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MO DAU

Bai dang trén td Southern Evening Herald, so ra thang Giéng, 1988.

25 nam tu giam cho t¢i ac man r¢

HOm qua, tai Toa an T6i cao thanh phd Winchester, Olive Martin 23 tudi,
song tai s6 22 duong Leven, Dawlington, bi két toi sat hai dd man me va em
gai, vGi mirc 4an dé nghi 1a 25 nam tu giam. Tham phan goi Martin la “mot
con quai vat vo nhan tinh”, va cho rang khong gi c6 thé bao chita cho hanh
dong tan bao bi cdo da gay ra do6i vGi hai ngudi phu nit khong cé kha nang
ti vé. Con gai giét me dé la toi ac ghé tdm nhat va phai chiu hinh phat
nghiém khac nhat ma luat phap c6 thé ban hanh. Chi em rudt sat hai nhau
cling tan ac khong kém. Ong néi tiép, “Viéc chit xac cac nan nhan 1 hanh
dong bang bé man rg, khong thé dung thit, va dugc xép vao dién toi ac tay
troi trong ho so toi pham.” Martin khong biéu 16 chit cdm xtc nao khi toa
tuyeén an.
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Mat bang tang trét ng6i nha s6 22 dwong Leven, Dawlington, thanh pho
Southampton, vao thoi diém xdy ra vu giét ngwdi. Do chu nhan hién tai vé
lai cho c6 Rosalind Leigh.
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Chang thé nhin c6 ta budc di ma khong rung minh ghé tdm. Trong c6 ta nhw
mot bie tranh da kich. Chéan tay va dau tho ra mot cach 16 bich nhw thé chi
la nhitng phan phu nhé xiu dugc gan thém vao tdm than do s§. Pam téc
vang xin, mong quet va bét dinh vao da dau. Cac mang moc den vi mo hoi
lan rong dudi nach. R6 rang ngay di lai cling 1a mot sy hanh xac. Co ta lé t6i
tredc bang ma trong ban chan, hai bap chan bi day sang hai bén vi phan luc
gitta hai bap dui khong 16, khién than hinh bap bénh nhw sap nga. Ting ctr
dong, du la nhé nhat cling khién thé vai cang ra, chi chyc rach toac. Duong
nhw c6 ta chang c6 1dy mot diém wa nhin nao dé bu lai nhitng khiém khuyét
qua 16n d6. Ngay ca d6i mat xanh lam sau tham ciing tré nén bé ti hin vi bi
nhitng ngdn md& béo nhéo trang béch nuot mat.

La lung la sau bao nhiéu lau, c6 ta van khién ngwoi khac phai to mo. Ho
nhin c6 ta 1é bwdc xudng hanh lang nhw thé mdi gap lan dau dau ngay nao
canh twgng ay cling dién ra. Diéu gi khién ho cham chd dén thé? Than hinh
ngoai cd ctia nguwoi dan ba cao xdp xi 180 phan va nang ngét nghét 165 can?
Tai ti€éng cta c6 ta? Hay vi thay ghé tdm? Khong mot ai cwdi. Hau hét moi
ngwoi déu binh than quan sat khi ¢6 ta di qua, c6 1€ vi ho s¢ khién c6 ta chd
y tdi minh. C6 ta da chat xac me va em gai minh thanh nhiéu manh nho, réi
sap x€p lai thanh mot bitc tranh tritu twgng day mau me trén san bép. Chang
may nguwoi nhin co6 ta ma lai khong nghi dén diéu do. Xét dén tinh chat man
rg cua toi ac nay, cong thém noi am anh tir dang hinh uc ich tho kéch ctua c6
ta doi vdi nhitng nguwdi c6 mat tai phién toa, co ta da phai nhan mirc an dé
nghi t0i thiéu la 25 nam tu giam. Piéu khién 0 ta di thwdng, ngoai tdi ac da
gay ra, la viéc c6 ta tw nhan t6i va tir choi mai luat sw bién ho.

Trong tu, c6 ta dwoc biét dén véi cai tén Ké nan sap. Con tén that la Olive
Martin.
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Rosalind Leigh lua Iudi trong khoang miéng khi ditng doi triéc ctra phong
tham ti. No6i ghé tdm lap titc ap tdi, nhw thé t6i 4c ctia Olive da lan toa trong
khong khi va cham dén c6. Chta oi, minh khéng thé vugt qua dugc chuyén
nay. Suy nghi ay rung 1én mot hoi chuong bao dong trong tam tri c6. Nhung
tat nhién, c6 van phai lam diéu can lam, khong con sy Iwra chon nao khac.
Nhitng canh cong kién c6 ctia nha tu khoa c6 lai phia trong, cling can mat
chang khac nao giam gitt dam tu nhan. Co ép ban tay run ray vao dui, noi
nhitng thé co cling dang cang lén mat kiém soat. Cé chang mang theo gi
ngoai chiéc cap tap trong khong, mt minh chitng ré rang cho sy thiéu chuan
bi treéc budi gdp go nay. Va néu biét noi, han n6 dang la hét ché nhao co
khi tw huyén hodac minh mdgt cach vo can cif rang cudc néi chuyén végi Olive
cling sé dién ra su6n sé nhw moi cudc noéi chuyén khac. Chwa khi nao, dau
chi 1a trong khoanh khac, c6 lai cAm nhan r6é rang mot noi so hai cé thé
khién 6c sang tao ctia co6 ngung tré nhw bay gio.

Lizzie Borden* cam riu chém me minh bon muoi nhdt. Nhdn ra nhitng gi
minh vitta lam, c6 ta chém tiép 6ng b6 b6n muwoi mét nhdt.

Poan doc thoai ctt tua di tua lai trong dau c6, lap lai khong biét bao nhiéu
lan. Olive Martin cam riu chém me minh bon muoi nhdt. Nhdn ra nhitng gi
minh vira lam, c6 ta chém tiép em gdi b6n muoi mét nhdt...

Roz bwdc vao phong, c6 ndan ra mot nu cwdi, “Xin chao Olive. Toi la
Rosalind Leigh, rat vui khi cu6i cung ciing dugc gap co6.” Co gio tay ra, bat
lay ban tay d6i phwong mdot cach than tinh, tham hi vong viéc bay té thién
chi sé gitup c6 ché ngy mo6i 4c cdm cta minh. Olive chi cham tay lay e,
nhitng ngon tay ho hitng lwét qua, “Cam on.” Roz noi vdi giam thi trai giam
dang ding canh d6 bang giong cing céi, “Tw day toi c6 thé ty lo dugc.
Chung t6i da dugc giam doc cho phép noéi chuyén trong vong mot tiéng.”
Lizzie Borden cam riu... N6i véi 4 1a may doi y roi di. Olive Martin cam riu
va chém me minh bén muoi nhdt... Minh khong thé vuot qua dugc mat.

Ngudi phu nit mac dong phuc nhun vai, “Pugc théi,” doan tha chiéc ghé
han bang kim loai ndy gio van ho hitng xach theo xuéng san, dé né dwa vao
dau go6i minh. “Co sé can cai nay. Moi thit khac déu sé gay vun ngay ldc c6
ta dat mong 1én.” Nt gidm thi mim cuwdi hoa nha. Qua 1a mot phu ni quyén
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ri! “Nam ngodi co ta mac ket vao mot cai toilet chét tiét va phai can dén bon
ngwoi dan 6ng mai 16i dugce ra ngoai day. Minh c¢6 sé chang thé nao nhac noi
coO ta lén dau.”

Roz chat vat van cai ghé qua 6 ctta. C6 cam thay minh dang & thé bat lgi,
nhu mot nguwoi ¢ gitta hai ngwoi ban va bi ép phai chon theo phe nao. Nhung
Olive da ham doa c6 theo cach ma a giam thi kia khong bao gio lam dugc.

“T6i sé str dung may ghi am trong qua trinh tham van.” Co6 noi, su lo lang
khién c6 cOc can nhan tirng chit mot. “Giam doc da phé duyét. T6i tin thé
nay la 6n thoa r6i.”

Mot thoang im lang. Nt giam thi nhwdng may, “Néu ¢6 ndi vay thi duoc
thoi. Han ai d6 da phai lao tam kho t dé c6 dugc sy dong y cia Ké nan sap
day ma. Néu c6 bat ki van dé gi, vi du nhu, c6 ta phan tng bao lyc...” Co6 a
lam diéu bo dwa ngoén tay xoet qua c6 hong truedc khi gd go 1én tam kinh
trong suot lap canh ctra ra vao, ma qua dé nhan vién an ninh cé thé nhin ro
toan canh can phong tir bén ngoai. “... thi dap vao ctra so. Tat nhién, trong
truong hop co ta dé ¢6 lam thé.” A cuwdi mét, “T6i hi vong c6 da doc ndi
quy. Khong duwgce phép mang bat ¢t thit gi vao cho pham nhan, cling khéng
dwgc mang bat cit thit gi ra ngoai. Co ta c6 thé hit thudc cua c6 trong qua
trinh tham van, nhung khéng dwgc mang vé phong giam. Co khong duogc
chuyén tin cho c0 ta, bat luan la ngwdi khac tuon tin vao hay c6 ta truyén tin
ra ma khéng c6 1énh ctia giam doc. Néu nghi ngo diéu gi, co c6 thé bao lai
cho mot trong cac nhan vién an ninh. R réi chi?”

b6 quy cai, Roz gian dit nghi tham. “Vang, cdm on.” Nhung that ra cam
xUc cda c6 lic nay r6 rang khong phai cau gian, ma la sg hai. No6i s¢g bi nhot
lai trong khong gian co lap, phdi doi dién véi mot sinh vat gém ghiéc boc
mui hoi ham dang trung ra gwong mat hup hip kéch cdm va vo cam.

“T6t.” A gidm thi buwdc ra ngoai, nhdy mét 16 lidu véi mot dong nghiép.

Roz nhin chdam cham theo bong lwng &. Co than trong chon chiéc ghé & xa
ctra nhat, nhw mot cach dé tuyén bé minh da ty tin. Chét tiét, c6 qua lo lang,
co can thém chut thoi gian.

Y twdng vé cudn sach duge nha xuat ban dwa ra nhw mot t6i hau thu.
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“Nha xuat ban dang dinh bo roi cau ddy, Roz a. Chinh x4c 6ng ta da noi thé
nay: ‘Co ta c6 mét tuan dé chitng minh nang lyc va mang vé thi gi do co thé
ban dwgc. Néu khong, toi sé loai co ta ra khoi danh sach.” Va mdc du minh
khong muoén lam ciu xau ho thém, nhwng néu la minh thi cling chang thé
lam khac dugce.” Guwong mat Iris diu di doi chat. Co cdm thdy nhiéc méc
Roz cling giong nhw ty dam dau vao bitc twong gach, chi t6 khién minh dau
dén va hoan toan chang duwgc tich sy gi. D6i khi ¢6 nghi, c6 biét minh la
nguwoi ban than nhat cia Roz, hay néi diung hon la ngwdi ban duy nhdt. Tam
rao chan day thép gai ma Roz ti dyng lén quanh minh da can lai tat thay
moi ngwoi, trir ké kién dinh nhat. Tham chi, dao nay moi ngwdi con hiém khi
héi tham c6 dy. Nén tiéng thd dai, Iris danh bao néi, “Nghe nay, ban than
mén, cau khong thé cit nhw thé mai dau. Béng ctra ty nhot minh réi t € sau
nao that chang t6t chit nao. Cau da suy nghi vé nhitng diéu lan treéc minh
goi y chua?”

Roz chang hé lang nghe, “Minh xin 16i,” c6 1am bam, d6i mat v6 hon that
khién nguoi ta phat dién. Co thay vé cau gat trén gwong mat Iris va co ép
minh phai tap trung. C6 nghi, Iris lai “lén 16p” nita r6i. C6 diéu Roz ban
khoan, thuc sy thi tai sao co ay lai phién long co chit? Qua quan tam dén
chuyén ctia ngwoi khac chi cang khién ca c6 ay lan nguai kia déu thay kiét
stc ma thoi.

“Cau da lién lac vdi bac si tdm ly minh gi6i thiéu chwa?” Iris hoi thang.

“Khong, chang can thiét. Minh 6n.” C6 ngam nhin guwong mat trang diém
khong chut ti vét, va chang hé thay doi la bao trong su6t mwdi lam nam qua
ctia ban minh. Ai dé da tirng néi véi Iris Fielding rang co 4y giong hét
Elizabeth Taylor trong phim Ni¥ hodng Cleopatra. “Mot tuan gap qua,” Roz
phan bac, am chi t&i nha xuat ban, “Bao 6ng ta cho minh mét thang di.”

Iris bung m&t mau gidy sang phia bén kia ban, “Minh chi e la cau hét dat
dién roi. Ong ta tham chi con ching thém cho cdu chon chu dé. Ong ta muén
Olive Martin. Day la tén va dia chi cta luat s c6 van trong vu dé. Tim hiéu
xem tai sao cO ta khong dugc chuyén dén Broadmoor hay Rampton*. Tai
sao c6 ta tir choi bién ho. Va diéu gi da khién c6 ta nhan t6i ngay tir dau.
Han phai c6 uan khic gi d6.” Nhin hang 16ng may nhiu chat ctia Roz, Iris
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nhtn vai, “Minh biét. Pay khéng phai cha dé cau thich, nhwng chinh cau da
tw ddy minh vao tinh thé hién tai. Minh da thiic giuc cau may thang rong chi
dé cho ra mot cai dan y ma khoéng duwgc. Gio cdu phdi viét vé cha dé nay
hodc gac but luon cho roéi. Néi that véi cau, minh nghi 6ng ta co tinh lam
thé. Néu cau viét, thi sach sé ban dugc. Con néu cau tir choi vi do chi la xu
hwéng giat tit don thuan, ong ta sé tim dwgc cai cd hoan hao dé cho cau rét
dai.”

Phan tng cia Roz khién Iris hét sitc ngac nhién. “Pugc thdi,” Roz binh
than dap, cam 1dy mau gidy va nhét vao tii xach.

“Minh ct¢ nghi cau sé tit chdi co.”

“Tai sao?”

“B@i cai cach may to bao la cai da giat tit chuyén xay ra véi cau.”

Roz nhin vai, “Cé 1€ gio la Iic ai dé can day ho cach viét vé bi kich cua
con nguwoi vdi long tw trong.” Tat nhién, co sé khong viét vé chuyén do,
ding hon 1a c6 chang cé y dinh viét vé bat ctt diéu gi nita ca, nhung c6 nd
nu cwoi khich 1€ vai Iris, “Minh chwa gdp mot nit sat nhan bao gio.”

Don xin vao tham Olive Martin vi muc dich nghién cttu cua Roz dugc giam
doc trai giam chuyén tGi B6 No6i vu. Phai mat vai tuan c6 méi nhan dugc
mot 1a thw chap thudn vdi 101 1é mién cudng, gii tdi tir mot vién chitc. Du
Martin da chap nhan gap, nhung c6 ta van c6 quyén rut lai théa thuan dy bat
ct khi nao ma khéng can ly do ciing nhv khong bi truy ciu trdch nhiém.
Trong thw cling nhan manh, nhitng chuyén viéng tham chi dugc théng qua
trén co s& khong vi pham bat c ndi quy nao cua trai giam, rang y kién cta
giam doc la quyét dinh cudi cung trong moi truong hgp, va rang co Leigh sé
phéi chiu trach nhiém phap ly véi moi hanh vi vi pham quy dinh cta trai
giam.

Roz thdy kho long nhin thang vao Olive. L6i cw xt lich su va vé xau xi
ctia cO ta da ngan Roz nhin cham cham vao guwong mat quai di bén bet va
ngay do dy. Anh mét ctia Roz ct trugt qua ¢6 ta nhu thé miéng bo truwot khéi
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ct khoai tdy nwéng. Vé phan Olive, c6 ta nhin Roz v6i vé thém khat. Anh
mat day ma lwc khong hé c6 y cam can nguwdi doi dién nhin thang vao minh,
ma ngugc lai, con giong nhw khuyén khich goi mai. Dau sao, Roz ciing la
mot diéu méi mé. Olive hiém khi cé khach tham, dac biét la nhitng nguoi
dén ma khong dem theo nhiét tam truyén giao.

Khi Olive da ngoi dugc xuong sau mot hoi chat vat, Roz ra hiéu vé phia
may ghi am, “Néu c6 con nhd, tdi da nhac dén trong la thu thit hai cia minh
rang to6i mudn ghi am cudc néi chuyén cua ching ta. Téi doan c6 da dong y
roi nén giam doc trai giam mdi cho phép nhw vay.” Co 1én giong hoi cao
qua.

Olive nhun vai té y bang long.

“Vay la c6 khong phan doi gi diung khong?”

Lac dau.

“Tot. Gio t6i sé bat may. Thoi gian, Thit Hai, ngay 12 thang Tw. Trao doi
v6i Olive Martin.” C6 nham lai trong dau danh sach nhitng cau hoi qua v so
sai cia minh.

“Hay bat dau véi cac thong tin co ban. C6 sinh nam nao?”

Khong tra 10i.

Roz nhin 1én va mim cwoi khich 1€, nhung chi nhan vé cai nhin cham
chim khong chdp mit tir phia ngudi déi dién. C6 noéi tiép, “Om, téi nghi
minh biét nhitng thong tin nay réi. Dé xem nao. Ngay mung 8 thang Chin,
nam 1964, nghia la gio c6 28 tudi. Bung chit?”

Khong hoi dap.

“Va c6 sinh tai bénh vién trung wong Southampton, la con gai dau long
ctia vo chong Gwen va Robert Martin. Duwéi c6 con mot em gai, Amber, nhé
hon c6 hai tudi, sinh ngay 15 thang Bdy, nam 1966. C6 c6 thay vui khi c6
em gai khong? Hay c0 thich em trai hon?”

Im lang.

Lan nay Roz khong ngang 1én nita. Co6 c6 thé cdm thay sitc nang tir anh
mat dang hwéng vé minh ctia ngwdi phu nit kia, “B0 me ¢6 ¢6 vé thich cac
sac mau ddy nhi? T6i ban khoan khong biét néu Amber la con trai thi b6 me
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cO sé dat tén la gi?” Co danh bao cuoi khuc khich, “Red? Hay Ginger*? Co
16 em bé la con gai thi t6t hon.” Nghe chinh minh ddc thoai that chang dé
chiu gi. Chét tiét, sao minh lgi déng y chuyén qudi quy nay chi¥! Bung c6
qudn lai.

Mot ngén tay muip mip vwon ra va tat may ghi am. Roz kinh hai nhin
theo, bat dong nhw bi thoi mién, “Khéng can phai sg hai thé dau,” mdt giong
néi tram, diém dam dén bat ngo dot ngot cat 1én. “Co Henderson chi muon
tréu chi thoi. Ho déu biét rang t6i hoan toan v6 hai. Néu khong han t6i da bi
téng vao Broadmoor ro6i.” Am thanh kho khé la lung ving lén trong gian
phong. Roz ban khoan phai chang dé la mot diéu cwoi? Ngon tay ¢o ta van
chan chit & may nut cong tac cia may ghi am. “Chi thdy do, moi khi mudn
phan déi diéu gi, t6i van cu x* nhw nhitng nguwdi binh thuwong. Tic 1a t6i thé
hién né ra. Ngon tay di chuyén téi nit Record va nhe nhang nhdn xudng.
“Néu Amber la con trai thi han b6 me t6i sé dat tén n6 la Jeremy, theo tén
ciia 6ng ngoai t6i. Mau sac chang lién quan gi cd. That ra, Amber cé tén
thanh la Alison. T6i goi con bé la Amber vi hoi hai tudi, t6i khong thé uén
lwGi phat am ‘1’ hay ‘s’ dugc. Cai tén dy cling hop vGi con bé. N6 c6 bo téc
tuyét dep, vang nhv mat ong, va khi 16n lén, n6é chi thwa khi duge goi la
Amber, con khi goi la Alison thi khong. Con bé rat dang yéu.”

Roz dgi mot chat dé dam bao da kiém soat dwgc giong ctia minh ro6i cat
tiéng, “T6i xin 16i.”

“Khong sao dau. To6i da quen véi thai do ay roi. Luc dau ai cling sg ca.”

“Nhu thé c6 khién c¢6 buén khong?”

Vé hao hitng thoang qua khién phan m& quanh mat c6 ta nhan rum lai,
“Néu la chi thi chi c6 buén khéng?”

“Co.”

“U, thé ddy. Chi c6 thudc 14 khong?”

“Chac roi.” Roz lay bao thudc con nguyén tir cap tap ra va day n6é qua ban
cung mot bao diém. “Ci ty nhién nhé. T6i khong hit thuoce.”

“Néu ¢ tu thi chi ciling sé hut thoi. Trong nay ai ciing hit cad.” C6 ta vung
vé m& bao thu6c roi cham mot diéu, thd phao man nguyén, “Chi bao nhiéu
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tudi?”

“T6i nam nay 36.”

“Lay chong chwa?”

“Ly di r6i.”

“Con cai thi sao?”

Roz lac dau, “T6i khong phai mau phu nit thich hgp dé lam me.” “C6 phai
vi thé nén chi mdi ly hon khong?”

“Co 1& vay. Toi thdy hitng thd vdi cong viéc hon. Ching t6i thuan tinh ré
theo hai 16i di riéng.” That nuwc cuwdoi khi phai c6 kim nén noi dau triedc mat
Olive. Nhung van dé & cho, mét 16i néi doi sé tré thanh sy that néu dwgc
nhac di nhac lai da nhiéu. No6i dau chi thinh thodng m&i doi vé, trong vai
phtt gidy thic tinh la lung va mat phvong huéng nhu thé nay, khi ma cé ci
ngd minh van dang & nha v6i mot co thé am ndng trong vong tay, dé dugc
om ap, dugc yéu thwong, va dugce cuwdi dua.

Olive nha mot vong khoi vao khoang khong, “Toi cling tirng thich tré con.
T6i tirng c6 thai mot 1an, nhung me t6i thuyét phuc t6i di pha. Gid toi wéc
minh da khong lam thé. T6i ludn ty héi khong biét diva bé 1a trai hay gai.
Thinh thoang t6i van mo thdy nd.” Co ta ngudc lén tran nha moét ldc, doi
theo lan khéi thu6c lo ltng tan ra, “T6i nghiép mam séng bé nho dy. Mot
phu nit trong nay ké vdi toi rang, nhitng bao thai nhw thé sé bi rita troi hét
xuong bon rita sau khi dwgce hit ra khoi nguwai thai phu.”

Roz nhin d6i m6i dai by mit chat dau diéu thuoc bé xiu w6t nhep va nghi
vé nhitng bao thai bi hut ra khoi da con. “Gio t6i méi nghe day.”

“Vé chuyén bon rira 4?”

“Khong. Vé chuyén c6 da tirng pha thai.”

Guong mat Olive van diém tinh, “Chi c6 biét gi vé t6i khong?”

“Khong nhiéu lam.”

“Chi da hoi ai?”

“Luat s cua co.”
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Lai mot tiéng kho khée rung 1én tir trong 16ng nguc co ta, “T6i con chang
biét la minh c6 luat sw day.”

“Peter Crew,” Roz cau may, 10i mot 1a thu ra khoi cdp tap.

“A, 1a dng ta.” Olive khinh khinh dép, va néi véi ac ¥ khong gidu giém.
“Ong ta that dang tém.”

“Trong nay ong ta nhan minh la luat sw cua c6.”

“Vay sao? Chinh quyén noéi ho sé lo van dé dé. Toi chang nghe duogc tin
tic gi tr 6ng ta da bon nam roi. T6i bao 6ng ta cuén xéo di khi 6ng ta bat
ngo xudt hién cung y twéng xuat than la léo lai lam sao dé t6i c6 mot suat &
Broadmoor. Pung 1a d6 quy tha ma bit. Ong ta khong wa t6i. Chéc ong ta sé
swéng vai té néu xin duwgc chitng nhan mac bénh tam than cho t6i.”

“Ong ta néi...” Roz vo thitc doc 1wét qua 14 thw, “A, ding 10i, & day...
‘Dang tiéc, Olive khong hiéu dugc rang viéc bién ho dé giam toi véGi 1y do
khong du nang lyc trach nhiém hinh sy sé dam bao cho c6 dy co hoi nhan
dugc sy trg gidp tai mot bénh vién tdm than duwgc bao vé nghiém ngat. Theo
do, co dy sé dugce tha ty do dé hoa nhap cong dong sau to6i da mudi lam nam
chita tri. RG rang la...”” C6 dot nhién ngirng lai. M6 hoi tiia ra w6t dam lung.
Néu co bat ki van dé gi, vi du nhu, c6 ta phdn trng bao luvc... Cé phai co da
hoan toan loan tri r6i khong? C6 mim cwdi yéu 6t, “That long ma noi, phan
con lai khong lién quan lam.”

“‘R0 rang Olive bi roi loan tam than, c6 thé dén ngwdng hoang twdng
hodc thai nhan cach.” C6 phdi trong thu viét thé khong?” Olive dui mau
thudc 1a dang chay dé l1én mat ban r6i 1y mot diéu khac ra khoi bao, “Toi
khong néi minh khong thay hap dan trude dé nghi ay. Néu toi c6 thé thuyét
phuc boi tham doan rang minh bi mat tri tam thdi khi viéc dé xdy ra, han gio
toi da dwoc tw do roi. Chi da xem bao cao tam ly cua t6i chwa?”

Roz lac dau.

“Ngoai viéc thém an lién tuc dwgce coi la bat binh thwong ma mot bac si
tam ly da goi la ‘hdi chitng ngwgc dai ban than’, thi t6i dwgc xép vao nhom
binh thwong.” Olive thich thud thoi tat que diém, “Bat ké tiw ‘binh thwong’
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dwgc dinh nghia thé nao di nita, thi chi van sé dugc xép vao nhém tam ly
binh thuong du xem chirng phdi chiu nhiéu &c ché tinh than hon t6i.”

“T6i khong biét.” Roz trd 16i. Co hoan toan bi mé hodc, “T6i chwa bao gio
dwgc kiém tra tam ly”. Toi qud s¢ hdi trirdc nhitng gi ho co thé tim ra.

“Chi sé quen v6i né néu & mét noi nhw thé nay. Téi doan ho lam vay dé
khoi quén nghé va c6 1é néi chuyén vdi mot ké-da-chém-me-minh thi sé vui
hon mé6t bénh nhan tram cdm gia nua chan ngat. T6i da tirng bi nam bac si
tam ly khac nhau hanh ha. Ho say mé chan doan va phan loai, vi nhw thé sé
dé dang xac dinh xem can phai lam gi v&i chung t6i. T6i khién ho phai dau
dau. Tam than binh thwong nhung hanh vi nguy hiém, vay dé téi & dau bay
gio? Tu giam long tat nhién khong thé dwoc vi tdi c6 thé tron trai va gy an
lan nita. Dw luan han sé khong thich vay dau.”

Roz gio 1a thw 1én, “C6 n6i minh cling thay hap dan tridc dé nghi do6. Vay
sao c6 lai khong dong y lam theo dé duwgc tha tw do s6m hon?”

Olive khong tra 10i ngay ma duwa tay vudt phang chi€c 4o nhan nhiim cua
minh qua dui, “Chung ta dwa ra lya chon. Khong phai luc nao ciing la lya
chon sang su6t, nhwng mét khi da quyét dinh, chiing ta phdi séng cung vGi
nd. Trwdc khi dén day, t6i ting rat ngu dot. Nhung gio thi khon lanh hon
nhiéu r6i.” Co ta rit mot hoi thuoc day phoi. “Béc si tam ly, canh sat, giam
thi trai giam, tham phan, ho déu tir mot khuon ra ca. Ho déu la tay sai cna
chinh quyén, v&i toan quyén kiém soat cudc doi tdi. S€ thé nao néu to6i nhan
la thiéu nang luc trach nhiém hinh sy dé giam t0i, va ro6i ho lai bién ly do
rang co gai nay sé chang thé nao kha lén dugc dau, nén quyét dinh nhot t6i
vao trai tam than va ném chia khéa di? Véi t6i, 25 nam gitta nhitng nguoi
binh thuwdng con hap dan nhiéu so vdi viéc song ca doi véi nhitng ké dién.”

“Thé bay gio c6 nghi sao?”

“Chj biét ma, phai khong? O nha til ndy ciing dén tiép mot s6 ké dién thuc
su trwdc khi ho duge chuyén di. Ho ciing khong té 1am dau. Hau hét bon ho
c6 thé thay duge khia canh hai hwdc cta van dé.” Co ta dung dau mau thudc
14 thi hai canh cai dau tién. “Va toi sé néi cho chi thém diéu nay nita, ngwoi
dién it do xét va chi trich hon nhitng ké binh thwong. Néu c6 ngoai hinh
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giong toi, chi sé cam kich viéc d6 1am ddy.” Co ta cham chu quan st Roz
qua hang mi lwa thra mau vang hoe. “No6i vay khong cé nghia rang néu
tredc day toi hiéu rd co ché nay nhu bay gid thi toi da bién ho khac di. T6i
van nghi sé that sai trai khi khai rang minh khong biét minh da lam gi trong
khi ban than hoan toan y thirc dugc diéu do.”

Roz khong binh luan. Sé phai noi sao v6i mot phu nit da chat xac me va
em gai roi lai binh tinh giang giai dao ly trudc dé nghi dwgc mién giam toi
trang co chu?

Olive cwoi khuc khich khi nhan ra suy nghi cta Roz, “Viéc d6 c6 y nghia
v&i t6i. Xét trén tiéu chuadn dao ditc ctia riéng minh thi t6i khong lam diéu gi
sai trai ca. Chi la véi luat phap va véi nhitng tiéu chuan do xa hdi dat ra, thi
toi la ké toi do.”

RO rang c6 hoi hwdng kinh thanh trong vé cudi cung, va Roz nhé ra hdm
nay la thit Hai sau 1é Phuc sinh. “C6 c6 tin vao Chuia khong?”

“Khong. T6i la ngwoi vo than. Tai tin vao sttc manh cta ty nhién. Vi nhw
ton tho mat trdi thi con chap nhan dwgc, chit ton thd mot thue thé vé hinh thi
khong.”

“Thé Chua Jesus thi sao? Nguwoi khong v6 hinh.”

“Nhung 6ng ta ciing khong phai 1a Chiia.” Olive nhiin vai, “Ong ta chi la
mot nha truyén gido, cling giong Billy Graham. Chi c6 tiéu héa noéi thuyét
Chtia ba ngdi khong? Y t6i 13, c6 mot chiia duy nhat hay ca ta 6ng than ba
chida, chang qua chi la két qua cua viéc con ngudi ta giau tri twéng twong
dén dau ma thoi. Du ai néi gi cling vay, t6i chang thay c6 1y do nao dang dé
an murng vu Jesus tai sinh ca.”

Niém tin cia Roz da chét tir 1au, nén c6 c6 thé théng cam véi sw hoai nghi
cta Olive. “Vay, néu t6i hiéu ding thi c6 dang muén noéi rang khong cé diéu
g1 la hoan toan dung hay hoan toan sai ca, chi la su khac biét gitta lvong tam
va luat phap thoi phai khong?”

Olive gat dau.

“Va co6 khong cam thay can rit lwong tam vi ¢6 nghi minh khong lam gi
sai hét.”
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Olive nhin c6 té y tan dong, “Chinh la thé ddy.”

Roz can moi, dam chiéu suy nghi, “Cé nghia la co tin rang me va em gai
c6 dang phdi chét.” C6 chau may. “Néu vay, toi khong hiéu, tai sao c6 lai
khong bién ho tai phién toa?”

“T6i khong c6 gi dé bién ho ca.”

“Do bi xui giuc. Tam than bat 6n. Hay vo y lam chét ngwoi. Chac han ho
da lam gi d6 nén c6 m@&i cdm thdy minh c6 ly do chinh dang dé giét ho chit.”

Olive 14y trong hop ra mot diéu thuoc nita nhwng khong tra 10i.

“Sao nao?”

Olive lai nhin xody vao Roz, lan nay Roz dap trd anh mat do.

“Sao nao?” Co khang khang hai lai.

Bat than, Olive dung mu ban tay dap vao tam kinh ctra s6, “T6i xong roi,
co Henderson.”

Roz kinh ngac nhin c6 ta, “Ching ta con nhitng bon mwoi phit nita ma.”

“T6i da néi du r6i.”

“Xin 10i. R0 rang t6i da lam c6 kho chiu.” Roz ngirtng mét lat, “T6i khong
coy.”

Olive van khong tra 101, chi binh than ng6i dgi téi khi nit giam thi budc
vao. Sau dd, co ta bau chat vao canh ban, dén lyc day vé trwdc va rang sic
nang nguoi day. Piéu thuéc chwa chdm dinh chat vao moéi dudi cta cb ta
nhw thé sgi len. “Tuan tdi téi sé gdp lai chi.” Co ta lén tiéng, nang nhoc di
qua canh cwra va lé budc doc hanh lang. Henderson di phia sau, tay kéo theo
chiéc ghé kim loai.

Roz van ngoi lai vai phut, quan sat ho qua khung ctra s6. Tai sao Olive lai
lan tranh viéc bién ho? Chang hiéu sao Roz cam thay minh da bi ltira. D6 la
mot trong sO rat it cau hoi ma c6 muén nhan dwoc cau tra 10, thé ma...
Giong nhw mot thit nhyra song da nga yén lau ngay vira dugc khudy 1én, ban
tinh td mo ctia c6 bat dau troi day. Chia mdi biét, viéc nay that dién r6. R6
rang co va Olive la hai ké khac xa nhau, nhung co phai thira nhan rang minh
c6 moi day lién hé nao do rat dac biét v4i ngwdi phu nit nay.
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C0 déng cap tap lai ma khong hé biét rang chiéc but chi cia minh da bién
mat.

Iris dé lai mot tin nhan nghe ro6 ca tiéng thd trén may tra 10i tw dong, “Goi va
ké cho minh nghe tat ca nhitng diéu khting khiép vé vu an dé6 xem nao. C6 ta
vo cung kinh tém ding khong? Néu qua that co ta dién va béo nhw lao luat
sw da noi, thi han phai dang s¢ lam. Minh mu6n nghe chi tiét vé vu giét
nguwoi qua di mat. Néu cau khong goi, minh sé tw dén cho cau va hanh cau
mot tran ra tro day...”

Roz rét cho minh mot ly gin pha tonic, tw hdi khong biét s vo duyén cta
Iris la do di truyén hay luyén tdp ma thanh. C6 quay s0. “Minh goi vi nhw
thé con do hon la dé cau dén day. Néu nhin thdy cau vi qua théem thuéng ma
nho dai day lén thdm nha minh thi chac minh phat bénh mat.” Quy ba
Antrobus, con meéo trang hach dich, bo quanh chan c6, khé vay du6i va rén
htt htt. Roz cti xudng, nhady mat v4i n6. Roz va Quy ba Antrobus la ban lau
nam, mot moi quan hé ma Quy ba Antrobus la ké kiém soat con Roz thi phai
chiéu theo. Chang thé nao thuyét phuc dwgc Quy ba Antrobus lam nhitng
diéu ma no6 khéng thich.

“Oi, troi dat. Cau thich 6 ta sao?”

“Cau that gioi khién ngwoi khac byc minh ddy.” Roz nhdap mot ngum
rgu, “Minh khong nghi twr “‘thich’ phu hgp trong treong hgp nay dau.”

“Co0 ta béo dén mitc nao?”

“Cuyec ki phi non. Va chuyén do6 té lam, chit chang buon cwoi dau.”

“C0 ta c6 chiu noi chuyén khong?”

“Cé. Loi 1€ kha thanh that va it nhiéu c6 hiéu biét. Chang giong minh hinh
dung chit nao. Thém nita, rat ding mue.”

“Minh twdng lao luat sw bao c6 ta bi loan than kinh ma.”

“Pung thé. Mai minh sé di gap 6ng ta. Minh muon biét 6ng ta lay y twdng
dé tir dau ra. Theo Olive ndi, c6 t6i nam bac si tdm ly da kham va két luan
cO ta binh thuong.”
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“Co thé 0 ta noi doi.”

“Khong hé. Ngay sau d6, minh da kiém tra lai thong tin cho giam doc trai
giam.” Roz cti xuéng dé 6m Quy ba Antrobus 1én ngyc. Con meéo rén gir g
va liém miii c6. N6 chi vo vit yéu thwong thé thoi. Ki thuce 1a né déi. “Du gi
néu la cau thi minh cling sé khéng qua hing thd véi chuyén nay dau. Olive
c6 thé sé tir choi gap lai minh.”

“Tai sao? Va cai am thanh kinh khung ay la gi vay troi?” Iris héi.

“Quy ba Antrobus.”

“Oi troi dat. Con méo ghé 16 d6.” Iris bi nhang sang chuyén khac, “Tiéng
kéu chang khac nao cau vira cho mdy ong thg xay vao nha stta sang. Cau
dinh lam cai quai gi vdi n6 vay?”

“Yéu thwong né. N6 la diéu duy nhat khién can hé gém ghiéc nay dang dé
quay vé.”

“Cau dién roi.” Iris cé ac cam vai i méo chang kém gi may tén tac gia.
“Ngay tir dau minh da khong thé hiéu tai sao cau lai mudn thué choé dé. Hay
rat tién ly hon roi thué cho nao tir té mot chit di. Ma tai sao Olive lai c6 thé
khong muon gap cau nita?”

“Co ta rat khé doan. Bot nhién noi cau v6i minh va yéu cau tam dirng
bubi néi chuyén.”

Co0 nghe thay tiéng Iris thd dai & dau day bén kia, “Roz, t6i nghiép cau. Hi
vong khong phaéi cau da pha héng vu nay luon r6i.”

Roz cwoi nhan nhé vao 6ng nghe, “Minh khong chac. Gid chi c6 thé cho
xem thé nao thoéi. Minh gac may day. Chao nhé.” C6 khén khéo ctip may,
van kip nghe thdy Iris rit Ién gian di, va di vao bép cho Quy ba Antrobus an.
Khi dién thoai d6 chudng lan nita, c6 cam theo c6c rugu lic ndy vao phong
ngu va bat dau danh may.

Olive cam chiéc but chi lay trdom cua Roz va ddt ngay ngan bén canh bitc
twogng dan ba ndn bang dat sét dung phia sau chiéc ti ngan kéo. D6i méi am
w6t vo thitfc map may, nhay nhay va mat mat lién hoi trong khi doi mat cham
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chi quan sat birc twgng. N6 chi la mot cuc dat sét xam da kho, chwa nung
qua ltra, cling khong duwgc trang men, va tao hinh hét sttc so sai. Nhung
giong nhu mot biéu twgng sinh thye khi tir thoi ki ban so nao dé, nét nit tinh
cta n6 duwge khac hoa rat néi bat. Olive 1ay m6t chiéc but da do r6i can than
to6 phan mai téc, sau d6 doi sang but mau xanh 14, t6 kin phan than trén dé
minh hoa tho so cho chiéc vay xoe lién than chiét eo bang lua ma Roz da
mac.

Nguwdi ngoai nhin vao sé thdy nhitng hanh déng nay kha tré con. Olive bé
bttc twgng bang hai tay nhw bé mot con buip bé nho, khé ngan nga véi né roi
dat vé vi tri cli, gan chiéc but chi van con phang phit mui hwong cuta
Rosalind Leigh, du miii ngwoi khong du nhay cam dé ngti thay.
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2

Van phong cua Peter Crew nam & trung tam Southampton, trén mot con
dwong day dac van phong moi gidi bat dong san. D6 la dau an cua thoi dai,
Roz tham nghi khi buwdc qua may van phong réng rai, nhung vang tanh vang
ngat. Tinh trang suy thoai da phti mot 16p may den chang thé xua tan xudng
toan bo noi nay, cling nhw moi ngéc ngach khac caa nén kinh té.

Peter Crew la mot ngwdi dan ong cao 1énh khénh va khé doan tudi, véi
d6i mat nhat mau, by téc gid vang hoe hat sang mot bén. Con téc that cta
ong ta c6 mau trang nga, nam ep bén dwdi bo toc giad trong khéng khac gi
mot tdm mang ban thiu. Choc chdc, ong ta lai tho mot ngon tay vao dudi bo
toc gid va cao cao da dau. Hau qua tat yéu la khién bo téc gia bi hd hoac ra
mot doan nho thang phia trén mii. Chang khac nao mot con ga to tuwéng
dang dau trén dinh dau 6ng ta. C6 thady dong cam vd&i moi ac cam caa Olive
Martin.

Crew mim cudi, c6 tinh nhéch moi 1én khi c6 dé nghi dwgc ghi am cudc
tro chuyén. “Tly ¢ thdi.” Ong ta dan hai tay vao nhau va dit 1én ban, “Co
Leigh, vay la c6 da gap than chu cua t6i. Co ta thé nao r6i?”

“C0 ta ngac nhién khi biét minh van c6 luat sw c6 van.”

“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Theo 10i Olive, c6 ta khong hé nhan dugc tin tirc gi tir 6ng trong sudt
bon nadm qua. Ong van dang dai dién cho c6 ta ddy chit?”

Ong ta thoang 16 vé béi rdi, nhung hét nhw nu cudi ban ndy, biéu cam ay
chang chan that chit nao, “Troi dat, 1au dén vay sao? Khong thé nao. Chang
phai nam ngoai toi c6 viét thw cho cb ta sao?”

“Ong noi vay thi t6i biét vay, thua 6ng Crew.”

Crew rao bwdc dén bén mot chiéc tu & goéc phong va lat tim trong dong ho
s0. “Day rdi, Olive Martin. Oi trdi, ¢ néi diing. Bén nim. Qua 1a vay.” Ong
ta mau man thém vao, “Nhung cling khong hé c6 lién lac gi tir phia 6 ta.”
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Ong ta rit tap ho so ra roi mang lai ban lam viéc. “Luat 1a mot nganh kinh
doanh kha ton kém, c6 Leigh a. Chung t6i khong gwi thw chi dé cho vui, co
biét day.”

Roz nhuwdéng may, “Vay ai la nguwdi tra tién? T6i doan co ta khong dugc
mién chi phi tw van phap 1y.”

Crew chinh lai mé t6éc gid mau vang, “B6 c0 ta trd, nhung noéi that, toi
khong chic bay gid thi thé nao. Ong ta chét roi ma.”

“T6i khong hé biét.”

“Bi truy tim, cach ddy mot nam ro6i. Ba ngay sau mdi c6 ngwoi phat hién
ra. That 1a mdt vu r6i rdm. Chuing t6i van dang cd phan loai tai san.” Ong ta
cham mot diéu thuoc va bo dé n6 trén ria chiéc gat tan da day ap.

Roz viét vai dong nguéch ngoac bang bt chi 1én tap gidy ghi chi. “Olive
c6 biét b6 minh da chét khong?”

Crew ngac nhién, “Tat nhién la biét chi.”

“La ai néi cho c6 ta vay? RO rang phia 6ng khong hé viét thu thong bao
r6i.”

Dot nhién Crew ho nghi nhin Roz nhu thé mot nguwdi di dao vo tinh thdy
ran trén bai cé, “T6i c6 goi dién dén trai giam va néi chuyén véi giam doc.
Toi nghi Olive sé bét dau buén hon néu c6 ta dugc tryc tiép nghe tin tir ai dé
c6 tham quyén.” Ong ta bong té ra canh giac, “Hay c6 dang am chi ring dén
gio co ta van khong hé hay biét?”

“Khong, t0i chi thac mac théi, néu bo c6 ta c6 dé lai tai san, ma khong
lién lac gi véi Olive, thi ai sé dwgc hwdng quyén thira ké day?

Crew lac dau, “T6i khong thé tiét 16 dwgc. Hién nhién la khong phai Olive
r6i.”

“Tai sao lai hién nhién?”

Ong ta t6 vé bat man, “Co dang nghi gi vay? Olive da giét vg va con gai
ut ctia ong ta, khién nguoi dan ong toi nghiép do phai song thui thti mot
minh suét nhitng nam thang cu6i doi trong chinh ng6i nha noi xdy ra tham
kich. Chang ai muén mua ngoi nha. Co6 c6 thé hinh dung cudc doi 6ng ta bi
tham dén thé nao khong? Ong ta séng an dat c6 doc, ching may khi ra
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ngoai, va cling khong tiép bat c¢ ai. May nhd may binh sita bé ngoai cita,
moi ngwdi mGi nhan thay diéu bat thuwong. Nhw téi da noéi, ong ta chét dugc
ba ngay md&i c6 ngudi phat hién ra. Tat nhién, 6ng ta sé khong dé tién lai cho
Olive.”

Roz nhtin vai, “Vay tai sao ong ta lai tra tién thué luat su cho c6 ta. Chang
phai viéc nay khéng nhat quan sao?”

Crew tang 10 cau héi cia c6, “Du 6ng ta c6 mudn thé chang nita thi viéc
nay ciing la bat kha. Olive khong thé nhan tai san thira ké vi t0i sat hai me dé
va em gai.”

Roz thita nhan quan diém &y, “Ong ta dé lai nhiéu tai san khong?”

“That dang ngac nhién la c6. ong ta kiém dwgc m6t khoan kha kha nho
choi chitng khoan.” vé thém thuong tiéc nuodi thoang hién 1én trong doi mat
Crew khi 6ng ta gai son sot 1én phan da dau bén duwéi bo téc gia, “Chang biét
do may man hay doan dinh nhuw than, nhung 6ng ta da ban sach c6 phiéu
tredc ngay thit Hai den t6i*. Tai san hién gio tri gia khodng ntra triéu bang.”

“Qi troi dat.” Roz thoang im ling, “Olive c6 biét khong?”

“Biét chiz, néu c6 ta doc bdo. Con s6 da dugc cong khai, va vi vu &n mang
qua um sum nén thong tin 4y cling dugc dang lén bao.”

“Tai san da dugc sang tén cho ngudi thira ké chwa?”

Ong ta cau cd, mdy chau lai, “T6i e minh khéng dugc phép thao luan
chuyén nay. Cac diéu khoan quy dinh trong di chic khéng cho phép toi n6i

»

ra.

Roz nhtin vai va go go cay bt chi vao ham rang, “Th Hai den t6i roi vao
thang Mwoi nam 1987. Vu giét ngwoi xdy ra vao mung 9 thang Chin nam
1987. That ki la, 6ng khong thay sao?”

“Ki la cho nao?”

“T6i c nghi 6ng ta han phai bi s6c dén nodi chang con dé tam dén chitng
khoéan va c6 phiéu chit.”

“Ngugc lai, hién thye tan khéc doi héi 6ng ta phai tim thit gi d6 dé khién
dau 6c ban rén. Sau vu an mang 6ng ta gan nhw khong di lam nira. Co6 1é
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theo doi so liéu tai chinh la tha vui duy nhat con lai.” Crew nhin dong ho,
“Sap hét gio roi. Co con viéc gi khong?”

Roz chuc héi, néu Robert Martin mot buwéc thanh triéu phi nhd choi
chitng khoan, vy tai sao 6ng ta lai chiu song nhitng ngay thang cudi doi
trong mot ngoi nha khong thé ban dwgc. Chang phai ré rang mot nguwdi dan
ong v6i ntra triéu bang Anh thira da tién dé chuyén dén cho khac, ma chang
them ban tam ngo6i nha minh dang & dang gia bao nhiéu hay sao? C6 ban
khoan khong biét thit gi trong ng6i nha kia khién Martin phai hi sinh nhiéu
dén thé? Nhung c6 cdAm nhan dwoc thai do thu dich cua Crew va quyét dinh
nén than trong thi hon. Ngwoi dan 6ng nay la mot trong s rat it nguon thong
tin chitng thy'e ma c6 c6 thé tiép can dugc, va co sé con can dén 6ng ta, ngay
ca khi sy thwong cam cua 6ng ta danh cho 6ng bd ro rang nhiéu hon c6 con
gai.

“Vao sang nay thi chi con mot hai cau hoi nita thoéi.” Roz mim cuwoi thoai
mai, pha chit quyén rii c6 tinh toan, hét nhw nu cwdi cia Crew, “T6i van
dang c6 tim dwong trong m@ bong bong nay. N6i that véi ong, t6i van chira
dam khang dinh cau chuyén nay xing dang dé dem viét sach.” Qua la néi
gidm noi tranh. Co6 con chwa hé cé y dinh viét bat cit thi gi. Hay c6 dinh viét
that nhi?

Crew sot ruot go may dau ngoén tay vao nhau, “Néu c6 con nhd, co Leigh
a, t6i da nhan manh diéu dé trong 14 thw gii 6 r6i.”

Roz trang trong gat dau, vuot ve tinh si dién cua ong ta, “Va nhu t6i cling
da noi v6i 6ng, t6i khong muodn viét ra mot cau chuyén chi bang cach dé cap
dén nhitng chi tiét man rg trong vu an cta Olive. Nhung 14 thw 6ng viét lai
an chita mot khia canh rat dang dé bé cong sitc tim hiéu. Ong khuyén c6 ta
bién ho bang cach nhan minh khong du nang lwc trach nhiém hinh sy. Va
néu thanh cong, theo nhw 6ng goi y, 6 ta sé chi bi quy vao tdi ngd sat, va sé
bi giam git* vO thoi han*. T6i nghi d6ng sé tinh tiép dé co ta chi phai diéu tri
t* mwoi dén muwoi lam nam trong mot bénh vién tam than tdp trung, tat
nhién la néu c6 ta chiu chita tri tdm ly va c6 phan &ng tich cwec véi qua trinh
diéu tri.”
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“Chinh xac la thé.” Crew dong y, “Va t6i nghi dé la mét tinh toan hgp ly.
Co ta sé khong phai chiu nhitng an phat kiéu 25 nam tu giam nhu tham phéan
de nghi.”

“Nhung c6 ta tir choi 161 khuyén dy. 6ng c6 biét tai sao khong?”

“Biét. Co ta sg hdi va suy nghi léch lac vé chuyén bi nhét chung véi
nhitng ngudi dién. Co ta con hiéu sai ban chat cta viéc giam gii v6 thoi han.
Co ta tin chac rang d6 c6é nghia la chung than, va du da c6 gang hét stic,
nhung ching t6i cling khong thé thuyét phuc c6 ta nghi khac di.”

“Trong trvong hgp do, tai sao ong khong thay madt co ta dé don bién ho
luén? R6 rang thue té rang c6 ta khong thé hiéu dwgc nhitng gi 6ng dang deé
nghi cho thdy c6 ta khong hé c6 kha nang ty bién ho. Néu cho rang co6 ta da
c6 du ly 1é dé ty bién ho cho minh thi 6ng da chang doi nao dwa ra goi y nhw
thé, khong phai sao?

Crew mim cuoi dit khoat, “Co Leigh, toi khong hiéu tai sao, nhung cé vé
c6 qua quyét rang, xét theo mot khia canh nao do, ching to6i da khong tan
tinh vai Olive? Toi goi y o nén noi chuyéen vGi nguoi dan ong nay trudce khi
di dén bat ct két luan sai 1am nao thém nita.” Ong ta viét nguéch ngoac mot
cai tén va dia chi lén mau gidy r6i bing nhe vé phia c6, “Cau ta la lut su
ching t6i chi dinh dé bao chita cho Olive. Graham Deedes. Trén thuc té€,
Olive da qua mat ching t6i va cau ta con chuwa dwgc goi dén dé bao chira.”

“Nhung tai sao? Lam sao c6 ta c6 thé qua mdt 6ng dugc?” Roz chau may,
“T6i xin 16i vi giong diéu cua minh c6 phan gay gat qua, 6ng Crew a, va lam
on hdy tin t6i, 6ng da sai khi cho rang t6i dwa ra nhitng két luan cuc doan.”
Nhung d6 chang phai sy that sao, c6 tham nhu. “T6i chi don gidn la mot
nguwoi ngoai cudc dang boi réi nén mudn dua ra cac cau hoi. Néu anh
Deedes day & vi thé c6 thé néu ra nhitng diém dang ngo veé tinh trang ‘tam ly
binh thwong’ cia Olive triedc toa, 1€ ra anh ta nén no luwc hon nita dé lam thé,
du than chua ctia minh c6 muén hay khong, vay mdéi phai chit? Khong mudn
néi thang ra dau, nhung sy that la trong trueong hgp Olive bi dién, thi hé
thong luat phap phai c6 nghia vu thira nhan sy that dy, ngay ca khi ban than
c6 ta nghi rang minh binh thvong.”
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Thai do ctia Crew diu lai doi chit, “C6 dang dung nhitng tir rat nhay cam,
c6 Leigh a. Chung t6i khong dinh bao chita rang c6 ta bi dién, ma chi la
khong du nang lyc trach nhiém hinh sy théi. Nhung toi hiéu y c6. Toi dung
tir ‘qua mat’ la c6 1y do. Pon gian la mot vai tuan triede khi dién ra phién toa
xét xi* nhuw da dinh, Olive da viét thu cho B6 trudng B6 N6i vu yéu cau
dwgc biét liéu cb ta c6 quyén nhan téi hay khong. Theo luat phap Anh thi
hién nhién cau tra 10i la khong. Nhung c6 ta thinh cau rang, mot phién xét
x{r dai 1é thé sé chi tao ra nhitng ap lyc khéng dang co, chang nhitng khong
gitip duwgc gi cho co ta ma chi cang khién 6ng boé dau kho. Va thé 1a ngay xw
an duoc hoan lai, cac bai kiém tra dwoc tién hanh nham xac dinh xem co ta
c6 da nang luc trdch nhiém hinh sy dé nhan t0i hay khong. Két luan dugc
dwa ra la c6.”

“Qi troi!” Roz ci&n mdi va phai thét 1én 1an nita, “Oi troi! Ho dwa ra két
luan chinh xac chi?”

“Tat nhién.” Crew nhan ra diéu thudc bé quén nay gio da chay rui, tan
thuc udn cong lai roi rét xudng. Ong ta lien thd bao dui tit n6, “Co ta biét
chinh xac hau qua la gi. Tham chi ho con noéi trwée cho cob ta biét 4n phat dé
c6 ta hinh dung. Nha tu cling chang khién c6 ta ngac nhién nita r6i. Co ta da
bi tam giam bon thang trwdc khi ra tdoa. No6i that, ngay ca khi c6 ta dong y
bién ho thi két qua van vay. Bang chitng dé c6 thé xin giam toi do mat nang
lye trach nhiém hinh sy la rdt mong manh. T6i cho rang ching t6i kho long
che mat b6i tham doan.”

“Trong thw 6ng cling viét, du c6 ra sao chang nita, 6ng van tin chac rang
co ta bi thai nhan cach. Tai sao vay?”

Crew chi tay vao tap ho so trén ban, “T6i da nhin thdy tdm anh chup thi
thé Gwen va Amber & hién truong. San bép chang khac nao mot 10 mo nho
nhép mau, dé la canh twgng kinh khting nhat t6i titng thay. T6i khong tin
mot nguwoi tam ly binh thwong lai c6 thé ra tay tan bao nhw vay doi vai bat ki
ai, chit ditng n6i dén me va em gai minh.” Ong ta dui mét, “Khong, cd Leigh
a, dau cac bac si tam ly c6 ndi gi chang nita, va dau cudc tranh ludn vé viéc
thai nhan cach c6 phai mot bénh tdm than hay khong con chwa nga ngi,
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nhung c6 van nén nhé rang: Olive Martin van la mot doi twgng nguy hiém.
T6i khuyén co nén hét sirc than trong khi tiép xtic vdi co ta.”

Roz tat may ghi am va véi l1ay cap tap, “Liéu co ta c6 phai la hung thu
khong?”

Crew cham cham nhin Roz nhw thé c6 vira n6i mot diéu qua sttc phi ly.
Ong ta dép lai, “Liéu 1a sao? C6 dinh 4m chi gi vay?”

“T6i chot nghi, sy thiéu nhat quan gitta biéu hién tdm than binh thwong
caa Olive va tinh chat bat thwong cua toi ac nay c6 thé giai thich mot cach
don gian la do c6 ta khong hé pham t0i ma chi c6 bao che cho ké giy an.”
Roz ditng 1én va khé nhun vai, nhin xuong 6ng luat s dang mim chat moi.
“Chi la t6i nghi vay thoi. Du quan diém dy cua toi cling chang thay doi dugc
gi, nhung that tinh vu 4n nay hoan toan phi ly. Y t6i 13, néu cb ta thuyc sy 1a
mot ké giét nguwoi dién loan, han c6 ta da chang them lo lang dén viéc bo
minh sé phai chiu dung mot phién toa t6i té. Cam on vi da danh thoi gian
cho t6i, ong Crew. Toi c6 thé ty ra vé dwoc.”

Ong ta bét tay co, “Co da doc ban tu khai chwa, c6 Leigh?”

“Van chira. Van phong cua 6ng da hita sé giti n6 cho t6i.”

Crew lat gid tap tai liéu va 14y ra vai to gidy kep lai v&i nhau. “Co c6 thé
git? ban sao ndy.” Ong ta noi voi o va day tép gidy qua ban, “T6t nhat cod
hay doc n6 trude khi di buéce tiép theo. Toi nghi, n6 sé thuyét phuc dugc cb,
nhw né da tirng thuyét phuc dwoc toi, vé tdi ac cta Olive.”

Roz cam tép gidy 1én, “Ong rat 4c cam vdi cd ta, ding khong?”

Mat 6ng ta danh lai, “T6i chang c6 cdm xuc gi véi c6 ta cd, theo phuong
dién nao cting vay. Toi chi quan tam dén viéc gitt lai tinh mang cho co ta
dya trén cac tiéu chuan phap ly cta xa hoi ma théi. Co ta la ké sat nhan.
bting quén diéu dé, cd Leigh a. Chic c6 mot ngay tot lanh.”

Roz mat mot tiéng rudi dé 1ai xe quay vé can hd cia minh & London. Gan
nhv trong su6t thoi gian dy, cau néi “Co ta la ké sat nhan” ludn lan at moi
suy nghi khac. Nhw thé c6 da tach ching ra khoi ngi canh, viét thanh mét
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dong cd 16n len man hinh va cho chay di chay lai trong tam tri vGi vé thoa
man day ac y.

Mai sau, khi da cudn tron trén ghé banh, Roz md&i nhan ra chuyén di vé
nha ban nay la m6t mién trong rong. Co khong c6 ki tc gi, tham chi chang
hé nhé minh vira roi Southampton, mot thanh phd hoan toan xa la. C6 thé co
vira giét ai do, nghién banh xe qua nguwdi ho ma chang nhé néi sy viéc phat
sinh khi nao va ra sao. C6 nhin cham cham ra tién sanh t6i tam xam ngoét
ctia nha doi dién qua ctra s6 phong khach va vo cting ban khoan vé ban chat
cta cai goi la mién giam i do thiéu nang lirc trach nhiém hinh sur.

Ban tir khai ciia Olive Martin
9/9/1987 - 09:30 toi
Nhan chitng: Trung si Hawksley, Trung si Wyatt,
Peter Crew (luat su c6 van)

Tén toi la Olive Martin. Sinh ngay mung 8 thang Chin nam 1964. Toi
song tai s6 22 dwong Leven, Dawlington, Southampton. T6i lam thw ki tai
Phong Y té va An ninh X3 hoi trén dai 10 Dawlington. Hom qua la sinh nhat
lan thtt 23 cta t6i. Toi luén séng & nha. T6i chwa tirng than thiét vGi me va
em gdi, ma hop v6i bé hon. Téi nang khodng 117 can. Me va em géi luon
cham choc t6i vi diéu do. Ho dat biét danh cho toi la Hattie Béo Béu, dua
theo tén cua nit dién vién Hattie Jacques. T6i rat tai than khi bi cwdi nhao vé
can nang cua minh.

Chang ai chuan bi gi cho sinh nhat cia t6i khién t6i thyc sw rat buén. Me
nai to6i khong con bé béng gi nita nén t6i phai ty t6 chitc sinh nhat cho minh.
Toi quyét dinh cho ba thay t6i c6 thé ty lam gi do6. To6i sap xép xin nghi ngay
hém nay véi y dinh sé di tau téi London dé ngam canh. T6i khong t6 chic
tiéc tung gi vao hom qua cd, vi biét dau me da 1én ké hoach danh bat ngo
cho t6i nhw sinh nhat lan thit 21 cia em gai t6i hoi thang Bdy. Nhung hoa ra
lai chang c6 gi. Chung t6i lang 1é xem ti vi ca t6i. T6i di ngii ma trong long
am . Qua sinh nhat bo me tang t6i la mot chiéc do chui dau mau héng nhat
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trong chang ra lam sao, t6i khong thich né chiit nao. Con em gai tang t6i mot
doi dép 1é méi va t6i rat thich.

Toi tinh day va cam thay hoi lo lang vé chuyén ty di London mdt minh.
T6i bdo em Amber goi dién dén cho lam xin nghi 6m va di cung t6i. Con bé
ma@i lam viéc cho ctra hang thoi trang Phu Hoa ¢ Dawlington dugc khoang
mot thang. Me t6i noi gian va khong cho con bé di cung to6i. Chang t6i da
tranh luan ndy Itra sudt bita sang. Gitta chtrng, b6 t6i khéng chiu dwgc nén
da bo di 1am. Ong 55 tudi va 1am viéc ba ngay mdt tuan vdi vi tri ké todn
cho m6t cong ty van tai tw nhan. Ong d3 lam cha mot ga ra 6 t6 trong rat
nhiéu nam, nhung ré6t cudc phai ban di vao nam 1985 vi khong c6 con trai
ti€p quan.

B0 t6i roi nha mot lic thi cudc tranh cdi 1én téi dinh diém khi me d6 16i
cho t6i dan Amber vao con duwdng Iam lac. Me lién tuc goi toi la Béo Béu va
ché nhao t6i uy mi khéng ddm di London mot minh. Me néi ba da that vong
ngay t khi sinh t6i ra. Tiéng ba la hét khién t6i dau dau. T6i van con rat
buon buc va ghen ti véi Amber khi ba t6 chitc sinh nhat cho né nhwng lai
chang lam gi cho t6i.

Vi thé t6i di t&i cho ngan kéo va lay ra cay can bot. T6i dung né danh ba
nhitng mong ba im lang di mot chut, nhung roi ba bat dau la hét va t6i lai
danh tiép. Co 1€ toi da dirng lai néu Amber khong bat dau la hét theo khi
chitng kién nhitng gi t6i lam. T6i phai danh ca con bé. Toi chwa bao gio
thich 6n ao.

T6i pha cho minh mot tach tra r6i chd dgi. T6i nghi minh da danh ho bat
tinh. Ca hai déu nam bat dong trén san nha. Mot gio sau, toi tw hoi liéu co
phai ho chét roi khong. Ho trong tai nhgt va thong thwot. Toi dugc biét, néu
dat m6t tdm guwong tredc miéng ngwoi ta ma khong thay cé man swong phu
mo trén do thi c6 nghia ho da chét. T6i thir bang tam guwong trong tdi xach
ctia minh. Téi gitt n6 tredc miéng ho mot lic kha lau. Khéng hé cé man
swong. Khong gi ca.

To6i bat dau hoang loan va suy nghi xem nén gidu nhitng cai xac & dau.
Dau tién, t6i nghi nén gidu trén gac mai, nhung ho qua nang, t6i sé khong
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thé vac lén cau thang dwgc. Sau do, t6i quyét dinh tot nhat la ném xac ho ra
bién vi cho ay chi cach nha t6i hai cay s6, nhung t6i khong biét 1ai xe, va du
sao thi bo t0i cling da 14y xe di ro6i. Dot nhién td6i nghi, néu minh c6 thé
khién ho nho lai, nhét vira vao va li thi c6 thé vitt ho di theo cach dé. Toi da
thai thit ga thanh cac miéng nho rat nhiéu lan r6i. T6i nghi lam twong ty vGi
me t06i va Amber cling sé khong khé lam. T6i dung mot chiéc riu cat trong
ga ra va mot con dao lang thit trong ngan kéo nha bép.

Chat xac ho chang hé dé dang gi, khong giong viéc thai thit ga chit nao.
Lic 2 gio, toi dd mét phd ma méi chi chat xong phan dau, chan va ba canh
tay. C6 qua nhiéu mau va tay toi c¥ tron tudt. Toi biét bo sap vé nha va cong
viéc khong thé hoan tat trwdc ldc ay vi con phai chuyén nhitng mau xac ra
bién nita. T6i nhan ra t6t hon hét la nén goi dién cho canh sat va thira nhan
nhitng viéc minh da lam. T6i cdm thay nhe nhom hon khi dwa ra quyét dinh
do.

T6i khong hé nghi dén chuyén c thé roi khéi nha va gia vo rang mot
nguwoi khac da lam chuyén doé. T6i khong biét tai sao, nhung tri 6c toi chi tap
trung nghi cach gidu nhitng cai xac. T6i that tinh khong muén chdt vun me
va em. T6i 10t quan do ho chi dé thdy dugc cac khép xwong. Mai t6i méi
nhan ra minh da lam lan 16n cdc mau xac. Thé la t6i phai sap x€ép lai cho
ding, nhung mau nhiéu qua nén t6i khong phan biét duwgc phan nao véi phan
nao. Co 1€ t6i da dat nham dau ctia me vao co thé cuia Amber.

T6i thue hién tdt ca mot minh.

T6i xin 16i vé nhitng viéc t6i da lam. T6i mat binh tinh qua va hanh dong
mot cach ngu dai. T6i xin cam doan nhitng diéu viét trén day la sy that.

OLIVE MARTIN (da ki)

Loi thua téi nay la mot ban sao, dai ba mat gidy A4. Mat sau cta t0 cudi
cung co trich mot doan van, co 1é dugc copy tw bao cao cua bac si nao do.
Chi 1a mot két luan rat ngan, va khong dé tén ngudi viét.

Cac vét thuong trén dau ro rang la do mot hoac nhiéu ci danh bang vat
thé nang va ran gdy ra. Nhitng vét thwong nay xuat hién trwdc khi chét va
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khong phdi 1a nguyén nhan gay tt vong. Khong cé bang chitng cho thiy cay
lan bot 1a hung khi, nhung cling khéng thé chitng minh diéu nguoc lai.
Nguyén nhan ttt vong cua ca hai nan nhan la do dat dong mach canh trong
qua trinh chat. Kiém tra chiéc riu cho thay c6 nhiéu gi sét con bam lai bén
duwgi vét mau kho. Rat cé kha nang né da kha cun. Vét tham tim lan rong
quanh cac vét cat trén c6 va than Amber Martin cho thay hung thu da chém
ba hodc bon nhat riu treedc khi dung dao lang thit dé cita c6 hong. Khong thé
khang dinh Iic d6 nan nhan da tinh lai hay chwa. Tuy nhién, trong truong
hop cia Gwen Martin, vét rach trén hai ban tay va canh tay hinh thanh truéc
khi chét cho thdy kha nang ba ta da tinh lai va c6 gang khang cy. Hai vét
dam cho ham duéi chitng to6 hung tht da c6 gang bat thanh nhiéu lan trudc
khi cat ditt han cuong hong nan nhan. Hung tha ra tay hét sitc man rg.

Roz doc hét mot lwgt, dat tép gidy xuéng ban va nhin xa xam. Co thay 6n
lanh. Olive Martin cam riu... Oi, trdi dat! Chéng cé gi ngac nhién khi Crew
cho rang co6 ta bi thai nhan cach. Chém ba, bon nhat bang cay riu cun va
Amber van con séng. Dot nhién co thdy c6 hong tac lai, nhw mac nghen thit
gi do tanh twdi, dang ngat va tém lgm. Co phdi ngirng ngay nhitng suy nghi
tiéu cye nay lai. Nhuwng c6 khong thé, tat nhién roi. Tiéng kim loai cam phap
vao da thit mém mup vang vang trong 6c c6. Can ho nay mdi tam t6i va am
dam lam sao. C6 voi vGi tay bat chiéc den ban, nhung nguon sang dé chang
xua tan ndi nhitng hinh dnh qua song dong dang day ap trong tri twéng
twgng cua c6. Con ac mong vé mot phu nit loan 6c, cuong dai trong con khat
mau. Va nhitng manh thi thé nat buvom...

Co da liéu minh t6i dau dé viét cudén sach nay? Co da ki gidy to gi chua?
C6 ¢6 nhan dugc quyeén lgi gi khong? Chang thé nao nhé dwgc. Mot con
rung minh vi hodng loan bop nghet 1ay c6. C6 dang song trong mot thé gidi
mong mudi, noi gan nhw moi thit déu vo nghia, ngay noi ngay tréi qua,
chang co gi khac biét. Roz chom day khéi ghé banh va buwéc qua san, tham
trach Iris vi da don ép cO, nguyén raa ban than vi sy dién r6 ctia minh, va
nguyén rua Crew vi da khong gtti cho ¢6 ban ty khai luén vao lan dau c6
viét thu cho 6ng ta.
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Co vo lay dién thoai va quay so6 Iris, “Minh cé ki cam két gi trong vu
quyén sach vé Olive Martin khong? Sao dy ha? Vi minh khong thé nao viét
dugc. Chét tiét, thé ddy. Nguwoi phu nit d6 doa minh sg vai té r6i va minh sé
khong bao gio gap lai co6 ta dau.”

“Minh twdng cau thich c6 ta chit.” Iris binh tinh néi, miéng van nhom
nhoam nhai bita toi.

Roz 16 di nhan xét ay, “Minh vira nhan dwoc ban ty khai ctia ¢6 ta va bao
cao caa bac si, hodc it nhat la phan két ludn ctia bac si. L.é ra minh nén doc
né trede. Minh sé khong lam chuyén nay dau. Minh sé khong tuyén truyén
cho hanh dong ctia c6 ta bang cach viét ra mot cudn sach. Chaa oi, Iris, c6 ta
chat dit dau ho khi ho van con song. Ngwoi me khon kho da c6 gang chong
trd trwdc khi bi giét. Chi nghi dén viéc ay thoi minh da da phat bénh ro6i.”

“OK.”

“OK gi co?”

“Pirng viét.”

Roz nheo mat nghi ngd, “Minh nghi it nhat cau cling sé phan doi vai cau
chw.”

“Tai sao phai thé? Mot diéu minh hoc dugc trong nghé nay la khong thé
ép ai do sang tac duwgc. Bung hon thi co6 thé, néu da kién tri va khon khéo,
nhung két qua dat dugc sé luon & mic dwédi trung binh.” Roz nghe thdy
tiéng Iris udng nwdc. “Du sao thi sang nay, Jenny Atherton da giti cho minh
muoi chwong dau trong cudn sach méi ctia co ta. Cubn sach ciing kha 6n,
viét vé nhitng nguy co tiém an cua sv tu ti, va béo phi chinh la nguyén nhan
hang dau. Co ta da khai quat dwgc ca mot mo vang gom toan nhitng nhan vat
trong cac bo phim va chwong trinh truyén hinh, nhitng ngudi da suy sup
khuing khiép ké tir khi tdng can va bi budc phai xa rdi éng kinh. Poc vo vi
kinh hon, tat nhién roi, tdt ca sach caa Jenny déu vay ca, nhuwng né van sé
ban duwgc. Minh nghi cdu nén gui tat ca nhitng théng tin mat cau da thu thap
dugc cho c6 ta. Olive c6 thé tao nén mot hiéu ¢ng v6 cung kich tinh, dac
biét 1a khi ching ta c6 thé chup dwgc mot birc dnh o ta trong buong giam,
cau khong nghi thé sao?
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“Khong thé nao.”

“Khong thé nao chup anh dwgc ha? Chan that.”

“Khong thé nao c6 chuyén minh dwa bat cit thit gi cia minh cho Jenny
Atherton. Minh néi that day, Iris a.” C6 n6i déa, “Cau thyc sy khién minh
khinh thwong day. Lé ra cau nén lam viéc cho may bao t& bao 14 cii mai
ding. Cau khong ngai 1gi dung bat ki ai mién sao kiém ra tién. Khong doi
nao minh dé Jenny Atherton lai gan Olive.”

“Minh chang hiéu tai sao lai khong co ch?” Iris héi van, miéng lai dang
nhom nhoam nhai, “Y minh 13, néu cdu khéng muén viét vé co ta va tir chéi
gap lai c6 ta vi c6 ta lam cdu phat 6m, thi tai sao lai chay c6i khong muon
cho nguoi khac thw stre chu?”

“Pé la nguyén tac.”

“Chang hiéu gi cd. VGi minh thi cling giong nhw con cho gitt khuv khw
miéng xwong du da chang thém gam nita. Nghe nay, minh khéng thé day
dwa mai. Chiang ta phéi dwa nguwoi khac vao. it nhat hady dé minh néi vai
Jenny rang Olive la mot mo6 vang chwa ai khai pha. Co6 ta c6 thé bat dau tw
dau. Co vé cau cling chwa gat hai duge gi may, ding khong?”

“Minh doi y r6i.” Roz dot ng6t thong bao, “Minh sé viét. Tam biét.” Roi
cO tho bao dap may.

O dau day bén kia, Iris nhdy méat v6i chong, “Vay ma con trach em v6 tam
sao?” CO lam bam, “Trén doi nay lam gi con thit gi khién em quan tdm hon
thé chi?”

“Bot dé dinh chang han?” Gerry Fielding dap.

Roz doc lai ban tu khai cta Olive, “T6i chwa tirng than thiét véi me va em
gai.” Co vai lay cai may ghi am va cuon lai bang cat xét, tua di tua lai cho
dén khi ¢6 tim dwgc phan minh can lang nghe lai, “T6i goi con bé la Amber
vi hoi hai tudi, to6i khong thé udn lwdi phat am ‘1’ hay ‘s’ dugc. Cai tén ay
cling hgp vdi con bé. N6 c6 bo toc tuyét dep, vang nhu mat ong, va khi 16n
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lén, nd chi thwa khi dugc goi la Amber, con khi goi la Alison thi khong. Con
bé rat dang yéu.”

Ban than doan nay hoan toan khong c6 gi dang ban. Chang ai quy dinh
nhitng ngwoi thai nhan cach khong thé gia vo. Thuc té€ c6 1€ ho ludn la
nhitng nguwoi wa gid vo va doi trd. Nhung ¢ day ro rang co ta da nhe giong
han khi néi vé em gai, mot su diu dang ma véi ngwoi khac chac han Roz da
hiéu do la tinh yéu thuwong. Va tai sao co ta lai khong hé nhac tGi tran x6 xat
v6i nguwoi me? Thye sy rat ki la. Viéc dé c6 thé 1a 10i bién hé cho nhitng gi
cO ta da gay ra vao ngay hom do.

Cha x khong dé y rang Olive da ding dang sau, ong giat ndy nguoi khi
thay mot ban tay to 16n dat 1én vai minh. Pay khong phai lan dau co ta rén
rén dén gan va khién 6ng ngac nhién. Mdt lan nita, 6ng lai ty héi khong hiéu
tai sao cO ta c6 thé lam dwgc nhw thé. Binh thwong, c6 ta di lai lac 1é kho
nhoc, tiéng buwdc chan dén gan cling da khién 6ng khé chiu.

Ong ldy lai binh tinh 16i quay ngudi lai, né nu cwdi than thién, “Cha,
Olive, that vui dugc gap con. Diéu gi dd mang con t&i nha thg vay?”

DPo6i mat ti hi nhin 6ng vui mtrng, “Con cé lam cha sg khong?”

“Con lam ta giat minh, ta chang hé nghe thay tiéng buéc chan.”

“Co 1é vi cha khong lang nghe. Néu cha muon thi chac da nghe thay tw
dau r6i day a. Ho phai day cha & vién than hoc chit. Chua thi tham vdi ta vao
nhitng thoi diém thich hgp nhat.”

Dai khi 6ng nghi, sé dé dang hon nhiéu néu 6ng cé thé khinh miét Olive.
Nhung 6ng chwra bao gid 1am thé duwoc. Ong sg va khong thich c6 ta, nhung
khong hé khinh miét, “Ta c6 thé giup gi cho con?”

“Nghe noi cha vira nhan dugc vai quyén s nhat ki méi vao sang nay. Con
rat muon c6 mot cuon.”

“Con chac chit, Olive? Chuing cling hét nhw nhitng quyén khac thoi. Trang
nao ciing c6 nhitng 10i ran day ctia Chua théi ma. Lan trudc ta dua con, con
chang xé rach bwom con gi.”
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Olive nhtn vai, “Nhung con can mot cuén nhat ki dé san sang chap nhan
cac bai thuyét gido buon té.”

“Chung dang ¢ trong phong hop.”

“Con biét.”

Olive khong dén dé lay nhat ki. 6ng c6 thé doan dwgc nhw thé. Nhung co
ta dang 1én ké hoach ldy trom th gi méi duwgc co chiw? Co thi gi dé lay
ngoai trtt Kinh thdnh va sach cau kinh day?

Hoa ra c6 ta ldy mot cay nén. Sau do, ong da bao cdo viéc nay vdi giam
doc trai giam. Olive Martin 1ay trom mot cay nén dai khodng mudi lam phan
tir bé tho. Nhung tat nhién, c6 ta phu nhan viéc nay. Va mac du buéng giam
cta c6 ta da dugc luc soat tir trong ra ngoai, nhung van chang tim thay cay
nén nao hét.
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Graham Deedes con rat tré, trong cé vé wu phién, va la ngudi da den. Nhan
thdy vé ngac nhién ctia Roz khi c6 buwdc vao phong lam viéc ctia minh, anh
ta chau may buc boi, “T6i khong biét luat sw bién ho ngudi da den lai la diéu
hiém gdp day, thwa c6 Leigh.”

“Tai sao anh lai n6i vay?” Co t0 mo héi khi ng6i xuong chiéc ghé ma anh
ta da chi.

“C0 c0 vé ngac nhién.”

“Vang, nhung khong phéi vi mau da. Anh tré hon rat nhiéu so vdi t6i
twong twong.”

“33 tudi,” anh ta dap. “Chang phai qua tré.”

“Khong, nhung khi anh dwgce chi dinh nhan vu Olive Martin thi anh mai
c6 26 hoac 27. Tudi dy la qua tré doi véi mot phién toa xét xit vu an giét
nguoi.”

“Pung vay,” anh ta dong tinh. “Nhuwng to6i chi la ngwdoi tap sw. Con luat suw
chinh thitc thi gia hon nhiéu.”

“Nhung ho so hau nhw déu do anh chuan bj?”

Anh ta gat dau, “Pung thé. Bé la mot tredng hgp ngoai 168.”

Roz 18y may ghi am ra khéi tdi, “Anh c6é phéan doi néu t6i ghi am lai cudc
tro chuyén nay khong?”

“Khong, néu cd dinh noi vé Olive Martin.”

“Téat nhién.”

Anh ta phi cuwdi, “Vay thi téi khong phan doi, vi mot ly do don gian 1a gan
nhuw t6i chang biét gi vé c6 ta cad. T6i mGi nhin thady ngudi phu nit &y mot lan
vao ngay xét xt, va toi chira bao gio noi chuyén vai co ta.

“Nhuwng toi biét anh da chuan bi bang chitng bién ho rang c6 ta khong du
nang luc trach nhiém hinh sy. Anh khong hé gap co ta trong qua trinh xtr ly
van dé ay sao?”
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“Khong, c6 ta tir chdi gap t6i. T6i soan thdo moi thit tir dong gidy to ma
luat su ¢6 van cua co ta dwa cho.” Anh ta cwdi buon, “Va noi that s6 thong
tin ay cling chang nhiéu nhan gi. Néu dem ra trudc toa, khong chirng con bi
xem la ngé ngan, thé nén t6i mdi thd phao khi toa tuyén bo 10i tha toi cta co
ta dwgc chap nhan.”

“Gia str néu dugc toa goi thi anh sé tranh luan thé nao?”

“Chung t6i dv dinh hai phuong an.” Deedes luwdng Iy mot chat réi noi
ti€p, “Mot la, tdm tri c6 ta nhat thoi bi ban loan. T6i c6 thé nhac lai rang
hém trude do 1a sinh nhat co ta, va c6 ta thdy tdi than ghé gém vi chang
nhitng khong dugc gia dinh quan tam lai con bi giéu cgt vi than hinh to béo
ctia minh.” Anh ta nhwéng may tham do, va Roz gat dau. “Thém vao do, toi
tin rang c6 ta da nhac dén viéc minh nhay cam véi tiéng 6n. Chang t6i da
tim dugc mot bac si, va sap xép dé 6ng dy dua ra minh chitng rang tiéng 6n
c6 thé giy ra dau dén cing cwc & mot so ngudi, dan dén viéc ho c6 thé sé
gay ra nhitng hanh dong bot phat dé c6 gang thoat khoi tinh trang do. Tuy
nhién, khong cé bang chitng vé tdm than hay y khoa nao dé chitng minh
Olive la mot treong hgp nhw thé.” Anh ta gd go hai ngén tré vao nhau. “Hai
13, ching t6i sé truy ngugc lai tinh chat bat thwdng va man rg cua toi ac nay
va dé nghi toa an dwa ra phan quyét ma chiing t6i van hang hi vong: R0 rang
Olive bi tam than. Gan nhw chang c6 chut co hdi nao dé tranh luan vé sy mat
can bang tam 1y ctia ¢6 ta,” anh ta dung canh tay phac hoa mot ¢t chi nhw
bap bénh. “Nhwng chitng thai nhan cach thi c¢6 thé lam. Ching t6i da tim
dwgc mot gido s tam ly san sang liéu mot phen sau khi nhin thdy nhitng
tam hinh chup t thi.”

“Nhung rét cudc 6ng ta cé néi chuyén vdi Olive khong?”

Deedes lac dau, “Luc dé rat gap, va du gi co ta cling sé chang dong y gap
dau. C6 ta ct khang khang nhan t0i. T6i doan 6ng Crew da cho c6 biét Olive
tirng viét mot birc thuw gwi t6i Bo NoOi vu yéu cau duge kiém tra sirc khoe tam
than doc lap dé ching té rang c6 ta hoan toan cé du kha nang ditng ra nhan
t0i?” Roz gat dau. “Sau do thi chiing t6i chang thé lam dugc gi nita.” Deedes
tram ngam noi tiép, “Vu nay that ki la. Vi hau hét cac bi cdo khac déu song
chét muon bao chita dén cung.”
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“Ong Crew c6 vé tin rang Olive bi thai nhan cach.”

“T6i nghi minh dong tinh vGi quan diém ay.”

“Vi nhitng diéu c6 ta da gy ra cho Amber va me minh sao? Cac anh
khong c6 bang chitng nao khac a?”

“Khong c6. Nhung nhw thé con chwa da hay sao?”

Roz ngang 1én va dap lai, “Vay anh giai thich thé nao vé chuyén nam bac
si tam ly déu két luan c6 ta binh thuong? Theo nhitng théng tin t6i thu thap
dwgc, trong thoi gian & tu, c6 ta da duge chan doan vai lan roi.

“Ai n6i cho c6 biét? Olive ha?” Anh ta hoai nghi haéi.

“Pung vay. Nhung sau do, toi c6 noéi chuyén véi giam doc trai giam va ba
ay da xac nhan.”

Deedes nhin vai, “Du thé t6i van thay qua kho tin. Phai trie tiép xem cac
bao cdo co. Van dé con phu thudc vao viéc ai la ngwoi viét bao cao va tai
sao ho lai muon kiém tra tdm ly cho co ta.”

“Nhung vu nay van rat ki la, anh khong thay vay sao?”

“La thé nao?”

“Néu Olive mac chitng thai nhan cach thi han da phai boc 10 nhitng biéu
hién dang ké cta viéc bat 6n vé tinh cach va xa lanh xa hoi trong mot thoi
gian dai ch?”

“Khong nhat thiét. Nha tu c6 thé 1a mo6t kiéu moi treong co6 kiém soat phu
hop véi o ta. Hodc c6 1é chirng thai nhan cach cta c6 ta chi huwéng t6i gia
dinh thoi. Ngay hom 4y, diéu gi d6 da khoi né 1én va khi da thoat khoi ho, co
ta trd lai binh thwong.” Deedes lai nhin vai, “Ai ma biét dwgc? Tam than
hoc dau phai mot mon khoa hoc chinh xac. Theo kinh nghiém cua toi, nhitng
ngwoi binh thuong, biét diéu chinh hanh vi thi khng chém me va em gai
minh t&i chét. Co cling biét ho van con song khi ¢6 ta vac cai riu tdi chi?”
Anh ta mim cuwdi, “Co ta cling biét. Birng o twdng la co ta khong biét.”

Roz nhiu may, cham rai néi, “C6 mot cach giai thich khac. Van deé la dau
c6 khdp vai cac su kién, nhung gia thuyét nay cling qua vo ly, dén miic kho
long tin dugc.”

Anh ta cho dgi, roi cudi cung ciing 1én tiéng héi, “La gi vay?”
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“Olive khong hé gdy an.” Thay vé ngd vuc trén gwong mat anh ta, Roz
vOi noi tiép, “To6i khong noi 1a minh tin vao gia thuyét ay, nhung doé cé vé la
su that.”

“Sw that cda co thoi,” anh ta nhe nhang stra lai. “T6i thay c6 dang dat l1ong
tin vO toi va day.”

“Co thé.” Roz nhd lai tam trang hoang loan ctia minh vao budi t6i hém
trudc.

Deedes quan sat c6 mot lic roi noéi, “Néu vo can that thi c6 ta biét hoi
nhiéu vé an mang day.”

“Anh nghi vay sao?”

“T4t nhién roi. C6 khong nghi thé uv?”

“Co ta khong noi gi vé chuyén ba me c6 gang tranh né cai riu va con dao,
du do6 han phai la phan dang sg¢ nhat. Tai sao c6 ta lai khong nhac dén?”

“Xau ho. Nhuc nha. Chan thwong tam ly. Chac c6 sé ngac nhién trudc
viéc rat nhiéu ké giét ngwoi da x6éa mat phan ki tc vé nhitng viéc minh da
lam. D6i khi, phai mat nhiéu nam sau ho méi bat dau d6i mat véi toi 16i cia
ban than. Du sao di nita, t6i van khong cho rang sy chong tra ctia nguwdi me
la diéu dang s¢ doi vdi Olive nhw ¢o vira néi. Gwen Martin 1a mot phu nit
nho bé, cao nhat cling chi duwgc mét rudi, toi nghi vdy. Vé mat hinh thé,
Olive giong bo, thé nén viéc ché ngy ba me ciling chang khé khan gi.” Anh
ta thoang thdy nét ngdp ngirng trong mat Roz. “Hay dé toi hdi co cau nay
nhé. Tai sao Olive lai tha nhan hai t6i &c ma minh khong hé gay ra?”

“Ciing c6 nhiéu nguoi tirng lam nhw vay ma.”

“Chang ai lam thé mot khi da cé luat sw dirng ra gitap do, co Leigh a. T6i
thtra nhan la treong hgp ay cé xay ra, do la 1y do tai sao m6t bo luat méi da
dugc thong qua dé kiém soat qua trinh dwa bang chitng trwdc toa. Nhung
Olive khong thudc dién bi bat ép hay mua chudc ma nhan toi. Co ta da c6
ngwoi dai dién phap 1y trong sudt quang thdi gian d6. Thé nén to6i nhac lai,
tai sao co ta lai thi nhan t0i &c ma minh khong hé gay ra?”

“Dé bao vé ai d6?”
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Roz thdy may man khi khong phai ho dang tranh luan truwéc toa. Deedes
qua la mot tay khé nhan.

“Ai madi duoc chi?”

Roz lac dau, “T6i khong biét.”

“Chang con ai khac ngoai bo Olive, lic d6 6ng ta dang & cho lam. Canh
sat da diéu tra ki ludng va 6ng ta cé bang chitng ngoai pham rat vitng chac.”

“Co thé la nguoi tinh caa Olive.”

Anh ta nhin ¢6 cham cham.

“C0 ta noi vdi toi rang c6 ta ting pha thai. Nén theo 1y ma ndi, han c6 ta
cO moOt nguoi tinh.”

Cam thay diéu nay rat tha vi, Deedes cuwdi dap, “Toi nghiép Olive. Cha,
toi nghi c6 ta cling gidi doi mat véi noi dau tir vu pha thai dé giong nhuw cac
kho khan khac ma théi.” Anh ta lai cuwoi tiép, “Pdc biét 1a khi ai cling tin c6
ta. Néu la c6 thi toi sé khong ca tin nhw vay dau.”

Roz lanh lung nhéch méi cuwdi, “Co 1é anh mdéi chinh la ngwoi ca tin khi
vin vao quan diém cua mdét ga dan 6ng chang ra gi va ngam ap dat rang mot
ngwoi nhue Olive khong thé nao c6 noéi nguwdi yéu.”

Deedes cham chu nhin c6 va ty hoi khong hiéu diéu gi da khién ngudi phu
ni* nay titc gian dén vay, “Co6 noi diung, thwa c¢d Leigh, quan diém doé that
chang ra sao, va t6i xin 16i.” Anh ta gio hai tay lén roi ha xuong, “Nhung
day la lan dau tién toi nghe vé chuyén pha thai. Va toi thiay hoi kho tin. Hoi
thuan 1gi qua, co6 lé thé chang? Pé khong phai la diéu ma ta c6 thé xac minh,
trir khi cé sw cho phép ctia Olive, diing chi¥? Néu bat ¢t ai cling dwgc phép
tra cttu ho so bénh an cia ngwoi khac, thi chang phai cac bi mat tham kin sé
déu vo 16 hét san?”

Roz thay hoi han vi danh gid gay gat cia minh. Deedes tit t€ hon Crew
nhiéu va anh ta khong dang phai nghe nhitng 16i nhu thé. “Olive c6 nhac tGi
viéc pha thai. Thé nén t6i doan co6 ta c6 ngwoi yéu. Nhung cling c6 thé co ta
da bi cudng hiép. Viéc thu thai cé thé xdy ra du nguwdi me cé ty nguyén hay
khong.”
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Deedes nhun vai, “Can than kéo bi 1gi dung day, c6 Leigh. Olive Martin
da chi phoi ca phién toa vao ngay xit an. Cho dén tan bay gig, t6i van c6 an
twong rang, chinh ching t6i méi la nguwoi phdi chay theo c6 ta, chit khong
phai c0 ta phu thudc vao chung t6i.”

Dawlington la mot vung ngoai 6 nho phia BPong Southampton. Truwdc kia,
noi dé chi la mot ngoi lang héo lanh, gid thi da bi nuot chirtng bdi qua trinh
do thi hoa caa thé ki XX. Du duy tri dugc sy phat trién dong nhat nho hé
thong duwong cao toc trai nhwa bao quanh, nhung viung dat nay van dé dang
bi b6 qua. Chi cé duy nhat mot tdm bién hiéu toi tan ctia sap bao Dawlington
chi dan cho Roz biét c6 vira di qua mét viing ngoai 6 dé téi mot vung khac.
Co tap vao lé duong, ngay phia tredc mét 16i ré va nghién ctru ban do. Co vé
c6 dang & nit giao gitta dwong cao toc va 16i ré trai kia. Co liéc mat nhin
bién bao, dé la pho Ainsley. Co di tay doc theo duwong chi. “Pho Ainsley.”
C6 lam bam, “Xem nao, chét tiét, may & dau chi¥? Pwoc roi. Puong Leven.
Ré phai, roi ré tradi.” Roz nhin thodng qua gwong chiéu hau réi dwa xe vao
lan duwong va ré phai.

Khi ng6i trén xe, xem xét s6 nha 22, duwong Leven, cang lic Roz cang
thdy cau chuyén cta Olive trd nén ki quai hon bao gio hét. Crew noéi rang
ngoi nha khéng ban dugc, nén c6 da hinh dung vé né giong nhu trong tiéu
thuyét Gothic, bi bé hoang cad nam trdi, muc nat dan sau cai chét cia Robert
Martin, va bi &m bagi nhitng t6i ac kinh hoang trong can bép. Nhung s that,
do6 la mot ngbi nha lién ké kha xinh xan, son mau trang va hong twoi sang.
Nhitng déa phong 1t dé twoi khoe sac bén duédi ctra s6. Co tu hoi, ai vira
mua ngoi nha nay nhi? Ai da diing cam (hodac du dang sg) dé song vai
nhitng bong ma trong gia dinh bi tham nay? Co6 kiém tra lai dia chi t* cac
mau bao ma sang nay da thu lwgm dwgc trong kho Iwu trit ctia tda soan dia
phuwong. Bitc dnh den trang cta “ngdi nha kinh di” cho thdy mat tién giong y
hét, nhung khong cé nhitng chau hoa bén dudi ctra so.

Roz bwdc ra khéi xe va bang qua dwong. Ngo6i nha van im lim dén mitc
ngoan cO khi c6 bdm chu6ng ctta. Co6 budc sang nha bén canh va thir bdm
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chudng. Mot phu nit tré vdi dita con con dang ngai nga bam chat quanh c6
bwdc ra, “Ai do?”

“Xin chao!” Roz ma@ 161, “Xin 16i vi da lam phién chi.” C6 chi sang phia
bén phai, “T6i thic sw mudn no6i chuyén véi hang xém cta chi nhung hién
gio khong c6 ai & nha. Liéu chi c6 biét khi nao ho quay vé khong a?”

Nguwoi phu nit xoc eo 1én dé gitr dita bé dé hon va soi mé6i nhin Roz,
“Chang c6 gi dé xem ca dau. Co chi dang phi pham thoi gian thoi.”

“T6i xin 16i, gi co a?”

“Ho da chuyén hét noi that bén trong di roi lam mdi lai toan bo. Gio ho da
stta sang sach dep lam r6i. Chang con thit gi dé xem dau. Khéng c6 mau,
khong c6 nhitng linh hon kéu gao, chang cé gi hét.” Co ta khé an dau dita bé
vao vai minh, mot ctt chi binh thvong theo ban nang ctia nhitng ba me diu
hién, nhung giong néi 16 1o sy thu dich, “Cé mudn biét tdi nghi gi khong?
Co nén di gap bac si tam than di. Co duing la loai bénh hoan ddy.” C6 ta dom
dong ctra.

Roz gio tay ra lam diéu bo dau hang. C6 mim cuwdi ngwgng ngung, “T6i
dén day khong phai dé toc mach chuyén ca nhan. Tén t6i la Rosalind Leigh
va t6i dang cong tac véi ludt sw c6 van cua 6ng Martin.”

Nguoi phu nit nhin c6 véi vé nghi ngd, “O, thé sao? Tén ong ta 1a gi?”

“Peter Crew.”

“Co thé o biét tén 6ng ta nhd doc duoc & dau do.”

“T6i c6 mot 14 thw tir 6ng dy. Chi c6 thé xem qua. N6 sé chitng minh diéu
toi no6i.”

“Pwa xem nao.”

“N6 dang & trong xe. Dé t0i di l1ay.”

Co v0i va 16i chiéc cap tap ra khdi thung xe, nhung khi quay lai, canh ctra
da dong kin. C6 nhan chudng vai lan va ditng chd chitng mwoi phit, nhung
rd rang nguwoi phu nit khong cé y dinh trd 16i. Tt can phong trén tang vong
xuong tiéng khoc cua dita tré. Roz nghe thdy ba me vira leo cau thang vira
nung niu diu dang. Tw dung buc bdi v6i chinh minh, c6 ben quay lai xe va
can nhac xem nén lam gi tiép theo.
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May mau bao c6 thu thap dugc that vo dung. C6 can nhitng céi tén, cia
ban be va hang x6m, hodc tham chi ca tén cac giao vien ngay xua, nhitng
nguwoi co thé cho cd biét chi tiét vé qua trinh hoc hanh va doi séng cta
Olive. Nhung bao dia phwong ciling giong nhw bdo quoc gia, chi luén thich
giat tit vdéi nhitng tir ngit gay soc vé khia canh ghé ron cua toi tic, ma chang
hé 16 diéu gi vé cudc song cua Olive hay tai sao c6 ta c6 thé gay ra chuyén
do6. Tat nhién cling c6 ca nhitng 10i trich dan cta “hang x6m”, nhung tat ca
déu an danh va té ra than trong sau s viéc nay. R6t cuéc moi thit van chung
chung, va chang sang t6 duwgc diéu gi. Roz ngo rang tat ca chi la tdc pham
cta canh nha bao sau khi thém mam dam mudi vao cau chuyén.

“Khong, t6i khong hé ngac nhién.” Mot ngwoi hang xém cho hay, “Buing
la v6 cung choang vang va kinh hoang, nhurng khong hé ngac nhién. C6 ta la
mot c6 gai la lung, khong than thién, va séng khép kin. Khong giéng c6 em
gai thu hiat va cdi m@ cua minh. Ching téi ai cling quy mén Amber. B6 me
Olive cling thay c6 ta khé gan. Co6 ta khong chiu két ban hay hoa dong vai
ai, ludén t6 ra x4u ho, ma t6i doan la vi co thé qua to béo, nhung cai cach co
ta nhin ngwdi khac thi rat bat binh thwong.”

Chi toan nhitng 16i 1é giat gan nhw thé, ngoai ra chang con gi khac. Khong
c6 bao cao diéu tra cua canh sat. Olive tw goi dién, roi khai bao truéc sw
chitng kién cta luat s c6 van va thd nhan t0i giét nguwdi. Vi c6 ta nhan t6i
luén nén khong c6 phan twong thuat chi tiét phién toa xét xtr dai 1é thé, cling
khong c6 tén cua ban be hay nguoi than thich, va ban an danh cho Olive
dwgc nhac dén véi mot dong duy nhat dudi tiéu dé: 25 nam tu giam cho t6i
ac man rg. Toan bo su viéc dwoc bao chi dwa tin mot cach thd 0. Nam van
dé co ban canh nha bdo quan tdm gom “O dau?”, “Khi nao?”, “Cai gi?”,
“Ai?” va “Tai sao?”, thi bon diéu dau tién da dwoc lam r6. Tat cd moi nguoi
déu biét diéu gi da xdy ra, ai la ngwoi phai chiu trach nhiém, va ¢ dau, khi
nao. Nhung c6 vé khong mot ai biét ly do tai sao. Va diéu kho hiéu ¢ day 13,
khong ai thue sw thac mac vé dong co gay an. Chi vi bi ché giéu ma mot phu
nit tré ndi gian dén mirc chém ngwdi nha ra thanh tirng manh a?

Roz thg dai, bat dai 1én va nhét bang nhac cta Pavarotti vao khay. Khong
phai mot Iwa chon khon ngoan lam, c6 tham nghi khi nhitng giai diéu cta bai
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Nessun Dorma vang 1én trong xe va nhitng ki niém u &m vé mot mua hé ma
c6 khéng bao gio quén lai doi vé trong tam tri. That la khi m&t doan nhac c6
thé khoi ggi nhiéu dén thé, nhung thuc sy, qua trinh dan t6i sw chia cach
gitta ho luon xdy ra gan man hinh ti vi, va giai diéu Nessun Dorma vang 1én
ca luc bat dau, lan khi két thic tran cdi va. Co van nhé dén ting chi tiét tat
ca cac tran bong trong mua World Cup nam ay. D6 la khodng thdi gian yén
binh duy nhét trong cd mua he xung dot. Co chan nan nghi, sé t6t hon bao
nhiéu néu minh chon cach cham dit, thay vi ctt kéo dai sy buén kho dé dan
tGi két cuc té hai sau nay.

Roz dé y thay tdm rém ctta bang vai man & ngoi nha bén phai, s6 24, hoi
vén ra, phia sau tam dan dé “Khu ty quan” chinh inh trén ctta kinh. C6 ban
khodn, 1é nao mat bo méi lo lam chuéng? Hay tdm rém do cling duwgc vén
lén vao ngay Olive cam riu gay an? Hai ga ra 0 t6 chen vao gitta hai ng6i
nha, nhung rat cé thé nhitng ngudi song bén canh van nghe thay gi do,
“Olive Martin cam riu chém me minh bon muoi nhét...” Sudt vai ngay nay,
mady ti nay ci¥ quay mong mong trong dau co, lic an lic hién.

CO quay sang quan sat nha s6 22, nhwng van doi theo tdm rém ctta qua
khoe mat. N6 lai khé chuyén dong dudi nhitng ngoén tay toc mach cua ai dé.
Dot nhién ¢6 cam thay kho chiu vo ¢ véi cai ngwoi ranh roi dang theo déi
minh. Cudc song mdi vé nghia va nham chéan lam sao khi chi biét ditng dé
ng6 trom. Co ban khoan khong biét kiéu nguwoi phién phitc roi hoi nao dang
song & day? Mot ba c6 khong chong nhiéu sy nghién phim khiéu dam? Hay
mot mu vo nhat nhéo chan doi chang c6 viéc gi khac dé lam ngoai bgi 16ng
tim vét? Roi dot nhién cé thi gi d6 sang ro6 trong dau c6, cac y nghi dugc tap
hop lai nhw dwong ray tau héa. D6 chinh la kiéu nguwdi phién phitc ma co
dang can, tat nhién roi, tai sao c6 lai khong nghi ra tir dau ch¢? That tinh, c6
thdy lo cho ban than. C6 da danh qua nhiéu thoi gian tw ki mot minh, chi
nghe twong thuat bong da, chang c6 gang vi muc tiéu gi ca, va ki fc ¢6 vang
vong toan nhitng diéu dau buon.
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Mot 6ng lao gia nua ra m& cira cho cd. Ong ta nhé thé, teo tép védi lan da
nhot nhat va doi vai chiing xuéng, “Moi vao, mdi vao.” Ong ta néi va diing
lui lai, dwa tay ra hiéu cho c6 vao hanh lang, “T6i da nghe nhitng gi co noi
v6i co Blair. C6 ta sé khong noi dau. Va that tinh t6i nghi, ké ca néu co ta
chiu noi thi cling chang dwgc tac dung gi. Ho mdi chuyén dén day bon nam
tredc, khi c6 gai kia da vao trai giam r6i. Toi doan ho chang biét gi vé gia
dinh dy c4, tham chi chwa bao gio n6i chuyén véi Bob tdi nghiép. N6i sao
nhi? C6 ta rat trng tréo, dic diém chung cta 16p tré ngay nay thi phai. Ich
ki, chi muén nhan ma khéng cho di.” Ong ta vira 1dm bam vira dan c6 vao
phong khach, “Ludn than phién vi phdai song trong mot khu pho luén bi soi
moi va khong dugc riéng tw, nhung lai quén rang ho mua dwgc ngoi nha nay
v6i gia beo bot, chinh 1a vi nhitng han ché ay. Ted va Dorothy Clarke ban
ngoi nha di vi khong thé chiu dung thém duwgc nita. N6i sao nhi? That 1a mot
c6 & khong biét diéu. Thir twdng twgng xem nhitng nguwdi da séng ¢ day lau
nam thi sao? Chung t6i phai chiu dwng, chit dau thé mac ca gi? Ngoi xudng
di. Mo&i ngoi.”

