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Chuong 1

Charlie Bone séng trong mot thanh phd 6m git vo van diéu bi mat.
Nhitng bi mat an gidu trong twong va chén vui dudi dat hang bao thé ky.

Thanh pho d6 ra doi cach day chin tram nam, bat dau tir mot lau dai do
t0 tién cda Charlie la Vua D6 xay dung nén. Tén ctia Vua D6 xudt phat tw
tdm 4o chung dé ruc va hinh mat trdi chiéu sang khac trén tdm khién cda
ngai. Vua Do la nguwdi Phi chau; ngai cling 1a mot thay phap.

Khi hoang hau yéu quy cta nha vua, hoang hau Berenice, qua doi, ngai
di vao rirng dé than khéc. Ngai rat an tdm khi muwdi nguwdi con ciia minh sé
an toan trong tay cta nhitng quan can than uyén bac va nhitng ba vui hién
lanh. Va lai, moi nguwdi con ctia ngai déu dugc ban mot tai phép than ky.

Vao thoi do, virong quoc cua ngai la mét noi day bao lwc va khéng co
luat phap — nan giét nguoi cudp ctia hoanh hanh. Trén dwong vé nha, ngai
nhan thay can phai dem tai phép v6 song ctia minh ra cttu gitp dan nghéo
va nhitng ngudi bi 4p bitc. Lap tic, ngai mac giap sat, doi mii sat cam chum
16ng do, sau d6 hdéa phép ra mot thanh gwom bat kha chién bai va cudi
ngwa xong pha di bdo vé nhitng ngwoi khon kho va nhitng ké than co thé
cO.

Vua D4 diét trir bon bao chtia, quan sat nhan va 1i quy toc ké cwép sudt 5
nam. Cudi cung, khi ngai vé dén 1au dai, méi hay, nam ngudi con cia minh
da tron chay, con nam ké & lai thi dung tai phép ctia minh di thon tinh
nhitng qudc gia lang giéng. Chinh nhitng nhitng con nay va chéau chat cua
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ho da bat dau lich st tang thwong va doi bai kinh hoang cua thanh pho.
Khoéng thé ra tay danh dudi chinh cadc con minh, nha vua tan nat trai tim
danh phai roi khoi 1au dai ctia minh vinh vién.

Ba noi Charlie cung ba nguwdi em gai cua ba ta ding vé phe quy Ac.
Trong thoi gian ba n6 bi ém bua, ho tong né vao hoc vién Bloor, ngoi
treong do mot dong ho c6 qua khit cuc ky bao nguwgc diéu hanh. Charlie
lubn ludn phdi e dé gia dinh Bloor va dong minh cta hg, nhung, tinh cho
dén nay, n6 da dap tan moi am mwu dé bep no cua ho, bdi vi xung quanh né
c6 nhiéu ban beé 1a hau dué cia Vua B4, luén dung tai phép phi thuong cua
minh dé trg gitp no.

Riéng v6i tai di vao qua khit cia minh, Charlie dang dan kham pha
nhitng bi mat cta thanh phé. B6 la mot hanh trinh nguy hiém, nhung
Charlie c6 ban bé sat canh bén minh va c6 niém tin sat da vao tai phép
muon doi caa Vua Do.

KHONG HAN LA NGUOI

Han la ban sé nghi Charlie Bone au that khi dé mat cha n6 lan thi¢ hai,
nhat 1a vao lic né chi vira méi tim thdy cha. Ho da cach mat mwoi nam
rong — nhitng ndm bi ém yéu thuat, cht Lyell Bone chim dam trong s quén
lang, khong thé nhé gi vé qua khit, tham chi ké ca tén ctia minh cling quén

Lan nay, chi it Charlie cling biét cha minh di dau. Ba n6 dang dwa me n6
di hwdng tuan trang mat lan th hai. Con gi sung swéng hon lanh xa nhitng
ngay thang Hai am u, lanh 1€o dé di xem ca voi va ca heo nd gion ngoai
bién ryc nang? Tat nhién ho ra Charlie di cung, nhung n6 da y nhi tir choi.
Cha me né can dwgc & bén nhau, ngoai ra, & nha n6é con may viéc phai hoan
thanh. Co6 vai diéu bi an can lam sang to.

Lic nay day Charlie dang & ngoai cong ngbi nha noi né chao doi. Po6 la
mot toa nha gach do, mai lgp ngéi nghiéng doc, c6 bon bac thang dan 1én
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canh ctra treéc mau xanh da troi. Charlie va me da roi ngoi nha nay khi n6
2 tudi, thanh ra né cha nhé chiit gi vé chon nay. Ngay nhu cdi tén nha cling
la lam d6i véi né: “Goc Kim Cuong” — toa lac trén goc pho Diamond va
dai 10 Lyme.

Bay gid Charlie da 12 tu6i — mdt thang bé cao trung binh, t6c den bu xu
va mat nau mau qua 6c ché. Mot thang bé binh thwong vé moi phuwong
dién, ngoai tr* mot diéu: né la ngudi-di-vao-tranh, mot tai phép no6 thira
hwéng tr Vua D6 huyén thoai.

Ditng bén canh Charlie l1a mot nguwdi dan ong cao 16n, nét mat ran roi,
dep nhu tac va mai téc den thing, dai gan chdm vai. Ong mic 4o khoac
den, dai va trum chiéc mii den rong vanh sup han xuéng, dwong nhw dé che
kin mat, mac du trong budi chiéu thit Bdy u am nay khong co6 ldy mot tia
nang mat troi yéu 6t nhat.

“Phai sita nhiéu day,” nguwoi dan 6ng nhan xét, nhin nhitng 16 hong den
ngom trén mai nha, noi nhitng miéng ngoéi 1gp bi tdc mat.

“Uéc gi con c6 thé don vao ddy & ngay, Ong cau Paton a,” Charlie néi.

“Con khong phai dgi lau nita dau,” Ong cau bao noé. “Tuan tdi l1a thg xay,
tho son, thg 6ng nuwéc, va thg lgp mai sé bat dau tu sirva ma.”

“Chung ta vao xem chut di.” Charlie m@ cong va budc trén 16i di hep co6
moc tran lan. Ong cau no theo sau, leng keng mot chtim chia khéa. Khi vao
gan hon, ho nhan thdy c6 anh dén & mot trong nhitng ctra s6 tang dudi.

“Cé nguoi trong do.” Charlie chay ao Ién t6i ctta. Ong cau dang & sau n6
mot budc lién phéng véo qua cac bac thang va tra mot chiéc chia khoa vao
0. Canh ctra xanh da trdi mé tung va Charlie buéc vo trong.

Mui cli m6c nong ndc trong hanh lang. Van 16t san am, bam kit bui,
nhitng manh gidy dan twong bong troc dinh lung lang trén cac bitc twong
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nhem nhudc, den xi. Charlie c6 nhén chan nhe hét sitc, nhwng nhitng tam
van tran trui ¢t rung 1én keén ket dwéi titng buwdc di ctia n6. N6 voi vang mé
mot canh ctra bén trai va ngé vo can phong hoéi ndy no6 thay c6 anh sang.
Trong huo tréng hoac. Ong cau Paton hat dau ra hiéu vé phia cénh ctra
khép ho & phia kia can phong. “Nha bép do6,” ong thi thao.

Mot tiéng chan dugc nghe thay. Kho ma biét né tir dau vong téi. Charlie
bang xoet qua can phong, nhitng budc chan nang né ctia 6ng cau bam theo.
Nhung ca nha bép cling trong tro. Mot tiéng “ram” danh, gat, lam Charlie
lao ban véo qua nha bép, vo 16i di hep. Canh ctra sau mé toang, x6 danh am
vao birc twong phia sau né mot tiéng rung chuyén nita. Mot luong khi lanh
ap vao mat Charlie khi n6 nheo mat dom ra ngoai trdi. Vira vura kip lic cho
n6 thdy hai bong den chui le qua quang hang rao gay & cudi vuon.

“He!” Charlie hét 16n, chay buon qua tham co va nhitng cay dai cao kho
héo. TaGi hang rao, n6 nhoai nguoi ngo ra ngo hep ti ri. Nhung ké dot nhap
da bién mat.

“Chéc 1a nhitng ké lang thang.” Ong cau Paton da vao mdt chong béo cii
& goc nha. “Ve thoi, Charlie.”

“Cho con 1én lau di?” Charlie nan ni. “Con muon xem minh cé nhG can
phong minh tirng ngu hay khong.”

“Thi di.” Ong cau Paton theo Charlie 1én cau thang. Khi 6ng Ién t6i nai,
Charlie dang diéng nhin tran tr6i vao hai canh ctta trvdc mat n6. C6 thém
hai canh ctra bat dau mot hanh lang & bén trai n6, réi mot canh nita & bén
phai. NO chon mot canh.

“Con nho giodi qua, Charlie!”

“Con chi doén théi,” Charlie n6i. N6 ddy mé canh ctra d6 ra. “OI!”
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Khong thé di dugc buwdc nao vo phong. Tat ca van 16t san da bi d& sach.
Tam thi dgng ditng vao twong, nhitng tdm khac lai nam vat trén cac thanh
ram hep d& san nha.

“Quai la!” Ong cau Paton ghé nhin qua vai Charlie. “Ta khong biét 1a tho
xay da bat dau r6i.”

Hai ong chau nhin vao nhitng can phong khac. Phong nao cling trong
tinh trang twong tw: van 16t san bj giat tung ro6i quang btra bai vao géc nha
hodc vat véo trén nhitng thanh ram mong.

“Trong nhu ai do suc sao tim vat gi,” Charlie nhan xét.

“Mot cudc lung kiém tuyét vong,” ong cau dong y. “Ta twdng twong ho
cling bt tung san nha dwdi lau 1én, nhung sau dé da gan lai dé dé phong
nguwoi ta nhin vo qua ctra s6.”

“Con khong thich nghi t¢i viéc nguoi la 1én vo va dao béi nha ci cua
con,” Charlie néi.

Khi di xu6ng lau, ho cang mat tim xem c6é dau hiéu mat bac thang bi
bitng di khong. Lan nay ho phat hién mat go twa xuwdc, dinh bi nho 1én va
tay vin xuc xich.

“Thé ndy thi phai thay hét 6 khéa thoi,” Ong cau Paton néi khi hai 6ng
chau tré ra ditng ngoai duong. “Bé ta n6i chuyén véi nha thau.”

Ho bt dau rao bd vé ngdi nha s6 9, duong Filbert. Ong cau Paton mai
nghi vé bon xam pham nén quén bang la dén dwong dang sang. Trudc khi
Charlie kip canh béao, 6ng da vo tinh nguwéc 1én va bong dén phia trén dau
ong kéu bup mdot phat, no tung.

Ong cau Paton chiii ngudi né trdn mua thay tinh doi xuéng dau minh.
“Chan qua! Chan qua!” 6ng gam to. “Ai can lam ké tang ap co chi!”
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Ong cau Paton Yewbeam, mot hdu dué khac nita cia Vua P4, thira
hwéng mot tai phép khong may. Chi can 6ng hoi liéc vao mot béng den
dang chdy, du no & trong ctra so, trong nha dan, trén duong pho, hay tai nha
minh, thi tat yéu né van ci tang sitc nong lén dén do no tan bong den. Vi
vay nén Ong cau Paton rat it khi ra khéi nha vao ban ngay. Pén giao thong,
den xi-nhan 6-t0 va den ctra s6 bay hang luon c6 nguy co hitng chiu tai
phép khén khé ndy ctia 6ng. Ong thay didu ndy that bat tién cho minh.

Lan nay tai nan ctia Ong cau Paton di dé 16 ra mot sy viéc. Trong chép
16e sang vut chiéu con dwong, hai hinh hai bi nhin thdy dang ltp ctip bén
mot hang rao. Khodnh khac dé kéo dai khong téi mot gidy nhung guong
mdt ho da in dam trong tam tri Charlie. Trong ho... khong han la nguoi.

Charlie chép mat tredc con mwa thay tinh doi xuéng dau 6ng cau. Khi
né m& mat ra thi hai hinh hai dé da bién mat.
“Mau lén, Charlie, chiing ta mau ra khoi day kéo c6 ngwoi thdy ching

ta.” Ong cau Paton chdp canh tay Charlie va 16i n6 di khéi hién treomg.

“Cé nguoi da nhin thay ching ta r6i, Ong cau Paton. Con nghi d6 c6 thé
1a bon ho. Ttc nhitng ké dot nhap nha con. Nhung ho khong han la nguai.
Néu 6ng hiéu y con.”

“Ta khong hidu.” Ong cau Paton tim chit canh tay Charlie hon. “Nhanh
lén! Nhanh ra khoi day!”

Charlie thdy minh bi 16i xéch qua duong. Mdt chiéc xe lao tGi bop mot
tiéng coi canh bao va Ong cau Paton v0i giat no len via he.

“Con bao khong-hén-la-ngudi nghia 1a sao?” Ong cau Paton kéo thup
vanh nén xudng. Bay gio' ca miii ctia 6ng cling bi che khuaét.

“Ho quai dan 1dm, Ong cau Paton,” Charlie thé hdng hoc. “Con khong
thé gidi thich.”
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“Co 1én,” 6ng cau ra lénh. “Ta mudn biét ching ta dang doi pho véi loai
sinh vat gi.”

Ong cau Paton di tiép v&i toc dd 1wét gié thuong 16 ctia minh. Charlie
phai cam c6 chay tirng chap cho kip 6ng. “Chan 6ng dai gap do6i chan con.”

“Ta muén ngin cidch minh vé6i dén duong,” Ong cau Paton git. Ong ré
mot goc phd va cham bwéce lai. “Nao, c6 lan nita coi. Cai gi khién ho khong
phai la nguwoi, Charlie?”

“Trwdc tién la ho c6 16ng. Roi mat ho... mat ho, a, con nghi khac xa mat
nguoi. Chung giong mat cho... hodc, hoac...”

“S6i?” 6ng cau goi nhac.
“Chac vay,” Charlie than trong. “Néu mat s6i mau vang.”

“Hum. Sao ta co linh cam nha Bloor lién quan t6i vu nay? Noi ta coi, ba
ctia con c6 nhac dén viéc dé lai vat gi d6 & ngoi nha cti khong?”

“Khong a. Nhung c6 rat nhiéu thit ba con da quén r6i.” Charlie mim cuwoi
mot minh. Ba n6 nhd tén me n6 va tén ba la da. “Tuy nhién, tri nh@ cta ba
con dang dan trd lai. Moi ngay lai c6 mét diéu méi bat khéi dau ba. Co 1€
khi di nghi vé, ba con sé phuc h6i hoan toan.”

“Va do la diéu bon ching lo sg.” Ong cau Paton dung khung lai.
“Ai a? Cai gi ca?” Charlie hoi.

“Nghe nay, Charlie. Ai ndy tin rang Manfred Bloor th6i mién ba ctia con
la bai vi chua ay gay tai nan cho ldo Ezekiel. Nhuwng ta ngam thdy con nhiéu
1y do hon thé nita. Ta tin la ba ctia con dang gidu mét vat ma gia dinh Bloor
muon cé. Rat cé thé bon chiing hy vong la dudi sttc thoi mién, cha ay sé
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tiét 16 noi cat n6. Nhung diéu nay khong xdy ra. Bén bay gio ho lai s¢ ba
cua con sé nhd va tim ra cai vat do trwéc bon ho.”

Charlie khong thé hinh dung ndi diéu gi khién ong cau di dén két luan
nhv vdy. Nhung dau 6c Ong cau Paton vén hay lan tim van dé. Ong dang
viét lich st Vua Do, va can phong riéng ctia ong chat cing nhitng quyén
sach khong 16 vé tat ca nhitng dé tai Charlie tirng nghe ndi tGi, cling nhw vé
biét bao diéu né chwa tirng nghe bao gio.

Puong Diamond nam & ngoai 6 thanh pho, Charlie va 6ng cau phai di bd
gan mot tiéng maGi vé téi nha. Lic d6 béng chiéu da ap xudng va swong mu
day ddc dang bo qua cac con phd. That la, khong khi thodng mui mu6i, mac
du bién cach xa noi nay it nhat la 30 dam.

Ba ngoai cua Charlie, ngoai Maisie, don ho tan ctta. Vé mat ba nhu vira
bi choang so6c ghé gém. “Ba Bone vé r6i,” ba thi tham, tat dén hanh lang di,
ngdn ngtra Ong cau Paton gay tai nan.

“Veé r6i?” Ong cau Paton noi to. “Cai quai quy...”
“Suyt!” ngoai Maisie dwva mot ngon tay 1én moi. “Vao nha da.”

Charlie va 6ng cau theo ngoai Maisie vao nha bép. Ban an da don san va
trong khi muc sip ra ba cai t6, ngoai Maisie ké cho ho nghe vé chuyén tr@
vé dot ngot cua noi Bone.

Noi Bone 1a chij gai cia Ong cau Paton. Hon 6ng t6i hai muoi tudi va ho
chang bao gio thuan hoa v@i nhau. Ba ta tham chi con khong wa ngwoi con
trai duy nhat cia minh, tic la ba ctia Charlie. Ngay khi chu dy tré vé sau
muoi nam bi cam tu trong hoc vién Bloor, ndi Bone lién khan géi ra di -
dén song vdi ba c6 em gai & cudi mot con hém toi tam, bat on tén la Ngach
To6i. Charlie da hy vong sé khong bao gi¢d phai nhin thdy ba ta 1an nita chi.
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“Mu ta van con giit chia khéa,” ngoai Maisie ké. “Mu hung ho di vao,
thdy phich gié vo hanh lang va hét ‘Ta vé lai!” ‘Sao vay?’ ta hoi. Hu,
thoang nhin da biét c6 diéu khong on ro6i. ‘Ai ciing nghi chac la ba tiéc
lam,” mu noéi. ‘PBung thé. To6i twédng ba don di han chw,” ta lién dap nhw

»

vay.
Charlie bat cuoi khuc khich.

Ong cau Paton héi, “Nhung ly do cta ba ta 1a gi, b Maisie? Tai sao ba ta
tr& ve?”

“V1 dam cudi!” ngoai Maisie noi.
“Cuai ai?” Ong cau Paton hoi voi.
“Em Ut cia muy, Venetia. Tuan sau ba nay sé cuéi chong.”

Charlie bi sdac sup. “Ba cO0 Venetia? Nguoi quai quy nao trén doi lai
muon cuwdi ba ta nhi?”

“Co6 day, Charlie cung,” ngoai Maisie n6i. “Nhung chang may choc ga
dan ong t6i nghiép do sé hoi ti€c vé ngay nay cho ma xem.”
“Quai la,” Ong cau Paton nhin ngoai Maisie tran tran, khong tin noi.

“Noi Bone rat cdu tiét,” ngoai Maisie ké tiép, “Nhuwng hai ba em kia thi
ung ho hoan toan.”

“Phut.” Ong cau Paton théi siip ctia minh, chic hin né dau cé néng, béi
vi 6ng da nudt chirng gan chuc mudng rdoi ma dau kéu ca gi. Ong dang c6
khong dé 10 ra, nhung ai cling c6 thé thdy 6ng dang cyc ky hoang mang va
bang hoang that su.

B6n ba chi ctia Ong cau Paton déu x4u xa nhw nhau. Ho cam thul 6ng em
duy nhat ctia ho; ca doi ho hanh ha 6ng chi vi 6ng bat dong nhitng quan
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diém dao dic ctia ho va ludn bay t6 dit khoat cho ho biét diéu d6. Ca bon
chi em nha ho déu dé tién, han thu, hong hach, lwon leo va tham lam. Qua
tinh, Charlie khong sao tim du 10i dé dién ta cho hét ho kinh khing dén c&
nao. Khong ai trong bon ho titng bao gio n6i mot 10i t¥ té vGi Charlie, chi
dirng noi la tdng qua sinh nhat no, dac biét la ndi Bone.

Ngoai Maisie ém phan hap dan nhat trong ban thong bido ctia minh dén
phit cuéi mdi bat ngo tung ra. “Diéu té nhat la ga dé da c6 con roi. Hai
nguoi nghi gi vé diéu nay?”

“C6 con!” Charlie rung minh. “T9i nghiép bon chung. Hay tuwéng tuwgng
ba c6 Venetia la me minh!”

“That qua quit.” Ong cau Paton ngang phit dau l1én.

Charlie quay lung ra ctra nén khong thdy néi Bone dang budc tdi tir dang
sau no.

“Ta mirng rang ta khong phdi 1a me may,” noi Bone han hoc. Mu dung
dung budc t6i ta lanh, mé ra. “Chang cé gi trong day,” mu phan nan. “Cha
c6 gi ngoai phé mat va xwong 6i. Khong paté, khong s6t mayonnaise va
tham chi khong ca mui ca hoi.”

Ngoai Maisie thd dai danh swgt. “Lam sao toi biét ba xuéng day lung
suc, vGi cai bung cau ky va cdi mom kén chon cua ba? Ngoi xuéng di,
Grizelda, dé t6i muc cho ba mot it sip nam.”

“Thoi, cdm on.” Noi Bone tha nguwoi danh ram vao chiéc ghé bap bénh
gan bép lo.

Ong cau Paton nhian mit. Ong da dinh viit chiéc bap bénh dé di roi. Xua
nay c6 ai dung t6i n6. N6 la sy nhac nhé khong ngirng vé s c6 mat am
dam cua noi Bone. Phai chi 6ng nghi sém va da chat n6 ra lam cui t* hom
trudc.
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Cot! Ket! Cot! Ket! Cot! Ba ta nam d6, mat nham lai, dau rut vao cam.
Cot! Ket! Cot! Ket! m thanh du sttc lam von cuc mon sup.

“Thi ra,” Ong cau Paton mai mdi tim dugc 101, “to6i nghe noi ba bat hoa
vOi cac em, Grizelda.”

“Chung cling l1a chi ctia may,” mu dop lai. “Cuéi chong! Xdi, ta chwa bao

gio nghe chuyén 16 bich dén vay. Venetia dd nam muoi hai tudi roi. Bang ra
n6 phai dep bé cai viéc dai loai thé tir nhiéu nam truwéce co.”

“Pai loai nao?” Charlie hoi.
“Pirng xdc xwgc!” ba ndi n6 mang.

Charlie an xong sup thi ditng 1én. “Con cé la ba sé di khi ba con tré vé,”
no noi.

“Huwr, bon may sé dén song & Géc Kim Cuwong dm cung kia ma.” Mu thay
cho Charlie anh nhin lanh 1€o nhat ciia mu. “Nhuwng ma xem ca voi c6 thé
rat nguy hiém. Khong chirng han cha bao gio...”

Charlie khong cho nghe ba ndi néi nét cau. “Con qua nha Ben choi day,”
no hét to, chay ra hanh lang va x@c ao khoac vao.

Ngoai Maisie goi véi theo, “Charlie, trdi toi r6i cung. Pung dé y ba
Bone. Ba dy n6i vay chit cha cé y gi dau.”

“Co ddy,” Charlie lam bam. N6 roi nha, chay bang qua duong tGi nha so
12 va nhan chuéng. Buong Filbert luén im ang vao gio nay Chu Nhat. Chi

c6 vai chiéc xe chay ngang qua, con via he vang teo. Nhung Charlie cam
thdy noi gai dang sau gy, mach bao n6 c6 ai dé6 dang nhin minh.

“Le, le 1én.” Charlie nhan chudng lan thi hai.
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Benjamin Brown mé& ctta. N6 nho hon Charlie vai thang tu6i va nhé con
hon nhiéu. Méi téc vang hon don cta né trung y vGi mau 16ng con cho
dirng bén canh, vay duoi roi rit.

“Minh vao dwgc khong?” Charlie hoi. “N6i Bone vira tré vé.”

Benjamin hiéu ngay tap ly. “Tai hoa lam sao! Minh dinh dwa Hat Dau di
dao day. bi khong?”

Bat ké diéu gi cling t6t hon mdt budbi t6i trong cung nha véi ndi Bone.
Charlie lién nhip buwéc bén canh Benjamin khi thang nay huwéng vé phia
cong vién. Vai nhitng tiéng sia han hoan, Hat Pau chay vong quanh hai
thang bé, sau d6 phéng thuc mang trén con dwong toi. Benjamin khong
thich dé vuot tam mat khoi con ché. Du biét thé la minh lo lang khong can
thiét. Ba me n6 luon dan né hay twoi tinh 1én, nhung Benjamin khong thé
nao khac di ban tinh cua minh dvgce. Ngoai ra, mot man swong mu dang bo
vao phd — mot man swong bat thwong, thoang mui muoi.

Charlie thong vai xu6ng. Lai nita r6i. Van cam giac gai gai ky qudc bén
dwéi c6 do. N6 dirng lai va ngodi nhin ra sau.

“Gl vay, Charlie?” Benjamin hoi.

Charlie ké cho ban nghe vé nhitng nguwoi nhung khong-giong-nguoi noé
da thidy gan G6c Kim Cuong.

“Dém nay khong cé gi binh thwong cd,” Benjamin run ray. “Chua bao
gi0 minh ném thdy mui mudi trong swong.”

Va roi ching nghe thay tiéng tru — & rat xa, nhung diang la mot tiéng tru.
m thanh d6 nghe hoi giong tiéng nguwdi, nhung khong phai tiéng ngudi. Lan
dau tién ké tir khi ba me di nghi, Charlie wéc gi ho dirng di xem ca voi.
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Hat Dau hoc toc trd lai chod hai thang bé. Long xu dyng 1én nhw 16ng
nhim.

“Vi tiéng tru d6 do,” Benjamin bao. “Minh da nghe thdy mot 1an roi. No
khién Hat Dau hodng hot, mac du binh thwong Hat Bau von khong sg cai gi
ca.”

Khéng lau sau, Charlie nhan ra c6 méi lién quan gitta tiéng tru dang xa
va sinh vat khong-han-la-ngwdi hinh nhw dang di theo no.

Nhwng con vé man swong cé mudi lai la diéu hoan toan khac.
NHUNG KE LA TU BIEN KHOI

Co6 hai ké la mat da vao thanh pho trong budi chiéu Chu Nhat budt gia
hém ay. Ho dén bang duwong song. Bo lai con thuyén neo dwdi mét cay cau,
ho leo bd séng doc 1én dwdng cdi. Ho di chuyén bang nhitng ¢t dong chao
dao ky la nhu thé dang gitt thang bang trén boong tau. Di t6i dau ho kéo
mot man swong mu theo dén do: thit swong mu gia tao, dwgm mui mudi,
lam cho chim chéc im tiéng va khién khach qua dwong bat ho vao tan trong
l6ng ngwc ma khong cuwdng lai dugc.

Nguwoi nho hon trong hai ngwoi la 1a mot thang bé chirng 11 tudi, mat
xanh bién trong nhu tang bang trdéi ngam duwdi nwdc. Mai toc dai cham vai
ctia né mau nau luc, bét xin, hoi quan moét nép. Du cao ding do tudi cia
minh, nhung da né tdi nhgt, m6i né hau nhw khong c6 mau. N6 chong
chanh di qua nhitng con dwong réi séi, véi vé quyét tam, khong gi lay
chuyén trén bo mat méng quet.

Cha thang bé c6 doi mat lanh tro giong nhw mat né, nhung mai téc dai
cta han ta diém nhitng vét trang. Tén han la Lord Grimwald.

Khi ho dén nhitng bac thang dan 1én hoc vién Bloor, thing bé dirng lai.
Mat n6 dan vao nhitng bitc twong xam do so6 va dao lén hai toa thap & hai
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bén 16i vao. “Pi tir bién t6i day xa qua,” né no6i bang giong du dwong dén
khong ngo.

“Con phai hoc cach song khong bién mdt thoi gian.” Gigng ngudi dan
ong co6 tiéng doi ctia hang dong am wét.

“Pugc.” Thang bé thoc mot tay vao tii quan. Vé yén long hién ra trén
khu6n mat n6 trude sy tiép xuc dé chiu v6i nhitng linh vat bién. Trong tui,
né mang theo mot con c4 vang, mot con nhim bién va mdy con cua vang.
Do 1a qua tang tr nguwdi me qua co, duge lam tir vang tim thdy trong nhitng
con tau dam dudi bién sau. “Dagbert, nhitng linh vat bién nay sé gitp con
song sot,” me no da thi tham véi n6. “Nhung con khéng bao gio dugc cho
cha con biét vé ching.”

Khi thang bé bat dau lén cau thang, cha n6 néi, “Dagbert, nhé 10i ta dan
ddy. Phai c6 tu kiém ché.”

Dagbert dirng bwdc va quay lai nhin cha. “Ng6é nhd con khong thé thi
sao?”

“Con bugc phai. Chung ta ¢ day giup con.”

“Cha thi gitp. Con con thi hoc.” Dagbert quay dau va buéc 1én hét cau
thang. Cdp gio dai dwa no bang qua manh san gach chi v6i vai sai chan liéu
xiéu, ti€p theo, no giat sgi day xich treo canh canh ctra d6i d6 so bang go
sOi. Mot tiéng chuong lanh 1anh cat 1én dau d6 sau tham bén trong toa nha.
Dagbert sam soi nhitng hinh nguwdi bang dong kham trén cac canh ctra.

“Ho xwa hon cé toa nha.” Lord Grimwald ra ngén tay khap hinh mot
nguoi dan 6ng cam cai gi trong nhw mot tia chdp. “T6 tién cia chiing ta do,
Dagbert. Nh¢ ddy. Ching ta dang no6i vé Petrello, nguwdi con thit nam cda
Vua bo.”
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Mot trong hai canh cira lodng xodng md ra va mot nguwdi dan ong xuat
hién. Bé 1a mot ga lyc lwdng, dau troc 16c, mat vudong banh va mat nho ri,
vO hon. “Gi ha?” Han héi.

“Chung t6i c6 hen,” Lord Grimwald tuyén b6 mot cach ngao man.
“Tén la Grimwald?” Mat ga dan ong hip lai.
“Cht mi trong cho ai khac a?”

Ga dan 6ng 1am bam “Chac!” va m@ canh ctta rong ra hon. “Thé thi vo
di »

Cha va con di theo tdm phan thit qua mot tién sanh dai lat da phién téi
mot canh ctra an vao mot trong nhitng bitrc twong O6p van go so6i. “Thap
nhac,” ké dan dwong thong bao, xoay mét cai vong sat. Canh ctra bat mé va
hin dan hai ngudi khach vao mét hanh lang thip sang 1t mu. O cudi hanh
lang ho di vo md6t can phong hinh tron roi leo mot cau thang xody tron oc.
Lén hét quang cau thang thi nhat, ho ré phai va budc vao mét hanh lang
trai tham day.

“Van phong cta tién si & ctra thit hai bén trai,” ga gac cong dau troc néi.
“Pung nhu ong noi, ong c6 hen. Gia dinh Bloor dang & trong do. Ca ba
nguoi.”

“Tén gi?” Lord Grimwald hach sach. “Ta mudn biét nhitng chi tiét nay.”

“Weedon: gac cong, lai xe, tap vy, lam vwon. Vay da cho 6ng chwa?”
Han nén got trd lai cau thang.

“P6 lao xwgc.” Nudc da xanh réu cua Lord Grimwald chuyén thanh mau
xin xit ctia dat nung. Khi tién sat dén ctra van phong, han ta nén thang lén
d6 vai ndam dam, thay vi g6 ctta lich sy nhw & treong hop khac chac han
héan da lam.
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“V6 di!” hai giong vang 1én cung lic, mot tram duc va ngao man, con
giong kia rit len ham hg.

Lord Grimwald va con trai buéc vao phong. Ho thdy minh & trong mot
can phong u am, xép day sach, c6 mot nguwdi dan 6ng to cao ditng dang sau
ban viét. Canh bén ban la mot sinh vat gia khom ngoi trong xe lan. Toan
than ldo quan tot trong mot tam chan ca-ro, dau doi mii den hinh tron, 6m
sat cai hop so go xwong. T d6 10i ra may dai téc trang thong xudng tdi vai,
trong twéng soi sap. Pang sau lao, mot 10 swdi dun cui cung cdp hoi dm va
chit mau sac sinh dong cho can phong.

“Lord Grimwald.” Tién si Bloor buéc vong qua ban va bat tay khach.
“Han hanh gap 6ng. Toi la tién si Bloor, hiéu truedng. T6i tin la cudc hanh
trinh ctia 6ng khong duwgc thodi mai cho lam.”

“Chung t6i dén bang duong bién.”

“Khong thé nao. Chung t6i cach bién nhiéu ddm ma,” sinh vt trong xe
lan lén tiéng.

“Chung t6i da di xa hét stitc cho phép r6i sau do chéo thuyén qua séng.”
Lord Grimwald bat ban tay nhw méng vu6t tho ra khoi tdm chan ca-ro.

“Ta la ngai Ezekiel,” 1do gia c6c dé néi. “Ta mot tram 1é mot tudi. Thé
nao? Trong khong tdi tudi dé, nhi?” Khong cho 10i dap lai, lao tiép, “Ra
day la thang bé.” Lao thop 14y tay Dagbert.

“Tén no la Dagbert,” Lord Grimwald bdo vdi 1dao khom. “N6 c6 nhiéu
tén khac nita, nhung ching toi quyét dinh ho ctia né la Endless1.”

“Bai vi tén toi vinh cttu nhw dai dwong.” Dagbert khong hé nao nting khi
nhitng ngdén tay minh bi vo trong mot ban tay xwong xau. That ra né khong
nhin 130 Ezekiel. Anh mét né bj htit vio mét hinh thi trong géc phong, tim
hup va sam t6i, ngodnh mat khoi nhitng vi khach, mac du né tao an twong
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la dang cham chu lang nghe khong s6t 16i nao. Dagbert mai chi muc t&i
hinh thu sat khi d6 dén noi quén kiém soat ban than.

Nhitng Iwdi Itva trong vi 10 hiu hat réi tdit ngdm. Mot man swong nhdp
nhap tran vao phong, va nhitng quyén sach mau moc giang kin cac bitc
twong bi tam dam trong anh sang bién ky quai.

“Ma quy gi thé nay?” Lao Ezekiel vot miéng, kéo tdm chan vo sat nguoi
hon.

“DPé la phép ctia nd,” Lord Grimwald than nhién néi. “Chang bao lau nita
Dagbert sé phat huy hét quyén nang, va tai phép cia né sé manh hon ta.”

“That thé u?” Tién si Bloor wéc lugng thang bé. “Maot y nghi chang thodi
mai cho 6ng, ong Lord Grimwald a.”

“Khong dau. Dagbert sé khong bat tuan. Néu thé no sé chét. N6 biét ro
diéu nay.” Lord Grimwald néi nhw thé con trai khong hé cé mdt trong
phong. “Ta khéng mudn c6 con,” han tiép, “Nhung roi thi phép la nay xdy
dén,” han chi Dagbert, “va ta thay minh khong thé tach khéi diéu d6. Dong
ho cua ta bi nguyén rua, 6ng biét ddy. Hé khi nao mot dia con trai dat t6i
toi da cong luwc, n6 sé quay qua chong lai cha né, roi thi mot trong hai cha
con sé c6 ngwoi chét. Nhung ching t6i, ta va Dagbert, da c6 mot hiép wdc,
sé luon luon hgp tac cung nhau. Phai khong, Dagbert?”

Dagbert gat dau vdi cha mot cai cut 1an.
“Nao, Dagbert, hay tw cha!”

Dagbert mim cudi. Anh sang bién nhat di, nhitng khtic cai trong 16 kéu
leo xeo va bung chay trg lai.

“Tha vi.” Tién si Bloor nhiu may vdi thang bé. “Mién la né st dung tai
phép cua n6 ding cho.”
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“Hay dé mat t6i né gium ta,” Lord Grimwald néi, “Va ta sé lam nhitng gi
ong mudn.”

“Chung toi sé xép ndé vao phong ngt chung cta Charlie Bone,” lao
Ezekiel ha he.

“Xin moi ca hai ngudi ngoi xudng,” tién si Bloor néi. “Dagbert, ldy may
chiéc ghé canh ké sach lai day.”

Thang bé kéo hai chiéc ghé lai gan ban trong khi tién si Bloor tiép,
“Charlie Bone dang tré nén manh ngoai tam kiém soat. Can phdi go cwong
no lai.”

“Chéu c06 thé lam diéu do, thwa ngai.” Dagbert ng6i xudng ghé canh cha

’

no.

Lan dau tién ké tir khi nhitng vi khach téi, cai hinh thu trong béng toi
day mat ra anh sang. Lord Grimwald vo y thd hoc 1én, nhung con trai han
ta tr6 mat nhin gwong mat bi tan pha ctia Manfred Bloor bang vé hai hiing
pha lan khoai chi. Bon vét seo 16n chay tir dwong ng6i téi cam ctia nguwoi
thanh nién. Mi mat han nhim nhiu nhitng mii khau va méi trén bi xach
nguwgc 1én thanh hai phan, khién cho bo mat han mang vé quau quau vinh
vién.

“Khung khiép ha?” Lao Ezekiel ng6 quanh lai thang chat cta minh.
“Nhung chung ta sé tra thu ching, Manfred.”

“Sao lai ra thé?” Lord Grimwald hoi.
“L{i meéo,” tién si Bloor dap.
“Meéo?” Lord Grimwald lap lai, khong tin noi.

“Nhitng con bao,” mot giong dung duc tw phong vang vong ra.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chung xé toac c6 hong no,” tién si Bloor ha thap giong. “Moi tiéng noéi
ra déu khién n6 dau dén.”

“Nhitng con bao.” Mat Dagbert van chua roi khéi bd mat bi hiy hoai.
“Nhitng con bao cua Vua D09,” lai cai giong ghe sg do.

Dagbert quay qua cha. “Chung ta la con chau cua Vua Bo.”

Cha n6 gat dau. “Chinh vi vay ching ta & day.”

“Vay la mi biét cau chuyén vé Vua D6?” Lao Ezekiel lan xe lai gan
Dagbert. “Mi biét la khi vg ngai mat, nha vua vao rirng than khoc chi ¢6 1a
bao di cung. Nhuwng mi c6 biét ngai da bién 14 bao d6 thanh méo khong?
Nhitng con méo bat ti, 1ong chiing sang nhuw Itva, 1t méo d6 xuat hién trong
moi thé hé dé dong hanh vGi nhitng dira tré khuwdce ti sy kiém soat.” Giong
lao Ezekiel ru léen gian dt. “Chinh chung. Nhitng con meo dé da hay hoai
chat cta ta.”

“Tai sao?” Dagbert hoi, rat can dam truéc noi cuoéng dién cua lao gia.
“Charlie Bone,” cdi giong cay cu trong bong toi tra 10i.

“Pung, Charlie Bone,” tién si Bloor thtra nhan. “Ci cho 1a n6 c6 cttu cha
no, nhung lam ra nong noi nay...” 6éng hiéu tredng vung tay vé phia con
trai.

“Ong da tim ra cach tritng phat Charlie Bone chwa?” Lord Grimwald héi.

“Chung t6i hy vong 6ng c6 thé gitip ching t6i.” Tién si Bloor thé phuu
ra. “Charlie cé ban bé, 6ng biét day, dam ban c6 phép hung manh. Ching
né dinh nhau nhw ho.”

“Ho c6 thé bi loang,” Dagbert lang lang néi.
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Mot bau thinh lang kinh ngac theo sau 16i nhan xét nay. Gia dinh Bloor
danh gia Dagbert bang mdi quan tam mgi. Nhung anh mat thang bé dang bi
ghim gilt trong d6i mat sttt seo dang nhin ra né tir trong bong t6i, va tat ca
moi nguoi trong phong déu cdm nhan méi day vo hinh dugce hinh thanh titc
toc gitta Dagbert Endless va Manfred Bloor.

Ezekiel mim cuwdi thoa man. Ting cé nhiéu dia tré duge ban phép thuat
hoc & hoc vién Bloor; khong thiéu dita doc dia mot cach dang hai long,
nhung ldo chac chan chwa dita nao chét ngwdi nhw thang bé phwong Bac cé
d6i mat bang troi nay.

Lord Grimwald ditng day va bat dau di chuyén trong phong bang kiéu di
ldo ddo quai dan cua minh. “Vay la 6ng sé gido duc con trai ta. Thé con ta
sé phai lam gi cho ong?”

“A, bay gid ching ta di vao mau chét van de,” 1do Ezekiel ho héi. “Ong
c6 thé diéu khién bién cd, Lord Grimwald. Mot tai phép khong ai bang, néu
ta o6 thé ndi thé.”

Lord Grimwald nghiéng dau trong khi van tiép tuc liéu xiéu trong phong.

Tién si Bloor noéi, “Cha ctia Charlie, Lyell Bone, hién gio dang & ngoai
bién. Han di huéng tuan trang mat lan th hai vGi vg la Amy. Va bon chiing
da quyét dinh sé di xem ca voi.”

“Xem ca voi!” lao Ezekiel cudi luc cuc. “Bon ngd ngan. Chung dang &
trén mot con thuyén bé teo, séng sé danh thuyén cua ching nghiéng nga,
dén khi m6t con séng cao nhat, 16n nhat, rong nhat sé dim con thuyén
xubng day dai duong, cho Lyell va Amy mai mai ndm lai du6i diy. Ong
nghi sao vé diéu dé, Lord Grimwald?”

“Ta c6 thé lam diéu d6 cho 6ng.” Lord Grimwald dirng buwéc va ngoi
xuong. “Nhung cho ta héi, ngoai tritng phat Charlie Bone, con c6 ly do nao
khac ma 6ng muon dim chét Lyell Bone?”
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“BAN DI CHUC!” ca tién si Bloor va ldo Ezekiel cling dong thanh.
“Ban di chuic?” Lord Grimwald hoi.

“N6 xwa, xwa lam roi, nhwng van con hiéu luc,” 1do Ezekiel néi. “Do 6ng
tang to cua ta, Septimus Bloor, 1ap nam 1865, ngay trwdc khi chét. Lao ay
dé lai moi thit: nha, viron, 1au dai trén bai do nat, nhitng tai san vo gia, tat
tat... tat tat cho con gai lao la Maybelle va bon thtra ké cia mu. Nhung ba di
cda ta, Beatrice, 1a mot phu thuy. Beatrice rat cam ghét Maybelle, nén da
dau doc Maybelle va lam gid mot ban di chiic khac. Ban di chidc nay, ban
gia do, dé lai tdt cd moi thi* cho dng ndi ta, Bertram. Ong ay dé lai tat ca
cho cha ta, sau dé cho ta. Beatrice kh6ng mudén gi cho minh cé — ba ay thay
Maybelle chét va thdy con cai mu bo vo séng nhd trai té ban la man nguyén
r6i.”

“Thw 16i cho sy chdm hiéu cua ta, ngai Bloor, nhung dau la van de?”
Lord Grimwald xoe tay ra. “Duwong nhw ban di chic that khong con ton tai
ntra.”

“Nhung c6 day, n6 van ton tai,” 1do Ezekiel thét gao. “Cé ké da tim thay
né, do la Rufus Raven, chat cia Maybelle. Han da trao cho vo han, Ellen,
ngay trong ngay cuoi.”

“Trao ban di chuc?” Lord Grimwald hoi.

“Khong, khong chinh xac la ban di chic. Ellen dugc trao chiéc hop dung
ban di chiic,” tién si Bloor gidi thich. “Chia khoa da mat va c6 ta khong thé
md& duwgce chiéc hop, nhung Ellen dugce ban phép nhan biét... do vat. Co ta
doan trong hop chira mot thi cuc ky quan trong.”

“Bon ta tin rang Rufus da trao chi€c hop cho Lyell Bone giit cho an
toan,” 1do Ezekiel no6i. “Chuing la ban n6i khd ctia nhau, hdan va Rufus ay.
Bon ta da thuwong lwgng, da c6 doa nat: ‘Dwa cai hop cho bon ta thi mi sé
dwgc mot nita gia tai’. Di nhién bon ta du thé th6i.” Mot nu cwdi quy quyét
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béu ra khéi cap moi héo hat cua lao Ezekiel. “Nhung Rufus khong chiu
nha. Vi vay bon ta budc phai khit han vGi con vo kho khao ctia han. Mot tai
nan thwong tam do mot thg may xe dwoc ta trd cong bay bo. Thang con cta
ching s6ng s6t, nhung né chang biét ti ti gi.”

“Tén nd la Billy,” tién s Bloor noéi. “Bon ta dang gitt n6 & day. N6 8 tudi
va c6 thé néi chuyén véi tha vat.”

“Loi hai ghé,” Dagbert thich thu.

Lao Ezekiel cuwoi gan. “Tai phép cta Billy dén gio cha c6 1gi 10c gi cho
no. Nhv Thuong Hai nay la vi du.” Lao bat ngon tay. “Thuong Hai, lai
day.”

Mot con cho gia khu dé tir dwdi gam ban hién ra. Mat né bi khuat tit
trong m& da béo nhéo chdy x&, bd vé ngan ciin cdn hau nhw khong d& noi
than hinh uc ich cta n6. Moi Dagbert tén 1én ghé tdm khi con vat ¢ hy va
di vom miéng nuwéc dai long rong vao tdm chan cta lao Ezekiel.

“Billy goi n6 1a May Phic,” lao Ezekiel n6i. “Cé troi mai biét tai sao.
Con ché nay hiéu dwoc may 10i lao nhdo cta Billy nhung lai cha hiéu
nhitng gi bon ta noi. Buém voi lai,” 1ao Ezekiel huo doi tay cong queo 1én
khoi dau, “véi lai... tiéc sinh nhat, 1a tat ca nhitng gi n6 biét. Vi vay né
khong thé mach 1éo Billy chiit gi vé cudc chuyén tro ctia bon ta, hay veé su
thira ké cua n6.”

“Lao chac khong d6?” Dagbert nghi ngo tia con ché.

“Hoan toan,” tién si Bloor néi. “Nhitng tir duy nhat con cho6 do biét 1a tén
no: Thuong Hai hodac May Phuc.”

biéu nay khong han ding. May Phtic khong du kha nang dé hiéu hét
ting 101 dugce néi ra, nhung n6 hiéu mach cam xtc & trong phong. N6 biét
bon ho dang néi vé ban cda no, Billy, va linh cdm hai ké la mat kia mang
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dén tai hoa. Ho pha mui swong va go muc. Da ho lanh va tron nhay, va
trong giong noi ctia ho cdé am vang tiéng song dap vao bo da. Mat thang bé
nhoang nhoang nhw nwéc dong bang, va mat ctia nguwdi dan 6ng ké vé
nhitng con tau dam va nhitng nguwoi bi chét dudi thuwong tam. May Phiic sé
mo ta tat ca nhitng diéu nay cho Billy, sau dé Billy sé n6i chuyén véi ba
bép trwdng. Va ba bép trudng sé cho May Phiic mét cuc xwong to, May
Phic hy vong vay. Con ché gia hudng ra cira, ngic ngoac cai dudi trui luai
va danh mot phat ram khi nghi vé cuc xwong hang ao wéc.

Co tiéng go ctra 16n va, khi ctra m&, May Phiic hép tap sugt qua Weedon
ra hanh lang.

“Ba bép trudng da don xong bita t6i,” Weedon thong bdo mot cach cuc

g

Cal.

“A!” tién si Bloor dap hai ban tay vao nhau. “Phong an & cudi hanh lang.
bi hwdng nay, xin mdi moi nguoi.”

Trong khi hai vi khach di theo tién si Bloor, mot phu nit nhé nhan tir
phong an hién ra. Ba bép trwédng da tron tria hon ngay trdc, mai téc den
gio hoi nga xam, nhung guwong mat hong hao van lwu lai nhitng nét xinh
dep thoi tré. Trong thdy tién si Bloor va khach, ba ditng nép qua bén cho ho
di qua.

“Cam on, ba bép trudng,” tién si Bloor noi.

Ba bép trudng gat dau, bong bat giac rung minh. Ba bum chiéc khan mui
xoa lén mat va l1at dat di khoi. Tim ba dap nhanh dén n6i May Phic ciling
nghe thay khi ba chay theo sau n6 xuéng cau thang.

“Qi, hai hung! Oi, kinh hoang! D6 1a han. La han day. Oi, May Phic, ta
phai lam gi day? Sao han lai & day? Sao lai la bay gio?”
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Ba bép trwdng buwon vao can tin xanh da trdi, vGi May Phic ké séat nut.
Chiéc khan mui xoa van bit chdt miéng ba nhu thé tirng luong khong khi ba
hit vao déu bi dau doc.

“Ba bép trudng, chuyén gi vay a?”

Ba bép tredng da khong thay thang bé toc trang dang ngoi bén cai ban
trong goc.

“Q, Billy, cung. Ta bang hoang qui.” Ba kéo mot chiéc ghé ra va ngbi
xuong canh n6. “Cé mot ngwoi dan ong & day. Han... han...” ba lac dau.
“Billy, ta can phai n6i véi con. Chinh han da dim chét cha me ta, quét sach
nha cira cda ta va giét hai vi hén phu cua ta, tat ca chi vi ta khong cuéi

2

han.

Po6i mit mau rugu vang doé caa Billy tron tron kinh hai. “O day? Nhung
tai sao?”

“Ta khong ly gidi dugc cho con hiéu. C6 gi d6 lién quan t6i thang bé ma
han mang theo, ta nghi vay.” Ba bép trwdng hi miii va giat chiéc khan mui
X0a vao tay do. “Tén han la Grimwald. Chuyén da b6n muwoi nam roi. Ta
khong biét han con nhan ra ta khong. Nhung rai han nhan ra...” ba nham
mat lai c6 gat di nhitng noi kinh hoang khong thé twdng twgng dugc. “Néu
han nhén ra, ta budc phai roi khoi day.”

“Roi khoi day? Khong thé dwoc, ba bép tredng!” Billy bat day va vong
tay 6m c6 ba bép trudng. “Con sé ra sao néu khong c6 ba? Ba khong thé di
duwoc. Ba dung di. Lam on dung di, ma.”

Ba bép trudng lac dau. “Ta khong biét, Billy. Ba titng c6 rat nhiéu nguoi
khting khiép tdi noi nay, nhung han la ké kinh khing nhat. Néu thang bé
kia c6 chut gi giong han, ching ta sé nguy khon, tin ta di.”
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Bat thinh linh May Phiic chom hai chan 1én dui ba bép truéng va ngtra
dau ra sau, tru 1én mot tiéng thé lwong dén noi Billy phai bit tai lai.

“No6 biét,” Billy thi tham. “N6é muon néi vGi con diéu gi d6, nhung con
khong chac minh c6 muon nghe khong.”
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CHARLIE BONE 6: CHARLIE BONE VA SOI
HOANG

Jenny Nimmo

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 2

DAGBERT ENDLESS

Sang thit Hai c6 mdt thang hoc tro md&i xuat hién & hoc vién Bloor. N6
mac 4o chung xanh da troi, dong phuc ctia khoa Nhac. Charlie gdp n6 lan
dau tién & trong phong Tap Hop. Bon hoc sinh khoa nhac cé dan nhac
rieng, va hom nay anh ban than caa Charlie, Fidelio, choi violin chinh. Cau
chang cam cay vi vay vay Charlie ding ltc thay tredng khoa Nhac, gido sw
Saltweather, buéce 1én san khau.

“Ai do?” Co giong noi lot vo tai Charlie.

Charlie nhin quanh thi thdy mot thang bé cao hon né ca tdc, téc dai,
trong wot regt va mat xanh bién.

“Ai la ai?”Charlie héi lai.
“Thang dan violin.”

“Tén anh dy la Fidelio Gunn,” Charlie dap. “Anh ay la mot nguwdi ban
cua tg.”

“Thé 4? N6 danh violin giéi khong?”
“Kjét xuat luén. A nhan tién, minh 1a Charlie.”

Gido su Saltweather gio tay 1én ra hiéu im lang, va dan nhac troi 1én.
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Ba muoi phit sau thang bé méi t&i dudi kip Charlie khi n6 roi phong
Tap Hop. Thang do6 dui cho Charlie mét bitc thw. Nhin mot cai 1a Charlie
chang thich ti nao. N6 nhan ra loai giay c6 tiéu dé cua hoc vién Bloor. Véi
ndi dung in theo 16i chit to, bay buém nhu sau:

Charlie Bone dugc chi dinh la giam sat chinh thirc cua Dagbert Endless.
Charlie sé chi dan cho Dagbert tit ca nhitng vi tri lién quan dén mot hoc
sinh khoa Nhac nam th hai. Béng thdi Charlie sé truyén dat cho Dagbert
nhitng quy tac va luat 1é ctia hoc vién, cling nhv moi thong tin vé trang
phuc va nhitng do dung hoc tap bat budc. Néu Dagbert Endless vi pham bat
ky noi quy nao cua hoc viéen, Charlie Bone sé phai chiu trach nhiém.

Charlie nu6t nwéc miéng danh wc.

“Dé la toi,” thang bé noi, chi vao tén minh trong bitc thw. “Dagbert
Endless.”

Charlie 1ap bap. “T6i thac mac tai sao ho lai chon t6i.”

“Bdi vi anh duge ban phép thuat,” Dagbert bao no. “Toi cling vay.
Nhung t6i mu tit nhac. Tuy nhién t6i sé khong phién néu hoc tréng. Con
anh?”

“T6i? O, toi thoi kén trumpet,” Charlie dap. N6 tw hoi sao thang nay lai
vao treong tré nhuw vay. Trong khi bon ching da hoc gan hét mét nira hoc
ky hai r6i.”

“T6i dén ti phwong Bac,” Dagbert cho Charlie biét. “Phwong Bac rat, rat
xa x0i. Toi da hoc & hoc vién Loth nhwng ho dudi t6i.”

Charlie 1ap titc quan tam. “V1i sao?”

“C6 mot vu chét dudi,” thang bé noi tinh queo. “Khong phai 16i tai t6i, di
nhién, nhung anh thira biét nhitng bac phu huynh thé nao. Ho muén tra thu
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va ai d6 da noi cho ho biét tén t6i.” Dagbert ha giong. “Han khong yén lau
dau, td6i bdo ddm vdi anh day.”

‘(Ai"')J)
“Ké mach 1éo.”

Chting da ra téi tién sanh va Charlie ham mu6n nghe chi tiét vu chét du6i
kinh hoang dén no6i né quén mat ndi quy. “Thé, chuyén xay ra lam sao?”

“Im lang trong tién sanh, Charlie Bone,” mot trong nhitng huynh trueéng
nhac to, chi nay vui tinh, hiém khi phat cam ttc.

“L6i nay,” Charlie thi thao, huych khiy tay Dagbert.

Chtng budc tdi canh ctra bén duwéi hinh hai cay ken trumpet bat chéo
nhau. Vwra qua cwa Charlie néi, “T6i mung la chi Fiona tryc chit khong
phéi Manfred Bloor.”

“Manfred thi sao?” Dagbert hoi.

Charlie khong thich 4nh mat Dagbert ban vao minh. “Khéng cé chi.”
Nhanh chéng chuyén dé tai, Charlie giadi thich rang chiing dang & trong
phong dé o khoac xanh da troi. “Hoc sinh khoa Kich mac do chung tim,
ctra phong dé ao khoac bén d6 ¢ dwdi hai chiéc mat na; con hai cay bt vé
bat chéo chi cho cho hoc sinh My Thuat di. Ho mac ao chung xanh 14 cay.
Moi khoa con cé cang-tin riéng nita. Nhung tdt ca ching ta cung hoc
chung, chi trir khi nao hoc nhac, hoa hay kich thoi.”

Bon tré bat dau bu quanh Dagbert. N6 tir dau dén? Sao né & day? NO co
song trong thanh phd khong?

Charlie nhan ra Billy Raven ngoi trong mot goc. Vira trong thay Dagbert,
thang nho li€c nhin Charlie mét cai day lo lang va bé chay. Dagbert dom
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theo thang bé bach tang r6i chuyén tro véi nhitng dita khac. N6 khong néi
v6i dita nao nhitng diéu né vira mdi ndi vdi Charlie. Chi bao rang n6 s6ng
trén lau mot ctra hang ban ca.

“T6i thich ca 1am, anh biét ddy.” N6 mim cuwdi vdi Charlie ra diéu chi tui
minh biét thoi.

“N6 la mot con ca quai dan,” Fidelio lao thao vo tai Charlie.

Charlie cwoi toét. Dagbert thay dau Fidelio chum sat vao dau Charlie thi
nu cwoi tat phut khéi gwong mat n6. Mat né bat than tré nén lanh bang dén
mutc khién cho mot con rung minh chay khap séng lwng Charlie.

“Keé tiép la gio tiéng Anh,” Charlie n6i. “T6t hon tui minh t6i phong thay
Carp di.”

“Ban sé vui thich cho coi, Dagbert?” Fidelio ndi. “Carp c6 nghia la mot
con ca chép sac sd.”

Dagbert khong cuoi. “Chi dwong cho t6i,” no ra lénh.

Chung roi phong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi va len 16i gitta nhitng t6p hoc
tro do chung xanh da troi, xanh 14 cay, hodc tim téa di khap moi huéng.

Thay Carp la nguwdi map chac, mat dé gay, lic nao ciling dong chinh té 4o
ghi-1é soc va com-1é xam lich 1am. Thay cho rang Charlie Bone khién minh
ngra mat, phan vi mai téc bom xom cta né, phan nita vi tam tri n6 hay dé
dau dau. No chua la hay lo xa va thinh thoang lai twong mot cau tra 10i dG
dan lam cho cé 16p bo ra cudi.

“Tro, ngoi kia,” thdy bdo Dagbert. “Puing, ké bén Charlie Bone. Toi
duwgc biét ciu ta la gidm sat ctia em, mac du theo y cta t6i thi chinh cau ta
mdi can nguwdi gidam sat.” Thay Carp bat cudi tredc cau dua ctia minh trong
khi ca 1¢p im thin thit.
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Dagbert ngdi vao ban ké& bén Charlie. O phia bén kia Charlie, Fidelio
nhwéng mot chan may lén. Tiéng ghé ca san nha, ca 16p ngoi xuéng va bai
hoc vé dau cham cau bat dau.

