi la néu duoc
thi y da danh bom hat nhan vao Afghanistan vao ngay 12 thang 9 nam 2001
r6i. Y chang ngai ndi thang ra la chiing ta c6 quyén danh pha dau dé tiéu
diét ké thu. Ké thu truyén kiép cta y la cong dan My nao tirng ra nuGc
ngoai va tham gia vao cac hoat dong ma y xem la phan qudc, chang han
nhw tham gia phién quan hoac 1én tiéng ting ho cdc nhom khung bd. Nhung
do6 la quan diém chinh tri cia y nén t6i chang quan tam.” Mot khodng nghi.
“T6 chat quan trong hon cua y la khong 6n dinh vé mat tam than.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Sao lai thé?” Sellitto hoi.

Rhyme dang bat dau mat kién nhan. Anh mudn xét dén cac yéu t6 phap y
cua vu an.

Nhung vi ca Sachs lan Sellitto déu luon ti€p can vu an “mot cach toan
cuc”, néi theo kiéu cta 6ng dai iy Myers, nén anh dé Laurel tiép tuc con
anh c6 gang t6 vé cham chu.

Co ta ndi, “Bay lau y c6 van dé vé cam xuc. Chu yéu la hay ndi néng.
T6i nghi néng gian la nguyén nhan chinh sai khién y. Tuy y gidi ngii vGi
thanh tich to6t nhung Iic con trong quan doi, y cling da néi néng gan chuc
ban lam ton hai dén sw nghiép ban than & ddy. Nhitng con 16i dinh, thinh
nd, mudn goi sao tiy moi ngwoi. Hoan toan mat tw chu. Y cé lan phéi nhap
vién nita. Kho khan lam t6i m&i khai thac dugc mot s6 ho so cho thay y van
con di kham bac si tdm than va mua thuéc uéng. Y bi canh sat tam gii vai
lan vi lau lau lai 1én con dién. Nhung chwa hé bi truy t6. Noi trang ra, toi
nghi nhan cach cta y sap cham ngudng hoang twéng. Khéng phai bi tam
than nhung nhét dinh bi do twdng va nghién ngdp - nghién con gian. Chinh
xac hon la nghién phéan tng véi con gian. Theo nhitng gi t6i nghién cttu vé
de tai nay, thi cdm giac nhe nhdm cé duwgce khi ta xa gian rat gdy nghién.
Nhu ma tiy vay. Chac viéc ra 1énh cho mét ké ban tia trir khir ngwdi ma
Metzger cam ghét lam y phé lam day.”

Qua la c6 nghién cttu. C6 ta ndi c¥ nhu bac si tam than dang 1én 16p sinh
vien vay.

“Vay sao y lai c6 cong viéc nay?” Sachs hoi.

Mot cau héi ma Rhyme da nghi dén truwée do.

“Béi vi y giét ngudi cue ky, cwe ky giéi. It ra thi hd so tai ngil cia y cho
thdy nhw vay.” Laurel tiép tuc, “Mudn cho ban hoi tham xem két qua thw
nghiém toan dién nhan cach cua y sé rat kho nhung t6i sé tim cach. Cau troi
cho y ra buc nhan chitng. T6i sé dwgc dip cho ban hoi tham chitng kién mot
con thinh ng.” Cé li€c nhin Rhyme r6i sang Sachs. “Khi hai ngudi theo
dudi vu diéu tra nay, tdi mudn hai ngwoi tim ra bat ky thit gi cho thay tinh
trang mat 6n dinh ctia Metzger, khuynh hwéng noi gian va khuynh huéng
hung hang cua y.”
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Gio day lai c6 mot khoang nghi tridc cau dap cua Sachs. “Vay co hoi
mo am, c6 co thay vay khéng?”

Cudc chién cua nhitng khoang lang. “T6i chwa hiéu y ¢6.”

“T6i chang biét phai tim ra loai chitng c phap y nao mégi chitng minh
dwgc ga nay hay noi xung nita.”

“T6i chwa nghi dén phap y. Toi chi nghi dén cong tac diéu tra chung
chung théi.” C6 phé cong t6 vién quan dang nguwdc 1én nhin Sachs - nit
tham t* nay cao hon Laurel khodng hai mwoi phan. “Cap trén danh gia c6
rat cao trong linh virc phac thao tam ly va tham van nhan chitng cta minh.
Toi tin chac c6 mudn tim gi la tim dugc.”

Sachs nghiéng dau mot chit, mat nhiu lai. Ca Rhyme ciing ngac nhién
khi thay c6 pho6 cong t6 vién quan nay da diéu tra ly lich Sachs - va c6 1€ ca
ly lich cua nha khoa hoc hinh sy la anh nita.

Nghién cutu...

“Vay day.” Laurel dot nhién thot ra.

Vu viéc thé la xong, ho sé tim kiém chitng ct chithg minh sy mat 6n
dinh. Hiéu roi.

biéu dudng ctia Rhyme xudt hién & goc phong. Cau mang dén mot binh
ca phé mdi pha. Nha khoa hoc hinh sy gidi thiéu cau ta. Anh dé y thay bo
mdt tién son phan ctia Nance Laurel thoang lay dong khi c6 ta thady Thom.
Sy chu tdm hién r6 trong mat c6 ta - tuy nguwoi phu nit nay khong deo chiéc
nhan cwdi hay nhan dinh hon, nhung Thom Reston khong phai mau ngudoi
trong ma cta phu nit, dau cau ta dién trai va c6 duyén dén dau. Nhung mat
ch6c sau, Rhyme két luan phan ng cta c6 ta khéng phéi do sitc hit cta
cau ho ly ma vi cau ta giong mot ngudi c6 ta quen hodc titng quen than.

Cudi cung cling roi mat khoi cau thanh nién, Laurel tir ch6i ca phé, nhw
thé nuéng chiéu ban than khi lam viéc la vi pham dao ditrc nghé nghiép. Co6
ta luc trong cap hoé so td tung ctia minh, bén trong dugc sap xép ngan nap
hoan toan. Cac thé ngan ho so stt dung nhiéu mau dé phan loai va anh chad y
hai chiéc may vi tinh, cdp mat ctia ching nhdp nhay dén mau cam & ché do
ngu dong. Co ta 16i ra mot tai liéu.
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“Bay gig,” c6 ta ngwdc mat 1én hoi, “moi nguwdi c6 mudn xem chi 1énh
khtr khong?”
Ai lai danh noi khong?
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“Tat nhién bon ho khong goi day la ‘chi 1énh khit’,” Nance Laurel cam
doan. “D6 la cach goi tat thoi. Thuat nglt dung la ‘STO’, Ménh lénh Dac
nhiém.”

“Nghe con té hon,” Lon Sellitto néi. “Lam nhut minh sach sé lam ay.
Thay ghe.”

Rhyme dong y.

Laurel trao cho Sachs ba td gidy. “Phién c6 dan 1én bang, dé tit ca ching
ta cung xem.”

Sachs do dv r6i lam theo yéu cau.

Laurel gb vao t¢ gidy tht nhat. “Pay la email ma van phong ching t6i
nhan duvgc vao thit Nam tuan réi, ngay 11.”

Xem tin tirc vé Robert Moreno di. Ddy la chi lénh ddng sau né. Cdp Hai
la cuc truéng NIOS duong nhiém. Thi hanh chi lénh nay la y cta y. Moreno
la cong dan My. THNY nghia la thiét hai ngogi y. Don Bruns la mat danh
cua ST quan dd giét anh ta.

— Mot nguoi co luvong tam.

“Chuing toi sé truy ra nguén goc email nay,” Rhyme néi. “Rodney.” Mot
cai liéc veé phia Sachs, c6 gat dau.

Co giai thich v6i Laurel rang ho thuong xuyén lam viéc vGi don vi toi
pham dién t trong S& canh sat New York. “To6i sé giti ho yéu cau. Co6 cé
email nay ¢ dang dién t& khong?”

Laurel moi mét bao Baggiel!3! chita mét thé nhd ra khéi cidp ho so cia
minh. Rhyme rat dn twgng khi thdy mot tdm thé theo dodi quy trinh st dung
chitng c@ dugc dinh vao d6. Co vira trao n6 cho Sachs vira n6i, “Phién

»

co...
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Co tham tr lién ghi v6i tén minh 1én tam thé.

Sachs cam thé nhé vao canh bén mdy tinh ctia minh roi bat dau go.

“Nhé& noi voi ho bado mat la viéc wu tién.”

Sachs néi ma khong can nhin 1én, “T6i c6 noéi trong doan dau roi.” Mot
lat sau co gwri yéu cau nay dén Pon vi Toi pham dién tu.

“Mat danh nghe quen lam,” Sellitto chi ra. “Bruns, Bruns...”

“Chac tén ban tia thich nhac dong qué Vién Tay,” Sachs dap. “Cé mot
ong Don Bruns la nhac si kiém ca si, hat dan ca, nhac dong qué Vién Tay.
Ciing kha hay.”

Laurel ngang dau 1én nhw mu6n n6i minh chwa bao gio nghe nhac nhéo
gi, huéng h6 dong nhac sinh dong nhw dong qué Vién Tay.

“Kiém tra bén Cuc Thong tin,” Rhyme néi. “Khai thac tir khéa ‘Bruns’.
Néu la diép vién nam vung khong chinh thitc thi han nhat dinh con hién
dién trong thé gidi thuc.”

Cac diép vién hoat dong nam viung khong chinh thitc van sé hitu thé tin
dung va ho chiéu - c6 thé - cho phép truy ra duwong di nwdc buwdc cia ho,
tiét 10 manh moi vé than phan that cia ho. Cuc Thong tin 1a mot bo phan
mdi cia S& canh sat New York, mot don vi khai thac thong tin d6 so, mot
trong nhitng don vi tot nhat nwéc My.

Trong khi Sachs gtri yéu cau, Laurel quay tr@ lai bang r6i go vao to thit
hai ma Sachs da dan 1én do. “Con day chinh la chi lénh kht.”

TUYET MAT - TUYET MAT - TUYET MAT

Meénh Lénh Pac Nhiém

Hang cho

. 8/27

Nhiém vu: Robert A. Moreno (ma NIOS: ram278e4w5)

Sinh: 4/75, New Jersey

Thai han: 8/5-9/5

Phé chuan:

Cap Hai: Duyét

Cap Mot: Duyét

Tai liéu cung c6: Xem “A”
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Can xac nhan: Cé

Can ma dinh danh: Co6

THNY: Phé chuan, nhung giam thiéu

Chi tiét:

Chuyén vién thwe hién: Don Bruns, Buong Khit, Khach san South Cove,
Bahamas, day phong 1200

Tinh trang: Ba dong

*9/27

Nhiém vu: Al-Barani Rashid (ma NIOS: abr942pd5t)

Sinh: 2/73, Michigan

Thoi han: 19/5

Phé chuan:

Cap Hai: Duyét

Cap Maot: Duyét

Tai liéu cing c6: Khong bat budc

Can xac nhan: Khong

Can ma dinh danh: C6

THNY: Phé chuan, nhung giam thiéu

Chi tiét: Cung cap sau

Tinh trang: Cho thi hanh

Tai liéu con lai trén bang c6 dau dé “A”. Tai liéu nay cung cap thong tin
ma Nance Laurel da dé cap truéc dd, cac dit liéu cung co vé cac kién hang
phan bén, nhién liéu diézen va hoa chat giti dén Bahamas. Céc kién hang
nay c6 xudt xt tir Corinto, Nicaragua va Caracas.

Laurel hat dau vé phia chiéc thé nh@, hién van dang cam vao may tinh
gan do. “Ké t6 giac con gti mot tép .wav ghi am lai mét cude dién thoai
hodc dién dam v6 tuyén vdi ké ban tia, c6 vé nhu tir chi huy cta han. Cudc
noi chuyén nay dién ra ngay tredc vu no stng.” Co ta nhin Sachs mét cach
trong doi, Sachs nghi m6t hoi r6i lai ngéi xuéng may tinh. C6 danh may.
Mot lat sau, mdt trao doi ngan phat ra tit cap loa 1éo nhéo.

“Hinh nhu ¢6 hai, khong, ba nguoi trong phong.”

“Anh co6 nhdn dién chdc chan la Moreno khong?”
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“Dé6 la... hoi bi choi. buoc roéi, do roi. Co. Téi nhan dién dugc nhiém
vu. T6i thdy y roi.”

ROi cudc dién dam két thic. Rhyme toan bdo Sachs chay chuwong trinh
phan tich giong n6i nhung c¢6 da lam xong. Anh néi, “Diém nay khong
chitng minh dwgc han tan tay bép co nhung cho thay han c6 lién quan. Bay
gio ching ta chi can tim ra nguwdi nao c6 giong nay.”

“Chuyen vien,” Laurel chi ra. “Hinh nhv la chitc danh chinh thic cta
nhitng ké am sat.”

“Sao lai c6 ma NIOS?” Sellitto hai.

“Co 1é& dé chac chan la ching tim diung ngudi tén R. A. Moreno. Néu
nham lan thi xau mat lam.” Rhyme doc. “Hay ho la ké t6 giac khong cho ta
biét tén tay stng.”

“Chac ga khong biét,” Sellitto néi.

Sachs: “C6 vé ga biét moi chuyén khac. Lwong tam cta ga cling co
chttng myc th6éi. G& mudn vach mat ngwoi ditng dau t6 chic nhung lai
dong cam vaGi ké nhan nhiém vu no stng.”

Laurel néi, “T6i dong y. Ké t6 giac phai biét. T6i cling muon truy ra ga.
Khong phdéi dé truy t6 ma dé khai thac thong tin thdi. Ga la manh moi t6t
nhat dan t6i ké ban tia - khong c6 ké ban tia thi khong c6 t6i am muu va
cling khong co6 vu an nay.”

Sachs no6i, “Cho du ta tim dugc thi ga cling khong san long tiét 16 gi dau.
Néu ga chiu tiét 16 thi da n6i ludn r6i.”

Laurel dap mot cach lo dang, “Cit giao ké t6 gidc cho toi... roi ga sé néi
thoi. Nhat dinh sé no6i.”

Sachs hoi, “Con viéc diéu tra Metzger vé cac nan nhan con lai thi sao?
Nguoi vé si va ong phong vien, de la Rua thi phai?”

“Khong, vi chi c6 Moreno dugc goi dich danh trong chi 1énh khtr con hai
nguoi kia la thiét hai ngoai y nén ching t6i khong muén lam r6i ren sy
viéc.”

Vé mdt chua chat ctia Sachs nhv muén noi: Nhung hai nguwoi do cling
chét khac gi muc tiéu dau chit. Khéng duge lam réi ban hoi tham yéu quy
chi gi?
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Rhyme no6i, “Cho t6i chi tiét cia chinh vu 4n mang di.”

“Chung ta co6 rat it thong tin. Canh sat Bahamas cé dwa cho ching toi
mot bao cdo so by, r6i sau dé chang nghe tin titc gi tir ho nita. Ho khong tra
10i dién thoai. Chuing ta chi biét 1a Moreno dang & trong day phong khach
san cta anh ta thi bi ban.” Co ta chi vao ban chi lénh STO. “Day 1200.
Buong Kht, bon ho goi vay. Ké ban tia no sung tir mot go dat cach khach
san khoang 1.800 mét.”

“Cha, phat sung dung la Igi hai,” Sachs noi, may nhiu lén. Co cling la
mot xa thu, thwdng xuyén tranh tai trong cac cudc thi ban sting va git ki luc
tai S& canh sat New York lan cac gidi dau tw, cé diéu c6 thich dung sting
luc hon sung treong. “Chung toi goi do la vién dan nghin do. Ki luc hién tai
ctia mOt nguwoi ban tia vao khodng 2.300 mét. Du la ai di nita thi tay stng
nay cling co6 chut ky nang.”

“Vay thi tot cho ching ta ch sao,” Laurel tiép tuc. “Thu hep s6 lwgng
nghi can.”

bing vay, Rhyme suy ngam. “Chung ta con biét gi nira?”

“Hét r6i.”

Vay thoi? Mot vai bi'c email, mot tai liéu chinh phua bi ro ri, danh tinh
mot ké chi mwu. Con thit Rhyme can nhat lai thi€u ranh ranh: chitng ct.

Chitng ctt dang nam dau dé cach day hang tram cay s6, @ mot vung phap
ly khéc - khong ding, @ mot quoc gia khac.

Anh day, mot chuyén gia hién treong vu an lai thiéu hién treong vu an.
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Shreve Metzger ng6i & ban lam viéc cua y tai Manhattan Ha, bat dong,
gitta lic mot sgi nang s6m, phan chiéu qua mot toa nha cao tang gan do, roi
ngang canh tay va nguc y.

Nhin cham cham dong séng Hudson, y dang nh¢ lai noi khiép dam hom
qua khi doc tin nhan ma héa do bd phan do thdm ctia NIOS gui dén. To
chitc nay ching diéu luyén hon t6 chitc ctia CIA hay NSA4] nhuwng lai
khong qué 19 lidu, nén it bi sy phién phitc ctia 1énh kham xét FISAIL! nay
no bé budc. Bdi thé ma chat lvgng tin tinh bao ctia né la vang.

HOm qua, x€ trra Chu nhat, Metzger dén xem tran bong da ctia dita con
gai, mot tran dau quan trong - dau véi doi Wolverines, mot doi thu dang
gom. Pung hong bao y roi bé chd ghé ngay chinh giita khan dai nay vi bat
ky thit gi. Hé nhac tGi con cai la y dé dat, y biét qua ro diéu nay.

Nhung khi y deo vao cap kinh gong nhe ctia minh - sau khi lau sach mat
kinh - r6i doc nhitng dong chit rac roéi, ray ra, dén mic gay choang thi Khoi
hinh thanh, nhanh va dac sét, giong chat keo hon 1a hoi nuwéc, roi ndé quan
quanh y. Ngot ngat. Y bong dung rung minh, ham nghién chat, tay siét chat,
tim that chat.

Metzger doc di doc lai: Minh chiu dugc ma. Cong viéc phai vay thoi.
Minh biét c6 nguy co bi phat hién. Y tw nhac nhé ban than: Khéi khong
dinh nghia ta, n6 khong phai mot phan cda ta. Mu6n thi ta c6 thé tha tr6i
nd. Nhung ta phdi mu6én mdéi dugc. C& budong xa di.

Y binh tam mot chut, cac ngén tay buong loi go go 1én cai chan xuwong
xau trong chiéc quan tdy (nhitng 6ng b béng dall®! khac déu mic quan
jean nhung y khong cé co hoi thay quan ao gitta gio lam tir van phong sang
san bong). Metzger cao gan mot mét tam va nang gan bay chuc ki. Hoi nho
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thi béo 1, nhung gio day y da tan bét trong lwong va khong bao gio dé no
quay trd lai. Mai t6c nau dang thwa dan cta y hoi dai so véi mot cong chikc
nhung y thich phong cach nay nén chang buén thay doi.

HOm qua, trong lic y cat dién thoai di thi c6 nhé trung vé mudi hai tuoi
quay vé phia khu vyc khan dai mim cwoi vGi y. Metzger cwdi nhan nhé dap
lai. Cai cuoi gia doi va chac Katie cling biét. Phai chi nguoi ta ban rugu
scotch @ day, nhung day la truong cdp II tai Bronxville, New York, nén liéu
manh nhat trén thwe don cling chi 1a caffein, mac du banh quy va mdy em
toc vang tuyét cu meéo cua Hoi Phu huynh - Gido vién trvtong Woodrow
Wilson ciing lam ngudi ta ngay ngat.

Du sao thi regu manh cling khong phai 1a cach danh bai Khoi.

Béc si Fischer, t6i tin 6ng. Chac vay.

T6i qua y da quay lai van phong r6i c6 gang ly gidi cai tin d6: Mot tay
pho cong t6 vién quan suc so6i khi thé nao ddy tai Manhattan dang deo bam
y dé diéu tra vé cai chét cia Moreno. Ban than ciing la luat sw, Metzger
cong don lai tat ca cac tdi danh kha di thi nhan ra cai dui cui to nhat, nang
nhat giang vao dau y la t6i am muu.

Vay con sttng sét hon khi biét do Ménh 1énh Bac nhiém bi ro ri ma van
phong cong té quan da biét vé cai chét cia Moreno.

Thang t6 giac dang chét!

Théng phan phic. Phan tao, phan NIOS, t& nhat 1a phan ca dan toc. Ai
cha, nghi vay khién Khoi quay tr¢ lai. Y muwong tuwgng canh tan tay dung
xéng danh thang hodc con cong t6 vién ay dén chét - y nao biét con thinh
nd cua minh c6 muon hinh van trang ra sao. Va cdi vién canh nay, hét sitc
mau me kém theo nhac nén ghé rgn, khién nguoi ta vira do dan vira thoa
thé dén tan tdm can bang sy sinh dong va dai dang cta né.

Khi da binh tdm, Metzger bat tay vao viéc, goi dién thoai va gii nhitng
tin nhan boc trong 16p kén cta cong nghé ma héa siéu viét, vGi mong mudn
doc hét stre dé xw 1y van de.

Lic nay day, sang thit Hai, y quay mat khoi con song roi dudi nguai.
May moc trong co thé y it nhiéu van chay tot, sau khi y ngti dwgc tong cong
bon tiéng (qua té, vi sy kiét qué chi to tiép sttc cho Khéi) roi tam tap trong
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phong tap thé duc cia NIOS. Trong van phong 6x6 mét trong tron ngoai trir
két sat, td, may tinh, mot vai tdim anh, sach va ban do, Metzger nham nhi
tach ca phé sita kifu Y ctia minh. Y ciing mua cho ba trg Iy mét tach nhu
thé - chia Ruth thi pha thém sita dau nanh. Y ty héi c6 nén thi loai dé
khong. Ba ay cho rang dau nanh la mot chat an than.

Y nhin tdm anh déng khung chup may cha con y di nghi mat tai Boon,
Bac Carolina. Y nh@ lai chuyén cwdi ngwa tai khu viee chuéng ngwa danh
cho du khach. Sau d6 mot nhan vién da chup cho ba cha con tdm anh ki
niém nay. Metzger chu y thdy cai may anh ma tay nhan vién mac do6 cao boi
no da dung la may Nikon, chinh céi cong ty ché tao 6ng ngam ma linh ban
tia cia y st dung tai Iraq. Cu thé thi y dang nhé lai canh mét tay linh cta y
ban mot vién .388 Lapua 8,56 li cach 1,7 cdy s6 vao vai mét tén Iraq sap
kich n6 mot thiét bi n6 tw ché. Chang nhw phim anh, mot vién dan nhw thé
tring vao cho nao cling giét dugc ta. Vai, chan, bat ky cho nao. Tén phién
quan dé chi don gidn la tan xac r6i ngad phich xudéng cat, con Shreve
Metzger thi thd phao trong sy binh yén va han hoan am ap.

Cudi 1én di, 6ng Metzger. Ong cé nhitng dita con that dé thuong. Ong
muon 3 tdm anh kho thuwong va mét chuc tam khé bé vi khong?

Khong c6 Khai bén trong y lic y 1én ké hoach lan thi hanh ké hoach
hanh quyét mét ké phan phic. Hoan toan khong. Y ké vay véi bac si
Fischer. Vi bac si tdm than nom khé & nén hai nguwdi khong di sau vao chu
de do nitra.

Metzger liéc nhin may tinh va chiéc dién thoai ma thuat ciia minh.

Cdp mat nhot nhat ctia y - mot mau hat phi y chang thich thad gi, xanh luc
pha vang, tréng bénh hoan - lai nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 ngam lat cat song
Hudson treéc mat, cai quang canh hién hitu nhd mét mé ké tam than ngu
si, vao mot ngay thang Chin quang dang, da pha bo nhitng toa nha can thiép
vao khung canh tuyét mi nay. Nhitng ké, tredc mat mat ti* nhitng nguoi
dong bao con song so6t cta bon ching, da day Metzger vao cai nghé mdi
cuay.

Trwdc nhitng suy nghi nay, Khéi c6 dac lai, nhe van thwong ¢6 dac moi
khi y nghi vé ngay 11 thang 9. Cac ky tc vé ngay hom ay néu trudc day
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lam y suy nhuoc thi gio day chi lam y nhoéi Ién mot con dau rat bong.

Buong xa di...

biéen thoai reo. Y xem nguwoi goi, cai tén hién lén, c6 nghia dai khai la:
Toi me anh roi.

“Metzger day.”

“Shreve!” nguoi goi thét 1én han hoan. “Anh khoe khong? Cht nhat ca
thang vira roi chura tan gau vdi anh.”

Metzger xwa nay khong thich Phu thuy xir Oz. Khong thich chinh nhan
vat Phu thay (chit bé phim thi y kha thich). Lao ta 1én lut, gioéi sai khién
ngwoi khac, doc doan, lira loc dé 1én ngobi... vay ma van chi huy toan bo
quyeén lyc ¢ vung dat nay.

Giong hét cai lao dang néi chuyén dién thoai véi y.

Lao Phu thuy cua riéeng y dang qud, “Anh khong goi cho toi, Shreve.”

“T6i van dang thu thap dit kién,” y n6i véi ldo, m6t ngudi tinh co dang &
cach d6 hon 400 cdy so, vé phia nam, tai Washington, DC. “Con nhiéu
chuyén ching ta chwa biét lam.”

Cau néi rong tuéch. Nhung y khong ro Phu thuy da biét dugc bao nhiéu.
Bdi thé nén y sé di theo huéng lap ling.

“Co phai cai tin tinh bao sai be bét vé Moreno khong, Shreve?”

“Chac vay.”

Phu thay: “Chuyén do thwong thoi. Hoan toan binh thuong. Cai nganh
nghé cua chung ta dién khung thé ddy. Toan bd tin tinh bao ctia anh déu
chuan xac, kiém tra nhitng hai, ba lan day.”

Cua anh...

Lua céi tr cling thang thirng that.

“T4t nhién roi.”

Phu thiy khong nhac Metzger nhé lai cu thé chuyén y da bao dam véi
130 1a céi chét ciia Moreno rat can thiét dé cttu nhiéu mang ngudi bdi tén
kiéu dan nay sap cho noé tung tru s¢ Cong ty Dau My tai Miami. Trong khi
thue té€ chuyén xdy ra té lam cling chi 1a mot nguwdi phu nit biéu tinh ném
treegt ca chua nham vao mot canh sat.
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Nhuwng hé c¢6 Phu thiy thi cudc néi chuyén nao phan 16n cling ham chita
an y va nhitrng 10i cta lao - hodc nhitng 10i lao khong néi - dwong nhu cang
nham thang vao cai an y ay.

Metzger lam viéc vé6i ldo cling nhiéu nam. Ho khong gap mat thuong
xuyén nhuwng hé c6 dip gap thi cai ldo phwong phi, twoi cwdi nay luén mac
vai xéc lam, bat ké la moén gi, va doi tat c6 hoa tiét an twgng, cung mot
chiéc kep hinh co0 My trén ve 4o. Lao chwa bao gio gap van dé nhw
Metzger, van dé mang tén “Khoi”, nén hé néi chuyén la lao luon dung chat
giong diém tinh nhat.

“Khi dy ta phai hanh dong nhanh,” Metzger n6i ma trong long buc doc vi
dang & thé phong ngy. “Nhung ta biét Moreno la mot mé6i hoa. Han cap
tién cho khung bd, han ung hé buén ban vii khi, may doanh nghiép cta han
rira tién, da th@.”

Metzger tu stta 10i: Moreno titng 1a mot moi hoa. Han bi ban chét r6i.

Phu thuy x Washington noéi ti€p bang cai giong dudong mat cua ldo,
“Po6i khi anh phai hanh dong nhanh, Shreve, that vay. Cai nganh dién r6.”

Metzger ldy ra mot cai bAam moéng tay r6i bat tay vao viéc. Y xén cham
rai. Nho vay ma Khoéi khéng hinh thanh, trong choc lat. Bam méng tay nhw
thé nay that ky quac nhuwng con do hon ngau nghién khoai tay chién va
banh quy. Va quat nat vg con.

Phu thuy bit lai 6ng nghe r6i néi chuyén ri ram vdéi ai do.

Ké quai nao dang trong phong vdi ldo? Metzger tw hoi. Tredng cong to
vien ching? Mot ngudi tir Pai 16 PennsylvaniallZ! ching?

Khi Phu thuy tré lai dwong day dién thoai, 1do hoi, “Roi ching tdi nghe
néi ngwoi ta dang diéu tra it nhiéu ha?”

Vay la. Me n6. Lao c6 biét. Lam thé nao ma tin nay lai lot ra ngoai? Ro
ri thong tin, doi vGi cong viéc minh dang lam, la moi de doa nghiém trong
chang khac gi bon khting bo.

Khoi, nghi ngut.

“Hinh nhu vay.”
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Mot khoang nghi, 16 rang nhw mudn héi: R6i anh dinh khi nao dé cap
chuyén nay vdi chung toi day, Shreve? Song cau hoi t* miéng Phu thuy ra
lai la: “Céanh sat chang?”

“Sa Canh sat New York, ding vay. Khong phai bon lien bang. Nhung ta
c6 co sd vitng chac dé ap dung luat mién t6.” Tam bang luat ctia Metzger
tuy bam bui da nhiéu nam nhung y da tra ctitu vu an Neagle va cac vu lién
quan rat ky cang trwdc khi nhan viéc ¢ day. Y c6 thé doc thudc lau phéan
quyét cta vu do trong khi ngt: Quan chitc lién bang khong thé bi truy t6 vé
cac t0i cap bang, mién la ho hoat dong trong tham quyeén.

“A, ding, mién t6,” Phu thiy néi. “T4t nhién, ching t6i nghién citu van
de day ro6i.”

ROi u? Nhung Metzger khong 1dy gi lam la lam.

Mot khodng lang nguong ngdp. “Anh vui vi moi thit déu da nam trong
tham quyén, phai khong Shreve?”

“Phai.”

Lam on, xin troi, cho toi gitt Khoi bén trong luc nay.

“T6t 1am. Bruns chinh la chuyén vién thi hanh, ding chwa?”

Qua dién thoai, hodc khong dung tén, hodc dung mat danh, bat luan dién
thoai dwgc ma héa tot dén may.

«(y »

“Canh sat n6i chuyén véi han chwa?”

“Chua. Han nguy trang k§ lam. D6 ai tim dwoc.”

“Téat nhién t6i khong can phai néi - han biét phai can than ma.”

“Han dang rat than trong. Ai cling phai vy ma.”

Mot khodng nghi. “Cha, no6i vé vu day thé la da. To6i dé cho anh lo.”

“Toi lam dwgc ma.”

“T6t. Bai vi tinh hinh 1a ty ban Tinh bao da da dong dén van dé ngan
sach r6i. Ty nhién lai néu ra. Chang hiéu nita. Chwa 1én lich gi cd nhung
anh biét mdy cai uy ban day r6i. Liic nao ciling giam sat tién di dau. Va toi
chi mu6n néi anh biét 1a, vi mot ly do nao day - néi la thay phat buc roi -
NIOS dang trong tam ngam ctia bon ho.”

Khong c6 Khoi nhung Metzger chung hirng. Y khong noi dugce gi.
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Phu thay san t6i. “Tao lao, ding khong? Anh biét ching t6i da dau tranh
cuc kho dé cho t6 chitc ctia anh van hanh tron tru ma. Mot s6 ngwoi lic dé
cling kha lo ngai vé t6 chitc nay.” Mot tiéng cuwdi khan. “Cac dong chi canh
ta ctia chung t6i khong thich y twdng ctia anh da danh. Con mét s6 dong chi
phia bén kia lai khong muén anh giat viéc ctia Langley!18 va Lau Nam
Géc. Bang nao ciing chét ca.

“Sao ciing dwgc. Chic ciing ching cé chuyén gi dau. A, tién. Sao liic ndo
chung quy lai ciing la tién nhi? Ma Katie va Seth khoe khong?”

“Tui no khoe. Cam on 6ng da hoi tham.”

“Vay thi tot. Di day, Shreve.”

Ho ngat may.

Oi, me kiép.

Xti quay that.

biéu ma lao Phu thiy han hoan cung bo canh Phu thiy bang vai xéc lam,
doi tat loe loet va cap mat sam sac nhw dao cao ctda ldo that sy mudn noi
ndy gio la: Anh da triv khit mét cong dan My trén co sé tinh bao sai va néu
vu viéc duge dwa ra xét xit tai toa cap bang thi n6 sé lan téi tan xi¢ Oz.
Nhiéu nguoi tai tha do sé dé mat k§ dén New York va két qua cta sw vu
Moreno. Bon ho hoan toan san sang phai mot tay sung riéng - tat nhién hiéu
theo nghia bong, dudi dang mot ngan sach bi tham hut - bam riét NIOS.
Cuc sé pha san sau sau thang.

Va toan b6 vu viéc nhé ra da ngua yén, néu khong c6 ké t6 giac.

Tén phan bai.

Bi Khoi lam mu quang, Metzger goi dién thoai ndi bo dén trg ly cta y roi
lai nhac Ién tach ca phé.

Toan bé tin tinh bdo ctia anh déu chudn xdc, kiém tra nhitng hai, ba lan
day...

Cha, néi dén céi day thi...

Metzger bén tyw nhu, Nghi thong tinh huéng nay nao: Minh goi mot m&
roi, nhan tin cling m6t mé roi. Qua trinh phi tang dang dugc tién hanh.
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“Anh... d... c6 sao khong, Shreve?” Mat Ruth nhin vao cac ngoén tay cta
y dang siét quanh cai tach bang gidy boi. Metzger chgt nhan ra minh suyt
nita bop nat tach, lam thit ca phé ngudi ngat do lan ra tay do va nhiéu tap ho
so khac nhau ma chi chuc nguoi trén ca nwéc My duwgc phép doc.

Y tha 16ng gong kém ti¥ than roi gwong cudi, “U, phai. Pém dai ma.”

Tro ly riéng ctia y méi ngoai sdu muoi, khuén mat dai, thu hit, van con
lam chdm nhiéu vét tan nhang mao, khién ba tréng tré hon tudi.

Y méi biét 1a cach day nhiéu thap ky ba tirng 1a mot hoa nit'12), “Mua hé
Tinh yéu” & San Francisco. Séng & khu Halght!29l. Liic nay day mai téc bac
cua ba, nhu thuwong 1€, dugc bdi 1én thanh bui nghiém chinh va ba deo
nhiéu vong cao su di mau trén cé tay, nhitng vong day biéu thi sy ung ho
do6i vdi nhiéu sy nghiép xa hoi khac nhau. Ung thw vid, niém hi vong, s
hoa hgp. V6 s6. Y wdc chi ba dirng lam vay. Nhitng thong diép nhw thé, du
la map mo, c6 vé khong phu hgp trong mot co quan chinh pht c6 s ménh
nhu NIOS.

“Spencer dén chwa?” y hoi ba.

“Ong 4y n6i khoang mot tiéng nita.”

“Ong dy dén thi bao 6ng ay vao gip toi ngay.”

“Pugc roi. Anh can gi nita khong?”

“Khong, cam on ba.”

Khi Ruth da roi van phong va dong ctra lai, dé lai lan huwong dau hoac
huwong sau lwvng, Metzger giti thém mot vai tin nhan va nhan lai mét vai tin
nhan.

Mot tin nhan lam y vitng da.

Chi it thi tin nhan nay lam loang Khéi mét chuit.
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10

Rhyme dé y thdy Nance Laurel dang sam soi mdt trong tam guong mo
tao t* khung kim loai cia chiéc may sac ky khi. C6 ta khong c6 phan tng
gl trudc hinh &nh cia minh. C6 ta khong giong kiéu phu nit thich chai
chuat.

Co ta quay sang hdi Sellitto va Rhyme, “Hai anh dé xuat ching ta nén
tién hanh thé nao?”

Trong dau Rhyme, vu an dwgc bay bién ra rat r6. Anh dap, “Toi sé co
gang phan tich hién treong vu an. Sachs va Lon c6 gang diéu tra vé NIOS,
Metzger va ké dy muu con lai - tén ban tia. Sachs, bat dau vé biéu do.
Thém dan nhan vat 1én day, mac du ta chwa biét nhiéu lam.”

Co lay but 16ng ra r6i budc dén mdt tam bang trang trong tron, ghi nhanh
1én day lwgng thong tin it Ai.

Sellitto néi, “T6i cling mudn truy ra nguwoi td giac nita. Co thé kho khan.
Ga biét minh sé gap nguy hiém. Dau phai ngwoi nay mach nwdc cho béo
gidi biét la c6 cong ty nao day dung bot mi rém trong mén ngii coc diém
tam, ga to cao chinh phu pham t6i mwu sat. Amelia, sao r6i?”

Sachs dap, “T6i da giti cho Rodney thong tin vé bitc email va chi Iénh
STO. T6i sé phoi hgp véi anh dy va Pon vi Toi pham May tinh. Ngudi c6
kha ndng 1an ra mot tép tai 1én ndc danh chi c6 thé la anh dy.” C6 suy nghi
mot choc roéi noi, “Ta hdy goi cho Fred nita.”

Rhyme suy ngam roi noéi, “T6t.”

“Ai vay?” Laurel hoi.

“Fred Dellray. FBI.”

“Khong dugc,” Laurel ndéi thang thitng. “Khong dugc cé quan chitc lién
bang.”
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“Sao lai khong?” Cau hoi caa Sellitto.

“Co kha nang tin tirc sé dén tai NIOS. T6i thdy khong nén mao hiém.”

Sachs phan d6i, “Chuyén mén ctia Fred la nam vung. Ta yéu cau kin ké
thi anh ay sé hanh dong kin ké. Ta can ho trg, trong khi anh ay lai c6 thé
kiém dwogc nhidu thong tin hon hin NCICZ va cac co sé dir liéu tdi pham
cap bang.”

Laurel phan van. Gwong mat nhgt nhat, tron tria ciia c0 ta - trong wa nhin
theo kiéu c6 nang nha nong khi quan sat tt* mot s6 goc do - biéu 10 mot su
thay doi tinh té. Lo ngai? Ty ai? Chong doi? Nét mat cua cO ta twa nhw
nhitng chit viét Hebrew hodc A-rap, trong dé cac dau phu ti hon 1 manh
moi duy nhét dan dén nhitng y nghia khac han nhau.

Sachs liéc nhin c6 cong t6 vién mot lan, qua quyét néi, “Ching toi sé cho
anh dy biét chuyén nay rat nhay cam. Anh dy sé phdi hgp.”

Laurel chwa kip néi gi thém thi Sachs da nhan loa ngoai trén mot dién
thoai gan d6. Rhyme thdy c6 cong t0 vién danh ngudi lai va tw héi liéu co
ta c6 budc tdi nhan ngdn tay xudng nit ngat may khong.

Am thanh réng cua tiéng chudng dién thoai 14p day khong trung.

“Dellray day,” chang diép vién tra 10i may. Gigng diéu ly nhi cho thay c6
thé anh dang déng vai nam vung dau do tai Trenton hay Harlem va khong
muon thu hit sw cha y.

“Chao Fred. Amelia day.”

“Ai cha cha, c6 khoe khong? Lau 1dm roi. Gio xem tdi litu mang thé nao
nay. Dam tra 10i dién thoai khi bén dau day nay thi ré rang bao mat trong
khi bén c6 thi dang truyén tin hiéu tryc tiép t6i truong dau Madison Square
Garden? Toi chua ghét loa ngoai.”

“Anh an toan ma, Fred. O day c6 toi, Lon, Lincoln...”

“Chao Lincoln. Anh thua d6 vu Heidegger roi, biét chwa? T6i nghia hop
thuy moi ngay ma tir hom qua ciing chang thdy lay mot to séc dé la “Tra cho
Fred Pirng-Hong-Cai-Va-Triét Hoc-VGi-Dellray’.”

“Toi biét, toi biét ma,” Rhyme lau bau. “T6i sé tra du.”

“Anh ng t6i nam chuc day.”
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Rhyme no6i, “Dting ra Lon phai trd mot phan chit. Anh ay thic t6i ma.”

“Toi coc lam nhé.” Anh ta n6i veo mot hoi.

Nance Laurel nghe cudc trao d6i ma ngdy ngudi ra. Trong tat ca nhitng
thit khong thudc ca tinh ctia c6 ta, bong dua ditng ¢ nhom dau danh sach.

Hodc co6 1€ co ta chi dang gian vi Sachs da gat minh va goi cho tay diép
vien FBI nay.

Sachs néi tiép, “Con cé mot cong td vién, phd cong td vien quan Nance
Laurel.”

“Cha, hom nay la ngay dac biét dit. Chao co, cong t6 vién Laurel. Co lam
tot vu két toi Longshoremen lam. La c6 lam, phai khong?”

Khoéng lang. “Phai, diép vien Dellray.”

“Chua hé, chua hé, chwa hé nghi ¢6 thang dugce vu do luon day. Anh biét
cai tén bi thop c6 khong, Lincoln? Vu Joey Barone, & khu Nam dy? Tui t6i
truy t6 thang day mot so toi danh cdp lién bang nhung ban hoi tham lai
muodn x@ nhe. Cong t0 vién Laurel, trai lai, don 1én tdn cong tai toa cap
bang va tang cho thang ddy it nhat hai chuc nam. Nghe dau tay cong t6 vién
lién bang 4y treo hinh c6 trong van phong han... trén bia phong phi tiéu.”

“T6i khong biét chuyén do,” co ta dap lai may moéc. “Toi rat hai long véi
két qua.”

“Thoi, ndi tiép di.”

Sachs noi, “Fred, ching toi c6 sy vu nay. Mot su vu nhay cam.”

“Cha, phai néi la giong cia cd nghe ly ky mudn r6i tri luén, dirng ngirng
noi.”

Rhyme thdy mot nu cudi thodng qua trén mat Sachs. Fred Dellray 1a mot
trong nhitng diép vién giéi nhat ctia FBI, mét tay van hanh mang luwéi noi
gian kiém nguwoi dan ong cta gia dinh kiém ngudi cha... kiém triét gia
nghiép dw. Nhung nhitng nam thang bon ba lam diép vién nam vung da cho
anh mdt phong cach no6i chuyén doc nhat, quai dan chang khac thi hiéu thoi
trang cua anh.

“Hung thu la cha caa anh, chinh quyén lién bang.”

Mot khoang nghi. “Hum.”
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Sachs liéc nhin Laurel, 0 ta phan van mot choc roéi tiép 101, trinh bay lai
cac dit kién ma ho biét cho dén thoi diém nay vé vu an mang Moreno.

Fred Dellray tuy lang thinh nhwng binh tinh va ty tin, song lic nay
Rhyme nhan ra sy lo du khac thuwong. “NIOS ha? Bon ho chwa han cung
phe vGi bon téi dau. Bon ho hoat dong theo kiéu riéng. Khi t6i noi vay,
khong nhat thiét phdi hiéu theo nghia t6t.”

Anh ay khong tiét 16 chi tiét, mac du Rhyme khéng chac Dellray c6 can
lam vay khong.

“Pé toi kiém tra mot s6 thit da. Cho chut.” Tiéng go phim bay ra khéi loa
nhu vé hat dé khua loc coc trén mat ban.

“Piép vién Dellray,” Laurel 1én tiéng.

“Goi t6i Fred dwoc roi. Vo tu di. To6i cling dwgc ma héa hét cd ma.”

Mot cai chdp mat. “Cam on anh.”

“Pugc roi, dang xem ho so cua ching téi ¢ day, cac ho so nay...” Mot
khoang nghi ding ding. “Robert Moreno, con goi 1a Roberto. U, & day c6
mot s6 ghi chép vé APDR, Cong ty Khoan Loc Dau My... Hinh nhv van
phong tai Miami cta chiing t6i bi xdo xao 1én vi mégt si ¢6 twéng la khung
bd nhung héa ra chi 1a bao déng gia tao lao thoi. Co mudn t6i givi thong tin
vé Moreno & day cho c6 khong?”

“Co, Fred. Gt di.” Sachs ng6i xuéng may tinh va tao mot tép.

“OK, tén nay roi My hon hai chuc nam trieéc va chi quay lai moi nam
khodng mot lan. Chac, titng quay lai thi ding hon. Xem nao... Nam trong
danh sach can theo ddi nhung chwa hé nam trong cuén sé ‘cé nguy co’ nao.
Y chu yéu la thung rong kéu to thoi - nén ching t6i khong wu tién y. Cling
cO giao du v6i al-Qaeda mot chiat va Con duong Sang, dai loai vay, nhung
chwa hé mé miéng kéu goi tan cong.” Chang diép vién nay dang tw lam
nham. Ro6i anh néi, “Ghi chd ¢ day cé néi: Thong tin chinh thitc 1a mot s6
cac-ten c6 lé da dirng sau vu nod sung. Nhung chuyén nay thi khéng xac
minh dugc. .. A, day roi.”

Mot khoang lang.

“Fred, anh con d6 khong?” Rhyme s6t rudt hoi.

“Hum.”
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Rhyme th¢ dai.

R6i Dellray noi, “Thong tin nay c6 thé cé ich day. Bao céo tit BO Ngoai
giao. Moreno titng ¢ day. Thanh phd New York. Dén vao khuya ngay 30
thang 4. Roi di ngay 2 thang 5.”

Lon Sellitto hoi, “Cé thong tin gi cu thé ndéi anh ta lam gi ¢ day hay di
dau khong?”

“Khong. D6 sé la viéc ctia cadc anh ch, cac dong chi. Bay gid toi theo
déi vu nay bén t6i. Sé goi cho may nguwdi ban dudi Nam My va vung
Caribé. O, toi c6 anh. Muén toi giti khong?”

“Khong,” Laurel coc 16c. “Ta can han ché trao déi thong tin tir van
phong ctia anh. T6i mudn anh goi dién thoai cho t6i hon, hodc la goi cho
cac tham t Sellitto, Sachs hay Lincoln Rhyme. Tha kin dao...”

“Con hon lau tau,” Dellray ngdm nga mot cach bi hiém. “Chuyén do
hoan toan khong thanh van dé. Nhung san néi dén cha dé day: Co chac
chdn may dong chi cia ching toi chwa biét gi hét ha? O' NIOS ay?”

“Pung vay,” phé cong t6 vién quan noi.

“Um.”

Rhyme noi, “Nghe giong anh c6 vé khong tin thi phai.”

Anh khiic khich, “Chiic may man nhé, ba con.”

Sachs nhan tat dién thoai.

“Con bay gio, toi lam viéc ¢ dau dugc day?” Laurel hoi.

“Sao lai hoi vay?” Sachs thac mac thanh tiéng.

Phé cong td vién quan dang nhin quanh. “T6i can mot ban lam viéc.
Hodc ban binh thwong cling dugc. Khong can phai ban gidy. Cai gi to to la
duogc.”

“Viéc gi co phai ¢ day?”

“T6i khong thé lam viéc & van phong t6i dugc. Sao ma dugc chi?” Nhw
thé 1y do rat hién nhién. “Ro ri. NIOS sém mudn ciing sé phat hién chiing
ta dang tién hanh diéu tra nén t6i phai tranh thu thoi gian cang nhiéu cang
tot. Cho kia dugc day. Bang kia. Cho kia dugc khong?”

Laurel chi mot chiéc ban gidm dinh trong goc.
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Rhyme goi Thom vao réi nhd cau ho 1y don sach sach va vai hop do
nghé phap y cii ky trén mat ban.

“T6i c6 may tinh nhung t6i can duong day riéng va ca bo phat Wi-Fi
nita. T6i phai thiét Iap mot tai khodn ca nhan trén day, dwgc ma héa. Va t6i
khong mudén dung chung mang.” Mot céi liéc vé phia Rhyme. “Néu viéc
ddy c6 thé sap xép dwoc.”

Sachs r0 rang khong thich thanh vién md&i nay gia nhap dgi. Lincoln
Rhyme vé ban tinh von thich don thwong doc ma nhung it ra, khi dang diéu
tra an, anh cling chiu dwgc sy c6 mat ctia nguwdoi khac, tuy chang thich thu
gi. Anh khong dac biét phan doi.

Nance Laurel nang chiéc cdp ho so cia minh va céi cap to tung nang
trich 1én ban r6i bat dau bay hoé so ra, sap xép thanh nhiéu chong riéng.
Trong c6 ta twa nhw mot sinh vién dang don vao ky tic xa trong ngay dau
tién ctia nam th& nhat, dat maé tai san it 6i cia minh 1én chiéc ban lam viéc
va chiéc ban canh giwong dé duwgc thodi mai nhat.

Poan Laurel nguéc 1én nhin moi ngudi. “O, con mdt chuyén nita: Trong
qua trinh diéu tra, t6i can moi ngwdi cO6 gang tim tat cd nhitng thit chirng
minh anh ta giong nhw mot thanh nhan vay.”

“Ha?” Tu Sachs.

“Robert Moreno - mot thanh nhan. Anh ta da n6i vo sé diéu kich dong.
Anh ta chi trich nwéc My rat nhiéu. Nén t6i can moi nguwdi tim ra nhitng
chuyén tot dep ma anh ta da lam. Phong trao Trao quyén Pia phuong cua
anh ta chang han. Xay trwong hoc nay, giup do bita an cho tré em thé gidi
thit ba nay, dai loai vay. La m6t ngudi cha va mot nguwdi chéng triu mén.”

“Co can chung t6i lam vay ha?” Sachs chit van. Cho nhan manh hwéng
cau hoi vé phia ngo vuc... dong thai biéu 10 mot sy bue doc kin déo.

“Pung vay.”

“Tail sao?”

“Lam vay thi hay hon th6i.” Nhuw thé diéu do rat hién nhién.

“Chac.” Mot khoang lang. “D6 khong han la cau tra 10i,” Sachs néi. Co
khong nhin Rhyme va anh cling khong mudn c6 nhin. Sy cang thang giita
co va phoé cong to vién quan ty né da da am i roi.
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“Ban hdi thdm nita ddy.” Kém mot cai liéc vé phia Rhyme, chinh la
nguwoi da cing co luan diém cua co ta trwde dé. “To6i phdi cho ho thay anh
ta la nguoi cwong trire, dao dic, tot bung. Bén bién sé vé ra Moreno la mot
hiém hoa - giong nhw luat sw tim cach khac hoa nan nhan bi cutng hiép la
mot ngwoi an mac khéu goi, 1a loi vai ké tan cong vay.”

Sachs noi, “Hai kich ban day khac nhau xa lam.”

“Vay sao? To6i khong ro lam.”

“Chang phai muc dich cta diéu tra la tim ra sy that sao?”

Mot khodng lang dé tiép thu nhitng 16i nay. “Néu c6 khéng thang kién,
thi tim ra sy that co ich gi?”

Ro0i, doi vbi co ta, dé tai nay ding lai & day. Laurel néi vGi moi nguai,
“Va ta phai lam viéc nhanh. Rat nhanh.”

Sellitto n6i, “Pung. NIOS cé thé phat hién vé vu an nay bat ky lic nao.
Chiéng ¢t c6 thé bién mat dan.”

Laurel néi, “Céi day thi hién nhién r6i nhwng t6i khong néi dén cai day.
Nhin 1én bang di, nhin chi lenh khw di.”

TUYET MAT - TUYET MAT - TUYET MAT

Meénh Lénh Pac Nhiém

Hang cho

 8/27

Nhiém vu: Robert A. Moreno (ma NIOS: ram278e4w5)

Sinh: 4/75, New Jersey

Thoi han: 8/5-9/5

Phé chuan:

Cap Hai: Duyét

Cap Maot: Duyét

Tai liéu cing c6: Xem “A”

Can xac nhan: Co

Can ma dinh danh: C6

THNY: Phé chuan, nhung giam thiéu

Chi tiét:
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Chuyén vién thwe hién: Don Bruns, Buong Khit, Khach san South Cove,
Bahamas, day phong 1200

Tinh trang: Ba dong

« 9/27

Nhiém vu: Al-Barani Rashid (ma NIOS: abr942pd5t)

Sinh: 2/73, Michigan

Thoi han: 19/5

Phé chuan:

Cap Hai: Duyét

Cap Maot: Duyét

Tai liéu cing c6: Khong bat budc

Can xac nhan: Khong

Can ma dinh danh: C6

THNY: Phé chuan, nhung giam thiéu

Chi tiét: Cung cap sau

Tinh trang: Cho thi hanh

Moi ngudi déu nhin, ké cd Rhyme. Tuy nhién anh khong rit ra dugc
ngay két luan gi. Nhung anh chgt hiéu ra. “Hang cho.”

“Chinh xac,” 6 cong t6 vién noi.

Co néi tiép, “Toi khong diéu tra dugc gi vé nguwoi tén Rashid nay hay ga
dang ¢ dau. C6 thé Buong khir ctia y 1a mot tip 1éu tai Yemen, noi ga sé
ban cdu kién ché tao bom nguyén tir. Hodc xét theo sy hao hitng cta
Metzger thi c6 thé day la mot phong sinh hoat tai Ridgefield, bang
Connecticut, noi Rashid dang viét blog chéng lai nha ti Guantdnamo va si
nhuc tong thong My. Nhung diéu ching ta biét 1a NIOS sé khir ga trwdc thi
Sau. Vay ai sé la thiét hai ngoai y day? Vg con ga chang? Mot khach qua
dwong chang? T6i mudn bat giam Metzger truede khi xay ra chuyén day.”

Rhyme no6i, “Lam vay ciing khong han chdn dwgc vu am sat.”

“Dung, nhung lam vay sé gwi thong diép tdi NIOS va chinh quyén
Washington la c6 nguoi dang theo doi ky lwdng chuyén mo am cta bon ho.
Bon ho c6 thé hoan lai vu tdn céng va nho ai dé doc 1ap duyét lai chi 1énh
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STO xem no c6 hgp phap hay khong. Metzger con tai vi thi ding hong lam
duwgc chuyén day.”

Nhu ludt sw dang dua ra luan diém két thic lwgt cia minh, Laurel bén sai
budc tdi trede roi go vao chi 1énh khit mot cach day kich tinh. “A, con mdy
sO trén cung nay? 8/27, 9/27? bay khong phdi la ngay thang. Pay la cac
nhiém vu trong hang cho. Twc la cac nan nhan. Moreno la nan nhan thw
tam NIOS da giét. Rashid sé la ngwoi thit chin.”

“Tong cong hai muoi bay,” Sellitto noi.

“Tinh t* tuan trwdc,” Laurel nhanh nhau no6i. “Ai biét hom nay la bao

nhieu?”
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11

MGt dang ngudi, tira nhw mot bong ma kién nhan va diém tinh, xuat hién
tai nguwong ctra phong Shreve Metzger.

“Spencer.”

Giam doc hanh chinh cua y - canh tay phdi ctia Metzger tai tong b0 - bay
lau dang tan hudng nhitng khodng trdi xanh mat va bo hé yén tinh tai bang
Maine thi mét tin nhan dwgec ma hoa tir Metzger da triéu tap ong. Boston
ngay lap tdéc rat ngan ky nghi. Co6 tic 1on rudt hay khong, ma chac la cé,
ong ta cting chang biéu hién ra.

Biéu hién ra la khong duong hoang.

Biéu hién ra la khéng ditng dan.

Sv lich 1am caa Spencer Boston la su lich 1am da phai tan, sy lich 1am
ctia thé hé trude. Ong ta c6 gwong mat dang tudi 1am 6ng, cac nép nhian nhu
nhitng dau ngodc 6m cdp moi cang, mai téc trang ram rap, lwgn séng - 6ng
ta 16n hon Metzger mudi tudi. Ong ta toat 1én mot phong thai hoan toan
diém dam va ly tri. Nhv Phu thay, Boston khong bi Khéi lam phién mudn.
Ong ta budc vao vin phong, déng cira lai theo ban ning dé phong tranh
nhitng cai tai soi moéi, doan ngdi d6i dién cap trén ctia minh. Ong ta khong
néi gi nhng mat lai ngwdc xudng nhin chiéc dién thoai trong tay y. Thiét bi
nay it dugc st dung, chwa hé roi khoi toa nha nay, trung hgp thay lai cé
mau dé sam, mac du chi tiét nay chang lién quan gi dén ban chat tuyét mat
cta n6. Pay la mau cé san cua nha san xudt danh cho khach hang muén
nhan hang ngay. Metzger xem né la “chiéc dién thoai ma thuat” ctia minh.

Tay cuc tredng NIOS nhan thdy co bap minh dang dau quan vi siét qua
chat chiéc dién thoai. Metzger cat dién thoai di roi khé gat dau vdi ngwoi
dan 6ng minh da lam viéc chung trong nhiéu nam, ké tir khi Metzger thay
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thé cuc trwdng NIOS tién nhiém, ngwoi da bién mat vao vong xody chinh
tri. Mot sy bién mat khong thanh cong.

“Cam on ong da tgi day,” tay cuc trdng néi nhanh va citng nhac, nhw
thé y cam thdy nén da dong it nhiéu dén ky nghi bi pha ngang. Khoi tac
dong dén y bang nhiéu cach khac nhau. Mot trong nhitng cach doé la lam
mu mi dau 6c y dé ngay ca khi khéng gian d, y cling quén mat cach hanh
x@ nhw nguwdi binh thwong. Khi bénh tat thong tri cudc doi ta, ta phdi luén
canh giac.

Bo6 0, bo... bé co sao khoéng?

B6 dang mim cwoi ma, ding chuva?

Chdc thé. Nhung bo cuoi thdt la, bé biét do, buon cuoi.

Ong giam déc hanh chinh cwa minh. Chiéc ghé kéu cot ket. Spencer
Boston ching phai ngudi nhé thé. Ong ta nhap tra lanh tir mét tach nhya
cao, chau doi may ram lén.

Metzger no6i, “Chung ta c6 ké t6 giac.”

“Ha? Khong thé nao.”

“Pa xac nhan roi.” Metzger giai thich nhitng chuyén da xay ra.

“Khong xong roi,” ong gia thi tham. “Anh tinh lam sao day?”

Y gat di cau héi kich dong 4y roi néi thém, “T6i can 6ng tim ra hin. Ong
lam gi thi lam, t6i khong can biét.”

Than trong nao, y tv nhi. Chinh Khoi dang noi day.

“Ai lai biét day?” Boston hdi.

“Lao biét day thoi.” Mot cai li€c cung kinh vé phia chiéc dién thoai ma
thuat.

Can gi phai cu thé hon nita.

Phu thuy.

Boston nhan madt, lo au khong kém. Tung lam viéc cho mot co quan tinh
bao chinh phu, ong ta dang van hanh thanh cong mot mang lwéi ngi gian
khap Trung MY - cai vung chinh 6ng ta chon - & cac quoc gia ban dap nhw
Panama. Con chuyén moén cta ong ta? Thudt thay déi thé ché. b6 1a moi
trrong song cta Boston, chang phai chinh tri, nhwng ong ta biét rang thiéu
hau thuan tir Washington thi ta va cac noi gian cuda ta c6 thé bi bo thi vao
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lic sa sut nhat. Nhiéu lan o6ng ta ting bi quan cach mang hay phién quan
hay bon trim céc-ten giam cam, 6ng ta tirng bi tra khao, bi ca tra tdn ciing
nén, mac du 6ng chwa hé ké vé chuyén nay. R6i 6ng ta van song sot. Hiém
hoa & DC tuy c6 khac, nhung cac ky nang tuw bao toan mang song thi van y
nhu thé.

Ban tay Boston chai mai téc du bac nhung dang ghen ti ctia minh, roi
cho chuec.

Metzger néi, “Lao ta...” Lai nhan manh ldao Phu thuy, “... biét vé vu diéu
tra nhung chang néi ntra 101 vé chuyén ro ri gi cd. Chac lao khong biét dau.
Ta phai tim ra ké phan bdi trw6c khi tin tic ri xudng Vanh Dail22].”

Nhép choé tra nhat théch, Boston nhiu mat lai, lam hdn thém nhiéu nép
nhan trén mat. Me kiép, ong gia nay cling mdt chin mdt mudi so vGi nhan
vat méi gidi quyén luc 130 lang com can ma Donald Sutherland'?3! tha vai.
Metzger, du tré hon nhiéu, thra toc hon han Boston, ngudi xwong xau, héc
hac. Y thdy minh trong chang khac gi mot con chon.

“Ong thay sao, Spencer? Lam thé nao ma mot chi 1énh STO lai bj 1o ri
day?”

Mot cai nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. Boston khong thdy song Hudson tir ghé
ngoi, chi thiy thém nhiéu anh sang lic sap chuyén trira phan chiéu vao.
“T6i c6 linh cam day la do mot ké tai Florida. Lwa chon tiép theo sé la
Washington.”

“Texas va California thi sao?”

Boston néi, “Chac khong dau. Bon ho cé duwgc nhiéu ban chi 1énh STO
nhung néu mot trong s6 cac chuyén vién cta ho khéng dwgc kich hoat, ho
con khong thém mé xem nita... Va, tuy to6i khong muén néi dau, nhung ta
khong thé giai tan sach vin phong & day duwoc.” Ong ta xoay cai dau oai vé
ctia minh am chi téng bd NIOS.

Ghi nhan. Mot dong nghiép trong van phong nay c6 thé da ban ditng ho,
nghi ma dau long.

Boston noi tiép, “T6i sé hoi bén bao mat IT vé may cha, may photocopy,
may quét. Sat hach kiém tra n6i d6i doi v6i cac nhan vién tham nién dugc

https://thuviensach.vn



phép tai tai liéu. T6i sé tim kiém toan dién trén Facebook bang chwong
trinh ty dong. Ma khong chi kiém trén Facebook dau, kiém céd céac trang
blog, nghi ra dugc trang mang xa hoi nao thi kiém luén trang day. Xem thtw
nhitng ai xem dugc chi 1énh STO trwde gio co dang thong tin gi chi trich
chinh phu va st mang cua chung ta tai day khong.”

St mang. Diét trir ké xau.

Dbiéu nay hop ly. Metzger an twgng lam. “Tot. Nhiéu viéc phéi lam lam.”
Mat y bong lac vao khung canh tuyét mi tr6c mat. Y thdy mot nhan vién
lau ctta s6 ditng trén moét gian d& lo Iitng khodng tram mét trén khong
trung. Y nghi, nhv van thuwong nghi, dén nhitng ngwoi da nhay xuéng vao
ngay 11 thang 9.

Khéi gian né trong phoi y.

Tha nao...

Xua Khoi di nao. Nhung y khong lam duwgce. Bai ho, nhitng nguoi da
nhdy xudng vao cai ngay khung khiép ddy, cting c6 thé duwgce dau. Phoi ho
ngap tran thit khoi day dau cudn Ién tir dinh nhitng ngon lira toan nuot
chirng ho trong vai giay, nhitng ngon Itta xoay vao cac van phong 3,5 X 3,5
mét cia ho, chira lai mét 16i thoat duy nhat, chinh 1a 16i ctra s6 dan dén 16p
bé tong vinh hang.

Hai ban tay y bat dau run ray tré lai.

Metzger dé y thay Boston dang nhin y dam dam. Tay cuc tredng NIOS
chinh so lai tdm anh chyp y, Seth va Katie cuing m6t con ngwa dang thd phi
pho, dugc chup qua mot bo kinh quang hoc thwgng hang ma trong tinh
huéng dé, chi tinh cd ghi lai mot ky tc than thuwong, nhung chang khéac gi
mot 6ng kinh c6 kha nang dan huwéng hiéu qua mot vién dan xuyén qua tim
nguoi.

“Bon ho c6é chitng cit chitng minh 1énh khit da hoan tat khong, canh sat
ay?”

“Khong, chac la khong. Trang thai 1a da déng, vay théi.”

Lénh khtr chi don gian thé day - chi thi trtv khi*t m&t nhiém vu. Khong hé
c6 ho so nao ghi nhan m6t vu d&m sat da hoan tat. Quy trinh chuan khi bi hoi
la phu nhan, phu nhan, phu nhan.
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Boston bat dau héi, “Chung ta c¢6 dinh lam gi...?”

“T6i goi dién roi. Don Bruns biét vé vu nay, di nhién. Mot vai ké khac
nita. Chung ta... dang lo liéu.”

To6i nghia ding phong cach Phu thuy.

DPang lo liéu...

Spencer Boston, v@i cai bom trang oai vé va mot thanh tich diép vién
con an twgng hon, nhap thém tra. Chiéc 6ng hiut cham cham trugt xa hon
qua cai nap nhya roi rung lén nhé nhe nhw chiéc vi trén mét sgi day dan
viola. “Dung lo, Shreve. Toi sé tim ra tén nay.”

“Cam on, Spencer. Bat ky lic nao. Bém ngay gi cling dugc. Tim duoc gi
thi goi cho t6i.”

Ong gia diing day, cai ctic bd com 1& dugc cit may khong vira van.

Ong ta di r6i, Metzger nghe thdy chiéc dién thoai ma thuat mau do6 cta
minh rén lén, bao tin nhan tir doi quan do tham va khai thac théng tin ctia y
dwdi tang ham.

Da xdc dinh Nance Laurel la céng t6 vién chinh. Sé sém cung cdp nhdn
than cdc diéu tra vién NYPD!241,

Poc xong, Khoi tan bién dang ké.

Cudi cung cling c6 mot diém xuat phat.
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Jacob Swann tién dén chiéc xe ctia han nam trong bai xe cia Ga Hang
khong Bién tai san bay LaGuardia.

Han dat va li vao thung chiéc xe con Nissan mot cach can than - mé dao
ctia hdan nam bén trong. Di nhién dao khong thé xach tay. Han tha phich
nguoi vao ghé trudc roi vira dudi nguwdi vira tha sau.

Swann mét 1a. Han vira roi khoi can ho ctia minh tai Brooklyn dé dén
Bahamas cach ddy gan hai muoi bon tiéng trudc va chi méi nga dugc
khoang ba tiéng trong thdi gian do6 - phan nhiéu la ngu trén may bay.

Phién lam viéc cta han v6i Annette dd dién ra nhanh hon han du tra. Co
diéu, sau khi phi tang xac xong, han phai mat cht thdi gian mdi kiém dwoc
mot dong ltta dot rac bi bé do dé dot hét ching cit vé chuyén di tGi
Bahamas ctia han vao tuan trudc. Lam xong, han phai lo mot s6 viéc khac,
chang han ghé qua can ho ctia Annette roi liéu minh quay lai dia diém xdy
ra chinh vu no stng giét Moreno: khach san South Cove.

Sau do6 han phdi roi khéi hon dao y nhw tuan trede: tiv mot bén tau gan
Millars Sound, noi hdan quen biét mot s6 ké tu tdp hang ngay & day dé stra
tau be nay no, hut thuéc Camels hay b6 da r6i uéng bia Sands, Kalik hodc,
nhiéu kha nang hon, bia mach nha Triple B.

Bon ho cling thuwong xtr ly nhiéu viéc vat khac nhau. Hiéu qua va kin
dao. Bon ho da dung thuyén nhé dwa han gdp dén mot trong v6 s6 nhitng
hon déo gan Freeport, r6i han di tric thang dén mot canh dong ndm & phia
nam Miami.

Vung Caribé la thé. Mot 1a hai quan, hai la 1€ lang. Va I¢€ lang thi danh
rieng cho nhitng nguwoi nhu Jacob Swann, dugc dai tho - di nhién ong chu
cta han thiéu gi tién - di dén noi han can dén ma khong bi phat hién.
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Sau khi rach bang lw&i dao, sau phi vu mau me, han tin Annette chwa ké
ai nghe vé han, vé nhitng tht han hoéi choi nang cach diy mot tuan vé
khach san South Cove, day phong 1200, vé si cua Moreno va chinh
Moreno. Tat ca nhitng dir kién d6 co6 thé gop lai, dan dén mot vai két luan
vach tran han.

Han chi méi dung con dao Kai Shun c6 vai lan, xat, xat... Dung dao khi
ay chac ciing khong can thiét, nang da sg lam r6i. Nhung Jacob Swann la
nguoi rat ti man. Ta cé thé lam héng mot moén sét tinh té€ nhw choi néu thém
qué nhanh chat 16ng néng vao hén hop roux(2! bot-bo dang chay xéo xéo.
Ma mot khi da lam xong thi khong thé stta. Thanh bai chi cach vai don vi
nhiét do va vai gidy. Hon nita, ta hoan toan khong nén bé 1& dip trau chuot
k¥ nang. Co thé noi vay.

Han beén tap vao quay thu phi ctia badi xe san bay, tra tién mat, 1ai hon
mot cay sO rudi trén duong cao téc Grand Central r6i mdi tap vao 1é doi
bién s6 xe. Poan han tiép tuc lai vé nha han & Brooklyn.

Annette...

That xui cho ¢6 nang ban hoa t6i nghiép khi lai dung han lic han dang
hoach dinh cong viéc tai khach san South Cove. Bay gi¢ han dang do tham
thi bat gdp tay vé si cia Moreno, Simon Flores, néi chuyén va la loi v6i c6
nang nay. R0 rang bon ho vira mdi ra khoi phong cung nhau va tr ngon ngit
co thé cung cau chuyén béng dua giita ho, hdn hiéu ho vira lam gi tir nay tGi
gio.

A, thi ra 1a géi dn swong. Tuyét dinh.

Han chd khodng mot hai tiéng, di thw tha quanh khudn vién r6i bong
thay c6 nang trong quay rwgu, dang mua riegu pha lodng uéng va dung dwa
nhw mot miéng moi trén lwdi cau chye chd mot con ca sop khac can.

Swann, dwgc trang bi mot nghin do la duwdi dang tién mat khong thé truy
ra xuat x¥, hén hé boi vé phia nang.

Sau mot dém lam tinh sung swéng va an mén ham con sung swéng hon,
han da nam thém rat nhiéu thong tin vitng chac cho nhiém vu dugc giao.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung vi khong hé lwong trede vu diéu tra nén han chwa phi tang triét dé
nhw dang ra nén lam. Bé&i thé ma han phai quay lai hon dao.

Thanh cong. Va thoa thué.

Lic nay han trd lai can biét thy phé cia han & khu Heights, gan duong
Henry, r6i do xe vao gara nam trong hém. Han tha tdi xach & sanh trudc,
trat bé quan 4o roi di tam.

Phong khach va hai phong ngu rat khiém ton do dac, phan 16n 1a do c6 ré
tién, mot vai mén ndi that cia IKEAI28), Tréng né y nhw phong tro ctia bat
ky tay dan ong doc than tai thanh phd New York, trit hai khia canh: cai két
sat khong 16 mau luc, nam trong héc dyng quan 4o, cat nhiéu sing treong
va stng luc cta han, va nha bép. Can bép khién mot tay dau bép chuyén
nghiép cling phai ganbh ti.

Day chinh la can phong ma han budc vao sau khi lau kho ngwoi va khoac
vao mot chiéc 4o choang tam cung doi dép di trong nha. Cac nhan hiéu
Viking, Miele, Kitchen Aid, Sub-Zero, tu dong riéng, ngan lam lanh ruwou
vang, 160 nwéng halogen - tac pham riéng cta han. Thép khong gi va go soi.
No6i niéu va dung cu lam bép nam trong nhitng chiéc ti chay doc toan bo
mot birc twong, ctra tu lam bang kinh. (Nhitng chiéc gia ti tran nha kéo
xuong trong pho triong, nhung viéc gi phai nau noi nao rita néi dé?)

Swann pha ca phé trong binh pha kiéu Phap. Han phan van khong biét
ndu gi cho bita sang, miéng nham nhi cho ca phé dam dac nguyén chat.

Vé phan bita sang, han quyét dinh ndu mén thit bam. Swann thich nhitng
thr thach trong nha bép va da tao ra nhiéu céng thitc twéng nhw la thanh
qua cta chinh nhitng dau bép tri¢ danh nhw Heston Blumenthal hay Gordon
Ramsey. Nhung han ciing biét thitc an khong can phéi cau ki. Ho6i con tai
ngili, moi lan hoan thanh nhiém vu tr@ vé la han nau nhanh bita an cho dong
doi, ngay tai doanh trai cia minh dong ngoai Baghdad, dung lwong kho
quan doi két hop v6i nhitng mén hdn mua & mot chg A-rdp. Chua cé ai
tirng tréu choc phwong thitc ndu nwéng ky tinh va cao dao cia han. Mot
phan vi cdc mén han nau déu luén tuyét hao. Phan nita do bon ho biét nhiéu
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kha nang, Swann da bo céa budi sang 16t da dot ngén tay mot tén phién quan
gao thét nao d6 hong tim ra noi cat gidu mat kién hang vii khi bi mat tich.

Ché nhao nhitng ngwdi nhw thé thi phai chdp nhan rti ro.

Han ben nhdc miéng bit-tét nac lvng gan nita ky ra khoi ta lanh r6i m@
g0i gidy sap mau trang day com ra. Chinh tay han da got canh va cat dé cho
ra miéng thit vdi kich thwdc cye chuan nay. C¢ khodng mot thang, Swann
mua ca nita con bo, phan thit dugc trit trong mot co s& bao quan lanh danh
cho nhitng nguwoi nhu han - nhitng tay xé thit nghiép dw. Han sé danh ra ca
mot ngay dep troi dé xat thit tir xwong, déo thit thanh cac phan than ngoai,
nam swon, mong, nac vai, hong, gau.

Mot s6 nguwoi mua thit so lwgng 16n rat thich an 6c, rudt, bao tir va cac
loai thit ngi tang khac. Nhung nhitng loai nguyén liéu d6 han thdy khong
hdp dan nén vit bo. Chang dang ban long vé mat luan ly hay cam xuic doi
v&i nhitng bé phan d6 ctia mot con vat, doi véi Swann, thit 1a thit. Day chi
la van dé huwong vi. Ai lai khong thich lach bo ap chdo gion tan? Nhung
phan 16n ndi tang thwong dang va chang bo cong lam. Than, chang han,
lam b6c mui can bép trong nhiéu ngay con 6c¢ thi qua ngay va vo vi (con rat
cholesterol). Khong, thdi gian cia Swann tai chiéc ban thét nang chin mwoi
kilogam??!, trong chiéc tap dé toan than, tay quo cuwa va dao, dugc dung dé
cat nhitng khtc thit kinh dién, c6 gang dat dwoc nhitng mau thit c6 hinh
dang hoan hao, dong thoi dé lai cang it thit trén xwong cang t6t. Pay la mot
nghé thuat, mo6t mén thé thao.

La cong viéc cho han s thoai mai.

Ong hang thit bé béng cta toi...

Han ddt miéng nac lung 1én mot cai thét - ludén lam bang go, dé bao vé
mép dao - r6i chay ngon tay doc khic thit, cim nhan sy san chac cta tang
thit, sam soi cac thé, cac van cam thach cia m& trang.

Tuy nhién, treéc khi xat, han rira réi vudt sac lai con dao Kai Shun trén
thanh d4 mai Dan’s Black Hard Arkansas, c6 gia gan bang con dao va la
thiét bi mai t6t nhat thé gidi. Lic con ngbi trén ngwoi Annette, han da di
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chuyén dao khong may cham vao xwong. Bay gio n6 phédi dwgc mai gitia
cho sac lanh tra lai.

Cudi cung, con dao di san sang va han trd lai v4i miéng bit-tét, cham
cham xat miéng thit thanh nhiéu khéi vuong kich thuwédc sau li.

Han von cé thé xat to hon va xat nhanh hon. Nhung viéc gi phéi lam gap
diéu ta muon tan huong?

Lam xong, han rac l1én cac khoi thit hon hgp gom x6 thom va bot mi
(dong gop cua han vao cong thitc kinh dién nay) roi ap chao ché thit trong
mot chdo ran bang sat dic, muc thit qua mot bén trong lic ching con hong
bén trong. R6i han xat hat Iyu hai ct khoai tdy dé va nita ca hanh tay
Vidalia. M@ rau ct nay han nau ngap dau trong chdo r6i bé thit vao lai. Han
tron vao mot chit nudc thit bé, x4t ngd Y roi dit chio bén duéi lira
nuéng!28] @& 1am gion 16p trén cling.

Mot, hai phit sau, mén an da hoan tat. Han thém mudi va tiéu vao mén
thit bam roi ngo6i xuéng dung bita, an cung vdi banh nwéng hwong thao, tai
chiéc ban go téch cuc dat trong hoc cira s6 chia cia can bép. Han da nwéng
chiéc banh nay nhiéu ngay trude. Cang dé lau cang ngon, han ngam nghi,
khi cac mui rau thom thdm déu vao cho bot xay tay.

Swann an tw ton, nhw théi quen thuwong 1€. Han cuc ky thwong hai, thiéu
diéu khinh miét, nhitng ai an nhanh, nhitng ké hit thitc an vao cho xong.

Han vira an xong thi nhan duwgc email. Coé vé nhw c6 may tinh bao an
ninh quoc gia vi dai cia Shreve Metzger dang can man lam viéc mot cach
hiéu qua hon bao gid hét.

Dd nhdn duoc tin nhdn ctua anh. Mirng anh h6m nay hoan thanh t6t.

Cdc cua ng anh phdi gidm thiéu/trir khir:

1. Cdc nhdn chitng va cdc cd nhdn dong minh véi hiéu biét co bdn vé
chién dich STO.

* Dé nghi diéu tra chuyén di ctia Moreno dén NY 30 thdng 4 - 2 thdng 5.

2. Da xdc dinh Nance Laurel la céng t6 vién chinh. Sé sém cung cdp
nhdn than cdc diéu tra vién NYPD.
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3. Vé nguoi ro ri STO. C6 nguoi dang xdc dinh nhdn than ngay liic nay.
Anh c6 thé gop y vé viéc tim ra nhdn than.

Lam viéc tuy y.

Swann goi cho may tay trong T6 Ky thuat yéu cau khai thac mot it thong
tin. Poan han xé vao gang tay cao su day mau vang. Pé chui sach chdo,
han cha chdo bang mud6i va x ly mat chdo bang dau nong, sat dic hoan
toan khong nén gap xa phong va nuwdc, di nhién. R6i han bat dau riva bat va
cac dung cu bép trong nwdc that nong. Han thich thu cai quy trinh nay va
nhan thdy han thuwong suy nghi théng suét nhat khi ditng day, dwa mat ra
ngoai nhin mot cay bach qua gan goc trong mot can viwon nhé tredc toa
nha. Hat cda cai cay do that ky quac. Hat bach qua dugc st dung trong am
thie chau A - thanh phan chinh trong mén sita tritng chawanmushi ngon
tuyét & Nhat. Cac hat nay doi khi rat doc, néu duwgce tiéu thu s6 lwong 16n.
Nhung di nhién an uéng doi khi cling nguy hiém. Khi ng6i xuéng chuan bi
dung bita, co ai thi thoang lai khong ty hoi lieu minh c6 duwoc chia la bai
Ecoli hay salmonellal?) khéng? O Nhat, Jacob Swann da titng &n mén fugu
- mo6n ca noc khét tiéng vGi cac bo phan chiva doc t6. Han khong thich moén
nay khong phdi vi kha nang gdy chét ngudi cta n6 (v6i dau bép dugc dao
tao, ngd doc rat kho xdy ra) ma vi hwong vi ciia né qua nhat so véi khau vi
cta han.

Cha xat, cha xat, g& bé moi dau vét caa thitc an ra khéi kim loai, thuy
tinh, su.

Va vat 6c.

Triv khit nhan chitng sé lam nguwdoi ta nghi ngd NIOS va dong minh, di
nhién, vi chi 1énh khtr da bi cong khai r6i. Bing la khong may, vi néu gap
tinh huong khac thi han con sap dat dwoc tai nan no kia hay dung 1én mot
so dau tha hw do dé ganh trach nhiém cho cac vu muu sat sap xdy ra: li
cac-ten ma Metzger da chi dinh l1a nguyén nhan that sw gay ra cai chét cua
Moreno, hodc cac pham nhan ma canh sat va tay cong td vién no titng bé
tu, nay tim cach bao thu.
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Nhung lam vay sé khong co tac dung trong treong hgp nay. Jacob Swann
chi can lam nhitng gi ma han thao nhat: Trong khi Shreve Metzger phu
nhan hoan toan sy ton tai ctia bat ky 1énh khit nao, Swann sé phai bao dam
tuyét d6i la khong mot chitng ci¢ hay nhan chitng nao trong chién dich phi
tang cdia han suy ra dwgc moi lién quan gitta vu an mang va NIOS hay bat
ky nguoi nao lién can.

Han lam dugc chuyén do. Jacob Swann la mot ngwdi rat ti man.

Va lai, han khong con lya chon nao khac ngoai viéc trtv khir nhitng méi
hoa nay. Khéng doi nao han dé ai do6 de doa t6 chitc cua han, cong viéc tai
day qua quan trong.

Swann dung vai lanh day lau kho chén bét, tach bac va tach ca phé, bang
s can man cta mot vi bac si ngoai khoa dang hoan tat cac vét khau sau
mot ca phau thuat thanh cong.
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VU MUU SAT ROBERT MORENO

Hién Truong 1

— Ddy phong 1200, Khach san South Cove, Bdo New Providence,
Bahamas (“Buong Khir”).

— 9 thang 5.

* Nan Nhan 1: Robert Moreno.

— NNTVI39: Vet thuong do dan, chi tiét bo sung sau.

— Thoéng tin bo sung: Moreno, 38 tubi, cong ddn My, kiéu ddan, song tai
Venezuela. Chong My kich liét. Biét danh: “Sit gid Chan ly”.

— O tai thanh phé New York trong ba ngay, 30 thdng 4 - 2 thdng 5. Muc
dich?

* Nan Nhan 2: Eduardo de la Rua.

— NNTV: Vét thuong do dan, chi tiét bo sung sau.

— Théng tin bo sung: Nha bdo, phdéng vdn Moreno. Sinh tgi Puerto
Rico, song tai Argentina.

* Nan Nhan 3: Simon Flores.

— NNTV: Vét thuong do dan, chi tiét bo sung sau.

— Théng tin bo sung: Vé si cia Moreno. Cong ddn Brazil, séng tai
Venezuela.

* Nghi Can 1: Shreve Metzger.

— Cuc trudong, Cuc Tinh bdo va Chi huy Qudc gia (NIOS).

— Tdm than khéng 6n dinh? Thuong ndéng ndy.

— Chinh stra chitng ci¥ dé phé chudn phi phdp Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém.

— Bad ly hén. Bang Ludt, Dai hoc Yale.

* Nghi Can 2: Ké ban tia.
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— Mat danh: Don Bruns.

— Cuc Thoéng tin dang khai thdc thong tin vé Bruns.

— Dd co dir liéu giong noi.

— Bdo cdo hién trurong vu dn, bdo cdo kham nghiém ti thi, cdc chi tiét
khdc sé bo sung sau.

— Tin dbn vé cdc cdc-ten ma tuy ditng sau cdc vu trt khir nay. Xem ra
kho co6 kha nang.

Hién Truong 2.

— Noi Don Bruns da ndp, cdch 1.829 mét tinh ttr Buong Khtt, ddo New
Providence, Bahamas.

— 9 thang 5

— Bdo cdo hién truong sé b6 sung sau.

* Diéu Tra B6 Sung.

— Xdc dinh nhan than cua Ké to gidc.

— DAi tugng vo danh da ro ri Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém.

— GUui qua email ndc danh.

— Dad lién hé Don vi Téi pham Mdy tinh ctia S6 cdnh sdt New York dé
truy tim, dang cho két quad.

Hai tay chong nanh, Amelia Sachs nghién cttu chiéc bang trang.

Co dé y thdy Rhyme liéc nhin nhitng dong chit thanh thoat cta c6, t6 vé
khong hitng thia. Anh khong chid y nhiéu dén ndi dung co6 viét ra, chd dén
lic nhitng d® kién xac thuc - cha yéu la chitng c?, trong treong hop cua
anh - bat dau 10 dién.

Luc nay chi c6 ba nguoi ho, Sachs, Laurel va Rhyme. Lon Sellitto da vao
trung tam thanh pho dé tuyén mo mot doi khao sat kiém trinh sat dwoc tinh
tuyén tir Pon vi Cong tac Pac biét ctia dai uy Bill Myers. Vi wu tién béo
mat, Laurel khong muoén s dung cac si quan chinh quy cia Phong Tuan
tra.

Sachs trd lai ban lam viéc. C6 von khong quen ng6i yén nhung lai phai
ngoi yén hau hét hai tiéng vira qua. Bi giam ham & day khién nhitng théi
quen xau quay lai: C6 thoc méng tay vao nhau, gai da dau dén chay mau.
Tinh v6n bén chon, c6 néng long muén buwdc di, mudn ra ngoai, muodn lai

https://thuviensach.vn



xe. B0 c6 da sang tao ra mot cach dién dat cling chinh la ban thanh ca ctia
co: Khi ta di chuyén, bon chting chdng thé tém ta...

Cau noéi nay doi véi Herman Sachs c6 nhiéu nghia. D1 nhién né c6 thé
néi dén céng viéc cua 6ng, cua hai cha con - 6ng cling tirng lam canh sat,
mot canh sat tuan tra, di tudn tai khu Deuce, Quéang treong Times, vao mot
thoi diém ma ti 1€ giét ngwoi trong thanh phé ¢ mitc cao ki luc. Nhanh
chan, nhanh tri, nhanh mat c6 thé gittr mang séng cta ta. Cudc doi noi
chung nita. Di chuyén... Ta cang giam thiéu thoi gian nam trong tam ngam
ctia mOt mo6i nguy bat ky thi cang tot, bat luan moéi nguy dé dén tir nhan
tinh, sép hay d6i thi. Ong nhdm di nhdm lai nhitng 10i nay rat nhiéu, tan
dén lic 6ng mat (c6 nhiéu thit ta khong thé vt mat, chang han nhu co thé
suy tan cua ta).

Nhung tat ca cac vu an déu doi héi diéu tra ly lich va cong viéc giay to,
va diéu nay dac biét ding trong vu an nay, khi cac dit kién rat khé kiém tim
va hién treong vu an khong ti€p can dugc. Nén lac nay Sachs dang bi cong
viéc ban gidy giam long, phai 16i qua nhiéu ho so va khao sat khu vie hién
treong - mot cach kin ddo - qua dién thoai. Co ngoanh khéi tam bang roi lai
ngoi, tiép tuc lo dang ngody moéng tay cai vao phan thit mém dwéi mong
mot ngén khac. Cai dau lan ra. C6 mac ké. Mot vong xoan dé mo nhat xuat
hién trén mot mau tin tinh bao c6 dang doc va c6 mac ké luén no.

Nguyén nhan cua sy cang thang nay mot phan la do c6 giam sat, cach
Sachs hinh dung Nance Laurel. Co khong quen bi nguoi khac trong chung,
du la cap trén cta co - la m6t tham t@ hang ba, Amelia Sachs c6 rat nhiéu
cap trén. Laurel gio dd don han dén day - cung hai chiéc laptop bé thé van
chay t6t - va con nho nguwdi mang téi thém nhiéu tap ho so day com nita.

Co ta c6 dinh mang ti€p vao mét cai giwong gap nita khong day?

Mat khac, Laurel thi van tap trung, miéng khong mot nu cuwdi, chang hé
buc doc chit nao. Co ta khom nguwdi vé phia ho so, go loc coc xudng ban
phim mét cach 6n ao dén phat buc va hi hody ghi chép bang nét chi cyc
nho, cau ki. Hét trang nay dén trang khac dwgc do xét, ghi chu va sap xép.
Cac doan van trén man hinh may tinh dwoc doc ky cang, sau do bi bac bo
hodc dwogc trao mot hinh hai méi thong qua chiéc mdy in laser dé nhap bon
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cung cac dong chi cta ching trong bo ho so Khdi t6 Metzger va dong
pham.

Sachs ditng day, budc téi cho bang trang lan nita roi trd lai chiéc ghé
dang sg, co0 gang suy luan vé chuyén di ctia Moreno téi New York tir ngay
30 thang 4 dén hét 2 thang 5. Vira ndy, co6 mdi khdo sat cac khach san va
dich vu xe. C6 két n6i duwgc vGi khoang hai phan ba s6 ngudi bang xwong
bang thit, phan con lai thi c6 dé lai 16i nhan.

C0 dwa mat qua phia kia can phong liéc nhin Rhyme. Anh dang nghe
dién thoai, c6 gang thuyét phuc canh sat Bahamas hgp tac. Nét mat ctia anh
nhw mu6n noi anh ciing chang may man gi hon co.

ROi dién thoai cua Sachs reo. Cudc goi tir Rodney Szamek, cung Pon vi
Toi pham May tinh (CCU) thugc S& canh sat New York, mot doi quan wu
ti gom khoang ba muoi tham t& va nhan vién ho trg. Tuy Rhyme la mét
nha khoa hoc phép y truyén thong, nhung anh va Sachs lam viéc ngay cang
mat thiét hon v6i CCU trong nhitng nam gan day. May tinh va dién thoai di
dong - lan nhitng chitng ¢ tuyét dinh ma ching giit lai twdng chitng nhw
mai mai - rat trong yéu doi véi sy thanh cong cta cong tac diéu tra thoi nay.
Sachs wéc chitng Szamek c& bon muwoi may tudi, nhwng tudi that ctia anh
rat kho xac dinh chinh xac. Szamek toat ra sy tré trung - tir mai téc bom
XOm tGi chuoi trang phuc gom quan jean cung 4o thun nhan nhdam, tdi tinh
yéu manh liét anh ta danh cho “nhitng chiéc hop”, cach anh ta goi nhitng
chiéc mday vi tinh. Chua ké viéc anh ta nghién thit nhac rock 6n ao va
thuwong la dé té.

Chinh la thi nhac dang xap xinh ngoai nén lic nay.

“Chao Rodney,” Sachs noéi, “phién anh van nho tiéng xudng chit duwoc
khong?”

“Xin 16i.”

Szamek la chia khéa tim ra ké t6 giac da ro ri chi 1énh STO. Anh ta dang
lan theo bitc email ndc danh cé dinh kém chi 1énh khir STO, truy nguwoc t
noi nhan email, Van phong Coéng t6 vién quan Manhattan, r6i c6 gang tim
ra noi ké ro ri thong tin gui email nay.
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“Mat it thoi gian,” Szamek bao cdo, trén nhip rock 4/4 yéu &t ctia am
bass va tiéng trong. “Email nay dwgc dan qua cac may chu trung gian cach
nita vong trai dat. Khong, that ra thi quanh trai dat cd mot vong. Tinh dén
gio t0i da truy nguwgc dugc tir van phong cong t6 vién quan dén mot may
chu chuyén tiép tai Pai Loan r6i tir ddy dén Romania. Va n6i c6 biét, nguoi
Romania chang chiu hgp tdc. Nhung toi cling c6 duwgc vai thong tin vé
chiéc hop ma ga st dung. Ga tap tanh khon lanh nhwng lai pham sai lam.”

“Y anh 1a di tim ra nhan hiéu may tinh ctia ga ha?”

“Rat co thé. Chuoi ky ti nhan dién phan mém cua ga... Ma c6 c6 biét do
la gi khong?”

Sachs thd nhan minh khong biét.

“Po la thong tin ma may tinh ctia 6 gti dén cac bo dinh tuyén, may chu
va cac may tinh khac khi c6 1én mang. Ai cling thdy dwgc va tim ra chinh
xac hé diéu hanh va trinh duyét cua co la gi. Cai hop ma ké t6 giac cia co
stt dung chay hé diéu hanh 9.22 ctia Apple va Internet Explorer 5 phién ban
Mac. Loai may ddy cii lam. Thu hep dwoc dang ké pham vi tim kiém. T6i
doan ga co6 laptop iBook. D6 la may Mac xach tay dau tién c6 tich hgp
angten nén co thé ga da dang nhap vao Wi-Fi dé tai tép 1én ma khong can
b diéu gidi hay may cha riéng.”

iBook u? Sachs chwa bao gio nghe dén. “Cii cd nao ha Rodney?”

“Hon muoi nam. Co6 1é ga mua lai may cii bang tién mat, dé t* may nay
khong thé truy nguwgc vé ga. Ga tap tanh khon lanh chinh 1a ché nay. Nhung
ga cling chang ngo la ching ta tim ra dugc hiéu may.”

“Hinh dang no ra sao?”

“May ra thi day la kiéu vo so - c6 hai tong mau, trang va mot mau sang
nao dé, kiéu nhw xanh 14 hay mau vo quyt. Tén sao thi hinh dang vay.”

“Hinh con so0.”

“That ra la kiéu tron canh. Con c6 kiéu chuan hinh ch* nhat nita, lam
bang than chi ran, hinh vuéng. Nhung may nay kha 16n day. Day gap doi
laptop thoi nay. Nhin la nhan ra ngay.”

“T6t qua, Rodney. Cam on anh.”
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“T6i sé tiép tuc diéu tra bo dinh tuyén. Bon Romania ciing phdi nhugng
bd thoi. Toi chi can thuwong lwgng la duwoc.”

Tiéng nhac troi to 1én, r6i dwong day mat tin hiéu.

Sachs liéc xung quanh, thdy Nance Laurel dang nhin c6 v4i vé mat vira
vO cam vira to mo. Sao o ta lam dwgc vé mat nhw thé nhi? Sachs ké cho c6
ta va Rhyme nghe ho6i dap tir bén canh sat toi pham dién tit. Rhyme gat gu,
vé khong an twgng, r6i trd lai cudc goi. Anh khong néi gi. Sachs cho rang
anh dang cho may.

Laurel gat gu té vé tan thwéng. “Phién c6 ghi chép lai thong tin day roi
gui cho toi.”

“Ha?”

Mot khodng nghi. “Thong tin c6 vira cho t6i biét vé qua trinh truy tim va
kiéu may tinh ay.”

Sachs noi, “Toi cling dinh ghi 1én bang day.” Co6 hat dau vé phia chiéc
bang trang.

“That ra t6i thich th gi cling phai ghi chép lai cang s6m cang t6t.” Co
cong t0 vién hat dau vé phia cac chong h6 so ctia minh. “Phién c6.”

CO cong t0 vién nay ct lam lam may chit “Phién c¢6...” nhw thé cam dui
cui.

Sachs thuc sy thidy phién nhung c6 khong mudn dau da vé chuyén nay.
Co nén trén ban phim mét ban ghi nhé ngan gon.

Laurel n6i thém, “Cam on c6. Chi can gwi cai ddy cho t6i qua email roi
toi ty in ra. Tat nhién la qua may cha bao mat.”

“Tat nhién.” Sachs phéng ngay tai liéu di, dong thoi dé y thay kiéu cach
quan ly chi li cia c6 cong td vién nay duong nhw khéng mé rong sang
Lincoln Rhyme.

Dién thoai cta Sachs reo roi c6 chau may ngac nhién khi thay tén ngwoi
goi.

ROt cudc cling goi. Mot manh moi vitng chac. Ngudoi goi la mot thu ky
tai cong ty Elite Limousines, mot trong s6 hang chuc cong ty cho thué xe
ma Sachs da khdo sat trwdc do dé héi lieu Robert Moreno c6 st dung dich
vu cta ho vao ngay 1 thang 5 khong. Thyc té thi anh ta cé st dung. Nguoi
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phu ni* néi nguwdi dan 6ng nay da bao tron xe va tai x€, titc la Moreno da
cho nguoi tai xé cac dia diém minh muon di sau khi duwgc dén. Cong ty
khong Iwu ho so nhitng diém dirng nay nhung ngwdi phu nit cho Sachs tén
va s0O clia nguoi tai xé.

ROi ¢ goi cho ngudi tai xé, ty gidi thiéu réi hoi c6 thé dén phong van
anh ta vé viéc lién quan dén vu an khong.

Bang mét chat giong ngoai quoc dac sét, khé hiéu, anh ta tra 16i chac la
duwgc roi doc cho c6 dia chi. Cé ngat may roi ditng day, tay x6 do khoac
vao.

“Pa lién lac dugc tai x€ ma Moreno thué cho chuyén di ctia anh ta téi
day vao ngay 1 thang 5,” c6 néi v6i Rhyme. “Dé t6i phong van anh ta.”

Laurel néi nhanh, “Truéc khi di, c6 c6 thé ghi chép lai tin tic tw diép
vién Dellray dugc khong?”

“T6i vé la viét ngay.”

CO dé y thdy nét mat Laurel danh lai nhuwng cé vé day la cudc chién co
cong t6 vién chang mudn tham gia.
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14

Vao thoi diém nay cia mot cudc diéu tra thong thwong, Lincoln Rhyme
nhé ra da nho dén sy giup d& ciia mot gidm dinh vién phap y c6 thé noi la
gidi nhat thanh phd, tham ti* Mel Cooper thudc S& canh sat New York.

Nhung s c6 mat ctia anh chang Cooper manh mai, diém tinh nay ciing
vo0 ich khi thiéu vang vat chitng va vira r6i anh chi bao cho Cooper biét dé
trire san - doi véi Lincoln Rhyme diéu nay cé nghia la anh ta phai chuan bi
dé bo hét tat ca, trir treong hgp ban phau thuat mé 16ng ngwc, dé cap mong
dén phong giam dinh. Ngay va lu6n.

Nhung kha nang do6 cé vé khéng cao 1am vao lic nay. Gio diy Rhyme da
trd lai nhiém vu da lam anh mat ca budi sang: c6 gang lay dugc mot it vat
chitng trong vu no sting giét Moreno.

Anh bi m6t quan chitc trong Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas tai Nassau bat
chd may lan thit tw. R6t cudc cling c6 giong noi: “Vang, xin chao. Toi giup
gi dwoc a?” mot phu nit hoi bang mot tong tram day nhip diéu.

Vira kip lic. Nhung anh dan lai sy sot rudt mac du phdi gidi thich lai
toan b6 vu viéc. “To6i la dai iy Rhyme. T6i & bén S& canh sat Thanh pho
New York.” Anh khong con néi “c6 van cho” hay “lam viéc cho” nita. Noi
vay qua phttc tap va dé gay nghi ngo. Anh sé nho Lon Sellitto tam thay mat
anh néu cé nguwdi mudn xac minh. (That ra anh wéc chi c6 nguwoi lam vay
that, nhitng ngwoi hay xac minh la nhitng nguwdi c6 thé lam dwgc viéc).

“New York, vang.”

“T'6i muén noéi chuyén v6i nguwdi nao day trong phong phéap y cua c6.”

“Hién trvong vu an, vang.”

“Pung vay.” Rhyme hinh dung nguoi phu nit anh dang néi chuyén la mot
cong chitc biéng nhac, khong sang da lam, dang ngoi trong mét van phong
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bui bam khéng c6 may diéu hoa, bén dudi mot cai quat quay ré ré. Co 1é
hinh dung vay la phién dién.

“Xin 16i, anh mu6n gap phong nao co?”

C6 1€ chang phién dién dau.

“Phap y. Gap mot ngudi quan ly, vé vu an muu sat Robert Moreno.”

“Xin cho may.”

“Khong, xin c0d... Khoan!”

Cach.

Me no.

Nam phtt sau anh bong nhan ra minh dang néi chuyén véi ngudi nit si
quan ma anh doan chac da nhan cudc goi dau cua anh, mac du co ta dwong
nhw khong nhé anh. Hodc gia vo khong nhé. Anh 1ap lai yéu cau va lan nay
- sau khi 16e 1én mét y - dé thém, “T6i xin 16i phai gap gap thé nay. Chi la
nha bao ct goi dién mai. Néu khong thé dich than cung cap thong tin cho
ho thi t6i danh chuyén ho thang dén van phong co vay.”

Anh khong r6 néi vay liéu cé de doa dwoc gi cu thé khong, anh chi dang
tng bién.

“Nha bao u?” co ta hoi mot cach ngo vuc.

“CNN, ABC, CBS. Fox. Bbu cac kénh.”

“T6i hiéu ro6i. Vang, thra anh.”

Khéng ngd manh khée nay c6 tac dung, bdi vi lan chd may tiép theo chi
mat ba gidy toi da.

“Poitier xin nghe.” Tram, day nhac diéu, nglt diéu Anh pha am hudng
Caribé. Rhyme biét dén kiéu néi du dwong nay khéng phai do da dén quan
ddo, ma vi da tirng gop strc tong mot vai ké tir khu vire nay cta thé gidi vao
nha ti New York. Cac bang nhém Jamaica dé dang bo xa cac bang Mafia
vé murc do bao luc.

“Ald. T6i la Lincoln Rhyme ¢ bén S& canh sat New York.” Anh muén dé
thém, Trdi c6 sap me no cling dirng bat to6i chd mday nita day. Nhung kim
lai.

Tay canh st Bahamas: “A, vang.” Than trong.

“Xin hai toi dang ndi chuyén vdi ai. ST quan Poitier, dung khong?”
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“Ha si Mychal Poitier.”

“Va anh lam viéc bén t6 Hién truong?”

“Khong. Toi la diéu tra vién chinh trong vu 4n Moreno... Khoan da, anh
noi anh la Lincoln Rhyme. Pai uy Rhyme. Cha.”

“Anh biét t6i?”

“Chung t6i c6 mot trong so cac cudn sach phap y cta anh trong thw vién
¢ day. To6i doc r6i.”

Co 1€ diéu nay sé gitip anh c6é dugc chut it sw hgp tac. Mat khac, tay ha si
nay chua n6i minh thich cuén sach nay hay thdy né bé ich. Trang tiéu s
ctia &n ban ma&i nhat c6 ghi Rhyme da nghi hvu, mét sy that ma Poitier,
may thay, cé vé khong biét.

Rhyme bén tr6 tai thuyét phuc. Khong dé cap dén Metzger hay NIOS,
anh gii thich rang S& canh sat New York tin nwdc My c6 lién ddi trong vu
giét Moreno. “T6i c6 mot vai cau héi vé vu ban tia, vé chitng cit. Bay gio
anh c6 chut thoi gian khong? Chung ta ndi chuyén dugc khong?”

Mot khoang lang dung phong cach Nance Laurel. “Sg la khong dugc,
thwa anh. Vu an Moreno hién bi dinh chi va cé...”

“Sao, bi dinh chi?” DPinh chi mot vu an giét nguwdi chwa dinh t0i xay ra
vao tuan trude sao? Pay la thoi diém ma viéc diéu tra dang nhé phai & mitc
cao do nhat chuw.

“Pung vay, thwa dai uy.”

“Ma tai sao? Cac anh bat giam dwgc mot nghi can roi u?”

“Khong, thra anh. Thi¢ nhat, t6i chang hiéu viéc nwdc My lién d6i ma
anh noi tdi 1a thé nao, kha nang cao nhat la vu giét ngudi nay do thanh vién
mot cac-ten ma tdy tir Venezuela tién hanh. Ching t6i dang chd thong béao
tir chinh quyén & day trwdc khi tiép tuc diéu tra. Con riéng toi thi phai tap
trung vao mot vu an cdp bach hon. Mot sinh vién ban thoi gian vira bi mat
tich, m6t c6 gai My. Chac, nhitng t6i ac kiéu nay doi khi cling xdy ra ¢ dat
nuwéc ching t6i.” Poitier dé vao ra chiéu mudn bién hg. “Nhung hiém lam.
Réat hiém. Anh biét roi day. Co sinh vién xinh dep nao bién mat la bao giGi
sa xudng ngay. Nhu kén kén vay.”
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Béo gidi. Co6 thé dé chinh la Iy do Rhyme cudi cung ciing lién lac dwgc
bén Bahamas. Tro bip cia anh da dong cham dén van dé nhay cam.

Tay ha si ndi tiép, “Chuing t6i c6 it vu cuong hiép hon Newark, New
Jersey, it hon han. Nhung mot sinh vién mat tich trén quan dao nay lai bi
phoéng dai 1én nhw 6ng kinh can canh ay. Va xin 16i, t6i phai ndi la chwong
trinh thdi sy cia cac anh hét sitc phién dién. Ca bao gidi & Anh nita. Nhung
bay gio ching t6i mat mot sinh vién My chit khong phai sinh vién Anh, nén
CNN va cac kénh khéc sé dwa tin. Kén kén. Xin 16i nhung t6i phai n6i.”

Va bay gio thi anh ta thao thao bat tuyét - dé lang chuyén day ma,
Rhyme nguwri dwgc. “Ha si...”

“Hét sitc phién dién,” Poitier lap lai. “Mot sinh vién trt My dén day. Co
ta dén day du lich hodc la - céi c6 nay day - dé hoc mdt hoc ky kéo dai sau
thang. Va lic nao ciling la 16i ctia ching t6i ca. Ngudi ta néi ching t6i tham
té.”

Rhyme dd mat hét kién nhan nhwng anh c6 gang gilt binh tinh. “Nay,
dong chi ha si, quay tr& lai vu muu sat Moreno? Hién tai, ching t6i chac
chdn céc cac-ten khong lién quan gi dén cai chét ctia anh ta hét.”

Im lang, trai ngugce hoan toan véi hanh dong noi nang dong dai trede do
cda tay canh sat nay. Ro6i: “Thi... t6i dang no lyc tim ra c6 sinh vién nay.”

“T6i mac ké co sinh vién day,” Rhyme budt miéng, c6 thé phan cam that,
nhung thue ra lic nay anh mdc ké that. “Robert Moreno. Lam on di. Nuéc
My c6 lién ddi va toi hién dang diéu tra vu an nay. Kha la cap bach.”

Nhiém vu: Al-Barani Rashid (Md NIOS: abr942pd5t)

Sinh: 2/73, Michigan

Rhyme hoan toan khong doan dugc ai la Rashid, cai tén tiép theo trong
Hang cho STO, va anh nghi y ciing chang phai mot 6ng bé bong da vo toi
tai bang Connecticut. Nhung anh dong y v6i Nance Laurel la nguwoi nay
khong ly gi phai chét trén co sé thong tin sai 1éch hodc nguy tao.

Thoi han: 19/5...

Rhyme noi tiép, “T6i mudn cé bao cao hién trwedng vu an, anh chup hién
trrong va anh chup noi nap ban cta hung tha ban tia, cac bdo cdo kham
nghiém t thi, phan tich giam dinh. Toan bd ho so. Va bat ky thong tin nao
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da khai thac dwoc vé mét ngwoi tén Don Bruns cé mat trén ddo quanh thaoi
diém no sing. Pay la tén gia, bi danh cua hung tha.”

“Chung t6i thue ra chwa c6 ban bao cdo cudi cung. Ciing c6 ghi chép nay
no nhung chva day da.”

“Chwa day da?” Rhyme lau bau. “Vu giét nguwoi xdy ra vao ngay 9 thang
5 ma.”

“Toi cho la vay.”

Anh ta cho la vay?

Rhyme bong dung cam thay nhoéi 1én mot sy lo au. “Tat nhién la hién
truong da dugc kham xét r6i phai khong?”

“Phai, phadi, tat nhién phai vay.”

Cha, nghe ma nhe nhom.

Poitier no6i, “Mot ngay sau khi 6ng Moreno bi ban, chiing t6i da tién hanh
ngay.”

“Ngay tiép theo co a?”

“Phai.” Poitier ngap ngirng nhu thé biét diy la mot so sudt. “Khi ay
ching t6i c6 mot sw vu khac, mot vu an khac cung ngay. Mot luat sw noi
tiéng bi giét r6i cudp cua tai trung tdm thanh pho, trong van phong nguoi
ndy. Vu an ddy dwoc wu tién. Ong Moreno khong phéi cong dan & day. Ong
luat sw mai la cong dan.”

Co hai diéu kién khién hién treong vu an gan nhw v6 dung doi vdi diéu
tra vién. Thit nhat 1a hién trwong bi nhiém ban do nhiéu ngwoi 1é 16t khap
khu vic nay - ké ca cac canh sat bat can. Thit hai la khodng thoi gian kéo
dai gitta thoi diém gdy an va cong tac kham xét. Chitng ct mau chét dé
thiét 1ap nhan than nghi pham va budc toi c6 thé boc hoi chi trong vai tiéng
dong ho.

Cho md6t ngay méi kham hién treong c6 thé gidm mat mot nira lwgng
chitng cit trong yéu.

“Con hién treeong thi van bi phong téa?”

“Phai, thwa anh.”

Vay ciling d&. Bang mot giong n6i ma anh hi vong c6 du sy nghiém nghi,
Rhyme noi, “Déng chi ha si, s& di ching t6i can dy vao vu nay la vi chiing
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toi nghi hung thu giét Moreno sé tiép tuc gay an.”

“Anh nghi vay that ha?” Giong anh ta nghe lo au thuc sy. “O day sao0?”

“Chung to6i khong biét.”

R6i m6t ngudi khac bong noi chuyén véi tay ha si nay. Mot ban tay che
lai 6ng noi cua dién thoai va Rhyme chi nghe duwgc nhitng tiéng 1lam bam.
Poitier tré lai dwong day dién thoai. “T6i sé ghi lai s6 dién thoai cua dai Gy
va néu tim dwoc thi gi c6 ich, toi sé goi cho anh.”

Ham Rhyme nghién chat. Anh cho s6 r6i héi nhanh, “Cac anh lam on
kham xét lai hién trvong duwoc khong?”

“Xin 16i dai 1y, cac anh c6 nhiéu nguon lyc & New York hon han nguén
Iy ctia ching t6i & day. Ma néi that, vu an nay tredc gio lam téi cam thay
hoi ngop. Pay la an giét nguwoi dau tién t6i diéu tra. Mot nha hoat dong
chinh tri ngoai quéc, mot hung tha ban tia, mot khu nghi dwdng hang sang
va...”

“An giét nguoi dau tién u?”

“0... phai.”

“Pong chi ha si, t6i xin 16i...” Lap lai cau thoai cua anh ta. ... t6i c6 thé
néi chuyén vdi cap trén ctia anh khéng?”

Bang mot giong khong c6 vé gi la cam thdy bi xic pham, Poitier noi,
“Xin cho chit.” Mot lan nita, ban tay lai che 6ng nghe. Rhyme nghe tiéng
xi xam. Anh nghi minh nghe ra “Moreno” va “New York.”

Choc sau, Poitier trg lai. “Xin 16i dai uy. C6 vé nhw cdp quan ly cua toi
khong c6 mat. Nhung t6i ¢6 s6 cua anh roi. T6i san sang goi cho anh khi
chung t6i biét rd6 hon.”

Rhyme tin day c6 thé la co hdi duy nhét cia minh. Anh suy nghi nhanh.
“N6i cho toi biét mot chuyén thoi: Cac anh c6 tim duwgc vién dan nao con
nguyén khong?”

“M0ot vién, dung roi, va...” Anh ta phanh lai gitta chitng. “T6i khong ro
nita. Cho t6i xin 16i. T6i phai di day.”

Rhyme noi, “Vién dan ddy la mdu chot ctia vu an. Chi can cho toi
biét...”

“Cling c6 thé t6i nham lan chuyén day. T6i phai dap may th6i.”
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“Pong chi ha si, anh chuyén ti* phong canh sat nao qua thé?”

Mot khoang nghi. “Phong Thanh tra va Cap phép doanh nghiép, thwa
anh. Con trudc do la Phong Giao thong. T6i phai di day.”

Puong day mat tin hiéu.
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Jacob Swann tdp chiéc Nissan Altima mau xam cta han cach xa nha tay
tai x& limo ctia Robert Moreno.

May tay k¥ thuat cia han da do tham thanh cong, biét dwgc Moreno da
stt dung mot cong ty tén Elite Limousines khi y & trong thanh pho6 vao ngay
1 thang 5. Han ciing phat hién ra Moreno cé mét tai xé dac biét ma y lic
nao ciing st dung. Tén ngudi tai xé nay la Vlad Nikolov. La tai x€ riéng
thwong xuyén chd tay hoat dong chinh tri nay, nén chac ga c6 thong tin ma
bon diéu tra vién muon. Swann khong thé dé bon ho 1ay dugc nhitng dir
kién do.

Trudc d6 han da goi nhanh bang chiéc dién thoai trad tredc cia minh -
“Xin 16i, goi nham so r6i” - va biét lic nay tén tai xé dang & nha. Cai giong
Gruzia hay Nga dac sét cua ga nghe hoi ué oai, c6 1é do ga vira lai ca khuya
vé. Tot. Choc nita ga chang di dau hét. Nhuwng Swann biét han phai hanh
dong nhanh. Bon canh sat tuy khong thé khai thac théng tin mot cach nhén
nho ngoai vong phap luat nhw b phan ho trg ky thuat cta han, nhung khao
sat hién treong truyén thong van c6 thé tiét 16 nhan than cuda tén tai xé.

Swann leo ra khéi xe, du6i ngwdi, mat nhin quanh.

Nhiéu tai xé 1ai thué song tai quan Queens. Pay la do thuc trang do xe tai
Manhattan qua kinh khing va gia bat dong san qua cao. Va bdi vi cong
viéc chay limo thwong doi héi phdi trung chuyén qua lai gitta san bay
LaGuardia va san bay JFK, ma hai dia diém nay lai nam trong dia ban
quan.

Swann dé y thady nha Vlad Nikolov tuy khiém t6n nhung tinh twom. Mot
nhanh hoa trén cay, ram rap va sang stia nho nhiét do xuan diu nhe cung
mot con mua gan day, vién quanh mat tién ctia can nha trét bang gach mau
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be. Bdi cdé gon gang, cac phién da dan dén ctra trudc dugce quét, nhiéu kha
nang con dugc co sach, vao mot hai ngay trwdc. Piém nhan trong tam cta
cai san la hai bui cay hoang dvong, dwoc cat tia cong phu.

Thong tin tir héa don dién nuwdc, trong d6 cé kiéu mau thay duge qua
nhitng chi s6 dong ho dién thong minh, cung cac bién lai mua sam thuc
pham va nhitng mén hang khac ma phong k¥ thuat da khai thac, cho thay
gd Nikolov bon muoi hai tu6i nay song mot minh. Pay la diéu la lung doi
v6i dan nhap cw ngudi Nga hodc Gruzia, vi ho thudng rat quan tam dén gia
dinh. Swann cho rang cé thé ga c6 gia dinh tai qué nha.

Du sao thi cudc song don doc cia ga nay cling c6 1gi cho Swann.

Han tiép tuc di qua can nha, mat liéc nhanh qua mot cita s6 phu rém
voan. Dang ten. C6 thé Nikolov c6 c6 ban gai lau lau lai dén tham ga. Pan
ong Nga hiém khi mua dang ten. C6 ai khac bén trong nha sé ray ra - khong
phai vi Jacob Swann ngai giét & ma vi hai cai chét sé lam gia tdng s6 nguoi
phat hién nan nhan mat tich r6i bdo canh sat dén nhanh hon. Ngudi ta sé
dwa tin ram ro hon. Han muon cai chét cda tén tai xé yén ang duwgc cang lau
cang tot.

Swann dén cudi day nha, xoay nguwdi lai roi trum Ién dau moét cai mi
béng chay den khong hoa tiét, cdi do khoac, 1on mat trai ra roi trong lai vao
ngwoi. Nhan ching phan 16n chi thdy quan 4o trén than va do doi dau. Gia
st lic nay cé ai chitng kién, ho sé thdy hai nguwoi khac nhau di ngang qua
nha, hon la mo6t ngwdi di qua di lai hai lan.

Moi sy nghi ngd du nho nhdt déu quan trong.

Trong lan di thi hai nay, han dwa mat vé hwéng nguwoc lai - nhin tat ca xe
c6 trén con pho tredc nha va gan nha. Han chang danh hoi dwgc xe tuan tra
nao cta S& canh sat New York, cling khong thdy xe cdnh sat nguy trang
nao.

Han buéc t6i cho ctra, tay tho vao trong ba 16 16i ra m6t 6ng nwéc dai
hon mudi lam phan, c6 nap day, rudt nhoi dan chi. Han siét ban tay phai
quanh 6ng nuwdc, tao thanh mot nam dam. Muc dich ctia 6ng nuwéc la lam
diém twa cho phan bén trong ctia ngoén tay, dé néu han c6 nhd quo nam tay
cham vao xwong hay ché ran nao ctia nan nhén, thi xwong dot ban tay sé
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khong gdy. Han hoc dwogc cach nay cling tray trat lam - sau khi danh truot
hong mot tén va va thang vao ma y, khién ngén ut cia han bi ran. Han da
lay lai quyén kiém soat trong tinh hudong d6 nhuwng ban tay phai lai dau
nhitc cyc do. Roi han phat hién rang rat khé thao tac khi cam dao bang ban
tay khong thuan.

Swann 16i ti€p ra khéi ba 16 mét phong bi sach tron, dan kin.

Mot céi liéc quanh. Khong ai ngoai dwong. Han nhan chuéng ctta bang
khép dot ngon tay, nd mot nu cwdi rang rd trén gwong mat.

Khong phan hoi. Ga dang ngu chang?

Han 16i mot to khan gidy ra khoi tti do r6i thit van nam dam ctra. Bi
khéa. O New York luén nhw vay. Nhung & viing ngoai 6 Cleveland hay
Denver thi khong - noi han da giét mot tay moi gidi thong tin vao thang
trwdc. Tat ca cac canh ctta & Highlands Ranch déu khong khéa, ké ca cira
s0. Tén moi gidi nay tham chi con khong khéa chiéc BMW cuay.

Swann toan di vong ra sau nha dé tim mot ctra s6 c6 thé dot nhap.

Nhung r6i han nghe mot tiéng thich, réi cach mot tiéng.

Han nhan chu6ng lan nita, chi dé ngai Nikolov biét han van mong gap
mdt ngai. Pay la viéc lam thudng tinh cua bat ky vi khach nao.

Moi sy nghi ngo du nho nhat...

Mot giong noi, bi bé day ctia canh ctra ham lai. Khong s6t rut. Chi mét
moi.

Cénh ctra m@ ra va Swann ngac nhién - va ha da - khi thay ga tai xé wa
thich cia Robert Moreno chi cao khodng m6t mét bay va khong thé nao
ndng qua bay muoi ki, nhe hon Swann ca chuc ki.

“Ai ddy?” ga tai xé hoi bang chat giong Slave ddc sét, mat nhin ban tay
trai cia Swann, phong bi mau trang. Ban tay phdi khong thay dugc.

“Anh la Nikolov phai khong?”

“Pung roi.” Ga ta dang mac b do ngt nau va mang dép di trong nha.

“T6i c6 mot khodn hoan trd TLC cho anh. Anh phai ky nhan.”

“Ha?”

“Taxi Limousine Commission, hoan tién.”

“U, &, TLC. Hoan tién gi méi duwoc?”
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“Ho tinh thtra phi.”

“Anh lam viéc cho ho ha?”

“Khong, t6i 1a nhan vién moi gidi hgp dong. T6i chi giao séc thoi.”

“Huwr, bon khon kiép. Toi khong biét vu hoan tién la sao nhung bon ho
dung la khon kiép, tinh phi ngu khong chiu n6i. Khoan da, lam sao t6i biét
bon ho khéng chém dep t6i? Nh& tdi ky tir bd quyeén lgi cua toi thi sao?
Chac t6i phai tim luat sw théi.”

Swann cam chiéc phong bi Ién. “Anh doc th cai nay di. Ai cling muén
nhan séc ca nhung trong nay noéi anh khong can phai nhan, anh c6 thé noi
chuyén v&i mot trong tai phan xtt. Toi khong quan tam. Toi giao séc. Anh
khong thém thi dirng nhan.”

Nikolov m@ canh cwa 1wgi ra. “Pua toi xem.”

Swann cong nhan minh khoéng cé 6c hai hwéc nhwng han khong khoi
strng sot tredc cach lwa chon ngén tir xui xéo cda ga nay.

Khi ctta m@, Swann buwédc nhanh t6i xody nam dam tay phai cia minh,
cdi tay dang cam 6ng nwdc, vao vung chan thiy cta ga nay, khong nham
vao miéng vai nau xau xi cia bo do ngu ma vao mot diém cach do chirng
nam phan - bén trong bung anh ta. Va day chinh la ché lu6n luén nén nham
vao khi dam, khong bao gio nham vao bé mat, dé dat dugc lwc danh 16n
nhat.

Nikolov hdc 1én, non oe roi guc nhanh xuéng. Ngay lap titc Swann budc
qua ga ta, chép co6 4o roi kéo 1é nguwdi nay vao han bén trong truwée khi ga
bat dau noén mira. Swann da ga mot phat, cling vao bung, manh, doan nhin
ra ngoai mot ctra sO pha rem dang ten.

Mot con phé yén ang, mot con phd ém 4. Khong c6 ngudi dat ché dao,
khong mot khach qua duwong. Khéng mot chiéc xe.

Han trong vao doi gang cao su, gat then khoa, gidu 6ng nwdc vao nguoi.

“Xin chaooo? Xin chaooo?” Swann goi.

Khong cé ai hét. Chi c6 hai ngudi ho.

Tay lai nam chat c6 4o ga tai x€é, han 16i nan nhan doc san nha mdi danh
sap, roi dat nan nhan vao mét phong sach, khuat khoi tdm nhin cta cac cira
s0.
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Swann dwa mat nhin xuéng nguwoi dan 6ng dang thd hong hoc, mat nhan
nho vi dau.

Phan thit bo than mém, phan co day chau 16n nép vao phan than vai va
phan than ngoai, ding y cdi tén cta n6 - néu dugc ché bién diang, phan thit
nay chi can dung nia dé cat. Nhung miéng thit hinh thang dai ngoang nay,
ndi tiéng nhd moén thit bo Wellington va phi 1& bo Phap, ltic méi mua &
trang thai chang may hap dan va can maot it thdi gian so ché. Phan 16n cong
doan phai dung dén dao. Di nhién ta phai cat bé phan co héng dai hon,
nhung khé khan nhat la 16p mang gan, mot 16p mo lién két mong bao
quanh phan 16n khuc thit.

Manh khée & day la 16c bé hoan toan 16p mang nay nhung dé lai nguyén
ven cang nhiéu thit cang t6t. Lam vay doi hoi phai dua dao theo chuyén
dong kiéu luGi cwa, dong thoi gilt lwdi dao @ mdt goc chinh xac. Ta can
phai luyén tap rat nhiéu dé thyc hién chuan xac.

Jacob Swann dang nghi dén ky thuat nay khi han tu6t con dao Kai Shun
ra khéi chiéc vo g6 danh sap r6i khom nguwoi xuong.
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Trén duong tGi nha nguoi tai xé limo ctia Robert Moreno, Amelia Sachs
cam thay thich thu khi thoat khoi tam kiém soat cia Co giam sat.

Ma lam vay ciing phién dién that, c6 nghi. Nance Laurel xem chirng la
mot cong to vién gioi. Xét theo 16i Dellray noéi, xét tir cach nguwdi phu nir
nay chuan bi cho vu 4n. Nhung vay dau c6 nghia minh phai thich c6 ta.

Amelia nay, diéu tra xem Moreno di nha tho nao, quyén gop bao nhiéu
tién vao cdc su nghiép xa hoi va giup bao nhiéu ba ldo bdng qua duong.

Phién cé...

To6i thay phién day.

It ra thi Sachs dang di chuyén. Va di chuyén nhanh. C6 dang lai chiéc
Ford Torino Cobra 1970 mau hat dé, ké ké vi dong xe Fairlane. Chiéc xe c6
cong suat 405 ma Iyc muwgt ma va dat 606 N mo-men lyc. Di nhién, Sachs
chon thém hop s6 tay bon toc do. Cai can sé Hurst that citng va that thuong
nhuwng doi véi Sachs, day la cach duy nhat dé chuyén so6 - déi vGi co day la
bd phan xe mang lai nhiéu khoai cdm hon dong co. Khia canh lac 16ng duy
nhat ctia chiéc xe - ngoai kiéu dang 16i thoi cta né trén dwong phd New
York dwong dai - 1a nat coi cta chiéc Chevrolet Camaro SS, mot ky vat tw
chiéc xe co bap/3! wa thich dau doi caa o, nan nhan cia mot vu dung do
gitra cO vOi mot tén nghi pham cach day vai nam.

Co diéu khién chiéc Cobra qua cau Buwong S6 59 - cau Queensboro. Bo
co tirng bao Paul Simon c6 viét mot bai hat vé cdy cau nay. C6 dinh tim
kiém bai hat do6 trén iTunes sau khi nghe 6ng bdo vay. Pinh tim kiém né
sau khi 6ng mat. R6i c* moi nam keé tir d6 lai dinh tim kiém no.

Dinh mai ma chwa bao gio lam.

https://thuviensach.vn



MGt bai nhac pop vé mét cay cau. Hay day. Sachs ty nhac minh phai nhg
tim kiém no.

Giao thong vé hudng dong rat thong thoang. Xe cd nhich thém mot chut
la c6 giam vao chan con, giat nhanh chiéc Cobra sang so ba.

Pau. C6 nhan mat.

Khon kiép. Lai la cai dau g6i. Khong dau goi thi hong.

Khon kiép!