“Cam on bac.”

“C6 noi minh dén tir chd dng Crew. Ho da tim thdy dita bé chuwa?” Ong ta
nhin cham cham vao méat Roz bang doi mat mau xanh sang khién co6 boi roi.

Roz nhin lai, dau 6c cang lén, “P6 khong phai nhiém vu cia chau.” Co6
can than lya 10i, “Thé nén chau khong chac viéc ay dang tién trién dén dau.
Chau dang mo xé vu an caa Olive. Bac biét 6ng Crew van tiép tuc dai dién
cho c6 ta cha?”

“Pai dién cai gi co?” Doi mat ong ta ngap day vé that vong, “Toi nghiép
Amber bé nho. Lé ra ho khong nén ép con bé bé dita tré. Toi da néi roi sé co
chuyén ma.”

Roz ng6i yén lang va nhin xudng tdm tham da son.

“Tét nhién 1a moi ngudi khong chiu nghe.” Ong ta git géng, “Co cho ho
nhitng 10i khuyén hitu ich va ho trd 16i rang c6 la ké phién toai. Noi sao nhi?
Tbi c6 thé thdy trwdc sy viée sé dan dén dau.” Ong ta dot nhién ngling bat
vGi vé phan uat.
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“Bac vira n6i vé mot dita bé,” cudi cuing Roz lén tiéng.

Ong ta td mo nhin ¢, “Néu ho tim thay thing bé, ho sé& hiéu.”

Vay d6 1a mot dita bé trai. “A, vang.”

“Bob da c6 gang hét sitc nhung luon c6 nhitng nguyén tac riéng vé viéc
nay. Co thé n6i mot khi dé thang bé di, nghia la ho da tir bo 1gi ich cia minh.
Co sé nghi ct dinh liu dén tién la moi chuyén sé khac, nhung nhitng ngudi
nhw ching ta sé chang thé nao thang dwgc chinh pha dau. No6i sao nhi? Bing
la i cwép ngay.”

Roz ¢6 gang dinh hinh nhitng gi minh vira nghe duwgc. C6 phai ong ta
dang no6i vé di chiic cia Martin khong? Va phai chang cau bé (con trai cta
Amber) la nguoi duoc thira ké? Lay ¢ tim khan tay, c6 m@ tdi xach ra va
l1én bat niat ghi am. C6 cam thdy minh sé c6 thu hoach ttv cudc tro chuyén
ndy. C6 wém thtt, “Y bac 13, chinh phu s& dugc hwéng toan bd s6 tien?”

“Tat nhién roi.”

Co6 khon khéo gat dau, “Doi khi moi thit khong dién ra nhw y mudn.”

“Chang bao gio thi ding hon. Li cuwép khon kiép. Sé khong chiu budng
tha cho t6i khi bon riat dén déng cudi cung. Va dé lam gi co cht? Bé dam
bdo Ii an khong ngoi roi tiép tuc sinh s6i ndy nd nhuw thé cé gau trén mé hoi
nuwdc mat cia ching ta. That kinh tém! C6 mot phu nit séng trong khu cw xa
cta chinh pht ¢6 t6i nam dita con, ma moi dita mot bo. N6i sao nhi? Rat
mot 1t vO dung. D6 dau phdi 1a loai ngwdi chiing ta muén chita chap trong
dat nwdc nay? Nao phang va vo dung. Tai sao lai di nang d& nhitng ké nhw
thé? Chang phai nén cho con thé man dé dy di triét san hay sao?”

Roz khong phan ddi. C6 khong muon bi dwa vao thé bi va cang khong
muon chong doi 6ng ta, “Pung la nhw vay.”

“Tat nhién la dang roi, va sé dén lic nhitng kiéu nguwoi nhw thé khong thé
ton tai dugc nita. Néu khong nho vao trg cap that nghiép, co ta va 1 con
chac da chét doi hét roi, va nhu thé cling dang thoi. N6i sao nhi? D6 chinh la
qua trinh chon loc ty nhién. Khéng giong loai nao lai di nuong chiéu nhitng
con sau mot nhw cai cach ma con nguoi dang lam cd, va cling khong cé loai
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nao lai di khuyén khich dam sau mot ay lai tao ra sdu mot lam gi ca. That
kinh tém. C6 c6 may chau roi?”

Roz mim cudi yéu 6t, “Da chwa. Chau chwa két hon.”

“Hiéu y toi néi khong?” Ong ta 16n tiéng hing giong, “That dang kinh
tém. NOi sao nhi? Kiéu nguwdi nhw co, kiéu nguoi ditng dan, thi méi nén cé

»

Ccon.

“Vay bac cé bao nhiéu ngudi con, bac...?” Cé vo nhu dang luc lai s6 ghi
chép dé tim xem tén Ong ta la gi.

“Hayes. Ctt goi la bac Hayes. T6i c6 hai con trai, déu ngoan ngoan. Tat
nhién gid ching treéng thanh ca réi. Nhung chi c6 mot dia chau gai.” Ong
ta rau 11 thém vao, “That khong ding chut nao. T6i ludén nhac nhd ching
rang ching c6 nghia vu véi giong noi dong ho, nhung roi cling chi nwdc do
14 khoai.” Nhitng nét buc bdi nhw ndn khic vao khuon mit. Ong ta thuc su
bi &m anh qua sau sac.

Roz biét da dén lic minh phai hanh dong, néu khong ong ta sé lam nham
hét chuyén nay sang chuyén khac nhw Nghin 1é m6t dém, “Bac qua la mot
nguwoi c6 nhan thitc sau sac, bac Hayes. Tai sao bac lai khang dinh néu
Amber tir bd dita con trai thi nha dé sé gap rac r6i?”

“Vi dén mot lic nao day ho sé lai mudn c6 thang bé. Quy luat muén doi la
thé, chang phai sao? Gidy phit ném thir gi d6 di, cling la lic ta nhan ra minh
can n6 hon bao gio hét. Nhung qua tré, né mat roi. Vg toi la mot dién hinh,
ludn ludn ném di moi thit, nhitng lo son, tham trdi san, va hai nam sau y nhw
rang lai phdi bdi tung l1én dé tim. Con toi ay a, toi cat lai hét. N6i sao nhi?
Toi nang niu moi th.”

“Vay y bac la 6ng Martin khong hé quan tam dén dita chau ngoai cta
minh tredce khi xdy ra vu an mang?”

Ong ta dwa ngén tré va ngén cai s& 1én chép mili, “Ai néi vay? Qua that
Bob da gitt kin y dinh ctia minh. Chinh Gwen la ngudi khang khang cho dira
tré di. Cling dé hiéu thoi, t6i nghi 1a tai lic d6 Amber con qua tré.”

“Luc dé co dy bao nhiéu tuoi?”

Ong ta chau may, “T6i twdng ong Crew phai biét rd vé chuyén nay chit.”
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C6 mim cudi, “Ong ay biét, nhung nhw chau da néi, d6 khong phai nhiém
vu cta chau. Chau chi to mo thoi. BPang thwvong qua.”

“Plng 1a dang thwong. Lic d6 Amber 13 tudi.” Ong ta dam chiéu, “Toi
nghiép. Van chwa biét gi ca. La do mot thing ngu nao do6 & truong ay.” Ong
ta hat cam vé hwdng sau nha, “Trwong Trung hoc Parkway.”

“Co phai Amber va Olive déu di hoc treong ay khong?”

“Ha!” D06i mat gia nua sang 1én vui thich, “Gwen khéng doi nao chiu nhw
vay. Co ta dwa lii tré tGi truong dong cao sang, noi chiing chi dugc hoc kién
thitc sdch vé ma khong hé biét gi vé thyc té cudc song.”

“Tai sao Amber khong pha thai? Hay ho theo Cong giao?” C6 nhg lai
Olive da tirng ké vé bao thai bi thao tr6i xudéng bon rira.

“Ho khong hé biét la Amber c6 thai, ding khéng nao? Chac chi nghi la
map lén théi.” Dot nhién 6ng ta cudi khung khuc, “Tic tdc dwa Amber vao
vién vi nghi bi viém ru0t thtra r6i con bé phot ra mét thang cu khoe manh.
Ho giau nhem chuyén do ludn. Téi chwa tirng gap ai gidi gitt bi mat nhuw thé.
Ngay cd nhitng ba xo cting khéng hé hay biét.”

“Nhung bac biét...” co tham do.

“Vo t6i doan ra,” 6ng ta gat gong noi. “R6 rang c6 chuyén nghiém trong
da xdy ra, nhung khéng phai chitng viém rudt thira roi. T6i d6 Gwen da suyt
phat dién va Jeannie vo t6i da doan ra. Nhuwng du sao chiing t6i cling biét gitt
mom gilt miéng. Chang c6 1y do gi dé tru dap cudc song cua bon tré. Do
khong phai 16i cia con bé.”

Roz nham tinh trong dau. Amber nhé hon Olive hai tudi va gio néu van
con song thi c6 ta 26 tudi. Co ndi, “Con trai co6 ay gio 13 tudi, va dugc
huwéng quyeén thira k€ tri gia ntra triéu bang Anh. Chau thac mac tai sao ong
Crew lai khong thé tim ra cau bé. Han phai c6 ho so nhan con nu6i duwgc luu
lai chit.”

“Tdi nghe noéi ho da 1an ra manh méi.” Ong gia nghién ham ring gia vé
that vong, cau ban 1am bam nhuw thé diéu minh ndi sé giai thich cho moi thac
méc. “Chi 1a tin don théi, ho Brown, & Uc. Thé day!”
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Roz bd qua cau trd 16i kho hiéu nay. Hay con thoi gian dé lam sang to6
viéc d6 ma khong t6 ra ngu ngo mot lan nita, “Vay con Olive thi sao. Bac c6
ngac nhién trudc nhitng viéc co ta da lam khong?”

“T6i gan nhu ching biét gi vé con bé d6.” Ong ta mim chit moi roi noi
tiép, “Va chang c6 gi ngac nhién khi c6 sé thay phat 6m trwdc céi tin nhitng
ngwoi c6 biét vira bi chém chét. Trwedng hgp cta Jeannie 1a thé day. Ba dy
khong bao gid c6 thé binh thwong nhuw treéc va mat sau do6 vai nam.”

“Chau rat tiéc.”

Ong ta gat dau, nhung 1o rang, vét thuong &y da lanh lai tir 1au, “Tdi cling
c6 nhin thay con bé dé ra ngoai, nhung chwa bao gio thady né néi nang gi.
Chac la xau ho, t6i doan vay.”

“Bai vi €0 ta qua béo?”

Ong ta tram ngdm mim méi, “Chéc vay. Jeannie néi con bé rat hay bj tréu
choc. Toi biét c6 nhitng c6 gdi map map nhung lai rat nang dong, va thuong
tr@ thanh tdm diém cuia moi hoat dong. To6i nghi, ban tinh cta con bé do la
luon nhin theo hwdng tiéu cwe. Chua bao gio cwoi dua thoai mai. Khong co
khiéu hai hwdc. Kiéu nguoi nhw thé chang dé dang két ban duwgc.”

“Con Amber thi nguoc lai?”

“0, ding. Con bé rat hoa dong.” Ong ta mo ho suy twéng lai qua khi,
“N6 kha xinh xan.”

“Hay Olive ghen ti vGi em gai?”

“Ghen ti?” Ong Hayes ngac nhién hai lai, “T6i chwra bao gid nghi thé. Néi
sao nhi? C6 cam giac hai chi em rat yéu thwong nhau.”

Roz boi réi nhiin vai, “Thé tai sao Olive lai giét em gai minh? Va tai sao
lai chat xac ra tttng manh? That ki quai.”

Ong ta quic méit nghi ngd, “Tdi twéng co dai dién cho Olive. C6 khong
biét thi con ai biét nita.”

“Téat nhién c6 ta sé khong néi dau.”

Ong ta nhin ra ctra s6, “Cha, thé thi...”

Thé thi sao? “Bac co biét tai sao khong?”
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“Jeannie doan la do ho6c mon.”

“Hod6c m6n?” Co vo thirc nhac lai, “Loai ho6c mén gi mdi duwgc cha?”

“Co biét day. Chuyén hang thang ay,” ong ta xau ho dap.

“A.” R6i loan tién kinh nguyét sao? Nhung c6 thdy that khé dé c6 thé
thdo luan thém vGi 6ng ta vé cha dé nay. Kinh nguyét la diéu khong bao gio
dugc nhic dén trong thé hé ciia nhitng nguwoi nhu 6ng ta. “Ong Martin c6
bao gio ndi ra suy doan vé dong co cia Olive khong?”

Ong gia 1ac dau, “Ching t6i khong bao gi®d ggi nhic dén cha dé ay. Noéi
sao nhi? Sau vu viéc t6i rat hiém khi gidp Bob. Ong dy nhic dén di chic cta
minh dau nhv mot hay hai 1an, va vé dia tré.” Ong ta lai hing giong, “Ong
ay bong choc song an dat, co biét day. Gia dinh chang con ai nita, tham chi
ngay ca nha Clarke cling da chuyén di. Cé thdi Ted va Bob than thiét nhw
anh em vay.” Mép ong tré xudng, “Ciling la do Ted gay sy trwdc. Bat dau
khong wa Bob vi 1y do nao do6 roi gan nhw tuyét giao. Ké dén nhitng nguoi
khac cling hanh x twong tir. Cudi cung chi con moi t6i la ban 6ng ay. Chinh
toi la ngwdi nhan ra c6 diéu khong 6n, khi nhin thay nhitng binh sita cit don
lai ngoai ctra.”

“Tai sao 6ng ta quyét dinh ¢ lai d6? Trong khi 6ng ta da giau dé khong
can quan tam dén ngoi nha s6 22 nita. Chuyén tdi cho nao chang tot hon ru
ru & do vdoi bong ma cua gia dinh minh.”

Ong Hayes 1am bam nhw ty nhu, “Tdi cling khong hiéu néi. C6 18 6ng dy
can ban bé & quanh minh.”

“Bac néi nha Clarke chuyén di. Ho chuyén di dau vay?”

Ong ta lic dau, “T6i khong biét. Ho bat ngd bé di vao mot budi sang ma
chang thém néi vdi ai cau nao. Ba ngay sau c6 mot chiéc xe tai chuyén nha
dén va chd tat ca do dac theo. Ngbi nha ct vo chi nhu thé khodng mot nam
cho dén khi gia dinh Blair mua nd. Tt bay khong nghe tin titc gi tir ho nita.
Khoéng gti lai dia chi. Bat vo am tin. N6i sao nhi? Chuing toi tirng la ban t6t,
sau nguoi chung toi, va gio con minh toi ¢ day. Moi viéc that ki quai.”

Vo6 cung ki qudi, Roz nghi. “Bac c6 nhé hang méi gidi nha dat nao da rao
ban ngoi nha khong?”
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“Cong ty ctia Peterson, nhung c6 chang moi dwoc tin gi tir ho dau. Chang
khac nao Hitler. Lam ra vé ta day quan trong lam. Khi t6i ghé qua va héi ho
dia chi méi cta nha Clarke, ho bao to6i dung chd mii vao chuyén nguoi
khac. To6i dop chét lai ludn, rang day la mot thé gidi tw do, va chang cé 1y do
gi ma nguoi ta lai khong thé hdi tham vé ban minh cd. Nhung khong, ho
nhan dugc yéu cau la phai gitr bi mat. N6i sao nhi? Hoéa ra nguwdi nha Clarke
muon cat dit quan hé vai toi. Ha! Néu ho mudn tuyét giao vdi Bob, hay
mdy con ma thi con dé hiéu, dang nay... Va phia cong ty d6 doa rang néu t6i
lan truyén tin don nay ra ngoai, ho sé budc phai can thiép. Co biét tdi nén
oan trach ai roi day. Lién doan cac cong ty moi gidi bat dong san, néu co ton
tai mot lién doan nhuw thé that, nhung t6i ngo la...” ong ta huyén thuyén, nhw
muon trit ra hét sy han hoc do c6 don va bat man.

Roz thdy t0i nghiép cho 0ng gia, “Bac c6 hay gap con trai khong?” Co hoi
khi 6ng ta nghi l1ay hoi.

“Cung thinh thoang.”

“Ho bao nhiéu tuoi r6i?”

“Hai dita déu hon 40 r6i.” Ong ta néi sau mot thodng suy nghi.

“Ho nghi sao vé Amber va Olive?”

Ong ta lai van vo cai miii, “Ching c6 biét gi vé hai dita 4y dau. Ching da
roi nha rat 1au trwedc khi hai con bé dén tuoi vi thanh nién.”

“Ho chua titng trong hd hay choi dua cung hai chi em nha dy khi con nho
sao?”

“May dita con nha t6i 4? Chiing sé khong trong tré dau.” Do6i mat gia nua
nhoe di, va 6ng hat ham veé phia chiéc ta bup phé dat day anh cta hai cau trai
tré trong bd quan phuc. “Nhitng di¥a tré ngoan. La linh ca.” Ong ta udn ngyc
tw hao, “Nghe theo 10i khuyén cua toi va gia nhap quan doi. Nhung gio
ching bi cho vé vion ca r6i, ca trung doan dang hirng huc khi thé chién dau
ma lai bi giai tan. Co c6 biét bo con toi da cong hién doi trai cho Nit hoang
va nha nudc tong cong phai dén 50 nam roi khong? Toi da ké vaGi cd rang toi
titng chién ddu & sa mac trong chién tranh chuwa?” Ong ta lo dang nhin khip
can phong, “Cé mot tdm anh chup Churchill va Monty* trén m6t chiéc xe
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jeep ¢ dau do6. Ching t6i ai cling c6 mét tdim. Quy lam day. N6 & dau roi
nhi?” Ong ta xtic dong noi.

Roz xach chiéc cap tap lén. “Bac khong phai ban tdm vé tdm anh dau, bac
Hayes. D€ lan tGi chau xem cling dwoc.”

“C0 sé quay lai ha?”

“Chéau rat mudn quay lai, néu bac khong thay phién.” Co lay ra mot tam
danh thiép tir chiéc tui xach, nhan tién tat nat ghi am, “Pay la tén va s6 dién
thoai cua chau. Rosalind Leigh. Ma vung & London nhung chau sé xudng
day thuong xuyén trong vong may tuan tGi, nén néu bac mudn néi chuyén
phiém thi hay goi cho chau,” c6 mim cwoi khich 1€ va ding 1én.

Ong gia ngac nhién nhin cd, “N6i chuyén phiém? Lay Chia t6i. Mot
nguoi tré nhw ¢d con nhiéu viéc dang dé lam hon.”

Ciling ding, nhung c6 can thong tin. Nu cuwdi cta cd, cling giong nhw nu
cuoi cua 6ng Crew, déu la gia tao. “Hen gap bac sau, bac Hayes.”

Ong ta guong ditng ddy mot cach ki quic, roi dwa ban tay day chdm doi
moi ra, “Rat vui dwgc gap co, co Leigh. N6i sao nhi? Khong phai ltic nao
mot ong gia cling tinh cd gap dugc mdt ¢o gai tré quyén ri thé nay.”

Ong ta néi véi giong chan thanh dén mic c6 cam thdy toi 16i. Tai sao con
ngwoi ta lai roi vao nhitng hoan canh khon cung dén thé?
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Nho sy trg gitip cia mot canh sat, Roz tim dugc dwong dén truong dong dia
phuong.

“Chac la trvong dong Thanh Angela,” anh ta n6i véi c6. “Ré€ trai cho cot
den giao thong roi lai ré trai tiép. C6 mot toa nha 16n xay bang gach dé, nam
lui vao phia trong so véi duong cai. Co sé dé dang nhan ra thoi. Do la cong
trinh kién tric t té€ duy nhat con sét lai ¢ ving nay.”

Toa nha theo phong cach Victoria nho cao véi vé trang 1é, vitng chai, va
noi bat gitta nhitng can ho 16n xon cli ki xay bang bé tong ré tién xung
quanh. Mot cong trinh mang dam chat sw pham ma khong trwong hoc hién
dai nao c6é dwoc. Roz di vao cong truedc, cdm thay kha than thudc vi da dugc
dao tao ¢ nén gido duc kiéu nay. Nhin lwét qua nhitng canh ctta phong hoc
dé ngo, cb trong thdy ban ghé, bang den, gia sach, va ca nhitng c6 nit sinh
mac dong phuc gon gang dang cham chu nghe gidang. M6t méi trudng hoc
tap yén tinh, noi phu huynh cé thé kiém soat phwong phap gido duc ma nha
treong day cho con cai ho, bang cach cuc ki don gian 1a doa dam sé chuyén
hoc sinh t6i noi khac va khéng trd hoc phi. Va bat ¢t khi nao cé dugc quyén
hanh &y, yéu cau ctia phu huynh sé luon la nhw nhau: ki luat, chwong trinh
hoc, va két qua. C6 nhom qua ctra s6 va nhin vao mgt can phong. R0 rang
do la thw vién. Cha cha, chang trach Gwen c¢ khang khang gwri con gai dén
day hoc. Roz dam cé treong trung hoc Parkway kia chang khac nao mot nha
thwong dién, noi tiéng Anh, lich s, tén gido va dia ly dugc day nhw cac
mon don 1é trong chwong trinh hoc co ban, chinh ta trd thanh thit 16i thoi,
Tiéng Phap thanh hoat dong ngoai khoa, chwra bao gio nghe noi dén tiéng La
tinh, va khoa hoc chi don thuan la chuyén phiém vé hiéu tng nha kinh...

“T6i co thé giap gi cho c6 khong?”

Roz quay nguoi lai, né nu cwoi, “Pugc vay thi tot qua.”

Mot phu nit sac sdo gan sau muoi tudi vira ditng budc tride canh cira dan
bién “Thuw ki”.
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“Co0 la phu huynh mu6n gtti con vao day hoc sao?”

“Udc gi dugc nhe thé a. Ngoi treong nay tuyét qua. Nhung téi chwa co
con,” c6 giai thich trwdc anh nhin td mo pha chit béi r6i ctia ngwoi phu ni
kia.

“A, ra vay. Va gio thi tdi gitip gi duwgc cho c6?”

Roz lay tdm danh thiép ra. “Rosalind Leigh,” c6 tw gigi thiéu. “T6i mudn
noi chuyeén vadi hiéu treéng?”

“Bay gio sao?” Nguoi phu nit ngac nhién hoi.

“Vang, néu ba ay ranh. Khong thi t6i xin dat lich hen va quay lai sau.”

Nguwdoi phu nit cam tdm danh thiép va cham chu doc, “T6i c6 thé biét co
muon noi vai hiéu tredng vé chuyén gi khong?”

Roz nhin vai, “Chi la mét s6 théng tin co ban vé ngodi treong cling nhw
d6i twgng hoc sinh dén nhap hoc thoi.”

“Co la Rosalind Leigh, tadc gid ctia cuon sach Qua tdm guong soi phai
khong?”

Roz gat dau. Qua tdm guong soi la cudon sach m@i nhat, va cting kha nhat
ctia c6. Sach ban twong doi chay va nhan dwgc nhiéu 16i khen nggi, vdi cha
dé xody sau vao viéc thay doi nhan thitc vé sy phai tan nhan sac cia phu ni
qua nam thang. Gi¢ c6 tw hoi khong biét minh da 1dy dau ra bay nhiéu sitc
lyc dé viét dugc cubn sach dé. La vi dam mé, c6 nghi. Chua dé kha cuén hut
cO.

“T6i vira doc xong.” Nguwdi phu nit mim cuwdi, “T6i dong y v&i mot so két
luan cua c6, tuy nhién né thwe sy bat ngwoi doc phai dong ndo khiép qua.
Tac pham cua c6 rat dang yéu, ma chac c¢6 cling y thirc dugc diéu do.”

Roz cudi, ngay 1ap tic thay c6 thién cam véi ngudi phu nit nay. “It nhat
thi ba cling thang than.”

Ngudi kia nhin dong ho deo tay, “Vao van phong cuta t6i di. Nira tiéng
nita, t6i phai di gap vai phu huynh, nhwng cho tdi Iic do, t6i rat san long cho
c6 biét mdt so thong tin co ban vé treong. Loi nay...” Ba md& canh ctta c6
tam bién Thw ky, buwdc téi can phong lién ké vGi nd, va chi vao mot chiéc
ghé, “Moi ng6i. Co dung ca phé nhé?”
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“Vang.” Roz ngbi xudng, cham cha doi theo ngwoi phu nit ban biu lay
siéu nudc va vai chiéc coc. “Ba la hiéu trudng a?”

“A, diing roi.”

“O thoi caa toi thi hiéu truéng thuong 1a cac ba xo0.”

“Trudc day co cling hoc truong dong a? Co dung stta khong?”

“Ca phé den khong duong a.”

Ba dat mét chiéc coc boc hoi nghi ngut tredc mdt Roz va ngoi xuong doi
dién c6. “That ra t6i van la mot ba xo. Xo Bridget. Ching t6i th6i mac tu
phuc kha lau r6i, vi thady n6 da vo hinh tao nén mot birc twong ngan cach nir
tu va xa hoi.” Ba cuwoi khic khich, “T6i khong biét mac nhw thé thi c6 van
de gi, nhung moi ngudi luon cd tranh ching téi néu co6 thé. Téi cho rang co
1& ho cdm thdy néu khong tranh mat, ho sé phai gong minh lén dé tng xuw
chudn myc. Ma nhu thé thi rat khé chju. Cudc néi chuyén thuwong guong
gao.”

Roz bat tréo chan va vo thitc ng6i thu gian trén chiéc ghé banh. D6i mat
c6 dong day sy am ap va hai huwdc. Méi mot nam tredce thoi, ching van la
ctra s6 tam hon, thé hién tinh cach hai hoa cia c6. Nhwng noi dang cay da
gam mon qua nhiéu diéu. “Co6 thé do6 la cam giac toi 16i. Ching ta can gitr
mom gitt miéng néu khong muodn khoi ra nhitng bai thuyét gido ma minh
xttng dang phdi nhan.” C6 nhdp mot ngum ca phé, “bPiéu gi lam xo nghi toi
cling tirng hoc truong dong?”

“Cubn sach cta cd. Co té ra bat man véi nhitng ton gido da dugc chinh
thitc hoa. T6i doan trudc kia co ting la tin d6 Do thai hodc Cong gido,
nhung nay da bé dao. Nhung chac chan khong phai tin do Tin lanh. Vi tw
twdng cua ton gido nay ngay tir dau da nang né hon rat nhiéu roi.”

“Thuec té t6i khong hé quay lung lai véi bat ki ton gido nao khi viét tac
pham d6.” Roz tir ton noéi, “Bay gio téi van la mot con chién Cong gido
ngoan dao.”

X0 Bridget nhan ra giong diéu cham biém cta c6, “Nhung bay gio thi
khong phai nita.”
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“Khong. Trong long t6i Chua da chét r6i.” C6 khé mim cuwoi trwdc anh
nhin day cam thong cta nguwoi phu nit doi dién. “Toi doan xo da doc ve
chuyén do. That kho 1ong khen nggi gu doc bao ctia xo day.”

“T6i la mot nha gido, quy co6 a. Ching t6i mang vé day ca bao chinh luan
lan tap chi tiép thi.” Ba khong hé cup mat xuéng hay té ra xau ho, va Roz
thdy long day cam kich. “Phdi, t6i da doc, va néu roi vao hoan canh cta co,
han t6i cling sé quay lwng lai véi Chda. Ngwoi tan nhan qua.”

Roz gat dau va quay lai cht dé cudn sach cia minh, “Néu t6i nhé khong
nham, t6n gido chi dwgc nhac dén duy nhit & mét chuwong. Sao xo lai thay
kho long dong tinh véi két luan cida t6i?”

“B@i ching dugc rit ra tt mot cau cham ngon duy nhét. Va vi t6i khong
thé chap nhan dwgc cau chdm ngon ay, nén to6i khong dong tinh véi nhitng
két luan cta co.”

Roz nhudng may, “Cau cham ngon nao vay?”

“T6t go hon t6t nwdc son.”

Roz ngac nhién, “Xo cam thdy cau ay khong ding sao?”

“Pung vay, khong phai lic nao no cting dung.”

“T6i khong biét noi gi nita. Va xo con la mot ni¥ tu co day.”

“Viéc la nit tu khong lién quan gi ¢ day ca. Toi chi thirc thoi thoi.”

Nhitng diéu ba xo n6i vo thitc goi c6 nhd vé Olive. “Xo thyc sy tin rang
nhitng ngwdi c6 vé ngoai wa nhin sé tot dep ca hay sao? Toi khong thé dong
y v&i quan diém dé. Thé cling chang khac nao khang dinh c ai xau nguoi
thi xau ca nét.”

“T6i khong hé noi vay. Co dang quy chup suy nghi cua t6i day, c6 gai a.”
Xo Bridget té vé ngac nhién, “Pon gian, t6i chi dang nghi ngd vé y niém
cho rang sac dep la mot gia tri bé néi ma thoi.” Ba gitt tdch ca phé bang ca
hai tay va noi tiép, “Tat nhién, d6 1a mot suy nghi dé chiu, tat ca ching ta
déu co6 thé hai long vdi ban than. Nhung sac dep, cling giong nhw sy giau co,
cling 1a mot loai tai san thudc vé gia tri dao dic. Tai sao w? Nhitng nguoi
song du da c6 thé dam bdo duwgc viéc ton trong phép tac luat 1€, hao phéng
va nhan hau. Con nguwoi ngheo thi khong. Khi con nguoi ta roi vao hoan
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canh tung quan, thi chuyén giit dugc long t6t hay pham gia dau phai la de.
Moi lan muon lam diéu t6t thye sy la moi lan phai gidang xé ban than. Co c6
chiu cho di mo6t xu khong, khi dé la dong cudi cung trong tui, va tham chi c6
con khong biét sé phai kiém dong tiép theo & dau?” Ba nd mdt nu cuwdi tinh
quai, “Néu dwgc chon thi chang ai muén minh nghéo hén hét.”

“T6i sé khong phan doi quan diém dé, nhung t6i khong thay moi lién hé
gitra cai dep va tién tai.”

“Cai dep nang dd con nguoi ta tranh xa khoi nhitng cam xuc tiéu cuc gay
ra bdi noi c6 don va su ruéng ray. Nhitng nguwoi c6 vé ngoai wa nhin thuc
chat da luén may man hon nguoi khac. Thue sy la nhw vay, va chinh c6
cling da thtra nhan diéu nay. Thé nén, ho c6 it Iy do hon dé han hoc, dé ghen
ti va dé thém muon nhitng tht minh khong thé c6. Ho thwong cé xu huwéng
tr¢ thanh tam ngam cta nhitng cam xuc ay, chit khong phéi can nguyén cta
ching.” Ba nhin vai, “T4t nhién sé luén c6 ngoai 1, hau hét nhitng treong
hop ay da dugc c6 nhac téi trong cuén sach. Nhung theo kinh nghiém cta
t0i, néu ai d6 hap dan, thi nét quyén rii han phai thé hién ti trong ra ngoai.
Tat nhién van c6 nhitng tranh ludn vé viéc vé dep ay toat ra tir ndi tam hay
hinh thitc treée, nhung ca hai ludn c6 xu huwdng song hanh.”

“Vay néu nguoi ta dep va giau cé thi canh cong thién dang sé rong ma
don chao hay sao?” C6 mim cwdi ranh manh, “Do6 1a mot triét 1y can ban do6i
véi tin do Cong giao, ding khong? Toi nghi Chua Jesus khuyén ran diéu
nguoc lai dung chiv. Kiéu nhu viéc mot con lac da lot qua 16 kim xau con dé
hon mot nguoi giau c6 budc dugce len thien dang.”

Xo Bridget cwdi hém hinh, “Co qué la mét nit tu kin dang né.” Ba lo dang
dung cay but bi khudy tach ca phé cta minh, “Pung, Nguoi da noi vay,
nhung néu dat vao dung ngit canh, toi nghi triét ly ay sé bo sung cho quan
diém cuda t6i chit khong phai phan bac lai. Co6 nhé chit, mot anh chang giau
c6 da hoi ngudi lam cach nao dé dwgce bat tir. Ngwoi dap: Hay nghe theo 16i
ran ctia Chta. Anh ta tra 10i: Tt nhd, con van luon gitt tron dao, nhung con
con c6 thé lam gi hon nita khong. Chda tra 16i: Néu con muén tré nén hoan
héo, va t6i xin nhan manh t¢ ‘hoan hao’, thi hay ban hét tat ca nhitng gi con
c6 va chia tién cho ngudi ngheo, r6i di theo ta. Ngwoi thanh nién lién bé di,
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buo6n rau vi anh ta c6 qua nhiéu ctia cai va khéng nd ban hét. Sau do, Chua
Jesus da dwa ra mét vi du minh hoa bang con lac da va 16 kim xau. Nhw c6
thdy ddy, anh ta dang noi vé sy hoan héao, chit khong phai chi la long t6t.” Ba
mut dau but bi, “Xét mdt cach cong bang, t6i luon cho rang ban hét cia cai
c6 nghia la ban hét nha ctra va viéc kinh doanh budn ban cung toan b0
nhitng nguwoi ¢ dg hay lam thué trong do, vay van dé dao dirc nay qua that
khién nguoi ta khé x¥. Nhung t6i nghi diéu Chtia mudn néi la: Cho dén thoi
diém nay con la nguwoi tot, nhung dé danh gia xem con thue sy tot dén dau,
thi hdy dat minh vao hoan canh khong mot xu dinh tdi. Hoan hao 1a di theo
Chaa va gitt gin ditc hanh khi con nghéo khé dén noi trom cap va liva gat la
lIva chon duy nhat néu con muodn thitc day vao sang hom sau. Mot muc tiéu
khong twdng.” Ba nhap ca phé va nhay mat, “Tat nhién, c6 thé t6i da nham.”

Roz thang thirng dap, “Cha, t6i sé khong phan bac xo vé van dé ay. T6i
ngo rang lam thé that chang khac nao c6 dam an x6i. Nhung t6i cho rang xo
dang tranh ludn dya trén luan diém khong may vitng vang rang sac dep la
mot tai san thudc vé pham tru dao ditc. Vay con nhitng cam bay cuda tinh
kiéu ngao va chudong hu vinh thi sao? Va xo sé giai thich thé nao vé viéc
mot vai trong s6 nhitng ngudi t6t nhat t6i biét, lai khong hé xinh dep?”

X0 Bridget cuoi sang khodi, “Co lai bé cong nhitng gi t6i noi réi. To6i
chwa bao gio n6i rang muon lam ngudi tot thi phdi xinh dep. T6i chi phan
béac khi ¢6 nhat muc khiang dinh nhitng nguai tot nwdc son thi khong tot go.
Theo quan sat cua t6i, thwong nhitng ngwdi xinh dep cling rat t6t bung. N6i
ngan gon, nhitng ngudi xinh dep thi da sic dé tré nén t6t bung.”

“Quay lai vGi cau héi ban ndy cua toi, vay diéu d6 cé nghia, nhitng ngwoi
xau xi thi thuwong khong tir té sao?”

“Tat nhién la khong. Cling giong nhu chang con gi té hon khi khang dinh
ngwoi ngheo luén ludn xau xa. That ra chi 1a ho phdi chiu thir thach khac
nghiét hon ma thoi.” Ba khé nghiéng dau, “Lay Olive va Amber lam vi du.
Vi rot cudc doé cling la muc dich thye sy cia chuyén viéng tham nay. Amber
khd may man. Con bé la mdt trong nhitng dita tré dang yéu nhat toi tirng
biét. Moi ngudi déu yéu quy con bé. Olive thi ngwgc lai, hau nhw khéng
dugc ai biét dén. Hon nita, con bé lai khong c6 nhiéu tinh t6t. N6 tham lam,
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hay doi tra va thi thodng t6 ra kha dit dan. T6i thay that khé ma thich no6i
Olive.”

Roz khong dinh phan doi viéc chuyén chta dé. Du sao cudc tro chuyén nay
ngay tir dau da huwéng tdi van dé dé ma. “Va xo cling phai trai qua thir thach
hét nhw Olive. Xo da that bai sao? Xo khong thé wa c6 ta sao?”

“Kho6 ma yéu quy Olive, cho t&i khi Amber nhap hoc. Tinh cach tét dep
nhat caa Olive 1a tinh yéu vo bo bén danh cho ¢6 em gai, khong hé toan tinh
ich ki. Con bé quan tam tGi Amber nhv ga me cham con, va thwong dat 1gi
ich cia Amber lén trén 1gi ich ciia minh. T6i chwa tirng chitng kién th tinh
cadm sau dam nao nhuw thé gitta chi em gai v6i nhau.”

“Vay tai sao co ta lai giét em gai minh?”

“Thue sy thi vi sao? Lan nay cau hoi do6 rat can 101 dap.” Ba xo gia nong
rudt go ngon tay lén mat ban, “T6i vao tham con bé mdi khi cé thé. N6
khong dinh néi cho t6i biét. Loi giai thich duy nhat t6i nghi ra dugc, la tinh
yéu dén am anh cta ngudi chi da chuyén thanh sy thu ghét dén mirc am anh
twong duong. Co gap Olive chwa?”

Roz gat dau.

“C0 nghi sao vé con bé?”

“Co ta co ve thong minh.”

“Pung vay. Con bé da c6 thé vao dai hoc néu c6 hiéu treéng thoi dé thanh
cong trong viéc thuyét phuc ba me vé nhitng lgi ich cta viéc nay. Ngay a4y,
toi chi la giao vién quen.” Ba thd dai, “Nhung ba Martin la mot phu nit bao
tha, va Olive lai rat sg me. V&i tw cach nha truong, ching toi da khong thé
lam gi dé ba ta thay d6i quyét dinh. Hai dita ra truong, Olive tot nghiép vGi
ba diém A va Amber véi bon diém O xoang xoang.” Ba lai thé dai lan nita,
“Toi nghiep Olive. Con bé di lam thu ngan trong siéu thi trong khi Amber
thtr di hoc lam toc, hinh nhuw la vay.”

“Siéu thi nao vay?”

“Siéu thi cua Pettit trén dai 10. Nhung chd d6 dong cira dwge vai nam roi,
gio da thanh cwa hang ban rugu.”
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“Vao thoi diém xdy ra vu an, co ta dang lam viéc & Phong Y t€ va An
ninh Xa hoi dung khong?”

“Phai, va toi tin con bé dang lam rat tot. Tat nhién la ché lam do ba me
chon.” Xo Bridget ngdm nghi mat lic roi ndi tiép, “That khoi hai, toi tinh co
gap Olive chi chitng mot tuan trwdc vu an mang. To6i rat ming khi gap lai

(13

con bé. Trong Olive c6 vé...” Ba nging lai, “...rat hanh phic. Pung, t6i
nghi dung ttr ‘hanh phic’ 1a chuan xac.”

Roz dé mdc khong gian roi vao thinh lang va chim dam trong dong suy
twéng cua riéng minh. Cé qua nhiéu diém vo ly trong cau chuyén nay. “Co
ta c6 hoa hgp vdi ba me khong?” Cudi cung c6 héi.

“T6i khong biét. T6i ludon c6 an tuwgng rang con bé hgp v6i bd hon. Tat
nhién, ba Martin mdi la nguwdi c6 tiéng néi trong gia dinh. Chac chan ba ta la
nguwoi quyét dinh moi chuyén. Ba ta rat doc doan, nhung t6i khong cé an
twgng gi vé viéc Olive chong déi me. Bung la kiéu phu nit khé néi chuyén,
va lu6n luén chirng muc. Ba ta luon can trong lwa chon tirng tir minh noi,
nhw mudn che gidu con nguwoi that. Nhung t6i khong hiéu ba ta can che gidu
diéu gi.”

Tiéng go ctra vang lén va mot phu nit tho dau vao, “Thwa xo, ong ba
Barker dang dogi a. Xo da san sang gap ho chwa?”

“Hai phut nita nhé, Betty.” Ba mim cuwdi véi Roz, “T6i xin 16i. T6i khong
chic minh c6 gidp duwoc gi cho 6 khong nita. A, khi con hoc & ddy, Olive c6
mot nguwoi ban, khong phai kiéu ban be nhw c6 va t6i hay nghi t6i dau,
nhung con bé néi chuyén véi c6 gai nay nhiéu hon bat ki ai. Ho ctia con bé
sau khi két hon la Wright, Geraldine Wright, va con bé song & mot ng6i lang
tén la Wooling, cach noi nay khodng muwdi sdu cay s6 vé phia Bac. Néu con
bé san long noéi chuyén vai c6, téi chac rang né sé cung cap cho c6 nhiéu
thong tin hon t6i. Tén ng6i nha con bé dang & la Cay S6i.”

Roz ghi chép ngan gon cac chi tiét vao quyén s6 ghi chép. “Tai sao toi lai
c6 cam giac xo dang ddt hi vong vao t6i nhi?”

“Olive cho t6i xem la thw ctia c6 vao lan cudi toi gap con bé.”
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Roz ditng day, cam cap tap va tdi xach 1én. C6 tram ngdm nhin ba xo,
“Biét dau t6i chi c6 thé viét ra nhitng thit tan nhan.”

“T6i khong nghi vay.”

“Vang, t0i cling khong nghi thé.” Co6 dirng lai trdc canh cira, “Rat vui vi
duogc gdap xo hom nay.”

“Hi vong gap lai c6,” xo Bridget noi. “T6i rat mong dwgc biét nhitng tién
trién trong qua trinh diéu tra ctia c6.”

Roz gat dau, “Liéu Olive c6 thye sy 1a hung thu khong?”

“T6i that long khong biét.” Ba xo cham rai dap, “Tat nhién, toi cling ban
khoan. Toan b0 sy viéc qua kinh khung, dén noi khé long chap nhan dwoc.”
R6i ba két luan, “Can than nhé, co gai yéu quy. Biéu duy nhat t6i co6 thé qua
quyét vé Olive la con bé néi doi vé gan nhuw tat ca moi diéu.”

Roz ghi lai tén cta vién canh sat chiu trach nhiém bat gii* Olive ti* bai bao
cat ra va ghé vao sé canh sat trén dwong tré vé London. “T6i mudn tim
trung si Hawksley.” Co noi vGi vién canh sat trgc ban, “Anh ta lam viéc &
day nam 1987. Khong biét gid anh ta con cong tac khong?”

Trye ban lac dau, “Bo viéc r6i, khodng mwoi tdm, hai mwoi thang trude gi
d6.” Anh ta chong khuyu tay 1én quay va vui vé nhin co, “T6i c6 thé giup gi
dwgc khong?”

Moi 6 vO thitc cong 1én, “Co 1é anh c6 thé cho t6i biét gio anh ta dang &
dau.”

“Pugc. Anh ta mé mdt nha hang trén phé Wenceslas, va séng & can ho
tang trén.”

“Va bang cach nao t6i c6 thé tim thay phé Wenceslas?

“Cha, gio...” anh ta xoa cam vé suy ngam, “... cach dé nhat la dgi nita
tiéng nita, hét ca tryc toi sé dan co di.”

Roz cuoi, “Va ban gai anh sé noéi sao day?”

“M0ot cau haéi kha thong minh day. C6 dy c6 cai luGi sac nhw 1uGi cuwa
vay.” Anh ta nhdy mat, “Néu c6 khéng noi thi toi cling sé chang hé rang nita
10i.”
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“Xin 16i anh. Pang tiéc t6i lai dang bi cum chat vdi mot ldo chong ghét
canh sat chang kém gi ghét 1i trai bao.” No6i ddi bao gid cling dé dang hon.

Anh ta cwdi nhan nhé, “Ra khoi don ré trai va di chitng mot cay rudi nita
sé thady pho Wenceslas bén tay trai. Goc phd c6 mot ctra hang bo khéng. Nha
hang cia Hawksley & sat bén canh, c6 tén 1a Xoong Chan Tritng.” Anh ta go
g0 chiéc but chi 1én mat ban, “Co c6 dinh an ¢ dé khong?”

“Khong,” Roz dap. “Chi don thuan la cong viéc thoi. Toi khéng c6 y dinh
hwéng thu.”

Anh ta gat dau ung ho, “Khon ngoan ddy. Hawksley khong phai dau bép
xuat sac cho lam. Anh ta cit lam canh sat thi t6t hon.”

Xoong Chan Tritng nam trén truc duwong tdi London. Roz hoi lwdng ly khi
dwa xe vao bdi do vang tanh cua nha hang. Co6 thdy hoi mét va von khong
dinh néi chuyén vdi Hawksley vao ngay hom nay. Man tan tinh cua vién
canh sat tric ban cang khién c6 chan nan va ho hitng.

Nha hang Xoong Chan Tritng la mot toa nha gach do xinh xan, nam cach
dwong mot bai do xe. Hai ctra s6 16i nam hai bén canh ctra nang trich lam
bang g6 soi. Cay hoa tir dang sum sé choan toan bo mat tién. Hét nhu tredng
dong Thanh Angela, trong toa nha that lac 16ng véi kién triic xung quanh.
Ctra hang ctra hiéu hai bén déu bé khong, cac ctra s6 bién thanh cho dan ap
phich quang cdo. Ching hoa hgp vdi nhau theo 16i thiét ké thuwc dung ré tién
sau chién tranh, nhung lai chang lién két chit nao véi toa nha c6 kinh dang
phoi phai dan & gitta. T€ hon nita, chinh quyén thién can da chap nhan cho
nguwoi chi cli mé rong thém phan gac mai hai tang dang sau mat tién xay
bang gach dé. Gio 16p xi mang trat twong da toi tham lai bén trén mai ngoéi
ctia nha hang. Ngudi ta ¢6 gang chinh cho tan cay ti dang vat chéo qua mai
ngo6i, nhung phan kién tric nhd ra & bén phdi da chan hét anh nang, va
nhitng day leo ctia loai cay nay chang buon vuon tGi tdm cao am dam Ay.

Roz day ctta budc vao. Noi nay tdi tam va vang vé. Nhitng ban an trong
khong trong mot can phong hiu quanh. Giong nhw c6. Giéng nhuw cudc doi
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cd. Co dinh 1én tiéng goi, roi lai doi y. O day, moi thit déu qua yén binh, va
c6 khong can phdi voi. C6 nhén chan bwdc trén san va ngoi 1én mot chiéc
ghé dau & quay bar trong goc. Khong khi bang lang mui thitc an va mui téi
phi 16i cu6n, nhac c6 nhé rang ca ngay nay minh chwa an gi. Roz dogi mot
lic lau, nhung khong nhin thdy, cling khong nghe thay gi. Co thdy minh nhw
mot ké xam pham vao co6i tinh lang ctia nguoi khac. Co da dinh roi di, cling
lang lang nhw lic dén, nhung khong gian an yén la thuwong khién dau c6 guc
xuong hai tay ti lic nao chang rd. Sy kiét qué, ké dong hanh bdy nay, lai
dang tay vay chat lay co, va huwdng tam tri co tGi cai chét nhuw nhiéu lan
truge do.

C6 khi co s& 1am thé that. Thudc ngt, hodc tai nan 6 to. O to, ludn ludn 1a
6 t6. Mot minh, trong dém mua. That dé dang, chi viéc quay banh lai va tim
mot sy gidi thoat yén binh. D6 ciling la mot kiéu cong ly. Noi cam ghét banh
treéng va khudy dao tam tri, khién dau c6 dau nhitc. Chia 0i, ¢6 da tré nén
that té hai. Udc gi c6 ai bam vam con gian dit huy diét trong long c6 va dé
chat doc thoat ra. L.é nao Iris da ding? Liéu c6 c6 nén di tri liéu tam 1y hay
khong? Con sau mudn ghé gédm bat thinh linh cudn 1én trong long c6 nhw
mot con séng dit, va c6 nguy co tudn trao ra ngoai qua hang mi thanh nhitng
giot nwgc mat.

“Qi, chét tiét!” Co 1am bam gian di, voi 14y hai tay bung mit. C6 luc tim
chia khéa xe trong tdi xach, “Chét tiét! Chét tiét that! Di dau roi khong
biét?”

Mot ctt dong nhe khién c6 ngang phat 1én. Mot ngudi la mat dang dwra vao
quay rugu trong khung canh tranh t6i tranh sang, yén lang danh béng mot
chiéc coc va quan sat co.

Roz dé birng mat vi gian dit r6i nhin di ché khac, “Anh da ¢ d6 bao lau?”
Co cau kinh héi.

“Pu lau.”

Roz tim thdy chum chia khéa kep trong cudn so6 ghi chép va thoang nhin
anh ta, “Anh noi vay la sao?”

Anh ta nhun vai, “Dbu lau.”
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“A ddng, rd rang nha hang chwa mé ctra, thoi téi danh di vay.” Co tut khoi
chiéc ghé dau.

“Tuy c0,” anh ta tho o dap. “T6i chi dang dinh rét cho minh mot ly rugu
thoi. Co c6 thé & lai uéng cung tdi hodc roi di. Thé nao cling dugc cd.” Anh
ta quay lung lai phia c6 va khui mét chai reegu. B6i ma c6 da phai dan sac
do.

“Anh co phai trung si Hawksley khong?”

Anh ta dwa cai ndt chai 1én mdi va hit ha tan thuwéng, “Pa ting. Gio toi
chi 1a Hal th6i.” Anh ta quay lai va rét rugu vao hai chiéc ly, “C6 1a ai?”

Co0 lai mé tui xach lan nita, “T6i c6 danh thiép ¢ dau day.”

“N6i ra luon cling c6 mat gi dau.” Anh ta day mot trong hai ly rwgu vé
phia co.

“Rosalind Leigh,” c0 no6i ngan gon, dywng tdim danh thi€p bén chiéc dién
thoai trén quay bar.

Co nhin nguwoi dan 6ng trong anh sang 16 ma, phit choc quén di si xau ho
cta minh. Trong anh ta chang cé vé gi la chia mdt nha hang. Cé nghi tham,
néu thay nguy, c6 c6 thé st dung giay cao got. Anh ta da lau chwa cao rau va
b6 4o quan mau den nhan nhiim nhw thé ¢ mac thé di ngu. Anh ta khong
deo ca vat va chiéc 4o so mi da mat t6i nira hang cuc, lam 10 ra dam 16ng
den xoan tit trén nguc. Vét swng phong phia trén ma trai khién con mat hip
lai. V&t mau kho bét trong hai 16 miii. Anh ta nang ly 1én va né nu cudi
cham biém, “Chuc sttc khoe, c6 Rosalind. Chao mirng t&i nha hang Xoong
Chan Tritng.” Gigng anh ta uyén chuyén nhip nhang, phang phat phuwong
ngit Geordie ctia phuwong Bac, du da thay doi nhiéu sau mét thoi gian dai gan
b6 vGi phuwong Nam.

“Hop ly hon nhiéu néu ching ta udng vi sttc khoe ctia anh,” c6 thang
thirng dap. “Trong anh khong duwoc khée lam.”

“Vay chuc suc khoe cho ca hai. Chuc chung ta s6m thoat khoi nhitng gi
khién minh dau dén.”

“Nhirng gi la gi, trong treong hop ctia anh?”
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Anh ta chi vao cho tham tim trén mat, “Pay chit dau. Con c6? Diéu gi
khién c6 kho sg?”

“Khong gi cd. Toi 6n,” co khé noi.

“Chac roi.” Doi mat den lay cda anh ta diu dang hwéng vé phia co, “Mot
nita trong c6 con song. Nita kia thi da chét.” Anh ta n6c can ly va rét thém
rgu, “Co mudn gi ti trung s Hawksley?”

Co6 nhin quanh can phong, “Anh khong mé ctra sao?”

“Pé lam gi?”

“Pon khach hang,” ¢6 nhun vai.

“Khach hang,” anh ta tram ngam nhac lai. “C6é mot cach dién dat hay hon
day.” Anh ta cuoi khung khuc, “Phai goi ho 1a mot giong loai quy hiém. Co6
chwa nghe thay bao gio a? Lan cudi cung t6i thay mot khach hang la ba ngay
tredc. Po 1a mot ga coi coc nho thd, deo ba 16 trén lung va cham cham kiém
mon tritng trang chay va ca phé khong chira caffeine.” Anh ta dot nhién im
lang.

“That that vong.”

“Pung vay.”

Co lai ngo6i xudng cai ghé dau, “DBo6 khong phai 16i cia anh,” ¢6 an i.
“Pang thoi ki suy thoai, ai cling kho khan. Hang xém cua anh c6 vé cling
thé.” C6 phac mot ctr chi hwdng vé phia civa chinh.

Hawksley véi tay bat mot cong tic bén quay bar. Anh dén téa rang khip
cac bitc twong, khién nhitng chiéc ly trén ban anh lén 1ap lanh. Vét sung noi
ma trai han la chd nhe nhat. Mau tuwoi ri ra tir vét thwong phia trén tai va
chdy xudéng c6. Anh ta cé6 vé khong hé hay biét. “Co vira noi tén co la gi
nhi?” D6i mat den lay cua anh ta ngam nghia c6 mot chdc roi nhin ra phia
sau xem x€t toan bo can phong.

“Rosalind Leigh. T6i nghi minh nén goi xe citu thuong.” Co6 bat lyc ndi,
“Anh dang chay mau kia.”

CO c6 cam giac la lung rang minh dang hanh x dan di hon nhiéu so véi
moi ngay, nhat la trong tinh huéng dac biét nay. Pay la ai? R6 rang c6 chang
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coO trach nhiém gi. RO rang co chi la nguoi dung, tinh cO gap mat anh ta,
“T0i sé goi vo anh.”

Hawksley n@ nu cuwdi méo mé, “Sao lai khong nhi? Co ta thich cuw6i nhao
lam. C6 1€ gio van vay.” Anh ta vdi 1dy mot cai khan roi chwom 1én dau,
“Dirng lo, tdi sé khong chét khi ¢6 ¢ day dau. Nhitng vét thwong trén dau
thwong trong co vé té hon thue té. Co that xinh dep. ‘Khap mién Ind, tir Tay
sang Dong. Ngoc nao sanh noéi bong hong Rosalind*.’”

“Cit goi t6i la Roz va t6i mong anh dirng trich dan lung tung,” c6 thang
thirng dap. “No6 khién t6i kho chiu.”

Anbh ta nhadn vai, “‘Nhw em muodn.’”

Co byc boi the hat ra, “Han anh thay nhw thé thad vi lam.”

“C0 nhay cam quad, t6i hiéu r6i. Vay cai nguoi khién c6 kho sé la ai vay
nhi?” Anh ta nhin vao ngén ap it cta cd, “Chéng? Chéng cii? Ban trai?”

Co phét 10 may cau héi, “Cé ai khac & day khong? Ai dé trong bép chang
han? Anh nén lam sach vét thwong di da.” C6 chun miii, “That ra, anh nén
lam sach ca cho6 nay nita. B6c mui ca mu tanh ngom.” Mot khi da ngti thay,
cai thit mui kho chiu nay cang lic cang khién ngwdoi ta thay kinh tém.

“C6 ludn tho 16 nhw vay sao?” Hawksley to mo hdi va giii cai khan dudi
voi nuwdc, nhin mau phai dan. “Tai t6i day,” anh ta n6i khé khoc. “T6i phai
boi giita ca tdn ca thu. That khong phai mot trai nghiém dé chiu gi.” Anh ta
ti tay vao thanh bon rita va nhin cham cham xu6ng day bon, dau cii xudng
kiét strc nhw thé mot con bo duc trwde don tan cong chi mang ctia ngudi dau
si.

“Anh khong sao chit?” Roz nhin anh ta, tran c0 nhan lai vi lung tung. Co
khong biét phai lam gi. Viéc nay khong lién quan dén c6, Roz tham nhac di
nhac lai trong dau nhw vay, nhung c6 khéng thé ctt thé ma bé di. L& anh ta
ngat ra day thi sao? “Phai c6 ai d6 dé t6i nhg giip d& chu? Mot ngudi ban
hay hang x6m chang han. Anh song & dau?” Nhung co biét cau tra 16i. Anh
ta song & can hd phia trén, vién canh sat tré da cho co biét.

“Troi dat, co kia,” Hawksley gam g, “Thoi ngay di dwgc khong, vi
Chua.”
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“T6i chi co gitip anh théi ma.”

“C0 goi do la gitp do sao? V6i toi thi chang khac nao nhitng 16i can
nhan.” Bong anh ta tr@ nén canh giac, nhw dang lang nghe am thanh gi dé c6
khong hé nghe thay.

“Co van de gi sao?” Roz hoi, thoang lo sg truéc biéu cam cua anh ta.

“C0 c6 khoa ctra sau khi vao khong?”

Co nhin cham cham vao nguwoi dan 6ng tredc mat, “Khong, tat nhién la
khong.”

Anh ta di theo anh deén, tGi ctra ra vao, r6i gan nhw khuat dang trong béng
toi. Co nghe tiéng then ctra sap xudng.

“Nghe nay...” C6 noi, ditng xudng khoi ghé.

Anh ta bat than xudt hién bén canh c6, vong canh tay qua vai va dwa ngén
tay 1én moi co, “Yén nao, co gai.” Anh ta gitt co dirng im.

“Nhung...”

“Suyt!”

Pén pha 6 t6 loang loang quét qua ctra s6, cat bong té6i bang mot khoang
anh sang trang. Bong co xinh xich & s6 khong mot lat, r6i xe sang s6 va
phong di. Roz c6 gang thoat ra nhung vong tay Hawksley chi cang siét chat.
“Chwa duwoc,” anh ta thi tham.

Ho ding yén khong nhtc nhich gitta nhitng ddy ban, y nhw nhitng birc
twgng trong mot da tiéc ma quy. Roz gian di vung ra, “That ngé ngan.” Co
rit 1én qua ké rang, “T6i khong biét chuyén quai quy gi dang dién ra nhung
that khong thé chiu noi nita. Ai & trong chiéc xe d6?”

“Khach hang,” anh ta bu6n rau dap.

“Anh dién r6i.”

Anh ta cam tay c0 va thi tham, “Téi day, 1én gac xem xem.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do6 dau,” co vung tay minh ra. “Chua oi, khong ai nghi
duoc gi khac hon ga tinh hay sao?”

Mot tiéng cuwdi ngac nhién cat 1én, “Ai noi gi vé chuyén ga tinh?”

“T6i dang chuan bi noi day.”
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“Thoi, dé toi tién co ve.”

Roz hit mot hoi that sau, “Vay tai sao anh muon t6i 1én gac?”

“T6i song & can ho trén do6 va toi can di tam.”

“Anh muén t6i di theo dé lam gi?”

Hawksley thé dai, “Néu c6 con nhd, thi chinh c6 1a nguoi t6i day dé tim
gdp toi, Rosalind a. T6i chwa gap nguwdi phu nit nao gai goc khé chiu thé
nay.”

“Gai goc!” Co nhai lai, “Troi dat, that nyc cwdi hét sitc. Anh béc mui nhw
ca won, ro rang vira méi danh 16n, r6i ndu minh trong béng t6i, than tha vé
viéc € khach, roi lai du6i khéo ho di khi ho xuat hién. Anh bat t6i ngoi day
nam phut lién khong dwgce ctr dong, roi lai co 16i kéo t6i 1én trén tang...” Co
durng lai 1ay hoi, “T6i nghi chac minh dién mat.”

“Q, tuyét voi! T6i ciing chi can c6 thé thoi.” Anh ta lai tém lay tay c6, “Bi
nao, toi sé khong lam gi c6 dau. Vi that long, t6i nghi hién minh khong du
suc. Sao vay?”

Roz loang choang buéc theo anh ta, “Ca ngay nay toi chwa an gi.”

“Q, t6i ciing ching kha hon.” Hawksley din c6 qua cin bép ti mi va md
canh ctta phy, viron qua ngudi co6 dé bat vai bong den. “Lén lau di,” anh ta
néi v4i co. “Va nha tam & bén phai.”

Tiéng ctta khoa vang 1én hai lan sau lvng Roz, nhung c6 khong dé tam
dwgc nita. Co ngoi sup xuéng bon cau, kep dau minh gitta hai goi cho qua
con buon non.

beén sang. “Pay. Uong di. Nudc day.” Hawksley ng6i x0m trén san ngay
phia tréc Roz va quan sat guwong mat trang béch cta co. Luc nay, lan da co
trong nhw thach cao mau kem va d6i mat sam lai nhw trai man gai. Mot vé
dep bang gia, Hawksley nghi. “C6 c6 muo6n noi vé chuyén d6 khong?”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Bat ké chuyén gi lam c6 bu6n dén thé.”

C0 nhap mot chiut nwdc, “T6i khong buon. Toi doi.”

Hawksley dat tay lén dau goi va day nguoi ding day, “Pwoc thoi. Pi an
nao. Bit tét than bo thi sao?”
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Roz mim cudi yéu 6t, “Tuyét voi.”

“Ta on Chua! Ta lanh nha t6i chat citng may thit d6. Co thich an kiéu gi?”

“Tai hong, nhung...”

“Nhung sao?”

C0 nhan mat, “T6i nghi cai mui nay khién t6i phat 6m mat.” C6 dwa tay
1én che miéng, “T6i xin 16i nhwng thiyre sy t6i nghi sé t6t hon néu anh di tam
trwde di. Than bo vi ca thu sé chang hap dan hon dau.”

Anh ta ngtti 6ng tay ao, “Thwong nguwdi ta sé chang nhan ra mui kho chiu
sau mot lic 1am ban véi né.” Anh ta cho voi chdy hét c& va dé xa phong tam
vao dong nuwdc. “T6i e rang chi c6 mot nha tam thoi, nén néu c6 dinh non
tiép, c6 nén & lai day.” Anh ta bat dau céi quan 4o.

Co ding bat day, “Toi sé dgi ¢ ngoai.”

Anh ta viit 40 khoac xudng nén nha tam va céi cic so mi, “Nhé dirng lam
ban tham cua t6i day nhé!” Anh ta goi vdi theo, “C6 mot cai bon trong bép.
Dung n6 di.” Anh ta can than vén chiéc do qua vai, khong dé y rang Roz van
& phia sau. Co hai hung nhin cham cham vao nhitng vét thwong den bam trai
khap trén lung anh.

“Anh bi lam sao vay?”

Anh ta lai kéo ao len, “Khong c6 gi. Ra ngoai di. Lam tam mot cai
sandwich ma an. C6 banh mi va pho mat trong ta lanh.” Anh ta nhin vé mat
ctia ¢6 va binh than noéi, “Bé ngoai nhin ghé thé thoi. Cac vét thuong lic nao
chang vay.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra thé?”

Anh ta nhin thang vao mat co, “Ci¥ cho rang t6i nga xe dap di.”

Olive nd nu cwdi khinh khinh. C6 ta 1y cay nén ra khoi cho giau bi mat. Ho
da bo phan kham nguwdi sau khi mét phu nit xuat huyét vi bi dung que khua
khoang mot cach thé bao trong am dao dé tim thudc cam. Canh twong nay
dién ra trwdc mit thanh tra cta cuc, va thanh tra dé 1a mot ngudi PAN ONG
(Olive ludn ludén nghi vé dan 6ng & dang in hoa).
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Cay nén mém ra duwdi hoi am cua co thé. Olive kéo mot dau roi bat dau
nan. Tri nh& cta c6 ta kha tot. Co ta tin kha nang théi hon vao birc tuwgng
nhé xiu ndy ctia minh. Lan ndy sé& 1a mot nguwoi DAN ONG.

Roz lam sandwich trong bép, mat van liéc vé phia ctta phong tam. D6t nhién
vién canh do hoi Hawksley vé vu an cta Olive Martin lam c6 nhut chi. Crew
da tréd nén vo cung khé chiu khi c6 héi, du Crew la mét nguwoi rat lich su.
Chi it, ong ta khong c6 bo dang nhu bi Arnold Schwarzenegger* danh cho
hdc méu sudt ntra giod dong ho trong con ngd to6i tam. C6 ban khoan vé
Hawksley. Liéu anh ta c6 phat héa khong khi biét rang c6 dang c6 tim hiéu
vé mot vu an anh ta titng lién quan? Y nghi ndy that ching may dé chju.

C6 mot chai champagne trong tt lanh. Roz hon nhién nghi c6 thé viéc tiép
thém con vao nguoi sé khién Hawksley thuan tinh hon. Co bé chai rwgu 1én
cai khay dat banh sandwich cung hai cai ly.

“Anh dang dé danh champagne ha?” C6 hoi, giong twoi vui, c6 1€ 1a hoi
qua twoi vui, r6i dat cai khay 1én nap bon cau va xoay ngwoi lai.

Hawksley dang nam dai trong bon tam day xa phong, mai t6c den vuot
muot ra sau, gwong mat sach sé va thw thai, hai mat nham nghién. “E la thé,”
anh ta noi.

“0,” Roz ay ndy dap. “T6i sé tra né lai ti lanh.”

Hawksley mé mat, “T6i dinh dé danh dén hom sinh nhat.”

“Ngay nao vay?”

“T6i nay.”

Roz bat cuwoi, “Toi khéng tin. La ngay nao thé?”

“16.”

Mat c6 anh Ién tinh quai, “T6i van khong tin dau. Anh bao nhiéu tu6i
r6i?” Bat ngo tredc vé mat day thich tha cda anh ta, ¢6 khong thé ngan doi
ma minh &ng dé. Hawksley han sé nghi c6 dang tan tinh. Cha, me kiép! Co
khi thé that. C6 da chan ngdy viéc phai oan minh xudng dwdi sitc ndng cta
nhitng noi sdu mudn roi.
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“S6 bon dang trwdc va sé khong to dung dang sau.” Anh ta day minh ngoi
day va ra hiéu lay chai reegu, moi cong lén mot cach hai huwée. “Cha cha, that
dé chiu. T6i khong nghi minh sé c6 ban cung mirng sinh nhat, khong thi da
an dién chinh té r6i.” Anh ta thdo sgi ddy va m& nut. Chai ruwgu chi sui 1én
chit xiu bot trwdc khi dwgc rét vao hai chiéc ly Roz dang gio ra. Hawksley
dat chai regu xuéng san va lay mot ly. “Udng vi cudc séng,” anh ta néi réi
cung ly vGi co.

“V1i cudc song. Chic mirng sinh nhat.”

Hawksley kin ddo ngam Roz, ro6i lai nham mat va tregt minh xuéng, twa
dau vao thanh bon tdm. “An sandwich di,” anh 1dm bam, “Ching con gi té
hon khi c? tong champagne vao mot cai da day trong rong.”

“T6i da an ba cai lién roi. Xin 16i vi khong thé dgi n6i moén bit tét. T6i lam
cho anh mot cai ddy.” Co dat cai khay bén canh chai rwgu dé anh ta ty 1ay.
“Anh c6 gio giat hay thi gi do twong ty khong?” Co6 héi, may ngén chan di
di dong quan 4o boc mui do day.

“Khong can gitt lai dau. Toi sé quang di 4y ma.”

“T6i c6 thé gitp anh.”

Hawksley ngép, “Tti rac. O trong bép, tii chén thit hai bén tréi.”

CoO vat mé quan 4o 1én canh tay roi cam di, boc kin ching trong ba 16p tui
béng. Viéc nay chi mat vai phut nhung khi ¢6 quay lai, Hawksley da thiu
thiu ngu, ly reegu ap vao nguc.

CoO can than g& ly rugu khéi nhitng ngén tay nam ho ctia anh ta va dat né
1én san. Gig thi sao? C6 tw hoi. C6 1€ ¢6 giong nhw chi em géi, nén anh ta
thdy hoan toan thodi mai trwdc sy c6 mat cia co6. Di hay 6? Co6 c6 mot y
nghi ngé ngan la mudn & lai, ngéi dé6 im lang va ngam nhin anh ta ngu,
nhung 6 lai sg minh danh thitc anh ta. Hawksley c6 1é khong bao gio hiéu
nodi viéc cd can duge binh yén ng6i bén mot ngwoi dan ong dén thé nao, du
chi trong thoang chdc.

Do6i mat c6 diu lai. B4 1a mot gwong mat wa nhin. Bao nhiéu vét bam giap
hay tham tim cling chang thé che néi nét twoi cwoi trén d6. Va co biét néu
ma@ rong long minh, c6 sé yéu thwong guwong mat nay va hai long moi khi
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nhin thay né. Co bat than quay di. C6 da nudi dudng sy cay dang trong long
qua lau dén noi c6 thé dé dang tir bo niém vui. Chda chwa nhan dwoc sy
trieng phat thich dang.

Roz nhdt 1dy tii xach & canh nha tdm va nhén chan budc xubng cau
thang. Nhung ctta da khoa va khong thay chia khoa dau. Co thdy minh ngu
ngoc hon la lo lang. Gio co6 khong khac gi mot ké nghe 1én x4du ho, bi nhot
lai trong phong v6i muc tiéu duy nhat la thoat ra ngoai ma khong dé ai phat
hién. Chac han Hawksley da nhét chiéc chia khoa chét tiét do trong tdi. Co
réon rén trd lai bép va luc tung mé quan ao ban thiu kia nhung tat ca tdi do tai
quan déu trong tron. C6 bdi ro6i tim quanh, luc 19i & cac ban trong phong
khach va phong ngu. Néu may chiéc chia khoa thyc sy ton tai, han ching da
bi giau rat ki. Roz thd dai chan nén va kéo rem xem con cach nao khac dé di
khoi day khong, nhw 16i thoat hiém phong chdy & ban cong chang han.
Nhung c6 chi thdy khung ctta s6 day nhitng chan song. C6 thir xem xét mot
ctra s6 khac roi ctra s6 khac nita. Tat cd déu dugc gan song sat.

Tat nhién, con gian vay lay c6.

Roz khong buén dirng lai dé can nhac xem liéu viéc minh dinh lam cé
khon ngoan hay khong, ma cit thé x6ng xdc vao nha tam va thé bao lac
Hawksley, “D6 chét tiét. Anh nghi minh dang choi tro quai quy gi vay ha?
Anh la loai ngwdi gi? Yéu rau xanh a? T6i muon ra khoi day. Ngay bay gio.”

Anh ta mo mang tinh day, dap chai champagne vao twong, tim lay téc
Roz va gi manh thay tinh 1ém chdm vao c6 c6. B6i mat van dé cda anh ta
nhin cham cham vao c6, r6i chgt y thitc dwoc sy viéc, anh day c6 ra. “DBo
quy céi ngu ngoc,” anh ta gam gw. “DPtng bao gid lam thé nita.” Anh ta xoa
mat that manh cho tinh ngu.

Roz run ray, “T6i muon di khoi day.”

“C6 ai ngan co dau.”

“Anh da giau chia khéa.”

Anh ta nhin ¢, r6i bat dau x4t xa phong lén ngudi. “N6 & trén bau clra
chinh. Xoay hai lan. D¢ la khoa kép.”

“Ctra s6 nha anh chan song kin mit.”
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“R0 rang roi.” Anh ta vo nwdc 1én mat, “Tam biét, co Leigh.”

“Tam biét.” Co yéu 6t dap lai, “T6i xin 16i. T6i twdng minh bi nhot lai.”

Anh ta giat ch6t du6i day bon va kéo chiéc khan tam khéi gia, “Thuc su
la thé ma.”

“Nhung... anh ndi chia khoa...”

“Tam biét, c6 Leigh.” Hawksley viron tay day manh canh ctra, va day co
ra ngoai.

Minh khong nén lai xe. Suy nghi ay ron 1én trong dau khién Roz dau dén.
D06 chinh la 16i nhac nhé trong tuyét vong rang y thitc ty bao vé la ban nang
quan trong nhat cta con ngwoi. Nhung anh ta da ding. C6 1a mot tu nhan va
wdc muodn dwgc giai thoat qua manh mé. Dé thoi ma, rat dé, vo cung dé.

Tt mot chdm nhd xiu xa tit, titng bong den pha lan lwgt 16n dan thanh
vang mat troi sang l6a va dep mé hon, quét qua ctra kinh chan gié cua xe co,
roi hat anh mat c6 vao trung tam vé ryc rd ay. Cé bong c6 wéc muén manh
liét dwgc quay banh lai huéng vé phia 4nh sang kia. Sy chuyén tiép vao thoi
khac mat ta khéng nhin thay gi that nhe nhang biét bao va sy vinh cttu méi
ric & nhwong nao. Dé thoi ma...
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Olive 1ay mot diéu thuéc va non néng cham lira. “Chi t6i tré. T6i it sg chi
sé khong dén.” Co ta rit mot hoi, “Toi chét vi vat thudc téi noi roi.”

Tay va 4o c6 ta 1dm ban, bAm day mot thi¢ trong nhw dat sét da kho.

“Co khong dugc phép hit thudc sao?”

“Chi dwgc hiat thuéc mua bang tién minh ty kiém duwgc théi. T6i thwong
rong tui trede khi hét tuan dy chir.” Co ta cha manh hai ban tay vao nhau, va
phu 1én mdt ban mot 16p bui méng mau xam.

“Cai gi vay?” Roz hoi.

“DPat sét.” Olive dwa diéu thudc 1én moi va rit mot hoi nita, gay cho dat
ban khéi nguc do, “Chi nghi tai sao ho lai goi toi 1a Ké nan sap?

Roz suyt thi néi mét diéu tho 16, nhwng kip ngirng lai, “C6 nan twgng gi
a?”

“Nguoi.”

“Kiéu nguoi nao? Nhitng ngudi ¢d twdng twong ra hay thuce sy c6 quen
biét?”

Mot thoang ngap ngirng, “Ca hai.” Olive nhin thang vao mat Roz, “Toi
nan twgng cho ca chi day.”

Roz quan sat c6 ta trong mot choc, “Cha, t6i chi hi vong c6 khong dinh
cam ghim vao n6.” C6 mim cwoi yéu 6t, “Ci¢ dwa theo nhitng gi hom nay to6i
phai chiu dung, thi chac da c6 ai d6 lam thé r6i.”

MGt tia thich thd thoang qua guwong mat Olive. Co ta mdc ké may vét cau
ban va nhin sdu vao mat Roz, “Vay la da c6 chuyén xdu xdy ra vé6i chi.”

Roz danh ca cu6i tuan dé c6 quén di, nhwng roi nhitng suy nghi luén dan
vat co lai tia vé, khién dau 6c nhw muon né tung, “Khéng cé gi. Chi la dau
dau, thé théi.”

Va phan nao ding la thé that. Tinh thé cta c6 van khong thay doi. Co van
la mot tu nhan.
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Olive cham chu nhin lan khéi thuéc, “Chi thay déi y dinh vé cudn séach roi
sao?”

“Khong.”

“Puwgc. Vay bat dau thoi.”

Roz nhan nit ghi am, “Cudc tro chuyén th hai véi Olive Martin. Thoi
gian: Th& Hai, ngay 19 thang Tuw. Olive, hdy néi cho t6i biét vé trung si
Hawksley, vién canh sat da bat gitt c6. Co6 c6 biét ré vé anh ta khong? Anh ta
do6i x vGi co thé nao?”

Nguoi phu nit to béo ngac nhién tredc cau hoi nay, nhung khong thé hién
ra, ma nhin chung c6 ta cling chwa bao gio thé hién gi nhiéu. Olive suy nghi
mot lat roi néi, “Cé phai anh ta c6 téc tdi mau khéng? Hal, toi nghi ho goi
anh ta nhu vay.”

Roz gat dau.

“Anh ta cling dvgc.”

“Anh ta c6 lam kho c6 khong?”

“Anbh ta rat ding myc.”

Olive rit mot hoi thuéc va than nhién nhin qua ban, “Chi da no6i chuyén
v0i anh ta chwa?”

“Roi.”

“Anh ta cé ké v&i chi rang anh ta da non oe khi nhin thdy mdy xac chét
khong?” C6 mot chit cham choc trong giong Olive. Thay vui thich chang?
Roz ty hoi. Nhung khong hiéu sao, c6 thay s vui thich dy khong thanh that
lam.

“Khong,” c6 noéi. “Anh ta khong nhac dén.”

“Anh ta khong phdi ngudi duy nhat.” Lai mot thodng im lang. “T6i bao dé
toi mOi ho mot am tra nhuwng cai siéu dun nuwéce lai & trong bép.” C6 ta nguwéc
nhin 1én tran nha, c6 1é y thitc dwgc minh vira néi may diéu vo vi, “Sw that la
toi kha thich anh chang d6. Anh ta 1a nguwdi duy nhét n6i chuyén véi t6i. Du
toi c6 thé gid cam gia diéc trwdc sy to mo cua tat ca nhitng ké khac. Anh ta
dwa t6i mot cai sandwich lic & don. Anh ta kha dé chiu.”

Roz gat dau, “Ké cho t6i nghe chuyén gi da xay ra.”
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Olive ldy ra mot diéu thuoc khac va cham lwra tir diéu cii, “Ho bat t6i.”

“Khéng. Y tbi 1a trude do.”

“T6i goi tdi don canh sat, cho ho dia chi nha, va néi ca hai cai xac dang &
trong bép.”

“Con trwdc d6?”

Olive khong tra 10i.

Roz tht chién thuat khac, “Ngay mung 9 thang Chin, nam 1987, la th&
Tw. Theo 16i khai ctia c6, c6 da giét r6i chat xdc Amber va me minh vao
buoi sang va dau gio chiéu.” Co6 nhin xody vao ngwoi phu nit doi dién,
“Khong c6 ngudi hang x6m nao nghe thay gi, r6i sang va kiém tra u?”

Mi mat Olive khé giat, mdt cir dong nho xiu, gan nhw khong thé phét hién
ra dugc gitta I6p m& nung ninh. “Po6 la mot nguwoi dan ong, diang khong?”
Co ta diu dang héi.

Roz lung tung, “Nguoi dan 6ng nao co?”

Po6i mi mat mip mip, lo tho d6i sgi 16ng mi thodng mdt anh nhin théng
cam, “DPé la mot trong so it nhitng 1gi ich khi & mo6t noi nhw thé nay. Khong
ngwoi dan 6ng nao cha dap 1én cudc song cia minh ca. T4t nhién, ta sé cam
thdy doi chut phién phitc, néu chong hodc ban trai thodi mai vui dua & bén
ngoai, nhung khong cadm thdy kho tam vi mot moi quan hé thwong nhat.” Co6
ta mim chat moi hoi twéng, “To6i luén luén ghen ti v&i cac ba xo, chi biét
khong. That dé dang hon biét bao nhiéu néu chi khéng phai ganh dua vdi ai
hét.”

Roz nghich chiéc but chi. Olive qua khon khéo dé khong dé cap dén
nguwoi dan 6ng trong cudc song riéng cua co ta, gia st néu c6 mot ngwoi nhw
thé that. Liéu c6 ta c6 noéi that vé vu nao thai khong? “Nhung khong ganh
dua thi it phan thwéng,” Roz noi.

Co6 tiéng cuoi khung khuc phat ra tir dau ban bén kia, “Xem ra chi ciling
nhan khéng it phan thwéng day nhi? Chi c6 biét cau néi yéu thich cta bo toi
la gi khong? Thu chang bu chi. Cau néi dy khién me t6i phat dién, nhung cé
vé dung trong truong hgp caa chi. Du khong 1o chi dang theo du6i ai, nhung
toi dam chac anh ta cling chang mang lai diéu gi tot dep.”
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Roz vé& nguéch ngoac lén tap gidy, hinh mot tiéu thién s bu bam bén
trong mot qua bong bay. Liéu c6 phai vu pha thai chi la do Olive twdng
twgng ra khong? Phai chang dé chi 1a m6t maoi lién két 1am lac trong tam tri
cta cO ta, goi nhac vé dita con ngoai y muon ctia Amber? Mot khodng dai
im lang. Co t6 dam nu cuwdi trén gwong mat dira bé roi budt miéng, “Chang
ai hét. Du sao thi, diéu t6i muodn la mot thit, chit khong phai mot ngudi.”
Vira diit 10i 6 lién thay héi tiéc, “Cling chang quan trong.”

Mot lan nita, lai khong cé 161 dap, va Roz bat dau cam thay bic béi trudc
st im lang cna Olive. Pay la mot tro choi cho dgi, mot cai bay dé bat c6 noi.
Ro6i thi sao? CO sé phai ném trai sy xau ho dén tan cung va va may 1oi xin
16i lap bap.

CO cui dau, “Hay quay trd lai ngay xay ra vu an nao.”

Mot ban tay mup thit dot nhién cam ldy tay Roz va triu mén vuot ve
nhitng ngoén tay, “T6i hiéu noi tuyét vong la nhu thé nao. T6i van thuong
cam thay nhw vay. Néu chi c¢ gitt mai trong long, n6 sé 16n dan 1én nhw mét
kho6i u.”

Khéng cé su guwgng ép nao trong ci chi ve vuét cia Olive. Chi don thuan
la biéu hién cna tinh ban, s cdm théng va thau hiéu. Roz khé siét nhitng
ngon tay map map, am ap kia dé ghi nhan réi rut tay minh ra. Co6 dinh néi
rang d6 khong phai sy tuyét vong, chi la lam viéc qua sitc va mét méi. “Toi
wdc minh cling lam dwgc nhw c6 da lam,” c6 noi giong déu déu. “Va giét ai
d6.” Lai mot khodng dai im lang. Chinh c6 ciling thdy choang vang truéc
nhitng diéu minh vira boc bach, “Dang ra t6i khong nén noi thé.”

“Tai sao lai khong? Ciing la tam ly binh thwong ma.”

“T6i khong cho la thé. Hon nita toi chang c6 gan giét ai ca.”

Olive nhin c6 cham cham, “Nhung viéc dé khong ngan dugc chi c6 wéc
muon lam thé.”

“Phai. Nhung néu khong c6 gan thi chang phéi nén quén luoén wéc mudn
do6 di hay sao?” Roz mim cwoi lanh nhat, “Tham chi t6i con chang du diing
khi dé ty t, du doi khi t6i thay dé la sy lwa chon ding dan nhat.”

“Tai sao?”
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Mat Roz long lanh. “T6i thdy dau,” co dap, “Trong hang thang troi.”
Nhuwng tai sao c6 lai néi véi Olive tat ca nhitng diéu nay thay vi néi véi mot
bac si tam ly nha nhan nhu Iris da khuyén? Co6 1€ bdi vi Olive sé hiéu.

“Chi mu6n ai phai chét?” Cau hdi vang lén trong bau khong khi gitra hai
ngwoi ho nhw mot tiéng chudng ngan.

Roz nghi liéu c6 khon ngoan khéng khi tra 10i cau hoi ay. “Chong cii cia
t0i,” cudi cung co dap.

“Vi anh ta ruéng bo chi?”

“Khong.”

“Vay anh ta da lam gi chi?”

Roz lac dau, “Néu t6i noéi ra, han co sé co gang thuyét phuc toi rang t6i da
sai khi ghét anh ta.” C6 dot nhién pha 1én cuoi, “Va t6i can phai ghét anh ta.
Doi khi toi nghi d6 la diéu duy nhat khién toi ti€p tuc song.”

“Phai,” Olive binh than dap. “T6i c6 thé hiéu dwgc.” Co ta thd vao tdm
kinh ctra s6 va lay ngon tay vé mot céi gia treo c6 1én man hoi nwée. “Chi da
ting yéu anh ta.” B6 la mot cau khang dinh, nhung Roz cam thay nhw bi
thuc ép phai tra 10i lai.

“Gio toi chang con nhd nita.”

“Chi da ting yéu.” Giong nguwoi dan ba béo map nho dan thanh nhitng
tiéng ngan nga, “Nguoi ta khong thé khinh ghét nhitng thit minh chwa bao
gio yéu, ma chi khong thich va xa lanh ching théi. Sy cam ghét, cling giong
nhu yéu that 1ong, bon rut con nguoi ta.” Co ta gat ban tay U nu x6a di cai
gia treo co, r6i noi tiép, giong vo cam, “To6i cho rang, chi dén tim t6i vi
muon biét liéu c6 dang dé giét ngwoi hay khong.”

“T6i khong biét nita,” Roz thanh that dap. “Mot nira thoi gian téi c6 quén
di, va ntta con lai t6i bi am anh béi noi cam han. Piéu duy nhat t6i c6 thé
chac chan la gio téi dang dan suy sup.”

Olive rung minh, “Vi n6i cam han da & san trong dau chi roi. Nhuw t6i da
nai, sé rat toi té néu chi c gitt moi tht trong long. That tiéc khi chi khong
phai 1a tin do Cong gido. Chi c6 thé dén xuwng t0i va sé thay nhe nhom
ngay.”
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Roz chua ti'ng nghi dén mot gidi phap don gidn nhuw vay. “T6i da ting
theo dao. T6i nghi dén gio van vay.”

Olive rat mot diéu thudc khac va cung kinh dat né gitta hai moi nhw mot
chiéc banh thanh. “N6i am anh,” c6 ta 1am bam va lan tim diém. “Ludn luén
mang t&i sy tan pha. it nhat dé la bai hoc t6i da tw rit ra duwge. Chi can thém
thoi gian dé co6 thé cdi mé hon. T6i hiéu. Chi nghi toi sé khoi lai vét thuwong
va khién tim chi ri mau lan nita.”

Roz gat dau.

“Chi khong tin con nguwoi. Nhw thé la sang suot day. Long tin c6 thé bi
phan boi. T6i hiéu rat ro.”

Roz quan sat Olive cham diéu thu6c, “No6i &m anh cua c6 la gi vay?

Olive liéc nhin Roz v§Gi vé than mat la lung nhwng khong tré 10i.

“Chi khong can phai viét cu6én sach nay, néu chi khong muén. Nhung xo
Bridget han sé buén lam néu ching ta bo cudc bay gid.” Olive dwa ngon tay
vuot vudt mai téc vang mong quet, “Toi biét chi da gap ba ay.”

“Viéc do6 quan trong lam sao?”

Olive nhun vai, “Co thé chinh chi sé thit vong néu gio ching ta bo cudc.
Viéc d6 c6 quan trong khong?” Co6 ta bong mim cudi va ca guwong mat birng
sang.

CO ta mdi tr té lam sao, Roz tham nghi. “C6 thé c6, c6 thé khéng,” co
nodi. “Toi khong chac minh mudn viét cuén sach nay khong nira.”

“Tai sao lai khong?”

Co6 nhan mat, “Co 1€ t6i khong muo6n bién c6 thanh mot tro 16 di hom.”

“Chang phai toi da nhw thé roi sao?”

“O day thi c6 18 vay. Nhung ngoai kia thi khong. Ngoai kia ho da quén
moi chuyén roi. Va cit dé vay cé 1é sé to6t hon.”

“Lam sao dé thuyét phuc chi tiép tuc bay gio?”

“Cho to6i biét ly do.”

Sy im lang lai len 16i giita hai ngwdi. Roz cam thay do la diém gg.

“Ho da tim thay chau trai t6i chwa?” Cudi cung Olive hoi.
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“Co 1€ la chwa.” Roz chau may. “Lam sao c6 biét ho dang di tim thang
bé?”

Olive cwoi khic khich, “Truyeén tin xuyén xa lim. Tat ca moi ngudi & day
déu thong té tinh hinh. Biét lam gi day néu khong chd miii vao chuyén cta
ngwoi khac? Hon nita chiing t6i con cé ludt sw c6 van, ngay nao ciing doc
bao va ai ndy déu thich ban ra tan vao. Du sao di nita, t6i cling tw doan dugc
ma. Bo toi dé lai mot khoan kéch su...”

“Toi da noi chuyén v6i mot nguoi hang x6m cua co, ong Hayes. Co co
nh@ 6ng ta khong?” Olive gat dau, “Néu t6i hiéu ding y ong ta, thi dita con
cua Amber dugc mot ngwoi nao do c6 ho la Brown nhan nudi, va nguoi nay
da nhap cv Uc luén tit ldc &y. T6i cho rdng dé chinh 1a 1y do vi sao phia 6ng
Crew gdp nhiéu khé khan trong viéc tim ngwdi. Pham vi quéa rong, con cai
tén lai qua pho thong.” C6 ngirng mot Iic nhing Olive van im lang. “Tai sao
c6 lai mudn biét? Viéc tim ra thang bé hay khong quan trong véi c6 lam
sao?”

“Co 18,” co6 ta khé nhoc tra 10i.

“Tai sao?”

Olive lac dau.

“C06 c6é muon tim thay thang bé khong?”

Canh ctra dot ngot mé tung, khién ca hai giat minh. “Hét gio roi, Olive.
Di nao, theo t6i.” Giong noi ctia & giam thi dot ngot vang lén trong can
phong yén ang, xé tan bau khong khi than thudc vira hinh thanh gitta hai
ngwoi. Roz thay sy kho chiu trén mat minh phan chiéu qua déi mat Olive.
Nhung khoanh khac 4y mau chéng troi qua.

Olive v6 thitc nhay mat, “Khi tdm hon thw thai thi sé thdy thoi gian tr6i
qua nhanh lam. Hen gap lai chi vao tuan t6i.” Nguwdi phu nit to 16n uc ich
ding 1én, roi noi tiép, “Bo toi lwdi vo cung, chinh vi thé mdi dé me t6i nam
quyén trong nha.” Co ta dat canh tay 1én ban 1é canh cira dé giir thang bang,
“MGt cau néi yéu thich khac cua b6 t6i, va cting khién me toi dién tiét, do la
hom nay ditng lam nhitng viéc c6 thé lam vao ngay mai.” Co ta mim cuoi
yéu 6t, kéo dai tirng chir. “Va tat nhién, ong ta la mot ké dang khinh. Bon

https://thuviensach.vn



phan duy nhat ma 6ng ta nhan ra la bon phan véi chinh minh, nhung do lai
la thi bon phan vo trach nhiém. Lé ra 6ng ta phdi hoc vé Cha nghia hién
sinh. Dang ra ong ta phai hoc vé nhitng nghia vu ctia mot ngudi dan 6ng dé
lya chon va hanh x@ khén ngoan hon. Ching ta déu lam chua s6 phan caa
minh, ca chi cling vay, Roz a.” C6 ta khé gat dau va quay di, kéo theo a giam
thi va cai ghé kim loai hoa cung nhitng buéc chan lét sét nang nhoc.

Roz nhin theo ho, tir hoi nhitng diéu minh vira dugc nghe c6 nghia la gi?

“Co Wright?”

“Vang?” Nguoi phu nit tré day canh cira mé nita chirng, tay kia gitt chat
c6 con ch6 dang gam gur. Co ta dep theo kiéu ty nhién, khong mau me, véi
nhitng dwong nét thanh ti, nhe nhang cting d6i mat xam to tron va bui toc
dung duwa mau vang rom.

Roz duwa danh thiép cho c6 ta, “T6i dang viét mot cudn sach vé Olive
Martin. Xo Bridget & trudng cii cia c6 ggi y rang ¢ co thé san sang trao doi
vdi toi. Ba dy ndi co la ban than nhat cia Olive hoi con di hoc.”

Geraldine Wright vO liéc qua tdm danh thiép ro6i trd lai cho Roz, “T6i
khong nghi thé.” Co ta ndi véi cai giong nhw thé minh 1a Nhan chitng
Jehovah*, va dinh déng ctra lai.

Roz 14y tay chdn canh ctra, “T6i cé thé héi ly do khong?”

“T6i khong muon day dwa dén chuyén dé.”

“T6i khong can ghi tén ho ctia ¢6.” Roz mim cwoi khich 1€, “Lam on, c6
Wright. T6i sé khong boi xau co6 dau. P6 khong phéi phong cach lam viéc
cta toi. T6i can thong tin, chit khong mudn boc mé ai cd. Sé khong ai biét
duwgc co da tirng giao thiép va6i co ta, du la théng qua t6i hay cudn sach cua
t6i.” Roz thdy dwgc anh nhin luvong Iy qua doi mat cia ngwdi phu nit. “Hay
goi cho xo Bridget xem,” c6 khan nai, “T6i biét ba dy sé lam chitng cho t6i.”

“Thoéi dugc. Nhung chi niva tiéng thdi nhé. T6i con phai di dén bon tré lic
3 ruoi.” Geraldine md rong canh ctra va kéo con cho di, “M0i vao. Phong
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khach & bén trai. T6i phai xich con Bung Bung vao nha bép da, néu khong
no sé chang dé ching ta yén dau.”

Roz budc vao phong khach, mot khong gian thoai mai va tran ngap anh
nang cung v&i nhitng canh ctra rong ma, trong ra khoang hién nhé phia sau.
Bén ngoai, mot khu vueeon xinh xan cat tia chu ddo nhw hoa cung canh dong
xanh muét va dan bo phia xa. “Khung canh that dang yéu,” c6 noi khi
Geraldine budc vao.

“Chuing t6i rat may man khi mua duwgc né,” Geraldine ty hao khoe. “Ngoi
nha nay vén nam ngoai kha nang chi trd cta ching t6i, nhung chu cii da vay
nong mot khoan dé mua mot cho khac ngay triede khi 1ai suat 1én kich tran,
nén noéng long mudn ban ngo6i nha nay di. Chang to6i da mua dugc gia ré hon
25 nghin bang so v6i mitc 6ng ta doi. Vo chong t6i vo cung man nguyén khi
duogc ¢ day.”

“Khong c6 gi ngac nhién cd,” Roz dap, ra vé than tinh. “Cho nay ciling c6
tiéng la canh dep noi tiéng.”

“M0i ngbi.” Geraldine duyén dang ha nguoi xuéng chiéc ghé banh. “To6i
khong xdu ho veé tinh ban véi Olive. Chi la toi khong thich néi vé chuyén do.
Con nguoi co6 chap lam. Ho chi don gian khong thé chap nhan ndi viéc t6i
khong biét gi vé vu giét nguoi.” Co ta ngam nghia b6 méng tay son nhii ctia
minh, “Chi biét day, t6i da khong gdp Olive it nhat phdi ba nam trwéc khi an
mang xdy ra, va sau dé thi cang khong. Toi thyc sw chwa nghi ra diéu gi hitu
ich dé ké cho chi nita.”

Roz khong c6 ghi am cudc tro chuyén, vi e sé lam ngwdi phu nit lo lang.
“Hay ké toi nghe vé Olive hoi di hoc,” c6 néi, 1dy bt chi va tap gidy ghi
chép ra. “Hai ngudi c6 hoc cung hang khong?”

“Cé, chung t6i cung hoc trinh do A.”

“C0 0 thich co ta khong?”

“Cling khong han.” Geraldine thd dai. “Nghe chang tot dep gi, phai
khong? Nghe nay, chi s& khong duwa tén toi ra, that chd? Y toi 13, néu chi y
dinh lam thé, t6i sé khong néi thém gi dau. To6i khong thich viéc Olive biét
cam xuc that cta t6i vé c6 ay. Cé thé sé dau dén lam.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Tat nhién roi, Roz nghi tham, nhung tai sao c6 phai ban tam chi? Co lay
vai t0 gidy in san dia chi ra khéi tui tai liéu, viét hai cau 1én do6 roi ki.

““Toi, Rosalind Leigh, v6i dia chi lién lac nhw bén trén, cam két bdo mat
toan bd thong tin ma cd6 Geraldine Wright song tai nha Cay S6i, Wooling,
Hants cung cdp. T6i sé khong cong bo co Wright la nguoén cung cap thong
tin, cho du bang van ban hay 16i néi, du la bay gio hay sau nay.” Pay, nhuw
vay cO yén tam roi chit?” Roz guwong cuwoi, “C6 co thé kién toi 1dy mot
khoan néu t6i khong gitt 16i.”

“Oi troi, Olive sé& doan ra thoi. Toi 1a ngwdi duy nhat néi chuyén véi co
dy. it nhat la ¢ trvong.” Geraldine cam to giay, “Toi khong biét nita.”

Troi dat, sao lai c6 ngudi thiéu quyét doan dén thé chit? Roz nghi cé 1é
khong chi Geraldine, ma Olive cling da phat hién ra tinh ban nay that dang
that vong. “Pé tdi giai thich cho co6 rd cach t6i sé st dung thong tin co6 cung
cap, roi co sé thdy chang co6 gi phai lo lang ca. Co vira m@i néi c6 khong
thich Olive 1&m. Trong sach tdi sé viét thanh: ‘O truong hoc Olive khong
hoa dong lam.” Nhw vay c6 dugc khong?”

Geraldine mung 13, “0, dugc. Du sao didu do6 cling hoan toan la sy that

h

ma.

“Puoc roi, vay tai sao c6 ta khong hoa dong lam?”

“Co0 ay khong thure sw hoa hgp v6i moi trweong do. Toi doan vay.”

“Tai sao0?”

“Qi troi!” Geraldine rung minh khé chiu, “C6 18 bai vi c6 &y qua béo.”

Viéc nay chang khac nao nhé rang, cham va v6 cung dau dén. “Co ta cé
co gang két ban khong, hay chang thém ban tam dén ai?”

“Co dy chang ban tam. Khong may khi Olive néi gi dau, chi ngoi do va
quan sat moi ngwoi noéi chuyén. Va ching téi khong thich nhw thé lam. Noi
that nhé, t6i nghi ai ndy déu sg Olive. C6 dy cao hon tit ca dam ching t6i.”

“P6 c6 phai la Iy do duy nhat khién moi ngudi sg c6 ta khong? Chi vi voc
dang thoi sao?”

Geraldine nghi lai, “An twgng chung, vé nhiéu thi nita. Téi khong biét
phai miéu ta thé nao. Olive rat tram lang. Chi c6 thé dang noi chuyén véi ai
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dd, quay nguoi lai thi phat hién ra c6 ay dang ngay phia sau va nhin cham
cham vao minh ro6i.”

“Co ta co nat no nguoi khac khong?”

“Chi khi ho cu x& khong phéi véi Amber thoi.”

“Tinh hudng do6 cé thwong xuyén xdy ra khong?”

“Khong. Ai cling quy Amber ca.”

“Pugc r6i.” Roz go gb cay but chi vao ham rang, “Cé ndi minh la nguwoi
duy nhat Olive néi chuyén cung. Vay hai ngudi thudong néi vé cha de gi?”

Geraldine man mé chiéc vay, “Toan tro chuyén linh tinh thoi. Gio t6i
chang nhd nita.”

“Nhitng chu dé ma cac co gai thwong tam sy ay ha?”

“Pung, dung, t6i doan thé.”

Roz nghién rang, “Ttc la vé tinh duc, bon con trai, va quan 4o trang diém
nay no?”

“Pung, dung,” c6 ta nhac lai.

“T6i thay kho tin 1am, c6 Wright a. Néu khong thi han co ta da thay doi
qua nhiéu sau ngan dy nam. T6i vira mdi gap Olive. Co ta khong hé quan
tam gi dén nhitng chuyén nhé nhat va dac biét khéng thich no6i vé ban than.
Co ta chi mu6n biét vé con ngudi tdi va nhitng viéc t6i lam.”

“Co 1é do6 la vi gio co dy dang & trong tu va chi la ngwoi duy nhat dén
tham.”

“Trén thwe té t6i khong phai vi khach duy nhat. Va lai, toi dwgc ké rang
hau hét tu nhan déu cw x ngugc lai khi cé ai d6 dén tham. Ho say swa ké 1é
vé ban than vi do 1a dip duy nhét ho cé ngudi lang nghe.” Roz nhwéng may,
bat non. “T6i nghi ban tinh ctia Olive la ludn do héi ngwdi minh néi chuyén
cung. To6i ngo rang dé la tac phong cta Olive, cling la 1y do khién khong ai
wa cO ta. Chac han cac c6 déu nghi rang c6 ta qua toc mach.”

Lay Chua, minh da ding, qua dé dang dé nhin thau nguwdi phu nit nay.

“Buon cuoi that,” Geraldine noéi, “Gid chi nhac dén méi nhg, ding la co6
ay hoi rat nhiéu. C6 ay lu6n muon biét vé bo me tbi, ho c6 nam tay hay hon
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nhau khong, hay liéu t6i c6 nhin thay ho lam chuyén ngudi 16n khong.” Co
ta mim moi, “Dung roi, gio toi da nhd ra, do 1a ly do vi sao t6i khong thich
c6 ay lam. Olive ct soi m6i xem bo me t6i c6 hay lam tinh khong, va co ay
ludn gi sat mat minh vao va nhin t6i cham cham khi héi chuyén.” Geraldine
thodng rung minh, “T6i ghét lam. C6 ay c6 déi mat hau hau.”

“Co c6 ké vai Olive khong?”

