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Danh tdng Bridget, chi gdi cua Cathy, nguoi ban tét nhat cta toi.
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1.OI CAM ON

Tﬁi mudn cam on mot vai nguwdi vi sy gitp d& cta ho trong viéc hinh thanh
cuon sach nay.

bau tién la ngwoi bién tap Roddy Bloomfield va trg ly caa anh, Kate Miles.
Kinh nghiém phong phu ctung sy ho trg nhiét tinh ctia Roddy la diéu may man
16n cho tac gia. Cung véi sy can cu cua trg ly Kate, ho tao thanh mot nhom lam
viéc tuyét voi.

Lam viéc v6i Paul Hayward that sy luén dé dang, thodi mai va chuyén
nghiép. Anh giup t6i khong lan man, tap hop cac suy nghi cta t6i va trinh bay
ching theo mot cach thirc khién t6i vo cung hai long.

Nhiép anh gia Sean Pollock da c6 mét cong viéc hoan hao khi chup rat nhiéu
hinh anh trong su6t khoang thai gian 4 nam. Phong cach tram lang, kin dao giup
anh chup dugc nhitng birc anh minh muén ma khong gay khé chiu qua miéc cho
nguoi khac.

Les Dalgarno, ludt s cta t6i, da dwa ra nhitng hwéng dan rat hitu ich trong
sudt qud trinh chudn bi ndi dung cuén sach. Ong vira 1a nha tw van dang tin cdy
va trung thanh nhat, vira 1a mét nguwdi ban 16n caa t6i.

N6i chung, da c6 rat nhiéu ngwoi danh nhiéu thoi gian dé giup t6i hoan
thanh cuén hoi ky nay. T6i danh gia cao nhitng n6 lyc cta ho, va t6i cam thay c6
mot nhom lam viéc tuyét voi nhue vay sau luvng la m6t niém vui to 16n...

LOI CAM ON VE MAT HINH ANH

Tac gia va nha xudt ban xin cdm on cac ca nhan / t6 chic sau day da cho
phép st dung lai nhitng hinh anh trong cu6n sach:

Action Images, Roy Beardsworth/Offside, Simon Bellis/Reuters/Action
Images, Jason Cairnduff/Livepic/Action Images, Chris Coleman/ Manchester
United/Getty Images, Dave Hodges/Sporting Pictures/Action Images, Ilan
Hodgson/Reuters/Action Images, Eddie Keogh/Reuters/Action Images, Mark
Leech/Offside, Alex Livesey/Getty Images, Clive Mason/ Getty Images,
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Mirrorpix, Gerry Penny/AFP/Getty Images, John Peters/ Manchester
United/Getty Images, Matthew Peters/Manchester United/ Getty Images, Kai
Pfaffenbach/Reuters/Action Images, Popperfoto/Getty Images, Nick Potts/Press
Association, John Powell/Liverpool FC/Getty Images, Tom Purslow/Manchester
United/Getty Images, Ben Radford/ Getty Images, Carl Recine/Livepic/Action
Images, Reuters/Action Images, Rex Features, Martin Rickett/Press Association,
Matt Roberts/Offside, Neal Simpson/Empics Sport/Press Association, SMG/Press
Association, SNS Group, Simon Stacpoole/Offside, Darren
Staples/Reuters/Action  Images, Bob  Thomas/Getty = Images, Glyn
Thomas/Offisde, John Walton/Empics Sport/Press Association, Kirsty
Wrigglesworth/Press Association.

Nhitng hinh anh con lai trong sach thudc vé Sean Pollock.
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LOI GIOI THIEU

Tﬁ’ vai nam trudc day toi da bat dau tap hgp nhitng suy nghi va ghi chép vao
nhitng ltic cong viéc cho phép dé chuan bi cho cuén sach nay. Khi viét hoi ky, dw
dinh cta t6i lu6n ludn la lam sao dé c6 dugc mét cau chuyén hap dan déi véi ca
nguoi trong va ngoai gidi bong da.

Vi thé, mac du viéc toi vé huru khién nhiéu nguwdi trong gidi ngac nhién, toi
da suy nghi vé cuén hoi ky nay trong nhiéu nam tride day. N6 la sy tiép tuc cia
mot cudn sach trwdc do cta toi mang twa Managing My Life (Quan tri cudc doi).
Do dé, cudn hoi ky nay chi néi so qua vé nhitng nam tudi tré cta t6i & Glasgow
va nhitng ngudi ban lau nam & Aberdeen, con lai da phan tap trung vao nhitng
nam thang tuyét diéu cta t6i & Manchester! Ban than t6i rat thich doc sach, nén
toi cting hao hithg muon viét ra mot cudn sach cé thé lam sang té doi diéu bi an
trong cong viéc cua toi.

Trong sudt hanh trinh cudc doi cung béng da, ban han sé phai trdi qua nhitng
thang tram, that bai va tuyét vong nita. Ngay ti* nhitng ngay dau lam cong tac
huan luyén tai Aberdeen va Manchester United, t6i da hiéu rang muén c6 duwgc
long trung thanh va niém tin tr phia cac cau th, ban than to6i phai trung thanh va
tin twdng vao ho trwdc. Pay chinh la diém khéi dau cho moi day rang budc va
gan két gitta moi nguwdi, nén tang cho suw phat trién ctia nhitng t6 chitc vi dai.
Thure ra thi k§ nang quan sat va chu y da gitp t6i rat nhiéu. C6 nhiéu nguoi it dé
y dén moi viéc xung quanh, nhwng ban nén md to mat va quan sat, ban sé thay
nhiéu diéu. T6i da st dung k§ nang nay dé nhan xét, danh gia viéc tap luyén, tam
trang va &ng x{r cia cac cau thu.

Tat nhién la t6i sé rat nhd khong khi vui nhon trong phong thay dé va ca
nhitng huan luyén vién doi thu. D6 la nhitng nhan cach 16n cta treong phai huan
luyén cii, nhitng nguwoi da rat noi tiéng khi t6i dén véi United nam 1986. Ngudi
tién nhiém Ron Atkinson khong hé té thai do cay cu khi roi United, ngugc lai van
danh nhitng 10i nggi khen cho chung t6i. Jim Smith la mot tinh cach tuyét voi,
mot nguwdi ban tot, tinh hiéu khach cta 6ng khién ban khé ma vé sém trong
nhitng lan gap mat. Trong nhitng dip nhw thé, khi vé dén nha thi chiéc 4o so mi
cta t6i luon dinh day tan thudc xi ga...
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Ngoai ra phéi ké dén HLV Coventry City, 6ng John Sillett “Map”, cling la
mot nguwdi ban quy. T6i cling khong thé nao quén John Lyall nay da qua co,
ngudi da tan tinh va khong tiéc thoi gian dé hudng dan t6i trong nhitng ngay dau.
Vi Bobby Robson, lan dau tién toi gap ong la khi CLB Aberdeen cua t6i danh
bai Ipswich tai UEFA Cup nam 1981. Khi d6 Bobby da vao tan phong thay do va
bat tay tirng cau thi Aberdeen. T6i sé khong bao gio quén s lich 1am va tinh ban
cta ong, su ra di cua 6ng sau nay qua la mot mat mat 16n cho chiing t6i.

Ngoai ra con nhiéu “cyu binh” nita, nhitng ngudi da song sét trén chiéc ghé
HLV vi ho c6 dao ditc nghé nghiép rat dang nguwdng mo. D6 la nhitng HLV John
Rudge va Lennie Lawrence, hay mot trong nhitng HLV gi6i nhat caa Oldham -
toi muon no6i dén ong Map Joe Royle. Oldham da tirng gay ra cho ching t6i
nhitng gio phut that sy khé khan khi hai doi gap nhau. Harry Redknapp va Tony
Pulis ciing la nhitng nhan cach xuat sac trong thé hé cua t6i, con Sam Allardyce
da tré thanh mot nguwdi ban cue ky than thiét.

T6i that may man c6 doi ngli nhan vién tuyét voi va hét sirc trung thanh &
MU, mot vai ngudi trong s6 ho tirng sat canh véi téi suot hon 20 nam. Thu ky
riéng Lyn Laffin da lam viéc véi t6i dén khi t6i nghi hwu tai MU va nay van tiép
tuc lam thw ky cho t6i & van phong méi. Nhitng ngudi khac c6 thé ké tén la Les
Kershaw, Dave Bushell, Tony Whelan va Paul McGuinness. Kath Phipps, nguoi
phu trach 1é tan va nhitng budi lam viéc sau tran dau tai Old Trafford, cling c6
tham nién 40 nam tai day. Ngoai ra con c6 Jim Ryan (nay da vé huwu), em trai toi
Martin - nguwdi phu trach cong tac tuyén trach tai nwéc ngoai trong sudt 17 nam
(mot cong viéc cuc kho!), va Brian McClair nita...

Toi cling luon nhé Norman Davies, nguoi phu trach trang phuc cua CLB -
anh 1a ngwoi ban trung thanh, mot con ngwoi tuyét voi. Anh vira qua doi may
nam truede day. Nguoi thay thé anh, Albert Morgan, ciing la mot nhan cach 16n,
lu6n trung thanh véi Man United. Ro6i con phai ké dén nhitng nhan vién nhw bac
si Steve McNally, nguoi phu trach vat ly tri lieu Rob Swire va chuyén vién Tony
Strudwick cung doi ngili cac nha khoa hoc thé thao, nhitng nhan vién giat di va
ndu bép, nhitng nhan vién van phong nhw John Alexander, Anne Wylie va nhiéu
nguoi khac nita... Ké dén la Jim Lawlor va doi ngii tuyén trach vién, huan luyén
vién tht mon Eric Steele; nhdm phan tich ky thudt qua video ctia Simon Wells va
Steve Brown; doi ngii nhan vién ho trg tai san thi dau, dan dat béi Joe Pemberton
va Tony Sinclair; nhitng nhan vién cham chi ¢ doi bao tri: Stuart, Graham va
Tony. C6 thé t6i quén tén mot vai nguwoi, nhung chac chan moi nguwdi déu hiéu
rang toi ton trong va danh gia cao tat ca trong so ho.
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Cac trg 1y va huan luyén vién da ho trg t6i rat nhiéu tai Manchester United.
b6 la Archie Knox - mot dong minh thyc sy trong nhitng ngay dau, réi Brian
Kidd, Nobby Stiles, va Eric Harrison - mot HLV tuyét voi cua doi tré MU. Steve
McClaren la mot HLV tran day nang lwgng va y twéng mdi. Carlos Queiroz va
René Meulensteen ciing la nhitng HLV xudt sac, con trg ly Mick Phelan 1a con
nguwoi thuan tdy béng d4, rat can trong va khon khéo.

Nén mong cho su nghiép lau dai cta t6i tai MU dugc xay dung bdi Bobby
Charlton va Martin Edwards. Moén qua 16n nhat t6i nhan dugc tir ho la thoi gian
cung nhau xay dung mot cau lac bd bong da MU, chit khong chi don thuan xay
dung mot doi hinh thi dau ma thoi. Sy ho trg cua ho dwoc tiép n6i bai David Gill,
nguwoi ma toi c6 mot quan hé cong tac hét sirc tot dep trong sudt hon mét thap ky
cudi cung tai United.

Co rat nhiéu diéu t6i muon ké lai trong cudn sach nay. Toi hy vong cac ban
sé vui thich khi cung t6i di lai ttng budc, tirng buéc mot trong hanh trinh do.
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MO PAU

Gﬁn ba thap ky da tr6i qua ké tir ngay t6i buwdc ra san Old Trafford trong tran
dau tién trén cwong vi HLV tredng MU véGi cam giac hoi hop va la lam. Bing &
vong tron giita san, toi vay tay chao khan gia trén khan dai Stretford End va duoc
gidi thiéu la tan HLV trudng cua Manchester United. Hom nay, toi cling buéc ra
san van dong ay, tran day tu tin, dé noi 10i chia tay.

Su kiém soat ma t6i c6 dwgc & Manchester United trong vai tro HLV truéng
la mot ddc quyén ma rat it ngwoi dong nhiém nao khac may man c6 duge. Mua
thu 1986, khi tir Aberdeen dén Manchester, tuy t6i hoan toan ty tin vao nang luc
cda ban than, t6i van khong thé nao hinh dung dwgc moi chuyén sau nay lai dién
ra nhu thé.

Sau khi chia tay CLB vao thang 5-2013, thoi khac quyét dinh trong sw
nghiép hudn luyén tai Manchester nhw tran vé trong tri 6c toi. D6 la tran dau vong
3 cup FA gap Nottingham Forest vao thang 1-1990, tran dau ma ban thang cta
Mark Robins da dwa MU di tiép, khi ma vi tri HLV truwéng cua t6i dang lung lay
di* doi khi MU khéng thang ndi tran nao trong ca thang trdc do, va nhitng that
bai dang lam x6i mon ca sy ty tin ciia chinh toi.

Néu khong doat dugce cup FA sau chién thang trong trdn chung két trwdc
Crystal Palace gan 4 nam sau khi nam ddi, c6 1& nhitng nghi ngo vé sw phu hgp
cda t6i vGi ghé HLV trudng MU sé khong thé bi dap tat. Khong bao gio toi biét
minh da gan véi viéc bi sa thai tdi mitc nao, vi quyét dinh d6 chwa tirng duwgc Ban
Gidm doc MU ban dén. Nhung néu khong cé chién thang cip FA tai san
Wembley nam dé, dam dong c6 dong vién c6 thé that vong cung cuc va gdy anh
huwéng 1én quyét dinh cia CLB.

Bobby Charlton luén phan déi moi ¥ twéng vé viéc sa thai téi. Ong hiéu rd
nhitng viéc toi lam, tit viéc phat trién cau thua tré, nhitng manh ghép va diéu chinh
trong d6i hinh ma t6i thyc hién, cling nhw thoi gian t6i danh riéng dé cai tién cach
van hanh doi béng tai ManU. Cha tich Martin Edwards cting thau hiéu nhitng
diéu nay, dé la ly do tai sao hai vi nay c6 du diing khi sat canh véi to6i ngay ca
trong nhitng giai doan khé khan nhét cda t6i trén cwong vi HLV tredng. Han la
Martin da tirng nhan dwgc v6 s6 nhitng 1a thw gian dit yéu cau sa thai toi.
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Chién thang tai cip FA nam 1990 da tiép thém sinh lyc cho Manchester
United, dong thai lam t6i virng tin rang day la mot doi bong thue sy t6t, mot doi
béng cé thé gianh duwge cdc danh hiéu. Chién thang nay m¢& duong cho nhitng
ngay twoi dep sau d6. Nhung ngay budi sang hom sau tran chung két, mot to bao
da viét nhu sau: “OK, anh da chitng minh dwgc anh cé thé gianh cip FA cho
Manchester United. Xong. Gio thi moi anh quay lai Scotland gium!”. T6i khong
bao gio’ quén dwogc bai bao do.
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mot

NHUNG SUY NGAM

Né’u can c6 mot két qua trdn dau cu thé dé tiéu biéu cho moi th vé
Manchester United thi véi t6i d6 chinh la tran dau cudi cung - tran dau thit 1.500
toi cam quan tai diy. D6 la tran hoa 5-5 giita ching t6i va West Bromwich
Albion: mét tran bong dién cudng, tuyét voi, day dam mé va vo cung ky la.

Néu ban dang trén duong dén san xem MU thi dau, ban sé dugc thuwdng thirc
nhitng ban thang va cd nhitng kich tinh trén san co6. Tréi tim ban sé dugc thw
thach ra tro! Hém do6 t6i chang thé than phién gi khi ching t6i danh mat 1gi thé
dan ban 5-2 trwedc West Brom chi trong vong... 9 phit. T6i van c6 nhitng ct chi
thé hién sy that vong nhw thuong 1€, nhung cac cau thu déu hiéu ro diéu do. Toi
no6i véi ho, “Cam on, cac chang trai. Cac anh da danh cho t6i mot budi chia tay
tuyét voi dén dién cuong...”

David Moyes da duwgc chon la ngwoi ké nghiép t6i tai MU, va khi ngoi trong
phong thay do sau tran dau, Ryan Giggs da pha tro, “Oi, David Moyes vira tir
chite réi do...”

Bat chdp nhitng yéu kém trong phong ngu tai trdn dau chia tay do, t6i van
thay tw hao va nhe nhom khi trao lai doi ngili cau thu va nhan vién day tai nang tai
MU vao tay David. Cong viéc cutia toi thé la xong. Gia dinh t6i ciing dang & do,
trén khan dai Regis tai san nha ctia West Brom, va mot cudc doi ma@i dang ma ra
tredc mat toi...

Va do chi la mot ngay trong s6 bao ngay véi MU, nhitng ngay tr6i qua nhw
mot gidc mo. Trong budi chia tay d6, West Brom t6 chitc that long trong va quan
tam dén t6i mot cach vo cung dac biét. Sau do ho con tdang t6i ban danh sach thi
ddu (team sheet) hom do, véi chit ky cta cau tha hai bén. Gan nhu ca gia dinh toi
déu cé mat: ba con trai, tdm dita chau, va mot hai ngudi ban than. Sy hién dién
ctia ho la niém vui cho t6i, va cling that tuyét voi khi tat ca ching t6i dugc trai
qua man cudi cung nay bén nhau. R6i ca gia dinh t6i cung nhau budc ra.
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Khi buédc xuéng xe buyt bén ngoai san van dong cia West Brom, y dinh cua
t6i la huwdng thu tron ven titng khoanh khac sap dién ra. Viéc ra di khong kho
khan vdéi t6i, vi toi biét da dén lic phdi lam nhw vay. Bém trwdc trdn dau, cac cau
tha tuyén bo sé c6 mot man trinh dién dé danh dau sy vé huwu caa hudn luyén
vién. Moén qua quy gia nhat caa ho la mot chiéc dong ho Rolex nam 1941, nam
sinh cua t6i. Gio trén dong ho cling dugc cai dat vao ding 3 gio 3 phit chiéu,
chinh 1a thoi gian ma to6i ra doi ngay 31-12-1941 tai Glasgow. Ho ciling tang toi
mot album hinh tém tat lai toan bo nhitng ngay véi MU cta t6i, véi hinh cta cac
chau t6i cung gia dinh ngay trang giita. Rio Ferdinand, ngwoi rat mé dong ho, la
tac gia chinh cta y twdng vé cac moén qua cho toi.

Sau khi trao qua va nhitng trang vo tay vang doi khap phong, t6i chot dé y
thdy mot nét gi do la la trén gwong mat mot so cau thu. Pay la thoi khac ma vai
cau tha ro rang khong biét x tri ra sao, vi ho da luén cé t6i ¢ bén canh, véi mot
sO nguoi thi thoi gian nay da lén t6i 20 nam. T6i c6 thé thay nhitng vé mat trong
rong va ngo ngac cta ho, nhitng vé mat nhv mudn héi “réi moi chuyén tGi day sé
ra sao?”. Mot s6 cau thu MU chwa ting lam viéc dudi quyén huan luyén cta bat
ky ai khac ngoai t6i.

Nhung van con mot tran ddu dudi quyén cam quan cua toi, va t6i muén no
phai dién ra hoan hao. Sau nita gio thi dau ching t6i da dan 3-0, nhung r6 rang
doi thu West Brom khong hé muon t6i c6 mot budi chia tay ém a chit nao. Ban
thang dau tién ctia MU trong thoi ky t6i lam HLV dwgc ghi bai John Sivebaek
ngay 22-11-1986, va ban thang cudi cung do Javier Hernandez ghi ngay hém do,
19-5-2013. Trong tran dau vd&i West Brom, khi dan 5-2 thi MU hoan toan c6 thé
két thuc véi thang 1gi 1én tGi 20-2; nhung khi bi g& hoa 5-5 thi c6 cam giac ching
toi co thé bi thua ngugc vai ty so... 5-20! Vé mat phong thu, ching t6i choi that
hon loan: West Brom ghi ba ban lién trong vong c6 5 phiit, véi Romelu Lukaku
lap duvgc mot hat-trick.

Bat chap viéc lién tuc thing lwdi vao cudi tran, khong khi trong phong thay
do sau tran dau la kha nhe nhang. Sau tiéng coi chung cudc, toan doi & lai san va
vay tay chao cac khan gia trén khu vue khan dai danh cho cac ¢6 dong vién cua
MU. Giggs day toi ra phia tredc va toan doi ditng ngay sau. T6i ditng do gitta
mot ri'ng nhitng guwong mat hanh phic. Cac fan cia MU da ca hat, ho hét va nhay
mua sudt ca ngay. Téi muén doi nha thang 5-2 hon, nhung két qua hoa 5-5 cling
khong phai la mot cai két qua té. Pay la tran hoa 5-5 dau tién trong lich s
Premier League ciing nhw trong ca sy nghiép cua t6i: 90 phut cudi cung do6 da
thanh mé&t phan cta lich st.
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Trd vé Manchester, mét ta nhitng buwu pham da dwgce gwi t6i van phong cua
t0i. Real Madrid da gii mot mon qua tuyét dep: mo hinh bang bac ctia dai phun
nuwdc La Plaza de Cibeles & Madrid, noi ho t6 chitc nhitng budi mirng céng, cing
v6i mot bite thw dé thuwong tir Florentino Pérez, cha tich cia Real. MGt mén qua
khac dén tir cau lac bd Ajax va mot tit Edwin van Der Sar. Thw ky cuaa t6i, Lyn,
da phéi lam viéc vdi hang dong thu tur.

Trong tran dau trén san nha gap Swansea City cudi tuan truedc do, tran cudi
cta toi ¢ Old Trafford, t6i khong biét minh nén ky vong diéu gi, ngoai viéc bao
vé danh dv ctia doi bong. Luc d6 ching t6i dang ¢ cudi mot tuan cang thang khi
phai thong bao cho gia dinh, ban be, cac cau tht va nhan vién viéc to6i da lya chon
budc sang mot trang mdi trong cudc doi ciia minh.

Nhitng y nghi khién t6i c6 quyét dinh vé hwu xuat hién vao mua déong nam
2012. Vao khoang thoi gian Giang sinh y nghi d6 tré nén ro rang va manh mé
hon trong dau t6i, “Minh phai vé hwu thoi.”

“Sao anh lai quyét dinh nhw vay?” Cathy haéi.

“Mua giai trudc MU dé tudt mat danh hiéu trong trdn dau cudi cung. Anh
khong thé chiu dwgc diéu d6 thém lan nao nita,” toi tra 16i. “Anh chi hy vong c6
thé gianh dugc chitc v6 dich Premier League lan nay va vao dén tran chung két
Champions League hay Cup FA. D6 sé 1a két thic tuyét voi nhat.”

Luc dd, vg toi Cathy vira mat di ngudi chi Bridget vao thang Mwoi va dang
c6 gang lay lai thang bang trong cudc song. Cathy nhanh chéng dong y rang do la
lva chon ding dan. Cathy nghi rang néu t6i muoén thit lam gi d6 khac trong cudc
song thi diéu d6 nghia la t6i van con chwa gia! Theo hgp dong, t6i c6 nghia vu
phai thong bao cho cau lac bo cham nhat la ngay 31-3 néu t6i nghi huwu vao mua
heé nam do.

Dot nhién David Gill goi cho t6i vao mot ngay Chu nhat trong thang Hai va
héi xem 6ng dy c6 thé dén nha gap t6i hay khong. Mgt chiéu Cha nhat? To6i néi
ngay vdi vg, “Anh ca la 6ng ta dén dé bao tin 6ng ta tir chitc Giam doc diéu
hanh.” Con vg t6i thi bdo, “Vang, ding la nhw vay, hodc la... chinh anh sap bi sa
thai.” Va dung nhw thé, David cho t6i biét 6ng sé nghi hwu vao cudi mua giai.
“Quai quy that, David,” t6i thot 1én, roi ciing thong bao vé quyét dinh twong tw
cua toi.

Trong nhitng ngay sau do, David goi cho t6i bdo t6i cho cudc goi tir nha
Glazer. Khi 6ng chua Joel Glazer goi dién, toi gidi thich rd rang rang quyét dinh
cda t6i khong dinh dang gi dén viéc David khéng con diéu hanh & United nita.
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T6i da cé quyét dinh cia minh tr dip Giang sinh nam ngoai, t6i ndi vdi Joel nhw
vay. Toi trinh bay cac ly do: Chi gai ctia Cathy qua doi vao thang Muoi da thay
doi cudc séng cda chiing t6i, riéng Cathy cdm thay rat cd don. Joel hiéu diéu do.
Chung t6i dong y gap nhau & New York, tai d6 6ng dy da c6 gang thuyét phuc toi
khong vé huwu. Toi néi rang t6i rat cam kich nhitng no lyc cta 6ng, va cam on sy
ung hd cta ong. Joel ciing thé hién sy biét on doi véi tat ca nhitng cong hién
trong cong viéc cua toi.

Cam thay khong thé thay doi suy nghi cta t6i, budi thao luan chuyén sang
van dé ai sé la nguoi thay thé t6i. Vé diém nay thi chiing t6i da c6 sy nhat tri:
nguoi ké nhiém to6i sé la David Moyes.

David Moyes td&i gap ching to6i dé ban vé thoi gian 6ng ta c6 thé tham gia
MU. Mot diéu rat quan trong doi véi nha Glazer 1a sau khi c6 thong tin chinh
thitc vé viéc toi nghi huwu, CLB thong bao sém vé HLV ké nhiém, khong dé
khoang thai gian kéo dai cho nhitng don dai va phéng doan cta dw luan.

Rat nhiéu nguwdi Scotland mang trong minh mdt y chi manh mé. Dan
Scotland roi qué hwong chi vi mot 1y do, do la dé gat hai dugc thanh cong. Khong
phai dé chay tron qua khit, ma ho ra di dé ban than ho thanh cong hon. Ban cé thé
thdy diéu nay khap thé gidi, dac biét la & My va Canada. Roi b6 manh dat qué
huwong sé mang lai mét gidi phap chac chan. D6 khong phai 1a mot 16p mat na, dé
la quyét tam hoan thanh nhitng muc tiéu. Sy khac khé ctia nguwdi Scotland ma
nguoi ta hay noi tdi doi lac cling dung vai toi.

Nhitng ngwoi Scotland & nuwdc ngoai khong thiéu khiéu hai hwée. David
Moyes khong thiéu tai di dém. Mdc du vay, trong cong viéc, nhitng nguoi
Scotland rat nghiém ttc véi lao dong cia minh, mot pham chat vé gia. Nguoi ta
thuong ndi vai toi, “T6i chra bao gid thdy anh cuwdi sudt tran dau.” Toi tra 101,
“T6i khong & dé dé cuoi dua, téi & do dé gianh chién thang tran dau.”

David ciing c6 mot so nét tinh cach nhw vay. T6i c6 biét vé gia dinh cta 6ng:
cha 0ng ta 1a mot huan luyén vién tai Drumchapel, noi t6i thi dau khi con tré, 6ng
cling tén la David Moyers. D6 1la mot gia dinh c6 né nép va truyén théng. To6i
khong néi do 1a 1y do dé bo nhiém mot ai d6, nhung rd rang ching ta muon thay
nhitng ngudi c6 nguon goc gia dinh t6t ¢ nhitng vi tri cao nhuw vay. T6i roi
Drumchapel vao nam 1957 khi David Moyes (cha) van con la mot chang trai tré,
vi vay tuy khong lam viéc tryc tiép véi nhau lau, nhung t6i biét vé ho.

Nha Glazer thich David. Ho ngay lap tic cé an tuwgng tot v4i ong, treedc tién
vi David la mot nguwdi an ngay ndi thang. Thang than vé ban than minh la mot
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dic tinh tot. Ngoai ra, t6i sé khong hé can du vao céng viéc ctia David sau nay.
Sau 27 ndm lam huén luyén vién, sao t6i con muon tiép tuc dinh dang dén cong
viéc nay nita? DAy la ldc t6i bo lai cudc song dé & phia sau. David cling sé khong
gip van dé gi v6i viec ndm bét nhitng truyén théng cia MU. Ong 1a nguoi gidi
trong viéc danh gia cac tai nang va da cong hién thit bong da tuyét diéu tai
Everton khi c6 co hdi ky hgp dong véi mét Iiva cau thu dang cap hon.

T6i da tw nhu sé khong c6 diéu gi phai hoi tiéc vé quyét dinh nghi hvu. Biéu
d6 sé khong thay déi. O Iita tudi bay muoi, sitc khoe va tinh than ctia ban rat dé
xuong doc nhanh chéng. Tuy nhién, toi lai rat ban ron ké tir thoi diém vé huwu, vai
nhiéu dy an tai My va nhitng noi khac. Khong c6 nguy co nao déi vdi viéc toi roi
vao tinh trang that nghiép, vi t6i van tim kiém nhitng thach thitc mdi.

Mot trong nhitng khé khan 16n nhét trong nhitng ngay trudc va sau thoi
diém quyét dinh vé huu cda téi duwgc thong bao, 1a néi chuyén nay vdi cac nhan
vién tai Carrington, san tap cua chiing t6i. T6i nhé rat cu thé minh da nhac dén
nhitng thay doi trong cudc song cua toi va sy qua doi cta chi gai Cathy, va nhan
thdy mot sy cam thong chan thanh ti* moi ngwoi. Biéu dé thwe sy da vugt qua
nhitng rao can cua to6i, khién to6i cam thay rat xtc dong.

Nhirng tin don bat dau xuat hién vao ngay trude khi c6 thong bao chinh
thirc. Thoi diém doé t6i tham chi con chira bao tin cho em trai to6i Martin nita! That
kho dé kiém soat nhitng tin don do, dac biét la tiv cach nhin ctia San Giao dich
Ching khoan New York, vi vay mét phan tin tirc o ri ra da lam ton thwong moi
quan hé gitra t6i va mot s6 ngudi tdi mudn ndi riéng chuyén nay.

Vao sang thi Tw, ngay 8-5, moi nhan vién déu c6 mat trong phong phan tich
video, doi ngii nhan vién chinh & can tin va cac cau thua & trong phong thay do.
T6i buwdc vao phong thay do dé thong bao véi doi rang thong tin chinh thivc da
dugc dang tren website cta cau lac bo.

Khong ai dwgc phép dung dién thoai di dong. To6i khong mudn bat ¢ ai n6i
Ve tin titc nay trede khi téi cé co hoi néi véi moi nguwoi trén san tap. Mac du vay,
thong qua nhitng tin don, ho co6 1€ cling da biét diéu gi d6 quan trong sap xdy ra.

T6i néi vdi cac cau tha, “Toi hy vong toi khong lam ai that vong, béi co thé
cac ban titng quyét dinh tham gia vao CLB nay vi nghi rdng t6i con & day.” Vi
du, ching t6i tirng no6i véi Robin van Persie va Shinji Kagawa rang t6i sé khong
vé hwu sém, va diéu do thuc sy ding vao thoi diém do.

“Moi tht da thay doi,” t6i tiép tuc. “Sv qua doi cua chi gai vo t6i la mot
bién c6 rat dau buon. Va bén than t6i cling mudn ra di & vi thé 1a ngwoi chién
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thang. Va t6i dang ra di ding vdi vi thé nhu vay.”

C6 thé nhan ra sy sttng sot trén gwong mat cua ho. “Hay di xem va tan
hwéng cudc dua nguwa hom nay nhé cac chang trai,” t6i noi. “Hen gap moi nguoi
vao ngay thit Nam.” T6i da cho cac cau tht nghi vao chiéu tht Tw dé dén
Chester. Va moi nguoi déu biét diéu d6. P6 la mot phan trong ké hoach: toi
khong mudn moi ngwoi nghi rdng cac cau tht vo cam khi dén xem dua ngwa &
Chester vao ngay ma HLV truwéng thong béao viéc vé huwu caa minh, do do t6i da
thong bao rong rai ca tuan trwedc dé rang ho sé dugc di xem dua ngya.

Sau do t6i di 1én lau gdap doi ngii nhan vién va thong bao véi ho. Tat ca ho
vo0 tay, mGt hai ngwoi tham chi con pha tro, “That vui khi thoat khéi sép, sép a!”

Trong hai nhém chinh dugc thong bao, cac cau tha té ra s¢ hai hon. Trong
nhitng tinh huéng nhw vay ngay lap titc cac cau hoi sé 1ap day tam tri cta ho,
“Liéu huan luyén vién md&i c6 thich minh? Liéu minh c6 con & day mua giai tGi?”
Tuwong tw, cac hudn luyén vién cé thé sé nghi, “Day co6 thé la dau cham hét doi
v6i minh.” Thoi gian sau do l1a khoang thoi gian dé t6i rit lui khoi nhitng thi lién
quan dén viéc théng bdo, giai thich vé quyét dinh nay va sap xép lai nhitng suy
nghi ctia minh.

To6i da quyét dinh tredce l1a sé vé thang nha vi t6i biét sé c6 mot con dia chan
trong gidi truyén thong. T6i khong mudn roi san Carrington ma phdi di qua mét
dam dong phong vién cung nhitng anh den flash.

Vé dén nha, t6i khéa ctta ¢ trong phong mdt minh. Jason, ludt sw cta t6i va
Lyn lién tuc nhan tin lic théng bao dwgc cong bo. Lyn da nhan tin cho t6i lién tuc
trong 15 phut. Nghe n6i 38 t0 bao trén thé gidi da dua tin nay 1én trang nhat, bao
gom cd td New York Times. Vai td bao tai Anh dang han nhitng phan phu treong
vé dé tai nay, dai 10-12 trang.

RO rang bao chi da qué quan tam dén dé tai nay. To6i da nhiéu lan cai nhau
v6i cac phéng vién sudt nhiéu nam, nhung t6i chwa bao gio gilt trong long moi
tht han nao ca. To6i biét cac phong vién phai chiu rat nhiéu ap Iwc. Ho phai c6
gang danh bai cac phuong tién truyén thng khac nhw truyén hinh, mang Internet,
Facebook, Twitter v.v..., ngoai ra con phai chiu sitc ép tir ban bién tap luén hoi
thic ho tr phia trén. D6 1a mot nghé day kho khan.

Viéc tin titc d6 dugc bao chi dang va binh luén tran lan ciing cho thay gigi
truyén thong khong hé c6 4c cam nao vaéi t6i, du ching t6i da c6 nhiéu xung dot.
Ho cong nhan gia tri sw nghiép cua toi va nhitng gi toi tttng mang tGi cac cudc
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hop bao. Ho tham chi con lam mo6t mén qua: banh kem v6i mot chiéc may say toc
& trén, cong thém mot chai rgu ngon. Mot mén qua rat dang nhan!

Trong tran ddu gap Swansea loa cua san van dong choi bai ‘My Way’ cta
Sinatra va ‘Unforgettable’ ctia Nat King Cole. MU da thang tran dau theo céach
ma ching t6i tirng lam rat nhiéu lan qua 895 tran dau ma ching t6i gianh chién
thang: mot ban thang mudn vao phuit thit 87 ctia Rio Ferdinand.

Bai phét biéu cua t6i trén san van dong hoan toan khong dwgc chuan bi
triwdc, téi khong c6 kich ban nao cd. Tét ca nhitng gi t6i biét la: téi sé khong khen
nggi bat ky mot ca nhan nao ca, du la nhitng gidm doc diéu hanh, nhitng ngwoi
ung ho doi bong hay cac cau thu. Toi sé chi ndi vé cau lac bo bong da Manchester
United.

Trong bai phat biéu, t6i thuyét phuc cac c6 dong vién tng ho huan luyén
vién trudng mabi, David Moyes. “Xin cac ban nhé rang ching ta da tirng trai qua
nhitng khodng thoi gian t6i té & day,” toi néi qua loa phéng thanh. “Khi do, cau
lac b6 da Iudn ung ho t6i. Boi ngli huan luyén, cac nhan vién va cau thu déu da
ung ho t6i. Vi vay viéc cta cac ban bay gio la hay ung hg, hay ludn sat canh véi
huan luyén vién tredng méi cua ching ta. Diéu do rat quan trong.”

Neéu t6i khong nhac dén David, ngudi ta sé thac mac, “Chuyén doé la nhu thé
nao vay, c6 ding Ferguson muon Moyes ké nhiém 6ng ta hay khéng?” Ching toi
can phai thé hién sy ting ho vo diéu kién cho David. Cau lac bo phai tiép tuc
chién thang. D6 la diéu mong wdc chung cua tat ca ching t6i. Gio day, la mot
giam doc diéu hanh cta cau lac bg, t6i mong muén MU tiép tuc thanh cong nhw
bat ky nguwdi nao khac. Va tir nay téi c6 thé thwdng thitc cac tran dau theo cai
cach ma Bobby Charlton da lam ti khi 6ng ay nghi hvu. Hay nhin Bobby sau mot
tran thang ctia MU, ban sé thady d6i mat ctia 6ng ruc sang, ong lién tuc xoa hai
ban tay cia minh: 6ng dam mé cam gidc d6! Va t6i, t6i cling mudn diéu twong tu.
T6i muén c6 thé tham du cac tran dau ¢ chau Au va néi v6i moi ngudi: toi tu hao
vé doi bong nay, day la mot cau lac bo vi dai.

Trong bai phat biéu, t6i cling nhac t6i Paul Scholes. T6i biét cau ta khong
thich dugc vinh danh nhw vay, nhung t6i khong thé kim long minh dwgc. Paul
cling sé giai nghé. Toi cling cau chiic cho Darren Fletcher gap duwgc nhitng diéu
tot dep nhat trong qua trinh hoi phuc can bénh vé rudt két, can bénh rat hiém
nguwoi mac phai.

Vai ngay sau dé tai mot san bay, mdt anh chang tién téi trdc mat toi vGi
mot phong bi va néi, “T6i c6 cai nay dinh giti cho 6ng.” D6 la mat bai viét tir mot
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t0 bdo & Ireland noi rang to6i da roi cau lac bo dung theo cai cach ma t6i quan ly
no: quyén lyc thudc vé toi, theo nhitng diéu kién ma t6i dat ra. Tic 1a “ding kiéu
Ferguson”, tac gia bai bao viét nhu vay. Toi rat thich bai bao do6. B6 1a cach lam
viéc cua t6i trong khodng thoi gian dwong nhiém & United, va t6i tw hao khi thay
diéu d6 dugc mo ta ding nhw vay.

Khi t6i roi khdi Manchester United, David da mang vé 3 trg ly riéng cta 6ng
- Steve Round, Chris Woods va Jimmy Lumsden. Ong dy cfing chon Ryan Giggs
va Phil Neville, diéu nay dong nghia vGi viéc René Meulensteen, Mick Phelan va
Eric Steele mat viéc. D6 la Iya chon ctia David. T6i n6i v6i David rang t6i sé vui
néu ong co thé gitlr lai cac nhan vién cua t6i, nhung t6i khong cé quyén can thiép
hay ngan céan viéc 6ng mang theo nhitng trg ly riéng ctia minh.

Jimmy Lumsden da lam viéc v6i David mét thoi gian dai. T6i biét 6ng ta tw
hoi t6i con & Glasgow. Qué Jimmy chi cach cho t6i khoang mot dam, & khu vure
lien ké v&i Govan. Ong 1a mot ngwdi nhé nhin va 1a mot cau tha gii. That dang
that vong khi nhitng nguoi gidi mat viéc, nhung trong bong da diéu nay van hay
xay ra. Nhung chuyén dé da duoc xi 1y tot dep. Toi da néi vGi ba ngudi bon ho
rang toi rat tiéc khi thay ho khong & lai cau lac bd nita. Mick, nguoi da lam clung
t6i 20 nam, noi rang to6i khong viéc gi phai xin 16i, va cdm on t6i vi ca quang thai
gian tuyét voi ma ching t6i da chia sé cung nhau.

Khi nhin lai, t6i khong chi tdp trung vao nhitng chién thang ma con cé ca
nhitng that bai. T6i da thua 3 tran chung két Cup FA truwéc Everton, Arsenal va
Chelsea. T6i da thua nhitng tran chung két Cup Lién doan khi gap Sheffield
Wednesday, Aston Villa va Liverpool. Va hai trdn chung két Champions League
trwdc Barcelona nita. M4t trong nhitng diéu gép phan tao nén Manchester United
chinh la sy tré lai, kha nang bat ddy sau nhitng lan that bai. T6i ludn gilt trong
dau y nghi rang: bong da khong chi c6 nhitng chién thang va nhitng cudc diéu
hanh trén dinh cao. Khi thua tran chung két Ctp FA tru6c Everton vao nam 1995
toi da noi, “Thé ddy, t6i sé thuc hién nhitng thay doi ngay tai day.” Va chung t6i
da lam dugc diéu d6. Chung t6i dwa vao doi hinh chinh cac cau tha tré, nhitng
nguoi dugc goi bang cai tén Thé hé 92. Chung t6i da khong thé kim ham ho lau
hon nita, d6 1a mot nhém nhitng chang trai rat dac biét, rat tuyét voi.

Thua nhitng trdn cau & Manchester United tao ra nhitng anh hwdng to 16n
do6i vai ban. Vat 16n véi rac r6i do trong mot khoang thoi gian va sau dé ti€p tuc
lam viéc theo cach cli khong phai la mét lwa chon ctia t6i. Viéc that bai trong mot
tran chung két anh hwdng dén ban rat sau sac, dac biét khi doi béng da c6 23 ca
sut vé phia khung thanh do6i phwong trong khi doéi phwong chi c6 hai co hoi, hay
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khi ban thua trong mot loat stt luan Iwu... Suy nghi dau tién cta t6i luén luon la:
“Hay nghi that nhanh vé diéu nén lam Iic nay!” Tri 6c cuda t6i nghi ngay dén viéc
cdi thién tinh hinh va gitip doi béng hoéi phuc tré lai. Kha nang dwa ra nhitng toan
tinh nhanh nhay vao nhitng Itic ngwoi ta dé nan long nhat da tré thanh mot thi tai
san quy gia doi vai toi.

Doi khi nhitng that bai lai la nhitng két qua tot nhat. Phan ¢ng tich cuc trude
nhitng khé khan, nghich canh la mot pham chat, mét dac tinh: ngay cad & nhitng
giai doan doi bong c6 phong do té nhat ban ciing van cho thdy dwgc sitc manh
ctia minh. Cé mét cau noi noi tiéng: lai mot ngay nira trong lich st cia MU. Noi
cach khac thi chong lai nghich canh la m6t phan thé hién sy ton tai cia ching toi.
Néu ban té ra yéu dudi trudc nhitng that bai, chac chan that bai sé dén véi ban
nhiéu hon nita. Thwong thi ching t6i danh roi hai diém trong mét tran dau do doi
phuwong ghi ban thang trong pha béng cudi cung, va sau do ching t6i sé c6 mot
chuoi thang lgi tir 6-7 trdn tiép theo. P6 khong hé la mot s ngau nhién.

Do6i v6i nhitng fan ham mo, ho phai di lam vao thi¢ Hai sau khi bi tran ngap
bdi nhitng cdm xuc dén tir trdn dau cudi tuan. Mot anh chang da viét thw cho toi
vao thang 1-2010 nhu sau: “Ong c6 thé hoan lai cho t6i 41 bang ma t6i di tra dé
mua vé xem trdn dau vao ngdy Cha nhat khong? Ong da hita 1a trdn dau sé rat
hap dan, nhung thuye té thi khong, t6i chang tim thdy duwgc sy hap dan nao vao
ngay Chu nhat hom qua ca! To6i c6 thé lay lai 41 bang ctia minh khéng?” D6, fan
béng dé4 1a vay dé! Y nghi cta tdi 1a viét thw tra 151 néi rdng, “Anh c6 thé vui long
ghi ng 41 bang do vao tai khoan 1gi nhuan cua t6i suét 24 nam qua khong?”

Ban gianh chién thang nhitng trdn dau véi nhitng doéi tha 16n nhu Juventus
va Real Madrid, r6i mot ai d6 doi lai tién vé chi sau mét ngay Cha nhat doi bong
thi dau hoi tram lang! Liéu c6 cau lac bo nao trén thé gigi c6 thé cong hién cho
ban nhitng phut gidy hao hitng dén nghen thd nhiéu hon Manchester United?
Trong bat c ban gidi thiéu doi bong nao t6i cling gwri 101 canh bdo dén nhitng
ngudi tng ho: néu ching t6i dang bi dan truede 1-0 va tran dau con 20 phdt, hay
vé nha ngay, hoac ban c6 kha nang... duwgc khiéng ra khoi san khi hét gio thi dau.
Ban ciing c6 thé thay minh két thiic viéc xem tran dau & bénh vién Manchester
Royal Infirmary.

T6i hy vong khong ai phan déi khi t6i noi: khong c6 ai bi ltra ddo. Tran dau
chwa bao gio té nhat ca.
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hai

NGUON GOC GLASGOW

Phu’dng cham cua gia toc Ferguson ¢ Scotland la “Dulcius ex asperis”, cau
nay c6 nghia “Qua kho khan thanh qua sé ngot ngao hon”. Tinh than lac quan ay
giup toi rat nhiéu trong sudt 39 nam huan luyén béng da. Trong quang thoi gian
dé, tir bon thang ngan ngui & East Stirlingshire vao nam 1974 cho dén tan nam
2013 & Manchester United, t6i luon nhin thay dwgc thanh cong sau nghich canh.
Nhitng hanh dong quan ly sy thay do6i 16n lao tir nam nay qua nam khac dugce duy
tri bdi niém tin vitng chac rang ching ta sé vugt qua bat ky doi thu nao.

Cach day nhiéu nam, t6i da doc mot bai bao viét vé minh: “Alex Ferguson
da thanh cong trong cudc song du xudt than tir Govan.” Hay chi y cum tir nghe
c6 vé xic pham “xudt than t* Govan”. Chinh vi khéi dau t* khu déng tau &
Glasgow ma toi dat dugc nhitng gi hién c6 trong bong da. Nguén goc xuat than
khong bao gid la rao can ngan ai d6 thanh cong. Xudt than khiém ton c6 thé gitp
ich hon 1a gdy trd ngai. Néu ban tim hiéu nhitng ngwoi thanh cong, hay nhin vao
cha me ctia ho, nghién cttu nhitng gi ho da lam dé tim ra nhitng manh moi vé
nang lugng va dong lyc cta ho. Nhiéu cau thu vi dai nhéat cua toi xuat than tw
tang 16p lao dong, nhung dé khong phai la mot rao can, tréi lai, d6 thwong la mot
phan nguyén do dé ho tr@ nén xuat sac trong béng da.

Trong thoi gian ngoi trén bang ghé huan luyén, t6i da tién tir viéc quan ly
cac cau thu East Stirling véi mitc lwong 6 bang mot tuan 1én dén viéc ban
Cristiano Ronaldo cho Real Madrid vdi gia 80 triéu bang. Doi hinh St Mirren cta
toi dwoc tra lwong 15 bang mot tuan va budc phai tw lo cho ban than trong mua he
bdi ho chi la nhitng cau tha ban thoi gian. Mitc lwong t6i da cta bat ky cau tha
doi mot nao cua Aberdeen trong sudt tdam nam t6i hudn luyén tai Pittodrie 1a 200
bang mot tuan, day la mitc lwvong tran do chu tich Dick Donald an dinh. Vi vay,
hanh trinh tai chinh ctia hang ngan cau thu ma t6i tirng quan ly va huan luyén
trong gan bon thap ky la tir 6 bAng mot tuan cho dén 6 triéu bang mot nam!
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T6i hién con gitt bitc thw cia m6t nguwoi dan 6ng noi rang trong khoang thoi
gian 1959-1960 Ong ta tirng lam viéc tai xwdng stta tau & Govan va thuwong dén
mot quan rugu. Ong ta nhé lai 6 mot ngusi khudy dong phong trao tré tudi di
vao vd&i mot hop quyén tién cho quy dinh cong cta nhitng ngudoi tho hoc viéc,
anh nay c6 mot bai phat biéu that kich dong. Piéu duy nhat 6ng ta biét vé chang
trai hoi do la cdu ta choi cho doi St Johnstone. Bitc thw két thic bang mot cau
héi, “Nguoi do la 6ng phai khong?”

Thoat tién, t6i khong nhé chut gi vé viéc tro dau tranh chinh tri nay, nhung
mau thw néi trén budc t6i phai luc lai bo nhé va cudi cung t6i nhé ra, ding la hoi
do toi ting di khap cac quan rugu trong vung dé quyén tién cho cudc dinh cong.
T6i khong hé c6 y tham gia chinh tri. Goi viéc la hét cta t6i la mot “bai dién
thuyét” titc la gan cho né pham chat hung bién - cai ma né tuyét nhién khong co.
T6i nhd minh da huénh hoang hét nhw mot thang ngoc khi dwgce hoi vé 1y do cta
viéc quyén tién. Thuc ra trong quan rugu thi moi ngwoi cé 1é déu da chénh
choang va déu c6 tam trang muon nghe nguwdi quyén gop tré tudi giai thich “sw
nghiép” ma anh ta dang theo duéi.

Quén rugu 1a mot mang 16n cta nhitng trai nghiém dau doi. Y twéng kinh
doanh sém nhat la st dung thu nhap khiém ton cua t6i dé bwdc vao kinh doanh
bia rwgu, nham bdo dam twong lai. Diém kinh doanh dau tién nam & nga ba
duong Govan va duong Tay Paisley, khu cong nhan xuwéng tau. Quan rugu da day
toi vé con nguwoi, nhitng wéc mao va that vong cta ho, theo mot cach thitc sau nay
gidp t6i hiéu rd hon vé nganh bong da, du vao luc do tat nhién téi chang thé nhan
ra diéu nay.

Chéang han nhu trong mot quan rwgu ctia minh, ching t6i c6 “cau lac bo
Wembley”, theo d6 khach hang gép tién dan dan trong 2 nam dé cé dugc tam vé
dén Wembley xem tran Anh gap Scotland. Bat ké ho gép dwoc bao nhiéu, toi sé
bé thém mot s6 tién bang chirng do, va thé la da dé ho dén London trong bon
hodc nam ngay. Hodc néi ding hon thi trén ly thuyét 1a nhw vay! Vé phan minh,
toi sé di cung ho vao ngay dién ra tran dau. Ban than nhat cua t6i, Billy, 1én
dwong di Wembley vao ngay thit Nam va chi trd vé sau dé bdy ngay. Diéu khong
tranh khoi la viéc kéo dai chuyén di dot xuat sé gdy xao xao trong gia dinh anh
ay.

Vao mot ngay thit Nam no, sau tran dau vao tht Bdy tuan trwdc tai
Wembley, dién thoai reo khi t6i dang & nha. Anna, vg cda Billy, goi dén va noi,
“Cathy, chi hdi gitm Alex xem Billy chong t6i dang & dau”. T6i thé 1a minh
khong biét gi hét. C6 1é 40 khach hang lam mot chuyén dén Toa Thap doi choi va
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toi khong cé cach nao biét dugc vi sao Billy da vang mat khéng 1y do. Nhung véi
nhitng ngwoi lao dong & thé hé cta to6i, mot tran cau I6n la mot cudc hanh hwong
thiéng liéng, va moi nguwoi yéu thich sy tu hop bu kht véi ban hitu ciing nhiéu
nhv yéu cac tran bong.

Quan rvgu cda ching to6i nam ¢ Main Street, Bridgeton - mot trong nhitng
khu Tin Lanh 16n nhét ctia Glasgow. Ngay thit Bay trudc cudc di bd diéu hanh
Orange (nguyén van la Orange Walk - mot cudc diéu hanh t6 chitc mua he hang
nam & Bac Ireland, Scotland va mot s6 vung khac trong Khoi Lién hiép Anh, dé
ky niém chién thang cia Hoang t& William x& Orange theo dao Tin Lanh trudc
vua James II theo Cong Gido trong tran danh noi tiéng trén séng Boyne & Ireland
nam 1690 dé gianh quyeén cai tri Anh, Ireland va Scotland - ND), Tam L6n, nguoi
dwa thw, dén ndi vai t6i, “Alex nay, bon nhéc hoi sang thit Bay t6i anh mé ctra
ltic mdy gid, vi cé cudc di bd. Chiing toi sé xudng Ardrossan,” nam & duyén hai
phia tay ctia Scotland. “Xe buyt xuat bén lic muwoi gio,” Tam noi. “Tat ca cac
quan rugu déu mé ctra. Quan cda anh cling nén vay.”

T6i boi roi. “Vay a, vay nén mé ctra lic nao?”

Tam néi, “Bdy gio.”

Vay la to6i dén quan lic 6 gio 15, vGi cha, em trai Martin va mot cau nhé lam
thué ngudi Y. Ching t6i chuén bi k§ vi Tam da néi, “Trit hang nhé, anh ban s&
can c6 rat nhiéu thirc uong ¢ day.” Téi mé ctra lic 7 gio sang. Quan chang may
choc day nhitng ngudi tham gia cude di bo, ho noi to hét c¢d va canh sat dang di
ngang qua nhung khong néi tiéng nao.

Twr 7g-9g30 sang, t6i thu vao 4 td 16n. Vodka ban dugc gap doi va thém cac
th linh tinh khac nita. Cha t6i chi biét ng6i va lac dau. Bén 9 gio 30 ching t6i
phai hét strc vat va dé quan c6 thé san sang don nhitng nguwoi khach khac. Co rira
quan, chung t6i cling phai ty lam lay, nhung bu lai t6i c6 duwgc 4 to 16n trong
ngan tién.

biéu hanh quan rugu la cong viéc khé khan. Dén nam 1978 t6i da san sang
thoat dwoc trach nhiém nang né tr hai quan rugu. Quan ly déi Aberdeen thi
khong con thoi gian danh vat véi may bom nhau hodc lam s6 sach cho quan nita.
Nhung nhitng ky niém t6t dep trong nhitng nam nay van ton dong trong ky trc, va
chi riéng nhitng diéu nay cling c6 thé da dé t6i viét ra thanh m6t cuén sach.
Nhitng nguwdi phu khuan véc tai cang thwong dan vg dén quan vao sang thit Bay,
ho da nhan lwong tir t6i thi Sau va gui tién dé t6i gilt ho trong két sat sau quay
bar. Vao t6i thit Sau, ban cam thay minh nhuw thé triéu pha - khong thé nao biét
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dugc tién trong két la ctia minh hay cta ho. Hoi dau, Cathy vo t6i tham chi con
phai do tién ra tham dé dém!!! TGi sang thit By tién sé lai ra di khi nhitng ngwoi
phu khuan véc dén dé thu lai. S6 sach lwu lai cac giao dich nay goi la s6 ghi ng.

C6 mot khach nit quen tén Nan ddc biét can trong theo doi tién bac cta
chong. Co6 ta c6 giong diéu hét nhw mot phu khuan véac. “Ong nghi tui ndy ngd
ngan hét sao?” Co ta noéi, dwa toi vao tam ngam.

“Chuyén gi vay c6?”, t6i co kéo dai thoi gian.

“Ong nghi tui ndy ngd ngan hét sao? T6i mudn xem quyén s6 ng.”

“0, c6 khong xem dugc dau,” toi wng bién. “Cai nay bat kha xam pham.
Nhan vién thué vu khéng cho phép. Ho kiém tra hang tuan. C6 khong dwgc phép
xem s0.”

Nan quay sang 6ng chong dang nhan nhuc cho dgi, va néi, “Ping vay
khong?”

“A, 4, anh ciing khéng chic 1dm,” ngudi chéng néi.

Giong bao da tan! Nan danh ham he, “Néu t6i tim ra tén chong t6i trong do,
toi sé khong bao gio quay tro lai quan.”

Do la nhitng ky niém con mai, khi trai qua thoi tré quanh nhitng nguoi co
tinh cach tuyét voi va kién cwong. Da6i khi ho con hung ton nita. Nhiéu ludc, toi vé
nha bi tét dau hay bam mat. Cudc song & quan rugu la vay do. Khi moi ngudi qua
ho6 héi hay sap xdy ra danh nhau, dé la lic can nhay vao dé lap lai trat tw. Ban sé
c6 gang tach cac nhan vat chinh ra nhung thwong thi bi dinh mot don vao cam.
Thé nhuwng, khi nhé lai t6i thdy cudc séng dé méi tuyét lam sao. Ci¢ nhu la cac
nhan vat trong mot vé hai kich 16n ctua cudc doi.

Toi nhd hoai c6 mot ga tén Jimmy Westwater di vO quan trong tinh trang
gan nhu khong thd ndi, ngudi y xam ngoét. “Lay Chua, ong c6 sao khong?”, toi
héi. Héa ra y da ty quan lua Shantung khap minh dé 1én ra khéi bén cang ma
khong bi bat - ca nguyén banh lya Shantung trén ngwoi! Thé nhung y dai dot
quan chat dén noi gan nhw khong thé dugc.

Con mot Jimmy khac, ga lam thué c6 nhiém vu gitt vé sinh cho quan, dém
no lai xudt hién véi ao that no. Mot khach quen hoai nghi: “That no & Govan?
Ong giom ha.” Rdi mot téi thit Sau no, téi quay vé quan thi phat hién ai d6 ban
nhitng tdi thitc an cho chim & quay bar. Trong khu vic nay cua Glasgow, moi
ngwoi déu nudi chim bo cau.

“Céi gi day?” Toi hoi.

“Thi thitc an cho chim.” Cau tra 161 c# nhw thé chuyén do la hién nhién vay.
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Lai c6 mdt chang Ireland tén Martin Corrigan ti hao cé thé cung cap moi do
gia dung. D6 sanh sit, dao kéo mudng nia, td lanh - bat c thit gi ban can. Mot ga
khac budc vao thong bao: “Cé can 6ng nhom khong? T6i rong tdi ro6i” va rit ra
mot ong nhom that dep, dwgc boc trong gidy dau. “Chi mot to 5 bang thoi,” ga
noi.

“V&i mot diéu kién,” t6i néi. “T6i trd anh 5 bang mién la anh udng rugu tai
day, khong di qua quan Baxter.” Ga la mot chang trai tot, tuy an néi khong mach
lac cho lam. Vi vay, t6i 1y cai 6ng nhom va ga 1ap tic tiéu 3 bang tai quay bar.

Khi t6i mang nhitng mén dé mua dwgc vé nha, Cathy sé noi khung. T6i con
nhé c6 1an mang vé nha chiéc binh hoa cia Y tuyét dep ma sau nay Cathy thay
ban trong mot ctra hang gia 10 bang. Van dé la t6i da trd 25 bang cho chiéc binh
hoa khi & quan bar. Mot ngay no t6i vac vé mot chiéc do vest da 1on méi cong va
thue s nhin giong y hang that.

“Bao nhiéu vay?” Cathy hoi.

“Bay to nho,” toi noi, twoi cwoi rang ra.

Vay la t6i treo no 1én. Hai tuan sau ching to6i sé dén dw mot tiéc nhé & nha
em gai Cathy. T6i mac n6 vao dip do, va toi ding tredc gwong ngam cac dudng
cat. Roi toi kéo nhe hai 6ng tay do cho vira van hon, va hai tay 4o rét ra trong ban
tay cuda toi. Thé la toi ditng d6 véi mot chiéc do vest khong tay!

Cathy cwoi bo khi t6i hét 1én, “To6i sé giét han!” Ngay ca mot 16p vai 16t
cling khong c6 trong chiéc 4o vest khon kho do.

Tréen mot buc twong trong phong snooker toi treo hinh cua Bill, ban than
nhat cta t6i. Billy diung la mot ga trai doang vi, ngay dén mot tach tra cting khong
biét cach pha. Mgt hém no, chiing t6i vé nha Bill sau khi di an & ngoai. T6i bao
Bill, “Bac am lén bép.” Bill buéc ra ngoai phong va mat tiéu trong khoang 15
phut. Han di téi cho quai quy nao nhi? Thi ra han goi cho Anna, vg han, chi dé
héi, “Em pha tra nhu thé nao?”

C6 mot dém Anna dé mot chiéc banh nhan thit trong 10 nwéng lic Billy
dang nam xem phim The Towering Inferno (Thdp héa nguc) trén TV. Hai gi0 sau
Anna vé nha phat hién khéi dang phun ra tit nha bép.

“Lay Chda, anh khéng tat 10 nwéng ha?” Co ta ha hoc miéng. “Nhin khoéi
kia.”

“Anh twong khoi tir TV!” Billy la 1én. Héa ra han nghi d6 la mét hiéu Gng
ddc biét tw toa thap dang chay.
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Moi nguoi luon tu tap lai nha Billy, nhv buém dém bay theo anh sang vay.
Tuy nhién, ho khong goi han la Billy ma goi la 6ng McKechnie. Hai cau con trai,
Stephen va Darren, la niém ti hao cia hdan va Anna, va van con rat than véi cac
con t6i. Billy gio day khong con nita, nhwng t6i van luon nhé ngwoi ban nay cung
tat ca nhitng chuyén vui ching t6i san sé cuing nhau.

T6i c6 mot nhom ban cyc than tir nhitng ngay d6. Duncan Petersen, Tommy
Hendry va Jim McMillan la ban ctiing hoc nha tré ttr nam Ién bén. Duncan la mét
tho stta ong nuwéc, lam viéc cho ICI tai Grangemouth va da nghi hwu tir rat som.
Anh c6 moét noi @ nho rat xinh xan tai Clearwater, Florida va ho thich di du lich.
Tommy bi bénh tim, anh la ky s va Jim cling vay. Nguoi tht tw, Angus Shaw,
phéi cham séc vo 6m. John Grant, cling rat than véi t6i, di chuyén dén Nam Phi
vao thap nién 1960. Vg va con gai anh John hién diéu hanh mo6t doanh nghiép
ban buon.

Khi t6i roi doi bong thiéu nhi Harmony Row, diéu dé tao ra mét sy ngan
cach 16n gitta t6i va cac cau bé & Govan. Ho nghi rang t6i da sai lam khi roi bo
hang ngli dé dén Drumchapel Amateurs. Mick McGowan, nguwdi quéan ly
Harmony Row, khong bao gio n6i chuyén vdi toi nita - ong qua la mot ngwoi rach
roi va khong khoan nhugng. Mick McGowan “chot” 1a mot nguwoi dam mé dang
kinh ngac doi bong Harmony Row, cho nén 6ng thuc sy x6a tén toi khi toi b di.
Nhung cac chang trai & Govan va t6i van cung nhau di choi, di khiéu vii cho dén
tudi 19 hay 20. Tat cd ching t6i déu bat dau hen ho véi ban géi vao khoang thoi
gian do.

Va roi cling dén lic ching t6i xa cach nhau, moi nguoi tréi dat khap noi. T6i
1ap gia dinh vé&i Cathy va chuyén lén dén Simshill. Ban bé t6i ciing lan lwgt 1ap
gia dinh, tinh bang hitu ngay xwa dwong nhw bi chia cat, lién lac bi gian doan.
John va Duncan da choi cung toi tai Queen’s Park, vao khodng 1958-1960. Lam
HLV béng da, ban gan nhw khong cé thoi gian cho bét cit diéu gi ngoai nhitng
yéu cau cta cong viéc. Tai St Mirren, di nhién t6i cling khong c6 thoi gian.
Nhung nhitng tinh cam ban be da khong hé st mé. Vao nam 1986, khoang hai
thang truwdc khi t6i roi Aberdeen, Duncan da goi dién moi vg chong toi du ky
niém 25 nam ngay cwdi cia vg chong anh vao thang Muwdi. T6i vui vé nhan 101,
va hom do that su 1a mot sy kién dac biét trong cude doi toi. Ca bon déu ¢ do va
bita tiéc dwa chung toi trd lai véi nhau. Chung toi nay da la nhitng nguoi dan ong
trwdng thanh, c6 gia dinh riéng. To6i chuyén dén United vao thang sau, va ching
toi van gitt mai lién hé than thiét ké tir ngay do.
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Khi ban t6i tudi do, tam 19 dén 20, cudc song moi nguwdi co6 hoi tach biét,
nhwng tit ca bon ho van gan b6 vdi nhau. Chi minh t6i song kiéu khac. Néi gi thi
noi, to6i khong tron tranh cudc séng nhw kiéu cua cac ban t6i, day don gian chi la
cach ma cudc séng cua toi da dién ra. T6i da diéu hanh hai quan rwou va la huan
luyén vién cia St Mirren. R6i sau dé la cong viéc tai Aberdeen vao nam 1978.

Nhitng tinh ban nay giip toi ditng vitng tai Manchester United. Ca bon sé
kéo dén nha to6i & Cheshire an buffet va hat ho, roi ching t6i dem hét cac dia hat
xura ra. T4t ca bon ho déu la ca si giéi. Khi dén lwot t6i hat, rwgu da truyén cho t6i
cam giac phong dai vé kha nang ngam nga ctia minh. Giong nhuv la t6i hat hay
ngang ngtra Frank Sinatra vay. Trong dau toi khong chit nghi ngo 1a sé chiéu dai
thinh gia mot man trinh dién hay nhat ctia bai “Moon River”. Than 6i, chi méi hat
hai tr, t6i m& mat va thdy can phong trong tron. “May bo dén an do an cua toi roi
qua phong bén xem TV khi t0i hat hay sao?” Toi phan nan...

“Tui minh khong nghe thit d6, nghe kinh lam!” bon ho tra 16i. Ho la nhitng
ngwoi ban t6t nhat hang. Hau hét déu da két hon hon 40 nam. On Chua, ho da
trach phat t6i. Ho “dap” t6i lién tuc. Ho lam duwgc nhw vay vi ho qua giong toi,
nhv nhitng con ngya cung noi vay! Ho da cung toi trudng thanh, va ludn thong
cam vdi téi. Khi ho dén Manchester tham t6i, MU thuwdng thang trdn. Nhuwng néu
chiing t6i thua thi ho van thong cam va néi, “Pay qua la cong viéc kho khan.”
Cac ban nghe nhé, cau nhan xét cua ban toi khong phai la “That rac rugi!”, ma
chi la “Pay qua la cong viéc khé khan.”

Ban beé ctia t6i @ Aberdeen van rat gan giii. Diéu t6i hoc dugc vé Scotland la
cang lén phia Bac nguoi ta cang it n6i hon. Phai mat nhiéu thoi gian hon dé trui
rén tinh ban, nhwng khi da lam ban thi m6i quan hé nay that sau dam. Mot s6 ban
be ludn di nghi cung gia dinh t0i, nhw Gordon Campbell, luat sw cua toi Les
Dalgarno, r6i Alan McRae, George Ramsay va Gordon Hutcheon.

Khi t6i dan sau hon vao céng viéc tai United, cudc séng ngoai bong da cua
toi giam han. T6i khong con ra ngoai di choi vao toi thit Bay, don gian vi bong da
da vat kiét strc t6i. Tran dau thwong bat dau lac 3g chiéu va toi khong thé vé nha
tredc 8g45 t6i. D6 la cai gia caa sy thanh cong: 76.000 nguwdi trd vé nha cung
mot ltic va déu chang con may nhu cau di choi t6i hom d6 nita! Nhung t6i cling
c6 thém cac tinh ban bén vitng: Ahmet Kurcer, ngwdi quan ly cda khach san
Alderley Edge, Sotirios, Mimmo, Marius, Tim, Ron Wood, Peter Done, Jack
Hanson, Pat Murphy va Pete Morgan, Ged Mason, Harold Riley tuyét voi, va di
nhién la nhitng cdng sw cta toi, nhitng ngwdi hét muc trung thanh. James
Mortimer va Willie Haughey la hai nguoi ban cii & qué to6i, con c6 Martin
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O’Connor va Charlie Stillitano & New York va Eckhard Krautzun ¢ Pitc, tat ca
déu la nguwoi tot. Khi thu xép dwoc, ching to6i c6 nhitng budi di choi cing nhau
that tuyét voi.

Trong nhitng nam dau & Manchester t6i két ban véi Mel Machin, huan luyén
vién ctia Manchester City, nguoi bi sa thdi khong lau sau khi ho danh bai chting
toi 5-1. Ly do dugc dwa ra, t6i nhd hinh nhu 1a do Mel cwdi khong du nhiéu. T6i
c6 1€ da bi sa thai tir lau néu logic nay dwgc 4p dung tai United! Trong nhitng
ngay do, John Lyall, huan luyén vién ctia West Ham, la nguwdi toi tin cay. T6i
khong biét hét tat cd cac cau thu & Anh va cling khong tin vao bo phan tuyén
trach tai United. T6i goi dién cho John thuong xuyén va anh ta sé gui cho toi bao
cao vé cac cau thu dé bo sung vao danh sach cua riéng minh. T6i c6 thé tin cay va
tam s vGi anh rat nhiéu. Khi United choi khong tot, anh sé ndi, “T6i khong thay
Alex Ferguson trong doi bong dé.”

Jock Wallace, cvu HLV nong tinh ctia Rangers, cling tirng noi voi toi trong
mot khach san vao dém no, “T6i khong thdy Alex Ferguson trong doi bong do.
Ong nén dem 6ng Alex Ferguson tr¢ lai ddy di.” Nhitng ngudi nay tinh nguyén
cho t6i 16i khuyén va ban biét ho quan sat doi bong trén co s& ban beé. T6i goi do
la nhitng tinh ban t6t nhat. Bobby Robson la huan luyén vién cta doi tuyén Anh,
vi vay lic ban dau do6 1a mot moi quan hé hoan toan khac, nhuwng réi ching t6i
cling trd nén than thiét. Mot nguwdi ban nita vao thoi dy la Lennie Lawrence, va
gio day chung t6i van rat than thiét.

Bobby Robson va t6i tai lap lién lac gan giii tai tran dau ton vinh Eusébio &
B0 DPao Nha, khi d6 6ng dang hudn luyén Porto va Sporting Lisbon. Eric Cantona
ra mat trong tran ddu dé. Bobby dén khach san cta ching t6i va t6i sé luén ludn
nhd la 6ng da di tim Steve Bruce dé no6i, tredc mat tat ca cac cau thu, “Steve, toi
da c6 16i vGi anh. Lé ra t6i phai goi anh vao doi tuyén Anh, t6i mu6n xin 16i vi
diéu do.”

Phan 16n nhitng gi t6i biét trong cong tac hudn luyén la t6i da hoc duogc
trong nhitng ngay dau do, doi khi t6i khong nhan ra nhitng bai hoc da dan ngam
vao minh lic nao khong biét. Toi da hoc héi nhiéu diéu vé ban chat cia con
ngwoi rat 1au triede khi t6i di vé phia nam, dén United.

Doi khi nguwdi khac cé quan diém vé béng da hay vé nhitng viéc khac khéng
hé giong ban, va ban phai chap nhan thyc té€ nay. Vi dy, Davie Campbell la cau
th cta t6i ¢ St Mirren, cau ta chay rat nhanh nhwng khong hé khéo 1éo, khong c6
thé ghi 1dy mot ban thang. Lic nghi gitta hai hiép, t6i dang ngoi vdi cau ta trong
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phong thi ctta mé va bd cau ta xuat hién. “Davie, con choi that sang choi, chic
mirng con!”, 6ng ta ndi roi bién mat.

MGt ngay no, ching t6i dén Cowdenbeath dau vdi doi East Stirling va pham
sai lam khi khong kiém tra truedc thoi tiét. Mdt san citng nhw da. Vay la ching t6i
di vao Cowdenbeath dé mua 12 doi giay bong chay (thoi dé van con chwa c6 dé
cao su). Ching t6i bi dan 0-3 khi hét hiép mot. Vao hiép hai, t6i thay Billy
Renton, mot dong doi cili, dang vo vo vai minh. Anh néi, “Alex, t6i muén giGi
thiéu con trai t6i véi anh.”

T6i ndi, “Lay Chua, Billy, ching t6i dang bi dan ba ban ma.”

Ciling ngay hom dé, Frank Connor, mot nguwoi dan 6ng dang yéu tinh nong
nhv Itta, gap mot quyét dinh chong lai 6ng va ném chiéc bang ghé vao san. T6i
noi, “Chét tiét, Frank, bén anh dang dan 3-0 kia ma!”

“Nhung quyét dinh d6 1a mét sy si nhuc,” Frank dop lai.

Va dé6 chinh la nhitng ky niém day dam mé, ludn con mai trong tam tri toi.

T6i nhé lai cau chuyén vé cudc dung do cia Jock Stein va Jimmy Johnstone,
mot cau thu xuat sac va ciling la tay choi boi reegu ché khét tiéng. Mot budi chiéu,
Jock thay Jimmy ra trong mot tran dau dé phat Jimmy vi khong mudn choi trong
mot tran tranh clip chau Au trén san khach. Khi Jimmy di ra khoi san, anh ta néi,
“E, cha map mot chan khén kiép!” va tung cudc vao budng ngbi trén san ctia ban
huan luyén. Sau d6 Jimmy chay vao dwong ham va Jock Map lap tic dudi theo.
Jimmy chay vao phong thay d6 va chét civa lai.

“MO0 ctra,” Jock hét lén.

“Khong dau, ong sé danh toi ha?” Jimmy tra 10i.

“M¢ canh ctra do ra!” Jock nhac lai. “Tao canh cédo may.”

Jimmy m@ ctta va nhdy thang vao bon tam, dang chita nwéc rat nong.

Jock hét 1én, “Nhdy ra khoi d6 mau.”

“Khong, t6i khong ra dau,” Jimmy néi. Ngoai kia, trén san, tran dau van
dang dién ra.

Huan luyén bong da la mét chudi nhitng thach thiee khong c6 hoi két. Rat
nhiéu trong s6 do6 la viéc tim hiéu vé nhitng yéu dudi, khiém khuyét cia con
ngwoi. C6 mot lan, mot s6 cau tht Scotland sau mot dém nhau da quyét dinh
nhady xudng chéo thuyén choi. Két cuc la Jimmy Johnstone, titc Jinky bé nho, bi
tudt mai chéo va dong nuwdc cubn anh ta ra xa trong khi anh ta van dang hat vang
1én. Khi tin tifc truyén vé Celtic Park, Jock Stein dwgc thong bao rang Jinky da
dugc nhan vién citu ho bai bién citu thoat tr mét chiéc thuyén chéo & tan ving
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bién Firth of Clyde. Jock néi dua, “L.é nao han khong bi chét dudi? Chung toi da
lam gidy chitng tir cho han, chiing t6i da cham s6c Agnes, va t6i van con téc trén
dau ma.”

Jock rat vui nhon. Trong thoi gian ciing nhau lam viéc & doi tuyén Scotland,
chiing t6i tirng danh bai doi Anh 1-0 ngay tai san Wembley vao thang Nam 1985.
Sau do ca doi bay dén Reykjavik dé doi dau véi Iceland trong tam trang thodi mai
va kha hai long véi chinh minh. BDém d6 ban huan luyén dy mot bita tiéc day tom,
ca hoi va tri'ng ca mudi. Jock khong uong ruwgu bao gio, nhwng t6i moi 6ng mot
ly vang trang dé an mung chién thang cua ching t6i trvdc doi Anh.

Trong tran dau véi Iceland, ching t6i phai vat va méi thang 1-0 - mot man
trinh dién that tham hai. Va sau d6 Jock Map quay sang t6i va ndi, “Thay chwa?
Do anh va mén vang trang cua anh do.”

Mac du da c6 tit ca nhitng kinh nghiém nay, t6i van cam thdy minh c6 cach
riéng trong nhitng nam dau & Manchester United. Ngay ca viéc t6i dé dang noi
nong ciing c6 1gi, bdi khi d6 t6i dé 16 tinh cach cia minh ngay. Ryan Giggs cling
nong nay, nhung cham hon. Tinh dé cau cta t6i la mét cong cu hitu ich, vi toi
ngay lap tirc thé hién dwgc quan diém cta minh. Tinh cach dé da giup t6i khang
dinh quyén lyc ctia minh, n6 néi vGi cac cau tha va nhan vién rang t6i khong phai
la nguwoi lam viéc tao lao.

Luon c6 nhitng ngudi mudn doi dau hay thach thirc ban. Khi bat dau nghé
huan luyén, tham chi ngay trong thoi gian dau tién tai East Stirling, t6i da c6 mot
cudc doi dau quan trong vGi trung phong cia doi, anh nay chinh la con ré cta
Bob Shaw, mét trong nhitng giam doc cua CLB.

Chuyén xdy ra nhu sau: cau tht Jim Meakin, bao vdi t6i rang cd gia dinh
anh ta sé di nghi vao mét dip cudi tuan trong thang Chin. D6 1a mot truyén thong.

“Y anh 1a sa0?” Tdi noi.

“Thi 6ng biét roi day, toi sé khong chaoi vao mot ngay thi Bay t6i day,” Jim

7.

noi.

“OK, nghe day anh ban,” t6i néi. “Anh c6 thé khong choi vao thit Bay, roi
sau do cling chang can quay vé doi nita.”

Thé 1a anh ta danh ra san thi dau, va ngay sau d6 phong xe xuéng Blackpool
tu hop véi gia dinh.

Vao thit Hai t6i nhan dwgc mét cudc goi dién thoai, “Sép a, toi bi hw xe.” 0]
Carlisle, t6i nghi l1a anh ta & d6. Chac anh ta cho t6i la thang ngoc. Nhanh nhw
chép, t6i ndi, “To6i khong nghe 16, cho toi so dién thoai ctia anh, toi sé goi lai.”
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Anh ta im lang.

“Pirng quay vé doi nita,” ti ndi.

Thé roi ong giam doc Bob Shaw rat khong hai long vé t6i. Biéu nay tiép
dién sudt tudn ndy sang tuan khac. Ong chu tich néi, “Alex a, 1am on di, dirng dé
Bob Shaw lam phién t6i nita, cho Jim quay vé ddi di.”

Tbi noi, “Khéng dugc, thia 6ng Willie, anh ta xong phim roi. Ong thit n6i
xem, lam sao t0i c6 thé lam viéc v&i nhitng ga quyét dinh khi nao ho sé di nghi?”

“T6i hiéu van dé anh ndi, nhwng cam ba tuan la khong da hay sao?” 6ng hai.

Vao tuan ké tiép, ong theo t6i vao tan nha vé sinh & Forfar, ditng bén canh
toi rén ri, “Lam on ma, Alex, liéu con chit thong cdm nao trong nguwoi anh
khong?”

Sau khi im lang mét lic, t6i néi, “Théi dwgc roi.”

Va o6ng ta hon t6i. “Ong 1am céi gi vay, ldo gia quai quy ngd ngan,” toi noi.
“Ong dang hon t6i trong mot nha vé sinh cong cong day!”

Vao thang 10-1974, trong giai doan hoc nghé ké tiép, toi dén huan luyén cho
St Mirren. Ngay dau tién, t6i dugc chup mot tdim hinh dé dang 1én td bao Paisley
Express. Khi xem t& bdo, trong hinh t6i nhin thay tay doi truéng dwa hai ngén tay
lam dau chit V sau lung t6i. Ngay thit Hai k€ ti€p, toi goi anh ta vao va ndi, “Anh
dwgc phép chuyén nhuwgng tir do néu mudn. Khong cé cho cho anh ¢ day. Anh sé
khong dugc ra san.”

“Tai sao vay?” Anh ta hoi.

“Ngay ngay dau, lam dau hiéu ch* V phia sau huan luyén vién khi chup
hinh ching t6 anh khong phai 1a mét cau tha giau kinh nghiém, hodc 1a mot
ngwoi tredng thanh. T6i can mot nguwdi thyce sy triedng thanh trong vai tro doi
treong. Pay chi 1a tro khi caa bon nhoc con di hoc. Anh ban phai di.”

Ban phai ghi dau an cia minh. Nhw Jock Map néi véi t6i vé nhitng cau thu:
Khéng bao gio dwge dem long yéu ho, vi ho sé cam sirng anh.

Tai Aberdeen t6i da phai d6i pho véi tat ca cac loai vi pham. T6i bat gap rat
nhiéu. Va sau do6 ban chét cudi véi phan tng cta bon ho.

“Toi w!?” Ho sé noi, véi vé mat biéu 10 ton thwong sau sac. “Pung roi, chinh
la anh.”

“Q, toi da dén thim mdt nguwdi ban.”

“O phai vay khong? Nhitng ba gid? Va két cyc la say bi ti?”
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Mark McGhee va Joe Harper thit thach toi rat nhiéu. Twong ty la Frank
McGarvey & St Mirren. Mot ngay Chu nhat nam 1977, 15.000 fan ham mé da
theo chuing t6i dén tran tranh ctp tai Fir Park nhung dé thua 1-2. B6i Motherwell
da ha guc chung t6i, con ca nhan toi thi da phai lam twong trinh véi SFA vi cho
rang trong tai da khong du ciéng ran.

T6i Chu nhat do, dién thoai nha t6i reo. Ban t6i, John Donachie, néi qua
dién thoai, “T6i khong muon ké cho nghe truedc tran dau vi toi biét anh sé noi tran
16i dinh, nhwng t6i thdy McGarvey trong quan rugu, say bi ti vao téi thir Sau.”
To6i goi dién dén nha anh ta. Me anh ta nghe mdy. “Frank c6 nha khong a?”

“Khong c6,” ba néi. “N6 xudng pho roi. Toi giup gi duge cho 6ng khong?”

“Ba vui long noéi anh ay goi dién cho t6i khi vé dén nha. T6i sé thitc cho. To6i
sé khong ngu cho dén khi n6i chuyén dugc véi anh dy.” Lic 11g45 t6i, dién thoai
reo. Mot tiéng Pip vang lén, vi vay toi biét do6 la loai dién thoai tra tién cong
cong. “Toi dang ¢ nha,” Frank noéi. “Nhung t6i lai nghe c6 tiéng pip!”, t6i noi.

“Vang, ching t6i c6 lap dién thoai tra tién,” Frank ndi. C6 thé ding that la
vay, nhung t6i khong sao tin noi la anh ta dang dién thoai tt* nha minh.

“Anh da ¢ dau vao dém thit Sau?”

“T6i khong thé nhé nbi.”

“Dugc roi, toi sé cho anh biét. Anh da & quan bar Waterloo, ding la cho dé.
Anh bi treo gio su6t doi. Pirng quay vé nita. Anh bi dudi khoi doi tuyén U21
Scotland. T6i rat anh ra khoéi doi tuyén. Anh sé khong bao gio dugc da trai bong
nao khac sudt doi.” Va toi cup dién thoai.

Sang hom sau, me anh ta goi cho t6i, “Frank con tdi khéng uéng rugu. Ong
da nhin nham ngwdi.” Toi tra 10i ba, “Toi khong nghi vay. Toi biét moi ba me déu
yéu mén va nghi tot vé con trai ho, nhwng xin ba vé nha hoéi lai anh ta.”

Trong ba tuan sau do toi da treo gio anh ta hoan toan, va tat ca cac cau tha
déu thi tham vé chuyén nay.

Séap dién ra tran quyét dinh vdi Clydebank va t6i da bao vdi trg ly, Davie
Provan Map, “T0i can anh ta quay lai choi tran nay.” M6t tuan tredc tran cau sinh
t& nay, cau lac b0 mad tiéc @ toa thi chinh & Paisley. T6i buéc vao bira tiéc véi
Cathy, va dot nhién Frank nhdy x0 ra tir phia sau mét cai cot, van nai, “Huan
luyén vién, xin éng cho t6i mot co hoi.” Oi, ding 1a mén qua tir trén troi roi
xuong: t6i dang dau dau nghi xem lam sao dwa anh ta tr¢ lai doi bong ma khong
bi mat mat thi anh ta lai xuat hién ngay triéc mat t6i! T6i ben bao Cathy di trwdc,
con to6i van giit giong lanh dam hét mitc vdi Frank, “T6i da bao roi, cau bi loai
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vinh vién.” Pitng bén canh theo doi cudc néi chuyén, Tony Fitzpatrick budc t6i
va noi, “Thwa Sép, cho anh ta mot co hoi khac di, t6i chac chan rang anh ta sé cuw
xUt phai phép.”

“Sang mai dén noi chuyén vai t6i,” t6i noéi. “Gig khong phai la lic thich
hop.” T6i cung Cathy buwéc vao sanh, dac thang. Thé roi trong tran dau véi
Clydebank sau d6, chiing t6i thang 3-1 va Frank ghi hai ban!

V6i nhitng ngwoi tré, ban phai c6 gang truyén dat cho ho y thitc trach nhiém.
Néu ho y thitc nhiéu hon vé diéu nay bén canh nang lwgng va tai nang cua ho, ho
sé c6 dugc phan thuwdng la mot sw nghiép rat thanh cong.

Mot tai sdn quy cua toi khi bat dau nghiép huan luyén la viéc t6i c6 thé dwa
ra quyét dinh. T6i chwa bao gio lo vé diéu do, ngay ca khi con la mot cau hoc
sinh ty y tham gia viéc chon doi hinh. Tham chi t6i da huédng dan cac dong doi,
“Cau choi ¢ day, con cau kia choi ¢ dang nay...” t6i thuwong bao véi ho thé. Willie
Cunningham, mot trong nhitng huin luyén vién dau tién cta tdi, thuwong bao,
“Cau phién phitc qua di thoi.” Dap lai, t6i ban chién thut véi 6ng ta va héi, “Ong
c6 chac hiéu ro minh dang lam gi khéng?”

“Ké gay phién todi, chinh la cau do,” ong tra 10i.

Céc cau thu khac sé ngbi do nghe t6i xen vao va cho rang toi sap bi giét vi
khong vang 10i. Nhung téat ca chi la vi t6i ltic nao cling c6 thé dwa ra quyét dinh.
To6i khong biét né dén tir dau, nhwng t6i biét rang tr lic nhoé t6i da 1a mot nguoi
t0 chitc, mot nguwdi hwdng dan, nguwoi chon doi hinh. Cha t6i la mét ngudi lao
dong binh thwong, rat thong minh, nhung khéng phai 1a mot nha lanh dao theo
bat ky phong cach nao, vi vay t6i khong hé bi anh huwéng gi tir cha me trong linh
vuc nay.

Mat khac, t6i hiéu rdo mot phan nita cia ban than minh, do6 la sw co doc,
khong giao tiép. Khi 15 tudi va choi cho déi bong hoc sinh Glasgow, t6i trg vé
nha sau khi ghi ban vao lwgi doi Edinburgh - hom dé 1a ngay trong dai nhat cta
cudc doi t6i - va nghe cha t6i bado c6 mot cau lac bo 16n mudn néi chuyén véi toi.
Phan tng cua to6i lam ca hai ngac nhién, “Con chi mu6n ra ngoai chgi. Con muén
di xem phim.”

“C6 chuyén gi v6i con vay?”, Ong néi.

Nhwng thure ra khong cé gi véi toi cd, chi la ty t6i mudn tach biét. To6i khong
biét tai sao, cho dén tan bay gio t6i van khong biét 1y do vi sao toi da lam thé. T6i
phédi & mot minh. Cha t6i da rat tw hao va vui mirng con me dang nhdy mua va
néi, “That 1 tuyét voi, con trai a.” Ong ba to6i thi quay cudng. Ghi ban vao luéi
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doi bong hoc sinh Edinburgh la chuyén 16n lao. Tuy nhién, ngay vao lic do toi da
phai tron vao khodng trdi riéng bé teo cia minh, ban c6 biét khong?

Twr d6 dén nay la mot khodng cach ménh moéng. Khi téi bat dau tai
Manchester United vao nam 1986, Willie McFaul 1a hudn luyén vién cta
Newcastle United. Manchester City c6 Jimmy Frizzell, con George Graham huan
luyén tai Arsenal. T6i quy George: mgt con nguwdi tot, mot ngwoi ban tuyét voi.
Khi t6i gap van dé vdi Martin Edwards trong ban hgp dong cua t6i, Sir Roland
Smith dang la cha tich Cau lac bo. Déi lic, Cau lac bd c6 thé gay rac r6i. Ban sé
phai cho dgi cac van dé dugc giai quyét. Mot ngay no Sir Roland goi y rang
Martin, Maurice Watkins, luat su cia cau lac b, va toi nén di qua dé ddo Man dé
ban thdo vé hop dong mdéi cda téi. George hién c6 mitc lwong gip doi toi tai
Arsenal.

“T6i sé dua cho anh ban hgp dong ctia to6i, néu anh mudn,” George noi.
“Anh c6 chac la khong phién chi¥?” T6i hoi.

Vay la t6i qua ddo Man, cam theo ban hgp dong ctia cia George. Martin la
mot chu tich t6t v6i toi. Ong ta 1a ngudi c6 ca tinh rat manh mé, chi c6 diéu ong
lu6n nghi moi penny CLB chi ra la tién ctia chinh ban than 6ng. Do d6, Martin
chi trd cho ban nhitng gi 6ng ta mudn. Khong chi riéng véi toi - tit cA moi ngudi
déu vay.

Khi t6i dwa cho 6ng hgp dong ctia George, 6ng khong tin diéu do. “Vay dién
cho David Dein di,” t6i dé nghi. Martin lam nhw vay, nhung David Dein (Chu
tich Arsenal) phu nhan rang George duwgc thanh toan so tién trén hgp dong. Qua
la mot tro hé, vi chinh George da dwa to6i ban hgp dong ctia anh ta do David Dein
ky. Néu khong phai vi Maurice va Roland Smith thi t6i c6 1& da bé viéc ngay vao
ngay dé. Du sao thi t6i ciing da rat gan véi chuyén bé viéc.

Bai hoc dao ditrc ¢ day, cling nhw trong ca 39 nam chién dau cua t6i, la ban
phai dirng 1én vi chinh ban than minh. Khong c6 cach nao khac.
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ba

CHUA THE VE HUU!

Chuyén xdy ra vao dém Giang sinh nam 2001, khi ay t6i dang coi TV trén
sofa va ngu thiép di. Mot cudc noi day dang chuan bi nd ra tai nha bép. Can
phong hop truyén thong nay ctia ching t6i la noi dién ra cudc tranh ludn sé lam
thay doi cudc doi ctia moi thanh vién trong gia dinh. Nguoi ditng dau cudc noi
day tién dén va danh thirc t6i. T6i c6 thé nhan ra ba dang ngudi quen thudc & cira
nha bép: cac con t6i déu dang ditng d6 vGi mot si doan két cao do.

“Em va cac con vira ban bac xong,” Cathy néi. “Moi nguoi da quyét dinh,
anh sé khong nghi huwu.” T6i chwa voi phan doi vi thuc sy day la van dé t6i can
phai xem xét rat can than. “Thi nhat, sitc khde cia anh van t6t. Thit hai, em chwa
can anh & nha. Va thit ba, anh van con qua tré.” Cathy khéi dau budi néi chuyén
nhu thé. Cac con t6i thi ditng ngay sau lung c6 dy. Ho that sw 1a mot khoi thong
nhat. “Ba that ngdc nghéch,” mdy dia tré noéi véi toi. “Pung lam thé, Ba con c6
thé cong hién rat nhiéu, Ba c6 thé xay dung ca mot déi bong méi & Manchester
United.” Nhitng diéu nay da thuyét phuc t6i phai dong y véi ho. Cudi cung t6i da
ti€p tuc sy nghiép cam quan thém 11 nam nira!

Lic dau, mot trong nhitng li do khién t6i mudn nghi hwu la do 16i binh luan
ctia Martin Edwards* sau tran chung két Champions League tai Barcelona nam
1999. Sau khi dugc hoi rang liéu toi sé c6 vai tro gi khong sau khi théi lam huan
luyén vién, 6ng &y da tra 101, “A, chiing t6i khong muén c6 thém mét trudng hop
twong tw Matt Busby* nita!”. T6i khong thich cau tra 10i d6. Khong thé so sanh
hai thoi ky ndy duge. O thoi cua t6i, ban phai 1am viéc véi tat ca nhitng yéu to
phttc tap phat sinh tit doi ngli nhan vién ctia ban, tir cac hgp dong chuyén nhuwgng
va tir gigi truyén thong. Khong mot ai muon dinh vao mé rac r6i dé sau khi két
thic cong viéc huan luyén ctia minh. T6i tham chi con khong hé mudn dé tam tdi
cac tran dau hodc sy phitc tap cua thi tredng chuyén nhugng.
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Ngoai diéu d6 ra thi con gi khac khién t6i lan dau c6 y dinh nghi hvu? Cai
dém ki diéu ¢ Barcelona khi t6i dat dén dinh cao sy nghiép luon c6 mét y nghia
ddc biét. Truwdc do, doi bong cua toi luon bi loai s6m ¢ Cup chau Au va t6i luon
phai theo du6i thit hao quang dinh cao d6. Mot khi ban dat dwgc hoai bao ctia ban
than, ban sé tv hoi khi nao ban sé dat duwoc diéu do lan nira. Khi Martin Edwards
binh ludn nhw vay vé viéc khong mudn cé thém mot tredng hgp nhw Matt Busby,
v nghi dau tién cua toi lic d6 1a “v6 nghia”. Y nghi thit hai ap tdi 13, “Sau muoi
tudi la thoi diém thich hgp dé nghi hwu.”

Vay la da c6 3 y nghi len 16i vao tam tri t6i: sy that vong khi nghe Martin dé
cap dén treong hgp cua Matt Busby, y nghi vé viéc liéu khi nao t6i sé gianh dwgc
Ctip chau Au lan thit hai, va con s6 60 day &m anh. T6i di 1a mot hudn luyén vién
tlr nam 32 tudi.

Khi séng duge dén 60 tudi, cudc doi cua ban sé c6 nhitng thay doi sau sac.
Ban sé& nghi ring minh dang budc vao mot thé gigi khac. O tudi 50, mot thoi
diém quan trong sé dén. Mot nira thé ky. Nhung ban khong an twgng vé con s6 50
dé. O tudi 60, ban méi thét 1én ring, “Chda oi, téi c6 thé cam thay diéu do: toi da
60 tudi.” Ban sé phai trdi qua né. Ban nhan ra d6 la mét sy thay doi vé khai niém,
vé con sO. Hién gio t6i khong cam thdy nhw thé vé tudi tdc ctia minh, nhung khi
toi budc vao tudi 60 thi qua that con s6 dé la mot rao can tam ly trong tam tri toi.
N6 khién t6i khong thé cam nhan dwgc sy tré trung twoi mdéi. N6 thay doi cam
gidc clia t6i vé sitc khoe cia ban than. Viéc gianh dugc clip chau Au khién t6i
cam thady minh da hoan thanh duwgc tat ca nhitng gidc mo cta ban than va tai thoi
diém do t6i da co6 thé nghi ngoi mot cach man nguyén. D6 thure sy 1a chat xtc tac
trong suy nghi vé viéc nghi hru caa t6i. Nhung khi nghe Martin cho rang t6i sé
thanh m6t bong ma phién phitc bén canh huan luyén vién méi, t6i tw lam bam
rang, “That la nuc cuoi.”

Puwong nhién, d6 la dong luc dé t6i hoan toan tr bé y dinh nghi hvu. Nhung
toi van phai thdo ludn nhitng van dé thyc té hon véi Cathy va céac con.

“Ba khong nghi ba c6 thé lam khac dugc, ba da néi véi cau lac bo.”

Cathy noi, “T6t thoi, nhung anh khong nghi ho sé né mat va cho phép anh
thay doi quyét dinh ctia minh sao?”

“Co thé ho da danh cai ghé dé cho ai khac,” t6i néi.

“Nhung sau tat ca nhitng gi anh cong hién, khong 1& ho khong dé anh quay
lai?”. Cathy kién nhan néi.
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Ngay hom sau t6i goi cho Maurice Watkins (mdt thanh vién Ban lanh dao
MU - ND). Ong 4y cudi 16n khi tdi n6i vé quyét dinh tré lai ctia minh. Cac nhan
vién tuyén dung sé gap mot (ng vién thay thé vi tri caa toi vao tuan téi. Toi tin
Sven-Goran Eriksson sé la ngwoi d6. B6 la cach nghi cua t6i, nhung Maurice
chwa bao gio thira nhan. Sau nay t6i da héi 6ng ay, “Tai sao lai la Eriksson?”.

“Anh c6 thé ding, hodc cling c6 thé sai,” Maurice tra 1oi.

Truwdc do6 t6i nhd minh da tirng hoi Paul Scholes, “Scholesy, CLB da dé nghi
gi vGi Eriksson?”. Nhung Scholes khong hé 16 diéu gi. Bong théi ti€p theo cta
Maurice la lién lac v&i Roland Smith, Iic d6 dang la cha tich Cong ty TNHH
Manchester United. Khi Roland Smith va t6i n6i chuyén cung nhau, ong noi,
“T6i da ndi vai anh roi. Chang phdi toi da néi do la diéu ngdc nghéch sao? Chiing
ta sé phai ngoi xuong va thao luan thém vé van dé nay.”

Roland 1a mét ngudi gia din va tirng trai. Ong c6 mot cudc sdng giau sang
va hoan hdo, tirng ném trdi tat ca nhitng diéu thu vi trong cudc song va cé thé ké
nhitng cau chuyén tuyét voi nhat ma ban tirng nghe. Roland da ké cho chuing t6i
nghe vé bita an t6i ciia Margaret Thatcher v&i Nit hoang. Nt hoang mu6n trang
tri lai chiéc may bay cia Hoang gia. Khi dy Roland ciing c6 mat & do va thay 2
nguoi ho dang dirng quay lung vao nhau.

“Roland,” Nt hoang goi. “Anh sé n6i v4i nguwoi phu nit nay rang t6i mudn
lam gi trén may bay ctia minh chit.”

“Thwa Nit hoang,” Roland néi. “T6i sé bat tay vao viéc ngay bay gio.”

Do 1a tat ca nhitng gi t6i mudn o6ng ay lam khi ching t6i noi vé viéc thay doi
quyét dinh ctia t6i. T6i can ong ay bat tay vao viéc ngay. Biéu dau tién t6i mudn
khi lam viéc véi Roland 1a t6i can c6 mot ban hgp dong méi. Hgp dong cii cua toi
sé két thiic vao mua hé. Chuing t6i can tién hanh nhanh viéc nay.

Khoanh khac t6i thong bao thoi diém nghi hwu cia minh, to6i nhan ra minh
da sai lam. Nhitng nguwdi khac ciing nghi nhw thé. Bobby Robson luén luoén hu
doa t6i, “Cau dam vé hwu a?”. Bobby la m6t nhan vat vi dai. Mot budi chiéu no
chudng dién thoai nha ching t6i vang 1én. D6 1a Bobby Robson.

“Alex, Bobby day. Cau c6 ban khong?”

“Anh dang & dau vay?” Toi dap.

“T6i dang ¢ Wilmslow.”

“To6i sé tdi ngay,” téi n6i véi ong ay.

“T6i dang ditng ngay trudc ctra nha cau,” 6ng ay tra 1oi.
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Bobby thure su la mot nguwdi dan 6ng ludn twoi tré. Ngay ca & tudi 70 ong ay
van muon trd lai lam viéc tai Newcastle sau khi bi mat viéc tai day vao dau mua
giai 2004-2005. Bobby khong phdi loai ngwdi thich nhan nha, va 6ng khéng chap
nhan sy that rang cong viéc hudn luyén tai Newcastle dot nhién vugt qua kha
nang cua ong. Tinh ngang nganh dé ludn ton tai trong con nguwdi 6ng, dong thoi
cling cho thay 6ng yéu mon thé thao nay nhiéu nhw thé nao.

Khi t6i quyét dinh viéc minh nghi hwu, t6i da nging 1én ké hoach. Va khi t6i
thay doi quyét dinh do, t6i lai bat dau vé ra nhitng budc di mdi cho minh. To6i tw
néi vdi ban than, “Chiing ta can c6 mot déi bong méi.” Nang lwgng lai tran day
trong co thé t6i. Mot lan nira t6i lai cam thay dugc sy thic day cta ban than. Toi
noéi véi cac tuyén trach vién, “Ching ta vao viéc théi.” Ching to6i cam thay hirng
khai trd lai va diéu doé that tuyét.

Khong c6 trd ngai nao vé sitc khde cé thé ngan t6i ti€ép tuc cong viéc cla
minh. Khi lam huédn luyén vién trudng doi khi ban sé tré nén rat dé tén thuwong.
Ban thac mac khong biét gia tri thy'c cia minh l1a nhw thé nao. T6i nhé mot ngwoi
ban cua t6i, Hugh Macllvanne, da lam mot serie phim tai liéu gém 3 tap vé Stein,
Shankly va Busby trén kénh Arena TV. Theo nghién cttu cia Hugh thi nhitng
nguwoi nay qua vi dai so véi cau lac bo cia ho va ho da bi danh gia thap hon so
v(i tam voc cta minh. T6i nhé Jock Lén (Jock Stein - ND) da noi véi toi vé
nhitng giam doc diéu hanh va nhitng 6ng chu cau lac bo nhw thé nay, “Nhg 14y,
Alex, ching ta khac véi ho. Chung ta khong phai la ho. Ho diéu hanh ca cau lac
bd. Chiing ta chi la cong nhan ctia ho.” Jock Lén ludn cam thay nhw vay. D6 la
“chiing ta” va “bon ho”, hoan toan khac nhau, nhw dia chu va ta dién vay.

Cach ma ho doi xtr v6i Jock Stein tai Celtic, ngoai viéc dang khinh bi ra,
that sy rat 16 bich. Ho yéu cau 6ng ay trong coi cac ho boi. Sau khi mang vé cho
Celtic 25 chiéc Cup, ho giao cho 6ng ay viéc trong coi cac ho boi. Con doi véi
Bill Shankly, 6ng ay chang bao gi¢ dwgc maoi vao Ban Diéu hanh tai Liverpool va
két qua 1a 6ng dy dam ra han Liverpool. Tham chi sau d6 6ng dy con di coi ca
nhitng tran dau cia Manchester United, hodc 1a ctia Tranmere Rovers. Ong 4y da
tirng xuat hién tai san tap The Cliff cua ching t6i, cling nhw dén céd san tap cua
Everton!

Cho du ban ttrng c6 sw nghiép tot dén nhw thé nao di chang nita, thi sé c6
nhitng Iic ban thdy ban than dé bi tén thiong va sé gap khé khan bat ¢ Iic nao.
Mac du vay, trong nhitng nam cudi cung lam viéc cung David Gill, méi truong
ma toi lam viéc la hoan hao nhat. Méi quan hé ctia ching t6i rat tot dep. Nhung
mot khi lam hudn luyén vién trwdng, ban sé luén mang trong minh noi sg that bai,

https://thuviensach.vn



dong thoi ban rat hay don doc. Thi thoang ban sé mudn danh déi bat cir thi gi chi
dé khong phai chiu canh c6 doc véi nhitng suy nghi cia minh. Cé nhitng chiéu
khi t6i ¢ trong van phong cuia minh, sé khong ai go cita béi don gidn ho nghi toi
dang ban lam viéc. Cé ltic t6i chi hy vong sé c6 mot tiéng gb nhe vao canh cira do
ma thdi. T6i mudn thdy Mick Phelan hay René Meulensteen budc vao va noi,
“Anh c6 mudn dung mot coc tra khong?”. T6i da phai di tim ai d6 dé no6i chuyén;
buéc vao khong gian ctia ho. Ban can phdi giao tiép. Nhung ho lai nghi rang ban
lu6n ban rén véi nhitng viéc quan trong cua minh va vi vay ho khéng dam lai gan
ban.

Thwong thi tir sang dén khoang 1g chiéu sé co rat nhiéu nguwoi dén gap toi.
Ho la céac cau thu tré cua hoc vién, Ken Ramsden, thw ky, va cac cau tha ciaa doi
mot. Nhu thé that dang hai long, vi diéu dé cé nghia la ho tin twong t6i, thong
thwong la ho tham van t6i vé nhitng viéc gia dinh. T6i luén ludn thoadi mai véi
cac cau thu khi ho tam sy véi t6i, ngay ca khi ho mu6n nghi tdp mot ngay vi mét
moi, hodc néi vé cac diéu khoan trong hgp dong.

Néu mat cau tha xin t6i dwgc nghi tap, chac chan la ¢6 li do chinh dang, béi
ai lai muon bé 16 mot budi tap tai United? T6i ludn luén dong y. T6i lubn tin
twéng ho. B&i néu ban tra 10i véi ho, “Khong - tai sao cau muon nghi tap?”, ho sé
tra 10i, “V1i ba t6i vira qua doi”, sau dé ban sé thuc sy gap rac roi. Néu phat sinh
van dé to6i luén luén mong mudn sé tim ra giai phap cho van dé do.

To6i da lam viéc vGi nhitng ngwoi c6 tinh cach giong t6i nhw diac. Chang han
nhuv Les Kershaw, Jim Ryan va Dave Bushell. T6i mang Les vé lam viéc cho t6i
vao nam 1987. Anh ta la mé6t trong nhitng hgp dong t6t nhat cta t6i tir tredc dén
gi0. Les la nguwdi Bobby Charlton gidi thiéu cho t6i. T6i khong ranh lam vé cudc
song & Anh, nén nhitng 16i khuyén cia Bobby ludn v6 gia doi véi t6i. Les da
tirng lam viéc tai cac hoc vién bong da cua Bobby va tirng 1a tuyén trach vién tai
Crystal Palace. Cau ta cling tung lam viéc cung George Graham va Terry
Venables. Theo cach nhin ctia Bobby thi chac chan Les sé thich lam viéc cho
Manchester United. Vi vay t6i da lién lac véi Les. Cau ay that nang dong va soi
noi. Pdc biét 1a sw say mé, nhiét tinh. Cau dy chang bao gio ngitng néi ca. Toi
Chua nhat nao cau ay ciling goi cho t6i ldc 6g30 dé cap nhat cho téi cac bao céo
tuyén trach. R6i khoang mot tiéng sau, vg t6i Cathy sé lai cho t6i va héi, “Anh
van con nghe dién thoai a?”.

Thoi diém ban ngat 101 Les, cau dy sé tang toc do trinh bay. Pung la mot
nhan vién mau muc. Cau ay da tirng la gido sw hda hoc tai Pai hoc Manchester.
Dave Bushell la ngudi ding dau diéu hanh céac treong néi tiéng Anh danh cho
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hoc sinh dwéi 15 tudi va toi thué cau ay khi Joe Brown vé hwu. Jim Ryan vé lam
tai Manchester tir nam 1991. Mick Phelan tirng 1a cau thu t6i hudn luyén va sau
dé tré thanh mot trg 1y xuat sac cua toi, néu khong ké dén viéc cau ay nghi viéc
vao nam 1995 va trd lai vao nam 2000 véi tw cach la huan luyén vién. Paul
McGuinness thi lam viéc véi toi tir khi t6i gia nhap cau lac bg. Cau ay la con trai
ctia mot cau tha va cling la huan luyén vién trudng tredc day tai United Wilf
McGuiness, va ban than cau ay ciing tirng la mot cau tha. T6i giao cho cau ay
lam huan luyén vién cta hoc vién.

Thwong thi mot huan luyén vién trudng sé c6 mot trg ly dwdi quyén va
nguwoi nay sé luon bén canh ban. Truwong hop cia United c6 hoi khac, vi cac trg ly
cuda toi tai day déu co bé day kinh nghiém va ho lu6n tré thanh muc tiéu san dudi
cda céc cau lac bd khac. Téi da mat ngwoi trg ly Archie Knox vé tay Rangers chi
2 tuan trude khi tran chung két Cup C2 nam 1991 dién ra! Va vi sy vang mat cta
Archie, t6i da phai dung Brian Whitehouse trong chuyén hanh quan dén
Rotterdam va bao dam rang tat ca doi ngii nhan vién sé cong tac tot vGi cau ay.

Sau d6 t6i bat dau tuyén dung vi tri trg ly thit 2. Nobby Stiles noéi, “Sao anh
khong dwa Brian Kidd 1én?” Brian hiéu ro cau lac bd va cau dy da cdi tién mang
lwGi tuyén trach dia phwong, da 16i kéo nhitng ngudi ban ctia cau ay, nhitng thanh
vién United va céac gido vién tai cac treong hoc dia phwong vé lam viéc cho Man
United. D6 la nhitng diéu tot nhat ma Brian da thyc hién. Thanh cong do that sy
16n lao. Vi thé t6i da giao vi tri d6 cho Brian. Cau dy da lam rat t6t, than thién véi
cac cau tht va dwa ra nhitng bai tap hiéu qua. Tham chi cau ta con sang Y dé theo
doi cac doi bong tai Serie A va mang vé rat nhiéu thong tin hitu ich.