Chitng viém khép da deo dudi c6 sudt cad quang doi trwdng thanh cua
minh. Khong phai thap khép - chitng r6i loan hé mién dich am i ludn tac
oai tac quai trong toan bo cac khdp xuwong. Bénh cua co la chitng viem
xwong khép thuwong gap hon, ma can nguyén cé thé do gien hoac hau qua
cua mot cudc dua mo to &6 tudi hai muwoi hai - hodc, chinh xac hon, mot ca
dap dat ngoan muc sau khi chiéc Benelli quyét dinh ty phong ra khéi dwong
dua cach vach dich chi hon bon tram mét. Nhung bat luan nguyén nhan la
gi, cd chi biét chitng bénh nay c tra tdn minh. C6 nhan ra aspirin va
ibuprofen chi c6 tac dung phan nao. Co6 nhan ra chondroitin va glucosamine
khong c6 tac dung - it ra 1a doi vdi c6. Xin 16i nhé, nhitng nguai yéu sun ca
map. Co6 da tiém nhiéu liéu hyaluronan, nhung nhitng liéu nay lam c6 sinh
hoat khé khin vi sung dau trong nhiéu ngay. Va di nhién, mao ga tréng22!
chi c6 thé 1a liéu phap tam thoi. Co6 da hoc duge cach nu6t khan thude va
khong bao gid dong dén bat ct thit gi c6 dan nhan Chi dung toa nay 3 lan.

Song thit quan trong nhat ma c6 hoc duge 1a mim cudi, gid vo con dau
khong ton tai va vo nhw khép cua co la khép cia mot ¢ gai hai muoi tudi
khée manh.

Khi ta di chuyén, bon chting chdng thé tom ta...

Dau vay con dau nay day, nhitng mo6i khép réu ra, budc co tuyét doi
khong dwgc ctt dong nhanh nhu trede. Co vi chiing nhw sgi day phanh khan
cap, vi long 1éo do hoen gi ma khong chiu tach han khoi guoc phanh.

Lé banh, Ié banh...

Va té hon hét la cai bong ma cia vién canh c6 sé bi gat ra ngoai 1é vi
chitng bénh nay. Co lai tw héi: Liéu cap mat cta dai ty Bill Myers c6 nham
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vé hwdng co sang hom ay trong phong giam dinh hay khéng khi mot con
dau boc phat suyt lam c6 vap ngad? Hé & canh quan I6n la co6 gang sitc che
day chitng bénh cua minh. Sang nay c6 c6 lam dugc khong? Co tin la cé.

CO vuot qua cdy cau r6i chuyén manh xuong sé hai, vu ga vé s6 dé bao
vé cai dong co huyén ndo. Bdy lau c6 lam vay dé ty chitng té vGi ban than
la con dau cling khong té lam. C6 dang chuyén bé xé ra to. CO muodn
chuyén s6 khi nao chang duoc.

Co diéu, nhac dau g6i trai dé dap 1én chan con lam nhoi 1én con dau dit
doi khap nguoi co.

Mot giot 1€ mang tinh phan xa ta ra cham cham. C6 gian dit gat no di.
Co lai m6t cach tr ton hon vé phia dich dén cia minh.

Sau muoi phiut, c6 bang cham chdm qua mét khu dan cw ém 4 tai
Queens. Nhitng bai cé gon gang, bé ti, nhitng bui cdy dwoc tia tot twom tat,
nhitng cdy 16n moc 1én tir nhitng vong boi tron tran.

Co kiém tra cac s6 nha. Pi dugc niva day thi co tim ra nha tai xé cua
Robert Moreno. Mot can trét, dugc bao dudng rat tot. O'16i d6 xe, ndm ntia
trong nha xe nita bén ngoai, la mot chiéc Lincoln Town Car, den va sang
béng nhuw sting diéu hanh cua tan binh.

Sachs do song song mot chiéc xe khac r6i quang tdm thé S& canh sat
New York 1én bang diéu khién. Liéc nhin can nha, c6 thay chiéc rem méng
trong phong khéch 16 ra réi tha xuéng tré lai.

Vay la nguoi tai xé c6 ¢ nha. Tét. Bo6i khi ¢t dén ltic canh sat ghé tham
thi nguwoi dan bong suwc nhé ra nhiéu viéc vat can phai lam tan dau dau khap
thanh ph6. Hodc ho chi ndp trong tang ham ma khong chiu ra m& ctra.

C0 budc ra khoi xe, san do thtt chan trai.

Tam 6n, nhung con dau. Chwa dén gid uong thudéc nén co6 dan long
khong uéng thém maot vién ibuprofen nita. Céi chitng suy gan nho nhd ay.

ROi c6 dam ra mat kién nhan vdi ban than vi da lam qua 1én. Troi a,
Rhyme chi stt dung dugc 5% co thé ma c6 than phién bao gid dau. Cam
mom lai ma lam viéc di. Bing trén bac thém trwdc nha ngudi tai x€é, cd
nhan chudng cira, nghe mot tiéng chuéng dong ho Westminster vang 1én
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bén trong, mot tiéng lay rén cau ky nghe that trg tréu khi so vdi kich thuwéc
ti hon cta can nha.

Nguoi tai x€ nay c6 thé cho ho biét nhitng gi? Chang phdi Moreno tirng
néi rang minh bi theo doi, rang anh ta nhan dwgc nhiéu 16i doa giét, rang c6
ngwoi da dot nhap vao phong khach san ctia minh sao? Nguoi tai xé€ c6 mo
ta dugc ké theo doi khong?

Roi tiéng buwdc chan.

C06 cam nhan, hon ca thdy, c6 ngudi dang nhom qua tdm rém voan che 6
ctra s trén canh ctra.

Mot cach 1ay 1€, co gio 1én tam phu hiéu hinh khién.

Cai khoéa kéu cach.

Canh ctra m@ tung ra.
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“Xin chdo, c6 canh sat. A khong, c6 thdm ti¥. C6 1a tham ti phai khong?
Co0 noi thé luc goi cho téi ma.”

“Tham t, ding r6i.”

“Con t0i 1a Tash. C6 goi toi la Tash duwgc r6i.” Anh ta dang than trong,
hét lic no6i chuyén qua dién thoai véi co trude do, nhung co 1€ béi o la phu
ni* va la mot phu nit chang kém phan quyén rii, nén anh ta buong léng thé
phong bi. Chat giong Trung Dong cua anh ta cling ddc sét nhu tredc doé
nhwng khi mat d6i mat thi nghe anh ta néi dé hiéu hon.

Miéng cuoi rang rd, anh ta dan co vao nha, can nha cha yéu trang tri cac
tac pham nghé thuat Ho6i gido. Anh ta la mot ngudi nhé nhan, nuwdc da sam,
mai toc den ram va c6 cac nét cia dan Semite. Co6 doan la ngudi Iran. Anh
ta mic 4o sO mi trang va quan dai chinol3). Anh giai thich ho tén minh Ia
Atash Farada va da lam tai x€ cho Elite Limousines dugc muoi nam. Cling
dang kiéu hanh.

Mot nguoi phu nit trac tudi - Sachs doan chirng bon muoi lam - vui vé
chao c6 va hoi c6 c6 mudn dung tra hay thit gi khac khong.

“Khong, cam on chi.”

“Vg toi, Faye.”

Ho bat tay.

Sachs noi voi Farada, “Cong ty cua anh, Elite, n6i Robert Moreno
thwong str dung mot tai xé khac, ding khéng?”

“Pung, Vlad Nikolov.”

Co nho anh ta danh van. Sachs ghi chép nhanh.

“Nhung anh ay bi 6m vao ngay 1 thang 5 nén ho goi t6i 1ai thay. C6 lam
on cho t6i biét c6 chuyén gi dugc khong?”
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“Toi phai néi vai anh la anh Moreno da bi sat hai.”

“Khong!” Nét mat Farada t6i sam lai. Anh ta rau ri thiy ro. “Xin c6 hay
ké chuyén gi da xdy ra?”

“Po la diéu ching t6i dang c6 gang tim hiéu.”

“Pung la xti quay. Anh dy ciing lich thiép lam. C6 phai bi cuép khong?”

Chan chwr chuat nita, c6 noéi, “T6i muon biét anh dd ché anh Moreno di
dau.”

“Chét r6i sao?” Anh ta quay sang ngwoi vo. “Chét roi, em nghe roi day.
Qua kinh khung.”

“Anh Farada?” Sachs lap lai mot cach kién dinh. “Xin anh néi cho toi
biét minh da ché anh ta di dau dugc khong?”

“Chd di dau, ché di dau.” Tréng anh ta ban loan. Nhuwng lai qua ban loan.
Co y ban loan.

Sachs khong 1ay lam la khi anh ta néi, “Tiéc la t6i khong chac minh c6
nhé khong.”

A. C6 hiéu ngay. “Hay la thé nay. T6i c6 thé thué anh tai hién lai 16 trinh.
Bat dau tir cho anh dén anh ay. Chac nhu vay sé lam anh nhé lai.”

Mt anh ta 1o lién. “O. Phai roi, chic toi sé nhd. Nhung chac t6i con ban
lai cho Elite nhv thvong 1€. T6i...”

“T6i trd anh gap d6i,” Sachs vira n6i vira suy nghi liéu tra tién cho mot
nhan chitng tiém nang trong vu diéu tra muu sat c6 hgp dao dic nghé
nghiép khong. Nhung vu an nay von da day ray sy map ma vé luan ly tw
trén xuong duwdi roi.

Farada noi, “T6i nghi chac dugc. Toi rat buén khi biét anh ay chét. bé
toi goi vai cudc dien thoai da.”

Anh ta bién mat vao trong mot phong nghi hay phong sach, tay 16i chiéc
di dong ra khoi bao.

Vg cta Farada lai hoi, “Co khong muon dung gi sao?”

“Khong, cdm on chi. That day.”

“Co0 dep that day,” nguwdi phu nit noéi cung sy nguwdng mo va ganh ty.

Faye cling rat quyén rii, tuy thap bé va tron trinh. Sachs ngam thdy nguai
ta luén ganh ty vé nhitng gi minh khong c6. Chang han, diéu dau tién c6 dé
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y vé Faye la khi chi ta buéc t6i dé bat tay nit tham t&, c6 khéng thay cé
chut khap khiéng trong dang di cta chi ta.

Farada tré lai, nguwdi mac mot chiéc do khodc mau den choang 1én bo
quan dai va 4o so mi vita ndy. “T6i rdnh. T6i sé chd c6 di. Hi vong t6i nh&
lai dwgc hét nhitng noi ching toi da dén.”

Co nhin Farada cham cham va anh ta nhanh nhau noéi thém, “Nhung mot
khi ching ta bat dau thi chac t6i sé nhd lai nhitng noi dé. Ky tc 1a nhu vay,
phai khong? Gan nhuw 1a mot sinh vat c6 sttc song riéng.”

Anh ta hon vg roi néi sé vé trude bita toi - kém mét cai li€c vé phia
Sachs dé c6 xac nhan diang la nhw vay.

Co0 noi, “Chac chi mat vai tiéng tho6i.”

Anh ta va Sachs buwéc ra ngoai ré6i ngoi vao chiéc Lincoln Town Car mau
den.

“Co khong mudn ngoi ghé sau a?” anh ta héi, ngac nhién khi thay co
chon ngo6i ghé trudc.

«(y »

Amelia Sachs chang phéi dang thiéu ni* chudong xe limo. Co di xe loai
nay chi mot lan - ¢ dam tang bo c6. Khong phai vi trai nghiém d6é ma c¢6 c6
su lién twdng khong hay vdi nhitng chi€c xe con den dai ngoang. Chang
qua c6 khéng quen dé ngudoi khac chd va ngoéi & ghé sau lam tang gap boi
sit kho chiu cuaa co.

Ho 1én duwong. Nguoi tai xé diéu nghé lach qua dong xe cd, vitng tay lai
ma con lich sy va khong bao gio dung coi xe, mdc du ho dung do vai ké
ngu xuan ma néu la Sachs, c6 da bam coi inh 6i ép hét chiing vao lé. Biém
dirng dau tién la khach san Helmsley trén khu phé Nam Central Park.

“T6i don anh dy & day khoang 10 ruGi sang.”

Co0 leo ra ngoai r6i buwdc vao trong, dén ban dang ky phong cua khach
san. Tuy nhién, sit mang nay lai bi pha san. Cac nhan vién ¢ day giup do
tan tinh nhung ho khong cé thong tin gi dinh dang dén vu diéu tra. Moreno
bi tinh nhiéu loai phi phuc vu tan phong - gom c6 phi phuc vu thitc an -
nhung anh ta khéng goi di cling khong nhan cudc dién thoai nao. Chang ai
nh@ anh ta cé tiép khach nao khong.
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Vao lai chiéc limo.

“Ta di dau tiép?” co hoi.

“Ngan hang. T6i khong nhé tén nhung nhé dia diém.”

“Di thoi nao.”

Farada ch@ c6 dén mot chi nhanh ctia Ngan hang American Independent
Bank and Trust trén duong S6 55. Co di vao trong.

Sap dén gio dong cira va mot s6 nhan vién da ra vé. Nguoi tiép tan goi
mot quan ly dén. Khong cé 1énh kham xét, Sachs khong thé 1ay dugc nhiéu
thong tin. Nhung ngwoi phu nit nay, mot trong nhitng vi pho tong giam doc
khu6n mau, c6 ké vai co rang Robert Moreno ghé qua ngan hang vao ngay
1 thang 5 dé déng tai khoan va chuyén tai san ctia anh ta dén md6t ngan
hang tai vung Caribé. Co ta khong noi la ngan hang nao.

“Bao nhiéu? C6 cho t6i biét dwgc khong?”

Chi noi: “Khoang ntra triéu.”

Khéng c6 vé nhw anh ta dang rira nhitng khoan tién kéch su cho cac cac-
ten. Tuy thé, viéc nay van dang nghi.

“Anh ta c6 dé lai it nhiéu tién & day khong?”

“Khong. Va anh ta c6 noi la cling lam y hét vGi toan bo cac tai khoan cua
minh ¢ cac ngan hang khac.”

Trg lai v6i Tash Farada, Sachs thd minh xu6éng ghé sau. “Ro6i di dau
tiép?”

“M0ot c6 nang xinh 1am,” tay tai x€ noi.

Trong thoang ch6c Sachs nghi Farada dang né6i vé c6. Sau dé co tw cuoi
ban than khi anh ta giéi thich 1a da chd Moreno dén Béng Manhattan don
mot nguwdi phu ni ma sau do di cung ho dén hét ngay. Moreno da cho dia
chi don - mot giao 16 gitta duwong Lexington va duwong S6 52 - r6i bdo tai xé
tam dung trudc toa nha @ do.

Sachs va Farada lién dén do6 roi c6 quan sat cong trinh nay. Mot cao 6c¢
van phong thuy tinh hinh hop.

“Co nay la ai?”

Anh ta dap, “T6c sam. T6i doan chac cao cd mot mét bay, ba muwoi may
tudi nhuwng tré 1am, nhin hap dan nhw t6i no6i khi ndy. Ngon ngon. Con vay
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thi ngan ciin con.”

“That ra t6i quan tdm hon dén tén va moéi quan hé doéi tac ctia c6 ta co.”

“Toi chi nghe 16m dugc tén c6 ta la Lydia. Con chuyén lam an thi...
Cha.” Farada n6@ mot nu cuoi e then.

“Thi sa0?”

“Noi thé nay di, tdi chac chan hai nguwdi ho khéng quen nhau trede khi
chang don nang.”

“T6i khong hiéu lam,” Sachs noi.

“Co thay day, co tham t, lam cong viéc nay ching t6i biét dugc nhiéu
chuyén lam. Chung t6i biét dwgc ban chat con nguwdi. C6 vai chuyén khach
khong muon ching toi biét, c6 vai chuyén chinh ching t6i cling chang
muon biét. Ching tdi phdi tang hinh. Nhung chiing t6i tinh mat. Ching t6i
chi biét 14i xe va khong héi gi hét ngoai cau, ‘Ong muén di dau, thwa 6ng?’
Nhung ma ching t6i thay day.”

Chan chwong véi nhitng thit bi truyén cua Hoi than bi cac tai xé limo,
Sachs chau may sot rudt.

Anh ta nho giong lai, nhu thé c6 nguwdi dang nghe ngéng, “R6 rang co ta
chinh la... Co hiéu khéng?”

“Ngudi dong hanh?”34]

“Ngon ngon co ma.”

“Ngon ngon khong han cé nghia kia.”

“Nhung c6 dinh liu dén tién bac nita.”

“Tién.”

“Phan 16n cong viéc ctia chung toi 1a biét diéu, coi nhw khong thay gi
hét.”

Oi troi. Co thé dai. “Tién gi?”

“T6i thay anh Moreno dwa cho c6 nang mot phong bi. Nhin cach hai
nguoi ho cam phong bi 1a t6i biét trong day co tién. Roi anh ta néi, ‘Nhu da
théa thuan’.”

“R0i c0 ta nbi sao?”

“‘Cam on’.”
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Sachs ti héi ph6 cong té vién quan Nance Laurel doan trang sé nghi nhw
thé nao néu biét nan nhan cao quy cuia co ta bat ga mong doé gitta ban ngay.
“Anh c6 thdy mai lién hé nao gitta c6 nay va toa cao 6c khong? C6 ta c6
lam & van phong cu thé nao trong day khong?”

“Co ta dang @ dai sanh lic ching toi tap xe trdc toa nha.”

Sachs khéng nghi mét duong day mai dam lai c6 té6 chic nguy trang &
day. Co 1é co Lydia nay la nhan vién tam thoi hodc c6 mot cong viéc ban
thoi gian khac. C6 goi cho Lon Sellitto mo td, gidi thich vé ngwdi phu nit
nay.

“Va ngon ngon nita,” Tash Farada xen vao.

Sachs mac ké anh ta r6i cho Sellitto dia chi.

Sellitto noi, “T6i tap hgp dugce doi khao sat roi - tit bd phan ctia Myers.
T6i sé bdo bon ho kham toa nha tredc. Xem thit ¢6 ai nghe néi dén nguoi
nao tén Lydia khong.”

Sau khi ho ngat mdy, c6 héi Farada, “Tt day ho di dau?”

“Xudng trung tam thanh pho. Phd Wall.”

“Pi thoi.”

Nguoi tai xé€ cham cham dwa chiéc Town Car hoa vao dong xe cd. Tang
toc, chiéc Lincoln to bé, twa miéng bot bién, lang lach qua dong xe un tac.
Néu phdi lam tu nhéan trong ghé hanh khéch, it ra ¢6 cé thé thd phao la
nguoi tai xé€ nay khong thudc dang ré ra. Co tha va quét mot chit con hon
lai xe ma c* ngan ngtr. Va theo quan diém ctia ¢6, nhanh mgi an toan.

Khi ta di chuyén, bon chting chdng thé tém ta...

Khi ho di vé hwéng trung tam thanh phg, cd hoi, “Anh c6 nghe ho noi
chuyén gi khong, Moreno va Lydia dy?”

“C0, c6. Nhung khong nhu téi twdng vé cong viéc ctia ¢o ta dau, co thé
noi vay.”

Ngoén ngon...

“Anh 4y néi nhiéu vé chinh tri. Giéng nhv thuyét giang vay. Lydia thi
lich su, héi nay héi kia, nhung toan hoi may cau ngudoi ta thwong héi ¢ dam
cudi, dam tang khi co6 la nguoi la vay. May cdu ma ¢6 chang quan tam cau
trd 10i. Héi xa giao day.”
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Sachs kién tri. “N6i toi biét anh ta néi gi.”

“Cha, toi nh¢ anh ta rat gian nwéc My. Cai nay thi toi thay dang lo, that
si rat xiic pham. Chac anh ta twdng minh néi dwgc nhitng 16i nay tredc mat
toi vi tdi c6 giong ngoai qudc va thudc dong doi Trung Pong. Noi ct nhw
t0i v6i anh ta c6 diém gi twong dong vay. Toi da khoc khi Thap déi Trung
tam Thuong mai do sup xudng. T6i mat khach ngay hom ddy, ciing chinh la
ban bé cua t6i. Toi yéu dat nwdc nay nhw anh em. Do6i khi ta cling gian anh
em cua minh. Co c6 vay khong?”

Anbh ta tang t6c vong qua mdt xe buyt va hai chiéc taxi.

“Khong, t6i la con mot.” Co gang kién nhan.

“Thi do6i khi ta cling gian anh em ctia minh nhung lam hoa ré6i thi moi
viéc ém xubi. Diéu d6 lam cai tinh cia c6 chan that. B&i vi suy cho cung thi
ta va nguwoi day cung chung dong mau, mai mai van thé. Nhung anh
Moreno lai khéng san long tha thit cho dat nwéc nay vé nhitng chuyén dat
nwdc nay da lam vai anh.”

“Pa lam voi anh ta?”

“Phai, c6 c6 biét chuyén ddy khong?”

“Khong,” Sachs vira néi vira xoay nguoi vé phia anh ta. “Xin ké t6i
nghe.”
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Co gang cach may ciing sé pham sai lam.

Ta khong thé dé nhitng sai 1am anh huwéng dén ta vé mat cam xtc.

Ta c6 sttc danh kem ma khong lam lanh t6 va dung cu danh thi ré6t cudc
sé cO mon bo.

Ta va bo phan k¥ thuat khai thac danh tinh mdt tai xé limo quen ctia mot
vi khach dé roi vo 1€ ra ga ta lai 6m ding vao ngay ma ta can hoi ga da ché
khach di dau. Mac du da ti mi l6c vai dai thit r6i nhuwng cling khong thé
khién cai ga dang nam trueéc mat ta tiét 10 tén cua tay tai x€ lai thay thé.
Ttrc 1a ga khong biét.

Mang gan...

Jacob Swann ngam thay hdn nhé ra phai biét diéu nay, nhé ra phai chuan
bi, sw viéc lan nay khién han chiu nhuc mot phen. Ta khong thé gia dinh.
Quy tac dau tién dé c6 mot bira an ngon la so ché. Hoan thanh viéc so ché
tlr triede, xat san hét, dong san hét, rit san nuwdc xuyt hét.

Lam san hét.

Chi khi d6 ta méi nhao trén, nau nwéng va hoan tat moén an.

Bay gio han nhanh choéng phi tang trong nha Vlad Nikolov, vira lam vira
ngam thay tiéng dong ho vira qua khong han la phi hét - trau doi ky nang c6
bao gi® la phi. Va lai, Nikolov cé thé da biét diéu gi d6 c6 ich cho canh sat
(mdc du té ra ga chang biét gi). Vi han con phéi gidi quyét nhitng nguoi
nhw ph6 cong t6 vién quan Nance Laurel va ké t6 giac nén han muon git
kin cdi xac ctia Vlad Nikolov cang lau cang t6t. Han quin céi xac dang ri
dich lai trong chuc cai khan tdm roi sau d6 boc lai bang nhiéu bao rac, dan
kin bang keo. Han kéo 1€ cai xac xuéng tang ham, thich thich thich trén cau
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thang, roi cham rai nhét xac vao mot nha kho. Khodng mot tuan nita mui
hoi mai thoat ra.

DPoan han ldy di dong ctia nan nhan goi cho Elite Limousines, bao véi ho
bang thit tiéng Anh ngap ngirng gia giong ngit toc Slav rang minh la anh ho
cta Vlad Nikolov. Cau em tai x& vira biét trong gia dinh c6 nguwdi mat, tan
& qué nha (han khong néi 1a Moscow, Kiev hay Thbilisi, vi han khéng biét).
Vlad sé nghi phép nhiéu tuan. Nguwoi tiép tan trén dién thoai toan phan bac -
vé lich lam viéc, khong phai vi cau chuyén nghe kho tin - nhwng han da dap
may.

Swann khao sat hién trueong tra khdo, chi y thdy minh dé lai rat it chitng
ct. Han da dung bao rac va khan tam dé thdm mau. Lic nay han dung
thudc tay co nhitng cho con lai, r6i b6 mé khan tam va dién thoai vao mat
bao rac dé dem di do vao thung rac 16n trén duong vé nha.

Vira cat budc, han nhan mot email dwge ma héa. Cha, c6 vé nhue NIOS
da biét duwgc mot vai thong tin rat hay ho day. Ké t6 giac van chwa dugc xac
dinh, mdc du Metzger da cho nguoi diéu tra chuyén dé. Tuy nhién, b6 phan
ky thuat da kham pha ra tén ctia mot vai nguwoi khac can dy vao vu an,
ngoai co6 Nance Laurel, cong t6 vién. Cé hai diéu tra vién chinh - mot tham
t* S& canh sat New York tén Amelia Sachs va mot c6 van véi cai tén ky la
la Lincoln Rhyme.

DPa dén liuc phai dao badi va khai thac thém thong tin, Swann ngam nghi,
tay 16i dién thoai ra. Suy cho cung thi wu diém ctia cuén sach nau an hay
nhat thé gidi, Thi ndu nwéng!22!, ndm & viéc kién nhdn gép nhit va trinh
bay cac dit kién, tr kho tri thitc n6i chung - chit chang phai cac céng thitc
ndu an pho treong.
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“Co biét Panama khong?” Tash Farada hoi Sachs, dang ngoi trén ghé
hanh khach cta chiéc Town Car. Anh ta hao hitng va dwong nhw tan hwdng
viéc phong xuyén qua dong xe cd khi ho huéng vé phd Wall.

Co0 noi, “Kénh dao. C6 mot vu xam lwgc gi ddy & noi dé. Ciing 1au roi.”

Nguoi tai x€ cwdi pha 1én roi tang ga nhanh dé tranh lan xe di chuyén
cham trén dai 16 FDR. ““Mot vu xam lwge gi day!” Phai, phai. Toi doc lich
stt nhiéu lam. T6i thich doc lich st lam. Vao nhitng ndam 80, Panama c6
thay doi vé thé ché. Mot cudc cach mang. Ciing nhw dit nwéc ching toi
vay.”

“Phai r6i, Iran. Vao nam 79, ding khong?”

Anh ta chau may liéc co.

“Y t6i 1a Ba Tw,” ¢6 stta lai.

“Khong, t6i dang n6i dén nam 1776. T6i la ngwoi My ma.”

0. bat nwde chiing ta.[36!

“Xin 16i.”

Mot cai chau may nhung 1a cdi chau may khoan dung. “Néi tiép vé
Panama. Noriegal3Z] trugc day tirng 1a dong minh ctia M. Chién dau chong
lai hiém hoa Cong San. Gitip CIA va DEAI28! tuyén chién vé6i hiém hoa ma
tiy... Di nhién, ldo cling giip nhitng trim cac-ten tuyén chién vGi hiém hoa
CIA va DEA. Cai tro day sau cung cling lam lao phai tra gia, r6i 1989, My
chiu hét ndi nén ching ta xam lwgc. C6 diéu, Panama la m6t cudc chién
ban thiu. C6 doc George Orwell chwa?”

“Chuwa.” Sachs c6 thé da doc, cach day da lau, nhung co6 khong bao gio
thach dé hay tim cach gay an tuwgng bang nhitng kién thivc ma minh khong
thong thao.
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“Trong Trai stic vat'32l, Orwell viét, ‘Moi loai vat déu binh déng, nhung
c6 vai loai lai binh dang hon cac loai khac.” Cudc chién tranh nao cling xau
xa ca. Nhung mot s6 cudc chién lai xau xa hon cac cudc chién khac. Lao
nguyén thu Panama nay bién chét, thudc ha cta lao ciling bién chat. Bon
ching la nhitng ké nguy hiém luon dan 4p dan. Nhung cudc xam lwgc day
cling rat kho khan. Rat khoc liét. Bay gio Robert Moreno dang song & day,
tai thu do, véi bo me.”

Sachs nhé lai cudc n6i chuyén gitta c6 véi Fred Dellray, khi y anh da ké
v6i ho 1a Robert Moreno con dwgc goi la Roberto. Co thac mac khong biét
anh ta da doi tén theo luat hay dung dai phién ban Latin lam tén gia.

“Khi d6 anh dy con & tudi thiéu nién. Hom & trong xe, anh ay ké cho
Lydia, c6 ban ngén ngon ctia minh, 1a cudc séng gia dinh ctia anh ay khong
han la hanh phic, b6 thi di cong tac sudt, me thi lic nao cling G dot. Ba me
cling khéng doéai hoai nhiéu dén anh ay.”

Sachs ciling nh¢ lai cong viéc cua nguwoi cha véi cong ty dau, nhitng gio
lam viéc cang thang, va két cuc ty sat ciia nguoi me.

“Hinh nhuw cdu bé nay két ban v6i mot gia dinh song tai thanh pho
Panama. Roberto va hai ngudi anh em kia dan than thiét véi nhau. Hinh
nhuw tén cta ho la Enrico va José. Nghe anh ay ké 1a trac tu6i minh.”

Giong Tash Farada lim dan.

Sachs hiéu dugc cau chuyén nay dang di dén dau.

“Hai anh em ho bj giét trong cudc xam lwgc?”

“Mot ngudi thoi - ban than cua Robert. Anh ay khong biét ké nao ra tay
ban nhung anh dy quy trach nhiém cho nguwdi My. Anh ay noéi chinh pha
My lat long. Ho chang quan tdm gi dén dan ching hay ly twéng ty do nhw
bon ho néi. Bon ho vui vé hau thuan cho Noriega va nhan nhugng v6i ma
tiy, dén lic ldo ta mat 6n dinh thi bon ho lo con kénh sé dong ctra lam cac
tau chd dau khong bang qua dwgc. Chinh vao lic nay bon ho md&i xam
lwgc.” Gio la giong thi tham. “Moreno tim thady xac nguwdi ban. Anh ay van
con gap ac mong vé chuyén nay, anh dy néi véi cai co Lydia nhw thé.”
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Danh rang chitng cit c6 thé cho thdy Moreno chwa phai la thanh nhén,
trdi ngwgc véi mong mudn ctia Nance Laurel, nhung Sachs khong khéi xtic
dong truedc cau chuyén buon nay. Co ty hdi néu la Laurel thi co ta cé xic
dong khong. Co nghi la khong.

Nguoi tai xé ndi thém, “Va lic ké chuyén nay, ké cho Lydia nghe, giong
anh ay dit quang. R6i dung mot cai anh dy cwdi pha 1én réi khoa tay quanh
ngwoi. Anh ay néi minh dang tir biét nwéc My va rat ha da. Pay sé la
chuyén di cudi cung cia anh ay & day. Anh dy biét minh khong thé quay
ve.”

“Khong thé quay vé?”

“Pung vay. Khong thé. ‘Ranh ng’, anh ta néi vay.” Tash Farada dé thém
mot cach doc dia, “T6i thay ranh ng khéi anh ta thi c6. T6i yéu dat nuGc
nay.” Mot khodng nghi r6i anh ta n6i thém, “Khong phai t6i vui vi anh ay
chét, c6 hiéu ma. Nhung anh dy néi xau qué hwong tdi nhiéu qua. Qué
hwong ma t6i tdm niém la dat nwdc tot nhat trén doi va mai nhw thé.”

Khi ho gan dén phé Wall, Sachs hat dau vé phia dia diém xdy ra vu tan
cong 11 thang 9. “Anh ta c6 muon thidy vung binh dia khong?”

“Khong,” nguoi tai x€ néi. “Toi c twdng anh ay mudn chi. Toi twéng
c6 thé anh &y muon thay canh nay dé ha hé, sau tat ca nhitng diéu minh néi.
Ngay lic ddy nhé ra td6i da moi anh ta ra khoi xe. Nhung anh ay khong ha
hé. Anh 4y im bat.”

“Anh chd anh ta di dau ¢ noi nay?”

“T6i tha ho tai cho nay.” Anh ta da tap vao duong Fulton, gan Broadway.
“Toi thay la lam. Chi ngay géc duwong nay théi. Ho ra khoi xe r6i anh ay
néi ho sé no6i chuyén mat nhiéu tiéng. Néu t6i khong chd dugc & day thi ho
sé goi cho toi. Toi dwa cho anh ay danh thiép.”

“Anh thay chuyén day c6 gi ma la?”

“Trong khu vuc nay cua thanh pho thi canh tai xé limo tui t6i c6 thé 1ai
dén gan nhu moi noi, mién la khong c6 cong trinh dang thi cong. Nhung c6
vé nhu anh 4y khong muon t6i thdy ho sap di dau. Toi cho la di vao mét
trong nhitng khach san @ day, khach san Millenium hay mot khach san nao
khac. Ho di b6 vé huéng day ma.”
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Dé ho hen vung trdm véi co6 ban ngon ngon cta anh ta w? Nhung néu vay
thi tai sao lai khong & lai khach san ngoai trung tdm thanh phé cho r6i?

“Anh ta c6 goi cho anh khéng?” Sachs dang hi vong sé 1ay dwgc so dién
thoai cia Moreno, s6 nay c6 1é van con trong danh sach cac cudc goi cua
nguoi tai xé.

Nhung nguoi tai xé noi, “Khong. Téi chi chd ¢ day. Ro6i ho trd lai.”

Co leo ra khoi chiéc Lincoln, di bo theo huéng ma nguwdi tai xé chi. Co
khdo sat ba khach san ¢ gan d6 nhung khong noi nao lwu hé so vé mot vi
khach c6 tén Moreno vao ngay 1 thang 5. Néu ho da dang ky phong, thi cé
thé Lydia da st dung tén minh mdc du manh méi d6 ciing khong dan dén
dau néu khong c6 thém thong tin vé c¢o ta. Sachs ciling trinh ra mét tdm anh
chup Moreno nhung khong ai nhan ra anh ta.

Tay hoat dong chinh tri nay da tra tién cho co ta dé an ngu vGi nguoi
khac chang? Co ty hoi. Ho da gap ngudi nao day tai mot trong so cac khach
san nay hay tai mot van phong ¢ day? Dé hdi 16 hay tong tién nguwdi nay?
Sachs budc trd ra con pho tac nghén tir cho khach san cudi cung, dwa mat
xung quanh nhin hang tram toa nha - nao van phong, nao ctta hiéu, nao can
ho. Mot doi khao sat hién treong cua S@ canh sat New York du co bo ra ca
thang troi dé do hoi vé Robert Moreno va c6 ban cua anh ta ciing chwa
thdm vao dau.

Co cling tu hoi liéu c6 khi nao Lydia nhan thu lao vi ly do khac khong.
Phdi chang c6 nang la thanh vién mot chi bd, mot t6 chitc khing b6 ma
Moreno dang hgp tac? Phai chang bon ho gdp g& mot nhom nguwdi mudn
gri mot thong diép bao lwc nita tai trung tam tai chinh nay cta thanh pho?

Phéng doan nay, tuy hop ly do6i véi Sachs, chac chan lai la diéu ma
Nance Laurel khong mudn nghe.

Y ¢6 néi, co khéng thé xét dén cdc khd ndng khdc u...

Sachs quay ngudi lai roi budc trd lai cho chiéc limo. Lai tha minh vao
ghé tridc, ¢ dudi ngwdi, nhan mat triede sy boc phat cia con dau viem
khép r6i ngody mong tay vao nhau. Pirng dau nita, c6 ty nhud, ngody sau
hon mot chit r6i chui mau 1én quan jean den ctia minh.

“Roi di dau tiép?”
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Farada trd 16i co, “T6i chd ho tré vé khach san. Co gai xudng xe cung
anh ta nhung ho di hai huwong khac nhau. Chang thi di vao trong, con nang
thi di bo vé huwéng dong.”

“Ho c6 om nhau khong?”

“Khong han. Ho swgt ma nhau. Chi vay théi. Anh dy bo t6i va bo rat sop,
mac du tién bo da bao gom trong tién xe.”

“Puoc roi, ta quay lai Queens thoi.”

Anh ta vao s6 r6i lai vé hwéng dong bang qua dong xe ¢ day dac gio tan
tam. Bay gio la khoang 7 gio t6i. Khi chiéc xe Ié banh tirng chit mot, co
héi Farada, “Luc ddy anh c6 cam giac gi la anh ta dang bi theo doi hay
giam sat khong? Anh ta c6 vé bt rit khong? Anh ta c6 hanh dong gi dang
nghi hay giong nhv la hoang twéng khong?”

“Hirm. A. C6 thé néi 1a anh 4y than trong. Anh 4y nhin xung quanh
thwong xuyén. Nhung khong phai mot noi lo lang cu thé. Anh ay khong
néi, chang han nhw, ‘Cai xe do day dang theo doi t6i.” Anh ay giong nhw
mot nguwoi ludn c6 gang dé y moi treong xung quanh hon. Toi chi quan sat
bay nhiéu. Doanh nhan nao ciing vay cd ma. T6i nghi thdi budi nay ho budc
phai vay.”

Sachs cam thay chan nan. Co6 khong biét dwgc gi xac thuc vé chuyén luu
tri cia nguwoi dan 6ng nay tai New York. Lic nay nhiéu cau héi dang lo
Ittng hon la cau tra 16i. Dau vay c6 van khong rii bé duwgc cai cam giac cap
bach khi nghi vé ban chi 1énh STO néu dich danh Rashid la muc tiéu tiép
theo.

Dbiéu chung ta biét la NIOS sé khir ga tredc thit Sdu. Vay ai sé 1a thiét hai
ngoai y day? Vg con ga chang? Mot khach qua duong chang?...

Ho dang & trén cau Williamsburg thi dién thoai cta co6 reo.

“Fred, chao anh.”

“Chao Amelia. Nghe nay, t6i tim dugc mot s6 thit. Pa cho ngudi cta
ching t6i xem qua SIGINT4 duwéi Venezuela. Chop dugc mot tin hiéu
giong noi cia Moreno tit khodng mot thang trede. Co thé co lién quan. Lic
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ddy y néi, ‘Phai, 24 thang 5, dang r6i... bién mat tam luén. Sau do sé la
thien duong.’”

Ngay 24 cach hém nay chwa dén hai tuan. Phai chang anh ta mu6n néi
minh dang 1én ké hoach mot vu tdn céng nao day r6i anh ta phdi bién mat,
nhv Bin Laden?

“Anh co6 nghi ra dugc gi khong?” Sachs hoi.

“Khong, nhung chung t6i van dang dang kiém tra.”

Co ké cho anh diép vién nghe nhitng diéu Farada ly gidi vé tinh tiét day
la chuyén di cu6i cia Moreno dén New York va cudc gap go bi an caa anh
ta gan vung binh dia.

“Vay 1a khép 16i,” Dellray néi. “U, W, cé thé y dang muu tinh chuyén gi
den t6i nén dinh lan trén. Hgp 1y - nhat la khi c6 nghe xong tinh tiét ma t6i
sap ké cho c6 day.”

“Keé di.” Cu0n so0 ghi chép dang trén dui c6, but san sang.

Anh diép vién noéi, “Thém maét bay nghe trom nita ddy. Muai ngay tredc
khi y chét. Moreno khi dy n6i, ‘Ta tim ngwdi nao cho né tung ching dugc
khong?’”

Ruot gan Sachs that lai.

Dellray tiép tuc, “May nguwoi bén ky thuat nghi y néi dén ngay 13 thang
5, cung voi Mexico.”

Do la hai ngay trude. Coé khong nhé ra sy co6 nao nhung Mexico phan 16n
la viing chién s, c6 nhiéu vu tdn cong va giét choc cé lién quan dén ma tiy
dén noi nhitng vu nay chang dang xuat hién trén ban tin thoi sy cia My.
“T6i dang kiém tra xem c6 gi xdy ra vao lic ddy khong. Con cubi cung la -
t0i néi cé vai thit, y t6i la ba thi. Ching t6i tim dwgc ho so di lai cia
Moreno. San sang chwa?”

“Anh ké di.”

Anh diép vién giai thich. “Vao ngay 2 thang 5, Moreno bay t* New York
dén thanh pho Mexico, c6 1é 1a dé 1én ké hoach cho vu danh bom. R6i ngay
hém sau di tiép dén Nicaragua. Ngay sau nita thi t6i San José tai Costa
Rica. Y & day vai ngay r6i bay dén Bahamas vao ngay 7, chinh la noi - mot
vai ngay sau - y dung do vai tai thién xa ctia ngai Don Bruns.”
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Dellray néi thém, “Y bi theo doi so sai tai thanh phé Mexico va Costa
Rica, moéi noi nguwdi ta déu thidy y ditng bén ngoai dai sit quan My. Nhung
khong cé chitng ci chitng minh y c6 vé gi la hiém hoa cd, nén anh chang
cua co chwa heé bi bat nhot.”

“Cam on Fred. Thong tin rat bo ich.”

“T6i sé khai thac thém, Amelia. Nhung phéi n6i véi c6 la toi cha cé khoi
thoi gian ranh roi nita dau.”

“Sao vay, anh c6 vu gi 16n dudi day ha?”

“U. Tbi dinh dbi tén roi dén Canada séng. Gia nhap doi Canh sat Ky
binh.”

Cach.

Co khong cwoi. Anh néi qua tring tim den cta c6, vu an nay chang khac
gi trai boc pha dang chuyc no.

Ntra tiéng sau, Tash Farada do xe ngay 16i do trw6dc nha minh r6i ho ra
khoi xe. Anh ta lam mét diéu bo khong lan vao dau dwoc.

“T6i ng anh bao nhiéu tién?” Sachs hoi.

“Cha, thwong ching toi tinh tién tir ga ra nay dén ga ra kia, nhuwng nhw
vay thi khong hgp ly cho co. Béi vi xe da ¢ day trudc. Neén toi sé tinh tw
thoi diém chiing ta di dén thoi diém ching ta vé t6i noi.” Anh ta nhin dong
h6 deo tay. “Chung ta di lic 4 gio 12 phut va bay gio tré vé lic 7 gio 38
phut.”

Cha, tinh toan ciing kha chinh xac day.

“P0i vbi co thi toi sé lam tron xudng. 4 gio 15 dén 7 gio 30. Vay la 3
tiéng 15 phut.”

Tinh toan cting kha nhanh nira.

“Phi mdt tiéng la bao nhiéu?”

“Mot tiéng thi chin mwoi do la.”

“Mot tiéng ha?” c6 hoi xong m@i nhd la minh hoi thtra.

Mot nu cwoi. “Vay la 382 do la 50 xu.”

Khi that, Sachs nghi, c6 ci twdng chi ton khodng mot phan tw s6 tién ay.
Thé day, lai thém mot 1y do khong nén lam thiéu nit chudng xe limo.

Anh ta n6i thém, “Va di nhiéen...”
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“T6i da dong y tra gap do6i.”

“Vay thi tong cong la 765 do la.”

Mot tiéng thd dai. “Anh chd t6i thém mot chuyén nita dwgc khong?”
Sachs hoi.

“Cha, néu khong ton nhiéu thoi gian thi duge.” Anh ta hat dau vé phia
can nha. “Pén gio com r6i ma.”

“Ché t0i dén cay ATM gan nhat tho6i.”

“A, duwgc, duoc... Va toi sé mién phi chuyén day cho co

»
!
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Chi la twéng twong chang?

Khong.

Trén dwong 1ai dao trd vé Manhattan, trong chiéc Torino Cobra, Sachs
chac chan minh dang bi theo doi.

Lic thoat ra ham chui Midtown va liéc nhin gwong chiéu hau, c6 thay
mot chiéc xe - nhat mau, hiéu xe va doi xe cd khong nhin r6 - dang theo
sau. Xoang xinh. Xam, trang, bac. Gap & day va khap cac néo duong dan
khoi nha Farada.

Nhung sao lai thé duwgc? Co giam sat da bdo dam véi ho la NIOS,
Metzger va ké ban tia khong biét vé vu diéu tra kia ma.

Ma cho du bon chiing c6 phat hién ra, thi lam sao chiing c6 thé tim ra xe
riéng cta co va dinh vi no?

Song Sachs da hoc dugc, tit mot vu &n ma minh va Rhyme titng diéu tra
cach day vai nam, la bat ky ai s& hitu mot hé thong khai thac thong tin so
dang ciing c6 thé theo doi dwgc vi tri ctia mot ngwoi kha dé dang. Qua anh
dong ghi lai bién so xe, qua cong nghé nhan dién khuon mat, qua dién thoai
va thé tin dung, qua GPS, qua b tiép séng E-Zpass, qua chip RFID4! - ma
NIOS thi nhat dinh c6 mot hé thong vugt han cdu hinh co ban. Co da than
trong bay lau nhung c6 1€ van chwa du than trong.

Chuyén nay giai quyét ciing dé thoi!

Mim cwdi, ¢6 khoai chi thie hién mot chudi cac cu ré nhanh, phitc tap,
thuwong xuyén lam 16p xe boc khoi va phéng gan 100 kilomét/gid & so hai.

Sau khi thyc hién cd ré cudi cung réi can bang lai chiéc Cobra hung
diing, dong thoi nd nu cwoi ngot ngao xin 16i ngudoi tai xé dao Sikh ma
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minh da truegt xe xung quanh xe 6ng ta, co tin rang ban than da cat xong cai
duoi co 1é bam theo c6 ndy gio.

Tam thoi nhw vay, cho dén khi doi khai thac thong tin tim thdy c6 mot
lan nita.

Ma cho du day la hanh vi do tham, thi ké deo bam nay liéu c6é phai la
mot moi de doa thuc su?

C6 thé NIOS muon ldy thong tin vé c6 va c6 kha nang tim cach pha hoai
hodc lam cham lai viéc diéu tra an, nhung c6 khé cé thé tin chinh phu lai
tim cach gay thwong tich cho mot si quan S canh sat New York.

Trir phi moi de doa nay khong xuat phat tir chinh pht ma tr mét ké dién
tiét nao d6 tinh co dang lam viéc cho chinh phd, 1gi dung chitc vu ctia han
dé thyc hién cai gidc mo hoang twdng nao day la phai trv khit nhitng ké
khong yéu nwdc nhw han mong muon.

Moi de doa nay ciing c6 thé khong lién quan gi dén Moreno. Amelia
Sachs da tham gia bo tu nhiéu ké va c6 1€ chang ai trong s6 day hai long
lam vé chuyén nay.

That ra Sachs sg@ lanh ca song lung.

C0 do6 xe cach khu pho Tay Central Park mot chut, trén mot con dwong
nhanh, réi quang thé S& canh sat New York trén bang diéu khién. Leo ra
ngoai, Sachs go vao tay cam khau Glock dé dinh hwéng cho minh biét vi tri
chinh x4c cua sting. Dwong nhw moi chiéc xe xung quanh déu c6 mau nhat,
xoang xinh va ndp trong do6 la mot tay tai xé dang ngo dang nhin vé phia
c6. Bong moi chiéc ang-ten, thap nwdc va 6ng nwdc trén néc moi toa nha
trong khu Tay Manhattan Thwgng nay déu la bong moi tén ban tia, huéng
dau thap trong 6ng ngam cta han vao lung co.

Sachs buwéc nhanh dén can biét thy ph6 r6i md ctra vao. Pi vong qua
phong khach, noi Nance Laurel van dang danh may hét nhw lic Sachs roi
khoi day nhiéu gio trwdc, c6 budc vao can phong phuc hoi chic nang cta
Rhyme - mot trong nhitng phong ngu duwéi tang mot - noi lic nay anh dang
tap thé duc.

Vi Thom ditng gan do quan sat, Rhyme dang trong tuw thé ngoi, bi cot
vao mot chiéc xe dap tai cho phirc tap, mau xe kich thich chitc nang bang
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dong dién. Thiét bi nay gii xung dién vao co bap anh thong qua day dong
dé mo phéng tin hiéu ndo va lam chan anh van hanh dwgc ban dap. Hién
gio anh dang hi huc dap nhw mot cua-ro Tour de France.

C0 mim cwoi r6i hén anh.

“Anh mudét mo hoi nay,” anh dong dac.

Dung vay that.

Co lai hon anh, 1an nay lau hon.

Panh rang tap thé duc qua xung dién kich thich chitc nang khéng chita
duwgc chirng liét t¢ chi cta anh, nhwng né giit cho cac co bap va hé thong
mach mau dugce khoe manh va cai thién tinh trang da dé, rat can thiét dé
tranh hién twgng sung tay thuwong gap & nhitng ngwoi bi khuyét tat nghiém
trong. Nhw Rhyme thwong tuyén bd, doi khi chi dé gay sbéc, “Nguwoi que
ngoi nhiéu dén dau méng.”

Bai tap thé duc ciling cai thién chitc nang day than kinh.

DPay la phan thé duc nhip diéu trong bai tdp caa anh. Phan con lai l1a tap
co cb va co vai: Chinh cac thanh t6 nay cua co thé anh hién kiém soat phan
16n chuyén dong ban tay phai cting canh tay phai va, sau cudc phau thuat
trong vai tuan t6i, sé kiém soat ban tay trai va canh tay trdi, néu moi thit
dién bién tot dep.

Sachs wéc chi c6 ditng nghi dén cai ménh deé cudi ay.

“Co6 gi khéng?” anh vira ho vira thd hon hén.

Co bdo cdo lai chuyén di véi tai xé riéng ay, thuat lai cau chuyén nguoi
ban than tho du cia Moreno chét duwéi tay linh My xam lwgc Panama.

“Han thu do6i khi rat sau sac.” Nhung anh khong quan tdm dén cai ma
theo anh la nhitng phan tich v6 nghia vé tam than ctia ngwoi dan 6ng nay.
Rhyme chwa bao gio quan tam. Piéu thu vi hon chinh la thong tin c6 tim
hiéu dwoc vé Lydia, vé cac tai khodn ngan hang bi déng, cudc gap go bi an,
cudc lwu vong ty 4p nham thoat khéi My dwgc Moreno 1én ké hoach - tinh
tiét vé viéc anh ta bién mat vao “khong trung” - va moi lién hé tiém tang
nao dé véi cac vu nd tai thanh phd Mexico vao ngay 13 thang 5.

“Fred sé tiép tuc khai thac. C6 thong tin gi & Bahamas khong?”
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“Chang c6 cai khi gi,” anh vira gat vira thd hon hén. “Anh khong hiéu la
do ho yéu kém hay vi ly do chinh tri nita - chac la ca hai - nhung anh goi lai
ba lan déu bi bat chd may dén mitc phdi tw ddp mdy. H6m nay ca thay la
bay lan. Anh that sy rat ghét chd mdy. Vira ndy anh dinh goi cho dai st
quan My, lanh sy quan hay cho gi day tai Bahamas nhd can thiép. Nhung
Nance thay khong nén lam vay.”

“Tai sao? Sg tin titc dén tai NIOS?”

“U. Anh thay ciing diing. C6 ta chic chin chiing cit s& bt dau bién mat
ngay khi bon ho biét duwgc. Van dé la...” Anh hit mot hoi that sau r6i bang
ban tay phai con hoat dong ctia minh tang téc do chiéc xe dap 1én mot chut.
“... chang c6 chitng ct me gi hét.”

Thom néi, “Tw twr thoi.”

“Tw ti cdi gi, bitc xtc cda t6i, hay bai thé duc cta t6i? Nghe cling giong
tho chit ha?”

“Lincoln.”

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy cttng dau dap thém ba muoi gidy roi gidam tdc do.
“Nam cdy s0,” anh dong dac. “Hai qua strc.”

Sachs 18y mot céi khan va lau it m6 hoi chady doc thai dwong anh. “Em
nghi c6 nguwdi da phat hién ra vu diéu tra r6i.”

Anh hwéng d6i mat sam tinh anh vé phia co.

Co0 ké cho anh nghe vé chiéc xe ma c6 nghi la da bAm du6i minh khi nay.

“Vay la tén ban tia da phat hién ra ching ta r6i? C6 xac dinh dwoc han
khong?”

“Khong. Hodc la han qua ctr, hodc tri twéng twong cta em khi dy dang
lam viéc ngoai gio.”

“Anh nghi trong vu nay thi tha hoang twdng con hon, Sachs a. Em nén ké
lai cho c6 ban cua chung ta trong phong khach. Ma chuyén Thanh Moreno
c6 thé chang phai thanh than gi dau, em c6 ké cho c6 ta nghe chwa?”

“Chwa.”

Co thdy Rhyme nhin c6 bang mot vé mat dac biét.

“Vay la y gi?” c6 haéi.

“Tai sao em khong thich co ta?”
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“Dau va nuéc.”

Rhyme khtic khich. “Ng6 nhan vé hién twgng ky nwéc! Hai thit day hoa
lan dwgc ma, Sachs. Chi can khtt khi ra khoi nwéc la nwéc hoa han vao
dau.”

“Nhé ra em phai biét rang dirng dung sao ngtt véi nha khoa hoc.”

“Nhat la khi n6 khong tra 10i dugc cau hoi cua nguoi do.”

Phdi mat nam gidy sau c6 mdi trd 10i. “Em khong biét tai sao minh
khong wa co6 ta. Mot phan la em khéng quen bi quan 1y chi li. Co ta lai dé
anh yén. Chac phu nit 1a vay.”

“Pé tai day thi anh khong c6 y kién.”

Nhéan manh hon vao 16p da dau, c6 thé dai. “Em di néi cho c6 ta biét
day.”

Co budc dén canh ctra r6i khung lai, quay lai nhin Rhyme dang cat luc
tap trén chiéc xe dap.

Sachs c6 cam xtc lan 16n vé ké hoach phau thuat sap tdi cua anh. Cudc
phau thuat nay day rai ro. Nguoi liét tit chi ngay tir dau da cé hé thé chat rat
yéu, phau thuat c6 thé dan dén cac bién chitng nghiém trong von chang
thanh van dé déi v4i nhitng ngwdi lanh lan.

Phai, tat nhién c6 mudn nguwdi cong sw cia minh cam thay thodi mai vé
ban than. Nhung 1€ nao anh khéng biét sy that - rang con nguwdi anh, nhw
bao nguwoi khac, treée hét 1a ¢ con tim va khéi 6c, sau dé6 mdéi dén thé xac?
Sy that 1a hinh hai bang xwong bang thit ctia ta bé nao cling phu long ta?
Pung la anh bi ngudi khac nhin chong choc ngoai dwong. Anh khong phai
nguwoi duy nhat, c6 cling chiu nhitng cai nhin ngau nghién, thwong la tu
nhitng ké con gdm ghiéc hon han treong hop ctia anh.

Lic nay c6 nhd lai thoi minh con lam ngwdi mau thai trang, bi gat ra
ngoai lé vi vé ngoai xinh dep, vi chiéu cao va mai téc dé bong bénh. Co da
gian dit - tham chi cdm thay bi tén thwong - khi bi déi x¥ khong hon gi mot
moén do swu tap dat tién. Co6 da liéu linh chdp nhan con thinh nd cia me khi
bo cai nghé do, theo chan bo gia nhap S& canh sat New York.

Niém tin, von hiéu biét, sy lya chon, thoi diém ta gitt vitng lap truong...
dé6 la nhitng t6 chat xac 1ap ta la mét nguwdi canh sat. Chit khong phai vé bé
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ngoai.

Lé di nhién, Lincoln Rhyme bi tat nguyén nghiém trong. Ai & trong tinh
trang cua anh lai khong mu6n cdi thién, mu6én cam nam bang hai tay, mudn
budc di? Nhung doi khi co tw hoi phai chang anh chap nhan ca phau thuat
mao hiém ay khong phdi vi ban than minh, ma vi c6. Pay la mot cha dé
hiém khi dwgc dé cap dén, nhuwng mot khi dwge néu ra, nhitng 10i hai nguoi
néi chéch ra khoi dé tai nay nhuw thé dan ndy 1én ti* mat da phang. Nhung
cai an y thi ro rang: Em quanh quan bén mot ké tan phé dé lam céi quai gi
ha, Sachs? Em c6 nhiéu lya chon tot hon anh ma.

Thit nhét, “c6 nhiéu lwa chon t6t hon” ham y la c6 dang kiém tim nguoi
dan ong hoan héo, chuyén co khong dinh lam va chwa bao gio c6 y dinh
lam. Bay lau ¢6 mdi chi hen ho nghiém tiic v6i mot ngudi - mdt tay canh
sat khac - va két cuc ciia moi quan hé that bi thdm (mac du Nick cudi cung
cling da ra tu). Co6 cling hen ho mot vai nguoi, thuwong chi dé khéa lap thoi
gian, cho dén khi nhan ra rang sw chan chwong khi phai ¢ cling ai d6 cang
té hon gap boi lan sy chan chuwong khi co doc.

Co0 hai long véi tinh cach doc 1ap cta minh va, néu Rhyme khéng buéc
vao doi co, co sé thodi mai ma & vay - mai mai, néu khong cé ai khac xuat
hién.

Lam bat c¢ chuyén gi anh mu6n di, c6 nghi. Phau thuat hay khong ciing
dwgc. Nhung hdy lam vi chinh anh. Cho du anh quyét dinh thé nao di nita,
em cung sé ung ho.

C0 ngam anh thém lic nita, mot nu cwoi lwét qua gwong mat cd. R6i nu
cwoi tat dan va c¢6 bwdc vao phong khach dé gap va dua tin cho Co giam
sat.

Thanh Moreno cé thé chang phai thanh than gi dau...
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Khi Sachs ghi v0i lén bang trang thong tin minh thu thap dugc trong
chuyén di véi Tash Farada, Nance Laurel xoay ghé huwéng vé phia nit tham
tir.

Co ta dang co ti€p thu nhitng gi Sachs vira ké cho minh nghe. “Ngudi
dong hanh?” c6 cong t6 vién héi. “Co6 chac khong?”

“Khong chac. Nhuwng day la mot kha nang. Toi goi cho Lon roi. Anh ay
da cho canh sat tuan tra cia Myers khao sat xung quanh xem cé tim dwoc
cO ta khong.”

“Gai goi.” Giong Laurel nghe strng sot.

Sachs twdng co ta phdi sttng sot hon thé nita. Biét dwgc mot & gai diém
cap ke nan nhan da c6 gia dinh ctia minh dong khap New York khong gitp
o ta chiém dwoc s cam thong cta ban hdi tham.

Co con ngac nhién hon nita khi c6 phé cong t6 vién quan bat ngo ndi,
“Pan 0ng nao cha lac 16i. Chuyén day dung muu giai quyét dwoc.”

Co 1€ khi dung ttr “muwu”, y cia co ta la minh sé thw giai thich v6i mot
ban hoi tham gom phan 16n 1a dan 6ng, biét dau ho sé bét chi trich sy thiéu
chung thuy caa Moreno.

Nhung néu c6 hoi téi co chon nhitng vu ma t6i nght cé thé thang khoéng,
tham t Sachs, thi cau trad loi la co...

Sachs tiép tuc, “Du sao thi ciing t6t cho ching ta: C6 thé ho khong danh
hét thoi gian trén giwvong dau. Co thé anh ta da dan c6 nang di gap mot
ngwoi ban, c6 thé co6 nang da thdy mot nguwdi cia NIOS bam dudi ho. Va
néu c6 nang la dan nha nghé thi ching ta sé c6 lgi thé budc c6 ta phai noi,
vi doi nao c6 ta lai muén cudc song cia minh bi soi méi ky qua.” C6 dé
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thém, “Ma ciling c6 thé c6 ta chang phai la ngwoi ho tong gi ca ma, ngugc
lai, c6 dinh liu t6i chuyen khac, chuyén phi phap cling nén.”

“Vimon tién ay.” Laurel gat gu v4i tam bang trang.

“Chinh xac. Tbi cling nghi chac cé lién hé vai khing bo.”

“Moreno khong phai khung bo. Chiing ta da xac 1ap nhu vay réi ma.”

Sachs nghi: Chi c6 co xac lap thi co. Cac dit kién dau co xac 1ap nhv vay.
“Nhung du sao thi...” Co6 cling gat gu vGi tdm bang. “Cac tinh tiét anh ta
khong bao gio tré lai My, nhitng khodn tién chuyén qua ngan hang, bién
mat vao khong trung... Cé nhac dén ‘cho nd tung’ cai gi day tai thanh pho
Mexico.”

“Co6 thé c6 nhiéu nghia. Dung thuéc né danh sap coéng trinh xay dung
cho mot trong s6 cac cong ty Phong trao Trao quyén Pia phuong ctia anh
ta, chang han vay.” Dau vay, nhitng hé qua tiém an cta cac phat hién nay
duwong nhw van lam ¢6 ta ban khoan. “Ngudi tai x€ c6 dé y thay dau hiéu bi
theo doi nao khong?”

Sachs thuat lai nhitng gi Farada ké vé viéc Moreno ctt lu6n nhin quanh
trong tam trang bat an.

Laurel héi, “Anh ta c6 biét Moreno nhin thi¢ cu thé gi khong?”

“Khong.”

Nance Laurel nhich ghé tdi trwdc r6i nhin tran tran vao tdm bang trinh
bay chitng ct?, tw thé cua c6 ta dong bo dén la vdi tw thé cia Rhyme khi anh
ding chiéc xe lan Storm Arrow ctia minh tredc cac ghi chép trén bang,.

“Va khong c6 gi thé hién cong viéc thién nguyén ctia Moreno, khién
nguoi khac nhin anh ta mot cach cé cam tinh v?”

“Nguoi tai xé noi anh ta la ngudi lich thiép. Va anh ta bo sop.”

Pay duong nhw khong han la diéu Laurel mudn biét. “Ra vay.” C6 ta liéc
nhin dong ho deo tay. Bay gio sap 11 gio t6i. Co6 ta chau may nhuv thé twéng
rang lic nay phdi s6ém hon nhiéu. Trong thoang choc, Sachs thuc tinh tin
rang ngwoi phu nit nay dang tinh dén chuyén cam trai qua dém. Nhung
Laurel bat dau sap xép toan bo cac chéng giay to trén ban, vira lam vira ndi,
“T6i vé nha day.” Liéc nhin Sachs. “T6i biét d@ mudn nhuwng phién c6 viét
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lai cac ghi chd ctia ¢6 va nhitng gi diép vién Dellray phat hién, roi gri
hét...”

“Cho c0, trén may cha bao mat.”

“Phién c0.”

Lan béanh t6i lui tredc nhitng tam bang trang thwa chit va lang nghe tiéng
danh may lach cach khong ng6t cia Amelia Sachs trén ban phim may tinh.

Co0 c0 vé khong vui.

Lincoln Rhyme thi nhat dinh khong vui réi. Anh lwét qua cho cai bang
mot lan nita. May tdm bang chét tiét...

Vu an gi ma toan la don théi, map mo va mang tinh phong doan.

V0 can ca.

Khong mot chut chitng ¢t nao dwoc thu thap, khong chitng cit nao dugc
phan tich, khéng chitng ct nao dwgc chuyén thanh suy luan. Rhyme thé dai
ngao ngan.

Mot tram nam tredc, nha khoa hoc hinh sy nguwoi Phap Edmond Locard
néi rang tai moi hién truong vu an déu c6 sy chuyén giao chitng civ giita
hung tha va hién treong hodc gitta hung tha va nan nhan. Sy chuyén giao
nay co thé khé thdy, nhung chac chan né van nam dé cho dugce tim ra...
néu ta biét cach tim, néu ta kién nhan va can cu.

Nguyén ly Locard ddc biét dung trong mot vu muu sat nhv vu Moreno.
Mot vu n6 stng ludn dé lai mot kho tang manh moi: dau dan, vo dan, dau
van tay, dau tich caa phat sting, dau chan, cac chat vi lwgng tai noi an
nap...

Anh biét manh m6i ton tai - nhwng cdc manh méi nay lai ndm ngoai tam
tay. That dién dau. Va moi ngay troi qua, khong phai, moi gio tréi qua, cac
manh moi cang giam gia tri vi bi phan ra, bi nhiém ban va, khong loai trir
kha nang bi cudp di.

Rhyme bdy lau van mong c6 thé ty tay phan tich chitng c dwgc tim
thdy, tu tay tham do, quan sat... so cham. Mt khoai cdm cwc d6 ma anh bi
khudc tir trong nhiéu nam nhoc nhan.
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Nhung cai kha nang dy c6 vé ngay cang khé xay ra, khi thoi gian cit troi
ma phia Bahamas van bat tin.

Mot canh sat tir Cuc Thong tin da goi bao cdo la mac du c6 nhiéu két qua
tim kiém trong co s& dir liéu déi vdi tr khéa “Don Bruns” hay “Donald
Bruns,” nhung khong két qua nao duwgce hé thong Thuat toan Moi lién hé
Tiém an cua Cuc Thong tin xép hang quan trong. Thuat toan nay nhan vao
thong tin riéng biét, nhw tén, dia chi, t6 chitc va hoat dong, roi st dung cac
siéu mdy tinh dé tim ra cac moi lién hé ma cong tac diéu tra truyén thong
c6 thé khéng nhéan ra. Rhyme chi that vong doi chut véi két qua am tinh
nay. Tredc do anh cling khong ky vong nhiéu: Biép vién chinh phu dén cap
bac dy - nhat 1a si quan ban tia - chac chan sé thay doi vé boc thuong
xuyén, chu yéu dung tién mat dé chi tra cac giao dich mua ban va tranh 10
dién cang nhiéu cang tot.

Anh liéc vé phia Sachs, mat c6 dan vao cuén s6 ghi chép khi tay dang
danh may ban ghi nhé cho Laurel. C6 g6 nhanh va chinh xac. Chirng bénh
von anh hwdng dén hong va dau géi da tha cho cac ngoén tay cua co. Co
dwong nhw chang bao gid nhan phim backspace dé sita. Anh nhé lai hoi
minh mdi budc chan vao nganh canh sat, cach ddy nhiéu nam, cac nit canh
sat khong bao gio thira nhan ho biét danh may, sg bi gat ra ngoai va doi xw
nhv trg ly hanh chinh. Thoi thé doi thay. Hién nay, nhitng ai danh may
nhanh hon cé thé tim dwgc thong tin nhanh hon, do d6 diéu tra hiéu qua
hon.

Tuy nhién, nét madt ctia Sachs la nét mdt ctia mot co thu ky bi boc 10t strc
lao dong.

Giong ctia Thom: “Dé t6i lay...?”

“Khong can dau,” Rhyme gat.

“A, to6i dinh héi Amelia co ma,” cau ho 1y dap tra, “sao khong dé chi ay
trd 10i? Chi dung gi dé t6i 1ay?”

“Khong, Thom, cam on cau.”

Rhyme cdm thdy théa man mot cach nho nhen. Anh ciing tr ch6i 161 moi
cta Thom. Ro6i anh tiép tuc suy tu.
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Sachs nhan mot cui dién thoai. Nghe tiéng nhac chat chia vong ra tir dién
thoai ctia c6 la Rhyme biét ngay ai goi. Co6 mé& loa ngoai.

“Anh co tin gi cho tui t6i day, Rodney?” Rhyme goi v&i.

“Lincoln ha? Ciing khéng c6 gi nhiéu nhung t6i da truy ra dwgc email
cta ké t0 gidc tit Romania chuyén dén Thuy Dién.”

Rhyme xem dong hoé. Lic nay la sang sém tai Stockholm. Anh cho la
dong ho sinh hoc ctia dan k¥ thudt ti van hanh theo thdi gian riéng cuaa né.

Anh chang canh sat Bon vi Toi pham May tinh noi, “That ra toi c6 quen
cai ga van hanh dich vu may chu trung gian. Hon mot nam trudc ching toi
cdi nhau miét vé cuén C6 gdi cé hinh xdm réng!#! va suét mot thoi gian
ching t6i toan choi tro xam nhap may tinh ctia nhau. Han cling gioi. Nhung
sao gioi bang t6i dwgc. Du gi thi t6i cling da du dwgc han giip chung ta,
mién la han khong can phai ra toa lam chitng.”

Mac du luc nay dang trong tam trang u dot nhuwng Rhyme budc phai pha
1én cuwoi. “Mang lwdi dong mon cili van con hoat dong t6t nhi - ding nghia
mang lwdi luon.”

Szamek chac cling c6 cuwdi, mac du rat khé biét bai tiéng nhac nén lap
vao nhitng khoang nghi trong 10i anh nai.

“Han biét chac chan la email day bat nguon tir khu viec New York va
khong c6 mdy cha chinh pht nao can dy vao qua trinh dinh tuyén cd. Cac
email nay dwoc guwi tv mang Wi-Fi thwong mai. C6 thé ké t0 giac da chiém
dung tai khoan nguoi khac hodc la st dung Wi-Fi mién phi & quan ca phé
hay khach san nao day.”

“C6 bao nhiéu dia diém?” Sachs héi.

“C6 khoang bay triéu tai khoan khong duwgc bao mat trong khu viic New
York, xap xi.”

“Ai cha.”

“A, kho6 khan 1dm t6i mdi loai ra dwge mot tai khoan.”

“Chi mot thoi sao? Tai khoan nao?”

“Cua to0i.” Anh ty cuwoi voi cau dua caa minh. “Nhung dung lo, thu nho
con s nay ciing nhanh thoi. Phai pha ma mét chit nhung t6i dang nho siéu

https://thuviensach.vn



may tinh tai Columbia day. Co6 gi toi bao ngay.”

Ho cam on anh chang canh sat. Anh nay tr@ lai vdi thit nhac kinh khung
va nhitng chiéc hop yéu dau ctia minh, Sachs tiép tuc danh may mot cach
gian di* con Rhyme thi trd lai ché may tdm bang trang éo udt thong tin.

Téi lwgt dién thoai anh reo va anh gii chat no, dé y thay ma vung la 242.

Cha, thu vi that, anh nghi r6i bat may.
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22

“Alo, anh phai khong, dong chi ha si?”

“Phai, dai uy, dung toi day,” ha si Mychal Poitier thugc Canh lyc Hoang
gia Bahamas dap. Mot tiéng cudi yéu 6t. “Anh cé vé ngac nhién khi nghe
giong toi. Anh khong nghi toi sé goi lai chi gi.”

“Pung vay day.”

“Muon roi. Chac toi goi khong dung luc?”

“Khong dau, anh goi, tdi rat mirng.”

Tiéng chubéng vang 1én dang xa. Poitier dang & dau? Luc nay da muodn,
nhung Rhyme nghe dugc tiéng xi xao ctia nhiéu dam dong, rat dong la
dang khac.

“Luc ndy khi t6i néi chuyén vdi anh, khong phai chi c6 minh t6i. Chac
khi ay t6i tra 10i vai cau nghe la lam.”

“T6i cling thac mac nhu vay day.”

Poitier néi, “C6 thé anh da suy ra la ching t6i it nhiéu c6 sy khién cwdng
khi hop tadc.” Anh ta lang di nhw ty héi liéu c6 ton tai cai tir nay khong.

“Toi co suy ra nhu vay that.”

MGt tiéng nhac inh 6i nghe nhw phét ra tt dan calliope, kiéu nhac hiéu
rap xiéc kinh dién, cat lén.

Poitier néi ti€p, “Va chac anh ciling to mo muon biét tai sao mot canh sat
tré nhuw t6i lai dwoc giao phu trach mot vu an cé vé rat quan trong trong khi
toi chwa bao gio diéu tra &n mang bao gio.”

“Anh tré a?” Rhyme hoi.

“T6i hai mwoi sau tubi.”

Tré trong mot s6 tinh hudng, khong tré lam trong mét s6 tinh hudng
khac. Nhung néi téi cong tac pha an giét ngwoi, phai, cau ta ding la tan
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binh.

Mot tiéng dong 16n, mot tiéng loang xoang, lap day khodng khong xung
quanh Poitier.

Cau ha si néi tiép, “T6i khong & trong van phong.”

“T0i cling suy ra vay.” Rhyme bat cuoi. “Cau dang ¢ ngoai duong a?”

“Khong, khong. Toi lam thém budi t6i. Lam bdo vé cho mot song bac
trong mot khu nghi dudng trén dao Paradise. Gan khu nghi dutng Atlantis
noi tiéng. Anh biét khong?”

Rhyme khong biét. Ca doi anh chwa bao gio di nghi duwdng & bién.

“Canh sat ¢ bén anh c0 hay di lam them khong?”

“Co, mot vai ngudi. Kho kiém song du trong nganh canh sat lam.”

“Vang, vang, dung vay ddy. T6i cling dau mudn di lam. T6i tha tiép tuc
diéu tra vu an c06 sinh vién mat tich nhung t6i can tién... Hién gio to6i khong
c6 nhiéu thoi gian. Téi c6 mua mot thé dién thoai, mwoi phut. Dé toi giai
thich vu 4n Moreno va vai tro cua toi trong vu nay. Anh thay day, to6i nam
trong danh sach cho chuyén dén CDU - Té Tham t Trung wong - cling lau
r6i. Muc tiéu bay lau cta t6i ludn la lam tham t. Tuan tredc mot sép noéi
Vi toi la t6i dugc tuyén vao mot vi tri so cap tai CDU. Con ngac nhién hon
nita la toi sé dwgc giao mot vu an dé giam sat - chinh la vu 4n mang
Moreno. Thé ma t6i c twdng mudn dwgc xét vao t6 day thoi cling phai cho
it nhat mot nam co. Khong twdng twgng noi la chinh téi dugce giao diéu tra
an. Nhung tat nhién t6i phan khdi lam.

“R0i ngudi ta bdo toi s@ di dwgce chon la vi vu an nay lic bay gio chi
mang tinh hanh chinh. Mot cac-ten ditng sau cai chét day - nhu t6i da néi
v6i anh ldc trede. Co 18 1a cac-ten dén tir qué hwong ctia Senor Moreno la
Venezuela. Nhat dinh tay ban tia da roi khoi day, tré vé Caracas. Toi phai
thu thap chitng ct, 1y 10i khai tai khach san noi Senor Moreno chét r6i giri
tép dén canh sat quoc gia Venezuela. T6i sé lam ngudi lién lac trung gian
néu phia ho mudn dén Nassau diéu tra thém. Ro6i t6i phai ho trg mot vai
tham ti* tham nién diéu tra vu &n mang ma toi da dé cap.”

Vi ludt su ndi tiéng.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thém tiéng lodng xodng, la hét. Cai gi day, may danh bac d6 xéng tring
thuwong chang?

Lang di md6t choc, Poitier goi véi ra mot nguwdi gan dé. “Khong, khong,
ho say roi. C¢ trong chirng ho di. T6i dang ban. T6i phai néi chuyén dién
thoai. HO tong ho ra ngoai néu ho hung hang. Goi Samuel By di.”

No6i chuyén trd lai véi Rhyme: “Cac anh nghi ngd c6 ddu hiéu am muu
cta cac vi chép bu, cac mwru d6 den t6i, nham dap tan céng tac diéu tra vu
Moreno. Ciing ding mo6t phan nao day. Truwéc tién, ching ta phai hdi, tai
sao lii cadc-ten &y muon giét anh ta? Senor Moreno rat dugc mén mo tai My
Latin. Li cac-ten day trude hét 1a nhitng tay lam an. Bon ching doi nao lai
muon giét mot nha hoat dong chinh tri dwoc long dai ching dé lam phat y
nguoi dan, trong khi ching can hg lam cong nhan va tuén ma tdy hd ching.
Cam nhan cua t6i - tir mot vai tw liéu toi da tra khao - 1a 1 cac-ten day va
Moreno nhan nhin lan nhau.”

Rhyme néi v6i cau ta, “Nhu toi da noi vdi cau, chung t6i cling c6 cung
cam nhan.”

Cau ha si nghi mot choc. “Senor Moreno rat 16n tiéng chong My. Va
Phong trao Trao quyén Dia phuwong ctia anh ta véi dinh kién chéng MYV cta
né ngay cang dugc wa chudng. Anh biét chuyén day khong?”

“Co, t6i biét.”

“Va anh ta quan hé véi nhitng t6 chitfc mang hoi hwéng khing bo. Di
nhién day ciing chang phai chuyén gi la.”

“Chung toi cling biét chuyén day.”

“Gio toi lai nghi thdy...” Giong cau ta chung xudng. “... c6 thé chinh
phti cdc anh muén ngudi nay chét.”

Rhyme nhdn ra bdy 1au minh da danh gia thap cdu ha si nay.

“Nén anh thay dwgc tinh huéng ma cap trén cta t6i phai déi mat réi day -
ding ra la Quoc hoi caa ching t6i va nguyén cd Bo An ninh Quoc gia.” Gio
thi cdu ta gan nhw thi tham. “Néu ching t6i diéu tra dwgc CIA hay Lau
Nam Géc da phai mot linh ban tia xuéng day ban Senor Moreno thi sao?
ROi néu canh sat tim ra ké ddy va t6 chic cta han thi sao? Hé qua ctia viéc
nay sé nghiém trong chit chang choi. Dé tra diia vu phanh phui dang xau ho
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ddy, phia My c6 thé sé dwa ra cac quyét dinh thay doi chinh sach nhap canh
doi véi Bahamas. Hodc chinh sadch Héi quan. Nhu vay sé rat khé khan cho
ching t6i. Kinh té€ ¢ day khong dwoc tot. Chung t6i can nguwdi My. Ching
toi can nhiéu gia dinh dén day dé con cai ho dwoc choi vGi ca heo, ba ndi
ba ngoai thi tdp thé duc nhip diéu trong bé boi, vg chong thi 1én tré lai
phong dé hu hi v&i nhau sau nhiéu thang trdi chwa an ai. Ching téi khong
thé mat du khach dwgc. Tuyét déi khong. Va mudn vay, ching t6i khong
thé lam mat long Washington.”

“Cau nghi néu diéu tra tich cyc hon thi sé bi tritng phat nhuw thé a?”

“DPé la 10i ly giai hgp ly cho chi tiét kho hiéu la diéu tra vién chinh trong
vu an Moreno - titc 1a toi day - méi cach day hai tuan thoi con lam may cai
viéc bdo dam tat ca cac toa nha mdgi xay déu phai cé ctra thoat hiém va cac
cong ty cho thué Jet Ski phai tra phi dung han.”

Giong Poitier cdt cao am lwgng va cé chat thép trong do. “Nhung t6i
phai néi cho anh biét, thwa dai ty: C6 thé toi tirng cong tac tai T6 Thanh tra
va Cap phép Doanh nghiép nhung khong hé c6 mot vu thanh tra hay cap
phép nao t6i dam nhiém ma khong duwgc hoan thanh dung han, ti mi va
trong sach ca.”

“T6i tin anh ma, dong chi ha si.”

“Nén téi duwgc giao vu nay thi ray ra cho téi, ma khéng dugc giao thi
cling ray ra, hi vong anh hiéu dwoc y t6i.”

Im lang, r6i sy im lang bi pha v& trwdc tiéng may danh bac kéu lodng
xoang am 1 do vao tai Rhyme.

Tiéng dong vira dit, Mychal Poitier thi tham, “Vu an Moreno dang bé
tac & day, thra dai uy. Nhung t6i nghi vu 4n nay bén phia cac anh dang tién
trién nhanh.”

“Pung vay.”

“Va cdc anh, theo t6i doan, mudn truy t6 tdoi am muu.”

Qua la anh da danh gia thap cau ta. “Ptng vay.”

“T6i da tra cai tén ddy, Don Bruns. Anh néi day chi la vo boc.”

“Phai.”
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“H6 so lwu caa ching t6i ¢ day khong tim thay gi. Bén Hai quan, bén
Kiém soat HO chiéu, danh sach khach ngu tai khach san cling khong thay.
Ma nhiéu khi han da 1én It 1én 1én ddo dé dang. Pau c6 kho gi. Nhung ¢
hai tinh tiét c6 thé gitp anh. Bay lau t6i chwa hé boé bé han vu nay. Toi c6
phong van cac nhan ching, nhw t6i da n6i. Mot nhan vién tiép tan tai khach
san South Cove cho biét c6 nguoi goi cho tiép tan hai ngay trwdc khi
Robert Moreno dén dé xac nhan dat phong. Ngudoi goi la dan O0ng, giong
My¥. Nhung nhan vién nay thdy la vi vé si cia Moreno tredc do khodng mot
tiéng da goi r6i, cling dé xac nhan dat phong. Ngudi goi thit hai nay c6 thé
song & MY hodc t* My dén nhung han la ai ma lai quan tdm nhiéu dén
chuyén Moreno dén khach san?”

“Cau c6 lay dugc so khong?”

“Ngudi ta n6i s6 nay c6 ma vung ¢ My. Nhung s6 day du thi khong lay
duwgc. Hodc noi trang ra, ngudi ta bdo toi dirng dao thém thong tin gi nita dé
tim ra s6. Con tinh tiét thit hai: Vao ngay tredc vu nd stng, c6 mot nguai
tGi khach san nay, hoi han da thit. Ga nay n6i chuyén v6i mot c6 hau ban vé
day phong ma Senor Moreno dang ngu, hoi la c6 nguoi thwong xuyén trong
chirng khuon vien bén ngoai khong, day phong c6 rem khong, vé si ciia anh
ta & dau, hoi théi quen ra vao cia may ngudi nay. Toi cho day chinh la ké
da goi dién thoai, nhung di nhién t6i lam sao biét duwgc.”

“Ngudi ta c6 mo ta cho cau biét khong?”

“Nam, nguoi da trang, khodng ba mwoi lam tudi, téc cat ngan, nau nhat.
Ciling giong My. Gay nhung san chac, theo 16i c6 hau ban. Co ta cling néi
nhin han cé dang vé quan doi.”

“Chinh la ké chung ta can. Trudc tién, han goi dé chac chan Moreno van
dén khach san. Ro6i han xudt hién mot ngay tredc vu né sing dé do xét khu
vire muc tiéu. Cé chiéc xe nao khong? Con tinh tiét nao nita?”

“Khong, e la khong.”

Bip.

Rhyme nghe thdy tiéng nay qua duong day dién thoai va nghi: Khi that,
NIOS dang nghe trom chung ta.
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Nhung Poitier n6i, “T6i chi con vai phut théi. D6 1a tiéng bao thdi gian
trén thé cua toi sap hét.”

“Toi sé goi lai cho cau...”

“Du sao toi cling phai di roi. T6i hi vong...”

Rhyme néi gap géap, “Xin cho da. Ké cho t6i nghe vé hién trwong vu an
di. Luc nay t6i héi cau vé vién dan.”

Chinh la mau chot cta vu an...

Mot khoang lang. “Ké ban tia ban ba phat tit mot khodng cach rat xa,
hon mot cdy s6 rwdi. Hai phat trugt va hai vién dan nay v ra trén bic
twong bé tong bén ngoai phong. Vién dan 1dy mang Moreno thi gan nhw
con nguyén lic tim thay.”

“Mot vien 1?” Rhyme khong hiéu. “Con cac nan nhan khac?”

“A, ho khong bi ban. Phét sting rat manh nén dap vao ctia s6 roi trit thay
tinh 1én cd ddm. Ngudi vé si va ong nha bao phéng van Moreno bi manh
kinh cat trang rat sau r6i chdy mau dén chét trwde khi kip dén bénh vién.”

Vién dan triéu do.

“Con vo dan?”

“T6i da yéu cau mot doi hién treong dén tim kiém noi ngam chinh xac
cta tén ban tia. Nhung ma...” Giong cau nhat dan. “Di nhién t6i chi la hang
tép riu nén ho bao téi ho chang viéc gi phai nhoc cong.”

“Ho sg nhoc cong?”

“Khu vyce day go ghé 1am, dwong ven bién day da nén rat kho kham xét.
T6i phan doi nhung lic bay gio cap trén da ra quyét dinh khong theo dudi
VU an nay nira.”

“Anh ty minh kham xét duwgc ma, dong chi ha si. Toi c6 thé chi anh cach
tim noi an nap cda han,” Rhyme ndi.

“Nhung ma, vu an da bi dinh chi, nhw t6i da noi.”

Bip.

“Chi can tim kiém may thi don gidn th6i. Ké ban tia nao du kj ludng
dén dau cling dé lai rat nhiéu dau vét. Khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Bip, bip...
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“To6i khong lam dwgc, thwa dai iy. C6 sinh vién mat tich van chwa tim
thay.”

Rhyme budt miéng: “DPugc roi, dong chi ha si, nhung cau - chi it cling
gtti cho t6i ban bao cdo, anh chup, két qua kham nghiém t& thi. Va néu
dwgc thi toi mudn c6 quan do nan nhan nita. Nhat la giay. Va... vién dan ay.
To6i thye sy mudn cé vién dan nay. Chuing t6i sé ghi chép ti mi vao bién ban
theo doi quy trinh st dung chirng c.”

Mot khoang lang. “Khéng dugc, xin 16i dai ty. Toi phai di r6i.”

Bip, bip, bip...

Tiéng bip cu6i cung ma Rhyme nghe dwoc trieée khi dwong day im bat la
tiéng hu gdp gap cia mot may danh bac va mot du khach say khuwét cau
nhau, “Hay, hay. Té ra ton hai tram d6 mgi thang dugc me né ba muoi chin
do.”
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bém do, Rhyme va Sachs nam trén chiéc giwvong SunTec ctia anh, nga
han ra sau.

Trudc dé c6 da cam doan véi anh la chiéc givong nay ém ai khon td, mot
danh gia ma anh danh phai tin, vi cdm quan duy nhat cta anh la chiéc ao
g0i tron lang. Ma chiéc 4o goi that ra cling kha xa xi.

“Xem kia,” c6 tham thi.

Ngay lap titc bén ngoai ctta s6 phong ngu trén tang hai ctia Rhyme, trén
ria ctra, la mot chuyén dong thoang qua, rat khé nhan ra trong anh chiéu ta.

Mot chiéc 16ng vii bay 1én roi dat ra khoi tam mat. Mot chiéc nita.

Gio an toi.

Nhitng con chim cat 16n dang s6ng trén ria ctra s6 nay, hodac mdt trong so
nhitng ctta s6 khac bén ngoai can biét thy pho, ké tir khi Rhyme tré thanh
cw dan noi day. Anh dac biét hai l1ong khi chiing chon noi ¢ ctia anh lam t6.
La nha khoa hoc, anh ditt khoat khong tin vao dau hiéu hay diém bao hay
nhitng chuyén siéu nhién, nhung anh lai chang thay c6 gi bat hgp ly déi véi
khai niém “biéu trng”. Anh xem nhitng con chim nay la hinh anh an du,
nghi vé mot chi tiét it ai biét vé loai chim nay: Khi tdn cong muc tiéu,
ching vé co ban la bat dong. Nhitng cudén co bap nhao xuéng, chan bung ra
cod dinh, canh khép, lao cat gi6. Ching nhdy bé xuéng & téc do hon 320
kilomét/gio, giét con moi bang lwc va cham, khong phai bang can xé.

Bat dong, nhung khong khac gi manh tha.

Mot chiéc 16ng vii nita troi di khi doi chim bé sang 16 trinh bay chinh ctia
ching. Mén chinh ctia 1 cat nay méi day la mdt con bé cau béo t va bat
can. Cat thwong hoat dong trong ngay va san moi dén chiéu ta nhung trong
thanh pho, ching thvong hoat dong vé dém.
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“Mam mam,” Sachs noi.

Rhyme cuoi.

Co xich lai gan anh va anh ngwri thdy mui hvong néng nan ttr toc c6. Chi
mot chit dau goi, hwong hoa. Amelia Sachs chang phai mot c6 nang thich
dung nuwdc hoa. Canh tay phéi ctia anh nhac 1én r6i anh 6m dau c6 vao sat
hon.

“Anh c6 dinh tiép tuc theo ddi vu an khéng?” c6 héi. “Cung Poitier
day?”

“Anh rang xem sao. Cau ay c6 vé rat cuong quyét la sé khéng gitp
ching ta nita. Nhuwng anh biét cdu ay chan nan vi khong dugc phép dao sau
hon.”

“Vu nay that la,” co noi.

Anh thi tham, “Con cam giac bi cai dung thanh mé6t dau thu ¢ cap vi mo6
nhu thé ndo ha Sachs? Em c6 dinh chuyén truc sang huéng dé khong?”43!

Co cuoi 1on. “Ma cai phong ong ta quan ly la gi mai dugce, dai uy Myers
ay: Bon vi Cong tac Dac biét ha?”

“Em la canh sat ma. Anh twdng em biét chi.”

“Chua tirng nghe dén.”

Ho im bat va roi, trong bo vai anh, binh thwong nhw bo vai bao nguwoi,
anh cam nhan dugc co dang danh nguoi lai.

“No6i cho anh biét di,” anh néi.

“Anh biét ddy, Rhyme, cAm nhan ctia em vé vu an nay ciing chang kha
hon chut nao.”

“Em ndéi vé nhitng chuyén da ké v4i Nance ddy ha? Em khong chac liéu
Metzger va ké ban tia cua ching ta c6 phdi la loai hung thu ma ching ta
muon theo dudi khong chi gi?”

“Chinh xac.”

Rhyme gat gu. “Anh dong y, Sachs. Anh chuwa bao gid nghi van bat c
mot vu diéu tra nao sudt thoi gian vira qua. Nhitng vu day trudc gio cé map
mo g1 dau. Vu nay thi dung la map mo.”
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“Nhung con mdt diéu ching ta phai nhé, Sachs a. Lién quan dén ching

ta.”

“Chung ta la nguoi tinh nguyén.”

“U. Chiing ta muén bé di thi bé. D& Myers va Laurel tim ngudi khéc
vay.”

CO cam bat, bat dong, it ra la theo nhitng b6 phan cdm quan c6 thé cam
nhan dugc chuyén dong cia Rhyme.

Anh néi tiép, “Ngay tir dau em da khong hai long vu an nay.”

“Phai, em khong hai long. Va mot phan trong em muon rt, ding vay. Co6
qua nhiéu thit ching ta khong biét, nao la ai lién can, bon ho nghi gi, dong
co cua bon ho la gi.”

N hoang dong co cua toi Oi.

“Va khi n6i ‘ngudi lién can’, em mudn n6i dén ca Nance Laurel va Bill
Myers, chit khong chi Metzger va tén Bruns quai quy nao ddy.” Sau choc
lat: “Em c6 linh cdm x&u vé vu an nay, Rhyme a. Em biét, anh khong tin
may chuyén linh cdm. Nhuwng trong phan 16n sy nghiép ctia minh, anh chi
biét hién trwedng vu an. Con em thi ranh chuyén ngoai dwong. Linh cam la
c6 that day.”

Ca hai cung lang di trong choc lat, cing nhin con chim cat trong nang
minh r6i cat canh bang mot dao dong nhe. Chiing chang phai loai vat 16n
nhuwng, khi nhin that gan, dong tac ria long cua ching trong duwong bé
vuong gia, cling nhw cai nhin cham chap ngan nghti ma manh liét ctia con
chim. Tam nhin cta ching rat dang kinh ngac, ching thdy con méi ti cach
xa nhiéu cay so.

Biéu trung. ..

“Anh muon tiép tuc vu nay, ding khéng?” co hoi.

Anh néi, “Anh hiéu y ctia em, Sachs a. Nhung do6i véi anh d6 1a mot nat
that can phai thdo mé. Anh khong buéng xudi duwgc. Nhung em thi khong
can phai vay.”

Ngay 13p titc c6 thi tham, “Khong, em diéu tra cung anh, Rhyme. Anh va
em. Chung ta.”

“Tot, anh chi...”
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Va 1oi anh dot ngdt bi ngat ngang khi miéng Sachs lap day miéng anh va
c6 hon anh ngau nghién, gan nhw manh liét, may tam chan trugt ra sau. Co
treon 1én trén nguwdi anh, gitt chat dau anh. Anh cdm nhan dwgc cac ngén
tay ctia co dang sau dau anh, tai anh, ma anh, cac ngén tay lic citng cap, réi
mém mong. Lai manh mé tré lai. Vuoét c¢6 anh, vuot thai dwong anh. Moi
Rhyme di t* m6i c6 sang toc co, dén mot diém dang sau tai co, r6i xudng
cam c0 va ngy lai trén miéng c6. Nan lai day.

Rhyme da dung canh tay mdi hoat dong dwgc cia minh trén bang diéu
khién ctia mot kinh hién vi ddi chiéu hiéu Bausch+Lornb#4l trén dién
thoai, mdy vi tinh va mdt thiét bi do toc do bién thién mat do. Anh chwa
tirng dung n6 cho muc dich nay: kéo Sachs lai gan, gan hon, gii* chat phan
trén cung chiéc do ngu lua cta cd réi khéo 1éo kéo né 1én khoi dau co.

Anh cho la nhé ra minh c6 thé st dung thanh thao cac nut nay, néu thi
may mo, nhwng sy cap bach da sai khién anh lam ngugc lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thir Ba, 16 Thang 5

https://thuviensach.vn



24

Rhyme lan banh tit phong khach phia trwéc can biét thy phé ctia minh
vao trong 16i di cam thach gan ctra trwdc.

Béc si Vic Barrington, chuyén gia vé tén thwong tiy song ctia Rhyme,
theo anh ra ngoai, va Thom dong hét cac ctra phong khach réi di cung ho.
Y twéng vé viéc bac si tham kham tan nha la chuyén ctia mot thoi dai khac,
néu khong muoén néi la mot chiéu khong gian khac. Nhung xét dén tinh
trang chan thwong cia bénh nhan, nhiéu vi bac si, thyc su gioi, sé chiu khé
1én tan ndi néu diéu do6 thuan tién hon cho bénh nhan.

Nhung Barrington lai phi truyén thong vé nhiéu mat. Ba 16 den cta 6ng
la hang Nike chinh hiéu va 6ng da dap xe tir bénh vién dén day.

“T6i rat cam kich vi mdi sang sGm thé nay ma ong da tdi,” Rhyme noi
v@i ong bac sl.

Luc nay la 6 ruGi sang.

Rhyme thich vi bac si nay. Anh quyét dinh dan long va mién cho 6ng cau
héi “chuyén khan” hay “chuyén gi ddy” hom qua ra sao ma 6ng phai hoan
lai cudc hen gitta ho. Gap bac si khac la anh da tra héi ra ba roi.

Barrington vira hoan tat mot bd xét nghiém cuéi dé chuan bi cho cudc
phau thudt dugc 1én lich vao ngay 26 thang 5.

“T6i sé c6 gang phan tich mau roi xem qua két qua nhung hién tai khong
thay c6 gi thay do6i trong tuan vira qua ca. Huyét ap rat tot.”

Pay chinh la ké thu truyén kiép ctia nhitng bénh nhan tén thuwong tiy
song nghiém trong: Mot con tang phan xa tu phat cé thé lam huyét 4p nhay
vot trong vai phut dan dén dot quy va ti vong néu bac si hay diéu dutng
khong phan tng kip thoi.
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“Qua moi lan kham, dung tich phoi déu tot hon va t6i thé la anh khée
con hon toi day.”

Barrington khong phai dang nguwdi wa tao lao nén khi Rhyme héi cau tiép
theo, anh biét minh sé nhan dwgc cau tra 10i that long. “Xac suat cua toi la
bao nhiéu?”

“Xac suat canh tay va ban tay trai hoat dong lai dugc ha? Gan 100%.
Ghép gan va dung dién cuc c6 kha nang thanh cong ciing kha cao...”

“Khong, y t6i khong phai vay. To6i dang ndi dén co hdi song so6t sau phau
thuat hodc khong bi tai bién gi co.”

“A, vay thi khac mot chit. Cai day thi toi cho la 90%.”

Rhyme ngam nghi. Phau thuat v6 tac dung doi vdi chan anh, khong gi tri
duwgc chitng liét nay, it ra la trong nam, muwoi nam tGi. Nhung dan da, anh
tin la khi bi khuyét tat thi ban tay va canh tay la mau chot dé tré lai binh
thwong. Chang ai dé y nhiéu dén nhitng ngudi ngbi xe lan biét nhidc dao nia
hodc bat tay. Nhung khi mot nguwdi phai dut cho ta an va lau cam ho ta, sy
hién hitu cta ta sé lan téa cam gidc khé chiu nhw thé bun ban tung tée.

Va nhitng ai khéng quay mat di thi lai ném cho ta nhitng cai liéc thuwong
cam chét tiét. T6i nghiép nay, t6i nghiép no.

90%... cling dang lay lai mot phan khong nhé cudc doi ta.

“Ctt tién hanh thdi,” Rhyme néi.

“Co gi dang lo vé két qua xét nghiém mau, toi sé cho anh biét nhung
chac khong c6 dau. Chung ta sé gitt ding lich ngay 26 thang 5. Mot tuan
sau ddy anh c6 thé tap phuc héi chitc nang dwgc ro6i.”

Rhyme bat tay vi bac si va roi, khi 6ng quay vé huwéng ctra tredc, nha
khoa hoc hinh su néi, “O, con nita. T6i 6 dugc uéng mot, hai ly vao dém
trrdc phau thuat khong?”

“Lincoln,” Thom néi. “Anh phai giit co thé khoe manh nhat c6 thé dé
phau thuat chit.”

“T6i cling mudn c6 tam trang tot vay,” anh lau bau.

Ong béc si ra chiéu tram tw. “Khéng nén uéng rugu 48 tiéng truee khi
phau thuat dang nay... Nhung tuyét doi khong duwge an gi sau nira dém vao
ngay phau thuat. Con an gi trwedc day thi to6i khong ban tam lam.”
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“Céam on bac si.”

Sau khi vi bac si di, Rhyme lan banh vao phong giam dinh, doan quan
sat cho bang trang. Sachs dang viét not nhitng gi Mychal Poitier da néi véi
anh dém qua. C6 chinh stta, dung bt 16ng day hon dé trinh bay théng tin
m&i nhat.

Rhyme nhin cham chdp vao béang trong chéc 1at. R6i anh hét, “Thom!”

“Toi ¢ ngay day.”

“T6i twdng cau trong bép.”

“Khong phai. T6i ¢ day. Anh muon gi?”

“T6i can cau goi dién cho vai nguoi giup t6i.”

“Rat han hanh,” cau ho ly dap. “Nhuwng to6i twdng anh thich tw goi chit.”
Cau liéc nhin canh tay van hoat dong ctia Rhyme.

“Toi thich goi chw. Toi chi khong thich bi cho may. Va t6i c6 cam giac la
sé bi bat cho.”

Thom dé thém, “Nén to6i phai lam ngudi bi chd mday thay cho anh.”

Rhyme suy nghi trong choc 1at. “Néi vay ciling ding day, du khong ranh
mach lam.”

VU MUU SAT ROBERT MORENO

Hién Truong 1.

— Ddy phong 1200, Khach san South Cove, Bdo New Providence,
Bahamas (“Buong Khir”).

— 9 thang 5.

* Nan Nhan 1: Robert Moreno.

— NNTV: vét thuong duy nhdt do dan ban vao nguc.

— Thoéng tin bo sung: Moreno, 38 tubi, cong ddn My, kiéu ddan, song tai
Venezuela. Chéng My kich liét. Biét danh: “Str gia Chan ly”. Dinh “bién
mdt vao khéng trung”, 24 thdng 5. Co thé dinh dén bién c6 khung bo tai
Mexico vao ngay 13 thdng 5, dugc cho la bdy lau luén kiém nguoi “cho noé
tung” vao ngay nay.

— O tai thanh phé New York ba ngay, tir 30 thdng 4 dén 2 thdng 5. Muc
dich?

— 1 thang 5, dung dich vu céng ty Elite Limousines.
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— Tai xé Tash Farada (tai xé thuwong ldi la Vlad Nikolov bi 6m. Pang
dinh vi).

— Dong tai khoan tai ngan hang American Independent Bank and Trust
va co thé tai cdc ngdn hang khdc nira.

— Dén nguoi phu nit tén Lydia, tai duong Lexington va duwong S6 52, di
cung y ca ngay. Gdi mai dam? Trd tién cho c6 ta? Pang khdo sdt hién
truong dé biét nhdn than.

— Ly do ¢6 tu tudng chéng My: Ban thdan bi linh My giét trong cudc xdm
Ivvoc Panama, nam 1989.

— Chuyén di cubi cua Moreno dén My. Sé khéng bao gio quay Igi.

— Cudc gdp madt tai pho Wall. Muc dich? Pia diém?

* Nan Nhan 2: Eduardo de la Rua.

— NNTV: Mat mdu. Kinh v do dan ban bay khdp noi cat triing nhiéu
cho.

— Théng tin bo sung: Nha bdo, phdéng van Moreno. Sinh tgi Puerto
Rico, song tai Argentina.

* Nan Nhan 3: Simon Flores.

— NNTV: Mdt mdu. Kinh v& do dan bdn bay khdp noi cdat triing nhiéu
cho.

— Théng tin bo sung: Vé si ciia Moreno. Cong ddan Brazil, song tai
Venezuela.

* Nghi Can 1: Shreve Metzger.

— Cuc trudng, Cuc Tinh bdo va Chi huy Quéc gia (NIOS).

— Tam than khéng o6n dinh? Thuong nong ndy.

— Chinh stta chitng ct? dé phé chudn phi phdp Ménh Iénh Bdc nhiém.

— Bad ly hén. Bang Ludt, DPai hoc Yale.

 Nghi Can 2: Ké ban tia.

— Mat danh: Don Bruns.

— Cuc Thoéng tin dang khai thdc thong tin vé Bruns.

— Két qua am tinh.

— C6 thé la ké ngu tai khdch san South Cove, ngay 8 thdng 5. Nguoi da
trdng, nam, khodng 35 tudi, téc ndu nhat cdt ngdn, giong My, gay nhung
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sdn chdc, cé ddng vé “qudn déi”. Hoi vé Moreno.

— CO6 thé la ké ndi giong My dd goi cho khdch san South Cove vao ngay
7 thdng 5 dé xdc nhdn viéc Moreno dén khdch san. Goi tir s6 ¢6 md vung &
My.

— Dd co dir liéu giong noi.

» Bdo cdo hién trwong vu an, bdo cdo kham nghiém ti thi, cac chi tiét
khac sé bo sung sau.

* Tin don vé cac cac-ten ma tdy ditng sau cac vu trit khit nay. Xem ra kho
c6 kha nang.

Hién Truong 2.

— Noi Don Bruns dn ndp, cdch 1.829 mét tinh ttr Buong Khtt, ddo New
Providence, Bahamas.

— 9 thang 5

— Bdo cdo hién truong sé b6 sung sau.

* Diéu tra bo sung.

— Xdc dinh nhan than cua Ké to gidc.

— DAi tugng vo danh da ro ri Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém.

— GUi qua email ndc danh.

— Truy duoc la di qua Pai Loan dén Romania dén Thuy Dién. Gt tw
khu vuc New York trén mang Wi-Fi cong cong, khong st dung may chu
chinh phu.

— Dung mady tinh cii, cé 1é ttr 10 ndm truéc, iBook, hodc la kiéu vo so,
hai tbng mau trong do c6 mau sang khac (nhuv xanh la hodc mau vo quyt).
Hodc la kiéu truyén thong, mau than chi, nhung day hon nhiéu so véi mdy
tinh xach tay ngay nay.

— Mot ké trong xe con mau nhat theo doi tham tir A. Sachs. Hiéu xe va
doi xe chva xdc dinh.
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Shreve Metzger tir phong k¥ thudt - phong ché san - duéi tang ham trd
vé tang thwgng cua toa nha NIOS.

Khi sdi buwéc qua 16i hanh lang, y dé y thady mot vai nhan vién tranh anh
mat cia y va ré dét ngot vao nha vé sinh ma chac chan bon ho khéng can
stt dung. Y suy ngam nhitng diéu mdi biét dugc vé vu diéu tra tir dam linh,
bon ngwoi bay lau st dung mot so ki thuat rat phic tap dé thu thap tin tinh
bao - dac biét an twgng & cho, bon ho, vé mat luat phap, khong hé ton tai.
(NIOS khong c6 tham quyén trong noi dia My nén khong thé dat may nghe
trom dién thoai, rinh mo email hay xam nhap may tinh. Nhung Metzger c6
cach giai quyét chi bang hai chit: cira sau).

Trong ldc quan sat dam nhan vién tim noi an nau, Metzger thdy suy nghi
ctia minh tdn mac. Y nghe thdy nhiéu tiéng noi trong dau, khong dau,
khong phai cai thit tiéng noi dy, ma la nhitng ky c hodc manh ky tc.

Nghi ra mét hinh dnh cho con gidn cta anh di. Mét biéu twong. Mét hinh
dnh an du.

Puoc thoi, bac si. Ong c6 dé xudt gi?

T6i ndi sao dugc, Shreve. Anh chon di. Mot s6 nguoi chon con vdt, s6
khdc thi chon ké xdu trong chuong trinh truyén hinh hodc than néng.

Than ha? Khi ay y suy nghi. Vay la xong. Y da tim ra mgt hinh anh cho
con quy gian dit bén trong. Y nhd lai mot sy c6 thoi nién thiéu khi y con
song tai vung phia bac New York, hoi chwa gidam can. Bdy gio y dang ditng
tredc dong Ira trai mua thu tai tredng trung hoc, rut ré dé y con bé bén
canh. Khéi phdng phit xung quanh ho. Mot dém that dep. Y xich lai gan
con bé 4y, 1ay c@ tranh cho khdi cay xé. Y mim cwoi chao. Con bé néi dirng
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dén gan ngon Itta, ban map nhw vay coi chirng bat Itta ddy. R6i con bé bo
di.

Mot cau chuyén danh riéng cho bac si tam than. Bac si Fisher thich
chuyén nay lam, thich hon han céi cau chuyén vé viéc hé y ra lénh giét
nguoi la con gian tan bién.

Thé la “Khoi” ra doi, voi chir K hoa... Chon hay lam, Shreve.

Khi gan dén van phong, y dé y thay Ruth bén trong, ditng canh ban lam
viéc cua y. Binh thuong y sé buc boi khi thdy nguwoi khac & trong khong
gian riéng tv cua minh ma khong xin phép. Nhung ba dwgc phép vao day
trong hau hét cac tinh huéng. Y chuwa hé n6i néng vdi ba 1an nao, nhung véi
da s6 nguoi y lam chung tai NIOS thi dirng hong. Y titng quat nat, tham chi
la hét vao mat bon ho roi thi thodng, ném mot ban bao cdo hay quyén danh
ba, mdc du thuwong khong nham truc tiép vao doi twgng ctia con thinh nd.
Nhung y chwa hé 1am thé vGi Ruth. Cé thé do ba lam viéc sat canh y. R6i y
két luan gia thuyét nay khong hop ly: Lucinda, Katie va Seth v6 cung gan
gilii v&i y, thé ma bao lan y lai néi néng véi vg con, bang chitng la to quyét
dinh ly hon cta toa va ky rc vé nhitng doi mat ngan 1€ sg hai.

Co 1€ Ruth 1a ngoai 1é don gian chi vi ba chwa bao gio lam diéu gi khién
y gian.

Nhung, khong phai, diéu do cting khong hop 1y. Metzger chi can twdng
twgng ngwoi khac lam minh phat long, hoac liéu truéc ho sé lam thé, 1a da
dé y noi con thinh nd véi ho. Chit nghia Itic nay van con lung tung trong
dau y - mot bai phat biéu da duwgc chuan bi san, phong khi mot tay c6m
chdn y trén duong vé van phong sau tran bong ctia Katie vao dém Chu nhat.

Thang cong chitc chét tiét... Can cuwdc chinh pha lién bang cuia tao day.
May dang céan trd tao thi hanh nhiém vu an ninh quéc gia ddy. May vira
md&i mat viéc roi ddy, anh ban...

Ruth hat dau vé phia mot ho so xem chitng duwgc ba dat 1én ban khi nay.
“MOot so tai liéu tr Washington,” ba bao cdo. “Gi riéng cho anh.”

Khéi xem ciling biét 1a mdy cau hdi vé Moreno, vé thit bai be bét cta
ching ta. Khon kiép, 1ii khon d6 nhanh that, may con cd map quan liéu chét
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gidm. O Washington, ngdi trong vin phong t6i tim lanh 18o doan gia doan
non roi phan nhu thanh c6 gi 1a kho.

Phu thuy va dam chi than cta ldo doi nao hiéu duwgce cudc song ngoai
chién tuyén.

Mot hoi tha.

Con gian cham cham, cham cham tan bién.

“Cam on ba.” Y nhan cho tai liéu dugc trang hoang véi mot soc do le.
Rét giong chiéc phong bi danh cho tré vi thanh nién khéng c6 ngudi di kem
chita cac biéu mau ma y phai chuan bj hoi dwa Seth 1én may bay di cam trai
& bang Massachusetts. “Con sé khong nhé nha dau,” Metzger tran an dita
bé mudi tudi dang nhin quanh bang d6i mat lo lang. Nhung ro6i y dé y thay,
nguoc lai su lo lang nay, thang bé c6 vé u sau bdi vi 6ng bé van con hién
dién trudc mat nd. Vira dugce tha cho ngudi tiép vién hang khong diu dat 1a
thang nhoc tré nén hoat bat, vui vé. Gia nao no cling phai thoat khéi vi phu
huynh c¢ nhv bom n6é cham.

Metzger xé phong bi, 10i cdp kinh ra khadi tui ao nguc.

Y phi cuwdi. Y sai roi. Thong tin & day chang qua la cac danh gia tinh bao
d6i v6i mot s6 nhiém vu STO tiém nang trong twong lai. Lai mot viéc nita
ma Khoi gay ra: gia dinh vu vo.

Y doc lwét cac trang, hai long khi tin tinh bdo néi vé sit ménh khir al-
Barani Rashid, dugc wu tién tiép theo trong hang chd, xép sau Moreno.

Troi a, y thém ra tay vGi Rashid lam. Them xwr 1y ga chét di dugc.

Y dat cho bao cao xudng roéi liéc nhin Ruth. Y hoi, “Chiéu nay ba c6 hen
diung khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“T6i chac chan cuodc hen sé ém tham thoi.”

“T6i cling chac chan la vay.”

Ruth ng6i xuéng ban lam viéc, cai ban trung day anh gia dinh ba - hai
dita con gai tudi thiéu nit va nguwdi chong thit hai cia ba. Nguwdi chong dau
cta ba da hy sinh trong Chién tranh ving Vinh. Nguwoi chong hién tai cling
tirng la mot ngwoi linh, bi thwong va bi giam long nhiéu thang trong mot
bénh vién cyu chién binh chang thoai mai gi.
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Biét bao ngwdi hi sinh cho dat nwéc nay nhung ho dwoc tri an it 6i lam
sao...

Phu thiy nén néi chuyén véi ba, dé biét ba da tir bo nhitng gi vi dat nuwéc
nay - mang song mot ngwoi chong, siic khoe mot nguwdi chong khac.

Metzger ngbi doc bai danh gia nhung cam thay khong tap trung dugc.
Cai van dé mang tén “Moreno” ci¥ quay nhiéu.

T6i goi dién roi. Don Bruns biét vé vu nay, di nhién. M6t vai ké khdc
nitra. Chung toi... dang lo liéu...

Di nhién, cac n6 lyc nay hoan toan phi phap, nhwng mat khac, ching
dang tién trién tot. Khéi tan ra thém mot chit. Y bdo Ruth triéu Spencer
Boston dén. Poan y doc cac van ban ma hdéa lién quan dén cac no Iyc ngan
can vu diéu tra.

Boston dén sau vai phit. Ong ban com 1& va ca vat nhv moi khi. C nhw
cong dong tinh bao c¢6 dién c6 quy dinh vé trang phuc vay. Nguoi dan ong
chinh té nay day ctta dong lai theo ban nang. Metzger thdy Ruth cham
cham nhin vao van phong dwgc mét choc trwde khi canh civa go s6i nang
trich dong sam lai.

“Ong tim duogc gi r6i?” Metzger héi.

Spencer Boston ngoi xuéng, phui mét sgi bong tir quan dai nhung khong
ngd né 1a mot chd vai bi xu 16ng. Ong ta ngitng g& chd vai ndy trude khi
chi stt ra. Boston hinh nhw khéng ngu dua giac, khién 6ng tréng hoc hac so
vOi mot nguwoi trong do tudi luc tuan. Con bd dang cta minh thi sao?
Metzger tui hoi, tay cha cam xem th® minh c6 nhé cao rau khéng. Y cao
10i.

Metzger khét tiéng la thé, nhuwng Boston chwra bao gig ngan ngai bao tin
xau cho y. Cong viéc quan ly noi gian ¢ Trung MY cho ta mot tinh than
ngoan cuwong khong dé gi bi mot tay cong chitc nho tudi hon cha dap, du y
c6 néng tinh dén dau. Ong ta diem dam néi, “Chéng dwoc gi ca, Shreve.
Chang dwgc gi. Toi da kiém tra moi tén dang nhap vao cac ho so chi 1énh
khtr. Con kiém tra hét cac email gtri di, cac may chu FTP va may cha tai
1én, da cho bén bdo mat IT ctia ta diéu tra xem c6 tim duwgc gi khong. Ca
dam nhan vién bao mat & Homestead nita. Chang c6 ai tai chi 1énh vé c3,
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tri* nhitng ngwdi nam trong danh sach. Tic 1a chac cé ngwoi chop no trén
ban ¢ day, Washington hay & Florida, tuén né ra ngoai roi sao chép né hoac
quét ra anh tai nha hay tai mot tiém photocopy Kinko’s.”

Tai NIOS va cdac t6 chitc c6 lién quan, tit ca hanh vi sao chép va dang
nhap dugc ghi lai ty dong.

“Kinko’s. Me no.”

Ong gidm déc hanh chinh tiép tuc, “Roi toi tré lai va xem qua cac ban
danh gia lai lich & day. Khong mét ai c6 bat ky dau hiéu nao cho thdy minh
khong thich hgp cac sit ménh STO cd. Phan 16n ngudi cta ta déu biét 16 y
do6 cta ching ta trudc khi ho nhap bon ma.”

NIOS dwgc thanh 14p sau 11 thang 9, muc dich cha yéu la tién hanh cac
bién phap c6 muc tiéu, cung vdi cac hoat dong chién dich cuwc doan nhuw bat
céc, hoi 16 va cac tro mo am khac. Hau hét chuyén vién ctia van phong déu
ti'ng phuc vu quan doi va da twéc doat nhiéu mang song trén con duwong su
nghiép cua minh trdc khi gia nhap NIOS. Rat khé cé chuyén bat ky ai
trong s6 ho bong nhién thay doi tw twéng va tim cach pha sap té chic cua y.
Con cac nhan vién khac, Boston néi ding, phan 16n cac @ng vién déu biét
muc tiéu cda t6 chirc nay trwdce khi ky giao keo.

Di nhién, trir phi d6 la ly do ngay tir dau bon ho gia nhap. Li noi gian.
Bon dang khinh.

Metzger: “Ta phdi tiép tuc tim. Va lam on di, khong thé c6 thém vu 10 ri
nao nita. Lao biét qua nhiéu ro6i.”

Phu thuy ma.

Cip chan may mau tring cta Boston chau lai. Ong ta thi thdm, “Bon
ching dung hong... Chuyén nay khong lam ta sup do6 dugc dau, ding
khong?”

Metzger dang dau dén nhan ra y chang mady may biét Washington dang
nghi gi, sau cudc goi dau tién thi 1do gia nay bat tin.

Tinh hinh 1a ay ban Tinh bao da da dong dén van dé ngan sach roi. Ty
nhién lai néu ra. Chang hiéu ntta...

“Troi a, Shreve. Bon ching khong thé nao dau. Ching ta la nhitng ngudi
thich hogp nhat dé lam dang cong viéc nay ma.”
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bung. Nhung ro rang chang phai ngudi phu hgp nhat dé gitr bi mat caa
dang cong viéc nay.

biéu Metzger khong ndi.

Boston hoi, “Anh con biét gi thém vé vu diéu tra, vé tui canh sat?”

Gio thi Metzger dam ra than trong. Y noéi, “Khong nhiéu, van dang & thé
phong ngu. Cho chac an.” Roi liéc nhin chiéc dién thoai ma thuat ctia minh,
chiéc dién thoai mau dé, tinh cd chita mot vién nang axit c6 thé lam tan
chdy phan ciéng chi trong vai gidy. Man hinh bao khéng c6 tin nhan nao.

Y thé hat ra. “Thuc t€, t6i thay vu diéu tra nay ciling chang tién trién gi
nhanh dau. Toi da c6 tén cta bon diéu tra vién va da kiém tra bon chiing
r6i. Bon cém nay dang st dung mét doi quan tinh gon nham tranh tai mat,
chang phdi dam canh sat New York chinh quy dau. Dé gitt bi mat ma. Thuyc
st chi c6 & cong t6 vién Nance Laurel, hai ngwdi khac cung mot vai nhan
vién ho trg. Tay cém diéu tra chd chot 1a mot & tham tr tén Amelia Sachs
va, nghe cho k¥ nay, thang kia lam c6 van, tén Lincoln Rhyme. Pa giai
nghé mot thoi gian. Bon ho dang lam viéc tai can ho ctia han trong khu Tay
Manhattan Thuwgng. Nha riéng chit khong phai tong bo canh sat.”

“Rhyme, khoan da. T6i c6 nghe no6i vé han,” Boston n6i, may chau lai.
“Han noi tiéng lam. T6i c6 xem mot chwong trinh néi vé han. Han la nha
khoa hoc phéap y gioi nhat nwéc.”

Di nhién Metzger biét. Rhyme chinh la diéu tra vién “con lai” dang truy
lung vy, theo tin tinh bao vao hém qua. “T6i biét chit. Nhung han bi liét t&
chi ma.”

“Bi liét thi sao?”

“Spencer a, hién trwong vu an la ¢ dau ha?”

“0, dng roi. Bahamas co ma.”

“Han dinh lam gi day, lan khap noi trong cat tim vé dan va dau van banh
xe u?”
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“Thi ra Caribé la day.”

Ban tay dat trén can diéu khién cta chiéc xe lan mau keo-tdo-dé, Lincoln
Rhyme lai n6 ra ngoai ctta san bay Lynden Pindling tai Nassau, hoa minh
vao mot bau khi quyén néng va am w6t hon nhitng gi anh nhé ban than
tirng trai nghiém nhiéu nam tredc.

“Pep dén lang ngwoi,” anh kéu 1én. “Nhwng toi thich.”

“Ttr twr thoi, Lincoln,” Thom noi.

Nhung Rhyme khong nghe 10i. Anh la mot dita bé vao sang Giang sinh.
Anh dang & noi day, mot quéc gia khac lan dau tién trong nhiéu nam. Anh
hao hitng khi nghi dén chuyén di. Nghi cd dén nhitng thit sé thu hoach
duwgc: cac vat chitng xac thuc trong vu an Moreno. S& di anh quyét dinh
dén day la vi m6t thit ma anh thiéu diéu xau ho khi phaéi thira nhan: truc
giac, cai thit &m mudi vé van &y ma Amelia Sachs lu6n miéng no6i dén. Anh
c6 cam gidc cach duy nhat dé lay dwgc vién dan triéu do ay va cac ching
c khac 1a lan banh dén tan cho ha si Mychal Poitier dé hoi xin. Dich than
héi.

Rhyme biét cdu canh sat nay that si phién long vé cai chét cia Robert
Moreno va ciing khong yén long khi minh la mot con tot thi bi cap trén st
dung dé gat vu an ra ngoai lé.

Khéng c6 mét vu thanh tra hay cdp phép nao t6i dam nhiém ma khéng
duoc hoan thanh ding han, ti mi va trong sach ca. ..

Anh nghi sé khong mat nhiéu cong sttc thuyét phuc cau ha si gitp do.

Va thé la Thom da ditng miii chiu sao chod dién thoai dé dat khach san va
vé may bay, phai nghe thit nhac d& té - cau ho 1y nhiéu lan tuyén b6 nhw
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vay - nham sap xép chuyén bay va khach san, m6t nhiém vu cang phitc tap
hon do bénh trang cua Rhyme.

Nhung khong phite tap nhu ho twdng.

Tat nhién c6 mot s6 van dé phai doi pho khi di xa trong tinh trang liét t
chi - nao xe lan dac chung rwde vao tan cho ngoi, nao goi dac biét, nao phai
lo viéc cat trit chiéc xe lan Storm Arrow, nao nhitng van dé thuc dung bao
gom viéc di nang di nhe c6 thé phai d6i phoé trén chuyén bay.

Dau vay, chuyén di rot cudc cling khong té. Tat ca ching ta déu tat
nguyén duwdi mat Cuc An ninh Van chuyén, déu bat dong, déu la mén do,
déu la mé hanh 1y bi luc loi tuy hitng. Lincoln thit ra cdm thay minh con d&
hon phan 16n cac du khach dong hwong, nhitng nguwoi da quen di chuyén va
tw 1ap.

Bén ngoai khu vure 1ay hanh ly, tai tang trét san bay, Rhyme di chuyén
dén cho ré duong day ap du khach va dan dia phvong dang lang xang don
nao xe, nao taxi, nao xe gia dinh bay ch6. Anh nhin mét veon cay nhé
nhan, mot vai giong cdy trong d6 anh chwa thdy bao gid. Anh khdng c6
hitng thid véi trong trot vi muc dich tham my ma chi thay cay co rat hitu ich
doi vGi cong tac kham hién treong.

Anh cling nghe noi rugu rum ¢ Bahamas ddc biét ngon.

Trd lai noi Thom dang ditng va nghe dién thoai, Rhyme goi cho Sachs dé
lai 167 nhan. “Dén noi an toan. Anh...” Anh quay ngoat lai vi mot tiéng rit
nhw méo gao sau lwng. “Troi dat, lam anh sg hét hén. C6 mot con vet & day.
N0 noi chuyén kia!”

Cai long dwgc mot uy ban du khach dia phwong dat & do. Bén trong la
mot con vet Bahamas vung Abaco, theo ndi dung tdim bién. Con chim 6n ao
nay, 1ong xam véi cai dudi xanh 14 néi bat, dang lanh 16t, “Hé-16! Xin chao!
Hola!” Rhyme ghi am lai mot doan chao cho Sachs nghe.

Lai mét hoi théd day khong khi man, am, dwgm chat mui chua, cai ma
anh nhan ra la khoi. Cai gi dang chay vay? Chang ai c6 vé gi la hot hoang
ca.

“Lay dugc hanh 1y r6i,” mot giong noi cat 1én phia sau lung ho.
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ST quan tuan tra Ron Pulaski thudc S& canh sat New York - tré trung, toc
vang, manh khanh - dang lan cho va li trén mot xe day. Ca ba nguwoi khong
dinh nan lai day lau nhung bénh trang ciia Rhyme budc anh phdi can dén
phu kién. Rat nhiéu phu kién. Thuéc men, éng théng, 6ng truyén, chat khtr
trung, goi hoi dé phong cac vét sung tdy c6 thé dan dén nhiém trung.

“Cai gi kia?” Rhyme hoi khi Thom 16i mot ba 16 nho ra khoi mot cai tui
r6i treo n6 dang sau xe lan.

“May thg lvu dong,” Pulaski tra 10i.

Thom dé thém, “Chay bang pin. Binh 6xy kép. Dung dugc vai tiéng.”

“Cau mang theo cai ctia ng day lam gi thé?”

“Dé bay trong ap suat khoang & do cao hon hai nghin mét,” cau ho ly
dap nhu thé cau trd 10i rat hién nhién. “Cang thang. Khdi ly do dé mang
theo, chang mat gi.”

“Nhin t6i c6 giong cang thang khong?” Rhyme dan doi hoi. Anh da bé
may thé nhiéu nam trwdc, dé ty théd, mot trong nhitng thanh tich hao hiing
nhat ma mot nguai liét ti chi cé thé dat dugc.

Nhuwng Thom dudng nhw da quén - hoac khong mang dén - thanh tich do.

“T6i khong can.”

“Hi vong la anh khéng can. Nhung mang theo thi mat gi nao?”

Rhyme khong biét trd 10i thé nao. Anh liéc nhin Pulaski. “Ma né cling
chdang phai 1a may thd. ‘Thé’ 1a sy trao doi 6xy va cacbonic. ‘Thong khi’ 1a
st lru chuyén khi vao phéi. Do do, day la may thong khi.”

Pulaski thé dai. “Hiéu ro6i, Lincoln.”

Chi it cau tan binh nay cling da boé cai thoi quen phat buc la goi Rhyme
bang “sép” hodc “dai uy.”

Cau canh sat tré ben hoi, “Cé quan trong khong?”

“Quan trong chi sao khong,” anh dop lai. “Sy chinh xac la chia khéa dan
dén moi viéc. Xe dau?”

Mot nhiém vu khac cia Thom la kiem mét phwong tién danh cho ngudi
khuyét tat tai Bahamas nay. Van dang d& cudc goi, cau ta liéc nhin Rhyme,
madt nhan nho. “T6i lai bi chd may nita.”
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Cau ho 1y cudi cung ciing lién lac dugc véi ai do va vai phit sau, chiéc
xe tdp vao 1é duwong gan khu vyc dén xe buyt mini dén khu nghi dudng.
Chiéc Ford mau trang cii nat va sac mui khéi thudc 14 cii. Ctra kinh xe nhét
nhgt. Pulaski chat hanh 1y vao sau xe trong khi Thom ky biéu mau roi dwa
lai cho nguwdi dan 6ng manh khanh, nwéc da sam da giao xe tGi. Thé tin
dung va mot lwgng tién mat nhat dinh duwgc trao qua doi lai roi tay tai xé
cudc bo di mat. Rhyme ty héi liéu xe nay c6 phdi xe an cap hay khong. Roi
anh két luan suy nghi vay la phién dién.

