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Gigi thiéu

“Hang tram nguoi da di tim Dong Séng Phang Ldang. Nudc séng ém a
va phdng ldng nhw guong. Ai ubng nwéc séng ciing cdm thdy thdt yén binh.
Nhirng gia dinh séng bén canh Dong S6ng Phdng Ldng khong bao gio cdi
nhau...”

Ay 1a cau chuyén Natalie muén dwgc nghe truge khi di ngti mdi dém.
Trén thé giGi nay, dita tré nao cling mong mudn c6 mot gia dinh ém am,
hanh phiic. Nhwng ngwdi 16n thi lai luén vién ra ly do dé bién minh cho sw
d6 v& cua mong muon ay.

B6 La Ba Gitp Viéc, nhuw chinh cai tén cta nd, la cuén sach ké vé
chuyén mot 6ng bo bat dac di phai tré thanh ngwdi gitip viéc trong ngoi nha
vo cli ctia minh chi vi muén duwgc gan cac con nhiéu hon mét chiut. Khéng
han la nhitng tinh huéng d& khéc dé cwoi, khong han la nhitng chi tiét hai
huwéce 14y tiéng cuwdi cia doc gid, Bo La Nguwoi Gitp Viéc mo ta nhitng xung
dot gitta bo Daniel va me Miranda cung anh hwéng cua nhitng xung dot do
dén ba dita con cuia ho: Lydia, Christopher va Natalie.

Van dé ma Bo La Ba Giup Viéc dat ra khong méi nhung lai c6 thé bat
gdp & bat ky gia dinh nao trén thé gidi nay. Mot ong bo vo trach nhiém, that
nghiép va ludn c6 nhitng hanh dong bao lyc twong twong ky quai. Mot ba
me khong biét lang nghe, su6t ngay ban rén va néi vé nhitng chuyén khong
tot da la qua khir. That kho dé tin rang ho titng yéu nhau va séng chung
suot mwoi may nam troi, va that dé hiéu khi ho ly hon.

Daniel van la mét 6ng b6 that nghiép c6 nhitng hanh dong bao lic twdng
tvong ky quai va dém tirng phait, tinh toan titng gidy moéi khi chd Miranda
dwa cac con dén. Nhung Daniel chwa tirng chu dong dén tham cac con
(hodc la c6 nhung lai dé dang lui bude trede si ngan can cia Miranda).
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Miranda van la mot ba me ban ron khong biét lang nghe va chang bao
gio dua thoi gian cling nhuw sttc khoé dé cham séc con cai hay dé y dén may
cai cay trong vwon. Miranda luon trach ct qua kh ma chwa bao gio nghi
dén viéc c6 gang gitp Daniel tré nén tot hon hodc tim hiéu xem cac con
ctia ¢ muodn gi.

Va ba Doubtfire xuat hién nhw mot phép mau trong khi Miranda ban rén
dién cuong va khong muon 6ng chong cii ctia minh gap cac con qua nhiéu.

Ba Doubtfire cao 16n véi khuén mat by phan trong cuc ky kém duyén
nhung lai rat duwge yéu thich. Ba lam mon banh kep ngon tuyét va rat am
hiéu cham so6c cdy c6i. Ba sap xép nha ctra gon gang (du ba dita nhéc biét
thtra d6 khong phai 1a cong sitc ctia ba) va uon nan i tré. Ba tdm ly khi tro
chuyén va duva ra nhitng 16i khuyén hitu ich. Cudc doi cua ba Doubtfire
thie si 1a cudc doi cia mot chi lon hanh phic it phién mudn.

Nhung khi g& bd 16p quan do ctia ba Doubtfire, Daniel lai 1a mot 6ng bo
btra bon, hay can nhan va kho kiém soat cam xtdc. Ciing may, vai dién ba
giup viéc Doubtfire khién moi thit bung no, vi khong ai c6 thé dién tron
mot vai trong ca cudc doi.

B6 La Ba Giudp Viéc khong phai la mot tdc pham danh cho thiéu nhi ma
danh cho nguwdi 16n, danh cho nhitng 6ng bé ba me dé hg nghiém tdc nhin
xem ho da lam gi vé6i thé gidi cia minh va thé gigi con tré. Cau chuyén
khép lai khong phéi véi mot gia dinh tron ven dam d@m ma chi don gian la
st lang nghe ma b6 Daniel va me Miranda danh cho nhau, nhw thé han da
du sau tat ca khiic mac va tranh chap giita ho, va cling da dé nhitng dira tré
song yén binh va lam cha chinh cudc séng ctia minh.

B6 La Ba Giup Viéc dugc chuyén thé thanh bd phim nam trong top 100
phim hai hwdc nhat thé ky 20.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ba gitp viéc méi tdi ngwoi to uych, mat b phan, trong ré la kém duyén.
Vay ma lii tré dita nao ciing thich ba, cha la vi ching biét ba 1a b6 Daniel
chit chang ai xa la. Chi me Miranda la khong biét.

Dé c6 thém thdi gian bén cac con, Daniel da phai dong gia ba Doubtfire
t¢i nha vo cii xin lam gidp viéc. Cé biét bao tinh huéng d& khoc dé cuoi
b&i Daniel ¢t quén minh dang la ba Doubtfire. Nhitng lan nhuw thé 11 tré lai
dugce chirng kién tai dién xudt cling nhu sy gido hoat ctia b6 chiing.

Nhung 1an nay, Daniel phai dau dau khong biét xoay x& ra sao, phan than
thé nao, dé dong thoi dong ca hai vai: ba gitp viéc Doubtfire kiém nguoi

mau khoa than cho 16p vé ctia ba hang x6m.

Doi nét ve tdc gia

Anna Fine sinh ngay 7 thang 12 nam 1947 tai Leicester, Anh. Ba tot
nghiép nganh Chinh tri tai dai hoc Warwick va hién dang song tai hat
Durham. Fine dwgc biét t&i vGi hon 50 tdc pham danh cho thiéu nhi trong
d6 c6 An bang xién va Viét nhu ga b6i da duge Nhda Nam gidi thiéu t&i doc
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gia Viet Nam. Ba la nguoi thit hai dwoc chi dinh gitt danh hiéu Children’s
Laureate - danh hiéu ton vinh cac tac gia hodc ngwoi vé minh hoa sach
thiéu nhi xuat sac. Fine con la thanh vién ctia Hoi van hoc Hoang gia Anh
va nam 2003 dugc trao Huan chuvong Hoang gia Anh.

Tac pham Nhitng em bé bot (Flour Babies) da gianh huy chuwong
Carnegie va giai thwdng Whitbread nam 1992. Céc tac pham doat giai khac
ctia Anne Fine gom: - Tro dua caa Tulip (The Tulip Touch) véi giai thuwdng
Whitbread cho Sach thiéu nhi xuat sac ctia nam - Google Eyes vGi giai
thwédng Van hoc thiéu nhi Guardian - Bill’s New Frock vdi gidi Smarties va
Madame Doubtfire (Ba Doubtfire) da dwgc dung thanh phim cung tén.

“Nha van nay [Anne Fine] c6 thé mang dén cho ban tiéng cwdi nhung

cling c6 thé 1ay di cua ban nwdc mat. Ba 1a mot bau vat ma néu gitt rieng
cho thiéu nhi théi thi uéng qua.” - Independent
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Muc luc
1. Budi tra chiéu yén binh cung bd

2. Tran nhw nhong tredc mat hang x6

3. Chuyén viéng tham cua my phu thuy,

4. Ky nang phong van t6t sé dem dén diéu ky diéu
5. Tim mot vai dién trong dgi

6. Nhitng gia dinh hanh phic

7. Dién xuat, nhitng chu lgn vui vé va chién tranh

8. Buon cwoi qud, me_cling toan bao thé

10. Dong song Phang lang
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1. Buoi tra chiéu yén binh cung bo

Ltc leo 1én cau thang, li tré dun day nhau khong dita nao chiu cam bi
thw. Téi dinh cau thang, Lydia lgi dung chiéu cao dui bi thw vao quan yém
cia Christopher. Christopher giat phat bi thw ra, va c6 dn n6 vao tay
Natalie. “Nay, Natty,” n6 n6i. “Pwa cho bd di.” Natalie lac dau nguay
ngudy khién téc quat wng hong hai ma. C6 bé dan ngdn tay lai phia sau
lung. Christopher nhét bi thu vao sau nhitng chu vit con mau vang trén vay
em gai. Mat Natalie ngan nwdc, va khi bo Daniel Hilliard vira m& ctra, co
bé lién bat khoc ngon lanh.

Anh cti xudng bé con gai lén.

“Sao lic nao cac con cling tréu em khoc thé?” anh hoi hai diva 16n.

Lydia ng6 lo cho khac. Christopher dé mat then thung.

“Con xin 16i,” hai dita dong thanh.

Daniel bé Natalie qua sdnh vao bép roi dat c6 bé ng6i xuéng mép ban.
Nghe thay ti€éng gidy sot soat khe khé trong vay co bé, anh thoc tay vao sau

nhitng chu vit con mau vang dé rut thu ra.

“A ha,” anh kéu 1én. “Lai thw ctia Ngoi biit Poc dia. Thé me cac con gio
thé nao?”

“Cam on bo, me rat khoe,” Lydia dap, nha nhan nhung c6 phan lanh
lung.
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“Bo rat vui khi nghe diéu d6,” anh dap. “Bo khong thich nghi dén canh
me cac con 6m yéu vdi may cai bénh kiéu nhw ly amip, hay ngd doc thic
an, hay gioi leo.” Mat anh bat ngd sang ruwc, moi khé nhéch cuwdi. “Hay sot
Lassa, hay béenh dai, hay...”

“Tuan tredc me cé dau hiéu bi cdm nhe,” Lydia ngat 16i b6. “Nhung gio
khong sao ro6i.”

“Tiéc nhi,” Daniel néi. “Y b6 13, that tiéc khi me cac con bi 6m.”

Khong ai dap lai. Christopher da ngoi truedc 1ong chim cit va dang huyt
sao v@i con chim. Con chim tron tron ti xiu mau xam bac ctt nhay 1én nhay
xuong, kéu chip chip ra chiéu khodi chi lam. Lydia thi t0 mo lat di lat lai
déng gidy btra bon trén ban.

Natalie tho thé:

“B0, me gt téi bo tinh yéu cia me day.”

“That u?” Daniel ngac nhién héi. “Me con ma lam thé that u?”

“Lam gi c6,” Christopher bong 1én tiéng, tho tay vao trong long dé cham
vao con vat cung.

“Téat nhién la khong ro6i,” Lydia néi. “Em Natalie chi ty nghi ra thé théi,
khong thi hoc theo ti vi gi do.”

Daniel bé dita con gai bé bong 1én va au yém 6m siét 1ay c6 bé.

“0, Natty,” anh khé khang. “Péi lic chuyén nay ciing that khé khin cho
con nhi?”
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Natalie vui mat vao nach bo.

“Em dy sé khong gap kho khan dén nhwong ay,” Lydia nhan giong, “néu
bd c6 gang thém chit nita.” Daniel cham chu nhin di¥a con gai 16n qua bo
toc cua Natalie.

“Con noi thé nghia la sao?”

“Y con 13,” Lydia dap, “chiing con chi duwgc ¢ day vao thi Ba dé uéng
tra va nhitng ngay cudi tuan khac. Thoi gian cha nhiéu nhan gi. Nén sé tot
hon néu Natty khong phai nghe may 16i kh6 nghe.”

“May 101 khé nghe?” Vi boi ro6i, Daniel vo nhw khong hiéu.

“Nhitng 10i kiéu nhw,” Lydia n6i, “Ngoi but Ddc dia, va tit ca nhitng
chitng bénh ay...”

“Con néi ding,” Daniel dong tinh. “Con néi ding lam. B6 sé c6 gang
hon nita. Tt gio trd di.” No6i r6i anh hit mot hoi. “B6 mirng 1a me cac con
van khoe. B6 vui khi biét diéu d6.” Anh dirng lai mot chit. “B6 sé khong
doc thu cia me ngay bay gio kéo lai thay d6i tam trang mat. B0 sé dat lén
ké nay r6i lic nao doc sau.”

Anh cai la thv vao gitta 1o ca cao va cai tui 16n dgng thitc an cho chim
cut, ro6i ditng khyng lai mot ldc. Sau d6, anh quay lai phia 1 tré.

“B0 nghi 14 thu chac chi 1a ddan b6 nhac cac con nhé mang 4o khoac veé,
hay may chuyén dai loai nhu thé.”

Lydia va Christopher li€c nhin nhau. Ching biét rd me viét gi. Chiing da

doc thw. Thyc ra, chiing luén doc thw me gtti cho bo. Chiing coi dé 1a cach
dé “phong vé”. Tham chi chiing con cé cd mét quy trinh dau ra day. Lydia
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xé phong bi da dan dé lay thw ra. Hai dita cung doc tham. Ro6i Christopher
sé gap thu lai theo nép gap ban dau, bo vao phong bi mgi 1ay trong ngan
kéo. N6 sé chuyén cho Natalie, c6 bé ngoan ngoan thé lvgi liém ho doc nap
phong bi ma khong nghi nggi gi. Nhu thé, ca ba dita sé cung phai chiu trach
nhiém, va chang may bi bat, cd ba déu bi mang.

“Chac chan lai chuyén may cai 4o khoac roi,” Daniel nhac lai, song
khong hé tin 10i minh néi. Anh nhiu may nhin bi thw mot Ian nira.

“Chac la thé a,” Lydia n6i. “Ca tuan me c¢ phan nan mai, me bao khong
c6 ao khoac thi bon con sao ma chiu duoc chit.”

Daniel phat cau.

“Cac con con do khac co ma. May cai 40 b6 mua cho mua dong nam
ngodai dau r6i?”

L tré im 1ang, thé 1a Daniel da hiéu.
“Me khong thich cac con mac 4o khoac b6 mua, ding khéng?” anh héi.

Co lang tranh cau hdi, Lydia xoay sang chuyén khac: “Chung ta c6 thé
bat dau bita tra chwa ha b6? Chuing con déi lam roi.”

“B6 dang hoi 4o khoac,” Daniel van c6 chap. “May cai 4o b6 mua cho
cac con nam ngodi, cai nao cling rat dat. Chwa bao gid cadc con mac dén
day. Bing vay, b6 chua bao gio thdy cadc con mac ching cd.” Khoang da
quanh mat anh sam lai, &nh mat tré nén do dan. Li tré ngé lo cho khac.
Ching quéa hiéu nhitng biéu hién nay. “Cac con khong mac do b6 mua phai
khong? Khong, cac con khong mdc. Me cac con khong thich chung, nén co
ta khong cho cac con mdc.”
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“Con c6 mdc 4o bo mua cho con ma,” Natalie néi. “Con madc trong dém
dot Itra trai, cd ltc tui con di xe truwgt tuyét, cd liic cong vién bi ngap va lay
10i, Iic tui con trugt xuéng doi trong may thung cac tong nifa, me so la cé
phan cho ¢ do.”

“Pdy!” Daniel kéu lén v@i vé dac thang.

“Cac con thay khong? Me cac con chi chiu cho cac con méac 4o boé mua
khi c6 ta sg 4o c6 ta mua sé bi chdy, hoac rach, hoac do ban, hodc...” (anh
nghi ngay t&i phan cho) “... t6i té hon thé.”

Mat anh cang t6i sam lai, va duwong nhv khong y thic duge nhitng gi
minh dang lam, anh nhac khau sting trudng do tir gia sting do trén twong va,
khé nghiéng dau sang mot bén, ngam ban muc tiéu ao.

“Bo dang lam gi vay?” Lydia hoi. “B0 bi chudt rat ¢ c6 a?”

Thay nguong ngap, Daniel lam dong tac treo sting 1én gia, nhung khi
tinh lai, anh con cam thdy nguwong ngap hon. D€ kéo y thitc vé thyc tai, anh
ditng ngay ngudi lai roi hit mot hoi that squ. Mui rau thom quyén véi toi
that dam cing va dé chiu x6c vao mii anh.

“Banh mi kep!” anh chgt nhé ra. “Mu6n an chwa cac con?”

“Mudn lam roi a!”

“Vang.’,

“Hay qua!”

Moi nguwdi nhanh chéng quay tré vé vai thyce tai. Lydia gat dong don xin
viéc ctia b6 dang ndam ngon ngang trén ban qua mot bén dé ldy cho.
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Christopher liéc nhanh cai chan bat 16n xon dé tim dia va dao nia sach cho
bon b6 con. Natalie can than 1dy c6c va mot hop sita.

Lam bam chti thé vi hoi nwdc xoc thang vao mat va ngén tay bong rat,
Daniel nhac 6 banh mi néng & khay nwéng ra dit vao dia. Chiéc banh
phong 1én va boc khéi nghi ngut vai giay roi xep 1ép.

‘(6!”

“Gan hoan héao nhi!”

“Me bao nwéng lau qua la toan bi thé day bo a.”

Nhung Daniel khong dong tinh.

“Khong phai la bé nudéng lau quda,” anh n6i. “Ma la cai banh phai doi qua
lau. Giong nhu bo dy, né da phai dgi tan bon muoi phaat thi me cadc con méi
chiu dwa cac con tdi day.”

Nghe b6 chi trich me, Lydia mim chat moi.

“Me bao duong tac lam ma bd.”

bén lwgt Daniel mim chat moi.

“Pung r6i, me con van chira quen vé6i giao thong noi co ta song, c ra
dwong la co ta thay no la lung ghé lam. C6 ta md&i chi song & day cé ba
muoi lam nam, mGi dwgc non nira doi nguwoi thoi. Ma lai xe thi mai chi
duge niva cua cai non ntta ddy. Lai xe dwa cac con tdi day vao thit Ba moi

tuan thi méi dwgc hai nam. Vay nén, rd rang me con lai xe chuwa thao, va
mat do giao thong dong dic ludn khién c6 ta ngac nhién.”
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Lydia bam buc:

“B0 ciling biét cudc song ctia nguwsi me don than nhw me dau c6 dé dang

»

gl.
Daniel ng6i ngay ngudi lén.

“Con khong can phéi no6i v6i bé diéu do,” anh nhac nhé con gai. “Bo
cling la 6ng bd don than day. Vay ma me c6 ba dita dé bau ban gan nhu ca
tuan, bé thi khong. Va hém nay cac con lai dén mudn bon muwoi phut, y nhw
moi lan. Thé 1a b6 mat bon mwoi phit ¢ bén cac con, ma thdi gian b dugc
& bén cac con thi c6 la bao. Lai bon mwoi phiit nita bi mat do me cac con
khong them dén ding gio nhw thuong 1€ va khong thém may may dé y tGi
cam xuc cda bo.”

Ca ba dtra tré déu ngirng nhai, nhung Daniel khong hé dé y. Anh lai deo
bd mat ban ndy. M6i dau ra, mat quau quo, anh véi tay tGi ngan kéo & dau
ban 16i con dao lang thit twdng twgng ra, tay kia kéo binh tra lai. Van giir
nguyén bo mat dén rgn ngwoi ay, anh cham rai va can than dung con dao vo
hinh cat cai c6 do cta binh tra.

Christopher thd dai. M6i Natalie tré ra nhw thé sap oa khéc.

“Qi, bd ditng 1am chuyén ky cuc thé nita di b6!” Lydia khong nhin duoc
phai 1én tiéng trach méc bo. “Bo sap lam cho Natalie khéc roi kia. Chang
phai bo ludn ray la ching con vé chuyén dé sao? Vay ma gio bo lai lam
thé.” N6i xong c6 nang quay phat sang phia em. “Dtrng c6 mit w6t nhu thé,
Natty. B6 khong lam chiéc binh dau dau. B6 cling khong lam me dau dau.
B0 chi dang gian thoi. B6 khong kiém soat duwgc ban than. Em chi can 16 bo
di la xong.”
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“Chi con néi dung day,” Daniel lén tiéng day vé hoi 16i. “Chi con noéi
khong sai. B6 khong thé kiém soat dwgc ban than.” Anh khuyu go6i ngoi
xuong tredc ghé cua Natalie. “Con chi can 10 bo di 1a xong.”

“Cling chang biét thé nao,” Christopher thé dai.

“Cling chang biét thé nao,” Natalie nhac lai. C6 nang vo nhe than hinh
gdy guoc caa bo, ra dang ngudi 16n. “Ciling chang biét thé nao,” c6 bé nhac
lai 1an nita, r6i 1é do néi thém: “B6 ditng 1én di a.”

“Cam on con,” Daniel 1én tiéng. Anh ding day, phui phuai dau goi. “Bo
hita 1a bd sé tot hon. B6 sé danh thoi gian con lai cia ngay hom nay dé
luyén tap, va chac chan khi me dwa cac con t6i day vao thit Sau thi bo da
tr& thanh 6ng b6 hoan héo r6i.”

Lydia va Christopher bong ngo6i thd than. Natalie nhan ra ngay, chiéc thia
dang dwa 1én miéng ciling ngirng lai. Co bé lo lang nhin cham cham Lydia
roi lai nhin sang Christopher, d6i mat duwong nhu to hon va long lanh hon,
r6i hai giot nwéc mat ngan ngan, day ang 1én va rung rung chuc trao ra.

Daniel rat tir trong tdi chiéc khan tay cham bi tim va véi qua ban dé dwa
cho c6 con gai bé bong. Natalie vui mat vao khan khoc. Daniel dwa tay don
c6 con gai bé nho va co bé voi tréo 1én long b6 khoc nite nd. Anh vong tay
om con gai va kéo dau c6 bé nép dudi cam minh. Anh noéi véi hai dita kia
bang mot giong nha nhan nhung citng ran:

“Cu0i tuan khong c6 chuyén gi chi, bé hy vong thé? Thit Sdu cac con sé
tGi phai khong? B6 khong nham lich, ding khong? Cudi tuan nay la téi lugt

bd dwgc & cung cac con ding khong?”

Lydia kéo dan tdt ca cac co mat hét cd dé khong con boc 10 bat ky cam
xic nao; nhung Christopher van ngoi xiu mat. Mat n6 khé Iwét qua anh mat
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day hoai nghi cia bo va v6 tinh liéc ding 14 thw chwa boc dung canh tii do
an cho chim.

Khong qua dwgc mat Daniel.
‘(A ha!)’

Ngay 1ap titc, nhitng y dinh t6t dep ban dau tan bién. Quang vo6i Natalie
t0i nghiép sang mot bén, anh nhdy t6i vo 1ay phong bi va xé toac ra xem.
Po6i mat anh lwét nhanh 10i nhan ngan ngi, r6i nheo lai va anh 1én tia nhin
gian gitr.

Tay anh kep chat mép t& gidy, cac dot tay trd nén trang béch.

“Mu phu thiay! Mu phu thay ich ky, vo tam, thiéu suy nghi!”

“B6'”

“Cudp trang trgn nhitng ngay cudi tuan caa bd! Sao ¢6 ta dam lam thé?
Sao c0 ta ddm lam thé?”

“Bo, con xin bo!”

“B0 sé giét co ta. Chac chan la thé. Thinh thodng b6 van nghi minh sé cat

»
!

€O 0 ta mot cach ha hé

“Dirng! Bo! DBung!” Natalie nhdy phat xuong ghé. Nwéc mat chdy dai
trén md, c6 bé lao nhanh t&i ddm thum thup vao ngudi bo.

Lydia thue sy bi soc.

“B6! Vi Chaa!”
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Christopher béi roi cwc do. N6 tudt khoi ghé va nép bén canh chiéc 16ng
chim dé tranh con thinh nd ctia bé. Thang bé ghét phdi chitng kién nhitng
canh thé nay. N6 vdi tay dé tim kiém sy an i am ap ctia con vat nho bé va
miim mim mau xam. Thang bé ty hdi Hetty nghi sao vé nhitng con thinh no
dai dang no6 phai chiu dyng ké ti*r ngay cau chti mua né vé. Ban dau la
nhitng cudc khau chién ndy lta & trong bép, roi dén man ném bat dia va
tham chi ca thitc an. Christopher va Lydia trong Itiic co rum ngudi lai ¢ mot
x6 nao doé trong nha - thuwdong thi dwéi néi cta Natalie vi hai dita cam thay
do 1a noi binh yén nhét - van nghe thay tiéng do vo cung tiéng la hét kich
dong. Moi lan nhw thé ching luon ty héi Hetty trong chiéc 16ng kia c6 an
toan khong. Piéu gi sé xdy ra néu bd hodc me quang vat gi dé sac hoac
nhon, thdm chi la hoi cltng mot chit? Piéu gi sé xdy ra néu nhitng thi dé
dap vao chiéc long, va lic dé Hetty sé thé nao? Nhitng lic khong khi bot
cang thang hon, Christopher muon xin phép mang chiéc long vao phong
minh; nhung né khéng biét phai gidi thich sao v&i bd me, sg ho lai néi con
16i dinh, thé nén n6 danh dep bé y dinh do.

Vi 1é d6, Hetty phdi chitng kién tat ca nhitng tran cai va nay lta; roi ca
nhitng cudc ban tinh lanh lung va thé thdm kéo dai hang tuan, hang thang
vé van dé tién nong, vé rém ctra, ho trg nudi con cai hay ai lay céi ban nao,
ai gitt tam anh nao. Nhitng lan tranh cai nhw thé cé lam né béd an hay
khong? Cé lam n6 6m khdéng? Va ngay ca bay gio, rat lau sau khi bo da
chuyén ra & riéng va mang theo Hetty theo ding dé nghi ctia me, chi vi me
hy vong c6 thé tan huwdng mot cudc song yén a hon & do tuoi khong con son
tré, van bung no nhitng giay phut kinh khung va bat ngd nay - du rang no
khong con thuc sy dang sg, song ciing khong dé chiu chiit nao.

Khong biét n6 c6 thay phién khong nhi? Thang bé ngan nga vdi Hetty
bang chat giong nhe nhang, khong c6 giai diéu trong khi dwa tay vudt nhe
b6 16ng cta con chim. Pay la thit am thanh thang bé luén phat ra khi moi
thi xung quanh tré nen that kho chiu. N6 dem lai cho Chistopher cam giac
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duwgce 1an tron dang sau mot birc twdng va cai am thanh déu déu, buon té va
ngoc nghéch d6 luén lam Daniel cam thay lo lang.

Va né phat huy tac dung that. Ngay khi tiéng ngan nga khong thanh giai
diéu d6 xam lan vao y thitc Daniel, anh lién c6 hét sitc dap tan tam trang

gat gong dé quan tam tdi 1 tré.

Vit 14 the da khién anh n6i khung xuong dat, anh g& tay Natalie dang
bam lay chan minh ra va bé c6 bé trd lai ban an.

“Bo6 xin 10i,” anh néi. “B6 16 16i. B6 khong c6 y nhuw vay. Bo hita sé
khong noéi nhitng diéu khé nghe vé me con nita.”

“Bo khong noi sé cat cd6 me nita chir?”
“Bo khong noi sé cat cd6 me nita.”

Natalie danh phdi tin b6. C6 bé quét nwéc mat nwdc mii vao tay ao
khoac cta bo, dé lai nhitng vét nwéc 16n trén do.

“Cling chang biét thé nao,” co bé dinh dac néi.
“Thé mdi la Natty cta b6 chi.”

“Me viét gi trong thw ha b6?”

“Con dung dé y lam gi.”

“Néi cho con biét di.”

“Khong phai bay gio con a.”
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“No6i cho con biét di bo.”

Daniel nhin sang hai dita 16n. Lydia da quay ra doc dong thw anh gti cac
doan kich tuan qua, trong thw anh néu nhitng thanh tich dat duwgc va bay to
san sang tham gia dién xudt. Anh thay kha vui vi da gwri thw cho nhitng
ngwoi ban cli @ nha hat dé hoi xem hg c6 nghe ngéng dugc thong tin kha
quan nao khong. Christopher van cham chu véi con chim cut. Hai dita
khong dita nao may may to ra quan tam tdi ngi dung la thv me chung gui,
va gio thi Daniel hiéu ra ching da tim cach nao d6 dé doc thw trudc ca anh.
Ban khoan khong biét chiing da lam cach nao, Daniel giéi thich v6i c6 con
gai nho Natalie:

“Me con nghi rang Lydia va Christopher can vai b quan 4o méi. Nén
me sé gilt cac con ¢ nha vao t0i thit Sdu dé sang thit Bay dwa cac con di
mua sam. Vi thé tdi gio an trwa cac con mai c6 thé dén cho bo dugce.”

“Rat c6 thé phai dén budi tra chiéu,” Christopher chua chat lam bam; va
khi Lydia khong hé 1én tiéng bénh virc me, cau bé c6 1ay hét can dam noi:
“Nhu thé khong cong bang. D6 la ngay cudi tuan cua bé. Me dau can phai
dé dén tan bay gid mdi mua quan do. Con thi chi can tat théi. Ma bo cling
c6 thé mua tat co ma.”

“Téat nhién la bo c6 thé,” Daniel khang dinh. “B6 cling c6 thé mua vay.
Va giay thé duc, quan 4o len, va tham chi ca quan 16t ctia con gai nita.”

Nghe dén d6, Natalie cwgi tham. Christopher bong ngan nga.

“Bat ky cai gi me c6 thé mua, thi b6 cé thé mua khéo hon! B6 cé thé mua
moi thit khéo hon me!”

N6 nam tay Natalie, vira hat giong khan khan vira cing em quay tron.
Khi quay qua cho bo, Natalie ndm tay b6 dé bo cing quay véi hai anh em.
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Lydia cling tw nguyén hoa cung moi nguoi trede sw ngac nhién cua Daniel.

“Bat ky cai gi me c6 thé mua, thi b6 cé thé mua khéo hon! B6 cé thé mua
moi thit khéo hon me!”

“Puing, bo co thé.
“Puing, bo co thé.
“Puing, bo co thé.
“Puing, bo co thé.
“Puing, bo co thé.
“Puing, bo co thé.
“Pung, bo co thé!”

Tat ca cung cuwoi lan cwdi bo. Natalie tréeo 1én bung bo va bat 1én bat
xuong cho dén khi anh gitt chat c6 bé ngoi xuéng.

Qua phan khich, Christopher hét twéng: “Bo oi! Di n6i véi me thoi!”
Daniel lién buong Natalie ra, dang rong hai tay.

“Cac con biét me cac con...” anh hién tir nhac nha.

“B0 goi dién cho me di!”

“B0 noi cho me biét di!”
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“Tai sao ching con phdi mat ca budi toi thit Sdu va gan nhw ca ngay thw
Bay khong dugc ¢ bén bo?”

“B0 c6 thé mua tat!”
“Thé md&i cong bang!”
“Cudi tuan nay la caa bo, khong phai ctia me.”

Giong noi, cling nhv nhitng 10i dé nghi, tré nén yéu dan. Ching ciing
hiéu r6 me minh. “Ching ta c6 thé xin me.”

“Pung, hdy xin me!”

“Biét ddu me lai dong y.”

“Chung ta c6 thé goi y v6i me chuyén dé.”
“Néi bong gi6 vé chuyén do.”

“Cho du me sé khong cho phép.”

“Me sé khong bao gio cho phép.”

“Khong bao gio!”

“Nhu thé khong céng bdng, phai khong?”
“Khong, that khong cong bang...”

Daniel nhin quanh khu6n mat 1 tré mét lwgt, khuén mat non nét nhat thé
hién noi that vong, hai khuon mat kia dang thuwong dén t6i nghiép. Anh néi
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v6i Lydia: “Con da biét tir Itic con dén day phai khong?”

Co bé gat dau, chan nan khong buon giau giém thém nita.

“Con ctling thé phai khong?”

Christopher nhun vai.

“Nhung Natalie thi khong.”

“Co thé con bé cling biét r6i,” Christopher thét 1én. “L.an nao ma chang
thé. Ct khi nao chiing con sap dén cho bo la me lai c6 tim ly do ngan can.
Bia ra mot ba co6 gia nao d6 may nam r6i cha qua cap gi, nhung dot nhién
lai n6i khéng thé song nd6i mot tuan nita néu khong dugce dung tra cung
ching con.”

“Hoac me mua vé gi d6 va néi la chi con cho vao ding ngay dé.”

“Hodc me khang khang la ching con phéi vé nha dé di kham bénh.”

“Hodc kham rang.”

“Hodc dwa ching con dén ché bé mudn hang gio lién vi me phai di stra

»

Xe.

“Hodc dén don chung con tredc hang gid lién vi me phai mang xe tré lai
tiém stra xe.”

“Chung con it khi dugc gap bo.”

“Ma hé gap bo la me lai goi dién sudt ngay.”
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“Pé kiém soat chiing con, lam nhw chiing con la tré so sinh khong bang.”
“Pé kiém soat bo.”

bién thoai, nhw n6i am anh dad dwoc cai dat dung gio, bat dau reo &
phong bén. Moi ngudi cung ngoi yén, khoé chiu va im lang.

“Pé bo nghe,” cudi cung Daniel 1én tiéng.

“O khong bé dirng nghe,” Lydia néi. “Hém nay con khong thé chiu hon
dugc nita. Con sé nghe may.”

Co nang day manh chiéc ghé lai phia sau. Tiéng chan ghé mai xuéng san
khién ai ndy déu thay rgn ca chan rang. Tat ca déu ngoi im phang phac khi
Lydia phi qua ctra bép tGi nhac 6ng nghe, cham diit hoi chuong déu déu dai
dang. Daniel thdy Natalie dang 14y tay bit chat hai tai. Anh au yém nhéc doi
ban tay nhé bé ra va dat vao d6 mot nu hon. Christopher bat dau phat ra
nhitng tiéng ngan nga kho chiu, nhung Daniel chi nghién chat rang khong
noi mot 10i nao.

Lydia quay trd lai.

“On chttr con?” Daniel tréu choc con bé. “Con khong dinh néi cho moi
nguoi biét me con néi gi a?”

Anh khong bao gio mdy may nghi rang con bé sé noi. Con bé sé khong
bao gio hé rang. NO sé quay trd lai véi vé mdt cau kinh, va khi dwogc héi, no
sé chi nhun vai va sung sia noi: “Khong co gi.” N6 thuong gitt im lang
hang gio, doi khi con lau hon thé, va chi néi cho Daniel néu lic nao do6 vo
tinh gdp anh m6t minh xGi dat chdu canh dat trén ta dung coc chén ngoai
phong khéch, hodc treo quan 4o trong phong ngu, hodc tir nha vé sinh ra.
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“Cudc dién thoai dé...” con bé néi bang giong thd o lanh gia. Daniel gat
dau ra chiéu dang cham chu lang nghe. “Me noi tién bd gii thang nay lai
cham bdn ngay, va bé hdy c6 gang gwi ding ngay hon mot chit.” Hay,
“Con phai nhac bo rang bon chiéc tat bon con mang t&i cho bo tir niva thang
triréc van chua duge mang vé nha. Mot d6i mau nau, mot chiéc dai mau dé
va mot chiéc di & truong.”

“Pung r6i!” Daniel c6 gang thot ra mot cach vui vé nhat c6 thé ma hai
ham rang cit nghién chat. Lydia da phai lén di cho khac.

Anh chogt hiéu ra lan nay chac han khéng phdi la van dé nhé nhat nhw
chuyén may cai tat. Mat con bé trong buon ba va tai nhgt. C6 vé nhu né
dang c6 gang kim nén con titc gian. Anh ghé sg¢ nhan ra rang lan nay, du
diéu co ta noi la gi di chang nita, né cling that khing khiép, khting khiép
dén nodi con gai anh khong thé giit riéeng cho minh, du chi trong choc lat.
Con bé sap noi hét cho moi nguoi nghe.

“Lydia!” anh c6 gang chan con bé lai.

Nhung da qua mudn. Con bé da quay sang phia em trai. Tiéng ngan nga
cta Christopher da bién thanh tiéng am r ngat quang, kho citng va yéu 6t
trong khi thang bé nhin cham cham vao nhitng biéu hién trén khuén mat chi
gai.

“Me nhan em,” c6 bé noi. “Khong thé dgi dén khi em vé nha, phai hai
tiéng nita co. Em phdi dugc biét ngay bay gio. Me phai goi dién dé thong
bao. Em phai dwoc biét.”

“Biét cai gi a?” thang bé hoi chi m6t cach sg hai.

Lydia hit mot hoi that dai.
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“Lydia! Dirng néi!”

Duong nhu dé la mot thi cé vi that toi té ma con bé khong thé ngam
trong miéng dugc nita, chi con cach ndi ra ngay lap tirc.

“Con meéo da tdn cong chudt ciia em. Lan nay diang la né da tan cong
ching. N6 da xé nat hai con chudt toi nghiép. Ca hai déu da chét, Henry va
Madge. Me n6i me vé dén nha thi da thady mot mé 16n xon va vét mau day

day trén tham.”

Vira thong bao xong cai tin khing khiép do, Lydia quay di, rung rung
nwdc mat.

Christopher d6 gap ngudi xudng san, guc dau vao hai canh tay. Hai vai
triu xuong.

Natalie lai dua tay bit chat hai 16 tai.
Daniel nhin khap lwgt ba dita tré mat tai nhot vi dau dén. “Giéi lam, mu
Miranda gia kia,” anh 1dm bam mo6t minh. “Lai mot bita tra nita bi pha

héng. Nén hay gitip b, mot ngay nao dé bo sé cat c6 mu ta!”

Natalie van dang bit chat hai 10 tai, khong nghe thay b6 néi gi.
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2. Tran nhr nhong trudc mat hang xém

Sau gig, Daniel thay khong thé vo nhw dang cho thoi diém thich hop dé
thong bao vdi 1 tré tin néng hoi cia minh. Néu anh ¢t nan na mai thi sé
dén lic chung phai vé nha. Va anh sé phai dogi thém bon ngay dai dang
dang treedc khi ching tré lai vao cudi tuan, ma khong chirng trong thoi gian
do lai c6 nguoi khac noi cho ching hay cling nén.

Anh mu6n dugc ty minh thong bao véi li tré. Nhuwng mat khac...
Mot chit din do trong long Daniel Hilliard. Anh mét anh nhin khip
phong mong tim dugc 1y do nao do6 dé tri hoan roi dirng lai & ché con chim

lic nay dang ngu say trong long.

Daniel tham nghi khi nao con chim kéu chip chip, anh sé n6i cho bon tré.
Dt khoat 1a nhw thé. Khong phai dan do gi nita.

Quyét dinh thé roi, anh ngoi that yén lang, so bat ky tiéng dong hay ct
chi nao cua minh ciing c6 thé lam Hetty giat minh tinh day khong dung ltc.

Bong Christopher hat hoi. Chui chim choang tinh va kéu chip chip.

Lan nay khong tinh, Daniel ty nha.

Christopher lai hat hoi lan nita. Thang bé dang ngoi canh déng phoi bao
do6 trén to bao dat dudi dat, gan nhitng cai phoi bao to va cong nhat lén

chiéc bia md ma né dy dinh sé cam trén ndm mo cua hai chi chudt yéu
quy. Moi lan bgi dong phoi bao c6t tim cho dwgc cai hoan hao dé trang tri
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tiép hinh xoan 6c, dam mun go lai bay soc vao miii nd. Thang bé hat hoi
lan tht ba, Ian nay con to hon nhitng lan trudc.

Con chim lai kéu lan nita. Biét khong thé nan na thém nita, Daniel ditng
day, vuot thang ca vat, roi hang giong thong bao:

“B0 ¢6 tin méi can théng bao.”

Christopher roi mat khoi bia mg, ngwdc 1én nhin bd. Lydia ngé cham
cham b6 qua cudn truyén tranh Beano nhau nat ma con bé da doc dén lan
thit ba. Ngo6i ¢ ban, Natalie ngirng t6 mau va cling ngang 1én nhin bo.

“Bo da tim duwogc viéc lam roi.”

Mot chut im lang. Natalie cwdi rac rich trong khi hai dia kia hop ma vao
va quay sang liéc nhin nhau, nhung Daniel khong dé y. Anh qua ngugng
ngung, quay ra noi voi cha chim:

“O truong cao ddng nghé thuat. Mot tuan bén budi sang va hai budi t6i.”

Lic nay, Natalie tiy 6m lay minh va dung dwa. Christopher cti dau xuong
tam bia mo dé gidu voi nu cuwdi, nu cwdi dau tién cia thang bé sau ci dién

thoai. Lydia gidu mat vao cudn truyén tranh.

“Viéc d6 khong han lién quan dén dién xuat,” Daniel tiép tuc. “Nhung
lvong khong t6i, khong t6i chit nao, so véi...”

“So vai gi ha bo?” Christopher hoi, va Daniel tra 10i hoi do du.
“So vdi nhitng gi bo phai lam.”
Lydia héi mot cach ranh manh, “Thé bo phai lam gi a?”
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Bay gio thi dén lwot Christopher cwdi ric rich con Natalie phai nhét ngay
nam ddm vao miéng dé khong bat cuwoi thanh tiéng. Im lang mot lic, réi
Daniel tra 10i mot cach vui vé, “Khong nhiéu lam. Dai loai 1a bd chi ngo6i

im »
“Pai loai la ngoi im a?”
“Hodc dirng im.”

