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Khom pang-xé trong bon dom vai bong hoa nhé. Pat da kho lai. Nhung vé
ric ¥ cua tirng dwong nét trén nhitng canh hoa thi van con ven nguyén.
Tuy pang-xé khong phdi giong hoa noi bat nhung cé 1é diy mdi chinh la
diém manh thyc sy ctia chiing. Ayane dwa mat nhin ra ban cong bén ngoai
ctra kinh, nghi bung 1at nita phdi twdi luon may chau hoa khac.

“Em c6 nghe anh néi khong day?” Cau hoi cat 1én tir phia sau lung co.

Ayane quay lai, nd nu cuoi that tuoi.

“Em dang nghe ma. Em van nghe su6t day chi.”

“Vay ma em phan tng cham nhi?” Yoshitaka van ngo6i yén trén ghé so6-
pha, ddo vi tri d6i chan dai dang bat tréo nhau. Anh hay than thd minh sap
khong mac noi may chi€c quan cd nho nén du cat cong di tdp gym, c6 vé
anh van chud y dé co bap khong qua ndy né & chan va quanh hong.

“Em chi hoi lo dénh chut théi.”

“Lo dénh? Khong giong em lam nhi.” Yoshitaka nhwéng maét bén 16ng
may duwoc cat tia can than.

“Tai em ngac nhién qua 4y ma.”

“Thé sao? Chang phai em biét rd nhitng ké hoach trong cudc doi ctia anh
a?”

“Chuyén do thi, em cling twdng minh da hiéu.”

“Em dinh néi gi?” Yoshitaka hoi nghiéng dau. Théi do binh tinh. Nhuw thé
muon néi chuyén do6 véi anh chang c6 van dé gi. Ayane khong 1o liéu cé
phai anh chi dang dién hay khong.

Co thd dai roi lai nhin thang vao khudn mat rat dep ctia anh.

“Poi v6i anh viéc d6 quan trong dén thé a?”

“Viéc d6?”

“Thi... la chuyén con cai.”

Nghe vdy Yoshitaka n@ nu cwdi kho nom nhw mia mai, anh nhin sang
hwéng khac roi méi quay lai v6i anh mat co.
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“Tw ndy tGi gio em nghe nhitng gi vay?”

“Chinh vi nghe nén em mdi hoéi ma.”

Thay Ayane nghiém khac nhin minh, Yoshitaka cfing tré lai vé nghiém
tic. Anh tir ton gat dau.

“Pé la viéc quan trong. Anh ludn nghi con céi la khéng thé thiéu trong
cudc doi minh. Néu khong c6 con thi ban than doi séng hon nhan cling
chdng c6 y nghia. Bdi vi tinh yéu nam nit la thi sé tiéu bién theo thdi gian.
Song véi nhau c6t dé xay dung cai goi la gia dinh. Pan 6ng va dan ba két
hén, trwdc hét trd thanh chong va vg. Sau d6 cé con roi trd thanh cha va
me. Chi dén lic d6 méi c6 thé trd thanh ban doi. Em khong nghi vay sao?”

“Em thi nghi d6 khong phai la tat ca.”

Yoshitaka lac dau.

“Anh nghi thé day. Anh tin vao diéu d6 va khéng dinh thay doi niém tin
ctia minh. Va néu da vay thi khong 1y nao lai duy tri cudc séng chang thé
mong dgi nhitng dira con.”

Ayane day day thai duwong. Co6 thdy dau dau. Dén ca trong mo c6 ciling
chua tirng nghi sé phai nghe nhitng chuyén nay.

“Rot cudc la nhw vay a? Nguwoi phu nit khong thé sinh con thi cling chi la
th vo dung. Thé nén, phai nhanh chéng bé di va doéi qua mot nguwdi khac
c6 kha nang sinh san... Chi thé thoi sao?”

“Em noi qua 10i r6i.”

“Nhung dai loai l1a thé ding khong?”

Khéng biét c6 phai do giong diéu ctia Ayane gay gat hon hay khong ma
Yoshitaka ngoi thang ddy. R6i, anh nhiu may va gat dau mét cach do du.

“Néu em ép anh phai néi, thi cé 1é diung la nhu vay. Tém lai anh lu6n coi
trong nhitng ké hoach cuéc doi ma minh da dinh ra. C6 thé n6i anh wu tién
ching hon bat ci diéu gi.”

Do6i moi Ayane chgt gian ra. Tat nhién c6 thwe sy khong muon cwoi.

“Anh thich mdy tir d6 nhi. Coi trong nhitng ké hoach cudc doi... Lan dau
gdp nhau anh cling no6i diéu dé trudc nhat.”
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“Nay Ayane, tom lai em con gi bdt man nao? Em da c6é moi thit em mudn
ma. Tat nhién, néu em van con nguyén vong gi thi c néi. Viéc gi lam dwgc
anh sé lam. Bung lo lang khong dau nita, nghi vé cudc song mdi di. Hay la
em cO lra chon nao khac?”

Ayane roi mat khoi anh, nhin vé phia bitc twong. Trén twong treo birc
tham rong khodng mot mét. Co da mat 3 thang dé hoan thanh né. Diém dac
biét la c6 st dung loai vai ddt mua tir nwéc Anh.

Chang can Yoshitaka phai néi. Chinh c6 cling mo wéc cé con. Ao wéc
biét bao c6 ngay dwgc ngoi trén ghé bap bénh khau ghép vai va nang niu
cai bung ngay mot 16n dan.

Nhung c6 phai ong troi tréu nguoi nén c6 khong dugc ban cho kha nang
ay? Co tr bé hy vong, chap nhan rang khéng con cach nao khac va tiép tuc
song. Ayane c( tin minh van c6 thé vun dap méi quan hé véi Yoshitaka.

“Anh a, em héi anh mégt chuyén duwgc khong? Du c6 1€ diéu dé chang co
nghia ly gi vGi anh.”

“Chuyén gi thé?”

Ayane xoay nguwoi vé phia anh, hit mot hoi that sau.

“Con tinh yéu anh danh cho em? Bay gid thé nao r6i?”

Yoshitaka hoi khyng lai nhw bi bat ngd, nhuwng chi trong thoang choc doi
moi anh lai gian ra thanh nu cwdi nhu tredc.

“Khong c6 gi thay doi,” anh néi. “Anh cé thé khang dinh diéu do6. Tinh
cam cua anh khéng hé khac di.”

V6i Ayane, nhitng 16i ay nghe that doi trd. Nhung ¢6 van mim cuoi.
Khong cudi thi biét lam gi day?

“Vay thi tot qua,” co noi.

“Pi thoi,” Yoshitaka bat ngd quay lung, di vé phia cita ra vao.

Ayane vita budc theo anh, vira dwa mat vé phia ban trang diém. C6 nghi
dén dam bot mau trang gidu trong ngan kéo dwdi cung bén phdi. Bam bot
duwgc dung trong tdi ni-16ng that chat.
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Co0 nghi minh chi con cach dung tht d6. Truéc mat c6 khong con anh
sang nita roi.

Ayane nhin ddm dam vao lung Yoshitaka. Anh, hwdng vé tam lung ay, c6
goi tham trong da.

Em dd yéu anh bdng ca trdi tim. Nhung nhitng 101 anh néi gio' lai xuyén
vao tim em. Nén anh hdy chét di...
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Wakayama Hiromi c6 cdm giac hai la khi nhin thdy dang vé ctia vg chéng
Mashiba vtra tr tang hai budc xuéng. Ca hai déu cuwdi nhung co thé thay ho
chi 6 té ra twoi tan. Cam giac nay dac biét rd rang & Ayane. Nhung Hiromi
tranh khong hoi han. Co e ngai minh sé pha v& diéu gi dé.

“Pa dé co phai cho roi. Ikai lién lac chwa?” Yoshitaka hoéi. Giong diéu c6
phan citng nhac.

“Vira ndy anh dy c6 goi dién. Khodng nam phuit nita ho sé c6 mat.”

“Vay ta chuan bi m@ sam-panh thoi nhi?”

“Pé em lam.” Ayane chgt 1én tiéng. “Hiromi sap xép gium c6 may chiéc
ly nhé.”

“T0i cling giup mot tay.” Yoshitaka noi.

Sau khi Ayane di khudt vao bép, Hiromi m@ ctra ti dung ly coc ké sat
twong. Co nghe n6i mén do ndi that kiéu co6 nay co gia gan 3 triéu yén. Tat
nhién, nhitng thit bay bén trong toan la hang cao cap.

CO can than lay ra ba chiéc ly Baccarat va hai ly Venetian. Nhan vat
chinh sé dung ly Venetian, do la thong 1€ ¢ gia dinh Mashiba.

Yoshitaka bat dau trdi 5 miéng vai 16t dia 1én ban an rong da cho 8 nguoi
ngoi. Anh da quen vGi nhitng bita tiéc tai nha. Hiromi cling biét ré trinh tw
sap xép.

Hiromi xép ly udng sam-panh 1én trén vai 16t ma Yoshitaka vtra trai. Co
nghe thay tiéng nwdc chdy vong ra tit bép.

“Anh noi chuyén gi vdi co gido vay?” Hiromi khé hoi.

“Khong c6 gi.” Yoshitaka tra 16i ma khong nhin co.

“Anh ndi r6i a?”

Dbén day, lan dau tién Yoshitaka nhin Hiromi. “No6i gi co?”

Thi, c6 vira cat 1oi thi dién thoai ctra d6 chuong.

“Chac ho dén day,” Yoshitaka goi v6i vé hudng nha bép.
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“Xin 16i anh, em dang d& tay. Anh ra m@ cira gitip em v6i.” Ayane dap
lai.

Anh biét roi, Yoshitaka néi r6i lai gan chiéc mdy dién thoai gan trén
twong.

Muoi phut sau, tat cd da c6 mat va ngoi quanh ban. Khuon mat ai cling
twoi cwdi. Hiromi nhan thdy moi ngwdi déu co t6 ra thodi mai, da dé khong
lam x&o tron bau khong khi dé chiu. Co6 thwong ty hoi minh can lam gi dé
hoc dugc 16i cw xtr dy. D6 khong thé 1a t6 chat san c6. Hiromi biét, Mashiba
Ayane da hoa nhap dugc véi khong khi nay sau khoang mot nam.

“Tay nghé ndu nwéng ctia Ayane van tuyét that day. X6t marinade
thwong khong dac lai dugc thé nay dau.” Tkai Yukiko cat 10i khen ngoi khi
gap mot miéng ca tuyét. Chuan bi 16i khen cho tirng moén an lu6n la nhiém
vu cua co.

“Em thi toan dung loai x6t dat mua qua mang.” Anh chong Ikai
Tatsuhiko ng6i bén c6 tiép 10i.

“Anh that qua dang. Ciing c6 luc em ty lam ma.”

“Xo6t aojiso chit gi. Em thi chi c6 mén dy thoi.”

“Khong dugc a? Ngon ma.”

“T6i thich x6t aojiso 1am.” Ayane ndi.

“Ngon ding khong? Con tot cho sitc khoe nita chit.”

“Ayane dirng bénh c6 ay nita. Hing 1én thi c6 ay ddm cho x6t aojiso vao
ca mon bit tét day.”

“0, c6 vé ngon day. P& Ian t6i em lam thi.”

Nghe Yukiko noi, moi nguoi bat cwdi con Ikai thi nhan mat.

TIkai Tatsuhiko la luat sw. Hién anh dang lam c6 van cho mot sé cong ty.
Cong ty ma Mashiba Yoshitaka diéu hanh la mot trong s6 do, nhung anh
khong chi c6 van ma con tich cyc tham gia vao viéc kinh doanh. Nghe néi
Ikai va Yoshitaka cung tham gia mot cau lac bo thoi sinh vién.

Tkai 18y chai rugu tir x6 wép lanh, dinh rét thém vao ly ctia Hiromi.

“Khong, em dua roi.” Co dat tay 1én miéng ly.
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“Thé a? Anh twdng em thich rugu?”

“Em thich, nhung em van con. Cam on anh.”

Um, Tkai gat dau roi quay sang rét reou trang vao ly cta Yoshitaka.

“Em khong khoe a?” Ayane quan tam.

“Khong, em khong sao a. Dao nay em udng hoi nhiéuy, tai hay di an nhau
v6i ban be...”

“Thich nhi, ding la tudi tré.” Sau khi rét regu cho Ayane, Ikai liéc nhin
vQ 10i dua chai rwgu vé ly cta chinh minh. “Yukiko ciing tam thoi kiéng
rwou, thé 1a t6i nay cé ban réi nhé.”

“Sao, kiéng rugu a?” Yoshitaka hoéi, ban tay dang cam dia dirng lai. “D6
cling la viéc nén lam day nhi.”

“B@i vi sita me la nguén dinh duwdng cho con ma.” Ikai lac ly rugu trén
tay. “Sita me ma c6 con thi khéng dwoc.”

“Vay co phai kieng khem bao lau?” Yoshitaka hoi Yukiko.

“Bac si noi la khoang mot nam a.”

“Mot nam rudi.” Ikai sta lai. “Hai nam cling dugc. Ma thoi, hay la em
nhan thé bé regu ludn di.”

“Anh a, nhiéu nam nu6i day con vat va dang chd dgi em phia trude day.
Pén ca rwgu 1a mon yéu thich ma cling khéng cho uéng thi em khong thé
vuot qua dwge dau. Hay la anh nudi con gitm em? Néu vay thi em c6 thé
xem Xxét.”

“Pugc roi duwge roi. Sau mot nam nita thi em muon udng bia hay rugu
cling duwgc. Nhung vira phai thoi day.”

“Em biét r6i,” Yukiko phung mé hon doi r6i lai twoi tan ngay, vé mat c6
tran ngap hanh phic. Véi c6 lic nay, khong c6 gi vui hon nhitng cudc cai
co nhw thé véi chong.

Ikai Yukiko vtra sinh con hai thang treéc. D6 1a diva con dau long ma hai
vo chong rat mong doi. Nam nay Ikai 42 tudi va Yukiko 35 tu6i. Ho lién
tuc noi minh da vé dich an toan.
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Budi hom nay la bita tiéc ming em bé ra doi danh cho ho. Yoshitaka dé
xuat va Ayane tién hanh chuan bi.

“T6i nay hai ngudi dé con cho dng ba a?” Yoshitaka héi vg chong Ikai.

Tkai gat dau.

“Me t6i bado cit thong tha di choi. Ong ba du siic chdm séc chau dau vao
dé, ba hang hai 1am. C6 bd me & gan rat tién cho nhitng dip thé nay.”

“Néi that long thi em van c6 doéi chit lo lang. Ba hoi c hay ban tam qua
mitc. Em van nghe ban bé noéi, néu con khoc mot chit thoi thi c ké cling
dugc.” Yukiko nhan may.

Nhan ra ly caa c6 khong cé gi, Hiromi nhom day.

“Da... em di lay nuw6c nhé.”

“Trong tu lanh c6 nwdc khoang, em cit mang ca chai ra.” Ayane noi.

Hiromi vao bép, m& ta lanh. Tu lanh khéng 16 hai canh, dung tich chac
phai tGi 500 lit. Mat trong canh ctta xép mdt day chai nwéc khoang. Co 1ay
ra mot chai. Vira déng ta lai va dinh quay vé cho ngo6i thi c6 bat gap anh
nhin cua Ayane. Miéng Ayane ctt dong nhu dang ndi cdm on.

“Chac han c6 con lam cudc song thay d6i 1am nhi?” Yoshitaka héi.

“Chwa néi dén cong viéc, gio cudc song moi ngay déu xoay quanh thang
bé.” Ikai dap.

“Pau con cach nao khac. Hon nita dau phai la khong lién quan t&i cong
viéc nhi. C6 con sé lam nay sinh cdm giac trach nhiém va muén no lwc hon
han so véi tredc ding khong?”

“biéu do thi ding that.”

Ayane nhan chai nwéc ti Hiromi va bat dau rét vao coc cho tirng nguwoi.
Miéng co6 hoi mim cuoi.

“Con hai ngudi thi sao? Ciing dén lic roi con gi?” Ikai nhin Yoshitaka va
Ayane. “Két hon dwgc mot nam r6i ding khong? Chac ciing chan cudc
song chi c6 hai ngwoi roi chiw?”

“Anh.” Yukiko v0 nhe vao vai chong nhw khé trach. “Dtng noéi linh
tinh.”
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“U, mbi ngudi mot khac nhi.” Tkai cudi chita then, uéng can ly réi huéng
anh mat sang Hiromi. “Con Hiromi thé nao? Khong biét t6i héi diéu nay cé
v6 duyén qua khong. Chuyén 16p hoc dy. Thuan 1gi chi?”

“Vang, gio thi cling 6n a. DU nhiéu khi em van boi r6i.”

“Vay la hoan toan giao viéc cho Hiromi r6i a?” Yukiko hoi Ayane.

Ayane gat dau.

“Toi chang con gi dé hudng dan cho Hiromi nita r6i.”

“O, gidi qua nhi!” Yukiko nhin Hiromi mdt cach than phuc.

Hiromi hoi mim cwdi r6i cup mat xuéng. C6 khong tin vg chong Ikai
thue s quan tdm dén cong viéc cia minh. C6 1€ ho chi nghi la dé mot c6
gai ngoi an xen gitta hai cap vg chong ma khong dwgc quan tdam mot chuit
thi hoi dang thuong.

“Phai r6i. Toi c6 qua cho hai nguoi day.” Ayane ditng day, nhac 1én mot
chiéc tuii gidy 16n tir goc khuat ctia chiéc so-pha.

N6 ddy. Nhin thit c6 vira 14y ra, Yukiko thét 1én kinh ngac mot cach qua
mitc can thiét va dwa hai tay che miéng.

b6 la m6t tdm ga trai givong ghép vai. Nhung nhé hon nhiéu so véi kich
c0 thong thuong.

“T6i nghi c6 thé dung lam ga trdi giwong cho em bé,” Ayane noéi. “Dén
lic khong can giwong tré em nita thi dé lam tranh trang tri cling dwgc.”

“Dep tuyét. Cam on nhé, Ayane.” Yukiko to ra vo cung cam dong, tay
siét chat vién tdm khau ghép vai. “T6i sé can than gilt gin n6. Cam on co
rat nhiéu.”

“Mo6n nay dung la tuyét tac con gi. Chac phdi mat nhiéu thoi gian cho n6
lam nhi?” Ikai nhin Hiromi nhw ch& doi sw dong thuan.

“C0O mat khoang nita nam ding khong a?” Hiromi xac nhan vGi Ayane.
Hiromi cling biét phan nao vé qua trinh lam ra san pham nay.

Bao lau nhi? Ayane gat gu. “Du sao thi t6i cting mung la chi thich n6.”

O, Ikai tron mit. C6 vé anh that sy ngac nhién, vé mit nhw muén néi
mon do chi la dung vai ghép lai thoi ma.
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“Co ay tam huyét v6i n6 lam.” Yoshitaka néi. “Ké ca nhitng hém t6i
nghi & nha cling thdy c6 dy ngoi trén cai ghé kia miét mai tirng dwong kim
mdii chi. Suét ca ngay luén. T6i nhin ma kham phuc.” Anh héat cam chi cai
ghé s6-pha trong phong khach.

“That may vi da kip xong.” Ayane nheo mat cudi, khé noi.

Sau bita an, ho di chuyén ra so6-pha, hoi dan 6ng uéng whisky véi nhau.
Yukiko néi muén dung thém ca phé nén Hiromi dinh quay vao bép.

“Pé o pha ca phé cho. Hiromi gitip c6 chuan bi d6 pha loang rugu nhé.
Trong tu lanh c6 da vién day.” Ayane m@& voi cho nwdc vao am dun.

Hiromi dat bo pha loang rugu 1én khay réi quay lai phong khach, Itic nay
chu dé tan chuyén ctia vg chéng Ikai da chuyén sang khu vwon day nghé
thuat. Anh sang tap trung vao san nha nén budi t6i van c6 thé ngdm nhin
nhitng chau hoa.

“Cham s6c dugc ngan nay hoa han la ton cong lam nhi.” Tkai néi.

“T6i khong ro 1am nhung c6 vé co ay ludn tay vdi chiing. Ban cong tang
hai ciing c6. Ngay ngay déu dan twdi tam. T6i nghi cling kha vat va nhung
c6 ay co lé khong l1dy do lam phién. Chac la thyc sy yéu hoa.” Yoshitaka
dwong nhw khong may hao hitng v6i chi dé nay. Hiromi biét anh von
khong quan tam tdi thye vat va nhitng gi thudc vé tw nhién no6i chung.

Ayane da pha ca phé cho ba ngudi va quay lai. Hiromi v6i vang bat dau
pha loang rugu.

Vo chong Tkai néi 16i tam biét khi da qua 11 gio dém.

“Cam on da thiét dai hét sic chu ddo. Lai thém mén qua tuyét voi nay
nita, vd cung cdm on moi nguwoi.” Ikai ditng ddy va néi. “Lan tGi nhat dinh
sang nha ching t6i choi nhé. Tuy la gio kha btra bon vi viéc cham séc em
bé.”

“Em sé don ngay ma,” Yukiko choc nhe ngén tay vao hong chong va
cwoi voi Ayane. “Co dén ngd hoang ti nha téi nhé. Mat cu cau nhu cai
banh mochi ay.”

“Nhat dinh r6i,” Ayane dap.
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Hiromi ciing t&i Idc phdi ra vé. Co tranh thu chao tam biét ciing vg chong
nha Ikai. Ikai n6i sé dwa co vé tan nha bang taxi.

“Hiromi nay, t* mai co sé di vang mot thoi gian.” Hiromi dang x6 giay &
sanh nha thi Ayane lén tiéng.

“Tw mai la dgt nghi lién tuc ba ngay nhi. Co di du lich a?” Hiromi hoi.

“Khong, c6 c6 viéc phai vé nha.”

“Nha... Sapporo dy a?”

Van giit nguyén nu cudi, Ayane gat dau.

“Sttc khoe cia ba cd khéng duoc tot, c6 vé giip me. Du tinh hinh c6 vé
khong qua nghiém trong.”

“Chac c6 lo lang lam. Gitra lic nay ma con t6 chitc tiéc mirng em bé nha
toi, that ngai vdi co qua.” Ikai dap tay lén tran.

Ayane lac dau.

“Pirng ban tam. Thyc sy la khong c6 gi to tat lam dau... Um, Hiromi, vi
vay néu c6 van dé phat sinh thi lién lac v&i c6 qua dién thoai nhé.”

“Co dinh bao gio quay lai a?”

“Cai d6 thi...” Ayane nghiéng dau. “Can nhac xong xudi co sé goi cho
em.”

“Vang a.”

Hiromi ng6 phan tng cta Yoshitaka. Anh dang nhin theo hwéng khac.

Roi khdi nha Mashiba, ra t6i dwong 16n thi Ikai vay taxi. Hiromi sé
xuong xe tredc nén co6 la nguwdi sau cung budce 1én xe.

“Minh c6 néi hoi nhiéu vé chuyén con cai khéng nhi?” Taxi vira lan
banh, Yukiko noi.

“Sao em noi vay? Chang van dé gi dau. Ho mirng cho minh ma.” Ngoi
trén ghé phuy, Ikai dap.

“Khong phai chuyén do, em dang lo la minh vo y khong nghi tdi chuyén
cta ho. Béi vi, ho cling rat mong cé con ma?”

“Anh cling c6 lan nghe Mashiba néi thé.”

“Chac la khong thanh cong roi. Hiromi c6 biét gi khong?”
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“Da khong a.”
Vdy a, Yukiko 10 vé that vong. Hiromi ty héi, khong biét c6 phéi vi mudn
c6 dugce thong tin nao dé nén ho mdi dwa c6 vé nha hay khong.

Sang hom sau, nhv thwong 1€, Hiromi roi khéi nha lic 9 gio sang va dén
“Anzu House” ¢ Daikanyama. C0 s€ cai tao lai mot can phong trong khu
chung cu dé m& 16p khau ghép vai. Tat nhién nguwoi ditng ra md 16p khong
phai c6 ma la Ayane. Khoang ba chuc hoc vién tham gia 16p déu vi mudn
duwgc hoc nhitng k¥ thuat do Mita Ayane tryc tiép chi day.

Vira bude ra tir thang may chung cw, Hiromi thdy Ayane da ditng truéc
can phong. Bén canh c6 la mot chiéc vali xach tay. Ayane nhin Hiromi va
tum tim cuwoi.

“Sao thé a?”

“Khong c6 gi. Co dang tinh giao lai noi nay cho em.” Ayane lay ra mot
vat gi do tw tdi do jacket. Trén ban tay dang gio 1én ctia c6 la mét chiéc chia
khoa.

“Pay la...”

“Chia khéa nha c6. H6m qua c0 ciing ndi r6i ddy, chang biét khi nao méi
c6 thé quay vé nén co6 kha lo chuyén nha ctra. Vi thé tredc mat ¢6 muodn gui

»

em.
“A...vaya.”
“Em khong thich a?”

“Khong phai vay, nhung co c6 chia khda chwa a?”

“Pirng lo. Trudc khi vé c6 sé lién lac v&i em, néu em khong tién thi dén
toi van c6 chéng c6 ¢ nha.”

“Néu vay thi em sé gilt no6 a.”

“Nho em ddy.” Ayane cam lay tay Hiromi va dat chia khéa vao do. Co
gap cac ngoén tay lai dé Hiromi nam chat né.
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V@y nhé, Ayane néi r6i kéo chiéc vali xach tay buwdc di. Nhin dang vé co6
lic 4y, Hiromi bat giac cat 1oi, “Co a...”

Ayane dung buéc. “Sao vay?”

“Khong c6 gi a, co di can than nhé.”

“Cam on em.” Ayane khé vay tay réi rdo buwdc tiép.

L&p khau ghép vai kéo dai dén téi. Hoc vién thi gitta chirng c6 thay doi
ngwoi nhung Hiromi hau nhw khéng dwgc nghi. Lic tién xong hoc vién
cudi cung thi vai va c6 c6 da maéi ra roi.

Hiromi vira don dep xong 16p va chuan bi ra vé thi dién thoai di dong do
chudng. Nhin xu6ng man hinh tinh thé, trong khoanh khac, c6 nin théd vi
ngac nhién. Cudc goi t Yoshitaka.

“L6p hoc két thiic réi chi?” Anh bat ngo hoi.

“Vwra xong duvgc mot luac a.”

“Thé a. Gio anh dang c6 céi hen an uéng. Xong xudi sé vé nha luén, em
dén nhé.”

Loi dé nghi dwong dot khién Hiromi khong biét nén phan tng thé nao.

“Sao? Khong tién a?”

“Khong phai vay nhung... em dén khong sao chit?”

“Chac chan la khong r6i. Chac em ciing biét day, tam thoi co dy khong
vé nha.”

Hiromi nhin dam dam vao cai tii xach dé bén canh. Trong dé c6 chiéc
chia khéa c6 vira nhan dugc lic sang.

“Hon ntta, anh cting c6 chuyén mudn noi v6i em.” Anh noi.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

“Ct gap nhau da. Anh sé vé nha lic 9 gio. Trudc khi t6i goi cho anh
nhé.” Anh don phuong quyét dinh nhw vay roi tat may.
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Sau khi dung pasta cho bita t6i & mot nha hang gia dinh c6 tiéng, Hiromi
goi dién thoai cho Yoshitaka. Anh da vé nha. Bén nhanh [én nhé, anh néi
bang giong day han hoan.

Ng6i trén chiéc taxi hwéng dén nha Mashiba, Hiromi chim trong cam
giac ghét bd chinh minh. Vira thay khong thodi mai trudce kiéu bdc 10 hoan
toan khong day dut cuia Yoshitaka, co vira bugc phai thtta nhan chinh minh
cling cam thdy vui mirng.

Yoshitaka vui ra mat khi dén c6. Khong hé t6 ra vung trém, moi hanh
dong ctia anh déu rat thong tha.

Phong khach thom mui ca phé.

“Lau lam ro6i anh méi tw pha ca phé day. Chang biét c6 ngon khong nita.”
Yoshitaka vao bép roi quay tré ra vGi hai chi€c coc trén tay. C6 vé anh
khong dung dia 16t.

“Lan dau tién em thady day. Anh Mashiba vao bép.”

“Vay a. C6 khi thé that. Vi ti khi 1ay c6 dy, anh chang dong vao viéc gi
ntta.”

“Co0 gido la nguoi tan tam ma.” Hiromi nhdp mot ngum ca phé. N6 ¢6 vi
rat dang.

Yoshitaka cling cong moi. “Chac la nhiéu ca phé qua.”

“Pé em pha lai nhé.”

“Thoi. Khong sao. Lan t6i sé nho em sau. Phdi r6i,” anh dat coc ca phé
lén gitta chiéc ban lam bang da cam thach. “H6m qua, anh da néi véi c6 ay
r6i.”

“Qua nhién...”

“Nhung anh khong néi ré 1a em. Anh n6éi dé la mot nguwdi ma co6 ay
khong biét. Chi khong biét c6 ay tin dén dau.”

Hiromi nh& lai khuén mat cia Ayane khi gtri chia khoa cho c6 vao buoi
sang. Khong thé nghi rang nu cwdi dy an gidau mot y do nao do.

“R0i cO gido nobi sao?”

“Co0 dy chap nhan tat ca.”
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“That a?”

“That. Anh da bao r6i ma. Co dy sé khong phan doi dau.”

Hiromi lac dau.

“Em néi ra diéu nay cé thé hoi ky quac nhung... khong thé hiéu dugc.”

“La quy tac d6é ddy. Quy tac ma anh da dat ra. Du sao di nita, nhd d6 ma
gio khong con phai lan tan gi nita. Tat ca duwgc giai quyét.”

“Co thé yén tam thi t6t qua.”

“Puwong nhién réi.” Dt 101, Yoshitaka lién dat tay 1én vai Hiromi va kéo
6 lai gan. Hiromi ngd vao long anh. C6 cam thay d6i moi anh ghé sat vao
tai co. “Trwdc hét 1a, dém nay em & lai dugc r6i.”

“Ngu trong phong ngu a?”

Khée miéng Mashiba tré xuong.

“Phong danh cho khach c6 givong ngu. 6 cling la givong doi.”

Véi tam trang xen lan boi r6i, phan van, nhe nhom va ca noi bat an
thwong trye ti trede, Hiromi khé gat dau.

Sang hom sau, Hiromi vira dinh pha ca phé & bép thi Yoshitaka buwdc vao.

“Cho anh thay em khéo tay thé nao di,” anh néi.

“Em cling chi duwgc co giao day cho thoi.”

“Thé cling dugc. Cho anh xem nao.” Yoshitaka khoanh tay truéc nguc.

Hiromi xép giady loc vao phéu, stt dung muong dong dé do ca phé. Nhin
lwgng bot, Yoshitaka gat gu.

“Truwdc hét cho chit xiu nwdc néng vao day. That it thoi. R6i, chd cho tdi
khi ca phé ng ra.” R6t mot lwgng nho nwdc da dun soi trong binh, dgi
khodng 20 gidy, Hiromi ti€p tuc rét nuwdc. “Giong nhu vé mot vong tron ay.
Ca phé sé ng bung léen, vira rot vira duy tri trang thai do. Nhin muc nuéc
trong binh dung, da phan cho hai nguai thi g& phéu ra ngay. Néu c dé thé
thi ca phe sé bi nhat.”

“Khong ngo lai kho thé.”
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“Trwdc day anh van ty pha ma.”

“Anh dung may pha ca phé. Nhung sau khi 1ay Ayane la né bi viit luén.
Co0 dy néi pha kiéu nay ngon hon.”

“Nhat dinh co gido biét anh Mashiba nghién ca phé nén mu6n pha ngon
hét mitc c6 thé day.”

Miéng Yoshitaka tré xudng, anh tr ton lac dau. Moi lan Hiromi nhac
chuyén Ayane tan tuy dén mitc nao, anh déu cé biéu cam nhu vay.

“Ca phé vira pha qua la uéng rat ngon,” Yoshitaka ndi.

Chu nhat thi Anzu House khong ma ctra. Nhung nhu vay khong cé nghia la
Hiromi dugc nghi ngoi. Co6 con day thém cho mot treong hoc van hda &
Ikebukuro. D6 ciling la cong viéc co tiép quan tir Ayane.

Yoshitaka bao co goi dién cho anh sau khi xong viéc.

Duong nhw anh mu6n an téi cung c6. Hiromi khong c6 ly do dé tir chéi.

Lic xong viéc ¢ treong van hoa thi da qua 7 gio, Hiromi vira sap do
chuan bi ra vé vira goi dién thoai. Nhung c6 khong két noi dwoc voi di
dong ctia Yoshitaka. Tuy c6 d6 chuong nhung anh khéng bat may. Co tht
goi vao may ban cua gia dinh Mashiba ma két qua van vay.

Hay la anh dy ra ngodi? Nhung minh khéng nghi anh dy dé di dong &
nha.

Chang con céach nao khac, Hiromi quyét dinh di thang t6i nha Mashiba.
Trén duong, co thit goi thém vai cudc dién thoai nhung déu khong lién lac
duoc.

Cudi cung co cling dén ctra nha Mashiba. Nhin qua céng c6 thdy phong
khach sang dén. Nhung van khong c6 ai nghe may.

Hiromi quyét dinh 1y chiéc chia khéa dang nam trong tdi. D6 la chia
khda dv phong ma Ayane gtri co.

Ctra vao sanh nha dang khéa. C6 mé khéa roi hé ctra. Gian phong ngoai
cling sang den.
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Hiromi coi giay, di doc hanh lang. Thoang thoang huwong ca phé. Khong
thé la mui ca phé liic sdng con vuong lai, Yoshitaka lai pha nita a?

M¢ ctra phong khach. Ngay 1ap titc, co dirng chét tran tai cho.

Yoshitaka nam dui san. Coc ca phé do bén canh anh, chat 16ng mau den
loang trén nén nha.

Xe cdp cttu, dién thogi, s6 mdy la, s6 mdy... Hiromi cam di dong bang
doi tay run ray. Nhung c6 hoan toan khong nhé dwgc minh phai bam s6
may nao.
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Nhitng can biét thy co6 kién tric sang trong xép thanh hang doc theo con
do6c thoai thodi. Chi nh¢ anh sang dén dwong ciing du thdy rdo moi can déu
dwgce cham chut hét siee ti mi. Noi nay khong giong mét khu pho cia nhitng
nguoi phai dung hét kha nang md&i mua dwgec mot can nha. Vai xe canh sat
do trén mat duwong.

“Anh lai xe, ditng & day dwoc roi.” Kusanagi noi.

Xudng xe, anh vira nhin dong ho vira rdo budc. Ba qua 10 gio. Téi nay
c6 chuong trinh minh thich méi chdn, Kusanagi nghi. D6 1a bo phim anh dé
16 khong dén rap xem. Khi biét n6 sé duwgc chiéu trén ti vi, Kusanagi bé y
dinh thué phim & ctta hang bang dia. Bi goi di gap phdi voi vang roi khai
nha, anh quén khéng cai dat ché do ghi hinh.

Chang ro c6 phdi vi dang budi t6i hay khong ma khong thay bong dang
nhitng ké hiéu ky. Ciling chwa thdy dam phéng vién truyén hinh kéo téi.
Néu c6 thé nhanh chdéng gidi quyét thi tét, anh tham hy vong.

Trudc cong ngoi biét thy noi xdy ra vu an, vién canh sat ditng gac vai vé
mat cing nhac. Vit va cho anh qud, anh ta cti chao khi Kusanagi chia s6
tay canh sat.

Anh dwra mat nhin toan bd khuon vién trwedc khi lach qua cong. Cé thé
nghe thdy giong noi ctia nhiéu nguoi t trong nha vong ra. Hau hét den
trong nha dang bat sang.

C6 bong ngudi bén hang rao cay. Tuy khong nhin rd trong bong t6i 1o
mo nhung t véc dang nho con va kiéu téc, Kusanagi biét dé 1a ai. Anh lai
gan nguoi do.

“Co dang lam gi day?”

Anh cat tiéng goi, Utsumi Kaoru tw ti¢ quay lai, c6 vé khong hé bat ngo.

“Anh vat va r6i.” C6 dap bang giong déu déu khéng cam xtc.

“T6i hoi c6 dang lam gi ma khong vao trong do6 day.”

“Chang c6 gi dac biét,” Utsumi Kaoru lac dau, gitt nguyén vé vo cam.
“T6i dang ngam rao cay, hoa trong vieon. Ca hoa & ban céng nita.”
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“Ban cong?”

“O kia.” Cb chi tay 1én trén.

Kusanagi ngang 1én nhin, qua la tang hai cé ban cong vGi nhiéu hoa 14
dang chia ra. Nhung do6 chang phéai mét khung canh dac biét hiém thay.

“Co thé t6i hoi 1am diéu nhung sao c6 khong vao trong?”

“Nhiéu nguoi lam roi. Mat do dan s6 kha cao.”

“Co ghét phai chen chuc?”

“Toi nghi cd dam ngudi cung quan sat mot cho chang dé lam gi. Lai con
can tr@d doi giam dinh. Vi thé t6i quyét dinh sé quan sat bén ngoai ngoi
nha.”

“Quan sat gi co? Co dang ngam hoa ma.”

“Vira két thiic mot vong day.”

“Thoi dugc roi. Thé c6 da xem qua hién treong roi chu?”

“Chwa. Vao dén sanh nha la t6i quay ra luén.”

Kusanagi 1y lam ky la treéc vé tinh bo trén khuén mat Utsumi Kaoru.
Anh vo6n cho rang, mong mudn c6 mat ¢ hién tredng sém hon bat ky ai la
ban nang ctia canh sat diéu tra. Tuy nhién, diéu dé6 duwong nhu khong ding
v&i co diéu tra vién tré tudi nay.

“T6i hiéu c6 nghi gi nhung du sao cling vao cung to6i di. C6é nhiéu diéu
nén ty minh quan sat.”

Kusanagi quay got huwéng vé canh cira, c6 gai cling im lang theo sau.

DPruing la bén trong ngdi nha c6 rat dong canh sat diéu tra. Trong s6 do6 cé
cd cong an quan va dong nghiép cua hai nguwdi. Vién canh sat dan em
Kishitani cuai giéu khi trong thady Kusanagi.

“Phai di lam sém, that vat va cho anh.”

“Mia mai nhau qua. Co that la an mang khong?”

“Chua thé khang dinh dugc. Nhung kha nang cao la nhw vay.”

“Pau dudi thé nao? Cau ndi qua cho t6i di.”

“No6i ngan gon la chii nhan ngdi nha nay dét ti. Trong phong khach. Chi
c6 mot minh.”
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“Chi c6 mot minh?”

“Anh lai day.”

Kishitani dan hai ngudi vao phong khach. Can phong rong c& 30 chiéu.
Chinh giita phong bay ghé s6-pha boc da mau xanh 14 va mot ban da cam
thach. Trén san nha, & ngay canh chiéc ban cé6 mot hinh ngudi dugc vé
bang bang dinh mau trang. Kishitani nhin xuéng hinh vé ay ro6i huwéng mat
sang Kusanagi.

“Nguoi chét la Mashiba Yoshitaka, chi nhan ng6i nha nay.”

“Chuyén do thi t6i da biét tr tredc khi dén day. La giam doc cong ty nao
do6 dung khong?”

“Hinh nhv la cong ty vé IT. Hom nay la Cha nhat nén anh ta khong lam
viéc. Chwa ro ban ngay c6 ra khoi nha hay khong.”

“San nha bi am thi phai.” Trén tam tham trai con sét dau vét ctia mot thi
chat 1éng nao dé.

“Ca phé day.” Kishitani n6i. “Thoi diém thi thé dwgc phat hién thi ca phé
da do ra san roi. Bo phan giam dinh 1ay mau bang 6ng hiit nho giot. C6 ca
mot coc ca phé lan 16c trén san nha.”

“Ai la nguoi phat hién thi thé?”

“Pé xem nao,” Kishitani md so tay va néi ra cai tén Wakayama Hiromi.
“Hinh nhu 1a hoc tro cua nguoi vo.”

“Hoc tro?”

“Nguoi vg la mot nghé nhan khau ghép vai noi tiéng.”

“Khau ghép vai? Co thé noi tiéng vi mon ay a?”

“Hinh nhw vay. Toi cting khong ré lam.” Kishitani nhin sang Utsumi
Kaoru. “Phu nit chac sé rdo hon. Khong biét c6 cé tirng nghe dén cai tén
Mita Ayane khong? Viét thé nay.”

Trong s6 tay cta Kishitani viét tén Mita Ayane bang chit Han.

“Khong biét,” c6 coc can dap lai. “Sao cau lai cho la phu nit thi phai
biét?”

“A khong, t6i chi néi dai théi.” Kishitani gi dau.
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Kusanagi tim tim cwdi nhin hai nguoi d6i dap. Mai mdi cé ngudi vao
don vi sau minh, anh chang Kishitani dwdng nhw muén thé hién vai vé dan
anh nhung qua khong dé khi doéi phwong la phu ni.

“Bao lau thi phat hién thi thé?” Kusanagi héi Kishitani.

“Thuc ra thi ngudi vo da vé nha bo me tit hom qua. Truwdc khi di co giao
chia khoa nha cho c6 Wakayama. Nguwoi vg khong biét lic nao méi quay
trd lai nén gri chia khéa dé phong khi c6 viéc can. C6 Wakayama ké, toi
nay thdy anh Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 gi d6 khong 6n nén goi dién thoai thi
thay ca so di dong va may ban déu khong cé nguwdi bat may. Néng rudt, co
ady méi dén day. Lan dau tién goi dién la hon 7 gio. Thoi diém buwéc vao
nha co 1€ la gan 8 gio.”

“Vay co dy phat hién thi thé?”

“Pung thé. Co6 ay goi dén 119 bang di dong. Xe cdp cttu dén ngay va xac
dinh dwgc nan nhan da ti vong nén ho nho bac si & gan day dén xem xét t
thi. Tuy nhién, do nguyén nhan t& vong c6 diém bat thuong nén doi cap
cttu da lien lac vai cong an. Pai khai trinh ty vu viéc la nhu vay.”

Hum, Kusanagi vira gat gu vira quay sang nhin Utsumi Kaoru. Khong
biét tir ltic nao, c6 da roi khoi cho anh va dén dirng trwde ta ly coc.

“Vay, nguoi phat hién gio ¢ dau?”

“Co Wakayama dang nghi trong xe cua ta. Sép ciing ¢ dé.”

“Ong gia cling dén a. Ny t6i khong dom vao trong xe.” Kusanagi nhin
mat. “Nguyén nhan tt vong da rd chwa?”

“Pang nghi nhat la do chat doc. Tuy ciing c6 kha nang ty sat nhung hoan
toan c6 thé xét téi treong hop bi giét, vi thé nén mdi goi dén ching ta.”

Htrm, Kusanagi doi theo Utsumi Kaoru dang di vao bép. “Co gai do,
Wakayama Hiromi a, khi c0 ta budc vao nha thi ctra c6 khoa khong nhi.”

“Hinh nhu ctra khoa.”

“Ctra s0 va ctra kinh thi sao? Tinh trang ctra néo thé nao?”

“Khi cong an quan dén thi tit cd déu dong, ngoai trir ctra s6 nha vé sinh
tang hai.”
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“Tang hai c6 nha vé sinh a? C6 thé ra vao cho d6 khong?”

“Toi chuwa thtr nhung c6 1€ 1a khong.”

“Thé thi la ty sat roi.” Kusanagi ngoi xuong ghé s6-pha, bat tréo hai
chan. “Ai do6 bé thudc doc vao ca phé? Néu vay thi ké d6 lam sao ma roi
khoi ng6i nha nay dwoc. Tai sao cong an quan lai nghi t&i kha nang bi giét
nhi.”

“Téat nhién la néu chi nhw vay thi c6 1& khé ma nghi theo hwéng do.”

“Con gl nita a?”

“Trong khi t6 diéu tra ctia quan nghién cttu hién truong thi dién thoai di
dong do chuong. D6 la may ctia anh Mashiba, ngudi da mat. Cudc goi dén
tr mot nha hang & Ebisu. Thi ra anh Mashiba c6 dat ban & dé vao 8 gio toi
nay. Ban dat cho hai nguwdi. Dén gio hen ma khéng thidy anh ta xuét hién
nén phia ctta hang cha dong lién lac. Thoi diém goi dat ban la khoang 6
rudi téi nay. Khi ndy t6i da ké, co Wakayama goi dén cho Mashiba ltic hon
7 gio va khong lién lac dvgc. Mot nguwoi goi dat ban ¢ nha hang luc 6 gio
30 phat ma hon 7 gio lai tim dén cai chét... thi qua la mét chuyén ky quac.
Toi nghi nhan dinh cua cong an quan la hgp 1y.”

Kusanagi nhan mat lang nghe, ngén tay gai gai dudi 1ong may.

“Vay sao khong ndi sém hon?”

“Mai tra 101 cac cau héi cta anh Kusanagi nén t6i ké sét.”

“T6i hiéu roi.” Kusanagi dap tay vao hai dau goéi réi ding day. Utsumi
Kaoru twr trong bép da quay trd lai tredc ta ly. Anh tién dén sau lung co.
“Cau Kishitani ké lai vu viéc ma c6 ¢t lvgn 16 lam gi thé?”

“T6i van nghe ma. Anh Kishitani, cAm on nhé.”

“Khong c6 gi,” Kishitani nhun vai.

“Tu ly c6 van de a?”

“Cho nay.” Co6 chi vao bén trong chiéc ti. “Cho nay cuta cai td, anh c6
thdy no tréng trai so v4i nhitng cho khac khong?”

Qua la nhin n6 trong mot cach khong ty nhién. Dwong nhu tirng cé ly
coc dat ¢ do.
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“Co vé nhu vay.”

“T6i vira xem qua can bép, cé 5 ly sam-panh da riva sach trong do.”

“Chung von dugc xép ¢ day a?”

“Toi nghi vay.”

“Nhung thé thi sao?”

Utsumi Kaoru nguwdc nhin Kusanagi, khé map may moi. Nhung, nhw thé
nghi lai nén co lac dau.

“Khong c6 gi quan trong. T6i chi dodn la gan day ho c6 mét bira tiéc. Ly
sam-panh chi dung trong nhitng treong hop ay théi.”

“Co6 ly. Néu giau cd nay thi tiéc tung tai gia chac cling nhiéu. Tuy nhién,
khong thé chi vi gan day co6 tiéc ma khang dinh 1a ho khdong c6 tran tré nao
dén mic tw sat.” Kusanagi quay vé phia Kishitani. “Con ngwdi von phitc
tap va mau thuan. Du tredc dé phéan khich vi bita tiéc hay la ngay sau khi
dat ban an & nha hang thi ho van sé chét vao thoi diém mudn chét.”

Thé a, Kishitani gat dau vé mo ho.

“Nguoi vo thi sao?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Vang?”

“Vo cta nan nhan... a khéng, vg cua ngwoi da mat. Ba lién lac r6i chi?”

“Van chuwa lién lac dugc vdi chi ta. Co Wakayama néi rang nha cha me
clia nguoi vg ¢ Sapporo. Hon nita con hoi xa thanh thi nén du tredc mat cé
lién lac dwgc thi chac ciing khong thé vé day trong dém nay.”

“Hokkaido a. Néu vay thi ding la khong thé.”

May qud, Kusanagi thé phao. Néu ngwoi vg chay dén ngay thi sé c6
ngwoi phai chd ¢ day. Khi dd, cé thé néi chac chan sép Mamiya sé giao
viéc do cho Kusanagi.

Gio da mudn, muon nghe ngéng thong tin tir hang xém phai dé qua ngay
mai. Kusanagi vita chém mong v&i da nay thi dém nay c6 thé vé qua nha
thi nhin thdy gwong mat vudong vitc cia Mamiya.

“Kusanagi, da dén r6i day. Muon nhi.”

“T6i dén 1au roi. Pa nam dugc dai khai vu viéc nho Kishitani.”
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Mamiya gat dau roi quay vé phia sau, “Xin mdi vao day.”

Nguoi dwge moi bude vao can phong la mot c6 gai khoang 25 tudi, dang
ngwoi manh mai. Téc dai ngang vai c6 mau den hiém thdy & nhitng co gai
thoi nay. Mau téc d6 lam cho lan da trang trong cang noi bat. C6 1€ nén néi
lan da c6 gai trong xanh xao sé dung hon la trang. Du sao cling thudc vao
nhom nguoi dep. Cach trang diém ciling rat tinh té.

Chac day la Wakayama Hiromi, Kusanagi doan.

“Theo 10i ké khi ndy, vira buwéc vao can phong nay c6 nhin thay thi thé
ngay lap tic ding khong? Vay thi, nhin chung la c6 da nhin thay tw vi tri
dang dirng phai khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi hoi cdi mdt, nghe Mamiya hdi lién thoang dwa mat vé
phia ghé s6-pha. Chdc la dang hoéi tudéng thoi diém phdt hién tir thi.

“Vang, toi nghi la tir cho nay.” Hiromi khé dap.

Khéng 16 cé phai vi voc ngudi gay va sac mat khong dugc tot hay khong
ma Kusanagi thiy riéng viéc ditng vitng duwong nhu cling 1a qua sic vdi co.
Han la do &nh huéng cta cu soc khi nhin thay tir thi.

“Truedc day, lan cudi cung c6 vao can phong nay la budi t6i cach dé mot
ngay phai khong?” Mamiya hoi dé x4ac nhan.

“Vang,” Wakayama Hiromi gat dau.

“Thoi diém dé va hién tai c6 thay cé gi thay doi khong? Nhitng diém rat
nho thoi cling dvugc.”

Nghe cau hdi, c6 gai dwa mat nhin quanh can phong véi vé lo sg. Nhung
co ngay lap tic lac dau.

“To6i khong ro. Mot ngay triedc van con nhiéu nguai khac va dé la sau
khi tat ca cing an uéng...” C6 run run dap.

Mamiya nhiu may nhung van gat dau. Biéu cam nhw néi rang danh chdap
nhan vay.

“Xin 16i vi héi khi c6 dang mét. T6i nay c6 cit thong tha nghi ngoi. Co
diéu, ngay mai chiing toi sé goi dién hoi chuyén c6 thém mot 1an nita, dugc
chi?”
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“Pugc a, du toi nghi nhitng diéu minh c6 thé néi déu khong quan trong.”

“Co6 1€ vay nhung phia chiing t6i mudn biét sy viéc chi tiét hét mic co
thé. Rat mong c6 sé hop tac trong viéc diéu tra.”

“Vang,” van cui dau, Wakayama Hiromi dap ngan gon.

“Dé t6i cho cdp dwdi dwa c6 vé nha.” Mamiya n6i va nhin sang
Kusanagi. “H6m nay cau dén day béng gi? O t6 ding khong?”

“Xin loi, toi di taxi.”

“Gl chtt, dang ngay hom nay.”

“Gan day t6i it dung 6 t5.”

Mamiya chép miéng, ding lic dy Utsumi Kaoru 1én tiéng, “Toi lai xe
dén day.”

Kusanagi ngac nhién quay lai nhin. “O t6 a? Ghé nhi.”

“T6i nhan dugc thong bao lic dang 14i xe di an. Xin 16i.”

“Pau can xin 16i. Néu vay, c6 c6 thé tién c6 Wakayama vé dugc khong?”
Mamiya hoi.

“Vang. Nhung trudc do, téi céd thé xin phép hoi c6 Wakayama mét diéu
dwgc khong a?”

Nghe Utsumi Kaoru hoéi, trong vé mat Mamiya nhu thé vira bi ltra.
Wakayama Hiromi trong mot thoang ciing 10 vé cang thang.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Mamiya hoi.

Utsumi Kaoru dam dam nhin Wakayama Hiromi va buéc vé phia tredc
mot budce.

“Dwong nhw anh Mashiba Yoshitaka dot tr gitta ldc dang uéng ca phé,
nhung anh dy khong thuong xuyén st dung dia 16t ding khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi mé& to mét kinh ngac. Anh mét c6 lay dong.

“Vang, c6... co6 thé 1a thé khi udbng mot minh.”

“Nhu vay c6 nghia la hom qua hodc hom nay c6 khach, co c6 nghi t6i
kha nang nao khong?”

Kusanagi quay sang nhin Utsumi Kaoru khi nghe c0 tw tin khang dinh.

“Sao co biét la c¢6 khach dén?”
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“Trong chau rita & bép van con 1 coc ca phé va 2 céi dia chuwa rira. Néu
anh Mashiba dung ca phé mét minh thi chac chan da khong co dia.”

Kishitani budc vao bép roéi ngay 1ap tic trd ra.

“Putng nhw 101 Utsumi. C6 1 chiéc coc va 2 cai dia & do.”

Kusanagi trao doi anh mat véi Mamiya roi quay lai nhin Wakayama
Hiromi.

“Co0 c6 y kién gi vé chuyén do khong?”

Co0 gai lac dau, vé mat bat an.

“T6i... khong biét. B&i vi, sau khi roi khoi day tr toi hom kia, t6i khong
hé quay lai. T6i khong biét chuyén cé khach dén hay khong.”

Kusanagi lai nhin Mamiya. Mamiya gat dau vé dam chiéu.

“T6i hiéu r6i. Cam on c6 da ho trg dén tan ldc nay... Utsumi, vay nho co
dwa co6 dy vé. Kusanagi, cau ciing 1én xe cung ho di.”

“Vang,” Kusanagi dap. Anh hiéu y do cia Mamiya. Wakayama Hiromi
ro rang dang che gidu chuyén gi d6. Muén bdo minh tim hiéu ddy ma.

Ba ngudi ho buéc ra khéi nha thi Utsumi Kaoru néi, “O day nhé. Téi di
lay xe.” D6 la loai xe pho thong nén co do ¢ bai gti xe tinh tién tw dong.

Trong khi cho dgi, Kusanagi quan sat Wakayama Hiromi ditng bén canh.
Co6 thé thay co ta dang chan dong manh. Khong thé cho rang chi vi ci soc
khi nhin thay x4c chét.

“C0 c0 lanh khong?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Khong sao dau a.”

“T6i nay co c6 dy dinh ra ngoai khong?”

“Viéc dé... anh cling thay la khong ma?”

“Thé a. T6i chi nghi biét dau c6 lai c6 hen vdi ai do thoi.”

Wakayama Hiromi khé map may moi. C6 thé thdy c6 ta boi roi.

“Co6 mot viéc chac co ciing dwge héi nhiéu lan réi nhung t6i cé thé hoi
thém lan nita khong?”

“Viéc gi vay?”

“V1i sao toi nay co0 lai nghi tGi viéc goi dién cho anh Mashiba?”
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“Bdi vi, toi nghi la da nhan gitr chia khoa nha giup co giao thi thi thoang
phai lién lac. Néu anh Mashiba c6 gi bat tién thi nén ho trg...”

“Nhung khong két néi dugc nén co da dén nha dung khong?”

“Vang,” co khé gat dau.

“Tuy nhién, di dong khong lién lac dugc la viéc cling kha binh thuvong
ma? Dién thoai ban cling vay. Co khong nghi anh Mashiba chi di dau do va
dung lac ay khong thé nghe may a?”

Sau mot thodng im lang, Wakayama Hiromi nhe nhang lac dau.

“T6i khong ngh thé...”

“Tai sao vay? Cé gi lam c0 lo lang a?”

“Khong phéi nhv vay. Chi 14, téi bat chgt nong rudt...”

“Nong rudt a?”

“Khong dugc u? Chi vi cam thay néng rudt nén dén nha xem tinh hinh
thé nao?”

“Khong, toi khong c6 y d6. Chi nhan giit chia khéa ma c6 trach nhiém
dén vay, qua la hiém c6 nén to6i thdy ngudng md. Hon thé, tryc gidc cia co
con chuan xac nita nén viéc do that dang khen nggi.”

Dwong nhw khong chap nhan 16i gidi thich cia Kusanagi, Wakayama
Hiromi quay madt sang hwdng khac.

Mot chiéc Pajero mau dé dam dirng lai trudc khudn vién. Utsumi Kaoru
mé& ctra budc xudng.

“Xe dan dong co a?” Kusanagi tron mat ngac nhién.

“Cam giac ngoi trén xe khong té dau. Xin moi, c6 Wakayama.”

Pugc Utsumi Kaoru moi, Wakayama Hiromi buwdc vao ghé sau.
Kusanagi theo sau co.

Ngoi vao ghé 1ai, Utsumi Kaoru bat dau cai dat thiét bi dan dwong. Chac
€0 da xac nhan truwdc dia chi noi ¢ cia Wakayama Hiromi. Co6 1€ nha c6 gai
0 canh ga Gakugei Daigaku.

Xe vira chay dugc mot 1at thi Wakayama Hiromi 1én tiéng.

“Anh Mashiba, vu... do khong phai la tai nan hay ty sat a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Kusanagi nhin lén ghé 1ai. Anh mét anh va Utsumi Kaoru giao nhau qua
guong chiéu hau.

“Chua thé khang dinh dwoc gi. Két qua giai phau ciing chwa c6.”

“Nhuwng ma, hai ngwoi la canh sat hinh sy phu trach diéu tra nhitng vu
giét nguwoi dung khong?”

“Putng la nhu vay, nhung & thoi diém hién tai, chi cé thé néi la c6 kha
nang bi giét. Khong phai ching t6i khong thé tiét 16 nhiéu hon ma la ching
toi cting khong ro.”

Thé a, Wakayama Hiromi nho giong dap.

“Vay, c6 Wakayama, t6i xin hdi nguwgc lai vé chuyén do, néu day la vu
giét nguwoi thi ¢6 c6 suy nghi nao khong?”

Kusanagi cdm thay cd géai nhw nin thé. Anh cham chu nhin khée miéng
cO.

“T6i khong biét... vé anh Mashiba, t6i hau nhw khong biét gi ngoai
chuyén dé la chong ctia c6 gido.” Co thap giong dap.

“Vay a. Um, ngay lic nay khong thé nghi ra cling khong sao. Néu ¢
nhd ra diéu gi xin hdy cho ching t6i biét nhé.”

Nhung Wakayama Hiromi chi im lang chit khong gat dau.

Sau khi dé c6 gai xuéng xe & trudc khu chung cw, Kusanagi 1én ngoi trén
ghé phu.

“Co thay sao?” Kusanagi hoi, mat van nhin thang phia truéc.

“Mot ngwdi manh mé ddy nhi.” Utsumi Kaoru cho xe lan banh.

“Manh mé? Thé a.”

“Co ta kiém ché khong khoc sudt day thoi? Triwdc mat ching ta, dén phut
cudi cling khong nhé mét giot nwdc mat.”

“Co thé nghi la c6 ta khong dén mirc dau buén ma.”

“Khong. Co ta chac chan da khéc. T6i tin la c6 ta da khoc su6t khoang
thoi gian dgi xe cap ciru.”
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“Sao co biét?”

“Phan trang diém & dudi mit. O dé c6 ddu vét voi va sta lai 16p trang
diém bi nhoe.”

Kusanagi nhin cham cham vao khu6n mat ctaa nit diéu tra vién dan em.

“Toi tin la minh dung.”

“Qua nhién phu nit chi y téi nhitng diém khac han. Cha, day la t6i dang
khen c6 day.”

“T6i biét,” miéng co gian ra, “anh Kusanagi cam thay thé nao?”

“Néi ngan gon mot chit 1a ‘dang ngd’. Du c6 vién ¢ gitt gium chia khéa,
viéc mot phu nit tré dén tan noi xem tinh hinh ctia nguwdi dan 6ng dang &
nha mot minh qua la dang ngo.”

“Pong y. Néu la t6i, chac khong thé nghi tdi viéc ay.”

“Co gai ay va nguoi da khuat, thye sy la cé tu tinh... Tri twéng tuwgng
cua ta c6 bay xa qua khong nhi?”

Utsumi Kaoru chgt thd dai.

“Khong nhitng khong bay xa ma chi cé thé nghi theo hwéng dé thoi.
Chang phai la hai nguwdi do dinh cung nhau an téi hém nay a?”

Kusanagi vo hai dau goi. “Nha hang & Ebisu a?”

“Dén gio dat ban ma khong thdy ngwdi dau nén phia nha hang méi goi
dién dung khong nao. Ban an ddt trudc cho hai nguoi. Vay la khong chi anh
Mashiba ma ngudi dwgc maoi ciling khong xuat hién.”

“Néu doan rang nguoi duwgc moi dén la Wakayama Hiromi thi moi tinh
tiét vira khép luon.”

C6 vé khong sai roi, Kusanagi xac nhan.

“Néu gitra hai ngwdi c6 moi quan hé dac biét thi toi nghi n6 sé sém dugc
chitng minh.”

“V1 sao?”

“Dua vao coc ca phé. Mdy mon trong bon rira 1a do hai ngudi st dung
phai khong? Néu vay thi trong dé nhat dinh sé c6 dau van tay cta co ta.”
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“Hop ly. Nhung, viéc hai nguoi do coé tu tinh khong du lam can ¢ coi co
ta la nghi pham.”

“Tat nhién la t6i hiéu diéu d6.” Co dap va do xe vao lé duong bén trai.

“T6i goi dién mot chut duge khong? To6i 6 viéc mudn xac nhan.”

“Pugc, nhung co goi cho ai?”

“Puwong nhién la Wakayama Hiromi r6i.”

Phét 10 vé ngac nhién cia Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru bam di dong. Dién
thoai nhanh chong két noi.

“Co Wakayama phéi khong a? To6i la Utsumi bén cong an. T6i nay da
lam phién c6... Khong, khéng cé gi nghiém trong dau. Toi vira nhé ra khi
ndy quén khong hoi c6 vé ké hoach ngay mai... Vay a. T6i hiéu roi. Xin 16i
vi lam phién c6 lic mét moi. Co nghi ngoi di nhé.” Dt 101, Utsumi Kaoru
ngat may.

“Co hoi ngay mai co ta dinh lam gi a?” Kusanagi hai.

“Chua c6 dy dinh cu thé, c6 ay noi chac sé & nha. Lép khau ghép vai co
1é cling nghi.”

“Um.”

“Nhuwng, muc dich t6i goi dén khong chi dé xac nhan ké hoach ngay
mai.”

“Nghia la sao?”

“Giong ndi cua c6 ta, gio nghe da nghen ngao. C6 vé cb ta cling c6 gang
che day nhung nghe rat rd. Toi doan la ngay khi duwgc ¢ trong phong mot
minh, cdm xtc don nén nay gio lién v& 0a.”

Kusanagi dang tira vao ghé lién nhém day. “Co goi dién chi dé xac nhan
viéc dy a?”

“Du khong phai ngudi ¢ quan hé dac biét than thiét, song khi tiép nhan
ct soc la ho thuc sy da chét, néu c6 vo thite bat khoc ciling la viéc binh
thwong. Nhung sau mot khodng thoi gian nhat dinh ma lai khoc tiép thi...”

“Co6 nghia la ho c6 tinh cam dac biét danh cho d6i phwong phai khong?”
Kusanagi nhin nit cong an tré, cwdi day an y. “Co kha that day.”
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“Céam on anh da khen.” Utsumi Kaoru mim cudi va nha phanh tay.

Budi sang hom sau, Kusanagi tinh gidc bédi tiéng chuéng dién thoai. Nguoi
goi la Mamiya. Md&i khoang 7 gio sang.

“S6m qua nhi,” anh phan nan.

“Riéng viéc dwgc ngu ¢ nha thoi 1a cau phai thiy biét on r6i. Hom nay c6
cudc hop diéu tra & quan Meguro tir sang. Co 1é doi diéu tra sé dwgc thanh
1ap. Tt dém nay chac khong vé nha dugc dau.”

“Sép mat cong goi dién chi dé thong bao viéc dé a?”

“Pwong nhién la khéng roi. Gid cau di Haneda mau.”

“Haneda? Sao lai 1a cho d6...”

“Haneda dwong nhién la san bay roi. Vg cia Mashiba dang bay vé tw
Sapporo. Cau ra don di. Pva 1én xe chd vé Meguro luén nhé.”

“Sép trao doi trwdc roi chir?”

“Con phai n6i. Cau di cung Utsumi nhé. Co bé sé 1ai xe. Chuyén bay ha
canh lic 8 gio.”

“Tam gio!” Kusanagi bat day.

Pang voi vang chuan bi thi dién thoai di dong lai d6 chuéng. Lan nay la
Utsumi Kaoru. Co da dén va chd phia truéc chung cu.

Anh leo 1én chiéc Pajero t6i hom qua, ho hwéng vé san bay Haneda.

“Lai bi ép lam viéc khé ro6i. Du c6 tiép xtc véi than nhan nguwdi mat bao
nhiéu lan thi to6i cting khong quen dwoc.”

“Nhung sép lai n6i ngudi khéo cw xt véi ho nhat chinh la anh Kusanagi
day.”

“Ay, 6ng gia noéi thé 4?”

“Sép con bdo gwrong madt anh tao cdm gidc an tam.”

“Gl ch? Chac y néi trong td6i ngéd ngan day.” Kusanagi chép miéng
thanh tiéng.
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Ho dén san bay lic 8 gid kém 5 phut. Vira ditng chd ¢ sanh dén thi hanh
khach tun un xuat hién. Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru déi mat tim Mashiba
Ayane. Dau hiéu dé nhan dién la 4o khoac be va hanh ly mau xanh nwéc
bién.

“Nguoi do phdi khong?” Utsumi Kaoru nhin cham cham vé mot huéng.

Kusanagi nhin theo 4nh mat cua c6. Pung la c6 mot nguwdi phu nit vira
khép cac ddu hiéu. Anh mét nhuém vé dau budn hoi ciii xuéng, toan than
toat 1én vé sang trong.

“Co vé... dung la nguoi do day.” Kusanagi nhé giong dap.

Anh dang dao dong. Khong thé roi mat khéi nguwdi phu nit ay. Chinh anh
cling khong hiéu vi sao tim minh lai rung 1én nhu thé.

https://thuviensach.vn



4

Sau khi nghe nhém Kusanagi gi6i thiéu vé minh, diéu dau tién Mashiba
Ayane hoi la noi ddt di hai ctia Yoshitaka.

“Di hai da dugc chuyén dén noi kham nghiém phép y. T6i khong nam ro
tinh hinh hién tai nhung sé sém xac nhan va thong tin dén c6.” Kusanagi tra
10i.

“Thé a... Vay la to6i khong thé gap anh ay ngay bay gio phdi khong?”
Ayane chdp mat buén ba. Cé thé thdy c6 dang kim nén nhitng giot nuwéc
mat chi chyc trao ra. Lan da hoi kho né nhung chac han khéng phai la vé
von cé ctia ngwdi phu nit nay.

“Chuing t6i da sap xép dé c6 thé trao tra di hai cho gia dinh ngay sau khi
kham nghiém xong.”

Kusanagi cam thdy giong minh hoi thiéu ty nhién. Anh van hoi cang
thang moi khi tiép xic vdi than nhan ngwsi mat nhing cam giac nay hoi
khac so v6i moi khi.

“Vang. Mong anh giup cho.”

Giong cta Ayane nghe hoi thap so vdi giong phu nit binh thwong. Nhung
tiéng nodi dy vong sau vao doi tai cia Kusanagi mot cach mé hoac.

“Chung t6i c6 thé héi chuyén co6 khi dén tru s& quan Meguro dugc chi?”

“Vang, t6i cling da dugc bao trude.”

“Cam on. Mong c6 hop tac. Chuing t6i da chuan bi xe.”

C0 ngoi vao ghé sau chiéc Pajero ctia Utsumi Kaoru, Kusanagi ngoi &
ghé phu.

“T6i hom qua, c6 nhan dwoc lién lac khi dang & dau?” Kusanagi quay lai
héi.

“Subi nwdc nong dia phwong. Téi & dé cung ngwoi ban cii. Vi tat nguon
dién thoai nén t6i hoan toan khong dé y dén tin nhan... Truwdc luc di nga
m&i nghe tin nhan thoai.” Ayane dap r6i thé dai. “To6i da twdng do la tro
dua. Ba bao gio c6 dién thoai tir cong an dau.”
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“T6i hiéu,” Kusanagi noi.

“Vay... moi chuyén la thé nao a? T6i khong hiéu dau vao véi dau ca.”

Nghe Ayane ngdp ngtng hoi minh, Kusanagi thdy long nhéi 1én. Chac
chdn c6 &y mudn hoi cau nay nhat. Nhung dong thai lai sg.

“Co nghe duogc nhitng gi qua dién thoai r6i?”

“T6i chi nghe tin anh 4y mat, nguyén nhan qua doi khong ro rang nén
cong an sé diéu tra. Thong tin cu thé hon thi...”

O vi tri ctia minh, ngudi cong an goi dién cho c6 ding 1a khong thé néi
nhiéu hon. Nhung d6i véi Ayane thi chang khac nao con 4c mong va chac
han c6 da tradi qua mot dém kho sé. Khong hiéu c6 da 1én chuyén bay véi
tam trang nhu thé nao, chi twéng twong thoéi Kusanagi cling cam thay nang
ne.

“Chong c6 mat tai nha.” Kusanagi néi. “Van chuwa ro nguyén nhan. Bé
ngoai khéng c6 vét thwong nao dang chi y. C6 Wakayama Hiromi phat
hién anh dy & phong khach.”

“C0 dy...” Ayane nhu nin thd.

Kusanagi nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru dang lai xe. Trong mot thoang co
cling huéng anh nhin vé phia anh. Anh mét ho giao nhau.

Kusanagi doan ca hai dang nghi vé cung mot viéc. Khong dén 12 tiéng
tredc, anh da tro chuyén vdi Utsumi Kaoru vé méi quan hé gitta Wakayama
Hiromi va Mashiba Yoshitaka.

Wakayama Hiromi la hoc tro cung ctia Ayane. Tt viéc goi c6 ta dén bita
tiéc tai gia, c6 thé thay co hoc tro dugc doi xir nhw nguwdi trong nha. Néu c6
gai d6 ma nga vdi chong minh, that chang khac nao nudi ong tay ao.

Van dé la Ayane da nhan ra quan hé gitta hai ngudi do hay chwa. Khong
phai c gan giii thi chac chan sé nhan ra. Kusanagi biét vai trwong hop vi
qua gan giii ngwoi ta lai khong chu y.

“Chong c6 c6 mac can bénh man tinh nao khong?”

Ayane lac dau.
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“Chéac chan la khong. Anh ay van kiém tra sitc khde dinh ky, t6i chuwa
tirng nghe c6 van dé gi. Cling khong bia reou qua do.”

“Cho dén nay, anh nha chac ciing khong bao gio dot ngot bi ngat nhi?”

“To6i nghi la khong. To6i khong biét. Vi thé t6i khong ngo lai xdy ra
chuyén dy.” Ayane ddt tay 1én tran nhu dé ngan con nhi¢c dau.

Kusanagi cho rang chwa v6i néi vé kha nang tritng doc thi hon. Nén gidu
di viéc nghi ngo nguwdi chét tw sat hoac bi giét cho t6i khi c6 két qua kham
nghiém.

“Q thoi diém hién tai, day 1a truong hop tir vong bat thuong.” Kusanagi
néi. “Trong truong hgp nay, bat ké sy viéc co tinh chat vu an hay khong,
cong an bat budc phai lwu lai tinh trang hién tredng nhiéu nhat c6 thé. Vi
thé, c6 Wakayama Hiromi da lam nhan chitng va dé ching to6i kiém tra hién
trrong & mirc nhat dinh. Do ltic d6 ching t6i khong thé lién lac dugc vai
co.”

“T6i co biét viéc nay qua dién thoai t6i hom qua.”

“C0 c6 hay vé Sapporo khong?”

Ayane lac dau.

“Pay la lan dau tién ké tr khi két hon.”

“Gia dinh c6 c6 chuyén a?”

“T6i chi nghi doi ldc nén vé nha vi sitc khée bo to6i khong 6n lam. Khong
ngo cu lai khée manh nén t6i quyét dinh di sudi nwéc néng véi ban...”

“Ra la thé. Sao c6 lai gtri chia kh6a nha cho Wakayama Hiromi?”

“Pé phong khi c6 chuyén trong ldc t6i vang nha. T6i nhd ¢6 ay ho trg
cong viéc, cling co lic can dén tai liéu lwu gitt & nha hodc can mang tac
pham nao dé dén 16p hoc chang han.”

“Co Wakayama ké rang, vi khong biét anh nha cé 6n khong nén goi dién
thoai, nhung lai khong thé lién lac dugc, c6 dy lo lang nén dén nha xem
tinh hinh ra sao. C6 nho c6 Wakayama ca nhitng viéc thuong ngay lien
quan dén anh nha a?” Kusanagi hoi, than trong lwa chon ti* ngit va tap trung
vao diém quan trong.
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Ayane nhiu may, nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“T6i khong chac. Ciing c6 thé téi da nho. C6 bé dé rat chu dao nén ciling
c6 thé sé lo lang khong biét chong t6i c6 gi bat tién khi & mot minh hay
khong... Xin héi, c6 chuyén gi khong a? Viéc t6i gti c6 dy chia khoa nha
c6 gi khong 6n a?”

“Khong, t6i khong c6 y do6. Toi chi xac nhan lai dau dudi cau chuyén ma
c6 Wakayama ké lai ngay hom qua thoi.”

Ayane up hai ban tay lén mat.

“T6i that sy khong thé tin dwgc. Chong t6i tham chi chwa titng 6m dau
bénh tat, t6i thit SAu con madi ban dén choi va té chic tiéc ¢ nha. Anh dy
ludn rét vui vé, vay ma...” Giong c6 run lén.

“T6i hiéu tam trang cia c6. Nguoi ban dén bita tiéc hom do 1a ai vay?”

“Ban ti* thoi dai hoc cta chong toi va vg anh dy.” Ayane noéi ra tén cla
Ikai Tatsuhiko va Yukiko.

Co ha doi tay dang che khu6n mat ctia minh xuéng, dwong nhu dang tap
trung suy nghi.

“T6i c6 viéc nay mudn nhd anh.”

“Viec gi vay?”

“Gio chung ta phai di thang dén don cong an a?”

“Co van de gi a?”

“Néu co6 thé, t6i muén vé xem tinh hinh & nha trwdc. To6i cling mudn biét
anh ay da ra di nhu thé nao... Cé dugc khong a?”

Kusanagi lai nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru. Nhung lan nay anh khong gap anh
mat c6 nhin lai. Nit canh sat diéu tra van nhin thang phia truéc nhw thé
dang tap trung lai xe.

“T6i hiéu roi, dé toi trao doi vdi cap trén xem sao.” Kusanagi lay dién
thoai di dong.

Mamiya bat mdy, anh truyén dat lai mong mudn ctia Ayane. Mamiya hoi
can nhan nhung ro6i cling dong y.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thuc ra tinh hudng c6 chut thay déi. C6 1é nén hoi chuyén c6 ta & hién
treong. Cau dua vé nha di.”

“Tinh hudng c6 thay do6i la sao?”

“Chuyén do toi sé noi sau.”

“Vang.”

“Chung ta sé dén nha c6.” Kusanagi tat may roi néi véi Ayane.

May qua, Ayane noi khé.

Kusanagi vira huwéng anh mat vé con duong triudc mat thi nghe thay tiéng
bam dién thoai di dong cua Ayane.

“A 10, Hiromi a? Co Ayane day.”

Kusanagi béi r6i. Anh khéng ngd vao lic nay, & day, ma c6 lai goi cho
Wakayama Hiromi. Nhung cting khong thé bao c6 dirng lai.

“... U, co biét r6i. By gid c¢6 dang di v6i cong an. Pang trén dudng vé
nha. Vit va cho Hiromi qua.”

Kusanagi lo lang. Anh khong hinh dung dwgc Wakayama Hiromi sé cw
Xt thé nao. Qua dau buon do mat di ngudi yéu, rat c6 thé c6 ta sé noi hét
moi diéu dang che giau. Khi d6 Ayane chac ciing khong thé nao gilt dugc
binh tinh.

“... Chac la thé nhi. Em khéng sao chit? Sttcc khde cé 6n khong?... Thé
a, néu vay thi tot. Vay, Hiromi cling dén nha c6 dwgc khong? Tat nhién la
néu em khéng mudn thi thoi. Chi vi c6 mudn nghe moi chuyén tir Hiromi
thoi.”

Co6 vé nhv Wakayama Hiromi dang binh tinh néi chuyén. Nhung viéc
Ayane goi c0 ta t6i ndm ngoai dy doan cua Kusanagi.

“Pugc chit? Vay ching ta néi chuyén sau nhé... &, cAm on em. Em ciing
dirng lam gi qua sttc nhé.” Hinh nhw Ayane da ngat may. Co tiéng sut sit.

“C0 Wakayama ciing dén a?” Kusanagi xac nhan.

“Vang. A! khong dugc a?”

“Khong sao. Nguwoi phat hién vu viéc la c6 ay, nén truc tiép nghe co ay
ké.” No6i vay nhung Kusanagi lai thady hoi hop. Pon gian vi anh td mo
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muon biét tinh nhan cua nguwdi da mat sé néi véi ngudi vo nhw thé nao vé
chuyén phat hién thi thé cta anh ta. Mat khac, anh tinh rang néu chu y quan
sat trang thai cia Ayane ldc dy, c6 thé sé thay r6 c6 da nhan ra viéc ngoai
tinh gitta chong va hoc tro cia minh hay chua.

Ra khéi duwong cao téc tha do, Utsumi Kaoru cho chiéc Pajero hudng vé
biét thy nha Mashiba. Hom qua c6 da chay dén hién trudng bang chiéc xe
nay. Chac vi vay ma khong cé cdm giac co sé lac duong.

Vira t6i biét thy gia dinh Mashiba da thdy Mamiya & d6. Ong ding cho
tredc cong cung Kishitani.

Xubng xe, Kusanagi lién gi¢i thiéu Ayane v6i nhom Mamiya.