“Vé bo me t6i 4?” Geraldine cuwdi khay, “Tat nhién t6i khong noi su that
roi. Ban than t6i cling khéng biét. Ct khi nao c6 ay hoi, t6i déu noi cd, toi
qua ho da lam chuyén 4y, chi dé khoi bi can van thém nita. Moi nguwoi ai
cling thé. C¢ nhw mot tro dua ngd ngan.”

“Tai sao Olive lai mu6n biét chuyén d6?”

Geraldine nhtn vai, “T6i luén cho rang tai dau 6c c6 ay qua den t6i. Gio &
lang nay cting c6 mot phu nit nhw thé. Gap ai cling bat dau bang cau, ‘Keé
cho t6i nghe tat ca nhitng gi thién ha dang don dai di,” va mat sang 1én nhw
den pha. Toi ghét kiéu nhw thé. Mu ta sé la nguwoi cudi cung biét duwgc
chuyén gi dang dién ra, ro la thé. Mu khién moi nguoi phat dién.”

Roz suy nghi trong mot thoang, “B6 me Olive c6 hon va 6m ap nhau
khong?”

“Chua oi, khong.”

“CO0 c6 vé rat chac chan nhi?”

“Tat nhién roi. Nguoi nay kinh tdm ngudi kia. Me t6i néi bon ho ¢ cung
nha chi béi 6ng dy qua lwdi dé don ra ngoai con ba dy qua ham lgi nén
khong muén bé chong.”

“Vay la Olive dang c6 xac nhan?”

“Xin 16i, t6i khong hiéu y chi.”

Roz diém tinh dap, “Khi héi vé bd me c6 la Olive muon xac nhan lai. Co
gdi t6i nghiép ay muodn biét c6 phai b6 me minh la nhitng nguwdi duy nhat
khong hoa hgp hay khong.”

“0,” Geraldine thét 1én kinh ngac. “Chi nghi vy sao?” Co ta khé nhéch
khuén miéng xinh xan, “Khong phai dau. Tbi tin 1a chi da 1am. Olive chi
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muon biét vé tinh duc. Toéi da bao r6i, cd6 dy cé anh mat hau hau dang sg
lam.”

Roz chuyén chu dé, “Co ta c6 hay néi déi khong?”

“Co, day lai la van dé khac.” Guwong mdt Geraldine mo mang nhu dang
hé6i twdng, “Olive ludn ludon néi doi. La ki that, vay ma t6i quén béng mat.
Va dan dan chang con ai tin bat ci¢ diéu gi co dy noi nita.”

“Co ta ndi doi ve diéu gi?”

“Tat ca moi th.”

“Cu thé? Vé ban than c0 ta? Vé nhitng ngwoi khac? Hay vé b6 me minh?”

“Tat ca.” Geraldine thay vé mat kién nhan hién hién trén gwong mat Roz,
“Oi troi, that khé giai thich. C6 ay hay bia chuyén. Y t6i 13, 1an ndo m&
miéng 1a y nhu ring cd dy phai bia chuyén mdi xong. Oi trdi, dé toi nhé lai
nao. Bung roi, Olive thudng n6i vé may cau ban trai khong hé ton tai, khoe
gia dinh vtta di nghi he & Phap nhung héa ra ho chi & nha, va ctt nhac dén
con ché cia minh trong khi moi nguwdi déu biét ¢6 ay dau c6 nudi chd.”
Geraldine nhan mat, “Va lic nao Olive ciling Itta doi ca. That khoé chiu. C6
ay thé bai tap vé nha tr cdp cta ngwoi khac khi ho khong dé y va an cap y
twong cua ho.”

“Khong phdi Olive rat théng minh sao? Co6 ta dwgc ba diém A dung
khong?”

“Olive thi dau tat ca cac mon nhung téi khong nghi diém so cta cd ay la
thit dang dé tw hao dau.” Cé chut gi dé6 hiém doc trong giong Geraldine,
“Ma suy cho cung, néu thong minh gidi giang that thi tai sao khong ty kiém
dwgc mot cong viéc tir té. Me toi no6i that xdu ho khi dén ctra hang ctia Pettit
va dugc Olive phuc vu.”

Roz khong bu6n nhin vao guwong mat vo vi ciia ngudi phu nit doi dién ma
huwéng mat ra phong canh ngoai ctra s6. C6 dé mac thdi gian troi, c6 xua di
nhitng tiéng qud trach gian dit om som trong dau. Sau tat cd, c6 1é minh da
sai. Va... cd nhan thiy ro rang rang Olive da phai trdi qua mot thoi tho du
buon tai. C6 ép minh phdi nd nu cuwdi, “Ro rang Olive than thiét véi c6 hon
bat ki ai khéc, c6 1& chi trir em gai minh. C6 nghi tai sao lai nhuw vay?”
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“Qi Chtia o0i, t6i khong biét nita. Me t6i bao d6 1a vi trong toi kha gidng
Amber. Béan than t6i thi chang thdy vay, nhung sy that 1a khi ba ching t6i di
chung, moi nguoi thwong cho rang Amber la em gai t6i chit khong phai em
gai Olive.” C0 ta nhd lai, “Cé 1€ me toi noi dung. Khi Amber nhap hoc,
Olive khong quanh quan theo t6i nita.”

“Chac c6 thay nhe nhom han.” Roz chua chat néi, chang con chut khoan
dung nao vdi Geraldine nita.

“T6i doan thé. Trit mot viéc. Khong ai dam tréu choc t6i khi téi choi cung
Olive,” c6 ta nuoi tiéc noi thém.

Roz quan sat Geraldine mét 1at, “Xo Bridget n6i rang Olive ludn hét l1ong
vi Amber.”

“Pung. Nhung ai cling quy Amber.”

“Tai sao?”

Geraldine nhtn vai, “Vi con bé tot tinh.”

Dot nhién Roz pha 1én cudi, “N6i that, Amber bat dau khién t6i khé chiu
r6i. Ngudi hoan hdo nhw thé ciling ton tai trén doi that sao? Co ta cé diém gi
ddc biét?”

“Oi troi.” Geraldine nhan mit hoi twéng, “Me t6i bdo do6 1a béi con bé
lu6n san long lam moi chuyén. Moi ngudi quang viéc cho Amber, nhung né
chwa bao gio ban tam. Tat nhién, Idc nao con bé cling twoi cuoi.”

Roz vé& nguéch ngoac mot dita bé 1én td gidy ghi chd va nghi vé cai thai
ngoai y muoén, “Sao Amber lai chdp nhan dé bi lgi dung nhw thé duwgc chii?”

“T6i cho rang con bé chi mudn lam moi ngwdi vui. Chi la nhitng viéc nhé
thdi, nhuv cho muon bt chi hay lam chén sai vat cho cac ba xo. Cé lan dang
can mot chiéc do thé thao sach dé thi dau bong ro, toi lién lay tam 4o Amber.
Dai loai thé.”

“Ma khong can hoi u?”

Geraldine bat giac dé birng mat, “Khéng can phai hoi, néu la véi Amber.
Con bé sé chang bao gi¢ ban tam. Chi Olive mdi la ngwoi tirc gian. C6 ay da
nodi doa lén nhw thu dién vé chuyén céi 40.” Co ta nhin dong ho, “T6i phai di
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day. Muon mat r6i.” Geraldine ditng 1én, “T6i sg rang minh chang gitip dugc
gi nhiéu.”

“Ngugc lai thi ding hon,” Roz néi va nhém day khoi chiéc ghé banh,
“Cac thong tin that hitu ich. Cam on c6 rat nhiéu.”

Hai nguoi cung di ra hanh lang.

“Co khong bao gio cam thay ki la sao,” Roz héi khi Geraldine m& ctra
tredc. “Veé chuyén Olive lai di giét em gai minh ay?”

“Qi, vang, tat nhién roi. T6i da vo cung soc khi biét tin.”

“C0 6 soc dén mitc cho rang Olive khong thé nao la hung thu khong?
Dua trén nhitng diéu c6 vira ké vé m6i quan hé gitta ho, thi c6 vé khong doi
nao co ta lai lam thé.”

Po6i mat xam to tron ngap day vé do dw, “That ki la. Me t6i cling hay noi
vay. Nhung néu khong lam, tai sao co dy lai nhan t6i?”

“T6i khong biét. Cé 1& bai thoi quen bao vé nguwdi khac?” Roz mim cuoi
than thién, “Co6 nghi liéu me ¢6 c6 san long néi chuyén véi to6i khong?”

“Qi troi, toi khong nghi vay dau. Ba ghét tit ca nhitng ai biét t6i da tirng
hoc ctung treong vaGi Olive ay chi.”

“Liéu c6 c6 thé hoi thit me minh dugc khéng? Va néu ba dong y, lam on
goi cho t0i theo so dién thoai trén danh thiép.”

Geraldine lac dau, “Chi t6 mat thoi gian thoi. Ba ay sé khéng dong y
dau.”

“Panh vay.” Roz budc qua canh ctta, hwéng téi 16i di rai soi, “Ngoi nha
that dang yéu,” co6 nhiét thanh noi va nguéc nhin nhitng nhanh cay ong lao
leo 1én cong vom, “Truwéc day co song & dau?”

Geraldine nhan nho, “Mot ngdi nha hop do day ¢ ngoai 6 Dawlington.”

Roz cwdi, “Han khi dén day c6 da cam thay khac biét nhiéu lam.” C6 m&
clra xe, “Co c6 bao gio quay lai Dawlington khong?”

“0, c6 chtt,” Geraldine dap. “B6 me t6i van song ¢ dé ma. Toi van t6i
tham ho mot tuan mot lan.”
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Roz quang tti xach va cap tap ra ghé sau, “Han ho ty hao vé c6 lam.” Co
chia tay ra, “Cam on vi da danh thoi gian tiép t6i, c6 Wright, va xin ding lo,
toi sé can trong trong viéc sit dung nhitng théng tin ma c6 da cung cap.” Co
cli nguoi, ngdi xuong ghé 1ai va kéo ctra lai, “Thém mot diéu cubi cung
nita,” c6 noéi véi qua cita sO xe van md@, doi mat sam mau anh Ién nét ngay
tho. “C6 c6 thé cho t6i biét tén thoi con con gai khong, dé t6i gach di khoi
danh sach hoc sinh ma xo Bridget dwa t6i &y ma. T6i khong mu6n vi lam lan
lai lam phién c6 lan nita.”

“Hopwood,” Geraldine nhiét tinh tra 10oi.

Khong khé dé tim thdy ché & cua ba Hopwood. Roz lai xe dén thw vién
Dawlington va tra citu so dién thoai & danh ba dia phuwong. Cé ba ngudi ho
Hopwood c6é ho khau & Dawlington. Co ghi chép lai s6 lién lac ctaa ho, tim
mot tram dién thoai cong cong va goi tdi tirng ngwdi mot. Lan nao c6 cling
deu ty xwng la mot ngwdi ban cii ctia Geraldine va xin dwgc néi chuyén véi
c6 ay. Hai ngudi dau tra 10i rang ho khong quen ai c6 tén nhu thé, dén nguoi
cubi cung, mot giong dan 6ng cho biét Geraldine da 1ap gia dinh va hién
dang séng & Wooling. Ong ta cho ¢6 s6 dién thoai ctia Geraldine va tt t& néi
v&i 6 rang minh rat vui khi dwgce néi chuyén véi c6. Roz mim cudi va gac
mdy. CO nghi tham, Geraldine that giéng bé.

An twong d6 da duoc khing dinh lai khi ba Hopwood lach cach thao day
xich chéng trdm va m@ canh cong trwdc. Ba ta nhin Roz vdi vé nghi ngo ra
mat. “C6 gi khong?” Ba ta haéi.

“Da c0 phai bac Hopwood khong a?”

“Pung roi.”

Roz da bia san mot cau chuyén, nhirng nhan thdy nét sac lanh trong anh
mat ctia nguwoi chu nha, c6 quyét dinh néi that. Ba Hopwood khong phai
tuyp nguoi dé 1ay long. “Chau e rang minh da Iira bip con gai va chéng bac
dé c6 dugc dia chi nay.” C6 khé mim cwoi, “Chau tén la...”
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“Rosalind Leigh va co dang viét mdt cudn sach vé Olive. T6i biét. Chiing
toi vira no6i chuyén dién thoai. Khong mat qua nhiéu thdi gian dé con bé xau
chudi hai viéc d6 véi nhau. T6i xin 16i nhwng t6i khong thé gitp c6 dugc.
T6i gan nhw khong biét gi vé c6 ta.” Nhung ba ta khong dong ctra. Co6 diéu
gi do, han la to0 mo, da ngan ba ta lai.

“Bac biét vé Olive nhiéu hon chau ma, bac Hopwood.”

“Nhung to6i khong chon cach viét mot cudn sach vé co ta, co gai tré a. Va
toi cling khong dinh lam thé.”

“Cau tra 101 van la khong, ngay ca khi bac nghi c6 ta v6 toi sao?”

Ba Hopwood khong tra 10i.

“Gia st cd ta khong hé lam thé thi sao? Bac da ting nghi dén gia thuyét
do, dang khong thwa bac?”

“Chuyén khong lién quan dén t6i.” Ba ta bat dau dong ctra.

“Vay lién quan dén ai? Vi Chda?” Roz héi lai, bong nhién gian dit, “Con
gai bac da dung lén mot bite tranh trong dé c6 hai chi em, ca hai déu bat an
dén noi mot ngwoi phai néi déi va Iira gat moi nguwdi dé ki€m cho minh chuit
vi thé, con mot nguwdi ludn sg tir chdi vi e rang moi nguwoi sé khong thich
minh nita. Chuyén quai gi da xay ra v6i ho ¢ nha dé r6i bién ho thanh nhitng
con nguwoi nhw thé? Va ldic dy bac da & dau? Nhitng nguwoi khac ¢ dau? Hai
chi em ho, ngwdi nay chi c6 duy nhat nguwdi kia lam ban thue siw.” Qua khe
hé & ctra, Roz nhin thdy d6i m6i ba ta mim lai. C6 khinh bi lac dau, “Chau e
rang con gai bac da khién chau hiéu lam. T nhitng diéu c6 ay noi, chau cw
ngd han bac phai giong nhw bo tat.” Co lanh lung noéi, “Nhung gio chau thay
bac chang khac nao mot ké dao dic gid. Tam biét, bAc Hopwood.”

Ba chd nha lén tiéng, vé mat binh tinh, “T'6t hon hét c6 nén vao nha di,
nhung t6i canh bao cb, tdi sé chi thira nhan nhitng gi dwgc ghi am lai vé budi
néi chuyén. T6i sé khong chdp nhan nhitng diéu c6 ap dat cho phu hop vai
cai nhin uy mi cta c6 vé Olive dau.”
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Roz bat may ghi am, “Chau sé ghi am tat cd. Néu bac c6 may, bac cling c6
thé ghi am cung ltic, hodc chau c6 thé giti cho bac mot ban sao.”

Ba Hopwood gat dau dong thuan khi thao vong xich va m@ ctta, “Chuing
t6i cling c6 may ghi am. Ong nha t6i s& chudn bi khi t6i di pha trd. Moi vao,
va nh@ lau chan nhé.”

Mudi phit sau, ho da san sang. Rat ty nhién, ba Hopwood gitt vi tri chu
toa, “Cach tot nhat la t6i ké cho c6 nghe tat ca nhitng gi t6i nhé dwgce. Khi
toi n6i xong co co thé héi. bong y chi?”

“Duogc a.”

“T6i da noéi, hau nhu t6i khong biét gi vé Olive. B¢ la sy that. C6 ta dén
day tong cong nam hay sau lan gi d6, hai lan vao tiéc sinh nhat cda
Geraldine, va ba hay bén lan dén uéng tra. T6i khong thich co ta 1am. Olive
kha vung vé, cham chap, gan nhu khong thé bat chuyén, thiéu tinh hai huwéc
va noi that, cuc ki thiéu thu hit. Nghe thi phii phang va doc miéng, nhung s
that 1a thé. Khong thé nao gid vo thé hién nhitng xtic cdm ma ching ta
khong cam thdy. T6i chang ti€éc nudi gi khi Geraldine khong choi véi co ta
nita.” Ba ngirng mot chuat dé sap xép lai suy nghi.

“Sau do, toi gan nhw chang lién quan gi dén Olive. C6 ta khong dén day
thém lan nao. Tat nhién, t6i da nghe chuyén vé c6 ta qua Geraldine va ban
bé con bé. An twong ctia toi vé Olive ciing giéng nhitng gi ¢6 mé ta lic
trwdc. Mot dia tré buodn sau, thiéu tinh yéu thwong va khéng hé dang mén,
phai cau vién dén cach khodac lac vé nhitng chuyén di nghi va nhitng cau ban
trai minh khong hé c6 dé bu dap cho nhitng bat hanh & nha. T6i nghi, théi
quen no6i déi hinh thanh la do 4p lyc tt ngwdi me, va cu thé la tr viéc ép
budc con gai phai han ché chuyén an uéng. Olive luon phi non trong sudt
thoi nién thiéu va thdi quen an udng cta co6 ta da trd thanh bénh ly. Theo 15i
Geraldine ké, c6 ta thuwong tho trom do an ¢ cang tin tredng va nhoi nhét tat
ca vao miéng nhuw thé sg bi twdc mat trede khi an xong. T6i nghi, han gio c6
sé giai thich hanh vi d6 la dau hiéu cia chitng rdi loan hanh vi do nén tang
gia dinh c6 van de.”
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Ba ta nhin xody vao Roz, va c6 git dau. “U, tdi nghi minh cfing dong y
vGi 6. Ca théi quen néi doi cia Olive lan thai do phuc ting ctia Amber déu
c6 gi d6 rat phi ty nhién, mac du té6i phdi nhan manh rang t6i chwa bao gio
tan mat chitng kién. Toi chi dwa vao nhitng diéu Geraldine va ban con bé ké
lai ma thoi. Nhung du sao thi t6i van thdy khoé chiu, cht yéu béi toi da gap
Gwen va Robert Martin mot vai lan khi Geraldine dwgc moi t6i nha ho va
toi phai di don con bé. Ho la mot cap doi rat ki la. Vg chong nha dé hiém
khi m& miéng. Ong chong séng & cin phong ting dudi, phia sau ngdi nha,
con ba vg va hai dita tré song & phia truéc. Theo nhitng gi t6i suy doan, rd
rang ho chi giao tiép thong qua Olive va Amber.” Nhan thay biéu cdm cta
Roz, ba ta dirng lai, “Chuwa ai ké v@i c6 diéu nay sao?”

Roz lac dau.

“T6i khong biét c6 bao nhiéu ngwoi nhan ra tinh trang dé6. Tat nhién, nha
Martin luén gia vo moi chuyén van binh thudng, va ndi that, néu Geraldine
khong ké véi toi rang con bé trong thay mot chiéc givong trong phong lam
viéc cua Martin, chac t6i sé chang doan ra.” Ba ta nhiu may, “Nhung moi
viéc luon dién bién theo xu hwéng nhu thé ma, ding khong? Khi ngudi ta
bat dau nghi ng¢ diéu gi d6, moi thit sé nhuw bay ra trudc mat ho dé chitng
minh cho gia thuyét dy. Vo chong Martin chang bao gio di cung nhau, triv
cac budi tiéc phu huynh, va luén c6 ngudi thit ba & cung ho, mot gido vién
chang han.”

Ba Hopwood e dé mim cwoi, “To6i thwong quan sat ho, co biét day, khong
phai véi y xau dau, c6 chong toi lam chitng, chi la dé chitng minh c6 1€ minh
da nham tho6i.” Ba ta lac dau, “Roi t6i di dén két luan rang, don gian la ho
khinh ghét lan nhau. Khong chi khong néi chuyén, ho con tir chéi moi hinh
thitc giao tiép khac nhw nhin hay cham vao nhau chang han. C6 c6 hiéu y t6i
khong?”

“A, vang.” Roz néi vé dong cam, “Sy khinh ghét cfing c6 ngdn ngit biéu
dat manh mé chang kém gi tinh yéu thuong.”

“T6i nghi ba vg chinh 1a nguwdi khéi xwdng chién tranh lanh. T6i luén cho
rang co 1é 6ng chong da lang nhang bén ngoai va bi vg phat hién, mac du t6i
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phai nhan manh ring t6i khong biét chic. Ong ta 1a mot nguwdi wa nhin, rat
dé gan, va tat nhién, luén ban ron véi cong viéc. Trong khi do, theo nhitng gi
toi biét, ba vo lai chang co6 ban bé gi, chac chi c6 vai ngudi quen, va cling
ditng & mirc xa giao. Ba ta la nguwdi rat bao thua, lanh ling va v6 cam. Tat
nhién, Olive rat giong me, nhat la tinh cach, con Amber lai giong b6. To6i
nghiép Olive. Con bé d6 da phai chiu nhiéu thiét thoi.”

Ba Hopwood noi véi long thuvong cam thuce sy, nhin Roz va thd dai thuon
thuot, “Luc trede c6 da héi téi rang téi da ¢ dau khi tat ca nhitng chuyén ay
xdy ra u? Toi con phai nudi ndng con cai minh, c6 gai a. Va khi nao cé con
cO sé hiéu, chi riéng viéc cham chit cho ching thoi da da vat va lam roéi, dau
con thi gio quan tdm dén con cai nha ngwdi khac. Gio toi rat hoi tiéc vi minh
da khong Ién tiéng ding ldc, nhung thue sw, liéu t6i c6 thé lam gi ch? Dau
sao, t0i cling thay do la trach nhiém cta treong hoc.”

Ba ta chia ca hai tay ra, “Nhung gio c6 & day, that dé dé nhan ra sai lam
khi tai hoa da xdy ra r6i. Ai ma ngd Olive lai gdy ra mot viéc tay troi nhw
thé? Ai ma biét c6 ta lai dién r6 dén vay.” Ba ta buéng thong tay xudng long
minh va nhin chong véi vé bat luc.

Ong Hopwood suy tu trong thodng chéc. Ong ta chdm rai néi, “Dén gio,
ching t6i van khong thé tin dugc rang Olive lai sat hai Amber. T6i da tdi
gdp canh sat trinh bay vé chuyén dé, va néi v6i ho té6i khong nghi Olive la
hung tha. Ho trd 10i rang sy nghi ngd cta toi dva trén nhitng ngudn tin da
cii.” Ong ta nghién ring, “T4t nhién roi. D& phai nim nim lién ching t6i
khong con lién lac vGi gia dinh Martin. Trong quang thdoi gian 4y, chi em ho
rat c6 thé da hoc dugc cach ghét bé nhau.”

“Nhung néu Olive khong giét Amber thi ai da lam diéu d6?” Roz goi y.

“Gwen,” 6ng Hopwood kinh ngac thot 1én, nhw thé diéu ay qua hién
nhién. Ong ta ldy tay cao cao mai téc bac. “Ching t6i nghi Olive da budc
vao phong dung lic me minh dang sat hai Amber. Va ct dva trén tinh cam
ma Olive danh cho em gai, tat yéu co ta sé noi dién 1én.”

“Tai sao ba Gwen lai c6 thé lam thé?”
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Hai vg chong nhin nhau. “Ching t6i luén nghi vay,” 6ng Hopwood tra 10i.
“Gwen Martin van thwong ghét bé Amber, c6 1€ bai con bé qua giong bo.”

“Bén canh sat n6i sao?” Roz hai.

“T6i dugc biét rang Robert Martin cling dwa ra 10i khai twong tw. Ho hoi
Olive va c0 ta phu nhan.”

Roz chdam cham nhin 6ng, “Béac noi, b6 cta Olive ciing khai v4i canh sat
rang ong ta nghi vo minh da danh dap Amber dén chét, vi thé ma sau do
Olive da ra tay vdi ba me?”

Ong ta gat dau.

“Chua oi!” Co thé gap, “Luat su c6 van cta 6ng ta khong hé hé rang nita
10i vé chuyén nay.” C6 ngam nghi trong gidy lat, “Hai bac biét day, vay
nghia la treéc dé, han Gwen ciling da tirng danh dap con minh. Chang ai cé
thé dwa ra mot 10i budc téi nhw thé néu khong cé co s@, ding khong?”

“C¢ ¢ cling nhu chung t6i, 6ng ta khong thé tin noi Olive lai giét em gai
minh.”

Roz can moéng tay cai va nhin xuéng tdm tham dwéi chan, “Trong ban ty
khai, Olive khang khang rang minh chwa bao gid hoa hgp véi em gai. Chau
c6 thé hiéu diéu d6 néu qua that trong nhitng nam thang sau khi ra truong ho
da khong con than thiét nita. Nhung lam sao tin dwgc day, néu ngay ca bo
cta Olive ciing nghi ho van khang khit dén do c6 ta san sang giét me minh
dé tra thu cho em gai?” Co6 lac dau, “Chau nghi luat sw bao chita cho Olive
chwa bao gio nghe dugc thong tin nay. Nguwoi dan 6ng tham hai dé da co ho
bién ra mot 161 bién ho.” Co ngang 1én, “Nhung tai sao Robert Martin lai ti
bd? Sao 6ng ta lai dé Olive ctt thé nhan tdi? Theo 10i Olive, c6 ta lam thé dé
tranh cho 6ng bo khéi nhitng ct soc tinh than khi phai tham dy phién toa.”

Ong Hopwood lic dau, “T6i khong dam chic. Ching t6i ching bao gio
gap lai ong ta. C6 1€ dan dan o6ng ta ciling tin chinh con gai minh da pham
t6i.” Ong ta xoa nidn may khép ngén tay, “Chiing ta déu thdy that kho dé
chdp nhan sy that, rang mot ngwdi ching ta quen biét c6 thé lam nhitng diéu
kinh khung dén vay. Cé 1€ béi sy that khién ta nhan ra minh da dat niém tin
nham cho. Chiing t6i biét Olive trudc khi sy viéc xdy ra. Con c0, t6i doan c6
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gdp con bé sau d6. Ca hai ching ta déu khong biét khiém khuyét nao trong
tinh cach Olive lai dan t6i viéc sat hai me dé va em gdi, nén ching ta tim
kiém ly do dé bao chira cho viéc d6. Tuy nhién, dén cudi cung, t6i nghi sé
chang lam dwoc gi dau. Cé vé khong phdi canh sat ép cung tra khao gi. Theo
toi hiéu, chinh ho da c6 gang thuyét phuc Olive dgi dén khi luat sw xuat
hién.”

Roz nhan mat, “Va dén tan bay gig, hai bac van lan tan vé chuyén d6?”

Ong ta khé mim cudi, “Chi khi c6 ai xuét hién va khoi lai qua khi théi.
Cht binh thwdng chiing t6i hiém khi nghi dén. Nhung chang thé nao chéi bé
dwgc s that rang Olive da ki vao ban tu khai thi nhan chinh minh da gay
an.”

“Moi ngudi van thuwong nhan nhitng toi 16i ma ho khong hé gay ra.” Roz
thang thirng phan doi, “Timothy Evans bi treo c6 vi da nhan t6i sat hai vg
con*, trong khi gd hang x6m Christie & tang dwdi van tiép tuc gidu xac cta
cac nan nhan bén duwédi 16p van lat nén. Xo Bridget ké rang, Olive thuong noi
doi veé tat ca moi thit va con gai hai bac ciing khang dinh diéu twong tw. Vay
tai sao hai nguwoi lai nghi 1an nay c6 ta n6i that?”

Ho khong dap.

“Chau xin 16i,” Roz mim cuoi dy ndy, “Chau khong co y dién thuyét. Chi
la chdu wéc minh cé thé hiéu dugce toan bd chuyén nay. C6 qua nhiéu mau
thuan. Y chéu 13, vi dy, tai sao Robert Martin van & lai ngdi nha dé sau khi
an mang xdy ra? Lé ra 6ng ta phai trdnh xa noi ay bang moi gia chii?”

“Co0 nén ndi chuyén vai canh sat,” ong Hopwood 1én tiéng. “Ho hiéu r6 vé
vu viéc hon ai hét.”

“Vang,” Roz khé dap, “Phdi vay thoi.” C6 dat tach va dia xubng ban,
“Chéau c6 thé héi hai bac thém ba diéu khong? R6i chau sé khéng lam phién
hai bac nita. Thit nhat, hai bac biét ai khac c6 thé gitp chau khong?”

Ba Hopwood lac dau, “T6i hau nhw khéng biét gi vé Olive sau khi bon tré
ra truong. Co6 1€ c6 nén di hoi nhitng nguwdi lam viéc cung co ta.

“Co 1é vay. Thit hai, hai bac c6 biét Amber da c6 mot dita con khi chi méi
13 tudi khong?”
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Co nhan thay su kinh ngac trén guwong mat ho.

“Qi Chua 0i!” Ba Hopwood lén tiéng.

“Tht ba...” Co ngirng mot lat, nhd lai phan tng kinh ngac cua Graham
Deedes. Liéu c6 cong bang khong khi 16i Olive ra ché nhao? “Thit ba, Gwen
da thuyét phuc Olive pha thai. Hai nguwdi c6 biét chuyén nay khong?”

Ba Hopwood trong c6 vé suy tw, “Co phdi chuyén xdy ra vao dau nam
1987 khong?”

Khong biét phai trd 16i ra sao, Roz gat dau.

“Hoi do, toi dang kho s& vdi chitng tién man kinh kéo dai,” ba Hopwood
nh¢ lai. “Tinh c0, t6i gap Olive va Gwen & bénh vién. D6 1a lan cudi cung
toi nhin thdy ho. Trong Gwen c6 vé hoang mang. Ba ta c6 gid vo nhu hai me
con dén bénh vién vi van dé phu khoa cua ba ta, nhung t6i khong thé khong
nhan ra, Olive md&i la nguwdi gap van dé. Con bé t6i nghiép da khéc sung ca
mat.” Ba ta kho chiu ra mat, “That sai lam khi khong dé Olive gitt dia tré.
Tat nhién, viéc do cling giai thich nguyén nhan vu an. N6 xay ra vao thoi
diém 1& ra Olive dang mang thai. Chang cé gi ngac nhién khi c6 ta ban loan
nhu vay.”

Roz 1ai xe tré lai duwong Leven. Lan nay, canh cttra nha s6 22 chi khép ho va
mot phu nit tré dang cat xén hang rao thap bao quanh khu vuon phia trudc.
Co tap xe vao lé duong roi buéc ra. “Xin chao,” c6 noi va bat tay ngudi doi
dién that chat. Co hi vong 16i giao thiép than mat ngay khi gap mat sé ngan
ngwoi phu nit dong sam ctra lai nhw hang xém cua c6 ta tirng lam trwée day.

“T6i la Rosalind Leigh. Hom trudc, toi da ghé qua nhuwng c6 di vang. Toi
khong dam lam mat thdi gian ctia ¢6, nén co c lam tiép di, nhung liéu c6 cé
thé vira lam vira no6i chuyén véi t6i mot chat dwoc khong?”

Ngudi phu nit tré nhiun vai r6i tiép tuc cat xén, “Néu c6 mudn ban gi do,
nhat la lién quan dén ton gido thi chi ton cong vo ich thoi.”

“T6i muodn trao doi vé ngbi nha caa c6.”
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“Qi, Chuia 0i!” Ngwdi phu nit tré buc boi gét 1én, “Doi khi, téi wéc minh
da khong mua thir ctia ng nay. Co la ai? Nha ngoai cam a? Rat mot 1a dien.
Co6 vé ho nghi nha bép dang téa ra am khi hay tht gi kinh t6m lam.”

“Khong. Thuc té hon nhiéu. Toi dang viét m6t chuyén khao lat lai vu an
cua Olive Martin.”

“Tai sa0?”

“Con mot so6 cau héi chwa c6 16i gidi dap. Vi du nhu, tai sao Robert
Martin van & lai day sau khi vu an xay ra?”

“Va c6 hi vong toi cé thé trd 16i cac cau hoi sao?” C6 ta khit mii, “To6i
con chua tirng gap ong ta. ong ta da chét tw 1au trede khi ching téi chuyén
vao. Co6 nén ndi chuyén vdi ong Hayes.” C6 ta hat cam vé phia ga ra ké ngay
bén canh, “Ong ta 1a ngudi duy nhat biét vé gia dinh ay.”

“T6i n6i chuyén véi ong ta roi. Ong ta cling khong biét.” Roz liéc nhin
canh ctra tredc dé ngd nhung chi thdy mot phan birc twong trang nha va mot
hinh tam giac trén tdm thdm mau nau do. “To6i nghe néi ng6i nha da dwoc tu
sta lai hoan toan. Co ty lam hay mua n6 sau khi viéc tan trang da xong
xuoi?”

“Chung t6i ty strta. Chong toi lam trong nganh xay dyng. Pung hon la da
ti'ng lam,” c6 ta dinh chinh. “Anh dy nghi viéc khodng mudi hay mudi hai
thang tridc. Chiing t6i gap may, ban dwge nha cli ma khong 16 qua nhiéu va
mua dit ngdi nha nay vaéi gia hoi. Cling chang can thé chap.”

“Anh ay c6 tim dugc viéc khac khong?” Roz thong cam héi han.

Nguoi phu nit tré lac dau, “Khéng. Anh ay chi biét xay dyng va thdi budi
nay thi khan viéc lam. Nhwng anh dy van dang c6 hét sitc. Dau thé lam gi
hon chit, phai khong?” Co ta ha kéo xudng, “T6i doan chac c6 dang ban
khoan liéu chuing t6i c6 tim dugc gi trong lic sita sang ngdi nha khong?”

Roz gat dau, “Pai loai vay.”

“Néu thay thi ching t6i da bao canh sat r6i.”

“Tat nhién. Nhung y t6i khong phaéi 1a vat ching hay dai loai thé. T6i
dang nghi vé nhitng tht dé lai 4n twong co. Ngbi nha tréng c6 am cing
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khong, kiéu vay? Liéu co6 phai vi thé ma ong ta & lai? Vi 6ng ta gan bo véi
ngoi nha chang han?”

Nguwoi phu nit lac dau, “Toi thdy né giong nha tu hon. T6i khong dam
chdc, nhung t6i doan Ong ta chi st dung duy nhat mot phong, d6 la can
phong tang dwdi ¢ phia sau, c6 ctta huwéng ra vieon, nam lién nha bép va
phong vé sinh. C6 thé ong ta cling vao bép dé nau an, nhung t6i khong cho
la thé. Canh ctra ndi gitta nha bép va can phong dy da bi khéa, ching t6i lai
khong thay chia dau ca. Thém nita, trong phong d6 van con mot chiéc 1o
Baby Belling c6 16 si cam vao 6 dién ma nhitng nguwdi thu don chang buén
khuan di. T6i ca ong ta dung n6 dé nau tat tan tat moi thiz. Khu vwon rat dep.
T6i nghi 6ng Martin séng trong can phong dé va khu vwon, chang bao gio
dat chan tGi noi nao khac trong nha ca.”

“C0 nghi thé béi vi ctra khoa sao?”

“Khong, ma bdi khéi thudc 14. Khéi thuéc bam day vao cira s6 dén noi
tam kinh chuyén thanh mau vang. Con tran nha,” c6 ta nhan mat, “... nau
xin lai. Mui thuéc 14 lvu cttu néng nac. Chac 6ng ta phai rit thudc lién tuc
trong do. That kinh khung. Nhung lai khong cé dau vét cia khoi thude & bat
c? noi nao khac trong nha. Néu ong ta c6 buwdc chan ra khéi ctra, han mui
bam lai da khong kinh khing dén thé.”

Roz git dau, “Ong ta chét vi suy tim.”

“Ciling phai th6i.”

“Co0 sé khong phan doi néu t6i mu6n nhin qua trong nha chi¢?”

“Chang ich gi dau. Gio moi thit khac nhiéu roi. Chung t6i da dap hét cac
birc twong khong thudc két cau chinh va thay déi mat bang tang trét. Néu co
muon biét ngbi nha tréng nhu thé nao thdi 6ng ta con & day, toi sé vé cho co
mot so do phac thdo. Nhung c6 dirng vao. Néu t6i dong y dé co vao, chuyén
nay sé chang c6 hoi két mat. R6i Tom, Dick, hay Harry nao do cling sé yéu
cau duoc dat chan vao nha t6i.”

“T6i hiéu. Du sao mot ban phac thao sé hitu ich hon.” Cé quay lai xe, lay
tap ghi chu va mot cay but chi dwa cho nguoi phu nit.
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“Bay gio ngoi nha dep lén nhiéu r6i.” Ngwoi phu ni¥ binh than néi, nhanh
nhen phac ra cac duvong nét, “Chung toi da mo rong cac phong va son thém
mau nita. Ba Martin t6i nghiép chang c6 mat thaim my gi ca. T6i nghi chac
ba ta phdi la nguoi nhat nhéo 1am. Nay...” Co ta dua lai cho Roz tap giay,
“Toi da cb hét sic roi day.”

“Céam on ¢6.” Roz vlra n6i vira nghién ctru ban vé. “Tai sao co lai nghi ba
Martin la nguwoi nhat nhéo?”

“B@i vi tat cd moi thi, twong, ctra, tran... tat thdy, déu son mau trang. C
nhu phong phau thuat vay, lanh 1éo va vo trung, chang c6 ti mau sac nao.
Ciing khong c6 tranh anh gi ca, twdng trong tron.” Co ta rung minh, “T6i
khong thich mot ng6i nha nhw thé. Ci¢ nhw nha ma.”

Roz mim cuwdi, ngwdc nhin tién sanh xay bang gach dé, “That tot khi gia
dinh c6 da mua lai n6. Ngoi nha tréng bét quanh qué di nhiéu. T6i khéng tin
vao ma quy.”

“Thé ddy, néu c6 muon thay ma thi c6 sé nhin thady. Con khéng mudn, c6
sé chang thay dau.” Co ta go go vao mot bén dau, “Tat ca la do tri tuwéng
twgng cta minh thoi. B t6i van thwong thay nhitng thi linh tinh moi khi say
khwét, nhung chang ai nghi ngdi nha ctia 6ng bi ma am ca.”

Roz pha 1én cuoi khi lai xe di.
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Bdi do xe trudc nha hang Xoong Chan Tring van vang hoe nhw trudc.
Nhuwng ciing chang cé gi la, vi hién tai da l1a 3 gio chiéu, qua gid an trua 1au
r6i. Roz dap dap vao 0 ctta s6 nhung khong cé héi dap, c6 danh di vong theo
hanh lang ra phia sau dé tgi ctta bép. Canh ctra khép ho va cé tiéng hat vang
ra.

“C06 ai khong?” co goi, “Trung si Hawksley?” Co dat tay 1én canh ctra va
day md& thém mot chut, suyt ngd ddi dui khi canh cra dot ngot bi kéo giat
vao trong. “Anh c6 tinh lam thé!” C6 kéu 1én, “Cé thé gay tay toi r6i day.”

“Chua o1, cdi c6 nay.” Anh ta rén ri vGi vé chan ghét, “Co khong thé ma
miéng ma khong than van sao? Toi bat dau nghi c6 khi minh da bat céng véi
vQ cii r6i ddy.” Anh ta dung dva chiéc xéng ran, “Lan nay co lai mudn gi
day?”

Hawksley c6 tai nang thién bam trong viéc don co vao thé bat 1gi. Roz
dinh gian dir van lai, nhwng roi chi néi, “T6i xin 16i, nhung t6i suyt nga that
ma. Xem nao, bay gio anh dang ban a? Hay t6i c6 thé vao nha va néi chuyén
v6i anh mot lic?” Co6 than trong quan sat nét mat ngwoi doi dién, xem liéu
anh ta c6 gam lén hay khong, nhung con gian da bién mat nhu chua tirng
xuat hién.

“T6i dang ban.”

“Mot gio nita t6i quay lai thi sao? Lic do anh cé thé néi chuyén duoc
khong?”

“Cé the.”

CO nd nu cwdi rau i, “Vay toi sé quay lai lac 4 gio.”

Hawksley nhin Roz buéc doc theo hanh lang r6i goi véi theo, “Co dinh
lam gi trong mot gio tGi?”

Roz quay lai, “Chac t6i sé ngoi trong xe. T6i can ghi chép lai mét chut.”
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Anh ta dung dwa chiéc xéng ran, “T6i dang nau bit tét x6t tiéu den an kém
rau cu hap so va khoai tay chién bo.”

“Hoan ho,” c6 noéi.

“Co dua cho hai nguoi day.”

Roz mim cwdi, “D6 1a mot 101 moi hay mot thé thitc tra tan vay?

“Mot 16i mai.”

Co cham cham quay lai, “Néi that, t6i dang do6i ngdu day.”

Hawksley khé n& nu cuwoi khién khuén mat sang btrng, “Vay c6 gi maéi
nao?” Anh ta dan c6 vao nha bép réi kéo mot chiéc ghé dén bén ban, va nhin
co day trach c trong lic bat bép ga, may chiéc chdo bén trén da soi liu riu.
“Trong c6 nhu thé da may ngay roi chwa dwoc biva nao tir té ay.”

“Pung la thé ma.” Co nhd lai 10i canh bao ctia vién canh sat tré. “Anh la
dau bép gioi day chi?”

Hawksley khong tra 16i, van quay lung lai, khién Roz thay hoi han vi da
hoi. Noi chuyén véi nguoi dan 6ng nay cling dang sg hét nhu véi Olive vay.
Moi lan thot ra diéu gi, than kinh cia c6 déu cang lén nhw day dan. Roz 1am
bam cam on khi duwgc Hawksley rét cho ly rugu vang, r6i yén lang su6t nam
phtt, bttt ri¢t ty héi phai lam sao dé m& dau cau chuyén. Co6 vO cung ban
khoan, liéu anh ta c6 vui vé chao dén cudn sach cua c6 vé Olive hay khong.

Hawksley dat miéng bit tét 1én may chiéc dia am, rai khoai tay chién, dau
Ha Lan va ca rot bao ti hdp xung quanh, cudi cing rwdi 1én trén mot it xot
muc ra tw chao.

“Xin moi,” Hawksley day nhanh mét chiéc dia ra tréc mat Roz, rd rang
khong nhan thay vé ciang thing cia cd, “An di, n6 sé gitip ma cd hong hao
hon day.” Anh ta ng6i xuong va bat dau tan céng dia do an cta minh, “Cha,
an di, co gai. Co con cho gi nita?”

“Dao va dia.”

“A!” Hawksley m& ngin kéo r6i ddy nhe dao dia sang cho cd, “Gid hay
an di va dung noi chuyén trong luc nhai. Thitc an nén dugc thuwdng thirc mot
cach xiing dang.”

Chang muon doi co thém nita, Roz lao vao danh chén.
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“Tuyét voi,” cudi cung cob 1én tiéng, day chiéc dia sach tron sang mot bén
vOi vé thda man. “Hét sitc tuyét voi.”

Hawksley nhwéng may vé mia mai, “Vay c6 thdy sao? T6i ndu an giéi
hay rat gi6i?”

Roz cwdi, “Anh nau rat ngon. Toi hoi anh cau nay dwgce khong?”

Anh ta rét thém rwgu vao chiéc ly da can caa co, “Néu c6 muon.”

“Khong c6 t6i, mot minh anh sé an hét cho nay a?”

“Chac t0i sé chi an mot miéng thoi. Nhung cling c6 thé sé an nita. Chang
ai dat ban t6i nay ca, thirc an lai khong dé 1au dwgc. Nén co 1€ t6i sé an not.”

Co nhan thay chut cay dang trong giong noi cta anh ta.

“Néu khong c6 khach, liéu nha hang ctia anh c6 thé tru dwgc bao 1au?” Co
budt miéng hoi.

Hawksley 1o di. “C6 n6i co6 c6 chuyén can hdi co ma,” anh ta nhac nhé,
“La chuyén gi thé?”

Roz gt dau. R4 rang cling nhu ¢6, anh ta chang mudn liém lap vét thuong
long trede mat ai.

“Olive Martin,” c6 noéi. “T6i dang viét mot cudn sach vé c6 ta. Toi duoc
biét, anh la mot trong nhitng si quan chiu trach nhiém bat gitr.”

Hawksley khong tra 10i ngay ma chi ng6i do, cham chi nhin c6 qua vanh
ly rwgu, “Tai sao lai la Olive Martin?”

“Co ta khién t6i to mo.” That khé dé doan duwgc phan ¢ng ctia nguwoi dan
ong nay.

“Tat nhién r6i.” Hawksley nhun vai, “C6 ta gay ra toi ac kinh khiang. Chi
nhitng ngwoi dau 6c cé van dé mdéi khong thidy to mo vé co ta. Co da gap
Olive chuwa?”

Roz gat dau.

“Va...?”

“Toi thich co ta.”

“Chang qua vi c6 ngdy tho th6i.” Hawksley vuon tay, bé nan khép vai
rang rac. “C6 chuan bi tinh than dé chui xuéng cong, nhitng mong moc dugc
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ra mot con quai vat, nhwng roi lai ling ting khi vé dwgc thi gi d6 twong doi
dé chiu. Olive ciing khong han la trwong hgp ca biét. Pa phan cac pham
nhan déu t6 ra dé chiu vao hau hét cac thoi diém. C& hoi giam thi trai giam
ma xem. Ho hiéu r6 hon bat ki ai khac rang hé thong hinh phat dugc xay
dyng cht yéu dya trén tinh hwéng thién ctia cdc pham nhan.” Mat anh ta
nheo lai, “Nhung Olive da bam vam dén chét hai ngwdi phu nit vo t0i. Gio
co ta c6 trung ra bé mat day nhan tinh vdi co, thi cling chang thé giam bét
tinh chat tan dao trong hanh dong ctia minh.”

“Nao da ai bao la c6 thé?”

“Co6 dang viét mot cudn sach vé Olive. Dau theo huwdng tiéu cuc di chang
nita, c6 ta van sé noi tiéng theo mot nghia nao do6.” Hawksley chom t&i
trwdc, giong noi trd nén xa la, “Nhung con ba me va co6 em gai thi sao?
Cong ly & dau khi trao cho ké da sat hai ho co hdi dugc ké mét cau chuyén
giat gan va con viét thanh sach nira?”

Roz cup mat. “Pung la diéu ay van khién t6i phan van.” Co thtra nhan,
ngang lén. “Nhuwng gio toi da ro rang hon vé hanh trinh phia tréc. Toi dong
y v&i quan diém cua anh vé cac nan nhan. Néu chi tap trung vao Olive thi
qua dé dang. Co ta con song va ho da chét, va ngudi chét thi chang thé song
lai, nén ta danh phai dva vao nhitng gi nguoi khac noi. Ma nhitng nhan thitc
cta ho tai thoi diém do6 va ca ki &c bay gio khi hoi twdng lai déu chwa chac
da dung. T6i van vap phdi nhitng han ché nhat dinh, that chang ich gi néu
pht nhan diéu do, nhung t6i can tim hiéu nhitng gi da xay ra trwdc khi di
dén két luan.” C6 cham nhe vao phan chan dé cua ly ruwgu, “C6 thé hoi ngay
tho nhuwng t6i can ai dé6 chitng minh rang hanh trinh ctia minh la x4u da. Con
bay gio toi sé phan bac bang lap luan kha hop ly rang, bat cit ai di moéc cong
thudng xuyén cudi cung cling déu c6 cai nhin han hoc ca thoi.”

“Nghia la sao?” Hawksley thich thu hai.

Roz nhin anh ta lan nita, “Rang nhitng gi Olive da lam khién anh choang
vang nhung khong khién anh ngac nhién. Anh da biét, hodc chitng kién ai do
tirng lam nhitng chuyén twong tw.”

“Vay thi sa0?”
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“Vay nén anh khong bao gi¢ dat cau hdi tai sao c6 ta lai lam thé. Trong
khi ngwgc lai...” C6 van nhin anh cham cham, ... mét ngwoi qua ngay tho
nhuw t6i lai vira ngac nhién vira choang vang va rat mudn biét tai sao.”

Hawksley chau may, “Tat ca déu cé trong ban ty khai do théi. Gio toi
khong nhé ndi tirng chi tiét, nhung dai loai, c6 ta bie bodi vi khéng dugc to
chitc tiéc sinh nhat, roi phat dién khi ba me no6i gian véi co ta vé chuyén
thuyét phuc em gai gid vo nghi 6m vao ngay tiép theo. Bao lyc gia dinh no
ra trong nhitng tinh huéng twéng chitng binh thwong nhat. Pong co cta
Olive con dé hiéu hon kha nhiéu doi twgng t6i tirng biét.”

Roz cti gap nguoi dé lay tép tai liéu ra, “Toi c6 mot ban sao 10i khai &
day.” Co chuyeén sang bén kia ban va cho dgi anh ta doc xong.

“T6i chang hiéu van dé cua cb la gi,” cudi cung Hawksley 1én tiéng.
“Olive da khai nhan qua r6 rang vé nguyén nhan pham t6i. C6 ta noi dién,
danh ho, sau dé khong biét lam sao dé giau nhitng cai xac.”

“T6i dong y rang ddy dung la nhitng diéu Olive néi, nhung khong cé
nghia ching la sy that. RO rang trong ban khai cé it nhat mot diéu doi tra,
tham chi hai diéu.” C6 go go cay but chi xuéng mat ban, “Trong doan thi
nhat, c6 ta khai minh chwa bao gio hoa hgp véi me va em gai nhung diéu
nay gan nhuv trai ngugc véi 10i ké cta tat ca nhitng ngudi toi ting trao doi.
Bon ho déu noi, c6 ta vo cung yéu quy Amber.”

Hawksley lai chau may, “Thé con 101 n6i doi thit hai?”

Roz nhoai nguoi téi va dung but chi danh dau vao mot doan & gitra, “Co
ta khai da dung mét cai gwong dat gan moi ho xem cé hoi thé thoat ra hay
khong. Theo 101 Olive, thi khong cé gi cd, nén co ta bat dau chat hai cai
xac.” Co lat sang trang sau, “Nhung day, theo giam dinh phap y, ba Martin
da c6 gang chong cuy trwde khi bi cat 6. Olive khong hé dé cap dén chi tiét
nay trong 10i khai.”

Hawksley lac dau, “Diéu d6 chang néi lén gi ca. Co6 thé c6 ta mudn che
gidu dé khién toan b6 cau chuyén bét am anh hon, hodc don gidn béi vi cu
sOc sau sy viéc ay da tw dong xd6a bo nhitng phan kh6 chap nhan khoi ki e
cua co ta.”
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“Thé con viéc n6i d6i rang minh khong hé than thiét véi Amber thi sao?
Anh sé giai thich thé nao?”

“Toi can phai gidi thich a? Loi khai 1a hoan toan ty nguyén. Tham chi
ching t6i con thuyét phuc co ta doi dén khi luat s c6 van c6 mat dé tranh
treong hop ép cung hay tra khdo.” Hawksley uong can ly rwgu, “Co sé
khong c6 lap luan rang mot phu nit trong sach sé vo vao minh tdi 4&c man rg
nhv vay chi?”

“Trudc day cling da ting xdy ra nhitng chuyén nhu vay.”

“Nhung ngay sau khi canh sat da tham van xong xudi, dén ngay hau toa,
ho lai kéu oan va chéi phdng tat ca. Olive thi khong lam thé.” Hawksley
thich thi van lai Roz, “Tin t6i di, 0 ta tham chi con thay nhe nhém khi dugc
thd t6i nhanh chéng nhuw thé.”

“C0 ta nhan toi nhu thé nao? Ty noéi hay dgi canh sat héi?”

Hawksley dan tay vao nhau va dat sau gay, “Trw khi c6 ta da thay doi rat
nhiéu, con néu khong, han chinh 6 cling hiéu rang rat khé dé Olive ty noi ra
diéu gi.” Anh ta ngang dau 1én vé do hdi,

“Chung t6i phai hdi nhung c6 ta rat san long tra 1oi. Phan 16n thoi gian, c6
ta chi ng6i va nhin ching t6i nhu thé dang c6 khac sau gwong mat ching toi
vao tri nhg. That long, t6i thay khiép so trirdc vién canh c6 ta sé dugce tu do
va giét téi y nhw da lam véi gia dinh minh.”

“Chi méi nam phut trueéc anh con miéu ta rang co ta kha dé gan.”

Hawksley xoa cdam, “Ciing twong d6i dé chiu theo tiéu chuan cta c6.
Nhung vi c dinh ninh rang sé déi dién v6i mot thi vo nhan tinh, nén lic ay
cling kho long danh gia khach quan dvgc.”

Roz khong mu6n lai bi kéo vao ngd cut ay. Thay vao do, c6 1dy may ghi
am trong cap tap roi dat Ién ban, “T6i c6 thé ghi am cudc trao doi nay dugc
chu?”

“T6i van chira dong y noi chuyén véi c6 co ma.” Hawksley dot ngot ditng
1én va van day nwdc vao mot cai am. “Co sé thu lwgm dwgce nhiéu hon néu
goi cho trung si Wyatt. Cau ta dd & d6 khi Olive khai bao, va gig cau ta van
lam viéc trong nganh. U6ng ca phé khong?”
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“Vang.” Roz quan sat anh ta chon loai ca phé ché den va mic vai muong
bd vao may pha ca phé kiéu Phap. “T6i mu6n noéi chuyén vdi anh hon. Canh
sat luén noi tiéng la khé moi thong tin. Chac t6i phdi mat may tuan mdi
phong van Wyatt dugc. Néu anh khong thich, t6i sé khong trich dan 101 anh,
cling khong néu tén, va anh sé dugc doc ban thdo cudi cung trede khi dem
in.” Co guwong cuoi, “Ma biét dau, nhitng diéu anh néi sé thuyét phuc dugc
toi khong viét nira.”

Hawksley nhin Roz, lo dang gai gai nguwc qua 16p 4o méng, réi quyét
dinh, “Théi dugc, toi sé ké cho c6 nghe nhitng gi minh con nhd, nhung co6
can xac minh lai day. Chuyén xdy ra ciing lau r6i va t6i khong hoan toan tw
tin vao tri nhé cia minh. T6i nén bat dau tir dau nhi?”

“Tw cu dién thoai Olive goi cho canh sat.”

Hawksley dgi am nuwéc reo, do6 vao may pha ca phé va dat tré lai ban, “D6
la cudc goi vao duong day nong 999. Olive tra so trong danh ba va goi dén
canh sat triee ban.” Anh ta lac lac dau nhw dé xo6c lai mé hoi e, “Thoat dau,
toi c* ngd do chi la mot tro dua vi trung si tric ban chang hiéu noéi 16i co

»

ta.

Hawksley dang mac lai 4o khoac dé chuan bi roi ca trye thi cu trung si tryc
ban buéc vao va dwa cho anh mgt manh gidy c6 ghi dia chi, “Gitp t6i mot
viéc dugc khong, Hal, kiém tra gium dia chi nay trén duwong vé nha. Do la
duong Leven. Anh c6 di qua ma. Mot mu dién nao dé dang khoc l6c trén
dién thoai vé vai cdi dui ga trén san bép.”

Hawksley nhan mat, “Va muon canh sat dén vitt gium ha?”

Cau trung si cwoi nhan nhd, “Chac mu ta an chay. Anh la chuyén gia vé
am thyc ma. TGi gidi quyét di, nhd chitng myc nhé.”

Hawksley ngd vie nhin cau ta, “Co phai choi x6 t6i khong day?”

“Khong, t6i thé.” Cau ta cuoi khung khuc, “Xem nay, day ro 1a mot ca
tam than. O dau ching c6 may ngudi nhuv thé, that toi nghiép. C¢ 1am theo
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nhitng gi co ta yéu cau di néu khong c6 ta sé goi dién cd dém mat. Chi mat
nam phut thoi ma.”

Olive Martin ra m@d ctta cho anh, mat dé hoe vi khoc. Co thé boc mui hoi
ham, va doi vai nan nan thit chung xudng tuyét vong. Mau dinh be bét vao
quan va chiéc do phong rong thung thinh cta c6 ta tao thanh mét kiéu hoa
tiét trivu twgng dén noi anh khong nhan ra d6 la mau. Va dau cé ly do gi dé
anh nghi ngo chit? Anh khéng hé linh cam thay diéu gi té hai ca.

“Toi la trung s Hawksley,” anh nd nu cuwoi khich 1€, chia thé canh sat cho
cb ta xem. “C6 da goi dén don canh sat chiing t6i.”

Cb ta i lai, van gift cita m&, “O trong nha bép.” Cb ta chi doc theo hanh
lang, “Trén san ay.”

“Pugc roi. Chung ta sé xuéng do6 va xem thé nao. Tén c6 la gi, co gai?”

“Olive.”

“Pugc r6i, Olive, dan dwong cho t6i di. Xem diéu gi khién c6 buén phién
nao.”

Liéu cé t6t hon khong néu anh biét diéu gi dang chd dén minh? C6 1€ la
khong. Sau nay, anh van thuwong nghi lai, chdc sé khong doi nao anh dam
buwdc chan vao can phong do6 néu biét treéc minh sap budc vao 10 mé nguoi.
Anh kinh hai nhin cham cham vao nhitng manh xac ngwdoi, cdy riu, va dong
song mau trén san nha. Anh da séc dén do khong thd noi, nhw thé bi ai dé
thui vao co hoanh va lam nghén hé ho hdp. Can phong lénh lang mau. Anh
dwa vao ban 1é ctta, c6 hép chit khong khi tanh twdi tém lgm, trwede khi
chay ao ra hanh lang va non théc non thdo vao khodnh dat bé xiu & vuwon
tredc.

Olive ng6i trén bac thang va quan sat Hal, khuén mat tron banh banh cta
c6 ta cling trang béch va nhgt nhat chang kém gi anh. “Lé ra anh nén di cing
dong nghiép chit.” Co ta noi vGi vé thwong cam, “Chac sé khong té dén thé
néu co hai nguoi.”

Hawksley lau miéng bang chiéc khan tay trong ltic goi b6 dam dé xin chi
vién. Vua goi, anh vira canh giac nhin co ta. Luc nay, anh méi nhan ra ao
quan c6 ta dinh ddy mau. Con buon non kinh tém lai nhon nhao trong da
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day. Chtia oi! Chda oi! C6 ta dién dén mitc nao vay? Liéu c6 dién dén mitc
1ay riu chém anh ludn khong? “Vi Chda, t6i day nhanh Ién di.” Anh hét vao
b dam, “Khan cap lam.”

Anh dgi & bén ngoai, qua s¢ hai dén mic khong dam tré vao nha. Olive
van than nhién nhin anh, “T6i sé khong lam hai anh dau. Chang c6 gi phai
sQ ca.”

Anh lau m6 héi tran, “Ho la ai vay, Olive?”

“Me va em gai t6i.” Co6 ta nhin xuoéng hai ban tay minh, “Chuing t6i da cai

N »

va.

Miéng anh kho khdoc vi soc va sg hai, “Thoi dwoc roi.”

Hai hang nwdc mat lan dai trén do6i ma ning ninh cta nguwoi phu nit, “T6i
khong c6 y. Ching toi da tranh cai. Me t6i noi dién 1én véi toi. Liéu tbi cd
nén ty thu ludn bay gio khong?”

Anh lac dau, “Khéng can phai voi.”

Olive nhin anh khéng chép mat, nwdc mat kho lai thanh tirng vét lem ludc
trén mat. “Liéu cac anh cé thé chuyén xac ho di truede khi bo t6i vé nha dugc
khong?” Co ta héi anh sau mot quang im lang, “T6i nghi nhw thé sé t6t
hon.”

Hawksley cam thay con phan uat dang day c6 hong, “Co nghi khi nao 6ng
ta sé vé nha?”

“Ong 4y tan lam ldc 3 gid. Ong ay lam ban thdi gian.”

Anh v6 thitc liéc nhin dong ho. Tri ndo da hoan toan té liét. “Con hai
muoi phut thoi.”

Trong Olive rat diém tinh. “Vay mot canh sat c6 thé dén do va giéi thich
cho 6ng ay nhitng chuyén da xay ra. Nhw thé sé tot hon,” c6 ta nhac lai. Ho
nghe thay tiéng coi bdo dong vang tGi gan. “Lam on,” ¢6 khan thiét nai ni.

Hawksley gat dau, “Tdi sé sip xép. Ong dy lam viéc & dau?”

“Carters Haulage. O khu Docks.”

Hawksley chuyén lai 16i nhan trong khi hai chiéc xe canh sat hu coi am 1
va lién tuc nhay dén ré ¢ goc dwong va tién vao s6 nha 22. Khap con pho,
may canh ctra thi nhau bat mé& va nhitng khuon mat hiéu ki 16 ra ngoai.
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Hawksley tat bo dam va nhin Olive, “Xong r6i day. Co6 khong phdi lo lang
cho b6 minh nita.”

Mot giot nwdc mat lan dai trén gwong mat lem nhem cua c6 ta, “Toi c6
nén di pha tra khong?”

Hawksley nh¢ lai khung canh trong bép, “T6t hon hét la khong.”

Coi hu tat ngam khi canh sat buwéc xudng khoi xe.

“Toi xin 16i vi da gdy nhiéu phién phitc thé nay,” Olive néi vao thinh
khong.

Sau dé co ta noi rat it. Nhung sau nay hoi twdng lai, Hawksley nghi c6 thé
la do khong ai bat chuyén vdi c6 ta nita. Olive bi giit trong phong khach, véi
mot nit canh sat canh chirng. Co ta do dan ngo6i im & do, quan sat nhitng
ngwoi di ra di vao qua canh ctta mé. Du y thitc dwge nhitng noi kinh hoang
cang lic cang tang dang vay lay minh, chac c6 ta cling khong thé hién ra.
Thoi gian tréi qua, dau hiéu ctia cdm xtc tan bién dan khoi guwong mat, trong
co ta khong biéu 16 chit tiéc thwong hay h6i han nao. Poi mat véi thai do
hoan toan thd o nhw vay, ngudi binh thudng sé néi c6 ta mat tri.

“Nhung c0 ta da khoc trude mdt anh,” Roz chen ngang. “Vay anh c6 nghi co
ta mat tri khong?”

“T6i da & trong can bép do hai tiéng dong ho cung nhan vién giam dinh t
thi, c6 gang tim ra trinh tw sy viéc tir dong mau me tée tung trén san, trén
ban va do bép. Ké do, sau khi da chup anh lai, ching t6i bat tay vao cong
viéc ghé rogn la phan dinh xem phan than thé nao la cta ai. Tat nhién, t6i
nghi c6 ta mat tri. Khong mo6t nguwdi binh thuwong nao lai c6 thé hanh dong
nhu thé.”

Roz nhay nhay dau but chi, “Pay la diém can thac mac. Tat cd nhitng gi
anh vtra n6i la hanh dong do that dién r6. Con t6i mudn hoi anh, qua tiép xtic
v6i Olive, ban than anh c6 thdy c6 ta bi dién khong.”

“Co dang ly su cun r6i. Theo t6i thdy, hai viéc d6 chang khac gi nhau ca.
bung, t6i nghi Olive bi dién. D6 la 1y do vi sao chiing t6i phai can than doi
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ludt su c6 van cua c6 ta dén roi mdi tién hanh 13y 16i khai. Ching toi khiép
hai khi nghi dén viéc co ta sé duwgce chon ldy mot phwong phap diéu tri roi
danh mot nam trong bénh vién cho dén khi mdt tén bac si ngu dan nao dé
quyét dinh rang co6 ta da da diéu kién dé tai hoa nhap cong dong.”

“Vay anh c6 ngac nhién khéng khi toa tuyén bo c6 ta da nang lyc trach
nhiém hinh sv dé ty thu?”

“C0,” Hawksley thu nhan. “Qua that toi da rat ngac nhién.”

Vao khoang 6 gio chiéu, moi sy chu y lai do don vao Olive. Phan mau
kho trén cang tay va ti'ng mong tay déu dugc cao sach can than trudc khi
Olive bi giai 1én gac dé tam rtra va thay do6. Tat cd quan &o co ta vira mac
dugce bo vao ting tui nhya déo riéng biét va chuyén 1én xe canh sat. Mot
vién thanh tra kéo Hawksley sang mot goc.

“T6i nghe noi co ta da nhan t6i.”

Hawksley gat dau, “Kiéu kiéu thé.”

Mot lan nita, Roz lai ngat 101, “Chang ding chut nao. Néu nhitng gi anh
vitra noi la sy that thi Olive chwa hé thira nhan diéu gi hét. Co6 ta néi ho da
tranh cai, r6i me c6 ta noi dién, va co ta khong c6 y lam thé, chit chang hé
néi rang chinh minh da giét ho.”

Hawksley gat dau, “T6i dong y. Nhung Olive da dinh néi nhu vay. Va vi
thé, t6i bdo c6 ta chwa can thu t6i voi. Téi khong mudn sau nay co ta phan
bac rang minh chang hé duwgc canh bao theo ding nguyén tac.” Anh nhap
mot ngum ca phé, “Va lai, co ta cling khong hé pht nhan chuyén minh da
giét ho, trong khi do la diéu dau tién ma mot nguwdi vo toi sé lam, nhat 1a khi
khap nguoi dinh day mau me nhw thé.”

“Nhung van dé la, anh da mac nhién cho rang co ta c6 t0i trwde khi biét
chinh xac su that.”

“Co ta la doi twong tinh nghi s6 mot” Anh néi kho khoc.

Vién thanh tra yéu cau Hawksley dan Olive vé don, “Nhung dirng dé co ta
néi bat cir diéu gi cho dén khi ching ta lién lac duge véi mot luat suw c6 van.
Chung ta sé tuan thu dung trinh ty. RO réi chi?”
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Hawksley gat dau lan nita, “A con b co ta. Ong ta sé vé tdi bay gid day.
T6i da cit mot xe di don 6ng ta tir cho lam vé nhwng to6i khong rd 6ng ta da
biét dén dau r6i.”

“T6t hon hét cau nén tim hiéu ludn di, vi Chua, trung si a. Néu 0ng ta van
chwa biét, hay nhe nhang béo tin thoi, kéo ong gia t6i nghiép truy tim mat.
Tim hiéu xem 6ng ta c6 luat sw ¢6 van khong va liéu ngudi ay cé san sang
ding ra dai dién cho con gai minh khong.”

Ho trum mét cai chan qua dau Olive r6i dan co6 ta ra xe. Pam dong da tu
lai, xi xao truyén tai nhau rang mot t6i ac kinh t6m da xay ra & day, may
nguwoi cam may anh nhdo nhac kiém mot tdm hinh. Nhitng tiéng la 6 vang
1én khi Olive xuat hién va mot phu nit cwdi 16n, “Cai chan thi an thua gi ha
trgi? Cac anh phai kiém mot tdm bat ban thiu méi che dugc hét con bo cai
béo mam nay. C6 bién thanh tro t6i cling nhan ra hai cai chan c6t dinh ctia
no. May da lam gi vay, Olive?”

Roz lai ngat 10i lan nita khi cau chuyén nhady c6c dén doan Hawksley gap
Robert Martin & don canh sat.

“Pgi chut nao. Trén xe Olive khong néi gi sao?”

Hawksley suy nghi mét lic, “C6 ta héi toi cé thich chiéc vay cua c6 ta
khong. T6i bao co.”

“Anh chi to ra lich sy thoi phai khong?”

“Khong. Thyc sy tréng n6 6n hon nhiéu so vdi 4o phong va quan 6ng
rong luc trude.”

“B@i ching dinh day mau a?”

“Chéc vay. A, khong,” anh ty phti nhan va vo dau. “Vi chiéc vay giip co
ta trong thon gon hon, va cling nit tinh hon, tdi nghi thé. Chuyén quan o
quan trong dén thé u?”

Roz lo di, “Co ta co ndi gl nita khong?”

“T6i nghi c6 ta néi vai cau kiéu nhw “Thé a? Céi vay yéu thich cuda toi
day’.”

“Nhung trong 10i khai, c6 ta néi minh dang chuan bi di London. Tai sao
c6 ta khong mac chiéc vay ay trong lic gay an?”
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Hawksley 16 vé Iing tiing, “Co6 1€ vi c6 ta dinh mdc quan 4o di London.”

“Khong,” Roz kién quyét phan doi. “Néu thich cai vay dd, han Olive da
chon mac no6 cho chuyén di choi. London chinh la mén qua sinh nhat co ta
tw thwong cho minh. Co 1€ co ta con mo sé gap dugc bach ma hoang tir ¢ ga
Waterloo nita. Bon gian, viéc dé sé chang thé xdy ra néu co ta khong mac bo
canh dep nhat ma minh c6. Phai la phu nit, anh mé&i hiéu dugc.”

“Nhung t6i da thdy hang tram co gai di lai ngoai phd trong chiéc quan
rong thung thinh va do phong qua kho, nhét l1a nhitng nguwdi béo. Toi nghi
trong ho that 16 bich nhung c6 vé ho lai thich thé. Dwong nhw ho dang muoén
tuyén bo vGi ca thé gidi rang ho tiv chéi tuan theo nhitng tiéu chuan truyén
thong vé cai dep. Tai sao Olive lai khac bon ho chit?”

“V1i c6 ta khong phai 1a mau ngudi ndi loan. Co ta song dudi sy kim kep
ctia me minh, chdp nhan lam cong viéc theo y ba ta, va ro rang khong quen
v6i viéc di choi xa mot minh dén noi phai cau xin em gai di cung.” Roz sot
rudt gd go mdy dau ngén tay 1én ban, “T6i da ding. T6i biét ma. Néu co ta
khong noi doi vé chuyén di London thi ¢6 ta phai mac chiéc vay dé chit.”

Hawksley khong hé bi thuyét phuc, “Olive da noi loan dé giét me va em
gai ddy. Néu chuyén ay con dam lam, thi c6 ta ngai quéi gi viéc mac quan
thung di London. Co lai qua sa da vao tiéu tiét r6i. Du sao di nita, cling c6
thé c6 ta da thay do khac dé git cho chiéc vay sach.”

“Nhung liéu c6 ta c6 thwe sy muon di London khong? Anh cé xac minh
khong?”

“Ctt cho 1a c6 ta da xin nghi phép. Chiing t6i chdp nhan gia thuyét ding la
co ta dinh dén London, vi theo nhitng gi diéu tra dugc, c6 ta khong hé hé 16
ké hoach ctia minh véi bat ki ai.”

“Ké ca v@i ong bo sao?”

“Néu co6 thi han 6ng ta da quén.”

Olive dgi ¢ phong tham van trong khi Hawksley néi chuyén v6i Robert
Martin. That 1a mo6t cudc trao doi kho khan. Khéng r6 vi ong ta da chuan bi
tam ly, hay do tiéu xdo ty nhién trong cach ng x, nhwng Robert Martin
hau nhv khong phan &ng gi tredc moi thong bao cia Hawksley. D6 1a mot
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ngwoi dan 6ng wa nhin, theo kiéu dep ma cua twgng Hy Lap. 6ng ta khién
ngwoi khac ngwdng mo, nhung thiéu sw nhiét thanh hay sitc hap dan. Guwong
mat diém tinh dén la ki khong c6 nép nhan hay diu hiéu nao cua tu6i tac, chi
do6i ban tay xwong xau véi triéu chitng viéem khép tiét 10 rang 6ng ta da qua
tudi ngli tuan. Robert dwa tay 1én vudt mai téc vang mot, hai lan gi dé, thi
thodng khé cham vao ca vat. Khé long doan dinh néi 6ng ta choang vang
dén mitc nao hay, liéu 6ng ta c6 choang vang khong.

“Anh c6 thién cam véi ong ta khong?” Roz hoi.
“Khong nhiéu. Robert Martin lam t6i nhé t&i Olive. To6i khong thich phai
& canh nhitng ngudi giodi che gidu cam xtc. Toi khong thoai mai.”

Hawksley chi n6i v6i Robert Martin nhitng diéu co ban nhat, thong bao rang
thi thé vg va con gai 1t cia 6ng ta da dwgc tim thdy trong bép cua gia dinh
vao hoéi chiéu nay; va con gai ca ctia 6ng ta da khai ra vai diéu khién canh
sat tin rang chinh co ta la nguwdi da sat hai ho.

Robert Martin bat tréo chan va binh tinh khoanh hai tay dat 1én long minh,
“Cac anh c6 ép budc con bé diéu gi khong?”

“Khong. Chung toi tham chi con chwa héi cung.” Hawksley cham chu
quan sat 6ng ta, “Noi that, thwa 6ng, dua trén tinh chat nghiém trong ctia vu
viéc, t6i nghi c6 dy nén c6 luat su co van.”

“T4t nhién rdi. Ngudi cta toi, Peter Crew sé dén day.” Ong ta kh& nhiu
may vé thac mac, “Quy trinh thé nao vay? To6i cé nén dién cho anh ta
khong?”

Hawksley boi r6i trwedc vé diém tinh ctia ngwoi dan 6ng nay. Anh vuot
mot tay qua mit, “Ong c6 chic minh hiéu dugc nhitng gi vira xay ra
khong?”

“T6i nghi la c6. Gwen va Amber da chét va cac anh nghi Olive da giét
ho.”
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“Cling khong han. Olive da am chi rang chinh c6 ta phai chiu trdch nhiém
cho cai chét cta ho, nhung tride khi lay dugce 16i khai, téi khong thé khang
dinh vé t0i trang.” Hawksley ngtrng lai mot lat, “T6i muon 6ng hiéu rd diéu
nay, 6ng Martin. Cac chuyén vién giam dinh ctia S& No6i vu khang dinh, ca
tredc va sau khi chét, thé xac ctia cac nan nhan déu phai chiu ton thuwong
dang ké. Theo ding trinh ty, t6i rat tiéc phai thong bao rang, ching toi sé
yéu cau ong tién hanh nhan dién ti thi va c6 1é khi nhin thdy ho, 6ng sé kho
long nhan tr vdi bat ki déi twgng tinh nghi nao nita. Va nhw thé, 6ng c6 dwa
ra bat cit yéu cau nao vé luat su c6 van sé dai dién cho Olive khéng?”

Martin lac dau, “T6i sé yén tam hon néu duwgc lam viéc v6i nguoi toi biét
1o.”

“C6 thé sé c6 s xung dot vé lgi ich. Ong da can nhic kha ning nay
chua?”

“Xung dot thé nao co?”

“T6i e rang minh budc phai nhac lai, thwa 6ng,” Hawksley lanh lung néi,
“Vo va con gai ong da bi sat hai da man. T6i nghi rat c6 thé éng sé mudn
khai t0 ké giét ngwdi.” Anh nhwéng may vé do hoi va Martin gat dau, “Vay
nén, han 6ng sé muén moi mot luat sw c6 van dai dién cho minh dé dam béo
qua trinh khdi t6 dién ra thuan lgi. Nhwng néu ludt sw ¢6 van cta ong da
ditng ra bao chita cho con gai 6ng roi, thi sé khong thé ho trg cho 6ng dugc
nita. Bady gi®, mong muoén va Igi ich cia 6ng sé mau thuan véi con gai
minh.”

“Khong doi nao c6 chuyén do néu con bé v6 t0i.” Martin vudt doc nép
gdp trén quan va chinh cho né thang véi dau goi, “To6i khong quan tam tdi
cac am chi caa Olive, trung si Hawksley a. T6i thdy chang c6 mau thuan gi
hét. Mot luat sw c6 thé ddm dwong cd hai viéc, chitng minh sy vO tdi cta
Olive va dai dién cho t6i dwa vu an ra toa. Gio thi néu dugc phép, t6i mudn
muon dién thoai dé goi cho Peter Crew, va sau do, xin phép cac anh cho t6i
noi chuyeén vdi con gai minh.”

Hawksley lac dau, “T6i xin 16i, thwa 6ng, nhung phai dgi ching t6i tham
van xong da. Ong ciing s& dugc yéu cau l1ay 16i khai. Sau dé hai b6 con méi
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c6 thé noi chuyén dugc, nhwng hién gio toi cling chira dam dam bao.”

“Va day la lan duy nhét 6ng ta biéu 16 cam xtic. Robert Martin kha buén b3,
khong r6 do 16i tir choi dé ong ta gap Olive hay do viéc ong ta bi 1y 10i khai
nita.” Anh dan do mét luc, “Chac la béi toi da tir choi 6ng ta. Chung t6i da
tra hdi vé nhitng hoat dong trong ngay ctia Martin, cu thé dén tirng phit mat,
va ong ta hoan toan trong sach. Ong ta 1am viéc & mot van phong khong cé
vach ngan cung véi nam ngwoi khac. Trir mot 1an di vé sinh, ltic nao 6ng ta
cling @ trong tam mat moi ngwdi. Pon gian la chang cé da thoi gian dé tra
vé nha.”

“Nhung anh van nghi ngo 6ng ta?”

“Pung vay.”

Roz 16 vé hitng thu, “Du Olive da nhan t6i?”

Anh gat dau, “Robert Martin té ra qua binh tinh tredc moi chuyén. Ngay
ca viéc nhan dién thi thé cling khong lam 6ng ta boi r6i.”

Roz suy nghi mot hoi, “Cé mot mau thuan nita ma duwong nhw anh da bé
qua.” C6 nhay nhay dau buit chi, “Néu Robert Martin la ké giét ngwoi, 6ng ta
da co thé 1gi dung luat sw c6 van cua minh dé thao ting Olive, budc co ay
nhan t6i. Nhw anh biét ddy, Peter Crew khong wa Olive ra mat. T6i nghi han
ong ta phai tiéc lIam khi an t hinh bi bai bo.”

Hawksley khoanh tay lai, “C6 sé phai rat can trong néu dinh viét nhw thé
trong cudn sach ctia minh day, c6 Leigh a. Luat sw c6 van khong bat budc
phai yéu quy than chui, ma chi c6 nghia vu ding ra dai dién cho ho thoi. Du
sao di nita, rat nhanh sau d6 Robert Martin da dwgc loai khéi danh sach tinh
nghi. Chung t6i cling dat gia thiét rang 6ng ta giét Gwen va Amber trudc khi
di lam, va Olive da chdt xac ho dé bao vé ong ta, nhung cac con so6 khong
ung ho gia thuyét nay. Tham chi, 6ng ta c6 ca chitng cd ngoai pham vao ltc
d6. C6 mot nguoi hang x6m tién chong di lam, vai phut sau, ba ta cling thay
Martin rgi nha. Bdy gio Amber va Gwen van con séng vi ba ta da néi
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chuyén vdi ho trede thém nha. Ba ta nhd c6 hoi Amber dao nay céng viéc &
Phu Hoa thé nao. Ho da vay tay chao khi Martin 1ai xe di.”

“Biét dau ong ta chi tat vao goc nao do roi 16n lai.”

“Martin rdi nha ldc 8 rwdi va dén cho lam lic 9 gio. Ching t6i da lai xe
thitr va ding 1a mat ntra tiéng.” Hawksley nhtn vai, “Nhu to6i da néi, 6ng ta
hoan toan trong sach.”

“Gi0 an trua thi sao?”

“Ong ta uéng mot ly va dn mot cai sandwich véi hai dong nghiép & quan
rugu gan van phong.”

“Pugc roi. Tiép tuc di.”

Ciing khong con gi nhiéu. Bat chap 16i khuyén nén gilt im lang ctia Crew,
Olive van dong y tra 10i cac cau hdi ctia canh sat. Va lic 9 rudi t6i, co ta ki
vao ban khau cung, chinh thitc bi két tdi sat hai me va em gai. Co vé co ta
cam thay nhe nhém nhw trit bo dwge ganh nang lic lam xong viéc dé.

Khi Olive bi tam giam vao budi sang hom sau, Hawksley va Geoff Wyatt
duwgc giao nhiém vu thu thap chitng cit dinh t6i co ta. Cong viéc khong hé
phtc tap. Hai ngudi doi chiéu két luan tir bén kham nghiém hién treong, giai
phau t¥ thi va cac bang chitng ctia canh sat. Tat ca cung co cho 16i khai nhan
cta Olive. Cu thé, vao sang ngay mung 9 thang Chin nam 1987, mo6t minh
cO ta da sat hai cd me va em gai bang cach civa ditt c6 hong ho bang mét con
dao lang thit.
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Mot quang im lang kéo dai. Hawksley chong hai tay 1én chiéc ban bang go
thong da dugc lau chui sach béng roi day ngudoi ding day. “Co c6 muodn
uéng thém ca phé khong?” Anh nhin theo chiéc but chi dang mai miét chay
trén trang gidy cua tap ghi chi, “Thém ca phé nhé?”

“Hurm, ca phé den, khong duong.” Roz van cam cti viét.

“Chac r6i, thra ba chu. Birng dé y dén t6i, thwa ba cha. Toi chi 1a mét tén
ngwoi hau théi ma, thwa ba cha.”

Roz phi cudi, “Xin 16i. Vang, cdm on anh, t6i rdt muén dwgc udong thém
ca phé. Xem nao, néu anh con chiu dyng duoc, téi c6 vai cau héi day va toi
dang c6 ghi lai ching kéo quén mat.”

Anh quan sat Roz. C6 dep nhw than Vé nit cua Botticelli, anh da nghi thé
ngay tt lan dau tién gap mat, nhung hoi qua manh dé so vGi gu cta anh, cao
khoang 1m67 va nang chua t6i 45 can, giong hét mot ngwoi mau siéu gay,
nhwng tdm than gong 1én vi cang thang, chang c6 chit mém mai hay thoai
mai nao. Anh thac mac khéng biét viéc an kiéng hay lo nghi tao nén véc
dang manh khanh kia. C6 1€ la vé sau. R0 rang c6 la kiéu phu nit dé bi am
anh, c xét trén vu viéc ma c6 dang theo dudi la rd. Anh dat coc ca phé mai
rét trdc mat cb, va gitt coc cia minh bang ca hai tay.

“Pugc 16i,” Roz sap xép lai may to gidy. “Hay bat dau v6i can bép truéc.
Tat ca ctng c6 cho 16i khai nhan ctaa Olive, rang c6 ta pham t6i mot minh.
Cu thé 1a thé nao?”

Hawksley nh¢ lai, “C6 phai nhin thay hién truong vu an thi mdéi hiéu ro
duwgc. Nha bép khong khac gi 10 mo, nhitng dau chan chi chit trén san nha
lénh lang mau. Ching t6i da chyp anh tirng dau mot, va tat ca déu la cta
Olive, ké cd dau giay dinh méau in trén tdm tham ngoai tién sanh.” Anh nhtin
vai, “Con co man nao la dau van tay ctia ngén céi va ngon tré dinh day mau
& nhitng cho c6 ta bam vao. Tat ca déu la caa c6 ta. Thanh that ma néi,
ching t6i c6 tim thay ba dau van tay khac, nhung khong khép véi bat i ai
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trong nha Martin hay hang xém ctia ho. Nhung cling khong bat ngd. Han la
nguoi thay ga, tho dién, thg stta 6ng nuwdc gi d6. Khong c6 vét mau trén
nhitng dau van tay la nén ching t6i nghiéng vé gia thuyét rang ho da dén va
roi di vao khoang thoi gian trudce khi xay ra vu an.”

Roz lai nhay dau but chi, “Con cdi riu va con dao? T6i doan trén do ciing
chi c6 dau van tay cta Olive?”

“Khong han, thuce té la ching ban dén noéi ching téi chang thu dugc gi
cd.” Hawksley khé cudi khi thady Roz trd nén quan tam, “Co6 dé bi danh lac
huwéng qua. Mdau tuoi rat tron. Néu tim duwge dau van tay hoan chinh nao trén
dé méi la ki la ddy. Cay lan bot cé ba dau van tay con méi, déu la caa
Olive.”

Roz can than ghi chép, “T6i khong biét canh sat co6 thé 1ay dwgc dau van
tay tir go tho day.”

“N6 lam bang thty tinh ran, dai 60 phan, kha nang. Sé rat ngac nhién néu
Gwen va Amber c6 thé song sé6t dugi nhitng ci dap ctia n6. Ho déu nho
nguwoi. Bang 18 ho phdi v& so mdi dang.” Hawksley nhap mot ngum ca phé,
“Nhung Olive cho biét co ta chi dap nhe dé bat ho im miéng th6i. Ching t6i
da lo ngai la Olive c6 thé dung bang chitng nay dé xin giam an xudng toi
ngo sat, roi bién luan rang minh chi cat c6 ho khi tin rang ho da chét va co
chdt hai cai xac trong con hoang loan théi. Néu Olive khai khong dung
nhiéu sttc khi nén nhitng ct dau tién thi c6 khi c6 ta da thuyét phuc dugc boi
thdm doan rang toan bo sy viéc chi la tai nan khing khiép réi cling nén.
Chung t6i da truy héi, nhung c6 ta van khang khang khong c6 hai trén tam
guong, chitng té ho da chét.” Anh nhan mat, “Thé nén, toi da phai rat vat va
trong hai ngay, lam viéc cung cac chuyéen gia giam dinh cling nhu nghién
cttu t¥ thi, dé tirng bwdc tim hiéu xem tinh trang thuwc sy la gi. Rot cudc,
ching t6i cling tim dwgc da bang chitng cho thdy Gwen da c6 chong cu
trie@c khi chét, tir d6 cau thanh t6i giét ngwdoi. Toi nghiép ba ta, tay va chan
bi bam gidp & nhitng cho gio ra dé d& may ca danh.”

Roz nhin cham cham vao tach ca phé trong vai phit, “Hém truwde, Olive
da to ra rat tor t€ véi toi. That kho long twdng twong c6 ta lai lam nhitng
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chuyén nhuw thé.”

“Co chwa bao gid nhin thiy c6 ta ltc gian d thoi. Co thé lic dy co sé
nghi khac.”

“Anh nhin thay c6 ta lic gian di r6i sao?”

“Chuwa,” anh ta thtra nhan.

“Cha, toi con chang hinh dung ndi ay chi. T6i dong y rang co6 ta da lén
can kha nhiéu trong vong sdu nam qua nhwng c6 ta van la kiéu nguwdi buon
ba, lanh lung. Chi c6 nhitng nguwdi hay cang thang, va thiéu kién nhan méi
dé noi nong théi.” Co pha 1én cwdi khi thdy vé hoai nghi trén mat anh, “T6i
biét minh la nha tam 1y d& nhat moi thoi dai. Nhung chi hai cau hoéi nita thoi
roi toi sé dé anh yén. Diéu gi da xdy ra véi quan 4o ctia Gwen va Amber?”

“Olive dem dot trong mot cai 1o dét rac hinh vuong cé mat lwéi ¢ ngoai
vron. Ching t6i da thu duwgec mét vai mau vai tir dong tro, va ching khép
v&i mo td cia Martin vé quan 4o ma hai nguwdi phu nit da mac sang hom dé.”

“Tai sao c0 ta lai lam vay?”

“Chaéc la dé tong khit chiing di.”

“Anh khong hai Olive sao?”

Anh chau may, “T6i tin la ching t6i da héi roi. Nhung gio t6i khong nhg
nita.”

“Olive chang hé dé cap dén viéc dot bé quan 4o trong 16i khai.”

Hawksley cii dau ngdm nghi, chong ngén cai va ngén tré 1én mi mat.
“Chuing to6i da hoi co ta tai sao lai cdi bo quan ao cta ho,” anh thi tham.
“Cau tra 10i la néu ho mac quan ao, c6 ta sé khong xac dinh dugc cac khép
n6i dé chat. T6i nghi sau d6 Wyatt c6é hoi c6 ta lam gi v6i dong quan ao.”
Anh bong im bat.

“Va?”

Hawksley nhin 1én va xoa cam vé tram ngam, “Hinh nhw c6 ta khong tra
10i. Néu c6 thi t6i cling khéng nhd. T6i c6 cam giac ching t6i biét vé nhitng
mau vai sot trong thung dot rac la nho da tién hanh luc soat khap khu vweon.”

“Cac anh c6 hoi lai co6 ta khong?”
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Hawksley lac dau, “T6i thi khdng, nhung Wyatt thi chac l1a c6. Cai vay
cua Gwen da chay rui, chi con 16p len va bong 16t. Chung t6i da phai tach
tirng thanh phan dé phan tich, nhung nhu thé cling da dé nhan dang ro6i. N6
hoan toan kh@p v6i mo ta cua Martin va nhitng nguwoi hang xom. Cling co
vai cai cuc khong chay hét. Martin da nhan ra dai nep trén chiéc vay vg
mac.”

“Nhung anh khong thac mac tai sao Olive lai mat thdi gian di d6t quan do
sao? Co ta thira sitc tong hét vao va li cung véi hai cai xac va quang tat ca
xuong bién.”

“Cai 1o dot rac khong hé chay Idc 5 gio hém ay, néu khong ching toi da
phat hién dugc ngay. Suy ra, thiéu hiy quan 4o nam trong chuoi hanh dong
dau tién cta Olive. Chac 6 ta khong ngd viéc d6 ton thdi gian vi van tuéng
rang sé dé dang xt ly dugc hai cai xac. Nghe nay, c6 ta chi muén x6a sach
bang chitng thoi. Ly do duy nhat khién c6 ta hodng sg¢ va goi cho ching toi
la bdi b6 c6 ta sap vé. Néu nha chi cé ba ngwoi ho, han ké hoach ctia o ta
da thanh cong, canh sat sé phai tim kiém va nhan dang tirng mau thit bi cat
xéo troi noi trén bién & Southampton. Tham chi, c6 khi c6 ta con thoat toi ay
chir.”

“T6i khong cho la thé. Hang x6m dau phai ké ngbc. Ho sé thac mac vé su
mat tich dot ng6t cia Gwen va Amber.”

“Pung vay,” Hawksley thtra nhan. “Cau héi thi hai la gi?”

“Canh tay va ban tay cua Olive c6 vét tray xwdc sau khi x0 xat v6i ba me
khong?”

Anh lac dau, “Khéng. Cé vai vét tham tim chi khong say sat.”

Roz tritng tring nhin anh, “Anh khong thay ki la sao? Anh n6i Gwen da
co6 chong cy dé thoat chét co ma.”

“Gwen chang c6 gi dé gay tray xudc ca.” Anh giai thich, “Mdng tay ba ta
déu duwoc cit cut. O tudi ay thi ciing khé ma lam duge gi khac ngoai viéc
nam lay c6 tay Olive dé c6 day con dao ra. D6 chinh la nguyén nhan ctia vét
tham tim. vét ngén tay in lan. Chung t6i da chup anh lai.”
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Bang mot hanh dong ditt khoat, Roz thu tap giay lai va tha vao cap tap.
“Chang con gi dé nghi ngd nita nhi?” C6 cam tach ca phé 1én.

“U, d6 1a tat ca. Va du sao Olive ciing bi két 4n ké ca c6 chéi toi hay giit
im lang. C6 qua nhiéu bang chitng chong lai c6 ta. Cudi cung, dén 6ng bd
con phai chap nhan sy that co ma. Tai thay toi nghiép cho 6ng gia do. Ong
ta suy sup chi sau mot dém.”

Roz nhin vé phia bang ghi am van chay, “Ong ta c6 quy Olive khong?”

“T6i khong biét. Ong ta 1a nguoi kin ddo nhat ma toi ting gip. Toi c6
cam twdng ong ta chdng yéu quy ai ca, nhung...” anh nhin vai. “Ong ta phai
rat choang vang khi biét Olive c6 t5i.”

Roz nhap ca phé, “Cé lé giam dinh phap y da phat hién ra Amber titng c6
con khi méi 13 tu6i.”

Hawksley gat dau.

“Canh sat co6 lan theo manh méi dé khong? Co6 tim kiém thang bé chang
han?”

“Chung t6i thay khong can thiét. Sy viéc xdy ra da qua lau roi. Gan nhuw
khong c6 kha nang lién quan dén vu an.” Hawksley nging lai, chd doi,
nhung Roz van im lang. “Co6 van tiép tuc viét cuon sach chi?”

“0), tat nhién roi.”

Anh ngac nhién ra mat, “Tai sao?”

“Vi bay gio nay sinh nhiéu diém mau thuan hon bao gio hét.” Roz gio
ngon tay ra, liét ké trén tirng ngén mot. “Tai sao Olive lai khoc tham thiét
dén mirc ngudi trirc ban da khong hiéu noi co ta dang néi gi? Tai sao O ta
khong mac chiéc vay dep nhat dé chuan bi téi London? Tai sao lai dot dong
quan ao? Tai sao Robert Martin nghi con gai minh v6 t6i? Tai sao 6ng ta
khong bi soc tredc céi chét cia Gwen va Amber? Tai sao Olive néi khéng
wa Amber? Tai sao c6 ta khong dé cap dén vu x6 xat véi me minh? Tai sao
cu dap bang cay lan bot lai c6 vé nhe nhw vay? Tai sao? Tai sao chit?” Co bo
tay xudng ban va guwgng cudi, “Co thé toi la ngwoi dé bi danh lac hwéng,
nhung 1o rang & day c6 diém khong théa dang. Cudi cung, toi khong thé
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hiéu logic gitta viéc anh va luat sw c¢6 van ctia Olive cho rang co6 ta bi dién
trong khi két luan ctia nam béc si tam ly chi ra c6 ta hoan toan binh thuwong.”

Hawksley im lang quan sat Roz trong vai phut, “Co budc toi tdi da khang
dinh Olive bi dién trwdc khi biét chac chan, nhung c6 lam mot diéu con té
hai hon. C6 cho rang c6 ta vo t6i ma khéng théem mang tGi sy that. Gia s
qua cudn sach, co khoi 1én dugce sy ting ho doi véi co ta, va cit xét trén tinh
hinh b6 may hanh phap dang chao ddo nhu hién nay, c6 khong hé thdy ban
khoan khi (c6 thé sé) trd mot ngwdi nhu thé vé véi cong dong sao?”

“Khong hé, néu co ta thue sy vo t0i.”

“Con néu Olive c6 t0i, thi co la ngwdi da tim moi cach dé phéng thich c6
ta?”

“Vay thi do la 16i ctia hé thong luat phap.”

“Puoc roi, néu Olive khéng phai thu pham, vay thi l1a ai?”

“Ai do6 c6 ta yéu quy.” Roz uéng not cho ca phé va vdi tay tat may ghi
am. “Lam gi con nguyén nhan nao khac.” Co cat may ghi am vao cap tap va
ding day. “Anh danh nhiéu thdi gian tiép to6i nhw vay, that quy héa. Cam on
anh ca vé bita trira nita.” Co chia mot tay ra.

Anh trang trong bat 1dy, “Rat han hanh, c6 Leigh.” Nhitng ng6n tay mém
va am cua c6 bong cwra quay mot cach lo lang khi anh giit chat hoi lau. Co 1€
c6 cam thay sg anh. Vay cling t6t. Dau sao thi, c6 toan mang dén rac roi.

Roz budc ra cira, “Tam biét, anh Hawksley. Toi hi vong cong viéc lam an
cua anh tién trién thuan loi.”

Anh cuoi vang, “Téat nhién r6i. Tinh trang nay chi la tam thoi thoi.”

“T6t. A, con mot diéu cudi ciing. Robert Martin da dva ra gia thuyét nghe
chtrng hgp 1y hon, la Gwen hanh hung Amber, sau d6 Olive giét me minh dé
bao vé em gai. Tai sao anh lai gat bo kha nang d6?”

“V1i hoan toan phi ly. Bac si phap y da két luan ca hai nan nhan bi cat c6
b&i cung mdt ngwdi. Kich c¢d, chiéu sdu va géc dam cua vét thwong déu
twong (ng véi mot hung thi. Gwen khong chi c6 chong cw dé tw vé, ma con
muon bao vé Amber nita. Olive ra tay hét sitc tan nhan. C6 phdi v6 cing ngu
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ngoc nén mabi quén diéu d6.” Hawksley lai cwdi nhing mat van nghiém
nghi, “Néu nghe theo 10i khuyén cua t6i, han c6 sé tir bé hét thoi.”

Roz nhtin vai. “T6i ndi vdi anh diéu nay nhé, trung si,” co ra hiéu vé phia
nha hang. “Anh lo chuyén cua anh, t6i lo chuyén cua t6i.”

Hawksley lang nghe tiéng got giay nho dan doc theo hanh lang, roi véi
tay ldy dién thoai va quay s6. “Geoff,” anh n6i vao 6ng nghe. “Dén day
dwgce khong? Ching ta can néi chuyén.” Mat anh van 1én khi nghe tiéng tra
10i & dau day bén kia, “Chét tiét, d6 khong phdi viéc cta cau. T6i c6 phai
dia ngu dau ma lai di gio dau chiu bang.”

Roz nhin déng ho khi 1ai xe di. Bay gio la 4 rw6i. Néu nhanh chan, co sé
kip gap Peter Crew trwdc khi Oong ta tan s§. Co tim thdy mot cho do xe &
trung tam Southampton va t6i van phong dung lic ong ta dang roi di.

“Ong Crew!” C6 goi va chay dudi theo.

Luat sw quay lai vGi nu cuwdi gia tao, r6i chau may khi nhan ra co, “Gio t6i
khong c6 thaoi gian n6i chuyén véi co dau, co Leigh a. Toi c6 hen ro6i.”

“Vay dé toi di cung 6ng,” c6 khan nai. “T6i sé khong kim chan 6ng dau,
toi hita.”

Crew gat dau chap nhan r6i lai cat buwdc, lon toc ¢ bui téc gia ndy 1én theo
tirng nhip di, “Xe t6i do khong xa day lam.”

Roz khong mat thoi gian rao don nita, “T6i dugc biét 6ng Martin da dé lai
toan bo tai san cho dwta con trai ngoai gia thu cia Amber.” Co kéo gian su
that nhw mot miéng cao su, “T6i con nghe néi cau bé duwgc mot nguwoi mang
ho Brown nhan nudi, va ngudi nay da nhap cw vao Uc. Liéu 6ng c6 thé cho
toi biét viéc tim kiém co6 tién trién gi mdi khong?”

Crew kinh ngac nhin c6, “T6i dang thac mac khong biét c6 moi & dau ra
thong tin dy day.” Ong ta buc boi gin tiing chit, “C6 phai ai d6 & chd toi da
néi khong?”

“Khong,” c6 khang dinh. “T6i biét dwgc tir mot nguén doc 1ap bén ngoai.”

Ong ta nheo mét, “That khé tin. C6 tiét 16 dugc khong?”

Roz mim cwdi binh than, “Mot ngudi biét Amber tir khi mdéi lot 1ong.”

“Tai sao ho biét dugc ho cia ngwdi nhan nu6i?”
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“Toi khong biét.”

“Khong bao gid Robert néi,” Crew 1am nham. “Ong ta biét rd ring c6
nhitng quy dinh vé viéc tim kiém tré em dwgc nhan nuéi. Ma du viéc tiét 1o
thong tin 1a hgp phap di nira, thi 6ng ta van mudn gitt bi mat chuyén nay.
Néu tim thdy dita tré, chang doi nao 6ng ta muén dw luan bu quanh cau
chuyén thira ké dy. Vét nho tir vu &n mang c6 thé deo bam thang bé ca doi.”
Ong ta cau kinh lac dau, “T6i phai néi rd, thwa cd Leigh, mong c6 hay gitf
kin. Coéng khai thong tin nay la mét hanh dong vo cung thiéu trach nhiém, vi
c6 thé gay hai cho twong lai cua diva tré.”

“Ong hiéu sai t6i r6i.” Roz vui vé khing dinh. “T6i dén v&i cong viéc nay
vi sy tan tam, va sé khong bao gio 1gi dung ngwoi khac dé danh bong tén
tu6i.”

Crew ré vao mot goc, “Cha, hay nhg diéu nay, co gai a. BPung dé t6i c6 1y
do khai kién chéng lai cudn sach cta co. Toi sé khong ngan ngai dau.”

Mot con gié thoi qua, khé nang phan chép cua mai toc gia 1én, Crew bén
lay tay kéo né xudng dau nhu kéo mii.

Di phia sau chitng mdt mét, Roz rao buwdc 1én song song. “Tat nhién roi,”
cd c6 nén cuoi. “Vay, vé co ban, ong trd 10i cau hoi cta téi duge khong?
Ong tim thay cau bé chwa? Da c6 tién trién dot pha nao chwa?”

Ong ta dit khoat gat di, “T6i khong c6 y xdc pham, nhung t6i thay thong
tin nay chang gitp ich gi cho c6 hét. Ching ta vira thong nhat rang c6 sé
khong cong khai chuyén dé ma.”

Roz quyét dinh danh bai ngita, “Olive biét vé cau bé do. Co ta cling biét
rang b6 minh da dé lai quyén thtra ké cho thang bé, va 6ng dang di tim n6.”
Co gio tay lén dau hang trwdc phan tng kho chiu ctia 6ng ta, “Tat nhién
khong phai do t6i ndi ra, 6ng Crew a. Co ta rat sac sao, nén da doan ra mot
phan va nghe phan con lai tir cac tin don trong tu. Co ta n6i bd minh sé dé
lai gia san cho gia dinh néu c6 thé, nén chang kho6 khan lam cting doan duogc
ong ta dang co tim con trai cia Amber. Du sao di nita, thi viéc ong c6 tim
thay thang bé hay khong cling rat quan trong v&i Olive. Toi chi mong 6ng
néi cho toi biét vai théng tin c6 thé khién c6 ta thanh than.”
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Crew dot ngot ding lai, “Olive c6 mudn tim thay thang bé khong?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Hirm. C6 1é c6 ta nghi minh sé dugc huwdng s6 tién néu khong con ai
trong danh sach thiva ké chang?”

Roz ngac nhién ra mat, “Lam sao c6 thé? Ong da noi r6 rang lic trude roi

N »

ma.

Ong ta lai di tiép, “Khong phai Robert mudn gidu Olive. Ong ta chi yéu
cau ching t6i tranh lam phién c6 ta khi khéng can thiét. Co 1€ t6i da sai khi
cho rang thong tin vé cac diéu khoan trong ban di chic sé lam c6 ta phién
long. Tuy nhién, néu Olive da biét chuyén... Cha cha, ct dé t6i x ly vu nay,
co Leigh a. Con viéc gi nita khong?”