Lydia néi, “Vay b6 c6 phédi nam im khong a?”

“Co, c6 thé bo phdi nam im. Co, c6 thé, d6i khi, néu duwgc yéu cau.
Pung, c6 thé.”

Natalie khong thé kiém ché dugc nita.

“B0 sé mdc gi a?” con bé hoi. “Tiép tuc di b6, néi cho ching con nghe
di! B0 sé mdc gi khi lam cong viéc d6?”

Khu6n mdt bong do birng birng, Daniel budc t6i dita con gai nhé.

“Con da biét r6i! Cac con da biét hét roi! Lan nao cac con ciing biét hét
moi chuyen!”

Christopher cwoi nhan nhd.

“Me gian lam bé a,” thang bé néi vdi vé man nguyén. “Me da noéi khung
1én. Con chwa bao gi® thay me titc gian nhw thé. Ngay ca khi bd lam cho
bon tré trong bita tiéc ctia Natalie khiép s¢ khi thinh linh xuat hién trong
trang phuc khi dot, con cling khéng thay me gian thé. Hay khi b6 gia vo la
da lui xe vao nguoi ba. Ca khi bé no6i bé nghe thay tiéng tich tac phat ra tw
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chiéc tii dung d6 & Woolworths va khién cho ca doi chuyén thdo g& bom
t0i x0i tung cra hang tap hoa cua ba lao kia nita.”

“B06 hiéu roi,” Daniel lanh lung ngat 10i thang bé. “Me con khong thich
thé.”

“Puwong nhién 1a me khong thich thé r6i a.”
“O, 1& ra me cac con nén vui méi phai chi¢. Co ta cha lubn mom can nhan
vé viéc bo cham dwa tién hang thang con gi. Lé ra c6 ta phai vui vi cudi

cung bo cling tim dwgc viéc lam chi.”

“Nhung, b6 oi!” Lydia thét 1én. “Cong véi cha viéc gi ma lai thé! Noi
thang ra la lam mot ngwoi mau khéa than!”

Natalie khong thé khong cudi khiic khich.

“Co gi dang xdu ho dau,” Daniel khang dinh mot cach hung hon. “B6 1a
mot cong viéc thuc thu. Mot cong viéc dugce tra lwong hau hinh. Phai c6 ai
lam coéng viéc dé ch.” Anh thang nguoi 1én. “Noi that, bd cho rang bd lam
viéc d6 kha tot day.”

“Ba Hooper ciing nghi thé,” Christopher ndi.

Daniel nhin thang bé cham cham.

“Ba Hooper u? Ba Hooper song canh nha cac con u? Tai sao ba ta lai
biét?”

“Ba dy da nhin thay bd.”

“Nhin thdy b6 u?”
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Daniel hot hoang.
“R0i con vé bo nira co.”

“Vé bo u? Cai gi? Hoan toan khda than u? Khéng c6 mot manh quan ao
nao trén nguwoi sao?

“Ong Hooper da dén than phién v6i me vé viéc d6 b6 a.”

“Bo khong tin lai nhw thé.” Daniel 6m lay dau. “Hang xém cii cua toi da
nhin thdy t6i khéng mac gi!”

“Ba ay cling gan nhw khong tin chuyén dé,” Lydia néi. “Ba ay no6i ban
dau ba ay con khéng nhan ra b6 khi boé khéa than, béi boé hoan toan khong
giong v&i nhitng gi ba van hinh dung.”

“Hinh dung? Hinh dung w?” Mit Daniel tr& nén tai nhot. “Y con 1a bao
nhiéu nam b6 deo uing ditng no6i chuyén vo tw véi ba ta qua hang rao vé bon
con trung an ré ca rot va bénh khoai tay thoi thi nguwdi dan ba dé ditng

chong cao va hinh dung xem bo sé thé nao khi khoa than u?”

“0, hinh nhw 6ng Hooper ciing nghi thé, 6ng dy di sang than phién véi
me thé ma.”

“Ong ay néi v6i me ring diéu dé that kinh khang,” Natalie twong thuat
lai mot cach sung swéng.

“Thyc sy qua kinh khing,” hai dita con lai phu hoa theo. R6 rang la
nhitng tir nglt trong cudc ndi chuyén do da khac sau vao tam tri ching.

“0, 6ng ta di néi thé that sao?” Daniel hoi.
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Khong chit nghi ngoi, anh nhat doan day thirng twéng twgng trong dong
day twéng twgng vit trén san nha va bat dau that nit day treo co.

“R0i,” anh hoi bang giong binh than ma day de doa, “cac con nghe me
noi sao?”

Lydia va Christopher lién nhdy nhdy mat canh bao Natalie. Nhung da
qua muon. Natalie da nhanh nhau tra 106i:

“Me noi la me ciling thay thé that kinh khing bo a.”

Daniel thiét chat sgi day treo c0 twdng twrong thém mot chuit.

“0, cb ta da noi thé sao?” anh lanh luing hoi. “C6 ta da néi thé that sao?”

“Vang. bung la me da noi thé.”

“Roi sau do thi sao?” Daniel hoéi don, dwa tay quét miii.

Khong hé dé y nhitng ddu hiéu canh bao, Natalie tiép tuc ngdy tho ké.

“Sau d6 ong Hooper 16i birc tranh ba Hooper vé b6 khéa than giau trong
tii Sainsbury ra, r6i dung lén chiéc ban trong phong khach. Sau dé, ca 6ng
ady va me déu nhin cham cham bic tranh mé6t thoi. Roi me cwoi khic
khich.”

“Co ta da cuoi that sao?”

Natalie bong tré nén tram tw.
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“B0 it khi thay me cudi,” c6 bé nhan xét. “Me ban qua nén khong c6 lic
nao cuwoi duge hét.”

“U, diing thé,” Daniel dong y. “Me con con mai mé diéu hanh dé ché"
nén cha lic nao c6 thoi gian cudi 1dy mot céi. Bo phai cam thay ty hao vi
lan nay me con da ban cho b6 mot ngoai 18.”

“P6 khong phai la dé ché,” Lydia bénh me ra mat. “D6 la cong ty. Cong
ty thiét bi 4&nh sang. V&i lai me cé cwdi thi bo cling khong nén trach me.

Mot vai chi tiét trén bitc tranh ctia ba Hooper rat buén cudi.”

Daniel bat dau budc chiéc day thirng twéng twong lén céi gia phia trén
dau.

“0, vay u? Chi tiét nao, chinh xac la chi tiét nao dang budn cudi?”

“B0 cling biét ma,” Lydia ndi, dén lwgt con bé c6 doi chit ngwgng nghiu.
“Nhirng chi tiét buon cuwoi ay. Bo hoan toan khoa than ma!”

Daniel kiém tra do bén cta sgi day thitng twdng twgng va thit xem nut
that caa sgi day thong long trwot cé 6n khong.

“Nguoi mau khéa than la mot nghé dang kinh,” anh 1én 16p 1ii tré. “Nghé
thuat rat quan trong va nguwoi nghé si phai hoc nd. Néu nguoi nghé si hoc
tap trong cai ma ngudi ta van goi la dép hoc thue té, thi ngwsi mau cua
nhitng 16p hoc thyc té€ dy c6 dong gép dang ké vGi mot xa hoi van minh va
c6 van hoda.”

“Tham chi khi khong mac quan 4o a?” Natalie cwdi ruc rich.

Co0 bé c6 gang lai bo quay trd lai khia canh ma c6 bé quan tam nhat.
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“Tham chi khi khng mac quan do,” Daniel nghiém tic nhac lai.
Christopher cwoi nhan nhd.

“Vay tai sao b6 khong chao ba ay a?”

“Con vtra noi gi?”

“Sao ¢ 16p vé bo khong chao ba Hooper? Ba ay noi rang trong sudt ba
tiéng bo khong hé nhay mat hay gat dau chao ba ay.”

“B06 dau c6 nhin thdy ba ta!”

“Nhung ba dy nhin thay bo, thdy moi chi tiét trén co thé bo. Ba ay noi la
khodng cach gan dén noi ba dy tham chi c6 thé vo 1én ngwe bo.”

Daniel ditng thang ngudi 1én. Anh c6 mot chiéu cao that dang né.

“Chong ba ta n6i cdm c6 sai teo nao,” anh noéi véi li tré. “Ba ta that kinh
khung, ding la kinh khing.”

“Ba ay chi nghi dang ra bé nén thé hién tinh lang nghia x6m mdt chut
cht khong c6 y gi khac dau bd. Ba dy da no6i v6i me con thé nay: ‘Con
nguoi ta that kho hiéu? Minh & gan nha ho hang nam trdi, n6i chuyén véi
ho hang gid lién qua hang rao, da th chuyén, nao la bénh dom trang &
khoai tay, nao la ndm vay & tao, roi thi bénh thoi ré. Dot nhién mét ngay
nao dé, minh chi ngo6i cach ho c6 vai buéc chan ma ho khong buén chao
héi minh lay mot cau!””

“Nhung b6 khong nhin thdy ba ta!”
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“Me ciling n6i vGi ba dy nhu thé. Me bao c6 thé do bé qua xau ho khi
phai khoa than di qua di lai trwéc mdt nhitng nguoi hoan toan xa la nén
khong dam nhin vao mat bat ky ai.”

Daniel giat manh nut thong long vo hinh.

“Bo khong ‘di qua di lai’,” anh rit qua ké rang. “Lic dé b6 gan nhu ditng
bat dong. Bo la ‘Adam trong Vuon Dia dang’.”

“Ba Hooper ndi la ba ay luon thich tha khi nghi rang Adam trong con co
da c6 thit hon bd. Ba ay ndi trong bo giong ‘than Chét’ hon.”

Daniel gwom guwom nhin 1a tré.

“Mu Hooper la mét mu dan ba thiéu van héa,” anh néi véi li tré. “Ca
ong chong cua mu ciing thé. Ca me cac con ciing thé. Bay gi0 cac con
muon lén an gi nita vé cong viéc mdi ctia bo thi noéi ludn di, néi xong thi tir
nay vé sau khong bao gid dwgc néi tdi chuyén nay niva!”

“B0 dau can phdi noi khung 1én vGi ching con nhw vay,” Christopher 1én
tiéng. “Chi vi me khong dong tinh v4i cong viéc mdi cia bo.”

“Khong phai me khong dong tinh vdi cong viéc,” Lydia nhan manh. “Me
no6i me ciling phan nao hiéu rang can co ai do lam nguwdi mau khéa than cho
nhitng nguwdi muon hoc vé thay vi phai ra ngoai kiém séng. Me chi néi don
gian la du chét me cling khong thé hiéu tai sao ngwdi do lai chinh la bd cua
con minh.”

“Thé thi,” Daniel 1én tiéng, “me con khong chi la ngwdi thiéu van héa ma

con la mot ké dao dirc gid. Va cling khong biét diéu nita, béi bo sé dung so6
tién kiém dugc dé dong tién nudi day cac con ding hen hon.”
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“Me ndi la me khong tin diéu d6. Me ndi lam viéc dé thi bo con lau méi
kiém duwoc nhiéu tién.”

“Tham chi con khéng bang tién cong mot tuan cia c6 don dep nha
minh.”

Daniel t6 vé hoai nghi.
“Nhung nha cac con lam gi c6 ngudi don dep.”
“Gio thi chua,” Lydia thtra nhan. “Nhung sap c6 r6i a.”

“Me cac con can ngudi don dep lam gi? Chang phai co ta van thich don
dep nha ctra sao? Nha c0 ta lic nao ciing sach sé, sang bong va that hoan
hdo. Buéc vao nha la nguwdi ta nhitc hét cd mat roi. San siéc lic nao ciing
bong loang, chang khac nao trong quang cdo nuwdc lau bép.” Nhd lai nhitng
tran khau chién tredc day, anh ngirng mot lic roi mai ti€p tuc vdi giong pha
chit buén ba: ‘““Gid ciing thé, me con luon ludn thich sach sé ding khong?
Ban than b6 thi ludn thay thodi mai hon khi nha ctra bira bon mot chut.”

Anh dang rong canh tay, moi moc 1i tré tan huwéng su 1on xon thoai mai
trong nha minh. Gi4 sach trong géc da do xé sang mot bén tam thang roéi
méi bi anh tréng thdy. Chiéc chao dén bang gidy bui bam bam ling lang
tren dui den.

Va thung rac day 16i tdo, vé cam va vo chudi hang tuan nay chua dé da
bat dau phan huy, ai khong biét lai twdng anh dang u phan trong nha. Vé ty
hao cida Daniel dan nhwong cho cho vé lo lang. Nhitng 16p bui day kit
khién bé mat trong can nha khéng con chit do sang, chi dirng no6i dén sang
boéng. D6 dac viit lung tung, 10n xon. Tam rém treo xoc xéch. Bdo doc xong
thi quang tung tée khap phong, thé nén khi anh yéu cau Christopher cho mé&
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phoi bao va hoé dan 1én mot to bao, thang bé chi can don gian chuyén tr ban
xuong bién gidy trai khap nén nha va ti€ép tuc céng viéc ctia minh.

Daniel cling phéi cong nhan rang can phong khong khac bai chién truong
la mdy. Ngay ca Hetty ciling gép phan pha hong nhitng no luc gitt can nha

gon gang bdi no ludn da tung thitc an thira va soi 16t 16ng xudng nén nha.

bay khong phdi lan dau tién Daniel cam thay cé chat that vong ké ti khi
anh ty minh dam nhiém viéc sap xép do dac trong nha.

“Can phai don dep cho nay mot chit,” anh thita nhan. “Bo sé lam viéc
do.”

MGdi nghi dén viéc phdi vat va hang gid don dep nha ctta la anh da thay
kinh hoang. Dé thém quyét tam, anh quay sang Lydia.

“B0 khong c6 y toc mach chuyén ctia me con dau,” anh rao treéc don
sau, “nhuwng bo muon héi vi diéu dé cling lién quan tGi bo thodi, kiéu nhw
mot cong nhan tay nghé kém hoi ngwoi c6 tay nghé ay ma - bo sé tiét kiém
duwoc bao nhiéu tién néu ty don dep nha?”

“Nam bang mot gio,” Lydia lap tuc tra 10i.

“Cai gi?” Daniel thuc sy bi soc. “Nam bang mot gio u? Dé don dep ngoi
nha da sach bong sao? D€ lau chui nhitng vét ban m& md bong dau xuat
hién trén chiéc gwong sang bong u? Con c6 chac khong day?”

“Cong viéc do con bao gom ca trong tré nita,” Lydia nhac nhad bé.

“Trong tré u?”

Daniel to vé boi roi.
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“B0 biét ma. Trong chiing con trong khodng thoi gian tit lic chiing con
tan hoc t&i khi me vé nha lic sau ru6i.”

“Y con 1a goi dién cho canh sat néu dén bén rudi ma mot trong ba dita
bon con chwa vé nha ha? Nhac nhé em trai con phai treo do 1én mac thay vi
vitt & san trong phong khach? Nhac Natty khi dén chuwong trinh Blue Peter?
Giup hoc viét chinh ta? Khen nggi néu mén toan dwgc diém cao? May viéc
dai loai nhu thé sao?”

“Con nghi la thé.”

“Nam bang mot gio!” Daniel rén 1i. “Nam bdng mét gio!” Con cao hon
sO tiéen bo kiém dugc khi ding tro tro nhw cédi cao trwdc mat bao nhiéu
nguoi, phoi minh cho nguwoi ta xoi moi!

“Con phdi nau an mot chut nita,” Lydia c6 gang an i bo.

“N4u an mot chat v? Nau an mot chut? Nghia la dung 1vGi dao quét it bo
lac 1én banh mi! Thinh thoang lugc tring! Bat 1o nwéng! Co nguoi nao lai
khong mudn kiém nam bang mét gio' dé lam nhitng cong viéc nhuw thé chi?
B6 khong thé tin diéu d6! Me con nghi gi ma lai ném tién bd gtri theo cach
do6 chi?”

Lydia lanh lung dap.

“Dé co6 thé khong phai la tién ctia bo. Co thé l1a cia me chit a. Nam nay,
cong ty cia me kiém dugce kha hon. Va me nghi 1a trd cho ngudi khac may
dong lwong it 6i thi khong phai cho 1am - nhat 1a khi d6 1a mot phu nit. Me
cho rang ngudi ta sé lam viéc t6t hon néu khong phai lan tan liéu ché khac
c6 trd thdp hon khong. Me noéi rang do la cach nghi phéng khoang cta
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nguoi quan ly, va chinh cach nghi d6 da giiap me dat duwgc thanh cong nhw
ngay hom nay.”

“Chttc Quan ly Boc tén & D€ ché!”

“La cong ty cht a.”

“Tém lai 1a c6 tién thué ngudi don dep.”

“That ra la nguwoi giup viéc,” Christopher chinh lai, va cau bat can noi
thém: “Me no6i rang nam nay me sé phai di cong tac nhiéu hon, va me can

phai giao chung con cho mot ai do dang tin cay.”

“Tai sao me cac con lai khong dé cac con & cung bo? Bo la mot nguoi
dang tin cay. B6 con la bo cua cac con nita co ma.”

Christopher thay doi ngay nét mat. Thang bé tréd nén buén ba va mét
moi. NO trd 16i c6 phan cau kinh:

“Vi me khong thé.”

“Khong thé u?”

“Vang, khong thé.”

Daniel nhin thang bé v4i anh mat sac nhon.

“Con da héi me ding khong? Con da dé nghi dugc & véi bo phai
khong?”

Christopher do btrng mat. Thang bé dang noi gian. “Di nhién la ching
con da dé nghi nhu thé,” n6 dap lai.
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“Thé me con noi sao?”

“Me khong noi gi nhiéu,” thang bé trd 16i dit khoat roi quay di.
Daniel nam 14y vai thang bé va xoay ngudi no lai.

“Me - con - da - noi - gi?”

Hai da tré kia nhin cham chu.

“Me noi la diéu do c6 thé lam héng lich sinh hoat hang ngay ctia me.”

“Lam hong lich sinh hoat hang ngay v? Lam hdng lich sinh hoat hdng
ngay u?”

Mat Daniel khong hé biéu 16 chit cam xtc.
Daniel nam chét tay va ddm manh vao long ban tay bén kia.
“Nhung cac con c6 muon dén day khong?” anh lay manh nguwdi con trai.

Christopher cau kinh xoay phat sang Lydia cau vién. Con bé trd 10i thay
cho em trai.

“Tat nhién la em ay muon dén day chir a. Ca con ciing thé. Va Natty
cling vay. Sao chung con lai muén chiéu nao ciling ¢ nha cung vGi mot
nguwoi ma ching con khong hé biét, mot ngwoi lic nao cling chi biét cau:
‘Chau than yéu, cai nay c6 khong biét dau. Dgi me chau veé réi hoi xem thé
nao nhé!” Ching con khong muén thé. Chiing con thich dén day & véi bo
hon. Thich hon nhiéu. Nhung ching con c6 thich cling chang dwgc. Me sé
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khong doi nao dé ching con dén day, con con sé khéng vi thé ma khéc 16c
dau!”

No6i vay nhung mat con bé nhin nhy muén bat khoc.
Daniel noi:

“B0 c6 thé hoi me cac con.”

L tré déu im lang.

“Yéu cau do6 hoan toan chinh dang.”

Bon tré van khong hé dap lai. Nhung mat chung déu thé hién rat rd cau
trd 10i: da bao gid lam thé ma thay doi dugc quyét dinh ctia me chwa?

Daniel suy tu.
“B0 S€ thttr dwra me con ra toa lan nita...”
Lydia giat thot minh.

“O khong, b6, con xin bo! Dirng ra tda nita ma! Lan ra toa trwdc la da
lam r6i! Phién toa that khung khiép! Khiing khiép!”

Christopher voi vang 1én tiéng tng ho chi gai.
“Va nhu thé chi phi cong vo ich théi.”

“Phai,” Daniel 1én tiéng. “Chi t6 phi cong v6 ich. Thé nao me con ciing
lai bat dau bia ra hang loat 1y do hay ho, r6i viét vao nhitng 14 thw dai v6

https://thuviensach.vn



tan dé lang phi thoi gian cda chung ta.” Mat anh than tho nhin xa xam.
“Phai c¢6 tim cach khac théi...”

Chim trong suy tw, anh quay lung lai 1ii tré va rit chiéc khan tay cham bi
tim trong tdi ra. Cuén goéc khan vao hai ngén tay, anh kéo that cang. Roi,
tham chi con chwa kip nhén ra minh dang lam gi thi anh da quan phan con
lai ngan ngtn cua dai khan quanh vat gan minh nhat, moét 6 banh mi to cat
14t, roi siét chat lai.

Nhitng lat banh mi tung tée khap noi.

L tré nhin khong chép mat.
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3. Chuyén viéng tham cida mu phu thiy

Khi moi ngudi con dang cam cui nhdt vun banh mi roi trén san nha thi co
tiéng coi xe vang 1én ngoai ph6”. Daniel 1én nhin dong ho treo twong. Luc
dé la gan bay gio kém hai muoi phiat. Bye minh, anh vo nhw khong nghe
thdy tiéng coi giuc gia sac lanh bén ngoai.

Christopher ditng phat ddy va phti vun bdnh mi & tay. Lydia ngai ngan
nhin déng vun banh mi con vwrong vai trén san nha. Natalie lanh 16t: “Chac
la me day.”

“Chdc chdn khong phai!” Daniel gia vo hoai nghi mot chit. “Khong thé
la me cac con dugc, van con qua s6m. SGm hai muoi phit 1a it.” Anh virt
cho banh mi con lai trén ban vao thung rac. “Chac han la nguwoi khac day.”
Christopher ra gan ctra s6, da dé nhin xuéng pho ma khong bi phat hién.

“Nguoi nao khac ma ciing di Volvo u?” thang bé cat giong hoi.

“Tai sao khong?”

Christopher bat lyc nhin sang Lydia lic nay dang nguwéc mat lén troi va
thd dai.

“MGot chiéc mau do u?” Christopher cu nu.
“Co6 thé 1am chit. Chuyén nhu thé khong phai la khong cé,” Daniel ngoan

cd. Anh lo mo ném ca hét rac va chéi vao ti bat. “O day dau phai chi c6
moi mot chiéc Volvo.”
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“Van con chiéc Volvo nao khac chét day thung ctia Cong ty Thiét bi Anh
sang phia sau ay a? van con chiéc Volvo dé nao khac c6 mot quy ba toc do
dang cau gian ngoi sau vo lang u?”

Tiéng coi xe lai vang 1én gay gat va giuc gia.

“B0...?” Natalie nan ni vGi doi mat ngan nuwéc. Tiéng coi xe ti€p tuc réo
1én om som. Am thanh thidu kién nhan 4y lam lii tré cudng hét ca lén,

ching bat dau nhao nhac di thu nhat do dac ctia minh.

“Dirng lai!” Daniel hét 1én. “Ping cé nhao nhac nhw chay loan thé! Sao
mdy dita phai hodng s¢’ thé!”

Bon tré dirng lai, nhung van con do dv va lo lang. Daniel dang rong canh
tay va thuyét phuc:

“Me cac con tham chi con khong biét chac cac con cé dang ¢ day khong
vi hai mwoi phit nita méi dén gio déon co ma. Co thé ching ta dang di mua

sam hodc dang trong cong vién. Co ta khong thé biét dugc.”

“Me biét day a,” Christopher néi. Thang bé nhat 4o khoac 1én va bat dau
madc vao.

“Cdi ao ra!” Daniel hét lén.
Christopher nhin b6 tran tran.
“Caoi do ra mau!”

Christopher kéo 6ng tay 4o nhau nhi ra khoi tay r6i ném 4o xudng nén
nha.
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“B0 sé lam chung con gap rac réi day!” thang bé kéu 1én.

“Chac chan nhu vay,” Lydia dong y vGi em trai.

“B0 cho chiing con vé di bo,” Natalie nai ni.

“Nghe bo nay,” Daniel n6i. Anh hit that sdu va c6 gang tran tinh. “Nghe
b6 ndi day, ca ba dira. Khong thé dé chuyén nay tiép dién nita. Me dwa céac
con dén ddy mudn bén muoi phit ma cac con khéng dam néi nita 10i. Gio
0O ta lai dén don cac con sém hai mwoi phit. Co ta chi can 4n mot hoi coi
la y nhv rang cac con khong nghi dugc gi khac ngoai viéc ngoan ngoan
chay voi ra ngoai do.”

Anh chi ra.

“Nhin Natty dang thwong kia! Con bé sg chét khiép réi. Me chiing chi
phai doi trong xe c6 hai phit th6i ma Natalie da rom rém nwdc mat roi.”

Anh noi voi chinh minh.

“Nhin b6 di! B6 da phai dgi ca tuan va sau dé con phai dgi thém bon
muoi phit nita. Thé ma cé diva nao khéc dau!”

“Hai chuyén nay khong giéng nhau,” Christopher cai lai.
“Tai sao khong? Tai sao khong?”
“B0 biét la tai sao ma.”

“Pung, bo biét!” B6 ching dang nhanh chong mat ty cha. “Khong giong
nhau chi vi tinh ich ky, thiéu suy nghi va v tam ctia mu phu thiy ngoai
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kia. Khong giong vi nhu thé ddy, phai khong nao?”
Anh chém manh tay xuéng mat ban.

“Tu gio khong thé dé chuyén nay tiép dién nita. Cac con c6 hiéu khong?
Khéng thé tiép tuc nhu thé nira. Cac con ciing biét cac con khong chi la con
cta c6 ta. Cac con con la con cia bé nita. Co ta khong cé quyén cu xt véi
chitng ta nhu vay. B6 la mot ngwoi bo xitng dang.” Anh ditng ngay nguoi
1én. “Khéng, bé con hon ca thé 4’y ch. B6 la mot ngwdi bo rat tot. Bo
nhac co ta uéng vitamin khi c6 ta dang mang bau. Hau c6 ta an nhitng mén
vira ngon vira bo, gitip cho c0 ta bé thudc 14. B6 da ddm nhan tat ca nhitng
viéc mua sam nang nhoc, lam cho c6 ta vui, va con mang tra dén tan moém
O ta. Hé c6 ta mat binh tinh néi huyén thuyén la c6 ta khong mudn c6 con,
bd lai hita mang cac con dén mot cd nhi vién gan nhat ngay khi cac con
mdi sinh ra, bd cac con vao mét chiéc hop va dat trén bac ctra. Con doi hoi
gi hon nita @ mot nguwdi chong ch? Roi khi ¢ ta sinh con, b6 lai lam hét
sttc. B6 do danh, bong bé, tam giat, thay td, bam thitc an, cai banh danh cho
tré dang moc rang 1én 4o len cua cac con, day xe cho cac con...”

Con gian cta anh bung phat. Lydia va Christopher rau ri ditng lang thinh
con Natalie trong that boi r6i, mat con bé da ngan ngan nwdc chuc oa lén
khoc.

“Xin thia 1a bé cling da phai ng6i tré mat ra & may phong kham nhi chan
ngat va tham gia nhitng nhém choi kinh khing & sanh nha thd khong khac
gi co ta. Chinh tay bo tirng pht kem 1én banh sinh nhéat cia cac con va dan
gidy dan twong trong phong ngu cho cac con.” Anh dap tay vao nguc. “Bo
tham chi con lam c6 tién rang nita! Thé day. B6 cham lo cho gia dinh cé
kém gi me cac con dau. Cac con ciing la con ctia bé nhv cua c6 ta vay!”

Lydia va Christopher ham ham mat. Ching thyce sy bat binh truéc bai
thuyét giang va dau long khi nghe b6 néi t&i quyén s@ hitu. Natalie ditng
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cti dau, mat dan chat vao ngoén tay. Gid c6 bé méi biét chuyén do, chuyén
vé c0 tién rang...

Cam nhan dwoc li tré dang cang lic cang phan nd vi 16i ndi cta minh,
Daniel c6 gang hét sitc dé ha giong xuéng mitc c6 thé chiu dung dugc.

“Bay gio chung ta c6 thé lam gi day?” anh héi. “Ching ta phai lam gi?
B6 dinh ra toa dé c6 ta thoi ngay cdi tro cat xén thoi gian bo duwgc bén cac
con nhw da thoa thuan. Nhung cac con déu phan déi. Cac con phan doi
ngay lap tic. Pugc thoi. Do 1a quyét dinh ctia cac con, b6 khong thé trach
gl cac con ca.”

Anh dang rong canh tay, bién ho cho minh.

“Thé con bo thi sao? Bo dugc cai gi nao? Khong gi ca, day. Va bd khong
thé chiu dung diéu nay thém nita.”

Anh lan lwgt nhin tirng da tré, lwét qua khuon mat ngdy ra cta Lydia roi
vé cau c6 ty vé cua Christopher, va cudi cung la khuén mat lo du day nuwéc
mat cta dia con ut.

“Vay,” anh két thic. “Néu cac con khong dong y cho bé nho tda can
thiép dé chong lai me cac con thi chi con mot cach duy nhat. Cac con sé
phai hoc cach ty dwong dau véi me.”

L1 tré kinh hai nhin anh tran troi.

“Khong thi biét lam thé nao chi¥?” anh mém giong. “No6i cho bo biét di.
B06 mudn biét. Néu cac con khéng hoc cach dwong dau vai c6 ta thi con biét
lam gi?”

Christopher tra 10i ngay:
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“B0 c6 thé tit minh dwong dau v6i me!”
Bay gio dén lwgt Daniel mat binh tinh.
“Ai? Bo u?”

“Pung vay. La bd. Bo da bao ching con phai lam thé. Vay bd hay lam
trwdc di a.”

“Pugc thoi,” Daniel kéu 1én. “Pugc, bo sé lam!” van dang bi kich dong
vi bai dién thuyét cia minh, anh cam thay minh nhw vita dwgc an gan hum.
Pat tay lén vai con trai, anh khang dinh day ty tin: “B6 c& vdi con, do nhat
gan a! B6 ca vGi con! Hay cho day!”

Ngay lic do, ngoai sanh vang 1én tiéng guéc nén dién cuéng. Tiép theo la
tiéng ram dinh tai khi canh ctta chinh bat mé va dap vao twong. Tiéng vita
trén tran nha roi xuoéng twong day su kinh hoang 1én dén tot do.

“Me!”

“Me da dén!”

“Me da chan ngay viéc phai ng6i cho trong xe roi!”

“Qi, lay Chtia!” Daniel thi tham, 1ong can dam lap tifc co rim lai thanh
noi so hai.

Khi tiéng gudc gbé gan hon & ngoai sanh, Christopher chép ngay lay co

hdéi dé tra thu bé that ngot ngao vi da bat ching nghe bai phat biéu ndy lira
vira roi.
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“Bay gio, bo,” cau bé nam tay bo thi tham, mat tran day mong moi han
hoan va ngay tho. “Hay duong dau vGi me. PBing dé ching con phai that
vong.”

Miranda Hilliard, giam ddc diéu hanh Céng ty Thiét bi Anh sang
Hilliard, da xudt hién & ctra. C6 thanh lich tir dau tGi chan trong trang phuc
hai mau den béng va trang tinh. Méi téc day va thom mat dwgc bui cao
bang chiéc kep nho 1ap lanh. B6i gudc bay phan lam c6 cao hon ca Daniel.

“Chao, Dan.”

“Chao, Miranda.”

“Ctra nha anh hinh nhw hoi bi ket.”

“Toi da khoa cra ma.”

“0), that vay sao?” Co ngoai lai nhin doc hanh lang, dirng lai & 16 thing
vira m@i han siu trén gidy dan twong do nam cira dap vao va nhitng mang
vita roi rac day nén nha.

“Ma thoi, ké n6 di,” co lo dang noi.

“U, ké né di.” Daniel dong tinh mot cach thodi méi nhat c6 thé. Nhung
c6 khong con ban tam t6i chuyén dang néi nita. Co6 dang nhin khap phong,
xem xét cac m6i nguy hiém: m& day dién cli son chay doc san nha, cay kéo
lam vwon mé rong ngoac nam chéng cho trén ghé dau ding tam khuyu
chan; roi lai dé y dén tat ca nhitng thi 1on xon du la nho nhat: cai thi lu lu

mot dong trén san, cai khéng vd thi cling mé, cai thi dang ra phai dwoc quét
di ttr tdm doi roi.
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“Mot bén bép cua anh bi hong phai khéng?” c6 héi, liéc nhin vé phia bép
ga.

Khong kip kim nén, Daniel kéu lén ngac nhién:
“Sao cd biét?”
Co nhun vai.

“Lam gi toi cha biét,” c6 dap. “N6 khong bi dinh nhiéu dau m& nhw ba
cai con lai.”

Co budc tiép vao phong, vay bay phat pho. Bén ngoai 4o so mi xép li, ¢
mdc gi 1é mau nhung khién Daniel boi h6éi nhé lai nhitng ky niém cii. Anh
lu6n ludn thich tha khi nhin thdy nhitng bo d6 cta vg cii ma anh van con
nhan ra. Vg cii ctia anh c6 mot kha nang ma gan day anh m&i nhan ra do la
gitt cho quan 4o bén mai, va anh da sai lam khi trét néi véi co diéu nay
trong mot gidy bat can. “Cai dé goi la gilr gin can than,” c6 dop lai. Tt dé
Daniel khong bao gio dam binh luan nhitng d6 c6 mac nita. Nhuwng anh van
chuy.

“Pay la cai gi?”

Co chi vao bén trong 16ng chim.

“Cai do a? bo la Hetty, con chim cut cua Christopher.”

“That u? Toi nhd la trong no khac co ma.”

“Gio no o trong cai 1ong khac,” Daniel gidi thich.
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Miranda 10 di 16i gidi thich. C6 nhin con chim ma nhuw khéng tin vao mat
minh.

“N6 c6 thé tao ra cai dong bira bon nay a? Sao to6i khong nhé la co
chuyén nay nhi?”

“Ciling khong dén noi bira bon,” Daniel bénh Hetty. Kinh nghiém cua anh
cho thdy la dirng c6 chd doi Christopher 1én tiéng. Ca ba dita tré déu c6 thoi
quen im thin thit khi b6 va me cung & mot ch6. Duwong nhu ching luén cam
thdy ching chang la gi bén mot thit nhanh hon, 16n hon va nguy hiém hon.

“Thi anh xem, cho canh cai 16ng ban khiép lén dwoc.”

“Vi may ngay nay toi khong don dep phia do,” Daniel thd nhan.

“Nhin vun banh dwéi ban cling du biét ca tuan nay anh chwa don dep chi
mady ngay cai gi ma may ngay.”

Daniel c6 gang hét sitc dé nan cho ra nu cwdi nhwng lai thanh cai nhan
madt méo mo.

Miranda choc ngon tay vao con chim dang ngu.

“No6 c6 gay 6n khong?”

Daniel nhvéng may 1én.

“C0 c6 y gi ma lai hoi 1a n6 c6 lam 6n khong? Co phai nhé duwge né tao
ra am thanh gi chit. C6 da song v6i n6 hang thang troi co ma. N6 kéu chip

chip.”

“Chip chip u?”
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Co lai choc con Hetty lan nita, lan nay manh hon mot chit. Hetty nhay
l1én nhay xudng bén trong chiéc 1ong mot cach ngoan ngoan va kéu 1én chip
chip nhu dé chitng minh cho diéu Daniel noi.

“Am thanh d6 sao?”
“Pung,” Daniel tra 16i. “D06 1a tiéng chim ct, chip chip.”

Miranda phui nhe dam bui bay lén tir 16p séi rai chuéng bam trén vay va
quay lai.

“Vay thi tot,” 6 noéi. “Chung ta sé 1ay nd.”
“Lay-cai gi?”
“Con chim do.”

“Nghe nay,” Daniel v0i n6i. Anh c6 thé cdam nhan dwogc cai nhin két toi
cua con trai ¢ sau lwng minh. “Pay khong phai la cita hang ban thu canh,
Miranda. Pay la nha t6i.” Anh gi mdt minh vao sat mat vg cti hon mot chuit,
néi vira to vira cham nhw thé c6 bi ndng tai va thiéu nang tri tué. “Nha - toi.
CO - c6 - hiéu - khong? Co6 nguwoi song ¢ day. T6i la mot. Con co
Christopher thinh thoang ciing dén ddy. Pay la con chim ctia né. C6 -
khéng - mua - dugc - ddu.” Ma Miranda Hilliard hoi ttng hong. “Dting c6
ngoc nghéch thé, Daniel,” c6 ndi véi anh. “To6i khéng muén mua. T6i mudn
ldy né. T6i nghi sé tét hon cho Christopher néu c6 gi dé cho vao chiéc long
trong & nha, dé bu dap mot chut cho hai con chuot da chét cia thang bé.”

“Thé c6 bao ching toi dé gi vao cdi long trong ¢ day?” Daniel n6i ma
rang nghién chat. “DPé bu dap mat chiit cho con chim ct bi bat dem di.”
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Miranda nhtin vai. Chiéc gi 1é nang 1én.

“Qi lay Chtia, Dan! Ping c6 qua déng thé chit. Thing bé dang thuwong
vlra m@i mat hai con chudt nhé! Anh khéng thé théi khong nghi dén ban
than minh mot 1an va c6 gang bdt ich ky, thiéu suy nghi va v6 tam di du chi
mot chut thoi a?”

“fch ky, thiéu suy nghi va vo tam? Téi u?”

Daniel soi mau.

“Va durng c6 chuyén bé xé ra to thé. T6i khong c6 thoi gian nghe dau.”

CO0 quay sang I tré.

“Gio thi thu don d6 ctia cac con di. Ching ta dang voi.” Co lay mot chiéc
phong bi trong tdi xach ra. “Lic vé me phai ghé qua toa soan gt céi nay.”

“Po la quang cdo tim nguoi don dep phai khong a?” Lydia hoi me. D6 la
lan dau tién mot trong ba dita tré 1én tiéng ké tir lic me ching c6 mat ¢ day.
D6 1a 10i nhac khéo Daniel va anh biét diéu d6. Gio la Iic anh phéi duwong
dau vai co.

Khong thé nghi ra diéu gi khac dé noi, anh héi Miranda:

“T61 c6 thé doc dugce chit?”

Miranda c0 vé ngac nhién.

“Néu anh muon.”
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Co0 dwa Daniel mau quang cdo. C6 viét btra vao mot coupon cat & bao ra.
Trong nhitng 6 hinh chi* nhat phia trén s6 thé tin dung, Miranda viét chit in
hoa:

CAN NU DONDEP KHONG HUT
THUOC
PDANG TIN HANG TRONG SAU
CAY. NGAY TRE
GIO HOC. THOA NEU LAM
THUAN
GIO KHAC. GOI 43184
15)3 PHONG
VAN.

Anh chua doc xong thi Christopher da vo 1ay, Natalie thi nang ndc muén
biét mau gidy viét gi. Daniel ngé qua vai con trai dé doc nét. Anh thay
Christopher quay lai nhin anh v&i vé van nai lam anh nhé dén nhitng hinh
anh thong kho trong cudn Nhitng mdu chuyén trong Kinh Thdnh hay nhdt
in mau cna Natalie. Trong khi d6, nét mat nhw mudn giéu cgt ctia Lydia lam
anh thiy ling tdang.

Nét mit cia Natalie rat dé hiéu. N6 chita day hy vong. It nhat thi c6 con
gai ut cling dang ung ho anh.

Anh khong thé lam né that vong. Anh thu hét can dam.
“Miranda!” anh bat dau day diing khi. “Chuyén quang cdo nay ay ma. Co
khong can phai phi tién thué nguwdi don dep hay trong nha lam gi cd, vé

chuyén. Sao khong dé lii tré dén day sau gio hoc, réi don ching lic nao co
di lam vé ay?”
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Miranda gan nhu bé hét ngoai tai. C6 con ban nhét tui thitc an cho chim
16n twéng vao tui xach.

“T6i khong nghi thé, cdAm on, Daniel,” ¢6 n6i, mot lat sau méi tiép tuc
bang giong lanh dam: “Du sao anh ciing that t6t khi da mé 16i dé nghi.”

“T6i khong dé nghi,” Daniel nhe nhang giai thich. “T6i dang xin c6.”
“Xin?”

Giong noéi lanh lung. Anh mét ctia Miranda bat ngd tré nén lanh nhuw
bang, citng nhw nhitng qua bong tuyét. Nhiét do trong phong twdng chirng
giam xudng vai do.

“Xin?” c6 nhac lai véi giong bang da.

Anh c6 gang giai thich: “Yéu cau”. Hodac tham chi: “Ra lénh”. Anh cé
gang hét sitc. Mdc du c6 thé cam nhan duwgc anh mat bon tré va d&nh mat co
dang nhin anh cham cham, nhuwng anh van khong sao néi duwgc. Anh tuyét
vong nghi, diéu nay c6 chut gi dé giéng nhw mot trong nhitng cudn sach bia
meém ré tién ma Christopher hay doc, ban luén luon phai Iwa chon dwa ra
cac lya chon dé tao nén cau chuyén cua chinh minh.