Suo6t thoi gian con lai trong ngay Dagbert deo dinh Charlie nhw dia doi.
D6 khong phai la 16i cua Dagbert, Charlie 1ap luan, nhwng n6é dang dan gay
tai hai dén cac quan hé ban bé cua Charlie. Hai nhé ban Emma va Olivia tGi
choi v6i Charlie trong gio nghi giai lao, nhwng tinh hinh bong chuyén xau
khi Olivia phan rang Dagbert tanh mui ca. Charlie da dinh ninh cai mui do
pha ra tit khu nha bép, nhung gio thi né nhan thdy Olivia n6i ding.

Phan &ng cta Dagbert khién Charlie ngd ngang. “Tui nay nghi may
ngwoi boc mui nwdc hoa ré tién, Charlie nhi?” N6 nhay mat Charlie, thang
nay md mom dinh phan déi thi Dagbert tiép. “Tui nay nghi hai nguoi 16i
thoi 1éch théch qua di. Nhat 1a may kiéu toc 16 bich d6.”

“T@... khong...” Charlie ca lam.

Emma sittng s nhin no, trong khi Olivia tra treo, “Ra vay. Hw, ching toi
biét minh dang ditng & dau, c6é ding khong?” Con nhé chup canh tay
Emma va kéo xéch di. BPugc vai budc, Olivia quay lai, hét 16n, “T¢ luon
biét dang 4y la do liva ddo ma, Charlie Bone. Lira ddo va d6i tra.”

Péang 1é Charlie Bone da chay theo bon con gai, nhung cau néi dau x6c
cta Olivia chan n6 khuyng lai. Phdi chang con nho ludon nghi né la do ltra
dado? NO nhin hai dita con géi bang qua san. Trong do khoac do va quan bo
den, trong Olivia khong luém thudm ti nao. Mot chiéc mii n6i xinh xinh
bang nhung den doi trén mai toc nau diém nhitng vét den va vang éng cta
con nho. Charlie chwa kip khen Olivia thi Dagbert da ném ra cai cau nhan
xét chét nguwoi do roi. Hom nay tham chi cd Emma cling rat duyén dang,
v&i mai toéc vang cudn thang 1én dinh dau.
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“Mac cho tui n6 di,” Dagbert néi. “Tui minh dw biét ngit ching né. Bon
dau rong.”

“Dep xung ‘tui minh’ di,” Charlie n6i doa. “Chuing ta khong cting quan
diém gi hét. Cac ban géi d6 khong hé dau rong.”

Dagbert tang 16 cau nay. “Anh hita sé chi cho t6i lau dai do. Tu day toi
c6 thé thady nhitng bitc twong. Pi thoi.”

O cudi san choi, nhitng bitc twong dé bam cua lau dai an hién giita tang
cdy. Nhin dong do nat, that kho tin Vua Do da tirng xay cung dién ¢ do6. Doi
khi Charlie ldy dong tan tich d6 lam noi nwong nau, nhung thwong thi
nhitng bitc twong cao voi ludn tao cam gidc on én, ggi nhac vé thoi qua khi
tang thwong cua lau dai.

“Ban tu di di,” Charlie bdo Dagbert. “T6i muon n6i chuyén vGi ngudi
khac.” N6 da thay anh ban Gabriel Silk dang lo ngo tién vé phia chiing.

Khi Gabriel dén gan, Dagbert hét 1én am 1. “Anh no6i phai, Charlie. Bing
l1a ké thua cudc.”

Chang may dung lic d6 Gabriel tinh co di ngang qua Bragger Braine, ké
bat nat khét tiéng nam hai. Bragger cung véi dam con trai vay quanh han
dom mai toc dai va bé mat thiéu ndo ctia Gabriel roi pha 1én cwdoi doc dia.

“Gabe!” Charlie hét goi.

Nhung Gabriel da chay mat tiéu. Charlie ddo quét khap san, cudi cung
thdy Gabriel chay vé phia ctra vuon.

“Dagbert, sao may no6i vay?” Charlie dién tiét. “Gabriel rat nhay cam.
Tao khong biét phai gidi thich lam sao vé&i anh dy day.”
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“T6i coc quan tam,” Dagbert tinh bo. “Ai thém mot thang ban nhw thé?
Han tham chi con khong thé mac dwgc do cii.”

“Tai anh dy khong thé. Anh ay chiu moi cdm xuc cta tit cd nhitng ai da
madc chiéc do do6 trwdc anh dy.” Charlie ddm chan. “Néu may mudn xem
khu do nat thi tw ma di 14y.”

Gian 106i dinh, Charlie dung dung bo di khoi Dagbert va hudng vao
treong. Ty dung mui ca tanh won n6i 1én nong nac dén noi no suyt 6i mita.
That nhe nhom khi vao trong tién sanh va déng cita chan cai mui nghet tha
do lai. Charlie chay t&i phong dé 4o khoac xanh da trdi, noi Gabriel thuwong
lanh nan khi cé chuyén khéng hay. Nhung thay vi gap Gabriel, né thay
Billy Raven ng6i thu lu & dau mot bang ghé.

“Billy, em c6 thdy anh Gabriel dau khéng?” Charlie héi.
Billy lac dau. Trong thac thém bat an.
“Em sao vay?” Charlie ng6i xuéng canh thang bé con.

“Anh can phai biét doi chut vé thang Dagbert do,” Billy néi, “May Phtc
bao vdi em...”

“Pay roi!” Dagbert hién ra & ngwdng ctra, mat no tro trdo va mui ca da bi
ché ngy. Hinh nhw n6 c6 thé xa hay bit cai mui dé lai. “Anh c6 may nguoi
ban quai dan qua, Charlie Bone.”

“Nay,” Charlie c6 hét sttc gilt binh tinh. “Tao khong phién lam giam sat
cho may, nhung hay dé cac ban ctia tao yén, kéo khong thi...”

“Thi sao?” Mat Dagbert danh lai.

Charlie khong thé nghi ra 16i d6i dap.
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“Khong thi chang sao cd,” Dagbert trd 10i gium né. “May cha c6 phép gi
sat, Charlie Bone. Cho nén may phai lgi dung nguoi khac.”

Charlie dang ban suy nghi, n6 da tong tién ba dita trong dam ban minh.
Nhung luon con Tancred va Lysander. N6 nhin Dagbert cham cham, nhung
thdng ngwdi ca nay du co la gi chang nita cling khong phai 1a ké doc tam tri.

Sau bita t6i, trong khi bon tré khac dén cac 16p hoc ctia ching, Charlie
dan Dagbert tGi phong Nha Vua.

“Phong Nha Vua la gi?” Dagbert hoi khi ching leo 1én nhitng cau thang
hep & cudi toa nha.

“P6 la noi treo bitc chan dung Vua Bo6. Tat cad nhitng dita tré dwgc ban
phép thuat déu phai lam bai tap vé nha & dé. Bdi vi chiing ta la hdu dué cta

Vua Do.”

“Vay la toi sap gap nhitng ngwdi con lai.” Dagbert vugt 1én truwéc
Charlie. Bén ltic Charlie t6i canh ctta cao mau den cua phong Nha Vua,
Dagbert da vao bén trong. Charlie thdy né dang ng6 chong choc nhitng ké
sach ép sat cac bic twong cong.

“Mot can phong hinh tron,” Dagbert nhan xét ra vé thoa chi. “Va mot cai
ban tron. Giong thdi vua Arthurl qua ta.”

C6 bon dita nita di vao: Joshua Tilpin, Dorcas L.oom va hai chi em sinh
doi, Inez va Idith.

“Nao, dé coi,” Dagbert nhin xia vao Joshua. “Théi tir tinh.”
Joshua cuoi tét 1ét.

“Té6t, tot.” Dagbert quay qua Dorcas, dang xép sach v& ctia né cho ngay
ngan trén ban. “Con day thi ém bua quan do?”
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“Sao may biét?” Dorcas héi — n6 la mot dira con gai bi thit, mat hup hip,
toc vang roi tit.

“T6i khong biét,” Dagbert thti nhan. “C6 ngudi bao cho tdi biét.”

“Con chung toi la nguoi siéu nang,” mot trong hai chi em sinh doi tuyén
bo. Cha ai phan biét dugce la dita nao. Ca hai déu mat nhgt, tro nhw buip bé,
toc den bong lang. Dai téc ngang tran chay mdét duwong thang xoet ngay
phia trén mat ching — nhitng con mat den khong bao gio biéu 16 mot
thodng cam xuc. “May la ai?” Van con dé ndi.

“T6i 1a nguwoi cd cai tén mang nghia la vinh citu nhw bién ca.” Dagbert
mim cwoi voi bon chung. “Tén toi la Dagbert.”

Hai di¥a sinh d6i ha h6c mom trwdc thang bé. Khong dira nao héi thém
cau nao nira.

Charlie cdm thdy thap thém, mot minh trong phong vGi bon dita khong
gidu giém la ké thu cia n6, va dia tht nam r6 rang khong thé coi 1a ban.
N6 thd danh phao khi Tancred va Lysander xuat hién.

Tancred dang hung phan manh liét — chiéc 4o chung xanh 14 cay tung
phong 1én quanh nguwdi anh nhw lan may, mai téc vang dyng ditng va sach
vd khong ngirng bay phap phéu khéi tay anh. Khi anh dat dong bai tap vé
nha lén ban, mo6t luéng gié manh thoi u u quanh phong, boc gidy ma lén
khong va cudn lan but chi, but myc trén chiéc ban tron.

“Po6 troi danh thanh vat, anh khong hoc duwgce cach kiém soat minh sao,
Tancred Torsson?” Dorcas lau bau khi ctii xuéng nhat mot quyén tap.

Trudc khi Tancred kip tra 10i trd von, Dagbert gao 1én, “Ké tao bao! Rat
han hanh. Téi la Dagbert Endless.” N6 san t6i hai anh 16n va bat tay ho.
“Con anh chac chan la Lysander Sage, ngudi goi hon.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Lysander, nguwdi Phi chau, nhéch véi Dagbert mot nu cuwdi lanh nhat.

Dagbert khong dém xia tGi ba dita vO tiép theo. Co y tranh Charlie,
Emma kiém cho6 ngo6i bén Tancred, va Gabriel & phia kia con nhé. Chi c6
Billy chon ng6i gan Charlie. Lan nay la vi né bat phai tia nhin 6n xwong
cta thang méi dén.

Pang ra con mot thanh vién tht muoi hai cia nhom nay, nhung Asa Pike
da chang con thdy dau sudt mdy tuan nay. Charlie chgt nhan ra minh nhg
cai anh cuu hoc sinh 16p sau 1éo khéo, toc do lwa thwa va mat vang nhw mat
soi, t0 cdo tai phép kinh khing ctia minh &y.

Lysander la nhan vat 16n tudi nhat trong dam dwoc ban phép thuat, vi vay
anh dwgc giao nhiém vu trong coi phong lam bai tap vé nha. Anh thtra
huwéng phong théi lanh dao rat tw nhién tir cha minh, tham phan Sage lirng
danh. Joshua, Dorcas va hai dita sinh d6i c6 y mu6n nan gan vi tri cua
Lysander, nhung ching tron tron anh chau Phi cao 16n nay, va cho té6i nay,
chwa diva nao dam c6ng khai chong ddi anh.

“S6 mudoi hai cia ching ta dau r6i?” Dagbert hoi. “To6i dwgc bao la c6
mot tén nguwoi soi co ma.”

“Pa c6,” Lysander lang lang néi. “Cau dy khong con & vdi chiing ta nita.
Lam bai tap cua cau di, ngay.”

Dagbert cung ciic m& mot quyén tap ra va bat dau doc.

Charlie khong sao tap trung dugc. N6 ngwdc nhin bic chan dung Vua DBo
r6i lai nhin dong ho treo twong. Khi Manfred ngoi ghé phu trach phong Nha
Vua, han luon quat Charlie phdi nhin khéi bitc tranh ma tap trung vao bai
tap vé nha. Charlie luén ao wéc di vao bitc tranh dé dé néi chuyén vdi nha
vua, nhung khong thé dwgc. Pang sau nha vua c6 thay bua Harken, mét cai
béng chdn ditng moi c6 gang tiép can t6 tién minh cia Charlie.
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C6 lan cai béng d6 da song ra, nhwng bay gid han bi nhot lai roi — mot bo
dang 1 &, cam han ma Charlie cdm nhan khi nhin han. Nhung t6i khong can
phai tiép can nha vua nita, né tham noéi véi cai bong, bdi vi toi da tim thay
cha t6i r6i, va 6ng khong lam gi dwgc nita dau.

Con mot ké khac cling dang nhin Charlie. D6i mat xanh bién cta
Dagbert gan chdt vao né. Charlie 1ap titc ha anh mat xudng va c6 chi tam
vao bai tap vé nha.

Ltc 8 gio tat cd moi nguwoi dong sach vé lai va luc tuc ra khéi phong Nha
Vua.

Truwdc khi Dagbert dudi kip bon chiing, Charlie thi tham véi Billy,
“Mudn vé nha anh cudi tuan nay khéng?”

“Mu6n chit. Em c6 nhiéu chuyén...”

“Hé! Cho toi v6i!” giong Dagbert 1éo nhéo dang sau ching. “Anh phai
chi phong ngu chung cho t6i ma.”

“T6i twdng ba giam thi da chi cho ciu r6i chiz,” Charlie néi.

“Ba ay chi r6i, nhwng t6i quén mat,” Dagbert cwdi rudi va bat kip Charlie
trong dang di ldo dao chui vé truedc quai di cda no.

Billy Raven linh le.

“Thang oat do khién t6i thdy 6n,” Dagbert nhan xét khi nhin thang bé
bach tang dang lui di.

“Cau cling khién n6 6n twong tw,” Charlie béo.

“Tai sao?” Dagbert to vé ngac nhién that su.
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Charlie tang t6c khong tra 10i. N6 tw héi Dagbert sé nga ¢ dau. Moi
giwong trong phong ngu chung cia né déu da c6 nguwdi. Cho nén thang mai
vao ngu sé khong gy nguy hiém. Hay la c6? Phia trwdc, n6 thay Gabriel
Silk ditng ngoai hanh lang. Trong rat quan tri. Charlie goi anh, nhung anh
quay ngoat va di vo mot canh ctra xa hon mot chuit.

“Cai gi thé khong biét?” Charlie budc vo phong ngua chung cua no,
Dagbert ndi got.

Fidelio dang ng6i trén chiéc giwvong ké giwong cta Charlie. “Ho chuyén
Gabriel di r6i,” anh no6i. “T6i nghiép Gabe. Bat cong qua. Ho xép anh ay
gan v&i Damian Smerk.”

Charlie thd héc 1én. “Ké thu té hai nhét cia anh ay!”
Dagbert b6 nhao t6i chiéc giwong tirng 1a giwong ctia Gabriel.

“Gio thi tui minh biét ly do Gabriel bi truc xudt roi,” Fidelio lam bam,
quay dau vé hwéng Dagbert.

Charlie ha giong. “Em bi budc phai trong coi n6. Em doan chinh vi vay
ma ba giam thi xép né vé6 day.”

Nhitng dita con trai khac bat dau di vao: ba dita nam nhat va nam dira
nam hai do Bragger Braine va ké no 1é doc long cua han, Rupe Small, dan
dau. Dagbert phét 10 tui d6. Biéu nay that ngac nhién, cé thé doan ra né chi
rap tam két than véi bon dwgc ban phép thuat ma thoi. Co 1€ n6 cho rang li
con trai binh thvong khong boé cong lam quen — Charlie nght.

Bragger Braine dirng lai & dau giwvong Dagbert va ra 1énh cho thang méi
tGi phai tw gidi thiéu. Dagbert van diém nhién chuyén quan 4o tir gié xach
vao tu ngan kéo canh givong no.
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“Tao dang noéi chuyén véi may, thang kia,” Bragger hach sach, bo mat
mii tet héch twa ché puc ctia n6 do lung 1én.

“Tra 10i!” Rupe Small the thé hua theo.
“Tra 101, tra 10i, trd 16i mau!” bon khac la 6ng ong.

Charlie bong nhién thay minh phai bénh vic thang bé méi. “Dé né yén,”
Charlie noi.

“Ai hoi may, Charlie Bone?” Thang nam ba by con quat.

“Toi chiu trach nhiém giam sat n6,” Charlie n6i dong dac. “Tén né la
Dagbert Endless.”

“Tao nghi né la mé6t trong bon quai dam ‘dwgc ban phép thuat’,” Rupe
vlra ré len vira cuoi hon hon.

Charlie thay Rupe con dang ghét hon cd Bragger. Giong néi thi gat nhuw
ngua hi. N6 to to theo tirng budc chan Bragger, doi mat giong mat ché ma
to, khong bao gid hé hé ntra 16i trir phi n6 biét chac chan la Bragger dong y.

“Ho khong quai ddm,” Fidelio binh than phéan doi.

“Him. Vay may hoc gi, thang md&i?” Bragger leo l1én thanh dang chan
givong cta Dagbert. “Cdo 16i vi tao n6i vay, nhung Endless khong phai la
mot cai tén.”

Bat ngd Dagbert ditng thang 1én. N6 cam do6i mat xanh bién vao Bragger
va noi, “Tén tao vinh cttu nhw dai dwong, va tao dim chét ngwoi.”

Ban chan ctia Bragger truot khoi thanh givong va né nga ngira xuéng

Y

San.

Khong dita nao pha 1én cuoi.
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Chac chan 1a mot thang khac trong dam da truyén di tin tic vé Dagbert,
chit bao dam khong phai Bragger. S¢ mat hon via dén noi bo ngira ra san
chang c6 gi hay ho ma khoe khoang ca.

Loi don dai lan nhanh nhw chép. Lodng céi tham chi cd dita ndm nhat lo
mo nhat ciing da biét tin: Dagbert Endless dim chét nguoi.

Nhung dim bang cach nao? Cau héi d6 lwéng vwedng trong tam tri moi
ngwoi. Vo nha tam budi t6i, that dé nhan thdy bon nho hitng nwéc vao bon
can nhu thé nao. C6 dita quyét dinh khong tam bon nita va chon tam voi
sen lanh ngat trong nhitng phong thay do khéng duwgc swdi am. Ma la vao
thang hai. Vay du biét chiing lo sg téi cd nao.

“Ching may bi ma quy gi am vay?” Ba giam thi gam gtr. “Bon bay hay
kéu réu la khéng du nwdc tam co ma. Giog, ty nhién dia nao cling ding
duwng, chi 1ay nwéc hau nhw khong du riva dau goi la sao.”

Moi nguwoi bat dau lang tranh Charlie béi vi Dagbert luén luén cap ke
bén canh né. Trong nhitng tro choi dong doi, Charlie ludn la di¥a cudi cung
dwgc chon, ot nhw thang méi dén vinh vién dinh vao Charlie, va dita nao
chon Charlie vé phe minh tiéc 1a phdi ganh trach nhiém vé Dagbert-dim-
chét-nguoi luon.
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Di nhién ciing c6 ngoai 16. Ngwoi ta khong thé dit lia Joshua, Dorcas,
hai chi em sinh doi ra khoi Dagbert. Vi vay Charlie danh phai di chung dam
v6i bon nd. Viéc nay khién né mét phd vi ct phdi nghe bon ching bdc phét
vé nhitng phép ky tai cia minh. Tuy nhién, né cling rang xoay x& dé biét
dwogc diéu hitu ich.

Bon ching dang ng6i trong phong Nha Vua, chd gio bai tap vé nha bat
dau. Lysander va Tancred chwa tGi, Billy dang ban kiém mot cuén sach
tham khao, Emma t6i tré, con Gabriel nam tram xa du@ng bénh s6t siéu vi.

Charlie da mé& sach lich st ra, gia bo ghi chi vé cudc chién gianh Poc
Lap cua My. Tiéng ru ri ban doi dién dwgc gitt & mirc tham thi, thinh
thodng xen tiéng cudi hinh hich ctia Dorcas. Va r6i, tinh c@, Charlie nghe
lom: “Ba 4y day tao moi chiéu vé ém bua quan do.”

Dorcas dang tam vé ba c6 Venetia ctia Charlie. Charlie lién ha thap dau
xuong va m@ banh tai ra nghe ngong.

“Véi lai ba dy da ké cho tao nghe vé 1do. Ba &y muon lay lao la vi, th
nhat, 1do giau c6, va thi¢ nita, thang con tt ctia lao dwgc ban phép thuat —
chi it ba Venetia nghi n6 la...” Dorcas im bat va Charlie cAm thady mat con
nho gam vao minh. N6 van cti thap, nhung Dorcas noéi tiép khé dén do no
chi nghe bap bém dwgc vai tir la lung. Nhw 1a “Arthur Shellhorn, thudc doc,
chudi hat, suy tim... c6 mé Ii... ddm cuéi...”

That dé doan ndi dung con lai, va Charlie chang can lau mé&i suy ra ba c6
minh dd 1am gi. Ong cau Paton da canh b4o né ba c6 Venetia khong ngai
lam ké sat nhan, va 6ng no6i dung. Mu da dau déc vg cua Arthur Shellhorn
bang mot xau chudi khién tim ba ngirng dap, xong mu x6ng cé mé vao ao
khoac cta Arthur. Va Arthur toi nghiép bi ltva phinh da nai ni ba co Venetia
cuwGi minh.
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Dén day thi Lysander va Tancred lwét vo, anh bao t6 trong con xic dong
hon thuong le.

“Xin 16i ching to6i tré,” Lysander néi. “Chung t6i da ban hop. Rat vui
thdy cac ban ty giac v6i cong viéc cia minh. Billy dau?”

“Pay. Em day.” Billy lét bét tudn qua ctta, véi Emma theo sau vai budc.

Im ldng rét dop xudng. Tat ca cui xuéng sach vé cua minh. Gio bai tap
vé nha bat dau.

Charlie givong mat dom nhitng trang gido khoa lich stt ma chang thay gi.
Pau 6c no lang bang tan dau tan dau. N6 dang c6 twéng twgng xem c6 mot
ba me ké nhu ba c6 Venetia thi thé nao: ké dau doc, phu thay, tén sat nhan.
N6 néng long gip Ong cau Paton qua di mat. Con nhitng mot dém nita, n6
nghi, khi d6 no sé thoat khéi Dagbert Endless. N6 sé ng6i ¢ nha, an bita toi
mé ly cua ngoai Maisie.

Nhuwng ma khong dugc thé.

Vao dém tht Nam, chi nam phtt sau khi dén tat, Dagbert quyét dinh ké
chuyén gio di ngu.

“No6i chuyén sau khi den tat la vi pham ndi quy,” tiéng thi tham nhac nh&
cta Charlie chang xi nhé gi vGi Dagbert, cho nén n6 nang tiéng thi tham lén
mot nac nita. “Cau sé bi cam tac.”

“Ai bao?” Dagbert cai lai.

“Cur dé no ké di,” Bragger hang hai tir phia bén phai Dagbert.

“U, dé no ké di,” Rupe the thé. “May 1a do pha binh, Charlie Bone.”
Fidelio lau bau. “R6i may sé khong thdy tiém ban ca ctia may vao dém

thr Sau dau, Bertie(1).”
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((1)Bertie 1a tén thuong dat cho cho va ngua va la tén con gai. Fidelio
goi Dagbert la Bertie c6 ham y khinh miét.)

“Mubn cugc khong?” Dagbert cwoi khay. “Véi lai ding goi toi la
Bertie.”

Fidelio lat sap ngwoi xuoéng va vo cho goi ctia minh phong lai.

Gan c0 1én, Dagbert tiép tuc cau chuyén cta né. Mot cau chuyén vira do
vitra dugc ké té. BPuwong nhién cha c6 gi buén cwdi mdc du Rupe va Bragger
c cudi khuc khich. Chuyén vé ngudi ca luén khién Charlie ngap. N6 ngéap
that va nham mat lai.

Hai gidy sau, ctta bat mé tung va ba giam thi ram rap budc vo phong. Ba
ta bat den 1én. Charlie mé choang mat ra, chép chép.

“Ai dang n6i?” Ba giam thi hach hoi.
“Chéu,” Dagbert mau man lén tiéng. “Chau dang ké chuyén.”
“Mi pham luat,” ba giam thi nai.

“Chau 4?” Dagbert lam bd hoai nghi. “Xin 16i. Chau thanh that khong
biét.”

Ba giam thi thd hat ra byc boi. “Charlie, may chiu trach nhiém cau bé
méi dén nay. May cé nhiém vu phai bao cho né biét luat chit.”

“C0é, 0, chau c6 noi...” Charlie m¢ miéng.
“Phat may cdm tic,” ba c6 nat nd. “Dén thit Bdy may md&i dugc vé nha.”
“Nhung chau da nhac né r6i,” Charlie phan déi.

Ba giam thi tat dén di va 16c coc budc ra, dong sam cira lai sau lwng.
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Bau thinh lang bi pha v& bdi tiéng ngay ctia Bragger va tiéng cudi khay
cua Rupe.

Charlie nam ngtra, nhin chong choc vao béng t6i. N6 tw nhi minh céc
quan tam. Chang qua chi la thém mot ngay nita? N6 nam thitc mai dén hon
nita dém va ro6i, khi n6 vira thiu thiu ngt, mot &m thanh cat phang man
dém. Mot tiéng tru dang xa, rat xa.

Co tiéng khan trai giwong sot soat va Charlie thay hinh thu tron tron cua
cai dau trang cua Billy Raven. Thang bé dang ng6i day, lang nghe. N6 hiéu
tiéng tru d6 noi gi, Charlie nghi, khong lau nita n6 sé néi cho minh biét.

Diéu cubi cling trén doi Charlie c6 thé ngd 1a mot 16i xin 16i. Ay thé ma
sang hom sau, trong bita sang, ma6t 10i xin 16i 1a thit né da nhan dugc.
“Xin 16i chuyén dém qua,” Dagbert néi, nuét wc mét muodng chao bot

ngo. “Bi cdm thc thi t6i khong thé nao chiu dwgc. Nhitng ngwoi toi song
chung sé khong hiéu néu t6i nay t6i khong ve.”

“Nhung cau dau can phai néi chuyén sau khi den tat phai khong?”
Fidelio trach méc. “Charlie da nhac cau r6i ma.”

Dagbert nhan mat, lau bau. “That khé nhin.”
Charlie hoi hoi thong cam cho né. “Hirm, cau sé khong thoat lan thit hai
dau. Gio thi chinh ba giam thi da canh cdo cau r6i, cho nén cau liéu hon ma

kiém git nhitng cau chuyén cua cau lai.”

“Pugc,” Dagbert nghiem nghi. “Tuwdng twgng. Nhitng cau chuyén trong
chai.”

Khéng phdi lan dau tién Charlie tw héi that ra trong dau Dagbert dang
nghi gl.
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Su6t thoi gian con lai trong ngay Charlie roi vao trang thai lo lo Iing
lttng. Tam tri né chi n6n néng muén nghe xem Billy phai n6i gi véi minh.
Chtr viéc n6 phai ¢ lai truong mot dém nita c6 gi ma quan trong?

Vao liuc 4 gig, lao Weedon mé khéa cong chinh va bon tré x6 day nhau
ra khoi hoc vién. Tt phong ngu chung, Charlie va Billy c6 thé nghe thay
tiéng bon hoc trd reo mirng khi vira dugc gidi phéng khoi toa nha am u.
Charlie dom qua ctta s6 xuong manh san gach. Thay Dagbert Endless di
theo dam dong. Thang bé la dia duy nhat khong thét ram 1én vui swéng.
Madt n6 nghiém trang, gan nhu la e sg. N6 la dita cudi cung roi khoi san.

Charlie quay di khoi ctra s6. “Téat ca vé hét roi, Billy.”
Billy dang ngoi trén giwvdng ctia no, dau goi thu lén téi tan cam.

“Trwdc khi tui minh n6i vé Dagbert anh muén biét em da nghe thay gi
dem qua,” Charlie hoi.

“Mot tiéng soi tru,” Billy dap.
“Anh cling nghe thdy. Em c6 biét né cé nghia gi khong?”

Billy lac dau, thup vai xudng, tw 6m chat 1dy nguoi. “D6 1a mot tiéng kéu
cttu. N6 so hai va co don.”

Charlie nhin vao déi mat to mau rwgu vang, duwgc phéng dai bdi cap mat
kinh tron cta Billy. “Em c6 biét tiéng dé... tiéng tru do... tir dau khong?”

“Khong biét dich xac. N6 & xa, xa lam, c6 1& & dudi long dat. N6 ndi n6
bi mac ket.”

“Mac ket?” Charlie néi. “Ai da nh6t n6? Anh tw héi.”
Billy nhtin vai. “Charlie, em mu6n néi véi anh vé Dagbert. Sudt tuan em

da c0 noi, nhung no c deo sat anh. N6 goi em la do di dang.”
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“N6 bao Gabriel 1a ké that bai, con Olivia va Emma thi 16i thoi 1éch
théch. L4o.”

Billy chom t6i trwdc. “Ba bép trudng biét cha cia Dagbert. Han da dim
chét cha me ctia ba, quét tr6i nha ba va giét chong sap cuwdi cia ba. Tat ca
vi ba khong cwdi han.”

“Cho mot phut!” Charlie thot 1én. “Anh nhé roi. Ba bép trudng cling da
ké cho anh nghe. Tén han la Lord Grimwald.”

“Pung, Lord Grimwald. May Phtic néi han b6c mui ca tanh, tdo bién,
manh tau dam va nguwoi chét dudi. Trong tim han c6 mot hat trai lanh 1€o,
kiéu nhu hat cat mac ket trong con trai. Ba bép truwdng sé ra di. Ba ay sg.”

Charlie rét bich xuéng san. “Ha, ba bép trwdng di? Khong thé nao. Ba ay
la dd nam cham. Ba dy gilt can bang cho noi nay ma. Sao ba phai di? Bau
ai biét ba la ai.”

“Rat c6 thé Dagbert sé doan ra,” Billy noéi ciing.

Charlie kién quyét lam ba bép trwédng doi y. Bita t6i nay gap ba, no sé
thuyét phuc ba phdi & lai. Néu khong thi ai sé cham séc Billy trong nhitng
ngay dai treong nghi hoc? Thang nhé khong c6 nha, khéng cha me, khong
ngwoi than nao trén doi nay dé ma nwong twa. Gia dinh Bloor ludn hiva hen
la n6 sé dwgc nhan lam con nuoi, nhung diéu dé khong bao gid xdy ra, trir
phi ta tinh dén vg chong nha de Grey — da nhan nu6i Billy ma giam cam n6
va doi x véi n6 nhw day to.

Bon tré bi cam tic thwdng hay phai xoi bita t6i ngudi lanh trong cang-tin.
Nhwng khi Billy va Charlie xudng lau ltic 6 gid, cang-tin xanh da trdi vang
tanh. Ghé chat hét ca 1én ban va mot tam trdi ca-r6 xanh da troi pha kin
quay.
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Charlie m¢& ctra di vao bép va ngé quanh quat. Khong thay mot mong
ngwoi. Tat ca noéi niéu xoong chao nang né déu treo vao cho, ctra bép 1o
dong lanh te, dén ca tiéng nuwéc soi cling khong co.

“Bon may lam gi ¢ day?” Mot giong cat 1én.

Charlie quay lai. Pung mat d6i mat vdi vo ctia ldao Weedon. Mu Weedon
la ngwoi mat thét, div ton, mat 16i, thwong ngay phu trach cang-tin xanh 1a
cay.

“Chéau tim ba bép trwdng,” Charlie noi.

“Ba ta ra ngoai r6i.” B6i méi khong mau cia mu Weedon chep chep mot
cach cau kinh.

“Tui chdu mu6n an t6i.” Charlie nhin Billy, dang ditng hy vong canh mot
chiéc ban chat day ghé.
Mu Weedon liéc qua Billy. “Tao doan la may bi cdm tic, phai khong

Charlie Bone?”

“Piéu d6 khong cé nghia la chau sé khong dugc an,” Charlie ngang
nganh.

“Chac!” Mu Weedon quay lung budc ra. “Tui bay theo tao,” mu noéi voi
lai bon chung.

Cang-tin xanh 14 cay cling trong tinh trang nhu cang-tin xanh da troi: ghé
dé hét 1én ban, quay phu kin, c6 diéu la bang mot tdm trdi mau xanh 14 cay.

“Tao chi c6 dau nwéng thoi,” mu Weedon san so. “Bon may ra ngoi kia,”
mu chi mot cai ban. “Tao khong c6 bén phan trie, nhung ba bép trwdng di
dot xuat qua, co troi biét di dau, gia dinh Bloor muon bita tdi cua ho, va tao
phai mang 1én tan chai phia tay dé don cho ho, néu tui may cam phién.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Charlie chwa bao gio biét mu Weedon lai n6i nhiéu nhw thé nay. “Ba bép
trudng chua di han dau a?” N6 ngdp ngirng do hoi.

“Pi han? Di nhién la chwa.” Bo6i mat 16i cia mu Weedon nheo hip lai.
“Sao héi vay? Cai gi khién may nghi mu ta sé di han?”

“Khong a. Chi la... tui chau thac mac.”

Mu Weedon nhan nhé lac dau. “May thac mac nhiéu qua mitc t6t dep
cho may.” Mu nén got di qua ctra vo nha bép.

Charlie va Billy d& hai chiéc ghé xu6ng khéi cai ban mu Weedon da chi,
va ngoi xuong.

Mon dau dugc don ra khong con am nita. Banh mi nwéng bi chay va
khong c6 1dy mot mau bo. Charlie quyét dinh xin thém lwgt hai. Bao Billy
di theo minh, n6 téi canh ctra nha bép xanh 14 cay va ng6 vao. Khong thay
tam hoi mu Weedon dau ca.

“Pi,” Charlie thi thao. “V coi cé d6 an khéng. Anh déi chét 1én dugc.”

Ching ron rén vo nha bép. Mot hang hop thiéc dip vao mat Charlie.
Khong nghi ngo gi, chung dung banh bich quy s6-co-la va nhan nho. Tui
nhéc nhon moi tht hai chiéc, réi vira an nhém nhoam vira di sdu hon vo
phong. Billy phat hién mdt hop banh bo gion, lién dat mot chiéc vo tdi
quan. Charlie thdy m6t 6 banh mi girng thi bé ra l1ay mot khic. N6 da bat
dau bét b6t doi. Ching téi canh ctra dang cu6i nha bép va buwdc ra mot
manh san, noi c6 mot cau thang da dan 1én duong cai.

“f, tui minh c6 thé ra ngoai bing dudng nay,” Charlie néi. “Tui minh c6
thé 1én vao thanh phé va tim t6i mdt tiém ca phé ngon lanh va...”

Cui cho Billy thic vao mang swon Charlie. “Coi kia!” thang bé thi thao.
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O cudi san c6 hai ngwdi ngdi chom hdm & trong mét goc tdi. That ra, ho
khong han la ngudi. Mat ho sang quac nhw mat cta loai thu an thit va mat
ho lam chadm nhitng mang I6ng. Trong vai gidy ho bat dong dén noi ci
twong ho la nhitng pho twgng nhung, bat thinh linh, ho phot ra mot tiéng
rén va hap tap di vé phia cau thang. Ho leo cau thang bang ca bon chan,
nhay phdc 1én bac trén cung nhanh nhw méo. Canh cong sat thong ra duong
kéu 1anh 16t khi hai dang nguwdi day md n6 ra va bién mat.

Billy biu chat 1ay canh tay Charlie. “Ho la céi gi d6?”

“Anh khong biét. Nhung ho dang di theo anh.” N6 nhan thdy c6 gi d6 &
cai goc hai nguwdi la hoi ndy vira ngoi. Hinh nhw 1la mot t6 banh pudding?
N6 buéce lai gan xem sao.

“Coi nay!” no6 la 1én. “Cai t6 nay con mdt nita cac mén diém tam. Dau
phong, chdo yén mach, chudi va vai thi nita. Trong nhw c6 nguwoi dem t6i

cho ho an vay. Lai xem nay.”

Truwdce khi Billy kip nhiic nhich thi mot ban tay phéng ra khoi khung cira
dang sau no.

Mu Weedon chop lay dang sau c6 do Billy va giat, suyt lam n6 nghet thd.
“Tui may vira m@Gi lam gi d6?” Mu trgn mat nhin Charlie.

“Tui chau doéi bung,” Charlie dap.

“P6 khong phai la 1y do dé rinh mo.” Mu Weedon buong Billy ra va day
ddi né mot cai. “Tui may c6 thay ai & day khong?”

“Tui...” Billy chu mé, nhung Charlie nhanh tri la 16n, cat 10i thang nhé.
“Khong, khong thay ai.”

“Hirm.” Mu dom Charlie day ngo vie, doi mat mudn 10i ra. “Pi vo.”
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Chung cum cup tuan lénh.

“Tao sé bao vdi tién si Bloor vu viéc nay,” mu Weedon néi khi mu theo
ching vao cang-tin. “Khon hon tui may 1én thang giwvong di ngu di.”

“Tui chau khong lam gi sai trai,” Charlie phan khang.
“May chi dugc cadi mom,” mu gam gu.

Chung nghe thay tiéng dong ho treo twong kéu tich tac khi bwéc ra khoi
ctta cang-tin. Charlie 1an s& khiic banh mi girng trong tdi, mirng ron la ca
hai da tho duoc cai an trwdce khi bi tom.

Ba giam thi dom vao kiém tra bon nhé khi 1én phong tat den. “Ngay mai
ong cau may sé dén don may,” ba ta n6i lanh tro. “May that la phién phic,
Charlie Bone.”

“Billy sé vé nha vdi chau,” Charlie bdo.

Ba giam thi ddu cén méi 1én nhung khdng cham chich gi. Ong cau Paton
da budc gia dinh Bloor phai ky m6t thoa thuan hita cho Billy nghi cu6i tuan
¢ bat ky dau né mudn.

Mot dém lanh toi boi, chiing ric vao chan va an banh 1ay dugc trong nha
bép. Charlie nhanh chéng ngu thiép di. N6 mo thdy ba me, dang cudi song
trén con thuyén, xem cé voi hat duwdi dai dwong. “Chang hat that dé con,”
me né da néi vay. “Con cé chac la khong muon di khong?”

Charlie thady minh lac dau. Ba me can thdi gian riéng tw bén nhau. Ho da
mat muwoi nam xa cach nhau; ngoai ra, ban nang mach bdo Charlie rang
minh phai & lai trong thanh pho, noi ma c6 qua nhiéu ngudi muén ba né
“bién khéi tran gian”, noi ma nhitng mwu mo6 quy quyét dang manh nha,
noi ma cac ban caa Charlie lién tuc bi nguy hiém rinh rap.
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Trong gidc mo cua Charlie, tiéng ca voi hat tr tir bién thanh tiéng ai oan,
thé lwvong, va trong khi lang nghe n6é chgt nhan ra minh dang thitc, va mot
lan nita, dang lang nghe ti€ng tru tuyét vong, ti xa.

“Billy, em c6 nghe thdy khong?” Charlie thi thao.

“Cé,” Billy dap. “N6 van lap di lap lai nhitng 16i: ‘Citu t6i vdi!’. Charlie,
nhitng 161 d6 nhw dap thang vao tim em. Tui minh phai lam gi bay gio?”

“Cttu n6!” Charlie dap, mac du n6 khong biét phai cttu cach nao.
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Sang Chu Nhat, mwa dam, thinh thodng chuyén mua tuyét, tr6i luwot
thuwot xuong nhitng tdm kinh ctta s6. Bau troi toi sup, xam nhw chi, nhiét do
dong bang. Van khong thay bong dang ba bép trwdng dau, nén Charlie va
Billy phéi an bita sang khon kho trong cang-tin xanh 14 cdy: lai banh mi
nuwéng chdy, khong bo, khong com bap. Ching da chac mam la minh phai
ding 1én ma khong duge uéng gi thi mu Weedon dat kich mot binh nwéc va
hai céi ca xuéng ban chuing.

“Chau nghi 1é nao tui chau khéng dwgc mdt miéng bo?” Charlie than
trong hoi.

“May nghi ding day,” mu Weedon ndi.
“Con mut?” Billy goi y.

Mu Weedon 10 tit thang nhoc va ham ham di ra. Hai phit sau tré lai véi
mot binh dung cai gi trang trang. “Vang kem day,” mu bdo tui né. “Rat tot
cho tui may.”

Hai thang nghi ngd nhin cai goi la vang kem. Ngay khi mu Weedon téch
khai, Charlie tho con dao an cua n6 vao binh roi nhac ra, dinh nhoe nhoét.
N6 liém con dao. “Uuuurrrghh! Kinh tém.”
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Billy lai c6 quan diém khac. “Em thich n6,” thang bé trét day vang sita
vao miéng banh cta né. “Banh chdy sé d& hon vdi cai nay phét 1én.”

An sang xong chiing lang thang 1én phong Nha Vua. Khéng c6 ai dé bao
ching phéi lam gi. Néu Manfred Bloor & do, thé nao han cling ra 1énh
ching phai ra san choi. Han rat khoai du6i c6 bon tré ra ngoai troi, dac biét
la nhitng khi trgi lanh va am wét. Ma Manfred bay nay dau chang thay?

“Em nghe no6i han trong nhu quai vat.” Billy li€c quanh can phong, nom
nép sg Manfred xo6 ra tir sau mot ké sach. “Han bi gu lung va que.”

“Anh ngac nhién la han con song,” Charlie n6i khé. “Khdéng nhiéu ngudi
song sét noi sau khi bi bao tan cong dau.”

“Bao!” Vé khiép dam pha lan trong giong néi cta Billy. “Trong chuing y
nhu meo binh thuong vay, trt mau long.”

“Um.” Charlie chwa bao gi® ngung thic mic lam thé nado ma ba con
meéo, trong vai phit song con, lai bién thanh bao, c6 kha nang xé xac ngudoi
ra thanh titng manh. A, khéng thanh titng manh dau, nhung thé 1a da roi.

Pén gitra troa hai thang quyét dinh di tim ba bép tredng. Sau mét bita
sang so sai, bao ti ching da danh 16 t6 r6i. Khi di xudéng cau thang chinh,
chiing thdy mot béng ngudi dang bang qua tién sanh. Ao chung den phu
toan than nguwdi d6. Chi con nhin thdy dwgc ban chan, boc trong giay bot
den, bén dudi cang chan mac quan xan dén mat ca. Chiéc mii trum up kin
cai dau bo veé trude, thoi ra tir doi vai thong xuéng mot cach bat tién, quai
di.

Hai thang bé dong cirng lai khi than hinh d6i mi trum khap khiéng di tGi
canh ctra dan vao chai phia tay. C6 vé bat luc trong cach han giat va lac cai

vong tay cam, hinh nhw han khéng thé van dugc né vay. Nhung cubi cung
canh ctra cling md ra, va dén khi dé cai hinh hai méi quay vé phia bon tré.
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Chung dinh ninh la sé thady m6t gwong mat cau c6, biéu thi sy tirc gian vi
bi dom ng6. Nhung ngudi dan ong doi mu trum khong c6 mat. Charlie va
Billy thdy minh nhin vao mot chiéc mat na trang khoét hai 10 xién xién,
vién bac va mot cai miéng ha hoac hinh con thuyén. Thé r6i han bién mat,
lw6t qua canh cira nhé véi toéc do dang kinh ngac, bo lai hai thang tro khac
ra & cau thang.

“Manfred,” Billy thi tham.

Charlie gat dau. “Chac vay.”

“Em thay 6n swon. Em dang c6 twéng twgng gwong mat han thé nao.”
“Dung twong twgng,” Charlie noi.

Mai rét cudc chiing tim ra ba bép trwdng & dang cudi nha bép ctia ba. Ba
dang vira lam bam to tiéng mot minh vira thdy hanh bam vao mot cai chao
kéu xeo xeo. Charlie goi ba, nhung khong thay dap lai, n6 bén cham nhe
vao canh tay ba. Ba bép trirdng hoang hon thét 1én va chiéc thia go ba dang
cam bay veo lén khong.

“Sao con lam thé?” Ba noi lac giong.

“Tai ba khéng nghe con goi, ba bép trudng. Ba dang néi chuyén mot
minh.”

“Thé a? O, ta da néi gi?” Ba bép trudng vudt thing tap dé va vin nhé ga
lai.

Khi nghe ké vé thitc an ma hai thang nhé da phai é c6 ra nu6t, ba bép
treong binh tam lai mot chuat va hita ching sé c6 sup thit trong bita trua.
“Sau d6 c6 thém banh hap phét tdo nita,” ba thém. “Ta da lam mot it trong
10 dé cho nha Bloor.”
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“Ba da ¢ dau vay, ba bép trudng?” Billy hoi. “Thuwdng bita sang nao ba
cling ¢ day kia ma.”

“Ta da & nha mot ngwdi ban. Co6 thé noi 1a suyt nita ta da khong tré lai.
Nhung ban ctia ta da thuyét phuc ta phai trd lai. Ba dy la nguwdi rat nhay
cam.” Ba bép trudng md vung ra va thdy vao chdo mot nam 1a gia vi.

“Umm!” Charlie nham mat lai. Mui thom tr cai chdo bay ra mé hon dén
do no twdng nhv minh dang an mon do.

“Chwa xong dau.” Ba bép trwdng xua hai thang bé tré lai cang-tin. Vai
phit sau ba xuat hién véi hai to stp thit boc khoi.

“Ba sé khong roi hoc vién Bloor dau, ba nhi?” Charlie hoi ba bép trudng.

Ba nhan mat. “Billy da ké cho con nghe vé thang Dagbert do roi a?”

“Con biét ranh vé Dagbert,” Charlie thd dai, “vé Lord Grimwald va
nhitng gi han da giy ra cho ba. Kinh khung qu4, ba bép trwdng, nhung
Dagbert khong biét ba 1a ai. Tai sao ba phai sg n6?”

“Ta khong cuong lai dugc, Charlie. Chi can nghi vé gia dinh do thoi la
rudt gan ta 16n nhao. A, Billy ndy, con chudt ctia con bi chuyén di roi.”

“Rembrandt? Sao? Sao vay a? Sao né khong thé & quan Ca Phé Thu
Kiéng?”

“Tai no6 tw cdm thay 6 nhuc. Vé toi an cap banh bich quy. That dang gian.
Con biét ba Onimous yéu thwong né biét chitng nao khong. Ba dy khong
muon no di, di nhién roi, nhung 6ng Onimous thi nhat quyét. Ta nghe néi
con ran toi nghiép nhé né kinh khung, dén noi gan mat mau lu6n. Nhung
ma thoi, viéc da roi.”
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“Nhung bay gid Rembrandt ¢ dau?” Billy that kinh. “N6 c6 vui khong?
N6 c6 thich ché & méi cia n6 khong?”

“N6 & tiém Am Dun,” ba bép truong thong bao vdi ching. “Khéng thé
chom chia duwgc gi & db, ngoai tra, tdt nhién. Theo tin tic ta thu thap duogc
thi n6 khong thich noi dé cho lam.” Ba quay di.

“Tiém Am Pun & dau vay ba?” Billy tha thiét hoi.

Ba bép trudng ngan nglr. Pau 6c ba hinh nhw dang & noi khac. “Tiém
Am Pun,” ba lo ding, “6 dudng Piminy. Hiy héi tham ba Kettle — mot
nguoi ban than cia ta. An stip di kia.”

Khi ba bép truwéng di tréd vao bép, Charlie nhan thay 16 xo da bién khoi
buéc chan cta ba. Ba von la nguwdi quyét doan va lac quan, thady ba buon
nan nhu vay khién né lo lang.

Khéng lau sau, banh hap phét tdo hién ra ti€p theo stp thit nhuw da hita.
An xong, dé lai ba bép trwéng van noéi chuyén mot minh, Charlie va Billy
trd vé phong Nha Vua. Khong cé ngudi cai quan nén bon ching kho long
ép minh ty hoc bai dugc.

“Néu Olivia & day chi dy sé ra tui minh di tham hiém cho coi,” Billy hit
ha.

Nhung Olivia khong c6 & do, va nghe nhac dén tén con nho khién
Charlie 16n tiét. N6 khong tai nao quén dugc cai kiéu con nhé hoi ha chay
di, hét bao no la do doi tra va ltra phinh.

“Pi, tui minh di tham hiém di,” Billy nai ni.

Charlie rén ram va dat sach xudng, bat than n6 bong thdy ham thich.
“Thi di.”
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Tham hiém & dau? Billy khong c6 dap s6. Khong thé la trén gac mai, noi
lao Ezekiel séng chung v&i nhitng thi nghiém rung rgn cia 1do. Khong phai
dwéi tang ham, noi tién si Bloor cat gitt nhitng dung cu tra tan c6 xua, trong
d6 c6 nhitng moén thdy la dung 6c. Cang khong thé ra san choi, vi ngoai ay
mua tuyét da chuyén thanh bitc man mwa da trang xoa.

Cudi cung ching quyét dinh vao phong My Thuat. Ngam tranh luon luén
la thu tiéu khién, mac du tranh khéng dep gi cho cam. Phong diéu khac &
bén dwdi treng bay mot s6 tdc pham rat an twong. Lysander la nha diéu
khac tai nang. Nhitng bitc twgng ctia Tancred ciing rat thua vi, cé diéu khéng
phai ltic nao ta cling biét day la twgng gi.

Phong My Thuét & ngay dau kia phong ngt chung cua chiing va nhin ra
vron. HOm nay nhitng ctta s6 dai chi nhin ra dwgc mét lan mwa tuyét va
mua da lay dong. Chiing hat 4nh sang quai gé 1én ritng bang vé va gia vé.

“Tui minh di xem twgng cta Lysander di,” Billy dé nghi.

MGt cau thang xody tron 6c bang sat rén cham trd tinh xdo dan xudng
phong diéu khac. Trong lic ching di xudng, mot am thanh bat thinh linh
vang lén cho chung. Tiéng hat. Hay la tiéng doc kinh? C6 thé la ai? Theo
nhw ching biét thi khéng c6 dira nao khac bi cdm tiic vao cudi tuan nay.

Khi xudng tGi phong diéu khac, ching nhén chan vong qua nhitng khéi
g0, thach cao va nhitng bitc tigng hinh thu ky la. O chinh giita phong dung
tdc pham cta Lysander: mot bitc twgng cd bang nguwoi that, hinh me anh 4y,
ba Hortense Sage, va dita con mdi sinh cua ba.

Chtng cang tién vao can phong dai thi tiéng tung kinh cang ro dan. Bén
khi ching bang t&i dau kia, khong nghi ngo gi cai tiéng ay phat ra tir can
phong sat vach: can phong danh cho 16p vé nam nhat va 16p may trang

phuc.

Charlie dat tay vao nam cira.
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“M@é di,” Billy thi tham. “Coi do6 la ai.”
Charlie m¢ phang ctta ra.

Mot tiéng ra 1én hodng hot, cung v6i mot dong gidy, kim ghim va vai —
hai thang bé thay minh nhin sitng vao Dorcas Loom. Trén chiéc ban rong
tredc mat con nho cdé mot cay kéo khong 16, to nhat Charlie titng thay. N6
con thdy ca nhitng cai hii va hop go, nhitng hop thi€c nhé va nhitng bo
dwgc thao xép thanh hang ngay ngan bén canh cdy kéo. Chac chan ba c6
Venetia ciia n6 cé dinh dang dén may thit nay.

“Po6 rinh mo!” Dorcas gao to.

Charlie mac ké anh mat budc tdi cia con nhé. “Co lam gi trong treong
thé nay?”

“Chtr may lam gi & day?” con bé quat lai, vira vQi vang day mot to khan
gidy lén céi gi d6 mau xanh da trdi. Nhung Charlie da kip thdy n6 1a vat gi.

“T6i bi cdm tic,” nd néi mot cach thd 0. “Con ly do cta co la gi?”

ba dinh than lai, Dorcas 1én giong kiéu cang. “Tao khéng can ly do. Tao
lam viéc cho ba Venetia cia may.”

“T6i thay c6 c6 da do nghé thich hgp day.” Charlie cam mot cai hop
thiéc 1én va doc trén nhan hiéu. “Bo Bién Dang. Dung dé...”

“Tra day cho tao!” Dorcas giat lay day hop trong khi Charlie van gitr
chat cai nap. Va diéu tat yéu la cai hop tach bung ra lam hai phan.

Mot ddam may bo mau cam do6 up ra ban, pha kin kéo, kim ghim va 6ng
chi cotton.

“Do quy!” Dorcas thét gam, quinh quang 16i cac th ra khoi dam bui
cam. “Cut khéi day. CUT MAU!”
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Charlie va Billy ditng ngay ra nhw phong. Ngay triedc mat ching, nhitng
do6 vat bi dan bo bam dang tit tir thay d6i hinh dang — ching kéo dai ra hon,
thon lai, va lang hon.

“Chi dang la... lam gi d6, Dorcas?” Billy run ray hoi.

“Khong phai viéc ctia may,” con nhé réng nhu bd bi choc tiét. “CUT
MAU! CUT b1!”

Dorcas ban giat qua bén b&i mot tiéng gam tir nguong ctra.

“May diéc ha, Charlie Bone?” Lao Weedon quat. “Tao da lung suc khap
cai hoc vién chét tiét nay tim may. Pén gid vé nha roi. Trit phi may dinh &
day them mot dém nita.”

“Khong, khong,” Charlie hap tdp. “Chau khong nghe thdy. Phai Ong cau
Paton...”

“Han khong vao. Lién tuc goi cho tao tir cai mobile tan ta cia han. Mén
do6 phdi gi6. Tha dirng bao gid phat minh ra thi hon. Theo tao thi d6 la dé
dung cua quy.”

Charlie vu qua lao Weedon, Billy ot tot theo sau. Chung phong bay lén
phong ngu chung dé 1ay gié xach va trd xudng tién sanh trong vong ba phuit
dung. Lao Weedon i ach dudi theo chiing xuéng cau thang.

“Ching may khong xitng dang mot ngay nghi,” 1ao vira lau bau vira m&
khoéa canh ctta nang né.

Charlie khong mat cong d6i dap rang mot ngay roi khoi treong khong
phai la ngay nghi. R6t cudc mua tuyét da ngirng, nhung thay vao doé lai la
mot man swong dong bang. Thoat dau ching khong nhan ra chiéc xe cia
Ong cau Paton dau bén kia quang trudng. Nhu thuong 18, dau ong ctii gim
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xuong mot quyén sach. Nhung khong nhw thuwong 1€, 6ng khéng deo kinh
den.

“Hau nhv cha thdy gi trong man swong nay,” Ong cau Paton nhan xét khi
bon nhéc 16m com chui vao ghé sau. “Nén ta nghi chang ai nhin thdy ta.”

Ong l4i xe can than ra khéi quang truong. Troi da gan t6i, dén dudng
hién ra nhv nhitng vang sang diu nhe, treo 1o ltirng trong man swong.

“Suwong gi ky quai,” Ong cau Paton néi trong khi nhin thing vé truéc.
“N6 c6 mui muoi. Chac tir bién bay vao, c6 troi biét, cach nhiéu dam chi it
gl.

»

“Bién.” Charlie bat dau néi két cac sy viéc lai v6i nhau. “Ong cau Paton,
c6 mot thang bé mdi tGi trwong cta con. N6 duwgc ban phép thuat, theo nhw
no noi, la dim chét duoi.”

Ong cau Paton cudi kha. “Dim chét dudi? Vay chic 1a béng ma tir con

tau dam hay sao?”

“Chuyén nghiém tic ddy a, tha 6ng Yewbeam,” Billy sot sang. “N6 dim
chét nguoi ta.”

Charlie them. “Cha no la Lord Grimwald. Nguwoi ma da...”

“Quy than oi! Ta hiéu y con r6i, Charlie. Mot ké hay diét titng cé trén
doi. Han im hoi lang tiéng da kha 1au. Ta twédng han chét hay bi chon vui
dau dé roi chi. Nén nhé...” Ong cau Paton nhan cdi véi mot chiée xe lu Iu
hién ra khoi man swong, r6 sat tGi that nguy hiém. “Dao nay c6 nhiéu vu
dam tau gan khu vyc caa han. Phan 16n la ngw dan. Ho gidi thich 1a do thoi
tiét, nhung dau biét chirng, ai ngd dugc.”

“Vung cta han & dau?” Charlie haéi.
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“Phuwong Bic.” Ong cau Paton phay ban tay ra mot hwéng vo dinh. “Mot
trong nhitng hon dao. Khong ai biét vi tri dich xac. Bon ching rat bi hiém,
I1ii nha Grimwald dy. Lwu truyén rang khi mot dita con trai trong gia dinh
tGi 12 tudi thi, hodc 1a cha n6 hodc la né sé chét. Khong thé nao ca hai cung
song qua khoi nam sinh nhat thi¢ 13 ctia dita con trai. Tham hoa gia dinh, ta
c6 thé néi thé, nhung mat khac, mot ké dim chét dudi van tét hon 1a hai.”

Charlie da mat cha khi con qua nhé nén khéng nhé gi vé cha. Nhung bay
gio cha n6 da duwgc tim thay, sé that kinh khung néu nhw n6 mat cha lan
nita, & tudi 12. Noi s¢ bat giac khién né rung minh, khi nghi gio nay ba me
dang & ngoai bién khoi. Tham chi n6 con ném thdy vi mudi trén moi.

Chiéc xe giat ndy lén ditng gap lai vi Ong cau Paton chgt nhan ra minh
da ¢ bén ngoai nha s6 9. Khi ho buéc ra khoi xe, man swong bao kin 1ay ho
nhur mot tdim man bang giad. Billy bat ho va 6m bum lay nguc, néi 16t dét.
“N6 chui thang xuong c6 hong. Nhu 1a nuét tring len cotton vay.”