May dang & mdt thé gigi khac chit khong con la Manhattan nita. Phai céi
mé& dau oc.

Thom ngoi sau v6 lang chd ho di doc duwong cao toc chinh vé huwdng
Nassau, mot con duwong hai lan xe con tot. Dong xe ¢ déng dic tia ra 0 at
tir san bay, phan 16n la xe My cii hon va xe nhap tir Nhat, xe tai ca tang, xe
bay cho. Hau nhu khong cé chiéc xe thé thao da dung nao, diéu chang c6 gi
dang la & mot vung dat c6 gia xang dat do va khong c6 bang tuyét hay nui
non. Piéu dang la la mac du huwéng lai xe & day theo bén 1é trai - vi
Bahamas titng la thudc dia cii cia Anh - nhwng phan 16n xe co déu c6 tay
1ai bén trai, kiéu My.

Khi chiéc xe nhich am ach vé hwéng dong, Rhyme dé y thdy doc bén
dwong co6 nhiéu ctra hiéu chang thay trung bang hiéu nao vé san pham hay
dich vu ma né cung cap, nhiéu 16 dat nhéch nhac, nhitng nguwdi ban rong
trdi cdy va rau ca tur phia sau xe, ho duong nhw chang thém chao maoi
khach. Chiéc xe di qua mot vai can nha to 16n nam sau nhitng canh cong,
duwgc xay dyng 16n xon theo nhiéu hwéng, phan 16n 1a kién tric xwa. Nhiéu
can nha va can lan nho hon duvong nhu bi bé hoang, nan nhan cua cac tran
bdo, anh doan vay. Hau hét dan dia phwong déu cé nuwdc da rat sam. Phan
16n dan 6ng mac do thun hoac so mi ngan tay, bé ngoai quan, va quan bo,
quan dai hodc quan dui. Phu ni* cling mdc nhitng bo canh twong ty nhung
nhiéu ngwoi mac dam tron in hoa hodc rat mot mau ryc rd.

“Ui cha,” Thom nin thd thét 1én, chan phanh gap va tranh dugc con dé
ma khong lam 14t do dac cua ho.
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“Coi kia,” Pulaski noi. Poan chup lai con vat trén may anh dién thoai cua
minh.

Thom tuan theo vi than GPS va trwéc khi dén trung tam Nassau, ho ré
khoi duong cai, tranh xa dong xe cQ day ddc. Ho lai qua nhitng birc twong
da v6i ctia m6t phao dai cii ki. Sau nam phut, cau ho ly tap xe - ngudi lac lw
trén nhip xe dod té - vao bai xe ciia mot khach san khiém t6n nhung dugc
cham nom t6t. Anh va Pulaski chuyén hanh ly cho mét nhan vién khuan
vac, xong cau ho ly di dén ban tiép tan dé dang ky phong va khao sat cac
dich vu danh cho nguwdi khuyét tat cua nha tro. Cau tré lai dé bao rang ho
da dwoc chap nhan.

“Mot phan Phao dai Charlotte,” Pulaski doc 16n mot bién hiéu bén canh
mot con duong dan tir khach san dén phéo dai.

“Ha?” Rhyme hoi.

“Phdo dai Charlotte. Sau khi né dwgc xdy, chang hé cé ai tan cong
Bahamas. That ra la chwa hé tdn cong ddo New Providence. Chinh la noi
chung ta dang 6.”

“0,” Rhyme dap, vé ching hitng thu gi.

“Nhin nay,” Pulaski noi, tay chi mét con than lan ditng bat dong trén bo
twong canh ctra ra vao khach san.

Rhyme néi, “Mot con tac ke hoa xanh luc, tac ké hoa My. N6 dang mong
tring.”

“No0 sao ca?”

“C6 thai. Nhin la biét ma.”

“‘Mong tritng’ nghia la vay sao?” cau canh sat tré hoi.

“Pinh nghia chuyén mén diing 1a ‘mong day trimg’. Ergo/#2!, ¢ thai.”

Pulaski cudi. “Anh ding la biét dia ma.”

Rhyme gam g, “Pua? Mot con than lan dang mang bau thi c6 gi dang
cuoi?”

“Khong phai, y toi 1a sao anh biét n6 mang bau?”

“B@i vi trwde khi di, téi biét minh sap dén mot noi khong théng thudc,
trong khi chwong dau cudn sach phap y cua t6i néi sao ha, tan binh?”
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“Quy tac: Ta phai hiéu dac diém dia ly mot hién trweong khi kham hién
treong do.”

“Trwdc khi di, toi thay can phai biét thong tin co ban vé dia chat va dong
thue vat noi day c6 thé gitp ich cho téi. Con chuyén khong cé ai xam lwgc
sau khi Phdo dai Charlotte dwgc xay doi vai t6i la vo ich, nén to6i chang
thém hoc cai day. Than lan nay, vet nay, ca bia Kalik lan cay dudc nay cé
thé xai dugc. Nén toi doc vé may thit do trén chuyén bay. Con cau doc cai
gl trén may bay?”

“Q... tap chi People.”

Rhyme giéu cgt.

Con than lan chép mat réi quay dau lai, minh van bat dong.

Rhyme 16i dién thoai ra khéi tti so mi. Cudc phau thuét trude do, trén
canh tay va ban tay phdi, kha thanh cong. Cac ct dong con hoi gugng so
v6i cir dong cua mot chi lanh 1an, nhung cling da tron tru dé ngwdi ngoai
nhin vao khong dé y ching chwa that tw nhién. Dién thoai cta anh la mot
chiéc iPhone va anh da bo ra nhiéu gio thwe tap cac ky nang bi truyén la
tregt man hinh va khai chay tng dung. Anh dung tinh nang nhan dang
giong noi da qua dd, do bénh trang ctia minh, nén anh da tat s6 di. Lic nay,
anh dang dung tinh nang xem lai cac cudc goi gan day dé quay mot so chi
véi mot ci cham. Giong mdét phu nit rdt am diéu ngoai qudc vang lén,
“Canh sat day, quy vi c6 gi khan cap khong?”

“Khong, khong khan cdp. T6i c6 thé noéi chuyén véi ha si Poitier dugc
khong?”

“Xin anh cho mot chat.”

Mot khodng thoi gian chd may ngan ngui hanh phic. “Poitier xin nghe.”

“Pong chi ha s ha?”

“Pung r6i. Ai day a?”

“Lincoln Rhyme.”

Im bat mot khoanh khac dang dang. “Vang.” Cai tit duy nhat nay chita
vO van su bat dinh va kho chiu. Song bac la noi tro chuyén an toan hon han
so V@i van phong cua cau ta.
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Rhyme tiép tuc. “Nhé ra toi da cho cau thé tin dung cta t6i r6i. Hodc la
goi lai cau trén duvong day cua toi.”

“Luc dy t6i khong noéi lau hon duge. Con bay gio toi hoi ban.”

“Vu co0 sinh vién mat tich ha?”

“Pung vay,” giong nam trung giau ngir diéu dy dap tra.

“Cac cau c6 manh moi gi khong?”

Co6 mot khoang lang, “Van khong. Pa hon hai muoi bon tiéng roi. Tai
trrong va noi lam viéc ban thoi gian ctia c6 ta déu bat tin. Gan day nhat c6
ta c6 gip mot ngwdi dan 6ng tir Bi. Ong ta c6 vé quan tri 1&m nhung...”
Cau ta dé nhitng 161 chan chtr nay nhat dan thanh khéi. R6i cau noi, “Toi sg
la khong gitp dwoc gi lién quan dén vu an cta anh.”

“Pong chi ha si, t6i mu6n gap cau.”

Sy im lang dai nhat tw tredc dén gio. “Gap?”

“Phai.”

“Cha, sao ma gap dugc?”

“T6i dang & Nassau. Toi sé dé xuat mot noi nao day khong phai tong bo
canh sat. Cau thich gap ¢ dau thi minh gap ¢ day.”

“Nhung... toi... Anh dang ¢ day u?”

“Tranh xa van phong chac t6t hon,” Rhyme lap lai.

“Khong. Khong thé nao. T6i khong gdp anh dwoc.”

“Toi that sy phai n6i chuyén vai cau,” Rhyme noi.

“Khong, toi phai di day, dai uy.” C6 mot sy tuyét vong trong giong noi
cau ta.

Rhyme nhanh nhéau dé nghi, “Chuing t6i dén van phong cta cau vay.”

Poitier lap lai, “Anh ¢ day that sao?”

“Pung vay. Vu an rat quan trong. Ching t6i rat xem trong vu an nay.”

Rhyme biét rang Canh sat Hoang gia Bahamas khong xem trong vu an
nay. Nhung anh van tin Poitier sé gitip néu anh thiic giuc cu ta da nhiéu.

“T6i nobi roi, toi ban lam.”

“Cau c6 gap chung toi hay khong?”

“Khong, khong dwoc dau.”

Cau ha si dap may mot tiéng cach.
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Rhyme liéc nhin con than lan, r6i xoay sang Thom cudi. “Ching ta &
vung Caribé, bao quanh béi bién nuwdc dep tuyét voi - di tao it song nao.”
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La. That 1a la.

Van quan bo den, do lya xanh nuwdc bién sat nach va giay 6ng, Amelia
Sachs buéc vao phong giam dinh va mot lan nita chot nhan ra vu an nay
that khac la.

Thwong thi cudc diéu tra an mang nao tién hanh dugc ca tuan déu lam
phong giam dinh hon don ca. Thwong thi Mel Cooper, Pulaski, Rhyme va
Sachs sé phan tich chitng cit, ghi chép cac tinh tiét, cac két luan lan suy
doan lén bang trang, xba di roi lai viét thém.

Lic nay thi cdm giac cap bach chang hé thua st - td chi 1énh khtt bj ro ri
duwgc dan tredc mat c6, nhac nhd rang ngai Rashid, cung hang dong ngudi
khac, khong 1au nita sé chét - nhung can phong lai im lim nhw mot lang mo.

Hinh twgng so sanh dé té, co tu thay vay.

Nhung cach n6i d6 phu hgp. Nance Laurel van chwa dén day con Rhyme
thi xudt ngoai lan dau tién ké tir vu tai nan cta anh. C6 mim cwdi. Khong
c6 nhiéu nha khoa hoc hinh sy chiu dan than dén vay dé kham xét hién
trrong vu an, co 1dy lam vui anh da quyét dinh di, du vi ly do di chang nita.

Nhung thiéu vang anh ¢ day lam c6 mat phuwong huéng.

La...

Co0 ghét cam giac nay, s trong trai lanh 1éo.

Em c6 linh cam xdu vé vu dn nay, Rhyme a...

Co di ngang qua mot trong nhitng chiéc ban gidm dinh chiéng c dai
ngodng, trén d6 bay vo s6 ké dung dung cu va thiét bi phau thuét, nhiéu
mon trong s6 d6 nam trong gidy boc vo trung. Cho ban nay danh dé phan
tich cac chitng c ma liac nay ho khong co.
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Tai goc lam viéc ty ché cta minh, Sachs ngo6i xuong bat tay vao viéc. Co
goi cho Vladimir Nikolov, ngudi tai xé thwong chd Robert Moreno thudc
cong ty Elite Limousines. Co hi vong anh ta biét nguwdi phu nit bi an tén
Lydia la ai, c6 thé la ngudi ho tong hoac ké khing bo. Nhung theo cong ty,
nguoi tai xé nay da roi khoi thanh phd vi c6 viéc gia dinh gap. Co dé lai
mot 10i nhan tai Elite va m6t 161 nhan vao hop thoai ca nhan cta anh ta.

Co sé goi lai xac nhan sau néu khong thay phéan hoi.

Co0 truy xudt cac hoat dong toi pham hodc khing bo bi tinh nghi gan noi
Tash Farada da tha Moreno va Lydia vao ngay 1 thang 5, thong qua co s&
dit liéu chip phap téng hop vé cac vu diéu tra cap bang va lién bang. Co
phat hién c6 mot vai léenh kham nha va lénh giam sat trong khu vuc nay
nhung cac 1énh nay dinh dang dén t0i giao dich noi bo46] va lira dao nha
dau tw & ngan hang hay nhitng cong ty moi gidi chitng khoan, chang c6 gi
dang ngac nhién khi néi vé khu vyc nay. Bay déu la nhitng vu an cii va co
chang thdy c6 dinh dang gi t&i Robert A. Moreno.

R6i, cudi cung, c6 nghi xa hoi.

bién thoai c6 reo va, ng6 thay s6 goi dén, co tra 10i ngay. “Rodney ha?”
Chuyén gia t0i pham dién t&, dang tim cach truy ra ké td giac.

Bum chac hum chac hum...

Nhac rock & ngoai nén. Anh ta lic nao cling nghe nhac sao? Ma tai sao
khong thé 1a nhitng giai diéu jazz hay nhac kich?

Am lwong giam xudng. Chiit dinh.

Szamek noi, “Amelia, nhd nhé: Siéu may tinh la ban ta.”

“T6i sé nhd. Anh tim dugc gi r6i?” Mat co lwdt qua can phong khach
trong trai, noi nhitng hat bui dao bay qua mét tia nang ban mai nhw nhitng
chiéc khinh khi cau & cach xa nhiéu cay s6. M6t lan nita, c6 dau dén nhan
ra sy vang mat cia Rhyme.

“T6i tim ra vi tri ga gwi email r6i. Té6i khong mudn lam ¢6 ngan ngam
v6éi may thuat nglt nhe ‘ndt’ hay ‘mang lwdi’. No6i ngan gon 1a ké t6 giac
ctia O guri email va tép STO dinh kém tir quan Java Hut gan duong Mott va
duong Hester. Co thtt nghi xem: Mot chu6i ctra hang ca phé cia Portland,
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bang Oregon mé ctia 1am an ngay tai trung tdm khu Tiéu Y!#Zl. Gap B6 gia,
ong ta sé nodi sao nhi?”

Co liéc nhin phan dau dé email cua ké t6 giac dang dan trén bang. “Ngay
trén email c6 chinh xac khong? Co6 khi nao ga lam giad thoi diém gui
khong?”

“Khong, ding ngay gwi ddy. Y muon viét ngay nao trong email thi viét
nhung bo dinh tuyén khong biét néi d6i.”

Vay thi muc tiéu cda ho da cé mat tai quan ca phé no vao lic 1:02 chiéu,
ngay 11 thang 5.

Chang tham t¥ toi pham dién ti noi tiép. “T6i kiém tra r6i. C6 c6 thé
dang nhap vao Wi-Fi & ddy ma khong can tiét 16 thong tin. C6 chi can chap
nhan diéu khoan dich vu dai ba trang la xong. Ma céi diéu khoan nay ai
cling chdp nhan mac du xwa nay c6 mong nao doc dau.”

Sachs cdm on chang canh sat t6 ky thuat ro6i ngat may. Co goi cho quan
ca phé va giap dugc ngudi quan ly, gidi thich minh mudn xac dinh mot
nguoi da gwi tai liéu quan trong qua Wi-Fi vao ngay 11 thang 5 va c6 muon
dén ndéi chuyén vdi anh ta vé chuyén nay. Co néi thém, “Anh c6 may quay
an ninh khong?”

“C6 chtt. Quan Java nao cling c6. Phong khi chung t6i bi cuép.”

Khong ky vong nhiéu nhung c6 van héi, “Phim dwgc ghi de bao 1au mét
lan?” C6 chac chan ci vai gio mét phim méi sé ghi de 1én phim cdi.

“A, ching tdi c6 6 dia 5 terabyte 1an. Lwu dwoc ba tuan phim. Chat luong
kha té va phim thi trang den. Nhuwng néu can thi c6 cling nhan ra dugc mat
nguoi.”

Mot thoang hao hitng. “Nira tiéng nita toi dén.”

Sachs trong vao chiéc 4o khoac vai lanh den r6i cot toc dudi ngwa. Co
lay trong t ra khau Glock con nguyén trong bao, kiém tra sung theo théi
quen thwong 1€, roi kep né vao that lvng quan bo. Bao sting 6 dan kép thi
giat vao hong bén trai. Co6 dang vat céi tui xach 16n cia minh qua vai thi
dién thoai reo lén. Co ty hoi lieu ngwoi goi co phai la Rhyme khong. Co
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biét anh da ha canh an toan xuéng Bahamas nhung c6 lo lang chuyén di c6
thé lam sttc khée anh sa siit.

Nhung, khong, nguoi goi la Lon Sellitto.

“Chao.”

“Amelia. DBoi khao sat hién treong ctia Pon vi Cong tac Pac biét da quét
xong khodng mot nira toa nha noi Moreno va tai x€ don Lydia. Chwa tim
thdy gi. Ho dung d6 nhiéu Lydia lam - ai ma ngd ch? - nhung khong co6 ai
la nguwoi ching ta can tim ca. Co biét day, dat tén con la Tiara hay Estanzia
khé dén mitc nao chit? Bat nhw vay thi dé tim bé xir r6i.”

Co ké anh ta nghe vé manh m6i dan dén quan ca phé va c6 dang trén
dwong dén do ngay ldc nay.

“T6t. May quay an ninh, tuyét dinh. Nay, Linc dang & dudi Caribé that
ha?”

“U, ha canh an toan. T6i khong biét ngudi ta sé d6i xit véi anh dy nhu
thé nao nita. Khach khong moi ma dén ma.”

“Chac cu anh ay lo dwgc ma.”

Im bat.

Co6 chuyén r6i. Lam lic Lon Sellitto cling suy tw, nhwng thwong anh ta
suy tuw rat on ao.

“Gl vay?” co hoi.

“OK, vay la co6 chwa nghe chuyén nay.”

“Anh néi di.”

Vi tham tr tham nién dap, “Bill tat qua van phong t6i.”

“Bill Myers, ong dai uy?”

Con cam giac bi cai dung thanh mé6t dau tha ¢ cap vi mé nhu thé nao ha
Sachs...

«(y »

“Thi sao?”

Sellitto néi, “Ong ta c6 héi vé cd. Muén biét c6 c6 sao khong. Vé mit
thé chat.”

Khi that.

“Ba@i vi ong ta thdy toi di ca nhac ha?”
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“Chéc vay, t6i khong biét. Ong ta chi héi c6 vay théi. Nghe nay, mot tay
gia map nhw t6i day cé thé di ca thot va vin vao vai ngay xudi quay dé né
trdnh. Nhung ¢6 con tré, Amelia a. Va gay nita. Ong ta da kiém tra cac bao
cdo cta c6 va cac bado cdo sttc khée. Thady c6 xung phong lam rat nhiéu
cong viéc dac nhiém, doi lic con la nguwdi xong vao trede nhat trong ca doi
tién phong. Ong ta chi héi trudc gid ¢ c6 gip van dé gi trong nganh hay
khong, hay c6 ai noi la ho lam viéc khong dwoc thoai mai vGi c6 trong
nhitng vu triét pha hay cttu ho hay khong. Toi bao ong ta la khong, tuyét
doi khong. Co van dinh.”

“Cam on, Lon,” cd thi thAm. “Ong ta c6 tinh dén chuyén yéu cau kiém
tra st’c khoe khong?”

“Cai de tai day thi khong thay néu ra. Nhung vay cling khong c6 nghia la
khong.”

DPé trd thanh si quan ctia S& canh sat New York, (tng vién phai di kham
sttc khée tong quat nhung mot khi da vao nganh - khong nhuw linh citu héa
hay cac ky thuét vién cap cttu - &ng vién khong can phai tai kham, trtv khi
cap trén yéu cau trong cac truong hgp cu thé hay cac si quan nay mudn
kiém thém tin chi dé thang chic. Ngoai trir lan kham tong quat dau tién
cach day nhiéu nam, Sachs chwa hé kham sitc khoe tai bd phéan c6 céng tac.
Ho6 so duy nhat vé chitng viém khép cia co6 dwoc lwu tai cho bac si chinh
hinh tw. Myers khong thé tiép can dugc hé so d6 nhung néu 6ng ta ra quyét
dinh budc co kham sic khoe, bénh trang ctia co sé bi phat giac.

Va do sé la mot tham hoa.

“Cam on, Lon.”

Ho ngat may va co ding bat dong mot 1at, tram tu: Tai sao chi phan nao
ctia vu an doi hdi ta phai lo nghi dén hung tha? Hinh nhw canh gidc vdi ca
dong minh ctia minh ciing 1a mot viéc khong kém phan quan trong.

Sachs kiém tra vii khi cia minh mot lan cudi roi bwdc vé phia canh cira,
cwong quyét khong chiu dau hang céi théi thiic gan nhuw choang ngop budc
c6 di khap khiéng.
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Amelia Sachs c6 dién thoai di dong 3G, Jacob Swann da phat hién ra.

Vay t6t r6i. Phé tinh nang ma héa r6i nghe 16m noi dung dam thoai cta a
qua that khé hon so vdi dién thoai chay GPRS - dich vu vo tuyén goi tong
hop, hay 2G - nhung chi it la pha dugc vi 3G dung cong nghé ma hoda giong
noéi A5/1 kha 16i thoi.

Tat nhién bo phan k¥ thuat ctia han khéng dwoc phép lam vay.

Song nhat dinh da xdy ra mot so suat dau dé, béi vi chi sau mudi phut ké
tir lic thdo luan so qua van dé nay - va, di nhién, chi trén ly thuyét - véi tay
tredng phong Dich vu va Ho trg K¥ thuat, Swann bong dung thdy minh mé
man chat giong tram, kha ggi cam cta Sachs, chat giong dén tai han qua
song vo tuyeén.

Han da nam duwoc nhiéu tinh tiét 1y thi. Mot s6 lién quan truc tiép dén vu
diéu tra Moreno. Mot so thi chung chung hon, mdc du cling khong kém
phan hitu ich, chang han nhuw, & thAm t&* Amelia Sachs nay c6 mot s6 van de
vé thé chat. Han lwu lai tinh tiét nay dé tham khéo vé sau.

Han cling da biét mot théng tin dang lo ngai: Tay diéu tra vién con lai
trong vu an nay, Lincoln Rhyme, dang & Bahamas. BPay méi chinh la van
de tiem tang. Ngay khi biét duwgc chuyén nay, Swann da 1ap tic goi cho cac
dau moi duwéi dé - mot vai tay bogm nhau udng bia Sands va Kalik trén bén
tau - roi théa thudn vdi bon ho.

Nhung han khéng thé tdp trung vao chuyén dé vao lic nay. Han dang
ban. Ban ngoi x6m trong mdt con hém thom nong thom nac, pha khéa canh
ctta danh riéng cho nhan vién cia mot quan ca phé hoc doi Starbucks. Mot
noi c6 tén Java Hut. Han deo gang cao su moéng - c6 mau da dé ai liéc
nhanh ciling thdy ban tay han giong nhw khong deo gang.
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Bubi sang that am 4p va doi gang cung chiéc 4o gi6 von dung dé che
giau khién han thém phan nyc. Han dang va mo hoi. Khong nhiéu nhv véi
Annette @ Bahamas. Nhung van...

Con cai mui khiép ddm nay nita. Pung la hém & thanh phé New York.
Khong cé ai lau 1au lay nuwéce tay tat cho bay di cai mui nay dwgc sao?

Cudi cung, 6 khoa kéu cach. Swann hé ctra mot chit r6i nhin vao trong.
Tt cho nay han thdy mot van phong trong tron, mot can bép - ma trong doé
mot tay My Latin gay dét dang vat va v8i mé chén dia - va xa hon cho doé
la mot phan cai quan. Noi nay khong dong khach 1am va han doéan vi day la
khu du lich - nhitng gi con sét lai ctia khu Tiéu Y - nén khach cht yéu dén
day vao cudi tuan.

Han bén lu6n vao trong, len cham cham qua canh ctta khép ho réi buée
vao han van phong, dong thoi kéo 4o khodc vé mot phia dé bao dam con
dao cua han dé lay.

A, man hinh may tinh kia ro6i, ngay lic nay dang hién hinh anh thu dwoc
cia may quay an ninh dat & khu vic phuc vu. May quay quét cham cham
tGi lui, ghi lai nhitng hinh anh trang den nhu ru nga. Héan sé c6 hinh anh ro
rang cua ké ro ri, tén t6 giac, néu tua trd lai ngay 11 thang 5, ngay ma thang
khon ay da gt chi 1énh khit STO dén van phong Cong t6 vién Quan.

ROi han dé y thady mot cong tac & bén hong man hinh: 1-2-3-4.

Han nhan cong tac cudi thi man hinh chia lam bon phan bang nhau.

Oi, chét tiét...

Tiém nay c6 bon mdy quay. Va mot may hién tai dang ghi hinh chinh
Swann, ngoi xom truedc may tinh. Chi cé hinh lwng han théi nhung ngan ay
cling du ray ra.

Ray ra hon, han nghién cttu nhanh céai may tinh, la khong thé thdo no6 ra
dé 1ay cap 6 ctitng theo nhw ké hoach. Cai mdy tinh kénh cang duwgc gan vao
nén nha bang nhitng dai kim loai va dinh 6c¢ 16n.

Hay that, lam nhw c6 ai thém trom cai thit rac rwdi chay hé diéu hanh
Windows XP da tram tudi nay vay. Han danh dong mét c6 may nhuw thé chi
ngang ngita mot may tron tay Sears bang nhia, chang la gi so véi may mén
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ma han s& hitu: mot may tron hiéu KitchenAid tri gia sau tram do la c6 luoi
moc nhao bot mi va mot may lam mi tuoi.

ROi Swann citng ngwoi lai. Han nghe thdy nhitng giong noi, hét giong
cuoi cgt cia mdt con bé r6i dén giong mot nguwdi dan 6ng goc My Latin.
Han dwa tay xuéng con dao Kai Shun.

Nhung tiéng ho nho dan, hanh lang van trong trdi. Han quay lai véi
nhiém vu. Han tham do cho dinh 6c va may sgi ddy. Khong hé nhic nhich.
Ma han lai khong c6 ding dé nghé dé thao ching ra. Di nhién d6 khong
han 1a 16i ctia han. Han c6 thu theo mot b d6 nghé co ban nhung x 1y cai
nay phdi can dén cwa dién.

MGt tiéng thé dai.

Han quyét dinh phwong an ké tiép la bdo dam canh sat cling khéng lay
dwgc 6 cing.

Tiéc that, diy khong phai 1a lwa chon dau tién cta han, nhung han khong
con cach nao khac.

Lai c6 giong noi vong tdi tir phia madt tién quan. Hinh nhw mét ngudi phu
nit dang noi, “Cau cho toi gap Jerry.”

Co thé 1a? Phai. Giong diéu quen qua.

Cong nghé ma hoa giong n6i A5/1 kha 16i thoi. ..

“T6i la Jerry. Chi la tham t¢ vira goi dén phai khong?”

“Pung vay. Toi la Amelia Sachs.”

A dén day nhanh hon Swann twéng.

Chui nguai téi trede dé che chan viéc dang lam khoi may quay, han tho
vao ba 16 16i ra mot thiét bi no tw ché, loai bom gy sat thuwong cé thé pha
hay khong chi may tinh ma con ban ra mét tram manh lyu dan c6 rang cwa
khap nita sau quan ca phé. Han lwong Iy mot hoi. Han c6 thé dat hen gio la
mot phiut. Nhung Swann quyét dinh tot nhét 1a chinh kip n6 1au hon mét
chut trwdce khi kich hoat. Nhw vay mai da thoi gian cho c6 Sachs vao van
phong nay r6i bat dau xem qua cac cuén bang tw tredc khi bom phéat né.

Swann bam nut ‘dat gio” roi dén nat ‘kich hoat’, sau dé luon cai hop vao
ngay dang sau may tinh.
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Poan han cham cham ding day ro6i di lui ra khoi van phong, than trong
khong dé 16 mat tredc may quay.

https://thuviensach.vn



29

Khong khi trong Java Hut tran ngap chuc mui khac nhau - vani, socéla,
qué, qua mong, clic La Ma, nhuc dau khau... va ca ca phé.

Jerry, nguoi quan ly, la mot cau thanh nién cao 1éu nghéu, trén hai canh
tay c6 nhiéu hinh xam 16n, trong khong giong nhan vién quéan ly cia mot
chudi thuvong hiéu ca phé quoc gia. Du la mé6t thwong hiéu c6 hoi s tai
Portland#8l. C4u bét tay c6 manh mé, liéc trom xudng hong c6. Pan éng
thwong lam vay - khong phdi dé nhom ngé than hinh, cau ta muén li€c nhin
khau sing cta co.

Chuc con ngudi ngbi ¢ day déu luon tay - khong ban go trén thiét bi dién
ti nay thi cling ban sam soi thiét bi dién t& khac. Mgt vai nguwdi dang doc
gidy t0. Chi duy nhat mét phu nit cao tudi ngo6i ldng im, mat huéng ra ngoai
ctra s6, khong lam gi ngoai viéc thu tha thuwdng thiec tach ca phé.

Jerry héi, “Chi mu6n dung gi khong? Quan dai.”

Co tr ch6i. C6 muon lay ngay cai manh moi duy nhat ma biét dau cé thé
giup co pha an.

“T6i chi mudn xem may thwdc phim an ninh théi.”

“Pugc théi,” cau ta dap, mat lai liéc nhin vii khi cta c6. Ciling may c6 da
gai nut do khoac. C6 biét tiép theo cau sé muodn hoi cd cé dung khau sting
nay gan day khong. R6i n6i chuyén vé sting ong.

Dan ong ma. Khong tinh duc thi sung.

“Chung t6i c6 mot may quay & kia.” Cau ta chi l1én phia trén chiéc may
tinh tién. “Ai vao day ciing sé bi chup hinh lai it nhat mot lan, chup ciling
gan lam. Cai ga nay da tai 1én thit gi vay? Thong tin n6i bd ha?”

“U, dai khai 1a vay.”
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“Chu ngan hang. Troi a, bon ho c6 dang ghét khong co chit? Con hai
may quay khac nita.” Cau ta dwa tay chi tro.

Mot may dwge gan trén bire twong bén hong, cham cham quét téi lui nhw
thiét bi phun nuwdc trén bai cé. Ban ghé duwgc xép vuong géc vdi chiéc may
quay, dong nghia v6i viéc mac du cé thé khong thdy chinh dién khach,
nhung nhiéu kha nang c6 sé thy ré gwong mdt nhin nghiéng cta ké t6 giac.

Tét.

May quay con lai quét mét hoc phong nam bén trai ctra chinh, bén trong
chi c6 bon ban. Chiéc mady quay nay ciing sé ghi rd dwgc hinh anh tir bén
héng cta khach va dat gan bon chiéc ban kia hon, so v6i khoang cach tuw
may quay thit nhat dén cho ban trong phong chinh.

“Chung ta xem bang ghi hinh di,” c0 noi.

“Bang hinh nam trong van phong. M&i chi.” Cau ta chia canh tay ra, trén
dé xam mat hinh nhiéu mau toan ky tw Trung Quoc, dai dén hang tram chi.

Sachs khong khoi nghi nggi: Nhitng chi¥ day an chita néi dung gi ma
phai xam vao da thit cho dau chit? Huong hé chang biét cau ta sé gidi thich
nhv thé nao v4i mady dita chau cia minh day.
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Troi a, con hém vao bu6i ban trwva am ap that 1a.

Tom.

Hém hoc ¢ thanh phd New York cé mét nét duyén la, ta nhin theo mot
chiéu: Chiang nhw 1a ban than lich st dugc doi dén thoi hién dai, chang
khéc ndo trong vién bao tang. Mit tién cac can hd va - ngay khu Tiéu Y nay
day - mat tién cac ctra hiéu, déu thay doi qua moi thé hé, thé ma cac con
hém thi hau nhw chang suy chuyén gi so véi thé ki tredc. Ching trng toan
bién hiéu go6 va kim loai da phai mau dwa ra cac chi dan cung 16i canh bao
cho nguoi giao hang. Chén Chdt Bdnh XE CHO HANG! Céc bitc twdng xay
bang gach va da xap xé, chang ai son phét, chang ai rita rdy. Nao nhitng
canh ctta ty ché go ghé, nao nhitng bai béc hang, nao nhitng 6ng nuwdc
chang dan dén dau va nhirng sgi day dién chang ai dam dong vao.

Khong khi thi hoi ham.

Vao nhitng ngay oi bitc nhw thé nay, ngwdi phu bép rat ghét phai mang
rac xuoéng cho thung rac 16n dung chung véi vai nha hang khéc, bdi tiém
sushi sat bén da doé rac cua ho vao dém qua roi. Khéi doan cting biét bau
khong khi trra nay nhu thé nao.

Ca.

Song con hém van c6 mot thit khién anh thich: toa nha & phia trén Java
Hut. Xem ra trwdc day noi dy la nha cta ai do6 ndi tiéng. Theo 16i cau hau
ban Sanchez thi nguwdi nay la mot nha van My. Cau nghi chac la Mark
Twin. Ngudi phu bép ciing doc troi chdy dwoc tiéng Anh. Anh titng bao
Sanchez la minh sé tim doc mot tdc pham nao dé cia 6ng Twin dy, thé ma
chang khi nao anh c6 thai gian thue hién.
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Anh bén tha rac xudng, nin thd, tt nhién réi, xong xoay ngudi vé phia
cai quan Deli"?! ctia minh. Anh dé y thdy mot chiéc xe dang db trong con
hém nay, that ra la gan quan Java Hut. Mot chiéc Ford Torino do do.

Pep ddy. Nhung sé bi kéo di thoi.

Nguoi phu bép nhan ra minh van dang nin thd. Anh thé ra r6i lai hit vao,
m{i nhan lai. Cai mui cay xe.

Mui ca cii. Ca dm.

Anh chang biét liéu minh cé non mat khong. Nhuwng anh di vé phia chiéc
xe dé xem. Anh thich xe. Ong anh ré ctia anh titng bi bit vi dn cip mot
chiéc BMW M3 doi méi ngon lanh. An cip chiéc dé ciing tray trat 1am.
Trom xe Accord thi ai chang lam dwgc. Nhung chi ké c6 gan méi dam tho
xe M3. Cé gan nhung khong nhat thiét phai c6 ndao. Ramon bi bat ding hai
tiéng hai muwoi phit sau. Nhung cling phai cong nhan anh ay c6 tai.

O, cha, xem nay! Xe nay c6 thé S& canh sat New York trén bang diéu
khién. Cém kiéu gi lai lai chiéc xe nhw thé nay nhi? Chac la... Ping luc do,
mot cudn Itra khoi bung 1én tir cira sau ctia Java Hut va nguwdi phu bép bong
thdy minh bay giat ra sau. Anh nga nhao vao mét chong thung cac téng bén
ngoai mdt sau cda tiém hdt toc Hair Cuttery. Anh lan ra khéi dong hop roi
nam sitng so trén dong da cudi w6t nhep, m& mong.

Chua oi...

Khoi Itra tran ra tir quan ca phe.

Anh phu bép 16i dién thoai ra khéi bao r6i ép manh nwéc mat ra.

Anh nheo mat dé nhin rd phim bam. Nhwng r6i anh chgt hiéu chuyén gi
sé xdy ra néu anh goi, du la goi nac danh.

Thwa anh, tén, dia chi, so dién thoai cua anh la gi va anh c6 gidy phép lai
xe hay ho chiéu khong?

Hodc la gidy khai sinh? Thé xanh?

Thwa anh, ching t6i c6 s6 di dong cta anh & day...

Anh cat dién thoai di.

Du sao cling khéng quan trong, anh nhan dinh. Lic nay chac nguoi khac
cling da goi ro6i. Va lai, vu n6 manh dén noi chac chan khéng con ngwoi nao
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bén trong song soét. Vai phit nita thoi, can biét thy pho ctia 6ng Mark Twin
sé tré thanh mot dong gach da chay am i.
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Chiéc xe du lich chay doc duwong bay, sau dé xuyén qua trung tam
Nassau, bang qua nhitng ctra tiém lgp go va nhitng tw dinh son mau hong
diu, vang luc, sac mau cta nhitng chiéc keo dep hwong bac ha ma Lincoln
Rhyme con nh@ tir cac mua Giang sinh thdi nién thiéu cta anh.

Thanh phd nay da phan cé dia hinh bang phang. Thong tri toan canh
thanh ph6 nhin ti trén cao la nhitng chiéc tau bién chd khach, da do bén
hodc dang cham cham ré séng nwdc vé bén trdi. Rhyme chwa bao gio nhin
can canh mot chiéc tau nhw thé. Nhitng con tau khong 16, vieon hang tram
mét vao khoéng trung. Trung tam thanh pho sach sé va dau ra do, hon han
cac khu vie xung quanh san bay. Khong nhw thanh phé New York, noi day
cdy c6i moc khap moi noi, nang triu hoa 14, ré cay cai chat xuéng via hé va
dwong pho. Khu vye nay la mét sy pha tron gitta cong viéc kinh doanh
nghiém tic - nao luat sw, nao ké toan vién va nhitng nguwdi moi gidi bao
hiém - va nhitng ctta hiéu ban bat ky mén do gi c6 thé chia cat du khach
thuwdng ngoan trén thuyén vdi tién bac cta ho.

Trang phuc cuwdp bién la mot moén thong dung dé dat dwge muc dich dé.
C hai da tré trén via he la c6 mot dita mang kiém nhya va doi mii den c6
hinh dau 1au xwong chéo.

Ho lai qua mot vai tru s@ chinh pht. Quang treong Quéc hoi, Rhyme dé
y cai tén. Mat tién dat mot birc twong N hoang Victoria ngéi cam quyeén
trrong, mat nhin dam dam xa xam nhu thé tam tri ctia ba dang tap trung
vao cac thudc dia quan trong hon, hodc cé 1€ la ray ra hon.

Chiéc xe du lich véi chitc nang ho trg nguwdi khuyét tat hoa hop ngay
cung dong xe cd tai day, twong dong vGi phan 16n phwong tién di chuyén la
nhitng chiéc xe con va xe buyt mini, c6 khac chang la & sy c6 mat ctia déc
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dwa xe lan. Cling nhuv vira ndy, nhip do xe ¢6 ¢ day thw tha dén phat buc.
Rhyme nhdn thdy hién twgng nay khong phai do ngudi ta i xe ré ra.
Chang qua c6 qua nhiéu banh xe lan trén qua it duong sa.

Ca xe tay ga hai banh nita. BPau dau ciing thay.

“Pay la 16 trinh t6t nhat roi ha?” anh lau bau.

“Phai,” ho ly cta anh vira dap vira ré phai vao duong East.

“Lau hon toi twdng.”

Thom chang dap lai. Ho cang di vé huéng nam thi khu vic ngay cang
nhéch nhac. Cang nhiéu canh thiét hai do bao hon, nhiéu lan trai hon, nhiéu
de va ga hon.

Ho di ngang qua mot tam bién:

Bdo Vé Cdi Ay Cta Ban!

LUON LUON Diing Bao Cao Su

Trudc do, Rhyme phéi goi nhiéu cuéc méi tim dwgc vi tri chinh xac cta
Mychal Poitier - hién nhién la khong goi thang cho cau ha si. Nassau c6
mot To Diéu tra Trung wong (CDU) riéng biét, khong truc thudc téng bo.
Poitier trvdc dé c6 am chi la cau ta dang lam viéc cung CDU nhung theo
101 ¢0 tiép tan tai do, c6 vé nhu cau dugce dieu vao CDU nhuwng khéng thude
t0 nay. Co khéng chac van phong ctia cau ta & dau.

Cudi cung anh goi vao sé chinh va biét dugc Poitier dang & tong bo Canh
lyc Hoang gia Bahamas tren duong East.

Khi ho dén noi, Rhyme nhin quanh toa nha nay qua 16p kinh xe 1am bun.
Tong bo nay la mot khu phitc hop cac cong trinh khong twong xitng - toa
nha chinh hién dai va son nhat mau, c6 hinh dang mot cay thanh gia dat
nam. Cac toa nha phu trg thi rdi rdc quanh khuon vién. M6t khu dwong nhw
1a nha tam giam (mdt con dudng nhanh gan d6 mang tén Prison Lanel22)).
DPat khu6n vién trong hon hgp cac loai cé - mot s6 mang co gon gang, mot
sO mang ta toi - va bai do xe rac day soi va cat.

Mot co quan chap phép thuc dung.

Ho ra khéi xe. Mdt lan nita, cai mui khoi cay xé vang vat trong khong
khi. A, day roi. Liéc nhin san sau ctia mét tw dinh gan d6, Rhyme hiéu ra

https://thuviensach.vn



nguon goc cai mui: Itta dot rac. Han dau dau nguai ta cling dot rac.

“Kia, Lincoln, ching ta can mot cai nhw vay,” Pulaski n6i. Cau dang chi
vé mat tién toa nha chinh.

“Can cai gi co?” Rhyme cau nhau. “T6a nha, ang-ten vo tuyén, nam dam
ctra, nha tu?”

“Biéu trung.”

Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas qua c6 mét biéu treng kha an twgng, hira
hen v6i cong dan quan ddo nay long cam dam, tinh chinh tryc va sy trung
thanh. Con dau trén qua dat nay c6 thé lam duwgc tron géi ca ba td chat gon
ghé nhu thé?

“Toi sé mua cho cau mot cai ao thun lam qua lwu niém, tan binh.”
Rhyme diéu khién xe lan 1én via heé r6i sdn s6 vao dai sanh, mot noi chang
c6 gi an twgng, tray trua va tréc 16. Kién bo lic nhic trong khi ru6i oanh tac
tii bui. Dwong nhw chang cé vién canh sat mdc thwong phuc nao, ai ciing
van sac phuc. Théng dung nhat la 4o khodac trang, quan dai den c6 soc do
mo trén phan hong, s6 nit canh sat it éi thi mdc do khoac twong ty va vay cé
soc. Phan nhiéu nhan sy ¢ day - mac rat mot mau den - déu doi mi canh sat
truyén thong hodc mii cat trang.

Thudc dia...

Ca chuc dan ban dia va du khach ng6i trén ghé bang hodc dirng xép
hang, chd no6i chuyén véi canh sét, c6 1€ dé trinh bao vu an. Trong ho phan
nhiéu la bic boi hon la hodng loan. Rhyme cho rang da phan cac vu an @
day la mdc tii, mat ho chiéu, sam s@, trom may anh va xe hoi.

Anh nhan thtc duge sy chi y ma anh va nhém tuy tung nho nho cua
minh dang thu hut. M6t cap vo chong dirng tudi, nguwdi My hodc ngudi
Canada, dang ding trudc anh trong hang. “Oi, khong, mdi anh 1én trudc.”
Ngudi vg néi chuyén nhw thé véi mét diva tré 1én nam. “That dady.”

Rhyme phat y trwéc sy chiéu c6 cta ho va khi Thom cdm nhan dugc diéu
nay, cau danh nguwoi lai, ngd mét con thinh nd sap xady ra, nhung nha khoa
hoc hinh sy mim cwdi cdm on hgo. Con séng ma anh dinh tao sé dé danh cho
chinh Céanh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas.
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Mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao nghéu ditng dau hang phia tru6c Rhyme cé nwéc
da den béng, mic quan bo va so mi khong déng thung. Ong ta dang khiéu
nai v6i mot si quan ti€p dan trong quyén rii dang lang nghe cham chu veé
con dé bi mat trom.

“Chac né6 bé di chang,” nguwdi phu nit goi y.

“Khong, khong, day thirng bi cat co ma. Toi c¢6 chup lai anh. C6 mudn
xem khoéng? DAy bi cat bang dao. T6i c6 anh! Hang x6m cta t6i day. T6i
biét hang x6m ctia t6i lam ma.”

Chitng cw vét tich cong cu c6 thé cho thidy mai lién hé giita kiéu cat trén
day thirng vé6i lwdi dao ctia nguwdi hang x6m. Sgi gai dau dac biét rat dinh,
it nhiéu sé c6 hién twgng chuyén giao chitng ctt. Gan day troi lai mwa. Dau
chan nhat dinh van t6n tai.

Vu an dé gt, Rhyme vira ngam vira mim cwdi véi chinh minh. Anh wéc
chi Sachs c6 mat ¢ day dé anh c6 thé chia sé cau chuyén nay véi co.

Dé...

Nguoi dan 6ng dugc thuyét phuc di kiém dé thém it 1au nita.

Ro6i Rhyme di chuyén t6i trwdc. Co si quan tiép dan khé nhém day va
ngo6 xuong nhin anh. Anh xin gdp Mychal Poitier.

“Vang, dé toi goi cho anh ay. Con anh 1a?”

“Lincoln Rhyme.”

Co thuc hién cudc goi. “Thua ha si, canh sat vién Bethel day, goi tiw ban
tiép dan. Mot ngwdi tén Lincoln Rhyme va mot s6 nguwdi khac ¢ diy mudn
gap anh.” C6 nhin cham chdam xu6ng chiéc dién thoai c6 16 si mau be cta
minh, cang nghe cang cing thing. “A, vang, thua ha si. T6i néi roi, dng ay
dang & day... Thi 6ng dy dang & ngay trudc mat t6i nay.”

Phai chang Poitier bao c6 gia vo la ciu ta di vang?

Rhyme néi, “Néu cau ay ban thi ndi véi cau ay t6i san sang chg. Bao lau
cling dugc.”

Mat c6 liéc nhin mat Rhyme vé&i vé khong chac chan. Co noéi vao dién
thoai, “Ong ay néi...” Nhung c6 vé nhu Poitier da nghe dwgc “Vang, thua
ha si.” Co dat 6ng nghe xuong. “Mot lat nita anh ay dén.”

“Céam on c0.”
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Ho xoay ngudi di roi di chuyén t¢i mot khu vie vang ngudi trong phong
cho.

“Chuda phu ho cho 6ng,” ngudi phu nit nhwong cho trong hang cho con
nguoi dang thuwong hai noi.

Rhyme cam nhan ban tay cia Thom trén vai nhung mét 1an nita, anh chi
mim cuoi.

Thom va Pulaski ng6i xuéng ghé bang sat Rhyme, bén dwéi hang chuc
tranh anh chan dung cac vi canh sat trudng va si quan chi huy tham nién
cta Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas, tir nhiéu nam vé trudc. Anh xem lwdt
qua phong tranh. Pay cling chang khac bic twong vinh danh lyc lwgng
quan doi ¢ noi khac: nhitng guwong mdt citng do va, nhu guwong mdt cia N
hoang Victoria, nhin xa xam dau dau chit khong nhin thang vao thg vé hay
mdy anh. Khong cdm xic, nhung nao ai biét nhitng cap mat dé da thay
nhitng gi trong hang tram nam lam nhiém vu chap phap.

Rhyme dang phan van khong biét Poitier sé nan na trong bao 1au thi mot
vién canh st tré xuat hién tr 16i hanh lang va tién dén cho ban gidy. Cau
mac chi€c quan dai den soc dé dau dau ciling thdy ay va mot 4o so mi xanh
dwong tay ngan, c6 khéng cai ctic. Mot sgi day chuyén vat tir clc do trén
cung va bién mat vao trong tdi 4o bén trai. Mot chiéc coi chang? Rhyme tw
héi. Cau thanh nién da sam nay, ngwoi trang bi sung luc ban tw dong, dé
dau tran va cé mai toc day nhung dugce tia ngan. Khuén mat day dan cta
cau khong vui.

Cénh sat vien Bethel chi Rhyme cho cau canh sat. Cau thanh nién xoay
nguoi roi chép mat trong sy ngac nhién cao dé. Mac du da c6 gang kim lai,
nhuwng cau ngay lap titc nhin cham cham vao chiéc xe lan va cdp chan cda
Rhyme. Cau ta lai chép mat r6i ty dung ra chiéu khé 6.

Rhyme biét khong chi si c6 madt ctia anh md&i lam cau canh sat nay buc
bdi.

Gat an mang véi chinh tri sang mot bén di. Minh phai d6i ph6 v6i mot ké
que sao?

Poitier chan chir thém choc lat, cé 1é dang ty hoi liéu minh da bi phat
hién chwa. Minh con thoat dugc chang? R6i, binh tam lai, cdu rdi ban tiép
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tan mot cach mién cuwdng roi ti€n vé phia ho.

“Chao dai iy Rhyme.” Cau néi cau nay bang mot giong than mat, gan
nhu han hoan. Hét nhw giong ctia nit du khach vira ndy. Ban tay Poitier m@
ra mot nita nhw thé cau khong muon bat tay nhwng nghi sé la bat lich s
néu khong chu dong. Rhyme nang tay 1én va cau canh sat nhanh chong, rat
nhanh, nam chat roi tha ra.

Liét tit chi dau c6 truyén nhiém chit, Rhyme chua chat nghi.

“Pong chi ha si, day la si quan Pulaski cia S& cdnh sit New York. Va
ngwoi diéu dudng cua t6i, Thom Reston.”

Moi nguwoi bat tay nhau, lan nay it c6 sw do dv hon. Nhung Poitier lai
nguwdc 1én ngwdc xuong nhin Thom. C6 1é khai niém “diéu dudng” doi véi
cau ta con ma&i me.

Cau ha si nhin quanh minh, thay vai si quan dong nghiép dirng ngay ra
nhin ho bang nhiéu thai d6 khac nhau, hét nhu tré con choi tro gia lam
tugng.

Su chd y cia Mychal Poitier ngay lap titc tré lai véi chiéc xe lan va cap
chan khéng cam gidc cia Rhyme. Tuy nhién, ctt dong cham cham cta canh
tay phai dwong nhu dap vao mat cau nhiéu nhat. Cubi cung, Poitier, bang
tat ca sitc manh y chi ctia minh, budc ban than nhin thang vao mat Rhyme.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy thoat tién thdy buwc bdi trivéc phan tng nay nhung
sau d6 anh cam nhan dwgc mot cam giac da lau chwa trai nghiém: Anh xau
hé. Thye sy xau ho vé bénh trang ctia minh.

Anh da hi vong cdm giadc do6 sé chuyén thanh con gian bung chay nhung
khong. Anh cdm thay nhé bé, cam thay yéu 6t.

Anh mit sitng s& ctia Poitier da d6t chdy anh.

Xau ho...

Anh c6 gat cai cam gidc dau nhoéi dy sang mot bén roi diem dam néi,
“T6i can phai ban vé vu an ddy véi cau, dong chi ha si.”

Poitier lai nhin quanh. “T6i e la da cho anh biét hét nhitng gi c6 thé r6i.”

“T6i muon xem bao cdo chitng cit. T6i mudn xem chinh hién tredng vu
an.”

“Viéc ddy khong dugc. Hién treong bi phong tda roi.”
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“Cac anh phong téa hién tredng nham ngan can cong chiing xam pham,
chir khong phai vGi nhan vien phap y.”

“Nhung anh...” M6t sy do dw. Kho khan lam Poitier m@i khong nhin vao
cap chan anh. “Anh khong phai canh sat ¢ day, thwa dai tiy Rhyme. O day
anh la dan thuwong. T6i rat tiéc.”

Pulaski néi, “Hay dé chung t6i gitip anh pha vu an nay.”

“Thoi gian cua toi rat eo hep.” Cau ta vui vé li€c nhin Pulaski, nguoi
dang ding trén hai chan ctia minh. Mot nguwdi binh thwong. “Eo hep lam,”
Poitier vira lap lai vira quay sang mot bang thong bao trén d6 c6 ghim mot
to roi: Dau dé 1a MAT TICH. Bén dudi cai tir n6i bat d6 1a anh mot c6 gai
toc vang tuwoi cuoi, co vé nhu dugc tai tv Facebook.

Rhyme néi, “Co sinh vién ma cau dé cap.”

“Vang. Nguwoi ma anh...”

Cau ha si dinh n6i: Nguwoi ma anh chang théem quan tam. Rhyme chac la
vay.

Nhung cau ta da kim lai.

Bdi vi, di nhién, Rhyme khong dang bi trdch méc. Anh yéu 6t. Mot tw ac
y c6 thé 1am anh tan nét c6i 1ong khong thé nao van hoi.

Mat anh do bung.

Pulaski noi, “Ha si, chung toi chi xem ban sao bao cao chitng cw, bao cao
kham nghiém thoi dugc khong? Ching toi xem ngay ¢ day cling duoc.
Chung t0i khong dem ra khai day dau.”

Cach tiép can hay day, Rhyme nghi.

“T6i sg la khong duwgc, s quan Pulaski a.” Cau ta kién tri liéc qua Rhyme
lan nita.

“Vay thi cho chung toi xem nhanh hién treong di.”

Poitier ho r6i dang hang giong. “T6i phdi dé nguyén hién trudng, tuy vao
thong tin tw cac co quan chic nang cua Venezuela.”

Rhyme hua theo. “Va t6i bdo dam sé dé nguyén hién truong khéng bi
nhiém ban cho ho.”

“Du sao thi toi cling rat tiéc.”
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“Vu an mang cta Moreno bén chiing t6i khac vu cta ciu - diéu nay thi
cau da chi ra vao hom kia r6i. Nhung chiing t6i van can mot so két qua
phap y nhat dinh tr day.”

Bang khong, viéc cdu liéu linh goi cho t6i tir song bac hom &y sé chi
cong coc. Pay chinh la an y.

Rhyme than trong khong dé cap dén bat ky t6 chitc bdo an nao cia My
hay linh ban tia. Néu phia Bahamas mu6n bat bon buén ma tiy Venezuela,
anh sé khong can thiép vao. Nhung anh can cho chitng ct khon kiép ay.

Anh liéc nhin tdm ap phich c6 anh c6 sinh vién mat tich. C6 ta kha xinh
xan, nu cwoi ngdy tho va rong ma.

Phan thudng cho ngwdi cung cap thong tin chi cé nam tram do lal21l,

Anh thi tham véi Poitier, “Cac cdu c6 t6 truy sung co ma. Toi thay cé néi
tGi t0 nay trén trang mang cua cac cau. Cung lam cho t6i xem bao cdo cua
ho vé vién dan dugc khong?”

“T6 day van chwa bat dau diéu tra vu nay.”

“Ho dang cho doi cac co quan chitc nang cua Venezuela.”

“Pung vay.”

Rhyme hit sau vao, c6 gang git binh tinh. “Lam on...”

“Ha s Poitier.” M0t giong n6i cat ngang qua sanh cho.

Mot nguwoi dan 6ng mac dong phuc kaki ditng trwéc ngudng clira md,
hanh lang 16 m& & dang xa. Gwong mat tam toi ctia 6ng ta - ca vé mau da
lan biéu cam - dang nhin tran tran vé phia bon ngwoi dan 6ng bén canh bitc
twong vinh danh lyc lvgng quan doi.

“Ha si Poitier,” ong ta lap lai bang mot giong nghiém khac.

Cau canh sat xoay nguoi. Cau chép mat. “Vang, thwa sép.”

Mot khoang nghi. “Cau xong chuyén @ do thi vao van phong gap toi.”

Rhyme suy ra: Nguwoi dan 6ng nghiém nghi nay chac la dai uy Bill
Myers, phién ban Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas.

“Vang, thuwa sép.”

Cau canh sat quay nguoi lai, mat xiu xuéng. “D6 la phé canh sét tredng
McPherson. Ong 4y phu trach toan bd khu virc New Providence. Thai, cac
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anh vé di. T6i tién cac anh ra xe.”

Khi cdu hé tong ho ra ngoai, Poitier 16ng ngéng khung lai dé mé ctra cho
Rhyme va, mét lan nita, tranh nhin cai canh twgng mot ngwdi dan 6ng toan
than bat toai, trong ghé sg.

Rhyme diéu khién xe 1an ra bén ngoai. Thom va Pulaski theo sau. Ho di
vé huéng chiéc xe.

Poitier thi tham, “Thwa dai 1y, t6i cung cap thong tin cho anh vé cudc
dién thoai va tén dan 6ng tai khach san South Cove da la liéu linh 1am r6i.
T6i ¢t twdng anh sé tiép tuc diéu tra tai My. Chit khong phaéi ¢ day.”

“T6i rat biét on vé nhitng diéu cau tiét 16 cho té6i. Nhung nhw vay chwa
du. Chung t6i can ching c.”

“Chuyén day khong dwoc. Toi da bao anh dirng tGi r6i. Toi rat tiéc. Toi
khong gitp dugc.” Cau canh sat manh dé quay mat hwéng vé canh ctra tién
sanh, nhu thé sép cua cau van dang quan sat. Poitier gian lam, Rhyme thay
duwgc diéu d6. Cau ta muon ndi xung. Nhung phan tng duy nhat ctia cau
canh sat nay la mot cai vo dau xoa diu theo nghia béong.

Chua phu ho cho cau...

“0 day khong c6 gi cho anh dau. Vui choi mét, hai ngay, di ddm, ba nha
hang. Chac anh khong ra ngoai...” Cau dot ngot ham lai cdu noéi. Ro6i
chuyén huwéng. “Chac anh lu bu céng viéc lam nén khéng cé co hoi vui
choi. C6 mot vai nha hang ngon gan cac bén tau. Danh cho du khach.”

Noi san cac phwong tién ho trg ngwdi khuyét tat do c6 nhiéu hanh khach
cao tudi tir cac tau du lich dén.

Rhyme kién tri, “T6i da ngd y mudn gap cau & noi khac. Ma cau tw
choi.”

“T6i dau ngo anh lai dén day that.”

Rhyme ditng lai. Anh néi véi Thom va Pulaski. “T6i c6 vai 161 mudn
trao doi riéng véi dong chi ha si.”

Hai nguoi ho lién litng thitng quay lai chiéc xe.

Mat Poitier quét qua doi chan va than minh cta nha khoa hoc hinh sy
mot lan nita. Cau bat dau, “Phai chi...”
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“Ha s1,” Rhyme quat, “DPing choi mdy tro khon nan nay véi t6i nita.” Su
xau hoé cubi cung da co dac lai thanh mot tang bang thinh no.

Cau canh sat chdp mat strng sot.

“Cau viit cho t6i dam ba manh moi déch c6 nghia ly gi néu khong co
chitng ct phap y cing c6. May thit manh moéi vé dung. Tha cu tiét kiém
tién thé dién thoai con hon.”

“T6i chi muon gidup anh théi,” cau binh than noi.

“Cau muon got bé cam giac toi 16i ciia minh thi c6.”

“Toi 16i...?”

“Cau c6 goi cho t6i nho ho trg pha an dau. Cau goi cho to6i dé b6t ay nay
khi phai lam mot thang canh sat bé rac. Chi can vit lai vai mau tin vo6 dung
r6i la cdu yén long quay di chd co quan chitc nang Venezuela, theo 15i
nguoi khac sai bdo, nguyén van cau noi day.”

“Anh khong hiéu r6i,” Poitier dap tra, con gian ctia cau ciing tuén trao.
M6 hoi muét khap gwong mat cau con cap mat thi tap trung va soi suc.
“Anh an lvong @ My - gadp muoi lan lwong chiing t6i ¢ day - va lam khong
dwoc viéc nay thi anh lam viéc khac cé cung mirc lwong hodc cao hon.
Chung t6i khong c6 nhitng lwa chon do, dai Gy a. To6i lam liéu nhiéu chuyén
qua r6i. Toi ké riéng cho anh biét mot s6 chuyén dé roi...” Cau ta lap bap.
“Pé r6i anh dén day. Gio thi canh sat tredng sép toi biét roi day! Toi cé vg
va hai di¥a con phdi nu6i. T6i yéu ho lam. Anh lay quyén gi danh cugc
cong viéc cua toi?”

Rhyme nat lai, “Cong viéc cta cau ha? Cong viéc ctia cau la diéu tra
chuyén gi da xdy ra vao ngay 9 thang 5 tai khach san South Cove, ai da ban
vién dan day, ai giét mot mang ngwdi theo luat phap phia cau. B6 mdi la
cong viéc cua cau, chit khong phai di ndp dang sau may chuyén co tich cua
cap trén.”

“Anh khong hiéu roi! Toi...”

“T6i chi hiéu la néu cau ty xuwng minh mudn lam canh sét, thi lam canh
sat cho ding nghia. Bang khong, trd lai t6 Thanh tra va Cap phép di, dong
chi hasia.”
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Rhyme xoay ngudi vé phia chiéc xe, noi Pulaski va Thom dang nhin tran
tran theo hwéng ctia anh bang bo mat au lo, réi tri. Anh cling dé y thay mot
nguwoi dan ong dang ding tai mot trong nhitng ctta s6 gan dd, nhin veé
hwéng ho. Rhyme doan chac do la 6ng pho canh sét trudng.
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Sau khi roi khoi tong b6 Canh lwc Hoang gia Bahamas, Thom lai xe vé
phia bac va phia tdy xuyén qua nhitng con phé hep trai lat vung vé cuda
Nassau.

“Nay, tan binh, cdu c6 viéc lam day. T6i can cau khao sat chut it tai
khach san South Cove.”

“Chung ta khong di khoi day sao?”

“Di nhién la khong r6i. Cau mudn nhan nhiém vu hay muén bi cat ngang
mai day?” Khong cho cau trd 16i, Rhyme nhac ciu canh sat nhé lai thong
tin ma ha si Poitier da cung cap qua dién thoai vao dém kia tai New York:
cudc goi tir mot nguwdi My hoi vé viéc dat phong tredc ctia Moreno, va tén
dan 6ng ngu tai khach san mo6t ngay tredc vu nd sung hoi mot c6 hau ban
vé Moreno - Don Bruns, tay ban tia thién xa cta ching.

“Ba muoi mdy tudi, ngudi My, san chac, voc dang nhd, téc nau cat
ngan.” Pulaski nh@ chi tiét nay tir trén bang.

“Tét. Toi thi khong ty minh di dugce,” nha khoa hoc hinh sy n6i. “T6i ma
di thi nguoi ta xon xao ca lén. Bon t6i do xe tai bai chd cau. Cau budce téi
cho ban tiép tan, trinh phu hiéu ra r6i diéu tra s6 dién thoai cta ké goi twr
My va bat ky diéu gi khac lién quan dén cai ga héi han vé Moreno. Dirng
gidi thich nhiéu qua. Chi néi cau la canh séat dang diéu tra vu viéc.”

“T6i sé noi toi la ngwdi cta tong bd Canh Iywc Hoang gia Bahamas.”

“Hirm, cling duwgc day. Nghe du quyén uy ma lai mo hé. Néu cau lay
dugce so - khi cau 1dy dwgce so6 roi - bon t6i sé goi cho Rodney Szamek nho
anh ay noéi chuyén vGi nha cung cap di dong hodc dién thoai ban. Cau ro hét
chwa?”

“Chac cq, Lincoln.”
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“‘Chac cd’ 1a sao?”

“Toi sé lam,” cdu ta noi.

“Pung la may cach ndi cho vui miéng ma.” Anh van con bj ton thwong
va gian dir vé cai ma anh xem la sy phan boi ctia Poitier - mot phan vi cau
ha si tir chdi gidp do.

Khi ho lac v trong xe doc cac con phd ctia Nassau, Rhyme chot nay ra
mot y. “Va khi cau ¢ khach san, xem thtt Eduardo de la Rua, ngwoi nha bao
da chét, c6 dé lai thit gi & ddy khong. Hanh ly nay, s6 ghi chép nay, may vi
tinh nay. Va tim cach 1dy duwgc may thit day.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“T6i khong biét. Toi khong quan tam. De la Rua ghi chép hay ghi am gi
toi déu muon co hét. Canh sat ¢ day chang k¥ ludng lam trong viéc thu thap
chitng ct. C6 thé van con gi ddy tai khach san.”

“Co thé ong ta ghi am Moreno ndéi chuyén vé ngudi nao ddy dang do
tham anh ta.”

Cau canh sét tré nghi nggi trong choc 1at. “De la Rua la phéong vién. Con
mdy anh cua Ong ta thi sao? C6 thé 6ng ta chup mot vai tdim trong phong
hodc trong khuon vién treedc thoi diém no sung.”

“Chwa hé nghi dén. Tot. Phai roi. Cé thé ong ta c6 vai tam hinh chup mot
ké do thdm nao ddy.” RoOi anh dam ra gian dit. “Co quan chic nang
Venezuela. V& van.”

Diéen thoai cia Rhyme reo. Anh nhin vao tén nguoi goi.

Cha, gi day?

Anh nhan nut tra 16i. “Dong chi ha si ha?”

Phai chang Poitier bi dudi viéc r6i? Phai chang cau ay goi dé xin 16i vi
nodi néng, dong thoi nhai di nhai lai 1a minh chang lam gi dwgc dé giup do?

Giong cua cau canh sat 1a mot 10i thi tham khe khé, gian dit: “Ngay nao
toi cling an triva muon.”

“Cau néi gi cg?”

“Do ca lam cua t6i,” Poitier tiép tuc gat gong. “T6i an trwa vao lac 3 gio
chiéu. Ma anh c6 mudn biét toi an troa & dau khong?”

“Toi co...?”
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“Cau héi don gian thoi, dai iy Rhyme!” cau ha si quat. “Anh c6 mudn
biét t6i an trira moi ngay ¢ dau khong?”

“Co6 chi!”

‘C6’ 1a toan bo nhitng gi Rhyme c6 thé thot, hoan toan ngd ngang.

“T6i an trra tai quan Bao T6 trén dwong Baillou Hill. Gan duong West.
Do la noi toi an trual!”

Puong day cam bat. Khong cé am thanh gi ngoai mot tiéng cach nhe
nhung Rhyme hinh dung ra canh cau ha si gian d* nén ngon cai 1én nut
ngat may.

“Cha.” Anh ké cho moi ngudi nghe vé cudc néi chuyén. “Nghe nhw cau
ay rot cudc chiu gitp ching ta r6i.”

Pulaski n6i, “Hodc la sé bat hét ching ta.”

Rhyme toan phan d6i nhung nhan thdy cau canh sét tré ciing c6 ly. Anh
néi, “Phong khi cdu noi dang, tan binh, ta nén thay doi ké hoach. Thom va
toi sé di an trwa hodc di nop mang. Ca hai luon khong chirng. Cau thi di
khao sat tai khach san South Cove. Chung ta sé thué cho cau mot xe. Thom,
hinh nhw minh cé di qua mot diém cho thué dau do thi phai?”

“Van phong cho thué xe Avis. Anh muén t6i dén day a?”

“Téat nhién. Chang nhé t6i hoi vi to mo.”

“Anh c & mai trong tam trang tot thé nay ma khong chan hd, Lincoln?”

“Xe thué. Lam on. Nhanh.”

Rhyme dé y thady minh c6 dién thoai tir Lon Sellitto. Anh da nhd cudc
goi nay luc dang “ban luan” véi Poitier. Khong c6 tin nhan dé lai. Rhyme
goi lai cho anh ta nhung thu thoai trd 16i. Anh dé lai mét tin nhan thoai roi
cat nhanh dién thoai.

Thom tim thdy van phong Avis qua GPS nén bé lai sang huwéng dé.
Nhung chi vai phit sau, anh néi ra chiéu khéng chac chan lam, “Lincoln.”

“Ha?”

“Co nguoi dang bam theo chiing ta. T6i kha chac.”

“Ping ngoai lai nhin, tan binh!” Rhyme khéng con cong tac nhiéu trong
nganh nita, hién nhién, nhwng hoi con trong bién ché anh thwong xuyén
dam nhiém nhitng hién truong vu an “nong” - nhitng vu ma ¢ dé hung thu
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c6 thé van con lang vang, vi mudn biét lii cdm nao phu trach vu an va bon
ho dang tim manh moi nao, hodc doi khi con cé y dinh giét nhitng canh sat
d6 ngay luc dy. Nhiéu ban nang da duwgc anh t6i luyén sudt ngan dy nam
kham xét cac hién tredng nhu thé van con hién hitu. Va quy tac thit nhat la
ding dé bat ky ké nao nhan ra ta biét téng chuing.

Thom tiép tuc, “Mot chiéc xe dang di ngwoc chiéu bong quay dau ngay
khi ching ta vira viegt qua n6. Ban dau t6i cling khong nghi nggi gi nhiéu,
nhung ching ta ndy gio di kha vong véo ma né van con ¢ day.”

“Ta cai xe xem.”

“Hiéu Gold Mercury, néc vinyl den. Chac khodng mudi nam hodc hon.”

Tudi chung cta kha kha chiéc xe & day.

Cau ho ly liéc nhin gwong xe. “Hai, khong, ba nguwdi bén trong. Ba ga da
den. Chirng cudi hai muoi hodc dau ba muoi tudi. Ao thun, mot cai xam,
mot cai xanh 14, ngan tay. Mot cai ba 16 mau vang. Khong thdy dwgc mat
bon ching.”

“Cau noi hét canh sat tuan tra vay, Thom,” Rhyme nhtn vai. “Chi la dam
canh sat dé y ching ta thdi. Ong canh sat truéng dy - McPherson - khong
vui gi cho cam khi thdy bon ngudi la ching ta dén thanh phd.”

Thom nheo mat nhin vao gwong chiéu hau. “Chac khong phai la cém
dau, Lincoln.”

“Sao khong?”

“Ga lai xe c6 deo hoa tai con ga ké bén thi tét téc lon dai.”

“Nam vung thoi.”

“Va ching dang chuyén tay nhau mot diéu can sa.”

“Vay chac khoéng phai r6i.”
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ft c6 thit nao gém ghiéc bang khéi héa chat tir mot vu né kich hoat chat
no déo tu ché.

Amelia Sachs ngtri dwgc nd, ném dugce n6. Co rung minh bédi vi ngot dén
lgm giong.

Va tai co bi u.

Sachs dang ditng triéc nhitng gi con sot lai ctia quan Java Hut, sot rudt
chd canh sat Té X Iy Bom dén tac nghiép. Co sé ty minh tién hanh kham
hién tredng nhung cac chuyén gia chat n6 tit Vung 6 tai Lang Greenwich
phai luén quét tredc qua khu viee n6 tim thiét bi ndé th cap, dugc hen gio
n6 nham tiéu diét cac nhan vién ctitu ho. Pay la mét tha phap thong dung, it
nhat tai cdc qudc gia noi bom chi la mgt phwong tién dwa ra tuyén bo chinh
tri khac. C6 1€ Don Bruns da hoc cac ky nang cia han & nwéc ngoai.

Sachs bat ngoén tay sat moi tai va hai long khi thdy du bi 1, c6 con nghe
kha ro.

Yéu t6 cttu mang c6 va s6 khach uéng ca phé thoat tién khién c6 bat
CU0i.

Chang la c6 va Jerry, cau quan ly xam tr6é ctia Java Hut, da di vao céi van
phong nho xiu, 10 m@ dén, noi dat may vi tinh cda ctta tiém. Ho kéo ghé
ngoi, roi cau ta thi vivon ngwoi tGi trede nhap mat khau trén chiéc may chay
hé Windows c6 10 si.

“Pay la chwong trinh ghi hinh an ninh.” Jerry nap chwong trinh 1én ro6i
chi cho c6 cac 1énh dé xem lai nhitng tép .mpg, cach tua nguwgc va tua tdi,
cach chuyp anh tinh va ghi phim vao cac tép riéng biét dé tai 1én hoac chép
sang thé nha.

“T61 hiéu roi, cam on cau.”
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Co nhich t&i nhin man hinh gan hon. Man hinh chia ra lam bén phan
bang nhau, m6i may quay mot canh: hai may quay tang phuc vu, mot may
quay cho tinh tién, mét mdy quay van phong nay.

Co chi méi bat dau tua ngugce lai thoi gian tir hom nay dén ngay 11 thang
5 - ngay ké to gidc da ro ri chi 1énh STO ttr noi day - thi dé y thdy canh mot
nguoi dan ong dang budc tdi, ngay trong van phong noi hg dang ding luc
nay.

Khoan. Co cai gi la. Co ngirng doan phim. Cai gi ma la nhi?

0O, ding r6i, thi ra 1a thé. C6 cuoi. Trong tat ca cac canh quay khac, bai
vi c6 dang tua nguwgc nén thay ngwoi ta di lui. Nhung trong doan phim quay
trong van phong, ké nay lai di tdi, tic 1a thyc té han dang di lui ra khéi van
phong.

Ai lai lam thé chi&?

Co chi chi tiét nay cho cau quan ly, nhung cau ta khéng bat cudi nhw c6.
“Xem thoi gian trén bang kia. Cach day chi mudi phat. Ma t6i chang biét
han la ai. Han khong lam viéc & day.”

Tén nay voc ngudi gon gang, toc ngan, hinh nhw vay, déi mi ludi trai.
Han mac 4o khodc kiéu 4o gi6é va mang mot ba 16 nhé.

Jerry ditng day va budc dén cira sau. Cau ta thi day ctra. “Civa mé. Khon
kiép, ching t6i bi dot nhap r6i!”

Sachs tua ngugc tiép, roi phat xudi doan bang. Ho thiy tén nay di vao
van phong, may mo dang nhap vao mdy tinh nhiéu lan réi loay hoay nhac
no 1én, nhwng lai bi cho xa thép gitt chat chiéc may tinh vao nén nha ngan
lai. R6i han liéc nhin man hinh, han da dé y minh dang bi ghi hinh. Thay vi
xoay ngudi nhin doi dién mdy quay an ninh, han di lui ra khéi van phong.

Co biét day chac chan la ké ban tia.

Bang cach nao do, han ciing biét vé ké t6 giac nén da dén day xem c6 tim
duwgc than phan cida ké nay khong. Han han da nghe c6 va Jerry tGi gan.
Sachs chay lai bang ghi hinh, lan nay dé y thay trudc Iic di khéi, hinh nhw
han dat mot vat nhé dang sau cai mdy tinh. Céi gi d...?

Oi, chét tiét, khong!
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Han da dé lai mot thiét bi no tw ché - chinh la thit han dat sau may tinh.
Han khong danh cap dwgc nén budc phai pha huy chiéc may tinh Dell nay.
GG& bom hay khong day? Khong nén, chac han da chinh cho bom n6 bat ky
luc nao. “Ra ngoai, moi nguwoi ra ngoai!” co la 16n. “Bom. C6 bom! So tan
khoi day. Moi nguoi ra ngoai!”

“Nhung nhu vay thi...”

Sachs chop canh tay day hinh xam biéu y cta Jerry roi 16i cau ta vao
trong quan, dong thdi hd hodn cac nhan vién pha ché, nhan vién rita chén
bat va khach hang bo chay. Co gio lén phu hiéu. “S¢ canh sat New York, so
tan ngay! Ga ro ri!”

Gidi thich vé bom thi qua phitc tap.

Qué bom phat n6 ngay khi c6 x6 vi khach cu6i cung ra khéi ctra - mot
cau sinh vién ngoan c6 con than van la tach ctia minh chwa ai rét thém.

Sachs van con bén trong khi c6 cam nhan duwgc vu n6 rén 1én trong ngurc,
hai tai va, qua nén nha, chan co. Hai ctra s6 1gp kinh tdm v tan va phan 16n
do noi that déu nd tung thanh méanh nhé. Ngay 1ap titc, noi day bi phu kin
thit kh6i m& mong, nong ndc dy. Co nhady qua ctra, c6 gang ding thang vi
biét chac néu co6 khuy xudng khoi bé tong - kiéu nhu may canh quay séo
mon trong nhitng bé phim hinh sy - thi dau géi minh sé khong bao gio tha
thtr cho co.

Ldc nay, canh sat T6 X& ly Bom dang tién hanh di qua ctra trudc.
“Thong thoang r6i,” c6 nghe thidy vay, mac du nghe nhw nguwdi trung Gy nay
dang noi xuyén qua 1¢p vai bong vay. Qua bom thuc sy nd rat to. Cac chat
n6 déo phat n6é véi van téc hon 7.600 mét/giay.

“Chat n6 gi vay?” c6 no6i va khi anh ta mim cwoi, co biét minh hét nay
gio ma khong biét.

“Chuwa biét chic, phai chd ching toi giti cac chi tiét vé cuc va ATF22],
Nhung theo t6i doan thi day la loai quan dung - ching toi tim thdy maét it
manh bom nguy trang. N6 cha yéu dung dé sat thwong. Nhung dung n6 dé
thoi bay bat ky thit gi gan dé cling dugc lam.”

“Chang han nhw may tinh.”
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“Ha?” nguoi canh sat hoi.

Do thinh giac bi rdi loan, 1an nay c6 lai néi qua nho. “Cho né cad may
tinh niva.”

“Cho n6 may tinh thi qua dwgc roi,” nguwdi canh sat To Xt ly Bom dap.
“O cltng nat tan thanh mot triéu manh va phan 16n cadc manh nay déu bi
chdy ra. Tan tanh me n6 hét.”

C0 cam on anh. MGt doi x& 1y hién treong tir Queens dén trong chiéc xe
phdn &ng nhanh, mét chiéc xe tadi nhé chita day trang thiét bi thu thap
chitng cit. C6 quen hai canh sat kia, mdt phu nit M géc A va mot cau trai
tré tron trinh qué & bang Georgia. Cau ta vay tay chao. Ho sé yém trg cho
c6 nhung ¢ sé ra wil23] mot minh, theo quy tic ctia Lincoln Rhyme.

Sachs khdo sat tan tich day khéi cta Java Hut, hai tay chong nanh.

Troi a...

Khéng c6 gi dac trung bang mui thiét bi no tw ché da danh, cling khong
c6 gi lam nhiém ban hién treong bang thit nay.

Co van vao bo 4o lién quan Tyvek - phién ban hang sang tir nha san xuat
Evident, bdo vé ngwoi mac khoéi cac vat liéu nguy hiém khong thua gi bao
vé chinh hién tredng vu an khéi nhitng nguwdi kham xét. Va do c6é nhiéu
khoi nong nén co deo kinh bao hd kin va mot mat na loc khi.

Y nghi dau tién ctia c6 1a: Lincoln s& nghe minh néi nhv thé ndo qua
chiéc mat na day?

Nhung r6i ¢6 nhd la minh sé khong két noi trgc tuyén véi anh, nhw
thuwong 1€, qua dién dam hay thiét bi truyén hinh. C6 don doc.

Cam giac lanh léo, trong rong lic trudc thodng qua ngudi co.

Mac ké di, co gian dir ty nhu. Bat tay vao viéc di.

Vi tui thu thap chitng c va trang thiét bi trong mot tay, c6 bat dau ra
lwéi.

Di chuyén qua dong 16n x0n cua noi nay, Sachs tap trung thu thap hét
murc nhitng gi con sot lai cua chinh qua bom, nhwng nhw nguwoi canh sat
vira ndy da canh bao, khong con nhiéu thit lam. C6 dac biét e sg khi thay
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nghi can da khong st dung thuoc né pha hiy don thuan ma lai dung bom
sat thuwong.

Sachs tap trung vao 10 trinh ra vao, choé ctta hiu, noi Bruns c6 1é da
ngung lai trede khi han dot nhap, cting chinh la noi it bi thiét hai nhat tir vu
no6. Co6 lay hang chuc mau déi ching: dau vét tir 16i hém va thanh ding ctia
khung ctra, da dé vach ra mot ban phac thdo cac chat pho bién trong khu
vuc nay cua thanh phé. Bat ky thi¢ gi dac trung déu c6 thé la chitng c@ ma
hung tht da dé lai, c6 thé giip lan ra nha hodc van phong ctia han.

Chitng ¢ ndy c6 ich dén dau thi c6 khong chic. O day, cling nhu trong
bat ky con hém nao tai thanh phé New York, cé qua nhiéu chitng ctt du vét
dén noi rat kho co lap ra chitng c lién quan truc tiép. Thueong thi ¢6 qua
nhiéu chitng ci¥ cling ray ra khong kém c6 qua it chirng ctr.

Sau khi ra lwéi xong, c6 cdi nhanh bo 4o lién quan - khong phai vi lo bi
nhiém ban ma vi c6 von sg khong gian hep trong khi 16p nhya go bé lam c6
kho chiu.

Thé sau, nham mat lai mot choc, c6 dé cam gidc nay lang lai, r6i nhat
dan.

Ké t6 giac... Gio lam sao tim ra ga dugc khi bang ghi hinh an ninh da
mat?

Xem ra vb6 vong. Bat ky ai sit dung mot hé thong may chi email trung
gian phitc tap dé che gidu dau vét cua minh chac phai khon ngoan trong
viéc tim md6t noi dé tai 1én so tai liéu d6. Chac ga khong phai khach quen &
day va khi ay khong st dung thé tin dung. Nhung c6 ndy ra mét y twdng:
Con cac khach khac thi sao? Co6 c6 thé 1an ra it nhat mot vai khach c6 mat &
day vao khoang 1 gid chiéu vao ngay 11 thang 5. C6 thé ho da dé y thay cai
mdy tinh la lung ctia ké t6 gidc, chiéc iBook. Hodc c6 thé vai du khach
dung dién thoai chup cho nhau vai tdm va, nhiéu kha nang, da tinh c& chup
duwgc anh vé ké to giac.

Co budc dén cho Jerry, cau quan ly hién dang sitng so tridc cira tiém
qua cd, héi cau vé ho so lru thé tin dung. Khi cau bttt ra khéi cai nhin rau ri
danh cho ctta tiém ctia minh, cau goi cho bo phan van hanh trung wong cta
Java Hut. Sau muoi phut, co c6 dugce tén cua mot chuc khach hang c6 mat
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tai day vao thoi diém trén. C6 cdm on cdu roi nho tai tép tdi cho Lon
Sellitto. R6i c6 goi dién thoai cho vi tham t¥ nay dé xac nhan.

Co hdi liéu anh c6 thé nho vai canh sat Pon vi Cong tac Dac biét cta
Bill Myers lien lac v&i ho, xem liéu c6 ai chup anh ¢ Java Hut vao ngay
trén hay nhé ra nguwdi nao dé6 dung mot chiéc may tinh doi cii trong la lung
khong.

Sellitto dap, “U, duoc, Amelia. Dé t6i cho ngwdi 1am.” Anh ta am w. “Sy
viéc lan nay dwa vu an 1én mot cdp do mdi han. Thiét bi né tw ché ha? Co
nghi do tén Bruns gi day lam u?”

“Nhat dinh la han, t6i nghi vay. Rat khé xem trong bang ghi hinh nhung
han twong doi khdp véi mo td cua c6 hau ban tai khach san South Cove.
Vay ra han dang phi tang sau nhiém vu - c6 1€ theo 1énh cua Metzger.” C6
bat cuwoi chua chat. “Con Java Hut thi sach sanh sanh r6i.”

“Chua oi - Metzger va Bruns gian qué hoa dién réi. Chuyén nay hé trong
v6i bon ching dén thé co ma. Ching san sang 1dy mang nguwai vo toi dé gitr
chuwong trinh chi 1énh khit nay ton tai.”

“Nghe nay, Lon. T6i mudn giit kin chuyén nay.”

Anh ta bat 1én tiéng cuwoi gan. “0, dugc thoi. Mot thiét bi né tw ché chét
tiét & Manhattan ha?”

“Chung ta c6 thé lam nhw day la mot vu ro ga van dang dugc diéu tra
khong? Chi can git bi mat trong vai ngay thoi?”

“T6i sé co hét sitc. Nhung 6 biét canh truyén thong chét dam roi day.”

“T6i chi yéu cau mot hai ngay théi.”

Anbh ta lau bau, “Deé t6i thit.”

“Céam on anh.”

“Ma nghe nay, cling may la c¢6 goi. Mdy cau khéo sat vién cia Myers da
lan ra ngwdi phu nit ma Moreno ché khap thanh phé vao ngay 1 thang 5,
Lydia. Vai pht nita ho sé c6 dia chi va so dién thoai ctia c0 ta.”

“Co0 gai mai dam.”

Ong khtc khich. “Cé dinh khi nao néi chuyén véi co ta? Toi sé khong
goi co ta nhu vay dau.”
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Ban tay phai cia anh nang cham chdm lén miéng va Lincoln Rhyme ty
dit cho minh mot vién thit 6c xa ctr chién bdt - gion bén ngoai va mém bén
trong - cham sét cay nha lam. Xong anh cam lén mot lon bia Kalik r6i
nham nhi.

Nha hang Bdo Tdp - céi tén la lung, khi ké dén thoi tiét dia phuong -
trong don so, toa lac trén mot con dwong nhanh day co tai trung tam
Nassau. Nhitng bitc twdng son dé va xanh sang, mot san go bi oan, vai birc
anh 6 vang chup cac bdi bién dia phwong - hodc cé 1& 1a Goa2*! hay Bo
bién Jersey. Rat khé biét. May cai quat treo twong quay cham cham ma
chdng ha nhiét dwgc gi. Cong dung duy nhat cia ching la choc gian i ru6i.

Tuy vay, noi day tw hao la c6 mdt s6 mon ngon nhat ma Rhyme tirng an.

Mac du anh két luan rang bat ky mén nao ta cé thé tw minh xién bang
nia, ma khong can ngudi khac bén, von di déu ngon, ngon tuyét ct meo.

“Oc xa clr,” Rhyme hitng chi. “Chwa hé gip vu an ndo c6 chitng ctt 1a
mot cai vo ca. Tung c6 vo hau ¢ mot vu. Heong vi dam da. Minh lam mon
nay 6 nha dvgc khong nhi?”

Thom, ngoi doi dién Rhyme, ditng day hoi xin nguwdi dau bép cong thirc
ndu. Nguoi phu nit dang gom, deo bang vai dé trén dau, trong nhw mot nha
cach mang theo chu nghia Marx, ghi chép cho cau, than trong dan cau phai
mua 6c Xa ct twoi. “Ding bao gio mua loai dong hop. Ping bao gid.”

Bay gio da gan 3 gio, Rhyme bat dau tw héi liéu c6 phai cau ha si quang
cho anh 16i m&i du khi nay chi dé cam chan anh trong khi, nhw Pulaski da
goi y, cau ta chuan bi mot doi bat gitr.

Do 1a noi toi an trual. ..
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Rhyme quyét dinh khong lo chuyén nay nita va an thém Oc xa ctr, uéng
thém bia.

Du6i chan ho, mot con cho long nau den xin thirc an thira. Rhyme tang
16 con vat nhé nhan nhung co bap day minh nay nhung Thom cho n6é mét
vai mau thit 6c va vun banh mi. Con ché cao khodng sau muoi phan, cé hai
tai cup va mot bo mat dai sugt.

“Bay gid no sé bam riét cau cho xem,” Rhyme lau bau. “Cau biét ma.”

“N6 dé thwong lam.”

C0 hau ban, mot phién ban tré trung, manh mai hon cia ba dau bép, c6 1é
la con gai ba, néi, “No6 la ché bdnh noi. Cac anh chi thdy gidng nay trén
quan ddo ¢ day thoi. Tén ching bat nguon ttr thi thitc an ma ching t6i ném
cho bon cho hoang - com va dau Ha Lan, tttc bdnh né6i.”

“Roi ching lan la khap cac nha hang?” Rhyme héi mia mai.

“Q, phai. Khach hang thich chiing 1m.”

Rhyme dm @ r6i nhin cham cham canh ctta ma qua dé, mot choc nita
thoi, anh mong sé gap hodac Mychal Poitier hodac dam ba canh sat mac sac
phuc, c6 vii trang ctia Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas, mang theo 1énh bat.

bién thoai d6 chudng va anh nhac né 1én. “Tan binh, cau tim dwoc gi
16i?”

“T6i dang & khach san South Cove. T6i 1dy duwgc réi. SO dién thoai cta
ké da goi dién hoi vé viéc dat phong trwedc cia Moreno. Pay la s6 tong dai
di dong goi tv Manhattan.”

“Tuyét voi. Cha, s6 nay nhat dinh la s6 tra trdc nén khong truy ra dugc.
Nhung Rodney cé thé khoanh ving cudc goi va thu hep lai con mot khu
vuc kha nho. Co thé 1a mot van phong hay phong tap thé duc hay quan
Starbucks noi ké bin tia cta ta thudng thic ly ca phé sita Y cua hin. S&
khong mat...”

“Nhung ma...”

“Khong, dé ma. Anh dy c6 thé truy ngugce tir tram goc mang di dong roi
chuyén doi ndi suy dit liéu tin hiéu tr cac c6t phat can ké. Ké ban tia chac
gi0 nay da quang di dién thoai r6i nhwng ho so lwu lai chac cé thé...”

“Lincoln.”
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“Ha?”

“Pay khong phai 1a s6 tra trwdc va n6 van con hoat dong.”

Rhyme cam bat trong choc 14t. Pay la van may that khé tin.

“Anh san sang nghe chwa?”

Rhyme dap 16i. “Tan binh! Vao thang van dé di!”

“S6 nay dirng tén Don Bruns.”

“Ké ban tia cta ta.”

“Chinh xac. Han dung mot s6 an sinh xa hoi trén tai khoan dién thoai va
c6 cung cap mot dia chi.”

“O dau?”

“Hop thu buu chinh tai Brooklyn. Do mot tap doan vé boc & Delaware
1ap ra. Con so an sinh la gia.”

“Nhung chiing ta cé s6 dién thoai ma. Bdo Rodney quét n6 dé tra ra
thong tin va dia diém str dung. Vao thoi diém nay ta khong thé xai dwoc
lénh theo Didu 3221 nhung dé xem liéu Lon hay ai ddy c6 thuyét phuc
dwgc chanh an phé chuan mot lan nghe trom chi nam gidy théi nham nhén
dién giong noi hay khong.”

Nhu vay sé cho phép ho déi chiéu kiéu giong nay véi tép .wav ma ké to
giac da gui, cling nhu xac nhan ngwoi hién st dung dién thoai nay chinh la
ké ban tia.

“Ro6i nho Fred Dellray diéu tra ai ditng sau cong ty nay.”

“Vang. Con s6 thi khac nita.”

Mot so thit khac nita. Nhung Rhyme kim lai. Ngay nao dé anh sé thuyét
giao cau tan binh mot tran ra tro sau.

“Ong nha bao de la Rua thi khong dé lai gi & khach san hét. Ong ta di
phong van Moreno chi mang theo mot tdi hay cap ho so, nhung ho chac
chén la canh sat da mang di cung vGi may thi thé r6i.”

Anh ty héi liéu Poitier - gia st cau ta dén va c6 hitng hop tac - c6 cho
phép ho tiép can nhitng mén do ay hay khong.

“T6i van dang cho noéi chuyén vdi ¢6 hau ban vé ga ngwoi My c6 mat &
day vao ngay tredc hom no sting. Ntra tiéng nita c6 ta dén.”
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“Lam dugc 1am, Pulaski. Nay, cau c6 than trong khong day? Co thay tam
tich chiéc Mercury chd mdy thang hut xach do thdm chiing ta khong?”

“Khong, toi tim ndy gio. Con bén phia anh thi sao?... Ma khoan. Anh
héi t6i nhw vay titc 1a anh da chuon khéi bon chiing r6i con gi.”

Rhyme mim cuwdi. Cau nhoc nay dang Iinh hoi day.
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“Vay Lydia khong phai la gai mai dam,” Amelia Sachs ndi.

“Khong,” Lon Selitto dap, “co ta la phién dich vién.”

“Anh c6 chac viéc phién dich khong phdi vé boc che day viéc lam gai
goi chu?”

“Chac chan. C6 ta hanh nghé hgp phap. Pa phién dich thwong mai dugc
muoi nam, ting lam cho nhiéu cong ty 16n va hang luat. Toi cling kiém tra
lai r6i: Khong tién an tién sy trong co s@ dir liéu cap thanh pho, cap bang
hay ctia FBI, NCIC. C6 vé nhw Moreno da thué c6 nay ttr tredc roi.”

Sachs bat mot tiéng cwdi ngan ngui, ho nghi. “Hoéa ra tdi chi toan doan
bira. Dich vu dong hanh, khiing bé. Oi. Néu c6 ta hoat dong hgp phap thi
Moreno chac khong thué c6 ta dén bat ky cudc hop phi phap nao réi, nhung
nhiéu kha nang c6 ta biét diéu gi day cé ich. Chac c6 ta sé c6 rat nhiéu
thong tin vé anh ta.”

“Nhat dinh la vay,” Sellitto dong y.

Ma a Lydia biét diéu gi méi duwgc? Jacob Swann ty héi, ngwdi nhoai tdi
trén ghé 14i chiéc Nissan ctia hin, d6 tai Manhattan Trung!%!, trong khi
nghe cudc dam thoai nay trire ti€p. Mot lan nita, han nghe trom chiéc dién
thoai 3G qué dé nghe trom ctia Amelia Sachs. Mirng la & khong bi qua bom
tw ché cho no tung thanh hw khong tai quan Java Hut. Manh moi nay la
vang.

“Phién dich tiéng gi?” Sachs hdi. Swann xac dinh duwgc s6 di dong cta
dau day bén kia. Lon Sellitto, mot thang cém khac cia S& canh sat New
York, theo 16i bon Dich vu Ky thuat néi véi han.

“Tiéng Nga, Pitc, A-rap, Tay Ban Nha va B6 Pao Nha.”
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Qua hay. Lic nay, hon bao gio hét, Swann muon cé ngay ho va dia chi
cua a. Lam on di.

“T6i di phong van co ta ngay.”

Cha, vay thi tién qua con gi: Tham tr Sachs va mot nhan ching, cung
nhau c6 mat tai mot can ho tw nhan. Cung v6i Jacob Swann va con dao Kai
Shun.

“C6 but khong?”

“T6i san sang r6i.”

T6 cling vay, Jacob Swann nghi.

Sellitto ndi, “Ho tén co ta la Lydia...”

“Khoan!” Sachs hét lén.

Swann nhan mat vi am lwong r6i cam dién thoai xa khéi tai minh.

“Ha?”

“Co cai gi khong 6n, Lon. T6i vita m@i nghi ra: Lam cach nao ma hung
thd ctda ta biét vé quan Java Hut chit?”

“Y c6 1a sao?”

“Han c6 theo t6i dén day dau. Han dén trwdc co ma. Lam sao han tim ra
dwgc noi nay?”

“Chét tiét. Co nghi han nghe trom dién thoai cta c6 a?”

“Co6 thé 1am.”

Oi, hay that. Swann thé dai.

Sachs tiép tuc, “Dé t6i tim dién thoai khac, dién thoai ban di, r6i goi cho
anh qua so dién thoai chinh tai tong bg.”

«(y »

“Toi vut dién thoai cua toi day. Anh cling lam vay di.”

Puong diay ngat két noi, dé mac Jacob Swann lang nghe sy tinh lang
khon cung.
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Thoat tién, Amelia Sachs hai long khi thao pin ra khoi dién thoai cua
minh.

Nhung ro6i sw hoang twdng thdm vao nhw nuwdc thdm qua tang ham trat
vita au trong can biét thy pho cta c6 tai Brooklyn. Cé quang dién thoai vao
mot ranh cong bén ngoai cai hang Java Hut dang nha khai.

CoO tim mot canh sat tuan tra, doi to tién ménh gia thap nhat ctia minh, to
mudi do la, 1ay cho tién 1é dang gia bon do, doan goi Tong bo Canh sat tur
mot bot dién thoai cong cong gan do, roi duwgc chuyén may.

“Sellitto day.”

“Lon.”

“Co nghi han dang nghe that sao?” anh ta hoi.

“T6i khong muon danh liéu dau.”

“Pugc thdi, khong sao. Nhung buc that. Chiéc Android méi mua day.
Thang khon. Con gio c6 san sang chuwra?”

CO c6 bt trong tay va mot tap ghi chép trén chiéc ké 6 mau bén duéi
ong nghe. “Anh néi di.”

“Ten nguoi phién dich la Lydia Foster.” Anh ta cho Sachs dia chi cua co
gai tai Dai 10 S6 3. Ca so dién thoai.

“Lam sao bén khao sat tim dwgc co ta?”

“Chay don chay dao,” Sellitto giai thich. “Bat dau tir tang thuwgng ctia toa
nha van phong noi Moreno dén c6 ta ro6i kham xét tir day xuong hai muoi
chin tang. Tat nhién, dén tang ba ho mdi tim thay, chay lang quang lau lam.
Khi ay c0 ta dang hanh nghé ty do, phién dich cho mot ngan hang.”

“T6i goi cho 0 ta ngay.” Co6 noi thém, “Lam thé quai nao ma han nghe
trom dugc dwong day cua ching ta, Lon? Pau phai ai cling lam dugc vay.”
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Vi tham t lau bau, “Thang khon nay deo bam dé sg that.”

“Ma han cling biét s6 cua anh roi,” c6 chi ra. “Nh@ nhin trweéc ngé sau
day.”

Anh ta cuoi khan. “D6 1a cach n6i sdo mon ma Linc nhat dinh sé khong
tan thanh.”

Nhi*ng 10i ctia anh cang lam c6 nhé Rhyme quay quat.

“Tim dwgc gi toi sé cho anh biét,” c6 ndi.

Vai phut sau Sachs da noi chuyén voi Lydia Foster, giai thich muc dich
cudc goi.

“A, anh Moreno. Vang, t6i rat buon khi biét tin day. Téi phién dich cho
anh dy ba lan trong nam vira qua.”

“Lan nao cling tai New York u?”

“Pung roi. Nhitng ngwoi anh dy gap déu noi tiéng Anh kha sdi nhung
anh &y mudn néi chuyén bang ngén ngi* ban xit ctia ho thong qua t6i. Anh
ay nghi lam vay sé hiéu ho t6t hon. Ngoai nhitng 16i ho néi, to6i con phai ké
cho anh ay nghe suy nghi ctia minh vé thai do cta ho.”

“T6i da no6i chuyén vGi ngudi tai xé chd hai nguwdi khap thanh phé vao
ngay 1 thang 5. Anh ta ké rang c6 con n6i chuyén phiém véi anh Moreno
ntra.”

“Pung r6i. Anh dy cdi mé lam.”

Sachs cam thay tim c6 dap nhanh hon mot chiut. Nguwdi phu ni nay c6
thé la mot kho tang thong tin.

“Co va anh ta gdp bao nhiéu nguwdi trong chuyén di méi nhat?”

“Chac la bén ngudi. Mot s6 té chirc phi 1gi nhuan, diéu hanh béi nguoi
Nga va mot s6 nguwoi tir Dubai, va tai lanh sy quan Brazil. Anh dy cling tw
minh gap mot nguwoi nao day. Nguoi dan 6ng ma anh ay gap noi tiéng Anh
va tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Anh dy khong can t6i nén téi cho & Starbucks duwéi
lau trong toa nha van phong.”

Hodc c6 1é anh ta khong mudn c6 nghe dwgc noi dung cudc gap mat day.

“T6i mudn dén choé c6 néi chuyén.”

“Pugc, giip dugc gi toi sé giup. HOm nay t0i ¢ nha ca ngay. Toi sé tim
tat ca ban ghi c6 lién quan roi sap xép lai.”
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“Lan nao phién dich ¢6 ciing luvu lai ho so u?”

“Moi 101 moi chit. C6 chwa biét dau, bao lan t6i gtti cho khach thit gi thi
ho lam mat thit ddy hodc la khong Iwu lai ban sao.”

Vay cang hay.

Ngay ltc do, dién thoai c6 ngan 1én bao cé tin nhan khan cdp. “Xin c6
chd mot 1at,” c6 bdo Lydia Foster. Roi doc noi dung.

bién thoai cua Bruns van con hoat dong. Dd kiém tra giong néi - chinh
hdn. PBang theo doi vi tri tryc tiép. Han & Manhattan ngay lic nay. Goi
Rodney Szamek di. Ron

Co0 noi, “Co Foster, toi c6 viéc phai lam nhuwng toi sé tGi cho co6 sém.”
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Rhyme vira udng can lon bia Kalik tai nha hang Bao T6 thi nghe mét
giong noéi ¢ dang sau lung.

“Xin chao.”

Mychal Poitier.

Chiéc 4o so mi xanh lam cta cau ha si 1om dom mo héi va chiéc quan
dai sam, vdi duwong soc do hoang gia, day cat va 1am cham bun. Cau mang
theo ba 16. Cau vay tay vGi co phuc vu va c6 mim cwoi, 1ay lam la khi cau
t¢i ngoi chung vGi nguwoi dan 6ng khuyét tat dén tiv My. C6 ghi mén ma
khong héi cau muén gi r6i mang dén cho cdu mot ly nwéc ngot vi dira.

“T6i dén mudn bai vi, tiéc thay, ching t6i da tim thay c6 sinh vién. Co ta
chét vi tai nan boi 16i. Xin phép anh. Tbi tai ban bao cao 1én mot chut.” Cau
16i ra khéi ba 16 mot may iPad nam trong bao da nhau nat ro6i khéi dong
mady. Cau gd mdt vai chit réi nhan nut guri.

“Vay la toi c6 thém chut thoi gian noi chuyén v6i anh. Toi sé bao ho la
dang theo doi nhiéu vu viéc khac lién quan dén cai chét nay.” Cau gat gu
vdi cdi iPad. “Mot sy viéc dang tiéc,” cau n6i ma mat nghiém trang. Rhyme
chot nghi Té Giao thong, noi dau tién cau ta dwgc phan cong, réi sau do la
T6 Thanh tra va Cap phép Doanh nghiép, c6 1é da khong cho cau nhiéu co
hdi trdi nghiém tryc tiép nhitng tan bi kich, ma vé co ban, lam thay do6i cac
nhan vién chap phap - nhitng bi kich hodc t6i luyén ho hodc lam ho suy
yéu. “Co ta chét dudi trong mot vung nuwdc thwong thi khong nguy hiém,
nhung c6 vé nhu trede do c6 ta da uéng rwgu. Chiing toi tim thdy rwgu rum
va Coke trong xe nan nhan. Oi, sinh vién. Bon ho ci? twéng minh bat t.”

“Toi xem dugc khong?” Rhyme hoi.
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Poitier xoay thiét bi dé Rhyme nghién cttu cac bitc anh dwgc trinh chiéu
cham. Xac nan nhan trang béch vi mat mau, da nhan nheo vi nwéc. Ca hoac
sinh vat khac da an mat gan hét mat va c6 co gai. Khé doan duwoc tudi co.
Rhyme khong nhé dugc ti tdim 4p phich h6m dy nén anh hai.

“Hai muoi ba tu6i.”

“Nan nhan hoc nganh gi?”

“Van hoc My Latin cho hoc ky tai Pai hoc Nassau. Con lam viéc ban
thoi gian - va, di nhién, tiéc tung nita.” Cau thd dai. “Chac la tiéc tung vo
do. Toi goi dién cho gia dinh nan nhan & MY ro6i. Ho sap dén day nhan
xac.” Giong cau lim dan. “Truwdc day toi chwa bao gio goi dién thoai kiéu
nay. Khong dé dang chit nao.”

Nan nhan c6 hinh thé manh dé, ran réi, mot hinh xam khiém ton trén vai
- hinh hoa thi nhiéu canh - va nan nhéan thich ni trang vang, mac du c6 mot
day chuyén bac xau tir nhiéu chiéc 14 nho deo quanh céi c6 da bi tudt hét
da.

“Ca map tan céng chang?”

“Khéng, chic 1a ca nhéng. O day hiém khi c6 c4 map tan cong. Con lii ca
nhong chi danh chén sau khi nan nhan chét. Thi thodng chiing c6 can ngudi
boi nhung vét thwong nhe théi. Chac nan nhan bi ket trong thuiy triéu dit
nén chét dudi. Roi 1d ca lam viéc.”

Rhyme dé y thay cho bi huy hoai nhiéu nhat la quanh c6. Nhitng ong
dong mach canh to bé hién rd qua cadc mau thit ta toi. Phan 16n hop so déu
10 ra.

Rhyme dung nia xién thém mdt vién thit 6¢ xa ctr 1én an. R6i anh trugt
chiéc iPad tré lai cho cau canh sat. “Dong chi ha si, chac cau dén day
khong phai dé bat ching t6i.”

Cau ta cuoi. “Toi cling c6 nghi dén. Luc ddy toi gian lam. Nhung khong
dau, t6i dén day dé giup anh lan nira.”

“Cam on ha si. Va dé cong bang t6i cling chia sé v&i cau moi thit ma toi
biét.” Roi anh giai thich vé NIOS, vé Metzger, vé tén ban tia.

“Buong Khtr. Bing la cach goi mau lanh.”
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Vi gio day anh biét Poitier it nhiéu da ding vé phia anh, nén Rhyme ké
cho cau nghe la Pulaski dang chod néi chuyén vGi c6 hau ban tai khach san
South Cove dé biét thém vé nhiém vu do tham cta ké ban tia mot ngay
tredc hom han ban Moreno.

Poitier nhan mdt. “Mot canh sat tt New York budc phai lam ho cong
viéc cua toi. Bung la 16n x6n ca 1én, cling nhd may chuyén chinh trji ma ra.”

C0 phuc vu mang thitc an dén - mot mén ham néng héi gom rau va thit
x€é sam mau, thit ga hodc thit dé, Rhyme doan vay. Vai lat banh mi ran nita.
Poitier xé mot mau banh mi r6i cho con ché banh néi an. Sau dé cau kéo
cdi dia vé phia minh, cai khan an vao trong so mi, ngay cho sgi day chuyén
dan dén tdi a0 moc vao mot chiéc ctic ¢6. Cau go ban phim trén iPad roi
nhin 1én. “Bady gio t6i an va tranh thi ké cho Thom nghe vé Bahamas, lich
st cung van hoa ¢ day. Néu cau &y mudn nghe.”

“Mu6n chi.”

Poitier day iPad lai gan Rhyme. “Con dai Uy, chac anh mudn xem vai
tam trong bd swu tap anh thang canh cta ching t6i ¢ day.”

Khi cau ha si quay sang Thom tro chuyén, Rhyme bat dau gié qua bd swu
tap anh.

Anh chup gia dinh Poitier, c6 18 thé, ngoai bai bién. Ngudi vg yéu kiéu
va hai di¥a con twoi cwdi. R6i anh chup ho du tiéc nwédng ngoai trdi véi mot
ta nguoi khac.

Anh chup canh hoang hon. Anh chup mot buéi trinh dién am nhac &
treong tiéu hoc.

Anh chup trang dau bdo cado vu &n mang Robert Moreno. Poitier da chup
tam nay bang mdy anh trong iPad nhw diép vién vay.

Rhyme nguéc 1én nhin cau ha si nhung cu nay tang 10 anh, tiép tuc chia
sé v&i Thom veé lich st cia thudc dia nay va chia sé bita tria ciia minh véi
con ché banh noi.

Dau tién, c6 mot 16 trinh han hoi cho nhitng ngay cudi cting ciia Moreno
trén coi doi, theo nhitng gi ma cau ha si c6 thé xau chudi lai.

Moreno va vé si cta anh ta, Simon Flores, da dén Nassau vao khuya Chu
nhat ngay 7 thang 5. Ca ngay thit Hai, ho di ra ngoai khach san, co thé la
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dén cac buoi hop mat vi Moreno khéng giong nhw hang nguwdi thich boi 16i
v&i ca heo hay di mo t6 nwéc. Ngay hom sau, bat dau lic 9 gio, anh ta tiép
vai vi khach khac. Khach di chang bao 1au, vao khoang 10 gio rudi, thi nha
bado Eduardo de la Rua dén. Vu no stng xay ra vao khoang 11 gi¢ 15 phuit.

Poitier da xac dinh va phéng van cac vi khach dén gap Moreno. Ho la
doanh nhan dia phuwong c6 tham gia vao cac cong ty nong nghiép va cong
ty van tai. Moreno du dinh thanh Iap mot cong ty lien doanh véi ho khi anh
ta m& chi nhanh Phong trao Trao quyén Pia phwong ctia minh tai Bahamas.
Ho lam an hop phép va la thanh vién duwgc trong vong ctia cong dong doanh
nhan Nassau nhiéu nam nay.

Khéng nhan chitng nao trinh bao rang Moreno bi theo doi hay c6 ai do
thé hién sy hitng tha bat thuwong doi véi anh ta - ngoai triv ca dién thoai
trwdc lic anh ta dén va ga nguwoi My téc nau.

R0Oi Rhyme lat sang céc trang ndi vé chinh hién treong vu an. Anh that
vong. T6 hién treong ctia Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas da tim thay bon
muoi bdy dau van tay - ngoai van tay ctia cac nan nhan - nhung chi phan
tich mot niva s6 van dé. Trong so cac van tay da xac dinh dwoc, tit ca déu la
ctia nhan vién khach san. Mot ghi chi bao cdo 1a s6 van tay con lai da mat
tich.

Canh sat hau nhuw chang no luc gi trong viéc thu thap dau vét tir chinh
cac nan nhan. Thong thwong, trong mot vu muu sat do ban tia, nhitng thong
tin nhw dia diém nan nhan bi ban tat nhién khéng cé ich lam, vi tay sung &
cach rat xa. Tuy nhién, trong treong hgp nay, ké ban tia da ¢ trong khach
san, tuy la vao mdt ngay trwdc, va co thé da 1én vao Buong Khir dé tham do
khung canh va cac géc ban. Han dé thuwong da dé lai mot it dau vét, cho du
khong dé lai dau van nao. Nhung hau nhw khéng c6 diu vét nao dugce thu
thap tir can phong do, chi c6 mot s6 manh géi keo va mot vai mau thudc
bén canh gat tan gan xac nguoi vé si.

Tuy nhién, cac trang tiép theo trén iPad, anh chup chinh Buong Khtr, lai
rat sang td. Moreno bi ban trong phong khach cta day phong. Moi thi va
moi ngwoi trong phong déu phu day manh kinh. Moreno ndm so6ng soai trén
mot di vang, dau nga ra sau, miéng ha, mot vét mau trén so mi, gitta vét
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nay la m6t cham den 16n, chinh la vét thwong do dan xam nhap. Phan ném
boc ghé sau luwng anh ta vy day mau sam va kho, cé 1€ tir vét thuong
khong 16 do vién dan cta ké ban tia thoat ra.

Cac nan nhan con lai nam ngtra gan cho di vang, mot ngwdi vam v& goc
MY Latin, dugc xac dinh trong anh la Simon Flores, vé si cia Moreno, con
nguoi kia la mot nguwdi dan 6ng rau quai nén banh bao nam mwoi may tudi,
de la Rua, nguwoi phong vién. Ngwoi ho phu day kinh vé va mau, da thit ho
bi rach va bi ctta ditt & hang chuc cho.

Con vién dan dwgc chup nam trén san, canh mdét thé ghi nhan vi tri
chitng c¢ lam bang bia citng, hai mat déu mang sé 14. Vién dan nam ket
trong tdm tham cach dang sau di vang vai mét.

Rhyme 1t hinh, twéng sé thdy nhiéu hon.

Nhung tiép theo lai 1a dnh vg chong cau ha si dang ng6i ghé bai bién.

Khong nhin vé hudng anh, Poitier néi, “Cé bay nhiéu thdi.”

“Khong c6 kham nghiém t thi sao?”

“Pa lam ro6i. Chung t6i khong c6 két qua.”

Rhyme hoi, “Con quan 4o cac nan nhan?”

Bay gid thi cau ta nhin nha khoa hoc hinh sy. “O nha x4c.”

“T6i da yéu cau cau dong nghiép hién dang & khach san South Cove truy
ra may anh cta de la Rua, may ghi am va bat ky thi gi khac 6ng ta mang
theo. Cau ta n6i chiing da vao nha xac. T6i muon thay nhitng mén day.”

Poitier bat cuwdi mét cach hoai nghi. “Néu con thi t6i cling muén.”

“Néu con?”

“Phai, thwa dai ty. T6i chwa kip héi vé may moén do thi ching da mat
tieu, cung vGi nhitng tv trang c6 gia tri hon cta cac nan nhan.”

Rhyme vira ndy cé dé y la trong anh chup xdc cac nan nhan, nguoi vé si
deo dong ho Rolex va mot kinh ram Oakley nhé ra t tdi anh ta. Nam gan
ong nha bao la mot cay but vang ong.

Poitier néi thém, “O' ddy, hién nhién anh phai nhanh tay bao vé chiing cit
khi kham xét hién tredng vu an. Dan da t6i cling hoc duge nhu vay. Anh
nh¢ 6ng luat sw ma t6i da dé cap khong?”

“Vi luat su noi tiéng.”
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“Phai,” Poitier n6i. “Sau khi 0ng ta bi giét va trwdc khi d6i diéu tra cua
ching t6i dén, mot nira van phong da bi hoi sach cua.”

Rhyme noi, “Nhung anh c6 dugc vien dan.”

“Phai. Trong ta dyng chirng ct cua chung toi. Nhuwng trong cudc hop véi
pho canh sét tréng McPherson sau khi anh rgi khéi tong bo, t6i dwgc 1énh
phai giao cho 6ng ta toan bd chitng 1t trong vu 4n Moreno. Ong ta d gianh
quyén coi chitng va niém phong cai ta day réi. Khong ai khac tiép can
duwac. A, ong ta con ra lénh cho t6i bang moi gia khong duogc lién lac véi
anh.”

Rhyme thd dai. “Bon ho that s khong muén tiép tuc diéu tra vu nay,
dang khong?”

Bing mot sy cay ddng Rhyme chwra nghe bao gi®, cau ta néi. “Oi, vu an
dugc tiép tuc chit. That ra thi ngwoi ta cé két luan vé vu an luén roi. Cac
nhom céac-ten da muwu sat nan nhan dé tra thu chuyén nay chuyén no. Choi
v6i bon cac-ten bi hiém 4dy thi ai ma biét dwgc?” Cau canh sat nhan mat.
R6i cdu ha giong. “Pai iy Rhyme, t6i khong lay dwoc cac vat chitng cho
anh nhuw t6i hy vong. Nhung t6i c6 thé dong vai hwéng dan vién du lich.”

“Hwéng dan vién du lich?”

“Putng vay. Chiang t6i c6 mot diém thu hut du khach tuyét dep trén bo
bién tdy nam ddo New Providence. Mot miii dat dai gan mot cdy s, bi bao
tap tan pha, cha yéu gom da va cac bai bién day thi cat 6 ué. biém sang &
dé gom mot bai do rac, mot nha may luyén kim thwdng xuyén bi toa triéu
tap vi t0i gdy 6 nhiém va mot cong ty nghién vun 16p xe dé tai ché.”

“Nghe hap dan qua,” Thom néi.

“Ché day kha néi tiéng. It ra 1a doi v6i mot 6ng khach ngusi My. Ong
nay da ghé xem vao ngay 9 thang 5. Vao khoang 11 gio 15 phut sang. Mot
trong nhitng canh dep hap dan hon ma 6ng nay rat thich la quang canh cua
khach san South Cove. M6t quang canh khong bi che khuat, cach day ding
1.929 mét. Thiét nghi anh day, la mot du khach dén tham dat nwéc chiing
t0i, chac ctling thich ngam cac canh ay. T6i no6i ding khong?”

“Pung thé that, dong chi ha si.”
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“Vay ta di thoi. T6i khong theo dudi sy nghiép hwdng dan vién du lich
dwoc lau dau.”
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38

Khi tang toc vé phia trung tam thanh phd, Amelia Sachs ngat cudc goi twr
Rodney Szamek, cung Pon vi Toi pham May Tinh. Truéc do6 co da dung
mot cai dién thoai trad truwdc, di nhién trd thang tién tui, tién mat - va ty tin
cudc dam thoai nay khong bi cai ga ma ho hién dang truy tim can thiép.

Szamek da bao co tén ban tia cia NIOS hién dang vira di bo vira goi dién
gan khu vuc phd Wall cuaa thanh pha.

Chang canh sat toi pham dién tt da cho Sachs biét vi tri bao quat ctia han
va c6 dang tang toc dén do6. Khi dén noi, co sé goi lai va Rodney sé c6 gang
xac dinh toa do chinh xac.

Co0 di chan con chiéc Torino Cobra cham san roi trd s6 manh, vu ga vé so
va roi tang toc, dé lai mot chir ky soc d6i bang cao su trén mat duong bé
tong.

Co lang lach qua dong xe cd cho dén khi mot vu un tac lu la xuat hién.
“Thoi ma, thoi ma.” Co vong vao mét con dwong xuyén thanh phd & phia
doéng, gan nhw da tregt banh thanh mét ci quay dau chi¥ U, néu khong phai
tranh mot ké bang au qua dwong va lai thanh chi¥ Q. C6 thtr lan nita va
chang bao lau lai phéng vit qua cac duwong nhanh, hét 1ai dang déng roi lai
dang nam, vé huéng trung tam thanh pho.

“Khi gi6,” Sachs lau bau vi phdi doi mat véi mot vu un tac nita, roi quyét
dinh trung dung con dwong xuyén thanh pho gan nhat, mét con dwong it
nhiéu thong thoang, mac du hoéa ra lai la dwong mot chiéu, nguwge chiéu xe
ctia c6. Cu phong xe nay khién canh tai xé hot hodng va ci 1én mot dan
giao hudng cac tiéng coi léch cao dd. Va mot vai ngén tay thdi nita. Roi co
vut qua mot chiéc taxi vang ngay trdc khi ngudoi tai xé dam 1én via hé. Co
dang trén duwong Broadway, hwéng vé phia nam. C6 dirng & gan hét den do.
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Co rat nhiéu tranh cai xoay quanh viéc cong ty dién thoai di dong giao
cho nhitng nhan vién thi hanh cong vu cac thong tin st dung dién thoai va
vi tri st dung. Thwong trong tinh hudng khan cap, nha mang sé hop tac
khong can lénh cta toa. Trong treong hgp khac, phan 16n nha mang sé doi
héi 1énh. Rodney Szamek khéng mudn liéu linh cho nén sau khi biét dugc
so6 cua ké ban tia tir Pulaski tai Bahamas, anh da lién lac v&i mot chanh an
va dugc cap lénh - cho phép vira nghe trom nam gidy, dé xac dinh nhanh
giong noi, vira theo doi vi tri.

Bang cach st dung phép dinh vi co ban bang tam gidc dé wéc tinh vi tri,
Szamek da biét dién thoai nay dang duwgc st dung quanh goc duong
Broadway va Warren. Anh hién dang noi suy dit liéu tin hiéu tir cac ang-ten
mang lwdi gan d6. Tim kiém & khu vyc thanh thi thi dé hon han bdi cé
nhiéu thap angten dwoc dung 1én ¢ day hon so véi ¢ khu vic nong thon.
Tuy nhién, nhwge diém la c6 nhiéu ngudi dung hon & mét khu vue thanh
thi bat ki, thanh ra c6 1ap mot nghi can cu thé tré nén khoé khan hon so véi &
nhitng vung, chang han nhv dat canh tac.

Szamek dang hi vong sé xac dinh chinh xac dir liéu GPS, tiéu chuan
vang cta cong nghé theo doi c6 thé cho biét vi tri ctia ké ban tia trong pham
vi vai mét.

Cudbi cung Sachs dén khu vuc lan can, ré huéng & té6c do hon 60
kilomét/gig, suyt nita va vao mot chiéc xe buyt lan mot quay xuic xich néng
cach chi vai chuc phan, doan trugt xe dirng lai trén mot dwong nhanh ché ra
tlr Broadway. Mui 16p xe chay ram bdc 1én, mot cai mui hoai niém va de
chiu.

C0O dwa mat nhin quanh hang tram ngudi qua dwong, khoang 10% trong
s0 nay dang nghe dién thoai. Liéu ké ban tia c6 nam trong s6 nhitng ngudi
co dang dom ngay luc nay khong? Phai chang la tay thanh nién manh
khanh cat dau dinh, mac quan dai kaki va dong phuc lao dong? Trong y cé
dang vé quan doi. Hay phai chang la tay dan 6ng sung sia c6 nwdc da sam,
mac bd com 1é chang vira van gi dang nhin quanh mot cach dang nghi tw
sau chiéc kinh rdm nhuém mau sam? Y trong hét ké giét thué nhung cling
c6 thé 1a ké toan vién.
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Bruns sé gitt duong day trong bao 1au? c6 ti héi. Néu han ngat may, ho
van c6 thé theo doi han, trir khi han thao pin ra. Nhung phat hién ra mot
nguoi dang truc tiép st dung dién thoai thi dé dang hon.

C0 ciling ty nhac minh: Pay c6 thé 1a cai bay. Co nhé lai qua rd vu no tai
Java Hut. Ké ban tia biét vé vu diéu tra. R6 rang han biét vé co, han da
nghe trom chinh dién thoai ctia Sachs dé biét vé quan ca phé. Mot lan nita,
sw hdi hung nhu dong xung dién chay doc séng lung c6.

bien thoai cua co ngan len.

“Sachs day.”

“Tim dwogc han trén GPS 16i,” Rodney Szamek ho 16n mét cach hao
hitng, nhw mot cau thiéu nién (anh titng n6i lam canh sat ciing vui khéng
kém viéc choi tro Grand Theft Auto). “Ching ta dang theo doi trong thoi
gian thyc, trén may chu cia nha mang. Han dang di bo ¢ canh tdy con
duwong, Broadway. Vira vao duong Vesey 1oi.”

“T6i hanh dong ngay day.” Sachs bat dau di theo hwdng anh chi, cam
nhan con dau trong hong trdi, c* nhu mdt minh dau goi thoi thi chwa du
mirc do tra tan. Co thoc vao tui sau - lwét ra con dao bam dé 16i ra mot vi
Advil. Dung rang xé m@, nu6t nhanh cho thudc roi virt gidy goi di.

Co0 c0 hét strc tiép can muc tiéu ctia minh cang nhanh cang t6t.

Szamek: “Han dirng lai r6i. C6 thé do cho den.”

Lach xuyén qua dong nguoi di bo hét nhw lic lang lach qua dong xe cach
day it phut, Sachs dén gan cho giao 10 noi dén dé dang chan lai dong xe va
dong ngudi di bo vé hudng nam.

“Van con & day,” Szamek ndi. Khong c6 tiéng nhac rock xap xinh trong
van phong cta anh ngay ldc nay.

Cach khoang mwoi hai mét, co thdy dén doé bén kia nhwong cho cho den
xanh. Nhitng ngudi dang cho cho 1é dwong lao nhanh qua duwong.

“Han dang di chuyén.” Cach mot nga tw sau, Szamek néi mot cach vo
cam. “Han ngat may r6i.”

Cheét tiét.

Sachs tang toc dé xem may ra cé thay ai dang cam dién thoai khong.
Khong nguoi nao. Va cd khong khoi suy nghi cé 1€ cudc goi mdi nhat
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chinh 1a cudc goi cudi cing ma han dung chiéc dién thoai 6 ué kia. Ké ban
tia cia ho, suy cho cung, la dan nha nghé. Han nhat dinh biét dién thoai di
dong doi khi rat ray ra. Tham chi c6 1€ han da thay c6 va sap stta ném dién
thoai cia minh vao cung cai nghia trang cong ranh ma c6 vira ném vao.

Tai duwong Dey den chuyén sang dé. Co phai ngirng lai. Vay quanh c6 la
mot dam dong chung hai chuc nguoi - doanh nhan, cong nhan xay dung,
sinh vién, du khach. Di nhién pha tron nhiéu sic toc, géc Anh, A, M5
Latin, da den va dua thit sac toc lai hgp.

“Amelia?” Rodney Szamek dang trén duong day.

“N6i di,” co noi.

“Han dang c6 cudc goi dén. Chudng phai do ngay ldac nay.”

Vua luc dién thoai trong tui ao ngwoi dan ong sat bén phai Sachs vai
phan bat dau reo.

Ho dang ditng vai ké vai.

Han khép mo ta so bo vé tén dan ong tai khach san South Cove, theo ha
si Mychal Poitier, cdu canh sat tai Bahamas: nam da trang, voc dang san
chdc, thap khée. Han mdc quan dai, so mi va do gié. Boi mii lwdi trai nita.
Co khong biét toc hdan c6 nau khong, xem ra giong téc vang sam hon,
nhung mot nhan chitng bat ky dé mo ta nham thanh mau nau. Téc han cat
ngan, nhw téc cda tén ban tia. D6i giay budc day cua han dwgc danh sang
bong.

Quan doi.

Co0 noi hao hitng vao dién thoai, “Di nhién r6i. Hay that.”

Szamek hoi, “Co dang ding sat bén han ha?”

“Chinh xac.” Btirng dién qua trén, c6 ty nh.

Pén do6i mau va co6 dé han budc di trudc.