“Chung t6i rat tiéc vé chuyén vira xay ra.”

Mamiya lich sy cti dau chao Ayane r6i quay sang héi Kusanagi.

“Cau da ke lai sy viéc roi chi?”

“Chi nhitng noi dung chinh thoi a.”

Mamiya gat dau va mot lan nita nhin sang Ayane.

“Thuc sy, ching t6i c6 rat nhiéu diéu mudn héi co.

Rat xin 16i vi lam phién du c6 vira vé dén noi.”

“Khong sao dau a.”

“Chung ta vao trong da. Kishitani, chia khoa.”

Kishitani 1ay chia khoa trong tdi. Ayane nhan lai n6 véi vé ban khoan.

Ayane m@ cong r6i budc vao biét thy, nhom Mamiya theo sau. Kusanagi
cling du6i theo, tay van xach hanh ly cua cé.

“Chong t6i dwgc tim thay & cho nao?” Ayane hoi sau khi vao trong nha.

“Hwdéng nay,” Mamiya di lén phia truac.

Trén tdm tham trong phong khach van con dan bang dinh. Nhin thay
dwong bang dinh cé hinh dang nguwdi nam do, Ayane dwa tay 1én che miéng,
dirng lang di.

“Theo 161 c6 Wakayama thi chong chi da guc xuong & cho d6.” Mamiya
giai thich.
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Dudong nhu noi dau buén va ct soc lai doi 1én toan than Ayane. C6 quy
xuong san ho nhuw guc nga. Kusanagi thdy doi vai ay run lén titng nhip.
Nhitng tiéng khoc ndc 1én bat ra khe khé.

“Chuyén xay ra lic may gio a?” Co khé hoi.

“Lic c6 Wakayama phat hién la gan 8 gio.” Mamiya dap.

“8 gio thi... anh ay dang lam gi nhi?”

“Co vé nhu dang uong ca phé. Tat ca da dugc thu don réi nhuwng c6 mot
coc ca phé roi trén san, ca phé loang ra.”

“Ca phé... anh ay tu pha sao?”

“Y ¢ 1a...?” Kusanagi hoi.

“B@i vi, anh dy chang dong vao bat ctt viéc gi. T6i chwa tirng nhin thay
chong minh pha ca phé.”

Kusanagi thay doi 16ng may ctia Mamiya khé dong day.

“Khong c6 chuyén ti pha 1dy a?” Mamiya nhac lai.

“Trwdc khi 1ay t6i thi hinh nhw cling tw pha. Nhung khi 4y c6 may pha ca
phe.”

“Bay gio c6 may pha khong?”

“Khong a. Vi khong can nén t6i bé di r6i.”

Anh méit Mamiya tré nén dit doi. Git* nguyén vé mit y, 6ng noi.

“Thwa co, dung ra khong thé noi gi khi chwa cé két qua kham nghiém
nhung c6 vé nhw chéng co6 da tring doc ma qua doi.”

Ayane thoang ngdy ra réi mé to doi mat.

“Trung doc... tring doc gi co a?”

“Chung t6i van dang diéu tra. Tuy nhién, c6 chidt doc manh dwgc tim
thdy trong coc ca phé roi & hién trwong. Ciling c6 nghia, nguyén nhan cai
chét ctia chong c6 khong phai 1a bénh tat hay tai nan don thuan.”

Ayane che miéng, lién tuc chép mat. P6i mat dy phut chéc do hoe.

“Chuyén do, tai sao anh ay lai, chuyén nhw thé...”

“Piéu do6 van la bi an. Vi thé ma t6i muén héi xem c6 c6 nghi ra manh
moi nao khong.”
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Kusanagi tham khép viéc nay vdi “tinh huéng da thay d6i” ma Mamiya
néi qua dién thoai. Anh da hiéu vi sao Mamiya lai truc tiép dén day.

Tay van dat trén tran, Ayane ngoi xuoéng chiéc ghé s6-pha bén canh.

“Manh mai a, t6i khong nghi dugc gi ca.”

“Lan cudi co noi chuyén véi chong la khi nao?” Mamiya héi.

“Budi sang hom thit Bady. Luc t6i roi khéi nha, anh dy ciing di cung.”

“Khi dé co6 thay anh nha c6 biéu hién gi khac moi khi khong? Khac biét
rat nhé ciing duwgc.”

Ayane im lang suy nghi mét héi r6i lac dau.

“T6i chiu khong thé nghi duwoc gi.”

Ciing dung thoi, Kusanagi thong cam cho nguwoi phu nit. Riéng viéec
chong minh d6t ngot qua doi da la mot ci s6c, vay ma do con la céi chét co
nguyén nhan bat thwong nhu tring doc, dau 6c roi loan la dwong nhién.

“Nghi mot chit dwgc khong sép?” Kusanagi n6i. “Coé ay vwra di tw
Sapporo vé nén chac cling mét.”

“U, cau noi phai.”

“Khong, toi 6n ma.” Ayane ngo6i thang ddy. “Cé diéu, t6i muon di thay
quan ao c6 dwgc khong? Bo do nay mac tir dém qua.” Co dang mac bo vest
tuyén mot mau den.

“Tu dém qua?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Vang. T6i ct nghi su6t xem phai lam gi dé vé Tokyo. Vi vy méGi chuan
bi san trang phuc dé c6 thé 1én dwong bat i Iic nao.”

“Noi vay co nghia la c6 khong ngu luon a?”

“Vang a, dang nao thi t6i cling chang ngu dugc.”

“Nhw vay khong dugc dau.” Mamiya noi. “bung la ¢6 nén nghi ngoi mot
chut day.”

“Khong sao, xin ditng ban tam. T6i thay do xong sé quay lai ngay.”
Ayane ding day.

Sau khi chac chan c¢6 da roi khéi phong, Kusanagi hoi Mamiya.

“Pa biét chat doc 1a gi chwa?”
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Mamiya gat dau.

“Thach tin dugc tim thay trong phan ca phé con sot lai.”

“Thach tin? Th& dugc dung trong vu dau doc ca ri?”

“B0 phan giam dinh cho biét d6 la natri arsenite. Tt* nong do doc to
trong ca phé, c6 thé thady lwong chat doc Yoshitaka da uong vugt xa mic
gay chét nguoi ngay lap tirc. Chiéu nay chac sé c6 két qua giai phau chi tiét
nhuwng xét biéu hién tring doc thach tin thi hoan toan khép véi tinh trang
thi thé.”

Kusanagi thd dai gat dau. Kha nang chét ty nhién gan nhw bang khong.

“Yoshitaka chua tirng ty minh pha ca phé a... Vay thi ca phé do ai pha?”
Mamiya ty néi vdi chinh minh va tat nhién cting la néi dé cap duwéi nghe
thay.

“T6i nghi anh ta ciling tw pha ca phé day.” Giong néi bat ngd xen ngang
la caa Utsumi Kaoru.

“Sao cd c6 thé khang dinh nhw vay?” Mamiya hoi.

“Vi c6 nguoi xac nhan diéu do.” Utsumi Kaoru nhm Kusanagi roi ti€p
tuc. “La co Wakayama.”

“Co0 gai d6 da noi gi ay nhi?” Kusanagi luc loi tri nhé.

“Anh c6 nhé chuyén tdi hom qua toi héi c6 dy vé nhitng cai dia khong?
To6i hoi la Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 dung dia 16t khi uéng ca phé hay khong.
Co6 Wakayama no6i rang khi u6ng mot minh thi c6 1é khong dung.”

Kusanagi nh¢ lai doan hoi thoai ay.

“Nhac mdi nhé. Toi cling nghe thdy doan dy.” Mamiya gat gu. “Van dé
la tai sao hoc tro ctia nguwdi vo lai biét diéu ma chinh nguwdi vo con khong
biét nhi.”

“T6i cling muodn trao doi tredc vé chuyén do.”

Kusanagi ghé sat tai Mamiya va ké lai ndi dung tro chuyén gitta anh va
Utsumi Kaoru, suy luan rang Wakayama Hiromi va Mashiba Yoshitaka c6
18 c6 moi quan hé dac biét.

Mamiya nhin tir Kusanagi sang Utsumi Kaoru, cuoi an y.
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“Hai nguoi cling nghi thé a?”

“Sép cling vay?” Kusanagi nhin Mamiya, long cam thdy bat ngo.

“Pirng twdng toi gia dau thi chang biét gi. Triwc gidc mach bdo tir tdi qua
ddy.” Mamiya g6 ngén tay lén dau.

“Moi nguoi dang no6i chuyén gi thé a?” Kishitani héi xen vao.

“T6i sé cho cau biét sau.” Mamiya no6i r6i lai nhin sang nhém Kusanagi.
“Ping bong gié vé viéc ay trudc mat c6 vg. Tuyét doi khong.”

“T6i hiéu,” Kusanagi dap. Bén canh, Utsumi Kaoru ciing gat dau.

“Vay, chat doc do chi cé trong ca phé sét lai thoi a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Con mot cho nita.”

“Po la...”

“Giay loc xép thanh bo véi phéu pha ca phé. Chinh xac la trong bot ca
phé da pha con sét lai & gidy loc.”

“Nghia la chat doc duwoc tron vao bot ca phé lic pha a?” Kishitani néi.

“Thwong thi c6 thé nghi theo hwéng d6. Tuy nhién van cé thé nghi tGi
mot kha nang khac.” Mamiya ndi, ngon tay tro gio lén.

“Tron san vao ca phé tw trede.” Utsumi Kaoru noi.

Mamiya gat dau vé hai long.

“Chinh xac. Bot ca phé ¢ trong tu lanh. Bén giam dinh khong phat hién
chat doc trong d6 nhwng khong vi thé ma c6 thé khang dinh 1a khong cé su
chuan bi trudce. Cé thé chi tron vao phan trén cung, khi xtic ca phé bang thia
sé 14y ra hét.”

“Néu vay thi tron vao lic nao?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Khong biét. Bén giam dinh c6 thu hoi vai gidy loc da qua st dung lan
trong tui rac song khong tim thay chat doc. Nhung thé 1a dwong nhién. Néu
tim thdy thi c6 nghia la treéc d6é c6 nguwdi da uéng phai ca phé pha chat doc
r6i.”

“Trong bon c6 coc ca phé chua rira.” Utsumi Kaoru néi. “Thoi diém
ching dwoc str dung 1a mot chi tiét quan trong. Va nguoi da st dung ching
cling vay.”
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Mamiya liém mép.

“May diém do da ro roi. Ba cé két qua kiém tra ddu van tay. Mot nguoi
la Yoshitaka. Nguwoi con lai chinh la nhan vat ma cac cau dang nghi dén.”

Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru nhin nhau. Thé la diéu ma hai ngwoi suy
doan c6 vé da tim dugc bang ching.

“Sép, thyc ra thi Wakayama Hiromi dang trén duong dén day.” Kusanagi
ké lai véi Mamiya vé cudc dién thoai cia Ayane.

Mamiya nhan tran, 6ng gat dau.

“Ciling dung lic day. Héi Wakayama Hiromi xem ho udéng ca phé lic
nao. Bung dé co ta quanh co lap liém.”

“T6i hiéu,” Kusanagi dap.

Ho ngirng trao doi vi nghe thay tiéng bwdc chan tir cau thang xudng.

“Pa dé cac vi phai cho,” Ayane budc vao. Co mac chiéc 4o so mi mau
xanh nuwéc bién nhat va quan dai mau den. Sac mat c6 vé kha hon nhung
cling c6 thé do c6 vira trang diém lai.

“Cho phép t6i hoi c6 mét lan nita nhé.” Mamiya noi.

“Vang, ong noi di a.”

“Co6 ngoi xudng da. Chac c6 van mét lam.” Doi trudng chi chiéc ghé so6-
pha.

Ayane dat minh xuoéng ghé. Qua ctra kinh, c6 déi mat nhin khu vueon.

“Trong chung that t6i nghiép, chang con chit sttc song nao. T6i da nho
chong twdi nwdc gium nhwng anh dy khong hirng thu véi hoa cé.”

Kusanagi hwéng mat nhin theo. Nhitng bong hoa di mau sac dang xoe
canh trong cac chau cay va bon hoa.

“Xin 1061, t6i c6 thé twdi cay dugc khong? Mac ké ching nhw vay t6i bt
riet lam.”

Mamiya thoang vé ban khoan nhung ngay 1ap tic nét mat ong gian ra.

“Khong van dé gi. Chung t6i cling khong voi.”

“T6i xin phép,” Ayane n6i va ding 1én. Nhung khong hiéu sao o lai di
vao bép. Kusanagi ngd vuc nhin theo thi thdy c6 bat dau xa nuwdc tir voi vao

https://thuviensach.vn



x0.

“Puong ong nwdc khong dan ra vieon a?” Kusanagi cat tiéng héi tir sau
lung co.

Ayane mim cudi lac dau.

“Nuwdc nay dé twdi cho hoa ngoai ban cong. Vi tang hai khong c6 bon riva
mat.”

“Ra la thé.”

Kusanagi nhé lai ngay hom qua, lan dau tién dén ngo6i nha nay, Utsumi
Kaoru da ditng & dudi nhin mai 1én ban cong tang hai.

X0 nuwdc day cé vé kha nang. Kusanagi chia tay ra dé nghi xach giup.

“Khong sao dau a.”

“Pirng ban tam. Xach lén tang hai phai khong?”

“Céam on anh,” Ayane khé khang dap lai.

Can phong cta hai vg chong bai tri kiéu Tay phwong, rong khodng 20
chiéu. Birc twong dugc trang tri bang mot tdm tham ghép manh rét 16n,
phoi mau rat twoi tan, Kusanagi 1ap tiec bi thu hut.

“Tranh nay la do co lam?”

“Vang, tac pham nay cling duwgc mét thoi gian r6i.”

“Gidi qua. Toi von nghi nhitng mén nay chi la théu thua don gian théi.
Khoéng ngo lai day tinh nghé thuat nhw thé nay...”

“Khong t6i mirc nghé thuat dau a. Khau ghép vai chi danh cho cac mén
do thwong dung. Quan trong nhat la hitu dung cho cudc séng. Tuy thé, anh
c6 thay sé t6t hon nita néu c6 thé vui vé ngam nhin ching khong?”

“Co chtr. Lam ra dugc san pham thé nay qua la tuyét voi ddy. Nhung ma
ton cong lam ding khong?”

“Maét nhiéu thoi gian nén thuong doi héi tinh kién nhan. Nhung khoang
thoi gian lam ra ching ciing thu vi lam. Néu khong lam mot cach vui vé thi
sé khong thé c6 nhitng san pham t6t.”

Kusanagi gat dau r6i lai ngam tdm tham. Thoat nhin, mau sac cta né c6
vé dugc sap xép tuy tién nhung khi hinh dung Ayane da vui vé lam ra n6 thi
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chi ngam nhin thoi anh cling thay thw gian.

Ban cong dugc xay kha rong, twong xirng vGi can phong. Tuy nhién, do
hang loat cac chau hoa xép thanh day nén tao cam giac chi du choé cho mat
nguoi di chuyén.

Ayane nhat 1dy mot cai lon rong dat & goc ban cong.

“Anh thay né thd vi khong?” C6 ndi va chia cho Kusanagi xem.

O day céi lon c6 duc vai 16 nhé. C6 dung né dé miic nudc trong xo6. Tat
nhién nuwdc sé roi xuéng qua nhitng 16 nho. Nuwdc bat dau ré xudng cac
chau hoa.

“A ha, thay cho binh tw6i.”

“Pung vay. Dung binh twdi thi khé 1dy nwéc trong x0 hon ma. Vi thé to6i
m&i khoan 16 dwéi day lon.”

“Good idea.”

“Pung khong? Nhung néu la chong t6i, anh ay sé phan nan khong hiéu
toi trong hoa & ban cong lam gi néu mat cong dén thé.” Bat chgt khuon mat
Ayane khyng lai, c6 ng6i thup xuéng. Nudc trong lon rong van tiép tuc
chay.

“C0 Mashiba.” Kusanagi cat tiéng goi.

“Xin 106i, du thé nao t6i cling chwa thé tin dwgc la anh ay khong con trén
c0i doi nay nira...”

“Ep minh tin ngay méi 1a diéu khong thé.”

“Chac anh cling biét r6i, ching toi két hon con chwa dwgc mot nam. Mai
md&i quen v6i cudc song mdi, toi vira kip nam rd s@ thich an udng cua
chong minh. T6i c nghi S€ con rat nhiéu niém vui...”

Nhin Ayane dat mot ban tay 1én mat, dau rii xudng, Kusanagi khong biét
nén noi gi. Nhitng déa hoa nhu vay lay co, vé ruc rd ctia ching lic nay
trong cfling that u buodn.

T6i xin 16i, co khe khé ndi.

“Ctr thé nay thi t6i chang gitp dugc gi cho cong an. Biét 1a phai manh
mé len, vay ma...”
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“Hay dé ching t6i chuyén viéc tham van sang hém khac nhé?” Kusanagi
bat gidc néi. Mamiya ma nghe thay chac han lai nhan mat.

“Khong sao dau. Bai vi chinh toi cling mong sém biét duwgc chan twéng
si viéc. Nhung, nghi thé nao thi t6i cling khéng hiéu dwgc. Vi sao anh ay,
chat doc...”

Ayane no6i dén day thi chuéng ctra reo vang. C6 c6 vé bat ngo va dirng
day. Tw trén ban cong c6 cham chi nhin xudng.

“Hiromi o0i!” Ayane goi vong xudng, khé gio tay lén.

“Co6 Wakayama a?”

“U,” Ayane dap roi quay vao.

Co roi khdi can phong nén Kusanagi buéc theo. Ho vira xudng dén chan
cau thang thi thdy Utsumi Kaoru ditng & hanh lang. Chac c6 nghe thay
tiéng chuéng. Wakayama Hiromi dén, anh néi nho da dé co6 nghe thay.

Ayane m@ canh ctra ngi sanh nha. Wakayama Hiromi da ding trudc cira.

“Hiromi a,” giong Ayane nghe nhu sap khoc.

“Co giao, c6 6n khong a?”

“Co on. Cam on em da dén.”

Vira dit cau néi, Ayane da 6m ldy Wakayama Hiromi. C6 bat dau oa 1én
khoc nhu dira tré.
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5

Ngirng 6m Wakayama Hiromi, Mashiba Ayane dwa ngon tay lén gat nuGc
mat, khé noi, Em rat tiéc.

“C0O da co6 gang kim nén nhwng vira nhin thdy Hiromi thi dot nhién
khong ngan dwgc cam xic. Nhung c6 binh tinh lai roi. Thuc sy khong sao
dau.”

Nhin Ayane c6 gang ndn ra nu cwoi, Kusanagi cam thdy kho s@. Anh
muon nhanh chong dé c6 duge & mot minh.

“Co giado, em co6 thé lam dugc gi khong a?” Wakayama Hiromi nhin
Ayane va khiém nhuong hoi.

Ayane lac dau.

“Em dén vGi c6 la t6t r6i. Vi lai, gio cod cling khong suy nghi duoc gi.
Em vao nha di da. C6 muon nghe em ké chi tiét moi chuyén.”

“Khong, t'm, c6 Mashiba nay,” Kusanagi nhin hai nguwoi phu ni¥ va voi
vang noi. “Thue ra thi chiing t6i cling mu6n héi chuyén c6 Wakayama. To6i
hém qua 16n x6n qua nén ching t6i khong thé tir ton trao doi.”

Anh mdt Wakayama Hiromi dao déng vé béi réi. Chdng 1é cé ta nghi 20
phtt trinh bay vé thoi diém phadt hién thi thé la du va khong can phdi néi gi
thém nira?

“T4t nhién la cong an cac anh ngbi nghe luén ciing duwgc.” Ayane hoan
toan khong nhan ra y do cua Kusanagi.

“Khong, y t6i la, ching t6i mudn trao doi riéng vGi c6 Wakayama trude.”

Nghe Kusanagi néi vay, Ayane chdp mat vé khong bang long.

“Sao thé a? Toi cling mudn nghe Hiromi néi. Bai vi do la 1y do ma c6 ay
dén day.”

“Phu nhan. C6 Mashiba.” Khong rd6 Mamiya da ¢ do ti bao gio va noi
xen vao. “Vo6 cung xin 16i, nhirng céng viéc ctia cong an ching t6i cling c6
nguyén tac nhat dinh, c6 cé thé dé nhéom Kusanagi lam viéc tredc dugc
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khong? Trong mat co thi dé la viéc lam hinh thitc nhung néu khong tuan
tht hinh thitc do thi c6 thé sé phat sinh rac roi vé sau.”

Trudc cach néi khach sao thai qua nay, Ayane c6 vé khong thodi mai.
Nhung c6 gat dau.

“T6i hiéu ro6i. Vay toi nén doi & dau?”

“CO ci ¢ day. Toi cling c6 viéc muén hoi ¢6.” Mamiya néi réi dwa mat
nhin Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru. “Dva ¢c6 Wakayama ra cho nao c6 thé
binh tinh noi chuyén nhé.”

“Vang,” Kusanagi dap.

“T6i di 1ay xe.” Utsumi Kaoru m@ ctra treéc sanh nha va buéc ra ngoai.

Khoang 20 phut sau, nhém Kusanagi da ngo6i trong goc mot nha hang gia
dinh. Utsiimi Kaoru ng6i canh anh, doi dién hai ngwoi la Wakayama
Hiromi dang cii xudng, vé mat cang thang.

“T6i hém qua c6 ngu dwgc khong?” Kusanagi nhdp mét ngum ca phé va
héi.

“Ciling khong...”

“Viéc phat hién thi thé ding la ct s6c 16n phai khéng?”

Wakayama Hiromi khong tra 16i. C6 van can moi nhin xuéng.

Theo Utsumi Kaoru thi c6 vé co gai da khoc sau khi vé nha t6i h6m qua.
Tuy la quan hé bat chinh nhung viéc chitng kién cai chét cia nguwdi minh
yéu chac khong phai mot ci soc binh thwong.

“T6i mudn héi mot s6 cau ma hom qua khong trao doi dwgc, co san sang
chi?”

Wakayama Hiromi hit sau mot hoi.

“T6i khong biét gi ca... Chac khong phai cau hoéi nao t6i ciing tra 1oi
dwoc dau.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do dau. Khong cé cau hdi nao khé dén thé. D6 1a, néu
c0 co y dinh tra 10i thanh thue.”
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Wakayama Hiromi liéc nhin Kusanagi. Tuy gwdm mat nhin anh nhung
doi mat co van anh 1én vé lvong thién.

“T6i khong néi d6i.”

“Thé la da roi. Vay toi hoi, c6 phat hién thi thé cia anh Mashiba
Yoshitaka vao khodng 8 gio t6i hom qua, con lan trwéc d6 c6 dén nha
Mashiba la vao bita tiéc tai gia t6 chitc hom thit Sau, chuyén d6 khong cé
gi sai chu?”

“Khong sai.”

“Co0 chac khéng? Nhiéu nguoi vi qua soc ma tam ly hodng loan va ky tc
tré nén 1on xon. Co6 binh tinh nghi lan nita di. Ké ti Iic chao ra vé hom thi
Sau cho dén t6i hdm qua, c6 thyc sy khong dén biét thy nha Mashiba lan
nao a?” Kusanagi héi, mat van cham chi nhin hang 16ng mi dai cta
Wakayama Hiromi. Anh nhan giong khi néi chir “thyc sy”.

Sau mot hoi im lang, c6 map may déi moi.

“Sao lai hdi t6i viéc d6? To6i da noéi la khong sai ma sao anh van hoi dai
dang thé?”

Miéng Kusanagi gian ra.

“Phia dang héi la toi day.”

“Nhung...”

“Hay nghi don gian la toi chi xac nhan thoéi. Nhung, nhu c6 vira mdéi noi,
chi c6 vay thoi ma da la dai dang hoi thi t6i cling muén c6 than trong tra
16i. Néu noi ra diéu khong hay lam roi sau dé c6 lai thay doi thi cling kho
cho chting t6i 1am.”

Wakayama Hiromi tiép tuc im lang. Kusanagi cam thay co ta dang tham
tinh todn nhiéu diéu. Chac chan la dang can nhac vé kha nang bai 16 chuyén
noéi doi canh sat va thu nhan moi chuyén & day cé phai la thwgng sach hay
khong.

Nhung duong nhw chiéc can trong long van khéng ngiing dao dong nén
c6 ta tiép tuc im lang. Kusanagi da thay sot rudt.
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“T6i hom qua, khi dén hién treong, ching toi thdy c6 mot coc ca phé va
hai chiéc dia nam trong bon rita. Khi dugc héi cé biét gi vé ching khong
thi c6 dap la khong. Tuy nhién, ching t6i da xac nhan dwgc diu van tay cta
c0 0 d6. Co da cham vao bo coc chén do6 khi nao?”

Do6i vai Wakayama Hiromi ha xuéng cung tiéng thd dai.

“Co gap anh Mashiba vao thit Bay ding khong? Tat nhién la mot
Mashiba con séng.”

Co gai dat tay lén tran, cui tréd ti vao ban. C6 thé c6 dang nghi cach
quanh co nhung Kusanagi tu tin sé khong dé c6 lang tranh.

Tha canh tay dang dat trén tran xudng, van khong ngwdc 1én, co gat dau.

“Pung nhw 10i anh noi. T6i xin 16i.”

“Co da gap anh Mashiba phai khong?”

“Vang,” co dap sau mot chut ngap ngung.

“Khi nao?”

Co gai lai khong dinh tra 10i cau hoi nay ngay 1ap tic. Kusanagi da thay
buc boi trude sy bwong binh do.

“Bat budc phai trd 10i a?” Wakayama Hiromi ngang mat 1én, nhin
Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru. “Bai vi d6 la viéc hoan toan khong lién quan
ma? Nhu vay khong phai la xam pham doi tw a?”

Khuon mat nhw sap khoc nhung anh mat c6 that sy tire gian. Khau khi
cling sac sdo.

Kusanagi nhé dén nhitng 10i trudc day duwgce nghe tr mot dan anh trong
nganh. D6 14, du trong cé yéu dudi dén dau thi mot phu nit dang ngoai tinh
sé ludn cing ran.

Tuy thé, khong thé mat thi gio & day dugc. Kusanagi dwa ra quan bai tiép
theo.

“Pa lam ro dugc nguyén nhan cai chét cia anh Mashiba: Tring doc.”

Wakayama Hiromi 10 vé dao dong.

“Doc...”

“Chéat doc dugce tim thay trong ca phé con sot lai ¢ hién truong.”
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CO6 ma@ to mat. “Tai sao... sao co thé...”

Kusanagi hoi reén nguwoi 1€n, nhin thang vao khuon mat c6 gai.

“Tai sao? Sao c6 thé? Y co 1a?”

“Bai vi...”

“Vi khi c6 udng truede dé thi khong co6 gi bat thwong phai khong?”

Co6 chdp mat, du hoi lwdng Iy nhung van gat dau.

“C6 Wakayama. Van dé chinh la & ché d6. Néu anh Mashiba ti bo thudc
doc vao, va néu c6 dau vét chitng minh diéu do thi ching t6i hau nhw
khong con gi phdi ban khoan. Khi dy day chi la mét vu tu sat hodc tai nan.
Nhung, & thoi diém hién tai, kha nang do6 la vo cung thap. Pay la tinh
huéng chi c6 thé xét t6i kha nang c6 ngudi, v6i y do nao do, da cha dong
bod dbc vao ca phé cta anh Mashiba. Hon nita chat doc con dwoc tim thay
trong gidy loc ca phé da qua st dung. Bay gio, gia thiét hgp ly nhat 1a chat
doc da dwoc tron lan vao bot ca phé.”

Wakayama Hiromi 16 rd vé hoang mang, lién tuc lac dau.

“T6i khong biét gi hét.”

“Vay thi, it nhat hay trd 16i cau hoi cia ching t6i. Viéc c6 uéng ca phé &
biét thy nha Mashiba la manh m6i v cing quan trong. Pham ti... khong,
chwa thé khang dinh dé la pham t0i, nhwng 16i khai ctia ¢0 1a yéu t6 quan
trong dé suy doan dung thoi gian ma ai d6 da tron chat doc vao ca phé.”

“Pugc chi?” Kusanagi hoi don va cwong quyét ditng day nhin xudng co.
Anh dinh sé im lang cho dén khi d6i phwong néi ra diéu gi do.

Wakayama Hiromi dwa hai tay 1én che miéng. Piém nhin di chuyén bat
dinh trén mat ban. Roi c6 bat 1én tirng tiéng rd rang.

“Khong phai t6i.”

“Sao?”

“Khong phai la toi,” c6 lac dau, anh mat khan cau. “T6i khong cho chat
doc vao. Do la sy that. Xin hay tin t6i.”

Kusanagi bat giac quay sang nhin Utsumi Kaoru.
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Qua that Wakayama Hiromi la mét trong nhitng doi twgng tinh nghi.
Tham chi c6 thé néi la nguwdi dang nghi nhat. Cé co hdi dé dau doc. Néu cé
moi quan hé bat chinh v4i Mashiba Yoshitaka thi hoan toan c6 thé nghi t6i
viéc phat sinh dong co vi cdi goi la rac réi tinh cdm. Va hoan toan c6 thé ty
minh giét ngwdi roi dong vai nguwdi phat hién dé danh Itra.

Tuy nhién, ¢ giai doan hién tai thi Kusanagi tuyét doi loai trtv dinh kién
dé khi tiép can vdi c6 gai. Chac chan anh khéng néi mot 10i nao thé hién sy
nghi ngd doi v6i c6. Anh chi héi c6 da uéng ca phé v4i Mashiba Yoshitaka
vao lic nao. Tuy vay, 10i c6 vira néi thé hién diéu gi? Co6 thé chinh vi ban
than la ké pham t0i nén nhin thau suy nghi ctia canh sat, cting c6 thé do chi
la hanh vi ty phat.

“Toi hoi vay khong co6 nghia la nghi ngo c6,” anh cuoi. “Nhu toi da néi,
gio chung t6i chi mudn lam r6 thoi diém xdy ra hanh vi pham t6i. Néu co
da gap anh Mashiba va uéng ca phé thi do la ltic nao va ai da pha ca phé,
pha nhu thé nao? C6 c6 thé néi dugc chi?”

Wakayama Hiromi 16 vé kho sé trén khuon mat trang nhot. Liéu c6 don
gian la co chi dang phan van khong biét c6 nén thi nhan chuyén ngoai tinh
hay khong, Kusanagi chwa thé doan chac.

“Co Wakayama.” Utsumi Kaoru bat ngo 1én tiéng.

Wakayama Hiromi ngac nhién ngudc lén.

“Chung t6i ¢6 hinh dung nhat dinh vé moi quan hé giita c6 véi Mashiba
Yoshitaka.” Utsumi Kaoru tiép tuc. “Du ¢d c¢6 pha nhan di chang nita thi
chiing t6i van phai xac minh lai diém do6. Va khi cong an da dé y tdi thi hau
hét cau chuyén sé dugc sang td. Hon nita trong qua trinh tim hiéu, sé c6 rat
nhiéu nguoi dén hoi vé sy tinh. Bay gio, ¢ day, néu c6 thanh that noéi ra thi
phia ching t6i c6 thé sé xtr ly duwge. Va ching toi sé can nhac néu co kién
quyét dé nghi khong tiét 16 cho ngwoi khac biét.”

Sau khi kién nhan giai thich can bo diéu tra sé tién hanh nhitng tha tuc
gi, Utsumi Kaoru md&i nhin sang Kusanagi va hoi cti dau xuong. Chac co
c6 y xin 16i vi da tuy tién xen ngang.
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Tuy nhién, 16i khuyén d6 dwong nhuw cé tdc dong dén tdm ly cua
Wakayama Hiromi. C6 thé 16i ndi cia ngudi cung gidi tinh cling c6 trong
lwgng hon. Co cidi dau thap hon roi lai ngang mat lén, ti t* chép mat roi
thé hat ra.

“Thuc sy cac vi ¢ thé gilt bi mat cho t6i chit?”

“Néu la viéc khong lién quan dén vu an thi ching t6i sé khong tuy tién
néi ra. Hay tin ching t6i.” Kusanagi cling tuyén bo.

Wakayama Hiromi gat dau.

“Pung nhu c6 nobi, tdéi va anh Mashiba c6 m6i quan hé dac biét. Cudbi
tuan nay dang la toi khong chi dén nha anh ay vao t6i hom qua.”

“Truwdce doé la khi nao?”

“T6i ngay thi Bdy. T6i nghi la 9 gio t6i.”

C6 vé Mashiba Ayane vtra ra khoi nha la cdp tinh nhan da tranh thu hen
ho.

“Hai nguwoi hen truedc réi a?”

“Khong. Sau khi 16p hoc khau ghép vai két thic thi anh Mashiba goi
dién cho t6i. Anh ay bdo t6i dén nha.”

“V1i thé c6 da tGi do. Sau do thi sao?”

Sau mot thoang phan van, Wakayama Hiromi nhin thang vao Kusanagi
nhw da quyét tam.

“Toi ¢ lai dem hom do. Toi roi khoi nha anh Mashiba vao sang hom
sau.”

Ngb6i bén canh Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru bat dau ghi chép. Nhin sang
khuon mat c6 anh khong thé nam bat dwgc bat ¢t biéu cam gi. Nhwng chac
chan c6 dang c6 nhitng cdm nhan ctia riéeng minh. Kusanagi dy dinh sé hoi
O sau.

“Hai ngwoi uéng ca phé vao lic nao?”

“Sang hém qua. Téi 1a nguoi pha. A, nhung t6i hom trwdc chiing toi
cling uéng.”

“T6i thi Bay cling uéng? Vay la uong hai lan a?”
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“Pung vay.”

“Lan dé ciling la co pha?”

“Khong. T6i th Bay thi khi t6i dén noi, anh Mashiba da pha xong roi.
Anh ay pha san luén phan cua t6i.” Wakayama Hiromi tiép tuc cui dau.
“P¢ la lan dau tién t6i nhin thdy anh dy pha ca phé. Anh ay ciing ndi lau roi
mai ty lam viéc nay.”

“Khi d6 hai nguoi khong dung dén dia nhi.” Utsumi Kaoru ngang mat
1én héi.

“Pung vay,” Wakayama Hiromi dap.

“Vay la sang hom sau c6 pha ca phé?” Kusanagi xac nhan thém mot lan
nira.

“Ca phé anh Mashiba pha hoi dang nén anh ay néi mudn t6i pha lan tiép
theo. Sdng hom qua, anh dy da ditng bén canh cham chi nhin su6t khodng
thoi gian t6i pha ca phé.” Anh mét c6 chuyén sang Utsumi Kaoru. “Lic d6
thi ching t6i dung dia. D6 chinh la nhitng céi dia bé trong bon rtra.”

Kusanagi gat dau. Bén day khong c6 chi tiét nao mau thuan.

“T6i hoi lai cho chac chan, ca phé st dung vao tdi thit Bay va sang Cha
nhat la loai van dung & nha Mashiba phai khong?”

“Chéc chan la thé. T6i chi dung b6t ca phé c6 san trong ta lanh thoi. Con
vé ca phé anh Mashiba dung dé pha t6i thit Bay thi t6i khong rd. Nhung t6i
nghi van la loai d6.”

“Co tirng pha ca phé & nha anh Mashiba roi a?”

“Thinh thoang toi pha khi c6 giao nho. Cach pha ca phé toi cling hoc tw
c0. Sang hom qua cling vay.”

“Co thay c6 gi khac thwong khi pha ca phé khong? Vi tri dé dung cu hay
nhan ca phé loai khac chang han.”

Wakayama Hiromi khé nheo mat roi lac dau.

“Khong. Toi nghi tat ca moi thit déu nhw binh thwong.” Néi doan, c6 ma&
to mat va nghiéng dau thac mac, “Véi lai, lic d6 chang phai la khong lién
quan a?”
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“Y cb 1 sao?”

“Badi vi,” ¢6 thu cam lai, mat van hwéng 1én, “lic d6 thudc doc chwra bi
bd vao. Néu c6 ai d6 bo thudc doc vao thi phai la sau d6 dung khong?”

“Pung vay, co kha nang la tht pham da st dung manh khée nao do.”

“Méanh khoe...” C6 géi c6 vé khong dong tinh va nhac lai. “T6i khong
thay gi khac thuwong ca.”

“Udng ca phé xong thi sao?”

“Toi roi khoi do ngay. Chu nhat toi day khau ghép vai tai mot truong van
hoa & Tkebukuro.”

“L&p hoc bat dau va két thic lic may gio?”

“Budi sang tir 9 gio dén 12 gid, budi chiéu tir 3 gio dén 6 gio.”

“Co ¢ dau gitra hai bubi hoc?”

“T6i don dep sau gio hoc, an trwra roi chuan bi cho 16p budi chiéu.”

“C0 an trua 6 ngoai a?”

“Vang. Hom qua thi t6i an & mot tiém mi nam trén phd an uéng cta khu
bach hoéa,” c6 nhiu may. “T6i nghi minh ra ngoai trong khoang mot tiéng.
Chac chan khéng thé dén nha anh Mashiba r6i lai quay lai dau.”

Puoc roi, dugc roi, Kusanagi cudi kho s& va néi 16i tran an.

“Chung t6i c6 dang diéu tra chitng ¢t ngoai pham dau, c6 dirng lo lang.
Theo 161 ké ngay hom qua thi c6 da goi dién cho anh Mashiba sau khi 16p
hoc két thiic, c6 cé dinh chinh gi vé viéc nay khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi tranh 4nh mat cia Kusanagi, vé mat khong thoai mai.

“Viéc toi goi diéen la sy that. Nhung 1y do goi dién thi hoi khac v6i nhitng
gl toi da noi.”

“HO6m qua c0 gidi thich ly do goi dién la vi lo lang khong biét anh ta c6
gi bat tién khi vo vang nha hay khong.”

“Sw that 1a, Iuc t6i roi khoi nha vao budi sang, anh Mashiba béo t6i hay
goi dien cho anh khi day hoc xong.”

Do6i mat Wakayama Hiromi hwéng xuong, Kusanagi vira nhin c6 vira gat
dau.
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“Anh dy ru c6 di an t6i & nha hang phai khong?”

“Cé vé nhu vay.”

“Hoan toan hgp ly. Toi da ban khoan sudt, du la c6 gido ma minh vo
cung ton kinh thi cling cé can ban long dén thé hay khong. Hon nita, chi vi
do6i phvong khong nghe dién thoai ma dén tan nha.”

Wakayama Hiromi nhidn vai, khong buén phan doi.

“T6i cling biét n6i vay chac sé bi nghi ngd. Nhung t6i khong nghi ra 10i
giai thich nao khac...”

“Vi anh Mashiba khong nghe mday nén c6 thay lo lang va dén nha ho.
Phan 161 khai nay thi sao? Cé can chinh stta gi khéng?”

“Khong. Sau dé thi ding nhw nhitng gi hom qua t6i da néi. Xin 16i vi da
néi doi.” Pau c6 rii xuong, doi vai buéng thong.

Bén canh Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru van dang ghi chép. Anh liéc nhanh
sang do roi lai quan sat dang vé cia Wakayama Hiromi.

Pén gio thi khéng c6 diém nao dang ngo trong 10i khai. Tham chi hau
hét nhitng nghi van t6i hom qua da dugc giai quyét. Nhung chi nhw vay thi
chwa du co s dé hoan toan tin twéng Wakayama Hiromi.

“Nhu toi da noi, chung toi cang lic cang nghi ngo vu nay la an mang.
Toi qua t0i cling da héi, trong trrong hgp do thi c6 c6 nghi ra bat ci¥ manh
moi nao khong. Cau tréd 16i ciia c6 la khong. Co con néi ban than khong biét
gi vé anh Mashiba ngoai viéc do6 la chong cua c6 gido. Nhung gio c6 da
thtra nhan moi quan hé dac biét v6i anh Mashiba, vay c6 cé diéu gi c6 thé
noi v@i chung toi khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi c6 vé boi r6i, déi 1ong may cup xudng.

“T6i khong biét. Toi khong thé tin 1a anh ay lai bi ai dé giét hai.”

Kusanagi nhan ra treée do co luon goi “anh Mashiba” nhung gio da
chuyén thanh “anh ay”.

“C0 hay nh¢ lai nhitng lan n6i chuyén gan day véi anh Mashiba. Néu
day la mot vu 4n mang thi r6 rang la dugc 1én ké hoach. Tém lai 1a sé c6
dong co cu thé. Thong thwong trong cac trwong hgp nhw vay, ban than
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ngwoi bi hai cling y thic rat 1o vé diéu do. Du c6 y dinh che gidu thi nhiéu
khi van 1& miéng noi ra.”

Wakayama Hiromi dn hai tay vao thai duong, lac dau.

“T6i khong biét. Cong viéc c6 vé thuan lgi, chang cé noi lo lang dac biét
nao va anh ay khong bao gio néi xau ai.”

“Co0 c6 gang nghi thém duwgc khong?”

Ngay lap tic, c6 nhin thang vao Kusanagi nhw mu6n phan do6i, anh mat
day u buon.

“T6i da nghi rat nhiéu. Su6t cad dém, toi da vira khéc vira nghi xem tai
sao lai xdy ra chuyén thé nay. Anh ay da ty sat a? Hay la bi ai giét? Toi
nghi rat rat nhiéu. Nhung t6i khong biét. Toi da nghi di nghi lai khong biét
bao nhiéu lan vé nhitng gi ching t6i ti'ng néi. Nhung qua thyc la t6i khong
biét. Anh canh sat, tai sao anh ay lai bi giét, t6i la ngwdi muén biét nhat.”

Kusanagi nhan thay doi mat c6 dang do ngau 1én. Vanh mat thoang chéc
cling chuyén sang mau hong.

Tuy la ngogi tinh nhung co6 ta thdt long yéu Mashiba Yoshitaka,
Kusanagi nghi. Mat khac anh ciing canh giac, néu day la dién tro thi qua la
ghe gom.

“M0di quan hé dac biét vGi anh Mashiba Yoshitaka bat dau tiw khoang thoi
gian nao?”

Wakayama Hiromi mé& to doi mat dé hoe truedc cau hoi caa anh.

“Viéc do, toi nghi la khong lién quan gi dén vu an.”

“C¢ liéen quan hay khong, phia nhan dinh khong phai c6 ma la ching toi.
Nhu ching t6i da néi khi ndy, chung t6i sé khong cho ngwdi ngoai cudc
biét, néu thdy do la viéc khong lién quan thi vé sau ching t6i tuyét doi
khong dat nhitng cau hoi dang nay nita.”

C0 mim chat d6i moi, hit mot hoi that sdu. Pwva tay ra vdi 1y coc tra,
nhap mot ngum héng tra co 1é da ngudi ngat.

“Tw khoang ba thang trudce.”
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“Ra vay,” Kusanagi gat dau. Anh mu6n hoéi chuyén gi dan t6i m6i quan
hé dy nhung lai thoi. “Cé ai biét vé quan hé gitra hai ngwoi khong?”

“Khong, chac chan 1a khong.”

“Nhuwng nhitng lic hai nguoi di an riéng v6i nhau chang han, phai cé
chit? Hoan toan c6 kha nang bi ai d6 nhin thay.”

“Chuing t6i kha can than vé chuyén do. Khong bao gid ching t6i dung
btta & cuing mot nha hang hon mét lan. Hon nita, anh ay ciing hay an uéng
v&i ngudi quen la phu nit hodc véi cac c6 tiép vién nha hang nén du cé bat
gdp ngoi cung toi thi cling khong phai chuyén gi dac biét.”

Mashiba Yoshitaka co6 vé la mét tay dn choi. Biét ddu anh ta lai co tinh
nhdn khdc nita ngoai Wakayama Hiromi. Néu vdy thi ngay cd cé gdi truéc
mdt ciing c6 thé ndy sinh dong co ha sdt Mashiba Yoshitaka. Kusanagi
tham ngh.

Utsumi Kaoru ngirng ghi chép, ngang 1én hoi.

“Hai nguwdi c6 dén khach san tinh yéu khi bi mat gap nhau khong?”

Kusanagi bat giac nhin cham cham nit dong nghiép, ngit diéu trong cau
héi ctia c6 sdac mui diéu tra. Anh cling muon héi cau twong tw nhuwng khong
dinh dung 16i noi tryc tiép dén vay.

“Chuyén do cling can thiét cho viéc diéu tra a?” Giong c6 gai hoi danh
lai.

Nhung Utsumi Kaoru khéng hé thay déi thai do.

“Tat nhién la can thiét. D€ giadi quyét vu an, chung t6i phai tim hiéu moi
sinh hoat cia anh Mashiba Yoshitaka. Phai lam ro trong kha nang cé thé
xem anh ta da lam gi, & dau. Cit tiép tuc thé nay thi ré rang sé phat sinh
nhitng khodng trong trong hanh déng cta anh Mashiba. T6i sé khong héi
sau veé viéc anh ta da lam gi v&i c6 nhung it nhat c6 phai cho chiing toi biét
hai nguoi da di nhitng dau.”

Cuwr héi xem ho dd lam gi thi sao nao? Kusanagi muon néi xen vao nhung
co kiém ché.

Wakayama Hiromi nhéch moi dap vé buc boi.
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“Chung to6i hay dén nhitng khach san thong thwong.”

“Khach san c6 phai la c6 dinh trong nhitng lan dé khong?”

“Co6 ba khach san chiing t6i thwong lui t6i. Nhung toi nghi khong thé xac
nhan dugc. Vi anh dy luon dung tén gia.”

“Pé phong khi can, co noi tén nhitng khach san dé di.” Utsumi Kaoru da
san sang ghi chép.

Vé nhuw da budng xu6i, Wakayama Hiromi doc tén ba khach san. Tat ca
déu la khach san hang sang & ndi thanh, hon nita con la nhitng noi c6 quy
mo 16n. Du khach c6 dén thuong xuyén thi kha ndng nhan vién cé thé nhg
mat la kha thap.

“Nhitng ngay gdp nhau c6 dugc quy dinh trwdc khong?” Utsumi Kaoru
héi tiép.

“Khong, ching toi trao doi qua mail dé xac nhan nhitng hém thuan tién.”

“Tan suat thi sao?”

Wakayama Hiromi nghiéng dau.

“MOot tuan mot lan, toi nghi vay.”

Ghi chép xong, Utsumi Kaoru nhin sang Kusanagi va khé gat dau.

“Cam on co6. Hom nay dén day la du r6i.” Anh néi.

“T6i nghi minh ciing khéng thé néi gi hon dwgc nita.”

Wakayama Hiromi dap vé khé chiu. Kusanagi mim cuwdi vGi c6 va cam
lay héa don.

Trén dwong roi khoi nha hang gia dinh di vé bai do xe, Wayakama Hiromi
bat ngo dirng lai.

“T6i...”

“Sao thée?”

“T6i co thé vé dugc khong?”

Kusanagi quay lai nhin co, trong long ngo vuc.

“Co khong dén nha Mashiba nita thi c6 6n khong? Co dugc goi dén ma?”
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“Nhung gio toi mét qua va tam trang ciing khong t6t. Cac anh cong an c6
thé bao lai vGi co gido gitp t6i duwgc khong?”

“Cling dugc thoi.”

Viéc tham van da xong, doi véi nhom Kusanagi thi khong thanh van de.

“Vay chung t6i dwa c6 vé nhé?” Utsumi Kaoru noi.

“Khong sao dau. Toi sé goi taxi. Cam on c06.”

Wakayama Hiromi quay lung buéc di. Vira ding Iic c6 mot chiéc taxi
con trong ghé dén, c6 vay xe va buwdc vao. Kusanagi nhin theo dén khi
chiéc xe di khuat.

“Chac c6 ta nghi ching ta sé no6i véi phu nhan Mashiba vé chuyén dan
diu.”

“T6i khong chac, nhung sau khi ké cho chiing ta nghe thi han la khong
muon ching ta thady minh tiép xic vGi phu nhan nhw thé khong cé chuyén
gl xay ra, dung khong?”

“Ciling dung, c6 thé 1a nhu vay.”

“Nhung, phia kia thi sao nhi?”

“Phia kia?”

“Phu nhan Mashiba ay. C6 that 1a khong nhan ra chuyén ngoai tinh cia
chong?”

“Chuyeén do thi khong nhan ra dau.”

“Sao anh nghi vay?”

“Ctt nhin thai do khi ndy la biét. Nguwoi ta chang 6m 1dy Wakayama
Hiromi ma khéc ddy th6i?”

“Thé a,” Utsumi Kaoru nhin xudng.

“Sao nao? Cé gi muodn néi thi noi di chir.”

Co ngang dau 1én, nhin thang vao Kusanagi.

“Khi nhin canh ay, t6i bat gidc nghi. C6 khi nao nguwdi nay muén cho
nguwoi khac thay canh minh khéc 16c vat va. Trudc mat nguwdi khac, vat va
khoc véi mot ké ding ra khong thé khoc vai ho.”

“Y cb 1a...?”
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“Xin 16i. T6i da noi linh tinh r6i. T6i di lay xe nhé.” Kusanagi nhin bong
Utsumi Kaoru chay di, long van chuwa hét ngac nhién.
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6

O biét thy Mashiba, Mamiya cho hay viéc diéu tra thong tin titr Ayane ciing
da hoan tat. Kusanagi thng bao cho Ayane la Wakayama Hiromi da vé nha
do khong dugc khoe.

“Vay a. bung la con bé cling chiu ct soc 16n.” Ayane bung coc tra bang
hai tay, anh mat xa xam. Vé dau bu6én van nhw lic treée. Nhung dang ngoi
thang lung trén ghé s6-pha lai toat 1én vé citng coéi, khién ngudi ta cam thay
sy’ manh mé bén trong.

Co tiéng chuong dién thoai di dong. Chudng phat ra tir tii xach bén canh
Ayane. C6 lay dién thoai ra va nhin Mamiya t6 y xin phép.

Mamiya gat dau dong y.

Ayane xac nhan tén ngudi goi dén trén man hinh r6i méi nghe may.

“Vang... Vang, con khong sao dau... Bay gio cong an dang & day...
Viéc dé thi con hoan toan khong biét. Chi biét anh ay dwgc phat hién &
phong khach... Vang, con sé bdo ngay khi biét... Vang, me cling nhan bo
ding lo lang nhé... Vang, con chao me.” Ayane ngat may r6i nhin Mamiya,
“Me t6i & qué goi dén.”

“Co0 ké chi tiét si viéc cho ba dy r6i a?” Kusanagi haéi.

“T6i chi n6i anh ay dot tt. Me ciing héi chuyén gi xdy ra nhung toi
khong biét noi sao cho phdi...” Ayane dwa tay 1én tran.

“Co da thong bao cho cong ty cta anh nha chwa?”

“Sang nay, tredc khi roi Sapporo t6i c6 bao cho luat s cd van ctia cong
ty. Chinh la anh Ikai ma t6i ké khi nay.”

“Nguoi tham dy bira tiéc tai nha nhi?”

“Vang. Nguoi ditng dau bat ngo qua doi, téi e noi bo céng ty gio dang
hon loan nhung t6i cling khong lam duwgc gi nén...”

Ayane dam dam nhin vao khoang khong nhu dang tran tré suy nghi. Tuy
rat c6 gang to ra binh tinh, nhung c6 thé thady c6 cang thang dén mitc guc
nga ngay dwgc. Kusanagi bong c6 cam giac mudn dé c6 dwa vao.
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“Cho dén lic co Wakayama khoe 1én, nén c6 ai d6 dén day thi hon, ho
hang than thich hay ban bé cling dwgc. Toi nghi sé cé nhiéu kho6 khan trong
sinh hoat thuwong ngay day.”

“Khong sao dau. Vdi lai, hom nay van chwa cho ai vao nha thi hon ding
khong a?” Ayane hoi Mamiya dé xac nhan.

Mamiya quay sang Kusanagi, vé khong thodi mai.

“Chiéu nay bén giam dinh sé dén mdt lan nita. Viéc nay phu nhan ciing
da dong y r6i.”

Co dy chdng dugc c6 thoi gian dé ma dau buon nita. Kusanagi im lang
gat dau voi Ayane.

Mamiya dirng day, quay sang chao nguoi goa phu. “Chung toi da lam
phién qua lau. Kishitani sé & lai day, néu c6 viéc gi can, c6 dirng ngai néi
v&i cau ay. Du la d& o nhitng viéc lat vat trong nha cling dugc.”

“Cam on ong,” Ayane khé dap.

“Tinh hinh thé nao?” Vira roi khéi khuén vién ngdi nha, Mamiya ngay lap
tc hoi ca Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru.

“Wakayama Hiromi da thira nhan moi quan hé véi anh Yoshitaka. Ho bat
dau tr khodng ba thang triéc. C6 ta tin rang khong mot ai biét chuyén do.”

Miii Mamiya phong 1én khi nghe Kusanagi noi.

“Vay thi coc ca phé con sét lai trong bon riva la...”

“Ho da ubng ca phé vao sang Cha nhat. Liuc d6 Wakayama Hiromi la
nguoi pha ca phé. Co dy ndi khi dé khong thdy gi khac thuong.”

“Néu vay thi viéc chuan bi chit doc dién ra sau d6 a?” Mamiya dua tay
1én xo0a céi cam 1é6m chém rau chwa cao.

“Sép cb lay dugc thong tin gi tr phu nhan Mashiba khong?” Kusanagi
héi.

Mamiya nhan mat lac dau.
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“Chang c6 gi quan trong. Cling khong 16 ¢6 ta c6 nhan ra viéc ngoai tinh
cta Yoshitaka hay khong. T6i da thang than héi vé méi quan hé v6i phu ni
ctia ngudi chong nhung co6 vg c6 vé ngac nhién va pht nhan. Hoan toan
khong dao dong mot chit nao. Khong c6 vé dong kich nhung néu déng
kich thi c6 ta qua la dién vién giéi.”

Kusanagi liéc trom sang Utsumi Kaoru. Co c6 néi viéc Ayane 6m cham
lay Wakayama Hiromi r6i khéc to chi la mot man kich. Anh t0 mo mudn
biét c6 sé phan tng thé nao khi nghe y kién cta doi treéng. Tuy nhién, nit
cong an tré khong hé thay doi thai do ma chi 1y so tay va bt.

“Chuyén ngoai tinh cta Yoshitaka, c6 nén cho phu nhan biét khong?”

Nghe Kusanagi hdi, Mamiya ngay lap tic lac dau.

“Chung ta khong can thong bao viéc ay. Cé lam thé cling chang giup ich
gi cho viéc diéu tra. Téi day cac cau chac sé gap mat phu nhan nhiéu hon,
hdy can trong tirng 10i ndi.”

“Ttc 1a ¢ gidu chuyén ay di da.”

“Khoéng can thiét phai néi. Chi lam ho suy doan bira bai thdi. O thoi
diém hién tai thi thwe su la khong nén biét.” Néi doan, Mamiya lay ra t tdi
do ngyc mot mau gidy nhd. “Gio hai ngwoi dén ngdi nha nay di.”

Mau giay viét tén Ikai Tatsuhiko cung so dién thoai va dia chi.

“Hay héi vé tinh hinh ctia Yoshitaka trong thoi gian gan day va chuyén
t6i hom th Sau.”

“Nhung theo ndi dung trao doi khi nay, toi nghi gio Ikai dang chay don
chay dao dé thu xép tinh hinh.”

“Chac ngwoi vg ¢ nha ddy. Goi dién trwdc roi hdy dén. Phu nhén
Mashiba n6i c6 ddy méi sinh con dugc hai thang. Chac han cham s6c em
bé cling vat va nén mong ching ta lam viéc gon le.”

Co vé Ayane ciing biét canh sat sé di thu thap thong tin tir vo chong Ikai.
Trong tinh canh nay ma van lo lang cho sttc khde cta ban bé. Kusanagi
cam thdy xuc dong.
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Ho dén nha Ikai bang xe ctia Utsumi Kaoru. Trén duong di, anh goi dién tdi
d6. Vira biét nguoi goi la canh sat, giong Ikai Yukiko thoat nghiém trong
han. Kusanagi nhan manh rang chi can tra 10i cac cau héi va ho sap ghé dén
nha cd. Yukiko chdp nhan nhwng xin lui thoi gian gap lai mot tiéng. Khong
con cach nao khac, hai ngwoi tim mot quan ca phé cé cho do 6 to.

“Khi nay, co that sy nghi phu nhan Mashiba biét chuyén ngoai tinh cta
chong a?” Nghiéng coc ca-cao trén tay, Kusanagi hdi. Anh da uéng ca phé
lic héi chuyén Wakayama Hiromi nén do6i do udng khac.

“Toi chi co6 cam giac do6 thoi.”

“Nhung c6 cling nghi thé ding khong?”

Utsumi Kaoru khéng dap, c6 im lang nhin cdc ca phé.

“Gia st cO ta nhan ra, tai sao khong trach moéc chong va Wakayama
Hiromi? Cudi tuan t6 chic tiéc cling goi co ta dén. Binh thwong chang ai
lam thé ca.”

“Néu la phu ni* binh thwong thi ding la sé gian dién ngwoi roi.”

“Phu nhan khong phai la phu nit binh thuwong a?”

“Chua thé noéi gi nhung t6i thay do la mot ngwoi rat théng minh. Mot phu
nit khong nhitng thong minh ma con gidi chiu dyng niva.”

“Giéi chiu dyng nén chap nhan nguwdi chong ngoai tinh?”

“Nén hiéu rang c6 trach méc doi phuwong ciing chang dwoc gi. Néu lam
thé, phu nhan sé danh mat hai thit quan trong. Mot la cuéc song hon nhan
yén am 6n dinh, hai 1a ngudi hoc tro wu ta.”

“Pung la khong thé dé doi twong ngoai tinh ctia chong ke ke bén canh
mai nhi. Nhung cudc song hon nhan chi c6 vé boc thi con gia tri gi khong?”

“Gia tri quan ctia moi nguwdi mot khac. Néu kho s@ vi bao luc gia dinh thi
khong noi lam gi, con dén mirc mé tiéc tai nha thi vg chong Mashiba qua
thue vién man. ft nhat bé ngoai 1a vdy. Khong phai dau dau vé tien bac, c6
thé tap trung cho mén khau ghép vai yéu thich... danh mat cuéc séng nhw
vay mot cach boc dong thi phu nhan khong phdi la ngu ngoc hay sao. Co
thé nghi rang, chd doi moi quan hé bat chinh gitta chéng va hoc tro tw

https://thuviensach.vn



nhién bién mat thi phu nhan sé chang mat gi hét, ding khong?” Sau khi n6i
mot hoi dai hon binh thuong, khong biét cé phai hdi han bdi da phat ngon
nhitng 106i c6 tinh khang dinh hay khong ma co6 dé thém, “Chi la twdng
twgng cua t6i thoi. Cé thé sé khong chuan.”

Kusanagi uéng mot ngum ca-cao roi nhan mat vi qua ngot. Anh voi vang
udng thém nudc.

“Nhung t6i khong thay Ayane la kiéu nguwdi toan tinh nhw vay dau.”

“Khong phai toan tinh. La ban nang phong vé. La dac tinh cta phu n
thong minh.”

Kusanagi lau miéng bang mu ban tay, mat nhin dong nghiép tré.

“Utsumi cling c6 ban nang ay a?”

Co6 nhan mat cuwoi, lac dau.

“T6i thi khong. Néu déi phwong ngoai tinh, chac chan t6i sé chang nghi
tredc nghi sau ma phat dién luén day.”

“Twdng twgng thir xem ké dé xui xéo cd nao ma thdy dang thuwong. Du
sao thi t6i cling khong hiéu duwgc. Sao c6 thé biét chuyén ngoai tinh ma van
binh than duy tri cuéc song hon nhan dugc.”

Kusanagi nhin dong hé. Ba 30 phut tr6i qua ti lic anh két thic cudc dién
thoai v&i Ikai Yukiko.

Nha cta vg chong Ikai 1a mét biét thy c6 thiét ké sang trong khong kém
gia dinh Mashiba. Tru cong ra vao c6 gan da 6p mo phong gach nung, ngay
canh do6 la ga-ra xay riéng cho khach dén nha. Nho vay Utsumi Kaoru
khong phai tim bai gui xe.

Bén trong toa nha, khong chi Ikai Yukiko ma chéng cd, Tatsuhiko ciing
dang chd ho. Nghe vo néi canh sat diéu tra sap dén, anh ta voi vang trd vé
nha.

“Tinh hinh c6ng ty c6 6n khong?” Kusanagi hoi.
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“Nhitng nhan vién giéi nhat déu c6 mat nén khoéng c6 gi dang ngai.
Nhung tiép theo chac cling khé gidi thich véi khach hang. Chinh vi thé ma
toi mong chan twéng su viéc dwgc lam sang té cang sém cang tot,” Ikai
nhin hai vién canh sat, anh mat nhue tham do. “Pai khai su viéc thé nao?
Chuyén gi da xay ra thé?”

“Mashiba Yoshitaka ti* vong tai nha rieng.”

“T6i da biét chuyén d6. Nhung canh sat hinh sy thanh pho da hanh dong
thi chac khong dwgc coi la tai nan hodc ty sat phai khong?”

Kusanagi khé thd dai. B6i phwong la luat sw. Han anh ta sé khong thoa
man vd&i 10i gidi thich nita voi va cling c6 kha nang, néu qua ban tam thi
anh ta khac c6 cach khac dé nam dugc chi tiét.

Sau khi dan do khéng duwgc dé 16 ra ngoai, Kusanagi cho ho biét nan
nhan trung doc thach tin, chit déc dugce tim thdy trong ca phé nan nhan da
uong.

Ngoi canh Ikai trén ghé s6-pha boc da, Yukiko dat hai tay 1én ma nhw 6m
lay khuon mat tron. D6i mat mé to dan do 1én. Khong biét trwdc day trong
co thé nao nén Kusanagi khéng rd co thé tron tria kia cé phai do vira sinh
em bé hay khong.

Tkai vudt mai téc mém mai trong nhw dugc udn veé phia sau.

“Qua nhién. Toi da nghi néu chi 1a bénh ma chét thi that la khi céng an
lién lac, roi lai dwa thi thé di kham nghiém. Mat khac t6i hoan toan khong
nghi anh ay ty van.”

“Vay anh cho rang d6 la &n mang?”

“Bai vi, tuy toi khong biét do la ai, ho nghi thé nao. Nhung ma chuyén
tring doc thi...” Ikai cau may lac dau.

“C6 ai han thu anh Mashiba khong?”

“Vi du nhv trong cong viéc, néu hoi anh ay c6 ti'ng va cham véi ai hay
khong, thi khong thé n6i la hoan toan khéng. Nhung du sao trong kinh
doanh, khong c6 chuyén anh dy bi thu han ca nhan chi vi khong thoa hiép
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dwgc. Khi phét sinh rac r6i thi nguwdi ditng mii chiu sao khong phai anh ay
ma la toi co.” Tkai vo nguc.

“Vay con doi song ca nhan thi sao? Anh Mashiba cé ké thu khéng?”

Nghe Kusanagi hdi, Ikai dwa han vao so-pha, bat tréo chan.

“Viéc dé6 thi t6i khong biét. Bai vi, tuy t6i va Mashiba la cong su tot
nhung déu c6 thoi quen tuyét déi khong can thiép vao chuyén riéng tw ctia
nhau.”

“Nhung van la quan hé than thiét da dé moi nhau dén dung tiéc tai nha
dung khong?”

Tkai lac dau nhv thé néi chinh anh ciing khong biét.

“Vi binh thuong khong can thiép lan nhau nén mdi t6 chitc tiéc & nha.
Nhitng ngwdi ban ron nhw t6i va anh dy can co gian hgp ly ma.”

Chdac anh ta muén noéi ho khéng ranh dén mitc cé thoi gian thong thd
cho quan hé vai ban than.

“Trong bita tiéc hém 4y, anh c6 dé y diéu gi khong?”

“Néu anh mu6n hoi t6i c6 dw cam gi vé vu an hay khong thi t6i chi co
thé dap la KHONG. D6 la mot gio dong ho rat vui vé va y nghia.” Dut 10i,
gitta d6i 16ng may cna Ikai han 1én nép nhan. “Tt hom ay dén gid con chua
hét ba ngay, vdy ma anh ay da gap chuyén nhw thé.”

“Anh Mashiba c6 ké gi khong? Chang han nhu sé gap ai do6 vao thit Bay,
Chu nhat?”

“To6i khong nghe thay chuyén do.” Tkai ndi ro6i quay sang nhin vg.

“T6i cling khong. Chi biét Ayane sé vé nha bé me...”

Kusanagi gat dau, lay dudi but bi day day thai dwong. Anh dan thay
khong hy vong thu dugc thong tin hitu ich tir hai nguwdi nay.

“Tiéc & nha c6 t6 chitc thwong xuyén khong?” Utsumi Kaoru dat cau hoi.

“Co 1€ hai hodc ba thang mét lan.”

“Luon dién ra & nha anh Mashiba a?”

“Ngay sau dam cuwdi cua ho thi ching t6i moi ho dén nha. Sau do thi
lu6n & bén dy. Vi vg t6i mang thai.”
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“Anh c6 quen Ayane trudc khi co dy két hon véi anh Mashiba khong?”

“Biét chir. Bdi vi toi cling c6 mat khi Mashiba gdp c6 ay ma.”

“La sao?”

“Co6 mot bira tiéc nho, t6i va Mashiba dén dy va c6 ay ciling t6i d6. Ho
bat dau qua lai vGi nhau ttr dip dy.”

“Do la khoang thoi gian nao?”

“Xem nao...” Ikai xoay c6. “Chac la cach day khodng mot nam rudi.
Khong, c6 thé sau d6 mét chut...”

Nghe dén day, Kusanagi bong muon xen vao.

“Ho két hon khoang mot nam triedc nhi. Toi ¢ cam gidc nhw vay la kha
nhanh.”

“U thi...”

“B@i vi anh Mashiba muon sém c6 con.” Yukiko cat ngang. “Mai khong
gap dugc ngudi phu hgp nén cé 18 anh ay hoi sot ruét chang.”

“Pirng noi linh tinh.” Tkai trdch vg roi quay sang nhém Kusanagi. “Viéc
hai vo chong ho gap nhau hay chuyén két hon c6 lién quan gi dén vu nay
a?”

“Khong, dau c6.” Kusanagi phay tay. “Vi lic nay ching t6i khéng c6
manh moi nao dang ké nén mudn biét thém mot chiut vé gia dinh anh
Mashiba thoi.”

“Vay a. Toi hiéu tam ly muon thu thap thong tin lién quan dén ngudi bi
hai vi muc dich diéu tra, nhung t6i nghi tim hiéu qua sau thi khong hay
lam.” Ikai chuyén sang thai do cia mot luat sw, déi mat anh Ién vé canh
cao.

“T6i hiéu,” Kusanagi gat dau. Sau d6é anh nhin thang vao d6i mat cta vi
luat su.

“Pa trét that 1é nén t6i mudn héi thém mot diéu. Xin dirng lo vi cau hoi
chi mang tinh hinh thitc théi. Xin cho biét hai ngudi da lam gi vao thit Bay
va Chu nhat vira roi.”

Ikai tré moi, tw tir gat dau.
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“Ching c ngoai pham phdi khong? Téat nhién la ching t6i cling bi diéu
tra r6i.” Anh l1ay ra cuon so tay tw tdi do khoac.

Ikai lam viéc & van phong riéng vao thit Bdy, sau dé di udng rugu vdi
khach hang. Chua nhat anh di choi golf véi mot khach hang khac, vé dén
nha cé 1é da hon 7 gio. Yukiko & nha su6t nhwng hom Chti nhat c6 me ctung
em gai tir qué dén choi.

To6i nay c6 bu6i hop diéu tra dién ra & quan Meguro. Quan ly doi 1 t6 diéu
tra, cong an thanh pho phat biéu ngay tir dau rang sy viéc lan nay cé kha
nang rat cao la mot vu an mang. Viéc thach tin, chat doc chi mang, dugc
tim thay trong bot ca phé da qua st dung la can ct 16n nhat cho nhan dinh
d6. Néu la tw sat thi khong ai tron doc vao ca phé dé uéng va gia st c6 lam
vay, thong thuvong nguwoi ta sé hoa vao ca phé da pha.

Vay chat doc da dwgc tron vao bang cach nao? Dé lam sang té diém nay,
can bd chiu trach nhiém kham nghiém da bao cdo két qua diéu tra, nhung
cho dén lic nay két luan it ra tir bdo cdo van nhw trude: khong xac dinh
dugc ro rang.

Chiéu hom nay, doi kham nghiém da kiém tra lai nha Mashiba. Muc dich
la dé xac nhan xem trong thyc pham, gia vi, d6 uéng, thuéc men, tat ca
nhitng gi Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 thé cho vao miéng, c6 chita chat doc hay
khong. Viéc kiém tra cling dwgc tién hanh trén cac vat dung nha bép. Tai
thoi diém cudc hop dién ra thi viéc kiém tra da hoan tat 80% nhwng chwa
tim thay chat doc & bat ct cho nao. Vi tinh hinh nay, can bo phu trach
kham nghiém danh gia it c6 kha nang tim thdy chat doc trong 20% vat dung
con lai.

Tém lai, tha pham nham t&i ca phé ma Yoshitaka st dung dé chuan bi
viéc dau doc. Co hai phwong thirc dé thye hién viéc nay. Hoac chuan bi san
chat doc trong bot ca phé hodc gidy loc hay coc uéng, hodc tron vao khi
pha ca phé. Tuy nhién, tr6c mat chuwa thé khang dinh tha pham thyc hién
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theo cach nao. Ly do la khong tim thay thach tin & bat ¢ ch6 nao khac,
cling khong c0 can ctt xac dinh ai d6 c6 mat luc Yoshitaka pha ca phe.

Két qua tim hiéu sau khi nghe ngéng khu virc xung quanh biét thy nha
Mashiba ciing duwgc bao cdo. Theo dé, khong ai nhin thidy c6 ngwoi dén nha
Mashiba trwdc khi xay ra vu an. Pdc biét, xung quanh la khu nha yén tinh
thra ngwdi qua lai, nhitng ngwoi séng ¢ d6 da phan khong quan tam dén
hang x6m néu khong cé gi de doa cudc sdng cua ho. Vi vay khong cé
nguoi chitng kién khong cé nghia la da khong cé ai dén nha Mashiba.

Kusanagi bdo cdo két qua thu thap thong tin tit Mashiba Ayane va vg
chong nha Tkai. Anh khong nhac dén méi quan hé giita Wakayama Hiromi
va Mashiba Yoshitaka. Truéc cugc hop, Mamiya da ra chi thi nhu vay.
Puong nhién 1a Mamiya c6 bao cdo véi can b quan ly. Vi day la van dé
nhay cdm nén dwong nhv viéc gidi han thong tin nay trong mot s6 diéu tra
vién cho dén khi moi lién quan cia né vdi vu an dwge chitng minh chinh la
y cua cap trén. Cé 1é cap trén ciing khong thich chuyén nay bi gidi truyén
thong danh hoi thay.

Sau khi cudc hop két thiic, Mamiya goi hai ngudi Kusanagi va Utsumi
Kaoru lai.

“Ngay mai bay dén Sapporo di.” Mamiya nhin ca hai va néi.

Biét diém dén la Sapporo, Kusanagi hiéu ngay muc dich chuyén di.

“Pé xac nhan chitng cé ngoai pham cia phu nhan Mashiba a?”

“Pung vay. Ngwoi dan 6ng ngoai tinh bi giét. Khi d6 duwong nhién phai
nghi ngo tinh nhan va nguoi vo. Tinh nhan khong c6 chitng ct ngoai pham.
Con ngudi vg thi sao? Trén chi thi xuéng phai cdp téc lam rd. Dan trwdc la
di vé trong ngay. Toi da chudn bi trwéc dé hai nguwdi dugc cong an
Hokkaido phoi hgp.”

“Phu nhan néi da nhan dugc cong an lién lac khi dang ¢ sudi nwéc nong.
T6i nghi 1a phai dén do.”

“Subi nwdc nong Jouzankei. Pi 6 t6 tir ga Sapporo hon mot tiéng la dén.
Nha b6é me cta phu nhan & quan Nishi thanh phé Sapporo. Hai ngwoi chia
nhau ra hanh dong thi ntra ngay la xong viéc thoi.”
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Ving, dung thé, Kusanagi danh gai dau. Mamiya ro rang khong dinh
tang cap dudi mén qua bat ngd la mét dém & sudi nwdc nong.

“Sao thé Utsumi? C6 mudn ndi gi a?” Mamiya hoi.

Kusanagi nhin sang bén canh, ding la Utsumi Kaoru dang mim chat mai,
c6 vé khong thoa man. B6i méi coO map may.

“Chitng ctt vang mat trong khoang thoi gian do 1a da a?”

“Sao? C6 mudbn noi gi?” Mamiya héi tiép.

“Phu nhan Mashiba roi khéi Tokyo vao sang thit Bdy, dén sang thit Hai
thi quay vé. T6i mudn hoéi chi can xac nhan chitng ctt ngoai pham trong
khodng thoi gian ay thoi a?”

“Co khong dong y u?”

“T6i khong chac. Nhung néu da khong biét phwong thite ha doc va thoi
gian thuc hién thi chi véi chitng ¢t ngoai pham trong pham vi thoi gian do
ma cho rang phu nhan khong phdi la nghi pham c6 phai hoi v6i vang
khong?”

“Phwong thic thi khong noi lam gi nhung ching ta biét thgi gian ma?”
Kusanagi néi. “Sang Cha nhat, Wakayama Hiromi con uéng ca phé véi
Mashiba Yoshitaka. Khi d6 ca phé hoan toan binh thwong. Sau dé chat doc
mdi dugce sap dat.”

“Keét luan nhu thé c6 dugc khong?”

“Khong dugc v? Vay con lic nao dé thue hién viéc ha doc niva?”

“Cai do thi... Toi cling khong r6.”

“Y 6 1a Wakayama Hiromi néi d6i?” Mamiya néi. “Néu vay thi tinh
nhan va vg tré thanh dong pham. Kha nang d6 khong phai rat thap a?”

“Toi nght khong c6 chuyén dé dau.”

“Vay c6 c6 gi khong bang long?” Kusanagi 1én giong. “C6 ching cw&
ngoai pham twr thit Bdy dén Chu nhat 1a da réi. Ma khong, chi can ching c
vao Cha nhat thoi 1a phu nhan vo6 t6i. Tw duy nhw vay c6 gi bat thuwong a?”

Utsumi Kaoru lac dau.
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“Khong. Toi nghi do 1a tw duy hop ly. Nhung thuc sw khong cé cach sap
x€ép trrdc a? Chang han nhuw bo tri dé Yoshitaka ti minh bo doc...”

Kusanagi nhiu may.

“Xui khién anh ta ty sat dy a?”

“Khong phdi nhu thé. Khong néi vdi Yoshitaka do 1a chat doc. Khong
phai chdt doc, ma néi rang c6 chat bi mat khién ca phé ngon hon chang
han.”

“Chat bi mat?”

“Moén ca ri c6 Garam Masala ding khong? Mot chat lam cay khién mui
vi ngon hon néu rac mat chat trwde khi an. Néi rang doé la phién ban cta ca
phé r6i dua cho Yoshitaka. Tuy khong st dung n6 khi & canh Wakayama
nhung lic uong mot minh thi Yoshitaka nhé dén né va mang ra dung tht...
Tuy suy ludn nay cé thé khién cuong.”

“Khién cwdng. Chang dau vao dau.” Kusanagi noi thang.

“Chac khong?”

“T6i chwa ting nghe dén th bt nao tron vao lam ca phé ngon hon.
Khoéng c6 chuyén Mashiba Yoshitaka lai tin 16i n6i d6i nhw vay. Néu tin thi
da ké cho Wakayama Hiromi roi chit? Yoshitaka chang tro chuyén vdéi c6 ta
vé cach pha ca phé ngon con gi. Hon nita, néu chinh Yoshitaka bo chat doc
vao thi nhat dinh con s6t lai ddu tich. Chinh la bot thach tin. N6 phai dugc
cho vao tui béng hodc goi trong gidy thi méi mang di dwgc. Nhung c6 tim
dwgc tii béong hay to gidy nao & hién treong dau. Co nghi sao vé diém ay?”

Utsumi Kaoru khé gat dau trwdc nhitng 10i phan bién t&i tdp cla
Kusanagi.

“Pang tiéc la t6i khong c6 cau trd 10i nao phu hgp. Nhitng diéu anh
Kusanagi néi la hoan toan xac dang. Chi cé diéu, t6i cit khong thoi nghi vé
kha nang c6 mot phwong thirc nao do.”

Kusanagi quay madt di, thd dai.

“Hay tin vao truc giac cua phu nit a?”

“Toi khong ndi nhue vay. Nhung phu nit c6 cach tw duy cua phu nit...”
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“Tw t nao,” Mamiya xen vao gitta, vé mdt chan nan. “Tranh luan ciing
dugc théi nhung dirng c6 an noi kiéu tam thwong ay. Utsumi, c6 nghi nguoi
vo dang nghi a?”

“Tuy toi khong chac chan lam.”

Truc gidc chwr gi, Kusanagi kiém ché du rat muén noéi vay.

“C6 can cv khong?” Mamiya hoi.

Utsumi Kaoru hit mot hoi that sau réi néi. “Nhitng ly sam-panh.”

“Ly sam-panh? Chung lam sao a?”

“Khi chung ta chay dén hién trieong, nhitng ly sam-panh da rira dwoc dat
trong bép. S6 lwong nam chiéc.” C6 quay sang nhin Kusanagi. “Anh cé nhg
khong?”

“Nhé. Chiung dugce dung cho bita tiéc tai gia toi thit Sau.”