Mot minh ban déi mdt véi mu phu thily hiém dc. Nhitng nguoi ddn lang nhé
bé hién lanh cau xin ban hdy thay ho d6i mdt véi mu ta. Ho dd bi de doa
nhiéu ndm nay va gio chi dam ditng sau bui cdy dé theo doi. Nhung dnh
mdt sdt dd cia mu phu thity dang xoc qua nguoi ban.

“Xin?” mu hoi.

Ban sé:
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A: Tra loi dit khodt: “Khong phdi xin! Ma la yéu cdu! Va t6i sé khong phi
thoi gian tranh cdi vdi c6 dau!” réi Idt dén trang 94, thdy mu phu thiy guc
xuong chiu thua. Hodc:

B: Trad loi yéu 6t: “o, thuc sw la toi hy vong...” va chiu thua, gi¢ sang trang
104, thdy tdt ca ddan lang ctii dau nhuc nhd trudc trdi tim hén yéu cta ban.

«“0), thyc ra 1a toi hy vong...”

Miranda dong tii xach manh dén noi mot it vun thitc an danh cho chim
ban ra vang ca vao twong.

“Con phai xem da,” co dap, giong ndi khién ngudi khac thira hiéu rang
co sé chang bao gid suy nghi lai chuyén do.

MGt lan nita, Daniel lai thay noi that bai & ché, sy cam phan ban than va
con tuyét vong tirng nhan chim anh trong budi sdng anh roi nha ra di va da
pham sai lam khi quay lai cong dé thdy ba khuén mat buon rau nhin anh ttr
ctra so tang trén. Ba khuén mat ay gio' lai dang nhin anh. Khudn mat thé
hién ro noi that vong tot cung. M4t giot nwéc mat long lanh ti tir chay
xuong ma Christopher, roi 1én mau quang cao, loang ra lam nhoe s6 dién
thoai.

Christopher rat hiém khi khéc va day la lan thit hai trong vai gio qua
Daniel thdy nwéc mat lan trén ma thang bé. Daniel cam thdy that khiing
khiép. Anh quay mat di, va dap ngay vao mat la mot trong nhitng 14 thw anh
viét cho cac doan kich ma anh biét, liét ké nhitng v& anh da tirng dong rat
thanh cong trén san khau va hoi xem hg cé con tréng vai nao khong vdi
niém hy vong tran tré.

Mot y twdng bat chgt ndy 1én trong dau anh - mot y twdng thong minh va
tao bao khac thvong.
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“Pay,” anh vira néi vira chop mau coupon. “T6i sé stta chd nhoe nay cho

c0.”

Quay lung lai véi tat cd moi nguwdi, anh trdi mau quang cao 1én mat ban.

“T6i sé lay but x6a x6a di,” anh vira n6i vira dwa tay véi chiéc but xéa.
Anh m@ nap but r6i cham nhe 1én mau giay. “Pay, dugc roi day. N6 sé kho
ngay thoi. Gig thi toi chi can viét lai so dién thoai ctaa c6 1én dd, dwgc chi?
Bo6n-ba-mot- tdm-bon,” anh vira lam nham that can than va ré rang vira viét
ro rang va can than khong kém: sau-sau-bay-mot-sau - s6 dién thoai cua
anh.

“Roi,” anh noi vGi giong hoan hi. “Thé cé phai hay khong?”

Khéng dé ai kip ngan lai, anh v0i dit mau gidy vao phong bi, liém nap,
ép xudng roi miét ngén tay dé dan lai.

Natalie thd dai day that vong. Thuwong thi viéc liém phong bi luon la viéc
cua cO bé.

“Chét roi, bo xin 16i, Natty,” Daniel lén tiéng xin 16i con. “B6 quén
khong dwa con liém ro6i.”

Anh quay sang phia vg ct.
“Co can dan tem khong Miranda?”

“Khong, cdm on.” Miranda lac dau. Christopher cé thé xudng xe bo vao
hop thu cua toa bao khi chung toi qua do.”

“Pugc thoi,” Daniel vui vé ndi, vo vai con trai.
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Buc titc va that vong, Christopher buéc ra khoi tam véi cta anh va ném
cho anh céi nhin day trdch méc. “Ké phdn bgi,” anh mat thang bé noéi 1én
diéu d6. R6i thang bé quay vé phia me, rd rang la dang c6 gang thé hién tot
hon.

“Me!” N6 noi giong hon doi. “Sao hom nay me don chiing con s6m
thé?”

“Sém u?” Miranda nhin dong hé treo twong. “Con noéi gi thé,
Christopher. Bdy gid nam phut roi kia kia. Gi¢ thi nhat 4o khoac 1én di.
Daniel, t6i nghi rang anh khéng nén dé 1ii tré viit quan 4o trén san nhu thé.
Anh ciing biét la 4o khoAc rat dat ma.”

N6i 16i co di vé phia ctra.

“Anh sé cho ching t6i mugn cai 16ng chit? Pé mang con chim vé nha.”

“Cha phai con chim dang ¢ nha day th6i?” Christopher lam bam c6 phan
hoi hon vi cudc noéi loan ctia né bi dan ap ngay khi con trong tri'ng nuéc.

Miranda 10 di, nén Christopher danh quay luwng lai cam cai bia mo trén
ban.

“Hay dé cai md bao go va keo dan ban thiu d6 & day dwoc khong con
yéu?”

C0 nhin quanh.
“T6i nghi la dua roi. Théi, tam biét, Daniel. Bon tré sé gap anh vao sang

tht Bay. Toi khong biét chac la lic nao nhung mua sam xong la t6i dua
chung t6i day ngay.”
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Daniel 6m tirng dita tré khi chiing di qua cho anh. Christopher 6m lay Ié.
Lydia dung chiéc 16ng dung Hetty dé ngan cach gitta b6 va minh. Cai 6m
tha thir cua Natalie cling that hoi hot.

Daniel lanh lung gat dau chao Miranda khi ¢6 lua bon tré ra ngoai, tirng
dita m6t. Dén tan khi ho di qua sanh, rdi can ho roi déng civa lai, anh méi
bat dau nhic nhich. Dot nhién anh phéng nhw bay ra ngoai, mé toang cira
dé co thé nghe tiéng buwdc chan ctia ho vang 1én ¢ bac cau thang.

Tiéng gudc 16c céc mo dan. Daniel kiém tra lai khoéa ctta. O khoéa da bi
roi ra. Toan bo cai khoa sé phai thao ra thay mai.

Daniel nheo mat. Anh lén luon tay vao trong 4o rit ra mot qua lyu dan
twong twong. Dung rang ma& chot twdng twong va, doi dén khi bon tré da an
toan ra khoi canh ctta chinh nang trich dan ra phd, anh méi dung hét sirc
ném qua Iyu dan vé phia cau thang dang sau ngudi vo cii.

Thay thoa man r6i anh méi dya lung vao canh ctra héng. Mot nu cuoi
sang khoai xuat hién trén khuon mat. Suét ca budi chiéu, day la lan dau tién

anh cam thay binh yén.

Anh dang lang nghe tiéng no twéng twgng.
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4. Ky nang phéng van tot sé dem dén diéu ky diéu

Miranda Hilliard khong hé nghi chi c6 bon ngwdi goi t6i cho c6 sau khi
dang tin trén bao Chronile & Echo. Chac la c¢6 khong viét gi nham lan. Co
khong dwgc tan mat thdy muc quang cdo: that khé hiéu, khi di lam vé, co
khong thay bao chiéu trén hién nhw moi ngay; ra sap bao thi ho khong con
t0 nao nita.

N

“Chuyén binh thwdng ma,” ngwoi ban bao qua quyét. “Ngay tir sém mot
khach hang quen ctia t6i da nang nac doi mua mét tg, lic sau khong biét
dau ra mot 6ng nguwdi gay gay toi chwa gap bao gio doi mua ca xap.”

Nhung chac han muc quing cdo khong in sai bédi c6 da nhan dwgc bon
cudc dién thoai. Nguoi dau tién goi dén khi Miranda dang sap bita t6i. Pau
bén kia cat 1én giong phu ni* khan khan, nghe nhw thé dang bi viém hong.
Giong ndi rat kha nghi.

“Co0 noi la trong tré. Sau gio hoc...”

“Vang,” Miranda xac nhan. “Ba dita.”

“Ba dita u? Ké ra cling hoi nhiéu. Tré kiéu gi nhi?”

“Kiéu gi la sao?”

Miranda nhin i tré, khong biét trd 16i sao.

“Con trai hay con gai?”
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“A! Hai gai va mot trai.”

Im lang hoi lau.

“Chi thay c6 gi khéng 6n sao?” Miranda héi, cdm thdy hoi khé chiu.

Giong néi cho thay sy cang thang va khé chiu.

“Cé. Khong thich con gai. Xin 16i. Tam biét.”

Pau day bén kia vang 1én tiéng cup dién thoai - cach. Miranda dan mat
vao 6ng nghe. “Puwgc!” c6 thd hat ra. “Pwgc lam, ching toi cling dau cé
thich ba.”

Cudc goi thit hai d6 chudéng khi ho dang dung bita téi. Lan nay giong
nguwoi goi khong gdp van dé nao lién quan tdi c6 hong. Gigng ndi rat dam

tham va ngot ngao.

“Xin chao? Pay cé phai la s6 dién thoai 43184 khong a? Trén muc quang
cao ay?”

“Vang, dung a,” Miranda dap.

“Chi c0 noi toi viéc cham soc tré.”

“Vang, mot chut thoi. Trong 1t tré sau khi chung tan truong.”
“Chung la con gai a?”

“Vang,” Miranda dap, dwa mat vé phia Lydia va Natalie. “Hai trong ba
da. Btra kia la con trai.”
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“Qi, troi oi!”
Giong nai thé hién noi that vong € ché.
“Co6 van deé gi a?” Miranda do hoi.

“O vang, Chua oi. T6i khong thé trong con trai dwgc. Khong thé dwoc.
Toi rat tiéc.”

Pau day bén kia cip may. Miranda nghién chat rang. “T6i thi khéng,” co
rit 1én vd&i chiéc dién thoai da tat tin hiéu. Cudc goi thit ba chi sau do6 vai
phut, khi ca nha dang an banh tao.

“Xin chao?”

“Xin chao?”

Bon tré thay rd giong Miranda trd nén canh giac.

“Xin chao. Toi goi dién dé hoi vé mic quang cdo.” Giong no6i dau day
bén kia nghe nhe va lo 16. “C6é may chau?”

“Ba chau. Hai gai va mot trai.”
“Maéy tudi roi?”

Miranda bat dau lién thoang néi tudi bon tré. Co6 con chwa kip vong
quanh ban t6i cho Natalie thi ngwdi phu nit da ctip may.

“Lén qua,” chi ta ndi. “Khong trong tré 16n thé. Chi trong may dita lit
nhit th6i.”
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Miranda dap bop ong nghe 1én gia.

“Khong sao!” c6 no6i bang giong cau kinh. “T6i ciing céc can chi.”

Cudc goi cudi cung doé chuong ba tiéng sau dé, ding lic Miranda dang tw
héi liéu da hét hy vong hay chwa. Pién thoai reo khi néi stta dé pha ca cao
cho 1ii tré uéng trudce khi di nga dang soi. Miranda phong nhanh tdi tat bép
cho stta khoi trao roi lai cudng cuéng chay t6i nghe dién thoai, may sao né
van dang d6 chudéng déu dan.

Giong néi ¢ dau day bén kia nghe vang vang vui vé, c6 phan hoi nghén
nghet nhw thé ngwoi phu nit vira dwa khan 1én chui miii nhwng van chwa bé
khan xu6ng dé noi chuyén.

“T6i trong may dira tré vai nam nay roi. Gio chiing 16n hét cd. Nén toi
cling c6 thoi gian va nghi dén viéc trong nom may dita nhé ctia c6 vao buoi
chiéu.”

Miranda dap khéng mdy lac quan.

“T6i sg rang t6i c6 hai chau gai...”

Pau kia dap lai bang giong chac nich.

“That tuyét voi. Con gai la nhitng vién ngoc quy.” Nhuwng Miranda van
to vé nghi ngai.

“Va con c6 mot chau trai...”

“Chau trai! Khong can gap to6i cling biét dé 1a mét cau bé ngoan!”
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Khong thé tin vao van may nhu thé, Miranda ti€p tuc néi tudi cta tirng
dita, nhung c6 1ap tic bi ngat 10i.

“Qi dao, tudi nao ciing tuyét hét.”

“Con phéi ndu nwéng mot chut...”

“0, vang.”

Mot chat im lang, Miranda c6 thé nghe 1o tiéng tim minh dang dap thinh
thich. R6i ¢ dau day bén kia ngwdi phu nit gidng giai mot thoi mot hoi véi
giong day ban khoan.

“Phai néi trwdc vGi c6 thé nay, toi sé chi cho bon tré an thit gi vira ngon
ma lai b6. Du la an nhe hay an chinh ciing vay. Téi phai cho ching an thiéc
an c6 chat chi khéng phai mdy thi vé van. T6i la toi chiia ghét d6 an déng
g0i, khong c6 lgi cho sttc khoe chit nao. Va t6i nhat dinh lam thé, thwa co,
du bon tré c6 than van vé toi thé nao di nita. No6i that véi co chit lam thé chi
c6 tot hon ma thoi. Khong cho ching an thi thoi chi da an la phai an thitc

an t té.”

Po6i mat Miranda mé to hét ¢d. Thyuc sy ton tai ngwoi trong tré tuyét voi
thé nay sao?

“Khong hut thudc...” c6 tan ngan.
“Mot théi quen do day, chi t6 lam mé rém am mui.”
“Pang tin cay...”

“Ca doi chwa bao gio danh mat long tin & ai,” giong néi qua quyét day tw
hao.
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Miranda chong tay vao twong dé dirng cho virng.

“C0 thé sap xép mot cudc phong van dugc khong?”

“Vang tat nhién. Nhung toi chac rang c6 sé ban ron ca ngay ¢ van phong.
Co thay bdy rudi to6i mai thé nao? Cé duwgc khong? Tén co la gi? Dia chi
nha co ¢ dau?

“Hilliard,” Miranda dap mdt cach yéu 6t. “So 10, dai 16 Springer.”

“Thé thi tién dwong xe buyt r6i.”

Miranda th t¢ cdu minh dé xem c6 c6 dang nam mo hay khong. Hai
nguoi trong tré tredc day thwong dén budi dyc budi cai chi vi cai xe cii ca

tang cua ho.

“That tuyét,” co 1én tiéng. “Tat ca ching tdi déu mong dwgc gap chi vao
ngay mai.” N6i r6i co6 ngap nging. “Chi...? Co...?”

“Ba, thwa co6. Ba Doubtfire.”
Marinda khong thé che gidu n6i ngac nhién caa minh.
“Ba Doubtfire?”
“Vang diang. Ba Doubtfire. C6 néi dung roi.”
“Ba Doubtfire,” Miranda nhac lai. Nhwng tin hiéu dién thoai da ngat.

Miranda luwdng Iy dat 6ng nghe 1én gia vi sg rang phép mau sé tan bién
cung cugc dién thoai.
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“Bay rudi toi mai,” c6 nhe nhang nhac lai.
“Ba Doubtfire. That hoan hao!”

Va ba ay c6 vé that hoan hdo. Natalie la nguwoi dau tién gap ba. Nghe
thay tiéng go ctra khe khé khi di ngang qua ctra dé 1én gac di nga trong bo
do in hinh nhitng chiéc keo that xinh xan, c6 bé kiéng chan mé& chot ctra.

Mot bong nguwdi khong 16 che hét than hinh nhé xiu cia c¢6 bé noi
nguong ctra. Nguoi dé mac do khodc hong cam rong thung thinh, bén duwéi
la chiéc vday in hinh hoa van tdo bao che kin chan, doi ing mau xanh sam
chi hé ra vai phan. Trén dau quan mot chiéc khan phong twéng, kep khong
biét bao nhiéu kep ghim, con cd mot chiéc tram cai mau ngoc lam 1ap lanh.
Co quan khan long vii, va kep dudi nach la mot chiéc tdi gia da ca sdu to
dung.

“Chac chau la bé Natalie.”

Natalie gat dau va nhin cham cham nguoi kia.

“Ta la ba Doubtfire.”

Natalie lai gat dau, d6i mit ma to. An dwéi chiéc khan hoa 16m 1a mi mét
danh mau hoa ca, doi ma danh hong thai qua va déi méi do choét.

“Chéu chuan bi di ngu ding khéng c6 bé?”
Natalie gat dau lan thit ba, van khong hé méi néi mot 16i.

Mot ban tay khong 16 tho ra gitta nhitng nép ao khoac thung thinh va
nam lay ban tay c6 bé. Nguwoi dé6 budc vao nha. Natalie thut lui lai. Gét
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chiéc ting 16n mau xanh dam gio 1én, day canh ctra tw tir dong lai cho dén
khi c6 tiéng cach.

“DPi nao co bé. Chung ta len gac nao.”

bén khiic vong hep trén cau thang, ban tay to 16n phai buong Natalie ra
dé c6 bé di trwdc. Vira 1én hét cau thang, c6 bé bong nhan ra cai vo mong
quen thudc.

“Bé con da danh rang chwa?”
Natalie lac dau.
“Thé thi phdi vao nha tam truéc.”

Natalie ngoan ngoan bwdc vao nha tam. Trong khi c6 bé rit ban chai
danh rang ra khoi gia, quét kem danh rang va bat dau chai rang, tranh may
cai dang lung lay, thi nguwdi kia ng6i trén mép bon tam than phién vé dam
cdy dat trén ctra so.

“Ta khong thich dam cdy cam chwdng kia. Ching bi ting nwdc. Mai ta
phadi néi véi me chau méi dugc. Chau phdi nhé diéu nay, co bé Natalie a.
cam chwéng ghét bi w6t chan lam.”

Natalie vira chai rang quén quet vira c6 tim xem nhitng bong cam
chuéng co6 biéu hién dau don nao khong. Trong khi dé, ngudi kia lai chd y
vao nhitng day leo.

“Cay ray thom do6 can duwgc cham bén that can than. Dé né coi coc thé

kia ma nhin dugc ké cling la. Ta thdy minh sé c6 rat nhiéu viéc can lam
trong ngoi nha nay day.”
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Natalie gidi bay qua 16p bot kem danh rang mau héng:

“Con ca may cai cay bi héo hét 1a ¢ trong bép nita a. Me chau byc lam.
Me khong biét sao chiing lai nhw vay.”

“Khéo ching khong thich bau khong khi & trong dé...”

Natalie rita r6i vay kho ban chéi 1au hon moi khi. Qua chiéc guong treo
phia trén bon rita mat, c6 bé quan sat khuon mat phia sau lung minh. B6i
mat trang diém loe loet chgt bat gap anh mat co bé trong guwong.

“BPi ngu dugc chwa co bé?”

Natalie gt dau.

“Ta cho chau hai phuit nhé.”

Céanh ctra dong sap, con minh co bé bén trong. Natalie tut quan r6i ngoi
xuong bon cau, dam chiéu suy nghi. Co bé tho tay choc choc dat trong chau

cam chwdng. Dat sling nuwdc.

“Cay cam chudng toi nghiép,” cd bé thi tham. “Khong thich bi wét
chan.”

Thé la Iic rira tay, c6 bé can than hét sitc dé khong ban giot nwdc nao
vao nhitng cay hoa trén ctra so.

Trd vé phong ngt, c6 bé thay khan trdi giwvong da dwoc trdi va may cuén
sach nam san trén goi. Nhung Natalie khong ng6 ngang gi téi ching, c6 bé
quy goi bén gid sach va 16i & ngan duwéi cung ra cudn truyén tranh ta toi
hon hai nam ro6i c6 bé khong dung t6i.
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“Dong séng phdng ldng.”

C0 bé doc mét léo tir dau tdi cudi, khong bod sé6t mot trang nao, khong hoi
cau nao ngo6 nghé, ciing khong hé ngac ng. Van nhitng hinh vé ma thuat
cli va nhitng cau tr c6 bé da nhd nhu in.

Chiéc dén canh giwong phut tat va can phong tré nén téi thui. Mot vét
sang nho xuyén vao phong qua canh ctta m@ hé, tao nén dai sang trén
twong.

“Chuc chau ngu ngon.”

Natalie viron tay 6m c6 ngudi kia, kéo lai gan phia minh.

“Chtc b6 ngt ngon.”

Nguoi kia dirng mot Iidc dé 1ay lai binh tinh. R6i lanh lung néi:

“Ngay mai chau sé khong ndéi mot 10i nao dung khong Natty?”

Nhung Natalie ngap dai ngai ngu:

“Vang, thwa bo.”

Nguwai kia lo dénh it rit chiéc khan doi dau bi tudt ra.

“Va chau khong dugc goi ta nhw thé! Ta la ba Doubtfire!”

“Vang, thwa bo.”

“Ba Doubtfire!”
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“Vang, thuva ba Doubtfire. ”
“Phai thé chi.”

Anbh lai cdi xuéng dé thom c6 bé. Co bé da ngu say giac.
“Ngu v?” Miranda ngac nhién. “Ba c6 chac khéng?”
“Chac chit,” ba Doubtfire dap. “Con bé ngu say lam roi.”
“That la la!” Miranda néi.

CO quan sat ngwoi phu nit la mat dang c6 gang ngo6i bat tréo chan mot
cach tao nha bén ban an, va nghi rang cé khi c6 phdi kiém tra lai. Khong
phai vi ba Doubtfire trong giong sat thu hay ba dién hay ké ga gam tré con
hay cai gi d6 twong ty. Ma la vi con lau Natalie m@i dé ngwdi hoan toan la
mat vao nha ma khong néi véi me cau nao hodc dong y cho ngudi ma co bé
chwa tirng gdp mat dwa di ngu. Song dé cling khong han la diéu ma
Miranda lo ldng, c6 lo la lo ba Doubtfire van la ngwdi hoan toan xa la, va
qua - wm - cao I&n. Ma Natalie lai la dita nho tudi nhat va qua - wm - nhd
bé.

“Xin phép ba mot lat,” Miranda ndi. “Toi sé quay lai ngay thoi. Khong
dé ba phai dgi lau dau.”

“Vang, co ct ty nhién,” ba Doubtfire trd 10i mot cach thoai mai. “Toi
cling khong thé ng6i yén néu chuwa di xem con cai da ng ngon chwa.”

Miranda phéng nhw bay lén cau thang trong khi Daniel tranh thu co hoi

chao con Hetty lic nay dang hai long cao cao chiéc long da dugc lau chui
sach béng va quan sét can bép.
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Nhin chung can bép van khong khac so véi nhitng gi anh con nhé. Van
la nhitng vién gach lat nén ho da chon va lat cung nhau - cé diéu ching da
bi xwdc mot chit va mot s6 goc bi go 1én; van tdm rém cita s6 phia trén
chau rtra bat - c6 diéu hoa van dad phai mau nhiéu; van nhitng ta bép mau
xam. Anh nhan thdy Miranda van dung phan 16n thyc pham trong lo thuy
tinh cao, mdt théi quen tirng khién anh phat dién. Anh dén dap nhé lai
nhitng con buc doc moi sang di mua sam, nao la hi hui don sach nhitng thi
bi roi vai, nao la cam cti lau chui dau van tay bam riét trén do thuy tinh
sach bong, lai con phai dau dau nghi xem dé may tdi duwong hay bot hay
gao hay do con chirng ma lang & chd nao, bdi nhét vao lo thuy tinh thi
khong vira. Va buc minh hon cé la viéc khong bao gid c6 thé doan dugce so
lwgng con lai. Nwa tai dwong nau mot can thi khoang nira can da danh.
Nhung ndm phan dwong phén déng banh trong lo lai 1a mét diéu bi an.

Tuy nhién cling cé nhitng thay doi nhat dinh. Twong da dugc son lai mau
xanh duong nhat that sach sé. Khan lau bat da dugc thay. Canh ctra phia
sau dugc thay khéa chac chan hon. Daniel nhan thiy cay canh trong nha da
it hon tredc rat nhiéu, may cay thi trong nhw sap chét. Coé cling bo 10 nwéng
trén noc ta lanh xudng dé 1ay cho dat tdm anh c6 chup trwdc toa nha Quoc
hoi. Con ngya cua canh sat ding phia sau trong nhu dang nhai dudi khan
cta c6 nang; nhung Daniel cho rang do6 chi la kiéu tranh danh ltra thi giac,
cht khong phai chu ngwa ctia cadnh sat Hoang gia chwa dugce hudn luyén
can than.

Anh c6 doi chit byc minh khi thdy Miranda mua mdy rtta bat mdi tinh.
Anh thdy r6 that titc vi co ta khong cong bang khi dam trach moc anh,
ngwoi mdi day van con that nghiép, chi vi anh duwa tién cham c6 vai ngay,
trong khi rd rang co ta thtra tién rinh vé nhitng d6 lam bép xa xi nhat. Can
h6 ctia Daniel tham chi khéng cé ndi chiéc may giat. Nguwdi ta cha hiém khi
thdy anh & hiéu giat do ty dong, ngoi tui than nhin nhitng chiéc tit quay tit
phai mau day nuwéc giat, roi lai nhin nhitng t& thong bao bang tiéng Gujarat
bén An Do dan trén twong ma mu tit nhw nhin vao btrc vach.

https://thuviensach.vn



Co trd lai khi anh van dang ngap chim trong cam giac uat &c. C6 gang
x6a tan vé cau gian trén mat, anh ho héi néi vdi co:

“Con bé dang ngu say dung khong?”
“Con bé da ngu say nhu chét,” Miranda thtra nhan.

Trong khi rét ca phé vao ly, c6 liéc nhin ngudi xin viéc la lung kia. Ba
trong that cao 16n, tham chi con cao hon ca Miranda voi khung xwong
khong may gon gang. Khudon mat da dugc ké vé bdi trat day phan ma trong
van that tho. Miranda khong nhin dwgc mai téc ba, chi thdy vai lon tho ra
dwéi chiéc khan quan la mat. Tuy moéng tay duwgc son that dep, ban tay ba
trong van tho rap va hoi chai. Ban chan thi to bé ra. Miranda doan doi ting
ba dang di phai cd mudi mot la it.

Tuwéng mao nhu thé c6 thé khién tré con khiép sg.

Nhung ma... nhung ma...

Co cai gi d6 ¢ ba lam ngwoi khac yén long. Ba ng6i strng sitng ¢ ban nhw
mot phédo dai, néng ndc mui nwdc hoa oai hwong, that citng ran, vitng vang
va diém tinh.

“Cat giir thie pham trong lo thuy tinh cao,” ba néi oang oang nhing dé
chiu. “Phai ndi la cach tuyét voi ddy. Ké cling hoi mat cong, nhung t6i nghi

c6 mat cong mot ti cling dang.”

“Chong t6i thi khong nghi thé,” Miranda nh¢ lai. “Anh ay ghét cay ghét
dang so chai lo d6. Bao c6 than kinh méi di mat thoi gian thé.”
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“Cau dy ludn danh do ra ban dung khong? Bay bira ra khap ban? Khong
biét phai dé ra titng nao dau? Khong biét phai dé so con lai & dau?”

Miranda mim cuwdi va cam thay dé chiu. Co da trai qua mot ngay dai &
Cong ty Thiét bi Anh sang va hét sitc ngac nhién khi thady nguoi phu nif to
16n nay dang di xuéng cau thang nha minh. Nhung ba Doubtfire té ra la
nguwoi dé chiu va hiéu biét. Va Natalie da ngt ngoan ngoan nhw mot thién
than ma khong hé kéu ca rang khong muon danh rang nhw moi khi do bi
lung lay rang, cling khong doi nghe me ké chuyén, khong nhong nhéo,

khong quay khéc.

Gia nhuv to6i nao cling dwgc nhw thé. Nhung Natalie chi 1a mot trong ba
dia. Khong biét hai dita kia sé phan @ng thé nao véi ba Doubtfire day?

“Co cau dang ly than ding khong? Co va chong co ay?”
“Ly hon ba a.”

“Q, toi xin 16i. H6n nhan c6 khi 1 hanh phiic 16n day.”
“Ly hon c6 khi con hanh phuc hon,” Miranda dap lai.

Ba Doubtfire trong c6 vé bi soc. Dé bao vé y kién cia minh, Miranda néi
them:

“Chong toi tinh tinh chan 1am.”

“Cau ay danh c6 a?” ba Doubtfire ggi chuyén. “Hay nguwoc dai co, bat co
¢ nha trong nom nha ctta, doa nat 1d tré, dai loai nhw thé?”

“O khong,” Miranda phti nhan. “Khong phai nhw vay. Anh ta khong phai
ké vii phu, hoan toan khong phai. Bon tré yéu bo ching lam. Va phai cong
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nhan la ngay ca khi anh ta khong kiém dwgc xu nao, tuy chuyén nay thi
khong may khi, anh ta cling khong hé keo kiét.”

Mot chit im lang. R6i ba Doubtfire 1én tiéng:

“Xin 16i néu diéu nay lam co6 phién long, nhung tha thuc t6i thay chong
cti ¢ c6 vé giong mot can bénh.”

Miranda bat cuoi.

“Hoan toan chinh xac,” c6 dong tinh. “Mot can bénh thuwe sy. Giong nhw
bénh s6i.”

Ba Doubtfire bat dau kéo cho chiéc 4o khodc mau héng cam sat vao
nguoi. “O, co a,” ba noéi vGi giong day vé tiéc nudi. “Gid ké cling mudn roi,
c6 khi t6i phai...”

Miranda v0i nam chiéc tay 4o rong thung thinh dé gi* ba ng6i nguyén vi.

“0, ba dirng vé voi. Ba ¢ lai gap hai dita kia da. Va néu ba mén chiing...”

Ba Doubtfire nhin cham cham ban tay dang dat trén tay minh nhuw thé né
vlra tif trén troi roi xuong. Miranda dang dinh rut tay lai thi ban tay to 16n
nhu tay gau kia vo nhe nhe lén tay co.

“C0O muon toi can nhac vé cong viéc a?”

“Vang. Puing vay thuwa ba. Ba c6 vé rat hop vdi cong viéc ndy.” Anh mét
ho thoang nhin nhau. Miranda ling ting ngé lo cho khac. May thay, ding
lic do tir ngoai ctra sau vong vao tiéng cuwoi, roi tiéng sot soat, tiéng x6 day

nhau va thap thoang bong ngwdi trén tdm kinh mo hoi nwéce. Vién cé dé, cod
ding day, di vé phia td lanh.
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“Bon tré di boi vé day. Thé nao chung ciing déi lam cho ma xem.”

Khi canh ctta bat mé, ba Doubtfire dé chan vao dwdi gam ban cho lich sy
va quay ra chao bon tré.

Lydia budc vao truedc. Ba Doubtfire bon chon dwa tay 1én chinh khan
quan dau cho ngay ngan.

“Chao chau. Ta la ba Doubtfire. Ta tGi giup me chau trong nom nha ctra.
Hy vong ta va cac chau sé tr@ thanh ban cua nhau.”

Khong roi mat khai ba Doubtfire, Lydia dich sang mot bén nhwong cho
cho em trai lic nay ciing dang nhin ba cham chu khi ba nhac lai 10i gidi
thiéu ngan gon cta minh, con Miranda thi boi r6i luc loi ta lanh.

Khong khi bong trd nén im lang. R6i dot nhién Christopher quau quo
quang m& do tam wét nhep xudng san.

“Me khong thé lam thé! That khéng cong bdng!” Luwng Miranda tré nén
cting do. Trong con titc gian, Christopher tung chan da cudn khan tam w6t
nhep lan 16ng 16c khap san bép, dirng lai ngay sau got giay ctia me no.

“Chung ta can nguoi giup viéc lam gi ha me? Nha minh rat 6n, ching
con cling thé! Va néu ching con can dugc cham séc, thi tai sao bé khong

thé lam diéu do?”

“B0 cac con u?” me né thét 1én. “Pirng bao gio néi dén viéc dé bd cham
soc cac con nita! B6 cac con...”

Co chi néi dugc dén day. Boi ba Doubtfire uy nghi trong chiéc khan
quan dau da ding phat day gio ban tay to dwong bé ra hiéu moi nguwdi im
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lang. Ba quay sang Christopher nghiém giong héi, “Chau bé, chau van
thwong néi chuyén véi me thé nay a?”

Christopher dé birng mat. Lydia ha hoc miéng. Miranda sttng sot suyt
danh roi may qua tritng trén tay.

Ba Doubtfire tiép tuc néi véi giong khong vui:

“Ta hoan toan khéng mong doi diéu nay. Pay la ngudi me tdi nghiép cua
chéau, me chau da phai lam viéc cang thang, mét moi ca ngay troi dé cé tién
cho chau di boi, gio lai ban biu chuan bi bita t6i cho cac chau. Thé ma chi
vi me chau phéi tim mot nguwdi cé trach nhiém dé cham lo cho ngéi nha
than yéu nay, dé chau va chi em gai chau dwgc an udéng va cham séc chu
dao sau gio hoc, chau lai di n6i cau véi me tredc mat mot nguwdi hoan toan
la mat.”

Chiéc khan quédn dau cua ba dung dwa theo cai lac dau buon ba.

“O khong. Ta khong hé mong doi diéu nay chit nao. Chau bao nhiéu tusi
ro6i, chau yéu quy?”

Christopher li nhi tra 16i cho co.
Ba Doubtfire nhwéng doi may ké chi lam nhw dang so hai.

“Chao 6i!” ba ha h6c miéng. “Thé thi chau phai nhan thitc chin chan hon
ch nhi!”

Christopher co co hai chiéc giay vao nhau. N6 quyét khong dau hang.

“Nhung diéu dé khong cong bang,” n6 khang khang. “Chau khong c6 y
hon lao va chau xin 16i néu chau da x sy nhw vay. Nhuwng chau van khong
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thé hiéu tai sao chi Lydia, Natty va chau khong thé ¢ cung b6 trong khodng
thoi gian do.”

“Ta tin chac me chau c¢6 ly do riéng...”

“Pung thé,” Miranda lay lam cdm kich dap. “Chac chan me cé ly do
riéng. Me sé no6i cho con néu con muén biét.” Co6 dwa ban tay ra dé chuan
bi dém tirng ly do trén nhitng ngon tay dugc cat that can than. “Thi nhat,
ba c6 thé tin duwgc khéng, bé bon tré...”

Ba Doubtfire ho hiing hang.

“Xin thit 16i cho t6i. Nhung chac han chi van luén cho i tré ra ngoai roi
m&i ndi xdu gi bé ching thi néi chit phai khong?”

Miranda bat cudi khong may dé chiu.

“Néu toi lam thé thi chac sé chang c6 lic nao dwgc nhin thay chiing nita
mat.”

“T6i hiéu.”
Giong n6i nghe mién cudng, nhw cé gi d6 chan lai & hong.

Miranda chgt nghi rang c6 thé vi tinh boc trirc ma c6 sé danh mat co hoi
duy nhat thué dugc nguwdi phu nit hoan héo, du cé hoi c6 hu mot chit nay.

Co6 voi vang lén tiéng xin 16i.
“Ba ndi rat dang, toi rat xin 16i. Pang ra t6i khong nén 16i bo chiing vao

trong chuyén nay.”
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“Me dau c6 16i bo vao trong chuyén nay,” Christopher gat gong. “Me c6
gang gat b6 sang mot bén thi cd, lan nao ciling vay.” Néi roi thang bé quay
sang chi gai tim dong minh. “Pung khong chi Lydia?”

Nhung Lydia khong noi 16i nao. Con bé dang nhin ba Doubtfire cham
chi véi vé mat vira la lung vira hoan hi. Mat con bé sang long lanh, déi
chan khé dap nhip trén san nha nhw thé sap khiéu vi.

Ba Doubtfire cau doi may ké chi nau bong ra chiéu canh cdo.
“000000!”

Suyt nita thi Lydia hét toang 1én. Ba Doubtfire bon chon dwa tay véi
chiéc tii xach bang da ca sdu va tim chat chiéc do khoac lung thung quanh
ngwoi, nhw thé mot lan nita bude phdi tinh chuyén ra vé. Nhung ngay lic
dé, toan bo cam xtuc bi don nén khéng giai thich néi cia Lydia boc phat
khoi tam kiém soat ctia con bé r6i do ap 1én dita em trai.

“Christopher, em that la ngéc nghéch!”

No6i r6i con bé kéo tay do em trai. “Vi Chua, dirng c6 rdy ra nhu thé!”
Con bé 10i em that manh. “Di nao! Lén gac thoi! Ngay bay gio! Chung ta
con mot dong bai tap vé nha nén phai 1én lam thdi!” Con bé c6 hét sitc day
dita em trai ngoan c6 ra khoi bép.

“Chau rdt vui dugc gap ba,” con bé ngodi lai n6i vGi ba Doubtfire. “Chac
chan ching ta sé hgp nhau cho ma xem. Chau hy vong ba sé nhan cong viéc
nay. Christopher cling sé binh thuwong ngay khi em dy quen vdi viéc nay,
chau hita day. Chau sé noi chuyén véi em dy. Chau tin rdng em dy sé bang
long.”
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ROi con bé huych vao cang chan em trai dé day thang bé ra ngoai han roi
nhanh chong kéo ctra sap lai sau lung.

Ngoi phich xuéng ghé, Miranda khong gidu noi cai thd phao nhe nhom.
Ba Doubtfire con cam thdy nhe nhdm hon, nhuwng khong thé hién ra. Ba kin
dao dwa tay quét mo héi 1am tdm trén tran, va cé vé hoi ling ting khi thay
tay dinh vét phan vang vang.

Nhung Miranda khong hé dé y. Co con dang ngo6i thw thai tdn hudng
niém vui chién thang.

“0, ba Doubtfire nay,” c6 thich thd n6i. “Ba da hoan thanh bai kiém tra
cudi cung mot cach xuat sac.”

Ba Doubtfire dwa tay chinh lai chi€c khan dau cho ngay ngan.

“T6i rat vui vi diéu do6. Thyc sy rat vui.” Ba ngirng lai mot 1at. “Co c6
hai dita con khong vira chit nao nhi.” R6i than trong néi tiép: “Tat nhién
day khong phai la chuyén cta t6i, va mong c6 hdy ngan toi lai ngay néu toi
c6 lam c6 buc minh. Nhung néu c6 khong phién thi t6i xin néi that la con
trai ctia c6 can phdi c6 mot ban tay citng ran rén gitia.”

Miranda mim cwoi.

“T6i cling hoan toan dong y véi ba,” ¢6 noéi véi ba Doubtfire. “Viéc nay
xin nho ca & ba day.”
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5. Tim mot vai dien trong doi

Vai tuan sau, ba Doubtfire dang dya lung vao lan can chiéu nghi, gai son
sOt cang chan day 16ng va phi phéo diéu xi ga thi Lydia & trong phong di ra,
tay 6m mot dong truyén tranh nhau nat.

“B0 khoéng nén hit thudc,” Lydia qué trach, bé déng truyén ban thiu
xudng ngay ngoai phong Christopher. “B6 sé lam phoi den si di day.”

Ba Doubtfire nheo nheo mat va quay sang phi khéi thudc vao tam rem.
Poan ba rat mau thudc ra dé gat tan.

“Nghe nay, vién keo bi cta bo,” ba néi. “Hoi b6 con tré, d6 la nhitng
ngay thang twoi dep khi bo chwa 1dy me cac con, bo thwong duwgc uéng uyt
ky trong yén binh, hit thuéc ma khéng bi ai quay ray. Nhung quang doi
hanh phiic d6 da qua lau r6i, da tré thanh qua kit r6i. Nén néu & cai tudi
trung tudn day mét moi nay ma boé thinh thodng c6 phdi n6c mot coc bia,
hodc phai hat mot diéu thudc thi bo sé rat biét on néu con dé cho b6 duwgc

»

yén.

N6i roi ba hit thém mot hoi dai.

“Phai don dep cho nhanh théi, cin con a. Néu me con vé ma nha ctta
chwa dwgce don sach sé tinh twom thi ba gitip viéc tép riu nay sé bi dudi
thang c6 day.”

Lydia tiép tuc don dep. Vira cam sot rac day u u ra hanh lang,

Christopher nhan mat lai khi thdy minh con dong dé nita dugc chi gai chat
san & do.
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“Con khong thé hiéu tai sao chung con luon phéi don dep nha ctra,”
thang bé cau nhau. “B6 la ngudi dwoc tra tién co ma.”

“Thé nguwdi ta méi ndi c6 con dé thi con c6 dira n6 d& dan day con a.”

Ba Doubtfire lai dwa diéu thudc 1én miéng, doan chinh chiéc khan trén
dau cho chac chan.

“Ma con thtra biét b6 kém tai trong viéc gitr cho nha ctra dep dé roi con
gi. D6 chinh la mat trong nhitng 1y do me con ly hén véi bo.”

Ba vén cao vay, dé 10 m6t phan bap dui ran chac, doan ngoi trén bau ctra
sO rong gitta dam chau do quyén dom hoa vao mua xuan.

“Bay gio phai tinh dén khu veeon. D6 cling 1a cad mot van de.”