Khi ba 6ng chau leo 1én nhitng bac cép, tiéng chudong nha thd bi nghet
xuyén qua khong gian mu swong, Ong cau Paton néi, “A, né nhic ta méi
nhé. Hom nay 1a dam cué6i ctia ba c¢6 Venetia d6, Charlie.” Ong mé& cira
trudce ra.

“Mot ngay khung khiép cho dam cwéi,” Charlie binh luan khi bwéc vao
trong nha. “Xui phai biét, con nghi vay.”

Ong cau chui chan vao tdm tham chuii chan. “Ta khong dwgc mdi, ciing
tw nhién thoéi.”

Hai thang bé ming him vi ngoai Maisie ciing khong duwgc moi. Ching
c6 thé ngbi xoi mot bita tra ngon lanh ma khong c6 bo mat chau bau cta
noi Bone Iu It bén kia ban.

“Phai chi con thay ba noi ctia con nhi,” ngoai Maisie néi. “Rot cudc ba ta
quyét dinh di dam cwéi. Vé bat binh 10 ra day mat, nhung ba ta van khong
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thé bé 16 s kién nay. Ba ta dién mau tim ti* dau dén chan. Pang, tham chi
do6i giay cling tim vd&i cai no to su bén trén. Con nén thi 6i théi! Gan bao
nhiéu la nho. Trong nhu mot t6 trai cay tron.”

Hinh anh guwong mat dai cua ndi Bone phia du6i nhitng chum nho mau
tim lam Charlie bi hoc khoai tay chién, ca ban cuoi rg 1én, Ong cau Paton
cuoi to nhat.

Charlie dinh di tham Benjamin sau bita tra, nhung quang canh tir cira so
nha bép nhin ra chang khich 1é chit nao. Nhitng ng6i nha phia bén kia
dwong chim trong bong t6i va swong mu. Tat ca chi c6 thé nhin thady nhitng
dém sang bitc boi tir nhitng chiéc xe hoi chay cwe cham trén duong.

Billy nudi ti€c nhin ra ctra s6. N6 ao wdc dugc di 1dy con chudt cung cua
minh nhung khong dam xin xé vao mot dém hiém hoa nhuw thé nay.

“Mai tui minh sé di ldy Rembrandt s6m,” Charlie hita. “Tui minh sé ra
Benjamin véi Hat Bau di cung luon.”

Pau do6 trong dém, man swong mu 16 do cuon di khoi, nhwong chd cho
swong gia bao kin 1y thanh ph6 va mot vang trang tron hién ra tit trén troi.
Tirng mai nha sang lap lanh nhu rac bac. Trong vung dong hoang bén kia
song, mat sinh vat bi nhot git bat dau tru 1én thong thiét.

Sang Chu Nhat chao don hai thang nhé bang anh nang ryc ré va bau troi
xanh bang gia. Chuing tu lam bita sang cho minh — c6m bap, banh mi nuéng
va sita — trudc khi cé ai thitc day. Nhung ngoai Maisie rang c6 xudng cau
thang trong bo d6 ngt mau héng va nhitng 6ng cudn téc ngay khi chiing
vlfa an xong.

“Nhé vé nha vao gio an trra ddy kéo khong ta sé di theo cac con,” ba
néi. “buwong Piminy & ngay dang sau nha thd 16n, gan tiém sach co
Ingledew. Néu cac con muon ghé an trra ¢ tiém sach thi phai goi dién cho
ba biét.”
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“Tui con khong tGi do dau,” Charlie ngugng nghiu noi.

Ngoai Maisie ngheo dau qua bén. “Con cdi nhau v6i mot trong nhitng
ban gdi day a.”

“Con khong c6 ban gai,” Charlie nong ndy. “Va con chang cai nhau véi
ai ca.”

Trén dwong ra ctta bon con trai dé y thdy mot cai mii to twdng, mau sac
sdc sO dat trén chiéc ghé trong hanh lang. Trong n6 dung la to trai cay tron.
Cai mi khién Billy bat cwoi khic khich va Charlie 1ap titc cam thay nhe
nguoi di.

Benjamin lu6n san sang dé di tham hiém, va Hat Dau & sat canh bén né,
vui mirng ti tén khi sgi day dat ch6é duwgc lay xudng khdi cai méc trong
hanh lang.

Ba me Benjamin dang mai miét lam viéc khi ba thang bé r&i nha s6 12.
La tham t& tw c6 nghia la ngay nghi cudi tuan ciing ban rén y nhw ngay
thwong. Hom nay c6 chi khong ra ngoai diéu tra, ma & trong nha bép dé
thiét ké mot dién mao cdi trang tinh vi khac. Ho phai thuong xuyén lam
mdi viéc hoa trang cua minh khi dang “theo déi mét doi twgng”, nhw cach
néi ctia ho. C6 nhiéu khi dén ca Benjamin cting khong nhén ra ba me minh.
Nhitng Itc nhw vay, co chi rat man nguyén, mac du Benjamin thi khong.

“Minh an trea & nha boé nhé?” Benjamin hoi khi chiing di vé phia nha thd
16n.

Charlie nhan ra c6 chi Brown hay y vao ngoai Maisie don cho con trai
minh nhitng bita thinh soan vao cu6i tuan. “Di nhién,” Charlie dap.

“Billy lay duwgc Rembrandt xong, tui minh c6 t6i quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng
an qua khong?” Benjamin hao hitc hoi.
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“Khong,” Charlie no6i, hoi nhanh.
Benjamin khyng lai. “Sao vay?”

“Co6 thé noi thé nay, Emma va Olivia sé ¢ do6 va tui né khong han hoan
khi gap minh.”

“Sao vay?” Benjamin hoi tiép
Charlie ké cho n6 nghe vé Dagbert.

“Nhuwng ban be phai lam lanh vGi nhau chi#,” Benjamin kién quyét. “Bo
c6 thé gidi thich cho tui n6 rang do6 la mét sy hiéu lam khung khiép.”

“Khong dé vay dau,” Billy noi, trong khi Charlie dwén vugt 1én trude.
“Anh biét day, Dagbert da lam tat ca tui em dién tiét hét cd 1én. N6 goi em
la do di dang.”

Hat Pau kéo Benjamin chay theo Charlie. Benjamin thd hung huc.
“Minh nghi bo nén xin 16i.”

“Huwr, khong dau.” Charlie buwédc nhanh hon nita. “Chuyén thé 1a thé.”

Khong ding. Charlie rdt muén xin 16i Emma va Olivia. C6 diéu né
khong nghi ra cach lam diéu d6 nhu thé nao. N6 quén phéng la minh phai
di qua khtic cu6i ngd Nha Thd Lén trén dwong tdi dwong Piminy.

Tiém sach co Ingledew lot thém trong ngé Nha Tho Lon, thudc day nha
g0 noi bong ram nha thd 16n d6 xudng. Charlie nhin khdap con hém rai soi
dan tdi tiém sach va quay qua ré vao dwong Piminy. N6 thac mac Olivia c6
0 trong tiém sach véi Emma hay khong. Tui n6 dang lam gi? Giap di cua
Emma, c6 Ingledew, khong sai. Chac la dang phan loai sach, quét bui
nhitng bia sach boc da, chui nhitng gay sach ma vang bao nhitng trang sach
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mong manh. Hodc tui n6 dang twéng twong mdt ké hoach tritng phat
Charlie vi nhitng 16i ma n6 khong bao gio noi?

Vé mdt nao d6 Charlie da doan ding. Emma va Olivia dang & trong tiém
sach that, dang twdng twgng mot ké hoach — chi cé Olivia twdng twgng thi
ding hon. Nhung ké hoach do6 chang lién quan gi dén Charlie. Ma lién quan
t6i mot thw nghiém.

Tai phép cta Olivia van con bi mat doi vdi gia dinh Bloor. Chi ban bé
can ké nhat méi biét con nhé la ngudi tao do giac. Trong dam biét diéu nay,
vai dita, gobm Charlie, nghi viéc con bé bi phat gidc chi la van dé thoi gian
thoi, bdi vi Olivia la dién vién. N6 ham vui, va n6i mé thich dung tai phép
ctia minh dé dua choi thinh thoang lai ché ngw, diéu khién né.

Chinh sy am énh vé chim ctia Emma da ggi cho Olivia ndy ra mot y
twong vo cung nguy hiém. Emma c6 thé bay, nhung trieéc tién né phai bién
thanh chim md&i bay dugce. N6 hay vé chim, swu tap 1ong chim, va mé mai
ngam hinh nhitng loai chim da bi tuyét ching tr 1du. Budi sang hom do
Emma chot ndy ra trong 6c vé mot loai chim ma né chwa bao gio nghe noéi
dén. Loai chim nay & trong mot quyén sach xwa quy hiém nhat cda di no.

Emma cam quyén sach vao phong trong va dé md& ra trén dau goi. “Hay
twdng twong nao, Liv! Minh giong nhuw con chim nay, mé dai that dai, chan
to that to, nhung doi canh lai bé xiu dén noi khong thé bay 1én khoi mat
dat.”

Olivia nam thang cang trén chiéc ghé x6 pha thodi mai cta c6 Ingledew.
N6 dat tay sau gdy va nham mat lai. “T& hinh dung duwgc con chim than dé
r6i,” né cudi nu. “Bay gio td tao con chim dé ra cho bé thay nhé, Em? Roi
bo bién thanh con chim d6. Thé 1a c6 hai con, va tui minh sé dé cho di ctia
b6 doan, xem con chim nao la Emma, con nao la do anh?” N6 md mat ra,

ngoi bat day, vo hai tay vao nhau. “Ptng. Tui minh lam di.”
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Emma nhin xody vao nho ban, nhiu may lo lang. “Té khong nghi vay
dau, Liv. Vay khong dung.”

“Co gi ma khong dung? bi, Em!”

“Tui minh khong nén... st dung tai phép lam vui.”

“Thi sao? Ai néi thé?”

“Po la diéu tui minh ai cting phai biét,” Emma citng céi.
Olivia ngd ich xuong tré lai dong go6i ném. “Hu, t& sé lam.”
“KHONG, Liv. Lam on dirng. Coi chitng bo...”

Nhung con chim than dang thanh hinh kia. Khi Olivia ngoai nhin qua
vai, mot mang l16ng sdc s& hién ra trén khong trung phia sau dau né. Emma
bat lyc nhin dam 16ng bat dau vao ding vi tri trong hinh hai cia mét sinh
vat dep mé hon. Doi canh réng, cai dudi xoe ra duyén dang, mat den nhw
hat huyén, va cai mé sac mau cam.

Chua hai long véi hinh dang con chim, Olivia cho n6 bat ra nhitng tiéng
cuc cu dai khi n6 ép qua khung ctta che rém vao trong tiém.

bung lic do6 chuong tiém sach rung kinh coong, ctra mé ra va mot phu
nit cao to xudt hién & nguwdng cira.

Co Ingledew dang dan twa sach trén quay chgt ngwdc 1én, boi réi. Hai sy
viéc cung xay ra v6i co mot ldc. Mot, do la c6 da quén khoa ctra tiém vao
ngay Cha Nhat va hai, mét con chim quai la vita song chuong khoéi s@ thu
va tim duong vo tiém sach cta c6. Tinh huong tham chi con hoang mang
hon khi Emma chay u vao phong, thét to. “Oi khong!” Nghe vay con chim
bién phut vao khong khi.

“A,” vi khach la 1én tiéng. “Mot do gidc. Thi vi qua.”
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Khong nghi ngd gi vé vi khach khong duwgc chao dén kia. Nhin mai toc
den ritc, 16ng may cao hinh canh cung chac han Emma sé biét do6 la ba co
Venetia cia Charlie. Nhung gid mu mdi thay d6i lam sao! Khong con vay
ban thiu va 4o khoac thung thinh nhw dao gan day nita. Nguwoi phu nit nay
mac veston mau hoa t¥ dinh hwong rat lich duyét, c6 do vién 16ng thd, véi
doi giay bot cling vién 16ng thu & co.

“Ta vita méi 1ay chong,” nguwdi phu nit noi, di xudéng ba bac thang vo
trong tiém. Gio ta la ba Venetia Shellhorn. Ta chuan bi di hwéng tuan trang
mat day.”

“Vay u?” Co Ingledew noi, khong mot may may tuwoi tinh 1én.

“Pung. Va ta muon dua...” ba c6 Venetia ngodai nhin ra sau vai. “Chung
dau r6i?” mu ta cam can.

Ctra m0 ra, rat cham.
“Cac con cua ta,” ba co6 Venetia vay ban tay deo gang ra ctra.

Ding & bac thang trén cung la hai dita tré éo 13, thwong tam nhat ma
Emma tirng thay.
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Ba c6 Venetia vay bon tré va ching lét phét tién tGi trwdc, dita con gai
dan dau, thang con trai hau nhw khéng nhich ti nao.

“ Pay la Miranda.” Ba co6 Venetia chOop ban tay con bé va giang tGi ding
bén can mu. “N6 nhé thé so vGi 7 tudi, nhi? Nhuwng Eric, tm, trdi dat, nhin
n6 nay. Ai ma nghi né 6 tu6i co chit?” Mu lao x6 ra cho thang bé, c6 tom
tay n6 nhung né lui phat lai va ditng dya vao twa sach.

“ Lai day, thang ngu.” Ba cd Venetia xia x6i. Mu quay qua c6 Ingledew.
“ Ta dwogc cho biét 1a thang chau trai cua ta hay téi day vao cha nhat.”

Co0 Ingledew néi sang. “ Khong phai lu6n luén.”

“Khong thanh van dé.” Ba c6 Venetia nhin Emma. “Ta cho la hom nay
may sé gap no, phai khong, Ella... hay gi gi d6?”

“Om...” Emma ap ung.
“ May hay chuyén chiing cho né.” Ba c6 Venetia bao con nho.
“ Chuyén chting...” Emma ludng ly. “Y ba 1a chuyén cac con ctia ba?”

“ Cht may nghi gi?” Ba c6 Venetia ddy Miranda mot phat vé phia
Emma.
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“ Ba khong thé dé chung ¢ day dugc,” c6 Ingledew cam phan.

Ba c6 Venetia budc 1én cac bac thang, tiéng giay cao gét nén doang
doang nhu tiéng sing nd. “Khong c6 ai ¢ nha s6 9. Paton chac chan cé &
nha, nhung han khéng bao gid ra m@ ctra. Vi vay ta phai dé bon tré ¢ day.
Chi Eustacia cua ta sé don chiang luc 5 gio. Ta nghe noi co lam banh mi
sandwich rat khéo, c6 Ingledew.”

“Pay la tiém ban sach, khong phai nha tré.” C6 Ingledew gian dit dén noi
c6 dan manh mdt cudn sach qui xudng quay.

“ Ta lam sao dwa ching di tuan trang mat cta ta dwgc ha?” Xong, ba co
Venetia vira hat vira 1wét ra ngoai duwong. “Li tré nit...Hay ngoan.”

Canh cira kinh coong dong dap lai bé lai c6 Ingledew chét diéng, nhin
cham cham qua dau Miranda t¢i Emma.

“Hu!” Mai cubi cung c6 Ingledew méi thot 1én 10i. Chac han c6 mudn
trit gan xo6i x4, nhung hai diva tré trong thiéu ndo qud, c6 nhan ra néu minh
than thd chi lam sy tinh éo le hon treéec ma thoi. Ba co Venetia da 1oi dung
ban tinh tot cuaa co.

Lic nay hai dia tré da dinh chum v6 nhau. Ching ditng nam tay nhau
gitta tiém 1am 1ét dom, truwéc tién la Emma r6i téi cd Ingledew. Qua that
ching qua nhé so véi tudi chtia ching. Miranda c6 t6c mau 16ng chudt va
mat xam. N6 mac quan jeans va do khoac dd, chiéc 4o hinh nhw da thu lai
may c&. Ong tay 4o tham chi khong che néi hai ¢6 tay 6m nhw chan chim
ctia n6. Mai toc réi bu cta Eric sdm mau hon, 16 rang da lau réi chwa dugc
cat, ra 16n xon xudng vai n6 thanh nhitng nui r6i bong. N6 mac quan nhung
ké mau xanh 14 cdy, ban bét noi dau goi, ao jacket den mat tiéu vai cai nut.

Tim Emma se lai vi chiing. Con nh6 vén khong thé chiu néi khi thay
nhitng sinh vat bé nho khon khdé. “ Dén gap ban cta chi di.” N6 chia tay ra.
“ Tui chi dang vé chim. Cac em c6 thich vé khong. A ma, chi 1a Emma.”
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Miranda néi “ Tui em di lay con ché cua minh dwgce khong?”
“Cho?” Co Ingledew nhan madt. “ N6 dau?”

“Chuing chéau phai dé n6é & nha. N6 rat c6 don. N6 ghét @ mot minh lam.”
Mat Miranda rom rém nuGc.

Olivia chon ding khoanh khic nay dé tho dau ra khoi tdm rém. “O!” N6
ré 1én khi thay bon tré. “ T¢ khong biét la c6 nguwdi ¢ day. T¢ dang nam bep
de phong c6 nguoi thay con chim.”

“Chim nao?” Eric sang r& len.
“ . Thi con chim.” Olivia tinh bo. “Em 13 ai?”
Bon tré nhin Olivia chong choc, im re.

“Pay la Miranda va Eric,” Emma noi, hoi qua don da. “Chuang la em
ho...em ho ké mdi ctia Charlie Bone, t6 nghi vay.”

Oliva tron mat. “ Toi nghiép khong. Chi cha ham ba con gi véi gia dinh
do. Chij la Olivia.”

“Olivia!” Co6 Ingledew gay gat. “Lam on dirng néi kiéu do vé gia dinh
Charlie.”

“Ui!” Olivia rut dau vao.
“Lam on cho tui chau di 1ay con ch6 di?” Miranda kéo nai.

Co Ingledew gii dau. “Co khong biét, cung. Y ¢6 13, 1am sao chéu vo
nha dugc? Me ké cia chau cé dé chia khoa lai cho chau khéng?”

Miranda lac dau.
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Co Ingledew thé dai. “ Chd co chit. D€ ¢6 héi y kién mot nguwdi ban.”
Co 14y chiéc moblie cta c6 ttr trong tdi quan ra va bat dau bam so.

Emma lua hai d&a tré vo nha sau trong khi co Ingledew goi cho ong
Paton Yewbeam. Miranda va Eric nghi hodc ngé xung quanh can phong
day sach va cudi cung quyét dinh ngoi xuong ghé so-pha, dinh sat vao
nhau.

“Di cua chi c6 1au khong?” Miranda héi. “ Chattypatra sé v @, v & dén
chtrng nao tui em vé vdi no.”

“Tén oach qua.” Olivia nhan xét. “ Goc gac tir dau vay?”

“Tén né da la Cleopatra,” Miranda néi. “Nhung tai vi n6é nhiéu chuyén
qua. Om, c® sta, tru roi rén la. Vi vdy ma me...” né im bit va nhin Eric.
Thang bé bam méi dwdi lai nhung khong khoc. “Vi vay me.” Miranda tiép,
“Me em goi no la Chattypatra(1) (Cleopatra la tén ni* hoang Ai Cap. Vi con
ché hay “n6i nhiéu” nén me ching doéi thanh Chattypatra, chat titc 1a nhiéu
chuyén, tan gau.)”

”Hay ghé,” Olivia gat gu.

Co Ingledew ng6 vo phong va bao véi chung, chirng nao ong Yewbean
tim dugc chia khoa nha ba co Venetia, ong sé sai Charlie mang tGi day.

“Vay sé rat lau?” Do6i moi reém dé ctia Miranda khan nai nhin co
Ingledew.

“Co khong nghi vay dau, cung. Nao, may cung c6 muon gitip Emma lam
banh sandwich khong?”

“D1 nhién roi,” Olivia mau man. “Bi thoi, tui minh kep mat ong véi
chudi, hay la pho mat véi nho kho, hay la buéi v6i dau phong? Hay la xic
xich v&i cam.”
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Co Ingledew thé phao — Miranda, mé mu di theo Olivia vo nha bép, Eric
bam sat got.

Ngay khi co Ingledew vira quay ra tiém thi ong Paton Yewbean goi bao
tin n0i Bone di vang, dong ctra r6i, va gio khong cach chi vo phong ba ta
tim chia khoa.

“Qi, Paton, em khong biét phai 1am gi nita. Lii tré dang thuong 13m.
Trong ching rat dau kho. Em nghi con ché sé lam ching vui 1én.”

“Ba chi quy quai cua t6i nghi gi thé khong biét?” ong Paton can nhan,
“Sao lai thdy ching tGi tiém ctia em? Nay, Julia, anh khong biét c6 dugc
hay khong, nhung anh doan chac chan la ba Venetia hay dé chia khéa cira
dwdi mot bite twgng than lun khong 16, gém ghiéc & bac thang trén cung
nha ba ta.”

“Twong than lun?” Co6 Ingledew ndi, c6 chuwa tirng 1éo hanh dén nha ba
Venetia bao gio.

“Sinh vat dir ton. Bang da. Tai to. Miii dai. C6 rdu quai nén. Ngoi chom
chom. Ban chan to dung.”

“Em biét than lun,” c6 Ingledew néi nhanh. “Em chi thac mac sy khon
ngoan cua viéc dé chia khoa cua dwéi twgng than lun 1a gi théi.”

“N6 khong phai la vat song, Julia than yéu.”

“Em biét n6 khong phdi 1a vat song.” Co Ingledew thé dai ndao né. Doi
khi 6ng Paton khong song cling thé gidi véi nguwdi khac. “Y em 1a nh& c6
ngwoi tim thdy chia khoa va vo nha.”

“Nha do ai trén doi nay muoén vao? Cua cdi quy gia ctia ba Venetia toan
nhitng thi dé ém buia ma chi minh ba ta méi biét cach st dung thoi.”
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Co0 Ingledew chiu thua. “Cam on, Paton. Bon em sé nghi ki vé n6.”

Vé phan minh, Ong cau Paton ty héi c6 Julia s& nghi vé céi gi. Ong rat
yéu mén co, nhung doi khi ho khong & trong cung tan s6. Ngay khi Charlie
va dam ban n6 vé nha, 6ng sé bdo n6 mau mau tGi nha ba Venetia coi c6
tim thay chia khoa dwéi birc twgng khong. “Ma khoan, suy nght lai, tot hon
dé ching an tria xong ta hng néi,” Ong cau Paton doc thoai.

Trong khi do Charlie, Billy va Benjamin dang cham rdi tha bo trén
duwong Piminy. Chiing van chwa tim thay tiém Am Pun, trong bung di bét
dau nghi cai tiém do6 khong ton tai. Puong Piminy chi chit nhitng tiém nhd,
ky di, tat ca déu dong cira, di nhién, vi hom nay la Chu Nhat. Nao la tiém
pho mat, tiéfm lam dén cay, tiém lam giay, tiém lam d6 moc, roi thi tiém
lam banh mi, tiém ban hoa va tham chi c6 ca tiém da.

“Tiém D4,” Charlie lam bam, ngd vo ctra s6 t6i hu. “Vay tirc 1a sao?”
“Chac 1a ho ban do dung lam bang da?” Benjamin doan mo.

Bat chot Charlie nhan ra mét hinh khéi cao 16n & bén trong ctra s6. N6
nhin ky hon va thot 1én:”Mat bitc twgng”. Khi mat né da quen vdi bong toi,
noi that cta tiém dan hién rd ra. Bay gio né c6 thé thdy nhitng bitc twgng
khac: m6t nhém twgng nhitng ngwoi linh La Ma to bang ngudi that; bén
canh ho la ba nguwdi phu ni* mat may hung han cam dui cui va riu, i xa
hon nita thi t6i mot nguwdi dan o6ng trong giong yéu tinh hon 1a con nguai.
O gan cudi phong, bén dudi cita s6 mai, co6 mot hiép si cudi ngwa cam
thwong. Con ngya ctia hiép si c6 cam long chim & dau, va bén duéi yén,
than minh né phu tdm mén dwoc két tir 14 cay.

“Ong ta dang dau thwong,” Benjamin néi ra vé am twong.

“Twdng twong néu ho séng thi sao nhi!” Billy thi tham.
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Charlie 1ui mot budc khoi ctra s6. Rat c6 thé, trong thanh pho c6 nhitng
con ngwoi c6 kha nang khién cho twgng song day lam chi.

“Minh ngtti thdy mui cd,” Benjamin néi. “Ca Hat Dau cling ngti thay.”

Hat Bau da buon t6i mot cira tiém dang phia cudi duong. Cha ta dang
ding gitta via he va sua um lén buc xuc.

“NO sua vay la vi no thich ca ha?” Charlie hoi khi nguyén dam chay hoc
toc vé phia con cho vang.

“Ghét thi c6,” Benjamin thd phi pho, tom 14y vong c6 Hat Pau.

Nhung bén trong ctra s6 con ché dang sua hoan toan tréng tron. Mot tdm
bién dé “CA”. Nhitng mau ty mau xanh da trdi in cau tha trén nén tring,
trong nhu viét de 1én dong chit gi khac nita. That vay, néu nhin k§ hon, ta
c6 thé thay chit “Ban thit” bén duwdi tdm bién trang.

“Cac anh c6 biét em thdy n6 mui gi khéng?” Billy noi.
“Dagbert,” Charlie dap.

Ca dam tré mat nhin cai tiém trong hoac roi nhin 1én ctra so tang trén, tu
héi day cé diang la noi Dagbert cw ngu hay khong. Va néu dung thi, loai
nguwoi nao lai lam chd mot cira tiém vang teo vGi tdim bién qudy qua nhw
vay.

“Nhirng nguoi rat 18p di,” tiéng ai d6 vang 1én, dwong nhuw doc dugc tam
tri cua bon chung.

Ca dam quay lai va thdy mot phu nit ditng bén ngoai mot ngoi nha cach
do6 ba can. Mdi téc mau dong cua ba lang dén noi trong nhw ba déi mii bao
hiém, chiéc 4o bong mau den bong dén do ct twédng n6d lam bang thép.
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Nguoi ba to bé ngang, v6i doi vai rong tao an twong vé mot sitc manh phi
thvong.

“Ba dang chd mdy cuwng mai,” nguoi phu nit n6i. “Ba la ba Kettle, ban
cta ba bép trudng. Cé mot con vat nho dang non néng gap mdy cung mudn
chét.”

“Rembrandt!” Billy kéu lén, chay thuc mang t&i cho ba.

“Cung la Billy diy ma? Con cuwng chac chan la Benjamin r6i, nhin con
cho 1a biét lién, va cung la Charlie. V6 di, may cung, trdi lanh héo queo
ngoai d6.” Ba Kettle di vo tiém, chac chan khac mét troi mot vure so vai cai
tiém ca vang hoe dang kia.

Tat cd moi thit trong tiém ctia ba Kettle hinh nhuw déu sang béng nhoéang.
Chi khi mat Charlie quen v6i anh sang choi 16a xung quanh, né m@éi nhéan ra
vat gi citng déu la &m dun nuwdc. B moi hinh thu, kich ¢& va mau sac. Cho
nay am chen chic nhau trén cac ké, chéc kia am khoa sac trén ban hoac
ngoi riéng 18, chém ché trén nhitng chan dé. O vi tri danh du dit mot cai &m
dong 16n nhat ma Charlie tirng thdy. N6 hién ngang ditng doi dién giita ctra
s0, c6 hang loat am khac nhé hon bao quanh; ta c6 thé thay hinh anh la
lung, nghiéng nghiéng, mang cac sac thai mau dong ctia toan bd ctra hang
phan chiéu 1én mat bén sang hoang cta no.

“Cai day chi dé trung thoi, may cung.” Ba Kettle n6i khi nhin theo anh
mat cia Charlie. “Cai am chién nhat cia ba & dang sau phong nay co. bi
vdi ba nao.” Ba lwét qua mot 6 cira vom & cudi tiém va ra hiéu cho ching
vo mot can phong khéc, cling chat diy &m dun nwéc, nhung phong nay co
nhiéu khong gian hon mot chit xiu. Bon chiéc ghé boc dém choé ngoi,
khong c6 am & trén, ké quanh mat cai ban nho.

Billy cha bung da nao dé y dén cai gi. Khong sao kiém ché néi sy nén
néng, né budt mom:”No dau? Con chudt cua chau dau?”
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“Ai cha. Ba ty héi,” ba Kettle gheo né, “cung twdng ba quén roi u?”

“Phai,” Billy 1& miéng. “A khong. Lam on di, n6 dau roi?”

"C6 ngay day!" Ba Kettle khoang tay vao mot trong hang 16 hang 16c dam
va lay ra mot con chudt den bong.

Billy giat con chugt khoi tay ba, thét twéng, “Rembrandt!”

“N6 yéu cai am do lam,” ba Kettle néi. “Né da thtr tat ca roi nhung doé la
cai am né thich nhat.”

Benjamin trong lo ling. “U'm, ba ban 4m dung nuéc a?”

“Pirng lo, cung,” ba Kettle néi. “Ba riva sach bén trong dm thwdng xuyén
ma. Chuot c6 thé la sinh cat do day day chiy?”

Charlie chot nghe thiy c6 tiéng trong vong dén tir dau do phia sau. Hat
Pau nhang nhit muén gap Rembrandt dén noi cai dubi xu, ngoe ngudy cua
né dap tung xeng vao hai cai dm trang men.

“Rembrandt khong muén choi,” Billy néi, 6m rit 1dy con chuot.

Treéc mot hiéu lénh tir Benjamin, Hat Dau danh mién cwdng thoi quat
dudi nhung tiéng trong 1ap tic duwgc thay thé bang tiéng hud inh 6i tir mot
cai am dang dun trén bép.

Ba Kettle cdi 4o khoac ra va bao bon tré lam theo minh. Xem ra nhiét do
tang 1én it nhat hai chuc do, Charlie c&i 4o len r6i cGi 4o jacket cia no ra
luon.

Bon con trai ng6i xuong va va ba Kettle rét tra dam dac ra bén cai tach.
Benjamin khong thich tra nhwng né hiéu ra minh con nhan dwgc cai gi khac
nita ¢ noi toan nhitng am la &m nay. N6i cho ngay, dé la thi tra cyc ngon,
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va sau vai ngum, ching hoat bat han 1én, ké ca Benjamin. Ci¢ nhu la nuot
loai khong khi ma lam cho ta thay nhe ténh va tinh ngudi ra vay.

Trong khi uéng tra, ba Kettle ké cho chiing vé tiém ca trén duong nay,
mac du cha dita nao hoéi ba vé chuyén do.

‘Noi d6 tirng 1a tiém bén thit,” ba Kettle néi. “Ong chu tiém rat dé mén,
hay cho ba thém thit vun. Um, 6ng ay béng nhién mét sang thitc day va ra
di. Khong mot 10i tw biét.’

“Chac tai 6ng ay nhan duwgc mot 1oi dé nghi ma 6ng ay khong thé tw
choi,” Charlie doan.

“Chac chan,” ba Kettle dong y. “Nhuwng may cung nghi coi, ai da trd tién
mua cai noi trai khody do6 thi phai chuyén cai gi vé day chit. Bang nay, ba
chwa bao gio trong thdy mot cai vay ca trung & cita s nita la.”

“Nhung n6 c6 mui ca,” Benjamin chi ra.

“Dich xac.” Ba Kettle chém t6i trwdc. “May cung biét khong, ba nghi
chit “CA” treo 1én cira s6 chi dé gai thich cho c4i mui d6 théi. Khong phai
vi ho ban ca steps gi hét.”

“0,” Charlie ngay ra khi hiéu dugc ngu ¥ cta ba Kettle. “Néu y ba mudn
néi cé ai & d6 boc mui ca thi chau biét 1a ai r6i.”

“That a?” PB6i mat mau dong cua ba Kettlr cang tron 1én nhw trai cam.

“N6 tén la Dagbert Endless,” Charlie bao véi ba. “Hé né di dén dau, mui
ca theo n6 dén d6. N6 néi no c6 thé dim chét nguwoi. Cha né la Lord
Grimwald, va...”

“Chung toi biét roi!” Ba Kettle kéu 1én. “Hoac doan ra r6i. Ba bép trudng
da nghi ngd, nhung khong chic 1dm. Oi, ba ban dang thuong ctia ba, ba hi
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vong ba ay khong gap rac r6i. Ba da canh bao ba dy dirng dén day nita,
chiing ta 1a cho ban than thiét.”

Charlie néi, “ Nhung cach day da lau, khi Lord Grimwald lam diéu ac
doc do...”

“Chac chan han da cwéi ai do roi,” Billy thém, “vi vay han sé khong quay
ray ba bép trwéng nira.’

“Ciling chang c6 gi khac.” Ba Kettle uong hét tach tra ciia minh. Hinh
nhu tra khon c6 tac dung tang lyc cho ba chit nao. Ma ding ra trong ba 1t é.
“Ba bép trwdng la chd ban than thiét,” ba lap lai, lac dau.

DPé lam ba vui 1én, Benjamin hoi ba c6 cai am dién nao khong.

Ai dé ba Kettle phan no. “Cung goi thit d6 ma 1a &m? Ba thi khong. Am
nuwéc soi la béi bép 10 nong, chit khong phai khi bAm mot cai nut.

Benjamin nd nu cudi tén to. “Chau xin 16i.”

Charlie quyét dinh da dén ldc ra vé. Bon ching dén dé 1y Rembrandt va
ching da cé con chudt r6i. N6 ditng 1én cam on ba Kettle da mai tra.

“Khong c6 chi, Charlie Bone. Cung sé dén nita chit?”
Charlie dap, “Di nhién a.”

Ba Kettle dan bon chiing tré lai phong trwdc, nhung lic sap di qua 6 ctra
vom, Charlie chgt dirng lai. N6 chgt cam thay cé cai gi & phia bén trai gian
giat rat khac thuwong. N6 phdai dya vo twong dé gitr binh tinh, va mot cam
giac nhon nhot trong c6 hong khién né bat ho. N6 quay dau lai, rat cham,
va thdy & trén cai ban tron, khuat trong béng t6i x6 mot vat den xi, tron um.
Trong ki hon né nhan ra d6 la mot cai am co, den kit khéi mudi.
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“Ba da bao cung la cai dm t6t nhat cia ba nam khuat néo ma,” ba Kettle
bao khé.

“Cai am tot nhat ctia ba day sao?” Charlie tién lai gan cai vat den thui.

“U, cho dén nay.” Ba Kettle n6i kh& dén néi Charlie hdu nhw khong nghe
thdy, nhung né cam nhan dwogc noéi vui swéng cua ba khi néi. “N6 do t6 tién
cua ba, Feromel, rén ra cach day hon nam tram nam. Feromel la thg ren
kiém thay phap. Ong dy da rén rat nhiéu 4m sit than ky. C6 troi biét bay
givof ching dau ca r6i.” Ba dén ditng ngay sau lung Charlie. “Cung la
ngwoi chu du diung khong, Charlie? Ba dang thac mac cung c6 cdm thdy né
khong?”

“Cam thay?” Charlie dwa tay cam quai am den chdy, trong muc dén noi.
Nap am c6 m6t nim tron bong loang & giita. Charlie nhe nhang nhac nap
am lén. N6 nhin vao vong nuwéc den ngom, “Trong day day nuwée.”

“N6 ludn ludn day nuwdc,” ba Kettle bao. “ Luén luén. Khong thé can. N6
c6 thé s6i can nwdc. Nhung vao ngay diéu do xdy ra sé la két thic...”

Billy rén rén tGi gan ho. “Keét thic cai gi a?”
“Thé gigi?” anh mat cia Charlie bi mat nwéc den phang gii rit lai.

“Keét thic mot cudc doi,” ba Kettle néi. “Pay nap lai di, Charlie, r6i dem
né vé cung véi cung ludn thé.”

“Chau?” Charlie 14t dat day nap lai.

“ Chi mot thoi gian thoi,” ba Kettle nhe nhang. “Pung, Charlie. Feromel
muon cung gilt nd.”

“Nhung tai sao?” Charlie ngo6 tran cai vat hinh tron den nhu than, hai tay
né budng thong bén swong nhitng ngon tay lat bat lo au. N6 khong mudn
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lay cai d&m c6 xwa c6 kha nang du bao chét chéc nay. Bao nhiéu mang
nguwoi da mat, Charlie ty hoi, trong khi n6 s6i can di, hé hd, trong méot goc
toi am khéi, tham doc khong khi bang hoi nwdc hiém hoa cuaa né.

“N6 khong phai vat xau dau, Charlie.” Ba Kettle cam vat gia bao quy gia
l1én va trao cho Charlie. Thé la nhitng ngén tay run run ctia né nam chat
quai am.

“Ba hi vong no6 sé khong bao gio s6i can di vi cung, Charlie,” ba Kettle
néi. “Pay la thoi diém nguy hiém cho nhitng nguwoi nhw cwng, nhat 1a khi
c6 dinh dén thang bé ngwdi ca dé, thanh thit n6 rat hay am 1én. Khong can
phai dat né trong 10. Cung c6 thé dat no bat c¥ dau cng muodn. Néu cé hoi
hwéng nguy hiém xdy ra trong khong khi, n6 sé néng 1én. Cang néng thi
cung cang phai can than.” Ba mim cwoi khap lwot v6i cd dam. “Nao, ¢t yén
tam nhé, may cung. Ba sé dé mat t6i tiém ban ca.”

Chuang cam on ba Kettle vé tra lan nita, va vai phit sau, Charlie bwéc
trén dwong Primmy vGi mot cai am den tung tay trong tay.

Pén cubi duwong, ching ré ngd queo va dam sam vao Emma, Olivia va
hai dira bé xiu xiu.

“Qi, khong, khong Charlie Bone,” Olivia la bai bai roi chay mét tim vé
phia duwong Do6i Cao.
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Olivia bat dau khién Charlie kho chiu. “Sao n6 b6 chay nhw ma am thé?”
N6 thac mac.

Emma nhin n6 trach méc. “Chtr cau nghi tai sao?”

Charlie byc tirc. “Lam sao Olivia lai tin minh da néi nhitng diéu ay vé
né. Dagbert bia ra do. Thang ddy noi ldo. B6 dau cé tin, phadi khong
Emma?”

“Om...” con nho ling ting. “T& ludn tin khi nguoi ta bao td... khong
dep, hay t6 ngu, hay...”

“Bo khong nén vay, do...” Charlie kip ditng lai. “Y minh 1a bd tuyét déi
khong dc tin lung tung.”

“Dagpbert luon luon déi tra,” Billy do 10i.

“N6 bao Billy la do di dang,” Benjamin thém.
“Ma Billy c6 bic minh dau,” Charlie bao.
“Pa buc,” Billy stra lai.

Charlie gid bo nhu khong nghe thay. “Va t¢ thich cac kiéu téc cta bo,

»

Em.
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Trong bd Emma twoi [én. Con nhé suyt mim cwdi. “Dé minh sé giai thich
tat ca cho Liv. N6 rat nhay cam vé dién mao cta minh. Nhung, néi that,
minh nghi né thich phéng dai moi thit 1én cho kich tinh mot chit. Chang
bao 1du né sé chan mang vé mat cau cé, va roi né sé lai hanh x nhw chwa
titng c6 chuyén gi xdy ra ay ma.”

“Minh hi vong sé nhanh nhanh 1én,” Charlie bao.

Thang bé con nay gio ct dom trirng tritng cai @am den. Thinh linh né haéi.
“Cai gi do?”

“Cai nay a?” Charlie gio cai am lén vGi vé e dé. “La cai am cli anh muon
d6 ma.”

“Ci, cii oi la cii,” thang bé nhan xét.

Emma hét 1én. “Xin 10i, t& quén mat. Pay la hai dita em ho ctia bo do,
Charlie.”

“Y bd néi ching 1a ... con ctia ba di Venetia?” Charlie bit dau lv y t6i
cap doi cau bo cau bat. “Anh la Charlie,” né cudi toe toét vdi bon tré. “Thi
ra ... ba co cua anh la me maéi caa cac em.”

“Tui em biét r6i,” dita con gai n6i. “Em la Miranda va day la Eric. Tui
em di ldy con ché cua tui em.”

“Bo6 khong dinh di vdi tui nay a, Charlie?” Emma mim cuwdi day stc
thuyét phuc. “T¢ khong thich Nghach T6i, ma Olivia thi vé r6i.” N6 ém 13y
nguoi va rung minh.

“Pi chit,” Charlie néi.

Nghach T6i khong phdi 1a noi nguwoi ta thich dén mt minh. Mot ngd hep
ti,t6i om om dan vao mét khu toan nhitng toa nha cao, xam xit bao quanh

https://thuviensach.vn



mot manh san 16m ngdém da soi. Hau hét nha ¢ d6 déu bit kin mit — ctra 16n
thi dong dinh chét di con ctta s6 thi cai thanh chan.

O cu6i manh san c6 mdt diy nha cit ngang ngd hém. Nha nao ciing c6
nhitng thap nhon cao nghéu, nhitnglan can sat, ctta so dai, trén tran twong
trang tri nhitng twgng da hinh thu quai dan: nguwoi khong 16, yéu tinh, than
lun, quy sa tang va nhitng con thti gém ghiéc.

Nha cua ba C6 Venetia ¢ bén phdi, vira lgp mai méi sang choi, trong
khang trang hon nha cua ba c6 Eustacia ¢ chinh gitra, hay nha cta ba co

Lucretia & bén trai.

“Ba co Venetia vira dung lai nha m6i,” Charlie nhan xét. “ Sau vu hoa
hoan trong né kinh khung khiép.”

“Hoa hoan?” Guong mat quat queo ctia Miranda ram lai sg hai. “Chuyén
xdy ra thé nao?”

“0 ... e...a, mot tai nan,” Charlie lang tranh.

Emma nhin né mot cdi, ra diéu cdm on né da khong miéu ta chi tiét. Ba
cau thang dan 1én ba canh ctta den; moéi canh ctta gan mot con s6 13 bang
dong thau & chinh gitra.

“Ba s6 13,” Billy thi tham. (Pay la noi khién nguwdi ta phdi néi tham véi
nhau). “Chac chu dwa thu sé réi tinh roi mu?”

“Chac chan,” Charlie thtra nhan.

Co tiéng rén tru tréo tir bén trong ngodi nha so 13 thit ba, va Miranda thét.
“Chattypatra d6! Thay chwa?”

Ching chay bang qua manh san va dirng lai & chan cau thang. Hat Dau
bat dau stia phan khich. Pubi n6 ngody tit hau nhw khong thdy dau nita.
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“Ong ctia bo bao chia khéa & duéi bitc twong than lun,” Emma néi véi
Charlie.

“Than gi?” Nhung Charlie da thdy n6: mot khéi da lun tum hup, trong
nhw quy hién hinh ¢ goc t6i mai hién.

“Chi t6i day, Chattypatra,” Miranda goi. “T6i day.”

Tiéng tru cang dit doi hon, bién thanh mot trang rd mé sang, trong khi
Hat Pau hoa theo bang tiéng ddc trung ang ang ctia minh.

“IM DI!” Charlie hét con cho to.

Benjamin bum ban tay quanh miii Hat Dau. “B6 khong can phai quat n6
thé,” n6 noéi nhuw bi xtc pham.

“Xin 16i, chi tai minh khong suy nghi dwgc,” Charlie nhin tritng trirng
birc twong.

“Co6 gi phai suy nghi? Chia khoa & dudi bitc twgng.” Emma bat dau budc
1én cau thang.

“Pirng, Em.” Charlie niu canh tay con nhé. “Cam céi nay.” N6 trao cho
con nho cai am.

“Oa, nang qua.” Emma cham vao hong chiéc am den. “Né néng thé.”

“Minh biét.” Charlie da nhan thdy cdi am dang nong lén. Cé gi nguy
hiém & nha ba c6 Venetia? N6 budc 1én cau thang trong khi bon kia van &
dwéi san, nin khe nhin n6. N6 cti xuéng bitc twgng, chgt dirng lai. Bic
twong vira mdi chdp mat. Lé nao do6 la hiéu &ng anh sang? Hay la bong cta
Charlie d6 khudén xuong khoi da? Khong phai. Charlie chac chan mot mi
mat cta bitc twgng vira mdi bao 1ay con mat tron 4c nghiét. Viéc xay ra rat
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nhanh, hau nhw khéng kip thoi gian cho Charlie ghi nhan. Nhung ding la
no da dong day.

Charlie quay lai dam tré dwdi kia, tat ca dang nhin 1én n6, cham chu theo
doi, ngoai trit Eric — thang bé dang ng6 dam dam birc twgng vdi vé xa xam,
quai la.

Charlie nin th@, cii le xuéng va day birc twgng ra sau. Chiéc chia khéa
ctra ctia ba c6 Venetia 10 ra. N6 nhat 1én va vay vay xuéng cho bon kia.

Ca dam ho reo “ Uu-raa!” va chay ua 1én cau thang.

Charlie tra chia khao vao 6,van, va canh cra mé ra ma khong két 1én,
huong ho la tiéng rit dung gdy nhw n6 da e ngai.

Mot con ch6 nhé mau trang ban ra khéi ng6i nha va nhay gon vao vong
tay Miranda.

“Qi, Chatty, Chatty!” Mt Miranda c6 nguy co tran 1é dén noi.
Eric mim cwoi, mot cach khong cudng lai dugc.

Hat Dau mirng quynh hon bao gio hét. N6 giat khoi tay Benjamin, lao b6
tGi, hit ngri con ché trong tay Miranda. Chattypatra khong phan d6i; ma
that ra c6 nang suc mom hit lai va sta ang ang rat binh than vao tai chu
chang.

“Cudc hon phdi than tién,” Benjamin thd hat ra toai nguyén. “Minh ludén
biét mot ngay nao d6 Hat Pau sé tim dwgc ban gai ma.”

Miranda nguyt Benkamin mot cai.
Charlie tra chia khéa vao cho cii va ca dam titc toc rat khoi Ngach Tai.

Charlie cdm thdy t0i nghiép hai dita tré sé phai tr& vé, sdong véi ba co
Eustacia nghiét ngd. N6 dan do liéu minh c6 nén dé nghi ching ta tic &
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ngoi nha s6 8 khong, nhung cé diéu gi d6 ngan né lai, c6 1€ 1a anh mat lanh
lung cua Eric va céi kiéu thang bé cit liéc trom chiéc am.

“Nay!” Emma trao lai cdi &m cho Charlie. “Am gi quai chva tiing théy.
Gio n6 ngudi réi.”

Ngon tay cta Charlie nam quanh quai &m lanh ngat. N6 khong hé hé gi
toi lich s ki la caa vat nay.

Nhom tré tach ra lam hai khi chiing t&i duong P6i Cao. Bon con trai
Charlie ré trai vé dwong Filbert, trong khi dam con lai di vé khu nha tho
16n.

Benjamin can Charlie ho trg méi kéo dwogc Hat Bau khoi Chattypatra, c6
nang ngoan ngoan di bén canh Miranda, ch6c choc lai dirng budc va ai oan
nhin vé hwéng Hat Dau.

“Vay khong cong bang,” Billy noi. “Hai con ché dang ra phdi di cung
v0i chung ta.”

“Em c6 tinh cho tui anh biét ching n6 dang n6i gi khong?” Charlie héi.
Billy do mdt 1én. “Tr01i, toan tinh yéu khong a.”
Benjamin nhuwéng may nhin con ché cta né. “Chang han?”

Billy hang giong. “Pai khdi... a, em la con ché dep nhat anh thay ké twr
bita sang.”

“Bira sang?” Charlie thac mac. “Em goi d6 ma la tinh yéu?”

“Po6 la thit nd thich nhét,” Benjamin dam chiéu. “Mot miéng banh nhan
thit bo hap con thira.”
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Charlie khéng hoi Chattypatra néi gi nita. N6 nghi minh sé that vong
mat. V§i lai Billy sé ém nhem nhiéu. Bam bdo thang bé nguwong nén khong
nhac lai nhitng cau yéu thuwong w6t at dau.

Rembrandt thang 1én phong Charlie. N6 khong muon Hat Bau dudi con
chuot caa no chay long vong quanh nha.

Ngoai Maisie da san sang mot trong nhitng bita trra hoanh trang nhat
cta ba. “Ra la cac chau dén nha s6 13?” Ba hoi khi ddm nhoc dang ngau
nghién mén bo ro-ti. “Ong Paton da ké cho ba nghe tat ca roi.”

“Tui chau da tim thdy con ché va Hat Bau mén c6 nang ngay.” Benjamin
triu mén li€c con ché dang ngoi trong goc, tham chi khong dung t6i cuc
Xxuwong ma ngoai Maisie da dat xudng tredc mat no.

“N6 twong tuw roi,” ngoai Maisie quan sat. “Do 1a tinh yéu dich thyc.” Bat
than ba trong thiy cai am den duédi san, canh chan Charlie. “Gi thé nay?”

“No6 la ... rm, cai am.” Charlie dap. “Con nhan né & mot tiém trén
dwong Piminy, ba Kettle dwa.”

“Cha hiéu sao ma con mudn céi vat cli mem d6?” Ngoai Maisie héi. “Cai
am dién cuaa ba la tot lam ro6i.”

“Cai am do rat dac biét.” Billy néi.

“Ada!” Ngoai Maisie v& 18 ngay. “Ta nghi ba Kettle cfing 1a con chau
Vua bo.”

“T6 tién ba dy 1a mot tho rén kiém thay phap,” Charlie bao. “Ong ay da
lam cai am nay. N6 c6 thé... tm, hitu ich cho con.”

“Huw!” Dau ty hao vé tai phép cua Charlie nhung nhiéu khi ngoai
Maisie cho dé la diéu bat hanh khung khiép. N6 da bao phen dan Charlie
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t¢i nguy hiém, roi vao nhitng tinh huéng ma chi nhd may man Charlie m&i
toan mang.

Ctra trvdc x6 danh am roi nhitng buwéc chan huynh huych bang qua hanh
lang lat gach bong. Charlie v6i dung chan day cai dm xa tit vO gam ban.
Nhwng da qua tré. Mot phit sau khi cita mé tung, ndi Bone ditng swng do,
nhin moi nguwdi tring tritng. Mat ba ta 1ap titc ha xuéng chiéc am den. Lam
thé nao ma ba ta luén nhin thay nhitng vat ma Charlie mu6n giau thi qua la
diém bi hiém.

“Cai gi d6?” Ba ta chat van.
“Pau c6 gi,ndi Bone,”Charlie lam mat ngé ngan.

“Pirng lam b0 ngu si. Tao thay rd ma dau c6 gi. Mot cai am ban thiu. Vit
di. Tao khong muén chita né trong nha cta tao.”

Ngoai Maisie kéo mot chiéc ghé ra moi. “Ba muén an trwa khong,
Grizelda?”

Khong roi mat khéi cai am, ndi Bone néi, “ Ta an roi, dirng c6 y lam ta
phan tam.”

Charlie bat chgt hao hitng. “Pé ndp cho tredng do, noi Bone. Tui con bi
bat phai tim do vat c6 xwa cho mon lich stt. Con thay ty hao vé minh qua.”

Mat noi Bone hoi hoi mém di. Viéc & treong la mot wu tién trong sach
lwge caa ba ta. Tuy nhién ba ta van khéng bi danh lac hwéng hoan toan.
“N6 dé nop cho truong sao may dam bdo la dau c6 gi?”

Charlie ci'ng ham. N6 nhin Billy va Benjamin, hy vong su tng cttu. Bon
nay im de tr6 mat dom lai n6, bat Iuc.
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Nhung Hat Pau da kip citu Charlie. Con ché by nay ghét ndi Bone
khong ké xiét. Chi cai mui cta ba ta théi cting da lam n6 phot ra mot tiéng
gu tirc gian.

“Tao da bao la khong dugc mang con cho nay vo day kia ma,” noi Bone
huwéng hoa lwc vé phia Benjamin.

“Phai, thra ba Bone,” tiéng Benjamin hau nhu tit mit.

Ngoai Maisie khong doi nao chiu dé bita trira ctia minh bi gian doan kiéu
nay. “Lay troi, Grizelda.” Ba dan manh chiéc ghé khong. “Néu ba khong
muon an thi lam on lang 1€ di. Bon tré nay dang lanh va doi, va ta sé khong
dé ba hoan bita an néng sét cta ching dau. Con ché d6 chang lam gi hai
ca.”

“Ba coi chitng day, Maisie Jones.” Noi Bone trong con say kiém chuyén.
Co6 thé thay ro diéu do6 trong nu cwoi nham hiém trén madt ba ta. “Néu ba
con doi dau vdi ta thi ba sé bi duoi c6. Pay la nha cuda ta va ba dugce ha co
cho @ nho ma thoi.”

Mot giong cat 1én dang sau ba ta. “Nha ctia ching ta, Grizelda.”

Noi Bone giat minh danh thét. Ba ta da khong nghe thay tiéng Ong cau
Paton tir dang sau di tGi.

“Hay thdi néi tdo lao va dé chiing t6i dn yén lanh.” Ong cau Paton chop
lay vai ba chi.

Ba ta vung khdi 6ng, lau bau trong c6 hong r6i 1ti véi 1én cau thang.

Ong cau Paton buwdc vo bép va ng6i vao cho dau ban. “Xin 106i, t6i xudng
tré,” 6ng noi nhw khéng cé gi xay ra.
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Bon con trai phan chan han 1én, nhwng c6 kim ché, dé phong noi Bone
tim cach tr& xuéng hoach hoe ching. Benjamin bi chwéng bung. Biéu dang
phan nan duy nhét khi dén nha Charlie : hinh anh gay 10n rudt ctia noi
Bone.

Phan con lai ctia bita an tréi qua rat vui vé. Pén lac cat banh pudding
nho, Charlie da ké xong cho 6ng cau nghe vé chuyén tham ba Kettle va phi
vu giai cttu Chattypatra.

“Chiing ta hiy xem c4i &m nao,” Ong cau Paton néi khi khi miéng banh
pudding cu6i cung da bién mat.

Charlie 1ay chiéc am dat 1én ban.

“Do qua,” ngoai Maisie cy ny va chong nhitng cai dia khong lai.

Ong cau Paton deo kinh vao va kéo cai &m vé phia minh. Ong nhic nip
dm lén. “Um,” dng hit ngli chat 16ng mau den. “Ching c6 mii gi,” dng
nhan xét, “nhuwng rd rang no rat, rat, rat xwa roi.” Ong go gd thanh 4m. “Sét.
Ping. Rat lanh.”

“DPé la vi khong c6 nguy hiém,” Billy noi.

“Chau ca la n6 vira méi néng 1én,” Benjamin noéi, nhin vo cho ngi Bone
ding vira nay.

“Ba ay khong nguy hiém,” Charlie néi. “Ba dy chi xau tinh th6i. Nhung
c6 gi do6 rat nguy hiém & nha c6 Venetia, co6 1€ 1a...” n6 ngai ngan.

“Cé 18 1a cai gi, Charlie?” Ong cau Paton nhin qua phia trén cip kinh ntta
vang trang.

“Khong a,” Charlie khong biét giai thich thé nao vé cai chép mat cia bic
twong than lun. Rat c6 thé do chang qua la né twdng twgng ma thoi.
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Ong cau Paton bao no6 dé cai am & trong phong no. “Dé cho khuat dy, néu
ta la con,” 6ng thém. “Con khéng mu6n lam mat né dau nhi.”

Binhg thuwong han 1a Charlie da t6i quan Ca Phé Pha Kiéng vao chiéu
Cha Nhat. Nhung hom nay khong c6 vé binh thuwong. N6 khong mudn téi
dung do Olivia, va lai, c6 tin don rang Tancred va Lysander sé dwa ban gai
t¢i d6. Vé mat nay mat khac, Charlie thdy quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng khong
phai 1a noi thich hgp dé dan ban gai t6i. Bau khong khi & do khong thé goi
la Iang man duoc.

Vi vay bon con trai & lai trong bép coi tivi, dén khi anh sang r&i bau troi
va man dém sao sa phu trum thanh pho.

Dbén lic Benjamin ra vé, Hat Pau van dwgm vé khao khat trong do6i mat
nau to tron.

“Chac minh phdi dwa no6 tré lai gap Chattypatra mat,” Benjamin noi twr
bén kia dwong. “Cé 1€ cubi tuan sau.”

“U,” Charlie dap. N6 nghi dén hai dita bé con & Ngach T6i. N6 hi vong
Chattypatra dugc phép ngu chung v6i bon chung.

Charlie nhin Benjamin di vo nha né xong roi quay lai leo bac cap nha so
9. Mot chuyén dong trén duong dap vao mat no. Co gi do vot ra khéi mot
than cdy — vat dé thap, khong hinh thu. N6 voi vang linh vo nha va déng
sap cua lai.

Do 1a lic thap nén. Ngoai Maisie tat den bép, con Charlie tat den hanh
lang. NGi Bone la ngwoi duy nhat trong nha da quén mat né nép nay. Ai nay
twéng ba ta phai nhé tai phép ctia Ong cau Paton cht, chi tinh riéng bao Ian
ba ta bi tdm mua thuy tinh.

“Em thich anh nén lam,” Billy n6i, n6 mang con chudt xuoéng dé cho an.
“Ca Rembrandt cting thich.”’
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“Anh cling vay,” Charlie nai.

Qua that, khung canh dm cting, trén bép 10 khé reo va nén tam dam can
phong am ap trong anh sang vo vé. Sau doé Charlie ra kéo rém ctra lai, thi
bong tam trang an binh, thodi mai ctia né bi xda tan titc khac, bai vi, c6 hai
guwong mat dang nhin Ién ctta s6 - nhitng con mat vang éch l6e 1én tia sac
cda laoif thd va vang tran thap 16 nhitng tim 1ong.

Charlie thét that thanh.
“Gi d6?” Ong cau Paton 14t dat t1a vo nha bép.

“La ho,” Charlie run ray. “Cai vat chung ta da thdy bén ngoai G6c Kim
Cuong.”