Khi cau dy roi Manchester dé vé dau quan cho Blackburn vao nam 1998, t6i
da néi, “T6i hy vong cau biét minh dang lam gi?”. Khi m6t huan luyén vién roi
doi, nguoi ta ludon ludn hai toi, “Anh nght gi?”. Vai truong hgp cua Archie toi da
khong thé thuyét phuc Martin Edwards dwa ra nhitng dé nghi hap dan cho Archie
twong dwong voi nhitng moi chao tv CLB Rangers. V&i Brian, tdi khong cam
thdy cau dy phu hgp lam mot huan luyén vién trudng. V&i Steve McClaren, t6i
chang hé nghi ngo gi vé trinh do hudn luyén ctia cdu ay. T6i chi n6i véi Steve
rang: cau nén chac rang minh chon ding cau lac bo, ding chu tich. D6 l1a diéu t6i
can thiét, luon ludn la nhw vay. Khi d6 West Ham va Southampton la nhitng doi
béng mudn cé sy phuc vu cua Steve.

Khong hiéu tiv dau, Steve nhan dwgc mot cude goi ctia Steve Gibson, chu
tich caa Middlesbrough, va 10i khuyén cua toi khi do la: “Khong cé gi phéi do dw
cd, hdy nhan 16i”. Brian Robson, mac du bi mat viéc tai day, luén luoén dé cao
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Steve Gibson, ndi rang 6ng dy la ngudi tré trung, twoi mdi va luén san long chi
tién. Ho c6 mot khu huén luyén tuyét voi. “D6 la cong viéc cta anh,” téi noéi vGi
Steve.

Biét sap xép, manh mé va luon luén tim kiém nhitng y twéng mdi, Steve
sinh ra dé lam huan luyén vién treéng. Cau ta nhiét tinh, tran day nang lugng va
la mot nguai tot.

Carlos Queiroz, mot trg 1y s6 2 khac cua t6i, la mot nguwoi tai gioi. Rat tai
gidi. Tham chi vuwot troi. Mot nguwoi dan 6ng tai gioi va ky tinh. Khi chiing t6i bat
dau tim kiém nhiéu hon cac cau tha & phia nam ban cau va can c6 mgt huan
luyén vién & ngoai khu virc Bic Au, ngudi ¢ thé néi duge mot hodc hai ngon
nglt khac ngoai tiéng Anh, Andy Roxburgh da gigi thiéu Carlos. Andy da hoan
toan diing. Carlos that sy tuyét voi. Ong dy da tirng huan luyén doi tuyén Nam
Phi, vi vay t6i da moi Quinton Fortune 1én gdp dé tham khdo y kién. “Tuyét voi,”
Quinton néi. “O phuong dién nao, theo cau?”, t6i héi. Quinton dap, “Bat ky
phuong dién nao.” “A,” t6i nghi. “Diéu d6 da da thuyét phuc t6i.”

Khi Carlos dén Anh vao nam 2002 dé néi chuyén véi chiing t6i, t6i mac mot
bd dd thé thao chd 6ng dy. Carlos &n mic khong ché vao dau duge. Ong thé hién
s khéo 1éo ctia minh qua cach &n mic. Ong ciing rat an twong vdi viéc toi de
nghi 6ng dy lam viéc ngay. Carlos gan nhw mdt hudn luyén vién truéng thue thu
tai Manchester vay, chi 1a khong chinh thitc ma théi. Ong nhan lanh trach nhiém
trong du thit viéc, tham chi la ca nhitng viéc 6ng khong nhat thiét phai dinh vao...

“T6i can noi chuyén vGi anh.” Carlos goi cho t6i mot ngay vao nam 2003
khi t6i dang di nghi & mién Nam nw&c Phap. Chuyén gi vay nhi? Ai ding sau 6ng
ay? “To6i chi mudn néi chuyén véi anh théi,” 6ng nhac lai.

Sau do Carlos dap may bay td&i Nice va t6i don taxi tGi San bay Nice, ching
toi tim mot goc khuat dé néi chuyén.

“T6i nhan dwgc 16i mai vé lam viéc tai Real Madrid,” 6ng noi.

“T6i sé noi vai anh hai chuyén. Thit nhat, anh sé khong thé tir chéi. Thit hai,
anh dang roi khoi mot cau lac bo tuyét voi. Anh c6 thé sé khong thé tru dugce hon
mot nam tai Real Madrid. Con & Man United, anh c6 thé lam ca doi ¢ day.”

“Toi biét,” Carlos no6i. “T6i chi cam thdy day la mot thi thach tha vi.”

“Carlos, t6i khong thé bao anh tir ch6i. B&i néu toi lam vay, va mot nam nita
Real Madrid gianh dwgc Cip chau Au, anh sé& bao ring ‘Lé ra toi da & d6’.
Nhung ma t6i chi néi véi anh diéu nay théi, dé la mot cong viéc rat kho khan!”.
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Va chi ba thang sau, Carlos da muodn roi khoi Real Madrid. T6i bdo véi 6ng
ay rang chwa thé lam vay. T6i bay t¢i Tay Ban Nha gdp Carlos va chuing t6i dung
bita tria cing nhau & can hd cta 6ng. Loi nhan nha cta t6i la: anh chwa thé bo
cudc, hdy co6 1én, va vé lai United nam tgi. Mua bong do t6i khong thué trg ly béi
vi toi chac chan Carlos sé quay trd lai. Toi da hgp tac véi Jim Ryan va Mick
Phelan, hai chang trai t6t, nhwng t6i khong mudn ngwoi nao trong bon ho lam trg
ly cho t6i, vi Carlos sé quay trd lai. T6i da phong van Martin Jol, mot tuan tredc
khi Carlos goi cho tdi va bao moi viéc khong thuan lgi & Madrid. Martin da gay
an tugng tot va toi da c6 y dinh danh vi tri trg 1y nay cho 6ng dy, nhwng sau dé
Carlos goi cho t6i, va toi da phdi quay lai gdp Martin va bao, “Co 1é lic nay to6i
phai dé trong vi tri d6.” To6i da khong thé néi vGi ong ay li do tai sao toi lam nhw
vay.

Trg ly hudn luyén vién truedng tai Manchester United la mot vi tri rat quan
trong. D6 la mat vi tri nén tang trong bong da. Khi Carlos roi Manchester lan thit
hai vao nam 2008, 6ng ay dang nhd nha, vi vay toi hiéu rang 6ng ay dang mudn
trd vé Bo Dao Nha. Nhung tat ca nhitng gi 6ng da thé hién that xuat sac, Carlos.
Ong 4y c6 hau hét moi phdm chét dé trg thanh hudn luyén vién truéng tiép theo
cia Manchester United. C6 thé 6ng la mot nguwdi dan ong thién vé cam xtc. Tuy
nhién trong tit ca nhitng ngwoi da lam viéc cung t6i, 6ng la nguwoi giéi nhat,
khong phdi nghi ngd vé diéu dé. La mot ngwdi cuc ky chinh trgc, Queiroz sé
buéc vao phong va néi thang véi ban rang: T6i khong hai long vdi diéu nay, hay
diéu kia...

Ong &y rat hop véi t6i. Ong dy 1a mot con Rotttweiler. Ong dy buéc thing
vao van phong ctia téi va bao ring ching t6i c6 viéc phai hoan thanh. Ong &y
phac hoa moi thi Ién bang. “Pugc roi, OK, Carlos, Yeah.” T6i sé ndi nhu vay,
trong dau thi nghi “Oi, t6i dang ban ma!”. Nhung d6 1a pham chét t6t ban nén ¢,
no6 gitp thic day moi viéc dwgc hoan tat.

Cau truc caa doi bong dang rat manh vao nam ma t6i huy bé ké hoach nghi
hwu cia minh, mac du vao thoi diém doé ching t6i da khong con sy phuc vu cta
Peter Schmeichel va Denis Irwin. By gid ching ta n6i vé mot cau thd, Denis
Irwin. Ching t6i ludn goi cau ay la Denis tdm-diém-trén-mwoi. Rat nhanh nhen
vao khéo léo: dau 6c nhanh nhay. T6i nhé tai mot tran dau vdi Arsenal, khi Denis
dé cho Dennis Becgkamp vuot qua va ghi ban, bao chi bén tuyén bg, “Ching toi
that vong vé Denis.” Khi dé toi da tra 10, “A, cau 4y da choi cho chiing t6i nhiéu
nam va cau dy chwa ti'ng mac sai 1am nao ca. T6i nghi chiing ta c6 thé bo qua cho
cdu ay lan nay.”
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Thtr thach 16n nhat doi véi t6i 1a vi tri tha mon. Ké tir lic Schmeichel roi
cau lac bg dé gia nhap Sporting Lisbon vao nam 1999 - r6i tGi viéc bo 1& Van Der
Sar - t6i danh phai mo mam tht nghiém nhw viéc ném nhitng trai bong lén troi va
hy vong mot trai trong s6 chung sé roi vao ding cho ctia nd. Raimond van der
Gouw la mot thi moén tuyét voi va virng vang, va la mot huan luyén vién trung
thanh va chu dado, nhung cau dy khong phai la liwa chon s6 1. Mark Bosnich theo
quan diém cta t6i la mot thu thanh chuyén nghiép nhat ma ching t6i 1€ ra nén
nhan ra trwdc d6. Massimo Taibi don gian 1a khong thé hién dugc va da tré ve Y,
noi anh ay thanh cong lan nita v&i sy nghiép cia minh. Fabien Barthez la thu
mon cua doi vo dich thé gidi, nhung c6 thé viéc vo cau ta sinh con & Phap khién
cdu ta trd nén sao nhang, mat tap trung, vi di di vé vé qua nhiéu trong thoi gian
dé. Barthez la mét chang trai t6t, rat gidi trong viéc chan cac cu sit, c6 kha nang
ra vao hgp ly. Tuy nhién khi mét thu mon mat tap trung, anh ta sé gap rac roi.

Khi doi bong nghi t6i sé nghi viéc, ho trd nén ué oai. Mot trong nhitng meo
cda toi 1a ludn khién cac cau tht cam thay cang thang, luon gitt cho ho nghi rang
dé la van dé “sinh t&” - cai goi la phwong phap “phéi thang” trong cac tran dau.
T6i da thoi khong nhin trai bong tron quen thudc nita, t6i suy nghi xa x0i vé
twong lai, va ty hoi ai sé thay thé toi. Trong nhitng tinh huéng nhw vay, ban nang
ctia con nguwoi sé thoi thac ban thw gidn va ty nha vaéi ban than, “Minh sé khong &
day vao nam tdi.”

United da qua quen thudc véi sy ton tai cta t6i, nén vao thoi diém to6i muon
nghi hwu cau lac bo khong biét chuyén gi sé xay ra tiép theo. 6 chinh 1a mét sai
lam. T6i nhan thay diéu do trong thoi gian dau cta thang 10-2000. Vao giai doan
dé6 téi chi muoén mua giai mau chong két thic. T6i da khong thé tan hwdng mua
giai nay. Toi ti nguyén rda minh, “Minh that ngu ngoc, tai sao lai dé cap dén
chuyén dé nhi?”. T6i da khong thé hién duwgc ding kha nang ctia minh trén san
c6. Toi bat dau nghi ngo vé twong lai cua ban than minh. Toi sé di dau, t6i sé lam
gi? Toi biét minh sé nhd tinh chat tha vi va day dam mé ctia cong viéc tai United.

Mua giai 2001-2002 la m6t mua gidi bo di doi véi ching toi. Ching toi két
thiic mua giai ¢ vi tri thit 3 trén bang xép hang Premier League va vao dén vong
ban két Cup Cl1, thua Bayer Leverkusen, va da khong c6 bat cit chitc vo dich nao
trong nam t6i thay doi quyét dinh nghi hwu cia minh. Piéu nay xady ra sau mot
chubi 3 danh hiéu vo dich Premier League lién tiép trudc do.

Mua hé nam dé ching t6i da chi rat nhiéu dé mang vé 2 cai tén Ruud van
Nistelrooy va Juan Sebastian Verén. Laurent Blance ciing vé choi tai Old
Trafford sau khi t6i ban Jaap Stam - mot sai lam ma t6i da thira nhan nhiéu lan
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sau do6. Li do mua Blanc, nhu t6i néi vao thoi diém do, la bdi chiing téi can mot
cau thu c6 thé ndi chuyén va té chitc dugc cac cau tha tré. Phan dau cua mua giai
dé rat dang nhd, nhat la truong hgp Roy Keane ném béng vao ngwoi Alan
Shearer (va nhan thé do) trong tran MU thua Newcastle v6i ti s6 3-4 trén san
khach, va tran thang 5-3 ngoai sttc twdng twong khi thi dau véi Spurs vao ngay
29-9-2001. Trong tran dau do, Tottenham da ghi ba ban trtéc nhd cong ctia Dean
Richards, Les Ferdinad va Christian Ziege trwéc khi ching t6i thyc hién mot
trong nhitng cudc 16i ngrge dong ngoan muc nhat.

Ki @c ve tran dau do rat ro rang. Khi toi budc vao phong thay do, véi ba ban
bi dan trudc, cac cau tha dang cang thang cho doi con gian dit tw t6i. Thay vi vay,
t0i ngbi xudng va noi, “Toi sé néi vai cac cau diéu cac cau sé phai lam. Ching ta
sé ghi ban thang dau tién trong hiép hai va thit xem ban thang d6 sé thay doi tran
ddu thé nao. Chung ta sé tan cong ngay va c6 ban thang dau tién trong tran dau
nay.”

Teddy Sheringham la d6i tredng ctia Tottenham va ngay khi hai doi chuan bi
vao san thi dau hiép hai tir hanh lang, t6i thay Teddy dirng lai va néi, “Bay gio
ding dé ho c6 ban thang sém.” T6i luén ludn ghi nhé hinh anh dé. Ching t6i da
ghi ban ngay phtt dau tién ctia hiép hai.

Ban c6 thé thdy lic d6 Spurs da mat tinh than con ching t6i rat huwng phan.
Con dén 44 phut cua hiép dau. Va chung t6i da ghi thém bon ban nita. Ngoai sitc
twong twong. Hon nita, vi thé cua Tottenham trong lang béng da Anh khién chién
thang d6 cang hoanh trang hon, so vdi viéc 16i nguge dong vdi nam ban thang
trudc mot doi tha yéu hon, nhw Wimbledon chang han! Cai cach ching t6i danh
bai mot cau lac b béng da tuyét voi nhu Tottenham mang nhiéu y nghia lich st.
Trong phong thay do cia ching t6i sau do 1a hinh anh cac cau thu lién tuc lic lac
dau, ho con khong dam tin vao nhitng diéu ho vira lam dugc.

L&i canh bao ctia Teddy doi véi doi bong cta cau ay ngay hom dé thé hién
chiing t6i da thanh cong nhu thé nao khi 4t via dugc doi thu bang cach ghi nhitng
ban g& vao ding thoi diém cta tran ddu. Ching t6i lam cho doi thu nghi rang ghi
ban vao luwéi ching t6i dong nghia véi viéc sé nhan lai mot két qua tham khoc
nhat. Hau hét cac cau lac bd khong bao gig c6 thé thodi mai khi dan triede ching
toi. Ho lu6n ludn phai chd doi nhitng ca dam tra.

To6i thwong go vao dong ho cua minh dé de doa doi tha chi khong phai co
vii hoc tro cia minh. Néu ban muon t6i tém tat cho ban biét vi tri huan luyén vién
trwdng & Manchester United la nhu thé nao, t6i sé chi cho ban thdy trong 15 phit
cudi tran. Doi lic né that ky la, vi du nhw khi trai banh bi mac trong lwgi. Thudong
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cac cau thu biét trai banh sé duwgc 1ay ra. Lic d6 cac cau thu biét ho sap c6 mot
ban thang. Diéu d6 khong thuwong hay xady ra nhung ca doi luon tin vao diéu do.
D6 1a mot pham chat t6t phai co.

T6i luén luén mao hiém. Ké hoach cua toi la: khong sg hai cho dén 15 phut
cudi tran, git* binh tinh cho dén khi chi con von ven 15 pht, r6i sau do la liéu
linh va tan hwéng tran dau hét mirc co thé.

Trong mot tran dau Cup vGi Wimbledon, Peter Schmeichel 1én tham gia tan
cong hong tim kiém ban thang va ching t6i dé Denis Irwin & giita san kém mot
tien dao cta doéi phuwong. Schmeichel tham gia tan cong trong hai phut.
Wimbledon chuyén béng 1én cho tién dao to cao ctia ho va Denis nho bé da ti de
phia trwdc tién dao nay va dwa banh tré lai ving cdm dia cia Wimbledon. That
hao hitng. Schmeichel cé thé hinh rat t6t. Cau dy va Barthez luén thi dau dén
cung! Barthez 1a mot cau thu xuat sac, mac du cau ay nghi cau ay gidi hon thuc
té. Trong chuyén du dau tai Thai Lan cau ay lién tuc dé nghi dwgc choi & tuyén
trén, va toi da dong y vao hiép hai. Cac cau thu khac lién tuc chuyén bong ra hai
goc va Barthez da thd khong ra hoi sau nhirng tinh huéng xuéng bién dé. Cau ay
bi kiét strc.

Khoéng c6 doi bong nao téi Old Trafford ddm nghi rang United sé phai bo
cudc. Sé khong dé chiu chut nao khi ho biét rang chuing t6i sé khong bao gio nan
long. Khi dan triegc 1-0, hay 2-1, huan luyén vién cta d6i phwong biét 6ng dy sé
phai d6i mat vdi 15 phit cudi tran thdi gian ma chiing t6i sé dién cuong gianh lai
béng. No6i sg d6 ludn ludn hién hitu. Bang cach tan cong dién cudng va lién tuc
x0ng vao vung cam dia, ching t6i dat ra mot cau héi: Ban c6 chiu noi sirc ép do
khong? Muc tiéu cao nhat cia chiing t6i sau tat ca nhitng no lyc khong mét moi
dé la kiém tra kha nang phong tha cta doi doi phwong. Va ho biét diéu do. Khi
do6 bat ct khuyét diém nho nhat nao cta doi thu cling c6 thé tré thanh tham hoa!
T4t nhién thyce té thi khong phai ltc nao cling vay. Nhwng mot khi diéu dé xay ra,
ban sé cam nhan dwgc niém vui caa ké chién thang cu6i cung. Lu6n luon dang dé
mao hiém. Hiém khi ching t6i bi ghi ban khi ching t6i dang tim kiém ban gg.
Chung t6i thua Liverpool mot Ian khi Luke Chadwick pham 16i va bi dudi khai
san. Moi cau thu déu ¢ trong vung cam dia. Dé phong nguy t6t, cac doi thwong co
nhiéu cau tha quay vé tham gia phong ngy va vi vay khé c6 co hoi cho ho phan
cong.

Sau khi két thic hiép mot tran dau véi Spurs, ching toi nhw bi chon vui.
Nhung giong véi nhitng gi téi néi & cudi mua giadi do: “Khi & trong khing hoang,
tot nhat la ban phai gitt cho moi ngudi dwgc binh tinh”. Chung t6i da ghi nam ban
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dé gianh thang lgi chung cudc, vdi hai ban thang cudi tran thudc vé Verén va
David Beckham. Tuy nhién khodng thoi gian dé ching t6i lai gap van dé véi vi
tri tha mon. Trong thang Mudi, Fabien Barthez pham hai sai 1am 16n. Ching t6i
cling thua 1-2 tai san nha khi gdap Bolton va thua Liverpool 1-3. Tran dau do
Fabien da lao ra dam bong va ciu ay dam hut béng. Trong tran gap Arsenal trén
san khach vao ngay 25-11, thi mon nguwdi Phap cia ching to6i da chuyén bong
thang vao chan Thierry Henry va bi ghi ban. Sau d6 1a tinh huéng bang ra cttu
béng 16i. Lai la Henry: 3-1.

Thang 12-2001 khai dau ciing khong tot hon, khi ching t6i thua Chelsea 0-3
trén san nha, tran thua thit nam sau 14 vong dau. Moi viéc dugc cai thién & thoi
diém nay. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer tao dwgc moi quan hé tot vGi Van Nistelrooy
(Andy Cole chuan bi rgi Old Trafford dé dén choi cho Blackburn vao thang 1-
2002), va chung t6i nhanh chéng 1én dau bang vao dau nam 2002. Trong tran
thang Blackburn 2-1, Van Nistelrooy ghi ban lién tiép mwoi tran, va vao cudi
thang 1-2002 ching t6i ditng dau bang xép hang véi khoang cach bon diém so
voi doi xép dudi.

Sau do vao thang 2-2002, toi thong bao minh sé khong nghi huvu niva.

Khi van dé nghi hvu dugce giai quyét, phong d6 cua ching t6i nhanh chéng
lén cao. Chung t6i thang 13 trong 15 tran. T6i c6 niém tin manh liét rang ching
toi sé hanh quan t6i Glasgow dé thi dau tran chung két Cap C1 nam 2002. T6i
chac chan dén noi t6i da tim thué khach san trong thanh pho dé. To6i da c6 gang
kim hdam y twdng d6 nhung hinh anh t6i dan doi ra thi ddu ¢ san Hampden Park
am anh toi.

Trong hai tran ban két gap Bayer Leverkusen, ching t6i da c6 ba cu stt bi
pha ra ngay trén vach cau moén doéi phwong trong tran lwgt vé tai san ctia Bayer
Leverkusen va bi loai vi luat ban thang san khach véi tong ti so6 3-3. Micheal
Ballack va Oliver Neuville 1a hai cau tha ghi ban tai Old Trafford. Trong d6i hinh
hom do cua Leverkusen con c6 ca chang thanh nién Dimitar Berbatov, ngudi sau
nay tir Tottenham chuyén sang thi dau cho chiing t6i.

Nhung it ra thi t6i van dugc tiép tuc lam viéc. Vao ngay dau nam mdi, ca gia
dinh t6 chitc sinh nhat cho t6i tai khach san Alderley Edge. D6 la lan dau tién sau
mot khodng thaoi gian dai chung t6i mdi dugc ¢ cung nhau. Mark, dira con trai &
London, cling vé day vdi ching toi, cung vGi Darren, Jason va Cathy. Tat ca
nhitng ké tham gia cudc noi day bita Giang sinh 2001 déu c6 mat tai day.
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Khi cac cau tha nghe tin t6i sé tiép tuc cong viéc, toi da san sang cho nhitng
101 ban tan vé van dé nay. To6i sé khong thé tranh khéi viéc bi chi trich, giéu cot
khi thong bao nhw vay.

Ryan Giggs 1a bac thay trong linh vuc ché nhao, dua cot mot ai d6. “Oi
khong, t6i khong thé tin dwgc chuyén nay,” Ryan noéi. “T6i vira ki mot hgp dong
mai.”
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KHOI PAU MOI

Khi mua giai 2002 bat dau, trong toi tran day nguon nang lwgng twoi méi, voi
cam giac giong nhw dang buwéc vao ngay dau tién ctia mot cong viéc hoan toan
m&i vay. Tat ca nhitng hoai nghi do dy dinh vé huwu cua t6i da bi xé6a sach va toi
da san sang lam md&i doi hinh sau mua giai dau tién khong c6 bat ky danh hiéu
nao ké tr nam 1998. Nhitng thay d6i chdn dong nay thuc su kich thich t6i. Toi
biét da c6 co s@ vitng chac dé xay dyng mot doi hinh chién thang mai.

ba ting c6 thoi ky hoang kim, ttr nam 1995 dén nam 2001, khi 4y ching t6i
gianh chitc v6 dich gidi ngoai hang ndm lan trong sdu nam va gianh dwgc chiéc
cdp dau tién trong so hai chiéc ctip Champions League cta t6i. Lic khéi dau giai
doan sau nam dd, ching t6i da dwa 1én d6i mot cac cau thua thudc 16 dao tao cta
cau lac bg. David Beckham, Gary Neville va Paul Scholes dwgc thi dau thwong
xuyén du that bai 1-3 trwdc Aston Villa da khién Alan Hansen néi trén truyén
hinh, “Ban khong thé gianh dwgc bat it diéu gi vGi bon tré con!”

Sau hat-trick danh hiéu tai giai ngoai hang do, ching t6i mac sai lam khi dé
Jaap Stam ra di. T6i nghi 16,5 triéu bang la mot mirc gia t6t dong thdi tin rang
cau thu nay da xuéng phong do sau ca phau thuat gét Achilles. Nhung dé la mot
sai lam cua t6i. Pay la co hoi dé t6i chi ra, chi mot 1an thdi, rang cuén ty truyén
gady tranh cai cia Stam chang cé lién quan gi dén quyét dinh ban Stam cua t6i
(mdc du ding la toi da goi cau ta dén dé giai thich vé cudn sach dé ngay lap tic).
Trong cudn ty truyén, Stam viét rang MU da ty y ti€p xuc riéng vGi cau ta ma
khong c6 sy cho phép cua cau lac b PSV.

“Cau dang nghi gi vay?” to6i héi. Nhung qua that cudn tw truyén dé hoan
toan khong anh hwéng gi dén quyét dinh caa t6i. Khong lau sau d6, mot nguai
moi gidi cho toi biét rang dai dién cia Roma quan tam t&i Stam va dé nghi mtc
gia chuyén nhugng 12 triéu bang. Toi tiv choi 10i dé nghi nay. Tuan sau do, dén
lwot Lazio tiép can. To6i da khong quan tam cho tGi khi mic gia ma ho dé nghi la
16,5 triéu bang. Lic do Jaap da 30 tudi va chung t6i hoi lo ngai vé kha nang phuc
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hoi cta cau ta sau chan thwong goét Achilles. Du gi di nita, d6 cling la mot giai
doan tham hoa. Phai bdo tin nay khi Jaap dang & mot tram d6 xang trén duong
thue 1la dau dén, bai vi toi biét cau ta la mot nguwdi dan Ong t¥ t€, mong muon
choi cho cau lac bo va dugc ngwsi ham mo yéu mén. D6 la mot trong nhitng
khoanh khac dang quén cta t6i. Thyc ra téi da c6 gang néi chuyén vGi Jaap trén
san tap hai ngay trueéc han chét ma khong dugce. Va vao lic t6i néi chuyén dugc
vdi cdu ta qua dién thoai cam tay thi Jaap da trén duong vé nha. Cudc ndi chuyén
gitra chiing t6i vi thé da dién ra @ mét tram xang bén ngoai dwdng cao toc...

T6i biét minh c6 thé cé duwge Laurent Blanc theo dang chuyén nhuwgng tw do.
T6i ludn ngwong mo Laurent Blanc va lé ra phai c6é dugc cau thu nay tir nhiéu
nam treedc. Blanc rat diém tinh va rat gioi chuoi triung béng tr phia sau. T6i nghi
kinh nghiém cua Blanc c6 thé gitip John O’Shea va Wes Brown phat trién. Chinh
nhitng danh gia sai lam kiéu do6 da khién t6i dé Jaap ra di.

Vi tri trung vé ludn la mot phan quan trong trong ké hoach huan luyén cua
toi va Rio Ferdinand la mot thwong vu quan trong trong mua hé nam 2002, thoi
diém ma Ié ra MU phai di dén tran chung két Champions League tai qué nha cta
toi & Glasgow. V&i t6i diéu do sé rat dac biét - dwgc cam quan ngay tai noi minh
sinh ra trong tran chung két v&i Real Madrid, tai noi ma t6i lan dau xem tran
chung két ctip C1 chau Au, tran ddu ma Real dénh bai Eintracht Frankfurt 7-3.
Hom do, t6i ndam trong nhom hoc sinh lam hang rao chao dén (vi vao thoi gian
nay toi dang choi cho Queen’s Park) va dugc vao san bang cong chinh! Nhung
toi da roi san ba phut trwdc khi két thic tran dau dé bat xe buyt vé nha, vi sang
hom sau t6i phai di lam. Thé la t6i da bo 16 budi 1é an mirng sau tran chung két,
mot diéu kha hiém trong bong da vao khoang thaoi gian dé. Real lam cudc diéu
hanh 16n v&i chiéc Cup, nhay mua khap cong vién, thé ma t6i da khong & lai dé
xem. Sang hom sau, mé& bao ra doc, t6i chi con biét nhin hinh trén bao va chua
chat nghi, “Me kiép, minh da bé 16 khong xem bu6i an mirng nay roi.”

San Hampden Park day nghet v&i 128.000 ngwoi. Khi ra vé sau nhitng tran
ddu 16n, chiing t6i phai chay hang dam ra khéi san hwéng tdi tram cudi, va bat xe
buyt ¢ do6. Phai chay 3-4 ddm mdi t6i tram, nhung it nhat chung t6i cling 1én dwgc
xe buyt. Dong nguwdi xép hang tai san sé dai hang dam, ding vay, hang dam! Cac
ong bo sé chdn cac xe tai va ban sé tra cho ho moi ngudi sau pence dé ngoi chat
dong trong thung xe. D6 la mot con duwong khac dé dén va ra khéi san. Tuy vay,
néu MU cua t6i dugc da tran chung két tai Hampden nam 2002 (tran chung két
ma Real Madrid thdang Bayer Leverkusen 2-1), thi viéc dan doi bong ra san hom
do sé la mot ky niém chang thé nao quén...
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Mot khai dau khéac trong ciing nam la viéc Carlos Queiroz gia nhap lam trg
ly cho t0i. Ngoai ra, Arsenal da gianh dugc cu dip vao mua treée va Roy Keane
bi dudi vé nuwdc ngay trede thém World Cup 2002, vi vay c6 rat nhiéu viéc dé toi
ban tam khi bat dau mot hanh trinh khac. Khi Roy bi dudi khoi san sau khi danh
Jason McAteer ctia Sunderland, t6i gti cau thu nay di phau thuat hong, tach cau
ta hoan toan khéi cudc choi trong bon thang. Ngay sau d6 chiing t6i c6 phong do
rat kém, thua Bolton trén san nha va Leeds trén san khach. Chiing t6i chi c6 hai
chién thang trong sau tran dau va chon chan & vi tri thit chin trong bang xép hang.
To6i bén danh mot canh bac nhé: giti mét s6 cau tha di phau thuat, hy vong rang
ho sé trd lai dé tiép sinh khi cho chiing t6i trong ntta sau cua chién dich.

Tuy nhién, vao thang 9-2002, moi ngwoi da khong con than thién véi toi.
Ban chat ctia cong viéc huan luyén la cong ching sé tdn cong ban khi moi viéc
duwong nhw chéch hwéng. Hon nita, t6i chwa bao gio than thién véi bao chi dé
trong mong ho gitp dd. T6i khong bao gid xa giao nhiéu véi ho, khong cung cap
cho ho nhitng cau chuyén hay ghi nhé danh thiép cta ho, ngoai trir véi Bob Cass
cta td Mail on Sunday, dé la treong hgp ngoai 1€ dac biét. Vi vay, ho khong co 1y
do dé quy mén t6i hay ho trg t6i qua thoi ky kho khan. Cac huan luyén vién khac
c6 nhiéu ky nang vun dap cac moi quan hé véi bao chi. Diéu nay cé thé gidip ho
kéo dai thoi gian chit dinh nhung khong phai 1a vo thoi han, bai két qua khi thi
ddu van la cai quyét dinh chiéc may chém van treo d6 hay chém xudng.

Ap lyc truyén théng thuomg & lic moi viée bat dau x4u di. Méi khi roi vao
giai doan toi té t6i thuwong nhin thdy nhitng cau twong ti nhw sau trén bao: “Hét
gio 1oi, Fergie; gio 1a lic 6ng phai ra di.” Mot cau cii rich vé thdi han st dung.
Ban c6 thé cuwdi vao n6, nhung ban khong dwge dé ndé lam minh boi roi kich
dong, vi cuong loan la ban chat cia con tha truyén théng. Trong nhiéu nam qua
da co rat nhiéu bai bdo khen nggi hay ca tung t6i. Ho khong thé khong viét nhw
vay sau tat ca nhitng thanh cong ctia MU. Dé dwgc goi 1a mot thién tai, ban can
phai chap nhan rang c6 khi ban ciing sé bi goi 1a mot ké ngoc!

Matt Busby tirng no6i, “Tai sao phdi doc bao khi doi bong ctia ban dang c6
két qua xau? To6i khong bao gio lam vay.” Nhung vao thoi cta 6ng, bao chi chua
pho bién nhw ngay nay. Matt tirng luén cu@i 1én cac con séng khen ché ma khong
qua ban tdm vé ca hai chuyén nay.

biéu ma ching t6i luén lam, trong lic thanh cong hay khi gap nghich canh,
la dam bdo tinh bdt khd xam pham cta cau lac bg: nhitng bai tap, sy tap trung, va
cac tiéu chuan chiing t6i duy tri khong bao gio bi ha thap. Rot cudc, cac no luc
nhat quan do sé cho két qua tich cyc vao nhitng ngay thit Bdy hang tuan. Bang
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phong cach nay, phong do va két qua kém vd&i mot cau tha MU don gian la khong
thé chap nhéan dwgc d6i véi chinh anh ta. Sy thyc thi ngay ca nhitng cau thu tot
nhat doi khi cling mat tu tin. Eric Cantona ciling da cé nhitng lic ty nghi ngo di
doi vé phong do ban than. Nhung néu van héa xung quanh san tap la ding dan,
cac cau thu biét rang sém mudn ho c6 thé 1y lai phong dg, su ty tin, va trd lai
v6i doi béng cling nhw ¢6 thé trong cay vao y kién chuyén mon ctuia doi ngti nhan
vién.

Cau thua duy nhat ma t6i tirng huan luyén hoan toan khong bi anh hwéng bédi
nhitng sai [am ctia minh chinh la David Beckham. Cau ta c6 thé choi mot tran té
hét c& ma van khong tin rang minh da choi duéi sitc. David sé tir chdi chdp nhan
cac y kién phé binh, ty bdo vé minh dén mitrc khong thé tin dwgc. T6i khong ro
liéu tinh céch d6 duwgc phét trién do nhitng nguwdi xung quanh cau ta hay khong.
Tuy nhién, néi ngan gon thi Bekham sé khong bao gi¢ thira nhan minh c6 mot
tran dau toi té, khong bao gid chap nhan minh da mac sai lam.

Ban phai nguong mé diéu d6. Theo mot cach nao do thi day la mot pham
chat tuyét voi. Khong quan trong la David mac bao nhiéu sai lam (sai lam theo
quan diém cta t6i, chit khong phdi ctia cau ta!), cau ta van luén luén mudn cé
bong. S tw tin ctia Beckham khong bao gio bi anh hwéng. Ngwoc lai, cam giac
mat tu tin dang nay luon ton tai & moi cau tht va nhiéu huan luyén vién. Sy sam
xoi, ché bai tir bén ngoai sé xuyen thing vo boc cua ban, cho du do la tww cong
ching, bao chi hay nguwdi ham mao.

Van rui dén trong thang Mwoi mot, trong tran derby cudi cung tai san Maine
Road: mot chién thang 3-1 cho City, dwgc nhd dén do sai lam cua Gary Neville,
chan chtr ti€p béng va bi Shaun Goater doat bong ghi ban thit hai cho City.

Sau d6 toi phai dat cau hai vé tinh than cta cac cau tha, mot Iya chon ma t6i
rat hiém khi st dung. Phong thay d6 la mot noi khung khiép khi ban thua trén
derby. Trudc tran dau, Keith Pinner, nguwdi ban cii cua t6i va la mot fan ham mo
trung thanh hét muc caa City, néi, “Vi day la trdn derby cudi cung tai san Maine
Road, anh sé dén uéng véi t6i sau tran dau chi?”

Thich thu bdi sy tdo bao cta yéu cau nay, téi ndi, “Dong y thoi, néu chiing
toi thang.”

Sau khi chuing t6i thua 1-3, t6i da nhan dugc dién thoai khi dang 1én xe buyt.
Pinner & dau day.

“Anh dang ¢ dau, khong dén sao?”
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“Cut di,” toi trd 101, hodc dai khéi la vay. “To6i khong bao gid mu6n nhin
thdy anh nita.”

“Qi, anh ban that 1d mot ké thua cudc toi t&!” Pinner cudi phé 1én. Va thé 1a
toi da dén uodng vai anh ta.

Cudi mua gidi d6 Gary Neville nhan xét, “Lic dé la mot thoi khac trong dai
cta chiing ta. T6i da nghi rang cac fan sé tan cong ching ta vao ngay hom dé.”

Do6i khi mat huan luyén vién phai trung thwe véi cac ¢6 dong vién hon la véi
cac cau tha. Ho khong phai la ngu ngdc. Mién la ban khong chi trich ca nhan cau
tha tredc cong chiing, con khién trach ca doi la tot, khong phai la mot van deé 16n.
Toan doi phai san sé trach nhiém vé mot két qua kém khi thi ddu, ca huan luyén
vién, ban hudn luyén va cac cau tha. Khi thé hién ding, viéc chi trich c6 thé dugc
xem la viéc nhan trach nhiém tap thé.

Do bi ap lvc bai két qua xau, ching toi da thay doi cach choi. Doi bong bat
dau chuyén béng 1én trén nhiéu va nhanh hon chit khong tap trung vao ty 1é kiém
soat bong. Vi su hién dién cua Roy Keane, gilt bong khong bao gio la mdt van
de 16n vgi MU. Toi néi v6i ban huan luyén va cac cau thu ngay tir giay phut
Keane chuyén dén cau lac bg, “Anh chang nay sé khong bao gio dé mat béng.”
Kiém soat béong dwgc ton tho tai Man United, nhung chi kiém soat béng ma
khong tdn cong, khong thoc sau vao vong cam dia cta doi tha lai chi la sy lang
phi thoi gian. Ching t6i bat dau thiéu kha nang tan cong thye sy d6. Vi mot cau
tha nhue Van Nistelrooy trén hang tién dao, ching t6i can nhanh chéng cung cap
béng cho anh ta, bao gom viéc chuyén béng nhanh, tat bong tir hai canh, hoac
choc khe qua hang phong ngy. D6 chinh la noi bat budc phai thay déi.

Chung t6i da thit nghiém dwa Diego Forlan 1én da phia trén, tuy nhién ching
toi da choi rat nhiéu tran véi Verdn, Scholes va Keane ¢ hang tién vé. Verén choi
tw do va Scholes xam nhap vong cam dia. Beckham choi canh phai, Giggs canh
trai. Ching to6i c6 nhitng tai nang tuyét voi trong doi hinh dé. Vi khi ghi ban ctia
chung t6i la phia canh phai. Van Nistelrooy khong ngung ghi ban. Beckham
thwong ghi khodng mudi ban mot mua bong; Scholes tham chi con ghi ban nhiéu
hon con s6 do.

Phil Neville cling rat xuat sac & vi tri tién vé trung tam. Mot cau tha trong
mo. Cau ta va Nicky Butt la nhitng dong minh hoan hédo cta t6i. Hai cau thu nay
chi mudn choi cho Man United va chang bao gid muén roi doi. Thoi diém dé
nhitng cau thu dang nay ra di la khi ban thay rang minh dang lam t6n thwong hon
la gitp ho, khi budc phai st dung ho & vi tri cau thu duv bi.
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Nhitng cau thu nay rot cudc bi mac ket giita long trung thanh cyc doan va
noi bu6n vi khong dugc tham gia nhiéu hon trong céac tran dau ctia d6i mot. Diéu
nay that khé khan cho bat ky ngudi nao. Phil dong mdt vai tro rat 16n khi ching
toi can on dinh. Cau ta rat c6 ky luat. Bay la dang cau thu ma ban cé thé noi,
“Phil nay, t6i mudn anh chay lén ngon doi kia, chat cai cay dé roi quay veé day.”

Va cau ta sé ndi, “Vang, thwa Sép, cwa may dé ¢ dau?”

T6i c6 mot vai cau thu nhu thé. Phil sé lam bat c diéu gi cho doi, cau ta chi
nghi vé doi bong. Ngay ca khi chi dugc gop phan rat han ché trong sy van hanh
thanh cong cia doi, Phil van tim ra cach dé hai long vdi diéu d6. Mac du vay,
cudi cung thi chinh Gary (Gary Neville, anh trai cia Phil Neville, ciing 1a cau thu
ctia MU - ND) dén no6i chuyén vdi toi, dé xem téi cam thdy nhu thé nao vé vai tro
ngay cang giam sut cua Phil tai MU.

“T6i khong biét phai lam sao nita, Phil 1a mot chang trai tuyét voi,” toi noi
voi Gary.

“Van dé la ¢ cho do,” Gary ndi. “N6 khong mudn dén néi véi 6ng.” Ban
thay do, Phil thiéu tinh thang than cua Gary...

T6i moi Phil dén nha noi chuyén. Cau ta da dén cung ¢6 vg Julie. Lic dau,
toi khong thay c6 ta trong xe, nhung sau do t6i thay va bao vo toi, “Cathy, em
hdy ra mai Julie vao nha.” Khi Cathy ra t6i noi, Julie bat dau khéc. “Ching toi
khong muon roi khoi Man United,” c6 noéi. “Ching t6i thich dugce & lai cau lac
bd.” Cathy mang cho c6 mét tach tra, nhwng co6 khong vao nha. To6i nghi rang co
lo minh lam héng cudc néi chuyén va lam chong boi roi.

Quan diém cua t6i vé Phil la: néu ci¥ sit dung cau ta nhw hién tai, trong vai
tro cau thu duy bi, thi tic la t6i dang lam hai hon 1a 1gi cho Phil. Phil hiéu ra va
dong y rang minh can phai ra di. T6i dé cau ta ty tim cach néi véi vo minh ra sao.

Khi ho da ra vé, Cathy néi, “Anh sé khong dé Phil di, ding khong nao? Anh
khong dugc dé nhitng ngwdi nhw thé roi khoi MU.”

“Cathy,” t6i néi. “Vi diéu do6 t6t cho chinh cau ta, em hiéu khong? Chuyén
nay lam anh dau kho con nhiéu hon Phil nita kia!”

To6i dé cdu ta ra di véi gia ré, chi 3,6 triéu bang. Thyc ra Phil Neville dang
gia gdp doi thé, vi cau ta c6 thé choi & nam vi tri khac nhau - hau vé canh trai,
canh phai hodc nhitng vi tri & hang tién vé. Phil tham chi con choi trung vé cho
Everton, khi Phil Jagielka va Joseph Yobo bi thuong.

Dé cho Nicky Butt ra di la n6i dau twong tit, mac du Nicky khong gdp van
dé khi tyw bado vé minh. Nicky la mot ga kha xac xuwgce, mot cau bé ving Gorton,
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mot chang trai tuyét voi. Cau ta sé di vao gap HLV va néi thang, “Tai sao t6i
khong dugc choi?”

Nicky la vay d6. T6i thich nhw thé, va t6i sé néi, “Nicky, cau khong ra san vi
toi nghi rang Scholes va Keane choi tot hon cau.” Doi khi, trén san khach, t6i duwa
Nicky ra san va da & ngay phia treéc Scholesy. Vi du nhu tai trdan ban két
Champions League v6i Juventus, t6i da dé Butt ra san thay vi Scholes. Scholes va
Keane déu da dinh hai thé vang va t6i khong thé khong lo lang nguy co céa hai
vang mat trong tran chung két do bi treo gio. Nhuwng rot cudc thi chuyén dé van
xdy ra: t6i dwa Scholes vao thay Butt khi Nicky bi chan thwong, roi Paul bi dinh
thé vang. Cudi cung toi ban Nicky cho Bobby Robson ctia Newcastle véi gia 2
trieu bang. Newcastle qua la da mua véi gia hoi!

Troi quang may tanh dan dan vao nam 2002 khi ching t6i thang Newcastle
5-3 vao cudi thang Mwoi mot. Diego Forlan, nguwdi da mat dén 27 tran méi ghi
ban thang dau tién cho chiing t6i - mot qua phat dén trudc Maccabi Haifa - 1a
nhan t6 chinh trong chién thang 2-1 ctia chiing t6i tai Liverpool. Jamie Carragher
danh dau tra bong lai cho Jerzy Dudek va bi Forlan lén xuéng ghi ban. Sau dé
ching t6i danh bai Arsenal 2-0 va Chelsea 2-1, va Forlan lai ghi ban quyét dinh.
Trén san tap vao mua dong nam do, ching t6i rat no lyc tap luyén doi hinh phong
tha.

Vao thang 2-2003 chung t6i thua ¢ vong nam cip FA trudc Arsenal 0-2 trén
san nha. Trong trdn d6 Ryan Giggs da bo 1& mot pha ghi ban vao lwéi trong, sut
béng chan phai vot xa ngang khi d6i phwong khong con ai bao vé manh luwéi. “Ai
cha, Giggsy,” t6i noéi, “cau da ghi ban thang dep nhat lich st Cup FA, va bay gio
cau c6 thém pha bo 16 té nhat.” Trong pha béng lich st do, cau ta c6 qua nhiéu
thoi gian dé chinh bong, tham chi c6 thé di b6 ma dwa bong vao lwéi ciing dugc.

Tran dau do lam t6i noi con thinh nd, hon nita né lam anh hwéng nghiém
trong dén moi quan hé cta t6i véi mot nguwdi khac cta Ita cau tha da doat Cup
FA danh cho cau tha tré vao nam 1992. Chiéc giay t6i da di trong con nong gian
da tinh co bay thang vao chan may ctia David Beckham. Du vét xwdc d6 dugc
dan bang miéng bang cad nhan nhwng “vét thwong” kia van chang thé nao khép
miéng.

Sau khi thua trong tran chung két Carling Cup trudc Liverpool, ching t6i
gap mot doi tha 16n khac vao thoi diém do. Vao cudi sy nghiép huan luyén cua
toi, Leeds United khong con 1a mot moéi de doa véi MU, nhung vao mua xuan
nam 2003 thi ho ding la mét méi nguy co 16n, mac du ching t6i da thang tran do
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v6i ti s6 2-1. T6i sé ndi thém maot chut vé cudc canh tranh cyc ky cang thang véi
Leeds trong thoi ky do.

Khi lan dau dén Manchester, t6i chi biét vé tran derby v6i Manchester City
va cac cudc cham tran véi cac doi tha thudc ving Merseyside ctia United, do la
Everton va Liverpool. T6i khong hé biét vé sy thu dich giita United va Leeds.
Trong mot tran dau ¢ Giai hang Nhat (nay la Premier League - ND), Archie Knox
va t6i dén xem tran Crystal Palace danh bai Leeds. Hiép md&t két qua la 0-0,
nhung trong hiép hai thudc vé Leeds. 20 phuit tréi qua, Leeds bi tit chdi mot qua
penalty va dam dong phét dién 1én. Mot fan hdam mo Leeds bat dau hét vao mat
t6i: “E, thing Manchester khon kiép kia!”

“May chuyén nay la sao, Archie?” t6i hoi.

“Toi khong biét,” Archie tra 10i.

T6i nhin xung quanh tim kiém nguwoi thudc ban t6 chite tran dau. Khu cho
ngoi hang nhat tai Leeds rat nhé, khap xung quanh ban la dam dong nguwoi ham
mo. Ro6i Crystal Palace tan cong va ghi ban. Pam dong thyc si mat binh tinh.
Archie mudn ching t6i roi san, nhwng toi khang khang ngoi lai. Palace lai ghi
ban, va dé la lic anh ban méi quen noi trén dung mot chiéc ly Bovril danh vao
lvng t6i. Sv lang nhuc nay that dang kinh ngac. “Théi chuon di!”, t6i néi véi
Archie.

Ngay hom sau t6i noi chuyén v&i nguoi phu trach trang phuc caa cau lac bo
vao thoi diém d6, Norman Davies. Ong ta néi, “T6i da néi v6i anh vé Leeds roi
ma. Chi c6 han thu thai!”

“Nhung tir dau chi?”

“Tw nhitng nam sau muoi,” Norman dap.

Leeds tirng c6 mot nguwdi gac cong tén Jack, ong ta sé 1én xe buyt khi ching
toi dén san Elland Road va hét to, “Thay mat giam doc, cau tha va ang ho vién
cta Leeds United, chao mirng dén Elland Road.” Moi lan nhw thé, t6i chi biét nha
tham, “OK, OK, roi sé on thoi.”

MGt s6 ngudi ham mo con cong kénh nhitng dita con trén vai, boc 16 sw thu
dich that khong thé tin n6i. Trong tran ban két League Cup tai Leeds vao nam
1991, ho hoi ép san hiép hai, nhung Lee Sharpe da ghi ban duy nhat cho MU khi
chi con hai phat 1a hét tran. Ban thang nay duong nhw da dugc ghi trong tinh
hudng viét vi ca 5 mét. Khi dy t6i dang ditng ngoai dudng bién con Eric Harrison
ngoi trong khu danh cho ban huan luyén. Rat nhiéu nguwdi nham Eric véi toi. Mot
c6 dong vién cta Leeds chac chan cling nghi thé, vi anh ta giang cho Eric mot cu
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danh. Anh chang d6 nghi rang dang danh to6i, r6i cac fan ctia Leeds cling x6 dén...
That quai quy. Thé nhwng, bat chap nhitng chuyén nhu thé, van c6 diéu gi do
trong bau khong khi thu dich tai Elland Road ma t6i rat thich.

Trong nhitng nam dwdi thoi Peter Ridsdale, khi ma Leeds dang “s6ng trong
mo”, nhu tén ma vi Chu tich néi trén sau nay dat cho giai doan do, to6i da cam
nhan cau lac b6 dé nhw mot 1au dai xay trén cat. Khi t6i nghe vé cach ho tra
lwong, t6i da giong lén hoi chuong bao dong. Khi ching t6i ban Lee Sharpe cho
ho, t6i tin rang ho da tang lwong gap doi cho cau tha nay!

Nhung ho da xdy dung mot doi rat ctt, v6i nhitng con ngwoi nhu Alan
Smith, Harry Kewell, David Batty. Quay lai thoi diém nam 1992, ho da vo dich
gidi ngoai hang v6i mot trong nhitng doi hinh chét lwgng binh thwdng nhat tirng
gianh danh hiéu, nhwng qua la ho da thi dau hét sitc quyét tam. Ngoai ra, Leeds
con c6 sy dan dat tuyét voi caa HLV Howard Wilkinson. Mdt thap ky sau, chiing
toi nghe chuyén vé mot cau thu tré tén Seth Johnson tit Derby gia nhap Leeds.
Cau ta va cac dai dién cua minh ban bac va quyét dinh doi mirc luong tuan la
25.000 bang. Nhung rot cudc dé nghi ctia Leeds lai la... 35.000 bang méot tuan, va
c6 thé 1én dén 40.000-45.000 bang...

Nhiéu cau lac bd da khong rit ra dugc nhitng bai hoc twong ti. Nhitng cam
xtc cua tro choi da gai bay ho.

T6i nhé c6 mot doanh nhan dia phwong ctia Manchester dén gap t6i noi,
“T6i dang nghi dén viéc mua lai Birmingham City, 6ng thdy sao?” T6i n6i, “Néu
ong c6 mot tram triéu bang dé phiéu lwu thi xin maoi.”

“O khéng, khong,” 6ng néi. “Ho chi dang ng muwdi mot triéu bang ma thoi.”

“Nhung 6ng c6 nhin thdy san van dong chwa?” t6i héi lai. “Ong s& can xay
mot san van dong mai, cé 1€ tiéu ton sau muoi triéu, va roi thém bon muai triéu
dé c6 thé duwa doi bong dy thang hang Premier League.”

Ban thay day, nhiéu nguwdi ct c6 gang ap dung cac nguyén tac kinh doanh
thong thwong vao bong da. Nhung bong da khong phaéi la may tién, cling khong
phdi la may phay, ma d6 la mét tap hop cua nhitng con nguoi. Do 1a sy khac biét.

Chuing t6i phai doi mat v6i mot so tran dau quyét dinh truede khi két thic
mua gidi do.

bau tién la tran dau ¢ giai vo dich Anh, MU thang Liverpool 4-0 trén san
nha, véi tinh huéng Sami Hyypia bi dudi khoi san ¢ pht thit 5 vi truy can pha di
béng ctia Van Nistelrooy. Sau do la hai tran dau véi Real Madrid tai Champions
League. Trong tran lwgt di ma MU thua 1-3 tai Madrid, Van Nistelrooy la cau thu
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duy nhét ghi ban cho chiing t6i, trong khi ba ban ctia Real thudc vé Luis Figo va
Raul (hai ban). Trong tran lwgt vé tai Old Trafford, t6i dé Beckham trén bang ghé
dv bi. Pay la m6t tran dau hay cuc ky, va nghe dau sau khi xem tran dau nay
Roman Abramovich - phan khich vi chién thang 4-3 ctia chiing t6i va ti hat-trick
cta tién dao ngwoi Brazil Ronaldo - da quyét dinh tham gia vao gigi bong da qua
viéc mua lai CLB Chelsea!

Tuy bi dan chin diém khi két thiic giai doan mot, nhung chiing t6i chay dua
rat dwgc tdm diém sau tran thang 4-1 tredc Charlton vao thang 5-2003, tran do
Van Nistelrooy 1ap hat-trick nang s6 ban thang trong mua giai cta anh 1én thanh
43 ban. Vao tuan ap chét, Arsenal can danh bai Leeds tai Highbury dé c6 co héi
bat kip ching t6i, nhung Mark Viduka da gitp ching t6i v6i mot ban thang muon
cho kinh dich vung Yorkshire. Bong thdi, trong chién thang 2-1 tai Everton,
David Beckham ghi ban tit mét qua phat truc tiép trong tran dau cudi cung cho
chung to6i. Thé la Manchester United lai la nha v6 dich - lan thi¢ tdm trong 11 mua
giai. Cac cau thu da nhay mua va hat, “Ching ta da lai mang chiéc cup cua minh
vé nha.”

Chung to6i gianh lai dugc chitc vo dich gidi ngoai hang nhwng phéi noi 10i
chia tay v&i Beckham.
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nam

BECKHAM

Ngay tir khi bat dau choi bong, Beckham da cho thay khat khao manh liét
muodn khang dinh ban than va tai nang ctia minh. C4u ay va toi cung gia t* “san
khau 16n” ctia bong da trong cing mot mua he, khi d6 Beckham van la ng6i sao
xuét ching cta béng dd chau Au, vé6i rat nhiéu co hdi vin mé ra trudc mit.
Giong viéc t6i vé hwu tai United, cau dy choi mua bong cudi cung ctia minh tai
Paris St- Germain va gidi nghé hoan toan do y nguyén ctia ban than minh.

Doi khi ban phai 1dy di mé6t thi gi d6 mdi c6 thé khién ai do hiéu duwgc ho
yéu quy no6 nhiéu nhw thé nao. Khi Beckham t6i My choi cho LA Galaxy, toi tin
cau ay da nhan ra rang minh dang ti* bd mot phan trong sw nghiép bong da. Cau
ay da no luc hét sitc dé co thé tra lai thoi ky dinh cao phong do, va thé hién nhiéu
quyét tam hon tai nhitng thoi diém kho khan ctia cac tran dau, khac han véi
nhitng ngay cudi con choi cho chiing t6i.

David khong c6 nhiéu Iwa chon tai thoi diém cau ay chuyén tir Real Madrid
sang choi tai Gidi nha nghé My (MLS) vao ndm 2007. T6i nghi cau dy ciing da dé
mat dén Hollywood va nhitng anh hwdng ctia né lén giai doan tiép theo cia sy
nghiép. Khong hé c6 bat ky li do chuyén mén giai thich cho viéc cau ay sang My.
Beckham da tir bé bong da dinh cao va sy nghiép thi dau quoc té, mac du vao giai
doan d6 cau dy van c6 gang dé co thé trd lai doi tuyén Anh. Diéu dé chitng minh
cho quan diém cua t6i rang da c6 sy that vong 16n trong giai doan sau cua s
nghiép Beckham. R0 rang Beckham da dya vao mot yéu t6 qua méng manh trong
no lurc 1ay lai hinh anh ctia minh nhw trong thai ky dinh cao.

David doi vdi toi nhw mot diva con trai vay, vi t6i da chitng kién cau ay
trwdng thanh cung véi Giggs va Scholes. Thoi diém cau dy gia nhap United vao
thang 7-1991, David chi la mot dia tré song tai London nhw bao dia tré khéc.
Chi sau mot nam cau ay da dwgc xem la mot phan cia thé hé 92, thé hé caa
nhitng Nicky Butt, Gary Neville va Ryan Giggs. Nhitng chang trai nay da doat
Ctip FA danh cho cac cau thu tré nam d6. Beckham da choi tong cong 394 tran
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cho United va ghi dugc 85 ban thang, trong dé phai ké dén ban thang tir gitta san
trong tran dau véi Wimbledon, chinh ban thang nay da lam cho tén tudi cau ay
dugc biét dén trén toan thé gidi.

Khi t6i roi United vao thang 5-2013, Giggs va Scholes van choi cho United
nhung lic dé da tron muwdi nam ké tir khi David roi Manchester va chuyén sang
choi bong ¢ Tay Ban Nha. Vao ngay thtt Tw, 18-6-2003, chung toi thong bao cho
San Giao dich Ching khoan rang Beckham sé gia nhap Real Madrid vé6i gia
chuyén nhwong 1a 24,5 triéu bang Anh. Khi dy David 28 tud6i. Tin titc nay nhanh
chong lan rong ra khap thé gidi. 6 1a mot trong nhitng khoanh khéc khién cau
lac b0 noi tiéng trén toan cau.

T6i thye sw khong cé hiém khich hay thu oan gi d6i véi David. T6i thich cau
ay. Toi nghi cau dy la mot chang trai tuyét voi. Nhung ban khong bao gio dugc
quén minh gidi linh vuc nao.

David la cau tha duy nhat t6i hudn luyén mu6n lam ngwoi noi tiéng. Cau ay
muodn dugc biét dén khong chi trén san c6 ma con ngoai doi nita. Wayne Rooney
da c6 thé bi thay doi nhw vay. Cau ay da dugc chon lam muc tiéu cta gidi truyén
thong ngay tr ldc chap chitng vao nghé, va da nhan dugc hang ta nhitng 10i dé
nghi sé khién ban phai do dy. Thyc sy Rooney kiém duwgce tir nhitng linh v
ngoai bong da nhiéu gap doi so tién ma CLB tra cho cau ta. Giggs ciing & trong
tam ngam cua hg, nhung dé khong phai la nhitng gi cau ay mudn.

Trong mua gidi cudi cung tai United, ching t6i nhan thdy nhiét huyét cta
David khong con cao nhv trede. Cung lic do6 cling xuat hién nhitng tin don cho
rang Real Madrid dang theo dudi chit ky cta cau ay. Van dé chinh ltic nay la cau
ay da khong thé hién dwgc nhiéu nhw nhitng nam trude do.

Xung dot gitta ching t6i no ra tai mot tran dau thudc vong 5 Cuap FA tai Old
Trafford. Sy kién d6 da lam ton khong it gidy muyc ctia bao chi. Trong tran dau do
chuing t6i da thua Arsenal 2-0.

Loi cia David trong tran ddu d6 chinh la viéc cau ay khong chiu vé ho trg
phong thu trong ban thua thi¢ hai ghi b&i Sylvain Wiltord. Cé thé néi trong pha
bong d6 cau ta chi nhw di b ma thoi, va Wiltord da dé dang vugt qua va ghi ban.
Vao cubi tran to6i trach mang Beckham, va nhu thwong 1€ cau dy phan doi nhitng
10i chi trich cta t6i. Cé thé cau dy bat dau nghi rang minh da qua giai doan phai
tich cyc tham gia phong ngw, mdc du chinh nhitng t6 chat nay da giip Beckham
thanh cong.
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David ngoi cach tdi khodang 4 mét, gitta chiing t6i la mét day giay. David da
chwri thé. Toi tién dén cau dy va sut vao mot chiéc giay. Chiéc giay d6 da tring
vao phia trén mat ciia Beckham. Ngay 1ap titc cau dy da ditng day va xo6ng vao toi
nhung lic dé cac cau thu khac da kip thoi ngan lai. “Ngo6i xudng,” toi quat. “Cau
muon noi gi cling dugce, nhung cau da lam ca doi that vong.”

Ngay hom sau toi da goi cho cdu ay dé cung xem lai bang ghi hinh. That té
la cau dy van khong chiu nhan 16i cta minh. Khi ng6i dé nghe t6i néi, David
chang chiu néi gi ca. Khong mét 10i nao ca.

“Cau c6 hiéu ching ta dang ban vé van dé gi khong, c6 hiéu tai sao chiing ta
lai phdi néi vé cau lic nay hay khéng?” T6i hoi cau dy va chang nhan dugc gi
ngoai sy im lang.

Nhitng ngay sau chuyén nay da tran ngap cac mat bao. Vét thwong do chiéc
giay gdy ra rat dé thdy do Beckham c6 thdi quen deo bang cot toc cao 1én. Thoi
gian do la luc t6i ndi véi ban lanh dao vé viéc Beckham phai ra di. Ban lanh dao
hiéu t6i. O Manchester United, khi mdt cau thii nghi rdng cau ta quyén lyc hon
huan luyén vién triedng, dé la lic cdu ta phai ra di. T6i van hay néi thé nay, “Khi
mot hudn luyén vién tredng mat di quyén lyc cia minh, cau lac bo sé két thic.
Cac cau thu sé diéu hanh cau lac bg, va moi thit sé bat dau rac roi.”

David nghi rang cau ay quan trong hon Alex Ferguson. Téi chac chan cau ay
nghi nhv vay. Van dé khong phdi 1a Alex Ferguson hay 6ng thg nuéc Pete nao
do6. Cai tén khong nghia 1y gi ca. Quyén lwc méi la thit quyét dinh moi thit. Ban
khong thé dé bat cit cau tht nao thau tom quyeén luc trong phong thay d6. Nhiéu
nguoi da co thit. Nhung tai Manchester United, quyén lyc tuyét doi nam trong tay
huan luyén vién truedng. Khi c¢6 suy nghi d6, David da ty giéng 1én hoi chudng
bao ttt cho minh.

Sau do6 ching t6i két thiic vong bang Champions League & vi tri dan dau
bang va gdp Real Madrid & vong loai tryc tiép. Trong tran lwgt di tai Tay Ban
Nha, David dudng nhe qua ham hé khi bat tay Roberto Carlos, hau vé tréi cta
Real Madrid. Chuing t6i thua tran nay vdi ti s6 3-1. Thit Bay cudi tuan dé, David
xin nghi thi dau tran ddu v4i Newcastle véi li do sic khée. T6i da dung Solskjaer,
nguwoi da choi xuat sac trong tran thang 6-2 ngay hom do. Solskjaer da tao dugc
an twong tot vai toi.

Phong do cua David lic d6 don gian la khong da dé to6i riat Solskjaer khéi
doi hinh ra quan gap Real & tran lwgt vé tai Old Trafford. Trong thoi gian thyc
hién bai tap tang béng bang dau trudc tran dau do, to6i kéo David ra mot géc va
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néi, “T6i sé cho Ole thi dau ngay tir dau tran, thay vi tri cia cau”. Cau ay noi dién
va bo di.

Khi David vao san thay Verén vao phit 63, cac khan dai rd [én nhitng tiéng
la hét. David hom ay duwong nhw da gwi 10i chia tay tot dep nhat t6i cac c6 dong
vién tai Old Trafford v6i mot ban thang tir pha sut phat tryre tiép va ban thang an
dinh chién thang vao phut 85. Chung t6i thang 4-3, nhung hat-trick tuyét diéu cia
Ronaldo hém d6 cung tran thua 3-1 tai Tdy Ban Nha da hat cang chung t6i khéi
cugc dua gianh ngoi vo dich.

David da tim kiém sy thong cam tir nhitng ngwoi ham mo. Nhung lam vay
c6 nghia la cau ay truc tiép cong kich t6i. Chuyén sang Real Madrid r6 rang dang
dwgc tién hanh nhanh chéng. Tt nhitng thong tin ching t6i cé dugc, dai dién cta
David va Real Madrid da néi chuyén v&i nhau. Bong thai dau tién ching t6i nhan
dwgc tir Real 1a vao khoang gitta thang Nam, sau khi mua giai da két thic. Giam
doc diéu hanh Peter Kenyon, goi cho t6i va thong bao Real da chinh thitc hoi mua
Beckham.

“Tot thoi,” t6i noi. “Do la diéu ma ching ta mong dgi.” Ching t6i muon cai
gia 25 triéu bang. Khi t6i di nghi & Phap, Peter da goi cho t6i. Khi ay, t6i dang an
t6i v&i Jim Sheridan, mot dao dién phim, tai mot nha hang chung toa nha 6ng ay
¢. Luc do6 t6i can néi chuyén riéng.

“Vao nha cua t6i ma noi chuyén,” Jim bdo. Va day la cach moi tht dugc
quyét dinh. “Cau ta sé khong roi Old Trafford cho dén khi chiing ta nhan da 25
triéu bang.” D6 1a con sb t6i ndi vdi Peter. Thye ra sau nay cudi cung chiing t6i
chi nhan dugc khoang 18 triéu bang da bao gom cac khoan phu phi khac.

No6i chung thi David cling khong dot ngot roi khoi doi dwgc. Ching toi
gianh dugc chitc vo dich Premier League sau tran thang Charlton 4-1 tai Old
Trafford ngay 3-5-2003. Cau dy da ghi ban trong tran dau do6 va con ghi ban trong
tran két thic mua giai gap Everton ngay 11-5 vdi thang 1gi 2-1 nghiéng vé ching
toi. MOt cu sut phat thanh ban tir khodng cach 18m la 16i chia tay khong toi. Ngay
hom dé hang hau vé ctia ching t6i bi quan cho toi ta bdi mot cau tha tré nguoi
Anh tén Wayne Rooney. David da déng gop nhiéu vao chitc vo dich ctia chiing
toi nam do, nén chang c6 li do nao loai cau ay ra khéi tran dau tai Goodison Park
ca.

Thoi gian d6 c6 1é cau ay chwa du triedng thanh dé kiém soat moi thit xay ra
trong cudc doi minh. Bay gio moi thi da t6t hon. Cau ay vitng chai hon trong
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cudc song, va kiém soat né tot hon. Nhung hay quay lai khoang thdi gian t6i phat
dién lén nhitng thit hao nhoang anh hwdng dén cudc song ctda cau ay.

Vi du khi dén san tap lic 3 gio chiéu trude khi thi ddu véi Leicester City, toi
thdy c6 mot hang dai phong vién xép hang doc theo duwdng vao san Carrington.
Phai c6 it nhat la 20 tay chup anh & dé.

“Chuyén gi vay,” t6i héi va dugc tra 10i, “Beckham sé trinh dién mdt kiéu
dau méi vao ngay mai.”

Beckham xuat hién véi mot cai ma len. Pén khi an t6i cau ta van doi no.
“David, b6 mii ra, ching ta dang & trong nha hang,” t6i néi. Cau ta tt chadi.
“Pirng t6 ra ngu ngoc nhw vay,” t6i phat cau. “Bé no ra ngay,” nhung rot cuc
Beckham ciing chang chiu b6 cai mii do ra.

T6i da nodi dién 1én. Chang c6 1i do nao li gidi dugc cho hanh dong cia cau
ta. Rat nhiéu cau tha d6i mi 1uwGi trai trén dwong di thi dau, nhwng chang co ai doi
mi sudt ca bita an cung dong doi nhw vay ca.

Ngay hom sau, khi ca doi dang khéi dong cho tran dau t6i van thdy David
doi cai non do6. “David, cau sé khong thi ddu véi cai mi do trén dau. Cau sé
khong thi dau. T6i sé gach tén cau ra khdi doi hinh ngay bay gio.”

Cau ay noi quau va bé mii ra. Pau troc 16c. “D¢ 1a 1oi gidi thich cho tat ca
nhitng chuyén nay sao? Mot céi dau troc chwa ai dugc thay?”. Hoéa ra ké hoach
ctia Beckham la s€ doi cai mii d6 cho dén khi ca hai doi ra san va chi bo n6 ra khi
tran dau chuan bi bat dau. Luc d6 toi bat dau cam thay that vong vé cau ta. Téi co
thé thay cau ay dang bi nuot chirng béi gidi truyén thong va giai tri.

David da dwoc choi béng tai mot trong nhitng cau lac bo tuyét voi nhat. Sw
nghiép cta cau dy cling tuyét voi: ghi tir 12 dén 15 ban thang mo6i mua, choi bong
v6i trai tim day nhiét huyét. Va roi cau ay da danh mat tat ca. David da mat di co
hoi tré thanh mot trong nhitng cau thu hang dau thé gigi. Theo quan diém ctia
minh, t6i cho rang véi nhitng thay doi nhu vay, cau ay sé chang bao gid trd lai
dwgc thoi ky dinh cao ctia minh, thdi ky con 1a mot cau tha hang dau thé gidi.

Cau ay bat dau thay doi khi budc vao tudi 22 hodc 23. Beckham da dwa ra
nhitng quyét dinh khién ban than khé c6 thé tré thanh mét cau tha vi dai. Toi that
su that vong. Khong c6 thu han hay oan trach, chi c6 sy that vong cta to6i danh
cho cau ay. Qué chéan nan. T6i c nhin David va nghi, “Chuyén gi x4y ra véi con
vay, con trai?”

Khi gia nhap Manchester United, cau ay la mét chang trai nhé nhan véi doi
mat rat sang. Cuc ky dam mé béng da, vao tudi 16 cau ay khong bao gio roi
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phong tap va tap luyén lién tuc. Cau ay yéu béng da va hanh phic trong giac mo
ctia minh, gidc mo dwgc choi béng. Sau nay David da tir bo tat ca dé tré thanh
mot con nguwdi mGi, mot nguwdi noi tiéng.

C6 thé tir mot goc nhin nao do, toi that 16 mang khi néi cau ay da c6 nhitng
quyét dinh sai lam, vi thuc té thi gio diy Beckham rat giau c6. Cau ay da tr@
thanh mot hinh twgng. Moi nguoi thay doi theo phong cach cia cau dy. Nhung toi
la ngwdi chi quan tam dén bong da va toi khong nghi t6i viéc tir bo bong da vi bat
ctr thit gi. Ai cling c6 thu vui ctia minh. T6i c¢6 nhitng chi ngwa; Micheal Owen
cling vay; Scholes ciing thé. Mot s6 cau thu lai thich nghé thuat. Trong van phong
cda t6i c6 mot birc tranh rat dé thwong do Kieran Richardson vé. Nhung chang ai
tt* bo bong da vi nhitng tha vui do ca.

Mot nam tredc khi roi doi, David da tham dy vong Chung két World Cup
nam 2002 tai Nhat Ban va Han Quoc. Trude dé nhiéu tuan cau ay da bi v& xuwong
ban chéan trong moét tran dau thudc khuon khé Cup C1 dién ra tai Old Trafford
vao mua xuan nam 2002. Bé la mot cau chuyén dai.

Mac du Wayne Rooney bon nam sau dé cling dinh mot chan thuwong twong
tw, nhung qua trinh trd lai san cé cta hai ngwdi khac han nhau. David thudc dang
ngwoi khoe manh mot cach ty nhién, trong khi Rooney da phai rat vat va tap
luyén sau chan thwong mdi 1ay lai dugce phong do ctia minh. Vi vay khi do t6i
nghi David sé kip hoi phuc dé thi dau tai World Cup va to6i da thang thirng tuyén
b6 nhuw thé.

Khi do6i tuyén Anh téi Nhat, Beckham c6 thé van chwa thé hoi phuc hoan
toan. Mot s6 cau tha cam thay rat kho dé noi sy that nay véi bat c ai, vi do qua
khat khao duwgc choi & World Cup, ho sé luoén khang dinh minh khée manh.
Trong su6t cac vong dau, David khong thuc sy té ra sung man. RS rang noi am
anh vé chan thwong da anh hwdng nhiéu dén cau dy. Dé thay nhat la tinh hudng
cau ay nhay lén dé tranh mdt cu tac bong gan dwong bién va tinh huéng nay da
dan dén ban g& hoa cia Brazil trong tran tit két tai Shizuoka.

To6i rat bat ngo khi thady cau ay buwdc di that nang nhoc, bdi vi cau ay la
nguwoi c6 kha nang hoi phuc rat nhanh. Vay la cau dy da khong thé kip hoi phuc,
ké ca thé chat lan tinh than. Moi nguwoi do 16i cho t6i, cho rang vi t6i la ngudi
Scotland nén khong mudn tuyén Anh gianh thang lgi. Néu hém nay tuyén Anh
gap tuyén Scotland, thi thé cé Chta, t6i khong mudn tuyén Anh thang ti nao ca.
Nhung trong CLB ma t6i huan luyén c6 nhiéu tuyén tha Anh hon bat ky quoc gia
nao khéc, va t6i lu6n muon ho téa sang.

https://thuviensach.vn



Khi ban s& hitu mot cau tha cé nhitng t6 chat nhw Beckham (sau nay t6i da
tim duvgc mot nguoi nhu vay, dé la Wayne Rooney), luon ludon sé c6 nhitng
chuyén gia y té gdy trd ngai cho cong viéc ctia ban. Cac chuyén gia y té ctia doi
tuyén Anh lu6n muon téi san tap. T6i cam thay bi xic pham nhitng lic nhw vay.
Toi ty hoi phadi chang chi vi t6i la nguoi Scotland nén ho to ra khong tin twéng toi
nhu vay.

Trudc World Cup nam 2006, khi Rooney tap trung tré so vdi cac dong doi @
d6i tuyén, toi lién tuc nhan dwgc tin nhan héi tham tinh hinh sic khée ctua
Rooney, ct nhu thé ty chiing t6i khong thé cham séc t6t cau ay vay. Ho toan lo
lang vé van. Ho nhu phat cuong 1én vay. Nhung vao nam 2006 thi t6i da ding
mot tram phan tram: Wayne Rooney khong nén ra san & World Cup nam dé. Cau
ay chua thyre su san sang.

Lé ra ngudi ta khong nén triéu tap Wayne dén Baden-Baden, noi déong quan
cda doi tuyén Anh nam d6. Nhu vay la khong bang, d6i véi cau ay, cac cau thu
khac va cd nhitng nguwdi ham mo. Vi dwoc ky vong qua 16n nhw vay vo tinh
Wayne Rooney da phéi chiu mot ap lwc khong hé nhé. Trong khi véi David thi t6i
tin cau dy sé nhanh chéng hoi phuc béi t6i c6 moi so liéu va ghi chép vé cau ay.
Cau ay la cau thu sung sttc nhat & Old Trafford. Trong cac bai tap bién tdc vao
giai doan trréc mua bong, cau dy ludn la nguoi dan dau. Ching t6i da néi véi doi
tuyén Anh rang chung t6i chac chan David sé kip héi phuc.

C6 thé hiéu dugc ho mong David nhanh héi phuc dén thé nao. Mot 16ng oxy
da dwoc dwa tdi Carrington. Chung toi tirng dat dugc két qua tot tir thiét bi nay
khi diéu tri chan thwong gan kheo cho Roy Keane. Nhung xwong khac véi gan,
v6i chan thwong lién quan dén xwong, cach diéu tri phai bao gom sy nghi ngoi
ctia van dong vién, n6 doi hdi thoi gian: mot ca v& xwong ban chan sé can sau
dén bay tuan dé hoi phuc.

Trong ky World Cup nam 2002, 16i choi ctia Anh khong dé lai nhiéu an
twgng. Khi gap Brazil, ho choi dd hon du dugc thi dau hon ngwoi. Trong tran gap
Thuy Dién ¢ vong bang, ho chaoi bong dai. Thuy Dién da qua ranh béng da Anh
va 16i choi nay khé c6 thé 1am cho nguwdi Thuy Dién bat ngo trong phong tha...

Day la hau qua tat yéu khi trong cac doi bong tré cia Anh cé qua nhiéu doi
lrra chon chién thuat 16i thoi nay. Qua nhiéu d6i choi bong dai. C6 mét dip chiing
toi dé nghi doi ngii tuyén trach vién quan sat Tom Cleverley choi trong tran doi
tuyén U21 Anh gdp tuyén U21 Hy Lap. Cac tuyén trach vién bao cao lai rang
tuyén Anh da choi véi mot tién dao va hai tién vé canh, Cleverley la mot trong
hai tién vé canh do6. Két qua la cau ta da chang thé cé ndi mot cu sit trong sudt
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tran, khi Chris Smalling lién tuc chuyén bong dai 1én tuyén trén! Day la khu vuc
tuyén Anh dé bi bat bai nhat. Do thiéu k§ nang va kha nang huan luyén nén lita
tudi tir 9 dén 16 tudi ctia ho coi nhu vat di.

Vay ngudi Anh bu dap nhitng thiéu sé6t dé thé nao? Cau tra 16i la thé chat va
thai do thi dau, cac cau thua tré thi dau rat tich cic. Nhung nhitng diéu do khong
thé tao ra mot cau thu giéi. Ho chwa bao gio c6 thé gianh chiic vo dich World
Cup v6i hé thong dao tao va tinh than thi ddu d6. Cac cau thu Brazil thi khac.
Brazil tao ra nhitng cau tha cé thé nhan béng & moi tinh huéng, moi géc do. Ho
di chuyén rat nhuan nhuyén. Ho c6 tw duy bong da tét. Pon gian la vi ho da dugc
lam quen vé&i nhitng diéu d6 khi méi 5 dén 6 tudi.

Ngoai viéc no lyc hoan thién chuyén moén bong da cia minh, Beckham con
la mot ngwdi rat gioi tao 1ap cac moi quan hé két noi. Khi cau ay bi loai khoi danh
sach doi tuyén Anh thi ddu tai Olympic mua hé nam 2012, khong phédi FA ma
chinh dai dién cta cau ay thong bao vé viéc nay. Mac du 10i 1€ trén bao c6 vé nha
nhdn nhuwng t6i tin lic a8y Beckham chac titc 16n rudt.

T6i nhé c6 lan Mel Machin hoi t6i: “Giggs va Beckham déu la nhitng cau
tha dang cap thé gidi, va ong da bién ho thanh nhitng tién vé da nang cong thu
toan dién nhat, bi quyét cia ong la gi?” T6i chi c6 thé tra 10i rang ho khong chi
dugc thién phu cho tai nang béng da ma con cé ca nén tang thé Iyc tot dé cé thé
1én cong veé tha nhw vay. Ca hai déu c6 to chat rat dac biét.

David da thay doi vi cau &y muon thay doi. Cau ay da khong con tha thiét
dwgc choi bong nita. That dang tiéc, bdi cau ay da c6 thé ¢ lai Manchester United
cho dén sau khi t6i vé hwu. Cau ay lé ra da co6 thé tréd thanh mot trong nhitng
huyeén thoai tai Manchester United. Thit duy nhat khién Beckham tr& thanh huyén
thoai tai LA Galaxy chi la hinh anh biéu twgng giai tri cia cdu dy ma théi. Sau
nay c6 thé David sé phai hoi tiéc va thira nhan rang cau dy da sai.

Nhung t6i ludn ton trong cau ay. Suw bén bi cia David that dang kinh ngac,
ban c6 thé thay rd diéu nay khi cau ay choi cho Paris St- Germain vao thang 1-
2013. Tai United cau ay ludn la cau tha sung sitc nhat. D6 la diéu giup David c6
thé tiép tuc choi béng & do tudi 37. Nén tang thé lyc dugce trui rén tir thoi nién
thiéu cua cau ay luén dugce duy tri.

Giai Nha nghé My MLS khong phai la mot gidi bong da thiéu nhi (nguyén
van: Giai thi ddu Chuot Mickey). D6 1a mot giai dau day canh tranh. T6i da xem
Beckham thi dau trong tran chung két MLS Cup va cau ay da choi rat tot, ca cong
va thu déu tot. Ngoai ra Bekham ciing c6 thé tw hao vé khoang thoi gian thi dau &
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Milan duwéi dang cho muwon. Tai PSG cau ay da choi tron 60 phut trong tran ti két
Champions League. Khong ndi bat nhung da hoan thanh t6t vai tro cia minh.
Cau ay da choi rat no lyc va c6 vai duong chuyeén tot dau tran.

Toi ty hoi, “Sao cau ay lam vay dugc?”.

Nén tang thé Iyc 1a cdu trd 10i rd rang nhat. David rat biét cach lam nguoi
khac nhac nhién. Cau ay van c6 thé di bong tot va tung ra nhitng dwong chuyén
vuot tuyén tuyét voi - nhitng pham chiat ma David khong bao gio danh mat.
Nhitng phdm chat d6 dudng nhw an sau trong con ngudi thé thao cia cau ay. Co
thé thi dau tai nhitng vong trong cia Champions League & tudi gan 38, sau 5 nam
choi bong tai My, that sy la mot thanh tyu dang nguwdng mo. David da 1ay lai
duwoc hinh anh cta minh vao thoi diém khé khan nhat. Ban chi c6 thé danh cho
cau ay nhitng 16i khen tir nhitng thanh cong do.

Da c6 nguoi hoi liéu toi c6 dem David trd lai Old Trafford sau khi cau ay roi
LA Galaxy khong. Liic d6 David da 37 tudi va t6i khong nghi dé la y twéng hay.
Co6 nhitng 1y do quang cao va truyén thong khi PSG ki hgp dong sau thang vai
Beckham, nhung David phét 16 cau chuyén d6. Theo nhitng gi Beckham nghi thi
cdu ta van con la mot cau thu vi dai ngay ca vao thoi diém d6. Mot hom Giggs,
Scholes va toi da no6i chuyén vGi nhau vé dé tai nay. Nhu t6i da ndi, David la
ngwoi co tai phét 16 nhitng man trinh dién té hai ctia minh. Khi t6i phé binh cau
ta, cau ta sé gian dit bé di, trong dau nghi, “Hudn luyén vién that ngd ngan, hom
nay minh choi qua tét ay chi...”

O LA, c6 1&8 Beckham nghi Hollywood s& 1a diém dén tiép theo ctia cu ay.
Toi nghi khi quyét dinh t6i Los Angeles, Beckham c6 ca muc tiéu va ké hoach
riéng. Ngoai tat ca nhitng diéu do ra, ban sé phai ngudng mo sy kién cwong cta
David. Cau ay da khién t6i va moi nguwoi & Manchester United phai ngac nhién.
Cho du chon cach song nhu thé nao di chang nita, cau ay luon tién vé phia trudc.
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Sau

RIO

An treo gio Rio Ferdinand tdm thang la mé6t ct s6c anh hwéng dén tan cot 16i
cua Manchester United va lam t6i phan no cho dén ngay nay. T6i khong c6 van
de gi vGi cac quy dinh vé kiém tra doping, nhwng to6i phan do6i cach thic thyc
hién qua trinh nay vao ngay Rio budc phai cung cdp mot mau thit cho cudc kiém
tra thwong ky tai san tap cua chung toi.

Vao ngay 23-9-2003, mot doi kiém tra doping ctia UK Sport (Ban kiém tra
doping cda co quan thé thao chinh phu Vwong quéc Anh - ND) dén Carrington dé
lay mau ngau nhién tt bon cau tha cua ching t6i, chon bang cach bat tham céac
tén cau thu trong mot chiéc md. Mot ngay tap luyén binh thwdng nhw moi ngay
rot cudc lai gdy hau qua vo cung tai hai cho Rio, gia dinh cu ta, Manchester
United va doi tuyén Anh. H6m d6 Rio la mot trong nhitng nguwdi duwgc chon kiém
tra, nhung cdu ta da roi Carrington ma khong cung cap mau thit, va dén khi
chiing t6i lién lac duwgc vé6i cau ta thi nhitng ngwdi phu trach kiém tra da ra ve.
Qua hom sau Rio méi thyc hién cudc kiém tra, va ngudi ta néi cau thu nay da vi
pham “trach nhiém nghiém ngat” trong quy dinh vé kiém tra doping va sé bi x&
phat.

Két qua la Rio da bi cdm thi dau tir ngay 20-1 dén 2-9-2004 va bi phat
50.000 bang. Ngoai viéc bo 10 tat ca cac tran dau cia Man United, 1énh cam nay
cling c6 nghia 1a cau ta gan nhw khong con co hoi choi tai giai vo dich chau Au
nam 2004 tai B6 Pao Nha. Viéc FA loai Rio ra khoi doi tuyén Anh trong tran dau
v6i Tho Nhi Ky vao thang 10-2003 gan nhw da gay ra mot cudc dinh cong cua
cac cau tha Anh.

Vao budi sang dinh ménh do cua thang Chin, theo danh gia cta t6i thi nhitng
nhan vién kiém tra cia UK Sport da khong lam diing nhiém vu ctia minh. Ho chi
uong tra, roi cling chang buén di tim Rio sau d6. Quan diém cua t6i la nhitng
nguwoi kiém tra doping phéi dén san va ding do6 cho dén khi cac cau tha két thic
luyén tap, sau dé theo ho dén tan phong thay d6. Trong thoi gian gan do, ho tirng
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dén Wrexham Football Club va kiém tra chinh con trai t6i Darren va hai cau tha
khac. Ho & lai trén san, hd tong cac cau thu khu vyc thay do va trich xuat cac
mau nwdc tiu can thiét. Vay tai sao quy trinh d6 khong dién ra véi Rio tai
Carrington?

Chung t6i biét nhitng nguwdi kiém tra doping hién dién tai trung tdm dao tao
cta minh vi bac si caa CLB Mike Stone noi v6i chung toi la ho dang ¢ day. Mike
ngoi uong tra véi ho trong khi tin nhan dwgc chuyén xudng cho cac cau tha dugc
chon kiém tra trong phong thay do6. Tat nhién la ngudi ta c6 bao tin cho Rio,
nhung néu ban biét ban tinh binh than cta Rio thi sé chang mdy ngac nhién khi
cau ta khong voi vang chod gdp nhitng nguwoi khong quen biét.

Chéc chan Rio Ferdinand khong phéi 1a mot ngwoi st dung doping. Chiing
ta 1€ ra phai biét diéu d6. N6 thé hién qua d6i mat cua ho. Rio khong bao gio bo
16 mé6t buoi tap. Nhitng nguwdi st dung doping c6 khap moi noi, ho thwong khong
cham chi tap luyén. Rio khong bao gid la mot ngwoi st dung doping vi y thitc
trach nhiém cua mot cau thu trong mon thé thao nay la qua 16n. Rio la mét chang
trai thong minh nhung dé tinh. Cau ta da mac sai lam, nhwng nhitng ngwoi kiém
tra doping ciing vay. Ho da khong thyc hién cac buwdc ma 1€ ra c6 thé tranh dugc
cudc khing hoang xdy ra sau dé. Lé ra ho phdi & trén san tap va chd dwa cau tha
cda ching t6i di 1dy mau kiém tra.

T6i hiéu rang da cé vi pham nghiém trong dén cac quy dinh kiém tra doping
nhung t6i van thay that kho tin khi r6t cude Rio nhan hinh phat nang dén nhw vay.
T6i c6 xu hwdng doi x v6i cau tha nhw con chau va khéng tin rang ho cé toi
theo bat ky cao budc nao c6 nguon goc bén ngoai gia dinh.

Luat s Maurice Watkins cta ching t6i kha tu tin 1a ching t6i c6 thé thang
vu kién nay, trén co s& 1ap luan rang cac nhan vién UK Sport da khong tryc tiép
duwa Rio di kiém tra. Theo y kién ca nhan t6i, Manchester United thuong bi dem
ra xt lam guwong. Eric Cantona la tredng hop 16n dau tién: nam 1995 cau tha nay
bi két an hai tuan tu giam va cam choi bong trong chin thang do tung cu da
kungfu vao mét khan gia (an tu giam sau d6 dwgc gidam xudng con 120 gio lao
dong cong ich). Sau dd, vao nam 2008, Patrice Evra da bi FA ky luat sau mot
cudc dung dau véi mot nhan vién coi san tai Stamford Bridge. Patrice nhan Iénh
cam bon tran dau do au da trén san - khi moi nguwdi da vé nha - véi mot nhan vién
coi san! Nguoi ta cho rang Man United dugc doi x& wu i dac biét, nhwng duong
nhv phai ndi ngugce lai méi dang.

Sau khi rat nhiéu thdo luan va tranh cai vé mat phap ly, ty ban ky luat cta
FA ciing t6 chitc mot phién diéu tran vé vu cta Rio tai san van dong Reebok cua
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Bolton vao thang 12-2003, budi nay kéo dai trong 18 gid. Khi d6 da 86 ngay troi
qua ké tir ngay Rio bo qua viéc kiém tra doping. T6i nam trong s6 nhitng nguoi
lam chitng ditng vé phia Rio. Nhung ban hdi thim ba nguwdi tuyén bo Rio pham
toi c6 hanh vi sai trai. Maurice Watkins goi ban an la “da man chuva ting c6”,
David Gill n6i Rio da bi dem lam “vat té than”, con Gordon Taylor ctia PFA thi
xem an phat nay la “qua khac nghiét”.

Toi da ndi chuyén vdi me cua Rio ngay lap téc bdi vi nguoi phu niv toi
nghiép nay dang rat dau buon. Chiing ta c6 thé cdm thay sdc va dau buon vi mat
di mot cau thu quan trong trong giai doan sap tdi, nhung chinh nguwdi me sé ganh
toan bd ganh nang cua sy tritng phat kiéu nay. Janice da khoc oa trong dién thoai
khi t6i ndi vGi ba rang sy danh gia cao cia CLB vé Rio hoan toan khong bi anh
huwéng béi nhitng su kién trong bon thang qua. Chiing t6i biét cau ta vo toi, ching
toi biét cau ta chi don gian la bat can, va ching t6i ciing biét cau ta da bi tri'ng
phat qua nang né.

Lic d6 ching t6i da xem xét khang cdo, nhung ro rang khong con co hoi
chién thang. T6i khong bao gio cé thé hiéu noi tai sao bd 16 mot budi kiém tra
doping ciling bi doi x nghiém trong nhw bi phat hién sir dung doping. Néu ban
thira nhan dang la mot nguoi st dung doping, ban sé dugc cai nghién. Chung toi
cam thdy rang cau thd cta minh da néi sy that, trong khi co quan chitc nang lai
khong nghi nhw vay. Ching t6i cling khong thich thyce té 1a thong tin duwong nhw
bi 10 ri cho béo chi tir FA. Theo quan diém ctia ching t6i, nguyén tac bao mat da
bi vi pham.

T6i da ndi trong cudc diéu tran tai Bolton rang Rio sé ra san trong tran dau
v6i Spurs vao cudi tuan, bat ké két qua budi diéu tran. Rio da choi cdp cung
Mikaél Silvestre trong chién thang 2-1 ctia chiing t6i trén san White Hart Lane.
Trong tran dau cudi cung treedc thoi gian bi treo gio, Rio ra san ngay tir dau trong
that bai 0-1 cia chung t6i tai Wolves vao ngay 17-1-2004. Trong tran nay cau ta
bi thay ra do chan thwong vao phut thit 50, d€ Wes Brown vao thay thé. Kenny
Miller ghi ban thang duy nhat cuda tran dau.

T6i cdm thay doi bi anh hwdng rat 16n khi phai mat mét cau tha nhw Rio qua
lau. M6i quan hé cua chung t6i bat dau, theo m6t nghia nao do, tw rat lau trude
khi t6i bién cdu ta thanh cau thu dat gia nhét trong béng da Anh. Tdi rat than véi
Mel Machin. Anh ta goi dién cho t6i t* Bournemouth nam 1997 dé néi hién dang
c6 mot cau bé dén tir West Ham theo dang cho muon. “Ong hiy dén day va mua
no di,” Mel noi.

“Cau bé tén gi?”
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“Rio Ferdinand.”

To6i tirng biét cai tén doé thudc doi tuyén tré Anh. Mel néi di noéi lai véi toi y
kién trén. Do Mel rat than v6i Harry Redknapp, ngwoi ltic do6 la huan luyén vién
ctia West Ham (CLB da dao tao va phat trién Rio), vi vay t6i chac chan rang
nhitng danh gia cia Mel dya trén nhitng thong tin dang tin cay. To6i bén néu van
dé vé cau thu tré dang da theo dang cho mwgn & Bournemouth v&i Martin
Edwards. Ching t6i theo doi Rio tai Bournemouth va ghi chd lai cac yéu to
chinh: mot cau thu dé chiu, gitt thang bang tot, c6 cii cham bong dau tién giong
nhu ctia mot trung phong. Sau d6, ching t6i kiém tra qua trinh cau ta dugc dao
tao. Martin goi dién cho Chu tich West Ham la Terry Brown, 6ng nay noi, “Hay
tra cho ching t6i mot triéu va cong thém David Beckham!”. Néi cach khac: Rio
khong phai dé ban.

Vao thoi diém do, Jaap Stam va Ronny Johnsen la b d6i lam trung tam ctia
hang hau vé MU, con Wes Brown ciing dang no6i 1én nhw mot trung vé tré day
hita hen. Ro6i xay ra sy kién Rio chuyén sang Leeds véGi gia 18 triéu bang. Trong
tran dau dau tién choi cho doi thu viing Yorkshire cta ching t6i, cau ta la mot
trong hang hau vé ba nguoi cta Leeds dau véi Leicester City, va... that bai hoan
toan. Xem tran dau doé, t6i day 1én cam gidc nhe nhom, “On Chtia, ching ta da
khong mua cau thu nay” - mét cdm giac ma gio day to6i phai phi cudi vé né.
Nhwng, khong can phai néi, dan dan cau ta da phat trién cwe ky xuat sac.

Nhitng trung vé luon la nén tang cia Manchester United. T6i tim kiém su
chac chan va 6n dinh. Vi du nhw véi Steve Bruce va Gary Pallister: trudc khi tim
duwogc hai nguwdi bon ho, ching t6i khong c6 ctra thanh cong. Paul McGrath lién
tuc bi chan thwong; Kevin Moran thi Itic nao ciling bi tét dau - cau ta giong nhw
mot vO s quyén Anh say xin vao ldc toi tré thanh huan luyén vién cda déi. Khi
dén xem mot tran dau tai Na Uy, t6i c6 gap Ron Yeats, nguwoi dang phu trach
cong tac tim kiém cau thtt méi cho Liverpool.

“Nay, cudi tuan roi toi vira xem cau thu ctia 6ng - Kevin Moran - tai
Blackburn,” Ron néi khi chiing t6i cing uéng véi nhau.

T6i hoi, “Han ta da dam ra sao?”

Ron tra 161, “Chi & trén san khodng 15 phut, r6i bi thay ra do bi tét dau.”

“Oi, c6 gi la dau!”, toi noi.

Trong khi d6, Graeme Hogg lai khong dat tiéu chuan cua ching t6i. Vi vy,
toi luon noéi vai cac ngai Cha tich, “Chung ta can nhitng trung vé hiéu qua dé thi
ddu moi tuan, day la nhitng ngwdi mang lai sw chdc chan, 6n dinh va lién tuc cho
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d6i béng.” Cudi cung téi da c6 Bruce va Pallister, ho thi dau lién tuc va duong
nhw khong bao gio bi chan thwong. T6i nhé mét thi Sau trude tran dau véi
Liverpool, Bruce khap khiéng khap san The Cliff, xoa xoa ché chan thwong gan
kheo ctia minh va néi, “Ong chon d6i hinh chinh chwa vay”. Cau ta da bi thwong
vao cudi tudn truede. Con toi thi van thich chon d6i hinh chinh vao ngay thit Sau
dé c6 thé tap cac tinh hudng c6 dinh, va nhitng bai tap khac.

“Y cau mudn néi gi?” Tai héi.

“To6i sé on thoi,” Steve noi.

“Ping qua ngdc nghéch nhw vay,” t6i noi.

Va thé la Bruce bat dau... chay 2 vong quanh san The Cliff! “T6i 6n ma,”
cau ta néi. Ma nhitng tién dao Bruce sap phai doi dau trong tran dau sap tdi chi la
Ian Rush va John Aldridge ctia Liverpool! Vira thi dau vira thinh thodng van phai
x0a xoa tay vao cho dau, nhung Bruce da choi 6n sudt tran dau d6. Cau ta va
Pally qua thuc tuyét voi. Sau nay, Stam cling mang lai cho ching to6i sy déo dai
va tin cdy tuwong ty. Ban cling c6 thé nhin vao sy hgp tac gitta Ferdinand va
Vidic: cdp trung vé cuc ky xudt sac, vitng chdc, khong bao gid biéu khong ban
thang cho do6i phwong. Hay danh gia doi Manchester United trong suot thoi ky dé
va trung vé luon luon la mot diém noi bat.

Vi vay, viéc mua vé Ferdinand trong thang 7-2002 rat phu hgp véi chinh
sach xay dung doi hinh tap trung vao sitc manh tuyén gitta. Ching t6i phai chi rat
nhiéu trong thuwong vu nay, nhung néu “phan b6” chi phi dé trong khoang 10-12
nam thi con... hoi chan! Doi bong c6 kha nang phung phi qua nhiéu tién cho
nhiéu &ng vién hoan toan khong du tiéu chuan, do dé t6t hon la nén chi dam cho
viéc mua vé mot cau tha duy nhat thudc dang cap khong c6 gi phai ban cai.

Chtng t6i tra 3,75 triéu bang dé c6 Roy Keane, la ky luc chuyén nhugng tai
thoi diém do, nhung ching t6i da c6 Roy trong 12 nam. Trong thoi gian & United,
toi tirng ban rat nhiéu cau thu ma moi nguoi it dé y - do 1a cac cau tha dw bi tré
tudi chang han... Trong chuyén di vong quanh phia tdy cua Scotland vao cudi
mua gidi sau cung, t6i ty tong két va phat hién ra rang minh chi chi tiéu trung
binh dwéi 5 triéu bang mot mua trong sudt thai gian & Man United.

T6i da no6i v6i Rio ngay khi mdi gia nhap doi, “Cau la mot nguwoi rat tuy
hirng.”

Cau ta noi, “Toi khong thé kiém soat dwgc.”

“Cau can phai kiém soét viéc dé. B&i vi n6 lam cdu phdi trd gia bang nhitng
ban thang va t6i sé ho trg cau,” t6i noi.
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Va dung la Rio da rat tuy hitng: do6i khi cau ta chay ta ta nhw dang & s6 hai
hodc s0 ba, sau d6 dot ngot tang toc nhu mot chiéc xe thé thao. T6i chwa bao gio
nhin thay mot ga trai cao can 1m90 lai c6 thé sé hitu kha nang thay doéi téc do an
twgng dén thé. Qua thoi gian, cau ay cai thién dwoc sy tap trung, ky vong tu ap
ddt cho ban than ngay mot tang, dong thoi mirc dé trach nhiém ma cdu ta san
sang dam trach trong va ngoai cau lac bo cling gia tang. C¥ nhw thé, Ferdinand da
tré thanh mot cau thu bong da toan dién.

Khi mua vé mdt cau thu tré, ban sé khong nhan duwgc mot “go6i hang” hoan
chinh vao lic d6. Sé can phai lam kha nhiéu viéc. Néu Rio c6 vé hoi hgt trong
mot tran dau nao do, thi han dé la tran dau véi mot doi bong nhé ma cau ta khong
xem la m6t moi de doa 16n. Tran ddu cang 16n thi cau ta cang “hang”.

Khi Gary Neville bat dau dinh nhitng chan thwong, Vidic va Evra méi bat
dau on dinh thi Rio va Edwin van der Sar da tré thanh ché dwa cho hang phong
ngw MU trong ntta sau cta thap ky. Mot lan t6i da xép Rio choi ¢ trung tam hang
tién vé, vao nam 2006 trong tran gap Blackburn Rovers, va cau ta da bi dudi khoi
san. Robbie Savage 1a nan nhan cua cu tac bong da dwa Rio trd lai phong thay do
hom do...

biéu nay c6 thé gy ngac nhién cho mot s6 ngudi, nhung Pallister la mot
cau tha ctt nhue Rio. Diéu ky la la Pallister chay khéng hé cham, chi cé diéu cau
ta... lwoi chay. Pally la nguwdi chong lai viéc luyén tap, va téi néi vay la con nhe.
Cau ta thuong ndéi rang cang it tap thi cang cam thay t6t hon. D6 la cau tha té
nhat trong nhitng budi tap, to6i luén phai héi thic cau ta. Chi tap chirng 15 phait la
Pallister sé i ach 1€t ra khoi vong cdm dia sau mot pha tdn cong cua doéi phwong,
diéng thd hon hén. T6i sé néi véi Brian Kidd, “Nhin Pally kia - hdn sap chét dén
noi!”... Ma toi cling thita nhan rang minh da “ép Pallister ra ba” khi tap luyén!

MGt bubi t6i, t6i ghé qua don cau ta di an tdi ¢ cau lac bd. Buwdc vao nha cau
ta, t0i thay ngay mot chai Coca-Cola t0 bo trén bé 10 swéi, canh do va mét tii 16n
banh ngot du loai: Crunchies, Rolos, Mars Bars.

T6i hoi Mary, vg cau ta, “Chuyén nay la sao?”

“To6i da noi vGi anh dy khong biét bao nhiéu lan roi, Sép a, nhung anh ay
khong nghe,” Mary noi.

Ngay ltic dy ching t6i nghe thdy tiéng budc chan xudng cau thang va Pally
xuat hién. Thay t6i dang nghién cttu noi cat gidu thitc an tré em khong 16, cau ta
1ap titc quay sang c6 vg, “Tai sao em lai mua may thit nay vé nha, Mary?”. Toi
gam lén, “Nay ga biéng nhac khon kiép kia, t6i sé phat anh vé chuyén nay!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Gary khong phai la than Adonis, nhung la mot cau tht cue gioi va ban tinh
dé mén. Mot chang trai dang yéu. Ciing nhu Rio, cdu ta chuyén béng gidi va cé
thé chay nhanh néu mu6n. Trong mua giai cudi cung véi ching t6i, Pally bi mot
vét rach trén 1ong may va da gao vang lén, than phién rang day la lan dau tién
trong doi cau ta bi mot vét rach da nhu vay - diéu nay khong hgp vdi hinh anh
cda cdu ta! Pally ctt nghi minh la Cary Grant (tai t& dep trai noi tiéng nguoi My
trong thap nién 1940-1960 - ND).

T6i da khong cha dinh tim md6t trung vé cé thé di bong ra khéi khu vuc
phong ngy hodc c6 mot dwong chuyén sac bén nhuw Franz Beckenbauer. Toc do
va kha nang doc tran dau la nhitng pham chat quan trong hang dau trong béng da
hién dai. Rio c6 ca hai thit nay, va do la ly do tai sao t6i da ky hgp dong vdi cau
ta. Rio khong chi biét phong ngyw ma con c6 thé di bong tién 1én phia tredc. Du
vdi téi phong ngu 1a diéu tién quyét, nhung cling rat dang khich 1é néu mot trung
vé c6 thé phat dong tan cong tir phan san nha, difu ma sau nay tré thanh tiéu
chuan & Barcelona va nhitng doi bong khac.

Tai mot s6 thoi diém trong sy nghiép ctia Rio, phai ndi rang cudc song cta
cau ta da m& rong theo nhiéu hwdng khac véi nhitng gi lam ching t6i hai long.
T6i néi thang véi Rio 1a téi da phat chan doc nhitng tin tirc vé cau ta tham gia cac
buoi tiéc tung, cac budi ra mat. “Cau c6 biét diéu nay vé bong da khong: nguoi ta
sé nhin vao cau. Nhitng gi xay ra trén san bong sé noi réo cho moi nguai biét,” toi
bao cau ta nhw vay. Khi ban b4t dau xuéng phong dd, né sé xdy ra rat nhanh. O
mot cau lac bé nhé thi c6 thé chang van dé gi, nhung tai Manchester United luon
c6 khoang... 76.000 cap mat nhin vao cac cau thu, va ban khong bao gio c6 thé
dua dugc vai ho. Toi da néi véi Rio rdng néu dé bat ky diéu gi lam gidam hiéu qua
thi dau thi cau ta sé khong con duwgc chon ra san trong doi hinh cta ching t6i
thém nita.

Tuy nhién, Rio dd c6 nhitng phan ng tich cuc treée nhitng canh bao nay.
Chung t6i da phat minh ra mot co ché kiém soat, theo d6 dai dién cua cau ta budc
phai cho chiing t6i biét tdt cd moi thi Rio dang lam, gitp ching t6i kiém soat
nhiéu hon. C6 mét cong ty am nhac, mot hang phim, mdt cong ty san xudt truyén
hinh va mot to tap chi titng dwa cdu ta dén tan nwéc My dé phéng van P Diddy.
“B6 no6 gium toi di, Rio,” t6i ndi khi t6i nghe tin cau ta sé gap ngoi sao nhac rap
nguwoi My do. “Han ta 6 lam cdu trd thanh mot trung vé tot hon khong?”.

Khong chi rieng Rio thich thu kham pha nhitng linh vuc khac nhu toi vira
ké. Tat ca nhitng diéu nay bat nguon tir tinh trang noi tiéng cda cau tha bong da
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hién dai. Mot s6 cau thu tham chi con c6 gang khai thac diéu d6. Beckham lam
nhuw thé, roi Rio cling vay. Thanh 6ng cua David vé mat nay that ky diéu.

Khong phai tat ca nhitng viéc lam bén ngoai bong da cua Rio déu do sy ndi
tiéng dan dat. Cong viéc cua cau ta tai UNICEF & chau Phi la tuyét voi. Khong ai
choi bé dugc nhitng anh hwdng ctia Rio Ferdinand 1én cudc song cia mét dita tré
da den & chau Phi. Thong diép cua ching t6i chi don gian la cau ta phéi can bang
gitta si noi tiéng vdi viéc ghi nhd nhitng cai tao ra thanh cong ban dau cia ban
than. Mot s6 ngwoi sé khong lam diéu dé, mét s6 khac thi con khong thé nao lam
duoc!

Chung t6i cling nghi rang Rio luén chuan bi cho cudc song sau khi nghi choi
béng, diéu d6 khong c6 gi la bat hop ly ca. Toi ciing tirng chuan bi y nhw thé
bang cach ldy thé huan luyén vién, viéc nay ton cua td6i dén 4 nam. T6i cling
chuan bi cho ntra sau cudc doi minh, sau khi nghi choi béng, nhung khong phai
bang cach gap P Diddy. Sé dén thoi diém ma mot cau thu bong da phai tw hoi
minh sé lam gi, vi nghi choi béng thi sé rat trong vang. Mot phut treéc ban dang
choi trong trdn chung két chau Au, tran chung két Cup FA, chién thing giai vo
dich, va ro6i tat ca tan bién hét. Lam thé nao dé doi pho6 véi diéu nay la mot thach
thitc ma tat cd cac cau tha déu phéi doi mdt. Sy noi tiéng cling khong gidp ta
mién nhiém vai sy sa sit tinh than. Nita doi sau khong thé tha vi nhw trude day,
vay lam thé nao dé ban tai tao n6? Lam thé nao dé ban thay thé cam gidc hoi hop
phan khich khi ngoi trong phong thay do mudi phit trede khi bat dau tran dau
quyét dinh d6i nao sé gianh chitc vo6 dich giai Ngoai hang?

Vao quang thoi gian cudi cda toi tai MU, lung ctia Rio gap van dé. Ban thua
do Craig Bellamy ghi trong tran derby Manchester nam 2009 c6 thé duwgc xem la
vi du cho thay cau thu nay dang thi ddu véi thé lwc khong hoan hdo. Néu cach do
hai nam, trong tinh huéng nhw vay han la Rio chac chan sé doat dwgc béng cta
Bellamy va hat vang anh ta ra. Mgt vi du khéc 1a ban do Fernando Torres ghi &
Liverpool, khi Torres danh bai Rio trong cudc dua toc do va dé dugc cau ta trong
tinh thé mot choi mot trong khu viee penalty khi MU bi tan cong.