“C0. Robert Martin c6 bao gio t6i tham con gai khong?”

“Khong. Rat xin 16i phai ndi rang Robert tham chi con khong néi chuyén
v&i con gai minh ké ti khi c6 ta bi budc toi giét nguoi.”

Roz chop lay canh tay Crew. “Nhung 6ng ta nghi con gai minh vo t6i,” c6
phan nd phan déi. “Va chiu trad an phi cho Olive. Vay tai sao lai khong dén
tham? Nhw thé chang phai qua tan nhan hay sao?”

MGt tia sac lanh anh 1én trong mat Crew. “Pung la rat tan nhan,” ong ta
dong y. “Nhung khong phai Robert. Ma Olive méi chinh la nguoi tir choi
gdp bd minh. Piéu d6 lam 6ng gia chét dan chét mon. Va t6i cho rang, c6 ta
c6 tinh lam nhw vay.”

Roz chau may that vong. “Ong va t6i c6 quan diém khac nhau qua, thua
ong Crew. T6i chi nhin thdy khia canh t6t dep & Olive ma tho6i.” Nét mat c6
cang rau 11 hon nita, “T6i doan c6 ay biét 6ng b6 mudn gap minh.”

“Tat nhién. V§i tw cdch bén nguyén, 6ng ta da phai trinh don 1én BO Noi
vu xin sy chap thuan dac biét dé dugc phép tham Olive, du co6 ta la con gai
rudt. Co co thé goi dién tdi d6 dé xac nhan néu muon.” Ong ta lai tiép tuc sai
bwdc va Roz phai chay theo mdi bat kip.

“Vay con sy mau thuan trong 10i khai cta Olive thi sao, thiva 6ng Crew?
ong da hoi co ta vé nhitng diém dé chwa?”

“Mau thuan nao?”
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“Cha, vi du nhw Olive khong hé dé cap dén viéc ba me da chong tra, va
khai rang Gwen va Amber da chét trwéc khi bi chat ra.”

Crew sot rudt xem dong ho deo tay, “C6 ta n6i doi.”

Roz lai chop 14y canh tay Crew mot lan nita, budc 6ng ta dirng lai. “C)ng
1a ludt sw ¢6 van,” cd gian di néi, “Ong c6 nghia vu phai tin Olive.”

“Dung ngdy tho thé, c6 Leigh. T6i chi c6 nghia vu dai dién cho c6 ta
th6i.” Ong ta giat tay ra, “Néu ludt su’ c6 van bat budc phai tin bat cit diéu gi
than cha néi véi ho, thi ching can dén luat phap l1am gi nita.” Ong ta mim
moi vé chan ghét, “Du sao thi toi ciling tin Olive day chit. Co ta n6éi minh la
hung tha va t6i chap nhan chuyén do. T6i phai tin thi ding hon. Du t6i da c6
ging khuyén ngin, nhung co ta van khang khing tw thid hét.” Ong ta nhin
x0dy vao Roz, “C6 dang ndi vGi téi rang bay gio, Olive lai phd nhan toi
trang cua minh sao?”

“Khong, nhung to6i khong nghi nhitng diéu c6 dy néi vGi canh sat la s
that.”

Ong ta sdm soi c6 trong giay lat, “Cd da néi chuyén v6i Graham Deedes
chuwa?”

Co gat dau.

“Roi sa0?”

“Anh ta dong y vdi 6ng.”

“Céanh sat thi sao?”

Co lai gat dau, “To6i da nbéi chuyén v6i mot ngwoi trong so6 ho. Anh ta
cling noi nhw 6ng.”

“Vay ma c0 van chwa v& ra?”

“Khong han. Deedes chi doc ban tém tat cua 6ng va chwa bao gid noi
chuyén true tiép vai Olive, con canh sat von da sai ngay tir dau.” Roz gat lon
toc do ra khéi mat, “Khéng may la, niém tin vao cong ly nwéc Anh cta toi
khong kién dinh dwgc nhw 6ng.”

“R0O rang la vay.” Crew mim cwoi lanh lung, “Nhung lan nay chu nghia
hoai nghi ctia c6 da dat nham cho ro6i. Chiic ¢6 mét ngay t6t lanh, c6 Leigh.”
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Vién luat su rdo buwdc ra con pho 1ong gid, mét tay giltr chat mai toc gia 16
bich, vat 4o dudi tom nging ngudy theo doi chan dai. Trong ong ta that khoi
hai, nhung Roz khong cdm thdy buon cudi. Du diéu bd cé 16 bich dén dau,
ong ta van c6 nhitng pham chat nhat dinh.

Roz vao mot tram dién thoai cong cong, goi dén treong dong Thanh Angela,
nhung da qua 5 gio chiéu va ngudi tric cho biét xo Bridget da vé nha. Co
goi dén tong dai dé hoi danh ba dién thoai & Dawlington, nhung van phong
da dong ctra va khong c6 ai nhac may. Quay tré lai xe, c6 lay but chi ghi lai
thoi gian biéu so lwge cho sang hom sau, réi ngéi mot lic, ghi quyén s6 ghi
chép vao vo lang, c6 nghi vé nhitng diéu Crew vira néi. Nhung c6 khong tai
nao tap trung noi. Tam tri lai quanh quan véi nét quyén ri cua Hal Hawksley
trong gian bép nha hang Xoong Chan Tring.

Anh da dung manh khoée nao d6 dé luon bat gap anh mat co6 khi c6 khong
ngo t6i, va moi lan nhw thé, con séng long lai dang lén khién c6 ngat ngay
choang vang. Co tirng nghi “nguoi nhiin nhu con chi chi” chi la cach noi van
vé sén sta, nhung ¢t da nay, néu quay lai Xoong Chan Tring lan nita, chac
c6 sé phai chéng gdy thi m@i buwdc qua ndi ctra chinh. Co dién roi. Nguoi
dan 6ng d6 la mét kiéu xa hoi den. Lam gi c6 nha hang nao mé ra ma khong
hé c6é khach? Moi ngudi déu phai an, du dang suy thoai di chang nita. Co lac
manh dau, né mdy va quay tré lai London. Chét tiét that! Sé chang co gi tot
dep dau, vi néu nhitng suy nghi ctia c6 vé anh ta chi toan do twdng thé xac,
thi han suy nghi ctia anh ta vé co (trong treong hgp anh ta thuc sy nghi téi
c0) cling toan la dam dang ma thoi.

Co vé tdi London. Thanh phé chat ciing va ngdt ngat vdi giao thong tac
nghén vao gio cao diém t6i thit Nam.

Mot nit pham nhan 16n tu6i dwgc nhitng nguwdi khac ctt ra, lo lang dirng
lai tr6c canh cita mé. Ké nan sap khién ba ta sg, nhung may co gai kia ci
dong vién rang ba ta la ngwdi duy nhat Olive chiu néi chuyén cung. Ba ta
khién Olive nhé vé me minh, ho déu bao vay. Y nghi d6 khién ba ta canh
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giac, nhung cling khoi goi tri t0 mo. Ba ta lang 1€ quan sat con ngudi to 16n
u € trrdc mat vung vé quan manh gidy bac quanh chat it 1a thudc. Lat sau,
ba ta cét 161, “Nay, Ké nan sap! C6 gai téc dé dao nay co hay gap la ai thé?”

Olive chi thoang nhin ba ta qua khée mat, roi lai 10 di.

“Pay, 1dy mot diéu di.” Ba ta moi mét bao thudc hiéu Silk Cut tir trong tui
ao ra va dua 1én moi. Phan tng dén ngay titc thi. Nhw mot con ché dap lai
tiéng go nhe bao hiéu bita an tdi, Olive 1€ budc trén san va lay mot diéu,
doan giau vao nép gap trén ao. “Vay co gai toc dé dé la ai?” Nguwdi phu nit
gia van co hai.

“Nha van. C6 ta dang viét mot cudn sach ve t6i.”

“Chda oi!” Ba ta té y kinh tdm, “C6 ta mudn viét gi vé c¢6? Toi mai la
nguoi bi an oan chit.”

Olive nhin ba ta cham cham, “Co thé t6i ciing thé day.”

“A tat nhién roi,” ba ta vo dui, cuoi khay. “Dita ngu mdi tin. Nghe ma son
toc gay.”

Olive thd kho khé, c6 phan thich thi, “Cha, ba biét ho néi gi ma. Chi ltra
gat vai ngwoi thi lic nao cling cé thé lam dwoc, con lira tat cd moi ngudi thi
chi thi thoang ta md&i lam dugc thoi...” Co ta dung lai vé cho doi.

“Nhung chang ai ltva dwgc moi nguwdi mai mai.” Nguwoi phu nit s6t sang
néi n6t. Ba ta xua xua ngoén tay, “Chang thé nao.”

Olive nhin ba ta khong chdp mat, “Ai can mai mai ch? Tim cho minh
mot phong vién nhe da ca tin di, r6i dung thit nay mot chit.” C6 ta go go 1én
dau, “Biét dau ngay ca ba cling lam nén tro trong gi dé day. Co ta la nguoi
bac cau quan diém. Ba lira 6 ta, va cd ta sé ltra tit ca nhitng ngudi khac.”

“That dang tdm!” Nguwoi phu nit vo thite thét 1én, “Ho chi hitng thu vai
nhitng ké tdm than khat mau thoéi. Nhitng nguwdi nhé bé dang thwong nhw
chuing t6i, doi nao ho dé tam dén.”

Vé kho chiu thoang 1wét qua doi mat ti hi cta Olive, “Ba goi t6i la ké tam
than sao?”

Nguwoi phu nit mim cwdi yéu 6t va lui lai mot buwde. “Nay Olive, chi 1a 16
10i thoi.” Ba ta gio tay 1én vé dau hang, “Pwgc chit? Khong c6 y dau.” Roi
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quay di, ngwdi toat mo hoi.

Phia sau ba ta, tdn dung voc dang to 16n ctia minh dé che khuat tam nhin,
Olive kin dao lay birc twgng bang dat sét dang lam d& tir day tt va ndn hinh
dia tré nam trong long me bang nhitng ngoén tay thd kéch, cham chap.
Khoéng biét 1a do c6 y, hay bdi ki nang chwa du thanh thuc, ma ro rang hai
ban tay thé rap ctia ngudi me dang c6 bop chét diva con tho miim mim.

Olive khé ngdm nga mot giai diéu trong lic nan twgng. Bang sau ba me
va dira tré la mot loat cac bite twgng khac, trong nhu bup bé banh gitng mau
xam. Hai hay ba bttc twgng trong s6 d6 mat dau.

Anh ta ng6i that théu trén bac tam cap trwdc cira can ho cia Roz, nong nac
mui bia, hai tay 6m lay dau. Roz nhin anh ta cham cham trong vai giay,
guwong madt hoan toan vo cam.

“Anh lam gi ¢ day?”

Han anh ta vira khéc, “Ching ta can né6i chuyén. Em chang bao gio chiu
noi chuyén vai anh.”

Co6 khong buon tra 1oi. Chong cii ctia c6 da say khwét. Nhw ca tram lan
tredc day, ho dau con gi dé néi. Co da qua mét mai khi phai nhan nhitng tin
nhan cua anh ta trén may tra 10i tw dong, mét moi vi nhitng 1a thw, mét méi
vi no6i hon ghét luén dang l1én trong long moi khi nghe thdy giong ndi hay
nhin thay chit viét cda anh ta.

Anh ta tim vao vay Roz khi c6 ¢6 buéc qua, va bam 1dy nhw mot dira tré,
“Xin em ddy, Roz. Anh say quéa khong thé vé nha dugc.”

Co diu anh ta 1én thém, vao trong.

“Nhung anh khong thé & lai,” c6 day anh ta lén ghé banh. “T6i sé goi
Jessica dén dén anh.”

“Sam bi Om,” anh ta 1dm bam. “C6 dy khong roi thing bé duwgc.”

Roz nhun vai lanh lung, “Vay toi sé goi taxi.”

“Khong.” Anh ta lao tGi va kéo giat day noi dién thoai, “Anh sé & lai day.”
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Giong anh ta c6 phan sac lanh nhw dang canh céo, rang anh ta rat sau kho
va khong muon bi doi x nhw thé. Nhwng ho da két hon qua lau va cai va
qua nhiéu nén c6 khong thé cho phép anh ta ra diéu kién. Gio trong cd chi
con st khinh miét. “Cit ti nhién nhw ¢ nha,” c6 noi. “Toi sé ra khach san.”

Anh ta ldo dao chay ra va ditng chan & cira, “D6 khong phai 16i cta anh,
Roz. D6 chi la tai nan. Vi Chda, em c6 thé dirng tri'ng phat anh nita dwgc
khong?”
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Roz nham mat lai va mot lan nita nhin thdy guwong mat xam ngat, ta toi cta
da con gai ndm tudi. Khi con song, con bé xinh xan bao nhiéu thi khi chét,
né xdu xi bay nhiéu. Da con bé rach buom vi nhitng manh v& cta kinh chan
gi6. Co ti van long minh nhw hang triéu lan tredc do, rang c6 c6 thé dé dang
chdp nhan chuyén ay hon khong, néu Rupert cling chét cung? Liéu nhitng t6i
16i ma c6 khong thé tha thit cho Rupert ltic anh ta con s6ng sé duwgc hoa giai
hét khi anh chét di? Co6 nd6i v6i nu cuoi cay dang, “Toi chang bao gio gap
anh, lam sao t0i c6 thé trirng phat anh day? Anh say xin va that nyc cuoi.”

Cai cach anh ta nhin c6, ra vé yéu 6t va ton thwong lai cang khién c6 thém
khinh bi va sét rudt. “Oi, vi Chiia,” ¢6 git. “Lam on di di dwoc khong? Tai
hoan toan vo cdm véi anh r6i, va n6i that long, t6i nghi minh chwa bao gio
c6 cam xuc gi vdi anh hét.” Nhung do khong phdi sy that, khong hoan toan
la thé. “Nguoi ta khong thé khinh ghét thit minh chwa bao gid yéu.” Olive
ti'ng ndi nhu vay.

Nudc mat lan dai trén khudon mat mu mi vi regu cua Rupert, “Ngay nao
anh ciing khéc thwong con bé, em biét ma.”

“Anh khoc dy ha? Toi thi khong. T6i chang con stc nita.”

“Vay thi em chang yéu con bé bang anh dau,” anh ta thén thitc, gong
minh I1én dé kiém ché.

Modi Roz cong lén khinh bi, “That sao? Vay ly do gi khién anh v0i vang
kiém nguaoi thé chd con bé mot cach bi 6i nhw thé? T6i biét ma. Anh con
phai thu thai cho Jessica yéu quy trong vong mot tuan ké tir khi an lanh bo di
sau tai ngn ay.” C6 nhan manh nhitng chi cudi cung vdi s mia mai, “Sam
la mot sy thay thé hoan hdo chi hd, Rupert? Thang bé c6 cudn téc anh vao
tay n6 nhw cai cach Alice van lam khong? N6 c6 cuwdi giong con bé khong?
N6 c6 cho anh noi bac ctra va 6m 1ay goi anh roi reo 1én ‘Me oi, me oi, bo
vé 16i!” khong?” Con gian lam giong co the thé, “Co6 khong, Rupert? Thang

https://thuviensach.vn



bé c6 giong nhuw Alice ngay xwa khong? Hay n6 chang c6 diém gi giong
Alice nén ngay nao anh ciing phai khoc thuvong con bé?”

“N6 chi la mot dita tré, vi Chuia.” Rupert siét chat nam dam, d6i mat cling
rie 1én gian dit nhw mat c6. “Chua oi, em that chang ra gi. Anh chwa bao gio
muon thay thé con bé. Lam sao anh c6 thé? Alice 1a Alice. Anh khong thé
mang con bé quay vé.”

Cd quay di va nhin ra ctia s6, “U, khong thé.”

“Vay tai sao em lai d6 16i cho Sam? Thang bé khong c6 16i gi ca. N6 tham
chi con khong biét minh c6 chi gai.”

“To6i khong d6 16i cho Sam.” C6 nhin mdgt do6i tinh nhan & bén kia con
duwong, ngdp trong quang sang den dwong mau vang cam. Ho au yém 6m
chat 1ay nhau, vu6t té6c, mon trén canh tay, va hon nhau. Ho méi ngay tho
lam sao khi nghi tinh yéu that dep, “T6i oan han no.”

Co nghe tiéng anh ta qud quang dva vao ban tra. “D6 la mot noi han thu
mu quang,” anh ta liu riu.

“Phai,” Roz binh than dap, giong nhw ti nha véi long minh hon 1a néi véi
anh ta. Hoi thd ctia ¢6 lam mo 16p kinh. “Nhung t6i khong hiéu tai sao anh
c6 thé hanh phtc con t6i thi khéng? Anh da giét con gai td6i nhung ban than
lai binh an vo6 sy vi phap luat n6i anh da chiu dwng du roi. T6i da phai chiu
dyng con nhiéu hon thé, trong khi t6i 16i ctia t6i chi la da cho phép nguoi
chong ngoai tinh dugc gap gd con gai minh, bdi toi biét con bé yéu bd no va
toi khong muon thay né buon.”

Anh ta nitc n@, “Gia nhw em biét thong cam hon thi chuyén do sé khong
bao gig xay ra. DB6 la 16i cia em, Roz a. Em chinh la nguwoi da giét con bé.”
Co6 khong nghe thay tiéng anh ta buwéc lai gan. Roz quay dau lai khi nam
ddm ctia anh ta lao thang vao mat co.

Ho da danh nhau, mot cach hén ha va dé tién. Khi tir ngit da tré nén bat luc,
vi ho luon biét rd ngwoi kia dinh néi gi, ho lao vao nhau ma dam da, ma cao
cau v6i mong muon tan ac la khién nguwoi kia bi thwong. D6 1a hanh dong vo
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thitc dén ki la, va dwoc thoi thic bdi cam giac t6i 16i nhiéu hon la oan ghét
hay thu han. Bdi tan sau trong tam twdng, ho y thitc qua ro rang chinh cudc
hon nhan that bai da dan dén xung dot. Va réi mot lan, cudc chién tw ho
cham ngoi da khién Rupert noi dién. Anh ta tic toc bo di, dem theo con gai
ho va cho né ng6i & ghé sau ma khong cai day an toan. Ai cé thé biét truéc
chiéc xe lai bi mat kiém soat, ddm sam vao dai phan cach? Ai biét trudc
dugc rang duwéi lyc tdc dong khung khiép ay, c6 bé nam tu6i da bi vang ra
ngoai qua ctra kinh v@, khién than hinh méong manh dy phai chiu thwong tich
nghiém trong? La y Chua, cong ty bdo hiém da no6i nhv vay. Nhung doi voi
Roz, do ciling la 1an cu6i cung Chua can thiép vao cudc doi c6. Ca Chuaa va
Alice déu da chét vao ngay hom ay.

Rupert dirng tay trwdc, c6 1é vi nhan ra tran dau nay that khong can stic,
hodc don gian bdi anh ta da say mém. Anh ta trudn téi ngbi rim ré trong
goc nha. Roz 14y tay khé quét quanh miéng va liém giot mau tita ra & khoe
moi. C6 nham mat lai, lang 1€ ng6i yén trong vai phat, doi cho con gian
ngun ngut ctia minh diu lai. Dang ra ho phdi lam viéc nay tir lau r6i mdi
phai. Lan dau tién trong nhiéu thang rong, c6 lai cdAm thdy binh yén, nhw thé
vira xua tan toi 10i ctia chinh minh. C6 biét rang, dang 1é minh phai di ra xe
va cai day an toan cho Alice. Nhung khong, c6 lai dong sam ctra treéc mat
ho va bé vao bép, dé chira lanh céi toi bi ton thwong bang mot chai rwgu gin
va dién cuong xé nat nhitng tdm anh. Co 1€, sau tat cd, c6 ciing can bi tritng
phat. Co6 chwa bao gio phai tra gia cho t6i 16i cia minh. Sw dén t0i, ciing
chinh la n6i dau dang xé toac c6i long ngay liic nay, hoa ra lai dem tdi cho
c6 con tram udt chtt khong phai niém thanh thén.

bu r6i, gio c6 thay da da roi. “Chiung ta déu lam cha s6 phan ctia minh,
Roz a.”

Co0 can trong ditng day, lan tim day cap dién thoai va cam lai vao giac. Co
nhin Rupert mot lic, r6i goi cho Jessica. “Roz day,” c6 néi, “Rupert dang &
nha t6i va toi e la anh ta can nguoi tGi don.” Co nghe thay tiéng thd dai &
dau day bén kia. “Pay sé la lan cudi cung, Jessica, toi hita.” Co6 suyt bat
cuoi, “Chang t6i da phat 1énh ngirng ban. Khong budc toi lan nhau nira.
Puoc roi, nita gid nita. Anh ta sé dgi c6 duwdi sanh.” C6 gac may. “T6i nobi
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nghiém tuc day, Rupert a. Moi chuyén qua ro6i. Chi la tai nan thoi. Ping
trach moc nhau nita va ty cho phép minh dwgc séng thanh than di.”

Sw vO cam cua Iris Fielding da trd thanh huyén thoai, nhung ngay ca nhw
thé, cd cling thdy séc khi nhin bd mdt méo mo ctia Roz vao ngay hom sau.
“Chua o1, trong cau kinh khiing qua.” Coé thang thitng nhan xét, roi lao dén
ta dung rugu va tuw rot cho minh mot ly brandy. Co nghi lai va rot them cho
Roz mot ly niva, “La do ai vay?”

Roz dong ctra va tap ténh budc trd lai cho ghé banh.

Iris udng can ly rwgu, “Co phéi Rupert khong?” Iris gio ly thi hai ra moi
nhung Roz lac dau tir chéi, cling 1a 101 dap cho cau héi.

“Tat nhién khong phai Rupert r6i.” Roz can than ha minh xudng ghé, ntra
nam, nita ngoi trong khi Quy ba Antrobus ung dung deé tdm than day long
mém mai lén phan nguc khoac do ngu cua c6 va dui dui cai dau am 4p cda
né vao cam c6. “Cau giup minh cho Quy ba Antrobus an nhé? C6 mot cai
hop thiéc khui san trong ta lanh.”

Iris quac mat nhin con méo, “Cta ng kinh khing day bo chét nay ay ha?
Thé cau da ¢ dau khi quy ba ctia cau can cau nhat?” Nhung roi Iris van bién
vao trong bép va lach cach ldy dia, “Cau chac la khong phai do Rupert
chit?” Co hoi khi di ra.

“Khong. Bay dau phdi phong cach cta anh ta. Minh va anh ta chi cdi nhau
thoi va diéu dé con gay ton thwong hon nhiéu.”

Iris tram ngam dap, “Cau chang tirng néi véi minh anh ta la nguwdi biét
cam thong con g1.”

“Minh néi déi day.”

Trong Iris lai cang tram tw hon, “Vay thi la ai?”

“Mot ga dién minh v& phai & quan ruegu dy ma. Ga cé vé hap dan khi mac
du quan 4o hon la khoa than nén minh bdo ga c* mac nguyén di, va ga phan
do6i.” Co6 nhin thdy vé do hoéi trong mat Iris va c6 cuwoi gia 1a bang doi moi
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bam giap, “Khong, ga khong lam gi minh. Minh van con nguyén ven. Minh
thé day.”

“Hirm. Cha, minh ciling chang c6 tw cach gi dé chi trich cau, tinh yéu a,
nhung liéu c6 ding dan khong khi 1ay khuén mat ra dé bao vé dirc hanh?
Minh khéng c6 niém tin vao viéc chién dau dé bao vé nhitng thit da mat.”
Co udng ly brandy ctia Roz, “Cau c6 goi canh sat khong?”

“Khong.”

“Bac si?”

“Khong.” C6 dat mot tay lén dién thoai, “Va cau cling khong phai goi ho
dau.”

Iris nhan vai, “Vay ca sang nay cau da lam nhitng gi?”

“Co gang suy nghi xem lam sao dé ty xoay x& ma khong can goi trg giup.
Nhwng dén triva, minh nhan ra rang dé la diéu khong thé. Minh da uéng hét
thubc aspirin roi, trong nha chang con gi dé an, hon nita minh sé khong ra
ngoai vdi bo dang thé nay dau.” Co nguwdc déi mat tim quang va hap hay day
am muoi lén nhin ban minh. “Cho nén minh nghi dén mot ngwdai it bi kich
dong nhat va vi ki nhat ma minh biét roi goi cho c6 dy. Cau phdi ra ngoai va
mua sam gitp minh, Iris a. Minh can du cho ca mét tuan.”

Iris hai hwéc dap, “Minh sé khéng bao gid phu nhan rang minh vi Kki,
nhung sao cau lai can dén pham chat do?”

Roz nhe rang cuoi, “Béi vi cau chi dé tam dén ban than minh, nén han
cau sé quén hét tat cd nhitng chuyén nay khi vé dén nha. Thém nita, cau
cling khong ép budc minh phai lam cai nay cai kia, hay sé doi trirng tri tén
khon nan do. Cong ty han sé mang tiéng xau néu dé thién ha biét mdt nha
van ctia minh cé théi quen dva may thang cha vé duge & quan rugu vé nha.”
Co ghi chat ca hai tay lén dién thoai va Iris thady cac khép ngén tay cta cod
trang béch.

“Pung vay,” Iris binh tinh dap.

Roz cém thdy nhe nhom hon mot chit, “Néu chuyén vd 16, chac minh
chét mat. Ma mot khi dé bac si hay canh séat dinh vao thi kha nang cao sé la
nhw thé. Cau ciling biét truyén théng kinh khing thé nao ma. Khong can
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quan tam ly do la gi, nhuwng ho sé phua kin khap cac trang nhat bang hinh anh
Alice thwong tich day minh trong vu tai nan.”

Toi nghiép Alice bé bong. Chua troi doc ac da sap xép mot tay thg anh
nghiép du ngay bén canh lan xe khi con bé bj hit vang ra ngoai hét nhw mot
con bup bé bang gié rach. Nhitng birc hinh bi tham ay da dugc dang tai, va
duwgc dam phong vien bao 1a cai coi la minh chitng cho mot trong nhitng bi
kich gitp canh tinh cac gia dinh khac vé tdm quan trong ctia viéc that day an
toan cho con em minh. Ching da tré thanh ki tc cudi cung vé Alice.

“Cau c6 thé hinh dung ra nhitng so sanh hén ha ma ho sé dyng lén. ‘Mat
ba me cling bién dang hét nhw con gai.” Minh khong thé song noi néu bi kich
ay lai xay ra.” C6 tho tay vao tii do lay danh sach d6 dung can mua, “Minh
sé viét cho cau mot tam séc khi cdu quay lai. Va du c6 di dau lam gi, thi
cling dirng quén mua aspirin nhé. Minh dang dau lam.”

Iris nhét t& gidy vao tui xach. “Chia khda,” c6 ndi va chia tay ra, “Cau c6
thé tranh thu chgp mat Iic minh ra ngoai. Minh sé ti vao nha.”

Roz chi cho Iris chum chia khéa trén chiéc tu canh ctra. “Cam on, va Iris
nay...” Co ngap ngung.

“Va Iris nay... Sao nita?”

Roz c6 nd nu cwoi nhung danh tir bé vi qua dau dén. “Va Iris nay... Minh
xin 16i.”

“Minh cling thé, thoi bé qua di.” Iris khé vay tay va ra khoi can ho.

Vai gio sau, Iris quay tré lai cuing nhitng mén d6 mua duwgc va mot céi va
li.

“Pirng nhin minh nhw thé,” c¢6 nghiém giong ndi va cho thuéc vao mot
coc nuwdc, “Minh sé trong nom cau mot hodc hai ngay gi dé. Tat nhién la
hoan toan vi muc dich vu lgi th6éi. Minh phdi trong coi nguon dau tw cta
minh can than. Va du sao di nita,” c6 gai gai dwdi cam Quy ba Antrobus.
“Ai do6 phai cho con méo u chét tiét nay an thay cau chit. Cau sé ru rit 1én
cho ma xem néu no chét hodc bi bé doi.”

Pang trong con tuyét vong va c6 don, Roz bong thdy cam dong vo6 cung.
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Trung si Geoff Wyatt xoay xoay ly rugu trong tay vé khong vui. Da day anh
16n tung phéo, va anh dang rat mét moi. Hom nay la thit Bdy, 1€ ra anh dang
c6 mat & tran bong da cta Saints, va canh twgng Hawksley bat dau nghién
ngdu mot dia ngon ngodn bit tét tai lam anh kho chiu. “Nghe nay,” anh c6
gang khong 16 vé buc tirc. “T6i hiéu diéu anh néi nhung bang chitng 1a bang
chitng. Anh mong chd t6i lam dugc gi chit? Co6 gang thay doi n6 sao?”

“Tham chi khong thé coi dé bang chitng duwgc néu da bi gia mao ngay tw
dau.” Hawksley dop lai, “Am muu ndy da dugc dan xép, vi Chiia.” Anh day
cai dia sang mot bén, “Cau cling nén an chut it di,” giong anh thoang mia
mai. “N6 sé khién tam trang cau kha hon.”

Wyatt nhin di hwéng khac. “Tam trang t6i chang lam sao hét va t6i da an
tredc khi dén day r6i.” Anh cham diéu thu6c va nhin vé phia ctra ra vao cta
nha hang, “T6i chwa bao gio cam thay dé chiu khi & trong bép, nhat la tir khi
nhin thdy xac nhitng phu nit dé6 ¢ nha Olive Martin. Qua nhiéu hung khi gay
an va qua nhiéu mau thit bay nhay. Ching ta khong thé sang phong khac
duoc sao?”

“Pirng c6 ngoc thé,” Hawksley noi coc 1oc. “Chét tiét, Geoff, du gi cau
cling no toi day.”

Wyatt thd dai, “Sé c6 lgi gi cho anh néu t6i bi dinh chi vi da 1én lut tiép
tay cho mot canh sat cii lam may chuyén lwon leo?”

“T6i khong nho cau gitp toi chuyén lwon leo. Nén khong can thay ap luc
vay dau. Cho t6i chut thoi gian dé nghi buwdc tiép theo.”

“Nén lam gi?”

“Cau co thé bat dau bang viéc thuyét phuc phé chanh thanh tra ditng dinh
dang dén vu nay nita.”

“Vay ma khong phai lwon leo sao?” Khée miéng Wyatt tré xudng,
“Nhung di gi toi cling da th roi. Ong ta s& khong gia nhap cudc choi véi
ching ta dau. Ong ta 1a ngudi méi, trung thue, va khong thich bat cit ai bé
cong ludt, dac biét la canh sat.” Anh vay tan thuéc xudng san, “Lé ra anh
dirng bao gio nén bé nganh, Hawksley a. To6i da canh bao anh roi. Thé gigi
bén ngoai c6 doc lam.”
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Hawksley xoa xoa gwong mat rau ria cia minh, “Tinh canh da khong té
dén thé nay néu cac dong nghiép cli khéng tiép tuc doi x¥ v6i téi nhu thé toi
pham.”

Wyatt nhin cham cham vao phan con lai cta dia bit tét Hawksley dang an
dd. Anh thdy bu6én nén, “Cha, néu da vay, 1é ra anh khéng nén t6 vé bat can
nhu thé.”

Hawksley kho chiu nheo mat lai, “Ro6i mot ngay kia cau sé wdc minh chwa
ting nai ra cau do.”

Wyatt nhin vai, di dé giay dui tat diéu thudc r6i ném vao bén riva. “Toi
khong nghi thé, anh ban a. T6i da phai an binh bat dong ké ttr khi ph6 chanh
thanh tra phat hién ra chuyén cta anh. Vu viéc khién t6i phat 6m, thuc sy la
thé day.” Anh day ghé ra sau va ding lén, “Chét tiét, tai sao anh phai di
dwong tat thay vi dwong duwong chinh chinh tuan theo diing luat nhw anh van
lam?”

Hawksley hat dau vé phia ctta, “Bién di, trdc khi t0i xé toac cai ban mat
gia tao cua caura.”

“Thé con thong tin anh mudn t6i kiém tra thi sao?”

Hawksley thoc tay vao tdi va 1dy ra mot mau giay, “DPay la tén va dia chi
cua co ta. Xem c0 gi khong.”

“Anh muon thong tin loai nao?”

Hawksley nhtin vai. “Bat ctt diéu gi gitp t6i danh gia dugc chinh xac. Tai
sao cO ta lai muén viét cuén sach d6 vao dung lic nay?” Anh chau may, “Va
toi khong tin day chi la trung hgp.”

MGt trong so it nhitng 1gi ich cia viéc s@ hitu mdt than hinh béo mam Ia rat
dé gidu moi tht trén ngwoi. Cho nay cho kia phinh ra ti chit ciing khong gay
chi y va phan 10m mém mai gitta hai bau nguwc da dé chita hau nhuw tat ca
moi thit. Nhat 13, Olive da s6m nhan ra cac can bo trai giam thuong khong
luc soat nguwoi c6 ta qua ki luwong triv treong hop dac biét. Lic dau, co ta
nghi c6 1é ho sg minh, nhung hda ra la than hinh nic nich khién ho thay
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khong thodi mai khi cham vao. Trong khuén kh6 nha tu nay da hinh thanh
mot luat bat thanh van, sau lung Olive, ho thodi mai néi vé co ta thé nao
cling dugc; nhung tredc mat, ho phai cha y tirng tir va déi xi vGi c6 ta nhuw
thé vO cung ton trong. Vay nén, ti¥ sau lan kham nguoi dau tién, khi co thé
b6 twgng gém ghiéc ctia Olive run 1én vi kho chiu, r6i vai giot nwéc mat dau
kho chdy dai trén doi ma phi non, cac giam thi déu cam thdy ngan ngai moi
lan phai cham vao c6 ta. Gio, ho chi ro tay lay 1€ doc theo hai bén than hinh
vi dai do.

Nhung Olive lai gdp mot tré ngai khac. Gia dinh twgng sap nho ma co ta
da ki cong sang tao dang dan mém ra vi tiép xtc qua lau véi lan da &m néng.
Mot bie twgng c6 guong mat twoi vui dén ngd ngan khi duge doi mé toc gia
bang bong tho tdim mau va quan quanh ngudi thit vai sam mo phong bo vest.
Vi si nhan nai vo tan, c6 ta nan chinh lai tdc pham cta minh bang nhitng
ngon tay chu6i man. Pau tién la g& bo nhitng cai ghim c6 dinh phan téc gia.
Co6 ta vu vo nghi khong biét bitc twgng nay co6 giong chong Roz & ngoai doi
chut nao khong.

“Noi nay that kinh khung.” Ttr ché ngoi trén chiéc ghé banh nhya déo, Iris
soi moéi lwét mat qua nhitng mat twong am dam trong can ho cua Roz. “Cau
chwa bao gio thdy can phdi trang hoang cho thém sinh khi hay sao?”

“Khong, minh sé chuyén di ma. Bay chi la mét phong cho thoi.”

“Cau ¢ day dugc ca nam roi. Minh khéng hiéu ndi vi sao cau khong dung
tién ly hon dé t mua mot ngoi nha.”

Roz ngé dau ra lung ghé.

“Minh rat thich cac phong cho. O d6 nguoi ta c6 thé biéng nhac bao 1au
tuy thich ma khong cam thay t6i 16i. Vi that ra chang con viéc gi khac dé
lam ngoai cho dogi.”

Iris tram tw ngdm diéu thuoc gitra doi mo6i dé goi cam, “Thé cau dang cho
dgi diéu gi?”

“Minh khéng biét nita.”
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Iris 1ay bat Itta chdm thuoc trong khi d6i mat khé chiu quan sat nhw muén
nhin thau Roz. “Con mot diéu luon khién minh ban khoan. Néu dé khong
phai 1a Rupert, tai sao anh ta lai mot lan nita giti cho minh mot 16i nhan
thong thiét trén may tra 10i ty dong rang anh ta da cuw xt cuc ki té hai?”

“Mot lan nita sao?” Roz nhin cham cham vao hai ban tay, “Nghia la anh ta
da tirng lam thé trudc day?”

“Thuwong xuyén la khac.”

“Cau chwa bao gio ké véi minh.”

“Vi cau chuwa bao gio hoi.”

Roz im lang mot Iic, c6 tiéu hoa chudi thong tin vira nghe dwgc va budng
tiéng thd dai, “Gan day minh méi nhan ra minh da tr& nén phu thudc vao
anh ta nhiéu dén mitc nao.” C6 cham tay lén ché moi swng, “Tat nhién sy
phu thudc ctda anh ta cting khéng hé thay doi. Van nhw trée gio, anh ta ludon
muon nghe nhitng diéu khién ban than thdy vitng tam, kiéu nhu ‘Ding lo,
Rupert’, ‘D6 khong phai 16i caua anh, Rupert’, “Tat ca moi viéc sé 6n thoi,
Rupert’.” Co ho hitng noi, “b6 la ly do vi sao anh ta thich phu ni* hon dan
ong. Phu ntt giau long thwong cam hon.”

“Cau phu thudc vao anh ta nhw thé nao méi dwgc chir?”

Roz khé cwoi, “Anh ta chwa bao gio dé minh dwgc yén da lau dé co6 thé
suy nghi sang su6t. Minh da gian dit suot hang thang trgi.” Co6 nhun vai,
“Viéc dé that khung khiép. Nguoi ta sé chang thé tap trung vao bat cit thit gi
vi con gian sé khong bao gid bién mat. Minh xé hét nhitng bitc thw anh ta
gti ma chang thém doc, b&i minh biét ching viét gi, va nhitng chit viét tay
cta anh ta khién minh kho6 chiu. Néu nhin thay hodc nghe thay anh ta, minh
sé bat dau run ray.” Co6 bat cudi, “Ngwoi ta ¢6 thé bi am anh bdi noi thu
ghét, minh nghi vay. Bung ra nén chuyén di tir 1du, nhuwng rét cuoc minh lai
¢ day cho Rupert lam cho minh néi dién. Bé la cach minh phu thudc vao
anh ta. Ciing la mot kiéu nha tu.”

Iris quét dau thudc vao cai ranh cta gat tan. Roz dang boc bach véi co tat
ca nhitng diéu c6 da hiéu ro tr 1au, nhung chwa bao gio néi ra, vi ly do don
gian la Roz khong dé co lam thé. Co6 ty hoéi diéu gi khién ban minh pha bé
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hang rao day thép gai nay. “Cau dinh thoat khéi nha ti bang cach nao? Cau
da quyét dinh chwa?”

“Van chua.”

“C0 I€ cau nen lam nhv Olive vira lam.” Iris nhe nhang noi.

“La gi?”

“Cho phép ai d6 budc vao thé gigi ctia cau.”

Olive dgi ¢ ctta buong giam hai tiéng dong ho. Mot trong cac giam thi to mo
dirng lai héi chuyén c6 ta, “Moi chuyén van 6n chit, Olive?”

Nguwoi phu nit béo map nhin lai, “H6m nay la thit may?”

“Thi Hai.”

“T6i cling nghi thé.” Gigng c6 ta cé vé gian di.

Giam thi chau may, “C6 chac 1a moi chuyén van 6n chit?”

“Um.”

“Co dang doi ai dén tham chang?”

“Khong. To6i dang doi. Bita nay an gi?”

“Pizza.” Khi x4ac nhan moi si van binh thwong, giam thi roi di. Ciing c6
ly. Chang thoi diém nao trong ngay Olive khong thay doi. Viéc de doa cat
khau phan an la cach duy nhat dé kiém ché co6 ta. Mot lan, giam thi y té da
co gang thuyét phuc Olive vé lgi ich ctia an kiéng. Nhung sau do, ong ta
phai run ray roi di va khong bao gio dam thtt lai lan nita. Olive khao khat
thitc an chang khac nao con nghién thém ma tuy.

Cudi cung, Iris ¢ lai mot tuan va lap day phong chg tam bg trong tron cia
Roz bang dong hanh 1y kénh cang ctia minh, khién cho héa don cwéc dién
thoai dai dang dac vi hang ta cudc goi cho khach hang ca trong va ngoai
nuwdc, phu day ban véi du loai tap chi, lam roi rét tan thuéc khap san, mang
vé nhitng b6 hoa 16n r6i vitt & bon rira vi khong tim thdy chiéc lo nao dé
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cam, va xép bat dia ban thanh chéng nghiéng nga trén mat bép. Khi khong
lam gi khdc, c0 lai thét dai Roz bang kho giai thoai twdng chirng nhw vo tan.

Roz tam biét Iris vao chiéu thit Nam, kha nhe nhom nhung lai day tiéc
nuoi. Chinh la béi Iris da cho ¢6 thay cudc song doc than lam con ngwoi ta
yéu dudi dan di, cad vé mat tinh cadm, ly tri va tinh than. R6i cu6i cung, khién
nguoi ta sup do vi nhitng noi dau da vugt qua ngudng chiu dung. Nhitng 4am
anh c¥ 16n dan khi ta khong c6 ngan chiing lai.

Vu viéc Olive pha budng giam tdi d6 da khién cad nha tu ngac nhién. Phai
muoi phit sau, giam thi triec ban méi duge bao dong va mat mudi phit nira
dé thi hanh bién phap do6i ph6. Tam quan gido méi gitt dugc Olive. Ho de c6
ta xuéng dat bang trong lwgng cta tdm ngwoi cong lai, nhung mot nguwdi sau
nay thuat lai rang viéc nay chang khac nao c6 ché ngy mot con voi durc.

Olive da pha hoai nghiém trong gan nhw tat cd moi thit. Ngay ca bé bon
cau ciling tan nat dwéi cu dap nhw troi giang tir cai ghé han bang kim loai.
Baén than cai ghé ciing bi bé cong, oan ca lai. Vai manh v& von la phan trang
tri ngan ti kéo nam rai rac trén san, va bat c thit gi co ta vé dwgc trong tam
tay cling bi ném vao tuwong trong con gian dit. Tam poster Madonna bj xé tan
nat, nhitng manh vun nam la liét dwdi san.

Du Olive da dugc dung thu6c an than va chuyén dén mot phong biét 1ap
khong c6 do dac, von dugc thiét ké riéng dé kiém ché sy gian dit cta cac
pham nhan bat tri, nhung con thinh n6 ctia ¢6 ta van tiép tuc dén tan dém
khuya.

“Co ta phat bénh gi khong biét?” Giam thi try'c ban thac mac.

“Chua mdi biét,” m6t quan gido van dang run ray. “T6i n6i mai roi, dang
ra phai chuyén c6 ta dén Broadmoor. T6i khong quan tdm bac si tam ly noéi
gi, r0 rang co ta bi dién. Ho that vo trach nhiém khi dé c6 ta & day va mong
doi chiung ta phai cham séc.”

Ho nghe thay nhitng tiéng chtti raa phat ra tir phia sau canh ctra dong kin.
“Ché ma! Chét tiét! Quy tha ma bat!”
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Quan giao chau may, “Co ta dang noéi t6i ai nhi?”

Vién giam thi kia co rum, “Mat trong s6 chung ta, toi nghi thé. T6i wdc gi
ho chuyén co6 ta di. C6 ta lam t6i sg chét khiép, that day.”

“Pén mai co ta sé 6n th6i.”

“DP6 chinh 1a ly do khién t6i sg. Anh sé chang bao gio biét tam trang c6 ta
bién chuyén thé nao.” Giam thi vudt lai mai toc, “Anh c6 dé y khong? Co ta
khong cho phép ai cham vao may bitc twong bang dat sét, trir nhitng birc da
tw’ tay bop nat.” A né nu cudi cay doc, “Va anh nhin thay bitc twong ba me
va dita tré co6 ta dang nan chi¥? Nguwdi me chi dang cd bop chét dita bé thoi,
vi Chua. That kinh tém. Cé thé cai do6 twgng trung cho Maria va Jesus.” Co
ta thd dai, “T6i phai néi gi véi Olive day? Néu khong binh tinh lai thi sé
khong c6 do an sang sao?”

“Trudc gio cau do van ludn hiéu qua. Hi vong lan nay ciing thé.”
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9

Budi sang hom sau, tré hon dy tinh mot tuan, Roz dwgc dién kién chanh van
phong Y t& va An ninh Xa hdi Dawlington. Ong ta chi thoang td mo trudc
doi moi suwng va cdp kinh den cua Roz, khién co yén tam la vé ngoai cta
minh khong c6 gi bat thuwong lam. Co6 tu gidi thiéu va ngbi xuong, “T6i da
goi dién dén hém qua.”

Ong ta gat dau, “Vai van dé cta sdu nam vé trude, cd da noi vay.” Ong ta
g0 ngon tro 1én ban, “To6i can nhdn manh rang cé 1€ ching t6i khong thé
gitp dugc gi. Giai quyét cac treong hop hién tai da qua da rac roi roi, néi gi
dén bGi méc dong ho so cii.”

“Nhung sau nam tredc 6ng van ¢ day ma.”

“Pén thang Sau nay la tron bay nam,” chanh van phong tho o dap. “Tham
nién cling vo ich. Téi khong nhé gi vé co cling nhuw tredng hop cua cb.”

“Khong can dau.” Roz mim cuwdi hoi 16i, “To6i khong dam noéi toan bo su
that qua dién thoai vi khong muon bi tir chdi thang thirng. That ra téi khong
phai khach hang. T6i 1a mot nha van. T6i dang viét mot cudn sach vé Olive
Martin. T6i can néi chuyén véi ai do biét rd vé con ngwdi nay khi co6 ta con
lam viéc ¢ day.”

Chéanh van phong diu nét mat, c6 1€ mirng tham vi khong phdi luc lai ho
sg. “Co gai béo u phai khong? Thinh thoang toi co gdp. Toi tham chi con
khong biét tén o ta cho tGi khi n6 tran lan trén mat bao. Néu khong lam thi
toi chwa tirng trao déi vdi cb ta qua vai cau. C6 1é co biét vé c6 ta con rd hon
t6i ay chit.” Ong ta khoanh tay lai, “Dting ra c¢6 nén néi thing muc dich caa
minh. Nhu vay da khong phai mat cong dén day.”

Roz lay cu6n so ghi chép, “Khong sao hét. T6i chi can nhitng céi tén.
Nhitng nguoi da tirng tro chuyén véi cd ta. O day con ai 1am viéc 1au nim
nhw 6ng khong?”

“Chi mot so thoi, nhung khong ai than thiét véi Olive ca. Ba c6 mot vai
phong vién t6i day hoi méi xdy ra vu giét ngudi, va tat ca déu tra 10i rang ho
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chang than quen gi vdi c6 ta, ma chi don gian la cung lam viéc trong mot toa
nha.”

Roz cam nhan dwgc si ngd vie cia nguwoi dan 6ng. “Sao cé thé trach ho
duwgc ch?” Co vui vé noi, “Co 1é dam nha bao chi muén dang bai giat tit,
‘T6i da bat tay mot con qudi vat’ hay thi gi do v6 vi twong tw. Chi nhitng
nguwoi cudng nodi tieng hodc mdy ké ngéc mdi bién minh thanh céng cu dé
bdao 14 cai 1gi dung nham tang nguon doanh thu ban thiu cia ho ma thoi.”

“Cu6n sach cta c6 thi khong thu 1gi nhuan chic?” Ong ta lanh lting néi.

Roz mim cwoi, “Chi 1a mot chit 1gi nhuan khiém ton so véi tiéu chuan
cta bao chi.” Co6 day cai kinh den 1én dinh dau, dé 16 d6i mat va ca quang
tham vang vot xung quanh, “To6i sé thanh that v&i ong vay. Mot ong chu cau
ban déi ban thao da day dé tai nay cho t6i. Thoat tién, t6i thay vu viéc that
kinh tdm, va dinh chi gap Olive mdt budi 1dy 1€ r6i bé cudc.” Mat van nhin
ong ta, cO quay quay chiéc but chi gitta nhitng dau ngén tay, “Roi t6i phat
hién Olive rat nhan tinh va dang mén, nén t6i da ti€p tuc. Hau nhw tat ca
nhitng ngwoi toi ting n6i chuyén déu trd 10i twong tw nhw 6ng. Ho khong
biét nhiéu veé co ta, cling chua tirng néi chuyén, va trong mat ho, Olive chi la
co gai béo 1 thinh thodng nhin thay. Gio téi hoan toan c6 thé viét quyén sach
ctia minh dva trén nhitng tw liéu ay, vdi noi dung la sy tdy chay cta xa héi
da day mot c6 gai c6 don, thiéu thon tinh yéu thwong dén bi kich trit con
cuobng no lén chinh gia dinh bat hoa cia minh nhw thé nao. Nhung t6i sé
khong lam thé bai toi khong nghi dé la sw that. T6i tin rang quan toa da
nham lan. T6i tin Olive vo0 t0i.”

Chanh van phong ngac nhién, va thwra nhan, “Chang toi cling vO cung
choang vang khi biét vé vu viéc.”

“Co phai bdi vi ong nghi né hoan toan khong giéng vdi tinh cach cua
Olive, dung thé ch&?”

“Hoan toan khong giong.” Ong ta hoi twéng, “Co ta 1a mot nhan vién
cham chi, sang da hon hau hét moi nguwoi ¢ day, va khong lam viéc theo kiéu
sang cap 6 di toi cap vé nhw mdt so ké khac. Pugc r6i, ding la ¢o ta chuwa
bao gio lam gi d6 thyc sy 16n lao to tat, nhung ludn to ra dang tin cay va
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nhiét tinh. Co ta cling chwa bao gio gay rac réi hay dinh liu vao nhitng vu
chia bé kéo canh ¢ co quan. Co ta da ¢ day khoang muoi tam thang, khong
két than vdi ai, nhung ciling chang c6 ké thu. C6 ta la kiéu ngwdi ma co chi
nghi dén khi cé viéc muon giao phé va c6 biét chac ho sé nhan 1oi. Co6 biét
kiéu nguoi do chi?”

Co gat dau, “Nham chan nhung dang tin cay.”

“N6i ngan gon thi ding la vay.”

“Co ta o ting ké gi vGi ong vé doi tw khong?”

Ong ta lai 14c dau, “Nhitng 15i t6i n6i ldc dau hoan toan 1a sy that. Ching
toi hiém khi gap mat, chi trao do6i khi c6 cong viéc lién quan, va moi lan nhw
thé cling gi¢i han trong dam ba cau thoi. Toi ma c6 biét thém diéu gi thi déu
la tong hop lai tir thong tin ctia mot so it nguwdi quen biét c6 ta.”

“Ong c6 thé cho tbi tén ctia ho dugc khong?”

“Tdi khong nghi minh nhé néi.” Ong ta ban khodn, “Hén Olive sé& biét o
vé ho hon t6i. Tai sao c6 khong héi co ta?”

Bdi o ta sé khong cho t6i biét, co ta sé chang noi gi véi t6i hét, Roz nghi,
nhung c6 chi dap, “Béi téi khong muén lam co6 ta tén thuwong.” Co nhan thay
vé boi roi ctia ngwoi dan 6ng. “Thir nghi ma xem, nhitng canh cita déng sam
lai treeéc mat t6i va t6i chi nhan dugce thai do lanh nhat tir may ké dugc coi la
ban ctia Olive. Han c0 ta sé héi t6i moi viéc tién trién dén dau r6i, lic ay, t6i
biét tra 10i ra sao day? ‘Xin 16i, Olive, tat ca nhitng gi ho quan tam la c6 da
chét va duwgc dem chon réi.” T6i khong thé lam thé dugce.”

Chanh van phong chap nhan cau trd 16i do, “Théi dwgc r6i, toi biét mot
nguwoi may ra sé gitp co ddy, nhung t6i khong thé noi khi chwa duwge phép.
Ba ay gia ro6i, da nghi hwu, va biét dau lai khéng muon dinh liu dén viéc nay.
Co0 cho t6i nam phuit, t0i sé goi dién hoi xem ba cé bang long néi chuyén vai
co khong.”

“Ba ay c6 thién cam véi Olive chit?”

“Cting nhv nhitng ngwoi khac thoi.”

“Vay lam on hay n6i véi ba rang t6i khong tin Olive da sat hai me va em
gai minh. Va dé chinh la ly do khién t6i viét cuén sach nay.” C6 dirng lén,

https://thuviensach.vn



“Xin hdy nhan manh rang viéc t6i c6 thé no6i chuyén véi ai dé biét Olive &
thoi diém dy la vo cung quan trong. Cho dén nay, t6i chi m@i lan ra dugc
mot ngwoi ban cl va giao vién cua co ta thoi trung hoc.” Co budc ra cwa,
“Toi sé dgi 6 ngoai.”

Piing nhu 15i néi, chanh vin phong mat nim phut dé goi dién. Ong ta ra
ngoai hanh lang va dwa cho c6 mau gidy ghi tén kém dia chi. “Tén ba dy la
Lily Gainsborough. H6i chwa c6 dich vu vé sinh tw nhan va may pha ca phé
tw dong, ba dy tirng lam lao cong kiém phuc vu tra nwéc ¢ day. Ba ay da
nghi hwu ba nam trwdc vao tubi 70, gio dang séng trong nha tinh thuwong &
phé Pryde.” Ong ta chi dwong cho cd, “Ba 4y dang mong c6 day.”

Roz cam on ong ta.

“Chuyén 10i hoi tham cta to6i dén Olive vao lan t6i co6 gap co ta nhé,”
chanh van phong néi va bat tay c6. “Sau nam trwdc, t6i con nhiéu toc hon va
co bap chwa chdy nhdo nhuw bay gio, chac mo ta thé ciing chang ich gi,
nhung c6 1€ c6 ta sé nhé tén t6i. Hau hét moi nguwdi déu nhé ma.”

Roz cuoi khuc khich. Tén ong ta la Michael Jackson.

“Téat nhién ta nh& Olive. Ta goi con bé 1a Banh bao, phéi khéng nhi, con con
bé goi ta 1a Hoa mau. Hiéu khong, c6 gai? Bai vi tén ta la Lily*. Chang c6 ti
cdc can doc ac nao trong tam hon con bé ca. Ta khong bao gio tin nhitng 10i
réu rao vé no. Khi biét noi ho giam con bé, ta da viét thw dén va no6i vdi nod
nhu thé. Con bé phiic dap rang ta da sai, rang n6 da pham t0i va dang phai
chiu phat.” B6i mat gia nua nhung 14p lanh cta ba 1do nhin cham cham vao
Roz & khoang cach rat gan, “Ta hiéu diéu con bé muon noéi, cho du chang ai
khac hiéu duge. Con bé khong phai ké sat nhan, nhung viéc kinh khung dé
sé khong bao gid xdy ra néu con bé khong lam nhitng diéu khong nén lam.
Thém tra nita khong, c6 gai?”

“Cam on ba,” Roz gio tach ctia minh ra va chod doi trong khi ba 1o lay
bay nang am tra 16n bang thép khong gi 1én. Phai chang do la mot ki vat con
sot lai tir cong viéc bén chiéc xe day maoi tra? Tra dac va dang ngat, Roz gan
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nhuw khong thé uéng néi. Co6 nhan thém mdt chiéc banh nwéng khoé nudt nira.
“Cu thé 1a viéc gi?”

“Lam me con bé buon, thé ddy. Qua lai v&i mét dita con trai nha O’Brien,
phai khong nhi?”

“Ai ca?”

“Ta cling khong chac lam, ta luon nghi doé la dia at, Gary. Ta chi méi thay
ching di cuing nhau mot lan, ma mdy thang O’Brien thi giong nhau nhw duc.
Co thé 1a bat ct dira nao trong nha dé.”

“Nha O’Brien c6 tdt ca bao nhiéu cau con trai?”

“Gi0 chau héi ta méi dé y.” Ba ldo mim miéng lai trong nhw mot nu hong
nhan nheo. “Pé la mot gia dinh dong con. Chang thé nao nhé hét. Ba me
phai c6 dén hon hai chuc dita chau trong khi con chwa dén 60. Li can b, c6
gai a. Rat mot dam hw héng ca. Vao tu ra toi lién mién dén noi nguwdi ta con
twong ching nhdp ho khau trong dy ludn chi. Me ching cling gép phan.
Day ching an cap tr khi con chap chitng. Tat nhién, 1 tré dwgc tach khéi ba
ta, nhung cling chang dugc bao 1au. Ching ludn tim dwong vé nha. Thang tut
Gary dugc gui toi truong giao dudng, nghe noi hoc cling kha.” Ba 1ao bop
vun mot chiéc banh nwéng trén dia ctia minh, “Cho dén khi vé nha, thé day.
Ba me lai bién thang con thanh mot tén trom gan nhw ngay lap tic.”

Roz ngam nghi mot lic, “Olive da néi véi ba rang co6 ta hen ho vdi mét
trong s6 mdy cau con trai nha hg sao?”

“Con bé khong néi thang ra.” Ba lao dap dap tay vao tran, “Suy luan mot
chit 1a da hiéu, khong phai thé sao? Con bé vui vé hon binh thuwdng, giam
vai can, mua vay ao dep & ctra hang thoi trang noi em gai lam viéc, thoa
thém chut phan hong 1én d6i ma. C6 lam cho minh dé thwong hon, phai
khong? At 1a c6 mdt cau trai nao d6. M6t 1an, ta d héi ciu ta 12 ai, nhung
con bé chi mim cwoi va noéi, ‘Cai miéng lam hai cai than, Hoa mau a. Me
chau ma biét la sé n6i con dién.” Va roi, hai hodc ba ngay sau do, ta tinh c@
gdp con bé di cing md6t thang nha O’Brien. vé mat con bé da ndi 1én tat ca,
rang r0 hon cd 4nh mat trdi. Han thang do la nguwdi ma Olive cam mén.
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Nhung Iic ta di ngang qua, n6 lién quay di nén ta khong bao gio biét chinh
xac la dira nao trong dam con trai nha ay.”

“Nhung tai sao ba biét chinh xac d6 1a mot O’Brien?”

“B0 dong phuc,” Lily néi, “Ching déu mac dong phuc.”

“Ho @ trong quan ngli sao?” Roz ngac nhién hoi.

“DP6 da, ching goi thé.”

“Q, chau hiéu roi. Y ba 1a ho dua xe mé t6 phai khong?”

“Pung roi, hoi Nhitng thién than dia nguc*gi do.”

Roz boi réi nhiu chat may. Co ting khang dinh chac nich v6i Hawksley
rang Olive khong phai tuyp ngudi néi loan. Nhung... Nhitng thién than dia
nguc sao? Vi Chaa! Mot co gai theo hoc trvong dong ciling chi n6i loan dén
thé la cung!

“Ba c6 chac khong, Lily?”

“A, c6 mot diéu chic chin 1a gid ta ching thé chic chin vé diéu gi nita.
C6 mot thoi gian, ta tin chac chinh pha biét cach van hanh nha nwéc nay t6t
hon minh. Nhung gio ta lai nghi khac. Tirng c6 lic, ta tin chac néu Chia &
trén thién dang thi moi chuyén trén thé gian nay sé 6n ca. Gio, ta cling
khong cho 1a vay. Néu Chuia & do, co gai a, han Ngai da mu loa va cam diéc
roi. Nhung ding day, ta tin Banh bao t6i nghiép cia ta da phai long mot
thang nhoc nha O’Brien. Chi can nhin con bé thoi la da biét tam hon né
dang treo nguwgc canh cdy vi thang nhdc.” Ba ldo mim chdt méi, “Chang
phai chuyén gi tot dep dau. Chang tot dep dau.”

Roz nhap mdt ngum tra dang ngat, “Va ba nghi chinh cau O’Brien da giét
me va em gai Olive?”

“R0 la thé roi, khong phai sao? Nhu ta da noéi, cd géi a, chiing la 1ii cadn
ba.”

“Ba da noi chuyeén nay vai canh sat chwa?” Roz to mo hoi.

“Gia st ho 6 héi, thi ta da n6i, nhung ta thdy khéng can thiét phai ty di
trinh bao. Néu Banh bao khong muon ching dinh liu dén vu nay thi do la
viéc riéng cua con bé. Va noi that nhé, ta khong mudn gay han v6i ching.
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Chuing kéo be két dang vGi nhau, va Frank nha ta da qua doi nhiéu thang
tredc do roi. Néu ching dén tim, lam sao ta chong tra dugc day?”

“Ho séng & dau?”

“Khu cuw x4 Barrow, phia sau Pai L§. Cong bang ma noéi, chinh quyén
thich cho chiing & cung nhau, dé dé kiém soat. Noi d6 that kinh khing.
Chang c6 mot gia dinh nao t té€ ca. Sao huyét cua ld trdm cuwép, chinh la thé
day.”

Roz vira ngam nghi vira hép thém mét ngum tra, “Ba c6 san long cho
phép chau st dung nhirng thong tin nay khong, thwa ba Lily? Ba biét ro rang
nhitng diéu vira ndi cé thé gitp ich dwgc cho Olive ding khong?”

“Tat nhién roi, co gai. Néu khong thi ta ké vdi chau lam gi?” “Canh sat
cling nhap cudc. Co thé ho sé mudn noéi chuyén véi ba.” “Ta biét.”

“Trong treong hop tén ba bi 10 ra, rat c6 thé nha O’Brien sé dén tim ba.”

Po6i mat gia nua cham cham nhin c6, “Theo nhu ta thay, chau ciing chi la
mot cd gai nhé bé manh khanh, nhung chau da song sét dugc qua mét tran
don. Vay ta ciing c6 thé.” Ba ldo ndi tiép, giong qua quyét, “Dau sao di nita,
ta da mat sdu nam dé an han vé viéc da khong lén tiéng, va ta rat mirng khi
anh Mick goi dién va ndi chau sé dén, ta gan nhu khong thé tin dugce. C&
tién 1én di, co gai, va dirng ban tam vé ba gia nay. Du gi ¢ day cling an toan
hon so véi ché & cii ctia ta. O do, chiing c6 thé dét rui moi thit va ta sé chét
tredc khi ai dé nghi dén chuyén goi ngudi ctru gitp.”

Néu Roz mong doi dugc nhin thdy vai thanh vién hoi Nhitng thién than dia
nguc dang phong xe may gam ru trong khu Barrow thi han c6 sé phai that
vong. Vao buodi trwa ctia ngay thit Sau, khu nay ciling chang cé gi khac biét
so v6i nhitng noi binh thwong. O day chi c6 tiéng ché sta vu vo, va vai phu
nit tré day em bé trong nhitng chiéc xe noi chat day hang héa vira mua sam
cho dip cudi tudn. Giong nhw cac cuw xa khac trong thanh pho, an tuwgng veé
noi nay la sy trong trai va tinh trang bi bo bé. Trén nhitng bitrc twong don
diéu gan nhu khong hé xuat hién bat cit ddu an ca nhan nao. Néu cd, han
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ching phai dugc thé hién & bén trong, khuat xa tam mat ctia nhitng nguoi
diéng bén ngoai quan sat. Nhung Roz ngo rang nhitng dau an ca nhan nhw
thé khong hé ton tai ¢ noi nay. Nhuw thé moi nguwdi ¢t mai chd dgi ai do
mang dén cho ho nhitng diéu t6t dep hon, chit chang chiu dong tay tw lam gi
ca. Cling giong nhu co. Ciing giong nhw can hé cta co.

Co lai xe qua mot treong hoc 16n, véi tam bién tén so sai ngay bén cong
vao. Trueong Trung hoc Parkway. Bon tré dang chay nhay trén duong trai
nhva, tiéng no6i cwdi lanh lanh trong khong khi &m 4p. Roz di cham lai dé
ngam nhin ching mot lic. Pam tré con van choi cung mot tro choi, du
ching hoc treong nao chang nita, nhung c6 cé thé hiéu tai sao Gwen lai
quay lwng lai v&i Parkway roi quyét dinh cho hai dita con theo hoc treong
dong: n6 ké ngay khu cw xa Barrow, ngay ca mét phu huynh dé tinh nhat
cling phai lo lang vé chuyén dé. Va r6 rang, Gwen khong phai nguoi dé tinh.
Nhung that mia mai, néu nhitng diéu ba Lily va 6ng Hayes noi la that, thi ca
hai dita con cta ba ta lai khong chiu n6i nhitng cam do dén tw thé gigi do.
Ho bat chap sy cdm doan cuia ba me hay la do cang bi cam lai cang ham?

Co ti nhi, minh can nhd mo6t canh sat hién lanh néi cho nghe sy that vé
nha O’Brien, va con dwong lai dan ¢6 dén nha hang Xoong Chan Tring.
Pang la gio an trva, cita nha hang khong dong, nhung nhitng ban an van
trong trdi nhw moi khi. C6 chon mot ban cach xa ctra s6 va ngbi xudng, cap
kinh mat van & nguyén vi tri.

“Co khong can deo kinh dau.” Giong twoi vui cia Hawksley vong ra tir
ctra bép, “T6i khong dinh bat den.”

Roz mim cwdi, nhwng van khong bé kinh ra, “T6i mu6n goi vai mén cho
bita truwa.”

“Pugc thoi.” Hawksley gilt canh ctira mé rong, “Vao bép nao. Trong nay
thodi mai hon day.”

“Khong. T6i sé dn & day.” Roz ding 1én, “O chiéc ban gan ctra s6. Toi
thich ctta m& va...” C6 dwa mat tim kiém dan loa, va cudi cung ciling thay
ching, “C6 thém nhac nita thi hay biét may, chon jazz di. Hay khudy dong
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noi nay lén mot chut. Vi Chida, chang ai muén an ¢ mot cho lanh tanh nhw
nha xac dau.” C6 ngbi xuoéng canh ctra so.

“Khong,” giong Hawksley nghe tinh cdm la lung. “Néu c6 muon an trua
thi vao day dung bita vdi toi. Con khong, mai di noi khac.”

Co tram ngam nhin anh, “Chang lién quan gi dén suy thoai kinh té, ding
khong?”

“Cai gi khong lién quan?”

“Sw vang khach.”

Hawksley ra hiéu vé phia can bép, “Gid c6 dinh di hay & nao?”

“0,” Roz ditng lén, ty héi chuyén nay rét cudc 1a thé nao.

“Khong lién quan dén co, c6 Leigh a,” anh 1am bam, nhu thé doc dugc
suy nghi ctia c6. “T6i khuyén c6 nén tap trung vao nhitng diéu minh biét va
dé mac t6i ty gidi quyét van dé cia minh.” Wyatt da goi va thong bao két
qua diéu tra hom thi Hai vira r6i: Co ta la ngwoi dang hoang. Mgt nha van
song & London. Pa ly hon. C6 mot ¢o6 con gai mat trong vu tai nan xe hoi.
Khong c6 lién hé vdi bat ¢t ai trong ving nay. Xin 10i, Hawksley.

“Puoc thoi,” Roz khé néi. “Nhuwng anh phai thira nhan rang, viéc nay rat
ki la. Khi t6i don tim hiéu noi anh &, t6i da dwgc mot canh sat canh bdo nén
tranh xa cho nay. T6i van luon thac mac 1y do tai sao. Vi kiéu ban bé nhw
thé thi anh ciing chang can ké thu lam gi nita nhi?”

Hawksley cwdi nhat, van giit ctta mé@, “Vay c6 kha diing cam khi chap
nhan long hiéu khéach cua t6i hai lan lién day.”

Roz di qua anh dé budc vao bép, “Chi la tham an th6i. Anh ndu nuwéng
gidi hon t6i. Va du gi, toi cling dinh trd tién do an. Tat nhién, trtv phi day
chang phai nha hang gi sat, ma la mot sao huyét tra hinh nao dé.”

“Co twdng tuwgng hoi qua roi day,” Hawksley kéo ghé ra cho co.

“Co 1€ vay,” Roz ngb6i xudéng. “Nhung tdi chwra tirng gap chi nha hang nao
lai an ndp sau quay bar, trong coi nhitng chiéc ban khong c6 1dy m6t mong
khach, cling khong thué nguwdi lam, va toi td ding trong bong t6i nhu thé
vira bi nhét qua may nghién thit.” C6 nhwéng may, “Néu anh khong nau an
ngon nhu vay, chac t6i da khang dinh noi nay chang phai mot nha hang.”
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Hawksley d6t nhién nhoai ngwoi tdi, thao cap kinh ram ctia co ra, gap gon
va dat 1én ban. Anh bong sitng lai khi nhin thdy nhitng vét thwong trén doi
mat xinh dep dy. “Vay toi c6 thé suy luan gi tt viéc nay day? Rang co6 khong
phai la mot nha van vi ké nao d6 da thwgng cang chan ha cang tay véi c6
sao?” Anh bong chau may, “Khong phai do Olive ddy chit?”

Co0 ngac nhién ra mat, “T4t nhién khéng phai.”

“Vay thi la ai?”

CO cup mat xubng, “Chang ai ca. Biéu dé khong quan trong.”

Anh ngung mot chut, “D6 la mot ngwdi ma c6 quan tam chang?”

“Khong,” co dan ho hai tay vao nhau trén madt ban. “Nguoc lai thi dung
hon. Do la nguwoi toi khong quan tam.” Co6 nhin 1én v&i diéu cuoi niva miéng,
“Ai danh anh vay, trung si? D6 la nguwdi ma anh quan tam a?”

Anh m¢ ta lanh va xem xét bén trong, “Mot ngay nao do, thoi quen chod
mi vao chuyén ngudi khac cia c6 sé khién c6 gap rac réi day. Co thich an
gl nao? Pui ctru nhé?”

“That ra toi dén gap anh la dé hoi vai chuyén,” c6 néi vdi anh trong lic uéng
ca phe.

Anh nheo mat, “Ndi tiép di.”

Roz nghi tham, Hawksley qua that la mét ga dan 6ng hap dan nhung tiéc
thay, cling chi dén vay ma thoi. Bita trwa vira than thiét lai viva xa cach, nhw
mot dau hiéu rd rang cho thay ho khong thé tién xa hon.

“Anh c6 biét gia dinh O’Brien khong? Ho séng & cw xa Barrow.”

“Ai cling biét nha d6.” Anh chau may nhin c6, “Nhuwng néu Olive dinh
dang téi ho, t6i sé di dau xudng dat.”

“Vay thi anh chuan bi gia c6 lai dau minh di,” c6 cham choc. “T6i nghe
ké c6 ta dang qua lai v&i mot trong nhitng cau con trai nha O’Brien trong
khoang thoi gian xdy ra an mang. Hinh nhuw la cau con ut, tén Gary. Cau ta la
ngwoi nhw thé nao? Anh da tirng gap chwa?”
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Hawksley dan tay sau gay, “Chac la ngudi ta tréu c6 roi. Gary la diva sang
da nhét trong cac anh chi em, nhung cting da bo hoc tit nam 14 tu6i. Nha dé
toan nhitng thang hw hong v6 dung nhat ma toi tirtng gap. Ching chang biét
lam gi khac ngoai an cap vat, nhung an cap cling chang nén than. Ba me va
chin dita con, hau hét 1a con trai, gio déu da trwdng thanh, néu khong di tu
thi cling chui ric trong ngoi nha ba phong ngu ¢ khu cv xa do.”

“Co ai trong so6 ho két hon chwa?”

“Chang dwogc lau. B6i véi nha ay, ly di dwogc wa chuéng hon két hon.
Nhitng ngwoi vo thuong dan diu bén ngoai khi chong ho phéi & tu. Mac du
vay, ho dé rat nhiéu con, va néu 10i don la dung thi cé vé rat nhiéu dita thudc
thé hé thi ba ciia nha dé da bat dau thuwong xuyén gép mat tai cac phién toa
xét Xt tré vi thanh nién.” Anh lac dau, nhac lai, “Chac ngudi ta tréu c6 roi.
bau 6c phéi truc trac 1am mdi giao du véi mot thang vo dung nhuv Gary
O’Brien, ma xét trén cach thitc pham toi, Olive lai khong ngoc nghéch chut
nao.”

“Ho té dén vay sao?” Roz t0 mo hoi, “Hay do6 chi la dinh kién cia canh
sat?”

Hawksley mim cudi, “Toi khong phai canh sat, nhé cht? Nhung ching té
thé day,” anh khing dinh. “O dau ciing c6 mot gia dinh nhw nha O’Brien.
Doi khi, néu den dui, co sé phai song chung cw x4 véi ca ta nguwdi nhu thé,
giong nhw cu x4 Barrow chang han, vi chinh quyén quyét dinh lua hét tat ca
nhitng thanh phan cham tién trong xa hoi lai m6t cho va hi vong may vién
canh sat khon kho sé kiém soat chat ché bon chiing.” Anh ta cudi gan, “Dé
la mét trong nhitng 1y do khién t6i rdi khoi nganh. T6i phat 6m vi bi diéu di
don dep dong rac xa hoi thai ra. Canh sat khong tao ra dam phé pham ay, ma
la chinh quyeén cac cap, va la ca xa hoi nay.”

“Nghe c6 vé hgp ly. Thé thi, tai sao anh lai khinh miét nha O’Brien? Ho
can trg giip va nang do hon la bi két an chit?”

Hawksley nhtin vai, “T6i cho rang d6 la vi bon ching da nhan dwgc nhiéu
sy trg giup va nang dd hon so v&i mic ma nhitng nguoi nhu toi, hay co co
thé yéu cau. Chung 14y tit ca nhitng gi xa hoi cung cap va con doi héi nhiéu
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hon nita. Khéng cé chuyén dugc voi doi tién véi nhitng ké nhu thé. Ching
chang tao ra cai gi dé bu vao nhitng thit chiing da lay di. Xa hoi ng ching
mot cudc song, va vi Chua, chiing nghi xa hoi phai tra gia, thwong la bang
tat ca so tién danh dum ching da danh cap tr nhitng phu ni* nghéo.” Anh
bam moi, “Néu co di bat bé nhitng ké nay nhiéu lan nhuw toi tirng lam, han co
cling sé khinh miét chung thoi. Toi khong phu nhan viéc chung dai dién cho
tang 16p cung dinh ma xa hoi da tao ra, nhung t6i 1én an sy buéng bé va tr
choi c6 gang vwon 1én cua ching.” Anh thay c6 chau may, “Co cé vé bat
man. Liéu t6i c6 xtic pham dén cdm xuc ca nhan cta co6 khong?”

“Khong,” doi mat co sang lap lanh. “T6i chi dang nghi anh n6i y nhw 6ng
Hayes. Con nhé ong ta ch? N6i sao nhi?” Co6 bat chwéc giong tram khan
ctia ong gia, “Chung dang bi treo 1én c6t den gan nhat va xt ban.” C6 mim
cuwoi khi thay anh bat cuoi.

“Sy dong cam cua t6i v6i bon téi pham gio da nhw mot giot nwdc boc hoi
gan hét.” Ngung mot lat, anh ndi ti€p, “Néi diung hon, sy dong cam néi
chung ctia t6i ¢ bi twéc méng dan.”

“Triéu chitng dién hinh cta cang thang day ma,” c6 khé noi va quan sat
anh. “Khi phdi chiu ap lyc, ching ta thwong gitt lai sy thwong cam cho chinh
minh.”

Anh khong tra 10i.

“Anh cho rang nhitng ngudi nha O’Brien khong xittng dang,” Roz nhac
lai. “Nhung c6 18, bai ho khong thé thoat khoi hoan canh caa minh.”

“T6i da ting tin nhw thé.” Hawksley thira nhan, man mé chiéc ly rong
trong tay, “Hoi md&i gia nhap lyc lvong dy. Nhung chi ké nao qua ngdy tho
méi tiép tuc tin diéu d6. Ching la may tén trdm cwdp chuyén nghiép, va chi
don gian la khéng chiu tuan theo cac chuan muc dao dirc ma nhitng nguwoi
nhw ching ta dé cao. Khong phai la khong thé, ma la khong muon. Khac biét
hoan toan.” Anh mim cuwdi vGi co, “Va néu c6 la canh sat, c6 sé mudn gitt
vai giot long tot cudi cung cho riéng minh, vi né sé boc hoi nhanh hon c6
twong day. Hodc khong, co sé trd nén vo si nhw nhitng ké ma co bat giit.”
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Cang luc cang ki la, Roz nghi tham. Vay ra, Hawksley cling chang con
mdy s cdm thong danh cho canh sat. Anh gay an twgng minh 1a mot ngudi
dan 6ng dang bi vay ham, c6 doc va cau gian trong chinh thanh tri ty tao.
Nhung tai sao ban bé trong nganh canh sat lai bé roi anh? Chac han anh
cling tirng c6 ban chi? “May ngudi nha O’Brien c6 tién an giét ngwoi hay
hanh hung khong?”

“Chuwra, nhuw t6i néi day, ching chi trom cap thoi. Trom ctra hang, moc tui,
bé khéa nha, an cap xe, kiéu kiéu nhw thé. Ba me luén ding ra lam 14 chan
moi lan xo mui dwgc chit ctia na an cap, nhwng ching chwra bao gio gay bao
lwe.”

“T6i nghe ké rang ho thudc hoi Nhitng thién than dia nguc.”

Anh nhin c6, “Co nap nhiéu thong tin vé van qua. Cé phai c6 dang nghi
rang Gary chinh la hung tha va Olive da qua si mé thang nhéc nén ditng ra
nhan t6i thay?”

“Gia thuyét do khong thuc té hay sao?”

“Thyc té€ nhw thé c6 ngwoi ti hon xanh séng trén Sao Hoa vay. Gary la
mot ké nhat cdy. Trong mot lan dot nhap an trom, thang nhoc khéng ngo
dwgc rang gia cha déu ¢ nha, va thé 1a né 6a khoc. Giong nhu tdi va c6 thoi,
né sé chang thé cat c6 Gwen khi ba ta dang chéng tra kich liét dau. May
thang anh ciing vay. Bon ching la nhitng con cdo com coi, chit khong phai
dan séi hung bao. C6 da néi chuyén véi ai thé khong biét? Han nguwoi dé
phai c6 6c hai hwdc lam.”

Roz nhin vai, dot nhién cdu ban, “Khéng quan trong. N6i xem, anh cé
biét dia chi nha O’Brien khéng? D& mat cong toi di tra cttu danh ba.”

Hawksley cuwdi nhan nhé, “Co sé khong dinh dén tan noi day chi?”

“Tat nhién la c6,” c6 dam buc trwdc vé vui thu caa anh. “D6 1a manh moi
hita hen nhat ma t6i cé lic nay. Va nhat la gio t6i da biét ho khong phai loai
san sang ra tay tan doc, t6i khong lo nita. Nao, dia chi nha ho & dau?”

“Toi sé di cung c6.”

“Nghi lai di anh ban. T6i khéng mu6n anh pha héng ké hoach cua t6i dau.
Gio anh sé cho t6i dia chi hay toi phai ty di tim nao?”
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“Nha s6 7, dai 16 Baytree. Dé tim lam, day la ng6i nha duy nhat lap chéo
vé tinh ¢ dwong d6. Chinh xac day.”

“Cam on anh.” Roz vdi tay lay tui xach, “Gio tinh héa don cho t6i di, roi
toi sé dé anh dwoc yén.”

Anh nhac minh khoi chiéc ghé tia va di vong ra sau dé kéo ghé cho c6,
“T6i moi ma.”

CoO ding lén va nghiém nghi nhin anh, “Nhung t6i muon dugc tra. Toi
khong dén day vao gid an trwa dé xin xo6 anh. Du gi di nita, con cach nao
khac dé bay t6 sy cdm kich trudce tai nghé ndu nwéng cia anh dau co chi?
Tién thuwong cé gia tri hon 16i n6i suébng ma. To6i c6 thé khen do an tuyét
ngon, giéng nhw lan trwdc, nhung t6i muodn tra tién, chi dé thé hién sw lich
thiép toi thiéu thoi ma.”

Anh dua tay 1én nhw dinh cham vao c6, nhung roi bat than budng thong,
“TOi sé tién ¢0.”

https://thuviensach.vn



10

Roz vong qua vong lai treéc ngbi nha dé ba lan mdéi da diing khi dé ra khéi
xe va budc vé phia ctta. Cu6i cung, niém kiéu hanh da thoi thic co tién lén.
Su vui thich cia Hawksley thach thitc ¢6. Mot chiéc mo t6 phu bat do gon
gang trén trang c6 canh hang rao.

Mot phu nit nhé thé véi gwong mat ran danh, cau c6 budc ra mé cira. Doi
moi méng quet cta ba ta kéo xuéng thanh mot cai biu moi bat man thuwong
triee trén mat. “Gi thé?” Ba ta cau kinh hoéi.

“Ba O’Brien phai khong a?

“Co na ai?”

Roz dwa ra mot tam thiép, “Tén toi la Rosalind Leigh.”

Tiéng ti vi oang oang trong nha vong ra.

Ngudi phu nit li€c nhin tdm danh thié€p nhwng khéng cam lay, “Thé gio c6
muon gi? Néu dinh doi tién thué nha thi hdm qua t6i da ra buu dién chuyén
r6i.” Ba ta khoanh hai tay lai trudc bd nguc gay dét nhw muon thach thic
Roz dam tranh cai vé thong tin ay.

“To6i khong phai ngwdi caa ty ban, ba O’Brien a.” Bong nhién ¢6 c6 cam
giac nguwoi phu nit nay khong biét doc. Trir s6 dién thoai va dia chi ra, danh
thiép ctia Roz chi dé tén va nghé nghiép. Nha van, trén d6 da ghi rat r6. Co
bén 1ay ra mot t& buwém, “To6i lam cho mot cong ty truyén hinh tw nhan quy
mo nho,” cb vui vé noéi, dau 6c chay dua véi thoi gian dé nan ra mét cai c@
hop ly nhung van da hap dan, “T6i dang tim kiém nhitng hoan canh kho
khan, tiéu biéu la nhitng 6ng bé ba me don than phéi cang dang ca gia dinh
dong nguoi. Ching toi dac biét quan tam t6i nhitng ba me gap kho khan
trong viéc kim gilt cac cau con trai khéi gay ra rac r6i. Xa hoi san sang chi
trich, két t6i ho, nhung ching t6i cdm thdy da dén luc phai lay lai cong bang
cho ho.” Nhan thay ngwoi dan ba van do mat ra, co giai thich, “Ching toi
muon trao cho nhitng ba me nhw thé mot co hoi dé trai long minh. Co6 vé
cudc song caa ho lién tuc bi sadch nhiéu va can thiép bdi nhitng ngudi cé
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thdm quyén nhv uy ban Céng tdc Xa hdi, canh sat... Hau hét cadc ba me
ching toi tirng trao doi déu cam thay néu minh dwgc yén than thi sé chang
c6 rac roi nao xdy ra ca.”

Mot tia thoang l6e 1én trong mat ba ta, “Dung day.”

“Ba c6 san sang tham gia v&i chiing t6i khong?”

“Pé xem da. Ai ¢t cd dén day vay?”

“Chung t06i cling dang thuc hién mot s6 nghién cttu & toa an dia phwong,”
o lién thodng. “Cai tén O’Brien xuat hién kha thwong xuyén.”

“Ciing chang c6 gi dang sing sot. Toi c6 dugc tra cong khong?”

“Tat nhién roi. T6i can n6i chuyén vdi ba trong khodng mot gio' dé hiéu ro
quan diém cda ba. Va ba sé nhan ngay khoan tién mat la 50 bang.” Ba me
nay sé chang doi nao chiu dong y v6i mitc gia thap hon, co6 tham nghi, “Va
néu ching t6i thay dong gép cta ba xitng dang va ba dong y 1én hinh, ching
toi sé trd mitc gia theo gio twong duwong khi quay phim dén.”

Ba ta mim doi moi mong dinh, “Ping mot tram na téi dong y nién”.

Roz lac dau. 50 bang da lam 6 rong tdi réi, “Xin 16i, d6 1a mitc quy dinh.
Toi khong dugc phép tra thém.” Co nhun vai, “Thoi xin phép vi da lam
phién ba. Cam on ba, thwa ba O’Brien. T6i van con ba gia dinh nita trong
danh sach. T6i tin chac mot trong s6 ho sé nam 14y co hoi ditng 1én doi lai
cong bang va nhan dwgc mot s6 tién xitng dang v6i cong sitc bo ra.” Co
quay di, “Hay nhé dén xem chuwong trinh nhé,” ¢6 goi véi qua vai, “Chac ba
sé thay vai ngwoi hang x6m ctia minh trén do day.”

“Pirng voi thé chi, téi da noi khong dau? Nhung hoa na thang ngu méi
khong thtt mac ca thém. Vao di. Ma c6 vira bao tén minh na gi dy nhi?”

“Rosalind Leigh”. Co theo ba ta vao phong khach va ngoi xuong ghé
trong lic ngwoi dan ba nho tho tat ti vi va bang quo phui dam bui khong hé
ton tai & d6. “Can phong dep qua,” Roz can than tranh 16 ra vé ngac nhién
trong giong néi. BO ba chiéc ghé banh bang da min mau dé vang quay xung
quanh tdm tham Trung Hoa mau héng va xam nhat.

“Péu na do mua vé ca day,” ba me v0i ndi.
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Trong khoanh khac, c6 hoan toan khong nghi ngo gi. Néu canh sat danh
kha nhiéu thoi gian ¢ nha ba ta nhw Hawksley da am chi, han ba ta sé khong
doi nao dam trung ra nhitng mén do trdm cwdp. Co lay may ghi am, “Ba
khong phién néu t6i ghi am lai cudc trao doi nay chit? N6 sé rat hitu ich cho
nhan vién phu trach am thanh cta chiing t6i khi can chinh lai dé dwng phim,
nhung néu viéc stt dung micro khién ba khong thodi mai thi t6i san long ghi
chép bang tay.”

“Cu theo y co di,” ba ta ng6i xuéng sofa. “T6i khong sg micro. Chung toi
thuong hat karaoke & nha hang xém . Co sé dwa ra cau hoéi hay thé nao?”

“Co vé lam vay sé thuan tién cho ca hai day nhi? Trudc hét, t6i mudn hoi
ba chuyén dén ngdi nha nay ti khi nao?”

“A, diy nha nay da duoc xay dung tir cich ddy hai muoi ndm roi, khoang
do, va ching t6i na gia dinh dau tién chuyén dén. Nha t6i cé sau nguwoi, tinh
ca chong t6i, nhirng mot thoi gian ngan sau thi ndo bi tém va dén nay van
bat vé am tin. Ndo khon dé da bo di khi dugc tha.”

“Vay la ba c6 bon nguwdi con?”

“Bon dita & nha, nam dita dem cho nam con nudi. Chinh quyén ct thich
can du vao chuyén cua ngwoi khac, nhw ¢o6 da noéi day. Ho tach nhitng dira
nho t6i nghiép khéi me ching na t6i day. That khién nguwdoi ta phat om.
Chiing can me dé, chit dau c6 phai may ba me nu6i chi nhan ching vi tién.”
Ba ta vong tay om lay minh, “Nhung t6i nuén don ching tré vé. Ching
nuén xuat hién tredc cira nha, déu nhw vat chanh, du c6 bi dua di bao nhiéu
nan chang nita. Chinh quyén tim di moi cach dé chia ré me con chiing t6i,
tham chi con doa dam rang sé chi cho t6i & can ho mot phong nga.” Ba ta
khit miii, “Quay roi, nhw c6 néi day. T6i nhé mot nan...”

Chang can ai thic giuc, ba ta van lan man ké cau chuyén doi minh véi sy
troi chdy dang ngac nhién trong gan bon mwoi lam phit dong hé. Roz hoan
toan bi cuon hut. C6 1é c6 phéi lwge bé it nhat 50% nhitng gi minh duwgc
nghe, co ban la vi ba me ct vo thitc nhac di nhac lai rang 1 con trai ba ta da
titng va ludn luon la nan nhan vo t0i trong tay canh sat. Ngay ca nhitng
nguwoi kho dai ca tin nhat cling khé 1ong tieu héa duwgc thong tin ay. Tuy thé,
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giong diéu kién cwong mai lan nhac dén gia dinh minh cda ba ta khién Roz
hoai nghi liéu ba ta c6 thic sy nhan tdm nhw Lily két t6i. Chac chan ba ta tw
khac hoa minh la m6t nan nhan khén kho bi hoan canh x6 day, mac du Roz
khong thé biét chinh xac ba ta thuc s tin nhw thé hay chi dang néi nhitng
diéu Roz muon nghe. C6 két luan, ba me nay théng minh hon rat nhiéu so
vOi twong twong cua co.

Cudi cung, c6 danh cat ngang, “Pugc r6i, ba O’Brien, dé xem t6i hiéu
dung y ba khong nhé. Ba c6 hai ngudi con géi, ca hai déu dang lam me don
than giong nhw ba, va déu duwgc chinh quyén cap nha. Ba cé bay ngudi con
trai. Ba ngwoi hién tai dang & ti, mot nguwoi dang song cung ban gai, va ba
ngwoi con lai dang séng ¢ day. Con trai ca la Peter, 36 tudi, va con it la
Gary, 25.” Co6 huyt sao, “Cé gi dé khong dung. Chin dira con trong vong
muoi mot nam.”

“Hai ndn sinh d6i & gitta. M6i ndan déu mot trai mét gai. Chang dé dang
gi.”

Qua cuc nhoc la dang khac, Roz nghi tham. “Ba c6 muon c6 nhiéu con
nhw vay khéng?” C6 to mo héi, “T6i chang thé nao nghi ra diéu gi toi té hon
viéc sinh t6i chin dira con.”

“Cling chang nam khac dwgc, c6 géi a. Thoi do chwa c6 nao pha thai.”

“Sao ba khong str dung bién phap tranh thai?”

Trudc anh mat ngac nhién cua co, ba ta do mat. “Chang thé st dung noi
ay chit,” ba ta vdi noi. “Ndo gia da c6 dung cai cao su mot ndn nhung khong
thich va tir d6 chang bao gio dung nita. Ndo gia chét tiét. Ndo chang quan
tam t6i c6 dinh bau hay khong.”

Roz dinh hoi tai sao ba ta khong dung cac bién phap khéac thi chgt hiéu ra
nguyén nhan. Néu ba ta khong biét doc, va lai qua xau ho khong dam hoi ai
vé cach st dung, thi nhitng bién phap dy ciing thanh v6 dung. Lay Chda long
lanh, c6 nghi tham, chi mot chit gido duc thoi cling da gitp van ménh cia
dat nwdc nay di 1én nhg citu roi duge mot gia dinh. “Pan 6ng la thé ma,” c6
khé néi, “To6i thady mot chiéc mo6 t6 bén ngoai. C6 phéi xe cta con trai ba
khong?”
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“Xe mua day,” nguoi dan ba c6 kiém ché nhung van t6 r6 su byc boi. “Xe
cta Gary. Cai xe dién 1o, ca n6 ciling thé. Hoi trwdc ca ba thang déu c6 may
cai xe nhu thé, gio chi con minh Gary. May dita dang nam cho mét cong ty
van chuyén thi nii c6m khon nan bong nhiing tay vao va chiing bi thoi viéc.
That bat cong, don gian vay thoi. Nam sao nguwoi ta c6 thé yén 6n nam viéc
duwgc néu canh sat cit vay vay ho so tién an tredc mat 6ng cha cta ching
chit? Tat nhién, ching cling mat nuén may chiéc xe. Chiing mua tra gop va
chang thé nao tiép tuc cang dang duwgc niva.”

Roz thong cam hoi han, “Lic dé6 1a khi nao? Gan day a?”

“Nam c6 bao to. Toéi nhé niic d6 dang mat dién thi mdy thang bé vé nha
va néi ching da bi sa thai. Va ching t6i con duy nhat mot cady nén.” Ba ta
mim chat m6i, “Mot budi t6i té hai khung khiép, thé day. Tuyét vong.”

Roz gitt biéu cdm trung 1ap nhat c6 thé. R6t cudc, Lily da ding, va
Hawksley da sai sao?

“Bdo nam 1987,” c6 ndi. “Nhitng tran dau tién.”

“Pung na nhw thé. Va hai nam sau ngi cé bao. Nan thit hai mat dién ca
tuan troi, va ching téi chang duge dén bu gi du phdi chiu canh khé s@. Toi
da c6 doi, nhuwng nii khon dy bao néu t6i khong tra so tién con ng thi ho sé
cat nuén cac khoan vién trg, thitc an va moi thit.”

“Phia canh sat c6 dwa ra ly do khi cac con trai ba bi dudi viéc khong?”
Roz hoi.

“Ha!” Ba me khit miii, “Ho chang bao gio dwa ra ni do cho bat cit diéu gi
hét. Chi na doi xtr tan nhan, bat cong, thé thoi.”

“Ho lam viéc cho cong ty van chuyén c6 lau khong?”

Do6i mat gia nua cua ba me nhin c6 day nghi ngo, “Cé c6 vé quan tam dén
chung qua nhi.”

Roz mim cudi ngay tho, “Chi don gian bdi viéc dé chirng to ba ngudi con
cia ba da c6 gang lam lai cudc doi va gdy dung sw nghiép cho minh.
Chuwong trinh sé rat thd vi néu ching toi c6 thé cho khan gia thay ho khong
thé nam 1ay co hdi vi su quay r6i cua canh sat. Ho lam cho mdét cong ty dia
phuong a?”
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“O Southampton,” khée miéng ba ta tré xudng thanh hinh méng ngya.
“Cai tén nghe that ngd ngan. Wens-Fargo* gi d6. Nhung ndo chi na mot tén
cao boi tém nom nén cé né cai tén ay cling chang ngé ngan nam.”

Roz c0 nén cudi, “Cong ty dy van dang hoat dong chit?”

“Nan cubi cung t6i nghe nhac dén thi van hoat dong. Thé day, da hét mat
gio r6i.”

“Cam on, ba O’Brien.” Roz v6 nhe vao may ghi am, “Néu nha san xudt
thich cau chuyén ctia ba thi c6 thé t6i sé quay lai va héi thém cac cau con
trai. Nhu vay co dugc khong?”

“T6i chang thay c6 gi khong duwogc ca. Boi nao chiing tir chéi 50 bang co
chir.” Ba me gio tay.

Lam ra vé nghiém tic, Roz moc vi 1ay hai to 20 bang va mét t& 10 béng,
dat vao long ban tay nhan nheo dang chia ra tr6c mat. Roi c6 bat dau thu
don do6 dac cda minh.

“T6i nghe néi khu Dawlington kha néi tiéng.” C6 ggi chuyén.

“Thé sao?”

“T6i nghe ké Olive Martin da giét me va em gai minh chi cach day ntta
ddm xudi theo duong nay.”

“A, 0,” ba me néi cut lan 16i ditng 1én. “Mot con bé ng nung. Toi tirng
biét con bé dé kha rd. T6i chuyén don dep cho gia dinh Martin khi n6 va em
gai con bé. N6 chét mé chét mét Gary nha nay. Ci¥ coi thang bé nhu buip bé
ctia n6 moi nan t6i dan thang bé di cung. Ching né chi cach nhau ba tudi
nhung trong con bé nén gip doi thang con trai bé bong gay com cua toi vay.
Mot con bé na nung.”

Roz vO nhw ban ron sap xép do dac vao cap tap, “Lic nghe tin vé vu an
mang han ba da choang vang lam. Néu ba biét rd vé gia dinh dé nhw vay.”

“T6i cling chang suy nghi gi may. Toi chi & do sau thang. Chwa bao gio
wa ba me. Ba ta chi nhan t6i vao dé lam bo lam tich thoi, sau do lai dudi to6i
ngay khi phat hién ra chéng toi di tu.”

“Con Olive thi thé nao? Cé gay sy va danh Gary khong?”
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Ba me cuwoi khung khuc, “Hay cho thang bé mac vay yém cta em gai no.
Chua oi, trong thang bé nitic do6 that kinh khing. Nhw t6i néi r6i ddy, né nang
niu thang bé hét nhw maét con buip bé.”

Roz déng khéa trén cap tap roi ditng day, “Ba cé ngac nhién khong khi c6
ta trd thanh mot ké sat nhan?”

“Cling chang ngac nhién nadm. Nguoi ta van thwong hanh x@ ng nung
ma.” Ba ta tién Roz ra ctra trudc va chong nanh ditng dé6 doi co roi di.

“P6 sé la phan md dau an twgng cho chwong trinh nay,” Roz lo dang néi.
“Nhw vay Gary da titng dwgc coi la bip bé ctia mot nit sat nhan ndi tiéng.
Cau ay c6 nhé co ta khong?”

Nguoi dan ba lai cwdi khung khuc, “Tat nhién na nhé. Thang bé titng nam
b6 cau dwa thw cho con bé d6 va nguwdi tinh trong méng cta no, phai khong
nhi? Khi c6 ta con nam viéc cho Phong Y té va An ninh Xa hoi.”

Roz lai thang dén tram dién thoai gan nhat. Néu c6 c6 nhtr ba O’Brien noi ra
thong tin vé dia chi cia Gary, ba ta sé khong muén hodc khong thé tiét 10
thém, c6 khi con lap titc dong sam civa lai tredc mat co cling nén. Roz goi
dén tong dai va hoi vé van phong Wells- Fargo & Southampton, r6i dung 50
xu cudi cung dé goi dén sb dién thoai co vira dugc cung cap. Mot giong phu
nit buon té ¢ dau day bén kia cho co biét dia chi cong ty va chi dan duwong
dén do, roi chot lai, “Chuing t6i sé dong ctra sau bon muoi phit nita.”

Nho viéc do xe vao vach ké doi mau vang va phét 10 vién canh phai nhan
mot vé phat do xe sai quy dinh, Roz da tGi dugc van phong Wells-Fargo s6m
mudi phit trede gio dong ctra. Noi nay kha toi tan, phai di qua 16i vao giita
hai ctra hang va buwdc 1én mét cau thang khong trai tham. Hai khom mai dia
thdo coi coc va tdm lich Pirelly da cii xin la nhitng diém nhan duy nhat trén
nén twong mau vang. Cha nhan cua giong néi té ngat Iic ndy la mot phu ni
trac ngili tuan va tréng vé ngoai ciing té ngat nhu vay. Co 1€ ba ta dang mon
moi dém nguoc tirng gidy ting phit cho dén ki nghi cubi tuan.
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“Chung t6i thuwong khong c6 nhiéu khach hang dén day lam,” ba ta vira
néi vira gifia méng tay. “Y t6i 1a néu ho cé thé mang kién hang dén tan day
thi chang tha ho tw chuyén chiing di cho r6i.” D6 la mot 161 budc t6i, nhw thé
ba ta cAm thdy Roz dang lam lang phi thdoi gian cua cong ty. Ba ta nging
viéc gitia méng va chia mot tay ra, “Hang gi thé va chuyén di dau?”

“Toi khong phai khach hang,” Roz ndi. “Toi la mot nha van va toi hi vong
ba sé cung cap mot vai thong tin gitip t6i hoan thién cudn sach minh dang
viét.” Nét phan khich hién hién trén khuon mat ngudi phu nit. Roz kéo mot
chiéc ghé ra phia tréc va ngoi xudng, “Ba da lam viéc & day bao lau r6i?”

“Cling lau roi. Sach vé thé loai gi thé?”

Roz cham chu nhin ba ta, “Ba c6 nhd Olive Martin khong? Co ta da sat
hai me va em gai & Dawlington sdu nam trwdc.” Qua anh mat, Roz nhan
thdy ba ta da ngay lap tic nhé ra. “T6i dang viét mot cudn sach vé co ta.”

Nguwaoi phu nit lai tiép tuc gitia méng ma khong noi gi ca.

“Ba c6 biét co ta khng?”

“Chua oi, khong.”

“Ba khong biét gi vé c6 ta sao? Tridc vu an mang cling thé sao? Toi nghe
ké mét trong so cac nhan vién van chuyén cta cong ty nay da gidip giao thw
cho c6 ta.” D6 la sy that. Rac réi duy nhat la c6 khong biét liéu Gary cé lam
viéc cho Wells-Fargo vao thoi diém dé hay khong.

Canh ctra thong véi van phong bén trong bat m& va mot nguwoi dan ong
hiing hé budc ra. Ong ta nhin Roz, “C6 phéi c6 gai ndy muén gip toi khong,
Marnie?” May ngén tay ctia ong ta vo thirc vudt 1én vuot xuong chiéc ca vat,
giong nhu dang choi ken clarinet.

Chiéc gitia méng tay bién mat khoi tam mat, “Khong, thva 6ng Wheelan.
Co 4y la mot ngwoi quen cta t6i. Ghé qua xem toi c6 thdi gian di uéng nwdc
cung c6 ay tredc khi vé nha khong ay ma.” Ba ta tran tr6i nhin Roz, d6i mat
cau khan sy trg giap, vGi biéu cam toat 1én vé than quen ki la nhw thé hai
nguoi vira chia sé mot bi mat.

Roz mim cwdi hoa nha va nhin vao dong hé deo tay, “Cling gan 6 gid roi.
Nrtra tiéng chac khong mudn qua dau nhi?”
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Nguwoi dan 6ng xua xua tay.

“Vay hai ngudi di di, t6i nay toi khéa ctra cho.” Ong ta dirng & 16i di, tran
nhan lai vé lo lang, “C6 khong quén ctr ai d6 chuyén mén hang ctia Hasler
day chu?”

“Khong, thra 6ng Wheelan. Eddy da di tw hai gio trwdc r6i.”

“Té6t, tot. Chuc cudi tuan vui vé. Thé con don hang cua Prestwick?”