Ba nhin cham cham ra ngoai ctta s6. P6i 1ong may dwoc tia va danh
béng can than thdp thoang noi lo au khi nhin xuéng nhitng hang sup lo va
bap cai ctia Miranda dang nhu 1én mau tim tim.

“Pang ra phai vai vo6i cho luéng rau doé roi...”

Christopher va Lydia ct hét chay sang phong dita kia lai chay vé phong
minh dé tra sach va but, d6 nhitng c6c nwdc con thira vao bon riva mat, viret
quan 4o nhau nat vao hai gié may dat ngoai ti hong quan ao. Trong khi do,
ba Doubtfire ding tia ctra s6 nhin cham cham khu viedn nha bén.

“Ba Hooper d6 lai dé ctta nha kho m@ toang hodc réi. Thé kia thi nuwéc
mua sé ban vao lam hong hét dung cu cho ma xem.” Giong ba dot nhién tr@
nén tic gian. “Cac con cé biét lac hai dita di hoc, nguwdi dan ba xau xa dé
da lam gi khong?”
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“Khong a,” Christopher dap, dwa cho Lydia chiéc radi6 dang kep & nach.
“Nguoi dan ba xau xa do da lam gi lic ching con di hoc ha b6?”

Ba Doubtfire giit chat chiéc khan doi dau.

“Ba ta chi giat phat mot day kim ngan tuyét dep trén twong di. D6 la tat
ca nhitng gi ba ta da lam! Trong hoa ma tan bao v&i hoa nhu thé thir hoi cé
dién khong chu?”

“Cé thé ba &y muon lay cho dé trong hoa khéac,” Lydia goi y. “B6 bo dau
g0i ra dé con day cai may hut bui qua dugc khong a?”

Ba Doubtfire mién cwdng vén vay va thu doi chan day 16ng lai.

“Rat c6 thé,” ba dap. “Lay cho dé trong mot loai hoa hong sdc s& nao do
ban trong siéu thi, khong con nghi ngo gi nita.” Ba thd dai danh thwot, nha
ra ddm khoi mau xanh. “Sao ngudi dan ba dé lai c6 thé vac mat dén 16p hoc
vé moi tuan maét budi dugc chit, bo chang bao gio hiéu néi. Ci¢ nhin nét vé
tam thuwong cda ba ta trong bitc vé voc dang dep dé ctia bo thi da biét khiéu
tham my cua ba ta khong kha hon cai choi co nha vé sinh, nang lyc cam thu
cta ba ta khong hon gi phién da lat twong. Ba ta da vé bo tam lan roi day!
Tam lan! B6 da ditng, nam va ngo6i ¢ moi tuw thé. Ba ta da vé bo dang quan
tam vai muxolin dwdi anh dén da mau sac. Ba ta da vé chan dung bd bang
phan, chi than, but chi, r6i son dau, bang mau nwéc, chi mau, réi phan mau,
néi chung la du c4, va tuan truedc, Chia oi, tham chi bang dat sét nita. D6 la
tam lan ba ta cho b6 tam bd dang khac nhau: dan don, lung gu, chan vong
kiéng, mat lac, veo c6, tay vuon, ngue thung, va tuan tredc, khi ba ta trat
manh dat sét cudi cung vao birc anh, n6é nhw ci danh chi mang vao long tw
trong cta bd, badi trong boé khdng con dugce la nguwdi nita.” Ba Doubtfire mat
ham ham tc gian. “B6 da bi dung uéng phi cho muc dich caua nguwdi dan ba
dé, thye su 1a uong phi. Ba ta nao cé biét gi vé vé dep tw nhién chit.”
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“Con khong biét,” Christopher buot miéng. “Cé vé ba ay giong con...”

“Con thi biét cai gi chit,” ba Doubtfire cay cii nhan xét. Quan sat dau loc
diéu xi ga, ba day canh ctra s6 phia sau lung ra dé gay tan thudc xudng
khom kim tuc cua ba Hooper.

“Lay Chua t6i!” ba hét toang 1én, suyt chut nita 16n nhao ra ngoai cita s6
vi choang vang. “Ba ta dang trong thwgc dwgc.”

“Dé la veon nha ba dy co ma,” Lydia phan tran. “Sao ba ay lai khong
duwgc trong thwge dwgc ha bs?”

“Vao thdng Ba u? Con c6 khung khéng day?”

Mot tay gitt khan dau, tay kia gidu diéu xi ga dang chay d& dudi bau ctra,
ba Doubtfire nhoai nguoi ra.

“Nay co6 than mén,” ba réo qua bai c6. “T6i phéi cdnh bdo c6 diéu nay!
Gio ma trong thi thwge dugce ctia co sé chét héo vi suwong gia day!”

Noi roi ba thut cai dau quan khan vao trong va déng sam ctra lai.

“Ngu thé co chit! Nam nao ciing phdi nhac. Ngay bd con & day bo da
phai nhac ba ta khong biét bao nhiéu lan.” Ba thd dai danh thugt. “B6 sé
néi cho cac con biét cai tat ciia ba Hooper dé: ba ta cé cai tat khong bao gio
thém nghe ai khuyén ca. B6 nghi cé khi phédi xuéng dé ngan ba ta lai. Du
thé nao bo cling phai néi chuyén vdi ba ta vé bénh xoan 14 mégi dugc.”

Christopher dang hi hui mé nap chai Downy lién ngung lai. Du khong
néi ra, song thang bé khong thich “b6 minh ra vuedn nha Hooper trong bo
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dang ba Doubtfire”. N6 sg bd n6 c6 thé bi phat hién, va hau qua sé that
khuing khiép khi chuyén dén tai me né.

“B0 dirng c6 ra veon. Bo lai & dé ca tiéng dong ho cho ma xem. Ching
con sap chét déi r6i. Bita tdi ctia ching con thi sao?”

Ba Doubtfire day ctra nha tam dé viit mau xi ga vao bon cau.

“Nghe nay,” ba n6i. “B0o trong cac con sau gid hoc. Bo kiém tra bai cho
cac con. Bo gidt quan 16t cho cac con. Con khong thé bat bo di chg ndu an
duogc.”

Christopher tic gian.

“Bo chwa di cho a?”

Ba Doubtfire danh tréng lang bang cach giat bon cau.

“Khong c6 gi an a?” Christopher van chwa chiu thoi.

BoOn cau quay tit mau xi ga, thdo hét nwdc, sau doé lai day mét chit nuwée
1én. Mau xi ga van & do, khé xoay tron.

“Cdi gi cting khong c6 a?”

Ba Doubtfire nhtin vai.

“B06 cho rang lic nao ciing c6 chim...”

“Chim u?” Christopher khiép sg. “B6 muon néi t6i con Hetty sao?”

Ba Doubtfire ngdé cham cham dau ngén tay.
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“Hetty la chim...” ba néi. “Chim rat bo...”

Lydia xuat hién & nguwong ctra, to vé kinh sg khong khac gi em trai.

“B0 va em dang néi vé viéc thit con Hetty sao?”

“Sao khong?” Ba Doubtfire ti man cay 16p son méng tay mau hong.
“May ngay tredc bd mai biét c6 moén nay ngon ra phét. Chim cuit va xa lat
atis6.” Doi 16ng may bong loang nhiu lai. “Song c6 thé hoi khé. Mot trong
nhitng nguyén liéu dé ndu mon an nay la qua bach xu. Chac cha diva nao
muon tréo qua bd rao hai mot, hai qua bach xu bé xiu ctia ba Hooper nhi?”

“Pung a!” Christopher thét len.

“Pung a!” Lydia cting hua theo.

Ba Doubtfire dwa vao lan can.

“Natalie!” ba goi to. “Lai day nao chau yéu quy. Nhanh len. Ba
Doubtfire can chau gitip mot chat.”

“0, khong, b6 dirng 1am thé!” Christopher nan ni. “Chi Lydia c6 thé lam
xa lat ca héi cho cd nha ma.”

“Em ty di ma lam 13y,” Lydia quac lai day tic gian.
“U6rc gi bé nhd duwoc chinh xac cach 1am mén nay,” ba Doubtfire suy tu.
“Bay gio phai lam gi nhi? Cho chdn va xwong vao lam nwéc xét. Loc thit

roi chién trong mo néng gia... Cac con nghi minh nén loc nhitng phan nao
hé cac con yéu quy? Hai chiéc chan bé xiu...?”
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“Con sé lam xa lat ca hoi,” Christopher v0i vang 1én tiéng dau hang.
“Con con sé chuan bi mot cai banh pudding,” Lydia dan xép.

Thé 1a dep long ba Doubtfire. Ba lai m& toang ctra s6 va néi chd xudng
cho ba Hooper:

“Xin thwa véi c6, toi khéng thém ndi diéu dau, nam nay sé cé diéu thu vi
xdy ra ddy, c6 than mén...”

Christopher don dep not dong ngon ngang duwdi gam giwdng, con Lydia
quang may hit bui vao cai ti noi chiéu nghi. Hai long v&i dam cdi bap cua
ba Hooper, ba Doubtfire déng ctta so lai, chi ban cho hang x6m ding mot
cai vay tay qua tdm ctta kinh y nhu minh la ba hoang thai hau t6t bung
trong khi ba Hooper dang yén dang lanh lai dam ra lo lang vé bénh sti goc
cdi bap cang dé cang nghiém trong.

“B0 khong thé hiéu tai sao ba ta lai lo lang vé bénh sui goc cai bap dén
thé,” ba gidi bay cung Lydia va Christopher, vira ltic d6 Natalie xuat hién &
dau cau thang dé xuéng giup bo. “Cai bap sui goc la chuyén don gian nhat
cua ba Hooper. Nhin dam rau nguoi ta lai nghi ba ta chi cé ba dung cu lam
vuon la cua xich, cu6e chim va sing phun Itta.”

“Budn cuoi qua,” Natalie n6i v6i ba. “Bé chau cling toan bao thé day.”

Daniel nhin cham cham difa con géai nhé. Anh lac dau bat lyc. Anh biét
moi dita con cua minh déu c6 cach doi pho riéng vdi tinh hudng trg tréu
anh day ching vao ma khong hé bao trwdc. Thai do ctia Lydia doi véi hai
vai, doi khi két hgp lam mot vai ctia anh don thuan la thich thi mot cach vo
tw. Christopher thi luon c6 thai do phong vé: thang nhdoc luén chuan bi san
sang cho gidy phut bi phat hién hai hung dy. Hai cach d6i phé nay Daniel
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déu c6 thé hiéu dugc. Nhung cach ma Natalie xtt sy v6i hai con nguwdi cia
bo that ky quac, ky quac dén khéng ngo.

Daniel nh¢ lai, nhitng ngay dau, c6 bé rat lo lang - thuc s, thuc sy lo
lang. Khi anh tv tin di di lai lai trong ng6i nha dwéi bd dang cia ba
Doubtfire, Natalie ditng tro tro mot cach khé s@ va lo lang, nhin b6 ma long
da khong yén, roi giat thot minh moi khi thdy ctita mé hodc dién thoai do
chudng. Chi can nhac dén cai tén Miranda thoi la cling da lam ¢6 bé lo s6t
vO. Viéc dong gia nay thuc sy khién c6 bé phap phong dén noi Daniel phai
tw hoi liéu day c6 phai 1a mot 16i 1am tai hai va sy c6 mat cda anh & day
khién Natty cam thay lo au hon la thoai mai.

Bay gio, khi nh¢ lai chuyén d6, anh thay moi thi da thay doi.

Vi Natty, anh duong nhuv tré thanh hai con ngwoi hoan toan tach biét.
Natty dan coi ba Doubtfire 1a c6 thyc, va Daniel hoan toan bién mat khoi
tam tri c6 bé. Piéu nay cé vé gitp co bé thodi mai hon. Bung lic gan nhw
phat dién vi lo lang thi c6 bé lai trd lai v6i ban tinh yén lang va diém tinh
von c6 cua minh. C6 bé khong con c6 tranh mat anh ké ca khi dang cam cui
t6 mau hay chgi v6i may con thu nhya bé ti xiu & bat ky cho nao nita, thay
vao do, c6 bé quanh quan bén anh mé6t cach vui vé, thodi mai ké chuyén
treong 16p, nhitng cudc cadi co va choi dua ¢ san treong, va ca nhitng ong
ban trai cia me nita.

“T6i nay me chau sé di choi vGi chi Sam,” c6 bé néi, roi tiép tuc véi vé
bu6n ba: “Uéc gi me chau dirng di vdi chu ay.”

“Tai sao ha chau yeu?”

“Chau chi thich me di choi v&i chi Lennox thoi.”
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“Tai sao thé?” Daniel gang hoi, dot nhién lo lang ga Sam nay c6 thé
hung dit, hodc vo tam, tham chi lanh lung vdi Natty yéu quy cua anh.

“Vi chi Sam lic nao ciling mang tdi may bong hoa héo chan chét. Con
cha Lennox mang ca so c0 la, nhitng hop kem dau that to, an cling dugc a.”

“Ta cling thich kem dau ra phét day, chau yéu a.”
“Bo chau ciing thé.”

Co6 vé tot nhat la khong nén néi gi. Nhung Daniel thay that bon chén khi
phai ditng bén bon rira bat, lo dang rira mot, hai cai bat dugi voi nudc, va
nghe chinh con gai minh ké vé banh xa phong trong bép ctia bé c6 bé cau
16p bui ban citng do thwdng cao vao long ban tay c6 bé moi khi rira tay, va
bui rta bat qua xo xac nén rwa bat dia khong tai nao sach dugc. Kinh
nghiém cuta anh cho thdy, nhitng lic nhw thé t6t hon hét 1a khong nén trd lai
lam Daniel dé bao vé danh dy ctia minh chi vi nhitng chuyén cén con thé
nay. Lam thé c6 khi con khién c6 bé lo sg. Thyc té€ 1a sau mét thoi gian, c6
bé phan biét hai ngwoi nay rach roi dén noi moi khi Daniel v6 tinh g& bo
chiéc mat na ctia minh, du chi mét tich tac - goi c6 bé tir phong nay sang
phong kia bang giong that cta anh, kiéu co6 bé trén vai, hay chti cai may
hut bui theo dung phong cach cua Daniel - thi Natalie 1ap tic lang thinh va
cup mat xudng, tho than sang phong khac va & li trong d6. Nhung chi can
Daniel xé dbi giay di ndi nang trinh trich anh da mua dé dong gia ba
Doubtfire - cung véi chiéc khan dau khong kep ghim méi va vai chiéc ao
canh dep dé - thi Natalie lu6n cam thdy vui vé va thoai mai véi sy hién dién
cta anh, con san long gitip anh lam nhitng cong viéc vat vanh trong nha,
hdo httc tiét 16 nhitng bi mat cia minh, khéng ngai 6m ba Doubtfire.

Vi vay, Daniel phdi tranh thé hién bat ky dac diém nao cta Daniel khi

dong lam ba Doubtfire. Anh hoc udng bia trong bita troa bang tach st dung
uodng tra. Anh tap théi quen thinh thodng méi ra chiéu nghi huat xi ga, va

https://thuviensach.vn



quang ngay di khi thdy Natalie bé béng dang tGi. Va, ct gan tGi gio tra
chiéu, anh phai can than déng canh ctta nha tam dé ngan cach anh va co
con gai bé nho r6i mdéi bat dau cao rau lan thi hai trong ngay.

Chuyén la thé day, quéa la. Nhung khong c6 gi la mai duge. Chang bao
lau sau anh da thdy quen thudc véi viéc nghe Natalie ké lai chinh xac
nhitng gi minh da ndi khi con bé 1éo déo di theo ba Doubtfire khap nha vao

moi budi chiéu.

“Chau yéu c6 thé dwa cho ta cdi mac do dugc khong? Ta sé treo ao
choang cta me chau vao tu.”

Natalie dang lan 10n trén giwvong sé ngoan ngoan bo ra mép giwong vaoi
chiéc mac 4o duéi san.

“Bi con gi nha roi nay, ba 0i,” c6 bé l1én giong trach méc. “Ngoai mép bi
nha hét ca. Bo chau noi la khong bao gid, khéng bao gi¢’ dwgc nha nhya.”

“Bo chau noi ding day chau yéu a. Ai ma biét trong nhya cé nhitng chat
doc gi chuw.”

“Vang, bd chau cling néi thé. B6 chau ndi néu budc phdi ngam thi cé thé
ngam, nhung can va nha thi khong dwgc, hoan toan khong dwgc, va bé chau

khong noi dua dau.”

“U, b6 chau néi khong sai chut nao, chau yéu a. Ta ma la chau thi ta sé
nh¢ that k¥ tat ca nhitng gi bé chau noi.”

“Chau c6 nhd ma.”

“Thé thi tot.”
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“Va chau sé dan tang b6 mot chiéc ca vat nhan ngay sinh nhat.”

“That sao chau yéu? Chac la sé dep lam. Ta hy vong la b6 chau sé thich.”
“Chéu dinh dan mau hong ba a.”

“Ta chac rang b6 chau sé rat thich.”

“Chau sé 1am bé bat ngo.”

“Pung, chac chan roi. Chau yéu dwa cho ta céi 4o 16t dwgc khong? Chiéc
do ren vat trén ghé ay.”

Cam cai 4o Natalie dwa cho, ba Doubtfire xem xét that ky roi méi vit
vao déng quan o ban.

Natalie cwoi khuac khich.
“Ao 16t mdc hai lan
Sé khong con dep nira,” c6 bé cat tiéng hat vui vé.

“Poi vbi nhitng nguwdi c6 da tién mua may giat thi ding la thé that,” ba
Doubtfire néi doi chut bi an.

“B0 chau khong c6 may giat ba a,” Natalie bu6n ba, r6i nhac nhé: “Khi
deo chiéc ca vat hong chéu tang thi b6 chau phai git that sach ch.” Co bé
thé dai. “Néu bo chiu deo...”

Ba Doubtfire khang dinh chac nhw dinh déng cot: “Néu chau dan tang bo

chiéc ca vat mau hong nhan dip sinh nhat, thi b6 chau sé deo chit, ta chac
chan nhv vay day.”
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“Chi Lydia cling n6i thé. Chi ay bao la bo chdu c6 ca ngan toan ca vat
xdu hodc, vay ma bo van deo, thé nén bo sé deo cai chau tang.”

“Lydia da n6i thé ha chau yéu?”

“Vang. Chi dy da néi thé.”

Natalie ng6i khoanh chan trén giwdng va tram tu.

“Chau da c6 goi dién cho bd.”

“That sao chau yéu? Dé lam gi thé?”

“Pé hoi xem b6 cé thich mau hong khong.”

“Chau goi khi nao?”

“MG6i vira ndy a. Luc dé ba dang trong nha tam. Nhung bo chau khong c6
¢ nha.” Co bé lo dang tim mép chiéc ga trai givong. “Dao nay bo chau hay
vang nha lam. Truéc 1an nao chau goi dién bo cling cé & nha.”

“Natalie...”

“Da?”

“Khong c6 gi. Chau dung dé y.”

Nhung do la cd mot van dé, va anh c6 thé noi rang con bé rat quan tam

dén diéu d6. Va anh cling vay - anh lo lang nhiéu dén ndéi t6i do, khi
Miranda di lam vé rat mudn va quang hop dui dén khong dat tiéu chuan to
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uynh 1én ban an véi tam trang kho chiu, anh van con rat lo lang, lo lang dén
noi phai bia ra ngay mot cude dién thoai.

“C0 a, toi phai noi vdi c6 diéu nay trwdc khi vé - hom nay bo 1u tré da
goi dien...”

Anh dé y thay ca Lydia va Christopher chi vénh tai nghe v§i vé thich thu;
nhung Natalie trong thue sy vui mung.

Miranda cau mdt mét moi.
“Qi, Chtia oi. Lam nhw ngudi ta bau 1dm ay!”
“Co0 bao sao?”

“Thoi, ba dirng ban tdm. Anh ta goi ltic nao thé? Pirng noéi vai téi la vao
gio an trua nhe.”

“Gio0 an trwa u? Tai sao lai la gio an trira?”

“Anh ta c6 mé6t thoi quen khién toi rat by'e minh la c@ nham ding gio an
ma goi dien.”

“0, that sao?”

Byc minh, Daniel ghi nhé trong dau la h6m sau sé goi dién cho c6 ta vao
gio an sang.

“Vang, ding thé.” Co vdi ldy coc tra. “Thé lan ndy anh ta can gi?”

“Lan nay «?” Ba Doubtfire thodng dwa anh mat khién trach nhin c6. “Co
khong nén trach cit cau dy quay ray co, thra cd. Bon tré cling la con cau ay,
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va ké tir ngay t6i téi gitap viéc cho co, cau ay ciling mdi chi goi dién c6 vai
»

lan.

“Vang,” Natalie xen vao v6i giong buon ba. “Gi¢ bo hau nhuw chang goi
dién nita r6i.”

Miranda da c6 mot ngay lam viéc qua vat va. Co khong cé tam trang nao
dé thong cam dugc nita.

“B0 con can gi phai goi dién. Cac con gdp anh ta luon, nén anh ta phai
thudc long thdi gian biéu roi chi gi nita.”

“That a!” Luc nay ba Doubtfire cdm thdy hoan toan khéng tan thanh.
“To6i nghi rdng cau ay that tot khi da goi dién. Khong phai tat cd moi thi
trong cudc song nay déu co thé 1én ké hoach. Bon tré c6 thé goi cho cau ay
bat ctt khi nao ching muon. Tai sao cdu ay lai khong thé goi cho ching?
Néu cha con ho can lién lac vdi nhau thi ngwdi lam me nhw ¢6 khong nén
ngan can.”

Miranda nhun vai phét 16 nhitng 16i thuyét gido.

“Anh ta muén gi?”

Cudc doi thoai gan nhu tranh luan nay da khién ba Doubtfire boc phat tra
10i khac v&i nhitng gi da chuan bi.

“Cau dy muon dua bon tré di xem kich vao chiéu thir Bay.”
Natalie ré 1én sung swéng. Miranda mat ham ham.

“Thir Bay tuan nay?” Nhung tudn nay la dén luot t6i!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhung thit Bdy c6 sé vang nha dén tan sau gio, thva co. Co da ndi vdi
toi khi c6 yéu cau toi dén day vao ngay thit By con gi. Co phdi tham du
Hoi thdo Pén Gia dinh & Wolverhampton. Chinh c6 da néi thé ma.”

“Du gi thi van la cudi tuan cua t6i,” Miranda sung sia.

Ba Doubtfire chuan bi vac lai.

“Xin 16i vi toi phai ndi diéu nay, thwa c6. Nhung c6 khong thay thé 1a ich
ky sa0?”

Mat Miranda lai cang ham ham.
“Oi troi! Byc minh qué di mat!”
Christopher lao tdi.

“0), con xin me ddy! Me cho chiing con di choi v6i b6 hom thit Bay di.
M4y nam roi, con khong dwgc dén rap hat.”

“Con khong thé nhé duwogc lan cudi cung con dén rap hat la khi nao,”
Lydia them vao.

“Con thi chua lan nao dugc dén do,” Natalie 1én tiéng.

“C0, chau da dén r6i ma,” ba Doubtfire 1§ 16i. Sau do, ba lai v6i vang lap
liém. “Chac la chau phdi dén ro6i chi chau yéu. Coé khi chau quén thoi.”

“Chuing con déu quén hét r6i,” Christopher 1én tiéng. “Lau lam r6i chitng
con cO dugc di dau. Me cho chung con di nhé. Con xin me, xin me, xin me

»

day.
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“A, me chwa biét thé ndo!” Miranda tritng méit. “B6 con that qua dang
khi dao 16n lich sinh hoat thé nay. Ai ma biét anh ta c6 dwa cac con vé nha
ding gio khong chi@? Con ciing biét bé con thé nao ma. C6 khi anh ta con
chwra mua dugce vé. Anh ta Itic nao ma cha thé. Ca ba dira sé rat hao hirc, va
r6i tht Bdy anh ta Iu Iu dén day néi da hét vé. Me sé mét It khi &
Wolverhampton vé nhuwng van phai nghi ra cai gi d6 dé cac con vui vé tré
lai. Trwéc gio chuyén nhw ndy dau phai hiém. Oi, bi'c minh véi anh ta qua

"’

di mat
“Nhung thwa me! Néu bé mua duwgc vé thi ching con c6 thé di chir a?”

“Oi troi! That 1a buc minhl” Miranda néi mot cach ditt khoat, nhu thé
van dé nay da dwgc giai quyét vdi noi bat man tot cung.

Khong hiéu y me la gi, Christopher hoi bang quo:

“Nghia la me noéi ching con cé thé di dung khong a?”

Khudén mit Miranda sa sam tic gian. Cd cin dau ngén tay. “Oi, me
khong biét dau! That 1a phién phitc! Sao anh ta ddm lam thé nhi? Lic nao
cling thé!”

Pa dén lic ba Doubtfire can phai can thiép, va ba can thiép that.

“Ta nghi y me cac chau la cac chau c6 thé di, 1i nhéc yéu quy a,” ba néi
voi 1 tré, “Va ta nghi cac chdu may man lam day. D6 ding la mét dac an
khi duwgc dén rap hat cung Daniel Hilliard. Cau ta la mot dién vién rat gioi,

thye tinh rat gioi.”

Cam thay thuc sy byc minh véi Miranda, ba quyét dinh choi véGi Itra.
“That ra, ta titng xem cau ta dién trén san khau...”
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“Thdt thé a?” Lydia va Christopher cudi nhan nhé trong khi Natalie hoi
hép. “Tréng bd chau thé nao a? B6 chau déng vai gi a?”

Dot nhién, ba Doubtfire c6 vé chot da. Christopher lang mang nhd lai lan
di xem vé& kich cdm dau tién ctia b6. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao 16n trong trang
phuc phu ni* nhady twng birng trén san khau sang trung. Me cidi xudng thi
tham vao tai con trai: “Nhin kia! B6 con day, b6 con dang nhay theo nhac
kia kia. BO con dong vai ba Doubtfire day.”

“Xe buyt!” Christopher bong hét toang. “Ba nhanh 1én kéo 1& xe day!”

Chi chd c6 thé, ba Doubtfire tém tii xach dwéi gam ban réi vo voi ao
khoac ma long day biét on.

“Tam biét cac chau than yéu,” ba thé thé. “Hen gap lai ngay mai!”
Ba rdo budc ra vé song khong quén ngoadi lai hon gio 1a tré.

Miranda lac dau. That kho c6 thé ché trach ba Doubtfire. Miranda lén lau
rira tay vi phai bé cai hdp bui bam toan dui dén vd, c6 thady ngoi nha da rat
gon gang, dung la rat gon gang. Tat ca nhitng th c6 viit bira trong phong
sau bu6i t6i cung Sam da dwgc don can than, va phong cua Lydia va
Christopher trong khong thé tuyét hon dwgc nita. Tuy nhién, doi khi
Miranda nghi duwong nhw c6 da thué mét nguwdi giap viéc ky la nhat trén
doi.

C0 quay sang con trai. C6 nghi ltic nay trong thang bé cé phan hoi lo
lang.

“Christopher,” c6 goi. “Con thay ba Doubtfire thé nao?”
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Cang thang qua di mat, Christopher tham nghi, nhé lai mui hang hac cta
mau xi ga sting nwdc né moi trong bon cau ra dugc vai phit thi me vé.

“Tuyét a,” cau bé khang dinh. “Rat tuyét.”
Miranda man meé thia tra.
“Ba ay rat, rm, lg, con khéng nghi thé a?”

“Khong a,” Christopher tra 10i dit khoat. “Con thay ba ay cé gi la gi dau.
Chi Lydia cling nghi thé. Ca Natalie ciing vay.”

“Cac con khong thay ba dy rat, wm, to I6n a?”

“Ba dy lam gi dén noi to 16n a,” Christopher phan d6i. “Ba dy chi cao
hon me mot chut thoéi.”

“Nhung me rat cao. Me chi thdp hon b6 con mét chut xiu. Vay ma ba
Doubtfire tham chi con cao hon ca me.”

“Vay thi sao a?”

Co lay lam la v6i kiéu bénh vuc cta thang bé. Dot nhién co tw hoi co
phai thang bé da biét thé hién phép lich sy d6i véi phu nit khong.

“Um, nhung dii sao con ciing phai cong nhan 1a ba ay trong rat to chi.”
“Khong.” Christopher ngoan c6. “Con nghi ba ay khong to chit nao.”
“0), that vay sao, Christopher!”

Twc gian, Miranda quay sang co con gai 1on.
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“Con nghi thé nao vé ba ay ha Lydia?”
“A...” Lydia cudi toe toét. “Ba dy hoi la mot chiit.”

Miranda thay nhe nhdm hon. Chi it mgt dita nha ¢6 van con doi chut tinh
twong.

“Chdng la thi gi nita? Ba dy dung la rat la. Nhung con khong nghi thé
nay lai hay sao? Con hon la & bén bd cac con.”

Lydia im lang mot ltic r6i mdi tra 10i.

“Con khong noi la hon. Nhung con cling khong noi la kém. Con nghi
rang con phai néi 1a - khdc nhau.”

Cam thay hai long véi cau tra 161, Miranda quay sang Natalie.

“Con con nghi thé nao ha Natty? Con c6 thich ba Doubtfire khong?”

“0, c6 a!” Natalie 1ap tirc xac nhan. “Con thich ba ay Idm.” Thay anh va
chi gai cuoi, co bé voi vang noi thém: “Con nghi con thich ba Doubtfire
nhat.”

Lydia hai tinh quai:

“Thé con bo thi sao?”

Natalie nhin chi lam lam, d& ngudi sg sét. Miranda nghi rang c6 bé trong
that kho s&. Co bé hit mot hoi, tha hat ra, roi lai hit mot hoi, that sau.
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“Em nghi...” c6 bé 1ap bap. “Em nghi... Em nghi...” Va r6i dot nhién tim
ra cau trd 161, co bé dac thang két thuc:

“Em nghi em thich ca hai ngwoi nhv nhau!”
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6. Nhirng gia dinh hanh phuc

Chiéu hom sau, khi nghe tiéng gét giay cia Miranda nén trén 16i vao khu
vuon, ba Doubtfire lién ngirng twdi cay.

“Me cac chau da di diéu hanh dé ché vé roi day.”
Miranda da kip nghe nhitng tir cuéi khi budc vao cira trude.
“Piéu hanh dé ché ha?” c6 hoi vong vao tit ngoai sanh.

“Xin 16i cd,” ba Doubtfire tra 15i. “Y t6i néi 1a cong ty. T6i cit nham lan
hai tir nay su6t méi chét chi.”

Christopher lo lang nhin chi Lydia vira lam bai vira cwoi khiic khich.
Miranda vao phong nhung khéng nhan thay vé thich tha cta dita con gai.
Nhu moi ngay, co cam thay kiét sitc va ban chan dang dau nhirc. Hai 1ong
nhin ngon ltta dang chdy trong 10 suwdi, c6 budng minh xudng cai ghé gan
nhat roi bo doi giay chat nich ra.

“C0 udng tach tra cho d& mét nhé?”

Miranda cam tach tra véi vé biét on. Tra that tuyét, cling nhuw ngon Itta
am 4p va ba Doubtfire vay. Tat ca nhitng nghi ngai cta c6 téi hom tredc
gio da tan bién, Miranda cdm on Chuia cho ngay c6 dén nhan ngwoi phu niv
to 16n, kém duyén dang nay vao nha. C6 thé ba Doubtfire la mot nguoi ky
qudc. Nhung trede hét va trén hét, Miranda la nguwdi lam kinh doanh, c6
biét phai danh gia moi viéc dwa trén két qua. C6 nhan dinh rang két qua cta
quyét dinh dac biét nay c6 chit gi d6 than ky. Bon tré ngoan ngoan va vui
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vé hon, ngoi nha ludon ngan nap, va ngudi phu nit nay lam banh mi kep thit
ngon khong kém gi Daniel. Nhitng Iic nhu thé nay, dwgc nam dai trén ghé
banh treéc ngon Itta chdy rue véi coc tra trén tay trong khi hai diva con 16n
da ngoi tap trung lam bai tdp vé nha con Natalie dang ngoan ngoan choi
dua véi nhitng con thui nhya bé ti xiu xung quanh, Miranda nghi lam thé
nao ma bon ngudi ho c6 thé song duwgce lic chwa c6 ba Doubtfire.

Moi ngay ba ay lai lam nén nhitng diéu ngac nhién md&i. RS rang bita an
toi bo dudng dang dwgc nau trong 16, dong do can di cia ngay hom qua da
duwgc cat gon gang vao cac ngan td, con chim cut da dugc an uéng, va can
bép da sach bong khong mot vét ban. Nhung ba Doubtfire van ditng bén
may cai cdy trén gia sach, chiéc khan doi dau gat gu mét cach lo ngai.

“Cay thai lai tim nay ding la khong 6n r6i,” ba néi. “Lic md&i dén day toi
C twong né chét roéi co.”

“Chéu thay n6 c6 sao dau,” Lydia no6i. “D6 la mdt loai cay than théao
nhung song rat dai, chau thay né thad vi lam.”

Ba Doubtfire nhin con bé vGi nét mat xdu xi khong can c6 gang.

“Thai lai tim c6 nguén goc tir ritng nhiét déi,” ba gidng gidi. “NO6 phai
moc tot um 1én co ch dau lai thé nay. Pay, chau xem, 14 ctia cai cay nay
thi c6 thé dém trén dau ngon tay cia mot ban tay hoi di thuwong.”

“Nhuwng ba da tao ra duwgc ky tich vGi nhitng cay con lai ddy.” Miranda
an Ui kho bau ctia minh. “Ching ngay cang tuwoi tot ké ti khi c6 ba cham

»

soc.
Qua thyc chiung tuwoi tot hon that. Thé la ddm cay canh da dugc ciu

song. Tham chi nhitng cay yéu 6t nhat cling da dugc cttu song. “Cay cuc
mat huyén nay tréng ngira ca mat,” ba Doubtfire da lam bam ngay ngay dau
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tién khi dang loay hoay that chiéc tap dé méi tinh. “Con cay sung ru kia
trong chi kha hon khic g6 muc mot ti.” Ba da hi hui nao la bén phan, roi
Xit ndc, nao la ti man lau ting cai 14, roi lai chong than cho dam cay canh.
Va gio day, cdy hoa cam chuwéng da hong 1én, cay leo dang leo cao hon, 1a
ram rap hon, mam non nhu lén, va tua & nhitng cay cé gio treo da moc dai,
ken day va uon lwgn vieéng ca vao toéc Miranda moi téi ¢6 bude ra hién.

Ba Doubtfire 14y lam hai long v6 cung.

“To6i nghi minh ciing khong dén n6i pha cay canh ctda c6.”

“Pha uv!” Miranda gia vo t@c gian. “Lam gi c6 chuyén do, ba da lam
duwgc diéu ky diéu cho ng6i nha nay. Ba giong hét chéng cii cta toi vay.
Anh ta rat mat tay.”

Co nghe thay tiéng khit miii khe khé phia sau va tw hoi c6 phai Lydia bi
cam lanh khong. Nhung c6 chwa kip quay lai xem cé ding thé khong thi ba
Doubtfire da vo vo khuyu tay c6 dé co cha y.

“Khi t6i dén trong ching thdm hai lam. Bung la tham hai! T6i da kip
thdi cttu nhitng cay hoa violet chau Phi. Néu cham mot vai thang nita thi ca
may cay mai da thdo cling chét hét. Phai néi la c6 cha chiu cham s6c ching
gi ca.”

“T6i cling c6 ddy chw,” Miranda thé dai. “Chi 1a t6i khéng gidi viéc
cham séc cay coi. T6i da bé cong cham soc ching day chit, nhung, sau khi
Daniel di, cang ngay ching cang héo 1a.”

“Nhitng cai cay toi nghiép,” Natalie nhe nhang néi vé thwong cam.

Miranda thao thao bat tuyét.
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“Mua xuan nam ngoai, thiy tinh trang may cay cam chwéng nhu thé, t6i
da thi cat tia mot chut. Toi dat ching vao lo mt r6i dé6 day nwdc vao, dat
trén cai hop gan noi hoi dwdi tang ham.”

“Khong nén dé cay ctia minh qua kiéu sa nhw vay.” Nhan xét cua ba
Doubtfire khién Miranda c6 cam twéng ba dang mia mai minh, nhw thé

khong giong ba chiit nao.

“Chuing da tot 1én ma,” co bién bach. “Vai tuan sau t6i con thiy chiing
moc nhitng mam trang nhé nho ¢ dwéi day 1o.”

“Ré day,” ba Doubtfire ndi. “Cai mam trang nhé nhé & dwégi day dé goi
larée.”

“Sau d6 t6i cho chiing sang may lo son cii d6 san cai gi d6 mau nau dam
- cai do goi la gi nhi?”

“Pat,” ba Doubtfire néi. “Ching t6i, nhitng nguoi thich lam vuon, goi la
dat.”

“Khong!” Miranda nh¢ lai. “D6 1a Phan Bén S6 Hai ctia Ba Nimble Mat

»
!

Tay
CO vui vé ngoi xuong.

“That sao?” ba Doubtfire hoéi lai khi thdy ro rang Miranda coi nhw thé la
hét chuyén. “Roi sau do thi sao?”

“0. Sau ching chét hét.”

Ba Doubtfire c6 gang t6 ra khong qua ngac nhién. Nhung ba van khong
thé bé qua may chuyén da roi.
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“Chac han la c¢6 khéng chiu bon phan cho ching. Hodc khong twdi nuwdce.
Hodc dé ching bi ing nwdc.”

“Hodc lam chung tan lui,” Lydia cling hua theo.

“Hodc dé ching & ngoai gid,” Christopher ndi, gat noi lo s¢ sang mot
bén dé c6 gang khong bi 1ép vé trudc sy thé hién cia cac chuyén gia lam
vuon.

“Con nghi chiing bu6n lam,” Natalie n6i. “Hoa cam chwdng ghét bi vt
chan.”

“Pung vay, chiing ghét phan am,” ba Doubtfire dong y v&i Natalie.

Miranda nhin cham cham. Gio c6 mdi biét Natalie cling am hiéu vé cay
c6i. Nhung cang ngay co con gai ut cang khién c6 ngac nhién hon khi c6 bé
néi nhiéu thit ky la khong thé hoc dugc & truong. RO rang, sau khi tan hoc,
co bé chi quan quanh bén ba Doubtfire, xem ba twdi cdy, xit nwdc, bén phan
va tia cdy, va ho noi chuyén véi nhau vé cdy canh. Miranda rat hai long.
Trong su6t may nam qua, co thdy minh chwa gan giii cham lo cho con cai
duwgc, co6 con ban biu ra ngoai kiém tién, thwong xuyén mét moi véi viéc
kinh doanh & cong ty, béi thé c6 khong con hoi sitc dau ma ngoi thich thu
lang nghe cac con tro chuyén nita. Miranda thdy nhe han nguwdi vi ba
Doubtfire ky diéu vo cung. T khi c6 ba, moi thit déu tré nén dé dang, va
khi da dé dang hon thi moi thit lai thd vi hon. Tham chi nhitng gico lam viéc
cling b6t cang thang hon béi vi Miranda hoan toan khong phai lo lang liéu
minh c6 phdi d6i mat v&i nhitng chuyén buc minh hay phién phic khi vé
nha khong.

Nguwoi phu nit nay thuc sy la c6 tai. Tham chi con dang nguwéng mo hon
nita la ba v6 cung quyét doan. Ba khong thich “chd xem da”. Va khong hé
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giong vGi may ba may c6 Miranda tirng thué dé gitp co trong thoi gian co
tGi cong sd, Miranda chwa lan nao thay ba Doubtfire néi cau no6i ci mon
nham chan ctia may nguwoi trong tré: “Cai nay thi ta khong biét dau. Dgi me
chéu vé ro6i hoi xem thé nao nhé.”

Hoan toan ngugc lai. Duong nhu ba hoan toan khong c6 y niém la bon
tré, dau tién va trén hét, thuéc vé Miranda. Dwong nhw ba nghiém tic cho
minh toan quyén ctia mdt ngwdi me ding nghia. Tham chi ngay lic nay, khi
Miranda dang & d6 nham nhap tach tra thit hai va dudi thang chan vé phia
ngon lira am, ba Doubtfire dot nhién quat Christopher khong duwgc ngoi
kénh chan ghé 1én, lai con nhac nhé Natalie bé bong rang co bé co 1€ sé lam
vui long tat cA moi ngudi trong phong néu khong cho tay vao miii nita.

Lic dau Miranda cam thay doi chut boi rdi trede kiéu chia déi quyén luc
bat thanh van nay. Nhung roi co6 da thoai mai khi thady sy phan quyén nay
mang lai 1gi ich ro rét, khi thdy viéc d6 lam cho moi mat ctia cudc séng
hang ngay trd nén that suon sé va dé dang sau mot khoang thoi gian dai roi
tinh r6i mu Ién.