“MaAy ly sdm-panh 4y binh thwong dwoc cét trong ta ly & phong khach.
Vi thé khi ching ta dén do6 thi trong ta c6 khodng trong von danh cho
chung.”

“Thé thi sao?” Mamiya hoi. “DPau éc t6i c6 van dé gi khong nhi? Thé thi
c6 van deé gi? Toi chwa hiéu.”

Kusanagi dong tinh. Anh nhin cham cham vao khuon mat cwong nghi
cua Utsumi Kaoru.

“V1i sao phu nhan khéng cat chiung di?”

“O1?” Kusanagi thot 1én. “Ha?” Ngay sau d6 Mamiya ciing bat thanh
tiéng.

“Co0 sao dau nhi. Khong don thi da sao?” Kusanagi noi.

“Nhung t6i tin binh thuong sé don. Anh da nhin céi ta dung ly coc do roi
ding khong? N6 rat ngan nap, dén mirc thodng nhin la nhan ra khoang
trong ctia may cai ly sam-panh. T6i thady phu nhan c6 kiéu tinh cach khong
thé yén long néu nhitng mon bat dia quan trong chwa dwgc cit ding noi
diung cho. Vay ma 6 ta khong cét ching vao td, t6i khong sao hiéu dugc.”

“Chac v6 tinh quén thoi.”
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Utsumi Kaoru lac dau manh khi nghe Kusanagi néi vay. “Khong thé
nao.”

“V1 sao?”

“Binh thwong chuyén nhu vay ding la ciing c6 thé xdy ra. Co6 diéu, nguoi
vo dy dinh sé vang nha mot thoi gian. Cit mac ké may ly sam-panh nhw thé
thi qua la kho hiéu.”

Kusanagi va Mamiya nhin nhau. Tréng Mamiya bit ngd ra mat.
Kusanagi nghi khuén mat minh ciing dang cé biéu cam twong ty. Nghi van
ma Utsumi Kaoru vira chi ra dén gio chua tirng vut thoang qua dau anh.

“Chi c6 mot ly do gidi thich dwgc vi sao phu nhan lai khong cat nhitng ly
sam-panh.” N canh sat diéu tra tré tudi tiép tuc. “Béi vi biét truwdc thoi
gian vang nha ctia minh sé khong qua dai. Vi sé quay lai ngay nén khong
don dep cling dugc. Phai vay khong?”

Mamiya dia vao ghé, khoanh tay truéc nguc. Ong nguée nhin Kusanagi.

“Ta c6 cho phan bién cua bac dan anh khong day?”

Kusanagi dwa tay gai phia trén 1ong may. Anh khong nghi ra 10i phan
bién nao. Thay vao d6, anh hoi Utsumi Kaoru.

“Tai sao co khong n6i sém hon? Co6 da nghi ngd sudt tir Ilic dén hién
treong co ma.”

Co nghiéng dau dap vé ngugng ngung - mot biéu cam hiém gap.

“T6i sg minh bi mang vi cht y qua nhiéu vao tiéu tiét. T6i nghi néu phu
nhan la tha pham thi kiéu gi ciing dé 16 so hé khac. Xin 16i.”

Mamiya thé hat ra. Sau dé lai quay sang nhin Kusanagi.

“Co vé chung ta phai xem lai thdi do cia minh. Khé khan lam m&i c6
canh sat la nit gidi vao doi, thé ma ching ta khién ho cam thay khé noi
ndng thi chang ra lam sao ca.”

“Khong, tuyét déi khong phai vi thé ma...”

Utsumi Kaoru dang bién minh thi Mamiya gio tay ngan lai.

“Néu c6 gi mudn ndi thi c néi ra dirng ngai. Bat ké la dan 6ng hay phu
ni¥, dan anh hay dan em. T6i sé bao cdo v@i cap trén y kién vira roi cia co.
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Tuy nhién, du diém nhin c6 t6t thi cling khéng dwgc sa da vao dé. Viéc
nguwoi vo khong cidt mdy ly sam-panh qua la khéng binh thwong. Nhung
cling khong chitng minh dwgc gi cd. Chiing ta dugc yéu cau tim ra cac bang
chitng. Vi thé, gio toi chi thi cho hai ngwdi diéu tra yéu té chitng minh tinh
xac thyc cia bang chitng ngoai pham ctia nguwdi vg. Con viéc x@ 1y ching
thé nao thi hai ngudi khong can suy nghi. Hiéu réi chii?”

Utsumi Kaoru nham mat va sau déi lan chdp mat, co6 nhin thang vao cap
trén. “T6i hiéu roi a.”
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4

Hiromi m& mat béi tiéng chudng dién thoai.

Khong han la c6 dang ngu. Co chi dang nam dudi trén givdng va nham
mat lai. Co nghi dém nay ciling giong dém hom trwdc, khong thé nga cho
dén sang. Tuy c6 thudc nga ma Yoshitaka cho tir trtéc nhung c6 s khong
dam udng.

Co gang ngoi day, co thé nang trich con dau thi hoi dau. Tham chi véi
tay lay dién thoai di dong ciling that phién phitc. Ai thé khong biét, lai con
vao cai gio nay, c6 nhin dong ho, da gan 10 gio.

Nhung vira nhin thay céi tén hién thi trén man hinh tinh thé, Hiromi lién
tinh tdo nhw vira tdam nwéc lanh. Cudc goi tir Ayane. Hiromi voi vang nhan
nut nghe may.

“Hiromi day a.” Co noi, giong khoé khoc.

“U... Xin 16i. C6 Ayane day. Em dang ngt a?”

“Khong a, em chi nam nghi thoi. Phai r6i... em xin 16i viéc lic sang. Em
khong dén dugc...”

“Khong sao dau. Em thdy trong ngudi thé nao?”

“Em 6n. Chinh c6 gido m@i mét chit a?” Vira héi han, Hiromi vira nghi
sang viéc khac. Phai chang céng an da cho Ayane biét vé chuyén co ngoai
tinh vGi Yoshitaka?

“U, ¢6 ciing hoi mét that. Khong con biét dau vao véi dau... Cd van
chwa cdm nhan dwgc minh dang séng trong hién thue.”

Hiromi cling vay. Nhu thé c6 dang lién tuc mo thdy 4c mong. “Em hiéu,”
c6 dap ngan gon.

“Hiromi, em thay on that khong day? Khong van dé gi chii?”

“Vang em 6n ma. Tt mai la cé thé bat dau lam viéc réi a.”

“Cong viéc ctt dé do cling duge. Quan trong hon la, bay gio gap nhau
mot chat dugc khong?”
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“Bay gio... a?” Cam giac bat an khé lan trong 16ng nguc. “Co viéc gi
vay a?”

“Co c6 chuyén muodn trao doi truwdc. Cling khong mat nhiéu thoi gian
dau. Néu em mét thi c6 sang cho em ciing dwgc.”

Van ap dién thoai vao tai, Hiromi lac dau.

“Khong a, em sé qua nha c6. Gio mdi chuan bi di thi chac sé mat khoang
mot tiéng a.”

“A, c6 dang & khach san.”

“0... thé a?”

“Phia canh sat n6i mu6n xem xét trong nha lan nita nén c6 ra khach san
luén cho tién. Chi thay doi chit do trong hanh ly mang tir Sapporo vé la
duwgc.”

Khach san Ayane dang & nam gan ga Shinagawa. “Em sé di ngay,”
Hiromi néi réi ngat cudc goi.

Trong lic stta soan dé ra ngoai, co6 khong ngirng lo lang khong biét viéc
Ayane mudn noi la gi. Vira rao treéc may 16i héi tham sttc khée ctia Hiromi
vira c6 vé don ép doi gap ngay. Chi c6 thé nghi rang cé viéc gi dé rat gap
hodc quan trong dén mitc khéng thé hoan lai dwoc.

Su6t chuyén tau di Shinagawa, Hiromi khong ngirng muwong tuwgng veé
nhitng gi Ayane sap noéi. Hay diung la Ayane da nghe tir cong an vé moi
quan hé vdi Yoshitaka? Tuy khong thay giong néi trong dién thoai hoi nay
c6 vé gay gat nhung cling c6 thé Ayane chi ra sitc dé nén cam xuc.

Hiromi khong thé twdng twong duwgc Ayane sé phan tng thé nao néu biét
chuyén dan diu ctia chong va hoc tro. Cho dén gio co6 chuwa lan nao chitng
kién c6 gido minh thyc sy gian dit. Nhung chac chan khong thé c6 chuyén
c6 ay khong tic gian.

Mot Ayane lubn tir ton, khong bao gio thé hién cam xuc dit doi sé thé
hién bd mat nao vGi co6 gai cwép chong minh? Hoan toan khong doan tredc
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dwgc, Hiromi thdy sg hai vi cdm gidc bat an. Tuy nhién, gid nhw bi truy
van, c6 quyét dinh sé khong vung vé gidu giém. Chi con cach hét long xin
16i thoi. Du c6 1é sé khong dugc tha thit, biét dau con bi doan tuyét quan hé
thay tro, nhung chang con cach nao khac cd. C6 nghi xac dinh truéc nhw
vay chinh la diéu can cho ban than lic nay.

Co goi dién cho Ayane khi vira dén khach san. Em Ién phong di, c6 ay
noi.

Ayane da thay bo do mau be ctia khach san va doi co.

“C0 xin 10i nhé. Goi em dén lic dang mét mai.”

“Khong sao dau a. Chuyén ¢6 mudn néi v6i em la...”

“Em ngoi di da.” Ayane chi sang chiéc ghé s6-pha don. Cé hai chiéc nhw
vay.

Hiromi ng6i xudng, nhin quanh can phong. Pay la mdt phong doi. Canh
giwong, hanh ly van dang mé ra. Kha nhiéu quan 4o. C6 1€ Ayane xac dinh
tam thoi phai ¢ day kha lau.

“Em udng gi nhé?”

“Khong can dau a.”

“Du sao c6 cling chuan bi san ro6i nén uéng mot chit nhé.” Ayane rét vao
hai coc thay tinh tra 6 long vira 1y ra t ta lanh.

“Em cam on,” Hiromi hoi cti dau, voi dwa tay ra do 14y coc. That ra co
cling thay khat.

“Canh sat da hoi gi em thé?” Ayane bat dau noi, van ngit diéu nhe nhang
thwong thay.

Hiromi dat c6c xuong, liém moi.

“Hoan canh em phat hién ra anh Mashiba. R6i ho hdi em c6 nghi ra
chuyén gi lien quan khong.”

“Em tra 10i thé nao?”

Hiromi xua tay treGc nguc.

“Em chang nghi ra chuyén gi cd. Em ciing néi v4i canh sat nhu vay.”

“Thé a. Ngoai ra ho con hoi gi nita?”
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“Ngoai ra thi... chi c6 thé thoi a.” Hiromi cii dau. Cé6 khong thé noi
minh da dugc hoi vé chuyén uéng ca phé cung Yoshitaka.

Ayane gat dau, cam coc. Uong mot ngum tra roi ap né vao ma. Nhu thé
c6 dung n6 dé lam diu khuon mat dang néng 1én.

“Hiromi nay,” Ayane goi. “C0 c6 chuyén trao doi truwdc vdi em.”

Hiromi ngdng mit 1én vi bt ngd. Anh mit cd va Ayane giao nhau.
Hiromi ci¢ twdng minh bi nhin cham cham nhwng khoanh khac tiép theo da
thdy an twgng hoan toan khac. Trong anh mat cia Ayane khong c6 mau sac
cta noi cam han hay tirc gian. Thay vao d6, anh mat ay phang phat thit cam
xUc tron lan n6i buén va sy trong rong. Trén doi moi Ayane hién 1én mét nu
cuoi nhe nhung cang khién cdm xuc dy trd nén ro rang hon.

“C0, da bi anh ay tuyén bo chia tay.” Ayane noéi bang giong déu déu.

Hiromi nhin xuong. Co6 thé lic nay nén gid vo ngac nhién nhung co
khong cé tam trang dé lam nhw vay. Ngay ca viéc nhin thang vao khuon
madt cua Ayane co cling khong lam dugc.

“La chuyén hém thit Sdu day. Trwdc khi vo chong Ikai dén, anh dy da
tuyén bé & phong riéng. Két hon vGi ngudi phu nit khong thé sinh con thi
chang c6 y nghia gi ca.”

Hiromi chi c6 thé tiép tuc cii dau lang nghe. Co6 biét Yoshitaka da noi
chuyén ly hon v6i Ayane nhung khong ngo cach nai lai phii phang nhw vay.

“Hon nita, con béng gi6 cho biét da quyét dinh nguwdi phu nit tiép theo la
ai. Anh dy khong noéi tén cua nguwdi do. Chi bao rang dé la nguwdi ma co
khong quen biét.”

Hiromi giat minh. Khong thé nghi la Ayane dang n6i ma khong biét gi
hét. Co c6 thé cam thdy Ayane dang don dudi minh bang cach cham rai ké
lai.

“Nhung, d6 chac la 16i néi doi. Poi phwong la nguwdi phu nit ma c6 biét.
Hon nita, con la nguwdi c6 hiéu rat rd. Co vay thi anh &y mdi khong noi noi
cai tén ra dung khong?”
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Cang lic cang kho s@ trwdc nhitng gi Ayane noi. Khong nén dwgc cam
xdc, Hiromi ngang mat 1én. Nwdc mat bat dau trao ra.

Nhin c6 nhv vady ma Ayane khong hé ngac nhién. Giong hét khi nay,
Ayane tiép tuc nd nu cuoi day vé trong rong.

“Hiromi nay, la em ding khong?” Ngtt diéu nhu dang diu dang hoi dira
tré mac 10i.

Khong biét nén néi gi, Hiromi mim chat moi dé nén tiéng khéc thon
thire.

“La em... ding khong?”

Pa & vao hoan canh khong thé phu nhan dwgc nita roi. Hiromi khé gat
dau.

Ayane thd dai thanh tiéng. “Qua ding nhuw vay.”

“Co giao, em...”

“Co hiéu. Em khong can phai n6i gi dau. Khi anh dy néi 16i chia tay,
khong hiéu sao c6 da nhan ra. N6i dang hon thi, that ra c6 da dé y dugc
mot thdi gian tir trede do r6i. Chi la c6 khong mudn chap nhan ma thoi. ..
Bai vi, song bén nhau nén nhan ra la dwong nhién ma. Hon nita, Hiromi da
danh, anh 4y cling khong giéi néi doi hay dién kich nhw ban than Iam
twong.”

“Co0 giado, c6 dang gian em lam phai khong?”

Ayane nghiéng dau.

“N6i sao nhi. C6 diung la c6 dang tic gian khong nhi? Chac anh ay la
nguoi tan tinh trede roi, nhung tai sao em lai khong cy tuyét? Nhung ma,
c6 lai khong c6 cam giac bi em cwép chong. That day. Bai vi anh ay da
ngoai tinh ma. Vi c6 nghi, tredc tién 1a cdm xtc danh cho ¢6 ngudi lanh roi
sau d6 méi hwéng anh mat vé phia Hiromi. C6 ciling c6 phan thay minh that
té vi da khong gitr chat tinh cdm cua anh ay.”

“Em xin 16i. Du nghi minh khéng dwgc phép lam thé, nhwng sau nhiéu
lan anh Mashiba mai...”
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“Pirng no6i gi thém.” Ayane cat 10i. Khac véi trede do, giong néi lan nay
that lanh lung va sac bén. “Néu nghe em ké vé chuyén do thi it nhiéu co sé
ghét Hiromi. Em nghi c6 mu6n biét em da bi anh ay quyén rii nhu thé nao
a?”

Nhitng gi c6 4y dang néi la chinh xac. Hiromi u rii lac dau.

“V@ chong c6 tredce khi két hon da cé giao wdc,” ngit diéu cta Ayane lai
trd nén diu dang. “Sau mdt nam, néu khong co con thi sé phai can nhac. Vi
khong ai trong ca hai con tré nita ma. Bdi thé, vo chong c6 déu khong nghi
dén chuyén diéu tri v6 sinh ton rat nhiéu thdi gian. Chuyén Hiromi la doi
twgng két hon mai tuy c6 soc vdi co that nhwng & vi tri cia anh ay, c6 1€ chi
thdy minh da lam ding nhw giao wdc trude khi 1dy nhau.”

“Em c6 doi 1an nghe ké vé viéc d6.” Hiromi noi, dau van cui xuong.

Lic gap nhau hom thi Bdy, Yoshitaka cling nhac lai. Anh dung tir “quy
tac”. Anh dai khai ndi rang, vi cé quy tac ay roi nén Ayane sé chap nhan.
Tuy trong long Hiromi khong thé hiéu dugc nhung gio nghe nhitng 16i nay,
c6 thé thay thuyc té thi Ayane da diet khoat.

“Co vé Sapporo la dé 6n dinh lai tam ly cia minh. Co6 nghi, bi tuyén bo
ly hon ma c tiép tuc séng trong ngdi nha ay thi tham hai qua. Viéc giao
chia khoéa cho em gitt ciing la dé doan tuyét tinh cdAm danh cho anh 4dy. Vi
c6 nghi hai nguwdi chac chan sé gap nhau trong lic minh di vang. C6 nghi,
kiéu gi cling gap nhau, vay thi dwa luén chia khoa cho minh dwgc thoai
mai.”

Hiromi nhd lai lac dwgce gui chia khoa nha. Khi do c6 hoan toan khong
nghi Ayane dang che giau quyét tam cia minh dén mic ay. Tham chi con
ty man rang minh dwgc tin cdy. Nhan 1y chia khéa ma chang hé nghi ngo,
lic 4y Ayane da nhin minh v&i suy nghi thé nao? Nghi dén day, c6 cang
thay xau ho hon nita.

“Em ké chuyén vGi anh ay cho canh sat a?”

Hiromi khé gt dau.

“Em thay ho dé y t&i r6i nén chi con cach néi that.”
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“Vay a? Nhung, cling dung thoi. Chuyén Hiromi vi lo lang cho anh ay
ma ty y vao nha, du nghi thé nao ciing rat khong ty nhién. Vay la phia canh
sat biét moi quan hé ctia em vdi anh dy r6i nhi. Ho chang néi 16i nao vé6i co

>

ca.

“Thé a?”

“Co 18, ho gia vo khong biét dé quan sat ¢6. Vi may ngudi dé han dang
nghi ngo co6.”

O! Hiromi nhin Ayane.

“Nghi ngo... co gido a?”

“Theo tu duy thong thwong thi co c6 dong co ding khong nao? Bong co
tir viéc bi chéng phéan boi.”

Qua dung nhv vay. Nhung Hiromi hoan toan khong dem long nghi ngo
Ayane. Thoi diém Yoshitaka bi giét thi co6 gido dang & Sapporo, hon nita,
co tin Yoshitaka, chuyén chia tay ctia ho da dwgc thu xép 6n thda.

“Nhung cling chang sao. Viéc bi canh sat nghi ngo dy. Sao cling dwoc.”
Ayane kéo tui xach lai, rit ra mot chié€c khan tay. Co dung né lau ving duéi
mat. “Quan trong hon, 1a ro6t cudc chuyén gi da xdy ra? Tai sao anh ay lai
gdp chuyén nhw vay... Hiromi a, em that sy khong nghi ra diéu gi hét a?
Lan cudi cung em gdp anh ay la khi nao?”

Du khong muén tra 10i nhuwng lic nay chang thé néi doi dugc.

“Sang hom qua a. Lic d6 em u6ng ca phé cung anh ay, cling vi thé ma
cong an da hoi rat nhiéu nhung em khong nghi ra bat c diéu gi. Anh
Mashiba khong hé c6 vé khac thuwong.”

“Thé a.” Ayane nghiéng dau ra chiéu suy nghi roi lai nhin thang vao
Hiromi. “Em khong giau canh sat chuyén gi hét nhi. Nhitng gi em biét thi
da ké hét roi phai khong?”

“Em nghi vay a.”

“Vay thi tot r6i. Néu c6 gi quén khong ndi thi nén thanh that cho ho biét.
Bai vi, ho chac ciing nghi ngd em nita ddy.”
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“Co thé ho dang nghi ngd a. Hom thit Bay, em la nguwdi duy nhat gap anh
Mashiba ma.”

“Vay a. Canh sat chac sé nghi ngo diém ay.”

“A... Hom nay em gip c6 gido néi chuyén nhu thé ndy, c6 nén cho canh
sat biét khong a?”

Um, nghe Hiromi hoi, Ayane dit tay 1én ma.

“Co viéc gi can giau dau nhi. Co6 khong ban tam dau. Vung vé gidu giém
lai bi nghi ngo.”

“Em hiéu a.”

Phii, Ayane thé hat ra.

“Chuyén nay that ky la. Nguwdi phu nit bi chéng bé va nguoi tinh cta
chong ngoi néi chuyén trong mot can phong. Tham chi, chang hé cai v3,
phia nao ciing kho s& khong biét phai lam gi. Ching ta khong mau thuan c6
khi cling vi anh ay da chang con nita.”

Hiromi khong dap nhung cd cling nghi nhw vdy. D6i v6i co, néu
Yoshitaka song lai dugc thi ltic nay c6 bi mang chi c& nao ¢6 cling chiu.
CoO ciling tin, cdm gidc mat mat & c6 lic nay c6 1€ 16n hon Ayane. Nhung
hién tai ding la c6 khong c6 can cit dé noéi ra diéu do.
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Nha b6 me dé cia Mashiba Ayane nam & mdét khu dwgc quy hoach gon
gang xinh dep. DB6 la mot ngdi nha vuéng vitc trong rat chac chan, 1én hét
cau thang md&i dén sanh vao nha. Tang mot la noi do xe, nghe ndéi né dwgc
coi nhv tang ham. Tém lai, bé ngoai thi d6 la ng6i nha ba tang nhung trén
gidy to thi 1a ng6i nha c6 hai tang nam trén mat dat va mot tang ham.

“Quanh day nhiéu nha nhw vay lam.” Mita Kazunori vira bé banh gao
vilra n6i. “Sang mua dong tuyét sé chat rat day nén khong thé lam sanh vao
nha ¢ gan mat dat dugc.”

Ra vdy, Kusanagi gat dau, véi tay nhan chén tra néng. Ngwoi mang tra ra
la Tokiko, me cia Ayane. Khay dung tra van dat trén dau goi.

“Du sao thi, viéc lan nay lam ching t6i chodng vang qua. Mashiba sao
lai xdy ra chuyén nhu vay. T6i da thay ky la vi nguyén nhan khong phai tai
nan hay bénh tat ma, vay a, ding la cong an dang diéu tra r6i.” Kazunori
nhiu may, d6i 16ng may 1am tdm bac cua 6ng tao thanh hinh chit bdt.

“Cling chwa khang dinh chac chan la 4n mang.” Kusanagi du dinh chi
néi dén vay.

Kazunori nhan mit. Ong vén gay nén nép nhin cang hin sau hon.

“Cau dy chac cling lam ké thu day ma. Dan kinh doanh buén ban noéi
chung la thé. Nhung ma, chi vi nhw thé, rét cudc thi, ké nao, & dau, viéc
khung khiép nhu vay...”

Kazunori van lam viéc & quy tin dung cho dén nam nam trudc. Chac 6ng
da gap nhiéu chu doanh nghiép khac nhau.

“Xin 16i,” Tokiko ngwéc lén. “Ayane, n6 thé nao r6i? No6i chuyén qua
dién thoai n6 c bdo van on...”

Qua la, doi vdi nguwoi me thi niém quan tam nhat van la con géi.

“Virng vang lam a. Tat nhién cé bi séc nhung rat tich cuyc hop tac véi to
diéu tra ching t6i.”

“Vay a. Néu vay thi t6i cling yén tam.” Trai v4i nhitng 101 dy, noi bat an
khong hé bién mat trén khudén mat ctia ngwoi phu ni.
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“Co Ayane vé day hom thit Bay ding khong a? Nghe néi la do stc khée
ctia bac khong dugc tot?” Kusanagi vira nhin Kazunori vira quay lai chu dé
chinh. Nhin 6ng gay go va sac mat cling khong khoe, nhung khong giong
mot ngwoi dang khd sé vi bénh tat.

“Do tuyén tuy. Khodng ba nam trudc toi bi viem tuy, ké tir do sttc khée
khong 6n lam. Luc thi sot, lac thi bung véi lvng dau dén khong ci dong
duwgc. Théi danh can than git gin.”

“Lan nay khong thuc su can Ayane cham séc a?”

“A, khong dén mitc phai thé dau. Nhi?” Kazunori quay sang Tokiko tim
kiém sy dong tinh.

“Pém hom thit Sau, con bé goi cho ching t6i. N6 bdo hom sau sé vé day.
N6 thay lo cho sttc khoe ctia ba va tr khi 1y chong ciling chwa lan nao vé
nha.”

“Co ay khong néu ly do nao khac nira a?”

“Chang c6 gi dac biét ca.”

“C0 dy 6 noi sé ¢ day trong bao 1au khong?”

“Ciling khong... T6i héi bao gio vé lai Tokyo, né chi néi chua biét.”

Twr 101 ké cta hai ngudi, c6 vé Ayane khong cé ly do khan cdp can phai
vé qué. Theé thi vi sao c6 ay lai vé day?

Mot phu nit da két hon ma hanh dong nhw vay thi tinh huéng dé xay ra
nhat la giita c6 ta va chong c6 rac rdi nao do.

“Anh cong an nay,” Kazunori c6 vé luvong ly. “Dwong nhu anh rat quan
tam dén viéc Ayane trd vé day, c6 van dé gi phai khong?”

Tuy da nghi hvu nhung trwde day 6ng ting giao dich va ky két vGi rat
nhiéu kiéu nguwdi nén nhat dinh la dang twéng twong du thi vé muc dich
khién cong an Tokyo phai dén tan day.

“Néu day la mot vu an mang thi c6 kha nang thu pham da nham ltic co
Ayane vé qué dé gdy an.” Kusanagi bat dau néi tr ton. “Trong treong hop
do, van dé sé nam & cho, vi sao thu pham biét dwgc hanh dong cua co
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Ayane. Vi vay, du that 1é nhung t6i van phai héi chi tiét nhitng viéc da xay
ra. Xin théng cam vi day la khau bat budc khi diéu tra lam rd vu viéc.”

“Ra la nhw vay.” Kazunori gat dau, du khéng ré 6ng cé thyc sy chap
nhan 10i giai thich hay khong.

“C0 Ayane da lam nhitng viéc gi ¢ day a?” Kusanagi hoi ca hai nguaoi.

“Hom mdi vé thi né & trong nha sudt. Budi tdi, ba ngudi ching t6i di an
¢ mot tiém sushi gan day. C6 mdt quan con bé rat thich tir nhé.” Tokiko
dap.

“Quan an tén la gi vay?”

Nghe Kusanagi hoi, khuon mat Tokiko hién ro vé nghi ngo. Kazunori
cling vay.

“Xin 16i. T6i chi mu6n xac nhan trwdc tr chi tiét nho nhat vi khong biét
dwgc vé sau ching cé tré thanh yéu t6 quan trong hay khong. Ciing bai t6i
sé khong dén day nhiéu lan.”

Tokiko t6 ra khong thoa man nhwng van cho biét tén tiém an la
Fukusushi.

“Ngay Chu nhat thi c6 ay di su6i nwdc néng véi ban ding khong a?”

“P6 la mot nguwdi ban tr thoi cap ba. Tén no la Saki, nha b6 me con bé
cach day khodng nam phut di bd. Bay gio n6 da ldy chong va chuyén dén
khu Mimami-ku, hinh nhv Ayane goi dién cho n6 vao t6i th Bdy va hai
da quyét dinh di Jouzankei choi.”

Kusanagi vira nhin so tay vira gat dau. Tén ctia ngwoi ban dé la Motooka
Sakiko - thong tin Mamiya c6 dugc t Ayane. Utsumi Kaoru sé ghé qua
cho c6 gai nay khi tr@ veé tir su6i nwdc néong Jouzankei.

“Pay la lan dau tién Ayane vé nha tir khi két hon, vay co ay c6 ké gi vé
anh Mashiba khong a?”

Tokiko nghiéng dau.

“N6 chi ké nhitng chuyén dai loai nhw chéng van ban nhu trirée, lai con
sudt ngay di choi golf.”

“Nghia la c6 ay khong no6i & nha cé chuyén gi dac biét?”
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“Khong. N6i cho ding thi chiing t6i méi bi con bé héi nhiéu. Nao thi sitc
khoe cta ba ra sao, nao thi chuyén vé em trai n6. Phai r6i, né c6 mot em
trai, gio' thang bé dang lam viéc § My.”

“Cho dén gio thi Ayane it vé nha, c6 nghia la 6ng ba cling khng may
khi gdap Mashiba phai khong?”

“Ping vay. Khong lau trwdc dam cwdi, ching t6i c6 dén nha cau
Mashiba choi, dé cting la Ian cudi cung thong tha tro chuyén. Tuy Mashiba
noéi ching toi hdy dén bat c khi nao nhuwng sitc khée 6ng nha toi cling té
nén rot cudc sau dé chwa di dwgce lan nao khac.”

“Hinh nhv minh mé&i gdp cdu ay dugc khoidng bon lan théi nhi?”
Kazunori quay sang noi.

“Pam cudi co vé chong vanh a?”

“Pung day. Ayane cling 30 tudi roi, t6i dang sot rudt mong né sGm tim
dwgc nguwdi phu hgp, thi n6 bat ngd goi dién roi bao tin sap lay chong.”
Tokiko dap.

Theo 10i cdp vg chong gia, Ayane 1én thi do khodng tdm nam truéc.
Nhung c6 ciling khong song & Sapporo suot khoang thoi gian trede dé6 ma
da di du hoc & Anh sau khi t6t nghiép cao dang. Khau ghép vai la sé thich
tir thoi cap ba va thud dé o cling dwgc danh gia cao & mot s6 cudc thi. Tén
tudi c6 vut noi tiéng la nho cudn sach xudt ban sau khi ttv Anh vé nudc,
dwgc cac tin do mon nay hét 1oi khen ngoi.

“N6 rat ham viéc, héi n6 dinh bao gio két hon thi né bao khong cé thoi
gian lam vo ngwoi khac, chinh né mdi can mot c6 vg.”

“Thé v?” Kusanagi kha bat ngd vé nhitng diéu Tokiko noi. “Co dy c6 vé
rat gidi viéc noi trg.”

Kazunori tré méi, xua tay.

“Pau phdi tha cong gidi thi sé lam dwgc nhitng viéc noi trg khac. Hoi
con song & day né co6 bao gio dong vao viéc nha. Ngay ca thdi gian song
mot minh ¢ Tokyo ciing hiém khi chiu ndu nwéng lam.”

“O, that thé a?”
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“Pung ddy,” Tokiko tiép 16i. “T6i vao phong né r6i, chang c6 vé gi la n6
ty ndu nwdng ca. Hinh nhw n6 toan mua may thit nhv com hdp & ctra hang
tién 1gi th6i.”

“Nhung theo 161 ban bé anh Mashiba ké lai thi ho thuwdng xuyén t6 chirc
tiéc tai nha. Co6 Ayane nau an...”

“Chuyén dé la thé nay. Ayane c6 ké vdi t6i. Truwde khi két hon né di hoc
ndu an nén chac tay nghé ciing kha hon. N6 néi riéng véi tdi ddy, ding la
mot khi muon nau an cho nguwdi minh yéu thi mét dita nhw n6 ciing chiu c6
gang.”

“Nguoi quan trong v6i minh xdy ra chuyén nhw vay, chac con bé suy sup
lam.” Kazunori cti xuéng vé dau dén, c6 1é 6ng lai nghi dén tam ly ctia con
gai luc nay.

“Xin hoi, ching t6i c6 thé dén gap con bé khong? Tdéi mubn lam gi do
cho né, gitp no t6 chirc tang 16.”

“Tat nhién la khong van dé gi a. Chi c6 diéu, gio chau chwa thé noi khi
nao di thé méi duwoc tra ve.”

“Vay a.”

“Pé lién lac v6i Ayane sau di.” Kazunori néi véi vo.

ba dat dwgc hau hét muc dich chuyén tham nén Kusanagi xin phép ra veé.
Lic dang x6 giay ¢ sanh nha, anh dé y thay trén cot moc treo quan ao co
treo mot cai ao khoac khau ghép vai. Trong né kha dai, ngwoi binh thwong
mac co thé che dén tan dau goi.

“Con bé lam tr may nam trudc.” Tokiko néi. “Né bdo, mua déng, khi
nao ra ngoai lay bao hodc thw ttr thi ba khoac vao.”

“N6 khong can lam mén loe loet dén mitc nay cling duwgc ma,” tuy noi
vay nhung trong Kazunori rat vui.

“Me ctia 6ng dy bi nga vi trugt chan khi ra ngoai vao mua dong. Do do
ma bi gdy xwong hong. Chac la Ayane nhé chuyén dé nén né c6 dém thém
vao phan hong &o.” Tokiko vita noi vira khoe Kusanagi xem bén trong
chiéc do khodc.
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bung la cdach quan tdm cta c6 dy, Kusanagi nghi.

Sau khi roi khoi nha gia dinh Mita, anh ghé vao quan Fukusushi. Ngoai ctta
treo bién “dang chuan bi” nhung & bén trong, dau bép da so ché do an roi.
Nguwoi dau bép khodang nam muoi tubi dé téc hii cua van nhd gia dinh
Ayane.

“Lau lam méi gap lai Ayane, toi cling thay vui ddo dé. Ca nha ra vé luc
10 gio thi phai. Sao thé? Cé chuyén gi a?”

Khoéng thé ké chi tiét, Kusanagi dap btra cho qua chuyén ré6i roi khoi
quan.

Anh hen véi Utsumi Kaoru ¢ quay ruwgu mot khach san nam canh ga
Sapporo. Bén noi, Kusanagi thay co dang ghi chép gi do.

“Thu hoach dugc gi khong?” Kusanagi ng6i xudng ghé doi dién va hai.

“Phu nhan Ayane dung la c6 ngu lai mot 1t quan & Jouzankei. T6i da hoi
chuyén nhan vién phuc vy, ho néi co dy rat vui vé & do cung ban.”

“Co ban Motooka Sakiko doé...”

“T6i gdp roi.”

“Co gi khac vdi 1oi khai caa phu nhan khong?”

Utsumi Kaoru chép mat roi lac dau.

“Khong. Hau hét déu nhw nhitng gi ¢6 ay da khai.”

“Thay chwa? Phia t6i cling thé. C6 ay khong cé thoi gian dé di Tokyo ro6i
quay tro lai.”

“C0 Motooka n6i da & canh phu nhan Mashiba tit budi trira ngay Cha
nhat. Pén t6i muodn thi phu nhan phét hién c6 tin nhan thoai trén di dong,
chi tiét do ciing la sy that.”

“Thé thi hoan hdo r6i.” Kusanagi dwa vao ghé, nhin gwong mat caa nit
cong an dan em va noi. “Mashiba Ayane khong phai la tha pham. Tuyét déi
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khong thé. Chac c6 khong vui ti nao nhuwng hay nhin vao sy that khach
quan di.”

Utsumi Kaoru ngé 1o anh mat d6 nhu dé tam ngung cau chuyén roi lai
md& to mat nhin Kusanagi.

“T6i thay c6 vai diém trong 101 ké cia Motooka.”

“La gi?”

“Motooka lau lam r6i maGi gap lai phu nhan Mashiba. ft nhat ho chua gap
lai tir khi c6 dy 1ay chong.”

“B0 me c0 dy cling noi thé.”

“An twong da khac. Trudc ddy co &y rat sdi ndi con gio thi hoan toan
tram tinh. Tréng c6 ay c6 vé ciing khong duwgc khoe.”

“Thé thi sao?” Kusanagi noi. “Ro rang la cé nhiéu kha nang phu nhan
Mashiba da phat hién viéc chong minh ngoai tinh. Lan tr¢ vé qué nay cé
thé 1a mGt chuyén di giai téda tam ly. Nhung c6 mudn néi gi? Doi tredng da
bdo ro6i day. Ching ta dén day dé xac minh chitng cit ngoai pham cta co Ay.
Va n6 hoan hdo. Thé chwa dwgc hay sao?”

“Con mot diéu nita.” Utsumi Kaoru noi, biéu cdm khong doi. “Co ay
thdy phu nhan bat nguon dién thoai vai lan. Bat mdy, roi kiém tra tin nhan
va tin nhan thoai. Xac nhan xong lai tat nguon ngay 1ap tirc.”

“Chac la tiét kiém pin. Chuyén dé binh thuwong ma.”

“Co6 chac khong?”

“Con nghi dugc gi khac nita?”

“Co6 khi nao c6 ay biét trwdc sé co6 lién lac tir ai d6 khong? Chinh xac
hon, la mudn tranh phai tryc tiép nhan cudc goi dy. Sau khi ndm ro tinh
hinh qua tin nhan thoai r6i m@&i cha dong lién lac. Vi mudn lam nhw vay
nén mai tat nguon dién thoai.”

Kusanagi lac dau. Co canh sat tré nay tuy dau 6c thong minh nhung hét
stfc ngoan co.

Anh nhin xu6ng dong ho r6i ditng day.

“Pi th6éi. Muon gio 1én may bay r6i.”
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Vira budc vao toa nha da thay mat lanh gét chan. Tuy dang di giay thé thao
nhung c6 van nghe tiéng budc chan vang 1én rat rdo. Ct nhw thé tat ca cac
can phong déu khong c6 nguoi.

Leo lén cau thang c6 méi thady c6 ngwoi di nguwgce chiéu véi minh. Mot
thanh nién deo kinh can. Anh ta nhin Utsumi Kaoru, cé vé kha ngac nhién.
Co 1€ vi hiém khi thay phu nit la mat buwéc vao toa nha nay.

Lan tredc co6 dén day da cach vai thang. Khong 1au sau khi dugc diéu vé
t0 diéu tra s6 1. Trong khi diéu tra vu an, c6 can gidi quyét mot thu doan
danh Itra vé vat ly nén da tGi day dé xin 1oi khuyén. Vira nhé lai chuyén lic
ay, cO vira tién vé can phong co can dén.

Phong nghién cttu s6 13 nam & dung vi tri trong tri nhé cia Kaoru. Ciling
giong nhu lan tredc, trén cira phong c6 treo tdm bang cho biét nhitng nguoi
thudc phong nghién cttu hién dang ¢ dau. Bén canh cai tén Yukawa, vién
nam cham mau dé gan vao 6 “dang & trong phong”. Thay vay, co thé phao.
Co6 vé anh khong quén céi hen vdi co. Phu ta va cac hoc tro déu da 1én 16p
nghe giang. Diéu nay cang lam c6 yén tam. Néu c6 thé thi c6 khéng mudn
ai khac nghe chuyeén.

Vira go ctra da cé tiéng “vang” dap lai nén c6 ditng chd, nhung dgi mai
khong thay ctra maé.

“That ti€c nhung khéng phdi ctra ty dong dau,” ti€éng ndi ti bén trong
vong ra.

Kaoru ty m@& canh ctra, thiy tredc mat tdm lung ctia mot nguwdi mac ao
coc tay mau den. Truéc mdt ngwoi dé la man hinh may tinh ¢@ 16n. Trén
man hinh dang chiéu hinh anh cta thi¢ gi d6 két hgp tir nhitng khoi cau 16n
nho.

“Xin 16i, c6 bat gitp cong tac may pha ca phé & canh bon rira dwgc
khong? Nwdc va ca phé toi dé san trong d6 r6i,” chd nhan cua cai lung néi.

Bon rira nam ngay phia tay phai khi buéc vao phong. Bung 1a c6 chiéc
may pha ca phé ¢ d6. May c6 vé con mdi. Kaoru bat cong tac, phit choc da
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nghe tiéng nuwéc reo.

“Toi twong anh thich ca phé hoa tan?” Kaoru nai.

“T6i thang & hdi thi cau 16ng va phan thuwéng la may pha ca phé. Bang
nao ciing c6 roi thi dung thtr, khong ngo lai rat tién. Hon nita gia thanh tinh
cho moi coc ciing ré.”

“Gia minh dung n6 s6m hon thi tot biét may a?”

“Chuyén do thi khong. Cai may dé c6 khuyét diém 16n.”

“G1 thé?”

“No6 khong tao duwgc vi cua ca phé hoa tan,” vira néi anh vira go ban
phim. Yukawa Manabu, chi nhan ctia can phong, xoay chiéc ghé va quay
vé phia Kaoru. “Da quen véi cong viéc ¢ to diéu tra s6 1 chwa?”

“Mot chut.”

“Thé a. Tot day chir. Tuy vay, toi van gilt nguyén quan diém: quen vGi
nghé canh sat hinh sy cling c6 nghia la ti ttr danh mat nhan tinh.”

“Anh cling n6i y hét nhv vay vai Kusanagi a?”

“T6i ndi nhiéu lan dy. Chac anh ta chang hé dao dong dau.” Yukawa
quay lai nhin man hinh may tinh, ddt tay 1én con chudt.

“Pé la gi vay?”

“Cai nay a? Cau tao tinh thé caa ferrite dwgc mo hinh héa.”

“Ferrite... nam cham a?”

Nha vat Iy hoc mé to doi mat phia sau cap kinh nhin Kaoru.

“Co0 biét ro0 nhi. Chinh xac thi n6 dwoc goi la vat liéu tr tinh, nhung thé
la gidi r6i.”

“T6i doc ¢ cudn sach nao dé. DPai loai la né duwgc st dung cho dau tw.”

“Muobn cho Kusanagi nghe qua.” Yukawa tat man hinh r6i quay lai nhin
Kaoru. “Truwdc hét c6 tra 16i cau hoi cuaa t6i nhé. Tai sao phai gitt bi mat vdi
Kusanagi chuyén c6 dén day?”

“Pé gidi thich chuyén dé thi t6i phdi ké vé vu an tredc da.”

Yukawa cham rai lac dau.
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“Lan nay, t6i da t chdi gdp khi néi chuyén véi c6 qua dién thoai. Toi
khong con muén dinh dang dén viéc diéu tra cia canh sat hinh sy nita. Vi
thé cai lam t6i muén gap chinh la may chit gii*-bi-mat-vGi-Kusanagi. Tai
sao lai phdi gidu anh ta? T6i mudn biét nén madi danh thdi gian cho c¢d nhw
thé nay. Vi thé tredc hét t6i mudn nghe 1y do d6. Toi cling phéi néi luon,
viéc cé nghe vé vu an hay khong thi dé to6i quyét dinh sau.” Yukawa lanh
nhat noi.

Nhin khuén mat anh, Utsumi tham héi khong hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra.
Theo 10i Kusanagi ké thi anh ta tirng tich cuwc hgp tac, ho trg cong tac diéu
tra. Song sau mot vu an, quan hé vdi Kusanagi da tré nén xa cach, con do la
vu an nhu thé nao thi Kaoru khéng duoc biét.

“Nhung rat kho giai thich sy tinh ma lai khong ké vé vu an.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Canh sat hinh sy cac ¢6 cé cho doéi phuwong biét
chi tiét vu an khi tham van ho khéng? Vira lam mu m¢& nhitng diém quan
trong, vira khai thdc dwgc nhitng gi minh muoén biét khong phai la s@
trrong cia c6 hay sao? Chi can ap dung ky thuat ay la dwgc. Nao, c6 mau
néi di. C¢ chan chtr thi sinh vién sé quay lai ddy.”

Trudc giong diéu day vé ché nhao, Utsumi bat giac té ra kho chiu. Co
bong mudn lam cho nha khoa hoc c6 vé diém tinh nay boi r6i mét chuit.

“Sao vay?” Anh ta nhiu may. “Khong c6 hing tro chuyén?”

“Khong phai vay.”

“Thé thi mau l1én. T6i thwe sy khong cé thoi gian dau.”

“Anh Kusanagi,” c6 tiép tuc nhin cham cham vao déi mat Yukawa.
“Pang yéu.”

“Ha?”

Anh nhin sic bén bién mat trong d6i mit Yukawa. Nhw mot cau bé lac
dwong, diém nhin cling tré nén mo ho. Anh tiép tuc nhin Kaoru bang doi
mat 4y.

“Sao co?”

“Yéu.” Co6 nhac lai. “Anh Kusanagi dang yéu.”
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Yukawa cti dau, chinh cdp kinh r6i lai nhin Kaoru, &nh mat gio da day
canh giac.

“Ai?” anh hoi.

“Ké tinh nghi.” Kaoru dap. “Anh dy dang yéu ké tinh nghi ctia vu an lan
nay. Vi thé anh ay nhin nhén vu an t* géc do hoan toan khac vaéi t6i. D6 la
1y do t6i khong mudn cho Kusanagi biét viéc minh dén day.”

“Tém lai, viéc toi cho c6 10i khuyén nao dé cé thé lai la diéu ma anh ta
khong mong doi?”

“Pung la nhw vay.” Kaoru gat dau.

Yukawa khoanh tay, nham mat lai. Anh nga minh vao lung ghé r6i thé
hat ra.

“T6i da danh gia thap co r6i. Toi dinh sé nhanh chéng madi co6 vé bat ké
c6 noéi gi nhung khong thé ngo lai c6 chuyén nhw vay. Yéu a? Hon nita con
la Kusanagi!”

“T6i ndi vé vu an dugc chwa?” Kaoru vira n6i vira nhdm nhap cam giac
chién thang.

“Dgi mot chut. Udng ca phé trudc da. Néu khong 14y lai binh tinh thi t6i
kho c6 thé tap trung lang nghe.”

Yukawa ditng day, rot ca phé vao hai chiéc cdc.

“Pung la vira hay.” Kaoru nhan lay mot coc va noi.

“Sao nao?”

“B@i vi, vu an trung khép vai viéc vira uéng ca phé vira tro chuyén. Vu
an bat dau tr ca phé.”

“Hoa trong giac mo ciing c6 khi n@ tiv mot tach ca phé... hinh nhw ngay
Xtra tirng cé bai hat nhw vay. Nao, ké cho t6i nghe di.” Yukawa tira vao ghé,
hép tirng ngum ca phe.

Kaoru ké tuan ty nhitng viéc da sang t6 vé vu sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka.
Tuy tiét 16 noi dung diéu tra cho nguwdi ngoai la vi pham nguyén tac nhung
Kusanagi titng n6i Yukawa sé khong chiu hgp tac néu khong lam nhw vay.
Quan trong hon, ban than Kaoru tin twéng nhan vat nay.
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Nghe hét cau chuyén thi Yukawa ciing uong hét ca phé, anh dam dam
nhin vao day chiéc coc da can.

“Tém lai la thé nay nhi. C6 nghi ngd nguwoi vg cuia nan nhan, con
Kusanagi dang yéu c6 ta nén khong thé dwa ra phan doan cong bang.”

“Dung chit ‘yéu’ la téi néi hoi qua. Vi muén thu hit sy quan tdm cia anh
nén toi da lya chon tir ngit gdy an twong. Nhung, t6i tin rang anh Kusanagi
thue sw c6 nhitng cam xuc dac biét. Phan nao thi anh ay cting khac so véi
moi khi.”

“T6i sé khong hoi vi sao ¢o cé thé khang dinh diéu dé. Vi toi cha treong
tin twdng vao trie giac cua phu ntt trong nhitng chuyén nhw vay.”

“Cam on anh.”

Yukawa nhiu may, dat coc ca phé 1én mat ban.

“Nhung trong pham vi 16i ké cuaa co, t6i cling khong nghi rang Kusanagi
suy nghi thién léch dén vay. Mashiba Ayane... tén nhw thé nhi, chitng c&
ngoai pham cua nguoi phu nit dé dung la hoan hédo.”

“Néu la hanh vi pham tdi c6 st dung hung khi tryee ti€p nhw dao hay sting
thi khong noi lam gi, nhung trong vu an nay lai la thuéc doc. Téi nghi co
thé chuan bi trwdc khi vu an xay ra.”

“Y c6 khong phai 1a nho tdi suy nghi vé cai sy chudn bi d6 dau nhi?”

Kaoru im lang vi bi néi tring tim den. Qua nhién, nha vat 1y hoc nhéch
moi.

“Co6 vé nhu c6 hiéu nham, nhung vat 1y khong phai 1a tro do thuat.”

“Nhung dén gio thay da nhiéu lan gidi dwgc nhitng muwu meo giong nhw
ao thuat ma.”

“Tro bip bop cta t6i pham va ao thuat la khac nhau. C6 biét sy khac biét
ay khong?” Thay Kaoru lac dau, Yukawa beén tiép tuc. “Pwong nhién cai
nao cting c6 manh 16i. Nhung cach xt ly ching thi hoan toan khac nhau.
Trong &o thuat, khi man trinh dién két thic thi khach xem cling mat lu6n co
h6i nhin ra méanh 16i ay. Nhung vdi tro bip cia toi pham thi doi diéu tra cé
kha nang nghién citu hién treong pham tdi cho dén khi hiéu rd tit ca. Néu
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c6 su chuan bi nao dé thi nhat dinh sé dé lai ddu vét. Viéc budc phai x6a
sach hoan toan ddu vét chinh la diém kho nhat trong tht doan ctia ké pham
t0i.”

“Trong vu an nay, khong cé kha nang cac dau vét duwgce xda di mot cach
tai tinh a?”

“Tw nhitng gi c6 ké lai thi t6i budc phéi néi kha nang dé kha thap. Tén
c6 tinh nhan la gi ay nhi?”

“Wakayama Hiromi.”

“Co0 gai xac nhan da uéng ca phé cung nan nhan ding khong? Nguwdi pha
ca phé hinh nhu ciing la c6 ta. Néu c6 su chuan bi triedc thi tai sao lic dy lai
khong xdy ra chuyén gi? B6 la diém ky la nhat. Khi ndy c¢6 c6 mét suy luan
that thd vi. Ay 1a tha doan dwa sin chat doc cho nan nhan va néi ring né
khién ca phé ngon hon. Néu do la tht doan trong phim trinh tham thi ciing
khong té nhwng khong thé l1a phwong thitc ma t6i pham lwa chon trong thuc
té.”

“C6 chac khong?”

“Thr twong twgng minh la tha pham di. Néu dwa chat doc va néi nhitng
cau ay r6i anh ta st dung & dau d6 bén ngoai thi chuyén gi sé xay ra? Gia
stf anh ta @ bén ai d6 va noi cai nay duwgc vg dwa cho réi bo vao ca phé thi
sao?”

Kaoru can moi. PBiéu cd vira dwgc nghe qua that rat ding. Sy that 1a co
chi khong thé gat di suy luan ay ma thoi.

“Néu cho rang phu nhan la tha pham thi c6 ta phéi dung dén phuong
thitc x¢ ly dwoc it nhat ba tré ngai.” Yukawa gio 1én ba ngon tay. “Thi
nhat, chat doc khong bi phat gidc. Néu khong thi viéc tao chitng c ngoai
pham chang con y nghia. Thi hai, ngwdi uong chat doc do nhat dinh phai la
Mashiba. Gia st c6é kéo theo ca c6 tinh nhan di nita, néu khong thé sat hai
Mashiba thi v0 nghia. Cudi cung, bat budc phai thuc hién dwgce cach thirc
ay trong thoi gian ngan. Pém trwdc khi di Hokkaido, & ngdi nha do cé tiéc
diung khong? Néu cho chat doc vao thit gi dé ¢ thoi diém 4dy thi cé nguy co
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ngwoi khac sé tré thanh nan nhan. Vi vay toi nghi tha doan phai dugc tién
hanh sau do6.”

Sau khi tuon mot trang khong ngirng, anh gio rong hai canh tay.

“Tdi dau hang. Khong thé nghi ra dugc thi doan ndo nhu vay. it nhat 1a
vGi t6i.”

“May tré ngai do khé dén thé kia a?”

“Vai toi thi thye sy kho day. Pac biét 1a trd ngai dau tién that sy khong
dé dé vugt qua. Cho rang phu nhan khong phai la tht pham con hgp ly
hon.”

Kaoru thd dai. Co6 cam thay, néu nhan vat nay ma khang dinh chac chan
nhw vay thi c6 1€ 1a khong thé lam dugc that.

Pung lic 4y di dong do chuong. Co nhin Yukawa di pha lwot ca phé maéi
va bat may.

“Pang ¢ dau day?” Giong noi ctia Kusanagi vang lén. Ngit diéu c6 phan
tho 16.

“T6i di lay thong tin & hiéu thu6c. T6i dwgc 1énh tim hiéu cach thitc mua
thach tin. Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Bén giam dinh lam ro6i. Chat doc da duwoc phat hién & cho khac ngoai ca
phe.”

Kaoru nam chat dién thoai. “Tim dwgc & dau thé?”

“Am nudc. Cai am dun nudc dy.”

“Cai do a?”

“C6 cd mot lwgng 16n nén c6d vé khong sai dau. Gio sé yéu cau
Wakayama Hiromi hgp tac diéu tra.”

“Co &y u?”

“Trén am nuwdc c6 dau van tay cta co ta.”

“Piéu do la dwong nhién. Co ay no6i sang Chu nhat c6 pha ca phé ma.”

“T6i biét. Thé thi c6 ta mdi c6 co hoi dé ha doc.”

“Chi thay ddu van tay cuda c6 ay théi a?”

“T4t nhién la ca dau van tay ctia nan nhan nita.”
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“Phu nhan thi sao? C6 lwu dau van tay khong?” Cé thé nghe 1o tiéng thd
dai cta Kusanagi.

“Vi la chd nhan can nha nén cling c6 mot doi vét Iwu lai. Tuy nhién,
nguwoi cudi cung cham vao né khéng phdi la phu nhan. Xac dinh dugc tw
tinh trang chong chéo cia cac diu van tay. Vi lai, dwong nhu cling khong
c6 dau vét cho thay ai d6 da deo gang tay r6i dong téi cai am.”

“T6i dugc hoc 1a dau vét cta gang tay thi chac chan khong sot lai.”

“Biét roi. Chuyén do t6i biét. Du sao di nita, xét tr hoan canh ma noi,
ngoai Wakayama Hiromi thi khong ai c6 thé ha doc. Sé tién hanh 1ay cung
@ tru s@ chinh nén c6 vé mau di.”

Toi biét roi, dién thoai ngat tredc khi Kaoru kip néi hét cau.

“Co tién trién ding khong?” Yukawa héi, anh vira ditng vira uéng ca phé.

Kaoru ké lai n6i dung cudc dién thoai. Anh tiép tuc uéng ca phé va nghe
co ké, khong thé hién phan t@ng gi.

“Tim thay ¢ am nuwdc a? Piém nay c6 vé bat ngd nhi.”

“Pung la co6 1é toi da nghi hoi qua. Sang Chu nhat, Wakayama Hiromi
diung cung chiéc &m do6 pha ca phé va uong vdi nan nhan. Tém lai, thoi
diém do thi chat doc chwa dwgc tron vao ca phé. Hanh vi pham t6i khong
thé la cia Mashiba Ayane duogc.”

“Hon nita, chuan bi trwéc chat doc vao am nuwdc chang lgi gi cho phu
nhan. Ciing chang thanh tha doan gi hét.”

Kaoru nghiéng dau, c6 chwa hiéu y anh.

“Co vtra khang dinh phu nhan khong c6 kha nang thuc hién hanh vi
pham phép, nhung d6 1a vi cé nguoi da dung cai am trude khi vu an xay ra.
Néu khong cé ngudi dé thi sao? Canh séat sé cho rang phu nhan ciing c6 co
h6i dé tron chat doc ding khong? Tém lai la doi vdi c6 ta, viéc mat cong
chuén bi bang chitng ngoai pham chang dé lam gi ca.”

“A... qua ding nhw vay.” Kaoru khoanh tay, dau cidi xudng. “Ttc 1a, c6
thé nao thi Mashiba Ayane ciing duwgc loai triv khoi doi twgng tinh nghi
nhi.”
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Nhung véi cau hoi nay, Yukawa khong tra 10i ma chi dam dam nhin
Kaoru.

“Vay tiép theo co6 dinh chuyén sang huéng nao? Néu khong coi phu nhan
la tha pham nita thi sau day sé giong nhu Kusanagi, nghi ngd co tinh
nhan?”

Kaoru lac dau.

“T6i khong nghi vay.”

“Co6 vé t tin nhi. C6 c6 thé cho t6i biét can cit vao dau khéng? Khong 1é
ly do 1a c6 ta khong thé giét ngwoi dan 6ng minh yéu?” Yukawa ngoi 1én
ghé, bat chan chit ngil.

Kaoru thay hoang mang trong long. Bé&i vi, cd qua that dinh néi nhw vay.
Co khong c6 bat ¢t can c cu thé nao khac.

Tuy vay, trong khi quan sat Yukawa, c6 c6 cam giac anh cling cho rang
Wakayama Hiromi khong phai 1a tha pham, hon nita c6é thé con cé can c@
rd rang. Anh chi nghe vé vu 4n qua 16i ké cua c6. Liéu cé dau hiéu nao do6
dé xac nhan rang Wakayama Hiromi khong bo chat doc vao am nuwéc hay
khong?

A! C6 ngang mat lén.

“Sao vay?”

“Rira dm nuwdc.”

“Gl co?”

“Néu c6 ay bé chat doc vao am nuwdc thi da rira né trwdc khi canh sat
dén. Nguoi phat hién ra thi thé 1a c6 &y ma. Du thé nao ciling dv thoi gian.”

Yukawa gat dau vé hai long.

“Pung thé. Thém nita, néu c6 ta la tha pham thi khong chi riva moi cai
am ma sé x1t ly ca cho bot ca phé hay gidy loc da st dung ludn ay chit. Sau
d6 sé dé lai bén thi thé tii ni-long hodc thit gi d6 c6 chira chat doc. Nguy
trang cho ra vé ty sat.”

“Cam on anh.” Kaoru gat dau. “That may la t6i da dén day. Lam phién
anh roi.”
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Khi c6 quay ra ctra thi Yukawa goi lai, “Dgi da.”

“Chac ciling kho dé t6i c6 thé quan sat hién trwedng nén néu c6 anh thi
tot.”

“Anh kiéu gi a?”

“Anh chup can bép cé ca phé bi tron thudc doc. Ngoai ra toi ciing muén
xem anh nhitng coc chén hay &m nwéc dwoc thu giir.”

Kaoru mé to mat. “Anh dong y giip t6i?”

Yukawa nhan mat va gai dau.

“Luc ranh roi dong ndo moét chit cling dugec. Pé xem mot ngwoi &
Hokkaido c6 kha nang ha doc mot ngwoi ¢ Tokyo hay khong.”

Kaoru bat gidc mim cwdi. Co m@ tui deo vai, 1ay ra mét tap ho so.

”Xin moi.”

“Pay la?”

“Moén hang anh dat day. Sang nay toi da chup lai.”

Yukawa khé liéc qua tap tai liéu.

“Néu gidi duwgc bi an thi c6 thé 1y ludn thu doan dé lam bai hoc.” Anh
néi v4i vé hai hwdc. “Tat nhién la danh cho Kusanagi.”
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Kusanagi goi dién thoai cho Wakayama Hiromi thi dwgc biét c6 dang &
Daikanyama. C6 1€ c6 gio hoc khau ghép vai cia Mashiba Ayane.

Leo lén chiéc xe do Kishitani cam 14i, ho hwéng vé Daikanyama. Toa
chung cuw mau trang 6p gach nam gitta khu kién tric xa hoa. Cira ra vao
khong phdi loai ty dong khoa, that hiém thay & thoi budi nay. Hai nguoi
bwdc vao thang mady, di 1én tang ba. Trwdc cira can phong s6 305 cé gan
tam bién dé chi* “Anzu House”.

Vtra nhan chuéng goi thi cita mé ra. C6 thé thady gwong mat day bat an
cua Wakayama Hiromi.

“Xin 16i vi lam phién du c6 dang ban.” Kusanagi buwdc vao. “Thuc ra
thi,” vira ditt 10i mao dau, anh dirng lai vi thdy Mashiba Ayane & cudi can
phong.

“Cac anh c6 phat hién gi a?” Ayane lai gan.

“Co cling ¢ day a?”

“Chung t6i dang trao doi vé ké hoach tredc mat. Nhung co6 viéc gi can
dén Hiromi thé a? T6i twédng khong c6 gi can héi co ay nita.”

Cau hoi nhe nhang nhung ro rang c6 ham y trach moc Kusanagi. Bi nhin
dam dam bdi &nh mat u budn dy, anh chgt thay ngai ngan.

“Tinh hinh cé chit tién trién,” Kusanagi quay sang phia Wakayama
Hiromi. “Gi0 c6 c6 thé di cung ching t6i vé co quan khéng?”

Mat Wakayama Hiromi m@ to. Co lién tuc chép mat.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Nguoi hoi la Ayane. “Tai sao c6 ay lai phai di theo
cong an?”

“Piéu do thi t6i khong thé néi & day bay gio dugc... Co6 Wakayama, ¢
c6 thé di cung ding khong? DPung lo. Ching t6i khong dén day bang xe
cong an dau.”

Wakayama Hiromi yéu &t nhin Ayane r6i quay lai gat dau véi Kusanagi.

“T6i hiéu roi. Nhung toi cé thé vé ngay phai khong?”
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“Néu van dé duoc giai quyét.”

“Vang, toi sé stra soan di ngay.”

Wakayama Hiromi thodng bién mat & cu6i phong r6i nhanh chéng quay
lai v6i 4o khoac va tdi xach trén tay. Trong lic dy Kusanagi khong thé nhin
vé phia Ayane. Nhw moi khi anh van c6 cdm gidc minh bi quan sét.

Pugc Kishitani moi di trudc, Wakayama Hiromi budc ra khoi phong.
Kusanagi dang dinh budc theo thi tay anh bi Ayane git lai. “Dgi mot chut.”
Luc tay manh dén bat ngo.

“Hiromi bi nghi ngo a? Khong thé nao, khong thé c6 chuyén dy dung
khong?”

Kusanagi thay kho xt. Kishitani dang chd bén ngoai canh ctra.

“Cau di trudc di.” Kusanagi néi roi tam thoi dong ctra, quay lai nhin
Ayane.

“A... Toi xin 16i.” C6 budng canh tay. “Nhwng, nhat dinh khong thé co6
chuyén c6 ay la thu pham dwgc. Néu nghi ngd c6 dy thi d6 la sy nham lan
khong thé chap nhan.”

“Chung t6i can xem xét tat ca cac kha nang.”

Ayane diit khoét lac dau.

“Khé nang dé la con s6 khong. C6 ay chac chan khong giét chong toi.
Cong an cac anh phai hiéu r6 diéu dé chi.”

“V1 sao?”

“Ba@i vi, anh biét ding khong? Vé méi quan hé gitta c6 bé va chong toi.”

Kusanagi boi rdi vi qua bat ngo.

“Co0 biét roi a?”

“Hbm trudc toi néi chuyén véi Hiromi vé viéc d6. T6i gang hoi c6 ay vé
moi quan hé vdi chong minh. Va c6 dy da thang than thtra nhan.”

Ayane bat dau ké chi tiét vé cudc déi thoai Iic dy. N6i dung cta n6 lam
Kusanagi phdi nin thé nhung diéu lam anh ngac nhién hon ca la du cé
chuyén nhu thé xdy ra, hom nay, trong can phong nay, hai ngudi van c6 thé
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trao d6i vé cong viéc. C6 thé vi nguwoi chong da qua doi nhung Kusanagi
thue s khong hiéu noi tdm ly ctia hai ngwdi phu nit nay.

“T6i tré vé Sapporo la vi bi dé nghi chia tay ma con tiép tuc & ng6i nha
ay thi sé rat kho s@. Xin 16i anh vi dd néi d6i.” Ayane cti dau. “Chinh vi
vay, c6 bé khong c6 mot 1y do nao dé giét chong tbi cad. Xin dirng nghi ngo
co ay.”

Kusanagi kh6 xt* nhin ngwoi phu nit dang khan cau. Anh tw hoi, C6 cé
thé thdt long bdo vé cho nguoi phu nit da cuép chéng minh dén mirc nay
hay sao?

“T6i hiéu rd nhitng gi ¢6 vira n6i. Co6 diéu ching t6i khong thé phan
doan dva trén cam tinh dwgc. Chung t6i phai gidi quyét mot cach khach
quan dva vao vat chitng cu thé.”

“Vat chitng? Y anh 1a c6 vat chitng minh Hiromi 1a tha pham a?” Anh
mat Ayane tré nén dit doi.

Kusanagi thd dai tram ngdm. Anh ngam nhan dinh, du cé néi ra can c@
nghi ngd Wakayama Hiromi cling khong gay tré ngai gi cho qua trinh diéu
tra tiép theo.

“Cach thitc ha doc da ro rang roi.” Kusanagi cho Ayane biét chat doc
duwge tim thdy trong am nuwdc cua gia dinh Mashiba va khéng xac nhan
duwgc ai khac ngoai Wayakama Hiromi ghé dén nha Mashiba vao ngay xdy
ra vu an.”

“T &m nuwdc ay... That vay a?”

“Cling chwa phai la chitng ¢t c6 tinh tuyét déi. Nhuwng ngudi c6 kha
nang ha doc chi c6 thé 1a c6 Wayakama nén bat budc phai nghi ngo c6 ay.”

“Nhung...” Ayane dirng lai nhw khong thé tiép tuc.

“T6i dang vO0i nén danh xin phép.” Kusanagi gat dau, roi khoi can phong.

Ngay sau khi ho dwa Wakayama Hiromi vé dén tru s¢ cong an thanh pho,
Mamiya khan trwong tién hanh tham van & phong lay cung. Thong thuwong
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viéc tham van dwgc thwe hién tai Meguro noi thanh 1ap t6 diéu tra nhung
lan nay Mamiya yéu cau tién hanh & cong an thanh pho. Co 1é 6ng doan
nhiéu kha nang Wakayama Hiromi sé ti thd. Néu co6 ta tw thd, ho sé xin
lénh bat r6i mdi dwa vé tru s& cong an Meguro. Nhu vay c6 thé tao an
twong voi gidi truyén thong bang hinh anh bat gitr r6i dan giai t6i pham.

Kusanagi vira ngbéi vao ghé€ cta minh véi két qua diéu tra trén tay thi
Utsumi Kaoru quay vé. Cau dau tién c6 néi la 10i khang dinh Wakayama
Hiromi khong phai tha pham.

Kusanagi chan nan khi nghe can c cua c6. Khong phai vi dé la ly 1€ vo
gia tri. Ngwoc lai. Néu Wakayama Hiromi la tha pham thi c6 dé mdc am
nwdc nhw vay sau khi phat hién thi thé hay khong? Mot gia thuyét cé sirc
thuyét phuc.

“Vay thi, ngoai co ta, ké nao da ha doc? T6i ndi ludén, khong thé la
Mashiba Ayane.”

“Ké nao thi khong rd. Chi c6 thé néi dé la nguwdi da vao nha Mashiba sau
khi Wakayama Hiromi roi khoi dé vao sang Chu nhat.”

Kusanagi lac dau.

“Khong c6 ai nhr vay cd. Hom dd, Mashiba Yoshitaka & mot minh suo6t
ca ngay.”

“Ciling c6 thé chiung ta chi chwa tim ra théi. Du sao thi viéc diéu tra
Wakayama Hiromi la vo nghia. Khong nhitng vo nghia ma lam khong khéo
con thanh ra vi pham nhan quyén.”

Thai d6 ctia c6 manh mé hon han ngay thwong lam Kusanagi thoang nao
ning. Pung luc ay, dién thoai di dong trong thi 4o cia anh d6 chudng.

Khoéng hiéu sao anh lai thdy minh vira dwgc citu thua, Kusanagi nhin
xuong dién thoai va bat ngd. Nguwoi goi la Mashiba Ayane.

“Xin 16i vi goi dén khi anh dang lam viéc. Nhung t6i c6 chuyén nhat
dinh muon néi nén...”

“Chuyén gi vay?” Kusanagi nam chat chiéc dién thoai.
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“Veé viéc chat doc dugce tim thdy trong am dun nuwdc, to6i nghi khong nhat
thiét phai la ai d6 da bé doc vao chiéc am.”

Kusanagi bdi roi, chac chan cudc goi nham xin cho Wakayama Hiromi
som duoc tha ve.

“V1 sa0?”

“Piéu nay co 1€ td6i nén nbéi sdém hon méi phai. Chong t6i la nguwdi vo
cung quan tam dén sttc khéde, rat hiém khi anh 4y udng nwdc may tryc tiép.
Khi ndu nwéng luon st dung nwdc tir thiét bi loc. Udng truc tiép chi ¢
nwdc dong chai théi. Khi pha ca phé, anh dy cling bao t6i st dung nuwéc
déng chai. Vi thé khi tw pha ca phé, t6i tin anh dy cling lam nhw vay.”

Anh hiéu ra diéu c6 muén noi.

“Y c6 1a chat doc duge bo vao nude dong chai a?”

Duong nhuw nghe dwoc tiéng Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru dang ng6i bén
canh ruén mot bén 10ng may.

“T6i nghi co thé xét téi kha nang ay. Vi vay, that la néu chi nghi ngd mot
minh Hiromi. Bé&i vi néu chat doc dugc hoa vao nwdc dong chai thi nguoi
khac cfing c6 co hoi lam diéu d6.”

“Co vé dung nhung...”

“Vi du nhu...” Mashiba Ayane tiép tuc. “Ngay cé toi cling c6 kha nang
thue hién.”
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11

Thoi diém Kaoru duwa Wakayama Hiromi roi tru s cong an vé nha riéng
bang 6 t6 la hon 8 gio t6i mét chit. Hiromi da & phong tham van khoang
hai tiéng dong ho. V6i nguwdi chiu trach nhiém tham van la Mamiya thi thoi
gian nhu vay ro rang qua ngan so v6i dv kién.

Ly do két thic s6m hién nhién la dnh hwdng 16n tir cudc dién thoai cta
Mashiba Ayane. Theo 16i c6, chong c6 Mashiba Yoshitaka yéu cau nhat
dinh phai dung nwéc dong chai khi pha ca phé. Néu cau chuyén do la that
thi nguoi c6 kha nang chuan bi chat doc khéng chi c6 minh Wakayama
Hiromi. Chi can pha san vao nuéc trude dé la duoc.

Trudc mot Hiromi vira khoc vira khang khang phu nhan minh khong
pham t0i, Mamiya dwong nhu cling khong nghi ra cach don ép nao hiéu qua
nén danh mién cudng dong y khi Kaoru dé nghi treéc mat hom nay cit dé
Hiromi ra vé.

Ngoi bén ghé phu, Hiromi im lim. Kaoru dé dang hinh dung dwgc tinh
than c6 gai dang v6 cung réu ra. Bi canh sat hinh sy chat van vGi vé uy
hiép, ngay ca dan 6ng ciing c6 khi r6i loan bdi néi s¢ hai va titc gian do bi
don ép. Cé 1é co6 can thém chut thoi gian dé on dinh cdm xic dang dang
trao dén mirc bat khoc. Khéng, du co binh tinh tré Igi thi chdc ¢ dy cling
khéng chu déng bat chuyén truéc, Kaoru nghi. Da biét 1a dang bi nghi ngo
minh thi chac chan sé khong cé thién cdAm ngay ca v@i nit cong an dwra minh
vé nha.

Bat ngd Hiromi ldy dién thoai di dong ra. Hinh nhw c6 cudc goi dén.

Ving, co khé dap.

“... Két thuc dugc mot lic réi a. Bay gio em dang trén dwong vé bang 6
t0... Khong, chi cong an dwa em vé... Khong, khong phai cong an Meguro,
em Vé tir cong an thanh phd, chac mat mét luc nita... Vang, em cam on
c0.” Hiromi ngat may.

Kaoru diéu chinh hoi thé roi cat 10i.

“C06 Mashiba Ayane goi a?”
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Nguwoi Hiromi nhu cirng do lai khi dugce hoi.

“Pung thé, viéc d6 c6 sao khong?”

“Lic ndy Kusanagi cling nhan dwgc dién thoai cia c6 dy. Co vé rat lo
lang cho co.”

“Vay a.”

“Hai ngudi da néi chuyén veé viéc ctia c6 vdi Mashiba Yoshitaka r6i phai
khong?”

“Sao c06 biét chuyén d6?”

“Kusanagi nghe Ayane ké lai. Lic c6 bi dwa dén tru s@ cong an.”

Kaoru liéc nhanh sang vi thdy Hiromi im ling. Anh mét c6 huéng xuéng
day u buon. Co 1é vi dé khong phdi la chuyén vui vé gi khi bi ngudi khac
biét.

“No6i thé nay tuy hoi that thé nhuwng c6 mot diéu t6i thay rat ky la.
Thwong thi, mau thuan la dwong nhién, nhing hai nguwoi c6 vé khong anh
hwéng gi, van than thiét nhw trueée.”

“Viéc do... toi nghi la vi anh Mashiba da qua doi.”

“Keé ca nhu vay, d6 van la cam xuc ty nhién ma.”

“Co0 noi dung,” Hiromi ndi sau mot thoang im lang. Co6 thwra nhan chinh
minh cling khéng thé giai thich dwgc m6i quan hé nhay cam hién tai.

“T6i 6 hai, ba diéu muén hoi, khong biét cé dugc khéng?”

Co thé nghe 10 tiéng thé dai ctia Hiromi.

“Van con chuyén gi nita?” C6 dap vdi giong chan chuong.

“Xin 10i, t6i biét c6 dang mét. Chi la cau hoi don gian th6i. Khong lam
co bi ton thwong dau.”

“Co noi di?”

“Sang hém Chu nhat, c6 da udng ca phé cung anh Mashiba. Ca phé lic
do la co pha.”

“Lai 1a chuyén ay a?” Hiromi lai nhw sap khéc. “T6i khong lam gi ca.
T6i khong biét gi vé chat doc.”
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“Khong phai nhw vay, toi hdi vé cach pha ca phé co. Lic do6 c6 lay nuwéc
& dau?”

“Nudc a?”

“Y tdi 13, cd 1dy nuéc déng chai hay nwdc may?” Hiromi néi bing mot
giong dvong nhu kiét suc.

“Khi do, t6i 1ay nwéc may.”

“Chac chan chi?”

“Vang. C6 van dé gi a?”

“Tai sao co lai dung nwéc may?”

“Tai sao a? Chang c6 1y do gi dac biét ca. BPun nwéc am thi s6i nhanh
hon ma.”

“Khi dg, anh Mashiba c6 & canh c6 khong?”

“Co6. T6i da no6i nhiéu lan ro6i ma. Téi chi cho anh ay cach pha ca phé.”
Giong noi nghen ngao da pha lan byc boi.

“Co hay nhd cho ky vao. Khong phdi ltic pha ca phé. Khi ¢6 1dy nuwéc
may cho vao am dun, anh Mashiba c6 thyc sy ditng dé khong?”

Hiromi im ldng. Mamiya da chat van c6 da tht nhung chac chan chwa cé
cau héi nao nhw thé nay.

“Pung roi...” C6 no6i nhw thi tham. “Pung 1a nhw thé. Lic dun nudce thi
anh ay chwa xuat hién. T6i dun xong anh 4y md&i vao bép va béo t6i hay lam
mau cho xem.”

“Khong nham lan gi ch?”

“Vang, gio thi tdi nhé ra roi.”

Kaoru cho xe d6 vao 1é dwong. Co bat dén bao nguy hiém roi quay nguoi
sang ghé phy, nhin thang vao mat Hiromi.

“Sao vay?” Hiromi e dé thu minh lai.

“Truwdc co co noi, cach pha ca phe la hoc tr Ayane?”

“Vang,” Hiromi gat dau.

“Mashiba Ayane da néi v6i Kusanagi thé nay. Anh Mashiba Yoshitaka
hét sitc ban tdm dén sttc khoe nén khong uéng nwdéc may. Anh ay yéu cau
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phai dung nwdc da qua may loc dé nau an va lic pha ca phé thi dung nuwéc
déng chai. Co c6 biét viéc nay khong?”

Hiromi m& to mat ngac nhién, sau do lién tuc chép mat.

“N6i méGi nhé, toi tirng nghe c6 gido no6i chuyén do réi. Nhung co cling
bao khong can qua ban tam.”

“Thé a?”

“Vi dung nuwdc déng chai thi ton kém va cling mat thdi gian dun séi.
Nhung néu anh Mashiba cé héi thi ci bdo dung nwéc dong chai.” Hiromi
ap tay 1én ma. “T6i da quén khudy...”

“Tuc la Ayane thue ra van dung nwdc may nhi?”

“Pung vay. Vi thé nén sang hom do, khi pha ca phé cho anh Mashiba, t6i
khong ban khoan gi hét.” Hiromi néi, van nhin vao mat Kaoru.

“To6i hiéu roi. Cam on c6 nhé.” Co tat den bao khan cap va nha phanh
tay.

“Thé... chuyén do la thé nao vay? Viéc t6i dung nwdc may cé van dé gi
a?”

“Cling khong phai van dé gi. Co biét day, cong an dang nghi la anh
Mashiba Yoshitaka bi ha ddc. Vi thé phai xac nhan chi tiét vé tat ca nhitng
thi anh ay dwa vao miéng.”

“Vay a... Co Utsumi, xin hdy tin toi. Toi that sy khong lam gi ca.”

Hiromi nu6t nwédc bot, mat van nhin thang. Kaoru suyt thi buot miéng
noéi: Toi tin. B6 1a diéu cam ki doi véi canh sat hinh su.

“Cong an khong nghi ngd mot minh ¢6. C6 thé néi chiing t6i nghi ngo tat
ca moi nguoi trong thé gidi nay. Mot nghé dang ghét.”

Nhan dugc cau tra 10i hoan toan khong nhw mong doi, Hiromi lai im bat.