“Xong hét roi, thwa 6ng Wheelan. Khong con van dé gi ton dong ca.”
Marnie nhwéng mat nhin 1én troi khi 6ng ta dong canh ctra lai sau lung.
“Ong ta 1am t6i phét dién. Liic no ciing nhing xi hét ca 1én. i ndo, nhanh
1én, tredc khi 6ng ta doi y. Ta6i thit Sau lic nao cling té hai nhat.” Ba ta lon
ton bwdc qua ctta va bat dau xudng cau thang, “Ong ta ghét cudi tuan, dng ta
nghi nghi hai ngay lién tuc khéng c6 don hang sé khién viéc lam an dinh tré.
Ong ta mic ching hoang twéng. Bét t6i phai 1am viéc vao sang thit Bay ca
nam ngoai cho dén khi nhan ra ng6i do cling chang ich gi vi khong cé van
phong doi tdc nao m@ ctra vao thit By cd.” Ba ta di qua canh ctta cudi cung
va buéc ra via he, “Xem nao, ching ta cé thé quén vu nwéc non di. Toi
muon dugc vé nha ding gio mot lan trong doi.” Ba ta nhin Roz, chd dgi
phan &ng cua co.

Roz nhun vai, “T6t théi. Toi sé di ndi chuyén v6i 6ng Wheelan vé Olive
Martin. Co vé ong ta khong ban gi ca.”

Marnie bén chon go chan xuéng duwong, “Cé sé khién t6i bi dudi viéc
mat.”

“Vay thi ba hay noi chuyén vai toi di.”

Nguoi phu nit mat mot lic lau dé can nhac, “Toi sé noi vbi c6 nhitng gi
toi biét, mién la c6 phai gitr bi mat. Thong nhat nhw vay duwgc khong? Ciling
chang gitp dwoc nhiéu dau, c6 khi ¢6 chang dung dén thong tin ay ciing
nen.”

“Duoc thoi,” Roz dap.

“Ching ta vira di vira n6i chuyén. Nha ga & huéng nay. Néu ching ta
nhanh chan thi to6i c6 thé bat kip chuyén tau ltic 6 ru6i.”
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Roz tum ldy tay ba ta, “Xe cta t6i & dang nay. T6i sé dwa ba di.” Co kéo
Marnie qua duong va mé ctra bén ghé phy, réi qua bén ghé lai va n6 may,
“Pugc. Bat dau thoi.”

“T6i c6 biét 6 ta, hodc it nhat, toi biét mot nguwdi tén Olive Martin. Toi
khong dam chac c6 phai la cing mot ngwoi khong bdi téi chwa bao gio nhin
thay co ta, nhing miéu ta kha khép véi nhitng théng tin toi doc trén bao. Toi
ludén cho rang do la cung mét nguwoi.”

“Ai la nguoi mo ta cho ba biét?” Roz hoi, ré vao dwong 16n. “bat cau hoi
sé chang ich gi dau,” Marnie n6i ngay, “Chi mat thoi gian théi. Cit dé tu t6i
ké.” Ba ta sap xép lai nhitng suy nghi trong dau, “Nhw t6i da n6i ddy, ching
toi hiém khi gap khach hang. Doi khi cac giam doc van phong truc tiép dén
dé kiém tra xem chung to6i lam viéc thé nao, nhung binh thwong, moi giao
dich déu dugc thuce hién qua dién thoai. Vai khach hang muon chuyén thi
nay thi kia, ho goi cho ching t6i va ching t6i ct* mot ngwoi giao hang dén
cho ho, chi don gian vay théi. Cha, vao mot budi trira, khi Wheelan ra ngoai
dn sandwich, nguoi dan 6ng dé di vao van phong. Ong ta c6 mot 14 thw
muon giao vao chiéu ciing ngdy cho c6 Olive Martin. Ong ta san sang tra
thém tién néu ngudi giao hang chiu chd ¢ ngoai trong gid lam viéc va lang
18 giao thw khi c6 ta 10i co quan. Ong ta nhan manh ring khong duoc dua
thw vao van phong cia co gai kia va ndéi rang ong ta tin toi hiéu ly do tai

»

sao.

Roz budt miéng hoi, “Vay ba c6 hiéu khong?”

“T6i doan hai nguoi dang c6 moi quan hé bi mat va khéng muén nguoi
khéac nghi ngd. Du sao thi, 6ng ta dwa t6i t& 20 bang cho mot 14 thw. Ong ta
mo ta can ké vé Olive Martin, chinh xac dén ca trang phuc c6 ta mac hom
do6. Cha, t6i nghi day la dip may hiém cé. Lao gia Wheelan ludn keo kiét vé
van dé lvong thuwdng du viéc kinh doanh cé tot dén dau, nén t6i bé tdi luon
cho tién va khong ghi lai giao dich. T6i goi mot trong s6 nhitng nguwoi giao
hang cta ching t6i séng & Dawlington va bao cau ta tién ghé qua cho Olive
trén dwong vé nha, cling coi nhw lam thém. Nhuw thé cau ta sé nhan dwoc 10
bang trong khi chang phai lam gi ca va toi gitt 10 bang con lai.” Ba ta dwa
tay ra hiéu, “Co6 ré phai & den do tiép theo roi lai ré phai & cho vong xuyén.”
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Roz lam theo chi dan, “Cé phai Gary O’Brien khong?”

Marnie gat dau, “T6i doan thang bé da noi cho c6 biét.”

“Gan nhu thé,” Roz tranh tra 10i truc tiép. “Gary da bao gio gap nguwoi
dan ong kia chwa?”

“Khong, chi Olive gap thoi. Hoa ra Gary da biét co ta tir trude. Olive da
ti'ng cham soc cau ta khi con nhé hay gi d6. Thé nén, chang may kho khan
dé nhan ra c6 ta va giao thw ding dia chi, du t6i rat lo cu ta sé lam héng
chuyén, vi Gary hau dau kinh khtuing. Cho t6i xuéng & day dwoc r6i.” Ba ta
liéc nhin dong ho deo tay trong lic Roz bé lai vao cho dirng. “Tuyét voi!
Bugc r6i, két qua la phi vu trét lot va ga dan ong ctua Olive bat dau nho dén
ching t6i thwong xuyén. Chiing toi da giao tat ca muwdoi 1a thu trong vong sau
thang trvdc vu an mang. T6i nghi han 6ng ta cling nhan ra ching t6i 1én It
lam viéc ngoai 1€, boi 6ng ta ludn dén vao gio an triva sau khi Wheelan ra
ngoai. Han 6ng ta dgi Wheelan di khéi r6i méi vao.” Ba ta nhtn vai, “Viéc
thw ti* qua lai két thiic cung véi vu an va ching t6i khong bao gio nhin thay
ong ta nita. Do 1a tat ca nhitng gi tdi cé thé ké vGi co. Gary vo cung lo lang
sau khi Olive bi bat va néi rang ching t6i phdi kin miéng néu khong sé bi
canh sat hanh dén chét mat. Cha, t6i cling chang muén n6i ra dau, khong
phai vi canh sat ma vi Wheelan. Ong ta sé& gian s6i mau néu phat hién ching
toi 1én lut duat tdi sau lvng minh.”

“Nhung chang phai canh sat da xuat hién khoang mot thang sau do dé
canh bao 6ng Wheelan vé anh em nha O’Brien hay sao?”

Marnie c6 vé ngac nhién, “Ai bao c6 thé?”

“Me cua Gary.”

“Lan dau tién nghe noi ddy. Theo td6i dugc biét thi chi la ho thdy chan
thoi. Gary khong dén ndi té lam vi cau ta yéu chiéc mo t6 ctia minh nhung
hai gd con lai la nhitng ké lwoi biéng va ghét lao dong nhat ma toi tirng gap.
Cudi cung, ho nghi lam nhiéu qua dén noéi Wheelan dudi viéc ho. D6 la
quyét dinh duy nhat cia 6ng ta ma t6i dong tinh. Chua i, khong thé tin
twédng dugce bon ho.” Ba ta lai xem dong ho, “N6i that long, téi thay ngac
nhién khi Gary chuyén thw cho Olive chu ddo nhv thé. T6i da ban khoan liéu
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cO phai cau ta c6 cam tinh vGi co gai khong.” Ba ta m@ ctra xe, “Toi phai di
day.”

“Cho da,” Roz kién quyét goi. “Ngudi dan ong do la ai?”

“Khong biét. Ching t6i chi nhan tién mdt va éng ta chwa bao gio néi tén.”

“Tréng ong ta thé nao?”

“TOi sé tré tau mat.”

Roz nghiéng nguoi sang dong ctra lai, “Ba con muwdoi phit va néu ba
khong mé ta cu thé cho t6i nghe vé nguoi dan 6ng, t6i sé di thang vé van
phong cta ba, sau do tiét 16 moi chuyén cho Wheelan day.”

Marnie nhin vai hon doi, “Khi d6, 6ng ta chirng hon nam muoi, da gia dé
lam b6 Olive néu tudi co6 ta ding nhu 10i 6ng ta mo ta. Trong cling wa nhin,
kiéu hoi gia tao, tinh twom va chai chuét. Ong ta néi giong kha chuan,
nghién thuoc, va luén mac com 1€ ca vat. Cao trén mét tam va téc vang. Rat
kiém 101, ludn doi ching t6i 1én tiéng tredc, khong bao giod mim cuwdi, khong
bao gio t6 ra vui vé. T6i nhé doi mat ong ta béi vi chiing khong giong mau
toc. Chiing c6 mau nau dam. chi thé théi,” ba ta qua quyét. “To6i khong biét
gi thém veé ong ta va toi cling chang biét gi vé co ta hét.”

“Néu nhin anh thi ba sé nhan ra 6ng ta ch?”

“Co le. Co biét ong ta a?”

Roz g6 may ngon tay trén vo lang, “Nghe that v6 1y nhung c6 vé nguoi dé
chinh 1a b6 c6 ta.”
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11

Vao thtt Hai, bao vé truc & cong kiém tra tén Roz trén danh sach, ro6i nhac
dién thoai lén. “Giam ddéc mudén gap c6,” anh ta ndi réi quay so.

“Pé lam gi?”

“T6i khong biét, thra c6.” Poan n6i vao dng nghe, “Co Leigh da dén dé
gdp Martin. Nhung c6 mot lvu y rang c6 ay phai dén gap giam doc trudc.
Vang. Ba r6.” Anh ta chi dwong vdi cay but chi trong tay, “Pi thang qua
canh cong dau tién, sé c6 nguoi dgi co ¢ bén kia.”

That chang khac nao cdm giac lo sg khi bi goi tGi gap c6 hiéu truong hoi
con di hoc, Roz tham nghi va s6t rudt chd dgi & van phong thw ki. Cé dang
c6 nh¢ lai xem liéu minh c6 vi pham luat 1€ nao khong. “Khong dugc phép
mang bat c thit gi vao cho pham nhan, cting khong dwgc mang bat ¢t thi
gi ra ngoai... Co khong dugc chuyén tin cho c6 ta, bat luan la nguwdi khac
tuon tin vao hay c6 ta truyén tin ra ma khéng cé lénh cta giam doc.” Nhung
co da tiét 16 thong tin, tat nhién roi, khi c6 néi chuyén véi Crew vé ban di
chic. Lao coc gia d6 han da ban dirng co!

“C0 c6 thé vao roi,” ngwoi thu ki théng bao.

Giam doc trai giam chia tay vé mot cai ghé, “Mai ngoi, co Leigh.”

Roz ngo6i xudng mot chiéc ghé co kiéu dang kha don gian, hi vong nhitng
toi 10i trong long khong thé hién ra nét mat, “T6i khong ngo sé dugc gap
ba.”

“Khong u?” Gidm dbc quan sat Roz mot lic, réi c6 vé da di dén quyét
dinh, “Rao trwedc don sau cling chang ich lgi gi. Trwdc nhitng biéu hién cua
Olive dao gan ddy, chiing t6i budc phai dinh chi cac dac quyén cta c6 ta.
Chung t6i nghi c6 thé c6 chinh la nguyén nhan gian ti€p. Theo ghi chép,
tuan tredc 6 khong téi tham, va Olive t6 ra rat buon. Ba ngay sau c6 ta pha
hoai buong giam va bi budc phai dung thudc an than.” Ba nhin thdy vé ngac
nhién cua Roz, “Tinh tinh c6 ta tré@ nén bat 6n ké t do, va v4i hoan canh
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hién tai, t6i sé khong thé dé co tiép tuc vao tham. Toi nghi c6 vai diéu can
trao doi véi Bo Noi vu.”

Chua oi! Toi nghiép Olive! Sao minh lai khong goi dién thoai dé thong
bao co chit? Roz khoanh tay va c6 gang suy nghi nhanh nhat c6 thé, “Tai
sao ba lai cho rang sy vang mat cuda t6i chinh la nguyén nhan, trong khi phai
ba ngay sau c6 ta méi hanh x nhw thé? Co ta néi u?”

“Khong, nhung ching téi khong thé tim ra cach giai thich nao khac, va toi
khong mu6n mao hiém sy an toan ctia c0.”

Roz ngam nghi mot lic, “Ct cho la ba néi ding, mac du t6i phai nhan
manh rang toi khong nghi vay, thi sy vang mat cta toi chang phai sé khién
tam trang cO ta toi té hon sao?” C6 nhoai ngudi tdi trwde, “Du gi cling nén
dé t6i néi chuyén vdi Olive. Trong truong hgp nguyén nhan ding la do tuan
tredc toi khong dén, toi sé thuyét phuc va lam c6 ta binh tinh lai; con néu
khong, t6i chang thidy c6 1y do gi dé chuyén di thanh v6 ich trong khi t6i
hoan toan vo can vdi su noi loan ctaa Olive.”

Giam doc trai giam khé mim cwdi, “C6 rat ty tin day.”

“Toi chang c6 1y do gi dé khong ty tin ca.”

Lan nay dén lugt ba gidam doc ban khoan. Ba quan sat Roz rat lau trong
im lang, cudi cung lén tiéng, “No6i rd thé nay nhé, vé viéc Olive thuc sy la
ngwoi nhu thé nao.” Ba go go cdy but chi 1én ban, “Vao ngay dau tién c6 dén
day, toi da noi rang khéng cé bang chitng nao chitng té co ta bi tam than.
biéu dé la sy that. Cling c6 nghia, khi Olive chat chém me va em gai minh,
c6 ta hoan toan tinh tdo. Co ta y thitc day du vé hanh dong ctia minh ciing
nhu hé luy kém theo, va san sang dwong dau véi né bat chidp hau qua. Ciing
c6 nghia khong thé’ chita tri cho c6 ta, bdi vi chang c6 gi dé chita tri ca.
Viéc nay it nhiéu ciing lién quan dén co6 day. Trong nhitng truong hop tuwong
tw, khi buon rau, tw ti, bi phan boi, hay néi cach khac la bat ci¢ diéu gi khién
co ta noi dién, thi c6 ta cé thé lai hanh dong twong ty ma khéng mang dén
hau qua. Hodc du c6 can nhac hau qua thi c6 1€ c6 ta cling van thdy dang dé
ra tay. T6i muon néi thém rang hau qua ma co6 ta phai chiu bay gid chang thé
khién c6 ta e sg bang sdu nam truede. Co thé noi Olive thich dugc ¢ tu. Co ta
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duogc bao vé, dugc ton trong va c6 nguwoi noi chuyén cung. Con bén ngoai,
c6 ta chang c6 nhitng tht dy. Va co ta biét ro diéu do.”

Cam giac giong hét thoi di hoc, khi ding tredc mat c6 hiéu trudng. Diéu
khién nguoi ta né sg chinh 1a giong néi ty tin ctia ngudi c6 tham quyén. “Y
ba la Olive sé khong ngai tan cong toi bdi thém an tu chi dong nghia véi
viéc dugc ¢ trong nay lau hon? Va c6 ta sé rat vui néu duwgc nhw thé a?”

“Veé ban chat thi ding la vay.”

“Ba nham r6i,” Roz néi thang thirng, “Nhung khong phai vé chuyén dién
hay khong. T6i cling dong y rang Olive hoan toan binh thwong, giong nhw
toi va ba. Nhung ba da nham khi nghi c6 ta sé gady nguy hiém cho t6i. T6i
dang viét mot cu6én sach vé vu an mang nam ay va co ta muodn cudn sach
hoan thanh. Néu dung t6i la nguyén nhan khién Olive n6i dién, va xin nhan
manh mot 1an nita rang t6i khong nghi nhw thé, thi chac la do c6 ta danh
dong sy vang mat cta t6i vao tuan truedc vdi thai do bo cudc. Cir dé c6 ta
tiép tuc suy dién nhu thé thi sé tao nén mot hiéu ng tam ly té hai.” Roz co
ging dua ra ly 18 phan d6i, “O trwdc cong c6 dan mot bang thong bao, va c6
1é tit ca tu nhan déu da thay. Trén do6 la cac chinh sach cia nha tu. Va néu
toi nhé khong nham, trong d6 c6 viét mot diéu rang phai gitp do cac pham
nhan hwéng tGi mot cudc song ton trong phap luat ca & trong va ngoai nha
tu. Va néu ban thdng bdo khong phai chi dé trang tri cho dep, thi t6i rat
muon biét ba sé bién hd nhw thé nao veé viéc tiép tuc kich dong s ndi loan
dang tritng phat cta Olive bang cach tir ch6i nhitng chuyén viéng tham ma
B0 No6i vu da chap thuan trwdc d6?” Roz bong im bat, lo lang rang minh da
noi qua nhiéu. Dau nguwai phu nit kia hiéu ly 1é dén may, c6 cling khong nén
thach thitc nha chire trach.

“Tai sao Olive lai mu6n cuén sach dwgc viét ra?” Ba giam doc hoi lai vai
giong on hoa, “Trudc day Olive chwa ti'ng c6 mong muén ndi tiéng va co
cling khong phai la tac gia dau tién té ra quan tam dén co ta. Chung t6i da
nhan dugc vai 161 dé nghi tir nhitng ngay dau. Nhung c6 ta tir choi tat ca.”

“T6i khong biét,” Roz thanh that dap. “Cé 1€ cai chét cua 6ng bo da gay
anh hwdng phan nao. Olive cho biét mot trong nhitng 1y do khién c6 ta nhan
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toi d6 la tranh cho bo minh phai chiu nhitng ci séc tai toa.” C6 nhin vai,
“Co 1é 6 ta cdm thdy mot cudn sach ciing c6 thé huy hoai Robert Martin,
nén doi cho dén Idc ong ta chét.”

Ba giam doc cang hoai nghi hon, “Hay la do khi 6ng b6 con song, 6ng ta
c6 thé bac bd nhitng diéu c6 con gai no6i, con khi da chét thi khong? Tuy
nhién, to6i chang quan tam. Van dé t6i quan tam la van hanh nha tu cho ding
trat tw.” Ba bén chon go may ngoén tay lén ban. Ba khong mudn bi kéo vao
cudc tranh luan ba bén gitta ba, Bo Noi vu va Roz. Tuy nhién, nhitng hé luy
lang phi thoi gian vGi cac nhan vién hanh chinh céng sé chang la gi so véi
mot vu sat hai dan thuwong trong nha tu. Ba da hi vong thuyét phuc dugc Roz
tw ti bo y dinh vao tham tu. Ba ngac nhién, va tham chi con to6 mo trudc that
bai ctia minh. Biéu gi da khién Rosalind Leigh di ding huéng trong moi
quan hé véi Olive trong khi tat ca nhitng ngwoi khac lai khong lam dwgc?

“Co0 c6 thé néi chuyén véi Olive Martin trong vong nita tiéng,” ba quyét
dinh. “O phong thdm viéng dic biét, phong nay 16n hon phong moi khi ¢
van vao. Sé c6 hai giam thi hién dién trong su6t qua trinh phéng van. Néu c6
hay Olive c6 bat ki hanh vi nao vi pham quy dinh ctia nha tu, c6 sé phai ra
vé ngay lap titc va toi dam bao viéc dén tham sé bi dinh chi vo thoi han. Co
10 16i chi?, c6 Leigh?”

“Paro.”

Ba gidm doc gat dau, “T6i thue sy rat to mo, co biét day. Hay c6 da khién
cO ta ki vong bang cach ndi rang cu6n sach sé gitip o ta dwoc tha ty do?”

“Khong, c6 ta chwa bao gio ké véi toi vé vu giét nguwoi.” Roz vdi l1dy cai
cap tap.

“Vay tai sao c0 lai ti tin rang minh sé an toan khi gap Olive?”

“Badi theo nhitng gi t6i biét, téi l1a ngwdi duy nhat bén ngoai nha ta khong
hé té ra so hai khi gap co ta.”

That long, c6 muodn rat lai 10i tuyén bo vira ndy khi thay Olive dugc ap giai
vao phong tham viéng ddc biét bdi hai nam giam thi to con. Ho Iui lai va
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ding canh & hai bén canh ctra sau lung Olive. vé cau ban trén guwong mat nit
tu nhan khién ¢6 6n lanh. C6 nhé lai 16i Hawksley da néi, c6 sé nghi khac vé
Olive néu chitng kién con gian dir cta co ta.

“Chao.” Co nhin thang vao mat Olive, “Giam doc da cho phép t6i gap c6,
nhung ho dang danh gia chung ta, ca hai ching ta. Néu hém nay chiing ta cw
xtr khéng dang muc thi toi sé khong bao gio duwgce dén tham c6 nita. Co c6
hiéu khong?”

“pO CHO CHET,” Olive m& miéng, mat khong nhin hai nguwdi giam thi,
“DO XAU XA.” Nhung 6 ta dang am chi Roz hay ba giam d6c? Roz khong
biét chac.

“T6i xin 16i vi da khong dén day vao thit Hai tuan truede.” Co6 cham vao
vét sung phong xau xi van thay ro trén moi, “T6i bi gd chong cii tham hai
bao hanh.” Co gwong cuwoi, “Toi da khong ra ngoai dugc trong vong mot
tuan, Olive a, du la dé di gap c6 chang nita. Toi cling c6 chiit si dién ma, co
biét day.”

Olive quan sat vé than nhién ctia c6 r6i cti nhin bao thudc 1a trén ban. Co
ta thém thudng giat 1ay mot diéu, nhét vao gitta d6i moi béo map. “Gid t6i bi
quan ché nghiém ngat ro6i,” co ta chdm diém vao dau diéu thudc, “Bon thoi
tha ay sé khong cho t6i hit thudc. Va ho dé mdc t6i chét doi.” Co ta liéc ra
phia sau bang céi nhin doc ac, “P6 théi tha! Chi c6 giét han khong?”

Roz nhin theo 4nh mat Olive. R0 rang moi tir ngi* c6 va Olive ndi ra sé
déu duoc ghi chép lai, “Tat nhién la khong.”

Olive vudt m@ téc mai mém odt, bong dau cua minh bang ban tay dang
cam diéu thuéc. C6 mot vét thude 14 ngay trén tran, cho ban tay vira cham
vao, ching t6 cod ta thuong xuyén lam nhw vay. “Toi khong nghi la chi
dam,” Olive khinh khinh. “N6 khong dé nhu trén ti vi dau. Chi da nghe ké
vé nhitng phan &ng cta t6i roi chit?”

“R6i.”

“Thé tai sao ho lai dé chi gap t6i?”

“B@i vi toi noi vGi gidam doc rang tat ca nhitng viéc ay khong lién quan gi
dén toi. Phai thé khong?” Co6 nhan chan minh 1én ban chan Olive dwdi gam
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ban, “Co 1€ ai khac da lam c6 kho chiu chang?”

“Ldo cha x& chét tiét,” Olive rau 11 néi. Mi mat lwa thwa vai sgi 16ng mi
khé ha xudng thanh mot cai nhay mét, “Ong ta néi vdi toi ring Chiia sé choi
nhac rock’n’roll trén thién duwong néu toi chiu quy xudng va néi ‘Alleluiah,
con xin sam h&i’. That ngu ngéc. Ong ta ludn c6 xay dyng niém tin tén gido
¢ nhitng tén toi pham hién dai bang tri thong minh c6 han ctia minh. That
khong thé chiu dung noi. ‘Mot ké toi do biét sam hoi khi 1én thién duwong sé
dwgce hwdng hanh phic.” Vay tha dé Chua choi rock’n’roll cho r6i.” C6 ta
théda man lang nghe vai tiéng khit miii ngac nhién phia sau, r6i nheo mat lai.
Toi tin chi, c6 ta n6i bang khau hinh.

Roz gat dau, “Toi cling doan la chuyén gi dé twong tw.” CO6 quan sat
nhitng ngén tay map mip dang van vé diéu thudc bé xiu, “Nhung toi cling
that bat lich sy khi khong goi dién dén va nho ho chuyén tin nhan. Toi bi
dau dau kinh khing gan nhw su6t ca tuan qua. Trong hoan canh d6, ngudi ta
chang con nghi dugc gi.”

“Toi biét chi dau dau.”

Roz chau may, “Lam sao thé dwgc?”

Khé vay ngén tay, Olive véo dau thuoc dang chay va tha né vao gat tan
dat trén ban, “Don gian thoi, Watson yéu quy*. Ga chong cti han da dam chi
tham tim mat may, néu vét vang bao quanh mat chi khong phai la mot kiéu
trang diém ngd ngan nao d6. Va doi mat tham tim thi thwong di kem vaGi
nhitng con dau dau.” Nhung c6 ta c6 vé da chan dé tai nay roi nén dot ngot
16i m6t chiéc phong bi tit trong tdi 4o ra. Co gio no 1én qua dau, “Thwa giam
thi Allenby. T6i c6 dugc phép cho quy co day xem thit nay khong?”

“Do la gi vay?” Mot trong hai ngwdi dan ong 1én tiéng va buéc vé phia
trugc.

“Thuw tir luat sw co van cda to6i.”

Anh ta cam lay 14 thu tir ban tay dang gio cao cua Olive, 10 di kiéu chao
bang hai ngén tay cta c6 ta, va doc lw6t qua ndi dung trong do. “T6i khong
phan doi,” anh ta dat n6 1én ban va quay trd vé vi tri canh gac.
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Olive gay n6 vé phia Roz, “Poc di. Ong ta néi co hdi dé tim duwoc chau
trai t6i gan nhu bang khong.” Co ta vGi ldy mot diéu thudc nita, cham cham
nhin Roz bang anh mat rat la, nhw thé o6 ta biét diéu gi ma Roz khong biét.
Co bong thay kho chiu. Duong nhw Olive dang nam thé cht dong trong cudc
tro chuyén bat thwong & gian phong nay, nhung tai sao va tr khi nao thi Roz
khong thé phan dinh r6. Chang phai c6 mdi chinh la ngwoi tranh dau dé cé
cudc gap madt nay sao?

Ngac nhién thay, Crew da giti dén mot birc thu tay vdi nét chit nghiéng
nghiéng va gon ghé. Roz chi c6 thé doan ong ta da viét ngoai gio lam viéc
va quyét dinh khong mudén mat thgi gian va tién bac ctia cong ty vao viéc
danh may. Co thay that chwéng mat.

Olive than mén,

T6i c6 nghe c6 Rosalind Leigh noi, va hiéu la c6 da biét vée mét vai diéu
khodn trong di chtic cua éng Martin qud c6, nhdt la nhitng diéu khodn lién
quan dén dita con trai ngoadi gid thi ciia Amber. Phdn 16n sé tai san duoc
trao lai cho cdu bé. Tuy nhién ciing c6 mét sé diéu khodn khdc phong truong
hgp chiing t6i khéng thé tim dwoc cdu ta. Cho dén nay, chiing t6i dat dugc
rdt it tién trién trong céng cudc tim kiém, va cé thé néi, cang liic cang bi
quan. Chiing t6i biét chdu trai cta cé dd nhdp cu vao Uc cung véi gia dinh
b6 me nubi tir khodng mudi hai nam vé trwdc. Co nguobn tin cho biét ho da
chuyén dén mét cdn hé thué ¢ Sydney trong vong sdu thdng dau tién, roi tir
dé mdt dau vét. Khong may la, ho cua nguoi nhdn nudéi lai qud phé bién va
chiing téi khéng thé dam bdo ring dita bé va gia dinh dé vdn & lai Uc.
Chiing t6i cling khong thé khdng dinh gia dinh dé chi thém phan ho vao tén
dita bé hay thay doéi hoan toan. Chiing t6i dd cdn thdn ddng tin tim nguoi
trén mot sé to bdo & Uc nhung khéng hé nhdn duoc hoi ddp.

Bo6 c6 tirng nhiéu lan nhdn manh rdng chiing téi phdi hét sttc kin ddo va
thdn trong trong viéc tim kiém dira tré. Theo quan diém cta 6ng dy, ma toi
cting hoan toan doéng tinh, la cuéc séng cua dira tré co thé bi ton hai nghiém
trong néu chuyén di chiic bi cong khai. Ong Martin y thitc duoc ci sbéc ma
chdu trai minh cé thé gdp phdi néu cdu ta biét dugc méi quan hé bi thuong

https://thuviensach.vn



gitta minh va gia dinh Martin qua viéc can thiép rum beng va vo d¢ cua gioi
truyén théng. Vi ly do do, chuing t6i da, dang va sé giit bi mdt vé tén cua
chdu trai c6. Chiing t6i van sé tiép tuc tim kiém, nhung bé c6 da quy dinh
mot khodng thoi gian nhdt dinh cho viéc d6. Va xem chting véi tu cdch la
nguoi thuc hién di chiic, t6i budc phdi tién hanh cdc diéu khodn thay thé.
Tai sdn bo c6 dé lai sé dugc quyén gop cho cdc bénh vién va to chic tir
thién hoat dong vi quyén va phtic loi ctia tré em.

Mdc du bo c6 chuva bao gio yéu cdu toéi giir kin cdc diéu khodn trong di
chiic v@i cb, nhung 6ng ciing lo lang khéng muoén dé c6 phdi buon phién
trudc viéc nay. Thé nén, toi nghi sé tot hon néu khéng noi véi cbé nhirng y
dinh cta 6ng dy. Néu biét c6 da nghe duoc it nhiéu vé chuyén nay, hdn t6i
da viét thuv thong bdo cho c6 s6m hon.

T6i tin c6 van manh khae.

Thdn mén,

Peter Crew

Roz gap la thu lai va day trd cho Olive, “Lan tredc cd néi rang viéc tim
dwgc chau trai cling rat quan trong v@i cd, nhung cd chwa noi cu thé.” Co
nhin vé phia hai giam thi, nhung ho c6 vé chang quan tam dén thi gi khac
ngoai san nha. Co khé nhoai nguoi tdi trudc va ha giong, “Gio cd sé noi véi
toi vé chuyén do chi?”

Olive dui manh diéu thudc vao cai gat tan, va khong hé c6 y dinh nho
giong xuéng, “Bo t6i 1a mot GA PAN ONG té bac.” Tt ngit dwgc nhan
manh mat cach la lung. “Khong phai ltic nao t6i cling cam thay thé, nhung
toi da suy nghi nhiéu nam lién va gio thong sudt roi.” Co ta hat ham vé phia
1a thw, “Lwong tam dan vat khién ong ta kho sé. D6 la 1y do khién 6ng ta
viét di chic do, dé cam thdy thanh than sau tdt ca nhitng t0i ac kinh khing
ma minh da gay ra. Tai sao 0ng ta dé tién lai cho con trai cia Amber trong
khi con chang bao gid quan tdm dén chinh ban than con bé?”

Roz nhin Olive vé to mo, “C6 phéi c6 dang am chi chinh b6 minh méi la
ké giét nguwoi khong?”
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Olive khit miii, “T6i dang néi la tai sao ong ta lai dung con trai cua
Amber dé thanh tay lwong tam?”

“Vay tai sao ong ta lai can thanh tay lwong tam ch&?”

Olive khong tra 10i.

Roz doi mot lic, roi thir doi chién thuat, “Co noéi bo minh han sé luén dé
lai tién cho gia dinh néu c6 thé. Nghia la con m6t gia dinh khac ma b6 ¢o cé
thé dé lai tai sdn chang? Hay c6 hi vong minh sé dugc thira ké?”

Olive lac dau, “Péu khong phai. B6 me t6i déu la con mot. Va t6i lam sao
c6 thé thtra ké dugc?” C6 ta gidang nam dam xudng ban, cao giong gian di,
“Néu khong thi chac ai cling giét quach gia dinh chét tiét cia minh cho
xong.” Guong mat to bé xau xi liéc nhin Roz véi vé déu cang. Chi ciling
muon lam thé, miéng co ta lai map may.

“No6i nho thoi, Olive,” Allenby nhe nhang nhac nhd. “Hoac cudc noi
chuyén sé dirng tai day.”

Roz nhan hai ngén tay vao mi mat khi con dau dau dot ngot quay trd lai.
Olive Martin cadm riu... Co co6 gang gat bo suy nghi do, nhung khong
dugc... chém me minh bén muoi nhdt. “To6i khong hiéu tai sao ban di chic
lai khién c6 gian dit dén vay,” co c6 gilt binh tinh. “Néu gia dinh quan trong
v6i bo cd, thi 6ng con cé thé dé lai tai san cho ai khac ngoai trir chau trai
minh?”

Olive nhin cham cham xu6ng ban, ham rang nhe ra bam trgn. “Van dé
chinh la & day,” co ta lam bam, “B06 toi chét roi. Gio moi nguwdi nghi gi dau
con quan trong?”

Roz dot nhién nhé lai 16i ba Hopwood. Téi luén cho rdng cé 1é 6ng chong
dd ldng nhdng bén ngoai... Co wém thtt, “Co c6 anh em cung cha khac me
nao khong?”

Olive 10 vé thich tha trwdc cau héi ctia Roz, “Khéng dau. Néu cé thi han
ong ta phai c6 nhan tinh, nhung 6ng ta khong thich phu nit.” Co ta pha len
cwdi nhao bang, “Ong ta thich PAN ONG.” Tir “dan 6ng” lai dugc nhan
manh mot cach la lung.

Roz ling ting, “Y c6 1a b6 minh déng tinh 1?”
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“Pung day,” Olive dap vd6i vé kién nhan day khoa troong. “Ngudi duy
nhat du sitc khién gwong mat bo rang rd la 1do hang xém canh nha, Clarke.
Bo6 t6i se sua ddm dang hon moi khi c6 6ng ta ¢ gan.” Co ta lai cham mot
diéu thudc nita, “Pa c6 thdi gian t6i cling thady mirng khi hai ngwoi than
thiét, nhung chang qua vi t6i qua dan don nén méi khong nhan ra mot cap
dong tinh. Gio toi thay that bénh hoan. Chang ngac nhién khi me t6i lai ghét
nha Clarke dén thé.”

“Ho chuyén di ngay sau vu giét ngudi.” Roz néi vé dam chiéu. “D4t ngot
bién mat vao mdt budi sang ma khong dé lai dia chi. Khong ai biét chuyén gi
da xdy ra v6i ho hay ho chuyén t6i dau.”

“T6i chang ngac nhién. T6i doan chinh la vi ba ta.”

“Ba Clarke sao0?”

“Ba ta chwa bao gid thich chong minh lang vang gan nha t6i. Ong ta
thudng nhdy qua hang rao phia sau nha r6i chui vao phong bé t6i. Hai nguoi
nhot minh trong d6 hang gio lién ma khong 16 mat ra ngoai. T6i nghi han ba
ta phai lo sot v6 1én sau vu giét ngwoi vi khi do bo t6i chi con mot minh.”

Nhitng hinh anh thu lwgm dwoc trong may ngay qua lién tiép don dudi
trong tam tri Roz. Kiéu cach va vé ngoai nhu Peter Pan ctia Robert Martin,
moi quan hé than thiét nhw hai anh em gitta 6ng ta va Ted Clarke, can phong
phia sau c6 ké givong, Gwen ludn cd gitt hinh twgng bén ngoai, sy xa cach
lanh dam déi vGi chong, va nhitng bi mat can dwgc che gidu. Gio moi
chuyén déu sang té, nhung dau c6 quan trong gi néu vao thoi diém do Olive
van khong hé hay biét?

“Ong Clarke 13 nhan tinh duy nhét ctia b6 c6, phai khong?”

“Lam sao t6i biét dugc? Chac la khong,” co ta noi tiép, tw pha dinh 10i
minh. “Phong 0ng ta & c6 clra riéng & phia sau. Theo tit ca nhitng gi ching
toi biét thi han Oong ta cling c6 thé chuon ra ngoai sau cudc giao hoan dang
diém moi t6i. T6i ghét 6ng ta.” Olive trong nhw thé sap no6i khung lan nita,
nhung cai nhin canh bao cia Roz da gitp c6 ta kiém ché. “Toi ghét ong ta,”
Olive nhan manh lan nita trwdc khi chim vao im lang.

“B@i vi 6ng ta da giét Gwen va Amber a?” Roz kién tri hdi lai.
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Nhung Olive thd bao gat di, “Ong ta di 1am ca ngdy ma, ai ciing biét diéu
do.”

Olive Martin cam riu... “Hay c6 da khién cé ta ki vong bdng cdch noi
rdng cuén sdch sé gitp cé ta dugc thd tw do?”

“Vay thi, ban trai c6 da giét ho?” C6 cam thay minh that ngé ngan khi hoi
sai cau, sai cach va sai thoi diém nhu theé.

Olive cudi khay, “Sao chi lai nghi t6i cé ban trai?”

“Ai dé da lam c6 cé bau.”

“A, ra vay.” Olive khinh khinh dap, “T6i da bia ra chuyén pha thai. Téi
muon may con nhé & day nghi rang t6i cling tirng rat hap dan.” C6 ta noi to
dén mic nhu thé c6 y dé cho hai giam thi phia sau nghe thay.

Roz cam thay chang khac nao vira bi mot ci dam lanh ngat giang vao
nguc trai. Deedes da canh bao c6 tir bon tuan trede. “Vay ai la nguoi gui
nhitng 14 thu cho c6 théng qua O’Brien?” Co hoi, “Ong ta khong phai ban
trai cuia c0 sao?”

Mat Olive anh 1én nhw mat ran, “P6 la ngudi yéu cia Amber.” Roz nhin
c6 ta cham cham, “Thé tai sao ong ta lai gi thw cho c6?”

“Bdi Amber qua sg khong dam tw nhan thw. Con bé nhat nhu cay.” Co ta
thoang ngtng lai, “Giéng bo t6i.”

“Co ay so diéu gi ma lai nhw thé?”

“Me t06i.”

“Thé bo co thi sao?”

“Ong ta cling s¢' me t6i.”

“Vay co c6 sg me minh khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ai la nguoi yéu cia Amber?”

“T6i khong biét. Con bé chwa bao gio noi véi t6i.”

“Vay theo c6 trong thu viét nhitng gi?”

“Té tinh, t6i nghi thé. Ai cling yéu Amber.”

“Ca co sao?”
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«“0, tat nhién.”

“Con me c6. Ba ay c6 yéu Amber khong?”

“Téat nhién.”

“Nhung ba Hopwood khong néi thé.”

Olive nhun vai, “Lam sao ba ta biét dwgc? Ba ta gan nhw chang biét gi vé
ching t0i. Ba ta chi yéu quy nang niu Geraldine quy hoa cua ba ta thoi.”
Khée miéng c6 ta khé nhéch lén thanh mot nu cwdi ranh manh, khién gwong
mat tré nén xau té, “Cé chuyén gi ma ai cling biét, trir toi ra sao?”

Roz cam thay 4o twdng dang dan tan vd, va su that tran trui, khing khiép
bay ra trwédc mat, “Co phai do 1a 1y do khién c6 dogi dén khi bé chét mai noi
ra su that khong? Vi khong con ai boc tran co nita?”

Olive nhin Roz cham cham vé&i vé cam ghét chang buén gidu giém. R6i,
khuat khéi anh mat cta hai ngwdi giam thi nhwng van da dé Roz nhin thay,
c6 ta lay tw trong tdi do khodc ra mot con bip bé nho xiu bang dat sét va
x0dy cai kep dai dang choc thdang vao dau con bup bé. Téc dé. Vay xanh.
Chang can phai giau tri twédng twgng cling co thé goi tén khoi dat sét dy. Roz
pha 1én cuoi, “T6i la nguwdi theo chi nghia hoai nghi, Olive a. Giong nhw
mot loai ton gido ay. N6 chi linh &tng khi c6 c6 niém tin théi.”

“T06i tin.”

“Vay thi ¢6 ngu ngoc hon toi twong day.” Roz dot ngdt ditng 1én va di ra
phia ctra, gat dau ra hiéu vdi Allenby. Khong hiéu troi xui dat khién thé nao
ma ngay tir dau co6 lai tin rang nguwdi phu nit nay vo t6i co chit? Va vi Chda,
tai sao c6 lai chon mot nit sat nhan tan bao dé lap day khoang trong Alice dé
lai trong trai tim minh vay?

Co6 dung chan tai mot tram dién thoai cong cong va goi tGi truong dong
Thanh Angela. Pich than xo Bridget tra 10i dién thoai. “T6i c6 thé gitp gi
dwgc cho c6?” Gigng ndi ém ai dé chiu ctia ba vong qua dién thoai.

Roz guong cwoi qua ong nghe, “Xo c6 thé n6i: Dén day nao, Roz, t6i sé
danh ra mét gio dé lang nghe c6 than bu6n ké kho.”
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biéu cwoi khic khich cia xo Bridget van con nguyén nét biéu cam du
dugc truyén qua duong day dién thoai, “Dén day nao, cd gai. T6i c6 ca buoi
toi ranh rang va khong mong gi hon la dwoc lang nghe tdm sw. No6i phién
muon cta co c6 nghiém trong khong?”

“C0, toi nghi la do Olive gay ra.”

“Vay thi khong té lam dau. Lam sao c6 thé té hon lic c6 mé6i bat dau
dwgc. T6i song & mot ngdi nha canh trwdng, tén la Donegal. Ciing khong
thich hgp vdi t6i lam, tat nhién roi, nhung kha am ctng. Dén nhanh nhé!
Chung ta sé cung an t6i.”

Giong Roz bong tré nén cang thang, “Xo c¢6 tin vao ma thuat hac am
khong?”

“T0i nén tin sao?”

“Olive cam ghim vao dinh dau bitc twgng bang dat sét nan hinh t6i.”

“Chua oi!”

“Va gio toi bi dau dau.”

“T6i cling khong ngac nhién. Néu niém tin vao ai do tan v@, han toi cling
dau dau. Con bé that qua 16 bich! Co6 lé do 1a cach dé no c6 lay lai cai vé
kiém soat. Vé phwong dién ay thi ding la nha tu da hay hoai tdm hon nguoi
ta.” Ba t6 vé kho chiu. “That ngd ngan, vay ma t6i luén cam mén tri thong
minh cta Olive co day. T6i mong dugc gap co, co gai a.”

Nghe thdy tiéng ba gac may & dau day bén kia, Roz ap ong nghe vao
nguwc. Cam on Chuaa vi da c6 xo Bridget... Co dat ong nghe xuong, hai tay
run rdy. Oi, Chda oi! Cam on Chua vi da c6 xo Bridget.

Bita téi kha don gidn, gobm c6 xup, tritng bac véi banh mi, hoa qua twoi, pho
mat, va Roz mang dén mot chai vang nhe sui tam. Ho dung bita trong phong
an, nhin ra khu vieon nho nhé cé twong bao quanh cung nhitng than day leo
bén xoan vao nhau trdi thanh dong thac xanh lang bong. Roz mat dén hai
tiéng dé xem xét tat ca cac ghi chu va tom tat cho xo Bridget nghe nhitng
diéu co da phat hién.
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V@i d6i ma tng do hon binh thwong, xo Bridget ngoi tram ngam sudt mot
lic lau sau khi Roz n6i xong. Néu c6 nhin thay vét tham tim trén khuén mat
cta co, ba cling khong té ra dé tam. Cudi cung, ba 1én tiéng, “Co biét day, co
gai, phai néi la t6i ngac nhién khi c6 dét ngdt qua quyét rang Olive c6 toi.
Toi khong thay bat ¢t manh moi nao trong nhitng diéu c6 ta ndi lai cé thé
khién co6 sup do niém tin nhw thé.” Ba khé nhwéng may té vé kho hiéu.

“La bdi cach c6 ta mim cuwdi qua xao trd khi n6i minh la nguwdi duy nhat
biét s that,” Roz mét moi dap. “Va to6i cam nhan ré rang cai cam giac kho
chiu khi ta nhan ra minh da pham sai lam. Nhw vay c6 néi 1én dugc diéu gi
khong?”

“Khong han. Olive ma t6i biét Iic nao ciling cé diéu bo xao tra nhw vay ca.
Toi wéc con bé cdi mé vai toi nhw da cdi mad véi c6, nhung t6i sg rang né sé
mai mai coi toi la than hé vé cho nhitng gia tri dao dic. Va vi thé con bé sé
kho thanh that v6i t6i hon.” Ba ngirng lai mot 1at, “Co chac rang cam giac
do6 khong phai chi la cach ¢6 phéan tng trude sy thu dich cta Olive day chi?
Thai do cta ngwoi khac cling quyét dinh cam xtc cda ta danh cho ho. Néu ai
do6 to ra yéu quy ta, thi ta sé dé dang nghi t6t cho ho. Va vi thé nén c6 thay
choang vang khi Olive khong hé gidu giém thién cam danh cho minh qua hai
lan trede, nhwng lai to thai do bat hgp tac vao lan thit ba nay.”

“Co lé vay.” Roz thd dai, “Nhung cling chi c6 nghia la toi da qua ngay
tho, ding nhu moi nguwoi tirng canh bao.”

Pa phan cac pham nhan déu té ra dé chiu vao hau hét cac thoi diém.
Hawksley da néi nhu vay.

“T6i nghi c6 cé thé ngdy tho, nhung ¢6 da kham pha ra nhitng thong tin
ma khong mot chuyén gia nao them ban tam. Sy ngay tho ciing c6 nhitng tac
dung nhat dinh.”

“Nhung né lai hoan toan vo6 dung khi khuyén khich nguoi ta tin vao
nhitng diéu doi trd,” Roz xic dong noi. “To6i da chac chan Olive noéi that vé
vu pha thai, va chinh viéc ay khién t6i cho rang c6 ta vo toi. Mot ngudi tinh
bi mat, hay tham chi mot ké ham hiép,” c6 nhun vai. “Du la ai thi cling sé
tao nén sy khac biét trong vu an. Néu han khong tv tay giét ngwoi, thi han
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cling da kich dong hung tha. Nhung c6 ta da lam t6i chét ditng khi noi rang
vu nao thai chi la doi tra.”

Xo Bridget nhin c6 cham chu trong giay lat, “Nhuwng con bé n6i doi vao
lic nao m@Gi duge chu? Khi ké cho cd vé vu pha thai, hay khi phu dinh
chuyén do?”

“Khong phai hom nay,” Roz tra 10i dit khoat. “Sy phu nhan cta co ta co
nét thanh that ma 16i khang dinh hom treéc khong bao gio c6 dwge.”

“T6i lai thay ban khoan. Pirng quén rang c6 da c6 khuynh huwéng tin
twdng Olive ngay tir dau. Nhung sau ddy, vi tat ca moi ngudi, trir me cla
Geraldine, déu da phu dinh chuyén dé. Thé nén tir squ trong tiém thirc, cod
bat dau suy nghi theo hwéng Olive khong thé c6 moi quan hé thé xac véi
nguoi dan dng nao ca. Y nghi ndy khién c6 nhanh chéng chip nhan nhitng
diéu con bé noi vGi cd6 hom nay la sy that.”

“Chi bai vi diéu do cé ly hon thoi.”

Xo Bridget cudi khiic khich, “Con c6 ly hon néu tin 16i thi tdi cia con bé
la sy that ddy. Tuy nhién, c6 van thdy cé qua nhiéu diém mau thuan, nén da
sinh ra nghi ngd. Con bé ludn néi déi, co cling biét vay ma. Van dé ¢ day la
phai phan dinh dau la sy that trong ca cau chuyén bia dat.”

“Nhung tai sao co ta lai n6i d6i?” Roz hoi, dot nhién tréd nén cau kinh.
“Nhu vay thi duoc 1gi gi co chi?”

“Néu biét dugc tai sao, thi han ching ta da c6 cau trd 10i cho moi viéc.
Con bé no6i déi nhw mot diva tré muon cung c6 hinh anh ctia minh trong mat
nguwoi khac, va bdo vé ban than cung Amber treéc noi that vong chat chira
con gian dit cia ngudi me. Con bé sg bi choi bo. Rot cudc do chinh 1a 1y do
vi sao hau hét chiing ta déu ndi doi. Co 1€, ciing bdi thé ma gid con bé van
tiép tuc noi doi.”

“Nhung Gwen va Amber da chét r6i,” Roz dap. “Khong phai hinh anh cia
co ta cling sup do tan tanh khi c6 ta pht nhan minh titng cé ban trai hay
sao?”

Xo Bridget nhap mét ngum rwgu. Ba khong trad 10i thang cau hoi, “Tat
nhién, c6 thé con bé muon tra thu. Han c6 da nghi dén diéu nay, rang con bé
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coi 6 la ngudi thé choé cho Amber hoac Gwen.”

“Va hay xem két cuc cia ho.” Roz co rum lai, “Tra thu vi cai gi méGi duoc
chi?”

“Vi da khong dén tham con bé. Viéc dé khién n6 buon.”

“Toi c6 ly do chinh dang ma.”

“Han roi.” D6i mat hién tir cia ba dirng lai ¢ vét tham tim trén gwong mat
Roz, “Nhung khong c6 nghia la Olive sé tin co, ma du c6 tin, thi mét tuan
hon gian cling chang dé gi nudt tréi dugce. Co 1€, don gidn la n6 mudn tréu
tirc ¢d bang cach duy nhat c6 thé, do la khién c¢6 dau dén. Va n6 da thanh
cong. Co dang thuc sy dau don.”

“Dung vay,” Roz thira nhan. “Toi dang dau don day. Toi da tin co ta.
Nhuwng t6i mdéi la ngwdi phai chiu dung cam giac bi choi bo, chit khong phai
Olive.”

“Téat nhién. D6 chinh la diéu Olive mudn.”

“Ngay ca va0i cai gia la toi sé ra di va bo roi co ta hay sao?”

“Ca gian mat khon ma, Roz.” Xo Bridget lac dau. “T6i nghiép Olive. N6
han da tuyét vong lam thi m@&i phai dung dén may con buip bé bang dat sét dé
trat gian. T6i khong biét tai sao lai xay ra chuyén nhu vay. Con bé cling rat
cau kinh véi t6i trong may thang gan day.”

“Do cai chét ctia b c6 ta,” Roz noi. “Chang con ly do gi nao khac ca.”

Xo Bridget thd dai, “Cudc doi cta ong ta that lam trai ngang. Thién ha
han sé thac mac khéng hiéu ong ta da lam gi dé phai nhan két cuc ay.” Dot
nhién ba im bat, r6i mot lat mdi tiép, “T6i khong nghi nguwoi dan 6ng gui
nhitng birc thw ay la nguwdi yéu cia Amber. T6i nhé c6 lan da ké véi c6 rang
minh tinh co gap Olive chi it ngay tredc khi xdy ra vu an mang. Toi da ngac
nhién khi thady con bé xinh dep nhu thé. Tat nhién Olive van to béo, nhung
con bé da c6 gang chai chudt an dién nén trong kha xinh dep. Von la mot c6
gai hoan toan khac biét so vGi dam ntt sinh tirng hoc tai truong dong Thanh
Angela, nén su 16t xac ay khong phai dot nhién ma c6. Luon luén phai c6 ly
do nao do, va theo kinh nghiém cua t0i, ly do thuong tr mot nguwoi dan ong.
Va cling can phdi n6i thém vé tinh cach cia Amber. Con bé chua bao gio
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thong minh sang da nhw c6 chi, hon nita lai thiéu sy doc lap va trwdng thanh
cta Olive. Tbi sé rat ngac nhién néu & tudi 21, con bé cé thé duy tri mot méi
quan hé vai ai do trong vong sau thang.”

“Nhung chinh xo da néi dan 6ng c6 thé mang dén sy 16t x4c than ki ma.
Biét dau c6 ay da thay doi vi ban trai.”

“T6i khéng pht nhan, nhung néu ding la ngudi yéu ctia Amber, thi toi co
thé chi ra rang Olive da n6i doi nhitng diéu tiép theo, vi Amber sé ké hét vGi
né, hoac né phai tim cach doc bang duwgc nhitng 1a thw dy. N6 luén soi méi
vao nhitng chuyén khéng phdi ciia minh. No6i ra that xdu ho, nhwng ching t6i
da phai rat can than véi do dac ca nhan khi Olive con hoc trong truong. Vi
du nhu s6 dia chi, hodc nhat ki gi d6, mdy thi¢ ay ludn thu hit né nhw nam
cham vay.”

“Ba Marnie lam viéc & Wells-Fargo nghi rang Gary O’Brien dé y dén
Olive. C¢ Ié cau ta chinh la ga trai ma Olive muon gay chu y.”

“Cé 18 thé.”

Ho ctt thé ngoi im lang mot lic, ngam nhin hoang hon buéng xuéng. Con
meo cai gia ctia xo Bridget nam cudn tron nhw qua béng trong long Roz. Co
lo dang vudt ve con meéo, lam no rén rir riv khoan khodi. D6 la kiéu quan tam
hoi hot hét nhw ¢6 danh cho Quy ba Antrobus. Co6 1am bam, “T6i wdc minh
c6 thé xac nhan xem co ta c6 di pha thai that khong. Nhung t6i chwa bao gio
dwgc phép tiép can ho so y té caa Olive, néu khong duwgc sy dong y cia co
ta, va ro rang la c0 ta sé chang bao gio dong y.”

“Gia st n6 chua bao gio pha thai thi sao? Khong pha thai dau co6 nghia la
khong c6 mot ngwdi dan 6ng nao do tirng xuat hién trong doi.”

“Pung vay,” Roz dong tinh. “Nhuwng twong tuw, néu c6 ta qua that da pha
thai, thi cang dé khang dinh phai c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng nao d6. Néu han ton
tai, toi sé tu tin tién bwdc hon nhiéu.”

Anh mét thdu hiéu cta xo Bridget huéng vé phia c¢6 qua lau, khién cd
khong thoai mai, “Va néu bi thuyét phuc rang con bé khong c6 ban trai, han
co sé ty tin dé tw bo. Roz than mén, t6i nghi c6 nén c6 niém tin doi véi nang
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lyc danh gid nguwoi khac ctia minh. Ching ta cling c6 thé tin vao truc giac
nhuw tin vao nhitng bang chitng da dwgc xac minh vay.”

“Nhung hién tai, tri'c gidc néi véi t6i rang co ta co t6i.”

“0, toi khong nghi thé dau.” Tiéng cudi nhe bang cta ba vang khép cin
phong, “Néu ding thé, han c6 da chang nhoc céng di bay nhiéu doan dwong
dé t6i day noi chuyén vai toi. Co da co thé tdi gap anh trung si than thién
ctia minh. Anh ta s& ting hd quan diém md&i nay cta c6.” Anh mét ba nhu reo
cuwoi, “Ngugce lai, toi la ngwoi ma co tin la da kha nang bién ho cho sy trong
sach cua Olive.”

Roz mim cwadi, “Co nghia la gio xo van nghi ¢6 ta vo t6i?”

Xo Bridget nhin ra ngoai ctta s6. “Khong,” ba thang than dap, “T6i van
phan van.”

“Cam on.” Roz no6i vGi am diéu nang né, “Va xo mong toi gilt vitng niém
tin. Nhuw thé c6 phai hoi mau thuan khong?”

“Rat mau thuan, nhung c6 mdéi la nguwdi dwge chon, Roz a, chit khong
phai t6i.”

Roz vé dén can ho ctia minh ldc gan nita dém. Bién thoai d6 chudng lic co6
buéc vao nha, nhung sau ba hay bon hoi chuéng thi ché do tra 10i tw dong
dwgc kich hoat. Chac 1a Iris. Chang ai khac goi tGi vao cai gio quy quai nay,
ké ca Rupert. Co khong c6 y dinh noi chuyén véi Iris, nhung vi to mo, cd
van an nut trén dién thoai dé lang nghe 16i nhan cta ban.

“T6i ban khoan khong biét c6 dang & dau,” giong Hawksley, liu riu va ué
oai. “T6i da co goi cho c6 su6t may gio lién. Toi say bi ti, c6 gai a, va do la
16i ctia c6. Co qua gay, chét tiét!” Anh ta dot nhién cwoi rac rich, “Toi dang
kho s& 1am day, Roz a. Ca t6i va Olive. Bién r6, ac doc va nguy hiém.” Anh
ta thd dai, ‘““Khap mién Ind, t* Tay sang Bong. Ngoc nao sanh noi béng
hong Rosalind.” R6t cudc cb la ai vay? Nit than bao tng chang? T6i biét co
no6i doi. Co bao co sé dé toi yén.” Sau do la tiéng roi vo, “Chét tiét!” Anh ta
gam lén qua dién thoai, “T6i danh roi cai chai regu chét bam do roi.”
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buwong day ngat.

Roz ty hoi liéu diéu cuwdi nhan nhé cua c6 lic nay c6 ngay ngoc nhu co6
dang cam thdy khong. Co lai chuyén dién thoai vé ché do ty dong va lén
giwvong. Co gan nhw chim vao giac ngt ngay 1ap tirc.

Dién thoai reo lan nita vao 9 gid sang hom sau. “Roz day a?” Lan nay giong
Hawksley tinh tao va canh giac.

“Toi nghe day.”

“Hal Hawksley.”

“Chao anh,” c6 vui vé néi. “T6i khéng biét la anh c6 s6 cta t6i.”

“C0 dwa toi danh thiép ma, nhé khong?”

“A, phai. Téi c6 thé gitip gi cho anh?”

“Hom qua toi da co goi cho c6, va dé lai 1oi nhan nita.”

Co cwoi dap, “Xin 16i, bang ghi am bi hong. Tat cd nhitng gi t6i nghe thay
la may tiéng reé re choi tai.”

CoO nhan ra tiéng thd phao nhe nhom. “Khong cé gi.” Mot thoang im lang,
“Toi chi thac mac lam sao ¢6 c6 thé moi duwgce thong tin tir nha O’Brien.”

“T6i gap ba me, va mat 50 bang, nhung cling dang. HOm nay anh c6 ban
khong? Hay t6i lai dén dé tra tan 16 tai anh nita nhé? T6i can anh gitp vai
viéc, t6i mudn c6é mdot bitrc dnh cta bé Olive va xem ho so' y té cta co ta.”

Anh ta vui vé tra 16i, “Cai thit hai thi khong thé. Olive dwgc quyén xem
ho so d6. Nhung ¢6 thi khong, dot nhap vao nha tu Parkhurst* con dé hon la
dot nhap vao kho dir lifu NHS*. Toi c6 thé kiém dwgc mot birc anh cia
Robert Martin, néu thuyét phuc dugc Geoff Wyatt photo lai mot ban tiv ho
sa.”

“Con anh cua Gwen va Amber? Anh 1ay duwgc ban sao luon ch?”

“Con phaéi xem c6 c6 du diing khi hay khong. Nhitng birc anh duy nhat ma
toi co la hai me trong tao hinh t thi. Co hay lien hé vai luat sw cuia Martin
néu muodn 1ay anh ho khi con séng.”
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“Dwgc, nhung toi van mudn xem anh t thi. T6i sé khong cong bo trai
phép dau,” c6 nhan manh.

“Mudn cong bo cling dau c6 dé. Nhitng ban lwu cta canh sat thwong la
thit toi té nhat co tirng duwgc xem. Néu nha xuat ban cta c6 loai bo duwoc
nhitng yéu to tiéu cuc ra khoi mé do, chac ong ta xitng dang dwoc trao huan
chwong day. T6i sé xem minh c6 thé lam dwgc gi. Khi nao c6 qua day?”

“Chac khoang dau gio chiéu. T6i can di gap mot nguoi trede da. Anh lay
luén cho t6i mot bitc anh cua Olive nhé?”

“Chac la dugc.” Hawksley im lang mot lat, “Nhitng tiéng re ré choi tai
sao? CO c6 chac la minh chi nghe thay vay khong?”
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12

Van phong moi gidi bat dong san Peterson & dai 10 Dawlington c6 mat tién
rat thu hut, véi nhitng tdm anh boéng bay va hadp dan dan trén cira s6 cung
anh den sang rd dé moi goi khach hang. Nhung giong nhu tat ca cac van
phong moi gidi bat dong san khac & trung tam Southampton, béng den ctia
sy suy thodi cling da phu xuéng noi nay. Phu trach bon ban tiép tan la mét
anh chang tré tudi phong do trong c6 vé nan chi khi y thitc dugce rang lai mot
ngay nita qua di ma chang ban dugc ngdi nha nao hét. Khi canh ctta méd ra,
anh ta ditng bat day nhu ro bot, diéu bo twoi vui hén hd, khée miéng né diéu
cwoi chao hang.

Roz lac dau dé gat bo nhitng hi vong hdo huyén cta anh ta. “T6i xin 16i,”
c6 ay nay ndi, “Toi khong dén day dé mua gi ca.”

Anh ta mim cuwoi dé dai, “A, vay dé ban thit gi ching?”

“Cling khong phai.”

“Cling dung.” Anh ta kéo mot cai ghé ra mdgi co6 ngoi, “Hién nay cung
dang vugt cau. Nguoi ta chi ban nha khi chuan bi chuyén di théi.” Anh ta
ngoi lai vao ghé bén kia ban, “T6i giup gi duwgc day?”

Roz dwa danh thiép cho anh ta, “T6i dang tim mot gia dinh c6 ho la
Clarke. Ho da ban nha théng qua Peterson ba hoac bon nam triéc va chuyén
di khéi vung nay. Khong ngwdi hang x6m nao biét ho chuyén di dau va t6i
hi vong dwgc cau cung cap thong tin ay.”

Anh ta nhan mdt, “Bay gio tdi chwa vao Peterson. Pia chi ng6i nha?”

“S6 20, dwong Leven.”

“Chac sé tim dwgc thoi, trie khi da bi cho vao thung rac.” Anh ta nhin vao
chiéc ban trong, “Nhung ti€c la gio khong co ai tiép khach hang thay nén t6i
chang thé tra ctu gitp chi duwgc, phdi téi co. Trir khi...” Anh ta nhin tdm
danh thiép ctia Roz lan nita, “T6i thay chi song ¢ London. Chi da bao gio
nghi dén chuyén mua ng6i nha thit hai & man phia Nam chwa, han chi da 1ap
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gia dinh r6i ding khéng? C6 rat nhiéu nha van séng & d6. Ho thich dugc
lanh minh & nhitng noi yén binh va tinh lang.”

Khée miéng c6 khé nhéch lén.

“To6i con doc than. Va toi tham chi chwa mua can ho nao. Toi & nha thue.”

Anh ta xoay ghé va mé mot ngan kéo & tu ho so phia sau, “Vay dé toi dua
ra mot goi y c6 1gi cho ca d6i bén nhé.” Ngén tay anh ta nhanh nhen lan theo
nhitng tap hé so, chon ra mot xap gidy in, “Chi doc nhitng thi¢ nay di trong
Iic t6i tim thong tin. Néu c6 khach hang vao quay, thi moi ho ngéi va goi toi
nhé. Néu chuong dién thoai reo thi cling goi to6i nhé.” Anh ta hat ham vé
phia ctra sau, “T0i sé dé ctra mé. Chi can goi ‘Matt’ la t6i nghe thay. Bugc
chi?”

“Rat san long,” 6 néi. “Nhwng t6i khong dinh mua nha dau.”

“Khong sao.” Matt budc vé phia canh ctra, “Tuy chi, nhung ¢ d6 c6 mot
can vo cung hgp véi chi. Tén né 1a Vong Bién. O, nhung ditng dé cai tén
danh ltra. To6i sé khong di lau dau.”

Roz ludng ly lat gié nhitng trang gidy nhw thé chi cham vao thoéi ciing da
khién c6 vung tién ra vay. Matt c6 vé xdo quyét cia mot nhan vién bao
hiém. Du gi, c6 cling thdy bu6n cwdi va ty nht vdi ban than, c6 sé khong thé
song & Vong Bién dugc. N6 ggi lién twdng dén nhitng ngdi nha nghi dudng
v6i réem lwdi, va nhitng ba chi miii khoam mac bé doé bang vai nylon, mat
mi kém nhém, ditng dwa vao ctra so tang trét dé thong bao cho khach veé s6
phong con trong.

Cudi cung, c6 cling tim ra Vong Bién & phan cudi danh sach, va tat nhién
thue té€ khac xa twdng twgng. D6 chi 1a mot ngdi nha nho quét véi trang nam
ven bién, can cudi cung trong day bon can lién ké, nam trén mot vach da nho
ra bién gan Swanage & ddo Purbeck. Ngbi nha nho vé6i hai phong chinh tang
mot va hai phong ngu tang hai. Thanh nha. Hap dan. Canh bo bién. C6 liéc
gia.

“Thé nao?” Matt hoi, quay tré lai sau vai phit véi mot tap ho so kep duédi
canh tay, “Chi nghi sao?”
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“Ctt cho la t6i c6 da kha nang mua né di, du thyc té la t6i khong thé, thi
toi nghi minh sé chét céng trong mua dong khi nhitng con gi6 lanh 1éo ngoai
khoi thoi vao, va sé phat dién trong mua hé trueéc lwgng du khach do vé bo
bién. Theo t0 quang cado cia cau, ngoi nha chi cach twong rao c6 mot khoang
san. Chwa ké dén bat tién khi phdi chen chiic v6i nhitng cuw dan khac song &
ba ng6i nha kia ngay nay qua ngay khac, thi t6i cling phai d6i mat vdi vién
canh dang so rang chang sém thi muon, vach da sé 1& ra va mang ca ngoi
nha dat gia cta t6i xuéng bién.”

Anh ta cuoi toe, “T6i biét la chi thich ng6i nha d6. Ban than toi ciing sé
mua ngay lap titc néu khong phai qua xa. Cht can dau tién la mot cap vo
chong gia da nghi huu, hai can ¢ gitta 1a nha nghi duwong, chi c6 nguoi & vao
cudi tuan. Bon ngdi nha nay dugc xdy dung gitta mot khoang dat nhd, cach
xa khoi mép da; va noi that long, dén lic gach nitt v& ra thi nén moéng ciing
chwa thé suy suyén gi. Con vé nhitng con gi6 va du khach, cha, ngoi nha
nam & phia Péng Swanage nén duwgc che chan khéi nhitng tran gié 16n, va
kiéu khach du lich thich di tho than ngam bai bién sé khong lam phién dén
chi dau, don gian la bai khong c6 diém du lich nao gan may ng6i nha, cho
gan nhat cling cach dé hon sau cay so, khong c6 chuyén li tré nao loan hay
bom rugu say khwét di bé dén khu nha chi tim vui dwgc. Vay nén...” Guong
mat tré con cda anh ta gian ra thanh mot diéu cuwdi vo tw, “Van dé con lai chi
la gia ca.”

Roz cwoi khic khich, “Dtng néi vdéi toi rang ngwdi cha cti muon tong khir
ngo6i nha qua r6i nén ho san sang cho khong nhé.”

“Gan nhu la vay. Chuyén lam an cia ho gap phai vai van dé vé tai chinh
va day lai chi la mot ngdi nha nghi duwong. Ho sé giam gia 20 nghin d6 néu
ai do chiu tra tién mat. Chi da kha nang ch?”

Roz nham mat lai va nghi dén 50 phan tram tai sén ¢6 nam git sau vu ly
hon, hién van dang nam trong tai khodn ngan hang.

Minh c6 thé mua ngbi nha nay, c6 nghi. “That ngé ngan,” co noéi, “Toi
khong dén day dé mua gi cad. Con s6 khong nho chiit nao. Va tai sao cac cau
lai dwa ng6i nha d6 vao catalog chir. N6 ¢ qua xa.”
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“Chung t6i ki két thoa thuan song phwong véi cac chi nhanh khac.” Matt
da tha moi thanh cong. Con ca can cau, va gio anh ta sé dé no ty do boi 16i
mot chit. “Dé xem tdp tai liéu nay cho chiing ta biét thong tin gi nhé.” Anh
ta chia né vé phia trudc va mé ra, “S6 20, dwong Leven. Chu s& hitu: Ong
ba Clarke. Gigi thiéu: mudn ban gap, gia ban gém tham va rem. Nguwoi mua
la ong ba Blair. Ngay giao nha: 25/2/1989.” Anh ta ngac nhién, “Ho mua
duwgc voi gia rat ré.”

“N6 bi boé khong su6t mot nam, c6 1é do vay nén gia khong cao. H6 so ¢
nhac dén dia chi chuyén di caa gia dinh Clarke khong?”

Matt doc tiép, “O day c6é noi: ‘Bén ban yéu cau vin phong mdi gidi
Peterson khong tiét 16 bat c¢ thdng tin nao vé noi & méi cua ho.” T6i thac
mac khong biét 1y do 1a gi.”

“Ho xung dot v6i hang x6m,” Roz canh giac che gidu sy that. Co tiép tuc
suy luan, “Nhung ho phai dé lai dia chi chuyén di ch&, néu khong, ho da
chdng yéu cau bén cau gitr kin thong tin d6.”

Matt gié vai trang gidy roi can than dong ho so lai, van gii* mot ngoén tay
dé danh dau, “Chuing ta dang néi dén van dé chuyén nghiép ¢ day, chi Leigh
a. Toi la nhan vién caa van phong Peterson va van phong chung t6i da duoc
yéu cau phdi bdo mat thong tin cua gia dinh ong ba Clarke. Lgi dung long
tin cia khach hang la mot diéu vo cung sai trai.”

Roz ngam nghi trong gidy lat, “C6 van ban chinh thitc nao quy dinh viéc
van phong cac cau phai tuan tht yéu cau cta 6ng ba Clarke khong?”

“Khong.”

“Vay t6i chang thdy moi rang budc nao & day cd. Long tin dau thé trao
gti nhw tai san. Néu c6 thé tuy tién trao di nhw thé thi n6 da chang duoc goi
la 1ong tin nita r6i.”

Matt mim cuwdi, “So sanh thu vi day.”

“Pung vay,” c6 quay lai véi ngoi nha Vong Bién. “Gia st t6i mudn di
xem ngoi nha nay lic 3 gio chiéu, han cau cé thé thu xép cho t6i dugc chi,
dung dién thoai bén kia kia,” c¢6 hat ham vé phia chiéc ban xa nhat. “Trong
lic t6i ¢ day xem thém thong tin vé nhitng ngoi nha khac.”
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“Tat nhién toi c6 thé, nhwng t6i sé phai ganh hau qua cuc ki toi té néu chi
khong gitr 10i.”

“T6i hita v6i cau,” co6 khang dinh. “T6i da noéi thi nhat dinh sé lam.”

Matt ditng 1én, dé tép tai liéu mé trén ban. “T6i sé di goi dién thoai cho
chi nhanh Swanage. Chi sé phai t6i cho ho dé lay chia khoa.”

“Cam on cau.” Co6 dgi dén khi anh ta quay lwng lai, r6i xoay tai liéu vé
phia minh va chép dia chi nha Clarke vao tap gidy ghi chad. Salisbury.

Vai phit sau, Matt quay lai va dwa cho ¢6 ban d6 Swanage c6 danh dau
chit thap vao chi nhanh van phong moi gidi Peterson. “Anh Richards sé doi
chi Iac 3 gio.” V&i mot cai phay tay rat nhe, anh ta déong hé so ctia nha
Clarke lai, “T6i tin chi sé di dén dwgc mot théa thuan doi bén cung cé lgi
v0i anh ta nhu véi toi vay.”

Roz cwoi, “Hi vong la khong, kéo ngay toi nay t6i da tré thanh ké v6 san
mat roi.”

Roz buéc vao nha hang Xoong Chan Tritng theo hanh lang nhé phia sau va
g0 canh ctra bép.

“C0 dén s6m thé,” Hawksley n6i khi mé cira.

“T6i biét, nhung t6i phai c6 mat & Swanage ltic 3 gid chiéu, nén mudn di
som kéo khong kip mat. Anh c6 ban khach khong?”

Hawksley mim cudi yéu 6t, “T6i tham chi con chang buén mé ctra.”

Roz 10 di cau cham biém d6. “Vay thi di vé6i t6i. Tam quén noi nay trong
vong vai gio.”

Hawksley khong thuc sy hitng thu vé6i 101 moi, “Co th gi @ Swanage?”

CO duwa anh xem thong tin vé ngdi nha Vong Bién. “Mot ng6i nha trong
mo nhin ra bién. T6i da hiva sé di xem ng6i nha do va t6i can vai 101 khuyén,
néu khong thi cudi cung t6i sé chdp nhan mua mét thit té hai mat.”

“Vay thi dirng di.”

“T6i phdi di. Pay goi la c6 qua cé lai. Bi véi toi nao,” c6 héi thic. “Va
no6i khong bat cit khi nao t6i dinh néi cé. T6i la chia bi du do béi nhitng 16i
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quang cao dwong mat, va toi van luén mudén dugc song trén mom da trong ra
bién, nuoi thém mot chi ché va di kham pha khap bai bién.”

Anh nhin gi4, r6i t6 mo hoi, “C6 cé du tién khong?”

“Cling twong do6i.”

“Mot co nang giau cd. R rang viét lach 1a mot nghé dé kiém chac.”

“Chang phai dau. Do 1a s6 tién tdi nhan duwgc sau khi da xong viéc thoi.”

“Xong viéc gi?” Anh héi, mat nheo lai.

“Khong quan trong.”

“Co vé cudc song cua co chang c6 gi la quan trong nhi.”

C0 nhun vai, “Tém lai, anh khéng muon di? Cha, ciing chi la y twdng bat
chgt ndy ra thoi. T6i c6 thé ty di mét minh.” Bong nhién, trong co that co
doc.

Anh ngodi ra sau, nhin vé phia nha hang roi dot ngot vGi 1ay do khodc treo
sau canh ctra. “T6i sé di. Nhung t6i sé bi day xudng dia nguc mat néu ngan
c6 lai. Noi nay nghe nhw mot thién duong vay, va 16i khuyén sang sudt nhi
ma me toi tng khuyen la khong bao gio dugc ngang duong gitta mot phu
ntt va thit ¢6 ta muon.” Anh kéo canh ctra va khoa lai.

“Thé con 16i khuyén sang su6t nhat la gi?”

Anh ta than nhién khodac tay Ién vai c6 va dan c6 ra hanh lang. C6 c6 thyc
sw c6 don nhw vé ngoai lic nay khong? Suy nghi ay khién anh sau nao.
“Hanh phiic khéng phai thit ¢6 thé dem ra dua cot.”

“Nghia la gi?”

“Nghia la ching ta phai thyc sy coi trong viéc muwu cau hanh phic. Cude
song con y nghia gi néu ngwoi ta khong vui vé chiy?”

“Thi nguwoi ta phai co tich ditc dé danh cho kiép sau, c6 khi nhitng kiép
nan kho ai lai tot cho tam hon, dai loai thé.”

Hawksley hao hitng dap, “Néu co6 noi vay, hay ching ta di bang xe t6i?
T6i sé cho c6 co hoi dé kiém nghiém ly thuyét ctia minh.” Anh dan c6 tGi
chiéc Ford Cortina c6 16 va m& ctta ghé phy, lam tiéng ban 1é kéu 1én ken
két.
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“Ly thuyét gi?” C6 nép ngudi chui vao véi diéu bo khéng thoai mai lam.

“Co sé sém biét thoi,” anh 1am bam va déng ctta lai.

Ho dén s6m hon ntra tiéng. Hawksley lai xe vao mot bai do6 hwdng ra bién
va xoa xoa tay vao nhau, “Pi nap chit d6 an nhanh di. Ching ta vira di qua
mot clra tiém, va toi thi dang do6i ngdu. Chac tai khong khi trong lanh nén
m&i the.”

Roz tho dau ra ngoai c6 ao khoac, trong hét nhw chiéc dau rua tho ra khéi
mai. CO ti tir tha 16ng ham rang citng ngac va nhin anh bang doi mat mang
hinh vién dan.

“Cai xe c0 16 chét tiét nay c6 chitng chi MOT* khong vay?” Co6 nghién
rang.

“Tat nhién la c6.” Anh dap dap vao vo lang, “Em n6 van chay t6t, chi la
thiéu mot hai 0 kinh gi day théi. Co sé quen vGi n6é ngay ay ma.

“M0ot hai 6 kinh!” Co6 lap bap, “Theo nhw toi thay thi né chang cé 6 kinh
nao hét, ngoai trtr kinh chan gié phia triwéc. Toéi nghi chac minh bi viém phoi
r6i.”

“C6 mot s6 phu nit chang bao gio biét hai long. C6 sé khéng than van dau
néu toi dua c6 dén bo bién vao mot ngay nang dep trén chiéc xe thé thao
mui tran. Co lam bd lam tich nhw vay chang qua bdi né la mét chiéc
Cortina.” Anh cuwdi déu cang, “Cai gi ma kho ai lai t6t cho tdm hon? N6
chang giup gi cho c6 dau, co gai a.”

C0 day manh canh cira kéu cot ket ra xa nhat c6 thé va bo ra khéi xe, “Noi
dé anh biét, Hawksley, hom nay khong phai mot ngay nang dep, va trén thyc
té, chac hom nay la mot ngay thang Nam lanh nhat trong ca thé ki nay cling
nén. Thém nita, néu day thuc sy la mot chiéc mui tran, ching ta da co6 thé
dirng lai dé nang mui xe lén r6i. Nhung chét tiét, tai sao chiéc xe lai khong
c6 kinh thé?”

Anh vong tay quanh nguwdi ¢6 va dan budc vé ctra tiém ban do an nhanh.
“Ai d6 da dap no,” anh thanh that dap. “To6i chang buon thay mdi lam gi, vi
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kha nang cao la chuyén do sé lap lai thoi.”

Co xoa xoa chop miii dé 14y lai nhip thé binh thwong, “T6i nghi chac anh
dang vay nang lai.”

“Néu vay that thi sao?”

Co nghi vé khoan tién tiét kiém van chwra dong dén va khong biét tiéu vao
viéc gi cia minh. “T6i c6 thé gitp anh gidi quyét kho khan,” co6 ngap ngirng
goiy.

Anh chau may, “Cé dang lam ttr thién a Roz? Hay c6 muén thuwong lugng
gl vGi t6i?”

“Khong phai ttr thién,” c6 dap. “Co van tai chinh cua to6i chac sé dién tiét
lam néu toi di lam ti thién.”

Anh lién bé tay xuong va té vé gian dit, “Tai sao dot nhién c6 lai mudn
giup t6i? Co chang biét cai coc gi veé t6i ca.”

Co nhtn vai, “T6i biét anh dang chim trong viing bun, Hawksley a. Va t6i
muon kéo anh ra khéi d6. Nhw thé khong dugce a?” C6 tiép tuc budc di.

Hawksley di sau c6, cach mot hai budc chan. Anh ty raa xa ban than. Sao
anh lai ngu ngoc dén mitc lo la canh giac treéc mot phu nit trong c6 vé cbd
don ch&? Nhuwng tat nhién, sy c6 don luon dé dang khoi goi niém cam
thong. Han trong qua khi, cling tirng c6 nhitng Iic anh khéng thay cd don,
nhung gid thi anh chang thé nhé noéi nita.

Roz khong gidu noi sy yéu thich véi ngdi nha, du da c6 che day bang mot
nu cuwdi tho o lanh dam. Co6 tron mat ngam nhin khung canh qua 6 ctta so6 hai
16p kinh, va bat dac di thi nhan rang, ding, c6 da luon thich cé 16 swdi md,
va dung, c6 rat bat ngd trudc kich thwdc cac phong. C6 von nghi chiing nhé
hon nhiéu. C6 ngo6 ra khu vwon ngoai hién va xuyt xoa tiéc nuoi khi do
khong phéi 1a mot nha kinh. R6i ¢6 c6 gang gidu sy hitng thi ctia minh dang
sau cap kinh ram va xem xét mot chai nha nho phu day hoa hong von duoc
ngwoi chu hién tai bo tri nhw mét phong ngu thit ba, nhwng c6 cé y twdng sé
bién né thanh phong lam viéc lic can thiét.

Hawksley va Richards ngoi trén ghé tia bang thép dat ngoai khung cira so6
kiéu Phép, thi thodng trao doi vai cau va quan sat co6. Hoan toan dau hang
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trie@c nhitng cau tra 10i coc can cua Hawksley, nhung Richards da danh hoi
dwgc mot vu lam an béo bd, du kha nang che gidu sy phan khich cua
Hawksley tot hon nhiéu so véi Roz.

Anh ta ditng lén khi Roz da xem xét xong, va kéo ghé cho c6 ngoi cung
v6i nu cudi xoa, “Co 1€ t6i nén dé cap dén diéu nay, thwra co Leigh, dé la cha
nha sé xem xét ban lai toan b6 do6 dac cung ngoi nha, tat nhién v&i mot cai
gia hop ly nhat cho ca hai bén. 6 dac trong nha nay déu dwoc st dung chuwa
qua bén nam, va hau nhw khéng hé huw hong hay xwdc xat, vi day chi la nha
nghi dudng.” Anh ta liéc nhin dong ho deo tay, “Hay la t6i sé cho cac vi
muoi lam phit dé ban bac nhé? Trong ltic do, t6i sé di dao quanh vach da.”
Anbh ta lich sy khép ctra lai r6i ra ngoai.

Roz g& kinh xuéng va nhin Hawksley. P6i mat co lap lanh vui thich hét
nhv mét dia tré, “Anh nghi thé nao? Ca do dac nita. Khong phai qua tuyét
VOi sao?”

Po6i moi anh vo tinh mim lai. Liéu c6 phai la dong kich khong? Néu ding
thi co dién dat qua. “Con tuy xem c¢6 mudn mua dé lam gi.”

“Pé song,” cd noi, “Lam viéc & day sé thodi mai biét bao.” Co6 nhin vé
phia bién, “T6i ludn yéu tiéng séong vo.” Co6 quay sang anh, “Anh nghi sao?
Toi c6 nén mua khong?”

Anh to mo, “Y kién cta t6i lidu c6 thay déi duwgc gi khong?”

“Cé the.”

“Tai sao?”

“Bai ly tri mach bédo t6i rang dong y mua ngdi nha nay sé la mét quyét
dinh dién r6. N6 qua xa trung tam, va gia thi qua dat vdi 16i kién tric chi cé
hai tang, moi tang hai phong thé nay. Con day cach dau tw tién bac hiéu qua
hon.” C6 quan sat vé mat khong chut thay doi ctia anh va ty héi tai sao 10i
dé nghi lic trwde caa co lai khién anh khé chiu dén thé. That 1a mot nguai la
lung, c6 nghi tham. Nhuwng anh cling kha dé gan, chi can c6 tranh dé cap dén
Xoong Chan Tritng la duoc.

Anh nhin qua vai co, hwéng vé phia dinh vach da. Richards dang ngoi dé
va im lang hat thuoc. “Mua di. Co c6 dua tién ma.” Khuon mat G rii cia anh
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gian ra thanh mot nu cwoi, “Mao hiém mot chit. Lam diéu gi d6 c6 luon
muon lam dy. John Masefield da n6i sao nhi? ‘“T6i lai muon ra khoi, nghe 16i
con song hat. Theo tiéng goi cudng dién, don gian, chang thé chéi tir.” Vay
nén cit song trén mom da canh bién di va dao khap bai cat cung chi ché cua
c6. Nhu t6i da noi day, giong nhw thién dwong vay.”

CO mim cwoi, doi mat sam mau lap lanh niém vui, “Nhung van dé cua
thién dwong la n6 qua buon chan, bdi thé khi ‘con ran’ mot mat xuat hién,
Eva da vo cung thém muén dwgc ném th trdi cdm.” Khi cuwoi, Hawksley
bién thanh mot ngwoi khac han. Co6 liéc sang, anh thuce sw rat than thién,
nhiét tinh, vui tinh. Va néu nha hang dat khach, han anh c6 thé chu tri nhitng
budi tiéc dac sac. C6 danh bao dap, “Hay dé toi giup anh. Néu ¢ day thi toi
c6 don lam. Boé ra ca dong tién dé doi 14y sy c6 quanh thi hoi c6 y nghia gi
chua?”

Dot nhién, anh nham mat lai, “Co6 thwe s khong phai lo nghi dén tién bac,
ding khong? Chinh xac thi c6 dang muon ggi y diéu gi? Mudn mua lai nha
hang? Hay hop tac lam an? R6t cudc la cai gi?”

Chua o1, anh ta that dé méch long. Vay ma lan trueéc anh ta da tirng 1én an
c6 nita ch. “Co6 van dé gi khong? Téi dang dé nghi kéo anh ra khéi viing
lay.”

Anh nheo mat, “Piéu duy nhat ma co biét ro vé toi, Roz a, la nha hang
cta t6i sap pha san. Tai sao mot phu nit théng minh nhw ¢6 lai muén ném
tién vao cho da tirng that bat chia?”

That ra la vi sao? Co sé khong bao gio cé thé giai thich dwoc viéc do véi
co van tai chinh ctia minh, vi anh ta luén cho rang cach séng khon ngoan la
han ché t6i da rdi ro, thu chi can doi, va 1én ké hoach st dung lwong bong
hop ly. Tham chi c6 phai néi thé nao day? “Charles a, c6 mot ngudoi dan
ong, moi lan nhin thay anh ta la t6i lai thay ghen ti. Nhung anh ta la mot dau
bép qua xudt sac, qua yéu nha hang ctia minh va t6i chang thdy cé ly do gi
dé nha hang ay bi pha sén ca. T6i c6 cho anh ta vay tién nhung lan nao anh
ta cling vitt tra vao mat t6i.” Co sé noi vay sao?
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CoO vat tii xach 1én vai. “Théi quén di,” c6 n6i. “That dau dau. Du t6i
chang hiéu vi sao nita.”

Roz dinh ditng 1én nhung Hawksley da nam chat 1ay c6 tay c6 va gilt co
ngoi lai trén ghé, “Pay c6 phai la mot am muwu khac khong, Roz?”

Co tring trirng nhin anh, “Anh dang lam t6i dau day.”

Anh dot ngot tha tay co ra.

“Anh dang noi vé chuyén gi vay?” Co6 xoa nan co tay.

“C0 quay lai.” Anh dwa hai tay dién cuong cha 1én mat nhw thé dang vo
cung dau don. “Tai sao c6 c quay lai vay?”

Roz noi gian, “Badi anh da goi dién cho t6i. Néu khong thi t6i cling chang
quay lai lam gi cd. Chua oi, anh that kiéu ngao. Kiéu ngwoi nhw anh gitra
London nay nhiéu nhu cé giu.”

Anh nheo mat ra vé nguy hiém, “Vay hay dé nghi cho ho muon tién di.
Va dirng ra vé ha c6 véi t6i lam gi.”

Khong noi thém 10i nao v6i nhau, ho chao tam biét Richards, hita hao
rang sé goi lai vao ngay mai va lai xe theo con dwong nhé doc bo bién,
huwéng vé Wareham. Hawksley chi tap trung vao viéc lai xe, thi thodng
nguwdc nhin nhitng dam may den dang tu lai trén troi va dé y giam toc &
nhitng doan duong tron trugt. Roz cling im lang vi bi bua vay badi su thu
dich giéng nht mot con bao nhiét dgi dot nhién do bo vao dat lién.

Hawksley bong cam thdy cau gidn v6 c@, va anh biét diéu d6, nhung ro6
rang, muc dich cda chuyén di nay la dé kéo anh ra khéi Xoong Chan Tring.
Va Chua 0i, Roz méi phu hgp lam sao. C6 c6 tat cd moi thit: ngoai hinh,
khiéu hai hwdc, tri thong minh, va vira khéo yéu duoi dé khoi goi tinh than
hiép si ngu ngdc cua anh. Nhung anh da goi dién cho c6. May la thdng dan,
Hawksley! Du sao thi c6 ta ciing sé quay lai. Phdi c6 ai dé nghi may nhdn
ldy so tién bdn thiu dy chi?.

Chét tiét! Anh dam tay vao vo lang va pha tan sy yén lang, “Tai sao co lai
muon t6i di cung c6?”

“Anh dugc tw do quyét dinh ma,” c6 cham choc. “Anh dau nhat thiét phai
di.”
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Khi ho t¢i Wareham, trdi bat dau mwa. Nhitng giot nwdc mua xién chéo
vao xe qua nhitng 6 ctra trong khong.

“Q, tuyét!” Roz kéo 4o khoac 1én qué c6, “Mot cai két hoan hao cho mot
ngay hoan hao. T6i sé wét sting mat. Lé ra toi nén ty di bang xe ctia minh.”

“Thé tai sao c6 khong lam thé? Tai sao lai kéo t6i vao chuyén vo bo nay?”

“Tin hay khong tuy anh,” Roz lanh lung dap. “T6i chi c6 giip anh théi.
T6i nghi sé t6t hon cho anh néu rdi khoéi nha hang mot hai gid dong ho.
Nhung t6i da nham. i xa tham chi con khién anh dé n6i néng hon.”

Hawksley ngoat vao khic quanh qua nhanh khién Roz dap ngudi vao ctra
sO, phan sat ma crom & khung quét vao lam xuwéc chi€c 4o khoac da. “Vi
Chua!” C6 cau kinh kéu lén, “Cai 4o nay dang gia ca gia tai day.”

Anh tap ngay vao lé dwong, banh xe kéu rin rit. “Dugc roi,” anh gam g,
“Pé xem ching ta c6 thé lam gi dé bao vé n6.” Anh vuon tay qua ngwoi co
dé lay mot tap ban do tir hoc dung do.

“Cai do thi gitp dugc gi?”

“N6 sé cho co biét nha ga gan nhat & dau.” Anh lat nhanh may trang, “Co
mot ga & Wareham va tuyén dudng chay tdi Southampton. Téi noi r6i c6 co
thé bat taxi quay lai cho dé xe.” Anh rit vi ra, “Ngan nay chac la du dé c6 di
duwong.” Anh tha mot t0 20 bang vao long cd roi lai vong xe ra giita duong,
“N6 & ngay bén phai vong xuyén tiép theo.”

“Anh t@ té that ddy, Hawksley a. Me anh khéng day anh vai cau cham
ngon ve cach cw xtr véi phu nit va cudc song a?”

“Pirng c6 ty rwdc hoa vao than nhw thé.” Anh gam g, “Bay gio t6i sap
noi dién roi va choc tic toi thi chang nhan dugce két cuc tot dep dau. Toi da
phai chiu dyng nam nam hon nhan chi dé nhan vé nhitng 16i can nhan truéc
bat cit diéu gi t6i lam, va t6i khong dinh ldp lai chuyén d6 dau.” Anh lai dén
tredc nha ga. “Vé nha di,” anh mét moi dwa tay 1én vudt mat. “Toi dang
muon giup co day.”

Roz dat dong 20 bang 1én tap 16 va véi lay tdi xach. “Pwoc théi. Toi nghi
ding la thé r6i. Néu vg anh c6 thé vigt qua duwge nam nam thi at han cé ay
phai 1a mét vi thanh song.” C6 day canh cira xe kéu ken két r6i tir tr dong
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no6 lai. C6 cidi ngwoi va nhin qua cia so, chia thang ngén tay giita 1én troi,
“Di ma ty swéng, trung si a. Co 1€ dé la cach duy nhat c6 thé khién anh thay
dé chiu hon ddy. Va chdp nhan thuc té di, sé chang c6 ai khac du tot v4i anh
dau.”

“Chac la vay day, co Leigh a.” Anh cdc 16c gat dau chao tam biét, roi bé
1ai thanh hinh chit U. Bong 20 bang bay khdi ctta s, roi xuéng ranh nuwéc.

Vé t6i Dawlington, Hawksley w6t nhep va lanh ngat. Con gian ngun ngut
chang dwoc xoa diu chiit nao khi nhin thdy xe Roz van dau & cudi duong hét
nhv lic trva. Anh nhin qua xe vé phia ctta sau ctia Xoong Chan Tritng ndm
gitta hai toa nha. Chot ctra v& tan. Oi, Chta oi! Cb ta da cai bay anh. Dot
nhién, anh nhan thitc ré rang tinh canh c6 doc va réu ra cua minh. Hoéa ra
anh khong mién nhiém v&i moi thi nhw anh van nghi. Nhung r6i noi thoi
thic hanh dong da khién anh tran tinh lai.

Con gian dir khang khiép khién anh chang thé suy nghi thau su6t hay
canh giac diéu gi. Anh chay nhu bay t&i, dap tung canh ctta, lién tuc ddm da
ma chang thém dém xia gi dén nhitng cu danh giang vao canh tay va vai
minh. R6 rang anh chi mu6n khién nhitng ké khon nan kia phai tra gia.

Ba muoi phtt sau, Roz t6i noi. Mot tay co cam chat dong 20 bang w6t sting
cta Hawksley va tay kia la mot 1a thw de doa day nhitng 10i 1€ khung khiép.
Co khong tin néi vao mat minh. Can bép hét nhw khung canh & tha dé Beirut
sau chién tranh. Moi thit tan hoang d6 nat. Ban bi 1at nhao, nam chénh énh
canh 16 nwéng, hai chan gay lia. Ghé v& tan tanh. Manh sit va kinh v rai rac
khap noi. Tu lanh d6 nghiéng, ctra mé& toang, va tv do, sita cung d6 dong
lanh chdy tran nhw sudi trén nén gach. Co 4p hai ban tay dang run ray lén
moi. Pay do, titng vét mau dé hoa lan vao dong sita tao thanh mau hong
nhat.

Co nhin tran tran vao hanh lang, nhung khong thdy ai cd. Co phdi lam gi
day? “Hawksley!” C6 goi, nhung giong khan ddc, nghe chi nhw tiéng thi
tham. “Hawksley!” C6 thét l1én giita khong gian im ang. Mgt am thanh phat
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ra ti phia bén kia canh ctra xoay dan vao nha hang. C6 nhét 1a thr va to tién
vao tdi do r6i cam mot cai chan ban va tién tdi canh ctra. “T6i da goi canh
sat r6i,” co la Ién, giong run ray vi s¢ hai. “Ho dang trén duwong dén.”

Canh cira bat md, Hawksley xuat hién véi mot chai riegu. Anh hat ham veé
cai chan ban, “Co dinh lam gi vGi tht d6?”

Co ha tay xuodng, “Anh dién roi sao. Chinh anh dap pha cho nay a?”

“Trong toi giong kiéu ngwdi thich lam thé 1am ha?”

“Olive m@i lam vay.” C6 nhin anh chong choc, “No6i dién 1én va dap pha
phong 6c, ném tat ca dac quyén ctia minh ra ngoai ctta s6.”

“Co dang n6i nham r6i.” Anh tim thdy hai chiéc ly trong chan bat van con
nguyén ven va rot regu ra, “Day.” P6i mat sam mau cta anh cham chd quan
sat co, “Co da goi canh sat chwa?”

“Chwa.” Rang co va lap cap vao ly rwgu, “T6i nghi néu tén trdm con &
trong nha thi han sé chay trén néu nghe t6i no6i thé. Tay anh dang chay mau
kia.”

“T6i biét.” Anh ldy cai chan ban ra khoi tay c6 va dat né 1én trén 10
nuwéng, roi 16i chiéc ghé duy nhat con lanh 1an ra ti sau canh ctra va dn co
ngoi xuong, “Néu tén trom chay theo huéng nay, co sé lam gi?”

“Panh han, t6i nghi thé.” No6i s¢ hdi cua c6 dan voi bét, “Co phéi anh
nghi viéc nay chinh la do t6i dan xép khong?”

“Pung.”

“Chua oi!” Co6 khong biét phai néi gi nita, chi ditng d6 lang nhin anh tim
choi va bat dau quét don dong hon don vé mot goc, “Khong phai anh nén dé
thé sao?”

“Pé lam gi?”

“Cho canh sat dén.”

Anh to mo nhin c6, “Co noi minh chwa goi canh sat co ma.”

Co c6 gang sap xép lai moi chuyén trong vai gidy, réi dat ly regu xuéng
san, “Diéu nay qua stc chiu dwng cua t6i r6i.” Co 1dy dong 20 bang tw tii do
ra, nhung van gitt lai 14 thw, “T6i chi quay lai dé dwa cai nay cho anh thoi.”
Roz gio to tién ra va ditng 1én. “Xin 16i anh,” c6 gwgng cwoi hoi 16i.
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“Vi diéu gi?”

“Vi da lam anh gian. C6 vé dao gan day t6i c6 biét tai khién nguwdi khac
noi dién.”

Anh budc lai phia co dé 1ay to tién, dot ngot khyng lai triéc anh mat canh
giac cua co.

“Chua o1, c0 nghi la do toi lam sao?”

Nhung c6 da quay got budc ra hanh lang. Pong 20 bang, mét 1an niva lai
roi cham cham.
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13

bém hom dé gidc nga cta Roz chap chon ngat quang bdi nhitng gidc mo
hon don. Olive cam riu, chdt cai ban an thanh titng manh nhé. Té6i khong
nghi la chi dam... N6 khong dé nhuv trén ti vi dau. Nhitng ngén tay cta
Hawksley nam chat c6 tay c6, gwong mat anh han hoan vui swéng hét nhw
anh trai co khi bau tay tréu em gai hoi con nhd. Chila oi, c6 nghi la do toi
lam sao... Olive dung dua trén gia treo c6, gwong mat xam ngoét nhw bun
nhdo. C6 khéng hé thdy bdn khodn khi trd mét nguoi nhuw thé vé vdi cong
dong sao... Mot thay tu v6i doi mat caa xo Bridget. Thdt tiéc khi chi khéng
phdi la tin d6 Cong gido. Chi cé thé dén xung tdi va sé thdy nhe nhém
ngay... C6 cir dé nghi dua tién cho t6i... Ludt phdp thdt té hai... Co da goi
canh sat chua. ..

Roz thitc day lic sang sém bdi tiéng chuong dién thoai reo ngoai phong
khach. Pau c6 ong ong. C6 chdp 1ay 6ng nghe dé ngat tiéng chudng, “Ai goi
day?”

“Cha, 10i chao méi ngot ngao lam sao,” Iris nhan xét. “Cé chuyén gi
vay?”’

“Chang gi ca. Cau muon gi?”

“Hay minh tat may nhé.” Iris diu dang dap, “Ro6i nita tiéng nita minh sé
goi lai, khi cau da nhé ra, minh la ban cau chit khong phai con ch6 ghé nao
do6 vira can nat giay cua cau?”

“Xin 16i. Tai cau danh thitc minh. T6i qua minh ngt khong dwgc ngon
gidc.”

“Um, minh vira dugc bién tap vién cta cau nai ni hen gip, va dé khong
phdi mot cudc hen an t6i binh thuwong dau. Anh ta muon biét khi nao cudn
sach hoan thanh.”

Roz nhan mat dap, “Minh van chwa viét ti gi ca.”
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“Vay tot hon hét 1a cau nén bat dau di, ban yéu quy a, béi minh vira néi
v&i anh ta rang cudn sach sé duwgc hoan thanh trwéc Giang sinh.”

“Q, Iris, vi Chiia. Chi con sau thang nita thdi va minh van chwa tién thém
dwgc budc nao ké tir 1an gan nhat ndi chuyén véi cau. Ctt moéi khi minh dé
cap dén vu giét ngudi, Olive lai dot nhién im bat. Sy that la minh...”

“Bay thang,” Iris ngat 10i. “TGi gdp va moi thong tin & cho ga canh sat lau
ca kia di. Anh ta trong c6 vé kha dang sg, néen minh ca anh ta da ép Olive
phai nhan tdi. Canh sat toan lam thé ca. Vi nhw vay sé c6 1gi cho ho, ti 1€ s6
vu bat gilt thanh cong tdi pham sé tang 1én ay ma. Tt khoa chinh la nang
suat, ban hién a, tir d6 vira hay lai dang tam thoi thiéu vang khai tir dién cta
cau day.”

Ba Clarke lang nghe bai gigi thiéu cua Roz vé cudn sach sdp viét, biéu
cam vo cung kinh hai, “Lam sao c6 tim dugc ching t6i?” Roz nhitng tuwéng
ba ta chi ngoai nam muwoi hodc vira budc sang tudi sau muoi chit khong nghi
ba ta lai gia dén thé. Ba ta phai gan bang tudi 6ng Hayes, va hon tudi Robert
va Gwen Martin néu ho con song.

“Cling khong kho 1am,” ¢6 noi.

“T6i da rat sg hai.”

D6 la mot cau trd 10i la lung, nhung Roz bd qua. “Toi c6 thé vao nha
khong a? Sé khong mat nhiéu thdi gian ctia ba dau, téi hita.”

“T6i khong thé néi chuyén véi 6. Toi @ nha mot minh. Edward dang di
mua sam.”

“Lam on, ba Clarke,” Roz nai ni, giong moi mét thay r6. C6 phdi mat hai
tiéng rudi lai xe méi téi duge Salisbury va tim thay ngoi nha. “T6i da di mot
quang duong rat xa dé gap duoc 6ng ba.”

Ba ta dot nhién mim cwoi va kéo md canh cirta, “Me vao di. Vao di.
Edward con lam banh nita. Chac anh ay sé kinh ngac 1am khi thdy me dén
choi.”

Roz béi réi chau may va buwéc vao bén trong, “Cam on ba.”
“Me nh@ Pussy chit?” Ba ta vay tay vé phia mot con méo gia dang nam
cuén minh bén 10 swédi, “Hay sau nay con m@i dén n6 vé ay nhi? Dao nay
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con dang tri lam, me biét ma. Chuing ta ngoi trén ghé dai di. Edward! Mary
dén choi nay.”

Khong cé tiéng tra 10i.

“Edward vira di mua sam roi,” Roz nhac.