Chung t6i phan tich ky tinh huéng nay véi Rio khi xem lai DVD tran dau.
Rio da budc 1én dé bay viét vi Torres, va néu nhu cach ddy mot nam cau ta han
co thé stra 16i lam do6 dé doat dugc bong trd lai tir Torres. Nhung trong tinh huong
nay, khi Rio c6 gang lui lai dé doi pho tinh huong nguy hiém thi Torres dung vai
day vang cau ta ra khéi dwong chay roi dwa bong vao lwdi. Chwa ai tirng lam
dwgc nhu thé véi Rio. Diéu nay cho thay chan thwong lung khong chi khién Rio
dau dén ma con anh hwéng xau dén kha nang giir thang bang cta cau ta.
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Khi thi dau, Rio lu6n lw6t nhanh trén san, chwa bao gio phai no lwc dé chay
cd. Sau mot thoi gian nghi thi dau rat 1au, bé 16 gan hét mua dong, cau ta da trg
lai sang choi trén san tap, va rat xuat sac trong tran gap City & lwgt vé ban két
nam 2010 tai Old Trafford sau gan ba thang ngoi ngoai san co.

Vao nhitng nam Rio qua thdi dinh cao, t6i n6i cdu ta hay thay do6i cach choi
boéng, vi phai tinh dén tudi tac va anh hudng cua né dén tat ca ching ta, vi sém
mudn gi ganh nang tudi tac cling de lén lwng ban. Ca khi cong khai cling nhw
riéng tu, toi déu noi rang Rio can phai lui lai mot chut trén san dé tao cho minh
co hoi trede nhitng tién dao d6i phwong. Nam nam trude day viéc dé dé nhu an
keo: v6i kha nang thay doi toc do tot, cau ta cé thé cwdp dugc bong cua tién dao
ngay lic anh nay nghi rang minh dang lam cha tinh hinh. Con bay gio thi da
khong thé nhu thé nita, cau ta can phai xuat hién ding vi tri tredc khi mudn ngan
can dugc doi phrong.

Rio khong ty 4i va nhat tri v6i nhitng phan tich ctia t6i. T6i chi don gian giai
thich nhitng thay doi vé thé lwc caa cau ta. Va Rio dd c6 mot mua gidi tuyét voi
nam 2011-12, mot mua giai chi c6 chit gon véi viéc cau ta bi gach tén khoi doi
tuyén Anh dy Euro 2012. Khi Roy Hodgson hoi y kién cua t6i vé viéc liéu Rio c6
thé choi cung John Terry khong, t6i dap, “Hoi cau ay di, 6ng hdy c& héi thang
Rio vé quan hé giita bon ho”, vi qua that t6i khong thé cho 6ng HLV tuyén Anh
cau tra 10i chinh xac.

MGt su ¢6 nho khac véi Rio la khi cau ta tiv chdi mac chiéc 4o c¢6 dong chir
“Kick It Out” (tén mot chién dich tay chay nan phan biét chung toc - ND) trong
mua gidi 2012-13 sau khi t6i nghi rdng tat cd ching t6i da dong y cong khai ing
ho chién dich. Sy c6 nay c6 1€ 1a do thiéu thong tin. Khi quyét dinh tay chay
chiéc 4o dau Kick It Out, 1€ ra Rio nén n6i chuyén vdi toi, vi cau ta phai hiéu rang
ca doi chac chan sé mac nd. T6i biét Rio khong vui v6i vu viéc xdy ra giita nguoi
em trai Anton Ferdinand va thu quan Chelsea John Terry, nhung t6i khong hinh
dung dwgc moi chuyén lai do bé theo cach dé. Terry tat nhién da bi Lién doan
bong da Anh (FA) tritng phat do st dung ngén ngit phan biét ching toc véi Anton
trong tran dau gitta QPR va Chelsea tai Loftus Road.

T6i dang ¢ van phong thi Mark Halsey di vao cho biét rdang Rio khong chiu
mdc ao Kick It Out khi ra san. Toi tim Albert, nguoi phu trach trang phuc cua doi,
va yéu cau anh ta dén noéi v6i Rio hay mac chiéc 4o dé vao. Nhung cau tra 10i tw
Rio la “Khong”.

Khi giap mat toi, cau ta chang néi gi, nhung sau tran dau Rio cé dén dé giai
thich rang minh cadm thay PFA (Hiép hoi Cau thu bong da Anh) da khong lam da
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vai tro dé chong lai nan phan biét chung toc. Theo quan diém cua t6i thi véi viéc
khong chiu mac chiéc 4o dau d6 chinh Rio ciing da khong ung hd sw nghiép
chong phan biét ching toc. Néu cau ta cé van dé gi v6i PFA, hdy tw minh dén gdp
ho ma giai quyét, con tir ch6i khong mac chiéc do c6 hang chit Kick It Out 1a mot
hanh dong gay chia ré.

Con day la quan diém cua t6i vé phan biét chung tdc: toi thue sy khong hiéu
lam thé nao ma ai d6 lai c6 thé ghét mot nguwdi khac chi vi mau da cuia ho!
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bay

NHUNG NGAY THANG KHO KHAN

M@t con gi6 mdi dang t6i, nhung vao giai doan tit mua he nam 2003 dén
thang 5-2006 né van chwa xudt hién. Pay la mét trong nhitng giai doan té hai
nhdt trong sy nghiép cam quan cta t6i. Tuy chung t6i da gianh cip FA nam 2004
va cup Lién doan (League Cup) hai nam sau dé, nhung trong giai doan nay
Arsenal va Chelsea mdi 1a hai doi thong tri Premier League.

Trwde khi Cristiano Ronaldo va Wayne Rooney c6 thé tré thanh hat nhan
trong chién dich gianh chitc v6 dich Champions League nam 2008, ching t6i da
gap rat nhiéu khé khan khi tim cach st dung nhitng cau thu giau kinh nghiém
m&i duge mua vé vao doi hinh ctia minh. Nhiéu nguwdi trong s6 ho da khong thé
mang lai nhitng anh hwéng nhw dwgc ky vong. David Beckham da roi doi dén
choi cho Real Madrid va Verén vé v6i Chelsea. Barthez bi thay thé bdi Tim
Howard, con Kléberson, Eric Djemba-Djemba va David Bellion la nhitng guong
mdt mdéi duwgc mang vé Old Trafford. Ronaldinho thi lic dau nhéan 1oi vé
Manchester nhwng sau do lai tir chdi 16i dé nghi cta ching toi.

Ban khong thé né tranh sy that xdy ra trong nhitng nam dé. Chung t6i da that
bai trong viéc mua vé va st dung cac cau thua da thanh danh - nhitng cau tha ma
ching t6i tin rang sé nhanh chéng thich nghi véi d6i bong. Vi du nhw Kléberson,
cau thu v6 dich World Cup cung Brazil va md&i chi 24 tubi. Verén ciing vay, khi
ay da la mot cau thu gidi va noi tiéng thé gidi. Djemba-Djemba la cau tha choi rat
tot & Phap. Viéc ky hgp dong véi ho déu kha don gian va dé dang, va do6 la diéu
khién t6i lo ngai. T6i khéng thich viéc ky dwgc hgp dong qua dé dang. T6i mudn
minh phai dau tranh dé cé dugc chit ky cia mot cau tha, vi diéu do nghia la CLB
c6 thé gianh dugc mot cau tha gia tri. Khi mot cau lac bo ban cau tha cho ching
t0i, sy tuyét vong ctia ho trong viéc niu git* cau thu ctia minh lam t6i yén tam.
Nhung nhitng cau tha ching t6i mua vé trong thoi gian nay thi lai déu la nhitng
hop dong qua dé dang.
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T6i c6 cam gidc ching toéi sé ky hgp dong véi moi thu mon dang choi &
Anh. Mark Bosnich la vi du dién hinh. Quyét dinh mua Bosnich kh&i nguon tt
Peter Schmeichel. Vao mua thu mua gidi cudi cung choi cho chiing t6i, Peter
thong bao minh sé vé hwu. Diéu nay hoan toan bat ngd va ching t6i da phai voi
va dua ra cac quyét dinh.

Chung t6i bat dau lién hé vGi Bosnich vao thang Mot, bat chap nhitng thong
tin nhan dugc vé hanh vi (tng x& cia cdu ta bén ngoai san c6. T6i cit ngudi dén
xem cau ta tap luyén thé nao, va trong cac budi tap do, Bosnich da khong thé
thuyét phuc t6i cau ta la ngudi phu hop choi cho Manchester United. Vi vay toi
da thay doi quyét dinh va nham vao Edwin van der Sar. T6i lién lac vé6i dai dién
ctia Edwin va noi chuyén lai véi Martin Edwards. Nhung khi d6 6ng ta néi vGi
toi, “Alex, t6i xin 10i, toi da théa thudn xong véi Bosnich.”

b6 1a mot don dau doi voi toi. Martin da thoa thuan véi Bosnich va sé
khong thay doi quyét dinh cua minh, t6i ton trong diéu d6. Nhung dé la mot
thwong vu sai 1am. Bosnich chinh la van dé. Kha nang va thé trang cua cdu ay
khong du tiéu chuan ma ching t6i can. Ching t6i da c6 gang giip cau ay tién bo
hon va ching t6i da lam rat tot diéu d6. Bosnich choi tuyét voi trong tran thang
Palmeiras tai Intercontinetal Cup*. Trong tran ddu d6 1€ ra cdu ay phai trd thanh
cau thu xuat sac nhat tran chit khong phai la Giggs. Khong lau sau do, chung toi
c6 mot tran dau tai Wimbledon vao thang 2-2000. Hom d6 Bosnich chén moi thi
cau ay c6 thé: sandwich, sup va bit tét. Cau ta an moi thit c6 trén thyc don, ngon
ngau an nhw mot con ngwa vay!

T6i noi vai cau dy, “Thé c6 Chia, Mark, cau phai giam can di, thé quai nao
cau lai an hét moi thi¢ nhw vay?”

“T6i sap chét doi day, 6ng gia,” cau ta dap.

Chtng t6i tr& vé Manchester va Mark nhanh chéng goi dién cho mot nha
hang Trung Hoa dé goi do an. “Cau khong thé ngirng an dwgc sao?” t6i héi cau
ay. “Nghi xem cau dang lam gi di.” T6i chang thé néi cau ta dugc nita.

Ban khong thé nhanh chéng tim dwgc phuwong an thay thé cho Peter
Schmeichel. Anh la thtt mén xuat sac nhat thé gidi, va tir nay ching t6i da mat di
su hién dién cung véi ca tinh do tai san Old Trafford. Ching t6i 1€ ra da c6 thé dé
Van der Sar ldp vao cho trong. Dai dién cua cau ay da noéi véi t6i, “Anh phai
nhanh lén, cau dy dang lién hé vgi Juventus.” Rét tiéc ching t6i da khong du
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nhanh. Toi trd lai gdp dai dién cta Edwin bdo chiing t6i da tim duwgc nguoi khac
va Edwin ltic nay khong con la m6i quan tam cta chiing t6i nita.

Lé ra toi cling nén ky hgp dong véi Edwin ngay sau khi Peter khong con &
Manchester. Chiing t6i nén sém nhan ra van dé ctia Bosnich va Edwin da c6 thé
choi cho Manchester United tiv khi khong con Peter Schmeichel cho dén tan
nhitng nam cu6i cung trong sw nghiép cam quan cuda t6i. Toi sé khong phai ton
nhiéu tién vao cac hgp dong nhw Massimo Taibi hay Barthez, mot thtt mén gidi
nhung c6 qua nhiéu van dé ¢ qué nha.

Sau nay ching t6i nhan ra Van der Sar c6 nhitng pham chét twong dong véi
Schmeichel. Chi c6 méot si khac biét nho gitta ho vé mat tai nang. Schmeichel c6
nhitng pha cttu thua xudt than, khong ai nghi cau dy sé lam dwogc. D6 la nhitng
khodnh khac tuyét diéu. “Chda o1i, cu ta lam diéu d6 nhw thé nao vay?”. Téi luén
tw héi nhu vay. Peter cé siic khée va do déo dai. O Van der Sar tdi lai thay su
diém dam, binh tinh, kha nang x@ ly béng va dau 6c t6 chirc t6t. Edwin la mét
kiéu tha mon khéac vdi Peter nhuwng van thé hién dwgc gia tri cia minh. Cau ay
anh huwéng tich cuc 1én nhitng ngwoi xung quanh minh.

Schmeichel, ngwgc lai, lai thé hién sy yéu-ghét ra mat doi vdi Steve Bruce
va Gary Pallister. Cau ay sé xong lén ho hét va gao thang vao mat ho. Lic dé
Brucey sé noi, “Cat vé khung thanh di, ga nguwdi Bic to 16n khoén kiép.”
Schmeichel ghét cay ghét dang diéu dé6. “T6i khong phai ngudi Dic,” Peter rit
1én. Mdc du vay ngoai san c6 ho van la nhitng nguwdi ban t6t. Theo d6, cé thé néi
Schmeichel 1a mot ngwoi kha linh hoat va hay thay doi.

Trong phong thay do, Van der Sar la nguwdi rat manh mé, dit khoat. Cau ay
c6 chat giong rat khoe ctia ngwoi Ha Lan. “Ping c6 10n x6n ¢ day!”, cau ay
thwong quat 1én nhu vay. Schmeichel cling c6 giong noi gay anh huwéng 16n lén
dong doi nhuw vay. To6i that may man khi c6 dugc sw phuc vu cta hai thi mén
hang dau nay trong ba thap nién do. Peter Shilton va Gianluigi Buffon ciing c6
thé xem la nhitng thu mon hang dau, nhwng doéi véi téi, Schmeichel va Van der
Sar la nhitng ngwdi gidi nhat trong giai doan 1990-2010.

Gitr gon la cd mot nghé thuat. Khong chi don thuan la git gon, ban con phai
cho ngwdi khac thay dwgc pham chat ctia minh khi bao vé khung thanh. Thi mén
khong chi c6 cong viéc don gian la thuc hién nhitng pha ctu thua, ho con phai
doéi mat vdéi nhitng sai lam do minh gdy ra. Ban can mot ca tinh 16n tai
Manchester United dé c6 thé virgt qua hau qua ctia moét sai lam nao dé. Trudc khi
ky hgp dong véi Schmeichel, dich than t6i da vai lan di quan sat cdu ta. Alan
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Hodgkinson, hudn luyén vién thia mén, da khang dinh vdi t6i: “Anh chang nay
dwgc day, hay ki hop dong di.”

Lic dau t6i cam thay rat boi roi khi phai mang mot thi mon nguwdi nuwdc
ngoai vé choi bong d4 @ Anh. Mgt trong nhitng trdn dau dau tién ctia Schmeichel
la v6i Wimbledon. “Crazy gang”* da lién tuc tan cong, doi bom trén dau
Schmeichel va tham chi con chaoi cui cho véi cau dy. Schmeichel da phat dién 1én,
lien tuc kéu cac trong tai.

T6i thay ro tinh hudng nay va nghi, “Chang c6 co hdi nao cho cau dau.”
Trong tai khong thé nao quan sat da nhanh cac tinh huéng va cham. Trong mot
tran khac trong thoi ky dau & MU, Peter bang ra cat mot qua tat va da khong
thanh cong. Lee Chapman da ghi ban tt tinh hudéng dé. Vay day, cau ta da co
nhitng sai lam trong thoi gian dang c6 hoa nhap vdi bong da Anh, va moi ngwoi
noi, “Xem chung ta cé gi & day nao?”. D6 la mot 16i ché nhao. Nhung Peter c6
sttc khoe rat tot, cau dy che chan cd khung thanh va rat diing cam. Kha nang phat
béng cua cdu dy that phi thwong. Tat ca nhitng pham chat dé da gitp Peter vugt
qua nhitng ngay dau kho khan tai day.

Van der Sar da chitng kién nhiéu thay doi & hang phong ngw. Schmeichel
qua quen vGi viéc ditng sau mdt hang hdu vé gom 4 nguoi: Parker, Bruce,
Pallister va Irwin. Ho cting nhau da chinh & hau nhw tat ca cac tran dau. Van der
Sar thi phéi quen v@i viéc thi ddu cung cac hau vé trung tam khéac nhau va cac
hau vé bién méi. Ludn ludn c6 sy thay doi. Trong nhitng tinh huéng nhuv vay Van
der Sar da cho thay dugc tai nang ctia minh khi luon t6 chitc hang phong thu rat
tot.

Do la thoi gian khi Peter Kenyon la Gidam doc diéu hanh chiu trach nhiém
thuc hién cac hgp dong chuyén nhuwong, Patrick Vieira cta Arsenal la cau tha
ching t6i rat quan tam. T6i da bao Peter goi cho Arsenal héi mua Vieira. Peter
bdo da lién hé ro6i. Sau do6 t6i n6i chuyén nay véi David Dein va 6ng ay nhin toi
nhu thé t6i c6 mot chiéc sirng trén dau vay. David khong thé hiéu duoc t6i dang
noi vé diéu gi. Moi ngudi bon ho déu c6 nhitng toan tinh riéng ctia minh, va cho
tGi tan hom nay, t6i van khong biét dugc ho nghi gi.

Rat nhiéu lan t6i nhan dién thoai tir dai dién cac cau thu néi, “Cau ta muon
choi cho Manchester United.” T6i chira bao gio nghi ngd nhitng tuyén bo kiéu do
cd. Nhung t6i biét rang ho cling mudn choi cho Arsenal, Real Madrid, Bayern
Munich va tat ca nhitng doi bong danh gia khac. Cac cau tht luén mudén choi cho
cac cau lac bg 16n. Cac dai dién ciing kiém dwgc nhiéu tién hon tir cac thwong vu
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nhw vay. Va trén thi treong chuyén nhuwong soi dong do, ching toi hwdéng dén
Veron.

Doi bong dang thay doi. That khé dé mot huan luyén vién trudng co thé thay
hét dwgc nhitng gi sé xay ra trong qua trinh diéu chinh doi béng. Bon hau vé la vi
tri bi anh hwdng nhanh nhat. Khi nhitng thay doi nay xay ra, ban nhan thay minh
da khong c6 duwgce nhitng ké hoach duy phong can thiét. Sau nay t6i da phai c6 cac
ké hoach du phong dé c6 thé hoach dinh xa hon.

Vero6n la mét siéu cau thua véi nén tang thé lyc tuyét voi. Toi phai thira nhan
rang lam viéc vGi cac cau tha Argentina thyc sy rat khé khan. Ho luon luon thé
hién tinh than yéu nwéc cao do. Duong nhw ho ludon quan quanh minh 14 quéc ky
Argentina vay. T6i khong lay lam khé chiu vé diéu do6, nhung nhitng cau tha
Argentina t6i quan ly tham chi chwa bao gid mudn néi tiéng Anh ca. Vé&i Verén
thi chi von ven mot tw: “Mister” (6ng).

Nhung Veron that sy la mot cau tha giéi. Sy khon khéo trén san va sttc khoe
ctia cau ay la s6 mot. Van dé ¢ day la gi? Chung t6i da khong thé tim ra mot vi tri
thich hgp cho cdu ay. Néu ching t6i dé cau ay choi ¢ vi tri tién vé trung tam, rot
cudc cau ay cling sé lan qua choi nhw mot trung phong, hodc tién vé trai, hoac
tién vé phai. Bong ¢ dau, Veron & do. Cuc ky kho dé cau ay, Scholes va Keane
phoi hop tot ¢ hang tién vé.

Madc du Ver6n da choi vai tran rat tot nhwng ban khong thé thay dwgce doi
béng dang hoan thién d6i hinh ra sao. Ban khong thé tim dwgc sy 6n dinh can
thiét tai mot so6 vi tri. Beckham da roi doi, Ryan thi dang gia di, Roy va Paul cling
thé, ching t6i can mot gwong mat maéi dé c6 dong luc choi tét hon. Mac du da cé
nhitng déng gép dang ké cho déi bong, nhung don gian 1a Verén khong phu hop
choi cho ching t6i. Verén la mot cau thu tha vi. Cau ay la loai cau tha ma khi &
trén san tap, vi du doi dé dau véi doi vang chang han, sé thi dau... cho ca hai doi.
Cau dy choi & moi vi tri va choi @ moi ché minh thich. Néu t6i huan luyén Verén
trong maot tram nam t6i nghi minh cling khong biét dugc nén cho cau ay choi & vi
tri nao. Verén la mot 14 bai tw do, mot con phang teo (Joker) trong c6 bai ctia ban.
Co nguoi da tirng noi vdi toi, “Co bao gio anh nghi sé cho Verén da tién vé tru,
phia tridc hai hau vé trung tam?”. To6i dap, “Anh dang mo sao? T6i khong thé
khién cau ta choi 6n dinh & bat ky vi tri nao, thi lam sao c6 thé bat cau ta choi &
vi tri d6 chit?”. Thuc ra Veron da ting choi vi tri dé & Lazio va kha thanh cong
nhung cau dy 1a mot chi chim tw do, thich bay nhdy moi noi.

C6 nhitng khodnh khdac Verén sé khién ban nhu buéc vao cira thién dang
vay. Trong mot tran dau truede khi mua giai bat dau, Verén da loai hai cau thua doi
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ban & gan duwong bién ngang va chuyén bong vao trong cho Van Nistelrooy ghi
ban. Mgt tinh huéng khac Verén chuyén bong cho Beckham bang méa ngoai va n6
dé dang lwgn qua cac hau vé déi phuwong. Mot pha choc khe hoan hao. Beckham
dén bong va sau dé 16p bong qua dau tha moén. Verén & nhitng khoanh khac dé
that vi dai. Tai nang va sy thong minh, hai diéu nay khéng cé diéu nao khong
ding & Veron. Cau ay choi tot ca hai chan, c6 thé tang tdc, kha nang kiém soat
béng tuyét voi, tam nhin sac sdo - chi tiéc la Ver6n khong phu hop véi doi bong.
Bong da Anh khong phai la rao can doi vdi cau dy. Veron la ngudi gan da. Cau ay
lu6n muén cam boéng trén san.

Co6 nguoi ndi trong thoi gian choi cho ddi Veron tirng gay go véi cac cau thu
khac, nhung t6i khong nghi vay, mot phan la l1a vi cau dy chang bao gio noi
chuyén vé6i ai ca. Veron cd don trong phong thay do. Cau ay khong noi tiéng Anh.
Khong phdi cau ay kho gan giii, chi don gian la ngudi it giao tiép.

T6i dén san tap va ndi, “Chao budi sang, Seba.”

“Chao bubi sang.” Nhw vay day. Ban khong thé noéi gi khac véi cau ay. Toi
nhé vu gdy go ctia Roy Keane sau mot tran lwgt vé Champions League. D6 la
mot vét nho. Nhung vdi Verén thi khong phai vay, cau dy khéng phai 1a nguoi
thich gay chuyén.

Chting t6i da thir thay d6i cach choi ¢ chau Au. Hai ndm sau khi gianh chic
v6 dich Champions League, chiing t6i da thi ddu véi Anderlecht & Bi, PSV &
Eindhoven va thua tham ca hai tran. Thua vi bai phong ngy phan cong. Chung t6i
choi v6i doi hinh truyén thong ctia bong da Anh, 4-4-2, va da thua dau vi vay. Toi
da noi véi cac cau thu va ban huan luyén néu chiing t6i khong thé cam béng tot
hon va choi chac chan hon & khu trung tuyén thi c6 thé thua nhiéu hon nita vi cac
doi phuvong da diéu tra rat ky 16i choi cia chung t6i. Vay la ching t6i da chuyén
sang doi hinh 4-3-3 va Verén la mét phan cua sy phét trién do.

Kiém soat tot su thay doi ctia doi bong, dé la diéu toi phai thye hién thuong
xuyén trong thap nién do, t6i da nham dén rat nhiéu cau thi ma t6i nguwong mo.
Vi du t6i da c6 hét sttc dé c6 duogc Paolo Di Canio. Moi thit da duwoc thoéa thuan.
Ching t6i da dwa ra mirc gia cia minh va cau ay da dong y, nhung sau do cau ay
lai mu6n nhiéu hon thé. Chuing t6i da khong thé dong y véi ban théa thuan mdi.
Nhung Paolo la dang cau thu Manchester United nén c6: nhitng ngudi c6 thé kéo
khan gia dén san va ditng bat day vo tay trong khi ho thi ddu. T6i da tirng co
nhitng cau thu nhw vay trong khodng thoi gian t6i lam viéc tai Manchester
United.
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Sau dé6 la trwong hgp Ronaldinho, mot ci vo hut dang ti€c. Toi da dong y
véi ban thoa thudn dwa cau dy dén Old Trafford. Carlos ting ho viéc d6. No Iyc
mua Ronaldinho cho thdy United luén theo dudi nhitng d6i chan ma thuat. T6i
lu6n muon tim thay nhitng tai nang nhw vay. Li do cua toi khi d6 don gian la,
“Chung toi c6 duwgc 25 triéu bang tv thuwong vu ban Beckham, va gio ching toi
mua duwgc Ronaldinho véi gia 19 triéu bang. Thé c6 Chua, tinh day di. Qua hoi.”

Trén dwong vé sau chuyén du dau ¢ My, may bay ching t6i ding lai &
Newfoundland dé tiép nhién liéu. D6 la mot khu viee héo lanh, chi c6 mét chiéc
léu & dé. Khi chung t6i chd tiép nhién liéu, phi hanh doan m& ctta may bay dé
thay d6i khong khi va chiing t6i thdy mot cau bé dang ditng mot minh ché hang
rao, trén tay cam mot 14 cd United. Chuing t6i khong duwgc xuéng may bay ma chi
c6 thé ditng & ctra, vi vay tat ca nhitng gi ching t6i c6 thé lam la vay chao nguoi
ham mo bé nho do cua MU khi cau ding do, ti vao mot hang rao gitta khoang
khong bao la vo tan...

Tré vé chau Au, khi ditng & B6 Pao Nha, ching t6i di ban Verén. Truéc d6
Verén da noéi v6i Quinton Fortune cau dy sé gia nhap Chelsea. T6i da khong dé
Veron ra di véi mitc gia dudi 15 triéu bang. Chelsea ltic do6 ra gia 9 triéu bang.
T6i ndi, “Quén di, Verén sé chang di dau vdi céi gid 9 triéu bang ca.” Nhung khi
¢ B6 Dao Nha, Kenyon bao t6i, “T6i vira chot xong thuwong vu doé roi - 15 triéu
bang.” Sau dé la tran dau véi Sporting Lisbon va John O’Shea la nguwoi phai doi
mat vdi Ronaldo. Tham chi hom nay t6i van con nhd ngay do da hét 16n véi
John, “Kém chdt 1ay né, Sheasy.”

“B0 tay, thay oi...” O’Shea buon rau dap lai toi.

Mot thang sau David Gill goi cho t6i va néi, “Nghe nay, Kenyon sé chuyén
tdi Chelsea.” David la ngudi ké nhiém va diéu do that tuyét - mot sy cai thién
16n. Peter Kenyon, theo nhu t6i thdy, tw minh lam qué nhiéu viéc va két qua la
khong thé hoan thanh mét s6 viéc quan trong. Trong khi mot gidam doc diéu hanh
gioi la nguwdi c6 kha nang hoan thanh moi nhiém vu dé ra.

Khi David ng6i 1én cai ghé néng do, to6i da nghi ngd rang David sé khong
biét phai lam gi. Vé chuyén mon nghé nghiép thi David von la dan ké toan. Loi
khuyén cta t6i cho David la, “Rut kinh nghiém tir Peter Kenyon, ditng 6m dom
nhiéu qua, giao b6t cho ngudi khac lam di.” Va sau dé David da la mét nha quan
tri, mot giam doc diéu hanh gioi nhat ma t6i tirng cong tac. Xuat sac, thang than
va than thién la nhitng pham chéit caa David. Anh luon biét cach gitt d6i chan
minh ¢ mat dat va hiéu duwgc gia tri cia bong da. Martin Edwards cling hiéu biét
nhiéu vé béng d4d. Nhung vdi David thi moi thit don gian hon rat nhiéu. Ong dy
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c6 thé sé no6i vé mot van dé ban khong thich, nhung chang bao gio lan tranh noi
vé viéc do6 ca, vi dé la viéc phai lam!

Mic du Martin da ho trg t6i trong nhitng giai doan khé khan nhat nhuwng t6i
chwa bao gio nhan dugc twong xirng so v6i cong stc minh bo ra. Khi David lén
thay, moi viéc da khac di. Khong cé gi tét hon viéc cong sirc ban bé ra dugce danh
gia cao. Pugc khen lam viéc tot thi ai chang vui, cang dwoc khen nhiéu cang tot,
nhung tién bac 1a mot van dé khong thé bé qua.

Thay d6i chu s& hitu 1a mot thtr thach v6 cung khé khan doéi véi cac giam
doc cua cau lac bd. Sau mot thwong vu mua lai, toan bo bitc tranh ctia CLB sé
thay doi! Ban sé phai ty héi: Ho c6 thich t6i khong? Ho c6 mudn c6 mot huan
luyén vién trudng mdi, mot giam doc diéu hanh mgGi? Viéc gia dinh Glazer mua
lai cau lac bg 1a khoang thai gian khé khan nhat doéi v6i David. Sy quan tam cta
gidi truyén thong that div doi. Cac khoan ng ludn la deé tai chinh trén cac mat bao.
Nhung nhitng pham chat cia mot ké toan vién da gidp David vuegt qua dugc.

Cau lac bo bong d4, theo wéc vong cua toi, la noi cac cau tha tré phat trién.
Dbé duy tri phwong huwéng do ching t6i can phai gilt lai nhitng tru cot nhw Giggs,
Scholes va Neville. Va Roy Keane. Chiing t6i c6 b swon du vitng dé c6 thé tim
mua nhitng nhan tai tifm nang. Van der Sar ciing la mot trong s6 cac tru cot do.
Cau ay la mot trong nhitng hgp dong thanh cong nhét cta téi.

Khi tim kiém mdt ngudi thay thé cho Bryan Robson, ching t6i da tim thay
Keane. Eric Djemba-Djemba ciing la mét tién vé trung tam day tiém nang. T6i da
xem Eric thi ddu ¢ Phap va cau ay thi dau rat tot. Cau ay nam bat dwgc tran dau,
dé dang bé gdy cac dgt tan cong va chi can 4 triéu Euro la c6 dugc chit ky. Toi
cling quan sat thi mon cta doi Rennes*: Peter Cech, ltic d6 chi méi 18 hay 19
tudi. Khi do t6i cho rang Cech con qua tré dé c6 thé choi cho chiing t6i.

Doi lic ban 16 mat mot cau tha nhwng lai kiém dwgce nguwdi khac twong tw
vay. Chang han nhv ching t6i da khong ki duwgc hgp dong véi Paul Gascoigne
nhung lai c6 dugce Paul Ince. Khong thé thuyét phuc duge Alan Shearer vé doi
nhung lai c6 duogc chit ky ctua Eric Cantona.

Trai béng ludn lan tron. Ban ¢c6 mot danh sach cac cau tha can chiéu mo va
nhitng phwong an dw phong luén phai dugce dinh kem. Chinh sach ctia cau lac bo
la no lyc phat trién bat ct cau tha nao ching t6i mua vé. Khi vé véi ching toi,
Cantona vao khoang 25 tu6i, nhung muc tiéu thong thwdng cta ching téi la cac
cau thu tré hon. Rooney va Ronaldo déu nhw vay. Sau nam 2006, ching t6i da
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phai no lyc gap doi dé tranh roi vao vét xe do trwede day khi ca doi hinh mat di
strc tré. Chung t6i rat chu trong van dé do. V&i Andy Cole, Dwight Yorke va
Teddy Sheringham, hodc ho sé nhanh chéng danh roi phong d6 hodc diéu dé sé
xay ra trong khoang mot vai nam. Bé doéi phé v6i nhitng tinh hudng nhw vay,
chung t6i phdi tang cuwong kha nang dap tng cta mang luwdi tuyén trach vién,
nhitng chuyén gia di san lung cac tai nang bong da. Cac tuyén trach vién la nhitng
nguwoi phai hoat dong tich cyc nhat. Ban phai lién tuc n6i véi ho, “Nay cac cau,
cac cau tim dugc gi roi?”.

Chung t6i ki hgp dong vdi Kléberson sau man trinh dién xudt sac cta cau ay
trong mau &o Brazil tai World Cup nam 2002. Khi d6 cau dy van con dang choi
béng & qué nha Brazil. Nhung Kléberson ciing la mot vi du cho thdy rai ro khi
voi va ki mot ban hgp dong. Nguwdi ching toi tim kiém la mét ai do co6 thé thay
thé duwgc cho vi tri cia Keane, do 1a li do ching t6i dé mat tgi Vieira. Cau ay la
mot su lira chon hoan héo. Vieira da quen véi bong da Anh va luén thé hién ban
than 1a cau thua dan dat, 1anh dao trén san. Mot dau hiéu dé nhan biét mot cau thu
vi dai 1a cac c6 dong vién doi doi phwong luon cé nhitng bai hat nham vao cau
tha nay. Patrick Vieira ludon phai nghe nhitng bai hat dé, diéu d6 c6 nghia la cac
c6 dong vién doi phuong rat sg cau ta. Alan Shearer la mét vi du khac. Cau ay
luon la chu dé cua cac cau hat ché nhao tir c6 dong vién doi ban.

Kléberson la mot cau thu cé tai. Nhung cau dy la mét vi du cho thay ban
phdi can than khi tim hiéu vé doi tw va tinh cach ctia mot cau tha. Ching toi da
qua dé dang thanh cong khi héi mua Kléberson, va chuyén nay lam t6i thdy kho
chiu. Khi hgp dong da xong xudi, chiing t6i mé&i biét cau ay (Kléberson méi 23
tudi) da két hon véi mot co gai 16 tudi. Co gai dy mang cd gia dinh theo cung.
Trong mot budi tap & Bo Pao Nha tai Vale do Lobo trivéc mua giai, chi cé cac
cau thu méi dwgce t6i an sang cung doi trwde budi tap. Kléberson dan bo vo di
cung. Cau day duong nhu chang cé quyén quyét dinh chuyén gi doi vdéi nha vo ca.
Mot chang trai tot, nhung thiéu ty tin dé hoc tiéng Anh.

Trong cac tran dau Kléberson thé hién thé Iyc phi thuwong va ky nang diéu
luyén nhung lai khong thé hién dugc ca tinh ctia minh. Cé 1é cach doi tuyén
Brazil st dung cau dy khong phai cach ching t6i mudn cau dy choi cho
Manchester. O doi tuyén Brazil, Kléberson choi ngay trudc bd tit hau vé dé hd trg
Roberto Carlos va Caft lén tdn cong tit hai bién.

Khi phai gap rut gidi quyét cac van dé, sai lam sé ndy sinh. Khi ching t6i 1én
ké hoach dai han, tim hiéu k¥ céac cau tha, thu thap day dua thong tin thi ching toi
sé c6 dugc két qua tot nhat. Chung t6i biét moi thit vé Cristiano Ronaldo trudc
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khi ki hgp dong véi cau ta. Chung toi da thir lién hé v6i Rooney khi cau dy 14
tudi, va thit mot lan nita vao nam 16 tu6i. Cu6i cung ching t6i da khong thé cé
dwgc Rooney nam cau dy 1én 17. Nhuw thé, chiing t6i c6 thé 1én ké hoach doi véi
Rooney, dé 1a mot muc tiéu rd rang. Cong tac tuyén trach ctia Manchester United
hiéu qua nhat khi thyc hién day dua nhitng quy trinh dé. Nhitng truong hgp nhw
Verén va Kléberson chi la giai phap titc thi, nhitng quyét dinh mua cau tha tuy
khong phai do sg hai nhung 6 rang 1a qua voi vang.

Djemba-Djemba, mot chang trai xudt sac khac, la mot nan nhan cta gi6i
truyén thong. Chuyén ki két hgp dong véi cau ta duge bao chi mé xé nhiét tinh.
Ho chi thich nhitng cai tén ndi tiéng va it quan tdm dén cac cau thu chwa thanh
danh. Trwéc do, ho yéu mén Verén va thd o véi Kléberson, Djemba-Djemba.
David Bellion con tré va ching toi thay cé thé gitp cau ta tién bg. La mot cau tha
nhanh nhen va hap dan, theo dao Thién Chuia nhung Bellion rit hay xdu ho. Cau
ay tirng vao san tir ghé dv bi ctia Sunderland trong mot tran dau véi ching toi va
da choi rat tot. Sau dé khi hgp dong vdi Sunderland két thic, ching t6i da mua
David Bellion. Lé ra chiing t6i nén tim hiéu ky hon doi song va biét dwgc trinh do
that cua cau dy. Sau khi dugc ban cho Nice véi gia 1 triéu Euro, David chuyén téi
choi cho Bordeaux va ching t6i cling nhan dwgc thém mot phan phi phu tréi tw
thuong vu nay. Bellion khong phai ngwdi ma ban muén cé trong no lyc xay dung
mot dé ché mai. Cau dy chi la mot ban hgp dong hgp ly.

Budc ngoat thay doi toan bo giai doan kho khan nay chinh la viéc ki duoc
hop dong vGi Ronaldo va Rooney. Hai cau thi nay mang lai cho ching t6i nhitng
th cau lac bd can cé: déi chan ma thudt, y chi quyét thang va phu hgp véi truyén
thong cua Manchester United. Patrice Evra va Nemanja Vidic, gia nhap
Manchester vao thang 1-2006, ciing la nhitng ngdi sao xuat sac ma chung toi
gianh dugc. Diém dau tién trong ban ghi chép vé Vidic la sy qua cam va long
quyét tam. Cau ta c6 thé tac bong va choi dau diéu luyén. Ching t6i dang tim
kiém mot trung vé dién hinh theo béng dd4 Anh. Vida da khong choi bong ti
thang Mudi mot sau khi két thic mua gidi véi Moscow. Trong tran dau tién choi
cho United, gap Blackburn, cau ay da thd khong ra hoi. Bon gian la Vidic can cé
su chuan bij trvdc mua giai.

Vi tri hau vé trdi ma Denis Irwin dé lai trudc d6 chung t6i giao cho Heinze
nhung khong lau sau Evra la sy Iwa chon hang dau. Evra da quen véi viéc da hau
vé canh & Monaco, vi tri cau ay gdy an twgng manh trong trdn chung két
Champions League v6i Porto.
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Vi nhitng vi tri nhw hau vé bién, viéc tim kiém mot cau tha phu hgp khé
nhu tim mot loai chim quy vay. Lan dau tién khi thdy Evra, cau ay choi & vi tri
hau vé canh, nhung sitc tré va toc do cta Evra hoan toan phu hgp véi vi tri hau vé
bién trong doi hinh cta chiing t6i. Chung t6i hiéu rat ro kha nang tan cong cua
Evra. Cau dy nhanh, k¥ thuat tot va cé tinh cach manh mé, cwc ky manh mé.
Heinze thi khac. Cau ta c6 ca tinh kha “hon xwgc”, nhung la nguwdi luén quyét
thang va c6 thé choi dugc cd vi tri hau vé trung tdm. Trong ca hai trwong hop
chuing t6i déu gat hai dwgc nhitng thanh cong.

Tat ca cac c6 dong vién ctia United déu nh@ tran ra mat cua Evra & tran
derby thanh Manchester dién ra tai Eastlands: d6 la mot tham hoa. Ban c6 thé doc
dwgc suy nghi cia Evra lic do6, han cdu ay da nghi “Tai sao minh lai ¢ day?”.
Cudi cung cau ay ciing choi 6n dinh hon va khéng ngirng tién bd. Heinze, trai lai,
mang tinh cach caa mot linh danh thué. T6i luén c6 cdm giac Heinze tim kiém
mot ban hgp dong mdi. Sau mdt nam cau ta da mudn ra di. Khi ay ching t6i c6
tran dau véi Villareal, ca doi dong quan tai mot khu lién hgp tho mong ngoai 0
Valencia va dai dién cua Heinze da dén gap t6i bao rang Heinze muon ra di.

Moi thit khéng bao gid c6 thé trd lai dwge nhu trudc. Ngay hom sau Heinze
bi ditt day chang chéo khép goi. Ching t6i da lam moi thit dé ho trg cau ay diéu
tri. Yéu cau dwoc diéu tri tai Tay Ban Nha cua Heinze dwoc chap thuan. Cau ay
diéu tri trong sau thang va trd lai thi ddu mot tran sau dé. Ching t6i da lam hét
sttc. Nhuwng vao thang Mwdi hai Heinze lai muon ra di, mudn c6 cac diéu khoan
m&i, hgp dong mdi. Sau khi hoan toan binh phuc chan thwong, cau ay cung véi
dai dién cua minh dén gap David Gill va ching t6i dong y rang sé khong gitt
Heinze lai nita. Ching t6i dong y dé Heinze ty do véi gia 9 triéu bang. Ho ngay
lap tire di Liverpool, noi nguoi ta bao sé thu nhan Heinze.

Chtng t6i da noéi rat 16 cho Grabriel biét rang trong lich st chwa bao gio
Manchester United ban cau thu cia minh cho Liverpool va nguwoc lai. Cac dai
dién cia Heinze sau d6 da c6 gang dwa van dé nay ra kién cao, két qua la mot
cudc hop da dién ra tai London, tai d6 cac dai dién ctia Premier League da ding
vé phia chiing t6i.

Trong sudt qua trinh do, cha tich ctia Crystal Palace da lién lac v&i David
Gill n6i rang mét dai dién cua Heinze da dé nghi Palace mua Heinze... dé roi ban
lai cho Liverpool. Ching t6i da dung théng tin nay dé lam bang chitng. Phéan
quyét cudi cung ctia budi hop hom do6 cé 1gi cho cau lac bo ching t6i, sau dé
chuing t6i ban Heinze cho Real Madrid. Thyc ra thi treéc gio cau ta va bo sau cta
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minh c¥ chay vong vong nhw thé. Heinze da tirng choi cho hai cau lac bo tai Tay
Ban Nha tredc khi chuyén dén PSG va sau do6 vé doi ching toi!

Alan Smith cling la mot sy bé sung nita trong giai doan nay, vé Manchester
vao thang 5-2004 vd&i gia 7 triéu bang. Leeds gdp van dé vé tai chinh thoi diém do
va co6 tin dén tai David Gill 1a Alan c6 thé mua dugc véi gia tam khoang 5 triéu
bang. T6i rat thich Alan. Cau ay la mau cau thua c6 tinh cach t6t. Alan c6 thé choi
& nhiéu vi tri: tién vé canh phai, tién vé trung tam hodc tién dao trung tam. Cau ay
la mau cau tha giong Mark Hughes: khong phai la mot tay san ban nhay bén
nhung cé rat nhiéu déng goép cho doi. Sau nay ching t6i da ban Alan cho
Newcastle v6i gia 6 triéu bang. O' ddi chiing t6i, Alan di choi t6t va tham chi c6
nhitng man trinh dién c6 thé goi la xudt sac. Tinh huéng cau dy bi gay chan trong
tran dau gap Liverpool la hinh anh dang s¢ nhat ma toi tirng chitng kién. T6i nhé
t0i da lao dén cho Alan nam trén cang khi cdu ay duwgc cac bac si chich thudc
giam dau - phai cong nhan cac béc si caa Liverpool rat chuyén nghiép.

Ban chéan ciu dy xoay du huwéng. Bobby Charlton ding cung t6i khi do da
phéi nhian mit khé s& khi thay nhw vay. Ong ay 1a ngudi di séng sét sau tham hoa
roi may bay tai Munich. Alan, trai lai, t6 ra kha binh than. Cau ay ng6i d6 khéng
biéu 16 chiit cdm xtic nao. B4 1a mat tai nan khing khiép. Phan tng ctia Alan cho
thdy mot s6 ngudi c6 ngudng chiu dau cao hon han nguwdi khac. Toi sg chét khiép
nhitng vat nhon. Kim chi la thi dang s¢ doi véi téi. Nhitng ngay con lam chua
quan rwgu ¢ Glagow, trong mot lan cham bia vao sang chu nhat, t6i so y lam 6ng
dan roi ra khoi thung bia khi mot con chugt nhdy 1én vai t6i. T6i lui lai va cai ong
swgt qua ma. Thdy mat minh bi rach, to6i ngay lap titc 1ai xe hai dam tGi bénh
vién, tranh khong cham vao vét thwong. Y ta da phai khau vét thuong va toi da...
xiu ngay khi mét cay kim cham vao mdt minh! Co y ta tuyén bo, “Coi kia, 6ng
tién dao trung tam vi dai ctia Cau lac bo Rangers dang ngat xiu vi mot mii kim.”
T6i nhu chét di song lai vay. Alan thi ng6i nhin chan thwong theo t6i 1a ghé rgn
nhdt t tredc t6i gid va chang c6 mot chit sg hai. B6 chinh Alan: mot chang trai
cuc ki diing cam.

Ngoai ra cau dy con tot bung, that tha va chuyén nghiép. Diéu Alan con
thiéu la nhitng pham chat siéu sao, thit ban can c6 dé c6 thé toéa sang tai cac cau
lac bo l6n. Do do khi Newscastle hdi mua vGi mutrc gia nhu trén, ching toi da
phai dé cau ay roi cau lac bo.

Vi tri cudi cung ma cau ay choi cho chiing toi la tién vé phong ngu. Alan c6
k¥ nang tac bong tot nhung khong thé doc tran dau t6t nhw mot cau tha gitr nhip
that syw. Cau dy la cau thu cé thé tac bong & bat ci tinh huéng nao. Nhitng ngay
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Alan con choi & vi tri tién dao trung tam, cac trung vé ctia doi ban hiém khi dugc
choi nhan ha. Nhung véi muc tiéu tim ngudi thay thé Roy Keane, ching t6i budc
phai tim mot cau thu c6 kha nang choi bao san, nhw Owen Hargreaves da tirng
lam dwgc trong mot thdi gian ngan. Alan khong thudc typ cau thu dé, nhung cau
ay la cau thu giéi va rat hanh phuc khi choi cho ching t6i. Phai mat kha lau toi
mai c6 thé thuyét phuc dwge Alan t6i khong thé duy tri ché ditng cho cau ay
trong doi hinh. Ca doi phai tién 1én.

Louis Saha 1a mot hgp dong quan trong khac tiv Fullham vao thang 1-2004,
nhung nhitng chan thwong dai dang da gay kho khan cho ca cau ay va ching t6i.
Chung t6i da xem cau ay thi dau vai lan khi con & Metz nhung céc bao cdo tuyén
trach cho thay Louis khong phai 1a muc tiéu ctia cac cau lac bo 16n. Sau khi dén
Fullham, mdi khi gap chiing t6i cau ay ludn khién ching t6i rat vat va. Trong mét
tran dau FA Cup tai Craven Cottage, cau ay loai b6 Wes Brown tir giita san, tang
toc vé phia khung thanh, sau dé chuyén lai va Fullham ghi ban. Ttr d6 ching t6i
luon xem Saha thi dau va dén thang Mot ching t6i da san sang ki hgp dong.

Qua trinh thuong lwong véi Mohammed Fayed, chu s@ hitu Fullham, dién ra
rat phitc tap. Sau nhiéu lan thwong thao, doi bén da dong y véi gia 12 triéu bang.

Trong tat ca cac tién dao trung tam tirng choi cho ching t6i, khi néi vé tai
nang cua ho (kha nang choi hai chan, khong chién tot, kha nang tang toc, toc do,
sttc manh), Saha la mét trong s6 nhitng nguwdi gioi nhat. Cau dy la moi de doa
thwong trie vai hang tht doi phwong. Nhung nhitng chan thuwong lién tuc hanh ha
cau dy. Louis la mdt cau tha kha dé thwong va & ngay gan nha t6i, nhung dé thi
ddu cau ta phai c6 gang téi mitc 150% sitc lwc ctia minh. Chéan thuwong cta Louis
la ton that 16n doi véi ching t6i, va né khong chi dién ra trong vai tudn ma kéo
dai hang thang. Li do t6i ban Louis la vi tuy ro rang day la cau thu day tai nang
nhung t6i khong thé 1én ké hoach st dung cau dy trong doi hinh va khong thé néi
rang, “Pay la d6i hinh cta t6i trong hai hoac ba nam t6i.” Saha du tré dé nam
trong ké hoach d6 nhung nhitng chan thwong lién tiép kéo dai khién toi khong thé
lam khac di.

Cau ay dau kho dén mic da c6 y dinh gidi nghé. “Cau con tré, dirng dau
hang nhitng chan thwong nay, hdy co6 gang dé trd lai. Chuyén nay sé khong kéo
dai mai dau.” T6i noi véi cau ay nhu thé.

Louis bi dan vat bdi cam giac t6i 16i, luén cho rdng minh da lam ching t6i
that vong. Cau ay da gui cho t6i nhitng tin nhan xin 16i nhw vay. T6i c6 gang chi
ra cho cau 4dy thay tat ca chi la do sy kém may man, va nhitng cau tha xui xéo
nhw vay xudt hién rat nhiéu trong lich st tic cau. Viv Anderson la mot vi du. Khi
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chting t6i xem xét qua trinh thi dau ctia Viv tai Arsenal, ching t6i thdy cdu ta chi
vang mat von ven bon tran dau trong bon nam, ma toan la do bi treo gio. Nhung
khi qua doi ching t6i, Viv chwa bao gio khde khoan that sy! Sau d6 Viv chuyén
tGi Sheffield Wesnesday dwéi dang chuyén nhuwong tw do va da choi & dé sudt ba
nam ma hau nhuw khéng bé 16 mét tran nao! Toi thuong choc cau ta vé chuyén do.
“To6i khong nghi cau muon choi cho ching t6i, phai khong?”. Cau ay la mot co
dong vién cudéng nhiét cta United va ludn wéc ao téa sang tai Old Trafford,
nhung danh bo dé vi chan thwong dau goi dai dang.

Louis biét nhitng chidn thuwong lam giam phong do ctia minh. Cam giac toi
16i xudt phat tir d6. Carlos soan riéng mot chwong trinh huan luyén kéo dai hai
tuan nham gitp cau dy binh phuc hoan toan. Chwong trinh nay do Carlos ty soan
ra theo nhu cau va tinh trang riéng cta Louis. Chung t6i da giai thich diéu nay
trwdc khi tién hanh va cau ay rat hao hirc. Stt bong, qua nguwdi, va cac bai tap thé
lyc déu duge Louis thuce hién rat nghiém tic. Cau ay rat phan khai. Nhung vao
hom thit Sau, trdc ngay dién ra tran dau, Saha roi san tap va bao cau ay cam
thady gi d6 & gan kheo. Chiing t6i chwa bao gi¢ phai doi pho véi mot trudng hgp
dé chan thwong nhw vay, vi vay chiing t6i da ki hgp dong chuyén nhugng Louis
cho Everton vao nam 2008.

Everton cling c6 gang nhu chiing t6i, no Iyc dé Louis ¢6 thé ty tin choi bong
trd lai. Bwdc di nay cé thé gitp cau ay gidi téa nhitng ap lwc ndy sinh tai
Manchester United. Louis 1a mot tién dao trung tdm xuat sac. Trong mua giai
2009-2010, toi nghi doi tuyén Phap that ngd ngan khi khéng dién tén cau dy vao
danh sach cau thu thi dau World Cup.

Khi ban vé nhitng cau tha tré, tinh khi 1a mot yéu t6 khong thé khong dem ra
can nhac. Liéu ho c6 thé dap tng dugc doi hoi cua dong dao c6 dong vién tai Old
Trafford va chiju dugc ap Iyc tir sy thiéu kién nhan cta gidi truyén thong khong?
Ho sé tredng thanh hay thui chot trong mau do United? Ching t6i hiéu dugc qua
trinh tredng thanh cua moi cau tha tré di 1én tr 10 dao tao cia Manchester, nhitng
ngwoi budc ra tr san tap, tir cac doi tré. Tat ca ho déu thé hién niém ty hao khi
gia nhap United.

Ban khong thé bo quén pham chat ctia minh trong phong thay do.

Ban phai mang n6 ra va thé hién trén san bong.

Chung t6i da két thic mua gidi Premier League 2003-2004 & vi tri thit ba
xép sau Arsenal Bat bai nhung gianh dugc chic vo dich tai trdn chung két FA
Cup sau khi danh bai Millwall v6i ti s6 3-0 tai Cardiff. Ronaldo da téa sang trong
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tran d6 v&i ban md& ty so ti* ci danh dau, sau dé6 Van Nisterooy ghi thém hai ban,
mot ban tir chdm phat dén.

Thanh cong nam do6 da bi che phu béi cai chét cia Jimmy Davis do tai nan
giao thong. Jimmy, 21 tudi, la mot trong nhitng chang trai hoat bat va sang sua.
Cau 4y ciling tirng c6 co hoi thé hién minh, va han la sé c6 mot sy nghiép nhat
dinh trong béng da. Chung t6i da cho Watford mwon cau ay. Trén duong téi mot
tran dau tai Old Trafford vao sang thit Bdy, to6i nghe néi tran dau cua Watford
chiéu hom dé da bi hoan lai. Toi khong biét chi tiét sy viéc lam. Sau dé t6i dugc
bdo lai trong tran dau la Jimmy da mat vi tai nan giao thong.

Jimmy la m6t chang trai bé nhé ngoan cuwong va than thién. Nhiéu nguwoi
trong cau lac bo da t6i dw dam tang cdu ay. Hai nam sau, tai mot dam cudi,
dwong nhwr moi cam xtc lai ta vé véi toi. Khi chup anh ngoai san, vi muc s dén
gdp t6i va ndi, “Anh c6 muén di dao mét vong, san tién tham mo Jimmy
khong?”. Bong nhién toi thay én lanh, va that sy dau buon. Jimmy sé lu6n duwgc
twong nho tai Manchester United.
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tam

RONALDO

Cristiano Ronaldo la cau tha tai nang nhat ma t6i tirng huan luyén. Cau ta gioi
hon tat ca nhitng cau tha 16n khac t6i titng dan dat tai United, ma toi thi tirng c6
rat nhiéu cau thu 16n. Nhitng ngudi dat t6i trinh do gan bang Ronaldo la cdp cau
tht thudc 10 dao tao cta cau lac bo: Paul Scholes va Ryan Giggs, vi nhitng déng
gop phi thuwong ctia ho cho Manchester United trong su6t hai thap ky. Sy cong
hién lau dai va bén bi, cling cach cuw xt kiéu mau da lam ho trd nén xudt ching.

Cudi cung ching to6i ciing dé mat thay phu thay ctia minh, Cristiano, vao tay
Real Madrid, nhung ching t6i luon nhin lai quang thdi gian cuing cau ay véi niém
tw hao va long biét on. Trong sau mua giai thi ddu cung ching toi tr nam 2003
dén nam 2009 cau ta da ghi 118 ban trong 292 tran va gianh Champions League,
ba danh hiéu vo6 dich gidi ngoai hang (Premier League), mot cip FA va hai ctp
Lién doan (League Cup). Cau ta ghi ban trong tran chung két Champions League
nam 2008 vai Chelsea tai Moscow va choi tran cudi cho ching t6i 12 thang sau
dé, tran chung két v4i Barcelona tai Rome.

Quang thoi gian dé 1a lic ching t6i chitng kién mot tai nang dac biét né ro
trén san tap Carrington ciing nhw trong doi hinh thi ddu cia MU, gitup d6i vuot
qua giai doan khé khan trong nhitng nam giita thap ky. Chung t6i da giup
Ronaldo tr@ thanh cau thu ctt khéi nhw hién nay, va ngwoc lai cau ta giip ching
toi 1ay lai sy phan khich va niém ty hao cua doi bong Manchester United.

Madrid tra 80 triéu bang tién mat dé c6 dwgc cau ay, va ban c6 biét vi sao
khong? D6 la cach dé cha tich Pérez cta ho 1én tiéng vdi thé gigi, “Ching toi la
Real Madrid, chiing t6i la cau lac bg vi dai nhat.” D6 la mot dong thai thong minh
caa ho, la viéc tuyén bo y dinh ludn theo dudi nhitng cau thu noéi tiéng nhat caa
cuoc choi.

Ramon Calderén, ngwoi tién nhiém cta Pérez, da tuyén bo vao nam truedc do
rang sé c6 mot ngay Cristiano la cau tht cia Real Madrid. Téi biét chdac néu ho
dwa ra 80 triéu bang thi cau dy sé phai ra di. Chung t6i khong thé ngan chan
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mong muon tha thiét ctia cdu ay la trd lai ban ddo Iberia va khoac vao chiéc ao
trang noi tiéng ctia Di Stefano hay Zidane. Thyrc tién huan luyén Ronaldo, cling
nhu céc tai nang khac dén Manchester United khi con & tudi nién thiéu, 1a ban c6
thé giam sat ho trong nhitng nam dau kha thodi mai, vi ho chwa la mét than twgng
toan cau, ho chi dang trén con duong tién bd ma thoi. Nhung khi ho da tré thanh
siéu sao, nhu Ronaldo, ban sé phai ti hoi mot cau ma Carlos Queiroz va t6i luon
tran trg: “Chung ta con gitt dugc Cristiano Ronaldo bao 1au?”

Carlos du doan cyc chinh xac kha nang xdy ra sau nay. Anh noi: “Alex nay,
néu ong c6 duwgc cau ay trong 5 nam, ong da dao duwgc mé vang. Chua tirng cé
tién 16 mot cau tha Bo Dao Nha ra nwdc ngoai thi dau vao nam 17 tudi va ¢ d6 5
nam.” Thyc té viéc chiing t6i da cé Ronaldo trong 6 ndam ding la nhw mot phan
thuwéng thém vay. Trong giai doan d6 chiing ti gianh dwgc mét ctp chau Au va
ba chitc v6 dich Ngoai hang, va t6i cho rang dé la khoan lgi nhuan rat kha.

Khi kha nang Ronaldo r&i khéi cau lac bo gan nhu chac chan, t6i dwa ra mot
théa thudn véi cau ta, nhw gitta nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng véi nhau. Toi dén nha cta
Carlos & B6 Bao Nha dé tim cau thu dang biéu 16 khao khat dén Real Madrid va
néi: “Cau khong thé ra di trong nam nay, khong thé dwgc, nhat la sau khi
Calderén da tiép can van dé theo kiéu d6. T6i biét cau mudn dén Real Madrid.
Nhung t6i tha giét cau con hon ban cau cho ga do6 vao ltic nay. Néu cau thi dau
tot, dirng hanh x ngdc nghéch vGi ching t6i, sau d6 ai d6 dén va dé nghi véi
chiing t6i mot khoan phi chuyén nhwong ky luc thi CLB sé dé cau ra di.” Toi
cling da chuyén thong diép do tGi Jorge Mendes, ngudi dai dién cta cau ta.

T6i da lam rat tot dé tran an cau dy. To6i cho Ronaldo biét 1y do tir chdi ban
cau ta trong nam do6 chi la vi Calderén. To6i néi, “Néu toi lam thé, t6i mat hét
danh dy, mat hét moi thi, va t6i sé khong ban tam néu tham chi phai dé cau ngoi
dy bi. Toi biét chuyén sé khong dén mitc d6, nhung phdi n6i thang than 1a t6i sé
khong dé cau ra di trong nam nay.”

T6i da bao cdo cudc tro chuyén nay véi David Gill, r6i 6ng ta tiép tuc bao
c4o 1én nha Glazer. T6i chac chan rang thong tin do6 ciing sé dén tai nhitng nhan
vat & Real Madrid. Vao thoi diém dé ching t6i chi sg chi tiét vé thoa thuan giira
ching t6i c6 kha nang bi 10 ra ngoai. Chung t6i da canh bao Cristiano vé hau qua
do, va toi khong tin cau dy sé ndi lai véi Real Madrid. Pai dién cta Ronaldo,
Jorge Mendes, la dai dién gioi nhat ma t6i tirng giao dich, t6i phai néi chac nhw
vay. Anh ay rat c6 trach nhiém, cham séc cau thu cia minh dén m6t mic do dang
kinh ngac va rat cong bang vé@i cac cau lac bo. T6i cam nhan anh ta cling s¢
Cristiano dén Tay Ban Nha véi ly do la Real c6 kha nang “nu6t tron” cau ta, va
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sé c6 nhitng ngwdi dai dién khac, nhitng con ngudi khac. T6i nghi Jorge lo sg mat
Cristiano.

Nhitng gi t6i luon nhd vé Ronaldo 1a ngay ca khi c6 mét tran dau té hai, cau
ta van ludn tao ra ba co hoi! Tran nao ciing thé. Hay xem lai bang ghi hinh tat ca
cac tran dau, ban sé khong thé tim dwgc mot trwong hgp nao ma Ronaldo khéng
tao dugc it nhat ba co héi. Cau thu nay s& hitu mot tai nang that kho tin: thai do
khi tap luyén, sttc manh, long can ddm, chai gioi ca hai chan, kha nang danh dau.

Trong nhitng ngay dau, khong chut nghi ngo la cau dy hoi khoe mé mot
chit. Bai hoc dau tién cua cau la van hoa trinh dién trong bong da. Nhitng danh
gia vé Ronaldo duong nhu hoi bat cong. Nhung cau ta da thay doi. Mot khia canh
nhitng ngudi chi trich Ronaldo thwdng 16 di chinh la toc do di chuyén. Khi mot
cau tha chay nhanh dén thé chi can cham nhe vao nguoi, anh ta sé nga kénh ra.
Kha nang thang bang cua con ngwoi khong thé hoan hdo dén mitc c6 thé bao vé
nguoi chay khong nga & mot toc do nhanh bat thuwong. Mot ca hich nhe vao canh
chan hay mot cad thic chd vao hong cling c6 thé lam mat thang bang. Do do, that
la bat cong khi ai d6 khong danh gia cao kha nang gilt thang bang khi chay véi
toc do cao cta Ronaldo.

T6i thira nhan la trong nhitng ngay dau cau dy choi bong kiéu “biéu dién” rat
nhiéu va Carlos phdi vat va vé mat nay. Lic nao anh ciing nhac Cristiano, “Cau
chi 1a cau tha 16n khi moi nguwdi bén ngoai cau lac bé bat dau nhin nhan nhuw thé.
L.a mot cau thu 16n chi riéng véi ching toi tai Manchester United 1a chwa da. Khi
cau bat dau chuyén béng, 1at bong, xuat hién ding lic ma moi ngudi khong thé
“doc” dugc cau, thi do6 1a lic cac cau tha vi dai xuat hién.”

Cac doi thu tirng biét ro cach da cia Ronaldo, cau ta ludn giit rit 1y bong.
Nhung néu nhin lai ban thang cau ay ghi trong tran ban két v&i Arsenal, ban sé
thdy su bién chuyén. MU cé pha phéan cong, Ronaldo danh g6t cho Park Ji Sung:
chiing t6i chi mat 9 gidy dé c6 mdt & vong cam cta doi phwong va dwa bong vao
lwdi.

Do la sy bién chuyén ctia mot cau nho khoe mé, ké chi biét no lwc thuyét
phuc moi ngwdi vé tai nang cta ban than. Pung la nhw vay, rat nhiéu cau thu
thién tai can phai ching té chinh xac 1a ho giéi dén thé nao. Va khong ai c6 thé
ha guc Ronaldo vé diéu nay. Bat ké bi tac bong hay bi pham 16i bao nhiéu lan di
nita, cau ta luon thé hién sy thach thitc: “Anh ban sé khong da bay t6i khoi cudc
choi nay dugce dau. Toi la Ronaldo.” Ronaldo c6 long can dam tuyét voi va sy tw
tin vao kha nang ctia minh. Cau ta ti nang cao ban than, trong tam tri t6i va
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nhitng cau thu khac & United, dén mitc ma nhitng nguwdi xung quanh phai né phuc
cdu ta vé tai nang.

Céac dong doi tai MU doi xt rat t6t vGi Cristiano trén san tap, ho luon giap
cau ta hoc héi. Lic dau, khi bi tac bong trén san tap Carrington, cau ta sé hét 1én
mot tiéng khing khiép “Aaggh!”. Nhung dong doi phdt 10 diéu d6 va “manh tay”
vdi cau ta hon khi tdp. Rat théng minh, ti t* Ronaldo hiéu ra rdng minh khong
nén “kéu gao” qua nhiéu trén san tdp. Mot khi nhan ra cac cau tha khéng san long
lam khan gia nghe minh gao thét va dong kich nghiép dv trén san tap, cau ta da
dirng lai. Qua thoi gian, 16i choi nay dan dan bién mat khoi Ronaldo. Trong mua
giai cudi cung, cau ta c6 phan ng thai qua mot vai lan dé kiém phat, nhung cling
khong nhiéu hon bat cit ai khac. Chi mét lan trong tran gdp Bolton vao nam 2008,
Ronaldo dwoc trong tai “thwéng” cho mot qua phat dén twdng twong, nhung cau
ta da khong hé c6 dong kich dé c6 né. Bo6 chi la mot sai 1am t6i té cua trong tai.
Hau vé Bolton xoac chan tranh bong, ro rang da chan duwgc bong va Ronaldo nga
lén trén. That dang xau ho, khong phai véi Ronaldo, ma la v6i Rob Styles, trong
tai chinh cua tran dau.

Tuy mot s6 doi bong, nhuw Real Madrid hay Arsenal chang han, titng noi
rang ho c6 thé da ky hgp dong véi Ronaldo, nhung thuc t€ thi ching t6i da cé
lién két véi Sporting Lisbon, cau lac bo dau tién cua cau ta @ B6 Dao Nha. Giira
MU va Sporting cé chuwong trinh trao déi cac huan luyén vién. Khi Carlos tir Bo
Pao Nha dén vdi MU nam 2002, anh ay néi vdi t6i, “Co mot cau nhoc ¢ Sporting
ma chting ta can dé mat dén.”

“Ai thé?” Tdi héi, bai vi cé 2-3 nhoc nhu vay.

“Ronaldo,” anh ta ndi. Héa ra la thé, vé Ronaldo thi ching t6i biét rat ro: khi
ay cau ta dang choi ¢ vi tri trung phong. Carlos néi ching t6i can phai hanh dong
sém vi cau bé nay rat dac biét, thé la ching t6i ¢t Jim Ryan dén xem Sporting
Lisbon tap luyén nhw mot phan cta thoéa thuan ho trg lan nhau giita hai cau lac
bo. Khi quay vé, Jim néi, “Ai cha, toi da tim dwogc mot cau thi. Téi nghi ring cau
ta pht hgp hon khi da ¢ canh, nhung hién gio van dang choi trung phong trong
doi tré. Ta khong nén chd dgi qua 1au, dé cau nhéc nay dugc 17 tudi la sé co ai do
danh cwoc vao cau ta mat thoi.”

Vi vay, ching t6i dwa tén cau bé than dong vao cudc ndi chuyén véi
Sporting. Ho tra 10i rang ho muon gitt cau bé thém hai nam nira. T6i dé nghi mot
thoa thuan: Ronaldo ¢ lai Sporting trong khodng thoi gian do, sau dé sé qua Anh.
Tuy nhién, tai thoi diém nay, ching t6i da khong ndéi chuyén véi dai dién hodc
chinh Ronaldo, day hoan toan chi la cudc thao luan gitta hai cau lac bo véi nhau.
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Mua hé nam dé Carlos roi MU dén lam hudn luyén vién cua Real Madrid, va
ching t6i da du dau & My. Peter Kenyon ra di, Juan Sebastian Verén ciing chia
tay doi bong. Mot phan cda lich hoat dong la chung t6i sé dau vdi Sporting
Lisbon tai san van dong madi cua ho, dugc xay dung cho giai vo dich chau Au
EURO 2004.

Vay la ching t6i dén d6. John O’Shea choi ¢ vi tri hau vé phéi. Moi nguoi
ctt khang khang hom do6 da hau vé phai la Gary Neville, nhing chinh xac thi hom
do6 John O’Shea da. Ngay duong chuyén dau tién Ronaldo da khién toi phai gao
1én: “Lay Chda, John, kém chat 1ay né!”

John nhtin vai. Mot cai nhin dau dén va hoang mang hién trén khuén mat
cau ta. Cac cau thu khac ngo6i trong khu viee danh cho ban huén luyén néi: “Quai
quy that, sép oi, cau dy la cau tha ching ta can, chinh cau ay.”

T6i ndi, “Pugc roi. Toi da giai quyét xong viéc ctia cau ta”, c nhu thé hop
dong da ky cach day 10 nam vay! T6i bao Albert, ngudi lo vé trang phuc cta doi,
“Cau chay lén khu cho ngoi ctia cac sép va moi 6ng Kenyon xudng day lic nghi
gitta hai hiép.” Roi do, toi noi véi Peter, “Thé nay nhé, ching ta sé khong roi
khoi cho6 nay cho dén khi ky dwgc hgp dong véi cau bé do.”

Kenyon héi, “Cau ta gioi dén vay sao?”

“John O’Shea bi han quay toi ta kia kia!” t6i n6i. “Ky hgp dong véi cau ay
di.”

Kenyon dén néi chuyén véi nhitng nguwdi ctia Lisbon va xin ho cho phép
thwong lwgng véi Cristiano. Phia Sporting cdnh bao ching t6i rang Real Madrid
da ra gia 8 triéu bang cho cau nhoc.

“Vay thi MU hay dé nghi ho 9 triéu,” t6i noi.

Cung vdi nguodi dai dién, Ronaldo di xuéng cau thang vao mot can phong
nho dé gap ching t6i. Ching t6i néi vdi cau ta rang rat muon ky hop dong dé cau
choi cho Manchester United. Trudc mdt Jorge Mendes, toi noi v&i Ronaldo, “T6i
ndi thang la khong phai tuan nao cau ciing chac chan duwgc ra san, nhung cau sé
trd thanh cau tha cta doi mot MU. T6i khong chit gi nghi ngo vé diéu dé. Cau
ma&i muoi bdy tudi, can c6 thoi gian dé diéu chinh. Ching t6i sé cham lo cho
cau.”

Mot chiéc may bay riéng dwgc thué cho cau ay, me, chi gai, Jorge Mendes
va luat s dé bay qua ngay hom sau. Ching t6i can hoan tat hop dong, moi thi
déu phai nhanh chéng dén t6i da. Trudc day toi da tirng lam cong tac tuyén trach
cau tht mdi, trong nhitng budi sang thit Bay ¢ Glasgow, va t6i luon néi véi cac
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nhan vién lam nhiém vu nay nhw sau: “That la tuyét khi ban c6 thé phat hién
duwgc mot cau thu ma ban biét chac sé ngon lanh.”

Mot dém no, td6i xem bd phim Nanh Trang, chuyén thé tir cuén sach cua
Jack London vé nhitng cudc san vang tai Klondike. Viéc tuyén trach ciing giong
nhv vay: ban ditng xem mét tran ddu vao mét budi sang thit Bdy va ban nhan ra
minh dang xem mot George Best, Ryan Giggs hay Bobby Charlton trong twong
lai. Vang, do6 chinh xac la nhitng gi t6i cam thay ngay hém dé tai Lisbon - mot
phat hién 16n lao.

Thwong vu Ronaldo 1a sy dang trao cam giac phan khich, hado hitc cao nhat
ma toi tirng c6 trong nghé huan luyén. Sat ngay phia sau la cam giac tuyét diéu
toi c6 dugc t thwong vu Paul Gascoigne, nhung vi mot nguyén nhan khac. Dao
d6 Newcastle dang trong cudc chién tru hang va Gascoigne ng6i ngoai vi bi chan
thuwong. Ching t6i da véi ho tai St James’ Park vao ngay thit Hai trong 1é Phuc
Sinh. T6i dé Norman Whiteside va Remi Moses chaoi ¢ trung tdm hang tién vé.
D6 khong hé 1a hang tién vé dé doi pho, doi phuwong khong thé “khiéu vii” trude
cap song ca do. Nhung khi vao san, chinh Gascoigne da xo kim Moses va sau do
Itra qua nhw mét dita tré, ngay triedc mat toi khi d6 dang ng6i trong khu viere danh
cho ban huan luyén, t6i bay ra khai ché ngoi, hét 1én, “Pudi theo ga dé...”

Whiteside va Moses c6 gang tao an twgng véi Gascoigne rang cau ta vira ¢
mot danh gia sai lam nghiém trong. Phai “day d6” chang trai nay do6i chut dé 1ap
lai trat tw chit! Nhung Gascoigne van dé dang vugt qua bon ho.

Chtng t6i da c6 gang hét sitc dé ky hgp dong vdi Paul vao mua hé nam do.
Nhung cudi cuing MU da dé trugt cau tha nay, khi Newcastle ban cdu ta cho
Tottenham. Khi c6 co hoi chitng kién mét tai nang bong da ngay tredc mat, ban
biét minh dang trdi qua mot trong nhitng khoanh khac ma minh luén tim kiém
trong nghiép huan luyén. Chinh cam giac phat hién d6 da thic day t6i co gang dé
ky hgp dong v6i Gascoigne ngay ngay hom ay.

Nguoc lai, véi Ronaldo ching toi da thanh cong: Kenyon da xoay x& dé
hoan thanh théa thuan véi Sporting. T6i caAm nhan dwoc rang Sporting khong
muon ban Ronaldo cho mot cau lac bd Tay Ban Nha. Thoa thuan dugc ky két kha
nhanh chéng, vGi cac diéu khoan bo sung thi cudi cung chi phi da 1én dén 12 triéu
bang. Ngoai ra, con mot diéu kién doc quyén la néu sau nay MU mudn ban
Ronaldo thi Sporting duwgc quyén mua lai. Vai ngay trudce khi ching tdi ban cau
ta cho Real Madrid, ching t6i da thong bao cho Sporting rang ho c6 thé mua
Ronaldo tr¢ lai, nhwng sé phai tén 80 triéu bang. Tat nhién, chang c6 to séc nao
dugc gtri dén chung t6i tir Lisbon.
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Khi Cristiano bat dau cudc song mdi & Cheshire, me va chi géai dén & véi
cau. Diéu do rat tot. Me Cristiano la ngwdi rat quan tam lo lang cho con trai, ba la
mot phu ni t6t bung, thang than, khong chut nao khéach séo hay diéu da. Ba la
ngwoi me rat thwong con. To6i gidi thich v6i Ronaldo rang Lyn va Barry
Moorhouse sé chdam lo moi viéc nha ctra, tai khoan ngan hang v.v... cho gia dinh
cau ta. Chung t6i dwa ho dén mat vai ngo6i nha, rat yén tinh, gan Alderley Edge,
va ho 6n dinh ch6é & mot cach nhanh chéng.

Sau tran dau vdéi Sporting Lisbon, ching t6i tr My trd vé trén chiéc may bay
ma CLB thué ctia Dallas Cowboys trong mua hé. Trong chuyén bay, Ferdinand,
Giggs, Scholes va Neville lién tuc tan dwong Ronaldo “Ky hgp dong vdi cau ta
di, ky ngay di.”

Vi vay, Ronaldo buéc vao san tap MU khi biét rang cac dong doi méi déu
biét vé minh, déu y thitc dugc minh gidi giang ra sao. Toi nghi diéu dé ciing c6
ich.

Cristiano ra mat MU trong tran dau vdi Bolton trén san nha vao ngay 16-8-
2003, tir bang ghé du bi. Cac hau vé Bolton r6i tung lén khi chang trai nay nhap
cudc. Hau vé phdi ctia Bolton ap sat cau ta va doat béng ngay ti khu vuc gitta
san, nhung Cristiano bat day va tiép tuc xin béng, gan nhw ngay lap tiec. “Du thé
nao thi cau ay ciing phai c6 bong,” t6i nghi.

Mot phut sau, chinh cau ta bi kéo nga va MU dugc hwdng mot qua penalty,
nhung Van Nistelrooy sut héng. R6i Ronaldo ty 1én bong bén canh phai, thuc
hién hai qua tat siéu hang vao trong. Scholes dén duwgc mét qud, réi chuyeén tiép
cho Van Nistelrooy; ct sit ctia cau dy bi thi mon do ra va Giggs sut boi vao luéi
ghi ban thit hai. Bam dong khan gia sau khung thanh phan khich c nhw thé Dang
Ctru Thé hién hinh ngay treéc mat ho. Khan giad san Old Trafford xday dwng hinh
twgng nguwoi hung rat nhanh chéng. Ho nhin thdy mot ai d6 lam ho nhdy bat ra
khoi ghé va ngay 1ap titc chon nguwdi nay la cia ho. Ronaldo da tao anh huéng
16n nhéat dén nguwoi ham mo cua Manchester United, nhiéu hon bat ky cau tha
khac ké tir thoi Eric Cantona. Di nhién Cristiano khong thé nao dwgc sung bai
nhw Cantona vi Eric c6 mdt vé ma lyc day thach thitc, nhwng tai nang ctia cau ta
duogc thé hién gan nhw ngay lap tic.

Ban thang Ronaldo ghi trong trdn ban két Champions League tai Arsenal
nam 2009 khang dinh kha nang choi phan cong tuyét voi ctia cdu ta. Trai bong
dwgc chuyén tit Park dén Rooney réi Ronaldo vdi téc do nhanh khing khiép. T6i
lu6n néi véi Ronaldo, “Khi cdu dang huwéng dén khung thanh déi phwong, hay sai
buwdc dai ra.” Bang viéc sai bwdc dai, mot cau tha sé ty lam chdm minh lai va
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nang cao kha nang chon ding thoi diém. Khi dang guong chan lién tuc, co thé
ban it cé sy phoi hgp, nhung khi cht dong lam cham guéng may co thé, ban sé
tao co hoi tot hon cho ndo bg. Cristiano da lam ding nhu thé, ban hay nhin ma
Xem.

Vao mua xuan trede tran chung két Cup FA nam 2004 ¢ Cardiff, noi ma
chiing t6i danh bai Millwall 3-0, Walter Smith, nguwdi méi vé lam trg ly cho t6i
trong thang Ba, hdi t6i veé trinh do tai nang khac nhau cta tat ca cac cau thu trong
doi.

“Con vé Ronaldo,” 6ng ta hoi. “Cau ay gioi dén thé sao?”

T6i no6i ngay, “Pung, gioi dén mic khong thé tin dugc. Ngay ca trong cac
pha khong chién. Cau ta danh dau rat tuyét.”

Sau d6 Walter ngap nging néi véi t6i, “Ong néi véi toi 1a Ronaldo choi dau
rat tuyét. Nhung toi chi thdy cau ta danh dau trén san tap, ch c6 lam vay khi thi
dau dau!”

Thit Bay do, trong tran gap Birmingham, Ronaldo da ghi ban bang ct danh
dau siéu hang. T6i quay sang Walter, 6ng ta chi néi, “T6i biét, t6i biét r6i!”.

T6i da xem Millwall danh bai Sunderland trong tran ban két va néi véi cac
dong su, “Nay, Tim Cabhill choi khong té day chit!”. Cau tha khéng may cao to
nay c6 kha nang khong chién rat t6t. Khong c6 tai nang diéu khién qua boéng,
nhung cau dy lién tuc gay kho khan cho doéi phuwong. Vao thoi diém do, co thé
mua Cahill v&i gia chi khoang mot triéu bang, va co 1é cau ta sé ghi dwgc nhiéu
ban thdng néu thi ddu trong mot doi bong tot. Dennis Wise ddc biét rat mau Itra
trong tran dau d6. C6 kha nhiéu cau thu bé nhé hung han nhuw anh chang nay
trong nhitng nam qua, dang do6i tha khién ban nghi rang, “Lay Chua, con wéc
minh van con choi bong dwge.” Co rat nhiéu nguwdi sé néi giong nhuw thé vé
Dennis Wise va 16i da tho bao cua anh ta. Thoi treéc, mét cau tha da xau nhw
Wise sé khong bao gio c6 thé ton tai dugc, toi chac chan nhuw thé.

Néu khéo 1éo, ban c6 thé tranh dwgc cac pha choi ban trong cac tran dau
ngay nay. Wise rat giéi ngang chan, vao bong tring doi tha. Han rat thao céc tro
ctia minh. Trong béng da hién dai rat khé dé chi ra nhitng cau tha la con dé thyc
su: nhitng ké ra san chi dé 1am dau ngudi khac. Nhung diéu nay hau nhw khong
quan trong, vi Ronaldo da huy diéet Millwall ngay hom do.

V& kich chinh tri ctia ching t6i v6i Ronaldo tit nhién la @ World Cup 2006,
khi cdu nhay mat vé phia bang ghé dv bi ctia B6 Pao Nha sau khi Wayne Rooney
da giam lén Ricardo Carvalho va bi du6i khoi san sau dé. Biéu nay nhanh chéng
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lam rd 1én kha nang hai ngoi sao nay bat hoa dén mitrc d6 ho khéng bao gio c6 thé
choi ciing nhau duwgc nita. Nhung Rooney da “cttu v6t” Ronaldo khoi sy c6 nay,
cau ta that tuyét voi. Trong ky nghi, t6i da nhan tin cho Rooney va yéu cau cau ta
goi cho t6i. Rooney bén dé nghi lam mot cudc phong van chung dé chirng té
khong con gi khiic mac giita cau ta va Ronaldo nita.

Ngay hom sau t6i chuyén dé nghi trén dén Mick Phelan, va 6ng ta nghi cach
gidi quyét nay c6 thé trong nhw hoi guwong ép va gia tao. Toi ciing dong y nhu
vay. Tuy thé, chinh sy rong lwong cia Rooney la diéu lam Ronaldo rét an twgng.
Ronaldo c6 1é twdng rang khong thé trd lai Manchester dwoc nita, rang minh da di
qua xa va bao chi sé giét minh. Rooney goi cho Ronaldo vai lan dé tran an. Thyc
ra, day khong phai la lan dau tién hai cau tha dong doi ¢ United dung do nhau
trén dau treong quoc té. Toi sé dwa ban trd lai trdn doi tuyén Scotland gap doi
tuyén Anh vao nam 1965, do la tran dau dau tién cua Nobby Stiles cho doi Anh.
Denis Law dang ditng trong hang ngii doi Scotland thi Nobby dén bén anh ay va
néi, “Chic moi chuyén tot dep, Denis.” Chang la Nobby von rat than tuwgng
Denis. Va.... trtdc sy ngac nhién cua Nobby, than twong noi, “Cut me may khoi
day di, thang nguwdi Anh kia!”.

bung la Ronaldo da chay dén trong tai dé gay sic ép cho Rooney, nhung
diéu nay rat pho bién trong béng da hién dai. Lic ay han Ronaldo chi suy nghi
dén mot diéu - lam moi cach dé gianh chién thang cho doi tuyén Bo Pao Nha.
Cau ta khong hé nghi dén viéc phai thi dau cho Man United trong mua giai tgi!
D6 1a mot tran ddu & World Cup, va Cristiano da hoi tiéc. Khi chiing t6i dén gap,
ro rang Ronaldo da hiéu nhitng anh hwdng cua s c6 nay. Cai nhay mat da bi dién
dich sai. Huan luyén vién da bao cau tranh xa moi rac roi, vi vay cai nhay mat
khong phai dé truyén dat sy thich chi dén bang ghé dw bi la cau ta c6 gép phan
trong viéc Rooney bi dudi. T6i tin Ronaldo khi cau ta néi ctr chi ctia minh khong
hé ngu y “T6i x* xong han ro6i, han sé bi du6i khoi san”.

Ching t6i gdap nhau an trwa tai mot biét thy & Bo Pao Nha. Jorge Mendes
cling c6 mdt. Nhitng cudc dién thoai tit Rooney da gitip Ronaldo thay doi suy
nghi va thoai mai hon. T6i néi véi Cristiano, “Cau la m6t trong nhitng cau tha
diing cdm nhat tirtng dén v6i Manchester United, nhung rdi di ldc nay la hén
nhat.” T6i dan ra truong hgp Beckham vao nam 1998, “Chuyén khi d6 giong y
nhw bay gio. Nguwoi ta tham chi con treo hinh ndm ctia cau ta bén ngoai cac quan
rvou 6 London, c nhw David la quy hién hinh vay. Nhung Beckham da du can
dam dé vugt qua tat ca nhirng diéu ay.”
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Tran dau dau tién ctia Beckham sau sy c6 do6 la tran gap West Ham - noi toi
té nhat dé dén sau chuyén kich tinh dén thé véi doi tuyén Anh - nhung David da
choi rat tuyét. T6i noéi véi Ronaldo, “Cau phai viegt qua chuyén nay.” Tran ké tiép
tai London ctia Ronaldo la gap Charlton vao dém thit Tw. T6i bat dau tir 6 danh
cho giam doc, noi c6 mot ga cta doi nha gao thét lang ma nhitng cau khong thé
tin néi. “E, thdng ch6 Bo Pao Nha khon kiép” chi 1a mét trong nhitng cau lich su
nhdt ctia han ta. Nam phut tredce khi két thiic hiép mot, Ronaldo nhan boéng, di
béng qua bon cau thu va sit tring mép dwdi xa ngang. Ga kia lic nay khong nhao
ra khéi ghé nita, han nhw bong bi xi hoi. C6 1€ han nghi tiéng thét chii da lam
tang dong lyc cho Ronaldo!

Ronaldo r6i cling 6n, khdi dau mua giai t6t va quan hé vGi Rooney rat hoa
thuan. Cac chang thanh nién ma, ho han sé dung do véi nhau déi lic thoi! DBang
nao thi Rooney ciing sé bi du6i khéi san, hon nita, si can thiép ctia Ronaldo trong
pha béng d6 chang cé may tac dung 1én quyét dinh cua trong tai. T6i thay nhe
nhom khi sy c6 troi qua va ching toi c6 thé giir cau ay & lai doi, roi tiép tuc tién
lén va gianh chién thang trong tran chung két Champions League nam 2008 tai
Moscow.

Trong mua he ndm 2012, t6i tham dy mot chuwong trinh hoi dap véi nguoi
dan chuong trinh Dan Walker cia BBC, cung Peter Schmeichel va Sam
Allardyce. Mot ngwoi héi, “Ai la cau thu giéi hon, Ronaldo hay Messi?”. Cau tra
10i cda t6i 1a, “Ronaldo c6 thé hinh t6t hon so v&i Messi, khong chién t6t hon,
thudn ca hai chan va nhanh hon. Trong khi d6, Messi c6 diéu gi d6 gan nhw ma
thuat khi anh ta c6 bong trong chan: giong nhw la qua bong roi xuéng chiéc ném
16ng vii vay. Kha nang giir thang bang cda cau thu nay that ghé gém.”

Schmeichel nghi Ronaldo c6 thé choi tot trong mot ddi bong kém, con
Messi thi khong. D6 1a mot quan diém kha cong bang. Nhwng Messi van sé tao ra
nhitng khoanh khic tuyét v&i khi béng dén chan minh. Y cuia Peter Schmeichel
la: Messi phu thudc vao viéc Xavi va Iniesta diéu bong cho cau ta. Ronaldo ciling
twong tw nhu thé, cac dong doi can phdi cung cap bong cho cau ta. Trong tat ca
nhitng lan dwgc hoi, toi déu khong thé tra 16i dit khoat ai 1a cau tha giéi hon, bai
ha Ronaldo hay Messi xuéng vi tri thit hai cling déu la mét sai lam!

Vi cé nhan t6i, diéu khong kém quan trong so vGi phong do va nhitng man
trinh dién xuat sidc cua Ronaldo trong mau do United la viéc ching t6i van gitt
moi quan hé tot dep sau khi cau ta chuyén sang Madrid. D6 qua la mot cai két vui
vé trong cudc choi cia nhitng moi quan hé nhat thoi.
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chin

KEANE

Roy Keane la mau cau thu tran day nang lwgng, long quyét tam, nhiét huyét
va c6 kha nang choi béng ciing nhu doc tran dau mot cach day ban nang. Cau ay
la ngwdi c6 anh hwdng manh mé nhat trong phong thay d6 thdi gian ching toi
lam viéc cung nhau. Roy da gitip d& t6i rat nhiéu trong viéc duy tri sy hang hai
cta cac cau thu trong phong thay do & mitc cao nhat. Mot huan luyén vién trudng
khong bao gio c6 thé xem nhe sy gitp d& nhw vay tir mét cau thua.

Tuy nhién khi Roy r&i United vao thang 11-2005, mdi quan hé caa chuing t6i
da bi ran ndt. T6i c6 nhitng quan diém rat o6 rang vé chudi sy kién dwa cau ay
dén quyét dinh gia nhap Celtic. Nhung trwdc hét téi phai ndi 1o tai sao Roy lai la
dong luc to 16n thiic day cau lac bo nhu vay.

Néu Roy Keane nghi ban chwa no luwc hét sitc, cau ay sé ngay lap tirc xuat
hién va khién ban phai lam hét sitc minh. Nhiéu cau tha da phai doi mat véi
chuyén nay va ho chang thé tron di dau dwgc. Toi chwa bao gid nghi diéu do la
xau ca. Dudi thoi cda t0i, cac ca nhan manh mé déng gop nhiéu nhat vao viéc
hinh thanh 16i choi ctia doi. Bryan Robson, Steve Bruce, Eric Cantona: nhitng cau
tha nay 1a nhitng ngwoi thé hién va trién khai y chi ctia huan luyén vién truéng va
cau lac bo.

Khi t6i con la cau thd, cac huan luyén vién hiém khi chat van cac cau tha vé
cac tinh huoéng ngay sau tran dau. Thuong thi trong phong tam, chinh cac cau thu
khac la nhitng ngwoi dau tién néi vé cac tinh huéng nay. Hoac ngay khi dang tam,
cac cau thu sé chat van nhau: “Cau da bo 16 co hoi do, cau thé nay, cau thé kia...”

La mot cau thu, t6i ludn phan nan véi cac hau vé va thu mon vé cac ban
thua. Vi vay toi biét néu t6i bo 1& mot co hdi ngon an thi cling sé nhan dugc
nhitng 10i phan nan twong tw, cé khi con chua cay hon, tir nhitng cau thu phong
ngy ma tredce do téi da chi trich. Khi néi thang noi that thé nao cling cé rti ro.
Ngay nay, cac hudn luyén vién tredng luon luon cé budi néi chuyén sau tran dau.
Néu ho muén phan tich, chi trich hay khen nggi ai do, huan luyén vién luén c6
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mot thoi gian dé lam nhitng viéc d6 ngay sau tiéng coi két thiic tran dau: chi 10
dén 15 phit nhung c6 thé tao ra dnh hwéng 16 rang.

Roy ciing da c6 nhitng mau thuan, nhitng xich mich véi ngwoi khac khi co
gang ap dat y chi ctia minh 1én doi bong. Cé lan khi t6i bwdc vao phong thay do,
Roy va Ruud van Nistelrooy dang & d6 va x6ng vao nhau. Cac cau thu khac phai
c6 1dm méi tach ho ra dwoc. It ra 1a Van Nistelrooy da c6 du diing khi dé déi mat
vdi Roy, bdi khong phai ai cling dam lam diéu d6. Roy Keane la ngwoi dit ton,
hung han, kiéu ngwdi khi n6i gian sé tdn cong ngudi khac.

T6i cting véi Carlos Queiroz tin rang cach cuw x¥ cia Roy Kean thay doi khi
cau ay nhan ra minh da khéng con la Roy Keane ctia ngay tride. Ca hai chiing toi
déu chac chan vé diéu dé. Vi tin rang Keane mat di mét phan sitc manh va phong
do do chan thuwong va tudi tac, ching toi da c6 gang diéu chinh pham vi hoat
dong cua cau dy trén san, vi 1gi ich cia Roy ma ciing vi 1gi ich cta toan doi.

Ching t6i da tht diéu chinh vai tro cia Keane bang cach khuyén cau ay
khong nén bao san va dang Ién nhiéu nita. Moi khi dong doi c6 bong, Roy luon
muodn ho chuyén cho minh. That dang ngudng mo. Truyén thong tai United 1a khi
chiing t6i c6 bong, toan doi sé di chuyén va tat ca cac cau tht khac déu ho trg tan
cong. O tudi ctia Roy thi khéng nén tham gia vao céc tinh huéng dé, nhung cau
ay khong thé chap nhan thuec té phii phang dé.

T6i nghi Keane c6 thé hiéu duwgce sy that ching t6i ndi vdi cau ta, nhung lai
khong dam tin vi s¢ anh hwéng dén niém kiéu hanh ctia minh. Cau ay la cau tha
séng voi nhitng niém dam mé cda riéng minh. O mua giai truge khi roi doi,
Keane bat dau cho thdy sy xuéng doc vé thé luyc khi khong thé quay vé dé lam
tron nhiém vu phong ngy nita. Cau ay khong con 1a chinh minh nita - nhung biét
lam sao dwgc, sau nhitng ca phau thudt hong, phau thuat day chang chéo dau goi,
va phai thi dau qua nhiéu nhitng tran dau quyét liét trong mot thoi gian dai?

Nguon nang lwvong Roy tda ra trong cac tran dau that dang kinh ngac, nhung
khi ban buéc vao tudi 30 that khé dé hiéu dwgce ban sai lam & dau. Ban khong thé
thay doi dwgc thit ban chat da dwa ban dén qua nhiéu thanh cong. R6i dén lic moi
th tré nén ro rang: chung t6i khong con mot Roy Keane nhu ngay xwa nita!

Gidi phap cua ching t6i 1a bao Keane choi chét & khu vie gitta san. Cau ay
c6 thé kiém soét tran dau tai do. Toi tin rang Roy hiéu rd diéu nay hon ai hét,
nhung don gian la cau thay khong muon minh phai tir bo vai tro tha linh caa doéi
bong.
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D6 1a mot cau chuyén dai. Két cuc Keane roi doi va gia nhap Celtic. Cau ay
nghi minh la Peter Pan, nhung trén doi nay lam gi c6 ai la Peter Pan! Ryan Giggs
la nguwoi gan nhat véi hinh twgng tré mdi khong gia dé, nhung Ryan chwa bao gio
dinh nhitng chan thwong nghiém trong. Roy thi bi vai lan. Van dé & hong la mot
trong nhitng chan thwong khién thé lwc cta cau ay tut giam nhiéu nhat.

Mau thuan 16n dau tién giy ra do vo trong moi quan hé cta chiing t6i nay
sinh ngay trvdc thém mua gidi 2005-2006, trong chuyén di cta ching t6i dén mot
khu huén luyén tai B6 Pao Nha. Y tuwéng ndy 1a cia Carlos Queiroz va ong ay da
dwa chung t6i dén mot dia diém tuyét voi: Vale do Lobo. Day la mot dia diém
hoan toan riéng biét, v4i cac san tap, phong gym va nhitng ngoi nha nho. Moi thw
déu hoan hao doi vdi cac cau tha.

T6i dén day sau khi két thic ky nghi he tai Phap. Tat ca doi ngli nhan vién
va cau tha déu thodi mai trong nhitng can biét thy. Nhuwng mot tin rat xdu dang
cho don t6i. Carlos dang trai qua mot con ac mong mang tén Roy.

T6i hoi van dé la nhw thé nao. Carlos giai thich rang Roy nghi nhitng can
biét thy & Vale do Lobo khong du tiéu chuan va khong muon & day. Theo Carlos,
Roy ti* choi can dau tién bédi trong dé6 c6 mot phong khong c6 diéu hoa. Can thi
hai ciling gap phai van dé twong ty. Can thit ba, theo t6i thay, la mot can nha tuyét
voi, nhung Roy khong mudn ¢ d6. Cau ay mudn & khu nghi dudng Quinta do
Lago canh do cung v6i gia dinh.

bém dau tién, ching t6i t6 chitc mot budi tiéc thit nwéng tai san trong cta
khach san. Roy lai gan t6i va bao can néi chuyén.

“Roy, thoi nao, khong phdi bay gio. Ching ta sé néi chuyén vao sang mai,”
toi noi.

Sang hom sau, sau budi tap, t6i kéo cau ay ra no6i chuyén riéng. “Chuyén gi
vay Roy?” t6i bat dau. “T6i da xem qua cac can nha, ching 6n ma.”

Roy bat dau noi dién 1én, ké ra mot loat nhitng 10i phan nan, trong do6 di
nhién cé ca van dé vé may diéu hoa. Sau do6 cau ay bat dau noi vé Carlos, dai loai
“Tai sao chung ta lai chuan bi mua gidi m@i ¢ day?” v.v... va ct tiép tuc nhuw thé.
T4t ca déu la nhitng 15i chi trich. Chuyén dé khién moi quan hé cua ching téi trd
nén cang thang. Roy da trd nén qua tach biét trong chuyén di do. Toi rat that
vong. Carlos da co hét sttc dé chuan bi chuyén di cho moi nguai.

Khi chuyén di két thic, toi kién quyét goi cho bang dwgc Roy tdi van phong
dé xin 16i Carlos. Cau ta nhat quyét khong lam vay.

Khi chiing t6i cdi nhau vé van dé nay, Roy noi véi toi, “Ong thay doi roi.”
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T6i tra 101 voi Roy, “Roy, t6i sé phdi thay doi th6i, hom nay khong phai hom
qua. Chung ta dang song & thé gidi khac véi ngay hom qua. Ching ta cé cac cau
tha dén tir hai muoi quoc gia khac nhau ¢ day. Cau bao t6i da thay doi? Toi hy
vong vay. Toi sé chang bao gio ton tai dugc néu khong thay doi.”

Cau ay néi tiép, “Ong khong con nhu trueée nita.”

Chung t6i da c6 mot cudc tranh luan ndy ltta. Mot cudc tro chuyén thuc su.
T6i néi rang cau ay da hanh x sai. “Cau la doi trwdng. Cau da khong cé trach
nhiém vé&i cac dong doi cia minh. Chung t6i khong yéu cau cau phai ¢ trong mot
tup léu t6i tan. Nhitng can nha do rat tot. Rat tién nghi.”

Cam giac kho chiu da khong hé giam di, va roéi ran nit trong moi quan hé
cta chung toi bat dau twr thoi diém do. Sau do la vu phéng van trén kénh MUTY,
Roy da cong khai chi trich mot s6 cau tha tré khong hoan thanh nhiém vu cta ho.
Chung t6i c6 mot bang phan cong trd 16i phong van trén kénh MUTYV, va hom dé
tGi lwgt ctia Gary Neville. Vao hom thit Hai sau khi thi ddu véi Middlesbrough,
toi khong quan tdm 1am khi mét nhan vién phu trach bao chi cho biét Roy dang
trd 10i phong van thay vi Gary. Chuyén dé khong quan trong lam déi vdi toi.

Nhung ro rang Roy da chi trich cac cau thu khac vé tran dau ngay thit Bay
rat nang né. Vao khoang 4 gio chiéu, t6i nhan dwgc mot cudc goi tai nha, “Anh
phéi xem cai nay.”

Trong cudc phéng van, Roy m6 td Kieran Richardson la mot hau vé lwoi
biéng. Cau ay dat ra cau haéi “Tai sao moi ngudi & Scotland Iic nao cling ca ngoi
Darren Fletcher” va néi vé Rio Ferdinand nhu sau: “Pugc tra lwong mot tram hai
muoi ngan bang moi tuan va choi t6t trong hai muwoi phiit tran dau véi Tottenham
khong thé bién ai dé thanh siéu sao.”

Van phong bao chi cua doi da goi ngay cho David Gill. Moi nguoi cho toi
dwa ra quyét dinh phai lam gi vGi doan bang do6. “Pugc réi, mang doan bang nay
t6i van phong cta t6i ngay mai cho t6i xem,” t6i nai.

Chta oi! That khong thé tin dugc. Keane da lang ma moi nguwdi. Darren
Fletcher, Alan Smith va Van der Sar, tat ca déu la nan nhan cta cau ta.

Tuan d6 khong dién ra tran dau nao va theo lich t6i sé t6i tham hoc vién
bong da cua cau lac bo ¢ Dubai. Sang hom dé Gary Neville goi cho toi tw phong
thay do cua cac cau thu va muon téi dén do. Khi qua dé t6i hy vong Roy da xin
16i moi nguoi. T6i ngdi xuéng cho cia minh. Gary nhanh chéng thong bao céac
cau tha cam thdy khong thodi mai véi budi tap. Toi khong thé tin vao tai cua
minh nita. “Cau ndi gi?” t6i hoi. Roy c6 tam anh hwéng to 16n trong phong thay
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do6 va toi tin rdng cau ta da st dung anh hwdng dé dé xoay chuyén tinh hudng &
day. Nghe nay, Carlos Queiroz la mot huan luyén vién tuyét voi va chuyén
nghiép. C6 thé 6ng ay hay 1ap lai mot so bai tap, nhung dé 1a cach ngudi ta tao ra
cac cau thu chuyén nghiép: bién k¥ nang va sttc manh thanh théi quen cta cac
cau thu.

T6i phai lam cho ho hiéu. “Cau kéo t6i xuong day chi dé phan nan vé budi
tap? Cau thoi ngay di, tat ca cac cau... Cac cau nghi minh dang néi chuyén vai
ai?” Va sau do toi bo ra ngoai.

Sau do, Roy dén gap t6i va toi lién no6i vdi cau ta, “To6i biét chuyén gi da xay
ra.” Va t6i bat dau no6i vé doan bang. “Nhitng gi cau néi trong budi phéng van dé
that dang ho then, d6 1a mét tro hé. Cau chi trich cac dong d6i cia minh va mudén
ca thé gigi biét?”

Roy dé nghi ching t6i cho cac cau tha khac xem doan bang va ty ho quyét
dinh xem cdu ta ding hay sai. T6i dong y va da cho goi ca doi cung xem doan
bang. David Gill khi &y ciing & trong toa nha nhung tit chéi xem cung. Ong ay
nghi dé cho t6i gidi quyét la tot nhat. Nhung Carlos va toan thé nhan vién déu cé
mat dé xem.

Tiép dé Roy hdi cac cau thu khac xem ho cé y kién gi vé doan bang minh
vira xem khong.

Edwin ditng day va néi Keane lam nhv vay la da vuot qua gidi han. Thé la
Roy bat dau tan cong Edwin. “Cau nghi cau la ai, cau thi biét gi vé Manchester
United?”. Van Nistelrooy, véi tinh cach cia minh, da ding vé phia Van der Sar va
ung ho cau ay. Roy lai chuyén miii dui sang Ruud. Sau d6é cau ta cong kich
Carlos. Nhung phan “tot dep” nhat thi Roy danh cho t6i.

“Ong dé cudc song ca nhan ctia minh dnh hudng dén ddi bong chi vi cudc
tranh cdi vGi Magnier*”, cau ta noi.

bén lic do, cac cau tha bat dau bo ra ngoai. Lan luwgt la Scholes, Van
Nistelrooy, Fortune.

Thit dang s¢g nhat & Roy chinh la miéng luwdi. Ciu ta c6 thé néi ra nhitng
diéu ghé gdm nhat ma ban c6 thé hinh dung ra dugc. Roy c6 thé khién nguoi tw
tin nhat qua dat nay phai nhut chi chi trong vai gidy véi miéng lwdi ctia minh.
Th ma t6i dé y nhat khi tranh cai véi cau ta ngay hom do la mat cau ta. Ching
bat dau nho lai, tham chi chi con la nhitng cham den. That dang sg. Va t6i la
nguoi xuat x& tr Glasgow.
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Sau khi Roy ra vé, Carlos thdy t6i rat buon. Chwa bao gio trong cudc doi cta
minh 6ng dy chitng kién mot canh twgng nhw vay. Carlos goi do 1a hinh anh toi té
nhat trong lich sit mot cau lac bo bong da chuyén nghiép. “Cau ta can roi khoi
day, Carlos,” t6i n6i. “Hoan toan dung vay,” Carlos néi. “Tong khit cau ta di ngay
thoi.”

T6i vang mat tai cau lac b cho dén tan tht Tw sau do, nhung t6i da goi cho
David Gill tir Dubai va néi, “Chiing ta can phai loai bé Roy.” Ong dy néi sau
nhitng li do ma t6i da trinh bay, khong con lwa chon nao khéac. David bao can néi
chuyén vdi nha Glazer trudc, va ho da dong thuan. Toi dong y v6i David Gill sé
thanh toan day da hop dong cua Roy va bao dam danh tiéng cho cau ay. Sé khong
ai c6 thé ndi ching t6i bat cong véi Roy.

Khi t6i trd vé tit Trung Pong, David thong bao cho toi biét nha Glazer da
ghé qua vao thit Sau, va 6ng ay da goi cho Michael Kennedy hen gdp. Chting toi
moi Michael va Roy vao phong hop va dwa ra quyét dinh cua cau lac bo, tat ca
cac chi tiét déu dwoc trinh bay ro.

Sau nay Roy da réu rao rang cau ta thit vong vi cai cach toi két thic sy
nghiép cda cdu ta tai Manchester United. Nhung sau lan do v& ban dau, toi da
xong viéc v6i Roy. Toi khong muén phai gay han gi vGi cdu ta hay dinh liu gi
nira.

T6i ra san tap va thong bao cho céac cau thu. Tat ca déu bi soc.

Trong sy nghiép lam huan luyén vién ctia minh, nhitng gidy phut khién toi tw
hao nhat 1a nhitng khi t6i nhanh chéng ra quyét dinh dya trén cac thyc té€ khong
thé choi cai va niém tin manh liét. T6i c6 thé thay rd rang minh phai lam gi dé
day lui khing hoang. Néu t6i lang tranh chuyén nay, Roy sé c6 thém sitc manh
trong phong thay do, c6 thém li do dé cho rang minh ding va cé thém thdoi gian
dé thuyét phuc moi ngwdi minh da hanh x ding dan. Nhung thiye sy thi cau ta da
sai. Nhitng diéu Roy lam hoan toan sai lam.

C6 rat nhiéu thi dé nhin lai, qua nhiéu 1i do dan dén ngay Roy Keane trd
thanh mot cyu cau tha Manchester United. Dang ké nhét la ngay trudc thém
World Cup 2002, Roy da tiv y bay vé nha sau mot vu lum xum véi Mick
McCarthy, huan luyén vién trieédng ctia doi Cong hoa Ireland.

Martin em trai t6i da dén don t6i di an vao cudi tuan nhan dip sinh nhat lan
th 60 cta t6i. Tai bita t6i t6i khong mang theo dién thoai, nhung Martin c6
mang, va khi ching t6i roi nha hang, dién thoai cia Martin d6 chuéng. D6 la
cudc goi ctia Michael Kennedy va 6ng ay dang c6 gang lién lac vdi t6i. Micheal
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noéi rd la da c6 mot vu 16n x0n ¢ Saipan, noi doi Ireland dén dé chuan bi cho
chién dich World Cup. “Anh can phaéi néi chuyén vdi cau ta. Anh la nguwoi duy
nhat cau ta nghe 10i,” Michael néi. T6i cam thay bé tac. T6i chwa hiéu Michael
cudng 1én vi chuyén gi nita. Ong dy ké cho t6i nghe vé vu xung dot gitta Roy véi
Mick McCarthy. So dién thoai Michael cho t6i khong lién lac dugc nén téi da bao
Roy goi cho toi.

Giong ctia Keane vang lén trong dién thoai. “Roy, cau dang nghi cai quai gi
vay?” Roy da trat hét sy bat binh ctia minh vé McCarthy. T6i n6i, “Binh tinh.
MGt 16i khuyén nhé thoi. Cau sé khong thé tiép tuc cho con di hoc moi ngay néu
dé chuyén lum xtm nay xdy ra. Nghi cho gia dinh minh di. Sé khung khiép 1am
ddy. Néu dé moi thit xay ra nhw vay thi d6 sé la cau chuyén am 1 nhat mua he nay,
sé 6n ao hon ca tran chung két World Cup nita day!”