Kaoru do xe trwdc toa chung cw nam canh ga Gakugei Daigaku. Hiromi
xuong xe, di b vé phia cong chinh. Pang nhin theo c¢6 thi Kaoru ddo mat
vé phia trwdc r6i nhanh chong tat dong co. Bén kia canh cwra kinh la
Mashiba Ayane.
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Hiromi cling hoi bat ngd khi thay Ayane. Ayane lo lang nhin vé phia c6
nhuwng vira nhan ra Kaoru dang chay dén, doi mat ay anh lén vé tirc gian. Vi
thé Hiromi ciling quay lai, 16 vé hoang mang.

“Van con chuyén gi a?” Nguaoi hdi la Hiromi.

“Toi nhin thay chi Mashiba nén dén chao héi thoi.” Kaoru néi. “Xin 16i
vi da gitt Hiromi lai qua mudn.” Co cui dau.

“Nghi ngo vé Hiromi da sang t6 roi chi?”

“C0 dy da cung cap cho ching t6i nhiéu thong tin. Chi Mashiba ciing cho
Kusanagi biét thong tin quy gia, cdm on chi.”

“Néu chung c6 ich thi t6t r6i. Nhuwng, nhitng viéc nhu thé nay xin hay
ditng ¢ day. Hiromi thyc sy v6 tdi. C6 chat van co ay cling chang c6 y
nghia gi.”

“Co y nghia hay khong hay dé phia chiing t6i danh gid. Du sao ciing
mong dwoc hai ngudi tiép tuc hop tac.”

“Toi sé hgp tac. Nhung hay thoi viéc dén dan Hiromi di nhw vay di.”

Kaoru ngac nhién nhin Ayane khi nhan thdy ngit diéu ctia c6 gay gat
khac han véi an twong tr trede dén gio.

Ayane quay veé phia Hiromi.

“Hiromi nay, em khong noi that la khong dugc dau. C¢ im ldng thi
khong ai c6 thé bao vé em dwoc. Em hiéu c6 dang néi gi ma? O canh cong
an lién tuc nhiéu gio dong ho sé dnh hwdng tGi sitc khée day.”

Hiromi chot sitng lai tredc nhitng 10i ay. Nhw thé ¢6 bi n6i tring diéu gi
dé dang che day. Mot suy nghi 16e 1én trong dau Kaoru.

“Co 1€ nao, co...” Kaoru cham cham nhin Hiromi.

“Bay gio, 6 day, em hay néi ra di. Vira hay day la nit cong an va chuyén
cO cling 0 r6i.” Ayane noi.

“C0 giao... Anh Mashiba noi véi co a?”

“Khong. Nhung c6 biét. Co cling la phu nit ma.”

Kaoru da ro ho dang néi vé chuyén gi. Chi con viéc xac nhan théi.

“Co Wakayama, c6 dang mang thai a?” Co hoi thang thirng.
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Hiromi hoi ngdp ngirng nhung khé gat dau. “Puogc hai thang r6i.”

Qua khée mat, Kaoru nhan ra Ayane khé giat minh. Vi vay c6 thé xac
nhan chi ta chwa nghe tin nay tv Mashiba Yoshitaka. Chinh chi ta no6i da
nhan ra nho trie gidc cda phu nit. Nhwng khi triee gidac ay duge Hiromi xac
nhan, du noi la da biét nhung qua that it nhiéu van bi soc.

Tuy vay, ngay khodnh khac tiép theo, Ayane da lai nhin Kaoru véi vé
madt binh tinh.

“Co da hai long roi chit? Pay la giai doan Hiromi phai hét sic gilt gin.
Co ciling la phu ni* nén sé hiéu ding khong? Viéc cong an tham van suot
mdy tiéng la vo gia tri.”

Kaoru chi con cach gat dau. Thuyc té la c6 rat nhiéu diéu muc phdi chd y
vé viéc tham van phu ni* dang mang thai.

“T6i sé bao lén cdp trén. Toi nghi tir gio ho sé can nhac can than.”

“Xin nho cé vao c6.” Ayane nhin Hiromi. “Vay la t6t r6i. Ci¢ che gidu thi
khong thé di bénh vién dwgc dau.”

Hiromi nhin Ayane nhw sap kh6c, moi map mdy. Kaoru khong nghe ro
tiéng nhwng c6 vé co néi Xin I0i.

“Con mot diéu mong c6 nhan gium.” Ayane tiép tuc. “Cha cta dita con
trong bung c6 ay la Mashiba Yoshitaka. T6i nghi chinh vi thé anh ay ma&i
quyét tam chia tay véi toi dé chon co dy. Co dy chac chan sé khong giét anh
ay, cha cda dita bé, ding khong nao?”

Kaoru dong y tuy van gitt im lang. Vdy c6 hiéu chuyén do thé nao?
Ayane vtra lac dau vira néi.

“T6i that khong thé hiéu duwgc cong an dang nghi gi. Co dy hoan toan
khong c6 dong co. Nguoi c6 dong co la toi mai ding.”

Kusanagi va Mamiya van & tru s& khi Kaoru quay lai. Ho dang uéng ca phé
mua tir may ban hang tw dong. Ca hai trong déu chan nan.
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“Wakayama Hiromi n6i sao vé vu nuwdc néi?” Vira trong thdy Kaoruy,
Kusanagi hoi ngay. “Lic pha ca phé cho Mashiba Yoshitaka ay. C6 da hoi
dang khong?”

“T6i héi roi. Co ay dung nwdc may.”

Kaoru ké cho hai ngudi ho nghe vé nhitng théng tin c6 c6 dugc.

Mamiya xoay c6.

“V1i thé nén lic d6 ho uéng ca phé ma khong cé gi bat thuong xdy ra a.
K@ ca chat doc c6 bi bé vao chai nuwde tir truedc, tat ca déu logic.”

“Ciling chwa chac Wakayama Hiromi da noéi that.” Kusanagi néi.

“Pung thé, nhung mot khi khong c6 gi mau thuan thi khong c6 can ci dé
truy citu. Chi con cach cho chut nita bén giam dinh dwa ra cau tra 10i ro
rang hon thoi.”

“Pa héi bén do6 vé chuyén am nuwdc roi a?” Kaoru hdi. Kusanagi cam lay
tap tai liéu dang dé trén mat ban. “Theo doi kham nghiém hién treong,
trong ta lanh nha Mashiba chi cé mot chai nwéc da dwgc mé nap. Tat nhién
la kiém tra bén trong ro6i. Cau tra 10i 1a khong phat hién thach tin.”

“Vay a. Nhung vira roi doi tredng cé noi la giam dinh vién chwa dwa ra
cau tra loi ro rang.”

“Moi chuyén khong don gidn nhu vay.” Mamiya bdam moi.

“Néi vay 1a?”

“Chai nudc trong tu lanh c6 dung tich mot lit.” Kusanagi vira nhin tap tai
liéu vira néi. “Va, lwgng nudc con lai vao khoang 900 ml. C6 hiéu chit?
Qua it dé pha mot coc ca phé. Hon nira lwgng bot ca phé da st dung trong
phéu chac chan phai twong dwong hai coc.”

Kaoru da hiéu nhitng gi Kusanagi dang ndi.

“Nghia la tredc d6 c6 mot chai nwdc khac ding khong? Vi da dung hét
chai d6 nén mdi mé tiép chai nay. Va dé la phan con lai trong t lanh.”

“Chinh xac.” Kusanagi gat dau.

“Vay la chat doc c6 1é dugc bé vao chai do.”
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“Tha pham bat budc phéi lam nhw vay.” Mamiya néi. “M@ ta lanh véi
muc dich bé chat doc vao. Trong tu c6 hai chai nwéc. Mot trong hai van
con m@i. Néu boé vao chai do thi bat budc phai mé nap. Lam nhw vay e rang
nan nhan sé dé y. Vi thé mdi boé vao chai dd mé san nap.”

“Néu vay, kiém tra chai nwéc rong la dwgc ma?”

“Puwong nhién roi.” Kusanagi vung vay tap tai liéu. “Giam dinh vién
cling kiém tra qua roi. Kiém tra roi.”

“Co van de gi a?”

“Cau tra 1oi day. ba tién hanh kiém tra tat ca cac chai rong tim duogc
trong nha Mashiba nhung khong phat hién thach tin. Tuy nhién, ciling
khong dam béo la thi pham khong st dung ching.”

“Sao co? Nhu thé...”

“Tém lai, chwa biét gi hét.” Mamiya néi xen vao. “Cé vé phan con sot lai
trong cac chai nudc ho thu thap duwoc la qua it. Cling ding thoi. Ching von
la chai rong ma. Néu chuyén qua phong nghién citu phap y thi c6 thé cho
két qua phan tich chi tiét hon nén gio chiing ta chd két qua ay.”

Kaoru da hiéu tinh hinh. Ciing hiéu vi sao ho lai té ra chan nan.

“Toi nghi, gia st c6 tim dugc trong chai nwdc thi tinh hinh cling khong
may thay doi dau.” Kusanagi dé tap tai liéu vé cho cii va néi.

“Anh nghi thé a? T6i thi cho 1a pham vi ké tinh nghi sé m& rong.”

Thay Kaoru phan bac, Kusanagi nhin ¢6 vdi vé xem thuwong.

“Co khong nghe d6i trwdng noi gi a. Néu thu pham bé doc vao chai nuwéc
thi sé cho vao chai dd md san. Nan nhan khéng uéng cho nwéc ay cho dén
lic pha ca phé dau. Tém lai la thoi gian khong qua dai tir Iic pha chat doc
cho dén khi nan nhan ti* vong.”

“T6i khong nghi nan nhan khong uéng nwéc dong nghia vgi viéc khoang
thoi gian d6 khong dai. Béi vi, ké ca khat nuwdce thi van c6 thé dung nhiéu
loai do uong khac.”

Ho6c miii Kusanagi hoi phong 1én ra chiéu dac thang.
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“Co vé c6 da quén, Mashiba khong chi pha ca phé vao t6i Cha nhat. Toi
thit By anh ta cling da ty pha. Wakayama Hiromi ké nhu thé ding khong
nao? Khi d6 ca phé qua dang nén sang hom sau c6 ta mdi thi pham trudc
mat Mashiba. C6 nghia la vao t6i thit Bay thi chat doc chwa duwgce bé vao
chai nuéc.”

“Citing khong chac chan la Mashiba da dung nwéc dong chai ltic pha ca
phé vao t6i thit Bay.”

Kaoru vtra dit 101, Kusanagi ngira nguoi ra phia sau, gio rong hai tay.

“Co thich di ngugc diéu kién tién quyét a. Phu nhan da noi la Mashiba
nhat dinh st dung nwdc déng chai khi ty minh pha ca phé, vi vay ching ta
m&i tranh ludn thé nay co ma?”

“T6i nghi c* bAm vao chit ‘nhat dinh’ thi nguy hiém day.” Kaoru tiép tuc
néi bang giong binh than. “Khong thé biét ban than Mashiba thuc hién triét
dé dén dau. Co6 thé chi & mirc mdt thoi quen. Ngay ca phu nhan cting khong
trung thyc lam theo yéu cau cia Mashiba. Dac biét, Mashiba rat 1au r6i méi
tw pha ca phé. Cé lo dénh dung nwdc may thi cling khong c6 gi la. Nudc
may & nha dé c6 gan ludn thiét bi loc nwéc nén ciling cé thé anh ta da dung
nwoc do.”

Kusanagi tdc lui thanh tiéng.

“Co dung khang khang ly giai moi tht cho khép vGi suy nghi ctia minh
nira di.”

“Toi dang noéi 1én phan doan dwa vao su that khach quan.” Co roi anh
mat tir dan anh sang cap trén. “Lic nao, ai la ngwdi cudi cung uéng nhitng
chai nwéc c6 trong nha Mashiba, chitng nao diéu d6 chwa sang té thi toi
nghi chua thé xac dinh thoi diém bé thudc doc.”

Mamiya vira tim tim cwdi vira xoa cam.

“Viéc tranh ludn quan trong that day. Ban dau toi cling cé cung y kién
vOi Kusanagi nhung trong khi nghe hai ngudi tranh luan thi t6i da nghieng
vé phia c6 trién vong.”

“Poi treong!” Kusanagi to ra kha ton thuong.
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“Tuy nhién,” Mamiya ldy lai vé nghiém nghi va nhin Kaoru. “Vé thoi
diém bo thudc doc, céd thé xac dinh mdt cach twong doi. Co co6 biét viéc gi
dién ra ¢ gia dinh Mashiba vao t6i thit Sau khong?”

“T6i biét. La tiéc tai nha.” Kaoru dap. “Toi doan lac d6 cé 1€ vai nguoi
da uéng nudc trong chai.”

“Co6 nghia 1a, néu bé thudc doc thi phéi chd sau d6.” Mamiya gio ngén
tay tro len.

“T6i dong y. Nhung cé thé thdy vg chéng Ikai khong cé co hoi dé tron
thudc doc. Chac ho khong c6 kha nang dé vao bép ma khong bi ai dé y.”

“Vay thi chi con hai nguoi dang ngo.”

“Khoan da.” Kusanagi voi xen ngang. “Wakayama Hiromi thi da danh
nhung nghi ngd phu nhan Mashiba thi khong 6n. Thong tin nan nhan s
dung nuwdc dong chai khi pha ca phé la do c6 dy cung cap. Tai sao tha pham
lai c6 tinh lam chuyén khién minh bi nghi ng¢?”

“Hay la vi s6ém muodn gi ciing bi bai 16?” Kaoru noi. “Gia st co ta du
doan chat doc dwoc tim thdy trong cac chai rong chi la van dé thai gian va
tw minh noi ra thi dé tranh dwgc viéc bi nghi ngo... Hoan toan c6 thé toan
tinh theo hudng do.”

Kusanagi biu moi vé chan chuong.

“Ctt n6i chuyén véi c6 la dau 6c toi phat dién. Nhu thé bang moi cach co6
muon phu nhan 1a hung thu ay.”

“Pau cb, cuc ky hop ly day.” Mamiya noéi. “Toi thdy dé la y kién tinh
tdo. Nhitng diém nhw khong xi 1y cho chat doc con soét trong dm nuwdc
chang han, tir d6 ma coi Wakayama Hiromi la thti pham thi nhiéu diéu mau
thuan. Con vé mat dong co ma néi thi dang nghi nhat ding la Mashiba
Ayane.”

Nhung, Kusanagi dang dinh phan doi thi Kaoru Ién tiéng trudc, “néi vé
dong co thi... Khi ndy toi vo tinh nghe dwgc tinh tiét lam tang thém dong
co cua phu nhan.”

“Tw ai?” Mamiya hoi.
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“Wakayama Hiromi.”
Kaoru bat dau giai thich vé nhitng thay doi dang dién ra trong co thé
Hiromi cho hai ngudi dan 6ng khong thé nao twéng twgng dén chuyén do.
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12

Ikai Tatsuhiko ditng do, tay trai nam chat chiéc dién thoai di dong. Du cudc
goi con dang dang d@, tay kia anh van cam lay dau nghe ctia may dién thoai
co dinh. Anh dang n6i chuyén vGi ngudi ¢ dau bén kia may c6 dinh.

“Cho nén chiing t6i méi mong phia 6ng xt ly gidp theo cach dy. biéu 2
trong hogp dong chac chan ghi rd nhw vay... Vang, tit nhién la ching t6i sé
cod gang hét sitc vé diém do... Toi hiéu roi. Mong 6ng giup cho.” Bat may
xuong, anh tiép tuc ap dién thoai di dong vao tai. “Chuwa xong dau. Viéc khi
nady toi da dé cap vdi doi tac roi... Pwoc, vay nho cau lam nhuw ta trao doéi
hom trude. .. Puogc, toi hiéu.”

No6i chuyén xong, Ikai khong ngoi xuong ma ditng ghi chép gi do trén
ban. D6 la ban ctia gidam doc. Chiéc ban ma tredc dé khong 1au Mashiba
Yoshitaka van dung.

Tkai bé mau gidy nhé vao tii 4o réi ngang 1én nhin vé phia Kusanagi.

“Xin 16i da dé anh cho.”

“Anh c6 vé ban qua nhi.”

“Toan nhitng viéc vun vat théi. Gidm doc dot ngot qua doi nén nguoi
ding dau cac bo phan phéi don ddo ngugc xudi. T trwde toi da lo lang veé
kiéu cong ty mot nguwoi dieu hanh cia Mashiba, néu anh dy cho céi thién
sodm hon thi tot r6i.” Tkai vira than thd vira ng6i xuéng phia d6i dién véi
Kusanagi.

“Hién tai anh Ikai la gidm doc dai dién a?”

Khoéng co gi to tat dau, Tkai xua tay treGc mat.

“To6i khong phai mau ngudi kinh doanh. Moi nguwdi hgp véi nhitng cai
khac nhau. Téi thich ding ¢ phia sau hon. S6Gm muon t6i cling sé giao lai
cho ai d6 théi. Vi vay...” Ikai tiép tuc nhin Kusanagi. “Néu suy luan toi
giét Mashiba nham chiém doat cong ty la khong cé co sé dau.”

Thay Kusanagi mé@ to mat ngac nhién, anh cudi kho sé.

“Xin 16i. T6i chi dua thoi. Pa vay con dua hoi ac y. Ban mat ma cong
viéc ban ron dén do khong c6 thoi gian dé thuc sy cam nhan dugc diéu do,
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chinh t6i cling thay kha la byc boi.”

“Vay ma t6i con lay mat thgi gian cta anh, that long xin 16i.”

“Khong, t6i cling quan tam dén tién do diéu tra ma. Tinh hinh tién trién
dén dau ro6i?”

“Co nhitng diéu dang dan sang to6. Vi du nhu cach chat doc duwgc cho
vao.”

“T6i to mo day.”

“Anh Mashiba rat quan tam dén sitc khée va khong uéng nwéc may. Anh
biét chuyén dé khong?”

TIkai nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“Y thiic vé sitc khoe c6 dén mitc dy khong nhi? T6i thi nhw vay day,
nhiéu nam roi to6i khong uong nuwéce 1a.”

Kusanagi thay chan trugc cau tra 10i nhe bang. C6 vé do la diéu duwong
nhién doi véi nhitng ngudi giau co.

“Thé a?”

“Khong biét tir Iic nao lai nhw vay, toi ciing thdy la day. Khong phai vi
toi thady nwdc may té gi cd. Co thé do bi nha san xuat tdc dong chang? Ma
néi chung la théi quen thoi.” Ikai ngang mat l1én nhw thé nhan ra diéu gi.
“Chat doc dugc bdé vao nuéce a?”

“Chuwa thé xac nhan nhung c6 kha nang do6. Bita tiéc ¢ nha hom dé c6
uodng nwdc khoang khéng?”

“T4t nhién la c6. Nhiéu ay chit. Hrm. Nuwéc a...”

“Co thong tin néi rang anh Mashiba dung nwédc déng chai ngay ca khi
pha ca phé. Anh c6 biét diéu nay khong?”

“Chuyén dé t6i cling tirng nghe.” Ikai vira n6i vira gat dau. “Ra vay, thé
la chat doc dwogc tim thdy trong ca phé a?”

“Van dé la thu pham bé doc vao lic nao. Vi thé t6i mudn hoéi anh, anh c6
nghi dén nhan vat nao cé thé bi mat téi nha Mashiba vao ngay nghi
khong?”
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TIkai nhin Kusanagi bang 4nh mat sac bén. Vé mat cho thdy anh nhéan ra
sac thai an trong cau hai.

“Mot cach bi mat a?”

“Pung vay. Cho dén gio van chwa xac nhan dugc nguwoi dén tham.
Nhung c6 khéa nang c6 nguwoi dén dé6 ma khong bi ai dé y. Néu anh Mashiba
phoi hop.”

“Tém lai 1a, dwa ngwdi phu nit khac vao nha trong khi vg di vang a?”

“Bao gom ca kha nang ay.”

Pang ngoi bat tréo chan, Ikai ha chan xudng, nguwdi hoi do vé phia trudc.

“C0 thé thang than cho toi biét duwgc khong? Chac han do la bi mat trong
qua trinh diéu tra nhung t6i cling khong phai tay mo dau. T6i sé khong
khinh suat dé 16 ra ngoai. Nguoc lai t6i cling sé thanh that khéng che gidu
diéu gi.”

Thay Kusanagi im lang chwa hiéu y, Ikai lai nga ngudi vao s6-pha.

“Cong an dang xac nhan viéc Mashiba c0 tinh nhan phai khong?”

Kusanagi béi réi. Anh khong ngo Ikai lai la ngwoi dwa dé tai nay ra
trugc.

“Anh biét dén dau r6i?” Anh than trong tham do.

“Khoang hon mot thang tréc Mashiba da chia sé vdi toi mot viéc. Dai y
rang cau ay dang suy nghi vé viéc thay doi doi tac hon nhan. Kiéu gi thi
cling thdy cau dy duong nhuw da cé nguwdoi phu nit khac r6i.” Anh mat Ikai
sac bén. “Chac chan khong c6 chuyén cong an khong diéu tra ra. Chinh vi
da diéu tra nén anh m@i dén cho t6i. Khong sai chi?”

Kusanagi gai gai phia trén 16ng may. Mot nu cwdi khé s& hién ra trén
khuon mat anh.

“Pung nhv nhitng gi anh néi. Mashiba da c6 mot ngwoi phu nit dac biét.”

“T6i sé khong héi ngwdi do la ai. Tuy cé thé doan dugc.”

“Y anh 1a bing truc giac?”

“Phép loai trir. Mashiba sé khong dong dén cac co tiép vién. Nhitng phu
nit dinh dang dén cong ty hodc cong viéc ciing vay. Nhw thé thi quanh anh
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ay chi con lai mot ngwoi thoi.” Tkai thd dai khi n6i dén day. “Nhuwng ma,
ding la nhe vay a? Chuyén nay khong thé cho vg toi biét dugc.”

“Cudi tuan ngudi phu nit &y da dén nha Mashiba. Chuing t6i biét dugc tw
16i khai cua chinh c6 ta. Biéu chiing t6i mudn tim hiéu la ngoai ngudi phu
nit nay thi liéu con doi twgng nao khac c6 mdéi quan hé twong tw hay
khong?”

“Pua nhitng hai co6 tinh nhan dén nha trong khi vg di vang? Thé thi can
dam qua.” Nguoi Ikai dung dwa. “Nhung khong thé c6 chuyén dé dugc.
Mashiba tuy hay thay do6i song sé khong htit hai diéu thu6c mot Iic dau.”

“Y anh la sao?”

“Ttc 1a, du lién tuc thay doi déi twong nhung cau ay khong quan hé véi
hai nguoi mot luc. Co khi nao tw Itic c6 tinh nhan, cau ta khong cung v6i vg
nita? Chuyén chan go6i dy. Vi cau ta c6 noéi, chuyén tinh duc chi vi ham
muon thi dé thém vai tudi da.”

“Ttrc 1a chi vi muc dich c6 con a?”

“Theo nghia nao doé thi c6 thé néi ding la nhw vay.” Ikai nhéch mai.

Kusanagi nhg dén viéc Wakayama Hiromi dang mang thai.

“Nghe anh ndi, t6i thay nhw thé chuyén lay vo trwdc tién cting chi dé
sinh con thoi vay.”

Kusanagi noéi dit 161, Ikai lién nga han ra phia sau, van dva luwng vao ghé.

“Khong phai muc dich tredc tién ma la muc dich duy nhat. Tt khi con
doc than, cau dy van thuwong néi mudn c6 con that sém. Vi thé cling rat nd
lyc dé tim kiém doi tac. Cau ay qua lai véi nhiéu phu nit, c6 1€ cling bi don
dai la ké trang hoa nhung thuc t€ 1a than trong tim kiém mot nguwdi phu ni
phu hgp. Mot nguwdi hgp dé lam me nhitng dita con ctia minh.”

“Vay c6 phu hgp dé lam vg minh hay khéng thi khong quan trong a?”

Ikai nhun vai.

“Mashiba khéng muon c6 vg. Khi nay, téi cé ké vé chuyén cau ay tiét 10
dang tinh toan chuan bi thay déi doi tac, lic dé, cau dy néi dai loai thé nay:
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T6i mubén mét ngudi sinh con cho minh chi* khéng cdn qudn gia hay do
trang tri cao cdp.”

Kusanagi bat gidc m@ to mat.

“Phu ni* ma nghe dwgc cau nay sé bi xtic pham nang né ddy nhi. Néi la
quan gia thi phan nao con thong cam dwgc nhwng do trang tri thi...”

“Chit d6 cau ay dung dé dap lai 16i khen cua t6i cho nhitng n6 Iyc hét
minh ctia Ayane. O vai trd ngudi vg thi cd 4y hoan hao. B tt ca cong viéc
bén ngoai dé chuyén tam cho gia dinh. Nhitng lic Mashiba & nha, c6 ay chi
ngoi lam khau ghép vai trén ghé s6-pha trong phong khach va lu6n san
sang cham séc cho chong. Nhung cau ay lai khong danh gia cao diém nay.
Co vé cau ay cho rang mot ngwoi phu nit khong sinh con duwgc thi ng6i trén
ghé cling chi giong nhu vat trang tri vueéng viu.”

“... cach an noi that qua té. Tai sao anh ta lai mu6n c6 con dén vay?”

“N6i sao nhi, toi cling khong phai la khong mudn c6 con nhwng chang
dén mitc nhu cau dy. Thuyec té thi khi cé con r6i tdi mdéi thay néd hét sitc dang
yéu.” Trén khuon mat Ikai hién 1én nu cwoi hanh phic cua nguwdi méi lam
cha.

N6 nhanh chéng tat di va anh tiép tuc. “C6 diéu, to6i doan chac han qua
trinh 16n 1én c6 anh hwéng dén cau ay.”

“Anh no6i 1o hon di?”

“Chac cong an cling tim hiéu va biét viéc Mashiba khong c6 ho hang hay
gia dinh roi ch?”

“Chung toi cling c6 nghe duge nhu vay.” Tkai gat dau.

“Cha me Mashiba ly hon tr khi cau ay con rat nhé. Nhan nudi cau ay la
ong bd, mot nguwdi kha ham viéc, hau nhu khong c6 mat ¢ nha. Vi thé cau
dy dugc 6ng ba ndi nuodi nang. Nhung roi ong ba noi lan lwgt qua doi,
nguwoi cha cling dot ti vi xuat huyét mang nao khi cau &y mai khoang hai
muoi tudi. Do d6 cu ay s6m trd thanh mot ké co doc gitta cudc doi. Nho
6 tai san cdia 6ng ba va ngudi cha dé lai nén cudc song khong kho khan va
c6 thé tuy tao dung sy nghiép nhung cau ay khong cé duyén véi cai goi la
tinh cam gia dinh.”
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“Cho nén chuyén con cai...”

“Phai chang cau ta mudn c6 sw két n6i mau mu? T6i nghi thé. Béi vi, du
c6 yéu thrvong nhau dén mdy thi tinh nhan hay vg van la nguwoi khong ctng
dong mau.” Giong Ikai chung xuéng. C6 thé chinh anh ta ciing mang suy
nghi twong tw. Phdi chang vi thé ma nhitng gi anh ta ndi lot vao tai
Kusanagi rat c6 strc thuyét phuc?

“T6i nhd hom trwdc anh ké rang anh ciing c6 mat lic Mashiba va Ayane
gip nhau. O' mot bita tiéc nao d6 phai khong?”

“Pung vay. Vé danh nghia, do la tiéc giao lwu cua ngwoi trong gidi kinh
doanh nhung thyc ra la tiéc xem mat dwgc té chitc cho nhitng nguwdi cé dia
vi trong gidi tim kiém doéi twgng phu hgp v6i minh. T6i da c6 vg réi nhung
Mashiba van ru di cung. Két qua la cau dy két hon vGi nguoi gap mat trong
bita tiéc ay, cudc doi qua l1a ky la. Ma ciling c6 thé 1a vira ding lic nita.”

“Pung luc la sao?”

Kusanagi vira héi da thay Ikai hoi nhan mat. Biéu cam cho thay anh da
16 n6i qua nhiéu.

“Cau ay tirng hen ho véi mot ngwoi khac triede khi gap Ayane. Ngay sau
khi ho chia tay thi c6 bita tiéc dé. T6i do rang mdi quan hé khéng dwgc nhw
y v&i co gai trude da khién tam ly Mashiba v6i vang hon.” Tkai dat ngén
tay tré 1én miéng. “Xin hdy gi kin diéu nay v4i Ayane. Mashiba cling dan
toi khong dugc hé rang.”

“Ly do ho chia tay la gi vay?”

No6i sao nhi, Tkai nghiéng dau.

“Khong xen vao nhitng chuyén do la luat bat thanh van giita ching toi.
Nhung t6i doan 1a do ho khong thé cé con chang?”

“Du van chwa cwdi nhau?”

“T6i n6i mdy lan ro6i day. Doi vGi cdu ta, do 1a diéu quan trong nhat. Hon
nhan binh thudng nhw moi gia dinh 6 khi lai la ly twéng doi vdi cau ay.”

Vi thé anh ta mé&i chon Wakayama Hiromi a?
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Trong thé gidi cé rat nhiéu kiéu dan ong. Kusanagi nghi minh hiéu r6
diéu d6. Mac dau vay, anh khong thé ly gidi dwgc tam ly cia Mashiba
Yoshitaka. Gia st khong c6 con di chang nita, nhung néu cé thé séng ca doi
bén ngwdi phu ni* nhv Ayane, chang phaéi cling la m6t cudc doi hanh phic
hay sao?

“C0 gai ma Mashiba hen ho trwdc do 1a ngudi nhu thé nao?”

Tkai nghi nggi roi dap.

“T6i khong 16 lam. Chi dugc nghe Mashiba ké la c6 m6t nguwdi nhw vay
théi chit khong dugc gidi thiéu véi c6 ay. Anh dy la ngwoi thich giit kin
moi viéc nén cé 1é khong dinh cong khai cho dén khi két hon.”

“Viéc chia tay véi c6 gai ay c6 suodn sé khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a c6. Ching t6i chwa bao gid néi ky vé chuyén dé.” Dut 101,
TIkai nhin Kusanagi nhu thé nhan ra diéu gi. “Phdi chang cac anh dang nghi
ngo c6 gai dé cé lién quan dén vu an?”

“Khong phai vay, t6i chi muon tim hiéu ky hét mitc c6 thé vé nan nhan
thoi.”

Tkai vira cuwdi khé s@ vira xua tay.

“Néu anh nghi Mashiba c6é thé moi ngwoi phu nit &y dén nha thi qua la
mot phan doan nham lan dén ngd ngan. Cau ay khong lam viéc nhw thé
dau. Tuyét doi khong. Diéu nay toi c6 thé khang dinh.”

“V1i Yoshitaka khong phai la kiéu nguwdi bat ca hai tay... ding khong?”

“Pung vay.” Ikai gat dau.

“Hiéu r6i. Toi sé lvu y.” Kusanagi nhin dong ho réi ditng ddy. “Cam on
anh da danh thoi gian du rat ban rén.”

Anh vira quay vé phia ctra ra vao thi Ikai da nhanh chan buwéc 1én trwéc
dé mé& cwra.

“Lam phién anh qua...”

“Anh Kusanagi.” Tkai nhin anh bang anh mat than trong. “T6i khong
dinh gép y gi vé cach thitc diéu tra nhung xin nhd anh mot viéc.”

“Chuyeén gi vay?”
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“Mashiba khong cé 16i song kiéu bac thanh nhan quan tir. Néu diéu tra
chac sé phat hién rat nhiéu diéu. Tuy nhién, t6i khong nghi rang vu an nay
c6 lién quan dén qua khi¢ cia anh dy. Mong cac anh c6 gang dirng dao xd&i
hon mitc can thiét. Vi cong ty bay gio dang trong giai doan hét sitc nhay

»

cam.

Co6 vé anh ta lo s¢ hinh anh cong ty bi sup do.

“Du c6 nam dugc thong tin gi ching toi cling khéng dé 16 cho gigi
truyén thong, xin hdy yén tam.” Kusanagi néi réi budc khoi can phong.

Trong long anh van con cam giac khong thoai mai. Tat nhién do6 la cam
xtc do6i v6i nhan vat Mashiba Yoshitaka. Tan ddy long anh thay tic gian
v6i 16i tw duy chi coi phu ni nhw cong cu sinh né. Rat c6 thé trong nhitng
viéc khac anh ta ciing sé c6 nhan sinh quan méo mo6 twong tw. Chang han
nhu, chi coi nhan vién la cong cu van hanh cong ty con nguoi tieu dung
chang qua chi la doi twong béc 16t.

Co6 thé dé dang hinh dung cach nghi ay cho dén gio da lam ton thwong
rat nhiéu nguoi. Néu vay, gia stt c6 mot, hai ngwdi thu han dén mirc mudn
ha sat anh ta thi cling khong dang ngac nhién.

Ngay cd Wakayama Hiromi cling chwa han da khong dang nghi ngo.
Viéc c6 ta khong thé giét cha cia dira con trong bung la y kién ctia Utsumi
Kaoru, nhung sau khi nghe nhitng gi Ikai néi, anh thay rang két luan nhw
vay la qua sém. Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 vé mudn chia tay Ayane dé chon
Wakayama Hiromi, nhung do6 1a vi co ta da co thai chit khong phai vi tinh
yéu. Thé thi, khong biét c6 16i dé nghi ich ky nao dugc ddt ra hay khong,
hoan toan c6 thé nghi dén viéc d6 da khién c6 ta mang han.

Tuy nhién, Kusanagi khong thé phan bac diéu Utsumi Kaoru chi ra:
nguwoi dau tién phat hién thi thé ma khong xo6a di dau tich chat doc thi
khong ti nhién chidt nao. Ciing that vo 1y néu cho rang c6 ta lo dénh quén
mat.

Dau tién ci¥ xdc nhdn nguoi phu nit dd hen ho véi Mashiba Yoshitaka
trudc khi gdp Ayane dd. Kusanagi vira suy nghi cach tim hiéu vé nguoi do
vira roi khoi cong ty Mashiba.
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Mashiba Ayane m@ to mat kinh ngac. Kusanagi nhin thdy déi dong ti khé
lay dong. bBung la c6 da bi dao dong.

“Nguoi yéu truede cta chong toi... a?”

“T6i hét sitc xin 16i vi dd hoi mot cau khong duwge dé chiu.” Van ngoi
trén ghé, anh cti dau.

Hai nguwoi dang & quay rwou khach san ma Ayane tro lai. Kusanagi da
goi dién thoai dé nghi gap co6 vi c6 chuyén muon hai.

“Viéc dé6 co lién quan gi dén vu an a?”

Nghe c6 hoi, Kusanagi lac dau.

“T6i cling chwa biét. Do nhiéu kha nang la anh nha bij ai do6 séat hai nén
can tim kiém nhitng ngudi c6 dong co. Vi vay toi mdi tinh dén viéc tim
hiéu nguwgc chuyén qua khit.”

Miéng Ayane hoi gian ra, c6 nhin thang Kusanagi. B6 1a mot nu cuoi
buon.

“Tw tinh cach anh 4y ma noi, c6 thé nghi d6 chac khong phai mot kiéu
chia tay dé chiju gi. Cling giong truong hop cuda t6i.”

“Khong...” Anh muon néi Téi khong co y dé, nhung mau chéng im bat.
Kusanagi lai nhin ¢6 va n6i. “C6 thong tin néi rang anh nha mudn tim mot
ngwoi phu ni sinh con cho minh. Pan 6ng cé 16i suy nghi dé, néu qua dang
thi rat dé lam ton thwong doi tac. C6 kha nang ngudi chiu ton thwong gio sé
thu han nguoi dan ong do.”

“Giong nhu t6i, dang khong?”

“Khong dau, co thi...”

“Khong sao.” Co gat dau. “Co Utsumi nhi. Anh da nghe c6 ay noéi vay
phai khong? Hiromi cu6i ciing da théa man dwgc mong mudn ctia Mashiba.
Vi thé anh ay da chon c6 gai d6. Quyét dinh viit bé to6i. Néu noi tdi hoan
toan khong thu han gi thi chac chan la n6i déi.”

“Co khong thé 1a hung tha dugc.”

“Liéu c6 chac khong?”
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“DPén gio van chwa tim thdy gi trong cac chai nwdc. Qua that gia thiét
thuéc doc dugc chuan bi trong &m dun la hgp ly nhat. Co khong thé lam
dwgc.” Kusanagi néi mot hoi ro6i ngitng mot lat trede khi tiép tuc. “Ngay
Cha nhat, ai d6 da dén nha Mashiba va ha doc. Chi cé thé suy luan nhu vay
th6i. Chac khong thé tuy tién vao nha nén t6i tinh dén doi twgng ma chéng
cd c6 thé mai tdi. Tuy nhién, trong cdc moi quan hé lam an thi khong co
nhan vat nao nodi bat. Néu la moéi quan hé v6 cing ca nhan va lén lut, moi
dén trong lic cd di vang thi, td6i nghi rang nhan vat nhw vay rat it.”

“Tém lai la tinh nhan hodc nguwdi yéu trede phai khong?” C6 vuot toc
mai 1én. “Nhung thé thi kho nhi. Vi t6i hoan toan khong duwgce anh Mashiba
ké vé nhitng chuyén nhw vay.”

“Bat c chi tiét nho nao ciing dwgc. Trong lic néi chuyén thodng xuat
hién chang han?”

Xem nao, c6 nghiéng dau nghi ngoi.

“Anh dy hau nhu khéong ké vé qua khi. Ttr d6 ma ndi, cé 1é anh dy la
kiéu nguoi than trong. Nha hang, quan bar hay nhitng tiém an tirng dén vai
nguwoi minh da chia tay... anh dy déu khong quay lai thi phai.”

“Thé a?” Kusanagi that vong. Vi anh da dinh nham dén nhitng nha hang
anh ta trng hen ho.

C6 vé Mashiba Yoshitaka dung la kiéu nguwoi rat than trong. Trong nhitng
do dung ca nhan ¢ nha hay van phong cling khong cé bat cit manh mdi nao
VE s ton tai ctia mOt nguwdi phu nit ngoai Wakayama Hiromi. Danh ba dién
thoai cling vay, ngoai cac m6i quan hé lam an thi chi c6 s6 ctia nam giGi.
Tham chi s6 dién thoai cia Wakayama Hiromi cling khong thay Iuu.

“Xin 16i, t6i chang giup dugc gi.”

“Khong, c6 dau c6 gi phai xin 16i.”

Nhung, Ayane vira cat 10i thi chiéc tii bén canh c6 vang 1én am thanh
bao cudc goi dén. Co vbi vang lay dién thoai ra va héi “T6i ra ngoai dugc
khong?”

“Tat nhién roi,” Kusanagi dap.
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“Vang, Mashiba nghe day.”

Ayane nhan cudc goi mot cach binh than nhuwng ngay khoanh khac tiép
theo, hang mi c6 rung 1én. C6 nhin Kusanagi v4i biéu cam kha cang thang.

“Vang, chuyén dé thi khong sao nhung, con cé gi... A, thé a. Vang, toi
hiéu r6i. Xin nho c6.” Co dwa tay 1én che miéng sau khi tat mdy, dwong nhw
c6 chuyén khong 6n. “Cé khi téi nén n6i anh Kusanagi dang & day thi hon
nhi.”

“Ai goi the?”

“Co Utsumi.”

“Co ta? Co ta noi gi?”

“Co ay hoi cé thé vao nha dugc khéng vi muon kiém chitng lai can bép.
To6i dap la khong co6 van dé gi.”

“Kiém ching lai... Co ta mudn lam gi méi dugc ch.” Kusanagi xoa
phia treéc cam, mat nhin xuéng dat.

“Chac la tim hiéu xem chat doc dwoc bo tri nhw thé nao nhi?”

“T6i cling nghi vay, nhung...” Kusanagi nhin dong hoé deo tay réi véi ldy
phiéu thanh toan trén mat ban. “T6i ciing dén dé xem thé nao. Khong sao
ch?”

“Tat nhién r6i a.” Ayane gat dau roi c6 vé vira nghi ra diéu gi. “Xin 16i...
t6i c6 viéc muon nho anh.”

“Sao vay?”

“Tuy la nho anh viéc nay thi that that 16.”

“Chuyén gi thé? Birng ngai c6 ¢t néi di.”

“That ra 1a,” c6 nguwdc mat 1én. “T6i lo vi khéng twdi nwdc cho hoa. Lic
dau c nghi chi & lai khach san mot hoac hai ngay théi...”

A a, Kusanagi hiéu y, anh gat dau.

“Lam cho c6 phai bat tién, chinh ching t6i cling rat phién long. Nhung
chac co c6 thé st dung can nha duwgc roi. Cong tac kham nghiém hién
trvong cling két thic roi ma. To6i sé bao cho cd biét khi viéc kiém chitng két
thuc.”
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“Khong, chuyén do khong thanh van dé. Chinh t6i cling muén & day
thém mot thoi gian. Chi nghi dén viéc @ mot minh trong ng6i nha rong nhw
vay toi cling thay dau long r6i.”

“C0 noi cling dung.”

“T6i biét 1a khong thé c chay tron mai, nhung téi dinh tam thoi & day
cho t6i khi dinh xong ngay t6 chitc tang 1é cho chong.”

“T6i nghi di thé cling sap trao trd duwogc roi.”

“Thé a? Thé thi t6i phai s6m chuan bi...” No6i dén day, Ayane chép doi
mat. “Vay, chuyén may bong hoa, t6i da dinh ngay mai tranh thu twéi lic
quay vé 1ay it d6. Nhung toi thuwe sy muén lam cang s6m cang tot. Ci& bi
lan cdn vé ching mai.”

Hiéu ra diéu c6 muon noi, Kusanagi vo nguc.

“Pugc roi. Chuyén dé dé to6i gitp c6. Hoa & vuwon va ban céng ding
khong?”

“Khong sao chit a? Tdi that sy rat ngai vi lam phién anh nhw vay.”

“Co rat tich cuc hgp tac diéu tra nén dwong nhién phai giip chi. Kiéu gi
chang c6 ngudi ranh tay. Cit giao cho t6i.”

Kusanagi ditng ddy, Ayane cling ditng lén. Co6 nhin thang vao khu6n mat
anh.

“T6i that sy khong muon hoa trong can nha kho héo.” Giong c6 tha thiét.

“C0 c6 vé rat coi trong chiing.” Kusanagi nhé co ciling twdi hoa vao hom
vlra tr@ vé tir Sapporo.

“Hoa ngoai ban cong la toi trong tr ltic con song doc than. Ting cady mot
déu gan véi ky niém. Vi thé, t6i cang khong mudén mat ca chiing sau khi
xay ra chuyén vira qua.”

Anh mit Ayane thodng tré nén xa xam roi lai hwéng vé Kusanagi. Anh
mat 4y toa ra thit 4nh sang quyén ri khién anh khong thé nhin thang.

“T6i sé twdi nwdc can than. Xin dirng lo lang.” Kusanagi noéi roi di vé
quay thanh toan.
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Anh vay taxi tride ctta khach san, hwéng vé nha gia dinh Mashiba. Biéu
cam sau cung trén khuén mat Ayane van khong ngirng thiéu dot tam tri anh.

Lo dénh nhin ra ngoai cira s6, Kusanagi chot thay tdim bién ctia mot ngoi
nha. P06 la ctta hang ban cac vat dung tan trang nha ctra. Anh chgt ndy ra
mot y, vOi noi vai lai xe.

“Xin 106i, cho t6i xuong day.”

Nhanh chéng mua do6 trong ctra hang xong anh lai vay taxi. Pa tim dugc
thi* minh mudn, anh chot thdy long han hoan.

Pén gan ngoi nha cta gia dinh Mashiba, anh nhin thdy mot chiéc xe cong
an do & trudc ctra. Phé trirong qud, Kusanagi tham nghi. Nhin canh nay, cé
thé thay ngoi nha sé con tiép tuc bi xung quanh dé y.

Bén canh cong c6 mot ngwdi mac dong phuc cong an ditng do. La cong
an c6 nhiém vu canh gac tir sau khi xay ra vu an. C6 vé anh ta van nhd nén
vitra nhin thady Kusanagi lién cti dau chao.

Buéc vao nha, anh thay ba déi giay xép thanh hang. Anh nhén ra doi
giay thé thao cta Utsumi Kaoru. Hai do6i con lai ciia nam gi6i, mot doi
trong ré tién va da ta toi, doi con lai van mdi, thim chi con nhin r6 chir
Armani.

Kusanagi di doc hanh lang tién dén phong khach. Anh bwdc qua canh
ctta dang m@ nhung bén trong khong mét bong nguwoi. Ngay ltc dy, tiw bép
vong ra giong noi cua dan ong.

“Pung la khong c6 diu vét cham tay vao nhi.”

“Pung khong? Danh gia cia bén giam dinh ciling la it nhat hon mot nam
khong ai cham vao.” Tiéng dap lai la ctia Utsumi Kaoru.

Kusanagi nhom vao bép. Trudc bon rira, Utsumi Kaoru va mot nguoi
dan ong dang ngo6i xom & d6. Ho dang m& canh ctta phia dugi nén khong
nhin dwgc khudon madt ngwoi dan ong. Kishitani diéng bén canh hai nguoi
do.
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Kishitani nhan ra anh. “A, anh Kusanagi.”

Utsumi Kaoru quay lai. Vé béi r6i hién 1én trong mat.

“Pang lam gi day?” Kusanagi hoi.

C0 chép mat. “Tai sao anh lai dén day...”

“Tra 10i cau hdi cua toi di. Toi hdi c6 dang lam gi ¢ day?!”

“Chang phai la khong nén an néi kiéu dé véi mot dan em nhiét tinh trong
cong viéc a?” Gigng ndi khac xen vao. Nguoi dan ong dang quan sat phia
dwdi bon rira ngang mat 1én qua canh ctra.

Kusanagi kinh ngac, trong chép mat anh bi ding hinh. B6i phuwong la
nhan vat ma anh biét rat ro.

“Yukawa, tai sao cau...” Héi dén do, anh nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru. “Co
trao doi vdi cau ta ma khong cho toi biét a?”

Co im lang can chat moi.

“Cau noi gi la thé? Co Utsumi gadp ai cling nhat nhat phai dugc cau cho
phép a?” Yukawa ditng day, nhin Kusanagi réi tim tim cwdi. “Lau lam
khong gap. Trong cau khoe thé 1a t6t r6i.”

“Chang phai cau khong hop tac diéu tra vGi cong an a?”

“Veé co ban thi t6i khong thay doi suy nghi dy. Cé diéu, doi khi ciing c6
ngoai 1é. Chang han nhitng lic cé bi an lam bung 1én niém hing thu cua
mot nha khoa hoc. Du sao, riéng lan nay, khong phai la khong cé ly do nao
khac nhung khong nhat thiét phai n6i véi cau ding khong?” Yukawa nhin
Utsumi Kaoru day any.

Kusanagi ciing nhin sang co.

“Kiém chitng lai la viéc nay day a?”

Utsumi Kaoru ha miéng vi bat ngd. “Anh nghe phu nhan noéi a?”

“T6i dang noi chuyén vdi phu nhan thi ¢6 goi dén. Phai roi, suyt chut
nita toi quén mat viéc quan trong. Kishitani, c6 vé ranh rang nhi?”

Bat ngo bi goi tén, cau cong an dan em lién ditng thang nguwoi.

“Tién sinh Yukawa bao t6i chitng kién viéc kiém chitng. Chi mét minh
Utsumi thi c6 thé khong nam hét dwoc.”
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“Pé toi nghe thay cho. Cau ra twdi hoa ngoai vuon di.”

Kishitani chép mat nhiéu lan. “Twdi nuwéce... dy a?”

“Pé viéc diéu tra dugc thuan tién, phu nhan da tét bung dé trong can nha
cho chung ta. Tudi cay thoi, khong bi phat dau. Twgi ngoai vion la dugc
roi. Toi sé lo ban cong tang hai.”

Kishitani hoi nhan mat bat man nhwng van néi Téi biét réi va roi khoi
can bép.

“Nao, xin 16i nhwng néi lai tir dau noi dung cudc tai kiém chitng cho t6i
nghe xem nao.” Kusanagi gio 1én mot tdi bang gidy va dat xudng san.

“Po la cai gi vay?” Utsumi Kaoru hoi.

“Chang lién quan gi vu nay dau, ding dé y. Quan trong hon, cau giai
thich di.” Kusanagi vira khoanh tay vira cham cham nhin Yukawa.

Yukawa méc ngon tay cai vao hai bén tdi quan c6 1€ cling ctia Armani,
ding dwa vao bon rira. Ban tay c6 x6 gang tay ni-long.

“T6i nhan dwgc may cau dé cua nit cong an tré nay. Tt mot noi cach xa,
c6 thé tron chat doc vao d6 uéng ma mot nguwoi nhat dinh sé st dung hay
khong? Hon nita phdi thyc hién tht doan tir trréc ma khong dwgc dé lai
dau vét. Troi dat, cau hoi kho c& nay qua la chua tirng cé trong thé gidi vat
ly hoc.” Yukawa nhun vai.

“O mot noi xa... a?” Kusanagi gudm gudm nhin Utsumi Kaoru. “Van
nghi ngd phu nhan? Qua quyét phu nhan la tha pham réi trao doi véi
Yukawa xem c6 thé dung thit ma thuat nao dé thuc hién a?”

“Toi khong chi nghi ngd moéi phu nhan. T6i chi muén xac nhan xem
nguoi co chirng c ngoai pham vao thit Bay va Chu nhat c6 that sy khong
c6 khé nang pham t0i hay khong ma tho6i.”

“Khac quai gi nhau? C6 nham vao phu nhan con gi.” Kusanagi nhin sang
Yukawa. “Thé, cau dang nhom cai gi dwdi bon rira day?”

“Theo 10i ké cta c6 Utsumi thi chat doc trong cau dé dugc tim thdy & ba
ch6.” Yukawa gio Ién ba ngén tay, ban tay van deo gang ni-long. “Pau tién
la ca phé ma nan nhan da udéng. Tiép theo la b4t ca phé va phéu loc dugc
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dung dé pha ca phé. Cudi cung la am dung dé dun nwéc. Co phdi chat doc
dwoc hoa vao nuc hay khong? Néu 1a nudc thi 1a nuée tir dau? O day c6
hai kha nang. Nudc dong chai hodc nwéc may.”

“Nwdc may? Chuan bi chat doc vao ca duwong 6ng nuwdc ay a?” Kusanagi
thd hat ra thanh tiéng.

Yukawa ti€p tuc, biéu cam khong thay doi.

“Khi c6 nhiéu kha nang thi dung phép loai trir 1a hgp 1y nhat. Nhan vién
giam dinh da xac nhan la nwéc may va dung cu loc nwdc khong cé gi bat
thwong, nhung ching t6i 1a nhitng nguwdi chi bi thuyét phuc khi ti quan sat
bang d6i mat cia minh. Vi thé t6i mdi tim hiéu bén dwéi bon riva. Néu tién
hanh bo doc vao nwdc may thi chi c6 thé & cho nay thoi.”

“Roi, két qua thé nao?”

Yukawa cham rai lac dau.

“DPuong ong nuwdc, ong chia va bd loc caa thiét bi loc nwdc, tat ca déu
khong cé dau vét thye hién tha thuat. Ciing co6 thé thdo hét ra dé kiém tra
mot lwgt nhung chac cling chang phat hién dwgce gi. Nhu vay thi, gia st
chat doc dwoc hoa vao nudc, cé thé doan dinh do sé la nwéc déng chai.”

“Khong hé phat hién chat doc trong cac chai nwéc.”

“Chua c6 bao cao cua phong nghién ctru phap y.” Utsumi Kaoru noi.

“Sé khong c6. Giam dinh vién cda ching ta dau phai bat tai.” Kusanagi
khong khoanh tay nita ma chéng hong nhin Yukawa. “P¢ la két luan cta
cau dung khong? Mat cong tham gia nhu thé thi két luan dé c6 tam thuong
qua khong?”

“D6 méi la nwdc. Bay gio mébi kiém tra &m dun. To6i vira néi roi day.
Ciing c6 kha nang chat doc dugc bo tryc tiép vao &m dun.”

“P6 von la quan diém cua t6i. Nhung t6i n6i ludn, vao sang hom thi Bay
thi khong c6 gi duwgc pha tron dau. Pay la néu tin vao nhitng gi Wakayama
Hiromi noi.”

Nhung Yukawa khong trd 10i ma cam lay &m dun nwéc dat bén canh bon
rura.
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“Cai do 1a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Am dun gi6ng véi cai duge dung trong vu an nay. C6 Utsumi d3 chuan
bi gitup t6i.” Yukawa m& nuwdc trong voi, hitng nwdc am vao binh. Tiép
theo, anh bat dau d6 nwdc vao bon rira. “Khong c6 manh hay chuan bi gi
tredc, chi la mét cai am dun nuwéc binh thwong.”

Sau dé6 anh lai cho nwéc vao am, bat bép ga bén canh.

“Pai khai la chuyén gi vira bat dau vay?”

“Cau c nhin la hiéu th6i.” Yukawa lai twta minh vao bén rira. “Cau nghi
la hém Cha nhat, thu pham da vao ngdi nha nay réi cho chat doc vao am
dun nuwdc a?”

“Chi c6 thé nghi nhw vay con gi?”

“Néu thé thi thu pham da chon mot cach lam qua sitc mao hiém. Thu
pham khong tinh dén kha nang Mashiba sé cho ai d6 biét vé chuyén minh
ghé tham a? Hodc, co6 thé nghi la han da tranh tha 1én vao khi Mashiba ra
ngoai hay khong?”

“Kho ma nghi t6i viéc xam nhap ngoi nha. Thu pham la nhan vat ma
Mashiba khong thé cho ngudi khac biét vé chuyén ghé tham, dé la suy luan
cua toi.”

“Hop ly. D6i twgng ma anh ta khong muon nguwoi khac biét a,” Yukawa
gat dau va nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru. “Pan anh cda ¢6 van con ly tinh lam.
Cw yen I tam.”

“Y 1a sao?” Kusanagi hét nhin Yukawa lai sang Utsumi Kaoru.

“Chang c6 gi sau xa cd. Toi chi muén noéi, néu cd hai déu ly tinh thi y
kién c6 doi 1ap cling hoan toan khong té.”

Van la nglt diéu giéu cot nguwoi khac. Kusanagi gwom guom nhin
Yukawa. Nhung doi phwong chang nhitng khong hé ban tam dén cai nhin
dy ma con cuoi day an y.

Nuwdc trong &m nhanh chong sbi. Yukawa tat bép, m@ nap roi nhin vao
bén trong.

“Két qua c6 vé kha tot.” Anh nghiéng cai 4am trén bon rira.
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Kusanagi bat ngd khi thdy chat 1éng chdy ra tr miéng am. Ro rang la
nudc binh thwong nhung gio lai do quach.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

“Khong c6 manh khoe hay sap dat gi la toi néi doi ddy. Thuc ra toi da
boi 16p bot mau dé phu gelatin vao mat trong ctia cai &m. Nuwdc s6i 1én la
gelatin ti ti tan ra, cudi cung thi bot hoa vao nwéc.” Anh lay lai vé nghiém
tic, gat dau véi Utsumi Kaoru. “Trong vu an nay, cho dén khi nan nhan
chét, cai @am dugc dung it nhat hai lan phai khong?”

“Pung thé. N6 dugc st dung vao tdi thit Bay va sang Chu nhat.” Utsumi
Kaoru dap.

“Tuy vao chat lwgng va luvgng cua gelatin, chat doc khong tan ra & lan st
dung thit hai ma c6 thé dén lan thit ba méi tan ra. Bén giam dinh cé xac
nhan gitp dugc khong nhi? Can tinh xem né c6 dwge boi vao dau do trén
cai am khong. Véi lai, tuy ting tredng hgp, cling nén can nhac dén nhitng
chat liéu khac ntra.”

“T6i hiéu,” c6 dap r6i ghi nhitng dan do ctia Yukawa vao so tay.

“Sao vay, Kusanagi? Sao trong cau lai c6 vé that vong thé nhi.” Yukawa
giéu cot.

“T6i chang that vong gi ca. Bung hon thi, téi thdy ngwdi binh thuong
chang nghi ra dugc cach ha doc dac biét dén thé dau.”

“Phuong thitc dac biét? V@ va vd van. Néu la ngudi quen st dung
gelatin thi chang phai chuyén gi kho lam. Vi duy, ngudi vg rat giéi nau an
chang han.”

Kusanagi bat gidc nghién chdt rang khi nghe Yukawa ndi. Nha vat ly hoc
nay ro rang dang hinh dung Mashiba Ayane la tha pham. R4t c6 thé cau ta
bi tiém nhiém gi d6 bdi Utsumi Kaoru.

bién thoai di dong cta Utsumi Kaoru bong dé chuéng. C6 bat may, noéi
doi ba 10i ro6i nhin Kusanagi.

“Pa co bao cao cua phong nghien cttu phap y. bung la khong tim dugc
gl trong cac chai nuwdc.”
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13
“Phut mdc niém bat dau.”

Theo chi dan cta chd tga, Wakayama Hiromi nham mat lai. Ngay lap
tirc, am nhac bat dau vang 1én trong hoi truong. Hiromi ngac nhién. D6 la
bai The long and winding road cua ban nhac The Beatles. Co 1€ dich ra sé
la Con duwong dai quanh co. Mashiba Yoshitaka rat thich The Beatles, khi
lai xe cling thuong xuyén m@ CD cia ho. Trong s6 do, anh dac biét yéu
thich bai hat nay. Giai diéu nhe nhang, thap thodng am huwéng buon ba. Co
18 ngudi chon nhac 1a Ayane. Hiromi bong thay ghét cd gido. Am huong
cta khiic nhac hét sttc phu hgp v6i khong gian nay. Cé khong thé ngirng
nhé Yoshitaka. Ngwc c6 nong ran, nwdc mat twdng nhu da can gio lai chuc
trao ra gitta hai hang mi.

Tat nhién c6 biét minh khong duwoc phép khoc ¢ day. Mot phu nit chang
c6 quan hé tryc tiép vGi nguwoi da khudt ma 16n tiéng khoc han sé khién
nhitng ngwoi xung quanh cam thay ky la. Khong, quan trong hon thé,
khong dugce cho Ayane thdy cd roi nwdc mat méGi la suy nghi manh mé
nhat.

Phit mdc niém két thic la 1é dang hoa bat dau.

Nhitng nguwdi c6 mat lan lwgt dat hoa 1én hwong an. C6 vé Ayane lva
chon nghi thitc nay bdi Yoshitaka la ngwoi khong theo ton giao nao. Co
ditng bén hwong an, cii dau dap 1é tirng ngwoi vira hoan tat viéc dang hoa.

Di thé ctia Yoshitaka dugc cong an dwa dén phong tang 1€ ngay hom qua.
Ikai Tatsuhiko chac da 1én ké hoach cho lé dang hoa khép véi viéc do.
Nghe n6i ngay mai c6 ké hoach t6 chitc tang 1€ khé trong thé trong noi bo
cong ty, twong dwong véi lé thong da cho ngudi da khuat.

Pa dén lwgt Hiromi. C6 nhan hoa tir ngwdi phu nit chiu trdch nhiém phéan
phat va xép no6 lén hwong an. Ngudc nhin di dnh, c6 chap tay lai. Birc anh
Yoshitaka rdm nang dang twoi cuoi.

Do 1a khoanh khac ngay khi c6 vira nhu long khong dugce khoc. Co gi do
quan lén trong 16ng ngwc. Co6 nghén. Hiromi vo thitc dwa hai ban tay dang
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chap vao nhau lén che miéng.

Vira r0i di vita ¢6 nén cam giac khé chiu. Nhung, vira nguéc 1én c6 da
lai giat minh. Ayane dang ditng ngay triuéc mat va cham cham nhin Hiromi
bang vé dé nén cam xuc.

“Hiromi.” Ayane goi. “Khong sao chi?”

“Vang, khong sao a.”

Hiromi ra khéi hoi tredng. C6 muon roi khoi do cang nhanh cang t6t.

Pang hudng vé 16i ra thi ¢6 ai d6 vo vao vai ¢6 tir phia sau. Ngoanh lai
nhin, Hiromi thdy Ikai Yukiko ding do.

“A... vang, chao chi.” C6 vdi vang cat 10i.

“Co cling vat va qua. ba bi cong an hdi han nhiéu lam ding khong?” Vé
mat Yukiko to ra thong cAm nhung anh mat lai 16e 1én sy hiéu ky.

“Vang, cling khong sao a.”

“Cong an dang lam gi thé khong biét, van chuwa xac dinh dugce hung thu
thi phai.”

“Co vé thé.”

“Anh nha t6i bao, khong gidi quyét nhanh lén thi cong ty ciing bi anh
hwéng. Ayane hinh nhw sé khong vé nha cho dén khi chan twéng sy viéc
dwgc r6 rang, cling dé hiéu. Dang sg that day.”

“Vang,” Hiromi chi con cach gat dau cho xong.

Nay, c6 tiéng goi. Tkai Tatsuhiko dang tién lai gan.

“Em dang lam gi thé? O phong bén canh c6 chudn bi do n thic udng
day.”

“Qi thé a. Hiromi di cung di.”

“Xin 16i, em khong an uéng gi dau a.”

“Sao vay? Dang doi Ayane ding khong? Ting d6 nguwoi thi con 1au méi
xong day.”

“Khong, hdm nay em xin phép vé luon a.”

“Thé a. Nhung mot chut thoi cling dwge ma. Vao cung nhau di.”
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“Kia em,” Ikai cau may. “Ep qué 1am cd ay khé xit ddy. Méi ngudi c6
hoan canh khac nhau ma.”

Hiromi giat minh trwdc 16i n6i dy. Co vira nhin Ikai thi anh mau chéng
chuyén anh mat day vé thiu sudt sang hwéng khac.

“Xin 16i, Ian sau sé thong tha hon... Em xin phép.” Hiromi cui chao vg
chong Ikai roi c thé roi khéi dé.

Tkai Tatsuhiko chac chéan biét vé quan hé giita Yoshitaka va Hiromi. Co
khong nghi Ayane sé ké nén c6 1é anh ta nghe dugc tir cong an. Tuy khong
ké cho Yukiko nhuwng chac han khong c6 chuyén anh ta nghi t6t vé Hiromi.

Co lai bi bua vay bdi cam gidc bat an, khong biét r6i minh sé ra sao. Co
thé hinh dung, mo6i quan hé vdi Yoshitaka r6i sé bi nhitng nguoi xung
quanh don dai. Néu vay thi Hiromi khong thé ¢ bén canh Ayane mai dugc.

Hiromi dan cdm thay minh nén bét lai gan gia dinh Mashiba thi hon. Co
hoan toan khong thé tin Ayane that long tha thit cho minh.

Anh mét khi ndy ctia Ayane van thiéu dét tdm tri. C6 an han vi da dwa
tay lén bit miéng lic dang hoa. C6 gido han sé nhin ra dé la biéu hién ém
nghén. Chinh vi thé méi héi: C6 sao khong?

Néu chi don gian la tinh nhan cia ngwoi chong da khuat, Ayane c6 thé
khong them quan tam nita. Nhung gio c6 gai do cd thai thi sao day?

Pung la Ayane c6 vé da nhan ra Hiromi mang thai tir treéc. Tuy thé, chi
doan ra thoi thi van khac xa véi viéc ti€p nhan su that.

Da vai ngay tw khi c6 tha nhan véi c6 cong an Utsumi viéc co thai. Tw
hém d6 Ayane tuyét doi khong héi Hiromi mdt 10i vé chuyén mang thai.
Hiromi tat nhién ciing khong chti dong nhac tdi. Vi thé gio Hiromi hoan
toan khong hiéu duwgc Ayane dang suy nghi nhitng gi.

Nén lam thé nao mdi tét day? Cit nghi t6i la co thay tredc mat nhu téi
sam lai.

Co hiéu minh nén pha thai. Ci¥ nhw bay gio ma sinh con thi c6 khong tw
tin c6 thé nubi day n6 thanh dwra tré hanh phtc. Cha thi da mat. Khong
nhitng thé, ban than Hiromi dang ditng trudc nguy co that nghiép. Khong,
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chinh xac 1a néu sinh con thi khong thé nhan lam nhitng cong viéc Ayane
giao cho ntra.

Nghi theo huéng nao cd cling thdy khong con lya chon nao khac. Bat
chap diéu d6, Hiromi van khong thé dit khoat. Vi con yéu Yoshitaka nén
khong danh long bé di di san duy nhat anh dé lai? Hay vi ban nang phu niY
khién c6 mu6n sinh con? Chinh c6 ciing khong biét.

Du sao di nita, thoi gian cling chang con nhiéu. C6 biét cham nhat thi
minh ciing phdi quyét dinh trong vong hai tuan tdi.

Vira roi khéi nha tang 1€, Hiromi chuan bi vay taxi thi c6 tiéng goi, “Co
Wakayama.”

Nhin thdy nguwoi goi, Hiromi cang bu6n hon nita. Anh céng an tén
Kusanagi dang chay lai gan.

“T6i tim c6 mdi. Co dinh veé roi a?”

“Vang, t6i hoi mét.”

Chac chan ngudi cong an nay biét viéc Hiromi dang mang thai. C6 tham
nghi, néu da vay thi ct thé hién rd minh khong muoén co thé phai chiu dung
théem.

“Xin 16i vi lam phién nhung t6i c6 thé hoi chuyén c6 dwgc khéng? Chi
mat rat it thoi gian th6i.”

Hiromi khéng c6 gang che gidu sy kho chiu nita.

“Ngay bay gio a?”

“Mong co6 dong y.”

“Bat budc phai dén cho cong an a?”

“Khong, chiing ta di cho nao c6 thé thong tha néi chuyén.” Ro6i khong
cho Hiromi tra 101, anh ta vay mot chiéc taxi.

biém dén ma Kusanagi noi véi tai xé nam gan chung cw ctia Hiromi.
Biét rang anh ta that sy dinh két thic s6m, c6 thdy nhe nhom.
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Co6 mot quan an gia dinh, hai nguwdi xuong xe & d6. Quan vang khach. Ho
huwéng tdi chiéc ban nam sau trong cung.

Hiromi chon sita vi hong tra hodc ca phé nam trong menu ty phuc vu.
Kusanagi chon ca-cao, chac ciing vi ly do twong tu.

“Nhitng noi thé nay hau hét déu cam hut thude nhi. Co thé noi l1a ho tao
dwgc moi truong tot d6i vai nhitng vi khach nhw c6 phai khong?” Kusanagi
no nu cuwoi than thien.

Chac anh mu6n thé hién minh da biét viéc c6 dang mang thai, nhung vi
chwa thé dit khoat chuyén pha thai nén Hiromi chi thay do la nhitng 10i hét
suc vo duyen.

“Xin 16i... chuyén anh muén noéi 1a?” Co hoi, dau van cui xudng.

“Co mét lam phai khong? Vay t6i sé khong no6i nhitng 101 thiva thai.”
Kusanagi hoi ruén vé phia trede. “Ciing khong phai 1a chuyén gi méi. Toi
héi vé mai quan hé vdi nit gigi cia Mashiba Yoshitaka.”

Hiromi bat giac ngang mat lén.

“Co hay hiéu ding nhw nhitng tir ma t6i n6i. Y toi 1, Mashiba c6 hen ho
vOi nguoi phu nit nao khac ngoai c6 khong?”

Hiromi ngo6i thang day, chép mat. Co thady hoi hoang mang. D6 1a cau
héi khong thé ngo tdi.

“Sao anh lai héi toi viéc nhu thé?”

“Y ¢6 1a sa0?”

“Co6 thong tin nao vé mot nguwdi phu nit nhw thé a?” Giong néi ctia co
chot sac lanh.

Kusanagi méo miéng cuoi, khé xua tay.

“T6i chang c6 can c gi hét. Bon gian vi tdi khong biét c6 thé xét tdi kha
nang d6 hay khong nén mdi héi c6 nhu thé nay.”

“T6i chwa hiéu. Sao anh lai nghi vay?”

Kusanagi ldy lai vé nghiém tic, doi tay trén mat ban dan vao nhau.

“Nhw c6 cling biét, anh Mashiba qua doi vi tring doc. Xét tir hoan cénh,
néu khong phai la ngudi da vao biét thy nha Mashiba hom do thi khong thé
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bo tri chat doc dwgce. Vi thé nén c6 mdi bi nghi ngo dau tién.”

“T6i noi roi, t6i khong...”

“T6i hiéu diéu cd6 muoén noéi. Vay, néu co6 khong phai la thu pham thi ai
da vao ng6i nha d6? Chung t6i khong tim thdy nhan vat nao nhw vay céa du
la m6i quan hé trong cong viéc hay ca nhan. Do do, t6i méi ndy ra gia thiét,
khong biét d6 c6 phai nhan vat ma anh Mashiba cht dong gilr bi mat vé
moi quan hé véi ho hay khong.”

Cudi cung thi Hiromi cling hiéu diéu cong an muon néi. Nhung c6 khong
thé dong y vdi anh ta duwgc. D6 la y twong hét sitc ngd ngan.

“Anh cong an, anh hiéu sai vé anh ay roi. Pung la 16i néi hanh dong ctia
anh dy rat mau me, lai con quan hé vdi t6i, anh c6 nghi nhw vay cling dé
hiéu, nhuwng anh ay dit khoat khong phai la ké trang hoa. Ngay ca vdéi toi,
anh ay cling khong choi boi.”

Giong diéu ctia co to ra rat qua quyét nhwng Kusanagi khong chit dao
dong.

“Ttc 1a, c6 khong hé cam thdy cé bong hinh ctia nguwdi phu nit khac
dang khong?”

“Vang.”

“Thé con nhitng ngwdi trong qua khit thi sao? C6 c6 biét gi khong?”

“Qua khit? Nguwoi anh dy da ting hen ho ay a? Vay thi c6 vai nguoi
nhung chi tiét thi t6i chwa tirng nghe.”

“Chi tiét rat nho cling dwgc. C6 con nhé gi khong? Nghé nghiép hodc ho
quen nhau & dau chang han.”

Bi Kusanagi héi don, Hiromi danh c6 gang luc loi tri nhé. Dung la
Yoshitaka c6 lan tiét 10 vé mo6i quan hé trong quéa khit. C6 van con lai doi
chut an twong.

“T6i chi biét chuyén anh dy tirng hen ho v&i nguwdi cé lién quan dén
nganh xudt ban thoi.”

“Lién quan dén nganh xuat ban? Chang han nhw bién tap vién a?”

“Khong, la ngwoi viét sach thi ding hon.”
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“Vay la nha van?”

Hiromi nghiéng dau.

“T6i khong ro6. Anh ay c6 n6i rat phién phitc vi ngwoi kia ctt xudt ban
sach 1a lai doi anh néu cdm twdéng. Hoi vé nodi dung sach thi Mashiba néi rat
chung chung. T6i khong hoi nhiéu hon vi biét anh ay ghét bi héi nay no vé
cac moi quan hé trong qua khit.”

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Anh 4y ndéi khong c6 hitng tha véi cac c6 tiép vién va nghé si. Vi thé,
tuy c6 di nhitng budi tiéc mai moi nhwng gap nhiéu ngwdi mau do phia chu
tri sap xép nén thay rat chan.”

“Nhung anh ta gdp phu nhan & tiéc mai méi ding khong?”

“Hinh nhw l1a thé.” Hiromi cup mat.

“C6 gi cho thay Mashiba van lién lac vGi nhitng ngwoi tirng qua lai trueéc
day khong?”

“T6i nghi la khong. V&i nhitng gi t6i biét thi nhw vay.” Hiromi ngwdc 1én
nhin diéu tra vién. “Anh nghi nguwdoi phu nit ay da giét Mashiba a?”

“T6i cho la hoan toan c6 thé. Chinh vi vay t6i mong c6 c6 gang nhd lai.
Vé chuyén yéu duong thi dan 6ng day so hd so v&i phu nit, gap dip nao doé
la dé buot miéng vé nhitng mai tinh trong qua khit.”

“Tuy noi vay...”

Hiromi kéo ly sita lai gan. Nhap mot ngum, c6 thay tiéc da khong chon
hong tra vi gio phai dé y xem khée miéng c6 bi dinh mau trang khong.

Chgt nhé ra mot chuyén, co ngudce 1én. “Sao vay?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Anh ay trung thanh véi ca phé nhung cling rat twong tan vé hong tra.
Toi wém hoi ve viéc do thi dugce biét 1a do anh hwéng cia ngudi yéu truée.
Nguoi phu nit 4y ham mé hong tra, thdm chi chi mua & noi da dinh. Mot
ctra tiém chuyén ban hong tra & Nihonbashi thi phai.”

Kusanagi ghi chép lai. “Cira tiém tén la gi?”

“Xin 16i, t6i khong nhé dwgce nhiéu dén vay. Co thé t6i cling chwa ting
nghe.”
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“Ctra tiém chuyén vé hong tra a.” Kusanagi bam moi va gap so tay lai.

“Nhitng viéc t6i nhéd dwgce chi c6 vay thoi. Xin 16i vi khong gitp ich
duoc gi.”

“Khong dau, biét dugc ngan nay thoi cling la thw hoach 16n day. Thuyc ra
toi cling hoéi phu nhan cau y hét nhung c6 dy hoan toan khong nghe anh
Mashiba no6i gi vé nhitng chuyén nhu vay. Cé khi Mashiba tin twéng c6 hon
phu nhan day nhi.”

Nghe vay Hiromi thay hoi buc boi. Khong biét anh ta c6 y an i hay xoa
diu tam thoi, nhung néu anh ta nghi may 16i nay c6 thé lam c6 thay kha hon
du chi mot chut thi that dang ngac nhién.

“Xin hoi, nhw vay da dugc chwa? Toi thye sy mudn vé nha.”

“Lam phién c6 qu4, cdAm on c6 rat nhiéu. Néu nhé thém duwgce bat ¢t diéu
gi, xin hay cho t6i biét.”

“Vang, khi ay t0i sé goi dién thoai cho anh.”

“Peé toi dua b ve.”

“Khong sao dau. To6i di bo vé ciing dugc.”

Hiromi ditng day, dé lai phiéu thanh toan trén ban, khong buén cam on.
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14

Hoi nuwdc boc 1én tir miéng dm dun. Yukawa van im lang khong néi, anh
nhdc am lén r6i d6 nwdc so6i vao bon riva. Sau dd, anh mé nap, go kinh va
nhin vao bén trong. Co6 1é vi khong mudn mat kinh bi mao.

“Thé nao?” Kaoru hoi.

Yukawa dat am dun lén bép, tw tiv lac dau. “Khong dwgc, van nhw khi
nay.”

“Vay la gelatin...”

“U. Pong lai.”

Yukawa kéo chiéc ghé lai gan roi dat nguoi xuéng. Anh dan hai tay sau
gdy, nglita mat nhin tran nha. Anh khéng mac 4o trang ma mac mot chiéc
thun mau den cdc tay. Tuy dang gay nhung doi vai lai rat co bap.

Kaoru dang & phong nghién cttu cua Yukawa. Hom trueée co nghe anh
néi sé lam thyc nghiém xac nhan y twéng ctia minh vé thu doan bo chat déc
vao am dun nudc.

Nhung két quéa c6 vé khong duge nhw y. Dé hoan tat thu doan nay, bat
budc phdi lam sao dé sau lan tht hai stt dung &m dun, gelatin chwa tan hét
va chat doc bén trong cling chwa hoa vao nuwédc. Nghia 1a can mot 16p
gelatin kha day. Tuy nhién, khi day dén mc do6 thi lan tiép theo gelatin
khong tan hét ma dong lai bén trong dm. Tat nhién la trong bao cdo cua t6
giam dinh, chang c6 chat nao nhw vay ca.

“Pung la khong dung gelatin dugc réi nhi.” Yukawa gdi dau bang cé hai
tay.

“Giam dinh phia chang t6i cting nhan dinh nhv vay.” Utsumi noi. “Co y
kién cho rang, ké ca gelatin c6 tan hét thi bén trong &m van sét lai mot it.
Thém nita, khi ndy t6i cling noi roi, khong phat hién thay gelatin trong bot
ca phé da qua st dung. Vi y twéng rat thu vi nén t6 giam dinh cling hang
hai thir nghiém rat nhiéu xem cac nguyén liéu khac cho két qua thé nao.”

“Ho thir cd mang bot roi dung khong?”

“Vang. Luc do thi tinh bot sot lai v6i bot ca phe.”
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“Nham r6i a.” Yukawa vo vo dau goi roi ding day. “That dang tiéc
nhung y twdng nay vut di thi hon.”

“Mac du t6i nghi la n6 rat tuyét.”

“Chi lam cho Kusanagi tai mat di mot chit thoi.” Yukawa khoac lén
nguoi chi€c 4o mau trang dang vat trén lwng ghé twra. “Anh ta dang lam gi
vay?”

“Piéu tra cac mo6i quan hé véi phu nit trong qua khit cia Mashiba.”

“Qua nhién. Anh ta van giit nguyén niém tin theo kiéu ctia riéng minh.
Bay gio khong thé thuc hién dugc thti doan sit dung &m dun nudc, cé 1€ nén
di theo gia thuyét cta anh ta.”

“Nguoi yéu cii giét Mashiba ay a?”

“Khong ro c6 phai nguoi yéu hay khong, nhung sang Chu nhat, thu
pham bang cach nao d6 da xam nhap nha Mashiba sau khi Hiromi roi khoi
dé6 va tha chat doc vao am dun nuwdc... Suy luan nhv vay la hop 1y nhat.”

“Trc la anh bo cuoc?”

“T6i c6 ndi nhu vay la bo cudc dau. Chi tuan theo phép loai trw thoi. Co
vé Kusanagi danh tinh cdm dac biét d6i vGi phu nhan Mashiba nhung diém
nhin cta cau ta chwa chac da sai. Toi nghi cau ta dang diéu tra theo huwéng
thue sw hop 1y day.” Yukawa lai ngoi xudng ghé, bat tréo chan. “Chat doc
la thach tin a. C6 xac dinh thi pham qua nguon goc cta chat doc dugc
khong?”