“A, phai roi.” Ba Clarke béi réi nhin Roz, “Tdi c6 quen cd khong?”

“T6i la mot nguwoi ban cua Olive.”

“Toi la mot ngwoi ban cta Olive,” ba ta nhai lai. “T6i la mot nguwoi ban
cta Olive.” Ba ta budng minh xuéng sofa, “Ng6i di. Edward da lam banh
day. Toi nhd Olive. Ching toi titng hoc cung treong. Co ay cé hai bim téc
dai ma may di¥a con trai rat thich giat. Nghich nggm hét sitc. Khong biét gio
ho thé nao r6i.” R6i ba ta lai nhin Roz, “T6i c6 quen c6 khéng?”

Roz ling ting ngbi xudng ghé, ty van lwong tam liéu c6 nén do hdi mot
ba ldo gia ca yéu dudi da 1am cam hay khong. “T6i la mot nguwdi ban cta
Olive Martin.” C6 ggi y, “Con gai nha Gwen va Robert Martin.” D€ y thay
doi mat xanh dwong v6 hon chang cé phan tng gi, c6 thd phao nhe nhom.
Néu ba ta chang y thitc n6i van dé nay thi nhitng cau hoi ctia c6 khong xam
pham gi dén cac gia tri dao ditc ca. C6 mim cuwdi khich 1€, “Ké cho t6i nghe
di. Ba c6 thich song ¢ day khong?”

Cudc tro chuyén that kho khan, day nhitng khodng lang, nhitng cau thoai
lap di lap lai nhw tung kinh, va ca nhitng thong tin mo ho ma Roz phai rat
vat va méi lan theo dwgc. Pa hai lan c¢6 phai danh lac hwéng ba Clarke khi
ba ta dot nhién nhan ra c6 la ngudi la, vi sg néu ra vé thi co6 sé khong thé
quay lai néi chuyén véi Edward dugc nita. Co tw hoi 6ng ta phai déi mat vai
chuyén nay ra sao. Ngwoi ta cé thé ti€p tuc yéu mot cai xac vo hon hay
khong khi tinh yéu ay khéng duwgce dén dap ma cling chang dugc ghi nhan?
Nhitng gidy phut tinh tdo c6 dang dé ngudi ta don phwong tham lang nhuw thé
mai khong?

Co nhin di nhin lai tdm anh cwdi dat trén mat 1o swdi. Dwa theo tudi cua
c6 dau chu ré, c6 vé ho lay nhau kha mudn, do bon muoi, va 6ng ta da rung
gan hét toc. Ba Clarke c6 vé gia hon chong mét chit. Nhwng ho ditng canh
nhau, cwdi rang r& nhin vao o6ng kinh, hai con ngwdi hanh phiic, khée manh,
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khong mang dén thé gidi xung quanh, va khong hé biét rang ba ta dang
mang trong minh mam moéng cta can bénh mat tri nhé. That doc ac khi dwa
ra phép so sanh, nhung Roz khong thé ngan minh lam thé. Khac xa mot phu
nit khée khoan, yéu doi va tran tré sitc song trén tdm anh, ba Clarke gio day
chi con 1a mo6t cai bong vo hon va run ray. Roz ty héi liéu dé c6 phai la
nguyén nhan khién Edward gan bé v6i Robert Martin? Toan b cau chuyén
that dang buon.

Cudi cung, tiéng chia khoéa lach cach vang 1én ngoai ctra, hinh nhw c6 ca
tiéng mwa loi 10p dop xuong mat dat kho cing.

“Mary dén tham chuing ta.” Ba Clarke vui vé noéi khi 6ng chong buéc vao
phong. “Chung t6i dang dgi an banh day.”

Roz ding 1én va chia tdim danh thiép vé phia ong ta. “To6i da tw giGi
thiéu,” co khé noi, “Nhung c6 vé sé t6t hon néu cit vo la Mary.”

Edward Clarke ciling da gia, dau hdi trang, nhung van c6 thé ditng thang
vai. Trong ong ta cao hon han ba vo lic nay dang ram ré trén sofa, ty lam
bam ma&t minh va c6 tranh xa ong ta vi dot nhién cam thay sg¢ hai. Roz ban
khoan, liéu da bao gio 6ng ta ndi dién vdi vg hay chua.

“Thue sy toi khong hay dé ba &y mot minh,” 6ng ta giai thich nhw thé bi
co két toi. “Nhwng van can mua sam chit. Ai ndy déu ban ron ca va that
khéng cong bang néu cit nhd hang x6m mai.” Ong ta 14y tay vuét mai dau
da hoi troc va doc tam danh thiép. “T6i lai twédng co6 lam bén Cong tac Xa
hoi,” 6ng ta ndi, 1an nay la dé két t6i co, “Nha van sao? Chung t6i khong can
nha van. Mot nha van thi giap ich gi cho chung toi chit?”

“Toi dang hi vong ong gitp t6i.”

“T6i chang biét gi vé viét lach ca. Ai n6i vdi c6 veé toi vay?”

“Olive.” Ba Clarke néi, “Co ay la ban ctia Olive.”

Ong ta bang hoang. “Oi, khong!” Ong ta kéu 1én, “Khong, khong, khong,
co phai di khoi day. Toi sé khong dao bai lai chuyeén ct dau. That qua dang.
Lam sao c0 lay dugc dia chi cua t6i?”

“Khong, khong, khong,” ba vo nhai lai. “That qua dang. Khong, khong,
khong!”
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Roz nin thé va dém dén mudi, ban khoan khong biét sy hoa nha hay tinh
tw chi cia c6 sé boc hoi trwde. “Lam sao ong c6 thé chiu dung noéi cudc
song nhw thé nay?” Loi 1é c& thé vo tinh tubn ra ti*t miéng co, hét nhw ba
Clarke khi ndy, “T6i xin 16i.” C6 thoang thay sw cang thang trén gwong mat
ong ta, “T6i that tho 16 qua.”

“Khi chi c6 hai ching t6i v&i nhau thi moi chuyén khéng dén noi té lam.
Tbi chi can 16 di 1a dugc.” Ong ta thd dai, “Tai sao ¢ lai dén day? Toi cit
nghi da bo tat ca lai phia sau. Toi chang thé lam gi cho Olive dau. Robert da
tirng co gang gitp nhung co ta con khong thém chap nhan. Tai sao co ta lai
bdo co6 dén day?”

“That qua dang!” Ba vo lam bam.

“Olive khong bdo, ma la tw t6i tim dén. Nghe nay,” c¢6 néi va nhin ba
Clarke. “C6 cho nao dé néi chuyén riéng khong?”

“Chang c6 gi dé noi ca.”

“Co6 day, ong la ban cta Robert. Han 6ng phai biét r6 vé gia dinh ay hon
bat ci¥ ai. T6i dang viét mot cudn sach,” c¢6 nhd lai nhitng 16i gidi thich véi
ba Clarke. “Va t6i khong thé hoan thanh néu khong ai noi cho t6i biét vé
Gwen va Robert.”

Cb lai khién 6ng ta chodng vang lan nita. “Lii phéng vién ché ma!” Ong
ta vang tuc, “T6i chang viéc gi phai lam theo y c0 ca. Di khoi day ngay, néu
khong t0i sé goi canh sat.”

Ba Clarke thut thit khoc vi s¢ hai. “Dung goi canh sat. Khong, khong,
khong. Toi s¢ canh sat.” Ba ta nhin cham cham vao vi khach, “T6i s¢g canh
sat.”

Ata c6 1y do, Roz tw hoi phai ching vu giét ngwdi da khién ba gia trd nén
quan tri? C6 phai ciing la 1y do khién ho chuyén di? C6 cam cdp tap va tdi
xach len, “To6i khong phai la phong vien ché ma, ong Clarke a. To6i chi dang
co gitp Olive thoi.”

“V6 vong roi.” Ong ta nhin ba vg, “Olive da hity hoai moi thit.”

“T6i khong nght thé.”

“Lam on di di.”
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Dot nhién, giong noi the thé cta ba Clarke xen vao gitta hai nguoi ho.
“T6i khong hé nhin thdy Gwen va Amber vao ngay hom do,” ba ta kéu 1én ai
oan. “Toi da noi doi. Toi da noi doi, Edward a.”

Ong ta nham mat lai, “Chda 0i,” 6ng ta 1dm bam, “T6i dd lam gi dé dén
nong noi nay?” Loi néi chat chita sy kho chiu va phan uat.

“H6m nao co?” Roz nhan manh.

Nhung gidy phiit minh man ay, néu né thue sw ton tai, cling da tréi di mat.

Cam giac khé chiu va ca diéu gi d6 khac nita thodng qua gwong mat
Edward Clarke. Phai chiang d6 la sy nhe nhom? “Ba ay lu lan r6i,” ong ta
bdo Roz. “Tri 6c ba ay chang con phan biét gi nita. C6 dirng tin 161 ba ay.
TGi sé tién c6.”

Nhung Roz khong nhiic nhich. “Ngay nao vay, ba Clarke?” C6 nhe nhang
héi lai.

“Cai ngay canh sat dén. T6i da ndi la to6i nhin thdy ho nhung sy that
khong phai vay.” Ba ta chau may vé lung ting, “Toi c6 quen co khong?”

Ong Clarke tho bao tém 14y canh tay Roz va kéo c6 vé phia ctia trudc.
“Ra khéi nha t6i ngay.” Ong ta néi gian dung dung, “Chiing t6i khé s& vi gia
dinh nha ay nhw vay con chwa da hay sao?” 6ng ta lang c6 ra ngoai duong
va dong sam ctra lai.

Roz tram ngam xoa nan canh tay. Du tudi da cao, nhung Edward Clarke
thue sy khoe manh hon vé bé ngoai rat nhiéu.

Co6 dam chiéu suy nghi suot doc duwong lai xe vé nha. Co lai thady minh
luwdng ly gitta tin va khong tin, hét nhw doi vai Olive. Nhitng diéu ba Clarke
noéi cé6 phai s that khong? Ba ta thuc sy da néi doi canh sat vao ngay hom
do6 hay chang qua chi la chitng mat tri khién ba ta Id lan? Néu dung la ba ta
néi doi, liéu diéu do thay doi duoc gi khong?

Roz nhé lai lic minh & trong gian bép ctia nha hang Xoong Chan Tring,
lang nghe Hawksley néi vé bang chitng ngoai pham ctia Robert Martin,
“Chung t6i cling dat gia thiét rang ong ta giét Gwen va Amber trudc khi di
lam, va Olive da chat xac ho dé bao vé 6ng ta, nhung cac con s6 khéng ting
ho gia thuyét nay. Tham chi, 6ng ta c6 ca chitng c§ ngoai pham vao lic do.
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Co6 mot nguwdi hang x6m tién chong di lam, vai phut sau, ba ta ciing thay
Martin roi nha. Bady gio Amber va Gwen van con song vi ba ta dd néi
chuyén vdi ho trede thém nha. Ba ta nhé c6 hoi Amber dao nay céng viéc &
Phu Hoa thé nao. Ho da vay tay chao khi Martin lai xe di.”

Ngudi dé nhat dinh chinh 1a ba Clarke. C6 ty trach minh tai sao lai khong
nghi ngo 16i khai nay tr trudc? Gwen va Amber liéu c6 vay tay chao tam
biét Robert khong khi hai vg chong ho chang con chait tinh cdAm nao? Mot
cau trong 10i khai ctia Olive rach ngang luéng suy nghi cta c6 nhw mot lwoi
dao sac bén. “Gitra chirng, bo t6i khong chiu duwgc nén da bé di lam.”

Nghia ba Clarke da no6i déi. Nhung tai sao? Tai sao lai tao dyng bang
chitng ngoai pham cho Robert, khi ma theo Olive, ba ta con coi ong ta la
tinh dich?

“Co6 mot ngwoi hang xém tién chong di lam, vai phit sau, ba ta cling thay
Martin roi nha.”

Chua oi, nhung ba ta khong nhin thay gi ca. Bang chitng ngoai pham nay,
la danh cho Edward.

Co phan khich tat vao mot tram dién thoai, goi ngay cho Iris. “Minh hiéu
ra roi, ban than mén. Minh biét ai la hung thu, va dé khong phai Olive.”

“Pdy cau thdy khong? Phai lubn tin vao tric gidc cia nguwoi dai dién ma.
Minh ciing vira danh cwgc nam bang v6i Gerry vé cau. Anh ay sé kho sé vi
thua cho ma xem. Vay ai la hung thua?”

“Hang x6m nha d6, Edward Clarke. Ong ta 1a nhan tinh ctia Robert
Martin. Minh nghi 6ng ta giét Gwen va Amber vi ghen tuéng.” C6 hén hén
ké lai. “Nhwng phai nhac véi cau, minh can tim ra cach dé chitng minh viéc
nay da.”

DPau day bén kia bong im lang mot lic lau.

“Cau van nghe may day chi?”

“U, minh chi dang khéc than cho dong nim bang cta minh théi. Minh
biét cdu dang rat phan khich, ban than mén, nhwng cau phai tinh tdo ma suy
nghi cho thau ddo chit. Néu Edward dam chém Gwen va Amber truéc khi
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Robert di lam, chang 1é Robert khong vap phai nhithg manh xac trong bép
hay sao?”

“Co 1€ hai ngwoi la dong pham?”

“Thé tai sao ho khong giét Olive luén? Pdy la chwa ké dén mot van dé
nho nho 1a tai sao Olive lai mudn bao vé cho tinh nhan déng tinh cua bo
minh. Néu ndi rang ba Clarke da n6i doi dé tao bang chitng ngoai pham cho
Robert Martin thi sé c6 ly hon day.”

“Tai sao?”

“Ho vung trom v&i nhau.” Iris tra 16i. “Ba kia doan rang Robert giét vg dé
ranh rang qua lai véi minh, nén da néi d6i dé bao vé nhan tinh. Cau dau thé
khang dinh 6ng ta la ngwdi dong tinh. Ba me ctia c6 gai hoc cung trueong véi
Olive khong nghi rang 6ng ta la gay. Ma ba Clarke c6 hap dan khong?”

“Gio thi khong. Nhung khi con tré thi ¢6.”

“Vay day, ban than mén.”

“Tai sao Robert lai giét Amber?”

“Vi c6 ta cling ¢ d6,” Iris trd 10i don gian. “Minh doéan c6 ta tinh gidc khi
nghe thay tiéng vat 1on va di xuong nha. Robert khong con lwa chon nao
khac, danh phai giét c6 ta luon. Sau do 6ng ta chuon di, va dé mac Olive t6i
nghiép, bay gio dang ngu trén gac, phai d6i mat véi con 4c mdng khi tinh

»

day.

Hoi ludng v, Roz di tGi gap Olive.

“T6i khong nghi 1a sé dwgc gap lai chi, nhat la sau khi...” Olive bo d& cau
ndi, mim cuwdi ngai ngung. “Cha, chi biét ddy.”

Ho trd lai can phong cii, va khong con bi giam sat. C6 vé moi ban khoan
cta giam doc trai giam ti 1€ thuan vdi thai do thu dich cua Olive. Ché do caa
nha tu chwa bao gio khién Roz hét ngac nhién. Co da luwong trudc rat nhiéu
van deé, cu thé nhw hom do la th Tw va khong phai la ngay co thwong dén,
nhwng lai chang gap phai trd ngai nao. Viéc tiép xtic vdi Olive lai dé dang
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nhv trede. Co day bao thudc 14 vé phia doi dién, “Co vé co lai dugc yéu quy
r6i nhi?”

Olive 1dy m6t diéu thudc, “Chi cling vay chi?”

Roz nhuwéng may, “T6i thay kha hon khi khong con dau dau nita.” Co
nhan ra sy lo lang trén gwong mat ning ninh déi dién. “Toi chi tréu thoéi
ma,” c6 diu dang ndi, “Va du sao tat ca ciing la 16i cta t6i. BDang 1€ t6i nén
goi dién dé thong bao. Co da 1ay lai dugc nhitng dac quyén ctia minh chwa?”

“Roi. Ho ti té ngay khi pham nhan binh tinh lai.”

“T6t.” Roz bat may ghi am, “T6i vira dén gap hang xém cii cta c6, vo
chong nha Clarke.”

Olive cham chid quan sat c6 qua anh Itta cia que diém r6i can than dwa n6
lai cham dau thuoc, “Roi sao?”

“Ba Clarke da néi doi vé viéc nhin thdy me va em gai c6 vao budi sang
xay ra an mang.”

“Lam sao chi biét?”

“Ba ta ké cho t6i.”

Olive ngam diéu thudc va nha mot hoi khéi dai, “Ba Clarke da 1d lan twr
nhiéu nam nay roi. Ba ta s¢ vi trung dén mitc am anh, moi sang déu dién
cuong lau don do6 dac bang chat tdy rira va hut bui khap noi. Ai khong biét
nha ay lai twéng ba ta chi la ngwdi gitp viéc thoi. Ba ta luon goi toi 1a Mary,
theo tén me ba ta. Gid chac ba ta hoan toan mat tri roi cing nén.”

Roz lac dau vai vé kho chiu, “Pung la vay, nhung to6i dam thé rang ba ta
hoan toan minh man lic thi nhén minh néi déi. Nhung ba ta rat sg ong
chong.”

Olive c6 vé ngac nhién, “Truwéc day ba ta khong bao gio sg chong ca.
bung hon ong ta mai la ngwoi s¢ vo. Khi ba ta thu nhan, ong Clarke c6 noi
gi khong?”

“Ong ta tic gian. Va dudi t6i khéi nha.” Roz nhan nhé, “Khéi dau khong
duge sudn sé 1am. Ong ta twdng tdi dén tir bén Cong tac Xa hoi va dang do
xét ong ta.”

Olive 10 vé hai hudc, “Toi nghiép ong Clarke.”
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“C0 noi bé minh thich 6ng ta. Co6 thi sao?”

CoO ta nhun vai vé lanh dam, “T6i khong biét 1o vé ong Clarke dé ma noi
thich hay khong. Chang qua t6i thay thwong hai 6ng ta vi ba vo ma thoi.
Ong ta phai vé hwu non dé chim séc vo.”

Roz héi lai, “Nhung 6ng ta van di lam vao thoi diém xay ra vu an ma,
dung khong?”

“Ong ta nhan viéc 1am thém tai nha. Chua yéu 1a ké khai thué thu nhap ca
nhan cho ngudi khac.” C6 ta gat tan thuéc xudng nén nha, “Ba Clarke tirng
phong hoa dot phong khach cia ho mot lan. Sau vu dy, ong ta rat sg dé ba vg
mot minh. Ba ta lu6n doi hoéi qua dang, nhwng me t6i néi dé chang qua chi la
chiéu tro dé kiém soat 6ng chong ma thoi.”

“Theo c0 thi sw that c6 phai thé khong?”

“T6i cling nghi vay.” Co ta dyng ding diéu thudc 1én theo théi quen, va
lay mot diéu khac, “Me t6i chang néi sai bao gio ca.”

“Ho Co con cai khong?”

Olive lac dau, “T6i nghi la khong. Toi chwa bao gio thay dia tré Clarke
nao.” c6 ta mim chit mdi, “Ong ta chinh 1d mot dita tré 16n xac. Thinh
thodng cling vui khi nhin 6ng ta chay lon ton, lam nhitng viéc dwgc sai bao,
va xin 16i khi héng viéc. Amber goi 6ng ta la Puddleglum* vi Iic nao ciing
yéu dudi va dang thwong.” Co ta cwoi khiic khich, “T6i da quén mat day, gio
mé&i nhé ra. Lic nao biét danh ay cling ding véi 6ng ta. Bay gio van thé
chi?”

Roz nghi dén lic 6ng Clarke kep tay c6 dau diéng. “Ong ta khong danh
t0i theo kiéu yéu dudi dau. Nhuwng dang thwong thi ding.”

Olive sam soi co vGi vé to mo. “Tai sao chi quay lai?” Co ta diu dang héi,
“Chi khong c6 y dinh d6 vao hom thit Hai.”

“Sao co lai noi thé?”

“T6i thay ro trén mat chi. Chi nghi t6i c6 t0i.”

“Pung vay.”

Olive gat dau, “Hom do to6i rat buén. T6i tirng khong nhan ra rang viéc
khién cho ngwdi khac tin twdng rang minh vo6 toi thi sé dem lai diéu khac
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biét. Chinh tri gia goi do la sy lac quan.” Roz thdy hang mi nhat mau cta co
ta rom rém nudéc. “Toi da quen vGi viéc bi coi la quai vat. Boi khi chinh t6i
cling tin nhw thé.” C6 ta dat ban tay to be vao gitta khuon nguwc khong 16.
“T6i nghi trai tim minh nhw v& ra khi chi roi di. That ngu ngoc, phéi khong?
To6i chwra bao gio buon dén thé.”

Roz dgi mot lic nhung Olive khong néi tiép. “Xo Bridget da khién toi
thtre tinh,” c6 mé 10i.

Mot tia rang r&, giong nhu ngon Ira thap 1én tir cdy nén, bong birng sang
trén gwong mat béo mup cua Olive. “Xo Bridget?” C6 ta nhac lai vdi vé vui
murng, “Ba ay ciling tin rang t6i vo t0i sao? T6i khong biét day. Toi nghi ba
ay chi dén tham toi vi nghia vu v6i Chua.”

Oi, mot 101 néi déi thi c6 hai gi dén ai co chi? “Tat nhién xo tin ¢6 vo toi.
Chit khong tai sao ba dy lai luén c6 vii to6i nhw vay?” Roz nhin ngam guwong
mdt xau xi ctia ngudi doi dién. Niém vui mirng thoang qua khién n6 wa nhin
hon. C6 tham nghi, hét duong lui r6i, gio cd6 khong thé héi liéu Olive c6 toi
hay khong, vi néu lam thé, trai tim toi nghiép cta c0 ta sé tan va.

“T6i khéng cé t6i,” Olive noi, nhw thé doc dwge biéu cam cia co. Roz
viron nguoi téi tredc, “Vay thi la ai?”

“T6i khong biét. Bay gio toi nghi la t6i lam.” C6 ta dung ditng diéu thudc
thit hai canh diéu thit nhat va nhin né tat ngam, “Lic do, tat cd moi chuyén
déu hop ly.” C6 ta 1am bam, hoi twdng lai qua khi.

“Bay gio c6 nghi ai 1a hung thu?” Roz héi sau mot quang im lang, “La
nguwoi coO muon bao vé dung khong?”

Nhwng Olive lac dau, “To6i khong chiu noi viéc bi cwdi nhao. Tha khién
ngudi ta sg hdi xa lanh con dé chiu hon. It nhat thi nhw thé, moi ngudi sé ton
trong t6i.” C6 ta nhin Roz, “O ddy, t6i kha hanh phtc. Chi c6 hiéu khong?”

“T6i hiéu,” Roz cham rai dap, nhd lai nhan xét ctia giam doc trai giam.
“That la lung la t6i c6 thé hiéu dwoc.”

“Néu chi khong tim dén, hin tdi van song tot. O day, t6i dwgc thiva nhan.
Song nhuwng khong can no lwe. Toi thye s khong biét cach d6i mat véi thé
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gigi bén ngoai.” Co6 ta lay tay vuot doc cdp dui béo mam cta minh, “Moi
nguoi sé cuoi nhao toi, Roz nhi.”

D6 la mot cau hoi thi diung hon la 16i khang dinh. Va Roz khong c6 cau
tra 10i, hay dung hon la c6 khong c6 cau tra 10i théa dang ma Olive mong
doi. Moi nguoi han sé cuwdi nhao Olive, c6 tham nghi. C6 mot diéu vo ly an
khudt sau sy viéc nay, nguwdi phu nit ki quac ay da yéu thwong ai d6 nhiéu
dén do tv nhan minh la ké giét ngudi dé bao vé hung thu thyc su.

“T6i sé khong bo cudc dau,” c6 khang dinh. “Mot con ga sinh ra con c6
quyeéen dugc song. Co cling vay.” Co6 chia cdy but vé phia Olive, “Va néu co
khong biét phan biét s khac nhau giita ton tai va song thi hay doc Tuyén
ngén Péc Idp di. Séng nghia 1a phai duoc tw do va muu cau hanh phic. O lai
day, nghia la c6 da ty choi bo quyén dugc séng ctia chinh minh.”

“Vay toi sé di dau? Sé lam gi néu khong & day?” Co ta siét chat hai tay,
“Ca doi toi chwa bao gio song mot minh. T6i khong thé chiu duwgc mot cude
song nhw thé, khong phai bay gio, khi tat cd moi nguwoi déu biét chuyén.”

“Biét gi co?”

Olive lac dau.

“Tai sao co khong noi cho toi biét?”

“Vi...” Olive khoé nhoc dap, “Chi sé chang tin t6i dau. Chwa mot ai tin toi
khi t6i noi sy that.” Co ta dap dap vao tam kinh dé goi giam thi trai giam.
“Chi phai tw tim ra thoi. D6 1a cach duy nhat dé chi thyc sy thau hiéu.”

“Va néu toi khong thé?”

“Thi t6i cling chang té hon tredc dugc dau. Lwong tam t6i thanh théan, do6
mo&i la diéu quan trong.”

Piing, Roz nghi, suy dén cung thi ciing chi can thé thoi. “Cho toi biét mot
diéu nita, Olive. Co da tirng noi doi toi chwa?”

“R0i.”

“Tai sao?”

Canh ctta mé ra va Olive nhac minh 1én cung sy trg gitp ti* dang sau nhw
thwong 1€, “Vi doi khi, lam nhu thé an toan hon.”
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Chuong dién thoai reo vang khi Roz vira m@ ctta can hg. “Xin chao,” co
kep 6ng nghe duwéi cam va cdi 4o khoac. “Rosalind Leigh nghe.” Cau Chua
khong phai la Rupert.

“Hawksley day. T6i da goi ca ngay hom nay. C6 & ché quai quy nao
vay?” Giong anh c6 vé lo lang.

“Lan theo manh m6i.” Co dwa lung vao birc twong, “Con anh goi t6i co
viéc gi vay?

“T6i khong phai tén loan than kinh, Roz a.”

“Hom qua, anh da cu x& nhu thé day.”

“Chi bai toi khong goi canh sat thoi sao?”

“Trén hét thi d6 la viéc ma mot nguwdi binh thuwong sé lam khi tai san cua
ho bi xam pham. Tat nhién, trtt phi chinh ho ty gay ra.”

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Anh da vo cung tho 16. Trong khi t6i chi mudn gitp do.”

Anh khé cuoi, “Toi ctt hinh dung ra canh c6 ding canh ctra nha t6i vGi
mot cai chan ban trong tay. Co6 qua la mét phu nit gan géc. Pang sg hai dén
tot do, nhung van li lom. T6i da 1ay dugc anh cho c6 r6i. Co van can chi?”

«(y.»

“C0 con du diing cam dé dén day lay hay muon toi giti qua?”

“Do khong phai la diing cam, Hawksley a, chi la ban nang tw vé thoi. Toi
chan ngay bi chdm choc r6i,” c6 mim cuwdi. “N6i mdi nh@, cé phai ba Clarke
la nguwdi da n6i Gwen va Amber con song sau khi Robert di lam khong?”

Hawksley ngirng lai mot Iic dé c6 gang tim moi day lién hé. Nhung anh
danh bat Iuc, “Phai, néu ba ta chinh la nguwdi ¢ ngoi nha lién ké.”

“Ba ta da noi doi. Gio ba ta lai n6éi rang khong hé nhin thay ho, nghia la
bing chitng ngoai pham ctia Robert Martin bién thanh v gia tri. Ong ta c6
thé da giét ho truwdc khi di lam.”

“Tai sao ba ta lai n6i d6i dé tao bang chitng ngoai pham cho Robert
Martin?”
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“T6i khong biét. Toi dang tim hiéu day. Lic dau t6i nghi ba ta dang co
bdo vé chong minh, nhung khéng hop ly. Olive ndi véi téi rang ong ta da
nghi hvu nén khong phai di lam. Anh c6 nhé gi vé viéc xac minh 16i khai
cua ba Clarke khong?”

“Ong Clarke 14 nhan vién ké toan, phai khong?” Anh suy nghi trong gidy
lat, “Pung r6i, hau hét thoi gian 6ng ta lam thém & nha nhung cling c6 phu
trach s sach ctia may cong ty nhé trong vung. Tuan dé, ong ta dang lam
thém cho mot khach hang chuyén vé chat dét & Portswood. Ong ta ¢ d6 ca
ngay. Chuing to6i da kiém tra. Téi khi canh sat dung rao chan thi 6ng ta méi
ve. T6i nhd ong ta da nhang xi Ién vi phai do xe & cudi duong. Mot 6ng gia
dau hoi, deo kinh. C6 phai 6ng ta khong?”

“Phai, nhung néu Gwen va Amber da chét trudc khi mot trong hai nguoi
do ra khoi nha, thi viéc ong ta va Robert lam gi trong ngay khong con quan
trong.”

“Ba Clarke c6 dang tin khong?”

“Khong han,” co thtra nhan. “Thoi diém xdy ra &n mang sém nhat la khi
nao, theo giam dinh phap y?”

Hawksley bong lang tranh, “Gio t6i khong nhé nita.”

“Tht nhé lai di,” Roz héi thic. “Anh da nghi ngd Robert dén mirc tw
minh kiém tra lai bang chitng ngoai pham ctia 6ng ta, nén 6ng ta khong thé
dugc loai trir khi xem xét két qua giam dinh phap y?”

“Gio toi khéng nhé noi,” Hawksley nhac lai. “Nhuwng néu Robert l1a hung
tha, thi tai sao 6ng ta khong giét luén Olive? Va tai sao co ta khong c6 ngan
bd minh lai? Han phdi c6 uan khtic & day. Co ta dau thé khong nghe thiy gi.
Ng6i nha d6 khong 16n 1am.

“Co lé 6 ta khong ¢ nha.”

Theo dung lich, cha x lai dén tham phong giam ctda Olive. “Dep day,” 6ng
néi khi quan sat c6 ta dung dau que diém dé tao hinh t6c xoan cho ba me
trén birc twong. “Bé c6 phai Bic me va Jesus khong?”
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Co6 ta nhin 6ng vGi vé cham choc, “Nguoi me dang c6 bop chét dira con.
Nhu thé thi c6 giong Dirc me va Jesus khong?”

Ong nhtin vai, “Ta da titng thdy rat nhiéu diéu con ki la hon thé biéu trung
cho nghé thuat ton giao. Vay do la ai?”

“D6 1a DAN BA,” Olive dap. “Eva v6i khuon mit dai tra.”

Cha x1t héi, “Nhwng con con chwa tao mat cho c6 ay.”

Olive xoay dé twgng dé cha x& thay nhitng dwdng cong & mot bén ma ong
lam twdng la téc. D6 la nhitng duwong phac hoa ctia mat, miii va miéng. Roi
cO ta xoay theo hudng ngugce lai va nhitng duong nét twong ty ¢ bén kia
cling xuat hién. “Hai mat. Va gan nhw khong thé nhin thang vao mat ngudoi
khac.” Olive nhat chiéc buit chi 1én va nhét vao gitta hai dui ngwoi me,
“Nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong. Khong quan trong véi mot ngudi DAN
ONG.” Cb ta liéc mit déu cang, “Lic hanh sy, PAN ONG dau c6 quan tdm
dén gwong mat phu nit.”

Hawksley da stra ctta hau va ban an, roi ké né lai ngay ngan gitta phong nhw
moi khi. San nha cfing dugc ki co sach s€, twong dugc siva sang, ta lanh da
ding thang lai, ngay ca may chiéc ghé ciling dugc mang tir nha hang sang va
dat gon ghé canh ban. Trong anh réu ra.

“Anh c6 ngu chut nao khong vay?”

“Khong nhiéu lam. T6i lam quan quat.”

“Cha, anh thyc si lam nén ki tich day.” Roz nhin quanh, “Ai sé dén an toi
day? Nit hoang a? Ba ay c6 thé an trén san ma.”

Trudc sy ngac nhién cia Roz, Hawksley nam ldy tay c6 va nang 1én moi,
dat mot nu hon vao long ban tay. Mot ct chi diu dang hiém thay doi vai kiéu
dan 6ng cdc can nhw vay. “Cam on co.”

Co boi r6i, “Vi cai gi?”

Anh mim cuoi tha tay c6 ra, “Vi da néi diéu dang dan.”

Trong mot thoang, Roz nghi Hawksley sé giai thich rat dai, nhung tat ca
nhitng gi anh noéi chi 13, “Anh & trén ban.”
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Anh cta Olive chi chup khudn miit, trong cting nhic va xau xi. Anh cua
Gwen va Amber khién c6 choang vang, ding nhu Hawksley da noi. Chang
khac nao mot con 4&c mong. Va lan dau tién c6 hiéu ra, tai sao moi ngudi déu
néi Olive bi dién. Co6 tap trung vao tam anh chup chan dung ctia Robert
Martin. Olive giong bé & mat va miéng, va c6 c6é thé muwong twgng ra dung
nhan ctia Olive néu c6 ta no luc loai bo 16p m& day. Bo c6 ta la mot nguwai
rat dep trai.

“Co dinh lam gi v&i chiing?”

Co ké vé6i anh vé ngwoi dan 6ng da gi nhitng 14 thuw cho Olive. “Mo ta
khép véi ngoai hinh ctia Robert Martin. Ba 1é tan & Wells- Fargo ndi rang ba
ta c6 thé nhan ra nguwoi do qua anh.”

“Tai sao bo 0 ta lai phai bi mat gtti thw cho con gai minh co chit?”

“Pé do t0i giét ngwoi cho co ta.”

Anh t6 vé hoai nghi, “Co that hoang dwong. Thé c6 dinh lam gi v&i nhitng
btrc anh chup Amber va Gwen?”

“T6i van chua biét. T6i dinh dung ching dé doa Olive, khién c6 ta khong
thé lanh dam dwogc nita.”

Anh nhuéng may, “T6i sé nghi lai néu toi 1a c6. Olive 1a mot an sd, va cé
thé c6 khong hiéu rdo vé co ta nhw ¢6 van nghi dau. Biét dau Olive sé noi
dién 1én néu dugc xem tac pham do chinh minh gay ra.”

Co thoang mim cwoi, “T6i hiéu vé c6 ta rd hon hiéu vé anh day.” Co nhét
mdy tdm anh vao tdi xach va buwdc ra hanh lang, “Ki la & cho, hai ngwoi rat
giong nhau, anh va Olive. Hai ngudi doi héi long tin tir nguwoi khac, nhung
lai khong bao gio cho di.”

Hawksley dwa ban tay roi ra 1én vuét dam rau 16ém chdm hai ngay chua
cao, “Long tin la con dao hai lwdi, Roz a. N6 c6 thé khién c6 dit tay day.
T6i mong co ludn ghi nhé diéu do.”
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14

Marnie cham chd nhin tdm dnh ctia Robert Martin vai gidy roi lac dau.
“Khong phdi. Nguwoi gtri thw khong dep trai bang va téc cling khac, day hon,
khong chai hat ra dang sau ma hat sang mot bén. Du sao t6i cling néi véi co
roi, 6ng ta c6 mat mau nau sam, gan nhu den, con ngwdi trong anh mat lai
nhat mau. Day la bo c6 ta a?”

Roz gat dau.

Marnie trd lai tam anh, “Me t6i luon noéi, khong bao gio duwgc tin mot
nguwoi dan 6ng co6 dai tai nam thap hon khuon miéng. D6 la dau hiéu ctia bon
toi pham. Nhin ong ta xem.”

Roz nhin ki hon. Co da khong dé y dén chi tiét do6 vi tai 6ng ta bi toéc che
khuat, nhung qua that, doi tai cia Martin tréng mat can doi mot cach bat
thuwong vGi toan bo gwong mat. “Me ba cé quen tén ti pham nao sao?”

Marnie khit mdi, “Tat nhién la khong. Chi 1a may chuyén tam phao th6i.”
Ba ta nghén c6 Ién nhin tdm anh lan nita, “Dau sao thi, han 6ng ta phai dugc
x€ép vao loai con do hang nang.”

“Ong ta chét 16i.”

“Co 1é ong ta da di truyén lai cho con gai. Co ta con hon ca hang nang ay
chit.” Ba ta van mai mé gitia moéng tay, “Chi la to mo thoi, nhung c6 lay n6 &
dau day?”

“Tadm anh &? Sao ba lai héi vay?”

Marnie dap dap cai gilia mong tay vao goc trén bén phai tdm anh, “T6i
biét né duwgc chup & dau.”

Roz nhin vé cho ba ta chi. Trén nén bitc anh, phia sau dau Martin la mot
phan chiéc chao den véi hoa tiét hinh nhitng chit “y” 16n ngwoc. “Co 1€ la
trong nha ong ta.”

“Khong phdi. Hay nhin biéu twgng nay xem. Chi c6 mot noi duy nhat gan
day co loai chao den nhu vay thoi.”
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Hoa tiét kia la lambda (A), ki tw thi 11 trong bang chir cai Hy Lap, gio
Roz da nhan ra d6 ciing 1 biéu twgng ctia ngwdi dong tinh. “O dau?”

“M0t quan bar ngay gan song. Vao do dé tiéu khién.” Marnie cudi khic
khich, “N6m na la m&t nha tho cua gay.”

“Cho d6 tén goi la gi?”

Marnie lai cwdi khic khich, “Ga Trong Trang.”

Ngudi chi quan bar nhan ra tdm anh ngay lap tic. “Mark Agnew,” anh ta
cho biét. “Van thuong xuyén dén day. Nhung phai mot nam roi t6i khong
nhin thidy ong ta. Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

“Ong ta chét r6i.”

Nguwoi chi quan thudn mat ra. “Chac t6i phai lam an chan chinh thoi,” vé
madt gid by G rii ctia anh ta tréng that tic cwdi. “Vi AIDS va suy thodi kinh té
nén gio cho chiing t6i chang con bao nhiéu khach hang nira.”

Roz mim cwoi vé cam thong, “Hi vong néi ra diéu nay c6 thé an i anh.
T6i khong nghi ong ta chét vi AIDS dau.”

“Cha, ciing an 0i dwoc phan ndo ddy, cd gai dang yéu a. Ong ta cing quan
hé bira bai lam, Mark ay ma.”

Ba O’Brien tiép don c6 véi vé bat man. Thoi gian chd dgi va ban tinh da
nghi khién ba ta tin rang Roz chang dinh dang gi dén truyén hinh, c6 chi dén
dé moi méc thong tin vé mdy dira con trai cia ba ta thoi, “Da mat c6 cling
day that day.”

“0,” Roz noi véi vé that vong thay ré. “Ba dd d6i y ve chuwong trinh cua
ching ta r6i sao?” Nhitng 16i n6i doi sé c6 tac dung néu dwoc lap di lap lai,
c6 nghi tham.

“Chwong trinh truyén hinh ay ha? Cho t6i xin. C6 la ké rinh mo xdu xa.
Co6 muodn gi? Néi thang ra xem.”

Roz lay 1a thw cia Crew ra khéi cap tap va dwa né cho ba ta, “Lan trwdc
toi da co gang hét strc dé giai thich, nhung day la nhitng diéu khoan trong
ban hgp dong cua tbi vdi cong ty san xudt chwong trinh truyén hinh. Poc né
di va ba sé thady cac muc tiéu va sit ménh ma ho muon dat dwgc qua chuwong
trinh nay duwgc quy dinh kha ro rang.” Co chi vao chit ki cia Crew, “Pay la
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chit ki ctia dao dién. Ong ta d3 nghe doan bang ma ching ta thu am tai day
va rét thich ndi dung trong d6. Ong ta hin s& that vong néu gid ba tir chdi
tham gia.”

Pugc xem chitng cit bang van ban, ba O’Brien c6 vé bi an twong. Ba ta
chau may vé hiéu biét khi nhin nhitng tit ngtt ma minh khong hé doc dugc.
“Cha. C6 hgp dong ngi khac. Né ra nan tredc ¢6 nén cho td6i xem nubn thi
nay mai phai.” Ba ta gap né lai, dinh bo vao tui 4o.

“Rat tiéc,” Roz mim cwoi, rat 1a thv khéi nhitng ngén tay cia ba me.
“Pay chi la ban sao ma t6i dang gitt, va toi can né dé xtr ly cac van de vé
thué va hanh chinh. Néu mat thi¢ nay thi chang ai trong ching ta dwgc nhan
dong nao dau. T6i c6 thé vao nha chit?”

Ba me mim chat méi, “T6i nghi chang c6 ni do nao dé tir chdi ca.” Nhung
st nghi ngd van khong dé gi tiéu tan, “Nhuwng c6 nhd cho, t6i sé khong tra
noi cau nao dang ngo dau day.”

“Tat nhién la khong r6i.” Roz buwdc vao phong khach, “Coé ai khac ¢ nha
khong? Néu dugc, t6i mudn trao doi ca vai ho nita. Cang nhiéu goc nhin thi
btrc tranh sé cang toan dién.”

Ba me nghi nggi mot lic. “Mike!” D6t nhién ba ta 16n tiéng goi, “Xudng
day nao. C6 mot c6 gai muon néi chuyén vGi con. Nhanh nén! Xuéng day!”

Von chi hitng thi néi chuyén véi Gary, nhung gicd Roz thdy kha nang cao
la minh sé phai ném thém vai t& 50 bang ra ngoai ctra s6. C6 mim cudi cam
chiu khi hai cau con trai tré mang gay go tdi ngoi cung ba me trén sofa.
“Chao,” co vui vé noi, “Teén toi la Rosalind Leigh va toi dai dién cho mot
cong ty truyén hinh. Ching t6i dang tién hanh sdn xuat mot chwong trinh
lién quan dén bat cong xa hdi...”

“T6i ké vdi ching roi,” ba me cat 10i co6, “Khéng can quang cao dai dong
dau. Cho moi dita 50 bang na dwoc. Phai khong nhi?”

“Con phéi xem thdng tin dy c6 xitng dang vai so tién t6i bo ra khong da.
T6i can phai trao d6i thang than véi ho trong vong mat tiéng va toi chi san
sang tra 50 bang m&t nguwdi néu t6i cé thé ndi chuyén véi nguwdi con trai ca
Peter va cau ut Gary. D6 la cach gitp t6i thu thap quan diém va goc nhin
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toan dién nhat c6 thé. T6i mudn biét viéc cam giac cta anh ta khi duge cho
di lam con nu6i.”

“Cha, chi c6 Gary thoi,” ba me chi vé cau con trai vdi dang vé khong may
nhiét tinh ng6i bén trai. “Pay na thang ut. Peter thi dang ngbi tu, nén c6 c6
thé néi chuyén véi Mike. N6 na dira thit ba va thoi gian bi dwa di nam con
nuoi cling ndu cha kém gi Peter.”

“Puwgc r6i, vay bat dau thoéi.” Roz mé danh sach cau hoéi ma c6 da can
than chuan bi ra va bat may ghi am. Co dé y thay hai “cau bé” nay c6 doi tai
hoan toan can xung.

Co danh ntra gio dau dé noéi chuyén véi Mike, khuyén khich cau ta hoi tuwéng
lai thoi tho du & nha bd me nudi, qua trinh hoc tap (hay néi ding hon la viéc
tron hoc thuwong xuyén da lam dnh huwéng tGi hoc tap ra sao), va nhitng rac
roi tredc day clia cau ta v6i canh sat. Cau ta rat it ndi, thiéu ca nhitng ki
nang giao tiép co ban, tham chi khong thé dién dat mach lac suy nghi cia
minh. Mike dé lai an twgng md nhat dén noi Roz phai ban khoan, néu bén
Uy ban Céng tdc Xa hoi cit d& me rudt nudi nang, thi c6 khi tinh cch cua
cdu ta lai tich cyc hon. Vi du cé gay ra bao nhiéu 16i 1am di chang nita, thi
ba me nay c6 vé van rat myc yéu throng con cai. Va dugce yéu thuwong chinh
la nén méng cua sw tw tin.

Sau ntra ti€éng che gidu sy sot rudt bén duwdi nu cuwdi gugng gao, rét cudc
c6 ciing nhe nhom quay sang Gary. Nay gi® cau ta van té ra hitng thd lang
nghe cudc tro chuyén. “T6i dwoc biét cau khong hé roi khoi nha cho dén khi
12 tudi,” c6 xem lai ghi chi. “Pé cling la lic cau dugc g tGi treong noi
tra. Tai sao lai nhu vay?”

Cau ta cwoi nhan nhd, “Tron hoc, trom cap, chang khac gi cac anh t0i,
nhung treong Parkway cho rang t6i té hon bon ho va chuyén téi vao
Chapman House. O d6 ciing duwoc. Tdi dd hoc duge chit it. Ndy duge hai
chitng chi CSE* trede khi bo hoc.”
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Co nghi chac han sy that hoan toan ngwoc lai. Trwong Parkway khang
dinh ciu ta th6ng minh hon nhitng ngwdoi anh trai va xitng dang dwgc boi
duwdng thém. Co6 bat dau leo 1ai, “That tot qua. Chitng chi CSE c6 gitp cau
dé xin viéc hon khong?”

“T6i chuwa bao gio thir. Ching t6i dang rat 6n ma.”

Roz nhd lai 16i Hawksley. “Ching 1a mdy tén trom cwdp chuyén nghiép,
va chi don gian la khong chiu tuan theo cac chuan muc dao ditc ma nhirng
ngwoi nhu ching ta dé cao.”

“Cau khong mudn tim viéc sao?” C6 to mo hoi.

Gary lac dau, “Na chi thi chi c6 muon khong, sau khi bo hoc nhw thé?”

“C6 ch,” co ngac nhién tredc cau hoi caa cau ta. “Toi ludon khao khat
dwoc ra @ riéng.”

Gary nhin vai, cdm thdy khé hiéu trt6c mong muodn ctia co cling hét nhw
c6 cam thay khé hiéu khi cau ta khong cé suy nghi giong minh. “Ching t6i
nuén séng co cum vd&i nhau. Gop chung ngi thi tién trg cap sé nhiéu hon.
Chj khéng hoa hgp vdi b6 me ndm, ding khong?”

“Khong hoa hgp dén mitc mudn song chung véi ho.”

“U,” cau ta to vé thong cam. “Thao ndo.”

That v6 1y lam sao, nhing Roz bong thay ghen ti véi Gary. “Me cau ké
v6i t0i rang c6 dao cau lam nhan vién giao nhan. Cau c6 thich cong viéc dé
khong?”

“Cling binh thuwong. Niic dau thi cong viéc cling 6n, nhwng ndi xe nong
vong trong ndi thanh chang cé gi vui cd, ma cong viéc ay thi chi gigi han
trong pham vi thanh pho thoi. S&é khong dén noéi té nam néu ndo cha chét
giam @ do tra chung t6i du tién dé thanh toan cho chiéc xe.” Cau ta lac dau,
“Ndo ta kiét si vd cung. Ching t6i danh phdi tr b6 may chiéc xe sau sdu
thang. Va thé ddy, khong c6 xe thi khong c6 viéc.

bén gio Roz da duwgc nghe ba phién ban khac nhau vé 1y do khién cac cau
con trai nha O’Brien mat viéc & Wells-Fargo. Co ty hdi dau mdi la sw that,
hay cau chuyén nao ciing déu chinh xac, chi la dugc nhin ti cac géc do khac
nhau? Sy that khong con mang tinh chat tuyét doi nhu c6 ti'ng nghi nita. Co
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lai dan du vdi vé mat hét site ty nhién, “Me cdu con ké, cau tirng tiép xtic
vGOi mot nit sat nhan khi lam cong viéc dé.”

“Y chi na Onive Martin?” Du cau ta da tiing e s¢ thé ndo vao thoi diém
xdy ra vu an thi gio rd rang moéi ban khoan dy cling da tan bién, “Ké cling
thu vi that. Toi da ting giao thuw cho c6 ta vao cac t6i thit Sau, thu ciia mot
gd ma co ta phdi nong, roi... Bum! Co ta gay an. No6i that véGi chi, vu ay
khién toi bi soc. Khong thé tin dugc co ta nai bi dién.”

“C0 ta da chat me va em gai minh thanh nhiéu manh.”

“Putng vay.” Gary tram ngam, “T6i khong tai nao hiéu dugc chuyén do.
Co ta kha dé chiu. T6i biét c6 ta tir nhd. H6i d6 c6 ta cling hién lanh. Nhitng
ké kho wa phai na ba me bo cai va co em gai kiéu cang ngao man kia. Chua
oi, moOt con bé xau tinh kinh khung.”

Roz c6 giau sy ngac nhién. Moi nguoi déu yéu quy Amber. Co da nghe
cau nay bao nhiéu lan roi? “Co 1é Olive da chiu dung du, va dén mot ngay
bong noi dién, chuyén nhw thé van thuwong xdy ra ma.”

“0,” Gary nhtin vai. “T6i khong thic mic vé chuyén chiu dwng, ma vé
cach giai quyét. Tai sao co ta khong trén di cliing ngudi tinh trong mong. Y
toi na, ké ca ndo dy da két hon, thi ndo cling cé thé mua cho c6 ta mot can
ho & dau dé. Coi bo ndo cling giau c6, chi cho ching t6i dam thé co ma. 20
bang mot nan dwa thw. Chac ndo phai c6 ca dong tién.”

Roz nhay nhay dau bt chi, ra chiéu dam chiéu, “Co lé co ta khong hé gay
an. Cé 1é canh sat da bat sai nguoi. Bung khong, chuyén dé dau phai mai
xdy ra lan dau?”

Ba me mim chat moi, “Canh sat déu la nii doi bai. Bat bé vo t0i va. Co sé
chdang muon song trén dat nwdc nay néu na ngudi Irenand dau. Néu na
ngwoi Irenand thi c6 chét chac.”

Co nhin vao Gary, “Vay thi, néu Olive v0 t6i thi ai méi la hung tha?”

“T6i khong néi ¢o ta v6 ti,” cdu ta dap ngay. “Co ta nhan ti nén chac
hin c6 ta chinh nd hung tha. Y t6i muén néi & day nd, c6 ta khong can thiét
phai nam thé.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Roz nhtin vai vé tho o, “Chi la cau gian va mat kiém soat. C6 1é co em gai
da kich dong c6 ta. Cau vira néi la c6 ta rat xau tinh con gi.”

Ngac nhién thay, lan nay Mike 1én tiéng, “Bén ngoai na thién than, nhung
& nha nai na ac quy. Giong Tracey nha ching t6i.”

Roz mim cudi véi cau ta, “Y cau la gi?”

Ba me gidi thich, “Trong nha thi na mét con khon, nhung nai t6 ra na
thién than dang yéu véi tat cd nhitng nguwoi khac. Nhung Tracey nha toi
khong giong Amber Martin chit nao. T6i nuén noéi roi twong nai ctia con bé
Amber do6 sé chang sang sta gi dau. Va t6i da ding. Nguoi ta chang thé c&
song hai mat ca doi ma khong chiu hau qua dugc.”

Roz té vé to mo, “Co vé ba biét rat rd vé gia dinh ay nhi. T6i twdng ba chi
lam viéc cho nha dé mot thoi gian ngan.”

“Pung na thé, nhung sau d6 Amber thich mot thang con t6i.” Ba ta ngirng
lai, “Du t6i chang nhé ra d6 na dita nao nita. C6 phai may khong con?”

Cau con trai lac dau.

“Na Chris,” Mike dap.

“Phai r6i,” ba me gat gu. “Cam nang thang bé ngay ndp titc va thang bé
cling thé. Con bé d6 ngoi trong phong nay, thodi mai ty nhién, giwvong doi
mat ctru non ngo ngac nén nhin thang bé. Va ntc d6 chac con bé chi khodng
12, 13 tudi. Con Chris thi tam 15, 16. Tat nhién may chuyén yéu dwong &
tudi d6 chang qua chi na bi hap dan bdi vé bé ngoai théi, va con bé rat xinh
xan, toi phdi noéi nhu vay, trong gia dan hon tudi nita. Du gi, sau do ching
toi da thdy dugc ban chat con bé. N6 doi xtt véi Chris nhe mot 6ng hoang,
con coi chung t6i chang ra cai tha gi. Con bé néi véi giong diéu ma truéc
day t6i chwa tirng nghe thay. Khén nan, khon nan, lic nao cling nhw vay.” Ba
ta titc gian ra mat, “Chang hiéu sao t6i nai dé yén cho nd, nhwng ding na t6i
da khéng nam gi ca, vi Chris. Thang bé mu mi dau 6c vi no, téi nghiép. Tat
nhién me con bé khong hé biét gi. Néu biét chac ba ta sé cdm can ngay.”

Roz hi vong sy kich dong ctia c6 khong qué 10 liéu. Nghia la, Chris
O’Brien chinh 1a bé dita tré kia? Ciing c6 ly ddy chit. Ong Hayes cho ring
mot ga & truong Parkway chinh 1a tac giad cta céi thai, va néu Gwen la nguoi
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dat dau chdm hét cho moéi quan hé do6 thi ba ta han phai biét bat dén ai khi
dia tré chao doi. Biéu dé cling giai thich cho ly do Robert Martin phai lan
theo dau vét dita chau mdt cach bi mat. C6 1é nha O’Brien khong hé biét
rang Chris la bo dita tré, cang khong hé biét néu dira tré duwgc tim thay, no sé
huwdng thira ké niva triéu bang Anh.

“That thd vi,” Roz lam bam, c6 gang nghi ra diéu gi dé noi. “To6i chua
tirng gap ai lai c6 moi lién hé gan giii nhw thé véi mot ké giét ngwoi. Chris
c6 buon khong khi biét Amber da bi giét?”

“Khong,” ba me cuwdi hénh héch. “Chris da khong gap con bé do nhiéu
nam roi. Gary con buén hon ay chit, ding khong cung?”

Gary cham chud quan sat Roz, “Ciing khong han. T6i chi hodng so khi thay
minh c6 nién quan. Y t6i nd, du gi toi ciing quen biét Onive. C6 thé canh sat
sé nung ra bat ci ai quen biét c6 ta va tra khdo ho.” Cau ta lac dau, “Ga nhan
tinh cta c6 ta da cao chay xa bay. Néu c6 ta khai ra vai céi tén nham thoat
toi thi han ndo da bi n6i vao vu nay roi.

“Cau da gdp nguoi do bao gio chuwa?”

“Chua.” Guong mat Gary dot nhién to ra ranh manh, va cau ta ném cai
nhin thau sudt vao c6, m6i mim nu cwdi bi an. “Nhung t6i biét ndo dwa co ta
di dau dé nam tinh. Diéu do c6 ich cho chi khong?”

Co cling nhin thang vao cau ta, “Lam sao cau biét duwgc?”

“Ndo gia ngu ngoc do st dung nogi phong bi ti dan. M@ dé nhuw bon. T6i
da doc mot na thw ctaa ho.”

“Ong ta c6 ki tén khong? Cau c6 biét tén ngudi dé khong?”

Gary lac dau, “Tén bat dau bang chit P. Ndo két thv bang cau ‘Thuong
yéu, P.””

Roz khong bu6n gia vo thém nita, “50 nita, thém vao cho 150 bang ma t6i
da dong y tra. Nhung chi thé thoi. T6i nhan tui roi.”

“Puwgc,” Gary chia tay v6i diéu bd giong hét ba me. “Tién trao chao
muc.”

Co lay vi va 16i hét so6 tién bén trong ra. “Hai tram bang,” c6 dat n6 vao
long ban tay cau ta.
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“T6i biét c6 khong phdi nguwdi ctia cong ty truyén hinh ma,” ba me kho
chiu thay ro. “T6i biét ma.”

“Gio sao0?” Roz hoi Gary.

“Ho hen ho vao Cha nhat & khach san Belvedere trén pho Farraday. Pho
Farraday & Southampton ay, phong khi chi chwa biét.”

Roz lai xe doc theo dai 10 Dawlington xuong Southampton. Co vuot qua
tiém Phu Hoa truwdc khi kip nhan ra, va gan nhw trat banh khi phanh xe
khung lai gitta dwong. Roz vay tay vui vé v6i ngudi tai xé gian dit ¢ xe sau
va lai sang bén dwong, do xe vao mot khoang trong.

Phu Hoa la mot cai tén khong phu hgp, Roz nghi tham khi day ctta buéc
vao. Co nhitng twdng day phai la mot ctra hiéu ban do thiét ké sang chanh,
hay it nhat phdi la hang hiéu; nhung dé chi la mot tiém quan 4o nhé thuong
thdy & London. Phu Hoa 10 rang chi ban loai hang thit pham ré tién, va khon
khéo dinh hwéng khach hang muc tiéu la nhitng c6 gai tudi teen vGi kha
nang tai chinh c6 han hodc khong c6 diéu kién mua sam & nhitng ctra hang
thoi thugng.

Roz tim ra quéan ly ctta hang, mot phu ni¥ tam ba muoi tudi véi bo toc
tuyét dep chai hat ra sau tao thanh mot bui 16n mau vang hoe trén dinh dau.
Roz dwa cho ¢6 ta mot tdim danh thi€p va noi cho c6 ta nghe vé quyén sach
co dinh viét. “Toi dang c6 tim ai d6 biét Amber, em gai Olive. Va t6i dugc
nghe ké rang Amber dang lam viéc & Phu Hoa vao thoi diém xdy ra vu an.
Bay gi0 c6 c6 ¢ day khong? Hay c6 biét ai lam viéc & day luc do khong?”

“Khong, t6i xin 10i. Nhan vién thay dai lién tuc & nhitng noi nhw thé nay,
thwong thi nhitng c6 gai tré chi dén lam viéc trong mot thoi gian ngan, réi
chuyén di ngay khi tim dugc cong viéc tot hon. Toi tham chi con khong biét
lic dé ai la quan ly. Co 1é chi nén lién lac vGi chu ctra hang. D€ t6i cho chi
dia chi,” c0 ta nhiét tinh dap.

“Cam on co. Ciling dang dé thtr 1am.”
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Nguwaoi phu nit dan c6 dén quay thu ngan va tim kiém trong mot tdp danh
thiép.

“That buén cwoi, toi cling nhé vu an mang do, nhwng téi chwa bao gio lién
hé nan nhan vé6i ctra hang nay.” C6 ta 1dy ra mot tdam danh thiép, “Amber?
Tén khong pho bién lam thi phai?”

“Toi nghi vay. Du gi do6 cling la biét danh. Tén that cua co ta la Alison.”

Nguoi phu nir gat dau, “Toi da lam viéc & day ba nam, ciing la ba nam t6i
luén gay ap luc 1én chi ctra hang véi yéu cau tu stra nha vé sinh cho nhan
vién. Ho vién ly do suy thodi kinh té va ttr chdi, cling nhw van luén lay cé
bién minh cho bat ci hanh dong t6i té nao, tir viéc cat giam lwong dén
chuyén nhap hang ré mat, chat lwgng thap, tham chi cé vai bd con chang
duwoc khau dung cach. Nhung du gi thi nha vé sinh cling duoc lat gach va ro
rang viéc dap cai cfi di va xay mdi sé rat ton kém.”

Thdy Roz mim cuwdi lich sy, ngwdi phu nit néi tiép, “Dirng sot rudt, viéc
toi dang néi khong phdi bang quo dau. Té6i mudn cé gach 6p 1at méi cho cai
nha veé sinh badi vi ai dé da dung xéng hay cai gi twong tu rach vao tuwong tao
thanh mot birc grafiti, r6i d6 mot loai muc khong thé x6a duwgce 1én trén. Toi
da dung du moi cach, tir chat tay trang, dung dich lam sach 16 nwéng, dung
moi tay son, bat c thit gi t6i cling déu thir hét, nhung déu bat lvc. Khong
lam sach n6i.” C6 ta lac dau, “Va tai sao u? Vi ké dy da rach manh dén mirc
nhitng vét cat an sau qua 16p sit, mau myc cung bui ban tich tu lai ca & day.
Moi lan nhin no, t6i lai thdy rung minh. Thic sy ghé tém.”

“Buc vé do mo ta cai gi?”

“T6i sé cho chi xem. N6 ¢ ngay phia sau.” Co ta di qua hai canh ctra, r6i
day md& cdi tiép theo va ditng sang mot bén cho Roz buwdc qua, “Pay, that
kinh khting ding khong? T6i van luén to mo khong biét Amber la ai. Nhung
d6 han la c6 em géi nhi? Nhu t6i da n6i ddy, Amber khong phai mot cai tén
pho bién.”

Chi c6 ba tir duwgc lap di lap lai khodng mwdi hay muwdi mot lan doc theo
nhitng 6 gach, mot phién ban bao luc, trai nguge voi hinh trai tim va mii tén
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thuwong duge ding dé trang tri twong nha vé sinh. CAM THU AMBER
CAM THU AMBER CAM THU AMBER...

“T6i ty héi ai la tac gia cua bitc vé nay?” Roz lam bam.

“Ai do rat bénh hoan, toi nghi thé. Va khong muon 16 danh tinh. Nhin
xem, khong hé c6 chu ngit.”

“Con tuy cach doc né ra sao nita,” Roz tram ngam dap. “Néu dwoc dat
thanh vong tron thi dong chit sé dugc doc la Amber cam thu Amber cam thu
Amber... theo mot vong lap vo tan.”

Belvedere 1a m6t khach san nho dién hinh véi hai chai nha hai bén, nam
khuat trong hém, vé6i 16i vao & chinh gitta bén trén bac tam cap, va hai cot
tru tredc ctra chinh. Khach san phang phat khong khi bi 1ang quén, nhw thé
khach hang cta no, chu yéu la cadc nhan vién tiép thi, da bo di hét. Roz nhan
chudng & quay lé tan va cho doi.

Mot phu nit khodng nam muoi tudi bwdc ra tir can phong phia sau, twoi
curoi nhin Roz, “Xin chao. Chao murng t6i khach san Belvedere.” Ba ta kéo
quyén so0 dang ki phong vé phia minh, “Cé phai c6 muon thué phong
khong?”

Suy thoai kinh t€ m@i khung khiép lam sao, Roz tham nghi. Ngudi ta co
thé duy tri vé ngoai lac quan gia tao nay trong bao lau khi thyc t€ 1a chang
hé c6 ai ddt phong? “To6i xin 16i. T6i khong dén dé thué phong.” Co6 dua
danh thiép cho ba ta, “T6i la mot tac gia tw do va to6i nghi mét doi tuwgng
trong bai viét cha t6i c6 thé tirng thué phong tai day. Toi hi vong ba cé thé
giup toi xac nhan co ta qua anh.”

Nguwoi phu nit g6 go ngoén tay vao quyén so roi day né sang bén, “Tac
pham cua c6 sé dugc phat hanh chit?”

Roz gat dau.

“Va Belvedere sé dugc nhac dén cho du nguwoi thué phong ay la ai di
chang nita, c6 phai thé khong?”

“T6i sé khong nhac dén néu ba phan doi.”
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“C0 gai oi, co chang biét gi vé nganh kinh doanh khach san ca. Thoi diém
nay thi bat ct¢ sy nhac tén cong khai nao ciing déu dang hoan nghénh ca.”

Roz mim cwdi khi dat tdm anh ctia Olive 1én ban, “Néu c0 ta c6 dén day
thi la khodng mua hé nam 1987. Liuc dy ba c6 & day khong?”

“Co6 ddy,” nguoi phu nit n6i véi vé hoi tiéc. “Chiing to6i da mua khach san
nay vao nam 1986 khi nén kinh té dang bung né.”

Ba ta 1y cap kinh ti¥ tdi 4o ra va deo 1én, r6i chii ngudi tdi trede dé sam
soi tdm anh, “A, phai roi, téi nhé co ta rat rd. Mot cd nang to béo. Vao mua
hé nam ay, hau nhw Cha nhat nao c6 nang cling cung chong dén day. Ho
thwong thué phong ca ngay va tré vé nha vao budi t6i.” Ba ta thd dai, “Sap
xép mai tuyét voi lam sao. Chuing t6i cé thé tan dung phong do dé cho thué
vao toi Chu nhat. Thé la dugc tra gap doi cho thoi gian hai tw tiéng.” Ba ta
lai thé dai, “Gio ma dwoc nhw thé thi tot. Toi wdc ching t6i cé thé ban quach
khach san nay di, nhung véi tinh hinh co man nao la khach san nhé déu pha
san nhu bay gio, c6 khi ching t6i sé chang thu hoi néi von mat. Thoi danh
cam cu tiép vay, ching t6i cling khéng con sy Iwra chon nao khac.”

Roz g6 vao tam anh dé nhac ba ta nhd vé Olive, “Co ta va chong ty xung
la gi?”

Nguwoi phu nit boi r6i, “Tén pho bién thoi, toi nghi thé. Smith hay Brown
gi do.”

“Ho c6 ki nhan khong?”

“0, c6 chit. Chiing t6i rat can than trong chuyén nay.”

“T6i xem qua dugc khong?”

“Puwgc chit sao khéng.” Ba ta m& mot ngan ti dwdi ban va lay ra s sach
nim 1987, “Pé xem nao. A day roi. Ong ba Lewis. Cha cha, ho giau tri
twong twgng hon da phan moi ngwoi day chit.” Ba ta xoay nguwgc cudn so lai
dé Roz c6 thé doc dugc.

C0 sam soi dong chit gon gang, va tham vui ming khi cudi cung cling
tom duwgc manh moi quan trong, “Pay la chit viét tay cia nam gidi.”

“Q, diing vay. Ludn luon 1a 6ng chong ki. C6 ta tré hon chong rat nhiéu,
va hay nguwgng ngung, nhat la ltic dau. Sau do6 dan dan c6 ta ty nhién hon, ai
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cling nhu thé ca. Nhung c6 ta khéng bao gio dwa ra bat ct y kién gi. Co ta la
ai vay?”

Roz thac mac liéu nguwdi phu nit nay cé con nhiét tinh giip d& khong mot
khi ba ta da biét sy that. Nhung gidu giém ciing chang ich gi, ba ta sé biét
twong tan ngay khi cudn sach duwgc xudt ban, “Tén c6 ta la Olive Martin.”

“Chwa bao gid nghe dén.”

“Co ta dang lanh an tu vi toi giét me va em gai.”

“Chua oi! C6 phdi co ta chinh la...” Ba ta m6 phong dong tac bam chat.
Roz gat dau, “Chua oi!”

“Ba van muon khach san Belvedere dugc nhac t6i chi?”

“Sao lai khong?” Ba ta thot 1én, “Tét nhién t6i van mudn chi! Mot nit séat
nhan da ting thué phong & khach san nay. Khong thé twéng twong noi!
Chung toi sé dat bién tén trong can phong d6. Chinh xac thi c6 dinh viét cai
gi vay? Sach? Hay tap chi? Ching to6i sé cung cap m6t tam anh chup khach
san va can phong ma c6 ta da thué. Cha cha, phan khich lam sao. Uéc gi t6i
biét s6ém hon.”

Roz cudi. Ping la lam giau trén ndi dau cta ké khac, nhung c6 lai khong
thé chi trich ba ta. Chang méo nao ché m& khi dwgc dang tan miéng ca.
“Dirng mirng voi,” co6 canh bao, “Phai mat it nhat mot nam nita cudn sach
moi dugc xuat ban, va toi viét né6 nham muc dich xéa toi cho Olive, chit
khong phai két t6i thém. Ba thay day, t6i nghi co ta vo t6i.”

“Thé lai cang hay. Ching t6i sé ban cuon sach ay & sanh cho. T6i biét van
may cta minh cudi cung cling quay tré lai ma.” Ba ta twoi cudi nhin Roz,
“Phién c6 nhan vai Olive rang khi dwgc ra tu, co ta cé thé tdi day thué
phong mién phi, & bao 1au tuy thich. Chung t6i luon c6 chinh sach wu dai vGi
nhitng khach hang than thiét. Gig thi c6 gai than mén, to6i cé thé gitp gi cho
co nita khong?”

“Ba c6 may photocopy khong?”

“C6 ddy. O day trang thiét bi hién dai nao cfing c6.”

“Vay thi t6i c6 thé sao lai to xac nhan khach thué phong nay dugc khong?
Va han la ba cling c6 thé mo ta qua cho t6i nghe vé 6ng Lewis.”
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Ba ta mim mdi, “Ong ta cing khdng c6 gi dic biét 1dm. Ngoai nim muoi
mot chit. Toc vang, luébn mac com 1é t6i mau, hit thuoc. Nhw thé da chwa?”

“Ciing dugc roi. Toc 6ng ta trong c6 tw nhién khong? Ba nhd ki lai xem.”

Ngudi phu nit cwoi khiic khich, “Khong nhac thi t6i han da quén mat day.
Trudc do téi khong hé biét, cho dén khi dem cho ho mot chuit tra thi bat gap
ong ta dang ding truéc guong dé chinh mé téc gid. Sau do toi cwoi ngat,
that day. Nhung bo toéc do giong y nhw that. Nhin qua thi chang thé nhéan ra.
Co biét ong ta a?”

Roz gat dau, “Ba c6 thé nhan ra 6ng ta qua anh khong?”

“Toi sé thw. Toi thwong nhd ra duwgc khuon mat nguwdi nao dé khi nhin
thay tan mat.”

“Co khach dén tham nay, Olive.” Giam thi da bwdc vao phong trudc khi
Olive kip gidu thi¢ ¢6 ta dang lam, “Nhanh 1én. Pi nao.”

Olive vo dam tugng sap bang mot tay va bop chat ching vao nhau, “Ai
do?”

“M0ot ba x0.” Nt gidm thi nhin ban tay nam chat caa Olive, “C6 cam cai
gi thé.”

“Chi la sap nan thoi.” Co ta duoi thang nhitng ngon tay. Von dwgc son can
than va quan vai vun thanh quan do, nhwng gio may bic tuwgng sap da bi vo
lai thanh mot dong hon don nhiéu mau. Khong thé nhan ra néi truede day do
ting la cay nén trén ban tho nita.

“Thoi, bo lai di. Ba xo dang dgi dé ndéi chuyén véi co, chit khong phai
xem cO nghich dat nan.”

Hawksley dang ngu bén ban an, ngwoi thang do, tay dat 1én ban, dau guc
xubng nguc. Roz yén lang nhin anh qua ctra s, r6i gd nhe 1én tdm kinh. Doi
mat dé ngau vi mét moi ctia anh dot nhién trirng 16n. Co6 kinh ngac truéc vé
nhe nhom cua anh khi biét ai la ngudi ngoai ctra.

Anh madi c6 vao, gwong mat mét nhoc thay ro, “T6i da hi vong la c6 sé
khong quay lai niva.”
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“Anh dang so hai diéu gi thé?” Co hoi.

Anh nhin c6 véi biéu cdm gan nhu that vong, “Vé nha di. D6 khong phai
viéc cta c6.” Anh di t6i cho bon rira va md voi nwdc, nhiing dau vao doé dé
dong nudc budt lanh chdy tran trén gay.

Tang trén bong vang lén nhitng tiéng bia nén tho bao. Roz giat ndy minh,
“Oi, Chtia 0i! Gi thé?”

Hawksley nhdy ra, nam lay tay Roz, day c6 vé phia ctta. “Vé nha mau,”
anh ra lénh, “Bi ngay bay gi¢! Téi khong mudn phéi dong tha véi co dau.”

Nhuwng c6 van ditng nguyén khong nhic nhich, “Chuyén gi xdy ra vay?
Tiéng dong luc nay la gi?”

“Xin c6 day,” anh gan giong. “Tdi sé budc phai dung bién phap manh néu
c6 khong roi di ngay day.” Nhuwng trai ngwoc vdi 101 néi, dot nhién anh lai 4p
tay 1én ma Roz va hon cd, “Oi, Chda 0i!” Anh rén ri, vu6t m& téc rdi ra khoi
mat co, “T6i khéng muon em bj lién luy, Roz a. T6i khong mu6n em bi lién
luy.”

Co dang dinh ndi gi do thi canh ctta vao nha hang dot nhién bat ma. “Qua
muon roi,” c6 xoay anh lai, “Ching ta vira c6 thém ban.”

Hoan toan bat ngd, Hawksley nhéch mép cwoi déu cang. “Tao dang dogi
ching may day,” anh lé nhe. Tay anh dang ra che chd cho Roz ¢ phia sau va
chuan bi chéng dd tat ca nhitng gi sap xdy dén.

Bon ching c6 bon tén, déu to cao va deo mat na trum dau. Ching khong
noi gi, chi dung gay bong chay dap tGi tdp vao Hawksley. Dién bién nhanh
dén noi Roz da trd thanh khan gia cta tran tra tan ghé rgn nay trwedc khi kip
nhan ra van dé. Tham chi, ching con chang thém ban tam dén co.

Phan tng dau tién trong con tic gian cda c6 la dinh tom lay canh tay dang
dap tdi bui kia, nhung that bai & tran chién véi Rupert hai tuan triedc da nhac
nhd ¢o6 rang nén dung cai dau thi hon. Co run rdy md& tui xach, 1dy chiéc
tram cai mi dai hon bay phan ma c6 van luén mang theo bén minh ra, va
dam manh vao moéng ga dan 6ng ¢ gan nhat. Chiéc tram cam ngap vao da
thit nho sifc nang ctia phan dau dwgc cham ngoc cong phu. Han budt ra mot
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tiéng rén khe khé, do nguwdi vi choang vang, khién cay gy béng chay tudt
khdi tay. Khong ai nhan ra dién bién 4y, trir co.

Khé thét 1én vi khodi cdm chién thang, c6 gi manh vé phia hai “vién bi”
ctia han. Tén khén ngbi sup xudng san va bat dau la hét.

“T6i x* xong mot tén roi.” c6 thd hon hén. “Toi 1dy duwgc cai gay roi.”

“Vay thi st dung no6 di, vi Chia.” Hawksley rong 1én, chii xuéng vi mot
con mua nhitng ca dap tui bui.

“Oi Chda oi!” Dap vao chan, c¢6 nghi thim. C6 quy mot chan xudng,
giang mot don vao 6ng quan gan minh nhat va ha hé khi thdy chiéc gay da
trung muc tiéu. Co6 lai phang mot cd nita, nhung 1an nay, c6 bi giat ngugc 1én
khi mot ban tay nam ldy téc c6 va toan bit hét ching ra khéi dau. Mat c6
ang ang nudc vi choang vang va dau don.

Van chong hai tay va dau goi xuong san, dau thu lai dwégi hai vai dé tw vé,
Hawksley mo ho nhan ra tan suat nhitng ci nén giang xudng vai anh dang
giam dan. Tri ndo anh tap trung vao tiéng hét that thanh ma anh nghi la cta
Roz. Con gian bong choc birng birng khién adrenalin dang trao manh liét,
Hawksley nhém 1én véi tdt ca stc luc va lao thang vao tén dau tién ma anh
nhin thay, khién han dam sam vao cai bép dang dé ltra vi ndy gio van dun
mot chdo canh ca s6i luc buc. Khong thém dém xia dén nhitng cti danh dau
diéng van giang xudng giita hai vai minh, anh quat nga tén kia, vdi lay cai
chdo va do thit chat 16ng dang sb6i vao dau han.

Anh quay nguwoi lai dé doi mat vdi tén con lai va gio canh tay 1én d& mot
ct danh khéc trude khi dap cai chdo gang vao mot bén ham cua ké tan cong.
bo6i mat dang sau chiéc mat na anh 1én ngac nhién trwdc khi bat luc tron
tron. Han nga xudng san, bat tinh.

Kiét sitc, Hawksley nhin quanh dé tim Roz. Phai mat mét lic méi thay co,
anh chodng vang, va hoan toan mat phuwong hwéng triée tiéng hét that thanh
vang vong khap can bép. Anh lac dau dé tinh tdo lai va nhin vé phia ctra.
Anh thidy c6 gan nhuw ngay 1ap tirc, co bi giit chat trong ban tay kep lai nhw
gong kim cua tén duy nhat con sttc chién dau. Mat c6 nham nghién va dau
ngoeo sang mot béen.
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“Néu may dam manh dong, tao sé bé giy cO cO ta,” tén kia de doa
Hawksley gitta nhitng tiéng thé kho khe.

No6i cam han ban nang suc s6i nhw dong dung nham néng chdy, Hawksley
mat hét ti chd, cam dau lao thoc tdi.
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Khi Roz tinh lai, khung canh treéc mat c6 md do ki la, nhv ... giao thoa gitra
thuc té va hu do. Co biét minh dang & trong phong nhung lai cdm thdy tach
biét v4i noi nay, nhw thé c6 dang quan sat moi viéc qua mot tam kinh day.
Khong cé am thanh. C6 chi con chut ki tc vé nhitng ngén tay siét quanh co.
R6i sau d6? Co khong ro nita. Nhung chac han da rat binh yén.

Guong mat Hawksley cui xudng nhin c6. “Em 6n ch?” Giong anh nhw
vong lai tt* mOt noi xa tham.

“On,” cd murng rd [am bam.

Anh khé v6 vo ma c6. “Thé mdi la co6 gai cua t6i chit,” giong anh ém ai
nhw mot cudon len mém, “Nhanh nao. Tinh day thoi. T6i can gitap do.”

Roz cham chd nhin anh, nghiém nghi noi, “Thém mot phut nita thoi roi
toi sé ngoi day.”

Anh kéo manh chan ¢, kién quyét ra 1énh, “Ngay bay gio. Néu khong
ching ta sé tré lai diém xudt phat mat.” Anh ddi mot cay gay bong chay vao
tay co, “Toi sé troi chung lai, trong lic do, em trong chirng sau luwng t6i nhé,
kéo tén khon nan nao bat ngd danh tp.” Anh nhin vao d6i mat mu mi cda
0, r6i lac manh vai co, giong nghiém khac, “Co 1én, Roz! Tinh téo lai di va
cho t6i thdy chit sttc manh ctia em nao.”

Co thd that sau, “Pa cé ai noi véi anh rang anh thue sy 1a mot tén khon
chwa? Toi vira suyt mat mang dady.”

“Em chi bi ngét th6i,” Hawksley néi vGi vé vo cam, nhung d6i mat sang
lap lanh. “Ci dap bat ¢ tén nao dam nhic nhich,” anh hwéng dan co, “Trw
cai tén dang xa nwdc. Han da da dau dén roi.”

Hién thyc d6 ap qua thinh giac. Tiéng than thd, rén ri va tiéng nuwdc chay.
Mot tén dang chui dau dwdi voi riva. Co thoang thay mot chuyén dong qua
khée mat, lién sg hadi vung cay gay bong chay 1én vut vao cho do, khién cay
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tram lai dam sau vao mong tén khon kém may man khi han vira dau dén rut
dwgc no ra. Tiéng thét ctia han nghe that thuwong tam.

“Qi Chtia 0i!” C6 kéu 1én, “T5i vira 1am mot viéc that toi té.” Mt c6 ang
ang nuwoc.

Tréi xong ké da doa giét Roz gid da bat tinh vi cd tan céng dién cudng
cta anh, Hawksley quay sang mot tén khac cting dang bat tinh, thanh thao
vong day thirng qua c6 tay va mat ca chan cia han, “Ma han kéu vi cai gi
thé?” Anh tréi nghién tén kia vao ban an.

“V1i han bij tram dam vao méng,” Roz tra 101, rang va vao nhau 1ap cap.

Hawksley can trong tién t6i, “Tram kiéu gi?”

“Tram cai mii cia me t6i.” C6 bit miéng, “T6i chét mat.”

Hawksley nhin thdy dau trdm mau xanh luc 10i ra khéi quan bo Levis cia
tén kia, va thoang thdy cdm théng vGi han. Nhung khodnh khac dy khong
kéo dai. Anh ct dé nguyén cai tram & do trong ltic budc co tay roi tréi han
vao mot cai ban nhw tén kia. Sau d6 nghi lai, anh cwdi nhan nhd, doan nam
lay dau tram va giat manh no ra khoi cai moéng dang run ray. “D6 ché chét,”
anh 1am bam, r6i ghim céi trdm vao phia trwéc chiéc do chui dau han dang
mac.

“T6i chét mat.”

“Vay thi ngoi xuong di.” Hawksley lay ra mot cai ghé va an Roz ngoi
xuong, doan buwdc t6i md toang cira sau. “Bién ngay,” anh ra lénh cho tén
khon ditng canh bon rita, “Lét xac dén bénh vién nhanh nhat cé thé. Néu ban
bé may biét diéu thi ching sé gilt kin tén may. Néu khéng thi...” anh nhin
vai. “May c6 ntra tiéng dé di dau thu trwdc khi canh sat tim dén.”

Chang can anh néi thém cau nao, han ta lao vé phia hanh lang va mat huit.

Rén 1i vi kiét sttc, Hawksley dong ctra lai va trugt xuong san, “T6i can
nghi mot ldc. Gidp t6i mot viec duge khong, lam on thao mdt na cuaa ching
ra. Bé xem chung ta c6 gi nao.”

Pau Roz dau nhw bia b6 & nhitng cho téc bi giat ra. Co nhin anh véi doi
mat toe lra trén guwong mat trang béch. Co6 lanh lung dap, “No6i dé anh biét,
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Hawksley, t6i sap ngdt xiu tdi noi roi. C6 thé anh khong thém dé y, nhung
néu khong nho toi thi anh da nguy to roi day.

Hawksley ngap mot cai rd dai va co rdm lai vi con dau lan ra tir phan
nguc va lung. Cé 1€ 1a ran xwong swon, anh buon ba nghi tham. “PE€ t6i néi
em nghe diéu nay, Roz. Em la nguwdi phu nit tuyét voi nhat Chua tirng tao ra
trong nhitng ngwoi téi quen biét, va toi sé cudi em néu em chap nhan t6i.”
Anh mim cudi diu dang, “Nhung gio t6i mét qua. Em gitp téi dwgc khong.
Chiu nhin nhuong mot ti va cdi mat na cua chung di.”

"‘N6i, nodi, chi biét néi suéng*,”” Roz 1am bam, nhung van lam theo 16i
Hawksley. Mot bén méa anh bam tim do ct dap cta gdy bong chay. Khong
biét & lung con nghiém trong dén thé nao nita? Khap nguwdi Hawksley dé
gay, co lé lan trudc cling vay.

“Anh c6 biét ai trong s6 ho khong?” C6 nhin cham cham vao ga dan ong
bét tinh dang nam song soai gan ctra ra vao. Co thoang thdy mat han rat
quen, nhuwng roi dau han cr dong, va an twong do 1ap tirc tan bién.

“Khong,” anh da thay cai chau may ban khoan cta c6. “Con em thi sao?”

“Hinh nhu t6i da nhin thady han & dau do6,” Roz cham rai dap. “Chi la cam
twdng thoang qua thoi.” C6 lac dau, “Khong. Chac la giong mot ga nao dé
trén ti vi.”

Hawksley hay minh ditng 1én va 1ét t6i bon rita, co thé cang citng nhw
muon dinh cong tredc moi buwdc di. Anh xa nudc day bat va rét 6ng 6c vao
cai miéng dang ha ra ctia ga kia. B6i mat han bitng mé, v6i vé canh giac va
than trong. Hawksley biét chi hoi sudng théi thi sé chang ich gi. Anh nhiin
vai tir bé va nhin sang Roz, “T6i can giiup do.”

Co gat dau.

“Duwdi pho cach day khoang hai tram mét c6 mot tram dién thoai cong
cong. Lai xe ctia em xudng do, goi canh sat va cho biét Xoong Chan Tritng
vira bi dot nhap, sau dé vé nha. Bung néi tén em. Toi sé goi cho em ngay
khi c6 thé.”

“T6i nén 6 lai.”
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“T6i biét.” Gwong mat anh diu di. Trong c6 that c6 déc. Anh buéc tdi va
vuot doc ngoén tay theo go ma Roz, “Tin t6i di. T6i sé goi ma.”

Co hit mot hoi that sau, “Anh can bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

Mot ngay nao do, anh sé dén bu cho c6, anh tham nghi. “Cho t6i muwoi
lam phut r6i em hay goi cho canh sat.”

CO nhat tii xach dudi san lén, kiém tra do bén trong va kéo khéa lai.
“Muoi lam phit,” c6 nhac lai, diy m& cita r6i budc ra ngoai. C6 nhin anh
mot luc lau treeée khi dong cwa va roi di.

Hawksley dgi cho dén khi tiéng buwéc chan c6 xa dan. “Cai nay...” anh
nhe nhang noi, tay vdi 1ay chiéc tram cai md, “sé cyc ki dau don day.” Anh
tum ldy toc cua tén kia va dui han xudéng cho t6i khi mat han cham san, “Va
tao khong c6 thdi gian thi gan véi may dau.” Anh dé mot goi xudng vai han
va kéo mot ngon tay khoi ban tay dang nam chét ctia han, nhan dau nhon cta
cdy tram vao phan thit tiép giap véi moéng. Anh c6 thé thidy noi so hai cia
han, “May cé nam gidy dé ndi tredc khi tao cam ngap cai nay vao tay may.
Mot. Hai. Ba. Bon. Nam.” Anh hit mot hoi that sdu, nham chat mat va dam
that manh.

Ga dan 6ng dau don hét len.

Hawksley nghe dugc loang thoang “Tich bién tai san. May sé trang tay
khi bi tich bién tai san!” treéc khi bi giang mdt don bat ngd vao gdy.

Van diém tinh nhw moi khi, xo Bridget dan Roz vao phong khach, bao c6
ngoi xuong ghé va dwa c6 mot ly brandy. R0 rang Roz lai vira danh nhau véi
ai d6. Quan 4o c6 do day va nhéch nhéc, téc réi bu, nhitng vét dé han trén co6
va mat in day dau ngon tay. C6 1é ké do6 coi c6 la bao cat dé trut gian, nhung
ba khong hiéu néi vi sao c6 lai chiu dyng nhu thé. Hon ai hét, Roz khac xa
vdi Nancy cua Dickens*. C6 cé du su doc lap veé tw twdng dé choi bo cude
song hén ha ma Bill Sykes mang lai.
Ba im ldng cho dgi trong khi Roz ctt cwoi khuc khich khong nging.
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“Co c6 mudn ké cho toi nghe chuyén dé khéng?” Cudi cung xo cét tiéng
héi, khi Roz da hoi binh tinh lai.

Roz xi miii, “Chac to6i khong ké dwgc. Chuyén chang c6 gi hay ho ca.”
Anh mét ¢6 lai long lanh chuc cudi va cd dwa chiéc khin tay 1én miéng,
“T6i xin 16i vi da lam phién xo, nhwng t6i s¢ rang minh sé gay tai nan néu
clt co lai xe vé nha mat. T6i nghi nguoi ta goi do la hién twgng adrenalin
tang dot bién.”

Xo Bridget ngam hiéu, d6 han la tan dw cia mdt con choang vang, mot
bién phap diéu hoa ty nhién cta tri ndo vGi cac thwong ton cta co thé. “To6i
rat vui khi c6 dén day. Néi to6i nghe nhitng tién trién trong vu diéu tra di.
Hom nay t6i dén gap Olive nhung con bé khong hitng thu néi chuyén lam.”

Cam kich vi cé chuyén khac kéo tam tri minh xa khéi Xoong Chan Tritng,
Roz néi véi ba xo, “Qua that, Olive tirtng c6 nguoi yéu. Toi da phat hién ra
khach san noi bon ho van hen ho.” C6 nhin ly brandy, “D6 la khach san
Belvedere & pho Farraday. Suot mua hé nam 1987, cit Cha nhat 1a ho lai t6i
d6 thué phong.” C6 nhap mot ngum rwgu, nhanh chéng dat lai chiéc ly 1én
ban r6i ngoi thup vao ghé, day day thai duwong bang may dau ngén tay van
con run ban bat, “T6i vo cung xin 16i, nhwng t6i cam thay khong khoe lam.
Dbau t6i dau nhw buia bo.”

“T6i hiéu ma,” giong xo Bridget nghe c6 vé chua chat.

Roz mat xa hai bén thai dwong dau nhitc. “Tén khon do da c6 bt toc toi
ra,” c6 lam bam. “T6i twéng minh tiéu doi roi chiz.” C6 nhan tay vao phia
sau dau va co rum lai vi dau, “T6i c6 mot it thudc codeine trong tdi xach. Xo
lay gidp t6i v@i? Toi nghi dau toi sap no tung roi.” Co6 lai cwoi nhu dién
loan, “Chac Olive lai gdm may céi ghim 1én hinh nhan cta t6i cling nén.”

Tdc luGi véi vé quan tam ctia mot ngwoi me, X0 Bridget mang tGi ba vién
thuéc va moét ly nwdc. “T6i xin 16i, Roz thdn mén,” ba nghiém giong,
“Nhung toi thue s choang vang. Toi khong thé tha thi cho bét cit ga dan
ong nao doi xi v4i mot phu nit khong khac gi do vat thé nay, va xin 16i co
néu toi noi khé nghe, nhung t6i cling cdm thay khé long tha thi cho ca
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nguwoi phu nit. Tha song khong c6 dan 6ng con hon la séng véi mot ga chi
quan tam dén viéc ha nhuc pham gia ctia nguwdi phu nit.”

Roz liéc ba qua mi mat khép hd vi chéi do tia nang hat lai tir cira s6. Ba
X0 c6 vé vo cung gian dit, va thd manh nhv mdt con chim b6 cau kéu gu gu.
Su kich dong lai giang xu6ng khién co hoanh cia c6 dau nhéi. “Sao dot
nhién xo lai phan &ng gay gat nhw vay. Toi khong nghi Olive thay thé la ha
nhuc pham gia dau. Cé khi con ngugc lai ay chi.”

“T6i khong néi vé Olive, co gai a. T6i dang noi vé co day. Cai ga da khién
c6 thanh thé nay. Han khong xitng véi tinh yéu cia c6. Han c6 phai nhan ra
chi?”

Roz cudi rii rwgi, “Toi xin 16i, chac xo nghi t6i that tho 16 khi ct cudoi
khanh khach nhu thé. Nhung cam xtc cua t6i cit 1én 1én xuéng xudng sudt
cd may thang nay.” Co lai dui mat va xi miii, “Va cé thé néi do la nho Olive.
Co ta da khién t6i cam thay minh lai tré nén c6 ich.”

Nhan thdy sy hoang mang trén gwong mat ngwoi doi dién, cd tham thd
dai. Thuc sy sé dé dang hon néu néi doi. Nhitng 16i néi doi don gian va dé
hiéu. Téi 6n... Moi viéc déu on... Téi thich nhitng cdn phong chg... Rupert
van luén cam théng san sé va giup toi vuot qua chuyén vé Alice... Chiing toi
thudn tinh di theo hai con duong riéng... Mot mé r6i ram nhitng s that dan
xen nhau, théu dét chang chit vao tinh cach mong manh ctia con nguoi,
khién cudc song tré nén phitc tap. Gio tham chi c6 con khong chac diéu gi la
su that, diéu gi la dé6i trd. Liéu c6 c6 thuc sy thu ghét Rupert dén mic ay
khong? Co6 khong thé twdng twgng noi lic d6 minh da lay dau ra stc lyc
nita. Tat cad nhitng gi ¢6 nhd dugce la ca nam qua co6 da phéi kho s& dén
nhuwong nao.

“T6i da hoan toan si mé,” c6 hao hitng n6i nhw muon gidi thich. “Nhung
toi khong biét liéu cam nhan ctia minh la sy that hay chi la mo méng hao
huyén.” C6 lac dau, “T6i doan sé chang ai biét dugc.”

“Oi, c6 géi cua t6i. Hay can than. Niém si mé 1a mét thit na nd tinh yéu,
nhuwng khong han tot dep dau. N6 ua tan cling nhanh nhw khi ndy né. Tinh
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yéu, thi¥ tinh yéu thuwe su, can c6 thoi gian dé dam choi ndy 16c, va lam sao
tinh yéu c6 thé phat trién dugc trong khong khi ngap day bao lyc nhw thé?”

“D6 cling chdang hoan toan la 16i cta anh ay. T6i da c6 thé chay di, t6i
nghi thé, nhung t6i mirng vi minh da & lai. Néu t6i dé anh &y mot minh thi
chac bon ching da giét anh ay r6i.”

Xo Bridget thé dai, “Ong néi ga ba néi vit nhi! T6i nén hiéu 1a tén khén
bao luc khong phai la nguoi dan 6ng ma c6 dang si mé, dung khong?”

Nuwdc mat gian giva, Roz ty héi khong biét cum tv “cudi dén chét” co
phai la nghia den hay khong nita.

“Co that dling cdm. T6i thi cho rang anh ta han da lam diéu gi do té hai va
dang tron tranh trach nhiém.” Xo Bridget nhan xét.

“Co 1€ la nhv vay that. Toi khong gidi danh gia tinh cach con nguoi, xo
biét ma.”

Xo Bridget bat cwdi v6i chinh minh. “Cha, nghe cé vé hap dan day,” ba
néi vGi vé hoi ghen ti, 1y chiéc vay cua Roz tit trong mdy say ra va dat 1én
ban ui, “Nguwdi dan ong duy nhat titng t6 y thich t6i la mot ga thw ki ngan
hang song cach nha bé me t6i ba nha. Ga chi cé da boc xwong, nghéo kiét
Xac, vOi cai yét hau khong 16 treo ling lang & c6 nhw mot con bo canh ciing
lé6n mau hong. T6i khong thé nao chiu n6i ga. Nha thd con hdap dan hon
nhiéu.”

Cudn minh trong b6 4o ngu bang vai flanen cli, Roz mim cuoi, “Va bay
gio van thé sao?”

“Khong phai lic nao ciling thé. Néu chwa tirng héi han diéu gi, han t6i da
chang phai 1a con ngudi niva.”

“Xo yéu ai bao gio chwa?”

“Lay Chua, tat nhién la c6. T6i nghi la con nhiéu hon c6 nita co. Tat nhién
la chi trong tam twdng thoi. T6i da gap nhitng 6ng bo rat hap dan & trueong.”

Roz cwdi khic khich, “Nhitng 6ng bo... Kiéu nhw thé nao? Mac do chung
hay mdc quan?”

Mat ba xo anh Ién vé tinh quaéi, “Néu c6 dirng bao gid trich dan lai, thi t6i
xin néi, la téi thdy dam thay tu kha kho chiu, va vdi ti 1€ ly hon nhw hién
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nay, toi c6 nhiéu thoi gian va co hoi dé néi chuyén cac quy 6ng doc than. Cé
khi con nhiéu hon mic can thiét.”

Roz dam chiéu, “Néu moi chuyén xu6i chéo mat mai va toi lai c6 mot dira
con gai nita, toi sé cho no6 di hoc treong ctia xo, ma cé khi cling chang lau
nita dau.”

“T6i dang mong chd lam day.”

“Khong, t6i dua thoi. Toi da ting tin vao diéu ki diéu, nhung bay gio thi
khong.”

“T6i sé cau nguyén cho c6,’

5

x0 Bridget néi. “T6i da cau nguyén cho
Olive, va hay nhin xem Chua da giti mén qua gi cho toi nay.”

“0i, x0 sé khién t6i khoc mat.”

Roz thitc day vao budi sang vGi anh nang ruc rd roi xuong khudn mat,
chiéu vao tir khe hé trén tdm rem trong can phong danh cho khach cua xo
Bridget. Anh sdng quéa chéi mét nén c6 thu minh lai dw6i chiéc chin 16ng vit
am ap va lang nghe thay vi c6 ngam nhin. Nhitng chd chim bé nho dang vui
vé tdu lén bai dong ca riu rit & ngoai vweon. Radio dang phat ban tin & dau
d6, nhung am thanh qué nhé nén c6 khong thé nghe noi. Mui thit xng khai
bay 1én tit can bép dwdi nha nhw khiéu khich, giuc gia c6 phai bo day. Trong
nguwoi ngap tran mot luong sinh khi twoi méi, c6 tw hoéi tai sao minh lai cho
phép ban than lac budc lau nhr vay vao man swong mu tuyét vong. Cudc
song vO cung tuyét voi va niém ham song manh liét dén noi c6 chang thé
ngo lo.

Roz vay tay chao tam biét xo Bridget, va lai xe thang dén Xoong Chan
Tring, vira di vira nghe Pavarotti. D6 la cach dé thoat khoi nhitng suy tw.

Nha hang vang vé, gd ctrta ma khong ai tra 10i. Roz 14i xe dén tram dién
thoai ma co6 da dung dé goi cho canh sat dém qua va quay so. Co ci dé
chudng reo mot hoi lau phong treong hgp Hawksley dang ngt. Anh khong
trd 10i, c6 danh dat ong nghe vé cho cii va quay tré lai xe. C6 khong may
ban tam. That long ma ndi, Hawksley c6 thé ti cham s6c ban than tot hon
nhiéu so vGi nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng co ting biét, va c6 con c6 viéc cap bach
hon can lam. Tt hoc dung do truwde tap 10 xe, o 16i ra mot chiéc may anh tw
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dong dat tién v6i ong kinh c6 do phong dai 16n, mot mén do co dwgc thira
hwdng tv vu ly hén, va kiém tra lai cuén bang. Co khai dong xe, r6i hoa
minh vao dong nguoi.

Roz phéi dgi nhitng hai tiéng, kho s& nip minh & ghé sau xe, nhung c6 da
dwgc phan thwdng xitng dang cho s kién nhan dy. Svengali* ctia Olive cudi
cung cling xudt hién & cira truedc, 6ng ta ngirng lai mét hai giay gi do, vira da
dé c6 chup dwogc mot bitc dnh chan dung hoan hdo. Qua thau kinh phong dai,
doi mat sam mau nhin thang vao c6. C6 da bam may ngay trudc khi ong ta
quay di va nhin xudng dai 16 trong cay hai bén dwong dé quan sat xe cd. Co
cam thay toc gdy minh dung ditng. Han ong ta khong thé nao nhin thdy c6
dwgc, vi chiéc xe do cach ong ta kha xa, hon nita 6ng kinh may anh lai dwgc
dat 1én tdi xach, phia sau 16p kinh ctra s6 t6i mau, nhung c6 van khong khai
rung minh. Nhitng birc hinh chup co thé bi cat roi cia Gwen va Amber van
nam trén ghé ngay canh c6, nhw mét bang chitng kinh khing nhac nhé rang
co dang lén lit theo doi mot ké tdm than bénh hoan.

Co tr@ vé can hg, cam thay néng nuc va mét moi vi tiét troi oi & bat thuong
ctia mua heé. Khong khi mat mé ctia ba ngay truwéc da bién mat, thay vao doé
la bau troi cao va xanh ngat hita hen nhiét do sé con tang lén nita. C6 mé&
clrta s6, mdc tiéng xe c6 On a cia London tran vao nha. Nhip song hoi h3,
ban ron 4y khién c6 bang khuang nghi tGi vé yén binh va xinh dep cia Vong
Bién.

Vlra r6t nwdc udng, cd vira kiém tra tin nhan trén may trd 10i tw dong
nhung chi thdy bang trong. C6 quay s6 goi dén Xoong Chan Tritng va lang
nghe tiéng chudng reo don diéu tr dau day bén kia. Lan nay, c6 cdm thay lo
lang thye sw. Hawksley dang & cho chét tiét nao r6i? Co buc bdi nhay nhay
khép ngon cai roi goi cho Iris.
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“Gerry sé phan ng thé nao néu cau lich sy nho anh ay gitp do véi vai tro
luat sw c6 van?” Gerry Fielding 1a nhan vién mot van phong phap ly hang
dau ¢ London. “Minh can anh 4y goi cho don canh sat Dawlington va khén
khéo yéu cau vai viéc tredc khi ho nghi cu6i tuan.”

Iris chwa bao gio la nguwdi thich vong vo. “Tai sao?” Co6 héi, “Va lam thé
thi minh dugc lgi gi?”

“Pé giup minh thanh than. Gi& minh qua rdi tri nén chang thé viét noi cai
gi ca.”

“Hum. Tai sao?”

“Minh dang lo lang cho ga canh sat &m mudi ctia minh.”

“Ga canh sat am mudi cta cau?” Iris ngo vy hoi.

“U, ding vay.”

Iris nhan ra nét vui twoi trong giong néi cia c6 ban. “Oi, Chiia oi!” Cb
cau kinh, “Khong phai cau da phai long anh ta r6i chi¥? Minh twéng anh ta
chi 1a mot nguon tin thoi ma.”

“Anh ay la... con mong ai tinh bat tan.”

Iris rén ri, “Lam sao cau c6 thé viét khach quan vé dam canh sat bién chat
d6 dugc khi dang mé mét mot nguwdi trong s6 ho?”

“Ai no6i anh ay bién chat?”

“Néu Olive vo t6i thi chang phai qua ro rang roi sao? Minh tuwéng cau bao
chinh anh ta da 14y 10i khai cia Olive?”

Thdt tiéc khi chi khéng phdi la tin d6 Cong gido. Chij c6 thé dén xung toi
va sé thdy nhe nhom ngay.

“Cau van dang nghe ddy ch?” Iris héi.

“U, Gerry c6 gitip minh khong nhi?”

“Cau tr goi di thi biét.”

“Khong dwgc, minh dinh dang dén chuyén nay va ho c6 thé sé nhan ra
giong minh. Minh da goi dién bao canh sat ma.”

Iris rén ri lan nita, “Chda oi, cau da lam cai quai gi vay ha?”
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“Chang lam gi pham phdap dau, it nhat l1a minh khong nghi thé.” Co nghe
thdy tiéng cau nhau t* dau day bén kia. “Xem nay, tat ca nhitng gi Gerry
phai lam Ia hoi vai cau vo hai thoi ma.”

“Anh dy c6 can ndi doi khong.”

“C0, nhung vo hai thoi.”