Roy biét t6i néi ding. T6i bdo cdu ta vé lai doi tuyén gap McCarthy, chi hai
nguoi thoi, gidi quyét cho xong viéc nay va bao huan luyén vién tredng minh sé
thi ddu. Roy da dong y lam nhw vay. Nhung tGi Iic cau ay quay lai, Mick da to
chitc mot budi hop bao giai thich chuyén gi dang dién ra. Va thé la chang con co
hoi cho Roy chudc 16i nita.

Toi da bao vé Roy dén cung vi Roy choi cho Manchester United, noi c6
nhitng tiéu chuan hang dau thé gigi. Phai tGi mot san tap khong dat chuan, thiéu
dung cu, that dé hiéu tai sao Roy cam thdy buc bgi. Va véi vai tro 1a doi trwdng
cau ay co6 li do dé phan nan. Nhwng cau hoi can dat ra la: dau la gigi han cua
nhitng 10i than phién d6?

Du diéu kién & Han Quoc to6i nhw thé, nhung 1€ ra Roy khong nén gian dir
dén nhv vay. Nhung Roy la nhw vay, ludn 1a nguoi thiéu kiém soéat, luon day moi
su di dén tan cung...

T6i ludn ludn bao vé cac cau thu cia minh va Roy khong phai la ngoai lé.
D6 la cong viéc cta to6i. Chinh vi li do d6 ma t6i khong thé xin 16i vi nhitng lan
toi dirng 1én bao vé ho, ngay ca khi cé du ly do dé khong lam nhw vay! Nhiéu lan
toi tw hoi, “Chda oi, minh dang nghi gi thé nay?” Cathy ciing hay héi t6i nhw vay.
Nhung t6i khong thé khong & ctung phe véi cau tha ctia minh. T6i luén phai tim
giai phap khéc thay cho viéc khién trach cac cau tha truwdc cong chiing. Tét nhién
doi Iuc toi cling phai tritng phat ho, nhung khong bao gio t6i dé nhitng chuyén do6
lot ra ngoai phong thay d6 ctia CLB. Lam nhw thé thi t6i sé cam thdy vi pham
nguyén tac bat di bat dich cuda t6i trong cong viéc huan luyén: doé la che ché, bao
vé hoc tro cua minh. Khéng han la che chd, ma la bao vé ho trueéc nhitng 10i chi
trich.
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Trong bong da hién dai, sy noi tiéng c6 thé vugt qua quyén lyc cia huan
luyén vién trwdng. O thoi cta toi, ban sé khong bao gid ddm hé rang bat c 10i
nao vé huan luyén vién treang, vi chong lai huan luyén vién la chét! Trong nhitng
nam sau nay, toi thuwong xuyén nghe thay viéc cac cau thu chéng lai cac huan
luyén vién, va ho con nhan dugc sy ing ho ctia cong chiing va tham chi la cau lac
bd. Céc cau thu sé ké vdi bat ct ai mudn nghe sy bat man cia ho. Huan luyén
vién thi khong nhw vay, bdi ho phai ganh véac nhiéu trach nhiém hon.

T6i nghi Roy da nhan ra cau ay dang di dén diém két thiic caa sy nghiép cau
tha va bat dau nghi cau dy la mot huan luyén vién. Roy cho rang minh c6 trach
nhiém quan ly cdc cau thd, nhung cong viéc quan ly khong phdi la 1én kénh
truyén hinh ctia Manchester United va chi trich dong d6i cia minh!

Bang cach ngan budi phong van dé dugc phéat séng ra ngoai, chung t6i da
giup Roy khong bi mat di sy ton trong ctia moi nguwdi trong phong thay do.
Nhwng khi budi hop trong phong t6i dién bién cang thang nhw vay, thi dé chinh la
sw két thic cua cau ta.

biéu ma t6i khong bao gid cho phép la sy mat kiém soat, kiém soat ludn la
ciu canh duy nhat cua téi. Nhw v4i David Beckham, t6i hiéu gidy phut mot cau
tha bat dau diéu hanh cau lac bo 1a thoi diém két thuic véi tat ca ching toi. Nhitng
cau tha thue sy thich diéu d6. Ho thich c6 mot huan luyén vién tredng cing ran,
hodc c6 thé cing ran khi can thiét.

Ho thich huan luyén vién tredng la mot ngwdi dan ong thye thu. D6 1a mot
phan thwdng. Cac cau thu sé nghi: “1. Liéu 6ng ta c6 thé gitup ching ta vo dich?
2. Liéu ong ta c6 thé gitip minh tién bo hon? 3. Liéu 6ng ta c6 trung thanh véi
chiing ta? Tét ca nhitng diéu nay déu tdi quan trong d6i v6i cac cau thu. Néu dat
dugc ca ba diéu trén, ho sé chiu dung bat ct ai, ké ca mot tén sat nhan. Toi cling
da c6 khi noi dién sau vai tran dau va chang lay gi lam ty hao vé chuyén doé ca.
Co khi t6i vé nha va lo sg gidy phit mat kiém soat dé sé gay ra hau qua nghiém
trong. Co thé cac cau tha sé khong noéi chuyén véi toi khi toi vao san tap? Co thé
ho sé thu t6i va am muwu chong lai t6i, liéu c6 thé nhw thé khong? Nhung vao
sang tht Hai, ho sé sg t6i hon la t6i sg ho, bdi vi ho da thdy t6i n6i con tam banh
nhw thé nao va sé khong muon phai thay canh twgng dé lan nira.

Roy la mot nguwdi thong minh. T6i da thdy cdu ta doc vai cudn sach kha tha
vi. Roy la ngudi giao tiép tot va 1a ban tot khi cdu ay vui vé. Thuong t6i sé dén va
héi, “Tam trang ctia Roy hom nay thé nao?” bédi vi diéu dé sé quyét dinh khong
khi trong phong thay d6. D6 la cach cau ta tao anh hwdng 1én ddi béong hang
ngay.
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Véi tinh khi that thwong nhw vay Roy cé thé vui vé trong chdoc lat va ngay
1ap titc trd nén cau ban. Sy thay doi dién ra chi trong tich tac.

No6i cho cung, viéc Roy ra di la diéu tot nhat c6 thé xdy ra. Nhiéu cau tha da
bi cau ta ham doa trong phong thay d6 nén sau khi Roy roi doi ho choi tot han
1én. John O’Shea va Darren Fletcher la nhitng nguwdi vui mirng nhat. Khi chiing
toi hanh quan t&i Phap thi dau vai Lille & Paris vao thang 11-2005, cac cau thu da
bi la 6 khi dang khdi dong trén san. Nhitng dong thai qua khich nay mot phan la
do nhi*ng gi Roy da phat biéu trén kénh MUTYV. Fletcher va O’Shea bi la 6 nhiéu
nhat.

T6i nghi khong khi trong phong thay do6 da thoai mai hon han khi Roy ra di.
Ca phong déu cam thay nhe nhom. Cac cau thu khong con phai nghe 1i qua tiéng
lai giita cac dong doi ctia minh nita. Do khong con & dinh cao phong dd, cho
trong Keane dé lai khong qua 16n nhw ba ndam vé trede. Khi xem cdu dy thi dau
trong tran Celtic gap Rangers, t6i da noéi trwdc vdi Carlos, “Cau ay sé la ngoi sao
ngay hom nay.”

Roy gan nhw mat hut trong tran dau. Cau dy luon & thé bi dong. Khong co
Roy Keane nang no va vitng chdc nao ¢ dé ca. Cau ay thich cudc sdng & Celtic
Park. T6i da no6i chuyén véi Roy va cau ay hét 1oi khen hé thong san tap, cac
trang thiét bi va phan mém Prozone*. Cang thang giita ching t6i da lang xudng.
Khoéng hai thang sau, khi dang ban bac phuong huéng xay dung doi bong trong
van phong, m6t thanh vién cau lac b6 bao rang Roy dang muon gap toi. Toi hoi
giat minh vi bat ngo.

“T6i chi mudn xin 16i 6ng vi cach hanh x cta t6i,” cau ay ndi. Sau d6 Roy
ké t6i nghe vé Celtic va cau ay thi dau tot nhw thé nao tai d6. Nhuwng khi t6i xem
tran dau Rangers va Celtic t6i hiéu cay ay khong thure sy on.

United da c6 mot vai s bd sung nhan sy tredc khi Roy roi di, tuy nhién ho
van chwa phat huy dwge hét kha nang cta minh. Nhuwng tai Manchester United
luén c6 mot sy that: chiing toi ludon cé kha nang tao ra nhitng lita cau thu mdi, tao
nén nhitng tén tu6i madi va diéu d6 mat lan nita duwge khang dinh. Fletcher trudng
thanh va kinh nghiém hon, Park Ji-Sung cap bén Old Trafford, trong khi Jonny
Evans duwgc don 1én doi mot.

Thwong thi cac cau thu cda doi mot khong thé nhan ra Itta dan em caa minh
dang 16n dan 1én vi ho chwa du tam nhin. Ho khong biét diéu gi sé xdy ra ti€p
theo tai doi bong. Giggs, Scholes va Neville 1a nhitng ngoai 16. C6 thé Rio va
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Wes Brown ciing vay. Nhitng nguwoi khac khong biét nhiéu lam. Ho chi biét thi
ddu. Nhung t6i c6 thé thay doi bong dang phat trién cho du khoang thoi gian dé
chung t6i khong gianh dwgc nhitng danh hiéu. Khi tao ra va quan tri nhitng sy
thay doi, ban phédi chdp nhan nhitng khodng lang va hiéu rang giai doan do sé
phai kéo dai nhiéu hon mét mua giai.

T6i chwa bao gio doi hoi phai c6 3-4 nam dé co6 thé hoan thién viéc thay doi
doi hinh, vi tai Manchester United ban khong bao gio c6 dwgc khodng thoi gian
do6. Do do, ban phai c6 gang tién hanh thay do6i va dai ltac phai hanh dong tdo bao:
thir nghiém va mao hiém véi cac cau tha tré. Toi chwra bao gid e ngai viéc nay ca.
D6 khong chi 1a nhiém vu ma con la mét phan cong viéc ma t6i yéu thich. T6i la
nhu vay. Toi da lam nhuw vay & St Mirren, Aberdeen va Manchester United. Do
do, khi phai doi mat véi giai doan chuyén tiép, ching téi luén dat niém tin vao
cac cau tha tré.

Trong danh sach nhitng muc tiéu chuyén nhuwgng, Carlos mé man Anderson.
Mot ngay kia, David Gill t6i Sporting Lisbon dé ki hgp dong véi Nani va sau dé
1ai xe qua Porto dé mua Anderson tr Porto. Tén kha nhiéu tién nhung cau lac b
cho thdy niém tin ctia minh doi véi cac tai nang tré. Chung t6i cé nhitng hat nhan
m&i trong hang hau vé nhw Ferdinand, Vidic va Evra. Chung t6i c6 mot khoi
thong nhat ¢ hang phong thi. Rooney ngay cang tién bo. Ching t6i dé Louis
Saha di bédi cau ta lién tuc dinh chan thwong. Henrick Larsson c6 chai cho chiing
toi mot thoi gian ngan, cau ay cling la mot phat hién khong toi.

Sau budc dau vui vé trd lai, moéi quan hé gitta Roy va t6i lai tré nén cang
thang. Roy xuat hién trén mat bao va n6i minh da got sach nhitng ky ¢c vé MU
trong cudc song, va rang chung toi cting nén quén cau ta di. Nhung lam sao moi
nguoi co6 thé quén nhitng gi Roy da cong hién cho cau lac bo? Gidi truyén thong
thuong nghi cau ta la mot hudn luyén vién, badi si khao khat chién thang va cai
cach cau ay kéo ca doi di 1én. Ho ludn hai toi, “Ong c6 nghi Roy Keane sé& tr
thanh m6t huan luyén vién tredng?” Khi quan sat sy nghiép huan luyén cua Roy,
diéu to6i c6 thé nhan ra la cau ta can nhiéu tién dé dat dwgc thanh cong. Roy ludn
tim kiém nhitng ban hgp dong mdi, va t6i khong nghi cau ta c6 du kién nhan dé
xay dung mot doi bong.

Mua giai 2011-2012, chiing t6i lai tiép tuc xung dot khi Roy chi trich nang
né cac cau thu tré cta United sau tran thua tai Basel khién chuing t6i bi loai khoi
Champions League. To6i da dap tra cau ta bang cach néi cau ta la mot cai “TV chi
trich”. Néu ban c6 xem qua nhitng ngay cudi cung cua Roy khi con dan dat
Sunderland va Ipswich, bd rau cta cau ta dwong nhw bac thém, déi mat cling toi
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tam hon. Mot s6 ngudi c6 thé dn twgng véi quan diém ctia Roy trén TV va nghi,
“0, cau ta bat thép dugc Alex Ferguson roi.” Tur lic bi bién thanh cai “TV chi
trich”, t6i biét Roy sé luén hwéng miii dui vao United.

Tai sao Roy lai do 16i cho cac cau tha tré? Cau ta chang bao gio lam nhw vay
v6i Rooney ca vi Rooney sé chang ban tam. Nhitng cau thu gia ddn sé mdc ké cau
ta. Fletcher va O’Shea la hai cai tén Roy nham vao, va két qua la ho bi fan cta
MU la 6 sudt tran dau vdéi Lille. Hai lan ngan ngui trong cwong vi huan luyén
vién ctia Keane cho thdy mdt diéu: cau ta can co6 tién mua cau thu dé dat duoc
thanh cong. Cau ta da chi nhiéu cho chuyén nhuwgng tai Sunderland va that bai.
Chi nhiéu hon & Ipswich va cling chang tru dugc bao lau.

Trong mdt bai phong van véi David Walsh trén t& Sunday Times, Roy tuyén
bo t6i chi quan tdm dén ban than minh, va dung vu con ngwa Rock of Gibraltar
lam bang chitng. That khong thé tin dwgc. Céi ngay ma chiing toi cai co nhau, t6i
thay dwoc s gian dit trong mat cau ay, ching sau tham tham. Roy ciing da noi vé
John Magnier ngay hom d6. T6i chang bao gio hiéu dwgc sao cdu ta lai am anh
vé con ngwa Rock of Gibraltar nhw vay.

Chting t6i da c6 mot thoa thuan vé ngay thi Sau den t6i do, ca hai dong y sé
khong bao gid hé 10 bat cir gi v6i bat ¢t ai vé chuyén ngay hom dé. To6i da lam
diang théa thuan, nhung Roy da pha v& no truede. Khi Roy lam viéc ¢ Sunderland
cau ta cao budc United si nhuc va Iira doi cau ta trong qua trinh thanh ly hgp
dong. Cau lac bo da xem xét viéc kién cau ta. Roy noéi cau ay sé khong rut lai 1oi
cao budc ctia minh. T6i cam thdy cau ay nhw muon ra toa dé gay an twgng véi co
dong vién vay. Sau moi chuyén, Roy van la ngugi hung trong mat ho. Vi vay toi
da khuyén David Gill thoi khéi kién dé bao vé hinh anh va pham gia cta cau lac
bo.

https://thuviensach.vn



muoi

NHUNG SO THIiCH BEN NGOAI SAN CO

Nglrb’i xem bong da c6 1€ cho toi l1a ké bi &m anh véi cau lac bg, hiém khi tim
thu vui khac dé giai tri. Nhung khi doi hoi ctia cong viéc ngay cang cao, toi cling
phai an minh trong céc tha vui va sé thich dé thw gian dau 6c, dén véi nhitng ké
sach day va ham rugu ken ciing céc loai vang hdo hang.

Ngoai tinh yéu v&i mén dua ngua, cudc song khac nay cua t6i van con duwgc
gitt rat kin ddo. Sau mot ngay & san tap Carrington hoac sau khi thi dau, phan tich
va lwu trir cac dit liéu, t6i lai quay vé véi thé gidi dé. Trong khodng mudi nam
cudi cta doi huan luyén, chinh viéc thw gidn trong mot loat cac tha vui khac lai
giup cong viéc tai United hiéu qua hon. T6i van lam viéc cham chi nhung st
dung dau 6c linh hoat hon. Ngoi nha t6i la noi chita dwng moi thu dam meé, tir tiéu
st clia cac nha doc tai dén tuw liéu vé vu am sat John F. Kennedy va ca cac ho so
vé b0 suru tap rugu vang cua toi nita.

Chinh kién cta t6i gan nhw khong doi tr thoi con la ngwdi trong coi ctra
hang tai xwdng dong tau & Govan. Quan diém cia moi ngwdi déu thay doi theo
thoi gian, cung vai thanh cong va giau c6, nhung t6i ngay tir nho da it tiép thu cac
quan diém vé y thic hé, trai lai toi c6 cach nhin thang vao cudc séng, vao tap hop
cac gia tri.

Toi chwa bao gio tich cuc theo nghia trd thanh thanh vién ctia Péang Lao
dong (Cong Bang Anh), tham dy moi bita an t6i, xudt hién trong tat ca cac chién
dich tranh ct. Thé nhwng t6i luén tng hd cac nghi si thuéc Bang Lao dong & dia
phuong. Vo toi Cathy tirng noéi rang hé dan than vao linh viee chinh tri thi nguoi
ta sé lu6n mudn ban tham gia moi hoat dong, roi tir tir ky vong do sé trd thanh
“ban phai ludn san sang va san long cong hién thdi gian”. Dt niém tin vao Dang
Lao dong va cac nguyén tac xa hoi la mot chuyén, nhung tré thanh mot thanh
vién tich cyc lai 1a chuyén khéac. La huan luyén vién ctia Man United, t6i khong
c6 thoi gian dé dap tng nhitng doi hdi do. To6i sé danh dau chéo trén phiéu bau va
ung h6é ho cong khai. Ban chwa tirng thdy t6i ngo6i canh David Cameron, ding
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khong nao? Nhung doi khi ban sé thdy t6i ditng ké bén mot nghi si cia Bang Lao
dong. Do la tac dong ma t6i mong muon.

T6i ludn theo phe canh ta, diéu nay giai thich vi sao t6i danh gia cao hoat
dong ctia Gordon Brown. Va ca John Smith nita, 6ng John Smith qua c6 1€ ra da
la mot Thu twdng tot cua Pang Lao dong. T6i cling thdy tiéc cho Neil Kinnock:
nguoi tai hoa nhung kém may man. T6i mong dugce thdy ong & phé Downing biét
duwong nao. Ong c6 ca tinh that manh mé. T6i tung hd cdc nguyén tic ctia Brown
hon nhung phai thita nhan cac duong 16i hgp long dan ctia Blair méi chinh la con
duwong dé thang cwr. Blair da dinh vi chinh xac, hon nita, 6ng la chinh tri gia c6
strc thu hit 16n va duge cong ching yéu thich trong mot thoi gian dai, cho dén
khi cudc xam luwgce Iraq huy hoai hinh dnh ctia 6ng trueéce cong ching.

Tinh ban cua t6i v6i Alastair Campbell cé dugc nho Jim Rodger, mot ngudi
tuyét voi, cou phong vién bong da Scotland va la ban tam tinh cua vai thu tuwéng
theo Pang Lao dong. Ong goi cho t6i va yéu cau to6i dé Alastair (khi dy dang lam
cho t& Mirror) phong van. Sau dé Alastair va toi c6 quan hé than thiét v4i nhau,
anh ta rat hay thw tir cho t6i. Alastair 1a mot nguwdi rat gioi vé giao tiép va xay
dung mang lugi quan hé, sau nay trd thanh thw ky bao chi cia Tony. Ching toi
tr¢ thanh ban tét do vai tro ctia anh trong Pang Lao dong. M4t tuan trudc cudc
bau ct* nam 1997, t6i an t6i v4i Alastair, Tony va Cherie tai khach san Midland &
Manchester. T6i néi vGi Tony, “Néu 6ng c6 thé gitt chinh pht ctia minh trong mot
can phong va khéa trai ctra, 6ng sé khong gap rac roi. Van dé cua chinh phu la tat
ca bon hg déu muon bay xa trén doi canh riéng, ho c6 dong minh riéng, c6 quan
hé bao chi riéng. Kiém soat ndi cac luon la phan rat khé khan.”

Tony da tiép nhan théng diép d6. Du nam bat ky vi tri quyén lwc nao, trong
ban déu c6 sy yéu dudi. Néu ban dang lanh dao mét dat nuwéce thi trach nhiém that
16n lao va nodi c6 don la chdc chan. T6i c6 thé 1dy minh ra doi chiéu. Moi budi
chiéu, khi két thiic cong viéc va ngéi mét minh trong van phong, t6i luon khat
khao mot ngwoi ban tam tinh. Cong viéc ctia ngwoi lanh dao dwong nhu dwgc bao
quanh bdi mot khoang chan khong ma chang ai mu6n buéc qua né. Tony chinh la
mot nguoi tré tudi dang budc vao mot vi tri lanh dao nhw vay.

Trong hoi ky ctia minh, Tony cho biét 6ng da héi y kién t6i vé viéc sa thai
Gordon Brown khi 6ng dang la Thu twéng va Gordon dang & nha ké bén so 11
(S6 10 pho Downing la noi & cua Tha twéng Anh, can s6 11 ké bén la ctia Bo
trwdng Tai chinh - ND). T6i con nhé Tony khong héi cu thé vé Gordon. Cau héi
ctia 6ng la vé cac siéu sao va cach toi xt ly ho. Cau tra 10i cta t6i la: “Piéu quan
trong nhat trong cong viéc cua toi la quyén kiém soat. Ngay lic ho de doa quyén
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kiém soat cia ban, thi d6 la lic ban phai loai bo ho.” Khi d6 6ng ta c6 néi rang
dang gap van dé vdi Gordon nhung khong hoi cu thé to6i nghi 6ng nén lam gi.
Phan t6i, t0i ciing chi dwa ra nhitng 16i khuyén chung chung vi t6i khong mudn
day vao cac chuyén ca nhan.

T6i luon cho rang ldc nao ta cling phdi chon con dwong khé khan, du do
khong phai la con dudng ma nhiéu ngwdi lva chon. Néu ban c6 chit lo lang vé
mot nhan vién, thi diéu do cho thdy dang c6 rac roi. That vo nghia néu hang dém
ban di ngu vdi au lo trong khi c6 thé lam gi dé dé loai bé rac r6i nay.

Quyeén lyc la rat hitu ich khi can thiét, nhung t6i nghi né khong c6 tac dung
v6i cac cau thu vi ho cha yéu thudc tang 16p lao dong. Tuy nhién, muc tiéu cta
toi la quyén kiém soat. Co6 no, t6i co6 thé dung quyén han ctia minh néu muén va
toi da lam vay. Khi dat dén dia vi cua t6i tai United, quyén luc c6 dwge mot cach
tw nhién. Trong nghé nay, khi ban ra nhitng quyét dinh 16n, ngudi ngoai thuong
cho 1a ban ra oai, nhung thye ra dé la st dung quyén kiém soat.

Ngoai Pang Lao dong va nhitng vuon nho 16n, nwéc My 1la mot nguon vui
tri tué khac cua t6i. JFK, cudc noi chién, Vince Lombardi va bong da kiéu My: do
la nhitng thit gitp t6i thoat khoi ap lyc cia moén bong da. New York 1a diém tham
nhap dau tién cua t6i vao van héa My. Ching t6i mua mot can ho & do, ca gia
dinh dung chung va Manhattan tr& thanh dia diém ly twéng cho cac ky nghi ngan
han, khi lich thi dau quéc té dwa céac cau tha ra khéi Carrington.

Nwdc My ludn luon hap dan va day cam hiéng. T6i hap thu nang lwgng doi
dao, khong gian bao la va sy da dang cta dat nwéc nay. Lan dau tién t6i dén My
1a vao nam 1983, sau khi dan dit Aberdeen gianh Ctip C2 chau Au t6i dwa ca nha
dén Florida theo ky nghi thuwong nién. Tuy nhién, lich st nwéc My da ngdm vao
mau toi trwedec dé. Vu am sat John Kennedy tai Dallas vao nam 1963 da ghi dam
ddu an trong t6i ngay tir khi biét tin. Dan dan t6i phat trién sd thich nghién citu vé
cach thitc 6ng da bi am sat, ai da lam diéu d6 va nguyén do cua né.

T6i van con nhd cai ngay lam rung chuyén toan thé gidi d6. Pung vao dém
thit Sau, t6i dang soi gwong cao rau trong phong tam dé chuan bi di khiéu vii véi
ban bé thi bo t6i (6ng hoi bi lang tai!) hoi 16n, “Cé ding la John Kennedy da bi
ban khéng con?”

“Bo o1, bo bi lang tai ma. Lam gi c6 chuyén do6 a!” T6i tra 10i, lau khé mat
va chang nghi chut gi tdi viéc d6 nita. Nira gid sau tin tic lan nhanh chdp:
Kennedy qua thyc da bi &m sat va dang dwoc dwa dén bénh vién Parklands.
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T6i luén nhé veé luc dé. San nhay Flamingo gan Govan dang phat bai hat giir
vi tri dau bang: “Would You Like to Swing on A Star?” Bau khong khi that la im
ang. Thay vi khiéu vii chiing t6i ng6i ¢ tang trén va ban tan v6i nhau vé vu am
sat.

Vé&i mot thanh nién nhu t6i, Kennedy xam chiém toan b tri twéng twgng.
Ong dep trai va sic sdo, tao dugc tiéng vang 1a nguoi twoi tré va nang dong nhuw
ong mdi c6 thé lam tong thong. Du 6ng ludn 1a hinh twgng tiéu biéu trong nhan
thitc cua t6i, nhuwng sé thich tim hiéu vé vu am sat dén theo mot cach bat ngo, khi
toi dwgc Brian Cartmel moi dén néi chuyén trong bita an toi & Stoke.

Stanley Matthews va Stan Mortensen déu hién dién, cung véi ho la Jimmy
Armfield, va t6i tham nhua, “Minh sé lam gi ¢ day, khi ma c6 mat tat ca nhitng
cau tha vi dai nay? Chac chan moi ngudi thich nghe Stanley Matthews chit khong
phai la minh?”

Nhung trong bita an t6i, Brian hoi t6i, “Sé thich cta anh la gi?”

“Toi khong co6 thoi gian cho sé thich khac,” t6i tra 16i. To6i bi am anh vé
nwdc My. “To6i c6 mot ban snooker trong nha, toi thich choi golf va t6i thich &
nha xem phim.”

Ong 1dy ra mot tdim danh thiép. “Con trai tdi c6 mot hang phim & London,
no6 ludon c6 dugc nhitng bd phim mdi ra 16! Bat c& khi nao 6ng muén xem phim,
ctt goi cho no.”

bém hom truée toi da xem JFK ¢ rap Wilmslow. “Anh quan tam t&i sy kién
d6 a?” Brian hoéi. Thye chat thi khi do t6i da doc qua vai cudn sach vé vu am sat
noi tiéng nay. “T6i da & trong chiéc xe thit mwoi lam trong doan hd tong,” Brian
noéi. Troi dat oi, toi dang ngoi tai The Potteries va ngwdi dan 6ng ngoéi trudc mat
toi noi ong ta t'ng c6 mat trong doan xe ho tong JFK.

“Chuyén xay ra thé nao?”

“Toi tung la phong vién ctua to Daily Express, sau do di cu sang San
Francisco va lam viéc cho tap chi Time,” ong trd 10i. “Toi xin vao lam cong tac
bau ct trong chinh quyén Kennedy nam 1958.” Brian ciing titng c6 mat trén
chuyén bay ma Johnson tuyén thé nham chitc tong thong.

Mai lién hé ca nhan nay lam toi tim hiéu sau hon vé cha dé JFK. Téi bat dau
tim mua cac sach v lién quan. Mot chang trai ngwdi My biét dwgc t6i quan tam
dén chu dé nay da gwri cho toi bién ban kham nghiém t thi. T6i git hai tdm anh
tai san tap - mot tam t6i mua trong mot cudc dau gia va tam kia t6i dugc tang. Toi
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cling mua duge ban bao cdo ctia Uy ban Warren c6 chit ky cua tong théng Gerald
Ford tai mdt cudc dau gia, vai gia 3.000 bang!

Nam 1991, Cathy va t6i quay lai My dé lam lé ky niém ngay cudi, chiing t6i
di du lich dén Chicago, San Francisco, Hawaii, Las Vegas, tham thu ban beé &
Texas va noi két thic hanh trinh 1a New York. Sau d6 hau nhu nam nao ching t6i
cling dén My. SO sach swu tap dwgc tang lén rat nhanh. Cudn tiéu st John
Kennedy hay nhét c6 1& 1a An Unfinished Life, John F. Kennedy 1917-1963 cuia
Robert Dallek. D6 la m6t cudn sach that dac biét. Dallek da tiép can dugc vdi ho
so y té ctia Kennedy, chiing cho thdy vi Tong thong nay c6 sitc song that diéu ky,
khi ban than mang bénh Addison va nhitng van dé vé gan.

Trong ba nam nhiém ky tong thong, ong trdi qua hang rat nhiéu “cudc
chién” 16n nhé, tir that bai trong cudc xam chiém Vinh Con Lon ma 6ng bi quy
16i, dén nan phan biét ching toc, chién tranh lanh, chién tranh & Viét Nam va
cudc khing hoang tén lira Cuba. Chwa hét, chwong trinh y t€ Medicare ciing la
mot van dé gay tranh cdi, nhw ngay nay né van thé. Qua la mot khoi lwgng cong
viéc d6 so. Con day la mot chuyén bén 1é vé viéc bong da - mon thé thao hap dan
nhat thé gidi - quan trong nhw thé nao. Sau nay vao nam 1969, ban c6 biét lam
thé nao ma CIA nhén ra Lién X6 dang trién khai m6t s6 cong viéc & Cuba khong?
Do san bong da day. Cé nhitng birc khong anh chup duwgc cac san béng da, chitng
to chung do cong nhan Lién X0 xay dung, boi don gidn nguoi Cuba... khong da
boéng. Henry Kissinger mang khi cht ctia ngudi chau Au va 6ng hiéu diéu do.

Viéc tim doc cac cudn sach vé dong ho Kennedy gitp t6i tiép xtic vGi mot s6
tac pham tuyét voi, trong d6 noi bat nhat la cudn The Best and the Brightest cuia
David Halberstam. N6 tap trung vao nguyén nhan dan dén chién tranh Viét Nam,
va nhitng 10i n6i doi ma anh em Kennedy nhan dwgc. Ngay cd Robert
McNamara, B0 trudng Quoc phong va la mot nguwdi ban cta gia dinh ciing da ltra
ho. Sau nay, khi da nghi hwu, 6ng ta cling da xin 16i gia dinh Kennedy.

Trén tour du ddu hé nam 2010 tai MY, t6i dén tham Gettysburg va di an trua
tai Pai hoc Princeton cung v&i James M. McPherson, stt gia vi dai vé ndi chién,
tac gia cubn Battle Cry of Freedom. T6i ciing dwgc hwdng dan tham quan Nha
Trang. Niém dam mé ctia t6i vé cudc ndi chién My bat dau khi ai d6 dwa t6i doc
mot cudn sach vé cac vi twéng trong cudc xung dot dé6. Co6 hang ta twdng linh
thudc ca hai phe, trong do6 c6 nhitng nguoi nguyén la... giao vien! Mot ngay no,
Gordon Brown hoi t6i dang doc gi. “Vé cudc Noi chién,” toi trd 16i. Ong ta lién
nai sé giri cho t6i mot s6 thit, va chang bao lau t6i nhan dwgc 35 bang ghi am cac

https://thuviensach.vn



bai gidng cua Gary Gallagher, nguwdi cung lam viéc vGi James McPherson vé vai
tro cua hai quan trong ndi chién My, mot dé tai hién con it nguwoi biét tdi.

Con bay gio la dén dua ngwa, mot niéem dam mé 1én, mot cach dé giam
stress khac. Mot hom cwu chu tich Martin Edwards goi cho t6i va néi, “Nay, anh
budc phai nghi ngoi mot ngay day!”

“Toi khong sao ma!” toi tra 10i.

Nhung t6i da ¢ giai doan ma nhu Cathy néi, “Anh dang ty giét minh.” Khi
hét gio' lam vé nha la t6i 6m cai dién thoai cho dén tan 9 gid dém va lic nao cling
suy nghi vé béng da.

T6i mua con ngwa dau tién vao nam 1996. Ky niém 30 nam ngay cuéi,
ching t6i dén Cheltenham. B¢ 1a lan dau tién t6i gdp HLV ngudi Ireland John
Mulhern, mot ngwoi dan ong tuyét voi, va an tria cung 6ng. Sau do, tdi cung cac
huan luyén vién ngwa dén London an t6i. Dé hiéu la sau dé t6i néi vGi Cathy,
“Em c0 thich mua ngwa khong? Anh nghi n6 sé giup gidi téa ap lyc cong viéc.”
“Ttr dau ma anh cé y nghi d6?” vo toi dap lai, “Alex a, van dé la r6i anh sé mu6n
mua moi con ngwa dua mat thoi!”

Nhung mon dua ngwa thwe sy da giai téa ap luc cho t6i. Thay vi ngoi li
trong van phong hay dot thdi gian vao cac cudc dién thoai bat tan, t6i c6 thé
chuyén nhi*tng suy nghi cia minh vao treong dua. Viéc nay lam t6i khong con tap
trung vao cac cong viéc vat va cta bong da - va do la ly do tai sao t6i ném minh
vao no, dé cho phép toi thoat khoi néi &m anh véi cong viéc. Chién thang hai
cudc dua hang 1, Lexus Chase va Aintree Bowl, v4i con ngwa dua What A Friend
that dang nhg. Mot ngay truede cudc dua Aintree, ching toi thua Bayern Munich &
Champions League, va dau éc t6i con quay cuong. Nhung chi qua ngay hom sau
toi da chién thang & mot tran dau khac - cudc dua ngwa hang 1 & Liverpool!

Con ngua dau tién cuda toi, Queensland Star, dwgc dat tén theo tén mot con
tau ma cha toi ting lam viéc. Cac huan luyén vién c6 ké tdi nghe vé viéc cé
nhitng chu ngwa chua bao gio thang dwgc mot gidi nao cd. T6i da thang 60 hoac
70 gidi va bay gio dang nam co6 phan khoang 30 con ngwa. T6i rat thich cach lam
viéc cua nghiép doan Highclere: nha diéu hanh Harry Herbert 1a mot ngudi rat cé
ca tinh va gioi giang trong kinh doanh. Ban biét chinh xac nhitng gi dang xdy ra
v6i nhitng con ngwa, véi nhitng théng tin moi ngay.

Rock of Gibraltar 1a mot con ngya tuyét voi; no trd thanh con ngwa dau tién
& Bac ban cau gianh bay chién thang lién tiép & giai hang 1, danh bai ky luc cua
con Mill Reef. N6 dua trong mau ao doi toi theo mot thoa thuan téi da cé vai cac
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nha diéu hanh dua ngwa Coolmore & Ireland. T6i hiéu la minh c6 phan nia s@
hitu cia con ngwa; nhung ho lai hiéu la t6i dwgc quyén chia doi tién thuéng.
Nhung moi viéc da dugce gidi quyét, moi van dé déu khép lai 6n thoa khi ching
toi dat dwgc thoa thudn rang da c6 sy hiéu lam cua ca hai bén.

RO rang la sd thich dua ngya cua t6i c6 kha nang gay xung dot véi quyén lgi
cta gigi chu cua cau lac bd. Khi mot nguwdi dan 6ng ding 1én phat biéu tai dai hoi
c6 dong va doi t6i tir chitc thi t6i lung ting that sy. T6i phai khang dinh rang
khong co6 chuyén t6i lo la nhiém vu quan ly Manchester United. T6i c6 mot luat
st gia dinh thyc sy gioi giang la Les Dalgarno, anh ta dai dién t6i gidi quyét viéc
nay. N6 khong lam anh huwdng dén tinh yéu dua ngua cuda toéi va gio toi cé6 quan
hé tot véi John Magnier, nhan vat hang dau tai Coolmore.

Pua ngua, cung véi doc sach va swu tap rugu, da day toi cach nghi ngoi.
Cudc song khac nay cua t6i thye sy phét trién tir nam 1997, khi t6i cham ngudong
va nhan ra minh can phai lam mot diéu gi khac dé khong suy nghi vé bong da
nita. Tim hiéu vé rwgu vang giup ich nhiéu vé mat nay. To6i bat dau mua rwgu véi
Frank Cohen, mot nha suwu tap 16n cua nghé thuat duwong dai va la hang xém cua
toi. Sau khi Frank ra nwéc ngoai, t6i m@i bat dau ty mua.

Tuy chwa bao gio xem minh chuyén gia nhuwng t6i ciing khong t6i trong linh
vie nay. Toi biét nhitng loai rgu nam nao la t6t, nhan hiéu nao tét v.v... Tham
chi t6i c6 thé ném ruwgu va nhan ra mot s6 thanh phan trong loai ruegu dé.

Nghién cttu vé rigu dua toi dén Bordeaux va vung san xuat rigu sam banh,
nhuwng nhin chung nho doc sach, qua cac cudc tro chuyén v6i cac nha buén rugu
va cac chuyén gia trong bita an trwa hodc an t6i ma t6i mé rong dugce kién thirc.
Dbiéu do that l1a thu vi. T6i da an t6i v6i mot nha bao chuyén viét bai vé ruegu vang
dong thoi la nguwoi dan chwong trinh truyén hinh Oz Clarke va nha budn rugu
John Armit. Bar rtgu Corney & Barrow la noi c6 bita an truwa tuyét voi. Nhitng
nguwoi nay sé thao thao bat tuyét vé dé tai nho va nam san xudt regu - nhitng thi
ma t6i khong thé bat kip ho, nhung t6i luon luon say mé lang nghe. T6i 1€ ra phai
tim hiéu nhiéu hon vé nho, vi dé 1a goc cta regu vang. Nhung dan dan t6i cling
c6 duwoc mot so kién thitc nhat dinh vé rugu.

Vao mua thu nam 2010, ngwoi ta hdi vé nghi hwu va t6i tra 10i theo ban
nang, “nghi huu la viéc cda nhitng ngudi tré, béi ho c6 thé lam nhitng th khac.”
Vao tudi 70, néu an khong ngoi roi, hé thong trong ngudi ban sé bi pha vé& mat
cach nhanh chéng. Ban phdi c6 mét cai gi do thay thé ngay khi ban nghi huwu.
Phdi la ngay 1ap titc, ngay ngay hom sau, chit khong phai dé sau ba thang ngoi
nghi.
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Khi ban con tré, lam viéc 14 gid m6t ngay la can thiét vi ban phai ty gay
duwng cho minh, va cach duy nhat dé lam diéu do la lam viéc cham chi. Qua do,
ban 1ap ra nguyén tac lam viéc cho chinh minh. Néu ban c6 gia dinh, nguyén tac
do6 sé dugc truyén cho ho. B6 me truyén thanh qua lao dong cua ho cho t6i va sau
nay toi cling lam thé v&i con chau. Khi con tré ban c6 kha nang xay dung sy 6n
dinh cho cudc song mai sau. Khi c6 tudi, ban phéi quan ly nang lwgng cia minh.
Phai luon chu y dén sitc khoe, an uéng ding cach. To6i chwa bao gio la ngwoi nga
nhiéu, nhwng c6 thé ddm bao ngu 5-6 gid, d6 1a vira du doi véi toi. Mot s6 ngudi
thitc ddy va nam nuwéng trén giwong. Toi khong bao gio lam thé, hé mé mat la t6i
san sang hoat dong va lam viéc chit khong nam won dé thoi gian troi di.

Ban da ngu - do 1a ly do tai sao ban thitc day. T6i tinh gidc ldc 6g hay 6g15
sang va c6 mat & san tap lic 7g. Toi chi mat 15 phit dé dén do6. D6 la théi quen
cda t0i, va trinh ti nay khong bao gio thay doi.

To6i 16n 1én thudc thé hé sinh ra trong chién tranh. Chiing t6i duwgc sinh ra,
song an toan, co6 thu vién, ho boi va bong da. Cha me lam viéc quan quat suot
ngay, do d6 hodc la ba cham lo cho ban hodc la ban du tudi dé tw cham s6c¢ minh.
Me t6i thwong néi, “Pay la thit bam, dé la khoai nghién, con chi can dat lén bép
lic 4g30 chiéu.” Moi thit déu da chuan bi san, chi viéc nau thoi. Ban sé bat bép
dé moi ngudi c6 bita an khi di lam vé. Cha t6i di lam vé vao khoang 6g kém 15
va ban an phai dwgc don san - dé la nhiém vu cta t6i, cing mot s6 viéc vat khac
nita. Xong céng viéc nha sau di hoc vé réi sau d6 anh em t6i mdi lam bai tap vé
nha, tr lic 7g t6i!

D6 1a m6t ché do don gian, cua nhitng ngwoi ra doi trong boi canh thiéu tién
nghi hién dai.

Bay gig ching ta c6 nhitng con ngudi yéu dudi hon. Ho da khong bao gio
dén nha may dong tau, khong bao gio dén ham mo; it ngwoi dwoc thdy canh lao
dong chan tay. Ching ta c6 mot thé hé cac nguwdi cha, ké ca cac con toi, hy sinh
cho con cai ho tot hon t6i da lam v&i con minh.

Ho tham dy nhiéu sy kién gia dinh hon t6i, di picnic v6i con céi. Trong doi
toi chura tirng t6 chitrc mot lan picnic. T6i thwong noi véi cac con, “Nao, di cho
khac choi di con trai.” C6 mot san truong canh nha & Aberdeen va 1ii tré ra do
choi véi ching ban hang ngay. Cho dén tan nam 1980, ching t6i méi c6 dugc
mot may quay video nhwng hinh énh toan la hat, chat lwgng té khung khiép. Xa
hdéi phat trién da mang lai cho moi nguwdi nhitng tién nghi nhv CD hay DVD, con
cac chdu toi gio day c6 thé chon va choi doi bong wa thich ctia ching trén may vi
tinh.
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Toi da khong tron trach nhiém véi cac con. Cathy da lam thay toi, vo toi da
lam diéu dé vi ba la mot ngwdi me tuyét voi. Cathy néi véi t6i, “Khi chiing dén
tudi mudi sau, ching sé la con cua bo,” va diéu do la sy that. Cang 16n ching
cang gan giii va ba di¥a con trai rat than v&i bo khién to6i rat hai long. Khi dé vo
toi noi, “Em da ndi anh roi ma!”.

“Nhung em sinh ra ching,” t6i néi vGi Cathy. “Néu anh néi xau em du chi
mot 101, ca ba dita n6 sé giét anh! Em van la ba chu that sy ¢ nha nay.”

Khoéng cé bi quyét dé thanh cong trong thé gidi nay. Diéu quan trong la lao
dong cat Iyc. Cudn sach cia Malcolm Gladwell twra dé Outliers: The Story of
Success (Nhitng ké xuat chung - cau chuyén thanh cong) c6 thé don gian doi tén
thanh Lao déng chdm chi. Cac vi du trong sach nay toan vé nhitng nhan vat nhw
Carnegie va Rockefeller. C6 mot cau chuyén vé Rockefeller t6i rat thich. Gia
dinh 6ng la nhitng ngudi siéng di 1€ nha thd. Mot ngay no con trai hoi 6ng, khi
khay dong gop sap dén luwgt va moi tin do phai dong gop 1 dola, “Thwa bo, néu
chiing ta dong g6p mot lan 50 dola cho ca nam thi khong phai tién hon sao?”

“Pung roi,” cha cau tra 16i. “Nhung chiing ta sé 16 mat 3 dola tién lai day
con yéu.”

Ong ciing day quan gia cach 1am thé nao dé 10 swdi chdy lau hon mot gio,
lam thé nao dé xay mét 10 swdi theo cach dé. Va ong la mot ty phu!

Ban chat tin tién ctia Rockefeller do lao dong chim chi thdm nhuan. Ong
khong bao gio hoang phi. Téi hoc hoi diéu d6. Tham chi ngay nay, néu cac chau
cta toi dé do an thira trén dia, t6i sé an not. Toi cling lam thé véi ba con trai
minh. “Khi di an, khong dé lai bat c thit gi trén dia” 1a mot cau than chd cta nha
Ferguson. Bay gio, néu toi lai gan thitc an ctia Mark, Jason hay Darren, ching sé
chadt dut tay toi!

Ban khong thé danh bai nhitng ai lao dong cham chi.

Tat nhién, lao dong cat luc va stress sé tao cang thang vo hinh Ién co thé.
Tuoi tac cling thé. Khong biét tir cai gi trong nhitng thi trén ma t6i mac bénh tim.
MGt sang no, trong phong tap thé duc, khi van con dang chay dai giam béo, t6i
thdy nhip tim ctia minh bay ttr 90 1én 160. T6i goi huan luyén vién thé lywc Mike
Clegg dén va phan nan, “Chac chan la cai dai nay c6 van deé roi.”

Chiing t6i thtt cai dai khac, nhung chi s6 nhip tim van vay. “Ong can phai
dén kham bac si,” Mike néi. “Khong 6n r6i.”

Cac bac si gidi thiéu toi dén v6i Derek Rowlands, nguwdi da cham séc
Graeme Souness. Héa ra toi bi rung nhi, va loi khuyén cua ong la tht phuong
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phap diéu tri soc dién dé kiém soat nhip tim. Bdy ngay sau n6 da trd lai binh
thwong. Tuy nhién, tran dau sau do chiing t6i thua va nhip tim cua t6i lai nhanh
trd lai. T6i d6 16i cho cac cau thd cda minh: néu MU chién thang thi cac chi so6
nhip tim cia HLV trudng sé ¢ mitc binh thwong! Phwong phap diéu tri ndi trén cé
ty 1& thanh cong la 50-60%, nhung lic nay t6i biét nhw thé 1a chwa du dé ngan
chdn can bénh. Loi khuyén la phai cdy mot may tao nhip tim va uéng mot vién
aspirin moi ngay.

Viéc cdy mdy vao thang 3-2004 mat khodng ntra gio va t6i da theo ddi toan
b0 qua trinh nay qua man hinh. T6i sé ludn nhd canh mau phun lén. Qua mua thu
nam 2010, t6i dugc doi thiét bi nay, vay la kéo dai dugc sau nam. Lan nay, toi
ngu khi thay thiét bi. Trong cac cudc tw van y té, bac si néi t6i van cé thé lam
nhitng gi minh thich: tap thé duc, 1am viéc, uéng rugu.

Giai doan dau t6i bi r6i loan, phai thtra nhan thé. Chi m&i nam treée doé toi
di kiém tra sttc khoe va két qua nhip tim la 48. Albert Morgan, ngudi lo trang
phuc cua déi, noi, “T6i ludn nghi 6ng khong hé co tim.” Thé lyc caa toi la tuyét
voi. Vay ma chi 12 thang sau do, t6i phai cay mdy tao nhip tim! Diéu nay cho t6i
thdy tudi gia di kém may rui, va ai khi d6 cling tré nén dé bj ton thwong. Ban nghi
rang ban la khong thé pha hay. T6i cling thé. Ai cling hiéu mét ngay nao dé minh
sé chét, nhung ludn tin rang minh sé khoe khoan cho dén tan ngay hom dé.
Nhung khong, bat thinh linh, Chta sé go ban vao vong cuong toa.

La mo6t HLV, khi con tré toi chay 1én xuéng dwong bién, da moi qua bong,
tham gia vao moi sac thai cta tro choi. Cung thoi gian va tudi tac, téi gia dan
hon, sau nay t6i thwdng chi quan sat cac sy kién trén san hon la bi cuén vao tran
dau, mac du mot s6 tran van c6 sitc hiit ghé gdm vai t6i. Thi thodng t6i chi dwa ra
mot dau hiéu hay ctt chi nao dé, don gian la mot 16i nhac nhd rang t6i van “con
song”. Thong diép do toi gui dén trong tai, cac cau thu, cac doi thu.

Vé sttc khoe, quan diém cua t6i la nhue sau: néu ban nhan dwgc nhitng dau
hiéu canh bdo thi hay chd y. Phéi lang nghe 10i khuyén ctia cac bac si, di kiém tra
sttc khée dinh ky, luén chi y dén trong lwgng va nhitng gi ban dang an.

T6i phai ndi rang chi mot hanh dong don gian doc sach ciling la sy gidi téa
tuyét voi cho nhitng roi ram trong cong viéc va doi song. Néu ban dén tham thw
vién cua t6i, ban sé thdy co man la sach vé cac tong thong, thu twéng, Nelson
Mandela, Rockefeller, thuat hung bién, Nixon va Kissinger, Brown, Blair,
Mountbatten, Churchill, Clinton, Nam Phi va lich st Scotland. Cu6n sach cta
Gordon Brown vé chinh trj gia theo dwong 16i xa hdi chu nghia nguwdi Scotland la
James Maxton ciing c6 ¢ day. Va dwong nhién la da cac b sach vé Kennedy.
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T6i con c6 mot loat sach vé cac bao chuia, cac nha doc tai. Diéu to6i quan tam
trong linh viec nay chinh la nhitng giéi han cuc do cua loai nguwdi. C6 thé ké ra
nhitng cuén sach nhw Young Stalin cia Simon Sebag Montefiore; sach vé nhitng
ké doc tai - Stalin, Hitler va Lenin, r6i cuén World War II: Behind Closed Doors
cta Laurence Rees, Stalingrad va Berlin: The Downfall 1945 ctia Antony Beevor.

Vé dé tai nhe nhang hon, t6i thich doc Edmund Hillary va David Niven. Sau
dé, lai quay vé bo mat den t6i ctia xa hdi cung t6i pham, v6i nhitng cuén sach vé
anh em nha Kray va Mafia My!

Trong nhitng nam con lam viéc, t6i dam minh trong thé thao nhiéu dén noi
khong doc nhiéu sach vé dé tai thé thao. Tuy nhién van c6 vai quyén “dinh” trén
ké sach caa t6i. Khi doc When Pride Still Mattered, cuén sach cua David
Maraniss viét vé tiéu st cia Vince Lombardi, huidn luyén vién vi dai cia Green
Bay Packers, t6i da suy nghi, “Té4c gia nay dang viét vé minh, minh giong hét nhw
Lombardi.” Nhw la mot noéi &m anh vay. To6i rat tam dac va thdy minh cuc ky
giong tinh than cia mot trong nhitng cau noéi vi dai nhat ctia Lombardi, “Ching
toi khong thua tran dau, chi la hét gio théi.”
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muoi mot

VAN NISTELROOY

Khi dang ¢ nha vao mot dém tuyét roi thang 1-2010, t6i nhan dwgc mot tin
nhan, “Khong biét 6ng c6 con nhéd toi khong, nhung t6i can néi chuyén véi ong.”
D6 1a Ruud van Nistelrooy. “Chua oi, chuyén gi thé nay?”, t6i bdo Cathy, “Cau ta
da roi Old Trafford bon nam trwdc day roi.” Cathy dap, “Cau ta mudn gi nhi? Co
thé cau ta muon trd vé United.”

“Khong thé nao, dirng ngoc thé chi,” t6i n6i vai Cathy.

T6i khong biét chuyén gi sé xay ra. Nhung t6i da nhan tin lai: OK. Ruud goi
ngay cho t6i. Dau tién la mot cudc tro chuyén xa giao. Vé nhitng chan thwong, da
hoi phuc thé nao, va gid dang thi dau ra sao v.v... va v.v... Sau d6 cau ta vao chua
dé chinh. “T6i muon xin 16i vé nhitng hanh x{ caa t6i trong nam cu6i cung t6i &
United.”

T6i thich nhitng ngwoi c6 thé néi ra 16i xin 16i. T6i ludén ludn ngwong mo
diéu d6. Trong van hda ngay nay, noi ma ngwoi ta luon dé cao ban than, 10i xin
16i da bi quén lang. Cac cau tha luon bi vay kin bai huan luyén vién, cau lac bo,
gidi truyén thong, doi ngli nhan vién, nhitng nguwdi ban v.v..., nhitng ngudi chi
biét ca tung ho. That dé chiu khi ai d6 goi cho ban sau mét thoi gian dai khong
gap va nai, “T6i da sai, t6i xin 16i.”

Ruud khong c6 10i giai thich. Lé ra toi nén tan dung co hoi dé ma hoi, “Tai
sao cau lai nhuw vay?”

Nghi t6i nghi lui vé cudc goi cia Ruud vao dém mua dong do, toi biét co6 hai
hodc ba cau lac bo tai Premier League dang nham dén cau ay, nhung do6 khong
thé 1a 1i do cau &y mudn noi chuyén véi toi. Ruud chang can phai khoi phuc lai
moi quan hé véi Manchester United dé c6 thé choi & mot cau lac bo khac tai Anh.
D6 6 thé chi la do mac cam c¢6 16i. Cam giac d6 c6 1é da nhay mua trong dau cau
ay hang nam trgi. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, Ruud da la mot ngudi dan ong
tredng thanh hon vao thoi diém dé.
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Dau hiéu dau tién cho thay rac r6i trong moi quan hé ctia chiing t6i 1a viéc
Ruud bat dau cai lai Carlos Queiroz vé Ronaldo moi lic. Pa c6 mot vai xung dot
quyét liét, nhung moi thit déu nam trong tam kiém soat. Sau dé6 Ruud hwéng ngon
Itra cua minh vé phia Gary Neville. Gary da san sang cho diéu d6 va da gianh
phan thang treedc cau ta. Roi thi t6i David Bellion khién Ruud cdm thay cau gian.
Trong sudt mua gidi cudi cung Ruud choi cho ching t6i, da xay ra rat nhiéu cudc
cdi va, nhung chu yéu la Van Nistelrooy gay han véi Ronaldo.

Vao cudi mua giai trude do, 2004-2005, ching t6i da vao téi tran chung két
FA Cup va gdp Arsenal. Van Nistelrooy da c6 mot tran dau toi té. Vao ngay th
Tuw tredc do, dai dién ctia Ruud la Rodger Linse da dén gap David Gill va dwa ra
mot yéu cau, “Ruud muon ra di.”

David chi ra rang ching t6i sé c6 mot tran chung két vao thit By, va do do
khong phai 1a Iic thich hgp dé tién dao trung tam cua doi ra di. Khi David héi tai
sao Ruud mudn roi doi, Rodger Linse tra 10i 1a Van Nistelrooy nghi d6i béng da
bi tri tré va khong tin chiing t6i c6 thé gianh dwgc Champions League. Ruud nghi
chiing t6i sé khong thé gianh dugc chic vo dich Champions League véi cac cau
thu tré - nhv Rooney va Ronaldo.

Sau tran chung két, David goi cho Rodger va bao ong ta sap xép mot budi
gap gitta Ruud va t6i. Chung t6i c6 1gi thé hon vi Real Madrid sé khong bé ra 35
triéu bang dé mua Ruud vé. Chuyén do6 rat ro rang. Va do la li do, t6i tin nhw vay,
tai sao Ruud mudn ra di. Néu nhw Real Madrid san long tra 35 triéu bang, cau ta
sé chang can phai gay stc ép doi di nhu vay. Ruud hy vong c6 thé mac céa vdi cau
lac bo dé United dwa ra mot cai gia chap nhan dwgc. Mot y nghi ngu ngoc.

Va thé la ching t6i dd c6 mot budi hop. Quan diém ctia Ruud la cau ta
khong thé chd dén khi Ronaldo va Rooney triedng thanh. “Nhwng ho l1a nhitng
cau thu tai nang,” t6i n6i v4i Ruud. “Cau nén dan dat nhitng cau tha tré nay. Hay
giup do ho.” Nhung Ruud van khang khang cau ta khong mudn phai cho dgi.

“Nghe nay, chung ta sé ki hgp dong vdi nhitng cau thu méi trong mua he va
sé tr@ vé dang cap von c6,” toi n6i. “Ching ta khong thich thua trong nhitng tran
chung két, ching ta khong muon that bai tai Premier League. Khi xay dung mot
doi hinh, cau phai kién nhan. Khong phai chi c6 t6i, ma tit ca cac cau thu déu
phai vay. Chung ta sé tré thanh mot doi bong gioi.” Ruud dong y véi quan diém
nay cua toi va ching toi da bat tay nhau.

Mua gidi dé chung t6i da ki hgp dong véi Vidic va Evra vao ky chuyén
nhugng mua dong. Hai ban hgp dong mdi nay da gian ti€p nhom 1én ngon lira
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cam gian 16n nhat trong suot thoi gian Ruud choi cho ching t6i. Trong cac tran
dau ¢ Carling Cup t6i ludn stt dung Louis Saha. Khi ching t6i vao tgi tran chung
két t6i n6i véi Ruud, “Nghe nay, sé khong cong bang néu t6i khong dé Saha thi
dau. Toi biét cau thich dwoc choi trong nhitng tran chung két. Hy vong t6i c6 thé
cho cau thi dau mé6t phan cta tran dau.” Chinh xac la t6i da no6i nhw vay!

Chung t6i da hoan toan kiém sodt thé tran trw6c Wigan va toi thay day la
thoi co ly twdng dé cho Evra va Vidic thudng thite chit hwong vi cta tran dau.
Ho la nhitng lwa chon thay nguwdi cudi cung cuda toi. T6i quay sang Ruud va béo,
“T6i sé cho hai anh chang nay thi dau thoi gian con lai cia tran dau. Ho sé dugc
cam thdy va cham vao mot chién thang cung Manchester United.” Khi d6 Ruud
lién vang ra mGt cau rat tuc tiu. Toi sé ludn ghi nhd khoanh khac doé, that khong
thé tin dugc. Carlos Queiroz ngay 1ap litc phan t¢ng vai cau ta. Khong khi tré nén
cang thang va kho chiu. Cac cau tha khac néi véi Ruud, “Nay, cau nén cw xtt cho
phdi phép vao.”

Nhung do6 la dau cham hét doi v6i cau ta. Toi biét minh sé khong bao gio dé
Ruud quay tré lai nita. Cau ta da dot con tau ctia minh. Sau sy viéc do, cach cw
XU cta Ruud ngay cang té hon.

Trong tudn 1é cudi cung ctia mua giai dé ching t6i phai thang tran cudi gap
Charlton. Saha gap chan thuong va chiing t6i khong thé mao hiém véi véi cau tha
nay. Tuy nhién, t6i khong cam thay t6i c6 thé sit dung Ruud hom doé!

Carlos t6i phong Ruud va néi, “Ching t6i sé khong dién tén cau vao danh
sach thi dau, vé nha di. V@i cach cau cu xi¥ ca tuan nay - chiing toi sé khong dé
cau thi dau.”

Cha cia Ronaldo vira méi qua doi. Su6t tuan do, Ruud da lién tuc da kich
Ronaldo trén san tap va bao, “May sé lam gi ha? Khoc l6c ké 1€ vdi cha may a?”.
Y cau ta &m chi Carlos chit khong phai cha ctia Ronaldo. C6 thé Ruud ching nghi
gi lic do, nhung Ronaldo rat byc ti'c va mudn noéi chuyén phai trai véi Van
Nistelrooy. Carlos cling buén khong kém bdi nhitng 16i lang ma dé. Carlos da
cham s6c Ronaldo nhw mot 1& dwong nhién, bdi ho ctung la ngwdi Bo6 Pao Nha.
Cau ay la mot chang trai tré cé cha vira qua doi. Néu lic nay cau ta khong thé
nho Carlos gitp do thi biét tim sy gitip d& ay tw ai day?

Ca cau chuyén rat buon. Tai sao Ruud thay doi, t6i khong biét dwgc. To6i
khong chac liéu dé c6 phai la cach cau ta bay ra dé roi khéi Old Trafford hay
khong, nhuwng lam nhw thé chang c6 1gi gi cho Ruud, ma cling chang mang lai
cho Ruud bat ky su ton trong nao tir cac dong doi.
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That dang tiéc bai vi Ruud cé nhitng con s6 rat an twgng. Cau dy la mot
trong nhitng tay ghi ban hang dau cua cau lac by. Nhitng van dé dau tién xuit
hién sau mua giai thi hai ctia Ruud, khi dén han ky hgp dong mdi dwa theo thoa
thudn ban dau. Ruud mudn c6 mot diéu khoan cho phép cau ta dén Real Madrid
trong treong hop Real dong y thanh toan mot so6 tién cu thé - mot diéu khoan giai
phong hgp dong. T6i da can nhac van dé nay trong mot thoi gian dai. T6i cam
thdy néu khong dugc nhuwgng bo, Van Nistelrooy sé khong ky hgp dong mdi.
Nhung nguoc lai, dong y vGi diéu khoan d6 nghia la dwa dao dang can cho cdu ta,
khi chiing t6i phai chiu rii ro sé mat Ruud vao mua gidi tiép theo.

Vi vay ching t6i da dwa ra con so 35 triéu bang, so tién ma theo ching t6i,
sé lam nan long tat ca cac doi bong, ké ca Real Madrid. Ruud va trg ly cta cau ta
da dong y. V&i David, toi néi, “Néu Real trd lai vao nam sau va trd 35 triéu bang,
it nhat ching ta cling kiém dwgc gap doi tir Ruud. Néu ho khong tdi, ching ta sé
con hai nam trwée khi hgp dong ctia Ruud hét han, va cau ta da 29 tudi vao thoi
diém d6. Khi do6 ching ta da c6 sw phuc vu ctia Ruud trong bon ndm va cé thé dé
cau ta ra di...” Tot thoi, nhung thoi diém Ruud ki vao ban hgp dong do, cau ta da
thay doi. T6i thyc sy nghi Ruud khéng duwge hdam mo lam. Sy thay doi trong cau
ta that la bi kich.

Em trai t6i Martin dd xem Ruud thi dau cho Heerenveen va bao, “Em thuc
su thich chang trai nay, cau ta rat phu hgp véi United.” V@i cdi nhin sang stia d6
toi can phai hanh dong. Chung t6i da tré lai gap Ruud nhuwng nhan dwgc cau tra
10i cau ta da ki hgp dong vai PSV mét thang trede dé. Diéu do lam t6i boi roi.
Nhuwng dwong nhw moi viéc da réi. Du vay ching t6i van dé mat tdi Ruud va da
c6 dong thai tiép theo vao nam 2000.

Trong mot ki nghi ngan ngay ¢ Tay Ban Nha, lic cac giai vo dich quoc gia
nghi thi dau, t6i nhan dugc tin xau: mot 10i nhan tir bac si cua ching t6i thong
bao Ruud khéng qua dugc bubi kiém tra y té. Ching t6i cé bang chitng chac chan
vé chan thwong day chang chéo cda cau ta. PSV khong dong y nhw vay, ho khang
khang cho rang tat ca nhitng két qua kiém tra cia ho chi cho thdy mot chan
thwong day chang khong nghiém trong va né khong thé ngan Ruud vugt qua budi
kiém tra. Tuy nhién Mike Stone* khong ky vao ban két qua do. Vi vay ching t6i
tra Ruud vé PSV, ho da dé cu ta tap luyén tré lai va quay phim qua trinh luyén
tap vi lgi ich ctia chiing t6i. Trong budi tap, dau goi cia Ruud da hoan toan yéu
di. Canh twgng do rat song dong trén TV, ban c6 thé nghe thdy cau ta thét 1én.
Chung t6i nén lam gi day?
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“Ngay nay, néu c6 ding nguoi diéu tri, ca chan thuwong nay c6 thé dugc hoi
phuc chi trong vai thang,” t6i n6i v6i Martin Edwards.

Van Nistelrooy da diéu tri theo 16 trinh dang tin cdy cua bac si Richard
Steadman & Colorado va nghi thi ddu gan mot nam. Cau ta tré lai vao cu6i mua
giai d6 va ching t6i ky hgp dong véi Ruud vao nam 2001, sau khi t6i xem cau ta
thi dau trdn dau vGi Ajax. Su co dong cta Ruud khong hé suy giam va phong do
cta cau ay khong bi lu m& di. Ruud khong phai la tién dao nhanh nhat, nhung la
mot tién dao co tw duy cye ky nhanh nhay trong vong cam.

To6i cling da gap Ruud tai nha riéng ctia cau ta trong thoi gian hoi phuc chan
thwong va t6i da néi véi Ruud chiing t6i van sé mang cau ta tdi Old Trafford, bat
luan chan thvong cta cau dy. 6 la mot 16i nhan quan trong doi véi Ruud, bdi vi
toi khong nghi cau ta c6 dua ty tin vao thoi diém dé cta sy nghiép. Ruud chi la
mot chang trai nong thon.

Ruud 12 mot tién dao trung tdm dién hinh theo phong cach Y, hoan toan
khong bao gid choi dat ra canh hay thyc hién nhitng pha tac béng. Vao nhitng
nam dau cua thap nién 60, Juventus s& hitu mot tién dao trung tam tén Pietro
Anastasi, ngwoi hau nhw chang dong gop gi trén san truede khi ha guc doi tha
bang nhitng ban thang bung n6 bat ngo.

Do la dang tién dao trung tam rat pho bién trong thoi ky do, nhitng nguwai chi
cham cham thyc hién nhiém vu ctia minh trong ving cam dia. Van Nistelrooy la
dang cau tha nhw vay. BDong doi phai lam bong, phdi tao co hoi cho cau ta dit
diém. Nhung Ruud la mot ngudi ditt diém hoan hao, véi mot s6 ban thang kiéu
“an cap tring ga” thuc su!

Thye ra, Ruud la mot trong nhitng tién dao ich ki nhat ma toi tirng thdy. S6
ban thang ca nhan chinh la néi am anh dan dwong cho cdu ta. Sy tp trung vao
mot muc tiéu duy nhat nhw thé khién Ruud tré thanh mat sat tha tuyét voi. Cau ta
khong quan tam téi viéc xay dung 16i choi, khong quan tdm da chay bao nhiéu
mét trong mot tran dau hay da tang toc bao nhiéu lan. Linh virc duy nhat ma cau
ta quan tam la Ruud Van Nistelrooy da ghi dugc bao nhiéu ban. Ruud la siéu sao
sut bong song. Cau ta sé lao ngay vao bén canh hau vé va tung ra mot cu sut
nhanh va manh.

Néu ban dat nhitng tay san ban hang dau cua t6i lai cing nhau (Andy Cole,
Eric Cantona, Van Nistelrooy, Rooney), Ruud la tay ghi ban nhiéu nhat. Nhung
cau thua ditt diém ban nang nhat lai la Solskjaer. Van Nistelrooy da c6 mot s6 ban
thang tuyét diéu, nhung da phan lai kha don gian, cau ta thwong dit diém trong
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khu virc 5m50. Andy Cole ciing da ghi vai ban thang dep, nhung hau hét déu la
nhitng khi... bong da gan vao gon, cau ta chi cép duge bong, thudn chan va do la
nhitng ban thang an chac. Trong khi d6, k¥ nang dit diém caa Solskjaer c6 thé
goi la tuyét my! Suy nghi ctia cau ta lam nén moéng cho ky nang dit diém.
Solskjaer la nguwdi c6 6c phan tich. Ngay khi t6i vi tri dit diém, cdu ta nhw da
phéong to va nam bat moi hinh anh & khu vic xung quanh! Nhwng Solskjaer
khong luon choi hét tran bdi vi cau ta khong phai dang tién dao manh mé nhat.
Solskjaer da phéat trién vé thé chat hon sau nay dé c6 thé choi quyét liét hon
nhung trede do cau ta chi la mot anh chang manh khanh c6 thé trang yéu 6t.

Trong cac tran dau, khi ngo6i trén bang ghé danh cho cau thu dy bi, Ole luén
ghi chép. Do d6 khi vao san cau ta da phan tich ky doi phwong, vi tri ho dang
nam gitt. Solskjaer c6 thé hinh dung ra tat cd nhitng hinh anh dé. Tran dau duéi
mat cau dy giong nhw mot biéu d6 va cau ay biét phai di chuyén dén dau vao lic
nao.

Ole 1a mot cau tha hién lanh va khong bao gid muon kiém chuyén véi toi.
Chéng bao gio c6 chuyén Ole dap ctra phong t6i va doi c6 cho trong doi hinh
xudt phéat. Ching toi biét cau dy hai long véi vai tro cia minh va diéu do thuc sy
gitp ich cho ching t6i, bai vi néu ching t6i gap khé khan khi liya chon nguoi sé
phai ngoi ngoai trong ba tién dao, sé c6 ngudi thi tw hai long vai vi tri hd cong.
Nhw vay ching t6i sé chi con ba tién dao kho tinh can sap xép la Yorke, Cole va
Sheringham.

Luc dau t6i tin tam dnh hwdng ctia Ruud sé rong hon thiye t€ cau ta thé hién.
T6i da hy vong Ruud lam dwgc nhiéu hon nhitng thi ma cac cau thu Manchester
United phai thye hién. Ciing da c6 Itic cau ta tao ra dnh hwéng va don sttc vao do,
nhung Ruud khong phai kiéu cau tha can cu nhw vay. Ruud khéng dugce troi phu
cho thé lyc sung man. Céc bai kiém tra sic khoe cua cau ta chwa bao gio c6 két
qud xuat sac. Nhung ban biét chac la Ruud c6 thé dwa béng vao lwgi néu ban
chuyeén boéng tot cho cau ta.

Trong nhitng nam tredc do ching t6i da mat di sy phuc vu ciua Cantona,
Teddy Sheringham da ra di, Ole gap van dé vé dau goi, Yorkie (Dwight Yorke -
ND) da mat di sy tap trung, chi con Andy la van khoée khoan va sung sttc. Ban
ludn ludn c6 thé tin twdng Andy, nhwng t6i biét khi t6i mua Van Nistelrooy vé, toi
sé c6 van dé ndy sinh vaGi Cole, badi vi cau ta nghi minh la tién dao trung tam gidi
nhat thé gigi. Toi néi diéu nay that 1ong, bdi vi do6 la sy nhan thitc vé ban than
hitu ich can phai c6, nhung Cole da phat long khi t6i bat dau bat cap cau ay cung
Van Nistelrooy trén hang tan cong cta doi.
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Sy bat man ciing da thé hién ro trong moi quan hé cia Andy va Cantona.
Nguwoi dong nghiép duy nhat ma Andy muén choi cung 1a Yorkie. Mua gidi nam
1998-1999 ctia ho that sy la thién duwong. Moi quan hé dong doi va tinh ban cta
ho that phi thuvong. Ho chang hé biét nhau cho dén khi Yorkie gia nhap cau lac
bd, nhung tit d6 ho dinh v&i nhau nhw sam. Trong cac bubi tap ho ludn chay cung
nhau, lam dong tac gia, chuyén mét hai v&i nhau. Ho phdi hgp véi nhau that dep
mat, va ghi 53 ban cung nhau trong mua bong 4y.

ba cdp véi Van Nistelrooy khong hiéu qua doi véi Andy, vi vay t6i da ban
cau ay cho Blackburn Rovers. Andy vira qué tudi 30 thoi diém dé va ching t6i
cam thdy cau lac b6 da nhitng nam thang tot dep ctung cau ay. Chung t6i ki hgp
dong véi Cole vao nam 1995, c6 sw phuc vu cta cau ta trong bay nam va nay
nhan dugc 6,5 triéu bang tv Blackburn. Trudc kia, mirc gia chung t6i mua Andy
vé ti* Newcastle la 7 triéu bang, cong thém Keith Gillespie, ngudi c6 gia khong
hon 1 triéu bang. Nhw vay ching t6i da gan nhw thu lai toan bd so tién trén sau
bdy nam - mot thwong vu khong té chut nao!

MGt tién dao khac ndy sinh van dé vdi sy ich ki cta trong 16i choi ctia Ruud
la Forlan, ciing 1a m6t cau thu 1én. Ruud muon la tién dao s6 mot, do6 1a ban tinh
cta cau ta. Diego Forlan khng mudn déng vai tro vé tinh, vi vay khi ban dat hai
ngwoi bon ho cung nhau thi chang c6 sw két hgp nao ca. Diego sé choi tot hon
néu c6 mot doi tac phu hgp. Nhung cau ay ciing da ghi dugce nhitng ban thang vo
gia: hai ban tai Anfield, mot ban ti* ct sut cudi cung trong tran dau véi Chelsea.
Diego la mdt cau thu gioi va cuc ky chuyén nghiép.

MGt rac roi khac ma t6i gap phai vdi Forlan la em gai cau ay bi tan tat, &
Majorca, va Diego phai cham s6c ¢6 ay. Nhung cau ta 1a nguwoi ludn lac quan, vui
vé, twoi réi nhu mot luéng gié maéi. Diego con biét néi t6i nam ngon ngit khac
nhau! Chung t6i dé Diego di vdi gia 2 triéu bang, cai gia t6i nghi la qua ré. Vai
mutc lwong cda cdu ay, khong cau lac bo nao chiu trd gid cao hon. Sau do6 chiing
toi dwoc biét Forlan da cé gia téi 15 triéu bang. Khi thi dau, Diego c6 toc do rat
tot. Cau ta nho ngwoi nhung c6 phan than trén cuwe ky vitng chai. Forlan choi
tennis rat gidi, tham chi c6 thé trd thanh mot tay chuyén nghiép va cau ta da phai
lwa chon giita tennis va béong da. Toi da biét diéu do khi cau dy gia nhap cau lac
bd. Trong giai dau tennis giao hitu tréc mua gidi cua chung to6i, t6i da co gang
dat cugc vao Forlan. T6i da néi v6i Gary Neville, nguoi nhan ca cugc, “Muc
cuoc cua Diego la bao nhiéu?”

“Tai sao? Tai sao 6ng hoi vay?”, Gary noéi vdi vé hoang hot. “Cau ta c6 tham
gia thi dau a?”
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“Sao toi biét dugc chit?” toi tra 10i. “Sao cau khong héi cau ta di?”

Nhung Gary da dé phong t6i. Cau ta khong nhan keéo nao dat cwgc cho
Diego ca. Thyec té thi khi danh tennis véi dong doi, Diego da dé dang dé bep moi
nguoi.

“Ong nghi ching t6i ngdc 1dam a?” Neville néi. T6i noi, “A, ciing dang dé
thir ma. T6i da hy vong cau n6i 10 an 1 co day!”
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muoi hai

MOURINHO - bOI THU “PAC BIET”

Lén dau tién t6i nhan ra José Mourinho la mot moi de doa tiém tang la lic cau
ta m& dau cudc hop bao véi tu cach la huan luyén vién cua Chelsea trong mua he
nam 2004. “T6i la nguwoi dac biét,” José tuyén bo. “That 1a mot cau tré hon lao,”
toi nghi vay, khi quan sat Mourinho théa man gi6i bao chi bang vo s6 cau néi co-
thé-trich-dan-duoc.

T6i nghi trong dau: lai mot tay méi tham gia cudce choi. Tré trung. Khong cé
diém gi dé thao luan vé cau ta, cling chang cé diém gi dé dau vai cau ta. Nhung
José c6 tri thong minh, sty tin dé giai quyét cong viéc tai Chelsea.

T6i da néi chuyén vdi Carlos rat nhiéu vé José. Theo Carlos thi “D6 1la mot
chang trai rat thong minh.” Carlos biét Mourinho tr ltic ho cung lam viéc tai hoc
vién bong da. José 1a mét trong nhitng hoc tro cua Carlos & Bo Pao Nha. “Anh ta
1a hoc tro gioi nhat cua téi cho dén bay gio. Cho dén tan bay gio ddy,” Carlos néi
V@i toi. Vi thong tin do, toi quan sat Mourinho cu@i 1én lan song ky vong do
chinh c4u ta tao ra nhu thé nao; lan sé6ng da mang cau tr Porto t6i London dé lam
viéc cho Roman Abramovich. Mot cach hinh anh thi José nhi mot VBV luwét van
c6 thé tru lai v&i con song lau hon bat ky ai khac. Ngay 1ap tic t6i biét rang kéo
con nguwoi nay vao mot cudc chién tdm ly khong phdi la mot cach khoén ngoan.
Toi sé phai tim mot cach khac dé déi pho véi cau ta.

Trong giai doan tr thang 8-2004 dén thang 5-2006, chuing t6i chi gianh dwgc
mot chiéc Cup Lién doan (League Cup) nam 2006. Chelsea va José vo dich
Premier League trong cd hai mua. Do Arsenal da suy yéu, sy giau c6 cta
Abramovich va kha nang huan luyén ctia José da tré thanh tré ngai 16n nhat trong
qua trinh tai thiét cua chung toi.

Theo truyén thong, viéc chuan bi mua gidi méi cia MU ludn tap trung vao
ni¥a cudi cia mot mua gidi von bao gom 38 tran dau. Chung t6i luén manh mé
khi tang t6c va vé dich. Khoa hoc va tinh than thi dau da ho trg cho kha nang MU
thang cac tran dau trong nhitng thang quyét dinh.
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José la ngudi mai dén, lam viéc cho mot 6ng chu lam tién va cé nhiéu quang
cao phéng dai don dudng cho cau ta. Vao mua thu nam 2004, cau ta can mét khai
dau manh mé trong nhitng tuan dau tién cua minh tai Stamford Bridge. Chelsea
bang 1én dan sdu diém va ching t6i khong bao gio c6 thé san bang. Mgt khi ho
vuot 1én trude trong cudc dua gianh chitc vo dich, José sé lam sao dé dam bao
Chelsea thang, du rat sit sao, trong nhiéu tran: hau hét la nhitng tran thang 1-0
hodc 2-0. Ho ¢6 gang ghi ban trwdc va sau do gitt vitng ty s6 mong manh dé bang
16i da chac chan. Chelsea da tré thanh mot doi bong cye ky khé bi danh bai. Ho
dwgc té chite t6t hon nhiéu so véi trede day. Toi da khong gianh duge mot tran
thang nao tai Stamford Bridge ti* khi Mourinho dén dé.

Trwdc moi giai dau, José chuan bi vo cung ky lwdng cho khau phong ngw
cta Chelsea. Trong giai doan dau, cau ta thwong bo tri ba hau vé, hai cau tha
chay canh va mét hang tién vé hinh kim cwong. Qua that rat kho chong lai doi
hinh dé.

Cudc dung do dau tién cta ching t6i 1a & Champions League mua giai 2003-
04, khi Porto cua José da loai chung t6i. Toi da c6 tranh cai chut it v&i cau ta vao
cudi tran lwgt di. Tuy thé, toi thuwong cé nhitng bat dong vdi cac huan luyén vién
dong nghiép khi lan dau tién cham tran ho. Tham chi George Graham va toi ciing
tirng va cham sau cudc gap g& dau tién cua ching t6i khi George dang & Arsenal.
Sau do6, ching t6i trd thanh nhitng nguwdi ban tot. Biéu nay ciing ding vai
Mourinho. T6i lu6n thady Mourinho la nguoi rat hitu ich va céi mé. T6i nghi rang
cau ta cling nhan ra minh dang tiép xtc véi mot ngwoi da trdi qua tat cad nhitng
thai cyc cam xuc trong cac tran dau, tit d6 cling rat thich tro chuyén véi toi.

Sy phan no cua t6i trong tran dau lwgt di bat ngudn tr cac pha dn va cua cau
tha Porto. T6i nghi cau dy hoi ngac nhién vé sy tifc gian cuda t6i. Toi da hoi qua.
Khong can thiét phai trut gian 1én José. Toi da gian dit hon khi Keane bi dudi
khoi san. T6i luon nhé dén viéc Martin O’Neill phan nan vé dao ditc ctia cac cau
tha cda José trong tran chung két UEFA Cup gitta Porto va Celtic, tran ma Porto
gianh chién thang. Thanh kién da c6 san trong dau t6i. Toi da xem tran chung két
d6 nhung khong nghi rang ho la dién hinh ctia mét doi bong Bo6 Bao Nha. Nhung
khi Martin O’Neill ¢ néi mai vé viéc do, thi t6i lai bat dau ty thuyét phuc minh
rang doi bong cta José rat dang ngo.

An twong ban dau cua t6i trong tran luot di trén san khach: Roy Keane chi 1a
nan nhan cta phan quyét sai lam cta trong tai. Tuy nhién khi xem lai, rd rang cau
tht MU nay da danh ngudi thu mon Porto Victor Baia. Chuyén nay lam chuing t6i
chi con 10 ngudi trén san, dong thoi Keane bi treo gio tran lugt ve.
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Trong tran dau trén san Old Trafford, trong tai cw x& ky la. Vao Iic chi con
3-4 phut la hét gio, MU tan cong lién tuc. Ronaldo loai duwgc mot hau vé va bi doi
phuwong don nga. Trong tai bién phat co nhung trong tai chinh ngwdi Nga cho tran
dau tiép tuc. Porto mau chong dwa béng sang phan san bén kia va ghi ban.

To6i da chic mirng José vao cudi tran ddu dé. Khi mot doi bong ha guc ban,
diéu quan trong va bat budc la phdi tim cach dé no6i cau “Chic cac ban may
man”. Ching t6i cing uéng mot ly rvgu vang va téi néi vdi cau ta, “H6m nay anh
da gap may, nhung t6i chic anh may man trong vong sau.”

Lan ké tiép khi xuat hién tai Old Trafford, cau ta mang theo mot chai rwgu
vang cua riéng minh, hiéu Barca-Velha (th6i quen nay sau dé tr¢ thanh “truyén
thong” gita chiing t6i). Khong hiéu sao ma rwgu vang Chelsea dd khing khiép
nhw vay! Co6 lan t6i néi v6i Abramovich, “Dé la nwéc tdy son.” Tuan sau 6ng ta
gui cho toi mot hom rugu Tignanello. Pay dung la loai tuyét hdo, ngon khong
ché vao dau dugc.

Vé chuyén José da chay nhuw bay ngoai duwong bién tai san Old Trafford khi
Chelsea chién thang, thi chinh t6i cling da tirng lam vay. T6i nh¢ lai khi MU ghi
ban vao lw6i Sheffield Wednesday, ngudi trg ly Brian Kidd quy g6i trén san, con
toi thi ho hét chung vui bén dwong bién. T6i nguwdng md nhitng ngudi biéu 16
cam xuc cua ho, vi diéu do cho thay ho c6 quan tam.

Chién thang truwdc United tai Champions League nam d6 da dwa tén tudi
José dén vd&i moi nguwdi. Banh bai Celtic trong tran chung két UEFA Cup da la
mot thanh tyu, nhwng danh bai Manchester United tai Old Trafford va sau doé di
tiép dé gianh chién thang tai Champions League la mot minh chitng day du hon
cho tai nang cua cau ta. Toi con nhé da néi vi Mourinho vao khodng nam 2008,
“To6i khong biét khi nao minh sé nghi hwu. Thuc khé khan khi da c6 tu6i, vi khi
d6 ching ta so phai nghi huu”. José néi, “Ong khong dwgc nghi huwu, 6ng con
phai tiép tuc vdi toi,” sau dé noéi thém rang tuy c6é nhitng thir thach khac, nhung
trén hét cau ta rat mudn quay lai Anh. Mourinho doat chitc v6 dich Champions
League v6i Inter Milan va La Liga v&i Real Madrid trwdc khi tré lai Chelsea vao
thang 6-2013.

Tat cd moi ngwdi ma toi tirng cé dip tro chuyén déu néi rang José dac biét co
ich cho cau thu. Khi lap ké hoach, cadu ta ti mi dén ting chi tiét. Ngoai ra
Mourinho con la mot nguwdi dé thwong véi nhitng ai hiéu ré cau ta, mot ngudi c6
kha nang tu trao, ti bién minh thanh mét tro dua. Toi khong biét liéu Wenger hay
Benitez c6 kha nang do6 khong!
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Xem José gidi quyét cong viéc tai Real Madrid sau khi dwgc bé nhiém vao
nam 2010 that hdp dan. D6 la viéc bé nhiém thd vi nhat ma toi tirng biét trong
bong da; mot sy két hop hdp dan nhat gitta phong cach huan luyén va phong cach
thi dau. Moi HLV lam viéc cho Real déu phai tuan tha triét ly galactico ctia d6i
béng. Khi bo nhiém Mourinho, t6i chac chan ho phdi chap nhan rang sé can phai
udn theo suy nghi ctia cau ta néu ho muén gianh chién thing & ctip chau Au.

O day, cau chuyén cfing ging nhu bat ky nganh nghé nao khac. Ban dwa
dén mot ngwdi mdGi va dot nhién moi thi déu thay doi, roi cac tac gia caa viéc bo
nhiém nay noéi, “Khoan da nao, chinh ching t6i cling khong biét sé gap phai tinh
huong nay”. Co € sé c6 vai nguwdi ham md ngoi & san Bernabéu nghi, “T6i khong
hai long véi diéu nay. Toi khong trd tién cho diéu nay. Tha thua 4-5 con hon la
thang 1-0.”

Vi vay, su kién José ¢ Madrid thu hut sy chu y cua t6i. D6 la thach thirc 16n
nhdt trong sy nghiép cta cau ta. Ba chitng minh dwgc gié tri cia phwong phap
ctia minh & Porto, Chelsea va Inter Milan, titng gianh dugc hai cip chau Au & cac
cau lac bo khac nhau, liéu Mourinho c6 thé dinh hinh lai Real Madrid theo hinh
anh, suy nghi riéng ctia minh? Ngay tr dau, c6 vé nhu cdu ta chang thé nao tir bo
nhitng y twédng quan trong nhat vé chién thuat cia minh vi 16i choi tan cong va
hoa my. Mourinho biét rang d6 khong phai la con dwong dé thanh cong trong
béng da hién dai. Barcelona tdn cong dep mat, nhung ho cling quyét liét gianh lai
bong khi mat quyén kiém soat béng. Ho 1a mot tap thé lam viéc cham chi va doan
két. Nguwoc lai, trong giai doan Real vao dén ba tran chung két Champions
League trong 5 nam, ho da c6 nhitng cau tha t6t nhat: Zidane, Figo, Roberto
Carlos. Fernando Hierro, Iker Casillas trong khung go, Claude Makélélé & khu
vuc gitta san dé danh chan.

Sau do6, ho gitt lai hé thong galactico, nhap khau 6 at cac cau thu Ha Lan
cung v@i nhitng ngdi sao nhuv David Beckham, Van Nistelrooy va Robinho,
nhung Cup chau Au da 1ang tranh ho ké tir sau tran chung két 2002 & Glasgow.
Mourinho da chitng minh kha nang giip mot déi bong 16n gianh chién thang,
nhung diéu t6i muon cé cau tra 1oi la: liéu cau ta c6 duge ap dung phwong phap
cta minh tai Madrid hay khong.

José la mot nguwoi thuc dung, diéu nay ré rang khong phai ban cai. Biém
khai dau trong triét ly bong da cia cdu ta la ddm bao doi bong cia minh khong bi
thua. Gap Barcelona trong vong ban két Champions League ¢ mua giai trudc,
Mourinho biét d6i Inter cia minh sé phai nhwong 65% thoi gian s& hitu bong cho
doi phuwong. Tat ca cac doi béng khi gap Barcelona déu biét diéu do: Barcelona
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luon dam bao choi hon nguwoi & khu vie gitta san. Néu doi phuong bo tri bon
ngwoi ¢ gitta san, ho sé c6 nam, néu ban choi véi sau ngwdi thi ho sé cé bay
nguoi! Bang cach do ho cé thé xoay vong qua bong, chuyén trong khu gitta san
vGi nhau hodc chuyén vé cho cac hau vé. Két cuc ban sé cudn vao tro du quay
cda ho, chay vong vong mai va cudi cung hoa mat. B6i khi ban con cé thé nga
tring qua béng nita. C¥ nhin vao tro du quay di va ban sé hiéu t6i mudn néi gi:
don gian la ban sé chéng hét cd mat!

Vi vay, José biét Inter khong cé nhiéu bong khi dung Barcelona, nhwng cau
ta da c6 nhitng vii khi riéng ctia minh, cha yéu la choi tp trung va choi theo khu
vuc. Esteban Cambiasso, tién vé trung tam, la mot manh ghép sdng con trong doi
hinh Inter nay. Néu Messi xuat hién & day, Cambiasso ciling sé & day. Néu Messi
thinh linh xudt hién & cho khac thi Cambiasso ciling sé & noi d6. Nghe c6 vé dé
dang, nhung do6 la mot phan cua so do chung ctia doi, trong do tat ca cac nhiém
vu phong ngu phai noi két véi nhau, va n6 cé hiéu qua ky diéu. Sau nay, t6i theo
doi mot tran dau cua Real Madrid trong dé José thue hién ba sy thay doi nguoi
trong 15 phut cudi. Tét ca cac cau thu méi dugc thay vao déu c6 xu hwdng phong
ngy, dé chac chan rang Mourinho sé bao vé dugc chién thang.

Nhung tat ca nhitng chuyén trén dién ra rat lau sau nhitng cudc chién cta
chiing t6i vao gitta thap ky, khi Chelsea gianh chitc vo dich gidi Ngoai hang lan
dau tién trong vong 50 nam va tiép tuc bao vé dwgc n6 12 thang sau do, vao mua
hé nam 2006. Néu 2004-2005 la mot mua gidi khing khiép khi MU khong doat
dugc chiéc ctp nao thi nam sau do chung t6i cling chi mang vé dugc League Cup
ma thoi. Mot doi hinh méi dang hinh thanh, nhung khi ay t6i cling khong biét
dwgc rang sau d6 MU c6 thé ba lan lién tiép gianh chitc v6 dich Premier League.

Chién lwgc cta ching t6i 1a tai thiét dé chuan bi cho s ra di cudi cung cta
Keane, Giggs, Scholes va Neville. Thuc té thi ba ngwdi trong s6 ho da tiép tuc &
lai 1au hon ké hoach, trong khi Keane budc phai di. Ching t6i dv dinh két hop
mot nhém cac cau tha tré c6 thé phat trién trong nhiéu nam vdi kinh nghiém cuaa
Giggs, Scholes va Neville dé ho trg qua trinh phat trién d6. Gio day nghi lai thi
dé6 1a mot chién lwge khong du tiéu chuan dé thanh cong.

Vang, ching t6i da c6 mot mua gidi kho han 2004-05, thua Arsenal trong
tran chung két Cup FA trong loat stt luan Iwu, nhwng trong tran dau day an twgng
do, toi c6 thé thay trién vong cia Rooney va Ronaldo. Ho “ludc chin” Arsenal
ngay hom do, khi ma trong tran dau ching t6i da c6 21 cu stt tring muc tiéu.
Trong vong 1/16 Champions League, ching t6i thua 0-1 trén san nha va san
khach tredc Milan, véi Hernan Crespo ghi cd hai ban. Tai thiét ddi bong khong
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lam t6i hodng sg, do gan nhu la ban nang cta t6i vay. Mot cau lac bo béng da
cling giong nhw mot gia dinh. Do6i khi ¢6 ngwdi roi khoi gia dinh. Trong béng da,
do6i khi nguoi ta budc phai ra di, déi khi ban muon ho di, d6i khi khéng c6 sy Iya
chon cho ca hai phia, khi c6 su can thiép cta tudi tac hay chan thuong.

T6i xic dong khi nhitng cau tha 16n roi khéi doi. Pong thai, mat toi sé ludn
doi theo nhitng cau thu lao twéng sap két thic cudc hanh trinh. Trong dau t6i ludn
c6 cau hai, “Khi nao cau ta sé ra di, con bao 1au nita?” Kinh nghiém da day t6i
phéi du trit cac cau tha tré cho céac vi tri quan trong.

Vi vay, vao ngay 10-5-2005, khi ching t6i phai ditng lam hang rao danh dw
chao dén Chelsea - nha v6 dich mdi - ngay trén san cta ching toi, t6i khong hé
c6 y dinh dau hang su giau c6 ctia Abramovich trong nhitng thang tdi.

Vé mat tam ly, d6 la mot thoi diém quan trong ctia Chelsea. Ho da vo6 dich
giai Ngoai hang lan dau tién trong ntta thé ky va tr lic d6 ho c6 thé ty nhin minh
bang mot anh mat hoan toan khac. Mot bai hoc chiing t6i phai nghién cttu can
than: khai dau cham (tai Premier League) c6 thé trd thanh mot 16i chét ngudi néu
chung t6i tut lai sau Chelsea, ké thach thitrc 16n vira xuat hién. Mua giai tiép theo,
ching t6i khai dau day khi thé, tuy thé chién dich dan that bai, va dinh diém té
hai 1a tran dau véi Lille ¢ Paris, khi mot bo phan ung ho vién da la 6 cac cau tha
tré trong khu vic khéi dong sau su kién Keane gian dit chi trich trén MUTYV rang
mot sO cau tha trong doi da khong cung ganh vac moi viéc.

Dbiéu nay that tai hai chét ngwoi. Roy da lam tram trong thém chuyén ching
toi dang c6 phong do kém bang cach chia miii dui vao cdc dong ddi. Phong do
ctia MU hém dé that tham hai, va that bai 0-1 dém dé la hé tham trong sy nghiép
cda toi trong nhiéu nam.

Ciing trong thang ma Roy Keane roi cau lac bg, thang 11-2005, ching t6i
mat George Best. Ong 1a mot nguoi rdt dé thuong, nhe nhang, va khong hiéu sao
luén c6 vé hoi e ngai, thdm chi e ngai khi néi chuyén véi nguoi khac. Ong ludn
cam thay bét an vé chinh minh va diéu d6 lam ban lo lang. T6i nhé cé 1an ngoi
trong mot quan bar & Nhat Ban vGi George cung ban gai cua 6ng - va ong gan
nhw khong thé mé miéng, nhu thé qua ngai ngung. George 1€ ra phdi cé cudc
song t6t hon sau khi nghi da béng. Ong c6 thé huan luyén cac cau thu tré, nhung
c6 18 6ng thidu ca tinh dé tré thanh mot ngudi thay. It ai nhan ra réng thyc ra
George rat thong minh. BDam tang 6ng rat 16n va buon, dugc td chitc tuyét voi bai
thanh pho Belfast. N6 mang lai cam giac vé tam voc ctia mot tang 1é quoc gia.
T6i nhd minh da nhin cha ctia George, mot ngwoi khiém ton, bé nho, va nghi:
“Ong da sinh ra mot trong nhitng cau tha vi dai nhat moi thoi dai.” Mot ngudi
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dan 6ng nho tir Belfast, mot nguwoi dan 6ng lang 1é. Nhin 6ng gia do, ban cé thé
hiéu dugc tinh cach dé dat cua George tir dau ma ra.

Ngudoi quan tam bong da ¢ dat nwdc cta 6ng cha yéu la tang 16p lao dong,
va vi mot 1y do nao d6 ho thich nhitng ngwoi... khong hoan thién, nhuw Best,
Gascoigne hay Jimmy Johnstone. Ho nhw thay duwgc hinh dnh phan chiéu caa ban
than trong nhitng anh hung khong hoan hdo nay. Ho hiéu dugc sy yéu dudi.
Jimmy la mot chang trai dé thirong dén noi ban khong bao gio c6 thé khong thich
nhitng tro quy cda cau ay.

MBoi t6i thit Sau, Jock Stein déu nhin cham cham vao dién thoai ban va Jean,
vo ctia 6ng sé hoi, “Ong nhin ci dién thoai 1am chi vay?”

“N6 sé do chuong,” Jock noéi. “Dién thoai sé d6 chudng.”

Va chang c6 gi ngac nhién khi mot cudc goi sé bat dau nhw sau: “Canh sat
Lanarkshire day, 6ng Stein. Chung t6i dang gitt cau nhéc Jimmy & day.”

Di nhién George Best 1 mdt trong nhitng nha vo dich ctip chau Au vi dai
cta United. Nhung ching t6i con mot chang dwong dai dé dén dinh cao d6 & mua
giai 2005 nay. Wayne Rooney bi dudi khoi san trong tran hoa 0-0 tai Villarreal
vao thang 9-2005 do... v0 tay tan thwdng trong tai Kim Milton Nielsen (ngudi
tirng phat thé dé David Beckham tai World Cup 1998) khi nhan thé vang! Nielsen
khong phai la trong tai ma t6i wa thich, 6ng ta la mot trong nhitng 6ng vua san co
lam t6i dién tiét nhat. Hé nhin thdy tén 6ng ta trong danh sach trong tai la t6i chét
lang. D€ so sanh, trong mot tran dau khac, Rooney da lién tuc chii thé vao mat
Graham Poll. Poll 1& ra c6 thé dudi cau ay, nhung duong nhw 6ng ta thich dé cac
ong kinh camera ctia truyén hinh huéng vé Rooney hon! Nhwng it nhat 1a 6ng da
c6 y thitc dé doi xi vai Wayne nhw mot con nguwdi va khong phién bdi nhitng 10i
chtri bGi ctia cau ta. Vé mat nay, Rooney can phai ton trong Poll hon Nielsen. D6
cling la tran dau ma Heinze bj dit day chang dau goi sau khi dai dién cua anh ta
da yéu cau chiing t6i cho phép duwgc chuyén nhugng.

Trong khi do, sau khi chiing t6i bi loai khéi Champions League véi that bai
1-2 trén san Benfica vao thang Mudi hai, bao chi da tung ra luan diéu ban-truéc-
khi-hét-han. Néu bi chi trich vi so suat lién tuc trong cong viéc thi con c6 y nghia
v6i t6i, nhung y kién cho rang t6i da thua vi c6 tudi thi qua la dang phi nho. Khi
nguwoi ta gia di thi ho c6 thém kinh nghiém! Nhung bay gid lai 1a thdi ma cau tha
hang dau dugc thué 1am hudn luyén vién tai Premier League ngay lap tic sau khi
nghi thi dau ma khéng can hoc nghé gi ca. Cac huan luyén vién giau kinh nghiém
bi cho ra ria. Hay nhin xem: Bobby Robson bi diay khdi Newcastle. Sam
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Allardyce, mot huan luyén vién da chitng minh la cé nang luc, chi tru dugc sau
thang & chinh cau lac bé do6. That nyc cuwdi. Phai déi mat véi bao chi vao ngay
thit Sau thie 1a buye minh. Tat nhién khong ai hoi thang vao mat t6i: “Coé phai ong
da qua han st dung?”, nhung ho sé viét vé chuyén nay. Ho st dung sitc manh cta
ngoi bt dé tiéu diét huan luyén vién.

Tao da c6 logic riéng ctia né. Nhitng ké ting ho quan diém trén han sé noi:
“Nhitng gi ho viét la dung, ban biét do, t6i da néi diéu nay tir lau r6i.” Nhung toi
biét chiing t6i sé tién ti dau, va toi cling biét MU can mot chit thoi gian. Nhung
khong dwgc qua 1au, vi tai thoi diém doé trong sy nghiép, toi c6 1é da khong dugc
cho phép c6 thoi gian suy nghi vo thai han. Néu t6i khong cam thay minh sap xay
dung dugc mot doi hinh gidi khac, co 1€ t6i da tw nguyén ra di. Toi tin twéng
Rooney va Ronaldo. T6i chac chan vao bd may tuyén trach va tim kiém tai nang
ctia MU, chac chan chiing t6i sé tim dwgc cac cau thu giéi dé dwa doi bong tré lai
trinh do von c6. Mac du ching toi chi gianh duy nhat League Cup, nhitng doi
béng ciing da c6 vai man trinh dién t6t trong nam 2006.

Phong do cua chung t6i hoi phuc sau thét bai truéc Benfica, véi cac chién
thang trudc Wigan, Aston Villa, West Brom va Bolton gitip ching t6i chi con
cach chin diém sau Chelsea & giai Ngoai hang. Rdi Evra va Vidic gia nhap doi. O
phia duwéi, ching t6i thye hanh céac bai tap phong ngy hau nhw moi tuan, dac biét
vdi cac qua tat bong: xac dinh vi tri, tranh bong, sy di chuyén cua tién dao khi
boéng dugc tat vao, vai s tham gia phong ngw cia ca cac hau vé canh. Bai tap bat
dau tai vong tron gitta san, véi hai tién dao va hai nhém cau thu chay canh, canh
phai va canh trai. Béng dugc chuyén cho dén mot trong hai tién dao, anh nay sé
sut bong. Ngay sau d6, mot qua béng th hai sé dwgc ném ra phia bién, dén
nhitng vi tri c6 thé tat bong va tir d6 ho sé tat bong vao trong, r6i mot qua bong
thi ba tir ria vong cdm dia lai dwgc dwa vao trong; vi vay, cac cau thu phai phan
tng vGi tinh huéng st bong, duong tat bong dau tién va bong tham nhap vong
cam dia. Bai kiém tra “ba trong mot”.

Van héa cua béng da da thay doi. Ban co6 thé néu ra bao nhiéu céi tén trung
vé thue s thich phong ngu? Nhung Vidic thich diéu nay. Cau ta yéu nhitng thach
thitc khi nhdy 1én dung dau tranh béng, dwong nhw sy héi hop ctia nhitng pha
tranh bong 50-50 lam Vidic phan khich. Smalling cling gan dwoc nhw thé, cau ta
cling thich phong ngw. Vidic la mot chang trai khac kho va kién quyét, mot nguwoi
Serbi kiéu hanh. Vao nam 2009, cau ta dén gap t6i dé n6i rang minh c6 thé nhan
duoc 1énh goi.

“Lénh goi, cau muon ndi gi”? T6i hoi, giong lo lang.
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“Toi sé di Kosovo, dé la nghia vu cua t6i.” R0 rang Vidic thie sy quan tam
dén viéc nay.

Viéc tim kiém cdac tai nang méi dugc thye hién xuyén luc dia va vugt qua
cac duong bién gigi. Gerard Piqué la nguwdi ching toi da chon ra dugc tir mot giai
ddu tré. Canh ctra cho cac cau thu tré tai giéi cia Barcelona da dugc mé ra qua
viéc Arsenal mua dugc Cesc Fabregas, vi vay ching t6i rat yén tam vé ly 1€ cta
minh khi thwong thdo véi gia dinh ctia Piqué. Mot tré ngai la viéc 6ng cda cau ta
ti'ng nam trong ban lanh dao ctia san Nou Camp. Gia dinh ctia Gérard rat gan bo
v6i lich str caa Barcelona.

Hon thé nita, ho vai lan thay doi huan luyén vién cua d6i mot, vi vay ¢ do
rat bat 6n. Piqué 1a mot cau tha tuyét voi va sau nay toi vo cung that vong khi cau
ta thong bao muon quay lai Tdy Ban Nha. Cau ta la mot chan chuyén béng ngoai
hang, c6 ca tinh tuyét voi véi mot tinh than chién thang. Moi ngudi trong gia dinh
Piqué déu la nhitng ngudi thanh cong, nhitng nha vo6 dich, diéu nay bat dau tir cha
me cuia cau ta. That khong may, Piqué khong thé dgi dén lic cap trung vé
Ferdinand va Vidic mat phong do dé c6 thé chiém vi tri chinh thitc trong d6i hinh.
D6 1a van dé cua t6i: 1€ ra Piqué va Evans sé la mot cdp trung vé tuyét diéu cta
MU trong muwoi nam tdi.

Khi ching t6i dau véi Barcelona tai ban két Champions League va hoa 0-0,
cha ctia Gérard da dén gap to6i tai khach san cua doi - cha me Piqué la nhitng
nguwoi thue sy dang yéu - va giai thich rang Barcelona muon dwa con trai cua 6ng
vé lai. Ban than ho cling nhé con va muén dwoc nhin thay con trai tré vé nha.
Gérard thi nhé nhitng tran dau véi doi mot va tin rang cdu ta cé thé kiém duoc
mot vi tri trong doi hinh xuat phat cta Barcelona. Rat chan that va thang than.
Mtic phi sau cung la 8 triéu euro. Cau ay da lam chung t6i mat 180.000 bang do
cac quy dinh cia FIFA ap dung tai thoi diém do.

Sau chuyén nay, cac cau lac bo 16n & chau Au da nang cac rao can nham
ngan chdn cac cugc dot kich cuia nguoi Anh. Ho sé khong bao gio cho phép
nhitng tai nang tré nhw Piqué va Fabregas roi khéi dat nwéc cta minh, hét nam
nay qua nam khac. Vé phia ching t6i, néu phat hién ra cac tai nang tré tai Anh,
ching t6i san sang tra khoang 5 triéu bang cho mét cau thu trong doi mot. Nhung
tai sao nguoi ta doi chiing t6i trd 500.000 bang cho mot cau thu ma roi lai khong
da dang cap? Richard Eckersley la mot truong hgp thd vi: Burnley dé nghi tra
ching t6i 500.000 bang dé c6 cau dy. Ching t6i muon 1 triéu bang, vi MU da bo
ra 12 nam dé phat trién cau bé. Viéc boi hoan nén thue su ¢6 hiéu lwe khi cac cau
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tha 1én doi mot. Toéi khong nghi la cac cau lac b ban cau tha cé thé than phién,
ddc biét la véi mot diéu khoan giadi phong hgp dong.

Tat ca ching ta déu c6 thé doi khi danh gia sai 1am, va trong nhitng nam
qua, toi cling mac phai vai truong hgp, nhu véi Kleberson, Djemba-Djemba v.v...
Toi da bi chi trich gay gat khi ky hop dong véi Ralph Milne - va ciu ay lam toi
phi méat 170.000 bang. T6i bi ném da vi viéc nay. Cac thanh vién ban huan luyén
tréu choc t6i: “Sép oi, minh can mot Ralphy Milne khac.” Nhom nay da lam viéc
v@i t0i hon 20 nam, va ho chang thé nao quén chuyén d6. William Prunier la mot
trvong hop khac lam t6i bi ché giéu. Tham chi Patrice Evra mot ngay no da noéi
V@i toi bang céi giong the thé dy: “Sép di, Sép c6 dwge William Prunier chwa?”

Ryan Giggs xi mat khi cho nghe cau tra 10i.

“Cé 10i, chiing ta tirng c6 anh ta theo dang thir viéc,” toi ngat 10i. “Thw viéc
sao?” Evra rit 1én dap lai, khong chiu bo qua dé tai nay.

“Bao lau vay?”

“Trong hai tran.”

“MGt lan thtr viéc trong hai tran sao?”

“Vang, va do la mot tham hoa!”

Va Patrice da dat dwogc muc dich cta cau ta...

Diéu dau tién ban lam cho mot cau tha mdi la gitap cau ta 6n dinh cudc séng
tai Anh: ngan hang, nha &, ngon ngit, phuwong tién di chuyén,.... B6 la ca mét qua
trinh. Ngon ngi¥ ludn 1a rao can I6n nhét. Vi dy, ndm bét tiéng Anh la ca van dé
v&i Valencia. V&i Antonio, do6 thuan tiy la van dé vé tu tin. Toi c6 thé viét va doc
bang tiéng Phéap, nhung t6i thiéu ty tin dé n6i n6. Antonio biét diéu nay va cham
choc hoi t6i “Tiéng Phap cua 6ng ra sao r6i?” vao mot ngay no. Toi hiéu cau ta
muon noi gi. Nhung t6i da chi ra cho Valencia thay rang néu t6i lam viéc & Phap
thi t6i sé no luc hét sitc dé néi dwgc ngdn ngir d6. Valencia dang lam viéc & Anh,
va nguyén tac trén phai dugc cdu ta ap dung.

Ay vay ma khi 1a mot cau thi, cau ta lai diing cdm nhw quy. Ban khéng cach
nao de doa dwgc Valencia. Xuat than nghéo khd, han nhién cau ta tirng au da trén
dwong pho. Mot chang trai gai goc, trong cac tinh huong tranh chap 50-50, cau ta
lu6n c6 mat lap tic va ghi chat 1ay dai thu.

Mot chir ky khac rat quan trong vao mua hé nam 2006 la hgp dong véi
Michael Carrick. Ching t6i da ngudng mo Carrick trong mot thoi gian va David
Gill da nhan dugc phan hoi tir Spurs la ho c6 thé san sang ban cau dy. “Anh dinh
dat gia cau ay bao nhiéu?” David héi.
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“Néu 6ng mua dwgc cau ay vdi gia tam triéu thi rat tot,” toi noi.

T6i sé luon nhé cau tra 10i cua David: “Daniel Levy ndi rang c6 1é can nang
gia 1én chat it thi ho méi chap nhan.”