“Khé hon dy doan. Nhitng nong duwgc c6 dung thach tin da bi cdm san
xuat va mua ban tir khodng nam muwoi nam trudce roi, nhung né van dwgce s
dung & nhitng cho khong ngo tdi.”

“Chang han nhu?”

“Chat bao quan cho do6 go, kiém soat con trung, thudc diéu tri nha khoa,
vat liéu ban dan... kiéu nhu vay.”

“Pugc dung nhiéu qua nhi. Cé ca nha si co a.”

“Nghe néi dugc dung dé diét tuy rang. Nhung trong treong hgp nay, né &
dang keo dan kho tan trong nwdc, hon nita ty 1€ thach tin trung tam chi c6
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40% tho6i. Kha nang tha pham dung né trong vu nay dugc danh gia la thap.”

“Vay cho nao c6 kha nang?”

“R0O rang la cac cong ty kiém soat con trung. Ho cht yéu dung dé dudi
moi. Khi mua ho phai dang ky tén va dia chi nén chiing t6i dang xac nhan.
Tuy nhién, viéc lvu tri ndi dung dang ky ay chi duy tri trong nam nam nén
néu mua tredc thoi gian do thi bo tay. Néu tha pham c6 dugce theo cach
khong chinh thitc thi khong thé 1an theo dugc.”

“T6i khong nghi thu pham lan nay dé 10 so hd theo 16i ay dau.” Yukawa
lac dau. “Cong an c6 1é chi trong dgi vao két qua cta Kusanagi thoi.”

“Du sao toi cting khong thé tin la tha pham da bé doc tryc tiép vao am
dun nugce.”

“Vi sao? Vi cach thitc ay phu nhan khong thé thyc hién? C6 nghi ngo
phu nhan cling dvgc thoi nhung bam vao do ma suy luan thi khong hgp ly
dau.”

“T6i khong bam vao dé. To6i khong tin 1a hdm dé cé nguwdi thi ba budc
vao dinh thy nha Mashiba. Chang cé chiit dau vét nao chitng minh viéc ay
cd. Gia st ding nhr Kusanagi van nghi, ngudi yéu cii dén dé thi Mashiba
chi it phai moi mot ly ca phe chw.”

“Cling c6 nguoi khong moi dau. Thém nita, néu déi phuong la ngudi
khong thé hoan nghénh.”

“Thé thi mot nguwdi nhu thé lam cach nao bo duwgce chat doc vao trong
am? Mashiba sé quan sat ho ma?”

“Mashiba ciing co6 lic di vé sinh chr. Tranh thu luc d6 khong kho dau.”

“Vay tha pham da 1én mdt ké hoach khong chac chan lam nhi. Mashiba
ma khong dirng day di vé sinh thi biét lam sao day?”

“Co6 thé c6 mot phwong an khac hodc xac dinh tir bé ké hoach néu khong
c6 co hoi. Khong thue hién thi cling chang ton hai gi dén thu pham ma.”

“Tién sinh...” Kaoru ha cdm xu6ng, nhin thang vao khuoén mat nha vat ly
hoc. “Cung phe véi ai vay?”
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“Co ndi ky cuc qua. T6i chang cung phe vdi ai ca. T6i chi phan tich
thong tin, thi thodng lam thyc nghiém va c6 gang tim ra cau tra 16i hop ly
nhat thoi. Va, & thoi diém hién tai thi c6 hoi bat 1gi.”

Kaoru can moi.

“Toi dinh chinh lai 1oi ban nay. N6i that long thi toi nghi ngd phu nhan
Mashiba. T6i tin c6 ta it nhiéu c6 lién quan dén cai chét ctia anh Mashiba.
Du nguoi khac c6 thé danh gia t6i la ngoan c6.”

“Hung hang thé. Chang giong c6 chit nao nhi.” Yukawa hai huéc nhin
vai. “Néu t6i khong nham, can c¢ dé c6 nghi ngd phu nhan la may ly sam-
panh thi phéi. Khong cét chiing vao ta chén la viéc khong tw nhién, ding
khong?”

“Con nita. Phu nhan Mashiba biét vé vu an vao dém xay ra s viéc. Co
tin nhan thoai cong an dé lai do khong lién lac dugc. Toi da nghe anh cong
an thuc hién cudc goi do ké lai. Anh ta dé lai tin nhan la: Téi muén thong
bdo viéc khan cdap lién quan dén chong chi, rdat mong nhdn duoc lién lac
cua chj. Vay la, khoang 12 gio dem anh ta nhan dugc dién thoai ctia phu
nhan va da ké dai khai tinh hinh. Bwong nhién, thoi diém dé, anh ta khong
néi dén kha nang nan nhan bi sat hai.”

“Hurm, thé thi sao?”

“Ngay tiép theo, phu nhan vé tha do bang chuyén bay sém nhat. Toi va
Kusanagi di don, khi ng6i trén xe c6 dy goi cho Wakayama Hiromi. Lic dé,
cd ay néi, Hiromi, vdat va cho em roi.” Utsumi vira h6i twéng vira tiép tuc
néi. “Khodanh khac do, toi da thay ky la.”

“Vat va cho em roi a?” Yukawa go ngon tay tré vao dau goi. “Tu cau do
ma hinh dung thi ké tr lic nghe céng an théng bao vé vu an cho dén budi
sang, phu nhan khong hé noi chuyén v6i Wakayama Hiromi nhi.”

“Qua khong hoé danh. Biéu t6i mudn no6i ding la nhw vay.” Xac nhan
duwgce Yukawa duong nhw cé cung nghi van véi minh, Kaoru bat gidc mim
cwoi. “Phu nhan Mashiba giao chia khéa nha cho Hiromi. Trwdc do co ay
da nhan ra moéi quan hé cia Wakayama Hiromi va anh Mashiba. Nghe tin
chong qua doi mot cach dang ngo, phan tng binh thuong sé la goi dién
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ngay cho Wakayama Hiromi ding khong nao? Khong nhitng thé, nha
Mashiba con c6 ban 1a vg chong Ikai, nhung co ay cling khong lién lac véi
ho. That khong thé hiéu dwgce.”

“Vay canh sat hinh sy Utsumi suy luan thé nao vé chuyén d6?”

“Toi nghi, phu nhan khong goi dién thoai cho ca Wakayama Hiromi va
vo chong Ikai la vi viéc d6 khong can thiét. Pa twong tan vé cai chét bat
thwong cta chong nén khong can phai nghe ngong tinh hinh chi tiét tir bat
ky ai nita.”

Yukawa cudi day an y, anh dui mii.

“C0 da noi suy luan do vai ai chwa?”

“Poi truong Mamiya.”

“Co0 khong noi v6i Kusanagi a?”

“Co noi thi chac chan anh dy cling coi thuwong, cho do chi la cdm tinh.”

Yukawa nhan mat ditng day, tién lai gan bon rita.

“Ct dinh ninh nhuw vay dé lam gi chit. T6i n6i mét diéu co thé hoi la,
nhung cau ta la mot diéu tra vién rat wu td ddy. Du cé danh it nhiéu cam
tinh dac biét cho ké tinh nghi thi cling khong danh mat sy tinh tdo dau. Qua
that, néu nghe nhitng gi c6 vira néi, chac cau ta cling khéng thay doi suy
nghi ngay lap tic. C6 thé doan trudc la lic dau sé phan doi ngay. Tuy
nhién, cau ta khong phai kiéu ngudi coi nhe y kién ctia nguwdi khac. Chac
chan cu ta sé suy nghi vé van dé dé theo cach ctia minh. Két qua 1a, du dan
tGi két luan khong nhw mong doi cia ban than, sau d6 Kusanagi van khéng
lam ngo dau.”

“Tién sinh tin twdng anh ay nhi.”

“Néu khong, t6i da chang hop tac diéu tra nhiéu lan.” Yukawa twoi cuwoi
khoe ham rang trang, bat dau cho b6t vao may pha ca phé.

“Tién sinh thay thé nao? Cach nghi cta toi c6 bat thuwong khong?”

“Khong hé, nhan xét cue ky logic day. Biét tin chong mat thi c6 gang hét
sttc dé c6 thong tin m@i la binh thwong. Phu nhan ma khéng lién lac véi ai
qua la khong tw nhien.”
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“May qua.”

“Vi t6i la nguwoi lam khoa hoc. Néu héi toi chon céi nao gitra gia thuyét
khong ty nhién vé madt tam ly va gia thuyét bat kha vé mat vat ly, du c6 doi
chit mién cwdng, t6i van phai chon gia thuyét thit nhat. Néu “thiét bi hen
gi0” bé thudc doc vao am dun nam ngoai suy luan ctda toi thi cau chuyén
lai khac.” Yukawa rot nwéc may vao may pha ca phé. “Nan nhan chi dung
nuwdc dong chai dé pha ca phé, chang hiéu mui vi khac nhau dén dau nhi.”

“Khong phdi do mui vi thé nao ma vi sttc khée. Thyc sy thi phu nhan
van dung nwdc may khi khong c6 mat Mashiba. Chac t6i ké roi, Wakayama
Hiromi ciing khai da dung nwéc may vao sang hom Chu nhat.”

“Tom lai la nguoi thue sy st dung nwdc dong chai chi c6 nan nhan thoi
a?”

“Chinh vi thé, bé chdt doc vao chai nwéc la gia thuyét cé strc thuyét
phuc.”

“Phong nghién cttu phap y ciing khong tim dugc gi nén gia thuyét ay
phai bé di chi?”

“Nhung khong tim thdy ciing dau c6 nghia kha nang bé doc vao chai
nuwdce la con s6 0. Trén thye té€ van c6 ngwoi ludn riva sach chai nhya truée
khi vt bé ma.”

“Loai dugc rira thwong la chai dung tra hoac nwéc hoa qua chir. Liéu ho
c6 ria chai dung nuwdc loc khong?”

“Con nguoi c6 mot thir goi la thoi quen.”

“N6i vay ciling ding. Néu thé thi tha pham may man kinh khing. Nho
thoi quen cua nan nhan ma con duwong ha doc khong xac dinh dvgc.”

“Chuyén ay thi, gia dinh phu nhan la thu pham nhé,” Kaoru tham do biéu
cam cua Yukawa. “T0i tiép tuc suy luan theo hwéng nay khong sao chi?”

Yukawa nd nu cuoi kho sé.

“Pirng ban tam. Chung toi cling thwdng xuyén dat ra cac gia thuyét. Hau
hét 1a bi phu dinh ngay tir goc ré. Néu gia dinh phu nhan la tha pham thi c6
gi hay nao?”
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“Von di, ngwoi noi ra viéc anh Mashiba chi dung nwéc dong chai chinh
la phu nhan. Theo Kusanagi, c6 ta ma bo thuéc doc vao nuwdce thi sé chang
c6 tinh néi ra diéu do, nhung t6i nghi ngwgc lai. Phai chang y do cta co ta
1a, néu sém muon gi chat doc cling bi phat hién trong chai nwdc thi néi ra
trwdc sé bét dwge déi chut nghi ngd. Nhung chat doc lai khong bi phat
hién. Thanh that la t6i cling hoang mang. Néu c0 ta la thu pham va bang
phwrong phap nao dé chuan bi san chat doc trong &m dun nuwdc, thi chang c6
ly do gi dé c6 tinh cho c6ng an biét viéc anh Mashiba chi dung nwéc dong
chai. Biét dau viéc chat doc khong duge tim thiy trong chai nwéc la diéu
bat ngo doi v6i chinh c6 ta.”

Vé mat Yukawa dan tré nén nghiém tic trong khi nghe Kaoru n6i. Anh
nhin cham cham vao hoi nwéc thoat ra tir may pha ca phé.

“Ttc 1a phu nhan khong nghi dén viéc Mashiba sé rita chai nwgc?”

“Néu t6i la phu nhan thi khong. Thong thwong, c6 1€ chi tinh dén viéc
chai nwdc con sét doc té6 sé dwgc tim thdy & hién trwong théi. Nhung
Mashiba dung hét nwéc c6 doc dé pha ca phé. Sau do rira cai chai trong lic
chd nwdc s6i. Vi phu nhan khong biét viéc dé6 nén mdéi di trudc mot budc,
goi y vOi cong an rang c6 1é tha pham da bé doc vao chai nwdc. Néu nghi
nhu vay thi tat ca dién bién déu an khép.”

Yukawa gat dau, dwa ngon tay tro 1én day gong kinh.

“Co6 vé kha thi vé mat ly luan day.”

“T6i cling biét con nhiéu diém khong tw nhién. Nhung, thuc s c6 kha
nang do.”

“Pung thé. Nhuwng c6 cach nao chitng minh khéng nhi?”

“Khong. Tiéc la nhw vay.” Kaoru can moi.

Yukawa g& binh duwng khoi may pha ca phé. Anh rét ca phé vao hai chiéc
coc, dua mot chiéc vé phia Kaoru.

“Cam on anh,” c6 cam lay no.

“Co6 khi nao cac nguoi la dong bon khong nhi?” Yukawa ndi.

‘(Héfp”
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“T6i dang hdi, c6 két hgp vGi Kusanagi dé lira toi diing khong?”

“Ltra tién sinh? Tai sao chi?”

“T6i da cd quyét khong phoi hgp vdi cong an ma lai bi choc ding vao
tam ly wa tim toi kham pha tri thitc. Chuyén yéu duong ctia Kusanagi, tht
gia vi c6 mui thom nguy hiém da phat huy tac dung day.” Yukawa cuwdi nita
miéng va uong ca phé mot cach ngon lanh.
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15

Tiém hong tra “Ku-ze” & Nihonbashi Odenmachou.

Nam bén trong tang mot ctia mét cao 6¢ van phong, ngay gan doé la pho
Suitengu véi hang loat cac ngan hang, c6 thé hinh dung dwgc quang canh
vao gio nghi trva nhon nhip bdi bong dang nhitng phu nit cong sa.

Kusanagi di qua canh ctra kinh, thay tre6c mat la quay ban 14 tra. Anh da
tim hiéu trwdc va biét ho c6 trén nam muwoi loai hong tra khac nhau. Phia
trong cung dugc bo tri thanh phong tra. Vao khoang thoi gian 18 ¢d tam 4
gi0 chiéu sé thiy thip thodng chi em phu ni* dén mua hang. C6 ca nhitng
nguwoi dang doc tap chi, nhin dong phuc la biét rd nhan vién cong ty nao.
Khong thay khach hang nam gidi.

Mot ni phuc vu ban voc ngudi nhé bé trong trang phuc mau trang tién
lai gan anh.

“Kinh chao quy khach. Quy khach dén mot minh a?” Tuy twoi cuoi
nhung dau doé van thoang nét nghi ngai. C6 1€ vi anh khong giong kiéu
khach dén tiém hong tra mGt minh.

T6i di mét minh, nghe Kusanagi dap, nit phuc vu ban van giit vé mat twoi
cuwoi, dan anh ra ghé ngoi. D6 la vi tri & sat twong.

Trong menu la mot loat tén cac loai hong tra ma dén hém qua van con la
lung v&i Kusanagi. Nhung lic nay thi anh da biét mot sé loai va cling da
dung qua. Pay la tiém hong tra thi tw ma anh tim dén.

Kusanagi vay ¢6 phuc vu khi ndy va goi tra chai. O tiém tra trugc dé, anh
duwgc biét day 1a loai duwgc dun tir hong tra Assam va sita. Anh kha thich va
muon uéng thém mot c6c nita.

“Vang, va, toi la...” anh chia danh thiép vé phia c6 gai. “T6i c6 chit viéc
muon hoi, co cé thé goi chu tiém gium khong?”

Vira nhin thay noi dung trén danh thiép, nu cwdi trén khuon mat nit phuc
vu vut tat. Kusanagi voi vang xua tay.

“Khong c6 chuyén gi nghiém trong nén co ding lo, tdi chi muén héi vé
khach hang thoi.”
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“Vang, vay anh cho cho mot chut.”

“Xin nho c06,” Kusanagi dap. Anh von dinh nhéan tién héi xem cé dwoc
hit thuéc hay khong nhwng lai théi. Dap vao mat anh la chi dan dan trén
twong vai noi dung khong hiit thudc & moi cho ngoi trong tiém.

Anh lai nhin quanh bén trong cwa tiém. Khong gian tinh lang. Cach bai
tri rat thodi mai nén cac cap doi néu cé vao day chac sé khong can phai ban
tam dén khach & ban bén. Mashiba Yoshitaka ma ghé tGi cling khong dang
ngac nhién.

Tuy nhién, Kusanagi khong dam ky vong qua nhiéu. Ba ctra tiém anh
dén trudc do cling tao an twong twong tu.

Chéng may chdc, mot ngwdi phu nit dén trwdc mét anh. Ao vest mau den
khoac bén ngoai chiéc so mi trang, vé mat nhu mi. Co trang diém nhe, téc
budc gon gang vé phia sau. Anh doan c6 khodng ba muoi 1am tubi.

“Xin héi cé chuyén gi thé a?”

“Co la chu tiém a?”

“Vang. Toi tén la Hamada.”

“Xin 16i vi lam phién gitta gid lam viéc cia c6. Mdi c6 ng6i.” Anh chi
chiéc ghé dsi dién va ldy tit trong tdii ra mot tdm hinh. Anh chup Mashiba
Yoshitaka. “T6i dang diéu tra mot vu viéc, nhan vat nay co tirng dén day
khong? T6i nghi co6 1€ phai ti hai nam trudc.”

Cha tiém Hamada nhan lay tdm hinh, nhin k¥ r6i nghiéng dau nghi nggi.

“T6i c6 cam giac la da thay ho nhwng khong dam khang dinh. Moi ngay
déu c6 nhiéu khach dén va khong thé cham cham nhin vao mat ho dwgc.”

Cau trad 10i cta ngwoi phu nit dai khéi cling giong nhitng gi anh dugc
nghe khi hoi tham @ ba ctra tiém khac.

“Vay a. T6i nghi chac anh ta sé di cung nguoi yéu.”

Anh can than n6i thém nhung c6 chi mim cwdi va nghiéng dau noi.

“Cac cdp doéi dén tiém ching toi cling rat dong.” Co dat bitc anh xudng
madt ban.
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Kusanagi gat dau, cudi nhe dap lai. Anh da chuan bi trwwdc tinh than nén
khong dén noi that vong. Nhung, roé rang cam giac chay don chay dao mot
cach vo vong bat dau nhen 1én.

“Chuyén anh can hoi chi c6 vay thoi a?”

“Vang, thé la dugc roi.”

Cht tiém vtra ditng ddy thi nhan vién phuc vu khi ndy bung tra dén. Co
ta sap dat tach tra xuong ban thi nhin thdy bitc dnh & dé, lién dirng tay lai.

“A, xin 16i.” Kusanagi nhac n6 1én.

Nhwng c6 gai van khong dat tach tra xuéng ma lién tuc chép mat nhin
anh.

“Sao thé?” Anh hoi.

“Vi khach do, c6 chuyén gi vay a?” Co rut re haoi.

Kusanagi md to mat roi lai dwa bitrc anh vé phia co gai.

“Co... biét nguoi nay a?”

“Co thé ndi la biét khong nhi... d6 la mot khach hang.”

Duwong nhu nghe thay co6 gai noi, cha tiém Hamada lién quay lai.

“That a?”

“Vang, chac t6i khong nham dau. Vi t6i da nhin thay anh ta vai lan.”

Giong diéu khong chac chan nhung cé thé thiy co tu tin vao tri nhé cta
minh.

“Toi nho c6 gai nay mot chut duwge khong?” Kusanagi hoi cha tiém
Hamada.

“Vang, xin moi.”

Vitra ding lic c6 khach méi buwdc vao. Cha tiém Hamada lién quay vé
phia ho.

Kusanagi moi nit phuc vu ban ng6i xuéng ghé doi dién.

“Co6 nhin thay anh ta vao khoang thdi gian nao?” Kusanagi bat dau hoi.

“T6i nghi 1an dau tién la khoang ba nam trudc. Lic do6 t6i vira vao lam
viéc, tén cac loai tra chwra nam ro nén gay rac réi. Vi thé t6i méi nhé.”

“Anh ta di mot minh a?”
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“Khong, luon di cung vo.”

“Vo? Nguoi phu nit do trong thé nao?”

“MOot nguoi c6 mai toc dai va xinh dep. Nét mat nhin nhu con lai.”

Chdc khong phdi Mashiba Ayane ro6i, Kusanagi nghi. Ayane thi rd rang
la m6t my nhan kiéu Nhat.

“Tu6i tac thi sao?”

“Co 1€ ngoai ba mwoi mot chut, cling cé thé 1a hon thé.”

“Hai ngwoi d6 néi ho la vg chong?”

“Viéc do thi,” c6 phuc vu nghiéng dau. “Chac do toi ctt twdng vay thoi.
Nhung trong ho nhw vo chong ay. Ho c6 vé rat than mat, c6 lan nhw ghé
vao day sau khi di mua sam.”

“Co con nhé gi vé nguwoi phu nit dé6 khong? Chi tiét rat nhé nao ciling
duoc.”

Do6i mat c6 phuc vu hién 1én vé bdi r6i. Kusanagi tham nghi, C6 1€ c6 ta
dang hoi hdn vi buét miéng néi minh biét nguoi trong birc hinh.

“Khong biét viéc nay c6 phai la t6i lam twéng hay khéng.” C6 ngap
ngtrng. “To6i nghi c6 ay la ngwdi vé tranh.”

“Veé tranh... y co la hoa si?”

Co gai gat dau roi nguwdc nhin anh.

“Co6 liac c6 ay mang theo s6 phac hoa hoac hop chir nhat to ¢d nay,” co
md hai tay thanh khoang rong c& 60 centimét. “Cai hop bang phang.”

“Co khong nhin thidy dugc bén trong ding khong?”

“T6i khong thay.” Co cui xudng.

Kusanagi nh¢ lai 10i ké cia Wakayama Hiromi. Mashiba Yoshitaka ttrng
hen ho vé&i mot c6 gai lam cong viéc lién quan dén nganh xudt ban, cling
ting ra sach.

Hoa si ma ra sach thi chac sé la nhitng cudn tap hgp cac bitc tranh.
Nhuwng Wakayama Hiromi con néi rang, Mashiba Yoshitaka cam thay phién
phttc vi phéi néu cdm twéng vé nhitng cudn sach. Anh nghi, néu dé la tap
hop tranh anh thi cling khong c6 gi qua thu vi.
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“Con an twgng nao khac nita khong?” Kusanagi hoi.

Co phuc vu nghiéng dau nghi nggi r6i nhin anh vé tham do.

“Hai ngwoi do, ho khéng phaéi vo chong a?”

“Chac chan la c6 nham, nhung sao thé?”

“Khong, chang phai chuyén gi to tat,” cd dat tay lén ma. “T6i c6 cam
giac ho néi chuyén vé con cdi. Kiéu nhw la muén sém c6 con. Nhung toi
khong dam chac. C6 thé t6i nham vdi cdp doi khac.”

Van la giong thiéu tv tin nhuwng Kusanagi tin ky (fc cua ¢6 géi la chinh
xac. Khong lan vao dau dwgc. C6 gai chac chan dang ké vé Mashiba
Yoshitaka va c6 ngudi yéu ngay dé. Cudi cung ciing tim dugc manh moi.
Long anh phan chan hon mot chuit.

Anh cam on va “bubng tha” c6 phuc vu. Véi tay lay tach tra chai. Tuy
hoi ngudi nhung hwong thom va vi ngot cua sita va tra pha tron v6i nhau
mot cach tuyét hao.

Uobng voi dén nita tach tra, anh bat dau suy nghi phai lam gi dé xac nhan
than phan ctia co gai cé vé 1a hoa si ay thi dién thoai di dong bao c6 cudc
goi dén. Nhin vao man hinh, anh ngac nhién vi ngudi goi la Yukawa. Anh
md& may, van dé y khach hang xung quanh. “Kusanagi nghe day.”

“Toi Yukawa day. Bay gio noi chuyén dugc khong?”

“T6i dang & mot cho kho cé thé néi to tiéng, nhung dwgc. Hiém hoi lam
sao, anh chu dong lién lac co day. Chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i c6 viéc muon trao doi. Hom nay c6 sap xép dugc thai gian khéng?”

“Néu la viéc quan trong thi tat nhién la dwgc. Viéc thé nao day?”

“Chi tiét thi t6i mudén gap nhau da, nhuwng ndi trwée la trao dbi vé cong
viéc cua cac cau thoi.”

Kusanagi thag dai.

“Cau voi Utsumi, hai nguwoi lai dang 1én lut lam gi a?”

“Vi khong muén lam 1én Iat nén méi goi dién thé nay day. Cau muon
gdp hay khong nao?”
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Kusanagi cwoi kho s, tham nghi sao ma tén nay lic nao ciling lan lwét
minh nhv vay.

“Biét roi. Toi phdi di dau nao?”

“DPia diém thi tiy cau chon. Ma, néu dwgc thi ché nao khong cho hiit
thudc 1a tét nhat.” Yukawa ao ao ndi.

Cudi cung ho hen nhau & mot quan nwéc canh ga Shinagawa. Gan khach
san ma Ayane dang &. Anh dinh sé hoi c6 vé nit hoa si néu sém xong viéc
v0Oi Yukawa.

Vira buéc vao quan da thdy Yukawa & d6. Cau ta dang doc cai gi dé cé
vé la tap chi trén chiéc ghé trong cung & khu vyc khong hut thudce. Pa sap
sang dong, thé ma cau ta van mac 4o thun coc tay. C6 mét chiéc ao jacket
bang da mau den dat & ghé bén canh.

Kusanagi tién lai gan va ditng ¢ phia doi dién. Nhung Yukawa khong
bu6n ngang mat lén.

“Poc gi ma cham chu thé?” Anh cat 10i va kéo ghé ngoi.

Yukawa chang hé té ra ngac nhién, chi tay vao cuén tap chi dang doc.

“Tin vé khing long. Gigi thiéu mot ky sy vé ky thuat chup CT hoa
thach.”

Co6 vé cau ta van dé y va biét Kusanagi da dén.

“Tap chi khoa hoc a? Chup CT xuwong khung long thi c6 gi hay ho chi?”

“Khong phdi la xwong. Nghién citu bang cach chup CT héa thach.”
Yukawa cudi cung ciing ngang mat 1én, dwa tay chinh lai mat kinh.

“Nhu nhau thoi. Hoa thach khung long toan la xwong con gi nita.”

Yukawa nheo do6i mat sau cap kinh ra chiéu thich thu.

“Nguoi dan 6ng nhu cau qua la khéng lam t6i that vong. Cau lubn tra 16i
diang dy doan cua t6i.”

“Lai xem t6i nhw thang ngoc day.”

Phuc vu ban dén, anh goi nwéc ép ca chua.
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“Chon d6 uéng la nhi. Y thitc vi sttc khoe a?”

“Pirng dé y. Toi khong c6 hitng vdi tra hay ca phé théi. Ma c6 viéc gi
thé? Mau vao chu dé chinh di.”

“T6i van muon néi thém mot chit vé hda thach, nhung théi cling dwgce.”
Yukawa cam tach ca phé 1én. “Cau da nghe danh gia cia bén giam dinh vé
tha thuat ha doc chuwa?”

“Nghe r6i. Tro ma cau nghi ra nhat dinh sé dé lai dau vét. Ma nhuw thé thi
kha nang né dugc dung trong vu nay la 0. Pén cd Galile cling mac sai 1am
nhi.”

“Nhat dinh hodc kha nang bang 0 la nhitng cach néi khong c6 tinh khoa
hoc. T6i ndéi lubn, chi vi dua ra gia thuyét khong chinh xac ma bi phan la
mac sai lam thi that that vong. Ma théi, cau khong phai nha khoa hoc nén
toi sé€ cho qua.”

“Nay, néu mién cwdng nhan thua thi ci¥ thang than hon mot chit c6 hon
khong?”

“Thua a? T6i chang hé nghi thé. Gia thuyét bi sup do chinh la thu hoach.
Vi cac kha nang sé thu hep lai. Con duong bo doc vao ca phé loai bo dugc
thém mot gia dinh.”

Nuwdc ép ca chua duge mang t6i. Kusanagi khong dung 6ng hit ma uong
tng wc mot hoi. Trwede dé chi uéng moi tra nén anh thdy cam giac kich
thich m@&i mé trén dau ludi.

“Con duwong chi c6 mot thoi.” Kusanagi néi. “Ai dé da cho vao dm dun.
Wakayama Hiromi hodc néu khong phéi c6 ta thi sé la nhan vat dugc
Mashiba Yoshitaka md&i dén vao ngay Cha nhat.”

“Ttc 1a cau pha nhan kha nang chat doc duwgc hoa vao nuwdc a?”

Kusanagi biu moi sau cau noi ctia Yukawa.

“T6i tin vao t6 giam dinh cling nhw phong nghién cttu phap y. Ma ho thi
khong tim thay chat doc trong cac chai nhya. Co nghia la chat doc khong
duwoc pha vao nuac.”

“Co Utsumi dat gia thiét cac chai nhya da dugc riva.”
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“T6i biét roi. Nan nhan ty rira chit gi? Toi dam cwgc chang c6 ai lai rira
chai nwéc rong ca.”

“Nhung kha nang khong phai la con s6 0 ma.”

Kusanagi thd hat ra dang miii.

“Cau danh cugce vao cai kha nang rat it ay a? Vay thi ¢ ty nhién. Con toi
sé chon 16i di hgp 1y.”

“Pung, toi thtta nhan hwéng di cta cau la hgp ly. Co diéu, moi chuyén
déu c6 cai goi la van nhat. Kién tri vGi ty 1€ ay la can thiét trong thé gidi
khoa hoc.” Yukawa hwéng vé anh v6i anh mat nghiém tic. “Toi c6 viéc can
nho cau.”

“Gi vay?”

“T6i muon quan sat dinh thw Mashiba mot 1an nita. C6 thé cho t6i vao
trong dé khong? Toi biét cau mang theo chia khéa ngoi nha dé.”

Kusanagi nhin ngugc lai nha vat ly hoc ky di.

“Cau néi gi ca? Hom trude Utsumi dan anh vao r6i co ma?”

“Piém nhin cua t6i gio khac vai lac ay.”

“Piém nhin nao co?”

“Bao do la cach nghi hét sitc don gian cling dugc. Co thé to6i da pham sai
lam. Va t6i muo6n xac nhan diéu do.”

Kusanagi go go ngon tro vao ban.

“La thé nao? No6i han hoi di.”

“Pén d6 va néu t6i xac nhan duwgc sai sét thi sé néi. Nhw thé cling la vi
cau nira.”

Kusanagi dwa lung vao ghé, anh thé dai.

“Tém lai cau am muu gi thé? Cau thwong lwgng gi véi Utsumi 16i?”

“Thwong lwgng? Cau néi gi thé?” Yukawa cuwdi khic khich. “Pirng nghi
ngo. T6i noi ro6i con gi. Pon gian la c6 bi an gy hitng thd vdi tw cach nha
khoa hoc nén t6i mdi thi hgp tac. Bdi thé, néu hét thu vi la toi rit lui ngay
1ap tirc. Vi mudn dua ra phan doan cu6i cung dy nén méi nho cau cho xem
ngo6i nha mat lan nita.”
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Kusanagi nhin xody vao doi mat ngudi ban. Yukawa dép lai anh bang vé
twng tong.

Kusanagi hoan toan khong hiéu cau ta dang nghi gi. Nhung van nhw moi
khi. Du khong hiéu, Kusanagi van tin twdng va nhd nhitng lan dugce cau ta
gidp do.

“Toi sé thir goi dien cho phu nhan. Cho mot chut nhé.” Anh vira ding
day vira ldy may di dong.

Anh ra cho khac goi dién. Ayane nhac may, Kusanagi vira dwa tay 1én
che miéng vira hoi xem bay gi® c6 thé vao nha c6 dugc hay khong.

“T6i xin 16i vi nam lan bay lwgt yéu cau thé nay nhung c6 viéc nhat dinh
can kiém chirng.”

Anh nghe dugc tiéng Ayane khé thé ra.

“Anh dirng qua ban tdm nhw vay. D€ phuc vu diéu tra, t6i nghi viéc do la
dwong nhiéen thoi. Xin trong cay vao anh.”

“Xin 16i 6, nhan tién t6i sé twdi nwdc cho hoa.”

“Cam on anh. Vay thi t6t qua.”

Kusanagi két thiic cudc goi roi tré lai cho ng6i. Yukawa ngang dau nhin
nhu dang quan sat anh.

“Co gi muon noi a?”

“Sao cau phai ra cho khac goi dién? Co6 chuyén khong mudn t6i nghe
thdy a?”

“Lam gl c6 chuyén do. Xin phép vao nha hg. Chi co vay.”

“Hum.”

“Sao nao? Lai gi nita day?”

“Khong, chang c6 gi. Chi c6 diéu, dang vé cau khi goi dién lam t6i nghi
dén nhan vién ban hang dang tro chuyén v&i khach hang than thiét. Doi
phuong 1a nguwdi phai cw x than trong dén thé co a?”

“Vao ngodi nha ma ho dang vang mat day. Can than la tit nhién ro6i.”
Kusanagi cam ldy to héa don trén ban. “Bi thoi. Sap mudn roi.”
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T nha ga, ho di chuyén bang taxi. Yukawa m& cuon tap chi khoa hoc
luc truwde.

“Cau c6 bdo hoa thach khung long chi la xwong, nhung bén trong cach
nghi d6 da an mot cai bay nghiém trong. Vi né ma rat nhiéu cac nha c6 sinh
vat hoc da lang phi luvgng 16n cac tw liéu quy gia.”

Trong long khong hao hitng nhwng Kusanagi van tiép chuyén.

“Héa thach khung long ma t6i thdy & bao tang déu la xwong ca.”

“Pung thé. Vi trudc day ho chi dé lai xwong. Nhitng phan khac déu
mang vt ca.”

“La sao?”

“Pang dao ho thi phat hién xwong khting long. Cac hoc gid hao hitng dao
x6i. Ho bo hét dat baAm vao xuwong, dung 1én bo xwong khung long khong
16. Roi, ho bat dau suy nghi xem cé ding la con khing long bao chua thi
cai cam thé nay hay khong? Tay né ngan thé nay co a? Nam 2000, c6 nhom
nghién cttu no khong bé phan dat trén héa thach dao dwgc ma civ thé mang
chup CT, thit tao tranh 3D cho cau tao bén trong. Két qud, cai hién ra chinh
la qua tim. Phan dat bén trong khung xwong ma cho dén lic d6 ngudi ta
van bé di, héa ra chang phai thit gi khac ngoai cac co quan noi tang con sét
lai, git* nguyén hinh dang nhw Iic ching con song. Hién nay, viéc chup CT
héa thach khiing long da tré thanh k¥ thuat chuan myc cia cac nha cé sinh
vat hoc.”

Htrm, Kusanagi chdm chap phéan tng. “Chuyén d6 qua la tha vi day.
Nhung né lién quan gi dén viéc lan nay? Hay chi don gian la chuyén phiém
th6i?”

“Lan dau biét cau chuyén nay, t6i nghi n6 qua la cu lita ngoan muc ma
khodng thdoi gian mdy triéu nam lam ra. Khong thé ché trach nhitng hoc gia
da bé di phan dat bén trong khi tim thady xwong khing long. Viéc ho cho
rang nhitng gi con sét lai chi c6 xwong au ciing rat binh thwong, y dinh dwa
ching 1én dé lam céc tiéu ban dep dé la dwong nhién doi vdi cac nha nghién
cttu. Tuy nhién, that lang phi vi chinh dam dat bi loai bé mé&i c6 y nghia
quan trong nhat.” Yukawa doéng tap chi lai. “Cau c6 thay thi thodng t6i van
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nhac cadu chuyén vé phuwong phap loai trir khong. Bang viéc di dén cung
tirng gia thuyét cé thé nghi tdi, ta cé thé xac dinh dwgc chi mot sy that duy
nhat. Hiém mot noi, néu cach dat gia thuyét nham lan co ban sé dan tGi két
qua v6 cung nguy hiém. Qua tap trung vao viéc thu thap xwong khing long
roi bo di mat phan quan trong la chuyén thi thodng van xay ra.”

Kusanagi hiéu ra, c6 vé Yukawa chang bang quo ndéi vé chuyén khong
lién quan dén vu an.

“Y cau 1a cach suy luan vé phwong thite pha tron chat doc c6 gi nham lan
a?”

“T6i chuan bi xac nhan day. Cé khi nao thu pham lai la mot nha khoa
hoc rét giéi khong?” Yukawa nhw dang noi véi chinh minh.

Dinh thy Mashiba vo cung yén ang. Kusanagi 14y chia khéa trong tui ra.
Hai chiéc chia khéa ctra da dugc Kusanagi mang dén khach san trd lai cho
Ayane nhung ¢6 chi nhan mot chiéc. Ly do la cong an c6 thé van can dung
va tam thoi ban than cling khéng dinh vé nha.

“Chuyén hau su xong réi ding khong? Khong cting dwong & nha thi
phai.” Yukawa vtra coi giay vira noi.

“Chac t6i chwa n6i. Mashiba Yoshitaka la ngwoi khong theo ton gido nao,
tang 1é cling dugc thay bang l1é dang hoa. Hoa tang r6i nhung c6 1é cling
khong lam 1é cing tuan dau.”

“Ra la vay, hop ly ddy. Khi nao tdi chét cau ciing lam thé dwgc khong?”

“Pugc qua di chit. Dé t6i lam cha sy tang 1€ cho.”

Buéc vao nha, Yukawa lién di doc theo hanh lang. Vira nhin theo cau ta
Kusanagi vira di 1én cau thang, m& cita phong ngu cta vg chong gia chu.
Anh mé ctra s6 ban cong trong cung roi véi tay lay binh twdi 16n dé ngoai
do. Day la cai binh twdi Kusanagi mua & ctta hang ban vat dung tan trang
nha ctta hom truwde khi Ayane nho anh twdi hoa.

Anh mang cai binh xuéng tang mot. Buwdc vao phong khach réi ngé can
bép ding lic Yukawa dang dom bén dwéi bon rira.
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“Tuwdng cau xem cho do ro6i?” Anh cat tiéng hai tr phia sau.

“Trong gidi hinh sy c6 cau “Hién truong phai diéu tra mot tram lan”
ding khong?” Yukawa soi sang bén trong bang chiéc den but. Chac cau ta
mang theo né dén day. “Pung la khong c6 dau vét dung cham.”

“RoOt cudc cau dang tim gi vay?”

“Quay lai diém mau chét ban dau. Du c6 tim thdy hoa thach khing long
thi lan nay tuyét doi khong duwgc bat can phui sach dat cat.” Vira quay lai
nhin Kusanagi, anh mat Yukawa lién tré nén ngo vue. “Cai gi thé? Mén do
ay?”

“Nhin ma khéng hiéu a? Binh twdi cay.”

“No6i mdi nhé, lan trwde cau cling bat Kishitani di twdi cay nhi. Lai con
tuyén bo dai khai la tir gio cong an cling nén c6 gang gitp do.”

“Cau muon noi gi thi néi.” Kusanagi day Yukawa sang mot bén, m@ vaoi.
Anh bat dau xa manh nuwéc vao binh twdi.

“Cai binh to nhi. Ngoai vwon khong c6 voi a?”

“Pay la nwdc twdi hoa trén tang hai. Ban cong nhiéu bon hoa lam.”

“Vat va cho cau qua.”

Mac ké 16i bi b6i cua Yukawa, Kusanagi roi khéi phong. Anh 1én tang
hai twdi nwdc cho hoa. Dau khong biét tén hau hét cac loai hoa nhung c6
thé thady béng nao ciing hoi thiéu sitc song. Kusanagi tham nhu tir gid nén
qua day twdi nwdc hai ngay mot lan. Anh nhé ra Ayane c6 néi cd dac biét
khong muon hoa ¢ ban céng tang hai bi khé héo.

Twdi nwdc xong, anh déng ctra kinh roi ngay lap tic ra khoi phong ngu.
Tuy chi nha dong y nhung anh van thdy khong thoai mai khi & lau trong
phong ngu cua nguoi khac.

Duwdi tang mot, Yukawa van dang & trong bép. Cau ta ditng khoanh tay,
dam dam nhin bon rtra.

“Gidi thich dang hoang di. Cau dang nghi gi thé? Néu khong tra 10i thi
toi sé khong tao diéu kién nhw thé nay nita dau.”
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“Tao diéu kién?” Yukawa nhuwéng mdot bén 16ng may. “Ton thuwong nhau
ddy nhé. Pan em ctia cau ma khéng tim dén thi t6i dau c6 bi cudn vao
chuyén phién phttc nay.”

Kusanagi chong tay vao hong, nhin ngugc lai nguwdi ban.

“T6i khong biét Utsumi trao doi thé nao v6i cau nhung chuyén dé khong
lién quan dén t6i. HOm nay cau muén xem xét ngdi nha nay, néu néi véi co
ta c6 phai t6t khong. Tai sao lai tim dén t6i?”

“Bai vi viéc tranh luan chi c6 y nghia khi n6 dién ra gitta nhitng ngudi cé
y kién d6i 1ap nhau.”

“Cau phan do6i cach lam cua t6i? Khi ndy cau ndi to6i hanh dong hop ly co
ma?”’

“T6i khong phan do6i cau lan theo hwéng di hop ly. Nhung t6i cling
khong thé tan thanh viéc phd nhan hwéng di khong hop ly. Mot khi van con
kha nang, du it dén dau, cling khong nén dé dang loai bé né. T6i néi di ndi
lai r6i ma. M@ mat vi xwong khiuing long roi viet hét dat la rat nguy hiém.”

Hét sirc bue boi, Kusanagi lac dau.

“Pat cat ma cau noi la gi nao?”

“Nudc.” Yukawa dap. “Chat doc dugc pha vao nuwdce. Toi van nghi thé.”

“Va nan nhan da rita may cai chai ha?” Kusanagi nhuin vai.

“Chang lién quan gi dén may cai chai. Nudc c6 thé & cho khac.” Yukawa
chi tay vao bon rtra. “Tw cdi voi dé thi bao nhiéu cling c4.”

Kusanagi nghiéng dau, nhin cham cham vao 4anh mat binh than cua
Yukawa. “Nghiém tic ddy a?”

“Vé mat kha nang la c6.”

“T6é giam dinh da xac nhan xong, trong nwdc may khong co gi bat
thuong.”

“Pung la td6 giam dinh c6 phan tich thanh phan nwdc may. Nhung muc
dich la dé phan biét nwdc con sét lai trong am dun la nwéc may hay nuwéc
déng chai. Bang tiéc, c6 vé khong xac dinh dugce. Chac do duge dung da
nhiéu nam nén mat trong cai &m bam nhiéu can nwdc may.”
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Kusanagi da hiéu ly do khién Yukawa lién tuc quan sat phia duwdi bon
rira. Anh ta xac nhan xem chat doc c6 thé duwoc sap dat bén trong éng nuéc
hay khong.

“Nan nhan chi stt dung nwédc dong chai khi pha ca phé.”

“Co vé thé thoi.” Yukawa noéi. “Nhung ai néi ra diéu do nhi?”

“La phu nhan,” dit 16i Kusanagi can moi, nhin Yukawa cham cham.
“Cau nghi ngd ¢6 ay? Cau chwa gap ngudi ta co ma? Cau bi Utsumi tdy nao
r6i.”

“Pung la Utsumi c6 y kién cta riéng minh. Nhung t6i dat ra gia thuyét
chi dwa vao di liéu la sy that khach quan.”

“Néu theo gia thuyét dy thi tha pham la phu nhan ch gi?”

“T6i thit suy nghi xem vi sao c6 ta lai n6i véi cau vé chuyén nwdc dong
chai. Can phai chia ra hai kha nang dé xem xét. Nan nhan chi st dung nuwéc
déng chai... la su that va khong phai la sw that. Néu do la sy that thi chang
con van dé gi. Phu nhan chi thuan tiy ho trg viéc diéu tra. C6 Utsumi c6
thé bat chap diéu d6 van nghi ngo phu nhan nhuwng t6i khong suy nghi thién
l1éch dén vay. Chuyén dang n6i hon la tredng hop dé khong phai la sy that.
Néu no6i doi nhu thé thi dwong nhién phu nhan phai lién quan dén tha pham,
khi d6 nhat dinh c6 ta phai c6 lgi tir viéc noi doi.” Yukawa li€m moi roi tiép
tuc. “Trudc hét, cong an da nghién citu mdy chai nwéc va xac nhan khong
tim dwgc chat doc. Mat khac, thudc doc lai dwge tim thay trong d&m dun. Vi
thé ma c6 phan doan la rat c6 kha nang thu pham da cho doc vao am dun.
Tat nhién, phu nhan c6 chitng cit ngoai pham cyc ky vitng chac.”

Kusanagi lac dau dit khoat.

“That 16 bich. Ké ca phu nhan khong ggi y thi doi giam dinh van nghién
cltu nwdc may va cac chai nwéc khoang. Tham chi 161 khai vé viéc chi s
dung nuwéc khoang con khién chitng cit ngoai pham cta phu nhan khong
thanh 1ap. Thuc chat 1a Utsumi chwa chiu bé 16i suy luan cho rang chat déc
dwoc pha vao chai nuéc.”

“Pung thé ddy. Nguoi cé suy nghi giong nhw Utsumi nhat dinh thudc vé
phia thiéu s6. T6i ban khodan, liéu 16i chitng vé chai nwdc c6 phai la cai bay
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du do c6 ay hay khong?”

“Bay?”

“Nhitng nguwdoi nghi ngd phu nhan khong thé ditt bé dugce y twdng hoa
chat déc vao chai nuwéc. Vi ho nghi 1a khong con cach nao khac. Tuy nhién,
néu c6 mot phuwong phap hoan toan khac dwgce st dung thi nguwdi nao co
chap véi may chai nwéc sé mai mai khong thé 1an ra chan twéng. Thé chang
phai bay thi la gi? Néu khong dung dén nwdc dong chai...” Pang thao thao
bat tuyét thi Yukawa dot nhién dirng lai. Anh mé to d6i mat kinh ngac nhin
vé phia sau Kusanagi.

Kusanagi cling quay lai. Va anh bi bat ngo y hét Yukawa.

Ayane dang ding trudce ctra phong khach.
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16
Kusanagi cat 101, chi vi nghi rang can phai noéi gi dé.

“Cam on... a, lam phién gia dinh.” N6i xong anh m@i hdi han vi thay 16i
minh vira thot ra that ky cuc. “Co vé xem tinh hinh a?”

“Khong, t6i mudn doi quan 4o... Xin hoi, vi dé 1a?” Ayane hdi.

“Toi la Yukawa. Day vat ly ¢ truong dai hoc Teito.” Yukawa ty giGi
thiéu.

“Giang vien dai hoc?”

“Cau 4y la ban t6i, chung toi tirng dwge cau ay hop stic trong cac khau
diéu tra lién quan dén khoa hoc. Vi thé Ian nay cling nho cau ay gitp do.”

“A...thé a.”

Ayane c6 vé boi roi trwde 10i giai thich cia Kusanagi. Nhung c6 khong
thac mac thém vé Yukawa ma héi tiép, “Gio t6i cé thé dong vao moi cho
chwa a?”

“Khong van dé gi. Co cit thoai mai nhé. Xin 16i vi da lam phién lau nhw
vay.”

“Khong sao,” Ayane dap. Co quay got vé phia hanh lang. R6i ¢6 lai dirng
buéc va nhin vé phia hai nguoi.

“T6i khong biét c6 thé hédi diéu nay khong, nhung gio cac anh dang diéu
tra gi thé a?”

“A, khong, viéc d6 1a thé ndy,” Kusanagi liém méi. “Cach thitc pha tron
chat doc dén gio van chua ré rang nén chung t6i kiém chirng vé viéc do.
Thue sy xin 16i ¢6 vi nam lan bay Iwgt lam phién thé nay.”

“Duwgc ma. Toi khong c6 y phan nan gi dau nén dwng ban tam. To6i @
tang trén, anh c goi néu c6 viéc can nhé.”

“Toi sé goi. Cam on.”

Kusanagi vira cii dau cdAm on Ayane thi Yukawa ditng bén canh hoi. “T6i
hoi mot chat c6 dugc khong?”

“Chuyén gi thé a?” Ayane to vé nghi ngai.
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“Puwong nwdc may nha chi c6 gan thiét bi loc nwdc nhi. T6i doan 16i loc
can dugc thay dinh ky, lan thay gan nhat la khi nao vay?”

“A, cai dé thi.” Ayane lai gan. C6 liéc nhin vé phia bon rtta r6i ngai ngan
dap. “Hoan toan chwa thay mai.”

“O, chwra 1an ndo 4?” Yukawa ngac nhién hoi.

“T6i cling nghi sap phai goi thg. Thiét bi loc hién gi¢ dwoc lap ngay sau
khi t6i vé day song, chac sap dugc mdt nam roi. Pung la ngudi ban cling
khuyén nén thay n6 sau khoang mot nam.”

“Thay tr m0t nam trudc... Thé a.”

“Xin héi, n6 c6 van dé gi a?”

“Khong khong,” Yukawa xua tay. “T6i chi hoi dé biét théi. Hay la nhan
dip nay thay cai méi di. Co6 tai liéu cho rang 16i loc cti lai thanh c6 hai day.”

“Toi sé thay. Nhung chac phéi don dep bén dudi bon rita triede da. Cho
ay ban lam ding khong?”

“Nha nao ciing thé ca thoi. Duwéi bon rira trong phong nghién citu cua toi
ding 1a cdi t6 gian. A khong, danh dong v&i phong nghién citu thi bat lich
st qua. Quan trong hon...” Yukawa liéc nhanh sang Kusanagi r6i tiép tuc.
“Néu c6 c6 thé cung cap thong tin lién lac cua nha phan phéi thi toi tin
Kusanagi sé thu xép ngay bay gio. Nhitng viéc thé nay nén lam cang sém
cang t6t.”

Kusanagi ngac nhién nhin ngwoc lai Yukawa. Nhwng nha vat 1y hoc van
nhin Ayane nhw thé phét 160 &nh mat nguwdi ban. “Nhu vay cé dwoc khong?”
Anh héi.

“Ngay bay gio... dy a?”

“Vang. Thuc ra thi c6 thé dung né cho viéc diéu tra. Cang sém cang tot.”

“Néu duang vay thi, vang, khong c6 van dé gi.” Yukawa mim cwdi nhin
Kusanagi. “C6 thé lam.”

Kusanagi gwom mat nhin ban. C6 diéu, tir kinh nghiém ttr treéc dén gio,
anh hiéu ro vi hoc gid nay khong néi nang tuy tién. Chac chan cau ta c6
tinh toan nao do va tu tin la no6 c6 lai cho viéc diéu tra.
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Kusanagi danh quay qua phia Ayane.

“Vay c0 c6 thé cho t6i biét so dién thoai lién lac ctia ho khong?”

“Vang, xin cho mot chut.”

Ayane r0i khéi phong. Cho c6 di han, Kusanagi lai ham ham nhin
Yukawa.

“Dung co dot ngot néi nhitng thit ky quac ma khong ban trueée chi.”

“Lam gi c6 lic dé néi, dau con cach nao khac. Ma, cau chac chan cé viéc
phai lam trwdc khi kéu ca day.”

“Viéc gi?”

“Goi to6 giam dinh di. Chac cau khéng mudn thg stra thiét bi loc nuwéc
lam héng chitng ctt ding khong? Viéc thao 16i loc cii dé bén giam dinh lam
thi hon.”

“Ttc la dé bén giam dinh mang 16i loc vé a?”

“Ca ong nudc nita.”

Yukawa thap giong néi, trong mat tda ra thit &nh sang sac bén ctia nha
khoa hoc. Bi anh sang 4y ap dao, Kusanagi khong noi nén 10i, vira ding lic
Ayane tr@ lai.

Khodng mot tiéng sau do, 16i cta thiét bi loc nwéc da duwgc thanh vién to
giam dinh thao ra. Kusanagi va Yukawa ditng canh nhau cung quan sat. Loi
loc va phan 6ng nuéc duge thao ra pha day bui bam. Gidm dinh vién than
trong cdt chiing vao mot chiéc hép trong suot.

“Gio toi mang n6 vé nhé.” Giam dinh vién noi vdi Kusanagi.

“Cam on anh,” Kusanagi dap.

Nhan vién cia nha phan phoi da dén. Sau khi xac nhan anh ta bat dau
viéc doi bd loc va 6ng nwdc mébi, Kusanagi tré vé ghé s6-pha. Ayane dang
ngoi do, vé tram tw. Bén trong cdi tdi dat canh c6 la quan 4o mdi lay tw
phong ngu. Cé vé tam thoi c6 sé khong song trong ngo6i nha nay.

“T6i xin 16i nhé. Sy viéc di xa qua.” Kusanagi noi.
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“Khong sao dau. Thay dugc bo loc cling tot ma.”

“T6i sé trao doi vai cap trén vé khoan chi nay.”

“Anh dirng lo. D6 1a moén do gia dinh t6i stt dung ma.” Ayane mim cudi
r6i ngay lap tic lai nghiém tic no6i. “Xin héi, c6 tdc dong nao dé & bo loc
a?”

“Khong biét nita. Chung t6i chi thir nghién citu vi cling c6 kha nang do
th6i.”

“Néu ding nhu vay thi chat doc dwgce cho vao kiéu gi nhi.”

“Um, chuyén dé thi...” Kusanagi liing ting nhin Yukawa. Cau ta dang
ding tredc cira bép quan sat thao tadc cia nhan vién cong ty phan phoi san
pham.

“Yukawa!” Kusanagi goi.

Cai lvng mac 4o thun mau den ct dong. Yukawa vira quay lai da cat
tiéng hoi Ayane.

“Chuyén anh nha chi uéng nwéc dong chai la that a?”

Kusanagi nhin sang Ayane, tham buc boi vi cau hoi dot ngot. Co gat dau.

“Pung vay. Nén trong tu lanh chwa titng hét nwéc khoang.”

“Ca lac uong ca phé ciling yéu cau phdi dung loai nwéc do a?”

“Vang.”

“Nhung thue ra co khong dung thi phai. Toi nghe noi vay.”

Kusanagi m@ to mat vi sttng sot. Nguwoi cho cau ta biét bi mat trong qua
trinh diéu tra chi c6 thé la Utsumi Kaoru. Trong dau anh hién 1én vé mat
dwong duong tu dac cua c6 ta.

“Vi nhu thé lang phi ma?” Ayane khé mim cwoi. “Toi khong tin la nuwdc
may lai c6 hai cho co thé dén mitc nhw anh dy n6i. Bun bang &m nuwéc cling
mau s6i hon. Chinh anh 4y chac cling chang nhan ra dau.”

"Hoan toan tan thanh. T6i tin du c6 dung nwéc may hay nwdc khoang thi
mui vi ca phé ciing chang khac biét dang keé.”

Kusanagi nhin vé mat nghiém tic ctia Yukawa mot cach giéu cot. Méi
day thoi cau ta chi dung moi ca phé hoa tan. Nhuwng, dwong nhuw khong
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nhan ra anh mat d6 hoac khong buén ban tam, Yukawa tiép tuc noi vGi biéu
cam khong doi.

“Co0 gai pha ca phé hom Chu nhat tén la gi dy nhi. Phu ta...”

“Wakayama Hiromi.” Kusanagi bo sung.

“Pung ro6i, co Wakayama. Co dy ciling bat chwdc c6 dung nwdc may. Va,
lic ay chang cé gi xdy ra. Vi thé méi cé gia thiét nghi ngo chat doc dugc
pha vao chai nwéc khoang, nhung van con mét loai nwdc nita. B6 1a nuwéce
tir thiét bi loc. Vi mot ly do nao dé, chang han nhw dé tiét kiém nuwdc déng
chai, cé kha nang chong c6 st dung nuwdc tir thiét bi loc khi pha ca phé. Néu
thé thi can nghi ngo ca thiét bi loc nuwéc.”

“T6i hiéu, nhung c6 thé dat chat doc vao thiét bi loc a?”

“Khong phai 1a khéng thé. Du t6i nghi phdi doi cau trd 10i cua t6 giam
dinh da.”

“Néu ding nhv vay thi tht pham da lam cach nao?” Ayane khan khoan
nhin Kusanagi. “T6i cling nhiéu lan ké r6i, thit Sau trwdc do & nha t6i c6 t6
chitc mot bita tiéc. Lic dé thi may loc nwéc khéng c6 gi bat thuwong ca.”

“Co 16 thé.” Yukawa noéi. “Tém lai, viéc can thiép dién ra sau dé. Néu
muc dich ctia thu pham la sat hai riéng chong chi thi c6 thé thdy han da
nham duing lic anh ta & mot minh.”

“Ttc la sau khi t6i di khéi nha phai khong? Néu tha pham khong phai 1a
t0i.”

“Pung thé.” Yukawa ho hitng khang dinh.

“Ciling chwa chac chan thuéc doc duge dat trong thiét bi loc. T6i cho
rang khong can phai nghi nhw vay.” Kusanagi dan hoa va ding day, “T6i
xin phép mot chiat.” Anh ra hiéu bang mat véi Yukawa ro6i ra khéi phong
khach.

Anh dung dgi ngoai sanh nha, Yukawa budc tdi.

“Cau toan tinh gi thé?” Kusanagi buc boi hoi.

“Sao co?”
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“Sao cdi gi ma sao! No6i nang kiéu dé khong phdi la cau dang nghi ngo
phu nhan a? Chi vi Utsumi nh@ va hgp tac diéu tra ma cau vé phe c6 ta thi
buon cwoi lam.”

Yukawa cau may that vong.

“Cau dang budc toi toi day. Toi vé phe Utsumi bao gio? To6i chi don
thudn noi nhitng suy luadn logic thoi. Tinh tdo hon mdt chit di. Phu nhan
con binh tinh hon cau nhiéu.”

Kusanagi can m6i. Anh vita m& miéng dinh phan bac thi nghe thdy tiéng
m& ctia lach cach. Nhan vién céng ty phan phéi san pham loc nuwéc vira roi
khoi phong khach. Ayane di theo phia sau.

“Li loc da thay xong r6i.” Ayane noi.

"A, cdm on anh rat nhiéu.” Kusanagi néi v6i anh thg. “Phai 16i, viéc
thanh toan thi...”

“T6i tra tién roi. Anh dirng ban tam.”

Thé a, Kusanagi khé dap.

Thay nhan vién caa cong ty phan phoi ra khéi nha, Yukawa ciling xé giay.

“Chac t0i cling xin phép. Cau thi sao?”

“T6i ¢ day thém mét lat. C6 chuyén mudn héi co Mashiba.”

“Vay a... Xin 16i vi da 1am phién.” Yukawa cti dau chao Ayane.

“Phién anh da vat va,” Ayane dap. Yukawa quay lung buéc di. Kusanagi
nhin theo va thd dai.

“Xin 10i vi da lam c6 khong thoadi mai. That ngai qu4, cau ta khong té
nhung thiéu nhay cdm. Mot nguoi ky di."

“Qi,” Ayane t6 ra ngac nhién. “Sao anh lai xin 16i? T6i hoan toan khong
kho chiu gi ca.”

“Puoc vay thi tot.”

“Anh ay ndi dang la gidng vién dai hoc Teito nhi. Nhac t&i cac hoc gia,
toi thwong nghi ho it néi va tram lang co, thuc té lai hoan toan khac nhi.”

“Hoc gia cling c6 nhiéu kiéu ma. Trong s6 ho thi tén do6 la loai dac biét.”

“Teén do...”
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“A, t6i quén khong néi, hin 1a ban cling khoa véi tdi thoi dai hoc. Nhung
chuyén mon hoan toan khac nhau.”

Kusanagi cung Ayane quay lai phong khach, anh ké chuyén ngay xwa
sinh hoat & cau lac b cau 1ong vdi Yukawa, sau nay duwgc cau ta ho trg
diéu tra trong ma4t s6 vu an nén dén gio van duy tri quan hé.

“Ra thé. Tuyét that day. Ban be tir thoi tré ma dén gio van duy tri dugc
quan hé thong qua cong viéc.”

“Nhu mac ng nhau ay.”

“Pau co6 chuyén do. Toi that sy ghen ti day.”

“C0 ma vé nha thi cling c6 ban dé di sudi nwéc néng cung nhau day
th6i.”

“U nhi,” Ayane git dau dong tinh. “Anh Kusanagi dén nha t6i roi phai
khong? Me t6i c6 ké lai.”

“A, viéc dy 1a do quy tic 1am viéc cia cong an, phai 14y da chiing cit cta
tat cd moi viéc chitr khong cé y nghia gi sdu xa cd.”

Thay Kusanagi v0i vang gidi thich, Ayane mim cudi.

“T6i hiéu. Chuyén t6i c6 vé nha that hay khong la rat quan trong ma.
Puong nhién phai xac minh. Anh duwng ban tam.”

“Nghe c6 néi vay toi cling do ngai.”

“Me t0i noi anh cong an vo cung than thién. To6i cling bao, nhu vay thi co
thé yén tam roi.”

“Pau c6 gi.” Kusanagi dat tay 1én tai, thdy gdy minh hoi nong.

“Lic do anh ciling gdp Motooka phai khong?” Ayane hoi. Motooka
Sakiko la ngudi ban cung di su6i nuwéc nong vai co.

“Cho c6 Motooka la Utsumi gdp. Utsumi ké, c6 Motooka c6 vé hai lo
lang cho co, trwdc ca khi biét vé vu an. Trong c6 khong dwgc khoe so véi
treedc khi két hon.”

Nhuw hiéu ra diéu gi, Ayane nd nu cwoi buon ba va thé dai.

“Co ay ndi thé that a? To6i c¢ twdng minh dong kich giéi lam nhung
khong qua dwgc mat ban than nhi.”
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“Co khong ké vGi c6 Motooka a? Vé chuyén chong c6 dé nghi ly hon
ay.”

Ayane lac dau.

“T6i khong hé nghi téi viéc ay. Du sao cling da quyét tam dit khoat cam
xUc ctia minh... hon nita, td6i khong dinh ndi gi hét. Néu khong cé con thi ly
hon la chuyén hai ching t6i da giao hen tir tredc khi cwdi. Tat nhién chiing
toi gitt bi mat véi bo me.”

“T6i cling nghe anh Ikai n6i rang chong c6 rat muén cé con, t6i mic co
thé néi hén nhan 1a phwong tién cho viéc dé. T6i thdy kha la lung khi c6
nguoi dan ong nhw vay.”

“T6i cling mudn sinh con va c¥ nghi sé c6 ngay thoéi nén khong ban tam
qua nhiéu vé giao wdc d6. Co diéu, gan mot nam da qua ma van khong co
con... Ong troi ciing that nhan tm.” Ayane nhin xuéng mot thoang roi lai
ngang lén. “Con anh Kusanagi, chuyén con cai thé nao?”

Kusanagi cwoi nhe va nhin Ayane. “T0i doc than.”

O, c6 hoi buot miéng. “Xin 16i anh.”

“Co sao dau. Moi nguoi xung quanh giuc ghé lam nhung khong c6 doi
twgng. Tén Yukawa ban ndy cling song mot minh.”

“Anh ay thi ding la tao cdm giac d6. Hoan toan la an twgng chua lap gia
dinh.”

“Tén d6 nguoc lai vdi anh nha, ghét tré con lam. Ly do hoi ky la, vi du
nhw, han sé stress bai tré con hanh dong khong theo logic.”

“MOot nguwoi tha vi.”

“T6i sé chuyén loi khen nay. Nhan tién, t6i c6 diéu mudn hoi vé chong
co.”

“Anh noéi di.”

“Trong cadc mdi quan hé ctia anh nha, c6 ai lam cong viéc vé tranh
khong?”

“Tranh... y anh la hoa si a?”
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“Pung vay. Khong phdi chuyén xdy ra gan day cling dugc. Trudc day
anh ay co6 tirng ké vé nguoi vay khong?”

Ayane nghiéng dau ra chiéu nghi nggi réi nhin Kusanagi nhw nhan ra
diéu gi.

“Ngudi do cé lién quan dén vu an a?”

“Khong, diéu do thi chva r6. Hom truwde tbi cling noi roi ddy, t6i dang
tim hiéu vé cdc moi quan hé yéu dwong ngay truedc cta chong cd. Va toi tin
la anh ay tirng hen ho v&i mét phu nit ¢6 vé 1a hoa si.”

“Thé a. Tiéc qua, t6i khong nghi ra ai cd. P6 la khoadng thoi gian nao
vay?”

“To6i khong biét thoi diém chinh xac nhung doan la ¢@ hai, ba nam
trugce.”

Ayane khé gat roi lai hoi nghiéng dau.

“Xin 16i nhé, t6i chwra tirng nghe chong ké vé nhitng chuyén do.”

“Vay a, cling danh chiu tho6i.” Kusanagi nhin dong ho deo tay roi ding
day. “Lam phién c6 lau qua. Thoi, t6i xin phép.”

“T6i cling quay vé khach san.” Ayane 6m tui xach ditng 1én.

Hai nguwoi roi khéi khuén vién biét thw Mashiba. Ngwoi khéa cong la
Ayane.

“Pé t6i xach d6 cho. Ta di bo dén cho nao co thé bat taxi.” Kusanagi chia
ban tay phai ra.

“Cam on anh,” Ayane dap va dwa anh chiéc tdi. Sau d6 c6 quay lai nhin
ngoi biét thy, khé néi. “Khong biét liéu cé ngay t6i trd vé ngdi nha nay hay
khong?”

Kusanagi khong biét phai n6i gi. Anh bat dau budc di bén canh co.
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Béng thong bao ngudi sit dung phong cho thdy cé vé trong phong gio chi
c6 Yukawa. Tat nhién la c6 da nham vao khung thdoi gian nay chit khong
phai tinh co.

Kaoru g6 cra. Vao di, tiéng dap thoé 16 vong ra. C6 mé& cira, Yukawa
dang pha ca phé. Hon nita con pha kiéu dripper, dung phin va giay loc.

“Pung lic ddy.” Yukawa rét ca phé vao hai chiéc cdc.

“Hiém thay ghé. Anh khong dung may pha ca phé a?”

“T6i mudn thr cam gidc ctia ngwoi wa cau né. Pha bang nwéc khoang
ddy.” Yukawa dwa mot coc cho c6.

“M0i anh,” Kaoru nhdp mo6i uéng. Bot ca phé hinh nhw van la loai moi
khi.

“Thé nao?” Yukawa hoi.

“Ngon.”

“Hon binh thuong?”

“T6i néi that dwgc ch?” Sau mét thoang ngan ngtr, Kaoru dap.

Yukawa té vé chan chwong, van cam coc ca phé, anh ngoi xuoéng ghé.

“Khong néi cling dugce. Chac cd cd chung cam twéng vaéi toi thdi,” anh
nhin vao bén trong céc. “Thyc ra khi ndy t6i da pha thit bang nwdc may.
N6i that 1a vi cia chiing y hét nhau. T6i chang thdy khac mot chit nao.”

“T6i nghi 1a khong thay dau.”

“Nhuwng ma, y kién chung cia cac dau bép la chiing sé c6 vi khac nhau
ddy.” Yukawa cam lay to tai liéu trén mat ban. “Cé mot khai niém goi 1a do
ctitng ctia nwdc. Hinh nhw la don vi quy doi tong s6 ion Canxi va ion Magie
thanh lwgng canxi cacbonat trong 1 lit nwéc. Theo thit tw ti thdp dén cao
cta lwgng canxi cacbonat &y ma chia ra thanh nwéc mém, nuwéc citng trung
binh va nuéc cirng.”

“T6i c6 nghe.”
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“Thong thwdong, dé nau nwdng thi t6t nhat la nwéc mém. Diém mau chot
la lvgng canxi trong nuwdc, néu dung nwdc chira nhiéu canxi dé ndu com,
chat xo trong gao va canxi két hgp vdi nhau, com khi chin an sé thay kho.”

Hiromi nhiu may. “Khong hap dan ti nao nhi.”

“Nguoc lai, khi ndu nwdc dung dashi ttr thit bo chang han, nwdc cing lai
tot hon. Huyét dich trong thit va xuong két hgp vdi canxi sé dé dang tiét ra
duwéi dang vang. Coé thé tham khao dé nau xip consomme day nhi.”

“Anh ndu an a?”

“Ciing thi thodng.” Yukawa dat tai liéu xuéng mat ban.

Kaoru hinh dung canh anh ditng trong can bép. Nhin anh nhan tran diéu
chinh lwvgng nuwéc vdoi thém b6t nhiét do, chac cling giong nhw dang lam
thuc nghiém khoa hoc.

“Thé vu do sao roi?”

“Pa c6 danh gia cta bén kham nghiém. Hom nay t6i dén dé bao céo
day.” Kaoru 14y ra tap tai liéu trong tui deo sau lung.

“T6i nghe day,” Yukawa ndi va uéng ca pheé.

“Khong tim thay thach tin trong 16i loc va 6ng nwéc. Cé diéu, ho xac
nhan 1a, gia st c6 sy sap dat ¢ dé thi sau nhiéu lan nwéc chay qua, sé khong
thé phat hién dugc nita. Van dé la doan tiép theo.” Kaoru ngirng mot hoi roi
lai nhin xu6ng tai liéu. “Trén 16i loc va 6ng nwdc van bam bui va cac vét
ban tich lai ttr nhiéu nam, tir d6 thay rang, kha nang c6 tac dong trong thoi
gian gan day la cuwc ky thdp. Tém lai, néu thao ra thi chac chan da dé lai
dau vét. Con nita, day la tai liéu bo sung, theo dé thi doi giam dinh cling da
kiém tra bén duwdi bon rita ngay sau khi xay ra vu an. Muc dich ban dau cé
1é dé tim kiém chat doc. Khi do, ho cé dich chuyén chat tay rira va cac loai
do dung & truedc bo loc. Chi c6 chd dat nhitng thit d6 la khong phu bui.”

“Ttc la khong chi bo loc ma ca khu viee bén dwdi bon riva cling 1au roi
khong ai dong vao?”

“Theo danh gia cua t6 giam dinh thi ding la nhw vay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Viéc nay thi toi cling doan tridc roéi. Lan dau tién quan sat bén duwdi bon
rira ctia ngdi nha t6i da c6 an twong do. Nhung tdi nhd 1a con viéc nita can
xac nhan.”

“T6i biét. La cau hoi vé kha nang cho chat doc chay ti voi sang thiét bi
loc nwéc phai khong?”

“Quan trong day. Cau tra loi 1a?”

“Ly thuyét thi c6 thé nhung hién thyc thi khong.”

Yukawa udng ca phé, anh bam moi. Chac khéng phai vi ca phé dang.

“Y twdng ctia Yukawa tién sinh 1a dit mot vat dang 6ng that dai, théng tir
voi nuéc sang ong nwdc cua thiét bi loc giong nhw 6ng noi soi da day, sau
d6 cho chat doc chdy qua bén trong 6ng, nhung thitr cach nao ciing khong
dwgc. Cu thé 13, diém phan nhanh sang phia thiét bi loc gan nhw vuoéng géc
nén khong thé day ong dan qua d6 duwgc. Néu tao ra mot dung cu chuyén
dung dac biét, diéu khién dwgc phan dau thi cling c6 kha nang nhung...”

“T6i hiéu. Thoi thé duwgc r6i.” Yukawa vo dau bitt téc. “Tha pham vu
nay chac chan khéng lam gi to tat dén thé. Chac phdi bo qua gia thiét vé
thiét bi loc roi. T6i da nghi dé la mot hwéng dung dwoc co. Mot lan nita lai
phai thay d6i y twéng. Chac chan phai c6 mét diém mu & dau do.”

Yukawa rot noét ca phé trong binh vao céc ctia minh. Cé 1€ tay anh hoi
rung nén bi d6 mat mot it. Kaoru nghe thdy tiéng anh chép miéng.

Ngay cd nguoi nay cling cé lic mdt binh tinh a, Kaoru tham nghi. Rot
cudc thi chat déc duwoc sap dat ¢ dau? Co Ié anh ta dang tirc gidn chinh
minh vi khong gidi duoc bi dn don gidn thé nay.

“Tay canh sat hinh sy noi tiéng dang lam gi r6i?” Yukawa héi tham.

“Pén cong ty cia anh Mashiba. Hinh nhw g€ 1y tin.”

“Hirm.”

“Anh Kusanagi co6 noi gi khong?”

“Khong,” Yukawa lac dau r6i uong mot hép ca phé. “Hom trwdc, lic &
canh Kusanagi, toi da gap phu nhan Mashiba.”

“T6i c6 nghe ké.”
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“Cé noi chuyén mot chat, qua la mét phu nit dep va hap dan.”

“Tién sinh cling yéu long treéc my nhan a?”

“T6i chi néu danh gid khach quan th6i. Quan trong hon, to6i dé y
Kusanagi luc do.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Thai sinh vién, cau ay tirng mang méo vé nha. Hai con méo con md&i dé.
Ca hai con déu rat yéu, ai nhin qua ciing hiéu la ching khé ma séng duoc.
Nhwng cau ta van mang chiing vao phong, tron hoc dé cham séc. Dung lo
duwng thuéc nhé mat c6 gang cho bon méo uong stta. Khi ay, c6 mot nguoi
ban noi véi Kusanagi. Cau c6 lam thé thi chiing cling chét dén noi r6i. Cau
trd 10i Iic d6 chia cau ta la: Thé thi da sao?” Yukawa chdp mat, nhin vao
khoang khong. “Anh méit Kusanagi nhin phu nhan ciing giéng nhu lic
cham soc cho 1ii meo. Cau ta cdam nhan duwgc gi do tw phu nhan. Nhung
dong thoi, c6 1€ cau ta cling nghi thé nay chang? Thé thi da sao?”
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Ngoi trén chiéc ghé dat tridc quay 1é tan, Kusanagi nhin dam dam vao bitc
vé trén twong. BDéa hong dé hién 1én trong bong téi. Anh nhd da tirng thay
hinh mau kiéu nay & dau d6. Chac chan la nhan caa moét loai rugu Tay.

“Anh nhin gi ma cham cha thé?” Ngo6i trén ghé doi dién, Kishitani hoi.
“Buc tranh do khong lien quan dau. Nhin cho k§ vao. Goc dudi bén trai co
chir ky day. La tén nguoi nwdc ngoai.”

“Cai do t6i biét.” Kusanagi roi mat khoi birc tranh. Sy that la anh da
khong nhan ra chit ky.

Kishitani xoay co.

“Nhung ma, liéu anh ta c6 gitr lai tranh vé cta nguoi yeu cti khong? Phai
toi thi vt ngay lap tac.”

“P6 la cau. Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 thé khac.”

“Ké ca thé, vi khong dé ¢ nha duwgc nén mang dén phong giam doc a?
Treo mot birc tranh nhw thé thi tam ly khong yén 6n dugc dau.”

“Khong nhat thiét 1a dé treo.”

“Mang dén mot birc tranh ma khoéng dinh treo 1én a? Thé cang khong
binh thuong. Nhan vién ma thdy thi kho giai thich 1am.”

“Ct bao dugc tang la xong.”

“Lam thé lai qua khéng tw nhién. Néu dugc tang tranh thi treo n6 1én
ngay mdi dung phép lich sy. B&i vi khong biét Itic nao vi khach tang qua sé
dén choi.”

“Lang nhang qua. Mashiba Yoshitaka khong phai kiéu dan 6ng nhu thé
dau.”

Kusanagi vira gat 1én thi ¢ 16i ra vao bén canh quay lé tan xuat hién mot
ngwoi phu nit mac bo vest mau trang. Toc ¢ cat ngan, deo kinh nhé mau
xanh la cay.

“Pa dé cac vi phai cho. Xin héi, anh Kusanagi...”

“La t6i.” Kusanagi ditng day. “Xin 16i da lam phién trong ltic ban ron.”
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“Khong sao a. Cac anh vt va qua.”

Danh thi€p cia c6 dé tén Yamamoto Keiko. Chitc danh truéng phong
truyén thong.

“Cac anh mu6n xem vat dung ca nhan cua giam doc tién nhiém?”

“Vang, co6 dugc khong?”

“Xin moi cac anh di theo t6i.”

Yamamoto Keiko dan hai nguoi dén mot can phong cé gan bién de
“phong hop nho”.

“Khong phai la phong ctia giam doc a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Giam doc mai da nham chirc r6i. Xin 16i cac anh vi hom nay giam doc
c6 viéc bén ngoai nén khong thé ra chao héi.”

“Vay la phong cta giam doc cting thay mdi roi a?”

“Sau khi t6 chitc xong tang 1é noi bo cho giam doc tién nhiém, ching t6i
da sap xép lai. Nhitng gi lién quan dén cong viéc van dugc gilt nguyén con
do vat ca nhan chuyén sang bén nay. Ching t6i dy dinh sé gti vé nha riéng
vao thoi diém thich hgp. Phia cong ty khong thé tuy tién bo di dwgc. Ching
t0i da trao doi vdi luat su c6 van la ngai Tkai dé gidi quyét sao cho 6n thoa.”

Yamamoto Keiko n6i ma khéng hé mim cwdi. Ngit diéu citng nhac nhw
canh gidc diéu gi. Kusanagi c6 cdm giac c6 ta thay bi xic pham vi cong ty
bi nghi ngd tiéu hay ching c&, du chang lién quan gi dén cai chét cda
Mashiba Yoshitaka.

Trong phong hop nhé chat khoang mudi thung gidy da kich cd. Ngoai ra
c6 mot sO do vat nhw bo gay danh golf, ctip, mady mat xa chan. Nhin thoang
qua khong c6 tht gi giong tranh vé.

“Co0 cho chung t6i xem duwgc chi?” Kusanagi noi.