Sachs ty hoi liéu minh cé thé lam gi dé lay nhan than tén nay. Co va
Rhyme tirng phu trach mot vu an cach day vai nam, trong dé ho da nho dén
sy giup do cua mot phu nit tré la nha do thuat kiem nghé si xao thuat tay,
ma k¥ ndng ctia c6 ta gom cd moc tui - chi dé gop vui trén san khau thoi, co
ta da twoi cwdi bao ddm vaéi ho nhw vay - Sachs nhé ra c6 thé nho co ta gitp
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ngay lic nay. C6 cach nao tw c6 c6 thé 1én ngén tay vao tii do khoac cta
tén dan 6ng dé dé cuom mot cai bop hay héa don khong?

Khong thé nao, ¢6 nhan dinh. Cho du c6 c6 ky nang nay di nita thi tén
nay xem ra qua than trong, han thwong xuyén nhin quanh.

Ho bang qua pho ro6i tiép tuc di doc duwong Broadway, bé lai dwong
Liberty phia sau. Tén ban tia dot ngot ré phai roéi cat qua cong vién
Zuccotti, lic nay dang trong tron, vira kip Szamek noéi, “Han dang bang qua
Zuccotti vé phia tay.”

“Anh néi dang.” Tiép tuc dién kich mac du muc tiéu caa c6 c6 1é khong
nghe thay co.

Cd theo dudi hin bing chéo qua cong vién. O canh phia tay, hin di vé
huwong nam tréen dvong Trinity.

Szamek hoi, “Co tinh lo liéu sao day, Amelia? Muodn t6i goi chi vién
khong?”

Co dan do. Ho khong thé téom c6 han, khong c6 dua ching ci. “Toi sé
theo sat han cang lau cang t6t, tim cach chup anh,” c6 noi, liéu linh tra 16i
Szamek, vi gio ké ban tia dang nam ngoai tam nghe. “Han di vé xe thi may
ra toi con chup dwgce bién s6. Con khong, chac toi di tau dién ngam dén Far
Rockaway. To6i goi lai anh sau.”

Gia vo tiép tuc cudc goi, Sachs tang téc réi budc ngang qua ké ban tia,
doan dirng lai & dén do tiép theo. Co quay lai, nhu thé mai mé néi chuyén,
nham 6ng kinh mdy dnh dién thoai vé phia han, r6i nhan nit chyp ntta ta
lan. Khi dén chuyén mau, c6 dé ké ban tia bang qua dwdong trudc minh. Han
cling mai mé no6i chuyén nén dwong nhuw khéng dé y dén Sachs.

Co tiép tuc bam dubi ro6i goi lai cho Szamek. Chang canh sat t6 ky thuat
néi, “Xong, han ngat may roi.”

Sachs quan sat tén nay luén dién thoai lai tii. Han dang di vé huwéng mot
toa nha cao mwdi hay mwdi hai tang nam trén hém ndi Pho Rector am dam.
Nhung thay vi vao trong qua ctra trieéc cta toa nha, han vong qua bén hong
di vao mot 16i hém. Pi dwgc nira dwong trong con hém eo hep dé, han quay
lai, r6i vira trong mot day deo c6 thé anh quanh c6 vira buéc qua mot canh
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cong dan vao mot noi xem chirng la bai xe, trang hoang nhiéu day thép gai
dang gom.

Nép minh trong béng t6i, Sachs nhd Szamek chuyén mday cho c6 néi
chuyén vai Sellitto. Co bao Sellitto minh da tim thdy ké ban tia va can mot
doi trinh sat bam sat han.

“T6t 1am, Amelia. Toi sé cho nguwoi tt Pon vi Cong tac Pdc biét lo
ngay.”

“T6i s& tai 1én mot s6 anh chup hin. Ong nho ho lién hé Rodney. Anh dy
c6 thé tiép tuc truy ra cai dién thoai r6i cho ho biét khi nao han lai di
chuyén. T6i sé & lai day theo sat han cho dén khi ho xuat hién. R6i toi di
phong van Lydia Foster.”

“Co dang ¢ dau mai dugce?” Sellitto hoi.

“S6 85 dwong Rector. Han di qua mot cai cong bén hong toa nha, mot bai
xe. Hodc c6 thé 1a mot cai san. Téi khong muén dén qua gan.”

“Pugc théi. Toa nha gi thé?”

Sachs bat cudi. Co vira dé y thady mot bién hiéu nam khuat.

Cuc Tinh bdo va Chi huy Quéc gia

Co bao Sellitto, “Van phong cta han.”
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Tin sét danh: Cai anh Moreno tit t€ ay da chét.

Trong can ho ctia minh trén DPai 10 S6 3, Lydia Foster pha mét tach ca
phé tr may pha Keurig, chon hwong hat phi dvgc wép tr hang tram qua
nang, roi tré lai phong khach, ti hoéi khi nao c6 canh sat ay sé dén day.

Lydia cfing c6 chit cam tinh v&i anh ay. Thong minh, lich thiép. Va ding
la m6t quy ong. Co biét minh c6 véc dang kha dep va nhiéu ngudi noi co
quyén rii, nhung khéng nhw mot so tén dan ong st dung dich vu phién dich,
anh Moreno chwa hé ve van c6 lay mot lan. Trong lan phién dich dau tién
cho anh, cach day vai thang, anh cho c6 xem anh cac con anh - dang yeéu!
Mot chiéu dan 6ng thinh thodang dung dé mao dau hong tim cach lan la du
gai, mot chiéu ma Lydia thdy cuc ky ré tién, du la doéi v6i nhitng 6ng bo
don than. Nhung ti€p sau nhitng bitc anh hai déng nay, anh Moreno cho co
xem anh vg minh va déng dac n6i minh rat mong chg dén lé ky niém ngay
CuGi cua hai nguoi.

Qua la nguoi dan 6ng tr té. Lich sy - gitt ctta xe cho ¢, mac du ho cé tai
X€ riéng. Moreno rat c6 duyén. Céi mé nita. Co ltic ho tro chuyén say sura.
Chang han, ho déu hitng thi véi ngon ngit. Anh la nha van viét blog va tap
chi kiém dan chwong trinh phét thanh, trong khi c6 kiém song bang nghé
phién dich 10i néi cua nguoi khac.

Ho da trao d6i vé nhiéu diém twong dong giita cac ngdn ngilt va ca nhitng
khia canh chuyén mon: chu cach, vi cach, s& hitu cach, cac dang chia dong
tir. Anh bdo c6 minh ghét tiéng Anh v6 cung, mac du no6 la tiéng me dé cua
anh, khién c6 thdy la. Nguoi ta c6 thé khong thich chidt am cia mot thi
tiéng vi né qua chdi tai - chang han nhuv tiéng Dic hay tiéng Xhosa - hodc
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thoi chi tredc do khé dé dat dwoc sy Iwu loat, nhw tiéng Nhat, nhung ghét
chung chung mot ngon ngit 1a diéu Lydia chwa nghe t6i bao gio.

Anh mo ta thit tiéng ay la ngau hitng va biéng nhac (dan ra tit ca cac cau
tric bat quy tac), réi ram va khong tao nha. Hoa ra diéu anh phan déi thyc
st ¢6 hoi khac mét chit. “Va né dugc tong vao hong nhiéu nguwdi trén khap
thé gidi, mac ké ho cé thich hay khéng. Chang qua la mot cach khac khién
cac quoc gia phu thudc vao Hoa Ky ma thoi.”

Nhung anh Moreno cling khang khang thé hién quan diém cua minh vé
nhiéu chuyén. Mot khi anh da bat dau thuyét gidng vé chinh tri thi do ai lay
chuyén anh dugc. Co thi lai mudn tranh xa nhirng dé tai do.

Co danh phai néi véi c6 tham t¥ 1a anh Moreno cé vé lo ngai vé si an
toan cta anh dy. Anh dy nhin quanh cling kha nhiéu khi ho 1ai khap thanh
pho va di b dén cac budi hop mat. C6 lan, xong cho hop nay va trén dwong
dén cho hop khéac, anh Moreno ti nhién dirng buéc.

“Cai ga kia? Chang phdi vira ndy, ching ta da thay han bén ngoai van
phong kia roi sao? Han dang theo doi chiing ta chang?” Cai ngudi ma anh
ay dé y 1a mot anh chang da trang, mat may u buén dang xem luwét qua mot
cuon tap chi. Chi bay nhiéu thoi cling khién Lydia thay la lung r6i, mét tinh
huéng duwgc y nhw trong phim trinh tham c6 dién, v6i mot ga tham tw tw gia
vO doc bao trén duong trong ltic do tham mot nghi can. Chang ai lai di doc
sach bao trong lic tho than trén duwong pho New York cd, moi ngwoi déu
kiém tra iPhone hoac BlackBerry.

Lydia nhat dinh sé ndi cho c6 canh sat vé sy viéc nay. Co thé ga dan 6ng
ay 6 lién quan dén cai chét ctia anh Moreno.

Luc loi trong cac tap lwu ho so hiéu Redweld, co tap hgp lai ghi chép tir
nhitng lan phién dich cho anh Moreno trong vai thang vira qua. Co da lwu
lai hét. La mot phién dich vién, thi thodng c6 lam viéc v6i hé thong toa an
va canh sat. C6 da quen viéc tan tdm lwu lai tdt cd ho so ctia minh trong
nhitng treong hgp nhw thé, bdi 1€ dich sai cau héi cia mot tham ti hay cau
trd 101 cia mot nghi can rat dé dan dén viéc két an oan cho ngudi vo toi
hodc tha bong cho ké ¢6 tdi. Co6 mang sy can cu nay sang ca cac lan phién
dich thwong mai ctia minh.
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Canh sat sé nhan duwgc gan mot nghin trang tai liéu dwgc dich tir chinh
miéng anh Moreno qua c6 noi va chinh miéng nguwdi khac noi véi anh.

Chuong dién noi bo reo 1én. Co tra 16i. “Vang a?”

“Co Foster, toi la nguoi cia SO canh sat New York,” mot giong nam noi.
“Tham t& Sachs da néi chuyén trwdc véi cd roi phai khong? Co ay dén
muon nén yéu cau toi tat qua héi c6 mot vai cau vé Robert Moreno.”

“Phai r6i, moi anh 1én. S6 12B.”

“Cam on c0.”

Vai phut sau c6 tiéng go ctra. C6 nhin ra ngoai qua 16 nhom, thdy mot
nguwoi ngoai ba muoi trong dang hoang, mdc com le. Anh ta dang gio lén
mot vi da gan m6t phu hiéu vang.

“M0i vao,” co noi, tay ma then va day xich.

Anh ta gat dau chao r6i budc vao trong.

Ngay khi dong ctva lai, co dé y thay hai ban tay anh ta cé gi d6 khong 6n.
Hai ban tay nhan nhium. Khong phadi, anh ta dang deo gang mau da.

Co0 chau may, “Khoan da...”

Co0 chwa kip hét 1én thi han da danh manh vao hong c6 bang mot ban tay
dang ma.

V1ra rit ong 6c¢ trong hong vira thut thit, ¢ rét phich xudng nén nha.
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Lau lau han lai thac mac vé con nguoi, Jacob Swann cht? ai.

Nguoi ta hodc 1a tdn tam, hodc la khong. Nguwdi ta hodc la co tirng vét
xém cho sach cai chdo xao bang thép khong gi c6 day dic dong, hodc la
khong. Nguwoi ta hodc 1a bé cong sitc lam moén banh Soufflé nwéng phong,
dé thdy n6 nd lén hon muwoi hai phan khap bé mat khuén ramekin, hodc la
néi “ké me nd” roi don 1én moén trang miéng Haagen-Dazs, mén kem c6 cai
tén viét bang thit tiéng Scandinavia gia hiéu nhung thwe chat lai san xuat tai
Meéo.

Ping trudc mot Lydia Foster thd hon hén, chéng cho, han nghi dén
Amelia Sachs.

A du théng minh dé hiy di dién thoai ciia minh (ma né bi hily that, chit
khong chi bi hoan, theo nhw phat hién ciia dam dong nghiép ky thuat vién).
Nhung r6i & da pham sai 1am 1a goi lai cho tham t& Sellitto tr mot dién
thoai cong cong chi cach Java Hut chwa dén chuc mét. Khi a goi thi chinh
cac bac thay cong nghé tai tong bd da xam nhap xong duong day & buong
dién thoai nay - va nhiéu buong khac gan d6. (Mac du, di nhién, ho chinh
thitc tuyén bo minh chang biét cach lam vay, ma cho du c6 biét cling khéng
bao gio lam).

Doi khi cai 1o Miele cta ta lan ra hong - duwong nhién la ngay truée khi ta
chuan bi dit vao mén ctru 16 ti - thi ta phai @wng bién.

Y nhw rang, Sachs da chuyén cho Lon Sellitto - va vo tinh cho ca Jacob
Swann - nhitng thong tin song con vé Lydia Foster.

Lic nay han lang 1é di khap can ho dé xac nhan chi c6 hai ngudi bon ho.
Co 1é han chang con nhiéu thoi gian. Sachs da no6i sé dén mudn, nhung biét
dau chang bao lau nita a sé goi dién hodc dén day. Han c6é nén chd a khong?
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Han phai can nhac chuyén do6. Di nhién, cé thé & khong dén mot minh. Thé
ddy, danh rang han c6 sung luc, nhung ban chdc, thay vi chat chém, 1a cach
gidi quyét van dé 16i th6i nhat (va kém thu vi nhat). Nhung néu Sachs di
mot minh thi sao? Han ndy ra nhiéu phuwong an.

Cat con dao di, han bén trd lai véi & phién dich vién, chop toc va co ao
roi quang a vao mot chiéc ghé an nang trich. Han cot & vao ghé bang day
den, do han cat ra bang mot con dao tién dung ré tién mang bén ngwoi - di
nhién khong phai con dao Kai Shun. Han tham chi con chwa hé dung ludi
dao nay xat day nho dung dé cot lai khic bo cudon, mét trong nhitng cong
thitc wa thich cda han.

Nwdc mat tudn trén mat & va, thd hoc 1én tir cho hong bi danh, Lydia
Foster run lay bay roi quay dap.

Jacob Swann tho vao tui 4o 16i con dao Kai Shun ra khoi bao go. Phan
ing cuda 4, sy kinh hai, 1én dén t6t dinh. Ta chi tiu nghiu tredc chuyén bat
ngo ma thoi. Nhé ra a phai lwong trudc chuyén nay chu.

Ong hang thit bé béng cua toi...

Han khom ngudi bén canh khi 4 ngoi kéu ra nhitng tiéng ghé tém va run
ray nhu dién.

“Ngoi yén,” han ri tai a.

Han nghi dén Bahamas, vao hom qua, nghi dén nang Annette kéu dac ac
ac trén mot bai dat trong gan bai bién, vay quanh la nhitng cay co bac va
cdy sung dau bi 1t day to hong siét c6 dén chét.

A phién dich vién khong lam theo diing 16i hin nhung & ciing ngdi yén
duoc.

“T6i c6 vai cau héi. To6i mudn c6 tat ca cac tai liéu lién quan dén nhitng
lan em phién dich cho Robert Moreno. Hai ngwdi néi vé chuyén gi. Gap
nhitng ai. Nhung tredce tién, em da no6i chuyén vdi bao nhiéu canh sat vé
Robert Moreno r6i?” Han lo lang c6 nguoi da goi cho 4 sau khi Amelia
Sachs goi.

A 14c dau.

Jacob Swann géac ban tay trai Ién mu hai ban tay bi cot chdt xuéng cta a.
“Cai ddy khong phai con s6. Bao nhiéu canh sat?”
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A kéu thém nhiéu tiéng qudi dj r6i, khi hin 1wét con dao sugt qua cac
ngon tay cua 4, a thi thao, “Khong cé ai hét.”

A liéc nhin ra ctra. Céi liéc c6 nghia 1a & tin minh c6 thé ty cu ban than
néu cau gio, cho canh sat thoi gian dén.

Jacob Swann cudn cac ngoén tay trai cua han roi gac mép con dao Kai
Shun, duwgc dap nhiéu vét 16m, tira vao cac khdp dot ngén tay minh. Ludi
dao ha thap xudng ngon giita va ngén ap Ut caa a. Pay la cach dung dao xat
thitc an cua tat ca cac dau bép nghiém tic, dau ngoén tay cta ban tay git
thitc an phdai cong vao bén duéi va tranh xa khoi 1wGi dao nguy hiém. Khi
cat phai rat than trong. Han da xat xuyén qua ngén tay cia minh vai ban.
Con dau khon td, cac ngoén tay chita day than kinh nhiéu hon bat ky bo
phan nao khac cua co thé.

Han thi tham, “Bay gio t6i hdi em mat lan nita.”
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Chuyén xe dén dia diém tén ban tia dn ndp trén go dat gan khach san
South Cove lau hon dang ké so véi thuong 1é.

Mychal Poitier chi cho Thom mét 16 trinh phttc tap dé ra con duong cao
toc chinh dan dén dich - dwong SW. Muc dich cua viéc di vong véo thé nay
la dé xem thtr chiéc Mercury vang con theo du6i ho khong. Poitier cam
doan v6i Thom chiéc xe d6 khong chd canh sat ctia Canh lywc Hoang gia
Bahamas bam theo do tham. Céi du6i nay c6 1€ dinh liu dén Moreno hay
thit gi d6 hoan toan khac. Cé thé chi don gian la mot ngwoi My éo udt an
van lich s, ngo6i xe lan da gay hitng thi cho may tén cudp.

Rhyme goi cho Pulaski, liic nay van con & khach san South Cove, r6i cho
cau ta biét ho sé dén dau. Cau canh sat tiép tuc chd c6 hau ban, biét dau co
lai c6 thém thong tin vé viéc thu thap tinh bao ctia tén ban tia tai khach san
mot ngay tredc vu no sung.

Vira di qua san bay, xe c6 thwa han va Thom tang toc, diéu khién chiéc
xe chay doc duong SW va cai vong cung mém mai bao quanh dado ctia nd,
ngang qua nhitng khu vic nha kin cong cao twong dugce tia tot gon ghé,
ngang qua nhitng céi lan dugc td diém bang quan 4o trén ddy phoi va
nhitng con dé trong chuong, ngang qua nhitng dam lay roi tiép theo la mot
dai rteng va cay c6 xanh mén dai vo tan - Cong viéen Clifton Heritage.

“O day, ré & day,” Poitier noi.

Ho da dén mot con duong dat trd hwdng sang phdi va dan qua mot canh
cong rong hoen gi dang mé. Con dwong chay doc mot go dat hep di sau
hon tdm tram mét vao vinh Clifton. Miii dat nam trén muc nwéc bién vai
mét, lam cham cay c6i va bui cay cung nhitng bai troc do ban, trai dai hai
bén la mot bo bién cho thi nhiéu da, cho thi 1am cat. Hai bén duwong dat
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nhiéu tdm bién Cam Boi. Khong thdy c6 gidi thich gi thém nhuwng nuwéc
bién rat doc, xanh lé va khé coi la thuong.

Thom di theo con dwong nay, men mé phia bac cta miii dat, ngang qua
vai co s& thwong mai Poitier da am chi tredc dé tai nha hang. Co sé dau
tién ma ho di ngang qua, nam & giao 16 ma con duwong khong tén cat duong
SW, la san rac cong cong noi vai ngon lira dang chay va mot ta nguoi di
lang thang khap noi nhat nhanh bat ky thi gi c6 gia tri. Tiép dén la co sé tai
ché 16p xe va cudi cung la cai nha may luyén kim gém vai céi lan thap te,
moéng manh dén noi mot con gié nhe, chit dirng néi dén bao t6, cling da
thoi bay cho lan nay. Ngudi ta biét tén cac doanh nghiép nay nho cac bién
hiéu son tht cong. Pinh cac hang rao duwgc gia co thém day kém gai, nhitng
con cho cang thang lang vang khap khuén vién kiém moi, ching béo lun va
c6 e rong - rat khac con banh n6i ma ho da chia sé bita trua.

Nhiéu cuén khéi, vang va xam, ci ngang nganh lan lita, nhw thé qua
ndng dé cat minh theo dam gié thoang.

Khi Thom than trong nhich doc theo con duwong ré, quang canh vé phia
bén phai dot nhiéen ma ra va tredc mat ho la khung canh vinh nwéc xanh
mudt bén dwdi mot bau troi xanh tuyét mi véi may trang day dac nhw
nhitng nui bong. Xa xa tam hai cay s6 la duong thang mau be thap do dat
lién va nhitng tda nha, chinh la khach san South Cove va khuon vién bao
quanh, vach nén. Pau dé doc mé bac nay cua miii dat, tinh tir day dén cudi
miii, cach gan tram mét, c6 thé ké ban tia da chon noi ngam ban ctia han.

“DP0o dai cho nao di,” Rhyme néi. Thom lai mot doan ngan dén mot khu
vure do roi dirng xe. Cau vira tat may xong thi c6 hai thit am thanh tran vao
xe - tiéng dap nén nhip nhang dinh tai tirt nha may kim loai va tiéng séng vo
yéu 6t 1én nhitng tdng da nam doc hai bén b bién.

“Pau tién,” Poitier néi. Cau tho tay vao ba 16 16i ra mot thi roi trao cho
Rhyme. “Anh c6 mu6n céi nay khong?”

D6 1a mot khau sung luc. Hiéu Glock. Rét giong khau sting ctia Amelia
Sachs. Poitier xac nhan sing da nap dan va kéo thanh trugt dé cho mot vién
vao 6 dan. Sting Glock khéng c6 khoa an toan, chi can bép co dé no sung.

https://thuviensach.vn



Rhyme nhin cham cham khau sting, liéc nhin Thom r6i cam lay khau
sung bang ban tay phai. Anh chwa bao gio quan tam dén sing 6ng. Co hoi
stt dung sung - it ra trong nganh phap y cta anh - hau nhw khong bao gio
ton tai va anh ludén e ngai c6 lic minh phai rit sing ra st dung. Sy mién
cudng khong xuat phat tir noi sg phai giét ké tan cong, ma xudt phat tir viéc
mot phat sung duy nhat cling da lam nhiém ban hién treong vu an. Khéi, ap
sudt nd, dau tich cta phat stng, hoi nuwéc...

biéu d6 van ding nhung la mot diéu, lic nay day anh cam thdy bi an
twong tredc cam gidc quyen lyc ma vii khi nay mang lai cho minh. Tréi vdi
su tuyét vong vo ngan da vay quanh doi anh ké tr vu tai nan.

“C6 chw,” anh dap.

Mac du anh khong cdm nhan dugc no trong cac ngon tay cua minh
nhuwng khau Glock dwong nhu lan vao tan da anh, tré thanh mot phan canh
tay m@Gi ctia anh. Anh can than dwa sing nham vao man nwdc bén ngoai ctra
xe, dong thoi nhd lai kién thitc dao tao st dung sting ctia minh. Lu6n gia
dinh moi vii khi dwgc nap dan va san sang khai hoa, khong bao gio chia vii
khi vao bat ky thit gi ta chwa san sang ghim dan vao, khong bao gio no
sung néu khong thay chinh xac dang sau muc tiéu la gi, khong bao gio dat
ngon tay 1én co néu chwa chuan bi no sing.

La nha khoa hoc, Rhyme thuc ra cling la mot tay sung kha thién xa, boi
anh st dung vat ly dé tinh todn cach gam vién dan vao ding dich cua né.

“Puwgc lam,” anh ndi lan nita r6i luén sting vao tudi trong do khoac.

Ho ra khéi xe r6i khao sat khu vire: nao 6ng nwéc va mang x6i dan nwéc
thai ra ngoai dai duwong, nao hang ta dong bun dac chat cao nhu nhitng u
kién khong 16, nao gach, xi than, nao linh kién xe va d6 dién gia dung, nao
mdy moc cong nghiép hoen gi nam la liét trén nén dat.

Cdm Boi...

That chit chang choi.

Thom néi, “Khéi mu nhiéu ma khéach san thi xa qua. Lam sao han nhin
ro dé xac dinh muc tiéu chi?”

Poitier néi, “T6i cho la han dung mot 6ng kinh dac biét. Cong nghé
quang hoc thich nghi, laze.”
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Rhyme phén khdi. R6 rang cau ha si nay da nghién cttu nhiéu vé vu an
hon nhitng gi cdu tiét 16 - hodc la nhiéu hon mitc do hai long ctia 6ng phé
canh sat trudng McPherson.

“Ciing c6 thé hom ay troi trong hon.”

“0 day ching bao gio troi trong ndi,” Poitier vira néi vira khua tay vé
phia mét 6ng khoi thap té moc trén nha mday 16p xe. N6 phun ra toan khoi
mau xanh mat va mau be.

RO6i, bi btia vay trong cai mui tritng théi va cao su néong dang 16n mira bat
nguon tir sy 6 nhiém noi day, ho di dén gan bo bién hon. Rhyme nghién
ctru mat dat dé tim cho t6t nhat ma ké ban tia c6 thé an nap - phai la cho
nguy trang tot va c6 mot cho 16m cho phép gac sting ban tia 1én trén. Co
nira ta dia diém nhu theé.

Khong ai can tré cudc tim kiém, gan nhw chi c6 ho & day. Mot chiéc xe
ban tai giam t6c do r6i do ngay bén kia con dwong. Tay tai x€, mac 4o xam
0 mo hoi, dang no6i chuyén dién thoai, budc ra sau chiéc xe tai ctia minh roi
bat dau quang md tdi rdc vao mot con muwong canh dwong. Cai khai niém
“tdi xa rac” duong nhu khong ton tai & Bahamas. Rhyme con nghe thdy
tiéng cwdi ho ho va tiéng la 6 tir bén kia hang rao vay quanh nha may luyén
kim, nhung ngoai trtv chuyén do ra thi ho mdc sttc tung hoanh noi day.

Khi tim kiém noi an ndp cta ké ban tia, Thom, Poitier va Rhyme, ké
cuoc bo, ngwoi lan xe, xuyén qua dam co6 dai va nhiéu mang dat cat, chiéc
xe lan Storm Arrow bam dat kha t6t trén dia hinh g6 ghé. Vi Poitier va
Thom ra dwgc sat ché mé nén anh bao ho thit can tim: bui cay bi xén, vét
16m, dau chan hodc dau ung dan dén mot khu vyc bang phang, “Xem xét
cac mang cat nita.” Ngay ca mdt vé dan ciing dé lai mot dau vét dac trung.

“Han nhat dinh la dan nha nghé,” Rhyme giai thich. “Han chac da dung
kiéng do hodc bao cat dé gac sting 1én nhung cling c6 thé han dung da va dé
nguyén doi hinh nhu vay. Tim hon déa nao lac cho di, c6 thé 1a mot hon nam
can bing trén mot hon khac. O khoang cach nhw thé thi cdy sting bén tia
phai tuyét d6i nam virng.”

Rhyme nhiu mat - sy 6 nhiém va con gi6 noi day lam cay mat anh. “T6i
muon tim cho ra vé dan,” anh néi. Nhung anh khéng nghi ké ban tia sé dé
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lai bat ky vé dan nao, dan nha nghé luén luén nhat lai vé dan béi vi ching
chita ca kho tang théng tin vé hung khi va tay sting. Dau vay, anh nhom
xuong long nuwéc, ty héi liéu mot vo dan cé bi vang xudng day khong. Bién
den ngom va anh chac la n6 kha sau.

“C6 thg lan thi tot qua.”

“Thg lan chinh thitc ctia ching toi thi khong c6 r6i, thwra dai Gy,” Poitier
néi mot cach day tiéc nudi. “Di nhién day cé phéi cudc diéu tra chinh thitc
dau.”

“Chang qua la mot chuyén tham quan ddo thoi.”

“Phai, chinh xac la vay.”

Rhyme lan xe dén gan mé va nhin xudng.

“Can than day,” Thom hé lén.

“Nhung ma,” Poitier néi, “toi biét lan ddy. Hay la bita nao toi quay lai
xem thir c6 gi duwéi day khong. Toi phai di muwon vai chiéc den soi dudi
nuwdc tir cai don canh bién cta ching t6i.”

“Cau lam that ha, dong chi ha si?”

Cau ta cling nhom xudng mat nwdc. “Phai. Ngay mai, t6i...”

Chuyén xay ra tiép theo ap dén that nhanh.

Nhanh nhv cat.

Nghe tiéng nhip 6 t6 lodng xodng va tiéng dong co n6 oc ach, kéu xi xi,
Rhyme, Thom clng Poitier ngodi lai nhin con dwong dat ma vira nay ho lai
trén d6. Ho thay cai xe Mercury vang éng phong thang vé phia minh, lan
nay chi co hai tén trong xe.

R06i Rhyme hiéu ra. Anh liéc ra sau, thdy ga mdc 4o thun xam, chinh la
ké xa rac tr chiéc xe ban tdi, bang nhanh qua con duwdng hep roi giang co
v6i Poitier khi cau dang rit sing. Khau sung vang ra. Ké tan céng dirng
phat day roi da vao bén hong va dau cau ha si dang thd hon hén, manh.

“Khong!” Rhyme la lén.

Chiéc Mercury phanh rit lai va hai tén trong s6 nhitng ké treéc d6 bam
du6i ho nhdy ra ngoai - m6t ga téc tét lon dai mac 4o ba 16 vang va tén
dong bon, ltun hon, mdc 4o thun xanh 14. Tén mac do xanh 14 giat dién thoai
ra khéi tay Thom r6i 1én goi khién cau 6m bung.
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“Pirng!” Rhyme kéu lén - mot tiéng kéu ty bdc phat va vo ich.

Tén méc 4o thun xam néi véi dong bon, “O ké, bon may thdy ai khac nita
khong?”

“Khong.”

Di nhién, d6 la ly do vira ndy ga néi chuyén dién thoai. Ga dén day hoan
toan khong phai dé quang rac. Ga da theo doi ho va st dung dién thoai dé
bao bon kia biét nan nhan ctia chiing da dén dia diém ra tay.

Poitier hon ha hon hén, tay 6m chat hong.

Rhyme citng céi noi, “Bon tao la canh sat My ddy. Bon tao con lam viéc
v6i FBI. Khon hon thi dirng lin sau. Cut ngay.”

Anh c6 noi cling nhuv khong.

Tén mac d6 xam budc vé phia khau sung luc cta Poitier dang nam trén
nén dat bui bam cach d6 ba mét.

“Pung lai,” Rhyme ra lénh.

Tén nay ding lai. Ga chép mat nhin nha khoa hoc hinh sy. May ké tan
cong con lai ditng im. Bon chiing dang nhin khau Glock trong tay Rhyme.
Khau sting hoi run, nhét dinh r6i, nhwng tir khoang cach nay anh c6 thé dé
dang ghim mot vién dan vao than trén cta ké tdn cong.

Tén nay vira gio ban tay 1én mot chit vira ditng day. Mat dan vao khau
sting luc. Tré lai nhin Rhyme. “O ké, 6 ké, 6ng anh. Dirng 1am lidu.”

“Tat ca tui bay, lui lai nam xudng dat, ip mat xudng.”

Hai tén ¢ trong xe ndy gio quay sang nhin tén mdc ao xam.

Khong ai ctr dong.

“Tao khong lap lai dau.” Rhyme ti hoi néu ban that thi sic giat ctia stng
sé lam ban tay anh ra sao. Anh cho la gan tay sé bi ton thwong. Nhung sau
khi ban xong anh chi can giit chdt sting la dwgc. May tén con lai sé thao
chay sau khi anh giét tén dau dang.

Nghi dén Ménh 1énh DPac nhiém. Khong theo trinh tw phap luat, chang
xét xtt. Ty vé. Lay mang truwdc khi ké thu 1ay mang.

“Ong dinh ban t6i ha?” Tén dan 6ng dang sim soi anh, bat ngd t6 vé
thach thuc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Rhyme hiém khi c6 co hoi mat doi mat vdi kinh dich. Bon chiing thuwong
l1an khéi hién treong tir 1au trede khi anh kip thady mat, c6 thay chang thi
thuwong la tai tda 4n noi anh lam nhan chitng chuyén gia cho bén cong to.
Tuy nhién, anh chang ngai dau mat v§i tén do xam nay.

Tén dong bon cda han, tén do vang véi co bap an tugng, tién lén trude
nhung ditng gap lai khi Rhyme xoay sting vé phia ga.

“Ay, binh tinh, 6ng anh, binh tinh.” Hai ban tay gio lén.

Rhyme lai nham tén dau dang, mat han dan vao khau sting, ban tay han
gio 1én cao. GA mim cwoi. “That khong? That ong dinh ban t6i khong?
Chac la khong dau.” Ga budc téi mot hai mét. Khyng lai. Roi lai budc
thang vé phia Rhyme.

Chang con gi dé noi nita.

Rhyme gong minh, hi vong sitc giat cua sung sé khong lam hoai cong
cudc phau thuat mong manh triwdc day, hi vong anh c6 thé giit sung trong
tay. Anh ra 1énh ngon tro co lai.

Nhung khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra.

Sting Glock - tht? sting luc dang tin cdy do Ao san xudt - chi doi héi mot
lwc bop c6 cwong do mot vai kilogam luc.

Vay ma Rhyme van khong thé don du lwc, khong thé bop di manh dé
cttu mang ho ly cua minh va cau canh sat da danh cugc sw nghiép ban than
dé gitp anh.

Tén 4o xam tiép tuc tién tGi, c6 1€ vi ga cho rang Rhyme thiéu diing khi
no sung, mac du anh cd gang bop co mot cach tuyét vong. Pang si nhuc
hon nita, ga khong tién dén tir bén hong ma van di déu trén quy dao hudng
vé cai hong sting dang lac lv theo huéng han.

Tén nay cudn ban tay co bap cta hdan quanh khau sing va dé dang giat
no ra khoi tay Rhyme.

“Ong diing 1a ké quai di.” Ga tha thé, dit chan 1én giita ngirc Rhyme roi
dap manh.

Chiéc xe lan Storm Arrow lan lui hon nita mét r6i roi xuéng mép da.
Rhyme va chiéc xe lan d6 nhao vao long bién, nwéc ban lén tung tée mot
tiéng rd kéu. Anh hit mot hoi that sau réi chim xudng.
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Nuwdc khong sau nhw anh twdng, mau den sam la do 6 nhiém noi day, héa
chat va chat théi. Chiéc xe lan roi xuéng khoang ba mét thi ditng lai duégi
day.

Pau Rhyme giat lién hoi, phdi dau nhoi khi hoi thd ctia anh can dan,
Rhyme dung hét sitc xoay dau, 1ay miéng ngoam chat sgi day deo chiéc ba
16 bat dugc méc dang sau xe lan. Anh giat né vé phia tredc va né noi lénh
bénh trong tdm vGi ctia anh. Khé khan lam anh méi vong dugc canh tay
quanh n6 dé gitr thang bang, doan dung rang mé& khoa kéo, ha thap dau dé
cau ra ong thd cua may thong khi cam tay. Anh giit chat cai 6ng roi lan n6
gitta hai moi.

Mat anh néng huc, cay xé vi nhitng chat gay 6 nhiém trong nuwéc, anh
nheo mat lai nhung van gitt ching mé dé tim cong tac diéu khién may
thong khi.

Cudi cung ciling thay n6 & kia. Thé la xong. Anh bat cong tac.

beén sang 1én. Chiéc may kéu ri'rm rirm r6i anh hit vao mdt it 6xy ngot
ngao, tuyét diéu.

Mot lan nita. Nhueng khong c6 1an thit ba. C6 vé nhw nwéc da chui dugc
qua voé may, lam doan mach thiét bi.

Chiéc may thong khi t6i sam lai. Khong khi cham dit.

Vao khoanh khac d6 anh nghe mot tiéng khac, cai tiéng du bi chan lai
qua lan nwdc nhung rd mon mot: That ra la hai tiéng.

Tiéng sung.

Béo hiéu céi chét cia ban bé anh: mdt nguwdi anh quen ttr tdn thud nao,
mot ngwoi anh dang dan than hon chi trong vai gio vira qua.

Hoi tha tiép theo cia Rhyme chi con nuéc.

Anh nghi dén Amelia Sachs ro6i co thé anh tha 16ng.

https://thuviensach.vn



42

Khong.
Oi, khong.
Gan 5 gio chiéu, c6 do xe trwdc chung cw cta Lydia Foster trén Dai 16 S6

Sachs khong dén gan dugc, xe canh sat va xe citu thuwong nam la liét
chan con duong.

L6-gic mach bdo cd 1y do nhitng chiéc xe nay c6 mat tai day khong thé
nao la vi céi chét cta co phién dich vién. Sachs da theo doi tén ban tia trong
nita tiéng qua. Han van con & van phong ctia minh tai trung tam thanh pho
co ma. Co chi di khdi sau khi t6 trinh sat Bon vi Cong tac Pac biét cua
Myers dén. Va lai, lam sao tén ban tia biét dugc tén va dia chi ctia c6 phién
dich vién? C6 da than trong goi tir b6t dién thoai va dién thoai tra trudc.

Do 1a diéu 16-gic bao co.

Song trirc gidc mach bdo c6 mot diéu khac han: Lydia da chét va Sachs
phai chiu trach nhiém. Béi vi trudc do c6 chwa hé xét dén mot sw that ma
gio day co da nhan ra: Chung c6 hai tén hung thu. Mot ten la ké co da theo
du6i khap hang cung ngd hém cua trung tam thanh phé New York - ké ban
tia, co6 doan chac nhw vay, béi phan tich giong noi cho két qua khép - va tén
con lai, ké giét Lydia Foster, mot doi twgng chwa xac dinh. Han la mét
nguwoi hoan toan khac, cé 1€ la dong bon cta tén ban tia, mot tén chi diém
muc tiéu, thuat ngt* dugc nhiéu linh ban tia st dung. Hodc la mot tay giét
thué rieng, mot chuyeén vién, do Shreve Metzger thué hong phi tang chitng
clr am sat.

Co0 do xe nhanh, quang thé S& canh sat New York 1én bang diéu khién roi
buéc ra ngoai, hdi ha chay vé phia cai chung cw xoang xinh, mdt tién nhgt
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nhat cia né bi 6 nwdc trang nga nhw thé cac cum diéu hoa khong khi vira
mai khoc.

Cui nguwoi qua day gidang canh sat, c6 hoi ha di tdi ché mot tham ti,
nguwoi dang chuan bi mot t6 khao sat. Vién canh sat manh dé nguoi My géc
Phi nay nhan ra c6 va gat dau chao, mac du c6 khéng quen anh ta. “Dong
chi tham tw.”

“Co phai la Lydia Foster khong?” C6 chgt thac mac tai sao minh lai mat
cong hoi.

“Pung r6i. Vu nay c6 dinh liu dén vu an c6 dang diéu tra ha?”

“Phai. Lon Sellitto la diéu tra vién chinh, Bill Myers giam sat. Toi chay
vat.”

“Vay thi giao hét cho c6 day.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay?”

Co dé y thdy vién canh sat that sac, mat gian giat né trdnh anh mat co
trong khi tay man meé buit.

Anh nu6t nwdc bot roi n6i, “Phai néi hién treong kha ghé. Nan nhan bi
tra tdn. Xong han dam c6 ay. Chwa bao gio thay canh nao nhu vay.”

“Tra tan?” co hoi khé.

“Xat da ra khoi cac ngén tay nan nhan. Cham cham.”

Chua oi...

“Sao han vao nha duwgc?”

“Ly do gi ddy, khong hiéu sao nan nhan lai cho han vao. Khong c6 dau
hiéu dot nhap.”

Tuy ngd ngang nhung Sachs lién hiéu ra. Boi twgng chwa xac dinh nay
da nghe trdm mot dwong day - cé 1é la dwong day c6 dinh ma c6 goi gan
quan Java Hut - nén han biét vé co phién dich vién. Han da mao danh canh
sat, trinh ra phu hiéu gia, n6éi minh lam viéc cung Sachs, titrc 1a han da biét
tén co.

Cuoc noi chuyén giita Sachs va Sellitto chinh la Ménh 1énh Pdc nhiém
danh cho riéng Lydia Foster.

CO cam thdy trao dang mot sw cam gian tot cung doi vGi tén sat nhan.
Nhitng gi han da lam véi Lydia - noi dau hdn gy ra - la khong can thiét. bé
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moi tin ti* dan thwong, ta chi can ham doa la du. Tra tan thé xac ludon ludn
la v nghia.

Trw khi ta thich lam vay.

Trw phi ta théa thué khi khua dao, xat lat mot cach chinh xac, mot cach
diéu luyén.

“Sao anh nhan duoc tin bao?” c6 hoi.

“Thang khon nay cat nan nhan dén noi mau chay nhiéu, mau thdm qua
tran nha. Hang xém dwdi lau thdy mau trén twong. Ho goi 911.” Vién tham
tlr ndi tiép, “Noi nay da bi xGi tung ca lén. T6i chang biét han tim gi nhung
han luc hét do dac cta nan nhan. Khong chira mot ngan kéo nao. Luc ca
mady vi tinh va dién thoai di dong. Han lay di tat.”

Ho6 so vé thwong vu phién dich cho Moreno chac da bi xé vun hoac dot
ra tro.

“T6 hién treong trén duong téi day chuwa?”

“T6i goi cho mot to tir Queens roi. Ho dén ngay thoi.”

Sachs c6 mot bo d6 nghé kham hién trwong co ban trong cép chiéc
Torino. Co trd ra xe roi bat dau trong vao bo ao lién quan xanh lo va tng
cung mil trum. CO phai bat dau ngay. Mo6i phuit tr6i qua la moi phut chitng
c bién chat.

Va moi phit troéi qua la moéi phit con quai tha gy an dugc nuwdc chay
cang luc cang xa.

Dang ra luoi.

Van do nhu bac si ngoai khoa, Amelia Sachs dang di chuyén khap can hd
cta Lydia Foster theo m6 hinh kham hién treong vu an kinh dién, hinh
lwGi: budce tirng nhip mot tr twong nay dén twong khac, xoay ngudi, budc
ngang mot chit roi tré lai. Va khi hoan thanh, ta kham xét lai hién truong
theo cung cach dé, cé diéu lan kham nay vuéng géc véi lan kham truée.

Dbay la phwong phap kham hién trwong ton thoi gian nhat nhwng cling
thau ddo nhat. Pay la cach Rhyme tirng kham hién trwedng vu an va ciing la
phuong thitc anh bugc nhitng ai lam viéc cho minh phai st dung.

https://thuviensach.vn



Kham hién treong cé thé ndi la cong doan quan trong nhat ctia cong tac
diéu tra vu 4n. Anh chup, phim quay va ban vé& phac thdo rat quan trong.
Céc 10 trinh ra vao, cac dia diém tim thdy vé dan, dau van tay, vét tinh dich
va nhitng vung mau ban. Nhung tim ra dau vét trong yéu mdi chinh la muc
dich that sy ctia cong tac kham hién trwong. Merci, M. Locard!®ZI. Khi ra
lwdi, ta can phdi dé toan bd co thé cam nhan hién trwdng, hit ngwi, lang
nghe, s& cham va, di nhién - quan sat. Quét mat khong ngtrng nghi.

Chinh la diéu ma Amelia Sachs dang lam lic nay.

Co khong nghi minh cé khiéu phan tich phap y. C6 chang phai la nha
khoa hoc gi. Pau 6c c6 khéng duwa ra nhitng suy luan tai tinh ma Rhyme
nghi ra rat nhanh. Nhung sy thau cam chinh 1a 1gi thé cuda c6.

Ho6i hai nguwoi bat dau hop tdc, Rhyme duwdng nhw da nhin ra & c6 mot ky
nang ma ban than anh khong cé: kha nang di gudc trong bung hung tha.
Khi ra lwdi, c6 nhan thdy minh that sy c6 kha nang twéng twgng ban than
tré thanh hung tha, toi pham hiép dam, bat céc hodc trém cap. D6 co thé la
mot no lwc nhoc nhan va ghé rgn. Nhung mot khi c6 tac dung, quy trinh
nay dong nghia vdi viéc c6 sé nghi dwgc nhiéu cho dé kham xét tai hién
treong ma mot nhan vién kham xét binh thwong cé thé khong nghi ra, chinh
la nhitng noi ndp, nhitng 16 trinh ra vao it c6 kha nang, nhitng vi tri thuan
lgi.

Chinh tai d6 c6 sé phat hién ra cac chitng ct cé nguy co bi chon gidu
vinh vién.

Cac ky thuat vién ti to0 Hién trwong tai Queens da dén. Nhuwng, nhw lic
tredc, co dang x ly cong viéc so bo nay mot minh. Nguoi ta thwong nghi
cang c6 nhiéu ngwoi thi viéc kham xét cang ky lwdng nhung diéu dé chi
ding trong mot khu vuc rong, chang han nhw hién treong nd sting hang
loat. Trong mot hién tredng tiéu biéu, mot ngwoi kham xét lam viéc doc lap
thi it bi phan tdm hon - va béi ho nhan thitc dwgce chang cé ai khac nhat lai
thit ho bo sét, nén ho tap trung cao do hon han.

Va mot su that vé cong tdc kham hién treong vu an: Ta chi c6 duy nhat
mot co hdi dé tim ra manh moi trong yéu, khong thé quay lai hién treong
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dé kham xét lai.

Khi c6 buéc khap can hd noi dat xac cia Lydia Foster, bé bét mau va dau
nga ra sau, bi cot vao ghé, Sachs néng long muon ké ngay véi Rhyme minh
dang thay gi, ngti gi, nghi gi. Va mot lan nita, nhw Itic ra lwgi tai quan Java
Hut, sy trong rong khi khong thé nghe giong anh lam tim c6 budt lanh.
Rhyme cach xa chi hon nghin cdy s6 ma c6 cam thdy twa nhu anh khong
con ton tai.

Bat giac co6 nghi vé ca phau thuat dugc Ién lich trong cudi thang. Co
khong muén nghi vé n6, nhung khong tai nao cudng lai.

Rui thay anh khong sdng sét noi thi sao?

Ca Sachs lan Rhyme déu song rat bap bénh - 16i song t6c do va day nguy
hiém ctia co, tinh trang thé chat cta anh. Cé kha nang, cé 1€, yéu to rii ro
nay lam cudc séng chung cia hai ngwdi manh liét hon, sw noi két gitra hai
nguwoi chat ché hon. Va c6 gan nhu luén chap nhan diéu nay. Nhung gio
day, khi anh dang ¢ xa v0i voi, con c6 dang kham xét mot hién truong dac
biét kho khan c6 lién quan dén mot hung thu biét qua 1o vé cd, cd6 khong
khoi nghi rang sy don chiéc vinh vién luén cach ho chi mot tiéng sting hoac
mot nhip tim ma thoi.

Keé di, Sachs suy nghi mot cach gay gat. C6 khi co con bat ra thanh tiéng.
Co khong biét. Bat tay vao viéc thoi.

Tuy nhién, ¢6 nhan ra sy thiu cam cia minh chwa chiu khéi dong tai
hién treong nay. Khi di khap cac phong, c6 cam thdy dau 6c trong rong. Co
18 ching khac nao mot nha vin hay nghé si khéng dan dit duge nang tho. Y
twong khong chiu xudt hién. Thit nhat, c6 khéng biét hung thu 1a ké quai
nao. Cai thong tin méi nhat nay that r6i ram. Ké gay an khong phdi tén ban
tia, nhung nhiéu kha nang 1a mot chuyén vién khac cia Metzger. Nhung la
ai?

Ly do con lai ma c6 chwa xau chuoi dwgc chinh la ¢6 khong hiéu dong
co cua ké an mat. Néu han muoén trtv khir nhan chitng va can tré cong tac
diéu tra, tai sao lai tra tdn nan nhan khung khiép nhudng nay, tai sao lai
thire hién cac dwong dao ti mi nay? Tai sao lai rach nhitng ch6 han réc da
mot cach ung dung nhw vay? Sachs bong thay bi phan tdm khi nhin cham
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cham vao nhirng dai thit trén nén nha bén duwdi cho ghé noi Lydia bi troi.
Mau.

Han muon gi day?

Co6 1é néu bay gio Rhyme n6i vao tai c6, kham hién tredng cting cé qua
song vo tuyén hodc hinh anh truyén thi c6 1é sé khac, biét dau c6 sé thau
suot dugc nhiéu diéu.

Nhung anh khong ¢ day, con co lai khong nam bat n6i tam can hung thu.

Cudc kham xét khong mat nhiéu thoi gian. Du dong co cia ké giét Lydia
Foster la gi di nita thi han ciling rat than trong - deo gang cao su. C6 biét
dwgc diéu nay tir cac nép nhan trong mot vai chdo mau day ra, nhitng cho
han da cham vao co thé nan nhan trong khi 16c da. Han da than trong tranh
buéc vao chdé mau nén khong c6 dau giay nao ro rét. Va co quét thudce tinh
dién 1én nén nha khong 16t tham nay ciing khong 16 dugc dau van tiém an
nao. Co thu thap dau vét, vai to bién nhan va gidy ghi cha Post-It, nhitng
thi nhét day trong tdi chiéc quan bo treo trén ctra phong tam. Nhung Sachs
chi Ian ra duge bdy nhiéu chitng ot tw lidu!28!. C6 xtt 1y thi thé, mét lai chd
y dén cac vét thwong ghé sg, nhé ma chinh xac, ma ké an mat da deé lai khi
16c da tir ngén tay cda nan nhan. Vét thuwong tri mang duy nhat la vét dam
xuyén ngwc. Hinh nhw cé vét thdm quanh vung bi rach, nhw thé han da so
nan manh da thit ctia nan nhan dé tim mot noi dam vao tim ma khong tring
Xuong.

Tai sao vay?

Sachs bén goi bo dam xudng cho dong nghiép dé bao ho biét la c6 thé
1én lau ghi hinh va chyp anh.

Tai ngudng ctra, c6 dirng buwdc, mat liéc lai phia sau dé nhin thi thé cta
Lydia Foster lan cudi.

T6i xin 16i, Lydia. Tai t6i khong biét suy nghi! Nhé ra t6i phai tinh dén
chuyén han sé nghe trom cac mdy dién thoai c6 dinh gan quan Java Hut.
Nhé ra t6i phai nghi dén kha nang c6 hai hung thu.

Sachs con mot suy nghi khac: Co héi han vi da dén qua mudn dé lay
thong tin ma nguwoi phu nit nay nhé ra sé cung cap cho co. Cac tinh tiét ma
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co phién dich vién nay biét va nhitng ho so lIvu c6 ay giit ro rang mang tinh
trong yéu. Néu khong thi viéc gi phdi tra khao c¢6 ay?

R6i ¢0 xin 16i Lydia Foster lan thi hai, vi da c6 suy nghi ich ky nay.

Ra ngoai, c6 cdi bo bo do lién quan réi virt ndé vao mot tui dot, b do day
day mau cua Lydia. C6 thoa nuwéc riva tay trén ca hai ban tay. Kiém tra khau
Glock cua minh. Quét mat qua khu vic nay xem c6 bat ky moi de doa nao
khong. Co6 chi thdy mot tram canh ctra s6 den thui, nhitng hém cut md mit,
nhitng chiéc xe tam dirng. M6i cho nhu thé déu la vi tri cyc ky thuan lgi
cho ké an mat ditng nham vao co.

Sachs sap méc bao dién thoai vao ding ché thi khyng lai. C6 nghi ngoi:
Minh that long mu6n néi chuyén vdi Rhyme.

Co nhdn nit quay s6 nhanh trén chiéc dién thoai trd tru6c méi nhat cta
minh, chinh 1a s6 ctia anh. Nhung cudc goi chuyén thang dén hop thu thoai.
Sachs tinh dé lai 16i nhan nhung lai ngat mdy. C6 nhan ra minh chwa biét
noi gi.

Co6 1€ c6 chi mudn n6i minh nhé anh.
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Lincoln Rhyme chép mat. Mat anh béng rat va trong miéng anh la nhitng
mui vi trdi nghich nhau, cai ngot lim cua dau va cai chua gat caa hoa chat.

Anh vtra tinh lai, kinh ngac vi khong ho sdc sua nhv anh tuwéng. Mot
chiéc madt na oxy dat trén miéng va mdi anh. Anh dang hit tirng hoi that
sau. Co hong dau nén anh doan trwedc d6 minh da ho rat nhiéu, khi con bat
tinh nhan su.

Anh nhin quanh, dé y thay ban than dang nam trong khoang sau mot
chiéc xe citu thwong, nong cwe do, dang do trén mii dat noi vu tan cong da
xdy ra, anh cé thé thay khach san South Cove & dang xa, bén kia cai vinh
ngoc lam day séng. Mot nhan vién y té béo t6t c6 gwong mat den tron dang
nhoai ngudi t6i, ding mdt chiéc dén pin soi mét anh. Ong ta thio cai mit
na 6xy ra dé xem xét miéng, miii Rhyme.

Guong mat nguwoi dan 6ng nay rat t6i, khong biéu 16 diéu gi. Cudi cung
ong ta noi bang ngir diéu My, khong phai giong Anh: “Cai nwéc d6. Ghé
lam. Chat thai. Héa chat. Bu thi. Nhung cé vé cling khong nang lam. Kich
ung. Pau khong?”

“Rat. Ning. Phai.”

C nhw cai cti phap ngat am cta nhan vién y té nay lay nhiém sang anh
vay.

Rhyme hit sdu vao. “Nhung lam on, anh phai cho t6i biét! Hai cau di
chung v@i t6i? Ho...?”

“Phoi anh ta sao roi?”

Pay la cau héi cia Thom Reston, ngudi dang tién dén phia sau chiéc xe
ctru thuvong. Cau ho ly ho manh mot, hai cai.
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Rhyme nén con ho cia minh r6i lam bam trong strng s6t, “Cau... cau
khong sao ha?”

Thom chi vao mat minh, hai con mat dé ngau. “Khéng cé gi nghiém
trong hét. Chang qua cai nwdc day day chat thai thoi.”

Ghé lam. Chat thai...

Rhyme dé y thay 40 quan Thom w6t sling, chi tiét nay noéi lén nhiéu diéu.
Thit nhat, cau ho ly 1a nguwdi da cttu anh.

Va, th hai, hai phat sing anh da nghe la danh cho Mychal Poitier.

Té6i c6 vo va hai dira con phdi nubi. Toi yéu ho lam...

Rhyme dau long trudc cai chét ctia cdu ta. Sau khi ciu ha si bi giét, han
Thom da lan xuéng nwdc citu Rhyme khi may tén tdn cong bo tron.

Ngudi nhan vién y té lai nghe nguc anh. “La qua. Con t6t 1am, phéi anh
ddy. Toi thay vét seo, may thong khi, nhung day la seo cli. Anh gioi lam.
Anh tap luyén. Con canh tay phdi cta anh, hé thong tay giad. Toi doc sach
vé né roi. An twong 1am.”

Co6 diéu khong du an twgng dé citu Mychal Poitier.

Nguwoi nhan vién y té ditng day ro6i noi, “Anh phai rira sach mat véi
miéng. Nudc. Khong dung thi khac. Pong chai. Ba, bon lan mot ngay. Roi
di kham béc si riéng cta anh. Khi anh vé nha. Lat tdi tré lai.” Ong ta xoay
nguoi budc di, ban chan lao xao trén cat soi.

Rhyme néi, “Cam on cau, Thom. Cam on. Cau lai cttu mang t6i lan nita
ma khong dung clonidine.” Chinh la thu6c ha huyét 4p sau khi bi tang phan
xa ty phat. “Toi thit cai may thong khi r6i.”

“T6i biét ma. N6 roi quanh ¢6 anh. T6i phai g& né ra. Phai chi t6i c6 con
dao bam cua Amelia.”

Rhyme thé dai. “Nhuwng Mychal. That kinh khang...”

Thom nhdc mot mady do huyét ap 1én tir gia do trong chiéc xe citu
thwong. Cau do huyét ap ciia Rhyme. Vira do, cau vira nhin vai. “Khong
nghiém trong lam.”

“Huyét ap ha?”

“Khong, Poitier dy. Im nao. T6i can nghe mach.”
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Rhyme chac chdn minh da nghe nham, tai anh van & day nwéc. “Nhung
ma...”

“Suyt.” Cau ho ly cam mot ong nghe mwon trom dat 1én canh tay
Rhyme.

“Cau néi...”

“Im lang!” Mot chdc sau, cau gat gu. “Huyét 4p 6n.” Mot cai liéc vé
hwéng ma nguwdi nhan vién y té vira di khoi. “Khong phai t6i khong tin
twdng anh ta nhung t6i chi muén ty minh kham...”

“Cau né6i khong nghiém trong lam la sao, n6i Mychal ha?”

“Chac, anh thdy roi ma: Cau ta bi da, bi danh. Nhung cling khong nang
lam.”

“Cau ta bi ban ma!”

“Ban ha? Bau co6.”

“Toi nghe hai phat sung ma.”

“A, ra thé.”

Rhyme quat, “Cau ndi ‘ra thé’ nghia la sao?”

Thom giai thich, “Cai thang mac d6 xam da da anh xudng nwéc ay? Han
ban Ron.”

“Pulaski ha? Troi oi, cau ay c6 sao khong?”

“Cau 4y ciling khoéng sao.”

“Cai me gl xdy ra vay?” Rhyme budt miéng.

Thom cwdi. “Thdy anh khoe lai vay t6i mirng.”

“Xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Ron xong viéc & South Cove nén dén day. Anh bdo ciu ay la ching ta
sé c6 mat & day ma. Anh vira xuéng boi la cau ta lai xe thué dén. Cau ta
hiéu chuyén gi dang xdy ra nén lai thang vao thang cam sung, hét toc luc
luén. Thang nay ban vao xe hai phat nhung chac hiéu ra Ron méi la chi
vién dot dau thoi, ma khi ay chi con mét duong thoat nén ching né nhay
vao chiéc Mercury va chiéc ban tai chuon di mat.”

“Mychal khong sao ha?”

“Thi t6i néi r6i ma.”
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St nhe nhém nay that chang thé do lwong. Rhyme khong néi gi trong
mot choc khi mat anh thu vao canh bién day séng gan do, mot vong cung
bui nuwéc trong anh duwong, thap vé phia tay. “Cai xe lan?”

Thom lac dau. “Cai day thi khong 6n lam.”

“Bon khon,” Rhyme lau bau. Anh chang c6 cam tinh gi véi thiét bi nay
no, du la thiét bi chuyén nghiép hay pho théng. Nhung thuce t€, anh cam
thdy ngay cang gan bé véi chiéc xe lan Storm Arrow bdi vi né la mot co
mady that tinh xdo va anh da no Iyc biét bao méi diéu khién thanh thao né.
Diéu khién xe lan 1a m6t ky nang thue sy. Anh cam gian 1d du con do.

Cau ho 1y ndi tiép, “Pé€ td6i muwon mot chiéc xe lan cua ho vay.” Mot cai
liéc mat vé dodi y té. “Khong chay bang dong co. Ma chay bang tay toi day.”

Mot bong ngwoi khac xuat hién.

“Cha, cau tan binh cttu van tinh thé.”

“Trong anh ciing khong bi ning 1dm,” Pulaski néi. “Am wét. Hinh nhuw
toi chwra bao gid thay anh am wét, Lincoln.”

“Cau tim dugc gi ¢ khach san?”

“Cling khong cé thém gi nhiéu. C6 hau ban xac nhan gan hét nhitng gi ha
si Poitier cho ta biét. Mot tén nguwoi My trong ngau lam hoi vé Moreno va
day phong 1200. Han n6i minh la mot ngwdi ban va dang tinh t6 chic tiéc
mung cho anh ta. Mudn biét ai di cung anh ta, lich lam viéc nhw thé nao,
ngwoi ban kia 1a ai - t6i nghi chac y han la nguoi vé si.”

“Tiéc,” Rhyme hit mot tiéng roi nhin quanh xe cttu thwong. Ong nhan
vién y té trd lai cung nhitng hd ly vam v&, mot trong s6 dé dang day mot
chiéc xe lan cli nat. Rhyme héi, “Anh c6 regu brandy hay gi khong?”

“Brandy?”

“Rugu thudce brandy.”

“Ruou thudc brandy?” Guong mdt to bé ctia ngwoi dan 6ng nhiu lai
thanh mot cai chau may. “Xem nao. Toi nghi bac si dudi nay lau lau cling
dung thit ddy - vi la mot hon ddo thudc thé gidi thit ba ma. T6i so la da 16
mat 16p nay tai Pai hoc Maryland ho6i 1ay tdm bang nganh dich vu cdp citu
y t€ 16i.”

Hay day.
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Nhung 6ng nay ro rang lay lam vui thich, chit khong phat y. R6i 6ng ra
ddu cho cac ho ly, nhitng ngwdi nay giip Rhyme ngoi vao cai xe lan cii nat.
Anh chang nhé lan cu6i minh ngoi xe lan khong c6 pin va dong co la khi
nao, ma anh lai khéng thich cai cdm gidc bat Iyc. N6 lam anh nhé dén
nhitng thang ngay ngay sau vu tai nan.

“T6i muon gap Mychal,” anh néi. Theo ban nang, anh véi tdi bang diéu
khién cta chiéc xe lan r6i chgt nhé ra chang c6 bang diéu khién nao & do.
Anh chang bu6n bé cong nam ldy cho giit tay trén banh xe dé day xe vé
phia tredc. Néu anh con khong bép ndi cai co chét tiét cia mot khau sing,
anh lam gi c6 stc tw dich chuyén trong lwgng ban than trén cat va nhya
dudng troc vo cha.

Thom ddy anh doan duong dai chin mét dén noi Poitier dang ngoi trén
mot thanh gb 20x20 phan tdm creosotel22!, bén canh hai vién canh sat cta
Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas, nhitng ngudi da dén hién trudong sau cudc
goi khan cap.

Poitier ditng day. “A, dai uy. T6i nghe néi anh an toan. Tot, tot qua. Co
vé anh khong mat miéng thit nao.”

“Uét at,” Pulaski 1ap lai. Khién Thom mim cwdi va Rhyme quac mat.

“Con cau?”

“On. Hoi ué oai. Ngudi ta cho t6i mot it thudc giam dau. Tran ddu dau
tién chia tO6i sau nam nam trong nganh, vay ma t6i lai khong ban linh lam.
Bi tan cong tir bén hong. Toi bi tdn cong tir bén héng.”

“Co ai thay bién s6 xe khong?” Rhyme hdi.

“Khong co6, khéng c6 bién s6 xe. Ma c6 tra xe Mercury mau vang ong
hay xe ban tdi mau trang cling v6 ich. T6i chac chan dé la xe an cap. Lat
quay lai don t6i sé xem anh nhan dang mdac du biét la vo ich. Nhwng van
phéi lam cho dung l1e.”

Dot nhién, mot cudn bui boc 1én tr hwéng dwong SW. Mot chiéc xe,
khong phai, hai chiéc dang tap vao gap gap.

Nhitng vién canh sat Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas ditng gan d6 danh
nguoi lai mot cach bat an.
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Khoéng phai vi nhitng chiéc xe nay tiéu biéu cho mot moi de doa vii luc
nao. Rhyme thay chiéc Ford nguy trang nay dién den lwéi tan nhiét mau do,
chép nhay lién hoi. Anh khéng ngac nhién khi thdy nguwdi dan ong & ghé
sau la pho canh sat truédng McPherson. Chiéc xe thit hai, mot chiéc tuan tra
c6 biéu trung ctia Canh Iyc Hoang gia Bahamas, di phia sau.

Ca hai chiéc déu rit phanh lai gan xe cttu thuwong roi McPherson gian di
leo ra khoi xe, déng sap ctra lai.

Giam chan vé phia Poitier, 6ng ta n6i, “Chuyén gi vira xdy ra ¢ day?”

Rhyme giai thich, dong thdi nhan trach nhiém.

Ong phé canh st trudng quic mét nhin anh, thinh nd xoay ngudi roi
thap giong gam gt trong miéng vdi cau ha si, “To6i khong chap nhan hanh
vi bat tuan nay. Nheé ra anh phai bao cho t6i biét.”

Rhyme ctt twéng cau ha si sé ha minh phuc tung. Nao ngd cdu ta nhin
thang vao mat cap trén ctia minh.

“Thua sép, t6i xin 16i. T6i da duwgc giao phu trach vu muwu sat Moreno.”

“Va anh phai phu trach theo dung quy trinh. Ma dung quy trinh thi
khong c6 chuyén mang theo ngudi ngoai cudc vao nganh.”

“Noi day tirng 1a manh mdi. Ké ban tia da ¢ day. Nhé ra t6i phai kham
xét tuan trudc roi.”

“Chung ta phai cho...”

Poitier xen vao, “Y kién ctia cic co quan chiic ning Venezuela.”

“Khong dwgc ngat 10i t6i nita, dong chi ha si. Ma cling dirng t6 cai thai
do day vai t6i.”

“Vang, thua sép. Xin 16i sép.”

Rhyme noi, “Pay la vu an quan trong, thwa phé canh sat treéng, vi no tac
dong dén ca hai nwdc ching ta.”

“Con anh nita, dai iy Rhyme, anh ddy. Anh c6 biét anh suyt nita khién
mot canh sét trong lwc lwong cta t6i mat mang roi khong?”

Nha khoa hoc hinh s im bat.

Bang giong sat da, ong ta n6i thém, “Suyt nita chinh anh cfing toi roi.
Chuing t6i khong mudn cé thém ngudi My nao chét tai Bahamas nita. Bu
lam r6i.” Mot céi liéc sac lanh vé phia bén canh. “Anh bi dinh chi, dong chi
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ha si. Nguoi ta sé lam ro vu nay va anh c6 thé mat viéc nhuw choi. Nhe lam
thi bi bd nhiém trd lai té6 Giao thong.”

Vé tiu nghiu ngap tran guwong mat Poitier. “Nhung ma...”

“Con anh, dai uy Rhyme, anh lap tic roi khoi Bahamas. Linh cua toi &
day sé ho téng anh ra san bay, cung vdi cong sy ctia anh. S& c6 ngudi thu
gom d6 dac cta cac anh tai khach san ro6i giao cho cac anh tai day. Chiing
t0i da goi cho hang hang khong roi. Cac ngwoi sé ngoi chuyén bay khai
hanh sau hai tiéng nita. Trong thoi gian chd dgi, cac anh bi tam giam. Con
cau, dong chi ha si, cau sé giao lai sting va thé canh sat tai tong bo.”

“Vang, thwa sép.”

Nhung dot nhién Ron Pulaski sdi budc dén trwdc roi doi mat véi pho
canh séat trwdng, mot ngwoi dé thwong nang gap doéi va cao hon cau nhiéu
phan. “Khong,” cau canh sat tuan tra ndi.

“Cau noi gi ca?”

Cau canh sat néi mot cach cwong quyét, “Chiing toi sé qua dém tai khach
san. Sang mai di.”

“Ha?” McPherson chép mat.

“Chung t6i khong di dau t6i nay.”

“Vay khong chap nhan duwgc, ST quan Pulaski.”

“Lincoln suyt chét. Anh dy khoéng 1én may bay gi ca, chd cho anh ay
nghi ngoi mot chut da.”

“Cau da pham tgi...”

Pulaski 16i dién thoai ra khoi bao. “Chung t6i c6 nén goi cho dai sit quan
va thdo luan chuyén nay véi ho khong? Di nhién, td6i phai dé cdp dén
chuyén ching t6i lam gi ¢ day, dang diéu tra cu thé vu an nao.”

Im lang, ngoai tr tiéng lodng xodng ciia m@ may moc bi an trong nha
mady sau lung ho va tiéng ri rao ctia nhitng con song lap lanh.

Ong quan 16n tritng mét. “Duwoc thdi,” McPherson lau bau. “Nhung sang
mai cac anh phdi bay ngay chuyén dau. Cac anh sé dugc ho tong dén khach
san va bi quan ché trong phong cho dén lic khaéi hanh.”

Rhyme noi, “Cam on 6ng, ph6 canh sat tredng. Toi rat biét on. Toi xin
16i vi da gay phién todi cho lyc lwgng cta 6ng. Chiic 6ng may man vdi vu
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an nay. Va vu diéu tra &n mang cda c¢6 sinh vién ngwdi My nita.” Anh nhin
Poitier. “Va mot lan nita, to6i xin 16i cau, dong chi ha si.”

Nam phit sau Rhyme, Thom va Pulaski da ngoi trong chiéc Ford dé roi
khoi miii dat nay, cing mot nhém ho tdng ctia canh sat phia sau dé dam bao
ho dén khach san - va & yén trong do. Hai tay canh sat cao to trong chiéc xe
tuan tra mdt lanh nhw tién va day canh gidc. Rhyme that ra chang lay lam
phién vé sy c6 mat cia ho. Suy cho cung, bo ba tir chiéc Mercury vang van
con nhon nho.

“Tuyét voi ong mat troi ddy, tan binh.”

“Tuyét hon ‘dugc viéc’ dung khong?”

“Cau con hon ca duoc viéc.”

Cau canh sat cuoi. “Khi ay t6i c6 cam giac anh mudén cau gio.”

“Chinh xac la nhw vay. Ma t6i ciing thich cai doan cau dé cap dén dai st
quan.”

“Ung bién thdi. Ma ta 1am gi tiép theo?”

“Chung ta cho thoi co,” Rhyme ndi mét cach bi hiém. “Va xem thw
ching ta c6 nhdt nhanh dwgc thit reou rum Bahamas ma bay lau t6i nghe
tiéng khong.”
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Trong phong khach cta can biét thy phd, phong giam dinh, Amelia
Sachs lan vao chiéc xe day chd mdt sot nhira vuong duwng chirng ct tir hién
trvong vu an Lydia Foster.

“Lincoln c6 goi khong?” co hoi Mel Cooper. Anh dang cham chua nhin
cai sot.

“Khong, chang goi gi hét.”

Cooper, chuyén gia giam dinh, da chinh thitc vao cudc, nho Lon Sellitto
va dai iy Myers goi dién dé sap xép cho anh dwgc phan cong trd lai dia ban
quan ly cia Rhyme. Cooper, mot tham ti thudc S& canh sat New York, dau
dang héi dan, twéng ngwoi nhé con, deo cdp kinh Harry Potter day com
twdng nhw chang bao gio dat ding chd. Ngudi ta dé twdng cudc song ngoai
gio lam viéc ctia anh day ap nhitng tro do vui toan hoc va tap chi Scientific
American, nhung anh lai danh phan nhiéu thoi gian ranh roi ctia minh vao
cac cudc thi khiéu vii, cing c6 ban géi yéu kiéu goc Scandinavia ctia minh,
mot gido su toan tai Pai hoc Columbia.

Nance Laurel dang ng6i & ban lam viéc. Nguwdi phu nit nay ngdy ngudi ra
nhin cho vat chitng, roi liéc trd lai c6 canh sat, lam Sachs khong hiéu day la
ct chi chao hay mot hiéu chitng “nghi gitta chirng khi trwde khi n6i” caa co
ta.

Sachs mé& 161 mét cach bi quan, “T6i da nham. Cé hai hung tha 1an.” C6
giai thich vé gid dinh sai ctia minh. “Ké t6i theo doi la tén ban tia. Giét
Lydia Foster la tén khac.”

“Co0 nght la ai?” Cooper hoi.

“Ké yém trg cho Bruns.”
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“Hodc la mot chuyén vién do Metzger thué dé phi tang,” Laurel ndi.
Sachs cam thay giong Laurel nghe c6 vé rang r& khi néi cau nay. Tot cho
vu an, tot cho ban héi tham - khi nghi can chinh ctia ho ra 1énh cho mdt
trong so si quan cua han lam mot viéc nhan tdm dén thé. Chang mot 10i
dong cam danh cho nan nhan, khong mot cai chau may quan tam.

Ngay lic nay Sachs that sy rat ghét ngudi co ta.

Co tiép tuc, c6 y chi néi vGi Mel Cooper, “Lon da dong y xem day la vu
an hién chua biét dong co - cting nhu thiét bi n6 ty ché ¢ Java Hut chinh
thitc van la mot vu né 6ng dan ga, vi t6i nghi t6t nhat dirng dé Metzger biét
dién bién viéc diéu tra.”

Laurel gat gu. “Té6t.”

Sachs nhin cham cham vao ch6 bang trang roi bat dau cap nhat thong tin
md&i ma ho vira biét. “Ta tam goi hung thu giét Lydia Foster la X165. Dat
theo ngay hom nay.”

Laurel hoi, “Con biét gi thém vé nhan than tay sung khong, ké ma co
theo doi dén NIOS ay?”

“Khong. Lon da phai mot nhém trinh sat dé mat dén han. Ho sé goi ngay
khi xac dinh dugc nhan than han.”

Lai mot khoang nghi. Laurel noéi, “T6i chi to mo la: Khi dy c6 c6 dinh
lay dau van tay han khong?”

“Dau van tay...”

“Luc c6 theo dudi tén ban tia xuéng trung tam thanh phé ay? T6i héi la
vi toi tirng phu trach mot vu ma tham t& chim lam roi mot to tap chi bong
lodng. Do6i twgng nhat n6 1én ho c6 ta. Ching t6i cé duwgce dau van caa han.”

“Cai day thi...,” Sachs diém dam no6i, “T6i khong nghi t&i.”

Bé&i vi néu c6 thi ching ta da xac dinh dwgc cai nhan than chét tiét cua
han r6i. Ma thue té ta c6 xac dinh dugc dau.

Laurel gat gu bi hiém khé c6 thé nhin thau.

T6i chi to mo...

Cau nay nghe phat buc chang thua “phién co.”

Sachs hoi nhan mat, quay di khoi Laurel r6i trao chitng ci¥ tir hién trieong
vu an Lydia Foster cho Mel Cooper. Anh sam soi ch6 chién lgi pham com
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cOi bang noi that vong hét nhw cdm giac cta Sachs.

“Co6 bay nhiéu thoi?”

“E la vay. X165 biét minh dang lam gi.” Sachs xem cho anh chup thi thé
mau me cda Lydia Foster ma co tai vé tir cho t6 hién trwong tai Queens roi
in ra.

Mo6i mim chat, cd6 budc dén mot chi€c bang trang roi dan cac anh nay
len.

“Han tra tan nan nhan,” Laurel ndi khé nhuwng khong kém bat ky phan
tng nao khac.

“Roi lay tat tan tat cac thit cé lién quan dén nhitng lan phién dich cho
Moreno cua Lydia.”

“Nan nhan c6 thé biét gi dugc chit?” pho cong td vién quan thac mac.
“Néu anh ta c6 mot phién dich vién thwong mai di cong tac cung, hién
nhién anh ta khong thé nao mang c6 ta dén gap t6i pham dwoc. Co ta la
nhan ching rat tot dé lam chitng rang Moreno khong phai la khting bd.” Co
ta dé thém, “Y t6i 1a nhé ra c6 ta 1a nhan chirng rat tot.”

Sachs cam thay birng 1én mat noi titc gidan, nguwdi phu nit nay chu trong
dén chuyén mat di mot nhan vat then chot cho cude chién truy té6 Shreve
Metzger hon la dé tam dén céi chét cua Lydia Foster. R6i Sachs nhé lai noi
chéan nan cta chinh minh khi c6 nhin thi thé, mot phan cam giac dy la do co
dén 14y thong tin tir ¢ phién dich vién qua mudn.

CO canh sat noi, “Toi c6 noi chuyén sg qua v6i nan nhan trede do. Toi
biét c0 ta da gap go lanh sy quan Brazil va cac t6 chitc tir thién cia Nga va
Cac Tiéu vuwong quoc A-rdp Thong nhat. Vay thdi.”

T6i khong con co hoi tim hiéu thém, ¢6 suy ngam, van con gian dit véi
ban than. Gia nhv Rhyme c6 mat & day, anh da suy doan ra dwogc co thé cé
hai hung tha. Khi that.

Keé di, c6 nghiém khac suy nghi. Tiép tuc pha an di.

Co nhin Cooper. “Dé xem chiing ta c6 két ndi dwgc cac tinh tiét nao véi
nhau khong. T6i mudn biét Bruns va ké an mat, ai da gai thiét bi no tw ché.
Anh tim dugc gi tr hién truong Java Hut khong Mel?”
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Cooper tra 10i 1a tuy c6 rat it manh moi nhwng anh cling phat hién ra mot
sO thit. T6 Xt ly bom da gt tin cho biét thiét bi no tw ché nay la thiét bi sat
thwong san xuat dai tra, nap day Semtex, chit n6 déo cia Cong hoa Séc.
“May thit nay ban day ngoai thi treong vii khi, kha dé mua néu c6 quen
diung moi,” Cooper gidi thich. “Hau hét khach hang st dung cho muc dich
quan s, ca chinh phu lan linh danh thué.”

Cooper da phan tich cac dau van m¢ Sachs lay dugc tai quan ca phé va
da giri s6 van nay dén IAFIS!®, Két qua tra lai 1a am tinh.

Anh ky thuat vién néi, “Co6 cho t6i nhiéu mau doi chitng rét tot tir quan
Java Hut nhung khong cé nhiéu dau vét cé thé la dau van cta hung tha.
Tuy nhién c6 hai ddu vét khac han, tirc 1a cac chat nay c6 kha nang thudc vé
ké danh bom cua ta. Chat thi nhat la da voi x6i mon, san ho va nhiéu mau
v0 so li ti - ndi cach khac la cat, va la cat tir mot dia diém nhiét ddi. Toi
cling tim thay chat thai hitu co cta loai giap xac.”

“La chat gi?” Laurel hoi.

“Phan cua,” Sachs tra 1oi.

“Chinh xac,” Cooper xac nhan. “Nhung n6i chinh x4c thi chat nay c6 thé
tlr tom hum, tom hum dat, tom, tép riu do va ha bién nita. C6 trén 65.000
loai gidp xac. Nhung t6i chac chan véi co chat nay thwong thdy & cac bai
bién vung Caribé. Va chat nay chita dau tich khép véi nudc bién sau khi
boc hoi.”

Sachs chau may. “Vay cé kha nang han la ké & khach san South Cove
tredc khi Moreno bi ban. Thuwdng cat con dinh lai sau mot tuan khong?”

“Pay la cat hat min. Phai, c6 thé dinh lai chi¢. Cat nhiéu khi dinh d
lam.”

“Anh con phat hién dugc gi nita ha Mel?”

“MGot thit t6i chwra hé thdy tai bat ci hién trwong vu an nao - axit 1,5-
dicaffeoylquinic.”

“Ttc 1a?”

“Cynarine,” Cooper vira néi vira doc ti* mot co s@ dit liéu may tinh vé
cac chat héa hoc. “O dang thuong gip nhat chinh 1a thanh phan hoat tinh
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sinh hoc cna atis6. Chat nay lam atiso c6 vi ngot dac trung.”

“Va hung thu ctia ching ta dé lai nhitng chat nay?”

“Khong noi chac dwgc nhwng t6i tim thdy mot it chat nay trén bac thém
cua Java Hut, trén nam dam ctra va trén mot manh bom tu ché.”

Sachs gat gu. Atiso. La lung nhuvng kham nghiém hién truwong la vay.
Thém nhiéu méanh ghép cho bitc tranh.

“Khong con gi khac.”

“Java Hut chi c6 vay thoi?”

«(y »

“Vay la ta van khong biét ai cai bom.”

R0i c6 va Cooper chuyén sang hién treong Lydia Foster.

“Trwdc tién,” anh ky thuat vién noi, dau hat vé phia mé anh chup xac nan
nhan, “vét thwong do dao. Chung trong kha bat thwong, rat hep. Nhung
chang c6 co s& dir liéu nao nén ta khéng biét dugc.”

Hoa Ky, noi ra doi Hiép hoi Sting treong Quoc gia, la kinh d6 sting ong
cta thé gigi. Cac truong hop chét do dao thwong xdy ra tai Vuwong quoc
Anh va cac nuwdc c6 luat kiém soat sing nghiém ngat. Nhung tai My, véi
thuc trang sung ong tran lan, dao la hung khi giét nguwoi twong déi hiém,
nén chwa c6 co quan chap phap nao tong hgp co s@ dit liéu anh so vé vét
thwong do dao, chi it 1a Sachs va Rhyme khong biét cai nao.

Mac du c6 chac chan han da deo gang, Sachs van ldy cac dau van tir
xung quanh - va trén xac Lydia Foster. Ta khong bao gio biét dugc liéu
hung thu cé céi gang ra @ mot thoi diém nao dé khong. Nhuwng trong treong
hop Java Hut, co s@ dit liéu ty dong tra lai két qua am tinh.

“Dung nhw t6i du liéu,” co6 lau bau. “Nhung t6i tim thdy mot sgi toc
khong khép cac mau giam dinh. D4y, trong phong bi.” Sachs trao phong bi
cho anh k¥ thuat vién. “T6c nau, ngan. C6 thé cia hung thu. Hay nhé rang
ha s1 Poitier c6 néi ké tim hiéu day phong ctia Moreno vao hom truéc an
mang c6 mai toc nau ngén. A, cé dinh kém nang téc ddy.”

“Tot. bé t6i dwa vao CODIS.”

Co s@ dir liéu ADN toan quoc nay dang 16n dan theo cap s6 nhan. Cé thé
chu sgi toc nay cé tén trong hé thong. Néu vay thi chang bao 1au, ho sé cé
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duwgc nhan than han va, nhiéu kha nang, ca dia diém hién tai cia han nita.

Sachs bat dau xem qua cac ching c con lai. Du hung tht da lay di toan
bo cac ho so, thiét bi may tinh va thiét bi lwu trit c6 kha nang dé cap dén
Robert Moreno, c6 da tim ra mot thit cé thé lién quan tryc tiép t6i vu an.
Mot héa don Starbucks. Thoi gian in trén dau héa don la chiéu ngay 1
thang 5. Pay c6 1€ la thdi diém Moreno c6 cudc gap riéng ma Lydia khong
duwgce tham dw, Sachs nhé lai. Nhiéu kha nang c6 thé xac dinh dwgc van
phong ma nha hoat dong chinh tri nay da dén.

Ngay mai c6 sé dén noi d6 - mdt toa nha trén dwong Chambers.

Sachs va Cooper ban ludn cac ddu vét con lai tt can hd ctia Lydia nhung
khong tach biét dugc nhiéu. Cooper chay mot mau gidam dinh qua may sac
ky khi r6i ngwdc 1én nhin vé phia hai ngwoi phu nit. “Tim dugc mot thi
day. Mot thyc vat. Tén Glycyrrhiza glabra - mot loai ho dau, dai khai nhw
do hoac dau Ha Lan. Co ban thi day la cam thao Au.”

Sachs néi, “Tiéu hoi hwong hay hoa h6i?”

“Khong, khong cé lién quan, mac du vi ctia ching giong nhau.”

Nance Laurel té ra hoang mang. “Nay dén gid anh c6 tra citu gi dau. Nao
cynarine, nao glycyrrhiza... To6i xin 16i nhwng lam sao anh biét duwgc may
th nay?”

Cooper day chiéc kinh gong den trén song miii r6i dap, nhw thé rat hién
nhién, “T6i lam viéc cho Lincoln Rhyme ma lai.”
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Cudi cung ho ciling c6 thé nghi xa hoi. Pa tim ra tén that cta tay sung.

T6 trinh sat thuoc Pon vi Cong tac Dac biét cua dai iy Myers da theo
doi tén ban tia tir tong bo NIOS dén nha han. Han xudng xe tai Carroll
Gardens 16i di b6 dén mot can nha thudc s& hitu cia Barry va Margaret
Shales. Viéc tién hanh tra cttu dya trén phuwong tién da trd vé mot tam anh
chup chan dung Shales. R6 rang la cung mét nguwdi ma chiéu hom dy Sachs
da theo dudi va dung may anh dién thoai chup hinh lai.

Barry Shales ba muoi chin tu6i. Ciu quan nhan - lam dén cap bac Pai ty
khong quan thi vé huwu, nhiéu lan duwgc trao tang huan chwong. Han hién
dang lam “chuyén vién tinh bado” dan sy cho NIOS. Han va vg - mé6t gido
vién - c6 hai con trai dang hoc tiéu hoc. Shales hoat dong rat nang né tai
nha tho Giao hoi Trueéng Lao va tinh nguyén lam gia su day doc cho treong
cua hai dira con trai.

Biét dwogc tiéu st nay, Sachs dam lo. Phan nhiéu nhitng hung tha c6 va
Rhyme dudi bat déu la td6i pham day dan, nhitng ké pham tdi hang loat,
trum tdi pham c6 t6 chitc, toi pham loan than hay khing bé. Nhung vu an
nay thi khac. Shales c6 1€ la mot cong chirc tan tuy, c6 1é la mot nguoi
chong va ngwoi cha duwong hoang. Mot ngwdi chi thwe thi nhiém vy, cho du
nhiém vu nay doi hoi phdi ban nhitng tén khiing b6 mot cach mau lanh. Khi
han bi bat va két t6i, mot gia dinh sé tan nat. C6 thé bay 1au, Metzger lgi
dung NIOS hong thue hién cai phwong thitc bao an dat nwdc do twdng cta 'y
va st dung mot chuyén vién dé phi tang. Nhung con Shales? Co thé han chi
tuan theo ménh 1énh.

Dau cho han khong phai la ké da tra tan va giét Lydia Foster, han van
thudc cai té chitc nhiéu kha nang da lam chuyén dé.
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Sachs goi cho Lon Sellitto ké vé phat hién ctia ho. Ro6i c6 bam s6 goi dén
Cuc Théng tin, yéu cau moi di¥ kién ma ho dao dugc vé Barry Shales -
quan trong nhat la han da & dau va lam gi vao ngay 9 thang 5, thoi diém
xdy ra vu no sung.

Dbién thoai phong giam dinh reo 1én va Sachs, dé y thdy tén ngudi goi,
nhan nit loa ngoai. “Fred.”

Co khong lo rang X165 dang nghe trom dudng day dién thoai nay.
Rodney Szamek da gri dén mot thiét bi ma anh goi la “bay trom”, c6 thé
phat hién bat ky nguwdi nao nghe trém. Man hinh thiét bi cho thady cudéc dam
thoai nay la riéng tu.

“Amelia. Tin t6i nghe c6 that khong day? Anh ban ctia hai chiing ta dang
tam nang ¢ vung Caribé.”

Sy ngac nhién cua anh khoa trwong dén noi Sachs phai mim cuwoi.
Cooper cting vay. Nance Laurel thi khong.

“Tat nhién la that roi, Fred.”

“Tai sao, tai sao cac nhiém vu cua toi lai dwa t6i dén nhitng dia diém
nghi mat tuyét voi cia Nam Bronx!8! va Newark!%2! co chi#? Trong khi
ngai Lincoln Rhyme thi nam dai trén bai bién, dwgc thanh pho New York
dai tho? Cong bang & dau chit? Co6 phéi han ta dang hwéng thu may thitc
udng mau me c6 cam 6 va que khudy nhyra hinh hai ma khong thé?”

“Hinh nhw anh 4y tw lo chi phi day, Fred. Ma sao anh biét duw6i day
nguoi ta phuc vu do udng c6 que khudy nhya hinh hai ma chid?”

“Bi c0 phat hién ro6i,” anh diép vién thui nhan. “May loai c6 dira l1a mén
rudt cta tdi. Ma vu an thé nao ré6i? Vu giét ngudi tai Pai 16 S6 3 ay, c6 lién
quan ha? Lydia Foster dy. To6i thay trén bang tin tdi pham.”

“E 1a c6 lién quan. Ching to6i nghi day la mot vu phi tang diu vét, c6 1é
do Metzger ra lénh.”

“Me no,” Dellray vang tuc. “Thang cha nay dién nang r6i.”

“Chac chan y dién that.” Sachs ciing ké cho anh nghe ho phat hién c6 hai
hung thu. “Chuing t6i van khong r6 ké nao trong s6 chiing cai bom & quan
ca phé.”
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“Cha, t6i tim dwgc vai thong tin ma c6 cé thé thdy hing tha ddy.”

“Anh ndi di. Gi cling dugc.”

“Trwdc tién, chiéc di dong ma ké ban tia cua co dang st dung - cai dién
thoai dang ky tén Ngai Mat Danh Don Bruns, cung s6 An sinh Xa hdi gia
va mot cong ty Delaware ay? Cong ty nay bi chon khéa sau nhung toi da
truy ra xudt X cia no la ti vai té chitc vo boc ma NIOS tirng st dung. Cé
16 d6 1a ly do cai dién thoai ddy van con hoat dong. Thuwong thi chinh pha
nghi ho thong minh lam nén khong thé bi phat hién. Hoac twéng ho 16n
lam. Nhung coi nhu t6i khong c6 néi thé.”

“Tot lam. Cam on anh, Fred.”

“Va hoa ra ong ban Moreno qua c6 vi dai khong cé du dinh danh bom
huay diét hang loat r6i chuyén vao hang dong gi dau.”

Anh dang dé cap dén thong diép bi an cua Robert Moreno vé viéc “bién
mat vao khong trung, ngay 24 thang 5.”

“Thong diép do nghia la sao?” Sachs hoi.

Chang diép vién FBI néi tiép, “Xem ra la choi chit théi. Sy thyc la thé
nay: Mdy ngudi cua bon téi ¢ duwdi Venezuela phat hién Moreno va gia dinh
anh ta dinh don dén mé6t can nha méi vao ngay 24.”

Anh cho ho biét cu thé hon: Robert Moreno dd mua mot can nha bon
phong ngu tai thanh pho San Cristobal thudc Venezuela, mdt trong nhitng
khu thwgng lwu & nwdc nay. Khu nay nam trén dinh nui.

Khong trung...

Nghe xong, Laurel gat gu, hai long thdy rd. Vay la Moreno c6 1& khong
phai la phién ban Bin Laden cia Ban cau Tay.

Phadi lam vui 1ong ban hoi tham, Sachs suy nghi mét cach nhao béang.

Chang diép vién tiép tuc, “A, con vu tdn cong bing bom tw ché & thanh
pho Mexico vao ngay 13 thang 5? Cha, vu nay hoi bi vui dé. Tinh tiét duy
nhat c6 lién quan dén Moreno vao ngay hom day tai thanh phé Mexico
chinh 1a mot sy kién gdy quy kha 1é6n cho mot t6 chitc tir thién ma anh ta
tham gia - Lop hoc cho Cac nuwdc chau My. Su kién Ngay Bong Bong. Moi
nguwoi mua nhitng bong béng gia muwdi do la roi lam nod noé dé tring giai bén

https://thuviensach.vn



trong. Bon ho c6 hon mot nghin bong bong. T6i phéi néi la, phdi cta toi
khong lam n6i nhiém vu nhw vay.”

Sachs ngo6i phich xuéng, mat nham lai. Chda oi.

Ta tim nguoi nao cho né tung chiing dugc khong?...

“Cam on anh, Fred.” C6 ngat may.

Nghe xong cac phat hién nay, Laurel néi, “Hay thdt, an twgng dau tién
doi khi lai sai hoan toan. Nhi?” Co6 ta khong co vé gi la ha hé nhung Sachs
cling chang biét chac.

Phieén cé...

Téi chi to mo la...

Sachs 10i dién thoai ra goi cho Lincoln Rhyme.

Vira bat mdy, anh da néi: “Chac minh nén mua mét con tac ke hoa qua.”

Khong phai la “Chao em” hay “Sachs.”

“MGot... con than lan?”

“Chung n6 ciing ngo lam. Anh chwa thay con nao doi mau ca. Em c6 biét
ching d6i mau nhu thé nao khong, Sachs? D6 goi la déi mau sinh ly.
Ching st dung hién tirgng dan truyeén tin hiéu giita cac té bao noi tiét to dé
kich hoat cac thay doéi vé té bao sac td trong da. Anh thay that 1y thi. Ma vu
an ra sao bén day r6i?”

Co0 thuat lai cac dién bién.

Rhyme ngam nghi. “Anh thdy cling c6 ly, hai hung tha khéac nhau.
Metzger khong dung tén ban tia nha nghé ctia y & New York dé phi tang
dau. Nhé ra anh phai nghi t6i chuyén day roi.”

Nhé ra em ciing vay, c6 tram ngam mot cach buén ba. Hinh dung ra thi
thé ctia Lydia Foster.

“Tai 1én cho anh mot birc anh chup Shales, tir bang 1ai hay thé quan nhan
cling dugc.”

“Pugc. N6i chuyén xong em lam ngay.” R6i bang mdt giong bui ngui, co
ké anh nghe chi tiét vé cai chét ctia Lydia, c6 phién dich vién cho Moreno.

“Tra tan sao?”

C0 mo ta tinh tiét dung dao.

“K¥ thuat gay an khéac biét,” anh danh gia. “Tinh tiét day c6 thé c6 ich.”
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Co6 1é anh mudn noi la hung tht nao dung dao hay mot hung khi co hoc
khac, nhuv gdy, thuwong dé lai vét thwong nhat quan tr nan nhan nay dén nan
nhan khac, va diéu nay khién ta dé xac dinh han. C6 ciing dé y thay loi
nhan xét mang tinh khoa hoc va khach quan nay la phan tng duy nhat cia
anh doi vdi vu tan cong kinh hoang.

Nhung Lincoln Rhyme la thé. C6 biét diéu do, co6 chap nhan diéu dé. Va
mot thoang, co ty hoi tai sao cung mot thai do twong tw ¢ Nance Laurel lai
khién c6 buc boi dén vay.

Co hoi, “Con duéi vung Caribé am &p day thi sao?”

“Ciing khong cé tién trién gi nhiéu, Sachs. Bon anh bi quan thuc tai gia.”

“Ha?”

“Du sao thi ngay mai cling xong xu6i th6i.” Anh r6 rang khong mudn noéi
thém, c6 1€ do lo lang la dwdng day cta anh bi nghe trom. “Anh phai di day.
Thom dang ndu mon gi ddy cho bita t6i. Chac xong xudi réi. Ma bita nao
em ciling nén thi rvgu rum den di. Ciling kha ngon, u tit dwong day.”

“Cho em bd qua mén rugu rum di. N6 gan véi mot sé ky e khong lay
lam dé chiu. That ra em cling cha nh¢& gi dé goi la ky trc.”

“Bay gio em thay vu an nhw thé nao, Sachs? Em cé con chu trwong giai
quyét bang chinh sach va chinh tri nita khong? Giao hét cho Quoc hoi lo
chang?”

“Khong. Khong con nita. Chi can nhin hién trwong vu an tai nha Lydia
Foster la em bi thuyét phuc réi. Co6 vai thang chdé ma chét tiét nhing tay
vao vu ndy. Va tui né sé sém bi ha guc théi. A, ma Rhyme ndy: Néu anh c6
nghe tin gi vé mot vu n6 bom tw ché & day thi dirng lo, em khong sao hét.”
Co giai thich vé vu n6 pha huy chiéc may tinh tai quan ca phé ma khong di
sau vao chi tiét co suyt mat mang.

R6i anh noi, “Dwdi nay cling kha dé chiu ddy, Sachs. Chac bita nao
ching minh sé trg lai day - khong vi cong viéec dau.”

“Pi nghi mat ha. U, Rhyme, di thi di.”

“0 day em khong phéng xe nhanh dugc dau. Giao thong té 1am.”

Co noéi, “Trwdc gio em van muon thir lai mo t6 nwdc. Con anh thi di
bién.”
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“Anh tam bién r6i,” anh noéi véi co.

“That ha?”

“U, that. Sau nay anh ké cho nghe.”

Co noi, “Nh¢g anh 1am.” C6 ngat may trudc khi anh kip néi nhé cé.

Hoac la khong noi.

Nance Laurel nhan mdt cudc goi trén di dong cua minh. Sachs dé y rang
cb ta citng ngudi lai khi thay tén ngwoi goi. Khi c6 ta bat may, tong giong
ctia co pho cong t6 vién quan mach bao cho Sachs biét ngay day la chuyén
ca nhan, khong lién quan dén vu an. “0, chao anh... Anh thé nao?”

Nguwoi phu nit quay mat khéi Sachs va Cooper, kin ddo hét sttc cé thé.
Nhung Sachs van nghe dwgc. “Anh can may thi day? Em twdng anh khong
can chit. Em dong gdi hét ca roi.”

La that. Sachs chwa titng nghi c6 cong t6 vién lai c6 mot cudc song ca
nhan. Co6 ta khong deo nhan dinh hon hay nhan cuwéi - thuc sy rat it ni
trang. Sachs c6 thé muwong twong co ta di nghi mat cuing me hay chi em gai,
rat kho hinh dung Nance Laurel trong vai tro nguwdi vg hay ngudi yéu.

Van nang niu cudc tro chuyén ctia minh, Laurel néi vao dién thoai.
“Khong, khong. Em biét may thit day ¢ dau ma.”

Tong giong gi thé nay?

Sachs nhan ra: Co ta dang dé ton thuwong, khong c6 kha nang ty vé.
Ngudi ma co6 ta dang tro chuyén sé hitu mot thit quyén hanh ca nhan gi dé
d6i véi co ta. Mot cudc chia tay chwa tan vo hoan toan chang? C6 thé lam.

Laurel ngat may, ngoi mot lat, nhw dé binh tam lai. R6i c6 ta ding day,
xach vi Ién. “T6i c6 chuyén phai gidi quyét.”

That la khi thay co ta xtic dong dén thé.

Sachs bong dung héi, “Toi giup duwgc gi khong?”

“Khong dau. Toi sé gdp co sang mai. Sang mai... toi quay lai.”

Nam chat chiéc cdp ho so, cd cong td vién budc khoi phong khach va ra
ngoai qua ctra trwdc cua can biét thy pho. Sachs dé y thdy goc lam viéc cia
cO ta van con bira bon, ho so bi xdo tron va roi vai khap noi - hoan toan trai
nguoc vai cach co ta sap xép do dac t6i qua.
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Khi Sachs nhin cham chdp vé phia chiéc ban, mot manh gidy dap vao
mat c6. Co budc t¢i va cam manh gidy 1én. Co doc:

Nguoi giri: Phé Cong To vién Qudn Nance Laurel

Gwi dén: Cong To Vién Franklin Levine (Hat Manhattan)

V/v: Vu Truy To Metzger Va Bong Pham. Cdp Nhdt, Thit Ba 16 Thdng 5

Trong qud trinh nghién citu cdc manh moéi cta vu dn, toéi dd xdc dinh
duwoc nguoi tai xé cua cong ty Elite Limousines dd chd Robert Moreno di
khdp thanh pho vao ngay 1 thdng 5. Tén ngudi tai xé la Atash Farada. C6
nhiéu tinh tiét dang xem xét tw nghién cttu cua toi, cé lién quan tryc tiép
dén vu an.

1. Robert Moreno di cung mét phu nir ngoai ba muoi tudi, nhiéu khd
ndng la nguoi hé téng thué hodc gdi mai dam. C6 thé anh ta da trd cho co
ta mot lvgng tien mdt “ddng ké”. Tén c6 ta la “Lydia”.

2. Khi dén moét dia diém trong trung tdm thanh phé, anh ta va nguoi phu
nit nay dé tai xé ngoi cho trong xe limo trong nhiéu gio. Farada c6 cdm
tuéng Moreno khéng muén Farada biét minh di dau.

3. Nguoi tai xé dwa ra mt dong co' ly gidi tw twong bai My cua Moreno.
Mot nguoi ban than bi linh My giét trong cuéc xam lvgc Panama vao thdng
12 nam 1989.

Sachs strng sot. Ban ghi nh¢ nay gan nhu y hét bitc email ¢6 da giti cho
Laurel trude do, theo chi thi cia C6 giam sat. Trir mot vai cho chinh stra.

Nguoi gui: Tham Tir Amelia Sachs, so canh Sat New York

Gwri dén: Pho Cong T6 vién Qudn Nance Laurel

V/Av: Vu An Mang Moreno, Cap Nhat, Thit Ba 16 Thang 5

Trong qud trinh nghién cttu cdc manh moéi cua vu dn, toéi da xdc dinh
duoc tai xé cua cong ty Elite Limo (tén la Atash Farada), nguoi dd ché
Robert Moreno di khdp thanh pho vao ngay 1 thdng 5. Sau khi thdo ludn
v0i anh ta, toi phdt hién ra nhiéu tinh tiét quan trong doéi vdi cudc diéu tra:

1. Robert Moreno di cung mét phu ni¥ ngodai ba muwoi tudi nhiéu khd
ndng la nguoi ho tong thué hodc gdi bdn dam. Téi cling da xét dén khad
ndng liéu co ta co phdi la khiing b6 hay ddc vu nao khdc khong. Cé6 thé anh
ta da tra cho c6 ta mét lvgng tién mdt “ddng ké”. Tén co ta la Lydia.
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2. Khi dén mét dia diém trong trung tam thanh phé, anh ta va ngudi phu
ni* nay dé nguoi tai xé cho trong mét thoi gian. Tai xé c6 cdm tudng
Moreno khéng muén minh biét anh ta va Lydia di ddu.

3. Tai xé dé xudt mot dong co' ly gidi hoat dong bai My. Ban thdan bi giét
trong cudc xam luvgc Panama.

Laurel an cap coéng lao ciia minh.

Khong nhitng thé, c6 ta con di chinh stta me né nita.

Sachs xem qua nita ta cac ban ghi nhé khac ma c6 da tan tam viét va gui
cho c6 phé cong t6 vién quan.

Phién cé...

Sachs thay phién chit sao khong - bdi toan bd cho ho so nay da bi chinh
stta dé nghe nhw chinh Laurel 1a nguwdi thuce hién cudc nghién ctru. That sy
thi cai tén Sachs khong hé xuat hién trén bat ky mot td gidy nao. Tén cua
Rhyme thi dugc néu bat ré rang con Sachs hau nhw bi loai hoan toan khoi
cudc diéu tra.

Khon kiép. Chuyén nay la sao day?

Co luc qua may chong ho so tim cau tra 16i. Nhiéu tai liéu trong s6 nay la
ban sao y kién cta toa va cac ho so phap ly.

Nhung h6 so nam & dudi cung thi khac.

Va no giai thich rat nhiéu chuyén.

Sachs liéc nhin Mel Cooper, lic nay dang khom ngudi nhin vao kinh
hién vi. Nay gio anh khong thdy c6 an cap gidy to cua Laurel. Sachs lay ho
so cO vira phat hién roi sao chép n6, tuén ban sao vao vi minh. Cé trad ban
goc lai goc lam viéc cua Laurel, can than dé to nay vao dung vi tri ban dau
cua n6. Mac du khong gian lam viéc nay c6 vé bwra bon, nhung Sachs
khong 1ay 1am la néu c6 Cong t6 vién nay thudc long vi tri clia titng to gidy
- va kep gidy - trudc khi ra ve.

Sachs muon chac chan nguwdi phu nit nay khong biét rang c6 ta da bi lat
tay.
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“Pai uy Rhyme, anh thdy do r6i phai khong?”

Sau m6t khoang nghi vira du: “T6i d& roi,” anh trd 16i McPherson, ong
phd canh sat truong Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas. “Cam on 6ng da hoi
tham. Chung t6i thu xép hanh ly xong roi va sé 1én duwong ra san bay ngay.”
Di dong ciia Rhyme dang phat loa ngoai.

Bay gio la 8 gio sang va Rhyme dang trong phong khach cua day phong
khach san oi bitc va nom qua chirng. Thom va Pulaski dang ngo6i duwéi mai
hién, nham nhi ca phé, bau ban véi hai con tac ke hoa.

Mot khoang nghi. “Toi hoi anh mot cau duge khong, dai ity Rhyme?”

“Chac la dugc.” Giong anh nghe c6 vé buc doc. Mét méi. Tu ting.

“Co6 mot diéu anh néi t6i thay rat khé hiéu.”

“DPiéu gi vay?”

“Anh n6i anh chic ching t6i may man trong vu muu sat c6 sinh vién
nguoi My.”

“Phai r6i?”

“Nhwng c6 gai nay chét vi tai nan ma. Uéng rwou xong di boi.”

Rhyme dé nhiéu gidy im ling don lai, nhw thé minh khong hidu. “A,
udng rrgu roi boi méi la la day.”

“Y anh 1a sao, dai dy?”

“T6i khong han la c6 thoi gian ban luan chuyén nay, pho6 canh sat triedng.
Chung t6i phai ra san bay ngay. T6i sé dé cho ong...”

“Xin anh... Anh that sy nghi c6 sinh vién nay bi muu sat u?”

“Phai, to6i chac chan.”

Cai chét cua nit sinh vién dy qua ding la mwu sat. Anh da rut ra két luan
nay, trong lic vira thwdng thitc mon thit 6¢ xa ctr chién bot tai quan Bao T6
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vita xem qua cho anh ghé tdém chup tai hién trwong. Tuy nhién, anh da
quyét dinh dan long khong néi suy nghi ctia minh cho ha si Poitier biét
ngay luc do.

Ong phé canh sat treéng noi, “Xin anh néi tiép.”

“Néi tiép?” Rhyme hoi, giong ra chiéu roi tri.

“Phai, noi ti€p suy nghi ctia anh di. Rat ly ky.”

Chting ta cho thoi co...

“Co ly ky thi toi cling phai ra san bay. Chic may man lan nita, ngai pho
canh sat trudng.”

“Khoan! Xin anh ddy! Pai iy Rhyme, cé thé hom qua tdi hoi hap tap.
Hom qua la mot sy c6 dang tiéc xdy ra tai vinh Clifton théi. Ma suy cho
cung thi ha si Poitier cling da khong tuan theo ménh leénh.”

“N0i toac ra, phé canh sat trvong a, theo kinh nghiém trong nganh cta
toi, thi ai khong phuc ting ménh 1énh nhat thwong dat dugc két qua tot
nhat.”

“Phai, c6 1é dung thé that. Nhung anh cé thé cho t6i biét vai suy nghi
ve...”
Rhyme noi nhanh, “May ra toi giup dugc...” Gigng anh nho di.

“Vang?”

“Nhung doi lai t6i mudén ha si Poitier dwgc phuc chire.”

“Cau ta that ra chwa han bi giang chitc. Giady to hién con nam trén ban
lam viéc cua toi. Nhung toi da ky gi dau.”

“T6t. Va toi mudn vao hién trueong vu an Robert Moreno tai khach san
South Cove, cling nhu c6 dugc bado cdo kham nghiém ttr thi va 4o quan cua
ba nan nhan. Va bat ky chitng ct nao c6 lién quan tryc tiép duwgc thu thap
tai ddy - nhat la vién dan. T6i phai xem vién dan day.”

Mot tiéng gd nhe phat ra tir loa ngoai. Ong phé canh sat truéng 16 rang
khong quen thvong lugng.

Rhyme thodng nhin nhitng ngudi con lai, mat troi bat dau nha anh nang
huy hoang chay bong 1én trén nguoi ho. Pulaski toét miéng cwoi khich lé
anh.
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Sau mot khoang lang, 6ng ph6 canh sat trudng néi, “Pugc lam, dai uy.
Anh c6 thé nao dén van phong cta t6i ngay bay gid dé ban luan van dé nay
khong?”

“Mién la cong sv cua toi cling ¢ ddy, duge khong?”

“Cong sy cua anh?”

“Ha si Poitier.”

“Téat nhién roi. Toi sap xép ngay.”
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Van phong cta ong pho canh sat truong tai Canh lyc Hoang gia
Bahamas t6i tan mot cach sang trong, giong nha dan hon van phong quan
chtc.

Phong khach toat 1én mot bau khong khi thudc dia, khién Rhyme cam
thdy thodi mai nhu ¢ nha. Khong gian lam viéc cia chinh anh, phong giam
dinh dwgc ché lai tir can phong khach cé ttr thdi Victoria. Tuy toa nha Canh
lyc Hoang gia Bahamas mé&i hon, nhung van phong ctia McPherson noi day
mang bong dang mot thoi dai xwa cii - véi chiéc di vang boc vai in hoa, mot
b6 chau rira kém binh rét, tu 4o 16n bang go soi, nhitng chiéc dén téa sac
vang va, trén twong, nhiéu anh chup nhitng ngwdi nhat dinh tirng 1a toan
quyén hodc quan chitc twong ty. Vai bo dong phuc trang trong - mét bo
trang tinh, m6t b6 mau xanh hai quan - treo citng céap trén gia.

Tat nhién van hién hitu mot vai nét chdm pha dwong dai: nhitng ta ho so
mau xam cii nat, ba cai dién thoai di dong nam trén chiéc ban lam viéc mau
be va hai b6 may tinh d6 sd. NGi tr6i trén birc twong la mot ban do chi tiét
cua dao New Providence.

Khéng khi trong nay dm ap - hé thong diéu hoa dang gong minh chay -
con d6 am thi & mitc cao. Rhyme suy ra McPherson hau nhw luén dé ma
clra sO va tredc dé da lam mat phong bang may diéu hoa dé tiép dén nhitng
vi khach cua minh vao sang nay. Suy luan nay dugc mot ké tham dy khac
cing c6 - mot con tac ké hoa ngobi trén ria trong cita so.

Nguoi dan 6ng cao 16n, mac dong phuc kaki thang thém, ditng day bat
tay Rhyme mot cach can than. “Anh khée khong, dai iy Rhyme?”

“T6i khoe. Toi chi can nghi ngoi chut la dwoc.”

“Vay tot qua r6i.”
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Ong ta bét tay ca Pulaski va Thom. M6t 14t sau Mychal Poitier budc
ngap ngung vao phong. Moi nguoi chao nhau.

Ong phé canh sat truéng ngdi xudng roi thinh linh vao thing van deé
chinh, mat nhiu lai sam soi Rhyme. “Bdy gio ta néi vé chuyén c6 sinh vién.
Moi anh. Anh n6i dé la an mang ma.”

Rhyme déap, “Pung vay, nan nhan nhat dinh bi sat hai c6 cha dich. Viéc
dé da dugc 1én ké hoach trwdc. Va téi nghi nan nhan bi danh trwéce khi
chét.”

“Bi danh?” Poitier nghiéng dau.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy n6i, “Manh méi chinh 1a ni trang trén nguwdi nan
nhan. Trong cac tdm anh chuyp hién tredng vu an, toi dé y thay xuyén tay,
dong ho, nhan ngon tay va nhan ngén chan déu bang vang. Nhung day
chuyén lai lam bang nhiéu 14 bac. Vang va bac ma deo chung hinh nhw
chang an nhap lam.”

“N6i vay...?” ong phé canh sat tredng toan néi. R6i im bat. Rhyme da
chau may vi bi ngat 19i.

“T6i nghi ké tdn cong danh nan nhan kha tan té va muon che day diéu
nay. Khi xong xu6i, han nhdn chim nan nhéan roi deo day chuyén vao. Han
biét la Iii ca an xac thoi sé bi cai day kim loai sang bong ay thu hiit - toi da
doc vé chi tiét nay trén chuyén bay dén day. Toi cho la diéu nay cé ghi
trong tat ca cac cam nang du lich, canh bao du khach khong mang thi gi
1ap lanh trén nguoi. Bac thi dac biét thu hidt bai vi n6 giéng vay ca, giong
con hon ca vang. Lii cad x& ly tat cd chitng c cua viéc bi danh dap bang
cach ria di gan hét da mat nan nhan.

“Chung ta biét hung tha da 1én toan bo ké hoach nay ti tréc béi vi han
mang day chuyén bac theo.”

Poitier héi, “Tai sao han lai lam vay? Khoéng c6 chitng ct cho thay sw
xam hai tinh duc.”

“Cé Ié la dé tra thu. Nhung t6i c6 mot vai suy nghi c6 thé dan dat ching
ta di xa hon nita. Ching ta can phdi trao doi vdi bac si kham nghiém. Toi
muon biét cac két qua xét nghiém mau cua ti thi.” Khi 6ng pho canh sat
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trrdng van nhin Rhyme chdam chap, nha khoa hoc hinh sy néi véi 6ng ta,
“Biét ngay bay gio sé rat co ich.”

“Phai, tat nhién r6i.” McPherson nhiac 6ng nghe tir chiéc dién thoai ban
roi goi mot cudc. Ong ta néi trong chdc 1at véi mot ngwdi c6 vé 1a thu ky
hay trg ly, roi ong ta no6i vao dién thoai, “T6i khong can biét dng ay cé
dang giai phau hay khong. Lat 6ng dy quay lai thi cai xac van nam chét y
vay thoi. Pi goi ong dy di.”

Sau mot khoang ling ngin, McPherson tré lai cudc néi chuyén. Ong ta
nhin Rhyme, tay cam dién thoai xa khoi tai minh. “Cé két qua day r6i. Bac
si khdm nghiém dang dé ban bao cdo tredc mat minh.”

Nha khoa hoc hinh s héi, “Con trong mau?”

Cau héi dugce ddt ra cho dau day bén kia. Sau do6: “Khong cham khong
béy.”

Pulaski néi, “Chuwa say vé mat luat phap nhung cling map mé.”

Rhyme hoi nhanh, “Nan nhan uéng gi?”

Poitier néi, “Chiing tdi tim thdy rwou rum Bacardi, 80 d6'%3!, va Coca-
Cola trong xe. Déu da khui.”

“Loai it dwong hay loai thwong? Chai nwéc ngot ay.”

“Loai thuwong.”

Rhyme ben noi véi McPherson, “Hoi bac si kham nghiém lwong gluco
trong ti thi. Ma t6i khong hoi két qua trong hé mach mau. May két qua day
khong dang tin cdy, qua trinh tong hgp gluco van tiép dién sau khi tir vong.
T6i mudn nong d6 dich thuay tinh co.” Anh giai thich. “Khéng c6 enzim
phan gidi glucé trong day.”

McPherson nhin tran tréi. That ra thi moi nguwdi trong phong déu nhw
vay.

Rhyme s6t rudt noéi tiép, “Toi mudn biét lwgng glucé tir dich thuy tinh
trong mat nan nhan. Pay 1a quy trinh chuan. T6i chac chan ngudi ta da
phan tich ro6i.”

McPherson chuyén cau hoi cho dau day bén kia. Cau trd 10i la 4,2
miligram trén moi decilit.
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“Thap & mic thuwong.” Nha khoa hoc hinh sy mim cuwdi. “Biét ngay ma.
Nan nhan khéng uéng rugu dé tiéu khién. Néu nan nhan pha Coca va rum
vao nhau thi luvgng gluco sé cao hon. Hung tht ép nan nhan nuét mot it rum
khong pha r6i sau do dé lai chai nwdc ngot da mé nap hong dan canh la nan
nhan da pha hai thi nay.” Rhyme quay tr¢ lai v6i ong phé canh sat trudng
lan nita. “Xét nghiém thu6c?”

Cau hoi nay lai dugc dat ra cho dau day bén kia.

“Am tinh hét.”

“T6t,” Rhyme hao hitng. “Ching ta cé tién trién roi. Bay gio ching ta
can diéu tra cong viéc ctia nan nhan.”

Poitier n6i, “Nan nhan la nhan vién ban hang ban thoi gian tai Nassau.”

“Khong, khong phai cong viéc day. Y t6i 1a cong viéc 1am gai ban dam
kia.”

“Ha? Sao anh biét?”

“Mdy tam anh.” Anh liéc nhin Poitier. “May tdm cau cho t6i xem trén
iPad cua cau ddy. Nan nhan c6 nhiéu vét tiém trén canh tay. Mau nan nhan
am tinh déi va&i thudc an than hodc thudc khac, diéu ching ta vira mdi biét,
vay thi tai sao cé cac vét tiém nay? Khong thé la insulin, nguwdi bi tiéu
dwong khong tiém vao tinh mach ¢ ddy. Ma la c6 1€ - t6i noi c6 18 thoi chw
khong chac chan - nan nhan di xét nghiém mau dinh ky xem c6 bénh lay
truyén qua duong tinh duc khong.”

“Gai ban dam.” Ong pho canh sét trwdng ra chiéu hai 1ong khi biét diéu
nay. C6 gai nguoi My chét duwdi sy quan ly ctia 6ng ta suy cho cung chang
phai la sinh vién ngay tho.

“Ong dap may dwogc roi.” Mit Rhyme ha xuéng nhin chiéc dién thoai,
dang lung lang nhu con lac bat dong.

McPherson lam theo, sau mot 10i chao dot ngot véi vi bac si kham
nghiém.

“Vay ching ta lam gi tiép theo?” Poitier hoi.

“Tim ra noi nan nhan lam viéc,” Pulaski noi, “va ga khach.”

Rhyme gat dau. “Phai. D6 c6 1€ la noi nan nhan gap hung thu. Cho nir
trang vang ctia nan nhan kha dat tién va sanh diéu. Nan nhan c6 thé chit rat
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tot, manh khoe. Guwong mat xinh. Nhé ra nan nhan khong can lam géi ditng
dwong. Kiém tra vi nan nhan tim hoa don thé tin dung. Chiing ta sé biét nan
nhan mua cocktail cia minh ¢ dau.”

Ong phé canh sat truong gat dau véi Mychal Poitier, cau ta goi dién, xem
chtrng 1a cho phong trit chitng cit hay ai do6 trong T6 Tham tt.

Cau canh sat no6i chuyén hoi lau réi cudi cung dap may. “Cha, hay day,”
Poitier néi. “Hai héa don mua rwgu tai quay bar trong...”

Co thit gi do trong giong cau ta khién tam tri Rhyme bat ra mot y nghi
chéng vanh. “Khach san South Cove!”

“Vang, dung roi, dai Uy. Sao anh biét?”

Rhyme khong tra 10i, anh phong tam mat ra ngoai ctra s6 tron mot phuit.
Nhiéu suy nghi dang ndy sinh nhanh chéng. “Tén nan nhan la gi?” anh héi.

“Annette. Annette Bodel.”

“Cha, toi co tin vui cho ca hai chung ta day, ngai pho canh sat truéng
McPherson. Tin vui cho 6ng: Hung thu giét c6 Bodel khong phéi nguoi
Bahamas ma la nguwdi My - day la mot thanh tich hién hach vé quan hé
cong ching cho dat niwéc ctia 6ng. Con tin vui cho t6i, t6i nghi ching t6i da
tim ra mot moi lién hé v6i vu an Moreno r6i. T6i vira phan doan sai mot
chuyén - nan nhan bj tra tan, diéu nay da r6. Nhung t6i nghi han dung dao,
chit khong phai nam dam, dé cat ma, miii hay lwdi ciia nan nhan.”

“Sao anh biét dwgc diéu nay?” McPherson héi.

“T6i c6 biét duge gi dau. Nhung t6i nghi rat c6 kha nang do. Cong su
cta toi tai New York cho biét c6 mot ké khir nhan chitng trong vu an nay
chuyén dung dao. Han khong phai 1a tén ban tia. T6i doan han la ké yém
tro hoac chi diém muc tiéu cho tén ban tia, cling chinh la tén ngwoi My da &
khach san vao ngay 8 thang 5 dé do la vé day phong 1200, vé Moreno cung
vé si cua anh ta. C6 thé han ga gam Annette trong quan rugu, 1gi dung c6
gai dé lay tin ro6i di khéi Bahamas cung tén ban tia sau khi y nd sung gay
an. Nhung khi nghe néi vé vu diéu tra, han da tr¢ lai day hai ngay trudc,
vao hom thi¢ Hai, dé tra tdn nan nhan nham do xem c6 gai c6 ké cho ai
nghe vé han khong, sau do6 giét nan nhan.”
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Pulaski néi, “Chung ta nén di xem bai bién noi tim thay nan nhan, kham
xét cho ddy lan nita - lan nay coi day la hién truong vu an.”

Ong phé canh sat tredng nhin Poitier nhing cu ha si 14c dau.

“Tén nay rat thong minh, thra sép. Han giét nan nhan khi thuay triéu
xuong. Vi tri xac nam dwéi mat nwdc gan mot mét.”

“Thong minh that.” Rhyme nhin thang vao mat 6ng pho6 canh sét truéng.
Anh néi, “Chitng ctt & day cho ta biét kha chac chan la Robert Moreno da
bi mot tay ban tia ctia chinh phit My sat hai, con cong sy ctia han, hodc chi
it 1a ai ddy trong t6 chitc cia han, thi dang phi tang chitng ct sau vu an, bao
gom cd viéc muu sat co Bodel tai Nassau. Thong tin day chang bao 1au nita
s& lot ra ngodi. Ong c6 thé tiép tuc bam riét ciu chuyén mot cac-ten
Venezuela ditng sau vu nd sung, xem nhu khong cé dinh dang gi t&i nuéc
My. Nhung lam vay chéa khac nao nhw ong tiép tay bung bit vu viéc nay.
Hodc 6ng c6 thé gitip chung t6i tim ra tay sung va ké yém trg han.”

Pulaski chen vao: “Ngai ph6 canh sat trwdng, ong phdi biét 1a ké da ra
lénh khit c6 thé da hanh dong vwot qua tham quyén cta y. Néu 6ng gitp
ching t6i tim ra hung tht, Washington sé khong phat l1ong nhiéu nhw 6ng
nghi dau.”

Kéu goi hay lam, Rhyme dong y.

“T6i sé 1énh cho t6 phap y dén miii dit tim noi an nap.” McPherson xoay
guwong mat rong be vé phia Mychal Poitier. “Dong chi ha si, cau hd tong
Rhyme va cong sy dén khach san South Cove dé kham xét lan nita hién
trrong vu an Moreno. Ho trg dwoc gi thi ho trg. RO chwra?”

“R0, thwra sép.”

Poan 6ng néi vGi Rhyme: “Con t6i sé sap xép dé anh dwoc tiép can vGi
toan bd bao cdo hién trwong vu an va thong tin giai phau t thi. A, con cac
chitng ¢ nita. Chac anh ciing can chitng c nita ding khong, dai ty?”

“Chitng ct, phai r6i. Toi rdt muon xem chirng cit.” Va anh khé khan lam
méi dan long dé khong dé thém la da dén lic me no roi con gi.
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Trg lai duong SW.

Thom cam 14i, Poitier, Pulaski va Rhyme ng6i trong chiéc xe du lich ho
trg nguwoi khuyét tat, quay lai dang 10 trinh dén khach san South Cove ma
ngay hom qua ho da di trong 1én lit, thdm chi suyt mat mang, dé dén miii
dat nam trén vinh Clifton.

Mat troi dang roi nang sau lung ho, con sém ma da 1én cao va cdy c6 hoa
14 ryc 1én anh luc, dé, vang hwom. C6 mot vai bong hoa trang ma Rhyme
biét Sachs sé thich ngam.

Nhé anh lam...

C0 da ngat may ngay khi anh hit vao mét hoi dé noéi diéu twong tw. Anh
mim cwdi khi nghi dén cai thoi khac trung hgp Ay.

Ho tat nhanh qua trung tam hién truong vu an ctia Canh lyc Hoang gia
Bahamas dé lay mot vai trang thiét bi can ban dung trong thu thap chitng
ctt. BO do nghé thudc hang chat lwgng cao, Rhyme tin chac Pulaski cung
Poitier c6 thé tim dugc thit gi do trong Buong Khit gitip ho khang dinh moi
lién hé gitta Barry Shales vGi vu ban tia, va nhiéu kha nang sé gitp ho tim
duwoc manh moi xac dinh nhan than cia X165.

Chang bao lau, ho dén khach san roi tap vao mat tién ctia cai noi uy nghi
ma yén ang, mot phong cach kién tric ma Rhyme cho la phong cach thuc
dan m@i. Thom day Rhyme, trong chiéc xe lan day tay, doc via hé & 16i ra
vao, vay quanh bai nhitng khu veeon duge cham nom ti mi.

Ho di vao dai sanh va Mychal Poitier mé& 10i chao c6 ti€p tan than thién.
CoO ta tO mo vé sy xudt hién ctia mot nguwoi dan 6ng ngbi xe lan hon la vién
canh sat, di nhién khach san da gap qua nhiéu canh sat dao gan day roi.
Khach san c6 vé dé di lai vi chi ndm trén mot tang, nhung Rhyme cho rang
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khu nghi dudng nay - cha yéu la cau lac bo bai bién va san gon - chwa tiép
nhan nhiéu khach khuyét tat.

Nguoi quan ly hién dang ban nhwng co ti€p tan khong ngan ngai chuan
bi mot thé chia khoa cho day phong 1200.

Pulaski, ngudi gap c6 hom qua, gat dau chao roi trinh ra anh chup Barry
Shales ma Sachs gti qua email. C6 va nhitng nhan vién khac déu chwa hé
gdp Shales.

Chi tiét nay gan nhu xac nhan diéu ma Rhyme tin: Chinh X165 la ké da
& khach san vao ngay 8 thang 5 trong vai tro yém trg Shales.

Vi Pulaski va Poitier mang trang thiét bi thu thap chitng cit, doan tuy
tung di doc hanh lang ma c6 tiép tan da chi.

bi b dugce vai phtt - vi khach san kha rong - Thom hat dau vé phia mot
tam bién.

Dday phong 1200-1208

“Gan dén roi.”

Ho ré ngay cho ngoat. Ro6i dirng lai dot ngot.

“Khoan da,” Poitier lau bau. “Cai gi thé nay?”