Chtng t6i thwong thao trong nhiéu tuan. Chung t6i da xem Michael choi
trong tran dau vGi Arsenal vao cudi mua gidi va Martin no6i t6i, “Cau ay nhat dinh
phai 1a cau tht ctia Manchester United.” D6 la mot ngdi sao. Téi nghi mitc phi
ban dau la 14 triéu bang, nhung cdng thém cac diéu khoan phu thi tong so tién
1én dén 18 triéu bang.

Michael la mot tay chuyén bong bam sinh, va ltic nay thi Scholes da nhich
dan dén tudi 35. Diéu toi an twgng v@i Carrick 1a cau ta luén thich chuyén béng
lén phia trén. Pham vi hoat dong cta Carrick rat rong va cau ta c6 thé xoay
chuyén tinh thé. Vé&i cac cau tha hién co6, toi tin rang cac duong chuyén dai sé
hitu dung v6i MU. Sau mot vai thang, ching t6i noéi véi Carrick rang khong thé
hiéu dugc vi sao cau chwa ghi ban. Trén san tap Michael stt rét tot, nhung trong
cac tran dau, cau ta lai hiém khi tao ra nguy hiém cho d6i phwong tir cac cu sut
ctia minh. Chung t6i cai thién viéc d6, cho phép Carrick choi tw do hon va c6
gang giai phong sitc manh ma c6 1€ chinh cau ta ciing khong biét minh dang cé.
Co6 1é Michael da quen choi nhu khi con & Spurs, thi ddu thap nhat hang tién vé
va hiém khi tim cach thdam nhap vong cam dia. V&i ching t6i, chac chan Carrick
da tim ra nhiéu pham chat méi trong 16i choi cia minh.

Michael la mot cau thu giéi nhung lai hoi nhit nhat, do d6 doéi khi can dwoc
dong vién manh. Dac biét, Michael thuwong thi dau khong tot vao dau mua giai, vi
nhitng nguyén nhan ma ching t6i no lyc tim hiéu qua viéc chuyén tro véi cau ta,
nhung néi chung thi tv khodng cudi thang Mudi moi viéc sé on trd lai. Chinh vé
“tam thwong” nay lam moi nguwdi hiéu sai vé gia tri va thé luc tot cia Michael
Carrick.

Khi toi roi cau lac b0 Manchester, Mourinho da tro lai Chelsea. Trong thoi
ky trwdc day, Chelsea la doi bong cta cau tht nwdc ngoai ma toi thich nhat tai
Premier League (di nhién la khong tinh dén cac cau thu nwéc ngoai tai United!),
do la Gianfranco Zola - mdt cau thu dang kinh ngac. T6i sé luén nhé ban thang
anh ghi vao luwéi ching t0i tai Stamford Bridge khi anh nha chan nhw chuan bi sut
roi ham lai triede khi... st that. Trong khi Zola dang sang tac pha két thuc diéu
nghé cua minh thi Big Pally da chu6i huwéng vao béng va tiép tuc trugt di khi
Zola da kéo bong lai. Oi, ngay hom dé Pally nhan bao nhiéu 1a chi trich. Mot gi
nao dé ndi: “Nay, cau con ding lén ndi khong?” Nhuwng to6i yéu mén Zola, vi anh
da luon choi bong v6i mot nu cuoi.
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muoi ba

CANH TRANH VOI WENGER

Khi ding trén chién treong ban la mot con ngwdi hoan toan khac so vGi chinh
ban khi ditng & nha thd. Bén ngoai san cd, Arséne Wenger la mot ngudi diém
tinh. Ong 4y la ngudi ban dong hanh t6t va cé rat nhiu dé tai dé noi chuyén.
Chung t6i c6 thé tro chuyén cung nhau vé rwgu va rat nhiéu diéu khac trong cudc
song. Trong cac cudc hop cia UEFA, Wenger lu6n xem viéc gitip do cac huan
luyén vién trudng khac 1a nhiém vu cia minh. Ong 4y 1a mot thanh vién tan tdm
trong s6 ching t6i. Nhung khi dung t6i doi bong ctia Arséne - hodc lién quan t6i
chuyén thi dau - 6ng ta la mot nguwdi hoan toan khéc.

T6i ludn c6 cdm giac minh cé thé hiéu dugc Arsene. T6i c6 thé nhan ra thay
doi ro rang ¢ ong ay khi tiéng coi khai cudc mot tran béng cat 1én. Sy thay doi do
cling phan nao hién dién trong t6i. Néu ching téi c6 chung mot tinh cach nao dé
thi chac chan do la “ghét phai thua cudc”. Khi t6i thua tran dau véi Raith Rovers
trong nhitng nam dau sy nghiép cam quan ¢ St Mirren (ho da da ngudi ching t6i),
toi da tir choi bat tay vdi Bertie Paton, huan luyén vién tredng ctia Raith Rovers,
ngwoi kha than thiét véi toi va da tirng thi dau cung t6i ¢ Dunfermline. Khi do
Bertie di chay theo sau tdi dé qud trach. U thi thi thoang ban ciing can mot bai
hoc nho rang ban da sai, va t6i da c6 bai hoc ctia minh ngay hém dé. Bé 1a mot
101 nhan nha nho nhé rang cudc séng nay rong 1én hon bat ki tran dau nao. Cach
hanh x nhw vay that nhé mon va thiéu pham cach.

Cuoi cung thi Arséne va t6i da rat than thiét vdi nhau. Ching t6i da cung ton
tai trong thé gidi bong d4, ton trong nhitng no lyc cia nhau nham choi maét thi
béng da dep mat. Nhung ching t6i cling da c6 nhitng xung dot trong sudt nhiéu
nam. Phat sung dau tién la viéc Arséne than phién vé t6i khi t6i phan nan vé cach
x€ép lich thi dau. Mot 10i than phién vé mot 161 than phién! T6i phan phdo bang
mot 10i nhan xét khién Wenger phai bé mat, “Arséne chi vira md&i cap bén tir Nhat
Ban, 6ng ta thi biét gi ch¥?” Diéu nay la sy that.
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Trong hai nam ti€p theo, chinh Arséne lai than phién vé lich thi dau cta cac
doi bong. Mot huan luyén vién ngoai méi dén va nghi minh c6 thé huan luyén doi
béng choi 55 tran mGt mua gidi Premier League ma khong can diéu chinh gi thi
ding la ty dua gion véi minh. Premier League 1a mot giai dau khac nghiét va bao
mon nang lwgng cta cac cau thu. D6 1a li do tai sao, trong cac giai dau hién nay,
ban phai thay d6i doi hinh dé trai déu lyc lwgng cho ca mua gidi. Arséne da hoc
duwgc cach digu chinh cho phut hgp véi cung cach d6. Ong ta dd vuot qua duoc cd
soc ban dau khi phai dan dai thi dau lién tuc thit Bay, thit Tw va lai thi Bay...

Trong lan dau tién dan dat Arsenal thi dau véi chung t6i tai Old Trafford,
Wenger da dén van phong cua t6i. Lic dau m6i quan hé ctia ching t6i kha tét.
Nhitng van dé bat dau ndy sinh khi Arséne thua mot tran dau véi MU khi trong
tay ong ta la mot trong nhitng doi hinh chét lwgng ctia Arsenal. Arsene thay kho
c6 thé chdp nhan sai lam thudc vé doi minh va lu6n tim cach do6 16i cho doi
phuong. Ong ta thwdng tap trung vao nhitng tinh hudng tranh chap thién vé thé
lwe trén san. Arséne kho chap nhan thyc té rang doi phwong cé thé sé da ran voi
cac cau thu ctia minh. Theo céach hiéu déi khi cyc doan cua ong ta thi cac tinh
huéng tranh chap dong nghia v&i moi cu tac bong trén san. Trong dau Arséne
lu6n nghi viéc doi phwong thue hién tac bong d6i véi cau tht cta minh la pham
luat.

Madc du vay, t6i da xem nhitng doi hinh xuat sac nhat cia Arsenal va cam
thdy kiéng né. Toi ludn luodn thich thd khi xem cac doi bong cua Arsene thi dau.
Viéc phai doi dau vGi ho luon dé ra nhitng thir thach dac biét ma t6i phai mat
hang gio dé suy nghi xem minh phai lam gi. T6i luén c6 cdm gidc minh phai
kiém tra moi thit Arsenal da lam bdi vi ho tao ra rat nhiéu moi de doa trén san.
Mot doi tha 1én khac - Chelsea - khién ching t6i phéai d6i mat véi hang loat
nhitng van dé khac. O d6 ching t6i phai d6i mit vdi nhitng cau thu kinh nghiém,
nhitng ngwdi biét tdt ca nhitng manh khoe trén san c6. Trai véi Chelsea, Arsenal
lu6n choi rat trung thye, thang than.

Arsenal da c6 nhitng an phat to6i té nhat trong lich st béng da duéi thoi
Arséne thoi ky dau, nhung ban sé khong bao gio cé thé néi rang ho la nhitng cau
tha choi ban hay mot doi bong xau choi. Steve Bould va Tony Adams choi rat ran
- moi nguwoi déu biét diéu do. Ho sé luon ludn lao dén sau lwng ban. Nhwng thuc
chat, doi bong cia Arséne khong bao gid choi ban ca. X6ng x4o va c6 phan ngay
tho la nhitng tw nglt chinh xac hon dé mo ta vé Arsenal. Ho 1a mot 1 hiéu chién.
Bould va Adams chang han, nhw t6i da dé cap trwdc do. Sau d6 ho mua vé Patrick
Vieira, mot chién binh thuc sy, luon ap sat doi phuwong. Va Nigel Winterburn,
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mot ngwoi dé khién nguwoi khac bue boi, luon luén kiém chuyén. Ian Wright, tién
dao chu lyc cia ho trong giai doan dau nay, ciing c6 phong cach “xau choi”.

Trong nam 2010, Arséne dwa ra mét 10i binh ludn day ngac nhién vé Paul
Scholes, 6ng ta no6i véi cac phong vién rang Paul c6 mot ‘mang t6i’. Chang co6 li
do gi dé Arsene noi vé cac cau thu cuda téi. Chung t6i khong gdap Arsenal cudi
tuan do, va khong c6 mau thuan gi gitta ching t6i. Thoi diém d6 Paul Scholes da
gianh dugc muoi chitc vo dich Premier League va mot chitc vo dich Champions
League, va Arséne réu rao vé ‘mang t6i’ cta cau ta. That la kho hiéu!

Cac cau thu luén lam ban ngac nhién, ca khi ho choi t6t hon binh thwong lan
khi ho choi duéi phong d6. Arsene rat kho khan khi chap nhan diéu d6 1a mot
trong nhi*tng nguyén nhan khién ho bi danh bai. Bong da lam 16 ra nhitng diéu tot
nhat va toi té nhat & mot con nguwdi bdi vi nhitng cung bac cam xtc béng da mang
lai ludon cao vit. Trong mot tran cau giau cam xuc, mot cau tha cé thé mat ty tin
trong mot phit va trd nén mat kiém soat. Va ban sé phdi roi san va hdi tiéc vé
diéu d6. Arsenal gap rat nhiéu nhitng tinh huéng nhw vay, nhung Arsene rat kho
chap nhan thyc té rang nhitng thiéu sot va yéu dudi cua chinh doi béng doi khi la
nguyén nhan that bai trong mdt so tran dau. Loi giai thich doi khi nam ngay tai
do.

T6i khong ndi rang cac huan luyén vién truong co thé thdy hét dugc moi
thit, nhung ching toi thdy dugce hau nhw tat ca, vi vay 16i bao chita sau tran dau
cta Arséne kiéu nhu, “To6i khong thay vay” khong phai 1a cach t6i st dung. Cau
néi yéu thich cuia t6i la: “T6i sé can phdi xem xét lai diéu nay.” N6 cling giong
nhu cau néi trén, nhuwng cau néi nay mang lai cho ban thoi gian. Vao ngay tiép
theo, hodc chang bao 1au sau d6, moi chuyén da tré thanh “tin ci”, va sé c6 bao
nhiéu chuyén khéac chiém mat sy chid y ctia ban.

T6i da bi dudi khoi san tam lan trong su nghiép ctia minh - va lan cudi cung
la 1an ngu ngoc nhat, béi vi khi do téi da la huan luyén vién trudng. Mot cau thu
doi phwong da da ngudi maot trong nhitng cau tha cua chiing t6i va t6i da néi véi
canh tay phai ctia minh Davie Provan, “T6i sé bay vao san vao cho thang dé6 mot
tran.” Davie noi, “Dtng c6 ngu ngoc nhuw vay, ngoi yén di.”

“Néu han ma choi xau Torrance mot lan nita, toi sé cho han biét tay.” Va, di
nhién, han ta lai lam tro d6. “Thé day,” t6i noi. “T6i tdi day.”

Hai phiit sau t6i bi dudi khoi san.

Trong phong thay d6 t6i néi, “Néu t6i nghe dwgc bat cit thong tin nao vé
chuyén nay lot ra ngoai, tat cd cac cau sé phai chét.” Téi ct nghi trong tai da
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quay lung lai khi t6i danh han ta. Han cao khoang 1m90, mot cau thu vam vo.

Lan cham tran dau tién véi mot huan luyén vién Arsenal la v6i George
Graham. T6i ng6i xem két cuc cia cudc dua gianh danh hiéu nam 1989 trén lau
trong phong ngt va bao Cathy, “Khong dién thoai, dirng cé néi may cho ai.” Khi
Michael Thomas ghi ban vao lwéi Liverpool va gitp Arsenal gianh chitc v6 dich,
toi phat cau. Hai nam sau, Arsenal lai vo dich lan nita, danh bai chiing t6i 3-1
trong ndm ching tdi gianh dwgc Cdp C2 chau Au. T6i di ngdi cling George mot
ndm sau tran dau tai Highbury. Ong &y c6 mot bo swu tap rwgu whisky mach nha
hoanh trang. “Ong muén uéng chiit khong?” George héi. “Tdi khong uéng
whisky,” t0i trd 10i. V1 vay George khui mot chai rwgu vang.

“Trong nhitng chai regu mach nha do, 6ng thwong maoi khach chai nao?” toi
thac mac.

“Khong chai nao ca. Chang ai dugc maoi thit do dau,” George noéi. “T6i c6
mot chai Bell’s pha ¢ day.”

“Ong ding 1a dan Scotland dién hinh!” George cudi. “Dé 1a lwong huu cua
toi day.”

Cudc gap dau tién cua ching t6i tai Old Trafford 1a mot cudc chién. Sau do,
nho mot nguwdi ban chung thuyét phuc, George dén van phong cua t6i. Theo toi,
rat kho doi dau vdi Arsenal cia George tai thoi diém dé. Khi Arséne vé dan dat
Arsenal sau thoi gian huan luyén ngan ngti ctia Bruce Rioch, toi khong biét
nhiéu vé Wenger.

Co lan t6i hoi Eric Cantona, “Wenger la ngwoi thé nao?” Eric tra 10i t6i,
“T6i nghi 6ng ta qua thién vé phong ngw.” “O, ding roi.” To6i nghi vay. Va cach
Arsene bat dau ¢ Arsenal la mot hang hau vé gom nam ngwoi. Nhung khi ban
nhin vao cac doi hinh cia Arsene bay gid, ban khéng thé nao néi rang cac doi
hinh cia Wenger thién vé phong ngu. Do d6 16i nhan xét nam nao cua Eric van
lam t6i thay buon cuoi.

Vao cudi nhitng ndm 90, va nhitng nam dau thién nién ki mgi, Arsenal la d6i
tha trye tiép cua ching toi. Chang c6 doi nao khac chen vao dugc ca. Liverpool
va Newcastle cling da cé nhitng giai doan n6i 1én. Blackburn cling da gianh duogc
mot danh hiéu. Nhung néu ban nhin vao lich st treée khi José Mourinho cap bén
Chelsea, khong c6 bat cit moi de doa nao doi vdi sy thong tri cua chiing t6i ngoai
Arsenal. Chelsea la mot d6i giéi dau cip, nhung ho chwa bao gio leo 1én dugc
dinh Premier League.
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Khi Blackburn bat ngd gianh dwgc danh hiéu v6 dich Premier League (mua
giai 1994-1995), ching t6i biét rang vinh quang dé sé khong kéo dai dwgc bai vi
ho khéng c6 lich st dé duy tri mot thanh tyu vi dai nhw vay. Danh hiéu vo dich
Premier League ctia Blackburn la mét sy kién tuyét voi cho bong da néi chung va
Jack Walker néi riéng, day la ngwdi da mua vé nhitng cau thu gioéi cho cau lac bg,
ddc biét 1a Alan Shearer. B6 la mot khoang thoi gian phi thuong cua Blackburn.
Tuy nhién, kinh nghiém cho t6i biét rang chi nén lo lang vé nhitng do6i thu cé
truyén thong la (tng vién cta nhitng danh hiéu 16n. Khi Arsenal va United canh
tranh quyét liét trong mat thoi gian qua dai nhw vay, ngwoi ta biét rang cac Phao
tha duy tri dwge nhw vay la nho bé day lich st va ca tinh manh mé ctia minh.

Tai san cda Arsenal, trong nam cudi cung téi con la hudn luyén vién treéng
ctia United, t6i dd dung mot bita trwa tai phong hop va ty néi véi ban than, “O
day ding that 1a ding cap!” O Highbury t6i chdm chd nhin bitc twgng ban than
cta Herbert Chapman va nhan ra cdm giac vé sy vitng chai va muc tiéu ma birc
twgng cam thach d6 mang lai hoan toan vugt qua bat ky cam giac hoai c6 nao.
Nhitng thanh tyu ludn ¢ do, tir thoi Herbert Chapman va nhitng nam 1930 kéo dai
sudt cho tdi gio.

Cac phong thay d6 cta ho that 1ong lay. Nhitng lgi ich ctua viéc xay dung
mot san van dong hoan toan mdi that to 16n, vi nhu thé ban c6 nguyén mot to
gidy trang dé madc sic sang tao. Moi chi tiét ban thdy trong phong thay do cua
Arsenal tai day thé hién nhitng tiéu chuan cta Arséne: 6ng ta quan tdm dén moi
yéu cau cia mot doi béong. Chinh giita can phong la mdt cai ban mat da cam
thach, noi ho dé thitrc an. Sau tran dau, moi nguwdi quay quan tai day. Lai la mot
su thé hién dang cap khac! Doi ngii nhan vién c6 khu viye riéng cta ho.

Vi vay chua bao gid t6i ngirng lo lang vé viéc Arsenal sé mang thi tiéu
chuan chat lvgng cao d6 vao cudc chién ctia ching toi. Lich st gitdp ching t6i
nhuwng lich st cling giup ho, dong thdi ho c6 mot huan luyén vién phu hgp véi doi
béng ctia minh. Arséne la ngwdi thich hgp béi vi ban sé luén cam thay rang mot
khi dwoc trao cho co hdi huan luyén tai Anh, 6ng ta sé nam l1dy va khong bao gio
thay d6i. Trong sudt khodng thdi gian d6, da c6 tin don Arséne sé dén Real
Madrid mot ngay nao do, nhung tdi khong bao gio nghi Arsene sé roi khoi
Arsenal. T6i ty néi v6i minh, “Chiing ta sé& phai chiu dung dieu d6. Ong ta sé& &
day mai mai. T6t hon hét la minh nén lam quen vé&i chuyén do...”

C6 nhirng ltic khong khi rat buc bdi. Tuy Arsene sé chang bao gio dén udng
mot ly cung toi sau cac tran dau, nhung vién trg ly Pat Rice luén ludén buwdc qua
ctra va lam mot ly, cho dén khi xay ra vu pizza tai Old Trafford.
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Ky ttc cua toi vé sy kién do la khi Ruud van Nistelrooy vao phong thay do,
cdu ta than phién rang minh da bi Wenger chi trich khi r&i san. Ngay 1ap tic toi
lao ra ngoai va néi véi Arséne, “Dé cac cau thi cla toi yén.” Ong ta dang budn vi
thua tran. D6 1a li do Arséne c6 hanh vi hiéu chién nhw vay.

“Ong nén chd y dén cau tha ctia minh thi hon,” t6i néi v6i Arséne. Ong ta
gian tim gan. Tay 6ng ta nam chat lai. T6i van kiém ché dugc, t6i biét diéu do.
Arséne c6 van dé v6i Van Nistelrooy. T6i nhd Wenger da néi ong ay da c6 co hoi
ki hgp dong vdi Ruud nhung quyét dinh rang cau ta chwa da gioi dé choi cho
Arsenal. T6i dong y vdi Arséne & chd Van Nistelrooy c6 thé khong phai la mot
cau thu vi dai. Nhung cau ta la mot tay san ban vi dai.

Du sao di nita, diéu tiép theo t6i dugc biét 1a nguoi téi day pizza. Chiing toi
dé thitc an & phong thay do cua doi khach trong moi tran dau. Co6 pizza, ga ran
v.v... Hau hét cac cau lac b déu lam diéu nay. Va nhitng thitc an ching toi dai
Arsenal la ngon nhat!

Nhiéu ngudi néi rang chinh Cesc Fabregas la ké da ném pizza vao t6i,
nhwng cho t¢i hom nay, t6i van khong biét ai la thu pham ca.

Hang lang bén ngoai phong thay do bién thanh mot dam dong hon loan. Khi
gap ching t6i ngay hom do, Arsenal dang c6 thanh tich 49 tran bat bai va nudi hy
vong bién con s6 d6 thanh 50 trén san Old Trafford. Theo t6i thdy, dudng nhw
viéc thua tran dau do6 da lam Arséne phat dién.

Chang con nghi ngd gi nita, sy viéc hom do6 da gay ra mét sy chia cach giita
chiing t6i, va vét niit dé cling anh hwdng t6i Pat Rice, nguwdi sau nay da khong
con téi udng cung toi sau cac tran dau nita. Vét thwong do chwa bao gio lanh han
cho téi tran ban két Champions League vao nam 2009, khi Arséne mai chuing toi
vao phong 6ng ay sau tran dau va néi 10i chiic mirng. Khi ching t6i thi dau véi
Arsenal tai Old Trafford mot vai tuan sau, Arséne da cung véi Pat vao phong toi,
du chi la vai phit ngéan ngti.

Trong béng da ban sé thdy nhitng xung dot, cdi va giong y nhu nhitng gi ban
thwong thay trong cudc song thwong ngay, tham chi trong cudc song gia dinh cta
ban. Chang han, ban thdy vg minh tat TV va khong néi chuyén véi ban. “Chua
oi, minh da lam gi r6i?” ban sé nghi nhw vay, réi héi, “H6m nay em 6n chi?”.
“On,” ¢6 dy 1am bam dap lai ban. Sau d6 con gian sé qua di va moi thi? s& trd lai
binh thwong. Béng da cling giong vay. Toi ghét sy im lang giita Arséne va t6i, nd
kéo dai qua lau dén no6i da tré thanh mot thi chat doc.
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Sau cung, t6i da c6 mot cong thitc cho sy that bai. Sau khi néi ra hét bitc xtc
ctia minh trong phong thay do, luén luén nhw vay, trueéc khi budce ra ngoai va doi
mat vGi gidi truyén thong, truyén hinh, néi chuyén vdi huan luyén vién doi ban,
toi tw n6i v4i minh, “Quén no di. Tran dau xong r6i.” T6i luén ludn lam nhw vay.

Bat cit khi nao c6 khach buwdc vao phong t6i tai san Old Trafford sau mot
tran ddu, t6i luén dam bao khong khi that than thién. Khong c6 cho cho sy lanh
nhat, buon ba. Khong c6 chuyén do 16i cho trong tai.

Khi Aston Villa danh bai ching t6i tai Old Trafford vao mua gidi 2009-
2010, do la lan dau tién ho danh bai ching t6i trén san nha cia United trong
nhiéu thap ki. Martin O’Neill, ngudi ma t6i ludn thich tro chuyén, da vao phong
cuda t6i v6i vg va con gai cta o6ng ay. Cudc gap hom ay kéo dai khoang mot tiéng
rudi dong ho, va dé la mot dém tuyét voi. John Robertson, trg 1y ctia Martin, va
mot vai nguwdi ban caa t6i da nhap hoi va bién cudc gap thanh 1a mot bira tiéc rat
than thiét. Dén mirc t6i hom doé t6i da phai nho mot tai xé dwa toi vé nha.

MGt lan khéc, khi chiing t6i thua Leeds United & vong 3 ctp FA, hudn luyén
vién thé Iyc cia Leeds, Alan Sutton, da khong thé thoi cwoi dua trong phong ctia
t6i. Khi ong ta ra vé toi noi, “Ong van cudi dugc a, chét tiét!”

T6i luon than thién vai tat ca cac huan luyén vién doi tha nhw vay, nhitng
nguoi ghé tham t6i sau tran dau.

Trong vai ndm gan day, toi da thay sy thay doi & Arséne. Khi doi hinh Bat
bai ctia Arsenal dang hinh thanh, ching t6i dang & giai doan chuyén tiép. D6 la
vao khoang nam 2002, khi chiing t6i da n6 lyc xay dung doi hinh ctia minh. Dai
hinh cta Arsenal nam 2001-2002 da gianh duwgc chic vo dich trén san cua ching
toi, va dugce chinh nhitng c¢6 dong vién United ditng 1én hoan hé chiic mirng. Mot
dac trung ctia nhitng nguwoi ham md Manchester United la ho sé luén luon thira
nhan dang cdp. Pa c6 nhitng ltc t6i chua chat nghi, “Tiép tuc di, tiép tuc tung ho
va vo tay chic ming ho di, sao cac nguwdi khong lam thé? Con t6i, toi sé vé
phong thay do6 va don cac cau thu cia minh.”Nhung fan cia MU la nhu vay! T6i
nhé ho da dong loat ditng day hoan ho Ronaldo ngwoi Brazil sau cu hat-trick tai
Champions League vao luw6i ctia ching t6i. Khi Ronaldo rdi san, cau ay hinh nhw
rat kinh ngac, huan luyén vién cua cau ta cling vay. Han ho dang nghi, “Day qua
la m6t cau lac bo ki la.” Trong tran ddu cudi cung ctia minh tai Anh trong mau do
cda Spurs, Gary Lineker ciing dugc tiép don nong hau nhu vay. Co6 rat nhiéu diéu
dé noi vé vé dep do. N6 bién bong da thanh mon thé thao hang dau. Néu ban thay
dugc dang cap, su s6i noi, tinh gidi tri, ban c6 bon phan phai thira nhan nhitng
diéu do.
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Nhitng khan gia ham mo nay da thady moi doi hinh xudt sac nhat ctia United,
vi vay ho biét thé nao la mot doi bong gidi. Ho luén cé nhitng diém tham chiéu
dé so sanh va danh gia ban. Ho ciing biét thé nao la mot cau tha gio6i. Vi nhitng ly
do do6, ban phai thira nhan nhitng khi that bai. Khong thé lam gi dwoc véi két qua
dé. Gian dir 1a vo ich. Tran dau tai Old Trafford vao ndm 2002 1a mot noi that
vong doi véi toi, theo y nghia nao do, ngay ca néu lic dé ching t6i dang theo
dudi vi tri thi hai trén bang xép hang. R6 rang doi bong ctia Arséne sé gianh ngoi
vo dich. D6 1a s6 phan.

Trong nhitng khoanh khac that bai va cay dang chap nhan nhw vay, trong
dau t6i ludn lée 1én mot tia sdng nhw anh binh minh vé con dwong ma sap t6i
chung t6i phai hwéng dén. Cam giac cua t6i luon 1a, “Toi khong thich diéu nay,
nhung chung ta sé chap nhan thi thach. Chiing ta sé phai budc 1én n6.” Ca ca
nhan t6i lan cau lac bo déu khong chdp nhan y nghi rang day la su két thuc, la hoi
két ctia tat ca nhitng no Iyc ctia chiing t6i. Chiing t6i khong bao gio cho phép diéu
do xay ra.

Bat ké khi nao nhitng khodnh khac dé dap vao mat chiing t6i, chiing t6i lai
chap nhan cai t6 va tién lén. D6 la nhitng 16i di day dong luc va thach thire, ching
thic day ching t6i tién vé phia triudc. Tham chi tdi con nghi thé nay: khong co
nhitng thtr thach do thi chwa chac t6i da cé thé hitng thi véi cong viéc huan luyén
nhiéu nhw vay!

Trong nhitng nam vé sau t6i da hiéu hon nhitng toan tinh cua Arsenal.
Arséne c6 mot khudén mau vé cach nhin nhan cac cau tha ctia minh va cach ho sé
thi dau. Chung t6i khéng can gianh quyén kiém soat bong tir Arsenal, ching t6i
chi can cat béng. Ban can nhitng cau tha gioi dé cat dit nhitng pha tan cong.
Ching t6i nhan ra rang khi Fabregas nhan bong trong tw thé quay lwng vé phia
cau mon, cau ta sé day bong ra goc san roi chay cho dé nhan béng lai. Cau ta sé
chuyén vé goc san roi tién 1én nhan bong phia bén kia cua hau vé déi phuwong. Vi
vay ching t6i n6i v@i cac cau thi ctia minh, “Kém chat cau tha chay chd, sau doé
cat duwong chuyén.” Sau do6 ching t6i phan cong that nhanh chéng.

Arsenal t6 ra nguy hiém tai Old Trafford hon la khi ho dwgc choi ¢ san nha.
Phai thi dau & san khach, ho khong c6 nghia vu phai tdn cong bang moi gia. Ho
choi than trong hon.

Barcelona dwgc t6 chitc t6t hon rat nhiéu so véi Arsenal. Khi ho mat béng
ho sé c6 gianh lai n6 ngay lap titc. Moi cau thu cua ho sé theo bong dé gianh lai
quyén kiém soat. Arsenal thi khong thuc sy quyét tam nhuw vay trong viéc gianh
lai quyén kiém soat bong. Nhung Barcelona ciing thinh thodng lai bat chuéc
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Arsenal vé su can trong qua mic, bdi vi ho rat thich tha véi viéc chuyén bong.
Trong tran dau v@i Real Madrid tai Bernabéu nam 2009, Messi chuyén mot hai
trong vong cam cta Real Madrid, khong chi mot 1an ma nhitng hai hodc ba lan,
trong khi cac hau vé Real Madrid ditng day & day. Ho thang 6-2, nhung c6 lic t6i
nghi ho c6 thé sé thua tham hai v&i cach da nhu vay.

Tat ca ching ta déu phai chdp nhan c6 nhitng cau thu trong doi choi hang
mau qua stc can thiét, nhung Arséne khong thé chap nhan diéu dé, dé la mot
diém yéu cta 6ng ta. Chang phai tdi 16i gi to tat néu ban nhan 16i khi mot cau tha
bi dudi khoi san. Ban c6 thé thay rat té, vi cau ta da khién ca doi that vong. To6i da
c6 vai vu nhu thé véi Paul Scholes, va tham chi t6i con phat cau ta vi nhitng 16i
ngu ngoc. Toi khong thay buon khi mot cau thu nhén thé vi 16i tac bong, nhwng
néu cau ta bi dudi khai san vi mot tranh chap ngu xuan nao dé - cau ta sé bi phat.
Nhwng néu ban trong dgi mot cau tha sé choi hét mua giai ma khong vi pham 1é
luat nao cua tran dau thi that 1a hoang twdng.

Hang tién vé khong mdy manh mé cta Arséne trong nhitng ndm cudi cing
s nghiép cua t6i phan anh chinh xac nhitng cau thi ma 6ng ta mang vé cau lac
b0. Samir Nasri dugc chao ban, Arsene mua cau ta. Rosicky dugc tw do, Arséne
mua cau ta, bdi cau ta la loai cau tha 6ng ta thich. Arshavin hét han hgp dong &
cau lac bd cii va ciing gia nhap Arsenal. Khi ban mua vé nhiéu cau tha nhw vay,
ho nhv nhitng ban sao vay. Cén thyc ra ma noéi thi chinh doi hinh ma Arsene
dugc thira ké ban dau méi cho 6ng dy cho ding trong bong da Anh.

Ct nhuw thé, chiing t6i da di trén nhitng duong ray song song tit ltic ban dau
dén luc két thic. Va di nhién ching t6i cung c6 mdt mong wdc chay bong la tim
ra va phat trién cac cau thu tré theo truyén thong ctia chuing toi.

Sau do, c6 lan Aaron Ramsey phat biéu trudce tran dau chiing t6i gap Arsenal
rang cau ta chon doi béng ctia Arséne vi Arsenal san sinh ra nhiéu cau thu hon
Man Utd.

T6i nghi, “Cau ta & trén troi roi xuéng hay sao?” MGt cau thu tré co thé bi
léo 1ai phai ndi ra nhitng diéu do6. Tt choi United la quyét dinh riéng cua cau ta,
va toi khong c6 van dé gi vé diéu do. Toi nghi Aaron da quyét dinh sai lam, t6i
phai néi nhu vy, mac du cau ta sé phai n6 lwc nhiéu hon méi c6 thé choi cho doi
mot tai United. Thuc ra thi Arsenal khong cho ra 160 nhiéu cau tha cta riéng ho.
Arsenal da phat trién cac cau thu, nhung diéu do khong c6 nghia 1a “sén sinh” ra
ho. Arsenal mua cac cau tha tir cac cau lac bo & Phap va moi noi trén thé gidi.
Cau tha dwgce dao tao tai cho ding nghia nhat c6 1€ la treong hop Jack Wilshere.
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Trong khi do, Giggs, Neville, Shcoles, Fletcher, O’Shea, Brown, Welbeck
tat ca déu xuat than tir 10 dao tao Man Utd.

Va t6i nhac lai mét 1an nita, t6i sé chang thé lam gi khac ngoai viéc canh
tranh vd&i Arsene, d6i thu cua t6i trong su6t 17 nam!
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muoi bon

THE HE 1992

Cli’ moi lan c6 mot thanh vién cia thé hé vi dai thudc 1o dao tao cdy nha la
vuon roi cau lac bo, toi lai dém nhitng nguwdi con lai. Khi t6i rdi nghiép huédn
luyén, chi c6 hai nguoi trong s6 ho con thi ddu la Paul Scholes va Ryan Giggs.
Gary Neville két thic sy nghiép gan nhu cung ltic véi téi. Ngay lic nay t6i van
6 thé hinh dung canh sdu ngudi bon ho tréu choc nhau nhw nhitng cau bé sau cac
bubi tdp. Scholesy thwong nham ngay dau Nicky Butt ma ném bong, khong, cau
ta thwong ném vao dau Gary hon! Scholesy 1a mot con quy trong tro tréu gheo
nay. Nhom 6 chang trai d6 luon than thiét va chang thé tach roi.

D6 la nhitng con ngudi virng chai, nhitng nguwdi ma ban chang bao gio mudn
mat di. Ho hiéu 1o cau lac bo cling nhu cadc muc tiéu ma cau lac bé huéng dén.
Ho dong hanh véi ban dé bao vé cac nguyén tac hoat dong. Cha me nao roi cling
dén lic gap canh twgng nay: difa con yéu dau nay da 21 tudi dén thong bao rang
chung mua nha riéng, hodc ra riéng cung ban gai hay di lam xa nha. Ho nhan ra
ching muon roi xa ho. T6i cling thé, trong mon bong da. Nhitng chang trai nay
da gan b6 mat thiét vai toi tir thud thiéu nién, ho dugce goi chung bang cai tén Thé
hé 92. T6i da chitng kién buwdc duwong triedng thanh ctia bon ho tir nam ho chi méi
13 tuéi.

Nicky Butt 1a vi du dién hinh nhat. Cau ta luén lam t6i nhé dén nhan vat trén
trang bia truyén tranh Mad véi cac not tan nhang, déi tai 1én va ham rang tho.
Nicky md&i nghich nggm va quai quy lam sao. Vé&i Itta cau thu nay, t6i cham s6c
ho lau dén no6i cam thdy ho nhw ngwoi trong nha, va cling vi thé ma ho sé bi toi
phat nang hon cac cau thu khac. Nicky la cau bé luon nghi ra mot tro tinh nghich
gi do, nhung cling rat gan li, chang s¢ bat ky thach thitc nao ca.

Nicky 1a mot trong nhitng cau thu ndi tiéng nhat titng choi cho cau lac bo,
mot chang trai Manchester thye thu. Cau ta rat thyc té, c6 6c phan doan va than
kinh thép. Giong nhw Phil Neville, sau nay Nicky khong hai long véi viéc khong
dwgc thi dau thwong xuyén, vi nhuw thé sé khong théa man khat khao dwge canh
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tranh ctia minh. Do vay Nicky phdai tim dén noi khac. Mot lan nita ching t6i dé
cau thu nay ra di vGi gia rat ré, chi 2 triéu bang. Nhitng cau tha nay khéng ng
chiing t6i mot xu nao ca, vi trwdc day chung t6i c6 dugc ho khong ton kém tw
nguon hoc vién cta cau lac bo. Khoan tién ban Nicky la dé dam bédo cau ra di véi
ban hgp dong tot nhat. Cho dén ngay thi ddu cudi cung, cau ta van goi United la
cau lac bg cta minh.

Sau lung t6i, chac chan bon nho nay byc minh khi phai chiu dung con gian
dit ctia toi. C6 1& ching nghi, “Oi lai 1a minh, sao khong phai 1a thing kia chi?”

Nguoi dau tién toi chi trich la Giggsy, cau Chaa ban phiic cho cau dy. Khi
con nhd, bon ho khong bao gio tra treo. Theo thoi gian, Ryan da hoc dugc cach ty
bao vé; Nicky doi khi sé tim cach tra diia, con Gary sé bo di. Nhung r6i cau ta sé
tra treo v6i ngudi di theo minh. Gary la anh chang luén phai... cdi nhau moéi ngay.
Khi thitc gidc doc bao lic 6 gio sang, cau ta sé nhan tin cho Di Law hay sau nay
la cho Karen Shotbolt (ngwdi phu trach vé bao chi ciia CLB) dé héi: “Anh da doc
bai vé chuyén nay trén Telegraph hay The Times chwa?”

Chting t6i ludn néi vGi nhau la Gary cau ban ngay twr khi thitc gidc. Cau ay
la ngwoi thich cai nhau bam sinh, hé thay 16i lam, sai s6t thi chi ra ngay. Ban
nang cua Gary la khong giai quyét bé tac bang thwong lwgng, ngugce lai ludn bao
vé chinh kién ctia minh. Khéng bao gid c6 chuyén Gary nhan nhwgng. Gary luon
“bung n6”. T6i biét ngay mot viéc nho cling trd thanh 16n chuyén theo suy nghi
cta cau ay. Nhung véi t6i thi cau biét dau la gidgi han chiu dung. Thwong thi khi
do toi sé noi: “Gary a, hdy di ma lam phién ngudi khac nhé.” Vay la cdu ta bat
cwoi va cang thang diu xuong.

Néu c6 hinh dung suét 20 nam d6 ma khong cé cac chang trai cdy nha ld
vuon nay, thi téi gan nhw khong biét 1ay gi lam nén tang cho d6i. Ho mang lai s
on dinh. Trong su6t 26 nam t6i dan dat tai day, Manchester United dugc thira
nhan vi tim dwgc cac cau tha vi dai, tr Bryan Robson, Norman Whiteside va Paul
McGrath trewéc day cho dén Cantona va Ronaldo sau nay. Tuy nhién, chinh nhitng
chang trai dwgc MU dao tao mdi la nhitng ngudi c6 san trong nguwoi va cong hién
cho cau lac bo mot thit quan trong: tinh than Manchester United. Ho 1la mét vi du
tuyét voi dé ban huan luyén thay co thé dat dwoc diéu gi tir chinh sach dao tao tai
nang tré, ho 1a ngon dudc soi duwdng cho cac Itta cau thu tré budce tiép. Sy hién
dién cua ho nhu dé ndi vdi Iiva cau thua 19 tudi ké tiép: “Ching ta lam duwgc diéu
do6. Co thé dao tao mot Cantona mdi tai day, tai hoc vién nay, ngay trén san tap

»

nay.
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T6i sé luén nhd ngay dau tién Paul Scholes dén cau lac bo. Cau di cing mot
cau bé khac tén la Paul O’Keefe. Cha cua cau, ong Eamonn, ting choi cho
Everton. Brian Kidd n6i muén t6i nhin qua hai cau tré anh mang dén, ca hai déu
13 tudi. “Hai dita nhé d6 dau roi?” t6i héi Brian. Chung ditng sau lwng anh Ay,
nhé dén noi bi Brian che hoan toan.

Khi d6, ching chi cao khoang hon 1,4m. T6i nhin cdp doi nho thé do6 va
tham nghi: “Lam thé nao hai dita nay trd thanh cau tha bong da dugc co chi?”
Sau nay chuyén dé tré thanh deé tai tréu choc & cau lac bd. Khi Scholes duwgc vao
doi tré, to6i da noi tai phong cua cac huan luyén vién, “Cau Scholes d6 khong cé
co hoi, n6é nho con qua.” Khi dén tudi 16, cau ta van bé ti nhw thé. Nhuwng roi cau
thue sw cao vot 1én, va nam 18 tudi, cau ta da cao thém khoang 9-10cm nita.

Paul it khi m@ miéng. Cau cyc ky nhit nhat. Cha cau tirng la mét cau thu
gidi va ca hai cha con déu c6 biét danh la Archie. Ban dau, khi con c6 nhitng suy
nghi ngd vure vé voc dang cua Paul, téi chwra bao gid xem cau ta thi dau, tuy tirng
quan sat cau ta tap luyén. Tai hoc vién, ching t6i cha yéu day cac ky thuat da
béng. Khi tién bo va dugce 1én thi dau cho ddi tré A, Scholes choi & vi tri trung
phong. T6i van néi, “Cau nay khong du téc do va sitc manh dé da trung phong.”
Vay la ho xép cau ay choi ngay sau hang tién dao. Trong tran dau tai The CIiff,
mot trong nhitng tran dau dau tién cta cau, Scholes tung mot ci vo 1€ tir ngoai
vong cam dia. T6i nhw mu6n nghet thd vi sitc manh cua cu st do.

“Cau dy da tot, nhung t6i van nghi khong c6 bat ky co héi nao dé cau gilt vi
tri d6. Cau ta bé teo,” Jim Ryan néi thé, khi xem cau thi dau cung vdéi téi. Va cum
tir nay dugc dwa vao “tir dién” ctia cau lac bo. Scholes cé nghia la: bé teo.

Khi gan b6 v6i ching t6i 1au hon, Paul Scholes gap van dé vi bénh hen
suyén. Cau khong gop mat trong doi vao nam doat cip FA danh cho doi tré cta
cac cau lac bg. Beckham chi gia nhap doi & nhitng vong sau, hoi d6 cau ta hay
con cao lénh khénh va hoi yéu dudi. Simon Davies, choi cho xi Wales, 1a doi
tredng. Robbie Savage cling c6 tén trong doi. Lita cau thu d6 sau nay da phan
déu dugc goi vao cac doi tuyén quoc gia. Mot cau tha khac nita, Ben Thornley, 1é
ra cling da lén tuyén nhung khong thé do chan thwong goi nghiém trong.

Khi la mot tién dao tré, du gap khé khan, Scholes luon dam bao ghi it nhat
15 ban trong mot mua gidi. Sau nay, khi chuyén sang da tién vé trung tam, cau ta
choi béng bang cai dau va c6 tai cam chich. D6 la kha nang ty nhién cuaa Paul.
T6i rat thich xem cac doi tht c6 gang kem chat dé vo hiéu héa Scholes trong sudt
tran dau. Cau ta sé dua ho vao nhitng vi tri khong mong muén va chi can mét
cham la kiém dugc qua phat goc; hoac lam dong tac gia lira bong ra xa va roi bat
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ngo chuyén ngugc lai. Doi thu mat ca phit dé deo bam va roi bi dwa vao vi tri rat
bat lgi, tham chi la rat ngé ngan la dang khac. Rot cude, doi thu chang con cach
nao khac la phai hoc toc lui vao vong cdm dia. Scholes da loai bé viéc kém cdp
nhu thé do.

Paul da doi lan phai ganh chiu noi that vong do cac chan thuwong dai dang,
nhung r6i cau ta lubn trd lai tot hon, manh mé hon. Scholes van la mét cau tha
siéu hang sau nhitng lan gap van dé & mat hay chan thwong dau goi, cau ta luon
tran day nang lwong khi quay lai thi dau.

Budc qua tudi 30, Paul doi khi gap khé khan khi phéi canh tranh cho mot vi
tri trén hang tién vé, gio da khoc liét hon. Toi c6 Darren Fletcher va Michael
Carrick dé lwa chon vao hai vi tri tién vé trung tam. T6i thira nhan minh da mac
sai lam vé diéu nay. Viéc xem sy phuc vu cia mot cau tha nao doé la duwong nhién
khong phai la mot 16i dé nhan ra, thwong thi ngwoi ta chi nhan ra n6 khi thdy hau
qua v6i “nan nhan” ma théi. Lic do, t6i cho rang mai khi can thi minh déu c6 thé
quay lai dung Scholesy. Cau ta la ngwoi trung thanh, luén chuan bi t6t va san
sang thi dau. Carrick va Fletcher la lwa chon dau tién cho cdp tién vé trung tam
m@i, con Scholes sé la dy bi do van dé tudi tac. T lau t6i da nghi Paul dang di
dén giai doan cudi cta sy nghiép.

Trong tran chung két Champions League nam 2009 tai Rome, tran ma MU
thua Barcelona, t6i tung Paul vao san trong hiép hai. Chi trong vong 20 phuit cudi
Scholes thiyre hién 25 dudng chuyeén, trong khi Anderson chi c6 vén ven 3 duong
chuyén trong hiép mot. Ban nghi minh biét rd moi thi trong mén bong da v.
Khong dau nhé. Cho rang nghiém nhién c6 dwoc ai d6 va lic nao cling c6 thé
quay lai stt dung ho khi ho gan két thic sy nghiép la mot sai 1am. Ban da quén
mat la ho gi6i dén mitc nao.

Cudi cung, t6i quyét dinh st dung Scholes nhiéu hon va dé cau ta nghi ngoi
diang lic. Nhiéu ngudi yéu cau toi chon ra doi hinh Man United gidi nhat. Toi
thdy viéc nay cyc khé. Ban khong thé bd Scholes va ciling khong thé bé Bryan
Robson, ca hai c6 thé mang lai cho ban it nhat 10 ban thang m6i mua giai. Va roi
lai sinh ra cau héi: lam sao c6 thé gat Keane ra khdi danh sach nay? Vay la phai
chon ca ba. Nhung néu vay thi ai sé da cung Cantona day vi Cantona luon choi
tot hon khi da cdp cung tién dao khac? Sé phdi co lya chon giita nhitng céi tén
McClair, Hughes, Solskjaer, Van Nistelrooy, Sheringham, Yorke, Cole, Rooney
va Van Persie... Va ban ciing khong thé gach bé Giggs ra khoi doi hinh. Vi vay,
lic nao to6i cling thdy chon ra 11 cau thu xuat sac nhat MU la mot nhiém vu bat
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kha thi, tuy nhién chac chan phai cé Cantona, Giggs, Scholes, Robson va
Cristiano Ronaldo trong ddi hinh trong mo do.

Scholes c6 1€ 1a tién vé Anh tai nang nhat sau thdi Bobby Charlton. Tt khi
toi dén Anh, Paul Gascoigne la nguwdi giéi nhat trong s6 nhitng cau thu cé nhitng
man trinh dién ky diéu, nhitng pha béng c6 thé khién ban nhay bat ra khai ghé.
Nhung trong nhitng nam cudi sy nghiép, Paul Scholes da nang minh vugt trén
Gascoigne. Thit nhat, do cau ta cong hién dai lau va tht hai, do kha nang tw hoan
thién ban than khi da buwdc qua tudi 30.

Cau la mot tay chuyén dai xudt sdac. Cau gioi dén noi c6 thé chon diém roi
chinh xac dén tirng sgi toc trén dau dong doi khi cau thoai mai trén san tap. Gary
Neville ttrng nghi c6 thé tim noi tri an an toan trong bui ram, nhuwng Scholesy da
tim thay cau ta tir gan... 40m! Scholes ciling c6 nhitng qua tén lita tam xa sam sét
twong tw thé, c6 1an cdu na béng truy dudi Peter Schmeichel chay vong quanh san
tap vi Peter ngao man. Scholes qua thuc la tay ban tia hang nhat.

La mot cau tha, ban than t6i chwa bao gio s@ hitu kha nang bam sinh cua
Cantona hay Paul Scholes, nhitng ngudi nay nhuw c¢6 thém con mat dang sau gay.
Nhung t6i cé thé nhin thay kha nang dé & nguwdi khac vi da xem qua nhiéu tran
dau. T6i biét nhitng cau thu nhw thé quan trong ra sao v@i doi bong.

Scholes, Cantona, Verén c6 tam nhin rat t6t, Beckham ciling thé. Beckham
khong phai la kiéu cau thu cé thé uy hiép doi phwong bang nhitng dwong chuyén
dai vugt tuyén tuyét voi, nhung cau ta cé thé quan sat rat tinh nhitng gi dang dién
ra trén phan san doi phuong. Laurent Blanc ciing thé, c6 kha nang quan sat va
tam nhin rat tot, con Teddy Sheringham va Dwight Yorke c6 thé “nhin” duwgc
nhitng gi xdy ra xung quanh ho. Nhung Scholes la cau thu gioi nhat trong nhitng
nguwoi c6 kha nang nay. Khi d6i chiing t6i c6 mot tran ddu dé dang, d6i khi cau ay
sé thit lam diéu gi d6 hoi dién r6 va toi no6i, “Nhin xem kia, cau ay phat chéan tran
dau ro6i”.

Ryan Giggs la nguwdi c6 anh huwéong nhat trong thé hé cau thu nay. Cau la
nguwoi xirng nhat vai tén goi than dong. Khi dé cho Ryan xuéat phat trong doi Mot
vao nam 17 tudi, chiing t6i gap mét rac réi khong ngo: hién twgng Giggs.

Mot dai dién nguoi Y da goi hoi toi khi Ryan con la mot cau bé, “Cac con
cta ong lam nghé gi?” T6i tra 10i, “Mark dang hoc dai hoc, Jason sé vao nganh
truyen hinh con Darren dang hoc nghé tai day.” Ong ay néi, “Ban Giggs di, t6i c6
thé lam cho cac con cua 6ng giau c¢6.” Buong nhién la t6i ti choi.
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Ngay lap titc cau dy dugc dem ra so sanh véi George Best va kho ma dit
dwgc chuyén d6. Moi ngudi déu mudn c6 nhitng mau tin vé cau ay. Nhung Giggs
la ngwoi rat thong minh. “Hay gdp huan luyén vién di”, cau ta néi vdi bat ky ai
muon phéng van hodc hgp tac. Cau khong muoén dv cudc phong van va tim ra
cach day chuyén phai tir choi cho t6i. Cau that la khéo léo.

Mot ngay no Bryan Robson tiép can véi Ryan dé gidi thiéu Harry Swales
lam ngudi dai dién cho cau. Cau dy kiém tra viéc d6 vdi t6i trude tién. Bryan sap
két thiic s nghiép va khang dinh Harry sé rat phu hgp cho Giggs. Bryan da dung,
Harry that tuyét voi. Harry Swales la 6ng gia titng dinh hon & tudi... 81 v4i mot
phu nit Thuy Si lac dwong ma ong gdp trén san ga, mot cyu thwong si c6 ham rau
kém. Ong cham s6c Ryan rat chu ddo. Vé mit gia dinh, Ryan ciing c6 mdt ngudi
me rat manh mé; con o6ng ba cta cau ta la nhitng nguwoi rat, rat tot.

Dé c6 duwoc sw nghiép kéo dai suot hai thap ky, Ryan da theo mot chwong
trinh tap luyén rat cong phu. Yoga va viéc chuan bi hang ngay chu dao la goc ré
cua sy nghiép dai lau cta cdu ta. Ryan ton tho mon yoga. Moi tuan hai lan, sau
khi luyén tap, mot chuyén gia sé dén dé hwdng dan cau cac bai tap. Diéu dé6 da
trd thanh cue ky quan trong doi véi Ryan. Gan kheo ludn la van dé véi Giggs, va
moi khi cau ta c6 kha nang bi chin thwong gan kheo, ching t6i khong bao gio
biét chac cau ta sé choi dwgc bao lau. Ching t6i phai cho Giggs ng6i ngoai san
vai tran dé c6 thé san sang choi nhitng tran khac. Trong giai doan cudi sy nghiép,
chi tudi tdc méi bude chiing t6i dé Giggs nghi ngoi, nhung cau ta van c6 thé choi
khoang 35 tran trong mét mua gidi, vi thé lyc qua tuyét voi.

Tri thong minh ctia Ryan gitp cau ta hy sinh cac viéc khac bén ngoai xa hoi.
Giggs thudc typ nguoi song khép kin nhuwng dwgc moi nguwoi kinh trong va
nguwdng mo. Cau ta qua la mot 6ng hoang ndi tiéng. C6 mot dao, Giggs va Paul
Ince dién nhitng bo vest that ngd ngan nhung roi chuyén dé qua di nhanh chéng.
Ryan van c6 bo vest khién t6i phai thot 1én, “Cai quy gi day trgi?”

Incey la mgt fan ham md cua 16i an mac hao nhoadng, cau ta va Giggs la cap
bai triing. Tuy thé Ryan duy tri cudc séng cuc ky chuyén nghiép. O' cau lac b,
moi nguwoi déu né nang va noi theo Giggs.

Khi tdc do cta Giggs suy giam, ching t6i xép cau ta choi nhiéu hon ¢ khu
vire gitra san. Chung t6i khong ky vong Giggs tiép tuc pho dién ky thuat vurgt qua
cac hau vé doi phwong nhu cach ma cau ta da lam khi con tré. Tuy nhién, khong
c6 nhiéu nguwoi nhan ra rdng ngay ca trong vai tro mdéi nay thi Giggs van duy tri
dugc kha nang thay doi toc do, diéu doi khi con quan trong hon toc do don thuan
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trong khi thi dau. Kha nang gitt thang bang cta cau ta cling khong bi anh huwéng
theo thoi gian.

Trong mot tran dau hoi mua thu nam 2010, Giggs bi hau vé Jonathan
Spector cia West Ham don nga trong vong cam dia va toi tom ldy co hoi dé dé
dat ra cau hoi: Ryan Giggs da mang lai bao nhiéu qua phat dén cho Manchester
United? Cau trd 10i 1a chi c6 5 qua 11m ma thoi, vi cau ta ludon ding vitng, chi
chao dao khi bi pham 16i chit khong hé chiu ngd xuéng. C6 lan, sau mot pha bi
pham 16i nang trong vong cam dia, t6i hoi Giggs tai sao khong nga xudng, bai 1é
cau c6 quyeén lam thé. Khi ay Giggs kinh ngac nhin t6i nhw thé trén dau t6i moc
sirng vady, va van giit cai nhin xa cach dd, cau ta tra 10i, “T6i sé khong nga
xuong.”

Ryan la mot chang trai diém dam, rat binh tinh khi gap nghich canh. That la
la Ryan chwa bao gio 1a mé6t “siéu dy bi” cho dén tan nhitng nam sau nay. Giggs
luon thi dau tot hon khi dwge choi ngay ti dau tran. Thé nhung cau ta lai dong
vai tro quan trong khi vao san thay nguoi trong tran chung két Champions
League 2008 & Moscow, con trong tran thang Wigan doat cip Lién doan Giggs
cling vao san ghi ban th hai tir bang ghé du bi. Giggs x6a bd nghi ngd cta ching
toi vé tam anh huwdng cua ban than véi doi bong, cau ta la mot tai san quy gia khi
ngoi trén bang ghé du bi.

Giggs quay lung lai v&i sw noi ti€ng va gdy dung tén tudi; cau ta thiéu khi
chat phu hgp dé thanh nguoi ctia cong chiing. Ca tinh ctia Ryan thién vé huéng
nodi. Bé song cudc song ctia mot ngwoi noi tiéng, ban can tran day nang lugng dé
chay long vong ngoai dwong va chwong mat tredc 6ng kinh. N6 cling doi héi vai
diéu rat phu phiém, nhw niém tin rang cudc song on a dé la nhitng gi danh cho
ban. Bao chi thuong viét vé viéc cac dién vién ludn biét ho thuc sy dam mé mot
vai dién trén san khau hodc gép mat trong mét bo phim. T6i chira bao gio bi danh
vong lam mé hodc nhuw thé.

T6i hy vong rang cac cau thu da 16n 1én cung ching t6i sé mang theo moi
diéu hoc duwgc trén san tap Carrington va duy tri dugc sy lién tuc cia cau lac bg,
giong nhu kiéu Uli Hoeness va Karl-Heinz Rummenigge da lam tai Bayern
Munich. Ho hiéu r6 cach van hanh cua cau lac bg, hiéu r6 cau thu can cé nhirng
tiéu chuan nao dé thi dau cho doi bong. Tat nhién chwa thé néi chac liéu diéu do
c6 dwa ho thanh hudn luyén vién hay khong, vi con phu thudc vao viéc ho phat
trién kha nang hudn luyén nhw thé nao nita. Nhung ca Giggs va Scholes déu
thong minh, ho thau hiéu tinh than United va ban than ho ciing 1a nhitng cau tha
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vi dai, do d6 c6 thé néi ho c6 du hét moi pham chat dé thanh huan luyén vién tai
CLB chung t6i.

Ryan hoan toan c6 thé thanh mot huan luyén vién vi cau ta thong minh,
dwgc céac cau tha ludn ton trong. Tinh kiém 101 cua Gigggs khong phai 1a mét rao
can cho nghiép huan luyén, bdi cé rat nhiéu huan luyén vién it néi. Tuy nhién,
ban phai c6 ca tinh rat manh mé. Bé lam viéc dwgc & cau lac b nhv Manchester
United, ban phai c6 hoac tin chac minh c¢6 cé tinh manh hon cac cau thu dé kiém
soat toan bo cuc dién. S€ cé nhitng cau thu 16n, nhitng cau tha giau c6, nhitng
ngoi sao noi tiéng khap thé gidi v.v..., va ban phai ra 1énh dwgc ho, ditng trén ho.
Chi c6 mot 6ng chu & Manchester United, va ngwdi do6 1a huan luyén vién. Ryan
sé can phai trau doi tinh cach d6. Nhung toi cling da ting phai lam nhuw thé, tw
nam 32 tudi.

O truong, ngwdi ta héi ban, “Lén 1én ban mudn lam nghé gi?” Toi tra 1oi,
“Lam cau tht bong da.” Thuong thi moi ngwoi hay tra 16i 1a “linh ciu hoa”. Tra
10i “lam cau tha bong da” ngu y khong c6 khat khao dwgc biét dén trén toan thé
gigi, day don thuan la mot nghé dé kiém s6ng bang cach thi dau. Giggs la mau
nguoi kiéu do.

Ban chat va tinh cach sé quyét dinh cai dich ma ban phai theo dudi trong
doi. Chang han, David Beckham lu6n c6 thai do biét r6 viéc minh lam sé dan dén
dau. Cau ay thoai mai v6i phong cach song do va thiét tha dat dugc dia vi cta
nguoi noi tieng. Khong maét cau thu nao khac ddm mo dat duge “déng cap sao”
nhu David, nguwdi dugce cd thé gidi biét dén. D6 khong phai la phan danh cho ho.
Ban c6 tin dugc 1a Gary Neville tirng néi vGi cac nhiép anh gia thoi trang, “Cac
anh chup nhanh lén dugc khong?”

Tat ca cac cau tha nay déu may man dwoc gia dinh bao boc, gia dinh ho thuc
sw tot. Nha Neville la nhitng ngudi thuc sy rat dang tin cdy. Cac gia dinh khéc
cling thé. That la may, cho ho va cho ca chung t6i. Ho biét gia tri ctia gido duc
tot: luon gitt doi chan ban trén mat dat; cw xi ding muc; ton trong thé hé di
trwdc. Néu toi goi ai do thudc thé hé di triedc bang tén, cha t6i sé nhéo tai. “Phai
noi la thwa 6ng, nghe chwa con,” 6ng noi.

Tat ca nhitng diéu d6 gio day da bién mat. Tat ca cac cau thu déu goi t6i la
“ong gia” hay “sép”. Mot hom, Lee Sharpe budc vao va chao, “Khoe khong,
Alex?” Toi dap, “Nay, bo cau hoc cung 16p vdi toi ha?”

Tham chi con té hon, khi tdi budc 1én bac thang san The Cliff, v&i Bryan
Robson & ngay sau lung, thi t6i gap chang trai Paddy Lee ngudi Ireland dang di
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xuong. Cau ta chao to6i, “Khoe khong Alex?”

T6i lai néi, “Nay, bo cau hoc cung 16p vaéi toi ha?”

“Khong,” cau ta dap, hoi ling ting.

“Vay dirng goi trong khong tén toi la Alex!”

Gio day, nh¢ lai nhitng ltic do6 t6i van con cam thay budn cwdi. Du tra 101 rat
hung di* nhwng that ra t6i dang cudi tham trong bung. Paddy Lee nhai giong cac
con vat rat tuyét. Moi dip Giang Sinh, cau ay nhai vit, bo, chim, ho, su t, - moi
thit. Tham chi la ca da diéu. Cac cau thu cwoi lan 16c trede man trinh dién nay.
Paddy chuyén t6i Middlesbrough thi dau trong vong 1 nam nhwng khong may
thanh cong.

George Switzer thi lai khac. Cau la chang trai Salford dién hinh. Trong can
tin san tap, cau rat xuat sac trong tro la vang 1én va nguy trang dé moi nguoi
khong biét tiéng hét phat 1én tir ddu. Do do, nan nhan ci phai ra soat khap phong
dé tim cho ra tha pham.

Chi nghe “Chao sép!” hoac “E, Archie!” dé goi Archie Knox. Trong mot
thoi gian dai, t6i khong thé lan ra tha pham. Khong cé bat ky manh moi nao trong
s0 vO van khuon mat dang dung bita tai ban.

Nhung r6i vao ngay no, toi bat qua tang cau ta. “Vay ra chinh la cdu ha, con
trai?” t6i héi. “Mat lan nira thoi 1a téi bat cau chay vong san tap cho dén xiu tai
cho lu6n nhé”.

“Xin 10i, sép,” Switz lap bap.

Madc du hinh anh cta t6i 1a m6t ngwdi lué6n mudn ngwdi khac vang 1oi moi
lic moi noi, nhung thuc ra t6i yéu quy nhitng nguwdi c6 mot chit cuéng trong
nguwoi. o la sy twoi méi. Ban can phai ty tin va gan da mot ti. Néu quanh ban la
nhitng ngwoi sg thé hién ban than trong cudc song, ho ciling sé sg hai khi gap
chuyén that sy, trén san co6 hay & ngoai doi. Nhitng chang trai thé hé 1992 nay
khong bao gig sg bat c diéu gi. Ho qua la cac dong minh hung manh.
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muoi lam

LIVERPOOL - MOT TRUYEN THONG Vi PAI

Nhﬁ’ng cau lac bo thyc sy danh tiéng sé trg lai chu ky chién thang cta ho twr

trong gian khé. C6 1€ d6 la may man khi t6i duwge gia nhap Manchester United
trong khodng thoi gian day kho khan cta lich st cau lac bd. Danh hiéu Premier
League da khong dwoc mang vé Old Trafford trong su6t 19 nam va t6i dugc thira
ké mot doi bong khong duge ky vong cao. Khi d6 Manchester United da tré
thanh mét doi chuyén dau cip, va nhitng ngudi ham mo cho doi doi béng chai tot
& cac vong dau knock-out hon la tai dau trweong Premier League, noi ho khong hy
vong nhiéu.

Nhitng nguwoi tién nhiém cta t6i Dave Sexton, Tommy Docherty va Ron
Atkinson la nhitng nhan vat thanh cong, nhung trong cac nhiém ky ctia ho MU
khong thwong xuyén va nhat quan la mét (tng vién cho danh hiéu v6 dich. Diéu
nay ciing ding doi véi Liverpool trong nhitng nam United ding dau tir nam 1993
trd vé sau, nhung t6i c6 thé thay hoi thd cua ho pha vao gay toi tir khoang cach
rat xa...

Khi mot cau lac bd cé lich st va truyén thong nhu Liverpool thyc hién mot
ci an ba dudi thoi Gérard Houllier, nhw ho da lam vao nam 2001 v@i cip FA,
League Cup va ctip UEFA, ban sé bat giac cam thay rung minh vi khiép sg. Suy
nghi ctia toi vao ndm doé 13, “Oi, khong, khong phai ho. C6 thé 1a bat cit ai nhung
khong thé la ho.” Véi truyén thong, nhitng gia tri ké thira va sy ho trg vé tai
chinh, cuing véi sitc manh dang né khi thi dau trén san nha, Liverpool la mét doi
tha 16n, ngay ca trong khodng thoi gian bét bat caa ho.

T6i quy mén va tén trong Gérard Houllier, vi HLV ngwoi Phap da nhan lanh
trach nhiém maot minh dan dat d6i bong, sau khi Ban lanh dao san Anfield cham
dit viéc thi nghiém st dung 2 HLV cung nam doi (Houllier va Roy Evans).
Cung thoi diém nay, Steven Gerrard da bat dau bung n6, mang dén sitc tré cho
khu trung tuyén cia Liverpool, va ho c6 trong tay hai tay san ban cwc ky nhay
cam Michael Owen va Robbie Fowler.
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Vi viéc bé nhiém Houllier, thay do6i 16n nhat vé van hoa tai Anfield la trao
quyén cho mdt ca nhan tir “bén ngoai” nén van héa cia doi béng nay. Trudc do,
ho ludn duy tri sy nhat quéan trong muc tiéu thong qua nhitng sy b6 nhiém HLV
tlr nguon noi bo, tir Shanks tdi Bob Paisley, Joe Fagan, Kenny Dalglish, Graeme
Souness va Roy Evans. Gan vé cudi nhiém ky dau cia Kenny trong cong tac
huan luyén, ban c6 thé cam nhan dwgc mot sy thay doi. Poi bong da 1do hoa va
Liverpool bat dau thyc hién nhitng vu chuyén nhuwgng khac thwong, chang han
mua vé Jimmy Carter va David Speedie. Day khong phai 1a nhitng ban hgp dong
Liverpool thwong thuc hién. Graeme Souness da c6 budc di diang nhung qua
nhanh, thay d6i mét doi bong dang lao hoa qua gap riut. Mot sai 1am nita ctia 6ng
ta la loai b6 mot trong nhitng cau thu tré hay nhat, Steve Staunton. Sau nay chinh
ban than Graeme ciing thita nhan diéu do6: khong can thiét phai dé Staunton ra di.
Graeme la huan luyén vién gioi nhung qua voi va, va ong ta da phai tra gia cho sy
v0i va qua mirc ciia minh trong giai doan do.

Mot diéu tot khi lam viéc véi Liverpool la ban huan luyén cta ho ludn vao
phong cta t6i sau tran dau. To6i dwgc ké thira mot truyén thong theo d6 ban huan
luyén MU sé vao gap g0 ho tai Anfield va ho sé dap lai diéu nay tai Old Trafford.
Nhitng ngudoi Liverpool cé kinh nghiém hon t6i rat nhiéu trong viéc thuc hién
truyén thong do, nhung t6i ciing hoc rat nhanh! Du trdn dau gitta hai bén c6 két
qua nao di nita thi sau d6 hai BHL van sé gdap madt nhau va trao d6i. Do c6 su
phan chia sau sac gitta hai thanh pho va sw canh tranh v6 cung cang thang trén
san béng, do d6 chuyén cu xtr dang hoang sau mat tran bong bat luan két qua cia
n6 cang trd nén quan trong hon. L& nhién, khi trao doi thi chung t6i van phai che
gidu nhitng diém yéu cua d6i ching to6i, va c6 1&é nhitng ngwoi Liverpool cling
than trong y nhu thé!

Gérard Houllier da tirng 1la mot gidang vién thuc tap thinh gidng tai Liverpool
suot khoa hoc cua 6ng ay tai dai hoc Lille, da nghién cttu cau lac bo nay véi mot
con mat cia mot hoc gid. Khi gia nhap Liverpool, Gérard khéng hé mu tit vé
truyén thong, ma hiéu dugc nhitng dac tinh, nhitng ky vong ctia doi. Gérard cling
la m6t nguwoi dan ong khéo léo, lich sw. Khi Gérard dwgc dwa dén bénh vién sau
mot con dau tim nghiém trong, toi da hoi ong, “Tai sao anh khong lam viéc tw tw
th6i?”

“T6i khong thé 1am vay,” Gérard tra 15i. “T6i thich 1am viéc.” Ong &y la
nguwoi dam mé bong da. Bénh tim mach khong thé bé gay dam mé ctia Gérard.

Su ky vong luon dé nang 1én cac huan luyén vién tredng cua Liverpool, va
toi nghi ap luc kiéu do6 cudi cung da danh guc Kenny Dalglish. Khi cham dit vai
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tro ctia mot cau tha la biéu twgng ctia CLB va chuyén sang cong tac huan luyén,
ong ta khong hé co ti kinh nghiém nao. Sy chuyén hwdng to 16n nhw vay ciing da
hiy hoai John Greig tai Rangers. DPuwgc xem la cau thua vi dai nhat moi thoi dai
cta Rangers nhung John Greig phai tiép quan mot doi bong da tan ra tdi mic
khong thé phuc héi lai dugc nita. Sy xuat hién ctia Arberdeen va Dundee United
cling khong giup ich gi cho John. V@i Dalglish, moi chuyén ciing khong khac.
Poéng vai tro quan trong hang dau trong hang céng ctia Liverpool va ngay sau khi
nghi thi dau tré thanh HLV qua 1a hét sttc kh6 khan cho Kenny! Téi nhé Kenny
da t6i gap toi & trai huan luyén cta doi tuyén Scotland va xin 16i khuyén vé cong
viéc huédn luyén 6ng ta méi dugc dé nghi. Khi d6 t6i con chwa biét Kenny dang
néi vé viéc sé huan luyén mot CLB 16n.

“Cau lac bo dé tot chir?” t6i héi.

“Pung, dé 1a mot cau lac bo tot,” Kenny dap.

Vi vay t6i da néi v6i Kenny: néu do6 1a mot cau lac bo t6t, vai lich st tot dep,
c6 mot vai nguon tai chinh dy tri¥, va mot vi cha tich am hiéu vé bong da, thi anh
nén nhan 1ay co hdi. Néu chi c6 hai trong s6 nhitng yéu t6 trén, Kenny sé phai vat
16n v6i mot cudc chién.

Néu khong duge dao tao chuyén sau vé nghiép vu huan luyén & Aberdeen,
toi sé khong bao gio du kha nang dé tiép quan Manchester United sau nay. T6i da
bat dau cong viéc tai East Stirling khéng dugc trd cong mot dong nao. To6i yéu
thich céng viéc & do, véi chi 11-12 cau tha. Sau d6 téi chuyén ti St Mirren, cling
khong c6 xu nao. Toi da sa thai 17 trong 35 cau tha trong mua gidi dau tién cta
toi vi nhan thay ho khong du trinh do! O d6, toi dich than 1am moi viéc, tr goi
thitc an, thu xép viéc lau don phong tap dén cac bai tap - dé qua la mot qua trinh
hoc hoi toan dién.

Khi Gérard bat dau mang vé nhiéu cau tht nwdc ngoai, t6i nghi mua giai an
ba d6 da cting c6 niém tin rang cach lam do sé dua CLB vé nhitng ngay dinh cao
cda néd. Nhitng cau thu nhw Vladimir Smicer, Sami Hyypia va Dietmar Hamann
da hinh thanh m6t nén moéng, trén d6 Houllier xay dung doi hinh ctia 6ng ta. Bat
ky cd an ba nao déu xirng dang dwgc nghién citu ky lwdng. Ban c6 thé n6i may
man da mim cuwdi vGi Liverpool trong tran chung két cip FA gdp Arsenal, bgi vi
d6i bong cia Arséne Wenger da hanh ha ho trong ca tran dau trwdc khi Michael
Owen gianh 1ay cup trong khoanh khac ghi hai ban thang cua minh. Nhuwng t6i
khong lo ngai bat ky cd nhan cau tht nao bang chinh tdp thé déi bong do:
Liverpool. Hay chinh xac hon la truyén théng cua ho. T6i biét rang néu sy bung
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no nay tiép tuc ho sé lai tr@ thanh doi thu 16n nhat cua chuing t6i, hon ca Arsenal
va Chelsea.

MGt nam sau cd an ba dé, ho vé dich thit hai trong giai vo dich, nhung sau
d6 rét xuong hang nam sau khi Gérard mua vé El Hadji Diouf, Salif Diao va
Bruno Cheyrou. Nhiéu binh luan vién da néi vé quan hé nhan qua caa nhitng ban
hop dong nay. Cheyrou la nguwdi ching t6i da quan sat khi cdu ay con & Lille, cau
ta khong c6 toc do cao nhung c6 mot cai chan trai diéu luyén. Mot cau thd manh
mé nhung khong nhanh nhen! Diouf c6 mdt mua World Cup thanh cong vdi
Senegal va bat dau c6 tén tudi. RO rang hé thong tuyén mo cua Gérard da kha
nhay bén! Vé phan minh, t6i luén canh gidc vGi viéc mua vé nhitng cau tha sau
man trinh dién thanh cong cta ho trong nhitng gidi dau l6n. Chang han, giai vo
dich chau Au EURO 1996 da khién t6i phai ky hop dong véi Jordi Cruyff va
Karel Poborsky. Ca hai déu thé hién xuat sac trong gidi ddu do6, nhung rot cudc
ching t6i khong thu dugce nhitng gié tri ho da trinh dién tai doi tuyén. Ho khong
phai nhitng cau thu t6i, nhung doi ltc cac cau thia cé dong luc va chuan bi ky hon
cho cac ky World Cup hay EURO, va sau d6 trinh do caa ho c6 thé di xudng...

Vi Diouf, cau ay c6 tai nhung tai nang dé can dwgc nudi dudng. Diouf la
cau tha ca tinh, va khong phai lic nao ciing mang lai diéu t6t. Poi khi cau ta cw
X ngd ngan trén san, nhwng Diouf co6 tinh chién dau va tai nang thuc su. Gia
nhap mot cau lac bo uy nghi nhw Liverpool khong phu hgp véi ban tinh néi loan
cta Diouf vi cau ta kho long tuan theo nhitng ky luat can c6 dé thanh cong.
Gérard da nhanh chéng nhan ra diéu nay. Vi nhitng tran cau cang thang cao do
tredc cac doi thu cing cwa nhw Arsenal hay Chelsea, ban can nhitng cau tha cé
tinh than vitng vang, ban linh, trong khi theo quan diém ctia t6i thi Diouf chi la
mot cau thu “lau c4” ma thoi. Cheyrou thi don gian la khong bao gi¢ thanh cong
dugc, cau ta khong cé toc do dé choi & Premier League.

Van hoa Spice Boy* la mot con quai vat khac ma Gérard phai tiéu diét. Toi
da tirng nghe nhitng cau chuyén vé viéc cac cau tha Liverpool 1én ra ngoai dé
choi boi ¢ Dublin. T6i thdy sw cap bén cia Stan Collymore rat kho dé dwa dén sy
on dinh. Trwdc dé toi gan nhw da quyét dinh mua Collymore vi d6 la mot tai nang
dang kinh ngac. Nhung khi t6i xem cau ta choi cho Liverpool, t6i cam thay
khong can gdp rat mua Stan nita, va t6i bat dau nghi t6i that may man khi da
khong mua cau tha nay, vi c6 1€ néu dén Manchester United cau ta cling cu xw
nhuw thé thoi. Thay vao dé t6i da mua Andy Cole, ngudi luon diing cam nhu su ti,
ludn trinh dién nhitng pham chat t6t nhat cia minh.
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Truwdc khi bay cao duwdi thoi ctia Houllier, Liverpool da roi vao cai bay ma
nhiéu nam treéc dé United da vwedng phai. Ho mua cau thu c¥ nhw thé dang choi
tro choi ghép hinh vay. Néu ban quan sat Man United tir nhitng nam gitta thap
nién 70 dén giita thap nién 80, ban sé cdm nhan dwgc mot sy tuyét vong cua doi
béng nay khi ho mua vé nhitng cau thu nhuw Garry Birtles, Arthur Graham tw
Leeds United, Peter Davenport, Terry Gibson, Alan Brazil... Hé cau thu nao ghi
ban vao luGi ctia United, ho sé dugc United ky hgp dong, va day qua la cach suy
nghi ngan han. Liverpool hoi do6 cling c6 théi quen twong tw. Ronny Rosenthal,
David Speedie, Jimmy Carter: mot loat cac cau tha cap bén nhung chwa hé mang
déng dap cua nhitng cau tht Liverpool truyén théng. Roi sau dé la nhitng
Collymore, Philbabb, Neil Ruddock, Mark Wright va Julian Dicks...

Gérard mua rat nhiéu cdc dang cau thu vé Anfield: Milan Baros, Luis
Garcia, Smicer va Hamann, nhitng nguoi da thi dau tot cho ong ay. T6i c6 thé
thdy mot khuén mau rd nét trong cach tuyén mo cua Gérard. Dwdi thoi Benitez
toi khong thay mét chién lwge nao nhw vay. Cac cau tha chi don thuan la dén va
di. C6 Idc t6i nhin vao doi hinh xudt phat ctia Gérard va cam thay day la doi hinh
Liverpool la lung nhat, ngoai sttc twéng twgng nhat ma téi titng do6i mat. Trong
mot tran dau vai ching t6i, 6ng ay cho Javier Mascherano choi & vi tri tién vé
trung tam va st dung hang hau vé bon ngwdi nhw moi khi, nhung cho Steven
Gerrard da tién vé trdi con Alberto Aquilani ¢ phia trwdc. Sau d6 Gérard tiép tuc
thay Dirk Kuyt ra va cho Ryan Babel choi & canh trai, kéo Gerrard sang canh
phai! Ba cau thu nay choi thanh mét khoi & trung 16. Babel vao san dé choi dat
trai, nhung hinh nhw ca tran dé6 chwa mot lan cau ta tién sat dwong bién! T6i
khong thé biét Babel nhan chi thi gi tt HLV, nhung trén bang ghé chi dao t6i nhé
minh da néi rang day la thoi diém t6t dé Liverpool dwa Babel vao san déi mat vGi
Gary Neville bén hanh lang trai. T6i bao Scholes: hdy nhac Gary tap trung vao
nhé! Nhung héa ra hom dé Liverpool chang hé choi dan bién gi ca.

Hinh nhu la Benitez da dén san tap cta ching t6i v6i cuwong vi la khach cta
Steve McClaren, nhung t6i khong nhé da gap 6ng ay. Chung to6i c6 rat nhiéu
chuyén viéng tham ctia nhitng vi khach nwéc ngoai va khong thé nhé hét duogc.
Ching t6i da tiép nhitng huan luyén vién dén tir Trung Quéc va Malta, nhitng
nhom 3-4 nguoi tir cac nwéc thudc khu viee Scandinavia. Ngoai ra con cé nhitng
cudc tham quan déu dan cua nhitng guwong mat thé thao khac nhu: doi tuyén
cricket Uc, cac cau tha NBA, Michael Johnson, Usain Bolt. Michael Johnson,
nguwoi t6 chitc mot chwong trinh tdp hudn mua xuan & Texas, khién toi rat an
twgng badi kién thirc ctia cau ay.
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Khong lau sau khi Benitez dén, t6i dw khan mdt tran dau cia Liverpool va
ong ay cung vg da moi téi uéng vai ly rugu. Lic d6, moi thit van tot. Nhung sau
d6é moi quan hé cua ching t6i da tré nén gay gat. Sai lam ma Benitez mac phai la
bién su ganh dua ctia ching t6i thanh van dé ca nhan. M6t khi ban bién né thanh
chuyén ca nhan, ban khong c6 co hoi nao ca, bdi t6i da cé dwgc thanh cong va
chang can phai v6i va. Benitez thi van phai phan dau tim kiém nhitng chiéc ctip
trong khi d6i dau vdi t6i. Biéu d6 khong khon ngoan chit nao.

Vao ngay Benitez dwa ra cai danh sach nhitng ‘sy that’ noi tiéng ctia minh
trong dé trinh bay chi tiét anh huwdng ctia toi 1én cac trong tai, ching t6i da nhan
duwge mot canh bao rang Liverpool sé dao dién mot cau héi cho phép Benitez
cong kich t6i. Chuyén do ciling kha pho bién trong béng da. Ban than t6i da noi
tiéng la ngwoi hay dat cau héi. Trong trwdng hop nay, van phong truyén théng
ctia doi da canh bao t6i, “Chung t6i nghi Benitez sé cong kich 6ng vao hom nay.”

“Vé chuyén gi?” toi hai.

“To6i khong biét, nhung chiing t6i nhan dwoc 10i canh bao,” ho néi. R6i sau
do, trén truyén hinh, Benitez deo cap mat kinh ctia 6ng ta 1én va trung ra mot to
gidy ma ong ta bao la gom toan nhitng “su that”...

... Nhung tat ca nhitng sv thdt d6 déu sai.

Dbau tién, 6ng ay noi t6i de doa cac trong tai. Theo Rafa thi tham chi Hiép
hoi bong da Anh (FA) cling... s¢ t0i, mdc du chinh FA vira méi phat t6i 10.000
bang chi hai tuan truwdc do, va téi khong ting ho Chién dich Ton trong (Respect
Campaign - mot chién dich do FA khéi xwéng nham khuyén khich cac cau thu,
HLV va khan gia ton trong cac trong tai nhiéu hon trong mon thé thao nay - ND).
Thye ra thi Sang kién vé chién dich Ton trong bat dau tir mua giai d6, nhung
Rafa lai néi dén 10i chi trich ctia to6i danh cho trong tai Martin Atkinson trong mat
tran dau cdap nam trwdc, tic la trede khi nhitng quy tac méi cé hiéu lyc. Nhw vay
Benitez da sai ngay trong hai diéu dau tién 6ng ta n6i. Bat chap diéu do, gidi
truyén thong rat thich thad loai chuyén nay, va ho hy vong sé n6é ra mét cudc chién
khi t6i dap tra lai Rafa!.

Thuc ra, tat ca nhitng diéu t6i dap lai la Rafa r6 rang da ‘cay ct’ vé mot diéu
gi do va toi khong thé ndi ra diéu do la gi. Thong diép cuia t6i véi Benitez la ro
rang: nay, ong that la ngu ngoc, 6ng lé ra khong nén bién sy canh tranh giita toi
va ong thanh chuyén ca nhan. D6 1a lan dau tién Benitez thit nhitng chiéu tro do,
va sau nay moi dgt cong kich ctia 6ng ta déu mang nang dau an ca nhan nhw vay!
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Sau khi tim hiéu, t6i dugc biét Benitez da bi choc titc khi t6i dat cau héi liéu
Liverpool c6 thé kiém soat dugc cudc dua tai Premier League, liéu ho c6 chiu noi
ap lyc hay khong. Néu t6i la huan luyén vién triedng cta Liverpool, ti sé xem do6
la mét 101 khen, nhung Benitez lai coi d6 1a mot sy si nhuc! Néu t6i, trén cuwong
vi la huan luyén vién truédng cia Manchester United, n6i vé Liverpool va dua ra
nhitng 16i binh luan dé lam ho lung lay, thi Ié ra ban huan luyén tai Anfield nén
biét ho da khién t6i phai lo lang.

Thoi gian Kenny lam viéc tai Blackburn, va khi ho dang dan dau cuoc dua
gianh danh hiéu v6 dich Premier League, t6i da phat biéu, “Tot thoi, bay gio
ching ta hy vong sé c6 mot ci nga Devon Loch*.” Va cau n6i d6 da co6 tac dung,
cu ngd Devon Loch trd thanh cai tit xuat hién trén moi to bao. Roi Blackburn bat
dau danh roi nhitng diém s6. Chung t6i 1€ ra c6 thé giat lai chitc vo dich nam dé
nhung Blackburn sau dé da hoi phuc dugc. Nhuwng ro rang ching t6i da khién ho
gap nhiéu khé khan hon khi dwa ra hinh anh vé cti ngd noi tiéng cua con ngua
thudc s& hitu ctia Nt hoang Anh véi ct trwgt nga day tranh cai cia né & treong
dua Aintree.

Theo cac nguon tin dang tin cdy cia canh béao chi, Benitez 1a mot ké dam mé
quyeén lyc, quan diém nay khong c6 nhiéu y nghia nhung thye sy d6 1a mot cach
nhin chinh xac. Ong ta khong thé hién sy quan tdm trong viéc xay dyng méi quan
hé ban bé vé&i cac huan luyén vién khac: mot chinh sach nguy hiém, bdi vi c6 rat
nhiéu cac huan luyén vién & cac cau lac b6 nhé hon muén tu tdp xung quanh va
hoc héi tir Benitez.

Mua gidi 2009-10 Benitez da tdi va uong vai ly véi toi tai Anfield, nhung
trong c6 vé khong thodi mai, va sau d6 mot ltic thi néi 1a c6 viéc can di trudc,
chuyén chi c6 vay. Téi néi véi Sammy Lee, trg 1y cta Benitez, “It ra d6 ciing 1a
mot khéi dau.”

Vao ngay ma Roberto Martinez, huan luyén vién treéng ctia Wigan Athletic,
dwgc trich 101 ndi rang t6i c6 ‘nhitng ngwdi ban’ da lam theo 1énh cua toi trong
moi quan hé véi Benitez (Sam Allardyce la mot trong nhitng ngudi Roberto néi
dén), Roberto da goi cho t6i va Hiép hdi cac Huan luyén vién Giai Ngoai Hang
(LMA - League Managers Association) dé hdi xem liéu 6ng ta c6 nén dinh chinh
vé chuyén dé hay khong. Véi toi, Roberto néi 6ng ay khéng c6 moi lién hé nao
vGi Benitez, ngwoi da khong gitp do gi cho Roberto ca. T6i nghi Martinez da noéi
v6i mot t0 bao Tay Ban Nha vé cadch ma Benitez nhin nhan chiing t6i, nhitng doi
thu canh tranh ctia Benitez & Anh, nhung chinh Roberto lai khong tan thanh cach
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nhin d6. Ong ay chi don thuan 1a nguoi ké chuyén! Nhung khi 6ng phat biéu nhw
vay, nguoi ta c6 thé nghi rang Benitez va Martinez da hinh thanh mot lién minh
vitng chac, vi ho la nhitng huan luyén vién Tay Ban Nha duy nhat & Anh.

Benitez hay phan nan vé viéc khong cé tién dé chi tiéu, nhung thyce té thi tr
ngay dén Liverpool ong ta chi nhiéu tién hon t6i, hon rat nhiéu la dang khac. T6i
rat ngac nhién khi Benitez buéc vao cac budi hop bao va néi minh khong cé tién
mua cau thi. Ong ay da dwgc chu cap rét nhiéu tién. Chinh chat lugng nhitng ban
hop dong Benitez mua vé la nguyén nhan khién ong ta that vong. Trir Reina va
Torres, rat it cau tha Benitez mua vé du tiéu chuan la mot cau thu Liverpool. Co
nhitng cau tha c6 thé phuc vu dugc doi bong - Mascherano va Kuyt, nhitng cau
tha cham chi - nhung khong thue sy la ding chét Liverpool. Va hoan toan khong
c6 nhitng mau cau tha nhw Souness hay Dalglish, nhi Ronnie Whelan hay Jimmy
Case.

Benitez da dat dwgc hai thanh cong I6n trén thi treong chuyén nhwong: thu
moOn Pepe Reina va tién dao Fernando Torres. Torres la mdt cd nhan rét tai nang.
Ching t6i da xem cau ay thi dau nhiéu lan va c6 gang ki hgp dong tir khi cau ta
chi méi 16 tudi. Ching toi da thé hién sy quan tdm ctia minh hai nam truwéc khi
Torres gia nhap Liverpool, nhung ludén cam thdy moéi [an MU lién hé hoi mua thi
rot cudc Torres lai gia han mot dong maGi va hau hinh hon vdi Atlético Madrid!
Chung t6i da quan sat Torres trong nhiéu giadi dau tré va luén luén yéu thich cau
ay. Torres da dong vai tro sau dam trong bd khung cta Atlético, vi vay t6i rat
ngac nhién khi Liverpool cé thé mang cau ta di. Trong thwong vu nay, nhitng moi
quan hé cta Benitez & Tay Ban Nha han da giip ich rat nhiéu.

Torres 1a cau tht duwgc troi phd cho nhitng kha nang tuyét voi: sw thdng
minh khéo 1éo dén mitc tinh ranh ma manh. Cau ta nhw dwgc ma quy phu trg,
khong phai vé mat thé chat ma la ¢ kha nang thay déi t6c do dang kinh ngac.
Torres khong nhanh hon nhiéu cau tha Liverpool nhung vii khi chét nguwdi cta
cau ta chinh la kha nang thay do6i toc do mot cach tuyét voi.

Séi chan cta Torres dai mdt cach tinh quai, cau ay luén bat ngo tang toc va
vuot qua doi tha. Trai lai, toi khong chac Torres c6 phong do t6t nhat khi moi thi
chong lai cau dy béi nhitng phan ng cua Torres c6 thé kha tiéu cyc. C6 1€ cau ta
da phan nao dwgc nuong chiéu va tré nén “hv hong” & Atlético Madrid, noi
Torres la cdu bé vang trong mot khoang thoi gian qua dai. Torres tham chi da deo
bang doi trwdng & dé khi chi 21 tudi!

Torres c6 tam voc tot, voi chiéu cao va hinh thé cia mot tién dao. Torres la
tién dao trung tam xudt sac nhat cua Liverpool sau Owen va Fowler. Ngoai ra
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dwong nhién phai ké dén mot ngdi sao khac la Steven Gerrard, nguwdi khong luon
choi tot khi gdp Man United, nhung c6 kha nang ty minh gianh chién thang trong
mot so tran dau. Chung t6i da ra gia cho Gerrard trén thi treong chuyén nhugng,
va Chelsea cling lam vay, bgi vi c6 tin don la cdu ta muén roi khoi Anfield.
Nhung duong nhw da c6 nhitng tac dong ngan chan bung bit ti nhitng nguoi
ngoai cau lac bo va chuyén nay da cham duit.

Vi Chelsea, viéc ra di cua Gerrard hinh nhw da dwoc sap dat tat ca. Mot cau
héi lién tuc day nghién t6i: tai sao Benitez khong tin twdng dé Gerrard choi & vi
tri tién vé trung tam? Mot diéu ching toi co thé chac chan trong nhitng nam sau
nay khi d6i dau véi Liverpool 1a néu hai tién vé trung tam cta ho gianh duoc
béng thi ho cling sé khong lam gi nhiéu véi n6. Nhung néu Gerrard & dé va gianh
dugc bong, thi ban biét rang anh ta cé k¥ thuat va ca sy manh dan dé cam béng
lao 1én, gy ra nhiéu khé khan cho do6i thu. T6i chang hiéu tai sao Liverpool
khong thuong dé cho Gerrard choi & vi tri d6. Mua giai 2008-2009, khi ho két
thic & vi tri thit hai v6i 86 diém, ho cé Alonso dé thyc hién nhitng dwong chuyén
va Gerrard dang cao, da ngay sau lung Torres.

Mot trong nhitng 1gi thé khac cta chiing t6i la ho da khong con dao tao ra
cac tai nang tw 10 dao tao ctia minh. Michael Owen c6 1€ 1a ngwdi cudi cung. Néu
Michael gia nhap United vao nam 12 tudi, cau ay sé la mdt trong nhitng tién dao
vi dai nhat. Trong nam Owen choi trdn chung két giai tré & Malaysia ching t6i
cling c6 Ronnie Wallwork va John Curtis thi ddu cho doi tré Anh tai d6. Khi ho
trd vé toi da cho ho di nghi mat mot thang. Micheal Owen thi quay lai doi mot
cta Liverpool ngay, khéng duwgc nghi ngoi va khéng duge phat trién ky thuat.
Michael da hoan thién hon trong vai tro la mot cau tha bong da trong hai nam
choi cho ching téi. Cau ta rat tuyét voi trong phong thay do va la mot chang trai
tot tinh.

T6i nghi do thiéu thoi gian nghi ngoi va khéng dwgc trau doi ki thuat trong
nhitng nam dau da khién Michael that bai. Thoi diém Houllier thira ké Owen, cau
dy da trudng thanh va la biéu twgng cua doi Liverpool. Tt lic dé, khong co6 bat
c? co hdi nao dé dat Owen sang mdt bén va tién hanh phat trién thém cho Owen
vé mat ky thuat trong thi ddu. T6i da pham sai lam doi véi Owen khi t6i 1€ ra nén
ky hop dong véi Owen sém hon. Khong c6 cach nao dé mua Owen truc tiép tw
Liverpool, nhung ching t6i 1€ ra da phai hanh dong khi cau ay roi Real Madrid
dén Newcastle. Khi &y Owen van con treé.

Trong s6 nhitng cau thu khac cua Liverpool gay rac r6i cho ching t6i, Dirk
Kuyt 1a cau tha that tha nhat ma ban c6 thé gap. T6i chac chan Kuyt cao khoang
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1m87 khi dén Liverpool va sau nay chi con cao khodng 1m73 bdi vi cau ta chay
nhiéu dén noi... chan to ra va ngan di. T6i chwa tirng thay mot cau tha tan cong
nao choi phong thu cham chi nhw vay. Benitez chon cau ta vao doi hinh trong hau
nhw moi tran ddu. Van dé la sau do, khi cé gi xay ra ¢ vung cam dia doi phuong,
liéu Kuyt cé du sac bén khi tham gia tan cong hay cdu ta sé kiét sitc sau tat ca
nhitng pha tranh bong do?

Bat chap nhitng han ché ma t6i néu ra nhuw vay vé Benitez dudi goc do la
mot ca nhan va mot huan luyén vién tridng, can ghi nhan rang ong ta ludn thuyét
phuc dugc cac cau tha thi dau song chét vi 6ng ta, vay thi han 6ng ta phai co
pham chat ctia mot nguwdi truyén cam hing, du doé cé thé dat dugc qua sy sg hai,
sw ton trong, hay qua nhitng ky nang cia Benitez. Ban khong bao gid thdy doi
béng cua 6ng ta dau hang, va Benitez xitng dang dugc ton trong vi diéu do.

Tai sao Benitez khong lam t6t duwgc nhw 1€ ra 6ng ta c6 thé lam tai Anfield,
theo quan diém cta t6i? Benitez thich phong thu hon va pha nat tran dau hon la
gianh chién thang. Ngay nay, ban khong thé thanh cong véi cach tiép can tran ddu
nhu vay.

Mourinho sac sdo hon nhiéu trong cach dung cau thu. Va ong ay c6 ca tinh.
Néu ban thay José va Rafa cung dirng trén duwong bién, ban biét ban c6 thé chon
ai la ngudi chién thang. Ban luén phai ton trong mdt doi béong dén tir Livepool
cling nhw nhitng gi Benitez da mang dén cho Liverpool, vi rat khé dé danh bai ho,
va bdi vi ho da gianh chitc vo dich Champions League. D6 1a nhitng diém cOng.
Benitez da gdap may, nhung toi cling c6 khi gdp may nhu vay.

Phong cach cua Benitez trén dwong bién la lién tuc chi dao cac cau thu trén
san, nhung to6i ngd rang khong biét ho c6 ludon nhin 6ng ay hay hanh dong theo
nhitng chi dao d6 khong. Khong ai c6 thé hiéu hét nhitng ctr chi khoa chan muda
tay d6. Mourinho thi khac. Trong mdt tran dau giita Inter va Chelsea, t6i thdy cac
cau thu chay nhanh vé phia 6ng ay nhw muon noéi: “Pa sao day sép?” Ro rang ho
rdt quan tam t6i nhitng chi dao cua José.

Ban can mot huan luyén vién manh mé, diéu nay rat quan trong. Benitez la
ngudi manh mé. Ong ta c6 niém tin 16n vao ban than va dua Ii lom dé 1 di nhitng
101 chi trich. Benitez thwong xuyén lam nhv vay. Nhung ong ta da gianh mot chice
vo dich Champions League sau tran chung két vdi AC Milan tai Istanbul nam
2005, thanh tyu nay gitp Benitez dwgc bao vé khoi nhitng ngudi muén gat bo
nhitng phvong phap cua ong ta.
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Khi Milan dan 3-0 sau hiép mot tran dau do, mot s6 cau thu Milan da san
sang an mung, 16i ra nhitng cai 4o ky niém va nhay nhoét. Toi duwgc ké rang Paolo
Maldini va Gennaro ‘Rino’ Gattuso da phat dién lén, c6 gang thuyét phuc cac
dong doi dirng nghi 1a tran dau da két thuc.

Liverpool da gianh duwgc chiéc cip danh gia dém hém d6 véi man trinh dién
phi thuwong veé sy kién cwong bat khuat.

Sau mot thdi gian ngan thanh céng & Anfield, Roy Hodgson nhwong ghé lai
cho Kenny lan nita va Liverpool bat tay vao mot giai doan tai thiét quan trong.
Nhung chang c6 may hgp dong dwédi thoi Kenny khién tdi phai lo sg hang dém.
Ching t6i da quan sat Jordan Henderson rat nhiéu va Steve Bruce chwa bao gio
hét quan tam dén cau ta. Nhung ngwoc lai, ching t6i cling thdy khi chay
Henderson don lyc 1én dau goi va giit thang lung, trong khi cac cau tha hién dai
thwong don Iwc vao hai bén hong. Ching t6i nghi cach chay ctia Henderson co
thé sé khién cau ta gap van dé sau nay trong su nghiép.

Stewart Downing da tiéu ton cua Liverpool 20 triéu bang. Cau ay co tai
nhung khong phdi cau thu thudc typ mau lira nhat hay nhanh nhen nhat khi thi
ddu. Downing chuyén bong tot va ditt diém khong té, nhung liéu c6 xitng dang
mic gia dén 20 triéu bang? Andy Caroll, ngudi cling gia nhap Liverpool vdi gia
35 triéu bang, la mot trong nhitng cau thu xudt than tr 10 dao tao cau thu cta
chung t6i & vung Pong Bac, cung v&i Downing va James Morrison, nhitng nguwoi
da choi cho Middlesbrough, West Brown va doi tuyén Scotland. Hiép hoi Béng
da Anh (FA) da dong ctra trung tam nay sau nhitng 10i phan nan cia Sunderland
va Newcastle. D¢ la thoi diém céac hoc vién bong da bat dau ra doi. Ky hop dong
v6i Caroll 1a diéu Liverpool thuc hién ngay sau thwong vu 50 triéu bang qua hoi
khi ban di Torres. Van dé ctia Andy la sy co dong, la toc do cua cau ay trén san.
Trwr khi trai bong & trong viung cdm dia su6t thoi gian tran dau dién ra, sé rat kho
cho 16i choi cia Andy Caroll phat huy tac dung, vi cadc hdu vé ngay nay rat giéi
trong viéc day trai bong ra xa khung thanh. Ban can c6 nhitng tinh hudng chay
cho cua cac tién dao hién dai. D€ so sanh, hdy xem Suérez: anh ta khong nhanh
nhung c6 6c phan doan rat nhay bén.

Nhitng chang trai Kenny mua vé ti* nhitng li¥a cau thu tré da choi t6t. Jay
Spearing dac biét xuat sac. Khi con tré Spearing choi & vi tri trung vé, cung vdi
John Flanagan & vi tri hau vé bién, va Spearing da dé dang tré thanh nguoi xuat
sac nhat trong s6 ho: hang hai, nhanh nhen va la mét tha linh. Ban c6 thé thay cau
ta co tot chat gi do. Spearing ciing choi tot & khu vurc giita san, nhwng rat kho dé
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hinh dung ra twong lai ctia cau ay vé lau vé dai, vi thé lyc la th gay can tré cau
ta.

Kenny da gianh chitc vo dich League Cup, duong nhién, va vao dugc tran
chung két cip FA. Nhung khi t6i nghe tin 6ng ay va nguoi trg ly Steve Clarke
dwgc triéu tap dén Boston dé gap nhitng ngwoi s hitu cau lac bd, toi sg diéu toi
té nhat sé dén vdi ho. Toi khong nghi nhitng cai do phong phan doi va chuyén
bado vé Suarez trong vu Patrice Evra sé giip duwgc Kenny. La mot hudn luyén
tredng, doi khi ban c6 thé thién vi mot chut, dac biét déi vGi nhitng cau tha 16n.
Néu do chi 1a mot cau thu dy bi chit khong phai mot ngbi sao nhw Suérez, liéu
Kenny c6 mat cong nhw vay dé bao vé cau ta khong?

Nhirng bai bao cua to New York Times va Boston Globe vé vu Evra- Suarez
khong thém bat tay nhau cho thay vu tranh cai dang di theo chiéu huéng nao. Toi
cam thdy van dé cua Kenny la c6 qua nhiéu cau tha tré trong cau lac bo than
twgng ong ay. Peter Robinson, gidam doc diéu hanh cua Liverpool thdi hoang kim,
1é ra da phai ngan can khong dé sy viéc leo thang dén mic do hién tai cua no.
Cau lac bo phai dugc wu tién trén bat ky ca nhan nao.

Nguoi ké tiép dén Liverpool, Brendan Rodgers, méi chi 39 tudi. Toi 1dy lam
ngac nhién khi ho giao trong trach nay cho mét huan luyén vién tré. Téi cam thay
John Henry da pham phdi mdt sai 1am trong nhitng tuan dau dwong nhiém cta
Brendan vao thang 6-2012, khi 6ng ta cho phép chiéu mot bo phim tai liéu tiét 1o
nhitng chuyén hau truong ¢ CLB nay. Dat si chd y d6 vao mot huan luyén vién
tré thye sy la viéc kho khan va quyét dinh d6 da tré nén t6i té. B6 phim doé cling
khong tao ra anh hwdng gi ¢ My, vi vay t6i khong thé hiéu muc dich cta né la gi.
T6i con duwgce biét cac cau thu ké rang ho bi bat budc tra 16i nhitng bai phéng van
trong bo phim noi trén!

Brendan chac chan sé danh cho cac cau thu tré mot co hoi, diéu do rat dang
nguwdng mo. Va ong ta da dat dugc nhitng két qua dap lai twong xing tir cau lac
b6 cua minh. T6i nghi Brendan biét Liverpool da c6 nhitng ban hgp dong khong
dat yéu cau trudc d6. Henderson va Downing la nhitng treong hop nhw vay, ho la
nhitng cau tht can phai chithg minh nang lyc ctia minh. N6i chung ban phai cho
cac cau thu ma ban khong danh gia cao mot co hoi.

Su canh tranh gitta ching t6i véi Liverpool vo cung cang thang. Luon luon
nhw vay. Mac du vay, ngoai sy thu dich ching t6i van ton trong lan nhau. To6i rat
tw hao vé cau lac bo cia minh vao cdi ngay ching t6i ky niém viéc phat hanh ban
Béo cdo Hillsborough vao nam 2012: mot tuan quan trong doi véi Liverpool va
nhitng ngwdi chién dau vi cong ly. Trong tran dau trén san Anfield hom do, bat
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c diéu gi Liverpool yéu cau dé t6 chitc budi 1é twdng niém chiing t6i déu dong y,
va phia chu nha da danh gia cao nhitng no Iyc ctia ching t6i.

Trong tran dau do, to6i yéu cau cac cau thu cua minh khong dugce an mirng
ban thang theo nhitng kiéu khiéu khich, va néu ho pham 16i v@i cac cau thu cta
Liverpool thi hdy d& d6i phwong ddy. Trong tai Mark Halsey da diéu hanh tran
ddu rat tot. Trwdc khi tran dau bat dau, Bobby Charlton xuét hién véi mot vong
hoa va trao cho Ian Rush, va lan da dat vong hoa do6 lén Pai twéng niém
Hillsborough tai cong Shankly* ctia san Anfield. Chiéc vong hoa duogc két tir 96
hoa hong, moi bong danh cho mot c6 dong vién da mat tai Hillsborough. Liic
dau, Liverpool muon t6i va Ian Rush cha tri budi 1é twéng niém dd, nhung to6i
nghi Bobby la m6t lwa chon thich hgp hon. Ngay hom dé tr6i qua t6t dep, mac du
cudi budi 1é da xuat hién mot vai 10i la 6 khong dang ké tir mot nhém nho co
dong vien.

Doi v6i Liverpool dé tré lai ding cung dang cdp vd@i ching toi va
Manchester City r6 rang doi hoi mot sy dau tw khong 16. San van dong cta ho lai
la mot yéu té han ché khac. Cac 6ng chu ngudi My cua Liverpool da quyét dinh
cdi tao lai san Fenway Park, san nha cua Boston Red Sox, thay vi xay m&i mot
san van dong. Bé xay dung mdt san van dong 1én ngay nay cai gid vao khoang
700 triéu bang. Anfield van chwa c6 thay doéi gi. Ngay ca nhitng phong thay do
cling van khong khac so vGi 20 nam trwdc day. Dong thoi, quan diém ctda toi vé
doi hinh cta Liverpool 1a ho can thém tdm cau thu dé cé thé dat dugc tiéu chuan
danh cho nhitng nha vo dich. Va néu ban mac sai lam trén thi tredng chuyén
nhugng, thuong thi ban sé két thic bang cach ban di cac cau thu dé véi gia ré
beo.

Trong khi Brendan Rodgers lam viéc cia minh, Rafa Benitez va t6i da
khong cham trén trong giai doan cam quan cudi cung ctia moi ngwoi tai Anh.
Rafa trd lai bong da Anh dwdi cwong vi la huan luyén vién tam quyén tai Chelsea
khi Roberto Di Matteo, nguoi gianh chitc vo dich Champion League vao thang
Nam, bi sa thai vao mua thu nam 2012. Trong mot cudc hop bao cia Unite khong
lau sau man ra mat cua Benitez, t6i phat biéu rang 6ng ta that may man khi dwgc
thira ké nhitng doi bong da dinh hinh san sang.

T6i thdy thanh tich cia Benitez can phai dugc ddt trong titng hoan céanh.
Ong 4y gianh chitc v6 dich La Liga v6i chi 51 ban thing, vao nim 2001-2002,
diéu nay cho thay Rafa la mot nguoi thuc dung diéu luyén. Nhung t6i thay rat
kho ma ng6i xem Liverpool thi ddu khi Benitez tai vi ¢ day. Toi thay ho that ué
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odi. Toi hét sttc ngac nhién khi sau nay Chelsea voi dén Benitez & vi tri HLV. Hay
thir so sanh thanh tich ctia Benitez v&i Di Matteo: Benitez c6 hai danh hiéu quéc
ndi vGi Valencia, mot chitc vo dich Champions League va mot cip FA cung
Liverpool. O phia déi dién, chi trong sau thdng Di Matteo da gidnh dwgc chiic vo
dich Champions League va ctip FA!

RO rang bang thanh tich cia hai HLV ndi trén la cé thé mang ra so sanh,

nhung Rafa mot lan nita phai tré vé mat dat!
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muoi sau

NOI PHAT TRIEN TAI NANG

Ngay thoi diem Manchester United trd thanh cong ty dai ching (Plc) vao nam

1991, t6i da chac la cau lac bo sé bi mua lai va chuyén sang s& hitu tw nhan.
Truéc khi Malcolm Glazer do tién dau tuw lan dau vao nam 2003 thi BSkyB cta
Rupert Murdoch la ¢6 dong 16n nhét. V&i lich st va hao quang ctia minh, ching
toi la mot phan thwdng qua 16n ma cac nha dau tw ca nhan kh6 ma bé qua. T6i chi
ngac nhién mot diéu la lic gia dinh Glazer tién vao nam quyén kiém soét thi ho
khong gap qua nhiéu nhitng d6i tht giau c6 mudn dau tw vao CLB chiing toi.