“Vang. Xin c ti nhién. T6i sé mang do udng dén, cac anh mudn udng
gi?”

“Khong can dau. Cam on c6 da quan tam.”

“Vay a. Toi hiéu r6i.” Van giit vé vo cam lanh lung, Yamamoto Keiko
roi khoi can phong.
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Nhin cham cham vao canh ctra vira déng sap lai, Kishitani nhtin vai.

“Co6 vé ching ta khong dwgc hoan nghénh 1am nhi.”

“Lam nghé nay c6 bao gio dugc nguwoi khac hoan nghénh khong? Riéng
viéc chiu thuan theo yéu cau caa ching ta la phai cAm on ho r6i.”

“Keé ca thé, vu an dugc giai quyét sém ngay nao thi cling tot cho cong ty
ngay ay, doi x& vdi nhau than thién mdt chit cé phdi hon khong. C¢ nhw
mat sat ay.”

“DP0i vai cong ty thi mién la vu an dwgc lang quén, con giai quyét dugc
hay khong ciing nhw nhau thdéi. Cé cong an ra vao la da phién phic roi.
Pung lic vira thay giam doc, lam mdi tinh than thi cong an lai dén, tam
trang dau ma cuoi than thién. Théi, khong huyén thuyén nita, bat dau di.”
Kusanagi deo gang tay.

Muc dich dén day hom nay khong c6 gi khac ngoai viéc tim kiém tung
tich nguwdi yéu cii cia Mashiba Yoshitaka. Manh mdi duy nhat la déi twong
cO ve la hoa si. Khong ro co ta vé loai tranh nao.

“Mang theo s6 phac hoa dau phai chi c6 hoa si? Toi nghi cling c6 thé la
nha thiét ké hodc hoa si v& manga ma.” Kishitani vira n6i vira xem xét
chiéc hop bén canh.

“Cling c6 thé.” Kusanagi mau chéng thtra nhan. “Vi vay, ghi nhd ca
trerong hop d6 ma tim kiém di. Hinh nhw ngwoi lam cong viéc lién quan
dén kién tric va noi that cling st dung né, lvu y mot thé nhé.”

“T6i hiéu ro6i,” Kishitani néi, xen lan tiéng thd dai.

“Cau c6 vé khong muon lam nhi.”

Ngudi cong an tré lién dirng tay, tra 10i vGi vé thiéu nhiét tinh.

“Khong phdi 1a khong muén lam. C6 diéu, khong hiéu sao t6i cit thiy
khong théa man. Két qua diéu tra dén gio cho thay, khong hé c6 dau vét ai
do vao nha Mashiba ngoai Wakayama Hiromi vao ngay xdy ra vu an.”

“Chuyén dé toi biét. Vay toi hoi nhé, cau c6 thé khang dinh la khong ai
khac ra vao do6 khong?”

“Cai do thi...”
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“Trong trwong hgp do, thu pham lam cach nao ma bo déc vao am dun?
Noi toi nghe nao?”

Kishitani im bat, Kusanagi lwvodm mat nhin roi tiép tuc.

“Cau thi chac khong tra 10i dugc roi. Ngay ca tén Yukawa do ciing bé
tay. Cau trd 10i don gian va ro ranh ranh ra day. Chang cé tha thuat nao hét.
Thu pham vao bén trong dinh thy Mashiba, bé chat doc vao am dun ré6i roi
di. Chuyén c6 thé thoi. R6i, tai sao diéu tra mai ma khong tim ra nhan vat
nao nhu vay thi t6i gidi thich roi day.”

“Badi vi d6 la ngudi ma chinh Mashiba cling mudn giau viéc gap gg...”

“Cau hiéu rd con gi? Khi ma nguwdi dan 6ng muon che gidu mot moi
quan hé thi n6 thwong lién quan dén phu nit. D6 la diéu co ban trong diéu
tra. T6i c6 noéi gi khong 6n khong?”

“Khong,” Kishitani khé lac dau.

“Hiéu roi thi tiép tuc di. Khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian thé dau.”

Kishitani im lang gat dau roi lai quay vé phia thung cac-tong. Kusanagi
vtra nhin cu ta vira khé thé dai.

Anh ty hoi minh dang hwéng vé dau. Chi moi viéc tra 10i thac mac cta
dan em ma con cau kinh thi lam dwogc gi. Nhung, anh dong thoi cling dé y
dén 1y do khién minh byc boi.

Cudc diéu tra nay cé y nghia hay khong, ban than Kusanagi cting ban tin
ban nghi. Anh khong ngtrng lo lang, du cé tim hiéu cac méi quan hé véi
phu nii trong qua khit ciia Mashiba Yoshitaka thi c6 1é cling chang thu dugc
gl.

Tat nhién, diéu tra von di la viéc nhw vay. Canh sat hinh sy khong vira
lam nhiém vu vira e ngai cudc diéu tra két thic vé nghia. Nhung néi bat an
cua anh lai la mot chuyén khac.

Anh dang lo, néu hwéng diéu tra nay khong thu dugc gi thi e rang sau do
moi nghi ngd sé don vé Mashiba Ayane. Anh khong e ngai vé nhém
Utsumi Kaoru. Kusanagi dw cam, c da nay roi sé dén ldac chinh anh nghi
ngo Ayane.
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Moi lan gap c6 Kusanagi lai thdy mot diéu. D6 la sy cang thang hét mic
nhu dang tuw chia miii dao vao ¢6 hong. Anh khong sao ngan duwgc suy nghi
phai chuan bi trudce tinh than cho diéu gi dé va c6 gang song hét minh trong
khoanh khac hién tai. Anh bi cam giac dé ap dao va 16i kéo con tim.

Nhung, khi suy nghi vé ban chat cia cam giac dé, anh hinh dung ra mét
diéu va noi bat an ap dén khién anh kho thé.

Cho dén nay, Kusanagi da vai lan tiép xtic v@i nhitng nghi pham tuy ban
tinh von c6 rat tuyét voi nhung van khong dirng dwgc ma ra tay giét nguoi.
Anh nhan thdy mét diém chung, ciing c6 thé goi 1a bau khong khi ky la, téda
ra t hg. Cam giac nhw ho khong ham séng va da thay trudc tat ca. Tuy
nhién, cling c6 thé néi bau khong khi do la lanh dia cdm, chi cach sy dién
r6 mot khodng méng nhu to giay.

Kusanagi cling cam nhan dwgc bau khong khi nhw thé & Ayane. Tuy van
c6 gang phu nhan nhung khitu gidc cia mot canh sat hinh sy khong cho anh
dwgc quén khong khi dé du chi trong choc 1at.

Co6 nghia la anh dang diéu tra dé loai bo nghi ngd cua chinh minh.
Nhung ap ddat mét duy doan vao viéc diéu tra la diéu cam ki. Anh thtra hiéu
diéu do6 nén sinh ra buc boi vdi ban than.

Khodng mot gid dong ho da troi qua keé tir Itic bat dau tim kiém. Chang tim
dwgc vat nao lién quan tdéi hoa si hay nghé nghiép dung dén sé phac hoa.
Bén trong nhitng chiéc hop hau hét 1a qua tang va nhitng mén do ky niém
nao do.

“Anh Kusanagi, anh nghi day la thit gi?” Kishitani cam trén tay m6t mén
do nhéi bong ¢d nhd. Nhin thodng qua n6 trong giong mot cu cdi cé gan
nhitng chiéc 14 mau xanh.

“Cu céi a?”

“Co6 vé thé, nhung ciing la nguwdi ngoai hanh tinh nita.”

“Nguwoi ngoai hanh tinh?”
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“Pay, néu lam thé nay,” Kusanagi doc nguwgc dam la xudng réi dat 1én
ban. Bung la & phan dau mau trang cé vé khudon mat, néu coi phan mau
xanh 14 cdy la chan thi tréng né giong nguwdi ngoai hanh tinh c6 hinh dang
nhu con stta hay xuat hién trong truyén tranh.

“Giong that.”

“Theo ghi chu thi day la nhan vat cau bé sita dén tir hanh tinh sita. Hinh
nhw la sdn pham cta cong ty nay.”

“Pugc roi, thé thi sao?”

“Anh Kusanagi, nha thiét ké nghi ra mén do nay cling st dung s6 phac
hoa chu?”

Kusanagi chdp mat, nhin cham cham vao mén d6 nhoi bong.

“Co thé day.”

“T6i goi c6 Yamamoto nhé.” Kishitani ditng day.

Sau khi dén phong hop nhé, Yamamoto Keiko nhin mén do6 nhoi bong
roi gat dau.

“Pung la sdan pham cua céng ty ching td6i. Mot nhan vat hoat hinh tryc
tuyén.”

“Hoat hinh triee tuyén a?” Kusanagi nghiéng dau.

“N6 van dugc phat trén website ctia cong ty cho dén khoang ba nam
tredc. Anh c6 muon xem khong?”

“Tat nhién roi,” Kusanagi ditng day.

bén van phong lam viéc, Yamamoto Keiko bat dau thao tac trén mot
chiéc may tinh. Man hinh hién 1én bo phim hoat hinh tric tuyén Cdu bé
stra. Nhap chu6t vao 6 REPLAY thi xem duwgc doan phim hoat hinh dai
khodng mot phut. Nhan vat giong mon dé nhoi bong xudt hién va bat dau
chuyén déng. Noi dung cau chuyén khong c6 gi dac biét.

“Bay gio khong chiéu n6 nita a?” Kishitani héi.

“Co6 mot khoang thoi gian no gay chu y nén chung toi c6 lam vai san
pham lién quan, chang han nhu con thd nhoi bong khi ndy, nhung doanh
thu khong tang nhw dy dodn nén cudi cung phai dirng lai.”
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“Thiét ké ra nhan vat hoat hinh nay la ngudi ctia cong ty a?” Kusanagi
hoi Yamamoto Keiko.

“Khong. Tac gia nay dang hinh ‘bé Swa’ trén blog ca nhan. N6 kha duoc
cr dan mang yéu thich nén ching t6i thwong thdo hgp dong dé lam hoat
hinh.”

“Vay do la hoa si chuyén nghiép a?”

“Khong. La mo0t giao vién. Ma con khong phai la giao vién day my
thuat.”

«Q).”

Vay thi cling c6 kha nang, Kusanagi tham nghi. Theo Ikai Tatsuhiko thi
Mashiba Yoshitaka chac sé khong c6 quan hé yéu dwong véi nhan vién
hodc nhitng ngudi cé lién quan dén cong viéc. Nhung néu doéi phuong
khong phai la dan chuyén nghiép thi cau chuyén c6 thé sé khac.

“Qi, khong dugc 16, anh Kusanagi.” Kishitani néi khi dang thao tac trén
may tinh. “Nguwdi nay khong phai r6i.”

“Cai gi khong dugc co?”

“0 day c6 ding ly lich cua tac giad nguyén mau, 1a dan 6ng. D6 1a mot
thay gido.”

“Cau noi sao?” Kusanagi cham chii nhin vao man hinh. Pung la phan ly
lich cé viét nhu vay.

“Héi truedc tir ndy c6 phai hon khong. Bdi vi thiét ké dé thwong nhw thé
nén toi ct dinh ninh dé la phu nit.”

“T6i cling thé. Bat can qua.” Kusanagi nhan mat gai dau.

“Xin hoi,” Yamamoto Keiko xen vao. “Tac gia la dan ong thi co gi
khong t6t a?”

“Khong, 1a chuyén cua ching t6i thoi. Ching t6i dang tim ki€m nhan vat
c6 thé 1a manh moi dé gidi quyét vu an, diéu kién tién quyét la dé phai la
phu nit.”

“Vu an... la vu gidam d6c Mashiba bj sat hai?”

“Tat nhién roi.”
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“Phim hoat hinh tryc tuyén nay c6 lién quan dén vu an do a?”

“Chi tiét thi t6i khong thé néi nhung néu tac gia la phu nit thi c6 kha
nang ay.” Kusanagi thd dai nhin Kishitani. “Hém nay chiing ta dirng & day
th6i.”

“Vang.” Kishitani cling buong thong doi vai.

Yamamoto Keiko tién ho ra dén sanh cong ty. Kusanagi cui dau chao co.

“Xin 16i da lam phién giita Iic c6 ban ron. Cé thé chiing t6i sé lai dén vi
cong tac diéu tra, mong co giup dd.”

“Vang, bt ct lic nao...” Biéu cdm cda c6 c6 gi dé that vong. Khac han
vé vO cam sac sdo lic méi gap.

“Vay ching toi xin phép,” ding lic hai nguwdi quay goét thi nghe tiéng c6
goi, “Cho da.” Kusanagi quay lai.

“Sao thée?”

Co lién chay lai gan ho, thap giong néi.

“O tang mot toa nha ndy c6 mot sanh dgi. C6 thé cho téi & d6 khong?
Tdi c6 chuyén mudn noi.”

“Viéc lién quan dén vu an a?”

“T6i cling khong ro. La chuyén lién quan dén nhan vat hoat hinh khi nay.
Pén tac gid ctia né.”

Kusanagi va Kishitani nhin nhau ré6i gat dau véi Yamamoto Keiko.
“Pugc thdi.”

“Vay gap cac anh sau,” c6 ndi réi quay tré lai cong ty.

Sanh dgi & tang mot dugc thiét ké thanh khong gian mé. Kusanagi vira
udng ca phé vira bue boi nhin tdm bién cam hit thudc.

“Chuyén gi thé nhi. Viéc c6 ta mudn n6i dy.” Kishitani noi.

“Néi sao day. Chuyén vé anh hoa si nghiép du thi sao chang dugc.”

Khéng bao lau sau Yamamoto Keiko xudt hién. C6 c6 vo dé y xung
quanh. Trén tay la mot phong bi c& gidy A4.
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“Xin 16i da dé cac anh phai cho,” ¢6 noéi réi ngoi xuong ghé doi dién.
Nhan vién quan ngay 1ap tic tién dén nhung c6 xua tay ra hiéu tir choi. Co
vé co khong dinh ngoi 1au.

“Vay chuyén c6 muon néi la?” Kusanagi thic giuc.

Yamamoto Keiko nhin quanh r6i hoi d6 nguwdi vé phia truéc.

“Mong cac anh c0 gang khong cong bd viéc nay. Gia st phai cong bo di
nita, thi hay tuyét doi giit kin viéc nghe dugc tr toi kéo rac roi lam.”

“T6i hiéu.” Kusanagi nhin cham cham vao Yamamoto Keiko dang hwéng
mat nhin Ién.

Thyc chat anh muén néi con tuy vao ndi dung cau chuyén. Nhung néu
noi vay thi khong nghe dugc nhitng chuyén quan trong. Tuy tirng treong
hop, diéu tra vién can s tro 1i dé coi nhe 10i hita.

Anh gat dau. “Pugc roi. Toi hiva véi c6.”

Yamamoto Keiko liém méi.

“La chuyén vé nhan vat hoat hinh tryrc tuyén khi ndy, thyc ra tac gia cta
no la phu nit.”

“H4?” Kusanagi md to mat. “That a?”

Anh ngoi thang day. Néu thé thi dang dé nghe roi.

“Pung vay. Vi nhiéu ly do nén mdi dé thong tin nhw thé.”

Kishitani vira gat gu vira chuan bi ghi chép. “Cu dan mang trong nhiéu
treong hop, khéng chi tén ma tudi va gidi tinh cling la gia nhi.”

“Vay, nghé gido vién ciling la no6i doi a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Khong, thong tin vé thay gido ghi & dé la co that. Nguwai viét blog 1a anh
ta. Nhung tao ra nhan vat la mot nguwoi khac. D6 la mot phu nit hoan toan
khong c6 quan hé vdi thay gido ay.”

Kusanagi nhiu may, dat cd hai khuyu tay lén ban. “Rot cudc la thé nao
vay?”

Yamamoto Keiko té ra lvong Iy nhirng van néi.

“Svw that 1a, ngay tr dau tat ca da dugc 1én ké hoach.”

“Keé hoach a?”
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“Khi ndy to6i c6 noéi, vi nhan vat ma thay gido dé dang lén blog ca nhan
duwgc yéu thich nén cong ty ching t6i bat dau lam hoat hinh cho né nhung
thue té thi ngwoc lai. Ké hoach phat di bd phim hoat hinh truc tuyén st
dung nhan vat ay c6 trwdc nén dau tién cho dang tai nhan vat 1én blog ca
nhan nhw mot chién lwge dé ban phim. Tiép theo, tao ra that nhiéu tac dong
trén mang Internet dé tap trung sy chi y dén blog do. Thé r6i, dén khi nhan
thdy n6 bat dau duwgc yéu thich thi tao ra cau chuyén ky két v6i cong ty
chuing t6i dé lam ra san pham hoat hinh.”

Kusanagi khoanh tay truéc nguc, xoay co.

“Theé lai 1a mot trinh tw kha phién phitc nhi.”

“Giam doc cho rang, cach lam doé khién nguwdi ham mo trén mang cé cam
giac gan giii va sé ung ho.”

Kishitani nhin Kusanagi, gat dau.

“Chuyén do c6 thé xdy ra. Bdi vi, nguwdi ham mo trén mang Internet rat
hoan nghénh néu théng tin duwgc dang tdi bdi mdt ca nhan vo danh phat tan
lién tuc.”

“Vay thi nguoi da thiét ké ra nhan vat hoat hinh ding la nhan vién cia
cong ty co a?” Kusanagi hoi Yamamoto Keiko.

“Khong, chung toi tim kiém ngudi thich hgp trong s6 cac hoa si truyén
tranh hodc nguwdi vé tranh minh hoa v6 danh. D€ ho dwa ra y twéng vé nhan
vat r6i chon 14y céi phu hgp. Két qua, dwgc chon chinh la nhan vat Siva ay.
Chung t6i ky két véi tac gia dé ho phai tuyét doi gilt bi mat viéc minh la
nguoi vé ra né. Trén co s& do, cd ay vé tranh minh hoa dé dang 1én blog
cta thay gido. Tuy nhién, ngudi d6 khong vé sudt ma gitta chirng cé nha
thiét ké khac ti€p quan cong viéc. Toi nghi chac cac anh da doan ra, ching
t0i cling tra tién cho thay gido kia dé anh ta viét blog.”

Cha cha, Kusanagi vo thitc bat ra khéi miéng. “Pung la tit ca déu dugc
sap xép nhi.”

“Pé lan truyén hinh anh nhan vat mdi trong xa hoi can nhiéu chién
lwge.” Yamamoto Keiko cuwoi kho s@. “Tuy la ké hoach ctia ching toi
khong duge nhu y.”
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“Vay hoa si do la nguwoi nhu thé nao?”

“Von la tac gia sach tranh. Thyc té cling da xuat ban vai cuon sach.” Co
dat phong bi bén hong 1én dau gbi. Vat dugc rit ra la mot cudn sach tranh.

“Cho t6i xem mdt chit,” Kusanagi néi réi cam ldy né. Tén sach la Udc
gi ngay mai troi dé mua. Lat nhanh cuén sach, noi dung cé vé 1a chuyén vé
Bup bé Cau nang nang nod. Tén tac giad la Kocho Sumire.

“Bay gio co6 dy van lién hé véi cong ty a?”

“Khong, sau khi vé tranh minh hoa giai doan dau thi hoan toan khong
con quan hé gi. Bai vi toan bo quyén lgi lién quan dén nhan vat déu do
cong ty ching to6i nam gitt.”

“Co da tung gap co gai nay chwa?”

“Chua. Nhu t6i vira noi, s ton tai ctia c6 ay bat budc phai dugc gitr kin.
Ting gdp co ay chi c6 giam doc va mot vai ngwdi khac. T6i nghe néi viéc
ky hgp dong cling 1a giam d6c tryc tiép trao doi.”

“Giam doéc Mashiba? Truc tiép a?”

“Hinh nhv nguoi thich nhan vat Sita nhéat la giam doc.” Yamamoto
Keiko néi r6i cham chu nhin Kusanagi.

Kusanagi gat dau, mat nhin xudng cuén sach tranh. C6 6 gidi thiéu tac
gia nhung khong dé tén that va ngay thang nam sinh.

Tuy nhién, tac gid cudn sach tranh théa man diéu kién “lam cong viéc vé
tranh va ti'ng xudt ban sach”.

“T6i c6 thé muwon né khéng?” Anh cam cudn sach tranh trén tay.

“Xin moi,” c6 dap réi nhin dong ho deo tay. “Dén lic t6i phai vé roi.
Nhitng gi t6i muon néi chi cé vay. Hy vong sé c6 ich cho viéc diéu tra.”

“Cuc ky c6 ich. Cam on c¢6.” Kusanagi cti dau chao.

Sau khi Yamamoto Keiko roi di, Kusanagi dwa cuén sach tranh cho
Kishitani.

“Hoi thtr thong tin tir cong ty xuat ban nay di.”

“Chaéc la ding day nhi.”
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“Kha nang cao ddy. {t nhidu thi ciing c6 gi dé giita tac gid cuén sach
tranh nay va Mashiba Yoshitaka.”

“Thay tu tin han.”

“T6i chac chan khi nhin vé mat Yamamoto Keiko lic ndy. T tr6c co ay
da nghi ngo quan hé gitta hai nguoi.”

“Vay thi tai sao lai im lang dén tan bay gio? Nhitng canh sat hinh sy dén
day lay thong tin chac han cling da hoi vé quan hé véi phu nit cia Mashiba
ma.”

“Chac c6 ta thdy khong nén noi nhitng gi khong c6 ching ct. Ngay véi
chuing ta cling c6 no6i ro rang dau. Hay la vi, chung ta t6 ra hitng tha véi tac
gid cua nhan vat hoat hinh khién c6 ta nghi it nhat nén néi ra chuyén do
khong phai dan 6ng ma la phu ni¥? Vi biét tac gia sach tranh doé c6 vi tri dac
biét d6i véi Mashiba nén khong thé im lang cho qua chang?”

“Thao nao. Xin 16i vi da n6i xau, goi co6 ta la mat sat.”

“Néu khong muon lang phi y tot ctia c6 dy thi goi dién cho cong ty xuat
ban khi nay di.”

Kishitani 1dy dién thoai di dong ro6i cam cuén sach tranh buwdc ra khoi
tiém. Kusanagi vira uéng not coc ca phé vira quan sat cau ta goi dién thoai.
Ca phé 1o rang da ngudi roi.

Kishitani quay trg lai. Nhung vé mat khong dwgc vui.

“Khong gdp dugc nguoi phu trach a?”

“Khong, ho c6 ¢ do, cling da cho tbi biét vé tac gia Kocho Sumire.”

“Thé sao cdu lai lam ra bd mat ay?”

Nhung Kishitani khong trd 10i cau héi nay ma ma@ so tay.

“Tén that 1a Tsukui Junko. Chit Tsukui trong tén hé Tsukui, Jun trong twr
juntaku. Cu6n sach tranh nay hinh nhw dwgc xuat ban bon nam truwéde. Gio
khong tai ban nita.”

“C6 dia chi lién lac ro6i ch?”

“Khong, cai dé...” Kishitani ngang mat 1én khoi cudn s6 tay. “Cé ay mat

»

roi.
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“Sao co? Chuyeén tu bao gio?”

“Nghe noi la khoang hai nam truéce. Ty sat tai nha rieng.”
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Kaoru dang viét bdo cdo trong phong hop & tru s& cong an Meguro thi
Kusanagi va Kishitani quay vé. Ca hai déu c6 vé that vong.

“Ong gia dau? Ve roi a?” Kusanagi tho 16 héi.

“Néu anh héi doi treang thi toi nghi dang & phong diéu tra.”

Kusanagi lién roi khoi phong ma khong dap lai. Kishitani lam c chi
“dau hang”.

“Tam trang c6 vé té nhi?” Kaoru vém hoi.

“Tim dwgc roi, cudi cung cling thdy. C6 ngudi yéu cii cia Mashiba
Yoshitaka ay.”

“0, vay a. Thé thi sao ma...”

“La do mot budc ngoat khong ngo.” Kishitani thd nguwdi xudng cai ghé
pipe.

Kaoru ciing bat ngo treéc nhitng gi anh ké. Co gai dugc cho la nguoi yéu
cli da qua doi.

“Chung to6i da dén nha xudt ban va muwon anh cta cé géai. Sau do lai
mang né dén tiém hong tra ma Mashiba Yoshitaka tttng hen ho dé dwa cho
c6 phuc vu & d6 xem. Két qua khong hé nham lan, chinh la c6 ay. Thé la
xong. Gia thiét tdi 4c do ngudi yéu cii cia Kusanagi chim nghim.”

“Vi thé anh ta m&i kho chiu.”

“T6i cling that vong ddy. Diéu tra theo huwdng do sudt ca ngay roi két qua
thé nay. Oi, mét qua.”

Kishitani du6i minh hét ¢@, ding lic dé dién thoai di dong ctia Kaoru do
chudng. Nhin vao man hinh, co biét dé la Yukawa. Co vira gap anh ltc trua.

“T0i nghe day. Cam on anh viéc khi nay.”

“Co dang ¢ dau?” Yukawa dot ngot hoi.

“Cong an Meguro.”

“T6i nghi rat nhiéu tir ndy dén gio. Cé viéc cho o roi day. Gio ta gap
nhau dvgc khong?”
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“Sao?... T6i thi khong van dé gi, nhung la viéc thé nao vay?”

“Gap roi t6i sé noi. Cé6 chon dia diém di.” Hiém khi thdy giong cuta
Yukawa hao hitng nhu vay.

“Thoi, vay t6i sé dén trwong...”

“T6i ra khoi trwong roi. Pang trén dwong dén tru s¢ cong an Meguro.
Mau lén, chon dia diém di!”

Kaoru chon mgt nha hang gia dinh & gan do, Yukawa xac nhan roi ngat
may.

Bé tap bao cao dang viét d& vao tui, Kaoru cam 1ay do khoéc.

“Tién sinh Yukawa a?” Kishitani hoi.

“Vang. Anh ay bdo c6 chuyén can néi.”

“T6t qua. Anh &y ma giai quyét dugce tha thuat ha doc thi ching ta duoc
nho. Nghe cho ky vao nhé. Thay gido do gidi thich hoi kho hiéu nén dirng
quén ghi chép day.”

“T6i hiéu,” Kaoru noéi roi buéc khoi phong hop.

Co vtra uong hong tra ¢ nha hang da hen thi Yukawa di vao. Ngo6i xudng
treédc mdt Kaoru, anh goi cocoa.

“Khong phai ca phé a?”

“T6i chan lam roi. Lic gap co cling da uong hai coc.” Yukawa tré moi.
“Xin 16i vi dot ngot goi c6 ra day.”

“Khong sao. Viéc anh muon néi la gi vay?”

Um, anh hoi cup mét nhin xudng rdi nhin thdng vao Kaoru. “T6i mudn
xac nhan da, c6 khong cé gi thay doi vé chuyén nghi ngd phu nhan
Mashiba ch?”

“Viéc d6 thi... vang. T6i van nghi ngo. Pung thé.”

“Thé a.” Yukawa dwa tay vao bén trong do khoac r6i 1dy ra mot to gidy
gap. Anh dat no6 len ban. “Co doc thtr di.”
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Kaoru cam lay va mé n6 ra. Poc mot lwgt ndi dung viét trong do, co nhiu
may.

“Cai gi day? bay la...”

“Nhitng gi t6i muon co tim hiéu. Khong phai mot cach dai khai ma can
si chinh xac.”

“Piéu tra nhitng cai nay thi sé gidi dap dwoc bi an a?”

Yukawa lién chép mat r6i thd phu.

“Khong, chac la khong giai dugc. Pay la diéu tra dé xac nhan viéc khong
thé gidi dwgc. Theo ngén ngit ctia cong an cac c6 thi la diéu tra chitng
thure.”

“Co nghia la sao?”

“Hom nay, sau khi c6 ra vé, t6i nghi di nghi lai. Gid si* phu nhan
Mashiba da ha doc, thé thi c6 ta sit dung phuong phap nao? Nhuwng t6i nghi
mai khong ra. Két luan cua toi la phwong trinh nay khong cé dap an. Ngoai
tr mot truong hop thoi.”

“Mot treong hop? Thé chang phai la van c6 dap an a?”

“Pung hon la dap an ao.”

“Pap an ao?”

“Ttc 1a, c6 thé suy nghi vé mat ly thuyét nhung khong thé ton tai trong
hién thye. Chi c6 mot cach dé phu nhan dang ¢ Hokkaido c6 thé cho chong
& Tokyo udng chat doc. Co6 diéu kha nang thyc hién thi gan nhw vinh vién
bing 0. Co c6 hiéu khong? Y t6i 1a, manh 16i thi cé thé 1am dwgc nhung
khong c6 kha nang thyc hien.”

Kaoru lac dau.

“T6i khong hiéu lam nhitng gi anh dang noéi. Vay thi rot cudc la khong
c6 kha nang phai khong? Anh bdo t6i tién hanh viéc diéu tra nay la dé
chitng minh diéu do a?”

“Chitng minh rang khong c6 cau tré 10i cling rat quan trong.”

“T6i dang tim kiém cau tra 10i. Két luan thi thé nao ciing dwgc nhung toi
muon tim ra chan twéng vu an. D6 la cong viéc ctia chung t6i.”
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Yukawa mim chdt moi. Vra lic d6 cocoa duwgc mang tGi. Anh cham rai
dwa 1én miéng udng.

DPiing thé nhi, anh khé noéi. “bung nhu c6 noéi.”

“Tién sinh...”

Yukawa vdi tay cam lay t0 gidy nam trén ban.

“Nguoi lam khoa hoc dy ma, du c6 1a dap an do thi chi can cé cau tra 1oi
thoi la khong sao binh tinh duwgc. Nhuwng cac c6 cac cau lai khong phai la
nha khoa hoc. Khéng ly nao lai danh thoi gian quy gia dé chitng minh sy
ton tai cia mot tht nhw vay.” Bo t0 gidy da gap can than vao tui ao,
Yukawa nhéch mép cuwdi. “Coé hay quén chuyén nay di.”

“Tién sinh, néi t6i nghe vé tha doan ay di. Nghe xong t6i sé can nhac.
Néu thdy dang gia toi sé tim hiéu nhitng ndi dung d6.”

“Thé thi khong dwoc.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Néu co biét thu thuat r6i thi sé c6 dinh kién. Nhw vay thi khong thé diéu
tra mot cach khach quan dwgc. Nguogce lai, néu c¢6 khong diéu tra thi cling
khong can biét tha doan do lam gi. Du sao thi khong thé néi ra lic nay, &
day dwoc.”

Ban tay Yukawa véi lay tod h6a don. Nhanh nhuw chép, Kaoru giat 14y né.
“Dé toi trd.”

“Khong ly nao lai thé. Toi da bat c6 dén day vo ich.”

Kaoru chia ban tay con lai vé phia anh.

“Pua t6i to gidy nhd khi ndy. T6i sé tim hiéu thir xem sao.”

“La dap an ao day.”

“Ké ca thé toi cling mudn biét. Cau trad 10i duy nhat ma tién sinh tim
duoc."”

Yukawa thé dai r6i lai it ra t0 gidy nhé. Kaoru cam ldy, xac nhan ndi
dung mot 1an nita réi cat vao tui.

"Néu thu doan dé khong phai dap 4n 4o ma tién sinh ndi thi c6 nghia la
bi an c6 thé giai dap dung khong?”
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Nhung Yukawa khong gat dau. Anh dwa ngén tay chinh lai mat kinh va
khé dap, “noi sao nhi.”

“Khong ding a?”

“Néu khong phai la mot dap an do...” anh mat anh lén vé sac bén, anh néi
tiép. “Co 1€ cac cd sé thua cudc. Toi cling chang chién thang. Pay sé la t6i
ac hoan héao.”
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20

Anh mit Wakayama Hiromi huéng vé tdm tham treo trén tudng.

Cac manh bé mau xanh nwéc bién dam va mau xam de 1én nhau, tao
thanh mot dai. Dai dé dai, gitta chirng gap khic, xoan vao nhau roi cu6i
cung lai két noi vé diém ban dau. Co6 nghia n6 la mot dwong cong khép kin.
Két cdu kha phitc tap nhwng nhin tir xa chi nhi mot hoa van hinh hoc don
thuan. Mashiba Yoshitaka thwong noi déu la “trong né giong hinh xoan 6c¢
cta chuoi DNA” nhung Hiromi van thich tdc pham nay. Trong budi trién
1am ca nhan ctaa Ayane t6 chitc & Ginza, n6 dugc treo ngay canh 16i ra vao.
Nam & vi tri dau tién ma quan khach nhin thay nén chac han né la tdc pham
khién Ayane tw hao. Bung la nguoi thiét ké tac pham la c6 dy. Nhung nguoi
lam ra n6 trong thyc té lai la Hiromi. Tac pham dugc tac gia trung bay
trong trién 1am ca nhan thyc chit dwgc lam ra bai hoc tro, chuyén nhu thé
cling khong phai hiém gap trong gidi nghé thuat. Hon nita, doi vGi khau
ghép vai, can dén vai thang dé hoan thanh tac pham c& 16n. Néu khéng chia
ra dé lam thi sé khong cé du tac phdm dé mé trién 1am ca nhan. Tuy vay,
Ayane thudoc nhom ty minh lam kha nhiéu. Trong s6 cac tdc pham dugc
cong bo ¢ trién 1am ca nhan lan ay, c6 dén tam phan mwoi la do Ayane ty
tay hoan thién. Vay ma Ayane lai chon san pham Hiromi da lam dé treo &
16i vao. Diéu do6 khién Hiromi that sy xic dong. Co thay vui vi thanh pham
cua minh dugc cong nhan.

Minh muén lam viéc cho ngudi nay mdi mdi, lic do6 c6 da nghi nhu vay.

C6 tieng dong nhe vang 1én. Ayane vira dat coc nwdc xudng ban thao tac.
Hai nguwdi phu nit ng6i doi dién nhau. Ho dang & Anzu House, phong hoc
khau ghép vai. Binh thwong thi lic nay 16p hoc da mé civa, mot s6 hoc vién
dang ng6i cat nho va néi cac manh vai. Nhung gio chi c6 hai ngwoi. Lép
hoc van tiép tuc nghi.

“Vay a,” Ayane 6m ldy coc nwéc bang ca hai tay. “Néu Hiromi da quyét
nhu vay thi co6 danh chiju thoi.”

“Em xin 16i vi chi theo y minh.”
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“Em dau can xin 16i. Co cling dang nghi, tir gio sé hoi kho lam viéc. Vi
vay c0 1é chi con cach nay.”

“Tat ca la 16i cta em. Thuc sy em khong biét phdi néi sao nita.”

“Thoi dugc roi. Co khong muon thady Hiromi xin 16i nita.”

“Da... vang. Em xin 16i...”

Hiromi cuii dau, c6 nén nhitng giot nwdc mat sap trao ra. Néu khéc sé
lam cho Ayane cang khong thodi mai.

Nguaoi goi dién thoai dé nghi gap vi ¢6 viéc mudn néi la Hiromi. Ayane
khong hoi chi tiét, chi dap “vay ta gdp nhau O Anzu House nhé”. Hiromi
tham nghi, phai chang Ayane c6 y hen & phong hoc la vi da doan ra muc
dich ctia minh.

Hiromi bat dau néi trong lic dgi Ayane pha tra. Noi dung la muon xin
nghi cong viéc & phong hoc. Tat nhién, nhw vay c6 nghia la nghi khong lam
trg ly cho Ayane ntra.

“Nhuwng Hiromi nay, liéu em cé 6n khong?” Ayane cat tiéng hai.

Hiromi ngang mat lén. “Nhitng viéc sau nay dy,” Ayane tiép tuc noi.
“Chi phi sinh hoat, em dinh thé nao? Ciing dau dé dang tim viéc phai
khong? Hay la em dwgc gia dinh ho trg?”

“Em van chwa quyét dinh gi ca. Em thi khong muon phién dén b6 me
nhung c6 thé sé kho ma tranh dwgc. Co diéu em van con chat tién tiét kiém,
em sé cO gang ty xoay x& trong kha nang cia minh.”

“Khong 6n chit nao. Chang biét em c6 lam dwoc thé khéng.” Ayane lién
tuc vén téc mai ra sau tai, thoi quen cho thdy c6 dang bwc minh. “Ma, biét
dau su lo lang cuda co lai la thira thai.”

“Cam on c6 da lo lang nhu vay. Vi mot diva nhw em...”

“Co0 da bao dirng n6i nang kiéu do nira.”

Nghe giong Ayane gay gat, toan than Hiromi bat giac khung lai. Co lai
cti dau xudng that thap.

“Xin 16i,” Ayane khé noi. “Co 16 gay gat qua. Chi vi co that sy khong
muon Hiromi cé thai d6 nhuw vay. Panh rang tiv nay khong thé lam viéc
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cung nhau nhwng c6 van cau chiic cho em hanh phic. That long day.”

Hiromi rut ré ngang mat 1én, vé nhw muo6n dién ta diéu gi dé trong long.
Ayane khé mim cwdi. Nu cwdi tuy buén nhung nhin khéng c6 vé gia tao.

“Co0 giao,” Hiromi khé noi.

“Véi lai, nguoi khién ching ta c6 nhitng suy nghi nay, da khéng con trén
doi. Pung ngoanh lai phia sau nita.”

Trudc nhitng 10i n6i nhe nhang nay, Hiromi chi c6 thé gat dau. Song
trong tham tam, c6 nghi chuyén doé la khong thé lam dwgc. Ca tinh yéu véi
Mashiba Yoshitaka, ca n6i buén vi mat anh, ca sy dan vat vi phan boi
Ayane, déu da khac sau vao tim c6 r6i.

“Hiromi dén day dwgc may nam roi nhi?” Ayane hoi bang giong vui vé.

“Vwra dung ba nam a.”

“Thé a, da ba nam r6i day. Néu la hoc sinh cap ba thi t6t nghiép ré6i. Thé
thi, c6 thé nghi la Hiromi da t6t nghiép dwdi sy hwéng dan cia c6 duwge day
nhi?”

Hiromi khong thé gat dau. C6 tham nhua minh khéng ng6c dén ndi bi ru
ngu trede nhitng 161 ngot ngao Ay.

“Hiromi, em c0 chia khoa can phong nay nhi?”

“A, vang. Em gtri cd day a.” Hiromi cam 14y chiéc tii dit bén canh.

“Khong sao, em ct? gitr 1ay.”

“Nhung...”

“Trong phong nay van con nhiéu d6 cia em phai khong? Dé sap xép lai
chac cling can chut thdi gian ma. Ngoai ra, néu cé gi em thich thi c¥ mang
theo, dirng ngai nhé. Tam tham kia cling vay, em mudn c6 né chi¥?” Ayane
néi va dua mat vé mén do Hiromi ngam nhin khi nay.

“Cai do, c6 dugc khong a?”

“Téat nhién roi. B&i vi, né la do em lam ra ma. N6 dugc danh gia cao hém
trién 1am. C6 da dinh kiéu gi cling phdi trao né cho Hiromi nén khong ban

»

day.
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Hiromi nh¢ lai thoi diém ay. Hau hét cac san pham déu gan mac bao gia
nhung birc tham nay dugc xép vao hang khong ban.

“Chac em sé mat vai ngay dé don dep do dac?” Ayane héi.

“C6 1€ hom nay va ngay mai la xong thoi a.”

“Thé a. Vay lic xong xubi em goi dién bado cho c6 nhé. Chia khéa thi...
rm, em c¥ bé vao hom nhan thw & cita 1a duwgc r6i. Can than dirng dé quén
do nhé. Sau d6 c6 sé nhg ludn cong ty, co cling du dinh sap xép lai can
phong cho dau vao day.”

Thay Hiromi chép mat vé khong hiéu y, Ayane mim cuwoi.

“Co khong thé song & khach san mai dwgc. Du sao cling bat tién va lang
phi ma. Vi thé, cho dén khi tim dugc noi ¢ méi, co dinh sé song & day.”

“Co khong vé lai nha a?”

Ayane lién thé hat ra, d6i vai chung xudng.

“Co cling c6 nghi dén viéc do6, nhung qua la khong thé. Nhitng ky e vui
vé déu bién thanh dang cay. Quan trong hon, song mot minh thi can nha do
qua rong vdi c6. Truwdc day anh dy chi c6 mot minh ma song tot that.”

“C0 bo no6 sao?”

“La ngoi nha tirng c6 an mang, cling khong biét cé tim duwgc ngudi mua
hay khong nita. Co sé thi trao d6i vGi anh Ikai. Biét dau anh ay sé cé moi
quan hé nao do.”

Hiromi khong tim dugc tir nao thich hgp dé noi, danh im lang nhin coc
nuwéce trén ban thao tac. Hong tra Ayane pha cho chac da ngudi ngat.

“Thé thdi, co di nhé.” Ayane cam lay chiéc c6c minh da uong can va
ding day.

“CO ct dé n6 & day. Em sé rtra a.”

“Co6 duge khong? Phién em vay nhé.” Ayane dé lai coc trén ban thao tac
r6i cham chd nhin. “Chiéc c6c nay la Hiromi mang dén nhi. Hinh nhu em
noi dé la qua nhan dugc 6 tiéc cuw6i caa ban.”

“Vang. Em nhan dvgc mot doi.”
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Hai chiéc c6c dang nam trén ban thao tac. Ho luon dung ching vao
nhitng luc chi c6 hai nguoi.

“Vay em ciing phai mang ching vé nhi.”

“Vang,” Hiromi thap giong dap. C6 khong hé nghi dén chuyén mang coc
nuwdc vé. Nhung chinh sy ton tai cia nhitng thit nay c6 khi lai khién Ayane
thay kho chiu, nghi vay, c6 cang thay long nang triu.

Ayane khodc tti 1én vai, budc vé phia thém ctra. Hiromi theo sau.

X0 giay xong, Ayane quay lai nhin Hiromi.

“Cam giac la that day. Nguwoi bo 16p hoc la Hiromi, vay ma co6 lai roi
khoi phong.”

“Em sé don dep xong nhanh nhat c6 thé. Ké ca la trong ngay hém nay.”

“Khong can v6i vang dau. Co khong cé y d6 ma.” Ayane nhin thang vao
mat Hiromi. “Thoi, em gitt sttc khée nhé.”

“C0 giao cling gitr sic khoe a.”

Ayane gat dau roi m@ ctta. Co budc ra ngoai, mim cuwdi roi dong ctra lai.

Hiromi ngoi thup xudng. C6 thd that sau.

Bo6 cong viéc & 16p khau ghép vai la viéc dau long, lai thém noi bat an vi
khong con thu nhap, nhung c6 khong con cach nao khac. Du da thu nhan
v&i Ayane vé m6i quan hé vGi Yoshitaka nhung tiép tuc lam viéc nhw truéc
lai Ia chuyén khac. Ayane khong chu dong bao co6 nghi viéc khong c6 nghia
la that long tha thit cho Hiromi.

Hon nita... Hiromi dadt tay lén bung. Con chuyén dira bé trong bung co
nita. Hiromi lo sg bi Ayane hoi c6 dinh lam gi v6i n6. That sy la tam 1y co
van chua xac dinh.

Ayane khong héi gi vé dita tré c6 1é vi doan chac co sé pha thai. Chac
chan trong mo ciing khéng nghi Hiromi c6 thé s& muon sinh con.

Nhung Hiromi con lwdng ly. Khong, sau hon nita, tan cung trong trai
tim, la mong muon sinh con. Ty ¢6 nhan ra diéu do.

Co diéu, néu sinh no ra thi cudc doi nao sé doi c6 phia trudc? Khong thé
dwa vao gia dinh dwgc. Tuy cha me cia Hiromi van khée nhung cudc song
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khong may dw da. Hon nita, ca hai ngudi déu mang cam tinh thong thuong,
chi riéng viéc biét con gai minh chwa két hon da lam me sau khi dan diu véi
nguoi cé vg chac cling da khién ho hoang mang khong biét phéi lam sao.

Thdt sv chi con cdch bo né di théi sao? Ci¢ dén cau hoi nay, lan nao suy
nghi cua c6 cling dirng lai mot cho. C6 muon tron tranh két cuc ay, ban
khoan tim xem con cach nao khac khong. Viéc dé lap di lap lai sau cai chét
cua Yoshitaka.

Co khé lac dau, lién lac do dién thoai di dong do chuong. Hiromi cham
chap ditng day, quay tré lai ban thao tac. Lay ra chiéc dién thoai dé trong
tii xach dat trén ghé. C6 con nhé s6 may goi dén. Binh khong nghe may
réi cudi cung c6 van nhan nit nhan cudc goi. Bay gio, ¢ day, doi phuong
khong phai la ngudi sé chiu bo cudc du cé bi tang lo.

Vidng, c6 noi. Tuy khong c6 tinh nhwng giong c6 nghe van chiing xudng.

“A 10, toi la Utsumi thudc ben cong an day. Bay gio co cé noi chuyén
duwgc khong?”

“Co ndi di.”

“Xin 16i nhwng t6i lai ¢6 vai diém can hoi. Ching ta c6 thé gap nhau &
dau?”

“Lac nao thé?”

“Cang s6m cang tot. Xin 16i c6 nhé.”

Hiromi thd dai thanh tiéng. Poi phuong cé nghe thiy ciling chang sao.

“Néu vay, c6 dén cho t6i dwoc khong? Bay gio toi dang & 16p hoc khau
ghép vai.”

“O Daikanyama nhi. C6 Mashiba ciing ¢ d6 a?”

“Khong, hom nay c6 dy chac chan sé khong dén nita. Chi c6 minh t6i
thoi.”

“T6i hiéu ro6i. Vay toi sé dén do.” bién thoai ngting két noi.

Hiromi cat dién thoai di dong vao tui roi dat tay 1én tran.

Chang c6 bat c thit gi két thac chi véi viéc nghi lam & 16p khau ghép
vdi. Co 1é cong an sé khong dé Hiromi yén cho dén khi vu an dwoc giai
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quyét. Viéc lang 1€ sinh con la hoan toan khong thé.

C0 udng hong tra con sot lai trong coc. Bung nhw ¢6 nghi, né da hoan
toan ngudi ngat.

Nhitng viéc da xay ra trong ba nam & day hién l1én trong dau. Ban dau chi
la nhitng k¥ thuat khau ghép vai tw hoc, nhung sau ba thang ¢6 da tién bo
dén mic chinh minh phai bat ngd. Khi dugc Ayane ngé 16i moi lam try ly,
co dong y ngay 1ap titc. C6 da chan ngdy hang ngay phai lam mot cach may
moc nhitng cong viéc khong c6é dong luc nhan tr cong ty cung ring lao
dong.

Hiromi nhin chiéc may tinh x4ch tay dat & géc phong. Nhitng khi cung
Ayane suy nghi vé cac thiét ké, thit dugc sit dung nhiéu nhat 1a phan mém
vé trén may tinh. Chi riéng viéc quyét dinh phdi mau cling c6 khi mat
nguyén mot dém. Tuy vay, chwa tirng cé viéc nao khién c6 thay kho sé.
Quyét dinh xong thiét ké la ho di mua vai. Mat cong tranh luan rat nhiéu
md&i quyét dinh dwgc cach phéi mau nhung ciing cé trwdng hgp ca hai déu
bi quyén rii b&i mau vai ho bat gap & ctra hang va gap rut thay doi phvong
an tai cho. Nhitng lic ay, hai ngwoi lai nhan mat cwdi véi nhau.

Do la nhitng ngay thang y nghia hon bat ky diéu gi.

Tai sao bay gio tat ca lai ra nong noi nay?

Hiromi khé lac dau. Co6 hiéu, ly do qua ro rang. Tat ca la 16i cua co.
Cudp chong cua nguwdi phu nit khac, thdm chi con la chong cua an nhan
minh, do chinh la nguyén nhan.

Hiromi con nh@ rat rd lan dau tién gap Mashiba Yoshitaka. C6 dang
chuan bi cho gid hoc trong can phong nay thi Ayane goi t6i, nhd co6 chuyén
10i dén mot nguwoi dan ong c6 thé sap ghé tham, nhan anh ta dgi trong
phong. Khi d6 Ayane khong néi gi vé moi quan hé vdi ngwoi dan 6ng ay.

Khong bao lau thi anh ta dén. Hiromi mdi anh ta vao r6i mang tra ra.
Anh ta vira nhin quanh can phong v&i vé hitng thu, vira hoi han du thit. B6
la nhan vat vita c6 sy diém dam chi thdy & mot nguwdi dan 6ng tredng
thanh, vira phang phat sy hiéu ky khong thé kiém soat nhuw mot thiéu nién.
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Sv thong minh khac thuwong cling 1a diéu ¢6 cam nhan duwgc chi sau vai cau
doi thoai.

Sau do, Ayane xuat hién va gigi thiéu vé anh. Hiromi thay bat ngo vé
viéc ho quen nhau & mdot bita tiéc. C6 khong hé biét Ayane lai c6 lic dén
nhitng noi nhu vay.

Bay gio nhin lai Hiromi md&i thdy minh da c6 cdm tinh véi Yoshitaka tir
lic dy roi. Co nhd rd ban than da ndy sinh cam giac gan nhuw ghen ti khi
nghe Ayane gigi thiéu dé la nguoi yeéu.

Co tw hoi, néu khong phai theo cach nhw vdy ma ngay tir dau da co
Ayane ¢ cung, phai chang cam xuc ctia minh da khac? Co c6 cam giac,
chinh vi c6 khoang thoi gian chi riéng hai nguwoi 6 canh nhau nén mai nay
sinh tinh cam dac biét.

Cam xuc yéu dwong da ndy nd trong 1ong mot lan thi du c6 mad nhat cling
tuyét doi khong bién mat. Nho viéc Ayane két hon, Hiromi cling c6 thé ra
vao ngdi nha cta Mashiba nén cang cdm thdy gan gilii hon nita vGi
Yoshitaka. Puwong nhién cling c6 lic chi hai nguwoi véi nhau.

Tat nhién Hiromi khong dam chu déng boc 16 cdm xtic ctia minh. C6
hiéu néu lam vay chi gay phién phitc cho Yoshitaka, trieéc dé co cling chira
tirng mudn cé mot moi quan hé dac biét v4i anh. Chi can cé thé tiép xtc
than mat nhw nguoi trong nha la c6 da thoa man.

Nhung, du da c6 che day, duong nhw Yoshitaka van hiéu dwgc tinh cam
ctia co6. Thai do cua anh doi vai c6 thay doi tirng chit mot. Trong anh mat
diu dang nhw dang nhin ¢6 em géi bat dau xen lan diéu gi dé kho ta. Nhan
ra diéu 4y, trai tim Hiromi dap ron rang hon ciing la sy that.

Thé r6i, mot budi téi cach day khoang ba thang, c6 dang lam viéc trong
can phong nay dén khuya thi Yoshitaka goi dién dén.

“Anh nghe Ayane ké nén biét. Dao gan day Hiromi toan lam viéc dén toi
muon. Cong viéc ¢ 16p hoc c6 vé ban ron nhi?”

Anh 1t 6, Néu cé6 thé thi hdy gio em di dn ramen khéng? Dudng nhw
Yoshitaka cling lam thém gid. C6 mot tiém mi ramen ma tir 1au anh van
muon di an thtr.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ciing thay doi bung nén c6 dong y luén. Ngay sau do, Yoshitaka dén don
co bang 0 to.

Mui vi ctia ramen khéng dén mic gay an twong dac biét, ma cé 1€ vi khi
ay chi c6 hai ngudi, c6 va Yoshitaka. Moi lan anh dong diia, khuyu tay lai
cham vao co thé c6. Chi riéng nhitng lan tiép xtc ay la han sau vao ky tc.

Sau do, Yoshitaka tién Hiromi vé tan nha. Vira do xe trudc cita chung cu,
anh mim cuwoi noi.

“Thi thodng em cé thé cung di dn ramen thé nay khong?”

“Pugc a, luc nao cling dwgc.” Hiromi dap.

“Cam on em. C6 Hiromi bén canh, anh thiy d& mét han.”

“Thé a?”

“Anh cling mét & day va ¢ day lam.” Ngén tay anh lan lwgt chi vao nguc
va dau ctia minh, sau d6 nghiém tic nhin thang vao Hiromi. “That sy cdm
on em vé toi nay. Anh rat vui.”

“Em cling vay.”

Hiromi vtra dit 10i dap, Yoshitaka lién véi tay, 0m 14y vai co6. Bat ngd bi
kéo vé phia anh, ¢6 nga ngwoi theo. Ho hon nhau nhw thé dé 1a 1€ ty nhién.

Chtc em ngu ngon, anh néi. Anh ngti ngon, co dap lai.

bém do, tim co dap ron rang va mai khong ngu dugc. Nhung co cling
khong nghi minh da pham phai 16i lam to 16n. Hiromi don gian cho rang dé
la mot bi mat nho nhé cua riéng hai nguoi.

Co khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dé nhan ra minh da nham to. Sy ton tai cta
Yoshitaka nhanh chéng 16n 1én trong 1ong Hiromi. Bat ké dang lam viéc gi,
dau co cling khong ditt dwgc hinh béng anh.

Madc du vay, néu khong gap g hay lam gi dé chi riéng hai nguoi thi c6 1€
trang thai nhw bi say nang dy ciling khong kéo dai. Tuy nhién, tr dé
Yoshitaka bat dau ra ré Hiromi nhiéu Ién. C6 ciing & lai 16p hoc nhiéu hon
du khong cé viéc gi dac biét, dé doi dién thoai cta anh.

Nhw qua béng bay bi dit day, trdi tim Hiromi ti€p tuc bay nhay khong
thé kiém soat. Cudi cung, khi viegt qua ranh gidi gitta dan 6ng va dan ba,
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lan dau tién ¢6 nhan ra minh da lam mot viéc tai hai. Nhung nhitng 10i
Yoshitaka n6i dém hom ay du sitc manh dé thoi bay noi bat an cia Hiromi.

Anh n6i minh co 1€ sé chia tay Ayane.

“Muc dich két hon la vi mudn c6 con nén anh giao hen sé cham ditt quan
hé vg chong néu trong vong mot nam khong thé c6 con. Con ba thang nita
m&i tron nam nhung chac la khong thé. Anh biét diéu d6.”

Cach ndi thuce té dén lanh lung nhung lot vao tai Hiromi Iic ay nghe day
tin cdy. C6 1é chi nhw vay cling du thdy c6 da tré nén ich ky.

Nhin lai rat nhiéu chuyén Hiromi nhan ra ho da phan boi kinh khing dén
nhwong nao. Du Ayane c6 cam han dén may ciing phai chap nhan.

Qua that...

Nguoi giét Yoshitaka c6 thé 1a Ayane. Du c¢6 ludn té ra diu dang véi
Hiromi nhwng hoan toan c6 thé hiéu do la sy nguy trang nham che day y do
giét nguoi.

Co diéu, co ay lai c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. Khong c6 gi cho thdy cong
an dang nghi ngo c6 ay, c6 1é vi thue té van la ban than hanh vi pham t6i dy
khong c6 kha nang thuc hién.

Nhung ngoai Ayane, liéu con ai c6 dong co giét hai Yoshitaka hay
khong? Nghi dén diéu do, Hiromi lai cAm nhan dwgc mot noi buén khac.
Du muon sinh con nhung ¢6 thdy minh hoan toan khong biét gi vé cha dita
bé.

Utsumi Kaoru xuat hién trong bd vest tuyén mot mau den. C6 ng6i xuéng
chiéc ghé ma Ayane da ngbi tredc dé ba muoi phit, mot lan nita cui dau
xin 16i vi da yéu cau gap.

“T6i nghi, cd6 c6 dén gap nguwoi nhw téi bao nhiéu lan thi vu an ciing
khong duoc gidi quyét dau. Béi t6i dau c6 hiéu may vé anh Mashiba.”

“Khong hiéu may ma van hinh thanh m6i quan hé nhw vay a?”

D061 moi Hiromi cang ra trudce nhitng 101 do.
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“T6i nghi minh hiéu vé mat tinh cach con ngudi. Nhung céi can cho viéc
diéu tra thi dau phai vay ding khéng nao? T6i mudn n6i minh khong biét gi
vé qua khit hay nhitng rac r6i trong cong viéc cta anh ay.”

“Tinh cach con nguwdi nan nhan ciing la cai can biét dé xuc tién diéu tra.
Nhung hom nay t6i dén day vi mudn hoi nhitng viéc binh thwong hon nhiéu
chit khong kho dén vay.”

“Nhitng viéc binh thwong la sao?”

“La viéc hang ngay cta vg chong Mashiba. Vi ¢6 chac chan la ngudi biét
nhiéu nhat vé nhitng chuyén do.”

“Vay thi hoi co giao t6i c6 phai hon khong?”

Utsumi Kaoru nghiéng dau, nhoén miéng cuoi.

“T6i cho rang, néu dé co6 dy noi thi khé ma cé dugc y kién khach quan.”

“... Co mudn haéi gi?”

“Ngay sau khi vg chéng Mashiba két hon, c6 bat dau ra vao ng6i nha do.
Tan sudt thé nao?”

“Moi ltc mot khac, nhung néu tinh trung binh thi méi thang khoang mét
hoac hai lan.”

“C6 dinh truvéc ngay khong?”

“Khong xac dinh gi cd. Nhung da phan la Cha nhat. Vi dé la ngay phong
hoc dong ctra.”

“Chu nhat thi Mashiba Yoshitaka ciling & nha phai khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Ttrc 1a ba ngwoi sé tro chuyén voi nhau a?”

“Ciling c6 lic nhw vay nhung anh Mashiba cha yéu & thw phong. Co vé
anh dy van lam viéc ¢ nha vao ngay nghi. Hon ntta, ly do t6i dén quay qua
gia dinh ho la vi c6 viéc can trao doi vGi co gido, dén néi chuyén phiém
khong phai muc dich cta t6i.” Giong Hiromi day phan khang. Co thdy ton
thuwong khi bi cho la da dén nha vi mudn gap Yoshitaka.

“Trong ldc trao doi, hai ngwdi cé uéng tra hodc ca phé khéng?”

“Co gido lu6n moi téi uéng.”
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“Co0 la nguoi pha a?”

“Ciing thi thodng. Nhitng lic c6 gido dé tay ndu mén khac chang han.”

“CoO tirng noi, trinh tw pha ca phé ciing la hoc ti* phu nhan nhi. Vi thé
bubi sang hom xdy ra vu an, c6 cling lam theo cac budc twong ty.”

“Pung vay. Lai la chuyén ca phé a? Khong phai t6i da néi nhiéu lan roi
u?” Khoe miéng c6 nhéch 1én.

Nhung khong biét c6 phéi vi da quen véi viéc bi doi twgng tham van t6
thai do khé chiu hay khong ma biéu cdm cuia nit cong an tré khong hé cé
chut dao dong.

“Trong bita tiéc tai nha vGi vg chong Ikai, c6 c6 md ta lanh cua gia dinh
Mashiba khong?”

“T1 lanh a?”

“Trong tu lanh nhat dinh c6 nhitng chai nhya dyng nwéc khoang. Toi
muon biét c6 c6 nhin thay chiing khong?”

“Vay thi c6. T6i vao bép lay nwdc mot lan.”

“Luc dé con lai may chai nwéc?”

“To6i khong nhd ro dén thé. Chi biét chac chan la con vai chai xép mot
day.”

“Mot hay hai chai thé?”

“T6i da noi la khong nhé ma. Xép mdt day nén khong phai 1a sé cé bon
hodc nam chai hay sao?” Cé bat ngd 16n tiéng.

“T6i hiéu,” nit cong an tré gat dau, khuén mat trong nhw chiéc mat na
kich N6. “Ngay trwéc vu an, c6 dén nha Mashiba vi anh ta goi co téi,
chuyén dé6 tirng xay ra vai lan phai khong?”

“Khong, hém do la lan dau tién.”

“Tai sao lai chi ding hém 4y anh Mashiba md&i goi c6 dén?”

“Viéc dé thi... la do c6 gido da vé nha bé me.”

“Nghia la cho dén ldc ay thi khong cé co hoi ding khong?”

“T6i nghi, c6 thé la vay, nhung anh &y mu6n sém bdo cho toi biét tin co
gido da chap nhan ly hon ma.”
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“Cling ding,” Utsumi Kaoru gat dau. “Co c6 biét gi vé sd thich khong?”

“S@ thich a?” Hiromi nhiu may.

“S@ thich ctia vg chong nha Mashiba. Thé thao, du lich hay lai xe di choi
chang han.”

“Anh Mashiba c6 choi tennis va golf nhung c6 giao thi khong co6 gi dac
biét. Co 1€ chi la khau ghép vai va nau nwéng thoi thi phai.”

“Vay vg chong ho trai qua cac ngay nghi thé nao nhi?”

“Chuyén do t6i cling khong ro lam.”

“Trong pham vi ma c6 biét cling duwoc.”

“C0 giao hau hét chi ké chuyén vé khau ghép vai. Anh Mashiba thi c6 vé
hay xem DVD.”

“O nha, phu nhan khau ghép vai trong phong nao vay?”

“T6i nghi la phong khach.” Hiromi boi roi tra 16i. C6 thé thdy cac cau
héi hoan toan khong theo hwéng nao cu thé.

“Hai nguwoi ho c6 di du lich v6&i nhau khong?”

“Ngay sau khi cuwéi chac chan da di Paris va London. Sau do thi t6i nghi
ho khong cé chuyén du lich ding nghia nao. Chi c6é anh Mashiba vi cong
viéc ma hay di day d6.”

“Mua sam thi sao? Vi du, c6 Wakayama va phu nhan c6 ra phé di mua
sam cung nhau khong?”

“Chung t6i c6 di mua vai dé may khau ghép.”

“Chac la vao Chu nhat a?”

“Khong, mua treéc gio hoc nén sé vao ngay thuwong. Lugng vai cling
16n, mua xong la ching t6i mang dén day lu6n.”

Utsumi Kaoru gat dau, viét gi dé vao so tay.

“Toi chi hoi nhitng cau dé thoi. Cdm on c6 da danh thoi gian.”

“Xin héi, mdy cau hdi vira roi that ra c6 y nghia gi? T6i hoan toan khong
hiéu y do cia ching.”

“Cau hoi nao ca?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tat ca. Sé thich r6i thi chuyén mua sam, to6i khong nghi ching c6 gi lién
quan dén vu an.”

Utsumi Kaoru thoang ling ting r6i lai mim cuwdi ngay lap tic.

“Co khong hiéu cling khong sao. Cong an cé cach tw duy ctia cong an
ma.”

“C0 c6 thé cho t6i biét dugc khong?”

“Xin 16i, d6 1a nguyén tac roi.” Nir cong an nhanh chéng ding day. Co
néi 16i tam biét, cti dau chao roi nhanh chan di vé phia ctta ra vao.
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“T6i cling boi rdi luc bi thac mac vé y dé cia cac cau hoéi. Bai vi chinh t6i
cling khong hiéu y d6 cta ching. Binh thwong t6i van bi nhic nhé phai
bam sat vao muc dich trong qua trinh tham van.” Utsumi vira néi vira cam
coc ca phé lén.

Co dang & phong nghién cttu cta Yukawa. Co dén dwa két qua diéu tra
ma anh nho hom trudc.

“Piéu co6 noi, vé ly thi dang, nhung con phai tuy vao thoi gian va hoan
canh.” Pang ngo6i doi dién c6, Yukawa ngang mat 1én khéi ban bao cao. “Ta
dang tim hiéu xem liéu c6 hay khong mét t6i ac dac biét chwa tirng thav
trong qua khit. Khi xac nhan c6 hay khong su ton tai ay thi khéng duwgc
quén rang, rat nhiéu treong hop bi chi phdi bdi dinh kién cua nhitng nguoi
c6 lién quan. Nha vat ly Rene Blondlot... khong, chac c6 khong biét dau.”

“Chua tirng nghe qua.”

“Pé la mot nha nghién cttu nguwoi Phap c6 rat nhiéu cong hién vao nita
sau thé ky 19. Khong lau sau khi buéc sang thé ky 20, Blondlot céng bd da
tim ra tia phong xa mdi. Tia phong xa do dugc dat ten la tia N, co hiéu qua
lam tang do sang cua tia lira dién. N6 duwgc ca nggi la phat kién mang tinh
buwdc ngoat, lam x6n xao gidi vat ly hoc. Tuy nhién, rét cudc thi sw ton tai
cta tia N bi phti nhan. Nha khoa hoc ctia nwéc khac thi rat nhiéu lan nhung
khong hé lam tang do sang cua tia Itta dién.”

“La bip bogm a?”

“Noi la bip bom thi khong ding. D6 la vi ban than Blondlot tin vao sy
ton tai cha tia N.”

“Co nghia la sao?”

“Von di Blondlot x4c nhan d6 sang cua tia Itta dién chi dya vao déi mat
ctia minh. D6 1a can nguyén cia s nham lan. Chuyén anh sang gia tang khi
danh tring tia N da dugc chitng minh chi la do giac hinh thanh do mong
muon cua 6ng.”
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“O, ngay ca mot nha vat 1y vi dai cling mic phai sai [am don gian nhu
vay nhi.”

“Pinh kién la tht nguy hiém thé day. Vi vay t6i khong cho c6 biét truée
bat ky diéu gi. Nho vay méi thu dwgce nhitng thong tin vo cung khach quan
nhu thé nay.” Yukawa lai nhin xuéng ban bao cao. Utsumi da viét no.

“Vay, két qua thé nao? Cé ding la dap an do khong?”

Yukawa khong trd 16i ngay ma ti€p tuc nhin dam dam xudng to gidy,
gitta doi 16ng may han sau nép nhan.

“Pung la trong ta lanh van con mdy chai nwdc nhi.” Anh thap giong nhw
dang doc thoai.

“T6i cling thay hoi ky la ¢ diém d6. Phu nhan Ayane c6 néi luén chua y
dé nwdc dong chai khong hét. Vay ma ngay sau hom phu nhan vé nha bo
me dé lai chi con mot chai nwdc. Nhu vay la sao nhi?”

Yukawa khoanh tay, mat nham lai.

“Tién sinh.”

“Khong thé nao.”

“Sao?”

“Chuyén do, tuyét doi khong thé. Nhung ma...” Yukawa g& kinh, dau
ngon tay an vao déi mi mat. Anh cit thé ngéi yén bat dong.
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Ttr ga lidabashi leo 1én con dwong doc Kagurazaka, di qua Bishamonten r6i
ré trai ngay. Lai leo 1én mo6t con doc ditng la trong thay toa nha dich dén
nam & bén phai.

Kusanagi di vao tit ctta chinh. Twong bén trai gan mot loat bién tén van
phong. “Nha xuat ban Tanugi” nam & tang hai.

Co thang may nhung Kusanagi leo thang bg. Cau thang chat déng thung
cac-tong nén rat kho di chuyén. Tuy vi pham luat phong chay chita chay
nhuwng hom nay anh sé khong nhac nhé ho.

Ctra van phong dang m@ toang. Nhin vao trong, thay vai ngudi ngéi quay
vao ban lam viéc. Ni* nhan vién ngo6i vi tri ngoai cung nhan ra va tién lai
gan Kusanagi.

“Co viéc gi thé a?”

“Anh Sasaoka c6 ¢ day khong? Khi nay t6i c6 hen qua dién thoai.”

Ngay lic dé c6 giong nodi xen vao, “A, vang.” Mot nguoi dan 6ng map
map tho mat 1én tir bén kia chiéc ti dung tai liéu. C6 1é anh ta ngoi xom twr
ndy dén gio.

“Anh la Sasaoka a?”

“Vang. bung vay...” Anh ta m& ngan kéo chiéc ban bén canh, lay ra
danh thiép. “Vang. Anh vat va qua.”

Kusanagi cling 1ay danh thiép ra trao déi. Trén danh thi€p ctia nguoi kia
de “Nha xuat ban Tanugi, Giam doc dai dién, Sasaoka Kunio”.

“Lan dau tién to6i nhan dwgc danh thiép ctia cong an day. Sé la ky niém
tha vi.” Sasaoka lat mat sau tdm danh thi€p r6i budt miéng “6” mét tiéng.
“O day con ghi danh thiép gui anh Sasaoka. Ca ngdy thang cu thé nita. A a,
la dé phong viéc st dung cho muc dich xau.”

“Xin dirng lay lam khé chiu. Chi la théi quen théi.”

“Khong, can than nhw vay la tot ma. Vang... ta sé no6i chuyén ¢ day a?
Hay anh muén ra quan nugc?”
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“0 day ciing duoc.”

“Vay a.”

Sasaoka dan Kusanagi ra noi tiép khach bai tri don gian & géc van
phong.

“Xin 16i vi lam phién ldc anh ban ron.” Kusanagi ngoi xuéng chiéc ghé
sO0-pha boc da tong hgp mau den.

“Khong sao dau. Cho chung t6i khac nhitng cong ty 16n, ct thong tha
lam viéc thoi.” Sasaoka toét miéng twoi cuoi. Co vé khong phai la nguoi
xau.

“Nhu da trao doi qua dién thoai, t6i muon héi vé Tsukui Junko.”

Nu cuoi trén khuén maét Sasaoka vut tat.

“Nguoi dé do toi truc tiép phu trach. Nguwdi cé tai nhw thé, that dang
tiéc.”

“Anh c6 lam viéc l1au dai v&i co Tsukui khong?”

“Co thé ndi la khong 1au lam. Gan hai nam. Chuing t6i xuat ban duwgc hai
cubn sach.”

Sasaoka ditng day, 1y hai cu6n sach tranh tir ch6 ngoi ctiia minh.

“Chung day.”

T6i xin phép, Kusanagi néi roi nhan lay. Tén hai cuén sach tranh la
Nguoi tuyét ngd roi va Chuyén phiéu lwu cua cht ché dd Taro.

“Nguoi tuyét va ché da, cd dy thich 1ay cac nhan vat c6 tir ngay xwa lam
nhan vat chinh nhi. C6 ca tac pham st dung bip bé cau nang nita.”

“T6i biét cuoén do. Tén la Udc gi ngay mai troi dé muwa.”

Mashiba Yoshitaka da xem tac pham do6 va chon Tsukui Junko tao hinh
nhan vat cho phim hoat hinh tryc tuyén.

Sasaoka gat dau, dudi 1ong may huwéng xudng.

“Vao tay c6 Tsukui thi nhitng nhan vat quen mat ciing nhuv téa ra anh
sang mGi mé. That sy la mot tai nang dang tiéc.”

“Anh c6 nh@ nhitng chuyén ltac ¢6 Tsukui qua doi khong?”

“Tat nhién la nhé. Du sao thi ciing c6 thw dé lai gtti dich danh t6i ma.”
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“Vay a. Toi c6 nghe gia quyén ké la c6 ay dé lai di thv gii mot so
nguoi.”

Gia dinh Tsukui Junko & Hiroshima. Kusanagi da n6i chuyén v&i me cta
cO qua dién thoai. Ba cho biét, Tsukui Junko tiy sat bang thudc ngu tai
phong riéng, dé lai ba 14 thw & hién trvong. Tat ca déu g t&i nhitng nguoi
c6 lién quan dén cong viéc. Mot trong s6 do gii cho Sasaoka Kunio.

“N0i dung thw la 1oi xin 16i vi dot ngot bo lai cong viéc theo cach nhw
vay. Chac co dy ban long vi lic d6 t6i dang nho cdy lam tdc pham méi.”
Sasaoka nhan mat vé dau buén, c6 1é do nh¢ lai chuyén ngay ay.

“Trong thuw khong viét gi vé dong co ty sat a?”

“Vang. Chi c6 nhitng 10i xin 16i.”

Di thu cua Tsukui Junko khong chi cé vay. Ngay trude khi ty sat c6 con
gtti mot 14 thw cho nguwdi me. Poc n6 xong, me c6 qua bat ngd lién goi dién
cho con gai. Nhung khong thé n6i may nén ba voi vang bao cong an. Cong
an dia phwong nhan dwoc lién lac da chay dén chung cw va phat hién thi
thé.

L4 thw gwi me cling khong viét gi vé dong co ty sat. Trong d6 chi la
nhitng cau chit chat chita noi niém biét on me da sinh ra va nu6i minh khon
16n, ta 16i vi cw x&¥ nhw vay vGi mang song quy gia ay.

O dau mdy bén kia, ngudi me khéc vi cudi cling van khong hiéu chuyén
gi da xdy ra. Du hai nam tr6i qua nhung dwong nhw néi dau buén vi mat
con khong hé voi bét.

“Anh Sasaoka, anh c6 nghi ra diéu gi vé viéc c6 Tsukui Junko ty sat
khong?”

Sasaoka bam méi, lac dau truéc cau héi ctia Kusanagi.

“Luc do6 cong an cling héi nhung t6i hoan toan khong biét gi. Toi cé gap
Junko khodng hai tuan trueéc khi c6 ay ty sat nhung khong gon chiat cam
gidc nao la co ay sé lam thé. Cling c6 thé do t6i qua thiéu nhay cam.”

Khong phdi do Sasaoka thiéu nhay cam. Kusanagi da gap nhitng nguoi
nhan dwgc hai di thwe con lai, ho déu néi twong tu.
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“Anh biét viéc c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng co6 Tsukui tirng hen ho khong?”
Kusanagi déi cau hoi.

“T6i c6 nghe néi. Nhung khong biét do 1a ai, & dau. Thoi dai bay gio, hoi
linh tinh vé nhitng chuyén do c6 thé bi 1én an la qudy roi tinh duc.” Sasaoka
dap mot cach nghiém tuc.

“Vay anh c6 biét nhan vat nao than thiét véi c6 dy ngoai nguwdi do
khong? Nguoi quen hodc ban than la phu nit cling dugc.”

Sasaoka khoanh doi canh tay ngan va map map, xoay co.

“Ngay dy toi cling nhan dugc cau hoi kiéu d6 nhung chang nghi dugc gi.
Ciing c6 thé noi do la mot nguwdi yéu sy co doc. Toi nghi, cé 1é cod ay chi
can miét mai vé tranh trong phong riéng ciing du hanh phtc, c6 khi khong
mdy mdn ma vdi viéc gap g& nguoi khac. Vi thé, khi biét c6 ai d6 nhu la
nguoi yéu cua co ay, toi cdm thay kha ngac nhién.”

Gibng Mashiba Ayane, Kusanagi tham nghi. Tuy c6 trg ly Wakayama
Hiromi hay ngudi ban tir thwd bé cung di su6i nwéc nong khi vé nha nhung
vé co ban la séng cudc doi co ddc. Cudc song cia cb chi la ngoi trén ghé
so-pha trong can phong khach rong va khau khau ghép vai ca ngay.

Co thé két ludn la Mashiba Yoshitaka thich kiéu phu nir nhw vdy khéng?
Anh nghi.

Khong...

Hoi khdc mét chit, Kusanagi can nhac. Anh nh¢ lai nhitng gi Ikai
Tatsuhiko da noi.

Cau ay khong danh gia cao diém ay. C6 vé cau ay cho rang mot nguoi
phu nit khong sinh con dwgc thi ngoi trén ghé cling chi giong nhw vat trang
tri veéng viu.

Mashiba Yoshitaka chon nhitng ngudi phu nit c6 doc la vi chi coi ho nhw
cong cu sinh con. Rt c6 thé anh ta con nghi cong cu thi khong can phai
kém theo nhitng moi quan hé phién phiic.

“Xin hdi,” Sasaoka lén tiéng. “Tai sao bay gi0 cac anh lai diéu tra vé
viéc c0 dy tu sat vay? Tuy dong co khong ro rang nhung c6 vé ho khong
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tién hanh diéu tra dac biét vi khong c6 tinh chat cia mot vu an mang.”

“Khong phai vi c6 nghi van trong viéc tuy sat hay khong. T6i dang diéu
tra mot vu an khac, xuat hién tén c6 Tsukui nén muon xac minh thoi.”

“Ra la vay.”

Sasaoka c6 vé to mo muon biét anh dang diéu tra vu an nao. Kusanagi
lién quyét dinh két thiic cudc n6i chuyén.

“Xin 16i da lam phién khi anh dang lam viéc. T6i xin phép.”

“Nhu vay la xong a? Chét that, toi quén khong mang tra ra.”

“Khong sao. Cam on anh. Cé diéu, t6i muwgn ching duge chié?” Anh gio
1én hai cudn sach tranh.

“Xin moi. Tang anh day.”

“Vay c6 duoc khong?”

“Vang. C6 dé do thi r6i ching ciing bi cat vun théi.”

“Thé a. Vay cdm on anh nhé.”

Kusanagi ditng day, di vé phia ctta ra vao. Sasaoka buwdc theo sau.

“Nhung ldc ay t6i ngac nhién lam. Nghe tin c6 dy qua doi, toi khong hé
nghi la ty sat dau. Sau khi biét viéc ty sat ciing vay, cac dong nghiép dwa ra
nhiéu gia thiét lam. C6 tén con noi, hay la c6 ay bi giét? Tuy la an néi hé do
nhung uéng thit dé dé chét thi ciing la that.”

Kusanagi dirng chan, nhin cham cham khuon mat tron tria ctia Sasaoka.

“Tht d6?”

“Vang, chat doc ay.”

“Khong phai thuéc ngu a?”

Sasaoka ha hoc miéng, xua tay pht nhan.

“Khong phai, o, anh khong biét a? La arsen.”

“Arsen?” Kusanagi giat minh.

“Thay bao n6 dugc dung trong vu kinh dién, vu ca ri & Wakayama.”

“Thach tin ay a?”

“A, ding la chat doc c6 tén dai loai nhw vay.”
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Tim anh dap manh lén. “T6i xin phép,” Kusanagi ndi r6i chay xuéng cau
thang.

Goi dién cho Kishitani bang may di dong, anh ra 1énh cau ta khan truong
lay tir cong an quan cac tai liéu lién quan dén vu ty sat cia Tsukui Junko.