“T6i da nhac nhé Lydia la mai con bé sé khong dwgc dén rap hat cung bo
néu moén st cua n6 khong kha 1én,” ba Doubtfire n6i. “Tiéc la c6 khéng vé
sdm hon! T6i da bat Christopher danh toan bd giay dép, ké ca nhitng doi
chi can chai qua mét lwot 1a sang bong.”

Ba ding day, chinh lai cai vay vai tuyt ndng trich.

“Ctr thé nay toi lai 1 xe buyt mat. Trwdc khi vé toi sé bé thém than vao
10 swdi cho co nhé?”

Pua canh tay to 16n nhdac bong thung than, ba dit né ra phia sau nhe
nhang nhuw khéng r6i bé thém mot lwgt than vao 10 sudi.
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“Nay c0, toi da thoéa thuan véi Natalie la tir gio tr@ di co bé sé cd nhiem
vu bo bat dia ra khoi may rira bat roi day.”

“Ba that 1a mot kho bau, ba Doubtfire a,”
Miranda 1am bam. “Ba con hon mot ga chong gap tram lan.”

“Chac chan diéu dé con phu thudc vao viéc do6 la chong caa ai, phai
khong?”

Miranda cwoi khac khich.
“O thi, ci? biét 1a hon chong toi cai da.”

“0, vay u?” ba Doubtfire ngap ngirng khi véi cai tii xach tay bing da ca
sau cuia minh.

Pang sau chiéc ghé me dang ngoi, Christopher va Lydia quay sang nhin
nhau. Christopher can moi. Thang bé luon thap thém khong yén mai lan bo
nan nd mai chuwa chiu vé sau khi me né vé nha. B6i vdi Christopher, mot
khi Miranda da vé nha thi moi 10i ndi, moi c& chi cua ba Doubtfire déu rat
nguy hiém. Mdéi nguy hiém nam & moi noi. Sy c6 khung khiép c6 thé xdy
ra bat c lic nao. Ba Doubtfire c6 thé lam roi vat nang nao dé vao chan va
v0 tinh thot ra nhitng 16i chiri thé khong lan vao dau dugce cia Daniel. Khan
trén dau ba cé thé roi ra. Ba c6 thé quén khong chot cira nha vé sinh, va,
chuyeén ca nhan bi 10 lai kéo theo nhitng chuyén khac. Tham chi ngay bay
gio, biét dau trong khong khi &m ap day mé hodc cua can phong nhw thé
nay, ba Doubtfire lai so y xan tay chiéc 4o canh diém dda Ién lam 16 ra hai
canh tay cu6n cudn co bap.

Nhung Lydia cudi toe toét ra chiéu khodi tri 1am. Con bé rat thich nhitng
gidy phut thé nay, khi bd n6 tam thoi nip trong bo dang ba Doubtfire va goi
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chuyén dé Miranda nhd lai va ké vé nhitng ngay thang hon nhan toi té trudc
day. bung la rat nguy hiém, nhung cting that hap dan khi nghe ba Doubtfire
vach tran nhitng 10i néi hé cia Miranda, gitip con bé hiéu so qua vé nguyén
nhan khién hon nhan cta ho tan v&. May tuan qua con bé da g& bo duoc it
nhiéu dinh kién sai lam vé b6 me. Con bé da hiéu chuyén hon. Dé nghe
dwgc nhitng chuyén qua khit nhé nhat nhung hap dan nhu thé thi do dam
trén bdi min nay cling dang.

Va khong chi c6 con bé nhu vay. Daniel ciing luoén chuan bj san sang cho
cudc kham pha day mao hiém nay - qua thuc, anh c6 vé bat dau thich thu
nhitng 1an tan chuyén ngan ngui va liéu linh dién ra hang ngay, do la tro bit
mat bat dé mao hiém, trong d6 ngwdi vo cii ctia anh luén phai lam ngudi bi
bit mat.

“Cau ay khong phai 1a kho bau sao, chéng cii ctia co dy?”

“Lay Chua, anh ta thi con khuya!” Miranda thao kep toc ra khai mai toc
tuyét dep ctia minh. “Dé t6i ké cho ba nghe anh ta té nhu thé nao.”

“Pugc. Co ké di.”

Christopher lam bai tdp khong yén. Lydia thi vénh tai lang nghe. Natalie
cling ngang mat 1én khoi dam thu nhya.

“Chong to6i la...” Miranda hit mot hoi that sau khi nhitng ky rc ven
nguyén va song dong vé Daniel lai ta vé sau vai nam ngudi ngoai di phan
nao. “Ké vo trdch nhiém nhdt ma t6i khong may gdp phdi, chua néi dén

chuyén két hon.”

“0, 1am gi dén ndi thé chi!”
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“Qi, that ddy! Anh ta vo trach nhiém kinh khung, c6 trach nhiém véi ban
than anh ta con kho chit chwa néi gi dén trach nhiém véi gia dinh, vo con.”

“Vay cau dy da lam gi?”
“Pé toi ké cho ma nghe.” Titc gidn vdi nhitng ky tc tia vé, Miranda hat
dau. Nhitng lon téc dé 6ng roi xuong. Co6 hat manh mai téc, téc rii xuéng

quanh mat khién c6 nhw mot thién than bao thu.

“Con mu vu khéng trdng tron!” Daniel tham nghi. “D6 phét ldc bénh
hoan. D6 boi bac! B6 dn khong néi co!”

“U, co ké di?” anh ggi chuyén véi giong ngot ngao.

“Ba biét khong,” Miranda ndi.

Moi nguoi cung yén lang lang nghe.

“Lan dau tién toi nhan ra t6i da 1ay phai mot ga dién,” Miranda bat dau
ké, “la trong ngay cwdi cia minh. Lic d6 td6i muwdi chin tudi. Téi da mac
vay trang dai quét dat, trén téc cai nhitng bong hoa mau cam. Pé la mét
bubi chiéu mua xuan tuyét dep, nhitng ddm may trang mém min troi bong
bénh trén bau trdi xanh tham. Moi ngudi déu duwgec moi ngoai triv hai 6ng
chi dang thwong ma me t6i thue sy khong bao gio muon maoi. D6 1€ ra phai

la mot ngay hoan hao...”

“Con nghi la con nghe chuyén nay r6i,” Christopher 1én tiéng, c6 gang
hét sttc dé ngan me lai véi hy vong bo cam tii ra ve.

“Suyt!” Natalie trach. “Anh yén dé me ké!”
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“Phong Pang ky Két hon & uy ban thi tran. Me dén thi thay b6 cac con
dang ditng & bac ctra nhin mot ba ¢ 16i vao siéu thi bén canh.”

“Con biét roi, con nghe chuyén nay r6i,” Christopher n6i, mong la c6 thé
chan me lai.

“Anh trdt tu di!” Natalie gat vGi anh.

“Ba ta dang c6 gang cho di miy con méo con. Bén canh ba ta 1a mo6t hop
cac tong, nhitng doi tai va cai miii hong hong nhé xinh ctia 1ii méo c troi
1én tut xuéng miéng hop. Ba ta c6 mot cai bang viét rang 1t meéo con rat can
mot ng6i nha, va néu con nao khong dwgce nhan nudi treede khi siéu thi dong
ctra thi c6 thé bi vitt bo.”

Natalie ng6i say swa lang nghe. Me c6 bé tiép tuc keé.

“Me biét tai sao Daniel lai thich thi dén vay. Con méo ctia anh ta ciing
vira m@i sinh duwgc mot 6 méo con tam tuan tredc do, song anh ta van chua
tim dwgc ai nhan nudi ching, ma boé me thi dang dinh di nghi trang mat.”

“0O dau ha me?” Lydia hoi.

“Mién Bac Scotland,” ba Doubtfire tra 10i c6 bé.

Miranda hét sitc ngac nhién.

“Sao ba biét?”

Ba Doubtfire hoi ling ting mat mot lic r6i méi gidi thich.

“Co c6 nhé may bic dnh dong khung vit x6 ¢ day tu cta c6 khong?
Tuan trwde toi da lau chui ching va khong thé khong cha y téi bitc cé mot
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anh chang dep trai dang hon trom c6 & ban ca phé trén bo bién.”
“Nhung sao ba lai doan do6 la tuan trang mat cua chung t6i?”
“Q!1” Ba Doubtfire c6 vé hoi cang thiang. “Hon nhau & noi cong coéng w?”
“Vay sao ba doan dugc la 0 Scotland?”
“T6i nhan ra nhitng vach da. Va thai tiét nhin c6 vé khong dep lam...”

“Thoi ma me!” Natalie nan ni. “Thé may con méo dang thwong thi sao?
Keé cho con vé 1ii méo di me. Con xin me day!”

Bi phan tan, Miranda trg lai cau chuyeén trong khi Christopher thd phao
con ba Doubtfire kin ddo lau m6 hoi tay.

“Trong thdy me la b6 con voi budc xuéng bac thém. ‘Em yéu’ anh ta ndi.
‘Anh vira no6i chuyén véi ba kia. Lic dau ba ta c6 sau con méo. Ba ta da
ditng d6 dam muwa cd ngay hom qua, sang nay mua to thé ma ba dy van
ding, ditng tGi chiéu nay ludn ddy. Bay gid ba ta chi con lai hai con, mot c6
bé trong quan da hira sé cham s6c mot con.”

Mat Natalie cho thdy ro tam tri co6 bé dang bi qua tai.

Miranda tiép tuc.

“Lic d6 bo me da bi mudn. Me kéo tay b6 vao ty ban thi trdn. Tat ca
moi ngwoi dang chd, va bé me két hon ngay lic dé. B6 con rat lo lang, anh

ta danh roi nhan téi hai lan.”

“C0 khong can mot ngudi dw bao thoi tiét mdi biét gié dang thoi theo
huwéng nao,” ba Doubtfire nhe nhang trach co6. “Pang 1é c6 nén dung lai
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trede khi moi chuyén di qua xa, trwde khi moi chuyén qua muon.”

“Anh ta cling vay!” Miranda tra 10i gay gat.

“Q, diing thé. Anh ta ciing nén lam thé. Chuyén d6 thi khoi phai ban!”

Dot nhién mot y nghi 16e 1én trong dau Lydia, néu bé hodc me né dirng
lai vao lic dé thi ca né, em trai va em gai n6 déu khong bao gio dugc sinh
ra. D6 1a y nghi khé chiu nhat déi véi con bé. Trong khi con bé c6 gang
nhét suy nghi d6 vao mot x6 xinh nao dé trong dau dé khi khac nghi tiép thi
Miranda lai noi.

“Du vay, me chua bao gio nghi dén chuyén ding lai. Me da vo cung
hanh phtic. Me yéu anh ta, va mu6n anh ta, va cudi cung dam cudi da dién
ra. B6 me budc ra khéi ban dang ky, va tat ca ban bé ctia bé me ao lén dé
om hon bo me va...”

Co bat ngo durng lai.

“Sao ntra...?”

“Sao ntra...?”

“Sao ntra...?”

Daniel khong tham gia vao dan dong thanh. Anh thira biét chuyén gi xdy
ra sau do.

“Va bo cac con bo di!”

“Bo di u?”
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“Bo di u?”

“Bo di u?”
“Bo di! Bién mat. Khong thay dau ca. Chuén mat. Bién mat.”
“Thé me da Iam thé nao?”

“Thi con biét lam gi nita chi¥? Mot ltic sau, me nhd bac con vao nha vé
sinh nam xem anh ta c6 d6 khéng. Bac quay lai va lac dau. Thé la tat ca
moi ngwdi loanh quanh & tién sanh, ai ndy déu to6 mo, ho tim tum thanh
nhom va thi tham to nho, tw hoi liéu c6 phai chi ré lai choi tro chay trén chi
mot phut sau khi cwdi khong. Ba ngoai nwéc mat gian giva con ong ngoai
thi dang dang sat khi.”

“Qi!” Natalie thét 1én. C6 bé c6 twdng twong ra hinh anh 6ng ngoai béo 1
va dang yéu ctia minh dang dang sat khi nhung khong thé.

“Thé con me a?” Lydia bi cuén vao cau chuyén. “Con me thi sao?”

“Me u?” Miranda giat sgi chi bung ra ¢ o ra. “Me cam thdy nhuw troi dat
dao 10n. Me xau ho, dau dén, béi roi khong biét gidu mat vao dau. Bam
cwdi ctia me da trd thanh tro cwdi cho thién ha. Tat ca nhitng gi me biét Itic

dé6 la moi thi khac cling dé v& theo.”

“Diéu do6 that la khing khiép v6i me,” Lydia néi. Co bé nhin ba
Doubtfire day an y trong khi n6i vdi me.

Ba Doubtfire nhan mat, coi thé la thé hién sy cdm théng v&i Miranda.
Miranda tiép tuc hoi twdng.
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“Me budc long phai gia vo nhw khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Me van di
tiép tr nguwoi khach nay dén nguwoi khach khac, cwdi cuwdi, tan chuyén va
nghich téc. Mai khi c6 ai d6 hdi chuyén gi da xdy ra v6i Daniel, me déu
khang khang la anh ta sé tr& lai ngay, va co 1é dang 1ap ké hoach dem lai
diéu ngac nhién thu vi nao dé.”

“Va bo da lam thé phai khong a?”

Lydia git* &nh mat lanh bang, bi hiém nhin ba Doubtfire.

“0...” Miranda tra 15i kho khéc, “diing 1 mot diéu ngac nhién that...”

“La gi ha me?”

“Ct tr tir. Sau khodng hai mwoi phit, khi me sap bi chét vi xau ho thi
nguwoi gac ctra rut ré tién dén bao 6ng ngoai rang moi nguwoi phai roi khéi
d6. Con c6 dam cuwdi nita ma moi ngwoi lai dang chiém dung tién sanh. Do
d6, moi ngwdi phai ra ngoai ditng trén bac ctra. Va bo con & do.”

“0O dau a?”

“O ngay dudi bac cira, ngay trudc mit moi ngwdi. B6 con vira mdi nhay
xuong khdi xe buyt 27. Tay cam mét hdp cac tong.”

“Ngac nhién qua!” Natalie hét 1én, va vui swéng vi cudi cung bo da lay
lai duwoc danh du.

Miranda nhin con day thwong cam r6i tiép tuc ké: “Sau do, ngay tredc
mat tdt cd moi ngiti, khi moi con mat déu dén vé phia minh, bé cac con 6m
cai hop bén swon, chay l1én nam chat tay me. ‘Nhanh 1én,” anh ta hét Ién.
‘Kéo ba ay di mat bay gio!” Anh ta da 16i xénh xéch me xudng bac thém.
Anh ta lam tay me tham tim lai. Lam rach toac vay ctia me. TruGc mat tat
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cd moi nguoi, anh ta kéo me dén cho ngwoi phu nit nghéo tuyét vong va
kiét sttc dang ditng triéc civa siéu thi mong tim nha cho con meéo cudi cung
cta ba ta. ‘Day!” Anh ta néi vé6i ba kia. ‘Cho ba nay!” Va cac con cé biét
anh ta da lam gi khong?”

Natalie ng6i khong yén, hdo hitc dwgc nghe tiép.

“Anh ta m@ nap hop céac tong va nhon nhitng con vat mém mai dang vay
vay dudi vao hop cua ba kia. Cho ca Itta luén! Thém tdm con meéo nho bé,
ngoan ngoan, yéu 6t va dang yéu! Ba ta dam hoang. Hodng that sy! Me con
twong ba ta sap ngdt vi soc. Ba ta sg khong thot 1én 10i. Va me chwa kip néi
hodc lam gi thi Daniel da kéo me di, 16i xénh xéch me qua via he dong dtc
roi day btra 1én chiéc xe buyt chay ngang qua. Me viing vay dé nhay xuong
xe va quay lai chd ba kia, nhuwng Daniel can lai. Anh ta ddi me vao tam bién
Khong hit thuoc va hon me dén ldc déen xanh, va xe buyt chay qua nhanh
nén me khong dam liéu nhay xudng.”

Ca ba dita tré déu tron mat nhin, con ba Doubtfire trong thiéu tw nhién
nhat.

“Sau d6 ca xe buyt bat dau vo tay. Ho hoan hé Daniel vi da trao cho c6
dau ma&i mot nu hon that nong nan. Me thi gian dién 1én, me tat cho anh ta
mot cai. Ai ndy déu nhan mat quay lai phia tredc va thi tham to nhé rang
me hung di¥ va chang thanh nién t6t bung kia rd rang da mac phai sai lam
toi té nhat trong cudc doi.”

Co tho hat ra that manh.
“0, c6 thé me c6 gi d6 khong t6t. Co thé me dd nhin nhan moi viéc mot
cach sai lam. Tét ca nhitng gi me c6 thé néi véi cac con la, me nwdc mat

ngan nwdc mat dai dirng trén xe buyt chay véi van toc hai lam dam mot gio
roi bita tiéc cudi cta chinh minh trong chiéc vay cudi ban thiu va x6c xéch.
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Me nhéan ra rang me da pham phai sai lam khung khiép, qua khing khiép vi
da cwdi mot nguwoi vo trach nhiém nhat trén thé gigi.”

Can phong im lang hoéi lau. Natalie dang nghi dén ngwoi phu nit dang
thwong vGi doi chan dau nhitc phai ditng bén bitrc twong gach lanh thau
xwong ngoai sieu thi thém hai ngay ntra, tham chi la lau hon, vi lai c6 them
mot hop day meéo con. Natalie nghi né giong nhuw nhitng gio giai lao dai vo
tan @ truong ma khong c6 ban nao noéi chuyén vgi minh, va khong co tro gi
choi cho do lanh...

Christopher thay thich tha vi thang bé chwa bao gio dwoc nghe chuyén
ddc biét nay. Cho du me né muén quén chuyén nay di, va bd né vd cung
xau ho khong muon nhac tdi nita, thi chi it 6ng ba ngoai cling phai néi dén
chuyén d6 mot hai lan chit. Xét cho cung, ho da phai boé ra mdt khodn tién
cho 1é cwéi va bira tiéc cudi bi pha hong d6. Ho chac han rat buén buc va
tc gian.

Co6 diéu la 1a ho khéng bao gio néi tdi chuyén dé, tham chi...

Lydia ty héi liéu mot dam cuGi truyén thong trong nha thd thong thuong
c6 gi khac biét khong - ngoai trir cw xit dién khung cia bé con bé nhw &
dam cuwéi nay. Cudi cung, con bé nghi c6 1€ ciling khong cé gi khac biét. N6
nghi van dé & day la thiéu ton trong; khong phai la doi véi 1é cuwdi, ma la
do6i vGi cdm xic va mong mudn cta me nd. Nhin theo mdt huwéng nao do thi
cau chuyén rat buon cwoi. Lydia cé thé thiy diéu d6. Nhuwng chi la cai nhin
clia nguwoi ngoai cudc sau mot thoi gian dai. Vao thoi diém xdy ra, chuyén
d6 khong hé buon cudi chit nao va khong thé tha thit dwge. Nhat 1a nu hon
trén xe buyt. D6 la nu hon dau tién cta ho sau khi cuwdi, vay ma b6 n6 da
bién nu hon dy thanh mot tro gia doi va khéi hai. Néu con bé & trong hoan
canh cta me...

“Néu con la me thi con da giét b6 r6i!”
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Chiéu sdu cam xuc trong giong noéi cia con gai khién Miranda ngac
nhién. Va ca Daniel cling vay. Mét binh tinh, anh c6 gang bao chita cho
minh nhwng chang khéac nao d6 thém dau vao Iia.

“Chuyén qua lau lam r6i, ma c6 than mén. Nhw nwéc chdy qua cau va
troi di thoi. Toi chac la cu ay da t6t hon nhiéu sau khi cudi.”

“Ngugc lai,” Miranda phan bac. “Anh ta con t6i té hon kia.”
“Nhu thé nao ha me?” Lydia hoi.

“0,” Miranda tra 10i. “Lic mdi di trang mat, anh ta da nho to v6i mot
nguwoi Do Thai ngdi chung toa tau véi ching t6i sudt ti Luan Don lén
Inverness la tit ca thitc an trén tau Anh déu dwgc nau bang md lon. Nguoi
dan ong dang thuong chac han da chét doi néu me khong phat hién ra diéu
do khi tau dén York!”

“Chuyén nay thi chac chan con nghe r6i,” Christopher n6i. Va gat phang
y dinh bdo vé bo minh, thang bé no6i thém nhw tréu choc: “Ca chuyén con
meo cua ba Hooper bi ket ¢ trén cay du nita.”

“Sao chi khong nh@ chuyén do nhi,” Lydia néi.

Ba Doubtfire hiing hang ho vai tiéng nhung chdang ai dé y. Tat ca dang
cham chu nghe Christopher.

“Mot budi sang, con Kittykins bi ket vao cay du. Thé la n6 c ket ¢ day
cad ngay luon. Khi trgi t6i mit, né tham chi khong nhin dugc nhitng mau
thitc an rai dwdi goc cay dé du n6 xuong, ba Hooper hodng lam. Ba bat dau
di mwon thang r6i khua loc coc. Ba lam ca phé mat ngu hang gio lién, hét
goi con meéo lai g6 vao cira kho trong vuon, réi dap thang vao canh cay.
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Pén hai gio sang thi bo khong chiu dwoc nita. B6 mé toang ctra so, dang
madc d6 nga ma bo van tho ngwdi ra hét: ‘Ding c6 ma lam 6n nita, di ngu di
cho nguoi ta nho!” Ba Hooper hét vong lai: ‘Nhung con Kittykins dang
thuwong thi sao?” Thé la bd gao hét cd véi ba Hooper: ‘Vi Chua, ba kia! Ba
nam nay da bon mwoi chin r6i! Ba da nhin thdy dugc mdy bo xwong meo
trén cay ha?”‘

“Thé ma chi khong biét,” Lydia néi at tiéng hang giong lién tuc cta ba
Doubtfire. “Chi chi biét chuyén khi moi ngwoi dang ditng khoc & dam tang
chu Jack.” Con bé cudi that la lung véi ba Doubtfire. “B6 da gia vo bi chiéc
xe tang nghién vao chan.”

“Theé roi sao a?” Christopher hoi.

“Nguoi lai xe tang suyt 1én con dau tim. B6 nhdy 10 co mot chan, tay 6m
chan kia, bong b6 bi mat thang bang va nga xuong cai huyét vira mdéi dao.”

“Con ciling nghe chuyén nay roi a?” Miranda néi.

“Con nghe c6 Ruth ké,” Lydia tra 10i. “C6 dy da ké v6i con hom bo lam
viéc gi do con té hon.”

“Con té hon 4?” Christopher nghénh tai lang nghe. “Chuyén gi thé? Chi
ké di, nhanh lén!”

Guong mat cua ba Doubtfire téi sam lai khi Lydia ké.

“Chuyén do6 xdy ra may nam trude.” Co chut gi dé la la nhw de doa trong
giong ndi cua Lydia ma Daniel da khong dé y dén. “Co Ruth dén tham em
bé.”

“Em bé nao a?” Natalie hai.
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“La em ddy,” Lydia néi vGi c6 bé. “Liic d6 em con bé xiu, Natty a. Em
nho qua nén khong thé tw ngoi dugc. D€ em ty ngoi la em ngad 16n nhao
mat, ma em da nga kha nhiéu day.”

Natalie cudi khiic khich, khong thyc sy tin nhitng diéu chi minh néi.

“Em dang nga. Co Ruth vira méi thay ta cho em & ghé x6 pha, xong em
ngu ngay trén ghé, gitta may cai g6i. Co6 Ruth khong muén bé em lén dat
vao ndi vi sg em sé thitc day, nhung c6 phdi di vé sinh. Co néi lic day co
mét 1am roi. Tw lic dén, co chwa cé 1ldy mot phit nao ranh. Bung lic do thi
bd vao phong, thé la c6 Ruth nhd bd trong chirtng em. ‘Dung dé chau lan
khoi ghé nhé,” c6 nhac nhé roi lat dat roi khéi phong. Co déng civa nha vé
sinh ro6i chot lai han hoi. Co6 vira méi tut quan xudng va ngoi 1én bé thi nghe
thdy c6 tiéng cop khing khiép trong phong khach. Co6 noi: ‘Dung la tiéng
dita tré ngad cop dau xuong dat roi!” Co sap ngtta lao ra khéi nha vé sinh,
quan 16t con chwa ca kip kéo 1én.”

Lydia ngirng lai. Ba Doubtfire tho tay lay tai xach dwéi gam ghé.
“Tat nhién, la tai bo. B6 da co6 tinh gidam chan trén tdm van san.”

Ba Doubtfire ditng day, tii xach 6m khw khuw treéc nguwe. Mat ba danh lai
con giong thi lanh bang.

“T6i nghi toi nén vé thoi,” ba néi véi moi ngwdi. “T6i chac la nhitng mau
chuyén nho nhdt vé b6 bon tré sé gitip ca nha vui vé cho dén khi di nga.”
Co6 chut ché giéu gon 1én dudi 16p bang trong giong noi cta ba. “Thu thyc

1a t6i khong ngd o6 lai phai chiu dung nhitng chuyén khiing khiép dén thé.”

Miranda da khong nhan ra sy mia mai trong giong noi do.
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“Pung la kinh khiing,” c6 dong y. “Dién hét ca dau ba a. T6i cling phai
thd nhan rang t6i la mot ngwoi kha khat khe. Nhwng déi khi t6i c6 cam
twong nhuw Daniel c6 thé lam hoan hdo moi viéc trén doi ngoai trir viéc lam
mot nguwdi binh thuwdng va c6 trach nhiém!” Co thd dai. “Ban dau c6 thé do
chinh la diéu hap dan t6i. Ban than t6i da qua nghiém tic va can trong, cé
thé toi da nghi rang anh ta sé dem dén sy thay doi tot dep, toi tham chi con
nghi rang anh ta c6 thé thay doi t6i.” C6 lai thd dai, 1an nay con nao né hon.
“Nhung hon nhan lai khong nhu thé. Con nguoi ta khong bao gio cé thé
thay doi ngoai trit nhitng diéu nhé nhat bén ngoai. Thé nén t6i dén la kho.
Song vdi Daniel giong nhw la séng trén mot lwdi dao. T6i khong bao gio
biét dwgc anh ta sé lam gi tiép theo.” C6 xoe tay giong hét nhw Daniel lam
moi khi anh néi vé c6. “Néi cho cluing, ba biét ddy, diéu t6i quan ngai nhat
khong phai la anh ta v6 trach nhiém. Ma la anh ta lam t6i mat mat. Mat mdt
thue s, mdat mdt kinh khing, twéng nhuw c6 thé vo tung dau vi nhitng viéc
tic dién 1én ma anh ta da lam.”

Ng6i sau ghé ctia me, Lydia ngang nhién mé& quyén sach tiéng Phap ra va
dwa tay lén bit chat 16 tai. Con bé bong cam thay gian b6 kinh khung, va
muon b biét diéu dé. Dai vdi Lydia, dwong nhu bé né da 1am mot diéu rat
sai trai va xdic pham khi dé me né gidi bay tam sy mot cach thang than va
chan thanh, ma khong hé biét rang minh dang néi véi Daniel. Lydia nghi do6
la mo&t kiéu phan bdi ré mat cling giong nhw nu hén gia tao trén xe buyt, thé
nén con bé khéng con mudn nghe bat ky diéu gi nita.

Nhan thdy con géi thay doi thai do, Daniel c6 gang két thic cau chuyén
cho nhanh.

“Tat ca nhitng chuyén d6 da qua lau 1am r6i. C6 cau da ly di may nam
troi roi con gi. Chuyén qua ca roi.”

“Qua u?” Tach tra ctia Miranda roi khéi thanh ghé khi c6 ding 1én. “Qua
u? Chuyén khong bao gid qua ca! Con t6i té hon ay chit! Anh ta t6i té chwa
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ting thay, con t6i thi van khong dugc bao tride, khong kiém soat duwgc
hanh dong cua anh ta, thim chi khéng cé6 mot co hoi dé giai bay suy nghi
cda toi vé anh ta!”

CO budc ngang qua can phong. Trong mot khodnh khac that khing
khiép, Daniel nghi c6 dang tién dén danh minh. Nhung c6 lai cti xudng gia
sach canh céi ghé anh dang ngoi.

“Thuyc sy da qua u? Ba xem méi dao ng ong Hooper ¢ nha bén da mang
cai gl sang day nay!”

Co giat manh mot vat gi do bi ket sau gia sach.
“Pé t6i cho ba xem! Chinh hang xém cta t6i vé day!”

C0 c6 kéo. Nhung rd rang la bitc tranh da bi kep chat sau gia sach kho
ma 16i ra duoc.

Hinh dung qua ro nhitng bic tranh dé dé wong wong ma ba Hooper
mang tr 16p vé vé, ba Doubtfire bon chon hoi.

“C0 c6 chac lam thé nay la sang su6t khong? Trwdc mat bon tré...”

Miranda phét 16 ba. C6 nghién rang nghién lgi lay gia sach. Va cudi
cung ciling lay dwoc: thanh tyu nghé thuat dep dé nhat cia ba Hooper.

Daniel chi can liéc qua mét cai cling di cam nhan dwgc néi nhuc nha cay
dang. Bic vé that kinh tdm. Trong bttc vé, anh ding that 16ng ngong va ky
cuc, bon chi thi c6 dén ba bi ba ta bép cho méo ma méo mé. Mot vai cho
trén da bi b6i mau canh dan do day, mot s6 cho khac thi nhw mau hoa anh
thdo doc. Chan anh nhin x4u xi giong nhu hai cai buwéu bi bién dang. Diéu
toi té nhat la ba ta vé anh y nhu anh da tao hinh, hoan toan khéa than.
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Anh da c6 gang khong nhin vao d6. Nhwng anh van phai nhin. Va & do,
an trong dam long lin phan dé bat thuwong & phan dudi co thé anh duwgc ba
Hooper chiéu c6 dén véi phong cach cé thé néi la phong khoang néu bot
phan phoéng ting, 1a phan riéng tw nhat cia anh - mot cai buwéu con ti, éo
udt va tai nhot 16 10 ra, gan nhw néi bat.

“Khong thé tin dugc!” anh thét 1én vi bi s6c cue do.

“Chinh x4c!” Miranda dac thang. “Nguoi ta sé nghi gi day?”

Ba 0m chat tti xach vao nguc vi hodng hoét.

“Co khong dinh mang né ra trién ldm day chi?”

Lydia khuc khich cuoi.

“Sao lai khong a?” con bé hoéi. “Me ct treo trén 10 swdi ay. Nguoi ta cha
bao sau khi b6 me ly di, con cadi dwgc thdy b6 ching cang nhiéu cang tot
con gi?”

Christopher cuwdi bo ra. Natalie thi 6 nin cuwoi.

“C6 gi hay ho ma cwoi,” Miranda nat bon tré. “Chang c6 gi thd vi ca.
Bay gio thé nay, sang nay me chgt ndy ra y nghi phai bat bé cac con tiép

tuc tro choi ngoc nghéch nay ngay trong chinh cdn nha cta chiing ta!”

Khéng khi im lang chét choc bao phu khap can phong. Liéu c6 phai ho
déu da bi 10 tay roi khong? L.é nao Miranda da phat hién ra?

Chac chan c6 dang gian s6i mau.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Phai thé ch&! Hay khong? Anh ta sé ditng ngay trén chi€c tham nay,
hoan toan khoa than, that tro trén!”

“T0i...? Anh ta w?”

“Pung vay! Toi khong tim duwgc cach nao dé ngan can anh ta. Bai vi t6i
da qua ngoc nghéch khi hita véi ba Hooper rang néu dam thg thuyén van
tGi nha ba ta khi trvong nghé thuat nghi gitta ky thi 16p ho cé thé hoc &
day!”

Ba Doubtfire chét diéng nguoi khi nghe thay thé. Ba qua quyét: “Ho han
phai c6 cho khac hoc chit.”

Miranda cau co.

“Ba nghi thé sao? Nhung c6 vé nhw cé céi 16p day vi nao khéng song
dwdi tang ham thi cling song trén xe tai hodc trén thuyén!” M6i c6 cong 1én
khi c6 han hoc n6i thém: “Pé la nhitng nguwdi khéng chiu song trong trai té
ban.”

Daniel cay dang hoi han vi da hep hoi khi moi nguwdi ¢ 16p my thuat
muon mot nguwdi ti nguyén cho 16p mwon nha minh. Bang ra anh khong
nén noi rang anh dang song trén thuyeén.

“Vay ho sé dén day hét sao?”
“Luc muoi gio sang th Ba t6i.”
Ba Doubtfire dé bo nguc thénh thang duwgc thé phao nhe nhom pha chit

then thung khi thady diém dau tién va duy nhat twoi sang trong toan bd cau
chuyén roi tung nay.
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“T6i rat vui vi tan ba gio chiéu thit Ba méi t6i day. T6i sé khong phai
day dwa vao viéc nay.”

“0, nhung ba sé phai dén!”
“Nhung sang thi¢ Ba thi t6i lai ban mat r6i.”

“Ba Doubtfire, téi chi con biét trong cay ba thoi,” Miranda nan ni. “T6i
khong thé dé tirng ay ngwoi vao nha néu khong c6 ai dé6 ma toi cé thé hoan
toan tin twéng ¢ nha.”

“Nhung, t6i khong dam chac...”

Miranda lap tirc dap tat vé ling ting cta nguwoi giup viéc bang sy qua
quyét cia mot nguoi tra lwong déu dan.

“Chac chan chit, ba Doubtfire, ching ta da thoa thuan ngay tir dau la c6
thé ba phai dén vao nhitng lic khac, nhu khi bon tré bi 6m hodc khi ngwoi
ta dén giao hang, hodc khi gido vién nghi day. Phdi c6 ai d6 & day. Ba dirng
lam t6i that vong.”

Ba Doubtfire van dang c6 gang tim cho ra mot ly do hop ly nghe sao
xu0i xuoi tai vi ba khong thé dwa tra cho moi nguwdi dang ditng ¢ mot phia
cua can phong trong luc dang dirtng khoa than & phia kia.

“Nhung thwa ¢6. T6i khéng chac 1a téi c6 thé chap nhan duwgc viéc khoa
than...”

“Chuyén do thi toi hoan toan khong ngac nhién chut nao,” Miranda noi.

Co khinh bi chi btrc vé ddt dwa vao gia sach. “Ba nhin xem. That la kéch
com. Kéch com hét mirc!”
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NOi roi c6 nhac bire tranh lén.

“Thuc sy toi khong thé chiu dung thém dwgc nita,” co noéi. “DE toi viit
vao thung rac, day mdi la cho cta né.”

Moi ngudi cling nghe ro6 ca nhitng 10i n6i dé thém vao cua c6 trong khi
dang di xu6ng sanh.

“Ca anh ta ntra!”

Ca Lydia va Christopher ctuing to mo nhin b6 doan xem anh dinh lam thé
nao dé cttu minh thoai khoi tinh huéng éo le nay. Nhung anh hoan toan
khong dé y. Tw lic nghe dwgc may 16i cudi cung cua Miranda, anh nheo
mat, rut chiéc sting cao su twéng twgng trong tdi chiéc vay tuyt rong thung
thinh ra, chia vé phia ctta va can than ngam dich. Khi da chac chan vg cii
hoan toan nam trong tam ngam, anh kéo doan ddy chun twéng twong cang
hét mitc c6 thé dé ban vién séi twdng twgng.

Khi anh quay lai, ca ba dita tré déu dang nhin anh, mat dita nao dita nay
toi sam lai.

Cudi cung chinh dita con 16n cua anh da pha v& sy yén lang cang thang.
“Khong phai & day, bo,” Lydia trach. Mac du giong noi cia con bé kha
binh than, nhung van cé vé kién quyét - dau an khong thé nham lan cta

Miranda. “Khong phai & day. Trong nha ctia me. Con xin bo day.”

“Xin 16i,” anh n6i v&i Lydia. “B6 xin 16i con, Lydia.”
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7. Dien xuat, nhitng chi lgn vui vé va chién tranh

Daniel cho rang budi xem kich Ian nay khong phai thang lgi to 16n nhat.
Lic anh nhé ra phai ghé qua rap hat mua vé thi 6ng ban vé bao hung tin la
chi con cho “cé tam nhin han ché.” Nhung chiing ré, cong thém viéc cay cu
vi Miranda dam bi boi rang anh sé khong thé mua dwgc cai vé nao, thé la
Daniel quyét dinh mua ching.

That khong may, bon cho lai khong gan nhau. Hai cho & sau c6t chong
bén phai khan phong, hai cho kia lai & sau c6t chong bén trai. Daniel thay
bue boi bdi khong thé gan ca ba dira tré trong cudc vui hiém hoi nay, va
con buc boi hon khi Lydia va Christopher dwong nhuw chang ban tam lam
tdi chuyén d6. Chiing vui vé chay ra cho ngoi va sau mot hoéi tranh céi vé
viéc mat tinh mat kém, r6i thi thir véi td gidi thiéu chwong trinh quan tit,
moi dita chon mot bén ¢4t va nhin ngé xung quanh. Daniel dé y thay ca hai
cung cham chu nhin vé phia trdc ngay ca khi tdim rem san khau chwa dugc
kéo len.

Daniel va Natalie thi khong duwgc suon sé nhw vay. Tam nhin 1én san
khau cua hai bo con bi han ché, khong chi do chiéc c6t cam thach to sttng
sttng ma con do hai sinh vién dau xu ngoi dang trwdc. Natalie khong thé
ngo6 sang bén ciling khong thé nhin qua dau ho dwoc, va khi anh sang ngap
tran san khau, c6 bé ngd ngody trén chiéc ghé nhung, c6 ruwén co 1én dé
nhin cho rd. Chiéc ghé cia c6 bé kéu cot két. Khé chubi sang dé doi cho,
Daniel thay ghé cia minh ciing kéu c6t két. Va cudi cung, sau anh mat cau
kinh cta nhitng khan gia ngoi bén canh c6 con gai, anh budc long phai cho
Natalie ngoi 1én dau goi.
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Natalie 6m chat c6 anh khién anh mudn nghet thd. V& kich bat dau.
Chwa day mdt phut, co6 bé dut ngén céi vao miéng, mi mat rii xuéng, ngéon
tay quan quan téc Daniel. Mach chuyén con chwa dau vao dau thi Natalie
da nga ga nga gat. Daniel khé ctii dau dé danh thitc cd bé day - gia vé co ré
that, nhung dau co6 ré dén mirc do - nhung phai hét sitc than trong. Con bé
ng6i khong nhic nhich trong vong tay anh, va anh budc phdi vdan xuwong
song that can than dé giit thang bang néu khong anh sé chang nhin thay gi.

Daniel nghi vé& kich cé vé khong thue sy phu hgp dé céa gia dinh di xem.
Cudi cung anh cam thay vui khi Natalie ngu sudt v& kich. Hét canh nay dén
canh khac toan la cai co, trong d6 c6 mot s6 canh t6i dinh diém gay gat,
dién ta cau chuyén cua hai cap doi, mét cap that hanh phiic va mot cap co
cudc song hon nhan that khiang khiép, luén luan quan trong vong xody han
thu am i, hiéu 1am va hiém déc. Ngay ca cap vo chong hanh phic kia cling
dam ra gat géng trudc ap luc ctia vong xody nay. Nhung két thic héi mot,
cap doi khéng hanh phtic dang phai chiu t6n thwong tram trong vé mat thé
xac do da dap nhau gay xwong banh ché tir khi rém san khau con chwa kéo
len.

Peén trong khan phong bat sang. Daniel ddo mat khap can phong. Lydia
va Christopher van ng6i do, tap trung cao do, mat van dan chat vao tdm
rem. Phdi mot Idc sau chiing m@i bat dau nhic nhich. R6 rang man phéc
hoa s6ng dong canh vg chong gay go vira roi da thu hut hét sy cha y cua
hai dita. Cam giac bon chon bong dang lén trong long anh. Sau mot thoang
suy tw, anh chot nhan ra rang sé la mot sai lam 1én néu ng6i xem hét vé
kich.

Nhuwng Natalie dang ngt say trén canh tay anh, nén anh phéi ngo6i yén
trén ghé. Daniel nghi Lydia va Christopher c6 thé chay qua ch6 anh trong
lic giai lao néu nhu ching doi an kem. Nhung anh da 1am. Ching tham chi
chang buon quay sang ngé anh, mat mai dan chat vao tdm rém san khau
nhuw thé lo sg hoéi hai sé bat dau ma chiing khong biét.
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Gio giai lao that ngan, ma hoi thit hai lai that dai. S6ng lvng Daniel dau é
am vi phai ngoi thang lung tir dau tGi gio. Don dap tirng dot, ting dot lang
ma trén san khau khién anh nhé lai nhitng nam thang hon nhan cia minh
roi dam ra buon kho. Mai lan liéc sang thdy khuén mat cham chi cua Lydia
va Christopher, anh lai lo s¢ thai do cua Miranda - san dang mét moi sau
mot ngay dai & Wolverhampton - khi nghe bon tré ké vé va kich ma vi né,
anh da lam ddo 16n lich sinh hoat cudi tuan thiéng liéng va bat kha xam
pham cua co ta.