“Anh ay sé noi dién lén mat. Cau biét Gerry r6i day. Chi can nghe thay
doi tra thoi 1a da toat mo hoi hot roi.” Co thd dai thwon thwot. “Cau that
nhan tdm. Cau biét 1a minh sé phai dén bu cho anh dy bang nhitng 16i hita
hen cuw xr ding myc. Cudc doi nhu thé that chang dang song nita.”

“Cau la mot thién than, Iris a. Gio thi day la nhitng thong tin Gerry can
phai biét. Anh 4y dang c6 lién lac v6i khach hang, tén la Hal Hawksley, cha
nha hang Xoong Chan Tritng trén pho Wenceslas, Dawlington. Anh ay c6 co
s@ dé khang dinh rang nha hang Xoong Chan Tring da bi d6t nhap va ban
khoan liéu canh sat cé biét lam cach nao dé lién lac v6i Hawksley khong.
Puoc chi?”

“Khong, chang dugc chit nao. Nhung minh sé xem minh c6 thé lam dwgc
gi. T6i nay cau & nha khong?”

“Co, minh sé ngoi doi.”

“Cha, chang tha hay ngoi go ban phim di,” Iris lanh lung nhac nhé. “Minh
chan canh la nguwoi duy nhat lam nhitng viéc c6 y nghia trong moi quan hé
mat can doi gitta ching ta r6i day.”

Roz da rira xong anh & mot civa tiém trén dai 10 gan nha khi di mua sam. Gio
c6 dang trai ching ra chiéc ban tra va nghién cttu. Co6 nhat nhitng tdm chup
ga Svengali, hai birc can mat, mot tam chup toan than tir phia sau khi ong ta
bwdc sang mot bén, va mim cwdi nhin dong anh con lai. Co da quén mat
rang minh tirng chup ching. Cé 1€ 1a cd y, c6 tham nghi. D6 la dnh Rupert
va Alice dang choi dua ngoai veon hom sinh nhat Alice, mot tuan treéc vu
tai nan. C6 nhé ho da tam ngung chién tranh lanh vi Alice. Va ho da git
dwgc thoa thudn dé trong mot gidgi han nhat dinh, mién la c6 con c6 thé gia
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vO binh tinh va mim cwoi khi Rupert c* gam miii tén tdam doc vao tim co
bang cach 1ai nhai vé Jessica, can ho cia Jessica, cong viéc ctua Jessica, va
vé moi thit déu hoan my xuat sac cia Jessica. Niém vui cua Alice khi thay
b6 me tré vé bén nhau van ngdi sang trén nhitng tam anh.

Roz nhe nhang dat ching sang mot bén va luc tim trong tii do, 1ay ra vai
tam gidy bong kinh, mot cai choi son va ba tuyp mau acrylic. C6 nhai miéng
banh pa té va bat dau cong viéc.

Thinh thoang c6 ngirng lai va mim cwoi voi con gai. Co thu thi véi Quy
ba Antrobus dang cudn tron man nguyén trén long c6 rang, 1€ ra c6 nén in
nhitng tdm anh nay tir 1au r6i magi phai. Con btp bé bang gié rach dugc dang
trén bao chi khong phai la Alice.

bay mai la Alice.

“Ga ta tron roi,” Iris thong bao thang thirng sau hai tiéng dong ho. “Va
Gerry da bi doa dam du kiéu rang phai bao lai cho canh sat vé hanh tung cta
than chd minh ngay khi anh ay biét dwgc thong tin gi d6. Pa cé 1énh bat git
ga xau xa dé. Sao cau c dinh dang dén may ké khon nan nhw thé nhi? Cau
nén gap god nhitng nguoi tot ay, nhv Gerry chang han,” c6 nghiém giong.
“Nhitng nguwoi nhw thé sé khong doi nao danh dap phu nit hay lién d&i dén
mady vu pham t6i.”

“Minh biét,” Roz 6n tén dap. “Nhung dan 6ng t6t da c6 chu hét roi. Ho c6
n6éi Hawksley bi két toi gi khong?”

“Rat nhiéu tdi thi chinh xac hon. Phéng hoa, chong nguwdi thi hanh cong
vy, hanh hung gay thwong tich, bé tron khoi hién treong gay an. Toi gi ga
cling pham phdi. Néu ga ta lién lac vGi cau, thi cau cling khong can béo lai
cho minh dau. Gerry da bi coi nhw nguwdi biét danh tinh ctia mot ké sat nhan
hang loat nhung van gitt im lang. Anh dy chac sé 1én con dau tim mat néu
nghi minh biét cho ga ta ¢ dau.”

“Minh sé khong noéi ntra 16i,” Roz hira.
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bau day bén kia thoang im lang, “T6t hon hét la cau nén dap may khi ga
ta goi t6i. C6 mot ngwoi dan ong phai nhap vién véi vét béng khing khiép
trén mat, mot canh sat bi sai quai ham va khi ho dén bat giir thi ga da phéng
héa doét ludn cd nha hang. Minh thdy ga ta v6 cung nguy hiém chi¢ chang
dua dau.”

“Co lé cau noi dung,” Roz cham rai dap, ty hoi khong biét chuyén quai
quy gi xdy ra sau khi c6 roi di. “Nhwng anh ta ¢c6 mot bd mong hap dan lam
d6. Khong phai minh qua may man hay sao?”

“Vé& van vira thoi.”

Roz mim cudi, “Cam on Gerry hd minh. Minh rat cdm kich tredc 1ong tot
ctia anh ay du cau khong thay thé.”

Roz ngu trén sofa dé khéi bé 16 tiéng chuéng dién thoai nao. Co c6 cam
giac anh sé khong tin twdng vao may tra 10i ty dong.

Nhung dién thoai im lang su6t hai ngay cudi tuan.
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16

Sang tht Hai, v&i sy mét méi va tram uat lai dé nang lén vai, Roz di t6i
khach san Belvedere va dat tdm anh lén quay tiép tan.

“Pay co phai ong Lewis khong?” C6 héi ba cha khach san.

Ngudi phu nit ti¥ té€ ay deo kinh 1én va cham chi nhin tdm anh. Ba ta lac
dau t6 vé ay nay, “Khong phai r6i, t6i xin 16i. Tham chi con chang giong
chut nao.”

“Gio th lai xem.” C6 dat mot tam gidy bong kinh mau 1én tdm anh.

“Chua oi! That khong thé tin n6i. D6 ding la 6ng Lewis.”

Marnie xac nhan, “Dung la 6ng ta. D6 chét bam.” Ba ta nheo mat. “Trong
ong ta khong duwge an dnh lam ding khong? Mot co gdi tré c6 thé thay nét
hdp dan gi & con ngwoi nay co chir?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 1€ 1a yéu vo diéu kién.”

“Ong ta 13 ai?”

“MOot tén tam than,” Roz nai.

Ba ta huyt séo, “Vay thi c6 phai can than day.”

“Vang.”

Marnie g6 b0 mong tay son dé 1én mat ban, “Cé chac la c6 khong mudn
néi cho t6i biét 6ng ta la ai khéng, phong treong hgp canh sat tim thay cac
manh xac ctia c6 trén san bép?” C6 tham nghi, han ba ta dang dinh kiém
chac day ma.

Roz nhin thang vao nguwoi doi dién, “Khong, cdm on. D6 la chit thdng tin
ma toi muon gitr bi mat. To6i khong muon danh ran dong cé.”

“To6i sé khong tiét 10 gi dau,” Marnie biu mo6i doi hon nhw thé bi hiéu

nham.
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“Ba sé khong thé tiét 16 gi néu tdi khong cho ba co hdi lam vay.” Roz nhét
tam anh vao tai xach, “Du gi thi lam thé sé la v6 trach nhiém. Ba la nhan
chitng quan trong. Han cling c6 thé dé dang dén tim ba va bam ba thanh
ti'ng manh nho ddy.” C6 mim cwoi lanh lung, “Néu vay thi lwong tam toi sé
can riet lam.”

Roz quay tré lai xe va ng6i lang vai phit, nhin cham cham ra ngoai ctra s6.
Néu c6 bao gig ¢6 can mot cru canh sat hién lanh hwéng dan cho c6 vugt
qua ma tran cac tha tuc phap ly, thi chinh la Iuc nay day. Co chi la mot ké
nghiép du, c6 thé dé dang mac 16i va huy hoai co hoi khang an. Néu vay, s
phan Olive sé di vé dau? Co 1€ 1a chét ruc trong tu. Olive chi duwgc minh oan
nhanh chéng khi thi pham bj két an. Dau da nay sinh nhitng nghi ngo c6 co
s@, nhung biét dau phai mat hang nam troi Bo N6i vu méi cam thay can
dong tay xem xét. Sau nghi pham Birmingham* phai cho bao lau md&i dugc
gidi oan? Trach nhiém khién banh xe cong ly di ding hwéng khién c6 so hai.

Nhwng du mién cudng, co6 van phai thira nhan rang, diéu khién c6 thay ap
e hon ca la co biét minh sé khong da diing khi dé viét cuén sach nay néu
gd nhan tinh dién ro cta Olive van con nhén nho ngoai vong phap luat. Du
co gang bao nhiéu, co cling khong thé gat nhitng bitc anh chup thi thé Gwen
va Amber ra khoi tam tri.

Co thyi ndm ddm xudng v6 lang. Anh & dau, Hawksley? D6 chét bam!
T6i da ludn xuat hién dang lic vi anh co ma.

Graham Deedes dang buéc vé van phong cia minh sau mét ngay dai & toa
an. Anh ta nhan tran khé chiu khi thdy Roz ng6i & ghé ngoai cita phong.
Anh ta c0 tinh nhin dong ho, “T6i dang ban, thwa co Leigh.”

Co thd dai, nhom day khoi ghé. “Chi nam phat thoi,” ¢6 nan ni. “Toi da
doi anh hai tiéng r6i.”
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“Khong thé dugc, t6i xin 16i. Chung t6i c6 khach tdi an t6i va toi da hira
v6i vg sé khong vé mudn.” Anh ta m& cita va buéc vao phong, “Hay goi
dién tGi van phong va dat lich hen. T6i sé ¢ toa an ba ngay t¢i nhung t6i chi
c6 thé gap c6 vao cudi tuan thoi.” Anh ta chuan bi dong ctra lai tréc mat co.

Roz dirng thang lén, twa vai chan tredc khung ctra, va gitt ctta canh m@
bang mot tay, “Olive thuc sw c6 nhan tinh. T6i biét han 1a ai va t6i da c6 hai
nhan chitng nhan dién dwgc han qua anh, mot ngwoi trong s6 doé la cha
khach san ma han va Olive thudng thué phong trong suét mua he truéce khi
xdy ra vu an. To6i con c6 mét nhan chitng khac san sang xac nhan 101 khai da
tirng pha thai cua Olive. Moc thoi gian ba ay cung cap cho t6i chi ra rang
néu dira tré con séng thi no sé dwgc sinh ra trong khodng gan vdi vu giét
nguwoi. Toi con biét cé hai nguwdi, Robert Martin va b6 cia mot nguwdi ban
ting choi véi Olive, da cé lan khai bao vé6i canh sat rang Olive khong thé
giét em gdi. Gia thuyét ma ca hai da doc 1ap dwa ra 1a Gwen da giét Amber,
vi r0 rang ba ta khong wa Amber, va sau d6 Olive giét Gwen. T6i biét nhitng
bang chitng giam dinh phap y khong cing c6 cho gia thuyét nay, nhung no
chitng té con ton tai rat nhiéu nghi van nghiém trong ma t6i nghi lic dé anh
chwa chu y dén.”

Roz nhin thdy vé mat kién nhan trén gwong mat anh ta, nhwng van c6 néi
cho hét, “Hom truwdc doé la sinh nhat Olive, va t6i khong tin co ta lai & nha
vao cai dém trudc hdm xdy ra vu an. Toi tin chac Gwen va Amber da bi giét
trdc thoi diém Olive khai nhan minh da ra tay. T6i nghi Olive vé nha vao
lic nao d6 khoang budi sang hodc budi chiéu ngay mung 9, phat hién ra
nhitng céai xac trong bép, biét rang chinh nhan tinh cia minh la tha pham,
nén bi soc va thiy an nan tdi mic ditng ra nhan t6i thay. Toi nghi c6 ta thay
vO cung tv ti, dau buon, cling khong biét lam thé nao dé doi mat véi sy that
rang ba me da chét, néi khac di la cho dwa 16n nhat cia cudc doi minh dot
nhién bi cwép mat.”

Deedes nhat vai to@ gidy trén ban va nhét vao cap. Pa tirng nghe qua nhiéu
10i bién hd giau sic twéng twogng nén gio anh ta té vé lich sy nhiéu hon la
quan tam, “T6i cho rang c6 dang muon noéi Olive va tinh nhan ctia c6 ta da &
bén nhau vao déem tredc hom xay ra vu an trong mot khach san nao dé.”
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Roz gat dau.

“Co0 c6 bang chitng gi khong?”

“Khong. Ho khong dén & khach san ma ho van thuwong thué phong, nhung
diéu do chang c6 gi ngac nhién ca. D6 la mot dip dac biét. Co6 thé ho da tdi
tan London.”

“Trong trwong hop do, tai sao c6 ta lai cho rang nhan tinh ctia minh chinh
la hung tha? Ho phai di cung nhau chit. Ngay ca néu han bo c6 ta & cho nao
do rat xa, thi han cling khong du thoi gian quay vé gay an dau.”

“Han c6 thé, néu 1én ra ngoai trong dém,” Roz phan phédo. “Va bé lai c6 ta
mot minh & khach san.”

“Tai sao han phai lam thé?”

“Bai Olive da ndi v6i han rang, néu khong vi dita con ngoai gia thu cua
em gai minh va viéc me c6 ta ludn ghé sg chuyén do sé xay ra lan nita, thi
han da cé thé lam bo r6i.”

Deedes nhin dong ho deo tay, “Pita con ngoai gia thi nao?”

“Prtra tré ma Amber sinh ra khi c6 ta m@i 13 tu6i. Khéng can phai ban cai
vé viéc do. Pita tré da dugc nhac tdi trong di chiic cia Robert Martin. Gwen
da thanh céng trong viéc tong khit dira tré, va ba ta khong muén phai lap lai
chuyén &y, thé nén da thuyét phuc Olive pha thai.”

Deedes nong rudt tac lwdi, “Cau chuyén nay khong thuc té lam, co6 Leigh
a. Theo nhitng gi t6i biét, c6 khong c6 cach nao chitng minh cho nhitng luan
diéu vira r6i. C6 khong thé khoi khoi budc t6i ai do giét nguwdi ma thiéu
bang chitng thuyét phuc hodc thiéu tiém lwc tai chinh dé trd khoan boi
thwong khong 16 néu thua kién.” Anh ta lai nhin déng ho, lwdng v gitta viéc
di hay &, “Gid c& cho rang gia thuyét ctia c6 la sy that, thi b caa Olive da &
dau khi vg va con gai ong ta bi giét hai da man trong bép nha minh? Néu t6i
nhé chinh xac thi dém d6 6ng ta van ¢ nha va di lam nhu binh thwong vao
sang hom sau. Hay c6 dinh néi rang ong ta khong hé biét nhitng chuyén da
xay ra?”

“Pung, do chinh x4c la nhitng diéu t6i dang nghi.”
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Guong mat thu thai cia Deedes bong nhan lai boi r6i, “Diéu d6 that ngd
ngan.”

“Gia thuyét ay hoan toan hgp ly, néu Robert Martin khong cé & nha.
Nhitng nguoi néi Robert & nha chi c6 Olive, ban than Robert va nguoi hang
x6m. Hon nita, ba ta chi dé cap dén Robert khi khai rang Gwen va Amber
van con song vao lic 8 rudi sang.”

Deedes lac dau quay quay, “Tat ca déu noi doi sao? That la nuc cwoi. Tai
sao ngwoi hang xom lai phai néi d6i?”

Roz thé dai, “T6i biét viéc nay nghe that khé chap nhan. Nhung toi da suy
nghi rat nhiéu nén mdi hiéu ra. Robert Martin la mot nguwoi dong tinh kin.
T6i di tim ra quan bar ma 6ng ta hay lui t6i dé gip ban tinh. O d6, 6ng ta
kha noéi tiéng vGi cai tén Mark Agnew. Cha quan rwgu nhan ra 6ng ta ngay
1ap titc. Néu 6ng ta & bén ban tinh vao dém doé roi di thang t&i cho lam thi
ong ta sé chang biét chuyén gi da xady ra trong can bép nha minh cho dén khi
dwgc canh sat thong bao.” C6 nhuwéng may vé giéu cot, “Va ong ta khong
bao gid phai khai that chuyén minh da & dau, vi Olive twéng rang bo & nha
dém dé, va khai rang co6 ta chi tan cong ba me sau khi 6ng bo da di khéi.”

“Cho da, cho da,” Deedes voi néi, nhw thé dang muon dat mii m6t nhan
chitng kho6 nhan. “Pau thé xdy ra cd hai trwong hgp. Mot phut tredc co vira
cho rang tinh nhan ctia Olive bé di gitta dém dé t&i giét Gwen.” Anh ta vuot
tay 1én téc nhu thé c6 suy nghi cho ranh mach, “Nhwng vi xac Robert khong
¢ hién trwong khi Olive tré vé, co ta han phai biét rang b minh da khong &
nha dém d6 chit. Tai sao con khai nhan rang 6ng ta & nha?”

“Bai 1€ ra ong ta phai ¢ nha. Nghe nay, viéc tinh nhan cta Olive 1én di lic
nao von khéng quan trong, nita dém hay rang sang ciing vay théi. Olive
khong c6 xe, c6 ta han rat buon khi bi gia dinh ng6 lo, cong véi viéc da xin
nghi m6t ngay dé tan hwdng sinh nhat véi ban trai, nén kha nang cao la co ta
sé khong vé nha cho t6i chiéu. Chac han c6 ta twéng rang nhan tinh da doi
t6i lic Robert di lam méi 1én vao tan cong Gwen va Amber, nén theo 1€ tw
nhién cb ta s& nhic dén bd minh trong 16i khai. Ong ta sinh hoat ngti nghi &
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can phong phia sau, nhung chang ai trong nha do, hoac cé 1é chi minh
Gwen, biét rang 6ng ta 1én ra ngoai moi toi dé quan hé dong tinh.”

Deedes liéc nhin dong hé lan thit ba, “Khong 6n roéi. Toi phai di day.”
Anh ta véi ldy do khoac va vat ho 1én canh tay, “Co van chwa giai thich vi
sao ngwoi hang xém lai n6i d6i.” Anh ta dan c6 ra ngoai réi dong cira.

Roz ngodi lai ndi chuyén véi anh ta khi hai ngwdi di xuéng cau thang,
“T6i doan rang, khi canh sat ké Gwen va Amber da bi giét, ba ta lién nghi
ngay dén viéc Robert chinh la hung thd, va doan la vu nay c6 dinh dang téi
chong ba ta.” Co6 nhuin vai tredc cai khit miii t6 vé khong tin ctia Deedes,
“Ba ta biét tat ca vé nhitng mo6i quan hé gia tao ctia nha ay, biét chéng ba ta
danh hang gio lién v&i Robert trong can phong phia sau; va toi nghi, chac
han ba ta cling biét Robert la ngwoi dong tinh va ty suy luan rang chong
minh ciing giéng nhw vay. Ba ta cé thé da rat soc cho dén khi nghe tin Olive
diéng ra nhan t6i giét nguwoi. Néu dung la Robert ra tay vi tinh yéu vdi
Edward, vu an dong troi sé htty hoai moi thit, thé nén ba ta c6 gang dé tranh
cho chéng minh khéi lién dgi bang cach noéi vdi canh sat rang Gwen va
Amber van con song sau khi Edward da roi nha di lam.” C6 budc phia truéc
anh ta sudt doc hanh lang, “May man cho ba ta la 10i khai ay khong bao gio
bi nghi ngd vi n6 gan nhv trung khép hoan toan véi nhitng gi Olive da n6i.”

Ho di qua ctta chinh va xu6ng may bac tam cap t6i via he.

“Qua trung khép sao?” Anh ta 1am bam, “L.&i khai cta Olive rat don gian.
Con gia thuyét caa co lai qua phtc tap.”

“Sw that luén phitc tap ma,” Roz néi chac nich. “Sy that la ca ba nguoi ho
chi m6 td mot budi sang thit Tw binh thwdong. Thé nén dwong nhién sé trung
khép v6i nhau r6i.”

“T6i di 16i nay,” Deedes chi vé hwdng ga Holborn.

“Puoc thoi. T6i sé di cung anh,” co phai rdo buéc dé bat kip anh ta.

“T6i khong hiéu c6 no6i véi toi tat ca nhitng chuyén nay dé lam gi, co
Leigh a. Nguoi ma c6 can néi chuyén lic nay la luat sw c6 van cua cb ta,
ong Crew ay.”
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Roz tranh tra 10i truc tiép, “Anh dang nghi t6i vira pha duwgc mot vu an
sao?”

Deedes mim cwdi hai huwéc, ham rang trang 16a trén gwong mat dam mau,
“Khong, c6 con xa m@i pha dwgc an. Co chi vira méi bat dau théi. Tdi cho
ong Crew di.”

“Anh la m6t luat sw,” c6 van co nai ni. “Néu phai dau tranh vi Olive, anh
sé can nhitng gi dé chitng minh trwdc toa rang co ta vo toi?”

“Bang chitng cho thdy c6 ta khong thé c6 mat ¢ nha vao thoi gian dién ra
vu an.”

“Hodc tim ra hung thu thyc su?”

“Hodc tim ra hung thu thuc sy,” anh ta xac nhan. “Nhung toi nghi khong
dé dau.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi khong c6 bang chitng nao chong lai han. Néu gia thuyét cia co la
ding thi han Olive ciling da che gidu toan b6 cac bang chitng khac roi. va c6
ta da rat thanh cong. Moi tang chitng con lai déu chi ra rang c6 ta chinh la
hung tht.” Anh ta chdm budc khi ho t6i ga tau, “Thé nén, trir khi tén sat
nhan gia twdng cua c6 tw ra dau thu va thuyét phuc dugc canh sat rang han
biét nhitng diéu ma chi minh hung thu mdgi biét, thi chang con cach nao khac
dé khang cdo cho Olive ca.” Anh ta mim cwoi dy ndy, “Va t6i khong nghi
gio han sé lam thé dau, don gian la béi trvdc do han da khong lam thé r6i.”

Twr ga Holborn, Roz goi dién t6i nha tu, nho giam thi nhan véi Olive rang
hom nay minh khong thé t6i dugc. C6 bong thay cé gi d6 khong o6n, vé
Olive.

Khi Roz budc qua ctra chinh cta khu nha c6 ¢ thi cling da kha mugn. Hanh
lang t6i den mot cach bat thwong. Bat cong tac & cau thang va 16i di tang
mot, co thd dai khi thdy den khong sang. Chac lai mat dién. Moi thit t6i tam
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nhw tdm trang cda chinh ¢6 vay. Co6 1an mo trong tti dé 14y chia khoa can hg,
va do dam budc 1én cau thang, c6 nhd xem liéu nén dung dd tir 1an truedc ¢
con khong. That may, con mot cay nén trong ti bép, néu khong dém nay han
sé dai 1€ thé va té ngat.

Khi ¢6 dang quo quang dé budc vé phia canh ctra va s& tim chot khdéa thi
dot nhién co thir gi d6 ditng vut day ngay canh chan c6 va cham vao co.

“A!” Co6 hét 1én, dung hét sitc binh sinh dé danh né.

Ngay luc do, c6 bi nhac bong 1én, mot ban tay 16n ap chat vao miéng,
“Suyt,” Hawksley thi tham vao tai c6 va cwdi dén rung ca nguoi. “T6i day.”
Anh hén phét 1én mili ¢6. “Oi!” Anh kéu 1én, tha c6 ra va gap nguoi lai.

“Pirng cé qua trén.” Tay c6 qud quang xuéng nén nha dé tim chia khda,
“May cho anh 12 t6i khong c6 cai trdm cai mii & day day. A, thay roi,” C6 lai
vuon lén lan tim 6 khoa. “DPugc r6i.” Co thi bat dén bén trong nhung béng
t0i day ddc van ngy tri. “Xem nao,” co tim lay 4o khoac va kéo anh vao,
“To6i nghi phai c6 nén & trong bép.”

“Moi viéc 6n ca chi¥?” Mot giong phu nit vong xudng ti tang trén.

“Vang, cam on.” Roz tra 10i. “T6i giam phai thi gi d6. Cat dién lau
chua?”

“Ntta tiéng. Toi da goi dién roi. Cau chi bi nd. Ho néi phai mat ba tiéng.
T6i bdo ho néu lau hon thi khong doi nao t6i tra tién dién dau. Ching ta phai
ctirng ran. Co ciling nghi vay chi?”

“R0 la thé,” Roz dap, ban khoan khong biét minh dang noi chuyén vai ai.
Co 1€ la ba vo nha Barrett. Co biét tén ho tir dia chi hom thw nhwng chwa bao
gid nhin thdy mat. “Néi chuyén vdi chi sau nhé,” c6 déng cira lai, va thi
tham, “T0i sé thit tim cay nén.”

“Tai sao chung ta lai phdi n6i tham?” Hawksley thi tham lai.

Roz cwdi khic khich, “Béi trong bong t6i moi ngwoi thuong lam thé.”

Anh vap phai th& gi do, “That nyc cwoi. Pén duong van sang phai khong.
Chac han rém ctra dang buong kin.”

“Co 1é vay.” Roz kéo ngan ta bép, “Sang nay t6i da dé day.” Co6 lan tim
trong dam cudn chi va tua vit, “Day réi. Anh cé diém khong?”
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“Khong,” anh kién nhan dap. “Néu khong t6i da cham mot que réi. Em c6
nuoi ran khong day?”

“Dirng c6 ngd ngan. Toi nudi mot con meo.” Nhung Quy ba Antrobus
dau r6i? Lé ra khi tra chia khoa vao 6, c6 da phai nghe thdy nhitng tiéng kéu
vui mirng roi chit. Roz di nguwgc vé phia cita va s@ soang tim chiéc cap,
trong dé c6 hop diém c6 mang vao tu. C6 md& khoa va luc lgi trong dong
gidy t0 roi bao anh, “Néu anh tim dugc sofa, thi rém ctta & ngay phia sau ay.
Bén trai c6 mot cai day kéo nho.”

“T6i tim thay gi d6. Nhung khong phai sofa.”

“Thé la gi?”

“T6i khong biét,” anh canh giac néi. “Nhung du la gi thi cling khong hay
ho lam dau. N6 w6t va nhay nhua, dang cudn vao co toi day nay. Em chac la
minh khéng nudi ran chi?”

Roz bat cudi lo lang, “Dting c6 ngoc thé.” Nhitng ngdén tay cham vao hop
diém, c6 nhe nhom chop lay nd, quet Ita va gio 1én. Hawksley dang ditng
gitta phong, dau va vai quan trong chiéc 4o am ma c6 vira giat budi sang va
treo trén mac 4o cho chao dén. C6 cwai rii, “Anh biét d6 khong phai la ran
ma,” co dwa cay nén lai gan ngon I¥a ctia que diém.

Hawksley tim thady sgi day va kéo rém ctra 1én dé anh dén duwong roi vao
nha. Nho vay, cung vGi cdy nén, can phong thoat ra khéi bong t6i den dac.
Anh nhin quanh. Khan tam, quan &o, tdi dung do, nhitng tdm anh nam la liét
trén ban va ghé, mot cai chan 16ng vit trén sofa r6t mot nira xuéng san,
nhitng chiéc cdc ban, va tdi gidy dung khoai tay chién da hét nam vwong vai.
“Cha, tuyét that,” anh nhac chan hat miéng banh pa té an da& di, “Lau lam roi
toi khong c6 cam giac than thudc giong ¢ nha dén vay.”

“T6i dau ngo anh sé t6i,” ¢6 can than nhat mau banh 1én va vitt vao thung
rac. “Chi it, toi nghi anh cling sé goi dién bao truwéc chi.”

Anh cidi xuéng cham vao qua béng 16ng trang mém mai dang du6i minh
thw thai trén chiéc chan l6ng vit &m ap. Quy ba Antrobus liém tay anh to vé
dong y r6i dung lwdi chai chudt lai toan bo than thé, “Em van thudng ngu
trén sofa a?”
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“Trong phong ngu khong co dién thoai.”

Anh nghiém nghi gat dau nhung khong noi gi.

CoO tién vé phia anh, khé nghiéng cdy nén dé sap nong khong chay vao
ngoén tay, “O, Chiia oi, anh khong biét tdi vui thé nao khi gip lai anh dau.
Gan nhw khong thé tin néi. Anh da & cho chét tiét nao vay? To6i lo chét mat.”

Anh cui dau va ap vang tran moi mét vao mai téc thom ngat cia co.
“Nhiéu cho lam,” anh dat hai tay 1én vai c6 va luwét dau ngon tay doc theo
can co.

“Pa c6 1énh bat giir anh,” co yéu 6t ndi.

“T6i biét.” M6i anh mon trén ma c6, nhe nhang dén noi c6 gan nhu khong
chiu dung noi.

“Chac t6i sé dot chay thit gi d6 mat,” co rén ri.

Anh lan xudéng va kéo cay nén ra. “Thuc té em da lam thé ro6i.” Anh dat
doi tay khoe khoan xudng mong Roz va kéo 0 lai gan. “Cau hai la...” anh
thi tham vao c6 co6. “Liéu toi c6 nén tam nwdc lanh trede khi sy viéc di qua
xa khong nhi?”

“Dé c6 phai la mot cau hoi nghiém tic khong?” Liéu anh c6 thé dirng lai
khong? C6 thi khong thé.

“Khong, do la mot cau hoai lich sy.”

“Em sap khong chiu néi r6i.”

“Phai thé chit sao,” d6i mat anh 14p lanh trong anh sang mau cam ctua dén
dwong. “Chét tiét, anh da khong chiu n6i hang tuan ro6i.”

Bi dudi khéi cai chan 16ng vit, Quy ba Antrobus phan nd bwgc thang vao
nha bép.

Lat sau, dién sang trd lai, lan 4t &nh vang leo 1ét ctia cay nén sap tan va dang
chdy dan thanh dong sap trén ban.

Hawksley vuét sgi toc khéi gwong mat Roz, “Em la nguwdi phu nit dep
nhat ma anh tirng biét.”
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C06 mim cwdi yéu 6t, “Em tuwéng em qua gay chiy?”

P6i mat sam mau cda anh dju lai. “Anh biét em néi doi vé cai may hong
ma.” Anh vudt ve doc theo canh tay thanh manh ctia c6, kep chat 1dy ching
bang nhitng ngoén tay rao ryc ctia minh. C6 hoan toan dé mé. Anh nhédc co
1én va dat c6 ngo6i 1én 1ong minh, “Anh da luén mo vé canh nay.”

“Co phai la gidc mo dep khong?”

“Khong thé sanh vagi doi thue.”

“Pu r6i,” 1at sau c6 noi, tregt khoi nguwdi anh va mac quan ao vao. “Anh
dinh xt ly thé nao véi 1énh bat git?”

Hawksley phét 16 cau hédi va gdy gdy nhitng tam anh trén ban tra, “Pay la
chong em a?”

“Chong cii.” Co vt cho anh chiéc quan dai.

Anh thé dai va mdc quan vao, sau do tach riéng tdm anh chup can mat
Alice ra. “Va day chac han la con gai em.” Giong anh déu déu, “Trong con
bé rat giong me.”

“Nghe nay,” Roz ngat 1i anh, “Con bé mat r6i.”

Co doi anh xin 16i va doi cha dé, nhvng Hawksley mim cwdi va cham
ngon tay vao gwong mat twoi cwoi cia con bé, “That xinh xan.”

“Phai.”

“Tén c6 bé la gi?”

“Alice.”

Anh cham chd nhin tdm dnh gan hon, “Anh nhé hoi sdu tu6i anh ciing
tirng thich mot c6 bé xinh xan giong thé nay. Anh da rat lo lang va ngay nao
cling héi di hoi lai rang co dy yéu anh dén nhwong nao. Cau tra 16i luén ludn
giong nhau. Co ay sé gio tay ra, nhu vay,” anh dang rong hai canh tay, hét
nhw mot ngw dan dién ta do dai cta con ca. “Va néi, nhiéu chirng nay nay.”

“Phai,” Roz nhd lai. “Alice cling ludn do dém tinh yéu bang hai canh tay.
Em da quén mat day.”

Co0 c0 lay lai tdim anh, nhung anh da nhac né ra xa khoéi tam véi ctia c6 va
mang tGi truc anh sang, “Anh mét co bé 1ap lanh vé rat quyét tam.”
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“Con bé luon nhuw thé.”

“Trong thong minh 1am. Con bé luén nhw thé a?”

“Um. Con bé c6 nhitng quan diém rat kién quyét. Em nhé c6 mot lan...”
Co chgt roi vao im lang.

Hawksley mdc dao so mi vao va bat dau dong ctic, “Me nao con nay. Anh
ca con bé cé thé ché ngy dwgc em trwde ca khi né biét di niva kia. Anh rat
muon dwge nhin thay ai do kiém ché dwgc em.”

Roz chdm chiéc khan tay 1én d6i mat dam ¢, “Em xin 16i.”

“Vi cai gi?”

“Vi khién anh kho xr.”

Anh kéo c0 guc 1én vai anh va 4p ma minh vao mai téc c6. Xa hoi phuwong
Tay méi nuwc cudi lam sao khi khién mot ba me khong dam roi nuwéc mat
khoc thwong cho dita con da mat ctia minh vi s¢ lam ai d6 khé xt.

“Cam on anh.” Roz thdy nét ban khoan trong d6i mat anh, “Vi da lang
nghe,” co giai thich.

“Co6 sa gi dau, Roz.” Anh c6 thé thdy co6 yéu dubi va hoai nghi dén
nhwong nao, “Hay em dinh tran troc ca dém vé chuyén nay va sang mai thitc
day ao wdc rang chwa bao gio ké cho anh nghe vé Alice?”

Anh qua tinh té. C6 nhin di cho khac, “Em ghét cdm gidc minh mong
manh yéu dubi.”

“U,” anh hiéu diéu dé. “Pén day nao.” Anh v6 vao 1ong minh, “Pé anh ké
em nghe nhitng ton thwong ctia anh. Hang tuan lién em da c¢6 moi nhitng bi
mat ay ra, va gio thi dén lwgt em xitng dang duwgc cwdi nhao anh ro6i.”

“Em sé khong cuoi.”

“A!” Anh thi thdm, “Ra 1a vay. Em hon anh r6i d6. Anh s& cui khi nghe
chuyén ctia em, nhung em lai khong cuwoi khi nghe chuyén cua anh.”

C0 quang tay quanh ngwoi anh, “Anh that giong Olive.”

“Uébc gi em dirng so sanh anh véi con dién & Dawlington dé nita.”
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“Loi khen day. Olive la m6t ngwoi rat tot. Giéng nhw anh vay.”

“Anh khong tot dau, Roz a.” Anh &p chat hai tay vao ma co, “Anh bi S&
Vé sinh Dich té khéi t6. Bao cdo cta thanh tra y té néi rang nha bép ctia anh
la noi té hai nhat ma anh ta titng thdy. Hon 95% thit séng trong ta lanh da
thiu thoi va day doi bo. Thitc an khé khong dugc cat trit trong cac ngan kin
theo dung tiéu chuan, tham chi ho con tim thay phan chudt trong do6. Trén
cac chan dung thitc an day nhitng tdi rac dé m@. Rau ca théi hong dén miic
phai vitt di hét, tham chi con cé chudt song dwéi day n6i.” Anh nhuwdng may,
vé moi mét, “Vi thé anh da mat tat ca khach hang. Vu viéc kéo dai nhitng
sau tuan, va anh chang thé chitng minh dwgc diéu gi ca.”
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17

Roz khong thot nén 1oi. Cé da twéng twgng hang dong 1y do cho canh ngo
cia Xoong Chan Tritng, nhung chwa bao gio nghi vé diéu nay. Bing la
chang ai dau 6c binh thwong lai dén an & mot nha hang ma thit tha day doi
bo. Nhung co tiing an ¢ d6. Hai lan. Va khong hé hay biét vé doi bo. Lé ra
Hawksley nén trung thy'c hon va néi véi c6 ngay tir dau. Da day ¢6 quan lai
nhw mudn dao thai hét nhitng thit c6 thé da an phai. Cam nhan dwgc anh mat
anh dang hwdng vé minh, c6 c6 kiém ché sy ghé tdm dang nhon nhao trong
bung.

“Em khong hiéu,” ¢6 can trong néi. “Y anh 1a méi khéi t6 thdi sao? Vay
ma em thdy c& nhw thé anh da bi xét x&r va nhan phan quyét réi ay. Vi néu
vu an chwa bi dem ra toa thi lam sao khach hang biét dugc vién thanh tra kia
tim thay nhitng gi? Va nhitng ké deo mat na la ai?” C6 chau may nhin anh,
“Em khong thé tin n6i anh lai 1a mét ké ngoc coi thwong quy dinh vé sinh an
toan thy'c pham nhw thé. Lam sao c6 thé dén mitc dé thit 6i thiu day ta lanh
va nhitng con chu6t bo 16m ngoém khap san chit.”

Dot nhién c6 bat cwoi nhe nhom va khé dap ban tay manh dé vao nguc
anh, “Anh dugc lam! Viéc nay that ngé ngan. Anh dang doa em ding
khong?”

Hawksley lac dau, “Anh wéc gi 1a nhw thé.”

Roz dam chiéu nhin anh mot thoang r6i treon khoi long anh, di vao bép.
Hawksley nghe thay tiéng bat ntt chai va tiéng nhitng chiéc ly thiy tinh va
vao nhau lanh canh. C6 & trong dé lau hon mitc can thiét khién anh nhé vé
ngwoi vo cli. Co ta cling luén hanh dong twong tw, bién mat vao bép bat c
khi nao cam thay ton thuwong hodc that vong. Anh da twong Roz sé khac.

Cudi cung, c6 cling xuat hién cung véi mot cai khay. “DPugc r6i,” ¢6 danh
giong, “Em vira c6 mot suy nghi thé nay.”

Anh khong noi gi.
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“Em khong tin anh lai dé nha bép cia minh ban dén thé. Anh qua nhiét
huyét. Xoong Chan Tring la gidc mo da thanh hién thyc chit khong phai
mot khodn dau tw tai chinh dé c6 gang kiém 10i cho bang dugc.” C6 rot cho
anh mot ly vang, “Va mot tuan trudc, anh da budc tdoi em vi anh lai bi gid
tro, chitng t6 anh titng bi gid tro mot 1an.” Co rét ly thi hai cho minh, “Vay
nén con chuot va dong thit thoi d6 la &m muwu pha hoai, ding khong?”

“Qua c6 vay,” anh nhap rugu. “Nhung tat nhién, véi tw cach la chu nha
hang thi anh sé& kéu oan nhu thé r6i.”

Mot vét thuwong tinh than nghiém trong, c6 nghi tham. Chang trach anh
khong tin ai nita. C6 ng6i 1én mép ghé sofa. “Thém nita,” co 10 di 16i nhan
xét ctia anh. “Theo nhw em dugc biét thi anh da tirng bi danh hai lan, ctta
kinh xe 6 t6 bi dap v& va Xoong Chan Tritng bi dot nhap.” C6 nhap rugu,
“Vay ching muén gi ¢ anh?”

Hawksley viwon nguoi, kéo gian phan co lung van dang tham tim cta
minh, “C6 1é ching mudn tong anh ra ngoai, cang nhanh cang tét. Nhung
anh khong hé c6 manh méi gi vé ké ditng phia sau. Sau tuan trwdc anh dang
la mot dau bép man nguyén, diéu hanh cong viéc kinh doanh nho nhé nhung
yén 6n cua minh ma khong mang t6i thé gidi bén ngoai. R6i m6t hom, anh
di chg vé lic 10 gio sang va phat hién ra trg ly ctia minh bi thanh tra y té
nhiéc moc, nha bép béc mui kinh khiing va anh rat c6 thé sé bi khéi t6.” Anh
vo dau, “Nha hang phai déng ctra ba ngay dé don dep. Bo6i ngli nhan vién
khong bao gio quay trd lai. Khach hang cua anh, cha yéu la gigi canh sat va
gia dinh cta ho, ma nhan tién, lai chinh la nguyén nhan phat tan thong tin vé
chuyén thanh tra an toan vé sinh thy'c pham kia, da nhat loat rgi bé nha hang
vi cho rang anh da ty y cat xén tién cong dé lam day tti minh, con cac nha
hang quanh dé6 thi cdo budc anh gay tiéng xdu cho ca vung vi sy au ta cta
ban than. Anh hoan toan bi ruéng ray va co lap.”

Roz lac dau, “Vay tai sao anh lai khéng bao cdo vu dot nhap vao thit Ba
tuan tredc?”

Anh thé dai, “Lam vay thi dwgc gi chi¥? Anh khéng thay né lién quan gi
dén vu thanh tra kia. Thay vi bao cénh sét, anh quyét dinh tw minh x ly bon
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ching.” Anh nhan ra, c6 hoang mang thay r6. “Anh bat duwgc hai tén dang
dap pha nha hang. Anh nghi chi do trung hop, c6 1é ching thdy nha hang
khong c6 nguwoi va thita co lam tdi.” Dot nhien anh cuoi 16n, “Anh da gian
em dén noi quyét dinh tréi ching trén lau, bit miéng va cong tay ching vao
chéan song ctra s6 tredc ca khi ching kip nhan ra minh bi danh bai cai gi.
Nhwng ching rat gan,” anh no6i vdi vé nguwong mo thue sw. “Nén nhat dinh
khong chiu hé rang.” Anh nhtin vai, “Thanh ra anh c¢ b6 do, dgi dén khi c6
ké di tim chung.”

Han Hawksley da rat sg. “Vay sao anh lai cho rang chiing dén chi la trung
hop chit khong phai do em?” C6 to mo héi, “Em da nghi chac lan nao ciing
la em dem rac réi dén.”

Hawksley nheo mat cwoi, “Em khéng thdy lic minh cam cai chan ban
dau. Em khiép so¢ khi canh cita bép ma ra, nhe nhom khi thay do la anh, va
bue tic v6 cung khi anh néi sé khéng goi canh sat. Rot cuéc dong bon ctia
ching khong dén, nhung nhw thé cling tot.” Hawksley uong mot ngum day
rou va nudt we xuong, “Anh & trong thé tién thodai lwdng nan, canh sat sé
khong tin anh. Ho nghi anh ¢6 t6i, va c6 dung dnh hwédng ctia minh hodc bay
chiéu tro nham chéi bé cado budc. Ngay ca Geoff Wyatt cling vay. Du da
tirng 1a dong doi cua anh va hiéu vé anh rd hon ai hét, nhung cau ta ciling
tuyén bd minh bi ngé doc thwc pham tir khi nhin thay nhitng birc anh ctia
thanh tra y té. Dong nghiép cii titng thuwong xuyén tdi an & cho anh, mot
phan béi anh van hay gidm gid cho hg, va mét phan vi mong muén dugc
nhin thdy mdt cwu canh sat thanh céng.” Anh mét moi quét tay ngang
miéng, “Gig anh bi ghét bo va chang thé d6 16i cho ho dwgc. Ho cam thdy bi
Itra gat.”

“Nhung anh c6 ly do gi dé lira gat ho dau co chi?”

“Vi suy thodi kinh té€.” Anh thd dai, “Viéc kinh doanh tuét déc khong
phanh. Céng viéc lam an ctia anh khéng phéi ngoai 1€. Viéc dau tién mét cha
ctta hang sé lam la gi khi hét tién? Di nhién la dung nguyén liéu té hai va
nau nuwéng ho 16n.”

Logic ¢ day da bi bop méo. “Nhan vien khong bénh vyc anh sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hawksley cuwdi gan, “Hai nit phuc vu dong y 1én tiéng bao vé anh, nhung
nguwoi duy nhat ma 16i néi c6 trong lwgng la bép pho, va tin tic cudi cung
anh nghe dugc la han dang trén dwong tdi Phap.” Anh duoi thang tay lén,
nhan mat khi con dau lan khap vung xwong swon, “Chac la bi mua chudc
r6i, du & lai ciing chang giip dugc gi cho anh. Cé ai d6 da cho ké hai anh
vao nha bép, va ngoai anh ra thi chi con han cam chia khéa.” Anh van mat,
“Lé ra anh phai bép c6 han khi cé co hi. Nhung bay gio anh qua soc va
khong kip suy nghi cho thau dao dé lién két moi chuyén lai véi nhau. Dén
khi anh ngam ra thi han da chuén mat r6i.”

Roz dam chiéu day day ngoén cai, “May ga dé khong ndi gi vGi anh sau
khi em di sao? Em twdng anh sé dung cai tram ctia em co.”

Sy that tha cftia c6 khién gwong mat am dam cda anh khé nd nu cuwoi,
“Qua la anh da lam thé that, nhung diéu han néi khoé hiéu lam. ‘Tich bién tai
san. May sé trang tay khi bi tich bién tai san!” D6, han chi n6i dén vay.” Anh
nhuwéng may, “Em c6 hiéu ra dwgc diéu gi khong?”

“Khong, trtr khi ngan hang chuan bj thu h6i khoan ng ctaa anh.”

Hawksley lac dau, “Anh chi vay mot khoan t6i thiéu nén tredc mat khong
c6 ap lyc nao tir phia ngan hang cd.” Anh go gé mdy ngon tay xudng san,
“Theo logic ma noi, c6 1€ han am chi hai nha hang gan cho anh. Ca hai déu
da pha san va cac chd no dang tién hanh siét tai san dé thé ng.”

“Cha, chac la thé.” Roz hao hitng noi, “Ké nao d6 mudn ca ba nha hang.
Anh khéng héi han ai la cha mwu va tai sao a?”

Hawksley khé vo t6c gy va ké lai, “Anh bi danh ngét trwdc khi cé co hdi.
RO rang cé mot tén thit nam da 1én lén tang khi vu au da xdy ra dé giai ctitu
hai tén bi cong vao ctra s0. Tiéng dong ching ta nghe thay khi ay chinh la
tiéng bua. Dén khi anh tinh lai thi cai chdo dang chay bung bung trén bép va
canh sat da ap dén. Hang x6m sat nha anh ct 1di nhai mai vé viéc ong ta phai
goi xe cttu thwong vi anh da c6 ludgc chin mét khach hang trong néi canh
ca.” Anh cudi ngugng, “Dung la mot con 4c mong t6i té. Thé la anh danh ga
cdm gan nhat va voi va chay khéi nha hang. Bay gi¢ anh chi nghi dwoc c6
vay. Mot ké nao d6 dang muon chiém 14y Xoong Chan Tritng. Anh da diéu
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tra hai nha hang bén canh ti* nam tuan trwdc, nhung chang tim ra maéi lién hé
nao ca. Mot céi dugc ban cho chuoi ctra hang ban 1é va cai kia duge ban dau
gia cho mot cong ty dau tw.”

“Chua biét chirng chi la vo boc théi. Anh da dén phong dang ki kinh
doanh chwa?”

“Thé em nghi anh da lam gi su6t ba ngay vira r6i?” Hawksley nghién
rang, “Anh da kiém tra tat cA m& s6 sach, nhung chang chitng minh dugc gi
hét. Anh hoan toan mu tit, chi biét viéc bi goi ra toa sé la don két liéu giang
xubng Xoong Chan Tring. Va anh doan t&i luc dé, sé cod nguwoi dé nghi anh
ban lai nha hang, giong nhw em ci¢ ggi y may hom truwéc ddy.”

Roz dé mdc con gian cia anh bung phat. Gio c6 da hiéu, “Khi ay thi moi
chuyén sé trd nén qua mudn.”

“Chinh xac.”

Ho ngoi yén trong vai phuit.

“Tai sao anh lai bi danh vao lan dau tién em gdp anh?” Cudi cung Roz
héi, “Chac chuyén do6 dién ra sau vu thanh tra nha hang.”

Anh gat dau, “Ba hay bon ngay sau khi nha hang hoat dong tré lai. Ching
tum 14y anh & cho bac thém khi anh mé ctra. Ciing giong hét bon khon ma
em da nhin thdy, van may tén deo mat na trum dau cam gdy bong chay,
nhung lan do, ching 16i anh vao thung mot chiéc xe tdi ché ca lai ching
muoi ddm téi New Forest, tat anh tdi bui va bo anh lai 1é dwong. Trén ngudi
anh khéng c6 tién cling chang c6 thé. Phai mat ca budi chiéu anh mdi di bo
vé tGi nha, bai chang ai cho anh di nho xe, va cudi cung...” anh quay sang
nhin c6. “Anh thay than Vé nit buéc ra ti tranh Botticelli dang tho than
trong nha hang cia minh. Anh twéng van may da t6i cho dén khi than Vé nit
md& miéng va bién thanh N than bao tng.” Anh cti xudng dé tranh tay co.
“Chua 0i!” Anh cuwoi nhan nhg, “Anh da kiét st'c ma em con trat gian lén
anh nhiéu hon ca bon khon trong chiéc xe ch@ ca nita. Cudng hiép sao, vi
Chua! Anh chang con sttc ma budc nita ay chir!”

“DP6 1a 16i cua anh khi dé ctra s6 c6 song sat day chi. Tai sao lai nhw vay?
Em chi to mo thoi.”
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“N6 c6 san khi anh mua toa nha. Ba v cia nguwdi chu cii hay bi mong du.
May tuan gan day anh thay mirng vi ho da lam nhw vay.”

Cd quay trd lai v6i cau hoi liic trude, “Nhung chia sdng to gi ca. Y em 13,
néu muc dich caa vu thanh tra l1a muén anh nhanh chéng tir bé nha hang thi
ho phéi hanh hung anh vao cai ngay anh m@ ctra tré lai, chit khong phai ba
bon ngay sau d6. Va néu ho ha hé chd dogi dén ldc anh ra hau toa, thi tai sao
con phai ra tay vdi anh lam gi?”

“Anh biét. Biéu dé khién anh nghi ngd em. Anh c¢ nghi em lién quan dén
chuyén nay nén da nho diéu tra, nhung cé vé em hoan toan trong sach.”

“Cam on,” co6 dap kho khoc.

“La em thi em cling sé lam thé th6i.” Anh nhiu chat may lam tran nhan
lai, “Nhung em ciling phai thtta nhan rang, quanh thdi diém em xuat hién,
moi chuyén déu xdy ra mét cach ki la.”

Khéach quan ma néi, Roz ciing nhan thay thé. “Nhwng anh da gap rac r6i
tir trede khi chiing ta biét vé nhau roi ma. Nén tit ca chi 1a trung hgp thoi.”
Co rot day ly caa anh, “Va lai, du gi moi lién hé duy nhat gitta chiing ta vao
nam tuan trwdce la Olive Martin, va anh khéng cho rang c6 ta ditng sau tham
kich nay ddy chit? Olive tham chi con chang thé t¢ mé nwdc bon tam, chi
ding no6i dén viéc suy tinh am muwu hat cang anh ra khéi Xoong Chan
Tréng.”

Hawksley s6t rudt nhan vai, “Anh biét. Anh da suy nghi ca ngan lan roi.
Tat ca déu hét sitc vo ly. Caa dang t6i, day la cong viéc nghiém chinh nhat
ma anh tirng lam. Nhung anh da bi choi xau, bi ha do van ma tham chi con
khong hiéu noi ai 1a ké chi mwu.” Anh cao cao mai téc 1ém chém ctia minh
v6i dang diéu moéi mét, “Vay day, co Leigh a, gio co6 cam thay thé nao vé
mot cht nha hang that bai, bi két an vi tdi c6 y lam trai quy dinh vé sinh an
toan thyc pham, hanh hung, phéng héa va chéng ngudi thi hanh cong vu?
Bdi vi trir khi c6 phép mau xay ra, con néu khong, ba tuan nita anh sé phai
ra hau toa day.”

Mat c6 sang l1ap lanh bén trén ly rwegu, “That goi tinh.”
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Hawksley bat cwoi. Anh mét cd ciing sang long lanh nhw d6i mét cta
Alice trong tam hinh.

“Em giong hét con gai minh.” Anh lai xoay xoay tdm anh, “L.é ra em nén
treo nhitng tdm anh nay khap nha dé nhac minh nhé rang con bé xinh xan
dén nhwong nao. Néu la anh thi anh sé lam thé.” Nghe tiéng Roz hit vao that
manh, anh nhin ¢6, “Xin 16i. That khéng té nhi.”

“Pirng ngdc thé. Em chi vira nhé ra em da tirng nhin thay ga cén doé do &
dau thoi. Hoa ra la mot trong hai tén con trai nha Hayes. Nguoi dan 6ng gia
song bén canh nha Martin. Ong ta c¢6 tdm anh chup ca gia dinh dt trén ta
bip phé.” Co6 vo tay, “That ki diéu, Hawksley a. Pay c6 phdi la phép mau
khong? Loi cau nguyén ctia xo Bridget da thanh hién thye.”

C0 ngo6i & ban an va ngam nhin Hawksley héa phép nhitng thit c6 trong tu
lanh. Giong nhw da chét, con gian di* cua anh da tréc vy va bong di hét.
Gio anh dang ngam nga vui vé khi nhét thit xong khoi vao gitta nhitng lat trc
ga va rac mui tay lén trén.

“Anh khoéng dinh gam cai trdm cai mii ctia em vao nguwdi 6ng Hayes day
chit?” C6 héi anh, “Em tin 6ng ta khong dinh liu gi dau. ong ta gia ro6i ma.”

Hawksley dap, “Anh khong nghi thé.” Anh phu gidy bac 1én cai dia va dat
vao 10 nwéng, “Nhung gid anh chang thé hiéu noi cac manh ghép khép lai
v&i nhau nhu thé nao. Tai sao con trai nha Hayes lai dot nhién gdy ap luc 1én
anh trong khi tat ca nhitng gi han phai lam la ng6i dé va chd dén ngay anh bi
khéi t6?”

“Bat han lai va héi cho ra 1€,” Roz ggi y. “Néu la em, em sé lai xe thang
dén Dawlington, héi 6ng bo dia chi va goi canh sat.”

“Va hanh dong do6 sé chang dwa em dén dau ca.” Hawksley suy nghi mot
luc, “Em ndi em da ghi am lai cudc tro chuyén vdi 1ao gia, ding khong. Anh
muon nghe. Anh khong tin moi sy don gian la trung hgp. Dt khoat phai c6
moi lién hé. Tai sao tat ca dot nhién tré nén cudng quyt va con dung gay
béng chay nita? That ngé ngan.”

“Anh nghe luon di nay.” C6 cam cadp tap tir hanh lang vao, tim bang cat
xét va dat may ghi am Ién ban, “Em va ong gia dang no6i chuyén vé ditra con
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ngoai gia thd cia Amber,” c6 giai thich khi giong 6ng Hayes vang 1én. “Ong
ta biét moi diéu vé thang bé, tham chi ca ho ctia ngwdi nhan nudi va nha do
chuyén dén nwdc nao. Néu tim thdy thang bé, n6 sé duwgc thira ké tai san cua
Robert Martin.”

Hawksley cham chd lang nghe, “Brown?” Cudi cung anh hoi, “Va séng &
Uc? Lam sao em biét dng ta néi diing?”

“Vi ldo luat su chét giam cda Olive da de doa sé xin 1énh huan thi cta toa
khi em noi véi 6ng ta rang em biét vé dira bé.” C6 chau may, “Em khong 1o
tai sao 6ng Hayes nam duwgc thong tin d6. Crew tham chi con khéng cho
Olive biét tén dita bé co. Ong ta bi &m anh vé chuyén giit bi mat.”

Hawksley nhac xoong ra khoi noi com dién dé né bay hoi bét, “Robert
Martin dé lai nhiéu tai san khong?”

“Nura trieu bang.”

“Chua oi!” Anh khe khé huyt sdo, “Va tat ca duwgc giti ngan hang cho dira
bé xuat hién?”

“Cé 18 thé.”

“Ai la nguoi thuce hién di chuac?”

“Luat su co van, Peter Crew.”

Hawksley x&i com vao mot cdi bat, “Ong ta néi gi khi em do hoi vé thing
bé? Ong ta c6 thira nhan bon ho dang 1an theo di¥a tré khéng?”

“Khong. Crew chi cham cham dga em vé 1énh huan thi cta toa thoi.” Co6
nhin vai, “Nhuwng ong ta da viét thw cho Olive va bdo rang co hoi la rat
mong manh. R0 rang vi thdi gian qua gap, va néu thang bé khong xuat hién
thi s6 tién sé dugc chuyén vao quy tir thién. Ong ta viét tay 14 thw d6. Em da
cho rang ong ta tiét kiém tién danh may, va nhin ti* khia canh khac, c6 vé
ong ta khong mudn thw ki doc dugc. Vi néu ong ta n6i doi thi co thw ki sé
biét ngay.”

“Va trong lic dy,” Hawksley néi cham rai. “Ong ta quan 1y so tai san va
c6 quyen tiép can mot nguén von can thiét di dé mua dit mot doanh nghiép
pha san.” Anh nhin qua dau co6, hai mat nheo lai, “Thém nita, 6ng ta la mot
ludt suw c6 van, vi thé sé nam dwgc thong tin ndi bo vé cac chinh sach va dy
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thdo phat trién.” Anh nhin Roz, “R6 rang chang khac gi tién chuia, mién
khong ai xuat hién va tuyén bd do la tién cua Robert. Lan dau tién em dén
gdp Crew la khi nao?”

Co da doan dugc y anh. “Mot ngay trwde khi anh bi danh.” D6i mat co6
sang lén 1ap lanh, “Ong ta di rat nghi ngd em, va budc t6i em vu cdo ring
ong ta da tac trach trong vu an cta Olive. Em da ghi am lai tat ca.” C6 luc
tim trong déng bang cét xét, “Ong ta noéi Olive khong thé thiva ké vi ¢6 ta
khong duwgc quyén hudng lgi tir cai chét cia Gwen va Amber. Nhuwng anh
biét day, néu Olive vo t0i...” c6 chOp lay cai bang cat xét vGi vé dac thang,
“Gio6 sé xoay chiéu. Olive c6 quyén khang nghi lai di chic. Va em nhé, cubi
cudc néi chuyén, em da bdo 6ng ta rang cach giai thich duy nhat cho sy
khong nhat quan gitta tinh chat bat thuwong cta téi ac nay va két qua binh
thwong trong cac bai kiém tra tdm ly ctia Olive la sy that rang c6 ta khong hé
pham t6i. Chuda oi, qua hgp ly con gi, khong phdi sao? Dau tién ong ta biét
vu con trai Amber c6 kha nang 16 ra ngoai, ti€p theo em xuat hién, cuong
quyét ditng vé phia Olive. Nha hang Xoong Chan Tritng c6 vé rat quan trong
v0i ong ta.”

Hawksley 1dy mén ga tir 16 nwéng ra va dat 1én ban cung vdi com néng,
“Em cling nhan ra 6ng gia Hayes yéu quy ctia em c6 dinh liu dén vu nay,
ding khong? Crew sé khong bao gid cung cap théng tin chi tiét vé dita con
ctia Amber trir phi Hayes dang nam thép 6ng ta.”

Roz nhin Hawksley mot Idc 1au, roi 1ay tdm anh ga Svengali tir trong cap
tap ra, “Co 1é Hayes biét Crew dang dung tién ctia Robert. Tham chi biét
chinh xac ai la ké da giét Gwen va Amber. Hai diéu trén, hodc chi mot trong
hai, déu da sic khién Crew diéu ditng.” C6 day tdm anh qua ban, “Ngudi
dan 6ng nay la ngwoi tinh cia Olive. Va néu em c6 thé dé dang tim ra nhw
thé thi ai cling lam dugc, chra néi canh sat. Cac anh da phu long Olive,
Hawksley a, tat ca cac anh. D6 la sy phan boi cua cong ly, khi tuy tién khép
toi mot nguwoi du chwa da bang chirng.”
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Do6i mat mau xanh bién don chao Roz véi vé vui swéng hét sitc thanh that.

“Cha, cha. Vay la c6 da quay lai. Vao nha di. Vao di.” Ong ta liéc qua c6
va chau may nhin Hawksley vGi vé ngo ngo, “Chung ta da tirng gap nhau &
dau do roi. Noi sao day? T6i khong bao gid quén madt ai cd. Chung ta gap
nhau ltic nao ay nhi?”

Hawksley bat tay nguwoi dan ong gia, “Sau nam trwdc,” anh trad 101 binh
than. “T6i phu trach vu an cta Olive Martin. Trung si Hawksley.” Ban tay
dang nam ldy tay anh khé run rdy, nhv mot chda chim nhé xiu, nhung c6 1€
chi 1a do tudi gia.

Ong Hayes gat dau lia lia, “T6i nhé r6i. Hoan canh khéng vui 1dm nhi.”
Ong ta ngodnh mit ra hiéu cho hai ngusi vao phong khach, “Mdi ngdi. C6
tin gi méi khong?” Ong ta dit minh xuéng mot chiéc ghé banh vitng chii,
lung thang va dau quay sang mot bén vé do hoi. Trén cai ta bup phé phia sau
la tdim anh d&a con trai bao lyc cia 6ng ta dang mim cuwoi gia 1a trwdc dng
kinh.

Roz 1ay cudn so tay tir tdi xach ra va bat may ghi am. Ho da thong nhat
tredc rang Roz sé 1a nguoi hoi, vi Hawksley bdo ¢, “Néu ong ta biét bat c
diéu gi vé Olive, thi... néi sao nhi? Ong ta sé& thich tiét 16 v6i mot phu nit tré
quyén ri hon.”

“Sy that 1a cling cé vai théng tin.” Roz néi bang mot giong ti té khién
Hawksley gai nguoi, nhung ro rang la c6 hiéu qua voi ong Hayes. “Bac
muon bat dau tir dau nhi? Olive a? Hay con trai cia Amber?” C6 nhin ong ta
véi vé tan dong, “Bac da ding vé chuyén lan tim dita tré, bac biét day, du cé
hang nghin ngudi ¢6 ho 1a Brown ¢ Uc.”

“A,” dng ta xoa hai tay vao nhau. “T4i biét ho sip tim dugc ma. Nghia 1a
thang bé sé duwgc hwdng so tién thira ké dung khong? Do 1a nhitng gi Bob
mong muon. Nghi ma xem, ké cling t6i cho 6ng ay néu nhu so tién vat va
kiém dwgc lai roi vao tay chinh phua.”

“Robert Martin da dwa ra vai diéu khoan dy phong. Trong truong hop
khong tim thay thdang bé, thi so tién sé dugc xung vao quy tw thién cho tré

»

emn.
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Moi Hayes mim lai vé khinh miét, “Va ai ciing biét 1i tré nao sé dugc
hwéng loi roi day. Mot dam bé di. Chang thé tw lam gi va chi song an bam
vao chung ta. Co biét to6i dang budc to6i ai ma. Chinh la nhitng nhan vién
cong tac xa hoi. Ho t6 ra yéu dudi nhu nhuwgc khi phai dén néi v6i mot phu
ni? rang c6 ta da dé nhiéu qua r6i.”

“Ciing ding,” Roz voi cat ngang, khi chi dé yéu thich caa 6ng gia lai mot
lan nita dwgc khoi ra. Co go chiéc but chi 1én s6, “Bac c6 nhd minh da tiing
néi rang vo bac nghi Olive da ra tay giét ngwdi vi mat can bang noi tiét
khong?”

Ong gia biu méi trude sy thay ddi chu dé quéa dot ngot, “Cé 18 thé.”

“Co phdi vg bac da noi rang, do la bdi bac ay biét Olive da tirng di pha
thai vao Giang sinh trudc phai khong?”

“Co lé the.”

“Bac c6 biét ai la tac gia cua cai thai ay khong, bac Hayes?”

Ong ta lic dau, “Mot ké gip & chd lam, ching t6i dugc nghe ké thé. Con
bé ngdc nghéch. Hanh dong chi dé choc titc Amber.” Ong ta chi vao cai
miéng gia nua cia minh, “Hodc dé la nhitng gi t6i nghi. Amber cé rat nhiéu
ban trai.”

Khéng con nghi ngd gi nita, rd rang Hayes va Crew da thong dong dé im
chuyén nay di. “Bac phat hién ra diéu dé tr khi nao?”

“Gwen da ké vai Jeannie vo toi. Ba ta rat buon khi nghi rang Olive sé
chuyén di, két hon va bé roi bon ho. Han Gwen da nghi thé. Ba ta khong thé
chiu dung noi.”

“Chiu dyng ndi chuyén gi co?”

“Tat cd,” 6ng ta n6i mo ho.

“Y béc la viéc nha?”

“Viéc nha, ndu nwdng, chi trd héa don, mua sam. Tat ca. Olive da lam tat
ca.”

“Gwen thi lam gi?”

Hayes khong tra 10i ngay, vé ludng ly, r6i liéc vé phia Hawksley, “Ho6i dé
anh khong héi nhiéu lam thi phai. Néu khong t6i da tra 16i r6i.”
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Hawksley dudi ngudi trén ghé, than trong noéi, “O thoi diém dy vu 4n da
kha 0 rang réi. Nhung c6 Leigh day vira tim ra mot s6 diém khong nhat
quan, c6 kha nang sé dem lai nhitng tinh tiét m@i cho vu 4n. Nhwng néu hoi
d6 ching toi hai thi ong sé tra 10i nhitng gi?”

Ong Hayes d4 ludi vao ham rang gia, “Cha, c6 mot diéu thé ndy, Gwen
Martin nghién regu. Ba ta gap khé khan, t6i khong phu nhan diéu ay, nhung
ba ta la m6t nguwoi me toi. Cudi mot nguwdi khong xing dang, va diéu do
khién ba ta cay dang. Ba ta cam gidc cudc doi da x té v&i minh, va trut tat
ca 1én dau chong con. Jeannie nha toi luén noéi rang néu khong nhd Olive thi
cai gia dinh 4y da tan tac tir 1au. Thuc su hanh vi ca con bé khién ching t6i
ghé sg, nhung con giun xéo lam ciing quan, va s6m mudn gi két cuc toi té
cling xdy ra thoi. Du rang c6 ta khong nén giét ho. Mot hanh dong khong thé
tha th@ duwoc.”

“R0 la thé r6i,” Roz tram ngam. “Gwen lam gi ca ngay khi ba ngudi kia di
lam?”

Hayes xua canh tay 1am tdm do6i moi ra chiéu phan doi, “Amber sudt ngay
& nha dy ma. Kiéu nguoi lwai lao dong. Chang lam & chd nao dugc lau ca.
Lu6n khién ba me ndi dién vi td6i ngay m& may ban nhac pop to hét cd va
dwa dam con trai 1én phong. Con bé kha xinh xan, nhwng Jeannie bao con bé
dang gip ric r6i. Toi thi chdng nhan thay gi ca.” Ong ta mim cudi khi hoi
twong lai, “Lic nao con bé cling diu dang véi t6i. Va toi cling rat quy con
bé. Nhung t6i nghi cé vé con bé hoa hop v6i nam gidi hon la véi phu nit.”
Ong ta nhin Roz, “C6 da héi t6i vé Gwen. N6i sao nhi, cd Leigh? Ba ta luén
cO gitt thé dién. Néu toi sang go ctta, thi ba ta luon xuat hién trong dang vé
chéi chuét, gitt y t¥ va néi nang ding muc, nhung ciling thudng xuyén say
xin. Mot phu nit la lung. Chang hiéu sao ba ta lai roi vao rugu ché khong
biét, trir phi do6 1a do chuyén dita bé ctia Amber. Vu viéc khién ba ta cang lic
cang té hai.”

Roz vé nguéch ngoac Ién gidy, “Robert Martin la ngwdi dong tinh, nhung
khong muon ai biét.” Co6 n6i thang, “Co6 1& d6 la ly do khién ba vg khong
chiu n6i.”
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Ong Hayes khit miii, “Chinh ba ta da khién 6ng dy tré nén nhu thé. Bob
chang c6 16i gi khi ba vg khong hanh xtr ding dan ca. Hai dita con gai déu la
con Ong ta, nghia la ban dau chang c6 van dé gi hét, néu c6 hiéu y t6i. Chinh
la tai ba ta, Bob m&i chan ghét phu nit. Ba ta qua lanh cam.”

Roz khong buén dé tdm. Hayes von bao tht nén chang thé nhan ra nhitng
diéu minh vira noi that vé nghia; va du sao di nita, viéc Gwen lanh cam it
nhiéu ciing la sy that. Roz cam thay khé ma tin n6i chuyén Robert Martin c6
thé quan hé v6i mot phu nit c6 tinh duc binh thuwdng. Sy binh thuwdong cta doi
tac co6 thé sé la nguy co khién sy that vé ong ta bi phanh phui. Co6 v0 cam
thay kho hiéu, “Nhung néu ba ta thwong tiéc dita con ciia Amber, sao ba ta
khong tim né vé hay chi it 1a gitr lién lac v&i thang bé. C6 1€ ba ta biét nguoi
da nhan nuo6i thang bé, néu khong ba ta da chang thé néi vdi bac Jeannie ho
cua da nho.”

Ong Hayes sot rudt khuc khic, “Khong phai Jeannie néi véi ti, ma 1a con
trai toi, Stewart, khodng sau bay tuan trudc gi do. T6i da rat hitng thd, vi toi
va Bob kh4 than nhau ma.” Ong ta vy vdy mot ngén tay trudc mit cd, “Co
khong biét nhiéu vé chuyén nhan nudi, nhi? Mot khi c6 da ha but ki cho dita
tré di, thé 1a xong. C6 sé khong nhan dugc tin tic gi nita. Khéng bao gid biét
dugc ai la ngwoi nhan nudi dia tré.”

Roz mim cudi, “Con trai bac lam viéc cho ong Crew ding khong? Chau
da khong nhan ra anh dy. Chau ¢ twdng anh ay nhap ngii giong bac co.”

“Quan ddi tré trung khong can thing bé nita, ching phai thé sao?” Ong ta
cau kinh lam bam, “Cat giam bién ché, dau ciling thé ca thoi. Chung t6i da
tan tuy v6i Nt hoang va dat nwdc nay... Ma, thang bé khong lam viéc cho
ong Crew. Hai anh em né dang cing diéu hanh m6t cong ty bdo vé nho,
nhung ciing ching c6 nhiéu viéc 1dm.” Ong ta bé nhitng ngén tay viém khép
ctia minh véi vé khé chiu, “Nhitng nguwoi linh dwgc huan luyén bai ban, thé
ma gio chi c6 thé kiém dwgc viéc canh gac ban dém. Vg chiing ciing chang
vui vé gi, 10 la thé r6i.”

Roz nghién rang du ngoai miéng van nd nu cwoi vo tw, “Vay con trai bac
biét ho ctia thang bé bang cach nao?”
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Ong gia dap dap vao mot bén miii vGi vé tinh quai, “Hoa tir miéng, co gai
a. Nén tot hon hét la hay kin tiéng.”

Hawksley bong nhoai nguwdi vé phia triedc va gio mat tay ra, “Xin phép
cat ngang mot ldc théi, thwa c6 Leigh.” Anh nhiu chat may khién gwong mat
tré nén dit dan, “Ong Hayes &, hdn dng nhan thic duoc ring, néu con trai
ong khong lam viéc cho 6ng Crew, thi nghiém ttic ma néi, anh ta dang pham
t0i lam 10 thong tin mat ddy. Nghé luat cling c6 nhitng diéu khoan rang budc
chat ché giong nhv trong y té vay. Va néu ai do trong s6 nhitng nhan vién
cta 6ng Crew tiét 10 thong tin ra bén ngoai, thi cd ong ta va canh sat déu
muon lam cho ro sy tinh day.”

“Troi dat!” Ong gia khit miii vé khinh khinh, “Anh ching thay déi gi nhi!
Tuy tién t6ng giam nhitng ngwadi vo toi trong khi bon trom cap chét giam
van nhén nho & ngoai, va xody bat cit thit gi chiing thich. Cac anh nén lam
ding trach nhiém cho xitng vdi dong lwong minh duwgc tra, trung si a, va
dirng c6 doa nat mot dng gia. Chinh 6ng Crew da ty ndi ra tin dy. Ong ta néi
v&i con trai toi va n6 ké lai véi toi. Lam sao thang bé biét dugc do la tin mat
khi ong luat sw bo bd budn ban vdi bat cit ai nhw thé. N6 ké lai véi toi thi
cling hgp 1y chit sao, xét dén viéc toi la nguwdi ban duy nhat ma Bob c6 vao
ldc cudi doi.” Ong ta hét nhin Hawksley roi lai nhin Roz véi vé nghi ngg,
“Rot cudc thi tai sao co lai mang mot canh sat téi day vay?”

“Bai vi c6 mot s6 nghi van xoay quanh vu viéc cta Olive,” Roz dap luon,
tw hoi liéu co tiét kiém dugce thoi gian va cong sitc hon khong khi mao nhan
la canh sat ngay tir dau. “Anh ay & day dé quan sat va 1ap bao cao trong lic
chau trao doéi véi moi ngudi.”

“T6i hiéu.” Ong Hayes néi. Nhung 1o rang ong ta khong nghi nhu thé.

“Chau ciling gan xong roi.” Co6 mim cuwoi twoi tan. Nhan tién thi chau da
tim duwgc nha Clarke va n6i chuyén véi ho cach day chirtng mot tuan. Ba
Clarke t0i nghiép da mat tri.”

“To6i khong lay lam ngac nhién. Hoi tredc ba ta cling lan lam ro6i. Thinh
thoang, t6i nghi Jeannie la nguwdi phu nit binh thuwong duy nhat & con pho
nay.”
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“Chéau twdng ong Clarke phdi & nha dé cham séc ba vg chit nhi?” Co6
nhwéng may vé do héi, “Nhung hda ra ong ta lai danh nhiéu thoi gian véi
Robert hon la vdi vg. Ho c6 vé rat than thiét dung khong bac Hayes?”

RO rang Hayes hiéu cau hoéi cia Roz hwéng t6i diéu gi, nhung lai chon
cach 10 tit di, “Ban than ay ma. Va ai c6 thé do 16i cho ho chi? Vo Bob la
mot con sau rugu con vg Ted la sinh vat ngu ngoc nhat toi tirng gap. Ngay
nao cling di lau don nha ctta ti trén xudng dudi. Ba ta cuéng sach sé. Chi
mac doc cai vay lién than, thdm chi con khong thém mac do 16t vi sg vi
trung, sudt ngay co rita moi thit bang thudc tay.” Dot nhién 6ng ta phi cwoi.
“Nhé cé 1an ba ta co rtra cai ban an bang thudc tdy Domestos dé sat khuan.
Troi oi! Ted da phét dién 1én. Ong ay vira méi chi tién phii béng cai ban sau
lan Dorothy ¢ tiét truing bang nuwéc soi. Va ¢ méi ndi gio ba ta da hoan
toan mat tri r6i phai khong? Chang cé gi la la hét. That day.”

Roz van cam bt chi, san sang dé ghi chép. “Vay bac c6 thay...” Co6 hoi
sau mot thoang ngap ngung, “Phai chang Ted va Bob la nhan tinh?”

“Pay khong phai viéc cua t6i.”

“Pwgc roi,” co thu lwgm lai do dac. “Cam on bac Hayes. Anh Hawksley
con diéu gi mudn héi bac nita khong?”

Hawksley ditng 1én, “T6i chi mudn biét tén cong ty bao vé cia con trai
ong th6i.”

Nguwoi dan 6ng gia nhin anh véi vé nghi ngd, “Anh can théng tin dy dé
lam gi?”

“T6i chi mudn noéi riéng vGi anh ta vé chuyén thong tin mat &y ma.” Anh
mim cuwdi lanh lung, “Hodc t6i phéi bao cao lai chuyén dé. Bén lic ay sé co
canh cdo chinh thitc day.” Anh nhtn vai, “Pirng lo. Toi hita v4i 6ng rang toi
sé khong dé 16 chuyén nay ra dau, trir khi toi bat budc phai lam thé.”

“L0oi hita ctia mot canh sat sao? D6 dau phai thit c6 thé tin cay duwgc?”

Hawksley cai ctuic 4o khoac, “Néu moi viéc phdi di qua kénh chinh thirc,
lan sau sé 1a mot thanh tra t6i néi chuyén vdi 6ng day.”

“N6i sao nhi? Anh dang de doa toi day a? Cong ty bao vé STC, phé Bell,
Southampton. Gio' dé xem 10i hita ctia anh gia tri dén dau.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hawksley nhin vé phia tdm anh ctia cau con trai. “Cam on, ong Hayes,”
anh than nhién néi. “Ong da gitip d& ching t6i rat nhiéu.”
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Roz mién man suy nghi trong lic quay lai xe.

“Sao vay?” Hawksley hoi co.

Roz dat tti xach 1én ndéc xe va nhin ra khodng khéng xa xam, c6 gang lan
theo mot sgi to vo hinh khé nam bat, “Nhitng diéu ong ta vira ndi chang
duwogc tich sy gi, em sé phai lan lai nhitng ghi chép ctia minh th6i.” C6 m&
ctra xe, “Vay bay gio anh dinh lam gi? DBén cho canh sat ha?”

Roz mé& khéa ctra ghé phu va Hawksley tréo vao xe, ngoi bén canh cé.

“Khong. Chung ta sé mat ca ngay & day, tra 10i hét cau nay dén cau kia
nhung cudi cung chuwa chac ho da chiu dong tay lam gi ca.” Anh suy nghi
trong gidy lat, “Tim Crew ciling chang dwgc tich sw gi. Néu muén doi pho
vOi ong ta, chung ta phai thong qua Stewart Hayes va cong ty bdo vé cua
han.”

Roz co rum lai, no6i hét sitc thanh that, “Ching ta sao? Nghe nay, em da bi
con khi dot dé tim t6c mot lan r6i. Em khong nghi minh mudn trdi nghiém
thém lan th hai dau.”

Hawksley dat tay lén vai c6 va khé siét nhe, “Néu noi ra diéu nay khién
em thdy an tdm hon, thi tha that, anh cling chang thich chit nao dau.”
Hawksley cé thé ngti thay mui thom trén mat co, anh khé thé dai va quay
di, “Nhung du sao, chung ta cling phai xt ly cho xong chuyén nay. Anh
khong thé chiu dung thém dugc nita.”

Roz thoang e de, “Khong chiu dugc gi ca?”

“Ngoi trong mot khong gian kin cung em...” Anh lau bau, “Anh phai
kiém ché lam ddy. Théi nao. Diing cam lén chit. Anh sé goi dién cho Geoff
Wyatt xem c6 thuyét phuc cau ta ho trg anh trong Iic rao ban Xoong Chan
Tring dugc khong.”

“Khong phai moi viéc sé dé dang hon néu bao cho canh sat bat Stewart
sao?”
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“V1t0i gi co chi?”

“Pot nhap va dap pha.”

“Bang chitng dau?”

“Em chinh la nhan chitng. Em c6 thé nhan dién han ta.”

“Chac gio han c6 bang chitng ngoai pham r6i.” Hawksley diu dang hat
mot lon téc khoi go ma ¢6 nhw mot cit chi quan tdm rat doi binh thuwong,
“Chung ta sé nhtt Crew.”

Lan nay dén lugt Roz thd dai. Gio binh tinh suy xét, c6 lai thay nghi ngo,
“Téat ca chi la phong doan, Hawksley a. Crew c6 thé chang dinh dang gi dén
vu Xoong Chan Tritng dau. Ong Hayes ludn thich ra vé hiéu biét dé ching
minh minh la ngwdi quan trong ay ma.”

“Nhung do 1a kich ban hgp 1y duy nhat.” Hawksley xoa xoa quai ham va
mim cwoi vGi vé tu tin gia tao, “Miii anh dang giat nay. La diém lanh day.”

“biém lanh gi co?”

“Rang ta dang di dung huéng.”

“Neéu sai lam, anh sé mat Xoong Chan Tritng luén.”

“Pang nao anh cling mat n6 thoéi.” Anh go go ngdn tay lén tap 16 xe,
chuyén dé tai. “Thoi nao. Di théi. Heéng dén trung tam thanh phd. Pho Bell
song song v6i khu pho mua sam. Chung ta sé dirng lai ¢ tram dién thoai
cong cong dau tién trong thidy. Va nhg dé y tim mot civa hang ban do dién
nita nhé.”

“Tai sao?” Roz n6 may va danh xe ra duong.

“Em sé sém biét thoi.”

Hawksley goi dién dén S& Canh sat Dawlington va yéu cau gap Geoff
Wyatt. Anh dé mac con gian vi bi phan boi bung 1én trong choc lat, r6i binh
tam trd lai, “Khong can néi gi dau. Toi dang c6 x ly moi chuyén, nhung toi
can cau giap. Trong ho so c6 lwu théng tin gi vé cong ty bao vé STC & pho
Bell khong? Khong, toi sé chd.” Anh kep 6ng nghe vao dudi cam va 1y s6
ra ghi chép, “Dugc réi. Hayes. Da xuat ngii. Hoan toan trong sach. Cau chac
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chi? Pugc r6i. Nira gio nita cau c6 thé gdp to6i khong?” Co vai tiéng xi xao
qua 6ng nghe, “Ctt coi nhw vi ngay xua titng lam viéc véi nhau di. Khong,
chét tiét, dirng ay nay, t6i chang dé bung dau. Nhuwng chi it, cau van ng toi vi
Sally. Ntra gio nita.” R6i anh ctip may.

Roz thd 0 ngam nghia may cai mong tay, “Sally la ai?”

“Vg cii cua anh.”

“Tai sao anh ta lai ng anh vi c0 dy?”

“Cau ta lay c6 nang.”

“Chaa oi!”

Hawksley mim cwoi trwdc phan (tng ngd ngang cua co, “Cau ta da giup
anh ma khong hé biét. Cau ta nghi dé la ly do khién anh roi Iyc lwgng. T6i
16i ctia cau ta qua nghiém trong va dac biét hitu dung vao thoi diém nay.”

“That la tan nhan.”

Anh nhudng may, “Cling dau don nita.”

“Xin 16i,” ¢6 ti€c nudi noi. “Em c quén rang ching ta ai cling c6 qua
khw.”

Anh kéo c0 vé phia minh, “Cudc hon nhan ay da chét tw 1au roi, va Geoff
khong hé c6 y cwdp 1ay Sally. Cau ta cling la loai ti té. Cau ta tan tinh co ay
trdc, cudi cung nhan dwoc nhiéu hon ki vong. Va thanh that ma noéi la anh
thue sy biét on cau ta day, chang phai cay dang gi dau.” Anh hon 1én miii c6,
“Thang cha t6i nghiép. Cau ta khong biét minh da viedng phdi cai gi dau.”

“Sur trd thu caa Olive,” c6 néi cham rai.

Anh chau may khi goi vao so tong dai, “Anh khong hiéu y em.”

Roz bat cuwoi, “Co ta nan may birc twong dat sét trong phong giam roi gam
ghim lén ching. Co ta lam mot hinh nhan cho em khi byc tiéc v6i em. Em da
bi dau dau ca tuan troi.”

“Po6 1a khi nao? Vang,” anh néi vao ong nghe, “Cong ty bao vé STC,
Southampton.”

“Vai tuan trude gi day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Co6 ké da danh em vai tuan trdc. Vi thé ma em thdy dau dau.” Hawksley
viét sO dién thoai 1én mau gidy va cip may.

“Chong cii ctia em,” c6 thira nhan. “Em da néi vGi Olive rang em mudn
giét anh ta, nhung anh ta bat ngd xuat hién. Em c6 thé da giét anh ta that,
néu em c6 dao, hodc da chuan bi ki cang hon. Lic dé em v6 cung titc gian.”
C6 nhun vai, “Va ké dé la anh, Crew cung Xoong Chan Tring, Wyatt cuép
vo anh, va bd Olive qua doi. Pay la nhitng ngudi bi Olive quy toi vé tinh
canh cuaa co ta hién gio.”

Anh ngac nhién nhin c6, “Em khong thyc sy tin gia thuyét dé day chi?”

Co cuoi, “Khong, tat nhién em khong tin.”

Nhung sau trong tham tam c6 biét minh tin. Chi minh ¢6 m&i hiéu cam
gidc dau dau nhu bua bo khi Olive xody cai ghim vao bitc twgng bang dat
sét.

“Cong ty bao vé STC xin nghe,” giong mot phu nit lanh lanh & dau day bén
kia.

Hawksley nhin Roz va trd 16i, “Chao budi sang. T6i mudn ban bac véi
anh Stewart Hayes vé van dé sap xép bao vé cho nha hang cua t6i.”

“T6i khong chac liéu anh ay c6 nghe dién thoai ngay bay gio khong.”

“Anh ay sé nghe dién thoai ctia toi. Cit thir goi cho anh ay va néi rang c6
Hal Hawksley & nha hang Xoong Chan Tritng mu6n ndi chuyén.”

“Xin anh vui long gi* may trong chdc lat.”

Mot luc sau co gai kia da trd lai, “Anh Hayes sé ndi chuyén vdi anh bay
gio ddy, thwa anh Hawksley.”

Mot giong néi vo tw va than thién vang lén, “Chao budi sang, anh
Hawksley. T6i c6 thé gitp dugc gi cho anh?”

“Anh chang gitp gi dugc cho t6i cd, anh Hayes a, nhung t6i c6 thé gitp
anh. T6i cho anh m6t co hoi, bat dau tir bay gio cho dén luc t6i t6i duge van
phong STC. Khoadng ntra tiéng.”

“T6i khong hiéu anh dang muon néi gi.”
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“T6i da san sang dé ban Xoong Chan Tritng, nhwng véi gia toi dwa ra, va
chi vao hom nay thoéi. Co hoi duy nhat cua anh day.”

bau day bén kia thodng im lang, “T6i khong cé nhu cau kinh doanh nha
hang, anh Hawksley a.”

“Nhung ong Crew thi co, thé nén téi nghi anh nén hoéi y kién ong ta tredc
khi canh ctra dong lai.”

Lai mot khodng im lang nita, “T6i khong biét 6ng Crew la ai ca.”

Hawksley 10 di cau tréd 16i cua ngwoi kia, “N6i v6i 6ng ta rang vu an Olive
Martin sap dwogc lat lai r6i.” Anh nhdy mat vGi Roz, “Co ta da chap nhan
nghe theo nhitng 16i khuyén phap 1y tirt mé6t luat sw ¢6 van khac va sé khang
cao cac dieu khoan trong ban di chiic cia b6 minh trong vong bay ngay tur
thoi diém dwgc x trang an. HOm nay Crew phdi mua lai Xoong Chan Tritng
vOi gia toi dua ra, hodc ong ta sé khong bao gio mua dwgc n6. Anh c6 ntra
tiéng, anh Hayes a.” R6i anh dap may.

Khi ho dén, Wyatt dang dgi trén via hé. “Anh khong hé nhac dén chuyén cé
ban déng hanh,” anh ta néi véi vé nghi ngo, cii ngwdi xudng nhin qua ctra
sO0 bén ghé phu dé mé.

Hawksley giGi thiéu ho vdi nhau, “Trung si Wyatt, c6 Rosalind Leigh.”

“Chuta oi, Hawksley.” Anh ta t6 vé khé chiu, “Anh mang c0 ay t6i day
lam gi?”

“T6i thich c6 ay.”

Wyatt khé chiu lac dau, “Anh dién r6i.”

Hawksley mé ctra va buéc ra ngoai, “Han cdu dang ban khoan vé dong co
toi dua c6 dy theo cung. Néu cau nghi ngo sy lwa chon cua t6i, t6i sé dam
thang vao miii cau day.” Anh nhin qua n6c xe vé phia Roz, ¢6 vira budc ra
ngoai va dang dong ctra lai, “Anh nghi em nén ngoi dgi trong xe.”

“Tai sao?”

“Em c6 thé bj giat toc nita day.”

“Anh cling vay ma.”
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“Nhung day la tran chién ctia anh.”

“Va ctia ca em nita, néu em thyc sy nghiém tic véi moi quan hé nay. Du
sao anh cling can em ma. Em la kiéu nguwdi lic nao ciing gittr Tampax* bén
minh day.”

“Chung chang gitdp ich dugc gi dau.”

Roz cwdi khtic khich khi thdy biéu cam khé hiéu trén guwong mat Wyatt,
“Co tac dung ma, c@ tin em di.”

Hawksley cham nhe vao Wyatt, “Gid cau biét vi sao t6i dwa co dy theo
chwa?”

“Ca hai nguoi déu dién ca roi.” Wyatt tha dau mau thudc 14 xudng via he
va nghién gét giay 1én, “Vay anh can t6i lam gi? Toi thtra sitc bat gii* anh
ddy.” Anh ta to mo nhin Roz, “T6i nghi anh ta da ké tat ca vGi co roi.”

“Toi khong nghi thé,” Roz vui vé néi va budc trg lai xe. “T6i chi md&i biét
nita tiéng trwdc rang vo cili ctia anh ta tén la Sally va gio anh da cudi c6 Ay.
Thé nén vé co ban, chac van con nhiéu chuyén kinh khiing nita ma t6i chwa
biét.”

Wyatt mia mai, “T6i dang muon nhac t6i nhitng cdo buéc ma Hawksley
phai déi mat khi tro hé nay két thic va toi sé téng anh ta vao tu.”

“Q, viéc ay ha?” Co phdy tay, “Chuyén ban gidy thoi dy ma.”

Khong thyc sy hanh phic v6i cugc hon nhan méi ciaa minh nén khi nhin
hai nguoi kia trao nhau anh mat, Wyatt ty héi tai sao nhitng ngwoi khac, ré
rang la thua kém minh, lai luén c6 dwgc may man nhu thé. Anh lang nghe
chi dan cia Hawksley, mot tay 6m bung nht muén ngan con nén mtta chic
trao ra.

Roz da twdng twgng vé mot noi toi tan xap x€ nhw van phong Wells-Fargo,
nhung thay vao do, ho budc vao mot quay tiép tan sach sé va son mau sang
stia, v6&i co6 nhan vién 1é tan trong c6 vé man can. Co nghi tham, han ai do6 da
dau tw rat nhiéu tién vao céng ty bdo vé STC. Nhung la ai mdi dugc chi?
Va s6 tién dy lay & dau ra?
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Hawksley nd nu cuwdi quyén rii nhat cia minh véi co 1é tan, “T6i la Hal
Hawksley. Anh Hayes dang dgi gap t6i.”

“A, vang.” Co ta mim cuoi dap 10, “Anh dy néi moi anh vao gip ngay.”
Co ta rwén nguoi va chi vé phia hanh lang, “Phong thit ba bén trai. Cac ban
anh sé vui long ngoi chd & ngoai chir a?” Co ta chi vé day ghé trong géc.

“Cam on c6,” Wyatt néi. “Co khong phién néu t6i lam thé chi¥?” Anh ta
xach mot cai ghé 1én va vac n6 doc theo hanh lang.

“Khong,” co ta goi véi theo, “Y t6i khong phai 1a ngbi & do.”

Wyatt quay lai nhin c6 ta ro6i ng6i xuéng chiéc ghé chan ngay gitta 16i vao
khi Roz va Hawksley bwéc vao can phong thit ba ma khong buén go ctra,
“Thanh that ma n6i thi vo cung thodi mai day.” Anh cham mot diéu thudc va
khoan khodi nhin c6 nhan vién nhac dién thoai 1én va quay so goi di dau do.

O bén kia canh ctia, Stewart Hayes dap ong nghe xuéng, “Tdi nghe Lisa
ndi lai rang anh c6 mot ngwoi canh cita, anh Hawksley a. C6 phai anh ta la
canh sat khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“A.” Stewart v0 thiic siét chit hai tay trén mét ban, “Mdi ngdi.” Hin mim
cwoi voi Roz va chi vé phia chiéc ghé.

Roz lam theo, c6 cdm thdy nhw bi mé hodc truGc con nguwdi nay. Bay
khong phai ké da c6 bop co c6. Han ta tré hon, wa nhin hon, va hién lanh hét
nhw giong noéi. Co 1é day la ngudi em trai, c6 tham nghi va nhé lai tdim anh
trén ta bup phé. Han c6 nu cudi that tha va ca vé hap dan hoai c6 giong bo
minh. Du trong tinh canh nay, nhung c6 van cam thdy han la nguoi dé wa.
Chi duy doi mat, nhan nhat va canh giac, mdi tiét 10 rang han dang che giau
gi d6. Hawksley van ding yén.

Ca hai ngwoi ho déu né nu cuwoi. “DPugc r6i, gio c6 1é anh sé mudn giai
thich ki hon vé nhitng diéu da néi qua dién thoai. T6i cling muon thanh that
v&i anh,” giong han ta lai thé hién diéu nguwoc lai. “Rang t6i khong hiéu tai
sao minh dugc trao co hoi kéo dai nira gio dé mua lai mot nha hang tr ai do6
toi chwa tirng gap mat cho ai do6 t6i chwa tirng nghe danh. Thém nita, tat ca
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nhitng chuyén nay lai la vi mot phu nit tv nhan minh 1a ké sat nhan muon
phan doi di chic cua 6ng bo.”

Hawksley nhin quanh van phong dwgc trang bi dep dé. “Noi that kha sang
trong nhi? Anh em anh lam an phat dat day.” Anh nhin cham cham vao
Stewart v&i vé suy doan, “Thé ma bo anh c nghi cac anh phai rat kho sé lo
chuyén com 4o gao tién.”

Stewart khé nhiu may nhung van khong néi gi.

“Vay 6ng Crew da trd cho cac anh bao nhiéu trong vu hanh hung bang
gay bong chay? Vu d6 qua mao hiém nén chac gia cling khong hé ré.”

Do6i mat nhat mau té rd vé binh than, “T6i e rang minh chang hiéu anh
dang noi gi ca.”

“Anh trai anh c6 khuon mat rat dé nhan dang, anh Hayes a. Bitc anh cua
anh ta nam ngay trén ta bip phé nha b6é anh. Nhung r6 rang 6ng Crew chua
bao gio khuyén cao anh vé nhan t6 bat ngo ca. Hay dang ra anh nén khuyén
cdo 6ng ta m&i phai. Ong ta c6 biét b6 anh séng sat canh nha Olive Martin
khong?” Anh trong thay vé kho hiéu trén gwong mat nguwdi déi dién va ra
hiéu vé phia Roz, “C6 gai nay dang mudn viét mot cuon sach vé cb ta. Va
trung hop lam sao, Crew chinh la ludt sw c6 van ctia Olive, con t6i la si quan
canh sat phu trach bat gii c6 ta, bo anh lai la hang x6m canh nha c6 ta nita.
Co Leigh da di dén gap ca ba nguwoi ching t6i va nhan ra anh trai anh qua
tam hinh chup. Trai dat nay tron hon anh twéng day.”

Do6i mat lanh lung kia thoang hap hay vé khé chiu, “Chac la nhan nham
thoi. Hai ngwoi sé chang chitng minh dwgc gi ca. Tat ca chi 1a 16i may nguoi
néi, va thue sy thi anh ay da & Sheffield ca tuan tredc.”

Hawksley nhin vai vo nhw khéng quan tdm, “Co hoi ctia anh dén day la
hét. Toi da dén va mang cho anh mot 101 mai chao hap dan.” Anh chong tay
1én ban va nhoai nguwoi t6i trude, “T6i nghi moi chuyén la thé nay. Crew da
stt dung tién ctia Robert Martin dé mua lai cac doanh nghiép pha san véi gia
ré trong ltc doi thi trvong héi phuc, nhung thoi gian cta 6ng ta sap hét roi.
Di?a con trai cia Amber van chwa chét nhw 6ng ta van twdng, va Olive sé trd
thanh nguoi thira ké sang gia khi c6 Leigh day chitng minh dwoc c6 ta v6
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toi. Cho du c6 ta hay chau trai minh nhan quyén thtra ké, ho ciing sé yéu cau
mot ban ké khai tir phia nguoi thuc hién di chuc, trong treong hgp nay la
ong Crew. Nhung tinh trang suy thodi ctia nén kinh té kéo dai hon dv kién,
va ong ta phai doi mat v4i nguy co bi phat giac chuyén tham 6 tién cuia than
chi. Ong ta can luan chuyén mot s6 bat dong san dé bu vao chd tham hut
trong sO sach ké toan.” Anh nhuwéng may, “T6i t0 mo khong biét ké hoach
v6i manh dat géc pho Wenceslas 1a gi? Mot siéu thi a? Hay can hd? Van
phong? Ong ta can Xoong Chan Tring dé giai quyét van dé. Va gio tdi dang
chao ban nha hang dé cho ong ta day. Ngay hom nay.”

Hayes khong dé bi de doa, “Theo nhw t6i dwgc biét thi nha hang ctia anh
s@m muodn gi cling déng cira, anh Hawksley a. Dén ltic do, anh sé phai ganh
mot khodn ng cue 16n. Du sao di nita, gio day nguwoi du tw cach dé nghi cac
diéu khoan trong hgp dong mua ban Xoong Chan Tritng khong phdi la anh
nita roi, ma la ké san sang mua ditt nha hang do tir anh co.”

Hawksley cudi nhan nhé va lui lai, “Tuy thudc vao viéc ai nga ngwa truéc
kia. C6 khi Crew sé phai d6i mat v6i nguy co vu viéc v& 16 trede khi ngan
hang quyét dinh tich thu Xoong Chan Tring day. Néu quyét day tdi vao
buwéc duong cung thi 6ng ta cling khong dé thd dau. Kha nang cao la ong ta
sé mat viéc khi am muu st dung sai muc dich tai san cta than cha bi 16i ra
anh sang.” Anh hat ham vé phia chiéc dién thoai, “Nhwng 6ng ta van c6 thé
tw ctu minh bang cach chap nhan théa thuan mua lai Xoong Chan Tritng
ngay hom nay. No6i chuyén v6i ong ta di.”

Hayes can nhac mét ldac 1au r6i hwéng anh nhin sang Roz, “T6i cho rang
co ludn mang theo may ghi am trong tai xach, dung khong co Leigh? Liéu
t0i 6 thé kiém tra dwgc khong?”

Roz nhin Hawksley va anh gat dau. C6 cau kinh dat chiéc tti 1én ban ngay
treéc mat minh.

“Cam on c6,” Stewart lich sy 1én tiéng. Han mé tdi 1dy may ghi am, kiém
tra lwét qua do trong tui tredc khi cay ctra bang va ldy cudn cat xét. Han 16i
dai bang ra, dung kéo cat thanh tirtng manh nhé réi ditng day, “Pau tién la
anh, Hawksley a. Hay dam bdo rang sé khéng con ngac nhién nho nhé nao
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nita.” Stewart ro tay doc theo than ngwoi Hawksley, réi lam twong tw véi
Roz. “T6t.” Han hat ham vé phia canh ctra, “Hay bdo ngudi canh gac cta
anh mang cai ghé vé cho cii va cit ng6i chd & quay tiép tan.”

Han tré vé cho ngoi va cho doi trong lic Hawksley truyén dat lai cho
Wyatt. Sau ba phit, han goi dién thoai dé xac nhan rang Wyatt da ¢ ngoai
tam nghe 1én.

Stewart tram ngam lén tiéng, “Gi0 t6i cé kha nhiéu sy lya chon day nhi.
Mot la dong y véi 10i dé nghi caa anh.” Han nhat mét cai thudc ké 1én va
cudn cong lai gitta hai tay, “To6i khong thich lam thé lam. Anh thtra sitc rao
ban Xoong Chan Tritng bat cit ltic nao trong vong sau tuan qua, nhung anh
da khong lam thé, r6i dot nhién anh lai mu6n ban né theo cach nay, qua that
khién t6i lo lang.”

Han ngtrng lai mot lic, “Thit hai 13, t6i c6 thé dé sy viéc tién trién theo 1€
tw nhién. Luat phap chi la tro dua, va trong vu nay con la mot tro dua nhat
nhéo nita co. Nguy co Peter Crew bi phat giac truede khi anh tieu doi chi la
50-50. Tdi cling chang thich phwong an dé, 50-50 qua la qua khé dé doan
tredc két qua.” Han uén cong cai thwdc ké hét cd ma khong lam né gay, roi
dot ngdt tha tay ra, d6i mat nhan nhat bong van 1én gian dit. “Va lwa chon
thit ba, xét moi 1é van la hap dan nhat, mot tai nan bat hanh sé xay dén véi
hai ngwoi. Néu vay thi chang khac nao mét miii tén trung hai dich.”

Stewart nhin thang vao Roz, “Néu c6 chét, vu viéc cua Olive va quyén
sach c6 dang viét, cudi cung sé chim vao quén lang. Va néu anh chét,
Hawksley a, Xoong Chan Tritng sé bi dem ban. Mot gidi phap qua hoan hao,
hai ngwoi khong nghi thé sao?”

“Rat hoan hdo,” Hawksley dong tinh. “Nhung anh sé khong lam thé dau.
R6t cudc thi van con dia tré & Uc ma.”

Stewart cuwdi nhat. Diéu cwdi goi nhac dén 6ng bo.

“Vay anh dinh lam gi?”

“Cho hai ngudi thit ma cac ngwoi mudn khi dén day.”

Hawksley chau may, “La gi vay?”
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“Bang chitng vé viéc anh bi choi xdu.” Han m& ngan kéo, 1dy ra mot tdi

tai liéu trong sudt, roi gilt canh tui, lac lac thi bén trong ra ban. D6 la mot to

ghi chu c6 ghi san dia chi trén dau trang, nép gidy nhan nheo, chitng té n6 da
tirng bi vo lai. Dia chi la cia mot toa nha toa lac tai mot khu pho kha dat dé
& Southampton. Phia duwdi c6 may dong chit viét tay ctia Crew.