“Rot cuodc la c6 chuyén gi? Kusanagi, anh van ban tam dén tac gia sach
tranh do a?”

“Viéc nay thi doi trudng cling sé chap nhan théi. Pirng phan nan nita,
lam theo 101 toi di.”

Anh tat may r6i vay chiéc taxi dang lai gan. Kusanagi bao lai xe dwa
minh dén cong an Meguro.

DPa nhiéu ngay tr6i qua tir sau vu an, viéc diéu tra hoan toan khong c6 tién
trién. Khong xac dinh dwgc phuwong thitc ha doc da la ca mot van dé, va
mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan la diéu tra cho nao cling khong tim dugc
nhan vat c6 dong co sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka. Nguwoi duy nhat c6 dong co
la Ayane nhung chitng ct ngoai pham ctia c6 rat hoan hao.

Kusanagi néu y kién véi Mamiya, cho rang vao ngay xady ra vu an, nhat
dinh c6 nguwoi da dén nha gia dinh Mashiba. Hon nita con xin phép duoc
diéu tra vé ngudi yéu cili cia Mashiba Yoshitaka la Tsukui Junko.

“Chang phai nguwdi phu nit dé6 da mat réi sao?” Mamiya néi.

“Chinh vi thé t6i mégi dé y.” Kusanagi dap. “Néu nguyén nhan ty sat nam
& Mashiba Yoshitaka thi nhiéu kha nang quanh Tsukui Junko sé c6 ngudi
cam han Mashiba.”

“Phuc thu dy a? Nhung ma, viéc ty sat la tir hai nam tredc ding khong?
Tai sao khong ra tay s6m hon?”

“Chuyén do thi toi khong rd. Cling c6 thé nguoi dé tinh toan, néu khong
chd mot thoi gian r6i méi phuc thu thi cé thé bi lién hé dén viéc Tsukui
Junko tu sat.”
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“Néu suy luan do6 chinh xac thi thu pham la mot nguwdi vo cung coé chap
ddy. Bé&i vi ho da s6ng suot hai nam ma khéng quén dwgc moi han.”

Mamiya t6 ra ban tin ban nghi nhwng van chap thuén cho anh diéu tra vé
Tsukui Junko.

Vi thé ma tit hom qua, Kusanagi hét goi dién thoai cho cha me Tsukui
Junko lai gap g& nguwoi nhan dugc di thw dé tap hgp théng tin chi tiét.
Thoéng tin lién lac véi gia dinh la do nguwdi phu trach cuon “Udc gi ngay
mai troi do mwa” cung cap.

Nhung cho dén lic nay, chwa thdy ai nhdac dén chuyén Mashiba
Yoshitaka c6 lién quan dén viéc ty sat. Khéng nhitng vay, ngay ca viéc c6
ay tirng hen ho vd&i Mashiba ciing khong ai biét.

Theo 10i ké cia ba me thi khong hé phat hién dau vét cho thay c6 dan
ong ra vao can phong ctia Tsukui Junko. Vi thé ma bay gid ba van nghi that
tinh khong phai la nguyén nhan ty sat.

Lan dau tién c6 nguwoi thdy bong dang Mashiba va Tsukui Junko & tiém
hong tra la khodng ba nam vé tredc. Mot nam sau Junko ty sat, néu lic doé
c0 vita chia tay v&i Mashiba thi hoan toan logic.

Gia st viéc chia tay Mashiba la nguyén nhan tu sét di nita, néu khong co
ai biét diéu do thi nhan vat thu han anh ta ciing khong ton tai. Cudc diéu tra
mat cong xin phép Mamiya méi dugc tién hanh dang sém lam vao bé tac.

Dbung ldc ay thi anh nghe dugc cau chuyén chat doc.

Neéu lay tai liéu tir don vi phu trach vu ty sat caa Tsukui Junko treéc day
thi anh da nhan ra sém hon. Vi ngay tir dau da goi dién dén nha cha me nan
nhan, nghe ba me ké noi dung chi tiét nhwng khong day di ma anh bo qua
trinh tw co ban. Anh cha quan cho rang, néu vu viéc dugc két luan la tu sat
thi & cong an quan chac sé khong c6 thong tin dang chu y.

Tuy vdy, thong tin vé thach tin thi...

Tat nhién, c6 kha nang dé chi la s ngau nhién. Sau vu an bo doc vao ca
ri & Wakayama, thong tin thach tin la chat kich doc tré nén pho bién trong
xa hoi. Pwong nhién s6 nguwdi nghi tGi viéc dung n6 dé tuw sat hoac ha sat
nguoi khac ciling tang lén.
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Co diéu, viéc bi giét bang chat doc giong nhu ngudi yéu cili da st dung
dé ty sat, néu la ngau nhién thi that kho tin. Phai chang sé hgp 1y hon néu
cho rang c6 su chu dinh cta ai d6?

Dang suy nghi vé chuyén nay thi dién thoai di dong bao c6 cudc goi dén.
Trén man hinh tinh thé hién thi tén ctia Yukawa.

“Sao vay? Tw bao gi0 cau lai thich goi dién giong ni sinh trung hoc
thé?”

“Co6 viéc mubn no6i nén chang con cach nao khac. Hom nay cé gap nhau
¢ dau dugc khong?”

“Khong phai la khong gap dwgc nhung c6 viéc gi? Cau biét tht doan ha
doc roi a?”

“Bdao la da biét thi khong chinh xac lam. Chwa dwgc chitng minh nhung
da tim ra phuwong phap thuwe hién, cé thé noi la thé.”

Tén nay vdan dn ndi quanh co nhw moi khi, Kusanagi buc bdi nghi nhung
ban tay lai siét chat chiéc dién thoai. Thuong thi Yukawa da tim ra dap an
néu an noi kiéu nay.

“Cau cho Utsumi biét chwa?”

“Chwa néi gi hét. Nhan tién néi ludn, thoi diém nay toi cling khong muodn
cho cau biét. Vi thé, néu tuwéng cé thé biét vé nd roi dén gap t6i thi chi that
vong thoi.”

“Vay la sao chit? Thé thi viéc cau muon néi la gi nao?”

“Yéu cau vé viéc diéu tra sap tdi. T6i mudn xac nhan xem cé da diéu
kién dé thuc hién tha doan d6 hay khong.”

“Ttc 1a cau khong chiu néi vé tha doan ma chi muén c6 duwge théng tin
tir t6i a? Chac cau cling biét, cho ngwdi ngoai biét vé thong tin diéu tra von
la diéu cam ki.”

Yukawa dap sau vai giday im lang.

“T6i khong ngd la dén lic nay con nghe duwgc nhitng 16i d6 tir cau. Ma
thoi, sao cling dwgc. Chwa thé noi ra thu doan la vi t6i c6 1y do. T6i mudn
gdp roi méi giai thich.”
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“Cau c6 lam qua khong day? To6i dén cong an Meguro mot lic. Sau do sé
qua treong dai hoc. Chac 1a khodng 8 gio day.”

“Pén noi thi goi dién cho t6i. Co 1€ tdi khong cd & phdong nghién ciru
dau.”

“Hiéu r6i.”

Sau khi ngat may, Kusanagi nhan ra anh da bat dau cang thang.

Thu doan ha doc ma Yukawa nghi ra r6t cudc la gi? Tat nhién, Kusanagi
khong nghi minh c6 thé ty doan ra vao lic nay. Biéu anh lo lang la vi tri
ctia Ayane sé thé nao khi gidi thich dwgc tha doan do.

Néu thu doan ma Yukawa nghi ra lam sup do btic twong chirng cit ngogi
pham vitng chdc cta cé ay thi...

Khéng con duong dé chay trén niva, Kusanagi tham nghi. Khong phai
cua Ayane. Con dvong thoat than caa chinh anh sé bi déng lai. Sau do, anh
bat budc phai huéng sy nghi ngd vao co.

ROt cudc thi Yukawa dinh khéi ddu cdu chuyén nao ddy? Cho dén gio
anh van néng long dogi thoi diém dé nhung hom nay thi khac. Hoi thé cia
anh dan tré nén kho nhoc.

Trong phong hop ctia cong an Meguro, Kishitani dang cam trén tay nhitng
t0 gidy fax. D6 la bao cédo lién quan dén vu tu sat caa Tsukui Junko do cong
an quan gwi dén. Bén canh cdu ta con c6 Mamiya.

“T6i biét anh nham vao dau roi. La chat doc ding khong?” Kishitani chia
to gidy ra.

Kusanagi Iwét nhanh trén ban bdo cdo. Theo dé, Tsukui Junko da chét
trén giwong tai nha riéng. Trén chi€c ban bén canh c6 dat mot coc nuwdc da
voi mot nita va mot tdi ni-long chita bot mau trang. Chat bot mau trang dé
la arsen trioxide, van dugc goi la thach tin.

“Khong thay viét gi vé cach thitc nan nhan c6 dugc né nhi. Vay la khong
o rang a?” Kusanagi lam bam.
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“Chac la ho khong diéu tra sdu dén mitc d6 dau,” Mamiya n6i. “Nhin thé
nao cting khong thay dau hiéu hinh sy. Cong an quan dau ranh rang dén
mutc di diéu tra xudt x& ctia thit khong t&i noi khé mua nhw thach tin.”

“Du sao thi viéc 6 nguwoi yéu cii ti sat bang thach tin cling dang quan
tam day. Anh Kusanagi gidi qua con gi.” Giong Kishitani hao hitng.

“Khong biét cong an con gitt cho thach tin d6 khong nhi?” Kusanagi noi.

“Pa xac nhan roi. Dang tiéc la khong con. Hai nam r6i ma.” Mamiya t6
vé tiéc nudi.

Néu con sét lai thi c6 thé xac nhan né cé giong loai dugc dung trong vu
an nay hay khong.

“Nhung ma, hinh nhv ho khong gidi thich cho gia dinh vé chat doc.”
Kusanagi t6 vé kho hiéu.

“Y anh 1a sao?”

“Me cua Tsukui Junko ndi c6 ay tw sat bang thudc nga. Téi ci¥ ban khoan
tai sao lai thé.”

“Biét dau chi 1a hiéu nham th6i?”

“Cling c6 thé.”

Nhung trong long anh van nghi ngd, Liéu ngudi me cé thé nham lan vé
chdt déc ma con gdi minh dd dung dé tu sat hay khong?

“Utsumi c6 noéi thé nay, dén gio, tuy chi tirng chit mot nhung viéc diéu
tra bat dau co tién trién roi.”

Nghe Kishitani néi, Kusanagi ngang mat 1én.

“Utsumi noi gi ca?”

“Tu cho thay gido Galileo vé, c6 vé da hoc duwgc kién thitc nao do.”
Mamiya dap. “Co ta bado, bay gio thit xét nghiém triét dé mot lan thiét bi
loc nwéc gan & duwong 6ng nha Mashiba xem. Goi la gi nhi, tén co s& d6?”

“SPring-8.” Kishitani noi.

“Pung ro6i, la cho dé. Tién sinh Yukawa néi hdy lam xét nghiém & do, ké
ca c6 phdi nho va. Utsumi gio dang chay don chay dao bén van phong
chinh pha dé lo tha tuc.”
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SPring-8 la trung tam nghién cttu phong xa 16n nhat thé gidi nam & tinh
Hyogo. Do & dé c6 thé phan tich thanh phan du dir liéu xét nghiém la vo
cung nho nén dugce tan dung dé phuc vu diéu tra t6i pham tir mua thu nam
1998. Khi xady ra vu an bo dbc vao ca ri, noi nay cling dugc st dung dé
phuc vu cong tac giam dinh va sy hitu hiéu khi dy da gay nhiéu chu y.

“Vay la Yukawa cho rang chat doc dugc dat vao thiét bi loc nuwéc a?”

“Theo nhitng gi Utsumi nai thi c6 vé nhv vay.”

“Nhung tén d6 chac chan la chwa tim thay cach thyc hién...” Pang néi
d¢d thi anh giat minh.

“Sao vay?”

“Khong, thye ra thi 1at nita t6i sé gap tén dy. Nghe han noi thi cé vé da
giai thich dwgc thu doan, khong biét d6 c6 phai la phwong thivc bo chat doc
vao thiét bi loc nwéc hay khong...”

Mamiya gat dau.

“Utsumi cling néi diéu twong ty. C6 vé tién sinh da giai dugc bi an roi
nhing khong chiu giai thich phan quan trong nhat, van nhw moi khi nhi,
thay gido do tuy thong minh nhuwng tinh cach ky quac that.”

“Co vé cting khong dinh cho t6i biét vé thu doan dé dau.”

Mamiya cudi kho.

“Thoi cling danh. Pang nao cau dy ciing hop tac du chang dwoc gi. Du
sao thay gido da goi cau dén thi sé c6 16i khuyén nao d6 hiéu qua. bén do
nghe cho ky vao.”

Kusanagi dén treong dai hoc thi da hon 8 gio. Anh goi dién cho Yukawa
nhung khong két ndi dwgc. BAm mdy lan ntta, sau vai hoi chudng thi
Yukawa bat may.

“Xin 16i nhé. T6i khong dé y dién thoai.”

“Gio0 cau ¢ dau? Phong nghién ctru a?”

“Khong, ¢ phong thé chat. Cau van nhé vi tri chi?”
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“Puwong nhién ro6i.”

Anh ngat may r6i di vé phia nha thé chat. Di qua cong chinh roi ré tréi la
dén toa nha mau tro c6 mai hinh vom. Thoi sinh vién, Kusanagi dén day
nhiéu hon han so véi khu hoc dwong. Anh ciing da gap Yukawa & do. Lic
ay ca hai van con gay. Gio thi ngwoi duy tri dugc voc dang chi cé Yukawa.

bi veé phia san tap, anh thidy mot thanh nién trong trang phuc tap luyén,
cam vot danh cau 16ng. Trong thdy Kusanagi, anh ta cudi dau chao.

Trén san, Yukawa ng6i dé va dang khoac 1én minh chiéc do cia Wind
Breaker. Lu6i van cang giita san. Chac cau ta vira tap luyén xong.

“T6i van nghi gido su c6 nhiéu ngwdi song lau, gio mai hiéu ly do. Vi ho
c6 thé st dung co s& vat chat cda treong nhw mot phong tap gym mién phi
chuyéen dung cho minh.”

Sac mat Yukawa khong hé thay doi tridc giong giéu cgt ctia Kusanagi.

“Bao chuyén dung cho ban than la nham r6i. T6i nghiém tac dat cho dé
dung day. Véi lai, khao sat vé viéc song tho ctia gido su cling c6 van deé.
Von di, dé trd thanh gido sw phdi mat nhiéu thoi gian va cong sitc. C6 nghia
la néu khong da khoe manh dé song lau thi khong thé thanh gido suw dugc.
Cau nham két qua vGi nguyén nhan roi.”

Kusanagi ho khan, khoanh tay lai va nhin xuéng Yukawa.

“Chuyén muon noi la gi?”

“A, tir tir cling duge ma. Cai ndy thi sao? Ching may khi.” Yukawa véi
lay cdp vot cau 16ng, chia mot cai vé phia Kusanagi.

“T6i khong dén dé choi cai nay dau nhé.”

“Cau ma miét mai dén mirc bao tiéc thoi gian thi 16n chuyén day. Toi
dinh néi tir tredc ro6i, may nam gan day, hong cta cau du cé noéi giam di thi
cling phéi tang dén 9 centimet. Chi chay di chay lai tham van thi khong
hiéu qua gi cho viéc gitt dang dau.”

“Cau day do t6i day a.” Kusanagi cdi 4o khoac, cam ldy cay vogt dang
chia trwdc mat.
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Lau lam anh md&i doi mat véi Yukawa qua tam lwéi. Cam gidc khoang
hai muwoi nam vé treede bong tré lai song dong.

Nhung do nhay cdm dé xtr ly qua cau 16ng bang vot thi khong quay lai
ngay 1ap ticc. Tham chi anh con thay r6 sy giam sut thé lwc. Yukawa noi
ding, chi vén ven muwoi phit la anh thd gdp va chan khong nhic nhich
duoc nita.

Nham vao khodng khéng va nhdy dap thanh cong, Kusanagi ng6i thup
xuong.

“Chac t6i gia roi. Néu la vat tay thi t6i khong thua dau, ké ca véi hoi
tré.”

“MAy tro nhu vat tay cha yéu dung co nhanh thi néu c6 suy yéu do tudi
tac, chi can rén luyén mot chat 1a ngon ngay. Nhwng nhitng moén can co
cham dé duy tri sttc bén thi rat 1du m@i lam dwgc nhu trede. Chitc nang tim
phoi cling vay. T6i xin goi y la cau nén c6 gang luyén tap nhe nhang va déu
dan.”

Yukawa h& hitng noéi, nhip thd khong hé bi r6i loan. Tén nay diing la
qudi vdt, Kusanagi tham nghi.

Hai nguwdi ngoi canh nhau, lwng dwa vao twong. Yukawa lay binh nwéc
ra, rot chat long bén trong vao nap roi dua né cho Kusanagi. Anh nhép tht,
dé la nwéc udng thé thao. B6 uéng da dugce lam lanh.

“Thé nay c& nhw quay lai thoi sinh vién dy nhi. Chi cé trinh do cta t6i 1a
té di nhiéu.”

“Néu khong duy tri thi k¥ thuat cling gidam sut cung vdi thé lwc. Toi duy
tri nhung cau thi khong. C6 thé thoi.”

“Cau an ui t6i day a?”

“Khong. Sao t6i phai an ui cau cha?”

Thay Yukawa lam ra vé ngac nhién, Kusanagi cuoi khd. Anh trd nap
binh cho Yukawa roi tré lai vé nghiém ttc.

“Chat doc nam trong thiét bi loc nwéc, ding khong?”
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“U,” Yukawa git dau. “Tdi ciing néi trén dién thoai roi ddy, chwa chitng
thue duwge. Nhung chac toi khong sai.”

“V1i thé cau maGi bdo Utsumi xét nghiém thiét bi loc nwéc & SPring-8 a?”

“T6i c6 dugc 4 thiét bi loc nwdc giong nhw thé va da tién hanh thyc
nghiém, dat mot it thach tin vao va rita bang nuwéc vai lan xem sau dé c6 thé
phat hién thanh phan hay khong. Lam & trwong nay thi c6 phwong phéap
phan tich st dung plasma cao tan cam &ng.”

“Cao tan cam @ng... la cai gi thé?”

“Cau khong hiéu cling dugc. Chi can biét dé la phwong phap phan tich
vO cung tién tién. Sau khi thi nghiém trén bon thiét bi loc nuwéc, tim thay
arsen & hai cai, hai cai con lai khong cho ra két qua ro rang. Vat liéu duoc
dung cho thiét bi loc nwdc dy c6 phi mot 16p ma dac biét, du la cac hat siéu
nho cling cuc ky kh6é bam dinh. Hon nita, sau khi trao déi v6i Utsumi, t6i
biét ho da st dung phuwong phap pho hap thu nguyén tir dé giam dinh thiét
bi loc nwéc nha Mashiba. Phwong phap dé thi do nhay it nhiéu sé kém hon
cach cta toi. Vi vay t6i méi bdo cd ay mang ching dén SPring-8.”

“Pén mc do thi chac cau hoan toan tw tin roi.”

“Khong thé noi tuyét doi. Nhuwng t6i chi nghi dugc dén thé.”

“Vay r6t cudc lam thé nao dé cho chat doc vao? T6i nghe Utsumi néi la
khong thé lam duwgc nén danh tir bé co ma?”

Yukawa im lang tredc cau hdi cia Kusanagi. Hai tay anh nam chat khan
lau.

“D6 la thu doan gy an a? Tidc la khong thé néi cho toi biét ding
khong?”

“T6i cling bao v6i Utsumi r6i, khong thé gieo dinh kién vao dau cac cau
duoc.”

“Chuing t6i c6 mang dinh kién hay khong thi c6 gi lién quan dén tha
doan gay an chi?”

“Rat lién quan day.” Yukawa huéng vé phia Kusanagi. “Néu thti doan ma
toi nghi ra c6 thé tién hanh trong thuc té thi rat c6 kha nang dau vét con luu
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¢ dau dé. Mang thiét bi loc nwéc dén SPring-8 ciling nham tim ra dau vét
ay. Tuy nhién, néu khong tim thay vét tich cling khong c6 nghia la tha thuat
dé khong dugce sit dung. D6 1a mot thu thuat dac biét nhw thé day.”

“Roi, thé thi sao?”

“Gia st thoi diém hién tai to6i da cho cac cau biét vé ndi dung cta thu
thudt. Néu phat hién dau vét thi tot r6i. Nhung trong truong hgp khong tim
thdy thi sao day? Lic do6 cac cau co thé thiét 1ap lai tw duy khong? Chang
phai cac cdu van sé tran tré vé tha thuat dé a?”

“Thé thi... c6 thé sé nhuw vay. Béi vi ciing khong c6 can ctt cho thay thu
thuat do khong dugc st dung nhi.”

“Po la viéc ca nhan t6i khé 1ong chap nhan.”

“Y cau 1a sao?”

“Nghia la t6i kh6ng muon tap trung nghi ngd vao mét nhan vat cu thé ma
khong cé chitng ct. Béi vi, thue hién dwgc tha thuat nay, trén thé gian chi
c6 mot ngwoi duy nhat.”

Kusanagi nhin thang vao d6i mat Yukawa phia sau cdp kinh.

“Phu nhan Mashiba a?”

Yukawa cham rai chdp mat. C6 vé anh dang khang dinh.

Phu, Kusanagi thé hat ra.

“Sao cling dwgc. T6i thi tiép tuc diéu tra kiéu chinh dién thoi. Cudi cung
cling tim dwgc céi c6 vé la manh moi.”

“Manh moi a?”

“Tim dwgc nguoi yéu cli cia Mashiba Yoshitaka r6i. Hon nita con c6
diém twong dong vdi vu an lan nay.”

Kusanagi ké lai chuyén Tsukui Junko ty sat bang cach uong thach tin.
Anh biét Yukawa khong phai kiéu ngudi wa dong dai.

“Thé a, hai nam tredc lai c6 chuyén nhw vay...”

Anh mit Yukawa tré nén xa xam.

“Cau thi c6 tha thuat d6 va dwong nhu rat ty tin nhung t6i khong nghi
hwéng di ctia minh la nham lan. Vu an lan nay khong don gian chi la nguai
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vQ tirc gian vi bi chéng phan bdi roi tra thu. T6i van nghi né dinh dang dén
chuyén gi do6 phtc tap hon thé.”

Nghe vay, Yukawa lién nhin vao mat Kusanagi r6i bat ngd nhoén miéng
CU0i.

“Sao chit, kho chiu thé nhi. T6i n6i gi khong ding a?”

“Khong dau. Toi chi nghi, nhw vay thi co6 khi to6i khong can mat cong goi
cau dén day.”

Thay Kusanagi nhiu may vi khong hiéu minh vira néi gi, Yukawa tiép tuc
gat gu.

“Y t6i chinh x4c 1a diéu cau vira n6i. Goc ré clia vu 4n nay sau xa dén bat
ngo. Khong chi l1a chuyén trwdc va sau vu an, can quay nguoc lai qua khi
triedc kia va diéu tra tat ca moi viéc. Toi dac biét hitng thu véi chuyén cau
vira ké. Trong do6 cé nhac dén thach tin nita nhi.”

“T6i khong hiéu. Cau van nghi ngg phu nhan Mashiba ding khong? Vay
ma cau van cho la chuyén qua khi quan trong a?”

“Quan trong chit. Vo6 cung quan trong.” Yukawa cam ldy vot va tdi thé
thao ro6i ditng day. “To6i thady nguwdi lanh roi. Vé thoi.”

Hai ngudi boé nha thé chat lai phia sau. Yukawa dirng lai bén cong chinh.

“T6i sé quay lai phong nghién cttu, cau thi sao? Ubng ca phé khong?”

“Van con chuyén mu6n néi a?”

“Khong, tir phia toi thi khéng.”

“Vay thi xin phép nhé. T6i vé co quan day, co6 viéc can lam.”

“Hiéu roi.” Yukawa quay got.

“Yukawa,” Kusanagi goi anh lai. “Co dy da gwti cho ngwdi cha mot chiéc
ao khoac kiéu khau ghép vai c6 may thém miéng dém cho phan hong. La vi
nghi dén kha nang 6ng cu bi nga néu trwgt chan trén tuyét.”

Yukawa quay dau lai. “Thé thi sao?”

“Co ay khong phai kiéu nguwdi hanh dong khinh suat. D6 1a ngudi c6 thé
xac nhan vGi chinh minh mot viéc nao do la nén hay khong truéce khi hanh
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dong. T6i cho rang, mot ngudi nhw vay sé khong dén mitc ra tay giét nguoi
chi véi ly do bi chong phan boi.”

“Truc gidc cua canh sat hinh sy day a?”

“T6i dang n6i vé an twgng cua minh. Nhung chdc ciu ciling giong
Utsumi, cho rang t6i c6 tinh cam dac biét danh cho phu nhan Mashiba
nhi?”

Yukawa thoang cup mat r6i lai nhin Kusanagi.

“C6 tinh cam dac biét cting dau c6 sao. Toi tin cau khong phai l1a ké yéu
du6i vi tinh cdm ma bé cong nguyén tac cia mot canh sat hinh si. Con mot
diéu nita,” anh gio ngén tay tré 1én roi tiép tuc noéi. “Piéu ciu vira néi cé
thé dung day. Co ta khong phai ké ngu ng6c.”

“Cau van nghi ngo co dy a?”

Nhung Yukawa khong tra 10, chi gio mot tay 1én chao réi quay lung
buéc di.
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Kusanagi hit mot hoi that sau r6i bam chudng cira.

Vira nhin tdm bién dé Anzu House, anh vira ti héi vi sao minh lai cang
thang nhu vay.

Canh ctra m& ra du khong cé hoi dap trén loa ngoai. Khuon mat véi lan
da trang cua Ayane xudt hién. Co6 nhin Kusanagi bang anh mat diu dang
nhw mot ngwdi me quan tdm dén con trai cda minh.

“Anh dung gio that.” Co noi.

“A, thé a.” Kusanagi nhin xuéng dong ho deo tay. Vira ding 2 gio chiéu.
Trwdc do anh da goi dién va bao la minh muon dén tham vao tam thoi gian
nay.

Xin moi, c6 m6 to canh ctta moi anh vao nha.

Lan truéc Kusanagi dén day la lic yéu cau Wakayama Hiromi cung di dé
phuc vu diéu tra. Tuy hém d6 khong thé quan sat k§ nhwng anh cam thay
bén trong can phong hom nay c6 hoi khac. Ban thao tac hay ndi thit van
nhv vay nhung c6 vé kém ruc rd hon.

Ngb6i xuong chiéc ghé dwgc moi, anh ngdm nghia xung quanh. Ayane
vira rot tra trong am vao coc vira cwoi kho.

“Can phong trong hoan toan vo6 vi ding khong? Mot lan nira t6i lai nhan
ra do cia Hiromi dé ¢ day nhiéu dén bat ngo.”

Kusanagi im lang gat dau.

Hinh nhv Wakayama Hiromi c6 néi vdi anh la muén cha dong xin nghi.
Kusanagi thdy ciing dé hiéu khi nghe diéu d6. Phu nit binh thwong sé lam
vay khi chuyén ngoai tinh v&i Mashiba Yoshitaka da ro rang.

Ayane roi khoi khach san va ¢ lai can phong nay t* hom qua. Co vé co
khong muon séng & nha riéng. Kusanagi hiéu dugc cam giac dé.

Ayane dat cOc tra tredc mat Kusanagi. “Phién c¢6 qud,” anh néi.

“Sang nay t6i da vé qua nha.” Ayane ng6i vao cho déi dién vdi
Kusanagi.
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“Nha riéng ay a?”

CoO dat ngon tay 1én miéng coc, cam hai cti xudng.

“Pé twdi nudc cho hoa. Ching héo rii ca réi.” Kusanagi nhan mat.

“Xin 16i. T6i gitt chia khéa ma khong c6 thoi gian di twdi cay...”

Ayane v0i vang xua tay.

“Khong sao dau. bung ra toi cling that qua dang khi nho anh Kusanagi
viéc dy. To6i n6i vay khong phdi c6 y trach moc dau, xin dirng ban tam.”

“T6i quén khudy di mat. T gio toi sé dé y.”

“Khong, that sy la khong sao dau. Toi dinh tir nay sé vé twgi cdy moi
ngay ma.”

“Thé a. Xin 16i vi chang giip dugc gi cho c6. Vay toi cling nén tra lai
chia khoa nha nhi.”

Ayane nghiéng dau vé ban khoan réi nhin vao mat Kusanagi.

“Phia cong an khong can diéu tra thém & nha toi nira a?”

“Khong, chwa c6 gi can xem xét.”

“Vay thi anh ctt gitt né di. Bén lic phdi diéu tra thi khéng can t6i dén
cling dugc.”

“T6i hiéu réi. Vay t6i nhan trach nhiém gitt n6.” Kusanagi vo vao nguc
trai. Bén trong tui do nguc la chia khoa nha Mashiba.

“Phai r6i, binh twgi cay dé la cua anh Kusanagi a?”

Kusanagi dang dwa coc tra 1én miéng, nghe Ayane hoi lién dap ban tay
con lai lén tran.

“T6i biét cai lon rong duc 16 ma c6 van dung ciing khong té nhung c6 1€
binh twdi van hiéu qua hon chang... T6i lai lam viéc dw thira r6i.”

Ayane mim cudi lac dau.

“T6i khong biét lai c6 binh twéi to nhw vay. Toi dung thir roi va thay rat
tién, dén mitc nghi néu minh lam nhw vay tr sém phai hon khong. Cam on
anh.”

“Co0 noi vay thi toi yén tam roi. Toi ct lo lang vi 6 chac han rat yéu quy
cai lon rong ay.”
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“T6i dau dén mic yéu quy do vat nhw thé. Anh bo n6 di roi a?”

“A... khong dugc a?”

“Khong sao dau. Ba lam phién anh r6i.”

Ayane cudi va cui dau cdm on, ding lic dy dién thoai dat trén ké do
chudng. “Xin chd mdt chit,” co noi roi ditng day, nhac may.

“Vang, Anzu House xin nghe... A, c6 Oota... Sao?... Vang... A, thé a.”

Ayane van cwoi nhung Kusanagi nhan thdy hai ma c6 hoi cing lai. Khi
sap dap may, biéu cam do6 hoan toan bién mat.

“Xin 16i anh nhé,” Ayane lai ng6i xudng ghé.

“Co6 chuyén gi a?” Kusanagi héi. Khée mat Ayane dé 10 vé buon ba.

“La hoc vién 16p khau ghép vai. Gia dinh c6 viéc nén co dy khong thé
theo hoc dugc nita. D6 la ngudi da hoc & day suot hon ba nam.”

“Vay a. bang la phu ni* ndi trg mudn hoc gi ciing kh6 nhi.” Ayane nhe
nhang dap.

“Tt hém qua, lién tuc c6 dién thoai xin nghi hoc. C6 ay la nguoi thi
nam.”

“Do anh hwdng cua vu an a?”

“T6i nghi do cling la nguyén nhan, nhung c6 1é chu yéu vi Hiromi nghi
day. Mot nam nay Hiromi van 1én 16p gitp t6i, thuwc chat moi nguwoi nhw
hoc tro cuaa c6 ay vay.”

“Ttc la thay nghi nén minh cfing nghi theo a?”

“T6i nghi ho khong doan két dén thé nhung cé thé cam nhan dwoc bau
khong khi cé vé xau di, ding khong? Phu nit rat nhay cdm vd&i hoan canh
nhuv vay.”

“Vang...”

Kusanagi dap mot cach khong rd rang béi doi v6i anh viéc nay that kho
hiéu. Chang phai ho dén 16p vi muon hoc ky thuat ciia Ayane hay sao? Gio
sé dwoc Ayane truc ti€p gidng day, cac hoc tro phai vui mirtng mdéi ding
cha?
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Co dy hdn sé hiéu dwgc cam gidc cua ho, trong dau anh hién 1én khuon
madt Utsumi Kaoru.

“Chac sap t6i sé cé théem ngudi muon bé hoc. Viéc thé nay c6 thé sé
giong nhw phan tng day chuyén phai khong? Tha rang t6i cho 16p hoc nghi
mot thoi gian c6 18 t6t hon.” Ayane chéng cam r6i lai ng6i thang lwng nhw
thé giat minh. “Xin 16i. Viéc nay dau c6 lién quan dén anh Kusanagi.”

Bi c6 nhin thang, Kusanagi bat giac hwéng anh mat xuéng.

“Ctt thé nay thi c6 khé ma binh tdm duwgc nhi. T6i sé doc sitc dé giai
quyét vu an cang sém cang tot. Khi d6 c6 c6 phan nao thodi mai hon
khong?”

“Co 1€ thé. Co thé t6i sé di du lich m6t minh dé thay doi tam trang.”

“Thé cling tot day.”

“T6i hau nhw khong c6 nhitng chuyén du lich ding nghia. Tuy ngay xuwa
coO di nwdc ngoai mot minh.”

“P¢ la luc c6 dén Anh du hoc phai khong?”

“Anh nghe cha me t6i ké a. Chuyén ciing 1au r6i.” Ayane cidi xudng roi
lai ngang lén. “Pung r6i. To6i cé viéc mudn nho anh Kusanagi giup, liéu cé
dugc khong?”

“La viéc gi vay?” Kusanagi uong ngum tra roi dat chiéc coc 1én mat ban.

“Birc twong nay chang cé gi, trong vo vi ding khéng?”

Ayane nhin lén birc twong bén canh. Pung la ¢ do khong co vat trang tri.
Cho dén gan day, han van c6 gi dé dwgc gan trén twong, né dé lai dau vét
hinh vuong.

“Truwdc day co6 treo mot tam tham. Nhung né do Hiromi lam nén t6i tang
lai co ay. Vi thé méi cé cam giac trong trai nhw vay, toi nghi phai trang tri
cai gi do.”

“Thé a. Vay co da quyét dinh treo gi chwa?”

“Vang, hom nay t6i da mang tr nha dén.”

Ayane ditng day, lay géi gidy dat ¢ goc phong. N6 phong to, c6 vé chita
thit gi d6 bang vai bén trong.
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“Po la gi vay?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Tham treo trong phong ngu & nha toi. Nhuwng & d6 khong can dén né
nita.”

“Ra la thé,” Kusanagi ditng 1én. “Vay ta treo n6 lén thoi.”

“Vang,” Ayane dap, lay vat bén trong ra khéi tii gidy. Nhung c6 lién
dung tay lai.

“A, trtdc do phai nghe viéc anh Kusanagi can n6i da. Anh dén day vi
chuyén d6 ma?”

“Khong sao, dé sau ciing dwoc.”

Ayane nghiém ttc lac dau.

“Khong thé thé duwgc. Anh Kusanagi dén day vi cong viéc, xin hdy wu
tien chuyén do trudc.”

Kusanagi nhan mat cuwoi, gat dau roi 1y so6 tay trong tdi 4o. Sau do, anh
mim chadt moi nhin co.

“Vay toi xin phép hoi. Toi nghi d6 khong phai la nhitng cau hoi thoai
mai doi v6i co nhung vi cudc diéu tra, xin hdy thong cam.”

“Vang,” Ayane dap.

“T6i da biét tén ngwdi phu ni* hen ho vdi chong c6 trwde khi két hon.
Mot ngudi tén la Tsukui Junko. C6 c6 titng nghe dén cai tén ay khong?”

“Tsukui...”

“Tsukui Junko. Tén c6 dy viét thé nay.” Kusanagi cho Ayane nhin cai tén
duwgc viét trong so tay.

Ayane nhin thang vao mat Kusanagi, “Lan dau tién t6i biét cai tén nay,”
c6 dap.

“Vay, c6 da bao gid nghe chong noi vé tac gia sach tranh chwa? Nhitng
chi tiét rat nho ciling dwoc.”

“Tac gia sach tranh a?” C6 nhiu may, nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“Co Tsukui Junko tirng vé sach tranh. Vi vay, t6i méi nghi dén kha nang
chong co tirng ké vé moi quan hé d6 nhw mot chuyén trong qua khit.”

Anh mét Ayane chéch xuéng dudi, cd nhap mot ngum tra.
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“Xin 16i, nhing t6i khong nhé chuyén nao vé sach tranh hay tac gia sach
tranh do chong t6i ké lai. Néu titng nghe chac toi sé c6 an tuwgng. Béi vi thé
gigi cta toi hoan toan khong lién quan dén ngudi do.”

“Vay a. Thé thi chiu r6i.”

“Xin héi... ngwoi dy lién quan dén vu an a?” Ayane chu dong hoi.

“Chua biét thé nao. Gio t6i van dang diéu tra.”

“Thé a.” Ayane cup mat xuong. Co6 chdp mat, hang mi dai rung 1én.

“T6i c6 thé héi thém mot cau khong? Cé thé to6i khong nén hoi c6, nhung
nhitng ngudi dugc nhac dén déu khong con trén coi doi nay ntra.”

“Nhitng nguoi dugc nhac dén?” Co ngudc 1én.

“Vang. Thuc ra thi ¢6 Tsukui Junko dy cling mat r6i. Hai nam truéce.”

“0...” Ayane mé to mit.

“Vay, t0i hoi nhé, theo chiing t6i biét dwgc sau khi vat va diéu tra, chong
cd c6 dau hiéu che gidu moi nguwdi xung quanh vé moi quan hé vdi co
Tsukui Junko. C6 nghi vi sao lai nhw vay? Thoi diém bat dau hen ho véi ¢,
chong c6 c6 hanh x twong tw khong?”

Ayane 6m cdc tra bang ca hai tay, suy nghi mét lic. R6i c6 dap tuy van
nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“Chong t6i khong che gidu moi quan hé véi t6i véi nhitng nguwdi xung
quanh. Truwong hop cua t6i, lan dau gap nhau con cé ca anh Ikai, nguwdi ban
than thiét nhat ctia chong t6i.”

“A, ding vay nhi.”

“Nhung, giad st anh Ikai khong cé ¢ do, cling cé thé chong t6i sé co gang
khong dé ngudi khac biét vé t6i.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Bai vi, néu khong ai biét thi ldc chia tay ciing khong phéi nghe xung
quanh xi xao don doan.”

“Nghia la, anh dy van tinh dén kha nang chia tay a?”

“T6i nghi, nén ndi la tinh dén treong hgp do6i tac khong thé sinh con thi
dang hon. Bai vi, nhanh chong chia tay trong trvong hop do la cach giai
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quyét cta chong t6i. Doi v6i anh dy, hon nhan ly twéng la cudc hon nhan
lam dugc diéu xa hoi thuwong noi.”

“Qua that sinh con la muc dich duy nhat a? Nhung rét cudéc cuéc hén
nhan vai o lai thanh ra thé nay.”

Ayane mim cuwdi an y tredc nhitng 16i nay ctia Kusanagi. Lan dau tién,
anh thay anh mat d6 sang 1én nhw toan tinh diéu gi.

“Ly do rat don gian. Toi cy tuyét diéu d6. Cho dén trudc khi chinh thic
két hon, toi dé nghi anh dy can than tranh thai.”

“Ra la thé. Vay thi, thoi gian & canh c6 Tsukui Junko, chac anh nha
khong tranh thai dau nhi?”

Biét d6 la cau hoi song swgng nhing Kusanagi van bao gan tung ra.

“Co thé, chac la vay. Toi nghi vi thé nguwdi phu nit &y méi bi bé roi.”

“Bi bo roi?”

“Chong t6i la ngwdi nhw thé ma.” Co6 mim cwoi nhu nhac dén cha dé rat
tha vi.

Kusanagi gap so tay lai.

“T6i hiéu r6i. Cdm on c6.”

“Vay la xong roi a?”

“Thé la du roi. Xin 16i vi nhitng cau héi khong may dé chju.”

“Khong sao. Vi toi cling tirng hen ho vdi nguoi dan ong khac ngoai anh
ay.”

“Pung thé nhi.” Kusanagi that long néi. “Thoi, t6i gitp c6 treo tdm tham
nhé.”

“Vang,” Ayane dap r6i cam lay boc gidy khi ndy. Nhung ngay lap tic, co
budng n6 xuéng nhu vira suy nghi ky.

“Hom nay thi thoi. Nghi lai thi t6i van chwa lau bitrc twong nay. D€ t6i
lam sach no ro6i ty treo.”

“Vay a. Treo vao day chac sé dep lam. Néu can giup c6 ¢t n6i nhé.”

“Cam on anh,” Ayane cui dau.
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Roi khdi Anzu House, Kusanagi ngam lai trong dau cau hoi minh da bat ra.
Hon nita con xac nhan lai, liéu cau tra 10i cua co co phai la phan &ng hop ly
hay khong.

To6i tin cGu khong phdi ké yéu dudi, vi tinh cdm ma bé cong nguyén tdac
cua moét canh sdat hinh sy. Loi Yukawa vang lén rd mom mot trong tam tri
anh.
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Loa trén tau thong bao sap dén ga Hiroshima. Kaoru g& khéi tai chiéc tai
nghe noi vdi iPod, vira cat n6 vao ba 16 vira roi khoi cho ngoi.

Budc xudng san ga, co xac nhan lai dia chi viét trong so tay. Nha cha me
Tsukui Junko nam & Takayachou, thanh phd Higashi-Hiroshima. Ga gan
nhat la Nishi-Takaya. Chuyén tham ngay hém nay da dugc bao truéc cho
gia dinh dy. Tsukui Yoko, me cta Junko, c6 vé hoi boi réi khi nghe dién
thoai. C6 1€ vi Kusanagi ciing da héi vé vu tu sat cia Junko. Chac han ba
thdy nghi ngai, vi sao dén bay gio diéu tra vién cia cong an thu do lai quan
tam dén chuyén do.

Dén ga Hiroshima, c6 mua nwéc khoang & quay ban hang r6i doi sang
tuyén Sanyo Honsen. O day cach ga Nishi-Takaya chin ga, s& mat khoang
bon muwoi phut. Kaoru lai 1dy iPod trong tdi ra. C6 vira nghe bai hat cta
Fukuyama Masaharu, vita uéng chai niwéc. Xem trén nhan thi c6 vé day la
nwéc mém. Chac chan Yukawa tirng néi loai nwéc nay hop véi mon an nao
nhung c6 da quén sach.

Nhdc dén nudc thi...

Yukawa dwong nhw chac chan noi thach tin dwoc cho vao chinh la thiét
bi loc nwéc. Nhung, tuy chac chan vé diéu do, anh ta nhat dinh khéng néi
cach thuc hién cho cd Kaoru va Kusanagi. Theo 10i Kusanagi, anh ta noi
rang, “khong thé chitng minh la thu thuat d6 khong dugc thyc hién”.
Yukawa e ngai suy luan ctia minh c6 thé dan dén viéc budc toi oan uong.

C¢ thé nghi ra vé mat ly thuyét nhung khong c6 kha nang xdy ra trong
thye t€ - do 1a 101 anh ta da noi khi lan dau tién nghi ra tha doan danh lira
ay. Lan tiép theo, sau khi Kaoru thong bao ndi dung diéu tra theo yéu cau
ctia Yukawa, anh néi mét cau. Chuyén do, tuyét doi khoéng thé.

Khong chiu tiét 16 ndi dung cua thi doan kia nhwng Yukawa van giao
cho Kaoru mot s6 viéc. Trwdc hét 1a ngay lap titc nghién citu triét dé thiét
bi loc nwdc dé xac nhan xem c6 diém gi dang nghi ngo hay khong. Anh con
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ndi t6t nhat nén mang dén SPring-8 dé kiém tra chat doc. Hon thé con yéu
cau cO tim hiéu ma san pham cua thiét bi loc nwdc.

Chua c6 két qua & SPring-8 thi Yukawa da bdo c6 lam tiép viéc khac.
Quan diém cda bén giam dinh la thiét bi loc nwéc cua gia dinh Mashiba
hoan toan khong cé diém bat thuong. Lan thay doi phéu loc treée da dugc
khoang mot nam, lwgng chat ban bam trén d6 & mic phu hgp, khong hé c6
thém dau hiéu chinh stta nao. Ma san pham cfing la ctia chinh hang.

Sau khi nghe nhitng théng tin ay, Yukawa dap, “T6i hiéu r6i. Vat va cho
c6.” Chi c6 thé va Kaoru thidy cudc goi bi ngat.

ft nhét ciing nén cho ngudi ta goi ¥ chi?, trong 1ong ham hyc nhung c6
cam thdy vo ich néu trong doi diéu do ¢ nha vat 1y hoc ay.

Nhung Kaoru quan tdm nhiéu hon dén nhitng 10i Kusanagi nghe dugc tir
Yukawa. Yukawa khuyén Kusanagi nén ngugc sau vé qua khit ma diéu tra
tat ca moi viéc chit khéng chi tréc va sau vu an. Dac biét, anh ta thé hién
rd s quan tam doi vGi viéc Tsukui Junko ty sat bang thach tin.

Co tw hoi, Nhw vdy nghia la sao? Khong phdi Yukawa van nghi ngo
Mashiba Ayane la thu pham w? Néu Ayane la thu pham thi chac chan chi
can diéu tra trudc va sau vu an la da. Cho du trong qua khit c6 diéu gi
giong nhu mot moi bat hoa nao dé, Yukawa ciing khong phai 1a kiéu nguoi
t6 ra quan tam dén nhitng chuyén nhu vay.

Khong biét tir lic nao album nhac cia Fukuyama Masaharu trong iPod
da chay hét va chuyén sang bai hat cta ca si khac. Trong khi ¢6 sap nhé ra
tén bai hat thi tau dén ga Nishi-Takaya.

Nha Tsukui cach ga khodng nam phut di bo. Nam trén con doc, sat phia
sau la khu rtrng ram rap. D6 1a mot ng6i biét thy kiéu phwong Tay cé hai
tang. C6 qud rong dé phu nir song mét minh khéng? Kaoru tham nghi. Tro
chuyén qua dién thoai, c6 biét cha ctia Tsukui Junko da mat, con anh ca c6
da chuyén dén song trong thanh ph6 Hiroshima sau khi két hon.

Nhan chudng goi ctra, co lién thdy vong ra giong néi da nghe trén dién
thoai. C6 1€ vi da bao trudc gio dén tham nén khong thay doéi phwong c6 vé
boi roi.
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Tsukui Yoko la mot phu nit gay, wéc chitng & gitta do tuoi 60. Biét Kaoru
di mot minh, ba té ra kha an tdm. C6 1€ ba da twdng tuwong sé phai ngoi
cung mot nam diéu tra vién dit ton.

Biét thy nha Tsukui c6 vé ngoai theo kiéu Tay nhung bén trong la phong
oc thuan Nhat, can phong Kaoru dwgc dan vao cling la mot phong kiéu
Nhat rong khodang hai muwoi mét vuéng. Chinh gitta phong dat mot chiéc
ban thap ¢ 16n. Bén canh ti am la ban tho.

“Phai di xa thé nay, co vat va qua.” Yoko vira néi vira dé6 nwéc néng tw
binh dun vao dm tra.

“Khong a, chau mdi phai xin 16i. Dén gio lai bi héi da diéu vé chuyén
cta c6 Junko, chac bac thiy la lam phai khong a?”

“N6i sao nhi. Vi toi c nghi minh da c6 quyét dinh riéng vé chuyén do
roi. Moi c6.” Yoko dwa chén tra néng ra treéc mat Kaoru.

“Theo nhitng ghi chép tai thoi diém ay thi khong xac dinh dwgc nguyén
nhan tu sat, chi tiét dé6 dén gio van khong co gi thay doi a?”

Trudc cau haéi ctia Kaoru, Yoko nd nu cuwoi rat nhe.

“Bai vi, khong c6 gi giong nhi manh moi. Nhitng nguwdi quen biét vGi n6
cling khong c6 y kién gi. Nhung rot cudc, cé 1€ vi né qua budn chang, gio
thi t6i nghi nhu thé.”

“Buon ay a?”

“Con bé rat thich vé tranh va muon tr@ thanh tac gia sach tranh nén méi
dén tha do, n6 von la dita gian di va ngoan ngoan. To6i nghi, song & mot
thanh pho la, mai chwa c6 tin hiéu thanh céng véi tw cach tac gia sach
tranh, nhat dinh né da v6 cung khé s&. Pa 34 tudi, chac chan n6 con cam
thdy bat an vé twong lai nita. Néu c6 ai do dé tam sy thi c6 1€ da khac.”

bung la Yoko duong nhw khong hé biét chuyén con gai da c6 nguoi yéu.

“Ngay trdc khi qua doi, chi Junko c6 vé day phdi khong a?” Cd xac
nhan lai ndi dung ban bao cao ngay ay.

“Pung thé. To6i thdy né khong duwgc khoe nhung dau ngo né lai nghi dén
cai chét...” Yoko chdp mat. C6 1é dang c6 gang ngan khong cho nwdc mat
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trao ra.

“Tic 13, bac va chi ay van tro chuyén nhw moi khi?”

“Vang. T6i hoi, con c6 khde khéng day? No tré 16i, con khoe ma.” Yoko
cai dau xudng thap.

Kaoru nhé dén me ctia minh. Co tht hinh dung, néu quyét dinh ty sat va
tr@ vé dé nhin mat me lan cudi thi minh sé tiép xtic véi me nhw thé nao. Co
nghi minh sé khong thé nhin thang vao mat me, dong thoi c6 cam gidc
minh ciing c6 thé té ra binh thwdong giong nhw Junko.

“Xin héi,” Yoko ngang mat lén. “Chuyén Junko ty sat c6 van dé gi phai
khong?”

D6 chac chan la diéu ba quan tdm nhat. Nhung tai thoi, diém nay, co
khong thé tiét 16 chi tiét n6i dung diéu tra.

“Co y kién cho la c6 thé lién quan dén mot vu an khac. Tuy noéi vay
nhung chwa c6 gi chitng minh cad nén bac hdy nghi chau héi chi dé tham
khao th6i.”

“Vang, la vay a.” Yoko c6 vé khong thoa man.

“That ra la van de vé chat doc.”

DPoi long may cua Yuko khé chuyén dong.

“Chat doc... néi vay tic la...”

“Co Junko da udng thudc doc ty sat, bac c6 nhé chat doc duwgc st dung
la gi khong?”

Trudc cau héi nay, Yoko im lang véi vé boi r6i. Kaoru doan dé la biéu
hién cho thay ba da quén. Vi vay c0 néi tiép, “Mot chat duge goi la thach
tin. HOm trudc, khi tra 10i mot nguwoi cta chung chau tén la Kusanagi, bac
c6 nodi con gai da udng thudc ngu ty sat, nhung theo ho so ghi lai thi do la
trung doc do thach tin. Bac khong biét chuyén do a?”

“A... cai do, la...” Khong hiéu vi sao khuén mat Yoko lai 16 vé cang
thang. Hon nita con tiép tuc ap ung. “Viéc do thi, thi, c6 van dé gi hay sao?
Chuyén t6i budt miéng dap la thudéc ngu c6 sao...”

La thdt, Kaoru tham nghi.
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“Bac biét d6 khong phai la thu6c ngu nhwng van tra 16i nhu vay a?”

“T6i xin 16i,” Yoko kho s& nhan mat roi 1i nhi dap. “T6i nghi chuyén da
qua roi, con bé ti sat nhw thé nao chac cting khong phai diéu gi qua quan
trong nén tra 10i nhu vay.”

“Bac khong muon néi ra chuyén co ay uong thach tin a?”

Yoko im lang. Hinh nhw c6 1y do nao do, Kaoru ngam doan.

“Bac Tsukui.”

“T6i xin 16i.” Yoko d6t nhién thu nguai lai, dat hai tay xudng chiéu, ci
thé cdi dau xuodng.

“T6i thye sy xin 16i. Nhuwng lic dy t6i khong thé néi ra dwgc...”

Kaoru bai réi tredc phan ttng khong ngo tdi.

“Bac hdy ngang mat 1én. R6t cudc la thé nao? Bac biét chuyén gi phai
khong?”

Yoko ttr tir ngang dau 1én, lién tuc chdp mat

“Chat asen do la ¢ nha t6i.”

“Ha?” Kaoru buot miéng. “Nhwng, ban bao cdo viét la khong rd nguon
goc...”

“T6i khong thé néi duge. Bung la luc do, asen... khéng phai, 1a thach tin
a? Lic do6 cong an hoi t6i c6 nghi ra diéu gi khong. Nhung, du thé nao t6i
cling khong thé néi con gai da l1dy ¢ nha minh nén 16 dap la t6i khong biét.
Va cir thé... T6i vo cung xin 16i.”

“Cho da. Viéc thach tin c6 san & nha la sy that phai khong?”

“Co 1é t6i khong nham dau. Lic con song, ong nha téi duwgc nguwdi quen
cho dé diét chudt. Ong dy cat n6 trong kho chita do.”

“Bac c6 xac nhan dugc diung la c6 Junko da mang né di khong?”

Yoko gat dau.

“Sau khi diéu tra vién hoi veé thach tin, t6i da kiém tra kho chita. R6 rang
cai boc & do6 da bién mat. Luc dy toi nhan ra, con bé vé nha vi muc dich ay.”

Kaoru quén ca ghi chép vi qua bat ngd. Co voi vang viét ngody vao so
tay.
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“Con bé da vé nha ma t6i lai khong nhan ra y dinh ty sat cua no, thém
nita con dé n6 mang chat doc theo, toi that sy khong thé thi nhan chuyén
d6. Nén 16i n6i doéi dy... Néu gay rac roi vi da lam nhw vay, toi that khong
biét phdi noi gi. Phai di dau cling dugc, téi thwe sy muodn xin 16i.” Yoko
lién tuc cudi dau xudng.

“C6 thé cho chau xem nha kho khong?” Kaoru héi.

“Nha kho a? Pugc théi.”

“Nho bac dan dwong,” Kaoru noéi roi ditng day.

Nha kho dwgc thiét ké & goc san sau. Lam ti vat liéu don gian la thép,
bén trong rong hon ba mét vuong. Noi that cii, do dién gia dung, hop cac-
tong... dugc cdt vao d6. Budc chan vao la nglri thdy mui cia ndm moc va
bui.

“Thach tin dé & dau?” Kaoru hoi.

“Chéc chan la ¢ d6.” Yoko chi vao cai lon rong dat trén gia phu day bui.
“T6i nhd & do co boc ni-long chita asen.”

“C0 Junko mang di khoang bao nhieu?”

“Ca cdi tui ni-long da bién mat. Vi thé, cé 1é khodng ngan nay.”

Yoko khum hai tay lam dong tac.

“Mot lwvong kha 16n nhi.” Kaoru noi.

“Vang. T6i nghi phdi dwgc mot bat day.”

“Pé ty sat thi khong can nhiéu dén thé dau. Theo ghi chép hinh nhw
khong tim dugc mot lwgng thach tin 16n dén vay & hién treong.”

Yoko to vé ban khoan.

“Pung vay. T6i cling c6 dé y... Hay la Junko vt n6 di r6i?”

Khéng c6 chuyén do, Utsumi tham nghi. Nguwoi tu sat sé khong nghi dén
viéc xit ly phan chét doc du thtra.

“Nha kho nay thuong xuyén dugc st dung a?”

“Khong, gio thi toi hau nhw khong dong dén. Ciing 1au r6i méi mé ra.”

“Bac c6 chia khoa khong?”

“Chia khoa a? C6, dé phong khi can.”
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“Vay thi t* hom nay bac khoéa né lai nhé. C6 thé may hom nita phai xin
phép bac cho kiém tra né.”

Yoko tron mat ngac nhién. “Cai nha kho nay dy a?”

“Chéau sé c6 gang dé khong gay phién phitc. Mong bac cho phép.”

Vira lién tuc néi 16i tdc dong, Kaoru vira thdy c6 chit hao hitng. Thach
tin dwgc dung dé sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka van chwa biét ¢ dau ra. Gia sw
né c6 cung thanh phan vdi loai Junko mang ra khoi nha thi toan canh vu an
sé hoan toan thay doi.

Du sao di nita, vi khong c6 vat chitng nén chi cé thé hy vong tim thay
bot thach tin con sét lai trong nha kho nay. C6 dy dinh sé trao doi vdi
Mamiya sau khi trg vé Tokyo.

“Phai r6i, hinh nhw bac c6 nhan dugc di thw ctia ¢6 Junko phdi khong.
Qua duong buu dien.”

“A... Vang, ding vay.”

“Chau xem c6 dugc khong?”

Yoko sy nghi mét chit r6i gat dau. “Toi hiéu réi.”

Ho quay lai trong nha. Lan nay c6 dugc dan dén can phong cua Junko
tredc day. Phong kiéu Tay rong khodng mwoi ba mét vudng, ban va givong
van dé nguyén nhu cii.

“T6i tap hgp va cat giit tat ca do dac cta con bé trong can phong nay. Toi
van nghi lic nao dé phai sap xép lai mot chit.” Yoko m@ ngan kéo ban, 1ay
ra phong bi dat trén cung.

“Né day.”

“Chau xin phép,” Kaoru don lay.

NoOi dung di thv khong khac nhiéu so v6i nhitng gi nghe duwgc tw
Kusanagi. Khong thdy viét gi cu thé vé dong co tw sat. La thu chi viét rang
ban than khong con gi nudi tiéc trong thé gidi nay.

“T6i c nghi, néu minh c6 gang thi da lam dwoc diéu gi d6. Néu toi
khong lo 1a thi da nhan ra n6i khé tam cua con bé va lam dugc diéu gi do
phéi khong?” Giong Yoko run lén.
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Khong biét nén noi gi, Kaoru dé lai di thw vao ngan kéo. Co dé y thdy
con vai 1a the gui qua dwong buu dién.

“Pay la?”

“Thw cua con bé. Vi t6i khong dung nhitng thi nhw tin nhan nén thi
thodng no6 gtri thw cho toi biét tinh hinh.”

“Chau xem duwgc khong?”

“Vang, moi co. Toi di 14y tra.” Yoko néi réi budc ra.

Kaoru kéo ghé ngoi xudng, xem xét nhitng 1a thw giti qua buu dién. No6i
dung hau hét l1a bao tin minh dang vé cudn sach tranh nhw thé nao, sap tdi
sé lam cong viéc gi. Hoan toan khong viét gi vé cac mdi quan hé véi nguoi
khac hay chuyén c6 nguoi yéu.

Sap stta ngirng lai vi thady chiing chang cé gia tri tham khao, mat c6 dirng
lai @ mot tdm buwu anh. Anh chup mét chiéc xe buyt hai ting. Poc nhitng
dong viét bang mwc mau xanh nwdc bién, Kaoru nin thd. N6i dung nhu sau.

“Me c6 khoe khong? Con dang & London. O ddy, con két ban v&i mot co
gai nguwoi Nhat, qué & Hokkaido, nghe néi dang di du hoc. Ngay mai c6 ay
sé dan con di dao pho.”
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“Tsukui Yoko cho biét, sau khi tot nghiép dai hoc, Junko c6 di lam mot thoi
gian nhung dwgc ba nam thi bo viéc r6i dén Paris dé hoc vé trong vong hai
nam. Tam buwu anh dwoc gwi vé trong khoang thoi gian ay.”

Nhin cham cham vao khée miéng cia Utsumi Kaoru dang hao hitng noi,
Kusanagi c6 cam giac khé chiu ¢ dau d6. Anh budc phai thwra nhan, sau
tham trong long, anh khong mu6n khen nggi phat hién cua co.

Mamiya twra minh vao luvng ghé, doi tay map map khoanh truéc nguc.

“Tom lai, Tsukui Junko va Mashiba Ayane tirng la ban than a?”

“T6i nghi rat c6 kha nang dé. Dau buu dién trén buu thiép trung véi thoi
gian phu nhan Mashiba di du hoc & London. Hon nita con xudt than &
Hokkaido. Khong thé nghi d6 la ngau nhién.”

“Cling chwa chac,” Kusanagi néi. “Ngau nhién ¢ mitc do do thi t6i nghi
van c6 thé. Rot cudc & London c6 bao nhiéu du hoc sinh ngwoi Nhat? Néu
chi 1a mot hai tram ngwdi thi khong nhw thé dau.”

“Nao nao,” Mamiya phay tay ra dau im lang. “Gia st hai ngudi do la ban
than thi c6 nghi chuyén dé lién quan gi dén vu an nay?” Doi trudng héi
Utsumi Kaoru.

“Chi 1a suy luan th6i nhung c6 kha nang Junko da giao cho phu nhan cho
thach tin con lai.”

“Ngay mai t0i sé thit trao doi vé chuyén do dé sém tién hanh giam dinh.
Liéu c6 xac nhan dugc khong nhi. Nhung nay, néu ding nhu suy luan cua
6 thi phu nhan lai két hon véi ngudi yéu cii ciia ngwdi ban da tu sat a?”

“Pung thé.”

“Co khong nghi nhw thé 1a khéng binh thwong a?”

“Toi khong nghi vay.”

“Tai sao?”

“Co rat nhiéu phu nit hen ho véi tinh cii cia ban minh. Trong s6 nguoi
quen cua toi cling c6. Tham chi c6 phu ni* con nhan manh vao wu diém la
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nho thong tin c6 dugce tir ban than ma biét truéc vé déi phuong.”

“Du nguoi ban than do c6 ty sat a?” Kusanagi noi xen vao. “Nguyén
nhan ty sat c6 thé nam & nguwoi dan 6ng day.”

“C6 thé khong c6 nghia la chac chan nhw vay.”

“Co dang quén mat diém quan trong. Phu nhan gap Mashiba & mot bita
tiéc. Ngau nhién gap ngudi yéu cii cia ban than & mot noi nhw vay a?”

“Néu ca hai déu doc than thi khong phai chuyén gi hiém.”

“R6i ngau nhién thanh moéi quan hé luyén 4i? Cau chuyén kha la thuan
lgi day.”

“Piém do thi c6 1é khong phai la ngau nhién.”

“Y ¢6 1a sa0?”

Kusanagi vira ditt cau héi, Utsumi Kaoru da nhin thang vao mat anh.

“Co thé ngay tir dau phu nhan da nham dén Mashiba. Bi thu hut tir khi
Mashiba va Tsukui Junko con hen ho va nhan cai chét ctia Junko dé tiép
can. Viéc gdp g@ & bira tiéc xem mat ciing c6 kha nang khong phai ngau
nhién.”

“Ng6 ngan.” Kusanagi bat ra. “Co dy khong phaéi la ngudi phu nit nhw
vay.”

“Vay la nguoi phu nit thé nao? Anh Kusanagi, anh biét gi vé phu nhan?”

“Thoi di!” Mamiya ding bat day. “Utsumi, toi ghi nhan sy nhanh nhay
cta ¢6 nhung c6 twdng twong hoi qua réi day. Nhitng viéc dé dé khi nao c6
da vat chitng da. Con Kusanagi, thay vi phan bac tirng 16i thi tredc hét di
diéu tra di. D6i khi chan tuwéng sé sang t6 trong lic trao doi that nhiéu y
kién. Cau von la nguwoi biét lang nghe. That khong giong cau chit nao.”

“T6i xin 16i,” Utsumi Kaoru cti dau. Kusanagi im lang gat dau.

Mamiya lai ngo6i xuéng ghé.

“Cau chuyén cta Utsumi thd vi nhung tiéc 1a can c chwa ré rang. Hon
nita, trong treong hgp phu nhan 1a tha pham, tuy cé thé giai thich vé ngudn
goc cua chat doc nhung nhitng chuyén khac thi khong thdy c6 lién quan gi
dén vu 4n ndy.” Ong dit hai khuyu tay 1én ban, ngang Ién nhin Utsumi
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Kaoru. “Tiép can Mashiba Yoshitaka dé tra thu cho ngwoi ban da ty sat, co
dinh twdng twong nhu thé a?”

“Khong, dén mic do thi... T6i nghi khong ai lai dén mic két hon nham
muc dich tra thu.”

“Vi thé, tro choi twdng twgng chi dén day thoi. Phan tiép theo dé sau khi
bén giam dinh nghién cttu kho chita ctia gia dinh Tsukui da.” Mamiya ndi
nhu dé két luan.

Lau r6i Kusanagi méi tré vé phong ctia minh khi da buéc sang ngay mdi.
Anh muoén tdm dwéi voi sen nhung vira cdi do khoac da dé6 ap xudng
giwvong. Do co thé mét méi hay vi tinh than yéu dudi? Chinh anh ciing
khong biét.

Anh Kusanagi, anh biét gi vé phu nhdn?

Loi néi ctia Utsumi Kaoru vang vang bén tai. Bung la minh chang biét gi
hét, anh nghi. Chi trao doi ngon ngit va nhin thdy bé ngoai ma lai twéng
minh hiéu ndi tdm cda Ayane.

Nhung, du thé nao anh cling khong thé tin c6 la nguwdi phu nit ¢6 thé binh
than két hon vd&i nguwdi yéu ctia ban than da ty sat. Gid st Mashiba
Yoshitaka khéng lién quan dén vu ty sat ay di nita, khong phai sé cam thay
6 16i v6i ngudi ban doé sao? Co6 dy chac chan sé thdy nhuw vay.

Anh ngdi day, néi 1éng ca vat. Anh mét anh dirng lai & hai cuén sach
tranh vit trén chiéc ban bén canh. Tac pham cida Tsukui Junko anh xin
dwgc & nha xuat ban Tanugi.

Anh lai ngad xudng giwong, ho hitng 1at tirng trang. D6 la cudn Nguoi
tuyét ngd roi. Cau chuyén ké vé mot ngudi tuyét song ¢ xi tuyét, ngay no
khai hanh di tim m6t dat nwdc am ap. Nguoi tuyét muodn tién thém vé
phwong Nam nhung néu di xa hon thi co thé phai déi mat véi tinh thé bj tan
chdy. Nguoi tuyét bd cudc va tré vé qué huong lanh gid. Trén duwong ve,
nguoi tuyét di qua tredc cira mot ngdi nha. Nhin vao bén trong qua ctra so,
cau thay gia dinh d6 dang quay quanh 16 swdi chuyén tro rom ra vé rat hanh
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phtic. Chinh vi bén ngoai lanh gid méi biét on sy am 4p - ho tro chuyén vé
nhitng diéu nhu vay.

Nhin btrc tranh dugc vé trong trang nay, Kusanagi bat day.

Trén bitc twong trong can phong ngudi tuyét dang nhin vao c6 treo mot
vat ma anh biét.

Hoa van la nhitng canh hoa nhiéu mau sac trong khung canh mau nau
den, ching tan di mot cach c6 quy tac nhw dwgc phan chiéu trong chiéc
kinh van hoa.

Tham chi bay gio Kusanagi van nhé r6 cam xuc khi lan dau tién nhin
thay hoa van nay. Anh cling nhé minh da thidy né & dau.

b6 la phong ngu cua gia dinh Mashiba. Hoa tiét ctia tdm tham treo trén
twong.

Luc trua, dang la Ayane dinh nho Kusanagi treo tdm tham do 1én. Nhung
dwong nhu tam trang dot ngot thay doi, c6 néi hém nay c dé nhu vay da.

Phdi chdng vi trvdc d6 nghe thdy cai tén Tsukui Junko? Cé phdi vi biét
trong sach tranh ctia 6 ay c6 xuat hién tdm tham kia nén tranh khong cho
Kusanagi nhin thay?

Kusanagi 6m lay dau. Tai anh u di theo nhip dap trong mach mau.

Sang hom sau, Kusanagi tinh gidc bdi tiéng chudng dién thoai. Anh nhin
dong ho, da hon 8 gid. Anh nam trén ghé so-pha. Trén ban trwdc mat la
chai whisky va chiéc coc thuy tinh. Trong c6c con mot nira.

Anh nhé ra, minh bat dau uéng vi khéng ngta dwgce. Khong can phai c6
gang nhd xem vi sao minh lai mat ngu.

Dung co thé nang né day, anh vuon tay dén chiéc dién thoai di dong
dang ti€p tuc reo inh éi trén ban. Man hinh hién thi cho biét do la Utsumi.

“Toi nghe day.”

“Utsumi day. Xin 16i vi goi vao sang s6m. T6i c6 thit muén bao cho anh
cang sém cang t6t.”
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“Tém lai la sao?”
“Pa co6 két qua roéi. Bao cdo tir SPring-8. Da phat hién thach tin trong
thiét bi loc nwéc.”
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Van phong luat su Ikai nam cach ga Ebisu khodang nam phut di bo. Chiém
toan bd mat san tang bon ctia mot toa nha sau tang, & quay tiép tan cé mot
co gai mdc vest mau xam, vdc chirng maéi ngoai 20 tudi.

Da hen lam viéc tir tredc nén Kusanagi co6 thé dgi & phong tiép don. Goi
la phong ti€p don nhuwng dé chi la can phong bé véi chi€c ban nhé va ghé
pipe. Nhin qua thdy vai can phong cung kiéu, anh doan c6 mot so luat sw
dang lam viéc ¢ diay. Anh da hiéu vi sao Ikai c6 thé gitp Mashiba
Yoshitaka van hanh cong ty.

Cudi cung Ikai cling xuat hién sau hon mwoi lam phut. Vay ma anh ta
chang buo6n xin 16i mot 101, chi cti dau noéi “xin chao”. Chac anh ta khé
chiu vi anh dén trong gio lam viéc.

“Co gi tién trién a? Toi khong thdy Ayane noi gi.” Ikai vira no6i vira ngoi
xuong gheé.

“Khong biét c6 thé goi la tién trién hay khong nhung dang xac minh
duwgc mot so tinh tiét mai. Tiéc la toi khong thé ké chi tiét dugc.”

Tkai cudi kho.

“Khong sao. T6i nao muwu mo tim kiém diéu gi. T6i cling khong ranh
rang dén thé. Cong ty ctia Mashiba mai mdi 6n dinh sau mot khoang thoi
gian hon loan, gio t6i chi cau mong s viéc dwgc giai quyét thuan 1gi. Vay,
hém nay anh c6 viéc gi? Toi nghi anh ciing hiéu sau nhitng lan trao d6i cho
dén gio, toi khong roé lam vé cudc séng ca nhan ctia Mashiba.” Anh ta vira
no6i vira nhin dong ho deo tay. Chac c6 y mudn néi “hay mau két thic”.

“H6m nay to6i dén dé hdi vé viéc anh biét rat r6. Khong, cé 1é nén noi do
la viéc chi minh anh biét.”

Tkai nghiéng dau, vé mat ngac nhién.

“Viéc chi minh toi biét? C6 viéc nhu thé a?”

“La vé cudc gdp go cua Mashiba Yoshitaka va phu nhan Ayane. Anh
chic chin da c6 mit ltic dé. O 1an giip trudce tdi c6 nghe anh néi nhw vay.”

“Lai la chuyén do6 a?” Ikai t6 ra chan nan.
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“Anh cé thé noi ky vé hai ngudi dy tai budi tiéc do dugc khéng? Dau
tiéen ho gap nhau nhw thé nao?”

Nghe xong cau hoi, Tkai nhiu may vé nghi ngo.

“Chuyén do lién quan dén vu an a?”

Kusanagi im lang cuwdi kho sé. Thay vay, Ikai thé dai.

“Bi mat dang trong qua trinh diéu tra a? Nhung toi to mo day. Chuyén
cling kha 1au r6i. T6i nghi chang lién quan gi dén vu an.”

“Lién quan hay khong thi chinh ching t6i ciing chwa biét. Anh c hiéu la
chung t6i dang dodi chiéu tirng chi tiét nhé nhat.”

“Nhin mat anh thi t6i khong thé nghi nhw vdy... Thoéi dugc roi. Vay toi
nén ké nhv thé nao?”

“Theo cau chuyén lan trudc thi d6 duwgc coi la bita tiéc xem mat phai
khong? T6i nghe ndi ¢ nhitng noi nhw vay thuwong cé sy sap xép dé nhitng
nguwoi dan 6ng va phu nit chwra tirng quen biét néi chuyén véi nhau, cé ding
nhu vay khong? Chang han nhuw, gigi thiéu ban than theo thi ty...”

Tkai xura tay trirdc mat.

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Anh c hinh dung dé la bira tiéc ding hét sic
binh thuwong. Néu cé sy sap dat ky qudc thi t6i da chang di cung.”

Chac vdy, Kusanagi tham nghi va gat dau.

“Phu nhan Ayane ciing dén bita tiéc d6 nhi. Phu nhan c6 dan theo ai
khong?”

“Khong, c6 &y dén m6t minh. Chang no6i chuyén véi ai, chi ngéi & quay
rwgu udng cocktail.”

“Bén nao bat chuyén trugc?”

“La Mashiba.” Ikai tra 10i ngay.

“Anh Mashiba a?”

“Luc do ching téi dang uong & quay rugu. Cach c6 ay khodng hai chiéc
ghé. Thé roi Mashiba bat ngo khen chiéc 6p dién thoai cta co ay.”

Kusanagi ding ban tay dang ghi chép.

“6p dién thoai... a?”
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“Co dy dat n6 trén mat quay rwgu. D6 la san pham khau ghép vai, cé tao
nhitng 16 nhé dé nhin dwgc phan man hinh tinh thé. T6i khong nhé cau ay
da khen la ‘dep qua’ hay ‘that hiém thay’ nhwng ding la Mashiba 1én tiéng
tredc. Co dy mim cwoi dap lai, néi d6 la mén dé handmade. Thoang sau ho
da ron rang tro chuyén.”

“Do la lic ho lam quen a?”

“Pung vay. Luc 4y, trong twdng twong toi cling khong ngd sau nay ho
tién t6i hon nhan.”

“Anh di cing Mashiba dén bita tiéc kiéu ay chi mot lan do thoi a?”

“Téat nhién roi. Chi lan dé thoi.”

“Mashiba v6n 1a ngudi nhw thé a? Y tdi 13, viéc d& dang bit chuyén véi
phu nit khong quen ay, binh thwdng cé nhw vay khong?”

Ikai nhan mat kho hiéu.

“N6i sao nhi. Cau ta la kiéu ngwoi cé thé néi chuyén khong chit rut ré du
d6i phwong la phu nit chwa quen, nhuwng tir thoi sinh vién da khong phai ké
hay tan tinh. Cau ta thwong néi tam hén quan trong hon ngoai hinh ctia phu
nt, t6i nghi do 1a 161 noi that 1ong chi khong phai dé gay an twong.”

“Thé thi, viéc bat chuyén véi phu nhan Ayane & bita tiéc ay c6 thé coi la
ngoai 1é doi v6i Mashiba ding khong?”

“Pung vay. Toi cling hoi ngac nhién. Nhung do khong phai la linh cam
ma ngwoi ta van noi a? Chac cau ta cdm nhan diéu gi dé. Vi thé t6i van cho
rang hai nguoi da duoc két noi.”

“Lic do anh c6 thdy trang thai ctia ho c6 gi khong dwogc ty nhién hay
khong? Chi tiét rat nhé cling dugc.”

Ikai c6 vé suy nghi rat ky truedc khi khé lac dau.

“T6i khong nhé lam. Du sao thi, ho tro chuyén hét sitc vui vé, téi hoan
toan bi cho ra ria. Nhung, anh Kusanagi, cau hdi cua anh c6 y nghia gi vay?
Anh c6 thé cho t6i biét khong? Goi y thoi.”

Kusanagi mim cudi, cat so tay vao tui 4o.
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“Pé Iic nao anh c6 thoi gian tro chuyén di. Xin 16i da lam phién lic anh
ban ron.” Anh ditng day. Pang budc ra phia ctra thi anh quay dau lai. “Viéc
hém nay mong anh c6 gang gi* bi mat. Ké ca v4i phu nhan Ayane.”

Anh mit Ikai tré nén canh giac.

“Cong an dang nghi ngd c6 ay a?”

“Khong, tuyét doi khong, phai nhw vay. Du sao cling mong anh hgp tac.”

Kusanagi nhanh chéng ra khoi phong dé tranh bi git lai.

B6 toa nha lai phia sau, Kusanagi ditng trén 16i di bo. Anh bat giac thd dai
mot hoi.

Trong pham vi 10i ké cua Ikai thi cé vé Ayane khong chu dong tiép can
Mashiba Yoshitaka. C6 thé thay hai ngwoi d6 ngau nhién quen nhau & bita
tiéc ay.

Nhung co dung nhu vay khong?

Khi Kusanagi hoi Ayane c6 biét Tsukui Junko hay khéng, c6 dap minh
khong biét. D6 1a diém vwedng mac. Bai vi khong thé nhu vay dugc.

Trong cudn sach tranh Nguoi tuyét ngd roi cta Tsukui Junko c6 vé tdm
tham giong y hét mon d6 Ayane da lam. Thiét ké d6 chinh xac la cua
Ayane. Khong phdi san pham dya trén tham khdo. Nghé nhan khau ghép
vai Mita Ayane chi lam nhitng san pham do minh thiét ké. Tom lai, Tsukui
Junko da nhin thdy tdc pham ctia Ayane & dau do.

Nhung, trong pham vi diéu tra cia minh, Kusanagi khong thay tam tham
d6 dugc dang trong cac tuyén tap tdc pham cia Ayane. Néu nhin thay thi
phai dén hoi trwong trién lam cd nhan. Nhung & nhitng noi nhuw vay lai
khong dwgc chup dnh. Khong cé anh chup thi khong thé nao mo ta chinh
xac nhu cudn séach tranh.

Suy ra la, Tsukui Junko da dwgc cho xem tdm thdm d6 mot minh. Tat
nhién, c6 nhat dinh c6 sy quen biét & mirc nao do6 vaGi Ayane.
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Tai sao Ayane lai néi d6i? Tai sao lai néi minh khong biét Tsukui Junko?
C6 don gian chi vi muén giau di viéc nguwdi chong da mat la ngwoi yéu ci
cua ban than?