V& kich két thic, cd chan va tay trai Daniel déu té dai khong con cam
giac nén khong thé ditng day. Anh ngoi yén cho Lydia va Christopher chay
lai.

“Qua la ky diéu,” Christopher néi. “Ky diéu that.”

Ky diéu la 16i khen tang hao phéng nhat ctia Christopher. Daniel cam
thdy ngac nhién. Anh quay sang Lydia hai:

“Con nghi thé nao vé vé kich?”

“That tuyeét voi!” Lydia cling hao phong khen tang nhuw cau em trai.
“Pay la vd kich hay nhat con tirng xem!”

Christopher lai quay sang nhin cham cham bitc rém trong tron.
“Con khong hiéu tai sao hai ngudi ghét nhau thé lai c6 thé cing nam tay
ra chao khan giad. Con c twdng chi ay sé véo tai c6 ay khi cd ay co thé

cudi vdi chu ay ngay dugc sau khi vira néi nhitng diéu khung khiép kia.”

Daniel - mét chang dién vién that nghiép - cam thay ghen titc dén chua
x6t. RO rang cap doi trén san khau da chiém dwgc cdm tinh manh mé cuia
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khan gia.
“Chi la dién thoi,” anh thi tham.

“Tuy nhién viéc d6 sé dé dang véi cap doi kia.” Christopher khong dong
tinh vdi bo. “Con thay ho thuc sw yéu quy nhau.”

Cau qua, Daniel chi mu6n cai nhau.

“Con thay lam sao dugc! Dién la dién. D6 la cong viéc. Bat cit ai theo
nghiép san khau déu biét, ngoai doi, ca hai doéi déu c6 thé 1ay nhau that. Do6i
hanh phiic c6 thé ghét nhau nhw xic dat do di song van ti€ép tuc song vdi
nhau nhw doéi kia, va doi hay cai nhau cé thé lai song vGi nhau vui vé hoa
thuan day.”

“Thoi nao bo!”

Ngay cé Lydia cling khong tin bd.

“Thé thi la ghé.”

Khan phong da trong tron. Nguwdi dan cho di lai gitta nhitng hang ghé tim
0 va tai khach dé quén. Daniel dung Natalie ditng day va gitt c6 bé ding
virng trong lic chd ¢6 nang tinh nga han.

“Chi la dién tho6i,” anh nhac lai. “Néu la dién vién thi con sé phai dién.
Do 1a cai nguoi ta day con. Do la cai nguodi ta trd lwong cho con. Con
khong dwoc dé cam xic xen vao cong viéc. Con chi don gian la dién vai

ctia minh théi. Tat ca chi c6 vay.”

Ca Lydia va Christopher déu khéng n6i mot 16i. Chiing nhan ra minh da
cham noc bd. Lydia quay sang dat tay Natalie - ltic nay van dang ngai ngu
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va ditng khong vitng - di doc day ghé ra 16i chinh.

Daniel di theo 1i tré ra khéi rap hat dudi anh nang chiéu chéi loi ma
trong long van thay khé chiu.

“V& kich hay that,” Christopher nhac lai, nheo nheo mat khi thay troi
van con sang. “Da dén ltic vé nha roéi boé nhi?”

Daniel von luén titc gidn bdi moi ngwsi van coi nha Miranda méi la
“nha” cua lii tré. San con byc doc, anh quyét dinh lam tGi.

“Nha,” anh gan giong. “Pung, vé nha théi.”

Li tré tap trung dé qua dwong, bat xe buyt vé dai 16 Springer. Nhu thé
chi dinh dan lii tré di doc via hé, dén cho sang dwong an toan hon, Daniel
dan thang ching t6i diém xe buyt ciia minh. Khi mét chiéc xe buyt tap vao
1é dwong, anh nhdy ngay 1én xe.

“Lén di cac con!” anh ngay tho giuc 1 tré dang ditng trén via hé. “Xe vé
nha minh day r6i.”

Vi Natalie, xe buyt cai nao ciing giong cai nao. Co bé tréo 1én ngay.
Christopher thoang do dw mot chit r6i cling buéc theo em gai vi khong
muon lam b6 buon sau khi da dwgc bo cho di xem kich. Lydia giau noi titc
gian va lén xe.

Chuyén xe buyt chang hé dé chiu chit nao. Natalie van khoé chiu do nga
chwa dua gidc trong khi hai dita kia bat dau thay lo lang. Lydia ¢6 nhé chinh
xac xem Wolverhampton & cho nao dé tinh xem me da vé nha va doi ba chi
em no bao lau r6i. Christopher dang hinh dung canh twgng sé xdy ra khi
Daniel dwa ching vé nha. Thang bé buon ba nghi, d6 cé thé giong nhw hoi
thir ba ctaa vé kich.
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Chuyén van con nguyén ven trong tri nhd ctia Christopher nén sau khi
Daniel m& ctta phong va Natalie chui qua hang anh dé téi cho ti vi xem not
chwong trinh hoat hinh yéu thich cia minh du chi con vai phut nita la hét,
Christopher vao sanh néi véi bo:

“Néu do6 chi la dién giong nhw bd néi va néu bo 1a mot dién vién, sao bo
khong tiép tuc song véi moi nguwdi va dién nhwe minh dang hanh phic.”

Lydia dang dinh di vao phong khach thi dirng ngay lai lang nghe, r6i kéo
ctra sap lai dé Natalie khong nghe thdy cau chuyén ctia ba b6 con.

“Bo khong thé, ding khong a?” Christopher héi kho.
“Co, bo c6 thé chit,” Daniel lanh lung dap.

Anh lam nhw muén di vao bép, nhung Christopher khéng hé tranh qua
mot bén.

“Néu bb c6 thé thi lam gi c6 nhitng cudc cdi va om som kia. Cé 1é bd da
khong phai gbi ghém d6 dac di khéi nha roi.”

“C6 thé nhu thé,” Daniel thira nhan.

“Tham chi lic do, viéc di dién cta bo ciing khong déu dan ding khong
a?’)

“U.” Daniel tr& nén budn ba.
Nhung duong nhw Christopher dang co tinh phét 10 tat ca nhitng dau

hiéu canh céo dy, n6 van chwa chiu thoi:
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“Nén bo dau co6 ban dién sudt ngay...”

“Suot toi,” Lydia stta luvng em trai. “Dién vién thyc thu thwong dién vao
budi t6i.” Co bé cd lam cho cudc ddi thoai bét cang thang, nhung réi chgt
thdy minh 1& miéng khi noéi t6i “dién vién thwe thy”, thé chang khac nao

thdi bung ngon Itta d6 ky da nhen nhdi ti trong rap hat.

Tuy nhién, Christopher qua chu tadm tGi viéc lam rd van dé nay ma khong
hé dé y t&i anh mat cuaa bo.

“Vay coi nhw 1a b6 khong hé kiét sitc sau moi tdi di dién. Thé nén bo ¢
thé dién mat chut trong su6t thoi gian con lai chit a.”

“Cé 1€ bd 6 the.”

Giong ndi cua anh trd nén dit tgn nhung Christopher van khéng may
may nhan ra.

“Chuyén dé khong qua kho phai khong b6? Chinh bd da néi rang dé chi
la cong viéc va khong duge dé cdm xtc xen vao cong viéc. ‘Chi don gian la
dién vai ctia minh tho6i!” B6 da néi thé con gi.”

“Pung, bo da noi thé.”

Mat anh nhiu lai, vé mat cang thang va u am, khién Lydia nh& tGi nhitng
cu0c cai va cta bo me.

“Nhung & nha bd dau cé lam thé.”
“U. Thi b6 khong 1am thé.”

“Christopher...” Lydia nhac nh& nhung Christopher khong hé nghe thay.
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“Néu ¢ nha bo c6 gdng dién mot chut,” thang bé néi cham rai, “thi chac
b6 da khong phai ra di ro6i. Khong cé ly than ciing chang c6 ly di, va ching
ta van c6 thé & bén nhau nhw mot gia dinh.”

“Co6 thé,” Daniel gat 1én vi mat binh tinh.

“Va c6 thé bay gio bo dang bi nhot trong mdt phong cach am, gao thét
v&i may bic twong!”

“Sao lai thé a?” Christopher ciing héi vGi vé ngdy tho gia tao ma trudc
dé ba muwoi phat Daniel da dung dé bao né 1én tuyén xe buyt khac. “Xét
cho cuing dién ciing chi Ia mo6t cong viéc. Chinh b6 da néi thé ma.”

Daniel bong tim chat c6 4o thang bé, day né sat vao chan twong.

“Bdi vi, thang nhai con a,” anh thét 1én. “May ciing biét day, cong viéc la
cong viéc nhung cudc séng la thue.”

Christopher nin thé, sg hai dén noi khong dam nhidc nhich. Con Lydia
chi biét giwong mat ditng nhin, thdi gian nhw ngirng tréi trede khi bé con
bé ti tir nGi 16ng ngén tay trén c6 Christopher réi buong thang bé ra, thoc
manh hai tay vao tdi nhw thé dang c6 gang kiém ché hét sitc dé khong danh
con minh.

Khiép dam, Christopher khong dam ho he gi.
“B0 xin 10i,” anh 1én tiéng. “Bo khong c6 y, thyc sy khong c6 y.”
“0, hay lwu v tirng 151 bé néi khi nay, nhéc con a.” Daniel lién gat bo 15i

xin 16i hén ha dé. “Con nghi la b6 phai & trong ng6i nha chét tiét do, hét
ngay nay qua ngay khdac, tuan nay dén tuan khac, nam nay sang nam khac,
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song v&i me con bang s gia doi hen ha tan pha tam hon con ngwoi ta ma
van phai vo nhu do chi la dién xuat khong lwong w?”

“Vay tai sao lai khong a?”

That ngac nhién, 1an nay la Lydia.
Daniel nhin con bé cham cham.
“Tai sao khong u?”

“Pung. Tai sao khong chit? B6 cé ching con. B6 phéi chiu dwng dén
cung. B6 khong thé thoi lam b bon con khi b6 quyét dinh khéng song véi
me nira.”

Pén lic nay Daniel néi khung lén.

“Sao con ddm noi thé?” anh hét toang 1én. “Sao con ddm? B6 khong bao
gi®, chwra bao gio thoi lam bo cac con. Khong phéi b6 luon & day sao, du
mua hay nang? Chén vui & céi thi tran khi ho co gy nay, khong viéc lam,
khong hy vong, chi dé dwgc gan cac con, chi dé dugc nhin thay cac con vai
lan mot tuan, tiép tuc vai tro bo dé cia cac con! Con biét thira la bo da cé
thé dén Luan Pon! O d6 c6 nhiéu rap hat! B6 c6 thé tim cho minh mét
cong viéc! Nhung khong, bo van ¢ day, buén ba c6 don. Ping bao gio
nhac lai 1a b6 khong tha thiét lam b6 cac con, Lydia a! B6 luén ¢6 hét sttc
lam t6t vai tro mot nguwdi bo!” Anh két thic bang cai giong chua x6t cung
cuc: “Ludn la m6t ngwoi bo tét nhat ma bé dugce phép, du thé nao di nita...”

Con tirc gian khong con chia thang vao Lydia nita va con bé ciing biét
diéu d6. Nhung mu6n cho moi thit ra ng6 ra khoai, con bé van tiép tuc:
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“Nhung tai sao bo lai bé di? Chinh bd n6i rang b6 thdy buon va c6 don.
Vay tai sao bo khong dién, nhw Christopher néi dy?”

Daniel vo dau bt toc.

“Vi b6 la con ngudi, dé chinh la 1y do! Hay nhin bé di! B6 la con nguoi
bdng xuong bdng thjt. B6 phai an. Phai thd. Phai nghi. B6 c6 cam xtc. Bo
chi dwgc song mét lan va bd mudn séng cudc doi ctia minh, khong phai
dién cudc doi cta ké khac chi vi né it phién mudn hon. B6 khong mudn
lam mot chu lgn hanh phuc!”

Nhung Lydia khong chiu thdi chi vi mot th tam thwong nhw cha lgn
hanh phuc.

“C6 ai n6i vé may chu lgn hanh phic dau a? Ma may cha lgn hanh phiic
thi khong phai lo nghi gi a?”

Vira nghe nhac dén loai vat la lam d6, Christopher khong nén néi tiéng
cuwdi con chat chira bao noi hoang mang. Thang bé van con run lay bay ma
khong sao kim lai dwgc. Daniel quay lai thi thay noéi khiép sg¢ trén khuon
madt con trai. Choang vang khi nhan ra rang chi gidy lat d6i mat véi stc
manh hon han cta nguwdi cha da 1ay di toan bo diing khi cta thang bé, anh
tién vé phia con trai, c6 gang han gan ran ngt giita hai cha con cling nhw
dan xép moi th véi i tré.

Vong tay qua ngudi hai dia tré, anh dan ching sang phong khach. O do,
Natalie dang ng6i gap nguoi trwedc man hinh ti vi xem Todan cdnh Gidi
Bowling M& rong

Anh nhe nhang g& nhitng ngon tay cua co bé dang bit chat tai ra.

“Hét cai nhau r6i, Natty,” anh tran an.
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Nhung trén cai va qua di doi, vong qua ca canh ctra déng kin mit, khién
Natalie nhin b6 véi thai d6 day nghi ngai.

“Sé khong noi gian vdi anh Christopher nita phai khong a?”

“Khong noi gian véi Christopher nita.”

“Va cling khong cai nhau vé nhitng con lgn hanh phic chit a?”

“Khong cai nhau vé nhitng con lgn hanh phiic nita.”

“Nhung con lgn hanh phtic d6 Ia thé nao ha b6?” Lydia hdi.

Daniel c¢6 gidi thich.

“Do6 la cé nhitng thit quan trong. Ngudi ta san sang chiu dau kho vi
ching. Mot s6 ngudi c6 quan diém d6. Mot nha hién triét vi dai da néi,
“Tha lam mot nha tho bat man con hon lam mot con lgn thoa man.’”

L tré tram tw suy nghi.

“Con cho rdng lam nha tho thi van hon...”

Lydia cng nhan sau mot hoi suy nghi.

“Con ciing nghi thé,” Christopher mién cudng dong tinh.

“Con muon lam con lgn,” Natalie 1én tiéng. “Con muon lam con lgn co.
Con thich lgn va bé da no6i 1a Ign luén hanh phtic con gi.”
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“Nhung mot s6 nguwoi khong thé hanh phic néu cudc song ma ho dang
song khong phai la thyc,” Daniel n6i. “Ta khong thé dién nhw trén san khau
dé tranh cadi va hay phién mudn. Va bo la ngwoi nhu vay. Bo khong thé
déng kich hét ngay nay qua ngay khac dé c6 mot cudc song yén binh, bd
khong muén phai gid bd ngay ca khi diéu do c6 thé khién b6 rac ré6i hon.”

“Va nhitng nguoi khac cting thé phai khong a?”

Natalie ciing thé. Co bé da nghi gi trong Itic ng6i bit chat hai tai?

“B0 xin 10i,” anh néi vdi c6 bé, roi néi vdi tat ca li tré. “Bo that long xin

16i.”
Natalie thé danh thuot.
“Khong sao dau a,” co bé an ui anh. “Chuyén do cling khong qua té.”

“Pung day a,” Christopher rong lwgng tan thanh. “Chuyén do khong qua

s 3]

té.

“Con Lydia thi sao?”

Lydia nghi rang b6 thi dau can phédi ha minh trwdc cac con nhw thé.
Nhung con bé da chan ngdy viéc nay roi. Thoi thi ci¢ dé mac moi chuyén.
Pé giit hoa khi, con bé cling dong y véi hai em.

“Khong, khong qua té.”

“Nhung du sao thi bé cling xin 16i...”

“Thuce sy khong sao dau a.”
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“Vang.”
“Nhung...”
“Nhung gi?”

“Khong c6 gi a.”

“Nhung gi?” Daniel bat dau cdu kinh. “Con vira dinh néi gi ma. Con
dinh noi gi?”

Lydia ngwdc mat 1én tran cau vién trg gidp.

“Con chi dinh ndi la vi chiing ta phai cung nhau chia sé moi rac roi, nén
ba chi em con ciing khéng phai déng kich trong cudc séng ctia minh ding
khong a?”

“Péng kich? Ba chi em con u? Bang cach nao?”

Lydia nhun vai.

“Ba Doubtfire...”

“Ba Doubtfire u?”

“Vang, ba Doubtfire.” C6 bé voi vang giai thich dé anh khong hiéu sai y
minh. “O, con biét b6 lam thé chi vi ching con. Ching con khéng quén
diéu d6. Nhung lam thé la khong phdi.”

Con bé bé ngén tay, c6 tim 10i giai thich hop ly. “Bo6 thay day, doi véi bo
viéc d6 khong c6 van dé gi. N6 chi nhv mot tro choi. T6i nao b ciing ra

khoi nha ldc bdy gio kém mudi va bo cé thé 1a chinh b cd dém hém do va
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cd ngay hom sau, dén tan khi bé phai quay trd lai. Nhung chiing con thi
ludn phai gia vo.”

“Piéu do kho vay sao?”

“Piéu do khong chi khd,” Lydia dap. “Ma gan nhu khong thé a.” Con bé
co y chi tay vé phia Natalie. “Cé ngudi tham chi con khéng c6 gdng thém
dwgc nita. Con nhiéu thit nita, nhung lam thé khéng ddng. Du thé nao di
nita, ching con van c6 cam giac ba Doubtfire khong thyc sy la bo. N6
khong gidng nhw dwgc nhin thdy bé & dé hodc c6 thoi gian thyc sy & bén
bo. Bo khong thé la b6. Nén duong nhw tat ca nhitng no lyc cia bo nhw
madc trang phuc phu nit, quan khan va dong kich vi chiing con déu tré nén
vo nghia.”

Daniel dinh ngat 16i con bé song lai thoi. Lydia tiép tuc:

“Trudc day con khong hiéu noi cé chuyén gi khong 6n. Con cam thay c6
cai gi dé khong 6n, nhung con khong biét tai sao. Nhung c6 thé do chi la
van dé giong nhw bo gdp phdi, van dé cia nhitng con Ign hanh phtic. Béi ba
Doubtfire khong thyc sw la bo nén déi vGi ching con, ba 4y khéng cé y
nghia gi nhiéu lam.”

“Con cling cam thdy nhw vay,” Christopher 16n tiéng. “Va con ciing
khong cam thdy ro rang sy hién dién ctia b6.” Thang bé nhiin vai. “Dau sao
thi con van thich thay bo vdi tat ca...” Vi lich sy, thang bé c6 khong bat ra

“su btra bon ctia b6”. “V @i tat ca nhitng gi thudc vé bo.”

“Cac con van c6 thé dén day ma,” Daniel phan tran. “Khong phai cac
con dang @ day sao?”

Noi lo lang cua Christopher lai ta vé.
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“Pung thé,” thang bé dap. “Va dang ra bay gid ching con phdi & nha
r0i.”

“Wolverhampton cling gan day théi, chac chan la thé,” Lydia noi.

Sac mat Natalie d6t nhién thay doi.

“Co phdi me dang dgi chi em minh & nha khéng?” co6 bé lo lang hoi.

bung lic doé, dién thoai d6 chuong.

Daniel khit khit mii.

“Pung la dang doi that! C6 vé me cac con khong thé kién nhan chg doi.
Cac con thidy d6! Me cac con lai goi r6i, dé yéu cau cac con ‘vé nha’ day
ma.”

Anh dirng phat day.

“Dé bo nghe,” anh 1én tiéng. “B6 sé cho con thdy man biéu dién hay hon
bat c canh nao con xem & rap hat.” Anh tién ra ctta, dung gét chan gi®

canh ctrta hé mé& va 16i dién thoai vao phong khéach r6i méi nhac 6ng nghe.

Ld tré lang nghe dau day bén nay va khong kho khan gi dé hinh dung tat
ca nhitng gi dau day bén kia ndi.

“Rdt vui vi em goi dién, Mandy a. Thé a! Vay ma anh c nghi em van
con dang bi tac duwong dau dé & Wolverhampton... Sao? Pa bay gio roi sao?
Chdc chan 1a khong ro6i! Chua oi, vay la... Em mudn 1ii tré vé nha ngay a?
Tat nhién la em muon vay roi. Du sao thi theo lich, cudi tuan nay la cta
em... A khong, 1an ndy anh s& khéng quén 4o khodc clia cac con, va... Anh
hiéu. H6m nay em da phai 1ai xe hang gio lién nén khong mudn phai di don
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chiing... w, anh biét d6 khong phai la 16i cia em khi anh khong thé kiém du
tién tir cong viéc lam ngwdi mau khéa than dé di 6 t6, nhung anh khong
chdc rang anh hiéu... Cdi gi? Em da goi taxi dén don 1 tré v? Va em bdo
anh phadi tré tién...? 6, bay gio em lai dé cap dén chuyén dé, khong nhiéu,
sau khi mua vé di xem kich... Bung, dang ra anh phai nghi t&i chuyén do tw
tredc, nhung anh da khong nghi. Cai gi? Cai gi vo nghia? Nghe ba Hooper
néi gi? Vo kich khéng phu hgp nhat cho lii tré uw? Ba ta da néi thé ding
khong? Oi, Chta oi.. R4t xin 16i, Miranda... Ping, Miranda... O,
Miranda... Xin 16i, Miranda... O, tam biét, Miranda.”

Kiét sttc, anh chuyén 6ng nghe cho Lydia.

“Nay, me con mudn n6i chuyén véi con.”

Lydia cam 6ng nghe. Daniel loang choang buwéc quanh phong, 1am bam:
“Pung, Miranda... Pong y, Miranda... Di nhién, Miranda... Em noéi duing,
Miranda... Ba tii day, Miranda... O, t6i qua 1a mdt con lgn hanh phic,

Miranda...”

NoOi dung nita cudc noi chuyén cta Lydia vGi me gan giong nhw ndi dung
cudc noi chuyen lac trudce.

“Vang, thua me... Khong dau me... Vang, ching con sé dé y ngoai ctra
s0... Khong, con sé khong dé bo quén ao khoac dau... Vang, con sé ndi vdi
bo... Khéng, con chac chan bo sé nhd ma... Khong dau me a... Vang thwa
me... O, that ra con kha thich. Tam biét me. Tam biét.”

Daniel thuc sy tire gian.

“Kha thich w? Khd thich w? ‘Thdt tuyét voi’, con dd noéi thé ma. V& kich
hay nhdt ma con tirng dugc xem.”
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Christopher cuoi nhan nhd.
“Cé thé chi Lydia thira hwéng dwgc tai nang dién xuat cta bo.”
Lydia tram tuw.

“Pung thé a,” con bé néi. “D6 khong phai cudc néi chuyén dién thoai
thue sw phai khong a? That ra khong kha hon gi cudc noi chuyén caa bé.”

“Phai nhin vao mat t6t ch,” Christopher 1én tiéng. “Chi da hoan thanh

no con gi.”

“Hanh phiic nhw m6t chi lgn,” Natalie dé thém. Chi cé Lydia la khong

Cwoi noi.
“Tat cd chung ta nén dung lai.”
“Dirng lai u?”
“Tat ca ching ta nén dirng cai gi?”

“Péng kich. Va lam nhitng con lgn hanh phic. Chiing ta nén noéi thang
nhitng diéu chiing ta nghi.”

“Néu ai cling lam nhuw thé,” Daniel 1én tiéng canh cao, “thi thé gigi nay

sé trd thanh m6t noi huyén nao va hon don.”
“That sao a?”

Natalie cam thay thich thi. Khi taxi dén, c6 bé van ngoi b6 goi, c6 gang

twong twong ra canh vuon gau.
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Daniel ddi ba bang cudi cung vao tay Lydia.

“Tuan sau con sé tra bo tién thtra,” c6 bé qua quyeét.

“B0 sé gap lai cac con vao thit Hai,” Daniel nhac nha.

“Q, vang! Tat nhién roi a!”

Con bé phong u xudng cau thang theo chan hai dita kia. Daniel buéc vé
phia ctra s6 va m& toang canh ctra. Christopher va Natalie vita m@i chui vao
xe. Daniel goi vdi Lydia:

“Néu c6 y do, con phai biét rang néu khong con dong kich, khong con
nhitng con lgn hanh phtc nita, thi ba Doubtfire sé phai théi viéc ding
khong?”

Lydia vui vé vay tay qua ctta xe.

“Chung con sé nghi cach khac dé dwgc thay bé nhiéu hon.”

“Chi c6 mot cach duy nhat thoi,” Daniel dap.

“Cach gi a?”

“Thit Hai bo sé ndi cho con biét!” Daniel hét 16n.

Khi chiéc taxi da khudt bong, anh mé tdm bang twdng twong trdc mat
ra, nhap ba ma tuyét mat va chd ham chita tén Iira twéng twgng ma ra.

“Chién tranh,” anh thi tham. “Chién tranh toan dién.”

Va anh quan sat dau dan twdng twong phong vt tdi dai 16 Springer.
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8. Buon cuwdi qua, me ciing toan bao thé

Thit Hai, su6t thoi gian trén xe buyt t6i dai 10 Springer, Daniel khong lic
nao thdéi nguwdng mo 1a thw xin théi viéc cta ba Doubtfire. Anh da tim thay
trong ngan kéo to gidy nhd mau hong nhat Natalie gti cho anh nhan dip
giang sinh may nam truedc. Xung quanh to gidy la nhitng bong hoa pang xé
mau sac sac sd, duy cé diéu khong duwgc giong that cho lam. Trén manh
gidy la nét chir viét tay uén lugn kiéu cli véi nhitng cau chir kiéu cli uén
lwgn khong kém ma anh da mat ca budi toi dé tap viét: “... nhw ching ta da
néi mot bén phdi bao cho bén kia truedc hai tuan... do hoan canh khach quan
dang tiéc ma t6i khong thé doan trudc va hoan toan khong thé tranh dugc...
thoi lam viéc cho c6 ké tir thit Sau... thu thyce t6i rat thich dugc trong nhitng
dita tré rat doi tuyét voi cua co... manh dan gop y rang co6 thé t6t hon cho
bon tré néu ching dwgc gan bé nhiéu hon... phéi thoi viéc & ché c6 qua
thue toi thay rdat buon, nhung hy vong rang viéc dwong dot cham dit cong
viéc c6 1gi cho cd hai bén nay sé khong lam anh hwdng t6i c6 nhiéu nhw né
dang gay ra cho t6i... vGi tinh cdm yéu mén nhat...”, va sau do, la chit ky
hoa m¥y nhat ctia Daniel va ciing la chit ky anh dac biét ty hao:

Nguoi ban chdn thanh nhat cua co
Luphemia Doubtfire

Pung vay. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita. D6 la mot 1a thu xin thoi viéc
tuyét voi: tinh té, 10i kién quyét - va kho hiéu, can than gap 1a thw réi dut
vao chiéc phong bi trang tri toan hoa pang x&, Daniel buwdc xudng xe buyt
ma van chim trong suy nghi. Ngay khi nhin thay 1a thw, han bon tré sé ho
hét am T doi biét tén dém cta ba Doubtfire, thé l1a anh lai phai nghi. Liéu cé
nén dé la Daphnis khong? Hay Deirdre? Hay chi can mot céi tén qué qué
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nhu Dolores chang han? Ké ra bia 1dy mot cdi tén cting khé ra tro... Nhin
phan gitta than nguwdi minh phan chiéu trén guong xe, anh thiy chiéc khan
quang 16ng vii quan quanh c6 da xdc xéch do chen 1an trén xe buyt. Dua tay
tim dudi khan bay phap pho phia sau, Damiel di qua khu vwon nha hang
x6m ma quén khong quan séat can than nhw moi lan. Qua la sai lam. Ngay
khi anh vira buéc vao con duong dan vao nha Miranda, ba Hooper bat thinh
linh xudt hién.

Mot khuén mat do, tron xoe, bao quanh la mé lon téc mau xam bong nho
len khoi hang rao.

“0, ba Doubtfire! Nhin chiing xem! Nhin chiing xem! Lam thé ndo bay
gig?”

Daniel budc phai dirng lai. Anh cét 14 thu ctia ba Doubtfire vao trong tti,
kéo vay lén roi ron rén buwdc qua may khom hoa dinh bun lai chd ba Hooper
dang ding. Ba ta dang chi cai gi do trong vuon cua minh.

“0), ba Doubtfire, ba nght sao?”

Daniel nhom vao. Cé gi dau ma ba ta ctt lam toang lén nhw gap tham hoa
nong nghiép vay chi; ma that long thi Daniel ciing chang quan tam nhiéu.
Anh c6 no6i oan gian sau sac véi ba hang xém gia nay. Dao nay ba ta da gay
ra cho anh quéa nhiéu rac roi. Pau tién la birc vé vo cung kinh tém. Anh
khong thé nao dé dang bo qua cho ba ta trong chuyén dé. Sau do la chuyén
16p vé. Anh van chwa tim ra cach nao dé sang mai c6 thé dong hai vai cing
mot lic. Va dién nhat l1a viéc ba ta tw dung di mach léo v6i Miranda la v@
kich anh chon cho bon tré khong phu hgp véi chiing. Tat ca nhitng chuyén
do6 déu khong thé bo qua dugc.

Anh dwa tay chinh ngay ngan lai céi khan doi dau bi gi6 thdi x6.
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“Co6 phai dam man nha c6 bi thoi than nhw t6i da canh bao khong thé?”
anh tho thé.

“Bénh théi than? Pam man nha t6i 4?” Ba Hooper tréng lo lang ra mat.
“Khong, toi khong nghi vay.”

“T6i khong néi la nhw thé,” ba Doubtfire tran an. “T6i chi noéi la cé thé
nhw thé théi. Trong thi ¢6 vé la nhu thé day. Nhiéu khi cay c6i trong van
twoi tot trong mot khu viedn G nhiéu loai bénh khac...”

“Nhiéu bénh khac u?”

Daniel ha hé khi thdy mat ba Hooper do thém chiit nita con giong ba bét
gan guodc, toc mach hon. Anh tan dung lgi thé dang co.

“O - ding thé, c6 than mén a. T6i khong phai la chuyén gia...” Ba
Doubtfire nhin vai mét cach khiém ton va nhiin nhwong. Cai nhtn vai ay
du khién ba Hooper hiéu rang ba la chuyén gia, dong thoi khién chiéc khan
quang 1ong vii tudt xudng phia sau va cham vao khéom qué tric. “Nhung
thdy hang x6m van ban ra tan vao qua hang rao vdi nhau la khong hiéu sao
c6 lai gap phai nhitng van-dé nho dé...”

“Nhitng van dé nhé a?”

Mat ba Hooper ltic nay do lyng lén.

“0, khong c6 gi nghiém trong dau! Khong c6 gi nghiém trong ca!” Biét
rat ro vé mirc do nghiém trong cta can bénh, ba Doubtfire khé cuwdi. “Chi la

chit ndm & cay thuc quy va bénh sti goc ¢ cai bap thoi. Nam moc moc day
cdy ly gai. Bénh sui canh dang tan pha nhitng bong hoa hong...”
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Ba Hooper dé birng mat vi titc gian. Ba titc dén noi khong thé thot 1én
10i.

“Chang c6 gi quan trong cd,” ba Doubtfire xoa diu. “Khong cé gi dau.
Du mot, hai lan 6ng Fairway c6 néi nam ngoai khoai tay ctia co bi den than
den ré dén tham hai.”

“That la ch6 ché méo lam 16ng!” ba Hooper kéu 1én, giong néi da chita
day han hoc. “Ai ¢ khu pho nay chang biét ca rot ong Fairway dé trong bi
bénh con triung an ré chir!”

Nhung ba Doubtfire dang nhéon chan qua doan bun dat dé trd lai con
duong rai da.

“That sao?” ba lo dang héi. “Tha that la t6i khong dé y dén diéu do.” Noi
roi ba giti bun bam trén vay trwéc khi buwdc vao mai hién. “Nhung nhac dén
ong ay toi madi nhd, nghe noi 6ng dy bi thap khop day...”

Poan ba chui tot vao nha, mac ba Hooper di di lai lai ngoai dé.

Daniel dinh dat 1a thw dwa vao lo hoa trén ban trong sanh thi lai thdy mot
14 thw khac chd anh ¢ dé. Daniel quyét dinh doc 14 thw béi n6 con kep thém
hai dong muwoi bang. Nét chit nguéch ngoac chitng t6 Miranda da viét trong
Itc voi va.

Anh doc to: “Ba chiu kho thu xép thoi gian di mua cho Natalie mot cai
yém bo - nhé chon cai nao that bén, cé thé giat may, rong rai, vi chau no

con 16n. Dirng chon mau trdang. Cam on ba. Miranda.”

“Pirng chon mau trang” dugc gach chan nhitng bon lan.
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“Ké ciling c6 ly,” Daniel néi vGi cdy mau t. “Mot cai yém bo. Khong
thanh van de.”

Anh thw gian trong khi dgi Natalie di hoc vé: di quanh nha twdi may cai
cay ma gio day anh coi ching nhu la cay cua minh hon la cia Miranda;
dién thoai cho mot s6 doan kich v6i hy vong con vai dién trong; cdi khan
quang va khan quan dau, roi bénh ghé ra phia sau, ngoi vat chan 1én ban an
nham nhi ly ca phé va néi chuyén vdi Hetty, cd lam cho con chim b6t t dot.

Anh nghi con chim trong that rau ri. N6 1 rii trong x6 16ng, dau nghiéng
nghiéng hét sitc ky la va khong duwgc thodi mai. Tham chi khi anh huyt sdo
vdi no, n6 khéng ca buoén chép mat.

Nhitng chiéc 16ng nhé mau xam bam khap 16ng, con bo 16ng ctia né nhin
xam xit. Pay khong thé nao la con Hetty béo map vGi bo 16ng 6ng muot
tran day sinh khi. Thinh thodng, n6 méi kéu vai tiéng chim chip nhung
tiéng kéu rat yéu 6t va tham thwong. Choc chdc co thé nhé bé ctia né lai run
1én ban bat.

Daniel ng6i thir tinh xem n6 dwgc may tudi réi. Anh nhé Christopher da
mua no6 & ctta hang ban vat nubi vao mua he triwdc khi bung né nhitng cudc
khau chién di* doi cudi cung v6i Miranda dan dén sy chia tay cta hai
ngwoi. Daniel nhé rat rdo minh da quang manh dm tra vao twong bép trong
con thinh nd, lam ngwdi Hetty bam toan 1a tra wét lanh. Nhuw vay, it nhat no
da dugc bon tudi r6i. B6i véi mot con chim cit nhw thé 1a gia réi. Ma cling
chang ai biét né duwgc may tudi tredc khi Christopher mua né ve.

Nhin con vat toi nghiép ditng kho sé trong x6 1ong, Daniel nghi cé vé n6
da qua gia. Va béi khong cé cach nao khac ngoai viéc chap nhan sy that
nay, anh chi c6 thé lam diéu nhoé nhat nao d6 dé gitup n6 thodi mai hon mot
chit. Bat 16 nwéng ¢ nhiét do co6 thé nhe nhang sdy khé banh tritng duwong,
Daniel mang 1ong ctia Hetty dén gan 1o dé gitt am cho n6. Anh rira bat uéng
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nuwéc cua noé sach bong, do day nuwéc roi day vé phia con chim. Anh got vo
it trdi cay trén gia dé rau trai cia Miranda, bam nhé roi dat canh con chim.
Nhung con chim chang hé dé y dén do an chu vira bay cho. Daniel dang lo
lang quan sat con chim thi canh ctra trudc bat maé khién anh giat minh.

Anh cudng cudng lao t¢i vo khan quan dau va khan quang c6. Chang 1é
da ba gio muwoi lam r6i co a? Khong thé nao! Nhung ding la Natalie vé
that, c6 bé day canh ctta bép m@ toang trong khi Daniel con dang léng
ngong quan lai chiéc khan dau mau vang.

“Lay Chuda! Chau vé som thé, chau yéu!”

Trong lic dang cudng, anh kéo khan qua manh, lam kep ghim bi gay déi.
Chiéc khan x€ tung, ting 16p ting 16p vai gid flanen mau vang roi xuéng
mat va vai anh, che di tam mat va gan nhu siét c6 anh.

“Q, chét tiét!” Daniel chiri thé, 6 song c6 chét giat mé bong bong ra.

Khong da kién nhan dgi dén khi b6 g& dwgec mé bong bong, Natalie dui
cai gi d6 vao tay bo.

“Ba doc cai nay di!” co bé bao bo vGi giong day ty hao.

Trong tinh canh bi chiéc khan quan lung bung quanh c6 thi ci¢ c6 lam ba
Doubtfire cling chang dwgc may tich sy. Thé nén anh doc to bang giong
that cua minh:

“Xin thong bado véi toan thé phu huynh hoc sinh trwong Midkelvin
Region vé viéc t6 chitc dinh cong theo quyét dinh trong cudc hop lién cong

doan hom qua.

“Qi, khong thé nao lai dinh cong dugc!”
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“Khong phdi mat ddy dau a,” Natalie phan nan. “Pé chi la mau gidy ci.
Ba doc mat kia di!”

Daniel lat sang mat kia roi doc lai. Dau tién la tiéu dé viét bang bt chi
chtt to c0, nét rat dam.

“Coan mim.”
“Con nhim chtt,” Natalie ham huc stra lai.
“Ta xin 1061, con nhim.” Anh doc lai.

“Toi theo sau mot coan mim c6 mui khung khiép trén duong di. No6
con hat hoi nira chiz.”

Anh ha manh gidy xudng va nhin Natalie cham cham. “Hat hoi 4? That
a? Nhim biét hat hoi that a?”

Natalie gt dau.

“No6 hat hoi lién tuc.” Coé bé khang dinh mot cach nghiém tiac. “Ngay
trén duwong ba a.”

Daniel thich tht bé dita con gai bé bong 1én. “O, 6!” anh néi. “Chiing ta
giong nhu nhitng nha ty nhién hoc, phai khong chau yéu?”

“Ba doc tiép di!” Natalie lac lac canh tay bo nai ni. Co6 bé dang mat dan
kién nhan.

Daniel tha con gai xuéng dé doc tiép.
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“Co Coates nghi song Mrs Sippy khong c6 coan mim nao.”

Anh nhuéng may.

“Lam sao chau biét diéu d6?”

“Chéu hoi c6 ro6i ma.”

“Nhung sao chau lai nghi dén song Mississippi?”

Natalie thd dai.

“Chéau chi biét moi song ddy thoi, khong tinh Dong s6ng Phdng lang
trong sach ctia chdu. O trudng bon chau hat cic bai hat vé dong song dé
su6t ma.”

Daniel lac dau ngac nhién r6i lai ti€ép tuc doc.

“Mim c6 dady bo chét. Nha t6i khong nuéi mim. Nhung chiing t6i nuéi

mot con chim c.”
bén day thi bai viét vé nhim dot ngot két thic.
“Chudng reo,” Natalie giai thich. “Pung luc chau dang gio tay hoi co.”
“Gio tay héi co u?”
“Vé con chim cut ay a.”

“Hoi c6 xem tir day viét thé nao? Hay hoi xem séng Mississippi cé chim
cut khong?”
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Natalie 10 di khong tra 10i. Thay thé, Daniel danh 1at lai mau gidy xem
thong bao vé cudc dinh cong sap dién ra. Lan nay doc lai, anh cam thay
dong tinh hon mat chuit.

“Mua quan yém,” anh thong bao vdi Natalie. “Chuing ta phai di mua cho
chau mot cai quan yém.”

“Nhung tit cia chau bi w6t r6i.”

“Thé thi chau chay 1én thay dé6i khac di, Natalie.”

Co bé chay lén gac. Anh nghe tiéng van san rung 1én ban bat theo tirng
bwéc chan c6 bé, va thay tran nha rung lén khi c6 bé chay tGi chiéu nghi,
r6i cudi cung anh nghe thdy ngay trén dau minh c6 th gi dap danh coc
dinh ca tai, dén ca cai dén trang tri cling bi rung 1én kéu lach cach. Roi im
phang phac. Anh biét 1a c6 bé dang ng6i yén lang tredc ngan kéo tu tim

mot doi tat kho va sach.

Khoéng hiéu sao Daniel ct ban khoan khong biét Miranda c6 dé vién
Aspirin nao trong ti ¢ phong tam cta c6 khong.

Ctra tredce lai bat mé. Lan nay la Christopher va Lydia.
“Co6 gi an khong ha bo?”
“Con sdp chét doi roi.”
Lydia quang cap sach xuéng san nha lam Daniel vap ngay phai no.
“Nhadat len, Lydia.”

Lydia lam bo.
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..... 192

con bé hat 1én. “Khan quéan dau cta bo sao thé a? Trong
buon cwoi qué di mat.”

Lo di cau hdi ctia con bé, Daniel suc sao gia sach nau an dé tim mot mén
gi do khac la. N6i thang la anh thyc sy chan ngdy viéc ndu nwdng. Cong
viéc tirng 1a niém dam mé dich thuc - chuan bi nhitng bita an ngon lam hai
long cac con moi lan ching dén tham - bong tréd nén nham chan, ngay nao
cling chi c6 hét xay xay lai dén nghién nghién. Anh chan dén mic ndy sinh
nhitng y nghi ac doc trong dau; tham chi anh con nghi néu lai phai lam
banh mi kep, du la cho ai di nita, anh sé khong cho t6i ma cho quach thach
tin vao.