Hai hinh thu d6i mi trum lién lui khoi ctra so.

Nhitng cap mat chdy chia vé phia 6ng, roi hai ngwoi la co gio chay trén
duong.

“Dirng lai,” Ong cau Paton goi. “Cho biét danh tinh.”
Nhitng nguwdi doi mii trum tang toc.
“Nay, dung chay!!”

Charlie ra t6i cita vira kip thady 6ng cau lao xuéng nhitng bac thang va
dud6i theo hai ké la. Lic nay ho thup cad bon xudng ma chay véi téc do div
doi. Nhung Ong cau Paton c6 d6i cing dai nhat thanh phd. Chi véi ba ct
dwén, 6ng da bat kip ho.

“Bat dugc roi!” 6ng hét, tom gay mot trong hai ké la.

Charlie khong ro6 chuyén gi xay ra tiép theo, bdi vi den duong phia trén
Ong cau Paton bat than né tung va thay tinh x6 nhw 1an mwa bac xuéng ca
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ba than hinh.

Mot tiéng tru cuong no doi vang pho phwong, noi tiép la tiéng thét dau
dén caa Ong cau Paton.

“Troi, n6 can ta!”

“Khong phai no, thva ong Yewbeam,” mot giong rit rd. “Chung toi la
con nguoi.”

“Ai...” Ong cau Paton dinh néi.
Nhwng hai sinh vat da tan bién vao bong tai.
San Soi Hoang

Nguoc xubi dwong Filbert, nhitng cira ra vao va ctta so lan lwgt md ra,
cai thi bao dan, cai thi rut re. Tiéng ngwdi lao xao ché vao man dém.

“Chuyeén gi do, ha?”

“Ai vay?”

“Ong Yewbeam nha s6 9.”

“Ong Yewbeam, 6ng c6 sao khong?”
Ai d6 hoi, “C6 phai n6 la s6i?”

Trude khi Ong cau Paton tra 15i gi, Agnes Prout, hang x6m séat vach cia
gia dinh Yewbeam, hét twéng. “Chac chan la ch6 séi. N6 da v6 thanh pho.”

Nghe vay 1ap titc nam, sau canh ctra voi dong ap lai.
N&m chit c6 tay, Ong cau Paton ldo dao di ngwoc vé nha. Khi Charlie

chay tdi don ong, Benjamin va me no bang ao qua duvong, co Hat Pau vo
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cung sot sang dan dau.
“B0 c6 sao khong, Charlie?” Benjamin hét.
“Minh khong sao, nhung 6ng cau minh chac la c6.”

Co Brown kinh hai nhin siyng dong mau chdy doc xuong nhitng ngén tay
ctia Ong cau Paton. “Ong Paton, chuyén gi thé a? Tdi c6 thé gitip gi?

“Khong c6 chi,” Ong cau Paton cOc can. “Ba Maisie sé bang bé cho t6i.”

“Nhung nguoi 6ng day thuy tinh.” C6 Brown luéng cuéng nhd nhitng
manh vun trén vai Ong cau Paton.

“Lam on tranh ra, Patricia,” Ong cau Paton khan thiét. “C6 lam diit tay
minh bay gio,” 6ng bat dau leo 1én bac cap nha s6 9, vGi Charlie d cui trd
ong.

Me cia Benjamin chwa chiu vé nha. C6 kién quyét ditng trén via he, nhat
dinh phai moi dén cung sw huyén bi & ngay mé ctra nha minh. “No6 la s6i
phai khong?” Co nghiém trang. “Moi nguoi dang ban tan. Ho goi nd6 la Soi
Hoang. Ta c6 thé nghe tiéng né tru hang dém. Chac han né séng trong vung
dong hoang bén kia séng.”

“Patricia,” Ong cau Paton khing dinh. “Khéng phai tdi bi soi tin cong.”
“Thé thi l1a cai gi...”

“P¢ 1a con ngwdi!” Roi khong ngoai nhin lai, Ong cau Paton sai buéc vo
nha.

Charlie thdy minh nén c6 10i. “Xin 16i,” né quay qua Benjamin va c6
Brown. “Ong cau cua chau bi thwvong. Chuic ngu ngon, Benjamin, chuc ngu
ngon, co Brown.”
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“Chic nga ngon, Charlie,” Benjamin lo lang. Vé mat me n6 qua quyeét:
Toi-sé-tim-bang-dugc-su-that-clia-viéc-nay.

Co6 Brown dinh dac buwdc vé nha s6 12, Benjamin va con chd theo sat
nat. “Me sé tim hiéu tan cung viéc nay,” co noi.

“Gi gi thé ndy?” Ngoai Maisie hét 1én khi Ong cau Paton loang choang
vO nha bép.
“Ong cau Paton bi cdn.” Charlie gitip 6ng cau ngdi xudng ghé.

Ong cau Paton xdn tay 4o 1én. “Ba vui 1ong 14y cho t6i mot chau nuwéc
sach va mot it thudc sat tring.”

“Ong c6 bao gid bi ché cin dau!” Ngoai Maisie hét ho hét hai ra bon va
hitng nwéc vo chau. “Khéo 6ng nhiém bénh dai ddy, Paton.”

“Khong phai ché cin,” Ong cau Paton néi yéu 6t. “Chic chin khong
phai la cho.”
“On troi,” ngoai Maisie bung chau nuwéc t6i bén Ong cau Paton. Cam 6

tay 6ng, ba bat dau cham bang khan sach.

Charlie chgn ngwoi khi nhin nhitng vét rang. Ngoai Maisie cham lién tuc
bat dau c6 tac dung. Khi mau sach hét, vét thwong & c6 tay 10 r0 ra.

“T6i thady giong nhw s6i can,” ngoai Maisie nhan xét khi quan sat co tay
Ong cau Paton. “Nhitng vét ndy, hinh nhw 1a ring ning — ring ctta khong
sau thé nay, chac chan 1a hai céi rang nang, @ mot trong hai bén.”

“Toi khong thé giai thich dwgc.” Ong cau Paton dé cho ngoai Maisie
bang c6 tay minh bang mdt miéng vai voan trang. “Sinh vat do noi tiéng
nguoi voi téi. Chua hét, nd con biét tén t6i.”
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“Troi, ai ma tin dugce!” Ngoai Maisie ding len va dem cai chau trg ra
bon.

Su6t quang thoi gian dd, Billy ng6i im thin thit, d6m chdt Rembrandt vo
nguc. Trong no vira s¢ hdi vira hoang mang.

“Em sao vay, Billy?” Charlie hoi. “Em biét nhitng sinh vat d6 a?”
“Khong han,” Billy nhiu may sau hoam. “Em chi dang suy nghi th6i.”
“Suy nghi gi?” Charlie ng6i xudng sat bén no.

“Um, that ra em dang thic mic.”

“Thac mac gi?”

“Giong ndi — khi n6 tru thi nghe nhw chiing ta hay nghe thdy ban dém.
That kho giai thich, nhung n6 st dung cung mot ngon ngit.”

“Nhung tiéng ching ta nghe thady ban dém la soéi, Billy cung a,” ngoai
Maisie bao. “Nguoi ta goi n6 la S6i Hoang.”

“Ké tan cong t6i hau nhw 1a con ngudi,” Ong cau Paton thém.
Billy 1é phép lam mat buéng binh. “Chitng la mé6t,” né khang khang.

Ong cau Paton ring minh thay rd. “Trudong hop dé, ta danh két luan 1a
ching c6 ho hang. That tinh, ta mét rii dén khong con sitc ma giai dap
nhitng cau do nay nita. Ta di nga day. Tui nho ciing di ngu di, nhanh 1én.
Ngay mai con di hoc.” Ong ditng day, hoi nhin mit khi 6ng ndm ban tay
trai vo lung ghé minh dang ngoi.

Ngoai Maisie ling nghe tiéng Ong cau Paton 1é chan 1én cau thang. Ba
lic dau. “Ong cau ctia con khong 6n dau, Charlie, néu con hiéu y ta. Ta cau
cho vét can khong c6 noc doc.”
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Charlie khong c6 co hdi chd xem vét cdn cia Ong cau Paton c6 khéi
khong. Sang thit Hai nao ciing quynh quang ca 1én. Quan &o nhét voi v6 gid
xach, bita sang cap rap, sau d6 Charlie va Billy ra khéi nha, chay hoc toc
dén cu6i duong Filbert dé don xe buyt ctia hoc vién.

Ngoai Maisie vay tay tién chiing, hét vGi theo. “Ta sé bao cho céac con
néu 6ng cau trd nang. Can than day, cac con.”

L1 tré trong hoc vién khong dwgc phép dung dién thoai, radio hay tivi.
Vai dta nhé nha da 1én mang dién thoai di dong vo, nhung trong hoc vien
ludn c6 gian diép san sang t6 giac ban bé dé lay long gia dinh Bloor. Dién
thoai di dong ludén ludén bi phat hién va bi tich thu, con chu nhan thi bi cdm
tac.

Ba bép truwdng la moi day lién lac duy nhat ctia Charlie véi thé gigi bén
ngoai, nhung né e ngai khong biét noi sg Lord Grimwald c6 ngan ba tiét 10
tic cho no6 hay khong.

Su6t ca ngay khong thay ba bép truedng xuat hién trong cang-tin. T6i bita
tra, Charlie nhoai nguwdi qua quay, khé héi mot c6 phu viéc nha bép than
thién tén la Valerie, xem c6 phai ba bép truwdng bi bénh khong.

“Co thdy ba dy khoée ma. Chac ba ay ban t6i miii nén khéng ra quay
duwgc.”

Charlie lo lang. “C6 cho chau géi... gdi 1oi hoi tham ba dy dwgc khong?”
“Dugc chit cung.” Co Valerie nhoén miéng cuoi.
Bat chot c6 tiéng eo éo. “Vay ra ba bép trwdng la ban cda anh a?”

Charlie quay lai. Dagbert da 1én dén dang sau n6 tir bao gi@, nhe dén noi
Charlie khong biét.
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“Kh... khong,” Charlie 4 ¢. “Chi la d6 an ngon hon khi cé ba bép
treong.”

Do6i mat xanh luc ctia Dagbert 16e 1én. “T6i nao co budc t6i anh gi dau,
Charlie.”

Charlie tat twdi ra khéi quay. N6 khong con muén an nita. Billy theo né
ra khoi cang-tin.

“Co tin gi vé ong cau cua anh khong?” Billy hoi.
“Lam gi c6,” Charlie dam dang. “Anh chwa gap ba bép truwéng.”
Billy 16t tot di khoi, trong tai than ghé gom.

Khi ba bép trudng khong xudt hién trong bita an sang thit Ba, rudt gan
Charlie nhuw Itta dét.

Fidelio chay tdi Charlie khi n6 tho than trong san choi gio nghi giai lao
dau tién. “Trong em nhu c6 may den phu xuéng vai vay.” Fidelio dam n6
mot cai than tinh.

“Pau c6!” Charlie day tay ban di.
“Sao gat gong ghé thé!”

Charlie thdy héi han. “Em dang lo cho dng cau ctia em. Ong bi mét...
mot vat can, vGi lai em cling lo sot vé vi chwa thady ba bép trudng dau, ma
Dagbert thi...?

“Charlie, khoan nao!” Fidelio chan lai. “Binh tinh coi, tir tt* ké anh nghe
chuyén gi xay ra.”

Fidelio la nguwoi lang nghe cyc gidi. Charlie nhan thdy dang 1é ra minh
phai gidi bay véi anh tw tredc roi méi dang. N6 ta lai ky nghi cudi tuan cta
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noé, bat dau bang chuyén di tdi nha ba Kettle va két thic khi 6ng cau bi tan
cong. “Nguoi ta nhat myc bdo thit ma tui em nghe thay tru ban dém do la
S6i Hoang, nhung Ong cau Paton khing khiang dé 1a nguoi. Con, cai nay
mdi quai di, Billy bdo giong ctia chiing giéng nhau.”

“Htrm...” Fidelio dirng lai gitta dwong. “Gidng nhau?”

Charlie bong dung xao lang vi mot canh twgng rat thu vi. Tancred dang
song buwdc cung mot c6 gai cuc ky xinh dep, téc vang ong tha dap dénh
xuong ao chung tim téi gan chdm eo. Lan da lang min, moi mong do, do6i
mat xam véi hang mi dai, cong vit. “Hé, do 1a ban...

“Ban gai ctia Tancred,” Fidelio n6i not. “Tracy Morsell, c6 biét danh Keo
Ngot doi vGi dan nam ba.”

“That khéng? Anh biét nhiéu ghé.”

“Chu sao,” Fidelio thira nhan. “Anh dong tai nghe ngong trong san choi.
Va dang kia la Emma Tolly t6i nghiép, 0m trai tim tan v&.”

Theo anh mat caa Fidelio, Charlie thdy Emma ng6i c6 doc trén mot khiic
g0 & goc san xa xa. Mot chong sach dat trén dui Emma va, du ¢ khoang
cach xa thé nay ciing c6 thé thay rd con nhé dang buon rudi rugi.

“N0...?” Charlie quay qua Fidelio.
“N6 dac biét mén Tancred? That. Xwa nay em khong dé y a?”

“Em kho that,” Charlie vo tran. “Pung roi, gio' anh lai néi ra. Toi nghiép

»

Em.

Tiéng tu va di san rdc 1én khap san, goi bon tré tré v6 16p hoc, va Charlie
chay téi giip Emma nhat dong sach roi khéi dui, vang t& tung dwdi chan
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con nho - nhitng trang sach bay bay nhw nhitng d6i canh trang trong gio
buot.

Emma cuwoi cam kich khi nhan sach tr tay Charlie. “Minh khung qua
méi dinh hoc bai ngoai nay,” n6é nho nhe. “Minh c6é mot y nghi dién ro la
néu minh lam hét bai tdp vé nha thi t6i nay minh sé khong phai t&i phong
Nha Vua nita.”

Charlie lac dau. “Pau dugc, Em. Ho sé giao bai khac cho bo lam.”

“Minh biét.”

Fidelio chd ching dé cung di v6 trwong. Ba dita ching n6 lam t6p cudi
cung roi san chaoi.

Pém do Charlie chd lang nghe tiéng tru dang xa. Pém nay tiéng o e va
hoi thé nang né ctia bon con trai dang ngu quanh né dudng nhw 16n hon.
Sau do né thay Billy cling thitc gidc. Charlie cé thé nhin thay cai dau trang
loa nhoa cua Billy khi né ng6i day & phia bén kia givong Dagbert.

“Billy?” Charlie thi tham. “Em c6 nghe thdy gi khong?”

“Em c6 nghe tiéng tru mot lan,” Billy no6i khé, “nhuwng rat nho.”

“N6 noi gi?”

“Em khong chac...” Billy dang do. “Hinh nhw 1a ‘cha’.”

Bong r6i chung nghe thdy tiéng sung no tir xa, khong thé 1am lan dwgc.
Rén nhe mat tiéng, Billy chui tot xuéng tam trai givdng cta no.

Charlie nam xudng trd lai goi, tham nghi, Minh hy vong ho khong giét
chét no.

https://thuviensach.vn



Tai nha s6 12 duong Filbert, Benjamin Brown van con thitc tinh rui. N6
wdc gi c6 Charlie & nha dé cung chia sé hai ngay qua v&i minh. Qua nhiéu
si viéc da xdy ra. Bau dudi la t cudc hop duogc triéu hoi gap rit trong hoi
dong thanh phd. C6 chi Brown quyét dinh cho Benjamin di du cung. “Sé
t6t cho con,” c6 Brown néi. “Con c6 thé hoc hoi dwgc doi dieu.”

Benjamin ban tin ban nghi, t&i hoi né hiéu ra dé tai ban thao la vé Soéi
Hoang. Va ding la n6 hoc dugc nhiéu diéu. Trong d6 c6 mot diéu la nguoi
ta thwong néi doi khi sg hai.

Noi sg bao trum toa nha nguy nga t6i hom doé. Noi sg hién 1én trong mat
moi nguwdi; nodi s¢ duge nghe thay trong nhitng 16i ndi rén rén va phap
phong. Benjamin ngoi gitta cha me, ngay hang ghé dau. Gia dinh Brown
muon quan sat tirng chi tiét nho nhat cia nhitng sy kién kiéu nhu thé nay.

C6 nam ngudi & trén buc. Ho ngo6i dang sau mot cai ban dai, moi nguoi
c6 mot tap bia ho so va mot ly nwdc tredec mat. Benjamin nhan ra vi cha
toa, 6ng Marchwell, Gy vién hoi dong 16i lac, ngwoi thwong hay tdi tham
treong no; né cling nhan ra nguwoi hang xoém sat vach cua Charlie, Agnes
Prout.

Ong Marchwell khai mac phién kién cdo bing mdt bai dién vin ngén.
Ong néi v6i thinh gia rdng tat cad ho & day 1a vi nhitng 1y do dong nhat:
tredc hét, dé thao luan cach thitc va phwong tién nham xac dinh “nhitng am
thanh bat thwong” (mot kiéu mo ta redm ra vé tiéng tru, Benjamin nhan ra
vay) phat ra tir bén kia song, va thit hai, dé quyét dinh xem sinh vat cha thé
cta “nhitng am thanh bat thuwdng” dé cé de doa dén cw dan thanh pho hay
khong.

Té&i day, Agnes Prout tho 16 cat 16i 6ng Marchwell.

“Pe doa hay khong a? Di nhién no de dga muoi muwoi con gi. No la soi
dich xac, quy tha ma bat!”
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Vai nguai vo tay tan thudng con gian bot phat nay. Benjamin hai long la
ba me n6 van dé nguyén tay trén dui.

“Chung ta khong biét chac dé la soi, thwa ba Prout,” 6ng Marchwell néi.

“Chung ta biét ré ranh ranh,” Agnes dop lai. “Chinh mat t6i da thiy no.
N6 da can 6ng hang xém cua t6i, ong Yewbeam. To6i da thdy vét thuwong.
Mot dong méau phut ra tir c6 tay 6ng ay — mot dong mau han hoi.”

Co Brown gio tay len.
Ong Marchwell hoi chém t6i trueée. “Cd cé y kién, co... &, cd...?”

“Brown,” me cuia Benjamin ding l1én. “Trish Brown. T6i mu6n néu bat
rang, 6ng Yewbeam bao véi t6i la 6ng dy bi mot con nguwoi can. Mot...
nguoi co xua, cé 1é vay, nhung chac chan khéng phai la séi.”

Benjamin ty hao vé me minh qua di mat. N6 tham chi con tw hao hon khi
me cuwong quyeét gilt 1ap trwong truwedc nhitng 101 phi bang, rta xa tr Agnes
Prout.

“Nham nhi. Co Brown. Phi ly! Hodc la ong Yewbeam khong con minh
man, hodc la c6 diéc. D6 khong phai la ngudoi. Ma la s6i.”

“Néu 6ng Yewbeam & day...” c6 Brown bat dau.
“Ong ta khong c6 & day,” Agnes cu6p 101, “Thé thdi.”
Co6 Brown gian do phirng mat va ngoi xuong. Chi Brown vo vo lung co.

“Hay lam, me,” Benjamin thi thdm. Me né cudi véi né mot nu cwdi nhan
nhin.

Benjamin nguwdc nhin 1én nhitng bong dén sang choang trén tran nha.
Chac chan 0ng cau cta Charlie khong thé t&i du cudc hop nay duwgc. Moi
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nguoi sé bi chup vo bong toi, véi mua thiy tinh bao pht ngay khoang khac
ong budc qua ctra.

Ctr toa bat dau phtrng phirng khi thé. Khap phong nhitng canh tay dua
l1én rao rao. Nguoi nguoi la 6 khong chd dén lwgt minh. Bat lwc, 6ng
Marchwell gio tay lén nai ni ho hay to ra van minh, cho phép moi nguoi
nghe nhau nai.

“T6i da thay n6 & dai 16 Cruckton!”

“C6 nguoi bao toi n6 ¢ dwong Piminy!”

“Nghe néi né dugc trong thiy & quang treong Nha Tho Lén!”
“No6 bat meo an!”

“Va ca cho nita!”

“Sé dén con nit mai sinh cho coi!”

“R0i tré con!”

“Phai giét n6!”

Phai hoi 1au tiéng huyén ndo mdi diu bét, nhwng 6ng Marchwell 1a ngudi
quyét doan, va ong da xoay x& kiém soat dugc phan con lai cia budi hop.
Chi vé cubi, sy cuéng loan m@i ngdm vo trong vai tiéng nai.

Mot phan quyét duge duwa ra. Ngai thi trudng sé duge bdo cdo vé sy bic
xtc manh liét cia cw dan vé “cai vat” trong dong hoang, theo dé6 mot cudc
di san sé dugc t6 chirc. Bat budc truy phai truy kich, phdi bat, hoac phai
giét cai dugc goi la Séi Hoang. Vi ban ngay sinh vat dé im tiéng, nén cudc
di san sé bat dau vao lic sam t6i, ngay ngay hom sau.
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Khi cu6c hop giai tan, nhitng top nhé van con tu tap trén via hé bén
ngoai toa thi chinh. Benjamin nghe thdy nhitng giong diéu qua khich. Bao
lwe s6i suc trong khong khi. Trong né bong duwng nghi nhitng con ngudi
dién cuong nay con nguy hiém hon bét ¢t loai S6i Hoang nao.

Co chu Brown lang lang bwdc vé nha. Benjamin nhin 1én vé bat binh trén
mat ho va quyét dinh khong hoi han gi hét. Btung vira lic leo 1én bac cap
nha s6 12, ho nghe thay tiéng tru sau tham xuyén qua bau khéng khi lanh
cam.

Benjamin rung minh. “N6 khong cé vé nguy hiém, ma nghe nhw n6 dang
u sau.”

“Budn u uat,” c6 Brown dong y. “Co gi dé khong 6n trong viéc nay.”

Nam phut sau, ng6i trong gian bép am va sang sua, chi Brown néu 1én
nhitng gid thiét. “Thé nay nhé. Ching ta nghe thay tiéng kéu tr dong
hoang, ding khéng? Mot con thu kéu, cé thé néi vay, mot tiéng kéu mang y
nghia gi d6. Kéu cttu. Gio 6ng Yewbeam no6i ‘céi vat’ tdn cong ong la con
nguoi.”

“Ong Paton Yewbeam khong ngéc,” c6 Brown chen vao. “Ong néi n6 1a
con nguoi, va em hoan toan tin 6ng ay.”

“Anh cling tin, Trish,” nguwdi chong voi néi. “Anh tin. Cai vat ma can
nay c6 mang dac diém thu, vi vay, c6 thé c6 moi lién hé gitta cai vat trong
dong hoang va ké tan cong ong Yewbeam.”

Benjamin cham chu lang nghe ba me thao luan. Pugc thita huwdng 6c to

mo, nghi ngd, cling nhw kha nang phan tich, dién giai va linh cam gap doi
cha me, ban than né hita hen sé tré thanh mot tham tir tai ba.

“Con c6 mot linh cam,” Benjamin noi.
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Co cha Brown déanh gia rat cao cau noi nay.
“Linh cadm, 0i, Benjamin!” C6 Brown t6 ra rat hai long.

“La gi vay con? Noi di!” Chu Brown hao hitc nghién cttu vé mat con
trai.

“Um...” Benjamin quyét dinh kéo dai sw cht ¥ ma né da 16i kéo duoc.
“Om, c6 1an Charlie d3 néi v6i con vé mot anh hoc sinh, tén 1a Asa Pike,
chwa hé dugc trong thidy & hoc vién trong hoc ki nay. Anh ta dugc ban phép
thuat, giong nhw Charlie, chi c6 diéu anh ta bién thanh thi vao ban dém.”

Chta Brown gat dau thiéu kién nhan. “Asa? Phai, ba me biét cau ta.”

“Om...” Benjamin nhan nha mot ldc. Nét mit lvu tAm cia ba me né cé
vé rdt man nguyén. “Diéu ba me khong biét la Asa, m6t nguoi cé thoi tirng
ké can Manfred Bloor, 0m, Asa da gitp Charlie tim ra ba ctia n6, va con
doan la Manfred vo cung titc gian vé diéu 4y, vi vay, rat cé thé han da nhot
Asa ¢ dau do6 dé trirng phat.”

Co0 cha Brown nhin con trai vdi vé than phuc va vui mirng khon xiét.
“Benjamin, con noi chi phdi,” chi Brown ho hdi.

“Mot khi da nhan ra chinh xac tiéng tru do, vay con cé nghi ra cach nao
dé cttu con vat tru do khéng?” C6 Brown héi con trai.

O diém nay thi Benjamin néi déi ngay tho: “Khoéng”, trong khi mot y
twong dang hinh thanh trong dau né. Pang sau né, Hat Bau dang nam ngu
song sugt trong 6. Hat Pau c6 thé tim thdy bat cii cai gi, Benjamin suy tinh.
Néu ngtri dugc thiv gi thudc vé Asa, thi con ché by ¢ thé tim ra anh ta.
Benjamin giit y kién nay cho riéng minh. N6 khong muén b6 me né gitp.
N6 muon tim thdy Asa mét minh, hay c6 1é cung véi Charlie.
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“Chung ta phai nhanh chong lam gi dé ngay,” chi Brown noi, “khong thi
do6i san sé giét thang bé dang thuwong do trwdce khi ho nhan ra né la ai. bé
anh sé di gap ngai thi truong.”

“Ong 4y khong tin anh dau,” cd Brown rau ri. “Ong ay von khong quan
tdm dén nhitng viéc xdy ra ¢ hoc vién Bloor. Ong &y biét vé nhitng dita tré
dwgce ban phép thuat, di nhién, nhung 6ng dy khong thich thira nhan diéu
do.”

“Pé con sé suy tinh thém,” Benjamin ndi.

Tim dwgc mot thit thudc vé Asa khong dé nhu Benjamin twdng. N6 phat
hién ra rang chua ting ai thdy cha me ctia Asa bao gio. Khong ai biét ho
song ¢ dau. Hinh nhu ho khong c6 ho hang than thich. Bat c& thit gi Asa
ti'ng mac hay tirng s& vao déu nam sau trong hoc vién Bloor, m&t noi ma
nhitng nguwdi nhw Benjamin khong thé nao vé duwgce. Chac chan gia dinh
Bloor sé khong s6t sang tham gia ctitu Asa. Anh ta da do6i phe. Ho 6 thé coi
anh ta la ké chiéu hoi, mot ké phan boi.

Dbén lic Benjamin di hoc vé ngay hom sau, doi san da san sang. Héa ra
ca nita thanh pho di theo d6i. Bén mudi nguwoi dan 6ng trang kién tap hop
trén cay cau dan tdi vung dong hoang. Chi huy la canh sat triéng Constable
va canh sat vien Wood, mot tay sung ct khoi. Dwdi treéng cua ho la mot
d6i quan tap nham, trong quyét chién trong trang phuc hé 16n — 4o khoat c6
mdi, do lién quan, 4o gi6, 40 mwa. Pau ho d6i nén len, mii trum dau, mii noi
va tham chi cd nén cao béi. Vai ngudi di ing khong tham nwéc, hodc giay
thé thao nhuwng phan 16n di giay bot da vitng chai. Mot nira quan s6 mang
sting sdn, con lai cam den nhdy va dui cui.

Tiéng ho reo vang day khi bn mwoi hai ngwdi dan 6ng ram rap qua cau
va queo phai, di vd con dwong mon cap dong song. Di chirng vai mét, con
dwong mat hiat vo nhitng bui cay thap ram rap — ctra ngd vung déng hoang.
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Ding trén mot 16i mon bén hong dong song thanh phd, cha cua
Benjamin theo doi toan bd chién dich. Chu dy tr§ vé nha trong tam trang
triu ndng, lo au.

“Khong xong r6i,” chii ndi vdi vo va con trai khi ca nha an tritng bac va
rau bina. “Sé xady ra thdm hga mat thoi, hdy nh& 16i ba néi. Vi sting 6ng

thé kia, thé nao cling cé nguoi bi giét trong ving dong hoang ma chwa chac
da la cau bé nguoi so0i.”

Benjamin bat gidc nghi dén Naren, ban cua Charlie. Co bé song véGi cha
me nudi trong can nha nhé sau trong vung dong hoang. Noi d6 1a mot bi
mat, tho mong, la noi bao tén, nwong ndu cua thu bi lac va bi thwong. Liéu
né con la bi mat khi ca toan ngudi vii trang sung, dui cui va duéc hung ho,
dam dap cay co6i xong dén?

Uéc gi minh cé thé ban tinh vGi Charlie, Benjamin nghi.
Charlie ngu thiép di. N6 choang tinh thi thay ai d6 dang lay vai minh.

“Charlie, c6 cai gi ¢ trén twong dang sau anh. Chit.” D6 la giong cua
Dagbert.

Charlie ngo6i day, dui mat.
“Nhin kia! Dang sau anh,” Dagbert thtc giuc.

Charlie nhin quanh. Bic twong phia trén giwvong n6 hién ra chit “Tam
biét”. Lot trong mot mang anh trang, nhitng mau ty run ray, long cong nhw
khong chac minh da xép dung chua.

“Naren!” Charlie néi, quén ca thi tham. “Em di dau?”

Khong c6 thong diép tra 16i. Bitrc twong van trong khong. Mang anh
trang bién mat va can phong trd lai bong tdi mit mung nhw thuong 1€é.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Céi gi vay?” Dagbert hoi.
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Lot cai trang ctia Asa

Charlie 1at sap nguwoi xudng, gia bo ngu. N6 cdm thdy mot ca thui manh
vO lung. “Thoi!” N6 cau tiét n6i tham.

“No6i cho t6i vé nhitng chit trén twong,”Dagbert rit ra.
“Khong. D6 la thong diép rieng tu.”
“Toi sé khong noi cho ai dau”.

“Hur!” Charlie ditng day va di vo buong tam. Néu c6 doi co thi hdy doi
co & nhitng cho khong ai nghe thay-sé an toan hon. BPung nhuv né
doan,Dagbert 10 do di theo.

Charlie dong ctra lai. Mat trang lai lwét ra khoi dam may,roi anh sang
vtra du cho hai thang bé trong thay mat nhau.

Charlie ding dwa lvng vo bon tam. Voi nwdc lanh dang xa 16n,kéu to
t0,don dap. Dagbert ditng bén canh bon,gwong mat xanh nhot dwdi anh
trang.

“T6i khong phai la gian diép. Anh biét,anh c6 thé tin t6i ma.”

“Cau gion choi”,Charlie ng6i 1én mép bon. “Cau rinh rap té6i nhuw do
tham,va cdu lam cho hau hét ban bé t6i quay lung lai véi t6i.”
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“Khong phai”.
“Gan vay. Tai sao cau lam thé?”

Dagbert tut xuéng san bén canh budéng tam,dat hai ban tay 1én dau goi.
N6 nhin nhitng ngoén tay dai ctia minh,gio 1én tirng ngén mot,va cudi cung
dan hai tay vao nhau.

Téng, tédng, tong, tong, tiéng voi nwdc chady trong khi Charlie chd cau tra

10i.

Thinh linh,méi t6c quan tit caa Dagbert dudi ra,nhw cé ban tay vo hinh
giat manh né mot cai. N6 tré nén den béng va ep xudng. “Madt trang diéu
khién cudc doi t6i,” cudi cung Dagbert néi. “Giong nhw thuy triéu vay. To6i
thwong khon don khi mat trang chui voO dam may,té nhat khi né bi trai dat
nuot tron. Toi khong yéu cau anh tha thit cho t6i,Charlie,bdi vi t6i ko thé
cudng lai diéu minh lam. Nhung néu anh cho t6i biét vé nhitng chit trén
twong ay,toi hita 1a khong theo anh nita.”

Charlie ngam nghi 10i dé xuat ctia Dagbert. N6 khong can phai cho
Dagbert biét Naren song & dau. Ngoai ra,néu Naren tam biét,titc la c6 bé da
r0i ngoi nha tranh trong vung dong hoang. “T6i biét mot ¢6 gai”,Charlie bat
dau. “Tén co dy la Naren,mdc du tén that cia co dy dai hon. Mot cai tén
nguwoi Mong Co6. Cha me c6 ay bi chét dudi trong mot tran lut...”

“Khong lién quan t6i t6i”,Dagbert noi le. “Tiép di”.

“Co ay la con nudi cua con trai ldo Ezekiel,dbng Bartholomew,va ngudi
vo Trung Hoa ctia 6ng. Ho song & ngoai thanh phd,hay da tirng song ¢ dé.”

7

“Nhung nhitng chit...nhitng chit trén twong d6”,Dagbert sot rudt.

“P6 la tai phép ctia Naren. Co dy c6 thé guri thong diép 1én khong trung.
Mién la réem cita mé va trang sang...”
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“Giong nhu la nhan tin bang dién thoai di dong?”

Charlie nhan mat. “Khong phdi. C6 dy khong can thiét bi gi hét. Co ay
chi c6 chiéc gang tay cta t6i lam thiét bi phat th6i.”

“Ra vay.”Dagbert an twgng qua.
“T6t hon ching ta trd lai giwong di”,Charlie noi.

“Chi moi...”Dagbert khong thé néi hét cau. Co gi xdy ra v6i né-n6 bat
dau co giat dir doi.

Charlie bat day,khong ditt mat khoi thang bé quan quai dwéi san. Nhitng
ngon tay ctia Dagbert ti t* bung ra,né vion cé hai tay vé phia Charlie.

That kinh hon via,khong thot 1én 10i,Charlie khong thé cham v6 nhitng
ngon tay nhw que cui,dai mét cach bat ty nhién do,bdi vi chiing bat dau ng
ra. Mot quang sang xanh 14 cay nhat x6 khoi lan da ctia Dagbert-mat n6,doi
ban chan tran va hai ban tay cta né ruc sang lan tinh. Tham chi ca cho da
c6 bd do ngu bao boc ciling phat sang chap chdi qua 16p vai day.

Charlie ¢6 cwong lai niém théi thic phai chay khéi thang bé phat sang
nay cang xa cang tot. “Cau lam sao vay?”No lao thao.

Thang bé dudi san run ban bat dén mitc chi lap ngap duwgc vai tiéng: “Ll-
ii-n-h linh...v-a-tt...Dwdi...dwdi goi...t6i”.

Chung mdy gidy Charlie méi nghe ra Dagbert néi gi. Mai khi hiéu dugc
diéu thang bé dang dau dén lan 16n mudn,Charlie dam bo v6 phong ngua
chung va s0 soang dudi goi cua Dagbert. Nhitng ngon tay né cham tring
mot,hai,ba...bdy vat nho,cung citng. Quo tat ca vo bum tay,no u té tré lai
phong tam va chat vat dat ching v6 long ban tay ctia Dagbert,c6 bop cho
nhitng ngon tay phat sang bao lay chiing. Nam con cua vang bé teo vGi mot
con ca vang trong mot tay,va mot con nhim bién & tay kia.
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Dagbert nham mat lai va guc dau xuoéng. Cham cham,sy run rdy ngirng
lai. T tir,anh sang 1an tinh m@ di. Dagbert m& mat va nhéch miéng cuoi.

Charlie quy xu6ng tredc mat né. “Sao vay,Dagbert?”

“DPé la ngay sinh nhat cta t6i”. N6 liéc nhin dong hé deo tay ctia no.
“Pung duyt gio. Mot gio ding.”

“Sinh nhat ctia cau? T6i khong hiéu”.

“Gio0 toi da 12 tudi. To6i ludn biét sé cé gi do6 xdy ra vdi minh,nhung toi
khong bao gio doan dugc day la diéu gi.”

“Y cau 1a sao?”Bat chdp khoanh khic di thwong ndy,du choang séc va

chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo,Charlie van khong kiém ché dwgc mét ci ngap.
No dirng len va dva luvng vo twong cho virng.

Dagbert ditng day,van con hoi run. “Cé nghia la t6i manh bang cha toi.
Anh cam khéng dugc noi vGi ai. Mt sinh linh cling khéng. Tuyét nhién
cha t6i khong dugc... Chwa nén biét. Anh hiéu chit?”

“T6i hiéu. Va t6i hita khong n6i véi ai.”Charlie lai ngap. “Ca hai hay git
10i hita day chw?”

“Pong y,”Dagbert nghiém trang.

Chung lui hui tré vé givong. Biéu cubi cung Charlie mudn treedc khi nga
thiép di la vé nhap nhay ctia nhitng linh vat bién.

That nhe nhom biét chitng nao khi thdy ba bép trudng trong bita sang
hém sau. Tréng ba da gan gan la ba nhuw cli. Ba c6 mot tin can bao cho
Charlie. Chom ngudi qua quay,ba thi tham, “Benjamin,ban con,da lién lac

vOi ta.”

“Ben!” Charlie thot lén.
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“Suyt! B6 con mudn toan thé gigi nghe thay a?”
“Con xin 16i”,Charlie 1i nhi.

No6i chuyén véi ba bép trwdng luon phai khéo 1éo,ddc biét la khi dang
xép hang linh phan an sang. Hén la Billy & ngay sau Charlie va Fidelio &
dang sau thang bé.

Ba bép tredng nhoai xa hon khéi quay. “N6é muén con tim quan 4o gi d6
ctia Asa Pike. Viéc nay lién quan tdi tiéng tru. Con c6 nghe thay tiéng sting
no dém qua khong?”

«C6”,Billy dap.

“Con muon cho sita v0 chdo yén mach khong,Charlie?” Ba bép truwdng
hoi khi c6 hai dira con gai dung dinh di ngang qua.

“Cé a”.

“Co6 mot doi di san”. Ba bép trwdng rot sita vo té6 cho Charlie. “Ta nghe
néi ho da ban trung gi dé. Hi vong khong phai la ngwoi nao ching ta biét.”

“Y ba mudn noi la...?” Moi chuyén bong nhién sang té. Charlie budc ra
mot chiéc ban. Rat cham,va chdm,n6 gan két cac sy kién lai v4i nhau!

Khi Billy va Fidelio t&i ngoi cung ban vdi né,Charlie thi thao. “Chac
chin 1a Asa & ngoai viing dong hoang. {t nhat 12 Benjamin nghi vay.”

Billy gat dau,lo pha,Jam nhw né dang mai nghi gi d6. “Em ciling nghi thé.
Chinh vi thé ma Ben can quan do,dé Hat Dau c6 thé danh hoi tim.”

“Chiéc ao khoac vdi noén cii duy nhat ctia Asa & khoa Kich,”Fidelio noi.
“Olivia & khoa Kich. Cho nén né c6 thé tim dugc.”
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“Em biét cai 4o khodac cii d6,”Charlie noi,kha la xic dong, “Asa c6 bao
gio cai trang thanh cong dau? Em ng anh ay du thit. Em phai gitip anh ay.”
N6 khong no6i Néu Olivia chiu lang nghe em.

Dagbert bung t6 chao cia n6 dén ban bon ching. “T6i ngo6i day nha?”
Fidelio cuoi toét. “Khong dugc pha mui cad hom nay thi cé thé dugc”.

Madt Dagbert van tro khac. “Cam on”. N6 ngo6i xudng gitta Charlie va
Billy.

Charlie liéc trom né. Khong mot dau vét anh sang lan tinh quai g& nhw
da phat ra tir Dagbert dém qua. Thuyc té,trong né hoan toan binh thwong dén
noi Charlie ngd ngg minh da mo canh twgng trong buong tam.

Id

Khi Charlie ditng 1én,Dagbert khéng dé y. Khi Charlie rdi cang-
tin,Dagbert khong di theo. N6 ciling khong 1én dén gan Charlie khi két thic
bubi tdp hgp hay vo phong dé 4o khoac xanh da trdi. Vay ham y 1a n6 dang
gilr 101 hita?

“Tui minh hay néi chuyén vai Olivia lic nghi giai,” Fidelio dé nghi khi
cung Charlie di tdi 16p tiéng Phap.

“U”. Charlie khéng ham néi chuyén véi Olivia,nhung né cha nghi ra
dugc y gi hay hon.

Du sao Emma da nhan xét ding vé Olivia. Pung nhv Emma du
doan,Olivia da chan tro thu ghét Charlie r6i. Mat khac trong Charlie ban
tam ban tri dén mtc Olivia td0 mo muodn biét c6 chuyén gi ma sao lai vay.
Chinh Olivia chu dong dén cho Charlie va Fidelio trong gio nghi giai lao
dau tién,chit khong phai ngugc lai.

Charlie thd phao. Nhitng 101 xin 16i d@ mong mong trong dau né. Gid thi
né d& phai phién todi lwa 16i thich hgp.
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“Pang dy dang am muu cdi gi vay,Charlie Bone?” Olivia héi tinh bo,vira
xo0ay nguoi thyc hién mot dong tac mua tréen mat san phu day suwong gia.

Pitng ngay dang sau Olivia,Emma cudi twoi roi.

“That ra t& tdi dinh nho bo mot viéc,”Charlie danh bao nai.
Olivia lai xoay nguoi ding trén ngon chan. “Co dang khong?”
“Sy gitip do ctia dang ay?”Charlie ling ting.

Fidelio lién ra tay gidi cttu. “Cé viéc bon nay rat khé lam xong néu
khong cé em,Liv. Vi vay tui nay khang dinh sy giup d& cia em rat dang
gia.

Nu cuoi ngoac trén mat Olivia. “T¢ phai lam gi?”

“Tui minh can tim quan 4o Asa da tirng dung dé hda trang,”Charlie noi.
“Té chac chan né c6 @ khoa Kich. Bo biét cai ao khoac,cai mii cii va bo ria
mép thdy ghé cit hay roi ra d6 ma.”

“Biét r6i.” Olivia dam doi giay danh cdp vao nhau va nhdy 10 co tdi lui.
“Anh ta tirng hay dan 16ng may gia nita. R6i ca doi giay bot bi lung 16 bén
trong.”

“O,ddng,ding,”Charlie hdp tdp. “Quan trong 1a bd c6 biét ching dugc
cat ¢ dau khong?”

“Biét chit.” Olivia r6t cudc ciing chiu ditng im. “Hau hét trang phuc dugc
cat trong tang ham,dwdi nha hat. D€ bita trwa t& sé di lay cho dang ay. Khi
do6 cé nhiéu thoi gian hon.”

“Tuyét,Liv!”Charlie hét om.
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Fidelio hich n6. “Con diéu khoan nita,Charlie. Nh¢ khong? Vay em
muon gi khi gidp tui nay,Liv?”

Olivia tron mat ng6 1én troi. “O,em khong biét nita. A,c6. Mot thsnh keo
meém s0-cO-la ctia 6ng Onimous...va...dang dy phai cho t¢ biét tai sao dang
ay mudn c6 doé ctia Asa.”

Charlie lvong ly. Dao nay né rat hay dan do,khong dam chac minh c6
thé tin cdy ai. Fidelio khong e ngai nhw né. Anh ké cho Olivia nghe vé
tiéng tru dang xa,Benjamin gia thiét dé la Asa,va Hat Pau c6 thé tim dugc
Asa néu ngtti dwgc mui quan 4o cuda anh ta.

“Vay la néu té tim dugc do thi td cé thé di vo dong hoang cung véi dang
é’y?”

“Néu tui nay c6 thé di cung b6 vo phong Trang Phuc,”Charlie noéi,bat
dau thay hoa mat vi nhin Olivia quay tit hoai.

“Pugc. Chirng nao dang day vo vung dong hoang?” Xem ra ciing da
chong mat,Olivia ldo dao dung lai.

“Ngay mai. Sang som. 7 gio.”

“Té sé c6 mat.” Olivia khong cwdng duwgc quay mot cu chét khi tiéng tu
va rac len vang dong san choi. “Hé,nhin kia,” con nhé néi. “Dagbert
Endless két than v&i Gabriel Silk”.

Ki la nhung ding vay. Charlie thdy Dagbert va Gabriel vai séat vai di vo
clta vuon,tro chuyén say sura.

“Chac tai mat trang”,Charlie 1am bam.
“Ha?” Fidelio hoi.

“Khong c6 chi”.
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Emma dang mim cwoi,nhwng Olivia lai noi, “Nhin doi chim uyén kia.”

Nu cuoi roi khoi mdt Emma. Tancred Torsson va Tracy Morsell dang
thong tha di qua san swong gia lam nhuw khong hé cé tiéng tu va. Canh tay
Tancred quang qua c6 Tracy,ban tay anh 6m vai chi,va Tracy nhin Tancred
nhu thé anh la chang trai duy nhat trén c6i doi.

“Gap rut 1én,hai ngudi!” Fidelio rong vang,mac ké sy tinh 1a ho hoc trén
minh mot 16p.

Tancred va Tracy chang dodi hoai gi.
“Ho khong nghe anh dau”,Charlie noi. “Di,dua t6i ctta nha.”

“T@ tdi trede tien”, Olivia thét am,lao veo di. “Ca mot thanh s6-coola

mém nira”.

Bon con trai phéng theo con nhé,nhuwng Charlie nhan thdy buéc chay cua
Emma rat thiéu nhiét tinh. Olivia thang trdn ca cwgc,dau chiang dita nao
nhan 10i thach do caa né.

Laop kich thuwong hoc ¢ trong nha hat cua treong. Chinh tai noi day co
Marlowe,tredng khoa Kich,cho ra doi nhitng xuat pham noi tiéng do chinh
co viét kich ban,san xudt va dao dién. C6 la mot phu nit nhé nhan,linh
lgi,mat chi chit nép nhan,dau tich cau biét bao cdm xtic khong ngirng di qua
dé. Toc cd thuwong ct dudi ngwa,dwgec mo ta la toc mudi tiéu,hodc ndi mot
cach khac la nau va xam,va c6 hay quang khan mau sac ki la,vdy nhung
dai,va giay bot da 16n tuy theo tbng mau quan 4o cta co.

Hén lam sao,Olivia la hoc tro cung ctia c6 Marlowe,cho nén khi c6 bat
qua tang con nho vGi dam ban mo v6 khu Phuc Trang,c6 khong noi tran 16i
dinh nhyv ding ra c6 phai thé.
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Nhitng bitc man nhung nang chich kéo ngang qua san khau. Va khi
Olivia m@& canh ctra sap phia cu6i san khau ra,n6 khong biét cé6 co6 Marlowe
dang ng6i mot minh trong gian phong t6i om,nghién ngam v& kich ké tiép
cua minh.

“Qi! Ai d6?” cd6 Marlowe tc toc chay 1én cau thang bén hong san khau
va ngo vo biic man. “Olivia! Em dang lam gi d6? Con hai cdu nay...cac
cau dau thudc khoa Kich.”

“Xin 16i c6 Marlowe. Tui em xin 16i”. Fidelio t6 ra dé thwong khi né
muon. “Tui em khong biét co & do,chit khong thi tui em da héi réi a. S6
la,em vira md&i viét xong mot ban nhac kich ma tui em sé biéu dién vao he
nay,trong viron nha Olivia”-con nhé tr6 mat 1én,di nhién-“nhwng em mudn
héi xem c6 thé muwon mot sé trang phuc dwgce khong. Olivia da dinh di héi
c6,nhung ban dy khong tim thay co ¢ dau.”

Charlie va Olivia nhin Fidelio tran tran,than phuc qua xa. Lam sao anh
chang xoay x& nghi ngay titc khac ra dwgc mot li do hay dén thé?

Puong nhién cd6 Marlowe rat an twong. “Va& nhac kich! Tuyét diéu!” Co
rén len. “Co hi vong em sé moi c6. DI nhién em mugn trang phuc dugc
ma,nhung nhé cho c6 coi em mugn nhitng bo nao dé c6 con ghi vo s6” Co
rat dau ra,nhung chép mat lai 16 dau vao,dan thém. “Can than day,cac em.
Mot trong nhitng béng dén bi g& r6i. Dugi dé t6i lam day.”

“Tui con On thoi,co Marlowe,”Olivia twoi cuwoi. N6 ddat mot ban chan
xuong bac thang g6 va bat dau di giat lui xudng can phong phia dudi.
Charlie theo sau. Fidelio di cudi cung.

Olivia bat mot cong tac va mot bong dén treo ngay trén dau né vut sang
mot khoanh phong gan cau thang. Nhirng ta g6 thong cao duwng thanh hang
dya v mot bén twong,trong khi hang 16 hang 16c rwong,hom va gioé dan
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bang cdy duwong liéu xép ra tdi tan giita phong. Phia bén kia,mot hang cGt
da c6 xua tao nén nhitng héc thut t6i,khong thé thay dugc gi.

“Cho d6 dang ra phdi c6 mot bong den nita.”Olivia chi lén tran nha &
cudi phong.

“Hi vong d6 ctia Asa khong & d6”. Charlie khé rung minh.

“khoéng,né & dang nay”,Olivia néi chac nhw dinh dong cot. “Cha phai
kiém lau dau. C6 Marlowe rat dé cao tinh hiéu qua. Coi nay,moi thit c6 déu
dan nhan ca. Tat ca quan do cua nam 1900-2000 & dau nay. Chung sé cii lui
dan cho t6i cho dé da gau va do dong kho...”

“Trong béng t6i’,Charlie néi.

“Nhiéu do qua”, Fidelio reo 1én. “Anh nghi minh sé viét m6t v& nhac
kich that day”.

Olivia chon ra ba cai rrong va dé nghi moi dita kiém trong mot cai. Mot
tam thé dé “1900-2000. Ao khoac. Nam” ling ling & quai cua titng cai
ruong.

Charlie la dita dau tién bat ngugc nap rwong 1én. N6 1ui ban ra,thét ré 1én
khi mot con bo canh cing to xu phut qua thanh ruong.

“Ctt cho mot bay doi phut ra thi biét”,Olivia cudi ngat nghéo.

Charlie liéc tdi nhitng mang t6i dang xa,r6i nhin man den kit dang sau
hang cot. Liéu do tri twdng twgng ctia nd,hay la co6 gi 16e 1én trong ay? Mat
mot con doi,hay rang nanh bong nhoang cua mot con thu? NO rang tap
trung tim quan 4o trong ruong.

Chinh Fidelio 1a ngudi tim ra 4o khoac ctia Asa. “Pay réi. Anh nhan ra
né & bat cit dau.” No6 16i ra manh do dai,rach rudi ma Asa tirng hay mac dip
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cudi tuan,khi di rinh rdp cho Manfred.

“Gio dén non!” Olivia n6i,md@ mot cai ti dan nhan “1900-2000. Mii.
Nam”. Mot birc twong mu hién ra béen trong tu.

Charlie nhao tGi gitip. Nhwng chiéc mii lwdi trai cia Asa khong c6 trong
dam mii qua dwa,mi phét,mii vai,mi pamana,va hang ha mii quan ddi treo
treédc mdt chung.

Olivia m& canh ta tht hai. “A,c6 co may hon”,con nhé tuyén bd,dao
khap hang mii bi nhay can lam nham.

Charlie v6 lay mét chi€c mii vai tuyt cti mém lung nhiéu 16 bén trong.
“Cha Asa!”. N6 la Ién. “Té biét cai nay”.

Ching quyét dinh khong kiém giay lam gi. Va lai,dong giay b6t den
tréng cai nao cling giong cai nao. Charlie mé nap mot thung thiéc dé “Rau
quai nén,van van” l1én,nhung c6 nhiéu bo rau qua dé ma lya. Sau do6 n6 doc
nhan trén mot cai ta dé “Mat na”,lién ngdé xem. Bén trong deo mat na du
ching loai:mat tha vé,sang 1ap lanh,den thui,trang bot,so nguwdi,cha hé,cac
loai ma,ma ca rong,quai vat.

“Chao 6i!” Fidelio kich dong qua,né giat ra mot chiéc mat na do
twoi,long may den va miéng vang chée. “Pay la tit cd nhitng gi anh can.
Mot vo nhac kich mat na. Anh sé viét mot vé cho coi.”

Hai dita kia gitip anh chang chon thém mudi chiéc mat na nita-ba con
thi,hai con quai vat,mot mat nguwoi trang,budn thiu,mot 6ng day mun
com,hai cai vang 6ng va mot cai den si c6 doi mat vién vang. Cai cudi cung
nay goi Charlie lién tuwdng tGi bitc twgng ngoi tum hup trong tién sanh. “Tui
minh ra khoi day mau”, n6 giuc gia.

Tiéng tu va ric 1én ding lic ching leo 1én t&i san khau. Charlie cudn éo
khoac va non thanh mot nui chdt va keo dudi nach. No nhin nhitng bac
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thang t6i 1an cu6i, sau d6 Olivia déng ctra sap lai.
“Co phai khoa khong?” Charlie hoi.

“Khong. N6 khong bao gid khéa. Sg cé ngudi c6 thé bi ket dugi d6”.
Con nho cuoi hich hich.

Trong can phong bén dudi chiing,cé ké khap khiéng chui ra tir sau nhitng
hang cot. Mot cai gié dwong liéu kéu cot ket khi phai chiu sttc ndng cta cai
khoi khoac do choang den, 1om khom. Co ro trong béng t6i, né nguyén rua
Charlie Bone, lap di lap lai.
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CHARLIE BONE 6: CHARLIE BONE VA SOI
HOANG

Jenny Nimmo

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 8
Cay cau bat trac

Chiéu thit Sau, Billy Raven bong do6i y. Thang bé bao véi Charlie 1a n6
sé khong nghi cudi tuan ¢ nha Charlie nita.

“Anh twdng em mudn gidp tui anh tim Asa,” Charlie noi.

Billy cham rai thao day giay bo ctia n6. Ching dang ngoi trong phong dé
ao khoac xanh da trgi. Charlie cdi doi giay da bong cua né. Cudi cung Billy
noi:

“0 trong viing dong hoang. T4t ca mudng thd. Khong phai 1a em khong
thich thu vat, em thich chit, nhung ching né kéu ghé qua — bao nhiéu tha
don vo mot noi nhw dong hoang, moi loai néi bang mot ngoén ngit khac
nhau, nghe bum, bum, chat, chat trong tai em. Em thich & lai day v6i ba
bép truedng hon.

Bon tré sang t6i lui tredc mat chiing, dita nhdy qua giay, dira bo 16m com
dwéi bang ghé, dita tim quan cdc, 4o so mi bi that lac. Charlie cti sat xuéng
Billy. “Em con dé Rembrandt ¢ nha anh. Ngoai Maisie sé ban lén cho coi.”

Billy c6i giay ra va ng6i nhin trao trdo vao chung. “Cé 1é ba Maisie sé
mang no tGi day va dé no lai cho ba bép trudng.”

Charlie nhiin vai. “Dé anh hoi ba xem sao. Um, anh di xép gié do xach
day, gap lai em thit Hai nha.”
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“Chic may man,” Billy dap.
Charlie da loay xoay gidu xong m@ do ctia Asa dwdi day gio. Vé dén nha
né 16i chiéc 4o khoac véi cai non cii ra va téng vo ti quan do cia minh.

Benkamin rung chuéng ding lic né xuong lau dung bita tra.

“Hai con dinh lam gi thé?” Ngoai Maisie hoi khi hai thang buéc v6 bép.
“Tréng madt cac con ghi rd nhitng am muu véi chuyén tham hiém kia.”

“Vay a?” Benjamin 16ng ngéng s& 1én cam.

“Nhin cac con la ta biét ngay, cd Hat Pau nita.” Ngoai Maisie bat dau luc
loi t lanh tim cuc xwong day thit ma ba da dé danh cho con ché.

Charlie khong chac minh nén tiét 16 bao nhiéu cho ngoai Maisie biét. N6
khong mu6n lam ba lo lang. “Bon con c6 mot ké hoach nho nhé cho ngay
mai,” né néi bang quo. “Choi trén tim v4i Hat Bau.”

“Thé a!” Ngoai Maisie thdy cuc xwong cho Hat Dau.

Ho ngdi xudng ding bita trd. Ong cau Paton thuwong khong xudng gid
nay, cho nén Charlie khéng qua non nao. N6 cé thé néi chuyén riéng vdi
ong cau sau. N6 mudn 16i khuyén cia 6ng vé du tinh ching sap thuce hién.

“A quén, 6ng cau cua con di r6i,” ngoai Maisie bao, bay ra banh lia
mach mai ra 1o.

“Pi?” Charlie bugt miéng keu. “Ba noi di la di dau?”
“Viéc gi s6t v6 1én thé, Charlie. Ong 4y ra bién nhu thuwong 18 dy ma.”
“Pé tham 6ng c6?” Charlie hoi.

“Pung vay. Khong dugc hé mot 161 v6i ba Bone day, nhé khéng. Ching
ta khong mudn mu ma tGi d6 va qudy tung ca 1én.”
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“Da,” Charlie lam bam. Charlie liéc Benjamin, ro rang thang nay ciing
dang nghi nhw né. Mic du khong mong doi Ong cau Paton sé& di cuing vo
vung dong hoang, nhung chac chan ching ciling an long phan nao néu ong
biét vé cudc phiéu lwu va san sang ra tay gidi cttu néu c6 gi bat trac.

Benjamin da bon chon lam r6i. N6 lwong Iy khong biét c6 nén noéi cho ba
me minh biét minh di dadu khong. Charlie cuwdi tran an n6. “Fidelio sé di v&i
tui minh, lai ca Olivia nira.”

“Ua?” Benjamin khong biét nén mirng r& hay buc boi. Olivia qué 10e loet
so v&i gu tham my cta né.

“Ta thay coi bd nghiém trong hon tro trén tim roi day,” ngoai Maisie
nghi ngo. “Ta hi vong cac con khéng lam diéu gi dai dot.”

“Khong co ti dai dot nao dau, ba Jones a,” Benjamin nghiém trang.

Mot gidy sau chudng dién thoai reng. Trudc khi ngoai Maisie nhdc may
Charlie da c6 cam giac thac thom la rac réi th hai sap nai 1én.

“bien thoai cua con nay, Charlie,” ngoai Maisie goi.
Chan Charlie 1ét bét v6 hanh lang.

“Twoi 1én coi, Fidelio, ban con goi ma,” ngoai Maisie trao 6ng nghe cho
Charlie.