Rhyme dang nhin vao canh ctta d6i dan dén day phong 1200, Bu6ng Khtt
- hién treong vu an ma dang 1é da dwgc canh sat danh dau bang day giang
va dé bién cam vao, niém phong theo dung quy trinh.

Khong con dugc niem phong nita.

Canh ctta dang m& toang. Mot nguoi thg mac ao lién quan trang 6 dang
ding gitta phong, cam ru 16 son mét 16p pha xem chirng 1a 16p cudi 1én
phan twong bén trén 10 swdi. San go sach tron. Tham bi g& mat. Va moi thi
khac - chiéc di vang vay mau, nhitng manh thuy tinh - déu bién mat.
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Jacob Swann dang an mon triing omelette dwgc ché bién cau ky tai mot
quan an & khu Tay Manhattan Thwong, gan khu pho Tay Central Park.

Han mdc quan bo, do thun trang, khoac thém mot chiéc 4o gi6 (hom nay
la mau den) va di giay chay bo. Ba 16 ctia hdan dé bén canh. Day la khu vuc
c6 nhiéu ngwdi lam nhitng cong viéc khong doi hoi mac com 1é that ca vat,
la noi gio gidc sinh hoat kha that thwong - nao trinh dién nghé thuat, nao
bdo tang, nao phong tranh. T4t nhién phdi ké dén dich vu am thyc nita.
Thanh ra Swann hoa nhap rat nhanh.

Moén ca phé han dang nham nhap néng va khong dang. Banh mi nwéng
day va dugc trét bo trde khi gap Iiva - cach duy nhat dé lam moén nay. Con
moén tri'ng omelette? Han nhan dinh né con hon ca ché bién cau ky. Ngon
bé xur.

Tring la nguyén liéu khé x& ly nhat, c6 thé lam mot mén an ngon dén
sau lang hodc bién moén dé thanh mot that bai tham hai, néu ta bat can hoac
gdp diéu kién khong thuan lgi: Tritng bi quanh lai, dong lai hodc nhiin ra.
Chi can day mot chit long dé vao phan long trang dung lam hon hgp tritng
duong 1a mén kem Alaska bo 10/%4! di doi. Va ludn t6n tai kha ning lii vi
khuan kho wa dang héao hitc sinh s6i ndy né trong khoi hinh xoan hoan mi
ctia Chda (suy cho cung thi vo tritng dwoc tao ra chinh la dé bao boc su
song).

Nhung cho tritng nay da dugc danh vira du - danh ngau hitng khong nghe
ca tiéng thi tham cda hon hgp - r6i x 1y trén lvra nhiét do cao. Cac thi ngai
gidm, cu nén, thi la xat twoi dugc rai vao dung thoi diém, khong qua sém.
Mon an hoan chinh nay cé hinh ban nguyét, mau vang ruom, nau trang,
gion bén ngoai, dac nhe bén trong.
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Do an ngon la thé, nhuwng Swann lai dang mat dan chit kién nhan véi
Amelia Sachs.

A vao trong can biét thy phd ctia Lincoln Rhyme hang tiéng dong ho roi.
Co vé nhu & da khéo xtr 1y vu dién thoai bang cach cit vai gio lai doi dién
thoai tra trwedc khac - gio thi moi nguwdi trong nhom déu siv dung dién thoai
trd tredc - va a co thiét bi canh bao nghe trom trén dwong day c6 dinh dan
vao can biét thy pho, mot van dé bén han khong thé giai quyét néu khong
dich than d6t nhap vao tong dai trung tam.

Nhung trong vai tro diéu tra vién chinh, sém muon 4 cling phai xuat dau
16 dién.

Han suy ngam vé cong su cua &, Rhyme. Cha, day méi la tré ngai. To
chitc cia han da ton gan hai nghin do la dé khtr tén nay, thang diéu dudong
va mot thang cém khac. Nhung 1ii dau moi cua han trong cai dam & bén tau
dwéi day da lam hw b6t hw dwong. Tui n6 héi Swann c6 muon ching thir lai
khong nhung han bao chiing may ctut me khéi ddo di. Mac du kho c6 thé
truy ngugc tr tui n6 ra Swann va sép cua han, khong gi 1a khong thé.

Han chac chan sé c6 co hoi khac dé xi ly Rhyme. Ga lam sao di chuyén
da nhanh dé tranh dwgc con dao Kai Shun. Swann tra cttu bénh trang cta
Rhyme roi, liét ti¢ chi, va phat hién ga khoa hoc gia hinh sy nay khéng c6
bat ky cdm gidc nao trén gan hét co thé. Swann hitng thi nghi dén canh ga
chi ng6i im xem ngudi khac 16t da minh - r6i chdy mau ttr tir dén chét - ma
chang thay dau dén gi.

Y twdng hay ho 1am sao: mé xé mot sinh vat con séng nhin. That dang to
mo. Han sé phai...

A, nhung nang Amelia xinh dep ctia chiing ta day roi.

A khéng di ra tir cai huéng hidn mong doi - con hém cut hinh chit L. danh
dé giao hang nam dang sau can biét thy phd, gan noi chiéc Ford Torino cua
a dang do. Hinh nhu a di qua cira truwdc, doi dién véi khu phé Tay Central
Park. Gigd & dang di bo vé phia tay, doc theo via hé cua con dwong xuyén
thanh pho, phia doi dién quan an ctia Swann.

Han da hi vong tom dwgc a trong con hém cut. C6 qua nhiéu khach bo
hanh, nhiéu nguwdi ré ra di lam, ngay cho nay va ngay lic nay. Nhung tim
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thdy co hoi & dang don than doc ma chi la van deé thoi gian.

Swann lau so dao dia va coc ca phé dé lam nhoe dau van. Han thanh toan
tién bang cach luén mé6t to mwoi do va mot t& nam do bén dwdi chiéc dia,
thay vi mang phiéu tinh tién dén cho thu ngan. Truéc do, han da doi nhitng
to tién 1é nay tir mot nhan vién ho trg khach tai mot khach san & phia bén
kia thanh pho. Tién mat rut tit ATM dé bi truy ra dén mitc dang s, nén han
da thuc hién chut hanh vi riva tién vi mo, dé lai mot mon tién boa hau hinh
ma khong qua lon.

Gio han da ¢ ngoai ctra, dang leo vao chiéc Nissan ctia minh.

Hin quan sat Sachs qua kinh chin gi6. A canh giac, than trong quan sat
xung quanh, mac du khong hwéng vé han - & chi dé y nhitng vi tri ma mot
ké tan cong nao dé co kha ning xuét hién. Cling hay day: A nguéc 1én, mét
quét qua lai.

DPirng lo, Swann tham thi trong dau véi a. Vién dan khong chui ra tir cho
day dau.

Khi 4 mo tim chum chia khoa xe, cai 4o khodac truwgt ra khoi hong va han
dé y @ mang mot khau Glock.

Han cling dé mday xe cung lic & dé may, dé che day tiéng dong co no cla
xe han.

Khi chiéc Torino tir Ié dwong phong di, Swann theo sau.

Han chi hoi tiéc duy nhat mot diéu: S6 phan cuda a sé duge dinh doat béi
chinh vién dan ma han nghi dén ndy gio. Dung con dao Kai Shun trén da
thit lua la cta & hién tai khong phai la mot cong thitc nau an kha di.
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Mychal Poitier dang n6i chuyén véi quan ly khach san South Cove.

“Nhung, anh canh sét, toi twdng anh biét chit,” ngudi dan 6ng mac com
1é mau be lich su, tdc xoan, cao rao, noi. Ong ta dang chau may, nhitng nép
nhan han siu trén vang tran rdm nang hong hao. Giong 6ng ta phdt chut
khau am Anh.

“Biét gi co?” Poitier lau bau.

“Céac anh bédo ching t6i c6 thé md& lai ctra phong, lau don, stta chita hw
hong.”

“T6i ha? To6i chwa hé n6i nhu vay.”

“Khong, khong, khong phai anh, ma la mot nguoi tir SG canh sat cac anh.
Ho goi cho t6i thong bao viéc gidi phong hién truong. Toi khong nhé tén
anh canh sat day.”

Rhyme hoi, “Nguoi nay goi dién v? Khong c6 ai dich than dén day sao?”

“Khong, chi bao qua dién thoai thoi.”

Rhyme thé dai. Anh hoi, “Cudc goi t6i khi nao vay?”

“Vao tht Hai.”

Poitier xoay ngudi lai va nhin Rhyme bang mot cai nhin chan chuwong.
“T6i da ra lénh rat nghiém ngat la hién truong vu an phai luén dugce niém
phong. T6i chang hinh dung néi la ai trong s@...”

“Khong phai ai trong S& canh sat cia cau dau,” Rhyme noéi. “Ké an mat
cta ching ta da goi day.”

Va di nhién, dong 16a véi han chinh la khat khao chay béng ctia nguoi
quan ly mudn xo6a hét cac dau tich cho thdy noi day titng xdy ra an mang.
Nhitng tdm bién hién tredng vu an dat ¢ 16i hanh lang chang tot lanh gi vé
mat quan hé cong chung.
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“T6i xin 16i, ha si,” ngudi quan ly chot da nai.

Rhyme hoi, “Tham, di vang, manh kinh v& dau r6i? Con do dac khac
nra?”

“Chac @ mot bai rdc nao roi. T6i chang biét nita. Ching t6i khoan hét
cho nha thau ma. Bai vi c6 mau nén ho noi sé dot thdm va di vang di.”

May dong Itta dot rac ay...

Pulaski noi, “Vira giét Annette xong, ké an mat ctia ching ta da goi mot
cu dién thoai va, dung mot cdi, di doi hién treong vu an. Nghi thi thay han
cling kha lanh. Qua don gian.”

Pon gian that. Rhyme nhin vao can phong sach béng. Bang chitng duy
nhat vé toi ac la cai ctra s6 bi mat tich, thay vao do6 la cac dai bang keo
nhwa.

“Neéu toi gitp duwogc gi thi moi nguwdi c noéi,” ngwdi quan ly wém 10i.

Khi khong ai noi 101 nao, ong ta rut lui.

Thom day xe lan ctia Rhyme vao ddy phong va, vi Buéng Khit khong ho
trg nguwoi di xe lan, anh dugc Poitier va Pulaski d& xu6ng hai bac thang
thap.

Can phong c6 hai mau lam nhat va luc - nwéc son con wét trén vai buc
twong - va kich thwéc khoang 6x9 mét, c6 hai ctra vé bén phai, xem chirng
dan dén phong ngu. Nhitng phong ngu nay ciing trong hoac va chi méi son
16t. Vé bén trai ctra phong la mot nha bép dugc trang bi day du.

Rhyme nhin ra ngoai mot trong nhitng ctta s6 con lai. C6 mot khu vuon
twom tat bén ngoai phong, dap vao mat la mot cdi cay than tron ditng strng
sttng, vivon khodng mudi hai mét 1én khong trung. Anh dé y thdy toan bo
cac canh dwéi thap da dugc tia bét, cach mat dat it nhat sdu mét mai bat
dau thay 14 cay. Nhin thang bén kia vieon cdy, bén dugi vom 14, anh thay ro
cai miii dat khét ti€ng noi Barry Shales da ndap ban, va noi nhitng nguwoi
trong phong lic nay da suyt chét.

Anh nhiu mat nhin cai cay.

Oi cha, sau cling thi ciing c6 hién treong vu &n roi day.

“Tan binh!” Rhyme goi.

“Vang, Lincoln.”
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Pulaski tién vé phia anh. Mychal Poitier ciing vay.

“Cau thay canh twong nay cé gi la khong?”

“Mot phat sting diing 1a 1gi hai. Chd ddy cach xa khiung khiép. O nhiém
thé kia ma han ban xuyén qua dwgc.”

“Thi cling cung mdt kich ban no6 sung ching ta thady hom qua lic ditng
bén kia bién thoi,” anh cau nhau. “Co gi thay doi dau. Chang nhé t6i lai néi
t6i chi tiét day. Y t6i 13, cau khong thay vuon twgce ¢ day co gi la sao?”

Cau canh sat quan sat canh twgng tredc mat trong chéc lat. “Tay sing
nay co trg thua. Canh cay.”

“Pung vay.” Rhyme gidi thich cho Poitier, “Cé ngwoi da cat may cai
canh dudi thap dé tén ban tia no sung khong bi vieéng. Ching ta nén kham
xét cai vuon.”

Nhung cau ha si lac dau. “Gia thuyét hay day, thwa dai dy. Nhung khong
phai dau. Day la cay gb doc. Anh c6 biét n6 khong?”

“Khong.”

“N6 y nhu cai tén vay, nhu s6i doc hay son doc. Gia nhu anh dot nd, thi
khoi sé nhw hoi cay vady. Anh cham vao 14 thi c6 thé phai nhap vién vi bi
kich tng da. Pay la loai cdy ra hoa rat dep nén cac khu nghi dutng & day
khong don ha, nhung ciing tia tit ca canh 14, trit nhitng canh cao nhat dé
moi nguwoi khong dung phai.”

“A, chac, hay day,” Rhyme 1dm bam. Anh ghét cay ghét ding khi thdy
mot gia thuyét vitng chac sup do, kéo theo su sup do cua toan bo hi vong c6
mot hién tredng vu an ding nghia dé kham xét.

Anh bao Pulaski, “Di chup anh, 1ay mau tdm tham ngay bén ngoai ctta,
lay mau dat tir cac luéng cay quanh via heé phia trudc, 1ay dau van trén cac
nam dam ctta & day. Chac ciing vo dung théi nhung chirng nao ching ta
con ¢ day...”

Rhyme quan sat cau canh sat thu thap chitng cit ro6i cho vao tui nhua,
dong thoi ghi chép lai noi phat hién chitng c. Tiép theo Pulaski chup
khodng mot tram tdm anh hién treong. Cau ldy ba dau van tiém an. Xong
xubi, cau bé nhitng gi thu thap duwgc vao mot thi gidy 16n. “Con gi nita
khong, Lincoln?”
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“Hét roi,” nha khoa hoc hinh si cau nhau.

Cong tac kham xét Buong Khir va khach san c6 1€ thudc loai nhanh nhat
trong lich st phan tich phap y.

C6 nguoi xudt hién & cho ctra, lai mot canh sat mac dong phuc, da rat
sam, mat tron. Anh ta liéc nhin Rhyme bang vé mat ra chiéu than phuc. C6
1& cudn so tay hién truong vu an do Rhyme viét ma Mychal Poitier dang
gitt dwgc truyén tay khap Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas dao gan day. Hodc
chang qua anh ta cdm thay an tuwgng khi & chung phong véi ngwoi canh sat
la lung dén tir My, ngwoi chi bang m6t chudi cac suy ludn don gian da
chuyén vu an nit sinh vién mat tich thanh mot cudc diéu tra 4an mang.

“Ha si,” anh canh sat tré néi vé@i Poitier, kém mot cai gat dau cung kinh.
Anh ta mang theo mot tap ho so day cOm va mdt tdi mua sam 16n. “Phé
canh sat trwedng McPherson giri toan bo bdo cdo vé hién trudng vu an va
anh giai phau tt thi. C6 ca cac bao cao giai phau t thi nita.”

Poitier nhan tap ho so réi cam on anh ta. Cau hat dau vé phia cai tii. “Dé
la quan 4o ctia cac nan nhan ha?”

“Phai, ca giay nita. Ca chitng c dugce thu thap ¢ day ngay sau khi xay ra
n6 sung. Nhung t6i phai ndi cho anh biét 1a nhiéu chitng ¢t da bién mat,
quan tri nha xac noi véi toi thé. Ong ta ching biét sao niva.”

“Chang biét sao nita,” Poitier nhai.

Rhyme nhé lai rang dong ho deo tay va cac vat cé gia tri khac da bién
mat trén doan dwong trung chuyén gitta noi nay va nha xac, cling nhw may
quay va may ghi am ctia Eduardo de la Rua.

“T6i xin 10i, ha s1.”

Poitier hoi thém, “Cé tin tic gi vé vo dan khong?” Cau dwa mat liéc qua
ctra s6 nhin miii dit bén kia vinh. Thg lan va canh sat trang bi bo do kim
loai da lam viéc dugc khodng mot gio dong ho.

“E. la khong. C6 vé nhw tén ban tia mang vo dan di va chung t6i van
khong tim dwgc noi han an nap.”

Poitier nhun vai. “Vay cé tim dugc két qua gi khi truy van cai tén ‘Barry
Shales’ khong?”
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Lic ho l4i xe trén duong dén day, Poitier da nho bo phan tinh bao kiém
tra xem phong Hai quan hay Kiém soat Ho chiéu c6 ho so nhap canh cua
tén ban tia khong. Ca thong tin thé tin dung nita.

“Thwa sép, khong c6 két qua. Khong co gi.”

“Pugc r6i. Cam on anh, dong chi canh sat.”

Anh ta chao ho roi gat dau e de vdi Rhyme, xoay lung di va, bang mot
diéu bo oai nghiém, diéu hanh ra khoi phong.

Rhyme nho Thom day t6i gan Poitier r6i anh dom vao cai tii mua sam,
dé y thay ba b6 boc ni 16ng, tat ca déu dugc niém phong, dinh vao dé la
nhitng thé ghi nhan qua trinh st dung chitng ci¢ dwgc dién day da. Anh 16ng
ngong vdi tay vao trong roi 16i ra mot phong bi nho trén cung. Bén trong la
vién dan. Rhyme wéc tinh n6 16n hon mét chat so véi loai dan ban tia thong
dung nhét, dan Lapua 8,58 1il%2]. Con day c6 thé 1a dan 10,6 li, mot kich c&
ngay cang dugc wa chudng. Rhyme nghién cttu cho dong va chi bi bién
dang. Nhu tat ca cac loai dan, ké ca loai c& 16n nay, trong né van that nho
bé dé gay ra sirc tan pha khung khiép dén thé va cwdp di mang ngudi trong
tich tac.

Anh bo vién dan vao lai phong bi. “Tan binh, cau phu trach may thit nay.
bién vao thé ngay di.”

“T6i dién ngay.” Pulaski ghi v0i tén minh 1én cac tdm thé ghi nhan qua
trinh st dung chirng c.

Rhyme no6i, “Chting t6i sé giit gin can than may thit nay, dong chi ha si.”

“A, chd chitng cit ndy ciing ching c6 ich gi cho ching tdi nita. Néu cac
anh bat giir tén Shales nay va cdng su cia han, tirc 1a ké an mat, thi chac toa
an cua cac anh cling khong gti bon ching trd lai day dé xét xi dau.”

“Du sao day cling la chitng ctt. Chung toi bao dam sé tra lai nguyén ven
cho ching ¢ nay cho cac anh.”

Poitier nhin quanh can phong sach bong. “T6i rat tiéc 1a chting t6i khong
co hién truong vu an nao cho anh ca, dai uy.”

Rhyme chau may. “O, c6 chit. Va toi dé nghi chiing ta vao viéc cang
nhanh cang t6t trudce khi cho hién truong day xdy ra chuyén. Day to6i di,
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Thom. Di thoi.”
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Trong anh ta twa nhw mot con coc.

Henry Cross c6 dang ngwoi béo Iun, nwdc da sam va c6 may cai mun céc
r6 mon mot ma Amelia Sachs nghi ciling dé bé théi. Méi toc den ram rap
ngy trén mot cai dau 16n. Cap moi day. Doi ban tay to bé cung véi nhitng
moéng tay coc gam. Khi ndi chuyén, anh ta thinh thodng nhac 1én mdot diéu
x1 ga béo 1 roi nhét n6 vao mém dé nhan nha mot cach hao hitng cho xi ga
ré tién chwa dot. Ghé qua.

Cross noi, kém mot cai lac dau, “Roberto chét ding la chuyén té hai.
Tham té.” Giong anh ta c6 mdt chut chat ngoai quéc, cd cho la Tay Ban
Nha. C6 nh¢ lai Lydia Foster cé ké rang anh ta néi thi tiéng nay va tiéng
Anh déu s6i - nhuw Moreno vay.

Anh ta la giam doc Quy L6p hoc cho Cac nuwéc chau My (CAF), mot to
chitc cong tac v6i nha tho dé xay truong hoc va thué gido vién & nhitng
vung ngheo doéi caa My Latin. Sachs nhé la Moreno tirng tham gia vao
cong tac nay.

Cho né tung bong boéng...

“Roberto va Phong trao Trao quyén DPia phuwong cia anh dy la mot trong
nhitng don vi ting hd ching t6i nhiéu nhat,” Cross néi. Anh ta gi mét ngén
tay vao bd suwu tdp anh trén bitc twong tray trua. Nhitng birc anh chup céc
van phong CAF ¢ Caracas, Rio va Managua (Nicaragua). Moreno dirng
quang tay qua vai mot nguwoi dan 6ng da ngam den dang mim cwoi tai mot
cong truong xay dung. Hai nguwdi ho déu déi mii bao hg. Mot nhém nhé
dan dia phuwong trong nhu dang vo tay.

“Va anh 4y la m6t nguwdi ban cta t6i,” Cross lam bam.

“Anh quen anh ta 1au khong?”
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“Chac cling nam nam.”

“T6i rat tiéc vi s mat mat nay.” Mot cum ti* ma gidng vién thyc sy day
tai hoc vién canh sat. Nhung day la nhitng 10i that long ctia Amelia Sachs.

“Cam on c0.” Anh ta thg dai.

Van phong nhé xiu tam t6i nay nam trong mot tda nha trén duong
Chambers thudc dia phan Manhattan Ha. T6 chitc nay la noi ditng chan duy
nhat cia Moreno trong chuyén di dén New York ma Sachs da truy ra duoc -
nhd vao phiéu tinh tién tir Starbucks ma c6 tim thay tai can hd cia Lydia
Foster. Sachs da kiém tra t& dang ky ra vao van phong trong tda nha dat
quan ca phé ay. Co phat hién ra ngay 1 thang 5, Moreno c6 ghé qua CAF.

“Roberto rat wng viéc ching t6i khong phdi la t6 chite ti thién. Ching to6i
tw nhan minh 1a nha phéan phoi tai nguyén. T6 chic cta téi khong chi trao
tién bac dén ngwoi ban cung. Ching t6i con tai trg cho trwong hoc, cac
trrong nay lai day ngudi ta nhiéu ky nang dé ho cé thé ty thoat nghéo. Toi
khong du kién nhan vai bat ky ai chia tay ra xin. T6i that sy rat buc khi...”

Cross ngirng noi, gio ban tay 1én roi bat cwoi. “Nhu Roberto, t6i c6
khuynh huwéng thuyét gidng. Xin 16i. Nhung t6i néi tir kinh nghiém noi tir
trdi nghiém dan than ctia minh, n6i vi biét canh séng dau tat mat to6i nhw thé
nao. T6i tirng lam viéc trong nganh hang hai va c6 mot diéu toi dé y la hau
nhw ngwdi nao cling muén nod lwe cd. Ho muon ty ci thién ban than. Nhung
ho khong lam dwgc néu khong dwoc gido duc duong hoang va treong hoc
dwdi day, xin 16i c6, vé co ban la rac rwdi. Toi mudn thay doi diéu day. Thé
la toi gap Roberto. Luc chiing t6i mé& van phong tai Mexico thi anh dy dang
¢ thanh pho dién thuyét vé nhom trao quyén nao day cho nong dan. Dai
khai ching t6i cling an y v6i nhau.” Cdp moi to bé uén thanh mét nu cuoi
ué odi. “Trao quyén cho ngwoi dan... Phéi n6i day la mot tw twéng cling
khong té. Roberto theo du6i muc tiéu thong qua cac doanh nghiép vi mo,
con toi thi thong qua giao duc.”

Mac du tréng anh ta van giéng 6ng cht nha may ctic &0 & Phé Thaoi
Trang!%®! hay mét luat sw chuyén vé thwong tich ca nhan, hon 1a gidm déc
mot to chitc gay quy.
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“Vay co dén day vé chuyén may thang khon budn ma tiy da giét anh ay
a?” Cross ho hang. Anh ta nhai nghién diéu xi ga trong choc lat réi dat n6
xuong mot gat tan thuy tinh hinh 14 phong.

“Hien tai chung toi chi dang thu thap thong tin,” Sachs n6i mot cach vo
thuwéng vo phat. “Chuing t6i dang diéu tra nhitng noi anh ay tirng dén trong
chuyén di gan day dén New York - cdi lan anh dy gap anh. Anh cé thé cho
toi biét anh dy con di dau khac trong thanh pho khong?”

“Pén mot s6 td chitc phi 1gi nhuan khac, theo nhw anh ay ké thi ba hay
bon t6 chitc gi day. Con nita, toi biét anh dy can phién dich vién cho mét s6
to chirc nay.”

“Anh dy c6 dé cap dén t6 chic cu thé nao khong?”

“Khong, anh dy chi tat qua dé dwa to séc roi tim hiéu vé vai du an méi
ma chung t6i dang trién khai. Anh &y muon cai gi ddy dugc dat theo tén
minh. Mot 16p hoc chang han. Khong can nguyén ca treong hoc. Day,
Roberto la thé. Anh ay thuc té€. Anh ay quyén mot so tién nhat dinh, khong
phai hang triéu do la, nén anh ay biét khong thé nao doi hoi ca mot trudng
hoc dat theo tén minh. Mot 16p hoc thoi cling lam anh ay hai long r6i. Qua
la anh chang khiém tén, c6 hiéu y t6i khong? Nhung anh dy mu6n dugc
nhin nhan it nhiéu.”

“Anh dy c6 vé gi la lo lang cho sy an toan ctia minh khong?”

“Téat nhién la c6. Anh dy lic nao cha vay. Anh dy phoi bo lam.” Mt nu
cudi bubn ba. “Anh ay ma da ghét tay chinh tri gia nay hay tay CEO kia roi
thi, trdi oi, anh ay chang ngan ngai thé hién ra trén séng hodc trén trang
blog ctia minh. Anh 4y tw xung la S& gia, tiéng noi ctia lwong tam. Anh ay
lam mat long nhiéu nguwdi lam. May thang buén ma tdy ché chét ay. Toi xin
16i. T6i mong tui né 1én ghé dién hay bi tiém thudc doc hay gi di cho
xong.”

“Anh ay c6 dé cap la bi cac-ten hay bang nhém gi ham doa khong?”

Cross ngad ngudi ra sau suy nghi mot lic. “Co biét ddy; khong dé cap
dich danh. Nhung anh dy n6i minh dang bi theo doi.”

“Sao ntra?”
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Cross lwét mot ngon tay qua mot cum ndt rudi trén ¢6. “Anh dy noi co
cai ga thoat an thoat hién, cd hiéu y t6i khong? Han ta theo déi anh ay
ngoai duong.”

“Han trong nhv thé nao?”

“Da trang, duc rya. Nhin ngau. Vay thoi.”

C0 nghi ngay dén Barry Shales va X165.

“Chwa xong. Con cai may bay. Cai ddy méi lam anh ay sg nhat.”

“May bay?”

“Roberto di day do6 rat nhiéu. Anh dy néi c6 dé y thay cai may bay tw
nhan nay ba bon lan & nhiéu thanh phd khac nhau ma anh ay ting dén -
nhitng noi c6 san bay nhé, ¢ day dé thdy may bay tw nhan hon. Bermuda
nay, Bahamas nay, ca noi anh ay song la Caracas nita. Thém mot so thi tran
tai Mexico. Anh ay n6i n6 la lam - bdi vi cai may bay nay hinh nhw lic nao
cling & day trwéc khi anh dy dén noi. Giong nhw c6 nguoi biét dugce lich
trinh cda anh dy vay.

Bang cach nghe trom dién thoai cia anh ta chang? Mon thé thao wa thich
cua Metzger, Shales va X165.

Dbiéu xi ga bi nhai rao rao. “Ly do anh dy nhan ra n6: Anh ay néi phan
16n may bay tw nhan déu c6 mau trang. Con céi nay lai 1a mau lam.”

“Co6 dau hiéu, ky hiéu, con sb gi khong?”

MGt cai nhin vai. “Khong, anh ay khéng hé n6i. Nhung luc day t6i cling
suy nghi, c6 nguwdi ngéi may bay theo doi anh ha? Vay la sao? Co6 thé la tén
quai nao? May tht day c6 ré dau.”

“Anh con nhd dugc gi khac khong?”

“Rat tiéc la khong.”

Sachs ditng day bat tay anh ta, suy ngam thay chang duwong ngoan ngoéo
dan dén day - bat ngudn tir nguwoi tai xé limo - dd cho thanh qua la mot
manh méi vitng chac. Tuy con bi an.

May bay mau lam...

Cross thd dai, mat nhin mot tdm anh khac ctia minh va Moreno, chup
trong ritng nhiét déi. Vay quanh ho la nhitng cong nhan han hoan. Lai thay
xéng, mil bao ho, bun lay.
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“Tham t, co biét day, ching t6i la ban than nhuwng phai ndi 1a t6i chwa
bao gio hiéu ré anh dy. Anh ay lic nao ciling chi trich nwéc My, ghét cay
ghét dang noi nay. Chang chiu im miéng. Cé lan t6i néi vGi anh ay, ‘Thoi
ma, Roberto. Tai sao anh lai xai xe quoc gia duy nhat trén doi noi anh c6
thé thot ra nhitng 10i nay ma khong bi nhém phién quan ban trong hém
hodc bi 16i dén mot nha tu bi mat nao ddy gitta dém? Binh tinh di’.”

Mot tiéng cuwdi chua cay thoat ra khoi khudn miéng am wét, béo u.
“Nhung anh dy cé chiu nghe dau.”
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Jacob Swann phanh xe, dirng lai cach xe Amelia Sachs ntta nga tu, gan
can biét thy phoé ctia Lincoln Rhyme.

Han da theo & t6i trung tam thanh phd, noi & gap ai d6 song trén duong
Chambers, dé tim co hoi dé no sing. Nhwng c6 qua nhiéu ngudi trén pho.
Van dé thwong nhat tai Manhattan. Gio day a da tré veé, tdo tgn do xe trai
ludt, song song vdi 1é dwong gan con hém cut &y mot lan nita.

Han nguwdc 1én nguwdc xudng nhin dai 16 téi thui. Rot cudc ciling hoang
vang. Phai, day chinh la dia diém va thoi diém ra tay. Ban tay deo gang cao
su cia Swann ghi chat khau SIG Sauer, diéu chinh n6 dé cé thé rit ra nhanh
chong.

Han khong dinh giét &. Han nhan dinh lam vay thi gay rum beng qua - sé
c6 qua nhiéu canh sat, truy dudi sé qua rao riét, bao chi sé qua ram rd. Thay
vi vay, han sé ban vao lung hoac chan a.

Mot khi & bude ra, han sé do xe song song, leo ra ngoai, ban a roéi lai xe
tau thoat, dén khi cach xa vai nga tu thi dirng lai trdo bién sé xe lan nita.

Sachs di ra khéi chiéc Torino, lai than trong nhin quanh, ban tay dé gan
héng. Cai nhin sac sdo nay cam chan Swann ngo6i yén trén ghé truée chiéc
Nissan, dau cudi xuéng. Khi c6 bat dau di doc con dwong, han mé cira xe ra
r6i khyng lai. Sachs khong hwéng vé con hém cut dan dén can biét thy pho
ctia Rhyme hay huwéng vé khu pho Tay Central Park ma lai di b6 qua duong
- vé phia mot nha hang Trung Hoa.

Han thay 4 buéc vao trong, cudi néi véi nguwdi phu nit ¢ quay thu ngan.
Sachs ctii xuéng ngdm nghia thyc don. A dinh goi mot mén mang di. A
ngang lén, vay tay goi mot cau lau don ban. Cau ta mim cwdi dap lai.
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Swann nhich chiéc Nissan tGi, dé y thay cach cho han c6 mo6t khoang
trong rong bang vai chiéc xe. Han do xe r6i tat mdy. Tay luén vao trong 4o
khoac dé chac chan lan nita vé vi tri chinh x4c ctia khau sting luc. Sting nay
c6 hop khoa nong cong kénh hon khau Glock, do b6 sung khoa an toan va
chot thanh tregt, nhung trong lwgng sting lai nang, nén phat dan thit hai tre
di sé ddc biét chinh xac. Sting nhe can phai can chinh vao gitta muc tiéu
nhiéu hon nhitng khau nang.

Han quan sat Sachs qua tdm kinh mo.

Qua la mot c6 nang hap dan.

Téc do, dai. Cao.

Manh khanh nita. Qué manh khanh. A khéng thich &n sao? Trong a
chang giong nguoi thich bép ntic. Diéu nay lam Swann khong wa 4. Va con
mua thitc an mang di t* mot noi nhw thé nay w, toan mudi va m& mong
dung lai nhiéu lan? Nhuc cho may lam, Amelia. Vai thang t6i day may sé &
nha an Jell-0 va pudding chd héi phuc.

Sau muoi phut, & da ra khéi ctra, mot tay cam thitc an mua vé, va vao vai
muc tiéu theo diing y hin: A buéc thdng vao con hém cut.

A chitng lai & truwdc 16i hém, nhin vao cai tii, ra chidu dé chic chan nha
hang da boé vao thém com, banh quy may man hay dtia. Tay van nghich cai
tii, & ti€p tuc di vé phia can biét thy pho cua Rhyme.

Swann nhich xe trd ra dwong nhuwng phai phanh gdp. Mot tay di xe dap
tang toc tredc mat han réi ty dung ngirng lai, phan van khong biét nén quay
dau hay tiép tuc dap dén Cong vién Trung tdm. Swann gidn lam nhung
khong dam bép coi, sg thu hit sy cht y. Han chd ma mat do birng.

Tay di xe dap tiép tuc dap - chon bai c6 xinh xdn ctia cong vién xuan sac
- va Swann giam vao chan ga dé dén con hém cut gap. Nhung sy’ cham tré
nay khién han phai trd gia. Budc di thoan thoat, Sachs da dén cudi con hém
hinh chit L. va bién mat vé bén trai, vé phia mat sau can biét thy pho.

Khong thanh van dé. Cang t6t. Han sé do xe, theo & vao trong réi ban khi
a dén gan ctra. Cau truc hinh hoc cia con hém cut sé gidm tiéng sing va
phat tdn am thanh di tram huéng khac nhau. Ai nghe thay cling khong biét
am thanh nay bat nguoén twr dau.
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Hin nhin quanh. Khong cém. It xe cd. M6t vai khach qua dudng lo dang,
dam chim trong thé gidi riéng cta ho.

Swann tap xe vao dau con hém cut, gat can so vé ché do do réi budc ra.
Vi khau sung da rit nhung van khuat dwdi chiéc 4o gio, han bat dau di qua
madt duwong lat da cudi.

Han 1am nham: hai phat, mot phat dwéi lung, mot phat nham vao dau
g0i. Mdc du chudng con dao ctia minh hon nhiéu, han van la mot tay thién
xa. Han sé phai...

Mot giong nit vang lén sau lung han: “Xin 16i. Anh giup t6i dwoc
khong?” Ngtt diéu Anh.

Giong noéi ay thudc vé mot co gai chay bo xinh xan, manh dé, ngoai ba
muoi. Nang ditng cach han khodng hai mét, gitta han va canh ctra xe dang
mo.

“T6i tir ngoai thanh dén. T6i muén tim cai ho!®Zl. C6 mot con dudng
chay bo...”

Va r6i nang thay né.

Chiéc 4o gid cua han da tuot ra khéi ngudi tir lic nao khong hay. Nang
thay khau stng.

“Chua oi. Btng hai t6i. To6i khong thay gi ca! T6i thé day.”

Nang toan xoay ngudi di nhung Swann phan xa nhanh, trong tich tac han
da & tredc mat nang. Nang lay mot hoi dé thét 1én nhung han da danh vao
hong nang, ci danh xoe tay ctia han. Nang nga phich xu6ng nén bé téng, ra
khoi tam nhin cia mot cap vg chéng dang cdi co vé chuyén gi dé bén kia
duwong.

Swann lai liéc nhin hém ndi mo t6i gitta nhitng toa nha gan dé. Lic nay
lieu Sachs da vao trong chwa?

Co 1é chwa. Han khong biét khtic chit L. ctia con hém cut kéo dai ra sau
lvng nha Rhyme bao xa. Nhung han chi cé vai gidy dé quyét dinh. Han
nhin xuong nguwdi phu nit, dang ha hoc thé, hét nhuw Annette da thé tai
Bahamas va Lydia Foster da thd tai noi nay.

Ac, dc, dc. Hai tay 6m c6, mét thao 140, miéng ha ra.
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Lam hay khong lam? Han phan van.
Chon ngay di.
Han quyét dinh: Lam.
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Amelia Sachs ditng trong con hém cut dang sau can biét thy pho, khau
Glock da rat ra, nham tai diém con hém nti mo toi nay ré phai réi cudi
cung noi vGi con duong xuyeén thanh pha.

Phan an Trung Hoa c6 goi tredc d6 dang nam trén nén da cudi va co
dang & tu thé tac chién: Hai ban chan dat song song, cac ngén chan huéng
vé phia ké thu, ngwdi nga téi tredc mot chiat, mot ban tay cam chat sung,
ban tay kia 6m vong can co dé giit sung 6n dinh. Canh tay thuan phai gong
ctrng, néu co bap khong cang thi do giat cta sung chwa chac day dugc vé
dan ra roi nap vién tiép theo vao 6 dan. Ket co c6 thé dan dén chét nguoi.
Ta va sung phai la cong su.

Thoi nao, Sachs tham thi trong bung véi doi tht ctia minh. Théi nao, ra
mat di ch! Pay han la X165, nhét dinh thé. Co biét day khong phai la
Barry Shales, tén ban tia, han van dang bi doi ctia Lon Sellitto giam sat.

Ngay hom nay, da nhiéu lan c6 dé y thdy mdot chiéc xe con mau nhat -
dau tién la gan toa nha van phong ctia Henry Cross trén dwong Chambers.
Sau do la trén duong dén day va mot lan nita cach day muwdi lam phat. Co
chwa thiy r6 chiéc xe nhwng nhiéu kha nang né chinh la chiéc da theo doi
co tir nha Tash Farada tai Queens.

Lic dé y thay chiéc xe tdp vao mdot khoang trong cudi nga tw, c6 phan
van chwa biét xtt tri thé nao. Goi cho t6 Diéu van Trung wong hay don than
tiép can han ngoai dwong déu c6 thé dan dén mot tran dau sing, diéu chang
hay ho gi trong khu vuc dan cu day ddc nay.

Nén c6 quyét dinh ha han trong hém cut. C6 mua vé phan an Trung Hoa
la dé cho han c6 co hoi thay c6. Trwdc khi di khoi nha hang, c6 da tuon vii
khi ctia minh vao tdi thitc an. Sau do6 c6 bat dau bang qua duwong, can than
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khong té ra minh la mot muc tiéu, roi di vao hém cut, vé nhu chd tam vao
tai thc an nhung ky thyc dang danh hoi tw khong gian ngoai bién cua
minh dé biét khi nao tén nay sé ruc rich.

Co0 hoi ha chay vao cho cua trong con hém, biét ro chiéc xe d6 dang tién
dén roi ngtrng lai. Pung lic d6 c6 xoay nguoi, tha tdi thitc an va gitr chat
vii khi.

Gio thi c6 dang cho muc tiéu ra mat.

Han sé 14i sdu vao chang? Cé lé khong. Rat dé bi mac ket trong nay, mot
khi c6 xe tai chd hang hoac xe don nha dén.

Han da ra khéi xe va dang di nhanh vé phia c6 chang?

Long ban tay kho, ca hai mat déu mé - ta khong bao gio nén nhiu mat
khi ban sung. Va cha trong vao hai diéu duy nhat: Muc tiéu cuta ta va 16
ngam nam phia tredc sing. Mdc ké khe ngam nam phia sau hop khoa nong.
Khong thé thi¢ gi cling nhin 1 nét dugc.

Thoi nao!

Nhip tha déu.

Han dau? Pang di cham cham t6i, sap stra ti* goc hém nhdy vao tu thé nd
sung ctia han chang?

Hodc gia han da liéu trudc la co biét tong han? C6 thé han sé chdp mot
khach qua duvong dé quang vao hém nham lam c6 phan tam. Hodc st dung
ngwoi nay lam bia d& dan, hi vong Sachs sé phan tng va ban phai ngwdi vo
tOi.

Hit vao, thé ra, hit...

Co vira nghe mot giong néi w? Mot tiéng kéu khé?

Cai gi thé? Cham cham, Sachs buwéc vé khic con lai ctia con hém chit L.
Ngung lai, ép nguoi vao twong gach.

Han & noi quai nao vay? Phdi chang han cling dang gio cao sung, chia
ding vao diém co sé xuat hién néu cd tiép tuc budc téi?

Pugc r6i, ra théi. Chi can cui thap va luon & thé san sang no6 sung. Phai
coi chirng xung quanh.

Mot... hai...

Ral!
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Sachs nhdy vao khic chinh ctia con hém, sting gio 1én, va thu ngwoi vé
tw thé ngoi xom.

Pring lic dau goi trai cia c6 khuy han xuéng.

Co chwa kip nhin 16 noi ké an madt cé thé dang ndp chd minh thi da nga
lan ra mGt bén 1én nén da cudi, khé khan lam mdéi nhac duge ngon tay ra
khoi co sting dé sung khong bi cwdp co mot hai phat. Amelia Sachs lan mot
vong roi nam do ra, tr@ thanh mot muc tiéu hoan hao.

Ngay ca thi lwc cta ¢6 cling bd c6 ma di. Nwdc mat a ra vi dau. Nhung
coO ép ban than 16 di con dau roi loay hoay chuyén sang tw thé nam sap,
nong sung chia doc con hém cut, noi X165 sé tién dén ha ¢6. Nham vao cé.
Bén nhitng vién dan dau 16m®! vao ngudi co.

Chi c6 diéu han khong lam vay.

Co chdp mat, ép nwdc mat ra, doan 14y tay do chui mat dit doi.

Trong khong. Con hém trong khong. X165 da bién mat.

Lom com ding day, c6 bé sing vao bao r6i xoa bép dau goi. Co di khap
khiéng ra ngoai duwong roi khao sat nhitng ngwoi trén via hé. Nhung chang
ai dé y thdy chiéc xe nao nhat mau, chang ai thdy mét nguwdi dan 6ng gon
gang nao c6 toc mau nau, dang vé quan nhan hanh dong ky qudc, chang ai
thay vii khi gi ca.

Pitng chong nanh, nhin tir tdy sang dong. Tat ca déu yén binh, tat ca déu
binh thwong. Mot ngay binh thuong ¢ Tay Manhattan Thuong.

Guong lai cai chan dau, Sachs trd lai con hém cut. Chac, dau qua. Co
nhat tdi thitc an Trung Hoa r6i quang vao thung rac 16n.

Chéng ai 4p dung nguyén tic nim gidy vé thitc &n bi r6t'%! tai cac con
hém ctia thanh phé New York.
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“Pai Uy ndi ding,” Mychal Poitier goi v&i xudng tir chd hién tang hai
bén ngoai can ho cia Annette Bodel tai Nassau. “Cita s6 canh nha da bi
nay. Barry Shales hodc la ké an mat ctia anh da d6t nhap vao day, truGc
hodc sau khi giét nan nhan.”

Rhyme ngwéc 1én, mat nhiu lai nhin bau troi chéi chang. Anh khong thay
cau ta, chi thay cai bong mot long ban tay dang vay ué oai gan néc toa nha
noi c6 sinh vién kiém gai mai dam Annette ti'ng song.

Day chinh la hién trwedng vu 4n con lai ma anh da néi dén. Anh biét hung
tha giét Annette phai dén day dé tim bat ky thong tin nao ma nan nhan cé
thé biét vé han va chuyén di dén South Cove cua han vao tuan tredce. Tredc
dé Poitier va linh cta cdu ta da dén day - sau khi nan nhan dwgc trinh béo
mat tich, nhung chi dé xem nan nhan, hodc xac nan nhan, c6 & day khong.
Cac khéa ctra chua bi dung vao va canh sat khong diéu tra gi thém.

“Chac la sau khi giét nan nhan,” Rhyme goi véi 1én. C6 1€ trong s6 cac
cau héi ltc tra tdn Annette, c6 nhitng cau lién quan dén nhitng s6 danh ba
va tép may tinh c6 thé da dé cap dén han. DI nhién gom ca nhat ki. Tat ca
nhitng thit d6 chac da bién mat nhwng, anh hi vong, van con sét lai mot it
dau veét cua ké an mat.

Mot nhém nhé dan dia phwong, mdt rdm nang hay den dua, ding & gan
d6 hiéu ky xem doan lam viéc. Rhyme cho rang minh va Poitier phai néi
chuyén kin ddo hon, nhung bay mét rudi dé cao ngan cach khién ho khong
co lva chon nao khac ngoai viéc hét len.

“Pirng vao trong, dong chi ha si. D€ Ron lo.” Anh xoay ngudi lai. “Sao
roi, tan binh?”
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“Gan xong roi, Lincoln.” Cau ta van vao bo 4o lién quan ctia Canh luc
Hoang gia Bahamas danh cho viéc kham xét hién tredng vu an va dang lap
rap bo thiét bi co ban dung dé thu thap ching ct.

Rhyme chang buon can nhac chuyén dich than kham hién tredng nay,
madc du trwdc dé anh rat muon. Khong cé thang mdy trong toa nha, trong
khi mang cai xe lan nang trich 1én nhitng bac thang op ep la diéu gan nhw
khong thé. Va lai, Pulaski rat giéi. Gidi gan bang Amelia Sachs.

Cau canh sat ben ditng lai trudc Rhyme nhw thé chd chi thi. Nhung nha
khoa hoc hinh sy chi ngé 10i, “Pay la hién treong ctia cau. Cau biét phai
lam gi ma.”

Cau canh sat gat dau roi buwdc 1én bac thang.

Cau ta ra lwdi mat khoang mot gio.

Khi Pulaski tr6i ra, cing nita chuc tti thu thap chitng cit, cau héi Rhyme
va Poitier c6 muén xem qua chitng c& bay gid khong. Rhyme phan van
nhung cudi cung quyét dinh dem hét vé New York phan tich.

Mot phan la do anh da quen lam viéc vGi Mel Cooper. Mot phan 1a do
anh nh& Sachs, mot sy that anh khong muon chia sé véi bat ky ai... ngoai
trir co.

“Co phuong an vé nha nao day?” anh héi Thom.

Cau ta kiém tra dién thoai. “Néu ra dwgc san bay trong nita tiéng t6i thi
chung ta c6 thé 1én chuyén ké tiép.”

Rhyme liéc nhin ciu ha si.

“Ta mat hai chuc phut la cung,” Poitier néi.

“Gitta dong xe cd Bahamas dong khét tiéng thé nay u?” Rhyme héi mot
cach mia mai.

“Toi c6 den do ma.”

Pulaski di vé phia chiéc xe, minh van mac b6 4o lién quan, ung va mii
trum.

“Thay do di, tan binh. Cau mac nhuv vay chac hanh khach sé khéng vui
dau.”

“A, phai roi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhitng chiéc dén chép nhay qua dugc viéc va chang bao lau ho da dén
san bay. Ho ra khdi xe va Rhyme van & canh Poitier, trong khi Pulaski lo d&
hanh 1y va Thom sap xép trd xe. San bay ron ra du khach va dan ban dia,
khong khi day bui bam va nhitng tiéng dap nén inh 6i khong ngét cia cac
cong trinh xay dung. Va ca mui hwong ludn hién dién dy, khéi dot rac.

Rhyme chyc cat 16, nhung chit nghia bong bé anh ma di. Anh ép ching
thanh cau. “T6i xin 16i vé chuyén da xay ra tai noi an nap, dong chi ha si.
Phé canh sat tredng néi dang. Suyt nita toi da lam cau mat mang roi.”

Poitier cudi. “Nghé ctia ching ta chon khong phai 1a tha thu hay nha si
dau, dai uy. Pau phai ai trong ching ta ciing vé nha moi dém.”

“N6i sao thi t6i cling kém cdi, nhé ra toi phai x tri t6t hon.” Nhitng 10i
nay lam anh dau nhéi. “INhé ra t6i phdi liéu tredc chuyén bi tdn cong.”

“Toi lam mot nguwoi canh sat thye thu chwa duwogc bao 1au, dai iy a, nhung
toi dam noi la trong nganh nay khong phai thit gi cling liéu treée dugce dau.
Cong viéc cta ching ta dién r6 lam. Lwong thap, nguy hiém, trén dau la
chinh tri, hon loan n6 ra & moi géc phd.”

“Cau sé la tham t gioi, dong chi ha si.”

“T6i hi vong vay. Chac mot diéu la t6i cam thay thodi mai ¢ t6 nay hon
1a t6 Thanh tra va Cap phép Doanh nghiép.”

Mot anh dén chép nhay lam Rhyme chu y va anh nghe ca tiéng coi hu.
Mot xe canh sat dang lao nhanh t6i san bay, lang lach qua dong xe c0.

“A, chitng c cudi cling,” Poitier néi. “Tdi cit s¢ n6 khdng dén kip.”

Co thé 1a chitng ctr gi day? Rhyme ty hdi. Ho c6 moi chitng ct hién dién
¢ vu ban tia Moreno ciling nhw ¢ can ho cta Annette Bodel. Thg lan cling
da ngung tim vo dan cta Barry Shales r6i.

Cau ha si vay chiéc xe lai.

Anh canh sat da gap ho tai khach san South Cove dang cam lai. Tay cam
mot tdi dung chitng ct, anh ta ra khoi xe roi dua tay 1én chao, ctr chi chao
nham vao diém lung chirng gitta hai ngudi tredc mat.

Rhyme dan lai con théi thic ky khoi bao anh chao lai.

Poitier nhan 14y cai ti r6i cdAm on anh canh sat. Anh ta lai dap nhitng
ngon tay thang tap vao trudc tran roi trd lai xe, phong nhanh va bat coi hu
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lan dén nhay mat 1an nita, mac du nhiém vu ctia anh ta da hoan thanh.

“Cai gi day?”

“Anh khong biét a?” Poitier héi. “T6i nhd trong sach cua minh, anh
hwéng dan canh sat luon phai ngtti khong khi khi kham hién treong vu an
ma.”

Chau may, Rhyme nga nguoi xudng roi hit vao.

Mui thom ngao ngat cta thit 6c xa ct chién boc 1én tir céi tui.
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Soat, soat...

Trong nha bép ctia minh, Jacob Swann nham nhi mot ly Vermentino, loai
rwou nhe dé uéng cia Y dén tir ving Liguria. Hin lai mai tiép con dao caa
minh, mot con dao hiéu Kai Shun, nhung khong phai con dao xat. Pay la
san pham dong Deba kich thwdc 21,6 phan dung théai va réc thit miéng
nguyen ven.

Soat, soat, soat...

Han vu6t tir canh nay sang canh kia trén thanh da mai Arkansas, phong
cach mai dao riéng biét cia han. Khong bao gio vuot theo duwong tron.

Lic nay khoang 8 gio t6i. Nhac jazz phat trén mam dia than cta han.
Larry Coryell, nghé si ghi ta. Xét vé chuan muc thi chang ai bang 6ng, vdi
nhitng ban nhac do chinh 6ng soan va cad nhitng ban c6 dién. “Vi Khic
Pavane Cho Mot Cong Nwong Da Chét”!2%! 1a mot man trinh dién v song.

Nguoi deo tap dé, Swann ngoi tai cho ban thét. Vira ndy, han nhan mot
tin nhan tr tong bo khen nggi han hém nay lam rat t6t, xac nhan la han da
quyét dinh ding khi hoan lai viéc tdn cong Sachs. Shreve Metzger da cung
cap thém nhiéu théng tin nhwng hién tai khong con viéc gi nita. Ti nay han
c6 thé nghi ngoi. Va han dang tranh tha.

bén duéc mo 4o, man réem déu dong.

C6 mot cam giac lang man nao do trong khong trung. Swann nhin nguoi
phu ni* dang ng6i gan d6. Téc nang x0a xudng, nang dang mac mot cai 4o
thun cta han, mau den, va quan dui soc vuéng, ciing ctia han. Hinh nhu han
ngtti dugc hvong hoa, dwgm chut mui gia vi. Hwong va vi gan bé mat thiét
v6i nhau. Swann chwa hé ndu mon gi to tat khi bi cdm hay bi viém xoang

https://thuviensach.vn



ca. Phi sitc 1am gi? An udng vao thoi diém nhu vay ching khéc gi xem thiic
an chi dé lap day bung.

Mot cai toi.

Nguwoi phu nit, tén la Carol Fiori - cdi tén ky quac doi véi mot ngudi Anh
- nhin lai. Nang dang khoc khé.

Thi thodng nang phat ra tiéng ac dc ac nhu trwedc doé. Carol chinh 1a co6
gai chay bo da bat chuyén vdi han & 16i hém va pha hong co hoi lam tan
phé Amelia Sachs cia han. Mgt ci dam vao hong va bung la nang xong
doi. Han lai xe chuén nhanh vé nha. Han sé xt & tham t sau.

Ngay khi tré vé Brooklyn, han 16i Carol vao nha. Mac du ban dau nang
n6éi minh dang du lich cing “ban bé” nhung trén thuc té, nang dang don
doc du lich khap Hoa Ky trong mot thang, tinh viét mét bai bao vé chuyén
phiéu lvu cua minh.

Pon doc...

Han dang phan van khong biét lam gi vdi chién lgi pham caa minh.

Gio thi han da biét.

Lam, khong lam?

Lam.

Nang da thoi nhin cham chdp han van nai hay thi tham khan nai. Lic
nay, nang xoay cdp mat ngan ngan nwéc vé phia con dao Deba trong lic
han mai soat, soat. Thi thodng nang lai lac dau. Swann da tréi c6 tay va
chan nang vao mot cai ghé rat dep va ém theo phong cich St mang!Zl,
giong nhu da tr6i Lydia Foster.

“Xin anh,” nang tao khau hinh, mat nhin lwdi dao. Vay la man van nai
cta nang van chwa dit han.

Dén lwot han nghién cttu con dao, 1ay ngon cai thtr lwi dao mot cach ki
lvdng. Luc can vira dd, sac bén tuyét déi. Han hép thém rwgu vang roi bat
dau 16i nguyén liéu ra khai tua lanh.

Ho6i Jacob Swann con bé xiu, hoi chwa vao dai hoc, chwa vao quan doi,
chwa bat dau sy nghiép ctia han sau khi xuat ngti, han da biét danh gia cao
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gia tri cia bita an. Nhitng khoanh khac duy nhat ma han quay quan cung bo
me la nhitng ltic chuan bi bita com chiéu va ng6i xuéng dung bita.

Ong b6 Andrew Swann to kénh cta hin khong nghiém khéc, cling ching
nguge dai hin. Ong chi don gian 14 xa cdch va luén ddm chim vao nhitng
ké hoach, nhitng bon phan va nhitng thit lam 6ng sao nhang, nhitng th
phan nhiéu phat sinh ti* cong viéc cuia 6ng trong thé gidi cd bac ctia thanh
pho Atlantic. Cau bé Jacob chwa bao gio biét chinh xac b6 minh lam gi -
néu xét dén sy nghiép hién tai ctia chinh han, thi 6ng Andrew héi dy c6 thé
lam trong nganh chap phap. Céi nghiép cha truyén con ndéi dy. Nhung diéu
duy nhat ma me con Jacob biét rd vé ngwdi bé nay la 6ng rat hau an, va hai
nguoi chi cé thé khién 6ng dé y va cha tam thong qua thiec an.

Me Marianne khong phai 1a dau bép thién bam, ba ghét chuyén bép ntic
la dang khac. Chi sau khi ba va Andrew bat dau hen ho, ba méi bat dau trau
do6i k§ nang ctia minh. Jacob nghe 16m ba ké cho mot ¢6 ban vé mot trong
nhitng bita com dau tién ba niu.

“Mon gi day?” Andrew hach sach.

“Hamburger Helper!Z2], dau ngy va...”

“Co noi vai toi la biét nau nwéng ma.”

“Thi em ndu ro6i ma.” Ba vay tay vé cdi chdo ran.

Andrew quang khan an xuéng roi rdi khoi ban an, di dén song bac.

Thé 1a h6m sau ba mua mot cudn sach day ndu an cta Betty Crocker roi
bat dau thuwe hanh.

Vao nhitng budi chiéu trong cin nha 16!23! cia ho, cau bé Jacob thuwong
quan sat ba luéng cuong lam moén ga thai miéng ham s6t trang hodc ca
tuyét 4p chdo. Ba chién dau véi thitrc an, ba vat 16n. Ba khong hoc cac
nguyén tac va quy tac dau tién (ma suy cho cung chi toan héa hoc va vat
ly). Thay vi vay, ba tiép can moi cong thitc nhw thé minh chwa tirng thay
mot miéng bit tét, miéng ca bon hay dong bot lanh nao. Moi moén sét ctia ba
déu von cuc, dwgec ném ném ky qudc va ludén qua man - mac du Andrew
khong thay vay, nén c6 1é ching chang man gi.
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Khoéng giong con trai minh, Marianne hét sitc cang thang truéc va trong
khi chuan bi bita an nén lic nao ba cting uéng hon mét ly rugu vang. Mot
chut whisky nita. Hodc bat ky thi gi nam trong ta.

Nhung ba chiu kho va tray trat lam méi nau dwgc nhitng bita an da ngon
dé gitr chan Andrew trong khoang mot gio. Thé ma, y nhu rang, hé Andrew
khua chiéc nia trang miéng vao do s, nuot wc lan cudi mot ngum 16n ca
phé - Andrew khong quen nhdm nhi - la 6ng ding day di mat. Luc thi
xuong ham dé thyc hién nhitng dy an kinh doanh bi méat ctia minh, lic thi
dén mdot quan rwgu dia phwong, lic thi quay lai song bac. D€ chich & hang
x6m, Jacob suy doan, khi han biét thé nao la chich.

Sau gid hoc hodc cudi tuan, néu han khéng ban nén do van cac doi tha
do vat ctia minh hodc so tai trong doi sung truong @ treong, Jacob sé choi
trong nha bép, 1at hét cac trang sach day nau an, ngoi gan me xem ba tan
pha can bép, vdi sita va sot ca chua virong vai khap noi, vé hat anh tic tung
tée nhw manh liu dan, hang dong phé liéu rau thom, bot, bot ngo, noi tang.
Mau me tung tée nita.

Doi khi ba ban ngap dau ngap c6 va phai nho han phu rit sun, loc xwong
va xit méng thit ]am moén scaloppine!Z4l. C6 vé nhu trong suy nghi cia
Marianne, con trai thwong thich dung dao hon may danh tring.

“Nhin kia cung. Con giéi 1dm. Ong hang thit bé bong cta t6i oi!”

ROi han thdy minh ngay cang phu trach nhiéu viéc hon, chita mén ham
theo ban nang, cat min hon, tat bép ding lic trwde khi do an séi sung suc.
Me sé vo ma han r6i rét thém rugu vang.

Lic nay, Swann nhin nguwoi phu nit dang bi tréi vao ghé. Han van con
gian chuyén nang da pha héng ké hoach ban chiéu cua han.

Nang lai khoc.

Han tiép tuc chuan bi bita com ba mén cho t6i nay. Mén khai vi la mang
tdy hap trong hon hgp nuwdc va rugu vermouth, ngdm thém mot 14 nguyét
qué troi va mot nhim x6 thom. Cac cudng mang tay sé gac 1én mot 16p sa
lat ng6 va dugc diém nhitng giot s6t hollandaise nha lam - mau ch6t nam &
cho “diém”, bai moi khi long do gap bo, ta rat dé qua tay. Meo nau mang
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tay di nhién la canh thoi gian. Ngwoi La Ma c6 mdt thanh ngir sao rong -
Lam viéc gi trong khodng thoi gian ndu mdng tdy nghia la lam nhanh viéc
do.

Swann nhdp rwgu va chuan bi nwéc hap. Poan han tia rau thom trong
trong khung chu ctra so.

Khi ngudi me roi bo ho - regu cong voi 132 kilomét/gio khong cai day
an toan - cau bé Jacob mudi sau tudi nhan dam dwong viéc bép nic.

Chi hai nguoi bon hg, cha va con.

Dita tré mdi 16n lam hét nhw me, cam chan b6 Andrew bang nhitng bita
com, c6 khac chang la thang bé wa thich bép ntic va gioéi hon han me minh.
N6 bat dau phuc vu cac bita an nhiéu mon - chang khac thye don cta dau
bép dich thyc - dé kéo dai thoi gian hai bd con ng6i an cung nhau. Mot
khac biét nita sau cung ciing hién hién: N6 phat hién minh thich ndu nwéng
hon 1a bé thoi gian ng6i an, né nhan thay minh chang thich 6ng bo nhiéu
nhan gi. Jacob lam gi 6ng ciling chang quan tdm: choi dién t&, quyén cudc,
do vat, san ban, sting 6ng néi chung va quyén Anh khong gang. Andrew
chang thiét néi gi nhiéu ngoai ban than minh.

Co lan, khi Jacob mudi tam tudi, bo han tré vé nha cung mot & téc vang
xinh x4n, dep 14 déng khac. Ong néi véi a 1a “con tdi” nau &n ngon 1dm. C&
nhv 6ng dang khoe chiéc nhan kéch cdm & ngén it vay. Ong bao Jacob,
“Lam moén gi ngon ngon cho c¢6 Cindy day an, dugc chwa? Lam mon gi
ngon ngon cho quy co xinh dep nay.”

Bay gio Jacob da hiéu biét nhiéu vé vi khuan Ecoli. Mdc du han rat
muon thdy 4 Cindy hai mwoi bon tudi nay non oe dén chét, hodc chi non
thoi cling dwgc, nhwng han khong dt can dam dé cha tam lam héng mot
moén an. Han dugce 4 khen tdm tac vé mon ga cuén phoé mai, m6t mén han
khong ché bién bang cach gia tc ga cho det ra, thay vao dé han xat miéng
thit ga thanh nhiéu tdm mong dé cudn phan phé mai Gruyeére va - theo cong
thitc cua rieng minh - giam bong Parma.

Ong hang thit. ..

Khong lau sau, chi nghia khing b6 gidy chan dong cad nwéc My. Lic
Jacob nhap ngfi, nguoi ta hdi vé tai nang va sd thich cd nhan nhung han
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khong tiét 16 minh biét ndu an, sg sé bi diéu vao bép an tap thé trong bon
nim t&i. Han biét ching vui swéng gi khi nau thitc &n trén ban gia nhiétZ!
cho ca nghin linh mot Iic. Cha yéu han mudn giét nguwdi. Hoac khién bon
ching la thét that thanh. Hodc ca hai. Han khong thay c6 khac biét gi 16n
gitta con nguwdi va con vat nuoi lay thit. That vay, nghi ma xem, bo va ctru
déu v6 t0i, vady ma ching ta xat ching ra chang can nghi nggi. Con ngudi,
mat khac, néu khong pham t0i nay thi cling pham t6i khac, vy ma chuing ta
lai chan chit khi st dung dan hay dao 1én ké khac.

Pring ra la mot vai nguwdi trong s6 ching ta.

Han nhin Carol mét lan nita. Nang c6 nhiéu co bap day nhung nhgt nhat
qua. Chac nang tap thé hinh chu yéu & phong tap hodc boi kem chéng nang
khi chay. Han m¢&i nang mét it rwgu. Nang lac dau. Han cho nang nuwéc roi
gitt cho nang uéng ntra chai.

Mon thit hai han nau cho bita té6i hom nay la mot bién thé cia mon khoai
tdy Anna. Khoai tdy ndu dé xat lat va 16t vo, xép tang theo hinh xodn 6c réi
nau trong bo va dau 6 liu, cling nhidu muéi bién va tiéu. O giita s& 1a mot
vién kem chua twoi ma han khudy cung mot it - rat it - mat phong twoi, va
chi mat phong twoi. Sau cung la ndm cuc den xat vun. Mén nay han lam
trong mot cai chdo ran nho bang sat dic. Han sé bo khoai tay trén bép trudc
roi lam gion madt trén bén dudi 10 nwéng Miele.

Khoai tay két hgp v6i mat phong cung nam cuc. Ai ma ng@ dugc?

Cha, han bat dau thay doi.

Khi Jacob méi ngoai hai mwaoi, bo han chét vi mot thit c6 thé goi la van
de vé da day, tuy khong phai la ung buéu. Bon phat dan chin li vao bung.

Tay linh tré thé sé tra thu ma chang bao gid thwe hién. Cé v6 s6 ngudi co
dong co ra tay - thi ra Andrew bay lau da gid du th tro phan phtc, nhé ra
ong phai biét chang nén lam tai thanh pho Atlantic nay. Tim ra hung thu sé
mat khoi thoi gian. Va lai, thyc sy ma néi, Jacob cling chang buon long gi.
That ra, khi han m@ tiéc cam ta sau tang 1€, nhiéu kha nang tén hung thu
cling c6 mat trong s6 nhitng doi tac lam an da dén dy. Tuy nhién, cé6 mot sy
trd thu tinh vi dién ra tai sw kién nay. Moén chinh cua bita tiéc la penne alla
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puttanesca, mot mén cay c6 thanh phan chinh la ca chua, cai tén cua né
trong tiéng Y nghia 1a “theo phong cach géi diém”. Hin 1am moén nay ting
a ban gai hién tai ctia bg, & khong phai la Cindy nhung biét dau day.

bém nay, mén tht ba cia Jacob Swann, mén chinh, sé rit dac biét.
Nhiém vu “Moreno” bay lau qua tray trat nén han muon ty nuong chiéu ban
than.

Moén chinh s& c6 phong cach Veronique!Z6!, Hin 1am mén nay bdng nho
xat tron va hanh tim, mong bang nhau, b6 vao nuwéc sot bo trang - nudc sét
nay co it reou hon mot chiat (han khéng bao gio dung giam) vi cé thanh
phan nho.

Han sé xat cho thit ddc biét nay thanh nhitng lat hinh trai xoan gan nhw
trong md, ngao ching vao bt nhao Phap loai 45 r6i ap chdo nhanh trong
hon hgp dau 6 liu va bo (di nhién lu6n la hon hgp hai thit nay, bo néu dung
1é loi sé chdy con nhanh hon tau ché dau bi 1at).

Han moi Carol uong thém nwéc. Nang khong c6 hitng thu. Nang da bé
cuoc.

“Thodi mai di,” han thi tham.

Nuwdc ham dang so6i trong n6i ham mang tdy, khoai tdy dang tré nau nhin
thich mat dwéi lita nwéng, dau va bo néng 1én cham cham, nha ra mui
hwong quyén rii cta ching.

Swann lau sach cai thét han sé dung xat thit cho mén chinh.

Nhung tride khi bat tay vao viéc, rigu vang. Han mé va ché mot ly rugu
nho Sauvignon Blanc ctia New Zealand, hiéu Cloudy Bay, mot trong nhitng
loai rgu ngon nhat hanh tinh. Han do dy khong biét cé nén thtr loai rugu
sti tam thwong hang, Pelorus, ctia vieon nho nay khong, nhung han khong
nghi mot minh han udng hét ca chai, trong khi bot tat nhién khong giir 1au
duoc.
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“Da anh rdm nang ro6i,” Sellitto noi.

“Pau cb.”

“Co6 ma. Anh phai boi kem chéng nang cht, Linc.”

“T6i c6 ram nang cai khi gi dau,” anh lau bau.

“T6i nghi la c6 ddy,” Thom dé thém.

Bay gio la gan 8 gio sang. Thom, Pulaski va Rhyme da bay tir san bay
LaGuardia vé ddy mudn, gan 11 gio dém qua, va cau ho ly nang nac doi
Rhyme di ngt ngay. Vu an cé6 thé chd dén sang hom nay.

Lic d6 anh khong tranh cdi gi, nha khoa hoc hinh sy da kiét qué. Cu
nhan nwdc da bat dau cé tac dong xdu. Toan b chuyén di déu nhw thé.
Nhung diéu do6 khong ngan cdn Rhyme triéu tdp Thom ngay khi anh thitc
gidc vao 6 rudi sang bang céng tac goi diéu duwdng canh giwong. (Cau ho ly
néi cai thiét bj ndy rat Downton Abbey!ZZ! nhwng Rhyme khong hiéu).

Phong khach dang so6i noi vdi s c6 mat caa Sellitto, Cooper va Sachs.
Va Ron Pulaski - ngudi that sy trong nhw bi rdm nang - chi méi dang buéc
qua nguong ctta. Nance Laurel phdi ra toa xtt ly mot vu an khac cuaa co ta
nén sé dén sau.

Rhyme ngoi xe lan m@i, hiéu Merits Vision Select. Mau xam c6 chan
bun do. Chiéc xe dugc giao dén va lap rap ngay hom qua, trede khi Rhyme
tir Bahamas tr¢ vé. Thom da goi cho cong ty bao hiém cta ho tir Nassau va
thwvong lwong dé mua nhanh chiéc nay. (“Ho chang biét noi gi,” cau ho ly
bao cdo, “khi t6i dwa ra ly do mat chiéc xe lan la vi ‘ngap trong ba mét
nwéc’”)

Rhyme da chon chinh dong xe nay béi vi né noi tiéng vGi chirc nang di
trén dia hinh go ghé. Sy dé dat khong muon xuat hién tredc cong chiing cta
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anh xwa kia da bién mat - cha yéu la nho chuyén di dén Bahamas. Anh
muon di day dé nhiéu hon va muén tw minh kham xét hién treong vu an tr@
lai. Biéu nay doi hoi mot chiéc xe lan gitip anh dén dwgc cang nhiéu noi
cang tot.

Chiéc Merits da dwgc cai tién mot chut dé phu hgp véi bénh trang cta
Rhyme - chang han nhu sgi day rang cho canh tay trai bat dong cta anh,
mot ban ré bén duwdi ngén ap ut trai con hoat dong cua anh, va di nhién, mot
bd phan gitt tach, da 16n cho c6c whisky hay ca phé. Lic nay anh dang
thuwéng thitc coc ca phé thong qua mot 6ng hit day com. Anh nhin lwét qua
Sellitto, Sachs va Pulaski r6i nghién cttu tdm bang trang, trén c6 chita cac
ghi chu ctia Sachs vé cudc diéu tra lic anh vang mat.

“Thoi gian dang bi phung phi.” Anh hét dau vé phia chi 1énh STO. “Ong
Rashid sé chau troi sau mot hai ngay nita néu ching ta khong c6 hanh dong
gi. Dé xem chung ta biét gi r6i.” Anh bén lan xe t6i lui trudc ché bang
trang, chita thong tin phan tich cho chitng cit ma Sachs thu thap tai hién
treong bom ty ché & quan Java Hut va can ho cta Lydia Foster.

“Mot may bay mau lam w?” anh vira héi vira ngam nghi vé ghi chu do.

Sachs giai thich nhitng gi Henry Cross da ké véi c6. Vé chiéc may bay tw
nhan hinh nhw dang bam dudi Moreno khap Hoa Ky va khu vuc Trung My
lan Nam My.

“Toi da nho mot canh sat trong Pon vi Cong tac Pac biét caa dai ay
Myers tim kiém nhung ho cling khong thu dugce gi nhiéu. Khong cé co s@
dir liéu nao vé may bay xép theo mau ca. Tuy nhién, néu n6 dwgc ban gan
day thi nhitng nguwdi méi gidi c6 thé cé gidy to ban hang kém anh. Ong dy
van dang kiém tra.”

“Pugc roi. Bay gio ta xem nhitng gi tim dwgc tai Bahamas. Thit nhat 1a
Budng Khw.”

Rhyme gidi thich cho Sachs va Cooper biét X165 hay Barry Shales da
pha huy hién trweong tai khach san nhw thé nao, nhwng anh c6 mot vai thi,
bao gobm ban bao c4do so bo ma canh sat s@ tai da lap ra, cung vGi cac anh
chup. Sachs dan cho anh nay Ién mét bang trang riéng, cung vGi ban goc
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bao cdo so sai vé hién trweong vu &n ma Canh lyc Hoang gia Bahamas da
thuwe hién.

Trong nira tiéng tiép theo, Sachs va Cooper can thdn mé ra va phan tich
cho giay dép cung quan 4o ctia ba nan nhan & day phong 1200 vao sang
ngay 9 thang 5. Mo6i bao ni 16ng dugc md ra trén mot to gidy in bao kho
rong voO trung, moi mén quan 4o va giay dép dugc lya ra va quét tim dau
Vét.

Giay cua Moreno, ngudoi ve si va de la Rua co nhitng sgi y hét cac sgi
trong tdm tham khach san va c6 16p bui khép véi nhitng mau 1ay tir via he
va khudn vién trudc khach san. Ao quan cac nan nhan chita dau vét tuwong
tw cung cac mau vun cua bita an mdi nhat, doan chirng la bita sang vi ho
chét trwdc bita trira. V&i Moreno va nguoi vé si, Cooper tim thay nhiéu vun
banh, vét mit cing mau thit hun khéi, va hat da hwong!Z8! cting mot loai sét
tieu chwa xac dinh trén ao khoac ctia ong phong vién. Moreno va nguoi vé
si cling c6 nhiéu vét nhé dau tho trén giay, co tay ao va tay 4o, co 1é tir budi
gdp mat hai nguwoi tham du bén ngoai khach san vao ngay th Hai, khong
c6 nhiéu nha may loc dau tai New Providence nén c6 thé ho da dung bita
t0i canh bén tau. Nguwoi vé si c6 mot it tan thudc trén so mi.

Thong tin nay dugc ghi 1én bang va Rhyme chi y ma khong chu trong
dén thong tin nao trén do, vi suy cho cung, hung thu cach ho hon mot cay
so rudi khi ban phat sing dy. X165 da ngu tai khach san, nhung cho du han
c6 1én vao chinh Bubéng Khir di nita thi cling chang con lai dau vét gi.

Anh néi, “Bay gio xem dén bao cao giai phau tt thi.”

Ciing khong c6 gi la & day. Moreno bi thiét mang vi mot vét thwong cuc
16n do dan ban vao nguc, nhitng nan nhan con lai chét vi mat mau do bi
manh kinh bay trong phong rach tring nhiéu ché. Nhitng manh kinh nay c6
nhiéu kich thwéc khac nhau, phan 16n rong tir 3 dén 4 milimét, dai tr 2-3
phan.

Cooper xem qua cdc mau thudc va gidy géi keo ma nhitng nhan vién
kham hién treong ban dau cta Poitier tim thdy trong Buong Khir nhung
nhitng th nay khong cho két qua gi hitu dung. Cac mau thuéc déu cung
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mot hiéu vdi géi Marlboro tim thay trén xac ngwoi vé si, keo thi 1ay tir gid
qua danh cho Moreno khi anh ta dén khach san. Cac dau van tay ma
Pulaski da 1ay, khong nam ngoai du doan, déu tra vé két qua am tinh trong
tat ca cac co s& dit liéu.

“Ta chuyén sang can ho cta c6 gai ban dam. Annette Bodel.”

Pulaski da lam rat tot khi thu thdp dwgc nhiéu dau vét gan nhitng cho
hung thu da luc loi, cing v6i cac mau do6i chitng dé loai trir bat c thit gi
xem ra khong phdi ti* ngwdi han. Cooper quan sat cdic moén nay va, thi
thodng, chay cidc mau qua mday sac ky khi/mdy pho ké khoéi lwong
(GC/MS). Cubi cung anh thong bao, “Trwdc hét, ta tim thay nhién liéu danh
cho dong co hai thi.”

DPay la dong co loai nho, hai thi, nhw dong co trong xe trugt tuyét va cua
mady, trong d6 nhét boi tron dwgc pha trye tiép vao xang.

“Chac la mo t6 nwdc,” Rhyme noéi. “Nan nhan lam viéc ban thoi gian
trong mot tiém ban do lan. Co thé khong phdi tir hung tha nhung ching ta
sé lwru y dén chi tiét nay.”

“Va cat nita,” anh k¥ thuat vién thong bdo. “Cung vGi can nuwéc bién.”
Anh d6i chiéu thanh phan héa hoc cia cac mau nay véi nhitng thit ghi trén
bang vé hai hién trwong trwdc. “Cha, c6 thé noi day ciing chinh la chat
Amelia tim thay tai quan Java Hut.”

Nghe xong, Rhyme nhuwéng may. “Ha, m6t mdi lién hé chac chan gitta
X165 va Bahamas. Ta biét han da vao can ho cia Annette va toi chac chan
99% han 1a ké ngu tai South Cove vao ngay 8 thang 5. Vay c6 chitng cw
nao lién két han véi Lydia Foster khéng?”

Pulaski chi ra, “Téc nau, theo mo ta caa ha si Poitier vé ké c6 mat tai
khach san South Cove, ké da ¢ ddy ngay trudc khi Moreno bi giét.”

“Chi tiét nay chi dé xuat kha nang ddy thdi, chi chva chithg minh dwoc.
Tiép di, Mel.”

Anh k¥ thuét vién dang nhin cham cham qua 6ng soi cua kinh hién vi.
“Cai nay la lung day. Mot cai mang nao do, mau cam. T0i sé cho chay mot
phan mang qua GC/MS.”

Vai phiit sau anh ta da cé két qua tit may sac ky khi/khoi pho ké.
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Cooper doc, “DHA, C22:6n-3 - axit docosahexaenoic.”

“Dau ca,” Rhyme ndi, mat nhin vao man chiéu hinh anh tr kinh hién vi.
“Va v6i cai mang nay, moi ngudi c6 thdy & géc phdi bén trén khong? Toi
cho day la tritng ca: tritng ca thwong. Hodc tritng cad mudi.”

“Con c0 it CgHgO5 nita,” Cooper noi.

“Toi chiu,” Rhyme lau bau.

Viéc tra cttu mat ba mwoi gidy. “Vanillin.”

“Chat chiét xudt tr vani u?”

“Pung vay.”

“Thom! Thom, vao day. Cau dang & noi khi gi6 nao vay?”

Giong cau ho ly dat vao phong. “Anh can gi?”

“Can cau c6 mat & day. Trong phong.”

Xan tay 4o xuong, cau ho ly nhap bon. “T6i lam sao khang lai dwgc 1énh
triéu tap lich sy nhw thé cha?”

Sachs cuoi.

Rhyme chau may. “Nhin cho biéu do kia di, Thom. Van dung ky nang
am thuc cta cdu. No6i toi biét suy nghi ctia cau vé nhitng muc day, biét rang
axit docosahexaenoic va CgHgO5 lan lugt 1a tring cd mudi va vani.”

Cau ho ly ditng nhin cac biéu d6 mot hoi. Mat cau chuyén thanh mot nu
cwoi. “Quen lam... Cho chiut.” Cau di dén mot may tinh gan dé roi truy cap
bdo New York Times. Cau duyét mang it lau. Rhyme khong thiy chinh xac
cau ta dang xem cai gi. “Cha, hay that.”

“A, cau chia sé cai doan hay ddy duwoc khong?”

“Hai hién trwong vu an kia - Lydia Foster va Java Hut - cé ddu vét cta
atiso va cam thao, ding khong?”

“Pung,” Cooper xac nhan.

Cau xoay may tinh cho ho nhin. “Cha, két hgp nhitng thanh phan day véi
tri’ng cd mudi va vani la ta c6 mot mén cuc dat tién duge phuc vu tai
Patchwork Goose. Gan day cé bai bao viét vé chinh mén nay trong muc
Am thyc day.”

“Patchwork... cdi quai gi thé?” Sellitto lau bau.
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Sachs noi, “Pé la mot trong nhitng nha hang sang trong nhat thanh pho.
Ho phuc vu bdy, tdm mon trong bon tiéng, mén nao cling kéem rugu. Ho
lam mdy thit ky qudc nhw ndu bang ni to 16ng va den kho. Di nhién la to6i
chwa bao gio dén day.”

“Pung thé,” Thom vira n6i vira hat dau vé phia man hinh. Pay c6 vé nhw
la mét cong thitc mén an. “Va dé la mét trong nhitng mon ay: ca hoéi an
cung atis6 nau trong nwdc léo cam thdo va duwgce trang tri bang tritng ca va
soOt tritng vani. Hung tha ctia moi nguwoi dé lai lwgng nho nhitng thanh phan
u?”

“Pung vay,” Sachs nai.

Sellitto héi, “Vay ra han lam viéc trong nha hang ay a?”

Thom lac dau. “Chéc khong dau. O nhitng ché nhu thé, anh phai lam sdu
ngay mot tuan, muoi hai gio moi ngay. Han lam gi c6 thai gian lam sét tha
chuyén nghiép duwgc. Ma chac han cling chang phai 1a thyc khach & day.
T6i khong nghi may thanh phan ddy lai chuyén sang hoac dinh lai trén do
quan han hon vai gio dau. Nhiéu kha nang la han ty lam moén nay tai nha.
Tu cong thirc ¢ day.”

“Tét, tot,” Rhyme thi tham. “Bay gio ching ta biét X165 dén Bahamas
vao ngay 15 thang 5 dé giét Annette Bodel, dat bom tu ché tai Java Hut roi
giét Lydia Foster. Han c6 18 da & khach san South Cove ngay trueéc khi
Moreno bi ban. Han don duong cho Barry Shales ra tay.”

Sachs noi, “Va ta biét han thich ndu nwéng. Cé thé tredc day la dan nha
nghé. Chi tiét day biét dau c6 ich.”

Cooper nhdc dién thoai 1én bat may. Rhyme khong nghe thdy dién thoai
reo, anh khong biét 1a do dién thoai dé ché do rung hay do tai anh con bi &
nuwdc tir chuyén tam bién. Mat anh van nhitc nhiéu lam.

Anh k¥ thuat vién hién tredng vu an cdm on nguwoi goi roi thong bao
“Chutng t6i da cho phan tich lgn téc ndau ma Amelia tim thay tit nha cta
Lydia Foster. Vira ndy la cudc goi bao két qua tr CODIS. Khong c6 thong
tin. Du ké gidu mat nay la ai di nita thi han ciing khong c6 trong bat ky co
s@ dit lieu ADN t0i pham nao.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Khi Sachs viét nhitng kham pha méi nhat cua ho 1én bang trang, Rhyme
néi, “Gio thi ta cling c6 tién trién ro6i. Nhung mau chét tom Metzger 1a khau
sung ban tia va mau choét tim ra khau sung la vién dan. Ta xem vién dan

2

nao.
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Madc du nguoi ta da 1dy mang nhau bang sing 6ng ca nghin nam nay
nhwng phéan tich sing dan vé mat phap y van la mot nganh khoa hoc twong
d6i mai.

Bang cach ap dung nganh khoa hoc nay - cé thé néi la lan dau tién trén
thé gidi - cac diéu tra vién tai Anh vao gitta thé ki XIX da budc mot hung
thu thu t0i dua trén co s& khép mot vien dan véi cai khuon dic ra n6. Nam
1902, mot nhan chitng chuyén gia (chinh 1a Oliver Wendell Holmes!Z2!)
giip cong t0 vién budc to6i mot nghi can bang cach khép mot vién dan ban
thi t* sing cta hung thu vdi dau dan gay an.

Tuy nhién, tan dén khi Calvin Goddard, bac si va nha khoa hoc phap vy,
xuat ban cuén “Pan dao hoc phap y” vao nam 1925, nganh khoa hoc nay
m&i thue su cat canh. Goddard cho dén nay van dwoc xem la cha dé cta
khoa hoc dan dao.

Rhyme c6 ba muc tiéu khi 4p dung cac quy tac ma Goddard da vach ra
cach day chin mwoi nam. Thit nhat, xac dinh vién dan. Thi hai, tir thong tin
d6 xac dinh loai sting c6 thé da ban vién dan nay. Thit ba, lién két vién dan
cu thé nay véi mét khau sung cu thé st dung loai dan do, tir dé c6 thé truy
ra tay sung, trong truong hgp nay la Barry Shales.

Ca doi gio day bat dau gidi cau héi thit nhat. Vién dan.

Peo gang va khau trang, Sachs mé& tui ni 16ng chita vién dan, mét khoi
chi¥ nhat thuén bang dong va chi cé hinh thu bt thwong. C6 nhin so qua
né. “Mot vién dan la lung. Bat thwong. Thit nhat, n6 qua 16n - 19,5 gam.”

Trong lwgng cua vat phéng ban ra tir sing - goi la dau dan - cta phan
nhiéu sing san, stng chién dau va ké ca sting ban tia nho hon nhiéu,
khoang 11,7 gam.
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Co do vién dan bang mot thiét bi do nong, mot dia kim loai phang trén
dong nhiéu 16 c6 kich thwéc khac nhau. “Con la ¢& hiém gap nita. Lén lam.
10,67 1i.”

Rhyme chau may. “Khong phai 10,57 a?” DPay la suy doan ban dau ctia
anh khi thdy né trong Buong Khir. C& 10,57 li la mot cach tan méi day cua
dan sting treong, do hang Barret Arms c6 tiéng thiét ké. Vién dan loai nay
la mot bién thé cta c& 12,7 li dugc linh ban tia khap thé gigi st dung.
Trong khi mot s6 qudc gia va cac bang & My da cadm st dung c& 12,7 li cho
muc dich dan dung, c& 10,57 li van hgp phap & hau hét cac noi khac.

“Khong, nhat dinh 16n hon.” N6i r6i Sachs quan sat vién dan bang kinh
hién vi, cong suat thap. “Va thiét ké rat tinh vi. Loai dau rong bit ch6p nhua
- loai dan spitzer cai tién.”

Chang la gi khi cac nha san xuat vii khi bat dau tich hgp khi dong hoc
vao kiéu dang cac loai dan trong khodng thoi gian may bay duwgc phat trién.
DPan spitzer - bat nguon tir mot ti tiéng Pirc c6 nghia la “dan nhon” - dugc
phat trién cho muc dich ban stng truong tam xa. Nho kiéu dang thon dai
nén dan rat chinh xac. Nhuwgc diém duy nhat la dan van nguyén ven khi
dam vao muc tiéu nén sic cong pha kém hon han dan dau 10m, c6 chép
tron, luon nd bung trong da thit.

Mot sO nha san xudt dan nghi ra cach ghép mot chép nhwa nhon 1én trén
mot dau dan 16m. Chép nay cho vién dan kiéu dang thon dai ctia dan spitzer
nhung bung ra khi tring muc tiéu, cho phép dau dan né bung.

Pay la loai dan Barry Shales da dung dé sat hai Robert Moreno.

“Pé hoan chinh thiét ké thon dai nay,” c¢6 n6i thém, “vién dan con la loai
dubi thuyén - phan dudi hep lai, hét nhw thuyén buém dua, dé giam luwc can
khi dan lao qua khong khi.”

Co tom tat, “Vién nay 16n, nang, chinh xac hét sdy.” Poan c6 hat dau vé
phia tdim anh hién tredng chup Moreno nam song soai trén di vang trong
Budéng Khtr, mau va mo tda ra ti sau lung. “Va cé sttc cong pha 16n.”

C0 cao dau dan r6i phan tich mot dau tich théi - chat khi va nhitng hat
thudc con sot lai sau khi thu6c sung boc chdy. “Loai thuwgng hang,” c6 néi.
“Hat nd c6é chat lugng twong tw diém Federal 210, thudc sing hiéu
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Hodgdon Extreme Extruded - dugc san xuat vdi dung sai cao nhat. Pay la
siéu dan.”

“Ai san xuat?” Pay la cau hoi quan trong.

Nhung tim kiém trén Internet trd vé rat it két qua. Khong nha sdn xuat
16n nao nhv Winchester, Remington hay Federal chao ban va cling khong
nha ban 1é nao nhap kho loai dan nay. Tuy nhién, Sachs tim thady mot vai
cho dé cap dén su ton tai cta loai dan bi an nay trén mot s6 dién dan sung
ong it ai biét va tim ra rang mot cong ty vii khi tai New Jersey, Walker
Defense Systems[®%, ¢ thé chinh 1a nha san xuat. Trang mang ctia cong ty
nay tiét 16 rang, mac du Walker khong lam sung truedng, né san xuat mot
loai dan spitzer du6i thuyén 10,67 li bit chép nhura.

Sachs nhin Rhyme. “Hg chi ban cho quan doi, canh sat... va chinh phu
lien bang.”

Muc tiéu dau tién da dugc thoa man, dac diém nhan biét vién dan. Bay
gi® ca doi chuyén sang tim loai khi gigi da ban vién dan dé.

“Trwdc tién,” Rhyme hoi, “sting nay thudc loai co cau ban nao? Thoi
nap, ban tw dong, ba phat lién thanh, ty dong? Sachs, em nghi sao?”

“Linh ban tia khéng bao gio dung loai ty dong hoan toan hodc lién thanh
nhiéu phat - rat khé can bang giita do giat lién tuc va khoang cach 16n. Néu
day la loai thoi nap thi han da khéng ban ba phat r6i. Néu phat dau truot,
héan sé lam kinh dong muc tiéu r6i muc tiéu sé tim ché ndp. Em nghi la loai
ban ty dong.”

Sellitto noi. “Tim ra ciing khong kho6 1am dau. Nhat dinh chi c6 mot, hai
loai sting trén thé gigi ban dwgc dan nhw vay. Kha dac trung.”

“Kha dac trung,” Rhyme thot ra, kém mot chit mia mai. “Khac gi n6i
hoi c6 thai.”

“Linc,” Sellitto vui vé tra 16i, “anh tirng nghi dén chuyén day tiéu hoc
chwa? Tui nho sé thich anh cho xem.”

Nhung nghiém tic ma néi, Rhyme biét Sellitto ding. Vién dan cang
hiém thi cang c6 it loai sting ban duwgc. Nhw vay sé dé xac dinh khau sing
treong nay hon va tir dé dé truy ra né dén Barry Shales hon.
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Hai dac tinh ctia mot vién dan c6 thé gan né véi khau sing ban ra: c&
dan, diéu nay thi ho da biét, va hé ranh xoan.

Tat ca nong sung hién dai déu c6 nhitng cho triing xoan Oc tién trong
long sting dé lam vién dan xody, nhd vay né di chuyén dén muc tiéu chinh
xac hon. Pay goi la hé ranh xoan. Cac nha san xuat sting tao ra nhitng cho
trling nay - goi la ranh va go (phan nho gitta hai ranh) - theo nhiéu cdu
hinh, tuy vao loai sting, dan danh cho sing va muc dich cta sung. Hé ranh
xoan, nhu tén goi cta né, c6 thé xody vién dan theo chiéu kim dong ho
hodc nguoc lai, va xody nhanh hay cham tiy vao dau dan xoay trong nong
bao nhiéu lan.

Nhin bé ngoai, dau dan nay cho thdy sting cua Barry Shales xody no
nguoc chiéu kim déng ho, cach 25,4 phan xody mot lan.

Dbiéu nay la bat thuwong, Rhyme biét chac nhu thé, vi cac dudng xoadn Oc
thwong sat véi nhau hon, véi ti s6 1:7 hodc 1:8.

“Vay day la nong dai, ding khong?” Rhyme hai Cooper.

“U'! Dai lim. Quéi la.”

Vi co dan va hé ranh xoan hiém hoi nhuw thé, thuong sé dé c6 1ap nhitng
thwong hiéu sing treong ban ty dong s& hitu cac dac tinh nhw thé. Cac co
s@ dit liéu dan dao sé gan két tat ca cac thong tin nay v&i nhau va mot 1énh
tim kiém don gian trén mdy tinh sé tra vé két qua trong vai giay.

Nhung vu an nay chang cé gi la binh thwong.

Sachs ngwdc mat khoi mdy tinh nhin 1én r6i bao céo, “Khéng cé lay mot
két qua. Khong c6 ho so lwu vé bat ky hang vii khi thwong mai nao san xuat
sung treong nhu thé.”

“Ta con biét duwgc gi nita tr khau sting?” Rhyme hoéi. “Xem qua s6 anh
chup hién trwedng, xac cia Moreno. Xem thtr ta biét dwgc gi khong.”

Chuyén gia hién trueong day mat kinh cao 1én r6i dung dwa ngudi tGi lui
trong khi quan sat nhitng tdam anh rung minh. Néu trén doi nay c6 nguoi sé
hitu nhan quan phap y, thi ngudi do la Mel Cooper. Tham tt nay hién la
thanh vién ctia Hiép hoi Quoc té vé Gidm dinh, mot to6 chitc gan tram tudi,
va anh c6 cac chitng chi trinh do cao nhat tir Hiép hoi, trong tat ca cac
chuyén nganh: Nghé thuat Phap y, Phan tich Giay va Ranh 16p xe, Nhiép
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anh Phap y, Dau van tay Mudi ngén va Dau van Tiém an - cling nhw Phan
tich Kiéu vét mau, mét sé thich ca nhan cia ca Cooper lan Rhyme.

Anh doc dugc anh hién tredng vu an nhw cach bac si doc dwgce tam phim
X quang. Anh ben noi, “0, xem di, khoang cach.” Anh cham vao mdt tam
anh, chi ra ch6 mau, nhitng mau thit, xwwong trén di vang lan cho san dang
sau no. “Han ban tir khoang cach hon 1.800 mét, ding khong?”

“Khodng c& day,” Rhyme ndi.

“Amelia, van toc thong thwong ctia mdét vién dan 16n cd vay la bao
nhiéu?”

Co nhtn vai. “Ra khoi nong véi toc do t6i da 1a 825 mét/gidy. Toc do lic
trung muc tiéu thi toi nghi la 550.”

Cooper lac dau. “Vién dan nay di chuyén vdéi toc do hon 910 mét/giay
khi tring Moreno.”

Sachs néi, “That ha?”

“Khang dinh luon.”

“Vay thi qua nhanh. Chitng t6 khau sing nay cé nong dac biét dai va
vién dan dugc nap rat nhiéu thudc sing. Thong thwdng mot vién dan c& day
sé c6 2,6 gam hay 2,7 gam thudc phéng. Bé dat duwgc téc dé anh néi, toi
nghi lwgng thudc phong sé gdp doi, titc la hop khéa nong phéi dugc gia
cd.”

DPay la bo phan cta sting treong c6 nhiém vu git* dan dé tién hanh ban.
Hop khéa nong day hon nong nham chiu duwgc ap sudt ban dau cta cac khi
gidn nd trong nong, dé sing khong no6 tung khi xa tha bép co.

“Co két luan gi khong?”

“Co,” Sachs noi. “Barry Shales, hodc ai day ¢ NIOS, tu ché ra sing nay.”

Rhyme nhan mdt. “Vay la khong c6 cach nao truy ra NIOS hay Shales tw
noi ban cia mot khau cé so6 xé ri bat ky roi. Chét tiét.”

Muc tiéu thit ba ctia anh, lién két vién dan véi Shales qua khi gi6i ctua
han, dam ra kho khan hon rat nhiéu.

Sachs néi, “Ching ta van dang chd Cuc Thong tin goi lai bao két qua
khai thac thong tin. Biét dau ho tim ra Shales da mua céu kién sung hay do
nghé cho stng.”
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Rhyme nhtn vai. “Cha, dé xem vién dan nay con cho ta biét dwgc gi nita.
Mel, dau van tay thi sao?”

Dau van tay thue té€ 6 thé van con lai sau khi vién dan xuyén qua khong
trung, xuyén qua co thé va déi khi xuyén qua ca twong.

Mién la Barry Shales da cham vao vién dan bang ngoén tay tran. Ma thuc
té lai khong phai vay. Peo kinh bao hg, Sachs quét mot thanh 4nh séng!8l!
qua vién dan. “Khong cd.”

“Con dau vét?”

Lic nay Cooper dang xem xét vién dan. “Nhiéu bui thuy tinh tir ctta s6.”
Sau do6 anh dung nhip gap ra mot vai hat chat li ti. Anh quan sat cac mau
nay k¥ cang dudi kinh hién vi. “Thyc vat,” Rhyme duva ra gia dinh khi nhin
vao man hinh.

“Phai, that vay,” anh k¥ thuat vién no6i. Anh chay mot quy trinh phan tich
hoa hoc. “Day la urushiol. Mot di nguyen gay kich ttng da.” Anh nguéc
lén. “Cay son doc chang?”

“A, cay gb doc. Bén ngoai cira s6 Budng Khir. Vién dan hin da di xuyén
qua mot cai la trwdce khi trang Moreno.”

Anh k¥ thuat vién cling tim thdy mdt chat sgi, giong hét sgi vai trén so
mi ctia Moreno, va nhiéu lwvgng nhé mau khép véi nhém mau ctia nha hoat
dong chinh tri nay.

Cooper néi, “Ngoai cai day va dau tich thai ra thi chang con thit gi khac
trén vién dan.”

Rhyme xoay chiéc xe lan md&i ctia minh vé phia cho bang liét ké chitng
ctt. “Ron, phién cau cap nhat kiét tdc cia ching ta bang nét chit rong bay
phuwong mual®2! cia cau. Téi can phai nhdn quang btc tranh toan canh,”
anh dé thém vi cam thay khé cuong lai cai thoi thiic dung mot chit biét ngiy
dac trung ctia ngwoi lanh dao hién vang mat cta ho, dai uy Bill Myers.
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VU MUU SAT ROBERT MORENO

Hién truong 1.

— Ddy phong 1200, Khach san South Cove, Bdo New Providence,
Bahamas (‘Bubéng Khtt’).

— 9 thang 5.

* Nan nhan 1: Robert Moreno.

— NNTV: Vét thvong duy nhdt do dan bdn vao nguc.

— Thoéng tin bo sung: Moreno, 38 tudi, cong ddan My, kiéu ddn, song tai
Venezuela. Chong My kich liét. Biét danh: “Sw gid Chdan ly”. Dd xdc dinh
“bién mdt vao khong trung” va “cho né tung” khoéng lién quan dén khtng
bé.

— Giay chira chat soi giong vdi sgi trong thdm ngoai hanh lang khdch
san, dat tw 16i vao khdch san va cd dau tho.

— Ao qudn chita nhiéu luong nhé cdc chdt cua bita sdng: Vun bdnh,
murt va thit hun khoi va ca dau tho.

— O tai thanh phé New York ba ngay, tir 30 thdng 4 dén 2 thdng 5. Muc
dich?

— 1 thang 5, dung dich vu céng ty Elite Limousines.

— Tai xé Tash Farada (tai xé thuong Idi la Vlad Nikolov bi 6m. Dang
dinh vi).

— Dong tai khodn tai ngan hang American Independent Bank and Trust
va c6 thé tai cdc ngdn hang khdc nira.

— Bi xe quanh thanh phé cting phién dich vién Lydia Foster (dd bi X165
giét).
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— Ly do c6 tw twéng chéng My: ban than bi linh My giét trong cudc xdm
lvoc Panama, nam 1989.

— Chuyeén di cudi cta Moreno dén My. Sé khéng bao gio' quay lai.

— Cudc gdp madt tai phé Wall. Muc dich? Dia diém?

— Khoéng c6 ho so ghi nhdn vu diéu tra khung bé ndo trong viing.

— Gdp nhirng cd nhdn chuva xdc dinh tai Ldnh sw qudn Brazil va cdc t6é
chire tir thién ctia Nga, Tiéu viong quéc A-rdp théng nhét (Dubai).

— Gdp Henry Cross, gidm déc Quy Lép hoc cho Cdc nuwdc chdu My.
Tuwong trinh la Moreno gdp cdc t6 chirc tir thién khdc, nhung khéng biét la
to chitc nao. Cé6 mét nguoi dan 6ng theo doi Moreno, da trdng va “nhin
ngau”. Mdy bay tw nhdn bam duéi Moreno? Mau xanh lam. Pang xdc dinh.

* Nan nhan 2: Eduardo de la Rua.

— NNTV: Mat mdu. Kinh v do dan ban bay khdp noi cat triing nhiéu
cho, cdc manh kinh rong 3-4 milimét, dai 2-3 phan.

— Théng tin bo sung: Nha bdo, phdéng van Moreno. Sinh tgi Puerto
Rico, song tai Argentina.

— Mady dnh, mdy ghi Gm, but ma vang, s6 ghi chép madt tich.

— Giay chita chdt sgi gan vdi tham trong hanh lang khdch san va dat tw
[6i vao khdch san.

— Ao qudn chita nhiéu luvong nhé cdc chdt cua bita sdng: Hat da huong
va sot tiéu.

* Nan nhan 3: Simon Flores.

— NNTV: Mat mdu. Kinh v do dan ban bay khdp noi cat triing nhiéu
cho, cdc mdnh kinh rong 3x4 milimét, dai 2-3 phan.

— Théng tin bo sung: Vé si cia Moreno. Cong ddn Brazil, séng tai
Venezuela.

— Dong ho Rolex, kinh ram Oakley mat tich.

— Giay chifa chdt sgi giong vdi sgi trong tham & hanh lang khdch san,
chira dat tir 16i vao khdch san va co dau tho.

— Ao qudn chita nhiéu lvong nhé cdc chdt cua bita sdng: Vun bdnh,
murt va thit hun khoi, ciing chita dau thé va tan thudc.

* Trinh tu cac hoat dong cua Moreno tai Bahamas.
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— 7 thdng 5. Bén Nassau cting Floros (Vé si).

— 8 thang 5. Gdp go bén ngoai khach san ca ngay.

— 9 thdng 5. 9 gio sdng. Gdp hai nguoi dan 6ng vé viéc phdat déng
Phong trao Trao quyén Dja phuong tai Bahamas. 10 gio 30 phut sdng, de
la Rua dén. Vao 11 gio 15 phiit sdng, Moreno bj ban.

* Nghi can 1: Shreve Metzger.

— Cuc trudng, Cuc Tinh bdo va Chi huy Quoéc gia (NIOS).

— Tam than khéng o6n dinh? Thuong nong ndy.

— Chinh stta chitng ct? dé phé chudn phi phdp Ménh Iénh Bdc nhiém.

— Bad ly hén. Bang Ludt, DPai hoc Yale.

* Nghi can 2: X165.

— Dad xdc dinh khong phdi ké ban tia.

— C6 thé la ké ngu tai khdch san South Cove, ngay 8 thdng 5. Nguoi da
trdng, nam, khodng 35 tudi, téc ndu nhat cdt ngdn, giong My, gay nhung
sdn chdc. C6 ddng vé “qudn doi”. Hoéi vé Moreno.

— C6 thé la coéng su cua ké bdn tia hodc dugc Metzger thué riéng dé phi
tang va chdn dirng cong tdc diéu tra.

— Dad xdc dinh la hung thu giét Lydia Foster va Annotte Bodel, diing
bom tw ché tdn céng qudn Java Hut.

— DBau bép nghiép du, chuyén nghiép hodc it nhiéu co tay nghé.

» Nghi can 3: Barry Shales.

— Dd xdc nhan la ké ban tia, mat danh Don Bruns.

— 39 tubi, cwu linh khong qudn, titng dugc trao hudn chuong.

— Chuyeén vieén tinh bdo tai NIOS. Vo la gido vién. Co hai con trai.

— Ké da goi cho khdch san South Cove vao ngay 7 thang 5 dé xdc nhdn
viéc Moreno dén khdch san. Cubc goi thuc hién tir dién thoai ditng tén Don
Bruns, thong qua cong ty vo boc cua NIOS.

— Cuc Thong tin dang khai thdc thong tin vé Shales.

— Dd co dir liéu giong noi.

» Bdo cdo hién trwong vu an, bdo cdo kham nghiém ti thi, cac chi tiét
khac.
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— Hién truong vu dan da bi X165 lau don va lam nhiém ban nén phdn
nhiéu vo dung.

— Cdc chi tiét tong qudt: Pan bdn xuyén qua va lam v& cita s6 cao tw
san lén tran, vu'on bén ngodi, ld cdy go doc bi tia bot dén dé cao hon 7 mét.
Tam nhin dén noi an ndp bi suwong mu va khéi bui 6 nhiem che ma.

— Tim thdy 47 van tay, mot nita da dugc phan tich, két qua am tinh, s6
ddu vdan con lai mat tich.

— Tim thdy nhiéu gidy goi keo.

— Tim thdy tan thuéc.

— Ban ghim sau lung di vang ché tim thdy xdc Moreno.

— Phat dan tri mang.

— C0 10,67 li, do cong ty Walker Defense Systems tai bang New Jersey
sdan xudt.

— Ban dubi thuyen spitzer.

— Chat lvgng thugng hang.

— Vin toc cuc cao va cong sudt cuc 1on.

— Hiém.

— Sting bdn: Pugc ché tao riéng.

— Ddu vét trén dan: Bui thuy tinh, chat soi ttr so mi cua Moreno va la
cdy go doc.

Hién truong 2.

— Noi Barry Shales dn ndp, cdch Buong Khit 1.829 mét, Ddo New
Providence, Bahamas.

— 9 thang 5.

— Khoéng tim dugc vo dan hay chitng ci? khdc cho biét vi tri an ndp.

* Hién truong 2A.

— Can ho 3C, 182 duong Augusta, Nassau, Bahamas.

— 15 thang 5.

— Nan nhdn: Annette Bodel.

— NNTV: Dang xdc dinh, cé6 1é do bi bop co, ngat thé.

— Nghi can: Pd xdc dinh la X165.

— Nan nhan cé 1é da bi tra tan.
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— Ddu vét:

Cdt giéng cdt tim thdy tai qudn Java Hut.

Axit docosahexaenoic - dau cd. Co6 khd ndng la tritng cd mudi hay triing
cd thuwong. Thanh phan ctia mét mén an tai mot nha hang & New York.

Nhién liéu dong co hai thi.

CgHgOs, vanillin. Thanh phdn mét mén dn ctia nha hang tai New York.

Hién truong 3.

— Quan Java Hut, goc duong Mott va Hester.

— 16 thang 5.

— Vu né do bom tw ché nhdm phd htty chitng ci? vé ké t6 gidc.

— Nan nhan: Khong co ai tir vong, chi bi thuong nhe.

— Nghi can: Pd xdc dinh la X165.

— Thiét bi né kiéu qudan dung, sdt thirong, cé6 mdnh dan. Chat né déo.
Co bdan trén thj truong vi khi.

— Dad tim ra nhiéu khdch hang cé mdt trong qudn khi ké to gidc cé mait,
dd khdo sat tim thong tin, anh chup.

— Ddu vét: Cat ttr viing nhiét dai.

Hién truong 4.

— Cdn ho 230, 1187 Bai 16 so 3.

— 16 thang 5.

— Nan nhan: Lydia Foster.

— NNTV: Mdt mdu, chodng vi vét thvong do dao.

— Nghi can: Bd xdc dinh la X165.

— T6c, ndu ngdn (tir X165), da giri dén CODIS dé phdan tich.

— Ddu vét:

Glycyrrhiza glabra - cam thdo. Thanh phdn mét moén dn cua nha hang
tai New York.

Cynarine, thanh phan héa hoc cua atisé. Thanh phdn mét mén dn cta
nha hang tai New York.

— C6 chitng cwt vé hanh vi tra tan.
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— Tat ca ho6 so luu caa lan phién dich cho Robert Moreno vao ngay 1
thdng 5 da bi ddanh cdp.

— Khong thdy dién thogi di dong hay mdy tinh.

— C6 hoa don tinh tién tai qudn Starbucks noi Lydia cho khi Moreno
gdp riéng ai do vao ngay 1 thang 5.

— Tin dbn vé cdc cdc-ten ma tuy ditng sau cdc vu trt khir nay. Xem ra
kho co6 kha nang.

* Diéu tra b6 sung.

— Xdc dinh nhdn than cta Ké t6 gidc.

— Déi twrgng vo danh da ro ri Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém.

— Gui qua email ndc danh.

— B truy ra dugc la di qua Pai Loan dén Romania dén Thuy Dién. Gtri
ti khu vic New York trén mang Wi-Fi cong cong, khong st dung mdy chu
chinh phu.

— Dung mady tinh cil, ¢é 1é ttr 10 ndm trudc, iBook, hodc la kiéu vo so,
hai tong mau trong do c6 mau sang khac (nhw xanh la hodc mau vo quyt).
Hodc la kiéu truyén théng, mau than chi, nhwng day hon nhiéu so véi mdy
tinh xdach tay ngay nay.

— Ké trong xe con mau nhat theo doi tham tr A. Sachs.

— Hiéu xe va doi xe chuva xdc dinh.

“Co6 vai diém bi an & day,” Rhyme tram ngdm néi trong khi nhin cham
cham 1én bang, dam dudi vao cac dit kién. Anh néi nhw thi tham: “Ta c6
thich bi an khong, tan binh?”

“Theo toi la c6, Lincoln.”

“A, cau ding ddy. Ma tai sao mé&i dugc?”

“Ba@i vi bi an giup ta, ¢ thi, khong tw man. Bi an khién ta thac mac va c6
thac mac thi ta m&i kham pha dwoc.”

Mot nu cuwoi.

“Vay thi ta biét gi r6i? Pau tién, X165. Ta cé rat nhiéu chitng c¢ chong
lai han - mwu sat Annette tai Bahamas, danh bom tai quan Java Hut va muu
sat Lydia Foster. Néu - xin 10i, - khi ta c6 dwgc nhan than han, ta c6 thé
vitng vang budc han toi st dung chat n6 va tdoi muu sat. Bay gio dén toi am
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muu cda Shales va Metzger. Ta c6 thé gan két bon ho - ca hai lam viéc
cung nhau tai NIOS - va ta da biét mat danh ctia Shales, 1a Don Bruns, trén
chi 1énh khtt. Bay gio ta chi can manh ghép cudi cta bai toan xép hinh:
phai chitng minh Barry Shales c6 madt tai Bahamas vao ngay 9 thang 5.
Lam duwoc diéu day, ta c6 thé khép ca hai bon ho vao toi am muu.”

Anh ty thi thdm véi minh khi nhin cham cham vao bang. “Khong vat
chitng nao ¢ day chitng minh han & day ca. Ta c6 thé chithg minh X165 c6
mat tai khach san South Cove mdt ngay tredc vu ndé sung nhung khong
phai la Shales.” Anh nhin vé phia Sachs. “Viéc khai thac thong tin thé nao
16i - c6 tim dugc gi veé lich st di lai cua Shales khong?”

“Peé t6i goi Cuc Thong tin.” Co nhac dién thoai ctia minh 1én.

Ta cling khong can nhiéu dau, Rhyme suy ngam. Moi lién hé thi ban hoi
thdm c6 thé suy ra dwgc - d6 chinh la muc dich cta chitng c& gian tiép.
Nhwng van phai cé co s@ nao dé dé dwa ra suy luan hgp ly. Ban hoi tham
c6 thé khép mot nguwdi vao toi uéng rwgu dung xe bo chay, cho du sang
hém sau ngudi nay c6 tinh tdo phu nhan di nita, néu mdt nhan vién pha ché
cho 16i khai 1a nghi can nay da noc chuc coc bia mot tiéng trudc vu tai nan
va ban hdi thdm xem 16i khai dé la dang tin.

B0 tiép song E-Zpass trén phuong tién giao thong, thé tin dung, chip
RFID trong phu hiéu nhan vién, thé tau dién MetroCard, ho so cia Cuc An
ninh Van chuyén, chitng tit Hai quan, may quay giao thong va may quay an
ninh trong cac ctta hiéu... cd chuc nguén thong tin cé thé dung dé chitng
minh nghi can ti'ng c6 mat tai hién truong.

Anh dé y thdy Sachs dang ghi chép nhanh. Tét. Anh c6 cam twdng ho da
bat dwogc vang.

Dbiéu gi dé sé gan chat Barry Shales vao Bahamas vao ngay 9 thang 5.

Sellitto dang nhin so d6 va anh ta ldp lai suy nghi cia Rhyme. “Phdi c6
th gi day. Ta biét chac Shales la ké ban tia ma.”

Amelia Sachs ngat mdy, r6i bang mot nét mat hoang mang hiém thay,
néi, “That ra thi, Lon a, han khéng phai ké ban tia.”
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Ntra tiéng sau, Nance Laurel c6 mat trong can biét thy pho cia Rhyme.

“Khong thé nao,” co ta thi tham.

Sachs noi, “Han khong phai ké ban tia. Co ty xem di.”

No6i r6i o ném mot so tai liéu 1én céi ban tridc mat Laurel bang mot luc
ma theo Rhyme, hoi qua manh trong truong hgp nay. Mat khac, ro rang hai
nguwoi phu nit nay khong hé c6 phan bang hitu. Bay lau anh luon nghi gitra
ho sé ndy sinh mdt cuéc xung dot an miéng trd miéng, twa hé ké san bao
nhin bau troi day may mau xanh hat d6 r6i nghi: Bao t6 dang kéo dén.

biéu ma Cuc Thong tin ctia S& canh sat New York phat hién ra la Barry
Shales khéng c6 mat tai Bahamas vao ngay Moreno bi ban. Ca ngay hom
d6 han ¢ thanh pho New York - that ra da nhiéu thang r6i han chwa ra nwéc
ngoai.

“Ho chay ca chuc cau truy van, tham chiéu chéo tat tan tat. To6i bao ho
kiém tra ky lan nita di. Ho kiém tra nhitng ba lan r6i. Quét dinh vi chip
RFID cho thay han vao trong van phong NIOS vao ltic 9 gio r6i di an trua
chac vao khodng 2 gi@. Trong thoi gian d6 han dén quan Bennigan, tra tién
bang thé tin dung. Chit viét dugc chup lai ding la chit viét ctia han, r6i han
di ra ATM - may quay tai ATM xac nhan chinh la han. Nhan dang gwong
mdt giong dén sau muoi diém. Trd lai van phong vao ldc 3 gio. Di ve lic 6
rwoi.”

“9 thang 5. C6 chac khong?”

“Khang dinh luén.”

Mot tiéng dong la, tiéng xi xi y nhu ran. Tiéng thd cham thoat ra tw
miéng Nance Laurel.

“Vay ta con gi day?” Sachs hoi.
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“Con lai X165,” Pulaski néi.

Sellitto dé thém, “Chung ta chang c6 chitng ci¢ gi cho thay han la ké ban
tia ca - han c6 vé giong ké yém trg hodc ké phi tang hon. Nhung chiing ta
c6 thé truy t6 han nhiéu t6i danh.”

Rhyme néi, “Vay ct xem day la vu an khac. Ta quén han vu muu sat
Moreno di. Ta hdy chitng minh Metzger phai X165 giét Lydia Foster roi cai
bom ty ché. Chi it day chinh la t6i am muwu. C6 kha nang budc Metzger toi
mutu sat bac hail831”

Nhung Laurel trong con ngd vue. “Pay cé phai vu an t6i mudn dau.”

“Co6 muon?” Sachs hdi, nhw thé ¢6 nhan thdy c6 phé céng td vién quan
nay noi chuyén ct nhw mot bé gai quen dugc nuong chiéu.

“Phai. Vu an cua toi la truy t6 Metzger va ké ban tia cia y vé t0i am muu
thie hién hanh vi &m sat phi phap c6 muc tiéu.” Giong c6 ta cat cao, thé
hién sy bi'c doc ma lan dau Rhyme nghe dugc. “Chi 1énh khir 1a toan bd co
s@ dé truy t6.” CO ta nhin cham cham vao chi Iénh kh trén bang trang c&
nhv no da phan boi minh.

“Ta van c6 thé tom Metzger,” Sachs phan phdo mdt cach dan doi. “Con
tom cach nao c6 quan trong khong?”

Tang 10 c6, co pho cong td vién quan xoay nguwoi budc dén trde cira s6
tredc phong khach. Co ta dang nhin cham cham vao Cong vién Trung tam.

Amelia Sachs nhin theo sau co6 ta. Rhyme biét chinh x4ac c6 dang nghi gi.

T6i muon...

Vu an cua toi...

Mat Rhyme xoay sang Laurel. Cai cay c0 ta dang nhin la mot cay soi
trang dam lay, Quercus bicolor, mdt cai cay ram rap, khong cao lam, phat
trién rat t6t tai Manhattan. Rhyme biét vé n6 khong phai vi ban than hitng
thi dén nganh trong trot ma vi anh da phat hién mot mau nhé xiu 14 so6i
trang dam lay trong xe mot gd Reggie “Ham xi” Kelleher, mot tén du con
ddc biét 4c 6n tai khu Hells Kitchen!®4. Mau 14 ndy, cing véi mot chit dat
nhép nhia, da dinh vi dwgc Kelleher tai bai dat trong trong Cong vién
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Prospect, noi tim thdy xac mét tén dau s6 ma tiy Jamaica, mdc du cai xac
khong c6 dau.

Rhyme dang tap trung vao cdi cay thi y twdng dy chgt 16e 1én.

Anh quay nhanh sang ché so d6 chitng ci ro6i nhin cham cham mét hoi
lau. Anh chi nghe loang thoang moi ngudi dang noi chuyén véi minh. Anh
khong dé y vi ban 1am bam mot minh.

ROi anh goi v6i qua vai minh, “Sachs, Sachs! Nhanh 1én! Anh can em di
mot chuyén.”
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Nganh kinh doanh chién tranh dang ha nhiét khap thé gi¢i nén mot so toa
nha tai hoi s& Walker Defense Systems dat tai bang New Jersey bi dong
cua.

Nhung Sachs quan sat thay nhat dinh phai con lai mot thi treong nao doé
cho vii khi hay diét hang loat - cling nhw huy diét cd nhan. Hang chuc chiéc
Mercedes, Audi va BMW hang sang do rai rac khap bai xe.

Va mot chiéc Aston Martin.

Oi, Sachs nghi. Minh muén 14i thit chiéc Vanquish ddy qué - va cd twéng
twgng dén canh duwgc phong vun viit chiéc xe dy trén phan duwong riéng cta
cong ty.

Bén trong tda nha theo phong cach thap nién 50, c6 trao doi vdi tiép tan
va dugc dan dén khu vuce cho.

Noi day khién c6 nghi ngay dén tir “v6 trung” va tir nay dung theo hai
nghia: Noi that t6i gian va don s, chi cé vai birc tranh xam va den, vai tdim
quang cdo cho nhitng san phdm ma ¢6 chwa nghi ra muc dich ctia chiing la
gi. Va vo trung theo mot nghia khac: C6 cdm thdy minh la mot con virtt
ma cac nha nghién cttu khong tin twédng lam nén tam thoi bi cach ly cho
dén khi ho hiéu r6 hon.

Thay vi 1dy md6t cu6n tap chi People hay Wall Street Journal vGi cac tin
tirc ti* tuan tredc dé doc trong phong chd, c6 chon mot t& budm quang cao
boéng loang cuia cong ty. TO roi nay noi chi tiét vé cac phong ban ctia cong
ty, con c6 ca chi dan vé tén Itta, hé thong hoa tiéu bang con quay hoi
chuyén, do giap, dan dugc... da thit mat hang.

Phdi, c6 thé cong ty dang giam bién ché nhung tai liéu nay trung bay
nhitng co s& do s6 ngoai hdi sé tai cac bang Florida, Texas va California. O
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nuwéc ngoai, ho con céd chi nhanh tai Abu Dhabi, Sdo Paulo, Singapore,
Munich va Mumbai. C6 buwdc dén trudc cira sé6 dé nhin ngam khubn vién
bao la.

Chang bao 1au, mot ngwoi dan 6ng tam ba muoi tudi mdc com 1€ budc
vao dai sanh chao c6. Y ro6 la ngac nhién khi thdy mot tham t& S& canh sat
New York lai quyén rii tron géi nhw thé nén khong khéi budng 15i tan tinh
khi dan c6 di qua nhitng hanh lang nhw mé cung, ciling sach sé khong kém,
dén van phong cta tong giam doc diéu hanh. Y lich thiép hoi c6 vé cong
viéc - lam canh sat tai New York ra sao, dau la cac vu an ly thi nhat cada co,
cd c6 xem CSI hay The Mentalist!8>! khong, c6 c6 loai sting gi?

Khién c6 nhé dén cau quan ly xam tr6 cia quan Java Hut.

Dan ong...

Khi thdy r6 chu deé tro chuyén nay chang c6 tac dung, y bat dau ké cho co6
nghe vé nhitng thanh tyu ctia cong ty. Co gat gu lich sy ro6i quén ngay tat ca
nhitng théng tin nghe nhw that nay. Y chau may nhin xuéng chan co, co6
nhan ra minh di khap khiéng nay gio bén chinh dang di tré lai binh thuong.

Sau doan dwong dai, ho dén m6t can phong nam trong goéc cua toa nha
mot tang nay, van phong ong Walker. Mot co6 gai c6 mai téc den xit keo,
ngoi tai mot chiéc ban lam viéc d6 s, nhin lén, chot da, c6 1é bdi 6ng chu
ctia c0 ta dang bi S& canh sat New York tham hoi. Sachs dé y thay nhiéu
gia ké ¢ day chat day mot bo suwu tap linh chi va linh nhya. Ca mot doi
quan. Suy nghi dau tién cta Sachs: Phui bui may thit nay cuc bé xu.

Ké tan tinh vira h tong c6 ra chiéu dang tim cach ngé 1oi hen ho co
nhung chang nghi dugce gi. Y quay nguwoi bo di.

“Ong 4y s& gdp cd ngay,” ¢6 trg 1y néi.

Khi Sachs bugc vao van phong Harry Walker, c6 khong khoi mim cuoi.

Mot ké san xuat vii khi budc phai c6 bo mat dai ngoang, miéng khong
mim cwoi va bo dang md am, néu khéng muon néi la gian ac, phai vay
chang? Bé&i han phai vach ra cach ban dan duwgc cho Nga, dong thoi ban ca
cho quan ly khai Chechnya. Téng gidam doc ctia Walker Defense Systems,
tuy nhién, lai la mot 6ng lao sdu muoi tuéi miim mim va béo tron, ding lac
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d6é dang ngoi khoanh chan trén san, ban lap rap mét chiéc xe dap ba banh
mau hong.

Walker médc so mi trang, cai 4o vong 1én quanh bung, trén chi€c quan dai
mau vang nau. Ca vat ctua ong ta co soc, do va xanh lam. Ong ta nd@ mot nu
cwoi than mat roi ditng day - hoi khé khan mét chit, vi mot tay dang nam
chat tua vit, tay kia cam mot quyén huwéng dan lap rap. “Tham ti Sachs. Co
téen Amanda ha?”

“Amelia.”

“Toi tén Harry.”

Co gat dau.

“Rép cho dita chdu gai.” Ong ta liéc nhin chiéc xe dap. “Téi t6t nghiép
treong MIT!8 con c6 hai trdm bing sang ché vé hé thong vii khi tan tién.
Vay ma lap rap mot chiéc xe ba banh Hello théi ma tray trat that.”

Tirng bo phan dugce bay bién can than trén san, dugc dan nhan ghi chu.

Sachs ndi, “Toi tu stta xe 14y. Lic nao stra xong ciing thira ra bu 16ng, dai
oc hodc la thanh ram. Ma mday méc thiéu may thit day van chay tot thi
phai.”

Ong ta dit do6 nghé cung sach hwéng dan 1én ban lam viéc roi ngdi ra
phia sau ban. Sachs 1ay chiéc ghé ma 6ng ta ra dau cho co.

“Rodi, tdi gitip gl dwgc cho ¢ day?” Ong ta van dang mim cudi - hét nhw
tay quan ly bac trung da ho tong co tir dai sanh dén day, khac chang la nét
mat cia Walker khong biéu 16 vé tan tinh. Nu cuwdi rong ctia 6ng che gidu
ca sur to mo lan than trong.

“Cong ty 6ng la mdt trong nhitng nha san xuat dan va hé théng vii khi
lau doi nhat nwéc.”

“Cha, da c6 Wikipedia r6i, viéc gi toi phai pht nhan?”

Sachs nga lung vao chiéc ghé ém 4i, cling lam bang da thudc, mau be.
Co liéc nhin cac tdm anh trén twong, hinh vai ngwoi dan ong tai mot san tap
sung treong, co 1€ vao khoang thoi gian Chién tranh thé gigi Thit nhat.

Ong ta ké, “Cong ty nay do ong c6 toi thanh 1ap. Ong 1a mot con ngudi
tuyét voi. Toi n6i cau ddy nhw thé minh biét 6ng vay, nhung thuc ra 6ng da
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mat truge khi toi ra doi. Ong sang ché ra hé thong giat khi nap dan ty dong
cho vii khi. Di nhién, cé ntra tad nha sang ché khac ciing lam y nhu thé trong
khi 6ng lai khong dwoc cap bang sang ché dau tién. Nhung ong da ché tao
ra dong vii khi tot nhat, hiéu suat nhat.”

Sachs chwa biét vé dong gép cua 6ng c6 Walker ma da cam thay an
twgng. Co nhiéu cach khién vii khi nha dan lién tuc nhwng hé thong giat da
thang thé va dugc wa chudng nhat. Mat tay thién xa mat dén vai gidy cho
mot phat ban sung tredng co cau thoi nap. Mot vii khi ty dong hién dai c6
thé khac chin tram phat mgt phit, mot s6 loai bi truyén tham chi con nhiéu
hon.