Khi nha Glazer nam quyén kiém soat CL.B, mot c6 dong vién cta United tén
Andy Walsh da goi dién cho t6i va néi, “Ong phai tir chizc.” Andy 1a mot chang
trai tot, nhung t6i khong bi cam doé dé dong y vdi yéu cau dé. T6i la huan luyén
vién chit khong phai la gidm doc hay la mot trong nhitng c6 dong da ban cau lac
bo. Du gi thi t6i cling khong chiu trach nhiém khi cau lac b bi mua lai.

“Téat ca ching toi ditng vé phia 6ng,” Andy ndi. Toi tra 16i, “Nhung anh c6
nghi cho cac nhan vién dwdi quyén t6i khong, roi ho sé ra sao?” Néu t6i roi cau
lac b9, hau nhv cac trg ly cling sé ra di. Mot s6 da gan bo vdi toi trong 20 nam.
Khi mot huan luyén vién trudng thay doi cong viéc thi sé c6 anh hwdng dén nhiéu
nguoi khac, va diéu nay doi khi nhitng ngwoi ngoai dao kho long hiéu duoc.

Phai thtra nhan ldc do t6i rat lo lang. Mot trong nhitng diéu ban tam la sé
dwgc cap bao nhiéu tién dé dau tv vao doi. Tuy nhién, toi phdi ty tin vao ca kha
nang phat hién cau thu giéi cia minh va ca vao co cau cuia t6 chitc nita. Ngay tw
dau, nha Glazer biét rdo ho mua mot cau lac bo vitng chai.

Lién hé dau tién cua t6i v6i nhitng 6ng chu mdi la cu dién thoai tir chinh 6ng
Malcolm Glazer. Hai tuan sau, hai con cta 6ng ta la Joel va Avi dén sap dat moi
viéc. Ho no6i vdi toi sé khong cé thay doi trong cach diéu hanh vé chuyén mon.
Theo ho, cau lac bo dang duwgc diéu hanh tot, t6i la mot huan luyén vién thanh
cong, ho khong c6 gi phdi lo lang va hoan toan ung ho t6i. Tat ca nhitng gi toi
muon nghe tir ho, to6i da duwgc nghe trong ngay hom do. Di nhién t6i cling biét la
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ludn cé yéu td xa giao. Nguwoi ta bdo ban moi thit déu 6n va roi lai thay doi ca
triéu thi: moi ngwdi mat viéc, ngan sach chi bi cat giam dé tra ng. Nhung United
van virng vang khi thudc s hitu mdi, bat chap cac khoan vay ma moi ngwoi hay
ban tan lan cac khoan 1ai vay phat sinh.

Trong nhitng nam qua, vai nhoém c6 dong vién yéu cau t6i néu ré quan diém
vé cac khodn ng cta cau lac bo va t6i luén tra 1oi, “T6i la huan luyén vién. Toi
dang lam viéc cho mot cau lac bd thudc s& hitu ctia cong dan My.” Po6 la quan
diém ctia toi. Toi cho rang sé la bat hgp 1y khi lam phién long ban quén ly va diéu
hanh CLB, bang cach nhay vao tranh ludn vé mo hinh s& hitu. Néu nha Glazer
chon cach doi dau - vi du nhw chi thi t6i phéi loai b6 mot thanh vién trong ban
huan luyén - thi d6 lai la chuyén khéac. Bat ky thay doi nao lam suy yéu kha nang
diéu hanh cau lac b ciing déu lam thay doi toan bo dong lwc lam viéc cua toi,
nhung t6i chwra bao gid bi loai ap lwc d6. Vay tai sao phai viit bo hét moi thi chi
vi mot vai c6 dong vién mudn ban tir bé cong viéc ma ban da lam ca doi?

Khi t6i méi gia nhap United, & d6 c6 mGt nhom c6 dong vién day quyeén luc,
dwgc goi la Hoi dong qudan tri thit hai (Second Board) cia CLB. Ho hop mat &
Grill Room va ra quyét dinh vé nhitng gi ho cho la khong ding v&i Manchester
United. Ho6i do, khi vi tri ctia ban than chwa thyc sy vitng vang, t6i phéi chua y
hon dén nhitng moéi nguy dén dia vi cia minh trong tredng hop ho quay lung lai
v6i toi. Cac huan luyén vién truedc téi cling cung canh ngo. Thoi trwde cling theé:
khi t6i con thi dau tai Rangers, mét nhém c6 dong vién quyén lyc cia CLB nay
tham chi cung tham gia nhitng chuyén di thi dau v&i d6i béng va ho la nhitng
nguwoi van dong hanh lang rat c6 anh hwéng. United cling hét sitc ton trong tiéng
nodi cua cac co6 dong vién. Gian dir trudc viéc nha Glazer mua lai va nam quyén
quan ly MU, mot s6 ¢6 dong vién MU da tra lai vé xem ca mua giai va lap ra 1
CLB mdi: FC United of Manchester.

Khi ban ting ho mdt cau lac bo béng da, ban phai trd mot cai gia nao do, va
céi gia do la doi bong cia ban khong thé Itc nao ciing thang. Khong ai lam huan
luyén vién ca doi nhung United qua that rat may man vi chi trai qua hai doi huan
luyén vién trong vong nira thé ky. Cam xuc ciling thang tram theo két qua thi dau.
Bong da ty no tao ra nhitng bat dong. T6i nhé ¢ lan ching t6i thua tran tai
Rangers va nhitng c6 dong vién da ném gach vao ctra so!

Ngoai van dé tudi tac cta toi, khong cé 1y do gi dé nha Glazer can nhac thay
doi vi tri huan luyén vao hé nam 2005. Ca nhan t6i chwa bao gio nghi dén kha
nang do va chua tirng cam thay gap stc ép.
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Hang chuc triéu bang Anh dugc chi tra cho cac khodn 1ai vay da lam day 1én
cam giac cau lac bo can dugc bao vé. Toi hiéu diéu do, nhung khong phai lic nao
cling chuyén n6 thanh ap lyc phai ban cau thu hoac than trong qua mic trueée khi
mua cau thi m@i. Mt trong nhitng thé manh ctia CLB bong da MU la bo phan
kinh doanh & London, noi mang lai cho cau lac bo hang ta hgp dong tai trg trén
toan cau. Chung t6i c6 nhiéu nha tai trg nhw Hang Hang khong Tho Nhi Ky, cac
cong ty dién thoai & Arab Saudi, HongKong, Thai Lan, cac cong ty bia & Vién
bong,... thu hit hang chuc triéu dola va giup trang trai cac khodn ng. Vé mat
chuyén moén bong da, chung t6i tao ra nguon thu rat 16n; ngoai ra lwgng fan
khong 16 1én t6i 76.000 ngwoi cling gidp ich rat nhiéu cho doi bong.

V1 vay, toi chwa bao gio bi cac chu s& hitu nha Glazer ngan trd cong viéc.
Thong thuwong, ching t6i khong con quan tdm dén mot cau tha nao doé thi 1y do
chinh la m&c phi chuyén nhwgng hoac doi hoi vé tién lwong qua ngd ngan.
Nhitng quyét dinh nay la cua t6i va David Gill; ngoai ra hoan toan khong c6 bat
ky 1énh nao tr “cdp trén” la phai chi tiéu chitng mwc do khoan ng hién hitu cua
cau lac bo.

Trai lai, dai thién ha cua ching t6i ngay cang md rong. Tt nam 2007, ngay
cang nhiéu cac tai ndang nwdc ngoai do bo xudng san tap Carrington tr Nam My,
B6 Dao Nha va Bulgaria. Trong nhitng nam nay, khong cau tht nhap khau nao
thu hut sy chi y nhiéu hon Carlos Tevez, cau ta la trung tam ctia cudc tranh luan
16n vé viéc Sheffield United bi xuéng hang va két thiic bang viéc gia nhap doi tha
cung thanh ph6 cua ching t6i la Manchester City, doi béng trung hinh Tevez
trong sac ao xanh da troi ngao nghé nhin chiing t6i trong tdm bién quang cao day
khiéu khich véi thong diép: “Chao mirng dén vGi Manchester”.

Cau chuyén bat dau khi Tevez dang & West Ham. David Gill da nhan duoc
cudc goi tir dai dién cua cau ta la Kia Joorabchian, 6ng nay néi rang than chu cia
minh rat thich choi cho Man United. Chiing t6i da tirng nghe nhitng chuyén kiéu
nay nhiéu lan. Cong viéc hang ngay cta nguoi dai dién la goi dién dén va néi
rang than cht ctia minh c6 tinh cdm dac biét véi 1 CLB nao do6. Thoat tién, 16i
khuyeén cua t6i 1a khong nén dinh dang t&i bat ¢t giao dich phitc tap nao vdi phe
Tevez. David dong y, vi 1o rang la c6 nhiéu bén déng s& hitu cau thua nay. Tuy
nhién, t6i lvu y véi David, “Tevez gdy an twgng tot nhw mot cau thu tran day
nang lwong va thanh tich ghi ban cao. Tat ca con tuy thudc vao diéu kién thoa
thuan la gi.”

David noéi anh c6 thé c6 duge Tevez trong hai nam, véi mot khoan phi dé
mugn cau thi. Moi chuyén xdy ra ding nhw vay, va Carlos da thi dau rat tot trong
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mua gidi dau tién. Cau ta ghi nhiéu ban thing quan trong vao lwgi Lyon,
Blackburn, Tottenham va Chelsea. Tevez la ngudi nang noé va tran day nang
lwong. Tuy nhién day khong phéi la cau tha c6 téc d6 cao va siéng nang tap
luyén, cau ta lu6n mudn nghi tap va than van la do dau bap chan. Trong b6i canh
moi ngudi dang chuan bi cho tran dau sap tGi thi chuyén nay doi khi gay phién
cho doi. Tai United, lic nao ching t6i cling muon thay cau thu khat khao that sw
trén san tap, va cac cau tha hang dau cta doi déu c6 pham chat nay. Tuy nhién,
Tevez dén bu viéc nay kha t6t bang cach rat nang no khi thi dau.

Trong tran chung két Cup chdu Au nim 2008 tai Moscow, Tevez thi dau va
ghi ban trong loat stt luan lvu treée Chelsea, chinh cdu ta la nguwdi nhan sut qua
11m dau tién. Trong tran, t6i dé Rooney roi san ma khong thay Tevez béi cau dy
da choi t6t hon Wayne. To6i bat dau hoai nghi vao mua thit hai, khi MU ky hop
dong v6i Dimitar Berbatov va khang dinh Berbatov va Rooney la cdp tién dao
chinh cua doi.

Khi xem Dimitar thi dau ¢ Tottenham, t6i cam thdy cau tha nay sé tao ra s
khac biét vi cdu ta c6 mot sy diém tinh nhat dinh - diéu con thiéu trong cac tién
dao cua doi. Dimitar c6 gi d6 nhu Cantona hay Teddy Sheringham: khong nhanh
nhw chép, nhung c6 thé khong chién va c6 cac duwong chuyén sang tao. Toi nghi
rang cau ta c6 thé dwa doi dén tam cao mdi va dién tén minh vao danh sach cac
tai nang kiét xuat ctia United.

Vi vay, viéc Berbatov chuyén dén da budc Tevez phai dong vai tro dw bi
nhiéu hon. Vao khoang thang Mudi hai trong mua gidi thi hai cia Tevez tai MU,
chiing t6i bat dau cdm thdy cau ta choi khéng tét nhu trwdc nita. Ly do, theo tdi,
chi vi day la dang cau tha can ludon luon dwgc ra san thi dau. Néu ban khong tap
luyén cham chi, nhv Tevez, thi ban can phai thi dau thwong xuyén. Su6t mua
déng nam d6, David Gill héi t6i, “Ong muén thé ndo?” T6i cam thdy ching tbi
can phai cho dén nira sau mua gidi méi co6 thé quyét dinh dugc. “Nhung ho mudn
cau tra 10i cua ching ta ngay bay gio,” David noi.

To6i tra 10i, “Vay ong chi can néi vdi ho rang t6i dang c6 gang dé Carlos
dwgc thi dau nhiéu hon dé c6 danh gia chinh xac hon, vi Berbatov dang thi dau
rat nhiéu cho doi.”

Tevez da c6 anh hwdng rat nhiéu dén thanh qua cuia toan doi trong nira sau
mua giai 2008-2009, dac biét trong tran dau vdi Spurs trén san nha, khi chiing toi
bi dan trudc 2-0, va t6i tung Carlos vao san dé dao nguoc tinh thé. Cau ay doc
toan lyc bam theo moi dwong béng, truyén nhiét huyét dén toan doi va chinh la
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nguoi mang lai chién thdng 5-2 trong tran dau d6. Anh hwéng ctia cau da lam
thay doi tat ca.

Trong tran ban két Champions League nam 2009, ching t6i do sttc Arsenal
va toi da bo tri bo ba Ronaldo, Rooney va Park. D6 chinh la nhém cau tha dugc
toi lwa chon cho tran chung két va rd rang Tevez khong vui véi diéu nay. Tran
chung két v&i Barcelona tai Rome 1a m6t tham hoa véi ching t6i. Khach san toi
té, toan doi thi 16ng ngoéng, toi thuc sy “bo tay” ké hoach chuan bi kém cdi cho
tran dau nay.

Du sao, t0i cling tung Tevez vao hiép hai va cam thay cau ta thi dau hoi ich
ky trong tran nay. Chap noi nhitng thong tin c6 dugc, toi co thé noi khi d6 Tevez
da co san quyét dinh sé gia nhap Man City. Sau tran dau tai Rome, cau ta noéi véi
t61, “Ong chwa bao gi® cho thdy ¥ muén ky hgp dong dai han véi t6i.” Tai giai
thich rdng con phai xem mua giai dién ra nhu thé nao, rang cau ta thi dau qua it
nén chwa da dé t6i két luan chac chan. David dwa ra mitc phi chuyén nhwgng 25
triéu bang cho Tevez, nhung tir nhitng gi t6i thu thap dwoc thi dé nghi nay caa
David bi bo ngoai tai. Chinh diéu d6 khién chiing t6i nghi rang cau ta da quyét
dinh chuyén dén dau kia cta thanh phé.

Theo tin don chwa duge xac nhan thi doi tha bén kia thanh phé Manchester
cua chung toi da phdi trd 47 triéu bang. Tevez cling ting thuwong lugng voi
Chelsea, va t6i cho rang cac c6 van cta cau ta da chai tro 1ay thoa thuan véi doi
nay ra lam can c dé thwong luwgng véi doi khac. Nghe néi Chelsea da dé nghi 35
triéu bang nhung City ra gia cao hon. Daéi véi t6i day la nhitng khoan tién dang
kinh ngac. T6i sé khong tra s6 tién do, dau rang cau ay la cau tha giéi. Doi vai
toi, Carlos chi 1a mot ngudi tao anh huwdng dén toan doi. Bung la t6i sai lam khi
qua 4o twdng vé Berbatov va mudn nhin thay cau dy thanh cong. Nhuwng Dimitar
cling la cau thu luon mudn khang dinh vi thé s6 1 cta ban than. Céi ket giita
Berbatov va Tevez la ¢ cho d6 - ca hai ng6i sao déu c6 cai t6i qua 1on.

Ching t6i khéng gap rac roi vé ky ludt véi Tevez, nhw sau nay Roberto
Mancini phai dwong dau khi Carlos tir chdi khéi dong cho Man City trong mot
tran dau Champions League & Ditc. Pa phan nguwdi ta xam xi phan doi vi cho
rang cau ta gép phan lén day Sheffield United tiv Premier League xuéng hang
Championship vao nam 2007. Ban thang cia Tevez ghi dugc trén san cta chiing
toi vao cudi mua gidi nam d6 da citu West Ham tru hang. Ho da bi phat vi vi
pham quy dinh quyén s@ hitu cta bén thit ba trong tredng hgp ctia Tevez, nhung
khong bi trir diém nao & giai Premier League. Puong nhién Tevez ghi ban cho
West Ham, nhung diéu khong tranh khoi 1a Neil Warnock (huén luyén vién cta
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Sheffield) da c6 gang do6 16i la chiing t6i st dung do6i hinh yéu hon trong tran dau
v6i West Ham dé Tevez c6 thé ghi ban!

Hay nhd lai rang chi mét tuan sau tran dau véi West Ham ching t6i con mot
tran chung két Cup nita. Boi ching t6i 1a mot trong nhitng ddi manh nhat giai dau
va trong sudt mua gidi tdi thay d6i doi hinh theo hoan canh thyc té. Néu da tirng
xem tran dau dd, ban sé thay chuing t6i bi tir chdi 2 hay 3 qua penalty va thi mon
cta ho lai choi nhu 1én dong vay. R6i West Ham pha thé bé tac va Tevez ghi ban.
Thye chat thi West Ham chwa bao gio dau dugc véi ching t6i, ho bi “dap” te tua.
To6i tung Ronaldo, Rooney va Giggs vao san trong hiép hai nhung van khong thé
danh guc ho.

Ay vay ma 6ng Warnock da két toi ching to6i da “budng” tran dau néi trén.
Ban than ho da lam gi? Trong vong dau cudi cung, ho gap Wigan trén san nha va
chi can mdt tran hoa. Vao dau thang Giéng, Warnock da cho David Unsworth dén
Wigan theo dang chuyén nhwgng tw do, va chinh tay Unsworth nay da sut qua
penalty da vang Sheffield United ra khdi Premier League. Bat ky ai c¢6 dau 6c
binh thwdng déu khong thé ndi la t6i va MU da choi ban trong tran dau véi West
Ham. Liéu c6 bao gio ngai HLV cua Sheffield ty soi minh trong guwong va thot
1én, “T4ét ca nhitng gi can thiét la mot tran hoa trén san nha va ching ta da thi dau
té dén noi khong thé gianh dwgc mot diém trudc Wigan”? Nhitng 101 budc t6i ctia
ong Warnock qua that hét sttc 16 bich.

Vao thang 1-2007 ching t6i c6 dwoc mot cau thu tai ba thue sw, du chi von
ven trong... hai thang, du theo bat ky cach danh gia nao. Cau chuyén nhw sau:
Louis Saha trd lai day hita hen vao dau mua giai nhung roi lai dinh chan thuong
khac. Vao thang Muwoi, tuyén trach vién chinh cta United la Jim Lawlor chi ra
rang that lang phi khi dé Henrik Larsson choi & Thuy Dién trong khi cau thua nay
van con c6 rat nhiéu thit dé trinh dién trén san khau 16n hon. CLB cht quan cta
Henrik la Helsingborgs khong ban cau ta, nhung t6i yéu cau Jim hoi cha tich cta
ho vé kha nang MU muogn Henrik trong thang Giéng. Henrik ciing thuyét phuc
cac ong chu cta minh theo huéng do.

Khi Larsson dén United, cau ta nhan dwgc sy ton trong 1én tir cac cau tha
cta chung toi, ho goi tén Henrik v&i vé vi né that sw. Trong cac budi tap, kha
nang tiép thu ctia mot lao twdng da 35 tudi nhu cau ta qua that tuyét voi. Larsson
tap trung hét minh khi tap luyén, lang nghe bai gidng vé chién thuat ctia Carlos
Queiroz, va n6i chung cau ta hoa minh vao moi khia canh cua doi.

Trén san tap, Larsson that tuyét voi, tir cach di chuyén dén cach chon vi tri.
Ba ban thang ghi cho d6i trong thoi gian ngan khong thé do lwong hét nhitng
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cong hién ctia Henrik. Tran dau cudi cung cua Larsson trong siac do United tai
Middlesbrough, ching t6i dé thua 1-2. Hém ay Henrik trd lai thi dau & hang tién
vé va da thi dau hét sitc minh. Khi trd lai phong thay do, tat ca cac cau tha va doi
ngii hudn luyén déu ditng day vo tay hoan nghénh Henrik. Chi mét cau thu dac
biét md&i tao ra anh hwdng to 16n nhw thé trong vong hai thang. Khi ban da co
danh tiéng va dugc né trong vi thanh tich thi dau, sy né trong dé van cé thé tan
bién chi trong tich tac néu ban khong lam t6t nhiém vu cua minh, dy vay ma
Henrik luén gitt duwgc hao quang do trong su6t thoi gian dén cung ching t6i. Cau
ta ¢ nhuw thé mot cau tha Man United bam sinh, vGi cach di chuyén va phong
cach thi ddu mau Itta. Ngoai ra, Henrik cling c6 mot sttc bat tuyét voi so vé6i thé
hinh nho bé ctia cau ta.

To6i 1€ ra c6 thé ky duwgce hgp dong véi Henrik trede do. Khi cau dy con &
Celtic, t6i sap dua ra dé nghi mua Larsson thi Dermot Desmond, c6 dong 16n cia
Celtic, goi cho t6i va néi, “Ong dang lam t5i that vong ddy Alex, 6ng c6 bao
nhiéu la cau thu giéi, con ching t6i chi can cau ay.”

MGt thang sau khi Henrik tré lai Thuy Dién, ching t6i dat dwgc mot trong
nhitng chién thdng vi dai nhat & chdu Au: chién thing Roma 7-1 vao ngay 10-4,
ty sO0 cao nhat cta ching t6i tai dau treong Champions League. Michael Carrick
va Ronaldo moi nguwoi ghi hai ban, Rooney mét, Alan Smith m6t va tham chi
Patrice Evra ciing ghi dwoc ban dau tién ctia minh tai chau Au.

Trong cac tran dau béng da dinh cao, thong thwong chi can 8 cau thu dé
gianh chién thang. Ba cau thu kia dugc nguwoi khac ganh ho cong viéc, ho choi
trén san giong nhu dang trong ngay nghi va rat phan khich, hodc ho dang chi don
thuan gép mat trong chién thuat ctia doi dé bao toan két qua. Thé nhung trong sy
nghiép cta minh, van cé nhitng lic ban dat dwgc sy hoan hao khi toan bg 11 cau
tha cung choi hay mot cach xuét than.

T4t ca moi diéu ching t6i lam dém do6 déu thanh cong. Ban thang thit hai la
su tham gia cta 6 cau tha véi cac duong chuyén mét cham! Ryan Giggs day mot
dwong chuyén choc khe gitta hai trung vé va Alan Smith ghi ban. Bum, cti cham
béng dau tién va lwdi rung 1én, mot ban thang tuyét hdo. D6 la thoi diém ma ban
chi c6 thé thot 1én: that hoan hao, khong thé ché vao dau duoc!

T6i con nhéd tirng dwa doi thi ddu vai Nottingham Forest vao nam 1999 va
thang 8-1. Ty s6 dang ra phdi la 20-0! Roma cling la mdt doi tha da rat mau. Ho
c6 Daniele De Rossi, Cristian Chivu va Francesco Totti trong doi hinh, thé nhung
ching t6i hoan toan de bep ho. Tran lwgt di tai Rome ching toi da thua 1-2,
Scholes bi du6i khéi san sau mdt pha tac bong kiéu tu sat ngay duong bién. Thuyc
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t€ khi cd chud6i cia Paul cham tring thi cau thu doi ban da ¢ ngoai duwong bién.
Vay la chung t6i phai chiu ap luc trong tran lwgt vé cho dén khi cac ban thang
giai téda hét moi thit.

Tran gap Wimbledon trén san khach & ctup FA vao thang 2-1994 cling la mot
tran kinh dién khac. Trong chién thang 3-0 do, chiing t6i da ghi dugc mot ban
thang sau 38 duwong chuyén mot cham. Moi ngudi cho rang ban thang dep nhat
ctia Man United la ban Ryan Giggs ghi vao luwdi Arsenal trong tran ban két cip
FA hoac ban cat kéo qua dau ctia Rooney vao lwgi Manchester City, nhung vGi
toi, ban thang vao lwdi Wimbledon la tuyét nhat. Béng qua chan tat ca cac cau tha
cta doi trede khi bay vao lwdi. Ngay phut dau tién caa tran dau, Vinnie Jones da
don ngad Cantona, va Eric ngd lan xuéng dat. Cac cau that MU lao vé phia Jones,
nhung Cantona ngan lai, “Dé cau ta yén!”. Héa ra Jones va Cantona la dong doi
cli tai Leeds nén c6 1é Eric van c6 chut tinh cam. Sau dd, Eric vo nhe Iwng Jones
nhw muén n6i “Cau c6 thé don nga t6i, nhung khong ngan t6i duwge dau”.
Cantona choi tuyét voi ngay hom do, ghi ban dau tién bang mot ca sut tuyét dep:
tw tang boéng 1én va sau do6 tung maot ci vo-1é bang chan phai.

Moi ngudi hay néi Wimbledon choi rét té. Biéu nay khong diang. Ho lam
béng cho cac cau thu tuyén trén rat tot, dac biét la cac qua tat. Ho cling rat xuat
sac trong cac tinh hudng c6 dinh va ciing khong hiém tai nang trong doi hinh.
Chién thuat cta ho la dung cac tai nang nay lam vii khi dé at via cac cau thua yéu
hon cua doi phuwong. Néu ban khong thé dwa bong 1én trén, ban thua. Néu ban
khong thé hoa giai cac tinh huoéng c6 dinh, ban cling thua. Néu ban muén dwa vao
thé tranh chdp bong tay doi, cting khong c6 ctta cho ban. Do Wimbledon qua la
mot doi tha rat khé nhan nén chién thang 3-0 cta ching toi that 1a dac biét.

Hai chién thang 16n trwdc Arsenal cling dang néu ra. Trong chién thang 6-2
tai san Highbury ¢ League Cup vao nam 1990, Lee Sharpe 1ap mot hat-trick. Con
trong tran kia, vao thang 2-2001, ching t6i danh bai ho 6-1 tai Old Trafford. C6
mot gia dinh ngudi Ireland da dau gia dé mua dwgc vé xem ching t6i choi tai
Liverpool vao thang 12-2000, nhung vi vieéng swong mu nén ho khong dén dugc.
Chung t6i thua Liverpool 0-1 trong trdn dau khung khiép d6. Ho bén goi cho t6i
va héi, “Vé chra xem do sé giai quyét ra sao?”. T6i tra 16i, “Ching ta sé s6m co
tran gdp Arsenal trén san nha.” Va hgo dugc xem vu tham sat 6-1. Qua that qua
khac biét: vao gio nghi gitta hai hiép, ty s6 da 1a 5-1. Yorkie da quan tan nat doi
ban.

Madc du thang Roma 7-1, nhung chién dich Champions League ctia ching toi
da két thiic bang that bai 0-3 tai Milan vao ngay hai thang Nam. Chting t6i budc
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phai tung tron doi hinh chinh vao tht Bay trwdc dé danh bai Everton 4-2 tai
Goodison Park, trong khi Milan cho 9 cau thu cia ho nghi ngoi truéc khi don tiép
chiing t6i vao thit Ba. Pon gian la ching t6i da khong chuan bi tot bang doi thu
Y. Chi trong vong 15 phiit, MU phai nhan hai ban thua, tréi mwa nhw trit nwdc,
va ching t6i khong thé dwa bong 1én qua phan san doi minh. Pon gian la ching
toi khong chuan bi cho tinh huéng nay. Chién thang vao hom thit Bay trudc do rat
an twgng vi ching t6i da bi Everton dan triede 2-0, tuy nhién cudi cing van gianh
chién thang, vion 1én bé xa 5 diém so vdi doi thu ditng ngay sau trong cudc dua
gianh chitc v6 dich gidi Ngoai hang.

Cung véi Tevez va Larsson, cac tai nang khac trén thé gidi ciing dén gia
nhap doi. Carlos c6 cac moi quan hé & B6 DPao Nha, anh néi vdi chiing t6i c6 mot
cau bé nguoi Brazil dang chai cho Porto tén Anderson, khoang 16 hay 17 tudi gi
ddy. Chung toi tiép tuc dé mat dén cau bé nay: Anderson duwgc vao san khong
thuong xuyén, tran nay da chinh, trdn kia ngoi trén bang ghé du bi. Sau do, cau
do6i dau véi ching toi trong gidi ddu & Amsterdam va t6i quyét tam hanh dong,
thé nhung ngay tuan 1€ sau cau ta lai bi chan thwong gay chan!

Khi Anderson da hoan toan hoi phuc, t6i ctt Martin dén xem tat ca cac tran
thi dau cua cau dy trong vong 4-5 tuan. Martin cho biét, “Alex nay, cau ta con
gioi hon ca Rooney day.”

“Lay Chua, dirng no6i thé chit,” t6i trd 10i. “Cau ay can phai gioi hon nita méi
vugt duge Rooney.” Nhuwng Martin van rat kién quyét. Lic d6, Anderson choi
ngay sau hang tién dao. Cu6i giai dau, chung t6i bat tay mua ca ciu ta lan Nani,
cau tht ma t6i dich than quan sat. Nhitng diém thu hut t6i 1a tdc do, si’c manh va
kha nang khong chién ctia Nani. Cau ta thuan ca hai chan. Sau khi da biét day du
cac pham chat ky thuat ca nhan ndi trén ctia Nani, ching t6i trd lai v6i mot cau
héi cii rich: cau bé nay thudc dang nguwdi nao? Cau tra 10i: mdt cau thu gioi, kin
tiéng, co6 thé nai tiéng Anh kha t6t, chwra tirng gay rac roi & Sporting Lisbon va rat
cham tap luyén. Nhan xét cda riéng t6i: Nani rat khée, mot van dong vién thuc
thy, thanh tich dién kinh luon thudéc hang dau. Vay la da day du cac co s& dé
quyét dinh. Carlos cung David Gill dén Sporting Lisbon ky hgp dong véi Nani va
sau do lai xe dén Porto dé c6 dwgc Anderson. Tat ca chi dién ra trong vong mot
ngay!

Hai nam sau, c6 thé ndi rang céac ly do dé ky hgp dong véi ho déu chinh xac.
Thure ra cling c6 chit rac r6i véi Anderson vao mua dong nam 2009-2010. Cau ta
muon duwgc thi ddu nhiéu hon va muon tré vé qué nha. Anderson la cau thu
Brazil, va rac r6i mudn thud ludn la van dé World Cup: cu ta da tuyét vong vai
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co hoi dugce choi ¢ gidi ddu d6. Anderson 1én ké hoach quay vé choi cho Vasco
Da Gama trong phan con lai ctia mua giai dé c6 thé dwgc choi & World Cup 2010
tai Nam Phi. T6i néi vGi cau ta, “Cau sé khong di dau hét. Chiing t6i khong dau
tw hang triéu bang vao mot cau thu dé anh ta thi dau ¢ Brazil.” Anderson c6 tinh
cach that dang yéu.

T6i luén ludn tén trong cac cau tha Brazil. Hay tht néu tén mot cau tha
ngwoi Brazil khong choi xuat sac trong tran dau I6n xem c6 dwgc khong? Ho
dwgc sinh ra cho cac sy kién 16n. Nhitng cau thu Brazil c6 mot pham chat dac
biét: niém ty hao sdu sac vao ban than. Cyc ky tu tin. Nhiéu ngwdi noéi rang cac
cau tha Brazil xem dao tao la mot sy can thiép ndang né vao cac thu vui cudc
song. Diéu nay khong ding. Ho tap luyén rat tan tinh. Loi don dai rang ho ghét
khi hau lanh ciling hoan toan khong chinh xac. Hai anh em Da Silva la vi du dién
hinh: ho ra ngoai di dao khéng gang tay ciing chang quan dai thé thao. Khong
mot quoc gia cé thé mang lai sy pha tron cac tinh cach phong pht nhw cac cau
tha hang dau nguoi Brazil. Nguwdi Argentina cling yéu nudc sau sac nhung toi
thay ho thiéu thé hién ca tinh nhw nguwdi Brazil.

Vi Nani, chiing t6i da mua vé mot vién ngoc thé thuan khiét. Cau ta chwa
trwdng thanh, chra quyét doan nhung lai c6 ban nang choi bong tuyét voi. Nani
c6 thé kiém soat bong bang ca hai chan, choi bong bang dau va cé thé lyc rat tot.
K¥ nang tat bong, stt bong ctia Nani ciing rat tot. Khi ban mua dwgc mét cau thu
s& hitu nhitng ky nang nhw thé, van dé hudn luyén la lam sao dwa nhitng k¥ nang
nay vao trat t¢. Nani hoi vo t6 chuc va can phai quyét doan hon nita. Diéu khong
thé tranh khai la cau ta sé phai thi dau dudi cai bong ctia Ronaldo vi Nani ciing la
mot cau thu chay canh dén tit B6 Pao Nha va c6 nhitng pham chat twong ty nhw
Ronaldo. Néu Nani dén tir Serbia chang han, thi sé khong c6 ap lyc so sanh nhw
thé. Nhung ca Ronaldo lan Nani déu dén tir Sporting Lisbon, vi vay ho luén dwoc
so sanh va déi chiéu vdi nhau.

Ronaldo c¢6 tai nang thién ph, thi ddu mau Ita, choi gidi ca hai chan va c6
sttc bat tuyét voi. C6 1€ Nani sé nan long khi phéi khang dinh minh trong boi
canh nhuw thé lic khéi dau tai Man United. Canh tranh v6i Ronaldo dé dugc chon
vao doi ty than no cling la mot van dé 16n. Trong nam dau tién, Nani phdi ngoi
trén bang ghé du bi rat nhiéu. Nani hoc tiéng Anh rat nhanh trong khi Anderson
ton nhiéu thoi gian hon. Tuy nhién, Anderson la ngudi Brazil nén cau ta hét sic
tw tin. Ngwoi Brazil lu6n nghi ho c6 thé danh bai moi déi thu.

Toi hoi Anderson, “Cau tirng xem Neymar choi & Brazil chuwa?”

“0, d6 1a mot cau tha 16n. Rat tuyét.”
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“Con Robinho?”

“Tuyét voi. Siéu hang, thwa sép!”

T6i nhdc dén cau tha Brazil nao thi ciu ta cling cé cau tra 16i twong ty.
Anderson nghi tat ca cac cau thu ¢ qué nha déu & dang cap thé gigi. Khi Brazil
danh bai B6 Pao Nha trong mot tran giao hitu, Anderson néi v6i Ronaldo, “Lan
tGi, chung t& sé mang doi hinh 5 dén va cac cau sé c6 co hgi!”. Ronaldo di nhién
rat byc minh. Bat nwdc Brazil 1a nhw thé dé6. T6i rat thich cau chuyén vé mot
cudc thi & Rio dé tim ra nhitng tai nang s6 10 mdi, c6 hang ngan cau thua dén thw
sttc. C6 cau bé phai di xe buyt 22 tiéng dé dén dy thi. Brazil 1a mot dat nuéc rong
16n, ho c6 nhitng tai nang bong da & khap noi noi.

T6i kém vui hon vé thwong vu Owen Hargreaves, ngwoi tirng la mot hién
twgng vao mua hé nam 2006 va té ra dung la mau cau tha chiing t6i can dé lap
day khoang trong ma Keane dé lai. Chuing t6i bat dau tap hgp cac thong tin dé
chuan bi ra gia mua cau ta. Nhung khi nghién cttu hé so ctia Owen, t6i c6 doi
chut hoai nghi. Téi khéng c6 cam giac khat khao c6 duwgc cau thu nay. Nhung
David Gill da rat c6 gang thwong lwgng véi Bayern. To6i gdp dai dién cia Owen
trong tran chung két World Cup tai Berlin, d6 1a mot luat sw rat dé chiu. T6i noi
v6i 6ng ta rang chuing toi c6 thé gitip Hargreaves phat trién tai United. Chuyén
nay hoa ra lai la mot tham hoa.

Owen khong c6 chit niém tin nao vao ban than minh. Do6i véi toi,
Hargreaves khong cho thdy da quyét tam dé vwot qua nhitng chan thwong. T6i
thay cau ta thwong chon nhitng bai tdp nhe nhang trén san tap. Hargreaves la mot
trong nhitng ban hgp dong dang that vong nhat trong sw nghiép ctia toi.

Cau ta di khap noi dé tim kiém phwong phap chita tri cho cac chan thuwong
cdia minh: t* Biéc, My cho dén Canada. T6i cam thay Owen thiéu ty tin dé vugt
qua cac chan thwong. Va moi viéc ngay cang té hon. Cau ta & My gan tron mot
nam, roi lai tim dén Hans Miiller-Wohlfahrt, bac si cia Bayern Munich, dé chita
chan thwong bap chan. Tuy nhién trong cac tran ddu ma Hagreaves that sy tham
gia, t6i khong nghi ngo vé nhitng déng gop ctia cau ta. Owen rat nhanh nhen, x
ly tuyét voi trong nhitng tinh huéng c6 dinh. Cau ta c6 thé choi vi tri hau vé phai,
tién vé phai hodc tién vé trung tam. Trong tran chung két gap Chelsea nam 2008,
toi bo tri Hargreaves choi tién vé phai va khi MU gap kho khan véi 16i choi ba
tién vé ctia doi phuwong, toi lién dwa cau ta vao trung 10 choi tién vé trung tam,
day Rooney ra bién phdi - thay do6i nay lap tic phat huy tac dung. RO rang la
Hargreaves ciing c6 nhitng gia tri nhat dinh. Nhung tat ca diéu do tan nhw swong
khoi vi cau ta bé 18 qua nhiéu tran dau. Tuy nhién, Hargreaves lai choi rat tuyét
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cho dd6i tuyén Anh tai World Cup 2006, lap day nhitng 16 hong va theo dudi titng
duwong bong.

Vao thang 9-2011, chung to6i bi Hargreaves chi trich dit doi. Cau ta tuyén bo
rat that vong v&i doi ngii nhan vién y té cia MU, cao budc ching t6i da st dung
cau ta nhu “con chudt lang thi nghiém” khi diéu tri viém gan xo hoéa va cac van
de khac vé dau goi. Chung t6i da tim dén tw van phap ly va c6 thé c6 tién hanh
kién ngugc lai Hargreaves, nhing mitc xic pham bac si nhw thé thi chwa da dé
doi boi thwong theo phap luat. Sy thuc 1a chiing t6i da lam nhitng gi tot nhat c6
thé cho chang trai nay, nhwng bat ké cac nhan vién lam gi, cau ta van ctt thich tao
ra lich lam viéc riéng cua minh.

Chang han, hoi do t6i hay héi Hargreaves, “Sang nay cau khoe khéng?”

“T6i khée, thwa Sép,” cau ta tra 10i. “Nhung co6 1é t6i phai tap riéng mot
chut, vi t6i cam thay hoi khong o6n...”

Mot trong nhitng cdo budc ctia Owen la ching t6i da chon cau ta vao doi
hinh thi dau v&i Wolves vao dau thang 11-2010 ngay khi cau ta da yéu cau duoc
mién ra san. Mot 10i chi trich cyc ky nham nhi! Ba tuan triede tran dau do, cau ta
thong bao cho chiing t6i ngay minh sé san sang thi dau, vao theo lich thi hom dé
MU sé& da mot tran & ctip chau Au (Champions League - ND). T4t nhién t6i ludng
Iy khi dwwa mot cau tha vang mat qua 1au tré lai déi ngay trong mat tran dau & ctup
chau Au nhv vay. Trong tudn d6 c6 mot tran dau dé dang hon, va Hargreaves c6
nghia vu phdi ra san, vay ma cau ta da rut lui.

Trong tuan c6 tran dau vGi Wolves, theo toi dugc biét, Hargreaves khong noi
bat c diéu gi v6i cac nhan vién dé cho biét minh dang c6 van dé. Toi lo lang, va
cling bay to diéu nay vGi Mick Phelan, la Hargreaves sé dinh chan thuong ngay
khi khai dong trude Iic thi dau. T6i nghe cau ta cé néi véi mot dong doi 1a minh
cam thay gan kheo c6 chit khong 6n. Khi cau ta khéi dong xong, t6i hoi riéng,
“Cau 6n chit?”, nhw mot cach dé tran an Hargreaves. Thong diép cua t6i la: c&
thodi mai thi dau di. Cudi cung thi sao? Hargreaves chi cam cy dwgc ding 5 phuit
roi tai phat chan thuong gan kheo. Tuy thé, chang cé gi dang ngac nhién ca.

Ngay khi ky hop dong vGi Hargreaves, da c6 vai diéu gi d6 ma t6i khong
thich. Biéu ma nha lanh dao giéi nao cling can phdi c6 la linh cdm. Trong truong
hop nay, linh cam dwong nhuw mach bdo toi, “Minh khong thich vu nay.” Khi
Hargreaves dén Old Trafford kiém tra y t€, t6i van con mot s6 hoai nghi. Cau ta
rat than thién, rat dé thwong. Ngwgc lai, Kleberson cling lam t6i c6 doi chit nghi
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ngai, nhung chi vi cau nay qua rut ré va gan nhw khong dam nhin thang vao mat
ban. Kleberson c6 chuyén mon gioi nhung lai qua nghe 10i... vg va b vo cau ta!

Veé sau, t6i doc duwgc rang FA (Lién doan Bong da Anh) dot chay giai doan
dé dwva Hargreaves tré thanh mot huan luyén vién. D6 la mot trong nhitng diéu sai
lam trong mon thé thao nay. Chuyén nhu vay sé khong xay ra & Phap, Bic hay
Ha Lan, ¢ nhitng noi d6 nguwoi ta phai mat ba nam méi c6 dwoc tdim bang HLV
béng da.

Bébé la cau thu duy nhat t6i ky hgp dong ma chwa tirng xem cau ta thi dau
thue t€. Chung to6i c6 mot tuyén trach vién gidi & Bo Dao Nha, ngwoi nay quan
tam dén Bébé. Cau bé nay tirng choi bong da duong pho va dén thit viéc cho mét
d6i bong thudc giai hang ba ctia B6 Dao Nha, va thé hién rat tot. Ngudi tuyén
trach bao chung t6i can phai dén quan sat Bébé. R6i Real Madrid ciing theo sat
cdu ta. T6i biét do la sy that vi José Mourinho néi vdi téi rang Real da san sang
ky hgp dong véi Bébé thi United xen ngang vao. Thé la MU da quyét dinh danh
mot canh bac nho: mua ngay, ton khodng 7 triéu euro.

Du c¢6 nhitng han ché nhung Bébé 1a mot cau thu tai nang: cau ta c6 doi chan
tuyét voi, st bong manh nhw btia b6 bang cé hai chan. Ching t6i dy dinh sé mai
gitia vién ngoc tho nay. Bébé dwoc giti dén Tho Nhi Ky dé phat trién nhwng mac
phai chan thwong day chdng goi chi sau hai tuan. Ching t6i lai dwa cau ta vé cau
lac bo chita tri va bat dau dwa cau vao da thit trong doi hinh hai ctia United. Bébé
thé hién tot trong cac budi tap trén san nho, kiéu chia doi ddu nhau moi bén 8 cau
tha. Con trén san 16n, Bébé can dugc rén thém vé nhitng khai niém trong 16i choi
dong doi. VGi doi chan siéu hang, Bébé hoan toan c6 kha nang ghi dugc 20 ban
thang trong mot mua gidi. Cau la nguwdi it noi, tiéng Anh tam tam va rd rang da
trdi qua tudi tho khac nghiét lang thang trén nhitng dwdng pho & Lisbon.

Vi rat nhiéu cau thu dén véi doi, toi rat ty hao vé nhitng gi MU lam cho céac
cau thu khong gianh dwoc cho ditng tai day va cudi cung phai chuyén sang thi
ddu tai cac cau lac bo khac. Chang han vao mua xuan nam 2010 da c6 72 cau thu
& Scotland, chdu Au va Anh tirng thir viéc va tap luyén tai Man Utd. Bdy muoi
hai ngudi day nhé!

Fabio Capello titng n6i v6i mot ngudi ban cda toi rang néu ban 1ay 4o trum
1én va dung mat na che cac cau thu Man Utd, 6ng ta van c6 thé nhan ra ho tir cach
xa ca dam! Do la mot 161 khen that sw. Hanh vi cta cau tha va cong tac dao tao
that noi bat. Chuing t6i c6 ba trung tam dao tao & Pan Mach, mot & Ditc, hai & Bi,
va c6 & nhitng noi khéc trén khap nwdc Anh. Chiing t6i c6 7 thu mon & céc trung
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tam do, khong ai trong s6 ho dugc 1én doi mot: Kevin Pilkington, Michael Pollitt,
Ben Williams va Luke Steele la mot vai ngudi trong so do.

Chung t6i rat thanh thao trong viéc xac dinh cau thu nao sé 1én choi déi hinh
mot cia MU mot cach thuwong xuyén. Cac cau thu hang dau ctia Manchester
United 1o rang c6 diéu gi d6 rat dac biét, nhitng tht budc ban phai thang ho 1én
doi mot! Darron Gibson la mot vi du vé cau tha khién HLV ban khoan khi ra
quyét dinh liéu c6 dwa cau ta Ién doi mot hay khong.

Trong mua gidi 2009-2010 Gibson dang trong giai doan ma ching toi c6
nguy co phai doi x bat cong vdi cau ta. Gibson c6 nhitng pham chat vuot troi
hau hét cac tién vé khéc cua t6i, trong dé kha nang 16n nhat la c6 thé ghi ban tw
ngoai vong cam. O United liic d6 chi c6 Scholes c6 thé 1am diéu ndy, nhung cau
ta dang di nhitng budc cudi cua sw nghiép. Vi vay, day la mot quyét dinh rat kho
khan, giong nhuw treong hgp cua Tom Cleverley, ngwoi da & Watford va ghi 11
ban khi choi trén hang tién vé. Cleverley cé thé hinh han ché, déo dai, nhung
diing cdm nhu mot con su t¥, c6 doi chan khéo 1éo va c6 kha nang ghi ban. Mot
ngay no David Gill hai toi, “Nay, anh c6 du tinh gi cho Cleverley trong nam tGi?
Cau ay ghi rat nhiéu ban cho Watford day.” Toi tra 10i, “T6i sé cho anh biét dv
dinh cua t6i, sé mang cau ta vé choi cho MU dé xem liéu han cé ghi ban nhiéu
nhuv khi choi cho Watford khong.”

Liéu Cleverley c6 thé ghi 6 ban thang cho MU hay khong? Chua ting 6 ai
ghi duoc 6 ban khi da tién vé. Michael Carrick cé thanh tich rat an twong ¢ khau
nay, nhung ciing chi dat con s6 5 ban thang. Néu Cleverley c6 thé ghi 6 ban tai
Premier League tir hang tién vé, sé rat dang dé chiing t6i can nhac. V&i moi cau
tha, luon ludn c6 ranh gidi gitta nhitng gi ho c6 thé lam dwgc va nhitng gi ho
khong thé. Cau hoi vé viéc cé-thé-lam-dwge don gian sé la: ho cé thé gitp doi
béng gianh chién thang hay khong? Néu mat tién vé c6 thé ghi 6 ban trong mot
mua, toi c6 thé bé qua mot s6 nhwgc diém cua anh ta!

O tudi 20 hodc 21, cau tht dbi khi “chitng lai” trong qud trinh phat trién.
Néu dén luc d6 van chua duoc lén da ¢ doi mot, ho c6 thé dam ra chan nan.
Trong su nghiép thi dau ctia minh, t6i cling tirng trdi qua nhitng lic nhw vay. Nam
21 tudi, toi da phat ngan tai St Johnstone va suyt chut nita da lam gidy t0 qua
Canada lap nghiép. Khi ay t6i nhw bi v&@ mdng, tw nht rdng béng da khong phu
hgp v6i minh, ring minh ching thé tién xa trong mén thé thao nay! O cap do du
bi cho United, lic nao ching t6i cling phai dwong dau tinh trang khé x@ twong tw
thé. Chuing t6i cho mwgn mot s6 cau tha dang nay, v6i hy vong ho sé choi tot hon
khi quay vé, nhung thwong thi dwa ho dén mét noi c6 cap do phu hgp véi ho vé
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lau vé dai, dé ho cé thé phat trién sy nghiép luén & dé. Chiing t6i tw hao da bo tri
on théa cho 72 cau thu ma t6i dé cap & trén dén thi dau ¢ nhitng noi khac.

Nhitng ngwoi c6 kha nang va dang cap thuc sy sé c6 cach cho HLV biét hay
cam nhan dugc diéu d6. Welbeck chang han. Vao ltic t6i tién ¢t cau ta vao doi
hinh ctia Fabio Capello tai World Cup 2010, toc do cua cau ta chwa tot va van can
tap luyén dé nang cao toc do. O tudi 19 Welbeck van con phat trién va roi cau gip
van dé ¢ dau goi. Téi bdo Welbeck phdi can than khi luyén tap va co giit ban than
dat thé lyc tot nhat dé thi dau. Welbeck dang trén da phat trién chiéu cao va cé
thé cao dén gan 1m90. Tuy thé, day la mot chang trai tuyét voi, day tw tin. Toi
bao, “Mot ngay nao do t6i sé giét cau” béi vi cau ta qua ty man, va Welbeck tra
10, “C6 1€ t6i xitng dang thé.” Tuyét voi! Cau ta c6 cau tra 16i cho moi cau héi.

Mot cha dé luon duge néu ra khi thao ludn vé cac cau tha tré 1a liéu ho co
thé dap &ng nhu cau ctia dong dao khan gia tai san cling nhw sy thiéu kién nhan
cta gidi truyén thong hay khong. Liéu ho c6 mac vira chiéc do United, hay lai
thui chot di béi sirc ép khuing khiép tir bén ngoai? Ching t6i hiéu ré con dwong di
1én cua tirng cau tha tré “cay nha la vieon” & United, tir trung tam huan luyén 1én
do6i hinh dw bi, roi doi hinh chinh thitc. Khi nhitng chang trai nay t6t nghiép trung
tam dao tao tré hodc dugc don 1én tir doi hinh hai, muc dich cia ching toi la phai
nam chac ca kha nang lan tinh khi cua titng ngudi trong s ho.

Nhung thang than ma néi, khi mua cau thu nwéc ngoai, ching toi it biét vé
ho, va du cho c6 diéu tra vé nguon goc cua ho can than bao nhiéu di nita thi doi
khi sttc ép dac biét khi choi cho mot CLB nhw Manchester United ciing nghién
nat va dwa mot vai cai tén nhap khau trd lai qué nha. Trong nam 2009-2010,
ching t6i dé mat dén chang trai 21 tudi Javier Hernandez - biét danh Chicharito
(c6 nghia la “hat dau nhé”) tr Mexico xa x6i. Ching t6i ct mot tuyén trach vién
dén song & Mexico trong mot thang. Thong tin phan hoi cho biét: Hernandez la
nguwoi song chung véi gia dinh, va khong man ma lam vé kha nang roi Mexico ra
nuwdc ngoai thi ddu. Nhitng co s@ ctia ching t6i tai Mexico gitip ching téi nghién
clru “goc gac” cta Chicharito r6 dén ting chi tiét.

Xét trén vai phwong dién thi nhitng ¢6 dong vién cua United that la ky la.
Chang han, khi doi ky hgp dong mua mot cau thu gia 2 triéu bang, thé la mot s6
fan sé xem do6 la mot hgp dong that bai va cho la cau lac bo da ha tiéu chuan.
Gabriel Obertan ndm & mic gia d6. Chang trai nay c6 kha nang dot pha nhanh
nhv chép, nhung khi dén khoang mdt phan ba cu6i san thi déi khi cau ta lai chay
loan cé 1én. Nhiém vu ctia Obertan la phai phoi hgp toc do véi dau 6c dé gay ra
nhitng “ton thwong” nhiéu hon cho déi thu trén mat tran tan cong cia MU.
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Mame Biram Diouf duwgc Ole Gunnar Solskjaer giGi thiéu vi chiing t6i do
cau dy c6 cac moi quan hé v6i Molde ¢ Na Uy. Hannover 96 va Eintracht
Frankfurt cting bat dau quan tam dén Diouf khi MU ngé y dé mat dén cau ay. Vi
vay, ching t6i ¢ Ole va mot quan chitc cau lac b6 dén Molde va mua dugc
Diouf vé&i gia 4 triéu euro. Mot lan nita, cac thong tin lién quan dén ngudn goc
cau thu la chinh xac, du Diouf chwa bao gio tw minh thiét 1ap cac moi lién hé vai
chung toi.

Chung t6i mua Chris Smalling tir Fulham vao thang Giéng nam 2010 dé cau
ta gia nhap doi ngay tir dau mua giai 2010-2011. Mai dén nam 2008, Smalling
van con choi cho Maidstone, mot doi bong nghiép duw, nhung Roy Hodgson lai
danh gia cau ay rat cao tai Fulham. Cau ta lam chuing t6i tiéu ton khoang 10 triéu
bang. Chuing t6i tim dén phuwong an Smalling khi Rio Ferdinand bat dau gap van
dé & lung va cac bo phan khac. Lic nay MU lao vao tim kiém cac trung vé &
khap moi noi. Sau khi quan sat ho trong su6t mua gidi 2009-10, t6i nghi rang
Smalling la mot chang trai tré nhuwng sé triedng thanh cing cép theo thoi gian. Vé
lau vé dai, t6i cé thé hinh dung cdp trung vé ctia MU dugc xdy dyng xung quanh
Chris Smalling va Jonny Evans.

Vi toi, khong bao gio cd cai goi la nghi ngoi, ngay cd trong nhitng giai
doan t6t dep nhat ctia d6i bong. Cang lam viéc lau & cau lac b nay, t6i cang nhin
vé phia trée. Viéc tim kiém va dao tao Itta cau thua ké thira luon la mot nhiém vu
hang ngay cua toi.
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muoi bay

MOT PEM O MOSCOW

Tru’é’c tran chung két Champions League dién ra tai Moscow vao nam 2008,
toi bat dac di la nguwdi nam giir ky luc c6 thé xem la toi té nhat trong cac loat da
luan lwu. T6i da thua hai tran ban két tai Aberdeen, mot tran dau thuéc khuon kho
Cup Cl1 tai Aberdeen, mot tran ddu & FA Cup ngay tai Old Trafford khi gdp
Southampton, mot tran chung két FA Cup gap Arsenal va mot tran ddu khac ciling
thu6c Champions League tai Moscow. Sau that bai va mot chién thang 1a mot boi
canh xui xéo nhiéu hon may man khi Carlos Tévez dat trai bong 1én cham da phat
dé bat dau cho loat ddu sung vGi Chelsea tai qué nha cia Roman Abramovich.

Vi nhitng ki @c do, ban khoé c6 thé trong doi toi cam thay lac quan. Tat ca
nhitng noi that vong truede doé hién dién trong dau t6i khi tran dau kéo dai hét hiép
phu va buéc sang nhitng gio phit dau tién cua ngay hom sau ké tir Iic béong bat
dau lan lac 10g45 phut t6i. Khi Van der Sar chan dwgc cu stt cia Nicolas Anelka
dé gianh cip vé cho chung t6i, t6i tham chi khong thé roi khéi cho ngoi cha
minh, bdi khong thé tin 1a ching t6i da gianh chién thang. T6i ngo6i do bat dong
trong vai phut. Ronaldo van nam trén san khoc 16c vi cau dy da khong thyc hién
thanh cong lwgt da ctia minh.

Hudn luyén vién thi mon cua ching toi da tap hgp tat ca nhitng doan bang
phan tich ma ching t6i c6 thé can tdi, va chiéu chung 1én mot man hinh dé chi
cho Van der Sar thdy moéi cau thu Chelsea c6 thé stt vao goc nao. Trong nhiéu
ngay ching to6i da thao luan thi tyy ma cac cau tha sé thue hién loat da luan lwu.
Két qua la trong trdn dau dé moi nguwdi déu sut thanh cong, triv Ronaldo, ngwoi da
ghi cac ban thang trén cham phat dén sudt ca mua giai! Cu sut cia Giggs la tot
nhat, bong bay nhanh va thap, hwéng vé goc khung thanh. Hargreaves thi thuc
hién cu st vao goc cao. Nani da gap may vi 1€ ra thi mon Chelsea da c6 thé chan
dwgc cu sut cta cau dy va tham chi da cham tay vao bong. Cu st caa Carrick di
thang vao vi tri cda thit moén. Riéng C.Ronaldo da do dy va bi thi mon can pha
thanh cong.
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O lugt siit thit 5, John Terry chi can dwa béng vao lwéi 1a ¢ thé mang lai
chién thang cho Chelsea. Vao thoi khac dé, toi ditng yén va binh tinh, chi nghi,
“Minh sé noi gi vdi cac cau tha?” To6i biét minh phai can than trong 15i néi khi
gap that bai. That khong cong bang khi mo xé ho sau tran chung két, toi ty noéi
vGi ban than, béi vi ho da thi dau rat vat va dé co6 thé dén dugc day, va day la
nhitng khoanh khac v6 cung xic cam doi v4i nhitng ngwdi da chién dau hét minh
trong tran dau. Khi Terry khong thanh cong & lugt da thit 5 cia Chelsea va hai
doi budc vao nhitng Iwgt da 11m loai trye ti€ép, sw lac quan trd lai véi téi. Ca st
cta Anderson, lwot da dau tién & giai doan sinh t¥, da khién nhitng c6 dong vién
cta chiing t6i phai bat day bai vi cau ay chay vé phia ho dé an mung, tir d6 khong
khi phan chén trd lai v6i ho. Nhitng cud sut dwgc thyc hién ¢ phia khung thanh
chung t6i, diéu nay ciling la mot 1gi thé.

bay khong hé la mot tran chung két Champions League binh thwong. Gio
giac la nét “doc va la” dau tién, theo do tran dau sé bat dau luc... 10g45 t6i. To6i
cling lu6n nhé rang mwa da lam t6i w6t nhep va lam hong doi giay cua t6i, vi vay
toi da phai tham dy budi tiéc mirng chién thang v&i mot doéi giay thé thao. Vi diéu
nay ma t6i da nhan dugc rat nhiéu 161 tréu choc tir cac cau thu. Toi biét 1é ra minh
nén thua san mot doi giay du phong. Khi ng6i xuong dung buffet thi da hon 4 gio
sang! Thitc an d& té nhung cac cau thu da danh tang Giggs mot mén qua tuyét
voi dé ky niém ngay cau ta vugt qua ky luc ciia Bobby Charlton vé so6 lan khoac
do cau lac bo. D6 la tran dau thit 759 cta Giggs. Trén san khau tit ca chiing t6i
hat vang tén cua cau ay.

Tran dau ban than n6 la mét man trinh dién hoanh trang ma tai d6 chung t6i
da c6 nhitng thé hién tuyét voi nhat. T6i nghi Wes Brown da c6 mdt trong nhitng
tran dau t6t nhat cho United va da kién tao ban thang md ty s6 cua Ronaldo tir
mot cud tat xudt sac.

Trong tran ban két ctia Chelsea, Michael Essien choi hau vé canh phai, va
sau khi xem doi hinh cia Avram Grant t6i da quyét dinh Ronaldo sé choi & vi tri
tién vé trai dé gay ra khé khan cho Essien, nguyén la mot tién vé chit khong phai
hau vé biéen!

Trong ban thang cta ching t6i, Ronaldo da nhdy cao hon Essien, nhu thé rd
rang phwong an noi trén da phat huy tac dung. Khi mot cau tha nguyén la tién vé
choi & vi tri hau vé canh phai, va d6i mat véi mot cau tha tan cong xuat sac nhw
Ronaldo, anh ta sé gdp van dé 16n: Ronaldo da hanh Essien ra ba. Viéc chuyén
Ronaldo sang canh trdi mé ra co hoi cho mot cau tha khac choi & canh phai. Toi
da chon Hargreaves, mot cau thi nhanh nhen, day nang Iwgng va c6 thé tat bong
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t6t. Cau ta da hoan thanh t6t vai tro ctia minh. O gifta khu trung tuyén ching t6i
c6 Scholes va Carrick, mdc du Scholes da bi thay ra v6i mot cai miii be bét mau,
hoi thé cta cau dy bat dau bi nghet lai. Giggs vao thé cho Scholes va da choi hét
stc thanh cong.

Mac du bi bat ngd bgi van héa & Moscow va van dé khach san, sy chuan bi
cta ching t6i van sudn sé. Trong tran ban két ching t6i da danh bai Barcelona:
hoa 0-0 trén san Camp Nou va thang tran lwgt vé bang ban thang duy nhat ¢ san
Old Trafford. Ban thang ctia Scholes that tuyét diéu, mot cu sit sam sét dién hinh
& Scholes tir khoang cach gan 23 mét. Trong 20 phit dau tai Camp Nou chiing to6i
da choi tot, khi dé ching t6i da choi tan cong, stut bong cham cot va mat mot qua
phat dén. Khi Barca nam duwgc thé tran, ching t6i cht dong lui vé bao vé khung
thanh. Lé ra ching t6i cling phai thyc hién diéu twong tu trong cac tran chung két
nam 2009 va nam 2011, néu nhuv t6i khong khang khang phdi thang nhitng tran
dau do theo cach cua ching toi!

Ban c6 thé goi do la chién thuat ngdy tho néu ban muén, nhung t6i khong
dong y. Chung t6i dang ¢ gang cung co triét 1y chién thdng bdng cdch phu hop.
Suy nghi cua toi vé hai tran ban két d6 la ching t6i da chiu dung va trai qua
nhitng khoanh khac thét tim. Chang t6i phai lui doi hinh vé sat mép ving cam
dia, hodc lui ca vé trong khu vy do, no lwc dé thoat ra. Tai Old Trafford, trong
nhitng trdn dau ngang tai ngang sitc, vdi chién thuat vira néu ching t6i 1€ ra con
thang dam hon vé6i nhitng pha phan céng hiéu qua. Nhung trong tran ban két lugt
vé nam do6, khi Thierry Henry vao san trong 15 phut cudi tran, Barca thuc sy da
bao vay ching t6i trong ving cam dia ctia United. T6i lo lang ghé gém & ngoai
san, lién tuc nhin vao dong ho trén tay minh. Sau nay t6i goi tran dau hom do la
vi du tuyét voi nhat cho thay cac c6 dong vién luon dirng sau cac cau thi. Moi cu
pha béng cua chung t6i ra khoi ving cam dia déu dwgce khan gia vo tay tan
thwong, mot diéu khong thwong xay ra. Henry 16 mot pha bong. Ching t6i da thé
hién mgt pham chat tuyét voi. Ca doi hitng chiu ap luwc khung khiép va luon duy
tri dwgc sy tap trung.

Sau tran dau to6i da phat biéu, “Ho khong thé 1a nhitng bong hoa violet rim
r6 ¢ day. Ho phai la nhitng nguoi dan ong, va ho da la nhitng ngudi dan 6ng trong
bubi t6i hom do.”

Trd lai tran ddu & Moscow nam 2008, chiing t6i ludn tin vao kha nang c6 thé
mang thém mot chiéc cip Champions League vé dat bén canh hai chiéc cup da
gianh dugc vao nam 1968 va nam 1999, mién la ching t6i nhanh chéng kiém soat
dwgc bong, diéu ching t6i lam ngay tir dau tran dau. Tran dau cé rat nhiéu pha
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tan cong, nhitng tinh huéng day sang tao va lé ra ching t6i da c6 thé vugt 1én dan
trwdc ba hay bon ban. T6i da bat dau nghi day sé la mot tran dau hay diét cta
Manchester United.

Tuy vay, cac ban thang c6 thé nhanh chéng thay doéi cuc dién tran dau, va
Chelsea da gap may man trudc gio nghi, Frank Lampard ghi ban g& hoa, dwa tran
ddu trd lai vach xuat phat. Chelsea choi hwng phan hon tir thoi diém doé va la doi
thi dau tot hon trong 25 phut dau hiép hai. R6i Drogba sit bong déi cot! Do la
dau hiéu khién t6i phai nhanh chéng nghi ra cach lam thé nao dé gianh lai thé
tran. Toi duwa Rooney dat ra canh phdi va kéo Hargreaves sau vao vi tri trung tam,
su thay doi nay da khién ching t6i chiém lai dugc thé tran. Vé cudi tran, téi cam
thay chiing t6i m&i la bén da tot hon!

Roi vao nhitng gidy phtit cang thang dén thét tim ¢ mic do cao nhat, ban sé
khong bao gio dé y nhiéu dén khung canh xung quanh, khong bao gid chac chan
dwgc liéu khong khi cda tran bong c6 hdp dan hay khong. Nhwng moi ngudai déu
cam thdy tran dau nay la m6t ma trinh dién tuyét voi, mot trong nhitn tran chung
két Champions League hdp dan nhat tir trede t6i gio. That vui swéng khi tra
thanh mot phan trong v& dién ma tai d6 giai Ngoai hang Anh dwgc ton vinh nhw
vay. T6i da phdi rat biét on Edwin Van der Sar bdi sw thong minh trong ct can
pha cta cau ay. Khi Anelka buéc vé cham da phat t6i tham nghi, “Edwin, hdy do
nguwoi vé phia bén trai!”. Trong hai cu sut triedc d6, mot cu sit héng cta Terry va
mot thanh ban ctia Kalou, Edwin déu da d6 ngudi vé phia bén phai. Vi vay khi
Anelka buéc 1én chdm da phat, c6 thé cau ta sé ty van, “Khong biét lan nay han
sé lao vé phia bén trai hay bén phai?” Pung vay, cd sut cia Anelka khong tét,
nhung Edwin da chon ding hwéng dé do ngudi - vé bén phai!

HLV Avram Grant cia Chelsea la nguoi tot. Toi luon lo so rang ong dy sé
khong di manh mé dé huan luyén nhom cau thi Chelsea d6. Hanh vi cta ho
trong tran chung két that kinh khing, ho cong kich trong tai trén dwong vao
phong thay do. Ca mot doi Chelsea cung nhau di ra, ho khong di ra titng nguoi
mot. Trong tai da thic giuc ho di t6i, nhung ho phét 10 6ng dy. Vao thoi gian nghi
gitta hiép ho da thr moi chiéu tro c6 trong sach va. Diéu dé cé thé da tac dong
dén trong tai khi Drogba bi du6i ra khoi san.

Thé doé cho Drogba dén sau mot tinh huong va cham véi Carlos Tévez, Vidic
ciing da lao 1én dé ho trg dong d6i cia minh. Sy cang thang dang cao khi Drogba
gio tay danh vao mdt Vida. Khi ban dwa tay lén, ban khong c6 co hoi nao nita.
T6i cho la trong tai chinh da hoi trong tai bién xem ai la tha pham trong vu gay
g0 do. Va thé 1a Drogba bi dudi khoi san, nhung dé khong phai la budc ngoat cta
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tran dau, vi khi d6 MU da gianh lai quyén kiém soat thé tran réi. Giggs da c6 mot
ct sit bi pha ra ngay trén vach vo6i. Chung t6i tao ra nhiéu co hdi trong hiép phu
va lé ra da thang ho ngay trong khoang thdi gian do. Chelsea, theo quan diém ctia
t0i, choi cau hoa va danh cugc vao chién thang & loat sut luan lvu may rui.

Madc du bi dudi khéi san vao dém do, Drogba lu6n luon la mot cau thu kho
chiu doi véi ching t6i. Cau ta manh khoe, cao 16n, nhung diéu dwoc téi danh gia
cao nhat la kha nang ghi dugc nhitng ban thang dep mat tir khoang cach tam 25-
30 mét. Toi rat ngac nhién khi cau dy vang mat trong doi hinh xuat phat & mot
tran dau gap chung t6i vao giai doan cudi cing ma HLV Carlo Ancelotti con dan
dat Chelsea. Torres ra san tir dau, nhung sau dé6 Drogba da vao san thay nguoi,
roi ghi ban va gitip Chelsea tré lai tran dau.

Trong doi hinh d6 ctia Chelsea, doi hinh ma ching t6i da gap rat nhiéu kho
khan khi d6i dau véi ho, thi mon Petr Cech 1a mot cau tha néi bat. T6i 1€ ra da
nén ki hgp déng vdi cau ta vao tudi 19, khi t6i c6 co hoi. Nhung cudi cung thi
Chelsea da mang Cech vé Stamford Bridge vao mua hé nam dé véi gia 8 triéu
bang.

John Terry lu6n ludn la cau thu c6 tam anh hwdng & Chelsea. Ashley Cole
lubn tiép nang lwong dé ho xong lén vé phia truedc. Frank Lampard thé hién sy
dang tin cay dang kinh ngac va vitng vang trén khap san bong. Vao thai dinh cao
phong dg, Lampard c6 hoi xao lang nhiém vu phong thu, nhwng van luén hoat
dong rong trén san va hiém khi vang mat mét tran nao. Cung vdi Drogba, nhitng
cau thu Chelsea vira néu la b khung, 1a nam ngdi sao trung tdm cua doi béng. Ho
cling hién dién manh mé trong phong thay do.

Trwdc tran dau chung két, t6i khong hé nghi la Chelsea chiu 4p lwc nhiéu
hon chiing t6i vi n6 dién ra tai Moscow ctia Abramovich, mac du ding la hom dé
ong ta hién dién trén khan dai, nhin xuéng khoan dau tv khong 16 cia minh!
Ngay khi trdn dau dién ra, t6i cling khong cho d6 1a mot van dé. Van dé an ninh
m&i la mo6i quan tam chinh cda t6i. Moscow la thanh pho cia nhitng diéu bi an vi
dai. T6i da doc nhitng cudén sach vé Cach mang Nga va Stalin... Chiing t6i mang
theo hai dau bép di cung, va thitc an rat ngon, khong giong nhw & Rome, khi ay
thitc an la mot tro dua, mot diéu ho then...

Ronaldo da c6 mot mua gidi thanh cong trong chién dich gianh chitc vo dich
Champions League nam dé. Bon muoi hai ban thang cho mot tién vé canh! Trong
mot so tran cau ay choi & vi tri tién dao trung tam, nhung Ronaldo vé co ban la
mot nguwdi chai dat bién trong hé thong cua ching t6i. Trung binh moi tran dau
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cau dy ty tao ra ba co hdi lam ban cho riéng minh. T6i da xem Ronaldo thi dau
mot dém no & Real Madrid va cdu ay c6 khodng 40 cu st tring khung thanh!

Trén hét, tran chung két & Moscow la mot sy giai thoat, vi toi luén ndi rang
Manchester United phai gianh dwoc nhiéu thanh tich hon & chau Au. D6 1a chién
thang tai Champions League lan thit ba cta ching t6i, giup MU tién gan hon t6i
con s6 nam chitc vo dich cia Liverpool. T6i luén cam thdy ching t6i sé sém can
bang con so cta Liverpool, ngay cé sau hai that bai & chung két truéc Barcelona
vao nam 2009 va nam 2011, b&i MU da gianh thém dugc sy ton trong ¢ chau Au.
Chi can mot lan thang trong hai tran chung két vGi Barcelona, chiing toi sé c6 bon
chitc v6 dich, bang vdi Bayern Munich & thoi diém do, va Ajax.

Trong khoanh khac chién thang ching t6i khong tim thdy riwgu sam banh &
san van dong Luzhniki. Vi khong c6 rwogu that, nén chung téi c nhan vien di
mua mdt so loai thitc uéng c6 con. Co troi méi biét né la gi. “T6i tham chi khong
thé moi 6ng maét ly sam banh,” t6i xin 16i Andy Roxburgh Iic 6ng ta vao phong
thay do dé chiic mirng chiing t6i. Bat ké trong nhitng cai chai dé la thit gi, ching
toi ct lac ching lén va cho phun tung tée. C6 rat nhiéu chuyén buon cuwoi va bay
ba, cac cau tha tréu dua lan nhau. Ban thay hai long va ty hao vé cac cau thu cua
minh. T6i da bi w6t sling vi con mwa, va phai thay dé thé thao. Chang ai nhin
thdy Abramovich lic d6, va to6i khong nhé 1a c6 bét ct cau thu Chelsea nao vao
phong thay do6 cua chung toi.

Tran chung két nam 1999 tai Barcelona, khi chiing t6i danh bai Bayern
Munich, dién ra ding vao ngay sinh nhat ctia Sir Matt Busby (1909-1994). Dai
khi ban hy vong Chtia sé & bén ban, hodc duwong nhw 6ng lao Matt dang cham chu
doi theo doi bong tu trén thién duong. Toi khong phai 1a ngwoi hay tin vao nhitng
su trung hop, nhung c6 mot thit goi la dinh ménh, va toi ty héi liéu diéu do co
dong gop gi khong vao ca hai chién thang cia chiing t6i & Champions League.
Khi xwa, Matt dd mang cau lac bo ctia ching t6i dén chau Au khi béng d4 Anh
kién quyét chong lai diéu do6. Thoi gian da chitng minh Matt hoan toan ding dan
khi béng d4 Anh da c6 nhitng dém chién thing & chau Au...

Khi da s& hitu mot thanh cong vang doi, ban luén nén mua cac cau thu vé dé
lam méi doi hinh va tranh dugc sy tri tré. Vai tuan sau chién thang & Moscow
chiing t6i da bdé sung Dimitar Berbatov vao doi hinh. Thyc ra thi Berbatov da &
trong danh sach cac muc tiéu chuyén nhwgng cua ching t6i trede khi cau ay
chuyén dén Spurs. Berbatov s& hitu nhiéu tai nang: kha nang thang bang tot, diém
tinh trong xtr ly bong va cé thanh tich ghi ban an twong, hon nita lai con tré, cao
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va khée manh. T6i cam thdy chuing t6i can thém mot chit diém tinh va chac chan
& khu viec mot phan ba cudi san - khu viee tan cong.

Nhung diéu d6 da vo vun vi Chu tich Tottenham - 6ng Daniel Levy - ngwoi
khién ching t6i sau nay chang bao gio mudn lién hé mua cau tha tir Spurs nita!
bay la thwong vu th hai sau lan ching t6i mua Michael Carrick, va né c& nhw
thé ching t6i bay lén... sao Bac Pau: moi nguwoi déu cam thay chéng hét ca mat.
Ban khong thé ban téi ca hai mat cia mot van dé vdi Daniel. D6 don thuan chi la
van dé cta Levy va Tottenham, va diéu dé ciing chang c6 gi té néu xét tir quan
diém cua cau lac b cda 6ng ta.
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muoi tam

TAM LY

Béu tién, ban phai n6i ho nghe sy that. Chang c6 gi sai trai khi néi v6i mot
cau thu dang danh mat phong do nhitng sy that cay dang vé phong do cta cau ta.
Va diéu ma toi no6i vGi bat ci cau thi nao dang danh mat di sw tu tin la: ching toi
la Manchester United, ching t6i don gian khong cho phép minh roi xuéng cung
dang cap vdi cac doi bong khac.

Khi can thiét phai doi mat véi mot cau tha thi dau dwdi mic ky vong cua
chiing t6i, t6i 1€ ra c6 thé noi, “Phong do cua cau, dé la mot dong rac.” Nhung
sau do6 t6i noi thém, “... doi véi mot cau thu c6 kha nang nhuw cau.” Cau néi do
gitup ho ditng 1én trd lai sau su chi trich ban dau. Can phé binh nhwng ciling can cé
ca dong vién, “Tai sao cau choi té nhu vay? Cau co thé choi hay hon thé kia ma!”

Nhitng 16i tan dwong khong ngét lu6n mang dang vé gia tao. Ai cling thay
diéu d6. Mot yéu to trong tam trong moi quan hé huan luyén vién - cau thu la ban
phai khién ho chiu trach nhiém vé nhitng hanh dong, nhitng sai lam, vé phong do
cta chinh ho, va cu6i ctung la két qua ho tao ra. N6i gi thi ndi, bong da hwéng dén
két qua. Doi Iic mot chién thang kém thuyét phuc van cé y nghia vgi doi bong
hon la mot tran tan sat doi tha sau ban khong gd, trong d6 c6 ban thang ghi dugc
sau 25 duwong chuyeén lién tuc! Diém mau chot ludn luén 1a Manchester United
phai chién thang. Van héa chién thang dé chi c6 thé dugc duy tri néu tdi - huan
luyén vién trudng cua MU - ludn trung thye khi néi véi mot cau thu diéu toi nghi
vé man trinh dién cda cau ta. Tat nhién, d6i khi t6i nong nay va tham chi la hung
han. T6i sé néi véi mot cau tha nhitng gi ma cau lac bo doi héi & cau ta.

To6i titng no6i vGi cac huan luyén vién tré: dirng tim kiém sy doi dau. Bung di
tim nd, bdi vi sém mudn ban sé gap né thdi! Néu ban muén mot cudc chién, cau
tha bi dat vao thé phan cong, va diéu nay tao cho ho lgi thé. Khi Martin Buchan,
cuiru cau thu cta Aberdeen va MU, cyu tha quan doi tuyén Scotland dén tiép quan
CLB Burnley, 6ng ta da ddm vao mat tay doi truéng & do ngay trong ngay thw
Bay dau tién. “Do6 la mét khai dau tot, Martin,” t6i n6i vGi ong ta nhw vay.
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Martin Buchan la mot nguwdi rat ky luat. Trong nhitng ngay con thi dau, 6ng
ay da chuyén tdi Oldham va nhan dwgc 40.000 bang phi chuyén nhwgng, do la
mot khodan tién rat 16n lic d6. Chat vat vi phong do kém, Martin da tra lai 40.000
béng cho ban lanh dao. Ong khong cho phép minh gitt nhitng dong tién ma dng
cam thdy minh khong kiém dwgc. Thi twdng twgng xem viéc dé cé thé xay ra
ngay nay hay khong!

No6i chung, xuyén sudt sw nghiép cta t6i, nguwoi ta thwong cho rang téi da
qua thanh thuc nhitng chién lwge ctia Machiavelli. Thyc té thi t6i khong hé c6 y
dinh nam vi*tng nhitng nghé thuat den t6i do, tuy ding la t6i titng ap dung mot vai
tiéu xdo vat vanh. Viéc noéi rang ching t6i luén két thic mua giai bang nhitng
budc chay than téc va y chi quyét tam cao hon c6 thé dwge xem la mot tro tam ly
chién, va t6i rat thich tha khi thady HLV Chelsea, Carlo Ancelotti, hiéu dugc diéu
nay hoéi mua dong nam 2009. Dé nhai 10i t6i, 6ng ta no6i, “Alex noi rang United
lu6n manh hon trong nira sau mua giai, nhwng ching t6i cling thé.”

T6i lam diéu nay hang nam, t6i luén luén néi, “Hay chd dén niva sau mua
giai.” Va cach néi d6 ludn c6 tac dung. Y nghi d6 len 16i vao tam tri cta cc cau
tha MU, dong thoi tré thanh noi lo s¢ cho déi phwong. Nira cuéi mua giai, United
luén xuat hién nhw mét thé lyc tiéu diét va tan pha, nhw anh Itta dia nguc trong
mat ho. Piéu nay ciing giong nhw mot 161 tién tri ty than n6 trd thanh hién thyec.

GO gob tay lén dong ho 1a mot chiéu tam ly khac. Toi khong theo doi thoi
gian trong cac trdn dau. Toi chi liéc nhin dong ho, nhung rat kho dé biét duwgc
thoi gian dugc cong thém la bao lau dé c6 thé c6 dwgce cam giac chinh xac khi
nao tran dau két thic. Con bi mat la & day: chuyén t6i go 1én dong ho anh hudng
1én d6i phwong chit khong phdi d6i cda t6i. Nhin thdy t6i go go 1én dong ho va
dwa ra cac ctt chi, cau thu doi phwong sé sg hadi. Ho ngay lap tirc nghi rang sé c6
10 phit dwge cong thém, ma ai chang biét United c6 s& treong ghi nhitng ban
thang mudn. Khi thay t6i chi vao dong hé cia minh, cac doi thu sé cam thay ho
sé phai phong thu trwdc ching t6i trong mot khoang thoi gian ma déi véi ho
duong nhw vo tan...

Doi tha, khi d6, sé cam thay bi vay ham. Ho biét MU khong bao gio dau
hang va la chuyén gia trong nhitng phtt cudi tran. Clive Tyldesley da néi diéu dé
khi binh luén trén kénh ITV tran chung két Champions League nam 1999, vao lic
bat dau tinh thoi gian bu gid: “United luén luon ghi ban vao lic nay”. Loi binh
nay c6 thé so sanh vgi cau néi ctia Kenneth Wolstenholme trong tran chung két
World Cup nam 1966, dé 1a mot don tam 1y chién.
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Ciing c6 thé van dung tam ly dé kiém soat cac cau tht. Vi mot hanh vi sai
trdi ban c6 thé thady dugc gi do trong mat ho trong mot khoanh khac. Ban da tirng
trai qua thoi tré, vi vay hay dat minh vao vi tri ctia ho. Ban pham sai lam, ban cho
doi bi tring phat, ban nghi “Ong ay sé& néi gi?” hay “Ba minh sé& néi gi day?”
Muc tiéu la tao ra tdc dong l6n nhat c6 thé. Chuyén gi da gdy anh hwdng sau sac
nhat t&i toi khi toi con tré?

Loi thé cia mot hudn luyén vién trwdng la 6ng ta biét cau thu nao cling
muon dwgc choi bong. Co ban ma noéi thi tat ca bon ho déu muoén duwgc thi dau,
nén khi ban cwdp di niém vui do, ban nhuw dang 14y di cudc song ctia ho vay. Diéu
nay tré thanh mat vii khi t6i thwgng cia ngwoi HLV, la sttc manh cao cap nhat ma
ong ta tuy nghi st dung.

Trong vu viéc véi Frank McGarvey tai St Mirren, t6i da kién quyét no6i voi
cau ta, “Cau sé khong bao gio duwgc thi ddu nita.” Cau ta tin diéu do, trong sudt ba
tuan lién. Frank cu6i cing da nai ni t6i cho cau ay mét co hdi. Trong dau cau Ay,
tat ca quyen lyc déu thudc vé toi. Sv ty do ctia ban hgp dong khong phai la thuc
té khi do.

Nguoi ta khong ngirng néi vé nhitng tro tam ly cta t6i. Moi khi t6i c6 mot
10i phat biéu nao do, hang ta nha phan tich sé tim xem c6 an y nao khong, trong
khi c& 98 phan tram nhitng diéu t6i néi chang c6 ham y gi ca. Nhung ap luwc tam
1y Iudn cé vi tri ctia né. Tham chi ca sy mé tin cling thé, vi moi ngudi déu c6 maot
sir mé tin nao do.

Mot nguwoi phu nit néi vai t6i tai cudc dua & Haydock vao mot ngay nam
2010, “To6i thay ong trén truyén hinh va tréng 6ng c6 vé rat nghiém tic, nhung &
day ong lai cudi noi va rat thoai mai.”

T6i néi véi cd dy, “A, c6 khong muén t6i nghiém tiic trong cong viéc w?
Cong viéc cua toi doi héi sy tap trung. Moi thit téi suy nghi la lam sao dé c6 lgi
cho cac cau tha. To6i khong thé pham sai lam. (Khi hudn luyén) Toi khong ghi
chu, t6i khong tin vao cac doan video lam bang chitng, va t6i phai dung. D6 la
mot cong viéc rat cang thang va to6i khong mudn pham phdi sai lam.”

T6i da ting pham nhiéu sai lam, di nhién. Trong trdn ban két Champions
League gap Borussia Dortmund, to6i cit nghi rang Peter Schmeichel da pham sai
lam trong ban thua. Khi d6 t6i khong deo kinh trong cac tran dau. Peter noéi, “Trai
béng bi doi hwéng.”

“Me kiép, doi hwdng cai quai gi,” toi hét 16n. “Chang c6 déi hudng nao

»
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Khi t6i xem doan bang quay lai sau do, toi m@i nhan ra ding la bong da bi
doi huéng ghé gdm khién Schmeichel khong thé lam gi hon. Vi vay sau dé toi
bat dau deo kinh t&i cac tran dau. T6i khong thé pham phéi nhitng sai lam khién
toi phai boi r6i nhw vay nita. Néu ban hoi mot hau vé, “Tai sao cau co ging bay
viét vi cdu ta?” va cau tra 10i 1a, “Pau co, t6i dau c6 dinh bay viét vi trong tinh
huéng doé,” ban can phai chac chan vé 10i khang dinh ctia minh.

That vo nghia néu dé cho cac cau thu c6 co hoi dé dang néi véi nhau “Huan
luyén vién sai r6i”. Néu ho mat niém tin vao kién thitc cia ban, ho sé mat niém
tin vao chinh ban. Ban phai lu6n hiéu diéu nay ¢ mic d6 cao nhat, phai chinh xac
trong nhitng diéu ban n6i v4i cac cau thu. Cling nén té ra hai hudc nita. Moi thi
khong nhat thiét phai hwéng dén viéc tim ra sy that. Mot diéu ma ching t6i hay
thye hién 1a c¢6 gang doan xem ddi hinh ra san cua doéi phwong nhu thé nao. Mot
dém no toi da hét sitc tw tin dw doan xem cau thu nao cta doi phwong sé c6 mat
trong doi hinh xudt phat. Khi doi doi phwong bwdc ra san (dé 1a mot tran dau &
Champions League), René thong bao, “Huan luyén vién, ho da thyc hién sau sy
thay doi trong doi hinh.”

T6i chét citng, nhung sau d6 nhan ra co hoi xoay chuyén tinh thé: sy gian dir
sé giup t6i thoat khoi su 16 bich nay. “Thay khong?” t6i hét vao mat cac cau thu.
“Ho xem thuong ching ta, ho dwa doi hinh dy bi ra kia!”

Mot kinh nghiém trwée do la khi thi ddu véi Coventry & Cup FA tai Old
Trafford, sau khi chiing t6i danh bai Man City ¢ vong ba. Tuan trudc do, téi da
xem Coventry thi dau vGi Shefffield Wednesday, va qua that Coventry da choi rat
kém. Archie Knox va t6i 14i xe vé nha ma khong hé quan tam gi nita. Sau do, thw
doan xem chuyén gi da xay ra? Coventry da choi xudt sac tridc chiing t6i tai Old
Trafford. Cac doi khach khi dén choi tai san cta ching t6i thwong tré nén hét sic
khac biét so vGi chinh ho; chién thuat khac, dong lwc khac; moi thit déu khac...
Twr nhitng bai hoc tir sém do, t6i ludn hoc cach chuan bi cho nhitng tran dau trén
san nha vadi tinh than sé gap doi hinh t6t nhat, nhitng chién thuat t6t nhat, phong
do tot nhat cia doi phuwong, chuan bi lam sao dé ho khong thé hién dwgc nhitng
diéu dé trong tran dau.

Nhitng doi bong gioi ludn ludn tdi san Old Trafford va tim cach lam ching
toi so hai: dac biét la Arsenal; Chelsea - & mot mitc do nao do, va Liverpool -
luon luon nhw thé. City, khi triéu dai cda Sheikh Mansour bat dau, cling téi day
véi mot quyét tam cao hon han. Ngoai ra con phai ké dén cac cau lac bo dugc
huén luyén béi nhitng cuyu cau thu Manchester United, ho cling rat quyét tam khi
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dén Old Trafford, mot vi du la Sunderland cua Steve Bruce, doi bong khong hé té
ra boi roi trén san cua chung toi.

Qua trinh lam viéc lau dai cua t6i cho phép t6i sau nay mién nhiém véi
nhitng tiéng huyt sdo va nhitng suy doan thwong sé vay xung quanh nhitng huan
luyén vién sau ba tran that bai lién tiép. Thanh cong gitp t6i chong lai sy két toi
ctia gidi truyén thong. Ban c6 thé thidy diéu d6 & cac cau lac bé khac nhung
khong phai vdi t6i. Biéu d6 cho to6i sttc manh trong phong thay do, réi nhitng lgi
ich nay tw dong dugc chuyén sang cac cau thu. Huan luyén vién khong bi dudi thi
cac cau thu ciing vay. Cac huan luyén vién khac va nhan vién ho trg sé khong
phai ra di vi hudn luyén vién truéng sé & lai. O day ching tdi c6 sy 6n dinh, tinh
tiép noi, nhitng tht vé cung hiém thay trong béong da hién dai. Khi 1am vao mot
giai doan thi dau kém hay t6i t, MU khong sg hai. Ching t6i han nhién khéng
thich thu diéu nay, nhung ching toi khong so hai.

Toi cling thich tha véi y nghi rang ching t6i y thitc dwgc tinh than cua tro
choi nay - bong da. Vao mot budi t6i tir hoi nhitng nam 1990 Johan Cruyff néi
v&i toi, “Anh s& khong bao gid gianh dwgc cip chau Au.”

“Tai sao?”

“V1 anh khong choi bai ltra va anh khong mua cac trong tai.”

Tbi bén néi véi ong ta, “A néu d6 1a két cuc cta t6i, tdi sé nhan 14y n6.”

MGt chit cing ran rat can trong béng da chuyén nghiép va t6i da hoc dugc
diéu do tir rat sém. Chang han nhuw cau chuyén véi Dave Mackay - toi tirng doi
dau véi ong ta khi to6i mdi 16 tudi. Vao thoi diém do téi choi cho Queen’s Park va
choi & doi dw bi. Dave vira trd lai sau mot chan thwong gy ngén chan va cling
phéi da cho doi du bi ctia Hearts, CLB dang c6 mot doi hinh manh trong thoi ky
do.

Toi choi ¢ vi tri trung phong con ong ta choi ¢ canh phdi. To6i nhin ong ta:
mot nguwdi to 16n, khudn ngwc vam vo. Ngay trong lan dau tién t6i nhan bong,
Dave da don t6i thang canh - ma dé chi la mot tran dau gitta cac doi hinh du bi
thoi nhé!

“Khong thé chap nhan thit nay!” toi ty nha.

Va thé la trong pha bong ké tiép ma chung t6i cham tran nhau, t6i da tong
thang vao ong ta.

Dave nhin t6i lanh lung va néi, “Cau c6 mudn choi hét tran nay khong?”

“Luc nay chinh anh da choi t6i,” t6i lap bap.
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“Da¢ la toi tac bong,” Dave néi. “Chit néu t6i choi xau cau, cau sé biét ngay
th6i.”

Tbi so dng ta sau vu dé. Ma t6i chua sg ai bao gio. Ong ta c6 khi chat dang
kinh ngac. Mot cau tha huyén thoai. T6i c6 mét bitrc anh trong phong, chup canh
ong ta dang tum c6 Billy Bremner. M0t ngay no to6i da liéu linh hdi Dave véi thai
do kha xac, “Anh thyc sy danh thang duwgc cau ta a?” To6i da c6 mat tai Hampden
Park khi ho chon ra doi hinh xuat sac nhat moi thoi dai cua Scotland va tén ctua
Dave khong c6 trong danh sach d6. Moi nguwdi déu cam thay soc.

T6i c6 thé cong khai phé binh doi bong, nhung t6i khong bao gio co thé
khién trach mdt ca nhan sau tran dau tredc gidi truyén thong. Nhitng nguwdi ung
ho doi bong c6 quyén dwgc biét khi nao t6i khong vui v6i man trinh dién cua doi
nha. Nhung khong phai déi véi mdt ca nhan. Phong cach nay tdi hoc titr Jock
Stein; t6i lu6n hoi 6ng ta vé moi thit. Tai Celtic, Jock luén khiém nhuwong, nhiéu
khi quéa khiém nhwong dén mitc lam t6i bwc minh. Khi t6i hoi vé Jimmy
Johnstone hay Bobby Murdoch, t6i nghi Jock sé khen nggi kha nang chon doi
hinh hay duwa ra cac chién thuat ctia minh, nhwng 6ng ta chi noi, “0, Jimmy nho
bé c6 phong dd rat t6t hom nay.” Ong ta ching bao gid ca nggi ban than minh.
Téi wéc gi c6 mdt 1an Jock tuyén bo, “A, toi da quyét dinh sé choi véi doi hinh 4-
3-3 hom nay va né da hiéu qua.” Nhung ong dy qua khiém ton nén chang thé noi
1én diéu do.

Jock da bé 18 mdt chuyén du dau cta Celtic t6i My sau mot vu tong xe. Sean
Fallon thay 6ng dan doi di, va 6ng nay da dudi ba cau tha vé nha vi 16i cw x@
khong phu hgp. “Khong, néu la to6i, toi sé khong lam nhw vay, va t6i cling da néi
vdi Sean nhuw vay,” Jock ké v@i t6i khi t6i hoi liéu 6ng ta sé xtir ly chuyén dé thé
nao. “Khi anh lam nhuw vay anh sé tao ra rat nhiéu ké thu.”

“Nhung nhitng ngudi tng ho sé hiéu,” téi cai lai.

“Quén nhitng nguwdi tang ho di,” Jock noi. “Nhitng cau tht nay cling cé cac
ba me. Anh c6 nghi c6 ngudi me nao nghi con ctia ho xau xa khéng? Roi con vg
cua ho, anh em cua ho, cha ctia ho, ban bé ctia ho nira, anh sé khién tat ca tic
gian.” Ong ay néi thém, “Hay giai quyét moi bat dong trong van phong, dirng béi
thém chuyén ra...”

Dbai khi da lanh ciing hiéu qua nhuw ngon Itta vay. Khi Nani bi dudi khoi san
trong mot tran dau tai Villa Park nam 2010, t6i da khong néi 16i nao véi cau ta.
Toi dé cho Nani ty dan vat, trong khi Nani lién tuc nhin t6i cau xin mot chut an
ui. T6i biét cau ta khong c6 y choi xdu. Khi dwgc hoi vé vu viéc do trén TV, toi
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da goi tinh hudng do la “dai dot”. To6i ndi rang Nani khong phai la mét cau tha
choi xau nhung dé ro rang la mot cu vao bong bang hai chan va cau ta phai roi
san, ngan gon vay thoi! Ca vao bong cia Nani khong gdy ra thwong tich nghiém
trong nao cho doi thu. To6i chi don gian noéi rang Nani da pham sai lam trong cu
tac bong do, nhw tat ca moi ngwoi déu tirng sai 1am, bdi vi d6 la mot tran cau giau
cam xuc.

Nguoi ta cho rang tdi ludn gay ra cac cudc chién tam 1y v6i Arséne Wenger,
luon c6 gang kich dong ong ta. T6i khong nghi minh mudn khiéu khich Wenger.
Nhwng thinh thoang t6i cling c6 choi tam ly bang cach dwa ra nhitng két luan nho
nho, va t6i biét rang bao chi sé nghi ching la nhitng tro tam ly.

T6i nhé chuyén Brian Little, ltic d6 dang huan luyén Aston Villa, goi cho t6i
vé mot 10i binh t6i da dwa ra trwdc khi chung t6i gap ho.

“Ong cé y gi khi néi vay?” dng ta héi. “Ching c6 gi ca,” tdi noi.

Lién d6 Brian cat ngang l10i t6i. “T6i nghi 6ng lai chuan bi choi tro tam ly
nita.” Khi ctip mdy, rd rang 1a Brian khong thé khong nghi, “Ong ta chudn bj 1am
gi? Ong ta dang c6 ging noéi gi?”

Madc du chuyén khién cac doi tht bon chon lo lang mang lai lgi ich cho t6i,
nhung thuong thi t6i khién doi tha béi r6i ma tham chi khong hé ¢6 y hay nhén ra
toi da lam diéu do.
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mudoi chin

BARCELONA (2009-2011) - NHO LA DEP

Barcelona la d6i béng gioi nhat tir triedc tGi gid ma Manchester United cta toi
ting c6 dip doi dau. Trd thanh gidi nhat la diéu dé dang doi vdi ho. Ho budc vao
tran ddu vai trang thai tam ly vitng vang. Chung t6i c6 nhitng tién vé xuat sac &
dat nudc cua chung toi - Patrick Vieira, Roy Keane, Bryan Robson - nhitng nguoi
dan 6ng manh mé, nhitng chién binh; nhitng ngwoi chién thang. Nhung &
Barcelona ho c6 nhitng chd lun nhé bé tuyét voi, nhitng cau tht chi cao khoang
1m65 nhung c6 trdi tim s ti, luon doat va gitr dugce béng, khong bao gio dé bi
bat nat. Vi t6i, nhitng thanh tich ctia Lionel Messi, Xavi va Andrés Iniesta that
dang kinh ngac.

Doi hinh cua Barcelona danh bai chiing t6i trong tran chung két Champions
League nam 2011 xudt sac hon so v&i doi hinh da khuat phuc ching t6i & Rome
hai nam trudc do. Poi hinh nam 2011 dang ¢ dinh cao sttc manh va do chin trong
su nghiép ctia ho. Trong ca hai that bai t6i déu dau khé nhan ra rang MU la mot
doi bong thue sy xudt sac nhuwng da gap phai mot doi bong kiém soat hai tran
chung két do t6t hon chung toi.

T6i wéc ching t6i c6 thé choi lai tran chung két & Rome vao ngay hom sau,
ngay ngay hom sau. Khong khi trén san van dong Stadio Olimpico ¢ Rome that
tuyét voi, dé 1a mot dém dep 1ong lay, va do la that bai dau tién cua t6i trong mot
tran chung két tai chau Au, sau nim lan tham gia. Chi gianh dwgc tdim huy
chwong & quan la mét ndi dau, khi ban biét 1é ra ban c6 thé trinh dién t6t hon
nhiéu.

Su can dam la mot diéu kién tién quyét khi doi dau véi nhitng doi bong
Barcelona vira néu. Ho la doi bong & thoi ctia minh, giong nhw Real Madrid vao
nhitng ndam 1950/1960, hay AC Milan trong nhitng nam dau thap ky 90. Nhom
nhitng cau tha danh bai céa thé gigi hinh thanh xung quanh Messi that ghé gém.
T6i khong hé cam thay ghen ty véi nhitng doi hinh vi dai d6. Chi c6 sy ti€c nuoi,
dung vay, khi thua ho, nhung khong hé cé sy ganh ghét.
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Trong moi tran chung két Champions League vao nhitng nam 2009 va 2011
dé, ching t6i da co thé choi ngang ngiva hon véi doi hinh manh nhat cia bong da
Tay Ban Nha bang cach choi thién vé phong ngw, nhung khi do t6i da cung
Manchester United di dén giai doan ma & d6 chaoi phong ngy khong con la cach
pht hgp dé chién thang theo cach do6 nita. Trudc do toi da dung chinh chién thuat
nay dé danh bai Barcelona trong tran ban két nam 2008: phong tha sau, chiu sy
tra tan cua déi phuong, khién nhitng ngwdi hdm mo MU cang thang nhu di qua
dia nguc. Sau nay, t6i mudn c6 mét cach choi tich cuc hon khi déi dau véi ho, va
chung t6i da bi danh bai m6t phan chinh bai sy thay doi d6. Néu ching toi kéo
d6i hinh vé khu vic cdm dia va phong tha chat, ching t6i da c6 thé dat dugc
nhitng két qua ma chiing t6i khao khat. T6i khong tw d6 16i cho ban than; t6i chi
w@c phai chi cach tiép can trdn dau tich cyc hon cua ching t6i da c6 thé tao ra
nhitng két qua tot hon ma théi.

Dbéanh bai ching t6i & Rome da gép phan gitip Barcelona nhanh chéng phat
trién thanh doi béng vuot troi trong ky nguyén cia ho. N6i ngan gon, chién thang
¢ Champions League nam 2009 nay da dwa ho tién lén, day la mé6t chién thang
don 1é nhung tao ra hiéu &ng xuc tac cao. B6 la chitc vo dich Champions League
th hai cia ho trong bon mua giai va doi bong ctia Pep Guardiola la doi bong Tay
Ban Nha dau tién gianh duwgc chitc vo dich La Liga, Cip Nha Vua (Copa del Rey)
va chirc vo dich Champions League trong cung mot mua giai. Nam 2009, ching
toi 1a nhitng nha dwong kim v6 dich Champions League nhung da khong thé trg
thanh doi béng dau tién trong lich st giai dau (tir khi giai doi tén tir Cap C1 thanh
Champions League) bao vé dugc danh hiéu nay.

Tuy nhién ching t6i 1€ ra khong nén thua tran dau dé ¢ Eternal City. C6 cach
dé doi dau vai Barcelona, nhw ching t6i da chitng minh nam treéc dé. Va cling
c6 cach dé can ho lai, ké ca Messi. Mot nam treée do trong tran lugt di trén san
khach, chiing t6i bo tri Tévez choi nhd cao ¢ phia trén va Ronaldo da tién dao
trung tam, vi vay ching t6i c6 thé c6 2 khu vue tdn cong. Sw xam nhap, thoc sau
cta Ronaldo va Tévez tao diéu kién cho chung t6i cam bong nhiéu hon.

Puong nhién chiing t6i van gap kho khan bdi vi Barcelona nam quyén kiém
soat bong trong mot thoi gian dai, khi dé cac cau tha cta ban c6 xu hwéng mat di
hung phéan. Thay vi da bong, ho bat dau... theo ddi tran dau, hay chinh xac hon la
ho nhin déi thu dan béng qua lai v6i nhau nhw théu hoa dét gdm!

Chién thuat ctia ching t6i la khi c6 bat c tinh huéng nao c6 thé nam quyén
kiém soat bong, Ronaldo sé tim khoang trong va Tévez sé lai gan dé nhan bong.
Nhung nhw da néi & trén, cac cau tha nhw bi cuén theo doéi thu va xem ho dan
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béng qua lai. T6i lam ro6 diém nay vé@i cac cau tha vao gio nghi giira hiép. “Cac
cau dang xem da bong,” t6i néi. “Chiing ta chwa hé phan cong duoc gi cd.” Cach
lam ctda ching t6i khong giong nhw Inter Milan; ho phong thu sau va choi phong
ngvw phan cong su6t tran dau, con ching toi & trang thai tan cong trong hiép hai.

Mot han ché 16n & Rome, bay gio t6i méi noi, la Iwa chon vé khach san.
That 1a mot s hon loan: vao cac bita an ching t6i phai & trong mot can phong
khong c6 dén; thitc an thi mang ra tré va lanh ngat. T6i da chon mot dau bép ¢ do
nhung ho gat bo va phét 16 cau dy. Vao budi sang thi dau tran chung két, hai hoac
ba ngwoi trong doi cam thay khé &, nhat 1a Giggs. Mot vai cau tha khac cdm thay
khong khée va mot hoac hai cau tha da thi ddu trong tinh trang dé. Vai tro cua
Giggs trong tran dau doi hai mot khoi lwgng van dong rat 16n so véi sy bat on
trong co thé cau ta! That la mot nhiém vu qua to 16n cho Giggs khi phéi doi mat
Sergio Busquets, tién vé phong ngu cua Barcelona, sau d6 dang 1én choi nhw mot
tién dao va lai phai quay vé phong tha lan nita.

Ban sé khong bao gid nghi tGi viéc chi trich Ryan Giggs, du la trong bat ky
so do chién thuat hay phong do nao cua cau ay, sau nhitng gi Giggs da dat dugc
tai cau lac bo cda ching t6i. Chi c6 mot diéu dang tiéc la cau dy choi dudi sic
vao dém do tai Rome.

Tuy vay, ching t6i da khai dau tran dau thuce sy tot, véi Ronaldo ba lan de
doa hang thu ctia Barcelona: dau tién, tit mot cu sut phat true ti€p bong di chai
xuong, sau do la hai cu stt xa, nhitng cu sut da tao ap lyc 1én Victor Valdés, tha
thanh cua Barca. Nhung chi trong mudi phtt, ching t6i da nhan mot ban thua dau
do sai lam cua hang tién vé da khong kéo vé kip thdi ngan can Iniesta thyc hién
dwong chuyén cho Samuel Eto’o. Eto’o sit béng, Edwin van der Sar khong thuc
su can pha tot va trai bong da lan vao goéc gan khung thanh.

Barcelona khéi dau v&i Messi ¢ canh phai, Eto’o choi & trung 16 va Thierry
Henry chai & canh trai. Ngay trudce Iic ban thang dién ra, ho day Eto’o l1éch sang
phai va kéo Messi vao trung 10, chagi nhw mot tién dao trung tam lui sau. Ho doi
Eto’o sang canh phdi vi Evra trwéc dé da bé gay dugc Messi. Evra lién tuc dang
1én va ho phai thay doi doi hinh dé ngan chdn cau ay. Sau nay chinh Guardiola da
thira nhan sy diéu chinh nay. Messi da dwogc thay doi vi tri dé tranh phai doi mat
vOi Evra.

Bang su diéu chinh d6, Barcelona da tao ra vi tri ma Messi wa thich: choi &
khu gitta san. Chinh khu vie cau ta choi tir lic do, 6 khoang trong do, da gay kho
khan cho bon hau vé cia ching t6i, béi ho khong thé chac la nén dang cao hon
mot chut va gay ap luc cho Messi hay gitt vi tri va choi an toan.
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Sau ban thang cta Eto’o, vGi Messi & trung tam, Barcelona c6 thém mot
nguwoi & khu vie nay. Iniesta va Xavi chi lién tuc chuyén qua chuyén lai, gitt
quyén kiém soat béng ca dém dé. Ho vuot trgi ching toi vé kha nang diéu bong.
T6i chang can phi thoi gian kiém tra sy that do.

Mat béng cho cac cau thu cua Guardiola sé khién ban phai trd mét cai gia
kinh khting, béi sy vugt troi ctia ho vé so lwgng cau tha ¢ gitta san khién cac cau
tha cta ban sé chi con biét ditng nhin! Dé pha v& tro chuyén bong cta ho, t6i duwa
Tévez vao thé Anderson sau gid nghi. Tevez sau d6 bo 1& mot co hoi ngon an khi
cau ay da vong qua dwgc mot hau vé nhung lai quyét dinh ha cau nay lan th hai,
tirc 1a kéo bong lai va... mat béng. Ban thang dinh doat trdn dau ctia Barcelona
dén sau mot tiéng sau ban thang dau tién cda ho: mot cii danh dau cia Messi,
diéu kha hiém hoi, ttr mot qua tat ctia Xavi.

Sau nay t6i da thao luan vé sy phat trién cia Barcelona vGi Louis van Gaal,
ciu hudn luyén vién ngwdi Ha Lan cda hg. Biém co ban trong triét ly cda
Barcelona duwgc dat nén tang béi Johan Cruyff, huan luyén vién tuyét voi da dua
ra y twéng vé kha nang choi rong va chuyén bong qua lai, luén bo tri thém mot
nguwoi ¢ khu vuc gitta san. Sau thdi cia HLV Bobby Robson, ho tré vé véi duong
16i ctia ngwdi Ha Lan, v6i cdc HLV Van Gaal va Frank Rijkaard. K& d6, cai ma
Guardiola thém vao la cach ho gianh quyén kiém soat bong. Dwdi thoi cia Pep
ho thyc hién diéu nay bang cac bai tap ba gidy, theo d6 Barcelona chi cho phép
doi tha phong ngw kiém soat bong khéng qua ba giay!

Sau chién thang & Rome, Guardiola néi, “Chung t6i that may man khi cé
dwgc di séan caa Johan Cruyff va Charly Rexach. Ho 1a nhitng ngudi cha va ching
toi da di theo duwong 16i ho.”

biéu t6i da khong hoan toan hiéu dwgc la lam thé nao cac cau tht cia ho cé
thé thi ddu mot so lwgng 16n cac tran dau nhw vay. Ho ra san véi hau nhu cing
mot doi hinh trong moi ltic. Thanh cong thwong la nhitng chu ky, cung véi nhitng
khoédng lang. Barcelona da ndi 1én tir nhitng khodng lang dé va buwdc vao cudc
dua tranh néng bong vGi Real Madrid. T6i khong thich thira nhan ching t6i da bi
danh bai bai mot doi béong vi dai, bdi vi chiing t6i khong bao gid mudn thot 1én
nhitng 101 d6. Sy thita nhan 16n nhat ma ching t6i mudn néi la: hai déi bong vi
dai thi dau trong tran chung két nay, nhung chiing t6i da bo 16 co hdi chién thang.
Muc tiéu cta ching t6i la duy tri thit dang cap ma & d6 moi ngwoi ndi ching t6i
ludn ludn ngang hang véi nhitng ddi béng xuat sic nhat chau Au.