“Chao, Charlie, tin xau day,” giong Fidelio phan chan.
Charlie thé dai. “Gi day? Bung ndi la nay mai anh khong thé di a nha.”

“Xin 16i, Charlie, anh quén khudy mat. Anh da hita v6i ba anh vé buoi
hoa nhac nay r6i. N6 thudc tua lwu dién mua hé. Rat, rat quan trong. N6 c6
thé tao budc ngoat cho sy nghiép twong lai cda anh...”
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“U, &,” Charlie u ril. “Puoc 16i, than dong, tui em sé& phai di ma khong
c6 anh.”

“Thé cudbi tuan tGi thi sao?” Fidelio dé nghi.

“Qua tré. Asa khogn chirng da bi thuwong. Chung ta phéi tim thay anh ay
vao ngay mai.”

“Hodc da chét.”

“KHONG!” Charlie phan déi. “Em khéng tin anh &y chét rdi. Chtic budi
hoa nhac thanh c6ng nha, Fido!” N6 dat 6ng nghe xudng.

Ngoai Maisie nhin Charlie vé&i vé lo that rudt khi n6 quay lai ban. “Cai gi
ma chét chéc vay?” Ba hoi.

Charlie quyét dinh cho ba biét mot phan nho sy that. “Tui con dang n6i
vé S6i Hoang. Fidelio nghi c6 thé n6 chét r6i. Tui con da nghe tiéng sing
dem qua.”

“DPo la tiéng sung san,” ngoai Maisie no6i, “Nhung theo nhw ta duwgc biét
thi ho khong giét dwgc con gi ca. Pirng ban tam, ta chwa nghe thay tiéng tru
hai dém nay r6i.”

Charlie va Benjamin nhin nhau.

Vao sang thit Bay Charlie thitc day vi mot tiéng go nhe trén 6 kinh & cira
phong né. Troi van tdéi om om, thoat dau no6 twéng la tuyét dap vo ctra so.

Pén khi nhin ra thi thdy Benjamin va Hat DPau ditng bén dudi cot déen
duwong.

Charlie mdc do am nhat ctia minh vao. Trudc khi roi phong, né day cai
am den v6 sdu hon trong ggaafm giwong. Cai &m nong 1én khé cham vé —
du khong dua néng dé lam né bi phong, nhung chac chan 1a néng hon nhiét

https://thuviensach.vn



do phong. Néu day la 10i canh cdo, Charlie nghi, thi gio minh ciing chang
thé lam gi dugc véi nd. Charlie ddo mat khap phong tim con buém trang,
chiéc gay phép ctia né bién thanh — ké canh gac can phong cho n6. Cudi
cung, Charlie cling thdy n6 trén thanh ray treo rém, d6i canh cham bac
dung thang ditng nhw canh buom.

“Chuc té may man di,” Charlie néi.
Con bwém xo0e canh va dau xudng vai no.
“B0 dugc chao don di véi tui t6,” Charlie néi. “Rat vui mirng.”

Dén lic né maé cira ra, Benjamin da c6 Olivia nhap bon. Con nho dién do
khoac thay thu bang len tho, giay bot da nang chich va khan quang soc
quan mdy vong quanh co.

“San sang cho bat cit viéc gi!” Olivia hat kiu lo khi né x6ng v6 hanh
lang.

“SSUYTT!” ca Charlie 1an Benjamin déu nhac né.

Charlie hat 4nh mat lo lang 1én lau, dinh ninh la ca hai ba ndi, ngoai sé
ua ra khoi phong ho, nhung may thay, chac ho van con dang ngu say.

Olivia gio Ién mdt chiéc ba 16 vat bai do chdi, thi thao: “Do6 an da cho ca
tuan ¢ day né. T¢ da tdn cong ta lanh nha t¢ tredce khi di. Té bao véi me t6
la t& qua choi nha Emma mot ngay, diéu dé cling ding mot phan, Du gi me
t¢ phai lam viéc va t¢i dém Cha Nhat mdi vé nha.”

Charlie quyét dinh tw mang do6 an 1ay. Olivia thuwdng an nhitng thirc an la
lung, mang nhitng cai tén khé phat am. Nhon chan di vé bép, né quay ra
v&i mot goi banh bich quy va xtc xich ngudi. N6 nhét tat ca vo ba 16 cta
no, dan lén trén ao khoac va mi caa Asa. “Pi thoi,” n6 noi.
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Khi ching roi khéi nha, mot hang anh sang xanh 1ét bat dau hién ra phia
trén doi xa, nhung khi chiing gan t&i dong song, anh sang nhoa dan va ca
bon bi quang tom v man troi xam mo.

C6 hai cay cau bac ngang qua séng — mot cay cau sat cd xwa, nhé hep ma
h6i dong thanh pho da khuyén cdo la khong an toan dé st dung, con cay kia
dwgc xay bang da virng chai, rong, an toan tuyét doi. Chrrlie da dung cay
cau sat dé di tham Naren, nhung hdm nay né chon cay cau da. Khong viéc
gi phai lam kho st mang giai cttu ctia céa bon.

Hat Bau duwong nhu ciing biét c6 nhiém vu dang chd minh. N6 chay dang
tredc, im ru ga ru, khong mot tiéng sia nao vudt ra khoi miéng. Chi c6 cai
dudi ngtc ngoac cat Iyc 1a biéu 16 sy kich dong cua no.

Virta bang qua khéi cau, ba dita tré v6 con dudng mon ma chi vai ngay
trwdc doi di san da hanh quan vo canh dong hoang. Olivia 16i cdy den pin to
su ra khéi ba 16 cua nd. Luong anh sang manh ttr cay den gitp ching thay
dwong qua nhitng bui cdy vién thap quanh khu rirng. M6t khi xa khéi mé
ngoai dé vo6 siu trong rirng, nhitng bui mam x6i va c6 thé nham quang dan
di. Chung tham chi con tim thay mottj 16i mon hep.

Gio da dén luc tung Hat Bau vao hanh dong. Charlie 16i dong do choang
v&i non tr trong ba 16 ra va chia vé phia chu ché. Hat Bau hit ngtti. Chgt n6
tru 1én mot tiéng va lui phat lai. Tha vat luén sg Asa — mot sinh vat la
ngwoi ban ngay, 1a thu lic troi téi khién chiing luon lo lang va hoang mang.
Ban nang mach bao chung phai tranh xa loai nay.

“Tim di, Hat Pau,” Benjamin d6 danh. “Di ma. Tui tao can may gitp
do6.” N6 giat dong do tir tay Charlie va dat xuoéng dat, vo vo. “Hat Dau, tim
di.”

Hat Pau than trong san lai gan m& d6. N6 hit nglti — cai 4o khodac trudc
r6i dén cai non. N6 lai tru rong lén, va roi, bat than, phéng di khéi, chay
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doc theo 16i mon hep, thinh thodng lai phéng khéi 16i mon ma suc sao trong
co, 16i lai chay tiép.

“No6 bat dwgc mui roi,” Benjamin la 16n, dudi theo chd ché ctia minh.
“Chac chan n6 da tim thay gi do,” Olivia tan dong, chay theo Benjamin.

Charlie hét mii 4o 1én va chay theo ca bon. N6 ngac nhién sao Olivia c6
thé chay nhanh thé, ca Benjamin cfing nhanh khong kém. Anh sang tir cdy
den pin cta Olivia lia loan xa, chd nao ciing soi tdi, ngoai trir mat dat,
thanh thtt Charlie thdy minh chéch choac khéi 16i mon, dam sam vo cay c6i
va ldo ddo vap day day leo.

Co6 mot tiéng thét ¢ dang trwdc, roi lai mot tiéng nita. Qua tré, Charlie
tong am vo Olivia, trong khi con nho va inh vao Benjamin.

“T¢ lac n6 r6i,” Benjamin noi.

Mot trang sta dang xa thic ca bon lai lao tdi tredc. Mai cudi cung, mot
tia sang le 16i bat dau thdm qua canh cay. Tiéng stia d6i huéng. Ca bon
dirng lai, nghe ngéng. Lic cho nay, ltic cho kia, 1ap titc Hat Pau & khap moi
noi. Ching roi khoi 16i mon va luén sau vo ring cdy, dé roi chi bi kéo giat
lai vi mot tiéng sua nita.

“N6 tréu gheo tui minh,” Olivia than phién. “N6 khong thé ngti gi hét.
NO chi dua choi thoi.”

“C6 thé,” Benjamin noi.

Vai phut tréi qua. Tiéng sua ngung. Chung chd va c chd. Khong ¢ gi.
Benoamin goi con cho ctia minh, nhwng khong cé tiéng stia dap lai.

“An chiit gi di,” Olivia n6i, chuyén cho Charlie mot thanh s6-co-la.
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“T6¢ khong nudt noi,” Benjamin noéi. “Chac Hat Pau gdp nguy roi chit
khong thi n6 da quay tré vé. N6 ludn luon trd vé khi té goi ma.”

Khi &nh sang mua dong bat dau rang khap vung déng hoang, mot luong
gi6 budt thoc 1én, tiéng am u, lac rac cda canh trui 14 nhan chim mot tiéng
tru @ rat xa.

Da dau cta Charkie rgn Ién. “DPé la cdi ... vat hay Hat Bau?”

“Khong chac,” Benjamin dap.

“Du la gi tui minh nén tim hiéu n6 thi hon,” Olivia n6i. “Gi thi gi, d6 la li
do tui minh & day kia ma?” Dan dau, con nho sap ngira qua 16i mon, trong

khi bon con trai cam c6 dudi theo.

Charlie khong chac 16i mon sé két thic ¢ dau, khi nao, nhung né dan
nhan ra da lac mat duwong roi va gio ching dang di theo Olivia trén 10 trinh
ma tat ca phu thudc v6 con nho.

“Minh cha biét Olivia c6 biét cdu ay di dau khong?” Charlie néi véi
Benjamin.

“Biét cht,” Olivia dép lai. “Thinh gidc cta t¢ dat mot tram phan tram va
t@ biét tiéng tru vong tGi tir hwéng nay.”

Lic nay ching da & noi ram rap dé s¢ cta vung dong hoang. Cay cdi sin
sit dén do mat troi thap chi lot dwgce vai tia sang li ti xuéng mat nén phu
réu.

Olivia dirng lai va bon con trai du6i kip con nho. “T'¢ dang chd mét tiéng
tru nita,” con nho noi.

Ttc thi mot tiéng tru nita vang lén. Nghe duc nghet, thé thiét, cang lic
cang gan, cho tGi khi Hat Dau bat thinh linh ban ra khéi bui rdm va lao b6
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t¢i bén ching. Long n6 dinh bét hat co,tai day nguwgc ra phia sau va mat
dén dac kinh so.

“Gi vay, Hat Dau?” Benoamon 6m chat citng c¢6 con ché. “May da tim
thay gi?”

Hat Dau gir mot tiéng gian dit, rén vang. Nhat dinh khéng muén tré lai
noi no vira xo ra.

“Chac n6 da thay gi do roi?” Olivia hoi.

“Pa tim thay gi do, td nghi vay,” Charlie noi.

“Chi cho tui tao di, Hat Bau.” Benjamin c6 chui qua mang bui ram truéc
mat.

Hat Pau cti gam dau, gt tiép. Chot ndé nhady chém chom vong quanh bon
tré, lam nhw c6 ngan khong cho bon chiing thay céi thit ma n6 vira tim thay.

“Puoc r6i, Hat Pau, tui tao phdi tim ra né ma!” Charlie hay dau con cho
by di r6i 16i um v0 dam canh thap, cho t&i khi né va bon kia ditng trong
mot mang trong nho, c6 nang mat troi. Mot dun 14 khé vong 1én ¢ chinh
gitta; mot u dat twa nhw ndm mo6. Mot bo hoa giot tuyét cam & mot dau u
dat.

O dau kia trang tréng, mot khéi hinh ngdi thup gitta dam ré cay go ghe.
Nhanh nhv chép, cai hinh hai d6 quay madt lai bon ching. Khong nghi ngo

gi vé cdi chét miii hoang da va mang tran thap long 1a. B6 la mot trong
nhitng sinh vat da cin Ong cau Paton.

Bon tré hon xiéu phach tan. Chiing chac mam sé thdy Asa, hodc chi it la
thay con tha anh ta bién thanh.

“Nguoi ... nguoi la ai?” Charlie tién sat mot buwéc nita tdi sinh vat no.
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N6 g Charlie, r6i khoc tht thit.
Olivia chup céanh tay Charlie. “Dtrng lai gan n6.”

“Khong sao, Liv.” Charlie gat tay con nho di. “Coi kia, n6 ... a, ba ay
(ban nang cho no biét dé 1a mot phu nit)... sé khong lam hai tui minh dau.
Ba ay dang buon tham. Co 1é ba ay vira md&i chon ai d6 xong.”

“Asa?” Benjamin thi thao.

Charlie buéc lai gan ngwdi phu nit va ng6i xom xudng tredc mat ba. “Ba
c6 biét Asa Pike khong?” N6 héi nhe nhang.

T tr, ba ta quay dau vé phia né. Nhin séat trong ba khong dén noi dang
sg. Cé vé hién lanh trong d6i mat vang, va mot lim dong tién trén go ma tai
xam cua ba.

“T6i la me Asa.” Gigng ba yéu 6t va khan dac.

“Pé la ...” Charlie ngoai nhin lai ndm mo.

“Cha ctia Asa.” D6i mat vang cia ngudi phu nit trao dam Ié.
“Nguoi ta da giét ong ay?” Charlie hoi.

Nguoi phu nit e ngai ngude nhin len khi Benjamin va Olivia nhich t6i
gan hon. Khong tién ditng cao phia trén ba, bon ching ngo6i quy géi xudng
dang sau Charlie.

“Chau la Charlie Bone?” Nguwoi phu nit théd hat ra ndo rudt. “Do chau ma
...” ba nhin ndm mo6 va d6i mat lai dam dia.

“Chau rat tiéc néu chau da lam gi khién bac gap tai hoa,” Charlie néi.
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Ba lai thé dai. “O, &. Nhung chiu khong thé lam khéc dwoc, phai
khong?”

Olivia bo lai gan hon. “Asa chwa chét a?”

Ngudi phu nit lac dau. “To6i khong biét. Bon ho da bat no, da nhot n6. N6
bi cam tu trong mot cai hang, khong thé thay doi hinh dang tir tha thanh
nguoi, vi noi do toi tam, vay ddy. Ching t6i mang dé an cho né va bao né
dung tru, nhung n6 khong thé kim noi.

“Va sau d6 doi di san t6i,” Benjamin noi.

“Va roi doi di san t6i,” giong ba théu thao dén noi chung khong nghe
duoc.

Charlie e dé noi tiép, “Vay la doi di san da giét chong bac?”

Ngudi phu nit bat dau run ban bat. Giong ba liu riu nhw chim, nitc né,
ban tay nhitng ngén dai, xu 16ng che lay mat. “Ho da giét 6ng ay. Giét roi.
Ong &y c6 danh lac hwéng ho ra khéi con trai minh. Mt phét sting né vang,
ong ay nga xuong. Toi da kéo dng ay vo bui ram, 1ay canh, 1a pha 1én dé ho
khong tim thdy 6ng dy. Nhung cai ga ban 6ng dy da tan mat thdy ong ay
ngad xuong, thidy mat dat loang mau noi ong chong toi nghiép cta t6i guc
nga. Han nghi 6ng ay 1ét di cho khac roi chét, cho nén ho da bé di r6i.”

“Vay la ho khong tim thdy Asa,” Olivia noi.

“Pung thé. Nhung khi t6i tdi, dinh bao véi con trai la chané da ... chét,”
ba nham mat va gwong mat nhan nhiam lai, “thi Asa da dau mat. Hang cua
né trong tron, canh ctta chan song dé ma& khoa. Bon ho da chuyén né tdi
noi sau hon trong long dat, t6i biét thé, dé tiéng tru cta né khong con bi
nghe thay nita.”

“Bon ho la ai, bac Pike?” Olivia hoi. “Phai bac la ba Pike khong a?”
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Nguwoi phu nit 16 vé ngac nhién. “bung, do la tén t6i.”
“Gia dinh Bloor bat Asa phdi khong a? Charlie hoi.
“Pung, bon ching.” ba han hoc.

Bon tré nhin nhau. Ching né di gidi ctu Asa, nhung héa ra lai tim thay
me anh ta, nguwdi xem ra can dugc giup do khong kém gi Asa.

“Chau nghi tui chau nén dwa bac tdi noi ... dén ndi an toan nao dd, bac
Pike a,” Charlie ndi, “Dé dé phong doi di san trd lai. Nha cta bac & dau?”

“Xa, rat xa.” Ba Pike bong khat kha khat khwong. “Khong thé trd vé, khi
ma con trai cta t6i @ day, bi nhét dau dé.”

Olivia ding 1én. “Bac Pike a, bac khong thé & trong vung dong hoang
duwgc. Bac sé bi gi6 thoi chét mat. Va nhw Charlie noéi, rat cé thé doi di san
sé trd lai.” Gio da biét tén nguwdi phu nit, Olivia néi nhw thé ba 1a mét nguoi
ban.

Ba Pike tra 10i bang mdt nu cwoi thiéu ndo. “Toi khong thé buéc ndi. Toi
bi nga khi chuyén chéng t6i. Méat ca chan cta t6i bi treo rat nang.”

“Cang lic cang té hon,” Benjamin lam bam.

Hat Dau tru 1én thong thiét. N6 van & dau kia trang trong, khong hiéu
chuyén gi ma nhon nhéo vay.

Charlie mai miét suy nghi. Chi c6 mot noi duy nhat ching c6 thé dwa ba
Pike t&i: quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng.

“Chau biét ngudi sé cham séc bac,” Charlie néi. “Tén o6ng ay la
Onimous. Gig chau sé dd bac day. Olivia, qua bén kia gitp bac Pike.”
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Ba Pike khong phan doi khi bon chiing x6c ba ditng day trén cai chan
lanh 1dn, nhung ba rén tham thiét khi ching kéo ba ra xa khéi ndm mo.

Chung quyét dinh khong tré vé 16i cdy cau da. Gio nay 16i di d6 nhon
nhip nguwdi qua lai. Ching budc phéi dung cay cau sat nguy hiém. Khong ai
trong chiing nang lam, néu can than thi cé thé bang qua an toan. Quan Ca
Phé Thu Kiéng khong xa cau, va néu may man chuing sé t6i noi triede khi ai
d6 nhan ra con ngwoi ky quai ca nhac gitra ching.

Chung tim lai dwgc 16i mon, va chang bao 1au sau, khi rirtng cay bat dau
thwa di, chiing thay c6 hai hang c6t rao gé xu xi ¢ dang trudc. Charlie biét
ca bon da téi ngdi nha ctia 6ng Bartholomew Bloor. Khu bao ton thi hoang.

Diu ba Pike, chiing 16t vé6 manh san tirng c6 lan day ap thu. Gio day vang
tanh vang ngat.

“Pay la dau?” Olivia hai.

“Ban td, Naren, song & day,” Charlie n6i. “Cha ban ay khong giong nhw
nhitng ngudi nha Bloor khac. Ong ay ghét hi. Ong dy cam thdy an toan khi
song tach biét thanh phé, nhung van gan lau dai ctia Vua P6. Ong muén
gitt bi mat noi nay. Chac ong da cung gia dinh roi di ngay sau khi nghe
tiéng doi di san tién vo vung dong hoang.”

“T6i biét ho,” ba Pike néi khan khan. “Ho rat t6t véi ching t6i. TGi xem
di, cau bé. Coi chung ho da di that chva.” Ba gidy khoi Charlie va dwa vo
thanh hang rao trén cung.

Charlie chay t&i ngdi nha va nhin qua ctta s6. Cai ban con dé, ca hai
chiéc ghé, nhung mon thit khac déu bién mat: Tranh anh treo trén twong,
béng dén, am dun nwdc, noi niéu xoong chao, bd tach sit va do lwu niém ma
ong Bartholomew da swu tam trong nhitng chuyén chu du day do6 cta minh.
Tat ca déu khong con.
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“Khong con ai ¢ dg,” Charlie no6i, budc trd lai nhom nguoi.

Ba Pike lai rén ri. “Oi, khong, khong. Roi ho sé ra sao? DAy 1a noi rat tét,
ho rat tr té.”

Bat giac Charlie hiéu ra tai sao ba Pike lai quan tdm dén Ong
Bartholomew va gia dinh 6ng dén thé. “Ba da song & day phai khong?” n6
noi.

Ba Pike gat dau. “O trong nha kho, mot thdi gian.” Tt sdu trong cudng
hong ba bat ra mot am thanh ky cuc, dau ba bo tdi trede va ba bat dau tuot
ludt xuéng dat.

Olivia chup lay ba, vira kip lic. “Bac ay xiu roi. Ai d& tay bac dy mau.
Sé khong dé dau.”

Pung la khong dé. Lam sao c6 thé nhac va kéo ba Pike di t6i tan cau,
Charlie khong bao gio biét. Nguwoi phu nit t6i nghiép hoi tinh lai, 16t di
dwge mot chit, sau dé xudi lo trong canh tay chungd nhw mét xac chét.
Cudi cung khi ching t6i cay cau, Charlie dau nhtr toan than, va no thay bon
ban ciling nhtr tir hét nhw minh. Thé nhung noi khé khan cta ching xem ra
mdi chi bat dau.

“Khong an toan,” Olivia tuyén b, nhin tran tréi v thanh sat méng manh
khuét 1ap trong swong mu.

“Pugc ma, Liv. Minh da di qua nhiéu lan r6i,” Charlie néi. “Benjamin
cling thé ... cd Hat Bau ludén.”

“May nguoi dién r6i,” Olivia kéu 1én.
“Po la cach duy nhat,” Benjamin chi ra.

“Thé con bac ay thi sao?” Olivia nhin ba Pike twa odn trén vai Charlie.
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Lam nhw dé tra 16i con nho, mGt man swong gia cuén vé phia ching, la
da trén song. Gio thi ching khong thé thdy gi dang triudc hon mot mét.
Olivia huo huo cdy deén pin chdn man swongddang x6 t6i. Chang xuyén
thung no dugc ti naog. “Vo phuong,” con nho van vi.

“Tui minh phdi mo dwong ma di,” Charlie hang hai néi. R6t cudc can
phai c6 nguoi lac quan chi. “Pi di. Benjamin, b6 di trwedc, mot tau vin lan
can, tay kia ndam dud6i 40 minh dé dan duwong cho minh. Minh sé di giat lui
va kéo bac Pike, con Olivia di cudi cung dé canh chirng bac Pike khong nga
10n qua bén ...”

“Va kéo ca dam tui minh theo lu6n,” Olivia néi thang thirng.

Khong dita nao nghi ra ké hoach nao hay hon, thé 1a chiing bat dau doan
dudng cam gobanwg qua song. Chung chi nhich dugc vai mét thi Benjamin
thét that thanh. “Tay vin mat r6i ... t& khong thay ... khong thé thay gi hét.
Swong qua day va ... va ... c6 gi dé khong biét.”

Charlie chop 14y doan thanh vin cudi cung trwedc khi mat xich bi gay.
Tiéng gam rd xoc day tai nd, va né kinh hoang khi thdy nwéc doi 1én chan
minh. Khong thé thé nay dwgc, né nghi. Dong song it nhat phai muwdi mét
bén dwdi cau. Lam sao n6 dang lén tdi tan day dwoc. N6 syc nghi t6i tro
dim chét ngwdi cia Dagbert.

Tiéng 1 ¢i chap chon cia Olivia vong t&i Charlie. “Chan t¢ w6t sting roi
ne. Song nay cé thuy triéu 1én xudng khong do6? Pang ay nghi, day la thoi
diém dac biét trong nam ma nwéc dang cao hay khong?”

Charlie thi phan van liéu day c6 phai la thoi diém dé néi doi. N6 biét con
song nay khong c6 thiy triéu, nhwng né can phai gitt vitng tinh than cta ca

bon. “Co6 thé,” n6 am . “Tui minh phai bo théi. Vay an toan hon.”

“Nhung nhuw vay sé wét hét. Cé khi chét dudi,” Benjamin ra rit. “Td
khong biét miéng tay vin tiép theo & dau, hodc néu c6 thi... Oi ... O!”
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Mot quang sang bat ngo tda ryc khu viee xung quanh ching.

“Con bwédm cua cau do,” Benjamin thét. “Coi kia, Charlie! Trén dau cau

9

1.

Charlie ngudc 1én. Pung that, dap don khong trung phia trén no la con
buwém trang, d6i canh bac phéng ra nhitng luéng sang ruc rd.

“Cam on!” Charlie nin tho. “Minh chang biét lam sao néu khong c6 bo,

»
!

Clearwen
“T¢§ thdy tay vin roi,” Benjamin hét. “O. Ndm dugc roi. Bi ndo, Charlie.”

bén gio, tit cd ba dita dang bo bang dau goi. Vay la tot. Charlie cam
thdy minh bay vé phia dong nwéc. Mot tay n6 tim chat ba Pike, con tay kia,
né bau chat canh cua cay cau.

So dong ciing nguwdi lai, Benjamin khong thé nhich thém buwdc nao. “Tui
minh chét dudi mat thoi,” no thét gao.

“Pung vay néu tui minh khong di tiép!” Olivia thét lén.

Dang sau con nho, Charlie nhan ra hinh thu den den cia Hat Bau, dang
bo cham rai bang bung vé phia chiing. Cay cau bat than nghiéng dit doi. Ca
dam thét rum trgi khi bi tr6i tudt ludt trén cau, quynh quiu bam voé bat ki
cai gi chop duwgc. Co tiéng tru hai hung, khi Charlie nhin qua than hinh
song suwgt cta ba Pike, né thay Olivia, m6t canh tay quap chat vo thanh cau,
tay kia vong 6m chdt chan ba Pike. Bén kia con nhd, cdy cau trong tron.

“Phai Hat Pau tru khong?” Benjamin thét. “No6 c6 sao khong?”
“Pi di, Ben,” Charlie gam gur.

“Khong thé. Minh rét mat.”
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Ca li sé rét, Charlie nghi, roi tat ca bon sé roi doi.N6 muong twong Hat
Pau dang vung vay chong lai dong nwdc hung dit. Chu chang sé chang cam
cy duogce 1au.

T tw, cdy cau chao trd lai, t&i khi thang vé nhw cii. Ca bon chd mot cu
giat nita. Khong xdy ra. Bong nhién, thanh sat bén dwgi ching tré nén chac
chan va vitng chai. Khi Charlie ditng 1én, n6 cam twéng chan minh bam vo
cau nhw ¢6 lyc tir. Tuy vay n6 cé thé di chuyén kha an toan.

“B0 c6 cam thay gi khong?” N6 go Benjamin.

“C6. C6. Gio minh thay an toan ro6i,” Benjamin dap. “Pa c6 thé thay bo
bén kia, chd con buém cua b6 dang bay.”

“Oa!” Olivia ding hoi dang hai chan ra. “Ky diéu chwa. Nhin nay, chan
bac Pike khong con 1ét duéi cau nita.”

“Tui minh di di!” Charlie ngan ngai, rau 11 liéc nhin khodng trong trén
cau dang sau Olivia. N6 thay chénh chaongd vi thwong tiéc. Bay gio' ca bon
c6 co hoi 16n dé song sot, nhirng Benjamin sé phan ng thé nao khi n6 phat
hién Hat Dau da roi xuéng séng?

Vung dong hoang van chim lim trong swong gid day dac, nhung man
swong dang lui khoi mat nwdc, va Charlie cé thé thay dau kia cay cau, no
nheo mat lai, rdng doi ra xa. Liéu c6 tin dwgc nhitng gi n6 dang nhin thay
kia khong?

“Pdng ay nhin gi thé, Charlie?” Olivia hoi.
“Co0 ai ¢ dau cau dang kia,” Charlie khé néi.
“Pau?” Olivia quay lai. “O, oa!”

“Chang phai t¢ nhin lam ch?”
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“Khong, Charlie,” Olivia sg sét. “T¢ cling thay ong dy.”

Hinh anh dé rat m¢. Hau nhw nhoa trong man trdi xam xit, ngoai tam ao
dé choi, khong nghi ngo gi, hodac chiéc mii giap vién bac vdi chom mi do
Tuc.

“Mot hiép si,” Charlie lam bam.

Benjamin ngoai nhin lai. N6 qua tré dé nhin thay hiép si, bdi vi ngai da
bién v6 man swong. Tét cd Benjamin thdy la cay cau trong long.

“Hat Pau dau? NO ROI ROI!” Benjamin gao lén. N6 lao trén cay cau,

nhdy phéc téi mat dat kho rao va chay doc theo bd séng, canh dong nuwéc
X04ay trao.
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Tiéng nhon nhao da khudy dong ba Pike. Giat minh ngo6i bat day, ba ngo
ngac. “Chuyén gi thé ha?”

“Con cho cta Benjamin roi xuéng song, bac Pike a,” Olivia bdo. “Gio
Benjamin dang chay di tim nd.”

“Dudi do u?” ba Pike thtr ra nhin nhitng bot séng trang xo6a sti ung uc
trén dong nuwdc. “Né chét dudi mat, thang bé t6i nghiép.”

“Ban ay c6 6c xét doan ma,” Olivia tran an ba. “ft nhat ching ta da an
toan roi. Da, chi con mot quang nita thoi, la ching ta tGi noi.”

Charlie nghi Benjamin an toan. Tuy nhién me cta Asa can dugc gitp do
hon bat ki ai khac.

Ba Pike c6 nhdy ca nhac not quang dwong con lai qua cau, nhung phai
vin vo canh tay Charlie dé leo nhitng bac thang 1én duong cai.

“Charlie Bone, c6 anh sang & trén dau cau,” ba Pike noéi khi ho 1én t6i
dinh doc.

“A phai, cay diia phép cta chau dé. Ping ra né tiing 1a diia phép cta
chéau. N6 da téa sang dé giup chung ta bang qua cau.”

“Pilia phép...” ba Pike no6i xa xam. “That hitu ich.”
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L6i dan v6 thanh pho hep ti, ¢6 hai hang cay cao lan hai bén. Mot khi 1én
t¢i dwong Po6i Cao thi chi con mot quang ngan la t6i quan Ca Phé Thu
Kiéng.

Thanh pho sang hém do 16 do. Swong mu dac quanh va lanh, khéng ai
cht y hai dia tré va mot ngwdi khap khénh, mat gidu kin trong mii trum
dau. Ba Pike khong di nhanh dwgc nhw y Charlie, nhwng cudi cung ho cling
ré vo con hém rai soi tén 1a hém Ech.

Diing & mé dau hém Ech, quan Ca Phé Thi Kiéng trong c6 kinh. Khong
ai biét no toa lac ¢ d6 bao lau r6i, béi vi né dwgc xay han vo6 bic twong day
da chin trdm nam tudi. Phia trén ctra s treo mdt tam bién vé 16n ngon 16ng,
moéng vuodt, dudi va canh. Ai khong mang theo thi cung déu khong dugc
phép vo quan. May sao, Charlie quen than vdi ong ba chu.

Gio la 10 gio. Quan thwdong ma ctra lic muwoi redi. Charlie nhan chuong.
Di nhién, khong c6 10i dap. Chu quan, 6ng ba Onimous khong thich khach
dén s6m. Ho sé md& cita theo diing nguyén tac.

Charlie nén thinh thinh v6 ctra s6, kéu inh 6i. “Cu véi, 6ng Onimous,

»
!

nhanh lén, lam on
Ba Pike khé rén mot tiéng roi chim nghim xu6ng dat.
“Ong Onimous, nhanh nhanh 1én,” Charlie gao. “Cé mdt tai nan.”

Canh ctta m@ ra dot ngot va mot ong ho phap, ao len vang, ditng ngo
chong choc xuéng bon ching va rong om. “Bon bay biét la quan khong m&
t6i chirng nao muoi rudi co ma.”

bay la Norton Cross, ngudi gac ctta, hodc vé si, nhw cach Charlie hay
goi. Bon phan cta Norton la ngan khong cho ké khong cé thi vo trong
quan.
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“Pay la treong hgp khan cdp, cha Cross,” Olivia kéu 1én.
Norton khoanh tay lai treée ngue. “Thu cung dau?”

Charlie khong dap.

“Ta nghi cht may goi con buém dé la thu cung,” Norton nai.
“Um...” Charlie 4 6.

“Co6 mot con trén dau chi may,” Norton ndi.

“A ddng. Thii cung ctia chau dé,” Charlie dong y.

“Con c6?” Norton hoi Olivia.

“Chud lam mat thoi gian r6i,” Olivia byc boi. “Chau khong c6...”

Vra lic d6 c6 mot tiéng rén tww dwdi dat vong lén. Ba Pike ditng day trén
bon chan va bo téi tredc. Ba ngwdc nhin Norton. Anh ta lui ban lai, citng
ham lu6n.

“Thi vo di,” mai ro6i anh ta mdi lam nham.

Olivia va Charlie gitup ba Pike ditng day va kho nhoc 16i ba vo quan. Thd
héng hoc, ba buong xudi dé duwoc 1ai di qua quan, quanh qua quay va vo
nha bép.

“Co6 khach,” Norton vira thdng bao vira kéo giat tam rém dang sau quay.

Gian bép am cting nha Onimous bao gi¢ cling tiép thém tinh than cho
Charlie. Pay chinh la noi ba con meo ta tuc khi chung khong ra ngoai thyc
hién nhitng phi vu quan trong. Khong cé vét tich gi cho thay ching duwgc
goi la nhitng con meo lira. HOm nay ca ba dang ngu trén noc tu, ba cai duoi
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day sang ryc thong xudng bén hong thanh hinh nhitng dau cham héi ngugc.
Mot con mau vang, mot con mau cam va mot con mau dong do.

Ngay ca 6ng Onimous cling c6 nét hao hao giong thi. Nguwdi nho thd,
tron trinh, rdm 16ng, rang sac, va mong tay dai nhon hoac, ong ggi trong
tam tri ngwoi ta vé mot loai gdm nham cudn minh thu lu. Con vé vg ong, ba
Onimous d6i nghich hoan toan v6i chong. Ba cao xap xi hai mét, t6c lwa
thuwa, c6 cai miii dai chua tirng thdy & con ngudi nao.

Khi nguwoi khong-han-la-nguwdi tap ténh di vo nha bép caa ho, gia dinh
Onimous khong hé dong day mot sgi 16ng. Vi ho, ba chi 1a mot sinh vat
t0i nghiép nita, ro rang la dang can trg gitp.

“Ngo6i xudng day, xin moi,” ba Onimous kéo mdt chiéc ghé ra cho vi
khach cua minh.

Ba Pike ngoi chim trong ghé, thé phao ra va guc dau xudng ban.
“Chung ta c6 ray ra gi day?” éng Onimous hoi.

Olivia dap, “Béac day dugc goi la bac Pike. Bac dy bi trat mat ca. Nhung
tui chau can st dung dién thoai cta 6ng, 6ng Onimous. Rat khan cap. Hat
DPau da chét dudi va Benjamin dang di tim n6.”

“Dong song dang lén,” Charlie thém. “Cao t&i tan cau. Coi chirng
Benjamin ciing chét du6i luon. Va chau nghi c6 1& minh nén tré lai tim ban
ay.

»

“Chao oi! Hay ct cho day, Charlie Bone.” Ba Onimous chay t6i dién
thoai ctia quan ca phé. Charlie va Olivia c6 thé nghe thay tiéng ba cao
giong lac quac trong khi chiing ditng chd, bon chon & hai bén ba Pike.

Chwa day mot phtt sau, ba Onimous tré lai, vé lo lang. “Céanh sat néi
khong c6 bao cdo nao vé dong song dang cao ca. That ra canh sat Singh
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con dé y thay nwdc can chuva tirng thay khi 6ng ta qua cau sang nay. Va néu
c6 mot thang bé tim cho thi ddy la viéc ctia n6. Cha me n6 phai bdo cdo no
mat tich thi canh sat mdi ra tay lam gi dé.”

“Song dang cao ma,” Olivia tic gian. “Nudc tran qua chan chau. Giay
chau van con w6t day né. Chau da thay né... trit phi...”

“Dagbert-ké-dim-chét-ngudi,” Charlie néi khé.
Olivia tr6 mat nhin né, kéu to: Dagbert!

“Bon nhé, cdi giay ra va doc bén 10 di,” 6ng Onimous bao, “Xong roi
ngdi xudng néi cho ta biét vé ngudi phu nit téi nghiép nay.” Ong gat dau
vOi ba Pike.

Charlie va Olivia thido giay va v@ w6t ra, dem dat bén bép 160. Nhung khi
ngoi xuong Charlie khong sao gidi thich ranh mach v&i 6ng ba Onimous vé
nhitng gi da xdy ra. N6 thac thom lo s6t v6 cho Benjamin. Vi vay nén
Olivia la ngudi ké 1é dai dong vé Asa bi giam ham, doi di san va phat sung
ban chét 6ng Pike.

“Quan sat nhan!” ba Onimous phan nd. “Chi vi ngudi ta...” ba liéc mai
toc do, tho citng cua ba Pike, “la nguwoi la, that vo can ctt. Du la ai hay la
cai gi, giét ngwoi van la giét nguoi.”

“Chau dong y,” Olivia tan thanh. “Nhuwng chau khéng nghi bac Pike
muon ra tay hanh dong, kién cdo hay ba goi la gi ciing dwgc. Chau thi chau
nghi bac dy khong muon bi nhin thay.”

Ong Onimous nhe nhang vé vai ba Pike. “Gid ba dang & bén nhitng
ngwoi ban. Chung t6i sé lam nhitng gi c6 thé cho ba. Cé6 mot phong am ap &
bén trén quan. Ba c dén day chirng nao ba muén. Ching toi sé tim kiém
con trai ba, néu cau ay van...”
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Ba Onimous lwdm chong va lac dau lia lia.

“T6i cho la bon ching da giau cau dy ¢ noi t6i tam nao d6 va...” ong
Onimous nhan mat, dwa tay 1én bit mém, co ho vira bat ra mét y nghi. “Oi
troi oi, toi tw hoi...”

“Ong biét anh ay & dau a?” Charlie héi.

“Noi cho tui chau di,” Olivia hét to.

“Khong thé duwgc, cac chdu. Phai can nhac da.” Ong Onimous ngoi
Xudng va xoa xoa cai cam rau ria ctia minh.

Nhitng 16i ctia 6ng cé tac dong dén ba Pike. Ba ngoc dau 1én, nhin quanh
moi nguwdi, doi mat vang khap khéi hy vong. “N6, Asa cua toi, cé thé dugc
ctu?”

“Co thé, ba a,” 6ng Onimous no6i chac chan. “Nao, bay gio ba n6i gi do
vé ba cho chung t6i biét di — lam sao ba t&i thanh pho nay? Thi 16i cho t6i,

nhung duong nhw ba la nguoi la 6 day.”

“Pung thé,” ba Pike chap hai tay lai v6i nhau, “Lam on cho t6i chut
nwoc.”

“Qi, dau 6c t6i nghi di dau thé nay?” ba Onimous voi phéng t&i &m nwdc.
“Ba udng tra thdo dwgc nhé, mot loai thirc uéng hoi tinh. Va banh nhan hat,

c6 1& 1a nho kho nghién va gia vi tang lyc.”

“T6i cling dinh dé nghi thé day,” 6ng Onimous noéi, 1y mot cai ly tr ta
bép. “Nhung triée tién, hdy udng chit nwée da.”

“Va mot it dau déng dé chwom mat ca?” Olivia dé nghi.
“Pau dong. Ta thdy chau ciing biét dim ba diéu roi d6, Olivia.” Ong

Onimous dat ly nuwdc treéc mat ba Pike, sau d6 moi trong tu dong ra mot
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tui dau.

Trong khi ba Pike duwgc cham soc, Charlie ditng day. Benjamin van lan
can trong tam tri n6. Ai dé phai di tim Benjamin. Nhung khi Charlie vira ra
ctra, ba Pike bat dau no6i, giong khéu khao, kéo né quay lai. R6i hau nhw vo6
thitc, n6 thdy minh da ngbi xudng trd lai, va lang nghe mét cau chuyén la
thuong.

Loi 1€ tudn ao at khoéi miéng ba Pike nhw thé ba da kim nén su6t bao nam
16i, chi chuc chd dén ltic cé thé ké vé gia dinh minh, va vé céi noi ki la ma
tir d6 ba dén day. “Chung t6i song & noi ma nguwoi ta goi la chon bi nguyén
raa, nhitng khu ring, hit thd véi nhitng bi mat trong khong khi. Tat ca bat
nguon tir Cafall-Héa-Thu. Ngai la mot trong nhitng ngwdi con ctia Vua Dé
- nguoi con doc ac ay. Nhung Cafall da cai ta quy chinh, cac vi biét roi day,
mot cach hoan toan dot ngdt. Chinh vao mot trong nhitng Iic bat than hoan
lwong, ngai da tron chay khdi lau dai. Quy st dang song & do va ngai
khong thé chiu dung thém dwoc nita. Thanh thi, ngai dong bu6ém ra khoi va
tinh cO tim thdy viung dat Merromal. Merromal la mgt dan toc nhitng nguoi
giong nhw t6i.” Vang tran nang bi bi caa ba Pike hoi nhich 1én, va ba nhan
mdt nhéch ra nu cwdi. “Khong phdi tat ca ngwdi Merromal trong déu giong
nhw t6i va ong Pike. Mot si cudn hit lan nhau da kéo chiing t6i lai véi
nhau.”

“Roi Cafall cuwéi mot c6 vg ngwoi Morromal, va ho sinh ra mot ngwoi
con trai. Pay chinh 1a khi s thay do6i bat dau. Dira tré 1a mot cau bé vao
ban ngay, nhwng dén toi lai 1a mot con thd. Viéc cir thé kéo dai, thé hé nay
qua thé hé khac.”

Ba Pike htip soan soat may ngum tra thdo dwgc. RO rang ba cé nhiéu diéu
nita dé noéi, va nhitng khan gia hao hitc van im lang, chg ba néi tiép. Charlie
lich sy ctdi nhin xudng khi ham rang khong 16 ctia ba ngoam vo6 chiéc banh
nwéng nhan hat, nhung Olivia khong kim n6i cai nhan mdii.
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“That mat long mat da khi dwoc lang nghe cham chd,” ba Pike phii vun
banh khoi cam va tiép. “T6i sé ké cho cac vi nghe vé gia dinh t6i.”

“Xin vui long,” dng Onimous gat dau s6t sang.

“Chung t6i dua con trai minh dén veong quoc nay cach diy muoi lam
nam. Nguwoi Merromal khong gioi di do day, nhung chung toi, ong Pike va
t0i, khao khat mudn thay nhiéu hon nita vé thé gigi ma tat ca chung ta dang
song. T6i nghi cac vi han la dang thac mac, vdi hoc van ctia minh thi lam
sao chung t6i dén day dwoc...” Ba nhin quanh ban, nhuwng khong ai thira
nhan y nghi nhw vy vira sugt qua dau minh. Ba Pike mim cudi. “Um, dé
toi ké tiép. Pay la nho vao sach va.”

“Cafall mang theo mot quyén sach vi dai cta cha ngai, khi ngai roi khoi
lau dai, n6i vé nhitng truyén thuyét than ky. Ké tir d6 ching toi lién tuc swu
tam thém nhiéu truyén thuyét, nhiéu trang viét nita. Chiing t6i cé nha in...
0, ding vay. Chung t6i c6 thw vién, rat nhiéu thw vién. Hé mot nguoi
Merromal di chu du dau do, ho lu6n mang vé nha thém nhiéu sach, nhiéu
deé tai, nhiéu trang viét, nhiéu y twdng nita. Ching t6i la nhitng ngudi rat c6
gido duc, mac du doi khi con céi ching toi thay khé khan vé6i viéc hoc &
treong. Nhu treong hgp xdy dén vGi Asa nha t6i.”

Charlie nhé lai Asa ctt thi 6t 1én rét xuéng. N6 chd ba Pike tiép, nhung
lic nay ba dang doc long vao viéc an uéng. Ba lén tat ca cho banh con lai
v6 miéng va nhai ngon ngau.

“Thém banh nita nhé, ba Pike?” ba Onimous lat dat cat thém may lat
banh nita va day dia banh qua ban. “Nao, Charlie, Olivia. An di. C6 nhiéu
lam do6.”

Charlie mirng vi ba Onimous la ngudi dau tién 1én tiéng, vi vay pha tan
bau khong khi khé xtr. N6 nhon 1ay mdt 1at banh, dgi ba Pike nudt hét roi
hoi. “Tai sao bac lai géi Asa vo hoc vién Bloor, bac Pike?”
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Ba nhin né kinh ngac. “Ch n6 con di dau nita? D6 la noi Vua Do ting
song, noi nhitng dita tré dwgc ban phép thuat dén hoc. Mac du chinh xac ta
khong thé goi tai wong ctia Asa la tai phép duwgc. Nhung ching téi cam thay
no6 thich nghi, dwgc mot thoi gian. Manfred Bloor ddt né dugi doi canh bao
boc cua anh ta, cudc song da kha tot cho Asa... va roi...” giong ba truot di.

“Ro6i anh ay doéi phe,” Olivia chen vao. “Anh dy da giiup Charlie tim dwgc

»

cha.

“Gia dinh Bloor sé khong bao gio tha tht cho Asa phai khong a?”
Charlie rau r héi.

Ba Pike vo ban tay Charlie. “N6 da lam diéu ding dan. Khong phai 16i
cua chau, Charlie Bone a. Chung t0i tw hao Asa cua chung toi da giup chau,
da chong lai nha Bloor. Nhung ching t6i khong ngd sy tra thu lai tan khoc
dén vay. Néu Manfred khong bi thuwong nhu thé...” Ba ngwdc 1én nhin ba
con meo.

“T6i biét,” 6ng Onimous nhin theo 4nh mat cta ba. “That kho tin ching
c6 thé 1am thé v6i mot con nguwdi.”

“Chiing da titng 1a bdo,” Charlie tha thé. “Chtt dng nght gi?”

Tat cd moi ngwoi nhin 1én ba cai dudi ryc rd, va Sv T, con méo cam,
tinh gidc — lam nht n6é cam thay c6 ngwoi dang nhin minh vay. N6 dudi
chan minh, ngép, r6i nhin canh twgng bén dudi bang con mat vang lanh
nhat, cao ngao.

“Chéu cha thay ti€c thwong gi cho Manfred,” Charlie néi. “Han da théi
mién ba chau sdu dén noi 6ng ay khong bao gio tinh giac néu khong cé
nhitng con meo kia.”

“Chung toi biét,” ba Onimous noi.
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C6 mot diéu Charlie muon héi ba Pike. Xem ra day la thoi diém thich
hop. “Bac da dén ng6i nha vang cia chau cach day mot tuan, phai khong
bac Pike? Chau nghi chau da thay bac & ngoai duong, khi 6ng cau chau...
a, khi bong den dwong no tung.”

Ba Pike quay qua nhin Charlie. Dvong nhv ba sg hai. Miéng ba giat giat
va tay ba bat dau run ray. “P6 la nha chau a?” ba thi thao.

“Noi do da tng la nha chau,” Charlie sita lai. “ Luc nay chau khong
song & do, nhung chirng nao ba me chéau di nghi vé, va thg xay sita chita
xong... 0, thoi. Chau xin 16i. Charlie khong thé noéi tiép vi ba Pike c6 vé rat
phién ndo. Ba vui hai tay 1én che mat va toan than run dir doi.

Ba Onimous quang tay om vai ngwoi phu nit dau kho. “Ro6i, roi. Charlie
khong c6 y mudn hai ai dau, t6i chac chan day.”

“Chau that sy xin 16i,” Charlie néi lac ca giong. “Chau khong c6 y lam ai
bu6n hét.”

Ong Onimous 14y mot nidm khin gidy tir cai hop trén tran bat dia ra va
dwa cho ba Pike. Ba giat lay xap khan, chdm mat, chui ma va hi miii um
sum. Khi tit ca cac viéc dé da dwoc lam xong, ba thoi run, thang vai lai va
ndi, giong cwong quyét. “T6i khong thé chdi dwgc. Chau dang dugc biét sy
that, Charlie Bone.”

Charlie sitng so truede thai do thang than bat than cta ba Pike. “Cam on,”
no lam bam.

Lai mot sy im lang cho dgi khi ba Pike cham mat va hang c6 hong lan
nita. Rai thay, bau thinh lang 1an nay bi Olivia pha v&. Khong thé chiu cang
thang 1au thém nita, con nhé khan nai. “Sy that thé nao, bac Pike?”

Ba Pike nhang anh nhin qué trach vao con nhé. “T6i sap noéi day,” ba
nat.
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Olivia mim cwoi nguwgng ngung va tut it vo ghé cta né.
Cao giong lén may ndc, ba Pike tuyén bo. “Chuing t6i bi ham doa.”

Tat ca moi ngudi sitng so, tredc khi c6 16i cdm than nao duwoc thot 1én,
ba Pike tiép. “C6é mot ga tén la Weedon da bat Asa dang thuwong. Han bat
thang bé di va nhot né vo trong bong t6i. Khi con trai ching to6i khong vé
nha, ching t6i da t&i hoc vién, lic d6 rat tré roi, nén khong ai nhin thay
ching t6i. Gia dinh Bloor bdo chiing t6i sé nhan lai con néu ching t6i tim
dwgce thit ho muon: mot cai hdp, kham xa ctt. Ho doan né & trong nha cii
cta chéau, Charlie. Ching t6i da lung suc tirng li tirng ti trong dé, quyét tam
khong thdy hép thi khong tré vé. Khong hop, khong con, ho da néi vay.”
Ba Pike nuot danh wc va lai hi mii.

Charlie chd ba tré lai cau chuyén, nhung khi khong thdy, né hoi. “Bac c6
thay cai hop do khéng?”

“Khong mot tam hoi,” ba Pike thd dai. “N6 khong co ¢ trong ngoi nha
do, toi thé vay. Lao gia, Ezekiel, bdo ldo biét Lyell Bone, cha cua chau, da
gidu nd, Charlie. Nhuwng khi Lyell bi ém bua, chu 4y quén sach vé n6. Chac
han ho sé khong bao gio budc chi dy néi ra né & dau. Nhung gid cha ay
tinh, ho sg chd ay dot nhién nhé ra noi minh da cat né.”

“Chac chan n6 phai cé gia tri 1am,” Olivia kich dong.

“Cai gi do cuc ky quan trong,” ba Onimous dong tinh.

Chong cua ba thém, tram tw. “Van dé séng con. Oi troi, 101 t6i.”
“Cai gi do, Orvil?” ba vo hoi. “Trong 6ng nghiém trang thé.”

Ong Onimous cwdi nhe ring, nhung khong c6 sitc thuyét phuc. “T6i chi
nghi v& van thoi, chang c6 gi hét.”
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Charlie nhan thady hinh nhw minh ciing c6 y nghi giong nhw ong
Onimous. “Khdng v& van dau a,” né néi. “Ong nghi 1a ho muén ngin ba
chau trg lai, phai khong? Bé phong ba chau tim thay cai hop trwdc ho.”

“N6 c6 vut qua dau ta,” 6ng Onimous thtra nhan.

Charlie ditng lén, gian di¥ va buéng binh. “Néu ho nghi c6 thé bat lai
duwgc ba cta chau thi ho Iam r6i. Ba chau dang & cach day hang ngan dam.”

“Di nhién, Charlie,” ba Onimous ttr ton néi. “Chu ay an toan.”

“Chau sé néi chuyén véi ba chau vé cai hop ngay khi ba chau vé,”
Charlie tiép, “Va ching chau sé ctung tim no.”
“Co thé c6 gi trong d6 nhi?” Olivia néng nay. “T¢ khong thé chd noi dén

luc coi n6. Ngay bay gio cau khong tim no dugc sao, Charlie. T¢ sé giup
dang ay?

“Rat c6 thé Lyell da trao cai hdp do cho ai r6i,” 6ng Onimous tw lu.

Can phong lang di khi tat cd moi nguwdi nghi vé diéu nay. Olivia vita m@
miéng. “Nhung, ai...” thi ho nghe thiy tiéng Norton Cross m& ctra quan va
thét om, “Nga toi bay gio!”

“Troi oi, dén gid m& cra quan r6i!” Ba Onimous chay vong qua ban,
chui véo qua mdy tdm rém chuo6i hot. Ba ra 1én kinh ngac va tai xuat hién
mot gidy ngay sau cung vGi Benjamin Brown. Ké sat bén thang bé c6 mot
con cho wét nhép budce di.

“Ben!” Ca Olivia lan Charlie thét vang

“Té twdng no bi chét dudi réi chi,” Olivia lao t6i va 6m cham 1ay con
cho vay bun.
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Benjamin cuwdi toe toét vGi tat cd moi ngudi. “Co ai dé da ctitu né. Coi
ne.” N6 16i trong tdi quan ra mot sgi 16ng chim dai, do ryc. “Té thdy né
mac vo vong c6 ctia Hat Bau. Chac chan n6 la mot thong diép, nhi?”

“Hiép si,” Charlie 1am bam.

“Hiép si nao?” 6ng Onimous hai.

Trong khi ba Onimous lau kho cho Hat Bau bang khan tdmuw, Olivia mo
td hiép si ching da thidy ding trong man swong bén kia cau. “Ban dau
ching chau khéng thé tin vé mat minh, nhung Charlie ciing thdy. Ngai mac
ao choang do va doi mii giap bac c6 cam l6ng chim trén dinh.”

“Hiép Si P6.” Ong Onimous gai cdm.

“Ong c6 dinh néi cho chiing tdi biét ngai ay 1a ai khong?” ba Onimous

hoi.

“Khong ai biét chac,” d6i mat sang ctia 6ng Onimous chdp chép may lan
ro6i mai ndi. “Nguoi ta tin rang hiép si dé va Vua Do la mot.”
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Lysander va Lauren

“Vua Do!” Charlie dang trao mot niém hi vong khon ta. “Di nhién r6i.
Con ai ngan cay cau khdi dim chét tyi minh? Con ai cttu Hat Dau vo day?”

Olivia nghi hodc. “Nha vua la mot cai cdy ma,Charlie. Tui minh da thay
ngai roi. Bay gio ngai vinh vién la mot cai cay.”

“Chung ta khong chac chan diéu d6”. Charlie nhin 6ng Onimous. “Phai
khong a,ong Onimous?”

Nguoi dan 6ng nho bé xoe tay ra. “Ching ta lam sao biét duwgc,Charlie?
Trong thanh ph6 nay bat ki diéu gi cling c6 thé xdy ra. Gio ta phai cham lo
quan day. Ba Pike,ba ct* & day nhé,chiing ti sé& thu xép cho ba sau”. Ong
phong vu ra khéi bép,mang theo mot khay dwng banh quy danh cho ché va
may t0 hat cho chim.

Ba Pike lang nghe moi ngudi ban luan v6i nép nhan moi khoanh khac
moi han sau thém. Nhac t¢i Vua Do khong lam ba khudy khoa hon. “T6i
nam ngoai sy citu vét”,ba rau ri. “Gia dinh Bloor nhat dinh muon t6i phai
chét. Toi da khong tim dugce cai hop,trong khi chi biét vé né théi cling da
déng dau so phan t6i roi. T6i da khong hé ho hé cho mot mong nao ca. Roi
ho sé doan ra t6i da no6i vGi cac vi. Ho muon dim t6i chét day,Charlie,khong
phai la cau hay ban be cau dau”.
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“DP6 chi tai dong song no vay thoi,bac Pike”,Olivia noi rat khoat. “Khong
ai chti ¥ dim bac chét dau. Y chau muén néi 1a,ai ma phat hién ra tui chau
vao lic sém bach nhu vay,lai trong swong mu nita?”

Ba Pike khong thé ngudi ngoai. “néu Asa con song,ho sé lai rap tam hai
né. Du gi no cling 1a nguwdi hoa tha”. Ba hi miii mot phat nghet thit khién
Hat Pau lui phat vé géc phong va gt hoc l1én. “Troi oi,con ché sg tdi,ma
trong doi minh tdi co lam hai mot con thu nao bao gio”.

“Khong phai né s¢ dau a,tai n6é boi roi day”,Benjamin noi,c6 ra vé 1é
phép.

Nhung tiéng stia ctia Hat Pau tr trong quan vot ra lién kéo theo hang
trang tiéng meo ngoao,mot tiéng ngwa hi va mot tiéng hét 1ap di lap lai, “B6
ché! Bé cho!”

Khong nghi ngd gi vé cai kiéu goi quen thudc ay. D6 chinh la tiéng cia
Homer,con vet ctia Lysander. Charlie,Benjamin va Olivia lién chao tam biét
ba Pike,Charlie hita vGi ba cho du chuyén gi xdy ra thi Asa cling sé dugc
cttu song.

“Bac sé an toan & day,bac Pike”. Olivia 6m siét 1ay nguwoi phu ni¥ dau
kho. “Gia dinh Onimous rat tuyét voi”.

Ba dita tré noi dudi nhau ra khéi nha bép,hién ra ngay phia sau quay cua
quan. Pirng doi dién bén quay la Lysander va mot c6 gai tuyét dep c6 mot
con vet dau trén vai. Con con vet cia Lysander vat véo trén dau anh ay.

“Chao,dam nhoc”,Lysander noi. “Pay la Lauren...0,con day la
Cassandra”.

“Chi la Lauren,n6 la Cassandra”,co gai noi,dap dap vo chan con vet.
“Cac em ng6i chung vaGi bon chi chi?”
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C6 vé la mét y thu vi day. Ba dita bén budc vong qua quay va ra xép
hang.

“Bo6 no t6 mot thanh keo mém so-co-la d6”,0livia nhac Charlie.
“Bo xttng dang dugc hai”,Charlie néi,kiém tra tii coi cé du tién khong.