V/v: Xoong Chan Tritng

Chuan bi thit thoi, phan chuot. ..
Chia khoéa + dam bao di Phap

Phi sap dat

Khai kien thanh cong

Tich thu tai san thé chap ctia Xoong Chan Tritng
Tong chi

Chao ban 750.000

Trtr chi phi Xoong Chan Tritng 92.000
Trwr chi phi dia diém 1 Wenceslas  60.000
Trw chi phi nha hang mai 73.000
Tong lai 525.000

Chi phi
(bang Anh)
1.000
1.000
5.000
5.000
80.000
92.000

“Qua hoan hédo.” Stewart ndi khi nhin thdy vé hoai nghi trén guwong mat

Hawksley, “Dia chi nha Crew, chit viét tay cua Crew.” Han tro thuéc ké vao

mép to gidy, “Va ca dau diém chi cua ong ta nita. Bdy nhiéu la du dé anh
thoat khéi viing lay nay, nhung c6 du dé két toi Crew hay khéng thi t6i
khong r6. Du sao do ciing la van dé caa anh, chi chang phai cua t6i.”

“Anh ldy céi nay ¢ dau?”

Stewart mim cuwdi lac dau, “Toi ting la m&t ngwoi linh. T6i thich chira
cho minh dwdng lui. Cit coi nhw n6 vo tinh roi vao tay toi, va t6i nhan ra tam

quan trong ctia né nén da chuyén giao cho anh.”
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Hawksley ban khoan liéu Crew c6 biét ban chat cta ké ong ta da thué hay
khong. Hay Stewart dinh dung tai liéu nay dé mot ngay kia tong tién? “T6i
khong hiéu,” anh ndi thang. “Crew sé 16i anh vao. T6i cling vay, ca co Leigh
nita. Bang cach nay hay cach khac thi anh em anh ciing sé lién luy. Tai sao
anh lai tao diéu kién cho chiing t6i dé dang nhuw thé?”

Stewart khong tra 10i thang vao cau héi, “T6i khong muon that thoat tién
cta thém nita. T6i dang trd lai nha hang cho anh. Hay biét on vi diéu d6.”

“V1 cai quy gi ma toi lai phai biét on?” Hawksley n6i néng. B6i mat anh
nheo lai vé nghi ngo, “Ai ding sau am muu nay? Anh hay ong Crew?”

“Chang c6 am muu nao hét. Viéc tich bién tai san chi la mét thuc té
khong thé tranh khoi trong thoi diém nay ma thoi. Bat cit ai c6 von cling
mua dwgc nha hang d6 véi gia ré mat. Ong Crew chi 13 mot manh ghép
trong banh rang phap ly hoan hdo. Nhung that khong may, 6ng ta lai st dung
tién von khong phai ctia minh.”

“Vay anh chinh la nguwdi van hanh banh rang ay sao?”

Stewart khong tra 1oi.

“Khong c6 am muwu thé quai nao dwgc?” Hawksley noi déa, “Toi sé
khong doi nao rao ban Xoong Chan Tritng nhung cac nguwdi van mua nhitng
16 dat bén canh.”

Stewart lai bé cong chiéc thwdc trong tay, cwdi nhat, “Pang nao anh ciling
phai ban thoi. Kinh doanh nha hang rat dé pha san. Thir nghi xem, chuyén gi
c6 thé xdy ra néu Crew quyét dinh an binh bat dong va dgi cho dén khi anh
bi khéi t6? Chuyén gi cé thé xdy ra néu anh toi néi tredc vai toi vé ndi dung
uy théac ctia Crew véi anh dy? Chac chan khong bao gid c6 cudc déi thoai
nay, vi mét 1é don gian, anh con chang biét phai tim tGi ai nita.”

Nhitng thé gan trén c6 Hawksley giat giat, “Nhuwng du gi cac ngudi van sé
tién hanh am muu an toan thyc pham, ding khong?”

Bi uon cong qua mtc, chiéc thuwdc ké dét nhién gay déi. Stewart mim
cuwoi, “Nha hang la kiéu kinh doanh dé pha san. T6i nhac lai, hay biét on vi
diéu dé6. Néu anh it t€, Xoong Chan Tritng sé an nén lam ra.”
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“Khac gi bao chiung t6i hay im miéng va khong dugc tiét 10 chuyén anh
c6 dinh liu dén vu Xoong Chan Tring.”

“R0O rang.” Han c6 vé ngd ngang, nhu thé dé la diéu hién nhién. “Bé&i vi
lan tGi, Itta sé khong chi chay & trong chdo thoéi dau, va anh...” Do6i mat

(13

nhan nhat cia han nhin xody vao Roz, “... cung c6 ban géi cua anh ciing
khong dwgc may man thé nay. Danh dy ctia anh trai t6i da bi xtic pham. Anh
dy rat muon dén tinh s6 v4i hai nguwdi lan nita ddy.” Han ta chi vao to ghi
chy, “Anh muén xtr Iy Crew thé nao cling dugc. T6i khong ngudng mo dam
dan ong thiéu nguyén tic. Ong ta 1a luat sw. Ong ta c6 nghia vu v&i khoi tai
san cta mot nguwoi da chét, nhung lai 1gi dung no.”

Run Ién vi titc gian, Hawksley cam goc t@ gidy, nhdt né 1én va nhét vao
tdi xach ctia Roz, “Anh cling chang hon gi 6ng ta dau, Hayes a. Anh da lgi
dung sy tin twéng cua 6ng ta khi n6i cho b6 minh nghe vé dita con cua
Amber. Nhung néu khong nhd thé, chiing toi sé khong bao gio lan dwgc ra
Crew.” Anh dirng lai dé doi Roz ditng 1én va budc ra ctra. “Va to6i dam bao
sé ndi cho ong ta biét diéu do khi 6ng ta bi bat.”

Stewart co vé vui sudng, “Crew sé khong khai ra dau.”

“Biéu gi ngan dugc ong ta chit?”

Han dwa mau thwdc ké gay ngang qua c6, “Chinh la diéu ngan anh lai,
Hawksley a. Noi s¢ hdi ddy.” D6i mat nhat mau nhin Roz tir dau t6i chan,
“Nhung trong treong hop ctua Crew, do la dira chau ma ong ta yéu quy.”

Wyatt theo ho budc ra via hé. “Dwgc roi,” anh ta 1én tiéng. “Moi viéc da
xong, gid ndi xem nao, chuyén quai gi dang dién ra ¢ day vay?

Hawksley nhin gwong mat nhot nhat cia Roz, “Ching ta di dau dé udng
nuoc da.”

“Oi, khong, ché c6 di dau hét,” Wyatt néng ndy dap. “T6i da thuc hién
ding giao keo, gio dén lwgt anh day.”

Hawksley gian dit tom chat 14y canh tay anh ta, nhitng dau ngoén tay bam
sau vao da thit. “Nhé giong xudng di dé6 ngu ngoc nha cau,” anh lam bam.
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“Ga dan 6ng trong d6 dam moi gan cau, va an song noé tredc mat cau chir
chang dua. R6i han sé méc dén than nita, va han sé mim cuwoi khi lam thé
day. Quan regu gan nhat la ¢ dau vay?”

Mai dén khi ho da yén vi trong mot géc nhd & quan rugu, va thay nhitng
ban xung quanh déu trong, Hawksley md&i md 10i. Anh ké lai cau chuyén
bang nhitng cau cut lun, thinh thodng lai ngat gitta chtrng, nhan manh vai tro
cia Crew trong toan bd sw viéc, nhung chi r0 rang nguwdi dot nhap vao
Xoong Chan Tritng chi 1a linh danh thué. Xong xudi, anh 14y to tai liéu ra
khoi tdi xach cia Roz va dat n6 nam ngay ngan trén ban gitta ba ngwdi ho.
“T6i mudn tri thang cha nay, Wyatt a. Ché dé han chuon mat.”

Wyatt hoai nghi, “Ciling khong cé nhiéu bang chitng lam, ding khong?”

“Sé chitng minh duoc thoi.”

Wyatt kep to gidy vao giita cuén s6 ghi chép va nhét vao tii 4o khodc,
“Vay cong ty bao vé STC thi lién quan gi ¢ day?”

“Co day. Hayes da giit to gidy nay cho t6i. Bu thdy céng ty han co lién
quan.”

Wyatt nhtin vai, “Nhw thé nay van la qua it dé xoay chuyén dwgc tinh thé.
Tham chi t6i con chang ddm dam bdo anh sé thang trong vu khdi t6 cia S&
Vé sinh Dich té. Crew sé s6 toet moi dinh dang cho ma xem.”

Ca ba déu im lang.

“Anh ay néi ding,” Roz dot ngot 1én tiéng, 1dy mot hop bang vé sinh que
ra khoi tui xach. Hawksley siét 1ay ban tay dang cam cai hop va nhan né
xu6ng ban. “Khong, Roz,” anh 6n ton, “Du em c6 tin hay khong, nhung anh
quan tdam dén em hon Xoong Chan Tritng nhiéu, tham chi hon ca ca viéc
thye thi cong 1y nita.”

Co gat dau, nhin sau vao mat anh, “Em biét, Hal. Nhung van dé la em
cling quan tam dén anh. Nghia la chiing ta dang gdp rac roi ddy. Anh mudn
cltu em con em mudn citu Xoong Chan Tritng, hai viéc nay lai loai trir lan
nhau.” C6 néi 1éng ban tay minh ra khéi tay anh, “Thé nén, mét trong hai ta
phai thang cudc tranh ludn nay. Va nguoi dé sé la em, vi viéc nay chang lién
quan gi dén cong ly hét, chi la dé tdm hon thanh than th6éi. Em sé hanh phiic
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hon rat nhiéu néu thay Stewart Hayes ditng sau vanh méng ngwa.” Co lac
dau khi ban tay anh lai niu chat tay c6. “Em khong thé dé vi em ma anh mat
nha hang, Hawksley a. Anh da phai rat khé cwc vi n6. Anh khong thé bd
cudc bay gio dugc.”

Nhung Hawksley khong phai 1a Rupert dé chiu khuat phuc trwdc nhitng gi
Roz n6i va mac ¢6 lam theo y minh. “Khéng,” anh nhac lai, “Ching ta sé
khong choi tro dau tri nay nita. Nhitng gi Hayes de doa la that day. Va han
khong doa giét em, Roz a, ma han doa sé hanh ha em day.” Anh dwa mot tay
1én vubt ve guwong mat co, “Nhitng ké nhw han sé khéng giét nguwdi khi
khong can thiét. Chung chi can hanh ha, danh dap, va khién nguwoi ta que
quat tan phé thoi. M6t nan nhan con song, nhung hoan toan tuyét vong sé la
tam guwong hiéu qua hon la mot ngwoi da chét.”

“Nhung néu han bi két an...”

“Em lai ngay tho nita r6i,” Hawksley nhe nhang ngat 10i, diu dang gat
nhitng sgi toc trén mat Roz. “Ngay cda khi han bi két an, du anh khong nghi
la vay dau, thi véi mot ciru quan nhan, lai la 1an dau pham t0i, bang chitng
thi mo ho, va Crew pht nhan moi thi, han sé khéng phai vao tu. Cung lam
chi lanh 4n mot nam vi tdi ltra gat thoi, va cudi cung, han sé chi ngoi tu sau
thang r6i lai dugc tw do. Ma kha nang cao hon la chi bi an treo. Hay nhé
rang Stewart khong phai la nguwdi cam gy bong chay dot nhap vao Xoong
Chan Tritng, ma la anh trai han. Va em sé phai ditng treéc toa dé khai diéu
d6.” Anh mét anh day kién dinh, “Anh 1a ngudi thuc t&, Roz a. Chiing ta sé
di theo hwédng budc téi Crew va ddy l1én du nghi ngo dé thay doi ban an cda
S&.” Anh nhtn vai, “Sau do6 anh tin rdang Hayes sé dé Xoong Chan Tring
dugc yen.”

Roz im lang mot lic, “Liéu anh cé hanh dong khac di khéng néu chwa bao
gio gap em va em khong lién quan dén tat ca? Bung n6i doi em, Hal a, xin
anh day.”

Hawksley gat dau, “U, anh s& khong lwa chon thé ndy. Nhung thuc té 1a
da c6 em, nén khong con cau héi dy nita.”
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“Pugc.” Roz tha 1ong ban tay minh bén dudi tay anh va mim cuoi, “Cam
on anh. Em thay hanh phic hon nhiéu r6i.”

“Dong y vay nhé.” Anh nhe nhém tha long tay va co thtra dip giat hop
bang vé sinh khoi tay anh.

“Khong. Doi nao em dong y.” C6 mé chiéc hop, bé may cai Ong nho
bang bia cac tong ra ngoai va lat nguwgc hop lai, doc ra mot chiéc may ghi
am mini kich hoat bang giong n6i. Co6 quay sang Geoff Wyatt, “Néu may
man, thi nay sé da dé budc tdi Hayes. N6 dugc cai dat & mic am lwong cao
nhat, lai nam ngay trén ban nén chac sé bat dugc giong cta han.”

Co0 tua cudn bang lai vai vong va nhan nat Play. Giong Hawksley nhw twr
phia xa vong lai.

“Khac gi bdo ching t6i hdy im miéng, va khong dugc tiét 16 chuyén anh
c6 dinh liu dén vu Xoong Chan Tring.”

Roi dén giong ctia Hayes, am vang nhu tiéng chudng, “R6 rang. Béi vi
lan tdi, Itra sé khong chi chdy & trong chéo théi dau, va anh, cung c6 ban gai
cta anh ciling khong dwgc may man thé nay. Danh du cda anh trai toi da bi
xtic pham. Anh 4y rdt muén dén tinh s6 véi hai ngwoi 1an niva ddy.”

Roz tat may ghi am va day n6é qua ban vé phia Wyatt, “Gildp duwgc gi
khong?”

“Nhitng bang chitng nay sé lat nguwgc dwge vu khai t6 Hal va Xoong Chan
Tritng, mién la c6 san sang cung cap lai cho chung t6i.”

“T6i san sang.”

Wyatt quay sang nhin gwong mat ban minh va thay sy cang thang trén do,
roi lai quay sang Roz, “Néu toi hiéu chinh xac tinh hinh thi Hal néi ding
ddy. Chung ta dang n6i vé mdt thit cong ly phi thuc té.” Anh ta nhat chiéc
mady ghi am 1én, “Bat ké han nhan ban an thé nao, han ciing sé tim c6 dé tra
thu, khong nghi ngd gi nita. By gio' canh sat chang bado vé ndi c6 dau. Co
c6 chac la mudn dwa thi nay cho t6i khong?”

“T6i chac chan.”

Wyatt nhin Hawksley lan nita va nhin vai bat lyc, “Xin 16i anh ban. T6i
da co hét sitc, nhung lan nay c6 vé anh da yéu phai mot c6 ho cai r6i.”
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Hawksley cuwoi khung khuc, “Pirng néi ra chit, Wyatt, vi téi da biét roi
ma.”

Nhung Wyatt van phai thira nhan, “Anh may man lam ddy, do troi danh.”

Olive ngoi go luvng & ban, ti man ché tdc mot bic twgng mdi. Nguoi dan
ba hai mat cung dita bé da bep di, chi con chiéc bt chi tré thang 1én troi nhw
mot ngoén tay budc toi. Cha xi¥ tram ngam xem xét tac pham mdi cua co ta.
Mot hinh dang kénh cang va thé kéch nam ngtra, c6 vé dang vat 16n dé thoat
khoi nén dat sét. That la, Olive c6 thé tao ra nhitng bitc twong thé nay chi
v6i chit ki nang khiém ton.

“Con dang khac gi day?”

“Mot ngudi PAN ONG.”

Cha x1t da doan duoc cau tra 15i. Ong quan sat nhitng ngén tay dang nin
mot cuc dat sét to va gin lén phan dau bitc twong. “Adam a?” Ong c6 cam
giac co ta dang c6 tréu dua minh. T lic 6ng buwdc vao phong, Olive lién tuc
c6 nhitng hanh dong ki la, nhw thé c6 ta da dgi ong dén cho d& buon chan
vay.

“La Cain*.” C6 ta ldy mot cay bt chi khac va dat no 1én trén cuc dat sét,
song song v&i nguwoi dan 6ng dang nam, réi bam manh t&i khi né dinh chat
xuong, “Faustus?*, Don Giovanni* , dau c6 gi quan trong.”

“Tat nhién la quan trong chi?,” cha xit danh giong. “Khong phéi dan 6ng
nao cling ban linh hon cho quy, va nhitng ké ac tam nhw thé cling chang
nhiéu hon dam phu ni an & hai long dau.”

Olive mim cwoi va cat mot doan ti cuon len trén mat ban. Co ta cudn
thong long & mot dau day va budc dau kia vao phan nhon ctia cay but chi
khién sgi day treo lung lang ngay trén dau bi¢c twgng. R6i co ta can than cai
mot que diém xuyén qua vong day va siét chat lai, “Cha thiy sao?”

Cha xit chau may, “Ta khong biét nita. D6 1a gia treo c6 ha?”

Co ta day cho que diém dung dwa qua lai, “Hodc la thanh gwom cua
Damocles*. Thyc chit noé cling giong nhw khi quy dit chiém doat linh hon
cua cha vay.”
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Cha x1t tya vao ria ban va maoi Olive mot diéu thude. “Dé khong phai dan
ong chung chung, ding khong?” Ong bat Iita, “La ai d6 cu thé. Ta néi ding
ch?”

“Cole.”

“Ai?”

Olive méc tui 4o ra mot bic thw va dwa cho 6ng. Cha xi¢ trai to gidy ra
ban. D6 la mét 14 thw chuan muc, ro6 rang dwgc go trén may tinh, va rat ngan
gon.

Than gi c6 Martin,

Chung t6i xin théng bao vi mot so ly do dot xuat, ong Peter Crew phai
nghi phép mot thoi gian. Trong thoi gian 6ng Crew vang mat, van dé cta
than chu sé duwgc cac dong su ctia 6ng Crew gidi quyét. Mong c6 hay yén
tam vi ching t6i sé van tiép tuc ho trg chu dao.

Tran trong.

Cha x nhin 1én, “Ta khong hiéu.”

Olive hit mot hoi that sau r6i pha luéng khoi vé phia que diém. N6 tao
thanh hinh xoan 6c la lung, roi troegt xuéng phan tran va miii cta birc twgng,
“Luat st co van cua con da bi bat.”

Cha x giat minh cti nhin bitc twgng bang dat sét. Tham chi 6ng khong
can héi liéu c6 ta c6 chic chin hay khong. Ong ciing biét 16 su chinh xéc
cta hé thong thong tin trong tu hét nhw Olive vay. “Vi toi gi?”

“Vi doc 4c.” Olive dui didu thudc vao biic twong, “DAN ONG sinh ra da
thé r6i. Ca cha ciing thé.” C6 ta nhin cham cham vao cha x®, xem xét phan
ng cua ong.

Nhung 6ng chi cuoi, “Co 1é con néi ding. Nhung ta dang c6 hét sirc dé
khang cu thuc té do day.”

Olive lai rit ra mot diéu nira, budt miéng, “Con sé nh@ cha lam day.”

“Khi nao?”

“Khi ho tha con ra.”
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Cha x1 nhin c6 ta v6i nu cwoi khé hiéu, “Con lau ma. Phai nhiéu nam
nira.”

Nhung Olive lac dau va vo cho dat sét thanh mot khoi tron lan ca mau
thudc 1a & gitra, “Cha chwa bao gio hoi con bitc twgng nguwdi dan ba la ai.”

Lai choi tro ddu tri nita r6i, cha x* nghi tham. “Khong can thiét, Olive a,
vi ta da biét r6i.”

Co0 ta nd nu cudi ty giéu. “Pung roi, han la vay.” Olive liéc nhin 6ng qua
khoe mat, “Cha ty tim ra, hay Chua da thi tham véi cha vay? ‘Nghe nay, con
trai, Olive da ty nan co ta bang dat sét. Gio hay gitp co ta doi mat vGi sy gia
doi gian manh cta ban than di.” Cha, ding lo, du gi khi ra khéi day con cling
sé nhd nhitng gi cha da lam cho con ma.”

Cudi cung thi c6 ta mudn diéu gi & 6ng day? Pong vién rang co ta sé dugc
phong thich, hay gidi thoat co ta khoi sy doi long? Cha x@& tham thd dai.
Thuce sy sé dé dang hon biét bao nhiéu néu 6ng c6 thé thich c6 ta, nhung s
thue 1a 6ng khong wa ndi con ngwoi nay. Co 1é dé chinh la phan doc ac trong
con nguoi ong.
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Olive nhin Roz v@i vé hoai nghi r6 rét. Vé man nguyén da khién khuon mat
von xanh xao cda c6 anh lén nét rang rd.

“Trong chi khang khac.” Co ta n6i bang giong budc toi, chirng nhw diéu
dé6 khién c6 ta kho chiu.

Roz lac dau, “Khong. Moi chuyén van thé.” D6i khi, néi doi van an toan
hon. Co6 sg Olive sé nghi viéc c6 qua lai vGi ngudi canh sat da bat gitr minh
la mot sy phan boi, “Co cé nhan dwoc 10i nhan cuaa to6i hom thi Hai tuan
treéc khong?”

Olive dang trong tinh trang luém thudm nhat, mai to6c r6i bu x6 tung trudc
khu6én mat trang béch, trén 4o dinh mdt vét nwdc xo6t ca chua, mui mo héi
chua lom khién khong gian nhé bé cia can phong ngot ngat khong thé noi.
Ngudi co ta dang run 1én vi khoé chiu, tran nhan lai cau cd, nhw thé sé cy
tuyét tat ca nhitng gi dugc nghe. C6 ta khong tra 10i.

“Co gi khong 6n sao?” Roz binh than hai.

“T6i khong muon gdp chi nita.”

Roz quay chiéc but chi gitta nhitng ngon tay, “Tai sao vay?”

“Toi khong co6 nghia vu phai dwva ra ly do.”

“Pura ra thi sé lich sy hon day,” Roz van néi vdi giong déu déu. “Toi da
do rat nhiéu thoi gian, cong sttc va tinh cdm vao c6. T6i ¢t nghi ching ta la
ban co.”

Modi Olive dau ra cong cdn. “Ban bé sao?” Co ta cOc can rit 1én, “Ching
ta khong phai ban bé. Chi la c6 gai hoan hao dang kiém tién bang viéc tv coi
minh la nhat, con t6i chi 1a mot ké t6i nghiép bi chi lgi dung ma théi.” C6 ta
chong tay 1én mat ban va c6 sitc ditng day, “T6i khong muon chi viét cuon
sach dy nita.”

“B@i vi cO muon duwgc moi nguwdi né sg trong tu hon la bi moi nguwdi cuoi
nhao & ngoai kia.” Roz lac dau, “Co la mot ké ngoc, Olive a. Va cling heén

https://thuviensach.vn



nhat ntta. Toi nghi c6 diing cam hon co.”

Olive mim chat d6i mo6i béo mam trong ltic c6 nang ngwoi day. “T6i sé
khong nghe dau,” c6 ta wong buéng nhw mot dita tré, “Chi chi dang c6 khién
toi doi y thoi.”

“Tat nhién roi.” Roz dwa tay chong cam, “T6i van sé viét cuon sach dy, du
c6 c6 muodn hay khoéng. To6i khong so c6 dau. Co co thé yéu cau mot luat sw
c6 van dua ra Iénh huan thi dé ngan can t6i, nhung ong ta sé chang lam dwoc
gi ca. T6i sé chitng minh duwgc ¢o vo tdi, va tda an sé bao vé quyén xuat ban
cuon sach ay, bai nhw thé tirc 1a ing ho cong 1y.”

Olive lai ngo6i phich xuéng ghé, “T6i sé viét thw cho t6 chitc Quyén ty do
cua cong dan. Ho sé giup t6i.”

“Ho sé khong gitip c6 dau néu ho biét nhitng viéc téi lam la dé dwa co ra
khoi day. Ho con gitp t6i ay.”

“Vay thi t6i sé giti thu dén ty ban Nhan quyén. T6i sé bdo véi ho rang
nhitng viéc chi lam xam pham dén quyén riéng tw cia t6i.”

“Ctr lam di. Va thé la c6 sé gitp toi rat nhiéu ddy. Moi nguoi sé do x6 di
mua cudn sach cta to6i vi muon biét rot cudc vu lum xum do la gi. Va néu
viéc nay dwoc tranh tung tai toa, bat luan thé nao, t6i dam bao tat ca moi
nguoi sé biét t¢i bang chitng.”

“Bang chitng nao?”

“Bang chitng chitng minh c6 khong hé gay an.”

Olive giang mot ci dam nang né xudng ban, “To6i da gay an.”

“Khong, c6 khéng lam thé.”

“T6i da lam thé.” Ngudi phu nit to béo gam 1én.

“Khong phai c6,” Roz n6i, déi mat anh Ién tirc gian. “Khi nao thi c6 méi
chiu chap nhan sv that rang me co da chét roi, ha c6 gai ngéc nghéch?” Lan
nay dén lugt co dap ban, “Me c6 khéng con nita, Olive a. Ba ta sé khong bao
gi® xuat hién du c6 cé tron bao lau & trong nay di nita.”

Hai giot nwdc mat lan xuong go ma Olive, “T6i ghét chi.”

Roz lanh lung tiép tuc, “Co vé nha, nhin thdy nhitng gi ga nhan tinh quy
bau ctia minh da lam, va vo cung choang vang. Vi Chua, t6i khong trach co
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dau.” Co 16i may tam anh chup xac Gwen va Amber ti tdi xach ra va dat
ching trén ban ngay truéc mat Olive. “Co yéu me minh, ding khong? Co
lu6n ludn yéu mén nhitng ngwdi can dén cb.”

Con gian cta Olive bung 1én di* doi, “That la nham nhi, nham nhi hét
strc.

Roz lac dau, “T6i da tirng can dén co. Vi thé toi biét.”

Do6i moi Olive run ray, “Chi chi can toi dé tim hiéu cam giac giét nguoi la
nhu thé nao théi.”

“Khong.” Roz vwon tdi, nam lay hai ban tay to béo va mém mai cna
ngwoi phu nit. “T6i da can ai dé dé yéu thwong. Co lai rat dé mén, Olive a.”

Olive giat tay ra va up madt vao hai long ban tay, “Khong ai yéu toi ca,” co
ta tham thi, “Chuwa bao gio c6 ai yéu t6i hét.”

“C0 sai ro6i.” Roz khang dinh, “T6i yéu mén c6. Xo Bridget yéu mén c6.
Va chung toi sé khong bo roi co tdi khi nao c6 dugc tha ra. Co phai tin
ching t6i.” Co khép chat tam tri, bo ngoai tai nhitng 10i thi tham canh bao
rang chua chac co sé thyc hién dugc diéu cam két va rang nhitng 16i doi tra
c6 thé dé dang lam ton thwong Olive t¢i mitc nao. “Ké cho t6i nghe vé
Amber di,” c6 nhe nhang giuc. “N6i cho t6i biét tai sao me 0 lai can co.”

Than thé to 16n bat giac bubéng tiéng thd dai dau hang, “Lic nao con bé
cling muén lam theo y minh, néu khong, n6 sé khién tat ca phai kho s@. Con
bé ludn noéi déi vé nhitng chuyén moi nguwdi lam cho né, bia dat nhitng diéu
kinh khing, thi thodng con danh nguwdi nita. M6t lan, n6 da do nuwdc s6i vao
tay me t0i dé trirng phat ba. Vi vay, ching t6i thwong dé mac n6 lam nhitng
gi n6 thich, nhw thé cudc song dé thd hon. Con bé sé hién lanh diu dang vo
cung néu ai nay lam theo nhitng gi né6 muon.” C6 ta liém nhitng giot nuwéc
mat lan xuéng bd moi, “Con bé chwa bao gio séng co trach nhiém, chi biét
ddy, nhuwng moi viéc con toi té hon sau khi né sinh dita tré. Me noéi con bé
chang chin chan Ién chit nao khi lam me.”

“Co ta lam thé vi nghi do6 la mé6t cach dé dén bu cho ban than sao?”

“Khong, la dé bao chita cho ban than thi ding hon.” Co ta dan nhitng
ngon tay vao nhau, “Tré con khoéc 16c la dé khéi bi danh don. Va vi thé
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Amber cling ct x& nhw mot dia tré. N6 chwa bao gid bi ray la vi chuyén c6
bau. Ching t6i s¢ n6 sé phan ttng lai.” Co6 ta lay mu ban tay quet ngang miii,
“Me da quyét dinh dwa né dén cho bac si tam ly. Me nghi n6 bi chitng tam
than phan liét.” C6 ta thé dai ndang né, “Nhung roi ho bi giét, va tat ca chang
con quan trong nita.”

Roz dwa c6 ta m6t mau khan gidy va im lang dgi co ta lau mii xong, “Thé
tai sao Amber lai ludon cu xr ding muc ¢ truong?”

“0, khong phai luén ludn. N6 sé phat dién néu ai dé tréu choc hodc 1ay do
cia n6 ma khong hoi. Toi thwong phai noi déa 1én dé ngan ho lam thé.
Nhung phan 16n thoi gian, toi phédi co6 gang dé khong ai thdy duwgc mat xau
ctia n6. Néu khong bi ai dong vao, con bé van la mot dita tré dang yéu. That
day, rat dang yéu.”

“Hai mat cua nguoi phu nit.”

“Chac me t6i cling nghi thé.” Olive tho tay vao tii xach dé mé cta Roz,
lay goi thuoc 1a va boc gidy bong kinh. “To6i thuwong gitr con bé bén minh
nhitng Iic né khong & trong 16p hoc. N6 chang ban tam chuyén d6. May dira
con gai khéa trén doi xit véi Amber nhw thi cung, khién né cam thay minh
dac biét. Nhung n6 khong cé ban cung tudi.” C6 ta doc vai diéu thudc ra ban
va lay mot diéu.

“Thé lam sao c6 ta gitt dwgc viéc lam? C6 dau thé ké ké mot bén ma bao
vé co ta?”

“Sw that 1a con bé ciling chang lam & dau dwoc qua mot thang. Phan 16n
thoi gian con bé & nha v6i me t6i. Con bé khién cudc song ctia ba that chang
khac nao dia nguc.”

“O Phit Hoa thi sa0?”

Olive quet diém va cham diéu thudc, “Ciing thé. Con bé méi lam & dé ba
tuan va da noi vé chuyén bo viéc. Cé vai rac roi v6i may c6 géai cung cho
lam. Amber da khién mot trong s6 ho bi dudi viéc thi phai. Gio t6i cling
chang nhd nita. Nhung du gi, me néi nhw thé la qua dua roi, va ba quyét dinh
phai cho con bé dén gdp bac si tam ly.”
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Roz ngoi tram ngam su6t mot ldc lau, roi dot ngdt 1én tiéng, “Toi biét ban
trai co la ai. Chu nhat nao hai nguoi cling hen ho & mot khach san tén la
Belvedere trén ph6 Farraday va ki tén ong ba Lewis. Cht khéach san dé va ca
nguoi lé tan tryrc & cong ty van chuyén Wells- Fargo da xem anh va xac nhan
gilip t6i. Han ong ta da dé c6 & khach san vao cai dém sinh nhat c6 khi c6
tiét 10 vé viéc bo dia bé. Ong ta di thing vé duong Leven dé tinh s6 v6i me
c6 va Amber, cho rang ho phai chiu trach nhiém khi giét hai dita con ma 6ng
ta hang khao khat. T6i nghi bo c6 khong cé mat & nha vao dém hém dé. Roi
moi thit vuot khoi tam kiém soat. Hom sau tr@ vé nha, co phat hién ra hai cai
xac, lién quan tri vi nghi rang tat ca la 16i cia minh.” Roz cam lay tay Olive
1an nita va siét chat hon.

Olive nham mat lai va im lang khoc, lan da mém mai mon trén nhitng
ngon tay cia Roz. “Khong,” cubi cing c6 ta ndi va giang tay ra. “Khong
phai vay, du t6i wéc moi chuyén da dién ra nhu thé, dé it nhat toi sé biét tai
sao t6i lai lam nhitng viéc t6i da lam.” D6i mat c6 ta nhin xa xam vo dinh,
nhv thé dang xody sau vao tam twdng cta ban than, “Vao sinh nhat toi,
chiing t6i khong 1én ké hoach gi hét. Ching t6i khong thé lam thé. Chu nhat
la ngay duy nhat ching t6i c6 thé hen ho, ma hém ay khong phai Chu nhat.
Tinh cO em vg@ clia anh ay dén choi, thanh ra anh ay c6 thé thoat khéi ba vg
trong mot chdc mot 1at. Ho déu nghi anh 4y dén Hoi Cwu chién binh Anh.”
Co ta mim cwoi du chang c6 gi vui & day. “Toi nghiép Edward. Anh ay luon
sg rang ho sé phat hién ra va dudi anh ay di trong tinh canh khong xu dinh
tii. Ngoi nha va tién bac déu la cta ba vg. Anh ay that dang thuwong.
Puddleglum qua that la mot biét danh phu hgp véi Edward, nhat 1a khi anh
dy doi b toc gid ngd ngan dé. Trong anh ay nhuw thé buwdc ra i Bién nién st
Narnia vay, cao, gay, va toc day.” Co ta thd dai, “Cai trang ay ma, c6 biét
ddy, phong truong hop ai d6 nhan ra. Con véi toi thi trong anh dy that buon
cuwoi. Toi thich Edward dé dau hoi hon.” Co ta lai thé dai lan nita, “Chiéc
ghé bac* la cuon sach yéu thich cua td6i va Amber khi con nho.”

Roz doan, “Va hai nguwoi ki tén la ong ba Lewis vi C. S. Lewis la tac gia
cta cuén truyén ay, dung khong? C6 khong sg ba Clarke hay b6 me minh
phat hién ra sao?”
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“Chung t6i sg tat ca moi ngwoi, nhung sg nhat 1a Amber. Suv ghen ti da trd
thanh ban chét cia n6.”

“C0 ta c6 biét viéc co pha thai khong?”

Olive lac dau, “Chi me t6i biét th6i. T6i chira bao gio néi v6i Edward va
tat nhién cling khéng néi vdi Amber. Con bé la ngwdi duy nhat dugc phép
dan trai vé quan hé & nha. Va né lam thé su6t. T6i nao me ciing bat né uéng
thuéc dé khéng mang thai nita.” Co ta dwa tay vudt mat, “Me vO cung tic
gian khi biét tdi dinh bau. Ching t6i déu hiéu Amber sé phat dién vi chuyén
do.”

“Nén c6 méi quyét dinh pha thai?”

“Co 1é thé. D6 la cach giai quyét hgp ly duy nhat & thoi diém dé. Gio thi
toi thay hoi han.”

“Co van con co hoi ma.”

“T6i khong nghi thé dau.”

Luc sau, Roz 1én tiéng héi, “Vay diéu gi da xdy ra vao tdi hom ay?”

Olive nhin c6 khong chép mat qua lan khéi thudc, “Amber phat hién ra
moén qua sinh nhat ma Edward tang toi trudc do. T6i da gidu rat ki nhung né
lic nao cling soi moi moi thit.” Miéng Olive mim chat, “T6i luon phai mang
trd nhitng thit con bé da 1dy vao cho cli. Cho nén moi nguwdi lai nghi toi la
di¥a an cap vat.” Co ta man mé c6 tay, “D6 la mot cai vong tay dat lam vGi
mat day chuyén hinh chiéc ghé bac nho xiu. Dong chi khac trén dé la:
E.L.N.N.L.T.D.C.A. Chi doan duwgc khong? Em la Narnia, Narnia la thién
duwong cua anh.” Co ta t mim cwoi véi chinh minh, “T6i da nght d6 la mot
mon qua tuyét voi.”

“Ong ta rat yéu cd.” D6 1a mot 15i nhan xét, chit khong phai mot cau héi.

“T6i khién anh ay cdm thdy minh dugc trg vé thoi thanh xuan mot lan
nita.” Nwéc mat lai thi nhau tuén xudng ttr hai mi mat hap hip, “Ching t6i
c6 lam hai dén ai dau. Chi duy tri mét moéi quan hé bi mat vao moi Cha nhat,
cai ngay ma chuing t6i lu6n mong ngoéng.” Nudc mat Olive lan dai xuéng
ma, “Gio t6i wéc minh da khong lam thé, nhwng that tuyét khi thay minh dac
biét trong mat ai d6. T6i chwa bao gio yéu, va t6i luon ghen ti v6i Amber vi
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diéu nay. Con bé c6 rat nhiéu ban trai, va thwong xuyén dwa ho vé nha. Me
qua s¢ n6 nén khong dam néi gi.” Co ta nirc nd thanh tiéng, “Ho luén cuoi
nhao t6i, va t6i rat ghét bi cwdi nhao.”

Mot gia dinh méi khung khiép lam sao, moi thanh vién déu tuyét vong
tim kiém tinh yéu, nhung chang ai tim thay cd. Gia st ho tim thay tinh yéu
that di chang ntta, thi ho cé thita nhan hay khong? Co dgi dén khi Olive binh
tam lai m6t chat va hoi tiép, “Me 6 c6 biét do 1a Edward khong?”

“Khong, t6i bao la mot nguwoi cung choé lam. Chiing t6i rat can trong.
Edward la ban than nhat cta bo t6i. Cau chuyén ma bi phanh phui thi sé huy
hoai cudc séng cua tat ca.” Co6 ta dot nhién im lang, “Cha, nhung cudi cung
thi cudc song cua tat ca van bi hty hoai.”

“Ho da biét.”

Co ta gat dau buon ba, “Amber doan ra ngay ltc tim thiy sgi day chuyén.
Dang 1€ t6i phai biét con bé sé doan ra. Chiéc ghé bac, Narnia. R0 rang la do
Puddleglum mua tang r6i.” Co ta hit mot hoi that sau.

Roz quan sét co ta trong gidy lat, “Va co ta da lam gi?” C6 hdi khi thay
Olive im lang khong ké tiép.

“Lam diéu ma con bé lu6n lam moi khi titc gian. Bat dau danh dam. Con
bé cit giat téc toi, toi nhé la thé. Va la hét. Bo6 me t6i phai tach hai dita ra.
To6i bi vieéng vao mot tran kéo co, Robert nam lay khuyu tay toi roi kéo vé
mot hudng, Amber giat toc t6i vé hwdng ngugce lai. Sau do, moi chuyén vo
16. Con bé khong ngtrng la hét rang t6i dang vung trom vGi ong Clarke.” Co
ta khon kho nhin cham cham xudng ban, “Me t6i nhin nhw thé sap phat bénh
dén noi, vi chang ai thich chuyén may 6ng gia cap ke gai tré, to6i da nhin
thay diéu do trong anh mat cua nguwdi phu nit & khach san Belvedere.” C6 ta
xoay diéu thuéc qua nhitng ngén tay, “Nhuwng gio toi nghi la bdi me da biét
rang Edward con dan diu v&i Robert. Va ba thyc sy ghé tém. Gio chinh t6i
cling thay ghé tém.”

“Tai sao co khong phua nhan?”

Olive buon ba rit thudc, “Chang ich gi. Me t6i biét Amber néi that. Toi
doan la do ban nang. Ngudi ta thwong biét diéu nay diéu kia, nhw nhitng
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manh ghép 16n xon vo nghia, réi dot nhién ching khép lai v6i nhau. Du sao
di nita, ca ba nguwdi cham cham nhin t6i, véi me la choang vang, con véi bo
la gian dit.” Co6 ta nhidn vai, “T6i chwa bao gio thady b6 minh udt han dén thé.
Me ndi tudt viéc toi da pha thai, bo tat t6i tdp vao mat t6i va goi t6i la con di.
Amber thi la 16i om som rang bo dang ghen vi 6ng ta ciling yéu Edward. Moi
chuyén khung khiép dén mitc t6i phai bo di.” B6i mat Olive ang ang nudc,
nhung mat van thoang nét tirc cudi, “HOm sau toi trd vé thi thady mau lénh
lang khap noi, me va Amber da chét.”

“Co 6 ngoai ca dém sao?”

Olive gat dau, “Va gan hét bu6i sang hom sau.”

“Pay la chuyén tot ma,” Roz chém nguoi tdi trede. “Ching ta cé thé tim
cach chitng minh. C6 da di dau?”

“T6i di bo tdi bo bién.” Co6 ta nhin cham cham vao hai ban tay, “T6i dinh
ty ti¢. T6i wéc minh da lam thé. Nhung t6i chi ng6i & day ca dém va suy
nghi.”

“Co ai nhin thay c6 khong?”

“Khong. To6i khong muon bi ai bat gap. Khi thady c6 anh sang chiéu tGi va
nghe thay tiéng nguwoi dang dén, ti tron vao sau mét chiéc thuyén nho.”

“Co vé nha luc may gio?”

“Khodng budi triva. Téi khong an gi tir téi hom triedc nén rat doi.”

“C0 0 noi chuyén v6i ai khong?”

Olive thd dai yéu 6t, “Khong ai nhin thdy t6i cd. Néu khong thi toi da
chang & day.”

“C0 vao nha bang cach nao? Co c6 chia khéa a?”

“Phai.”

“Tai sao?” Roz lién héi, “Co noi cod bo di. T6i cit nghi c6 chi ct thé bé di
thoi.”

Do6i mat Olive trgn trirtng vi titc gian. “Toi biét chi sé khong tin to6i ma,”
co ta rit 1én. “Chang ai tin toi khi tdi noi that hét.” Co ta lai bat dau nitc nd.

“T6i tin cd,” Roz dap chac nich. “T6i chi mu6n lam sang té moi chuyén.”
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“T6i di vao phong va ldy vai mén do. Toi chi bo di khi bon ho ct am 1.”
Co ta dau kho van vo guwong mat minh, “Robert thi that thit. Qua nhic
nhoi!”

“Puoc roi. Ké tiép di, c6 trd vé nha réi sao nita?”

“T6i vao nha va di xuoéng bép tim d6 an. T6i giam phai ché mau me trudc
khi kip nhan ra la gi.” Co ta nhin vao bitc anh chup me minh va nhitng giot
nwdc mat lai tuébn nhw subi, “T6i khong muon nhé lai dau. That kinh
khing.” Mo6i duéi ctia ¢6 ta rung lén ban bat.

“Pugc r6i.” Roz diu giong, “Gid hay tap trung vao chi tiét khac. Tai sao
co & lai? Sao c6 khong chay ra dwong va kéu ctru?”

Olive chui mat, “T6i khong thé nhic nhich dwgce. Téi mudén lam ch,
nhung khong thé. T6i cit ditng d6 va nghi me sé xau hé nhwong nao khi moi
ngwoi nhin thdy ba tran truéng.” M6i c6 ta ¢t tré ra va run ban bat nhw
nhitng dia tré xau xi khoc hon, “Téi choang vang. To6i chi muon ngoi xuéng
nhung khong cé cai ghé nao.” Co ta dwa tay bau miéng va nudt nwdc miéng,
“Sau dé ba Clarke sang dap cita s6 nha bép. Ba ta c la hét rang Chua sé
khong bao gio tha thit cho sy d6i bai cta t6i, va roi miéng ba ta chdy dai
thong long.” D6i vai to 16n bat giac rung minh, “T6i biét téi phdi bit miéng
ba ta lai, béi vi ba ta dang khién moi chuyén té hai thém. Thé nén t6i cam
lay cay lan bot va di ra ctta sau.” C6 ta thd dai, “Nhung toi bi nga va du gi
ba ta cling khong con ¢ do6 nita.”

“Po la luc co goi canh sat a?”

“Khong.” Guong mat nhoe nhoet néc mat cang hoang loan hon, “Gig toi
khong nhé chinh xac nita. T6i gan nhw phat dién vi mau dinh khap nguoi.
Toi ¢ cao hai tay dé rira sach mau.” P6i mat c6 ta mé trieng trirng. “To6i von
da hau dau ma san bép lai qua tron. T6i ci¥ vap phdi nhitng cai xac, roi phai
dat ching lai ding vi tri, va thé la nguoi t6i lai cang dinh nhiéu mau hon.”
C0 ta tiép tuc mic nd, “Va t6i nghi tat ca la 16i & minh. Néu t6i khong ra doi
thi da khong cé tham kich nay. T6i ngéi dé6 mot lic lau vi choang vang qua
doi.”
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Roz hoang mang nhin mai dau dang cti gam cua Olive, “Tai sao cd khong
ké cho canh sat?”

Olive nguwéc doi mat xanh duwong ang ang nwdc lén nhin Roz, “T6i cling
dinh thé, nhung c6 ai chiu noéi chuyén véi téi dau. Tat ca déu nghi chinh t6i
da gdy an. Trong sudt thoi gian ho lam hién trudng, t6i chi mién man nghi
sao lai xdy ra nhitng chuyén nay co cht, t6i nghi vé Edward va toi, vé
Edward va b6 t6i, vé vu pha thai, vé Amber, vé dita con cta nd, va vé kha
nang sé bét diéu tiéng cho tat cd moi ngwdi néu nhan minh chinh la hung
tha.”

Roz c6 gilt giong binh tinh, “C6 nghi ai la tha pham?”

Olive 10 vé kho s@, “Sudt nhiéu nam lién t6i khong nghi gi dén chuyén
nay.” Co ta 6m ldy vai nhuw thé c6 bdo vé minh, “Va r6i t6i hiéu ra. Kiéu gi
ho cling sé quy t0i cho toi thoi, vi Robert la nguwdi duy nhat cttu dugc toi,
nhung ong ta lai chinh la ngwoi da gay ra moi chuyén.” Co ta bam moi,
“That nhe nhom khi chi can n6i diéu ma ai ndy déu mudén minh néi. Toi
khong muon vé nha, nhw chi thdy day, khi me thi da chét, Edward song ké
bén, va tit cad moi ngudi déu biét chuyén. Toi khong thé trd vé nha.”

“Lam sao c0 biét chinh b6 minh la hung thu?”

Olive bat ra tiéng rén dau dén, chang khac nao mét con tha bi thuong.
“Bdi Crew rat tan nhan vdi t6i.” Nhitng giot nitdc mat thong kho thi nhau
roi xudng go ma Olive. “Ong ta thi thoang c6 t&i nha va thudng vo vai toi
héi han, ‘D0 nay thé nao, Olive?’ Nhuwng khi ¢ don cénh sat, 6ng ta ip mat
vao cai khan tay dé khoi non ra va dirng tit phia bén kia can phong réi bao,
‘Dirng noi bat ci diéu gi vai toi hay vdi canh sat, néu khong thi t6i sé chang
thé gitp c6 dau.” Va t6i biét tr ldc do.”

Roz chau may, “Bang cach nao? T6i khong hiéu.”

“Bdi vi b6 1a nguwdi duy nhat biét t6i khong c6 mat & nha, nhung khong
néi mot 16i nao vdi ong Crew tride day, hay khai vdi canh sat sau nay. Bo
chinh 13 hung thtd, néu khéng 6ng ta di c6 citu toi 16i. Ong ta dé toi ngdi ti
vi 6ng ta hén nhat.” Olive khéc rong 1én “Va roi ong ta chét, dé lai toan bo
tai san cho dita con ciia Amber, trong khi hoan toan c6 thé dé lai mot 14 thw
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noéi rang t6i vo toi.” CO6 ta dap hai tay vao dau go6i, “Khi da chét roi thi
chuyén do6 héi con nghia ly gi nita chi?”

Roz lay diéu thuoc 1a khéi tay Olive va dat n6 xuong ban, “Tai sao c6
khong noi vGi canh sat rang c6 nghi chinh b6 minh méi la ké giét nguoi?
Trung si Hawksley c6 thé da lang nghe c6 néi. Anh dy da luén nghi ngo bo

A

cO.

Ngudi phu nit to béo nhin cham cham xu6ng ban, “T6i khong mudn noi
v6i chi dau.”

“Co phai noi vdi toi, Olive a.”

“Chi s€ cuoi toi mat.”

“No6i toi nghe xem.”

“V1 toi qua doi.”

Roz béi r6i lac dau, “T6i khéng hiéu.”

“Vién canh sat &y mang cho t6i mdt cai banh sandwich va néi t6i sé duoc
an toi t¥ té hon khi 1dy xong 10i khai.” Co ta lai nitc né khéc va rén 11, “T6i
khong an gi su6t ca ngay, va bay gio da doi ngdu. Sé nhanh hon néu t6i khai
nhitng gi ho muon to6i khai, va dwgc an t6i.” Co ta siét chat hai ban tay,
“Nguoi ta sé khong cuoi toi chu?”

Roz ban khoan tai sao co chwa tirng ngo rang chitng thém an vo do cuda
Olive c6 thé 1a mot yéu té quan trong trong 10i khai. Ba Hopwood da néi c6
ta bi kiém ché trong chuyén an udng, va khi bi doi, nhitng cang thang don
nén sé cang té thém. “Khong,” c6 khang dinh, “Sé chang ai cuwdi cd. Nhung
tai sao co lai khang khang nhan t6i tai phién toa? Lic do6 c6 co thé khang cao
co ma, sau khi da c6 du thoi gian dé suy nghi cho thdu ddo va vugt qua con
soc.”

Olive quét mat, “Qua muon r6i. T6i da thu toi. Toi chang c6 gi dé khang
cao nita, trt* khi chap nhan la minh khong dt nang lyc trach nhiém hinh sy,
nhung t0i sé khong dé cho Crew goi toi la diva than kinh dau. T6i ghét 6ng
ta.”

“Nhung néu co ké sy that vdi ai do thi biét dau ho da tin c6. Chang phai
c6 da ké vdi t6i va toi tin co hay sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Olive lac dau. “T6i chang ké gi vGi chi ca. Nhitng diéu chi biét déu la do
chi ty tim ra. Thé nén chi mdi tin.” Po6i mat co6 ta lai rung rung, “Lic méi
vao tu, toi tirng c6 ty minh oan. T6i ndi vdi cha x, nhung 6ng ta khong wa
toi, va nghi rang t6i noéi doi. T6i da thd nhan, chi thdy ddy, nhung chi tha
nhan minh c6 t6i thoi. Bac si tam 1y la nhitng ngwoi dang sg nhat. T6i nght
néu toi noi rang minh vo toi va khong té chit hoi 16i nao, ho sé cho rang t6i
mac bénh tam than va tdng t6i t6i Broadmoor.”

Roz thwong cam nhin mai dau dang cti xuoéng ctia nguwoi déi dién. Thuc
st Olive chwa bao gio c6 1ay mét co hoi. Va cubi cung 16i 1a & ai day? Peter
Crew? Robert Martin? Canh sat? Hay Gwen t0i nghiép, vi qua phu thudc
vao Olive ma nd déng khung cudc séng ctia con gai minh? Michael Jackson
da noi, “Co ta la kiéu nguwdi ma c6 chi nghi dén khi c6 viéc mudn giao phd
va cO biét chac ho sé nhan 106i.” Amber chwa bao gio la nguwdi sinh ra dé
chiéu long nguwdi khac, ma chinh 1a Olive, vi 1€ tat yéu, co ta da dan tr@
thanh mot nguwdi phu thudc. Va khi khong con ai néi cho c6 ta biét minh
phai lam gi nita, tuyén phong tht cudi cung ctia c6 ta lién bi cong pha.

“Vai ngay nita co sé chinh thitc duwgc nghe tin nay, nhwng t6i chét mat néu
thay co6 phai dogi. Peter Crew dang bi khéi t6, vi da bién tha tién ctia bd c6 va
Itra ddo kinh té. Ca toi am muu giét ngwoi nita.”

Mot lic lau sau, Olive mdéi ngang 1én. Roz dung toc gay khi thoang thay
tia nhin khac la anh 1én trong mat Olive, tia nhin xac nhan chién thang. Co
bong nhé téi 10i xo Bridget khi néi vé sy thdt cta c6, “Coé mdi la nguoi
duwoc chon, Roz a, chit khong phai t6i.” Con sv thdt cua Olive thi sao? Sy
that cua co ta la gi?

“T6i biét ca roi.” Olive cham rai rut mét cai ghim & mat tredc chiéc 4o tu
ra. “Truyén tin trong tu,” c6 ta giai thich, “Crew da thué anh em nha Hayes
dén dap pha nha hang cua trung si Hawksley. Chi cling & dé, hai ngwoi da bi
dap cho toi ta. To6i 1ay lam tiéc vi s co chi phai trai qua, con ngoai ra thi t6i
ching c6 cam xtc gi nita. T6i chwra bao gid wa dng Hayes. Ong ta ludn 10 t6i
di va chi noi chuyén vdi Amber.” Co ta cam cai ghim 1én mat ban. Mot chut
dat sét va sap kho van con dinh & dau ghim.
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Roz nhwéng may nhin cai ghim, “Th d6 chang duoc tich s gi dau, Olive
a.”

“Chi nd6i khi tin twéng vao viéc gi thi n6 sé trd thanh hién thyc ma.”

Roz nhtin vai, “T6i néi dua ddy.”

“Bdch khoa toan thu Britannica* thi khong noi dua dau.” Olive ngan nga
nhw dang hat, “Trang 96, chwong 25, tiéu dé Huyeén bi hoc.” C6 ta hao hitng
vO tay nhw mot dita tré dang phan khich va 1én giong doc, ‘““Phép thuat va
btia cht c6 tac dung tai Salem vi tit cd nhitng nguwdi co6 lién quan déu tin
twong vao sitc manh cta né.”” Nhan thdy Roz cau mdt vé canh giac, Olive
doi lai giong binh tinh. “Toan chuyén nham nhi 4y ma. Liéu Crew c6 bi két
an khong?”

“T6i khong biét. Ong ta khai rdng véi tw cach ludt sw ¢ van, ong ta da
duwgc bd o trao toan quyén dau tw so6 tién thtra ké trong lic tim kiém chau
trai c6. ” Roz nhéch mép cwoi, “Va van deé rac r6i ¢ day la néu thi truong bat
dong san khai sac thi sy dau tu ctia 6ng ta sé la mot quyét dinh khén ngoan.”
Trong tat ca nhitng 101 cdo budc, c6 vé am muu lira ddo nham vao Hawksley
va Xoong Chan Tritng la nhiéu hi vong nhat, don gian vi anh trai cta
Stewart Hayes non gan hon em minh, va da chiu dau hang trw6c nhitng chat
van cda canh sat, “Crew phu nhan tat ca, nhung canh sat té ra kha lac quan
trong viéc budc t0i ong ta cung hai anh em nha Hayes. T6i sé lam moi cach
dé ép dng ta phai nhan tdi lo 1a chitc trach trong vu &n cta cd. Ong ta ciing 1a
mot nguwoi ma co da tirng co gang ndi sy that, dung khong?”

“Khdng,” Olive dap vdi vé héi tiéc, “Chéng ich gi. Ong ta 1a luat su c6
van cta Robert trong nhiéu nidm lién. Ong ta khong bao gi® tin rdng bé toi
da lam viéc do.”

Roz bat dau chap ghép nhitng manh théng tin ma c6 da biét. “Bo co
khong giét me va em gai cd, Olive a. Ong 4y twéng chinh c6 1a hung thu.
Gwen va Amber van con song khi 6ng dy di lam vao sang hom sau. Theo
nhw 6ng ay biét, thi 16i khai ctia c6 la hoan toan ding sy that.”

“Nhung ong ta biét t6i khong hé ¢ nha.”
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Roz lac dau, “T6i khéng thé chitng minh duwgc, nhung t6i cho rang 6ng ay
tham chi con khong nhén ra c6 da bé di. Ong 4y ngti & dwi nha ma, nhé
khong, va c6 thi lang lang bo di vi khong muon ai biét. Néu c6 dong y gap
b6 minh du chi mét Ian, thi c6 da nhan ra.” Co ding 1én, “Qua that la sy da
roi, nhung 1€ ra co6 khong nén tritng phat ong gia theo cach dé, Olive a.
Robert ciing v6 toi nhw ¢6 thdi. Ong ay yéu thuong cd, nhung lai khdng giéi
thé hién tinh cdm. T6i ngo rang 16i lam duy nhét cua 6ng la khong may dé y
dén quan 4o phu nit.”

Olive lac dau, “T6i khong hiéu.”

“Ong &y néi v6i canh sat rdng me c6 mic chiéc vay lién than bang vai
nylon.”

“Tai sao lai no6i thé?”

Roz thd dai, “T6i cho rang 6ng ay khong mudn thira nhan sy that la chwa
bao gi®d dé y dén vg minh. Robert khong phai ngudi xau, Olive a. Ong ay
cling dau diéu khién duwgc xu huwéng tinh duc ctia minh, cling giong nhuw t6i
hay 6 vay thoi. Tat ca tham kich nay xdy ra, chang qua vi khong ai trong so
mady nguoi thang than n6i chuyén véi nhau.” C6 nhat cai ghim cam trén mat
ban Ién va chui sach phan dau, “Va t6i tin bd c6 chuwa bao gio do 16i cho ¢o
veé nhitng gi da xay ra, dau chi trong khoanh khic. Ong &y ty ddn vit minh.
D6 1a 1y do tai sao dng ay van tiép tuc séng trong ngdi nha d6. Ong 4y mudn
chuoc t6i.”

Mot giot nuwdc mat chdy dai xudng ma Olive, “Ong dy ludn néi thu ching
bu chi.” C6 ta gio tay ra dé lay cai ghim, “Néu t6i yéu ong dy it hon, han t6i
da khong han ong ay nhiéu nhw thé. C6 phai gio day da qua mudn ré6i
khong?”
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20

Hawksley dang ngu gat trong chiéc xe dau phia ngoai, hai tay khoanh lai va
kéo sup chiéc mii lwdi trai ci mém qua mat cho b6t choéi. Anh ngang dau 1én
va ué odi quan sat Roz qua vanh mii khi c6 m@ ctta xe ¢ ghé 1ai, “Sao r6i?”

Roz quang cai cap tap ra ghé sau va trugt ngwoi vao ghé 1ai. “Co ta da dap
tan gia thuyét ctia em.” C6 khdi dong xe va lai ra khéi cho do.

Hawksley suy tu nhin cd, “Gio chung ta di dau day?”

“Pén cho Edward mot tran. Ong ta khong hé phai chiu hinh phat ma 6ng
ta dang phai nhan.”

“Lam thé liéu c6 khon ngoan khéng? Anh twdng ong ta bi tdm than?”
Hawksley lai kéo sup cai mii lwdi trai xuoéng va dinh ngu tiép, “Nhung du
sao thi anh tin twédng em biét rd minh dang lam gi.” Niém tin anh dat vao
Roz la khong thé lay chuyén. C6 con gan da hon phan 16n nhitng ngwoi dan
ong ma anh biét.

“Em biét chit.” Roz cho cudn bang da chuan bi tir trieéc vao 6 bang va tua
lai, “Nhung anh thi khong, trung si a, nén hdy dong tai 1én ma nghe cho ki
nay. Em dang nghi c6 1& chinh anh méi la ngwdi em nén cho mot tran day.
Hay chap nhéan di, vi day la toan bo su that, tham chi bay gio van thé: C6 gai
khon kho da qua déi, va anh hita sé cho c6 ta bira t6i ti¥ té€ hon khi 1dy xong
10i khai. Chang la gi khi c6 ta thi nhan nhanh dén thé. Néu c6 ta n6i vGi anh
rang c6 ta khong phai hung tha, anh sé bat c6 ta chd doi va khéng dugc an
ngay.” C6 van am lwgng 1én mitc to nhat.

Phai mat vai h6i chuéng Edward Clarke m@i ra m@ ctta, va ndi dién xua dudi
ho. “Céc ngudi khong c6 viéc gi ¢ day hét,” ong ta hét 1én vdi Roz. “Toi sé
goi canh sat néu cac ngudi cit quay roi ching t6i.”
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Hawksley budc 1én tredc dé 6ng ta nhin ré6 va mim cwdi hoa nha, “Toi la
trung si Hawksley, dén tiv S& Canh sat Dawlington, thwa 6ng Clarke. To6i
phu trach vu an ctia Olive Martin. T6i chac chan 6ng van nhd t6i.”

Nguoi dan ong gia chan nan khi nhan ra anh, “Toi nghi chung ta da giai
quyét xong vu ay roi co ma.”

“T6i e la chwa. Chung toi c6 thé vao nha chit?”

Edward Clarke thoang do dv va Roz ban khoan liéu 6ng ta cé bat
Hawksley trinh dién thé nganh khong. Nhung ro rang la khong. Sy ton trong
chinh quyén ctia nguwdi Anh da an sdu vao mau 6ng ta. Clarke thao sgi day
xich va m& ctta cho ho, doi vai thong xudng véi vé moi mét va dau hang.
“T6i biét cudi cung thi Olive sé ké ra thoi. Néu khong co dy da chang phai
con ngwdi nita.” Ong ta ra hiéu cho ho vao phong khach, “Nhung thuc s,
toi khong biét gi vé vu giét ngudi ca. Néu toi biét co dy la nguwoi nhu thé, hai
ngwoi nghi liéu t6i c6 dam qua lai vdi c6 dy khong?”

Roz lai chon chiéc ghé c6 ng6i lan tredc, kin ddo bat may ghi am trong tui
xach. Hawksley buéc t6i cho ctra s6 va nhin ra ngoai. Ba Clarke dang ngo6i
ngoai hién nho phia sau nha, gwong mat vo cam hwong 1én mat troi.

“Ong va Olive con trén ca mifc ban bé,” Hawksley quay mit lai. Loi anh
néi khong hé c6 y thu dich.

“Chung t6i khong lam hai ai cd,” 6ng Clarke v6 thitc nhac lai 16i Olive.
Roz ty héi khong biét 6ng ta bao nhiéu tudi. Khodng bady muoi chwa? Trong
ong ta con gia hon, c6 1é tan ta di nhiéu vi phai cham séc ba vg. Chinh bd
toc gia xau xi co vé lén 16p bong kinh bén ngoai birc anh da gitp cd phat
hién ra 6ng ta. Ping 1a toc tai khién dan 6ng trong tré hon. Ong ta kep chit
hai tay vao gitta dau go6i nhu thé chang biét lam gi v&i ching, “Hay toi nén
néi rang ching t6i khong cd tinh gdy ton hai dén ai. Hanh dong cua Olive
khién t6i vo cung kho hiéu.”

“Nhung 6ng khong cadm thdy cé trach nhiém trong tham kich dé sao?”

Clarke doi mat xuéng tham, chang ddm ngang nhin ai trong hai ngudi ho,
“Toi cho rang ltic nao c6 ay ciling bat 6n tinh than.”

“Tai sao?”
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“Em gai c0 ay cling thé. T6i cho rang day la di truyén.”

“Vay la trede khi xdy ra an mang co ta da cw x@ ki la r6i sao?”

“Khong,” 6ng ta thira nhan, “Nhuw t6i néi day, néu biét co dy la loai ngudi
nhuw thé, t6i da khong tiép tuc... quan hé.”

Hawksley doi chién thuat, “Chinh xac thi moi quan hé giita 6ng va bo cia
Olive la gi?”

Hai dau goi Clarke kep chat hai tay hon, “Kha than thiét.”

“Pén mifc nao?”

Ong ta thd dai, “Gi& con quan trong nita khéng? Chuyén qué lau roi va
Robert thi da mat.” B6i mat ong ta bat giac nhin vé phia ctra so.

“Co6 quan trong day,” Hawksley cOc can dap.

“Chung t6i da rat than thiét.”

“Hai nguoi co quan hé tinh duc khong?”

“Trong mot thoi gian ngan.” Hai tay 6ng ta giat ra khoi dau goi va tp lén
madt, “Gi0 ké ra nghe that bénh hoan, nhung bdy gio thi khong. Cac nguoi
phai hiéu t6i dd c6 don nhw thé nao. Chiia chitng giam, d6 khong phai 16i
ctia vg toi, nhung chuyén chan go6i cta hai vg chéng chwa bao gid suon sé.
Chung t6i két hén mudn, khong con céi, va sitc khde tam than ctia ba ay thi
khong 6n dinh. T6i trd thanh y ta chiu trach nhiém coi séc ba dy tan nam
nam tredc khi ching t6i cwdi nhau, va bi cam tu trong chinh ng6i nha cta
minh v&i mot ngwdi ma tham chi t6i hiém khi giao tiép binh thuwong dwgce.”
Ong ta kho s& nudt khan, “Tinh ban v&i Robert 1a tat ca nhitng gi toi c6, va
rd rang, hai ngwoi cling biét roi ddy, 6ng ay la ngudi dong tinh. Cling giong
nhuw t6i, cudc hon nhan cua 6ng dy cling cé khac gi tu nguc dau, chi c6 diéu
ly do khong gidng nhau.” Ong ta bop bép séng mili bing ngén tré va ngén
cai, “Ban chat tinh duc trong mo6i quan hé nay chang qua chi don gian bat
nguon tr sy phu thudc lan nhau. N6 vo cing quan trong doi vGi Robert, con
toi thi chang thdy lwu tdm, du t6i phai thira nhan rang da c6 ldc, mot thoi
gian khodng ba dén bon thang gi do6, t6i da thuc sy tin rang minh la nguoi
dong tinh.”

“Roi ong yéu Olive?”
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“Phai. C6 dy giong bo, cling rat thong minh, tinh té, kha quyén rii nhitng
khi c6 &y muon, va biét cam thong hon nguwoi. Co dy rat it khi yéu cau nay
no, khong gidng vo t6i.” Ong ta thé dai, “Ké cling kha la lung néu xét dén
nhitng viéc xdy ra sau nay, chit co ban c6 ay la mot nguwdi dé chiu.”

“Olive c6 biét gi vé moi quan hé gitta 6ng va bo minh khong?”

“Chac chan to6i khong dé 16 gi roi. Olive ngdy tho vé rat nhiéu chuyén.”

“Robert khong biét gi vé quan hé ctia 6ng va Olive?”

“Khong.”

“Pung la dua vai lva nhi?”

“T6i khong cd y, trung si a. Chuyén cit thanh ra nhw thé. Tat ca nhitng gi
t6i 6 thé bién hd cho minh 14 t5i da c6 géng...” Ong ta ngitng lai dé tim tir
ngit thich hgp, “T6i da cat dit vGi Robert ngay gidy phtt t6i nhan ra tinh
cam cta minh danh cho Olive. Nhwng chiing t6i van lam ban. Néu tuyét giao
han thi sé qua tan nhan.”

“Chét tiét.” Hawksley cd y hét 1én gian dit, “Ong khong mudn bj phat
hién. T6i doan la 6ng da dan diu vd&i ca hai cung ltc va vui thich tan hudng
tirng gidy tirng phut. Va ong that tro trdo khi n6i minh chang cam thay t6i 16i
gl.”

“Tai sao t6i phai cam thdy c6 16i co chi¥?” Clarke dot ngot 1ay lai tinh
than, “Ca hai ngudi chwa bao gio nhac dén tén t6i. Liéu ho cé gitt im lang
nhuwr thé khong néu t6i da vo tinh day moi chuyén dén cho tham kich?”

Roz mim cuoi khinh khinh, “Ong khong bao gi® thic mic tai sao Robert
Martin ngtrng n6i chuyén vdi 6ng ké tir sau vu giét nguwoi u?”

“T6i cho rang ong ay da qua dau buon.”

“T6i nghi nguoi ta sé cam thdy nhiéu hon la noi dau buén don thuan khi
phat hién ra tinh nhan lai dan diu v6i con gai minh,” c6 mia mai. “Tat nhién
chinh 6ng la nguwoi da gay ra tham kich dé, ong Clarke a, va 6ng biét ro ma.
Nhung vi Chua, 6ng chéng chiu hé ring nira 16i. Ong tha ditng nhin gia dinh
Martin ty htly hoai nhau con hon 1a dé lién luy dén ban than.”

“Co khong thay nhitng diéu minh noi qua vo 1y hay sao? Ho hoan toan c6
quyén khai ra t6i. Nhung ho khong lam thé. Ma ké ca co6 khai ra tén toi
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chang nita thi phéng c6 ich gi? Gwen va Amber ciling chang thé song lai.
Olive van sé di ti.” Ong ta quay sang Hawksley, “Téi thuc sy héi han vi da
can thiép vao gia dinh d6, nhung khéng thé budc t0i toi da day ho dén bi
kich. Nhitng viéc toi lam hoan toan khong c6 gi pham phap.”

Hawksley lai nhin ra ngoai ctta s6, “Hay noi cho chiing toi biét tai sao ong
ba lai chuyén nha. D6 la quyét dinh ctia 6ng hay ctia ba ay?”

Ong ta lai kep tay vao giita hai dau géi, “D6 1a quyét dinh chung. Dan dan
ca hai ching t6i khong thé chiu dung noi cudc song & Dawlington nita. Cho
nao chung t6i cting thay ma hién vé. Thay doi moi treong song la gidi phap
duy nhat hop 1y.”

“Tai sao 6ng lai muon gitt kin dia chi mgi?”

Clarke nguwdc d6i mat ma mi 1én, “Dé tranh qua khit lam phién dén chiing
t6i. Toi dd séng trong 4m anh so hai.” Ong ta nhin Roz, “Thuc sy nhe nhdm
khi cudi ciing moi chuyén ciing dwgc cong khai, du c6 thé co sé thay kho
tin.”

Roz khé nhéch moi, “Canh sat c6 1dy 16i khai ctia vg 6ng vao ngay xdy ra
an mang, va ba ay khai nhan da nhin thdy Gwen va Amber trén thém nha
vao budi sang ngay sau khi 6ng va Robert di lam. Nhuwng hom truée téi dén
day, ba ay lai thita nhan rang hom d6 minh néi doi.”

“T6i chi c6 thé lap lai nhitng 10i t6i da néi vaGi co,” Clarke tra 10i yéu 6t.
“Ba ay lu lan r6i. Nhitng 1oi ba ay néi chang c6 chit kha tin nao. Tham chi
hau hét thoi gian ba dy con chang nhé n6i hém nay la thit may nita kia.”

“Vay sau nam trwdc ba dy cé ndi su that khong?”

Ong ta gat dau, “Vé chuyén ba dy di nhin thdy ho con séng khi tdi di 1am
thi ding la sy that. T6i cling thdy Amber dang ditng & ctra s6 nhin ra. Amber
né nguwoi sau tdm rém khi téi vay tay. T6i van nhé bay gio toi nghi co ta that
khac thuong.” Ong ta ngitng lai mot lic rdi noi tiép, “Con vé chuyén
Dorothy nhin thay Robert di lam thi t6i khong ro. Ba dy néi la nhin thay va
toi da luon tin rang Robert c6 bang chitng ngoai pham rat hoan héao.”

“Vo ong da bao gid nhac dén chuyén nhin thdy hai cai xac chwa, ong
Clarke?” Hawksley dot nhién hoi.
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“Vi Chta, khong, chura bao gi®.” Ong ta c¢6 vé bi séc thuc su.

“T6i chi ban khoan khong hiéu vi sao ba ay nhin thdy ma. Ba ay khong
than thiét véi Amber va Gwen lam, dang khéng? To6i nghi 6ng phai la nguoi
nhin thdy ma mdi ding chi?, vi ong da & sudt bén nha dy ma.”

“Ai song & ph6 do cling nhin thdy ma,” Clarke chan nan dap. “Chung t6i
déu biét Olive da lam gi v6i nhitng ngwoi phu ni bat hanh d6. Chi ké dan
m&i khong thay ma.”

“Ong c6 nhé vo minh di mic quan 4o gi vao budi sang hém xay ra an
mang khong?”

Clarke cham cham nhin Hawksley, ngac nhién khi thay anh thay déi cha
dé dot ngot nhw thé.

“Tai sao anh lai hoi vay?”

“Chung t6i nhan dugc bao cdo rang, c6 nhan chitng da nhin thdy mot phu
nit di ngang qua ga ra nha Martin.” Anh ct thé tuén ra nhitng 10i néi doi,
“Theo nhw mo6 ta thi d6 khong thé la Olive, vi véc ngudi nhé con hon,
nhung nguwdi d6 mac mot bd vest den rat chin chu. Ching t6i muén lan theo
ddu vét nguoi nay. Liéu c6 khi nao la vg 6ng khong?”

Ong ta nhe nhdm thdy rd, “Khong. Dorothy khong bao gid mic vest den.”

“Liéu ba dy c6 mac quan 4o mau den vao sang hom dé khong?”

“Khong. Ba &y mac mot chiéc vay lién than vai hoa.”

“Ong c6 vé rat chic chin.”

“Dorothy luén mac b dy, sang nao ciing vay, dé lam viéc nha ma. Ba ay
c6 théi quen thay dé sau khi don dep xong. Triv Chu nhat. Ba ay khong don
dep nha ctra vao Chu nhat.”

Hawksley gat dau, “Sang nao cling mac cung mét bo d6? N6 ban thi phai
lam sao?”

Clarke chau may ban khoan trude cau hoi, “Dorothy c6 mot bo nita, mau
lam nhat. Nhwng hom d6 ba dy da mac bo vay hoa.”

“Ngay hom sau thi mdc bo nao?”

Clarke lo lang liém moi, “T6i khong nhd.”
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“B0 mau lam nhat, ding ch&? Va t6i doan tir ay ba nha c* mac mai bo
lam cho dén khi tw mua hodc duwgc 6ng mua cho mét bo khac, dang chi?”

“Toi khong nhd nita.”

Hawksley mim cuwoi kho chiu, “Vo ong con gitt bo vay hoa khong, 6ng
Clarke?”

“Khong,” ong ta thi tham. “Ciing lau 1am r6i ba 4y khéng don dep nha ctra
nira.”

“Tai sao?”

“T6i khong nhd. Chuing to6i da virt di rat nhiéu thit khi chuyén nha.”

“Ong dau c6 thoi gian 1am nhw vay?” Roz héi, “Ong Hayes da ké ring,
mot budi sang no, 6ng ct thé chuyén di, va ba ngay sau mot cong ty chuyén
nha tron géi dén déng do dac cho hai nguwoi.”

“Co lé toi da phan loai lai d6 dac khi ching duwgc chuyén dén day.” Clarke
mat kiém soat, “Pa qua lau r6i, lam sao t6i nhd ndi tirng chi tiét chi.”

Hawksley nghién rang. Anh khé néi, giong déu déu, “Ong c6 biét vo minh
da khai rang mot vai mau quan do chdy nham nhé duwgc tim thay trong 10 dot
rac ¢ veon nha Martin chinh 1a quan 40 Gwen da mac vao hém bi giét
khong?”

Guong mat Clarke xam xit chang con chuit sitc song, “Khong, t6i khong
biét.” Loi ong ta gio chi con la nhitng tiéng théu thao gan nhu khong nghe
noi.

“Va nhitng mau quan do d6 da dwoc chup anh va Iwu lai can than, san
sang duwgc mang ra lam bang chitng trong twong lai néu c6 bat cit nghi van
nao lién quan dén cha nhan thyc sy cia bo quan do. Va t6i chac chan, 6ng
Hayes c6 thé sé noi cho ching t6i biét b trang phuc dy la cia vg 6ng hay
cua Gwen.”

Clarke gio hai tay 1én dau hang vGi vé bat lyc, “Ba dy bao da vt ching di
roi,” 6ng ta co cai. “Vi 16 tay la chay buc mat triede. Toi da tin vi ba dy van
thuong lam hong moi thit nhw thé.”

Nhu khong nghe thay 16i 6ng ta, Hawksley ti€p tuc bang giong vo cam,

“T6i da hi vong chiing toi sé tim dwgc cach dé chitng minh 6ng cho biét sy

https://thuviensach.vn



that rang chinh vo 6ng da giét Gwen va Amber. T6i rat mudn ching kién
canh ong dirng tredc vanh mong ngwa va bi budc toi vi da day mot co gai
ngdy tho vo toi vao tu, nhat la khi d6 chinh la c6 gai 6ng da lgi dung mot
cach dang ho then.”

Tat nhién ho khong thé chitng minh dwgc, nhung Hawksley vo cung thoa
man khi thay no6i s¢ hai vo nhau khuoén mat Clarke.

“Lam sao t6i biét dwgc moi chuyén lai thanh ra nhw thé? T6i cling thac
mac ddy chwr,” ong ta lén giong, “Nhuwng Olive da nhan t6i.” D6i mat 6ng ta
nhin Roz nhu van lon, “Tai sao Olive lai nhan tgi?”

“V1i qua soc, vi v6 cung sg hai khéng biét phai lam gi, vi me da chét, va vi
16n 1én cung nhitng bi mat phai gi kin. Olive da nghi Robert sé cttu c6 ay,
nhung 6ng ta khong hé 1am thé, vi dng ta nghi chinh c6 1a hung thi. Ong da
c6 thé citu Olive, nhung 6ng cling khéng lam thé, vi 6ng sg miéng luGi
ngwoi doi. Nguwoi phu nit & Wells-Fargo da c6 thé citu Olive, nhung ba ta
khong lam thé, vi khéng mudn dinh dang. Luat sw cd van cua Olive da co
thé cttu cO ay néu ong ta la nguwdi tir té€ hon.” Roz nhin xody vao Hawksley,
“Va canh sat da cé thé citu Olive néu ho nghi ngd, du chi mét lan, vé tinh
xac thye cta nhitng bang chitng lién quan dén 16i ty tha kia. Nhung do la
chuyén cua sdu nam trudc, sdu nam trwdc roi.” C6 cham dau ngon tré vao
ngon cai thanh hinh vong khuyén, “T6i khong do6 16i cho ho, vi chinh 6ng
m6i 1 ké c6 tdi. Trong tdt cd moi chuyén. Ong choi trd dong tinh béi qua
budn chéan véi ba vo. Ong dan diu v6i con gai ctia gd nhan tinh dé ching
minh 6ng khéng phdi loai nguwdi déi truy nhu 6ng ta.” C6 khinh bi nhin
Clarke, “Va do sé la mo ta t6i danh cho 6ng trong cudn sach gitp Olive
dwoc ty do. Toi khinh bi ong.”

“C0 sé hay hoai cudc doi toi mat.”

“Pung thé.”

“Olive muodn thé a? Huy hoai t6i ay?”

“T6i khong biét Olive mudn gi. T6i chi biét diéu t6i muon thoi, dé la tra
lai sy trong sach cho c6 dy. Néu cai gia phai trd la cudc doi 6ng bi hiy hoai,
thi cling chang sao.”
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Clarke ngo6i im mot ch6c, may ngon tay run rdy miét doc nhitng nép nhan
trén quan. Tiép theo, nhw thé dot ngot di dén két luan, 6ng ta nhin Roz, “Toi
da dinh lén tiéng néu Olive khong néi gi. Nhung co dy da tha t6i, va cling
nhuw tat ca moi nguwoi, téi nghi rang do la sy that. Co6 1€ c6 khong muon Olive
¢ tu thém nita phai khéng? Viéc c6 ay dugc tha tw do trdc ngay xuat ban
cudn sach sé gitip n6 dat dwgc doanh s6 dang ké, khong phai sao?”

“C6 1& thé. Ong c6 de xuat gi a?”

Ong ta nheo mit lai, “Néu bay gid toi dwa cho c6 béng chitng gitp co dy
mau chong dugce tha, co sé hiva khong tiét 16 tén va dia chi cta t6i trong
cuon sach nhé? Co6 c6 thé nhac dén toi dudi cai tén ong Lewis nhw cach
Olive van goi. C6 c6 dong y khong?”

Roz mim cwoi yéu 6t. Lao gia nay tdm lgm dén kho tin. Tat nhién, ong ta
chang c6 tw cach gi dé ra diéu kién vGi cd ca, nhung xem chirng 6ng ta
khong nhan ra diéu dé. Va canh sit dang nao ciing sé cong bd tén 6ng ta,
nhung tat nhién chi véi tw cach chong cua ba Clarke, “T6i dong y. Mién la
gitap Olive dugc tha.”

Clarke ding 1én, 16i trong thi ra vai chiéc chia khéa, roi buéc t6i trudc
mot chiéc hop m§ nghé Trung Quéc trén ti bip phé. Ong ta mé khéa, nang
nap hop lén, 14y ra thit gi d6 dwgc cudn trong gidy lua va dwa cho Hawksley,
“T6i da tim thay thi nay khi ching t6i chuyén nha. Dorothy gidu n6 duéi
day mot ngan kéo. T6i thé 1a khong biét ba ay cé n6 bang cach nao, nhung
toi e rang Amber da dung thit nay dé nhiéc méc ba ay. Pa nhiéu lan Dorothy
nhac dén Amber.” Nguwoi dan 6ng rii sach trach nhiém nhw Pontius Pilate rira
tay dé chitng t6 minh khong dinh dang gi dén viéc giét Chuia, “Ba dy goi
Amber la quy cai.”

Hawksley thao 16p gidy lua ra va nhin mén do6 boc bén trong. Mdt chiéc
vong tay bang bac véi mat day nhé xiu cung tdm thé c6 dong chir
E.L.N.N.L.T.D.C.A gan nhw khong thé doc noi vi da bi ai d6 nhan tam mai
tray di.
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Gan dén Giang sinh, can can cong ly da da nghiéng vé phia Olive, cho phép
O ta thoat canh tu toi. Tat nhién moi ngwdi, hodc it ra, nhitng ké goi co ta la
Ké ndn sap, van sé nghi ngo cho dén tan ngay c6 ta chét. Sdu nam tréi qua,
chang con may bang chitng cting c6 cau chuyén ctia c6 ta. Mot chiéc vong
tay dugc tim thdy & cho dang ra né khong nén xuat hién. Vai manh ao hoa
chdy d& cia mot phu nit 1an than dugce 6ng chong bac nhwoce nhan dang. Va
cudi cung, la nhan dinh mai vé nhitng bang chitng hinh anh, khi phan mém
nang cdp ho trg tir may tinh da c6 thé phong to mot ddu giay nhé nhan va
thanh thoat hon in lai trén 16p mau bén duwéi dau giay cao su cuc mich cta
Olive.

Khong ai biét chinh xac nhitng gi xdy ra vao ngay hom 4y, vi sy that bi khéa
trai hoan toan bén trong mot bo ndo da ngirng minh man. Edward Clarke
chang lam sang t6 diéu gi trong 16i khai ctia vg 6ng ta, vi khong mudn hodc
khong thé. Ong ta giit thdi do6 bang quan véi toan bd sy viéc, va ndi ring
chinh 161 thu t6i ctia Olive d3 dap tan moi ban khoan cta ong ta khi d6. Ong
ta d6 16i cho Olive va canh sat vi toan hanh dong sai lam. Gia thuyét kha thi
nhat, va cling dugc nhiéu ngwoi chap nhan hon cda, 1a Amber da dgi cho dén
khi Edward va Robert di lam r6i moi ba Clarke sang nha dé ché giéu, choc
gheo ba ta vé chuyén cai vong tay va vu pha thai. Nhitng gi xdy ra sau do
van chi la don doan, nhung chi it, Roz van tin rang ba Clarke da ra tay sat
hai hai nguwdi kia mot cach da man khi dau 6c con tinh tdo. Cai cach ba ta
deo gang tay vao dé chat xac hai nguwoi va can than budc xung quanh viing
mau, tranh dé lai qua nhiéu dau vét, chac chan phai la hanh vi c6 tinh toan.
Nhung hanh dong thong minh nhat lai la viéc dot bé bo vay hoa day mau
cta ba ta lan trong dam quan 4o cia Gwen va Amber, cung véi viéc gia vo
nhan ra nhitng manh vun chwa chay hét la ctia bd quan 4o Gwen mac sang
hém 4y. Tham chi Roz con ngd rang, tat cd moi mwu tinh 1a nham dé t6i cho
Olive. Gio thi khong c6 cach nao biét chac dugc tai sao ba ta c6 thé khién
Olive nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 nha bép va thdy minh & d6. Nhuwng Roz van lu6n
c6 cam giac rang, néu ba ta khong lam thé, han Olive da du tinh tri dé goi
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dién cho canh sat ngay triéc khi dién cuéng chay quanh bép va lam héng
nhitng dau vét c6 thé bao chita cho minh.

Doi canh sat xtr ly vu viéc nam ay khong phai chiu hinh thitc x 1y ki luat
nao. Canh sat treong gti di mot thdng cado bao chi, chu yéu tap trung vao
nhitng cai cach cta ho trong thu tuc diéu tra, dac biét la khia canh thu thap
bang chitng cho viéc khai nhan t6i pham. Nhung 6ng ta cling nhdn manh
rang, trong vu Olive, canh sat da tién hanh tit ca cac buéc c6 thé dé dam bao
quyeén 1gi cho bi cdo. Xét tinh hinh bay gig, viéc tin vao 10i thu tdi cua c6
géi 12 hoan toan hop ly. Ong ta ciing nhan co hodi nay khan thiét nhic nha
toan thé cong dan rang, du thé nao cting khong dwoc lam héng hién truong
vu an.

Su lién ddi ctia Peter Crew trong vu an nay, dién hinh la hanh vi lam dung
tdi san ctia Robert Martin, dugc duw luan dic biét quan tam. Ong ta bi céo
budc nhiéu tdi danh, nang nhat la ¢6 y thao ting dé Olive nhan toi nham tiép
can tai san ctia 6ng bo, con nhe nhat la t6i 4p birc mot phu nit tré bi roi loan
cam xuc trong khi c6 trach nhiém phai bao vé 1gi ich ctia ¢6 ta. Ong ta quyét
liét pht nhan ca hai cdo budc trén, va bién luan rang minh khong thé nao
tién doan trwdc viéc Robert Martin sé dau tu chitng khoan thanh c6ng hay sé
chét sém nhu thé; dong thdi tuyén bd chinh bdi 16i khai cia Olive qua khép
v6i nhitng bang chitng phap ly, nén ciing giong nhw canh sat, 6ng ta da chap
nhan do la sy that khi khong hé nghe thay mot 16i phan doéi nao tir than cha
ctia minh. Ong ta da khuyén Olive giit im ling nén c6 thé s& khong phai chiu
trach nhiém vé 10i thu t6i caa c6 ta. Trong khi d6, Crew van dugc tai ngoai
nho sb tién bao lanh ma néu do6i lai 1a than cht ctia 6ng ta thi han da phai &
tu ti lau, ro6i ty tin tuyén bé minh hoan toan trong sach.

Nghe vay, Roz da gian dir t6i mitc gai bay ong ta trén pho véi mot phong
vién bao dia phuwong di cung. “Ching ta c6 thé tranh ludn vé trach nhiém
dén lic nao ciing duogc, ong Crew a, nhung hady giai thich diéu nay cho t6i.
Néu 10i khai ctia Olive thyc sy nhat quan vdi cac bang chitng phap ly theo
nhw 6ng noi, thi tai sao co6 ay lai khai rang khong hé cé hoi nwéc lam mo
tam guwong khi ma Gwen va Amber van con song?” Co chdp lay canh tay
Crew khi 6ng ta chuan bi bo di, “Tai sao c6 ay khong nhac dén chuyén cai
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riu qua cun dé chat dau Amber? Tai sao c6 ay khong n6i minh da chat vai
lan r6i m@i phdi dung téi con dao lang thit? Tai sao co6 dy khong mo ta lai vu
x0 xat v6i me minh va khong hé nhac dén nhitng nhat dam trén c6 hong ba
ta tredc khi cat lia dau khéi c6? Tai sao c6 ay khong nhac gi dén viéc da dot
quan ao? Thuc té, 6ng hdy thit trich dan mot cau trong 16i khai ctia Olive
khép hoan toan vdi bang chitng phéap ly xem nao?”

Crew cau ban giat phang tay co ra, “Olive néi c6 ta da dung cai riu va con
dao lang thit.”

“Ca hai déu khong in dau van tay cua Olive. Nhitng bang chitng phap y
khong hé phu hgp véi 10i khai caa co dy.”

“Khap ngudi co ta dinh day mau.”

“Pung la dinh khap nguoi, 6ng Crew a. Nhung trong 16i khai ctia ¢6 ay c6
cho nao nhac tdi viéc lan 16n trong viing mau khong?”

Crew c6 budc di nhung phong vién da chan phia trwéc. “Dau chan,” ong
ta danh noi, “Luc d6 chi tim thay duy nhat ddu chan cta c6 ta.”

“Phai. Va chi v&i mot chiat bang chitng con con, 6ng da di dén nhan dinh
Olive bi tam than va chuan bi bao chita theo chiéu hwéng khong da nang lwc
hanh vi. Tai sao 6ng khong bao gio chi dan cho Graham Deedes citu lay
Olive nhd sgi day an toan ma Robert Martin da c6 gang ném cho con gai
minh? Tai sao 6ng khong thac mac khi c6 dy tuyén bé minh hoan toan phu
hop dé tha toi? Chét tiét that, tai sao 6ng khong thé doi xtr vdi cé ay nhu véi
mot con nguwoi, ha ong Crew?”

Luat su chan nan nhin co6, “Bai vi, co Leigh a, co ta ding la mot con quai
vat. Tham chi té hon, con la mot con quai vat thong minh. C6 khong thay lo
lang khi ngwdi phu nit khon khé ma c6 vira sap xép dé thé cho Olive lai la
ngwoi duy nhat khong da nang lyc tri 6c dé khang an hay sao? Va cd khong
thay lo lang khi Olive doi dén khi bo co ta chét méi chiu noéi ra sy that? Tin
toi di, Robert méi chinh la nguwdi ¢6 ta mudn do tdi, vi nhw vay rat dé dang.
Ong ta da chét. Nhung c6 lai 16i ba Clarke vao.” Crew tritng mét nhin c6,
“Nhitng bang chitng ma c6 vira phat hién ra da lam day 1én nghi ngd, nhung
chi thé ma thoi. Hinh dnh dwgc may tinh phan gidi cling c6 nhiéu cach giai
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thich nhw ban chét cia chitng thai nhan cach.” Ong ta lic dau, “Tat nhién,
Olive sé dugc tha. Vai nam trg lai day, luat phap da tr@ nén vo cung long
1éo. Nhung toi la nguwdi c6 mat khi co ta ké cau chuyén ctia minh, va nhw t6i
da noi ro véi co ngay tir dau, Olive Martin la mét phu nit nguy hiém. Co ta
dang mudn chiém lai s6 tién thira ké. C6 bi dat miii roi, c6 Leigh a.”

“Co dy con khong nguy hiém bing mot nita 6ng dau, Crew a. It nhat thi
co ay khong bé tién ra dé thué ngudi huy hoai cong viéc lam an va de doa
mang sdng ctia ngudi khac. Ong qua that 1a mot ké lira dao dé tién.”

Crew nhun vai, “Néu nhitng 10i nay xuadt hién trén sach bdo, t0i sé kién co6
toi phi bang, c6 Leigh a. Va c6 sé phai chiu chi phi phap ly nhiéu hon t6i
day, xin nhé cho.”

Nguoi phéng vién nhin 6ng ta buéc di, “Ong ta dang ham doa cd.”

“Luat choi 1a nhu thé,” Roz kho6 chiu néi, “Rot cudc ciling chi la de doa
suong thoéi, néu biét cach thi hay ty lam, con khong thi phai da giau dé thué
nguoi khac dirng ra lam thay minh.”

“Co khong nghi 6ng ta da néi ding vé Olive chit?”

“Tat nhién t6i khong tin r6i,” Roz gian di tra 16i khi nhan thay vé nghi
ngo cua anh ta, “Nhwng it nhat, gio anh da biét c6 ay phai trdi qua nhitng
kho khan gi r6i day. Cai dat nwdc nay qua la dién ro khi cho rang ctt c6 mat
luat s c6 van trong cudc tham van la quyeén lgi ctia bi cdo sé ti dong dugc
bao vé. Ho cling mac sai lam, ciing lwoi biéng, va thich quanh co doi tra nhw
ching ta ma thoi. Nam ngoai, Hoi Luat gia da phai chi hang triéu bang Anh
dé dén bu cho than chu vi 16i sai cia dam luat su dai dién.”

Cudn sach dugc an dinh sé phat hanh trong vong mot thang sau khi Olive
dugc tw do. Roz da hoan thanh no trong khoang thoi gian ki luc nho khong
khi yén binh va cach biét & Vong Bién. Hoan toan boc dong, c6 mua n6 chi
vi khong thé lam viéc gitta tiéng on ao cua thuyc khach dung bita ¢ nha hang
bén dudi. Xoong Chan Tritng da md ctra trd lai va dwgc kha nhiéu nguoi
biét dén nhd sy noi tieng bat dac di cia ong chi. Hawksley duwgc coi nhw
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mot anh hung bi ap bitc da ding 1én chong lai t6i ac cia thé lwc toi pham co
td chirc. Sy trg gitp cua anh déi v6i vu an cua Olive Martin, dac biét la
nhitng no lyc trong viéc dam bao c6 ta duwgc phong thich, cling gép phan
lam tang sy noi tiéng cua nha hang. Anh ting hé quyét dinh mua Vong Bién.
Lam tinh & m6t noi nho ra bién la trai nghiém maéi mé va hon dit viéc nam
1én nhitng thanh kim loai citng lanh & Xoong Chan Tring.

Va ¢ do, co sé an toan hon.

Hawksley da kham pha ra kha nang quan tam ma trwéc day anh khong
ngo rang ton tai ¢ minh. Tinh thwong con sdu dam hon tinh yéu, bao ham tat
thdy cam xtc, tt ngudng mo cho tdi dam mé. Du anh chwa bao gio nhan
minh la ngudi dan 6ng dé bi am anh, nhwng nhitng lo lang vé Stewart Hayes
ndy sinh tir khi han dwoc bao lanh, dan dan khién anh khong thé chiu dung
néi. Cudi cling, anh da bat ngd dén thim nha Hayes vao mot ngdy no. O do,
anh thay han dang choi v6i ¢6 con gai nhé mudi tudi trong vieon nha, va anh
da dwa ra mot dé nghi ma han khong thé tir choi. Néu co bat cit diéu gi xdy
dén véi Roz, con gai han sé phai trd gid. Mang doi mang, thwong tat doi
thuwong tat. Nhan ra si nghiém tdc trong d6i mat sam mau cta anh, Hayes da
dong y vé6i thoa thuan dinh chién vo thoi han, vi han biét r6 anh dam lam
thé. Tinh yéu Hawksley danh cho Roz cling khong hé thua kém tinh yéu han
danh cho con gai.

Iris tuyén b6 minh xitng dang duwgc nhan dwgc phan tram 16n hon Roz tr
sO tién ban sach vi “Néu khong nhd c6 minh thi cling chang cé cudn sach
nay dau”. Co ban ron rao ban cudn sach trén toan thé gidi va quang cao né
nhr m6t minh chithg méi nhat vé viéc cong 1y nwdc Anh dang chao dao béi
noi tai thiéu linh hoat. Thém mot chu thich nho, va c6 vé mia mai vé cau
chuyén nay, do6 la cu bé ma Crew dang lan tim héa ra khong phai dia con
trai mat tich cia Amber. Moi cong cudc tim kiém cau bé da bi huy bo. Thoi
han quy dinh trong di chiic cia Robert Martin da hét va soé tién thira ké von
bi Crew chiém dung dé dau co gio khong con thuéc quyén quén ly ctia 6ng
ta nita. Toan bg tai san trong di chiic van bo ngd, va Olive dang xin lénh cua
toa dé gianh quyén thira ké.
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Phan ket

Lic 5 gio 30 phit mot budi sang mua dong t6i tam va swong gia, Olive
Martin bwéc qua canh cta nha giam, sém hon hai tiéng so véi thoi gian
dugc cong bo. Co ta da xin va duwgce chap thuan vé véi tw do mot cach kin
dao, tranh xa khoi canh 6n ao soi moéi ctia cong ching nhw trong cac vu an
oan sai noi tiéng khac. Pa duwgc thong bao qua dién thoai, Roz va xo Bridget
chg san bén ngoai trong anh den duong vang vot, lién tuc gidam chan va xoa
tay dé xua di cdm giac gia lanh. Ho mim cuwdi chao dén khi canh ctra nha tu
mo ra.

Pang tan hwdng sy am ap trong chiéc xe do cach dé gan chuc mét, chi
minh Hawksley nhan thdy vé chién thang ha hé thoang qua mat Olive khi co
ta choang canh tay quanh eo hai nguwoi phu nit va nhac bong ho 1én. Anh
bong nhd m6t cau minh tirng ghi trén mat ban hoi con lam & s& canh sat,
“Trong muodn van sy that, chi c6 mot diéu la that sy.”

Tw dung, anh thay rung minh.
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CHU THICH

Lizzie Borden (1860-1926) bi budc tdi giét hai cha va me ké bang nhiéu
nhat riu vao ngay 4/8/1892 & Massachusetts, Hoa Ky. Vu Lizzie Borden la
mot vu an noi tiéng ca trong nganh toi pham hoc lan van hoéa dai chiing My.

Broadmoor hay Rampton la hai bénh vién tdm than dugc bao vé nghiém
ngat tai Anh.

Olive, Amber, Red va Ginger déu la tén mau sac, lan lwgt la xanh 6 liu, mau
ho phach, do va vang hoe.

Giam giit vo thoi han nghia la thoi gian giam gitt chwa dwogc thiét dat ngay
tir dau.

Churchill va Monty 1a hai nhan vat n6i danh trong quan doi Anh.

Khap mién Ind, t Tay sang Pong, Ngoc nao sanh noi bong hong Rosalind

la cau trich trong v& hai kich As you like it (nhv em mudn) cta William
Shakespeare.

Arnold Schwarzenegger la van dong vién thé duc thé hinh, ng6i sao dién anh
My, sau lam théng déc bang California.

Nhan chitng Jehovah: Mot ton gido trung lap trong cac van dé chinh trj va
dwa ra rat nhiéu gido ly khac biét c6 phan cuc doan, luon tin rang thé gidi
dang & vao hoi mat van.

Timothy Evans bi_treo c6 la vu 4n oan xdy ra nam 1949 tai x Wales lam
day lén phong trao chong an tr hinh & virong quéc Anh.

chitng _chi MOT la chitng chi ddm bao phwong tién du do an toan dé sw
dung.
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Puddleglum la nhan vat gia twang trong Bién nién st Narnia, dwgc mo ta véi
bé ngoai chang khac nao con éch va tinh cach dang thuwong, yéu dudi.

chitng chi CSE la Chitng chi t6t nghiép trung hoc & Anh.

No6i, ndi,_chi biét n6i sudéng la mot cau trich trong vé bi kich Troilus and

Cressida cua William Shakespeare.

Nancy la nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét Oliver Twist cia Dickens, dugc mo ta la
mot nguwoi chung thiy, yéu dén mu quang, la ngudi yéu va sau nay ciing la
nan nhan cua Bill Sykes.

Svengali: Chi nguoi dan ong doc doan, thich ap dat cho nguoi khac, dac biét
la vi muc dich xau xa

Sau nghi pham Birmingham: Sau nguwoi dan ong bi két an t hinh ndm 1975
tai Anh vi t0i danh bom quan ruvgu Birmingham vao nam 1974. Sau do tGi
nam 1991, mét phién toa khac da bac bo 16i tuyén an cii vi thiéu co s@. Bay
gi0 sau nguoi dan ong mai dugce tra tu do.

Tampax la mot nhan hiéu bang veé sinh phu nit

Cain la con ca cia Adam va Eva, cling la ké sat nhan dau tién trong lich st
nhan loai vi da giét em trai minh

“Faustus la mot nha gid kim trong than thoai Pic, ké da ban linh hén cho
ma quy dé doi 1ay su thong thai

Don Giovanni la tén nhan vat chinh trong v@ opera cung tén, trong do Don
Giovanni pham t0i giét ngwdi va bi ném xuong dia nguc

thanh gwom cua Damocles: Xudt phét tir than thoai Hy Lap. Mot ngay no
Damocles muon doi vi tri ctia minh vGi nha vua. Nha vua da dong y. Nhung
khi ng6i vao vi tri cia nha vua va ngang dau lén, ong ta thdy mot thanh
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guwom treo bang 16ng dubi ngwa va chia miii nhon vao minh. Va tir dé,
Damocles khong bao giod mu6n doi vi tri véi nha vua nita

Chiéc ghé bac: Cudn sach thi tw trong Bién nién stz Narnia

Bach khoa toan thw Britannica: Mot trong nhitng bo bach khoa toan thw
bang tiéng Anh co6 lich st 1au doi nhat, do6 s6 va cé d6 chinh xac cao nhat

ngay_thit Hai den t6i la ngay 19/10/1987, khi thi truong chitng khodn toan
cau chao dao,pha san trén dién rong.

Lily la hoa loa keén

Nhitng_thién than dia nguc vGi logo moé phong hinh dau t& than sém noi
danh 1a mét trong nhitng hoi 1ai mo t6 khét tiéng nhat b&i nhitng vu dung do
cong khai v6i phap ludt va cac bang nhom khac. Bat nguén tir nwéc My,
nhung hién tai, hoi nay da c6 so lwgng thanh vién dong dao ¢ khap cac quoc
gia trén thé gidi.

Wens-Fargo 1a bi doc sai, do ba me khong biét rang Wells-Fargo la mot cong
ty van chuyén thw tin va hang héa 1én thoi bay gio do Henry Wells va
William Fargo sang lap.

Watson yeu quy la cau tham t Sherlock Holmes thwong noi vGi bac si
Watson khi bat dau pha an.

nha tu Parkhurst 1a mot trong nhitng nha ti cé an ninh nghiém ngat nhat
nwoc Anh.

NHS la kho di liéu luwu trit cac hé so y té, kham chita bénh ctia cong dan
Anh.
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