Dé danh bai Barcelona trong giai doan d6 ban can nhitng trung vé c6 thé
choi thue sy cha dong. Rio va Vidic da ¢ do tudi ma wu tién cta ho la phong thu
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khu vie. Khong c6 gi sai doi vai diéu do ca, hoan toan chinh xéac la dang khac.
Nhung khi doi dau vdi Barcelona, cach tiép can tran dau nhw thé c6 phan han
ché. Ban can nhitng trung vé luon chuan bi dé dang lén cao, don dau Messi va
khong phai lo lang vé nhitng tinh huéng xdy ra phia sau ho. OK, khi d6 Messi sé
dat ra canh, nhung chuyén doé t6t thoi, vi khi choi & bién cau ta it nguy hiém hon
so v0i khi choi & trung 10.

Ho c6 bon cau thua dang cap thé gidi: Piqué, hai tién vé trung tdm va Messi.
Piqué la cau thu bi danh gia thap nhat trong doi hinh cta ho, khong c6 gi phai
nghi ngo vé diéu d6. Cau ay la mot cau thu vi dai. Ching t6i da biét diéu dé khi
cau 4y con 1a mot cau tha tré choi cho ching t6i. Trong mdt hoi nghi tai chau Au,
Guardiola da ké véi toi Piqué la ban hgp dong t6t nhat ma ho cé dugce. Piqué tao
ra nhip diéu, sw chinh xac, sy tw tin va ca sy phat dong tan cong tw vi tri 1ui sau
ctia minh. D6 la diéu chiing t6i mudn v6 hiéu héa bang cach day cac tién dao lén
tredc mat ho, c6 gang cham béng tredc hoac budc ho phai chuyén bong di. Trong
20-30 phut dau tién moi thit déu dién ra sudn sé, nhung sau d6 ho c6 duwge ban
thang. Ho da thoat ra dugc thé tran nay!

N6i vé khia canh “tron thoat” nay thi Barcelona c6 tai nang tuyét voi! Khi
cau c4, ban tha mo6i xuéng nuwdc va chd ca can cau, tuy nhién van cé khi ca khéng
mac moi. VG6i Barcelona cling vay: Xavi chuyén béng cho Iniesta ¢ toc do khién
doi phwong nghi la sé cat dwgc béng, nhung thuc t€ ho chang cat dwge duwong
chuyén dé, béi vi béng & ngoai tam kiém soat ctia ho! Toc do cta dwong chuyeén,
sifc nang cua trai bong, géc chuyén v.v... tat ca déu dan du do6i phwong vao khu
vure ma lé ra ho khong nén & d6. Cac cau tha Barcelona rat gioi trong viéc tao ra
tro lwra do.

Cac doi bong tai Premier League rat mong c6 mot chinh sach dé dang hon
doi vdi viéc cap phép thi dau & Anh. Tat nhién viéc ndi léng quy dinh nhw vay cé
thé gay ra rui ro: c6 kha nang nhiéu cau tht kém sé tran ngap cac tran dau. Nhung
nguoi ta nén danh cho nhitng cau lac bo 16n su tw do do, bai vi ho c6 kha nang
nhan ra nhitng cau tha giéi nhat, nhitng vién ngoc tho! Diéu do6 nghe cé vé hoi
cht nghia déng cép, ti biét, nhing néu ban muén gianh chién thing & chau Au,
mot trong nhiéu cach la thay déi thé thitc cap phép thi dau nham tao diéu kién
cho céc cau lac bd. O cac nuwéc EU, ngudi ta ¢6 thé mua cac cau tha tir Ik tudi
16.

Hai nam sau, hai cau lac bo cta ching t6i (MU va Barca) lai cung nhau co
madt & tran chung két, lan nay la & Wembley. Chiing t6i lap lai cing mét kich ban
nhv & Rome: khdi dau tot, sau do bi danh bai & khu vue gitta san trong, va bi
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déanh bai vdi ti s6 1-3. Ching t6i da xuat phat v6i Edwin van der Sar trong khung
thanh, Fabio, Ferdinand, Vidic va Evra ¢ hang hau ve, Giggs, Park, Carrick va
Valencia & khu trung tuyén, Rooney ctng v6i Hernandez & phia trén.

Chung t6i da khong kiém soat duwgc Messi. Cac trung vé da khong dang lén
hwéng vé phia bong lan, ma chi mudn gi®® vi tri phong tha. Tuy vay suw chuan bi
cho trdn ddu do la sy chuan bi t6t nhat ma toi ting thdy. Trong vong 10 ngay
ching t6i da luyén tdp nhw dién cho tran chung két. Vay van dé la gi? Thinh
thodng cac cau thu qua chd y dén nhitng yéu td6 bén ngoai chit khong phai chinh
ban than tran dau. Vi du nhw Wayne Rooney hom d6 da choi rat dang théat vong.
Chién thuat caa ching t6i la Rooney sé dot kich vao nhitng khoang trong phia sau
hai hau vé bién ctia d6i phwong, trong khi Herndndez no lwc kéo gidn ho ra,
Chicharito da lam dwgc diéu nay, nhung ching t6i da that bai trong viéc thoc sau
vao nhitng khodng tréng sau lung hai hau vé bién. Ngoai ra, vi mét vai li do,
Antonio Valencia da bi cang cttng vao dém dé. Cau ay cang thang nhu & trong dia
nguc vay. Toi khong co y chi trich qua len dau.

Trong tran dau nay, ching to6i khong bao gio thyc sy tan cong vao hau vé
trai cua ho (Eric Abidal - ND), ngudi vira hoi phuc sau mét con bénh va da khong
choi dwgc nhiéu tran. Ching t6i da nghi dé 1a mot 1gi thé - du Abidal thi dau hay
Puyol choi thay & vi tri d6. Phong d6 ctia Valencia trén hanh trinh dén tran chung
két rat xuat sac. Cau ay hanh ha Ashley Cole hai hay ba tuan truéc tran dau &
Wembley, da khién hau vé trai ctia Schalke mét Ir. Ba véi Barcelona thi cac doi
tht déu nén lui vé bao vé khu virc cdm dia cia minh, nhung véi ching téi thi tot
hon la phdi dang doi hinh Ién mot chut, tao ra ap lyc tredec mat Messi. Michael
Carrick ciling choi duwéi phong do tot nhat cia minh hém do.

Tin titc néng hoi dau tién vé dém do la viéc toi da gach tén Dimitar Berbatov
khoi danh sach thi dau. Thay vao d6, Michael Owen ng6i ghé du bi cho vi tri tién
dao. RO rang Berbatov khong vui vé chap nhan diéu do6 va t6i cam thay rat kho
chiu. Wembley c6é mot phong danh cho huan luyén vién, dep va rat riéng tw, day
1a noi t6i gidi thich li do cho nhitng quyét dinh ctia minh. Dimitar da khéng con &
dinh cao phong do va khong phdi lic nao cling la mot lwa chon thay thé 1i twdng.
T6i n6i v6i cau ay, “Néu ching ta phai tim kiém ban thang trong nhitng phut
cudi, trong khu vic cam dia, Michael Owen sé lam rat t6t.” C6 thé la khong cong
bang nhung t6i phdi dwa ra nhitng quyét dinh va tw 1y gidi cho nhitng quyét dinh
deé.

To6i ky hgp dong véi Berbatov vao mua hé nam 2008 béi cau ay c6 kha nang
gitt thang bang t6t va sy diém tinh & nhitng diém noéng tan cong trén san. Khi
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mua Berbatove t6i da nghi diéu nay sé mang lai thém s can bang sau nhitng tién
dao hién co, nhung hoa ra toi lai tao ra mot ngo cut cho Tévez, nguwoi khong co
dugc kha nang do. Thé l1a Tevez ct da chinh mot tran roi lai dy bi mot tran, roi lai
da chinh v.v... Cong bang ma ndi thi Tévez ludn tao dwgc dau an khi vao san, cau
ta kiém soat dwgc tran dau. Tuy nhién viéc khong thuong xuyén dwge da chinh
noi trén chinh la diéu gay ra truc trac, khién cac dai dién ctia cau ta phai tinh dén
viéc lién hé véi cac cau lac bo khac.

Berbatov thiéu ty tin mot cach dang ngac nhién. Cau ta khong bao gid co6
dwgc pham chat ngang nganh, manh mé kiéu Cantona hay Andy Cole, hay su tw
tin cia Teddy Sheringham. Hernandez ciling c6 dwoc sy ty tin cao do: cau ay
thong minh va day sttc song. Berbatov khong thiéu niém tin vao kha nang cta
minh, nhwng van dé 1a cach choi bong cta cau dy. MU van hanh doi bong & mot
toc do nhat dinh, va Berbatov thi khong thuc sy choi theo toc do d6. Cau ay
khong phdi la dang cau tha cé phan xa nhanh, ngugc lai Dimitar muon tran dau
dién ra cham rai, ty tim cach xam nhdp vong cam dia vao nhitng thoi diém phu
hop cta riéng minh! Hodc 1a cdu ta sé lam gi d6 ¢ ngoai vong cam va dong gop
vao 16i choi chung cta doi. Nhitng kha nang cua Berbatov la rat to 16n. Mac du
ching t6i da nhan dugc vai 10i héi mua cau ta vao mua he nam 2011, nhung t6i
van chwa chuan bj dé Dimitar ra di vao giai doan d6. Chung t6i da mat 30 triéu
bang dé c6 dugc Berbatov va khong san long ban cau tht nay di ma chiu 16 chi vi
cau ta bo 16 mot vai tran quan trong trong mua giai trede do. Ching toi co thé
tiép tuc gilt Berbatov lai va st dung.

Trong tap luyén cau dy da tap cach tiép can béng nhanh hon, nhung khi tran
ddu dién ra cau ay lai dé dang trd lai v6i thoi quen... di bo trén san. Nhuwng & MU
ban khong thé choi theo kiéu nhw vay. Do chiing t6i hay don d6i hinh 1én cao, khi
mat bong toan doi phai tap trung nhanh chong gianh lai bong, néu khong sé dé bi
tan cong. Chung t6i can cac cau thu phan &ng khi mat béng, khién doi phwong
phéi nhanh chéng chiu ap lyc. Tuy nhién, Berbatov lai c6 kha nang tao ra nhitng
khoanh khac tuyét voi. Ngoai san c6, Berbatov cling kha pham an, ¢& nhuw Nicky
Butt vay! Dimitar luon “cam dau cam c6” trong nhitng bita an, thinh thodng con
mang ca thitc an vé nha nita!

Berbatov sé khong dwoc ra san trong tran dau & Wembley, ngay ca néu cau
ay c6 mat trén bang ghé dy bi. T6i da phai thay Fabio ra va dua Nani vao, do do
chi con hai quyén thay ngwoi. Toi mudn dua Scholes vao bdi can mot cau thu
kinh nghiém dé kiém soat cac dwong chuyén, vi vay Paul da vao thay Carrick.
Chung t6i da n6i vé viéc Scholesy vé huwu trong nhiéu thang va t6i da c¢6 gang
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thuyét phuc cau dy doi y, dé c6 thé cé sw phuc vu cua cau ay trong mot mua giai
nita, nhung quan diém cua Scholes la 25 tran mot mua gidi khong da v4i minh.
Paul ciing thtra nhan rang hai chan ciia minh nhw muén bién mat trong 25-30 phuit
cudi tran. Scholes da vugt qua hai ca phau thuat dau goéi va mot can bénh vé mat
trudc d6 (van dé nay da khién cau dy phai ngdi ngoai vai thang), tuy nhién
Scholes van choi & phong do cao. Qua la cuc ky phi thuong!

Ban thang Scholes ghi trong tran dau vinh danh ciu ta vao mua hé dé ding
la mot tuyét pham. Paul da khong cho thit mon Brad Friedel trong khung thanh
bat ¢t co hoi nao: mot ca sut manh nhuw tén lira! Trén khan dai, Eric Cantona da
phai vo tay tan thwdng. Trong chwong trinh Talksport sau nay t6i nghe mot nguoi
dan chuwong trinh néi rang Paul khong nam trong top bon cau tha hién dai hay
nhat cia Anh. Anh ta qua quyét rang Gascoigne, Lampard va Gerrard la nhitng
cau thu gioi hon. Mot nhan xét hoan toan v6 nghia!

Sau tran chung két Champions League thit hai that bai dwdi tay Barcelona,
toi da phai tu hoéi: van dé ¢ day la gi? Truwdc hét, mot s6 cau tha caa ching toi da
choi duwéi phong do. Mot yéu t6 khac co thé la do ching t6i da quen véi viéc
kiém soat bong nhiéu trong cac tran dau, va khi quyén kiém soat bong roi vao tay
doi tha, diéu d6 c6 thé gay anh hwdng dén su tu tin va tap trung cia ching t6i. Co
vai nguoi tin vao cai gia thuyét rang cac cau thu cua ching téi da boi roi vi phai
choi ¢ vai tro chiéu duéi, sy ling ting xady ra ngay ca véi nhitng cau thu nhw
Giggs, hay Ji-Sung Park, ngwoi ma trong tran t¢ két gap Chelsea, da tac bong moi
cau tha ctia doéi phwong va lén xudng khap mat san cd ngay hom dé. Ching toi
khong thay dwgc cau ay thé hién nhw vay khi gdp Barcelona, véi doi hinh xuat
phat: Valdés, Alves, Piqué. Abidal, Mascherano; Busquets, Xavi, Iniesta; Messi,
Villa va Pedro.

Ho vuot 1én dan ban nhd Pedro tir mot trong nhitng dwong chuyén vo cung
khéo 1éo cua Xavi nhung Rooney da ghi ban g& hoa cho chiing t6i sau mot pha
dap nha nhanh véi Giggs. Nhung sau d6 co xe Barcelona bat dau thuc sy lan
banh, v&i Messi la ngwoi kiém soat. Cau ta va Villa ghi nhitng ban thang két liéu
chiing t6i trong tran dau cudi cung cua Van der Sar cho cau lac bd.

T6i dd mac mét sai [am vao gid nghi. T6i van tap trung vao viéc gianh chién
thang va bao Rooney can phai chay lién tuc vao nhitng cho trong phia hai hau vé
bién ctia Barca. “Chuing ta sé gianh chién thang néu cau thuc hién dwoc diéu dé
lién tuc.” Toi thic giuc Rooney. Khi ay t6i da quén mot van dé 16n nhat khi thi
ddu vdi Barcelona: trong rat nhiéu tran dau ho da gianh chién thang mot cach
hiéu qua trong 15 phit dau cda hiép hai. T6i 1€ ra da nén canh béao diéu dé vai cac

https://thuviensach.vn



cau thu ctia minh. T6i da c6 thé lam t6t hon néu no6i Park theo kem Messi trong

15 phat dau va day Rooney sang canh trai. Néu chung t6i dung nhitng chién thuét
do, ching t6i c6 thé da c6 két qua khac. Chung t6i van c6 thé choi phan cong.
Nhitng thay déi nay sé khién cho Busquets dwoc tw do, vi vay cé thé ching toi sé
bi day lui vé khu viec cdm dia, nhung ching t6i van c6 mét méi de doa hitu hiéu
v6i Rooney choi tan cong twr vi tri canh trai.

To6i da dinh thay thé Valencia sau 10 phit cia hiép hai, nhung sau d6 Fabio
lai bi chuot rit va t6i budc phai thay doi vi chan thuwong cta cau ta. Van may cua
toi trong cac tran chung két nhin chung la t6t, nhwng riéng trong tran nay thi may
man da roi bo téi! Nhung néu xét chung tat ca nhitng tran dau 16n va nhitng thanh
cong ma toi da tan hwdng, to6i kho co thé thay tiéc cho ban than minh & Wembley,
noi United da gianh chién thang tri6c Benfica nam 1968.

Chtng t6i da nghi minh sé c6 co hoi tir nhitng qua phat goc nhung diéu do
khong xay ra! Khi that bai cta ching t6i da dugc xac dinh, Barcelona khong to ra
ti* man. Cac cau tha Barca khong khi nao té ra ngao man véi thang 1gi caa ho.
Ngay khi tiéng coi man cudc cat 1én, Xavi budc t6i doi do véi Scholes. Cac cau
thti nén c6 mot hinh mau ctia minh. Ho nén ty ndi véi ban than, “Anh ta la cai
dich ma t6i mudén hwéng t6i.” Than tuwgng cua téi la Denis Law. Denis hon toi
mot tudi rwdi, téi luén nhin anh ay va noéi, “T6i muén trd thanh mot nguwdi nhw
vay.”

Trong nhitng ngay sau tran thua dé t6i bat dau c6 cai nhin nghiém tic vao
cong tac huan luyén & hoc vién cta ching t6i. Gary Neville, Paul Scholes va toi
da trao do6i v6i nhau rat nhiéu y kién. T6i tinh t6i viéc b6 nhiém mot huan luyén
vien k¥ thuat méi cho hoc vién. Cau lac bo ctua ching t6i ludn cé kha nang dao
tao ra nhitng cau thua vi dai va Itta cau tha tiép theo ctia Barcelona khong gioi hon
cta ching t6i, hoan toan khong cé gi hon ca. Thiago & cung dang cap vai
Welbeck va Cleverley, va cling chang phdi lo nhitng cau thu con lai cta ho sé
vugt qua dugc trinh do do.

Quan trong la ban phai luon nhin vé phia treéc. Chiing t6i da theo doi Phil
Jones rat lau truedgc tran chung két Champions League d6. T6i da c6 gang mua cau
dy vao nam 2010 nhwng Blackburn khong chiu ban. Ashley Young duwgc mua dé
thay thé Giggs. Vi tri thi mén da dugc chot vao thang Mwoi hai. Ci cho 1a David
de Gea da c6 mot khéi dau khé khan trong sy nghiép & United, nhung cau ay sé
phat trién. Smalling va Evans la nhitng trién vong 16n lao. Ching t6i c6 Fébio va
Rafael, r6i con Welbeck va Cleverley dang tién bo; Nani 24 tudi, Rooney 25 tudi.
Chuing t6i c6 mot doi ngli hat nhan tai nang tré.
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Chtng t6i ban nam cau tha mua hé do6 béi vi véi sw gia nhap ctia Jones thi
Wes Brown hay John O’Shea khé cé tén trong doi hinh xuét phat. Ho la nhitng
cau tha phuc vu t6t doi véi toi. Phan khing khiép trong cong tac huan luyén la
noéi v6i nhitng nguwoi da hét minh thi dau vi ban rang khong con cho cho ho trong
ké hoach sap tdi ctia doi bong. Sau cudc diéu hanh mirng chitc vo dich Premier
League, trong muwa, ching toi tré vé ngoi treong tai do ching t6i da bat dau cudc
diéu hanh. T6i néi v6i Darron Gibson va héi cau ay thay twong lai ctia minh nhw
thé nao. C6 1é dé khong phai la noi hoan hao dé c6 budi thao luan dé, nhung cau
ta nam dugc y chinh cta diéu to6i dang nghi. Ngay sau dém d6 Gibson sé di nghi
hé, vi vay ching téi can néi chuyén. Vi Wes Brown thi t6i da goi dién thoai.
That khtung khiép khi phdi dé nhitng cau tha kinh nghiém va trung thanh véi toi
nhu vay phai ra di.

T6i ban di nam cau thta ¢ do tudi 30 va cao hon thé, dong thai cling dé Owen
Hargreaves ra di. Ching toi mang vé Welbeck, Cleverley, Mame Diouf va
Macheda tir cac ban hgp dong cho mwon, réi ki hgp dong véi ba cau thu mdi.
Tubi trung binh cua doi béng dugc giam xudng khoang 24 tudi.

Vi Scholes va Neville, ké hoach cda t6i la dé ho quan sat, theo déi mdt
vong doi tré, hoc vién va cac cau tha du bi, sau d6 ba nguoi ching t6i sé ngoi lai
dé danh gia xem tinh hinh thyc t€ cia MU. T6i dat trong trach I1én vai ho trong
viéc xay dung twong lai, bdi ho biét rd hon ai hét diéu gi can c6 dé trd thanh mot
cau thu United. D6 la diéu t6i lu6n mudn lam tir nam nay qua nam kia: dwa cac
cau tha hang dau cua t6i vao dong chdy dao tao thé hé tré.

Scholes la ngudi c6 nhiéu y twdng xudt sac. Nhitng 16i danh gia cta cau ay
rat thong minh va luén luén nhat quan, khéng bao gid c¢6 chd cho cum tir ‘c6 thé’.
Khi ching t6i gap van dé véi Van Nistelrooy, Paul ngay lap tirc néi ro rang Ruud
khong thé dugc phép giy ra sy do vo. Ngon ngit cua Paul rat nang né, va khi
Gary hoi, “Cau chac chit, Sholesy?” thi cau hoi d6 chi khién cau ay hang mau
hon ma thoi.

Theo do6, trén phuwong dién huan luyén, ching t6i c6 Brian McClair, Mick
Phelan, Paul McGuinness, Jim Ryan va Tony Whelan. Tat ca bon ho déu la
nhitng cwu cau tha United hodc la nhitng ngudi tredng thanh tr 10 dao tao. T6i
muon phat trién nhitng linh virc nay manh hon. Clayton Blackmore va Quinton
Fortune ciing da cé nhitng dong gop nhat dinh vao qua trinh phat trién caa doéi
bong.

Sau khi phan tich, nghién ngam, t6i tu hoi, “Néu con co héi gap Barcelona &
chung két Champions League mot lan nita, t6i sé bo tri Jones va Smalling, hoac
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Smalling va Evans, ngay treéc mat Messi.” Toi sé khong dé cau ta hanh ha ching
toi lan nita.
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hai muoi

TRUYEN THONG

L(‘)?i khuyén t6t nhat ma toi titng nhan dwgc khi doi mat vdi gidi truyén thong
la tv mot ngwoi ban tén Paul Doherty, khi d6 dang lam viéc ¢ Granada TV. Paul
la mot ga tuyét voi! Ngay no, anh ta gap t6i va ndi, “T6i da xem qua nhitng buoi
hop bédo ctia anh va t6i sé chi ra cho anh thdy mét vai thit. Ci¢ nhu thé anh dang
viit di tran dau cta minh vy, anh cho ho thay nhitng no6i lo cia minh. Hay nhin
vao guong va trung guwong mat cia Alex Ferguson ra xem nao.”

Paul hoan toan chinh x4c khi n6i vay. Xuat hién trong bé dang boi r6i khong
phdi la cach dé doi pho véi gidi truyén thong. Thé hién noi budn cua ban cho ho
thay khong phai la cach c6 thé giip d6i bong hay cai thién co hdi chién thang cta
do6i vao thitr Bay. Khi anh ta cho t6i 16i khuyén do t6i dang thé hién sy cang thang
trong cong viéc. RO rang to6i khong thé dé mot cudc hop bao tré thanh mét can
phong tra tdn. Nhiém vu ctia t6i 1a bdo vé pham gié ctia doi bong cling nhuw tat ca
nhitng thit ching t6i dang thé hién. Diéu quan trong la ban phai chiém thé thugng
phong va kiém soat cugc phéng van cang nhiéu cang tot.

Truwdc khi t6i bwdc qua canh ctra phong hop bao dé doi mat véGi ca thé gidi,
toi da tw luyén tap va ty chuan bi vé mat tinh than. Kinh nghiém gitp ich rat
nhiéu. T6i da c6é kinh nghiém dén mitc trong cac budi hop bao ngay thit Sau t6i
c6 thé thdy dugc y d6 ma mot phong vién dang muon theo dudi. Thinh thoang ho
tham chi con “choi hoi dong” khi mgt s6 phong vién thoa thudn véi nhau, “Pugc
roi, cau hoi cau nay, va toi sé héi cau kia nhé...” T6i c6 thé “doc” dugc y do cta
tat ca bon ho, kinh nghiém cho t6i kha nang dé. Toi rat thich khi c6 mot phéng
vién hoi mot cau héi dai dong vi n6 cho phép t6i cé thoi gian chuan bi cau tra 101i.
Nhitng cau héi khé la nhitng cau héi ngan gon, “Sao 6ng trong té thé?”

Loai cau héi stc tich nhw vay cé thé khién ban trd 161 mot cach dai dong.
Ban kéo dai n6 ra trong lic ban c6 gang suy nghi, va cu6i cung phun ra moi thi
cho ho thdy. Khong dé 16 nhitng diém yéu cta doi bong 1a mot nghé thudt, va do
phai ludn 1a wu tién hang dau cda ban. Khi doi dién canh nha bao va tra 16i ho,
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cling can ghi nhd rang ban sé c6 mot tran dau ba ngay sau do. Gianh thang lgi
trong tran dau dé mdi la diéu mang lai y nghia, chit khong phai viéc gianh dugc
nhitng diém cong trong maot budi hop bao.

Nhiém vu thit ba la khong khién ban than bién thanh mot thang ngdc bang
cach tra 10i phong van mot cach ngu xuan. D6 la nhitng gi ngay 1ap tic dién ra
trong dau toi khi t6i bi tdn cong bdi cac cau hoi. Phai mat rat nhiéu nam t6i méi
rén luyén duge nhitng k§ nang va nhan thitc d6. Téi nhé minh da tirng xuat hién
trén truyén hinh khi con la mét cau tha tré va than thd vé an phat cam thi dau sau
tran ma t6i nhan dugc tir Lién doan Béng da Scotland. T6i noéi trén truyén hinh,
“Ai cha, & Scotland ho diéu hanh céng ly theo kiéu Star Chamber*.”

Ngay lap ticc, mot 14 thw tir Lién doan Béng da Scotland bay thang dén cau
lac bd. Néu ban nghi minh phai té ra thid vi va gdy sy cht y trén truyén théng, ban
6 thé sé noi ra diéu gi do khién ban phai hoi tiéc sau nay! T6i da ding ngay hom
dé & Scotland nhung cudi cung chinh t6i phai viét thw dé giai thich vé 16i phat
biéu do.

Huan luyén vién hoi t6i, “Cau moi dwgc y twdng quai quy vé Star Chamber
do tw dau ra vay ha?”

T6i khong dam gidu giém va danh tra 10i, “T6i doc thady n6 trong mot cudn
sach va nghi n6 nghe c6 vé hay hay.”

Duong nhién vu lum xum véi gigi truyén thong 16n nhat va kéo dai nhat caa
toi 1a véi kénh BBC, vu nay da kéo dai tan bdy nam cho td&i khi t6i quyét dinh
moi chuyén da qua du vao thang 8-2011. Theo quan diém cua t6i, da c6 qua nhiéu
s phién nhiéu, ké cd mét bai dang trén tap chi Match of the Day, nhung giot
nuwdc lam tran ly chinh la mot phim tai liéu c6 tén Fergie va con trai, dugc phat
song vao ngay 27-05-2004 trén kénh BBC3, doan phim nay la mot sy tan cong
khung khiép doi vdi con trai téi Jason. Ho cho rang vu chuyén nhuwgng Jaap Stam
t6i CLB Lazio va Massimo Taibi dén CLB Reggina c6 lién quan dén méi quan hé
cta Jason v6i Cong ty Elite Sports. Trwdc budi phéat séng, ban lanh dao cua
United da tuyén bo r6 rang ca toi, Jason va cong ty Elite déu khong lam gi sai
trong hai vu chuyén nhwgng, nhung dong thoi cling quyét dinh rang tir nay Jason
sé khong lién quan gi dén nhitng thoa thuan chuyén nhwgng cia cau lac b nira.

bai BBC da khong xin 16i, con nhitng cdo budc ma ho dwa ra thi hoan toan
sai.
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Sau d6, Peter Salmon ctia dai BBC da dén gip toi. Toi néi véi ong ta, “Ong
hdy xem chwong trinh dé va néi cho t6i biét né dem lai lgi ich hay tén tudi gi cho
BBC?” Thyc sy t6i da muon kién ho, nhung cé ludt su cta t6i va Jason déu phan
do6i. Salmon cé y dung moi quan hé ban bé cii ctia 6ng ta vdi t6i tit Granada TV
dé két thic chuyén nay.

“Bay gio BBC da ung hd Manchester roi ma!” 6ng ta noi.

“Tuyét,” toi néi. “Nhung cac anh van can phai xin 16i.” Khong c6 cau tra 1oi.
K& hoach ctia 6ng ta la t6i sé néi vé bo phim Fergie va con trai trong mot buoi
phong van véi Clare Balding. Tai sao t6i lai phéi lam diéu d6? Nhung cudi cung
chiing t6i da dong y v&i mot ké hoach khac va t6i sé c6 bai phong van vGi phong
vién ctia BBC. Liic d6 t6i sé trinh bay quan diém ctia minh.

N6i chung kénh truyén hinh Sky da thay do6i hoan toan gidi truyén thong
bang cach khién n6 canh tranh hon, kich tinh hon. Lay viéc dwa tin vu Suarez can
Evra vao mua xuan nam 2013 lam vi du. T6i da dwgc héi vé vu viéc nay trong
mot budi hop bédo. Sau do thi sao? Dong tiéu dé cho bai tra 16i phéng vén cua t6i
la: “Ferguson cam thay thong cam cho Liverpool.” Thuc ra vé vu Sudrez t6i da
néi nhw sau: “To6i biét ho (Liverpool) cam thay thé nao, bdi vi treéc day Cantona
& MU da phai nhan an phat cdm thi dau chin thang vi mot ci da kung-fu vao mot
fan hdm mo.” Quan diém cua t6i la cam (Suarez) thi dau mwdi tran thi nham nho
gi, hay thit bi treo gio chin thang xem thé nao. Ay thé ma ho giat tit nhu thé toi
cam thdy ti€c nudi cho Suérez!

Mot tiéu dé khac la: “Ferguson néi rang José Mourinho sap stta téi
Chelsea.” Cau hoi ma ho dat ra cho toi la: “Ai sé la doi tha chinh ctia 6ng vao
nam t6i?” Toi tra 10i d6 co thé la Chelsea, va néi thém rang néu nhitng tin don
trén bao chi vé viéc Mourinho trd lai la ding thi Chelsea sé c6 m6t cu hich dang
ké. Va ho da dua tin trén kénh Sky nhw da néi & trén.

T6i da phai nhin tin cho Mourinho dé giai thich. Ong ta nhén lai va noi,
“Chuyén do on thoi, toi biét, toi hieu ma.” Dong tiéu dé do chay lién tuc muwoi
phit mot lan. Mourinho cu6i cung da thyc sy trd lai Chealsea nhung d6 khong
phai la van de.

Vi vay t6i da gap kho khan véi sy cang thang va thay doi lién tuc ctia truyén
thong hién dai. N6i t6i noi lui thi t6i cam thdy that kho dé c6 nhitng moi quan hé
véi gidi truyén thong. Ho phai chiu qua nhiéu ap lwc va rat kho dé giai bay vai
ho. Khi mdéi t¢i Manchester, toi ciling c6 dé phong vai nha bao, nhung khong dén
muc nang né va cang thang nhuw nhitng nam cudi cung tai day. Ciing c6 nhiéu nha
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bao t té, nhw John Bean va Peter Fitton, roi Bill Thornton. David Walker va
Steve Millar. Ngoai ra t6i con c6 nhitng ngudi ban cii trong gigi truyén thong &
Scotland ntra.

Trong nhitng chuyén du dau ching t6i thwong c6 mét dém ra ngoai choi
cung vGi nhitng anh chang phong vién. C6 mot t6i ching toi két thic cudc choi
tai ngay phong t6i va Beano con hitng chi dén mitc leo 1én ban nhdy nhét... Mot
dém khac, khodng 11g khi t6i da di ngu, dién thoai reng va mot giong néi & bén
kia dau day, “Alex! Cau c6 thé xac nhan hay chdi bé viéc cau & trén xe taxi vGi
Mark Hughes t6i nay khong?”

Do la John Bean. T6i néi véi cau ta, “Chuyén nay rat khoé néi, John, bédi vi
Hughes dang choi cho Bayern Munich t6i nay trong mot tran dau ctp C1.”

John néi, “O ding r6i, t6i di xem tran dau do6.”

T6i dap dién thoai xudng.

Sau dé John xudat hién vao thit Sau. “Mot triéu lan xin 16i, Alex. T6i biét anh
sé chap nhan 10i xin 16i cda t6i.” Va anh ta ng6i xuong...

Sau nay cé rat nhiéu phong vién tré tu6i an mac tuy tién hon canh béao chi
ma toi biét trudc day. Co 1é do la xu hwéng chung, nhung chuyén d6 don gian la
khong vira mat toi. Cong viéc truyén thong rat khé khan véi nhitng phéng vién
tré tudi nay vi ho phai chiu qua nhiéu ap luc tir nhitng nha bién tap. Chang ai con
nhé dén nhitng thong tin gi dwgc dang, nhitng thong tin gi bi mat va khong dugc
cong bo nita. Téi dd cam cwra vai phong vién vao mua giai 2012-2013 vi st dung
nhitng 161 binh luan khong dwgc phép cong bo. Toi da cdm mot phong vién khac
vi da ndi Rooney va t6i khong bao gig noéi chuyén trong cac budi tap luyén - va
moi ngwoi trong cau lac bo déu thay diéu d6. Chuyén nay khong hé ding.

T6i khong doc hét cac td bao, nhung hét [an nay t6i lan khac cac nhan vién
truyén thong ctia ching toi lién tuc chi ra nhitng thong tin sai léch dugc gidi
truyén thong dwa lén. Nhitng chuyén nay c6 thé khién ban hét sitc mét moi.
Nhiéu nam trudc day t6i thuwong c6 nhitng dong thai nao doé, nhung cudi cung chi
ton tién ma thoi. Chang han ban c6 thé yéu cau ho cong khai xin 16i, nhung mau
tin xin 16i hay dinh chinh von ven khoang 40 tit dwgc nhét vao mot trang bén
trong td bdo qud la khac xa so véi dong tit giat gan trén bia sau cia s bao trude.
Vay ban kién cao ho dé lam gi?

Khi cdm ctta cac phong vién tdi thudong noi: tdi khong chap nhan cach lam
viéc cta cac cau. Mot lan nita, toi lai & thé thwong phong, vi t6i da & Man United
trong mot quang thoi gian dai va da dat dugc thanh cong. Néu t6i la mot HLV
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dang phai no luc thoat khéi nhitng két qua t6i té, tinh thé sé rat khac. Nhin chung
thi t6i van thong cam cho ho, vi t6i biét sy suy dién hay phong dai chang qua chi
la sén pham cua sy canh tranh thuan tdy trong linh vuc truyén thong. Ngay nay
bao gidy phai d6i dau vdi cac kénh truyén hinh thé thao nhw Sky, cac trang mang
va nhitng kénh truyén thong cong cong khac.

Bat ct huan luyén vién tredng nao ¢ giai Premier League cling nén c6 mot
chuyén vién truyén thong kinh nghiém, ngwoi biét rd vé gidi truyén thong va cé
thé hanh dong nhanh chéng va&i nhitng mau tin, bai viét trén bao chi. Di nhién
chang thé nao ngan can tat ca bon ho nhung ban c6 thé canh cao tac gia khi
nhitng sy kién ho dwa ra sai sy that va doi hoi nhitng dinh chinh khi can thiét. La
ngwoi ho trg, mot chuyén vién truyén thong gidi co thé giai thoat ban khaéi nhitng
rac roi. Nhw ching ta da biét, tin tiec thé theo trén kénh Sky News duwgc cap nhat
lién tuc 24 gio trong ngay, do d6 mét cau chuyén nao dé sé dugce lap di lap lai hét
lan nay dén lan khac. Chuyén lam viéc vdi gidi truyén thong dang ngay cang trd
nén kho giai quyét doi v4i cac huan luyén vién trudng.

Chang han, HLV Paul Lambert dang c6 mot khodng thdi gian kho khan tai
Aston Villa. Bu6i hop bao cua 6ng ta sé hoan toan bi chi phoi bai khong khi tiéu
cwe. Chi c6 ai hiéu vé gigi truyén thong mdi c6 thé ho trg, tw van cho mot huan
luyén vién tredc tinh huéng nhw vay. Khi toi trdi qua nhitng giai doan té hai tai
United, Paul Doherty da ndi véi toi, “Anh dang t6 ra qua cang thang, anh sé trg
thanh miéng mo6i ngon cho bon ho. Trudc khi tham dy vao budi hop bao do, hay
nhin vao guong, xoa tay 1én mat va cuwdi 1én, va sap xép moi hanh dong ctia minh.
Hay lam sao dé chac chan rang ho khong thé an twoi nuot song anh dwgce.”

D6 la mot 101 khuyén ki diéu. Va do la nhitng gi ban phai lam: c@ vui vé
thodi mai dé tan dung t6i da moi thit. Mot cau héi chuan myec la: Ban c¢6 cam thay
ap luc? A, dwong nhién 1a c6 r6i. Nhung ban dirng bao gid dé ho nhan thay diéu
do, tir d6 ho c6 thé dwa ra nhitng bai bao véi tiéu dé rat “kéu”. T6i td chitc nhitng
buo6i hop bao cta t6i trwdc cac budi tap (trong khi rat nhiéu hudn luyén vién
tredng hop bao sau budi tap). Nhu vay, hop bao xong toi sé tap trung hoan toan
vao budi tap va khong phai lo nghi gi nita. Truedc nhitng buoi hop bao thwong vao
lic 9 gid sang, toi sé nghe Giam doc truyén thong Phil Townsend bao cac ngan
gon vé nhitng ndi dung cé thé sé dugc hoi.

Vi duy, 6ng ta bao trudc vaéi ti rang phong vién co thé sé hoi vé vu can Evra
ctia Suarez, hay scandal doping ctia Godolphin trong dua xe, hoac mot dong thai
c6 thé nao d6 vé mot cau thu nhw Lewandowski. Phan t6i, t6i luén bat dau bang
cach noi vé cac cau thu sé ra san trong tran dau cu thé sap t6i. Thé la trong tam
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ctia bu6i hop bao dwoc chuyén sang cac van dé xung quanh tran dau, vé nhitng ca
nhan cau tha. Nhitng budi hop bdo ngay Chu nhat thwong dwoc té chive dé noi vé
mot chu dé nao dé, chang han nhuw “phong do tot cia Michael Carrick”...

No6i chung t6i cam thdy on trong cac budi hop bao. Thach thitc khé khan
nhat 1a khi néi vé van dé diéu khién tran dau khong t6t ctia cac trong tai. T6i da bi
phat vi nhitng nhan xét vé cac trong tai bdi vi quan diém vé trong tai cua toi la
nhitng tiéu chuan danh cho béng da, khong phai danh cho nhitng vi trong tai diéu
khién tran dau. To6i khong quan tam dén nhitng tiéu chuan céac trong tai ty dat ra
cho ho. La mot huan luyén vién triedng toi c6 quyén ky vong & cac trong tai mot
trinh do phu hgp véi tran dau ma ho dang diéu khién. Nhin chung thi cac trong tai
khong lam t6t cong viéc nhu 1€ ra ho phai lam. Bay gid ngudi ta néi trong tai la
mot nghé toan thoi gian, nhung diéu dé chi la chuyén tam phao.

Hau hét ho bat dau lam trong tai ¢ tu6i 16 hoac c& do, khi ho con la nhitng
da tré. T6i rat nguwong mo sy thoi thic khién ho mudn lam cong tac trong tai.
Mot tran dau bong da can co trong tai. Nhung t6i mudn thady nhitng ngwoi nhw
trong tai ngudi Y Roberto Rosetti: cao khoang 1m9, c6 véc dang oai vé mot vo si
dam béc, chay nhu bay trén san, kiem ché cac cau thi khi thi ddu. Ong hoan toan
kiém soat dugc moi thi. T6i thich nhin nhitng trong tai hang dau nhv vay lam
viéc. T6i thich thdy quyén uy phu hop duwgc ap dung mot cach phu hgp.

That kho dé loai bo mot trong tai Premier League hién tai vi sy kém céi hay
can nang. Tat ca ho déu c6 luat sw, hon nita ho rat doan két. Ngoai ra, cac trong
tai tré khong c6 du trinh do, do d6 nguwoi ta cit bam vao nhitng trong tai hién cé.

Cong tac trong tai la mot khia canh ctia tran dau ma c6 1é t6i nén loai ra khoi
cac cudc phong van va khong néi 1én quan diém cta minh. Biét dau MU c6 thé
huwéng lgi trong tran dau ké tiép tr mot quyét dinh cua trong tai; nhuv vay hom
nay néu lam qua lén sau mo6t quyét dinh t6i c6 thé bi ngwoi ta xem la thiéu khach
quan.

Toi tung ho Hiép hoi trong tai. Tai Aberdeen toi tirng dwa cac trong tai di
luyén tap trong co s@ huan luyén ctia doi, dé giup ho c6 thé Iyc tot. To6i thich
nhitng tiéu chuan, t6i thich thdy mot trong tai khée manh. Hién nay nhitng tiéu
chuan thé luc cua trong tai & Anh theo t6i la chwa da cao. Van dé khong phai la
trong tai c6 thé chay dugc bao xa, ma la viéc 6ng ta bao quat san bong nhanh nhw
thé nao. Gia stt c6 mot dgt phan cong dién ra, liéu trong tai c6 thé chay dén cudi
san bén kia kip hay khong? Thuc ra cong bang ma noi, néu ban xem tran ban két
Champions League ctia ching t6i gap Arsenal vao nam 2009, khi Rosetti la trong
tai, ong ay ditng cach xa tinh hudng phan cong khoang 18m khi ching t6i dwa
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béng vao lwdi. MU chi mat cé 9 gidy trong dot phan cong dé dé ghi ban. R0 rang
ta khong thé yéu cau mot trong tai c6 thé chay khoang 90m trong 9 gidy, vi chi
c6... Usain Bolt méi lam dugc diéu do.

Theo nguyén tac, t6i nghi Lién doan Bong da Anh c6 xu huéng theo duoi
nhitng muc tiéu hao nhoang, vi ho biét nhitng muc tiéu nay sé mang lai sy tng ho
cda cong ching. Trong sy ¢6 ctia Wayne Rooney khi MU gdp West Ham, khi cau
tha nay chti thé vao camera, ching t6i thay dwong nhw Lién doan da gay ap luc
1én trong tai, va Rooney da phdai nhan an phat cam thi dau ba tran. Ly do ho dua
ra la: that khong tot cho nhitng dita tré khi phai thdy mot cau thu chwi thé vao
camera truyén hinh. T6i c6 thé hiéu diéu do6, nhung chang phai ban van thuwong
thay cac cau tha chtti thé suét cac nam qua hay sao?

Thye sy la khong thé biét dwgc ai dang van hanh bo may quan ly bong da
Anh. C6 1€ ban phai héi nhitng trvong hoc danh tiéng moi cé cau trd 16i thoa
dang! Ong Chu tich méi Greg Dyke c6 18 can giam sé lwong nhitng nguoi lién
quan dén viéc ra quyét dinh. Mot tiy ban c@... 100 ngwoi khong thé thuc hanh
cong tac quan ly tot duwgce. Nhitng thanh vién tiy ban nay duwgc lap ra dé vinh danh
cai goi la ‘dong gop cho bong da” hon la 1am cho t6 chitc van hanh mat cach tron
tru. Theo t6i d6 la mot van dé mang tinh thé ché. Nhitng nha cai cach buéc vao
Lién doan déu bi dé bep! (nguyén van: khi vao Lién doan béng da Anh ho cao
gan 1m9 va khi buwdc ra chi con c6 khoang 1m6).

Cach hanh x cda ching t6i trong céac tran dau 16n no6i chung 1a t6t dep. Mot
td bao da chi ra trrong hgp trong tai Andy D’Urso bi qudy ray béi Roy Keane va
Jaap Stam, va t& bao do da bi chung toi chi trich ndng né. T6i ndéi thang, “Do
khong phai la chuyén cia ho,” va rd rang 16i phat biéu nay da lam FA kho chiu.
Toi cling chi ra rang day la League Cup chit chang phai ctip FA. T6i chwa bao gio
an twgng véi cong viéc cta bo phan giam sat tuan tht cta Lién doan Bong da
Anh (FA).

Khi t6i phé binh Alan Wiley vi thé chat cua 6ng ta trong mua thu nam 2009,
toi da dwa ra mot quan diém réng hon vé thé lwc cua cac trong tai. Sau khi MU
hoa 2-2 vGi Sunderland tai Old Trafford, t6i chi rd rang 6ng trong tai Alan Wiley
bi thtra can! Loi binh luan khién t6i gap rac roi la: “Toc do cda tran dau doi hoi
mot trong tai c6 thé lyc t6t. Ong ta khdng cé dwoc thé Iuc t6t. Cac ban c6 thé thdy
cac trong tai nwdc ngoai, ho khde nhv vam vay. Trong khi ¢ day, ong trong tai
mat dén 30 gidy dé phat thé mot cau thu. Wiley can nghi ngoi. Chuyén nay that
hai huéc.”
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Sau do6 t6i da xin 16i néu c6 bat cit xic pham ca nhan nao nham dén véi Alan
Wiley va néi rang y cta toi chi la dé “néu bat 1én mot van dé nghiém tic va quan
trong trong cac tran dau”. Nhung 16 ngay sau tran dau vdi Sunderland, toi da bi
FA phat vi cach cw xt khéng phu hgp. T6i da hai 1an bi cdm chi dao trén san: lan
dau vao nam 2003 va mdt lan nita vao nam 2007 vi c6 16i nhan xét vé trong tai
Mark Clattenburg. Sau nay t6i con bi phat 30.000 bang va bi cam chi dao trong
nam tran vi nhitng 10i binh lun cua to6i vé trong tai Martin Atkinson sau tran thua
1-2 trwdc Chealsea. Sau nhitng 101 phat biéu cta to6i vé Alan Wiley, cuu trong tai
Jeff Winter dé nghi FA danh cho t6i mot an phat “cdm ctra tai cac san van dong,
twong tw nhw hinh phat cia FIFA”.

Sau cung, t6i thdy ching ta da khong c6 dugc mot trong tai Premier League
hang dau trong mot khoang thai gian dai. T6i biét Graham Poll 1a ngwoi c6 tinh
kiéu ngao, nhung 6ng dy thue sy la nguwdi ra quyét dinh gidi nhét. Poll c6 cai toi
cao dén noi n6é lam anh hwéng dén nhitng tran dau 6ng dy cam coi, va khi 6ng ta
noi nong thi sé rat kho khan cho ban. Graham la nguwdi danh gia mot tinh hudng
gioi nhat trong su6t khodng thoi gian toi lam viéc @ Manchester United.

Khi mot trong tai cam coi trwdc 44.000 c6 dong vién ¢ Anfield hay 76.000
c6 dong vién tai Old Trafford cong nhan mot ban thang vao lwdi doi chu nha, roi
dam dong bat dau la 6, tinh canh dé tdc dong t4i rat nhiéu trong tai. Va day chinh
la mot nét khac biét: kha nang dwa ra nhitng quyét dinh chong lai s6 dong, chong
lai tiéng la hét ctia ddm dong. Cau ndi xwa cli rang trong tai la mot “cau tha nha”
thue sy c6 ly. Khong phdi y néi la trong tai dang thién vi, ma ding hon la ho bi
anh hwéng bdi sitc manh dén tir cdm xuc ctia dam dong.

Anfield c6 thé la noi kho khan nhat dé mot trong tai thé hién sy khach quan,
béi vi san van dong nay la mét moi treong khép kin va rat dé bung no. Sy ham
doa ma khan gid nha danh cho trong tai khong chi hién dién tai Liverpool ma con
& bat cit san van dong nao.

BOn muoi nam trwdc day, dam dong khan gia khong dién cuong nhw bay
gio. Vi vay co6 Ié tot hon la trong tai dén dy budi hop bdo cung véi mot nguoi
giam sat bén canh va giai thich ong ta da thay tinh huéng nhw thé nao. Chang
han, t6i sé cam thay rat tha vi dé nghe vi trong tai nguwdi Tho Nhi Ky, nguoi diéu
khién tran dau thudc khuén khé Champions League cta ching toi gdap Real
Madrid tai Old Trafford vao thang 3-2013, va nghe xem ong ta noi gi vé chiéc thé
do cuc ky vo ly va tai hai ctia Nani...

Mot budi hop bao ngan gon ctia trong tai c6 thé la mot bude tién bd. Ban
khong thé ngan can sy phat trién dugc. Hay lay mot truong hgp khac: nhitng mau
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giay da bong gan day. Toi hoan toan phan d6i nhitng mau giay loe loet hién dai,
nhung cac nha san xudt dang do tién cta ho vao bong da va do d6 khong thé
khong chap nhan san pham ctia ho. Anh huéng cia cdc mau quang cdo bay gio 1a
rat cao, dé 16i kéo nhitng dira tré mua nhitng doi giay mau hong, mau cam v.v...
Rat nhiéu cau lac b st dung san pham ctia cac nha san xudt nhw mét phan trong
viéc thuwong lugng ky hop dong véi mot cau thu: ching t6i c6 thé kiém cho ban
mot hgp dong quang cdo v6i Nike, Adidas, hay cac hang ndi tiéng khac. Nhitng
hang nay di nhién phai tim cach thu hoi tién da bo ra, qua viéc ban nhitng doi
giay da bong...

La khan gia chung ta sé khong bao gio hai long vdi cac trong tai, vi ai cling
thién vi doi béng ma minh tng ho. Nhung hién gio cac trong tai lam viéc toan
thoi gian dang khong thuc sy thanh cong, trtv Iinh vic quan ly con nguwoi. Mot
ngwoi khong thé vira lam cong viéc binh thwong cta anh ta vira bat kip dugc cac
chwong trinh huan luyén ma cac trong tai phai thyc hién. Nhw vay cé thé thay hé
thong nay khong hoan thién. Nén c6 cac trong tai toan thoi gian thyc thy, nhitng
nguwoi phdi bao cao Ién trung tam thé thao quoc gia cta Lién doan béng da Anh &
St George’s Park hang ngay. Ban c6 thé thac mac - lam thé nao ho c6 thé di
chuyén tir Newcastle t6i Burton-upon-Trent* hang ngay? Hay so sanh vé&i chinh
cac cau tha bong da: néu ky hgp dong véi mot cau thu ¢ London, chiing t6i sé tim
cho cau ta mot can ho & Manchester, nhw trrong hgp cia Robin Van Persie chang
han. Néu mudn c6 mot hé thong trong tai tot nhat, Lién doan bong da nén té ra
chuyén nghiép nhw cac cau lac bd ¢ Premier League, vGi s tién ma cac tran dau
bay gio kiém dugc.

Mike Riley, nguoi ditng dau H6i dong cac trong tai diéu khién céac tran dau
chuyén nghiép, titng tuyén bo rang ho thiéu nguon tai chinh dé thyc hién nhitng
buéc di nhu vay. Néu ong ta ding, thi qua that dang kinh ngac khi béng d4 Anh
van thiéu cac nguon tai trg cho cong tac trong tai chuyén nghiép ngay ca khi thu
dugc vdi 5 ti bang Anh ttr tién ban quyén truyén hinh! Chuyén dé that ky cuc.
Thtr nghi vé nhitng khoan tién san sang dwgc d6 vao cac cau lac bo khi ho tw
Premier League bi r6t hang xuong giai Championship. Néu cac trong tai lam viéc
toan thoi gian, hé thong can phan anh diéu d6. Hueéng di d6 nén dugc thuc hién
mot cach phu hop.

O chau Au, céc trong tai tai giai Champions League c6 sy kiéu ngao nhat
dinh vé ban than, vi biét rang ho sé khong gap lai ban trong tran dau vao tuan tiép
theo. T6i da c6 mat trong bon tran chung két va chi c6é duy nhat mét trong tai cé
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thé dugc cong nhan la mot trong tai dang cap: Pierluigi Collina, tai Barcelona
nam 1999.

To6i da thua hai trdn dau tai chdu Au vé tay José Mourinho, nhung khong
phai vi man trinh dién cta cau thu ma la vi trong tai. Tran dau v6i Porto nam
2004 that khong thé tin dugc. Quyét dinh té hai nhat ma trong tai dwa ra dém doé
khong phai la viéc tir ch6i ban thang cta Scholes, ban thang 1€ ra da giap MU
vurgt 1én dan 2-0. D6 phai 1a tinh huéng Ronaldo bi hau vé trai ctia Porto truy can
va don nga ldc tran diu chi con vai phit. Trong tai bién da cang cd cho United
hwéng mot qua phat nhung trong tai chinh lai c cho tran dau tiép tuc. Ngay lap
tic Porto don 1én phan san ching t6i, c6 dwgc mot qua da phat, Tim Howard chi
kip ddm bong ra va ho da ghi dugc ban thang trong nhitng phut bu gio... Nhw vay
chiing t6i da phai trai qua rat nhiéu quyét dinh t6i té cua trong tai chong lai MU &
chau Au.

Khi ng6i xem mot tran dau gitta AC Milan va Inter, va mot quan chic cao
cap cua Inter da néi vdéi toi, “Ong c6 biét sy khac biét gitta béng da4 Anh va béng
da Y 1a gi khong? O Anh khong ai nghi ring mot tran dau béng déa c6 thé bi mua,
con & nuwdc Y nay khong ai nghi rang mot tran ddu khong thé bi mua...”

Tuy nhién & Anh, c6 mét diém tich cuc, d6 1a sy cai thién trong viéc kiém
soat cac cau thu. Diéu doé rat tot. Giao ti€p giita cac trong tai diéu khién tran dau
va cac cau thu mang tinh xay dyng nhiéu hon. Trong tai phdi cé kha nang duva ra
nhitng quyét dinh, va nhiéu ngwoi trong s6 ho thiéu di kha nang dwa ra cac quyét
dinh mot cach nhanh chéng. Vé mat con ngudi, trong tai nao cling co thé sai lam,
nhung nhitng trong tai gidi sé dwa ra cac quyét dinh chinh x4ac nhiéu hon la cac
quyét dinh sai lam. Nhitng trong tai dwa ra cac quyét dinh sai lam khong han da la
dd, ma don gian ho thiéu di tai nang dwa ra nhitng quyét dinh ding dan trong mot
khung thoi gian han hep!

Cac cau tha ciing vay. Diéu gi tao ra sy khac biét gitta ho? D6 chinh la viéc
ra quyét dinh. Chung t6i theo doi cac cau thu vé viéc nay moi ltc. Néu dugc bat
dau lai, t6i sé bat moi cau thu hoc choi co dé ren luyén cho ho kha nang tap trung.
Khi méi hoc choi co, phai mat 3-4g ban mdi choi xong mot van. Nhung khi ban
da thanh thuc va bat dau choi nhitng van cd nhanh hay c& chép, moi thit dwgc
day lén mitc tdi da: ban phai ra quyét dinh nhanh chéng, dwdi moi ap lyc. Bong
da ciing chinh la nhw vay!
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hai mwoi mot

DANH HIEU THU 19 CUA UNITED

Trong qua trinh ching t6i xay dung Iyc lwgng dé gianh 1dy danh hiéu Premier
League thit 19, luén c6 mot cau héi vé viéc liéu chiing t6i sé danh bai ky luc cta
Liverpool hay khong. Theo quan diém cua t6i, ching t6i chac chan sé vugt qua
con s6 18 chitc v6 dich cua ho tai mét thoi diém nao dé, vi vay chang can phai
tranh cdi vé diéu do6 trong tirng mua giai cu thé. T6i mudn tap trung sy chi y cta
chiing t6i vao mua gidi. Nhung viéc vugt qua ky luc cda Liverpool la diéu t6i
luén cam thay minh can phai dat dwoc.

Cac doi bong Liverpool trong thoi Souness* - Dalglish* la tiéu chuan cua
béng da Anh trong thap nién 80, khi t6i lan dau tién lam cong tac huan luyén tai
vung dat phia nam. Nhitng d6i hinh Liverpool thoi ky nay rat manh mé. Téi tirng
dau kho khi doi dau véi ho lic dan dat Aberdeen va mang theo nhitng ky tc dé
cling t6i dén Manchester United. Trong mot tran ddu ¢ ddu trudng chau Au chiing
toi da thua véi ti so6 0-1 tai Pittodrie, r6i da choi rat tot trong 20 phit dau tai
Anfield, nhitng van thua 2-0 sau khi két thic hiép mot. T6i thuc hién cong viéc
nhw thwong 1€ cia minh trong phong thay do va khi cac cau tht chuan bi ra san
thi ddu hiép hai, mot ngudi trong s6 ho, Drew Jarvie, néi, “Nao cac ban, hay co
ghi nhanh hai ban thang dé g& hoa, va ching ta sé trd lai trong tran dau.”

R6t cudc & Anfield hom do6 ching t6i thua 0-3, thé ma Drew da néi vé viéc
g0® nhanh lai hai ban, c# nhw thé chiing & san trong tdi ching t6i vay. T6i nhin
Drew va bédo, “Chuda phu ho cau, con trai.” Sau nay cac dong doi ché nhao Drew
vdi cau néi dé. Ho ndi, “Ching ta khong dang thi dau véi Forfar*, cau biét day.”

Khi d6i bong Liverpool vi dai d6 dan trudc ban vdi ti s6 1-0, gianh 14y bong
khoi quyén kiém sodt cta ho la diéu bat kha thi. Sé la nhitng dwdng chuyén vong
vong trén san. O phia trén, Souness sé& kéo dai trdn dau ra, con & phia duéi, du
cac trung vé la Hansen, Lawrenson hay Thompson thi ho ciing thodi mai cam
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béng. Khi t6i dén United, ho van cé nhitng cau thu dang cidp nhw Ian Rush hay
John Aldridge. Mua John Barnes va Peter Beardsley vé chi lam ho manh thém.

T6i da noéi vao thoi diém do6, “T6i muon ha bé ho khéi dia vi cia minh.” T6i
thuc sy khong thé nhé chinh xac minh c6 néi nhw vay khong, nhung béao chi da
gan cau doé cho t6i. Du sao di nita, dé chinh la quan diém cta t6i, vi vay t6i khong
phan doi gi khi cau n6i nay xuat hién day trén cac mat bao. Dai thu vi dai nhat
cta United, mdc du vé sau diéu nay c6 thay doi, chinh la Liverpool - ca vé mat
lich s, vé nganh cong nghiép bong da lan xét trén khia canh thé thao. Cac tran
dau gitra hai doi luon la nhirng sy kién cang thang day cam xuc.

Chtrc vo dich Premier League nam 1993 da m@ ra canh ctra thanh cong, va
dén giai doan chuyén giao cta hai thé ky chuing t6i da gianh duwgc thém nam chirc
vo dich nita. Vao nam 2000 t6i nhin Liverpool va biét ho sé khong dé quay lai
chu ky thanh céng ctia ho. Ho da that bai trong mot thoi gian dai. Sy phat trién
cta Itta cau thu tré ctia ho khong con déu dan va lién tuc. Ban khong con cam
giac Liverpool la mot moi de doa nita, da di 1én da hoan toan thudc vé ching toi.
Vao cai ngay ching t6i dat dén con s6 18 danh hiéu dé can bang vdi ho, toi biét
rat rd v6i cach ma CLB dang van hanh thi sém mudn ching t6i sé vugt qua ky
luc caa ho.

Ngay cudi tuan dién ra budi 1é dang quang danh hiéu thit 19 ctia ching t6i la
mot ngay phi thwong doi véi thanh phd Manchester. Manchester City da gianh
dwgc chiéc cip dau tién ké tir cip Lién doan (League Cup) nam 1976, véi thang
lgi 1-0 trwdc Stoke trong tran chung két ctip FA, con ching t6i c6 tran hoa 1-1
v6i Blackburn vai pha ghi ban tir chdm 11 mét & phut 73 ctia Rooney. Nam 1986
khi t6i dén day, Liverpool dang dan trudc vdi 16 danh hiéu vo dich Anh so véi 7
danh hiéu ctia United. Con ¢ mua giai nay, Chelsea da chi 50 triéu bang mua vé
Fernando Torres va Man City da dau tw 27 triéu bang vao Edin Dzeko; trong khi
chuing t6i c6 dugc Javier Henandez vai gia chi c6 6 triéu bang.

Chuing t6i da trai qua chu6i 24 tran bat bai tride khi thua Wolves vao ngay
05-02-2011, va két thiic mua gidi vdi chi bon that bai. Budc ngoat trong cudc dua
chinh la chién thang 4-2 tredc West Ham vao dau thang Tw, sau khi ching t6i bi
dan tredce 0-2 trong hiép dau. T6i mudn nhan manh & day rang nhiéu cau tha cta
chiing t6i, nhw Valencia, Smalling va Herndndez, chi méi cé dugc thanh cong dau
tién trong sy nghiép va ho con muon gat hai dwge nhiéu hon nita...

Gianh duge danh hiéu Premier League la muc tiéu hang dau ¢ mua giai do,
vGi phan thuéng tang thém la con s6 ky luc 19 danh hiéu v6 dich. Vao thoi diém
toi vé huu chuing t6i da tién 1én con so6 20, d6 l1a con s6 ma nhitng nguwdi ham mo
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hat vang véi su thich thu tuyét voi. Khéng cé bang chitng nao trong mua giai
cudi cung cuda t6i cho thay Liverpool, du cho da c6 nhitng man trinh dién xuat
sac, sO hitu mot doi hinh c6 thé gianh dwgc chie vo dich. Khi ra vé sau khi xem
cudc dua ngua thuwong nién Grand National cung v6i Cathy vao thang 4-2013, hai
nguwoi ham mo Liverpool da di theo t6i va ndi, “Nay ong Fergie, chiing t0i sé ha
ong vao mua gidi t¢i.” Ho 1a nhitng chang trai tot tinh.

“A, cc cau s& can phai mua thém chin cau tha day,” tdi néi.

Ho trong tiu nghiu, “Chin a?”

MGt cau noi, “Cho ¢ day cho dén khi t6i néi véi may anh chang trong quan
rvou diéu do.” Toi nghi cau nay chac han phai la mot fan ham moé Everton. “Toi
khong nghi ching t6i can dén chin,” cau kia vira néi vira budc di. Toi gan nhw hét
1én, “Vay, bay thoi cling dugc.” Moi nguoi cuoi nghiéng nga.

Mua hé nam dé6 chiing t6i biét Manchester City dang dan n6i 1én va sé la doi
béng chiing t6i phai danh bai. M6i nguy hiém khong con chi xuat phat tir London
hay Merseyside nita, ma héa ra nam ngay sat swon MU! Mot 6ng chu s@ hitu véi
nhitng phwong tién da dé bién cudc chién gitta MU va MC thanh mot cudc chién
ndi bo khoc liét! Vé phan minh, ching toi tiép tuc trén con dwong xay dung sic
manh cho twong lai va hy vong moi chuyén sé tot dep.

Cau tha quan trong ma ching t6i can thay thé la Edwin van der Sar. Mac du
hau hét moi nguwdi cho rang Manuel Neuer sé tré thanh muc tiéu caa ching toi
(thwc té thi dang la cau ta c6 trong danh sach tiép can cua doi), tuy nhién chiing
toi da nham dén David de Gea trong mot thdi gian dai, ngay tr lic David con la
mot cau bé. Chung t6i luon nghi cau ay sé tré thanh mot tha mon hang dau.

Ciing trong mua hé nam 2011, Ashley Young con mét ndm hgp dong tai
Aston Villa. Cau ay la m6t thuong vu an toan: nguwdi Anh, choi toan dién, c6 thé
choi & ca hai canh hay nhé cao trén hang cong, thanh tich ghi ban kha tét. Véi
viéc Ji-Sung Park sap stta 31 tudi, va Ryan Giggs ngay cang 16n tudi, t6i nghi do
la thoi diém thich hgp dé mua Young. Do tudi tac, Giggs sé khong bao gio tr@
thanh m6t miii nhon dang gom phia canh trai nhw cai cach ma cau ay thé hién
trong qua khi nita.

Thé 1a chung t6i da chon mua Young vdéi cai gia 16 triéu bang, mot cai gia
hop ly tuy c6 hoi cao mot chiit so véi duw kién ban dau. Nhung ching t6i da thoa
thuan thuvong vu nay mot cach nhanh chong.

Ashley Young gap rac roi trong tran gap QPR trong mua giai 2011- 2012,
khi Shaun Derry bi du6i va cau thu cua chung t6i bi cao budc la da nga vo. To6i
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cho cau ay ngoi ngoai trong tran ti€p theo, va bao cau ay rang diéu ngudi ta ghét
nhat & mot cau thia Manchester United la cai tiéng xau vé viéc nga vo khi thi dau!
D6 khong phai 1a mot qua da phat 11 mét doi véi QPR va viéc Shaun Derry bi
du6i khéi san cling khong bi bai bo. Ashley Young da lam diéu nay lién tiép trong
hai tudn nhung ching t6i da ngan cdu ay lai. Nga xuong san qua dé dang khong
phai la diéu t6i c6 thé chap nhan.

Ronaldo ciing tirng thich ngad vo trong thoi gian dau cta sy nghiép, nhung
nhitng cau thu khac luén chi trich diéu nay ngay trén san tap. Vé6i toc do6 ma
Ronaldo di chuyén, ban chi can thdc khiy tay vao Cristiano dé don nga cau ay.
Chiing t6i da n6i véi Ronaldo rat nhiéu lan vé chuyén nay. “Han pham 16i v&i
t0i,” cau dy sé noi nhw vay. “Phdi, nhung cau dang lam qua lén, cau thoi phong
no lén,” ching t6i cling sé noi vai Ronaldo nhu vay. Sau nay Ronaldo da hoan
toan loai bo théi xdu nay trong cac tran dau va tréd thanh mot cau tha thyc sy
treéng thanh.

Luka Modric la mot vi du vé mot cau tha trong bong da hién dai ma khong
bao gid gid vo nga khi thi ddu, nguoc lai luén ding vitng trén doi chan cta cau
ta. Giggs va Scholes cling khong bao gio gid vo nga. Trong khi d6 ¢ Chelsea,
Drogba lai 1a mot tha pham néi bat cia tro nay. Tran dau vdi Barcelona tai
Stamford Bridge vao nam 2012 la vi du t6i té nhat. Truyén thong chwa bao gio
manh tay vé cau ta, trit hom thi dau giai Champions League d6. Néu gidi truyén
thong clitng ran hon véi Drogba sém hon nam nam, diéu do6 sé tot hon cho tran
dau.

Mua Phil Jones la mot ké hoach dai han tir khi Sam Allardyce con la huan
luyén vién trudng cua Blackburn. Khi Rovers danh bai ching t6i ¢ giai tré ctp
FA, toi da goi cho Sam ngay hdm sau va ndi, “Cau bé tén Jones thé nao ha 6ng?”

Sam cwoi va néi, “Khong, cau ta sé ¢ doi mot vao th Bay.” Moi chuyén
dién ra ding nhw thé, Jones 1én doi mot cia Rovers va tru duge ¢ d6! Sam la fan
ham mg 16n cia Jones. Blackburn khong béan cau ay vao ky chuyén nhugng thang
1-2011 béi vi ho dang trong cudc chién tru hang. Pén cudi mua gidi d6, moi cau
lac bd déu muon theo dudi Jones: Liverpool, Arsenal, Chelsea. Jones da tiép xtic
v6i ca bon cau lac bo nhung ching t6i da thanh cong trong viéc thuyét phuc cau
ay dén United, & tu6i 19.

Vao thoi diém chung t6i ky hgp dong véi Jones, toi khong chac vi tri tot
nhat cta cdu ay la gi. Sau nay t6i méi cam thay do sé 1a vi tri trung vé. Jones cho
ching t6i thay s toan dién: cdu ta c6 thé choi & hau hét moi vi tri. Trong tran
tranh cup Community Shield nam 2011 t6i da thay Ferdinand va Vidic vao gio
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gidi lao va dua Jones cung vdi Evans vao san, dong thoi yéu cau ho dang cao,
trie dién duwong dau vai hang cong cua doi phwong. Evans cling dam nhan dugc
yéu cau nay: dang lén tan khu vyc gitta san. Vidic va Ferdinand choi phong ngw
thién vé kiéu cii hon. Ho la nhitng trung vé cé dau 6c, nam dugc tran dau tot,
khong dé bi bat bai, va choi rat an y v4i nhau. Mdc du vay, cang ngay toi cang c6
thé cho nhiéu cau thu khac nhau choi & vi tri trung vé, va Jones la mot phan quan
trong trong suy nghi cua toi.

T6i nghi Evans can mot si dong vién. Cau ay khong danh gia cao viéc t6i ky
hgp dong véi Jones va Smalling. Diéu nay khién Evans dat ra cau hoi vé cach
déanh gia cda toi d6i v6i cau ay. Nhung Evans da ty minh chitng minh dwgc ban
than va ngay cang choi tét hon. T6i luon thay phan khdi khi m6t cau tha phan
tng v&i nhitng ban hop déng méi bang cach no lyc gap doi.

Tom Cleverley, mot cau thu tré day hy vong khac, la nan nhan ctia mot ca
tac bong kinh hoang trong tran dau vdi Bolton vao dau mua giai do, chan thuwong
nay da giét chét mot nam choi béng cua cau dy theo nhiéu cach. Tom trd lai sau
khodng mét thang va ching t6i da cho cau ay thi ddu ngay tran gap Everton. Vét
thuwong tai phat sau do da khién Cleverley phai nghi thi dau khoang ba thang.
Chung t6i 1én ké hoach gwti cau ay di phau thuat, nhung Tom khong dong y, va
diéu d6 khién Tom phai nghi thi dau trong vong chin thang! Cau &y muon tiép tuc
choi béng, va da choi duge, nhung vao thoi diém do t6i da cé sw trd lai cia
Scholes va Carrick. Khong thé dwa Tom vao thi ddu déu dan dugc nita.

Cleverley la mot cau tha va la mot chang trai rat khéo léo, rat thong minh.
Cau ay co dong va la mot tay dit diém t6t. Tom da & doi tuyén tham gia Olympic
London, diéu nay khién t6i hai long vi cau ay can mot thir thach dé tang s ty tin
cda minh lén. Darren Fletcher, trong khi dé, dang phdi chién ddu v4i mot can
bénh dwong rudt. Mua hé nam 2012 la thoi diém Ié ra Fletcher nén phau thuat,
nhung cau dy chua du sitc khoe dé thue hién ca mo. Vi tinh trang siec khoe giam
stit, cau ay sé phdi nghi thi dau cho tGi tan thang Mudi hai. Mua giai trede do toi
dé Fletcher thuc hién vai nhiém vu hudn luyén véi doi dw bi va cau ta rat thich
tha véi chuyén do. Scholesy da tré lai véi doi maot. Darren da c6 mot vai budi noéi
chuyén vao gio nghi trong cac tran dau cua ddi dy bj va gay an twgng tot.

De Gea, cau thu méi 20 tudi khi chiing t6i ky hgp dong véi gia 24 triéu euro
tr Atlético Madrid, da c6 m6t khéi dau khong tét. R6 rang la cau ta thiéu voc
dang to 16n nhw cta Van der Sar hay Schmeichel. De Gea can khac phuc nhitng
khiém khuyét vé thé hinh va chiing t6i da soan ra mét chwong trinh dé gitp cau
ay c6 thém co bap. Mat rac roi cho De Gea la ching t6i da mat Ferdinand va
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Vidic trong tran dau dau tién cua chién dich Premier League 2011-2012: tran
thang 2-1 trwedc West Bromwich Albion, trong tran nay De Gea da dé vut mot ca
stut yéu lyc cta Shane Long. T6i da mo ta nhitng thit thach ma cau ta nhan dwoc
trong khu viec cam dia cua ching t6i & West Brom la “l16i chao mirng dén nuwéc
Anh” danh cho De Gea.

Vidic da nghi thi dau trong sau tuan, con Rio ciing phai nghi mat ba tuan. De
Gea do vay chi c6 Smalling va Jones choi treéc mdt minh. Toan nhitng cau tha
tré. De Gea da choi t6t nhung chac chan la van con thiéu trinh do. Cau ay gap van
deé trong viéc kiém soat cac cau thu phia tredc minh. Khi ching t6i gap Liverpool
tai khuon kho cup FA vao thang Mot, De Gea da nhan ban thua dau tién tir mot
tinh huéng da phat géc. Cau ay 1€ ra 1én xt 1y tinh hudng dé tét hon: khong chi
c6 cau ay ma ca Evans va Smalling, hai trung vé tham gia vao tinh huéng do.

Vi tri cta ho qua té, da khién De Gea bi khoa chét trong khu virc 5m50,
nhuwng chinh tht mén 1a nguwoi phai nhan 16i trong nhitng khoanh khac khong
vitng vang d6. Trong tran dau mang tinh quyét dinh tai Premier League gap
Manchester City tai san Etihad vao thang Tu sau do, Jones da gay trd ngai va
ngan can De Gea lao ra can pha qua phat goc tir d6 dan dén ban thing ctda
Kompany. R rang ching t6i can cé sy diéu chinh dé tién bo hon trong khu vuc
nay. Mac du vay, khi mua gidi cham rdi tro6i qua, De Gea ngay cang hiéu qua va
tw tin hon. Mot vai pha ciu thua ctia De Gea thuc sw ky diéu. Nhitng cam nhan
va xét doan mang tinh ban nang cua ching t6i vé cac cau thi dwong nhu ludén
ding. De Gea la mot trong nhitng thi mon tré tudi xuat sac nhat va ching toi tw
hao khi c6 cau ta trong doi hinh, noi cau ta c6 thé phat trién nhuw nhiéu cau tha
khac da ting lam truwdc day. Tai Real Madrid, trong tran lugt di vong 16 doi
Champions League vao thang 2-2013, De Gea da cttu thua an twong tir nhitng pha
dit diém cua Ronaldo, Fabio Coentrao va Sami Khedira.

David khong thé néi tiéng Anh va cau dy phai hoc cach lai xe, mot vi du
minh hoa cho thdy David con tré nhw thé nao. Khong hé dé dang chit nao cho
mot tht mon tir chdu Au dén Anh thi dau & tudi 20. Néu nhd lai nhitng vu chuyén
nhwong 16n cta cac thu mon trong hai thap ky tré lai day, Buffon da rat noi tiéng
tir thoi diém cau ay dén Juventus khi con 1a mot chang trai tré. Nhung 6 rét it tha
mon v6i thwong vu tam cd nhw De Gea dén Manchester United ma c6 thé téa
sang ngay lap tirc. Du vay, ching to6i luon luén dau tw vao twong lai. De

Gea sé la mot trong nhitng cau tha xuat sac nhat va t6i rat vui khi cau ay
dwgc xwéng tén trong doi hinh xuat sdc nhat do PFA (Professional Footballers’
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Association - Hiép hoi cac cau tha nha nghé) binh chon vao mua gidi cudi cung
cua toi.

Jones da khong may vao mua gidi 2011-2012 d6 khi dinh phai mot loat
nhitng chan thwong 14t vat. Young c6 mot mua gidi dang khich 1&é caa minh, véi
tam ban thang ghi dugc - m6t con s6 khong to6i cho mot cau tha chay canh. Young
c6 thé doc tran dau tot va thé hién mot nén tang thé lyc sung man. Gia nhu cau ta
nhanh hon chit nita thi sé hoan thién biét bao, nhung t6c do cua cau dy khong da
nhanh, va Young danh phat trién th6i quen dwa béng sang chan phdi, chan thuan
cta cau ta, va chuyén bong bang chan dé. Young ciing xuat sac @ giita san, nhung
chiing t6i may man c6 nhiéu lya chon t6t & khu viee d6 ctia san bong. Mac du vay,
toi rat hai long vdi Ashley. Cau ay la mot nguoi kin tiéng va siéng tap luyén. Ba
ngwoi bon ho - Jones, Young va De Gea - déu la nhitng cau tha gidi.

Y twdng mang Paul Scholes trd lai tuyén Anh da duwgc thdo luan so lwoc,
nhung chwa bao gio né la mot kha nang thue sy. Paul thwong mét nhoai vao cudi
cac tran dau trong nhitng nam cudi sy nghiép do cau ta khong c6 t6 chat sitc khoe
nhu Giggs, ngoai ra Paul cling khong man ma véi viéc choi bong ¢ cap do tuyén
qubc gia mot lan nita. Scholesy van mang lai cho chiing t6i nhip d6 va nén tang
trong cac tran dau khi cau dy trd lai vao thang 1-2012. Khong c6 ai tét hon Paul
trong viéc gilt nhip d6 béng. Thang than ma noéi, Lién doan bong da Anh da chap
nhan viéc Paul khong thich dwgc goi trd lai tuyén. Tro ly cua Fabio Capello da
ti€ép can véi cau ay trudc World Cup nam 2010 nhuwng khong hé c6 dong thai nao
trvdc thém Euro 2012 dién ra ¢ Phan Lan va Ukraine.

Carrick 1a mét treong hop thu vi khac. Khéng cé huan luyén vién truédng doi
tuyén Anh nao xem cau ay la mot tién vé trong doi hinh chinh thic. Michael
thuong xuyén ngoi trén ghé dw bi cta tuyén Anh, va cau ta khong mong muon
phdi trdi qua cd mua he EURO 2012 véi vai tro “nguwdi quan sat” nita. Du sao
Carrick cling da tan dung dugc co hoi dé chita tri chan thwong & got Achilles cta
minh!

Bat lgi cua Micheal, theo t6i, 1a cau ay thiéu sy diing manh, li Ilgm cua Frank
Lampard hay Steven Gerrard. Lampard la mot cau tha c6 cong hién phi thuong
cho Chelsea, nhung t6i khong nghi cau dy la mét cau tha quoc té wu td. Va toi
cling la mot trong so it ngwdi cdm thay Gerrard khong phai 1a mot cau tha hang
dau. Khi Scholes va Keane c6 mat trong doi hinh cta ching t6i, Gerrard hiém khi
c6 dwgc mot cu sut nguy hiém vé phia MU! V@i tuyén Anh, Michael Carrick da
phai chiu dung cai bong qué 16n cda hai cau thu vira néu.
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Két hgp Lampard va Gerrard la mot con ac mong doi véi nhitng huan luyén
vién trudng cua tuyén Anh, vi ho khong phu hgp véi nhau trong doi hinh 4-4-2.
Vao nam 2006, doi tuyén Anh da van hanh t6t hon v6i Hargreaves & vi tri tién vé
trung tam. Tién thé, trong tran ti* két World Cup ma Anh thua B6 Bao Nha nam
2006, to6i da bao Steve McClaren rang 6ng ay va Eriksson 1€ ra nén lam sao dé
cac cau tha an mirng va phan khdi 1én khi di dén dwgc loat sut luan lvu véi chi 10
cau thu trén san, sau khi Rooney bi dudi. Cac cau thu thwe hién loat stt luan lwu
cta Eriksson nén cam nhan duwgc y nghia cia thanh tyu da dat dwgce du ¢ thé bat
lgi. Nhitng diéu nhé bé nhw vay c6 thé tao ra anh hudng t6t trong loat da 11m can
nao ngay sau dé! N6 c6 thé nang cao tinh than ctia cac cau tha tuyén Anh.

T6i c6 mot so théa thuan ky la lién quan dén tuyén Anh. Sau khi Capello tw
chitc, Lién doan béng da Anh viét thu cho t6i yéu cau t6i khong binh luan gi vé
vi tri huan luyén vién trudng sap t6i cua doi tuyén Anh. Vao thoi diém do, moi
nguwoi dang néi vé Harry Redknapp nhw mot (tng vién cé thé mang lai thanh
cong, va tat ca nhitng diéu t6i lam 1a tan thanh vGi quan diém chung do, rang
Harry hoan toan li twéng phu hgp véi vai tro HLV truwdng doi tuyén quoc gia. T6i
khong biét sao ho lai sttng c6 vdéi t6i nhw vay. Ro rang ho da nghi trong dau la
Harry sé khong tré thanh huan luyén vién truedng tiép theo ctia ddi tuyén Anh,
madc du moi nguwdi déu cho la nhu thé!

T6i da hai lan dwgc moi dan dat doi tuyén Anh. Adam Crozier, Gidm déc
diéu hanh cua Lién doan bong da Anh tir nam 2000 dén 2002, da dén gap to6i
tredc khi Eriksson duwgc bé nhiém vao nam 2001. Lan dau tién xay ra trudc do,
khi Martin Edwards la cha tich, vao khoang thoi gian Kevin Keegan 1én nam doi
nam 1999.

Nhung qua that khong c6 kha nang nao dé t6i nghi dén viéc dan dat doi
tuyén Anh ca. Ban c6 thé twdng twgng ra chuyén do w, mot ngwdi Scotland nhw
t6i nam quyén dan dat doi tuyén bong da Anh? T6i ludn dua rang néu nhén vi tri
do, toi sé dwa ho xudng vi tri... thi 150 trén bang xép hang thé gidi, véi Scotland
0 vi tri 149!

Vi tri hudn luyén vién trudng cta doi tuyén Anh doi héi mot tai nang riéng
biét - d6 la kha nang kiém soat gidi truyén thong. Steve McClaren da pham sai
lam khi c6 gang két than v6i mot hay hai to bao. Néu ban loai bé 90% ra, nhitng
nguwoi khac sé deo bam ban. Néu mot nguwdi dwa ra nhitng tin tic c6 1gi, nhitng
nguoi khac sé san lung ban. Khong, t6i chang ham nam 1én mét céi givong véi
day dinh nhon dau, cac ban a!
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hai muoi hai

MAN CITY - NHUNG NHA VO PICH

Khi vé dén nha, Cathy noi, “Pay la ngay t6i té nhat trong cudc doi cua em.
Em khong thé chiu duwng dwgc chuyén nay thém nita.” D6 la budi chiéu ngay Cha
nhat 13-5-2012, mot ky niém buon. Véi nhitng khan gid trung 1ap, d6 1a mot két
thic kich tinh nhat trong lich s cudc dua gianh danh hiéu Premier League.
Nhung doi v6i chung t6i thi d6 1a mot noéi dau, khi MU da gan nhw danh roi vi tri
dan dau rat vitng vang ctia minh trede d6. Ching t6i da khong gitt dugc nguyén
tac cuia Manchester United - khong bao gio tir bo vi tri dan dau. Nhung hom dé
Manchester City da tré thanh nhitng nha vo dich mé&i ctia nwéc Anh.

T6i cam thdy maéi mét, nhwng dong thoi cling nhan dwgc sy dau kho cua vg
toi. “Cathy,” toi bat dau, “ching ta c6 mot cudc song tuyét voi, va ching ta da co
nhitng giai doan thanh cong ruc rd.”

“Em biét,” Cathy noéi, “nhung em sé khong ra ngoai nita. C6 qua nhiéu
nguwoi ham m6 Man City ¢ thanh pho nay.”

Doi luc ban quén mat rang sy that bai c6 thé dnh hwéng 1én gia dinh ban
nhiéu hon chinh ban than ban. Ba di¥a con cua t6i da dan quen véi nhitng chu ky
chién thang va that bai dan xen nhau cia MU. Nhitng dita chau cua t6i thi con
qua nho dé hiéu dugc diéu d6. Lan nay moi thit han nhién t6i té hon vi Man City
la nhitng ngwdi an mirng chién thang trwdc ching t6i, va vi ching t6i da gan nhw
c6 dugc chite vo dich trong tay nhung lai ném n6 di. Trong tat ca nhitng that bai
ma t6i da phai chiu dung, khong that bai nao c6 thé té hon viéc mat chitc vo dich
vé tay City.

T6i da doi dau vGi 14 doi huan luyén vién ctia Man City tir nam 1986, bat
dau la Jimmy Frizzell. Cu6i cing mot huan luyén vién trweéng cia doéi tha cung
thanh pho ciing danh bai dugc téi & ngay thoi diém két thic cudc dua. Mot nam
sau, Roberto Mancini tr@ thanh huan luyén vién truedng thit 14 cua City thua cudc
va phai nghi viéc trwde khi toi vé huwu. Roberto ra di sau that bai tai tran chung
két cip FA trudc Wigan Athletic vao thang 5-2013. Luc dé ching t6i da lai la
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nhitng nha vo dich Premier League, lan thit 20. Chuing t6i da gianh lai 1gi thé tw
Man City. Nhung ca nhan t6i sé khong con co hdi danh bai ho thém lan nao nira.

Vao dau mua giai 2011-2012, t6i cam thdy day sé la cudc dua gitta ching
toi, City va Chelsea. Sau mé6t khéi dau thyc sy thuan 1gi, mot trong nhitng khéi
dau to6t nhat caa MU, t6i budc phai thay doi doi hinh rat nhiéu vi cac chan
thwong. Chién thang 8-2 triréc Arsenal la that bai nang né nhat doi véi ho tir nam
1986, khi ho thua Loughborough Town véi ti s6 8-0. Thuyc sy thi cach biét gitta
hai bén trong tran d6 da c6 thé 1én t6i... 20 ban thang! Moi chuyén dién ra dé
dang dén mitc t6i tham nghi “Thoi lam on di ma, dirng c6 thém ban thang nao
nita”. D6 qua la mot sy nhuc nha déi vai Arséne. Thoi tiét tai Arsenal khong may
tot dé bat dau tran dau. Nhung ching t6i da choi tht béong da tuyét diéu ngay
hom dé. Tinh thém ca nhitng co hdi ma hai bén bé 16, ti s6 16 ra da c6 thé la 12-4
hoac 12-5!

Arsenal trinh lang mdét cau thu tré choi & khu vyc gitta san: Francis
Coquelin, nguwdi ma trude dé téi hau nhw khong nghe tén, va sau do cling gan nhw
khong dwoc thi dau lai nita. Cau ta hoan toan khong cé sy chuan bi. Nhung cau
tha khién t6i thue sy that vong ngay hom do 1a Arshavin, nguwdi da co6 thé bi dudi
khoi san vi hai cu tac béng ghé rgn theo kiéu bé bong da ngwdi. Arshavin rd rang
da thay doi qua nhiéu, tir mot cau thu thwong xuyén bi choi xdu bdi cac cau thu
khac nay bat dau tim cach tra diia doi phwong. Hanh dong cta cau ta khién t6i bi
soc. Arshavin chang dong gop gi vao tran dau do6. That dang that vong khi thay
diéu do, ngay ca khi toi la hudn luyén vién doi phwong! Cudi cung Arsene da
thay cau ta ra bang mot cau tha tré. Hom do ro rang Arsenal vang vai cau thu
quan trong, va da khong con la chinh minh khi khong c6 sy gop mat cta Fabregas
va Nasri.

Vi li do dé t6i da gach tén Arsenal khdi cudc dua gianh danh hiéu. D6i véi
t0i, trung vé Per Mertesacker ctia ho khong phai la mot ban hgp dong 16n. Cau ta
thudc dang cau thu Birc kha phd bién. T6i khong cho cau ta la cau thu kém,
nhung ciing khong nghi cau ta c6 kha nang dwa Arsenal 1én mot tam cao hon.
Arsenal can nhitng cau tha cé thé gay anh hwdng tryc tiép 1én nhitng man trinh
dién va két qua cua ho.

T6i da thdy chién lwge nay phat trién trong cach mua cau tht cta Arsenal.
Ching t6i da xem thir Marouane Chamakh, tién dao cia Arsenal, tir lic cau ta
con choi cho Bordeaux. Chiing t6i c6 nhitng tuyén trach vién giéi & Phap nhung
ho chwa bao gio danh gia cao cdu ta. Olivier Giroud cling twong tu: Arséne duong
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nhw san sang mua cac cau thu Phap c6 trinh d6 nhw vay va t6i cam thay ong ta
duong nhw danh gia hoi cao bong da Phap noi chung.

Sau chién thang 8-2 trudc Arsenal la tro hé trén san nha vdéi tran thua 1-6
tredc Manchester City. Thuce ra chung toi da hanh ha ho trong 40 phut cua tran
dau do, hoan toan 4p dao va 1€ ra da dan trwedc ba hodc bon ban. Nhung 6ng trong
tai da cho phép Micah Richards da vao ngudi Ashley Young, bé qua nam 16i lién
tiép. Khi hiép mot két thic chiing t6i thyce sy dang kiém soét tran dau, nhung
ngay sau gio giai lao MU bi du6i mot cau tha! Néu ban xem lai tran ddu, Mario
Balotelli da kéo Jonny Evans tridc, nhung sau dé trung vé cia chung toi khién
cau ta nga xudng va bi duoi.

Vi vay khi bi dan 0-2 t6i da c6 sy thay doi va dwa Phil Jones, m6t cau tha
lu6n lao vé phia truéc, vao san. Khan gia nhw phéat cuéng khi ching t6i da kéo
tran dau trd lai ti s6 3-1, dwong nhv mot cudc 16i ngwge dong noi tiéng da hién
hién trir6dc mat ho. Fletcher da ghi dwgc mét ban thang tuyét dep, va ching t6i bat
dau tan cong trd lai. Than 6i, chi trong bdy phtt cudi tran ching t6i lai phédi nhan
ba ban thua - mot cudc tw sat that su.

Néu chi nhin vao két qua chung cudc thi c6 vé MU da bi lam nhuc nhung
thue chat do6 chi la syt sat. Chang c6 thoi diém nao trong tran dau dé City to6 ra
vuot troi so véi chung t6i. Cong bang ma noi, khi ti s6 1a 3-0 ho da cé dugc
khoang cach an toan, nhung ho khong choi néi thit bong da c6 thé xé ching t6i
thanh tttng manh.

Budc ngodt cudi cung cua tran dau la mot sy ho then, mot tro hé that sy. Va
no6 khién to6i khong cho phép Rio Ferdinand danh cuwgc vao toc do cia minh thém
mot lan nao nita, bdi toc do cua cau dy da suy giam. Khi Rio c6 toc do cao nhat,
cau ay sé cho cau thua doéi phwong thdy minh muén pha bong & dau va sau doé loai
bé anh ta. Bay gid Rio thir lam diéu do6 véi David Silva va da khong thé danh bai
doi phuong khi ngoat bong. Tran dau do 1a mot vét truot dai déi véi Rio.

Thi m6n De Gea ciling hoan toan bi soc. Dé lot lwéi téi sau ban thang, va
cau ta khéng cham dwgc vao qua bong lan nao trong cd sau lan do. Chuing t6i
cling da mat Welbeck, ngudi dang tré thanh mot cau tha hitu dung cho doi.

Sau tiéng coi chung cudc, toi ndi vdi cac cau tht ho nén ty thay ho then vé
ban than. Sau dé chuing t6i 1én ké hoach tap trung sw chu y vé khau phong ngw
cta doi bong. Duong nhuw tai diy dang c6 mot khe ha hay 16 ro can dugc bit lai!
S diéu chinh r6t cudc da giip ching toi c6 dwgc mot giai doan 6n dinh, khi MU
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choi day chac chan ¢ hang phong ngy. Ching t6i doi héi cac cau tha phai trg vé
dang vi tri, tap trung va choi phong ngw nghiém tuc hon.

Sau tham bai 1-6 néi trén, ching t6i bi Man City bo xa t6i 9 diém, nhung
vao ngay dau ndm mdi thi khoang cach da giam xudng chi con 3 diém. That bai
trede Blackburn Rovers trén san nha la mot ca soc thuce su, dic biét khi n6 dién
ra trong ngay sinh nhat lan thit 70 cua t6i (du dé chang phai la diéu gi m&i mé
trong cac dip sinh nhat cta t6i: vao sinh nhat lan thi¢ 50 cta t6i, MU ciing bi danh
bai vdi ty so 1-4 bdi Queens Park Rangers!). Khi gap Blackburn, t6i da treo gio
Evans, Gibson va Rooney vi t0i di choi dém hom trwdc va trd vé san tap trong
trang thai nhéch nhéac. Carrick va Giggs thi bi chan thwong. Tét ca nhitng diéu dé
buoc t6i phai xép Rafael va Ji-Sung Park choi & gitra san. Doi tha Blackburn lai
choi tot trong ngay hom dé. Sau khi MU g& hoa 2-2, ho c6 dwgc mot qua phat
goc. De Gea da khong kiém soat t6t qua phat nay, va Grant Hanley da ghi ban
quyét dinh...

Trong giai doan do, cau lac b6 Manchester United da quyét dinh dung tén t6i
dé dat cho mé6t khan dai tai Old Trafford ma khong hé cho t6i biét tredc. Khi toi
buwéc vao san, hai doi xép hang dé danh dau 25 nam t6i lam huan luyén vién
trwdng cta United - mot diéu that tuyét voi. Cac cau tha Sunderland treede day
titng da cho MU nhw Brown, Bardsley va Richardson déu cwdi rat twoi va tan
dwong t6i. T6i cam thdy tu hao vé diéu do6. Toi duge dé nghi buwdce téi vong tron
gitta san dé gap David Gill. Nhin thdy 6ng ta dang c6 thit gi d6 dudi chan, toi
nghi chac do sé la mot mén qua tang cho t6i. Nhwng khi t6i t6i cho Gill, 6ng ta
bén chi tay cho t6i thdy vé khan dai & phia Nam san van dong. R6 rang chi David
va nhitng ngudi tham gia vao viéc nay biét dwgc chuyén gi dang dién ra. Moi thi
déu dwoc gilr bi mat.

David doc mot bai phat biéu va sau d6 xoay t6i lai dé t6i thady nhitng dong
chit d6. Trong doi ban, sé c6 nhitng gidy phut khién ban boi réi khi cam thay,
“Minh khong xitng véi diéu nay”; va day chinh la mot trong nhitng gidy phut do.
David thye sy da nghi rat nhiéu dé c6 duwgc mot sy “ghi cong” vdi toi vé 25 nam
phuc vu MU. Anh khién t6i boi roi khi néi, “Ching t6i muoén tac twgng anh,
nhung anh c6 nghi 1a ching t6i nén dgi dén khi anh hoan thanh céng viéc
khong?”, va rang “Chuing t6i phdi lam gi d6 dé ghi céng anh, nhung ding la
chiing t6i cling khong chac la nén lam gi?” Cau trd 161 ma David Gill tim ra that
la tuyét voi. Toi da la huan luyén vién trwedng cta United trong 1.410 tran dau,
nén khoanh khac dé khong khién t6i nghi gi thém vé viéc nghi hvu. Nhung sau
tran cudi cung cua mua giai 2011-12, t6i ndi véi cac con t6i, “Co 1é dén ldc roi
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cac con a, mot mua giai nita va ba sé vé hwu,” béi vi vi tri nay da khién t6i qua
mét moi. Gidy phut cudi cung da khién t6i hoan toan kiét stic.

Bi loai khéi Champions League tir vong bang la 16i cta t6i. T6i da chu quan
v6i vong dau nay. Nhitng nam tredc, MU déu vugt qua vong dau bang trude do
mot cach thodi mai va nhin vao vong dau bang lan nay t6i cdm thay moi chuyén
sé thuan 1gi, mdc du di nhién t6i khong bao gio n6i nhu vay truée cong ching.

T6i da gitt sic cho 2-3 cau tha chinh khi ching t6i thi ddu vdi Benfica trén
san khach. Chung t6i ra vé vGi mot tran hoa du da choi rat tot. Sau do, khi gap
Basel, chiing t6i dan triedc 2-0 va cha dong choi cham lai, nhung cu6i cing tran
ddu lai két thuc véi ti s6 hoa 3-3. Ho da thang tran dau tién ctia minh, nén sau
tran dau nay ho da c6 nhiéu hon chiing t6i hai diém. Chung t6i thang hai tran tiép
theo truedc Cluj, nhung Benfica va Basel van bam du6i quyét liét.

Chtng t6i da choi tot nhung chi hoa trén san nha khi tiép Benfica, két qua
nay c6 nghia la néu ching t6i thua Basel thi sé bi loai. Mat san & Thuy ST rat
meém va ching t6i da mat Vidic trong hiép dau bdi mot chan thwong nghiém
trong. Ho c6 cdp tién dao Frei va Streller choi tot, va da gianh chién thang vai ti
sO 2-1. Doi dau vdéi Basel trén san nha cua ho, cac cau tha da cha quan & khau
phong ngw, khong chiu tich cyc thu hoi bong.

O Carling Cup chting tdi bi loai béi Crystal Palace, doi béng da chudn bj t6t
dé thi dau véi cac cau thu tré cua ching t6i. League Cup ludon duge xem la mot
giai dau phu doéi véi MU. Chung toi cting bi loai khoi Cup FA & vong bon sau khi
da danh bai Man City trwéc d6. Vi su tap trung lic bay gid dugc danh cho
Premier League, ching t6i da khong tién xa & Europa League, bi loai b&i Athletic
Bilbao vao dau thang Ba véi that bai 2-3 trén san nha. Téi da mudn gianh chic
vo dich Europa League va thé hién dang cap cia MU mét cach ding dan. Nhung
thanh tich trén san nha cua chiing tdi & chdu Au nim dé quéa nghéo nan: chi thing
mot trong nam tran dau!

Vao thoi diém do6 ban sé thdy kho &. Ban bi loai & vong bang Champions
League, co tran thua 1-6 tru6c Man City va bi loai khéi Carling Cup trén san nha
boi Crystal Palace. Ban c6 mot tht thach phia trugc. Nhung ching toi -
Manchester United - khong gdp van dé véi nhitng diéu d6. Chung t6i c6 nang
lwgng va tap trung toan bo nang lwgng do vao Premier League. Phong do ctia MU
sau do, tri tran dau véi Blackburn Rovers, that dang kinh ngac. Gitta thang Mot
va dau thang Ba, ching t6i danh bai Arsenal va Tottenham trén san khéach, danh
bai Liverpool va hoa v&i Chelsea.
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Vao thang Hai, vu lum xum gitta Sudrez va Evra lai n6i l1én khi Suérez twr
choi bat tay Patrice trong mot tran dau tai Old Trafford. T6i tap trung cac cau thu
vao thit Ba tuan dién ra tran ddu d6 va néi véi ho, “T6i nghi cac cau can phai
rong lwgng.” Ho khong san sang vé diéu do. T6i kién tri nhac lai quan diém cta
minh: phai rong lwgng hon, phai ngudi 16n hon ho. Dan dan ho da déi y va thay
doi y nghi vé viéc bat tay. Ferdinand, cau tha kinh nghiém nhét, cling titng lan
can trong suy nghi vi mot vu twong tu gitta John Terry va Anton Ferdinand. Vao
thir Sau ho da thoai mai vai viéc do, va quyét dinh la sé c6 mot cai bat tay ti phia
Evra.

T6i da xem lai doan bang ctda sy ¢6 trén nhiéu lan. Sudrez dwong nhuw nhanh
hon khi cau ta di qua Evra. C6 1€ cau ta nghi khong ai dé y thay diéu do. Khi
Sudrez di qua, Evra t6 ra byc boi va noi gi dé vdi cau ta. Tinh hudng doé két thic
rat nhanh, nhwng hau qua thi con kéo dai mai.

Khi Kenny Dalglish tra 1&i phong vén trede tran dau trén TV, 6ng ta da nhan
manh rang Suédrez da dong y bat tay véi Evra. Mot cau lac by tam cd nhw
Liverpool 1é ra nén c6 dong thai gi d6 vGi vu viéc nay nhung ho van cit dé Suérez
thi ddu nhw moi khi trong sudt trdn dau. T6i goi Sudrez la ‘n6i ho then cta
Liverpool’ va noéi rang tot hon la Liverpool loai bo cau ta ra khoi doi. Toi cling da
khién trach Patrice vi da an mirng qua gan Suarez khi cac cau thu roi khéi san.

Toan bd cau chuyén bat dau & Anfield khi Patrice ngoi & mot goc va to ra rat
buon. “Chuyén gi vay?” t6i hoi.

“Han ta goi t6i la mot moi den,” Patrice tra 10i.

To6i néi voi Patrice, dau tién can phai bao cao viéc nay vdi trong tai. Toi dén
phong trong tai cung v&i Patrice va néi véi trong tai chinh diéu khién tran dau,
“Nay, Patrice Evra noi rang cau dy bi phan biét ching toc.”

Phil Dowd, trong tai thi¢ tw, bat dau ghi lai moi thit. Trong tai chinh Andre
Marriner néi véi toi 6ng dy nghi thue su da cé gi do xay ra, nhuwng khong biét cu
thé. Patrice cho biét thém rang chuyén dé da xdy ra nhiéu lan trong tran dau. Sau
dé ho cho goi Kenny Dalglish vao. Tiép theo d6, khi ching t6i dang uéng ruou,
John Henry cling vao phong. Cau ta dugc gidi thiéu véi toi nhung khong noi gi
nhiéu. Con trai ctia Steve Clarke dang rét rigu. Mot hai vi 16n tudi nita cling dén
nhap hdi vdi ching t6i.

Nhung moi ngudi cling khong ai néi gi thém ca. Roi bong dung cau chuyén
nay no tung trén cac mat bao. Tiép do6, doi Liverpool mac nhitng chiéc ao thun
ung ho Sudrez, va t6i cho diéu nay la diéu ki cuc nhat doéi véi mot cau lac bo tam
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cd nhw ho. T6i cam thady MU da kiém soat t6t vu viéc, chu yéu vi ching to6i biét
rang chung t6i ding. Lién doan bong da da nhiéu lan yéu cau ching t6i khong
ban luan vé viéc nay, nhung Liverpool khong chiu dé& yén. O ché ching tdi,
David Gill sé khong cho phép bat ct huan luyén vién nao xw ly viéc nay theo
cach nhu vay. Bobby Chalton ciing thé. Ho déu la nhitng ngudi tirng trdi va biét
0 vé cudc séng nay. Trong khi duwdng nhw chdng cé ai & Livepool san sang kiém
ché con gian ctia Kenny Dalglish ca!

Suarez dén budi diéu tran va néi rang cau ta goi Evra la “Negrito” (Nguwoi da
den nho bé - ND). Vi chuyén gia néi rang duwgc, ban c6 thé goi ban cta ban la
“Negrito”, nhung ban khong thé goi mdt ngwdi la nhw vay, nhat 1a khi dang tranh
cdi, vi khi do tir nay tré thanh mot tir c6 ham y phan biét ching toc.

T6i dé Evra & ngoai trong tran dau Europa League trén san Ajax nam ngay
sau s c0 khong-bat-tay ¢ Old Trafford, vi dé la khoang thoi gian khé khan véi
Evra va cau ta can dwgc nghi ngoi. Evra la mot nguwdi tuy nho nhan nhuwng rat
manh mé. T6i thudng xuyén kiém tra tinh than cta Patrice, va cau ta da néi, “Toi
on, toi chang c6 gi phai xau ho ca, to6i cam thay t6i da lam nhitng diéu ding dan.
Nhitng diéu ma han ta néi vai toi méi dang ho then.”

Evra cling ndi rang cau ta chi lam moi th* nhan danh ban than minh trén
mot van dé mang tinh nguyén tac ca nhan, chi khéng cé y dinh hanh dong thay
mat cho cac cau tht da den dé tao ra mot cudc chién 16n vé chinh tri.

T6i nghi Kenny dwong nhw da bi cham t6i tw ai theo mdt cach nao dé. Van
de & day la khong c6 Peter Robinson & Anfield. Mot lanh dao nhw Robinson sé
khong bao gio' dé vu viéc cua Suéarez dién ra theo cach nhw vay. Nhitng gidm doc
diéu hanh tré tudi ¢ Liverpool hién nay qua than twgng Kenny va khong ai dam
noi, “Nay, cac anh hdy cw x& ding dan di, chuyén nay that 16n xon, hay nhé day
la Cau lac b béng da Liverpool.” Tét nhién, cong bang ma néi, khong ai c6 thé
xem nhe cach xti 1y tham kich Hillsborough that khéo l1éo va sac sdo ctia Kenny,
chinh sy kién nay da mang lai cho 6ng ta sy ton trong ma khong c6 rac réi nao vé
chinh tri nao sau nay c6 thé pha bé duogc.

Sau sy kién khai trrong birc twgng cia to6i, mot vinh dy khac dén véi téi la
gidi thwang Danh dy cia FIFA vao nam 2011. Tai budi 1€ trao thwéng t6i ngoi
canh Pep Guardiola va ngay tre6c mat Messi, Xavi va Iniesta - ba chang ngy 1am
phdo tha cua Barca! T6i cam thdy that vinh du khi ngoi & vi tri d6. Khi t6i ngoi
xuodng, ba nguwoi bon ho tién dén va bat tay téi. Xavi hdi, “Scholes thé nao roi,
thra ngai?” Trong bai phat biéu cia ngwoi gianh chién thang, Messi néi Qua
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bong vang nén duoc trao cho Xavi va Iniesta, vi theo cau ta thi “Chinh ho da tao
nén t6i.” Messi qua la mot chang trai khiém ton.

D6 la mot dém tha vi. Cha tich FIFA Sepp Blatter da cé nhitng 16i noi rat
chan thanh, cung nhitng thong diép tir cac doan bang video ctia Gordon Brown,
Tony Blair, José Mourinho, Eric Cantona, Ronaldo va David Beckham gui tdi.
Phan thuéng danh cho ca nhan t6i la dé danh dau va ton vinh 25 nam t6i cong
hién cho Manchester United. T6i n6i rang day la mot niém vinh du trong “anh
chiéu ta cta doi t6i.” Néu ban c6 thé nhin thay t6i ¢ cuéi mua giai do, ban sé nghi
la toi da ding.

T6i khong dung nhitng tran ddu vé moém vai City bdi vi téi cam thay chiing
toi kiém soat dwgc moi th. Tuy nhién, Patrick Vieira lai tuyén b6 viéc mang
Scholes trg lai sau khi cau ay nghi huwu vao thang 1-2012 la dau hiéu chitng to
MU da suy yéu. Trong mua gidi dé chiing t6i da c6 buéc chay da tuyét voi cho
dén khi bi danh bai tai Wigan, noi ching t6i khong thue sw choi tot. Tran dau giét
chét chung t6i la tran choi trén san nha gap Everton vao ngay 22-4. Khi chi con
bdy phut, ching t6i van dang dan 4-2, nhwng r6i Patrice Evra sut tring c6t doc,
va sau do6 ngay lap titc Everton phan cong va ghi ban. Thay vi 5-2 ti so lai thanh
4-3. Khi két thic tran dau vdi ty s6 hoa dién r6 4-4, toi da linh cdm chuing toi sé
mat chitc vo dich. Cung thoi gian d6 Manchester City thang dé tai Wolves dé rt
ngan khodng céach vdi chiing t6i xudng chi con ba diém, va tran derby tai san nha
City sé la tran quyét dinh. Bung la MU da ty ban vao chan minh! T6i biét tran
dau trén san cua City sé rat khé khan: ho sé choi theo kiéu giét chét tran dau,
giam nhip do tran dau xu6ng, pham 16i trén san cua chiing t6i va chuyén béng
cho Nasri va Silva dé ho ré dat. Vao giai doan nay Manchester City da rat ranh ré
nhitng chién thuat ranh ma nhuw thé!

Tai Etihad chiing t6i muén hai cau thu chay canh bé vao trong moi lic dé ho
trg Rooney, va cho Ji-Sung Park choi ¢ khu vuc ctia Yaya Touré dé theo sat cau
tha nay. Khong c6 ai lam viéc dé tot hon Park. Vé thé chat Park khong thé do véi
Touré, nguwdi c6 thé hinh rat tot, nhwng t6i can phai thir va c6 gang ngan chan sy
de doa ti* nhitng budc chay 1én vén day ma manh ctia Touré. Nhung t6i da sai
lam khi Nani choi té hai dém hom dé. To6i thay Valencia vao va cau ta choi tot
hon rét nhiéu, nhung City da dan trede 1-0 va bat dau phé hay tran dau. Ro6i trung
vé Smalling bi loai bo béi cti da phat goc ctia David Silva cho Vincent Kompany
danh dau ghi ban triéc ngay gio nghi - mot ban thang that kho chap nhan dwgec.