Quéan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng tdp nap nguwoi va tha. Chac cé 1é trong nhitng
ngay u am,linh xinh,thd cuwng cling can dan dtim va giao tiép xa héi hét nhw
chu ching vay. Trwdc khi dén duwgc cai ban trong duy nhat,nam dita phai
nhdy qua vo s6 meéo,thd,phai ép minh lach qua mé6t con ché khong 16,mot
con ngva lun bé ti teo va chui qua mot con cud bay thap.

“Phu u!”Lysander tha phich nguwdi xuong ghé dong thoi dwa tay 1én vo
tran. “Dong qua xa! Noi nay tré nén qua noi tiéng roi d6. Mén Homer thich
da hét sach”. Anh chuyén mot khic banh nuwéng cho con vet. “An dd cai
nay di,Homer”.

Homer nhan miéng banh vao mo,roi lai tha xuéng chan ma moé mét cach
ué odi.
“N (RN Y Aa 59 - 3 “ “T P4 N
0i nay tuyét qua”,Lauren xuyt xoa,nhin quanh quan. “Udc gi anh dwa

em dén day thuong xuyén,Sander”.

Charlie c6 dang gia c6 géi nay. Chi dy qua dep. V6i mai toéc den luwgn
song va doi ma lam dong tién thé nay chac chan Charlie da nhan ra chi néu
chi hoc & Hoc vién Bloor. “Chi khong hoc truong tui em phai khong?”’né
héi.

Lysander cuwdi pha 1én. “Viéc gi phai dé dat thé,co ay hoc mét trwdng rat
binh thwong,phai khong,Lauren?”

“Em biét,chi hoc tredng em”,Benjamin bén 1én. “Nhung em nghi la chi
khong dé y dén em”.
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“Pé coi”,Lauren nhin ki Benjamin. “A. Em 12 Benjamin Brown. Ba me
em la nhitng tham t& tw noi tiéng day ma?”

“Om,khong néi tiéng 1&m dau”. Benjamin dé mit va cii xuéng thay cho
Hat Dau mot thanh bit-tét thit hai.

Lysander mudn biét Charlie va ddm ban da lam gi trong bép nha ong ba
Onimous.

“M0ot cau chuyén dai 1am”,Charlie ngan ngai. N6 biét Lysander rat dang
tin cay,nhung khéng dam, chac vé Lauren.

Nhung chang ai can dugc Olivia. Hau nhw khong dirng lai dé thd,con
nho thuat lai ti mi ttng khodnh khac ctia budi sang suyt tré thanh tham hoa
cha tui né,twr lic ching tién vo6 vung dong hoang tGi khi Benjamin tai xuat
hién cung vai Hat Pau va cong 1ong chim mau do.

Trong khi Lysander van tram ngdm im ldng thi Lauren tram tr6 khen
Olivia c6 tai ké chuyén mdi 16i cudén lam sao.

“Chi khong nghi chuyén do6 co6 that”,Lauren bao Olivia, “ma n6 khong
thé tin dugc,y chi 1a,nhitng nguwdi & hoc vién Bloor rat 1a...la,thd vi,nhung
ma,hdy”,chi ha thdp giong, “c6 mot nguwoi khong-han-la-nguwdi & ngay
day,trong nha bép nay!”

“That ra,bac ay la ngwoi”,Charlie nghiém trang. “Chi Lauren,chi tuyét
doi khong dwge néi cho bat i ai biét viéc nay. D6 1a diéu rat bi mat,rat
riéng tu”.

“Cau ay néi dung day”,Lysander noi,tira nhw mong du. “Lauren,em phai
hita 1a khong bao gio nhac lai nhitng gi em vira nghe hom nay,tham chi véi
ca ban than nhat cta em”.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lauren nhin anh ra diéu hon trach. “Lysander Sage,anh la ban than nhat
cua em. Va em hira sé khong bao gio ndi vGi mot ai”.

Lauren c6 vé ngoai nong nhiét,khong thé c6 gi nghi ngd chi. Charlie thd
phao nhe nhom. “Anh c6 y kién gi khong,Sander?” né haéi.

Lysander dwva mot mau banh khéc 1én cho Homer. “Em noéi cé thé 6ng
Onimous biét Asa bi duwa di dau. Ching ta phédi chd 6ng ay noi ra cho tui
minh. Sau dso chung ta sé kéo Tancred vao cudc”.

“Tancred?”Olivia quac mat. “Anh ta c6 thé lam dwgc gi?”

“Tancred sé rat quan trong,cling nhuv con buém cia em vay,Charlie”.
Lysander liéc con buém trang dau trén tai trai Charlie. “N6 da ctu cac em
hém nay,anh chéac chan n6 sé cttu ching ta lan nita”.

“Ca Hiép Si bo”,Benjamin ldng 1€ ndi. “Ngai cling da citu bon em”.
“Pung,Hiép Si Ba”,Lysander tan thanh.

Chutng quyét dinh 1a sé lai gap nhau vao chiéu hém sau. Lysander bao sé
cd thuyét phuc Tancred t6i quan,nhung anh khéng hi vong lam. Tracy
Morsell khong thich thu vat,trong khi Tancred chang muoén rdi c6 nang
phtt nao.

Olivia nhan xét rang no6 thay viéc doé that ngé ngan. Lysander nhin vai va
Cuoi toét vai ban gai ctia minh.

Khi Lysander va Lauren rdi quan,hai con vet ctia ho bo dau 1én xudng
nhip nhang vao nhau,nhu thé ching cling dang hen ho.

“Té twdng Lysander lanh lung sat da co chit”,Olivia rau rau noi.
Benjamin va Charlie bat dau tré vé duong Filbert,trong khi Olivia huéng

vé phia tiém sach co6 Ingledew. Pang di gan t6i ngd Nha Tho Lén thi con
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nho thdy mot dang nguwdi quen quen chay thuc mang vo dwong Piminy.
Nguoi khac chac chi ghi nhan dién mao dé r6i bé qua,nhung Olivia thi
khong.

“E1”con nho thét goi. “Pang ay di dau d6,Dagbert Endless?”

Vai khach bo hanh ngodi nhin Dagbert,thang nay dirng sitng lai giita
dwong,roi tr tir quay lai nhin thang mat Olivia.

“Chao!”Olivia hét. “Dang ay song & do a?”

Dagbert nhin chong choc con nhé. Trong déi mat xanh bién ctia né van
1én anh lanh 1€o dén ndi olivia bong noi da ga.

“Thi thoi vay”,con nho ty noi,ty cau kinh vi nghe giong minh run run.
“Ai quan tam dang 4y song & dau?”’doan di tiép t6i quang truong va vo
tiém sach co Ingledew.
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Puong thay phap

Co Ingledew dang tiép hai vi khach cung mé thich mét quyén sach hiém.
CO mim cwoi v6i Olivia va chi tdm rém ngan cach phong khéach cta co.

Olivia thdy Emma bén ban cua di n6, dang viét danh sach nhitng twa sach
vao mot quyén so bia den. Con nhoé ming sang rd 1én khi thdy Olivia. “T¢@
dang lo cho b6 di vO0 vung dong hoang trong khi trdi con téi mit dat nay,

»

Liv.
“Bo ma c6 mat & do chac chan bo con lo hon nhiéu,” Olivia riu rit.

Co Ingledew tho dau qua tam rem va thong bao vGi ching la c¢6 vira hoan
thanh mGt vu ban hang hoi nhat su6t bao nam nay. Hai vi khach thach nhau
tGi khi day gia cta cuon sach hiém do 1én cao ngat, va mot vi phdi bé cudc.
“Chung ta an hady murng nao. Co sé dong ctra tiem mot lat.”

Khi ctra tiém sach vira déng lai, di cia Emma rét ra ba ly rugu bé lau
ndm, va chuyén quanh. C6 Ingledew la mét trong so rat it ngwoi ma Emma

va ban bé ctia né tin cdy, va ngay khi Olivia n6c hét ly rigu ctia minh, né
ndc cut ba cai, xong xubi lién sa vao cau chuyén ving dong hoang cta né.

Olivia c6 khuynh hwéng thém that mau mé cho cau chuyén moi lan con
nho ké lai, nhing cong bang ma noéi, cau chuyén it nhiéu van chinh xac.
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Khi Olivia ké xong, c6 Ingledew dan ly rgu ctia minh xuéng ma thot
1én. “Tai hoa that, Olivia. Bon tré cac con ty chuéc nguy hiém vao than. Co
that sy mong cac con khong v6 vung dong hoang nita. Bat luan c6 chuyén
gl xay ra.”

“Chac chan tui con sé khéng bang qua cay cau sat nita dau,” Olivia lang
tranh. “Vdi lai, con vira gap thang Dagbert ké-dim-chét-ngwoi i. Con biét,
nghe thi quai dan, nhung Charlie nghi chinh thang dé dinh liu dén viéc
nwdc song dang lén qua nhanh.’

“Khong quéi dan dau, Olivia. Tat ca ching ta déu biét nhitng gi c6 thé
xdy ra ¢ noi nay.” Co Ingledew rot thém mot ly rwgu bo nita, chiét thém
mot xiu rwgu gin pha vao. “Cé khong thich duwong Piminy. Pa cé qua nhiéu
bién c6 xdy ra ¢ do6 trong qua khi.”

“Keé tui con nghe di, di,” Emma nai.

Co Ingledew nhin dong ho deo tay. “Di phdi m@& cira tiém lai day. Di
khong muén bé 16 m6i ban hang nao hét.”

“Nhitng chuyén gi da xdy ra trén duwong Piminy vay? Lam on ké cho tui
con di,” Olivia nan ni.

Co Ingledew nhin ly Rwgu ctia minh. C6é cam chai regu bo 1én nhung réi
lai dat xuong. “Pé la con dudng c6 nhat trong thanh pho nay,” co néi ma
hoi rung minh. “Tran hoéa hoan thé ky 18 khong bao gid cham t&i n6. Co
nguwoi noi day la vi c6 rat nhiéu thay phap séng ¢ d6. Chang han nhw
Feromel thg ren, Melmott thg da. Va c6 ca mot thg giay chuyen dong
nhitng doi giay than ky, va nhiéu ngwoi khac nita véi nhitng tai phép ma di
khong nhé dugc. Thudong ngay ho von hay chanh chge nhau, nhung vu héa
hoan da kéo ho xich lai gan nhau, chi m6t ngay thoi, nhwng nhitng c6 gang
hop tac ctia ho ciling da day lui ngon lira. Bay gio tat cd ho chét r6i, di
nhién.”
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“Co6 mot ctta hang ban dm dung nwdc,” Emma dam chiéu néi. “Charlie
duwoc cho mot cai dm quai chiéu ¢ d6.”

“Vay a?” co Ingledew to vé quan tam, nhung c6 nguoi go cia tieém va co
tan ngan roi khoi bon con gai dé di ra tiép khach hang.

Olivia thwong & lai tiém sach dém thit Bay. Me n6, mét minh tinh lay
ltrng, khong thé lic nao ciing & nha trong khi dang dong phim. Xem ra
Olivia chang bu6n viéc do ti nao. N6 khodi ngu chung v6i Emma trong can
buong nhé teo, mai x6 nghiéng véi nhitng xa nha thap bang go soi.

bém do, hai dira con gai lan ra ngu s6m, nhung nhitng bién c6 khuay
dong ban ngay c dot nhap nhitng gidc mao cua Olivia, t&i khi n6 giat minh
choang tinh gidc, va bum vo0 céi thanh giwvong tréng cau no.

“Gi thé?” Emma hodng hon, ngoi day.

“Chi la t¢ thoi,” Olivia rén ri. “T@ khong sao ngu yén duvgc, Em. T¢ cw
nghi lan man dén nhitng viéc da xdy ra hoi sang. Trong dau t& biét 10,
dwong Piminy sat day van dang c6 nhitng tro phu thily ém bua dién ra.”

“Té hiéu y bo r6i.” Emma kéo tam trai givong 1én tan cam. “Dac biét la
néu Dagbert-dim-chét-nguwdi ¢ dé.”

“Tui minh thtt nhin mot cai xem sao, chi dé thoa tri to mo thoi?”
Khong muén t6 ra 1a ké hén nhat, Emma mién cudng lao thao. “U.”

Co6 mot 0 ctra s6 nhé trd gitta nhitng thanh xa dang sau giwvong Emma.
Vi nguwoi cao dwdi mét tam, no chi 10 ra mot khoang troi, nhung khi
Emma ditng 1én dém gobi, n6 cé thé thay mang sau cua nhitng ngbi nha trén
duong Piminy.

Olivia leo 1én givong cia Emma va ca hai cung kiéng chan trén goi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mot ngo hep chay gitta san sau cta nhitng ngoi nha duwong Piminy va
ngo Nha Tho Lén. M6t ngon den dwong don c6i téa anh sang 1t mu xuéng
nhitng bic twong gach, thung rac, bich rac va nhitng bai c6 luém nhudm.
Bon con gai dang ddo mat khap khung canh ron rgn xem c6 gi dang lwu
tam thi c6 mot vudng san khién chiing chu y. Khong gian nhoé rai soi doé
chen day nhitng khoi hinh mau xam, hat béng quai rgn lén cac bic twong.

“Co nhiéu nguoi,” Olivia néi tham, “lam bang da.”
“Tat ca déu gay bé,” Emma nhan xét.

“Hodc chwa lam xong. M6t ngwdi dan 6ng khong cé dau, va mot phu ni
khong c6 canh tay...”

“Ca tha nita,” Emma hang hai thém. “Mat cai dau su tr, mot con ngwa
trong nhu that, ngoai tru...”

“N6 khong c6 dudi. TG thich con ché khong 16 chi cé hai chan kia.”
“N6é dang ngoi, nhin kia, b6 c6 thé thady mot ban chan sau ctia né.”

“U dting 16i.” Olivia chup canh tay ban. “Em, bo c6 nghi ching do céi
ong tho da gia do lam ra khong, tén ong ta la Melmott hay gi gi d6.”

“Om, néu ding vay ching nita, 6ng ta cling khong thé & day dé 1am cho
ching séng day.” Tiéng cuwdi cia Emma hoi doi long, béi vi con nhé khong
chdc diéu nay la that.

Bat thinh linh, m6t quang sang ry'c mau cam lée 1én, thap sang bitc twong
cach san nha ong thg da vai can.

“Po la gi vay?” Olivia leo lén thanh giwvong nhin cho ré hon. “T¢ nghi ai
d6 vira méi nhom Iva. Udc gi t¢ c6 thé thay rd hon. Coi kia, lai mot chép
sang nita.” Olivia nhdy xudng gobi. “Tui minh di xem di?”
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Emma lac dau. “Khuya lac khuya lo roi. Tui minh khong thé di rinh mo
dém hom dugce. Vi lai c6 thé l1a ltva dot cui nha ai &y ma. D6t ci trong 10
swoi dau phai la pham phap.

“Vao gio nay trong dem? Nhd c6 hdo hoan thi sao? Nhitng can nha cii
nay sé bi chay rui nhw gé diém. Tui minh phai di tim hiéu coi c6 chuyén gi
dang dién ra.”

“Pé t6 tim hiéu duwoc roi,” Emma noi.
Olivia chi thay 10 nho nét mat ban. Trong Emma cic ki non nao.
“Y bd 1a ... bay?” Olivia thi tham.

“Phai. B6 phai dé ctra s6 md toang ra.” Emma thé cho cua Olivia trén
thanh givong. Pau va vai né lic nay nho 1én khoi bé ctta s6. N6 hit mot hoi
that sau va twdng twong minh dang vut 1én nhitng vi sao. Twong twong doi
canh den voO trén nén troi xanh tham nhw nhung... gio né da cam nhan
chiing, manh mé va dé diéu khién, dang nhac bong minh 1én cao, cao, cao!

Ditng ti ca canh tay vo ctta s6 mé rong, Olivia nghe thay tiéng lach rach
khé khang ctia 16ng md&i hinh thanh. N6 cam thay mot luéng khi quét qua
mat, sau do thay hai dai canh den quat vao bau troi khuya. “Chic may man,
Em,” no6 noi.

Emma bay phia trén con hém cho dén khi né t6i manh san sang nho
nhitng chdp lra 16e sang 1én ting chdp. N6 dau trén mot biéc twong, nhin
x04y vO ctta sO nho, ryc nhitng tia ltta va chép sang. Néu muon tim nguon
phat ra thi &nh séng tya phdo hoa do6 thi Emma phai bay lai gan hon.

Hit mot hoi that sau, lic nay phai huy dong long can dam hon bat ki thi
gi khac, Emma dam b6 qua san va dau xuong céi go hep bén ngoai khung
ctra s6 sang choang. O kinh cira dong chi chit nhitng giot nwc. Phia bén
kia nhitng giot nwéc 1ap lanh, mot canh twong ki la trai ra tredc mat Emma.
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O chinh giita phong, mot ngudi cao 16n, dau trim nén bao ho bing kim
loai c6 kinh che mat. Ngwdi nay mac bo do lién quan mau xanh dwong ban
thiu, deo gang dai bang da, nhung nhin dang diéu c6 vé la mé6t phu ni.

Mot 16 rén chay bung, boc ra khéi mu mit cing véi nhitng lwdi 1iva khi
nguwoi phu nit soc manh cay kep khong 16 v6 gitta 10. Ba rit ra mét vat dep,
dai, moi xang-ti-mét ctia né déu rirng ruc mot tia Iita do 16a. Cam chat cai
kep, ngudi phu nit dat mén dé 1én mot khoi sat cac canh 16m vao: mot cai
de, Emma doan vay.

bi t6i mot hang ké, nguwdi phu nit 1dy mot cai bda that 16n va bat dau
quai vao thanh kim loai 16e sang. Chat, chat, chat! Tiéng bda doi am v6
twong, trong khi nhitng cai béng hién ra roi bién mat theo ngon Itta 16e 1én
roi tat lim.

Kim loai dap vo kim loai khong phdi am thanh duy nhat Emma nghe
thdy. Long dudi tiéng chan chat, mot giong € a bat dau cat 1én, khong nhac
diéu, nhung sau do lai cung nhip vd&i nhip bua, nghe am am, tram dac,
khong thanh 161, co h6 nhw dang ém bua.

Pén gid thi Emma c6 thé thay rd vat gi nam trén cai de. DBinh hinh bén
dwdi quai bua la mot thanh gwom sang choi. Lwdi g@om mong nhu dao cao,
miii gwom sac dén noi hinhg nhw né xuyén thing bong toi.

“Mot thanh gwom,” Emma nin thg. Ai, vao ngay nay va thoi dai nay, lai
muon maot thanh gwom? Ai lai can gwom? Nguoi tho rén nay rd rang khong
phai lag Feromel, vay ba ay la ai?

Emma Iwét khoi bau ctra s6 va bay dén dau trén mot birc twong. Miung
qud, khong c6 nguy hiém de doa nhitng ngdi nha xung quanh. Lira chi &
gon trong 10 rén thoi. Moi nguwdi déu c6 thé an tdm nga ngon trén givong
ctia minh. Thé nhung c6 rat nhiéu diéu phai suy ngam.
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Emma thdy Olivia dang kién nhan dgi bén ctta s6, n6 lién bay vé ké cho
ban nghe vé thanh gwom va ngudi thg ren.

“Mot thanh gwom?” trong con phan khich, Olivia trugt khoi thanh
givdng. “Ui da!” N6 lai reo 1én. “Gid bd s& vo nha dé chit, Em?”

“Té¢ mudén xem mat trdc ctia nhitng can nha kia thé nao,” Emma néi.
“Té khong c6 nhiéu co hoi la chim dau. Té phai tan dung né.”

Olivia khong chac d6 c6 phai la y kién hay. Néu bon thay bua van con
song & dwong Piminy thi rat c6 thé cé ké sé nhan ra mdt con bé trong 16t
chim. Nhung dém nay Emma dang n6i mau phiéu lwu. Trwde khi Olivia kip
can ngan, Emma da vt 1én, bay qua mai ng6i uon cong nha ngudi thg rén
va tudn vo duvong Piminy.

Mat tredc xwdng rén méi kinh ngac lam sao. Trung bay trong cira s6 la
du loai, da kiéu am dun nuwdc trong gian di, qué kéch- cai 16n nhat lam bang
dong, sang dén nodi n6 hat anh sang mau nhat xudng con dwong rai séi.
Khong mat dau tich bao hiéu vé mot ngwoi the rén dang kéo bé bén 10 ruc
chdy & dang sau toa nha.

Emma dau trén mot cot den dwong va khao sat day nha co kinh. Buong
Piminy 6m gitt mot bau nang lwgng ky bi. Khong khi lan ran nhitng am
thanh cam nin, khoi ddy 1én nhitng cdm xic manh liét. Emma chi mu6n bay
trd lai chon an toan noi tiém sach, nhwng né thdy minh dan sau hon v6 con
dwong. Luon qua nhitng hang cay, li€c nhin nhitng ctra s6 va thay 1 chudt
nhat chay nhon nhao tim cho ndp. Khic nay mét con méo v6 moi, quang
kia mot con ché stia 6ng ong. Chang phéi Olivia néi da thdy Dagbert
Endless chay t&i day sao? Chac la tiém ban c4 c6 tdm bién nham nhd treo
trén twong kia chang? Pau trén tdm bién 16i thdi 4y, Emma ngo6 vo cita so
phia trén. C6 mot khe hd nho giltta cac tdm réem giip né nin dwgc can
phong. Emma nin thé, that ky quai, moi bitc twdng déu cuén cudn anh lén
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nhitng sdc mau thdy cung, va trén giwong cé ai do, mat phat sang, dang
nam.

Co kim tiéng kéu kinh hai, Emma lao t&i dau trén mot cai cay gan do,
vira ria 16ng vira lang nghe tim minh dap bung bung. “Dagbert. Dagbert ké-
dim-chét-ngudi,” né liu nhiu mot minh.

Mot con cud dau trén canh cdy bén duwong doi dién rdc 1én, ra diéu mudn
phan nan. Mi phai ngti mdéi ding, man dém la doc quyén cta loai cu.

Emma im thit. Tt ti dinh than lai. N6 da thay qua da cho mot dém. Néu
cac nha khac cling chita chdp bon ma thuat hiém doc thi n6 ciing chang
muodn biét vé ho. N6 x6 ra khéi cdy ... va roi duén dudt trong noi kinh
hoang. Chac han né da roi bep xudng dat r6i néu nhw khong c6 biu dugc
mot canh cay vao phut chaét.

bung khoanh khac ay, bén dwdi Emma c6 mot thang bé dang ditng. N6
nhan ra thang nay, Eric Shellhorn. Thang bé khong di*ng mot minh. Khi
Emma ngé xudng qua nhitng canh cay, mot bong nguwdi xong ra khéi bong
cdy. Han deo mat na, 10i ra doi mat vién bac 1ap lanh.

“Lam di!” chiéc mat na ra lénh.
“Pay!” Eric 1ap lai iu xiu.

Thang bé con budc vé phia mot trong nhitng ctta hang. Emma khong thé
thdy gi phia bén kia ctra so t6i thui ctia ctra hang dé. Eric ding lai. N6 dang
nhin tirng tri'ng v6 canh cira. Tap trung cao do dén mitc cé nhitng lan séng
li ti gon rap ron trong khong trung.

Thinh linh, canh ctta bat mé va m6t nguwdi dan 6ng bang da budc ra.
Dang di cua nguoi da nang né va lap chap, chan nhac that cao va dau goi
gap lai, kéu réu rao. Moi ban chan da nén xuéng, mot tiéng thich don diéu
rung chuyén mat dat, hét nhw tiéng dai bac tir dang xa vong Vve.
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“B0 c6 chac do6 la Eric khong?”

“Chac.” Emma thi tham trd 10i cdu héi ctia Olivia, giong khan dac. N6
dang nam trén giwong, mat nham lai, c6 ngd, nhung thira biét minh sé
khong tai nao ngu dugce. Hinh dnh ngwoi dan ong bang da, thang bé phat
sang va thanh gwom sac ct chay loan xa trong dau n6. Nham mat lai dé xua
chung di cang vo ich.

“Cai than sau quy céi gi dang dién ra trén dwong Piminy vay ta?” Olivia
néi, ma theo quan diém ctia Emma thi hoi qua 16n.

“B0 nghe di minh néi réi day. Tham chi ca trdn dai héa hoan ciling khong
pha htly dugc nhitng ngdi nha c6 & d6 kia ma, vi noi dé cé rat nhiéu thay
phap sinh s6ng.” Emma ngap. N6 mét ba nguwoi.

“U, nhung tai sao tat ca nhitng diéu ay lai bat dau ruc rich vao ldc nay?”

Emma wéc ao Olivia cho minh mot chit yén tinh. N6 khong mu6n nghi
vé nhitng gi n6 vira thay. “Cé 1€ n6 luon luon dién ra nhw thé nhwng khong
ai dé y.”

Mot tiéng “Hum!” r0 to vong tir dau kia phong. “Minh khong nghi thé,
Em. C6 chuyén gi da xay ra. Chuyén do chac chan lién quan t6i Charlie.”

“Tai sao la Charlie?”
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“Bdi vi ba né vira trd vé sau muoi nam. Piéu dé rat c6 kha nang danh
dong dén ai dd, dung khong?”

“Sao vay?” Emma lé nhé bu6n ngu.
“T¢ khong biét ro,” Olivia thi nhan. “Chi linh cdm th6i.”

Ca hai dita cung im lang suy tw mot lic, sau do, mot cach than ky, no
ngu thiép di.

Sang Chu Nhat, khi Emma va Olivia xuéng an sang, ching thay c6
Ingledew trong bo 4o choang ngu bang nhung dang vui vé dén 6ng Paton
Yewbeam. Chac han 6ng da t6i khi troi con t6i. Ho dang udng ca phé den,
va ro rang dang noi dé mot cau chuyén kha nghiém trong.

Hinh nhu c6 Ingledew dé mat. C6 ditng bat day va di don bita diém tam.
Ong cau Paton cat giong xa xam “Chdo cac cd gai” trong khi nhin cd
Ingledew luGt bang qua phong.

Olivia hich Emma. “B6 c6 dinh ké chuyén dém qua khong?”

“Dém qua lam sao?” c6 Ingledew dat kich mét lic bon t6 com bap 1én
ban. “Dém qua c6 gi xdy ra vay?”

Emma ng6i xudng va ké lai chuyén nguoi dan 6ng bang da, thang bé
phat sang va thanh gwom sac.

Hai ngudi 16n tram ngam that 1au dé suy gam cai tin nay. Ho uéng sach
ca phé, xong roi Ong cdu Paton bdo, “Con ké lai lan nita dwoc khong,
Emma?”

Emma ké lan nita.
“T4t ca nhitng chuyén dé c6 nghia la gi vay, ong Yewbeam?” Olivia hoi.

N6 nghi 6ng Paton Yewbeam biét hau nhuw tat ca moi thi trén doi.
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“Cé nghia la gi w?” Ong cau Paton xoa cdm. “Ta khong biét, Olivia.”

Olivia khong nan chi. “Con cé la 6ng biét, con bdo dam o6ng c6 biét hoi
hwéng gi d6 vé nhitng viéc dang dién ra.”

Ong cau Paton mim cwdi. “Pwgc roi. Ta thita nhan 1a minh cé mot y nhé
th6i. Thé nay. Cha cta Charlie...”

“Con biét ngay la dinh liu dén Charlie ma,” Olivia hét toang 1én. “Con
biét...”

“Lam on! Dé 6ng Yewbeam n6i,” Emma nhac.
Olivia ng6i phich xuéng.

“Cam on nhé.” Ong cau Paton nhdy mét v6i Emma. “Ta da dinh néi, cha
cta Charlie tinh khoi bua mé, khéi 16i nguyén hay gi gi do, sau mwdi nam.
DPiéu do sé khién cho rat nhiéu ngudi néi tam banh, dac biét nhitng ngwoi
da kim gitt chu ay trong bua mé thudc 4. Rat c6 1y do cho t6i ac bon ho da
gay ra. Ching ta von luon chac mam doé la do sy trd thu cia lao Ezekiel
Bloor cho tai nan khién lao phdi ng6i xe lan su6t doi. Nhung do Charlie da
ké cho ta nghe chuyén gia dinh Pike suc sao ngdi nha cii cia n6 dé tim mot
cai hop, thi ta tin chac rang Lyell Bone bi tritng phat b&i chu ay da biét gi
dé, mot diéu ma trwdc sau chu ay nhat dinh khong tir bé: cai vat chita bén
trong chiéc hop.”

“Nhung tai sao diéu do6 lai khién cho nhiéu sw viéc quai g& xdy ra &
treong Piminy?” Olivia hoi.

“Co nhiéu viéc ndi lén, Olivia a, la béi vi Lyell da tinh lai, nhu ta da noi
d6. Puong Piminy mot thoi tap trung toan thay phap. Con c6 hdi ta ké nao
da danh thirc ho day hay la khong?”
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“D-a c-6.” Olivia d6 com bap vao t6 cua né thanh mot dong chdy cham
rai, day wu tu.

“Bon ching budc thang bé tén la Eric phuc dich cho ching,” c6
Inglegew noi, vita ddy banh mi vo 10 nuwéng. “Ba c6 ctia Charlie, ba
Venetia, cudi ong Shellhorn dé cham tay vo6 thang cu bé teo nay.”

“Nhét dinh co sé diéu tra,” Emma tuyén bd. “Con mudn biét tai sao
nguoi thg ren lai ren thanh gwom.”

“Cho ngai hiép si,” Ong cau Paton bao né. “Hiép Si D6 trén cau.”
“Ong c6 nghi d6 1a Vua D6 khong, 6ng Yewbeam?” Emma hoi.
“That tinh ta khong thé néi chac.”

“Con van mudn gap ngwoi tho rén.” Emma rat cuong quyét. “Ba ay la
nguwoi duy nhat trén con dwong do trong co vé tét bung.”

“B0 khong thé di ma khong cé tG,” Olivia noi.
Co Inglegew mudn Ong cau Paton di v6i chiing. “Em khéng thich nghi

dén viéc chiing mot than m6t minh trén dwong Piminy,” c6 bdo.

Ong cau Paton hwdng nhin budn b ra cita s6. “Gid ndy qué tré cho ta
roi. Mat trgi da 1én cao. Va lai, cho du nguwoi rén thanh gwom la ai, c6 1€ ba
ay chi no6i chuyén véi cac c6 bé khi ching di mot minh, hon la khi di cung
mot ga ky quai nhu ta.”

Co Inglegew lic dau v6i Ong cau Paton va bao co sé t6i tan tiém Am
Pun néu bon tré khong quay vé trong vong nita gio dong ho.

Emma va Olivia v0i lua hét bita sang, tat ca thay do va roi tiém sach.

Ching néng long mudn biét vé ngudi rén thanh gwrom bi an dén noi quén ca
chai dau. Mot viéc hau nhw chwa tirng nghe néi vé Olivia.
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Puong Piminy thinh ling va hoang ving. Hai dita con gai nhim tiém Am
Pun thang tién. Di chwa duge bao xa thi ching chgt nghe tiéng buwéc chan
dang sau. Mot tiéng nat 16n. “ Tui bay lam gi ¢ day?”

“Tao chang thdy viéc gi mac md& t6i may,” Olivia néng nay.

“Cé thé, nhung tao van mudn biét.” P6i mat xanh bién cia Dagbert chép
t Olivia qua Emma. “Ha?”

“That ra thi ching t6i di mua &m,” Emma noi, c6 ra vé tinh rui.

Dagbert nhin con nho ra chiéu thwong hai. “Vao ngay Cha Nhat? Tat ca
tiém déu déng ctra. Tui bay phai lam gi hay hon thé co.”

“Tui nay chang lam gi hay ho c4,” Olivia quat.

Dagbert tron mat nhin Olivia. “Cé mudn doi y trwdc khi viéc khé chiu
xay ra khong?”

Miéng Olivia mim chat lai nhw dwong chi, cam phan.

“Pugc thoi.” Dagbert nhin swgt qua ching t¢i mdt nap cong duédi long
dwong. Vé mia mai cia n6 bién thanh danh sac én lanh. Thinh linh, nwéc
bat dau kéu 6c 6c bén dwdi nam cong. N6 bat md tung 1én mot tiéng cac,
dong thoi nwdc phun vot 1én thanh mét voi nwdc den quanh bun. Bon con
gai bi vay kin trong d6. Thét ram 11, ching chay qua nam céng vé hudng
tiém Am Pun. Nhung dong nuwéc truy dudi ching rat rat, bé ngoat khaoi 16
trinh tw nhién ctia nd, quét vong quanh mat ca ching lang ngoang nhu ran.
Sttc ép manh dén do ching chii nhai xudng dat, khong thé ghim noi.

Emma la dita té sap mat xuong triedc; Olivia chOp gilt canh tay Emma lai
cling ngd sap theo sau. Trong khi bo 1é bo cang vé phia tiém Am Pun, lan
dau tién ching nghe thdy tiéng cuwoi ghé ron ctia Dagbert. Tiéng cudi nod
phot ra nghe thanh trang khac khac, sui bot.
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Olivia biu canh ctta tiém c6 ditng 1én, bat dau dong am am vo ctra, bat
chdp dang trong con hoang loan né nhan ra cai go ctra la mét chiéc am ti
hon bang dong.

“Cttu toi vaGi!” Olivia thét. “Co ai lam on cttu ching t6i vGi!”

Emma ditng bén canh né hua thém. “Chuing t6i sap chét dudi roi!”

Canh ctra bat than mad ra, ca hai dita con géi nhii dau vo6 trong tiém, moi
dia ban veo qua mot bén hong cua ngudi phu nit cao 16n dirng syng noi

nguong ctra.

Ba Kettle trirng mat nhin Dagbert qua dong nuéc bun. “DEP TRO KHI
NAY bI!”

Dagbert phat ra mot am thanh rot-rot, sau hut trong hong, twa nhu no
dang noc yc cd mét x6 nwdc.

“Ta da nghi chuyén nay roi ma,” ba Kettle Itr mat nhin chdy sém dong
nuwdc uon éo. “Hur, hay gitt nwdc ctia may lai di, thang bé ngudi cé kia!”

Dagbert soi tiét nhin dong nuwéc kho di cap tap. Héch cam 1én, né hung
hé budc vuot qua tiém Am Pun ma khéng thém liéc nhin ba chi tiém.

Ba Kettle dong sam ctra lai va néi véi tui con gai. “Nao, nao, may cung
vira moi lam vao hoan canh tréo ngoe nhi, cac co bé?”

“Vang a, hoan canh tréo ngoe that,” Olivia noi. “Cam on ba ctu tui chau.
Chau la Olivia Vertigo va day la ban chau, Emma Tolly.”

“Rat vui gap may cung, ba la Katya Kettle.” Ba nhin sait Emma. “Ba da
gdp cung roi thi phai?”

“Da. Co lé vay,” Emma boi roi.
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“Hirm. Ca hai v0 day. Dé ba lay do khé cho mdy cung thay nhé. May
cung w6t dén tan da roi kia.” Ba Kettle di qua 0 ctra vom, vO can phong am
cing ¢ dang sau tiém. “Cédi do ra,” ba than tinh day hai da t&i bén 16 sudi.
“Ba di tich tac th6i.” Ba bién mat sau canh ctra kim loai day can day dinh

~

OC.

Emma va Olivia c6i v, giay, quan jeans va do khoac ra. Hén la chau tam
chép nhodng vira r6i chwa thdm wét chiéc 4o hong pha bac cua Olivia hay
chiéc 4o len xanh da tr¢i cia Emma.

Khi ba Kettle hién ra trd lai, ba mang theo hai bo do lién quan to t6 bo va
hai doi v& len day. “Co thé khong vira dau,” ba canh bao. “Cit xan chd nao
qua dai 1én la dugc.”

Cuoi nguong nghiu, Emma mac do6 va di vé vao. Olivia lan chan, wém
thit bo do thung thinh v6 nguwdi va ngam nghi cach lam thé nao dé cai thién
tinh hinh chut nao hay chut dé. “Ba c6 tram cai hay gi khong?” n6 hoi ba
Kettle.

Ngudi phu nit pha Ién cuwdi ron rang. “Ping redm ra cai thit do lam gi!
Ctr gid bd cung la nang cong chua cai trang di.” Ba treo dam do wét cua
bon chiing 1én mot cai gia go phia trén bép lo.

Olivia nhan nh6 chui v6 céi 4o lién quan, xan ong tay 1én cho t6i khi 10i
ong tay 4o hong va bac ctda no ra.

“Ba thdy cung c6 dang didp cia mot nit hoang thoi trang day,” ba Kettle
cuwoi khuac khich. “Mot tach tra nhé, cac co bé?”

Trudc khi ching dap thi c6 mot tiéng go khan cap ngoai ctra.

“Ba hy vong khong phai cai thang ca tép ky cuc dé nita,” ba Kettle néi
roi sai buwdc trd ra tiém.
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“0, 0, ra 1a cung,” ching nghe tiéng ba vong vao. “Gi thé, chang trai?”
Co tiéng lung bung dap lai va mat phtt sau Charlie Bone buwéc v6 phong.

“Oi quy than!” Charlie chép mét nhin hai dita con géi, khong tin néi.
“Quan 4o bo sao vay, Liv. D6 1a mot méi nhat a?”

“T@ nghi no6 hop vai td,” Olivia kiéu ki noi.

Emma phéa ra cwdi bo, Charlie cwoi theo, r6i Olivia cling cwoi khiic
khich. Ba Kettle cudi to nhat. Ba di qua canh ctta kim loai dé 14y tra trong
khi van con cwdi phi phi.

Chi khi d6 Emma md&i nhan thdy Charlie dang cam cai &m ci den si. “B0
mang no di trd a?” con nho hai.

“U.” Charlie dit cai &m xuéng san. “T¢ muén 16i khuyén cta ba Kettle.”
“N6 dé lam gi vay?” Olivia hoi.

“Ba Kettle da dwa n6 cho t6.” Charlie gidi thich nwéc trong &m néng 1én
thé nao khi sap stta c6 nguy bién. “Dém qua né néng qua trdi, gan nhw soi
ludn vay do.”

“Pém qua a?” Emma no6i mot cach tw ly.

“Sao cd hai b6 an mac nhw thg 6ng nwéc vay?” Charlie héi ching. “C6
ong nudc bé ¢ gan day a?”

“B0 noi thé cling dung day.” Olivia ké cho Charlie nghe vu Dagbert sti
nuwdc 1én.

Charlie nhan mat, ldng 1€ néi. “Minh da cau cho né dirng dung tai phép
ctia n6 kiéu d6. Nhung minh khong doan duwgc y do cta né.”
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Ba Kettle mang mot khay tra téi va khi chiing kéo ghé ctia ching lai sét
ban, ba hoi, “Nao, cai gi mang may cung tGi day, ha cac co6 bé? Ba biét may
cung khong chi chay tron thang ngwdi c4 ma tinh co ban vo day. May cung
dén gap ba phai khong?”

Olivia nhin Emma, va Emma dap. “Da.”

“Thé, c6 chuyén gi?” ba Kettle rot tra ra day bon céi ca va chuyén quanh,
trong khi Emma 16ng ngéng, vuot miii, hang c6 hong.

“Um... nhitng bd do ndy 1a cta ba phai khong, ba Kettle?” Emma héi.
“Di nhién. Khong con ai khac song & day.”

“0.” Emma nhin tit cdi ca. “Khong mot ai a?”

“Khong maot ai,” ba Kettle dap.

“Om,” Emma nhin quanh cin phong, lya 15i néi. Xem ra rat 16 mang, khi
héi mot nguwoi chat phac nhw ba Kettle rang ba c6 phai la thg rén khong.

Olivia thi khong ban khoan nhw thé. Mat kién nhan, né hoi huych toet.
“Ba co phai la thg rén khong, ba Kettle?”

“Pung vay,” ba Kettle diém nhién n6i. “Cé phdi cung la mot con chim
khong, Emma?”

Emma do mdt. “Da. Bung. Poi khi.”
“Thi ra cung da dau trén bau ctra s6 nha ba, xem ba lam viéc dém qua?”
“Chau khong rinh rap,” Emma n6i nhanh. “Chau chi... thdm hiém.”

“Di nhién roi, cung. Bung lo. Xem tho rén lam viéc chang c6 gi hai ca.”
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“Tui chau dén day,” Olivia buot miéng, “dé tim hiéu vé thanh gwom ba
da ren.”

“Thanh gwom?” Charlie tr6 mat nhin ba Kettle.

“A, thanh gwom.” Ba bat chot nghiém sic mat. “Mat cung khong duoc
hé ra 10i nao vé viéc nay vé6i bat ct ai ma may cung khong tin bang ca
mang song cta minh, nghe chwa.” Ba nhin xody titng dia vGi vé vira
nghiém khac vira dit ton.

“Vang a,” Charlie sot sang.

Vé mait ba Kettle diu di. “Ba dugc thira hwong chut it tai nang tir to tién
minh, Feromel, tuy nhién, ba rat it khi dung dén ching. Nho thé ma ba
khong phai dung dén phép thuat cia minh, du ba van rén cong cu lao dong,
yén cwong, va tham chi ca ban ghé sat. Xwa nay ba chwa bao gio dwoc yéu
cau rén guwom — mot thanh gwom ddc nhat vo nhi, bat kha chién bai — vi
vay, rat ty nhién, ba vo cung vui mirng vi 10i dé nghi nay.”

Charlie n6n néng nhoai nguwdi vé phia ba Kettle, héi, “Ai da yéu cau ba?”
Ba Kettle mim cuoi. “Mot hiép si co bom do trén mi giap bac cua ngai.”
“Gidng nguwoi tui chau da thay trén cau qua,” Charlie ndi.

bong thanh noéi cung lic, hai dita con gai héi ba Kettle, “Ngai ay da noi
gi?” “Ngai ay la ai?” “Ngai ay da dén lic nao?”

Ba Kettle gio mdt ngoén tay 1én. “Tw twr, t tit. Ba khong thé tra 161 ba cau
héi mot Iic. Ngai dén day cach day vai dém, rat khuya. Mac do giap va doi
mii giap sang chdi c6 cai 1ong chim doé tham, ngai tia v6 nhu mét con gié
dam anh trang. Mat ngai che kinh kin mit, va ngai khong n6i mot 16i nao.”
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“Lam sao ba biét ngai muon mot thanh gwom?” Charlie chom tGi xa dén
noi hat d6 mot chén dwong.

Ba Kettle 1at cai chén lai va xuc duong trd vao.

“Chau xin 16i,” Charlie n6i, “nhwng lam on, lam sao ba biét ngai mu6n
gi?”

Ba Kettle thoc sau v6 tui chiéc 4o len ctia minh, 1dy ra mot mau gidy gap
nép. Ba md no ra va dat 1én ban. “Do day nay.”

Bon tré tr6 mat dom mot tir duy nhat trén to giay:
“Caledfwich”
“Chau khong doc ra dugc,” Charlie noi. “No khong c6 nghia.”

“V&i ba thi cé6. Cai tir do noi vGi ba rang hiép si nay khéng phai 1a hiép si
binh thwong, lai cang khong phai ké ltra gat hay choi kham.”

“Nhung né cé nghia la gi?” Charlie héi don.

“Cung khong biét that a, Charlie Bone? N6 khong hat 1én trong dau cung
sao?” Ba Kettle sam soi nhin vao mat né.

Charlie nhin con chit trén t& gidy. “Khong. Chéau xin 16i. N6 khong c6
nghia gi c4, triv phi... né la tiéng xt Wales?”

“Pung. Thé la cung biét hét r6i d6. Bung no6 la mot tw xi¢ Wales. Do 1a
tén thanh gwom cua vua Arthur, nhung chi dwgc nhac dén trong nhitng
truyén thuyét c6 cua xwa Wales. Dén nay n6 van la mot mat ma, chi dugc
st dung bagi nhitng nguoi dang tin cay.”

“Oa!” Olivia thd hat ra. “Chau cdm thay minh vinh hanh qua.”
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“Khong dwoc ho hé vai bat ct ai.” Ba Kettle dat mot ngén tay 1én mai.

Ba dira tré s6t sang lac dau, va Charlie lap nhéap, “Chi néi véi ngudi ma
chéu c6 thé tin cay bang cad mang song ctia minh.”

“Khi nao hiép si trd lai 1ay thanh gwom a?” Emma héi, vita nghi minh c6
thé thuc hién mot chuyén bay dém nita.

“Khong biét. Ba ctt doi théi. Can phdi rén can guwom nita. Ba nghi ba sé
dung mot chit vang, va bac.” Ba Kettle ngé dam dam qua dau Id tré.

“Tham chi ba sé dung mot, hay hai vién ngoc trai.”

Charlie sic nhé ra tai sao minh dén day. “Suyt nita chdu quén mat.” N6
nhac cai am ctia Feromel dé 1én ban. “Cai nay da soi néng 1én dém qua.”

“Vay u?” Ba Kettle dat tay l1én cai &m den xi. “Gid né ngudi roi. Nhung
dém qua la mot thoi khac nguy hiém. Cach day vai can nha, nhitng twong
da bat dau chuyén dong.”

Miéng Emma ha hdc ra. “Ba biét viéc do a?”

“Ba ludn theo doi thang bé d6. Ca nhitng ké dong 10a dang so ctia né. Ba
nghi cung cling da trong thay ching trong khi bay roi.”

“Chéau khong thé tin v6 mat minh,” Emma néi. “Eric nhin cham cham
mot canh ctra va thé la ngwdoi dan 6ng da budce ra. That kinh khing.”

“Chéu da nghi Eric,” Charlie lam bam.

Ba Kettle ditng 1én va don nhitng cai ca khong vao khay. “Pén gio di
lam. Quan 4o may cung kho roi, cac c6 bé.”

Charlie quyét dinh ra vé tredc khi nhitng bo 4o lién quan dugc cdi ra. N6
théa thuan hen gap bon con gai & quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng vao budi chiéu.
Cam cai am lén, né cdm on ba Kettle trong khi roi tiém.
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Charlie vira quay lai dwong Filbert thi thdy Benjamin vira hdc toc chay
trén dwong vé phia né vira héi.

“Charlie! Charlie! Bo6 c6 thdy Hat Bau dau khong?”
“Khong.”

“N6 chay mat tiéu roi. N6 giat day xich ra khéi tay minh va chay biét
tam.” Mat Benjamin nhiim nhiu lai lo lang. Khi chay t&i bén Charlie, n6
khom nguwoi xudng, thd nhw bo. “Minh dau x6c ca hong vi chay.”

“Hat Pau dau c6 hay di kiéu vay.”
“Khong bao gio, trudc gio dau co thé. N6 co thé di dau, ha Charlie?”

Charlie c6 nghi dén tat ca nhitng noi ma Hat Pau mudn tdi ma khong co
Benjamin. Chi c6 mét noi bat ra khéi dau n6: “Chattypatra.”

Benjamin ditng thing phét 1én. “Chattypatra? Y bo ndéi 1a né t6i Ngach
To6i?”

“Po6 1a noi ban gai cia Hat Bau song. Khong phai n6 khoai con ch6 nho
dé tit tho 10 sao?”

“O ding,” Benjamin cong nhan.
“Thé thi tui minh di mau.”
“A khong, khong phai Ngach Té8i,” Benjamin rén ri, “minh ghét noi dé.”

“Minh ciing ghét. Nhung néu b6 muon tim Hat Pau thi minh nghi né chi
& doé thoi.”

Trong khi chay lip xip dén Ngach T6i, Charlie nhan ra minh van con
cam cai am den. N6 bat dau khién canh tay Charlie méi nhtr va Charlie wéc
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gi minh dé n6 & nha. Charlie ké cho Benjamin nghe minh vira gap bon con
gai va chuyén Dagbert nham nhe muén dim chét ching. Tuy nhién no
khong da dong dén thanh gwom. Mac du n6 tin twdng ban, nhung Benjamin
khong dugc ban phép thuat.

Nép nhan lo au ctia Benjamin cang sau hon. “Dagbert cling da c6 dim
chét tui minh, ding khong.”

“Minh nghi vay.”

Khi dén ng6 hém dan t6i ba can nha s6 13, hai dita con trai bwéc cham
lai. Charlie khong ngac nhién khi cdm thdy cai am dang néng lén. Nhiét do
& Ngach T6i luén thap hon nhitng noi khac vai do, va sitc néng cta cai am
héa ra lai c6 tac dung tran an.

Trudc mat ching sing sitng day nha cao vGi nhitng ban cong den xin,
nhitng mai nha nhon hoat va nhitng con thi bang da vién quanh cac ctta s6
dai.

“Minh khong nghi Hat Bau & day,” Benjamin ha thap giong, “Trwr khi ho
bat n6 vo6 trong r6i.” N6 bat giac rung minh.

Charlie thodng thdy mé6t chuyén dong noi khée mat. P6 1a tam rém, hay
ngoi nha hoi chao nghiéng?

Benjamin thé héc 1én, néi khan ca giong, “Charlie, c6 gi chuyén dong.
MGt trong nhitng sinh vat da ¢ ctra s6 dé.”

Ching ditng do ra tai cho, sg sét nhin ngoi nha ctia ba c6 Venetia. Dot
nhién canh ctra bat m@ va Miranda chay ao xudng nhitng bac thang, moi
tay xach mot con chd, cd hai déu sia nhu dién.

“Hat Bau!” Benjamin hét, lao vé phia con cho to.
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“Em thay cac anh t6i,” Miranda néi. “M0... md... ba ta muén nhdt con
ché cda anh trong ham rugu. Nhung em da gitt né an toan cho anh. Mg...
ba ta khong thich ché.”

Benjamin vong tay 6m choang 1ay con ch6 by, chi ta nong nhiét liém
chi nhan cia minh. Gwong mat ctia Benjamin bat dau birng 1én hanh phic.

Charlie nhan thdy mat Miranda suwng bup, c6 hai vét dé chay xuéng hai
bén ma. “Em ON chi¢, Miranda?” né héi.

Miranda nhin Charlie tuyét vong. “Khong. Em nghi la khong,” con bé thi
thao. “M0... ma...” RO rang né khong thé nao phat am dwgc tir “me”.

“Ba c0 cua anh thuong hay lam gi em?” Charlie nadi.

“Ba ta khong thich em.” Miranda 1am lét nhin ra sau mét cai. “Ba ta chi
quan tam tdi Eric thoi. Eric, no... n6 khong con la em trai ctia em nita.”

“Sao vay? No lam...?”

Hat Dau bét thinh linh sta toang 1én canh bao. Khi n6 phong 1én nhitng
bac thang, birc tgng than lun bén canh ctra ngoac ra cwdi hiém doc va bay
ban 1én khong trung.

“Coi chttng, Miranda!” Charlie hét. N6 c6 day con bé ra khoi duwong bay
cta than lun, nhung khong thé tin ndi, bitc twgng déi huwéng trén khong
trung va nham ngay ch6c Miranda, nhao tring Iwng con bé.

Con nho guc xuéng ngay chan Charlie r6i nam xoai ra via he. Mat n6
trang nhu to gidy.
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Charlie va Benjamin bang hoang dén noi khong thot nén 10i. Chattypatra
liém t6c Miranda, v &t tham thwong, sau d6 Hat Pau bat dau tru 1én. Tiéng
ché ai oan khién bon con trai birng tinh. Charlie quy xuéng va dé dat cham
vO vai Miranda. Rat khé, n6 goi tén con bé.

Mi mat Miranda dong day. Con bé rén ri.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng hién ra & ngudng cia. Ong ta téc nau, ép vat ra sau,
deo kinh. Vtra thdy Miranda 6ng ta ru lén hodng hot va chay ao xuong
nhitng bac thang.

“Chuyén gi thé nay?” nguoi dan ong thét.
“Chau...” Charlie lap bap.

“Miranda! Miranda!” Nguoi dan 6ng cudi xudng con gai minh. “On troi!
N6 con séng.” Ong ta bong con nhé 1én tay, ra 1énh cho bon ching. “Néi
cho ta biét chuyén gi da xay ra!”

Charlie chi biét néi véi 6ng ta sy that, nghe that 16 bich. “Birc twgng than
lun...” N6 quay ngoat lai. Birc twgng da trd vé cho cii ctia n6 bén canh cira,
thinh lang, khong chdp mat. Chi la mot khoi da. Charlie hit mot hoi that sau
va noi, “Chau biét 6ng khong tin dau, thwa 6ng, nhung bitc twgng do da bay
xuong day va dam trung lung Miranda.”
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Nguwoi dan 6ng nhin Charlie tran tréi. “Ta tin chau. Ta la Shelhorn, cha
cia Miranda. Ta nghi chic hin chau 1a Charlie.” Ong quay sang Benjamin.
“Con cau la Benjamin, béi vi c6 con ch6. Miranda da ké cho t6i nghe vé
cac cau.”

“Chau nghi ong la ong dugng cta chau,” Charlie noi.

Ong Shelhorn cé vé ngac nhién. “Chac la vay. Nao Charlie, cau lam on
duwa Chattypatra di khoi day dugc khong?”

Charlie Iui ban lai. “Chau nghi l1a khong dwoc, thwva 6ng. Miranda sé ra
sao néu khéng c6 n6?”

“Di nhién n6 sé nhd Chatty. Nhung ta sg sé cé diéu khong hay xdy ra véi
con cho6 néu né ¢ lai day. Thinh thodng ta sé dwa Miranda t6&i tham n6, néu
ta... néu vo ta...” Ong so sét liéc t&i canh ctta @& mé. “Ta phai dwa Miranda
vO trong nha. Lam on di, cac cau. Lam on dwa con chdé di di.”

Mat Miranda chép mé& va con bé néi. “Co gi tong vo lung con. Pau qua.”

“O, cung oi. D& ba dwa con v nha nhé.” Ong Shelhorn béng Miranda
l1én bac cap va vo nha. Chattypatra lao b6 theo hg, nhung canh ctta dong
sap lai trudc khi no kip 1én tdi noi.

“Gio sao?” Benjamin tho dai.
“Tui minh phai gitt Chattypatra, chi con lam sao nita?” Charlie noi.

Chattypatra 1ap tic ra 1én nhitng tiéng kéu tan v& trdi tim. Bic twgng
than lun nhin né. Charlie nhin bitc twgng. Va bitc twgng giwvong anh mat tro
da, hiém doc vé hudng Charlie.

“Pugc ddy, than lun! Giéi gay tai hoa di!” Trao Benjamin cai am,
Charlie phong 1én cau thang, chdp lay Chattypatra va nhdy mot phat xuong
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via he. “Chay!” no thét.

Benjamin chay, Charlie bay theo, v6i Chattypatra ng6 ngoay, kéu la dudi
nach né. Hat Bau chom bén canh ching, thiic giuc chiing bang nhitng tiéng
stia dong vién. Néu ching ma & nao khac trong thanh phd thi han nhitng
clra s6 da mé& tung ra vdi nhitng giong noéi tirc gidn mudn biét viéc gi ma
nao loan 1én vay r6i. Nhung ¢ Ngach T6i nay thi khong. Hau hét cac ngbi
nha déu vang cha. Vai nhium nguwoi ¢ do thi cii dau xudng coi nhw khong
phai viéc cia minh. Ho khong mudn biét nhitng gi xdy ra & ba can nha s6
13.

“Uéc gi Billy ¢ day,” Charlie thé phi pho. “No6 c6 thé nghe dwgc con cho
kho khao nay noi gi.”

“Dung... goi... Chatty la... kho khao.” Benjamin thd khong ra hoi. N6
dung lai, hit vo kho nhoc. “Coi kia!”

Pang di vé phia ching la ba con méo. Ching dan hang ngang budc, vai
sat vai, dong, cam, vang. Nhitng cai dudi to nhong 1én cao, nhitng cap mat
vang ruc dan chat vé Charlie. Hat Pau ng6i xuéng, giwvong mat nhin ching.
Chattypatra im bat. N6 th6i odn oai ma nhin nhitng sinh vat sang ryc kia
cho téi khi ching dén ditng bén Charlie, riv riv day nhip diéu.

“Chao, nhitng con meo Ira!” Charlie n6i. “Cac ban cam phién néi gi do
v0i con cho nay di?”

Nhitng con meéo ltra khéng cam phai khich Ié. Sv T, con méo cam, ngdc
dau 1én va kéu mot tiéng meeoo 16n hwéng thang v6 mii con chd nhd.
Dwong Cuu, con méo noi tiép tiéng goi, va roi con méo vang, Nhan M3,
luyén lay doan két.

Chattypatra mé lim di. N6 hit hit nhitng con méo ltta va vay dudi rdi rit.
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“T6é nghi ching hoan thanh r6i d6,” Benjamin n6i. “Bé n6 xudng di,
Charlie, coi xem no6 c6 chay theo dugc khong.”

Charlie dat Chattypatra xuéng via hé. N6 ngéi xuong, sung suwéng quat
cai dudi 16ng xu 1ap phap xuéng dat.

“Du chung noi gi thi ching cling du dwgc con choé r6i,” Charlie néi.

S& mang cta nhitng con méo lta mdi chi bat dau. Tiéng kéu cia ching
tat di, ching tiép tuc bwdc vé phia ba ngdi nha s6 13. Trong phong thai
nhanh nhen, hung diing cia chiing cé chua dich chét nguwdi. Ching dén dé
gitt an toan cho mot dita tré, dé bao vé con bé khoi birc twgng than lun, khoi
ba di ghé va thang em chuyén ém bua.

“Gi0 thi minh khéng cam thdy qua lo nita.” Charlie thé phao nhe nhom.
“Néu c6 gi khong ché dugce bite twgng than lun phai & nguyén vi tri ctia han
thi dé la nhitng con meo Itra.”

Ba con meéo da t6i nha ba c6 Venetia. Ching leo cau thang t6i bitc twong
than Itn va nhin tritng tritng vo d6. Hai long 1a né chwa dong day, ching tu
dong vao vi tri. Nhan Ma ¢ bac thang trén cung, Sv Tw ¢ cira, va Duong
Cuu 6 buc twong hién.