Kusanagi nhin xuéng dong ho. Pa hon 4 gid chiéu. Phai nhanh 1én md&i
dwgc. Anh hen dén cho Yukawa. Nhung Kusanagi cdm thdy nang né. Néu
c6 thé thi anh khong muén gap. Chac chan, Yukawa sé dwa ra két ludn ma
Kusanagi khong mong doi. Nhung anh nhat dinh phédi nghe Yukawa noi
bang do6i tai minh. Vi anh hiéu dé la diéu dwong nhién véi tw cach canh sat
hinh sy dang diéu tra vu an nay. Bong thoi, anh cling quyét dinh ditt khoat
v0i si dao dong ctia minh.
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X@ép gidy loc xong, Yukawa dung thia do bot ca phé vao. Bdng tac tay cho
thay anh da kha thuan thuc.

“Anh hoan toan thanh tin d6 ctia may pha ca phé roi nhi,” Kaoru noéi véi
lung cua anh.

“Pung la da quen nhung toi cling nhan ra nhwge diém cua no.”

“La gi the?”

“DPo6 1a, c6 bat budc phai quyét dinh trudc sé cho lwong ca phé cua bao
nhiéu coc. Néu bi thiéu hai hay ba céc thi pha lai la xong, nhung t6i khong
muon phai pha lai chi vi mét coc. C6 thé bi thira néu 18 vi thé ma pha nhiéu
1én. B6 di thi lang phi ma dé lau thi mui vi sé bién d6i. Kha la phién toai.”

“H6m nay thi khong sao dau. T6i sé uéng phan du ra.”

“Khong hom nay thi t6i chang lo gi ca. T6i chi pha bon coc théi. Co, toi
va Kusanagi 1a ba coc. Coc con lai toi sé nhan nha udng sau khi hai nguoi
ra ve.”

Co vé Yukawa nghi cdu chuyén sé két thiic sdm. Liéu c6 dé nhu vdy
khéng? Kaoru tham nghi.

“Moi nguoi ¢ tru s& diéu tra biét on tién sinh lam. Néu anh khong kién
quyét yéu cau nhw vay thi ching t6i c6 1€ khong tinh dén viéc mang thiét bi
loc nuwéc téi SPring-8.”

“Khong can phdi cdm on toi. T6i chi n6i nhitng 10i khuyén can thiét véi
tw cach nha khoa hoc.” Yukawa ngoi xuong phia doi dién vGi Kaoru. Trén
ban cé dat mot ban cd. Anh cam lay quan ma mau trang va bat dau nghich
né trong long ban tay. “Vay a. Bung la da tim thay thach tin a?”

“O SPring-8, ho c6 thé phan tich dén thanh phan chi tiét. Téi nghi nd
giong hét thach tin dugc dung dé ha sat Mashiba Yoshitaka, treéc mat la
khong sai.”

Yukawa cup mat xudng roi gat dau, dat lai quan ma vao ban cg.

“C6 biét n6 dwogc tim thay ¢ bd phan nao cua thiét bi loc khong?”
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“Theo bao cdo thi ¢ gan dau ra. Bén trong thiét bi c6 16i loc nhung khong
tim thdy & dé. Vi vay, bén gidam dinh nhan dinh, cé khi nao tht pham da
cho thach tin vao quanh khép noéi gitta thiét bi loc va ong nuwdc hay
khong?”

“Hop 1y.”

“Chi 6 diéu, van dé 1a,” Kaoru tiép tuc ndi, “cach lam do thi tir trudc ta
da biét la khong thé. Rot cudc tht pham da lam cach nao? SPring-8 dwa ra
két qua nhw vay roi, hom nay anh sé cho ching t6i biét ding khéng?”

Yukawa xan ong tay chiéc 4o mau trang 1én r6i khoanh tay trueéc nguc.

“Vay la bén giam dinh cling khong hiéu a?”

“T6 giam dinh no6i rang chi c6 mot phwong phap duy nhat. Tam thdi thao
ong nudc khoi thiét bi loc, cho thach tin vao sau do lap lai. Nhung cach nay
thi chac chan phai dé lai dau vét.”

“Néu khong biét cach thye hién thi d& nhi.”

“Khoi phai n6i. C6 nghi ngo ai thi cling khong chitng thue duge hanh vi
pham t6i.”

“Du chat doc da dugc tim thay?”

“Néu khong biét dugc cach thye hién thi chang thé tranh tung & tdoa. Bén
bién ho sé khang khang cho rang viéc tim thay chat doc la nham lan cua
cong an.”

“Nham lan?”

“Vi c6 kha nang, do mét thao tdc nham lan nao dé ma thach tin c6 trong
ca phé nan nhan da uong lai bam vao thiét bi loc nwéc. Du sao thi, cau
chuyén chi & cap do phan tw.”

Yukawa dva lung vao ghé, cham rai gat gu.

“Pung la ho c6 thé khang khang nhu vay. Néu phia kiém sat khong chi ra
duwgc phwong thitc ha doc, tham phan danh phdi chap nhan 16i gidi thich cta
phia bién ho.”

“Do do, viéc gidi thich cach thuc hién la tuyét d6i can thiét. Xin néi cho
toi biét. Boi gidam dinh cling rat quan tam. C6 nguwdi con mudn theo téi dén
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hoi tién sinh.”

“Thé thi chét. Ngudi lién quan vGi cong an ma am am kéo dén thi that
rac roi.”

“Toi cling nghi vay nén mdi di mot minh. Ngoai ra chi c6 Kusanagi
thoi.”

“Thé thi doi cau ta da. Noi di n6i lai cung mot 10i giai thich cling phién
phitc 1am. Hon nita t6i c6 chuyén mudén xac nhan mot lan nita.” Yukawa
gio ngon tré 1én. “Hai ngudi... khong, y kién ca nhan cta c6 cling dugc. Co
nghi sao vé déng co cua vu an nay?”

“Pong co... theo t6i co thé la rac roi tinh cam.”

Yukawa tré moi to vé chan nan tridc cau tra 16i ctia Kaoru.

“Co noi gi thé? Binh phinh pho t6i bang cach néi triru twgng dy a? Mot
nguoi nao do yéu ai do, thu han thé nao dé roi giét chét nan nhan a? Khong
néi cu thé hon thi té6i khong hiéu dau.”

“T6i van dang twéng twgng thoi.”

“Thé la da. T6i ndi réi ma, y kién ca nhan ciing dugce.”

Ving, Kaoru ngugng ngung cui dau.

Co tiéng reo bao hiéu nuwdc soi tir may pha ca phé. Yukawa ditng day, lay
may chiéc c6c dat & bon riva. Vira nhin theo anh, Kaoru vira néi.

“To6i ding la van nghi ngd phu nhan Mashiba. Pong co la vi Mashiba
Yoshitaka phéan boi. T6i nghi, c6 ta quyét dinh sat hai chong khong chi vi
anh ta lay ly do khong thé c6 con dé doi ly hon, ma con vi biét duwgc doi
phuwong da co nguoi phu ntt khac.”

“Ttc 1a ra quyét dinh vao budi tdi c6 bita tiéc gia dinh a?” Yukawa rot ca
phé vao coc.

“T6i cho la quyét dinh cudi cung duwgc dwa ra vao dém hom dé. Nhung,
c6 thé co6 ta dd am muu trudec d6 khong lau. Ayane nhan ra moi quan hé
gitta Yoshitaka va Wakayama Hiromi. Tham chi doan ra viéec Wakayama
Hiromi c6 thai. Phdi chang 10i tuyén b6 chia tay cua Yoshitaka chinh la don
bay?”
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Yukawa cam hai coc ca phé bang hai tay, dat mot coc xudng tredc mat
Kaoru.

“Nguoi phu nit tén la Tsukui Junko thi sao? Khong lién quan gi dén vu
an a? Hom nay Kusanagi ciing vi viéc lién quan dén chuyén dé ma di 13y
thong tin dang khong?”

Réat c6 kha nang Tsukui Junko va Mashiba Ayane tirng quen biét nhau.
Kaoru cho Yukawa biét thong tin nay ngay khi vira dén day hom nay.

“Tat nhién khong phai la khong lién quan. T6i cho rang thach tin dwoc
dung dé gdy an va loai Tsukui st dung dé tu sat la mot. Mot ngudi tirng
than thiét v&i Tsukui Junko nhw phu nhan Ayane sé cé co hoi dé lay dugc
no.”

Yukawa cam c6c ca phé 1én, nhin Kaoru mot cach ky la.

“Sau do thi sao?”

“Sau do thi sao...?”

“Sy lién quan ctia c6 géi c6 tén Tsukui Junko chi thé thdi a? Khong dinh
dang gi dén dong co gay an?”

“Chuyén d6 thi t6i chwa...”

Yukawa cuwdi nhat roi nhap ca phé.

“Néu thé thi t6i chwa thé ndi ra thu thuat gay an r6i.”

“Vi sao thé?”

“Co chua nhan ra ban chat vu an. Cho nguwdi nhw vay biét thi vé cung
nguy hiém.”

“Ttrc la tién sinh nhan ra a?”

“Nhiéu hon c6.”

Kaoru nam chat hai ban tay trirng mat nhin Yukawa, ding ldc d6 vang
1én tiéng go ctra.

“Good morning. Co6 1€ anh ta nam dwgc ban chét vu an roi ddy.” Yukawa
néi roi dirng 1én, bwdc vé phia canh ctra.
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Kusanagi vira di vao phong, Yukawa da hoi vé két qua thu thap thong tin.
Tuy boi roi nhung Kusanagi van ké lai nhitng gi nghe dwoc tir Ikai.

“Nguoi bat chuyén trwdc la Mashiba Yoshitaka. Suy luan cia Utsumi
cho rang phu nhan lgi dung bita tiéc xem mat dé tiép can Mashiba
Yoshitaka thé 1a sup d6.” Kusanagi vira néi vira liéc sang nit cong an dan
em.

“Khong dén mtc suy luan. Téi chi néi la cé kha nang.”

“Thé a? Nhung ma kha nang d6 bién mat réi. Van deé la gio thi co nghi
sao?” Kusanagi nhin Utsumi va hoi.

Mot coc ca phé chia ra treéc mat anh. Ca phé do Yukawa pha.

“Cam on,” Kusanagi néi va don lay no.

“Cach nghi ctia ciu thi sao?” Yukawa héi tiép. “Néu chdp nhan cau
chuyén cua anh luat su Tkai dé thi phu nhan va Mashiba da gap nhau lan
dau tién & bira tiéc dy. Tém lai, chuyén ngudi yéu cii cia Mashiba tirng la
ban thdn cia phu nhan don gian chi la ngau nhién. Nhwr vay c6 dugc
khong?”

Kusanagi khong tra 16i ngay ma dwa ca phé 1én miéng. Anh sap xép lai
suy nghi cua minh.

“Cau c6 ve khong tin twdng cau chuyén cua luat su?”

“T6i khong nghi Ikai néi d6i.” Kusanagi dap. “Tuy nhién, khéng c6 can
ctt cho thdy nhitng gi anh ta noéi la that.”

“Cé nghia 1a?”

Kusanagi ngitng mot hoi treeée khi néi tiép. “Co thé chi la dién kich.”

“Dién kich?”

“Vé& kich cho thdy ho gap nhau lan dau. Hai ngwoi da quan hé tw trwdc
r6i nhuwng lai mudn gidu chuyén dé nén mdi tao ra tinh hudng gap go & bita
tiéc. Tkai dwgc dan dén dé dong vai tro nguwdi lam chitng. Néu nghi nhu vay
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thi hoan toan hgp ly. Cam thay tdm dau y hgp nhd vao chiéc 6p dién thoai
dat trén quay rwou, nghi thé nao ciing thdy khong binh thuong.”

“Tuyét voi,” doi mat Yukawa sang lén. “T6i hoan toan tan thanh. Héi thi
y kién cia phu nit xem sao,” anh nhin vé phia Utsumi Kaoru.

Co cling gat dau.

“T6i nghi la hoan toan c6 thé. Nhung vi sao ho lam nhw vay?”

“Chinh 1a ch6é d6. Tai sao hai nguoi lai can dién kich?” Yukawa nhin
Kusanagi. “Cau nghi sao vé diém nay?”

“Ly do rat don gian. Vi ho khong thé tiét 16 chuyén thue sy xdy ra.”

“Chuyén thyc sy xay ra?”

“La duyén cé thyc sy khién ho quen nhau. T6i doan c6 thé ho biét nhau
qua Tsukui Junko. Nhuwng ho ngai khéng mudn cong bo chuyén dé. Du sao
thi c6 gai ay cling la ngudi yéu cili cia Mashiba Yoshitaka. Do d6, ho mudn
dung nén cau chuyén gap god trong mot co hoi hoan toan khac. Vi vay mai
1gi dung bita tiéc xem mat.”

Yukawa bung ngon tay.

“Suy luan rat hay. Khong c6 gi dé phan bac. Vay thi hai ngudi thue ra da
quen nhau khi nao? Khong, khong phai nhw vay, méi quan hé tr& nén sau
sac tir bao gio' m@i 1a diéu quan trong. Cu thé hon la trwedc hay sau vu ty sét
cua Tsukui Junko?”

C6 vé Utsumi Kaoru vira hit mét hoi that sau. C6 ngo6i thang lung, mat
nhin xody vao Yukawa.

“Y anh 13, Tsukui Junko t sat 1a do Mashiba va phu nhan Ayane qua lai
v0i nhau a?”

“Néu nghi nhw vay cling hgp ly ding khéng? Cung ltic ca ngwoi yéu va
ban than phéan bgi. C6 thé hinh dung dé la mét ct séc dang ké.”

Nghe nhitng 16i Yukawa ndi, Kusanagi cdm thdy tam hon minh dang
chim vao boéng t6i. Anh khong cho rang suy ludn cta ban minh la bat
thwong. T lic nghe Ikai ndi chuyén, suy nghi dy da thap thoang xuat hién
trong dau anh roi.
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“Néu thé thi y nghia cta bita tiéc coi mat cang rd rang hon nita nhi.”
Utsumi Kaoru néi. “Du cé dé 10 moi quan hé gitta Mashiba va Tsukui
Junko véi ngwoi khac, hon nita nguwdi ta cé biét phu nhan Ayane tirng la
ban than di nita, mot khi da c6 nhan chirng la anh Ikai thi ho cling nghi viéc
hai nguwdi hen ho don gian chi la ngau nhién va khong két noi véi chuyén
Tsukui ty sat vai thang tredc do.”

“Pugc day. B6 chinh xac trong suy luan da tang dang ké.” Yukawa gat
dau vé thoa man.

“Co xac nhan vgi phu nhan dwgc khong?” Utsumi Kaoru nhin Kusanagi.

“Néi gi dé xac nhan day?”

“Chang han nhw, anh Kusanagi dwa ra cuén sach tranh minh tim dwoc thi
sao? N6 c6 vé tdm tham c6 mot khong hai trén thé gidi. Néu khéng quen
biét phu nhan thi khéng thé lam dwoc.”

Kusanagi lac dau.

“Phu nhan sé trd 10i thé nay: T6i khong biét, t6i khong nhd gi ca.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Cho dén gio co dy van lién tuc che gidu. Ca chuyén ngudi yéu cii cia
Mashiba Yoshitaka va viéc co gai do tirng la ban than minh. T6i khong nght
c6 thé danh sip vé boc do chi bang cach dwa ra cuon sach tranh. Nhw vay
chi cho c6 ay biét ta c6 gi trong tay ma thoi.”

“T6i cling dong y vdi Kusanagi.” Yukawa lai gan ban cd, cam ldy mot
quan mau den. “Néu ta don dudi hung tha nay thi phai x ly dit khoat mot
lan th6i. Chi can cham mot chut thi e rang vinh vién khong thé chiéu
twéng.”

Kusanagi nhin ngwoi ban hoc gia.

“Cau muon néi co ay diang la thu pham?”

Nhung Yukawa khong tra 10i, anh ng6 lo r6i dirng day.

“DPiéu quan trong la tr bay gid co. Néu vg chong Mashiba cé qua khi
nhw vay thi né sé két noi nhw thé nao vGi vu an nay? Hodc 13, cé sy lién
quan nao khac ngoai chat doc thach tin hay khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pitng & vi tri cia phu nhan thi, da yéu Mashiba dén mitc don ban than
dén noi ty sat, vdy ma con bi anh ta phan bdi, phai chang cang cam thay
khong thé tha thit cho Mashiba dugc?” Utsumi Kaoru néi véi vé tram tu.

“Hop ly. Tam ly ay khong cé gi kho hiéu.” Yukawa gat dau.

“Khong, néu la c6 ay thi sé suy nghi kiéu khac,” Kusanagi néi. “Phan bdi
ngwoi ban than trwdc day roi cwdp ngudi yéu cta cd ay. Cho nén bay gio
mdi bi trg 1y ciia minh phéan bdi va cuwép chong. Nhw thé day.”

“Nhan nao qua nay a? Vi thé phu nhan sé chap nhan bé cudc va khong
thtt han chong ciing nhu tinh nhan cta anh ta. Y anh 1a thé a?”

“Khong phai vay nhung...”

“Nghe cac cau néi toi méi dé y mot diéu,” Yukawa ditng quay lung truée
tam bang den, nhin ca hai ngudi. “Vi sao Mashiba Yoshitaka lai chuyén twr
Tsukui Junko sang phu nhan Ayane?”

“Pon gian la thay long doi da...” N6i dén do6 thi Utsumi Kaoru dua tay
1én miéng. “Khong, sai roi...”

“Um sai r6i.” Kusanagi néi. “C6 khi ndo 1a do khong thé cé con?
Mashiba Yoshitaka van c6 tv twdéng sé két hon néu doi phwong cé thai.
Nhung dwong nhw khong thé c6 nén mdi chuyén qua doi twgng khac.
Khong sai!”

“Ttw nhitng gi ching ta duwgc nghe dén thoi diém nay thi c6 vé ding nhw
vay. Thé thi, khi &y phu nhan Ayane c6 hiéu viéc dé khong nhi? Ttc 1a,
Mashiba chia tay v&i Tsukui Junko va chon minh la vi hy vong minh c6 thé
dé dang sinh con?”

“Piéu do...” Kusanagi ngadp ngung.

“T6i nghi khéng cé chuyén dé dau.” Utsumi Kaoru n6i bang giong ca
quyét. “Khong cé ngudi phu nit nao vui vé véi lwa chon nhw vay. Néu phu
nhan Mashiba nhan ra diéu dé thi c6 1€ la ngay trwdc khi cugi. Toi nghi la
vao lic ho giao wdc sé chia tay néu khong thé cé con trong vong mot nam.”

“T6i cling nghi thé. Bugc roi, vay ta thir xét thém mot dong co nita. Luc
nay Utsumi c6 noi si phan boi cia Mashiba la dong co, nhung hanh vi ctia
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anh ta c6 thue sy 1a phan boi hay khéng? Da qua mét ndam réi nhung vg van
chwa c6 thai nén ly hén dé dén v6i mot phu nit khac, d6 khong phai chi la
thue hién ding nhu giao wéc ngay tir khi mai két hon a?”

“Pung thé nhung vé mat tam ly thi d6 khong phai chuyén c6 thé chap
nhan.”

Yukawa mim cwdi khi Utsumi Kaoru noi nhu vay.

“Tém lai, c6 thé néi khac di nhw sau: Trong trudng hgp phu nhén
Mashiba la thu pham thi dong co la khong mudn thyc hién giao wéc vdéi
chong. Cé duwgc khong?”

“Co vé dung.”

“Cau dinh noi gi?” Kusanagi nhin nguoi ban than.

“Hay xét dén tdm ly ctia phu nhan trwedc khi két hon. Cé ay chap nhan
giao wdc do vai suy nghi nhu thé nao? Lac quan rang sé c6 thai trong vong
mot nam a? Hay 13, cho rang néu khong c6 thai thi chong minh cling chang
16i giao w6c do ra?”

“Toi nghi la ca hai.” Utsumi Kaoru noi.

“Pugc r6i. Vay toi héi cd, vi don gidn nghi rang khong mang thai ciing
chdng sao nén phu nhan chang buén di kham a?”

“Pi kham?” Utsumi Kaoru nhiu mau.

“Tw nhitng gi ching ta biét dén gid thi trong mt nam qua, phu nhan
khong diéu tri v6 sinh. Toi nghi la, néu da c6 giao wéc nhuw vay, cham nhat
thi vai thang sau khi két hon, bat dau di kham phu khoa ciing khong c6 gi
la.”

“Phu nhan c6 noéi v6i Wakayama Hiromi la viéc diéu tri vo sinh mat
nhiéu thoi gian nén hai vg chéng ngay tir dau da khong tinh dén...”

“Po la Mashiba thoi. Néu phai lam viéc phién phirc nhw thé thi doi vo
cho nhanh. Nhung phia phu nhan thi sao? Puwong nhién sé tim moi cach c6
thé chi?”

“Néi vay cling ding.” Kusanagi 1am bam.
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“V1 sao phu nhan lai khong c6 y dinh di kham? Chia khéa cua vu an nay
nam & do.” Yukawa dwa ngén tay 1én stra lai vi tri cia mat kinh. “Thtr nghi
xem. Néu mot ngudi c6 ca tién va thoi gian, can dén bénh vién nhung lai
khong di, 1y do sé la gi?”

Kusanagi nghi ngoi. Anh thtt ddt minh vao cdm xuc ctia Ayane. Nhung
anh khong tim dugc dap an nao cho cau hoi caa Yukawa.

Chot Utsumi Kaoru bat ngo dirng day.

“V1 c6 di cling vo ich... phai khong?”

“Vo ich? La sao cg?” Kusanagi hoi.

“V1i biét c6 di kham cling khong c6 tac dung. Lic d6 nguoi ta sé khong
dén bénh vién.”

“Pung la nhr vay.” Yukawa no6i. “Phu nhan von biét minh c6 di kham
cling v6 ich. Vi thé méi khong di. Suy luan nhw vay la hop 1y nhat.”

“Ttc 1a co dy... phu nhan Ayane bi v6 sinh a?”

“Phu nhan da ngoai 30 r6i. Chac khéng cé chuyén chwa tirng di kham
phu khoa. Phdi chang bac si da cho biét la co thé minh khong thé mang
thai? Néu vay thi c6 dén bénh vién ciing vd nghia. Khéng nhitng thé, c6 thé
con 16 ra v6i chong 1a minh bi vo sinh.”

“Cho da. Thé thi, du biét khong thé mang thai nhung c6 ay van giao wéc
nhu vay a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Pung thé. Tom lai, hy vong cudi cung ctia c6 dy chi c6 trwong hop
ngwoi chong huy giao wdc. Tuy nhién hién thyc khong dién ra nhu vay.
Anh ta dinh lam theo giao wéc. Vi thé co ay quyét dinh giét chéng. Roi, &
day t6i muon héi hai nguwdi. Rot cudc la co dy tinh chuyén giét chéng ti Iic
nao?”

“Pa nobi la do m6i quan hé giita Mashiba Yoshitaka va Wakayama
Hiromi...”

“Khong, sai r6i.” Utsumi Kaoru cat 161 Kusanagi. “Néu xac dinh sé giét
chong trong treong hop anh ta lam theo giao wdc thi quyét tam dé phai c6
tir thoi diém giao hen.”
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“To6i da cho cau tra 10i nay.” Yukawa tr¢d lai vé nghiém tuc. “Tém lai la
thé nay. Phu nhan Ayane du doan trudc dong co giét chong sé hinh thanh
trong vong mot nam. Co6 nghia 14, tai thoi diém dé cling c6 thé da chuan bi
san cho viéc sat hai.”

“Chuan bi cho viéc sat hai?” Kusanagi trgn tritng mat.

Yukawa nhin utsumi Kaoru. “Khi nay c6 da cho t6i biét nhan dinh cta t6
giam dinh. Cach bo chat doc vao thiét bi loc nwdc chi cé mot thoi, thao ong
nuwédc ra dé cho thach tin vao r6i lai lap vao, ding khong? Bén giam dinh
néi khong sai dau. Bung la nhw thé. Thu pham da dung cach do6 dé cho chat
doc vao tit mot nam trudc.”

“Khong thé nao...” Kusanagi khong cat thanh 10i.

“Nhung néu lam thé thi khong thé st dung thiét bi loc nwéc.” Utsumi
Kaoru noi.

“Pung thé. Phu nhan khong dung thiét bi loc trong su6t mot nam.”

“Thé thi khong dung. Béi vi 16i loc cta thiét bi c6 dau hiéu da qua s
dung.”

“Vét tich dé6 khong phdi ctia mot nam nay. D6 la cai dwgc gan tr mot
nam tredc.” Yukawa mé ngan kéo ban, 14y ra mét to tai liéu. “T6i cé nho
c6 tim hiéu ma san pham cua 16i loc diing khong? T6i bdo ma hang vGi nha
san xuat dé héi xem noé c6 trén thi tredng tir bao gio. Pap an la hai nam veé
tredc. Toi cling dugce cho hay, khéng thé c6 chuyén 16i loc dugc thay mot
nam trude lai c6 ma san pham dy. Co6 1€ tha pham sau khi nho thay 16i cta
thiét bi loc da ngay 1ap titc ty gan lai 16i cti. Chac han da tinh dén tinh
huong thu doan bi 16 tdy néu 16i con mdi tinh. Va do 1a ldac thach tin dugc
bo vao.”

“Khong thé nao.” Kusanagi néi ting tiéng kho khoc. “Khong thé co
chuyén nhu vay. Bé chat doc vao tit mt nam trwde roi sau do khong heé
dung dén thiét bi loc... khong thé thé dugc. Du co6 dy khéng dung nhung
nguoi khac c6 thé van st dung co ma? Khong thé lam mét viéc nguy hiém
nhw thé.”
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“Putng la mot cach rat nguy hiém. Nhung c6 dy da lam dugc.” Yukawa
lanh lung néi. “Sudt mot nam qua, tuyét déi khéng ra ngoai néu chong &
nha, khong ai c6 thé lai gan thiét bj loc. Ngay ca khi tiéc tung tai nha cling
mot minh ndu nwéng. Thwdng xuyén mua san nwdc dong chai dé tranh viéc
khong du nwdc uéng. Tat ca déu la nhitng no lyc dé hoan tat tha thuat nay.”

Kusanagi lac dau. Rat nhiéu lan.

“Viéc dién r6 nhu thé... khong thé nao. Khong thé c6 chuyén d6. Khong
thé c6 nguwoi hanh dong nhu vay.”

“Khong, c6 thé chit.” Utsumi Kaoru néi. “T6i da tim hiéu cudc séng sau
hén nhan cta vg chong ho theo yéu cau cua tién sinh Yukawa. Ciling héi
Wakayama Hiromi rat ky. T6i khong biét muc dich cua viéc dé6 nhung gio
thi da hiéu roi. Tién sinh mudn xac nhan xem ngoai phu nhan ra, con ai cé
co hoi dong tdi may loc nwdc hay khong.”

“Pung vay. Yéu to then chot 1a hanh dong lic Mashiba nghi & nha. Phu
nhan ngoi & ghé s6-pha trong phong khach va khau khau ghép vai ca ngay.
Toi da vao ngo6i nha doé roi nén biét. Cung véi viéc khau khau ghép vai, c6
ay canh giac khong dé chong buwéc vao can bép.”

“P0i trad. D6 1a san pham twdng twong cia cau.” Kusanagi néi nhw dang
rén ri.

“Veé ly thi chang con cach nao khéac ca. Chi c6 thé néi do la sitc manh
cta sy co chdp dang kinh ngac va mét y chi dang sg.”

Noi dé6i, Kusanagi lap di lap lai. Nhung giong néi &y moi Iic mot yéu 6t.

Khéng nhé vao lic nao, Ikai da néi thé nay vé sy hy sinh ctia Ayane.

“Co0 ay hoan héo trong vai tro nguwdi vo. Bo tit ca cong viéc bén ngoai dé
chuyén tdm cho gia dinh. Nhitng lic Mashiba & nha, c6 ay chi ngo6i lam
khau ghép vai trén ghé so-pha trong phong khach va luén san sang cham
soc cho chong.”

Hon nita, Kusanagi con nhd ra cau chuyén duwgc nghe ¢ nha cha me cua
Ayane. Cha me c6 cho biét, Ayane vén khong giéi nau nwéng, dén truée
khi cudi méi voi vang di hoc nau an dé nang cao tay nghe.
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Néu nghi moi viéc déu la phwong sach dé khong ai c6 thé budc vao gian
bép thi hoan toan hgp ly.

“Vay la néu phu nhan mu6n giét Mashiba thi khong can lam gi dac biét
nhi.” Utsumi Kaoru ndi.

“Pung thé. Khong lam gi cting dugc. Chi can ra khéi nha dé chong ¢ mot
minh la dwgce. Khong, cé lam mot viéc duy nhat. D6 la do di vai chai nuwéc
trong s6 dd mua san. SO con lai chi con mét, hai chai thoi ding khong?
Khong c6 gi xdy ra khi Mashiba uéhg nwéc. Lan dau tién pha ca phé chac
cling dung nudc déng chai. Nhwng khi ty pha lan thit hai, anh ta da dung
nuwdc caa thiét bi loc. Co 1€ vi chi con mot chai nwéc khoang cudi cung nén
muon tiét kiém chang? Cudi cung thi chat doc dugc sap dat tir mot nam
trwdc cling dén lic phat huy uy lwc.” Yukawa cam lay coc ca phé trén mat
ban. “Suét m6t nam nay, phu nhan cé thé giét Mashiba bat cit ldc nao.
Ngoai ra con lién tuc chi y tir viéc nhé nhat dé anh ta khong mac sai lam
ma udng phai chat doc. Thwong thi nguwdi ta hao tam tén sitc dé tim cach
giét ngudi. Nhung tha pham lan nay thi nguwoc lai. Doc toan bo stre lwc cho
viéc khong giét nguwdi. Khong c6 thu pham nao nhw thé. Tt c6 chi kim, tw
dong sang tay déu khong c6. Vé mat ly luan thi c6 thé nhung khong thé
nghi dén trong thuc té. Vi thé td6i mdi goi la dap an do.”

Utsumi Kaoru budc ra tredc mdt Kusanagi.

“Chung ta khan treong yéu cau phu nhan Ayane di theo dé hop tac diéu
tra thoi.”

“Cé6 chitng c¢ khong? Chitng ¢t cho thdy co dy da dung thu thuat do?”

Nha vat ly hoc lién g& kinh r6i ddt né 1én ban.

“Khong c6 chitng ctt. Khong thé c6 dugc.”

Utsumi Kaoru kinh ngac quay sang nhin anh. “That a?”

“Co thtt nghi ma xem, do la diéu dwong nhién. Néu lam mot viéc gi do
thi sé lwu lai vét tich. Nhung c6 ta khong lam gi ca. Khong lam gi hét chinh
la phwong thitc giét nguwdi. Thé thi c6 mudn tim dau vét hanh dong cta co6
ta cling v6 ich. Vat chitng duy nhat la thach tin dugc tim thay trong thiét bi
loc nhwng chi nhw thé thi khéng da dé lam ching c, khi ndy chinh co
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Utsumi da giai thich r6i. Ma san pham trén 16i loc ciing chi da lam bang
chitng tinh huéng. Tém lai, chithg minh c6 ay da dung tha thuat dé, trong
thue té 1a khong thé.”

“Sao co...” Utsumi Kaoru cam nin.

“Nén t6i ndi tir trede roi. Bay la mat toi ac hoan hdo.”
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Kaoru dang sap xép tai liéu trong phong hop tai tru s¢@ Meguro, Mamiya
vira tt* bén ngoai tré vé lién ra hiéu cho c6 bang anh mat. Cé ding day, di
ra gap ong.

“T6i vira trao do6i vGi trudng phong vé vu do.” Mamiya ngbi xuong ghé
roi noéi. Vé mat khong dwgc twoi tinh.

“Lénh bat thi sao?”

Mamiya khé lac dau.

“V&i tinh hinh hién tai thi khong thé. Qua thiéu cac dit liéu dé xac dinh
thu pham. Suy luan cta gido su Galileo van an twgng nhu moi khi nhung
néu khong c6 chitng cit nao thi khong thé tién hanh khai t6.”

“That thé a?” Kaoru 1t rii. Bing nhv Yukawa da noi.

“Trwdng phong va can bd quan ly déu rat dau dau. Sap dat chat doc tw
mot nam trude roi nod Iwc khong dé nan nhan uéng cho dén thoi khac quyét
dinh, dé la hanh vi pham t6i kiéu gi khong biét. T6i cam thdy ca hai déu
ban tin ban nghi. Khong, n6i that thi t6i cling vay. Pung la chi c6 thé nghi
dén cau tra 16i nhw vay nhung ké ca thé thi cting rat kho tin. T6i ct nghi do
la chuyén khong thé.”

“T0i cting khong tin dugc luc vira nghe tién sinh Yukawa noi.”

“C6 nhitng ngwoi nghi ra dugc nhitng chuyén hoan toan khong tuweng.
Ayane da vay ma ca gido su suy luan ra dugc chuyén do ciing thé. Khong
hiéu b6 6c ho cau tao kiéu gi.” Mamiya nhan nhé. “Van chwa biét suy luan
cta gido su c6 ding hay khong nita. Mot khi chira 1am sang té duwgce thi van
chwa thé ra tay v6i Mashiba Ayane.”

“Vé phia Tsukui Junko thi sao? Bén giam dinh da kiém tra nha cha me c6
ay & Hiroshima r6i phai khong?”

Mamiya gat dau.

“Pa gti cai lon rong tirng chiva thach tin dén SPring-8. Tuy vay, gia s
phat hién c6 thach tin va né giong hét loai dugc dung trong vu an nay thi
van khong dung lam chitng ci¢ ¢6 tinh quyét dinh dwgc. Khong, tham chi né
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con khong thé la bang chitng tinh hudng. Tsukui Junko la ngudi yéu cii caa
Mashiba Yoshitaka nén hoan toan c6 kha nang chinh Mashiba la nguoi git?
thach tin.”

Kaoru thé hat ra.

“Rot cudc thi cai gi mdi dung lam chitng ¢t dwgc chit? Hay cho toi biét
can c6 nhitng gi di! Néu chi ra cho t6i thi cach nao t6i cling tim duoc.
Khong €, dung nhu tién sinh Yukawa noi, day la mot ti ac hoan hao u?”

Mamiya nhan mat.

“Ding c6 16n tiéng stia nhang 1én. Lam thé nao thi chitng minh dugc
hanh vi pham t6i a? Chang phai khong biét nén méi dau dau hay sao? Lic
nay chi co6 thiét bi loc c6 thé tam goi la tang chitng. La vi da tim thay thach
tin. Cai nang cao gid tri vat chitng ctia né chinh 1a yéu t6 quyét dinh. Y kién
clia cac sép day.”

Kaoru bat gidc can mo6i. C¢ nhw thé c6 vira nghe dugc tuyén bo thua
cudc.

“Pirng c6 lam bd mat dé. Téi khong bd cudc dau. Chac chan sé tim duoc
gi do. Cai goi la t0i ac hoan hao dau co6 thue hién dwgc mot cach dé dang
nhu vay.”

Kaoru im lang gat dau r6i lai cdi chao Mamiya va roi khéi d6. Nhung co
khong dong tinh vdi y kién ctia cap trén.

Pau c6 thyc hién duge mot cach dé dang nhw vay - c6 lai tin minh hiéu.
Bdi vi diéu Mashiba Ayane da lam khé dén d6 nguwoi binh thuwdng sé noéi la
khong thé nén co e rang dé sé la mot toi ac hoan hao.

Quay lai cho ngoi, c6 lién 1y dién thoai di dong ra kiém tra tin nhan. Hy
vong c6 tin bdo mot két qua nao dé tr Kusanagi. Nhung gtti dén c6 chi c6
tin nhan cua me.
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Pén quan nudc nhw da hen, anh thdy Wakayama Hiromi da & d6. Kusanagi
vOi tién lai gan.

“Xin 16i vi dé c6 cho.”

“Khong sao, t6i cling vira mdi dén.”

“That sy xin 16i vi lam phién c6 hét lan nay t&i lan khac. T6i sé c6 gang
két thic nhanh thoi.”

“Anh khong can qua ban tam. Bay gio khong lam viéc nén riéng thoi
gian thi t0i ludn c6.” Wakayama Hiromi khé cuoi.

So vdi lan cudi gap nhau, c6 thé thay sac mat c6 t6t hon tredc. Kusanagi
doan c6 da lay lai tinh than.

Phuc vu ban tién dén, Kusanagi goi ca phé. “Co udng sita nhi?” Anh hoi
Wakayama Hiromi.

“Khong, cho t6i nwéc chanh.” Co dap.

Nguoi phuc vu quay di, Kusanagi cudi vGi co va noi.

“Xin 16i. Vi t6i nhé lan tredc c6 udng sira.”

Co gat dau.

“Khong han 1a t6i thich sita dau. Vi lai, hién gio t6i dang co6 gang han
ché udng sira bo.”

“0O... c6 ly do nao khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi nghiéng dau.

“Co6 bat budc phai trd 16i cau hoi ti mi nhw vay khéng?”

“A, khong, khong can dau!” Kusanagi xua tay. “Nghe c0 ndi la c6 thoi
gian nén toi dong dai chut thoi. Vay toi vao noi dung chinh nhé. Hom nay
toi muon héi vé can bép cua gia dinh Mashiba. Co c6 biét & do c6 thiét bi
loc nwéc gan vao duwong 6ng khong?”

“Toi biét.”

“Co da dung n6 bao gio chwa?”

“Chwa.” Wakayama Hiromi tréa 16i rat ro rang.
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“Co tra 101 ngay nhi. T6i thay binh thwong c6 sé suy nghi mét chut.”

“B@i vi,” 0 ndi, “toi hiém khi buwdc chan vao bép. Ciing chwa tirng giup
co gido nau an. Vi thé nén chwa ti'ng dong tdi thiét bi loc. T6i nhd cling no6i
v&i 6 Utsumi r6i. Toi chi vao bép khi co gido nho pha ca phé hoac tra thoi.
Va ciing chi trong treong hop ¢ gido dang ndu nwéng khong thé ngoi tay.”

“Vay c6 co6 ting ¢ trong bép mot minh khéng?”

Wakayama Hiromi c6 vé canh giac.

“T6i khong hiéu y do cta cau héi ay.”

“C0 khong hiéu ciing dwgc. C6 nhd xem cé lan nao minh & trong bép
mot minh hay khong?”

Hiromi cau may suy nghi mot 14t ro6i nhin Kusanagi.

“C6 18 la khong. T6i van nghi minh khong dwoc vao bép néu khong xin
phép co giao.”

“Co ay noi la khong dwoc ty y vao dé a?”

“Khong ndi ro rang nhw vay nhung tdi cé cam giac ay. Véi lai, nguoi ta
van noi can bép la thanh tri ctia nguwoi vg phai khong?”

“Pung la nhu vay.”

D6 udng dugc mang tdi. Wakayama Hiromi dé lat chanh ndi trén tach tra
va bat dau uéng mét cach ngon lanh. Biéu cdm ay c6 gi d6 day sic song.

Ngugc lai, trong long Kusanagi vo cting bu6n ba. Loi noi cua c6 cling co
thém cho suy luan cua Yukawa.

Anh nhdp m6t ngum ca phé réi ditng day. “Cam on c6 da hop tac.”

Wakayama Hiromi tron mat ngac nhién. “Xong r6i a?”

“Muc dich da hoan thanh. C6 ctt thong tha nhé.” Anh cam lay t& héa don
r6i huwéng ra cira.

Anh ra khoi quan, dang vay taxi thi dién thoai bao c6 cudc goi dén. La
Yukawa.

Cau ta c6 chuyén muodn trao doi vé thu thuat gay an.

“T'6i mudn khan trivong xac nhan. Cé thé gap nhau ¢ dau?”
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“Néu la viéc do thi t6i sap dén cho cau day. Nhung la gi vay? Viéc cau
muon xac nhan ay. Khong phai cau rat ty tin vao suy luan kia a?”

“Tat nhién la ty tin r6i. Chinh vi vy mdi can xac nhan. Bén day nhanh
hét sitc cé thé nhé.” Dut 161, Yukawa tat may.

Khodng ba mwoi phut sau, Kusanagi da budc qua canh cong truedong dai hoc
Teito.

“Gia st tha thuat gay an n6i hom truéc dugc st dung thi sau khi nhin lai
vu an nay, c6 mot viéc khién téi vo cung ban khoan. Biét dau lai cé ich cho
viéc diéu tra ctia cac cau nén to6i mdi khan treeong lién lac.” Vira nhin thay
Kusanagi, Yukawa da bat dau noi.

“Co vé dac biét quan trong nhi?”

“Rat quan trong. Vi thé, t6i mudn xac nhan vGi cau mot viéc vao lic phu
nhan Ayane vé nha lan dau tién sau khi vu an xdy ra. Chac chan lic dy c6 di
cung cac cau.”

“Pung thé, t6i va Utsumi dwa c6 ay vé nha.”

“Co ay lam gi trwde tien?” Yukawa hoi.

“Trudc tien a? Do la, xem hién truvong...”

Yukawa lac dau ra chiéu buc boi.

“Chac chan co ta di vao bép. Lay nudc tv dwong ong trong bép. Khong
sai chu?”

Kusanagi giat minh. Quang canh ltic d6 hién lén song dong.

“Pung roi. bung la nhw vay. C6 ay da dung nuwée.”

“Dung cho cai gi? Theo suy luan cua t6i thi nhat dinh la mot lwgng nuwée
rat 16n.” Anh mét Yukawa l6e Ién.

“Twdi nwdc cho hoa. Co dy no6i nhin hoa héo hat nhw vay thi khong thé
ngoi yén. Co dy hitng nudc vao x06 roi twdi cho hoa ¢ ban cong tang hai.”

“Chinh n6.” Yukawa chi ngon tré vao Kusanagi.

“P6 la budc hoan tat thua thuat gy an.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Buwdc hoan tat tha thuat a?”

“Hay tht hinh dung tam ly cta thu pham. D€ chat doc trong thiét bi loc
r6i ra khoi nha. Bing nhv y mubn, déi twgng muc tiéu uéng nuwdc va tw
vong. Nhung khong thé yén tdam duwgc. Bdi vi trong thiét bi loc c6 thé con
du chat doc.”

Kusanagi bat giac ng6i thang day. “Pung thé that.”

“Ctt dé nhu vay thi rat nguy hiém doi vGi tha pham. Néu so say dé ai do
uong, thi e rang sé cé nan nhan thit hai. Pwong nhién la tha thuat gay an sé
10 tdy vGi cong an. Vi thé, tha pham phai tinh ké tiéu hay ching cit s6m
nhat c6 thé.”

“V1i thé nén mdi twdi nuwdce...”

“Luc do, nwdce co ta trit vao x6 chinh la nwdc tir thiét bi loc. Néu lién tuc
xa day mot x6 thi gan nhw hoan toan ritra sach lwgng thach tin bén trong.
Pén mitc khong thé phat hién néu khong nho sy gitip d& cua SPring-8. Tém
lai 13, 6 ta noéi la twdi nwdc nhung da dwong duwong hoan tat viéc tiéu hay
chitng c¥ ngay trvdc mat diéu tra vién cac cau.”

“La nhu thé a? Nudc do...”

“Néu con du nuwdc lic ay thi cé thé dung lam chitng c@.” Yukawa noi.
“Chi vdi viéc tim thay cac hat nhé thach tin bén trong thiét bi loc nwdc thi
khong du dé chitng minh tha thuat gdy an d6 phai khong? Nhung néu c6
thé chi ra rang, c6 mot lwgng nuwdc chia thach tin da dé gdy chét nguoi
duwgc 1ay ra tw thiét bi loc ding ngay xay ra vu an thi khi dé suy luan cua toi
sé dugc cung cb.”

“T6i vira noi roi, lwong nwéc dé da duge dem twdi hoa.”

“Cho nén hay nghién citu dat trong bon hoa va cac chau cay. SPring-8
chac chan sé tim ra thach tin. Luc do, cé thé van khé chitng minh thach tin
c6 trong nuwdc phu nhan mang twdi hoa nhung van c6 thé tré thanh mot
trong cac ching cuw.”

Co gi do vudng mac trong tam tri Kusanagi khi nghe Yukawa néi. C6 gi
d6 anh c6 thé nhé ra nhung lai khong nhé dugce, diéu gi d6 anh biét nhung
lai quén la minh biét.
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Ky tc d6 nhw mot noi dau roi bup vao suy nghi ctia anh. Kusanagi nin
thd nhin khuén mat Yukawa.

“Sao thé?” Yukawa hoi. “Mat t6i dinh gi a?”

“Khong,” Kusanagi lac dau. “Cau... khong, t6i c6 viéc nho cay pho gido
st Yukawa ctia truong dai hoc Teito. Loi nho cdy vGi tw cach mot diéu tra
vién thudc doi diéu tra so 1, cong an thu do.”

Yukawa ldy lai vé nghiém tic. Anh dwa ngén tay stra lai vi tri cia mat
kinh. “T0i nghe day.”
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Kaoru dirng lai trie6c canh cita. Khong cé gi thay doi, trén d6 van gan tam
bién dé “Anzu House”. Nhung Kusanagi cho biét, 16p hoc khau ghép vai
hau nhu dang trong tinh trang mé& ctta ma khong lam viéc.

Thay Kusanagi gat dau, Kaoru bam chudng goi ctra. Chd mot lat khong
thdy phéan hoi, c6 dat ngoén tay 1én nit bdm dinh nhan thém lan nita. Ding
lic dy thi c6 tiéng dap. “Vang.” bung la giong noi cia Ayane.

“T6i la Utsumi ctia cong an tha do6.” Kaoru ghé lai gan mic néi. Co co
gang khong dé hang xém xung quanh nghe thay.

“A... 6 Utsumi. C6 chuyén gi thé?” Tiéng tra 161 vong ra sau mot
thoang im lang.

“Qua that toi c6 viéc muoén hoi. Cé dugc khong a?” Lai im ang. Kaoru
hinh dung trong dau diéu bo suy tw ciia Ayane & bén kia dién thoai cira.

“T6i hiéu. T6i m& cira day.”

Kaoru va Kusanagi nhin nhau. Anh hoi ngwdc 1én. Co tiéng md khda,
sau do canh ctra dwgc mo ra.

Ayane c6 vé hoi ngac nhién khi trong thady Kusanagi. C6 1é c6 twéng
Utsumi dén mo6t minh.

Kusanagi nhin xuéng Ayane, cii dau chao. “Xin 16i vi dwong dot.”

“C6 ca anh Kusanagi a?” Ayane n@ nu cuoi. “Xin moi vao.”

“Khong, thuc ra thi...” Kusanagi néi. “Madi c6 di cung ching t6i dén tru
s@ Meguro.”

Nu cwoi trén khuoén mat Ayane bién mat. “Dén cho cong an a?”

“Vang. Chung t6i mudn tw tir hoi chuyén c6 & s@. Thuc ra thi c6 mot so
ndi dung hoi nhay cam.”

Ayane nhin Kusanagi bang anh nhin nhw da thau su6t. Kaoru ciing theo
anh mat dé nhin sang khuén mdt ctia cong an dan anh. Trong 4nh mat anh
c6 noi buon, luyén tiéc va ca sy thwong x6t. Chac anh cling muén Ayane
biét minh da dén day véi quyét tam rat 16n.
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“Thé a,” co dap. Poi mat da trd lai nét diu dang. “Néu vay thi toi sé di.
Nhung t6i can chut thoi gian chuan bi nén hai ngudi c6 thé doi trong nha
dwgc khong? Toi khong thodi mai néu dé nguwdi khac dgi bén ngoai.”

“T6i hiéu. Vay ching t6i xin phép.” Kusanagi tra 10i.

“Xin maoi,” Ayane lai m& rong ctra.

Bén trong can phong da dugc don sach sé. Co thé thdy mot s6 do dac va
dung cu da thay doi. Nhung chiéc ban 16n kiém ban thao tac dat chinh giita
can phong van con nguyén.

“Co khong treo tdm tham do6 a?” Kusanagi nhin 1én twong.

“Mai t6i van chura c6 thai gian.” Ayane dap.

“Thé a. Hoa tiét ay rat tuyét, t6i nghi treo lén thi dep lam. Giong nhw
thiét ké co6 trong cudn sach tranh vay.”

Ayane van mim cudi, nhin ngwoc lai anh. “Cam on.”

Kusanagi chuyén anh mat ra ban cong.

“Co mang hoa dén day a?”

Nghe anh héi, Kaoru ciling nhin theo. Pting la cé nhitng bong hoa nhiéu
mau sac bén ngoai ctra so.

“Vang, chi mot phan thoi.” Ayane tra 10i. “T6i nhd nguwdi bén cong ty
van chuyén mang dén.”

“Vay a. C6 van twdi nuwde cho ching phai khong?” Kusanagi nhin xuéng.
Ngay trude cira kinh ¢6 mot binh twdi ¢ 16n.

“Vang. Binh tudi d6 gitp toi rat nhiéu. Cam on anh.”

“Khong cé gi, c6 ich nhw vay thi t6t.” Kusanagi quay lai nhin Ayane.
“Pirng ban tam dén chung t6i, ¢ ¢ chuan bi di.”

“Vang,” Ayane gat dau r6i budc sang phong bén canh. Nhung c6 quay
dau lai trede khi mé cira.

“Pa tim dwoc gi roi a?”

“Y c6 1a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Co6 gi lién quan dén vu an... Sy that hodc chitng c nao dé. Vi da tim
duwgc diéu gi dé nén td6i mai bi cong an goi di phai khong?”
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Kusanagi liéc nhanh sang Kaoru r6i lai nhin Ayane. “Vang, ding la nhw
vay.”

“T6i to mo lam. Anh c6 thé cho toi biét da tim duwgc gi khong? Hay la,
néu khong dén cho cong an thi khong thé cho t6i biét?” Giong Ayane vui vé
nhw dang giuc gia anh ké mot cau chuyén thu vi.

Kusanagi hoi cup mat roi cat 10i sau mot thoang im lang.

“Pa ro chat doc dugc sap dat & dau. Tw nhiéu danh gia cé tinh khoa hoc,
c6 thé suy luan dé la bén trong thiét bi loc nwéc, chac chan la thé.”

Kaoru quan sat k§ khuén mat Ayane nhung biéu cam cta c6 khong gon
chit dao dong. Co tiép tuc nhin Kusanagi bang d&nh mat trong vat.

“Thé a? bat vao thiét bi loc nwdc d6?” Giong ndi cling khong hé nao
nung.

“Van deé la cach thitc cho chat doc vao thiét bi loc. Xét tir trang thai cua
né thi chi c6 mot cach. Va nhw vav da thu hep duwgc doi twgng tinh nghi.
Chi con mot nguoi.” Kusanagi cham chu nhin Ayane. “Vi vay chung toi
mai co di cung.”

Do6i ma Ayane hoi tng hong. Nhung nu cuwdi trén mo6i van khong bién
mat.

“Co6 chitng ctt cho thay chat doc dugce cho vao thiét bi loc khong?”

“Két qua phan tich ti mi da phat hién thach tin. Cé diéu, chi nhw vay
khong thé goi la chitng ci&. Du sao, néu tha pham bé chat doc vao thi cling
phai tr mot nam trwdc. Chat doc do phat tac vao ding ngay xdy ra vu an,
tirc la su6t mot nam thiét bi loc nwdc khong hé duwgc st dung, thach tin dat
bén trong khong hé chdy ra ngoai. D6 la diéu can chitng minh.”

Do6i mi dai cia Ayane lay dong. Kaoru nhin thay phan tng dé khi nghe
dén cum tr “mot nam truedc”.

“Vay, co chitng minh dugc khong?”

“Co khong bat ngo nhi.” Kusanagi néi. “Thu pham dat chat doc tr mot
nam trudc, lan dau tién nghe suy luan nay, téi con khong tin vao tai minh.”

“Toan chuyén bat ngd nén t6i khong kip thé hién cam xuc.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vay a.”

Kusanagi nhin Kaoru ra hiéu. Co ldy ra tir trong cdp ctia minh mat tudi ni-
16ng.

Khoanh khac do, lan dau tién nu cwoi trén mo6i Ayane vut tat. Co vé co
da nhan ra vat bén trong tui.

“Chac chan co biét day la céi gi dung khong?” Kusanagi néi. “Cai lon
rong tredc day co van dung dé twdi nwdc. Phan day c6 16 dugce tao bang
khoan.”

“Cai do, khong phai anh da bé...”

“Toi da git n6. Hon nita con khong rira.” Kusanagi mim cwoi nhung
ngay sau do quay lai vé nghiem tic. “Co con nhd Yukawa khong? Nguoi
ban la nha vat 1y hoc cua t6i dy. T6i dd nho cau dy kiém tra cai lon rong nay
¢ truong. Theo két luan thi thach tin da duwgc tim thay. Hon nita, sau khi
nghién citu cac thanh phan khac thi xac minh dwgc la da c6 nuwdce trong thiét
bi loc & nha c6 chay qua. T6i van nhé r6 lan cudi cung cai lon nay dugc s
dung. Co twdi nwdc cho hoa & tang hai. Lic &y Wakayama Hiromi dén nén
viéc twdi bi gian doan. Sau lan do, cai lon nay khong con dwoc st dung.
Bai vi toi da mua binh twdi. N6 dugce cho vao ngan kéo ban cua toi va
khong dugc dung dén nita.”

Ayane m@ to mat ngac nhién. “Vi sao... anh lai cho né vao ngan ban?”

Nhung Kusanagi khong trd 10i. Thay vao d6, anh néi tiép bang giong
kim nén.

“Twr d6 c6 thé wéc doan, chac chan thach tin dugc dat trong thiét bi loc
nuwdc, vao ngay xady ra vu an, nwdc tir thiét bi loc c6 chira lwgng thach tin du
dé gay ra cai chét ngay lap tirc. Thém vao dd, nhiéu chitng cit khac cho
thay thach tin dwgc cho vao dé tir m6t nam trudc. Co thé lam viéc ay, hon
nita, con co thé gitt khong cho ai st dung thiét bi loc su6t mot nam, thi chi
c6 mot ngwoi duy nhat.”

Kaoru hoi ngudc 1én, cham chu quan sat Ayane. Nghi pham cé khudn
mat xinh dep cup mat xuéng, mim moi. Tuy van con du am nu cwdi nhung
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vé sang trong von c6 dan dan 16 nét u buon giong nhw vang mat troi sap
lan.

“Cau chuyeén chi tiét t6i sé néi & tru s6.” Kusanagi két luan.

Ayane nguéc 1én. Co6 thd mot hoi dai, nhin thang Kusanagi r6i gat dau.

“T6i hiéu roi. Nhung c6 thé dgi t6i mot chat khong?”

“Khong sao ca. Co cw tir tir chuan bi.”

“Khong chi cé viéc ay. To6i muodn twdi hoa. Von toi cling dang 1am dé.”

“A... vay thi xin moi c6.”

Xin 16i, Ayane néi va md& cira ra ban cong. Nhac binh twdi 1én, c6 bat dau
cham rai twdi nwdc bang hai tay.
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Ho6m do minh ciing twdi nwdc nhu thé nay - Ayane nhé lai chuyén cach day
khoadng mot nam. D6 la ngay c6 duwgc Yoshitaka cho biét mot sy that nhan
tam. Vira nghe anh néi, c6 vira dam dam nhin hoa pang-xé trong bon. Loai
hoa ma nguwdi ban than ctia c6, Tsukui Junko, yéu thich. Vi thé co ay lay
but danh la “Kocho SUMIRE”. B¢ la tén khac cta hoa pang-xe.

Lan dau cd gap Junko la & mdt hiéu sach tai London. Ayane dang tim
thiét ké khau ghép vai. Co vé6i tay dén mot cudn sach tranh thi mét c6 gai
khéac cling cham vao n6. Co ay la nguoi Nhat, c6 vé hon Ayane vai tudi.

Co va Junko ngay lap titc hgp nhau va hen nhét dinh gap lai khi vé nuwdc.
Loi hen d6 da dugce thwe hién. Khong bao l1au sau khi Ayane dén thu dé thi
Junko cfling xuét hién & Tokyo.

Ho déu c6 cong viéc rieng nén khong cé nhiéu thoi gian gap g& nhung
doi vdi Ayane, Junko la nguwdi ban ¢6 c6 thé tin twéng. Twong ty, co tu tin
minh ciing la nguwdi ban nhw vay déi v6i Junko. Junko kém giao thiép hon
so vOi Ayane.

Ngay no, Junko n6i mudn c6 di gap mot ngwoi.

D6 la giam doc cong ty phat hanh phim hoat hinh tric tuyén do co tao
hinh nhan vat chinh.

“Sau khi trao doi vé cac san pham lién quan dén nhan vat, t& néi cé ban
la chuyén gia khau ghép vai va anh dy bao nhat dinh muén gap cau. Hoi
phién mot chit nhung cau di cung té mot lan dwgc khéng?”

Trén dién thoai, Junko nh& c6 vdi vé ngai ngan. Ayane nhan 10i. Co
khong c6 ly do nao dé tw chai.

Thé 1a Ayane va Mashiba Yoshitaka gap nhau. Yoshitaka la nguwoi dan
ong c6 sirc hap dan manh liét. Biéu cam khi thé hién suy nghi cta anh rat
phong phu, anh mat tran ngdp ty tin. Anh con thanh thao ky thuat khoi goi
dé nguoi khac n6i chuyén. Bén mirc chi sau vai phut tro chuyén véi anh la
c6 thé ngd nhan minh cling gidi an néi.
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Sau khi tam biét, Ayane buot miéng noi “mot ngwoi tuyét voi nhi”. “DPung
khong?” Junko cwoi vui vé dap lai. Khoanh khac nhin thdy biéu cam ay,
Ayane da nhan ra cdm xtc cta Junko déi véi Yoshitaka.

Lic d6 minh da khong xac nhan, bay gio Ayane van con an han. Chi mot
10i thoi, “hai ngwoi dang hen ho a?”, néu co chiu héi thi tét biét bao. Co
khong héi nén Junko cling khong noi gi.

Y twéng dua tranh ghép vai vao san phdm ctia nhan vat hoat hinh cudi
cung bi huy bé. Vi vay Yoshitaka trurc tiép goi dién cho c6. Noi dung cudc
no6i chuyén la xin 16i vi da lam ¢6 mat thoi gian. Lic do, anh néi mudn sém
dugc moi co di an.

Co tuong do chi la cau noi xa giao nhung chang bao 1au sau anh goi dén
moi co that. Hon thé, dwa vao cach noi cua Yoshitaka, c6 thé doan anh
khong goi cho Junko. Do do, Ayane nghi hai nguoi do hién khong hen ho
vGi nhau.

Co di an cung Yoshitaka vdi tam ly hét sttc vui vé. Thoi gian chi c6 hai
ngudi bén nhau thye sy thi vi dén mirc khong thé so sanh véi lan truede do.

Tinh cdm Ayane danh cho Yoshitaka mau chong 16n 1én. Bong thoi, co
va Junko dan tré nén xa cach. Vi da biét Junko ciing bi Yoshitaka thu hut
nén khong hiéu sao Ayane ngai viéc lién lac.

Lan gap Junko sau dé vai thang, Ayane ngac nhién nhin ban. C6 ay gay
xop di, lan da nitt né. C6 lo lang hoi tham sttc khoe c6 van dé gi hay khong
nhung Junko chi néi minh van on.

Trong lic cd hai thong bao tinh hinh gan day véi nhau, Junko dan dan
twoi tinh hon. Thé r6i, khi Ayane dinh néi ra chuyén véi Yoshitaka, vé mat
Junko bat ngo thay doi.

“Cau sao vay?” Co thtr héi. Junko dap “khong cé gi” roi ditng day ludn.
C0 n6i minh phai vé vi nhé ra cé viéc gap.

Khong hiéu 1y do nhung Ayane danh tién Junko lén taxi. R6t cudc, dé
chinh 1a 1an vinh biét c6 ay.

Nam ngay sau, mét buru pham duge chuyén dén cho Ayane. Bén trong
chiéc hop nhé la tii ni-long chita chat bot mau trang. Bén ngoai tdi dé
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“Asen (c6 doc)” bang but da. Nguwoi giii 1a Junko.

Cam thay ky la, co lién goi dién. Nhung khong két ndi dugc vai dién
thoai cta Junko. C6 lo lang nén dén tan chung cw cta ban. Pap vao mat c6
la quang canh can phong dang bi cong an kham xét. Phong vién tu tap
quanh dé cho biét chii nhan can phong da uong thudc doc ty sat.

Qua soc, Ayane khong nhé noi sau d6 minh da buwéc dén dau, nhw thé
nao. Lic nhan ra thi c6 da vé dén phong cia minh. Mot 1an nita, c6 nhin lai
mon do nhan duoc tir Junko.

Trong khi suy nghi vé thong diép cua n6, mot y nghi chot 16e 1én. Lan
cudi cung gap Junko, c6 dy da nhin cham cham vao dién thoai di dong cua
Ayane. Ayane lay dién thoai ctia minh ra xem. Trén d6 c6 day deo dién
thoai doi c6 mua cung Yoshitaka.

Phai chang Junko ty sat vi nhan ra méi quan hé cia Ayane va Yoshitaka?
Suy nghi chang lanh ay lan rong trong long nguwc Ayane. Néu chi & mic
tinh cdm don phuong thi khong ly nao Junko lai chét. C6 nghia la c6 ay da
c6 quan hé sau sac véi Yoshitaka.

Ayane khong thé di gdp cong an. Ciling khong thé xuat hién trong dam
tang cta Junko. Co sg@ sy that sé bi phoi bay khi nghi rang minh da dén ban
dén viéc tuy sat.

Ciing véi ly do do, c6 khong c6 can ddm hoi Yoshitaka vé chuyén véi
Junko. Tat nhién, c6 ciling e s¢ moi quan hé vdi anh sé dé v& néu lam nhw
vay.

Mot thoi gian sau, Yoshitaka dé nghi véi c6 mot diéu ky la. Hai ngudi sé
xuat hién riéng biét & mot budi tiéc xem mat, lam ra vé quen nhau & dé.
Anh néi muc dich la “dé giai téa phién phic”.

“Nhitng ngwoi ranh rang trong thé gidi nay chac chan sé héi duyén cd
gdp g0 nguoi yéu dung khong? Anh khéng muén bi héi han dua thit vé
chuyén dé. Néu la bita tiéc xem mat thi cau chuyén rat don gian.”

Co nghi, néu chi nhw vay thi ct ké chuyén dé la xong, khong can thiét
phai tham gia bita tiéc trong thuc té, nhung Yoshitaka tham chi muén c6
nhan ching la Tkai. Co6 thé no6i hanh xt triét dé nhw vay diung la kiéu cta
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anh, nhung Ayane nghi ngd anh thwc chat muén xéa sach hinh anh cda
Junko trong qua khit. C6 diéu, c6 chi ngo vec ma khong néi ra. Co xuat
hién & bita tiéc ding nhw y anh, dién vé “cudc gap ga kich tinh” ding trinh
ty da trao doi.

Sau do6, moi quan hé cua hai nguwdi tién trién thuan lgi. Nita nam sau bira
tiéc xem mat, Ayane dugc Yoshitaka cau hon.

Dau ngdp tran trong cam giac hanh phic, c6 mot niém nghi ngd moi
ngay mot 16n 1én trong long Ayane. Tat nhién la chuyén vé Junko. Tai sao
6 ay lai tw sat? Moi quan hé véi Yoshitaka dién ra thé nao?

Vita mudn biét sy that lai viva khong muén, hai chiéu suy nghi ay thay
nhau btia vay co. Trong khi dé, ngay cuGi ctia co6 va Yoshitaka ciing dén
gan.

Mot ngay no, Yoshitaka thong bao mot diéu gay soc. Khong, phia anh c6
1& khéng nghi minh dang noi diéu gi khinh sudt dén vay. Anh noéi diéu nay
bang giong nhe ténh.

“Sau khi két hon, anh sé chia tay néu ching ta khong c6 con trong vong
mot nam.”

Ayane khong tin vao tai minh. C6 khong ngo lai dugc nghe vé chuyén ly
hoén trong khi ho con chwa 1ay nhau.

C0 nghi do 1a mot kiéu no6i dua nhung c6 vé khong phai nhw vay.

“Tw xwa anh da nghi nhw vay. Thoi han la mot nam. Néu khong tranh
thai thi hau hét cac cap vo chong déu c6 con. Néu khong thi nhiéu kha nang
la mot trong hai nguwdi c6 van dé. Anh da kiém tra r6i va khong cé van de
gi hét.”

Nghe anh néi, Ayane sén gai 6c toan than. Cé dam dam nhin anh va hoi.

“Anh ciling n6i nhw vay véi Junko a?”

“Ha?” Anh mét Yoshitaka lac vao khoang khong. Hiém khi thdy anh 16
vé boi roi.

“Xin anh tra 10i that. Anh cling da hen ho v&i Junko phai khong?”
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Yoshitaka nhiu may vé kho chiu. Nhuwng anh khong lang tranh. Tuy t6 vé
rat kho chiu nhwng anh van dap, “Pung vay.”

“Anh c@ twdng sé bi 10 s6m hon. Vi anh doan trudc, em hoac Junko, mot
trong hai sé néi vé chuyén nay végi anh.”

“Anh bat ca hai tay?”

“Khong phai vay. Luc bat dau hen ho vGi em thi anh da chia tay v&i
Junko. Anh khong néi dé6i.”

“Anh da noéi gi trede khi chia tay?” Ayane dam dam nhin nguwdi chong
twong lai. “Khong thé két hén véi ngwoi phu nit khong sinh duwgc con...
anh c6 néi thé khong?”

Yoshitaka nhun vai.

“Tw ngit thi khac nhung y thi ding ddy. Anh n6i vé thoi gian gigi han.”

“Thoi gian gi6i han...”

“Co dy da 34 tudi roi. Khong tranh thai nhwng chang cé vé gi la sé mang
thai. D6 1a luc tir bo.”

“V1 thé anh chon em?”

“Khong dugc sao? Hen ho vdi nguoi khong cé kha nang thi chang y
nghia gi. Anh chu trvong khong lam nhitng viéc vo ich nhu vay.”

“Tai sao anh gidu em dén tan bay gio?”

“Vi anh nghi khong can thiét. Lic ndy anh da néi roi, anh biét kiéu gi
cling 10 ra. Anh dinh luc do sé giai thich v6i em. Anh khong phan bdi em
hay Itra d6i em.”

Ayane quay lung lai phia Yoshitaka, c6 nhin xuéng luéng hoa. Nhitng
bong pang-xé lot vao mat co. Loai pang-xé ma Junko yéu thich. Vira nhin
ching c6 vira nhé dén Junko. Nghi dén sy that vong ctia ban, Ayane suyt
roi nwdc mat.

Sau khi bi Yoshitaka b6 roi, chac chan Junko luén cé cam gidc khong thé
chap nhan. Co gdp Ayane vdi tam trang ay va nhan ra moi quan hé cua co
v6i Yoshitaka nhd moc treo dién thoai. C6 quyét dinh tw van vi qua soc
nhung trwde khi chét van muon chuyén 10i nhan dén Ayane. Chinh la cho
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thach tin ay. Nhung khong phai c6 han vi bi cwép mat ngudi yéu. Do la mot
101 canh bao.

V6i Ayane, Junko la nguwdi duy nhat biét r6 tat cd moi noéi mudn phién.
Chuyén khong c6 hy vong c6 con do bat thuong vé di truyén c6 ciling chi
néi v6i Junko. Vi vay, c6 thay tredc Ayane ciing sé bi Yoshitaka viit bé
trong twong lai gan.

“Em c6 nghe anh néi khong day?” Yoshitaka ndi.

Co quay lai.

“Em dang nghe ma. Em van nghe su6t day théi.”

“Vay ma em phéan trng cham nhi?”

“Em chi hoi lo dénh mot chuat.”

“Lo dénh? Khong giong em lam nhi.”

“Bdi vi em dang ngac nhien.”

“Thé sao? Chang phai em biét rd nhitng ké hoach trong cudc doi ctia anh
a?”

Yoshitaka néi vé quan diém hoén nhan ctia minh. Pai khai 1a néu khong
c6 con thi cugc hon nhan khong c6 y nghia.

“Nay Ayane, tém lai em con gi bat man nao? Em da cé moi thit ma em
muon. Tat nhién, néu em van con nguyén vong gi thi c néi. Viéc gi lam
duwgc anh sé lam. Ping lo lang khéng dau nita, nghi vé cudc song mdi di.
Hay la em c0 lya chon nao khac?”

Anh hoan toan khong hiéu minh da lam t6n thwong tinh cdm cia ngudi
yéu dén mitc nao. DBung la nho c6 sy ho trg cua anh, Ayane da thuc hién
duwgc rat nhiéu mo wéc. Nhung xac dinh sé ly hon sau mét nam thi sao con
c6 thé nghi vé cudc song hon nhan tredc mat niva?

“Nay, em xac nhan mot diéu thoi dwgc khong? Du véi anh c6 thé la
chuyén v& van.” Ayane hoi Mashiba. “Tinh yéu danh cho em? Thé nao
r6i?”

Cau hoi do6 cé nghia la, phdi chang anh vitt bé Junko dé chon c6 don gian
chi vi muén c6 con chit khong phai vi tinh yéu?
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Anh tra 16i ngay du 16 vé béi roi. “Khong cé gi thay doi.” Hon nita, anh
con tiép tuc. “Anh c6 thé khang dinh diéu d6. Tinh cam d6i véi em khong
c6 gi thay do6i.”

Ayane da ha quyét tam khi nghe nhitng 16i nay. Co sé ldy anh. Nhung
khong don gidn vi mu6n song cung anh. C6 mudn can bang tam ly lan 16n
hai thir tinh cam twong phan cta minh la tinh yéu va long thu han.

Em sé ¢ bén anh vdi tu cdch nguoi vo. Hon nita, ngudi ndm giir vdn
ménh ctia anh la em. Co da xac dinh m6t cuéc song hon nhan nhw thé. Bé
la cudc song tri hoan sy tritng phat danh cho anh.

Co rat cang thang khi cho thach tin vao thiét bi loc nwéc. Thé nay thi
khong ai dugce lai gan can bép. PBong thoi, ¢o lai thay vui vi da chi phoi
duwogc Yoshitaka.

Co0 sé thuong xuyén ngoi & so-pha nhitng ltic anh & nha. Mudn di vé sinh
hodc vao nha tam ciling can than chon ding lic anh khong thé lai gan can
bép.

Sau khi két hon anh van rat diu dang. La m6t nguwai chong khong co gi
phai phan nan. Chi can tinh cdm ctia anh khong thay doéi, Ayane sé khong
dé ai c6 thé dén gan thiét bi loc. Nhitng gi anh lam véi Junko la khong thé
tha tht nhung néu anh khong déi x v&i minh nhw vay thi mai mai song thé
nay ciling dugc. DB6i v6i Ayane, cudc song hon nhan la chudi ngay lién tuc
cltu mang nguwoi chong dirng trén gia treo co.

Nhwng tit nhién, c6 khong ky vong Yoshitaka chiu ttt b6 mong muon c6
con. Vao lic nhan ra quan hé cta anh véi Wakayama Hiromi, co biét thoi
diém phai dén da dén.

T6i hom t6 chitc bita tiéc tai nha c6 mat vo chéng Ikai, Yoshitaka da
tuyén bo chia tay. Giong diéu hét sirc thuc té.

“Anh nghi em cling biét, sap dén thdi han r6i. Anh muén em chuan bi roi
khoi day.”

Ayane hoi mim cwoi. Co tra 10i anh.

“Truwdc do, em c6 mot nguyén vong duy nhat.”
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“Gi vay?” Anh hoi. C6 vira néi vira nhin sdu vao mat chong:

“Tw mai, em muo6n vang nha khoang hai, ba ngay. Em hoi lo lang néu dé
anh & nha mot minh.”

“Em noi gi thé?” Anh cuodi. “Khong sao dau. Anh & mot minh ciing
duoc.”

“Vay a,” Ayane gat dau. Do la khoanh khac viéc giai ctru anh két thic.
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33

Quan bar d6 nam dwdi mat dat. Md& cwra ra la thdy quay rugu, sau trong
cung c6 ba chiéc ban xép canh nhau. Kusanagi va Yukawa ngoi & ghé sat
twong.

“Xin 16i vi dén mudn.” Kaoru cui dau chao roi ngéi vao ghé bén canh
Kusanagi.

“Keét qua thé nao?” Kusanagi hoi.

Kaoru gat manh dau.

“Tin tot. Tim thdy cing mot thit.”

“Thé a.” Kusanagi mé& to mat.

Ho mang cdi lon & kho chita tai nha cha me Tsukui Junko dén SPring-8,
tir d6 phat hién cung loai thach tin dwgc dung dé sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka.
Té6i cho cho thach tin nhdn dugc qua duong buu dién tir Junko vao thiét bi
loc nuéce. Loi khai ctia Mashiba Ayane cang dugc cing co.

“Thé nao ma chung ta cling két thiic vu nay thuan 1gi.” Yukawa ndi.

“Pung vay. Nao, Utsumi cling dén roi, cham coc tiép di.”

Kusanagi goi phuc vu ban va yéu cau sam-panh.

“Du sao thi, lan nay da dwgc cau giip do. Cam on. Hom nay t6i mai,
uéng hét minh nhé.”

Yukawa nhiu may.

“Khong phai ‘lan nay’, ‘lan nay cting’ chit nhi? Hon nita, t6i c6 cam giac
nguwoi minh hgp tac khong phai cau ma la Utsumi.”

“Thé nao ciling dwoc, tiéu tiét qua. Nao, sam-panh dén roéi, cham coc
thoi.”

Theo nhip ho cua Kusanagi, ba nguoi cung ly v6i nhau.

“Nhung nay, cau gitt ky mon do nhi.” Yukawa noi.

“Mon do la sao?”

“Cai lon rong Mashiba Ayane dung dé twdi cay. Cau gitt lai né con gi?”

“A, cai do ha?” Kusanagi cti xudng, vé mat kém vui.
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“T6i biét cau twéi cay thay cho phu nhan nhwng khong biét cdu mua ca
binh twéi. Thé cling dwgc nhung sao con git lai vat dy? Utsumi noi cau cat
no trong ngan ban.”

Kusanagi liéc nhanh sang Kaoru. C6 danh mat sang hwéng khac.

“Cai do la... linh cam.”

“Linh cdm? Linh cdm ctia canh sat hinh sy ay a?”

“Pung vay. Khong biét n6é c6 trd thanh vat chitng hay khong nén khong
thé vitt do btra bai cho dén khi vu an duwgc gidi quyét. Bé la ky luat thép
trong diéu tra.”

“Huim. Ky luat thép co day.” Yukawa nhun vai r6i dwa sdm-panh lén
miéng. “Toi ct twdng cau gitt n6 lam ky niém gi chit.”

“Y ciu la sao?”

“Khong, chang c6 gi.”

“Toi héi tién sinh mot cau dugc khong?” Kaoru noi.

“Xin moi.”

“Tai sao tién sinh nhan ra thu doan gay an d6? Néu bao la tinh cd thi toi
thay khong thuyét phuc.”

Yukawa thd danh thwot.

“Néu béo la y nghi chgt dén thi khong phai. N6 ndy ra sau rat nhiéu quan
sat va suy nghi. Cai dau tién toi dé y la tinh trang cua thiét bi loc nwéc. T6i
van nhé vi ty minh quan sat, né ro rang bam day bui, rat 1au khong dugc
dung tGi.”

“T6i biét. Chinh vi thé méi khong hiéu dugc cach bo chat doc.”

“Nhung, t6i tw hoi tai sao lai c6 tinh trang dy? Theo 10i ké cia c6, phu
nhan tao an twong la nguwdi vo cung can than. Thuc té, c6 hwdng sy nghi
ngo vao co ay la vi nhitng ly sdm-panh dé & bén ngoai dung khong? Mot
nguwoi phu nit nhw vay, du 1a bén duwgi bon rita, binh thuong ciing sé lau
sach dung khong?”

“A..17
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“Sau do toi nghi tiép thé nay. Co6 khi nao la c6 tinh hay khéng? Coé tinh
khong don dep. D€ cho bui bam day. Néu thé thi muc dich la gi? Nghi dén
day thi toi ndy ra y twdng ngugc doi.”

Kaoru nhin vi hoc gia, khé lac dau.

“Qua khong hé danh.”

“Khong dén mitc phai khen ngoi dau. Nhung phu nit dang s¢ that day.
C6 thé nghi ra dwoc thu thuat gay an day mau thuan va bat hgp 1y dén mitc
ay.”

“N6i dén mau thuan, Wakayama Hiromi quyét dinh sinh con day.”

Yukawa dap lai c6 bang anh mat ngac nhién.

“Toi lai khong nghi d6 la mau thuan dau. Mudn sinh con khong phai la
ban nang cua phu ntt a?”

“Nguoi khuyén co ay sinh 1a Mashiba Ayane.”

Nghe Kaoru noéi, biéu cdm ctia nha vat ly hoc khung lai mét thoang. Sau
dé anh lai ti ton lac dau.

“Chuyén do thi... qua la mau thuan. Khong thé hiéu dugc.”

“D06 mai la phu nit.”

“Pung that. Du sao thi, lan nay gidi quyét dugc vu an dwa vao 1y ludn
qua la gan nhv mét ky tich. Cau cé nghi...” Yukawa dinh noéi tiép vdi
Kusanagi nhung dot nhién dung lai.

Kaoru ciing nhin sang bén canh. Kusanagi guc dau vé phia trwdc, anh da
ngu guc.

“Cung vai lic pha dugce toi ac hoan hdo, trai tim cau ta cling tan vo. Kiét
sttc 1a dwong nhién. Cho cau dy nghi mot chut di.”

Yukawa nghiéng ly rugu.
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