MU da choi t6t trong 20 phut dau, nam dwgc quyén kiém soat bong va co
nhiéu tinh hudéng nguy hiém. Chung t6i da quyét dinh sé choi chat ché & cac
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tuyén. Zabaleta lién tuc lén bong & bién trai va kiém dwgc nhitng qua phat goc.
Khoéng c6 gi xay ra & canh phdi cia Clichy, hau hét cac dot tdn cong cua City déu
dén tir Zabaleta, va ching t6i da bi ghi ban tir chinh mot qua phat goc nhuw thé.

Néu c6 thé gitt ty s6 0-0 khi két thic hiép mot, ching t6i da cé thé thang tran
ddu. Chung t6i da c6 ké hoach cho hiép hai, mot cach choi bong ma theo do
Welbeck sé vao thay Park. Nhung Nigel de Jong da ngay 1ap t&c pham 16i tir phia
sau doi vGi cau ta, va Danny da phai ng6i ngoai san sudt phan con lai cia mua
giai cho dén khi thi dau lai cho tuyén Anh. De Jong chi phai nhan thé vang vai 16i
tac bong vao mat ca chan ctia Welbeck!

Roberto Mancini lién tuc quay ray trong tai thi tw su6t tran dau: do la Mike
Jones, ngudi ma t6i cho rang khong phai la mot trong tai manh mé. Khi De Jong
thue hién ct tac béng d6 doi vai Welbeck, Mancini lao dén dé bao vé cau tha cta
minh. T6i da c6 tranh cdi nhé véi Mancini chinh trong tinh huéng dé. Roberto da
c6 ging chi phdi trong tai thi¥ tw va t6i thay vay 1a qua da roi. Ong ta tham chi goi
trong tai di lai phia minh dé noéi chuyén, dé c6 thé tan dung dam dong co6 dong
vién nha ditng ngay gan do6 ho hét tao ap luc Ién trong tai! Trong tai chinh Andre
Marriner da dé Mike Jones ty x@ 1y chuyén nay, va két qua thi nhw da néi & trén.
Con vé tran dau thi Yaya Touré chinh la ngudi da tao nén sy khac biét, khong co6
gi phai nghi ngo vé diéu dé. Cau ta cau thu choi hay nhat trong tran thang chiing
toi 1-0. Yaya la cau tha tuyét voi, téi phai néi nhw vay!

Khéng c6 su thu dich sau tran dau do. Roberto va toi da cung uéng rugu voi
nhau. Can phong khi d6 chat nich ngwoi, dwong nhv ai cling c6 mdt, tre Frank
Sinatra. T6i n6i véi Mancini, “That ky la, lam thé nao ching ta c6 thé néi chuyén
V@i tat ca nhitng nguoi dang & day?”

MGt diéu ngac nhién vé Mancini trong thdi gian lam huan luyén vién truéng
& City 1a thai do cta dng ta d6i véi Carlos Tévez. Ong ta da c6 co hdi thé hién
quan diém ctia minh doi vdi viéc mot s6 cau thu té ra c6 quyeén luc tai CLB, va
toi nghi 1€ ra Mancini phdi sa thai Tevez. Thay vao do, sau vu huc hdc cta ho tai
mot tran dau thudc khuon khé Champions League tai Dic, Tévez bd thang vé
Argentina trong ba thang dé... danh golf, va sau d6 quay lai néi rang cau ta mudn
thi dau dé gianh chi¢c v6 dich Premier League cho CLB!

Viéc chap nhan Tévez trd lai cho thdy sy tuyét vong ctia Mancini. Ma cling
c6 thé ong cha Sheikh Mansour da can thiép vao phut chét. Téi nhé rd Mancini
da ndi, “Cau ta sé khong bao gio thi dau cho t6i mdt lan nao nita.” Néu Edin
Dzeko hay Balotelli khéng vui va bién mat trong ba thang, liéu ho c6 bi doi xw
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khac vGi Tévez hay khong? Mancini da bi gdy ong dap lung 6ng khi tw lam ton
hai uy tin ctia nguwdi huan luyén vién treong.

T6i nghe n6i mot s6 cau thu va nhan vién khong thich Mancini, nhung 6ng
ta khong ¢ d6 dé dugc wa thich. Cac két qua cia doi bong sé chitng minh nhitng
phwong phap huan luyén cia HLV. Mancini lwa chon cac cau tha rat hiéu qua, can
bang, ké ca vé khia canh tudi tac. T6i tin rang 6ng ta mudn tranh chiéu mé cac
cau thu trén 30 va dwédi 24 tudi. Cac cau thu cia Mancini hau hét ¢ tam tr 24 dén
28 tudi. Hau hét ho déu dang & dinh cao, va theo ly thuyét ho sé gitp ong ta duy
tri mot doi hinh manh trong hai dén ba nam.

Veé chién thuat, Mancini c6 thién hwéng Italy kha ro rét: khi da dan diém,
ong ta thwong thi dau véi hang hau vé nam ngwoi. Mancini cé tw twdng phong
ngu khi khong mu6n dé mat bat c diém s6 nao. Diéu do6 cé thé khién ban phai
tra gia trong vai tran dau.

Tuy vay, khac biét vé s6 ban thang van la mot yéu t6. Trong hai tran con lai
ctia mua giai 2011-2012 gdp Swansea va Sunderland, ching t6i da no lyc lap day
khoang cach nay. Nhung khi gdp Swansea, Smalling va Giggs da bo 16 nhitng co
hoi. Chiing t6i da c6 thé dan tredc nam ban khi hiép mot két thiic. Qua hiép hai,
dén lugt Rooney va Cleverley tiép tuc bo 16 nhitng co hoi! Néu chuing t6i thang
vdi ti s0 5-0, chuing t6i sé rut ngan dwgc nam ban trong chénh 1éch hiéu s6 khi so
sanh v&i Manchester City. Trong tran gap Sunderland, thi m6n Simon Mignolet
cta ho da choi xuat than. Nhitng pha cttu thua cuia cau ta that khong twéng! Trong
khi d6, ching t6i stt doi ¢t doc hai lan, Rooney stit doi xa ngang... 1& ra MU da
c6 thé thang tGi 8-0! Va thé 1a Manchester City da gianh chitc vo dich Premier
League dva trén hiéu so ban thang bai!.

Sau cung, ban thang thitr 34 trong mua gidi cia Rooney ttt mot qua tat cua
Valencia la ban duy nhét cia MU trong trdn ddu cudi mua gap Sunderland, ty so
chi von ven la 1-0. Nhitng fan ham mo cta chung t6i that tuyét voi. T6i lién tuc
nhin vé phia chang trai tré trén kénh Sky, va cau ta néi rang ti s6 van la 2-1
nghiéng vé QPR trén san cta City. Con bao nhiéu phtt nita thi két thic tran?
Nam phtt bu gio. Nhung t6i da biét 1a moi chuyén chwa thé két thic. City da ghi
hai ban trong vong 125 gidy, nhd céng cua Dzeko va Agiiero. Ban thang cta
Dzeko duwgc thuc hién ¢ phut 91, giay 15, ngay sau do Agliero vugt qua hang
phong ngy cia Queens Park Ranger, thuc hién dap nha véi Mario Balotelli, va
tung ra cu sut giup ho gianh dugc danh hiéu dau tién trong vong 44 nam tré lai
day. Bong ho chi 93 phtit 20 giay!
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Chuing t6i da la nha v6 dich trong vong 30 gidy. Khi tiéng coi vang lén & tran
ddu cua ching t6i, MU la nhitng nha vo dich. D6i vdi cac cau thu caa ching t6i,
cong bang ma ndi ho da choi hét minh. Khong c6 gi phai haéi tiéc ca.

T6i n6i véi ho, “Hay ngang cao dau. Cac cau khong cé gi phai xau ho ca.
Dtrng t6 ra yéu dudi.” Ho hiéu thong diép d6. Nhitng bai phéng van cuia ho truéc
bdo gidi déu tich cyc. Toi da lam viéc t6i phéi lam: chiic ming City. Toi khéng
gdap van deé gi véi chuyén do.

Khong viéc gi phai dan vt ban than vé nhitng gi da c6 thé dién ra trong tran
City-QPR. Trong su nghiép cua toi tai Manchester United, ching toi tung 10i
nguwoc dong hét lan nay tdi lan khac va ching t6i sé lam diéu d6 nhiéu lan nita.
Cau hdi trong dau t6i mua hé nam do la: liéu City sé thi dau t6t hon? Ho da co
dwgc sy ty tin tir viéc gianh dwgc chie vo dich Premier League; khong c6 cau tha
nao qua tré, déi hinh caa ho la mét doi hinh day kinh nghiém & do tudi tir 24 dén
28. Tién bac khong phai 1a van dé, van dé la & s6 lwgng cau thu va ngan sach
chuyén nhugng phai ndm trong gidi han cda luat Cong bang vé tai chinh. T6i
cling tw dat cau hai: liéu ching toi c6 thé viegt qua mua giai mdi véi it nhitng ca
chan thwong hon?

Chtng t6i con thiéu mot cau tha kiéu nhw Paul Scholes, nhung tré trung hon,
trong d6i hinh - mot cau thu kién tao 16i choi va gay anh huwéng lén toan doi. Moi
nguoi c6 nhac dén cai tén Modric nhung ching t6i chang mudn thwong lwgng vai
Spurs ti sau vu mang Berbatov di...

Rafael dang phat trién thanh mét cau thu thuc sy t6t, nhung cau ta hay mac
sai lam. MGt s6 cau thu pham sai lam lién tuc nhw thé ho mang tinh di truyén,
nhung mot s6 khac lai c6 thé rat kinh nghiém tr chinh ban than minh. Rafael bi
dudi khoi san trong tran gap Bayern Munich va sau d6 da céi thién dwgc thanh
tich thé phat nhanh chéng. La mdt chang trai rat canh tranh, nhanh va héo thang,
cau ta rat ty tin vao ban than. Rafael c6 thai do rat tich cwe doi vai tran dau. Mot
vi tri ching t6i thiéu la hau vé trai dé du phong cho Patrice Evra, ngudi choi
trung binh 48 dén 50 trdn mot mua giai. Chiing t6i can lap day 16 trong do.

T6i da noi trong mot budi hop bao, véi nhitng fan ham mo doi nha: t6t hon
hét 1a moi ngwdi nén quen vdi chuyén nay, vi chiing ta sap stta thdy nhiéu doi
béng maGi nhw Man City. S€ cé rat nhiéu tran dau gitta MU va nhitng doi thu méi
noi, va chung déu sé dién ra nhw vay. T6i rat mudn & cung bang vdi ho trong mua
giai Champions League tiép theo, b&i diéu d6 sé giip MU ghi nhé va y thiec duwgc
su noi lén cta nhitng doi thu kiéu City. Trong mua giai 2012-2013, téi quyét dinh
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sé khong git sttc cau tht nao va thi dau céac trdn vong bang than trong hon dé
chac chan lot vao vong trong.

Trwdc khi dién ra cac tran dau tai vong cudli cta Premier League, Mick
Phelan va t6i da t6i Diéc xem tran chung két Cip nwdc Bic, dé quan sat Shinji
Kagawa, Robert Lewandowski va Mats Hummels. H6m 4y t6i c6 néi, “Mick,
cach duy nhat City c6 thé danh bai chiing ta vao ngay mai la khi ho c6 dugc ban
thang mudn. Ho sé gdp khoé khan trong tran dau vdéi Queens Park Rangers. Toi sé
khong ngac nhién néu QPR c6 dugc két qua tot, nhwng néu City ghi ban vao cudi
tran, ching ta sé mat chirc vo dich.”

Chung t6i da két thic mua giai 2011-2012 véGi 89 diém: diém so cao nhat twr
trwdc tGi gio doi vai mot & quan. T6i cam giac rang chung t6i da thiéu di mot cht
s 6n dinh & céac vi tri phong ngw, cu thé la vGi chan thwong ctia Vidic, nhung
ngay khi Evans va Ferdinand choi an y thi MU da thang tién trén bang xép hang.
Hiéu s6 ban thang bai ctia ching t6i tot va 89 diém cling c6 thé xem la méot cu tré
lai ngoan muc. Nhung viéc s6m phédi roi khoi League Cup, Ciap FA va
Champions League budc ching t6i phai tw danh gia day la mot mua gidi khong
thanh cong.

T6i da buon nhung khong that vong. Toi cam thdy minh cé trong tay cac cau
tha cha chot, nhitng ngudi sé con tién bd trong twong lai, nhw Rafael, Jones,
Smalling, De Gea, Cleverley, Welbeck, Hernandez. T6i c6 nhitng hat nhan sé trd
nén xudt sac trong khodng thoi gian dai. Thach thic duy nhat la viéc thay thé
Scholes - t6i khong biét c6 thé tim dau ra mot cau thu nhw vay. Mot Anderson
khée manh sé c6 thé phan nao lap di cho trng d6. Chiing t6i da 1én ké hoach ky
hop dong vdi Kagawa va cau tha tré Nick Powel dén tit Crewe. Chung t6i da c6
trung vé tot. Thém vao dé la Valencia va Nani. Ashley Young cho t6i nhiéu lya
chon hon & hai bén canh. Chiing t6i biét thach thitc ndm & dau: nhitng ké hang
x6m on ao Manchester City. T6i nghi sé t6t hon cho ching t6i néu ho tién xa hon
& Champions League va khong thé toan tam toan y don sitc cho Premier League.

Vao thit Ba chiing t6i sé t6i Belfast dé choi trdn dau dé ton vinh Harry
Gregg. That kho dé 1én day cét cho cac cau thu sau mua Premier League that bai,
nhung 1ot cuc sy kién nay lai c6 tdc dung dong vién tinh than ho, b&i Harry
Gregg da la mé6t cau thu cong hién hét minh cho MU, sy déng gép ctia 6ng thuc
sy dang ngwong mo. Tran dau nay da gitp ching t6i phan nao ngudi ngoai va bo
han sy that vong lai phia sau.

Sau két cuc dau buén do con c6é thém mot sy viéc khac, lan nay lién quan
dén chinh sttc khoe cta t6i. T6i da téi Berlin dé xem tran tranh Cip nuwéc Diic
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gitta Dortmund va Bayern, sau d6 t&i Sunderland, tiép dé tr@ vé Manchester, r6i
di Belfast dé tham gia trdn dau t6n vinh Harry Gregg. Roi t6i vé nha, va lai tiép
tuc trén dwong tdi Glasgow, noi téi du dinh sé phat biéu tai mot budi 1€ cta
Rangers, ngoai ra t6i con dat san vé may bay tGi New York vao thit Bay.

Khi cao rau & Glasgow, toi thdy c6 mot giot mau. Sau do lai mot giot nita
chdy ra, roi mot giot nita... Toi khong thé cam mau va phai téi bénh vién, tai day
ho da phai dét vét thuvong. Bac si cho phép t6i 1én may bay, nhuwng vét thuong
khong ngirng chdy mau trong hai ngay, vi vay ching t6i da huy chuyén di New
York. Bac si t¢i kham lai cho t6i vao cac ngay thit Sau, thit Bay va Cha nhat. To6i
thay rat dau nhung cudi cung vét thuwong da lanh.

To6i da tirng quen vé&i viéc chdy mau miii nhu cac cau tha, cha yéu tir nhitng
cd cui cho. Nhung day thue sy 1a mot vét thuvong nghiém trong, ma nguyén nhan
dugc chan doan la do t6i da di chuyén qua nhiéu bang may bay.

Thé day cac ban, dé chinh la m6t canh bao nho nhé cua co thé. Néu ban lam
viéc qua nhiéu, ban dang mdi bénh tat va nhitng van dé vé sitc khoe dén vdi
minh.
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hai muoi ba

GIA DINH

V(_)’ toi luon thitc doi t6i. Ngay ca khi hai, ba gio sang t6i mdi vé dén nha thi
Cathy cling sé ¢ dé don chao toi. “Sao em khong di nga di?”, t6i thwong noi voi
c6 dy qua dién thoai khi t6i va cic cau tht dang trén xe trén dwong vé nha.
“Khong, khong,” c6 ay dap. “Em sé chd t6i khi anh vé.” Va trong suét 47 nam
Cathy da ludn duy tri théi quen nay...

T6i c6 thé lam viéc hét minh véi trai bong tron ma van biét cudc séng cia
gia dinh t6i hoan toan dugc trong lo day da. Cathy la mot nguwdi phu nit phi
thwong. David Gill qua la mot thién tai khi thuyét phuc dwgce c6 &y mé tam man
che bitc twgng cuda t6i tai Old Trafford. Con toi thi chac chang c6 cach nao dé
thuyét phuc co6 dy thye hién mét diéu nhuw vay.

Cathy la nguoi chwa bao gio thay doi. Co ay la mot nguwdi me, mot nguwoi ba
va la mot nguwdi ndi trg, dé la tat ca cudc song cta cod dy. Cathy khéng quan tam
nhiéu dén cac mo6i quan hé ban be, khong phai vi khong thich ban bé ma chu yéu
la vi ¢6 dy thich & bén canh gia dinh va mot vai ngwoi ban than hon. Cathy hau
nhu khong bao gio dén xem céc tran dau. H6i mdi cwdi nhau chiing t6i thuwong di
nhdy vao nhitng bu6i cudi tuan, vdi cac ban be & Glasgow. Cathy luén cam thay
thodi mai véi nhitng nguoi dong hwong Glasgow. Nhung sau khi ching t6i
chuyén dén United, c6 ay hau nhw rit lui khoi doi song xa hoi, khong thich budéc
ra khoi “vé 6c¢” nita. T6i hau nhw phéi tham gia cac sy kién hay cac budi tiéc t6i
mot minh!

Mot can nha vGi nhitng canh cong 16n rat hitu ich khi nhitng chinh tri gia
thudc Bang Bdo thu di tuyén truyén. Khi nghe nhitng dang vién Bang Bdo thu dia
phuong tuyén truyén ngoai cong qua loa Tannoy, Cathy chi néi, “Xin 16i, ba
Ferguson da ra ngoai, t6i chi la nguwoi don dep.” Vo toi ludn trung thanh véi
nguon goc Glasgow ctia minh, xét trén moi phwong dién!

Khi t6i ngtrng thi ddu & tudi 32 va thuwong xuyén di uong rugu & Glasgow
lic 1am huan luyén vién doi St Mirren, mot ngay cua toi bat dau & Love Street, &
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dé tGi 11g sang roéi dén quan rugu cho t6i tam 2g30 chiéu. Thi thodng t6i vé nha,
con khong thi sau do t6i di thang tdi Love Street dé hudn luyén cac cau tha. Buoi
t0i, lai dén quan regu réi mai vé nha!

Vi vay lii tré nha t6i hiém khi thay cha chiing khi con nho tudi. Cathy da
nuoi day chung. Khi cac con toi trwedng thanh, ching gan giii véi toi hon, nhung
luén danh cho me ching tinh yéu va sy kinh trong 16n lao nhat.

T&i Aberdeen la mot sy may man vi khi do t6i bét nhau nhet, do dé cé nhiéu
thoi gian hon dé danh cho gia dinh 5 nguwdi ching t6i. Téi & nha moi luc trw
nhitng hém do6i béong cé tran dau. Darren la mot cau bé mé bong da va Mark
thwong tdi xem cac tran dau cung véi ban cia minh. Cathy chi phai trong nom
Jason, lic d6 n6 con chwa quan tdm nhiéu dén béng da.

Nhuwng vao tudi 13 hay 14 Jason ciing bat dau choi bong va cudi cung da ra
mat tai doi bong cta Scotland Boys Club (tén mot hoc vién bong da tré noi tiéng
& Scotland) trong tran dau gap Wales. Thuc ra thang bé khong phai 1a mot cau thu
kém, chi phat trién muon hon trong bong da do danh niém dam mé vao nhitng
cudn sach. Jason ciing rat thong minh. Khi chiing t6i chuyén t6i Old Trafford
thang bé da & lai Aberdeen dé tiép tuc theo hoc tai day. Sau do6 Jason doan tu véi
chuing toi tai Manchester, tai day né choi cho doi B cia United vai lan.

Darren luon luon choi theo ban nang, véi céi chan trai chat lwong. Mark la
mot cau thu giéi da xuat hién vai lan trong vai tro du bi & Aberdeen. Mark da hoc
cao dang va bach khoa & Sheffield dé 1ay mot bang kinh té dia phuwong. Cau con
trai nay cuda t6i da trd thanh mot ngwoi thanh cong & City. Tat ca cac con t6i déu
da lam t6t. Chung déu la nhitng ngudi cau tién, nhw Cathy, ngwdi ludn té ra khéo
l1éo va c6 dinh huwéng ré rang cho ban than.

Nguwoi ta thudng noi tdi giong cha minh. Nhuwng nhitng ngudi thue sy hiéu
toi noi toi giong me t6i hon, mot ngwsi phu ni kién quyét. Cha toi cling thé,
nhung la nguwdoi kin tiéng hon. Me t6i, giong nhitng ba me dam dang khac, la
nguwoi cha gia dinh thyuc sy, ba cham lo cé gia dinh. Cathy ciing dwa ra tat ca cac
quyét dinh trong gia dinh, va diéu nay t6t cho ca hai ching toi.

Khi Darren 14 tu6i, Brian Clough da goi cho t6i va néi 6ng ta muén ki hop
dong dé thang bé choi cho Nottingham Forest. Brian la mot nguwdi day mau
thudn. Ong ta ching bao gi® tra 16i dién thoai cta t6i. Ron Fenton, trg ly clia
Clough, luon la ngwdi nhan cude goi. Tai Aberdeen t6i da di vé mién nam dé xem
Forest thi dau véi Celtic trong khuon khé UEFA Cup trén mot ci san dong citng
nhw da. T6i biét Ron Fenton kha r6. Khi t6i vao khu vire danh cho cac Giam doc
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diéu hanh, Ron noi, “Alex, ong gap sép cua téi chwa?” To6i chwa gdp, va dang
muon hen gap ong ta.

Ron gidi thiéu toi, roi Brian hoi toi, “Ong nghi gi vé tran dau?”

Quan diém cua t6i la Celtic xttng dang gianh chién thang trong tran dau. Sau
do toi bao véi ong ta rang toi Forest sé danh bai ho & Celtic Park trong tran lwot
vé. “Thé nay nhé anh ban tré, t6i nghe du r6i,” Brian néi va bé ra ngoai. Archie
Knox pha lén cuoi.

Sau cung, Darren da & lai vGi chiing toi tai United. Van dé la viéc giit n6 &
doi mot. Cathy khong bao gio tha thit cho t6i vi da ban Darren di. Darren da bat
dau thi dau 15 tran dau tién trong nam ching t6i gianh chitc vo dich Premier
League lan dau tién. Nhung, & tran dau cua tuyén U21 Scotland, Darren da dinh
mot vét rach day chang nghiém trong khién né phai nghi thi dau trong ba thang.
Thé la Darren da phai & ngoai dén tan thang Hai, va trong thoi gian d6 Bryan
Robson da trd lai va choi tot. Neil Webb, Mick Phelan va Paul Ince cling dang
vao phom. Sau d6 Roy Keane nhap doi v4i mirc gia 3,75 triéu bang. Diéu do da
khién Darren hét sudt ¢ doi mot.

Con trai t6i dén gdp t6i va n6i moi thit dang khong 6n véi né. Darren néi n6
can ra di. Darren cling nhay cam vdi nhitng kho khan cta t6i. Vi vay ching toi da
ban Darren cho Wolves, mot cau lac b dang bi xao tron, véi nhitng ky vong 16n
lao va mot lwvgng fan dong dao.

T6i cling da nhiéu lan xem Darren thi ddu & Wolverhampton. Anh chang dé
dang tré thanh cau tha xuat sac nhat, nhung ho da thay déi huan luyén vién
tredng qua nhiéu lan sau khi Graham Turner bi sa thai. Graham Taylor, Mark
McGhee, Colin Lee. Khi McGhee dén Wolves, s6 lan ra san ctia Darren trong cac
tran dau bat dau giam xudng.

Sau d6 Darren chuyén t6i Sparta Rotterdam va van tiép tuc choi tot ¢ day.
Nhung ho lai doi huan luyén vién khi Darren di nghi mat, va huan luyén vién md&i
khong muon c6 con toi trong doi hinh. Sau d6 Darren trd lai Wrexham va 6n dinh
¢ d6. Khi sy nghiép thi dau cia Darren dan két thic, Barry Fry da goi tw
Peterborough va hoi Darren dang lam gi. Con trai t6i sau cung da lam huan luyén
vién tredng ¢ do6 va gitp doi bong nay lén hang Championship, noi ho da choi tot
hon khéd nang ctia minh. R6i nhitng cang thang vai chu tich cau lac b xuat hién.
Darren da tir chitc dé dén vaéi doi Preston, that bai tham hai tai do, truede khi no
lan thit hai quay vé Peterborough va lai tiép tuc thé hién dwgc nhitng pham chat
ctia minh.
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Céch tiép can tran dau cua Darren la choi béng da tan céng vdi cac cau tha
chuyén va di chuyén lién tuc. Diéu do rat kho thyc hién khi ban & duwdi day bang
x€p hang bdi nhitng doi nam dwdi c6 xu hwdng choi liéu mang. Toi cam thay xuc
dong khi thay Darren d6i mat nhitng van dé ma t6i tirng trdi qua trong nhitng nam
dau sy nghiép huan luyén - nhitng van dé vé tai chinh, nhitng van dé vGi cac ong
cha CLB va nhitng cau thu. T6i luén nhdc nhé Darren vé phuwong cham: “Sau
nhitng kho khan ta sé dat duwgc nhitng thit ngot ngao hon.” Loi khuyén cua toi véi
bat ky huan luyén vién tré tudi nao la phai chuan bi tét va bat dau that sém. Bung
dé dén tGi 40 tudi méi c6 duwge tdm bang hudn luyén vién.

Tuy nhién t6i hoan toan phan d6i nhitng hudn luyén vién dugc cap bang
nhanh chéng, khong theo diing trinh ti. Diéu ndy 1a mot sy hé then. O Ha Lan va
Y, phai mét 4-5 nim dé nhan dwoc bang cdp HLV béng da. Li do ctia viéc cac
HLV tré phai trai qua sy tht thach cang thang va kéo dai nhw vay chinh la dé bao
vé ho khoi nhitng khé khan phia trwdc trong cong tac huan luyén. Darren da phai
ton 8.000 bang dé gianh dwgc bang HLV boéng da tai truong Kinh doanh
Warwick. Véi viéc cap bang HLV nhanh chéng cho nhitng tén tu6i 16n, Lién
doan bong da Anh da cha dap Ién nhitng hoc vién dang canh tranh quyét liét dé
c6 tam bang nay mot cach ding dan.

T6i da khong ty trach minh vé viéc ban than xa nha quéa nhiéu hay dam chim
vao cong viéc suot thoi nién thiéu cada 1 tré. Li do la béi bat chap nhitng diéu do,
gia dinh ching t6i van rat gan giii, va ban than cac con t6i ciing rat gan b6 vai
nhau. Bon tré luon gitt lién lac thuong xuyén voi cha me, du cong viéc caa ching
déu rat ban ron. Ngay ca khi t6i khong thé luén gap Mark, khi cong viéc ctia con
trai t6i la phai tap trung dén tirng gidy ting phut. Thi treong chitng khoan, noi
Mark lam viéc, la mot thé gigi cua nhitng chénh 1éch nhd li ti, noi ban c6 thé 16
mat mot 1énh mua hay ban trong vai giay khi thi tredng chuyén dong.

Tat ca cac con t6i déu la niém ty hao do6i vdi Cathy, ngudi luon san sang @
dé6 vi chung, va vi t6i, bat ké Itc nao t6i tra chia khéa vao canh ctra khi vé nha...
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hai muoi bon

ROONEY

Bé la mot ngay vao thang 8-2004, khi d6 chung t6i vira gdp Everton. Bill
Kenwright dang ngoi trong phong t6i va khéc 16c. Tai do lic ay con céd mat
David Moyes, David Gill, Bill va t6i. Khi chung t6i dang quan sat chu tich cta
Everton trong con buon phién, 6ng ta chgt néi rang mudn goi dién thoai. Nudc
mat gian dua, Bill n6i, “T6i can goi cho me t6i.”

“Ho dang danh cap thang bé cua ching ta, ho dang danh cap thang bé,” Bill
thot 1én trong dién thoai. Sau do6 6ng ta chuyén dién thoai cho t6i. “Sao 6ng dam
nghi rang ong c6é thé mang thang bé di ma khong phai mat gi. Thang bé c6 gia
dén 50 triéu bang,” mdt giong nit vang 1én trong dién thoai. Tuyét voi. “Day la
mot tro bip phai khong, chuyén nay ay?” t6i cwoi. “Day la mot tro choi a?”
Nhung dé 1a sy that. Ban chi can nhac dén tén Everton la chu tich Bill da “mit
wGt” 16i, Ong ta qua that la mot nguwdi dang yéu va vo cung nhay cam.

David Moyes nhin t6i. C6 ltc t6i nghi phéi chang day chi la mot man kich,
vi du gi thi vi cha tich Everton cling xuat than tir nganh biéu dién! Ngay lap ttc
toi thoang nghi rang liéu c6 nén xem lai cac két qua kiém tra y té€ cia Wayne hay
khong. Liéu chiing t6i c6 bo qua diéu gi do vé thé trang cia cau ay? Liéu day co
phai 1a mot tro bip dé nang gid chuyén nhwgng 1én? Chda oi, that hai huéc.
Rooney chi c6 mét chan a? Phai chang t6i dang bi du do vao tro mot tro Iira 16n?

Nhitng thwong lwgng giita hai bén dé chuyén nhwgng tai nang tré hita hen
nhat nwéc Anh da duwoc kéo dai qua lau, do la toi da néi mot cach nhe nhang nhat
c6 thé. Bill biét gia tri cia Wayne. David Moyes cling rat hang hai trong viéc
nang gia chuyén nhugng - va téi cling sé nhw vay néu ¢ vi tri cia ong ay. David
rat thue té, ong ta hiéu doi bong sap stra nhan dwoc mot khoan phi doéi dao, ma
Everton von chang bao gio dw da tién bac. R6t cudc cai gia chinh thitc chi la 25
triéu bang cung vaéi nhitng khoan phu tréi, nhwng Everton can nguon tién do. Khi
nuwdc mat ctia Bill khé di va budi néi chuyén két thic, Wayne da ky vao hop dong
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chi von ven bay gio trwdc han chét cua thoi gian chuyén nhwgng, ngay 31-8-
2004.

Vao thoi diém Rooney gia nhap d6i bong, cau dy da khong thi dau trong
khodng hon 40 ngay va chi luyén tap mot vai bai tap. Chung toi nghi tran dau trén
san nha tai Champions League gap Fenerbahce 1a bu6i ra mat phu hgp, tran dau
nay dién ra vao thoi diém 28 ngay sau khi cdu ay trd thanh mot cau tha
Manchester United. Lwa chon c6 phan tham do nay da mang lai két qua ngoan
muc: mot cu hat-trick cia Rooney trong chién thang véi ty so 6-2.

Sau budi ra mat gay an twgng sau sac do sy sung sic ciia Rooney c6 phan
giam xudng va ching toi phai bat tay vao viéc lam sao dé gilip cau ay dat dugc
trang thai thé Iyc nhw cac dong doi. Tat nhién, man trinh dién xuat sac nhw & tran
gap Fenerbahce khong dwgc ldp lai trong vai tuan sau do, day la diéu co thé hiéu
duoc.

Nhitng chuyén nay chang hé anh huwéng dén sy nhiét tinh t6i danh cho cau
ay. Wayne s@ hitu mot tai nang thién bam tuyét voi va cé quyeén c6 thém thoi gian
dé trwdng thanh tir mot cau bé thanh mot ngwdi dan 6ng. Cau dy la mot cau tha
nghiém tidc, tan tdm va luon khao khat dwoc thi dau. Vao giai doan phat trién do,
Wayne can ren luyén lién tuc, va cau ta thyc hién diéu nay rat hang hai. Cau ay
chwa bao gi¢ 1a kiéu cau thu c6 thé nghi tdp. Rooney can luyén tap cang thang dé
c6 thé c6 phong do tot nhat khi thi dau. Bat c khi nao phai ngo6i ngoai vai tuan vi
chan thwong, thé trang ctia Wayne lai gidm stut nhanh chéng. Cau ay c6 khung
nguwoi to 16n, chac chan, va doi ban chan rong, diéu nay phan nao giai thich cho
nhitng chan thwong xwong ban chan ma Rooney hay gap trong giai doan dé.

Toi da ngay lap tirc biét rang Rooney chinh la kiéu cau thu ma truc giac
mach bdo ching t6i: can dam, choi tot ca hai chan - mdc du cau ay it dung chan
trdi hon. Chung t6i ky hgp dong vdi cac cau thu 24 tudi va nghi ho sé ¢ dinh cao
phong do6 vao tubi 26, va sy phat trién ctia Rooney cung vé6i ching téi & do tudi
s6m hon rat nhiéu khién t6i chac chan rang cau ay sé dat dinh cao phong do vao
doi tudi noi trén. V&i thé lyc cua minh, Rooney kho c6 thé choi bong dén tam 35-
36 tudi nhw Scholes hay Giggs, nhung t6i nu6i hy vong khi cau ay tai ky hgp
dong vdi ching t6i vao thang 10-2010 rang Rooney sé két thiic sw nghiép & vi tri
tién vé.

Tat ca hiéu biét cua chung t6i vé Wayne Rooney khi con la mot hoc vién &
Everton c6 thé goi gon trong mdt cau: Pay la mot cau thu dang phai choi béng &
hang dudi do tudi ctia minh!
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Nhitng bao cdo (vé Rooney) tit hoc vién cta ching t6i ludn tich cyc, va cau
lac b da c6 gang c6 duge Rooney & tudi 14, khi c6 mot 16 hong vao tuan cudi
cung cua thang Nam cho phép ban ky hgp dong v6i mot hoc vién & hoc vién
khac. Nhung Wayne mudn & lai Everton. Chung t6i tht lién hé lai khi Rooney 16
tudi va chuan bi ky don xin vao hoc vién ctia Everton, nhung mot 1an nita cau ay
khong quan tam dén chuing t6i. Everton nhw da chdy trong mau cau ta.

Geoff Watson va Jim Ryan la hai ngwoi trong hoc vién ching toi chiu trach
nhiém theo d&i qud trinh phét trién ctia Rooney. Ho rat an twgng vdi cau dy trong
cac tran dau giita cac cau lac bg. Rooney da thi dau trong tran chung két Cup FA
danh cho céc cau thu tré ¢ Itva tudi 16 gap Aston Villa.

Khi Walter Smith vé lam trg ly cho t6i, ong ta néi, “Ky hgp dong vdi anh
chang Rooney dé di.” Walter té ra rat diit khoat. Ong 4y mo ta Rooney 1a cau tha
tot nhat ma ong ay tirng thdy. Diéu d6 mdt lan nita xac nhan nhitng gi ching t6i
da biét vé Wayne. Sau do6 la man ra mat cia Wayne, & tudi 16 vGi Everton, cing
ban thang tuyét dep vao luwéi Arsenal.

Tai Everton, Rooney ciing la cau thu tré nhat tr¢ thanh thanh vién chinh thic
cta tuyén Anh, trong tran dau gap Australia, va sau d6 cau ta dugc Sven-Goran
Eriksson chon choi trong tran vong loai EURO mang tinh quyét dinh, khi Anh
gap Tho Nhi Ky. Rooney ghi ban thang quoc té dau tién khi méi dugc 17 tudi va
317 ngay. Nhuw thé, khi dén véi MU, Rooney da c6 tén tudi ¢ tam quoc gia.

Budi gap Rooney lan dau tién trai v4i twdng twong cua t6i rang cau la ngwoi
quyét doan. Héa ra Wayne la mot cau trai nhit nhat. Nhung t6i nghi Rooney cé gi
do rat dang né, diéu nay phan anh qua khoan phi chuyén nhwgng khong 16 va tat
ca nhitng sy chd y vé phia cau thu tré nay. Chang bao lau sau Rooney da hét nhut
nhat: trén san tap cua ching t6i Rooney la mang moi nguwdi. Tat cd moi nguoi. Ké
cd trong tai va nhitng cau tht khac. Nhitng vi trong tai t0i nghiép - Tony
Strudwick, hay Mick hodc René - déu néi véi t6i, “Ong 1a ngudi duy nhét cé
quyén - Ong nén diéu khién nhitng tran dau nay.”

Cau tra 10i cua t6i la, “Chang c6 cach nao toi c6 thé diéu khién nhitng tran
ddu nay ca.”

T6i nhé 1an Jim thoi phat rat nhe nhang cho mot 16i cua Roy Keane vao cai
ngay cdu ta cé tam trang rat xau, chwi bdi tdt cd moi nguoi: dong doi, doi
phwong, trong tai, hay bat thit gi ma cau ta c6 thé tim ra duge. Khi dy Jim quay
vé phia t6i vdi cai coi ctia minh va noéi, “T6i hy vong doi cia Roy sé thang.”

“That 16 bich, diéu dé that 16 bich,” t6i néi, c6 gang khong cuoi.
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“Oi, néu khong thé thi 6ng hdy twéng twgng xem toi s& khd s& thé nao trong
phong thay do sau budi tdp hom nay...” Jim néi. Luc d6 ching t6i tham chi con
thao ludn vé viéc thué cac trong tai cho cac budi tap cia MU!

T6i thira nhan da quang cho Wayne mot vai vu am 1. Va cau ta da cau dién
1én trong phong thay d6 khi bi t6i 16i ra phé binh. Mat Wayne ruc Iiva, nhu thé
cau ta mu6n dam toi bat tinh luén vay. Nhung chi qua ngay hom sau Rooney té ra
hoi 16i. Khi con gian qua di, cau ta biét t6i da ding, bai vi t6i luon dung (t6i thich
choc Wayne nhu vay). Rooney sé noi, “T6i cé dugce ra san tuan téi khong, huan
luyén vién?”

“T6i khong chac,” t6i noi.

Theo t6i, Rooney khong phai ngudi hoc héi mau le nhwng cai ma cau dy c6
dwgc la ban nang bam sinh dé thi dau, tir trong v6 thitc da nhan biét dugc bong da
la nhw thé nao. Rooney la mot vién ngoc tho dac biét. Hon nita, Rooney con cé
dugc sy diing manh va nang lwgng thién bam, diéu may man véi bat c¢ cau thu
nao. Bén canh do, kha nang chay ca ngay ctia cau ay ciing khong thé xem
thwong! Khi tap luyén, Rooney thudong khong nhanh chéng tiép thu dwgc nhitng
y twédng va phwong phap thi dau mdi. Ban nang cta cau ta la trg vé 16i choi ci,
tin vao nhitng diéu minh da biét. Rooney chi cdm thay thodi mai khi 1a chinh
minh.

Trong nhitng nam dau d6 toi hiém khi phdi té ra doc tai véi Rooney. Cau dy
da thyc hién vai cu tac bong nong noi trong cac tran dau va do la nhitng tinh
hudng gdy chu y trén san. Du vay, ngoai san béng Rooney khong khién t6i cam
thdy c6 chit nao lo lang. Thyc ra, do ban than titng 1a mot trung phong, t6i luén
luén khé khan va dwa ra nhitng yéu cau cao hon cho cac tién dao trong doi bong.
Xin 16i, nhwng t6i nghi ho chwa bao gio gioi bang toi, khong mat ai xuat sac hon
toi khi t6i con thi dau. Cac huan luyén vién trwédng dwgc phép tw cao vé nhitng
diéu nhu vay va thuwong xuyén bat cac cau thu phai chiu dyng chiing. Twong tv,
cac cau tha nghi ho gi6i viéc huan luyén hon nhitng nguwdi dang dwong nhiém -
cho dén khi ho thir lam diéu d6, dung nhw vay day!

Neéu t6i thdy cac cau thu tdn cong khong lam nhitng thi t6i tin t6i da ting
lam, chuyén d6 lam t6i n6i doéa. Ho la hy vong cua t6i. T6i nhin ho va nghi: cau
la t6i. Ban thdy chinh minh & trong ngudi khac.

Toi c6 thé thay t6i trong Roy Keane, trong Bryan Robson, thdy mdt phan
cta t6i trong Paul Scholes va Nicky Butt hay hai anh em nha Neville - Gary va
Phil. Cac doi béong phéan anh ca tinh cta huén luyén vién. Khong bao gio khuat
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phuc: dé 1a mot truyén thong vi dai, mot triét ly vi dai ban phai c6. T6i khong bao
gio chiu khuat phuc. T6i luén nghi minh c6 thé cttu vét dugc gi do trong bat ky
tinh hudng nao.

Luon c6 chuyén nay chuyeén kia xdy ra tai Man United, ludn c6 mot sy kich
tinh. D6 1a 1& thuong doi véi téi. Khi doi tw cia Rooney bi cong khai trén to
News of the World, va cudc song cta cau ta trén bo virc khing hoang vao cudi
mua hé nam 2010, khong hé c6 chién tranh trong van phong cta t6i, khong c6 gi
trong can phong do ca.

Toi khong goi cho Rooney vao sang hom sau ngay cau chuyén vo 16. Toi
biét cau ta chd doi téi lam nhw vay. Nhwng day chinh la lic ma t6i kiém soat tinh
huéng manh mé nhat. Rooney c6 1& da chd mot cudc goi tir toi, mot canh tay 6m
lay cau ta. Nhung doi vdi toi do khong phdi 1a cach dé gidi quyét nhitng chuyén
nhu thé.

Khi nhitng kiéu tin titc giat gan dé xuat hién lan dau tién, Rooney mdi 17
tudi, va & do tudi dé ngwoi ta c6 thé thong cam, nhung lan nay da la bay nam sau.
Co vg Coleen cua Rooney khong sao thoat ra khoi nhitng chuyén nay, va luon tim
dén t6i nhu mot “lyc Iwgng gin gilt hoa binh” vay.

To6i thuwe sy cam thay ap luc trong moi quan hé véi Rooney suot ky World
Cup 2010 ¢ Nam Phi. T6i biét c6 gi d6 gay kho chiu cho Rooney tai gidi dau do,
toi c6 thé thay diéu d6. Wayne da gianh dwgc giadi thuwéng Cau tha cta nam tw
Hiép hoi Cau thu Chuyén nghiép (PFA) va Hiép hoi phong vién bong da trudc
dé, tuy nhién & Nam Phi cau ta thyc sy cé tam trang khong dugc tot. “That 1a hay
ho khi thay chinh nhitng c6 dong vién nha la 6 ban,” Rooney phéat biéu trén TV
sau tran hoa khong ban thang cta tuyén Anh truéc Algeria & Cape Town. Doi
tuyén Anh vé nuwdc sau vong hai va Rooney khong cé n6i mét ban thang trong
bon tran dau.

T6i can Rooney hwéng sy chi y vé t6i. Nhuwng cach tot nhat dé dat dugc
diéu do 1a khong noi gi véi cau ta - khong dwa ra sy an i nao - dé bat cau ta phai
suy nghi. Khi t6i dé Rooney ngoi ngoai trong tran dau trén san khach vdi Everton
vao thang Chin dé bao vé cau ta khéi bi gay r6i bdi dam dong. Rooney thdy nhe
nhom vi biét t6i dang lam diéu ding dan cho cau ta. Cong viéc cua nguwoi HLV la
tao anh hwdng 1én moi ca nhan cau thu nham hwéng téi két qua tot nhat khi ho thi
dau.

Tat ca chung ta déu co6 thé rao giang vé dao ditrc nhwng moi nguwai déu co thé
t6 ra khong khon ngoan, thiéu suy xét. T6i chwa bao gio' 1én mat day do Rooney.
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Vao ngay 14-8-2010, Wayne thong bao cho chiing t6i biét cau ay sé khong ky
mot ban hgp dong mdi véi United. Day 1a mot ci soc, bdi ké hoach ctia ching t6i
la sau ky World Cup hai bén sé ngoi lai thao luan vé mét ban hgp dong mai.

Kich tinh dang cao khi David Gill goi t6i va ké rang dai dién cia Wayne,
Paul Stretford, da gdp ong dy dé thong bao Wayne muon ra di. Ngon t* ma
Rooney dung la cau ay nghi “d6i bong khong c6é da tham vong”. Trong khi nam
tredc do chung t6i da gianh ctp Lién doan cung chirc vo dich Premier League, va
vao téi tran chung két Champions League.

David n6i Wayne sé tGi gap toi. Tai budi gap do, vao thang Mudi, Rooney to
ra vo cung ngai ngung. T6i cam thdy duong nhu ai d6 dd mém 16i cho nhitng y
kién ctia cdu ta. Diém co ban trong 16i phan nan ctia Rooney van la doi béng
khong c6 da tham vong.

Dap lai, t6i hoi Rooney, “Da c6 khi nao Manchester United ngirng phan dau
vi muc tiéu Premier League trong su6t 20 nam qua hay chwa? Ching ta da vao téi
bao nhiéu tran chung két Champions League trong 3-4 nam tr¢ lai day?”

T6i bao Rooney rang viéc noéi ching t6i khong tham vong qua that hét sirc
vo nghia!

Wayne néi ring ching t6i 18 ra nén thuyét phuc Mesut Ozil, ngudi da gia
nhap Real Madrid tit Werder Bremen. T6i tra 10i la chuyén mua vé cau thu nao
khong phai la viéc ctia cau ta. Viéc ctia Rooney la thi dau va thé hién trén san
béng, con viéc cda t6i - huan luyén vién tredng - la chon ra nhitng doi hinh thi
dau, va cho dén nay t6i da thyc hién diéu d6 mot cach dung dan.

Chung t6i c6 mdt tran ddu khudén khé Champions League ngay hom sau. Hai
tiéng trwdc khi ching t6i thi dau véi Bursaspor, vao ngay 20 thang 10, Wayne da
dwa ra mot tuyén bo nhw sau: “To6i da gap David Gill tuan treéc va ong dy da
khong dua ra cho t6i nhitng bdo dam vé doi hinh twong lai ma t6i tim kiém. Sau
dé6 t6i nbi vGi 6ng ta rang t6i sé khong ky vao ban hgp dong mai. Toi ky vong
dwgc nghe nhitng gi Sir Alex da n6i hom qua, nhung cam thay ngac nhién vé mot
so diéu trong do.

“Pung la dai dién cta t6i va t6i da cé cac cudc hop véGi cau lac bd vé ban
hop dong méi. Trong sudt cac cudc hop vao thang Tam, téi da héi vé nhitng dam
bao cho kha nang cau lac b c6 thé tiép tuc thu hit cac cau thu hang dau trén thé
gioi.

“T06i hoan toan ton trong MUFC. Lam sao ma toi khong ton trong mot CLB
vOi lich st lirng 1ay nhw vay cho dwoc, nhat 1a khi trong sau nam qua t6i da may
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man la mot phan cua lich st d6?

“D6i vdi toi quan trong nhat 1a gianh dwgce nhitng chiéc cip - nhw cai cach
ma cau lac bg luoén ludn thye hién dudi thoi Sir Alex. Béi vay toi nghi nhitng cau
hoi toi dat ra la chinh dang.

“Du gdp phai nhitng kho khan hién tai, t6i biét t6i sé luon chiu on Sir Alex
Ferguson rat nhiéu. Ong 1a mot nguoi thdy, mot hudn luyén vién vi dai, nguoi da
giip do va ung ho toi tr ngay ky hop dong vdi toi tir Everton khi t6i chi méi 18
tuoi.

“Vi lgi ich cia Manchester United t6i mong 6ng ay sé c6 thé tiép tuc cong
viéc mai mai bai vi 6ng dy la nguwdi chi c6 mot va 1a mot thién tai.”

T6i khong chac Rooney ¢6 y gi sau bai phat biéu nay nhuwng t6i cho rang cau
ta dang co6 gdy dung lai m6i quan hé véi t6i va nhitng ngwoi ham mo. T6i hy
vong diéu nay nghia la Rooney da doi y va vui vé & lai ciing chuing toi.

Budi hop bdo sau tran dau, khi tit ca gidi truyén thong ¢ do, cho t6i co hoi
noi diéu t6i mudn noéi, rang Wayne da sai lam, da mat kiém soat.

Toi noi vai bao chi, “Nhuw toi da noi, ba danh hiéu vo dich Premier League
lién tiép that tuyét voi va ching toi chi cach mdt diém dé cé ki luc bon chive vo
dich lién tiép. Nhung diéu dé da khong xdy ra va ching tdi khong thich chuyén
do chit nao. Chiing t6i mudn cé hanh dong gi do6 vé két qua nay. Chiing t6i sé 6n
- T6i rat ty tin vé diéu do. Chung t6i c6 dugc bo khung tot & cau lac b, ching t6i
c6 doi ngli nhan vién giéi, huan luyén vién gioi va mot giam doc diéu hanh tuyét
voi. Chang c6 gi bat 6n vGi Manchester United, khong mot diéu gi ca. Vi vay
chiing t6i sé tién 1én.”

Va t6i da noi trén TV, “T6i da gap Rooney va cau ta chi lap lai nhitng diéu
dai dién cua cau ta da n6i. Wayne muon ra di. T6i da néi v6i Rooney, ‘Chi can
nhé mot diéu thoi: hay ton trong cau lac b nay. Toi khong mudn diéu gi ngu
ngoc dén tir cau, hay tén trong cau lac bo.” Biéu ma ching t6i dang thdy trén
truyén thong bay gio that dang that vong, vi ching t6i da lam moi th cé thé cho
Rooney, tir phtit ban dau cau ay dén cau lac bo. Chung t6i da ludn la bén bo danh
cho Wayne. Bat ké khi nao Rooney cé van dé, ching t6i déu dua ra 16i khuyén.
Chinh sach nay ciing ap dung véi tat ca cac cau tha, chi khéng chi danh riéng
cho Wayne Rooney. Va do6 la Manchester United - mot cau lac bo c6 toan bo lich
st va truyén thong dya trén sy trung thanh va niém tin gitta cac huan luyén vién,
cac cau thu va cau lac bd. Truyén théng do da cé tr thoi ky ctia Sir Matt Busby,
CLB nay dwoc tao 1ap nén tir d6. Wayne la nguwdi dugc hwdng 1gi tir nhitng diéu
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nay, cling nhw Ryan Giggs, Paul Scholes va tét ca cac cau tha khac. D6 1a nhitng
thit ma ching t6i muon cé duoc tir cau lac bo.”

Trong mot cudc hoi nghi dién dam v6i nha Glazer, tham vong trong twong
lai ctia cau lac bo dwgc dua ra thao luan va Wayne tr@ thanh mat trong nhitng cau
tha hwong lwong cao nhat & Anh, toi nghi nhw vay. Ngay hom sau cau dy dén dé
xin 16i. T6i néi véi Rooney, “Nhitng ngwdi ham md mdi la nhitng ngwoi cau nén
xin 16i.”

Cac cau tha trong doi c6 phan tng khac nhau. Mot so t6 ra gian dit, mot s6
khong quan tdm. 6 1a mot chwong dang buon trong sw nghiép cia Rooney vi
chuyén dé bién cau ta thanh mot ké ham tién, mot ké tir buén ba thanh vui vé
ngay lap titc khi dwgc tang lwong. D6 la cach moi viéc dién ra, nhung t6i khong
nghi chu y ctia Wayne la van dé tai chinh. Chuyén do roi ciing tr6i qua nhanh
chong. Tuy nhién, véi cac co6 dong vién, diéu dong lai chi la mot cam giac hoai
nghi...

Rooney van 6n chirng nao cau ay con ghi ban, nhwng trong nhitng lan khong
c6 ban thang c6 1é dau d6 van con cam giac oan gian. Cac cau thu c6 thé danh gia
thap chiéu sdu cam xuc ma nhitng ngwdi hdm mo danh cho mét cau lac bg. Thuc
ra diéu nay v6 cung quan trong, trong mét so truong hop cyc doan thi nhitng
ngwoi ham mo tham chi nghi rang chinh ho méi 1a cha cau lac bo. Mot so fan
ham mo ting ung ho doi bong trong 50 nam, ho danh ca cudc doi minh ¢ do. Vi
vay khi mot cau tha thé hién s khong trung thanh v6i mot cau lac bo, ngudi ham
mo sé khong phi thoi gian véi cau ta nita.

Rat it cau tha muon roi bé Manchester United. Chiing t6i c6 mdt thé hé cac
cau thta da danh tron sy nghiép ctia minh cho cau lac bd - Giggs, Scholes v.v... -
va nguwoi ham mo thi sé cam thay that la lung khi thdy mot cau thua cé y dinh gay
roi dé ra di, hay cong khai phan nan vé chinh sach chuyén nhugng.

Vao mua dong nam 2011, t6i da phai manh tay sau khi Wayne, Jonny Evans
va Darron Gibson tron ra ngoai choi dém. Ho di thang dén Southpost thué mot
khach san dé an mirng chién thang 5-0 ctia ching t6i trudc Wigan vao ngay lé
tang qua. Tat nhién, sang hom sau ho pho phac 1ét dén san tap. To6i bén di vao
phong tap gym noi ho dang luyén tap va n6i rang ho sé bi phat mot tuan lwong va
khong dwgc ra san thi dau trong tran gap Blacburn vao thit Bay.

Wayne can phai can than. Cau ta c6 nhitng pham chat t6t nhung chiing cé
thé bi bao mon néu thé lyc khong t6t. Hay nhin cach ma Ronaldo va Giggs cham
soc ban than. Wayne can phai lién tuc tap luyén. Bdi tuyén Anh da khong té ra
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khon ngoan chit nao khi cho cau ta nghi mot tuan trwéc ky EURO 2012 bai vi
cau ay c6 thé danh mat phong do. Néu Rooney vang mat vai tuan & United, can
phai cho cau ay bon hay nam tran ddu méi c6 thé 1ay lai dwgc sw sdac bén von co.
Ma ky EURO tai Ukraine nam d6 lai dién ra sau mét thang ké tir tran cudi cung
ctia mua bong tai MU!

Rooney khong hé nhan duwgc sw khoan dung nao ttr t6i, toi sé xt cau ta bat
ké khi nao cau ta sa sut thé lyc. Hinh phat rat don gian - cau ta sé khong duoc thi
dau. b6 la cach ma t6i dung dé xr ly nhitng van dé veé thé lyc cia cau tha, bat ké
ho la ai, va t6i thay chang c6 li do nao dé thay déi cach lam do6 trong nhitng nam
cudi s nghiép cam quan cua toi.

Wayne c6 kha nang thién phu dé tao ra nhitng khoanh khac vi dai trong cac
tran ddu. Trong nam cudi cung tai vi cda toi, khi cau ay phai ng6i ngoai vai lan,
cling nhw hay bi thay ra trong cac tran dau, t6i cam thdy Rooney da rat no luc dé
theo kip moi ngwoi nhung da mat di vai thé manh cii cia minh. Nhung cau dy van
c6 kha nang tao ra nhitng déng goép phi thwong cho doi bong. Pudng chuyén cho
Van Persie trong tran thang Aston Villa dé dam bao viéc gianh dugc chitc vo dich
that tuyét diéu, cling nhw ban thang nga ban dén vao lwéi Man City vay. Nhitng
khoanh khac toa sang d6 minh chitng cho dang cap cua Rooney. Nhung cung véi
thoi gian, t6i cam thdy Rooney phai no lyc cang ldc cang nhiéu dé lam nhirng
diéu dé trong 90 phuit, va cau ay dwong nhw da thim mét trong cac tran dau.

T6i thay Rooney ra trong tran dau véi Aston Villa béi vi Villa 1a doi béng cé
strc tré va rat nhanh nhen. D6i phuwong chay lién tuc va cau tha vao san thay
nguwoi cia ho da vugt qua Wayne. Cau dy dén phong cua t6i sau ngay chiing toi
gianh duwgc chirc vo dich va doi ra di. Rooney thdy khong hai long véGi viéc ngoi
ngoai trong mot so tran dau va phai vao san tir ghé dv bi trong mot s6 tran dau
khéc. Pai dién ctia Rooney, Paul Stretford, lai goi dién thoai cho David Gill v6i
cung mot thong diép nhu Wayne...

Moi cau thu moi khac biét. Mot s6 thay hanh phtic khi choi bong & mot cau
lac bo sudt ca su nghiép cua ho; s6 khac can nhitng thit thach méi, nhw cach ma
Van Persie cam thdy khi cdu dy gia nhap chiing t6i tir Arsenal. Toi tin rang sy thoi
thic phai chién dau va téa sang khong bao gio tan lui trong con nguwdi Rooney. Vi
thé t6i dé cau ta thao luan vé twong lai cia minh véi nguwsi ké nhiém t6i la David
Moyes, va hy vong sé thady nhiéu man trinh dién tuyét voi hon nita tt Wayne &
Old Trafford.
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hai muoi lam

CHIEN DICH CUOI CUNG

Chl’mg toi khong phai 1a nhitng ngwdi xa la déi véi nhitng ca nhan c6 tai nang
kiét xuat, nhung ching t6i phdi mat mot khodng thdi gian méi c6 thé hiéu dugc
Robin van Persie xuat sac nhw thé nao. Chat Iwgng caa nhitng pha chay ché tir
cdu ay la diéu khong phai ai cling thdy ngay dugc, ngay ca nhitng cau tha thong
minh nhat ctia ching t6i. Ngay ca Paul Scholes va Micheal Carrick, hai trong so
nhitng chan chuyén t6t nhat ma t6i tirng cd, cling gap rac roi khi lan dau phai theo
kip toc do di chuyén cua Persie.

Robin la anh sang dan duong trong mua gidi cu6i cung cua t6i trén cuong vi
hudn luyén vién tredng cia Manchester United. Mua gidi nay chung t6i da tré
thanh doi dau tién gianh dwgc 25 chién thang trong 30 tran dau dau tién. Phan
thwdng cudi mua la danh hiéu vo dich Premier League lan thit 20 ctia cau lac bo.
Chung t6i da gianh lai chiéc cip Premier League tir tay Manchester City khi giai
van con bon vong dau. Van Persie la ban hgp dong chuyén nhuwgng quan trong
cudi cung cua toi va nhitng ban thang cua cau ay, mét s6 c6 thé xem la tuyét voi,
da mang thém md6t pham chat kiéu nhw Cantona vao mét doi bong von da rat xuat
sac.

Néu ching t6i c6 mot thoi quen xau khi buwdc vao mua giai 2012- 2013, dé
la chuyén béng qua nhiéu & khu vire gitra san: cac cau tha chuyén bong qua lai dé
c6 duwgc cam giac bong. Vi Van Persie, ching t6i da kip thoi hoc dugce rang can
phéi tim cach thuwc hién mét dwong chuyén s6m dé loai bo hau vé déi phuwong.
Chi khi nao ndm dwgc nhitng kha nang nay thi ching t6i méi khai thac dugce sy
co dong va ban nang sat thu phi thwong cta Van Persie.

Do hoc dugce bai hoc noi trén mot cach kip thoi, chung toi da hudng loi tw
dé. Néu Wayne Rooney nhan dwgc bong trong khu vire tan cong & trung 16, cau ta
c6 thé chac chan rang Van Persie dang di chuyén, tim kiém va thoc vao nhitng
khoédng trong. Robin thuc hién chinh xac nhitng diéu t6i mudn & cau ta. Trong
giai doan tdp hudn tredc mua gidi khi con trong bién ché Arsenal, Robin chi c6
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21 phiit choi trong tran dau vdi Cologne & Ditc, vi vay cau ta thiéu di mét chut sy
sung sttc trong cac tran dau. Néi chung thé trang ctia Robin la 6n nhwng ching toi
van can dua cdu ta vé trang thai sung sitc nhat. T6i dd c6 dn tuwgng sau sic vai
Robin ngay tit lic bat dau.

T6i da néi ngay vdi Robin, “Dirng ngai chuyén chi dao va hwéng dan nhitng
cau thu khac. Cau la tha Iinh ¢ Arsenal va néu cau khéng khéng ngai, hdy quan
tam dén ho.” Robin la nguwdi kin tiéng hon t6i nghi, nhuwng c6 mot cai chan tréi
nguy hiém c6 thé khién cac tha mon chét lang vdi siic manh cia né. Ngudi ta hay
héi tai sao t6i lai dé cau ta - mot tién dao - da phat géc. Robin thwong thwe hién
nhitng qua phat goc tr canh phai, khong phdi bén trai, trong khi 1é ra cau ay nén
c6 mat trong vung cam dia. Cau trd 10i 1a nhitng qua phat géc tiv canh phdi cta
cau ay rat dang sg. Mua giai d6 Howard Wilkinson lwu y véi t6i rang theo mot
nghién citu ma 6ng ta xem qua, thi s6 ban thang ti* nhitng tinh huéng c6 dinh
dang c6 xu hwdng giam di. Tuy nhién, thyc té€ thi MU da ghi duge 10 ban thang
tir nhitng qua phat géc trong nira dau mua giai 2011-2012.

Doi bong lic dé6 khong xem Robin 1a mot nguwdi ngoai, mot cyu cau thu
Arsenal buéc vao lanh dia cua ho. Cac cau thu cta t6i la nhitng nguwoi rat biét
chao dén va chi doi hoi rang mot tan binh nén hoa minh vao dgi béng va ton
trong nhitng truyén thong trong phong thay do cda chung t6i. T6i ludn nhé viéc
Verén tGi cau lac bo va tat ca cac cau thu da roi san tap dé bat tay cau ay - vang,
cac cau that MU ludn luon la nhwe vay. Loi chao don nong nhiét nhat sé danh cho
cau thu tai nang nao c6 thé giip doi bong thang mot tran dau cang thang, cau thu
nao la tai san khong thé thiéu dwoc & dang cap cao nhat.

Nhu moi ngwoi khac trong gidi bong da, toi biét hgp dong ctia Van Persie
sap hét han, nhung t6i chac chan rang Arsenal sé s6m dat duwgc mot thoa thuan dé
ngdn can cau tha nay ra di. Tuy nhién, cang vé cudi mua gidi 2011-2012, t6i cang
c6 linh cdm rang Robin sé khong & lai doi bong mién bac London nita.

Dai dién cta cau ay da lién hé ching t6i. Vao thoi diém do Robin da tiép
xtc véi Man City, nhung thong diép dwa ra cé vé la Robin rat quan tam tdi viéc
thao luan véi MU. Cudi cung City da dwgc thong bao rang ciu dy sé khong gia
nhap cau lac bo cta ho, vi vay duvong nhu cau chuyén chi con la gitta ching toi
va Juventus; cau lac bo ma theo t6i thu thap thong tin dugc, da dé nghi mot mic
lvong khong 16 dé Robin téi choi bong & Turin.

Theo suy nghi cta t6i, c6 hai li do dé mot cau tha mudn ra di: vi vinh quang
hay vi tién bac. T6i c6 thé hiéu tai sao Robin muon gia nhap Juventus: day la mét
d6i bong tot, tra lwong cao. Tuy nhién, goi dé nghi ma ching t6i dwa ra da t6t dé
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cau ta thdy MU ton trong cau ta nhiéu nhu thé nao. Hon nita, phia sau 10i dé nghi
ctia MU con la mot sy nhiét tinh 16n lao!

Ké dén, chiing t6i ban bac v&i Arsenal vé mot mic phi chuyén nhwong kha
di. David Gill da goi cho Ivan Gazidis (Giam doc diéu hanh Arsenal) nhiéu lan,
bat dau tr thang Tw, nhung dwgc trd 10i rang Arsenal tin twdng c6 thé thuyét phuc
Robin ky mot ban hgp dong méi. Moi chuyén day dwa mét thoi gian cho dén khi
David dé nghi t6i goi truc tiép cho Arséne Wenger dé ong ta c6 thé noéi chuyén ro
rang lan cudi vé vu chuyén nhuwgng. Lic nay da ro rang 1a Robin sé ra di.

Hoan toan dé hiéu khi quan diém cua Arséne la: tai sao ching t6i nén ban
Van Persie cho Manchester United khi chiing t6i cé thé kiém duwgc 30 triéu bang
tr Man City hay Juventus? Cau tra 10i cia t6i la cau tha nay khong c6 khao khat
di t6i cau lac by doi thu cung thanh phd Manchester ctia ching t6i. Arséne phan
bac lai rang quan diém ctia Robin c6 thé sé thay doi néu City dwa ra mot 1oi dé
nghi hap dan hon, 16i dé nghi ma cau ta khong thé tir choi.

D6 la diéu hoan toan c6 thé.

T6i phdi ndi 16 ¢ day la nhitng cudc thao luan nay déu rat than thién. Khong
hé c6 sy thu dich nao ¢ day. Ching t6i 1a hai huan luyén vién lao luyén dang phai
d6i mat v&i nhitng van dé thyce té€. Van dé gay ra sy tri hoan chinh la viéc Arséne
hy vong nhan duwgc 30 triéu bang hodc hon tr cau tha hay nhat cia minh. Chuyén
nay tiép tuc kéo dai trong nhiéu tuan, sudt thoi gian dé toi da goi cho Arséne
thém 2-3 lan nita.

Thoi diém chiing t6i di dén thoa thudn la lic Arsenal biét Robin sé khong tai
ky hop dong va danh phai chap nhan diéu nay. Lwa chon ctia ho la Juventus hodc
United. Arsenal c6 gang ban Robin ra nwdc ngoai, nhung cau ta chi mudn choi
cho chiing t6i. Theo cach hiéu cua t6i thi Van Persie da chu dong néi thang véi
Arsene rang United la difm dén ma cau ta mong muon. Loi dé nghi cia ching
toi, tw David Gill cho Gazidis, 1a 20 triéu bang. Toi cling thong bao cho Arsene la
chiing t6i sé khong bao gid dwa ra mitc gia dén 25 triéu bang.

Arséne rat hay nghi ngd. Ong ta khong thé tin ring Manchester United s& tir
chai tra 25 triéu bang cho mot cau tha nhw vay.

T6i ndi véi Arséne mot lan nita: khong chap nhan gia 25 triéu bang. Arséne
bén hdi 10i dé nghi t6t nhat tw t6i 6 thé 1a bao nhiéu. Cau tra 10i: 22 triéu bang.
Cudi cung Arsenal chdp nhan gia 22,5 triéu bang va thém 1,5 triéu bang néu
ching t6i gianh chitc v6 dich Champions League hodc danh hiéu Premier League
trong sudt thoi gian hgp dong cta Van Persie ¢6 hiéu luc.
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Thé la thoa thuan da xong!

Tryc gidc cua t6i cho t6i biét Arséne cam thdy an di phan nao khi khéng
phdi ban Van Persie cho Man City, doi bong da mua Kolo Touré, Gael Clichy,
Emmanuel Aderbayor va Samir Nasri ttt Arsenal. C6 1€ ong ta khong wa thich mo
hinh s& hitu cia CLB Manchester City! Tuy gitta ching t6i da c6 nhiéu cudc
chién trong thoi gian dai, to6i nghi Arséne ton trong cach ma Manchester United
van hanh. Ong ta titng nhiéu 1an néi véi tdi chuyén dé. To6i ludn nhé ring Arséne
da noi véi t6i vé Van Persie, “Ong khong nhan ra dwgc dng dang c6 duge mot cau
tha gioi nhw thé nao dau.”

T6i nghi dén Cantona va Ronaldo va Giggs. Nhung Arseéne da ding. Kha
nang chay cho ctia Robin va thai diém thue hién ching that mé hodc. Cau ta cling
dwgc troi phi cho thé lyc sung man.

Van Persie nhan dugc mot khoan lwong thap hon tir chiing t6i, nhitng van rat
tuyét, dé dén choi cho mot doi bong noi cau ta tin rang minh c6 thé thanh cong
nhat. Vao bu6i ra mat, Robin da néi rang wéc mo tham kin tir thud bé ctia minh,
nhw moi dia tré ¢ qué huvong Ha Lan, la dugce choi cho Man United!

Robin biét t6i da tirng quan tdm dén cdu ta khi cau ta chi méi 16 tudi. Ngay
d6é Arsenal da danh bai ching t6i trong viéc c6 dwge Robin khi ciu ta noi 1én la
mot ngodi sao tai Feyenoord, nhung Robin nhan manh gidc mo doi vGi nhitng cau
bé & Ha Lan la duwgc mot ngay nao d6 khoac Ién minh chiéc 4o thi dau cua
United. Robin an twgng véi sy tré trung trong doi hinh cia ching t6i. Ching toi
c6 Giggs va Scholes, nhung cling c6 Chicharito va hai anh em nha Da Silvas,
Evans, Jones va Smalling, Welbeck. O tu6i 31, Carick dang c6 mua giai tot nhat
cho Manchester. D6i v&i mot s6 cau thu, khi ho thé hién phong do t6t nhat cua
minh, ho chot nhan thiy ro rang ho quan trong thé nao doi v6i doi bong, va diéu
do6 ngugc lai khién ho tredng thanh hon, nhw doi véi Carick.

Robin biét minh dang dén v6i mot cau lac bo da o6n dinh. Manchester City t6
ra dang sg trong mua giai tredc do, nhung ban khong thé goi ho la mot di bong
choi 6n dinh. Luon ludn ton tai mot van dé, véi viéc ai d6 dot phao hoa hodc gay
chuyén v6Gi huan luyén tredng; hay viéc Tévez muodn choi golf & Argentina. City
da gianh dugc chirc vo dich Premier League phan 16n nho vao nhitng né lwc cta
bon cau tht hang dau cta ho: Yaya Touré, Sergio Aguero, Vincent Kompany va
Joe Hart. A, con c6 thé ké thém tén mot ngdi sao quan trong nita 1a David Silva
vao ntra dau mua giai, mac du ti sau Giang sinh cau tha nay khong con dat phong
do cao nhu trude do.
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Ve céc tién dao, toi ludn c6 mot y kién nhu sau: chang han véi Cantona hay
Andy Cole, néu ho khong ghi ban thi ho sé nghi ho khong bao gio c6 thé ghi ban
lai nita. Trong con khat ban thang dién ra trong thoi gian ngan vao thang Ba mua
giai do, Van Persie da khong choi tot va diéu d6 anh hwdng dén cau ta. Nhung tr
lic ghi ban trong tran gap Stoke vao ngay 14-4, cau ta da thang hoa tré lai.

Trong vong nhiéu nam t6i da ching kién mot s6 ban thang bat t cua
Manchester United. Cantona lam dam dong khan gia no mat véi hai hay ba cu dut
diém tuyét voi theo kiéu bam béng qua dau thta mon. Khong kém ngoan muc la
cu stt theo kiéu xe dap chéng nguoc cia Rooney vao lwdi City. Man trinh dién
doé that dang kinh ngac. Sé khong c6 nhiéu diéu dé néi néu cu dit diém cao qua
dau khong thé quén d6 dugc thyc hién tr vach 5m50. Trong ban thdng nay,
Rooney ditng cach xa khung thanh gan 13m. Hon nita, vi cu tat cia Nani da doi
huwéng khi cham vao mot cau thu City, Wayne budc phai thyc hién mét sy diéu
chinh dang kinh ngac trén khong khi tung nguoi sut bong! Tin toi di, do la ban
thang dep nhat.

Nhung ban thang ctia Van Persie trong chién thdang 3-0 trwdc Aston Villa,
chién thang dam bao cho chitc vo dich cia ching t6i vao ngay 22-4, ciing hét sitc
dac biét: mot cu tung ngwoi bat vo 1é tr mot duwong chuyén dai choc khe cua
Rooney. M6t cau tha binh thudng cé thé thit sut nhw vy mot tram lan trén san
tap va chi ghi ban dwgc mot lan, nhung Van Persie c6 thé lam diéu d6 mot cach...
déu dan: mot cu tung nguwdi hoan hdo va ghi ban! Chinh ky nang thanh thao do da
mang lai cho cdu ta mot ban thdang twong tw véi ban thang ghi dwgc cho Arsenal
tredc Everton. Robin 1a mot ban hgp dong tuyét voi, nguoi da két thic mua giai
Premier League vGi 26 ban thang: 12 ban trén san nha va 14 trén san khach.
Robin ghi dwgc 17 ban tir chan trai va 8 vdi chan phdi, thém mot ban thang bang
dau. Nhitng con s6 d6 da mang lai cho Van Persie Chiéc giay vang lan thit 2 lién
tiép, phan thwdng danh cho cau thu ghi ban nhiéu nhét tai Premier League.

Ngugc lai, ching t6i tiép tuc dat niém tin vao thé hé tré. Nick Powell, nguoi
gia nhap ddi vao thang 7-2012, da nam trong tam ngam cua ching t6i tw thang
11-2011. CLB Crewe da mang cau ta vé doi dé choi ¢ vi tri canh trai khi Nick chi
17 tudi va van con hoi 16ng ngéng. Doi ngii nhan vién ¢ hoc vién cta ching toi
da danh dau tén Powell va sau d6 theo doi cau ta thwong xuyén. Jim Lawlor da
dén xem Nick va té ra quan tdm, du chinh 6ng ta ciing chwa chac vi tri t6t nhat
cta cau ta la gi, ma chi nghi Nick la mot chang trai kha dé gan...

Vi vay t6i c* Martin di xem xét Nick lan th hai. Quan diém cia Martin la
cau ay chac chan c6 tai nhung chwa da. Sau d6 Mick Phelan da dén “xem gio
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cang” cau ta trong mot vai tran dau, va cudi cung la téi lwgt toi, trong tran Crewe
gap Aldershot. Chi sau nam phut ng6i xem trén khan dai, t6i bao Mick, “Cau nay
dwgc day, Mick a. Pugc ddy!” Tat ca thé hién & trong dong tac cham bong va tam
nhin cua Powel!

Vao mot thoi diém trong tran dau téi da thdy cau ta chay gilta chitng gdp
mot hau vé doi phuong, nhin nhanh qua vai anh nay va chi don gian la 16p bong
chuyén cho trung phong thic hién mat sut vao khung thanh. Sau dé chiing t6i con
c6 dip xem Nick thyc hién mot ca danh dau, kha nang thay doéi téc do v.v... Trén
duong vé toi noéi voi Mick, “T6i sé goi cho Dario Gradi,” lic d6 la giam doc tai
Crewe.

“T6i da thay ong tai tran dau ngay hém qua,” Dario noi.

“T6i muon néi vé cau bé co tén Powell,” toi dap. “Bay gio dirng mang cau ta
di dau ca. Con s6 cua 6ng la bao nhiéu?”

Dario néi, “Sau triéu.”

T6i bat cuwdi trede cau tra 10i d6. Nhuwng roi ching toi da xay dung mot thoa
thudn tiém nang theo huéng dé, vdi nhitng khoan tra thém néu sau nay Nick dwgc
lén da & doi mot cia MU hay duogc triéu tap vao doi tuyén Anh. Mai dén khi két
thiic mua giai, sau nhitng tran play-off thi Powell m@&i dugc cho biét vé thwong vu
nay. Vdi tiém nang ctia minh, cau ta chac chan sé c6 mat trong doi hinh ctia tuyén
Anh mot ngay nao do. Powell c6 thé choi & moi vi tri, ti* cao nhat trén hang cong
dén nhitng vi tri khac trong bd may tan cong. Cau ta nhanh ghé gém, c6 thé choi
tot ca hai chan va sit xa t6t. Trong mua dong nam 2012 Nick bi nhiém mot loai
virus va ban géi cia cau ay gap tai nan xe hoi nghiém trong. Cau ay la mot nguai
rat vo tuw, nhung tin toi di, d6 1a mot cau thu tot.

Shinji Kagawa la mot ban hgp dong t6t khac trong mua hé dé. Chung toi
khong héi mua cau ta sau mua giai dau tién cta cau ta & Ditc, béi vi thi thoang
mot cau thu thé hién phong do cao va chwa chac da c6 thé duy tri dugce né.
Kagawa da choi trong mot doi hinh rat t6t cua Dortmund, doi hinh ma t6i cho la
c6 kha nang gianh duwgc chiic vé dich Champions League vao nam 2013. Cudi
cung ho da dén dugc trdn chung két nhwng that bai dwdi tay Bayern Munich.
biéu dau tién t6i dé y ¢ Shinji la tw duy choi béng sac bén. Mick va t6i da bay
dén Berlin dé xem tran chung két ctip Quoc gia Bic vao mua he nam 2012, khi
dé t6i tinh cd ngbi canh Ngai Thi tredng Dortmund trong bo do thé thao va phu
nhan. Tha twéng Angela Merkel cling ngbi gan dé cung vdi Joachim Low, huan
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luyén vién tredng cia doi tuyén Bic. Khi dugce gidi thiéu véi ba thu twéng DPrc,
t61 tw nghi, “Oi troi, qua 1a minh da di dugc mot doan duwong dai...”

Khong c6 cach nao dé t6i co thé gidu minh ¢ ché dé - nhwng moi nguwdi han
déu biét t6i sé dén day.

Mua he dé nha Glazer rat hanh phic khi theo du6i Van Persie hay Robert
Lewandowski va Kagawa. Trong nhiéu giai doan thanh cong nhit cia MU, chiing
toi co thé co6 tdi 4 tién dao xuat sac. Tat nhién, viéc bao dam sao cho ca bon
ngwoi bon ho déu cam thdy minh dugc trong dung c6 thé khong dé dang, viéc nay
doi héi nhiéu ky nang ngoai giao. Tuy nhién cudi cung Dortmund da tir ch6i ban
Lewandowski, cau thu c6 mot nén tang thé lyc tuyét voi va c6 nhitng pha chay
cho rat tot.

Mot chit ky khac la Alexander Buttner, dén tir cau lac bo Vitesse Arnhem
ctia Ha Lan. Chung toi da cho phép Fabio t6i Queens Park Rangers duwdi dang
cho muwon va ching t6i da c6 vai hau vé trai tifm nang, nhung van can dén kinh
nghiém trong khu virc d6 va dy phong cho Evra, do d6 Buttner da dwgc nhac dén.
Cau dy ludn gianh dwgc bong, cé nhitng cu stt tot, c6 kha nang qua mat cac hau
vé doi phuwong - mot mon hoi khi gia cia cau ta chi la 2,5 triéu euro. Buttner la
mot chang trai manh mé khi thi dau, kién dinh, nhanh nhen va la mot cau thu
chuyén bong rét tot.

Trong nita dau mua giai do, da c6 nhitng lic chung t6i thi dau khong chac
chan. Chung t6i da choi lac 16i qua nhiéu lan vi sé thich cua téi tride khi thi ddu
chat ché lai tir thang Mot trd vé sau. Vi tri thi moén that phitc tap. De Gea bi viém
rang va can phai mo dé nho hai chiéc rang ham trong cta cau ay. De Gea da vang
mat vai tran dau vi li do d6 va Anders Lindergaard da khéng pham phai sai lam
nao @ vi tri tht moén. Cau ta thi dau tot tai Galatasary va khi doi dau véi West
Ham. Khi do, 16i nhan ctia t6i cho De Gea la t6i can phai cong bang v6i Anders.
Nhung sau chién thang sit sao 4-3 trudc Reading vao ngay 1-12, De Gea da tré
lai va choi tot suot nita cudi ciia mua giai, dac biét khi cau ta téa sang trong tran
hoa 1-1 tai Real Madrid vao thang Hai.

T6i van luon ky vong cao vao Javier Hernandez. Van dé véi Chicharito la sy
sung strc. Trong ba mua giai lién tiép cau ta con phai thi dau tron mua hé cho
tuyén qudc gia. Tat nhién ching t6i da hgp tac t6t vdi Mexico: cac vi cha tich
Lién doan béng da va Uy ban Olympic Mexico cling v&i nhitng huan luyén vién
cia ho da t6i gap va lam viéc véi t6i. Toi da cho ho xem ho so y té cua
Chicharito. Chiing t6i thdo ludn xem Chicharito c6 thé choi & hai tran vong loai
ctia World Cup ciing nhv ctia Olympic khong.
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Chicharito da néi, “Tot hon la t6i nén vang mat hai trdn dau kia va choi &
giai Olympic vi toi nghi ching t6i sé gianh chién thang tai day.” Phai chang cau
ta dang ndi gion - téi tham nghi.

Javier tiép tuc, “Néu ching t6i khong gap Brazil & i két, ching toi sé vo
dich.”

Trong lic d6 chiing t6i da dau tw rat nhiéu vao mot trung tam y té hoanh
trang mdi cho Carrington. Gio ddy chung t6i c6 thé lam dwgc moi thw tai
Carrington, chi trit nhitng ca phau thuat. Ching t6i c6 nhitng chuyén gia chita
bénh vé chan, nha si, cAc may noi soi cat 16p v.v..., ndi chung la moi thi. Lgi ich
cda viéc nay khong chi ndm & cho c6 moi thiét bi y té ngay tai khu vue tap luyén
Carrington, ma con la viéc ngan thong tin vé cac chan thwong cua cau tha lot ra
ngoai va trd thanh nhitng tin “hot” v6i cong chung. Trong qua khw, khi phai gui
mot cau tha chan thwong dén bénh vién, céc tin don sé lan nhanh khap thanh phé.
RO rang ching t6i khong hé ngoi yén: trung tam y té c6 thé 1a mot trong nhitng sy
mua sam t6t nhat cia MU.

Con phai nhac t6i mot sy kién quan trong trong mua giai do: 10i cao budc,
sau d6 da bi hay bo bai nhitng nha chitc trach, cho rang trong tai Mark
Clattenburg da dung ngon ngi mang tinh phan biét chiing toc véi cac cau thu
Chelsea trong chién thang 3-2 cua chiing t6i tai Stamford Bridge vao ngay 28-10.
Nhung treede hét hdy néi déi 10i vé tran dau: thi dau véi Chelsea duwéi thoi Di
Matteo ching to6i phdi tim ra cadch dé ngan can Juan Mata, Oscar va Eden
Harzard. Ba cau tha nay dang hanh ha cac doi bong va tao nén phong cach cho
Chelsea. Hai tién vé phong ngy cta ho, Ramires va Mikel, cling dang lam muwa
lam gi6. Chung t6i da lwa chon cach don vé canh phai dé tan cong nhitng khu vic
ho da bo trong khi tan cong, va siét chat khoang trong ctia Mata.

D6 1a mat tran dau kich tinh cho dén khi xay ra nhitng hanh vi tai quai vao
cudi tran dau. Khi Fernando Torres bi dudi khéi san, Steve Holland, mot trong
nhitng trg ly cua Di Matteo, da tién t&i d6 16i cho t6i. Toi kinh ngac nhin ong ta.
Mike Dean, trong tai thi tw, khong sao hiéu néi nhitng 16i cdo budc ctia Holland,
bé&i Torres 1y ra phai bi dudi tir hiép mdt vi mot ct tac béng nham vao Cleverley.

Khi Hernandez ghi ban thang gitp chung t6i gianh chién thang, mot ntra céi
ghé da bay dén va tring vao chan Carrick, cung véi nhitng chiéc bat Itra va cac
dong xu!

(Va vi thé), t6i van thac mac liéu nhitng cdo budc sau nay ma Chelsea danh
cho trong tai Clattenburg c6 phai la man tung héa mu dé che day nhitng rac roi
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dén tir dam dong khan gia cia ho hay khong.

Hai mwoi phit sau tran dau, toi cung véi doi ngli nhan vién vao trong dé
uong chut regu véi BHL Chelsea. Trong can phong nho, c6 Chu tich Bruce Buck,
Gidm doc Piéu hanh Ron Gourlay, HLV treéng Di Matteo va vg 6ng ta. Ngay 1ap
tic t6i cdm nhan bau khong khi tai d6 c6 gi khong 6n. Chiing t6i ditng & cira va
nghi co 1€ nén roi khoi noi nay.

Thitc an chwa dwgc bay ra, rwgu vang ciling chwa dwgc khui san. Phia
Chelsea chi n6i gon 16n “Xin cac 6ng c tw nhién,” va roi khoi phong.

Nhén vién ctia t6i da thay Mikel lao vao phong trong tai cung vGi John Terry
va Di Matteo. Bat ké ai n6i v&i Mikel rang Clattenburg da néi diéu gi d6 gay kich
dong déu dang gdy ra mot chuyén 16n. Chelsea cling qua voi va khi thong bao
ngay cho gidi bao chi nhiéu tin titc vé vu cado budc nay. Lé ra, mot luat su cé thé
binh tinh va néi, “Hay chd dén ngay mai xem sao.”

Viéc Branislav Ivanovic bi dudi khoi san trong tran dau d6 hoan toan ro
rang. Con trong tinh huéng kia, Torres da ngad xuong that dé dang nhung Evans
da dudi kip cau ta. Khi quan sat lai vi tri cta trong tai Clattenburg, ban c6 thé
hiéu tai sao 0ng ta dudi Torres ra khdi san vi t6i gia vo nga. Torres bwdc thém
mot budc va sau dé nga lan ra. Tat nhién chi va cham nhe la da dé don nga mot
cau tha dang di chuyén nhanh, nhung rd rang Torres nga qua “mém mai”. To6i
khong hiéu tai sao vi trg ly Holland lai nghi t6i da tao ap lwc khién Clattenburg
dudi Torres khéi san! Mdt vai ngay sau, Di Matteo tuyén bo rang t6i da cé qua
nhiéu quyeén luc véi cac trong tai.

T6i da c6 nhitng lan tranh cai véi cac trong tai diéu khién tran ddu sudt ca
cudc doi toi. Khi con la cau thu, t6i ting bi dudi khéi san tam lan. Khi lam HLV
& Scotland t6i ciing bi dudi 1én khan dai 3-4 lan gi d6. Twong tu, t6i cling da bi
phat rat nhiéu khi lam cong tac hudn luyén tai Anh. T6i luén tranh cai vé tinh
hu6ng nay hay tinh hudng kia. Nhung t6i chi lam vay vGi nhitng gi toi truc tiép
chitng kién, t6i hoan toan chang khi nao di duong vong dé gay sic ép nay no 1én
cac trong tai.

Theo t6i, chdang bao gid c6 chuyén mot trong tai dang cap c6 thé phan biét
do6i x doi vai mot cau thu. Toi da goi cho Mark Clattenburg va néi, “T6i thay
tiéc vi ching t6i lai dinh vao chuyén nay.” T6i da san sang dé ai d6 c6 tham
quyeén goi ching toi dén dé diéu tran, that may la chuyén nay khong bao gio xdy
ra. Toi khong biét thém gi vé diéu nay cho tdi khi toan doi dap may bay vé
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Manchester. Lién doan bong da Anh (FA) da mat thoi gian qué lau dé di dén
quyét dinh Mark v6 t0i. Chuyén do 1€ ra da co thé két luan trong hai ngay.

Twr thang 1-2013 ching t6i thye sy thang tién tai gidi Premier League, tao ap
lwc ndng né 1én Man City su6t cuoc dua. T6i hiéu rd MU dang bi khung lai, nén
cam giac giai thoat va khuay khoa chi dén thyc sy vao cai dém ching t6i danh bai
Aston Villa dé gianh dwgc danh hiéu v6 dich ma théi. Tat nhién ching t6i sé
gianh dugc chic vo dich, nhung viéc két thiac hanh trinh nay vao thang Tuw va
ngay trén san nha Old Trafford van mang lai cam giac v6 cung thoa man. T6i nhw
mudn bung nd. Trong cac tran dau sau do, t6i van tiép tuc duy tri cac budi noéi
chuyén vdi déi va chuan bi cho céac tran dau that tét. Tinh chuyén nghiép cta
Manchester United van dwgc duy tri nguyén ven.

That vong duy nhat dwong nhién la viéc thua & vong 16 doi tai giai
Champions League tr6c Real Madrid, trong mot tran dau ma tinh huéng dang
nh@ nhat la quyét dinh 16 bich dudi Nani ra khoi san cda trong tai ngwdi Tho Nhi
Ky Cuneyt Cakir, chi vi mot tinh huoéng tranh chap vo thuwéng vo phat. Trong tran
lugt di tai Tay Ban Nha, chiing t6i da c6 man trinh dién hién tuyét voi, tao ra 20
phut day bao tap vao dau tran dau. Chung t6i da co6 thé ghi dugc sau ban thang.
Do dé t6i khong hé so phai doi dau lai véi doi bong ctia José Mourinho trén san
nha. Chuing t6i da c6 mot ké hoach t6t cho tran dau, nang lwgng caa ching toi doi
dao va ching t6i da budc thu mon cua ho phai c6 ba hay bon pha citu thua tuyét
voi, trong khi David de Gea hiém khi phai 1am viéc.

Nani bi dudi vao phuat 56 vi nhay 1én tranh béng va da c6 va cham nhe véi
Alvaro Arbeloa, va trong mudi phit sau dé chiing toi da nd lyc duy tri thé tran.
Chung t6i thue sy bi soc vi chiéc thé dé nay. Roi Modric da gitp Real cé ban
thang g& hoa cho ban phén Iwéi nha cta Sergio Ramos, ké dén Ronaldo da két
liéu chiing t6i vao phut 69. Nhung ching t6i 1€ ra da c6 thé ghi duwgc nam ban
trong muoi phiut cudi. P6 thye sy la mot tham hoa, mot that bai vé cung cay
dang.

To6i rat buon dém d6 va vang mat vao budi phong van sau tran dau. Néu
chiing t6i danh bai Real Madrid, c6 du li do dé tin rang MU c6 thé thang ca giai
ddu. Toi da dé Wayne & ngoai trong tran lwgt vé vi can ai do tao ap luc 1én
Alonso va chai ap sat cau ta. Ji-Sung Park ctia nhitng nam vé tredc sé 1a lwa chon
hoan hao cho nhiém vu nay. Hay nh¢ lai rang ti 1é chuyén thanh cong ctia Andrea
Pirlo cho Milan la 75%, nhung khi ching t6i dung Ji-Sung Park lam nhiém vu
gay ap luc gianh lai bong, ti 1€ tan cong caa Pirlo da bi giam xuéng chi con 25%
ma thdi! Vao ngay gap lai Real hom do6, khong c6 cau thu nao t6t hon dé tao ap
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lyc 1én Alonso ngoai Welbeck. Pung vay, ching toi da hy sinh kha nang ghi ban
ctia Wayne, nhung ching to6i biét can phéi phong téa Alonso va tan dung diéu
nay.

Ronaldo rat tuyét voi trong ca hai tran dau. Sau tran lwot di & Madrid cau ta
da vao phong thay do cta chiing t6i va ng6i n6i chuyén véi cac cau thu. Ronaldo
rd rang van nhd cac dong doi cii. Sau tran dau tai Old Trafford, khi t6i dang xem
doan bang Nani bi dudi, cau ta da vao dé an ui t6i. Chinh cac cau tha Real cling
biét viéc rut thé do cho Nani la ngu xuan! Mesut Ozil thira nhan véi mot trong
nhitng cau tht MU rang cac cau thu Real cam thdy ho nhu vira thoat ra khéi nha
tu vay. Cristiano da ti ch6i an mirng ban thang, chuyén dé tot théi, béi vi néu
khong t6i da bop ¢6 cau ta! Khong ¢ van dé nao véi Ronaldo ca, don gidn do la
mot chang trai rat tot.

Y nghi cubi cling ctia t6i khi Man City mét chitc vo dich vé tay Manchester
United la ho da khong tap hgp da nhitng cau thu c6 thé hiéu duwgce tam quan trong
cta chitc vo dich Premier League, cai ma ho méi gianh duwgc lan dau tién sau 44
nam. RO rang danh bai Manchester trong mot cugc dua gianh danh hiéu la qua du
v6&i mot sO cau tha Man City, do d6 ho nhi dam chim trong cam giac théa man!
Béo vé chitc vo dich la mot budc di kho khan tiép theo; va City khéng cé dugc
tam ly ding dan dé bao vé thit ma ho tirng gianh dwgc mot cach kich tinh nhat
nam trwedc do, vao mot ngay khoéa s6 hap dan nhat trong lich st cia Premier
League.

Khi t6i gianh dugc chite vo dich Premier League dau tién vao nam 1993, t6i
khong muén doi béng ctia minh tha 1éng. Y nghi dé khién t6i hoang sg. Téi kién
quyét tiép tuc tién 1én phia tredc, phat huy sitc manh cia doi nhiéu hon nita. To6i
néi vdi Ita cau tha nam 1993 do6 nhw sau: “Khi c6 ky nghi, vai ngwdi chi mudn
tGi Saltcoats, noi cach Glasgow von ven hai muwoi dam doc theo bo bién. Mat s6
ngudoi tham chi chang muoén lam diéu do: ho thay hanh phic khi & nha hay ngam
nhitng cht chim va nhitng con vit trong cong vién. Va mét s6 khac lai muon...
bay 1én dén mat trang...”

“Va dé chinh la sy khac biét vé hoai bdo ctia con nguoi.”
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Toi khong hé nghi rang ngwoi ta sé 14y tén t6i dé dat cho mot khan dai tai Old Trafford. D6 qué 1a mot

“am muu”, nhung diéu d6 lam cho t6i hét sitc ti hao.
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Bobby Robson la ngudi cé site hit tuyét voi. Chung t6i dang lan lwgt trd 15i phong van bao chi sau

mot tran dau tai cip UEFA nam 1981 giita d6i Aberdeen ctia t6i va doi Ipswich Town ctia 6ng.
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Dot phé 16n cia toi tai ddu trwong chau Au — Aberdeen danh bai Real Madrid trong tran chung két ciip

C2 nam 1983.
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Willie Miller nang cao chiéc ctip C2 chau Au ctia ching t6i trén san Gothenburg. Aberdeen da vuot

qua Real Madrid, mét trong nhitng tén tu6i 16n nhat trong bong da.
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Trong vai trd tr¢ Iy huan luyén vién doi tuyén Scotland cho Jock Stein. Ong qua 1a mot thién tai, va

t6i ludn ludn hoi 6ng vo van cau hoi vé nghé huan luyén.
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Chu tich MU, Martin Edwards, luén & bén t6i trong nhitng ngay kho khan triedc khi to6i dat nhitng

thanh cong dau tién.
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Phai chang tran chung két cip FA nam 1990 (da lai) v6i Crystal Palace da citu chiéc ghé HLV trudng
cua t6i tai MU? C6 1€. Trong hinh, bén trai 1a Norman Davies, ngwdi phu trach trang phuc thi dau ciaa

CLB, ngudi ban than thiét cua t6i, nay da qua doi.
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Ryan Giggs luon duwgc cac dong doi tai MU kinh trong. Anh dang di béng qua Warren Barton ctia

Wimbledon trong nhitng ngay dau sy nghiép.
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Paul Scholes da hay hon cé Paul Gascoigne. “Qud nho con!”, t6i titng nghi nhw vay khi mdi nhin thdy

cdu ta — mot suy nghi hoan toan sai lam.
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Thé hé vang 1992: HLV Eric Harrison véi nhitng chang trai vang cia MU sau nay.

Tir trdi qua phdi: Giggs, Butt, Beckham, Gary Neville, Phil Neville, Scholes va Terry Cooke.
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Steve Bruce va Gary Pallister ludn tréu dua, vui vé véi nhau, nhung day chinh la mot trong nhitng cap

trung vé xudt sdc nhat.
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Eric Cantona c6 kha nang dinh doat tran dau theo phong cach cuc ky nghé sy cda cu ta. Ban thang

mudn cta Eric gitp ching t6i gianh cip FA ndm 1996.
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Peter Schmeichel la mot tha mén “khéng 16”. Céc dot 1én béng khung khiép ctia déi tht ran maét

Wimbledon F.C. trong lan dau ra mét tai United khong lam cau ta chun budc.
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United khong bao gid budng xudi. Trong trdn dau hoi ndm 2001, ching t6i bi Spurs dan triede 3 ban,
nhung van két thic bang chién thang 5-3.

Trong hinh 1a Veron sau khi ghi ban thang thit 4.
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Beckham ludn c6 sy ty tin khong gi lay chuyén néi. Cau ta la mgt chang trai day sitc manh, mét bac

thay vdi trdi bong trong chan.
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Lai v6 dich mét 1an nita, thang 5-2003. Pay ciing chinh la trdn cudi cung cia Beckham tai United.

David xttng dang v&i moi 161 nggi khen khi tiép tuc duy tri dwge phong do dinh cao sau dé.
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Nguoi Brazil Ronaldo dwgc khan gia tai Old Trafford ditng day vo tay tan thwdng sau ct hat-trick cho

Real Madrid nam 2003. Fan cia MU hiéu rd thé nao la tai nang!
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Nhitng trdn dau 16n tai cip chau Au luén thir thach trdi tim ching t6i. Sy cing thing hién rd trong tran

dau san khach véi Real Madrid tai Champions League 2003.
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Vang mat tai mot bubi xét nghiém chat kich thich, Rio Ferdinand sép d6i dién v&i mot budi diéu tran.

Rio va Roy Keane dang buc ra khoi san Old Trafford.
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Mot an phat qua khéc nghiét: Rio bi cdm thi ddu 8 thang. Nhung cau lac b MU luén & bén canh cau

ta.
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Dai trudng Roy Keane mang mét phén ca tinh cda t6i vao trong céc tran dau. Tuy nhién, nhitng chdn

thwong sau nay da khién Roy khong con du sitc hoat dong tich cyc trén san nhiéu nhuw trude.
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Cristiano Ronaldo tdn dung moi co hgi khi ¢6 thé, ké ca danh dau. Hay xem céu ta dang bat cao danh

dau trong tran chung két ciip FA nam 2004.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chia vui cung ngwdi hdam mg — chiing t6i vira danh bai Millwall 3-0 trong tran chung két cip FA nam

2004, bén canh t6i 1a Mikael Silvestre.
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Tap hét minh, choi hét minh: trong phong thay d6 sau chién thing triwdc Millwall. Ronaldo tréng hét

sitc “nhi” vao thoi diém do...
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Ludn ludn la doi thi: Arséne Wenger va t6i c6 nhiéu tranh cai, nhung duong nhu ¢6 nhiéu thit gan két

hon la chia cat chiing t6i.
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Arséne gian dién nguwoi sau khi chiing t6i chan ding chubi 49 tran bét bai cia ho — thang 10-2004.
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Ruud van Nistelrooy khai héa trong chién thing ctia MU tri@c Arsenal, cham dit hy vong dat méc 50

trdn bat bai cia “Phao tha”. Mot ngay bung nd.
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Rafa Benitez bién sy kinh dich giita hai CLB thanh chuyén c4 nhan, nhung t6i c6 thé xtt ly dugc diéu
do...
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Khi Jose Mourinho dén v@i Chelsea, t6i nghi “Cha, mét tay cling cya vira dén day!”. Qua that, mét

thach thitc méi da xudt hién.
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Than twgng Denis Law va ngudi ban than Bobby Robson trong buéi tiéc ky niém 20 ndm t6i dan dat

MU. Khi con thi ddu, t6i titng mo wéc minh sé duwgc nhu Denis.
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Ronaldo la mét hoc tro kiéu mau. Carlos Queiroz déng vai tro quan trong trong sy phat trién cua cau

thi nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ole Gunna Solskjaer 1a mot sat thi bam sinh. T6i nhw thay lai chinh ban than minh trong cac tién dao

ctia MU sau nay.
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“Gio cta Fergie” — toi chi tay vao dong ho dé de doa céac dai thu, bdi ho biét rang United rat hay ghi

ban trong nhitng phit bu gid.

https://thuviensach.vn



Michael Carrick ghi ban trong chién thang hiy diét 7-1 cia MU trwdc AS Roma tai Old Trafford ndm

2007 — mdt man trinh dién gan nhw hoan hao.
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Nhitng cdu bé vang Ronaldo va Rooney trong chién thang 7-1 trudc Roma. Ronaldo ghi 2 ban,

Rooney 1 ban.
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Moscow, qué nha cia Roman Abramovich, la sn khiu cho chién thing cta ching t6i trwedc Chelsea
trong trdn chung két Champions League nam 2008. Ryan Giggs thuc hién qua 11m cudi cung trong

loat da luan luwu...
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Thanh tich da luén lvu 11m caa céc doi bong do t6i huédn luyén khong dwgc t6t. Thoat tién, t6i khong

thé tin dugc rang MU da chién thang khi Edwin van der Sar chdn dwgce cu sut cia Nicolas Anelka.
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Vinh quang tré vé tit Moscow: Giggs va Ferdinand dang cam trong tay nhitng chiéc ctip v6 dich

Premier League va Champions League ndam 2008 khi toan dgi vira xuéng may bay tai Manchester.
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T6i ludn ung ho Bang Lao dong — quan hé ban be véi Tony Blair va Gordon Brown.
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Nha Glazer lu6n ung ho va hé trg t6i trong cong viéc tit nhitng ngay dau ho xuat hién. Cac 6ng cha
ludn dé t6i thye hién cong viéc cia minh. Avram (bén trai), Joel va Bryan cuing t6i tro chuyén tai Vale

do Lobo (B6 Dao Nha).
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Mo6n dua ngya gitp t6i thoat khéi sitc ép trong cong viéc hudn luyén hang ngay. Trong hinh, t6i va

ngudi dong s@ hitu chii ngwa What A Friend dang an mirng chién thang tai cudc dua ngya Aintree.
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T6i ludn thich thd néi chuyén vdi cac nai ngwa. Ngai Ruby Walsh dang gidi thich cho t6i cach luyén

con ngwa dua What A Friend dé né gianh chién théng...
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Cht ngwa dua What A Friend vé dich trong cudc dua Betfred Bowl Chase.
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Cap trung vé thép Vidic va Ferdinand 1a nén tang dé t6i xay dyng d6i bong. Nemanja vira ghi ban vao

lwdi Inter Milan trong mét tran dau tai Champions League, va Rio lao dén chia vui vdi dong doi!
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Rat khé tim ra nhitng hu vé trai xuat sic, nhung chiing t6i da c6 mot trong nhitng nguwdi nhw vay —

Patrice Evra — mgt ngudi chién thang bam sinh!

https://thuviensach.vn



G

Ban thang dep nhéat cta United trong thgi ky huan luyén cda t6i 1a ci “xe dap chong ngwoc” cla

Rooney vao lwéi Manchester City vao thang 2-2011.
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Ching t6i chuan bj rat ky lwdng cho tran chung két Champions League 2011 v@i Barcelona. Tuy

nhién, chang phai sy chuan bi nao ciing dan dén thanh cong...
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Daéi tha xudt sdc nhat ma t6i tirng gap — doi hinh tuyét voi caa Barcelona nam 2011.

https://thuviensach.vn



Bobby Charlton lu6n la nguwdi ban trung thanh va tuyét voi caa téi. Liéu con ai tot hon thé khi sat canh

bén ban?

]

https://thuviensach.vn



MGt tram xe bus cii? Khong hé, day chinh la The Cliff, san tap cua ching t6i cho dén tdn nam 1999.

T6i cting Scholes va Giggs “vé tham trudng cii”.
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Thu ky riéng khong-thé-thiéu, Lyn Laffin, gitp t6i giai quyét hang nii cong viéc hanh chinh hang

ngay.
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David Gill 1a vi cha tich tuyét nhat ma t6i titng cong tac. Anh luén néi thang, trung thanh, cé kién

thitc sdu rong vé bong da...
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Doc cho ky hét! Giam d6c Truyén théng Phil Townsend dang bao cdo cho t6i cac tin titc lién quan

trén bao chi méi ngay.
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S6 lwgng nhan vién tai CLB tang rat nhiéu trong su6t nhiém ky kéo dai 26 nam rui caa toi tai United.

T6i danh gia cao tat ca moi nguwdi ¢ day. Py la hinh chup t6i va nhém git i caa CLB!
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T6i va ngudi phu trach trang phuc cho CLB, Albert Morgan, trong phong thay d6 tai Old Trafford,

thang 8-2011.
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Edwin van der Sar la mot trong nhitng thi mén vi dai nhat trong vong ba thap ky trd lai day. Lé ra

chiing t6i da phai ky hgp déng vdi cau ta s6ém hon.
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Tht mo6n tré day tai nang David de Gea nhanh choéng tién bg vugt bac tr khi gia nhap United tir qué

huwong Tay Ban Nha.
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buong ham tinh yéu cua t6i — budce ra san co Old Trafford, thang 8-2011.
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Cuu vuong cta Old Trafford — Eric Cantona — trong ngay trd lai du khén tran dau chia tay va ton vinh

Paul Scholes, mua he 2011.
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Céc trg ly tuyét voi caa t6i — Mick Phelan va René Meulensteen. To6i chiu on cac HLV phu ta va trg ly

tai day rat nhiéu...
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Buoi 1€ ky niém 25 nam lam viéc cda t6i tai United, thang 11-2011. Mot s6 cau thu nwdc ngoai tai day

6 1é sé hai ngac nhién tredc bg“lé phuc” caa HLV trudng.
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Toi cho rang Roberto Mancini dd qudy ray trong tai ban (trong tai thit 4) qua nhiéu trong trdn derby
thanh Manchester va tién dén “cy ny” 6ng ta. Chi la mét tranh cdi nho va s6m dugc bé qua gitta

ching toi.
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T6i danh gid cao nhitng gi Roberto Mancini da lam dwgc tai Manchester City. Trong nhiém ky 1au

nam tai MU, t6i da chitng kién vai déng nghiép dén va di tai Man City.
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Buoi 1é twdng niém tham hoa Hillsborough tai san Anfield thang 9-2012 da dugc hai CLB t6 chitc mot

cach tuyét voi. Sir Bobby Charlton dang bét tay Ian Rush tai sy kién nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cac nha béo tdng t6i moén qua chia tay la banh kem c6 hinh dang giong... chiéc mdy sdy t6c. Qua that
t6i c6 hoi hung dit trong cac cudc hop bao, nhung khong phai la khéng c6 nhitng tiéng cudi vui vé

trong nhitng lan do.
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Ngudi ké nhiém (luc d6 t6i chua biét diéu nay): David Moyes dan d6i Everton tGi Old Trafford, thang

2-2013.
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Miéng ghép cubi cung: hat-trick cia Robin van Persie trudc Aston Villa ddm bdo chitc vo dich

Premier League mua béng 2012-2013 cho MU. Robin qué la mot thwong vu tuyét voi cda chiing toi.
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Toi khong biét David Gill lam cach nao dé thuyét phuc vg t6i Cathy kéo tdm khan che bitc twgng ctia
t6i trong budi 1é dung twgng Alex Ferguson. Tuy nhién, ba y khong chiu cii dau trwde bite twgng cta

chong.
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Thanh cong dem lai cho t6i s ki€m soét va quyét tdm. Pat dugc mot danh hiéu xong la t6i lai... nghi

vé mot danh hiéu ké tiép!
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Khi bitc twgng cta t6i dwge khanh thanh tai san Old Trafford, t6i néi dua “Bay gio t6i sé song lau hon

ca cai chét!”. Pay qua la mot vinh hanh v6 cling to 16n.
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Cup Vo dich Premier League mua béng 2012-2013 dang chd ching t6i ngoai kia, trén san Old

Trafford... Cong viéc cta t6i sap hoan thanh.
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Nhitng c6 dong vién ddc biét, trong mot ngay dac biét tai Old Trafford thang 5-2013, khi nhiém ky

lam HLV tredng MU cta t6i sap két thic...
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Vo t6i Cathy hiém khi di xem da béng, nhung ba dy lu6n hién dién, vi t6i. Chuing t6i chup hinh véi

chiéc Cuap Vo dich Premier League sau cung.
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Kich tinh dén gidy phit cudi: t6i vay tay chao gia dinh trong trdn dau san khach v4i West Brom — trdn

cudi cung cua t6i tai MU, két thic véi ty s6 kinh hoang 5-5.
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Lan séng mdi cta gia dinh Ferguson: cac chdu ndi yéu quy cua toi cung tham gia bita tiéc chia tay.
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Thang 3-2013, Manchester: hdi ngd v4i nhitng ngudi ban tir thud au tho, nhitng ndm & dgi béng thiéu

nhi Harmony Row... Moi ngudi van

con manh khée ca.
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Ban sé chon chiing t6i d4 chinh chit? B6i béng nam xwa Harmony Row, trong ky gap madt thwong

nién. Cac doi bong sé ludn tién vé phia truedc.
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