“Tui minh vé thoi,” Charlie noi.

Khi dam con trai buéc ra khoi hém t6i, Chattypatra ngoan ngoan di theo
chung.

“CON VAT NAY LAM GI O PAY?” noi Bone quét 6m toi.

Ngudi cudi cung Charlie muén gap khi vé tGi nha la ba noi ban tinh, ghét
cho cuaa no.
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“Con cho6 do6 la cua ba em tao. May an cap n6!” ndi Bone thic cho
Chattypatra mot cai bang miii giay den béng 16n ctia ba ta.

“Dung!” Charlie thét. “NO khong phai ché cua ba Venetia. N6 la cua
Miranda. Chau cham sé6c no vi ba Venetia khong thich cho.”

“Tao ctling khong thich. Cho né ra. Pudi né di.” Ba ta x0 téi con ché nho,
khién n6 voi chay tot ra nip dudi gam ghé trong hanh lang.

“Tao khong chita chdp né, may nghe rd chwa!” ndi Bone rit giong. “Pudi
con vat thoi tha dé ra khoi day.”

Charlie kéu la. “Ong cau Paton, cttu con!”

“Han khong c6 nha dau,” néi Bone noi, théa man v6 cung. “Ca ba ngoai
may cling khong. Chi c6 minh may véi tao thoi, Charlie Bone. Vi vay, tong
con cho ra, khong tao sé giét n6!”

“Aaaahhh!” Charlie thét vang. N6 quy thup xuéng san, bo xuéng gam
ghé va 16i Chattypatra run ray ra. Kep con ché duéi nach, né lao ra ctra,
trong khi noi Bone chay di lay vii khi bi mat ctia minh: cay gay kiém nguy
trang bang mot cai du den.

“Aieeee!” Charlie m& ctta trc ra va nhdy xuéng nhirng bac thang.

Benjamin dang ditng bén ngoai nha n6. Nghe thdy tiéng thét la, né dinh
bang qua nha s6 9 xem sao thi Charlie da ban phot ra khoi ctra va bang ao
qua duong.

“Noi Bone!” Charlie thét lac ca giong. “Ba ta dang phat khung! Doi giét
Chattypatra.”

Noi Bone. Hat Dau hiéu cai tén nay. N6 gir mot tiéng hung tgn va chac
han da xong qua nha s6 9 r6i néu Benjamin khong tim vong c6 no lai.
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Charlie nhao nhao chay 1én bac thang nha Benjamin va cung nhau ca bon
chui tot vo nha so 12.

“BG6t 6n ao nao, cac cau,” chu Brown la tir trong phong lam viéc cuia chu.
“Chung toi dang rat ban.”

“Ba Maisie khong lam bita trva cho chau hom nay a?” tiéng c6 Brown c6
vé that vong.

“Chau sé khong vé nha mot thoi gian,” Charlie dap. “Noi d6 khong an
toan.”

“0?” ¢6 Brown xem ra khong ldy gi lam lo ling. La mot tham t¥ tw, co
von da quen vdi nhitng chén hiém nguy. N6i Bone khét tiéng la ac doc,
nhung ba ta chwa bao gio giét ai ca - theo nhw ¢c6 Brown biét.

Benjamin ndy ra mot y. N6 ngé v6 thw phong. Ba né dang ngb6i trén ban
viét con me né dang viét trén chiéc ban nho, veong vai day gidy. Mai roi
ma&i nhan ra Benjamin ding ngoai, c6 Brown ngudc 1én. “Ba me vira nhan
mot vu an. N6 hoc hiém, kich thich dén noi ba me khong thé buéng né ra
dugc.”

“Co tin gi vé cau bé ngudi s6i khong?” chi Brown héi. “Ba da goi cho
ong thi tredng roi, nhung 6ng ay bado S6i Hoang nam ngoai quyén han ctia

ong dy. Viéc té lam, Ben, R4t té.”

“Da, khong c6 tin chinh xac,” Benjamin néi, r6i thém. “Con khong nghi
ba me sé an bira trwa nay?”

Co Brown nhin vdi vé ay nay. “Me nghi c6 banh mi...”

“Khong sao dau me,” Benjamin twoi tinh 1én. “Tui con sé tGi quan Ca
Phé Thu Kiéng.”
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“Hay day.” C6 Brown mim cudi nhe nhdm. “C6 rat nhiéu tién trong hii
dwong.”

Hi dung dwong khong cd duong ké tir khi c6 chi Brown quyét dinh
kiéng duong ludn. Gid né dugc dung dung tién dé danh, ma thwong vun 1én
dang ké moi khi gia dinh Brown lao vao mot cong vu doi hoi phai thay doi
quan o va hoéa trang nhanh.

Pruing lic d6 Chattypatra chon cach ty gidi thiéu minh. N6 xan x06 t6i bén
c6 Brown, tin can vay vay cai dudi xu.

“Thoi khong thém ché nita!” ¢6 Brown than van, tuy cé hoi mém long
khi c6 vuot cai dau mém mai cda Chattypatra. “N6 dé thuwong qua, nhung
that tinh la chung ta...”

Charlie tho dau qua ctra. “Khéng lo dau c6 Brown. Tui chau sé dwa n6
t¢i quan Ca Phé Thua Kiéng.”

“N6 la ché lac a?” chi Brown hoi.

“Khong a, nhung hoan canh cia né thwong tam lam. Ben sé gidi thich
cho c6 chi sau. Co chi vui long bao cho ngoai Maisie biét tui chau di dau.”

Quén Ca Phé Thu Kiéng khong dong nhw ngay thit bdy. Con v6 s6 dia
dung day nhitng mén trong ngon mat & trén qudy. Charlie va Benjamin la
hai vi khach duy nhéat dang xép hang, ching con c6 thé chuyén tro chép
nhoang véi 6ng ba Onimous. Vira nghe xong cau chuyén tham thvong vé
Chattypatra, 6ng ba dong y ngay sé gitt n6 trong quan dén chirng nao so
phan no6 duogc dinh doat.

“Nhung con co bé do thi sao?” ba Onimous héi. “Ta rat tiéc phdi néi thé
nay, Charlie, may ba c0 ctia chau dang bi tong giam hét di... cd ba noi chau

»

nira.
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“Chéau ciing nghi vay,” Charlie buon ba.

Ong Onimous chdm qua khéi quay, bum tay che miéng va néi khé. “Cau
c6 thang em la mot... mot nguwdi lam da song day?”

“Xem ra dung la vay,” Charlie noi.

“Phién todi r6i day. Phai lam gi d6 vé vu nay. Ba Pike c6 kha 1én chut
roi. Nhung ba ay sé khée hon nhiéu néu tim thay con trai.” Ong Onimous
nhoai xa hon doc theo quay khi mot phu nit nhé quat, téc trang va mot con
ngva lun ti hon t6i x€p hang. “Co Blankhoff, han hanh gap c6,” ong
Onimous don da. “H6m nay Brunhilda thé nao?”

Charlie bung hai dia pho mat 6ng, banh nhéan ly gai, banh bich quy rac
qué tdi mot cai ban bén cira s6. Benjamin theo sau véi mot cdi to 16n dung
thit bit-tét thai miéng, ga vién va than bao. N6 dat cai té6 xuéng dat, va ngac
nhién thady Hat Dau lich sy ng6i bén canh cai t6 trong khi Chattypatra chon
x0i sach sé nhitng miéng bit-tét khoai khau nhat ciia c6 nang.

Chattypatra rut dau lai, sung swdng liém mép, nhung Hat Bau khong non
néng tién ngay dén cai t6 ma dgi dén khi chan chac Chattypatra da no né
10i.

“Bd c6 thdy chwa?” Benjamin néi. “Y minh 13, phai ching d6 1a tinh
yéu.”

Charlie nhat tri, nhung dau 6c né dang lvu tam dén tht khac. Tw vi tri
ctia n6 bén ctra s6 c6 thé thay ro hém Ech va, mic du khong chac chan lam,
né nghi minh vira thdy m6t bong ngwdi quen quen chay men theo bic
twong va bién mat vo mot dan dé dang lu lu di téi.

“Nam con dé,” Benjamin nhan xét. “Cé du cho cho tat ca ching khong?”
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“Chuing bé ti ti ha,” Charlie 1am bam. “Benjamin, hinh nhw minh vira
m&i thay Joshua Tilpin & day.”

“Co6 gi ngac nhién dau. Thang dé ludn rinh rap boé ma, Charlie.”
“Keé tui nd.” Charlie can que phé mat.

Chting phai kéo dai bita triva cia ching thém mot tiéng nita. Bon con gai
hen tGi chiéu mdi tdi, va dén lic ching xuat hién thi Charlie da nhan hét
hai muwoi lam que ph6 mat, theo nht Benjamin. Charlie khong hé dém. N6
cam thdy buén non.

“Tra hoa ctuic nhé,” ba Onimous dé nghi khi Charlie ldo dao t6i quay, nac
cut lién tuc.

Charlie cam ca tra va ngri ngtti mot cach hoai nghi. Nhitng canh hoa noi
trén mat nwdc. Téa mui kha dé chiu. N6 lai ngoi xuéng khi Lysander dén
cung vai Gabriel Silk. Lysander van chwa thuyét phuc duwgc Tancred xa roi
c6 ban géi cta anh. “M6i tinh” ctda anh vGi Lauren dang tré nén than thiét
hon, theo nhuw anh thong bao v&i ching. Lauren nhd anh gai 16i chao tat ca
bon ching, nhung Chu nhét nao chi dy ciing phai di tham ba.

“Lauren tuyét qua,” Benjamin tan duong.

Charlie chwa hé néi chuyén vGi Gabriel ké tir bién c6 bwc minh véi
Dagbert. N6 hoi ngugng ngung khi Gabriel v6 va ng6i xudng canh né.

“Anh khoe chit, Gabe?” Charlie ng6é ngang qua khuon mat dai, luc nao
cling bi xi cua Gabriel.

Gabriel khong thé biéu cam khac di dwgc. Trong thi do ndo nhung hém
nay duong nhu trong long cdu c6 roi réi hon. “Ciing 6n,” cau noi, dat Rita,
con chudt cung nhat ctia minh, 1én ban.
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“Ne, c6 1é anh khong ngd noi nhitng gi thang Dagbert ddm lam dau?”
Charlie hoi.

“U.” Gabriel nd nu cuodi budn ténh, “T6i khong ngéc, em thay day,
Charlie. T6i biét thang ngwoi ca dang c6 y lam gi: chia ré tat ca tui minh dé
tui minh khong con gitp d& lan nhau dwgc nita. Hirm, chiéu dé khong xi
nhé vGi anh dau.”

“Hay lam, Gabriel Silk!” Olivia vo thup mot céi v6 lung anh chang, khen
ngoi.

Gabriel dé nhtr mat 1én. “Cac vi dinh khong cho t6i biét dang c6 chuyén
gl xay ra a?”

DPa c6 qua nhiéu viéc xay ra. Trudc tién ching phai ké cho Gabriel vé cai
ngay chung di lung kiém Asa thi gap cai chét ctia 6ng Pike. Sau d6 Gabriel
va Lysander ngd vuc lang nghe Charlie mo ta birc twong than lun dich
chuyén va vu gidi citu Chattypatra. Bén khi Olivia thuat lai viéc hiép si yéu
cau ba Kettle rén thanh gwom, thi Lysander khong con kim ché dwgc nita.

“Ngai dy la ai? Ngai dinh sé lam gi v&i thanh gwom?” Noi to mo qua sic
khién cho giong ndi tram cta Lysander ré 1én the thé nhu tiéng vet.

“Ngay ca ba Kettle ciing khong biét,” Emma noi.
Gabriel coi bg suy tw. “Guwgm da,” anh noi, nhét Rita trg vo tui ao.
“Anh noi guwgm da la sao?” Olivia hoi.

“Guom da! Gugm da! Guwgm da!” Homer quang quac tw trén vai cia
Lysander.

“Suyt!” Charlie vo chan con vet.

“Suyt!” con vet lap lai.
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Gabriel cho dén khi that im lang mdi néi. “Cac ban c6 chac chan la Hiép
si mac 4o choang dé khi cac ban trong thay ngai khong?”

“Chac chan,” Olivia dap. “Ca long chim dé cam trén mii giap nita.”
“Thu vi that,” Gabriel noi.
“Sao vay?” nhitng dira khac nhao nhao.

“B@i vi tdim 4o choang ctia Vua Dé bién mat r6i,” Gabriel nhin quanh
nhitng guwong mat chét diéng. “Cac ban biét t6i am chi tdi tdim 4o choang
nao roi chit?”

Con gi ma nghi ngd? Charlie lo sg titc khac 1a chiéc 4o sé roi vao tay cta
nhitng ké khong thich hgp. N6 lubén ty hdi lam sao ma tdm 4o quy gia
nhwong dy lai ton tai dwgc nhitng chin thé ky. N6 biét rang Guanhamara,
con géi ciia Vua D6, dd mang tdm 4o t6i Y, khi nha vua bién mat. N6 dugc
lwu truyén qua bao thé hé hau sinh ctia ba, dé r6i cudi cung ngy trong mot
cai rvong mon vet trong ngoi nha xiéu veo ctia Gabriel Silk ¢ trén doi. C6
lan, Charlie da chitng kién phép nhiém mau vo song ctia tdim ao choang do.
Bai vi Gabriel d@ mac né trong tran chién végi thay bua Harken. Gabriel u
1i, hién nhw cay c6 da chiu dung ndi cudc tan cong chét ngwoi cua lao thay
btia ma van binh an vo su.

“Lam sao ma tam 4o... bién mat dugc, Gabe?” Lysander héi. “Anh mudn
néi dén vat vo gia nhuwong dé6? Mot vat quy bau nhw vay. Tam 4o choang
cta chinh Vua DB6.” Trong khi noéi, Lysander bat dau vung ca hai canh tay
1én cudng gian. “Bo, em khong khda ky no lai a?”

“Co chit.” Bi xtc pham sau sac, mat Gabriel dé ran. “Nha toi la nhitng
vé si canh gilt tdim 4o d6. Anh cho rang gia dinh t6i khong xing dang vai
vinh dv nay sao? Gia dinh to6i gin giit n6 la bau vat va canh chirng né bang
cd mang song cua minh.”
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“Anh da cdt 4o & dau, Gabriel?” Emma héi khé.

“Trong mot cai hom dé dudi gam giwong cta ba me téi. Thinh thoadng,
khi t6i bi hanh kho chiu, ba t6i lai cho t6i mat né vao. Ba toi biét n6 sé xoa
diu t6i. Cau hiéu tai phép cua t6i chit?” Gabriel nhin Charlie va Charlie gat
dau. “Um, tdm 4o choang 1a vat duy nhét ti‘ng c6 ngwdi mic roi ma toi c6
thé mdc duwge. Cubi tuan vira roi, td6i cdm thay bic boi trong ngwoi qua
muc. Toi danh xin phép ba cho toi dwgc mac ao chi vai phut thoi. Ba toi tw
choi. Khi t6i nai ni mai thi ba t6i méi bao ‘Gabriel. N6 bién mat r6i. Ching
ta khong con cé chiéc do choang nita’.”

Ca bon sitng ngudi nhin Gabriel, hodng hon via.

“Vay la né da bi danh cap,” Lysander n6i ditt khoat.

Lan dau tién Charlie thoang nghi hiép si trén cau cé cttu ching that
khong. R6i con thanh gwom la sao? Lé nao ba Kettle nham lan? Coi chirng
hiép si tdi cva nha ba khong phai la ngwoi dang tin cay. Co 1€ ong ta da hoc
biét dwgc ngon ngit bi mat cua ho, va dung né dé chiém doat thanh gwom
nhiém mau, mot thanh gwom cé thé duwgc st dung dé chong lai nhitng
ngwoi ma ding ra dang khan thiét can sy trg gitp cua 6ng ta.

Charlie ding 1én. “Chuing ta phéi bdo cho ba Kettle dé phong. Em phai
t¢i dé ngay day, tridc khi ba dy trao thanh gwom cho mét... ké mao danh.”

“Charlie, khoan da,” Lysander ngan lai. “Chi vi tdm 4o choang bi maét,
thi khong nhat thiét phai nghi hiép si la ké mao danh.”

“Nhung ciling khong c6 nghia la khong phai.” Charlie day ghé cta né lai.

Khodng khac tiép theo, Charlie bi tim chdt béi mot ban tay manh mé,
day long 1a. “Charlie, cau bé cua ta,” 6ng Onimous néi. “Dirng di voi. Ta da
dinh noi v6i cau twr trwde. Ta da nhé ra.”
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“Gang lén!” Homer la leo 1éo.
Lysander bum tay che mé Homer. “Ong nhé ra céi gi, dng Onimous?”

“Né6 & dau... 16i di bén duwdi lau dai. Noi ma cau bé ngudi so6i c6 thé bi
giam cam.” Ong Onimuos cudi twoi réi véi ca bon, ty hai long vi minh da
nhé ra mot thong tin quan trong dén vay. “Ba c6 cua ta da tirng lam viéc &
trong hoc vién Bloor. Chi la lao c6ng thoi, nhung 1a mot ngwoi rat xong
x40. Ba da tim mot ctta sdp & dang sau san khau. Ba da md né ra va leo
xuong, vd mot can phong t6i den cé bao nhiéu la quan o cii treo trong tu.
Ba ay muon di xa hon, nhung dén 16ng cda ba tat, ma ba la ngudi yéu bong
via nén danh phdi di 1én. Sau dé ba hoi mot nhan vién khac vé né. Bo la
mot 6ng gia, mot nguwdi hau gi do, sinh nam 1799 — hay twéng twong coi —
va ong ay tra 151 ‘A, ding, c6 mot 16i tit can phong d6, di sdu xudng, sau
xuong, sau, sau, sau tit vo trong long dat téi tam. P la mot cau chuyén
Xlra, Xwa lam roi, cach day lau, 1au, that 1au, rang 16i di d6 dan di mai, di
mai ra tdi tan dong song’”.

“Tui chau da v6 can phong do roi!” Olivia vot miéng, giong né v lac
rac vi phan khich. “Nhwng & dang sau n6 t6i dén noi tui chau da khong dam
di vo qua xa.”

Ong Onimous vut tit nu cudi. “Vay thi rdt c6 nhieu kha ning bon chiing
da nhét cau bé toi nghiép dudi d6.” Ong nhin Charlie. “Nhung ta khong
bdo cac chéau nén di xuéng d6 dau day, khong, khong doi nao. Ta khong
thich nghi rang 10i néi cta ta day cac chdu vao mot cudc hanh trinh nguy
hiém chét ngwoi.”

Nhung da qua tré cho 6ng Onimous rit lai 16i cia minh. M6t khi da néi
ra, ching c6 tac dong tirc khac 1én Charlie. N6 da nhap nhom nham t&i 10
trinh nguy hiém chét nguwoi dé roi.
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CHARLIE BONE 6: CHARLIE BONE VA SOI
HOANG

Jenny Nimmo

www.dtv-ebook.com
Chuong 14
Charlie va cudc hanh trinh nguy hiém

Y dinh ctia Charlie 1a di t6i tiém Am Pun canh nhanh cang t6t, nhung c6
rat nhiéu nguoi trong thanh phé mudn chin dwong né. Dau thwong tat va
sttt seo day minh, Manfred Bloor van c6 uy luc kinh khing doi v6i nhitng
dta tré dugc ban phép thuat khac. Joshua Tiplin la mot trong vai dita kham
phuc han mé mudi nhat va thang nay con hon ca sot sang giup Manfred
Bloor tra thu Charlie.

Manfred biét nhitng con meéo I¥a la tht pham gay ra nhitng thwong tich
ghé hon cho han, nhung ching lam thé la dé bao vé Charlie, vi vay Charlie
phai bi tritng phat. Ngoai ra, con c6 van dé Asa nita. Manfred van chwa ti
bo y do “So6i Hoang”, nhu tat cd moi ngudi goi Asa. Thém vai tuan nita
trong nguc t6i thoi, Manfred tinh todn, la Asa sé tr@ lai nhuw xwa: mot sinh
vat huy diét hoang da, san sang tuan thd moi ménh lénh ctia Manfred ma
khong dan do ... trir phi Charlie Bone tim ra cdu bé nguoi sé6i va phong
thich no.

Charlie nhan thi¢c r6 1a ¢6 nhitng ké nguy hiém dang an nidp trong thanh
pho, nhung né khong biét chiing an ¢ dau, va phai mat may phit né mdi
hay minh da chay vé huéng ngugc lai v6i hwéng minh dinh di. Nhung dén
lic dé thi da qua tré cho né xoay chuyén tinh thé.

Charlie dirng chay. N6 dang di xu6ng mot ddy cau thang go hep ri dan vo
mot ngd hém t6i den nhw muc. “Minh dang lam gi ¢ day thé nay?” Né6 tu
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hoi. “Minh dang dinh tdi tiem Am Pun co ma. Sao lai c6 canh nay?” N6 co
quay dau leo trd 1én dé ra anh sang, nhung hinh nhw n6 bi tac ket ngay trén
cau thang. L6i duy nhat né cé thé di duoc la di xudng.

“Hu, tao sé khong di dau!” Charlie hét vo bong t6i. “Tao sé dirng tai cho
suot dém néu phai thé.”

Cau thang danh vong. Charlie ti mét tay biu chat vo twong va hon xiéu
phach tan thay né tudt luét dudi nhitng ngén tay minh. Cau thang dang dich
chuyén cang lic cang xa noi c6 anh sang. Khi cau thang tang toc, Charlie bi
quang tGi trwdc, dap phich xuéng mat da cing lanh. Chan cang né nang
nhw chi, c6 cya qudy nhung vo ich. Charlie cdm thdy moi hoi thd trong
nguwoi bi tong ra hét, va n6 khéng con du sitc dé ma hét 1én.

No6i khiép dam khién Charlie nham mat lai. R6i nd tir tr m@ mat ra.
Charlie thdy mot quang sang dang truwdc, cach do vai mét, phat ra tit mot
cai den long 16n, trong c6 xwa dat & dudi dat. Phia trén quang sang d6 hién
ra ba bo mat dugc chiéu té - nhitng bo mat khéng cuwdi xép chung vdi béng
t0i mit mung. Joshua Tiplin va hai chi em sinh d6i nha Branko.

Du dang 16a mat, Charlie khong can téi mét gidy dé nhan ra, nang lwong
tir tinh ctia Joshua két hgp véi siéu nang cta hai chi em sinh doi da kéo né
v6 con hém hiém 4c nay. Bay gid sttc manh cua ching da manh hon trudc,
lai cau két v4i nhau nén chiing tao ra mot truong lwc hau nhw khéng gi pha
noi.

Khong hiéu bang cach nao, Charlie xoay x& bat duwgc tiéng noi ra khoi co
thé dau nhuw dan ctia minh. “Tui bay mu6n gi?”

“Tui tao khéng mu6n may,” mot trong hai chi em sinh doi tra 10i trong
tiéng cwdi vo vun.

“Ma may phai hita mot 10i,” diva kia trong hai chi em sinh doi tiép, giong
con nay duc sau va hiéu chién hon.
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“Mot 161 hiva?” Charlie rén ram.

bén lwgt Joshua noi, giong citng ran, khong thwong x6t. “May phai tir bé
y dinh ngu ngoc di tim Asa Pike.”

“Néu tao khong bo?” Charlie map may qua ké rang.
“Khong c6 néu,” hai chi em sinh d6i dong thanh. “May phai tir bé.”

Co tiéng 16 dat rung rung phia trén Charlie. N6 quay dau lai, ding lic
thdy mot tang da 16n bat vang ra khéi vi tri cia né trong bitc twdng cao sat
ddy. Charlie lui ban lai, gio hai tay 1én che dau, chd hitng mot cd roi khong
thé tranh vo gitta so.

Nhung tang da d6 khong hé cham dén né. Mot con gi6 bao liét quét
xuong con hém; bi chup citng trén khong trung, tang da tréch ra khoi duong
bay va b6 nhao xuéng ngay bén canh Joshua Tiplin. Mot tiéng thét choi 6c
vang lén khi Joshua bi nhdc héng chan Ién va bi xach di mat. Hai chi em
sinh d6i, bam dinh vao nhau, ciing chiu chung s6 phan. Charlie c6 thé nghe
thdy ban chan ching dap nhitng bic twong ctia ngé hém trong khi chiing
16n tung phéo trén khong, gao ra tya nhw nhitng ntr than béo tir.

ROi mot tiéng sdm dinh tai va m6t dam may den ngom ludn cudn trén
dau. Tiéng gao khéc cua 1l tré trén khong nhoa thanh tiéng ra kinh hon
khong ngirng ma dan bi nhan chim vo tiéng sdm va tiéng mua roi 16p dop
xuong mat dat.

Charlie cuon minh thu lu that tham thvong va cho con bao di qua.

Phdi can téi mot nguon nang lwgng vo bién mdi co thé tao ra thoi tiét
hung han dén vay, va chi nhan gay ra n6 khi xong viéc thé nao cling mét
nht t&* cho ma xem. Anh ta nén dé con bao tan cham cham hon la bat n6
két thic dot ngot nhu thé.
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Mai cudi cung, khi Charlie triéu hoi di can ddm ma ngoéc dau lén, né
nhan thay cay dén long, du bi phu trum trong bao cat, van con sang. Ai dé
da xich cdy den lai gan Charlie. N6 trong thay hai céi cang dai boc trong
hai 6ng quan jean w6t nhep mau xanh duwong. Hodng sg mot tran tan cong
khac, con tan khoc hon trdn né vira méi chiu dung, mat Charlie hai hung
lw6t dan 1én trén. N6 thdy mot cai do khoac thiy thd, mot chiéc khan quang
cO6 mau xam, va trén chiéc khan quang, mot gwong mat mim cwdi c6 mai
toc vang dyng tua tua tén dinh.

“Charlie!” Tancred goi.
“Tancred,” Charlie th& doc. “La anh that khong?”
“Chtt con ai. Em on ch&, Charlie?”

“Um, em chua chét.” Charlie ¢6 gugng ditng day nhung can c6 canh tay
cua Tancred do ma@i xong.

“Sao anh biét em ¢ day?”

“Pi theo con buém ctia em. Anh da nhan ra né ngay 1ap titc. N6 cuéng
quit bay vong vong quanh dau anh, dam hdc vé ma anh, n6 con can cam
anh khi n6 nghi anh chay chwa dia nhanh. Ngay khi thdy khoang khong choi
voi & cho 1é ra la céi cau thang, anh biét c6 cai gi d6 vo cung khing khiép
dang dién ra.”

Charlie ngoai nhin lai. Nhitng bac thang nam thanh mot dong do nat, xa
tit bén dudi so vGi mat duong.

“Anh da phai nhdy xuéng.” Tancred sam soi mot cai dam dam v6 ngén
tay cai cia minh. “Tui minh khong thé ra khéi day bang duwong ay dugc.”

“Hai chi em sinh doi,” Charlie lap bap. “Bay gio chung qua... qua manh
va mau lanh. Con Joshua thi ...”
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“Chuing sé mat sitc manh trong mot thoi gian.” Tancred cuwoi ngoac. “bi,
Charlie. Tui minh vé nha em nao.”

Cudi cung cay nén trong long den da chay hét va hai thang bé phai 10 mo
nhich téi trudc, trong khi con buwém trang chon von & trén dau, soi dudong
cho ching. Charlie c@ nom ndp lo minh sé vap phai mot cai xac, nhung
chang thdy tam hoi Joshua hay hai chi em sinh doi dau ca.

“Ching dang nam duwéi mot canh dong & dau do,” Tancred néi. “Anh c6
y cho gi6 da manh dé boc chiing ra khéi thanh phd.”

Charlie kinh ngac trudc tai phép la thwong cua Tancred. “Em wdc gi
minh c6 thé lam dugc diéu gi d6 hitu ich,” n6 lam tham.

Tancred vo lung né. “Em van luén lam diéu c6 ich day thoi, Charlie. Anh
cam thdy xau ho phdi thu that véi em la Keo Ngot da théi cho anh lam
dwong lac 16i mot thoi gian.” Anh nhin con buém sang chéa lwgn 16 nhw
chd chiing nhdy 1én chup bat, r6i cwdi pha ra. “Em biét khong, con buém
do6 da chi cho anh thay anh sang.”

“Nhu thé nao?”

“Tracy thdy cho anh mot t6i hau thu: ‘Di theo con buém d& dan do thi
anh sé bi bo, Tancred Torsson’ — c0 ta noi vay do. Vay la khong hay nhi?
Anh da thay diung con ngudi c6 ta, Charlie. Mot cai dau rong hap dan.”

“Chi dy rat dep,” Charlie néi, c6 bién minh cho sy ly khai tam thdi cta
Tancred. “Vi vay em c6 thé hiéu noi... noi...”

“N&i &m anh? O, ding, co ta rat dep,” Tancred chua chat.
Cudi cung chiung cling leo 1én dwgc con dwong nhon nhip nhitng ctra

hang va anh dén sam uat, Charlie dan cam thay minh lai thudc vé thé gigi
thwc mot 1an nira.
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“Lam sao tui minh tdi dvgc duwong Piminy tw day?” no6 noi.
Tancred ng® ngang. “Sao em mudn di tdi d6?”

Vi bay gid Tancred da tinh ngd, cho nén, trong khi bang qua thanh pho,
Charlie vé lai cho anh thay bitc tranh toan canh. Ciing chinh thanh gwom da
khién Tancred Iwu y,hét nhw d6i véi Lysander.

“Mot thanh gwom?” doi mat xanh da trdi cia Tancred sang 1én. “Oa! Va
em nghi Hiép ST Do co thé 1a ké mao danh vi 6ng dy da danh cap do choang
cua nha vua?”

“Em khong biét chac, Tanc. Em chi cdm thay la minh phéi canh bao cho
ba Kettle.”

“Anh khéng thé dgi noi dé thiy tiém ban am va gdp nguoi tho rén nay.”
Tancred ban vot di va Charlie phéi c6 cam chay dé theo kip anh.

Con bao vitra ro6i da nhot phan 16n dan cw thanh pho & rit trong nha cta
ho. Lii tré & quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng dinh ninh 1a Charlie da tr& vé duong
Filbert r6i, tat nhién, nén thu gom thi cung lai va di vé nha chuing.
Benjamin cuwc nhgoc vat va ma khong tach dugc Hat Pau ra khoi
Chattypatra, nhung 6ng Onimous da thuyét phuc dwgc hai con ché bang
mot goi bit-tét ctia ché cho Hat Bau mang vé nha, va mét t6 kem cho
Chattypatra & dang sau quay.

Duw am cta con bdo con nhan nha trén dau Charlie va Tancred khi chiing
tat twdi chay trén dwong Piminy. Tancred phan bua rang anh khong thé
kiém ché dugc. “Nhwng thoi tiét la mot vo boc dé bao vé ching ta, Charlie,
em khong cam thay thé sao?”

Co, Charlie cam thdy gi dé chit. N6 linh cdAm mét sy xung dot dir doi &
dwong Piminy, ¢ nhw vira c6 nhitng lan chién tuyén dwoc dung 1én vay.
Bao nhiéu thay phap da tirng séng & day? Ai trong s6 ho xitng danh con
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chdu Vua Dé, va ai dung phép thuat dé chong lai hang x6m lang giéng cua
minh.

Khi ching di tdi tiém D&, Tancred ghé mat dom vo cita s6. Anh rung
minh rut sdu vao chiéc 40 khodc mua dong cta minh. “Th& nghi coi,
Charlie. Mot doi quan da chuyén dong. Ai cé thé danh bai doi quan d6?”

Charlie khong tra 10i.

Bén ngoai tiém ban c4, Tancred lai chung chinh 1an nita. Anh ngwéc nhin
ctta sO phia trén tdm bién b6i bac. Charlie da ké cho anh nghe nhitng gi
Emma da thdy, nhung du gi Tancred van cit ditng lai. O ddy, anh cam thdy
mot ké tht ma minh sinh ra dé doi dau véi han. Anh khéng biét minh va
Dagbert c6 chung mot to tién bao to: Petrello, ngudi tao bao, swong mu, va
nhitng dong thuy triéu chét nguoi.

Charlie nhin tdm bién hua hit trong gi6. N6 giat canh tay Tancred. “Bi
thoi. Em mudn tdi nha ba Kettle.”

“N6 tham chi khong phdi 1a mot cai tiém,” Tancred nhan xét. “Chang c6
gi dé ban, cho du bon ho la ai chang nita. Nhwng anh ciling ngtri thdy mui ca
ro rang.” Anh lui lai khéi ctra so, tay bit miii.

Charlie khong thé cham tré cudc tham viéng hon nita, n6é vut chay tdi
tiém Am Pun va gb ctta ram ram. Tancred chay t6i v6i n6, ching doi vai
giay roi Charlie lai dap go tiép, dong hét strc bang cai dap ctra hinh chiéc
am.

“Troi dat oi, Charlie Bone, céi gi dua cung trg lai day thé? Ba dang ban
tay.” Ba Kettle ditng & nguwdng ctra,tay khoanh tréc ngye. Ba mac ao lién
quan 1dm lem dau m& va mat ba dinh day nho. Trong ba chang c6 y mudn
cho ai v0 nha ca.
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“Xin 16i, ba Kettle,” Charlie hdp tap ndi, “Nhwng cé chuyén da xay ra,
moth chuyén ma ba nén biét.”

Ba Kettle chom téi tréc va dom dao dac ngugc xudi con phd. “Cung vo
day. Ching ta khong muon ca 16i pho biét chuyén ctia chiing ta. Ai di cung
v6i cung thé nay?”

“Tén chau la Tancred Torsson,” Tamcred ty gidi thiéu, budc vo cwra
hang. “Chau dang gay ra mot chit bdo ma né hién dang thoéi qua ctra nha
ba.”

“Chut bao u? Tran cuéng phong chét tiét thi c6. Chac chan cau lgi hai
ddy. Ta la Katya Kettle. Han hanh gdp cau.” Ba lac canh tay Tancred nong
nhiét dén do anh phai gitt 1dy vai minh, twédng nhw canh tay roi khoi khép
xuwong dén noi.

Khi theo ba Kettle vO can phong sau ctia ba, ching nhan thay cé tiéng
lach cach va tiéng gi roi tdom phat ra ti¢ hai phia bén héng ching. Nhin
quanh, ching thdy nap cia mdt cdi am mau xanh dwong c nhac 1én khong
lai rét cach xudng. Diéu twong tw cling dién ra véi mot cai am dong, roi
mot cai &m nhé bang sat.

“Chuyén gi thé a, ba Kettle?” Charlie hoi.

“Ch cung nghi 1a gi ha, Charlie? Khdi nang lwgng tich tu trén duong
nay du strc thoi bay mai nha ctia ba di.” Ba Kettle ng6i xuéng ghé, va thim
cai trdn bong lwdng ctia minh bang mot miéng gié nhem nhudc dau.

“Bao t0 cntia chau thuwong khong cé tac dong nhw thé,” Tancred noéi, ngoi
xuong bén canh ngudi tho rén to 16n.

“Bao t6 cua cung!” Ba cwdi bubn rau véi Tancred. “D6 chi 1a mdt phan
th6i. Cai ac dang len 16i trong thanh pho nay, cung a. Pang nd rd nhu mot
bong hoa an thit nguwdi khong 16, va tat ca ndy sinh tir anh chang Manfred
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Bloor tré tudi hiém doc. Sy thu hang cia han ghé gdm dén mic né sé tran
ap chung ta, trir phi ching ta phai lam gi d6 dé chong lai n6.”

“Co6 ai biét va thanh gwom ba dang ren khong?” Tancred hoi, li€c nhin
cai &m 16n dang run ray ma Charlie quan sat nay gio.

Ba Kettle nhin vai that rd. “Ai biét dwgc? Ching biét nhitng gi ta lam.
Ai ma khong nhan ra nhitng tia lta va tiéng quai bia vong ra tir sau cai
tiém nho cha ta, nhwng chang bao lau nita hiép si sé c6 thanh gwom cta
ngai, va chung ta sé thay ...”

Charlie quay phat lai. “Ba Kettle! Chau khong nghi ba nén dwa thanh
guwom cho Hiép S1Do.”

“biéu gi khién cung nghi vay?” trong ba Kettle ngac nhién thyc tinh.

Charlie chat vat chuyén moi nghi ngd cia minh thanh 10i. “Hiép si trén
cau mdc ao choang dé va ... va Gabriel Silk, gia dinh anh ay giit 4o khoac
ctia Vua D4, a, anh ay ndi cé ai d6 da danh cap chiéc do roi; chiéc 4o caa
nha vua ay.”

“Charlie Bone!” Ngudi thg rén nhin né phan né dén noi no lui lai dwa vo
cai ban dé la liét am. “Bi danh cap uw! Muon, hay cé 1€ doi lai, nhung khong
bao gio an cap. Diéu gi khién cung néi nhw vay?”

“Chéau khong biét,” Charlie lang tranh anh mat nghiém khac mau dong
cta ba. “Nhung mot thanh gwom nhw thé, ba Kettle, sé bat kha chién bai
phai khéng? Rui né roi vao ban tay khong thich hgp, thi né sé nguy hiém
vO cung.”

“N6 can phai nguy hiém, thang bé kho a. Nhitng 10i cia Feromel & trong
dau ba khi ba rén thanh gwom. Chinh phap thudt ctia ngai tao hinh cho khoi
thép ban dudi tay bua cua ba. Ngai di cung ba trong ting budc cua qua
trinh nay.”
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“Nhung gia su hiép si do la ké mao danh thi sao?”

Nguwoi phu nit mé mat nhin né tran tréi, khong tin néi. “Cung nghi 1a ta
khong biét u?”

“Khong phai,” Charlie n6i yéu 6t. “Chau chi gia st th6i.”

Ba Kettle ditng 1én va lai lau mat lan nita. “Htt, néu do la diéu cung dén
dé néi véi ta thi cng phung phi thoi gid cua ta r6i. Ta c6 viéc can lam, nhw
mdy cung thay ro roi day.”

bang sau Charlie, cai am sat khong 16 ra 1én nhitng tiéng u u, pha hoi
nwdc. Cai nap dm nang né ban vot 1én khong, roi roi oach xuéng dat mot
cai choang vang 6c. Charlie dinh nhat n6 1én thi nhan thdy mat trdng chiéu
trong mat nudc den trong long dm. N6 nhin ki hon thi mat trang lwét khoi
khung canh, dé r6i dugc thay thé bang mot vong tron Itra nhap nhé.

“Pirng nhin!” mot giong ra 1énh, nhung anh mat cua Charlie bi nhitng
hinh anh thay doi trong am giit chat lai. Bay gi® n6 c6 thé thay mot nguoi
dan 6ng bén bép lira, dang cho thém canh kho vao ngon Itta. Minh dang chu
du, Charlie nghi, nhung day khong phai lic. N6 tuyét doi khong dwoc... chu
du vo trong do!

N6 nghe thay tiéng nguoi luéng cudng canh bao nd. Nhitng budc chan
dang xa, mét ban tay chia ra, nhung nhitng ngén tay bau chat vai n6 lai nhe
ténh nhw bui.

Bay gio bat dau chuyén 16n nhao, tréi lwét, chuéch choac qua khong gian
ma Charlie vira thich tha vira kinh hoang. Nhitng gidy dau tién ctia cudc
hanh trinh lu6n luén dang sg nhat, khi chan né bi hong khoi thé gidi né da
biét dé tr6i tudt vo thé gidi né khong biét.

N6 dap xudng dong rom chat chu u & phia sau mot can phong. Mot ctra
s6 nhd, cao trén twong, bao tron vang trang tron. Anh mét Charlie ré tir mt
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trang tron dén nguwoi dan 6ng dang nudi ngon lta. N6 chwa bao gio thay
nguwdi ndo cao 16n va vai rong dén thé. O 6ng toat 1én sitc manh vo song, va
Charlie hi vong 6ng ay khong thu dich, bdi vi rd rang 6ng c6 thé bop mot
ngwoi nhu n6 dé nhw bép mot con rép khong dwoc chao don.

Anh sang duy nhéat trong phong tda ra tir ngon ltta nhung khi mét Charlie
quen vGi béng t6i, nd co thé thay san nha trong tron, nhitng birc twong gach
xam xit, kit b6 hong. Bén canh ngon Itta l1a mot cai am sat to dung, cé 1é
dung 1a cai am ma Charlie da roi vao.

Khi ngudi dan 6ng coi ngon ltira, mot dam tro bay tung mu khap phong
va Charlie hat xi.

“Long trung thanh!” nguoi dan 6ng thét, quay khoi dong ltta. Ong tré
mat nhon Charlie, chot da. “Mi la cai gi? Phdi 1a ké bon ching phai téi do
la ta?”

Charlie ditng run 1dy bdy va, hing giong néi, “Um, khong phai, thua
ngai. Chau dén tw... tir, chau la ngudi chu du.”

“Ngudoi chu du?” Nguwoi dan 6ng tha cdy coi Itta xuéng va di vé phaid
Charlie, nheo mat nhin xuéng né mot cach nghi ngai. “Mot nguwdi chu du?”
Ong 14p lai. “Giéng nhu ba Amoret?”

“Ba Amoret?” Tri 6c ban loan ctia Charlie quay mong. “Con gai ut cia
Vua Do? Phai, chau nght chau la hau dué cua ba.”

“Qua tang cho s6 ménh cta ta.” Nguwoi dan ong vam v& chop lay vai
Charlie. “Hay biét rang ta la Feromel, va day c6 1é 1a ngay cudi cung cta ta
trén doi.”

“Ngay cubi cung cua 6ng? Tai sao?” Charlie hét hoang hoi. “Sao lai
Vay?”
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“Ching muon mot vat, nhung khong doi nao chiing sé c6 né dau. Hay
coi day!” Tw mot cai ban ¢ goc phong, Feromel nhat len mot cai goi boc
vai dé. Gid miéng vai ra, 6ng dé 16 mot cai gwom sang loang. Tay cam
bang vang cham khac nhiéu hinh chim mat can da ruby trén mot bd cuc
hinh vién kim cuwong. Thanh chdn ngang mang hinh hai con bao c6 canh
v&i nhitng dom sang bang saphia.

Nudc vang c6 xwa anh ngodi va vé dep ctia can guwom trén nén vai do
khién Charlie thd hoc 1én. “Cai nay ctia Vua Bé phai khong a?” né thi thao.

Feromel mim cudi. “Ta tin chau la mot trong nhitng ngwoi dang tin cay.”
“Chau hi vong minh dugc nhw vay,” Charlie nhiét thanh.

“Thé thi hay biét rang chinh tay nha vua da trang tri can guwom phép
thuat nay. Thanh gwom da bién mat, ta hi vong sé rén mot thanh khéc,
nhung gio thi qua tré roi.”

MGt tiéng am vang nhu tiéng sdm dong vo canh ctra va Feromel thét. “Le
1én, chiing ta phai giau n6 di.” Ong bang qua phong, nhit cay cdi ltira 1én va
trao cho Charlie. “Hay gat ngon Itta qua bén, cau bé, trong khi ta lam phan
con lai.”

Co hét sitc dé khong run ray, Charlie cam lay cay cdi Itra va day nhitng
canh kho dang chay qua mot bén.

Ong Feromel deo dbi bao tay dai bing da vao, r6i mt tay nhit can guom
boc trong géi vai 1én, cam chac, tay kia 6ng thoc thang ra sau ngon lira va
x€é dich mot vién gach ong khéi.

Lai mot dot dong thinh thinh x6c tai nita khién canh ctta day cua nguoi
thg rén vong odn vo trong. Hoi néng ham hap t* ngon li¥a tap vao lam nuwéc
mat Charlie chay dan giua, nhing né thay r6 16 hong den trong bitc twong
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gach, va n6 nhin ban tay deo gang ctia ong Feromel, bi lita chdy xém, day
g0i vai do vo cai hoc roi ké mot vién gach dong lai.
“Xong r6i, cau bé. Cam on cau!” 6ng Feromel thdo doi gang tay chay

sém ra va dam thup v0 lung Charlie.

Canh ctta khéng con chiu noi sttc dap tv bén ngoai nita. N6 do ap vao
phong va ba khéi hinh khénh khang buwdc qua dong goé vun: mot ngwoi dan
ong da, mot phu ni da lam lam dui cui, cung bitc twgng than Iin ma dwng
bén ngoai ngdi nha cua ba co Vernetia.

Du van hét stc luc phi thwong cia minh, 6ng Feromel cling khong tung
noi mot ci don. Nam dam to xu cta 6ng ndy tung khoi nhitng than hinh da
bao tan, doi chan dai ctia 6ng nga nhao dudi cai dau bo tdi cta than lun.

‘Di di, cau bé! Hay ty cu minh!” 6ng Feromel kéu len.

Bun ran t chi, Charlie cuéng quit khong biét phai di dau. N6 bi bo lai
dang sau vat duy nhat cé thé dwa né trd vé - con budm trang cta no.
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Chuong 15
Cén guom bi gidu

Charlie gio nam tay lem lu6c b6 héng 1én dui mat. N6 nguwéc nhin nhitng
thanh xa ruc sang anh Itta 10, mong ngéng thdy dom sang nho xiu la con
buwdm ctia minh. Khan thiét hy vong né da theo minh téi day.

Ld nguwoi da hinh nhv khong thdy né. Ching dang ban hiy diét ong
Feromel qua cam. Bi ap dao vé so lugng va sitc manh, nguwdi tho rén quyét
khong dau hang cho téi ldc moi tia Itta cua sy song trong 6ng tat lim.
Chitng kién canh trirng phat man r¢g ma 6ng Feromel phai chiu, Charlie phi
than vao ga dan ong da, ga chi huo mot canh tay banh ki la gat Charlie
vang bay qua can phong. N6 lui hui dirng day va huic vao chan con mu da,
nhuwng vo ich, khac nao c6 hic dé6 mét than cay.

Bitc twgng than lun chia 4nh mat tro da, hung ton vao Charlie. Han xoay
nguwoi mot phat, ngang cang Charlie tit phia dwgi. Charlie héng gio nga up
xubng dat lan nita, va, khi n6 nham mat lai dau dén, mot luéng sang phut
qua tam mat né. Khoang khac tiép theo, no troi 1énh bénh.

“Charlie! Charlie!” nhitng tiéng goi tir xa tr6i dan dén.

“N6 dang chu du phai khong? Dang 1€ n6 khong nén nhin vo6 cai am do.”
Giong nay om xom va cau kinh.

“Chau nghi n6 dang ra khoi do kia.”
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Charlie thdy minh nhin xuéng mot vong nuéc den nhw muc. T tit, nd
ngoc cai dau dau nhw bda b6 1én. Khap xung quanh no, hang ha dp dun
nwdc nhdp nha nhap nhdy. Anh sang tir ching téa ra chéi dén do Charlie
phai nham tit mat lai dé tranh bi 16a.

“Ngoi xuong, cau bé.”

Charlie dugc diu t6i mot cai ghé, va né vo cung cam kich dat than minh
nhitc nh6i cia minh xuéng. Mot gwong mat to, bong nhay mo6 hoi, di sat
vao mat no.

“Cung lam thé dé lam gi, ha?” ba Kettle héi. “Lam ching t6i sg mot mé
bat via.”

“Xin 16i,” Charlie lung bting. “Né ti nhién xdy ra. Ong ay can chdu,
nhung vo ich r6i. Chau khong thé gitp duwoc gi.”

Tancred trao cho Charlie mot ly nwéc. “Em di lau dén mdy thé ky ludn
do, Charlie. Dong cing tai cho. Khong dau hiéu sy song. Anh véi ba Kettle
khong sao dich chuyén em duoc.”

Charlie hdp may ngum 16n thit nuwéc lanh dé chiu. “O trong dé néng dé
sg,” no lap ngap.

“O dau, cung? Cung da di dau?” Guong mit 16n ctia ba Kettle doi di khi
ba ng6i xuéng chiéc ghé bén canh ghé cua Charlie.

Hit mot hoi that sau, Charlie noéi, “That ra, chau nghi minh da & ngay tai
day, co ca ong Feromel nita.”

“Feromel?” ba Kettle bat gidc chap tay vao nhau. “Cung da gap ngai?”

Charlie liéc nhin gwong mat hoan hi cta ba. “Xin 16i, ba Kettle. Chau da
co, nhung vo ich. Chau khong thé giip duwgc 6ng ay. Chau da ching kién
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canh 6ng ay chét. Ga dan 6ng da da giét 6ng ay. Su thy'c ma ching ta biét la
nhu vay.”

“Chao!” Tancred lang lang thét 1én.

Mot quang im lang kéo dai trong khi Charlie dau tranh ty van lwong tam,
khong chac c6 nén ké cho ba Kettle nghe vé cai can gwom vang do hay
khong. Ba la hau dué ctia ong Feromel, dwong duong chinh chinh, ba phai
biét vé sir ton tai cua nd, nhwng Charlie van 1dn can nghi Hiép Si D6 chwa
chan da la ban.

“Pirng 16 mat thodi chi thé, cung.” Ba Kettle cam ban tay Charlie, v6 vo.
“Chac chan cung khong thé xoay chuyén dwgce dau. Hot xic xac da do ra.
Bon dé tién da ra tay khi dau 6c cung chim vo trong cai dm kia. Ba von
lu6n thac mac vé n6 mai.” Charlie nhin theo 4nh mat ba téi cai am to dung,
dat trén ban. “Do6i khi ba nghe thdy c6 tiéng luc duc, roi cé nhitng khi ba
thé la ba thay anh Itta nhang 1én khéi mat nwéc den ctia néd. Ba ludn tin rang
cai dm c6 db phan chiéu két cuc bi tham cta t6 tién minh. Nhung tai sao?
Ba thwong tw héi. Muc dich cta viéc ngai lwu lai ngay cudi cuing ctia minh
tren doi nay la gi?”

Charlie khong thé gidu diém sy that 1au hon dwgc nita. “Béi vi 6ng ay
gidu mot vat, ba Kettle a, va c6 1é ong dy hy vong, mot nguwdi chu du nao
do, giong nhw chéau sé trd lai va thdy cho 6ng dy gidu no.”

“Giau cai gi, Charlie?” Tancred hai.

Charlie nhin tir Tancred qua ba Kettle. “Mot cdn gwom. Ong &y bao né
do chinh tay Vua Do trang tri.”

“Céi gi!” ba Kettle nhay bin khoi ghé. “N6 & dau, Charlie? Ong Feromel
da giau n6 ¢ dau?”

“Trong o6ng khéi.”
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“Ong kh6i?” ngudi tho rén hét 1én, chay t&i canh cira kim loai. “Thé thi &
trong 10 swdi. Ba phai dap tat Itta di méi dwoc.”

“Khong, khong,” Charlie noi. “Khong phai trong 10 swdi. N6 chi c6 mot
chut Itta 6ng 4y nhém trong can phong.”

“Co6 mot ong khéi kia,” Tancred chi mang twong bao 6ng khoi & dang sau
mot 10 swdi 16n bang sat.

Charlie lac dau. “N6 & gan mat dat, vi vay no6 phai thap hon noéc 10 suwéi.”

Tancred nghi hodc nhin cai 16 swdi trong kién c6. “N6 phai nang dén ca

tan.”
Ba Kettle khéng hé bac bo diéu dé. “Pi nao, may cuwng, giip ba mot tay.”
Ba budc téi 10 swdi va bat dau giat no6 ra khoi birc twong.

Hai thang bé khong con cach nao khéc, phéi xan tdi gitip ba. Hén 1a 1o
swdi chwa do lwra, trong khi Charlie 16i tir phia mat san, Tancred giat & bén
trén Charlie, va ba Kettle kéo & trén dinh. Tt t* m&t bén 10 swdi dénh dang
bat dau dich chuyén khéi twong. khi né tach ra mot 16 hong chirng nira mét,
ba Kettle la 16n. “Dirng lai, may cung. Ba cé thé nhin v6 trong 6ng khéi
dwoc roi.”

Charlie ghé mat dom vo trong 10 swdi. “Mot cai 10 rat nho,” né nhan xét.

“Thé thi chiing ta sé cho n6 to hon.” Ba Kettle di huynh huych qua canh
clra sat vd xuwdng ren va quay trd lai hau nhw ngay tic khac, 1ay ra mot cai
btia that 16n. Ep minh v gifta bitc twong va 16 sudi, ba ddy mot phat cuc

manh bang cdp mong to 16n ctia minh. Lo swédi lui lai it nhat mot mét nita,
cho ba thg rén dua cho dé quai bua vao birc twong day 6ng khoi.

Rac! Chi mot bua la da dap vo nhitng vién gach trén 6ng khéi. Bi bao
boc trong dam bui den, ba Kettle dong thém mot nhat nita. VGi nhat th ba,

https://thuviensach.vn



mot dong gach vang khéi day 6ng khoi, vui ba Kettle téi tan dau goi.

“Aa-ha!” ngudi thg rén reo 1én chién thang. “Charlie, dén lwgt cung dé.
Cung coi ngai Feromel da cat vat bau do ¢ dau.”

Dung chan hat déng gach vo ra dé 14y duong di, ba dich t6i phia sau 10
swdi va chi cai 16 1é6n minh vira dap ra. “Cung nghi sao?”

Charlie khong biét phai nghi gi. N6 c6 twdng twong can phong tdi noi n6
da gitp ong Feromel gidu can gwom. Liéu cai nay c6 dung la 6ng khoi do?

“Tim di, Charlie!” Sy nhiét tinh ctua Tancred théi tung nhitng dam bui
1én khong, khién Charlie bat ho.

“Binh tinh, Tancred!” ba Kettle trach ci. “Nay, Charlie deo cai nay vo.”
Ba trao cho n6 mot doi bao tay qua kho.

Charlie can than deo ching vao. Chuyén dong cua né cham chap va
luwdng ly, bdi vi dau 6c n6 day ap mai ho nghi. Cé 1€ mot vat quy nhuw vay
khong bao gid dugc tim thdy, nhat 1a b&di mot diva nhw no, céi thang khong
bao gio to ra xitng dang dugc cham vao vat s@ hitu ciia nha vua vi dai.

“Cai gi niu cung lai vay, Charlie?” ba Kettle diu dang hoi.
“Bao tay nay qua rong,” no gia vo.

“Thé thi thdo n6 ra. H6m nay khong cé Itra trong 6ng khoi.” Ba Kettle
bat cwoi, Tancred cling cuwdi theo. Tiéng cuwdi cia ho duwong nhu lac diéu
v6i tinh huéng tén nghiém nay.

Charlie thdo chiéc gang tay phdi ra va dat xuéng néc 1o swéi. N6 dang
chan gat vai mau gach qua bén, r6i quy goi xudng trwdc cai 16 rong trong
day ong khéi. N6 cé thé thdy gach & dang sau, trét dinh lai bang nhya
dwong va bé hong. N6 chém t6i trdc va ra ban tay deo gang khap bé mat
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btrc twong. C6 mot vién gach hoi luc suc bén dudi ngon tay no. Charlie
nghi bung minh da khong nhin thdy. N6 dang nghi vé tdm 4o choang bi mat
cap. Néu Hiép Si Do la ké trom, thi liéu 6ng ta c6 xitng dugc trao cho thanh
guwom than?

“Chau khong chac phong nay diang hay khong,” né néi.

“Chac chan ma. Ngai Feromel da song & day. Ngoi nha nay hau nhw
khong thay d6i.” Ba Kettle nhin Charlie that 1au, that xody. “Cung c6 chac
khong, cung? Thit lan nita coi.”

Mot lan nita Charlie ra ban tay quanh twong. Vién gach 16ng tao ra mot
tiéng lich nhe, gai ngwdi, nhung Charlie khong nghe thay.

“Cai gi d6?” Tancred la 16n. “Anh nghe c6 tiéng gi.” Cau quy goi xuéng
bén canh Charlie. “Nghe nhu cai gi dang long ra.”

“Chi la voi vira thoi,” Charlie phan déi.

Tancred khong chiu. Tho han dau va vai v6 bén trong 6ng khéi, anh s¢
soang mang twong bang ca hai tay. “Pay r6i!” Anh nhac vién gach long va
dem no ra ngoai anh sang.

“Cha!” ba Kettle ap hai ban tay to 16n vao ma minh. “Ba khong tin ndi.
C6 gi trong d6, Charlie? Ping sau vién gach cé gi? Mau 1én, MO xem sao,
cung.”

Charlie tho tay phai vo trong cai hoc. Nhitng ngén tay né ro tring mat
trén ctia mot vat citng boc vai. Mat mot tich tac chan chit, né cham cham
16i cai boc ra khoi birc twong. Bén dwdi 16p bui day, miéng vai doé phai mau
16 ra. Charlie thdy minh khong thé thd noi. m thanh duy nhéat trong can
phong hinh nhu 1a tiéng tim n6 dap hoi ha. N6 trao cai boc cho ba Kettle.

“0i, Charlie!” ba thd doc. “Ba c6 nén nhan?”
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“Di nhién,” Tancred non nao. “M¢& tdm vai ra. Chting ta hay xem di.”

Phai mot lic, ba Kettle xtic dong dén ndi khong nhic nhich dwgce. Ba
nhin mot cach ton kinh cai boc véi day bui, réi than trong mé no ra.

Trong anh sang cia phong dung dm, cai can guwom trong tham chi con
16ng lay hon Charlie nhé. Choang soc dén khong thot nén 10i, ca ba nguoi
nhin 4nh vang ruc r®, nhitng con chim tinh xdo va nhitng con bao can
saphia.

“P6 la vat dep nhat chau thdy trong doi minh,” Tancred tram tro.

“Khong chi dep, ma con bat kha chién bai,” ba Kettle néi. Ha thap giong
dén no6i hau nhw bon tré khong nghe duwgc, ba thém, “va cé phép mau.”