Anh rit trong gia sach day ngon ra mot cudn tr khi cwdi tGi gio anh chua
hé dong t6i, tinh dén nay ciing phai chuc nam roi. D6 la cudén Sdch day ndu
an cua Alphonse Lamarquier. C6 1€ sé co0 mon gi do don gian va nhanh
chong. Phai nau cho nhanh vi anh va Natalie van phai di mua quan yém cho
co bé; va mén dé phai don gian béi vi anh dang gan nhw phat dién véi viéc
ctr phai chat chat, got got, mai mai, roi nau xeo xeo.

Anh m& cudn Sdch day ndu dn cua Alphonse Lamarquier ra ding
chwong bon - Xtap. Dé lam thit rua, Daniel doc, ddt rua ndm ngira trén ban,
dau tho ra khéi canh ban. Anh doc hét ca trang gidy, lwét nhanh qua cac
doan hwéng dan cach chat thit ria, cac phan néi vé cach ché bién mai, yém
va chan rua.

Anh gap sach lai.

“An banh mi phét bo nhé?” anh goi y.

“Oi khong, lai mon do!”
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“Ltc nao ching con ciing phdi an banh mi phét bo.”

“B0 c6 loai bo nao con thich khong? Néu khong, con khong muén an
banh mi phét bo nita dau. Cam on bo.”

Daniel nhin tring trirng ca hai dwa.

“Khong biét Alphonse Lamarquier c6 phdi chiu dyng diéu nay khong.”

“Ailcoa?”

“Chiu dung cai gi a?”

“Khong c6 gi. Khong ai hét.” Mot 1an nita, Daniel thdy minh lai dang
nghi dén nhitng vién aspirin. “Sao hai con khong yén lang va tap trung lam
bai tap vé nha di nhi?”

“Con khong thé yén lang ma lam bai dugc,” Lydia hoan hi. “Bai tap ctua
con la tap choi ken oboa!”

Khi Christopher 16i hét do trong cdp ra ban dé tim quyén dia ly, Lydia
cling 16i hét moi thi¥ trong t chén ra dé tim kén oboa.

Daniel dat tay lén hai hop xup ca chua ¢ ngan trén cung cua chan bat.
Anh cam thdy that bai, d6i chut t6i 16i va xdu ho khi nhé lai ngay dau tién
anh dén lam cho Miranda. Ngay dé, thdy mdy hop gidu & gdc tit trong
cung, anh khéng dong tinh chit nao. Anh ty nhu sé khéng bao gio ha thap
minh bang viéc cho bon tré an nhitng thit chan ngat nhw thé.

Christopher cam but 1én. N6 chwa bao gio nghi tGi chuyén phdi tw lam
bai tap vé nha. San c6 bo dirng bén canh, n6 hoi ludn:
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“Nuéc Anh ching ta lang phi hau hét nang lvong nhu thé nao ha b6?”

“Suy hao nhiét,” Daniel tra 16i luén. “Nha ctta & Anh c6 hé thong cach
nhiét kém.”

Ngoi but ctia Christopher w6t nhanh trén gidy. Thang bé biét minh dang
lam mot viéc that ding dan.

“Nuéc nao cé hé thong cach nhiét gia dinh t6t a?”

“Na Uy,” Daniel néi. “Nha & Na Uy dwgc cach nhiét rat tot. Chi can bat
mot que diém la ca can nha dwoc swdi am.”

“Chi can danh ram la chuing ta sé c6 mot luong hoi am.”
“Christopher!”

“Con xin 16i.”

Hét Christopher lai dén Lydia bat dau.

“Con khong thé tim ra héa biéu.” Con bé than thg.

“Thi con c tap di,” Daniel yéu cau.

Lydia dam ra bam buc.

“Lam sao ma con tap dwoc khi khong biét hoa biéu chit? Con c6 biét
thang giang thé nao dau? Nén con khong thé tap dugc.”

“Co6 san not & day ma.” Daniel cau kinh chi vao ban nhac. “Chi c6 viéc
choi cac nét dé théi ma con cling khéng lam dwgc sao?”
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“Pugc a,” Lydia bat lai b6. “Con choi dugc! Chi can ldc con dang choi,
bd bao con nét nao phai thang nét nao phai giang!”

Daniel tit ta budc lai cho bép ga. “Hoi bo thi cling bang thira,” anh
chéng ché va dién cuéng khuay no6i xiap. “P4i véi bo, tat cd cac ban nhac
déu giong nhw nhitng bong thuy tién moc doc hai bén dwong cao téc. Du
ching dwoc trong day hay méng, thi doi vGi nhitng ngwdi choi nhac & trinh
do trung binh, chiing van la hoa thuy tién.”

Lydia phong mang tron ma thoi manh cai kén aboa. Daniel nhdy dung
lén. Cai thia bay ra khéi n6i xip lam thit xip mau cam ban tung tée lén

khap mat tredc do ctia ba Doubtfire.

“Lydia! Di tim cho nao khac ma tap di!” Lydia vira di ra vira thoi nhitng
am thanh that kho nghe.

Daniel chi vita mgi vui vé tan hwang chut yén tinh thi lai bi Christopher
pha ngang. Thang bé vitt mot dong do6 khac lén ban, lan nay la dé tim
quyén sach toan.

“Sao phai hoc phan s6 lam gi ha b6?” thang bé can nhan.

“Phan s6 rat hitu ich.” Daniel n6i véi con trai. “Trén doi nay khong ai c6
thé c6 tat ca nhitng thit ho mudn.”

Trong khi anh van dang ditng khudy n6i xtp, nghi lai mot vai phut giay
gan nhu hoan hado trong cudc doi minh thi canh 10 swdi c6 tiéng chip chip

nho nhé nghe that thiéu nao.

Christopher giat minh ngang lén.
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“Co phai tiéng Hetty khong a?”

Thang bé nhin ra cai bé van thuong dé 1ong chim.

“0, dau r6i? B6 dé cai 1ong ¢ dau roi?”

“Duéi nay.”

Daniel da chan vao céi 16ng cua Hetty.

“Sao b6 lai chuyén ra day?”

“Con ty minh xem di.”

Christopher chay dén. Thang bé nhin con thi cwng ctia minh trong 1ong.
“Nhin n6 hoi buén cuoi.”

Daniel c6 gang dé cap dén tinh trang ctia Hetty mdt cach twr ton.
“Bo nghi la n6 khong 6n.”

“Hetty dang thwong. C6 thé né can bau ban. C6 thé n6 can dé con.”
“Bo nghi hinh nhw n6 da qua gia e khé cé con...”

“Du thé nao thi ching ta ciing can con chim khac giip dd.”

“B6 nghi n6 da qua giai doan do roi, Christopher.”

Daniel da c6 gang ma khong sao lam cho con trai hiéu thong diép an sau
101 noi minh.
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“Néu Hetty c6 biéu hién gi” - Christopher vita cudi toe toét vira vo vao
16ng - “thi d6 la n6 muén sinh mot con chim ctt con.”

“Christopher...”

Nhung con trai anh khong chiu nghe diéu anh dinh néi.

“May mudn c6 mot dan con phai khéng, Hetty?” Christopher ngdm nga.

Long kién nhan cia Daniel phéi chiu thua khi thang bé ngang nganh
khang khang con chim cit dang dén giai doan doi ap chit khong phai sap

chét.

“Tiéc la gio chwa phai mua cun ctt ap tritng con a,” anh no6i khay. “Bo c6
thé gitp lam thit no!”

Noi roi anh tat bép ga dang dun no6i xup, chay 1én gac tim Natalie.
Co bé van dang ngoi canh tu quan ao v6i mét dong tat xung quanh.
“Vi Chua, Natalie! Con x06 tat mat bao lau vay?”

Natalie cau kinh.

“Con chang c6 dbi nao ca.”

“Thoi di nao c6 nhoc!”

“Thi b6 tim xem,” c6 bé thach thitc. “Chang thay hai chiéc tat nao giong
nhau ca.”
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Daniel gian dit b&i tung dong tat trén san. R6i buwc minh khi biét Natalie
da dung. Cé rat nhiéu tat nhung khong cai nao vao doi nao ca.

“Q, thé nhitng cai khac dau roi?” anh héi.
“0) nha bd.” Natalie tra 10i.
“Oi, Chia oi!”

Anh nghién rang cti xudng nhdt ra hai chiéc tat - mot chiéc dai dén
khuyu chan mau xanh da trdi va mot chiéc ngan mau xanh 14 cay.

“Pay! Pi doi nay vao! Ching ta phai di thoi, Natalie. Pa bon rudi roi
day.”

“Mai mua ciing dwgc ma bo.”

Danie suy nghi. Nhung ngay ngay h6m nay anh da biét rang ngay mai sé
la mot ngay kinh khung tir dau tGi cudi.

“Chung ta di luén bdy gio. Ching ta c6 hai tiéng co ma.”

Sau nay nghi lai, Daniel khong thé nao hiéu dwgc hai tiéng dong ho dé
da di dau mat. That ra ho cling da dén vai cira htang. Ctra hang dau tién
khong c6 quan yém, con ctta hang thit hai chi c6 mau trang. Cira hang thit
ba c6 vai cdi mau dé, xanh da trdi va mau tdo xanh, nhung ching lai gan
mac Luu y: Gidt rieng. Nho lai 10i dan do ky lwdng cua Miranda, Daniel
budc phai kéo Natalie di hang khac trong khi c6 bé trong iu xiu va cé phan
tam tirc. Clta hang thit tv c6 cdi mau xam, cé thé gidt dugc bang may
nhung lai khéng c6 c@ cta Natalie. Cita hang thit nam cé bon cai c¢& Natalie
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van hay madc (bon cai c& Natalie van hay mac) nhwng chang cai nao vira ca.
K@ ca nhitng cai dé cd 16n hon, 16n hon nita, cting khong vira.

“Sao chdt thé!” Natalie can nhan, kéo diing quan mét cach khé chiu.
“Cho nay chat qua. Chau thay dau lam.”

“Chau tht sang bén Notweeds chwa?” c6 ban hang lanh lung hoi.

Ho lai thit sang Notweeds. Khi ho dén treeéc mat tién bang kinh that rong
rai cua ctra hang, hai co ban hang dang dung bén trong ngung tan chuyen,
nhin cham cham vao hinh dnh mét ngwdi ky quai dén tir ving Amazon véi
16p trang diém 16 cho va nhitng bui téc nho ra ti chiéc khan quan dau ky la
nhat ma ho tirng thdy, nguc do dinh day vét xdp ca chua, gau vay dinh bun
tém lem, tay dat difa tré dang yéu nhit ma nguoi ta c6 thé twéng tugng
duwgc nhwng lai di doi tat coc cach.

Khi canh ctra kinh bat mé, hai c6 chot tinh.

“Chung t6i dong ctra bay gio,” ho dong thanh néi. Co gai bao dan hon
dat tay 1én canh tay 4o ba Doubtfire dé xua ba ra ngoai.

Daniel thdy khé chiu. Anh ditng thang ngudi 1én dé cao hon han c6 kia
roi nat no:

“Nay co gai tré, cai bang thong bao trén ctta noi ro la ctra hang c6 déng
ctra lic nam ruwdi ma.”

“Gio0 cha nam ru6i thi gi hg ba,” co gai cai lai.
“Van con bay phut nita.”

“Con bay phut thi cha thir dvgc cai nao.”
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“Thé thi chung t6i sé xem”

“Xem thi lam duwgc gi hd ba?” ¢6 gai van khang khang. Biéu hién trén
khuon mat c6 thé hién r6é rang rang chang c6 gi trong ctra hang vira kho
nguoi ba Doubtfire.

“Lai day nao Natalie,” Daniel néi. “Chau khong thich xem nhitng bo
quan do dang yéu nay a?

“Khong a,” Natalie dap. “Chau mudn vé nha.”
Co0 ban hang da sai 1am khi né nu cuwdi tw man.

“Con nho nay that la!” Daniel n6i. “C& dé chiing t6i xem, bay phtt thi
bay phut chw.”

“Gio con sau phut,” c6 kia chong lon.

Natalie bi kéo 1€ theo ding nghia den giita cac gia treo quan do. Co bé c
bam miét chan trén san khi bi bd kéo nén dé lai ca duwong vét chan trén tdm
thdm citng cua cira hang. Co bé cau c6 va am tc than: ban chan dau; cang
chan cling dau; né6 mudn vé nha; sap 16 chwong trinh Leter xanh duong roi;
né cha thich quan yém.

“A, thé thi chd ching toi cha c6 quan yém dau,” c¢6 ban hang dic thing.
Co ta hoan toan ding. Toan bd khu vuc do tré em chi c6 hai gia ngan
treo quan do ma mot gia gan nhw trong tron. Khong cé cai nao nhuw Miranda

néi, va du Daniel da xem can than tirng cai mot nhung cling chi mat c6 phut
ruoi.
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“Con bon phut.”
Giong c6 ban hang day buc tic.
“Khong vé-é dugc ha ba?”

Tiéng rén ri tham thiét cua Natalie c6 thé lam tan chdy ca trai tim cna
nguoi thép. Nhung trai tim Daniel con duge lam tw nhitng thi céng hon.

“Bao gio ba bao vé thi vé, Natalie. Khong thi ¢t tir tw.”

Ho di gitta cac gia quan do. Daniel c6 v nhw khong biét minh dang siét
chat tay Natalie va luén miéng 1am bam lam c6 bé sg.

“Hai phut!”

Daniel cam mét chiéc vay tit gid bén canh 1én xem thi thdy rung minh.
Mot s6 do & day trong dén la tro trén. RO rang ¢ ctta hang nay vay ao hd
lung tung ca, khong ho lung thi hd eo, kinh hoang hon la c6 cai hd ca nguc.
Sao bon con gai bay gid c6 thé mac nhitng thit 16 lang nhw vay? Sao ching
khong chét lanh nhi? Ma sao lai c6 dita gay dén mitc c6 thé chui vao cai
thtr kia chu?

“Chau moi roi ca chan roi, chau khong di dugc nita dau.”

“Mot phut nira!”

Hai c6 gai ditng canh nhau & ctra, anh mat 10 16 vé kho chiu. Tiéng chia
khoa va vao nhau nghe chéi tai. Daniel van xem mdy bo do ngu.

Bén ngoai, dong ho trén thap nha thd da bat dau do chuéng bao ntra gio.
Daniel nam tay Natalie chat hon r6i buéc qua hai c6 gai dang quac mat
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nhin.

“Cam on cac co,” anh néi va cii dau véi cung cach lich sy nhat c6 theé.
“Cac co da giup t6i rat nhiéu.”

Khi canh ctra vira sap lai phia sau luvng, anh nghe thay tiéng vong ra tw
bén trong.

“Puing la cdi ba thé 10.”

Ra khoi ctra, Natalie 1ap titc vui vé trd lai.

“Bay gio ba chau minh dén ctra hang Barton nhé?” c6 bé nai ni. “Barton
mé& clta dén tan sau gio ba a. Ho con c6 mdt quay ban kem & ngay bén

ngoai.”

“Thoi, chau yéu a,” Daniel néi. “Ba Doubtfire kiét sitc r6i. Gio ba chau
minh vé thoi.”

“Nhuwng con quan yém ctia chau? Mai ching ta lai quay lai thi a?”
“Khong!” Daniel rung minh. “Ta khong nghi vay dau chau yéu. Sau gio
hoc méi di mua quan 4o thi chang mua dwgc dau. D€ cudi tuan c6 nhiéu

thoi gian hon hang di.”

“Budn cuwoi nhi,” Natalie noi, giang tay ra khéi tay bé khi ho bat dau di
doc con pho vé nha. “Me ciing toan bao thé.”
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9. Ngay mwa khong phai ngay thich hop dé lop
nha

Qua giong nhv anh da lo sg, hom sau ding la mot ngay khting khiép twr
dau t6i cudi. Daniel di lam trong bo canh sach sé va chiéc khan quan dau
that dep. T6i dai 10 Springer, anh that than khi thdy ba con dang nong long
diéng dgi anh.

“Sao cac con khong di hoc?” anh gang hoéi. “Hom nay c6 dinh cong a,”
Lydia dap. “C6 thong bao tir hm qua ma bo.”

“Co thay dira nao dwa b6 xem thong bao dau.”

“Natalie da cho bo xem t& thong bao ctia em 4y r6i con gi. Ching con
thay trén ban an nén khong dwa cho bo thong bao cta ching con nita.”

Daniel van chéi day day.

“B6 c6 thay thong bao nao dau.”

“Chdc chdn la bo thay r6i,” Lydia khang khang. “Ching con da nhin
thay t0 gidy. Trén dé c6 may dong ngd ngan viét vé con nhim ¢ dang sau
gy.’)

Cam thay hoi bic minh, Daniel quay sang budc tdi c6 con gai nhd.

“Sao con bdo do chi la mau gidy cii.”
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Natalie mat ngan ngan nudc. Co bé thay dau long khi chi gai vo tinh néi
bai van minh viét 1a ngé ngan.

“Con nham a.”
Daniel thé dai thuon thuot.

“Thoi bé di. Cling chang cé gi khac ca. Du sao thi cac con da ¢ nha ro6i.”
R6i mGt y nghi bong nay ra trong dau anh.

Mat anh cat khong con giot mau, khién 16p phan nén Apricot Créme clia
ba Doubtfire trong giong nhu chiéc 14 vang ré tién trén mat mot thi hai.
“Co, co6 khac day. Cac con khong thé & day! Khong dita nao hét! Khong
phai hom nay!”

“Sao lai khong a?”

Daniel 1dy lai than sac. Khuén mat lic nay da chuyén thanh mau nau
sam.

“Vi choc nita 16p vé sé hoc & day. Bo sé phdi ditng khoa than trén tdm

"’

tham kia
“Co0 sao dau bo,” ca ba dira tré 1én tiéng tran an.
“Nhung bo thay cé. Sao lai khong sao?”
“Ching con thdy bo khéa than su6t ma,” Lydia l1én tiéng an i bé.
“Ching con da thdy bo khoéa than lan bo dang tam thi rap hat ¢ Luan Do6n

goi dién, va lan b6 nam riéng trén gac xép, me bat bo phai céi hét quan ao
ra cho vao tii béng r6i méi dugc leo xuéng.”
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“Ca lan & Llandudno b6 bi roi khan tam nita,” Natalie I1én tiéng. “Lan
ddy ai trén bai bién cting nhin thay bo.”

“P6 1a chuyén khac,” Daniel n6i véi bon tré. B6 khong c6 cai tinh ca
then. Thoang nhin thay méng bo v? V&i bo thi diéu dé khéng thanh van dé!
Y tit quan manh vai khi vira tim xong ma khong can than dé né tut ra w?
Viéc gi phai xdu ho! Nhung ditng nhw phong trong ba tiéng dong ho trén
tham trong bo trang phuc mac tr trong bung me dé con cai nhin cham cham
vao u? Khong, cam on! Khong, khong, khong!”

L tré thé hién noi that vong dén tot cung.

Khong dita nao hé rang lay ntra 10i. Sau gidy phit im lang cang thang,
Daniel hoi:

“Cac con khong c6 cho nao dé choi sao?”
“Choi a?”
“Choi a?”

Giong diéu ctia Lydia va Christopher cho thdy d6 la diéu hoan toan ngd&
ngan.

“Khong thi doc sdch. V&? Nau an?” Daniel dan trd nén tuyét vong. “Thoi
dé bo cho may dira it tién r6i mua sam nhé.”

“Bao nhiéu a?”
Daniel luc hét tii nay t6i tai khac trén do ba Doubtfire. Nhuwng anh chot

nhd ra hai to tién hom trwéc Miranda dwa dé mua quan yém cho Natalie
van trong chiéc vay dinh day xup anh da mang tGi tiém giat la.
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Daniel tuyét vong.
“Thoi, b6 dau hang!”

Ba dita nhu mdy 6ng cu non, ching hiéu ngay la bé dong y cho ching &
nha va chiém nguGng man trinh dién dang mong chd d6. Khong dé bo kip
c6 co hdi thay doi y dinh, 1i tré phong nhw bay 1én gac, gia do khong nghe
thay gi khi bd c6 goi giat lai, qua quyét rang chiing sé lam tat ca nhu bo
mong muodn - ngoan nhw tho, cdm nhw hén - cho dén gidy phit tuyét voi do.

Daniel x6ng vao bép. Trudc khi chudng reo, anh con vira da thoi gian dé
cam am nuwéc, bay may ly ca phé va dé mat téi con Hetty mGt chit - trong
né con tan ta va thiéu sinh khi hon hom treéce. 6 la ba Hooper.

Chui tay vao tap dé, Daniel c6 ditng chan ngang 16i ctra.

“C0 than mén, toi e 1a c6 dén hoi s6m. van chwa c6 ai dén, va...”

Dung chiéc gia vé lam cay go pha thanh, ba Hooper day anh lui lai. Pang
sau ba ta, Daniel c6 thé nhin thdy hai nguwdi nita trong 16p vé vira lach
xuong xe buyt, tay cam cdp gidy va gia ve.

Daniel thd dai roi danh hé ctta cho ba Hooper di thang vao bép.

Bi bat qua tang dang ty minh pha ca phé, ba Hooper cudi bén 1én.

“T6i chi can pha cho hai ching ta thoi ba Doubtfire nhi?”

“Pha boén c6c ludn di, cd6 than mén,” Daniel dap. “Nhitng nguwoi khac
dang tGi day.”
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DPau tién la bon coc, sau dé la sau, roi bay, roi mwoi mot coc. Cit thém
mot nguwdi tdi 1a ho lai gidi thiéu khap mot vong. Daniel ditng trong bép
nha Miranda titc dién 1én ma c¥ phai can rang chiu dung hét 1an nay téi lan
khac.

“Anh Hilliard dau ay nhay?”

“Anh nay c6 dén mudn bao gio dau.”

“T61 dd cho anh ta dia chi r6i ma.”

“C0o gi thi anh ta phai goi dién cht...”

“Chac chan la anh ta dang dén théi.”

bén Iic minh phdi xuat hién r6i, Daniel tham nghi, cd gang gat dau va
cwoi twoi hét cd, anh cam bat duwdong 1én di ra phia ctta, dinh 1én 1én lau thay
do that nhanh va trd thanh Daniel xudt hién ngay ctta chinh. Nhung t&i 16i
ctra thi anh chgt nhan ra thiéu sét tram trong trong ké hoach twéng chirng

don gian nay. Anh khong c6 quan ao! Anh quén khong mang theo quan 4o!

Anh khong cé 4o khoac, khong 4o so mi, khong tat! Qua la mét tré ngai
to 16n!

“Co6 chuyén quai gi thé nhi?”
“Khong biét cai 6ng nay dang & dau nita?”

“Lam an nhw thé day! Co gi thi phéi goi dién n6i mot tiéng dé nguoi ta
con biét duwong chi.”

“Mudn qua roi day. Bang ra phai bat dau hai muoi phit r6i.”
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Khéng con cach nao khac, Daniel danh liéu.

“Cac anh chi da udng hét ca phé chwa?” anh nhé nhe bang giong ba
Doubtfire du yém noéi véi con. “T6i don ly dwgc chi? Cac anh chi ¢ di ra
tién sanh, dyng gia vé va sap bt chi ra, t6i di goi anh Hilliard day.”

“Goi anh Hilliard? Anh ta dang ¢ day ha ba?”

“Tu ndy dén gio anh ta van tron ¢ day a?”

“Khong phai tron, anh a. Chi la anh ay dén hoi sém nén 1én ra vieon lam
diéu thuoc thoi.”

Daniel nghe thdy moi ngwoi xung quanh thi thao ban tan kho nghe.
“O day sao? Tir ndy dén gio!”
“Pang ra ba dy phai n6i sém hon mdgi phai!”

“Chang 1é ba dy khong nghe thay la chiing ta dang lo lang sao? Hay ba
ay diéc?”

“Thi ra anh Hilliard nay cling hit thuoc day.”

Quén béng mat minh dang la ai, Daniel dap lai 16i nhan xét cudi cung.

“Thinh thodng t6i cling 1am mot diéu xi ga cho vui.”

Tat cd moi nguwdi quay sang tr6 mat nhin anh. Trong mat ho, ba
Doubtfire khong phai tip nguwoi thinh thoang hut xi ga; nhung du gi, ho

cling khéng nén nghi ba la ngudi diéc 1oi.
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Daniel hodng qud, voi vang xua moi ngudi ra khoi bép.
“Ra di cac anh chi than mén. Ra tién sanh 6n dinh cho ngéi di. Ba gia
nay xin dam bao anh Hilliard sé dirng truéc mat cac vi khi cac vi con chua

kip bé hét mau vang catmi véi mau xanh coban ra.”

Hoc vién 16p vé bat dau cam gia vé va dung cu di ra tién sanh song van
cau nhau doi chut vé sy cham tré ngé ngan va vo cd kia.

Daniel phong nhw bay 1én lau. Christopher da ding dgi san & chiéu nghi.
“Bay gio ching con dugc xudng dwdi nha chwa bo?”

“Téat nhién la chwa!”

Daniel day cau con trai vao phong Miranda.

“Nhanh lén,” anh néi. “Trong ltc bd cdi quan 4o, con luc ti cia me con
tim cho b6 cai gi dé b6 quan quanh nguoi di.”

“Tim cai gi bay gio a?”

“B0 khong biét!” Daniel cgi do ra. “Cai gi d6 lam ho bi sao nhang. Cai gi

mau mé &y - phai that khé v&!”
“Céi nay dugc khong ha ba?”

Christopher gio 1én mot cdi 4o len bay sac cau vong in biéu tuwgng chong
hat nhan.
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“Chua oi, khéng! B6 khong chiu duwgc tranh luan dau. Tim cho bo cai
khac di.”

Trong khi Daniel lau 16p phdn Apricot Créme cta ba Doubtfire,
Christopher lai gio 1én chiéc quan 16t kiéu Phap diém nhitng trai tim nho
that dang yeu.

“Nhirng cai nay thi sao a?”

“Khéng!”

“Vay thi bo phai quan chiéc khan choang nay thoi. Do la tat ca nhitng gi
con c6 thé tim duogc.”

Daniel nhac chan khoi mé quan o ba Doubtfire vira tut ra trén tdm tham
thoang thodng mui odi hwong cia Miranda. Christopher dwa anh tdm khan
choang in hoa tiét hinh canh hoa va c6 tua rua mau dé twoi.

“Q, ciing duoc!”

Daniel quan khan choang quanh nguwdi roi budc lai.

“B0o phdi can than ddy,” Christopher canh cdo. “Pay la mot trong nhitng
d6 me thich nhat. B6 ma lam hong thi b rac r6i to day.”

“Du sao thi ngudi dan ba do cling thu bo san r6i.”

“Pung la thé,” Christopher toe toét. “B6 phai nghe tdi qua me noi veé viéc
b6 lam nguwdi mau cho 16p vé ¢ nha nay co. ‘Cam on Chda vi ba dita con sé
an toan ¢ trrong’ me c néi di noéi lai thé chit. Bon con khong dam néi vai
me la c6 dinh cong. Sang nay ching con déu gia vd di hoc nhw binh thudng
roi tron @ trong vwron dén tan lic me di lam.”
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Daniel hoang hot.

“Khong khéo me con lai quay vé dy chit! Cé thé lam. Sang nay chac co
ta da nhan duwgc don xin thoi viéc cua bo roi. Biét dau co ta sé chay ngay vé
dé thuyét phuc bo ¢ lai.”

“Néu me quay veé thi bd chét chac.”
“O, Chua 0i!” Daniel thét lén.
ROi anh phi ngay xu6ng nha, nhitng dai tua rua bay phap pho.

Tang duéi cling chang kha hon 1a mdy, bdi anh da lam day 1én mot dot
tranh cai dit doi. Mot quan diém tham my cho rang anh nén ditng trudc anh
sang ty nhién bén ctra s6 va dé tdim khan choang hoa tiét hinh cach hoa sac
s0 quan hd quanh nguwdi chit khéng nén budc tim lai. Quan diém khac thi
cho rang anh nén ng6i dudi anh den dé cac hoa tiét n6i bat trén nhitng nép
gap mém mai (“Dé xem mau dé noi gi véi mau hoa ca!” tién si Hamid hao
hirng reo lén).

Ba Hooper c6 y kién rang anh nén bo phéng chiéc khan choang hoa tiét
canh hoa ra song tat ca nhitng ai c6 mat déu y t 10 di.

Daniel buéc 1én tdm tham 10 swdi roi ngoi 1én ghé dau mot cach khéo
léo. Anh cam nhan 10 cdi lanh ctia tdim goé dw6i phan méng tran. Anh phai

c6 gang lam theo yéu cau r6i ggi y khac nhau ctia ho mat dén maét, hai phuit.

“Anh c6 thé quay mat sang trai mot chit dwgc khéng? Cam on anh. Qua
hoan hao!”

“Anh c6 thé dudi chan ra mo6t chit duge khong - do!”
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“Moi nguoi thay tay trai gio 1én thé kia dugc khong?”

Nhung dan dan anh khong lam theo yéu cau cta ho nita, anh tw chon cho
minh mét tw thé don gidan ma anh cadm thdy thodi mai. Du ho thich hay
khong thi do cling la tu thé cia ngay hom nay.

Va hau nhv ai cling thich tw thé d6. Du bi go bé ¢ noi con xa méi cé thé
noi la ly twdng song ho van chiu khé luc tung hop bt nho tim bit mau va
chi than, but chi va phan mau. Sau mét vai 10i xin 16i nhe nhang - “Rdt xin
16i.” “Chi c6 thdy la t6i vira dich chuyén mot chat ro6i khong?” “Hup!” “T6i
da va phadi cai d6 dung khong? To6i thanh thdt xin 16i!” - khong khi im lang
bao trum khap can phong, chi thinh thoang vang lén tiéng kéu de dat vi
thich thu trede thanh qud ctia minh hodc vi thit vong ma ly do sau thi
thuwong xuyén hon, ro6i ca tiéng thd phu quen thudc cia c6 Purkett.

Daniel cdm thdy thw thai. Chiéc ghé da @am hon. C6 vé nhw moi thw
khong dén noi qué té. Qua thwe, anh gan nhw c6 thé bat dau nghi tdi viéc
bubi sang hom nay sé troi qua binh yén, khong c6 bat ky tai hoa nao. Gia
nhw 1 tré cé y thic, ¢t & yén trén gac, khong chay xuéng quay ray... Gia
nhu khong ai tat ta di tim ba Doubtfire t6t bung xin thém it ca phé néng...
Gia nhuv Miranda ngap dau véi dong van dé héc bua nén phai & lai cong
ty...

Mot gio troi qua. SOt soat, lao xao, tdy xd6a, am . Tat ca moi thit ding la
kha dé chiu. L4y lai tinh than lac quan cao do, anh thyc sy cam thay khoai
chi, vui vé, man nguyén va suwéng am i khi nghi t6i viéec minh duwgc huwéng
lrong hai lan. Tham chi anh con ty hoi sao khong dé nghi moi ngudi nghi
mot chit dé minh phéng vu 1én tang, khoac lai bo vay do va quan khan dau
ctia ba Doubtfire, trat Ién ma mot 16p phan Apricot Créme mong roi lai
chay xu6ng duwéi nha pha ca phé trong khi “anh Hilliard” c6 thé da biét y ra
ph6 mua mdy diéu xi ga hit dé khong phién téi 16p.
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Nhung khong cé gi chong lai dugce so phan.

Khi anh dang thodi mai ngoi dd, c6 gang khong dung dwa chan va van vo
thit bia ra 1y do chinh dang tai sao nguoi dan 6ng trudng thanh quan moi
chiéc khan trén ngudi nhodng mot cai da chay mat t6i cra hang thudc 1a
cudi ph6”, roi mat anh chgt hudng ra ngoai vuon.

Va anh nhin thay, 1dm tdm nhwv nhitng ngon cay nho nho trong trong chau
gitta nhitng cay phong I trén bau cita la ba dita tré dang nhin anh cham
cham, ngay sau ching la vg cii cua anh dang tat ta trén 16i di giong nhw ni
than di tra thu.

“Chua 0i!” Daniel tham gao 1én. “Citu, citu con!”

Anh khéng dam nhin. Ma cling khong can phdai nhin. Tham chi ngay ca
khi anh ng6i yén vi trén ghé, ngo 1o ra choé khac va lam ra vé mat vo cing
diém tinh thi anh van c6 thé dé dang hinh dung cai tritng mat phan doi
xuyén qua lép kinh r6i ma van da lam ngwoi khac cam thdy song lung lanh
toat, cAm nhan dwoc doi ban tay dang nam that chat, cting nhw khong may
kho6 khan dé hinh dung con gian dit dién cuong cia c6 va nhitng cau lam
bam trach moc: “Xudng ngay! Sao lai ng6i trén ctra s6 ca thé kia? Sao cac
con khong di hoc? Cai gi? binh cong v? Khong dia nao thém noi vGi me
mot tiéng! Con ba Doubtfire ddu? Sao ba ta bo di cd ngay hom nay ma

"’

khong them trong nom cac con

Anh than trong liéc mat sang phai. Khu vion trong tron. Anh nghi minh
da nghe thay tiéng cita sau dong sam lai, va vai gidy sau, tiéng chan ram
ram budc lén cau thang. Chac han Miranda dang don con 1én lau dé mang
x0i x4 1t tré bé béng toi nghiép ay ma khong cho ngudi ngoai hay biét.

Anh khong thé chiu dugc chuyén dé. Anh roi khéi ghé.
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“Xin 16i,” anh gao Ién. “To6i sé quay lai ngay!”

R6i mdc ké nhitng anh mat dang nhin minh tran tr6i, anh phi ra khéi
phong.

Ho gdp nhau noi cau thang. Anh dirng buéc va ngwdc mat nhin lén. Co6
dang xuong nha. Nét mat hoang mang, tay cam tdam khan hoa quan dau cta
anh, mong ch@ ca thé gidi nay déu vo toi nhw binh tra twoi méi, déu khong
gay tré ngai nhu bat ky vat dung nhé bé nao khi duwgc mang xudng lau.

“Ba Doubtfire dau?”

“Miranda...”

Vé mat cang tré@ nén hoang mang, c6 nhiu mat nhin anh cham cham. Roi
khit khit miii. Phai chang vét phan Apricot Créme vuong trén téc do bat can
da t6 cdo anh? Hay mui odi hvong thoang thoang?

Du la gi di nita thi tro choi cling da két thic. Miranda da phat hién ra.

“Anh chinh la ba Doubtfire!”

“Miranda! Nghe toi...”

“Anh chinh la ba Doubtfire! Trwdc gio van vay!”

“Miranda! Xin c6 ddy! Toi co thé giai thich!”

Chiéc khan d6i dau bay veo vao mdt anh. Va, cling giong nhw nhitng lan
khac, cudc chién bung né.
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“Tai sao anh ddm lam thé?” Miranda gian run lén. “Sao anh ddm Iira toi
kiéu nay, lai con bat chinh nhitng dia con t6i ltra doi t6i? Sao anh ddm du
do ching thong dong vai anh ltra d6i va lam bé mat t6i?”

Trwdc nhitng 161 chup mii nhw thé, noi e s¢ cia Daniel 1dp titc bién thanh
noi tirc gian.

“Miranda, co6 ditng dwgc dang chan lan dang dau kéo lai hoi khong kip!
Trudce khi chi trich t6i, c6 nén ty hoi minh xem ai dd don bo con toi tdi
nuwdc phdi Iira doi nhw thé! Co thit nghi xem tai sao ngwdi lam bo nhu téi lai
phai héa trang dé dugc gap con dé minh! Thir nghi xem tai sao li tré lai
dong y tham gia vao ké hoach nay! Co khong quan tam ciling dugc, song
xin c6 nh@d cho la chinh sy ich ky va vo tinh cta co, viéc c6 khong thém dé
tam tdi nguyén vong va cam xuc caa bat ky ai da khién moi chuyén ra nong
noi nay!”

“Anh van thuwong xuyén gap ching ddy thoi! T6i cé bao gig ngan can
anh dau!”

“Nhung c6 cling khéng bao gio tao diéu kién cho to6i! Ké twr khi ly di, co
lun doi x vGi téi nhw thi bo di phién phitc. Toi i gdp 1 tré 1a co lai thay
kho chiu!’

“Y anh la sao, t6i ‘kho chju’ v? Khé chiu ma tuan nao t6i cling 1ai xe dwa
chiing t6i cho anh du c6 mét 1 vi cong viéc, du c6 kiét sirc a?”

“Luc nao cling mudn hang gio.”
“Thi thinh thodng ciling phdi cé lic mudn chi¢! Ma anh cling biét day, t6i
con phai lam viéc. Pau c6 giéng anh. Suét muwdi bén nam qua t6i la ngwoi

duy nhat kiém tién déu dan nudi céi gia dinh nay. T6i phdi lam viéc bé hoi
tai. Vay ma anh cé chiu hiéu dau. BDang nhé ra phai hiéu cht. T6i c6 dwa li
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tré t6i cai can ho vira do day vira btra bon ctia anh mudn vai phut la anh kho
chiu; nhung t6i thady anh cha chiu kiém ldy mot cong an viéc lam 6n dinh
dé c6 thé mua xe ro6i tiy minh t&i doén li tré! Anh c6 thé c6 viéc lam di roi
thdy, mot cong viéc ban ron buoén chan nhuw céng viéc cta t6i - cong viéc
khién nita s6 ngay anh trd vé nha kiét qué dén noi chd hoi sirc dau nébi
chuyén véi 1l tré nita - thi c6 1€ anh cling khong con tha thiét lam da moi

")

cach dé gap ba diva con bé bong dang yéu cua anh nhu thé nay

Ba dita tré bé bong dang yéu d6 dang sap hang ngoi lang nghe nhu thé
dang bi nhot sau lan can, dita nao dita ndy mat miii tai nhot. Christopher bat
dau ngan nga khe khé, tiéng ngan nga yéu 6t khong thanh giai diéu thé hién
noi dau bi kim nén. Dwé6i nha, phia sau Daniel, hoc vién 16p vé dang lang
lang ra khéi nha, titng nguoi, tirtng ngwoi mot, mat ngoanh di cho khac va
dau cti gam xudng.

“T6i cdnh cdo c6, Miranda,” Daniel dit dan n6i. “C6 khong can phai bgi
moc lai nhitng chuyén cii rich d6! Trudc day co ludn sung swéng khi co toi
I4i hdi lo chuyén bép nuic, cham cac con dang 6m, dé c6 dugc sing sinh
trong nhitng b6 quan do dep va nhitng do6i giay sang trong dén cong ty!
Pirng c6 ché nhao t6i chi vi t6i khong cé viéc lam!”

“Tai sao lai khong?” Cé gian qua ma khong con biét sg tran 16i dinh cta
anh nita. “Tai sao khéng? To6i ludn la nguwdi song c6 quy cu. Sao anh khong
nhw thé di? Anh that luwdi biéng, nghéo rét va vo trach nhiém. Anh van luon
nhw thé va sé luon nhw thé. Nhung t6i khong thé ngd anh lai ha tién dén
mirc nglta tay cam nhitng dong tién téi cy'c nhoc 1am méi kiém dwgc dé doi
lai, anh di ltra ddo, néi doéi t6i va suc sao khap nha t6i ma khong dwoc t6i
cho phép, r6i bién t6i thanh con ngdc trwdc mat chinh nhitng dita con cta
minh!”

“T6i nhan tién cua co vi t6i da lam nhitng viéc ma ¢6 yéu cau. Va t6i da
hoan thanh that xuét sac. Chinh mém c6 thtra nhan thé con gi? Va toi ludn
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san long lam diéu d6 ma khong nhan bat ct dong tién cong nao, ciing
khong phai n6i doi va bién c6 thanh mot ké ngoc néu c¢6 khon ngoan dé t6i
cham nom I{i tré sau gio hoc nhv ltic dau t6i yéu cau!”

“Chang phai t06i da dung khi khong tin twéng giao pho lii tré cho anh
sao? Anh vira méGi chitng minh diéu doé roi day. T6i biét anh la ké vo trach
nhiém, nhung t6i van nghi rang chi it anh van con sét lai mot chait si dién.
Daniel Hilliard, that mat thé dién lam sao khi phai cam tirng do 16t cua vo
cti xem phadi cho cai nao vao gié dwng quan 4o ban!”

Daniel ddm manh tay vao tuong.

“Biét r6i,” anh nhao bang. “Biét r6i kho 1am n6i mai! B6 ludn la van dé
cia co, Miranda a! Tat ca nhitng gi cd c6 thé nhin ra la nguwoi khac da
khong phdi véi c6! Co khong bao gid biét c6 da lam gi khong phai vdi ho,
hodc da bugc ho phai lam nhv vay!”