“C0 c06 tinh thong sing 6ng khong?” 6ng hoi.

“T6i ¢6 thu ban sting ma.”

Ong ta nhin k§ ¢6. “C6 cam thay nhu thé nao vé Diém sira d6i Hién phap
Thit hai?” M6t cau hoi khiéu khich doi 16t sw to mo don thuan.

Co khong do dy. “Tuy cach hiéu - quyén lgi dan quan so vGi quyén lgi
ca nhan.”

Diém stta doi Hién phap Thit hai chi van tat ddm bao quyén tang tri¥ va
mang vii khi cia dan quan. N6 khong noi cu thé 1a tat ca cong dan déu cé
quyeén nay.

Sachs ndi tiép, “Tdi doc cac ghi chép ctia George Mason r6i, ca nhan t6i
nghi y do ctia 6ng ay la muon chi riéng dan quan théi.” C6 dua tay 1én khi
Walker toan cat ngang. “Nhung réi 6ng ay no6i thém, ‘Ai la dan quan? Dan
quan hién tai bao gom toan bo dan ching, trir mot vai nhan vién cong vu.’
DPiéu nay cé nghia quyén day ap dung cho tit cd moi nguwdi - hoi ay moi
cong dan déu c6 thé la dan quan.”

“Toi dong y v6i ¢6!” Walker mim cwoi rang r8. “Ma co trich dan gan
nhv nguyén vin. Vay nén, ditng han ché quyén lgi cta ching ta.” Ong ta
gat gu.

“Pung voi,” Sachs up ma va noi thém. “Toi chua 1ap luan xong dau.”

“Chuwa xong ha?”

“Hién phap cho ching ta nhiéu quyén nhung né cling dé Quoc hoi diéu
chinh ching ta bing ca nghin cch khac nhau. Ong phéi c6 gidy phép néu
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muén l4i xe, 14i may bay hay ban rugu. Ong di mudi tdm tudi méi duoc di
bau. Cé gi khong nén doi héi gidy phép dé s& hitu sting hoac ban sting chit?
T6i thay cling khong van dé gi. Lam vay hoan toan khong xung dét gi vGi
Diém stra doi Thit hai.”

Walker vui vé dap lai, thich thi v6i cudc tranh luan. “A, nhung di nhién,
néu ta co6 giay phép thi Washington biét siing 6ng ctia ta dang & dau, roi nira
dém bon ho dén tich thu sing thi sao? Chang phai ta can vii khi dé ngan
chan hg lam viéc nay hay sao?”

Sachs dap tra, “Washington cé vii khi hat nhan. Bon ho muén lay sting
cta ching ta thi lay thoi.”

Walker gat dau. “Pung, cai ddy ding. Ma ndy gio chung ta lac dé roi.
Toi giup gi dugc cho c6?”

“Chung t6i tim thdy mot vién dan tai mét hién treong vu an.”

“Chac la do chung tbi san xuat ro6i.”

“Cac ong la cong ty duy nhat san xuat loai dan duoi thuyén spitzer 10,67
li, ding khong?”

“A, dan bin tia méi cta ching t6i. Loai dan thwong hang ddy. Theo toi
thi con t6t hon c& 10,57 li. Nhanh. Nhanh nhu quy s luén.” Ro6i ong ta
chau may, vé khong hiéu. “Ma vién dan ddy cé dinh dang t6i mot toi ac?”

“Dung vay.”

“Chung toi khong ban cho dai chung. Chi ban cho chinh phu, quan doi
va luc lwgng dac nhiém SWAT. T6i chang biét toi pham lam cach nao ma
cham tay vao dwoc loai dan nay - trtr phi ké nay roi vao cdc nhom ddy. Hién
treong vu an la ¢ dau mai duge cha?”

“Hien toi khong noi dugc.”

“A. Ma cd mudn biét gi?”

“Chi vai thong tin thoi. Ching t6i muén tim khau sting treong da ban ra
vién dan nay ma chwa dwgce. Ching t6i cho 1a sing va dan dwgc ché tao
theo don ddt hang.”

“Pung vay. Pan 16n nhw vay lam sao ban dugc bang sing truong dai tra
cdi tién. Phan 16n cac tay sung déu tim nguwdi ché tao vii khi cho ho. Mot
vai nguwoi thi tw ché tao.”
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“Ong c6 biét ai 1am vay khong?”

Ong ta mim cwdi mdt cach tip mé. “T6i khdng néi dwogc.”

Co cuoi. “Va ong ciling khong dugc tiét 16 thong tin cac khach hang da
mua dan cua cac ong u?”

Walker dam ra nghiém tic. “Néu c6 ngwoi dot nhap vao kho hang cta
ching t6i...” Mot cai hat dau ra ngoai ctra sO vé phia nhitng toa nha gan dé.
“... va nhitng vién dan nay bi dung vao viéc phi phap thi toi sé vui long
giup co. Nhung toi khong cho co thong tin khach hang dugce. Chung toi co
diéu khoan bdo mat trong tat cd cac hgp dong cua minh va, trong phan
nhiéu treong hop, con cé thém cac yéu cau vé an ninh qudc gia nita. Cho
c6 thong tin nhw vay la pham phap.” Guwong mat 6ng dam bat an. “Ma da
xdy ra chuyén gi? C6 noi dai thong tin nao day dwoc khong? Xdy ra an
mang ha?”

Sachs do du. “Phai.”

Guong mat Walker van khong bién sac. “Toi rat tiéc. That long 1dy lam
tiéc. Chung t6i chang dwogc 1gi gi khi c6 nguwdi st dung san pham cta chiing
toi sai muc dich va bi kich xdy ra.”

Nhung vay khong cé nghia 6ng ta sé ho trg diéu tra. Walker ditng day
chia tay ra.

Co cling dung day. “Cam on ong da danh thoi gian.”

Walker cam quyén huwéng dan va tua vit 1én r6i trd lai cho chiéc xe ba
banh.

Poan 6ng ta mim cuwdi roi nhat 1én mot cai bu 16ng. “C6 biét day, néu co
mua chiéc Harley-Davidson thi ngwoi ta da lap rap san cho c6 r6i.”

“Chic may man, ong Walker. Néu ong nghi ra dugc gi, xin hdy goi cho
t0i.” CO trao cho 6ng ta tam danh thi€p ctia minh - ¢6 nghi ngo rang ong ta
sé quang no di truede khi c6 di duwgce niva dwong ra dai sanh.

Khong thanh van de.

Sachs da c6 thit minh can r6i.
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Trong phong khach t6i tam cia Rhyme, nong mui vi chat dugc may sac
ky khi dét thanh nhitng chitng ci¢ budc tdi, Sachs cdi bo 4o khoac roi gio
1én to buwdm lay tir cong ty Walker Defense Systems.

Ron Pulaski dan né 1én mot tdim bang trang. To buédm bong loang nam
canh chi l1énh khu.

“Sao?” Rhyme noi, “Hinh dang né nhw thé nao?”

“Kha thap va nam khuat gitta hai toa nha nhung em thoang thay no tw
van phong ctia Walker. C6 mot 6ng gi6!®’! & mot dau va mot thit tréng nhw
mot nha chita may bay nho.”

St ménh cta Sachs chang lién quan gi dén viéc lay thong tin khach hang
hay tén nhitng ké ché sting treong tam xa, Rhyme biét du sao Walker ciing
sé khong chiu tiét 16 nhitng diéu nay. Cong viéc ctia c6 la tim hiéu cang
nhiéu cang t6t vé cac san pham cta cong ty - ngoai nhitng gi ma trang
mang dom dang va map mad cta né trinh ra. Va - quan trong nhat - tim hiéu
liéu cong ty cé khu vue rong lat nhya dwong hay bé tong c6 thé dung lam
dwong bang hay khong, Google Earth khong gitp ich gi vé mat nay.

“Tuyét,” Rhyme noi.

Va cac san pham con lai cling chinh la nhitng thi diing nhu anh hi vong:
Ngoai dan dugc ra con c6 cac cong cu va thiét bi dan hwéng, hé thong hoa
tiéu va kiém soat. “Con quay héi chuyén, hé thong ngam bang GPS, ra-da
khau do tong hop, dai loai vay,” Sachs gidi thich.

Nha khoa hoc hinh s doc hét to buwém.

Anh néi cham rai, “Pwgc, chiing ta cé cau trd 16i r6i. Vu an da trd lai.
Chinh Barry Shales giét Robert Moreno. Khi dy han cach muc tiéu chi xa
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hon sdu tram mét mot chit. That ra thi han dang & New York nay day khi
bop co.”

Sellitto lac dau. “Nhé ra ching ta phai tw duy hop ly hon. Shales truéc
day cé phai la linh b binh hay Iyc lwgng dac nhiém dau. Han 1a cyu linh
khong quan kia ma.”

Gia thuyét caa Rhyme, gio day da dugc chitng minh nhd céng sitc chay
don chay dao cua Sachs, chinh la: Barry Shales 1a mot phi cong diéu khién
may bay tw dong.

“Ta biét mat danh cua han la Don Bruns va Bruns la ké khit Moreno. Cac
dit liéu cho thdy han dang & van phong NIOS tai trung tdm thanh phd vao
ngay Moreno chét. C6 1é bay lau nay han da 1ai may bay ty dong tr mot
tram chi huy & day.” Anh ngitng néi, chau may. “Oi, khi gi6 that, d6 chinh
la ‘Budng Khi’ ma chi Iénh STO néi dén. Khong phai la day phong noi
Moreno bi ban, ma la buéng may bay tw dong hay gi ddy, noi phi cong
ngoi.”

Sachs hat dau vé huwéng to budm. “Coéng ty Walker ché tao nhitng vién
dan, bon ho con ché tao bo phan ngam cua stng va hé thong dinh vi, hé
thong ra-da va hé théng 6n dinh. Ho da ché tao hodc trang bi mdt may bay
ty dong chuyén biét stt dung sung truong lam vi khi.”

Rhyme noéi nhanh, “Nhin chi 1énh STO di - c6 mot ddu chdm sau ‘Buong
Kh’, khong phai dau phay! ‘Day phong 1200’ khong b nghia cho né.
Pay la hai noi riéng biét.” Anh néi tiép, “Pugc roi, bay gid moi chuyén
hop ly r6i. Van dé duy nhat khi oanh tac bang may bay ty dong la gi?”

“Thiét hai ngoai y,” Sachs noi.

“Chinh xac. Tén lra tiéu diét khung b6 nhung cling giét ngwoi vo toi. Rat
bét cho hinh twgng nwdc My. NIOS ky hop dong vdi Walker Defense
Systems dé cong ty nay sang ché ra mot may bay tw dong gidm thiéu dwoc
thiét hai ngoai y. Str dung sting truedng tinh xac cing mot vién dan rat 16n.”

Sellitto n6i, “Nhuwng bon ho lam be bét hét. Thyc té da xay ra thiét hai
ngoai y.”

“Vu am sat Moreno la chuyén may rui,” Rhyme noi. “Ai ma tién liéu
duwgc kinh v lai gdy chét ngwoi chir?”
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Sellitto cuwoi. “Nay Amelia, cd6 no6i dung. Pay qua la vién dan triéu do.
Theo nghia den. Khi that, gia cia may bay ty dong dau co ré, khong ching
day la vién dan muoi triéu do ciling nén.”

“Sao anh doan duwoc?” Nance Laurel héi.

“Poan?” Sachs lén tiéng mot cach chua chat.

Nhung Rhyme khong can ai bién hg. Anh phan khéi vdi suy luan cia
minh nén vui vé gidi thich:

“Cay c0i. Luc do to6i dang nghi dén cay c6i. C6 dau vét 1a go doc trén
vién dan. T6i da thdy céi cdy nay bén ngoai ctra s6 day phong. Tat ca cac
canh cao dén gan tdm mét déu bi xén ngan - bdi vi khach san khéng mudn
ai cham vao 1a. Vay titc la vién dan tring Moreno tai mot géc xudng rat doc
- khodng bon muoi lam do. VaGi goc ddy, cho du mot tay sung c6 nam trén
miii dat cling khéng thé nham cao 1én dé triv hao cho trong lwc dugc. Vay
tirc 1a vién dan dén tiv khong trung.

“Néu Shales ban xuyén qua tan cay, vay titc la han dang st dung mét loai
hé thdng ngam bdng ra-da hay hong ngoai dé, cé thé ndi, thady Moreno
xuyén qua dam l4. Khi ay toi ciing thac mac tai sao khéng c6 dau vét 6
nhiém trén vién dan - tir khoi va rac rwdi trong khong khi trén miii dat. Mot
vién dan nong hiuc nhé ra phai dinh nhiéu dau vét chit. Nhung thye t€ lai
khong c6.”

Pulaski noéi, “Ma nay, Lincoln, may th& day la UAV, phwong tién trén
khong khong nguoi lai. Khong phai may bay tw dong.”

“Cam on da stra lung t6i. Sy chinh xac 1a quan trong nhat. Cau ding la
kho tang kién thic.”

“Kénh Discovery.”

Rhyme cuwdi roi néi tiép, “Diéu nay ciling giai thich hop 1y tai sao nhom
tho 1an cia Mychal Poitier khong tim thdy vo dan nao. No troi ra bién roi.
Hodc c6 1€ cai may bay nay giir lai vé dan sau khi ban. T6t, tot. Chung ta cé
tién trién.”

Cooper néi, “Va han ngam gan hon 1.800 mét rat nhiéu. Nén van toc
vién dan md&i cao dén vay.”
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Rhyme noéi, “Theo t6i doan thi chiéc may bay nay khong thé nao cach
hon hai hodc ba trdm mét, dé ban mot phat chinh xac nhw thé. Nhitng nguoi
ding dudi mat dat rat khé phat hién ra n6. Chac phai cé nguy trang - ciing
nhw con tac ké hoa cia chung ta. Va dong co phai nho - hai thi, nhé lai di.
Kém theo bo phan gidm thanh thi chang nghe tiéng gi hét.”

“N6 cat canh tir dwong bang ciia Walker tai bang New Jersey v?” Pulaski
héi.

Rhyme lac dau. “T6i chac chan cai dwong bang dy dung dé thir nghiém
mady bay khong ngudi 1ai thoi. NIOS sé phéng cho cat canh t* mot can c&
quan sy cang gan Bahamas cang t6t.”

Laurel luc loi trong m& tap ghi chép. “Cé mdt van phong NIOS gan bang
Miami.” Co ta tra thong tin. “Bén canh Can c¢ Dy bi Khong quan
Homestead.”

Sachs dan to buém lén. “Walker c6 mot van phong gan day. Cé 1é danh
dé bao tri va ho trg.”

Laurel ran réi thém vao, “Va moi ngudi con nhd Lincoln da néi gi trwdc
d6 khong?” Co ta dang hoi tat cd moi nguoi.

“C0,” Sellitto néi, tay khong thé ngirng khudy tach ca phé ctia minh, nhw
thé lam vay ca phé sé ngot hon (anh ta chi thém vao nita géi duong).
“Chung ta khong can budc t6i am muwu nita. Barry Shales dang ¢ thanh pho
New York khi hdan bép co. Titc t0i nay bay gid la muwu sat bac hai. Con
Metzger la dong 16a.”

“To6t lam, tham t, ding ro6i,” Laurel néi ci¢ nhw minh la ¢6 gido 16p nam
dang khen mot hoc sinh trong 16p.
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Shreve Metzger nghiéng dau ra sau dé phan trong dwdi ctia mat kinh 1ay
nét ro hon nhitng chir trén chiéc dién thoai ma thuat.

Hop vé ngan sdch dang dién bién nhanh. Ban tdi ban lui. Nghi quyét vao
ngay mai. Cha biét gio dang thoi chiéu nao.

Y thi tham trong bung vGi Phu thdy: Ro6i t6i phai lam cai me gi vGi cai
tin nhan déch cé chit thong tin nay day? Cap nhat lai so yéu ly lich hay
khong? Néi v6i moi nguwoi & day la bon ho sap bi tritng phat vi da yéu
nuwdc, da ndi khong véi céi thé lvc ma quy mudn pha hay dat nwdc tuyét
voi nhat qua dat nay chang? Hay khong?

Doi khi Khéi ma nhat, tréu ngwoi. Doi khi né c6 thé 1a ddm may den kit,
loai may ta thdy boc 1én tir nhitng noi roi may bay va né nha may héa chat.

Y xoa tiét tin nhan réi nén budc thinh thich xuéng quéan ca phé & tang
dwdi, mua mét coc ca phé sita Y cho minh va mot ly mochaccino pha dau
nanh cho Ruth. Y tré lai r6i dat ly caa ba 1én ban lam viéc cta ba, gitta anh
nguoi chong chién si mdt va nguwdi chong chién si hai.

“Cam on anh,” ba ndi réi dwa doi mat xanh kiéu diém nhin y. Khée mat
ba nhan lai kem mét nu cwoi. Ngay ca ¢ do tudi cao nién ctia minh, Ruth
van quyén rii theo cai nghia rong nhat cta tir nay. Metzger khong tin vao
tam hon hay linh hon nhung, néu y c6 tin di nita, d6 sé chinh la cai phan cé
sttc hap dan nhwong dy & Ruth.

C6 1é chi can noéi ba c6 mot trai tim don hau.

Thé ma ba ay dang & day lam viéc cho mo6t nguwdi nhw minh. ..

Y gat bo su hoai nghi cua Khai.

“Cu0c hen dién ra t6t dep,” ba néi véi y.
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Metzger dap, “T6i biét chac ma. T6i biét né sé tot dep thoi. Ba kéu
Spencer vao day dugc khong?”

Buéc vao van phong minh, y tha ngudi xudng ghé, nhap ca phé, gian dir
tredc cdm giac bitc boi dén tir hoi néng qua siic truyén qua chiéc coc giay.
Dbiéu nay lam y nhé dén mot sy c6 khac: Mot tay hanh xtr tho 16 Iic ban ca
phé dao cho y. Y van con twdng twgng ra cai canh minh tim ra quay cua han
r6i dam sam xe vao. Sy viéc nay xay ra tit ba nam trudc.

Cha biét gié dang thoi chiéu nao.

Y thoi coc ca phé - Khoi dang thoat ra, y twdng twong.

Buong bo di.

Y bat dau kiém tra nhitng email dwgc trich xuat tir chiéc 16 thé cia cong
nghé ma hoéal®8l, Mot email rdt dang ngai: mot vai tin tic dang lo vé vu
diéu tra Moreno, mot tré ngai. La thay, email nay chi lam y kiét qué chi
khong lam y n6i gian.

Mot tiéng go trén khung cita. Spencer Boston buéc vao trong roi ngoi
xuong.

“Ong tim duogc gi vé ké t6 gic rd6i?” Metzger héi ngay, khong budn chao
héi.

“C6 vé nhu dgt dau sat hach kiém tra néi doi déu am tinh ca. Do la
nhitng nguai true tiép phé chuan hodc xem lai chi 1énh STO. Van con hang
tram ngwoi c6 thé da 1én vao mot van phong & dau dé roi vé duwge mot ban
sao chi lénh.”

“Vay tat ca nhitng ngudi c6 tham nién trong don vi chi huy déu vugt qua
sat hach phai khong?”

“Pung. Tai day va tai cac trung tam.”

NIOS c6 ba trung tam chi huy may bay khong nguoi lai: trung tam
Pendleton tai bang California, trung tam Fort Hood tai bang Texas va trung
tam Homestead tai bang Florida. Tat ca cac trung tam nay cé 1é déu nhan
dwgc mot ban STO vé Moreno, mdc du chiéc may bay nay cat canh twr
Homestead.

“0,” Boston néi. “Ma t6i cling virgt qua bai kiém tra nita.”
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Metzger mim cudi. “T6i con twdng 6ng khong qua ndi chit.” That tinh y
nghi vay.

“Cai gi tot cho ké noi gian thi cling t6t cho diép vién théi.”

Metzger hoi, “Con Washington?”

ft nhat mot chuc nguwoi dudi tha do biét vé chi 1énh STO. Di nhién gom
ca nhitng thanh vién chu chot trong bién ché Nha Trang.

“Cai ddy thi kho hon. Bon ho khang cy dit [am.” Boston héi, “Chiing
dang diéu tra dén dau roi, 1ii c6m ay?”

Metzger cdm thay Khoéi dang boc 1én. “Hinh nhw r6t cudc thi tén Rhyme
nay da xoay x& dé xuéng dugc Bahamas r6i.” Y hat dau vé phia chiéc dién
thoai cia minh, noi mét s6 email nhat dinh titng cw ngu. “Cai cho cat day
déch ngan dwoc han nhiéu nhw ching ta hi vong.”

“Ha?” Mat Boston, thuwong bi khuat dwdi d6i mi mat sum sup, mdé ra tron
X0e.

Metzger noi kiém 10i, “Hinh nhv xdy ra mot vu tai nan. Nhung ciing
khong cén dwgc han.”

“Tai nan?” Boston héi, mat nhin ky y.

“Pung vay, Spencer, tai nan. Va han da trd lai day, tran tré nang luong.
Con 4 dy nita.”

“A cong td vién ha?”

“Chac, phai, ca & nita. Nhung y t6i 1a tham ti@ Sachs kia. Chang ai ngan
dwoc a.”

“Me kiép.”

Mac du ké hoach hién tai cua y, trén thyc t€, sé chan dugc a4 &y ma chang
ton nhiéu cong sic.

Con Laurel nira.

Chac, phai, ca a nita...

Su lo au ctia Boston hién rd trén mat va diéu nay choc gian Metzger. Y
néi ra chiéu muon lang chuyén, “Chang hinh dung néi tén Rhyme lai tim
duwgc gi. Hién treong vu an da mot tuan roi, con nang lyc tui canh sat dudi
day t6i dau chi?”
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Ky tc vé tay ban ca phé quay trd lai, ticc thoi va dit doi. Thay vi dam
sam vao quay ca phé, Metzger da nghi dén chuyén tw do ca phé néng lén
nguwoi minh réi bao canh sat, do toi cho tay ban dao dé han bi bat.

Khéi lam ta hanh xt vo0 16i.

Boston xen ngang cai ky trc ay. “Anh c6 nghi phéi bdo cho nguwdi nao
khac biét khong?”

“Tam thoi chwa can dau.”

Y nhin 1én va dé y Ruth dang ditng cho ngutng ctra. Vi ly do quai gi ma
y chwa dong ctra? “Vang?”

“Shreve. Phong Biéu hanh mu6n gdp anh.”

Mot den LED dé chdp nhay trén man hinh dién thoai cua Metzger.

Nay gio y khong dé y.

Gio sao day?

Y dwa lén mot ngén tré ra hiéu cho Spencer Boston roi trd 101 may.
“Metzger day.”

“Thwa sép, chung t6i tim dwgc Rashid roi.” Tay trudng phong diéu hanh
nay tré hon cd Metzger, thé hién qua giong cau ta.

Dot nhién Khdi bién mat. Ké ca Nance Laurel, Lincoln Rhyme va phan
16n moi vét nho khéac trong doi y. Rashid la ké tiép theo trong hang cho
Ménh l1énh Pic nhiém, sau Moreno. Metzger theo doi ga da 1au. “O dau?”

“Ga 0 Mexico.”

“Thi ra do6 1a ké hoach cua ga. Thang khon nay dén gan hon ching ta
twong.”

“Vang. Khon nan lam, thwa sép. Ga dang ¢ mét vi tri tam bg, mot nha tra
an ma cac-ten Matamoros s& hitu tai Reynosa. Chung ta c6 thdi han rat
ngan. Toi c6 nén chuyén chi tiét dén GCS va Trung tam Texas khong?”

“Co.”

Tay tredng phong diéu hanh hoi, “Thwa sép, anh cé biét chi 1énh STO da
bi stra doi tai Washington khong?”

“Stra vé mat nao?” y héi, lo au.

“Chi 1énh goc tinh dén viéc gidm thiéu thiét hai ngoai y nhung khong
cam. Con chi l1énh méi lai cam. Viéc phé chuan sé bi bai bé néu ngudi nao
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khac c6 mat bi thvong vong.”

Bi bai bo...

Vay titc 1a néu co6 bat ky ai bi giét chung véi Rashid, ké ca pho tw 1énh
cta al-Qaeda trong treong hgp han sap nhan nut phéng hat nhan, thi minh
cling da hanh dong vuot quyén han.

Va minh tieu doi.

Mot thang khon nan chét va mot nghin ngwdi vo toi dwgc citu song cling
chang c6 nghia ly gi.

Co Ié viéc nay nam trong khuon kho may cudc hop “vé ngan sach”.

“SEp?”

“T6i hiéu r6i.”

Y ngat may roi bao tin cho Boston. “Rashid ha? T6i ¢t twdng thang cho
ma 4y sap tron chui trén nhiai & San Salvador cho thoi co tan cong chi. Ga
mua chudc thanh vién bang Mara Salvatrucha - hay con goi la MS-13S - dé
dwgc bao ké. Ga c6 mdt noi nao ddy tai Quan s6 6, gan Soyapango. Néu ai
muon ca thé gigi quén lang minh thi ¢ téi noi nay.”

Chang ai hiéu Trung My bang Spencer Boston.

Mot la co hién len trén may tinh cta y. Metzger m@ cac email duvgc ma
héa ctia minh roi doc chi Iénh STO mdi, chinh 1a chi 1énh hanh quyét al-
Barani Rashid, dwgc chinh stta cho phu hop. Y doc lai r6i thém vao chi ky
dién tr va ma so dinh danh ctia minh dé phé chuan chi Iénh kht.

Tén nay, giong nhuw Moreno, 1a mot kiéu dan sinh tai My, song tai Bac
Phi va cac nha nwéc vung Vinh cho dén vai thang truéc.

Ga nam trong danh sach theo doi su6t nhiéu nam, nhwng chi bi gidm sat
khong chinh quy chit khéng nam trong bat ky cudn sach “nguy co hién tai”
nao. Chwa hé cé ching cit nao chitng minh ga tirng cong khai lam gi.
Nhung ga chong MY cling dit doi nhw Moreno. Va nguoi ta thay ga giao du
v&i be 1 nhitng ké tich cye tham gia vao cac chién dich khung bé.

Metzger vira cudon qua ban phan tich tinh bao di kem chi 1énh STO da
stta vira gidi thich cho Boston cac chi tiét. Rashid dang ngu tai thi tran
Reynosa xoang xinh ctia Mexico, nam trén bién gigi Texas. Cac ndi gian
tinh bdo My ma NIOS st dung duwéi do tin rang Rashid dang trong thanh
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pho gdp g& mot ga c6 tham nién thudc cac-ten 16n nhat vung dong bac
Mexico. Bon khing b6 da bat dau hop tac chat ché vdi cac cac-ten tai day
vi hai ly do: Mot la ddy manh dong chdy ma tiy vao My, nham néu cao hé
tw twdng ctia ching la lam x6i mon cac dinh ché va xa hoi phwong Tay, va
hai la nhitng cac-ten nay c6 diéu kién vat chat cuc ky tot.

“Chung ta dé anh ta lo vu nay ha?”

“Tat nhién.” Anh ta. Bruns, titc Barry Shales. Nguwdoi giéi nhat trong bon.
Metzger lién nhan tin ra 1énh cho anh ta bdo cdo véi Buong Khir.

Metzger xoay mady tinh roi cung nhau, y va Boston, nghién citu cac tam
anh giam sat trén mat dat 1an anh vé tinh. Can nha tra an tai Reynosa la mot
cong trinh nong trai mot tang day bui bam, cé kich thwdc kha 16n, véi 16p
son vang nau dai dau va vién mau xanh 14 ma. N6 nam gitta mot 16 dat day
cat rong hon bon nghin mét vuong. Tat ca ctra s6 déu déong rém va cai then.
Chiéc xe, néu cé, chac nam ric trong nha xe.

Metzger danh gia tinh hinh. “Chuing ta danh phai dung tén Itra. Khong
thay doi twgng dé cé thé dung Stung trweong Tam xa.”

Chwong trinh Sting treong Tam xa, trong dé mot khau sing treong ban
tia dac ché duwgc gan vao mot may bay khong nguwai 1i, bay 1au 1a dita con
tinh than ctia Metzger. Sting treong Tam xa la san pham chi dao cia NIOS.
Chuong trinh nay phuc vu hai muc dich. N6 gidm thiéu dang ké rai ro ban
chét nguwoi vo tdi, tai nan hau nhw luén xdy ra vGi tén lita. Va né cho
Metzger co hoi khit nhiéu ké thu hon han. Ta phai khon ngoan khi phong
tén ltta vi mot khi phéng di mot qua Hellfirel! ching mdy ai khong biét
xuat x1¥ ciia né: quan déi My, CIA hay mét cuc tinh bao khac. Con ban mot
phat sing treong duy nhat? Tay sing c6 thé l1a bat ky ai. Chi can bia ra vai
chuyén vé mot tay sing lam viéc cho mot dang chinh tri do6i 1ap, mot nhom
khung b6 hodc la - chang han - mot cac-ten Nam MY, la chinh quyén dia
phuong va bao gidi sé co khuynh huwéng bu vao soi moi. Tham chi nan
nhan c6 thé bi ban doi ghen tuéng ban chét khong chirng.

Nhung tir dau y da biét may bay trang bi sing trudng tam xa khong phai
lic nao ciling dung dwgc. Trong tredng hgp Rashid, khi khong thay ro muc
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tiéu thi phwong an duy nhat la tén Itta gan dau dan 9 kilogam c6 sitc cong
pha cao.

Guong mit dai ngodng cta Boston huéng vé phia ctta s6. Ong lo dang
dung ngdn tay cao mai téc trang ciia minh va man mé mot sgi chi lac 10ng
x0 ra ti* mét chiéc cic co tay. Metzger thac mac tai sao 6ng ta mac ao vét
trong van phong sudt.

“Sao nao, Spencer?”

“Pay phai chang la lic thich hgp dé chuyén sang chi 1énh STO khac, khi
vu Moreno bj that bai sao?”

“Tin tinh bdo nay vitng lam. Rashid t0i 16i day minh. Chung ta nhan
dugce nhidu danh gid tinh bao tir Langley, Mossad va SIS[201.”

“T6i chi muodn noi la ching ta khong biét cai hang chd bi ro ri dén mic
nao. Co thé chi la 1énh khit Moreno, c6 thé nhiéu hon, tinh lu6én 1énh cta
Rashid. Ga nam tiép theo trong danh sach, nhé khong? Cai chét ctia ga sé
gdy chan dong. Biét dau a cong t0 vién khon kiép kia sé bam riét ching ta
vé vu nay nita. Ching ta dang di trén bang méng chit chang choi.”

Day déu la nhitng diéu hién nhién can xem xét nhung tham tam, Metzger
c6 cai nhu cau ay va do do, y khong bi Khéi tr6i budc.

Y tuyét nhién khong muon sy nhe nhom nay, cdAm gidc ém a nay, cam
giac tvy do nay, bién di mat.

“Va néu khong khir g3, thi 6ng biét Rashid da tru tinh gi cho Texas hay
Oklahama roi day.”

“Ta c6 thé goi cho Langley va sap xép mot vu bat coc dan do.”

“Bat coc ga? Roi lam gi nita? Ta khong can thong tin tir ga, Spencer a.
Diéu ta can tr Rashid la ga bién mat khoi coi doi nay.”

Boston dau hang. “Dugc théi. Con nguy co thiét hai ngoai y thi sao? Ban
qua Hellfire vao khu dan cu ma khong c6 hinh anh tham chiéu sao?”

Metzger cuén ban danh gia tinh bdo xudng dén phan bao cdo giam sat.
Van con néng hoi sau muai phit. “Can nha tra an trong khong, trir Rashid.
Noi nay da bi DEA va Canh sat Lién bang Mexico giam sat trong vong mot
tuan nham tim ra nhitng ké bi tinh nghi tuén ma tiy. Sang nay khéng c6 ai
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vao day trv Rashid. Theo tin tinh bao nay, ga sé gap tén cac-ten bat ky lic
nao. Tén do6 vira di khéi thi ta cho n6 banh cho day.”
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Al-Barani Rashid nhin qua vai nhiéu lan. Nghia béng va nghia den.

Tén dan ong cao 16n nay, bon muoi tudi, dau dang hoéi dan, chom rau dé
cau ki, biét minh dang gdp nguy hiém - méi nguy tr Mossad, CIA va to
chitc an ninh dat tai New York dy, NIOS. Biét dau con tir mot s6 ké & Trung
Quoc nira.

Chura ké kha kha dao hitu Hoi gido nita. Ga cong khai 1én an nhitng ké di
theo tin nguwdng mot cach gido diéu la c6 nhwge diém vé mat tri tué, vi bon
ho c* mu quang bam 14y mot triét ly trung c6 khong bén virng trong thé ki
XXI. (Ga cling cong khai chi trich nhitng ngwoi on hoa trong tin ngudng
nay la hén nhat, vi bon ho khong dam phan d6i rang minh da bi hiéu nham,
rang Hoi gido chang qua la Gido hoi Truwdng 1do nhung lai dung mot cudn
kinh thanh khac. Nhung bon ho chi viét blog dé si nhuc ga, bon ho khong
muon ra lénh khir ga).

Rashid mu6n mot trat ty mdéi, mudn sang tao lai mot khai niém hoan toan
mdi vé tin ngudng va xa héi. Mo hinh ctia gd nhat dinh khong phai la
Zawahiri hay Bin Laden, ma sé la phién ban lai tao gitta Karl Marx va Ted
Kaczynski, biét danh Unabomber, cai ké c6 ai ngo tirng hoc chung trwong
v0i ga - Pai hoc Michigan.

Nhuwng du chang dwoc ai wa, trong tham tam Rashid van tin rang minh
ding. GO bo ung nhot di la thé gidi sé trd lai nguyén trang.

Nhitng té bao dang di can 4y, di nhién, la Hgp ching quéc Hoa Ky. Tw
cudc khing hodng ng dwdi chuan, dén Iraq, dén cu ca r6t nhuc nha mang
tén Vién trg nwdc ngoai, dén nhitng bai phat biéu chi trich mang tinh phan
biét ching tdc cua nhitng nha thuyét gido va chinh tri gia Co Poc, dén viéc
sung bai hang tiéu dung, quéc gia nay la mét phao neo kim ham sy tién bo
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cta nén van minh. Ga da roi khoi My sau khi 1ay bang sau dai hoc nganh
khoa hoc chinh tri, mot di khong tro lai.

Phai, ké thu dang hdo hitc muon tom ga nhw s6i dit chd moi vi chinh kién
cta ga. Ngay ca nhitng nwdc khong thich My van can My.

Nhung ga cam thay it nhiéu an toan vao ltic nay, vi hién dang ngu trong
mot can nha mang phong cach nong trai dai ngoang tai Reynosa, Mexico,
chd dong minh dén.

Ga khong thé goi ngwoi dé la “ban”, di nhién. Quan hé cta ga vdi nhitng
ca nhan khéo 1éo cua cac-ten Matamoros tuy mang tinh cong sinh nhung
dong co cua hai béen lai khac xa nhau. Bong co cua Rashid mang tinh y
thitc hé: chong lai chu nghia tw ban My va xa hoi My (va ung ho Israel,
hién nhién). Muc dich cta cac-ten c6 phan nao trai ngugc: kiém bon tién tw
chinh céi xa hoi ay. Nhung muc tiéu ctia cac-ten nay vé co ban cling chang
khac gi ga. Pua cang nhiéu ma tiy vao My cang tot. R6i giét nhitng ai
muon can duwong.

Nham nhi tra dam, ga nhin déong ho deo tay. Mot trong nhitng 6ng trum
cac-ten sé phai ké ché tao bom nong cot cia minh dén gap Rashid trong
vong mot gio nita. Y sé cung cap nhitng gi Rashid can dé ché tao mot thiét
bi dac biét thong minh, mot thiét bi, sau hai ngay nira, sé giét chét mot giam
doc khu vye cia DEA tai Brownsville, bang Texas, cung gia dinh ba ta va
bat ky dam ngwdi nao khac tinh cd ¢ gan budi vui choi da ngoai.

Rashid hién dang ng6i trudc ban tra, nguwoi gap lai trén mot tap gidy
vang, va nam chat mot buat chi may trong khi vé ra cac so do ky thuat cho
thiét bi no tuw ché.

Mac du Reynosa la mot thi tran khé song tir dau dén chan, bui bam, xam
xit va day cac nha may nho xudng cap, nhung can nha nay lai rong rai va
kha dé chiu. Cac-ten Matamoros da ton kha nhiéu tién dé bao tri n6. N6 c6
hé théng diéu hoa twom tat, nhiéu thitc an, tra, nwdc dong chai, ban ghé ém
ai va nhitng tdm réem day cOm trén tat ca cac ctra s6. Phai, mot can nha
khong té chut nao.

Tuy thinh thodng lai 6n ao.
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Ga budc dén ctta phong ngu & phia sau, go cira, roi m@ civta. Mot trong
nhitng tay ho phap cac-ten cat ctr, mot tén dan ong chac nich v6i mat
nghiém nghi c6 tén Norzagaray, gat dau chao.

Rashid xem qua dam con tin ctia cac-ten: Cdp vo chong, ca hai déu la
dan Mexico ban x, béo lun, dita con trai mdi 16n va diva con gai nho ngoi
trén san, tredc mot ti vi. Ban tay cua cdp vg chéng bi budc lai bang day
dién, dua léng dé ho uéng nwéc va an dugc. Khéng da 1éng dé ho cé thé tan
cong bon bat céc.

Theo Rashid nghi, bon chung nhé ra phadi tréi tay nguwoi vg chdt hon. Ba
ta m@i la moi nguy, ba ta c6 con thinh no trong ngwoi. Diéu nay dé thay khi
ba ta an ui dia con gai, mot dita bé manh khanh c6 mai téc sam va xoan.
Nguoi chong va diva con trai thi sg sét hon.

Dau moi lién lac ctia Rashid tai day cho biét ga c6 thé st dung can nha
nhung phdi chia sé n6 vdi s6 con tin nay, nhitng nguwoi da & day tam, chin
ngay, khoang thoi gian ma bdy lau doanh nghiép nho cta nguwdi chong phai
chay vay kiém du s6 tién chudc hai triéu do la ma cac trum ma tdy doi hoi -
cling béi nguwdi chong da chong doi cac-ten nay.

Rashid no6i vGi Norzagaray, “Anh lam on van am luwgng nho lai duwgc
khong?” Ga hat dau veé phia cai ti vi, trén d6 dang chiéu mot b6 phim hoat
hinh.

Ké canh gac lam theo.

“Cam on.” Bay gio ga nhin k¥ cai gia dinh ay nhung khong té vé thich
thu gi trwdc sy hoang sg cua ho. Pay la toi ac vi 1gi nhuan, ga khong tan
thanh. Ga sam soi difa con trai m@gi 16n ro6i dén mot qua béng da trong géc.
DPay la mau bong ctia cau lac b America, doi béng nha nghé tai thanh pho
Mexico.

“Nhoc thich da banh ha?”

“Vang.”

“Nhoc choi vi tri nao?”

“Trung vé a.”

“Ta cling vay khi bang tudi nhéoc.” Rashid khong mim cuwdi. Ga khong
khi nao cwoi nhung giong ga nho nhe. Ga nhin ho thém mot lic. Dau ho
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chwa ro, nhung c6 nguwoi da cho Rashid biét cudc thwong lwong da gan
xong va ca gia dinh sé dwgc phong thich vao ngay mai. Rashid nghe ma
mat da. Nhitng nguwdi nay chang phai ké thu. Nguwoi cha hién khéng lam
viéc cho mot cong ty My béc 16t vo luan nao. Ong ta chi 1a mot doanh nhan
nho vo tinh choc gian cac-ten. Rashid mudn trdn an ho la ho sé song sot
qua thit thach nay. Nhung day khong phai la diéu ga quan tam.

Ga dong cira r6i trd lai cac so d6 minh dang vé. Ga xem lai cho so do
nay hoi lau. Ro6i cudi cung ga két luan: Thit nhat, khong thé nao cé ai song
sot khi ¢ gan thiét bi ma bon ho mo6 ta & day. Va thit hai - ga cho phép minh
c6 cdi suy nghi ty phu ay - nhitng bitc vé nay tao nha chang khac gi nhitng
tam gach dat sét kham zellige thuwgng hang, mot nén tang cia my thuat
Maroc.
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Lincoln Rhyme dang phét biéu, “Va chinh nhitng chitng ct cho thay
Shales c6 mat tai New York vao thdi diém no sung tudng sé go toi cho han,
gio day lai gép phan két t6i han dinh liu dén vu an: Cac cudc goi tr dién
thoai di dong ctia han dén khach san South Cove dé xac minh khi nao
Moreno dang ky phong, chinh di¥ kién nay cho thdy han cé mat tai téng bo
NIOS tai New York vao thoi diém gdy an. Nhung ta can thém chitng cit. Ta
can chitng minh dugce han ngoi ngay tai can diéu khién may bay tw dong.
May bay khong nguwoi lai méi ding, xin 10i cau, tan binh. Chiing ta lam
diéu dé bang cach nao?”

“Kiém soat khong lwu tai bang Florida va Bahamas,” Sachs néi.

“Tot.”

Sachs goi si quan lién lac cap lién bang cta ho, Fred Dellray, dwa ra yéu
cau nay va trao doi hoi 1au véi anh. Cubi cung Sachs ngat may. “Fred sé goi
cho Cuc Hang khong Lién bang tai day va S6 Hang khong Dan dung tai
Nassau. Nhung anh ay lam t6i nghi ra mot y khac.” Co dang go trén may
tinh ctia minh.

Rhyme khong thay rd. C6 vé nhw c¢d6 dang quan sat mot ban do. “Cha,”
6 thi tham.

“Sao?” Rhyme thac mac.

“Fred dé xuat chiing ta nén xem thtr chinh cai Buéng Khit.”

“Ha?” Sellitto thot. “Xem thé nao?”

Bang Google, co vé thé.

Sachs mim cwoi. Co vira mé 1én mot anh vé tinh chup day nha noi tong
bd NIOS toa lac trong trung tam Manhattan. Pang sau tda nha nay la mot
bai xe, tach biét véi dwong 16 bang mot hang rao an ninh bé thé va nam
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duwdi sy giam sat cia mot tram gac. O gbc anh 1a mot khéi kién tric 16n
hinh chit nhat, nhuw mot cong-ten-no chd hang - loai chét chat vao san sau
va chay thu tha dang sau xe dau kéo doc dwdng cao toc. Sat bén n6 la mot
ang-ten dai ba mét chia lén troi.

“Pay la Tram Diéu khién Mat dat, theo nhw Fred néi. Goi la GCS. Anh
ay néi phan nhiéu cdc may bay khong nguwdi lai duge diéu khién tir cac
tram lwu dong nhu vay.”

“Bubng Khtt,” Mel Cooper noi.

“Tuyét,” Laurel nhanh nhau bao Sachs. “Phién c6 in anh day ra.”

Rhyme thdy Sachs buc doc, do dy va ré6i bang ngén cai va mot ngén
khac - sau méong c6 mot cham mau kho - gé manh 1én ban phim. Mdy in bat
dau thé ra re re.

Khi tai liéu duwgc nha ra, Laurel nhe tay lay ra khoi khay gidy r6i thém
vao ho so ctia minh.

Dién thoai ctia Sachs reo. “Lai la Fred,” c6 thong bao. C6 nhan nit loa
ngoai.

Rhyme goi, “Fred. Ping si nhuc ai day.”

“T6i nghe r6i. Cha, cha, may anh chi c6 mdt vu an kho nhan day. Chiic
may man nhé. Nay, cé thdy chi€c may bay nao nhin ngo6 ngd lwét bén ngoai
ctra s6 khong? Nén tinh dén chuyén kéo rém lai di la vira.”

Rhyme nhan dinh chuyén nay chang c6 gi la ngoé ngo nhw Dellray twdng,
trwdc k¥ nang ban dan triéu do cua Barry Shales.

“Oké, sy vu ve ra-da. Pa gti cho moi nguwdi anh chup man hinh. Theo
ching t6i danh gia, vao sang ngay 9 thang 5 mot chiéc may bay nhé, khong
phat tin hiéu ti€p séng, bi truy dau la bay vé hwéng dong bang qua Pai Tay
Duvong, phia nam bang Miami.”

“La noi dat can ct khong quan Homestead,” Sellitto chi ra.

“Piing roi. Chiéc mdy bay nay st dung quy tic bay truc quan2l), khong
c6 ké hoach bay. Toc d6 rat cham - khoang 177 kilomét/gio. Day la toc do
dién hinh ctia may bay khong nguwdi 14i. Ching ta thong diém nay chwa?”

“Roi, Fred. Néi tiép di.”
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“Um, tit Miami dén Nassau cach khoang 290 kilémét. Ping mot tiéng
nam muoi hai phit sau, kiém soat khong lwu tai Nassau theo doi thdy mot
may bay nhd, khong phat tin hiéu ti€p séng, bay cao lén vao tam ra-da,
khoang 180 mét.” Dellray ngirng noéi. “R6i né chitng lai.”

“Chitng lai?”

“Ho twdng n6 chét may. Nhung no lai khong rét khoi tam theo doi.”

“N0 bay lo Itrng,” Rhyme noi.

“T6i cling doan vay. Ho phat hién khong co6 bo ti€p séng nén chiéc nay la
dang may bay siéu nhe - may thit d6 choi cong nghé ty ché ma thi thoang
dau nhv chim trong gi6 ngwoc chiéu ddy. Chiéc nay khong nam trong
khong phan dugce kiém soat nén ho khong quan tdm gi hon. Khi ay 1a 11
gio 4 phut sang.”

“Moreno bi ban lic 11 gid 16 phut,” Sachs néi.

“Va vao luc 11 gio 18 phit, né quay dau lai r6i ha xuéng khéi tam ra-da.
Hai tiéng nam phut sau, mot chiéc may bay nho, khong phat tin hiéu tiép
song, di vao khong phan My r6i hwéng vé Nam Miami.”

“Chinh la tén hung tha,” Rhyme noi. “Cam on Fred.”

“Chtic may man. Va coi nhu chwra hé quen t6i nhé.”

Cach.

Chura thé két luan dugc gi nhwng nhw tat ca cac yéu toé trong mét vu an,
day la mot vién gach vitng chac trong birc twong thiét 1ap toi trang cta nghi
can.

Nance Laurel c6 dién thoai. Trong khi nguoi khac cé 1é da gat gu hodc
dé 10 ra nhitng manh moi trén mdt vé ndi dung cudc goi, co ta lai lang nghe
khong chit biéu cam, guwong mat day phan chinh 1a chiéc mat na. Co ta
ngat may. “Co van dé véi mot vu an khac cuda toi. T6i phai di tham van mot
tu nhan dang bi tam giam. Chac khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dau. T6i muon
¢ lai lam nhwng phdi di lo vu nay.”

Co0 cong to vién gom lai chiéc ti xach ro6i di vé phia ctra.

Sachs cting nhan duwgc mot cu dién thoai. Co6 nghe may r6i ghi chép
nhanh mot vai diéu.
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Rhyme quay lwng khéi c6 va nghién cttu cac so do mot lan nita. “Nhung
toi mudn thém,” anh kéu ca. “Mudn thi gi ddy chitng minh Shales dang
ngoi tai bang diéu khién cua cai may bay ay.”

“Cau gi dugc ndy.” Amelia Sachs néi.

Rhyme nhudng may.

Co noi, “Ching ta ¢6 manh mdi tim ra nguoi t6 gidc. Néu cé ngudi co
thé chithng minh Barry Shales c6 mat trong Buong Khit vao ngay 9 thang 5,
thi d6 chinh la ngwoi nay.”

Sachs han hanh bao c4o rang nhom céanh sat ctia dai iy Myers bdy lau da
khao sat nhitng khach c6 mat tai quan Java Hut khi ngwdi t6 giac tai 1én chi
lénh STO va da tim thay mot vai nhan chirng.

Mady tinh ctia c6 kéu 1én mét tiéng bé roi ¢6 nhin vé man hinh. “T6i r6i,”
€O noi.

Sellitto cudi pha 1én mot cach chéi tai. “Xin 16i chit, dung tir nhw thé
trong treong hop nay la vung day.”

C0 mé tép dinh kém. “Thoi budi nay ngudi ta mua hang bang thé tin
dung va thé ghi ng nhiéu lam. Cho du héa don chi ba, bon do la. Nhung thé
lai dwgc viéc cho ching ta. Nhém khao sat da néi chuyén vdi tat ca nhitng
ngwoi thanh toan bang thé vao khodng 1 gio chiéu vao ngay 11. Phan 16n
khong thu thap dwgc gi nhung mot ngudi trong s6 nay c6 chup anh.” C6 in
ra so6 anh chup dinh kéem. Khong té, c6 nhan dinh, nhwng phan nhiéu déu
khong phaéi anh nhan dién phan gidi cao. “Nhat dinh la ga.”

Co doc ghi chu cta si quan gti email. ““Nguwdoi chup 1a mot du khach dén
ttr Ohio. Chyup dnh vg minh ng6i doi dién. C6 c6 thé thdy ngoai nén c6 mot
nguwoi dan ong, bi mo - bgi vi ga dang quay nhanh nguwoi di va dva tay 1én
che mat. Pa héi cac du khach xem ho cé thay rd ga hon khéng. Ho néi
khong, con cac khach khac va nhan vién pha ché thi khéng dé y gi dén
ga.””

Rhyme nhin tdm adnh. Céach luvng ngwoi phu nit dang cuwdi hai chiéc ban
c6 1é la ngudi t6 gidc. Da trang. Véc dang ciing cap, mac com 1é xanh lam,
mot mau la l1am, hoi giong xanh hai quan nhat. Ga doi mi lwdi trai - dang

https://thuviensach.vn



ngo, vi trén ngwdi lai mac quan 4o doanh nhan - nhwng hinh nhw téc mau
nhat. Mot chiéc laptop dat mé tredc mat ga.

“Chinh 1a ga,” Sachs no6i. “Ga c6 may iBook.” Trwéc dé co da tai vé anh
cua moi dong may.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sw nhan xét, “Com 1é khéng vira nguwoi lam. Loai ré
tién. C6 thdy may goi dwong Splenda trén ban, cung véi thia khudy khong?
Ching t6 ga la ngudi ching ta can.”

“Tai sao?” Sellitto hoi. “Toi dung Splenda day nay.”

“Khong phai cai chat day - ma la chi tiét né nam trén ban. Phan 16n moi
nguoi thém duong hay chat tao ngot tai cho 1dy sita roi vitt goi rong di, va
ca thia khudy nita. D€ ban it btra bon. Ga thi lai mang rac theo. Khong
muon dé lai chitng ci¥ van tay day ma.”

Phan nhiéu céac vat thé, ké ca gidy, gilt lai van tay rat t6t & nhitng noi
phuc vu thitc an do dau m& con sét lai tir biva an.

“Con diéu gi khac & ga nita khong?” Pulaski hoi.

“Cau noi toi nghe xem, tan binh.”

Cau canh sat noi, “Xem cach ga gio ban tay phai kia, long ban tay cuon
ngtra 1én trén? Co6 thé ga sap udng thudc. Co thé la thudc nhitc dau, dau
lung. Khoan, nhin kia, c6 mét cai hop. Phai 1a hop khong? Mot cai hop nam
bén hong ban?”

Hinh nhv qua la c6 mot cai hop. Mau xanh lam va vang kim.

Rhyme noi, “T6t. Chac cdu n6i ding. Va dé y ga dang udng tra - co6 thay
tai tra trong khan an khong? - trong quan ca phé ma udng tra? Nhin nhot
nhat. C6 1€ la tra thdo dugc. Cling khong cé gi la nhung cé thé suy luan hop
ly 1a ga c6é van dé vé bao tir. Kiém tra nhitng hop thuéc nao c6 hai mau,
cong dung chong thira axit, trao ngugce dich vi, khé tiéu.”

Mot 14t sau Cooper noéi, “Co thé la Zantac, loai dwgc lwc manh nhat. Kho
néi lam.”

“Khong han chuyén gi cling can cau tra 10i chac chan dau,” Rhyme néi
khé. “Ta can phwong hudng la duge. Vay nén c6 thé ga bi yéu bung.”

“Do cang thang vi ro ri tai liéu mat caa chinh pha day,” Mel Cooper 1én
tiéng.
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“Tu6i?” Rhyme thac mac.

“Khong biét dugc,” cau canh sat dap. “Sao biét dwgc day?”

“Chac, t6i c6 bao cau choi tro choi ¢ hoi chg dau, tan binh. Ta thay ga
béo lun, ta thidy ga c6 van dé vé da day. Toc co6 thé mau vang, cling c6 thé
mau xam. Cach an mdc bao tha. Nén cé thé suy doan hgp ly la ga it nhat
phai ¢ do tudi trung nién.”

“Pung that. Téi hiéu r6i.”

“Con tu thé ctia ga nita. Tw thé chuan, mac du ga khéng con tré. Cho
thay lai lich quan d6i. Hodc c6 thé con tai ngli nhung an mac nhw dan
thuvong.”

Ho nhin cham cham vao tdm anh va Sachs bong thac mac: Tai sao 6ng
lai ro ri chi lenh khi? Co 1gi gi cho ong?

Mot nguoi co luvong tam...

Ma ong la nguoi yéu nude hay ké phan boi?

Co ciling thac mac: Va 6ng dang & noi quai nao day?

Sellitto nhan mot cd dién thoai. Sachs dé y thady mat anh chuyén tir to mo
sang toi sam. Anh ta li€c nhin nhitng nguwdi con lai trong phong, doan quay
nguoi di.

Bay gi0 anh ta dang thi tham: “H&?... Chét tiét. Co néi khoi khoi nhw
vay sao dugc. Toi can chi tiét.”

Moi nguoi dang nhin anh ta cham cham.

“Ai? T6i muon biét ai. Pwoc roi, tim hiéu di roi cho t6i biét.”

Anh ta ngat mdy roi liéc mat vé huwéng Sachs, nhung khong nhin thang
vao c0, cho thay c6 la dé tai ctia cudc goi.

“Sao ha, Lon?”

“Co nén ra ngoai.” Anh ta hat dau vé 16i hanh lang.

Sachs liéc nhin Rhyme roi n6i, “Khong, néi ¢ day di. Chuyén gi vay? Ai
goi vay?”

Anh ta do du.

“Lon,” c6 cwong quyét noi. “Noi cho toi biét di.”

“Pugc roi, Amelia, toi xin 16i. C6 khong duwgce tham gia vu an nita.”

“Ha?”
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“That ra, phdi no6i 1a, c6 phdi nghi phép bat budc. C6 phéi bdo céo
xuong...”

“Chuyeén gi vay?” Rhyme quat.

“T6i khong biét chac nita. Vira ndy la trg ly cta téi. Co ay béo t6i la
chanh van phong tham t&* nhan nhw vay. Ban bdo cao chinh thitc dang trén
dwong téi. Toi cha biét ai nam dang sau vu nay.”

“Q, t6i biét ddy,” Sachs quét 1én. C6 m& toac bép ctia minh roi nhin vao
trong dé chac chan minh c6 ban sao tai liéu ma c6 da tim thay trén ban cta
Nance Laurel vao dém kia. Vao thoi diém do, ¢6 con do dy khong mudn
quo no lén lam vi khi.

Bay gio co con ngai gl.
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Shreve Metzger lu6n mot ban tay qua mai téc gon ghé, roi nhé lai ngay
dau xuat ngi.

Mot ga nao dé, mot thuwong dan, trén cac con pho ctua thanh pho Buffalo
da goi y la phwong dau troc. Phwong giét em bé nita. Ga nay say khuwdt.
Chong quan d6i. Mot thang khon. Tat ca cac phwong an trén.

Khéi nhanh chéng tran day ngudi Metzger, mac du bay gio' y khong goi
n6 la Khdi, cling chang goi no6 1a gi. Y bén dap gdy it nhat bon xwong trong
co thé ga nay trwdc khi nhe nhém ban han. Hon ca nhe nhom - gan giong
cam giac thoa man tinh duc.

boi khi ky rc nay quay trd lai, nhu luc nay day, khi y tinh cd cham vao
toc minh. Chi cham téc théi. Y nhé lai ga ay, nhd cap mat thiéu tap trung,
hoi lac caa ga. Nh@ mau, nhé cai ham sung vu.

Ca tén ban ca phé dao nita. Khong, chi can dam vao quay hang cua han,
lam bong han, giét han, mac ké hau qua. Sy thoa thué sé that khon xiét.

Giup toi voi, bac st Fischer.

Nhung gio day chang cé Khoi. Y dang cao hitng. Cac chuyén gia tinh
bao va chuyén gia trinh sat dang bén cho y thong tin vé phi vu Rashid.

Tén khung b6 nay - nhiém vu tiép theo trong hang chd - hién dang gap
g® nha cung cap bom cua cac-ten Matamoros. Metzger san sang danh doi
moi thit nham sira lai chi 1énh STO dé bao gom ca han nhwng tén nay la
cong dan Mexico, xin phép lam han bdc hoi sé dong nghia véi viéc phai
thdo ludn rwdm ra vGi gidi chitc sac tai thanh phé Mexico va Washington.
Va Chua hiéu rang y can phai hét sitc than trong véi bon ho.

Hop vé ngan sdch dang dién bién nhanh. Ban tdi ban lui. Nghi quyét vao
ngay mai. Chd biét gio dang thoi chiéu nao...
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Y nhan mot cudc goi nita veé tién do lam viéc cua chiéc may bay khong
nguoi lai, dudi sy chi huy cua Barry Shales trong GCS, chinh la toa xe kéo
bén ngoai cita s6 Metzger. Chiéc mday bay nay khong cdt canh tw
Homestead, nhu trong phi vu Moreno, ma tir co s NIOS gan Fort Hood,
bang Texas. N6 da di vao khong phan Mexico, nhd hong an cia cac quan
chirc lién bang nuwdc nay, khong nhu treong hgp ctia Moreno tai Bahamas,
va dang bang qua thoi tiét quang dang hwéng vé muc tiéu.

bién thoai cua y lai reo. Thiy tén ngudi goi, y danh nguwdi lai r6i liéc
nhin canh ctta dang mé. Y thay doi tay cua Ruth qua tam nhin han hep dan
vao trong van phong tién sanh. Ba dang danh mdy. Ba cling c6 mot ctra s
nho va anh nang phan chiéu 1dp lanh chiéc nhan dinh hon khiém t6n va
chiéc nhan cudi bé thé cuaa ba.

Y ding day, trugt ctra dong lai, r6i tra 101 cude goi. “Vang.”

“T6i thay a r6i,” giong nguwdi dan 6ng bao cao.

Khong dung tén hodc dung mat danh...

A.

Nance Laurel.

“O dau?”

“Trai tam giam, dang tham van mot nghi can. Khéng phai ctia vu 4n nay,
vu khéc. Tdi da x4c nhan chinh 13 4. A hién dang & ddy, gan nhw mot than
mot minh. T6i c6 nén khong?”

Khong c6 dong tw trong cau do.

Metzger do du, suy tinh thiét hon. “Nén.”

Y ngat may.

Co thé, rat c6 thé tat cd moi chuyén sé xong xudi.

ROi y chuyén sy chid y trd lai Mexico, noi mot ké thu cia My sap stta di
doi. Shreve Metzger cam thdy m@ cd trong bung.
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“Nance Laurel dau?” Sachs hoi nguwoi phu nit My gbc Phi tron trinh trén
tang bon cda trai tam giam New York.

Nt canh sat cia S& Céi hudn danh nguwdi lai va liéc nhin phu hiéu cua
Sachs mot cach khinh miét. Sachs cho la giong c6 qua hoi chdi tai, 16i chao
héi qué 16 mang. Co6 khong c6 y, Nance Laurel khién co nhuw thé.

“Phong Nam. Bé vii khi cua c6 vao hop.” Ba ta trd lai véi cudn tap chi
People. Mot vu bé bdi dang no ra trong dam nghé si hoc doi nao day. Hoac
c6 1€ ho la nhitng nghé si thé-chan-thanh-trwdc-Chiia. Sachs chwa tirng
nghe noéi dén ho.

C06 muodn xin 16i nguwdi phu nit vi si coc 16c cta minh nhung khong biét
phadi lam sao. R6i con gian cta c6 doi vGi Laurel quay trd lai nén co luén
khau Glock vao mét ta do réi dong sap cira, lam quy ba trai tam giam phai
trit ra mot hoi thd ra chiéu trach moc. Cira kéu ré mot tiéng réi mao ra, co
bwdc han vao hanh lang tam t6i vang tanh. Pay la khu virc ma tu nhan cap
cao - titc nhitng ké bi khai t6 nhitng toi nghiém trong - thao luan vu an vai
luat sw ctia minh va giao kéo vdi cong t6 vién.

Mui huwong ¢ day 1a mui chét tdy ué, mui son va nudc tiéu.

Sachs sdi buwéc qua vai can phong dau tién, tdt cd déu trong tron. Tai
phong Tham vén s6 5, ¢6 nhin qua tdm kinh hoen 6 thdy mot nguwdi dan 6ng
bi cim, mac 4o lién quan mau cam, dang ngo6i tredc mot cai ban dugc chot
chat xuéng nén nha, doi dién vGi Laurel. Trong gbc 1a linh gac ctia S& Cai
hudn, mét ngwoi dan 6ng khong 16, cai dau cao troc gan nhu trang héu cta
ong béng nhay mo hoi. Hai tay khoanh lai, 6ng nhin tén ti nhan nhw nha
sinh vat quan sat mét mau bo doc da chét.
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Ctra ¢ day tw khoa, bén nao cling phai can chia dé mé nén Sachs dung
long ban tay dap vao cua.

Chac han hanh dong nay ciling gay chéi tai, vi moi ngudi trong phong
nhady dung 1én réi xoay ngwoi. Nguwoi linh canh khong c6 sing nhung ban
tay 6ng ha xudng phia binh xit hoi cay trén thét lung. Ong thdy Sachs, ra
chiéu nhan ra co6 la canh sat nén nhe nhém. Tén tu nhan nhiu mat nhin
Sachs va cai nhin dé chuyén dang tir giat minh sang déi khat.

Toi pham tinh duc, Sachs suy ra.

Cdp moi Laurel mim chat lai mot chuit.

Co ta ditng day. Nguoi linh canh m@ khoa ctta cho c6 phé cong to vién
quan ra ngoai, doan 6ng khéa cira lai r6i trd lai trang thai canh gidc cua
minh.

Hai ngwoi phu nit budc dén cudi hanh lang, tranh xa cai ctra. Laurel hdi,
“Co tim duoc gi vé Metzger hay Shales ha?”

“Héi t6i lam gi?” Sachs dap tra. “T6i chac gi con trong nhom.”

“Tham t,” Laurel diém nhién hoi, “co noi gi vay?”

C0 khong ma& dau bang cai tin Sellitto vira bao cho c6, vu dinh chi cong
tac. Co ndi theo trinh ty thoi gian. “Co bé tén toi ra khai tat ca cac ban ghi
nhg, tat ca cac email. C6 thay tén t6i bang tén c6.”

“Toi khong...”

“Lam du thit dé giip minh tring ct, ding chwa, Nghi vién Laurel?”

Sachs rt ra t gidy co da sao lai tir ho so mat cta Laurel r6i quang no t6i
tredc. Do 1a mot 14 don kién nghi dwa Laurel vao danh sach @ng ct nghi
vién hoi dong lap phéap trong quan cua co6 ta. H6i dong lap phéap 1a ha vién
thudc co quan lap phap tai New York.

Mt ngwdi phu nit chiing xudng. “A.”

Lo tay.

Nhwng chi mot chdc sau ¢ ta lai diém tinh dap trd anh mat cta Sachs.

Sachs quat, “C0 x0a tén t6i khoi so tai liéu dé giat lay cong trang. Co
phai muc dich cta vu an nay la vay khong, Nance? Ma phai noi la vu an
‘cia ¢6’ mdi ding. Khong phéi ‘vu an cua chiing ta’ gi sat. B&i vi c6 muon
vu an phai c6 cac bi cdo gay sitc hit doi véi gidi truyén thong dé lam rum
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beng 1én. Mac ké chuyén X165 tra tan nguwdi phu nit vo toi. Co dau cé
muoén han. C6 muoén tém dwgc mot quan chitc chinh pha cap cao nhat kia.
Va dé chac chan dat dwgc muc tiéu, c6 bat tdi chay khap thanh pho dao ra
du thir t6t dep vé Moreno. Thit gi trong yéu vé vu an la c6 14y sach, dé tén
minh Ién day r6i nhan moi cong trang.”

Thé ma c6 phé cong té vién quan chang hé nao ning. “C6 da tra cttu don
xin vao danh sach tng ctr cua toi chwa?”

“Chua, can gi. T6i c6 cai nay, don kién nghi v&i nhiéu chit ky.” C6 cam
ban sao léen.

Laurel néi, “May chit ky day chi ho trg cho don xin thoi. C6 van phai
nop don chit.”

Sachs thdy nao nao cai cam giac thi thoang van xuat hién ay, mot sy lo
lang am i tya nhw nhan ra minh c6 thé da bé sét thir gi tai mot hién trudng
vu an. Mot thit gi dé trong diém. Co6 im bat.

“T6i khong c6 tranh ci gi hét.”

“Pon kién nghi...”

“Pon day dung la da g ro6i. Nhung t6i doi y. T6i chwa hé dién don tranh
cu.”

Sy im lang tiép dién.

Laurel no6i tiép, “Phdi, to6i tttng mudn tranh ¢ cho cudc bau ct so bo
dang Dan chu nhung ddng cam thdy t6i hoi phién dién. T6i da lam don xin
tranh c¥ doc 1ap. Nhung dan da t6i quyét dinh khong 1am nita.”

Nao nao...

Lic nay, that la, mat Laurel chuyén huwéng. Co6 ta, khong phai Sachs,
dwong nhw méi 1a ngwoi bt rit hon. Va vai ¢o6 ta, thwong ngay thang tap,
gi0 day bong thong xudng. “Mua dong nam ngodi t6i trdi qua mdt cudc
chia tay rat dau kho. Anh dy... T6i ¢t ngd ching t6i sé két hon. T6i cling
hiéu nhitng chuyén nhv thé khong phéi ltic nao cling ém xudi. Tot thoi.
Nhung né van day dit, con dau nay.” Ham c6 ta cing lai, cdp m6i mong
run ray. “That sy kiét qué.”

Sachs nhé lai nhan xét cia minh lic trwdc, khi Laurel nhan cudc goi
trong can biét thy pho.
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Co ta dé ton thuong, tham chi la khong co6 khad ndng tu vé...

“T6i c twdng minh can phai thit diéu gi day khac biét. Téi nghi minh sé
ra tranh ctt, don hét sitc liwc vao chinh tri. Bay lau t6i van lu6n mudn thé.
T6i c6 nhitng tw twdng rat manh mé vé dat nwdc nay va vai tro cta chinh
phu. Téi la 16p trudng hoéi cap ba va dai hoc. D6 1a quang thoi gian hanh
phtic do6i véi t6i va tdi mudn tai tao lai n6. Nhung t6i quyét dinh lam cong
t0 vién thi tot hon la lam chinh tri gia. Pay mdi 1a noi t6i thudc ve.”

Co ta hat dau vé phia phong tham van. “Nghi pham bén trong c6 tién st
tan cong tinh duc. Han vao day vi da sam s& ba em hoc sinh cap ba. Cong
t0 vién thit nhat khong cé thoi gian cho vu an nén dinh budc han tdi c6 y
sam s0. TOi nhe. Nguoi nay cha them quan tam. Nhung t0i lai ranh nhitng
ké nhv tén nghi can nay. Trong twong lai, han sé cwong hiép mot dia tré
muoi mot tudi, roi thdi gian sau d6 han sé giét luén nan nhan sau khi xong
viéc. T6i dam nhan vu nay va sé budc han t6i c6 hanh vi dam duc bac mét.”

“Trong toi nhom B,” Sachs noi.

“Chinh xac. Va t6i sé lam duwgc. Truy t6 nhitng vu an thé nay la ngén
nghé cua t6i, khong phdi chinh tri. T6i ngan chan nhitng ké ham hiép va
nhitng ké nhw Shreve Metzger, dang nap sau chinh phu dé muon lam cai
déch gi thi lam, ké me n6 Hién phap.”

Mot 16i chwi tuc. C6 ta dang gian dit. Sachs ngd rang day chinh la con
nguoi that hiém thay cia Nance Laurel, dang sau bé com 1é cai nat, 16p son
phan nhv phun son, va cau ‘phién c6’ ctta miéng.

“Amelia, phdi, toi bo tén co6 ra khoi cac ban ghi nhé va email. Nhung toi
lam vay don thuan vi c6 va sy nghiép ctia c6. Toi chia bao gio nghi ¢ can
cong trang gi cd. Ai ma can chi¥?” C6 ta nhin vai. “Co biét vu truy t6 nay
nguy hiém dén mirc nao khéng? So suat mot ti la chdm dit sw nghiép.
Washington c6 thé tha bong cho Metzger va Barry Shales dé bon ching
nhén nho. Nhung bon chiing c6 thé bién vu ndy thanh tran Gettysburg!2?!
cta chung, ra toa chong lai téi. Va néu bon chiing lam vay that va to6i thua &
luan diém mién to, thi t6i xong doi. Quan chitc lién bang sé gay ap lyc véi
Albany va kéu goi loai bo t6i, thé la trudng cong td vién sé lam theo.
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Nhanh nhw chép. Diéu do6 sé xdy dén véi tat ca nhitng ai can dy vao vu an,
Amelia.”

Vu an cua toi...

“T6i mudn bao vé c6 va nhitng nguwdi khac bang hét sitc minh. Lon
Sellitto cling khéng dwgc nhac dén trong bat ky ban ghi nhé nao. Ron
Pulaski cling y nhu vay.”

Sachs chi ra, “Nhung mot nguoi trong ching toi s€ phai lam chitng treéc
toa trong vai tro chuyén gia - déi vGi cac chitng c®.” Ro6i co6 hiéu ra.
“Lincoln.”

Laurel néi, “Anh ay la c6 van. Anh ay khong thé bi dudi viéc.”

“Toi da khong hiéu chuyén gi hét,” Sachs néi. Co xin 16i vi con boc phat.

“Khong, khong, nhé ra t6i phdi chia sé chién thuat nay vai cb.”

Sachs cam nhan dién thoai rung roi c6 liéc nhin man hinh. Mot tin nhan
tw Lon Sellitto.

Tin mdi biét. Vu dinh chi bdat nguén tir trung tam. Dai ty Myers. Nghi
réing c6 khéng thanh thdt vé vdn dé sitc khée. Ong ta Idy bénh st ti bdc si
tw cta co6. Toi dd cdu gio cho c6 mét tuan dé tiép tuc diéu tra vu Moreno.
Nhung can kiém tra sttc khée toan dién trudc 28 thdng 5.

Vay da r6. Laurel khong lién quan gi dén viéc day co ra ngoai 1é. Ciing
may c6 chwa budng ra nhitng suy nghi trudc day cia minh. Nhung bang
cach quai quy nao ma Myers lai 1ay dwgc bénh st ca nhan caa c6? Co chua
bao gio nop don doi bdo hiém thong qua S& canh sat. Ty c6 chi trd cho
nhitng lan kham véi bac si chinh hinh caa minh - chinh vi 1y do nay: dé
khong ai trong S& canh sat phat hién ra.

“Moi thir 6n ha?” Laurel héi, hat dau vé phia chiéc dién thoai.

“U, 6n.”

Pung lic nay mot tiéng chudng dién vang 1én tir dau kia cia hanh lang.
Cénh cita m@ toang va mdt nguwoi dan ong buwdc vao trong, tam ba muoi
tudi, crong trang, mac com lé sam. Han chdp mat ngac nhién khi thay hai
nguwoi phu nit & cudi hanh lang. Roi han budc tdi, thu vao mat doan hanh
lang con lai cung nhitng can phong trong rong.
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Sachs hay dén day nén biét nhiéu canh sat va linh gac. D1 nhién biét ca
cac tham tr & day. Nhung c6 chwa hé gap nguoi dan 6ng nay.

Co 1€ han la ludt sw cta tén bién thai. Nhung nét mat ctia Laurel néi rang
cd cling khong nhan ra han.

Sachs quay sang Laurel. “T6i cling c6 tin nay nita. Trueéc khi toi di dén
day, ching t6i c6 mot manh mdi tim ra nguoi té giac.”

“That ha?” Laurel nhuéng may.

Sachs gidi thich vé nhitng bitc dnh ctia nguwdi du khach chup hinh ké
uong tra thich Splenda nhung c6 bung yéu. Vé bé com Ié ré tién, c6 mau
sac la ky ctia gd. Méi lién quan tiém ndng gitta ga vGi quan doi.

Laurel héi mot cau nhwng bdy gid ban nang Sachs da kich hoat nén co
khong dé y.

Nguwoi dan 6ng vira dwgc nhan chuéng cho vao dang tang 10 nhitng can
phong tham van. Han c6 vé nhw, mot cach c6 y nhung than trong, dang di
vé phia hai nguwdi phu ni.

“Co biét ga do khong?” Sachs thi tham.

“Khong.” Laurel c6 vé lo au tredc moi lo ctia ¢6 tham tir.

Mot kich ban tw dién ra trong tri twdng twgng dwoc ban nang mai gitia
cta Sachs: Pay khong phai la Barry Shales - ho da xem anh cta han -
nhung cé thé 1a X165 chang? Sachs da than trong hon véi nhitng chiéc di
dong da dung nhwng ai biét dwgc thyc lwc ciaa NIOS. Tén nay c6 thé da lan
theo ¢6 dén day - hodc theo doi Laurel. Cé thé han vira giét linh canh &
ngoai tredc va ti nhan chuéng mé ctra vao.

Sachs tim phwong an. Co6 c6 con dao bdm nhwng néu day la X165, han sé
c6 vii khi. C6 nhé lai nhitng vét thwong khung khiép tir dao trén co thé
Lydia Foster. Va dé thuong han c6 sing. Co phai tim cach ap sat han mai
dung dvgc dao.

Nhung khi tién dén, han di cham lai r6i dirng chan, ra xa han tam dung
dao. C6 khong thé nao rit dao ra va tan céng truedc khi han no sung. Gwong
madt nhan thin cia han, va cdp mat than trong, nhin hét nguwdi nay dén nguoi
kia. “Co la Nance Laurel phai khong?”

“La toi. Anh la ai?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tén dan 6ng khong c6 hitng thu trd 16i cau héi cta co ta. Li€c mdt cai
that nhanh, day xét doan nham vao Sachs, han tho tay vao 4o khoéc.

Sachs chuan bi lao vao han, co bap cang ra, cac ngoén tay gap lai thanh
nam dam.

Liéu minh c6 kip 4p sat dé chop lay ban tay sap tho ra cia han, roi 16i
dao ra, bat m@ dao khong?

Co6 ngo6i x0m xudng va cam thdy dau nhoi. Vao tu thé san sang phéng vé
phia truac.

Co cling tu hoi, nhw Iic trwdc trong con hém, liéu dau goi sé khuy xudng
lan nita khién ¢6 nam song soai trén san, dau dén bat luwc, cho tén nay tat ca
thoi gian can thiét dé ban hay chém cé hai nguwdi dén chét khong.
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Tuy nhién, ngay tredc lac nhay, Sachs thay 16 dan ra mét cai phong bi,
khong phai mét khau Glock hay con dao.

Tén dan 6ng chau may dé y tw thé la 1am cta Sachs roi budc dén gan hon
trao phong bi cho Laurel.

“Anh 1a ai?” Laurel hoi van.

Van khong c6 10i dap cho cau hdi cta co ta. Thay vi thé, han noéi, “Nguwoi
ta nho toi dwa cai nay cho c6. Trudce khi xic tién, co6 nén biét.”

““Xuc tién’?”

Han khong néi thém chi tiét ma chi hat dau vé phia chiéc phong bi.

CO cong to vién 10i ra mot to gidy duy nhat. Co ta doc bai ban, tirng twr
mot, xét theo chuyén dong mat cham rai cta co ta. Rang c6 ta dwong nhw
dang can chat lai.

Co0 ta ngudc lén nhin tén dan 6ng. “Anh lam viéc cho Bo Ngoai giao?”

Sachs c6 cam twéng cau trd 16i l1a phai, tuy han khéng noéi gi. Chuyén nay
rot cudc la sao?

Laurel li€c nhin tai liéu. “Tai liéu nay cé that khong?” Laurel héi, mat
nhin k¥ cang tén tay sai ctia BO Ngoai giao.

Nguwoi nay tra 10i, “Nguwoi ta nho toi giao tai liéu dén phé céng t6 vién
quan Laurel. T6i khong biét ndi dung, cling khong hitng thi muén biét.”

“Shreve Metzger nho anh lam phai khong?” Laurel noi. “Y c6 lam gia tai
lieu nay khong? Tré 10i cau hoi di. Tai liéu co that khong?”

Khéng biét, khong hirng thu...

Nguoi dan 6ng khong noi gi thém. Han xoay luwng, nhw thé hai nguwdi phu
ni* khéng con ton tai, r6i bo di. Han dirng lai cudi hanh lang r6i dwoc ma
ctra cho ra.
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“Cai gi vay?” Sachs hoi.

“Chang phai mot s6 tin tinh bao ta nhan duwgc tr Fred Dellray bao céo la
nguoi ta thdy Moreno cé mat tai dai s& quan hay lanh sy quan My ngay
triede e bi ban sao?”

“Pung,” c6 xac nhan. “Thanh phé Mexico va Costa Rica. Sau khi anh ta
roi khoi New York vao ngay 2 thang 5.”

Sachs bét lo hon nita khi ngoanh lai va thdy gwong mat tron tria, sam
mau cta ba linh canh nhom qua khe cta, binh yén v6 sy va chang ban tam
gi vé nguwoi khach vira ghé. Ba ta trd lai véi tram lam viéc va ddm nghé si
cua minh.

Laurel thé dai néi véi Sachs, “Néu cé nguwdi nghi Moreno sé tdn cong
mot dai sit quan nao day thi ho sai r6i.” Co ta hat dau vé phia 1a thu trong
tay. “Anh ta ding la dang tim mot dai st quan, nhung la dé day nhanh viéc
tlr bod qudc tich My cia minh. Anh ta thdi qudc tich vao ngay 4 thang 5 tai
San José, Costa Rica. Viéc tir bé nay cé hiéu lyc tirc thoi nhwng con ho so
thi phai dén sang nay mdi duwgc nhap vao co sd dir liéu ctia B6 Ngoai giao.”
Co ta tha dai.

“Khi chét, Robert Moreno la cong dan Venezuela, khong phéi cong dan
My.”

Sachs noéi, “Thdo nao anh ta néi v&i nguoi tai x€ limo & New York la
minh khong quay lai My dugc. Khong phai vi c6 am muu khing b nao ma
vi anh ta 13 ngwoi khéng dwoc hoan nghénh!23l nén khéng thé nhap canh
bang ho chiéu nwéc ngoai.”

Mot chiéc dién thoai xudt hién trong tay Laurel. C0 ta cdi xuéng nhin né.
Guong mat c6 ta chwa bao gid trong xanh xao dén thé. Son phan é hé nhuw
vay dé lam gi ch? Sachs ty héi lan nita. Laurel nhan mot nat goi tat. Sachs
khong thdy dwgc phim nao nhung di nhién chuyén dé ciing khong quan
trong lam. Phim 9 hay phim 1 déu dé bam nhu nhau.

Laurel buéc qua mot bén roi néi chuyén dién thoai. Cudi clung, c6 ta cat
dién thoai di ro6i ditng yén, xoay luwng vé phia Sachs tron mot phut. Bién
thoai c0 ta reo. Mot cudc noéi chuyén nita, ngan gon hon.
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Khi két thiic cude goi do, co ta trd lai cho Sachs. “Sép toi vira néi chuyén
vOi tredng cong t6 vién tai Albany. Cho du Shreve Metzger va tay sung cta
y c6 vugt tham quyén dén dau, tiép tuc tim cach budc t6i y cting khéng cé
ich lgi gi khi nan nhan khong phai la cong dan My. To6i dugc lénh huy bo
vu an nay.” Co ta nhin xuéng nén nha. “Vay day. Xong r6i.”

“T6i rat tiéc,” Sachs lén tiéng. Co that 1ong tiéc nuoi.
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Trong cdn nha trd an mat mé, md toi tai Reynosa, Mexico, al-Barani
Rashid hoan tat danh sach cac cdu kién lam bom va day né vé phia Lao
Béo.

Do la diéu ga lién twédng khi chuyén gia thiét bi n6é tw ché nong cot cta
cac-ten vira md&i lach bach budc vao nha cach day ntra tiéng, minh may bui
bam va dau téc chwa goi. Rashid da dat cai tén khinh miét nay cho lao, ma
ding la 1o that sy kha nang né. Roi ga hoi han vi da nghi xdu vé véc dang
va théi quen chdi chu6t ca nhan cta ldo. Hoa ra ldo khong chi rat c6 y thitc
hop tdc ma con cuc ky tai nang. Thi ra ldo trng phu trach ché tao mot so
thiét bi no tinh vi hon nhiéu da dwogc trién khai trong Ban cau Tay suot
nhitng nam vtra qua.

Ldo bo vao tui ban danh sach mua sam ma minh va Rashid d3 soan ra,
doan noi bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha la minh sé tré lai trwdc chiéu t6i cung
toan b linh kién va do nghe.

Rashid hai long rang vii khi nay sé lam dwogc viéc vdi hiéu nang cao, giét
chét giam doc khu vic cia DEA la Barbara Summers va bat ky ai c6 mat
tai bu6i da ngoai ctia nha tho trong ban kinh 90 mét, cé thé rong hon, tuy
vao s6 luong ngudi dang xép hang tai quay ban kem, chinh la noi thiét bi
nay sé dugc cai vao.

Rashid hat dau vé phia can phong noi cac con tin Mexico dang bi giam
gitt. Ga héi Lao Béo, “Cong ty cua y da huy dong dwoc tién chudc chwa?”

“R0i, r6i, xac nhan roi. Ba bao cho gia dinh bon ho. T6i nay ho di dugc
r6i, ngay khi tién dugc chuyén xong.” Lao nhin ky Rashid. “Chi la lam an
th6i ma.”
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“Chi la lam an thoi,” Rashid vtra néi vira nghi: Khong dau, that sy dau
phai vay.

Lao Béo budc vao nha bép, m@ tu lanh réi lam Rashid ngac nhién khi
khong 14y ra mot chai bia ma 13 hai hop sita chua Hi Lap. Vira nhin gd A-
rap, ldo vira g& ca hai nap ra roi ditng gitta phong an hét hop nay dén hop
kia bang mdt cdi thia nhya. Poan lao 1ay khan gidy chui mép, ném hai hop
rong vao thung rac réi nham nhi mot chai nuwéc.

“Sefior, hen gap ong sau.” Ho bat tay r6i lao buwdc ra ngoai, lach bach xo
vao doi giay bi mon got cho goc.

Ctra dong lai xong, Rashid budc dén cita s6 nhin ra ngoai. Lao gia leo
vao mot chiéc Mercedes, thanh xe bén trai thong xuong. Pong co diézen
rirm rirm song day roi chiéc xe den ndy xudng 16i do xe truwdc nha, bé lai
mot dam may bui.

Rashid nén lai truéc ctra s6 trong muwdi phut. Khong cé dau hiéu bi theo
doi, khong ngwdi hang x6m nao li€éc nhin mot cach bat an khi ho di ngang
qua. Khong tdm réem nao tha xuéng che ctra s6. Cho lang vang xung quanh,
chang té vé gi hoai nghi, khéng mot tiéng sta vang vang nao cho thay co
ké dot nhap an khuat nhitng noi gan dé.

T day phong ngu, ga nghe thdy nhiéu tiéng n6i. Va réi mot tiéng dong
nhe ma ban dau ga chwa nhan ra, khong déu, lic tram, lic bong vé am
lwgng va tong. Cai tiéng ay trd nén déu va ga biét am thanh do6 la tiéng
khoc cta tré con. Con bé dy. Ngudi ta vira cho n6 biét n6 sap vé nha nhung
n6 khong cam kich chuyén d6. N6 muén vé nha ngay ltic nay, cing mon do
choi nho6i bong, cung chiéc giwvdong, chiéc chan cta no.

Rashid nghi vé dita em gai ctia minh, cung hai nguwdi ban chung truong
ctia con bé, bi giét tai Gaza. Em ga... khong 16n hon con bé nay bao nhiéu.
N6 da khong cé co hdi dé khoc.

Rashid nham nhi thém tra va nghién ctu cac so do, tai lang nghe am
thanh sau bi ctia con bé, cai am thanh nghe con xé long hon khi bi bon birc
twong chan lai, nhw thé con bé 1a mgt hon ma bi giam git nghin thu trong
ngoi mo bui bam nay.
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Cum t¢ “Budéng Khtt” goi 1én mot thi gi dé dén tr mot bo phim khoa
hoc vién twdng hodc la trung tam chi huy trong loat phim truyén hinh 24.

Nhung Tram Diéu khién Mat dat ctia NIOS la mét khong gian tam t6i
trong nhu nha kho cia mot doanh nghiép quy mo vtra trong nganh bao
hiém hodc quang cdo. N6 nam trong mot toa xe kéo 5x12 mét va dugc chia
thanh hai phong. Khu vic van phong la noi ta di vao tiv ngoai bai xe NIOS.
Xép doc hai bén twong la nhitng hop cac-tong méi co, cii co, trén viét nhiéu
dong chir bi an, mot s6 hop rong, mot s6 chita tai liéu, coc gidy hoac vat
dung lau chui. Mot trung tam lién lac, hién bi bo trong. Nhiéu may vi tinh.
Mot chiéc ban xam cii nat va mot chiéc ghé ndu nam mot goc va nhirng ho
so du loai, cii ki, rai khap ban, ci nhw nguoi thu ky da ngan ngam viéc tim
ding ngan kéo cho mé ho so nay nén vira bo cudc. Mot cai choi, mot thung
chitra day chai Vitaminwater rong, mot dén ngu bi v nam trén san. Bao chi.
Boéng den. Bang mach may tinh. Day dién. Mot tap chi Runner’s World.

Vé d6 trang tri, c6 ban do vung Caribé, Mexico, Canada va Trung MJ,
cling nhw ban do Iraq va nhiéu ap phich cia Cuc Stc khée va An toan
Nghé nghiép, canh bao vé nhitng nguy hai khi nhac d6 nang ma cong lung
va khong udng da nwéc vao nhitng ngay nong.

Anh séng noi day 16 md, nhitng chiéc dén treo trén dau it khi bat. Nhw
thé bi mat sé dwgc gidu ky hon trong anh sang le 16i.

Tuy nhién, ngudi ta thwong khong dé y dén sy xap xé cua van phong noi
day nho ntra kia cda toa xe kéo: Tram diéu khién may bay khong ngwoi lai,
thay rd qua birc twong kinh day com.

Nhitng nguwoi nhuw Barry Shales, tic la cac phi cong va nhan vién van
hanh cdm bién tai ddy, thuwong goi tram diéu khién nay la buong lai, mot
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danh tir ma duwong nhue chang ai dé tam, mac du ngwdi ta han ché dung cai
tw “may bay ty dong”. Co 1é “phuong tien trén khong khong nguoi lai”
nghe cé vé tinh vi va sach sé hon. Thuat ngit nay - theo quan diém cua
nganh quan hé cong chiing - chac chan hay hon cai tt* ma nhitng nguoi lai
may bay loai nay goi né: FFA, hay On Than Tir Trén Caol24!.

Barry Shales manh dé mdc quan dai va mot chiéc so mi xanh duwong card
tay ngan, khong ca vat, dang ngoi trén mot chiéc ghé da thudc ém ai mau
vang nau dugc nhoi ném qua nhiéu, trong né nhw ghé cia co truong Kirk
trong Star Trek hon la ghé buong lai may bay. Trwéc mat han 1a mét bang
diéu khién kim loai nam ngang kich thuéc 92x46 phan, day nhitng nim
xoay va nat bam, cong tac va man hinh thong s6, cling nhu hai can xoay
diéu khién. Lic nay han khéng cham vao can xoay nao. Ché do tw 1ai dang
dién khién mdy bay s6 hiéu UAV N-397.

Pé may tinh phu trach bay la quy trinh chuan hién hanh trong mét phi vu
Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém, néu chi can dem con chim sat vao khu vuc tong
quat chita muc tieu. Shales khong ngai lam co pho ngay lic nay. HOm nay
han khong tap trung dwgc. Han ¢ tran tr@ vé nhiém vu truedc.

Nhiém vu ma NIOS da lam to.

Han nhd lai tin tinh bao vé nhitng héa chat ché tao thiét bi no6 ty ché cna
Moreno - nitométan, nhién liéu diézen, phan bén - nhitng thit sé bién hoi s&
cta cdi cong ty dau dy tai Miami thanh mot hé 16m mu khoéi. Tin tinh béao
vé nhitng lan cong kich ac liét cia Moreno nham vao My, hong kéu goi cac
cudc tan cong bao dong nham vao céng dan. Tin tinh bdo vé hanh vi do
tham cuda tay hoat dong chinh tri nay doi véi cac dai st quan tai Mexico va
Costa Rica, dong thoi 1én ké hoach cho n6 tan tanh nhitng noi nay.

Bon ho chac chan lam...

Va sai lam ciing lam...

Sai lam ca viéc tranh thiét hai ngoai y. De la Rua va ngudi vé si.

Muc dich chinh cua chwong trinh Sting trieong Tam xa tai NIOS la giam
thiéu, 1y twdng nhat la loai han, thiét hai ngoai y, mot diéu khong thé thyc
hién khi ban tén lira.

https://thuviensach.vn



Va lan dau tién chwong trinh duwgc thi nghiém trong mot phi vu that,
chuyeén gi da xay ra?

Ngudi vo tdi chét.

Shales da gitt 1o Ittng chiéc may bay khong ngwdi 1ai mot cach hoan hao
trén viung bién vinh Clifton tai Bahamas, thay rd - qua dam 14 cua mot cai
cdy bén ngoai - hinh dnh Moreno trong tam ngam ra-da va héng ngoai, xac
nhan hai lan d6 chinh la y, chinh nong sing bu cho gié va do cao va chi
khai héa khi nhiém vu dang di*rng mot minh trede ctra so.

Shales da nghi chac chan rang sé chi c6 Moreno chét. Nhung lai xuit
hién van dé nho nhé ma chwa bao gi¢ han, hay bat ky nguwdi nao khac nghi
dén cai ctra so. Ai lai ngg duwgc tdm kinh dy lai tri mang dén thé?

Khong phai 16i ctia han... Nhwng, néu han tin nhw thé, néu han tin minh
hoan toan vo t0i, thi tai sao dém qua han lai & trong nha vé sinh non thoc
non thao?

Chi bi cum xiu théi, em a... Khong co gi dau, anh khong sao ma.

Va tai sao han cang liac cang kho6 nga?

Tai sao tdm tri han cang lic cang vudng ban, cang thang, chan chudong?

La thay, mdc du linh van hanh may bay khéng ngudi 1ai c6 thé néi 1a an
toan nhat vé mat thé chat so vai tat ca cac linh chién dau khac, nhung ho cé
ti 16 tram cadm va cang thang sau sang chan thudc loai cao nhat trong quan
doi va lyc lvgng an ninh quéc gia. Ngoi triedc man hinh diéu khién tai bang
Colorado hay thanh phé New York, giét mdt nguwdi cach d6 hon 9.500
kilomét roi don con & trung tdm bong bau duc hay thé duc dung cu, an téi
va ngoi xuong xem Buwéc nhdy hoan vii trong t6 &m & ngoai 0, qua that lam
nguoi ta mat phuong hwéng dén kho tin.

Nhat 1a khi dong doi ta phai khom lwng trong sa mac hodc bi nd tan xac
thanh nhiéu manh do bom tw ché.

Puwoc roi, si quan phi cong, tap trung di, han ty nha, nhw van thuong lam
trong khodng thoi gian gan day. May dang thuc hién phi vu day. Mot phi vu
STO.

Han xem lwét qua nam man hinh mdy tinh tredc mat. Man hinh & truéec,
nén den lap day nhitng dwong mau xanh 14, nhiéu khung va chit, 1a mét hon

https://thuviensach.vn



hop cac b phan diéu khién may bay thong dung: chan trgi nhan tao, téc do
trén khong, toc do mat dat, hwéng miii, hé thong lién lac dan huwéng, hé
théng dinh vi toan cau, tinh trang nhién liéu va dong co. O phia trén 1a mot
ban do6 dia hinh truyén théng, nhw ban do cta cong ty Rand McNally. Mot
man hinh thong tin - thoi tiét, tin nhan va cac bao céo lién lac khac - nam &
goc tren bén trai.

O bén dudi d6 14 mot man hinh ma hin cé thé chuyén tir ra-da thong
thwong sang ra-da khau do tong hgp. Vé phia bén phai, ngang tam mat, la
mot canh quay cé do trung thuc cao phat truc ti€p tr may quay gan trén
mady bay, hién la canh ban ngay, mdc du tinh nang da thi hién nhién la mét
lwra chon.

Quang canh luc nay la sa mac mau nau xam dang troi qua bén dudi.

Troi cham. May bay khong ngwoi 1ai khong phai may bay phan luc F-16.

Mot bang diéu khién kim loai riéng biét, bén dwdi cac man hinh, la b
phan diéu khién vii khi. N6 khéng c6 man hinh reom ra nao ma chi den
mot mau, thue dung va tray trua.

Trong nhiéu phi vu bang may bay khong ngwai lai duwgc trién khai trén
khap thé gidi, nhat la tai cadc vung chién sy, doi bay gom mot phi cong va
mot nhan vién van hanh cam bién. Nhung tai NIOS cac mdy bay loai nay
duwgc 1ai don doc. Day la y twédng cia Metzger, khong ai biét chinh xac ly
do dang sau. Mot s6 nguwoi nghi muc dich la dé gidi han s6 nhan sy biét vé
chwong trinh STO va tir d6 gidm thiéu rti ro ro ri thong tin bao mat.

Tuy nhién, Shales tin rang day md&i chinh la ly do: Tay cuc treéng NIOS
nay nhan thitc dugc tdc dong xdu vé mdt cdm xuc cua nhitng phi vu nay
nén muon dat cang it nguwdi cang tot vao vong cang thang tir nhitng s
mang trir khir theo chi Iénh STO. Bay lau da c6 nhan vién suy sup. Va diéu
do6 c6 thé dan dén hau qua lau dai, cho ho, gia dinh ho... va di nhién cho ca
chuong trinh ntra.

Barry Shales xem lwét qua cac chi s6. Han nhan mot nut va dé y thdy
nhiéu den khac bat sang.

Han néi vao micro, “UAV Ba Chin By goi Trung tam Texas.”

Phén hoi ngay 1ap titc: “Néi di, Ba Chin Bay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cac hé thong vii khi san sang.”

“Ro.”

Han vira ng6i nga ra sau thi trong dau nhoéi 1én mot suy nghi. Metzger
bdo la nguwdi nao do “dang diéu tra” nhiém vu Moreno. Han c6 hoi thém chi
tiét nhung sép cta han chi mim cuwdi cho qua réi néi day chi 1a mot tiéu tiét
vé chuyén mén. Moi chuyén da c6 ngudi lo liéu. Y da bdo moi nguoi than
trong. Han khong can phai lo. Shales khong théa man. Nu cuwoi cda
Metzger luén khién ngudi ta ngo vuc.

Bén than Shales khi ay da cam nhan trong ngudi y dang bung 1én con
cuébng no chdy bong ma han biét, moi nguwdi déu biét, 1a ké thu khong doi
troi chung cua tay cuc trwdng NIOS. Ai dang diéu tra vu viéc? Canh sat,
Quoc hoi, FBI?

Va r6i, ngac nhién thay, Metzger bao han rang ca han cling nén it nhiéu
than trong.

“Chang han nhu?”

“Chi can nhd, t6t nhét 1a dirng dé lai nhiu... O, cdi ti¢ ‘chitng ¢’ nghe
choi tai that. Nhung anh hiéu y t6i ma.”

Thé la Shales quyét dinh ngay lic d6 sé khong xda cai dién thoai ding
tén Don Bruns dugc cap cho han. Céc dit liéu trong dé - email va tin nhan
trao d6i vGi Metzger - déu dugc ma héa, nhung Shales quyét dinh t6t nhat
la khong dé chitng c bién mat. Han ciing in ra hang chuc tai liéu va 1én
mang ra khoi NIOS.

Bao hiém.

Va chinh viéc cam thay phdi than trong nhuw vay khién han suy nghi:
Khon kiép, chac dén liac bé cai nghé dién ré nay. Shales ba muoi chin tudi,
han t6t nghiép Hoc vién Khong quan va cé bang nghién cttu sinh nganh ky
st va khoa hoc chinh tri. Han mudn di dau chang dugrc.

That khong?

V&i mot so yéu ly lich nhw thé?

Va lai, hé nghi dén canh khong con dwgc gop sirc bao vé t6 quoc la han
lai bt rivt khong yén.
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Nhung t6i gitp dwoc gi td quoc minh khi vo tinh giét chét mot nha bao
noi tiéng va mot vé si siéng nang trong ldac thyc hién sit ménh dam sat mot
ké to mom kho wa nhung vo t6i? Con...

“Trung tam Texas goi Ba Chin Bay.”

Nhw thé mot cong tac trong nguwdi han dwgc bat. Barry Shales da san
sang. “Ba Chin Bay nghe.”

“Anh cach muc tiéu muoi phut nita.”

Trung tam chi huy chién dich gan Fort Hood biét chinh xac vi tri may
bay cta han.

“R0O.”

“Tam nhin?”

Han liéc nhin man hinh nam bén phdi. “Cé chiit swong mu nhung cling
ro.”

“Nén nhd, Ba Chin Bay, tai mat dwdi mat dat bao cao la nhiém vu dang &
mot minh trong cong trinh muc tiéu. Nguwoi vao trong cach day mot tiéng
da di khéi.”

Nhiém vu...

“R0, Trung tam Texas. T6i sé cam lai,” Shales vira n6i vira ngat ché do
ty dong 1ai. “Pang tién dén khéng phan San bay Qudc té Lucio Blanco.”

San bay ctia thanh pho Reynosa.

“Kiém soat khong lwu nwédc ban da dugc thong bao vé 16 trinh bay cta
anh.”

“R0. Pang ha xudng do cao 610 mét. Pa bat bo chéch am dong co.”

B0 phan nay sé gidm mic dé-xi-ben cua dong co mdy bay xudng khoang
mot phan mwoi am thanh thong thwong. Nhung thiét bi nay chi dung duoc
trong khodng thdi gian ngan, bdi vi né c6 khuynh hwéng lam dong co néng
nhanh, gdy mat nguon dién, mot diéu rat nguy hiém trong diéu kién thoi tiét
khac nghiét. Tuy nhién, Itc nay bau troi quang dang va hau nhw khong c6
con gio nao gay trd ngai cho may bay.

Nam phat sau, han hwéng chiéc 397 dén toa d6 cach can nha trd an
khoang 460 mét theo tung do va 800 mét theo hoanh do, noi al-Barani
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Rashid hién dang lén ké hoach hay tham chi dang ché tao qua bom cua
minh.

“Pang ¢ ché do bay lo ltng.”

Vuot ve can diéu khién.

Shales son mot 16p laze 1én can nha tri an, muc tiéu. “Xin xac nhan toa
do.”

Kinh do va vi do cta muc tiéu ma han vira bao cado sé dwgc khép vdi
kinh do va vi do cta cac so liéu toa do thu thap dugc vé muc tiéu, dugc luu
trong may tinh trung tdm ctia NIOS - chi dé ddm bdo chac chan.

“Trung tam Texas goi Ba Chin Bay, toa do dia ly da khdp. Pa xac nhan
chinh la muc tiéu. PIN cua anh la gi?”

Shales doc lai mwoi chit s6 dinh danh ca nhan cta minh dé xac thuc han
la ngudi da tham quyén ban qua tén Itva nay vao muc tiéu nay.

“Nhan than dwgc xac dinh, Ba Chin Bay. Cho phép phong dau dan.”

“R0. Ba Chin Bay.”

Han tregt mé nap day cua nut trang bi vii khi danh cho tén Itta Hellfire
roi nhan nut.

Shales nhin cham cham vao hinh &nh cdn nha trd an. Tuy nhién, han
chwa nhan nit phong ngay.

Mat han thu vao khu vurc cac civa sb, cac ctra ra vao, 6ng khoi, nhitng vét
bui trén via hé, mot cdy xwong rong. Tim kiém mot dau hiéu. Tim kiém
mot dau hiéu gi d6 mach bao han khong nén phong kién hang chét nguoi
nay.

“Ba Chin Bay, anh nghe rd khong? Cho phép phong dau dan.”

“Pa xac nhan, Trung tam Texas. Ba Chin Bay.”

Han hit sau vao.

Suy nghi: Moreno...

R6i mé& nap thit hai Ién, dé 16 nut phéng tén Itra, roi nhan xudng.

Khéng c6 am thanh, man hinh chi rung lac nhe khi qua tén liwa 50
kil6gam roi xuéng tir chiéc may bay khong ngudi 14i. Mot den xanh luc xac
nhan da phong. Mot den xanh khac xac nhan da danh lra.

“Pau dan da phéng, trung tam Texas. Ba Chin Bay.”
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“R0.” Pap bang mat tong giong binh than nhat.

Gio thi Shales khong con lam dwgc gi nita, ngoai trir nhin can nha tra an
bién mat trong chdp Itra va 16p khoi. Han quay sang man hinh.

ROi hédn thdy ctta sau ctia can nha md ra va hai ngudi tién vao cai san
trong nam gitta can nha va nha xe. Rashid la mot trong hai ngwoi d6. Mot
cau nhoc duong tudi mai 16n 1a nguwdi con lai. Ho néi trong thoang chéc réi
bat dau da4 mot trai bong quanh san.
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Barry Shales cam nhan con sttng s6t nay twa mot cu dam.

Han nén ngoén cai dén nitt mong vao cai nut dé chi dan nhan von ven
DUNG ¢ giita bang diéu khién vii khi.

Nut nay giri mot tin hiéu lam vo hiéu dau dan trong qua tén Itta Hellfire.
Nhung tén Itta nay van con la mot khoi kim loai chita thudc phong chét
nguoi, tao vét khéi ¢ van téc 1.450 kilomét/gic vé phia toa nha véi do
chinh xac twong doi. N6 c6 thé dé dang giét chét moi ngwoi bén trong cho
du dau dan khong phat no.

Shales nhan nut lai tw dong cho may bay roi chiém quyén diéu khién tén
Itra, kiém soat qua Hellfire bang mot con lan nhé trén bang diéu khién vii
khi.

Mot may quay nam trong miii tén Itra, khong cach xa dau dan cé luc
cong pha manh do, nhung & van toc nay va véi dé phan giai thap cua 6ng
kinh, khé c6 thé 1ai tén Itta mot cach chinh xac. Shales phai dua vao ra-da
trong may bay va mét doan tin vo tuyén truyén ti tram kiém soat khong luu
Mexico dé lai cai xi lanh chét nguwdi dé tranh xa can nha trad an.

Han liéc nhin man hinh bén phdi - mdy quay cta may bay, van chia vé
phia hai cau tha béng da. Han dé y thay Rashid chitng lai, ngwdc 1én troi
nhin. Nhiu mat. Ga co6 1é da nghe tiéng gi dé hay thdy mot tia sang.

Cau thiéu nién, sap sira da trai bong bui bam, cling khwng lai, than trong
nhin ga A-rap.

Dang sau ho, Barry Shales thdy mot con bé xuat hién va ditng & ngudng
clra can nha trd an. N6 dang mim cuoi.

“Trung tam Texas goi Ba Chin Bdy, ching t6i nhan thdy quy dao dau dan
bi chéch huéng. Xin gidi thich.”
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Shales 1o di doan tin v6 tuyén va tap trung lai qua Hellfire, nhanh gap
do6i bat ky chiéc may bay phan lyc nao, tranh xa nhitng khu virc dong dan
trong vung muc tiéu. Piéu nay khong dé. Khu vurc nay cia Reynosa khong
dong dic nhw phia dong nhwng van con nhiéu nha, cong ty va xe c6. Ra-da
hién rat rd6 so do vi tri cdc may bay hanh khach gan do. Shales cé thé lai
tranh xa cac may bay nay, nhung hé thong khong tiét 16 trén mat dat co gi -
va dé méi 1a noi han can phai cho né tén Ita. Va phai lam nhanh hét siic,
chang bao lau nita thuéc phong sé chay hét va han sé mat kiém soat.

“Ba Chin Bay? Nghe r0 tra 10i!”

R6i trén man hinh nhé trinh chiéu canh quay tir may quay & miii tén Iira,
hinh dnh m¢& dan khi n6 huéng vao may mu. Han dang lai mu.

“Chda oi...”

Nhitng 10i ma Barry Shales, ngudi di nha tho mo6i Cha nhat cling vg va
1ii con trai nhé tudi, khong bao gid sit dung bira bai.

“Ba Chin Bay, day la trung tam Texas. Xin chi dan.”

Han gian di¥ nghi: Toi khuyén cac 6ng di chét me di.

Swong mu tan trong thoang choc va han thay tén lira dang hwéng truc
tiép vao mot khu dan cu.

Khong, khong...

Han van con lan lam thay d6i quy dao xa hon vé phia tay.

Swong mu lai dén gan.

Han liéc nhin ra-da. Pia hinh duwgc thé hién trong ban do6 nhung day
khong phai anh vé tinh, chi 1a m6t ban do truyén thong, va n6 khong tiét 16
manh m6i nao cho biét cé gi trén mat dat phia truéc qua Hellfire.

Chi vai gidy ntta la thudc phong chay hét va cai 6ng chét ngudi nay sé
cham dat. Nhuvng cham & dau? Trong phong ngt mot dira tré, trong bénh
vién, trong toa nha van phong chat nich nguoi?

ROi Shales ndy ra mot y. Tha con lan diéu khién tén Ia trong choc lat,
han g6 nhanh vao ban phim mady tinh trweéc mat.

Firefox hién 1én trén man hinh thong tin nam & goc trén tay trai. Viéc
lam nay sai quy trinh hoan toan. Khong dwgc 1én mang bang trinh duyét
thwong mai trong mot tram diéu khién mat dat, vao lic mot may bay khong
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nguoi lai dang hoat dong. Nhung Shales khong nghi ra duwgc phuong an
nao khac. Trong tich tac, han m& Google Maps roi nhap vao ché dé anh vé
tinh. M6t anh chyp mat dat quanh Reynosa hién 1én, nha ctta, cay cdi,
dwong sa, ctra hiéu.

Nhin qua lai giita bang ra-da va ban do, khép déu duwong sa va cac dia
diém lam chuan khac, han wéc tinh dwgc vi tri cia qua Hellfire.

Chaa oi! Tén lita dang ¢ ngay trén mot phan khu dan cu khac nam & phia
tdy bac Reynosa. Nhung theo Google, vé phia tdy la mot khu virc sa mac
16n hoan toan trong trai mau vang be.

“UAV Ba...”

Shales giat bd tai nghe ra r6i quang né di.

Ban tay phai tr@ lai con lan.

T twr, tir tir nao - chac, dé lai qua tay nhu choi.

Nhin tir ra-da sang Google, han thdy duong di ctia qua Hellfire dang doi
hwéng ra khéi cac can nha. Chang bao lau huéng bay chuyén thang sang
phia tay, vé phia ma ban do6 vé tinh hita hen la khong gian hoang vang. May
quay & miii tén Itta van chi hién hinh anh swong mu.

R6i d6 cao va toc do bat dau gidm nhanh. Thudc phong da hét. Shales
khong con lam gi dugc nita, han da mat kiém soat qua tén ltra. Han ngoi
nga ra sau, chui hai ban tay 1én quan. Nhin cham chdm vao man hinh dang
hién canh quay ti*t may quay ¢ miii qua Hellfire. Han chi thady m¢ thay mit.

Chi s6 do cao hién thi: 460 mét.

200...

180...

Han sé thay gi khi qua Hellfire dam xudng dat? Sa mac hoang vu chang?
Mot xe buyt dwa hoc sinh di kién tdp chang? Nhitng ngudi nong dan kinh
hai nhin cham cham vao vat thé dang roi vé phia ho chang?

R6i swong mu tan di va Shales thay ro6 dich dén cua tén Itra ngay phia
trugc.

Vu nd cach xa 2.900 kilomét nay chat chiia va ngoan muc bao nhiéu thi
trong Buong Khir NIOS, né dugc thé hién dwdi dang mot sy bién doi hinh
anh don gidn va tinh lang bay nhiéu: Tt m6t dong bang can c6i day bui
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bam va bui cdy dén mot man hinh 1ap day mau trang va mau den nhap
nhay, nhv man hinh TV Iuc con bao pha hong duwong day cap.

Shales xoay ngwoi trd lai bang diéu khién may bay, ngat ché do lai tu
dong. Han nhin man hinh may quay, van tap trung vao san trong cua can
nha tri an. L tré van & do, cau nhoc, c6 1€ la dita anh, nhe nhang da trai
boéng cho con bé, r6i con bé nay dudi theo trai bong nhw con ch6 suc ndo
nitc. Mot nguoi phu nit ding bén cita quan sat hai dita, miéng khong mim
CUOi.

Chua oi, han lai thot 1én, khong buon thac mac hay quan tam ho la ai hay
lam thé nao ho lai & mét can nha trd an ma tin tinh bao “khong thé sai” da
bdo dam rang chi c6 mot tén khing bé trd ngu.

Han dwa mdy quay ra xa.

Ctra nha xe dang md. Rashid da bién mat. D1 nhién, ga phai thé. Cap mat
than trong trudc do cta ga da mach bdo Shales tén khung b6 da ngd vuc
nhitng gi dang dién ra.

Han chop bo tai nghe r6i dat 1én dau, cam lai vao 16 cam.

“... nghe r0 tra 10i, Ba Chin Bay?”

“Ba Chin Bdy goi trung tam Texas,” han quat. “Huay bo phi vu theo y cia
van hanh viéen. Pang quay lai can ct.”
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“Co mudn udng it rugu Scotch khong?” Rhyme héi ti gitta phong khach
nha anh, gan mot kinh hién vi doi chiéu. “T6i nghi c6 can uéng day.”

Nance Laurel nguwdc 1én nhin tiv ban lam viéc cua minh trong goc phong,
noi c6 ta dang thu don ho so, va xoay ngudi vé phia Rhyme vdi cap may
chau, lam nhan mét nép vao 16p son phan. Anh ngo co ta sap 1én 16p vé sy
thiéu chuyén nghiép khi uéng rugu lic lam viéc.

Laurel héi, “Nha may nao cat?”

Rhyme dap, “Glenmorangie. Muwoi hai hodc muwoi tam nam.”

“Cé loai nao ning mui than bun hon khong!221?” ¢6 ta 16n tiéng thic
mac, lam anh ngac nhién hon nita. Sachs ciing ngac nhién, ca thich thu nita,
thé hién qua nu cuwdi nhe trén guwong mat ngwoi cong su cia anh.

“Ngon ma. Thr di, co sé thich cho xem.”

“Puogc. Loai muoi tam. Tw nhién. Pha thém nuwéc.”

Rhyme gitt chat cai chai r6i l6ng ngéng rét ra. Co ta tw minh pha nuéc.
Céanh tay co hoc cta anh thiéu sy tinh té€. Anh héi, “Sachs?”

“Khong, cam on anh. Em udng thi khac.” C6 dang sap x€p cac tdi va
hdp chitng ci&, nhitng thit ma - ngay ca trong nhitng vu an dang roi vao bé
tac - phai dwgc phan loai va lwu trit ti mi.

“Thom va Mel?”

Anh k¥ thuat vién tra 16i minh uong ca phé dwgc réi. Thom ciing ti chéi.
Gan day cau ta thich rwgu bourbon Manhattan, nhung da giai thich véi
Rhyme la thitc uéng ay cé cong thitc han hoi va chi nén thwéng thic vao
cu6i tuan, khi khong may céng viéc xen vao.

Thom 16i ra mot chai French Chardonnay tir chiéc td lanh thwong dung
dé trit mau mau va mo6. Cau nhac céi chai vé phia Sachs. C6 néi, “Cau doc
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dwgc suy nghi cua t6i day.”

Cau khui nap roi rét ra.

Rhyme nhdp mot it regu whisky thom nong. “Ngon chit ha?”

“Ngon,” Laurel dong y.

Rhyme doc lai 14 thw tt* boé qudc tich My cia Moreno. Anh ciling gian di
nhw Laurel khi biét chi tiét nhé nhat nay da lam gian doan vu an.

“Anh ta ghét dat nwdc nay,” Pulaski hoi, “nhiéu dén noi phai tir bé quéc
tich u?”

“Co vé la vay,” Laurel noi.

“Thoi ma, cac anh cac chi,” Rhyme qud, r6i nhap thém it whisky nita.
“Bon ho thang vong mot roi. Hodc 1a hiép mot. Tuy xem moi ngwoi thich
kiéu n6i béng bay sdo rong va an du gugng gao nao. Nhung ching ta van
con mot hung tha day. X165, ké da danh bom ty ché trong quan ca phé va
muu sat Lydia Foster. Pay la nhitng vu trong an. Lon Sellitto sé phan cong
ching ta diéu tra nhitng vu nay.”

“Nhung khong phai la vu an cua toi,” Nance Laurel ndi. “Toi dugc léenh
phdi tré lai cac vu an thvong ky.”

“V& van,” Ron Pulaski nat, si bitc xtc ctia cau khién Rhyme ngac nhién.
“Moreno lic bi ban cling 1a cing m6t nguwdi théi ma - mdt nan nhan vo toi.
Anh ta khong phai la cong dan thi da sao?”

“Pung la vé van that, Ron,” Laurel néi, giong c6 ra chiéu cam chiu hon
la gian dit. “Hoan toan chinh xac.”

Co ta udng can ly whisky ro6i buwéc dén chd Rhyme. C6 bat tay anh.
“Pugc lam viéc vGi anh bdy 1au 1a mot dac quyén.”

“Chac chan chiing ta sé lai lam viéc cung nhau.”

MGt nu cwdi yéu 6t. Nhung céi gi dé trong noi buon sau sac trén nét mat
c6 ta mach bao anh rang co ta tin doi cong td vién ctia minh da két thic.

Sachs noi véi co ta, “Nay, c6 c6 mudn dip nao di an téi khéng? Ching ta
tha ho no6i xau chinh pha.” Co néi thém bang giong thi tham ma Rhyme
nghe dvgc, “Va ca canh dan ong nita?”

“U. Téi thich cai day.”
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Ho trao doi so dién thoai, Sachs phai xem lai s6 dién thoai m&i cia minh
la gi. Nhitng ngay vira qua c6 da mua ntra ta dién thoai tra trede.

ROi c6 pho cong t6 vién quan can than gom lai h6 so, dung kep gidy va
gidy ghi chd danh dau nhitng muc c6 lién quan. “T6i sé nho nguoi gui cho
c6 bén sao cac ho so nay cho vu an hung tha gidu mat.”

Nguoi phu nit thap bé nang chiéc cdp ho so bang mot tay, tay kia xach
cap ho so t6 tung, nhin khap can phong lan cudi - va khong néi 16i nao khac
- budc ra ngoai, got giay citng cap nén trén nén go, sau dén nén cam thach
cta hanh lang. Va r6i co ta bién mat.
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Jacob Swann quyét dinh, it nhiéu c6 phan tiéc nudi, la han khong thé
cwong hiép Nance Laurel truedc khi giét a.

Chdc, han c6 thé ch. Va mot phan trong han mu6n lam vay. Nhung lam
vay chang khon ngoan - y cta han la thé. Mot vu tdn c6ng tinh duc dé lai
qua nhiéu chitng ctt. Gidm thiéu manh moi trong bat ky an mang nao da
kho lam r6i - phai bao dam khong dé lai mo hoi, nwdc mat, nwdc dai, sgi
toc va ca tram nghin té bao da ma ta troc ra hang ngay cho mot tay ky thuat
vién hién tredng can cu nao do thu thap.

Chura ké van tay bén trong d6i gang cao su hodc trén da.

Han can m6t phwong an khac.

Swann hién dang & trong mot nha hang trén duong Henry doi dién can
hGé ctia & cong to vién tai Brooklyn, nam trong mot chung cuw bon tang
khong thang may. Han dang nham nhap mot tach ca phé Cuba vira ngot vira
dang.

Lwét qua noi & cta Laurel, han dé y thady khong c6 ngwoi gac chung cu.
Tét.

Swann da quyét dinh lic nay han can mot toi ac khac dé che day cho vu
giét nguwoi nay: Ngoai viéc truy t6 nhitng ngudi My yéu nwdc can tdi tiéu
diét cac tén phan boi hen ha, Laurel da tong nhiéu ké cudng hiép vao tu.
Han da tra cttu thanh tich két tdi bi can cta a - hét sitc 4n twgng - va biét
dugc trong s6 nhitng ké & bé tu c6 hang chuc tén cudng hiép va sam s&
hang loat. M6t trong nhitng nghi can nay dé thwong quyét dinh tra thu sau
khi dwgc phong thich. Bang khong thi nguwoi than ctia mot tt nhan c6 thé
lam viéc nay.

Qua khw cua 4 sé tré lai bao a.
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Phdi, han da nhan dwgc tin tir tong bo la cudc diéu tra vé cai chét cua
Moreno da cham dit. Nhung diéu dé khong dam bao rang vu an khong co
kha nang bi 1at lai. Laurel thudc loai ngwdi cé thé roi khoi bién ché chinh
pht roi bat dau viét thw, viét bai cho bao gidy hodc bao mang ké vé chuyén
da xdy ra, vé NIOS, vé chuong trinh am sat STO.

A bién maét thi t6t hon. Ma du sao thi Swann ciing da cho né bom tai khu
Tiéu Y, dam mot phién dich vién va mot tai xé limo dén chét. It ra Laurel
c6 thé dwgc mai ho trg diéu tra nhitng t6i ac d6. Han can a chét va tat ca ho
sg cua a bj tieu huy.

Han muong twgng. Khong phéi canh cwdng hiép ma la canh gid vo tdn
cong, diéu ma han dang xem xét nhw mot cong thitc nau an. Lén ké hoach,
chuan bi, thie hién. Han sé dot nhap vao can hd cua &, danh vao dau a cho
a bat tinh (khéng danh vao hong, di nhién khong thé dé lai maoi lién hé nao
v6i nang Lydia Foster), xé toac 4o quan 4, phdi chac chan bd nguc va hang
a xay ra tinh trang tu mau nghiém trong thay ro (khong can dwgc, mac du
han rdt muén, ADN phién phirc 1am). R6i han sé danh & dén chét va xam
hai & bang mét vat la.

Han chang cé thoi gian di ra tiém sach nguwdi 16n c6 buong xem phim
hay mot rap phim khiéu dam hong trich 1ay chit ADN cua ai d6 dé quét 1én
nguoi &. Nhung han da danh cap mét it do 16t 6 ban va rach buom, kich c&
ctia bon gai méi 16n, tir thung rac dang sau mo6t khu tap thé cach day khong
xa. Nhitng sgi vai ti* mén do nay han sé nhét dwdi méng tay 4 va hi vong
dia con gai mdi 16n dy trong vai ngay vira qua da tht dam vao mét thoi
diém nao dé. Co6 kha nang day.

Vay sé du ching ca.

Han nhung luGi vao ca phé. Tan huwdng cam gidc dé mé lan khap miéng.
Nguoi ta thwong ngd nhan la nhitng phan khac nhau cta lwdi cam nhan
dwgc nhitng vi khdc nhau: man, chua, ngot, dang. Han nhép tiép. Thi
thodng Swann dung ca phé niu an - han trng lam mot mén so6t cay kiéu
Mexico cho thit lgn véi 80% cacao va espresso. Han titng mudn giti mon
nay du thi r6i lai nhan dinh 16 dién qua cong khai chang phai hay ho gi.

Han dang soat lai ké hoach cho Nance Laurel lan nita thi trong thay a.
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Bén kia duong, phé cong t6 vién quan vira xudt hién ti* quanh géc phé. A
mdc com 1é xanh nwdc bién va 4o so mi kiéu mau trang. Trong doi tay nho
nhan tron 1an 1a mot cap ho so 16i mo6t, nau va nhau nat, cing mét cap ho so
t0 tung 16n. Han ty hoi liéu c6 phai mot trong hai thit d6 la qua tir cha hay
me &, han m@i biét hai ngudi cling 1a luat sw. Ho dang ¢ khu nha thué gia ré
danh cho nguoi trong nganh. Me 4, luat su bién hg cta chinh phu. Cha 4,
luat suw vé phic 1gi cho ngudi ngheéo.

Lam viéc tot, giup xa hoi, Swann ngam nghi. Ciing nhu dita con gai bé
bong to be ctia bon ho.

Laurel dang di ma mat nhin xuéng dudi, bwdc chan i ach dwédi sitc nang
ctia cap ho so t6 tung. Mdac du gwong mat a la mot chiéc mat na bi an,
nhung lic nay & dé 16 mét dau hiéu nho cua sy u uat, cai cach ma rau mui
tdy Y trong xiip chi khoi goi cht khong t6 rd. Khong nhu rau mui ta dam
da.

Nguon con cta tam trang U dot nay chac chan la vi vu &n Moreno dang
chim xu6ng. Swann suyt nita thay tiéc cho a. Viéc khéi t6 thanh cong vu an
nay nhé ra sé la vién ngoc can vao vwong mién cta a. Nhung gio thi & da
trd lai vGi cudc doi chi biét tong José, Shariq, Billy va Roy vao vong lao ly
vi ma tdy, cwdng hiép va sung ong.

Khéng phdi t6i. Khéng doi nao. Sao téi biét dugc, t6i cha biét cdi nay &
ddu ra, that ma...

Co diéu, di nhién, 4 sé khéng con gidi quyét may vu an nhu thé.

Sé chang lam dwgc gi sau dém nay. S€ lanh 1€o va im lim nhw mét 1at thit
than.

Nance Laurel tim thdy chia khéa r6i mé ctra treéc, budc vao trong.

Swann sé chd mudi, mwoi lam phiat nita. Pa thoi gian dé & mat canh
giac.

Han nhac céi tdch nho, day com 1én mdii, hit vao roi dwa lwdi xudng thi
chat 16ng &m nay thém lan nita.
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“Ta biét gi vé nguwoi cudi cung trong s6 mudi ngwoi da do bé nhd cta
chung ta?” Lincoln Rhyme lo dang hoi.

Trd ngai vé quoc tich cia Moreno da danh bai Nance Laurel nhung no
chi khoi 1én khao khat san lung ctia anh. “Anh khong can biét Albany mudn
gi, Sachs, anh muén tém tén an mat nay. X165 qua nguy hiém, khéng thé
dé han nhdn nho dugc. Ta biét dugce gi nao?” Anh nhin qua cho bang trang
ghi chitng ct. “Puogc roi, ta biét X165 cé mat tai Bahamas quanh thoi diém
no stng. Ta biét han giét co sinh vién kiém gai mai dam Annette Bodel. Ta
biét han dat bom dé tiéu huy manh moi dan ta dén nguwoi to giac. Ta biét
han giét Lydia Foster. Ta biét han theo d6i Sachs cta ta khap thanh phd. Ta
suy ra dugc gi?... Sachs!”

“Ha?”

“Nguoi tai xé kia, ngwdi ma Moreno thuong st dung ay? Em co6 lién lac
duwoc voi anh ta khong?”

“Khong. Anh ta chwa hé goi lai.”

Dbiéu nay thuwong xay ra khi canh sat goi va yéu cau goi lai.

Thuong la do déi phwong mién cudng, khong muoén can du.

Daoi khi co cac ly do khac.

Co thir goi ngudi tai xé nay mot lan nita réi lac dau. Co goi mot cudc nita
- Rhyme suy luan la c6 goi cho Elite Limos. C6 hoi ho c6 nghe tin tic gi tw
nhan vién ctia minh khong. Co6 doi dap ngan gon roi dap may.

“Anh ta chwa hé goi lai cong ty sau khi di tham ngwdi than 6m.”