“0), t6i budc anh phai lam nhv vay u?” Gigng co tré nén chua cay. “Toi
budc anh phdi lam nhw vay u? T6i budc anh phai dwa tra cho t6i va ggi
chuyén dé t6i thodi mai ndi vé cudc hon nhan cta ching ta trong khi con
cai dang ng6i d6 lang nghe va biét ro anh la ai.” R6i c6 bong ndi nhd. “Anh
da bién toi thanh con ngdc, Daniel Hilliard. Anh nghi rang anh c6 ly do dé
thé sao?”

Nam chat thanh cau thang, c6 cui xudng néi gan nhuw phi nhoé vao mat
anh.

“Piéu anh lam la khong thé tha th& dugc. Khong thé tha thir Toi sé

khong tha thit cho anh, khéng bao gio! Va lii tré cling sé hiéu, ding khong
cac con?”
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CO quay ngoat lai nhin I tré khan khoan. Khong dia nao nhic nhich.
Khoéng dita nao hé rang néi ntra 16i. Mat chiing trong nhw nhitng chiéc mat
na nho xiu, tai nhot. Ngay ca tiéng ngan nga ciing im bat.

Dén lwot Daniel khan khoan néi vai li tré.

“Cac con noi cho c6 ta nghe di! Néi cho c6 ta nghe di, quy tha ma bat!
Hay noi cho c6 ta biét la tat cd nhitng chuyén nay chi vi c6 ta khong thé
hiéu dwgc nguyén vong ctia cac con ciling nhw cta b, bdi co ta chang bao
gio thém dém xia t6i y kién nao lam co6 ta cam thdy khong thodi mai, du chi
mot chdc lat, y kién nao ‘phd hong lich trinh ctia c6 ta’.” Anh tudn ra mot
trang nhu thé bay lau nay ngdm nhitng thi¢ t6i té trong miéng, giod khong
nho ra thi khong chiu dwgc. “Hay néi véi co ta rang ba con dong y chi vi c6
ta qua ngoan cd, luon khang khang rang bat ky cai gi c6 1gi cho c¢6 ta nhat
thi ma&i tot cho ngwoi khac!”

“T6i khong cho phép anh néi véi i tré nhitng 10i nhw thé vé toi ngay
trong nha cua toi!”

“Tai sao khong?” Anh bat cwdi nham hiém va xoay nguwoi rat kich. “Tai
sao khong nhi? Cha phai c6 van lu6n mom phi bang t6i ngay trong ngoi nha
nay day sao? Bung quén rang t6i da & day va da nghe c6 néi! T6i da nghe
tat ca nhitng gi c6 ndi veé toi!” Anh chi tay thang tay vao mat co day de doa.
“Va chiing phai nghe. O, phai r6i. C6 diéu cd khong biét chiing dang nghi
gi ding khong Miranda? C6 dau c6 nhan ra rang doi vdi 1 tré, diéu nay chi
chitng t6 ¢6 la mot ngudi thién can béi da di dam dau vao t6i, va chirng t6
c6 la mot ngwoi c6 ban chat hep hoi, nhé nhen! Phi bang t6i sé chang giip
ich gi cho c6 dau. Chi t6 bat bon tré che giau tinh cam ctia ching danh cho
cha dé chung th6i.” Ngén tay anh chi tré hét bén nay dén bén kia day canh
bao. “Va c6 dang bitc bach ching ddy, Miranda a. Chinh xac 1a bitc bach.
Bdi con nguoi ta dau dé gi che gidu tinh cam do6i véi nguwdi minh yéu quy.
CO cang bat chung che gidu tinh cdm ctia minh doi véi bo chiing thi tinh
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cam ching danh cho c6 ciling sé theo d6 ma nhat di, c6 thé ching md&i cé
thé git* kin bi mat nhé bé ctia minh dé dang hon!”

“Tinh cam chung danh cho t6i cling sé nhat di v? To6i la me chung co

"’

ma
“Va tinh cdm ching danh cho t6i cling vay. To6i la bé ching!”
Ca hai cam gian nhau dén noi khong thot 1én 16i nita.

Lydia ding phat diy. Gid bo me mdi dé y thdy con thinh no da khién
khu6n mat con bé tré nén tai mét va dir dan.

“Con ghét cd bo lan me,” con bé néi v6i giong khong déu réi quay lai
buéc thang vé phong, dong sap ctra lai.

Christopher cling dirng day.

“Con ciing vay,” thang bé nghen ngao véi khuén mat dam nwéc mat. “Ca
hai nguoi that xdu xa va dang kinh tém!”

Thang bé khong vé phong minh ma theo vao phong chi.

Natalie bi bo bo vo noi dau cau thang. Méat miii c6 bé méo xéch.

Thoéang giat minh, Miranda buéc nhanh lai ché c6 bé, dinh 6m c6 bé vao
long dé do danh. Nhung khi c6 vira dén gan thi Christopher x6ng xoc tir

phong Lydia chay ra, ddy me sang md&t bén va chop lay em gai.

“Me ct¥ tiép tuc cudc cai va kinh tdm ctia minh di!” thang bé thét lén.
“Hay dé Natalie yén!”
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No6i r6i n6 bé dita em gai dang khoc thut thit vao phong va déng sap ctra
manh dén noi nim ctra bat tung va lan 16ng 16c trén tham.

Nguwoi Miranda run 1én ban bat. Co 1é tirng buwdc vé phia ctta nhw con
btp bé khéng dwgc nhoi bong. Pau géi run lay bay. Hai tay cling run. Tham
chi cd miéng co6 cling dang run dit doi. Daniel cam thay that khung khiép.

“Miranda...”

“Cut ngay khoi nha nay.”

“Miranda, lam on thoi di!”
“T6i mubn anh xéo ngay lap tic.”

Daniel cti nhin ndm ca roi trén tham.

“Con bon tré thi sao?” anh cat tiéng hoi. “T6i c6 nén dwa ching di cung
khong? Du gi hom nay ciling la thit Ba...”

Giong anh yéu dan. Cam thay khong thé ditng vitng trudc cai nhin dang
xody thang vao anh.

Réo buéc di qua c6 du dau goi minh cling dang run ban bat, Daniel di
thang vao phong doi rong 16n dé 1y mé quan ao ban thiu anh tut ra trén san
nha. Anh nhin mé quan 40 ma cdm thay phat 6m. Nhung anh khong con do
gi khac c6 thé mac duwgc. Miranda da quang sach nhitng thit anh dé lai khi
anh rdi nha di may nam trudc.

Sau khi cdi trang thanh ba Doubtfire 1an cubi cung trong doi, anh ty hoi
liéu c6 nén stra chita phan nao 16i lam minh da gay ra. Thay vi di qua c6,
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anh c6 thé ngoi canh c06 noi cau thang, c6 thé vong tay qua vai c6 dé an i,
lay cho c6 chit d6 uéng, c6 gang xoa diu moi chuyén.

Nhung cach nay khong hiéu qua. Ngay mwua khong phai la ngay thich
hop dé lgp nha. Cach nay khong hiéu qua.

Khi anh buwéc ra khéi phong, c¢6 van ¢ d6. C6 ngoi bat dong nhw tang da
khi anh di qua c6 xudng cau thang. Anh cti xuéng nhat chiéc khan hoa nam

chong cho trén san r6i vira quan quanh dau vira buéc ra ngoai ctra chinh.

Anh thdy ba Hooper dang mao hiém chom nguwdi qua hang rao, déng tai
nghe ngong vadi hy vong c6 thé hong thém dugc chat gi do.

Anh budng mdy 10i han hoc truée khi bé di:
“T6i thay chd may nita ddm c6 doc nha chi sé moc 1én twoi tot day.”

Nhung ngay cd khuon mat méo xéch ctia ba ta cling khong thé an ui
duoc anh chit nao.
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10. Dong song Phang lang

Daniel khong ditng chd & diém dirng xe buyt. Anh khéng thich ditng do
vOi bo dang ba Doubtfire trong khi ba Hooper dang ditng trong vuwon nha
quan sat anh, con cac con anh dang ding trong phong cta Lydia nhin
xuong, va tham chi c6é thé cd Miranda ciing dang tri'ng mat nhin anh qua
ctra sO tang dwdi. Anh hoi ha di téi cudi pho va chi buéc cham lai khi da ré
sang pho khac.

Qua vai tuyén pho, Daniel nghe thay tiéng xe buyt ¢ phia sau. Anh gio
tay xin 1én xe song chan van bwdc. Anh qua dau kho nén chang thém quan
tam liéu nguoi 1ai xe c6 dirng lai cho anh 1én khong. Tuy nhién, chiéc xe da
do lai dé Daniel budc 1én. Chi khi ngwai 1ai xe nha con dé di tiép thi Daniel
m&i nhan ra anh khong cé dong nao tra tién vé.

“Chét that! Hinh nhuw t6i bé quén tii xach r6i!” Daniel da héi mua mot vé
bon muoi xu nhwng gio anh nhan ra la anh khong thé tra tién vé. Von la
nguoi nhanh tri, anh dem ba Doubtfire ra lam tdm binh phong dé c6 lam diu
di con titc gian cua nguoi lai xe.

“Qi, toi that 1a ngé ngan! That 1a ngai v&i bac qué, bac tai. Bac xé vé roi
t6i mdi nhd ra chi. Oi, t6i thanh that xin 16i.”

Nguoi tai xé da hoan toan dugc xoa diu. Thyc ra, 6ng con thidy ba
Doubtfire kha bat mat.

“Khong sao ba a. Thoi dé toi trd vay. Ba ctt ngoi di. Ba ngoi xuéng cho
do moi.”
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“Bac that la tot bung,” Daniel tho thé. “Bac ti t€ qua, ti t€ qua.”

Cau néi lam nguoi 1ai xe thay ngai ngai. Ong ta 1am diéu bd y bao ba
Doubtfire dirng khach sdo va ngbi xuong ghé gan nhit danh cho nguoi gia
hodc nguwoi tan tat dé ong ta co thé tiép tuc tro chuyén. Dau 6c Daniel dang
roi boi nén chang buon tr choéi. Anh cang thang ngoi ghé xudng mép ghé,
tay van vé vay mot cach lo lang va gat dau nhu cai may vdi tat ca nhitng gi
nguoi lai xe n6i. Pau 6c anh con dang quay cuong vi nhitng hinh anh that
ro rang va kinh khing vé cudc cdi va nay ltra véi Miranda cung khuon mat
cang thang va dau kho cua cac con.

Qua vai diém dirng nita thi Daniel bat dau cdm thdy that khon kho khi
nhan ra nguoi lai xe buyt khong con don gian la t6 ra than thién: ong ta da
chuyén sang ve van mot cach trang trgn.

Daniel nguyén rtia ba Doubtfire ding 1a mu phu thuy.

“Cho t6i xuong day!” anh néi.

“Hét dwong vanh dai md&i xuong dugc, em yéu a.”

Nguoi 1ai xe tiép tuc néi gan ndi xa vé nhitng bubi cudi tuan co6 don cta
minh.

Daniel bt giac do mat.

Duwong nhw nguwoi lai xe cdm thay day la thoi diém thich hgp nhat. Mat
ong ta nhin ba Doubtfire hau hau. Von da bai r6i san, gio thay thai do cua
ong kia nhw thé, Daniel ddam hodng. Anh cdm thdy nhw minh vira dam
quang bui ram, khap nguwdi nong birng vi titc t6i. Khong dan do, anh xan
tay 4o l1én. Nhung anh méi xan canh tay do dep dé 1én doi ba nép thi nguoi
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lai xe chuyén phat hwéng chi y sang dwong di va nhin cham cham vao con
dwong phia trudce.

Daniel ctdi dau xuéng, thdy nhe ca nguwdi. Va gio anh mdi chd y dén canh
tay minh dat trén long - doi canh tay to, citng v6i co bap noi cuon cudn
dwai 16p 1ong den day.

Daniel li€c trdm nguoi lai xe. That khong may anh mat ho thoang cham
nhau qua gwong chiéu hau. Nguai 1ai xe lo lang va xau hé nhin ngay di cho
khéac. Ong nhé lai tat ca nhitng ngudi ban lau nay minh khéng ngé ngang
t@i va cudi tuan nay nén bo ra chut thoi gian gap gd ho. Téi bung binh tiép
theo trén duwong vanh dai, Daniel xuong xe.

Viéc dau tién Daniel lam khi vé nha la c&i ngay khan quan dau va 4o vay
ra, nhét hét moi thit thudc vé ba Doubtfire vao tdi rdc mau den to dung roi
virt ra thung rac cong cong. “Cudn xéo di!” anh thét 1én khi quang cai tui
gitta dong xuwong ga, 14 ché va vo ca rét. “Vinh biét khan quan dau! Gia tw
nuwdc hoa odi hwong! T biét phan nén Apricot Crémel Cudn xéo nhé, ba
Doubtfire! Ta on Chua vi chung ta khong bao gio gap lai nhau nita!”

R6i anh bo6i thém cho céi thung rac mot cu da.

Viéc tiép theo anh lam la dap binh tra nit cat tién tiét kiém ra. T4t thdy
duwgce sau bang. Daniel cam tién phi ngay ra ngoai mua mét cay lau nha,
mot cai chdi co, hai hop gié lau va ba tuyp bot tay riva. Co ta da ché can hd
cta anh vira do day vira btra bon. Anh sé cho Miranda thay! Co ta sé sang
mat ra!

Anh quét nha va lau cho ky sang béng méi théi. Anh c6 gang lam cho

cong viéc cia minh thém mau me bang cach twdng twong nha vira c6 mot
tai nan khing khiép va anh dang lau di vét mau ctia Miranda, nhung khong
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hiéu sao 1an nay anh khong cam thdy thich thd chit nao. C6 1€ anh thay thé
thi tan nhan qua. Cé nhitng diéu c6 ta néi vdi anh lai tré lai...

San nha da sach béng, anh lién chuyén qua lau 16 nwéng. Anh phai thira
nhan rang Miranda nhan miii v&i cai 10 nwéng cling dang. N6 that kinh
khing. Anh hét dung dao cao 16p m& két lai trén mat 10 roi lai 1ay bao lau
lwGi dao, ¢t nhw thé may lan mdi t6i mat 10. Gid anh méGi cham tay 1én céi
10 ban thiu nay va gio cling mgi biét né ban dén mitc nao. Anh thay cay
dang hoi han vi da dé can ho méi ciia minh do ban va mat vé sinh dén vay.
Trong lic anh dang lau chui nha ctta, ky niém cii chot ta vé. Anh nhé nhw
in lan anh dé nghi Lydia t6 chitc tiéc sinh nhat & can ho cta anh khi
Miranda noéi khong viéc gi phai nam nao cting sinh nhat sinh nhéo, nam nay
cha sinh nhat thi cling chang chét ai, va thé la nam do6 c6 ta khong cho con
bé t6 chirc.

Lydia da tir chéi thang thirng 10i dé nghi cia anh. Tham chi con bé con
run 1én. Anh nhan thay hét. D6 la ly do tai sao anh nhé chuyén do6 dén thé.
Lic do6 anh chi thdy bé néi cta 10i tir chéi lich sy caa con, va ty nghi ra
nhitng 1y do kha di giai thich cho 16i tir chéi d6, nhung gio day khi ngam
lai, anh hiéu ra tai sao con bé lai bat gidc hoang so truéc 16i dé nghi cta
anh. Chac chan con bé cam thdy that mat mat khi twéng twgng moi chuyén
sé ra sao mot khi chdp nhan dé nghi cta bo, va gid anh cling thay mat mat
khong kém khi ma&i ban bé con bé dén mot noi ban thiu va khéng lich sw
chit nao nhu thé nay.

Bui, that 1a bui. Ban, that la ban. Rac rudi, qua nhiéu rac rudi. Daniel hdo
hitc lao minh vao cudc chién, cudc chién chéng lai vieong qudc rac rudi. Co
tiéng chubéng ctra. Lic nay bon rita bat da sang choang dwdi anh mat troi
chiéu qua khung ctra kinh da dwoc lau sach béong.

Tay Daniel con dang dinh day bdt tdy rira. Anh di xudng sanh roi lay
khuyu tay hat chot cira 1én.

https://thuviensach.vn



Con gai 1on cta anh dang ding ngoai ca. Anh ngac nhién khi nhan ra
con bé dang mac chiéc 4o rét anh mua nam ngodi va ké tir d6 anh chwa nhin
thdy con bé mac lan nao.

“Lydia! Con dén r6i!”

“Vang. Con day.”

(Nghe giong con bé khong vui vé chut nao!)

Daniel lui lai dé con bé buéc vao.

“B0 pha tra cho con nhé?”

“Khong, con cdm on b.”

Giong con bé lanh nhw bang con ct chi thi xa cach. N6 di thang qua bép
ma khong thém liéc vao can bép sang loang. N6 budng phich nguwdi chang
chut phép tac trudce ti vi, mat nhan nhé nhin man hinh den kit.

Mot 1at sau Daniel dwom de:

“B0 me chi hai to tiéng...”

“Chuyén do that kinh khung? That kinh khiting.”

“Keé ra nhu thé dung la lam mat hoa khi that.”

“Luc dé ca bo va me déu phdt khung 1én r6i chit mat hoa khi gi.”
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Daniel di quanh phong nhat nhitng t& bao cii 1én, nhung c6t dé che gidu
s xau ho. Anh nhét m@ gidy bao vao sot rac. Chéc choc anh lai thdy mot
chiéc tat coc cach va vui mitng dit vao tii quan. Anh nghi s6 tat bi mat &
cho nay cho no cia dam tré c6 bé me ly di & thé ky hai muwoi rat c6 thé
twong duong so canh 6 liu trong thoi dai Kinh Thanh.

Lydia van ng6i nhan nhé tredc man hinh tréng tron. Daniel cam thay
thie sy mat binh tinh. Anh c6 gang lan nita.

“A, ding 1a phét khing that. Con cit gop y v6i bd di, bd sin sang tiép
thu, nhung ria réi bo thi...”

“Bo hay nghe con néi,” Lydia lanh lung ngat 16i anh. “Néu bo c6 thay
phién thi con xin 16i, nhung ding la con chang mudn néi gi, cling chang
muon nghe gi nita cd. Con cang khéng mudn noi vé chuyén kia.”

“Thé sao con lai dén day?” Daniel ngac nhién hoi.

Hai go ma cta Lydia hoi ttng hong.

“V1i day la thoi gian uéng tra thit Ba hang tuan,” con bé ndi.

“Va thoi gian udng tra thit Ba la thoi gian ctia bé u?”

Con bé cang nhan nho.

“Pé chi la nguyén tac thoi,” né nai.

“Con chi dang mudn st dung cac quyén lgi ma con coi la cia minh phai
khong?”
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“B0 noi sao cling duge. Con dau dam mong dgi c6 mot khoang thoi gian
vui vé ¢ day.”

“Du sao thi bo cling sé di pha tra,” Daniel v0i vang noéi roi di vao bép.
Anh dat am nuéc 1én bép. Trong khi chd nuwdc sbi, anh lai co rita khodng
trong nho gitta ta lanh va gia dé rau trai noi anh vira lay khay tra bang go
ra. Daniel cdm thay xdu ho vo cung khi lai tim thay hai chiéc tat nita.

Vai phtt sau anh quay tr¢ lai vdi khay dung tra trén tay. Lydia luc nay da
cam thay thodi mai hon. Udng tra va nham nhi vai cai banh xong, giong
con bé trd nén am ap hon.

“Dé khong chi don thudn la nguyén tac,” mot lic sau con bé thu that.
“Con c0 gi do nita cg.”

“O, vay sao?”

“Con da nghi vé diéu dé6 mot chit khi me ké cho ching con vé dam cu6i
ctia b6 me. Con nghi, néu lic d6 b6 hodc me quyét dinh dirng lai thi sé
chang c6 chi em con nhv bay gio.”

“Nhung da co chi em con ddy thoi.”

“Vang. Va dé chinh la diém mau chét. C6 chi em con. Va ching con la
thtt duy nhéat con lai, diing khong a? Y con 1a cudc hén nhan da dé v&. D6
v0 hoan toan. B6 me thdm chi con khong thé la ban nita.” Con bé lac dau
bttc boi. Daniel thay lic nay nhin n6 giong me hon bao gid hét. “Con cling
biét b6 me da co6 gang thé hién mo6i quan hé binh thwong khi dung mat nhau
trong budi tiéc nao dé hay trong nhitng budi da hoi & trwdng, hay nhitng thi
twong tw. Nhung bé me khong con l1a ban t6t nita, phai khéng a?”

“Khong,” Daniel thi nhan. “B6 me khong con la ban tot nita.”
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“V1 vay, con nghi, Natty, Christopher va con, chung con la ba thanh qua
duy nhat cta cudc hén nhan d6. Ching con la tat ca nhitng gi con lai. Va
bay gio, mdu chot van dé nam & chiing con.”

“Madu chot van dé u?”

Giong anh that nhe, néu khong mudn néi la cé chit hoang mang.

“Pung. La mau choét van dé. Ly do duy nhat dé b6 me van con lién lac
v6i nhau. Vi thé ma ching con c6 quyén kiéu nhu Quyén Phu. B6 khong
thay sao? B6 khong thdy sao? Néu ba dita con khong hé hanh phic, vay thi
tat cd nhitng nam vira qua con c6 y nghia gi ch? Chang c6 nghia gi ca!
Khéng gi hét! Néu bo me khong biét 1am thé nao dé chiing con dugc hanh
phtic thi nhithg nam vita qua da hoan toan uéng phi, hoan toan that bai.
Ma...” co6 bé ngap ngirng. “Con toi té hon ca uéng phi va that bai.”

“Toi té hon?”

“Vang. T6i té hon. Chi toan han hoc, cai va, tat ca, tat ca nhitng thit dang
sg do.”

“Con noi dung,” Daniel ndi. “Dung la dang sg that.” Anh nguwng noi va
hé6i twéng lai. BPoan mdi hoi: “Con néi diéu nay vdi cb ta chuwa?”

“Chua, con chwa noi. Con cling da thit nhung me khong nghe. Me qua
buo6n bure va tirc gian.”

“V6i bG.”

“Ca con nita.” Con bé ditng day, di dén cira s6 va nhin ra ngoai, tay van
dut sdu trong tdi 4o khodc. Daniel nhan thdy cai 4o khéng phu hgp véi con
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bé lam. Kiéu mau qua citng nhac va né lam con bé trong that 16i théi. Con
bé mdc 40 Miranda mua trong xinh xan hon.

“Con dén day bang cach nao?” anh hai.

“Con da cai nhau v6i me. Me khong muon con dén day. Me goi con la
dia an chdo da bat. Me n6i b6 da danh mat quyén duwgce ching con dén
tham hom nay.”

“Con da noi gi?”

Lydia ngoéanh di, mat ngan ngdn nwdc. Con bé trong that mét moi.

“Con noi con sé khong tiép tuc giang co gitta quyén cta bd va quyén cta
me nita. Con bao me la con ciing c6 quyén ctia con va tit bay gio trd di con
sé bat dau nghi dén cac quyeén ctia minh.”

Mat Daniel mé to.

“Co ta bao gi khi nghe con noi thé?”

“Con khong han l1a néi!” Lydia thi nhan. “Con da hét 1én nhuw thé”.

“Va o ta noi gi...?”

“Me hét.”

“Hét...”

“Rang con khong dugc di. Rang con dang bi kich dong qua.”

“Va con néi...?”
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“Con hét. Con hét 1én rang...” Con bé ngap ngtrng. Giong run run khi
nhd lai. “Con hét Ién v&i me rang néu me khong dé con di hom nay thi me

sé phai h6i han!”

“Ho6i han u?”

“Vang.”

Daniel tram tw suy nghi.

“Chinh x4c la con da nghi gi khi con n6i v6i me con diéu d6?”

Lydia lai ngoanh madt ra ctra so.

“Con khong chac 1am,” co bé lén tiéng. “Con khong chac lam. Nhung
me nén biét - da dén lic me phai biét - rang ta c6 thé ra 1énh cho ai do6
nhung khong thé thang dwgc ho. Ta c6 thé diéu khién dugc ho nhung van
c6 thé thua ho. Me chi can dirng lai suy nght thi me sé c6 thé hiéu ra diéu

dé »

“U, ding thé,” Daniel n6i. “Va khi binh tam suy nghi lai, me con sé& hiéu
ra. Con durng lo lang nita.”

Lydia thé dai. N6 nham mat lai va dwa tay day day an duong.

“Con di thang xuong tang ham tim cai 4o nay roi ra bat xe buyt dau tién
vao trung tam thi tran.”

“Con ty minh dén day sao?”
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“Cling mat chut thoi gian. Nhung con da dén dugc day ddy thoi.” Con bé
hoi xau hé. “Mac du con quén vé xe buyt. Bo thay ddy, vi tién con dé trong
ao khoac khac. Thé ma con quén béng di. May ma bac 1ai xe buyt that tot,
bung. Bac dy mién tién vé cho con. Bac dy néi hom nay con khong phai la
ngwoi dau tién quén tién. Chiéu nay, bac ay cling da gap mot ba gia 6m yéu
quén mang theo tién.”

“Ba gia 6m yéu u?” Daniel cdm thdy tic thay cho ba Doubtfire qua cé.
“Ba gia 6m yéu u?”

DPoan anh ditng 1én va budc tGi cho con gai. Anh nhe nhang céi chiéc ao
khodc to dung, nang né ra cho con bé.

“Trong con kiét sitc r6i,” anh vira noi vira dwa con lai ghé x6 pha. “Nam
nghi mot lat di con.”

“Co 18 thé,” con bé thd nhan. “Con mét lam ré6i. Gid ma nam xuéng chac
con ngu say nhw chét.”

Anh ra khoi phong, dong ctta lai r6i quay so dién thoai cia Miranda.
Khong ai nhac may.

Khi anh mang chan tré lai, hai mat con bé da nham nghién.
Con bé nga say nhw chét, khong hé hay biét bo lau chui tu bép va co
kinh. Khong hé hay biét b6 di do gidy vun va dong lai gia sach. Khéng hé

hay biét b6 da kéo rém cira lai.

Va roi con bé tinh gidc khi Natalie 6m tdi ni 16ng to twéng chay ao qua
clra trede va ngd dau vao tirng phong goi to:

....... ”
!
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Daniel ngang dau 1én khdi bon rira mat vira dugc ky co sang béng.

“O!” anh ngac nhién kéu 1én. “Anh Christopher c6 di v&i con khong?”

“Anh dy dang 1én cung me.”

Miranda va Christopher cung xuat hién & cttra. Trong Christopher da binh
tinh lai - thuc ra, trong thang bé c6 vé vui vé - nhung mat Miranda thi cé
quang do, va mat van tai nhot.

Daniel va Miranda nhin nhau lo lang.

“Chao Dan.”

“Chao, Miranda.” Anh lya 161 dé noi. “Co that t6t da dwa bon tré t6i day,
dula...”

“A thi,” c6 nguong ngling néi. “H6ém nay la thit Ba.” Anh nhan thdy c6
van con dang run. “Véi lai may dia ctr doi tdi.”

“Tuy vay,” Daniel noi. “Trong hoan canh...”
Va ho cung do mat.

“Nao,” Daniel khan khoan. “O lai uéng mot tach tra da. Trong c6 nhot
nhat qua. T6i khong mudn dé c6 1ai xe vé trong tinh trang nay.”

“A..” C6 hoi lwong lu. “T6i khong biét...”

“Pung ddy me a.” Christopher nai ni. “Trong me nhw vira bi vat kiét sitc
ay. Me & lai uéng mét tach tra véi bo di.”
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2»

“0, me...

“T6t!” Daniel néi. “Hay lam! C& quyét dinh thé di nhé.” Lic di vao bép,
anh té nhi vo vao ngudi Christopher ra hiéu cho con trai dan Natalie di cho
khac va dirng cho Lydia vao dé hai ngwdi c6 mot chit riéng tw. Christopher
hét sttc 1dy lam hanh dién va dong y hgp tac vdi bo ngay. Thang bé thay va
kich cam dién r6 cta bd that dang xau ho va hén kém. D& bo me ndi chuyén
riéng vdi nhau la diéu né lu6n mong muon.

Miranda lén tiéng khen nhitng no Iic cua anh trong viéc lau don nha ctra
dé co che gidu cam giac khong thoai mai.

“Anh don dep dugc nhiéu thé nay co a? Trong kha hon rat nhiéu. T6i xin
16i néu da qua 1oi ché can ho cia anh, nhung ding la lic trede nd chdn

b4 »

lam.
“Co noi dung,” Daniel dong tinh. “Pung la ban thiu that.”

Anh mét Miranda chot cham phai cay kéo 1én ndm ngodc miéng trén ghé
dau.

“Cho phép toi chit?” ¢6 lich sy hoi.
C0 nhac cay kéo 1én, dong Iudi kéo lai roi can than dat & x6 nha.

“Tw nhién di,” Daniel c6i m@. “Co ct ty nhién. Toi nght ai giup t0i cling

can.

Miranda th¢ dai.
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“Co thé ca hai ching ta déu can day.” C6 dwa anh hop tra va ditng canh
anh khi anh 1ay nwéc séi trang am. “T6i muon ba Doubtfire quay lai. Do
khong phai la y muon nhat thoi dau!”

“Ba ay chét r6i con dau,” Daniel néi. Anh nhin ra ngoai ctra s6. Nguoi ta
da di thu gom rac. “Ba ay chét r6i va sé khong bao gio quay lai dau.”

“A, t6i khong 1dy 1am tiéc vé chuyén d6 dau.”

“T6i cling thé.” Anh cui dau rét nwdc soi vao tra. “Nhung toi 14y lam tiéc
vi bo con t6i da ltra c6. Lam thé that qua dang.”

“Pang ra t6i nén biét diéu hon.” Co xua tay. “Nhung noi that, anh thay
ddy, trwdc téi khong muodn bon tré ¢ ddy. Khong phai véi...” Co bo Iitng cau
néi. Mat liéc nhin cay kéo da dugc dat ¢ noi an toan, r6i dirng lai & duwong
day dién ho.

“Khong sao, tdi hiéu,” Daniel néi. “Can nha that ban thiu va c6 nhiéu thw
khong dugc an toan. Nhuwng roi toi sé gon gang hon va sé stra sang lai nhiéu
thit & day, néu co thay bat ky cai gi khién c6 lo lang thi c bao t6i, tdi sé
lam tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé.”

“Cam on,” co néi. “Cam on anh.”

Anh dwa c6 tach tra va c6 nhap mét ngum.

“Rat ngon,” c6 noéi. “Nhung van khong ngon bang tra ctia ba Doubtfire.”

“T6i,” Daniel néi doi chut gwong gao, “khong c6 tién mua loai tra ngon
nhu cua co.”

Miranda lai tré nén ngugng ngung.
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“Daniel nay,” co lén tiéng. “T6i sé no6i thang nhé. T6i khong mudn anh
trd lai véi vai tro gitip viéc, hay tham chi vai tro cda chinh anh. T6i biét anh
da lam rat tot; nhung t6i khong muon anh. Toi khong biét giai thich thé
nao. T6i chi cam thdy nhw thé. Nhung chiing ta c6 thé thoa thuan mot chuit.
Anh c6 muén lam vuon cho téi dé kiém chut tién khong? Muwa thi anh cé
thé vao nha pha mot &m ca phé va cham s6c cdy co6i trong nha. Va néu lam
viéc lic chiéu mudn, anh cling c6 thé gap bon tré.”

Co ngurng lai, mat do lung.

“Xét cho cung,” c6 no6i tiép. “Anh van la bo 1d tré.”

Anh quyét dinh ngay khéng hé dan do.

“L0oi dé nghi cta c6 dugc chdp nhdn!” anh vui vé n6i. “Mac du vai nam
dau c6 thé toi sé dao ranh gitra hai luong khoai tay sau hon binh thwong dé
lam hao tra an dé phong bi ban tia tit trong nha.” Néi r6i anh thoc tay vao
tai. “Day, day la chut long thanh cta t6i.”

Anh dat vao tay c6 dén chuc chiéc tat coc cach.

“0O, Daniel!”

Co cdt m@ tat vao tui xach, khong gidu duwgc noi xtic dong. Daniel bong
thay cay cay song miii.

“Va toi sé khong goi dién vao bita an nita.”
“Con toi sé khong buwc minh khi 1ii tré nhac dén anh nita.”

Ho cung nhoén miéng cuoi.
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“Chung ta bat tay nao,” anh dé nghi.

Va ho bat tay nhau.

“Toi sé khong quay lai dén bon tré,” c6 néi v4i anh. “Néu chiing chua
muon vé nha. Chung c6 thé ngua day, néu anh khong thdy phién, vi mai van
con dinh céng, va dang nao thi t6i cling phai can anh gitp. Sang s6m mai,
toi phéi dén Matlock.”

“Khi nao c6 vé toi sé dwa chiing vé nha.”

“Cam on, Dan.”

Co nghiéng nguoi thom nhe 1én ma anh.

“Cam on, Dan,” c6 néi lan nira va voi va ra ve.

Daniel van giit chdt nu hon trong long ban tay khi Christopher xuat hién.

“0,” Christopher néi, xoa xoa hai ban tay day hai long. “Moi thi dién ra
that tot dep.”

“Con da nghe lén a?”

“Chi mot chut théi a. Khong nhiéu.”

“Con that toc mach,” Daniel trach. “Pay khong phai viéc cta con.”

“Khong phai viéc cta con w?” Christopher titc gian. “Bo nghi ai da dwa
me dén day? Bo nghi ai la ngwoi luén quanh quan bén me, ma khong lam gi

khéac, va cling khong hé da dong gi dén viéc gi khac, chi ndi di noi lai rang
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hém nay la th Ba va ching con muon dén day? Con va Natty chit ai!
Chinh la chung con!”

“B0 rat cam on cac con,” Daniel néi. “Moi chuyén dién ra that t6t dep.”
“Con biét chac sé nhu thé ma.”

“0, con,” Daniel néi vGi con trai mét cach trich thugng. “Con la tré con.
Va ai ciing biét kha nang lac quan va tha thi¢ ctia tré con gan nhw vo han.”

“B6 me that may man!” Christopher tréu bo.

“Pung thé,” Daniel tan thanh. Lic nay, anh thyc si cam thdy biét on cac
con.

Trong phong khach, Natty dang cho anh. Co bé nhay nho nhay nhao trén
x0 pha, van 6m khu khw céi ti quy gia ctia minh.

“Con ¢06 gi trong d6 thé?” Daniel héi. C6 bé ty hao 16i ra tai san quy gia
nhat ctia minh. D6 1a cudn truyén tranh Dong séng Phdng Ildng.

“Tlr gio con sé dé né ¢ day,” cd bé nghiém tidc tuyén bs. “O day, trong
ngoi nha nay.”

“Con da chon mot ngay that dep dé ra quyét dinh nay, Natalie a,” Daniel
néi vdi con gai bang giong nghiém tic khong kém. “B6 sé stra cai gia sach
ngay chiéu nay.”

Anh ngoi 1én ghé x6 pha, gitta Natalie va Lydia.

“Cac con c6 thé nga ¢ day,” anh néi. “Cac con c6 mudn vay khéng?”
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“Co a,” Christopher lap tic tra 10i. “Chac chan r6i.”

Lydia suy nghi mot lat.

“Con nghi con sé & lai,” con bé vira n6i vira kéo chan 1én dén cam.
“Vang, con nghi vay. Nhung b6 bado me 1a con van vui vé vé nha néu chang
may me c6 thay doi y kién, bo nhé.”

“Con sé ¢ lai,” Natalie néi. “Néu chi Lydia ¢ lai.”

“To6t r6i!” Daniel noéi, v6i tay lay quyén truyén. “Dong séng Phdng
Idng.” Natalie tréo 1én long b6 con Christopher ng6i vao ché con bé va yén
lang nghich chiéc may tinh bé tui, gid vo khong nghe thay gi. Lydia khong

ngai ngan ric sau vao chan dé lang nghe cau chuyén cti rich.

“Hang trdm nguoi da di tim Dong song Phdng Idng,” Daniel bat dau doc.
“Nudc song...”

Ngoai sanh, dién thoai bat dau reo. Bon tré bong tré nén cang thang.

“B0 sé nghe may!” Daniel néi r6i ditng day. Anh buéc ra khoi phong va
déng sam canh ctra phia sau Iwng. Anh nhic 6ng nghe. La Miranda.

“T6i nghe day,” anh n6i day canh giac. “Co mudn dwa ching vé a?”
“O, khong!” b gat di. “Daniel, t6i vira vé dén nha va...”
Giong anh dm lai.

“Sao vay? Co noi di, Miranda. Co chuyén gi vay?
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“DP6 la Hetty. T6i vira buwdc vao nha da thdy né nam nga ra trong long,
hai chan...” C6 ngirng lai, roi néi tiép: “Oi, n6 chét roi.”

“T6i rat tiéc,” Daniel néi. “Chuyén nay lam c6 thady hodng sg lam ha?”

“Khong,” Miranda dap. “Nhung toi thay that phién phtc.”

Daniel cé thé nghe tiéng co thd dai bén kia dau day.

“Daniel, anh cé thé gitp t6i khong? Pugc khong? Anh sé néi vdi bon tré
chit? Y t6i 13, anh hiéu t6i ma.” C6 lai thé dai. “Nhitng chuyén nhw thé nay
qua thyc toi cha biét n6i vdi bon tré thé nao. Nhin bon tré khéc va nghich
may thit bia md bira bon, kiéu kiéu nhw thé, 1a t6i khong chiu duogc. Y t6i
13, du sao thi né ciing chi 1a con chim cit théi ma. N6 cling gia r6i.”

Daniel nhin 1én tran nha cwoi toe.

“Miranda tot bung!” anh néi, nh¢ lai diéu gi da khién anh cau hon c6 lic
dau. “Pay mdi dung la co gai cua t6i!”

“Anh noi gi ca?”

“Khong c6 gi. Y toi la co0 hoan toan dung. N6 chi la mot con chim cut
thoi ma.”

“Nhung vGi Christopher thi khong phai thé.”
“U, v6i n6 thi khong.”
“Vay, anh sé n6i v&i con nhé? Toi nho anh cd ddy. Nhitng viéc nhu thé

nay thi anh giéi hon t6i rat nhiéu.”
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“T6i sé no6i vGi con,” Daniel dong y. “Mai t6i sé ndi vGi nd.”

“T6i nghi t6t nhat la nhu thé. Dé dén mai hang ndi. Hom nay ching ta da
c6 qua nhiéu chuyén r6i.”

“T6i nhd r6i.” Anh chuyén chu dé. “Bay gio hdy nghe t6i, Miranda. Mai
c6 phdi di cong tac xa. Hay phu céi khan cii vao long chim, dé trong tang
ham va quén né di. Ngay mai, toi sé€ gidi quyét moi viéc.”

“Pugc réi.” Im lang mot chut réi ¢6 noéi: “Bon tré sé & lai cho anh chi?”

“U,” Daniel néi. “Lydia hoi do dy. T6i nghi t6i nay con bé muén & véi

»

co...
“6"’
Giong 6 c6 vé hai long va nhe nhom phan nao.

“Nhung con bé van con hoi doi, nén cudi cung né nghi nén & lai, trit phi
co thay do6i y kién va muén dwa né ve.”

“Khong, toi khong thay doi dau. Toi nghi toi sé di uéng chut gi do véi
Sam va sé vé ngua sém.”

“Vay la tot r6i,” Daniel n6i. “C6 khong can tim ngudi trong tré.”

“Va anh cling khong cam thdy c6 don sau cai chét buén ba cta ba ban
Doubtfire.”

Ca hai cung cudi 16n roi gac may.
Bon tré nhin anh di vao v6i nu cwdi van nd trén moi.
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“Ai thé bo?”
“Me cac con.”
“That a? Me mudn gi a?”

“Chi la tan gau thoi!” Daniel tra 10i. “Khong c6 gi quan trong dau.
Chung ta doc dén dau roi, Natty?”

Co0 bé bat bo doc lai tir dau. Anh mé phan dau cuon sach. Ngay trang dau
tién hién lIén hinh anh mo6t dong song nuwdc xanh biéc. Nhitng cay liéu
duyén dang nghiéng minh soi béng xudéng dong séng. Doc bo song la
nhitng can nha nhé mau sac twoi vui. Trén bau trdi trong xanh, dan én dang
chao luon.

“Hang trdm nguoi da di tim Dong séng Phdng ldng,” Daniel doc. “Nuéc
séng ém d va phdng ldng nhu guong. Ai uéng nudc séng ciing cdm thdy
thdt yén binh. Nhitng gia dinh séng bén canh Dong séng Phdng ldng khong
bao gio cdi nhau...”

Anh khong céan doc tiép cling biét dién bién cau chuyén. Anh da thudc

long toan bd cau chuyén. Anh chgt ngwdc mat 1én va thay hai divra con 16n
cua minh dang cuoi toe toét v4i nhau.

Ptta con Ut cia anh dang siét chat ban tay anh.

4
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Nguyén van: empire - dé ché, emporium - cong ty. Empire hoi giong
v6i emporium nén Daniel c6 tinh n6éi chéch véi y cham choc.
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