“Pirng tin chuyén do. Biét dau do6 la nan nhan thit ba cua tén hung tha.
Tim ra noi anh ta séng, Pulaski. Phai m6t nhom tir don canh sat gan nhat
dén nha anh ta tim hiéu xem c6 gi ¢ day.”
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Cau canh sat 16i dién thoai ra goi t6 Diéu van.

Rhyme lan xe t6i lui tredc cac so d6. Anh khéng tin tredc gio minh tirng
gap mot vu an nhu thé nay, khi ma chitng ¢ rdi rac va it 6i dén thé.

Toan ménh nay, mau kia, nhan xét nay no, nhitng dinh hwéng thay doéi
180 do.

Chang con gi khac...

Chét tiét.

Rhyme lai xe 1an vé phia cdi ké c6 nhitng chai whisky. Anh nhéac 1én chai
Glenmorangie roi 16ng ngéng r6t mot ly nita, doan dat cai nap trén coc
riou roi nham nhi.

“Anh lam gi vay?” Thom hoi vong t* ngudng cira.

“T6i lam gi vay, toi lam gi vay? Hoi la lung. Thwdong thi nghi van tr ‘gi’
dé ra mot cau trong dé nguwoi nghi van khong suy ra dwgce gi vé mot tinh
hu6ng.” Anh nhdp md6t ngum 16n. “Toi thady cau vira mdi phi mot cau néi
chin chu day, Thom. T6i dang lam gi thi rd qua con gi.”

“Anh udng nhiéu qua réi day.”

“Dung cau khang dinh nhu thé con c6 nghia hon nhiéu. Cau nay hgp 1é.
T6i khong dong y vGi ndi dung cau day nhung né hgp ly vé mat 16-gic.”

“Lincoln!” Thom sdi buwdc vé phia trudc.

Rhyme quac mat. “Ping hong...”

“Khoan da,” Sachs noéi.

Rhyme ctt ng& c6 dang ditng vé phia Thom trong vu tranh luan vé rugu
nhwng khi anh lan xe quay lai, anh thdy mat c6 khong nhin anh hay cau ho
Iy ma dan vao cho bang trang. C6 budc t6i va Rhyme dé y thay c6 khong
nhan mat hay di khap khiéng. C6 hoat bat va thang bang. Mat ¢6 nhiu lai.
Pay la cai nhin cta thi san mo6i. N6 khién nguwdi phu nit cao 16n nay dang
sQ va, doi véi Rhyme, quyén rii.

Anh dat ly whisky xuéng. Mat anh nguwdc nhin ché bang r6i quét nhw ra-
da. C6 mot so dir kién anh da bo sét chang? Co6 vira suy ra dwgc diéu gi ma
anh chwa thay chang? “Em thay dwoc gi vé X165 ha?”

“Khong, Rhyme,” ¢6 thi tham. “Em thay thit khac. Mgt thit hoan toan
khac.”
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Nancyann Olivia Laurel dang ng6i trén di vang trong can ho ctia minh tai
Brooklyn Heights. Phui 1én phan ném xanh duwong, bi gia dinh c6 va ban be
ctia ho ng6i dén mon vet tir cach day rat lau, la mot 4o boc JC Penney mau
nau.

Do gia truyén. Rat nhiéu mon nhu thé & day. Laurel chgt nhé lai mot ky
trc: Cha c6 1én Iit mo mam trong cac ké hé cia chiéc di vang dé tim nhitng
dong xu 1€ roi ra tr tti khach. Khi dy c6 khodng tam tu6i va 6ng lay chuyén
nay lam tro dua, lap liém day chi la tro choi, khi c6 bat ngd buwéc vao
phong.

Co6 diéu day khong phai 1a tro choi, co biét chac nhw thé. Ngay ca con cai
cling biét xau ho vé cha me.

Van nham nhdp mui rugu Scotch &m khéi, ¢6 nhin quanh can ho nay.
Nha c6. Cua riéng co. Trong tam trang suy tw. Bat luan, hodc c6 1é 1a do,
nhitng mén do tai ché xac xo, noi diy dem tGi cam gidc thodi mai, ngay ca
vao mot ngay té hai nhw hom nay. Co da no luc rat nhiéu dé tao nén cam
giac nay. Nhitng bitc twong & day, khoac len hang chuc 16p son, c6 tur thoi
Teddy Roosevelt, mang mdt sac kem. Vé do trang tri: mot gié hoa lua mua
t* hoi chg hang my nghé Chelsea, mot vong hoa mua thu tr chg troi Union
Square, ca tranh nghé thuat nita. C6 cé nhiéu tranh son dau va tranh phac
chi, ban goc c6, ban in co, tat ca cac canh vé cong hwéng véi rieng con
nguoi cod, nao ngwra, nao nong trai, nao nwdc chay réc rach qua da, nao canh
tinh vat. Chang hiéu sao ching lai cudn hit. Song ¢6 nhén ra sitc cuén hut
do tirc thi va mua ngay chiing mién la c6 c6 tién trong tdi. Nhitng hinh chi
nhat nhiéu sac mau tr len alpaca treo trén twong. Laurel bat dau thich dan
len tr vai nam treéc nhung ¢6 khong tim dau ra thoi gian hay hitng thu can
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thiét dé dan xong mé khan choang c6 cho may dita chau gai cia ban be
minh.

Gio sao day? Co nghi.

Gio sao...

Coi dm tra dang réo. Pang réo nay gio. Lanh lanh. C6 suc tinh. C6 di vao
gian bép nho va bé mat tudi tra tm xuan vao coc - ¢d chot nhan ra chiéc céc
c6 mau xanh nuwdc bién bén ngoai, trang bén trong, khép vdi bo canh cua
minh. Co6 nén thay quan ao.

Chdc nita.

Laurel nhin cham cham am tra tron mét phit. Tat Itta nhuwng khong rot
cho nuwdce soi ra. Co trd lai di vang.

Gio sao day?

Pay la két cuc té nhat trong tat ca cac két cuc c6 thé xay ra. Gia st c6
budc téi dugc Metzger va Barry Shales thi diéu dé sé tao nén thé gidi cta
c6. N6 sé tao nén cudc doi c6. Khong gi c6 thé mo ta ndi tam quan trong
ctia vu an nay doi véi c6. C6 nhé lic con hoc tredng luat, minh bi mé hoac
nhw thé nao trudc nhitng cau chuyén vé cac bac vi nhan ctia hé thong tw
phap MYV - nhitng vi luat su dy, nhitng cong t6 vién dy, nhitng tham phan ay.
Clarence Darrow, William O. Douglas, Felix Frankfurter, Benjamin
Cardozo, Earl Warren... va nhiéu, nhiéu nguwoi khac nita. Louis D. Brandeis
la ngwdi co6 nghi dén thuong xuyén.

Hién phap lién bang c6 thé noi la cudc thi nghiém vi dai nhat ctia con
nguoi...

Khong gi tuyét my bang c¢6 may cong ly va co khao khat tré thanh mét
phan ctia n6, dé tao nén dau an riéng ctia minh doi vdi luat phap My.

Cai ngay hanh dién nhat ctia c6 l1a ngay t6t nghiép truong luat. Co con
nhé khi &y minh da lwét mat vé phia khan gid. Cha c6 luon tro troi. Do la
bdi vi me c6 dang tranh tung mot vu an tredc Toa phic tham tai Albany -
toa phuic tham cdp tiéu bang cao nhat - hong ddo ngwgc ban an giét ngudoi
cua mot ké vo gia cu.

Laurel khong thé ta xiét niém vinh hanh ctia minh khi ngwoi phu nit ay
khong c6 mdt vao ngay hom do.
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Vu an Moreno lé ra la phwong thitc ¢6 dung dé xac chitng nhitng hi sinh
nhw thé. Khong phu nhan né ciing 1a cach tao danh tiéng cho c6. Amelia da
dung khi diéu tra ra ly lich s nghiép chinh tri cia Laurel. Tham vong cta
c6 van con do6 cho du c6 quyét dinh khong trang hoang tén minh trén bat ky
danh sach ng cw nao.

Cho du c6 thua vu xit Metzger di nita, c6 cling da thanh cong vé mat nao
d6. Buong Khir cia NIOS sé bi phanh phui. Nhw vay cling di nhan chim
chwong trinh dm sat &y mai mai. Gigi truyén thong déi khat va nhitng nghi
si con doi khat hon sé bu 1dy NIOS nhu ru6i.

Co0 sé bi thi bé - sw nghiép cta c6 sé chdm dit - nhung chi it c6 da phoi
bay dwoc sw that vé nhitng t0i 4c cia Metzger.

Con gio day? Sau khi sép co6 rit lai vu an? Khong dau, viéc nay chang
dan dén chuyén gi hay ho ca.

Co cho rang nguoi td giac da bién mat nén chang ai biét dwgc cac nan
nhan khac trong hang cho sé la ai. Xin 16i, anh Rashid.

Tién d6 cta cO roi sé ra sao? Laurel bat cudi khi nghi dén cau héi nay.
Co trd lai nha bép va lan nay pha mot tach tra han hoi. Thém hai thia duong
vi tam xuan rat chat. Tién do6, phdi roi: mot khoing thoi gian that nghiép
danh nam nha xem nhitng tap phim Seinfield phat lai, vira xem vira ngau
nghién mot roi hai mén Lean Cuisinel2®! khi gi6 nao dé. Hét ly Kendall-
Jackson nay dén ly khac. Choi c@ trén may tinh. R6i phong van xin viéc.
R06i c6 dwgc cong viéc tai mot cong ty 16n ¢ pho Wall.

Tim c6 chung xudng.

Co nghi dén David, nhw c6 van thuong nghi. Ludn nghi. “Van dé la, em
dang thtic ép t0i tra 10i day, Nance a. Pugc thoi, téi néi cho em biét. Em la
kiéu phu ni* kha c6 ha. Hiéu y t6i khong? Toi khong thé song dugc theo y
em. Em muon cai gi cling phai hoan hdo, cai gi cling phdi ding. Em stta
lvng, em nhadt 1a tim sau. Chinh cho day, xin 16i. T6i khong mudn néi ra
dau. Em buoc t6i phai n6i day.”

Queén anh ta di.

May c6 su nghiép cua riéng may kia ma.
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Co6 diéu, may khong con sy nghiép nao nita.

Trén ké sach ctia c6 - mot nita 1a sach luat, mot nira 1a tiéu thuyét, chi
duy nhat mét cudn sach day nau an - la bitc anh chup ¢6 va David. Ca hai
déu mim cuoi.

Dué6i dé 1a mét hop co vua, bang go, khong phai nhya.

Vit di cho roi, c6 tw nhu.

Minh sé viit.

Chuwa vt duoc.

Puogc r6i. Bu roi. Than than trach phan la nhitng gi ¢6 thdy & nhitng ké
bién thai hay giét ngudi suy doi nhat va co sé khong cho n6 thdm vao tam
h6n minh. May van con mét m@ vu an kia ma. Bat tay vao viéc di chit.
Co...

MGt tiéng on vong tir 16i hanh lang.

Mot tiéng go, mot tiéng cach, mot tiéng thui yéu 6t.

ROi im bat.

Ba Parson tha gié di chg xuéng. Ong Lefkowitz khé né véi con ché toy
poodle cung cay ba toong.

Co0 nhin cham cham vao TV, r6i nhin 10 vi ba, r6i nhin phong ngu.

LAy me no ra tai liéu khdi t6 Gonzalez roi bién tap di.

Laurel giat ndy nguoi khi chudng ctra reo.

Co budc dén ctra. “Ai day?”

“Tham t Flaherty, S& canh sat New York.”

Chuwra bao gio nghe tén ngudi nay nhwng Manhattan tw hao c6 s6 canh sat
lén téi hang nghin kia ma. Laurel nhom qua 16 ctta. Mgt anh chang da
trang, ba muwoi may tudi, manh dé, mac com 1é. Anh ta dang gio can cudc
1én, mdc du c6 chi thoang thay phu hiéu.

“Sao anh vao trong nay dugc?” Co goi voi ra.

“T6i canh c6 nguoi di ra chung cw. T6i nhan chuéng nha c¢6 nhung
khong thay ai tra 10i. T6i dinh dé lai gidy ghi chi nhung lai nghi minh nén
thi lai.”

Vay la chuong lai hong.

“Pugc roi, chg chit.” Co mad day xich va then khéa chim dé m@ ctra ra.
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Va chinh lic 4y Nance Laurel méi suy nghi, trong khi nguwdi dan 6ng
buwdc t6i, nhé ra cd6 nén bao anh ta tuén thé nganh dwdi cita dé c6 xem
trugc.

Nhung lo gi ch@? Vu &n da xong r6i ma. Minh chang la hiém hoa cua ai

>

Cd.
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Barry Shales khong phai la mot nguwoi vam va.

“Véc dang gon gang” la cach ngudi ta thwong mo ta han.

Va cbng viéc cta han la ng6i mét cho, tredec man hinh phang, ban tay dat
1én can diéu khién may bay khong ngudi 1ai, ban phim may tinh tredc mat.

Nhwng han cé nang ta rdi - bai vi han thich tdp thé hinh.

Han c6 chay b0 - bdi vi han thich chay bd.

Va tay cyu Dai iy khong quan nay cé quan diém - hoan toan chwa duwgc
xac chitng - la ta cang thich tap thé hinh thi co bap cua ta phan ng cang
nhanh.

Nén khi han chen ngang qua ngwdi Ruth, lam sittng so ba ta - con ché
canh ctra trong vai tro trg ly ca nhan - doan x0c vao van phong cta Shreve
Metzger, dwa canh tay ra sau roi thui vao sép han. Tén dan 0ng gay dét nay
loang choang r6i nga nhao xuong.

Tay cuc treédng NIOS khuyu mét goi xuong, hai canh tay quo quang. Ho6
so truegt khoi ban lam viéc khi y c¢6 bam vao dé gitt thang bang.

Shales sai bwdc vé phia tredc, canh tay lai dwa ra sau, nhung do dw. Mot
ct duy nhat la du xoa diu con gian ngay cang dang cao tr lic han xem tran
béng da khong ai ngd gitta nhiém vu muc tiéu - ma han dwgc ra 1énh cho no
tung thanh cac phan ¥ - va mot cau nhoc mdi 16n trong san ctia can nha tra
an ¢ vung ngoai 0 t6i tam cua Mexico.

Han budng nam dam xuong, buwdc lui lai. Nhung han cdm thay khong c6
hitng thu do Metzger day nén lanh lung khoanh tay lai, nhin tén nay sitng
sO &n mot ban tay vao ma roi 1é6ng ngong ditng day gom lai cho ho so bi
rét. Shales dé y thay nhiéu bia kep ho so chuwng hinh mot con dau mat ma
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minh khong biét mac du ban than han da tham quyén dé xem tai liéu toi
mat.

Han cling dé y thiy lic nay, moi lo trwdc tién cua Metzger khéng phai la
vét thwong ma la viéc gitr an toan cho ho so mat.

“Barry... Barry.” Y nhin sau lung Shales r6i lac dau. Ruth, choang vang,
diéng quanh quan, chang khac gi mét may bay khong nguoi lai. Metzger
mim cwoi v6i ba roi chi vao canh cira. Ba do dy r6i buwdc ra ngoai, déng
ctra lai.

Nu cwoi cta y bién mat.

Shales vira budc dén cira s6 vira thd sau. Han liéc xudng nhin cai cong-
ten-no Maersk gia mao trong bai xe ctia NIOS. Nhin cédi Tram Diéu khién
Mat dat ma & dé cach day vai phut minh suyt giét it nhat ba thwong dan vo
t0i, han lai bung gian.

Han xoay nguwoi lai nhin Metzger. Nhung tay cuc trudng nay khong thu
minh lai hay van nai. Y khong dap tra bang vii lIyc hay 16i 1€ ma chi cham
ma lan nita ro6i nghién ctru vét dé trén ngoén tay va ngoén cai ctia minh.

“Ong biét hay khong?” Shales héi.

“Biét veé thiét hai ngoai y tai Reynosa ha? Khong.” La cuc truédng NIOS,
y nhat dinh da theo doi tryc tiép vu tdn cong. “Di nhién la khong ro6i.”

“Luc dy t6i phong mat roi, Shreve. Qua Hellfire ay dang trong khong
trung! Ong thay sao ha? Thiu muoi gidy nita 1 ta da giét chét mot bé trai
va bé gai cung ngudi phu nit xem chirng la me tui nho r6i. Ma biét dau con
ca thang chét tiét nao nita bén trong?”

“Anh xem tai liéu kém theo chi 1énh STO r6i ddy. Chwong trinh giam sat
ma chuing ta sap dat cho Rashid hoan toan vitng chac. Ching ta c6 bao céo
ctia DEA va béo cdo giam sat lién bang ctia Mexico - 24/7. Pa mét tuan roi
chdng c6 ai ra vao noi ddy ca. Ai lai nip trong ddy sudt bay ngay, Barry?
Anh c6 bao gio nghe chuyén nay chwa? T6i chwa hé.” Metzger ngbi xudng.
“Me kiép, Barry, ching ta c6 phai Chda dau. Ta lam gi dugc thi lam théi.
To6i cling gap nguy hiém bo me day. Ai khac ma chét thi di doi sy nghiép
cua toi. bi doi ca NIOS khong chung.”
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Tay linh khong quan v6n c6 phan ma hoi xé ché ham dwéi quanh cap
moi cang, nu cwdi lanh lung cua han lic nay cang lam cho ma ay xé hon.
“Ong dang khiing, ding khong, Shreve?”

Han mudn no6i cai tit d6 vdi nghia “gian d®” nhung theo cach ma
Metzger phan tng, v6i cdp mat nhiu lai, cho thay tay cuc trudng NIOS ra
chiéu hiéu tr dé theo nghia “dién”.

“Khung ha?”

“Khung vi toi khong bam theo xe cua Rashid. Khung vi toi & lai cung
qua tén ltra, dan n6 xuéng dudi.”

Mot khoang lang. “Cai kich ban ddy, nham vao xe cua Rashid, 1a trai
tham quyén.”

“Tham quyeén cai chét tiét. Ong nghi nhé ra toi phai dé mic qua Hellfire
ddy dap dung dich, dong thoi ngam roi khai hoa qua thit hai vao chiéc xe
chi gi.”

Mat y tiét 16 rang, phai, d6 chinh la thit Metzger muon.

“Barry a, cai nganh nay cua chiing ta nhiéu khé lam. Thiét hai ngoai y
c6, hoa luc than thién cé, ty sat co, ca nhitng so suat tam thuong bé me
nita. Thiéu gi ngwoi chét vi ta 1ap trinh tai s6 100 duwong West trong khi
nhiém vu lai & tai s6 100 duong East.”

“That la mét tir hay ho dé chi mét con ngwdi nhi? ‘Nhiém vu’.”

“0, thoi ma. Ché giéu ngdn ngit cta chinh phu thi d& ldm. Nhung chinh
chinh phu gi an toan cho chung ta thoat khoi nhitng ké nhu Rashid.”

“Cau no6i nay danh cho budi nghi s Quoc hoi thi hon, Shreve.” Shales
lién néi con thinh ng, “Ong dd m& may chd chiing ct di kém chi 1énh STO
Moreno hong tiéu diét mot thang khon 6ng khong thich. Mt thang déi véi
ong la khong du long yéu nuéc.”

“Khong phai nhw vay!” Metzger thiéu diéu hét 16n, nwéc miéng phun phi
phi.

Giat minh trwdc sy boc phat khong kiém soat nay, Shales nhin cham
cham sép cua minh trong choc 1at. Poan thoc tay vao tii réi quang day deo
cung thé nganh 1én ban lam viéc. “Con nit ddy, Shreve a. Suyt nita t6i cho
no6 banh hai dita con nit ngay hom nay. T6i chiu da ro6i. Téi nghi.”
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“Khong.” Metzger nhoai nguoi tGi. “Anh khong nghi dugc.”

“Sao khong?”

Shales ctt ng& sép cia han sé dé cap dén van dé hgp dong hay bdo mat.

Nhung tay nay noi, “Béi vi anh 1a ngwoi gidi nhat, Barry. Khong ai diéu
khién chim sat nhv anh. Khéng ai ban sting nhu anh. Lic t6i thai nghén
chwong trinh STO, t6i biét ngay anh chinh 1a nhan tai cho chwong trinh,
Barry.”

Shales nh¢ lai mét tay co moi 6 t6 miéng cuwdi nhan nhd da nhiéu lan goi
han than mat bang tén bdi vi, c6 vé nhw, ga da duwgc dao tao tai treong co-
moi-xe-nhan-nhd rang lam vay sé khién nguwdi mua tiém nang mét moi dan,
lam ngudi nay b6t khang cy. Sau d6 Shales rdi khéi bai xe, chang buén
mua chiéc xe han khao khat bay lau.

Lic nay han hét 1én, “Dy an nay toan la trir khiv thiét hai ngoai y!”

“Chung ta dau c6 mé phéng kich ban ban xuyén qua ctta s6 lgp kinh!
Nhé ra ta phai lam thé. Chang ai nghi tGi cd. Anh c6 nghi t6i khong? Ching
tOi sai r6i. Anh con muon t6i ndi gi nita? Toi xin 16i.”

“Xin 16i t6i ha? Chac 6ng nén xin 16i vg con Robert Moreno hay gia dinh
ctia 6ng phong vién de la Rua hodc ctia ga vé si di. Bon ho can mot 16i xin
16i hon t6i, 6ng c6 thay vay khong, Shreve?”

Metzger day lai thé nganh vé phia Shales. “Thdi gian qua cling nhan
nhoc cho anh. Nghi phép di.”

Khéng cham vao chiéc phu hiéu, Shales quay ngudi r6i mé ctra, bwdc ra
khoéi van phong. “T6i xin 16i néu lam ba sg, Ruth.”

Ba chi nhin cham cham.

Nam phit sau, han da ra ngoai qua cong truedc ciia NIOS va di xuyén qua
con hém dan dén tuyén dwong cai bac-nam gan do.

ROi han di trén via he, bat chgt cam thdy budc chan nhe ténh va long tran
tré su théa man mo ho.

Han sé goi cho 6 trong tré, dan Margaret di an t6i nay. Han sé bao tin
cho c6 biét han gio da that nghiép. Han c6 thé...

Mot chiéc xe con sam mau rit [én mot tiéng réi phanh sat ngwsi han. Hai
nguwoi dan 6ng mé tung ctra roi ra khdi xe trong tich tac, di chuyén vé phia
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han.

Trong thodng choc, Shales tw hdi liéu cé phai Shreve Metzger da triéu
tap chuyén vién - da sap dat mot chi 1énh STO c6 céi tén Barry Shales la
nhiém vy, hong khtr han, m6t méi hoa cho chwong trinh &m sat quy bau cua
y khong.

Nhung nhitng ké di vé phia han khéng rit ra khau Beretta hay SIG ham
thanh nao. Long ban tay cua bon ho l6e anh kim loai, phai - nhung doé la
vang. Biéu trung ctia S& canh sat thanh phé New York.

“Anh la Barry Shales?” ngwdi 16n tudi hon hoi.

“Toi... phai, toi la Shales.”

“T6i 1a tham t& Brickard. Pay la tham t* Samuels.” Khong con thay phu
hiéu va thé nganh cta hai nguwdi nita. “Anh da bi bat, thwa anh.”

Shales cwoi thoang qua mét cach than the. M6t nham lan. Tin titc vé viéc
vu diéu tra da cham ditt chwa dén tai bon ho roi.

“Khong, cac anh nham ro6i.”

“Xin quay ngudi lai dé hai tay ra sau lung.”

“Nhung t6i can toi gi?”

“Muu sat.”

“Khong, khong - vu 4n Moreno... da bi hiy ro6i ma.”

Hai nguwoi tham t& nhin nhau. Brickard néi, “T6i chang biét gi vé
Moreno nao ca, thua anh. Lam on. Pua hai tay ra. Ngay.”
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“Co6 thé rat khé thuyét phuc ban héi tham,” Lincoln Rhyme dang trinh
bay vé gia thuyét dang sau mot vu an méi doi véi Metzger va Shales.

Gia thuyét cia Amelia Sachs, khong phai cta anh. Va la gia thuyét ma
anh 1dy lam thich thad - va hanh dién khi c6 la ngwdi nghi ra. Rhyme tham
thich viéc nguoi ta - mot sé ngudi thoi - tw duy troi hon anh.

Sachs li€c nhin chiéc dién thoai dang ngan nga ctia minh. “C6 tin nhan.”

“Nance ha?”

“Khong.” C6 hét nhin cap mat do héi ctia Mel Cooper lai sang Ron
Pulaski roi cudi cung sang Rhyme. “Barry Shales dang bi tam giam. Khong
khang cy.”

Vay la, bay gio ho dang diéu tra ding theo gid thuyét ctia Sachs, gia
thuyét ma c6 da nghi ra tr mot muc don gian trén cac so do chirng cr.

* Nan nhan 2: Eduardo de la Rua.

— NNTV: Mat mdu. Kinh v do dan ban bay khdp noi cat triing nhiéu
cho, cdc mdnh kinh réong 3-4 milimét dai 2-3 phan.

— Thoéng tin bo sung: Nha bdo, phong van Moreno. Sinh tai Puerto
Rico. Song tai Argentina.

— Mdy dnh, mdy ghi dm, but ma vang, s6 ghi chép mat tich.

— Giay chita chdt sgi gan vdi tham trong hanh lang khdch san va dat tw
161 vao khach san.

— Ao qudn chita nhiéu luong nhé cdc chdt cua bira sdng: Hat da huong
va sot tiéu.

Tw duy cua c6 lai cang sac sdo hon béi sy gidn don ctia n6: Nguoi sinh &
Puerto Rico la cong dan My.
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Do dé Barry Shales da giét mot ngwdi My trong vu tan cong vao ngay 9
thang 5 tai khach san South Cove.

Sép cua Nance, cong t6 vién quan, da quyét dinh khong theo dudi vu an
chi vi Moreno khong phai cong dan My. Nhung de la Rua lai la cong dan
My¥. Ngay cd mot nan nhan chét ngoai mong muén trong mot so6 tinh huéng
cling c6 thé khép hung tha vao t6i muu sat.

Sachs néi tiép, “Nhung chi it t6i thay ching ta cé thé truy to tdi ngd sat.
Shales vo tinh giét de la Rua khi thyc hién hanh vi c6 y giét Moreno. Han
nhé ra phai biét la ngudi khac trong phong ciing c6 thé bi thwong tri mang
khi han né sing chi.”

Mot giong phu nit 1ap day can phong. “Phan tich hay lam, Amelia. Ba
bao gio co co y dinh hoc treong luat chwa?”

Rhyme quay lai thdy Nance Laurel dang sai bwéc vao phong khach, mot
lan nita kéo 1é cdp ho so va cap ho so t6 tung ctia minh. Sau lung con cé
ngwoi tham t ma ho da yéu cau dén don co ta. Mot ngudi ban cta Sachs.
Bill Flaherty. Truwéc d6, Rhyme nghi c6 nguwoi ho tdng sé an toan hon. Anh
van khong yén tam khi X165 van con nhén nho, nhat 1a khi gio day c6 co
hoi vuc day vu an Moreno.

Laurel cdm on ngwdi tham ti, anh ta gat dau roi - mim cuwdi vGi Sachs va
Rhyme - di khoi can biét thy phé.

Rhyme hoi c6 pho6 cong t6 vién quan, “Vu an cia ching ta. Co thay sao?
Vé mat luat phap?”

“Cha,” c6 ta vira n6i vira ng6i xuéng ban lam viéc réi mot lan nita luc ra
h6 so ctia minh dé sap xép, “chac ching ta co thé truy t6 Barry Shales t6i
muu sat bac hai. Chung ta c6 co s@ do theo bo luat hinh sy.” Co6 ta phat
biéu lai, “Mot ngwdi bi toi muu sat bac hai khi nguwdi nay c6 y mudn gay ra
cai chét cia mot ngwdi va trong thyc té€ da gay ra cai chét cia mot ngudoi
thit ba. Nhung Amelia néi ding, ngd sat chac chan la mot kha nang. Chiing
ta sé coi day la mot t0i bao ham nhe hon!2Z!, mic du téi tw tin c6 thé budc
t0i muu sat.”

“Céam on c6 da quay lai,” Sachs noi.
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“Khong, cam on tat cd moi nguwdi da cttu vGt vu an cta ching ta.” Co ta
dang nhin quanh phong.

Vu an cua ching ta...

“Amelia nghi ra y nay day,” Lon Sellitto néi.

Rhyme dé thém, “T6i thi bo s6t han phwong an nay.”

Sellitto dé thém la anh bay lau van gitr lién lac vGi dai Gy Myers va ong
dai iy nay - kém mot chit mién cudng - da dong y ho nén tiép tuc diéu tra
v&i cac t6i danh m@i. Truedng cong to vién cling da phé chuan so bo.

“Gio day ching ta phai can nhac xem nén tién hanh nhw thé nao,” Laurel
né6i, khién Rhyme ngac nhién vi c6 ta khong chi cdi ctic ma con trat bé han
ao khoac ngoai. Co ta biét mim cwdi, c6 ta biét nhap whisky, co ta biét thw
gian. “Trudc tién toi can biét mot s6 thong tin nén tang. Ong Ay 12 ai, ngudi
nha bao nay?”

Ron Pulaski da nghién cttu tir bdy dén gio. Cau néi, “Eduardo de la Rua,
nam muoi sdu tudi. Pa két hon. Nha bao ty do kiém ngudi viét blog. Sinh
tai Puerto Rico, ho chiéu My. Nhung mudi nam qua song tai Buenos Aires.
Nam ngoai ong ta gianh dugc gidi Premio a la Excelencia en el Periodismo.
Tic 1a ‘Giai thwong Nha bao Xuat sac’.”

“Cau ndi tiéng Tay Ban Nha ludn ha, tan binh?” Rhyme xen vao. “Cau
luon lam nguoi khac ngac nhién. Giong doc cling hay nira.”

“Nada.”[28!

“Ha,” Sellitto 1én tiéng.

Cau canh sat: “Gan day de la Rua viét bai cho Diario Seminal Negocio
de Argentina.”

“Tuan san Argentina,” Rhyme tht strc.

“Gan duang. Tuan san Doanh nghiép.”

“Téat nhién.”

“Ong ta khi 4y dang viét mot loat bai vé doanh nghiép va ngan hang My§
khéi nghiép tai My Latin. Ong canh me Moreno nhiéu thdng véi ¥ dinh lam
mot bai phéng van vé van dé dé - vi Moreno cé quan diém trai chiéu vé cac
1y do ta khong nén khuyén khich cong ty My mé co s& dudi day. Cubi cung
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anh ta dong y nén de la Rua bay dén Nassau. Ro6i sau do6 thé nao thi chiing
ta da biét.”

Sachs bdo Laurel, “Shales dang bi tam giam.”

“T6t,” c6 cong td vién noi. “Con chitng ¢t vu an, ching ta thu thap dén
dau roi?”

“A, ching ctt,” Rhyme tram tw. “Chting cit. Ta chi can chitng minh vién
dan dan dén viéc manh thdy tinh vang, va manh thuy tinh nay la nguyén
nhan t¥ vong ctia nguwdi phong vién. Ta gan dat dwoc muc dich do r6i. Ta cé
dau vét cac dam thay tinh trén vién dan va trén 4o quan de la Rua. T6i chi
can tim ra mot vai manh v& tryc tiép rach nan nhan va gdy xuat huyét.”
Anh nhin sang Laurel. “Ban hoi tham nao ciing thich néi dén hung khi, phai
khong?”

“Nhat dinh ro6i, Lincoln.”

“Nha xac tai Bahamas thi sao?” Sachs hoi. “Bac si giai phau t thi nhat
dinh con git manh thay tinh, anh c6 nghi vay khong?”

“Ctt hi vong nhu vay. Bong ho Rolex va mat kinh Oakley thi con c6 thé
bi an cap dudi day chi thuy tinh vo thi chang tay chom chia nao thém dau.
Toi sé goi Mychal xem thit cau ta tim duwgc gi. Cau ta c6 thé chuyén vai
manh thuiy tinh 1én day kém mot thw tuyén thé c6 ndi dung rang cac manh
vO thu dugc tw cai xac va la nguyén nhan t¢ vong. Hay tham chi cau ta co
thé 1én me day cho 10i khai trueéc toa.”

“Hay day,” Thom n6i. “Cau ta c6 thé & choi véi chiing ta mot thoi gian.”

Rhyme thé ra trong buc doc. “O, tat nhién. Ching ta cé thiéu gi thoi gian
giao t&. Tdi c6 thé dan cau ta di tham quan Qua Tdo Lén'22!, Ma t6i chwa
dén cho Nit than Ty do tir... hoi nao r6i. Va cling chang muon dén.”

Thom phi cuwoi, cang lam Rhyme cau hon.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy mé nhitng anh giai phau ti thi 1én r6i cuén xem.
“Tim dugc mot manh trr tinh mach canh, dong mach canh hay dong mach
dui la tot nhat,” anh tram tw. “D6 sé 1a nhitng manh tri mang.” Nhung trong
lan ra soat so bd nay, khong thdy c6 manh thiy tinh nao hién rd tir cai xac
nhot nhat cia Eduardo de la Rua.
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“Sang to6i sé goi Mychal. Gi® muon roi. Khong mudn xen vao céng viéc
tay trai cua cau ta.”

Rhyme nhé ra c6 thé goi ngay Itic nay nhung anh mudn noéi chuyén riéng
v6i cau ha si. Sy that la bay lau anh van tinh dén chuyén mai Poitier dén
New York trong twong lai gan va day sé la mdt cai cd chinh dang dé thyc
hién.

Anh tram tw va cam thay hoi mia mai, phai, anh that sy c¢6 y dinh dan
Poitier di khap thanh phé. Tuy nhién, twgng Nt than Ty do sé khong nam
trong chuyén tham quan.
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Jacob Swann tu hoi chuyén gi da xay ra.

K& hoach cua han danh cho Nance Laurel da bi cat ngang khi mot chiéc
xe canh sat nguy trang xuat hién tredc can ho cta a tai Brooklyn - ngay lic
Swann sap stta ditng day viéng tham a phoé cong t6 vién quan, dé dién kich
ban tra thu ctia han.

Tén tham t* mac thwong phuc da vét a ra ngoai nhanh qua - nhanh dén
noi nhin la biét c6 chuyén 16n dang xdy ra. N6 c6 lién quan dén vu an
Moreno chang, mot vu theo 1€ chang con la vu an nita? Hay thi gi khac?

Lic nay han dang ngoi trong chiéc Nissan ctia minh, hwéng vé nha. Cau
trd 10i cho diéu bi an nay xuat hién dwdi dang mot tin nhan tir tong bs. Me
no. Shreve Metzger vira bao cao la vu an da bi 1at lai nhung kem mot thay
doi la lung: Barry Shales bi bat khong phai vi giét Robert Moreno ma vi
giét de la Rua, tén nha bao dang phong van Moreno vao thdi diém vién dan
lam ctra s6 khach san no tung thanh triéu manh thuy tinh nho.

Badi vi de la Rua la cong dan My - Hola, Puerto Rico!19] . C5 Nance
Laurel da dwoc phuc chitc dé diéu tra vu an.

Metzger chwa bi budc toi nhung c6 kha nang chang bao lau nita, y sé bi
cao budc it nhat mot hoac hai t6i danh nghiém trong. Muc dich bat git
Shales, di nhién, la gay ap luc cho tay phi cong may bay khong nguoi lai
nay, budc han phdi phan boi 6ng sép.

Giét mot nguwoi bi tam giam dé dén mitc nao day? Swann ty hoi. Han ngo
rang chang dé dang gi, chi it phai c6 ndi ng, ma ndi (ng thi ton kém cuc
ki.

Swann dwgc nho gitp sitc. Han phdi chd chi thi. Ngay mai hita hen sé la
mot ngay ban ron. Nhung vi gio nay da mudn nén han nghi sé chang nhan
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dwgc chi thi nao doi héi minh phai ra ngoai lan nita vao dém nay.

Vay thi t6t.

Ong hang thit bé bong dang doi va thém it rwgu. Mot hai ly Albarino Tay
Ban Nha goi moi, cling nhu mot it mon Veronique dém qua an thura dugc
go6i can than roi nhét vao tu lanh. Khong c6 dau bép nao trén doi - ké ca
nhitng ké s& hitu cidc nha hang dat ba sao Michelin!%! - 1ai khong biét on
thitc an thira, dau cong chiing c6 néi gi di nita.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thir Sau, 19 Thang 5

https://thuviensach.vn



78

“Pai ay Shales...”

“T6i xuat ngti roi. Bay gio toi la dan thuong.”

Troi con s6m, sang tht Sau. Nance Laurel va tay phi cong may bay
khong nguoi 1ai dang trong phong tham van tai trai tam giam. Ky thyc cling
chinh la tang lau noi c6 dang ndi chuyén vdi Amelia Sachs thi tay giao
hang ctia BO Ngoai giao da chdn ding thanh cong cudc diéu tra vu a&n muu
sat Moreno.

“Puoc ro6i, anh Shales, anh da dwgc doc cho nghe cac quyén cia minh
16i, ding chwa?” Laurel dat mét may ghi am Ién chiéc ban tan ta tredc mat
ho. Co tu hoi cai hop dién ti hinh chit nhat cii nat nay da nghe dugc bao
nhiéu 10i th6a ma, bao nhiéu 10i doi tra, bao nhiéu c¢é nay cé no, bao nhiéu
16i van nai xin khoan hong r6i. Nhiéu khong dém xué.

Han nhin cai thiét bi 4y khong chit cdm xtc. “R6i.”

C0 khong chac phai doc suy nghi cta han nhu thé nao, va doc suy nghi
ctia bi cdo la m6t phan quan trong trong cong viéc ctia c6. Bon ho sé
nhwgng bo chang, sé vong vo né tranh chang, sé cung cap chut it 1&i khai cé
ich chang, sé tim dung thoi co nhay khoi ghé bop c6 6 chang?

Tat ca nhitng diéu d6 lam lic da xay ra.

“Va anh c6 hiéu minh cé thé chdm ditt cudc no6i chuyén nay bat ct lic
nao khong?”

“Hiéu.”

Vay ma han khong muén cham dit hay kéu gao doi gap luat sw. Co cam
nhan dugc phan do trong han, mot phan nho nhoi, muén ké cho c6 nghe
moi chuyén, mudn thi nhan - midc du mot birc twong thanh day com van
con vay quanh cai phan dy trong tim han.
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CO dé y mot dieu khac: Phai, Shales la mot sat tha bai ban, vé mat ly
thuyét thi khong khac véi Jimmy Bonittolo, ké da cho mot vién dan vao
dau Frank Carson bgi vi Carson xam pham lanh thé phan phoi rugu cua
Bonittolo. Nhung trén thuc té, qua that dwong nhw c6 khac biét. Khong nhw
Bonittolo, Shales toat 1én sy hdi tiéc trong cdp mat xanh. Va khong phai hoi
tiéc vi minh da bi bat, cai hoi ti€c ludn hién hitu, ma hoéi ti€c vi han hiéu ra
cai chét cia Robert Moreno la sai tri.

“T6i mudn giai thich 1y do t6i dén day.” Laurel binh than néi.

“T6i twdng... vu an bi hay réi.”

“Vu an veé cai chét cia Robert Moreno thi khéng truy cttu nita. Chiing toi
dang xét dén vu an veé cai chét cia Eduardo de la Rua.”

“Ong phéng vién.”

“Pung vay.”

Pau han ngang 1én ha xudng cham cham. Han khong noi gi.

“Anh dugc Shreve Metzger ra lénh trtv khit Robert Moreno theo mot
Meénh lénh PBac nhiém do NIOS ban hanh.”

“T6i quyét dinh khong trd 10i cau héi day.”

T6i c6 hoi gi dau nao, c6 suy ngam. R6i noi tiép, “Bai vi anh cé y dinh
giét Moreno va trén thuc té€ da giét, nén bat ky vu thiét mang nao - cho du
anh da hi vong han ché gy ra - déu la muu sat.”

Pau han xoay sang roi cé vé nhw han dang cham chi nhin mot vét tray
trén twong, vét tray nay doi véi Laurel trong nhu tia chdp.

Va r6i ¢6 nhan ra: Trdi a, anh ta trong giong hét David! C6 tirng c6 cung
suy nghi nay khi nhin thay ho ly ctia Lincoln Rhyme, Thom. Nhung anh
nhin vira ndy cta Shales tira nhv mot cu dién giat, nguwoi linh khong quan
giong hon han khi xét dén ngoai hinh va nét mat.

Phu nir co ht...

Cai tir dugc thot ra trong lic néng gian.

Tuy vay...

David, ngudi ban trai dich thy'c duy nhat ctia c6. Tt tredc dén nay.

Hit mét hoi thd sau roi Laurel vitng vang tiép tuc, “Anh cé biét Robert
Moreno that ra chang dinh dang gi dén bat ky am muu tdn cong toa nha
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cong ty Loc dau My tai Miami khong? Va s6 hoa chat anh ta nhap vao
Bahamas la dé phuc vu muc dich nong nghiép va thwong mai hgp phap,
nham tai trg cho Phong trao Trao quyén Pia phwong cta anh ta?”

“T6i cling quyét dinh khong tra 161 cau héi day.”

“Chung toi da khai thac cac cudc goi ctua anh, xac dinh nhitng noi anh da
dén, c6 thong tin tr kieém soat khong lwu vé chiéc may bay khong nguoi 1ai
ddy, anh chup Tram Diéu khién Mat dat trong bai xe NIOS...”

“T6i quyét dinh khong...” giong han nghen ngao. “T6i quyét dinh khong
trd 16i.” Mat han khong thé nhin 1au vao mat co.

Hét mat cta David.

Chinh cho ddy, xin I0i. T6i c6 muoén néi dau. Em budc toi...

Bén ndng mach bdo co Iui lai. Ngay 1ap tic. Gigng néi mém méng hon.
“T6i mudn hgp tac vGi anh, Shales. T6i goi anh la Barry dwgc khong?”

“Chac dugc.”

“T6i 1a Nance. Toi muon dat dwgce thoa thuan véi anh. Chung t6i tin anh
cling la nan nhan trong vu nay. Va anh khong duwgc cung cdp tat ca thong
tin vé Robert Moreno nhé ra phai c6 khi chi 1énh STO dwgc ban hanh.”

Mat han lién anh lén thoang chéc.

Cap mat, chét tiét, cling xanh biéc chang kém mat David.

“That ra thi, c6 kha nang,” c6 néi tiép, “la mét s6 théng tin tinh bdo anh
nhan duwgc da bi c6 y sira doi hong tao co s@ vitng chac hon cho phi vu am
sat Moreno. Anh thiy sao vé chuyén day?”

“Tin tinh bao rat khé phan tich. Nganh nay nhan lam.”

A, khong con tén, cdp bac va mad quan nhan nitall%], Khéng con nghi
ngo gi: Shales biét rang Metzger nguy tao tin tinh bdo va chuyén nay bay
1au van lu6n giay vo han.

“Tat nhién. Nhung hinh nhw sira doi tin tinh bao ciling dé théi. Lé nao
khong phai?”

“Chac vay.” Mat Shales do au.

Co0 tin mach mau trong ham va thai dwong cia han néi ré hon trudce.
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Tuyét voi. Sy s@ hai 1a mot cong cu rat t6t dé thuyét phuc. Sw hi vong la
mot cong cu tot hon.

“Pé xem chung ta c6 dat dugc thoa thuan gi khong.”

Nhwng vai han dwa 1én nhé nhe va c6 do lwong mitc do khang cu. Van
con kha cao.

Laurel tttng danh co véi David. Pay la mot tro tiéu khién sang Cha nhat
nao hai nguoi cling choi, sau bita sang va sau bat ky hoat dong nao tiép
theo bita sang.

Co0 yéu nhitng van c@ dé. Anh choi nhinh hon c6. Nhw thé lai cang khién
co6 hung phan.

Ltc nay, c6 nghi. Ping lic roi.

“Barry, rui ro hién tai rat cao. Cai chét cia Moreno va nhitng ngudi khac
tai Bahamas la mot chuyén. Nhung qua bom trong quan ca phé, vu muu sat
Lydia Foster, day la...”

“Ha?”

“Qua bom, cac nhan chitng bi mwu sat.” Laurel té vé roi tri.

“Khoan. Co6 dang néi chuyén gi day?”

Co ngirng néi. Poan, quan sat ky giwong mat han, 6 noi, “Ké mudn ngan
chdn vu an cua ching toi, goi la ‘chuyén vién’ ding khong? Han giét mot
nhan chitng tai Bahamas va mot nhan chitng ngay tai New York. Han kich
n6 mot thiét bi nod tw ché dé pha hiy may tinh chita chitng cit, suyt giét nira
td nguwoi, trong do cé mot tham ti¥ diéu tra cia S& canh sat New York. Anh
khong biét nhitng thong tin nay sao?”

“Khong...”

Qudn twong di dén 6 b5. Chiéu.

Co thi tham, “Cé, c6 day.”

Han quay mat di thi tham, “Cac budc téi thiéu...”

Co khong hiéu vay nghia la gi.

Nhung Laurel biét chac day khong phai la dién kich. Shales, con nguai
vdi da thit tng do nay day, cung doi mat than thudc ky la va xanh biéc vo
ngan, chwa tirng biét gi vé X165. Chang biét chit gi. Shreve Metzger da lira
doi han triét de.
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Chap thoi co di...

“Nay, Barry, chung t0i c0 chitng c@ ching minh tén nay da ¢ tai
Bahamas quanh thdi diém anh tan cong bang may bay khong nguwoi 1ai. Khi
dé6 ching t6i nghi han la cong sv ctia anh.”

“Khong, t6i lam viéc mot minh. NIOS doi khi c6 noi gian trén mat dat dé
thu thap tinh bao...” Giong han lim dan.

“Do Shreve Metzger phai dén noi day.”

Khong phai cau hoi.

“Pa6i khi thoi.”

“Vay han la ké da nguy tao chitng cit ngay tir dau. Va van luén tim cach
ngan chan vu diéu tra.”

“C0 c6 tén tudi cu thé khong?” Shales hoi.

“Khong c6, vao thoi diém nay han la doi twong chwa xac dinh.”

Shales thi tham, “No6i cho t6i biét, Lydia Foster ma c6 noi dén la ai?”

“Phién dich vién caa Moreno tai New York day. Tén hung tha gidu mat
nay giét cd6 ay. Han mudn trtr khit cac nhan ching.”

“Con qua bom, c6 phai la vu n6 6ng dan ga trén bao dai vao hém no
khong?”

“Phai, do la cau chuyén che day thoi. Nhung dung la c6 bom. Muc dich
la giét diéu tra vién va tiéu hay chitng ci.”

Tay phi cong trong u dot.

“Va hai nguoi chét?”

“Va ca hai déu bi tra tan trudc.”

Han khéng noéi gi. Mat han tap trung vao mot vét 1om cd dong 10 xu
trong chiéc ban.

“Barry, anh da goi cho khach san South Cove hai ngay truéc phi vu
Moreno. Anh goi ti dién thoai tac nghiép cua minh, ding tén Don Bruns.”

Han khong biéu 10 phan tng gi cho thay minh ngac nhién.

“T6i biét ly do anh goi,” Laurel néi nhé nhe. “Khéng phdi dé xac nhan
cho dat phong ctia Moreno. Cac noi gian cta CIA hodc cua chinh NIOS c6
thé xac minh anh ta sé dén d6. Anh goi vi muon chac chan anh ta sé dén do
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mot minh. Vo con anh ta khéng di cing. Anh mu6n chac chan nhw vay. Bé
khong xay ra thiéet hai ngoai y.”

Méi tay linh khong quan run ray trong thoang choc. Han quay mat di.

Laurel thi tham, “Diéu nay cho t6i biét anh nghi ngai vé phi vu d6 ngay
tlr dau. Anh khong mudn chuyén cé két cuc nhw thé nay.” Co6 van giltr anh
mat nhin han, thi tham, “Hgp tac véi chung tbi di, Barry.”

David titng bao c6 rang khi choi c@, c6 ldc ta bong sang suét dén dang
sg. Ta chot hiéu ra chién thuat bay 1au minh van ty tin tuan theo la sai hoan
toan va doi tha cua ta bay lau choi mot van co hoan toan khac - mot van c@
day suw sang sudt va tai tinh, viegt xa van co cta ta. Ta c6 thé khong thua &
nuwdc di tiép theo hay muwdi nwde tiép theo nhwng that bai 1a tat yéu.

“Poi phuong sé thay diéu dé trong mat em,” David tirng gidi thich. “Co
th gi d6 thay do6i. Em biét minh da thua va mat em néi vdi doi phuwong
rang em hiéu diéu dé.”

DPay la nhitng gi c6 quan sat thdy & Barry Shales ltic nay. Anh sé nhugng
bd, co hiéu thé. Anh sé giao cho t6i Shreve Metzger! Tén sat nhan da lgi
dung tin tinh bdo qudc gia dé giét bat ky ai y mudn.

Chiéu bi...

Han thé gap gap. “Pugc roi. Noi toi biét... néi toi biét chuyén nay co thé
gidi quyét ra sao?”

“Piéu chung ta c6 thé lam la...”

Mot tiéng nén cia.

Laurel giat ndy nguoi.

Mot ngudi dan 6ng mdc com 1é xam 6m cdp ditng cho ctra s, tinh rui
nhin ti* c6 sang Shales r6i nhin lai co.

Khong, khong, khong. ..

Laurel biét ga. Ga la mot luat sw bién hd thudc loai quyét liét nhat va
hiém doc nhat thanh pho. Tic 1a luat sw thudc loai giéi nhat. Nhung ga cha
yéu xudt hién trong toa cap lién bang tai New York theo chi dao ctia cac
cong ty lién két dat tai Washington, DC. Qua la chuyén la khi ga xuat hién
¢ day, thay vi mot luat sw hiéu rd chén phap dinh cap bang x6 bo, ma tai
New York dugc goi la Toa an Toi cao.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nguwoi linh gac ma ctra.

“Chao co, luat su Laurel,” tay luat st noi mot cach than mat.

Co0 chi nghe danh ctia ga. Lam sao ga lai biét c6?

Co6 chuyén gi khéng 6n ¢ day.

“Anh la...?” Shales ma 10i.

“To6i la Artie Rothstein. Toi duwgc thué bién ho cho anh.”

“Shreve thue?”

“Pirng néi gi nita, Barry. Nguoi ta 6 tw van cho anh la anh c6 quyén gap
luat sw va khong can phai noi gi khong?”

“T6i... C6. Nhung td6i mudn...”

“Khong, dirng muon gi hét, Barry. Vao ltic nay anh khéng mudn lam gi
hét.”

“Nhung toi vira phat hién ra Shreve...”

“Barry,” Rothstein ha thidp giong. “T6i khuyén anh nén im ldng. Im lang
rat quan trong.” Ga cho mot lat r6i dé thém, “Ching t6i mudn bao dam anh
va gia dinh nhan dwoc sv tw van tot nhat.”

“Gia dinh t6i?”

Chét tiét. Do la chiéu tro ctia ga. Laurel cwong quyét noéi, “Chinh quyén
bang chang truy t6 gia dinh anh dau, Barry. Ching t6i hoan toan khéng c6
hing thi véi ho.”

Rothstein quay sang c6 va bo mat tron tria, nhan nheo cta ga biéu 16 mot
vé kho hiéu. “Chuing ta con chwa néi chit gi vé vu an ma, Nance.” Ga nhin
Shales. “Anh chang biét viéc truy t6 sé di theo chiéu hwéng nao dau. Cach
lam viéc cta toi la chuan bi cho moi tinh huong. Va t6i sé bdo dam anh va
bat ky ai khac c6 lién quan dén vu khéi t6 nay...” Giong ga dam cam phan.
“... vu khdi to lac huéng nay, sé dugc bao vé. Sao ha, Barry?”

Ham tay phi cong run lén cam cap. Han liéc nhanh Nance, ha mat xuéng
roi gat dau.

Rothstein néi, “Cudc tham van dén day la chdm duit.”
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Nang sém tran day cdn biét thw phé ciia Rhyme. Nhitng canh ctra s6 &
day huwéng vé phia dong va nhitng chum nang, duwgc loc qua nhiéu chiéc 14,
ban thang vao phong khach theo tirng luong lung linh.

Ca doi dang tu tap ¢ day, Cooper, Sellitto, Pulaski. Ca Sachs nita. Va
Nance Laurel, vira méi tré vé tir trai tam giam cung vdi cai tin dang that
vong la Shales sap stra thi nhan va khai ra Metzger thi mot tén luat s ma
NIOS hay ai do tai DC thué xuat hién khién han khiép sg nén cam lang.

Nhung c6 ta néi, “T6i van c6 thé giai quyét vu an nay. Lan nay dirng
hong c6 gi ngan can dugc t6i.”

Dbung lic Rhyme dang liéc nhin dién thoai ctia minh thi n6 reo 1én, lam
anh hai long. Anh tréd 10i. “Pong chi ha si, cau khée khong?”

Giong ndi day giai diéu cua Poitier dap, “Khde, dai ay. Khée. Toi rat vui
khi nhan dwgc tin nhan cua anh sang nay. Chung t6i c@ nhé mai vu hon
loan ma anh mang theo dén day. Anh phai tré lai day. D€ nghi mat thoi. Va
toi cling cdm on 10i moi ctia anh. T6i chac chan sé dén New York nhung
chi dé nghi mat théi. Tdi e 1a khong c6 chitng ¢t gi cho anh ca. O nha xac
khong phat hién dugc gi. T6i khong cé gi dé giao cho anh truc tiép ca.”

“Khong tim thdy manh thuy tinh ti thi thé de la Rua u?”

“E la khong. T6i da néi chuyén v@i bac si phap y roi. Lic nguoi ta mang
thi thé de la Rua va ngudi vé si t6i da khong con manh thay tinh nao gam
lai trong hai cai xac réi. Hinh nhw nhitng manh nay da bi cac k¥ thuat vién
y t€ gd ra khi c6 gang cttu hai ngudi nay.”

Nhung Rhyme nhé lai s6 dnh chup hién truong. Co rat nhiéu vét thwong,
nan nhan mat mau nghiém trong. Mot s6 manh v& nhat dinh van con soét lai.
Anh bén nhich dén gan cho bang trang roi quan sat anh chup gidi phau t
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thi cdc nan nhan, xem nhitng vét rach tho, xem nap hép so duwgc gan trd lai
sau khi so dwgc cwa ra, xem vét rach chit Y trang hoang khap nguc.

Co diéu gi khong on.

Rhyme quay sang phong ro6i hét 16n véi tat ca, “Bao cdo giai phau t thi.
T6i mudn cé bao cao giai phau ti thi de la Rua, ngay!” Anh khong thé vira
nghe dién thoai vira lam viéc trén may tinh.

Mel Cooper lam theo va mot lat sau, tai lieu duwgc quét thanh anh hién
trén mot man hinh phang sat bén Rhyme.

Nan nhdn nay cé khodng 35 vét rach & nhiéu noi khdc nhau trén nguc,
bung, cdnh tay, mdt va dui, chii yéu & mdt trudc. C6 1é do mdnh thuy tinh tw
mot cira s6 bi ban vo tai hién truong vu dn gay ra. Nhitng vét rach nay
khdc nhau vé kich thuéc nhung da so6 day khodng 3-4 milimét va dai 2-3
phdn. Sdu trong sé cdc vét rach néi trén nam tai déng mach cdnh, tinh
mach cdnh va déng mach dui ctia nan nhdan, gdy xudt huyét nghiém trong.

Rhyme nhén thdy tiéng thd yéu 6t bén kia dau day. Roi: “Pai iy Rhyme,
moi chuyén 6n khéng?”

“Toi phai di day.”

“Anh can t6i lam gi nita khong?”

Mat Rhyme nhin Nance Laurel, c6 ta dang xem lwét mot cach hiéu ky
hét ban bao cao giai phau t thi dén cac anh chup roi lai nhin chinh Rhyme.
Anh néi véi Poitier, “Khong, cam on, dong chi ha si. T6i goi lai cho cau
sau.” Anh ngat mdy r6i lan xe dén gan man hinh hon, nghién cttu man hinh
k¥ hon. R6i anh chuyén sy chi y sang cho bang trang.

“Gl vay, Rhyme?” Sachs hoi.

Anh thé dai. Khi anh xoay lai nhin vé hwéng Laurel. “T6i xin 16i. T6i sai
r6i.”

“La sao ha Linc?” Sellitto hai.

“De la Rua hoan toan khong phai thiét hai ngoai y. Ong ta chinh 1a muc
tieu.”

Laurel néi, “Nhwng ma, Lincoln, ta biét Shales c6 y dinh ban Moreno
ma. Chinh nhitng manh kinh v& tit vién dan Shales ban ra da giét chét de la
Rua.”
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“Van dé ¢ cho ddy,” Rhyme noéi nho. “Khong phai cho kinh vo dau.”
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“UAV Tam Chin Hai goi Trung tam Florida. Pd xdc dinh va dinh vi muc
tiéu. Hong ngoai va ra-da khau doé tong hop.”

“Ro, Tam Chin Hai... Buoc phép st dung sting trirong tdm xa.”

“R6. Tam Chin Hai.”

Va sau giay sau Robert Moreno khong con ton tai.

Barry Shales dang trong xa lim tam giam, mot minh, tay chap vao nhau,
ngoi khom nguwoi téi trede. Cai ghé dai that ciing, khong khi ng6t ngat va
cO mui nguwoi chua chua.

Nhé lai nhiém vu Moreno, dac biét nghi dén nhitng giong n6i xa xam tw
Trung tam Florida. Nhitng ngwdi han chwa hé gap mat.

Ciling nhuw han chwa hé tan mat thay chiéc may bay minh da lai trong phi
vu d6, chwa hé chay doc ban tay ctia minh lén than may bay nhw da ting
lam vd&i chiéc F-16 ctia han. Han chwa hé tan mat thay chiéc may bay khong
nguoi lai nao.

Tw xa.

Nguwai linh va vii khi.

Ngudi linh va muc tiéu.

Tw xa.

Tw xa.

“Hinh nhv c6 hai, khong, ba nguoi trong phong.”

“Anh c6 nhdn dién chdc chan la Moreno khong?”

“Do la... hoi bi choi. Buoc roi, do roi. Co. Téi nhan dién duoc nhiém
vuy. T6i thdy y roi.”

Suy nghi cua Shales bi r6i loan. Nhir may bay 16n vong: noi khiép dam
khi biét minh da giét ba ngudi dan 6ng vo t6i, sau d6 bi bat vi tdi muwu sat
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mot nguwdi. Va roi phat hién ra Shreve Metzger da thué mot chuyén vién dé
phi tang chitng ct cta phi vy, giét nhan chitng, cai qua bom ay.

Tat ca nhitng diéu nay lam han vé co ban ngo ra rang nhitng gi han dang
lam cho NIOS la sai trai.

Barry Shales tirng lai nhiéu phi vu chién dau tai Iraq. Han tirng tha bom,
phong tén Itva va chac chan giét chét mot s6 ké thu, ho trg cac chién dich
mat dat. Khi ta tham chién truc tiép, cho du xac suat thang nghiéng vé phia
ta, nhw doi véi hau hét cac chién dich quan sy cia My, van con xac suat
mot ké thu nao do c6 thé triét ha ta bang héa lwc sing Stinger, AK-47.
Ngay cad mot vién dan duy nhat tir nong sung nap dan cua nguoi Kurd cling
lam duoc.

D6 1a chién tran. Chién tranh la thé.

Vi vay n6 mdi cong bang. Bai vi ta biét quan thu. Rat dé nhan ra chiing:
Chung la nhitng ké muon giét ta ngay va luon.

Nhung ngoi trong Buong Khir, cach xa hang nghin cay s6, xung quanh la
16p 16p cac tin tinh bao c6 thé chinh xac hodc khéng (hodc da bi stra doi),
cam giac lai rat khac. Lam sao ta biét nguwdoi bi goi la “ké thu” co6 that sy
nhw vay? Lam sao ta biét dugc?

Va roi ta tré vé nha, bon mwoi phit sau, quay quan ctung nhitng nguoi cé
thé cling vo6 t0i khong khac gi nhitng nguoi ta vira giét trong tich tac.

A, ma em ndy, mua mét it thuéc Nyquil danh cho con nit. Sammy ci? sut
sit mdi. Anh quén di mua thudc roi.

Shales nham mat lai, du dwa trén ghé dai.

Han biét Shreve Metzger c6 céi gi dé bat thuwong - tinh khi y, nhitng lic y
mat ty chd, nhitng ban bao cdo tinh bdo c6 vé khong 6n, nhitng bai thuyét
giang veé su thiéng liéng ctia nwdc My. Khi gio, hé y bat dau bai cong kich
dam tinh cuéng My cta minh, thi y hét nhw mét phién ban trai ngwoc cua
Robert Moreno.

Khac chang la chang ai ghim mot vién dudi thuyén 10,67 li vao tén cuc
truang NIOS nay.

Tham chi con triéu tdp mot chuyén vién dé phi tang, cai thiét bi no tw ché
va giét nhan chitng.
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Tra tan...

Bat chgt, ng6i ¢ cai noi &m dam nay, phang phat mui nwéc tiéu va thuéce
tay rita, Barry Shales bong thay choang ngop. Nhiéu nam troi an chiva day
t0i 16i dang tia vé nhan chim han, bong ma cua nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng, dan
ba trong cai hang cho khét tiéng ay, nhitng nguwdi han da giét, dang boi vé
phia han ngay lic nay, dé kéo han xuéng dwdi mdt thay triéu mau den
ngom. Nhiéu nam mang than phan ngwoi khac - Don Bruns, Samuel
McCoy, Billy Dodd... Thi thoang, tai ctta hang hay trong phong cho rap
chiéu bong, khi Marge goi tén that ctia han, han lai ling ting vi khong biét
chéc co dy dang noi chuyén vai ai.

Khai ra Metzger th6i, han tw nha. C6 rat nhiéu théng tin trén chiéc dién
thoai Don Bruns ctia han, da dé giam 1é6ng tén cuc truong NIOS trong mot
thoi gian dai - néu 16 ra chuyén y dd mé may cho chitng cit va thué chuyén
vién khit nhan chitng tai day. Han c6 thé cho Laurel ma s6 dung dé ma hoa,
tép chia khéa dw phong va cac dién thoai cung tai liéu khac ma bay lau han
van gitr.

Ky ttc vé tén luat s dy quay trd lai. Han khong thich tén nay mot chat
nao. Cé6 vé nhu bay lau nay Rothstein lam viéc cho mot céng ty tai
Washington. Nhung cong ty nao thi gd khong doi nao tiét 16. Lic hai nguoi
gdp nhau sau khi Laurel di khoi, tay luat sv tw nhién dam phan tam, vwa
giai thich v&i Shales vé dién bién sap t6i ctia vu an vira giti nhan tin nhan
trén dién thoai. C6 vé nhu thai d6 cta ga da thay doi: Nhw thé ga néi hay
lam gi thi Shales cling sé tieu doi.

La lung la tén nay chwa biét nhiéu vé Shreve Metzger nhung lai biét rd
vé NIOS. Rothstein hinh nhw lam viéc tai Washington nhiéu hon tai day.
L&i khuyén cta ga vao thoi diém nay rat don gidn: khong n6i mot 101 gi véi
bat ky ai vé bat ky diéu gi. Bon ho sé tim cach khién han nhugng bg, Nance
Laurel 1a mét con a ltra loc, Itva loc ddy nhé, anh hiéu y t6i ma, Barry. A néi
gl cling dung tin.

Shales da gidi thich la Metzger c6 thé da thyc hién mot s6 hanh dong xau
xa khi tim cach che day vu an. “Chang han nhu, t6i nghi c6 thé y da giét ai
roi.”
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“P6 khong phai van dé cta chung ta.”

“Phai chit sao khong,” Shales néi. “Day chinh la van dé ctua ching ta.”

Tay luat st nhan mat tin nhan m@i. Ga xem man hinh mot lic lau. Ga noéi
minh phai di. Ga sé s6m lién lac lai.

Rothstein di khai.

Con Barry Shales thi bi mang xuéng duwéi nay tam giam, m0t minh trong
can phong im ang va hang mui.

Nhiéu khodnh khac tr6i qua, mot ngan nhip tim, bat tan, thi han nghe
tiéng ctra réo m& ¢ dau kia ctia hanh lang. Tiéng buwdc chan lai gan.

Co 1& d6 la mot ngudi linh gac tdi triéu hoi han dén mot bubi gap mat
khac. Vai ai? Rothstein chang? Hodc la Nance Laurel, nguoi sé ngo y cho
han mét thoa thuan nhan t6i vitng chac.

Doi lai han phai khai ra Shreve Metzger.

Tat cd moi thit kéu gao han nén lam vay. Bo ndo han, con tim han, lwong
tdm han. Va hay nghi dén canh cyc hinh khi phdi song thé nay: gap go
Marge va I con trai qua mot 6 ctra thuy tinh ddy m& mong. Han sé khong
bao gi¢ thay bon tré hoc thé thao, khong bao gi¢ thady ching vao nhitng
bubi sang nghi 1. Va chuing sé 16n 1én gitta nhitng 16i ché nhao va phai
chiu dung cyc hinh vi c6 mot nguoi cha tu toi.

Sy vO vong cuda tinh canh lam han kiét qué, btia vay quanh han va boép
nghet han. Han muon thét 1én. Nhung nhitng hdu qua nay lai chinh la 16i
ctia han. Han da quyét dinh gia nhap NIOS, dé giét ngudi bang nit bam tw
khodng cach ntta vong trai dat.

Nhung twu trung lai 1a nhw thé nay: Ta khong khai ra dong d6i ctia minh.
Du ding hay sai. Barry Shales thd dai. Metzger an toan ro6i, it nhat la khéng
phai do han khai ra. Nhitng xa lim nhw thé nay sé la nha han trong hai
muoi, ba muoi nam téi.

Han dang sap stta cho Nance Laurel biét cdi tin c6 ta khong mudn nghe
thi budc chan bén ngoai dirng lai va canh ctta mé ra ron rang.

Han bat mot tiéng cuwoi khan. Co vé nhu chuyén viéng tham nay khong
lién quan gi dén han. Mot nguwdi linh gac ran réi nguwoi My goc Phi dang
giao dén mot tu nhan khac, mot ké con to con hon ca ngudi linh gitt chia,
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mot ga khong 16, ban thiu, téc béng 16n. Cach bén kia phong ma mui co thé
ctia ga nay lan téa nhw s6ng lan trén mat ho tinh 1ang.

Ga nhiu mat nhin Iwét qua Shales réi xoay nguwoi va thay linh géac liéc
nhin cd hai ngudi bon hog, dong ctra xa lim réi buéc di khuat doc hanh lang.
Tén tu nhan mdi bén khac nho trén san.

Tay phi cong méay bay khong nguoi 14i ditng day doi dén goc xa hon cia
xa lim.

Tén tu nhan kia van yén vi, dau quay di. Song tay linh khong quan cé
cam giac gd nay cam nhan dwgc nhat ci nhat dong cha tay chan Shales,
moi hanh dong ruc rich trén chiéc ghé dai, moi hoi thd cua han.

Nha mdi ctia minh...
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“Anh chac khong?” Laurel hdéi.

“Chac,” Rhyme néi, “Barry Shales vo t0i. Han va Metzger khong phai la
nguyén nhan gay ra cai chét cia de la Rua.”

Laurel dang chau may.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy néi, “T6i... c6 mot thit t6i da khong thay.”

“Thit gi, Rhyme?” Sachs hoi.

Anh quan sat thay gwong mat cia Nance dam citng do mot lan nita, day
la cach 6 ta phan &ng v6i noi dau. Vu an vo gia cta c6 ta mot lan nita dang
tan thanh may khéi tredc mat minh.

Dung hong co6 gi ngan can duoc toi...

Sellitto noi, “Néi vdi toi nao, Linc. Chuyén quai gi day?”

Mel Cooper van im lang va to mo.

Rhyme giai thich, “Nhin cac vét thwong di.” Anh phong 16n tdm dnh giai
phau tir thi, tap trung vao cac vét rach trén mat va cd 6ng nha bao.

R6i anh chuyén dén mot anh khac lién sau: anh chup chinh hién truong
vu an. De la Rua nam ngtra, mau chdy rong rong tir cac vét cat nay. Minh
mady ong ta day manh kinh. Nhung thuc té khong c6 manh nao gam vao vét
thvong nao.

“Tai sao trwdc day t6i lai khong nghi ra?” Rhyme lau bau. “Xem s6 do
cac vét rach trén ban bao cao giai phau tir thi kia. Xem di! Céc vét thwong
chi day vai li. Manh kinh v& phdai day hon nhiéu chi¢. Ma lam sao tat ca cac
vét thwong lai déu nhau dén vay? Trudc gio t6i chi thay vét thwong, dén gio
md&i nhin ra vét thuwong.”

“Ong ta bi dam chét.” Sellitto noi, dau gat gu.
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“Nhat dinh phai vay,” Rhyme néi. “Ludi dao nay day mot dén ba li, sau
hai dén ba phan.”

Sachs: “Va hung thu quang mdt it thuy tinh vao xac de la Rua dé dung
hién treong nhw thé 6ng ta vo6 tinh bi thiét mang, la thiét hai ngoai y.”

Nhap cho ca phé ngot lim caa minh, Sellitto lau bau, “Khon chét me.
Han giét lu6n tay vé si, cung mét cach ay. B&i vi néu con song anh ta sé la
nhan chitng. Nhung ai gay an mdéi dugc?”

Rhyme néi, “Hién nhién la X165. Ta biét han & gan day phong 1200
quanh thoi diém chiéc mdy bay khong nguoi 14i tdn cong. Va nhé rang dao
la hung khi han lya chon.”

Sachs noi, “Ta con biét mot diéu nita: X165 la chuyén vién. Han khong
lam cho vui. Han lam viéc cho mot ké nao d6 - mot ké mudn 6ng nha bao
chét.”

Rhyme néi, “Dung, sép song ctia han la ké ching ta can.” Mat anh nhin
vao so do mot lan nita. “Nhung y la thang quai nao day?”

“Metzger,” Pulaski noi.

“Chac thé,” Rhyme n6i cham cham.

Laurel n6i, “La ai di nita thi ké nay cling biét Moreno sé dén Bahamas va
mot chi 1énh STO sé duwoc thi hanh. Va ca thoi diém thi hanh.”

“Tan binh, cau diéu tra vu déng co. Cau la chuyén gia vé ong nha bao
Argentina cta ching ta ma. Ké nao lai mu6n o6ng dy chét chit?”

Pulaski héi, “Tim hiéu nhitng cdu chuyén ma 6ng ay dang viét, nhitng
cau chuyeén gay tranh cai chang?”

“Cai day thi di nhién. Va nhitng ké ma 6ng ay choc gian nita. Nhung toi
con muodn biét cudc séng ca nhan ctia 6ng ay - quen nhitng ai, tirng dau tw
ra sao, gia dinh nhu thé nao, ti'ng di nghi mat ¢ dau, s& hitu bat dong san

I»

gl.

“Y anh 12 tat tan tat? Ching han nhv dng ay ngt vdi ai ludn?”

“Phai, tim dugc gi thi tim hét.”

Su6t mot tiéng dong ho, roi hai tiéng, Pulaski, v6i sw gitip d& ctia Sachs,
dao sau vao cudc doi ca nhan va sy nghiép ctia 6ng nha bao va téi vé nhitng
bai bao lan bai viét trén mang ctia 6ng ma ho tim dwgc.
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Ho in ra hét r6i mang dén chiéc ban tredc mat Rhyme.

Cau canh sét trai cho tai liéu nay ra roi nha khoa hoc hinh sy bat dau doc
qua céc tai liéu nao viét bang tiéng Anh. R6i anh triéu tap Pulaski, “Ron,
toi can cau lam Berlite.”

“Ai chw?”

“Dich may cai tit nay di.” Chi tay vé phia cac bai bao tiéng Tay Ban Nha
ma de la Rua da viét.

Trong mot gio tiép theo, ho doc hét cho bai viét nay, Rhyme hoi dén dau
Pulaski dich nhanh va chinh xac dén doé.

Cudi cung, Rhyme nguwéc 1én nhin cho bang trang.

VU MUU SAT ROBERT MORENO

Hién Truwong 1.

— Ddy phong 1200, Khach san South Cove, Bdo New Providence,
Bahamas (“Buong Khtt”).

— 9 thang 5.

* Nan Nhan 1: Robert Moreno.

— NNTV: vét thvong duy nhdt do dan ban vao nguc.

— Thoéng tin bé sung: Moreno, 38 tudi, cong ddn My, kiéu ddn, song tai
Venezuela. Chéng My kich liét. Biét danh: “Stt gia Chdn ly”. Pinh “bién
mdt vao khong trung”, 24 thang 5. Co thé dinh dén bién c6 khiing bo tai
Mexico vao ngay 13 thdng 5, dugc cho la bdy lau luén kiém nguoi “cho noé
tung” vao ngdy nay.

— O tai thanh phé New York ba ngay, tir 30 thdng 4 dén 2 thdng 5. Muc
dich?

— 1 thang 5, dung dich vu cong ty Elite Limousines.

— Tai xé Tash Farada (tai xé thuong Idi la Vlad Nikolov bi 6m. Dang
dinh vi).

— Dong tai khoan tai ngan hang American Independent Bank and Trust
va co thé tai cdc ngdn hang khdc nira.

— Doén nguoi phu nit tén Lydia, tai duong Lexington va duong S6 52, di
cung y cd ngay. Gdi mgi dam? Tra tién cho c6 ta? Pang khdo sdt hién
truong dé biét nhan than.
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— Ly do c6 tu twong chong My: Ban than bi linh My giét trong cudc xam
lvoc Panama, nam 1989.

— Chuyeén di cudi cta Moreno dén My. Sé khéng bao gio' quay lai.

— Cudc gdp madt tai phé Wall. Muc dich? Dia diém?

* Nan Nhan 2: Eduardo de la Rua.

— NNTV: Mdt mdu. Kinh v& do dan bdn bay khdp noi cdt triing nhiéu
cho.

— Thoéng tin bo sung: Nha bdo, phéng van Moreno. Sinh tai Puerto
Rico, song tai Argentina.

* Nan Nhan 3: Simon Flores.

— NNTV: Mat mdu. Kinh v do dan ban bay khdp noi cat triing nhiéu
cho.

— Théng tin bo sung: Vé si cia Moreno. Cong ddan Brazil, séng tai
Venezuela.

* Nghi Can 1: Shreve Metzger.

— Cuc trudong, Cuc Tinh bdo va Chi huy Quoc gia (NIOS).

— Tdm than khéng 6n dinh? Thuong ndéng ndy.

— Chinh stra chitng ct¥ dé phé chuan phi phdp Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém.

— Bad ly hén. Bang Ludt, Dai hoc Yale.

* Nghi Can 2: Ké ban tia.

— Mat danh: Don Bruns.

— Cuc Thoéng tin dang khai thdc thong tin vé Bruns.

— Két qud am tinh.

— CO6 thé la ké ngu tai khdch san South Cove, ngay 8 thdng 5. Nguoi da
trdng, nam, khodng 35 tudi, téc ndu nhat cdt ngdn, giong My, gay nhung
sdn chdc, c6 ddng vé “qudn déi.” Hoi vé Moreno.

— C6 thé la ké néi giong My dd goi cho khdch san South Cove vao ngay
7 thdng 5 dé xdc nhdn viéc Moreno dén khdch san. Goi tir s6 c6 md viung &
My.

— Bd co dit liéu giong noi.

» Bdo cdo hién trwong vu an, bdo cao kham nghiém ti thi, cac chi tiét
khéac sé bd sung sau.
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» Tin don vé cac cac-ten ma ty ding sau cac vu trtt khir nay. Xem ra kho
c6 kha nang.

Hién Truong 2.

— Noi Don Bruns an ndp, cdch 1.829 mét tinh tir Buéng Khir, ddo New
Providence, Bahamas.

— 9 thang 5

— Bdo cdo hién trudng sé bé sung sau.

* Diéu tra b6 sung.

— Xdc dinh nhdn than cta Ké t6 gidc.

— Déi twrgng vo danh da ro ri Ménh lénh Ddc nhiém.

— Gui qua email ndc danh.

— Truy dugc la di qua Dai Loan dén Romania dén Thuy Dién. Guri tir
khu vuc New York trén mang Wi-Fi cong cong, khong st dung mdy cht
chinh phu.

— Dung mady tinh cil, ¢é 1é ttr 10 ndm trudc, iBook, hodc la kiéu vo so,
hai tong mau trong do c6 mau sang khac (nhw xanh la hodc mau vo quyt).
Hodc la kiéu truyén théng, mau than chi, nhwng day hon nhiéu so véi mdy
tinh xdach tay ngay nay.

— Mot ké trong xe con mau nhat theo doi tham tir A. Sachs. Hiéu xe va
doi xe chua xdc dinh.

Di nhién la vay, tat nhién...

“T6i nghi t6i hiéu ra r6i. Toi can ndi chuyén lai véi Mychal Poitier. Con
Thom, mang xe du lich dén day.”

“Xe...”

“Xe du lich day! Ching ta sé di mot vong. Sachs, em di luon. Ma em cé
mang theo sting, diing khong? A, ai d6 goi cho bén tam giam nita. Bao ho
tha Barry Shales ra. Anh chang chiu dung vay ciling da r6i.”
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Con nguodi gay gudc nam muoi tudi nay la mot ké chung than trong S&
Cai huan.

Tuy nhién, 6ng khong phai la ti nhan ma la linh gac va van lu6n la linh
gac trong sudt sy nghiép cia minh. Ong that ra thich cong viéc nay, lua
nguoi ta di qua Ham MG.

Biét danh ctia chén nay day - ding ra la Khu phttc hgp Tam giam
Manbhattan - ggi 1én hinh dnh mot noi con t6i té hon ca hién thyc. Cai tén
nay co6 tw thap ky 80 va rat thich hgp dé dat cho mot nha tu theo phong cach
lang md Ai Cap, xay trén mot dam lay bi 1ap cau tha (hoa vao mui hwong
va khong khi bénh tat téa khap noi nay) va toa lac tai quan Five Points khét
tiéng cua Manhattan - duwgc xem la “noi nguy hiém nhat trai dat” ldc bay
gio.

That ra, Him M0 ngay nay chi la mot trai tam giam binh thwong, co6 diéu
no 1én kinh khung.

Ong linh géac goi vao dién thoai ndi bd, st dung mat khau trong ngdy dé
md ctra r6i sdi bwdc doc 16i hanh lang, dén mot cum cac xa lim biét 1ap
danh riéng cho tu nhan ca biét.

Chang han nhw ngwdoi ong sap gap. Barry Shales.

Trong sudt hai muwoi tdm nam lam linh géc tai day, ong da ty ren luyén
cho ban than théi quen khong dwa ra y kién gi vé nhitng ngudi nam dwéi sy
quan thic cua minh. Nhitng ké giét tré con va nhitng tén t6i pham c6 con
trang da bién thu ti nhitng ké biét dau dang bi bién thua... doéi véi ong
chang cé gi khac biét. Viéc ctia 6ng la gitt trat ty va bao dam hé thong chay
tron tru. Va con lam diu b6t khoang thoi gian kho khan ma nhitng nguoi
nay dang trai qua.
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Suy cho cung, day khong phai nha tu ma chi la trai tam giam, noi nguoi
ta tam & lai chd duwgc bdo lanh hodc chuyén dén trai giam Rikers hoac,
trong kha nhiéu treong hgp, dwgc phong thich vinh vién. Moi nguoi ¢ day
duwgc gia dinh la vo t6i. Nwdc M§ van hanh nhu thé.

Song lic nay, ong dang di vé phia xa lim ctia mot ngwoi dan ong rat khac
biét va ong linh gac qua that c6 y kién vé han. Viéc han bi tdng giam vao
day dung la bi kich.

Ong linh gé4c khong biét nhidu vé lai lich Barry Shales. Nhung 6ng biét
chac han tirng la phi cong khong quan tirng tham chién tai Iraq. Va biét
hién han lam viéc cho chinh phu, chinh pht lién bang.

Vay ma han lai bi bat gitt vi to6i muu sat. Nhung khong phai muu séat vg
hay nhan tinh ctia vg hay dai loai vdy. Ma muu sat mot tén khiing b6 khon
kiép nao do.

Bi bat gitt, mac du han la nguwdi linh, mac du han la ngudi hung.

Va 6ng linh gac biét tai sao han lai ¢ day: vi chinh tri. Han bi bat bai vi
cai dang khong cam quyén phai choi xé dang cam quyén, bang cach x toi
anh chang t0i nghiép nay lam guong.

Ong linh gac dén xa lim roi nhin qua ctta s6.

La lung.

Co6 mot ti nhan khac trong xa lim, m6t nguwdi ong linh gac chwa biét. Ga
ta & day qud la vo ly. C6 mét xa lim trong khac ma nhé ra tén nay phai vao
do6. Tén tu nhan mdéi dang ngo6i 1éch vé mot bén, than thd nhin cham cham
vé phia trwdc. Céi nhin khién 6ng linh gadc cam thay khong yén. Cap mat
néi cho ta biét tat ca vé nhitng ké ¢ day, nhiéu hon han so vdi nhitng tht tao
lao t* miéng bon ho.

Ma Shales bi gi thé? Han dang nam nghiéng trén chiéc ghé dai, lung
hwéng vé ctra. Han khéng nhtic nhich.

Ong géc gd mat khau vao roi cita m& ra sau mot tiéng re.

“Nay, Shales?”

Khong ctr dong.

Tén tu nhan th hai tiép tuc nhin cham cham vao twong. Thang khon
dang sg, 6ng linh gac nghi, va 6ng chang phdi loai ngudi dung bira bai cai
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cum tir ay.

“Shales?” Ong linh gac buéc dén gan.

Dot nhién tay phi cong nay nhic nhich réi ngéi ddy. Han xoay nguoi lai
cham cham. Ong linh gac thdy Shales dang 1ay tay bum mét. Hin khéc ndy
gio.

Chang c6 gi dang xau ho. Chuyén com bita & day.

Shales chui mat.

“Ditng day di, Shales. Co tin nay chac anh thich nghe 1am.”
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Tai ban lam viéc ctia minh, Shreve Metzger nghe tiéng coi hu nhung
chang nghi nggi gi vé né.

Suy cho cung, day la Manhattan. Lic nao ma ché nghe thay tiéng coi hu.
Ciling nhu nghe thay tiéng la 6, tiéng coi xe, thi thodng cé tiéng thét, tiéng
hdi du kéu. Tiéng no po6 phut Itta ngwoc... Cha, dya vao nhitng am thanh
ngan roi rac, dé thuwong do la tiéng no po6 phut lira ngwoc.

Chi 1a bitc tranh nén nhiéu mau cta thanh ph6. Y chang buo6n dé y, nhat
la Iic nay, khi dang tim cach dap tat dam Ira ri'ng cuéng no ma chi 1énh
dac nhiém Robert Moreno da tré thanh.

Sy hon don nay xoay quanh y, mot con 16c¢ Itra: Barry Shales va thang to
giac khon kiép cung con a cong to vién va nhitng ké bén trong lan bén
ngoai chinh phu da sap dat chwong trinh Ménh 1énh Dac nhiém.

Chang bao lau nita sé cé nhiéu bui nhui nhen vao ngon lta am i: Bao
gioi.

RO6i di nhién, lvgn 16 quan sat trén cao, 1a Phu Thay.

Y tu héi “h6i nghi ngan sach” dang quyét nghi chuyén gi ngay lic nay.

Metzger nhan thay tiéng coi hu da ngirng.

Va ngurng ngay bén ngoai van phong y.

Y ditng ddy nhin xu6ng. Tai bdi xe cé cong chdn, noi dat Tram Diéu
khién Mat dat.

Vay la xong...

Xong xuoi.

Mot chiéc xe canh sat nguy trang noi bat véi den xanh nhdp nhay, mot
chiéc xe tuan tra ctia S& canh sat New York, mot chiéc xe du lich - c6 1€ 1a
t0 SWAT. Tét ca ctta xe déu md. Khong thdy canh sat dau.
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Nhung Shreve Metzger biét bon ho & dau. Di nhién biét chac.

Mot diéu chi lat sau da dugce xac nhan khi tay linh gac ti dwdi 1au goi
cho y trén duwong day an ninh va héi bang mot giong khong chac chan,
“Cuc trwdng?” Anh ta dang hang r6i noi tiép, “Cé mot s6 canh sat dén day
gdp anh.”
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Lincoln Rhyme nhin la biét, Shreve Metzger rat kinh ngac khi thdy anh,
y ddo mat 1én xuéng nhin nha khoa hoc hinh su.

Co6 1€ canh anh ngoi xe lan da lam y choang. Nhung nhét dinh y da biét
tir lau. Bac thay veé tinh bao nay bady lau han da khai thac 1y lich ctia nhitng
ai c6 lién quan dén cudc diéu tra Moreno.

C6 1€ su ngac nhién nay, mia mai thay, nam & cho trong Rhyme lai khoe
khoan hon tay cuc trudng NIOS. Rhyme dé y vé ngoai hién tir cia Metzger:
toc lwa thwa, voc dang hoc hac, cung cap kinh day com, gong mau be, trén
moi trong c6 mot vét nhoe. Rhyme c¥ twéng mot ga ki€m song nho viéc thi
thodng giét nguwoi sé gém ghiéc va quy quyét hon. Metzger quan sat
Rhyme, v&i voc dang day co bap, mai toc ram, mat chit dién. Y chép mat,
mot nét mat bi hiém dam chat Nance Laurel.

Tén nay ngoi xuong ban lam viéc va chuyén anh nhin - lan nay la mot cai
nhin khong chit ngac nhién - vé phia Sachs va Sellitto. Chi c6 ho & day,
Laurel khong cé mat. Rhyme truedc do da giai thich day la van dé cta phia
canh sat, khong mang tinh chét t6 tung. Va mac du xac suat kha thap,
nhung cudc vay bat 1an nay c6 thé sé nguy hiém.

Anh nhin quanh. Van phong kha so sai. Rat it do trang tri, mot s6 cuon
sach xem ra chwa ai doc - gy sach chwa nitt - nam trén nhitng chiéc ké bira
bai do6. Vai tu ho so cé nhitng 6 khéa to twdng, cai thi mé bang ma s6, cai
thi mé& bang anh quét mong mat. D6 dac thyc dung, chang an nhap gi nhau.
Trén tran nha, mot dén do chdp nhdy trong im lang. Rhyme biét n6 bao
hiéu sy hién dién ctia khach dwéi thdm quyén bao mat va tat ca cc tai liéu
mat nén dugc cat di hodc dé ap mat.

Mot viéc ma Metzger da nghiém tic chap hanh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Bang tong giong khé khang, ma van day tuw chq, tay cuc trudng NIOS
néi, “Cac anh nén biét tdi sé khéng noéi gi v4i cac anh hét.”

Lon Sellitto - nhan vién chdp phap thdm nién & day - toan dap tra nhung
Rhyme cit ngang bing mot cau héi: “Ong dinh khoi ra Diéu khoan T6i
thugng chur gi?”

“T6i khong ng anh cau trd 10i nao hét.”

Pha v& chinh 161 thé im lang cday.

Dot nhién ban tay Metzger bat dau run rdy. Mat y nhiu lai va nhip the
cta y dwong nhu don dap hon. Hién twgng nay xady dén trong tich tac. Sy
bién doi that dang sg. Nhanh gon nhu con ran dang lang thinh bong vo lay
con chudt bang nanh.

“Cac nguoi nghi mudn xo6ng me vao ddy...” Y phdi ngt'ng néi. Ham y
nghién lai qua chat.

Bdy ldu y c6 vin dé vé cdm xuc. Chu yéu la hay ndi nong...

“Nay, binh tinh chut di, dwgc chwra?” Sellitto n6i. “Néu chiing t6i mudn
bat anh, Metzger a, thi anh bi bat r6i. Nghe anh ay néi di. Me kiép.”

Rhyme nh¢ lai, m6t cach triu mén, nhitng ngay ho con sat canh bén
nhau. Cach lam viéc ctia ho khong phdi la c6m t6t/cGm xdu. Ma la cém
meém déo/cém hung ho.

Metzger binh tinh. “Vay thi...?” Y véi tay vao ngan kéo.

Rhyme dé y thdy Sachs hoi danh lai, ban tay ha vé phia vii khi cta cé6.
Nhung tay cuc tredng NIOS chi rit ra kém bam méng. R6i y dat kém
xuong ma khéng bam.

Sellitto ban giao cho Rhyme bang mot cai gat dau.

“Con bay gio, ching ta c6 mdt tinh hudng can phai duoc... gidi quyét.
T6 chitc cta anh da ban hanh mot Ménh 1énh Pac nhiém.”

“T6i chang hiéu anh dang noi gi nita.”

“Lam on di.” Rhyme nhdc mot ban tay ra chiéu sot rudt. “Mot chi 1énh
STO hong khit mot ngwdi xem ra la vo toi. Nhung ddy la chuyén gitta anh,
lwong tdm anh va - ¢6 1é - mot vai phién nghi sy Qudc hoi kha gay go cho
anh. D6 khong phdi chuyén cua ching téi. Ching t6i dén day vi can tim
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mot nguwdi bay lau giét cac nhan chitng c6 lién quan dén sy vu Moreno.
Va...”

“Néu anh muén néi béng néi gié la NIOS...”

“Pa trieu tap mot chuyen vien ha?” Sachs noi.

Metzger lai run ray. Chac han y dang tw hoi, Sao bon ching lai biét dugc
thuat nglt d6? Sao bon ching lai biét dwgc chuyén nay? Y lap bap, “T6i
khong hé, va cling chwa bao gio ra 1énh cho ai lam vay.”

No6i bang my tir quan liéu.

Lam vay...

Sellitto quat, “Nhin c6 tay anh di, Metzger. Nhin di. Anh bi cong ha? T6i
c6 thdy cai cong nao dau. Anh c6 thay céi cong nao khong?”

Rhyme noi tiép, “Ching toi biét d6 la mot nguwdi khac. Nén ching toi
méi dén day. Chuing toi can anh gidp tim ra han.”

“Giup cac nguoi?” Metzger dap bang mot nu cwdi chéng vanh. “Vi ly do
khi gi6 gi toi phai gitip nhitng ké muodn danh sdp mdt cuc quan trong cua
chinh pha? Mot cuc thuc thi cong viéc trong yéu la bao vé cong dan an toan
truedc ké thu cua ching ta?”

Rhyme nhin y cham chdp véi vé ché nhao va ngay ca tay cuc truéng
NIOS nay dwdng nhv cling nhan ra 16i néi béng bay cua y la thai qua.

“Tai sao anh nén giup ha?” Rhyme lap lai. “Toi chgt nghi ra dwgc hai ly
do. Thi nhat, dé anh khdi thua vi can t6i can trd tw phap. Anh da phat dong
chién dich ngan chan vu diéu tra. Anh theo doi viéc Moreno tit bo qudc tich
My, cé 1é bang cach giat day nhitng ngudi trong B6 Ngoai giao. D€ roi xem
rot cudc anh c6 lam chuyén nay dung trinh ti khéng, chac sé hay ho lam
day. Chung t6i chac chan anh da nho Barry Shales, cac nhan vién trong
bién ché va nhan vién hgp déng cia NIOS ma anh hgp tac lam an, phi tang
chitng c cua chuwong trinh may bay khong nguwoi lai STO, anh b&i moc
thong tin cac diéu tra vién. Anh xam nhap dién thoai, chan dwong di cta
email, muwon thong tin tin hiéu tir ban be tai Langley va Fort Meade.”

Sachs noi bang mét giong cwong nghi, “Anh danh cap bénh an ca nhan.”

C0 va Rhyme trwdc do da thao luan bang cach nao dai tuy Bill Myers lai
lay dwoc cac ho so vé bénh trang ctia ¢ ti* bac si chinh hinh. Ho két luan
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rang ai d6 tai NIOS da xam nhap vao cho bénh an nay roi guwi dén cédp trén
cua Sachs.

Metzger cup mat xuong. Mot s thira nhan cam lang.

“Con ly do thit hai dé gitp chung t6i w? Anh va NIOS bi gai bay - bi
muon tay dé muwu sat mét nguwdi. Va ching téi la nhitng ngwdi duy nhat cé
thé gitp anh tom tht pham.”

Gio Rhyme c6 dugc toan bg sy cha y ctia Metzger.

“Anh ndi chuyén gi da xay ra co?”

Rhyme dap, “To6i da nghe mot s6 ngwdi noéi béng gié la anh dang 1gi
dung chitc vu dé giét bat ky ai ma anh nghi khong yéu nuwéc hay chong My.
T6i khong nghi vay. T6i nghi anh thwe sy tin Moreno 1a mét m6i hoa - béi
vi c6 ngurdi mudn anh nghi nhw vy nén ro ri tin tinh bao gia cho anh. bé
anh ban hanh mot chi 1énh STO hong thu tiéu ngudi nay. Va lam vay sé cho
hung tht that m6t co hdi muwu sat nan nhan ma han c6 y dinh giét.”

Metzger trong xui lo trong chdc lat. “Phai r6i! Moreno bi ban, nhitng
nguwoi khac trong phong hot hoang, sg hai. Hung tha 1én vao trong giét ké
han thye sy theo dudi. De la Rua, ldo phéng vién. Lo ta khi 4y dang viét
mot bai phanh phui vé vu tiéu cyc gi ddy, nén cé nguwdi mudn lao chét.”

“Khong, khong, khong,” Rhyme ndéi, mac du anh lién thita nhan ngay,
“Pung. Ban dau t6i cling nghi nhuw vdy. Nhung roi t6i nhan ra vay la sai.”
Cau noéi nay dwgc budng ra nhw mot 1oi thi nhan. That vay, anh van buyc
doc vi da voi vang két luan vé 6ng nha bao ma khong xem xét tit ca cac dir
kién.

“Vay la ai...?” Metzger nhac hai ban tay 1én, vé r6i ram.

Amelia Sachs dwa ra cau tra 10i. “Simon Flores, vé si ciua Moreno. Ga
mdi la muc tiéu ngay ttr dau.”

https://thuviensach.vn



85

“De la Rua la nha bao chuyén nganh, viét bai cho mot &n pham vé kinh
doanh,” Rhyme gidi thich. “Ching t6i da xem hét nhitng bai bao gan day
ctia 6ng ta dé xem ong nay ldc day dang viét vé dé tai gi. Toan nhitng ky s
nhan vat, phan tich kinh doanh, kinh té hoc, dau tw. Khong c6 phéng su
diéu tra, khong bai viét phanh phui nao. Khéong c6 bai gi gay tranh cai ca.”

Vé doi tu cua 6ng nha bao nay, Pulaski khéng tim ra dugc thi gi co thé
1a dong co khién hung thii ndo d6 muén tha tiéu 6ng ta. Ong ta khong dinh
liu gi dén phi vu lam an m¢ am hay hoat dong t6i pham nao, khong c6 ké
thu va ca nhan khong vieédng vao bat ky su sa nga veé luan ly nao - chang c6
gi dang tranh cai vé viéc 6ng ta ngu cung ai (hinh nhw chi c6 c6 vg tré hai
muoi ba tubi).

“Nén lac khong tim dwgc dong co,” Rhyme néi tiép, “t6i phai héi dau la
diém la lung? T6i xem lai chitng c&. Va vai phtt sau ng6 ra mot thit. Hoac
néi nhw thé nay thi ding hon, ngo ra s thiéu vang cia mot thiv. Cai dong
hé mat tich cda tay vé si, bi danh cap sau vu né sung. Pay la dong ho
Rolex. Hanh vi an cap thi khong c6 gi dang néi. Nhuwng tai sao mot veé si lai
deo dong ho tri gia nam nghin do 1a?”

Mat Metzger do ra.

“Sép cua ga, Robert Moreno, chang giau c6 gi, anh ta chi la m&t nha hoat
dong chinh tri kifm nha bdo. Biét dau anh ta cling kha rong rai véi nhan
vién cia minh nhung tréd lwong da dé bon ho mua dong hé Rolex u? Téi
khong nghi vay. Cach day nita tiéng, toi nho dau moi cia ching toi trong
FBI tim ly lich tay vé si. Flores c6 tai khoadn v@i tong tri gia sau triéu do la
trong nhiéu ngan hang khap ving Caribé. Mo6i thang ga nhan dugc nam
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muoi nghin do la tién mat t* mot tai khodn nac danh tai Quan dao
Cayman.”

Mat Metzger chép chdp. “Tén vé si nay khi ay dang tong tién ai dé.”

Ta khé ma lanh dao dwgc mot nhém nhw NIOS néu khéng c6 dau éc tw
duy sac bén, nhung day ding 1a mot suy luan ddc biét t6t.

Rhyme gat gu, kem mot nu cwoi. “Toi nghi dung la vay. Toi nhé ngay
xdy ra vu tan cong tai khach san South Cove, c6 m6t an mang khac tai
Nassau. Mot luat sw. Bau méi trong Canh Iyc Bahamas cua toi cho téi danh
sach than chu cua luat su nay.”

Metzger n6i, “Tén vé s tat nhién nam trong s6 than chu cua luat sw nay.
Tén vé si Flores dé lai thong tin t6 cao cua minh cho vién luat s nay nho
bdo quan. Nhung ké bi tong tién da chan canh tra tién chudc hodc da hét
tién roi nén mai sai mot sat tha - chuyén vién nay day - giét tén vé si, giét
vién luat sw r6i danh cap thong tin dé phi tang.”

“Chinh x4c. Van phong vién luat s nay bi luc loi va khoang sach sau khi
nan nhan chét.”

Sellitto ném cho Metzger mot cdi liéc nhan nhé. “Y gioi day chi, Linc.
Y phai lam diép vién mdi dung.”

Tay cuc tredng lanh lung nhin anh tham t, roi néi tiép, “Co biét lam sao
tim ra ké bi tong tién khong?”

Sachs héi, “Ai gtti cho anh tin tinh bao gia vé Moreno, rang anh ta dang
1én ké hoach tdn cong Cong ty Khoan Loc Dau My?”

Metzger ngad ngudi ra sau, mat quét tran nha. “T6i khong néi cu thé cho
cd biét dugc. Day la thong tin mat. Chi can biét day la nhitng ndi gian tinh
bao tai My Latin ctia ching t6i va mot t6 chitc bao an khac caa My. Cac
noi gian dang tin cay.”

Rhyme dé xuat, “Cé khi nao c6 ngwdi ro ri tin tinh bao sai cho ho roi ho
gi cho anh khong?”

Vé mat ngo vuc nhat dan. “Cé thé, ai do biét cach cong dong tinh bao
lam viéc, ai d6 c6 nhiéu dau moi lién lac.” Ham Metzger lai run rdy mot
cach dang sg. Y chuyén ti* binh than sang gian dit qua rat nhanh. That
khién ngwoi khac bat an. “Nhwng lam sao tim ra ga?”
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“T6i cling dang xem xét chuyén do,” Rhyme néi. “Va t6i nghi mau chét
nam & ké t6 giac, nguwdi da ro ri chi 1énh STO.”

Metzger nhan mdt. “Tén phan phuc.”

“Bay lau anh da lam gi dé tim ra ga?”

“Tim kiém ga ngay dém,” Metzger dap mot cach rau 1i. “Nhung khong
c6 két qua. Chung t6i da sat hach tw cach tat ca nhitng ai c6 quyén truy cap
vao chi 1énh STO va tat ca déu vuot qua. Trg ly c4 nhan cua t6i la nguoi
cudi cung c6 lich hen sat hach kiém tra néi doi. Ba ay cé...” Y do dw. “...
ly do dé bat man véi chinh pha. Nhung ba ay ciling vugt qua dot sat hach,
van con vai ngudoi tai Washington chuing ta phai kiém tra mgi biét. Nhat
dinh phai bat nguén tir do, ching t6i nghi vay. C6 thé la can c quan su.”

“Homestead?”

Mot khoang nghi. “Toi khong néi dugc.”

Rhyme héi, “Ai phu trach vu diéu tra ndi bo nay?”

“Giam doc hanh chinh cta t6i, Spencer Boston.” Mot khoang nghi, khi y
bit gip cai nhin xuyén thdu cia Rhyme, 16i thoang nhin xuéng. “Ong ay
khong phai 1a nghi can dau. Lam sao 1a nghi can dugc? Ong dy dat dwoc loi
ich gi dau? Va lai, 6ng ay cling vuot qua dugce bai sat hach.”

Sachs: “Ong ta 14 ai méi dugc? Lai lich ctia dng ta nhu thé nao?”

“Spender tirng ¢ quan doi, dugc tang thuwdng huan chwong, la ciu nhan
vién CIA - hoat dong phan nhiéu tai Trung My. Nguoi ta goi ong ay la
‘chuyén gia thay doi thé ché’.”

Sellitto nhin Rhyme. “C6 nhé tai sao Robert Moreno chuyén sang chong
My khong? My xam lwgc Panama. Ban than ctia anh ta bi giét.”

Rhyme khong dap lai nhwng trong khi tdm tri anh quét qua cac so do
chitng ci, anh hoéi tay cuc tredng NIOS, “Vay nguwoi tén Boston nay chac
da duoc dao tao dé danh bai bai sat hach kiém tra néi doi roi.”

“Nghiém ttc ma no6i thi chac la vay. Nhung...”

“Ong ta c6 udng tra khong? Dung Splenda khong? A, c6 mic com 1@
xanh lam ré tién c6 sac mau nhot nhat, hoi bi thiéu tham my khong?”

Metzger nhin tran tréi. Mot 14t sau: “Ong ay uéng tra thdo dwogc vi bi
loét...”
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“A, van dé vé da day.” Rhyme liéc nhin Sachs. C6 gat dau déap lai.

“Pha vd@i chat tao ngot nao day, khéng bao gio dung duwong.”

“Con bo com lé cua ong ta?”

Metzger thé dai. “Ong dy mua hang tai Sears. Ma dung, vi 1y do nao day
ong ta thich céi sac xanh lé ky quac nay. T6i chang bao gid hiéu n6i.”
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“Nha dep day,” Ron Pulaski noi.

“U.” Sachs dang nhin quanh, hoi bi phan tam.

“Ma day la dau? Glen Cove ha?”

“Hodc la Vinh Oyster. Hai ch6 nay dai khai dinh lién nhau.”

B@& bién phia Bac cia Long Island la mot sy chap va nhiéu cong dong
nho, c6 nhiéu do6i nudi va cdy c6i hon phia Nam. Sachs khong théng thudc
khu viye nay. Co tirng dén day vi vu an lién quan dén mot tay dau ran Trung
Qudc - ti'c mot tay buén ngudi - cach day vai nam. Va tredc dé cd con nhg
canh twgng canh sat rwot dudi doc mot trong sd cac con dwong ngoan
ngoéo ¢ day. Cudc truy dudi khong dién ra lau. C6 nhéc Amelia mudi sau
tudi bay gio da dé dang thoat khoi toan canh sat hat Nassau, sau khi ho triét
phd mot vu dua xe duwong thang! 19! trai phép gan Garden City (cd da thing
vi danh bai hoan toan mot chiéc Dodge).

“Chi hoi hop ha?” Pulaski hoi.

“U. Ludn nhu vay tredc mot vu bé rap. Luon ludn.”

Amelia Sachs cam thay rang néu ta khong bon chon vao mot thoi khac
nhw vay thi cé gi d6 khéng on.

Mat khac, tir khi vu bat giit dwgc phé chuan nho hong an cua Lon Sellitto
va, cap trén anh ay, dai iy Myers, Sachs chwa hé mét lan nhay da thit minh,
moéc mong tay hay - that la - cAm thady hong hodc dau goi nhoi 1én mot chut
nao.

Hai nguwoi dang mac quan ao ban dac nhiém, do gidp va mii luGi trai den
nhung chi mang vi khi nhe bén hong.

Ho hién dang tién dén tu gia ctia Spencer Boston.
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Mot tiéng tredc, Shreve Metzger va Rhyme da nghi ra mot ké hoach cho
vu bo rap nay. Metzger néi véi Giam doc Hanh chinh cta y l1a Boston rang
sap c6 cac phién nghi sy vé két qua be bét cta chi Iénh STO Moreno. Y
muon dung tw gia ai d6 dé gap cac luat sw cia NIOS, ho c6 thé dung nha
ctia Boston va ong ta c6 thé dwa gia dinh di khéi nha ca ngay dwgc khong?

Boston dong y roi chay dén day ngay lap tic.

Khi Sachs va Pulaski tién gan dén can nha do so theo phong cach Thudc
dia, ho chitng lai, mat nhin quanh nhitng bai c6 gon gang, ritng cay vay
quanh, nhitng bui cay duwgc tao dang va nhitng khu vieon dugce cham séc rat
muc ti mi, gan nhuw la thai qua.

Gi0 cau canh sat dang thd con gap gap hon.

Chi hoi hop ha?...

Sachs dé y thay cau ta lo dang dui mot vét seo trén tran. D6 la di san dé
lai tir ci dam cta mot hung pham trong vu an dau tién hai ngudi lam viéc
cung nhau, cach day vai nam. Vét thvong ¢ dau nay rat nghiém trong va
cau suyt phai bo han nganh cénh sat vi s vu nay - han cau da suy sup, lam
canh sat 1a m6t phan cot yéu trong tdm thitc cau va la sgi day khang khit
budc chdt cau véi ngudi anh song sinh, cling la canh sat. Nhwng phan 16n
nhd c6 sy dong vién ctia Lincoln Rhyme, va chinh tdim gwong cua anh, ma
cau da vuot qua duoc khoang thoi gian phuc héi chitc nang toan dién roi
quyét dinh & lai lwc lwong.

Nhung vét thwong dé rat ndang va Sachs biét rang chitng cang thang sau
sang chdn van tiép tuc rinh rap.

Liéu minh c6 doi phd dwogc khong? Liéu minh cé nga quy vi ap luc
khong?

Co biét cau trad 1oi cho bo do6i cau hoi do, theo th tv trwdce sau, la cé va
khong. C6 mim cuwdi. “Ching ta di tom ké xau nao.”

“Dbong y.”

Ho tién nhanh dén ctta, vita boc & hai bén vira dé tay gan, nhung khong
cham vao vii khi cua minh.

Co gat dau.

Pulaski go cwra. “So canh sat New York. Mo ctra!”
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Tiéng dong tr bén trong.

“H4?” giong ndi vong ra. “Ai day?”

Cau canh sat kién tri. “S¢& canh sat New York! M@ ctra, néu khong chiing
toi sé xOng vao.”

Lai nghe tir bén trong: “Khi that.”

Mot khoanh khac tréi qua. Bu lau dé Boston chop 14y sung luc. Mac du
theo tinh toan cua ho thi ong ta sé khong lam vay.

Canh ctra g6 mau do mé ra va ngudi dan 6ng toc bac, té chinh, nhom ra
qua tdm luéi trén ctta. Ong ta lo ding vuét nép nhian ndi bat nhat trong
guwong mat kho khdoc, nhan nheo ctia minh.

“Pua hai tay lén, ong Boston.”

Ong ta dua tay len, tha dai. “Thao nao Shreve goi cho toi. Khong co6 hop
hanh gi c4, dung khong?”

Sachs va Pulaski x6c vao trong r6i co6 dong ctra.

Ong ta dung mot ban tay cao xuyén mai téc sum sué roi nhé rang nhé ra
minh phai dé hai tay cho ho thdy. Ong ta buéc lui lai, muén khing dinh
minh chang phai hiém hoa.

“Ong & mot minh ha?” ¢6 héi. “Gia dinh 6ng dau?”

“T6i @ mot minh.”

Sachs xét nhanh can nha trong khi Pulaski & lai vdi ké t6 giac.

Khi cd trd lai, Boston héi, “Chuyén nay la sao?” Ong ta v& vit phdn no
nhung khong c6 tac dung. Ong ta biét 1y do ho dén day.

“Ro ri chi 1énh STO t6i van phong céng td quan. Ching t6i kiém tra ho
so bay roi. Ong di nghi mét tai Maine vao ngdy 11 thang 5 nhung 6ng bay
lai New York vao buéi séng. Ong mang theo iBook dén quan Java Hut. Tai
1én tép anh quét caa chi 1énh khit dé giti dén cong t6 vién quan. Xong bay
tré vé vao chiéu hom ay.” Co noéi thém nhiéu chi tiét vé viéc truy ra nao
email, nao tach tra, nao goi Splenda va bo com lé xanh lam. Poan c0 hoi:
“Tai sao? Tai sao ong lai ro ri n6?”

Ong ta ngd nguoi xudng di ving. Ong ta chAm cham cho tay vao tdi, 16i
ra roi 16ng ngéng xé mé mot vi thudc khang axit. Ong ta nhai chiing.

Lam c6 nhé dén thuéc Advil cia minh.
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Sachs ngoi doi dién ong ta: Pulaski budc dén cho ctra so, nhin ra toan
canh bai co dugc tia tot gon gang.

Boston dang chau may. “T6i c6 bi truy td di nita thi sé chiéu theo Pao
luat Gian diép. Do la cap lién bang. May ngwoi la cdp bang. Tai sao may
nguoi dén?”

“Luat phap cap bang cé nhiéu ngu y lam,” c6 tra 10i, c6 y n6i mo ho.
“Cho t6i biét. Tai sao o6ng ro ri chi lIénh khit STO? Phéi chang vi 6ng nghi
day la chuyén phai dao, khi néi cho ca thé gigi biét t6 chirc ctia 6ng dang
sat hai cong dan My?”

Ong ta budng mot tiéng cudi cay ci. “Co nghi c6 ngudi that sy quan tdm
dén chuyén day sao? Thu tiéu al-Awlaki c6 lam Obama mat mat gi dau? Ai
cling nghi dé la chuyén phai dao - ai cling vay trir cong t6 vién ctia c6.”

“Thi sa0?” c0 hoi.

Ong ta tira mét vao hai ban tay trong chéc 1at. “Mdy anh chi con tré. My
nguoi khong hiéu dau.”

“Noi toi nghe,” Sachs kieén tri.

Boston ngudc 1én nhin bang cap mat ryc lvra. “T6i lam viéc cho NIOS
ngay t* ngay dau, tr ngay n6 dugc thanh 13p kia. T6i tirng lam tinh béo
quan doi, tirng lam trong CIA. T6i titng ¢ dwdi mat dat diéu hanh noi gian
h6i Shreve Metzger con dang tiéc tung xa lang ¢ Cambridge va New Haven
kia. T6i c6 vai trd nong cot trong viéc chong lai Cach mang Hong - bon xa
hoi cha nghia vao nhitng nam 90. Hugo Chavez tai Venezuela, Lula tai
Brazil, Néstor Kichner tai Argentina, Vazquez tai Uruguay, Evo Morales tai
Bolivia.” Ong ta lanh ling nhin Sachs. “Ma ngay ca mdy ngudi dé 1a ai cd
c6 biét khong?”

Ong ta dwong nhu ching mong chd mot cau tra 10i. “Toi da diéu phoi hai
lan thay doi thé ché tai Trung My va mot lan tai Nam My. Che chén trong
nhitng quan rwogu toi tan, hoi 10 nha bao, ninh not bon chinh tri gia bac
trung tai Caracas va Buenos Aires. Dén dy dam tang khi cac ndi gian cta
toi vO tinh bi giét c6 chu tdm trong mét vu dung xe béd chay, va chang ai
biét dugc ho da anh diing nhw thé nao. Xin tién Washington, giao kéo véi
mdy thang to London, Madrid, Tokyo... Roi khi dén lic can mot cuc
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tredng mai tai NIOS, ho chon ai nao? Shreve Metzger, mot thang nhoc bé
me co6 tinh khi noéng nay. Nheé ra phai la toi chi. Cong strc cua toi ma! Toi
xtrng dang ma!”

“Nén khi 6ng nhan ra Shreve da pham sai lam v6i Moreno, 6ng quyét
dinh 1gi dung chuyén ndy dé ha bé y. Ong 1o ri chi 1énh khtt va tin tinh béo.
Ong cit twdng minh sé thé chd y.”

Ong ta 1au bau mot cach gian dit, “T6i c6 thé dieu hanh ché ddy t6t hon y
gap tram lan.”

Pulaski héi, “Lam sao 6ng vugt qua sat hach kiém tra néi d6i?”

“A, day la chiéu tro so cap thoi. Thay chwa! Y t6i chinh 1a nhw vay. Cai
nganh nay c6 phai toan 1a bam niit véi choi dién t trén may tinh dau.” Ong
ta ngoi ngd nguwoi ra. “Thoi, khi gid, c bat t6i cho xong di.”
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“Pang quét,” giong noi nghe xoen xoet qua mot tai nghe. “Khong séng
truyén, khong tin hiéu.”

Thi tham nhu thé nay c6 1€ khong can thiét. Nhitng ké nay dang trong
mot khu vie rirng rd nam ngoai han tam nghe cta bat ky ai trong nha
Spencer Boston.

“R0,” Jacob Swann vira xac nhan vira nghi cai ti* nay nghe c6 hoi 16
bich.

Khoéng song truyén, khong tin hiéu. Dung la tin vui. Néu that sy c6 canh
sat khac bao vay dé yém trg cho viéc bat gitt Boston thi tiéng xam xi da
xudt hién trén may quét cua Bartlett r6i. Bartlett, mot linh danh thué, tuy u
1i 1a thé, song y lai hiéu ro thiét bi cia minh va c6 thé tim ra vi s6ng hoac
song phat thanh bén trong mot hop chi.

“Co6 doi twong nao khac khong?”

“Khong, bon ching dén mot minh. A thdm t& Sachs cling mot dita mic
sac phuc.”

Hop ly, Swann suy ngam, chi c6 hai tén nay th6i va khéng c6 yém trg.
Boston la ké t6 gidc va cé thé l1a ké phan phiic nita, nhung 6ng ta khong
nguy hiém theo cai nghia khang cy lai viéc bét gitt. Ong ta s& giét ta bing
mot qua Hellfire tai Yemen hay hiy hoai sy nghiép chinh tri ctia ta bang
cach don thoi rang ta dong tinh tai mot quéc gia Nam MY sung Cong gido.
Nhung c6 1é dén sting 6ng ta con khong s& hitu, hai tén cdm S& canh sat
New York du sitc tran ap ong ta.

Swann di chuyén dén gan hon, bang qua khu rirtng vé phia hong can nha
cua Boston, tranh xa cho cua so.
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Han beén kiém tra khau Glock ham thanh ctia minh cung cac hép dan phu
dat ngugc trong tii quan hop bén trai. Trén dai Iung tién dung cda han, di
nhién, 1a con dao dau bép Kai Shun. Han kéo chiéc mat na dac nhiém
Nomex mau den xudng.

Gan do, mot dich vu chat cay thwong mai dang nghién cai cay ho vira
chdt xudng. Tiéng gam rd va mai giia cia may méc that inh tai. Jacob
Swann biét on tiéng 6n d6. N6 sé at am thanh cua vu dot kich sap tdi, mac
du han va ca doi déu c6 bo phan ham thanh, khong loai triv khd nang mot
da trong s6 cdm bén trong cé thé né dwgc mdot phat dan trude khi chét.
Han truyén tin, “No6i di.”

“Vao vi tri,” Bartlett n6i. Mot lat sau, thong diép twong tw dwgc chuyén
dén tr thanh vién con lai trong ddi, mot tay ngudi My gbc A vai rong c6
tén Xu. T lic ching tap hop cho dén gid, cau noéi trong yéu duy nhat cta y
chi la nhac nhé Jacob Swann doc cho ding tén y.

Xu.

“Phat am nhu Shoe.”

Tao la tao doi tén réi, Swann nghi tham.

“Queét di, bén trong,” Swann noi vdi Bartlett.

Mot 1at sau: “Cé ba mang, déu & tang trét. Bén phai ctra tredc, mot mét
tdm dén hai mét tw, dang ngbi. Bén phai ctta trudc, cao mot mét hai dén
mot mét ruwdi, dang ngoi. Bén trai ctra tredc, cao mot mét hai dén mot mét
rwdi, dang dirng.” Chuyén gia dién ti* ctia ching dang quét can nha bang
cam bién hong ngoai va ra-da khau do tong hop.

Swann hoéi, “Co doi twong nao khong, cac nha xung quanh?”

“Khong c6,” Shoe truyén tin. Nhitng can nha nam hai bén nha Boston
tuy ra khoi tam hong ngoai nhung chiing t6i den va civa nha xe déng. Budi
chiéu & ngoai 6. Tré em di hoc, phu huynh di lam hoac di cho bua.

Mot tiéng gam ru tién 1gi ctia chiéc may nghién.

“Vao trong,” Swann chi huy.

Nhitng nguoi con lai xac nhan nghe ro.

Bartlett va Swann dang di qua ctta treéc. Shoe, ctra sau. Cach tiép can sé
la xam nhap linh déng, thiy la ban. Lan nay Amelia Sachs sé phai chét, chi
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khong chi 1a nhap bon cung Rhyme vao thé gidi ctia chitng bat toai. Néu a
chiu hgp tac sém hon thi chi it & sé dugc song sot.

Dé ba 16 ctia minh trong bui cdy, Jacob Swann buéc 1én bai cé & tw thé
gap nguoi. Bartlett cach han sdu mét, gan véi can nha hon. Y cling deo mat
na. Mot cai gat dau.

Cach can nha muoi lam mét, roi muwoi hai mét.

Quét cac ctra s6. Nhung toan dot kich nay nam bén hong nha, khong ai
thdy dugc bon ching tir nhitng vi tri ditng ng6i ctia nhitng nguwoi bén trong
nha, theo 161 cam doan cua Bartlett v4i han.

Chin mét.

Nhin quanh bai co, cac can nha.

Khong ¢ ai.

Tot, tot.

Tam meét.

Han sé... Va roi bao t6 ap dén.

Mot luong khong khi thoi xuéng circ manh dap vao ngudi han.

Ha, ha, ha?

Chiéc truc thang cua S& canh sat New York tat nhanh vao khi ha xuong,
khat khudng roi ngirng han trén san trudc.

Swann va Bartlett ditng yén khi chiéc mdy bay uyén chuyén xoay hang
ngang va hai canh sat S& Khan Cap chia vii khi tw dong H&K lén bon
chung.

Cai may nghién gb. Oi, khi gi6. Bon canh sat di ra 1énh né cai may day
dé at tiéng tryc thang.

Khon kiép.

Gai hang. Ngay tir dau bon may da biét tui tao sé dén.
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“Bo vii khi xuong! Nam tp mdt Néu khong chiing t6i ban.”

Giong ndi dinh tai phat ra tit mét chiéc loa trén truc thang. Hodc c6 1é ti
mot noi nao do trén mat dat. Rat kho biét.

Dong dac. Va chang phdi doa sudng. Vién chi huy da néi la lam.

Swann dé y thay Bartlett tuan 1énh ngay 1ap titc, tay y ném khau H&K
ctia minh di, gio hai tay 1én va gan nhw nga xuéng dat. Jacob Swann nhin
qua vai han va thay ctta s6 trén lau can nha dang sau can ctia Boston mé va
mot linh ban tia dang nham vao san sau. Nhat dinh Shoe nam trong tam
ngam.

Giong néi tr trén cao: “Anh kia, ditng 1én. Bé vii khi xudng, nam tp
mat! Nhanh 1én!”

Pan do.

Swann nhin can nha.

Han quang khau sing xudng dat roi nam sdp bung, mii ngwti thdy mui
cay cay cta co. Cai mui lam han nh& dén Chartreuse, loai rwgu manh rat
nong ma han dung dé ché bién mt moén trang miéng it khi lam ctia minh -
dao miéng trong thach Chartreuse, mot trong s6 cac mon thit muoi, va la
moén trang miéng cudi, trén thice don thwong hang cta Titanic. Khi chiéc
tric thang ha thap xuéng, han nam chat remote chia khéa minh cam tir ndy
t¢i gio. Han nhan nut trdi mo6t l1an, roéi gitr nut phai trong ba gidy. R6i nham
mat.

Chat no trong chiéc ba 16 ma han gidu gan dé phat n6 tao thanh mét luc
16n hon han twéng. Pay chi la chiéu tan cong danh lac hwdng - cho cac tinh
hu6ng nhw thé nay, dé thu hit sy chd y cta ké thu, budc chiing phai quay
mat di trong choc lat. Nhung cho thude né nay, dat ngay ria ring, no thanh
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mot qua bong Itra khong 16, hat chiéc tryc thang sang bén mdt doan ba
muoi hodc bé6n muoi phan. Chiéc may bay khong bi hw hai va vién phi
cong kiém soat lai n6 ngay lap titc, nhwng n6 da lac lw da dé cac tay sung
mat dau muc tiéu.

Jacob Swann ditng day trong tich tac, nhdy qua ngudi Bartlett dang nam
bep xu6ng r6i xéng vao nha, lvu dan khéi trong tay han. Han ném qua xi
lanh nhoé gon nay qua ctra s6 trudc, vira bi qua bom trong ba 16 théi v
kinh, r6i nhdy qua khung ctra theo qua lyu dan.

Bén trong, Swann dam sam vao chiéc ban tra, lam roi vai cac bat keo,
twgng nho va nhitng tdm anh vién khung, roi han lan 16n trén san.

Tiéng no6 khién Boston, Sachs va cau canh sat kia kinh ngac. Va khi qua
lvu dan khoi doi vao trong phong, ho qud quang tim cho nap, c6 1€ vi twdng
qua lyu dan sé n6 thay vi ban kho6i mu.

Con tin. Swann chi nghi ra phuwong an nay dé cau gio, dé dam phan hong
thoat ra ngoai. Boston, dang ho sic sua, 1a ngudi dau tién thady hin. Ong ta
hoi hot nhdy bo vao ké tdn céng nhung Jacob Swann nén mot ci ddm vao
hong ong, lam 6ng ta gap nguwoi lai.

“Amelia,” mot giong néi xuat hién dau dé bén kia qua lyu dan dang nha
khoi. Gigng cua tén canh sat. “Han dau?”

ROi Swann thay nit thdm t, dang nam nghiéng, ho va nheo mat nhin
quanh minh. Khau Glock nam trong tay c6. Swann toan cwép ldy - han
khong c6 thoi gian 1dy lai khau sing luc cia minh bén ngoai. Han chgt nhg
c6 di khap khiéng va thinh thoang lai nhan mat, cling nhé lai co titng dé cap
dén nhitng van dé vé strc khoe khi han xam nhap vao dién thoai c6. Lic nay
han thdy mot cai chau may dau dén lwét qua trén gwong mat xinh xan khi
cd c6 gwong day va nham muc tiéu vao han. Khoang thdi gian tri hoan nay
du cho han nhay tGi tan cong tredc khi co no sing.

“Amelia!” mot lan nita giong noi lai cat 1én twr xa.

Khi ho vat 16n nhau quyét liét - nhin c6 vdy ma manh - c6 hét 16n, “Im
di, Ron! Pung noi nita!”

Co dang bao vé cau ta. Khi Jacob Swann doat dwgc sing, han sé ban vé
hwéng cta tiéng thét.
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Nén mot ci dam vao tai han, bang mot lwc dau diéng khong ngd, co khac
can khéi hoa chat ra tt* miéng minh r6i lao manh vao han. Swann danh vao
héng roi c6 chop hong c6 nhung ¢6 day canh tay han ra réi nén mot ct nita
vao bén dau hin. “Ra ngoai, Ron. Pi kéu cttu di. O day cau khong lam
dwgc gi dau!”

“Toi di goi chi vién.” Nhitng budc chan chay di, thoat ra ngoai. Mot
canh ctra ¢ sau nha do sap xuong.

Swann thic cti ché vao c6, nham vao phan bung, nhung ¢6 xoay ngudi
vira kip tranh mot ci dam hiém héc vao chan thay. Sachs thic mot nam
dam vao hong han, gan cho than, lam han dau nhéi dén tan rang, van giir
chat c6 tay cam sting ctia c6, han thui manh vao mat c6 bang nam dam tay
trai. C6 hu lén roi nhan mat.

Lai nghi dén vét thwong ctia c6, han nén mét dau goi cua minh vao dau
g0oi cO, lam c6 kéu 1én mot tiéng xuyt xoa. Con dau duwdong nhw rat dir doi.
N6 lam loi tw thé phong tha cta co6 trong choc 1at va ban tay manh bao cua
han bau chat hon nita vé phia khau sing trong tay c6. Han gan cham dugc
sung. Chi con vai phan nira.

Han lai da vao khdp ctia c6. Lan nay co6 ru I1én mét tiéng that thanh va luc
siét ctia coO trén khau stung loi ra hon nita. Jacob Swann nhdy bé vao thi vii
khi nay.

Han cham vao tay cam khau Glock - ding lic c6 vung ban tay ra sau tha
sung ra. Khau sung luc bay xoan 6c, mat tam trong dam khoi.

Cheét tiét...

Giat 4o nhau, an miéng trd miéng v6i nhau bang nhitng ci dam lic suot
lic tryc dién, lan 16n trén san, hai ngwoi giang co dén tuyét vong. Nao mui
mo hoi, mui khoi, mui nwdc hoa phang phat. Han c6 ép Sachs dirng day, dé
cai dau goi bi thwong cta c6 cho han lgi thé. Nhung c6 biét néu minh ditng
day thi moi chuyén sé két thiic nén tiép tuc chién dau trén dat, giang co va
danh dam.

Han nghe nhiéu giong ndi tir bén ngoai kéu han 16 dién. Cac doi dac
nhiém sé khong liéu linh x6ng vao trong ltic nha dang day khéi va tham tw
ngoi sao ctia ho mat dang trong dam khoi. Va lai, ho nghi biét dau han giau
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sung Uzi hoac MAC-10 trong ngwoi va sé xa vao chuc canh sat dau tién
buwdc qua canh cira bang héa lwc tw dong.

Swann va Sachs, nhé nhai m6 hoi, kiét qué, sac sua.

Han nhoai nguwdi vé phia c6 nhw muon can. Khi c6 giat nguoi lai dang
sau, han ddo hwéng nén thoat khéi tam kep ctia c6. Han lan ra xa roi ngoi
x0m, doi mat véi co. Sachs dang dau va hut hoi hon. C6 quy trén mat dat,
tay nang niu khép. Lé tran day mat co tir con dau va tr dam khoi. BO dang
cua co trong nhv mot bong ma 16 mo.

Nhwng han phai l1ay dugc khau sting. Ngay. N6 dau r6i? Nhat dinh la gan
day. Nhung khi han tién tGi, co tritng mat nhin han, nhw thi hoang, ban tay
chuyén tt* nam ddm sang moéng vudt r6i tré lai nam dam. C6 ding day.

CoO diéng im, vira nhan mat vira dwa tay xuéng hong, cai héng ldc nay
cling nhw dau goi cua co, dwong nhw cling la noi phat sinh con dau.

Lam ngay! A dang dau dén, phan tam. Chop hong & ngay!

Swann phoéng t6i roi quo ban tay trai, mé rong, vé phia phan da c6 mém
nhot nhat cua c6.

Va r6i mét con dau - khong giong bat ky thit gi ma han cadm nhan dwgc
trong nhiéu nam - bung phat trén canh tay han quo, chay ti ban tay 1én dén
vai.

Han giat lui lai nhanh, nhin cham cham vao nhitng soc mau x6i xa chay
qua cac ngén, nhin cham cham vao anh thép lap lanh trong tay c6, nhin
cham cham vao cdp mat diém tinh cta co.

Gi... gi day?

C0 cam chat mot con dao bam trwéc mat. Han vd 1€ ra vira ndy co gitt
chat hong khong phai vi dau, ma la 1an mo tim mén vii khi nay va bam m&
dao ra. Co khong dam han, han ty ddim minh - bang ct dam gian di cia
minh nhdam vao c6 co, han da xody da thit ctia ban tay dang mé& vao luGi
dao sac.

Ong hang thit bé béng cua toi. ..

Sachs lui lai, thu vao tw thé ng6i ddu dao ctia mot chién binh dwdng pho.

Swann danh gid mitc d6 thuwong ton. LuGi dao da cat vao tan xwong gitra
ngon cai va ngon tré. Pau nhw quy nhung vé co ban thi vét thwong nay
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nong. Cho gan tay khong suy xuyén.

Han nhanh chéng rut ra con dao Kai Shun va vao thé giong co. Song day
chang thé nao la cudc so tai thue sw. Han da giét hai chuc ngwoi bang mot
lwGi dao. Co c6 thé la thién xa, nhung day khéng phdi vii khi chinh cta c6.
Swann nhich téi, dao cia han ngtra lwdi 1én troi nhw thé han sap moi rudt tw
xac mot con nai dang treo.

Han cam nhén sy thoai mai tai ché can con dao Kai Shun, trong lugng
clia no, tia sang phan chiéu &m dam ctia n6, lwdi dao dap bang bua cta né.

Han lao vao c6, vira nham vao phia dwdi vira tuéng twgng ra lat cat, t
bung t6i xwong uc...

Nhung c6 khéng nhdy lui lai, cling khong xoay nguwoi hay tron chay, nhw
hin twéng. Co6 ditng vitng tw thé. Vii khi ctia ¢6 - hin tin 12 hang Y - ciing &
vi tri ngtra [wdi. Mat c6 lap loe su ty tin, nhin hét lwGi dao, mat han réi dén
nhiéu muc tiéu khac nhau trén co thé han.

Han dirng lai, Iui lai vai chuc phan, vira suy tinh lai vira bing mau néng
ra khoi ban tay trai. R6i x6ng nhanh vao mét lan nita, han vd nhdy b6 vao
c6 nhung c6 da liéu triedc nén dé dang né con dao Kai Shun, dong thoi quo
nhanh con dao bdm va suyt nita roc da ra khéi ma han. C6 biét minh dang
lam gi, va - dang lo hon - khong may may ton tai mot su bat dinh nao trong
mat co, mac du dau hiéu dau dén hién ro.

Budc 6 phai dung chan. D6 la diém yéu cua c6.

Han nhdy b6 vao co lién héi, ky thiwc khong phdi muén dam chém gi ma
chi muon day c6 lui lai, ép co phai dich chuyén trong lwgng, lam ra rdi cac
khop.

Va ro6i c6 pham sai lam.

Sachs buéc lui lai mot vai mét, tré ngwoc dao lai, nam chat lwdi dao. Co
chuan bi ném no.

“Bo vii khi xudng,” cd vira la 16n vira ho sdc sua, tay kia chui nwdc mat.
“Ndam xudng san.”

Swann nhin c6 mot cach than trong qua dam khoéi, mat khong réi mon vii
khi dy. Ném dao la mot ky nang rat khé thao va chi c6 tac dung khi ta c6
tam nhin rd va mot vii khi dugce can bang t6t - chia ké hang tram gio luyén
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tap. Va c6 phong tring thang muc tiéu di nita, thwong cling chi gay ra vét
thwong nhe. Bat luan phim dnh mo ta thé nao, Jacob Swann khong tin cé ai
tirng chét vi bi ném dao tring. Giét ngudi bang dao chi c6 tac dung khi rach
nhitng mach mau quan trong, va ngay ca lam vay thi cai chét cling can thoi
gian.

“Nhanh Ién!” c6 hét Ién. “Nam xubng.”

Tuy vay, mot lwGi dao bay cé thé lam phan tdm va mot cu trung an may
c6 thé dau nhw quy, cé khi lam hong mot mat chit chang choi. Cho nén, khi
co c0 gang gilr dung khoang cach, Jacob Swann tiép tuc di hét bén nay sang
bén kia va ha trong tam thap hon nita dé bién minh thanh m6t muc tiéu nho,
kho trung.

“Tao khong ndi lai nita dau.”

Mot khodng nghi. Khong c6 chut 1ap 1oe trong mat co.

C0 ném con dao bam.

Han nheo mat hup xudng.

Nhung cu ném lai 1éch xa. Con dao trung mot ti s cach Swann nira mét
va lam v& nat mot 6 ctta nho. Mot cai dia bén trong, dang nam trén mot gia
trng bay, roi xuéng vd tan. Han ngay 1ap tic vao lai tv thé, nhung - lai
mot sai lam nita - ¢6 khong boi thém.

Han tha 1éng nguwoi réi quay lai d6i mat vdi co, khi ¢6 ditng nhoai nguoi
tGi, hai canh tay dat hai bén hong, thd manh, ho hang.

Gio thi c6 la ctia han. Han sé 1ay khau Glock, dam phan cach nao do dé
thoat ra. D1 nhién, hai ngudi c6 thé st dung tryc thang dé lam phuong tién
thoat.

Han thi tham, “Dugc r6i, co phai...”

Han cam nhan thay hong sing luc ép vao thai dwong. Mat han lia sang
bén dau.

Cau canh sat, hinh nhw 1a Ron, da tré lai. Thoi roi... Swann hiéu ra. Cau
ta chwa bao gio di khdi. Nay gio cau canh sat lan mo di xuyén qua dam
khoi, can than kiém tim mot muc tiéu.

Nay gio co ciing chang hé c6 y dinh xién han bang con dao bam. Co6 chi
muodn cau gio nén ndi chuyén no kia hong dan dwong cho cau canh sat dén
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day qua lan khéi mu. C6 chwa bao gio mudn Ron di khoi. Nhitng 16i caa c6
tredc do cé y nghia ngugce lai va cau ta hiéu y hoan toan.

“Mau lén,” ciu canh sat tré tu6i ra lénh bang giong diéu dang so. “Bo
dao xudng.” Swann biét cau ta hoan toan san sang ghim dan vao ndo han.

Han tim mot noi dé quang con dao Kai Shun 1én ma khong lam né mép
hay mé. Han can than ném con dao 1én di vang.

Sachs nhich téi, mét van nhan lai, r6i thu lai con dao. C6 xem Iudi dao
ma it nhiéu phai than phuc. Cau canh sat cong Swann lai, Sachs sdi buéc
tG¢i, nam chat mi trum Nomex roi givt né ra khéi dau han.
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Chiéc xe du lich ho trg nguwoi khuyét tat lang lach qua nhitng chiéc xe
cap cttu roi do tai Ié duong gan nha Spencer Boston. Trong su6t cudc bo
rap, Lincoln Rhyme @& tai khu vuc tap trung cach dé vai nga tw. Vi anh
khong cam dwoc vii khi, diéu anh ngd ra khi con & Bahamas, nén Rhyme
nghi tot nhat minh nén tranh xa cai chién dia tiém tang nay.

Mot diéu ma, di nhién, thé nao Thom ciing sé khang khang bat anh lam
theo. Nhu con ga mai me vay.

Sau vai phut, anh dwgc tha ra khéi xe roi lan banh chiéc xe lan méi, ma
anh rat thich, dén ch6 Amelia Sachs.

Rhyme nhin c6 kha cham chd. Co dang dau, du co che day. Nhung anh
nhin la thdy ngay sy kho & cta co.

“Ron dau?”

“Pang ra lugi trong nha.”

Rhyme nhan mat nhin cho cdy c6i lan twong cay hoang duwong chay am i
va khéi béc thanh dong nho ra khoi can nha Thudc dia dat tién. Quat cia
doi chita chay da tong hét phan 16n nhitng cho khéi doc nhat ra. “Khong
ngo lai c6 tan céng danh lac hudng, Sachs. Xin 16i em.”

Anh gian dit v6i ban than vi khong tinh dén tinh huéng nay. Nhé ra anh
phai biét X165 sé gid tro nhw vay.

Sachs chi ndi, “Du sao thi anh ciing nghi ra diéu ké r6i, Rhyme.”

“Pung la c6 két qua nhv mong muén,” anh thita nhan chut it, nhung
khong qua nhiéu, can khiém ton.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy chwa bao gio nghi ngd Spencer Boston da lam gi
hon viéc ro ri chi 1énh STO. Bung vay, nhw Sachs da chi ra, ca Boston lan
Moreno déu lién quan dén Panama. Nhung cho du Boston thyc té cé dinh
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liu dén vu xam lwgce di nita thi khi &y Moreno ciling chi la mot dita bé. Hai
nguwoi khong thé nao biét nhau dwgc. Khong dau, Panama chi la mét sy
trung hop.

Nhung Rhyme da quyét dinh 1ay giam doc hanh chinh ctia Metzger 1am
miéng moi nhitr béo bd, bdi vi ké that sy ditng sau am muwu nay - 6ng chu
ctia nghi pham an mat - sé mud6n giét ca ké to giac.

DPay chinh la viéc anh da nho Shreve Metzger giip. Ké tir khi y biét vé
vu diéu tra vao cudi tuan vira r6i, Metzger da khong ngirng lién hé véi tat
ca moi ngudi dinh liu dén dy 4&n may bay khong nguwoi 1ai STO, bado ho mot
mat c& 14p Iitng, mat khac phi tang chitng cit. Nhitng van ban, email va
cudc goi dwgc ma hoa nay dwge gwi dén nhitng nguoi trong noi bo NIOS
cling nhu cac nha thau tw nhan, nhan sy trong quan doi va cac quan chitc
cta Washington. Chinh bang cach nay ma 6ng cha cua X165 da biét rat
nhiéu vé vu an. Metzger bdy lau da bén cho moi ngudi tin tinh bao gan nhw
titc thoi vé dién bién hién tai, vi y qua khao khat, luén muoén giit chwong
trinh STO dwgc tiép tuc van hanh. Sau do, tén chu lai cung cap thong tin
cho X165.

Nhung ké do la ai méi dugc?

Rhyme hach sach mai, Metzger méi goi lai cho chinh nhitng nguoi trén
cach day mot gio, bao ho ké t6 giac da dugc xac dinh la Spencer Boston va
ho nén phi tang tat ca chitng cit lién két ho vGi ong ta.

Rhyme nghi ngd bd 6c dan dung am muwu giét vé si cia Moreno sé 1énh
cho X165 xuat hién tai Glen Cove dé khir Boston.

Nén 6ng giam doc hanh chinh, cung véi Sachs va Pulaski, chd bén trong.
Cac luc lwgng dac nhiém cua S& canh sat New York va Quan Nassau nap
vao san cac vi tri gan do, gom ca mat trwc thang tiv T6 Khan cdp. Chiéc
may nghién go 6n &, hong che ddy am thanh chiéc may bay, chinh la y
twdng cua Ron Pulaski.

Cau nhoc nay dang dugc da.

Rhyme beén nhin lwét qua X165, han dang ngoi trong khi chan va tay bi
cum trén bai c6 treéc nha Boston, cach xa khodng chin mét. Tay han tuy
duwgc bang bé nhung vét thwong c6 vé khong qua nghiém trong. Cai tén san
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chac nay diém tinh nhin nguoc lai nha chite trach, doan don toan bd sw chu
y vao mot thi¥ trong nhw mot viedn thao dwge gan do.

Rhyme noéi véi Sachs, “Chang biét sap tdi phai cyc c& nao mdi tim ra
dwgce 6ng chu ctia han nita. Chac han chang hop tac bao nhiéu dé khai ra
tén ké dau sé dau.”

“Han khong can hop tac,” Sachs néi. “Em biét han lam viéc cho ai.”

“Em biét ha?” Rhyme hoi.

“Harry Walker. Tai Cong ty Walker Defense Systems.”

Nha khoa hoc hinh s cwoi pha 1én. “Sao em biét?”

Co hat dau vé phia X165. “Nh¢g lic em di dén cong ty nay tim duong
bang mday bay khong ngudi 1ai khong? Han la ngudi tiép em trong phong
cho va dan em dén gap Walker. Ma han duing la ké 14 1oi.”
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Tén han la Jacob Swann, gidm doc bao an cho Walker Defense Systems.

Swann xuat than tir quan doi nhung da bi truc ngli - gia st ngudi ta van
con dung cai tw dy - vi t6i tra héi thai qua cac nghi can tai Irag. Khong phai
tra hoi bang cach x6i nuwdc tir tr ma bang cach 16c¢ da nhiéu linh phién quan.
Mot s6 bd phan co thé khac cling bi cat bé. “Mot cach chuyén nghiép va
cham rai,” ban bao cao nai.

Thong tin khai thac thém tiét 10 han song mdt minh tai Brooklyn, mua
nhitng mén do6 nha bép dat tién va thwong xuyén tw di an tai nhitng nha
hang thwgng hang. Han di cdp cttu hai lan trong nam ngoai. Mot lan do
sung ban bi thwong, ma han khai la do mot thg san gidu mat gay ra khi han
di san nai. Lan thit hai la bi dit tay sau, ma han kéu la do dao trugt khéi cu
hanh tay Vidalia khi han dang ché bién mon an.

Lan dau nhat dinh la do6i tr, 1an thit hai chac la that, Rhyme doan thé,
néu xét theo nhitng gi ho mdi biét vé thu vui ctia Swann.

Két hgp nhitng thanh phan ddy véi tritng cd mudi va vani la ta c6 mét
mon cuc ddt tién dugc phuc vu tai Patchwork Goose...

Mot chiéc 6 t6 tap lai gan khu vyc gidng day canh sat, mot chiéc Honda
doi cti can phai siva sang lai khung xe.

Nance Laurel, trong bd so mi kiéu mau trang va com 1é xanh hdi quan,
duwgc cat y hét b6 com 1é xam cta co ta, leo ra. Co ta dang xoa ma va
Rhyme t hoi liéu c6 phdi co ta vira dap thém phan trang diém khong. Co
pho cong t6 vién quan tién dén gan hdi tham Sachs c6 sao khong.

“Khong sao. Giang co chut thoi. Nhuwng han bi nang nhat.” Co hat dau vé
phia Swann. “Han dwgc doc cho nghe quyén lgi ciia minh r6i. Han chwa doi
gdp luat sw nhung hién tai cling khong chiu hgp tac.”
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“Pé roi xem,” Laurel néi. “Ta ndi chuyén véi han nao. Toi c6 thé can
anh gidp, Lincoln. Ta sé mang han t6i day.”

“Khong can dau.” Anh liéc xuéng nhin chiéc xe lan Merits. “Nguoi ta
bdo t6i xe nay dung dac biét t6t trén dia hinh go ghé. Bé xem th.”

Khong chit do du, chiéc xe ldn tang toc 1én bai co thdang dén cho tén
hung pham.

Nance Laurel va Sachs di cung anh. Phé cong t6 vién quan nguwdc xuéng
nhin Swann. “T0i tén...”

“Biét r6i.”

Mot trong nhitng khoang lang thuwong hiéu cua co ta. “Nay, Jacob, ching
toi biét Harry Walker ding dang sau chuyén nay. Lao sai anh cai tin tinh
bao gia dé du NIOS am sat Robert Moreno, nham tao vé boc gitp anh giét
vé si cda anh ta, Simon Flores, chinh la ké khi ay dang tong tién Walker.
Khi vu an xdy ra, anh c6 mat tai khach san South Cove, chd dgi vu tan
cong bang mdy bay khong nguadi 1ai. Ngay sau dé, trede khi nhan vién cttu
h6 dén, anh dot nhap vao day phong 1200, dam chét Flores va Eduardo de
la Rua. Ro6i anh dén van phong tay luat su cta Flores tai Nassau, tra tan roi
giét nguwoi nay, danh cap cho tai liéu ma Flores da dé lai nhd bao quan - cho
tai lifu ma Walker lo sé bi cong bo. Sau khi vu diéu tra caa t6i bat dau,
Metzger cap nhat cho Walker biét dién bién va tén nhiéu nguoi - dé phi
tang chitng ci¢ va can than dé phong canh sat diéu tra vu an. Nhuwng Walker
bdo anh lam nhiéu hon thé - khir nhan chitng va diéu tra vién. Anh giét
Annette Bodel, Lydia Foster va tai xé caia Moreno, Vlad Nikolov...” Laurel
liéc vé phia Sachs va Rhyme. “Canh sat tai Queens da tim ra xac ngwoi nay
trong tang ham nha minh.”

Swann chi ngwdc xudng nhin ban tay bang b6 cia han ma khong néi gi.

CO cong to vién tiép tuc, “Anh cling da dan xép vdi mot so6 dong sy tai
Nassau dé thu tiéu dai iy Rhyme va nhitng nguoi lam viéc cung anh ay
dwédi do... Va con vu nay nita.” C6 hat dau quanh khung canh ngoai thanh
bi htiy hoai, giong hét ving chién su.

D0 sdu cua thong tin, ma Nance Laurel trinh bay khong chut cam xuc,
chac han da lam Swann kinh ngac nhuwng han chi do du trong chéc lat truéc
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khi dap lai bang mot giong binh thén, “Truwéc hét, n6i vé sy c6 nay...” Han
hat dau veé phia can nha ctia Boston. “Veé cho vii khi nay, tat ca bon t6i déu
c6 gidy phép lién bang Hang Ba vé s& hitu sting va gidy phép mang sung
trong nguoi co hiéu lyc tai bang New York. Va cong viéc cua toi tai Walker
Defense Systems cé dinh dang dén an ninh quoc gia. Bon t6i dén day dwa
vao mot tin chi diém cho biét Spencer Boston c6 hanh vi ro ri an ninh nguy
hiém. Cac dong su va t6i chang qua dinh xac minh diéu nay xem sao va ban
luan van dé ay vdi lao. Bung mot cai, quan dac nhiém de doa chiing toi. Ho
tw xung la S& canh sat New York nhuwng sao t6i biét dwgc? C6 mot mong
nao cho toi xem can cudc dau.”

bung la Amelia Sachs c6 pha 1én cuoi sau khi nghe.

Laurel héi, “Anh twdng toi sé tin day ha?”

“A, cau héi quan trong & ddy, c6 Laurel 4, 1 liéu ban hdi tham c6 tin hay
khong? Va tdi nghi biét dau ho tin ddy. Con may cai t0i ma c6 néi dén ha?
Toan la doan mo. T6i bao dam co khong c6 chirng ct budc tdi nao.”

Co cong t6 vién nhin Rhyme, r6i anh lan xe dén gan. Anh nhan thdy
Swann dang tap trung cao do nhin d6i chan va canh tay trai mat cam giac
cta anh. Han thyc sy rat to mo nhuvng Rhyme khong biét han dang nghi gi
hay muc dich sam soi ctaa han la gi.

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy, nguwgc lai, nhin tén nghi pham tir dau dén chan roi
mim cuwoi nhw anh van thuwong lam triede sy tw cao cia hung pham. “Khong
c6 chitng c¢ budc t6i nao, khong cé chitng cit budc tdi nao.” Anh tram
ngam. “A, chic 1a chiing tdi c6 day, Jacob. T6i thi khdng quan tdm nhidu
dén dong co, nhung ching t6i c6 mot vai dong co phdi noi 1a hay ho day.
Anh giét Lydia Foster - va muon giét tai xé cia Moreno - béi vi anh nghi
nguwoi ta sé dat cau hoi la tai sao khi ay Simon Flores khong di ctung
Moreno trong chuyén di. Va diéu nay ciling sé khién chiing t6i thac mac tai
sao ga khong c6 mat ¢ day. Con dong co giét Annette Bodel ctia anh 1a co
gai c6 thé nhd ra anh cé mat ¢ hién treong tai Bahamas khi vu no sting xay
ra.”

Swann chép mat nhung nhanh chéng binh tam va chi nghiéng dau td6 mo.
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Rhyme khong dé y dén han va néi chuyén véi bau troi. “Con bay gio,
chitng ¢t khach quan hon day: Chung t6i c6 mdt sgi toc nau ngan tir hién
treong vu an Lydia Foster.” Anh li€c nhin da dau Swann. “Chung t6i c6 thé
quét ldy ADN cua anh di xét nghiém bat budc va t6i tin chac két qua sé
khép. A, va chiing t6i van dang lan theo c4i vong cd bac anh mua cho
Annette Bodel - dé thu hut 1i cad nhong hong che gidu chuyén anh tra tan va
giét chét nan nhan. Toi chac chan c6 nguwoi da thdy anh mua cai vong c6
day.”

Pén day, Swann hé miéng ra. Lwdi cham khoe moi han.

“Va chuing t6i tim thady mot it bot da hwong va nudc sét cay trén 4o quan
Eduardo de la Rua. Ban dau t6i twdng do la thanh phan bita an cta ong ta
vao sang ngay 9 thang 5. Nhung biét anh mé am thuc, nén téi ty héi liéu
anh cé nau nwéng vao cai dém trude khi giét 6ng ta khong. Biét dau anh
lam bita t6i cho Annette. Sé hay lam day khi dem va li va quan 4o ctia anh
di giam dinh xem c6 chat nao lién quan khéng. Va noi tGi thitc an: Ching
toi tim thdy vai chat tai hai dia diém & New York, két hgp hai chat nay lai
v6i nhau la hinh nhw anh c6 mo6t mén rat tha vi cé dinh t6i atiso, cam thao,
tritng ca va vani. C6 phdi anh tinh c¢d thdy dugc cong thitc nay dang trén
bdo New York Times s6 méi nhat khong? Téi dugc biét Patchwork Goose
la nha hang kha néi tiéng. Va anh nén biét tdi c6 nhan chitng chuyén gia
san sang khai trudc toa vé cai mon day.”

Rhyme biét Thom rat thich dwgc miéu td nhw vay.

Gio thi Swann im bat. Thét ra, trong han nhw chét lang.

“Bay gio ching t6i dang diéu tra xem liéu anh c6 st dung mot loai thiét
bi n6 quan dung ty ché dac biét hay khong, chinh la loai dung & quan Java
Hut. Va cat pha nuéc bién dwoc tim thdy ¢ ddy lan & can ho ctia Annette
Bodel tai Nassau. Chiing t6i sé yéu cau trinh toa 4o quan, giay dép ctia anh
dé xem tinh cd anh c6 hat cat nao sot lai trén day khong. Trong may giat
cua anh nita. Hm, con gi nita khong day?”

Sachs noi, “Chat dau déng co hai thi.”

“A, phai, cdm on c6, Sachs. Anh dé lai mot it chat dau cia dong co hai
thi tai mot trong cac hién trwong va tdi chac chan ching t6i sé tim dwoc
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chinh hon hgp nhién liéu nay trong van phong cua anh tai Walker Defense
Systems hodc tai Can c@ Dy bi Khéng quan Homestead, néu anh cé mat &
do trude hodc sau vu tan cong vao ngay 9 thang 5. Ma dac biét cdm on anh
da gitp ching t6i tim ra chat dau ddy, vi nhd d6 ching t6i méi hiéu ra la
NIOS dung may bay tw dong chit khong phdi ban tia bang xwong bang thit.
Xin 16i, phai néi la may bay khong nguai lai méi diung. Nhung chuyén day
lac dé roi. Con cai Iwdi dao hay ho cua anh nita...” Rhyme da thay tui
chitng cit chita con dao dau bép cia Nhat. “Ching toi sé khdp ho so dau vét
dao cta no vdi cac vét thwong trén xac Lydia Foster, De la Rua, Flores va
vi luat su tai Bahamas. A, con nguoi tai xé xe limo nita.

“Nita ha? Oké. Ching t6i dang khai thac thong tin tit thé tin dung cta
anh, nhitng khodn rt tién tt ATM va thong tin st dung dién thoai di dong.”
Anh théd mot hoi. “Va ching t6i sé triéu tdp Phong Dich vu K¥ thuat va Ho
trg Ky thuat cia Walker Defense Systems ra toa dé xem bon ho bdy lau
khai thac thong tin cta ai va theo ddi ai. Coi nhw két thic bai thuyét trinh
long trong cua t6i. Cong t6 vién Laurel?”

Mot khoang lang thwong hiéu, thit ma gio diy Rhyme cam thay kha co
duyén. R6i cO ta ndi bang moét giong nhw hé khau 1énh, “Anh c6 thay
hwéng di sap téi cua chiing t6i chwa, Jacob? Ching t6i can anh cho 1i khai
chong lai Harry Walker. Néu anh lam vay thi chiing t6i sé tim cach...”

“‘Tim cach’ la sao? Bao nhiéu nam day?”

“Tat nhién t6i khong néi chac dwgc nhung cé 1€ 1a ba mwoi nam.”

“Vay to6i cling chang dugc 1gi bao nhiéu roi, dung khong?” han néi, mat
nhin ngugce lai co ta mot cach lanh lung.

Co ta dap, “Lua chon con lai la t6i dé cho anh bi dan d6 vé Bahamas. R6i
anh di tu mot géng & day.”

Cau noi nay dwong nhw lam Swann chung hitng. Nhung han van im lang.

Nghiém tic ma noi, viéc nay khong lién quan dén Rhyme. Nhung anh
cam thdy nén dong gép. “Va biét dau day, Jacob?”

Rhyme n6i, mét tong vui twoi trong giong anh. “Biét dau ph6 cong to
vién quan Laurel day c6 thé lo cho anh mét cho trong bép dn cta trai giam
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nao day noi anh dugc chuyén tdi thi sao.” Anh nhin vai. “T6i nghi vay
day.”

Laurel gat dau. “T6i sé lam hét sirc.”

Swann nhin qua can nha bi kho6i lam hw hai cia Spencer Boston. R6i
quay lai. “Khi nao cac ngwdi mudn noi chuyén?”

Nance dap lai bang cach luc loi trong gié xach ctia minh va 16i ra mot
may ghi am ci rich.
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“Budn ban chang con dwgc nhw xwa nita, y téi la buon vii khi,” Swann
dang ké cho ho. “Khi 4y Walker Defense Systems dang gap nhiéu van de,
van dé nghiém trong, khi chién tranh khap noi ha nhiét.”

Sachs néi véi Rhyme, “That vay. Em dén day va thay kha kha co s& nha
may bi dong ctra.”

“Pung vay. Mat 60% doanh thu va cong ty dang thua 16. Walker thi da
quen 16i s6ng giau sang. Vai ba vg cii cia ldo cling vay. Cling nhu & vg hién
tai, tré hon lao tan ba mwoi tudi. Khéng cé thu nhap cao, co thé a sé khong
con hitng thu & lai niva.”

“Co6 phai chiéc Aston Martin trong bai xe la ctia lao khong?” Sachs hoi.

“Phai. Mot trong ba chiéc cta lao.”

“Ai cha, ba chiéc co a.”

“Nhuwng con hon thé nita. Lao tin - t6i cling tin nita - la cong ty dang lam
chuyén t6t, tot cho dat nwdc. Chang han nhw hé thong sting tridng cho may
bay khéng ngudi 1ai. Ma do chi 1a don ct mot viéc. Cong viéc nay rat quan
trong. Chung t6i can phai gitt cho cong ty khdi sac.”

Swann tiép tuc, “Khong con don dat hang trong nwdc nhu xwa nita nén
Walker tang cuwong kinh doanh & nuwéc ngoai. Nhung ngoai day c6 mot
lwgng vii khi thang du khong 16. Nhu cau chang nhiéu nhdn gi. Nén ldo tao
ra nhu cau.”

Nance Laurel héi, “Bang cach héi 16 canh sat va bo tredng qudc phong
trong luwc lvgng vii trang tai My Latin, dung chwa?”

“Chinh xac. Chau Phi va day Balkan nita. Chut it & Trung Bong nhung &
d6 phai can than. Pirng dé bi phat hién ban vii khi cho bat ky phién quan
nao tiéu diét linh My. Simon Flores, tén vé si cia Moreno, lam viéc cho
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quan doi Brazil. Chi nhanh M¥ Latin cia Walker dugc dat tai Sdao Paulo,
nén Flores con la gi mdy vu héi 16 nita. Luc xuat ngli, gd mang theo ca
dong bang chitng - da dé bo tu mot gong Walker. Flores bat dau tong tién
lao. Flores da gap Moreno va thich viéc anh ta lam. Moreno thué ga lam ve
si. Chac Flores nghi day sé la mot vé boc tot cho minh. Ga c6 thé di cung
Moreno khap vung Caribé, mua dat dai, dau tu tién, bo tién vao nhitng ngan
hang ngoai khoill%! - va van c6 co hoi déng vai linh trong vai tro vé si.”
MGt céi liéc vé phia Rhyme. “Phdi, anh doan ding. Flores thay khong nén
dén dia ban cua ching t6i vao ngay 1 thang 5. Con Walker lo lang ngudi ta
sé dat nghi van.”

Sachs héi, “Nén anh nguy tao tin tinh bao vé Moreno?”

“Khong, khong phai nguy tao. Ma la chon lgc, c6 thé néi vay. T6i nhan
manh chi tiét vé cac vat liéu ché bom phan bén. R6i NIOS ban hanh chi
lénh STO, c6 hiéu lyc tir 9 thang 5, r6i toi di mot chuyén xudng Nassau chg
xem phéo hoa. Sau d6, bon t6i chac mam moi chuyén sé xong xu6i nhung
roi lai nghe vé vu 4n ma cac nguwdi mudn truy td Metzger va Barry Shales.
Walker nho t6i déc hét stic chin ditng vu 4n. A, khi 4y Metzger chwa biét
tong t6i. Phai, y chi mudn Walker va tat ca cac nha cung cap khac hay hét
chitng ctr va x6a email di.”

“Pugc 16i, vay cling da dé ching ta tién hanh diéu tra ro6i,” Laurel noi.
CoO gat dau v6i Amelia Sachs. “Tam giam han dugc r6i.”

Nhung Sachs c6 mot cau hoi. “Lic ¢ cong ty Walker, tai sao anh lai tiép
t0i & phong chd? Vay la liéu linh. Trudc do, cé thé t6i da thoang nhin dugc
madt anh khi anh theo dudi t6i co ma.”

“Téat nhién la liéu linh r6i,” Swann nhin vai. “Nhung c6 gioi lam. Co cat
dudi toi nhiéu lan. To6i mudn quan sat c6 tam gan. Xem thtt ¢6 cé diém yéu
gi khong.” Han hat dau vé phia dau goi c6. “Va t6i da tim ra. Co ma khong
di tredc toi mot bude trong nha cia Boston thi két cuc c6 thé da khac.”

Sachs tap hgp vai canh sat mac sac phuc tir S¢ canh sat New York r6i ho
giup Swann ding day va bat dau chi cho han vao mdt xe van tai c6 hai mau
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tring-lam. Hin khyng lai, quay nguoi. “A, con chuyén nay nita. Trong nha
toi, dwdi ham....”

Sachs gat dau.

“Cac nguoi sé tim thdy mot ngwoi dudi dé. Phu niv. Tén la Carol Fiori.
Du khach nguoi Anh.”

“Ha?” Sachs chdp mat. Laurel mat chdc lat dé xtr 1y thong tin nay.

“Chuyén dai dong 1am, nhung du sao thi ¢6 nang & dwéi ham.”

“Anh... 6 dy & dudi ham nha anh. Chét? Hay bi thwong?”

“Khong, khong, khong. C6 nang van khée. Chac chi chan th6i. C6 nang
bi cong dwdi day.”

“Anh da lam gi, cudng hiép c6 ay ha?” Laurel héi.

Swann trong nhu bi lang ma. “Di nhién la khéng roi. T6i lam bira t6i cho
c6 nang, vay thoi. Mang tay, khoai tdy Anna va bién thé mén Veronique t6i
tw nghi ra - thit bé nudi bang c6 dung chung vGi nho va sot beurre blanc.
Phan thit nay t6i cho chd tir mot néng trai dac biét tai bang Montana tGi
bang dwong hang khong. Hao hang nhat thé gidi. Co6 nang chang an mot
chit. T6i cling doan c6 nang khong chiu an. Nhung t6i van c thit.” Han
nhun vai.

“Khi d6 anh dinh lam gi c6 dy?” Sachs héi.

“T6i cling khong biét,” Swann ndi. “Cha biét.”
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Khu vye nay an toan, ngudi ta bdo Shreve Metzger thé, nén y diéu khién
chiéc xe chinh pha cdp cho minh tir khu vure tap trung cach day vai nga tw,
xuyén qua nhitng con pho twom tdt, dén nha 6ng giam déc hanh chinh lam
viéc cho y.

Bang hitu cuia y.

Ké phan bai y.

Metzger thang thot khi thady can nha ngoai 6 xinh dep ctia 6ng ta, noi y
an t0i cach day hai tuan, trong chang khac khung canh chién dia y nhé twr
h6i & Iraq, c6 khac chang la bai cé xanh mén va nhitng chiéc Lexus cung
Mercedes dang do trén con pho gan d6. Cay c6i chay am i va khéi nha
thanh vét 1én trdi tir cac ctra s6 nha Boston. Twong nha sé &m cai mui nay
trong nhiéu nam, ngay ca sau khi son. D6 la chwa ké do dac va quan ao.

Thit Khéi von la thwong hiéu cta riéng y lién lap day y. Trong hom nay,
y lai nghi dén cau héi nay lan thit mot tram: Sao ong lai c6 thé lam vay ha,
Spencer?

Nhw véi bat ky ai tirng lang ma y - tif tén ban ca phé 16 mang dén mot ké
phan phiic nhw thé nay - Metzger cam thdy Itta gian birng 1én, cam thdy rat
kho6 cuwdng lai cai khao khat tébm c6 bon chiing, dap nat xwong bon chiing,
gao ru, rat mau. Tieu diét hoan toan.

Nhung ro6i, nghi rang cudc doi bay lau ctia Boston sé dén hoi tan lui,
Metzger quyét dinh hinh phat nhw vay da da. Khoi bén trong y nhat dan.

Mot biéu hién tot, ding khong bac si Fischer?

Co6 1é vay. Nhung s binh yén nay kéo dai dugc 1au khong? Co thé lau,
c6 thé khong. Tai sao nhitng tran chién quan trong budc phai la nhitng tran
chién sudt doi? Trong lwgng, con gian, tinh yéu...
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Y gio nhanh thé nganh cho mot vai canh sat dia phuwong mac sac phuc
xem 16i di cui ngwoi dudi day giang, vé phia Lincoln Rhyme va Amelia
Sachs.

Y chao ho va biét dugc dong co khién tay gidam déc hanh chinh ro ri chi
lénh STO. Cai toi khong xuat phat tiv lwong tdm hay hé tw twédng hay tién
bac. Ma chi vi ong ta bi vugt mat trong cudc tranh dua chirc vu cuc treéng
NIOS.

Metzger thdng thét. Thit nhat, Boston hoan toan khong thich hgp cho
chitc vu thdm nién nay. Tuy cé bo dang hoc hac va cap mat 16 do, nhung
Metzger lai la tay sat thu. Bat ky thit gi khién con Khoi cta riéng ta bién
mat chinh la thit quyét dinh con ngudi ta.

Spencer Boston, mat khac, la mot chuyén gia an ninh quoc gia can cu va
ti man, mot ngwdi khéo td6 chirc, mot tay choi, mot 1ai buén, mét ngwoi rat
duwgc viéc trén cac con phd mo swong ciia Managua hay Rio. Mot nguoi
khong sé hitu sting va ciling khéng biét dung sung - cling khong cé gan lam
vay.

Ong ta lam duogc cai quai gi v6i mot t6 chite nhw NIOS khi ma muc dich
duy nhéat caa né la két liéu mang song? Nhung tham vong khong khai
nguon tw 10-gic, Metzger biét thé.

Y beén gat dau tam biét Rhyme va Sachs mot cach hitng ho. Trudce do y
con hi vong doi mat véi Spencer Boston nhung Sachs da giai thich la 6ng
giam déc hanh chinh nay da di gdp vg con minh & Larchmont. Ong ta chwa
bi bat giit chinh thitc, van con nhiéu diéu phai tranh luan dé xét xem oOng ta
da pham t0i gi, néu c6. Cac toi danh sé & cap lién bang, khong phai cap tiéu
bang nén sy tham gia ctia S& canh sat New York chi la thit yéu.

O day da hét chuyén lam.

Spencer, sao ong lai...

Y quay ngoat vé huwéng chiéc xe cia minh. Va suyt nita dam sam vao
pho cong t6 vién quan Nance Laurel.

Ca hai déu dirng sitng, cach nhau vai phan. Y im bat. Co ta noi, “Lan nay
anh may day.”

“Noi vay nghia la sao?”
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“Moreno ti* bé quoc tich My. Vi vay ma vu an bi hdy. Ly do duy nhat.”

Shreve Metzger tu hoi liéu ai c6 ta cling nhin vao mat vitng vang nhu thé
khong. Co6 1& vay. Ngoai trir anh mat tinh nhan, y ngd vay. Vé mat nay thi
ho gidng nhau. Va y tu héi cai suy nghi ay 10i ra ti cai noi quai quy nao .

Co ta ndi tiép, “Anh lam thé nao dé duwgc vay?”

“Sao?”

“Moreno c6 that s tir bd quoc tich khong? Cho tai liéu tir dai st quan tai
Costa Rica c0 xac thuc khong?”

“Co dang cédo budc tbi tdi can trd tw phap day ha?”

“Anh chinh la can tr@ tv phap chi¥ con gi,” co ta no6i. “Cai ddy khong can
ban cai r6i. Chung t6i quyét dinh khong theo dudi cac toi danh day. To6i chi
muon biét cu thé vé cho tai liéu tir bé quoc tich.”

Thi ra nguoi ta da goi tvt Washington tGi Albany ra 1énh khong dugc truy
cttu cac t6i danh vé can trd tw phap. Metzger tw héi liéu day c6 phai la moén
qua chia tay ti* Phu thay khong. Chac la khong. Mot vu nhu thé nay nhat
dinh lam xau mat ca li.

“T6i cling khong con gi dé ndi vé deé tai day dau, c6 luat su. N6i chuyén
vdi chinh quyén bang di.”

“Al-Barani Rashid la ai?”

Vay ra co0 ta biét dugc it nhat hai nguwoi trong hang chd STO - Moreno va
Rashid.

“Toi khong ban luan cac hoat dong cuia NIOS v@i c6 duwge. Co khong co
thdm quyeén truy cap tai liéu mat.”

“Anh ta chét chwa?”

Metzger khong néi gi. Y van gilt cap mat mau hat phi cia minh nhin
thang vao mat co ta mét cach dé dang.

Laurel san t6i, “Anh chac chan Rashid c6 t0i?”

Khéi s6i 1én lam ni&t né da y nhw vo tritng. Y cay cd tham thi, “Walker da
1gi dung t0i, 1do lgi dung NIOS.”

“Anh dé ban than bi 1gi dung thi c6. Anh chi nghe diéu minh muén nghe
vé Moreno nén chang buon dat nghi van.”
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Khéi, nhiéu cudn, nhiéu cuon Khéi. “Sao vay, luat su? C6 byc minh vi
rot cudc co chi con lai mét vu &n mang thwong tinh théi ha? CEO mot nha
thau quan nhu phai ngwdi khit mot s6 nan nhan ha? Chan lam. Sao lam
néng kénh CNN nhu chuyén cuc tredng an ninh lién bang sap di tu dugc.”

Co ta khong tham gia vao cugc tranh luan nay. “Con Rashid? Anh tin
chac la khong c6 so suat nao hét?”

Metzger khong khoi nhé lai chuyén Barry Shales - va y - suyt nita da cho
no tung hai dita tré vao hu vo tai Reynosa, Mexico.

THNY: Khong duoc phé chuan...

Y soi suc khat khao mudn tan cong Laurel ngay. Hodc l1a quat thdo co ta
bang nhitng 10i cay doc vé voc dang lun tit, cap hong thi rong bé, phan son
thi 1oe loet, cha me thi v& ng, tinh trudng thi that bai - vu tinh tredng chi la
suy doan nhung chac chan chinh xac. Con gian cua Metzger chi mégi giy ra
ntta chuc vét bam hodc vét lan trong nhitng nam qua nhung 16i y n6i da lam
ton thvong ca khoi nguwoi. Chinh Khéi lam vay. Khoi khién ta mat nhan
tinh.

bi khéi thai.

Y quay di.

Laurel n6i mot cach binh than, “Ma toi cta Rashid la gi - tdi noi nhitng
diéu vé nuwdc MY khién anh khong thich ha? Toi bao nguoi khac dat nghi
van vé cac chuan myc va sy bdc trire cua dat nwdc nay w?... Nhung dugc
tw do héi nhitng cau héi nhw vay chang phdi chinh la cai hay ctia nwéc My
sao?”

Metzger dirng nhanh lai, quay lai quat, “No6i ct nhw may dita dau 6c don
gian viét toan nhitng thi sdo rong trén blog.” Y dirng ngay trudc mat co.
“Co bi sao vay? Tai sao c6 buc bdi nhitng gi ching t6i lam nhiéu dén vay?”

“Badi vi nhitng th cac ngwdi lam la sai trai. Hoa Ky la dat nwéc cta luat
phap, khong phai ctia con nguoi.”

“‘Chinh pht’ cua luat phap,” y stta. “John Adams. Cau nay nghe thi hay.
Nhung phan tich ky thi moi chuyen khong don gian dau. Mot chinh phu
cta luat phap. Bugc thoi. Thir nghi di: Luat phap doi héi phai dua ra kién
gidi vé quyen lyc va phai phan cap quyeén lyc, tit trén xudng dwéi. Phan
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quyén cho nhitng nguwdi nhu t6i - nhitng ngwdoi dwa ra quyét dinh phai thi
hanh nhitng diéu luat dé6 nhu thé nao.”

Co ta trad diia: “Luat phap khong c6 chuyén tang 10 nguyén tac xét x
ding trinh ty r6i hanh quyét cong dan tuy tién.”

“Chuyén t6i lam chang c6 gi la tuy tién ca.”

“Khong ha? Anh giét nhitng ngwdi ma anh nghi sé pham t6i.”

“Pugc r6i, co luat sw. Vay con canh sat ngoai duong thi sao? Anh ta thay
mot tén hung pham trong hém t6i cam mat thit rat c6 thé la sung. Co vé
nhw han ta sap ban nguwdi. Canh sat dwgc phép giét, ding chwa? Xét xw
duang trinh tw cua co6 ¢ dau trong treong hop nay, hanh vi luc soat, tich thu,
bat gitt ngwoi hgp ly cia c6 dau, quyén doi chat véi ngudi t6 cdo cua cb
dau?”

“A, nhung Moreno dau c6 sing.”

“Va doi khi cai thang trong hém ay chi c6 dién thoai di dong thoi. Nhung
han van bi ban vi ching ta da quyét dinh trao cho canh sat quyén phan
doan.” Y bubng ra mot tiéng cwoi tram va lanh. “No6i t6i nghe, chang phai
cO cling pham cung mot tdi sao?”

“Y anh 1a sa0?” c6 ta nat.

“Quyeén dugc xét Xt dung trinh ty cta t6i dau? Con cua Barry Shales thi
sao?”

Co ta chau may.

Y tiép tuc, “Khi diéu tra vu an nay, co c6 khai thac thong tin cta t6i? Caa
Barry? Co c6 kiém dwoc thong tin mat khong, tit FBI chang han? C6 c6 ‘vo
tinh’ bang cach nao dé6 mo tay vao cac doan tin hiéu bi can thiép cia NSA
khong?”

Mot sy do dv day nguwong ngap. Phai chang c6 ta dang do mat dwdi 16p
mat na trang? “Moi mén ching c t6i trinh toa, néu phai giam dinh cling sé
phu hgp vGi Biém stra d6i Hién phap Thit tw.”

Metzger mim cudi. “Toi khong noi veé toa ti€c gi hét. Toi néi dén chuyén
thu thap thong tin mot cach khong chinh thdng trong qua trinh diéu tra kia.”

Laurel chédp mat. Co ta khong noi gi.
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Y thi tham, “Co6 thay day, toi va c6 déu giang giai, phan doan, dwa ra
quyét dinh. Chiing ta song trong mdt thé gigi rat map ma.”

“Anh muon nghe cau trich dan khac khong, Shreve? Blackstone noi:
‘Tha cho muwoi tén td6i pham nhén nho con hon dé mot ngwdi vo toi phai
chiu t6i’. D6 la nguyén tac lam viéc caa to6i: bdo dam nguwdi vo tdi khong
tr@ thanh nan nhan. Con cach lam viéc cua anh dau phai vay.” Co ta mo ra
chum chia khoa cia minh t¢ chiéc vi nhau nat. “T6i sé tiép tuc theo doi
anh.”

“Vay thi toi mong gdp c6 0 toa, co luat su.”

Y xoay nguwoi buwdc trd lai xe minh. Y vira ngoi xuéng ghé trudc vira
binh tdm lai, mat khong quay lai nhin. Thé.

Buong bo di.

Nam phtt sau, y né mdy xe vira lic dién thoai reo. Y dé y s6 cia Ruth
tréen man hinh.

“Chao ba.”

“U, Shreve. Tdi biét chuyén roi. Chuyén Spencer c6 that khong?”

“E la that. Lat t6i ké thém cho ba biét. T6i khong mudn néi chuyén trén
dwong day ma.”

“Pugc thoi. Nhung do khong phai 1y do toi goi. Chung ta nhan dugc tin
tw* Washington.”

Phu thuy.

“Ong ta muon hen anh néi chuyén qua dién thoai vao chiéu mai.”

Chang phai ddi sung thi hanh an t hinh tap hgp lic binh minh day sao?

“Pugc r6i,” y ndi. “Guti cho toi chi tiét.” Y dudi ngwoi. Khép kéu tach
tach. “Néi di, Ruth?”

“San?”

“Giong lao nghe ra sao?”

C6 mot khoang nghi. “Ong ta... Toi thdy giong nghe khong 6n 1im,
Shreve.”

“Pugc roi, Ruth. Cam on ba.”

Y ngat may r6i dwa mat ra ngoai nhin hién tredng vu an ngoén ngang tai
nha Spencer Boston. Mui héa chat hang néng van con 16n vén, bia vay can
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nha phong cach Thudc dia va khuon vién.

Khoi...

Vay la xong. Moreno cé t6i hay khong ciing la chuyén ngoai I€,
Washington ltic nay thiéu gi ly do dé gidi tdn NIOS. Metzger da tuyén vao
vi tri gidam doc hanh chinh ctia minh mot ké t6 giac, lai con chon nha thau
quan nhu la mét tay CEO bién chat da ra Iénh tra tdn va giét nguoi.

Keét thic roi.

Metzger thé dai r6i vira vao s6 xe vira suy nghi: Xin 16i, nwdc My. T6i
cd hét stic roi.
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Vao 9 gio sang thit Bdy, Lincoln Rhyme dang di chuyén xe lan khap
phong giam dinh, doc chinh ta dé ngwoi khac ghi chép ban bao cdo chitng
c nham ho trg vu xét xit Walker va thoa thuan nhan t6i cia Swann. Anh
cling dé y dén lich sinh hoat cia minh, hién trén mot man hinh 16n.

Phau thudt thir Sdu, 26 thdng 5. Cé mdt tai bénh vién liic 9 gio sdng.

Khéng ubng rugu sau nira dém. Mot giot ciing khong.

Anh mim cuoi khi doc dong thit hai, do Thom ghi vao.

Can biét thy pho that yén tinh. HS ly cua anh dang & trong bép va Sachs
dang & can hd cda c6 tai Brooklyn. Tang ham nha c6 phat sinh van dé nén
co dang chod thau khoan dén. Lat nita day co sé gap mat Nance Laurel - dé
cung uong vai ly va dung bita toi.

Va noi xau dan ong...

Rhyme hai long khi hai ngwdi phu nit nay, sau tat cd mau thuan, da tr@
thanh ban beé. Sachs khong c6 nhiéu ban.

Tiéng chudng cta vong lai va Rhyme nghe tiéng budc chan cia Thom di
vé phia ctra chinh. Mét lat sau, cau trd lai cing mdt nhan vat cao 16n mac
com 1€ nau, so mi trdng va ca vat v@i sac thai xanh 1a anh khong tai nao mo
ta duoc.

Pai uy Bill Myers thugc S¢ Canh sat New York. Pon vi Cong tac DPac
biét gi dé.

Moi ngudi chao héi nhau xong, Bill Myers roi vao mot giong diéu phan
khich, hét 10i khen nggi Rhyme da giai quyét xong vu an.

“Mot triéu nam nita cling dirng hong gap lai vu an twong tw,” tay dai uy
noi.

“Toi cling bat ngo vdi dién bién caa né.”
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“Nhat dinh ré6i. Phan anh c6 vai suy luan duong hoang ra phét.”

Tr “dwong hoang” chi dung mo ta mot thit phai phép xa giao hoac khong
thé tuc, n6 khong c6 nghia “tam dwgc” hay “t6t”. Nhung biét minh chang
thé nao thay déi dwgc mot chuyén gia biét ngtr nén Rhyme lam thinh. Anh
nhan ra sy im lang da bao trim ca bau khong khi khi Myers nhin chiéc may
sac ky chat khi bang mét sy cham chi ma hoan canh thong thwong - va
chinh cai may dy - khong cho phép.

RO6i tay dai iy nhin quanh phong giam dinh va quan sat thay chi c6 bon
ho.

Va Rhyme biét.

“Muon noi vé chuyén cua Amelia, ding chwa Bill?”

Uéc chi anh khéng dung tén c6. Hai nguwdi hoan toan khong hé mé tin,
ngoai trtr kiéu mé tin nay. Ho chwa bao gid goi nhau bang tén.

“Phai. Lon n6i chuyén vGi anh roi phai khong? Chuyén t6i ban khoan vé
sttc khée cta co ay?”

“Anh dy noi roi.”

“Pé toi thao mad thém,” Myers néi. “T6i da cho c6 ay it thoi gian dé hoan
tat vu an nay roi di kiém tra sttc khée. Nhung t6i khong dinh di theo 16
trinh ddy. Toi da doc ban bao cdo vu bo rap tai Glen Cove roi, vé viéc co ay
va si quan Pulaski téom c6 Jacob Swann. B4o cdo bén quan y noéi la dau goi
co dy khuyu xudéng hoan toan sau khi nghi can dé y c6 ay dang dau nén
ddm da trang cai dau goi day. ST quan Pulaski ma khéng c6 mat & day thi
c6 dy bi giét roi. Spencer Boston ciing suyt chét, va biét dau con chét thém
vai canh sat dac nhiém nita khi ho tién hanh xam nhap linh dong.”

Rhyme no6i coc 16c, “Co ay da ha tén hung tha day, Bill.”

“Co dy may thoi. B4o cdo noi sau dé co6 dy gan nhw khong budc néi.”

“Gio co ay khée ro6i.”

“Khoe ro6i a?”

Khong, chwa khoe. Rhyme khong noi gi.

“Chuyén rd nhw ban ngay ma, Lincoln. Chang ai mudn dé cap dén
chuyén nay nhung day la mot tinh huéng rac ré6i. Co dy dang dat ban than
va nguoi khac vao nguy hiém. T6i mudn ban riéng vGi anh vé chuyén nay
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tir 1au r6i. Chung t6i da hop lai va goi ra dwgc mét quyét dinh. T6i sé thang
chitc cho c6 ay ra khoi nganh. Co ay sé lam giam sat trong T6 Trong an. Va
ching t6i cho c6 ay ham ha si. Nhung t6i biét c6 ay sé phan tng.”

Rhyme gian dit. Pay chinh la Sachs ctia anh ma tay dai Gy néi dén bang
nhitng cach ndi sao rong ré tién nhat.

Nhwng anh van lam thinh.

Tay dai Uy ndi tiép, “T6i can anh thuyét phuc c6 ay, Lincoln. Ching ta
khong mudn mat c6 dy, c6 dy qua giéi. Nhung sé khong thé gilt c6 ay néu
c6 ay c khang khang lam trong nganh. Cho c6 ay ng6i ban gidy la phuwong
an duy nhat.”

ROi c6 sé lam gi sau khi ra khoi S& canh sat New York? Trd thanh c6 van
tw do nhu anh chang? Nhung vay khong phai cach lam viéc cua Sachs. Co
la mot ngwoi kham hién treong vu an xuat sac, véi t6 chat dong cam bam
sinh va ban tinh ngoan cwong. Nhung co phdi lam canh sat trong nganh,
chit khéng thé ru ra trong phong giam dinh nhw anh. Va phép y dwong
nhién khong phai 1a chuyén mon duy nhat cia c6. Néu c6 khong thé phong
t¢i mot vu giit con tin hay bat cwdp dang tiép dién dé giao chién vdi thu
pham, c0 sé chét mon.

“Anh no6i chuyén véi co6 ay nhé, Lincoln?”

Cudi cung anh mé& miéng dap, “Pé t6i noéi chuyén vai co ay.”

“Cam on anh. Vi lgi ich cta c6 ay théi. Ching ta that sy rat can ngudi
gioi nhat. Vay sé ven ca doi duwong cho moi nguoi.”

Tay dai uy bat tay roi di khoi.

Rhyme nhin cham cham vao cho ban noi Sachs dao gan day ngoi diéu tra
vu an Moreno. Tuwdng chung anh ngtri dugc loang thoang mui xa phong
hwong danh danh wa thich cta 6, mac du rat c6 kha nang dé chi la mot ky
trc thom nong.

Dé t6i ndi chuyén vai co ay...

ROi anh xoay xe ldn, diéu khién xe trd lai cho bang trang, nghién cttu noi
dung trén bang ky ludng. Anh cdm thdy an long, nhv thuong 1€, tredc sy
khtic chiét va ly ky cda chitng ct.
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Con tau ché hang pho thong dai gan 34 mét, dang né binh bich duéi
cong suat dong co diézen, ré séng xuyén qua Bién Caribé, mot dai nuwéc
mau ngoc lam khong 16, tirng la noi trd ngu cda tau cwdp bién lan chién
thuyén gidi quy toc va gio day la dwong cao toc ctia du khach cung san
choi cua thiéu so siéu giau.

Con tau treo c0 Cong hoa Dominic da tron ba mwoi tudi. Mot dong co
Detroit 16-149 tiép sttc cho con tau xuyén qua khéi nwéc bién vGi van toc
dang né la 13 hai ly/gig, théng qua mot con vit duy nhat. Mén nuwdc cta tau
la 4,6 mét nhung hom nay tau lwét cao do khoi lwgng hang hoa nhe.

Mot cot buém cao, nam phia treéc, chiém wu thé trong cau tric thwong
tang, con khoang chi huy thi rong rai nhung 16n x0n, day ap trang thiét bi
hoa tiéu da qua st dung dugc vit chat, dan chdt hodc cot lai. Banh lai la mot
vong go 16i thdi c6 nan hoa.

Cudp bién...

Ping tredc banh 1ai chinh 1a Enrico Cruz béo lun nam muoi hai tu6i.
Pay la tén that ctia ga, mac du hau hét moi nguwdi biét ga qua cai tén gia,
Henry Cross, mot nguwdi New York diéu hanh vai t6 chitc phi chinh phq,
trong do t6 chitc 16n va ndi tiéng nhat 1a Lép hoc cho Cac nuwdc chau My.

Hom nay Cruz don doc trén boong tau, bdi nguwdi nhé ra phai dong hanh
cung ga hom nay da bi sat hai ¢ day phong 1200 cua khach san South Cove
tai Bahamas. Mot phat dan duy nhat vao nguc da bao ddm Roberto Moreno
sé khong tham gia chuyén hanh trinh nay cting ban minh.

Cruz va Moreno quen nhau da vai thap nién, ké tir khi ban than cua
Moreno, chinh la em trai Cruz, José, cling bi sat hai - phai, do la tw ding
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dan - va tha pham la mot trire thang vii trang ctia My tai Panama trong cudc
xam lwgc vao nam 1989.

Keé tir thoi diém do, hai nguwoi da hop tac vdi nhau dé tuyén chién véi cai
dan téc da vo tw do6 bd vao Panama, dat nwdc cua ga, dé roi phan rang, 0i,
xin 16i nhé, ké doc tai ma bon tao ting hé ngan dy nam rot cudc lai la ké
Xau.

Trong chién dich chéng lai Hoa Ky ctia minh, hai nguoi chi khac nhau vé
cach tiép can. Moreno thi thang tinh nén céng khai bai My, trong khi Cruz
thi hoat dong ndc danh, diéu nay cho phép ga thiét 1ap cac cudc tdn cong va
chuyén khi tai cung tién bac dén cac noi ma nhitng thi nay phat huy 1gi ich
cao nhat. Nhung hop lai, Cruz va Moreno van la tru ¢t cia phong trao
khong tén nay.

Ching da cht muwu gay ra cai chét cia gan ba tram céng dan My va
nhitng ké ngoai quoc phu phuc tredc cac chuan muc phwong Tay: doanh
nhan, gido sw, chinh tri gia, quan chitc chap phap chong ma tiy, nha ngoai
giao cung gia dinh cua ho.

Nhitng cudc tdn céng nay von ca biét va nho, dé gidi chirc trach khong
tim ra dwgc moi lién hé gitta nhitng vu nay. Nhung ké hoach ngay hém nay
lai hoan toan trai ngwgc: mot cudc tong tan cong vao dau nao chinh tri, xa
héi va doanh nghiép ctia nwéc M. Moreno da chuan bi nhiéu thang troi -
tl* béd quoc tich, cat dit moi quan hé véi Hoa Ky, chuyén tién tir Hoa Ky
dén quan ddao Cayman, mua nha & mot vung hoang vu ctia Venezuela - toan
b6 déu nham chuan bi cho diéu sap xdy ra.

Con vii khi trong tdm cta cudc tdn cong? Chinh la con tau lic nay dang
ré xuyén qua song nuwoc.

La nguwdi Panama béan dia, Cruz da tam minh trong nganh hang hai suot
gan hét cudc doi trai tré, ga biét 1ai con tau c6 kich thwdc ngan nay. Hon
nita, ngay nay ta khong can phdi biét gi cao xa hon ky nang 1ai tau thuc
dung. Mot doi thuy tha thao nghé trong phong dong co, thiét bi GPS va ché
do lai ty dong trong khoang 1ai la tat cd nhitng gi ta can. Chi cé vay. May
tinh hién dang dam dwong cong viéc nang nhoc la dwa chiéc tau dén dich.
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Chiing dang lw6t 1 ach vé hudng tay bic thién bacl1%! xuyén qua cac ving
bién c6 s6ng con dang cao gan mot mét. Ngay hom nay xanh ngdi mot mau
da troi, gi6 van dai dang, bui nwéc trong nhw kinh van hoa.

Con tau nay khong co tén, hoac khong con tén, vi dwgc mua thong qua
mot loat cac tap doan c6 that nhwng it tiéng tam, va ngwdoi ta chi biét dén né
qua ma so dang ky. No ting c6 ho so Iwu trong may tinh tai Cong hoa
Dominic, kém mot muc twong @ng trong so dang ky, nhung cac so liéu nay
da bi x6a khoi may tinh va tiéu hiy khoi s6 sach.

Con tau nay vo danh.

Cruz ting tinh dén chuyén dat tén thanh than mat cho con tau trudc khi
giong buom khdi hanh tir Nassau - Roberta, theo tén ban ga, dwgc nit tinh
héa danh cho tau thuyén. Nhung roi ga lai quyét dinh t6t nhat nén don gian
goi no la “con tau”. N6 c6 mau den va xam da son cung nhiéu vét sat gi.
Song doi véi ga, n6 van xinh dep.

Ga ben nhin dich dén, cai cham den cach xa vai cay so0. Thiét bi GPS da
tinh chinh hé thong hoa tiéu dé bu cho sttc gié, nho vay ma nhitng huéng di
méi ty dong chuyén sang dudi lai. G& cam nhan con tau dap lai. Ga rat
thich cai cadm gidc mot sinh vat 16n nhwong nay biét phuc tuing ménh 1énh.

Ctra md ra va mot tén dan 6ng nhap bon. Han c¢6 lan da den, cai dau hinh
vién dan, cao nhan béng, than hinh manh dé. Bobby Cheval mac quan bo,
so mi bo c6 ¢6 tay cat ngan dé giong ao ba 16. Han di chan dat. Han liéc vé
phia dudng chan troi r6i noi, “May thdy co tiéc khong chi? Anh dy khong
dwgc chitng kién chuyén nay. Buon thay.”

Bdy lau Cheval la dau moi lién lac chinh cia Robert Moreno tai
Bahamas.

“Co6 thé anh dy sé thay,” Cruz noi. Ga khong tin diéu d6 nhung néi dé
tran an Cheval, ké deo quanh c6 mot cay thanh gia 1ong ngwa. Cruz khong
chap nhéan thé gidi bén kia. Ga biét anh ban Roberto Moreno cia minh da
chét, hét nhw trdi tim cda cai chinh pha da sat hai anh ay.

Cheval, ké sé 1anh dao Phong trao Trao quyén Dia phwong tai Bahamas
ngay khi né van hanh tréi chay, gitt mot vai tro nong cot trong viéc dan xép
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ké hoach cho hom nay.

“Co thay tau nao khong? C6 dau hiéu bi theo doi khong?” Cruz hai.

“Khong, khong. Khong c6 gi hét.”

Cruz chac chan khong ai nghi ngd chuyén sap stra xdy ra. Sudt thoi gian
qua ching v6 cung can than. Khoanh khac lo au duy nhat ctia ga xuat hién
ngay trong tuan nay, khi 4 canh sat to6c dé ggi cam ay bwdc vao van phong
L&p hoc cho Cac nwéc chau My trén dwong Chambers dé hoi vé chuyén
ghé tham ctia Roberto ngay 1 thang 5. Thoat dau ga ngac nhién nhuwng Cruz
tirng doi pho vdi kha kha ké mat hang - 1 dau so trong al-Qaeda chang
han, ca bon phién quan Con dwong Sang - nén con lau ga mdi khiép sg. Ga
da danh lac huwéng tham tr Sachs bang cau chuyén c6 that vé “ga da trang”,
tat nhién la nguwoi cia NIOS, da bam dubi Roberto. Con lam & lac xa hon
nita bang chat tinh tiét hw cau vé mot chiéc may bay tw nhan bi an.

Péanh lac huéng bang mot chiéc may bay xanh lam, han nghi bung r6i
mim cwoi. Roberto néu con song nhat dinh sé thich lam.

“Xuong san sang chwa?” Cruz héi Cheval.

“S&n sang roi. Chiing ta dén gan c& nao? Y tdi 1a trwdc khi bo tau.”

“Hai cdy s6 la dugc roi.”

Dung thoi diém, nam tén trong thuy tht doan sé leo vao mét chiéc xuong
than hep tdc do cao va chay vé huéng ngugce lai. Ching sé theo doi tién
trinh ctia con tau trén may tinh. Ching c6 thé 1ai tau tir xa néu hé thong
GPS va hé thong tv 1ai bi héng, c6 mot may quay dat trén khoang lai va
ching cé thé quan sat con tau tién gan dén dich. Cai dich ma bon chiing
nhin vao ngay luc nay.

Miami Rover la gian khoan dau duy nhat cia cong ty Khoan Loc Dau
My trong khu vuc, toa lac tai diém cach bai bién Miami khoang bén muoi
tam cay s6. (Ma cai tén cta né ciling khd mia mai: N6 ching du ngoan!12¢!
noi nao nita va trudc dé n6é khéi hanh tir Texas dén thang day, v6i van téc
nwdc chay ngodt la hon 4 hai 1i/gio).

Nhiéu thang triéc, Moreno va Cruz da quyét dinh chon cong ty dau nay
lam muc tiéu cho “thong diép” 16n nhat cia ching cho dén thoi diém nay.
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Cong ty Khoan Loc Dau MY da an cap nhiéu tdc dat rong 16n tai Nam My
va xua dudi hang nghin nguoi, cho ho mot noi dinh cv dang thwong hai
hong do6i 1y chit ky cua ho trén nhitng hgp dong chuyén nhwgng ma hau
hét nhitng nguwdi nay chang biét doc mot chit. Moreno da t6 chitc mot loat
cac cudc biéu tinh phan doi tai My va cac noi khac trong sudt thang vira
qua. Cac cudc biéu tinh nay phuc vu hai muc dich. Thi¢ nhat, ching sé dwa
ra anh sang nhitng tdi ac cua cong ty nay. Nhung, thi hai, chung cang lam
nguoi ta tin rang Moreno chi biét khoac lac. Mot khi nha chitc trach thay y
chi biét phan doi miéng don thuan thi phan 16n bon ho sé mat hitng thu doi
VOl y.

Thanh th chang ai lan theo cdc manh moéi von di cé thé phanh phui
chuyén sap xdy ra vao hém nay: dam con tau vao gian khoan Miami Rover.
MGt khi va cham, nhiéu thiing phuy dung tich hai tram lit chita hon hgp cay
gom nhién liéu diézen, phan bén va nitométan sé phat no, pha huy gian
khoan.

Song Moreno va Cruz da nhan dinh mac du d6 sé la mot vu nd vi sy
nghiép chung nhwng nhuw vay van chwa du. Giét chirtng sdu mwoi cong nhan,
pha hay gian khoan dau 16n nhat tai ving BPéng Nam v? Lam vay khac nao
ké dong chi dang thwong!l!%! 33 ty ddm chiéc mdy bay tw nhan cta minh
vao toa nha S& Thué vu Hoa Ky tai Austin, bang Texas. Han giét mot vai
ngwoi. Gay ra chut it thiét hai, lam tac nghén xe co. Ro6i chang bao 1au, chg
van dong trd lai tai thu pha bang Ng6i sao Don Ié.

Diéu sap xdy ra hom nay t6i té hon nhiéu. Sau khi vu nd dau tién pha
hay gian khoan, con tau sé chim nhanh. Trong dudi tau la mot qua bom thw
hai sé chim xudng day bién gan dau giéng khoan. Mot kip n6 gan thiét bi
do do sau sé gay tiép mot vu nd nita, pha hiy cac bd phan chéng phut dau
dang thang lan dang vong. Khong c6 cac bo phan nay dé chan lai dong
chdy, dau sé ao at tudn ra bién véi toc do 120.000 thung mdot ngay, gan gap
doi lwgng dau da tran ra trong tham hoa gian khoan Deepwater Horizon tai
vung Vinh.
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Gio va nhitng dong chdy trén mat bién sé day nhanh vét dau loang trong
st ménh pha hday phan 1én bo bién phia dong ctia bang Florida va bang
Georgia. Va tham chi c6 thé lan tGi hai bang Nam va Bac Carolina. Cac
cang sé dong cwra, nganh hang hai va du lich sé dinh tré vo thoi han, hang
triéu nguwoi sé hitng chiu mot thiét hai kinh té khong 16.

Roberto tirng noéi, “Bon My mudn dau cho 6 t6, hé thong diéu hoa va cac
cong ty tw ban ctia chuing. Thi day, téi cho bon ho dau. Bon ho tha hé ma
dam chim trong s6 dau chung ta giao dén!”

Bo6n muoi phiit sau, con tau cach gian Miami Rover ba cay so.

Enrico Cruz kiém tra thiét bi GPS mot lan cudi, doan ga va Cheval roi
khoi khoang 14i. Cruz néi, “Tét ca vao ca no.”

Cruz hoéi ha chay vao ham chita tanh twéi ¢ tredc tau va kiém tra qua
bom chinh. Trong ham, nwéc nhép nhda chdy ong oc. Moi thit déu 6n. Ga
kich hoat qua bom. R6i ga kich hoat luén qua bom thi¢ hai, qua nay sé pha
huay thiét bi chéng phut dau.

Poan ga lai hoi ha quay lai choé boong tau dang chao ddo. Ga li€c nhin
mii tau. BPwgc lam, con tau dang nham ngay vao gian khoan. Ga lw6t mat
qua cdu tric san khong 16 cua gian khoan - dé thudng cao hon ba muoi mét
trén mat nwdc. Khong thdy cong nhan nao. Piéu nay ciing binh thuong.
Khoéng ai ¢ gian khoan dau lai phi thdi gian nam ué odi trén cau tric thugng
tang bang sat nong huwc dé thu vao tam mat nhitng tht chang phai quang
canh dep dé gi. Bon ho dang miét mai bén trong gian khoan, phan 16n &
trong nha khoan, hodc dang ngt chd ca tiép theo.

Cruz héi ha chay dén bén hong con tau ro6i leo bang thang day va tha
minh xu6ng chiéc ca n6 cung Cheval va nhitng ngudi khac trong doan thiy
thu.

bong co nd may.

Nhung tride khi ching roi khéi, Cruz mé long ban tay ra hon phan thit
trén cac ngon tay cua minh. Poan ga cham long ban tay vao mot mang luon
tau gi sét roi thi tham, “Cai nay danh cho anh, Roberto.”
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Cum hanh khach trén boong truéc ctia chiéc du thuyén dang dugc Jim,
qué New Jersey, chup anh, phan biét vgi Jim qué Cleveland va Jim qué
London (that ra, Jim ngwoi Anh nay chudng tén “James” hon, nhung vi anh
dang nghi mat nén anh rat vui vé hoa nhap véi nhitng ngwdi khac).

Ca nhom da hoa dong hon sau may ngay ké tir khi chiéc tau dai duwong
ché khach nay roi Hamilton, thuéc Bermuda, va ho da danh ra hét tiéng
dong ho dau tién trong tiéc rwvgu xa giao dé phat hién ra giita ho cé nhiéu
diém trung hgp vé su nghiép, vé s con cdi... va tén.

B6n nguoi tén Jim, hai nguwdi tén Sally.

Jim qué California thi & tang dwéi, nhung vi miéng dan chong say song
va thuéc Dramamine déu khong cé tac dung may, thanh thitr anh sé khong
c6 mat trong tam anh.

Jim qué New Jersey xép moi nguoi thanh hang dwa vao bd phan tau ma
anh goi la mép gac sting, mac du chang ai biét chinh xac no la gi - anh ciing
khong biét - nhung cai tir doc ra nghe hay hay va c6 vé hang hai.

“Khong ai dugc hat bai nhac phim Titanic.”

Bdy lau dau dau trén tau cling nghe bai nay, nhat la khi cac quay ruwgu
van md ctta mudn tan dén khuya, nhwng sy that 1a rat it ai, du nam hay ni¥,
c6 thé trinh bay thanh céng bai hat ngot ngao nay nhu Celine Dion.

“Po la Florida phai khong?” c6 nguoi hoi. Mot trong hai c6 Sally, Jim
qué New Jersey tin nhu vay.

Anh thdy mot dwong mo nhat trén chan troi nhung do cé 1é chi 1a mot
16p may.

“Chac chwa dén dau.”

“Nhung céi gi ¢ kia? La mot toa nha.”
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“A, d6 1a gian khoan dau. Gian dau tién trong khu vic Pai TAy Duong
nay. Co6 khéng xem tin titrc a? Cach day khoang mdt nam gi ddy. Nguoi ta
tim thay dau gitta Nassau va Florida.”

“Nguoi ta? Nguoi ta la ai? Ai cling ndi ‘ngudi ta’. Anh c6 dinh chup anh
khong thé? Coc margarita cta toi dang chay ra day nay.”

“Dau My. Khoan Loc Dau My. Téi cling cha nhé nita.”

“T6i ghét may thit day,” Sally qué Chicago lau bau. “Anh tirng thay lii
chim & vung Vinh chwa? Minh may ching né day dau. Khung khiép. To6i da
khoc day.”

“Roi nhiéu thang troi cling chang c6 duwgc tém ngon dé an.”

Nguoi thg danh sap xép cac doi twgng duwgce chup thanh hang, dé ho dwa
nguwoi vao mép gac stng roi nhan man trap may Canon.

Tach, tach, tach, tach, tach...

bu dé chac chan chup dugce tdm dnh khéng c6 ngwdi chép mat.

Sau khi chitng c¢ cua ky nghi nay dugc Iwu vao mét con chip silic, cac
du khéch xoay nguoi ngam bién ca va cudc tro chuyén dién ra lan man, nao
de tai bira toi, chuyén mua sam tai Miami, chuyén khach san Fontainebleau,
chuyén lau dai Versace van con mé cira don cong ching khong?

“T6i nghe néi 6ng ta c6 mot nha tam da cho tdm ngwoi ddy,” Jim qué
London nai.

Claire bac bo ngay.

“Oi, me kiép,” Jim qué New Jersey ha héc.

“Anh a!” vg anh ta ray.

Nhung chiéc mdy anh lai gio cao thém lan nita. Tiéng n6 chwa kip dén tai
moi nguwoi thi ho da xoay lai va tdp trung nhin vao mot dam may nam
khong 16, boc 1én dé chirng hon ba tram mét trong khong trung.

“Oi troi oi. La cai gian dau!”

“Khong, khong!”

“Oi troi oi. Ai d6 goi ngudi nao di.”

Tach, tach, tach, tach...
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“Udc tinh thiét hai thé nao?”

Shreve Metzger, van quan bo xanh duwong va so mi trang dai tay khong
déng thung & giita, dang nhoai nguwdi vé mot man hinh mdy tinh, nhin cham
nhin chap vao dam khéi lan swong lo lttng bén bién Caribé, cach ho hon
1.500 cay so.

“Tan tanh hét,” m6t chuyén vién lién lac NIOS néi tir mot bang diéu
khién bén canh y, m6t phu ni tré cé mai toc bui chat dén phat dau. Giong
c6 chuyén vién lién lac nay déu déu vo cam.

Canh trén man hinh cho thiy ré chang con gi so6t lai, ngoai mdt vét dau,
mot it gach vun.

Va khoi. Rat nhiéu khéi.

Tan tanh hét...

Lincoln Rhyme va Amelia Sachs, cung v6i Metzger va c6 chuyén vién
lién lac, dang trong van phong phia ngoai cia toa xe kéo Tram Diéu khién
Mat dat caa NIOS, trén duong Rector thuoc Manhattan Ha. Trong bai xe.

Rhyme nhiu mat nhin nhitng mau go va nhwa cuing nhitng anh dau 6ng
anh dap don, ma ba muoi gidy tredc con hop thanh chiéc tau chd hang dai
34 mét ciaa Cong hoa Dominic dugc nguoi ban cua Robert Moreno, Henry
Cross, bi danh Enrico Cruz, dan huéng dam vao gian Miami Rover, gian
khoan dau cua cong ty Khoan Loc Dau My nam ngoai khai bién Florida.

Co chuyén vién lién lac cham vao tai nghe. “Bao cdo, c6 mot vu nd thi
hai, dwdi nudc, thwa cuc trudng. Sau khoang 240 hoac 270 mét.”

Mot choc sau, ho thay trén man hinh phan gidi cao mot dam bong bong
nho sti trén mat nwdc. Chi cé vay. Rhyme cho rang qua bom thit hai cho du
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16n dén dau, véi y do pha hiy dau giéng cta gian khoan, theo suy doan cua
anh, thi lvgng nwéc khong 16 cling gidm di kha nhiéu tac dong cia no.

Rhyme nhin qua bitc twong kinh chia toa xe kéo ra lam déi: Buong Khir
cua GCS. Anh dé y thdy trong anh sang mo do la ngwoi vira gay ra vu tan
pha - va cttu mang nhitng ngwoi trén gian khoan, ciing nhw cttu v6t phan
16n khu vire phia dong cta bo bién Florida.

Khong hé hay biét c6 nguwoi dang quan sat minh, Barry Shales van ngoi
tai tram diéu hanh may bay khong ngudi lai. B6i véi Rhyme, né trong nhw
mot buong 1ai may bay Iwu dong. Shales dang ngo6i phia trudc, vé kha thodi
mai, trong mot chiéc ghé da mau vang nau ém 4, doi dién nam man hinh
phang.

Ban tay ctia ngwoi si quan NIOS nam chat can diéu khién, mac du han
doi khi lai van hodc gd mot trong s6 hang tram chiéc ndm, 6 xoay, cong tac,
phim bam.

Rhyme dé y thdy cé ngudi da gan thém day an toan vao chiéc ghé. N6
dung dwa xudng san nha trong tinh trang khong cai then. Mot tro dua, nhat
dinh la vay.

Shales @ m6t minh trong can phong mo do c6 vé duge cach am, cé 1é dé
han khong bi phan tdm trudc ti€éng on tir cac cdng s - hodc tr nhitng vi
khach nhw Rhyme va Sachs vao ngay hom nay. Chuyén di nhitng thong
diép chét ngudi tw trén cao chac chan doi hoi su tap trung cuc ky cao do.

Co chuyén vién lién lac, hién két noi tryc tiép véi cac nhan vién bao an
Cong ty Dau My dang c6 mat trén gian khoan, cting go nhiéu nut, héi mot
sO cau roi thong bao dén Metzger, Rhyme va Sachs, “Xac nhan khong co
thiét hai nao déi véi Miami Rover hay bo phan chong phut dau. Khéng c6
thwong tich, tr mot vai ca dau tai.”

Khoéng bat ngd khi mot qua bom phan bon khéng 16 phat n6é cach ta hon
800 mét.

Khi Rhyme xét lai chitng ci¢ cach day niva tiéng, anh chgt nhan ra mot so
chi tiét khéng hop ly. Anh da goi ntta ta cudc dién thoai réi suy ra rang co
thé sdp xdy ra mot vu tan cong. Anh lién lac vGi Metzger. Sau d6 dién ra
tranh ludn nay Ita tai Washington va tai NIOS. Mu6n trién khai nhanh may
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bay chién dau doi hoi phai xin phép nhiéu co quan tir Lau Nam Goc tré 1én,
sé phi mat hang gio dong ho dé duwgc chap thuan.

Metzger, di nhién, c6 mdt gidi phap. Y da thinh cau Barry Shales, bdy
gi0 dang tién duong veé tong bo 14y tw trang - Metzger gidi thich rang tay
phi cong nay da quyét dinh roi khoi NIOS.

Biét hau qua sé tham khdc néu vu tdn cong sap tdi thanh céng va thoi
han dang gan ké - chi con vai phut - tay ciu si quan khong quan nay mién
cwong dong y giap do. Han lai chiéc may bay khoéng nguoi lai tw
Homestead dén mot diém ngay trén chiéc tau chd hang réi bay lo lttng trén
dé. Con tau r6 rang bi bo roi, ho thay thuy thu doan tréo vao mot ca nd roi
tau thoat. Khi mot loat cac 1énh bé dam yéu cau chiéc tau ché hang nay doi
hwéng bi 16 di, Shales phong mot qua Hellfire tring vao ham chita phia
trudc, la noi Rhyme dy doan c6 dat qua bom phan bon.

Trung dich.

Shales liuc nay dang ré chiéc may bay khong ngwoi 1ai theo huwéng khac
va bat dau theo sau chiéc tau nho ché thay tht doan, nhitng ké da bé con
tau 16n trwedc d6 hai mwoi phit. Xuat hién trén man hinh la mét chiéc ca n6
mii dai, mau den, dang ré nhitng con song cach xa gian khoan va vu né.

Rhyme nghe giong Barry Shales qua mot chiéc loa gan tran. “UAV Bon
Tam Mot goi Trung tam Florida. T6i c6 mot muc tiéu phu trong tdm ngam
va dang tién hanh kh6a muc tiéu. Khoang cach téi muc tiéu la 1.650 mét.”

“R0, Bon Tam Mot. Thu hep khoang cach t6i muc tiéu con 900 mét.”

“R0, Trung tam Florida. Bon Tam Mat.”

Trén man hinh, Rhyme thady Henry Cross va dam thay tha da bo tau dang
tang toc dén noi an toan. Nét mdt ctia ching tuy khong thé hién ro rét
nhung ng6én nglt hinh thé cta ching ggi 1én sy boi rdi va lo au. Nhiéu kha
nang, chiing khong nghe tiéng may bay hay thdy qua tén Itta nén ci¥ nghi
qua bom bj truc trac cho nao dé khién n6 phat n6 sém. Co6 1é chiing dang
nghi, Chua oi, biét dau qua bom da n6 néu bon minh con & trén tau.

“Bon Tam Mot goi Trung tdm Florida. T6i cach muc tiéu 900 mét. ba
khoa vao chiéc tau phu. Vi toc do nay, muwoi phit nita bon ching sé dén
dwéi con Harrogate. Xin tw van.”
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“R0o. Chung toi hién dang danh tin hiéu trén cac tan s6 chung. Chua thay
hoi dap.”

Shales binh than dap, “R6. Bon Tam Mat.”

Rhyme bén liéc nhin Sachs, gwong mat ¢6 16 cung vé au lo nhuw anh. Ho
sap chitng kién sau ngwoi bi hanh quyét tai cho chang?

Chung bi bat qua tang thuc hién hanh vi khing bé. Nhuwng céi nguy co ay
da bi trung hoa roi. Va lai, Rhyme chgt nghi, liéu tit cad bon ching déu la
khtuing b6 chang? Néu c6 mot hai ngudi 1a thay tha vo tdi chang biét gi vé
s0 hang va st mang cta con tau do thi sao?

Bat chot, cudc xung dot gitta Shreve Metzger va Nance Laurel tré thanh
tam diém chu y mot cach ro rét, dau dén.

“Bon Tam Mot, Trung tam Florida day. Khong thidy hoi dap doi véi tin
hiéu. Cho phép phéng dau dan.”

Rhyme thay Barry Shales danh ngudi lai.

Han ngo6i bat dong trong choc lat réi reén nguwdi tdi trede, bat mé nap
mot nut trén mot 6 diéu khién tredc mat.

Shreve Metzger ndi vao trong micro trén ban lam viéc treéc mat, “Barry.
Ban stng truong ngang qua mii tau.”

Qua chiéc loa Shales néi, “UAV Bon Tam Mot goi Trung tam Florida.
Khéng phéong dau dan. Chuyén sang ché dé Sung truong Tam xa.”

“R06, Bon Tam Mot.”

Trong Buong Khir, Barry Shales gitt mot can diéu khién va nhiu mat nhin
man hinh hién anh chiéc tau dang phéng nhanh. Han cham mét 6 diéu
khién mau den trwdc mat. Sau khoang chd ngan ngui, trong sy im lang ky
quai, ba cot nuwdc lién ké ban vao khong trung vai mét phia truedc chiéc tau
dang phong nhanh.

Chiéc tau thudn thudén van tiép tuc chay, mac du moi ngudi trén tau dang
nhin quanh quat. Vai thuy tha trong tré mang, khong hon gi nhitng cau trai
m&i 16n.

“Trung tam Florida goi Bon Tam Mot. Chung t6i nhan thdy khong co
thay doi vé van t6c cua muc tiéu, van cho phép phéng dau dan.”

“R06. Bon Tam Mot.”
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Trong mot thoang khong xay ra dién bién gi. Nhung roi, trong tranh mét
cai, chiéc ca n6 chay cham lai ro6i ngirng lai gitta dong nuwéc bién. Hai trong
sO cac thuy tha dang chi lén troi, nhung khong phai & diém nao gan may
quay. Chung khong thay chiéc may bay nhung ca bon chot hiéu ké thu cta
minh dang ¢ dau.

Chtng gio ban tay 1én gan nhuw dong loat.

Chuyén xdy dén tiép theo that khoi hai. Bién dang dong con chiéc tau thi
nho bé. Ching dang c6 gang giit thang bang nhung sg néu ha thap tay
xuong, than chét tr trén cao sé tim dén. Hai nguwdi nga xudng roi qud quang
ding day nhanh, ban tay hat lén khong trung. Trong chung chang khac
nhitng tay bgm nhau tap tanh khiéu vi.

“Trung tam Florida goi UAV B6n Tam Mot. Pa nhan tin hiéu dau hang.
Hai quan dé xuat tau tuan tiéu 16p Cyclone, tau Pirebrand, dam trach, tau
hién cach hon 1,6 cay s6, van toc gan 30 hai ly/gio. Khong ché muc tiéu
phu gitta bién cho tau dén.”

“R6. Bon Tam Mot.”

https://thuviensach.vn



97

Barry Shales dong ctta Buong Khir r6i phét 10 Shreve Metzger, budc dén
cho Rhyme va Sachs. Han gat dau.

Co canh sat khen han lam rat tot khi diéu khién chiéc may bay tw dong.
“Xin 10i, y toi 1a may bay khong nguoi 1ai.”

“Vang thua c6,” han dap, khong cdm xic, cap mat xanh biéc ctia han né
tranh. Sy dé dat nay mét phan cé 1é do han dang doi mat vdi hai ngudi ma
mai ndy con mudn deo td0i danh muu sat 1én ngwdi minh. Nhung ngam lai,
Rhyme thay d6 khong phai 1a 1y do. Chang qua han c6 vé 1a mét ngwoi rat
tram tinh.

Co 1€ khi ta c6 k¥ nang dac biét nhuw han, hau nhw Itic nao ta cling hién
httu @ mot noi khac vé mat tinh than lan cam xtc.

Shales ben quay sang Rhyme. “Khi ndy ching ta phai hanh dong nhanh,
thura sép. Toi chwa c6 co hdi hoi tai sao anh lai suy ra duwgc l1a gian khoan sé
bi tan cong.”

Nha khoa hoc hinh sy néi, “Vi c6 mot sé chitng ct chwa dwgc lam r6.”

“A, ding roi, thua sép. Anh 1a Nga hodng vé chiing cit ma, cé ngudi néi
nhuv vay.”

Rhyme nhan dinh minh ciing thich cai cum ti* y vi ay doi chit. Anh sé
nhé né. “Cu thé 1a parafin véi mot phan t& mach nhanh, mot chat thom,
mot ankan vong..., a, va mot it anken nita.”

Shales chép mat hai lan.

“N6i nom na la dau tho.”

“Dau tho?”

“Chinh xac. Mot lwgng nhé cac chat nay dwgc tim thdy trén do quan,
giay dép Moreno va vé si cia y. Bon chiing nhat dinh da bi dinh cac chat
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nay vao thoi diém nao day, trdc khi anh tan cong vao ngay 9 thang 5, ldc
ching ra khéi khach san South Cove di hop. Ma khi dy t6i lai khong nght
nhiéu dén chi tiét la c6 mot vai nha may loc va co sd trit dau tai Bahamas.
Nhung r6i t6i chgt d€ y mdt chi tiét khac: Cai budi sang ma y chét, Moreno
c6 gap mot so6 doanh nhan ban chuyén 1ap ra cac t6 chitc nong nghiép va
van tai tai day trong khuén khé Phong trao Trao quyén Bia phvong. Nhung
ta cling da biét phan bon, dau diézen va nitométan da duwgc gwri di cach day
nhiéu tuan dén cac cong ty Phong trao Trao quyén Dia phuwong ctia y. Néu
nhitng céng ty dy con chwa duge thanh lap thi mua s6 hda chat ddy lam
gi?”

“Nén anh suy ra dau tho c6 thé lién quan dén bom.”

“Ta da biét vé gian khoan ti thong tin tinh bao ban dau vé cac ké hoach
ctia Moreno vao ngay 10 thang 5. Vi Moreno luén to moém chong lai Cong
ty Khoan Loc dau My nén suy cho cung c6 thé cong ty nay la mot muc tiéu
- muc tiéu bi tan cong that, chit khéng chi la biéu tinh phan déi. T6i nghi
vao Chua nhat hay thit Hai, y cé di gap cac cong nhan gian khoan - chac dé
lay thoéng tin cap nhat vé tinh hinh an ninh. A, con c6 mot chi tiét nita
khong hop ly. C6 Sachs day tim ra day.”

Co0 néi, “Khi Moreno dén New York trong thang nay, budi hop duy nhat
y tham dy ma khong maoi phiéen dich caa minh theo la gap mat Henry Cross
tai T6 chitc Lép hoc cho Cac nwdc chau My. Tai sao khong mai? Phan 16n
cac cudc hop ctia y déu vo hai - Moreno doi nao dé co6 ay phién dich cho
minh néu hop ban chuyén phi phap. Nhung con cudc hop véi Cross thi sao?
Néu n6 cling vo6 hai thi Lydia Foster ¢ day c6 sao dau, mdc du co6 ay chang
can phai phién dich? Biéu nay cho t6i biét c6 1€ cudc hop chang phai dang
vira. Roi Cross ké t6i nghe vé chiéc may bay mau lam bi an ma Moreno c¢
thdy mai. Chung t6i khong tim dwgc thong tin gi vé bat ky chi€c may bay
mau lam nao c6 kiéu dwong bay khép véi dwong bay cia Moreno ca. Chi
c6 ké muon danh lac huwéng méi khai v6i canh sat mot diéu cu thé nhw
vay.”

Rhyme lai tiép 10i: “L.ép hoc cho Cac nwéc chau My c6 van phong tai
Nicaragua - chinh 1a noi da chuyén nhién liéu diézen, phan bén va
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nitométan. C6 qua nhiéu chuyén khong thé nao la trung hop dugc. Chiing
toi da diéu tra Cross, phat hién ga that ra tén Cruz, c6 quen biét vGi
Moreno. Em trai Cruz la ban than cua Moreno, bi giét tai Panama trong
cudc xam lwgce. Biéu dé khién ga chong lai Hoa Ky. Chuing t6i khai thac ho
sa du lich va thé tin dung cuaa Cruz, phat hién ga khéi hanh tivt New York di
Nassau vao hém qua. Pau moi cua toi trong canh lyc Bahamas phat hién ga
va Moreno da thué mot chiéc tau chd hang cach day mot thang. Tau roi
cang vao sang nay. Canh sat bo rap mot kho hang noi tau nay neo dau va
tim thay nhiéu lvgng nhé cac hoa chat ché thudc né da néi. Boi vdi toi, vay
da ro. Toi goi cho Shreve. Y goi cho anh.”

“Vay la rot cudc Moreno khong vo toi,” Shales thi tham, mat liéc nhin
Metzger.

Sachs noi, “Pung vay. Anh da triét ha mot ké xau ddy, dong chi phi
cong.”

Tay si quan nhin sép minh. Biéu cdm trong doi mat xanh cua Shales that
phtic tap. Va mau thudn nita. Mot cach hidu 4nh mét &y 1a: Ong diing roi,
Shreve. Ong da duing.

Rhyme dé thém, “Ma day chwa phai la duy an duy nhat ctia y dau.” Anh
ké hai ngwoi nghe vé doan tin bi can thiép ma Nance Laurel da doc cho ho
nghe trong cudc hop dau tién vao thi Hai.

T6i con cd mé thong diép tuong ty nita trong ké hoach. ..

“Barry,” Metzger n6i. “Toi di tién khach day. Sau dé6 t6i noéi chuyén véi
anh trong van phong dvgc khong? Xin anh.”

Mot khoang nghi ding phong cach Nance Laurel. Cudi cung, nguwdi phi
cong gat dau.

Metzger dan ho ra dén ctra, bang qua bai xe, cdm on ho nong hau.

Bén ngoai canh cong an ninh, Rhyme di 16i danh cho ngudi khuyét tat
trén via he dé bang qua dwong, dén noi chiéc xe du lich dang chd, Thom
dang ngoi sau tay lai. Sachs budc xudng lé dwong. Khi co buwdc, Rhyme
thdy c6 nhan mat lai, dong thoi thd hoc 1én mdt chit vi dau.

Co 1én Iut liéc vé hwdng anh, nhu thé dé xem liéu anh cé bat gap c6 chau
may khong, r6i nhin nhanh vé phia truéce.
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Dbiéu nay lam anh nao long. Nhuw thé c6 vira n6i doi anh. R6i anh néi doi
lai ngay. Anh gia v khong dé y.

Bén kia dudng, ho tiép tuc di tdi chiéc xe. R6i Rhyme phanh han chiéc
xe lan Merits lai gitra via he.

Co quay lai.

“Sao vay, Rhyme?”

“Sachs, c6 chuyén nay anh va em can ban.”
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bién thoai reo ding hen.

Noi gi thi néi, Phu thty luén ding gio.

Shreve Metzger, ngoi tai ban lam viéc trong toa nha NIOS it nhiéu vang
vé vao chiéu thit BAy hom nay, nhin vao anh dén nhap nhdy phat ra tir chiéc
dién thoai do ma thudt cia minh ré6i cham chu lang nghe tiéng chuéng reo
ma y nhan thdy chang khac nao tiéng chim. Y tram ngam dinh khong bat
may.

Va khong bao gio nhan dién thoai tir 1do nay mot 1an nao nita.

“Metzger day.”

“Shreve! Anh khoe khong? Nghe néi c6 nhiéu dién bién hay ho bén day,
toi hiéu ma. Long Island. Trudc day t6i ting la thanh vién cta cau lac bo
gon Meadowbrook, anh biét khong? Anh khéng choi gon ha?”

“Khong.”

B6p chét cai cum tr “thwa sép”.

Giong ndi chgt mang dam chat Phu thuy lan nita, thap, khan: “Chung toi
ban luan nay gio vé cac tdi danh khai to doi véi Spencer.”

Metzger dap, “Kién c& gi ching ta cling thang dugc... néu muén.” Y
thao cap kinh xoang xinh ra, danh béng trong roi lap lai.

Khéng nhu tai Vwong qudc Anh, cong bo tai liéu mat tai My khong nhat
thiét 1a mot toi, trir khi ta 1am gian diép cho mot quoc gia khac.

“Phai, nhung ma, ching ta di nhién phai tinh dén cac viéc can wu tién
ntra.”

Phu thiy o rang dang néi dén cac van dé vé quan hé cong ching. Khong
theo dudi vu viéc nita c6 thé sé hgp ly hon, dé phong dam bao chi vé dugc
cau chuyén nay.
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Phai, nhung ma...

Metzger lay ra kém cat mong. Nhung chang con gi dé cat. Y xoay tron
cai kém mot cach lo dang 1én mat ban. Cat kém di.

“Va anh xtwr ly rat t6t sw viéc tai Florida. Bung la hay ho khi tin tinh béao
sai lai hoa dung. C nhu do thuat vay. David Copperfield, Houdini.”

“Bon ching bi tam giam roi, ca bon.”

“Rat phan khai khi biét tin nay.” Nhw thé dang chia sé nhitng chuyén
ngo6i 1é déi mach ctia Hollywood, Phu thiy néi, “Gi¢ t6i phédi ké cho anh
chuyén nay, Shreve a. Anh con day khong?”

Lao that ho hdi lam sao khi giao cho Shreve céi an tt.

“Con. Ong néi tiép di.”

“Toi nhan dugce cudc goi tv mot nguwoi ban tai Langley. MOt nguwdi nao
do6 gan day c6 di Mexico.”

Mexico?

“Mot phe nao do,” Phu thuay lap lai. “Anh c6 nhé ga khong?”

“Tai Reynosa,” Metzger noi.

“Chinh 1a noi ddy. Biét gi khong? Ga dang nghi mat bén ngoai Santa
Rosa, gan Tijuana.”

“That ha?”

“That chit. Va c6 vé nhu ga van con y dinh chuyén giao mot s6 san pham
chuyén dung ctia minh trong twong lai gan. Twong lai rat gan.”

Vay la al-Barani Rashid da chuyén t6i Bo Bién Tay dé an nau.

“Nguoi ta vira thady ga cung mot s6 cong sw, nhung ban bé ctia ga sang
mai di r6i. Va anh ban ctia chiing ta s€ mot than mdt minh cad ngay trong
mot can nha tranh nho xinh vao ngay mai. Va tin tot 1a tiy ban du lich dia
phuwong hoan toan khong phan doi chuyén ching ta dén tham quan. Nén
khong biét anh c6 thé vach ra mot vai ké hoach di cong tac da qua siwra doi
dé ching t6i phé duyét khong. Chi tiét cu thé t6i sé s6m bao anh biét.”

Mot chi lénh STO m6i chang?

Nhung chang phai minh dang bi sa théi sao? Y ty héi.

“Tat nhién roi. Toi bat tay lam ngay. Nhung ma...?”

“Sao?” Phu thuy hoi.
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Metzger hoi, “May cudc hop ay? Cac van dé vé ngan sach ay?”

Mot khoang ling. “A, Gy ban da chuyén sang cac van dé khac roi.” Sau
mot phach, Phu thuy lién nghiém nghi néi, “Néu c6 van dé gi thi téi da néu
ra cho anh biét r6i, ding chwa?”

“Pung, dung that. Tat nhién r6i.”

“Tat nhién.”

Cach.
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Budi sang hom phau thuat.

Rhyme, theo sau la Sachs va Thom, lan banh nhanh doc hanh lang bénh
vién dén phong Chd Phau thuat, noi bénh nhan c6 thé gap ban bé va gia
dinh trwwdc khi bi day nhanh dén phong dao kéo.

“Em ghét bénh vién,” Sachs noi.

“That ha? Sao ghét?” Rhyme nhan thay minh dang c6 tam trang kha tot.
“Nhan vién do6i khi cling dé thwong qua xa ma, do an thi lai ngon qué xa
nita. Co tap chi s6 mdéi nhat nita nay. Con c6 hét cac phép la cta y hoc hién
dai nita,” Rhyme tuyén bo.

Sachs bat cwdi mot tiéng.

Ho chd mdi dwgc nam phut thi bac si da sai buwéc vao phong bat tay tat
ca moi nguwoi, mat dé y ky biéu hién canh tay phai va cac ngoén tay cda
Rhyme. “Puwgc,” 6ng ta néi. “Pugc lam.”

“T6i co gang hét sirc thoi.”

Vi bac si giéi thich nhitng gi ma tat cd moi nguwoi déu biét tai thoi diém
nay: Cudc phau thuat sé mat khoang ba gio, c6 thé 1au hon mot chit. Sau
d6é nam trong phong hoi sitc c6 thé mat do mot gio. Nhung vi bac s phau
thudt sé dén tham ho tai day ngay sau cudc phau thuat hoan tét, dé cho ho
biét dién bién phau thuat.

Ong bac s mim cudi toat 1én sy tv tin roi di dén chd dé 4o quan phau
thuat.

CoO y ta tién phau, mot phu nit My goc Phi xinh xan trong bd d6 bénh
vién cé trang tri hinh ctn con, di dén ty gidi thiéu, miéng mim cuwoi toe
toét. That dang sg, khi bi danh bat tinh, bi m6 phanh ra r6i khau lai. Mot s6
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nhan vién y té coi nhe trai nghiém sang chan nhwng ngwdi phu nit nay thi
nguoc lai va co tran an moi nguwdi. Cudi cung co ta noéi, “San sang chwa?”

Amelia Sachs khom nguwdi hon 1én miéng Rhyme. Co ditng day roi khap
khiéng di doc hanh lang theo nit y ta.

Anh goi vGi theo, “Em tinh lai sé thdy bon anh trong phong hoi sttc.”

Co ngoanh lai. “Ptng c6 dién ma, Rhyme. Vé nha di. Pha an hay gi day
di.”

“Bon anh sé cho trong phong hoi sttc,” anh ladp lai, lic canh ctta déng lai
r6i 6 bién mat.

Sau mot thoang im lang, Rhyme néi vdi Thom, “Cau c6 mang theo may
chai whisky bé xiu nao khong? May chai tit chuyén di dén Nassau dy.”

Anh da nang nac bao cau ho ly mang lau mot it regu Scotch 1én may bay,
mac du anh biét trong khoang hang nhat, ngudi ta muén uéng bao nhiéu
rwgu tuy thich - hodc chinh xac hon, dwgc uéng bay nhiéu rwgu tuy diéu
duGng cua minh san long cho uéng bao nhiéu.

“Khong c0, cho du co thi toi cling khong cho anh giot nao dau. Mai 9 gio
sang.”

Rhyme gam gur.

Anh nhin lan nita vao canh ctta ma qua d6 Sachs da bién mat.

Chting ta khéng muén mdt cé dy, c6 dy qud gioi. Nhuwng s& khéng thé gitr
c6 dy néu cé dy cut khdng khdng lam trong nganh...

Phdi, anh da néi chuyén véi Sachs, nhw Bill Myers nang ndc yéu cau.
Mac du thong diép cé khac doi chit so véi diéu ma tay dai iy muon.

Mot cong viéc ban gidy tai S& canh sat New York, nghi huu non hay c6
van an ninh déu khong phai la lya chon cho Amelia Sachs. Chi c6 mot giai
phap duy nhat dé tranh khoéi nhitng con &c mong ay. Rhyme da lién hé bac
si Vic Barrington va lay dwoc tén cua bac si giai phau giéi nhat thanh pho
chuyén chita viém khdp cap tinh.

Ong bac si ndy néi minh c6 thé gitip dugc. Rhyme da néi chuyén véi
Sachs bén ngoai tdng bo NIOS vao ngay thit By vé viéc liéu c6 c6 thé lam
phau thuat dé cai thién tinh hinh... va gitip giit chan c6 trong nganh khong.
Pé c6 khong phai ngoi ban gidy, theo cach néi doc dia ctia Myers.
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Badi vi c6 khong bi thdp khdp - mot can bénh cia hé mién dich anh
hwéng dén tat ca cac khdp - ma bi viéem xwong khép thwong gap, ¢ con tré
nén sau khi phau thudt hong va dau goi, c6 van c6 thé sinh hoat binh
thuwong trong chuc nam hodc hon méi can thay khép.

Co da phan van roi cudi cung wng thuan.

Trong phong chd lic nay, Rhyme dang dwa mat nhin quanh khodng chuc
nguoi ¢ day, vo chong cé, dan 6ng va phu nit don doc co, gia dinh c6. Mot
so bat dong, s6 khac chim dam trong nhitng cudc doi thoai cao do khong dée
gi nghe r0, vai nguoi thi bon chon, s6 con lai thi tham gia vao cac nghi thitc
lam phan tdm: khudy ca phé, m& nhitng to gidy goi gion chita thitc an nhe,
nghién cttu cac cudn tap chi mém rii, nhan tin hodc choi dién t trén dién
thoai.

Rhyme dé y thay, khong nhw ngoai dwong phd New York, khong ngudi
nao ¢ day to mo chu y dén anh. Anh ng6i xe lan, day la bénh vién. Noi day,
anh la mot con nguoi binh thuong.

Thom hoi, “Anh bao bac si Barrington hity cugc phau thuat ctia minh réi
a?”

“T6i bao r6i.”

Cau ho ly im lang trong choc lat. To Times trong tay cau hau nhw chang
xé dich. Du rang hai nguwdi vi hoan canh va cong viéc ma gan b6 mat thiét
v6i nhau va, vé mot phuwong dién nao dé, gan giii nhau, nhwng hai ngudi ho
chwa bao gid cam thay thodi mai khi ban luan vé nhitng dé tai von riéng tu.
Nhat 1a Lincoln Rhyme. Song anh ngac nhién khi nhan ra minh cam thay
thodi mai khi thu nhan v6i Thom, “Co chuyén nay xdy ra lac toi ¢ dwdi
Bahamas.”

Mat anh nhin mét cdp vg chéng trung nién dang tran an nhau mot cach
khong chan thanh. Tran an vé s6 phan cua ai day? Rhyme ty hdi. Nguwoi cha
cao tudi chang? Hay dita con nho?

Khac biét mot troi mot vure.

Rhyme ndi tiép, “Trén miii ddt ma ching ta nghi la noi ngam ctia ké ban
tia.”

“Khi anh dwoc boi mot vo.”
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Nha khoa hoc hinh sy cam bat trong choc 1at. Anh khong song lai ky tc
kinh hai vé bién ma nhitng khoanh khac dan dén ky tc d6. “Khi ay dang lé
t0i c6 thé suy luan dugc ngay la chiéc Mercury vang sé xudt hién.”

“Sao anh suy luan dvgc?”

“Nh@ cai thang trong chiéc xe ban tdi khong? Ga ném rac vao cai muong
gan do day?”

“Cai thang ma sau nay ta méi biét la trum s0.”

“Pung. Tai sao ga lai 1ai xudng cudi miii dat dé d6 rac? C6 mot san rac
cong cong cach dé chi 800 mét, vira di ngang qua dwong SW la thdy ma.
Ma ai doi lai n6i chuyén dién thoai trong khi boc mdy céi bao nang né day
xuong chit? That ra ga dang ndi cho hai tén trong chiéc Mercury biét ching
ta dang & dau. - A, ma gi mic 4o thun xam nita - cai 40 ma trudc dé cau
bdo t6i 1a mot thang trong chiéc Mercury dang mac. Nhung t6i da bo sét
hét thdy cdc manh moi. T6i thdy manh moi ma lai bo sét. Cau biét tai sao
khong?”

Cau ho ly lac dau.

“Bai vi khi dy toi c6 sting. Khau sung Mychal da dwa. Nén t6i viéc gi
phai suy tinh cach thoat ra khoéi tinh huéng day. To6i viéc gi phai st dung
dau 6c ctia minh - bai vi toi c6 thé no stng dé thoat than.”

“Co6 diéu anh khong lam duogc.”

“Co diéu toi khong lam dugc.”

Mot vi bac si mét méi van bd quan do phau thuat 10m dém xudt hién va
nhiéu cap mat hdo hitc chém vao 6ng, nhw con chim cat cia Rhyme chém
vao con bd cau. Ong béc si thdy dugc gia dinh minh muén tim, di vé phia
ho va bdo mét tin xem chirng 1a tin vui. Rhyme néi tiép vGi cau ho ly, “Bay
lau t6i thwong ty héi liéu vu tai nan c6 lam t6i it nhiéu trwedng thanh hon
khong. Budc t6i phdi dao sau hon, ranh mach hon, suy luan sac bén hon.
Bdi vi toi bugc phai vay. Toi khong co lya chon khac.”

“Va bay gio anh nghi cau tra 10i l1a c6.”

Mot cai gat dau. “Tai Bahamas, suyt nita toi lam cau, Mychal va ban
than mat mang bdi vi cai so suat ay. Chuyén nay dirng hong xay ra lan
ntta.”
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Cau ho ly néi, “Vay chac anh mu6n néi la lan phau thuat sap téi cua anh
sé la 1an cuéi.”

“Pung vay. Cau gi day trong phim ma cau bat t6i xem day? To6i thich cau
ddy. Tuy rang lic day chac téi chwa thira nhan.”

“Cau nao cg?”

“Mot bo phim canh sat nao day. Lau lam r6i. Nhan vat chinh dién néi cau
gi dai loai la ‘Dan 6ng phai biét mat han ché cia minh’.”

“Clint Eastwood.” Thom suy ngam cau nay. “Ciing dung, nhung anh
cling c6 thé noi, ‘Dan 6ng phai biét mat manh ctia minh’.”

“Cau dung la lac quan bo xwr.” Rhyme nhac ban tay phdi 1én va nhin
cham cham cac ngén tay. Ha thap tay xuéng. “Nhuw vay la dua r6i.”

“Pay la quyét dinh duy nhat ma anh c6 thé dwa ra ma, Lincoln.”

Rhyme nhuén may 1én, do hoi.

“Chtr khong t6i mat viéc thi sao. Roi toi sé khong bao gio tim dugc ai
kho tinh nhw vay dé phuc vu.”

“Ciling may,” Rhyme gam g, “T6i dat ra chuan muc ciing cao day.”

ROi dé tai nay, cung nhitng chuyén rau ria ngugng ngap cua no, tan bién
nhu tuyét trén capd néng. Hai nguoi lai chim vao im 1ang.

Hai tiéng sau, canh ctta dan dén ddy phong phau thuat mé ra va mot vi
bac si khac xuat hién. M6t lan nita, tat ca cac cap mat déu dan vao vi bac si
van do6 xanh luc nhwng nguwoi nay la bac si phau thuat cia Sachs nén 6ng di
thang dén cho Rhyme va Thom.

Khi nhitng nguoi khac trong phong tré lai vGi coc ca phé mua tir may
ban hang tw dong, cudn tap chi cung tin nhan dién thoai cta ho, 6ng bac si
hét nhin Thom lai nhin sang Rhyme. Ong néi, “Ca phau thuét thanh cong.
Co0 dy khoe. Co ay tinh r6i. Co dy héi gap anh.”

HET
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CAC CONG THUC CUA JACOB SWANN

Poc gid nao muon thé nghiém tryc tiép tai nghé cua Jacob Swann - tai
ndu an, khong phadi tai giét ngwoi - c6 thé tim cong thitc cac mén duwoc néi
dén trong sach nay tai trang mang cua t6i: www. jefferydeaver.com. Nhiéu
mon trong sO nay la bién thé riéng ctia toi dya trén cdc moén an kinh dién. -
J.D.
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LOI CAM TA

Xin cdm on Mitch Hoffman, Jamie Raab, Lindsey Rose, David Young va
tat ca ban bé cna t6i tai Nha xudt ban Grand Central - va doi ngii chinh quy
cua toi: Madelyn Warcholik, Deborah Schneider, Cathy Gleason, Julie
Deaver, Jane Davis, Will va Tina Anderson. T6i khong thé lam nén chuyén
néu thiéu moi nguoi!
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CHU THICH

Senor: Dung trudce tén dan 6ng ¢ cac nwdc noi tiéng Tay Ban Nha, twong
dwong véi “Ong.”

Trum Tweed: Biét danh cia William Magear Tweed (1823-1878), chinh
tri gia c6 tam anh hwdng 16n & New York vao thé ky thi XIX.

Police Plaza: Téng bd cuia S& canh sat New York.

« Lan lwgt chi chinh quyén New York (Albany) va chinh quyén My
(Washington).

Man kich Kabuki: Puwgc gidi chinh tri gia My dung véi nghia “tro hé
chinh tri.”

— Heé théng Toa Phic tham cia My chia lam 13 toa trén 13 vung dia
phan. Toa Phic tham Vung 2 bao gobm khu viec New York.

Chudi ta qua: Loai chudi rat 16n, phai hdp chin méi an dugc.

Cho banh noi: Mot loai ché & Bahamas. Xem chi tiét & chwong 34.

Ngwoi Dan Ba Pep (Pretty Woman): Bo phim ké vé mot doanh nhan yéu
mot o gai diém.

_—_Deep Fun dich titng chit 1a “Vui Sau.”

Am thye thon gon (Cuisine minceur): Phong cach nau &n it calori nhung

van giit tron hwong vi.

— Sy kién canh sat dan giai nghi can di qua mot noi cong cong, tao co
héi cho bao dai dwa tin vé vu viéc. Quy trinh nay pho bién tai New York.

Baggie: Tén thwvong hiéu mot loai bao trong su6t c6 khéa kéo nhwa, dung
duwng thuwe pham kho hodc trir do.

NSA: Co quan An ninh Quoc gia ctia My.

FISA: Pao luat Giam sat Tinh bao Nuwdc ngoai.
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<~ Ong bd béng da (Soccer dad). Chi nhitng 6ng bé trung lwu séng &
ngoai 0 thwong xuyén dwa con trong do tudi di hoc tham dy cac hoat dong
thé thao.

— Con duong n6i Nha Trang v6i Toa nha Qudc hoi My, biéu trung cho
cac hoat dong chinh tri s6i noi.

 Chi CIA vi Langley la noi dat tong bo CIA.

Hoa ni¢ (Elower child): Chi nguoi hippie vao thap nién 60 va 70 ¢ My,
thanh phan tré chong lai quy wéc xa hoi, doi héi tinh yéu, ty do, hoa binh.
Dan hippie thwong trang tri hoa trén nguoi.

— Khu pho tai San Francisco noi san sinh van hdéa hippie.

NCIC: Trung tam T6i pham Quoc gia (M¥)

— Vanh Dai Beltway. BPuong cao téc chay quanh thi d6 Washington
DC, dugc dung dé chi chinh quyén lién bang cua My.

Donald Sutherland: M6t dién vién trong phim The Hunger Games.

NYPD: S& canh sat New York.

Roux: Hon hgp gom bot mi va chat béo (bo, m& lon hoac dau thue vat)
ndu chung dung dé lam sét sot.

IKEA: Nhan hiéu do noi that go dé lap rap cta Thuy Dién.

Ban thét: ban go nhiéu 16p, dung nhw thét, c6 thé di roi hodc lap vao
quay bép.

— B0 phan nwéng phat Itta xuéng tir bén trén néc 10 nwéng, khong phai
tir bén dudi.

— Ecoli 1a m6t loai vi khuan va salmonella la mot giéng vi khuan, déu
gay ngo doc thirc an.

NNTV: Nguyén nhan ttr vong.

 Loai xe nho hai ctta nhung cong suat cao, thwong do My san xuat va
c6 kiéu dang thé thao.

 Tén thong tuc cua chat hyaluronan, vi n6 chiét xuat tir mao ga trong.

Chino: Mot loai vai gan giong kaki.

— MOot 6 gai dugce thué dé cung khach hang di dén nhitng budi gap mat
v&i vai tro gan nhuw trg ly - phu gitip viéc don tiép doi tac lam an.

_The Joy Of Cooking.
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T our trong tiéng Anh c6 thé la chiing ta hodc chiing t6i.

Manuel Noriega: Nguyén la nha doc tai quan sy cua Panama, bi My phé
trudt vao nam 1989.

DEA: Co quan Phong chong Ma tiy (My).

«_Animal Farm.

SIGINT: Tin tic tinh bao thu thap dugc bang cach can thiép vao tin hiéu
dam thoai gitta hai nguoi, hodc tin hiéu dién tu.

Chip RFID: Cong nghé nhan dang doi twgng bang song vo tuyén, dugc
tng dung trong nhiéu nganh cong nghiép, chang han nhw dé theo doi vat
thé, nguwoi thu phi cau duong tw dong,...

— The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.

Rhyme nhai ngén ng® quan liéu ctia chinh phu. Cé thé hiéu la: “Con cdm

giac bi chi dinh lam nhan vién th yéu nhw thé nao, Sachs? Em c6 dinh
thay doi theo hwdng dé khong?”

« Loai kinh hién vi cho phép quan sat va doi chiéu hai mau vat dong
thoi.

< Do do6 (Tiéng Latin).
chitng khoan hong kiém 10i.

Khu Tiéu Y (Little Italy): Noi tap trung rat dong ngudi My géc Y ndm
trong khu Manhattan Ha & New York.

— Thanh pho & bang Colorado (M¥) noi tiéng c6 16i song tw do, phéng
khoang.

— Quan ban thitc an ngon nau san nhuw pho mai, thit ngudi,...

— “Puong Nha Lao” (dich sat).

— D0 la Bahamas co tri gia twvong duong do la My.

ATF: Cuc Diéu tra toi pham vé Ruwgu, Thuoc 14, Sting va Chat no (MY).

— Phwong phap kham xét hién trwong ctia Rhyme. Xem chi tiét &
chuong 42.

— Mot bang nam & bo bién phia tdy nam cta An D6.

« Diéu 3 cua Pao luat Kiém soat Toi pham va An ninh Pudng pho
(M¥) cdm cac hanh vi nghe trém dién thoai, trit mét s6 truong hgp nhat
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dinh budc phai c6 quyét dinh cta toa an.

— Khu vie ndam gitta Manhattan Thugng va Manhattan Ha.

« (Tiéng Phap) Cam on Ngai Locard, tttc Edmond Locard (1877-1966),
nha phap y tién phong nguoi Phap, dugc ménh danh la Sherlock Holmes
cua Phap. Xem nguyén ly mang tén ong tai chuong 21.

Chirng ct tw lieu: Chirng ctt duwdi dang van ban ma nodi dung c6 lién quan
dén vu an chang han ho so, gidy to, bién nhan, thuw ti, hgp dong, doan
phim, anh chup,... Phan biét v&i vat chirng.

Creosote: Mgt hoa chat dung bao quan go.

IAFIS: Hé thong Ty nhan dang Dau van tay Tong hgp (My).

Bronx: Mot trong nam quan cta thanh pho New York, My.

Newark: Thanh pho 16n nhat cta tiéu bang New Jersey, My.

 Tc chita 40% con.

Kem Alaska bo 10 (Baked Alaska): Mon trang miéng lam bang banh
bong lan va kem lanh, trén phtt mot 16p hon hgp long trang tritng va dudng
r6i nwéng nhanh & nhiét do cao.

< Tttc dwong kinh twong doi cua vién dan.

Pho Thoi Trang_(Fashion District): Mot khu thudc dia ban Manhattan
ctia New York, la noi tap trung nhiéu thwong hiéu thoi trang 16n, dugc xem

la trung tam san xuat va thiét ké thoi trang cia My va ca thé gidi.

 Tic ho chita nwéc Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, mot canh quan trong
Cong vién Trung tam.

 Loai dan nay khi tring muc tiéu, dau dan sé nd bung ra lam toac rong
vét thuwong.

— Mot nguyén tac dan gian cho rang thitc an bi rét xuéng dat van co thé
an an toan néu dugc nhat Ién trong vong 5 gidy (mdc du cac két qua nghién
cttu hién dai da bac bé quy tac nay).

— Baén nhac goc Pavane pour une infante défunte do nha soan nhac
ngwoi Phap Maurice Ravel viét cho dwong cam doc tau.

Phong cach St mang: Phong cach phuc c6 kién tric cho giong thoi dai
trugc.
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Helper: M6t dong sdn pham thitc an dong hoép ctia Tap doan General
Mills (My), st dung thuvong hiéu Betty Crocker.

Can nha 16 (Tract house): Nha duwgc xdy san sat v6i mot loat cac nha
khac c6 thiét ké twong tu trén cung mot 16 dat.

Scaloppine: Mén Y gom thit x4t moéng ric bot mi (thuwong 1a thit bé), ap
chao nhanh.

Ban gia nhiét (Steam table): Ban inox dai c6 nhiéu khoang 16m dé dung
cac chdu thi¢c an va gitt dm thitc an bang hoi néng luan chuyén bén dwdi.

Phong cach Veronique: Chi nhitng mén c6 thanh phan la nho xanh khéng
hat.

Downton Abbey (Tu vién Downton): Tén mot bo phim truyén hinh dai

tap. O day 4m chi 16i song hoang gia.

Hat da hwong (Allspice): Con goi hat tiéu Jamaica, c6 hwong vi két hop
cta qué, nhuc dau khau va dinh huwong.

Oliver Wendell Holmes (1841-1935): Luat gia nguoi My, sau lam chanh
an Toa an T6i cao cia My.

— Heé Thong Phong Thu Walker.

 Khi giam dinh phap y, nguwdi ta soi danh sang ctia mau sac va cwong do
khac 4nh sang thwdng trén vat chitng nham phat hién dau vét tiém an.

—_Rat it ngwoi My biét cach viét chit lién nét nhw ngwoi Viét, huong ho
viét dep. Hau hét nguwoi My viét nét roi nhu chit in va thuwdng trong tredng
Cong gido méi c6 16p day viét chir lién nét.

— T0oi muu sat bac hai khong nghiém trong bang bac mot, theo luat hinh

sy cua My.

 Tén théng tuc ctia mdt khu viee nam phia tdy khu Manhattan Trung.

— Hai bo phim dai tap ctia My, thé loai diéu tra t6i pham.

MIT: Hoc vién Cong nghé Massachusetts, mét treong dai hoc noi tiéng
vé cac nganh k¥ thuat.

— Ong gi6 (Windsock). Ti vai hinh nén giong nhw mot chiéc tat khéng
16, dung chi huwéng gi6 (chinh la hwéng nguwoc vai huwéng tat gio).

« (O day c6 thé hiéu 1a cong nghé ma héa bi an.

Hellfire: Tén mot loai tén ltra cia My.
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« Lan lugt chi co quan tinh bdo ciia My (CIA), Israel va Vwong quoc
Anbh.

Quy_tac bay_trwc quan: Phi cong dinh hwéng bay bang cach quan sét
dwong chan troi dia hinh va cac may bay khac trong diéu kién thoi tiét
quang dang va tam nhin khéng bi khuat. Nguwoc lai la Quy tac bay bang
thiét bi, trong dé phi cong dwa vao cac dit kién dién tir dé dinh vi khi tam
nhin khong ro.

Gettysburg: Mot tran chién trong Noi chién M¥.

— Khong dugc hoan nghénh (Non grata). Thuat ngit thwong duwgce dung
trong linh vic ngoai giao chi mot nhan vat ngoai giao bi chinh quyén nuwéc
s@ tai coi la khong t6t, khong chap nhan sy c6 mat ctia ho trén lanh tho
nuw@c minh.

 Fuckers From Above.

_Than bun thwong dwge dung lam nhién liéu dot 10 trong khau chung
cat whisky Scotland nén rwgu thanh pham c6 mui than bun dac trung.

Lean Cuisine: Mot thwong hiéu cia dong san pham thitc an dong lanh.

T0i bao ham nhe_hon (Lesser included offense). T6i c6 chung cac yéu to

cau thanh v&i mot t0i nang hon (t6i nang bao ham t6i nhe). Vi du: ngo sat

la t0i bao ham nhe hon cia muwu sat vi cac yéu t6 cdu thanh ngo sat cling cé
trong cac yéu t6 cau thanh muu sat.

 (Tiéng Tay Ban Nha) C6 gi dau.

Quad Téo Lén: Tt long chi thanh phd New York.

 (Tiéng Tay Ban Nha) Chao Puerto Rico!

Sao Michelin: Tiéu chuan danh gid chat lwong am thwc ctia cong ty
Michelin d6i véi nha hang. Chat lwgng cao nhat la ba sao.

— Cong wdc Geneva quy dinh tu binh chi can cung cap ba thong tin nay.

 Pua xe duong thang (Drag race). Hinh thitc dua 6 t6 toc do cao trén
dwong dua thang co cy li ngan.

— Ngan hang ngoai khai (Offshore banks). Ngan hang & mot nwdc ngoai
c6 luat thué bét khat khe hon trong nuwéc.

Nguyeén van: North-by-northwest, nhung day khong phai la mot trong 32

Y

diém trén la ban. Chi cé huwéng “northwest by north” tirc 1a “tay bac thién
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bac” (“thién” tiéc 1a “nghiéng vé, theo huéng”).

— Rover nghia la “nguoi du ngoan”.
< (O day né6i dén Andrew Joseph Stack II.
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