“Nho n6 khong khap véi thanh gwom cua ba thi sao?” Tancred hoi, doi
khi cau lai thue té mot cach dang ngac nhién.

Ba Kettle quay ngoat d6i vai rong ctia ba va ra 1énh. “Theo ba!”

Hai thang bam sat g6t ba qua canh ctta kim loai, vo can phong ma ba goi
la xwong ren. Cé6 mot hop kim loai dai nam dai trén cai ban tho. Ba Kettle
md& nap hop 1én va ho ngam nhin thanh gwom sang chéi. Ngay ca khi chua
hoan tt, né cling khién mdt con rung minh chay doc song lung Charlie —
trong né that nguy hiém.

Miii gwom thon dan thanh m6t dau nhon phan trac, nhwng phan chudi
guwom thtra ra mot dai kim loai dai chirng muoi lam xang-ti-mét.

“Khong c6 tay cam,” Tancred nhan xét. “Y chau néi la n6 khéng c6 can.”

Mot lan nita, ba Kettle m& cai go6i bui bam ra. Ba kinh can nhin cén
guwom hoan my va roi, rat than trong, nang no 1én sat mat. Ng6 xudng phia
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dwdi hai con bdo c6 canh, ba vui mirng thot 1én, “Pay r6i!” va quay phan
dau can gwom vé phia bon con trai.

Chung thay mot khodng den & gitta — mot ranh hep duwgc lam dé tra cai gi
nhv la phan dudi ctia mét thanh gwom vao.

“Charlie,” ba Kettle néi, “nhac thanh gwrom lén.”

Charlie chui hai ban tay dinh b6 héng v6 quan va nhe nhang nang dai
kim loai mong @ chudi thanh guwom lén.

“T6t, gitt chac 14ay,” ba Kettle ra 1énh.

Ba mim cuwdi véi ching, nhung Charlie c6 thé thiay la ba rat hoi hop,
khong dam tin chdc can gwom cé thé tra vira thanh guwom. “Cao lén,
Charlie,” ba noi, giong ba hoi run.

Charlie nang thanh gwom lén thém vai xang-ti-mét nita, va ba Kettle tw
tlr tra can guwom dai kim loai. N6 lach vo khe ém dén noi dwong nhu c6 mét
lwc hap dan kéo canh cta nhitng con bao tr6i xuéng lwdi gwom sang loang.

“Pugc lam dé khdp nhau,” Tancred thd hat ra.

Hau nhvw dong thoi vGi 161 cau ndi, mot con gié manh lua qua san xuwdng
rén cung v6i mot tiéng thd phao phut ra tr dau dé sau trong nhitng birc
twong co xua.

Charlie nhin Tancred.

“Khong phai anh,” Tancred noi, lo lang nhin quanh phong.

“Po6 la ngai Feromel,” ba Kettle bdo, mot dong nwdc mat ngan wét mat
ba. “Cam on, Charlie. Ngai da yén long r6i.” Ba dat thanh gwom gio da
hoan chinh v6 hop ctia n6 va dong nap lai.
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“Chéu c6 lam gi dau, that ma” Charlie néi, hoi bai roi. “N6 cit thé xay ra
thoi.”

“Cung da lam nhiéu lam r6i, gio cung phdi co gio chay thoi,” ba liéc
nhin ra ctta s6. “Trdi t6i roi kia, c6 1€ ching da dén r6i.”

“Ai co?” Tancred hoi, thap thém nhéc vai lén.

“Manfred va dong bon, du ching la cai gi hay la bat c& ai.” Mat ba
Kettle nghiém lai khi ba dan hai thang tr¢ lai bién am dun nwéc. Va khi
Tancred va Charlie buwdc ra ngoai troi xam t6i, mot tiéng thi thao tram tram
rét vao tai ching qua canh ctta dang dong lai. “Pirng lam gi ngu ngoc cho
dén chirng nao Hiép Si D6 cé thanh gwom ctia ngai.”

“Lam sao tui minh biét dwgc diéu d6?” Tancred héi khi ching chay hoi
ha trén con duong thap sang qua loa.

“Co 1€ ba ay sé co6 thong diép nhan cho tui minh biét.”

Ca hai tang toc. Ching cam thay nhiéu con mat dang dom minh qua
nhitng khe ctta s6 t6i hu. Nhung khi ching di qua tiém ban c4, Tancred lai
ditng bwdc va nguwdc nhin cira s6 phia trén tam bién. “Dagbert khong c6 &
do6,” cau noi. “Anh khéng ngtri thdy mui ca.”

Charlie budc tiép tdi tiém P4. N6 nheo mat nhin vo nhitng béng ngudi
bén kia ctra s6. Nguwoi dan 6ng da & do: dung y cai ga da hung hoé xong vo
nha ong Feromel va nghién s song ra khoi 6ng. Charlie Iui sung lai truéc
anh nhin tro trdo cia nhitng con mat da théi 16i. “Tui minh ra khéi day le
lén,” né néi khan khan.

“Pi mau,” Tancred ndi, chay t¢i Charlie va réi vurgt qua né.

Khi ching di hét dwong Piminy, Charlie quyét dinh ghé tiém sach co
Ingledew. Noi ndy gan hon dudong Filbert va, néu may man, sé gip Ong cau
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Paton ¢ do.
Tancred 1an v6 béng t6i, goi to. “Gap em ngay mai, Charlie.”

Charlie cudi mot minh. N6 vui vé phong queo vo ngd Nha Tho Lon. Co
den con sang ben trong tiém. Charlie go cta va hai giay sau, Emma m@
Ccla.

“Bo6 da ¢ dau vay?” con nho héi. “Ong cau cua bo & day.”

Charlie lao vu vo6 tiém. That dé chiu khi dugce bao quanh bdi anh sang
diu va nhitng quyén sach mau nhe, dwgc dam minh vao bau khéng khi dam
am, va duoc thdy Ong cau Paton tram ngam ngo ra phia trén cip kinh nta
vang trang.

“Con c6 rat nhiéu chuyén dé ké cho 6ng nghe,” Charlie noi.
Tdm vai liém teo rut

Billy héi han vé quyét dinh nghi cudi tuan trong tredng ctia minh ngay
sau khi nhitng dia tré khac ra vé hét. Nhin lao Weedon dong roi cai then
canh ctra nang né,no lién bi noi c6 don xam lan. Gio n6 tham chi con khong
c6 Rembrandt bau ban nita.Co6 1€ ba bép truéng da tim cach cho con chudt
vo treong. Nghi vay khién Billy twoi 1én ti chit va né tic tdc di tim ba bép
treong.

Billy ng6 v6 moi cang-tin va nha bép,ké ca nha bép xanh 1a cay cia mu
Weedon-mu ta dang tp xoong noi lodng xoang xudng cho phoi bat dia cho
rao nuwoc.

“Ba c6 thay ba bép truang dau khong?”Billy rut ré héi.

“Khong!”nguai dan ba bi thit quat.
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Vao nhitng ngay khac,loi dap nhu thé cé thé dudi Billy lut cut chay di
mot nwdc.Mu Weedon luén khién né sg hai,nhuwng hom nay né van dirng
chon chan tai cho. “Ba c6 biét ba ay ¢ dau khong?”

“Khong biét. Hom nay tao truc”.
Billy ho mét tiéng thdc thém. “Um. Chéu s& dén day &n t8i nhé?”

“MOot trai tritng”,mu ta hdm huc. “O day.6 gid ding duyt. Tao khong phai
hau may. Khong ai bdo tao ca”.

“Chau xin 16i”, Billy lui ra.
Con hon mot tiéng nita m@i t6i bita t6i. Va sau do la gi? Lén givong,n6
nghi. Billy di 1én phong ngu chung va bat dau doc lan th nam quyén

Nhitng dwa tré cua khu ritng mai. N6 dang doc tGi doan ngoi nha ctia bon
tré bi chay rui,thi chgt nghe c6 tiéng cao ctra.

“May Phuc!” Billy vung ngay day va chay ra m@ ctta. N6 muwng ham khi
thdy con ché gia dén noi quy thup xuéng ma 6m cham lay con ché.

“Ba bép truedng dau?” Billy héi,bang tiéng ut it tram tram.
“Sg!”May Phuc sua.

“Tao biét. Ba ay s¢ thang ngudi ca. Nhung ba dy dau?”
bau May Phuc guc rii.

“Ba ay 6 trong phong cuia ba & canh Béng ha?”

Con cho gia thd kho khe-hay 1a né thé dai?Billy khong chac. “Bi,tui
minh di tim nao”.
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Billy khong bao gid biét ctra nao,trong bao nhiéu cta & tang bon,la
phong cia ba bép trwdng,nhung né biét chac May Phiic sé dan minh dén
ding ctra. Sau khi leo 1én hai day cau thang va di 16 mo qua mdy cai hanh
lang t6i,d6i am,cu6i cung ching t6i mot canh ctta khong son phét,c6 mot
doi giay di bo nhé dat bén ngoai.

Billy go ctta. Khong 10i dap. N6 m¢& ctra kéu mot cai két va ngd vo. Mot
chiéc tap dé sach sé nam trén mot cai givong ngan nap. Trong phong c6
ghé,ti ngan kéo,va ti dung chén dia. Mot tam thdm mon xo xac bén canh
givong la thit duy nhat lam ém ban chan tran duéi san 16t van nit né. Mot
doi dép lé dat ¢ cudi givong. Trong con mai.

Billy nhin May Phic. “Tao khong tin ba bép truéng song trong can
phong nay”,né n6i bang mot trang sia nhe ma n6 biét May Phuc hiéu.

Phan *ng duy nhat ctia May Phiic la nghiéng dau.

“Gi do? Trong may lo lang vay,May Phiic. Cé gi may chwa néi véi tao.
Hay la tui minh khong con la ban nita?”

“Ban!Ban!Dbuing”,May Phic sta. “Tron tim”.
“Pugc. Tui minh sé choi sau”.

Tron tim 1a tro choi May Phic wa thich nhat,béi vi n6 chai tro nay cuc
gioi. Mii né luén dan thang t6i ché Billy nip. Mac du,thinh thodng, dé
thém phan khich,né gid bo khitu giac cia n6 tam thoi khong theo y né.

Billy va May Phiic choi trong nhitng hanh lang vang lang va nhitng
phong ngt chung cho t6i gan 6 gio,khi Billy v0i va xuéng cang-tin xanh 1a
cay.

Qua tritng dang dgi n6-mot qua triéng ludc lai,chong cho trén dia,bén
canh mot lat banh mi moéng dinh. M6t mau gidy trén ban nhic: “An xong
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rira dia”.

Billy béc qua tritng lanh ngat ma nghi dén nhitng qua tritng long dao
néng hoi ngoai Maisie don cho n6 khi n6 & nha Charlie. May Phtic rau i
chau chyc nhin Billy an qua tri'ng ngudi va miéng banh mong.

“Ngon?”con cho gia nua hai.

“Kinh tdm”,Billy néi. N6 di v0 bép,rita dia xong roi dat 1én cho ap bét.
“Gl tiép?” Billy héi May Phdc.

“Tron tim”,May Phuc dap

Thé van hon ng6i chdc ng6c mét minh trong phong ngu chung.

May Phic xi di trén tredc. Ching bat dau & tién sanh. Billy nham mat
lai, dém dén mot tram. N6 c6 thé nghe tiéng méng chan May Phic lach
cach di 1én cau thang chinh. Téi chiéu nghi Billy chac chan tiéng méng ay
queo trai,sau dé ching hoa tan vao bau tinh mich bao trum khap toa nha.

“Mot tram”,Billy néi trong 16ng nguc,va no bat dau di 1én cau thang.

May Phtc khong thé nao mé dugc cra va n6 cling hiém khi mat cong
déng ctra lai, thé cho nén Billy bé qua nhitng canh ctta déng im im & lau
hai va lau ba. Chi c6 cac buong tam la May Phtc c6 thé vo dugc, nhung
khong buong tam nao cé no ca.

Trong khi i ach leo 1én mot trong rat nhiéu cau thang, Billy chot nhan ra
minh dang hudng 1én gac mai, va lap tirc tim no thoét lai. Lao Ezekiel da
titng hay cho né s6-co-la trong mot can phong thap den khi ¢ trén gac mai.
Lao dung s6-co-la dé phinh phd Billy va hita chang 1au nita cha me ti té,tot
bung sé dén nhan n6 lam con nudi. C6 diéu ho khong bao gio dén. Va so6-
co-la va nhitng 101 hita cling hét khi Billy két ban véi Charlie Bone.
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Billy 1én tGi dinh cau thang va hit ngti khong khi. Mui 6 thiu va am moc.
Nhitng bong den khi dat trong long sat tod anh sang I mu,run ray xudng
hanh lang hep.

“Minh sé khong tdi d6 dau”,Billy tv nhd. Nhung ro6i né thay mdt cai
bong vut qua mot canh cra khép ho. Tao sé cho may thém mot co hdi nita,
May Phtc, n6é nghi,va né kiéng got,rén rén hét sitc,vd can phong to6i thui
dang sau canh ctra.

That ngac nhién, Billy nhan thay san nha cta can phong dwgc thap sang
bang nhitng hang anh sdng méng manh. Thi ra la nhitng khe nitt dudi van
san cii da dé cho anh sang tr can phong phia dwdi roi I1én. To mo mudn biét
cai gi dudi ay, Billy can thdn ndam sdp xuéng san va hé mot mat vo mot 16
hong 16n. Canh twgng trong thay khién né thd hoc 1én kinh hai.

Thang ngay bén dudi n6,Manfred Bloor dang nam trén ghé x6 pha boc
nhung do6. Pau han goi 1én mot cai gbi lua va mat han pha kin trong bay bo
mau cam. C6 nén tiéng thé hoc niva,Billy chong mat ng6 nhitng sinh vat
nho li ti dang bo lic nhic. Bén dwéi chuyén dong odn oai ctia ching, bo
mdt tdi mét cau Manfred dang bién d6i. Néu Billy c6 thé tin vao mat minh,
thi nhitng vét seo ctia Manfred dang ma di.

“Bo phép thuat”, Billy thi tham md&t minh.

Lo do, run lay bay,Billy ngéc dau 1én, nhwng trede khi no kip ditng day,
c6 tiéng quat thao & ctra. “Chung ta c6 gi ¢ day thé nay?”

“Mot thang do tham”, van cai giong lanh bu6t do.

Bét thinh linh m6t tdm vai liém mau xam ma quai bay vé phia Billy, dot
xém no6 trong nhitng nép gap xi khai, bép nghet né cho t6i khi né cam thay
minh khong bao gid thé lai dugc nita, dim n6 vo béng t6i khong gi xuyén

thing, lam né diéc bdi hang ngan bau thinh lang, ghim chat né xuéng san
trong mot mang lwai thep.
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Mot 1at sau, khi Billy khong chac minh cé, n6é con song khéng, né ngti
thay, qua cai 1ong xit khéi, mét mui cho khong thé sai dugc.

“May Phuc”, Billy khot khet, “May do ha?”

Dbap lai chi la tiéng tru tuyét vong, chang c6 nghia gi doi véi Billy. Tiép
theo la mot trang g, stia va rong. Billy khong hiéu 1ay mot ti nao.

“Citu tao véi,May Phic”,n6 néi khan dac. “Kéo cai khing khiép nay ra
khdi nguoi tao”.

N6 cho, khong con tiéng sta, khong tiéng tru, khong tiéng w @ ludn, va
Billy biét con ch6 gia khu da bé roi minh.

N6 khong thé hiéu minh, Billy nghi, va minh khéng thé hiéu né. Bon
ching danh cap tai phép ctia minh roi, thit duy nhat minh cé, thit duy nhat
khién cudc doi minh dang song.

Trong can phong bi mat cua minh bén dwdi khu nha bép, ba bép truwéng
birng tinh sau mot gidc ngu chap chon. ba lang mang nghe thay tiéng cho
rén ri dang xa. Ba lién ra khéi giwong, x6 dép 1é vo va m@ civa phong nga
ra. Tiéng rén ri van tiép dién, gan va khan cap.

Ba bép trwdng nhan cong tac va anh dén diu diu soi r6 mot phong khach
am cung. Nhitng chiéc ghé banh thodi mai cé goi cang phong quay quanh
10 swdi nho. Cac bitc twong treo day nhitng hinh anh sinh dong, va do gom
st vién vang lap la 1ap lanh nhw an i ttr trén cac ké cua chiéc tu li c6 xwa
bang go soi.

Ba bép trwdng bang qua phong khach va mé& canh ctta nhé trong goc
phong. Mgt budng t6i hién ra. Ba m& mdt canh ctra nita ¢ cudi buong, thi
thdy may Phic ng6i duwdi chan cau thang. Qué l1a can phong cia ba bép
tredng cuc ki bi mat.
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“Um,gi d6?” ba bép truéng ngap. “Chic 12 mi danh thitc ta day ching vi
cai gi hét”.

May Phtic stia. Ba bép tredng khong thé néi dwoc ngdn nglt ctia né,
nhung ba nhan ra vé cdp bach trong tiéng sua.

“Thé thi vé mau di, do ché duwgc ban phic”.

May Phuc khong muon v6. N6 quay lung lai va bat dau ning ninh di 1én
cau thang.

“Ta khong di theo mi vao gio nay dém hom dau”, ba bép trwéng thi thao,
hoi bic minh.

Con ché gia ngodi lai nhin ba va tru 1én mét tiéng ni non, ba bép trueng
linh cdm c6 gi khong 6n roi.

“Thé thi chd mot phut”, ba trd lai phong 1ay 4o choang. Mac 4o xong, ba
dut cay den pin vo tdi va di theo May Phiic qua hai canh ctra, can than dong
lai t'ng canh sau lwng. Khi leo 1én cau thang ba ty trach minh sao ngé ngan
qua. Chac chan c6 gi mo am dang dién ra trong hoc vién Bloor. Ba da thdy
thdng nguwdi ca va Dorcas Loom bang qua chiéu nghi, vao ldc tat ca bon tré
da vé nha twr 1au.

Co6 hai 16i di v6 can phong bi mat ctia ba bép trudng. Mot bat dau &
buong dé choi trong nha bép, nhing May Phitic tim mot 16 trinh dé lot qua
hon. Lén t6i dau cau thang, ba bép truéng di theo n6 qua mét hanh lang,
dan vong véo, t6i tdn mot canh ctra cwc nhé. Bén canh ctra c6 mot 6 van op
twong bi bong bang dung kich thuwdc mot con ché dé cho May Phic chui ra
chui vao. Ba bép tredng nhuén mot bén may. Ba da 1én ki ké tir gidng sinh
va nhat dinh sé khong dé bi ket trong bat ci¥ 6 ctta danh cho ché nao. Ba
m& canh cita nho ra va ddy khé mét cai ta chen ngay truéc né. Ep minh
lach qua gitta céi ta va canh ctta, ba bép trwdng vo mot hanh lang trai tham.
May Phitic dang chd ba san.
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“Gi0 sao?” ba bép trudng hoi con ché gia.

May Phuc phéng vot di, & tudi tac va kich thwéc caa n6 thi khong thé phi
nhanh nhu thé duwgc. Ba bép tredng voi va theo sau. Khi May Phiic téi khu
vuc gac mai rgn ngwoi, ba bép trudng di cham lai. Ba bat dau cam thay lo
sg. Bat cit phit nao, ba nghi, Lord Grimwald cling sé x6 ra vo 1dy minh vé&i
nhitng sdi chan kinh hoang trong doi ting khong thdm nwéc cia han. “May
Phuc”,ba ron rén goi, “Khong di nira”.

Nhung con cho gia lai tang toc, vay la ba bép truédng chac chan c6 mot
dia tré dang gap nguy, ba lién nhé lai 10i tw hita cia minh-giit can bang
gitta anh sang va bong t0i, gitta 1t tré nghiéng vé quy s va nhitng dira tré
lubn ao wéc diéu tot dep cho nhau. Tai phép cua ba bép trwdng la gin giit sy
yén binh.

Cudi cung ho t6i hanh lang thap den khi. G khé mot tiéng, May Phuc di
v6 can phong t6i mo. Ba bép trwong di vai budc vo phong thi va tring mot
cai dong nam dudi san. Chiéu cdy den pin ctia minh xudng san, ba bép
tredng thay cai dau trang cta Billy Raven bén dwdi mot chiéc khan quang
trong nhw tam lwgi xam.

“Billy!” ba bép trudng voi quy xudng va hoi ha thao tdm vai mém bo sat
than ra.

Mot giong ndi tir hanh lang n6i 1én. “T6i sé khong 1am thé néu toi la ba”.

Ba bép trudng bat phit day va quay ra. Anh sang tir ciu dén pin cta ba
chiéu r6 hai khuoén mat quen thudc:Dagbert Endless va Dorcas Loom.

“Tui bay lam gi & day?” ba bép trwéng nat. “Tui bay da lam gi thang nho
toi nghiép nay?”

“Cho dang doi n6” Dorcas noi.
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“Dang doi? DBang doi cai gi? Con bé doc ac”, ba bép truwang thét 1én. Ba
cadm nhan con mat cua Dagbert dang xody vo minh va thdy chan minh mun
ra nhu thach. Ba hi vong dén khi leo 1ét, khong da cho thang dé thay ro
guwong mat minh, nhung rai thay, chinh diéu d6 khién cho ba thém tré hon,
va n6 bat dau nhan ra nhitng dac diém cua ba.

“T6i biét ba thi phai?” Dagbert ré ra.
“Téat nhién, ta 1a ba bép treang”, ba quat.

“Khong, y t6i la cach day lau 1am kia. T6i da nhin thay hinh ctia ba & dau
dd”. N6 cwoi. “Cha toi c6 no”.

“Pirng n6i nham”, ba bép trwdng la nod, roi thém, “Cha ctia mi dang lam
gi?”

“Ong 4y da tré ve phuong Bic. Ong dy khong thich noi nay 1am”.

Ba bép trudng khong tin n6. “Pi nha di”, ba bdo no, “trong khi ta cham
soc thang bé t6i nghiép nay”.

“Cam ba lam thé”, Dorcas n6i mot cach cay nghiét.

“Pung,ba bép trwdng. Bé mac né d6”. Dagbert xan x6 tién mot budc vé
phia ba.

“DPi ngu ngay lap tirc”, ba ra 1énh.
“Pi ngi”, bon chiing gidu cot. “KHONG. KHONG bI”.

Bat chot, ba bép trudng thdy mdt bong nguwoi lu lu dang sau dam tré.
Suyt nita thi ba danh roi cay dén pin vi sg hdi. Chac mam Lord Grimwald
dang pham pham di t&i. Nhung khong phai.

“BON BAY HAY LAM NHU PUQC BAO!” giong ngudi d6 gam vang.
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bong thai hai dira tré bi tim c6 4o va giat manh ra sau.

Ba bép trudng nhac cay den pin 1én mot chit. Ba mim cuwdi vira ngac
nhién virta nhe nhom ca nguoi. “Giao su Saltweather!”

“Chao ba bép trwdng!” gido su Saltweather giit hai dita tré quay dap chi
bang mot nam tay vitng chac. “Dam tré nay qudy ray ba phai khong?”

“Pung thé. Bon chiing da lam cai gi khing khiép lam véi Billy Raven
dang thuvong nay”.

“Thing d6 én xuong”, Dagbert rong gdo. “Ong khong biét 6ng ddy vao
cai gi dau, do ngoc gia”. N6 co gio dap mot phat thang canh vé 6ng quyén
giao su Saltweather.

“Thoi ngay!” ong thay day nhac gam.
“T6i sé lam diéu toi thich”, Dagbert the thé. “Chiing t6i dugc phép r6i”.

“Khong phai vGi ta”, giao su Saltweather noi. “Nao,hdy tré lai cai
giwong khon kho cta ching may di”.

Tha Dagbert va Dorcas ra, ong day ca hai dita m6t phat vé phia cau
thang.

Dagbert ditng li lom tai cho. N6 tritng doi mat thuy quai ra nhin gido sw
Saltweather. M0t lan may luén cudn bao quanh vi gido sw va bat dau tran
1ap hanh lang. Tham chi ca Dorcas ciing lao déo lui lai,ho di doi.

Ba bép truwong thay minh khong thé thd ndi. May khéi xdc xubng lap day
phoi ba va, néu ba cé thé tin vé mat minh, c6 ca boi xuyén qua tuwdng va tdo
bién léu phéu trong dong nuwdc xanh luc khdap xung quanh ba. L& nao nuwéc
dang lén tan gac mai? ba tu hoi.

“THOI NGAY!” tiéng quat nhw sdm ren.
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Giao su Saltweather xem ra khong hé suy suyén treéc lan may ngat thé
va nhitng hinh anh nudc.

Dagbert phot ra cudi ghé ron. “Ong sé& chét dudi”.
“Ta khong thé chét dubi!”

Ba bép trudng khong chac nhitng gi minh da nghe. Nhitng 10i tram sau
dé quay quay trong dau ba. Khong thé chét dudi. Khong thé chét duoi.
Khoéng thé chét dudi. Ba nhan thay nhitng con ca dang mo di, tdo bién héo
quat lai va lan may tan loang.

Dagbert ditng ¢ hanh lang, trong hoang mang. M6t con Dorcas khiép
dam qudp chat tay no.

“DPi ngl”, gido su Saltweather ra 1énh, lan nay véi giong diém tinh, ranh

~

10.
Hai difa tré cung cic quay dau va chay bién xudng cau thang.
“Lam sao thay lam thé duwgc”, ba bép trudng ngd vue hai.
“Khong phai ty dung ma tén toi la Saltweather”, vi gido su cuoi dap.

“Om”, ba bép trudng hit that sdu va nhin dim dim vo gwong mit phong
tran va mai téc tring lop phop nhu bot séng cuia gido sw. “Ong 1a mét...mot
nguoi trong chung toi?”

Giao su Saltweather mim miéng lai va dat mot ngén tay lén moi. “Toi
thich khong ai biét hon. Chinh xac, t6i khong phai la nguwdi dwgc ban phép
thuat, nhung t6i c6 quyén ning & nhitng linh virc nhat dinh”. Ong xoa hai
tay vao nhau. “Nao,ching ta hdy gidi phéng chi bé nay khoi tinh thé khé
chiu ctia n6 nao”.
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Tadm vai liém xam khong dé dang bi g& di. N6 ct bam 14y nhitng ngon
tay ctia ba bép trudng va quan quanh 6ng tay do cua gido su Saltweather.
Nhiéu lan ho béc 16p sgi khéi dau Bily, dé roi lai thay mot 16p khac bo 1én,
lap vui thang bé xuéng nita. Nhung mai gido su cling gom dwoc nhitng lon
chi sau cung va nam chat cai thit xdm ngoét kinh hoang trong tay minh.

“Cai nay, toi tin la thit ma nguwdi ta goi la tam vai liém teo rut”, ong noéi
chac nhw dinh déng cot. “N6 teo rut y nghi hon 1a teo rit vat ran”.

“N6 dugc dét ma thanh”, ba bép trudng quan sat. “Bang kim loai rat
16n”.

“MGot tai phép ma Dorcas thira huéng tir mot trong nhitng t0 tién hiém ac
ctia nd, khong nghi ngd”. Gido sw Saltweather vo tron tdm vai lai nhw qua
banh va dut vo tdi quan. “T6i sé tinh s6 né sau”.

Ba bép trwong quy xudéng bén canh Billy. “No6 tinh r6i,con chudt con

nay”.
“Chuyén gi thé?” Billy rén ri. “Con dang tim May Phuc thi...roi thi...”
“T6t nhat khong nghi vé né nita, Billy”, ba bép trwdng diu dang.

Khong mot 101, gido sw Saltweather cii xudng va bong Billy 1én. “Ching
ta c6 thé mang n6 di dau, ba bép trudng? Khong nén dé thang bé mot minh
dem nay”.

“Theo t6i”, ba bép trwdng nodi, “nhung ong khong bao gio dugc néi véi
ai vé noi toi sé dan ong tGi”.

“Su6t doi, khong bao gio!” gido su néi.
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Rang sang thi Hai, trdi xdm va lanh budt. Troi téi dén noi ngoai Maisie
phai thap tat ca den trong nha lén.

Noi Bone thitc day sém hon thuong 1€. “Ba thira biét chuyén gi xdy ra
khi thang em ta xuat hién ma,” mu hanh hoe tiv chiéc ghé xich du bén 1o
suwgi. “ Tat ca béng dén sé no tung.”

“ Toi sé lo liéu hét khi n6 xay ra,” ngoai Maisie néi, “nhung to6i khong
thé nau chao trong béng t6i.”

Charlie con nghe thdy ho 16i qua tiéng lai trong khi né dang danh rang
trong buéng tam. Lic no trd lai phong minh, 6ng cau Paton goi khé qua ctra
phong 6ng, “V6 day, Charlie. Ching ta n6i chuyén.”

Charlie nhin v6 phong ctia dng cau. Ong dang ngdi bén ban viét. Ngon
nén dat bén canh 6ng sap chay hét. Charlie c6 cam giac la hinh nhw 6ng cau
chwa hé nga chit nao. Giwong cua 6ng chat toan gidy la giay.

“ Con phai nhanh Ién,” Charlie thap thom, “kéo khéng con tré xe buyt
trrong mat.”

“Viéc nay khong lau dau. Vo day roi khoa cira lai.”
Charlie 1am nhw 6ng cdu bdo va dén ditng canh 6ng. “Ong c6 ngt khéng

vay, Ong cau Paton?” no hoi.
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“Qua ban” Ong cau Paton phay tay. “Nhung xong tat ca roi, Charlie. Ta
rat hai 1ong vé minh. Ta da xoay x& lién lac dugc v6i 6ng Bartholomew
Bloor va...”

“Naren?” Charlie kéu lén. “Ho & dau?”

“Suyt!” Ong cau Paton ra lénh. “ Bé bé cai miéng lai. Ho & dau khong
quan trong. Ta biét vai cho hoi xwa 6ng Bartholomew hay lui t6i va ta yéu
cau gia dinh Brown gitip ta tim 6ng ay. Ho la nhitng tham t& tw kién tri vo
cung, va chang mdy choc ho da do tim dwgc. Barth 1a nguwoi rat kin ke,
nhung 6ng ay dong y trg gitp. Chiéc xe thung ctia 6ng ay sé chd bén cau-
cdy cau da, khong phai cai thanh sit tam bg chét ngudi ay dau. Ong dy sé
chd cho téi khi binh minh néu c6 thé.”

“Gan cdy cau,” Charlie 1ap lai, c6 kim ngap.

“Bén man Bic. Du6i hang cdy.” Ong cau Paton nhin sat vé mit Charlie.
“ Con c0 nghe ky khong? Con dinh phong thich cau bé nguwoi soi vao dem
nay chw gi?”

“Pung. Pung a.”

“Julia va ta da nghién ctu ky cang, va dung nhv 10i 6ng Onimous da noi
v6i con. C6 mot 16i ngam tir hoc vién dan téi dong song. N6 troé ra mot bai
cdy nho phia trén trién song. Ta chac chan gia dinh Bloor ciing biét n6, cho
nén con phai can than, Charlie. Con di mot minh ha?”

“Khong a. C6 Tancred va Lysander di cung. Ca Billy nita, bdi vi n6 biét
noi chuyén vai tha.”

Ong cau Paton nhin xuéng dong gidy to trén ban minh. Mit ong that
khac kho. “Ta cdm thay ta khong nén cho phép con tham gia viéc nay,
Charlie. Cyc ky nguy hiém. Néu c6 gi xay dén vdi con...ta khong thé twdng
twgng ndi minh sé an noi thé nao véi ba me con. Nhung...”
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“Nhung dang nao con ciing lam,” Charlie noi.

“Ta biét vay,” Ong cau Paton thd dai, “ Cho nén ta di c6 hét sitc minh
kha di gitp cho con dé dang hon phan nao. Ta wdc gi minh c6 mat ¢ do,
nhung ta qua 10 liéu, véi lai tai phép cua ta...” 6ng mim cwdi phién muon.

“Nhitng vu n6 béng dén duwong sé lam tiéu tan cudc choi,” Charlie vui vé
noi.

Ong cau Paton gat dau budn ba. “Nén nhd, dng Bartholomew s& chd &
man Bac cdy cau. Me ctia Asa cling ¢ dé... va mot ngwoi nita.”

“Ai thé a?”

“Um. Ciing hoi phifc tap, nhung khong thé tranh dwgc. Chong ctia ba co
Venetia, dng Shellhorn, di lién lac véi ta d@m qua. Ong Ay biét tén ta thong
qua dng Onimous.”Ong cau Paton gii cdm trong khi Charlie néng long
lang nghe.

“Ong Shellhorn quyét dinh phai trén khéi ba c6 ciia con — d6 1a y nguyén
dit khoat ctia ong ta, vi lgi ich ctia con gai 6ng ay. Con bé khong an toan
trong ngoi nha kinh khung do. Vi vay, ho cung nhau tim dwong t6i quan Ca
Phé Thu Kiéng va 6ng Bartholomew sé don ho.”

“Con Eric?” Charlie hoi.

Ong cau Paton lic dau. “Ong Shellhorn bat dic di phai dé lai con trai.
Thang bé da thay do6i hoan toan. Xem ra n6 than phuc ba c6 Venetia, dé n6
can dy vao cudc dao tau bi mat nay la qua nguy hiém.”

“Bitc twong than lun!” Charlie la 1én. “Ho sé khong bao gid qua dugc
han dau.”

“Birc twgng than lun bién roi, cung.”
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Charlie thd hoc. “Sao dwgc? N6 nang ca tdn ma.”

“Ba tho rén ban ctia con 1a mdt phu ni¥ manh phi thudng.” Ong ciu
Paton néi. “Bitc twgng than lun da bi khéa lai r6i, va néu Eric khéng biét
chia khoa ¢ dau thi n6 khong thé lam cho bitc twgng chuyén dong.”

“Phu il! Ong Bartholomew Bloor s& chd tat ca ho di dau?”

“Pi rat xa, t6i noi ma ho cé thé an toan. Ma con biét diy, o6ng
Bartholomew Bloor la ngwoi giéi nhat trén doi vé viéc nay.”

Bat chot cé tiéng go cita ram ram. “May & trong d6 hda, Charlie?” noi
Bone la quang quéc, lay canh canh tay nam ctra. “May tré xe buyt bay gio.”

Ong cau Paton tron méit va ddy nhe Charlie ra phia cita. “A nay,” 6ng thi
thao. “Con phdi can dén Olivia nita.”

“Tai sao?” Charlie noi to.

“Pé danh lac huéng.” giong 6ng cau Paton khé dén noi Charlie gan nhw
khong nghe thay. “Ao gidc. Nhitng chiéc xe thing tring.”

T dwdi lau trét, ndi Bone thét om som. “Sao tao phai mat cong lo cho
may tré xe buyt chi, thang ngu kia?”

Charlie cwoi toe toét, mé ctra phong 6ng cau Paton va nhdy xuéng chiéu
nghi. “Xong ngay day,” no hét vang nha.

Charlie khong nhan ra s thay doi ¢ Billy cho t6i khi gio nghi giai lao
dau tién. Thang bé dang ng6i trong phong dé do khoac, doc sach, khi
Charlie thay no.

“T6i nay anh mudn néi chuyén vdi em, “Charlie noi.

“Sao vay?” Billy héi.
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“Chung ta sé gidi citu Asa va diéu quan trong la phdi tinh toan thoi gian.”
(‘Vay é?”
“Billy, em c6 khoe khong?” Charlie cii xudng thang bé bach tang.

“Em khong biét. Em vira trdi qua mot ky cudi tuan la lam. Em dang choi
tron tim v6i May Phdc thi...r6i thi...”

“Thi sao?”

“Em khong biét. Khi em tinh ddy trong phong ngt chung sang nay, em
khong con nhé 1dy mot diéu gi da xdy ra.”

Charlie ng6i xuéng bén thang bé. “Em cam thay 6n chi.”

“Em 0n. Ngoai tri* mét diéu la em khong con hiéu May Phic nita, va né
cling khéng hiéu em.” Billy déng quyén sach lai. “Charlie, anh nghi coi c6
truc trac gi véi muodng tha? Hay la em da mat tai phép ctia minh r6i?”

“Khong dau Billy. Anh can em néi chuyén vdi Asa.”

“0,” Billy béi r6i. “Dé em c6. Anh sé danh thitc em day khi t&i lic
ch?”

“Di nhién.”

Phong dé 4o khoac xanh da trdi bat dau day bon tré va Charlie két thic
cau chuyén. N6 di ra san, & dé n6 thay Tancred va Lysander séng budc di
loanh quanh. Cac anh dirng lai khi thady Charlie, va Lysander ha thap giong
héi. “Em da quyét dinh dém nay a, Charlie?”

“Phai la dém nay thoi,” Charlie bao, “ bdi vi c6 nguoi sé cho don Asa.”
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“Hay,” Tancred néi. “Cang sém cang t6t. Nhung hday nh@, anh nghi
ching ta nén cho t6i qua nita dém. Anh thuwong thay den trong khu gia dinh
Bloor sang t6i 1 gio sang.”

“Vay thi 2 gio,” Charlie noi.
“Em c6 thitc day noi khéng?” Lysander haéi.

“Ba em cho em mdt chiéc dong ho deo tay khi ba di nghi. N6 c6 bao
thitc.” Charlie ty hao khoe chiéc dong ho mat den c6 vong s6 sang choang.

“Oa!” Tancred an can noéi. “Qua an twgng. Anh hy vong né khéng dyng
ca phong ngu chung day.”

“Em c6 chac la muon lam viéc nay khong, Charlie?” Lysander bat chot
nghiém sic mit. “Anh khong trdch em néu em hoan tat ca lai. O duéi d6
trong bong t6i khong dé dau.”

“Va Asa c6 thé can chét em,” Tancred noi khé.

Charlie cudi toe toét, mdc du lic do, dy la diéu cudi cuing né muon lam.
“Hai anh sé ¢ dau?”

“Anh sé canh chitng Manfred, con n6 sé doi pho v6i Dagbert.” Lysander
hét dau vé phia ciu ban téc vang.

“Vay em sé khong con phai lo gi nita, hen gdp lai dém nay.”

Khi Charlie buéc trd vo treong né thay mot top tré xim quanh Joshua va
hai chi em sinh doi. Joshua bi bam den quanh mat, cai mii ctia mot dira
trong hai chi em sinh d6i chuyén mau xanh dwong, va dita kia quan mot
cudn bang thun t6 bd trén tran. Joshua chi Charlie, va dam tré quay lai, nhin
no tran tran.

Charlie vay tui né mot cai vui vé.
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Trong bita trira Charlie thdy chdn chao trong bung; né gan nhw khong an
duwgc gi. Sudt thoi gian con lai trong ngay, tim né dap don dap, tay lanh toat
va nhép nhap mo hoi; dén tiét hoc cudi cung, mon tiéng Phap, no6 thay that
phién ha, hai dau goi c dap vao nhau. Minh khéng sg,n6 ty nhu.

Fidelio nhoai vé phia n6. “Sao vay,Charlie?”

“Im 1ang!” c6 Tessier mang.

“Peé sau sé noi,” Charlie tham thi.

“IM LANG!” c6 Tessier rong lén.

Charlie loay hoay mai méi gap dwgc mot minh Fidelio trong phong ngu
chung trude biva toi. N6 ké tét tat cho ban nghe.

Fidelio cau may lo lang. “Anh di v6i em nhé, Charlie? Anh khéng yén
tam vi em v0i Billy c6 mot minh duwéi do voi con tha hoang...”

“Asa chua thanh thu hoang,” Charlie noi.

“ Lam sao em biét? Anh ta la thua it nhat hai tuan nay roi. Anh ta rat hung
dit. Sao em khong bo cudc di, Charlie?”

“Asa da liéu tit cd moi thit dé citu em,” Charlie néi ranh 6. “Em khong
thé dé anh 4y... chét mon.”

Fidelio nhin vai. “Thoi dwgc. Anh sé dé mat t6i Dagbert néu n6 thic
giac.”

“O, thé nao no ciing thirc,” Charlie noi.

Van con mot nguwdi nita Charlie phai méc n6i. Olivia. Fidelio khang
khang doi di dén phong ngt chung cia nit v4i Charlie, kéo “ coi chitng em
dam sam v6 ba giam thi ¢ d6”.
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Dung vay that. Ba ta dang ditng ngay bén ngoai phong ngu chung cua
Olivia, trén tay 6m déng khan trai giwong. “Tui bay cam dwgc vo day”.

“Chau chi mwgn mot quyén sach théi,” Charlie noi.

“Pi di, khdng muon miéc gi hét,” doi mat den hi ctia ba c6 Lucretia khoa
chdt vo mat Charlie. “Ta da nghe rat nhiéu chuyén phién phitc vé may doé,
Charlie Bone. Chiing tao ai ndy déu kinh tdm vi may ra nong noi nay. Hi,
v6i mot thang cha nhu cha may thi ai ddm mong...”

“Y ba 1a sao?” Charlie hét twéng 1én, ndm chit tay lai. “Cha tdi dang gia
hang tram nguoi Yewbeam.”

“Han 1a mot Yewbeam, do ngu. It ra d6 1a mot diéu vét vat.” Ba ta mim
cuoi cay doc khi Charlie gio nam tay lén.

“Charlie!” Fidelio chdp canh tay cua n6. “Tui minh ra kho day di.”

Ching vira dinh quay ra thi canh ctrta dang sau ba giam thi xich mé va
Olivia tho dau ra. “Chao, Charlie. T¢ c6 quyén sach dang ay mwon r6i ne,”
con nhé néi, huo huo quyén sach day chia dong tw tiéng Phap.

Ba c6 Lucretia buéc khoi canh ctra. “ Nghe trom la thoi quen xau xa,” ba
ta nat nd. “Xudng lau mau, 1 tui bay.”

Bon chiing swéng qua dén twdng nhu khong tuan 1énh dugc.

Trong phong vé rong ménh moéng, Charlie vach ké hoach cia né cho
Olivia biét.

“T¢ thich di véi dang ay hon.” Mat con nhé anh 1én tia dit dan. “T&
muon biét dwdi do thé nao. Khong chitng cé kho bau...dé. Pang ay dinh
mac Pyjamas a. C6 can ung cao su khong, t& nghi c6 thé 16i di dy dan t6i
song.”
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“Liv, im nghe di da,” Fidelio nhac nhé. “Em c6 viéc dé lam.”
“A, céi gi?” Olivia buc doc. N6 khoanh tay lai cho doi.

“Tao do anh. Liv. D6 la tat cd nhitng gi t¢ can & bo. TG khong can bo
chui xudng dat.”

“0i.” Olivia that vong thay ro. “Dang ay mudn c6 do anh & dau?”

“Toan thanh pho. TG biét Manfred dang chd diéu gi d6é sap xdy ra. Han
biét t¢ sé co cttu Asa, nhung han khong biét 1a khi nao. Han tham chi con
khong biét la t¢ da biét cho Asa bi nhot.” Charlie li€c nhin vé mat mat kién
nhan cta Olivia, chgt trong dau né bat ra y nghi mudn thodi lui. “That ra t&
khong biét chac. T¢ chi doan dwa vao 10i cia 6ng Onimous thoi.”

“Cong vai linh cam cta em nita,” Fidelio dong vién. “Linh cam mach
bao em, ding khong?”

“Phai, linh cdAm.” Nhung linh cdm cling mach bao Charlie rang né khong
biét Asa ¢ dau do6 sau bén dudi hoc vién hay la & sau tudt trong bong toi
den kit, xa khoi phong phuc trang.Chi la doan hua hoa thai.

“Vay dang ay muon do anh gi?”

Giong réo rat cua Olivia kéo Charlie tré vé trai dat. “Xe thung, Liv.
Nhitng chiéc xe thung nhé mau trang, hoi xap x€.” N6 rang hét sitc mo ta
chiéc xe thung ci mép mép cua 6ng Bartholomew. “Nhitng do dnh ctia bo
sé tung hoa mu, che gidu chiéc xe that, dé phong truong hgp cé ké theo doi.
Can khoang chirng nam hay sau chiéc, dau quanh thanh pho, va té can vao
khoang gitra 2 gio dung, rang sang.”

“Pdng ay gion ha?” Olivia kéu lén.

“Khong,” Charlie nghiém trang.
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“U thi ding ay khong giom.” Olivia cudi khi. “Emama sé gitip danh thitc
t6 day. TG nghi minh sé khoai mé vu nay.”

Chung roi phong vé, chgt thdy mot dang hinh cao, hoi gu hién ra ¢ cu6i
hanh lang. Cai hinh hai ay bat dau khap khiéng vé phia ching, va Charlie
cirng nguoi lai. Manfred lai 16 mat ra va tung hoanh nita r6i. Charlie cho
cho céi ngudi deo mat na tGi gan.

Fidelio va Olivia ditng hai bén Charlie, nhin than hinh cao nhong lot vo
luéng anh sang duy nhat trong hanh lang.

Miéng Charlie ha xé ra. Khong hé deo mat na. Khong hé con seo. Mat
Manfred lang o va tai tai nhu tir xwa van thé.

“Ngac nhién chwa, Charlie Bone? S6c a?” Manfred tap téch tién sat dén
Charlie, ditng khung ngay treédc mat n6. “Chang phdi tao may phuée cé la
ban tai gidi la gi?” ga thanh nién vuot vudt go ma lang ctia minh. “Tao cé la
may khong bao gid nghi tao tré lai duwgce nhu thé nay, ding khong?”

Khéng thé tim ra 10i dap, Charlie ho khuc khuc.

“Ching t6i luén hy vong cho nhitng diéu t6t dep nhat,” Olivia phot
miéng. “Rat mirng khi thay anh.. anh dep trai nhu vay, Manfred.”

Fidelio chi con biét 1 ¢ dang sau ban tay bit miéng.
“NGAI chit,” Manfred stia dng 6ng. “Tui bay phai goi tao 1a ngai.”
“Vang, thura ngai,” Olivia nhu mi.

Chuing voi linh di khoi Manfred, khong dam nhin nhau, nhung khi chay
tdi cudi hanh lang, Manfred goi v&i theo.”Tao sé canh chitng may, Charlie
Bone, cho nén dirng gid tro ngu dai day.”

“Vang, thwa ngai,” Charlie lau bau.
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Co6 mot bau khong khi cang thang bt than kinh trong phong Nha Vua t6i
hém dy. Joshua Tilpin dn mdc 16i théi 1éch théch chwa titng thay. Téc n6
biét bét mau giady, bui, mang nhén, vé bt chi. Nhitng miéng plastisc dung
dé bao tap rach lua tua, teo dinh trong 6ng tay 4o n6, ban tay né phu kin
vun banh mi.

Hai chi em sinh d6i nhan thitc r6 Tancred la thu pham gay ra nhitng vét
bam dap cho minh, nén c* nham sach va hop dung viét vé huéng cau ay,
nhing sttc manh cda ching hinh nhw da bi rit hét va Tancred dé dang day
lui ching chi bang vai hoi gié thoang.

Dagbert nhin moi dién bién véi vé than nhién, c6 mwu mo gi day. Choc
choc no lai tém 1ay anh mat Charlie va mat né néi cho Charlie biét tat ca
moi diéu: Dagbert san sang lam bat ct diéu gi Manfred sai khién.

Trong hai gio lam bai tdp vé nha, Emma la di*a duy nhat mim cudi.
Tancred dda md&i con nhé ngoi bén canh minh va, dé nhir mat mdi Ién,
Emma nhan 10i. Tiép dén la cwdi mai khong thdi. D6 chi 1a nu cwdi phang
phat, nhung ci¢ tim tim va nang cao tinh than Charlie dang ké.

Sau gio bai tdp vé nha, bon tré giai tan trong im lang. Charlie thdm chi
khong liéc nhin Lysander va Tancred. N6 biét minh khong duwgc dé 16 bong
gi6 nao vé phi vu bi mat dém nay.

Trong phong ngu chung, Fidelio cw x& nhw khong cé gi bat thudng sap

xdy ra, mac du Billy cit nhim nh6 mat may va nghénh ngang tan dau dau.

Pén lic Charlie nam xudng giwvong, né cam thay nhv trong nguwdi minh
c6 mot cudn 10 xo cudn chac, cé thé bung ra bat thinh linh. Lam sao c6 thé
ndm im dén tan 2 gid sang? N6 mudn di cttu Asa ngay 1ap titc, trede khi nd
dit day than kinh mat.

bau khoang gitta 11 gio va nita dem, Charlie lan ra nga, mét pho vi
nhitng twdng twong ctia chinh minh. N6 da hinh dung rat nhiéu kha nang
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khac nhau cta cudc gidi citu Asa, nén dau 6c né cudi cung kéu doi dugc
nghi.

Charlie tinh gidc va thay ai d6 nhe nhang lac canh tay minh.
“ Charlie. 2 gio r6i,” Fidelio thi tham.

Charlie ng6i ddy, dui mat. “Em tham chi con khong nghe thay dong ho
minh reng.”

“Anh cting nghi vay. Charlie, Dagbert khong c6 ¢ trén giwvong né. Anh
khong biét n6 roi phong khi nao.”

Charlie lan khoi givong. “Gio khong thé lo lang chuyén do,” n6 lao xao.
“Em danh thiec Billy day day.” N6 khoac tdim 4o chung xanh da trdi, trong
khi chan 16 mo kiém doi giay.

Mot cai vo nhe vao dau khién Billly ngo ngudy bén dudi tdm vai trai
givong. “Gi d6?” thang bé ngo ngac.

“Suyt!” Charlie xoe tay bit mom Billy lai.

“Khong! Khong!” giong Billy nghet lai. “Dung.”

“Suyt! Billy, anh day, Charlie né. Téi gio di r6i.”

“Pi dau?”

“Suyt! Bi citu Asa.”

“Em khong muon di,” Billy day tay Charlie ra.

O dau kia phong ngti chung, vai dita cia minh 1 & trong gidc ngt. Cho

dé chac chan khong dira nao tinh day, Charlie thi thao. “Pi ma, bon anh can

»

eml.
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Mot thoang im lang that lau, va réi Billy véi tay tim mat kinh cta né.
Thong chan xudng san, né chat vat chui vo 4o chung va mang giay. Charlie
nam canh tay n6 va, khong mot 161, ching chay bang qua phong ngt chung.

“Chic may man!” Fidelio thi tham that khé, Charlie khong nghe thay.

Trong hanh lang thap sang ti mu, Charlie c6 thé thady doi mat ma& 16n,
kinh hoang cua Billy, chgt cam thdy t6i 16i. “Xin 16i, Billy. Lam on ding
sg. Bang ra anh khong nén bao em lam diéu nay, nhwg em la ngudi duy
nhat c6 thé néi chuyén véi Asa.”

“Khong phai Asa — ma la Soi Hoang,” Billy ndi. “Va em s¢ la minh
khong thé lam dwgc diéu can lam.”

“Em sé lam dwgc ma. Di thoi.” Charlie bat dau di mau trong hanh lang.

m thanh duy nhat trong toa nha rong 16n, dang ngu say nay la tiéng buéc
chan né lep xep trén van lat san bang go so6i. Bau tinh mich v6 bién khién
Charlie cAm nhan nhw minh va Billy la nhitng sinh vat song duy nhat.
Nhung né cling biét, & dau do trong bong t6i, Dagbert Endless va Manfred
Bloor van thitc, dang rinh chd né.

Nhung khong ai hién ra khi ching cap rap di ngugc hanh lang, khong ai
theo chung trén hanh lang hep t6i nha hat, va khong ai chdn ching trén san
khau. Bong t6i trong nha hat den kin kit, Charlie phdi 16i cdy dén pin ctia
no ra.

“Tui minh di dau gio?” Billly thi tham.

Charlie huo cay dén pin ra cudi san khau cho t6i khi trong thdy 6 ctta
sap. “Dad!” no noi.

“T6i kinh qua,” Billy sg sét..
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“U,” Charlie tdn dong. “ Nhung cdy dén pin nay rét t6t.” N6 rua cay dén
pin doc theo dwdi giu ctia tdim man nhung, nom nép s¢g Manfred an dau dé
trong nhitng nép gap nang, sau kia. Nhung chang cé ai ¢ d6. N6 nhon chan
di t6i ctra sap va, lén Gt ng6 qua vai, cam cai vong sat, nhic canh ctra 1én.

“NO0 khong khoa,” Billy nhan xét.
“Khong bao gio.”

“Nhung biét dau. C6 6 khoa trén khoen ctra nay. Ai d6 c6 thé dong cira
va bam khoa nhét tui minh bén trong.”

Charlie liéc nhin céi 6 khéa gi sét. “N6 cti mém roi, Billly. Pa nhiéu nam
khong ai dung tdi. C6 khi khong con chia khoa m@ no nita dau. Nhin ne, no
bam vo6 r6i. Khong ai c6 thé mwor né ra.bi.”

Ha canh ctra sap xuong san, Charlie bat dau xuéng cau thang go.

Billy ai ngai nhin cai 6 khéa. “Em dong ctra sap lai sau khi em xudng
nhé?”

“Ciling dugc,” Charlie néi nhéng 1én. N6 xuéng t6i chan cau thang va bat
den léen.

Billy leo xudng va kéo ctra sap lai phia trén dau né. “Em chwa bao gio
xuong day,” né ndi khi ditng trong can phong day ap ta véi reong, hom.

“Pay la khu phuc trang.” Mot y nghi vut dén véi Charlie. “Tui minh nén
tim mot it d6 cho Asa, dé khi tré lai thanh ngwoi anh ay mac.”

“Néu anh dy c6 thé trd lai thanh ngwdi,” Billy lam bam.
Charlie mé& cai rwong dau tién. N6 16i ra mot chiéc do khoac day bang

vai tuyt va mac vao bén duwéi do chung ctia né. Billy chon mét cai mii néi
xanh da trgi trong mot cai ti va mét cai quan nhung ké trong mot cai rwong
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khac. N6 doi mii 1én dau va c6t cai quan quanh c6. Charlie vo lay doi giay
b6t mau nau dé day cui, trong thich mat, nghi bung liéu sau d6 minh cé doi
cho Asa dwgc khong. N6 cot day giay lai véi nhau va quang vao co.

“Tui minh tat dén di nha?” Billy hoi, khi Charlie t&i cho hoc t6i dang sau
hang cot.

Charlie 1an chan. “Khéng. Tui minh phdi quay lai 16i nay sau khi da dwa
Asa ra t6i bo song.”

“Néu tui minh tim duwgc Asa,” Billy lang lang néi.

Khi da di qua hang cot, Charlie lia cay dén pin lén bitc twong réu moc,
den si. O ding cudi bic twong, mot 16i di hinh vom, thdp 16 ra. Trong
khoanh khac dé, Charlie mudn danh doi tat ca moi thit dé dugc quay tré lai.
Nhung né biét 1a khong thé. “bi, “ n6 néi va nhe ca ngudi khi nghe tiéng
buéc chan cuaa Billy lep kep dang sau.

Can than tudn qua mai vom, ching thdy minh v6 mot dwong ham hep.
Mai tran thap, twong va san dugc xay dwng toan bang gach do quach, bé 16
cho va léng lanh da voi.Sau vai mét, dwong ham doc sau xudng, doc dén
noi tui nho bat dau trugt tudt ludt trén gach am wét.

«Ctru!” Billy thét ram.

Charlie mat da nga oach xuéng dat, n6 quinh quiu chop dai bitrc twong.
Cay dén pin vang khdi tay n6. N6 nghe tiéng cay dén lan long 16c dudi dat
roi ngung. Gidy sau tir xa vong lai tiéng thich,kho khdc.

“m thanh nghe nhu n6 lot xuéng mat cai hd,” giong Billy run ray.

“Co6 thé tui minh da lot cai hé dé,” Charlie lam bam. “Cay den cta anh
tiéu la cai chac.”
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Nhung vao lic nay, chiing khong bi roi vao béng t6i den dac — mot vang
sang bac téda nhe dwong ham va, trén dau Charlie, mot dom sang nho lap 10.

“Claerwen!” Charlie nguéc 1én nhin con bwém trang. “Sang qua. Anh da
hy vong né sé t6i ma.”

“Charlie, tui minh c6 lac dwong khong?” Billy nan ni. “Em khong muon
bi roi xuéng hé dé.”

“Co6 thé c6 cau thang.” Quy thop xuéng, Charlie than trong bo téi trudc.
T&i miéng ho, n6é c6 thé thdy mot cai thang xép bang sat dua vo twong.
Ngay ca trong anh sang tinh khoi ctia Claerwen, né cling khong thé thay cai
thang két thic ¢ dau.

Billy bo lai cho Charlie va ngé xuéng. “D6 la vuc tham,” né thét. “Tui
minh khong bao gio xudng tGi day dau. Co 1é né di vao long trai dat.”
“Lam gi c6.” Charlie c6 ra vé diém tinh, nhung né khong thé git* cho

giong dung run.

Bong roi n6 nghe thay: tiéng con thu rén ri dang xa. Tiéng rén tham ndo,
dit rudt dén noi thic Charlie quang chan thong xudng thang ma khong suy
nghi mot giay.
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Néu con buém trang khong di vdi ching, Charlie khong nghi ngo gi,
chac han minh va Billy da té xuéng ho chét queo roi. Nhitng thanh ngang
cta cai thang muc toi td. C6 chd mat may thanh lién tuc. Khéng c6 anh
sang dan duwong thi bdo dam chiing sé triwgt chan, ma dwong roi xudng sé
rat xa, xa that la xa.

Nhung cubi cliing chiing ciing lai dugc ditng trén mit dat cing. O day hd,
nhitng bitc twong lat da tang va da phién khong 16, va do kia, lum lum trong
béng t6i, c6 mot sinh vat xam gay gio xuwong.

“Asa?” Charlie khé hoi.

Sinh vat d6 quay phat dau lai. Con mat vang nhoé 1én kinh hai treéc anh
sang xa la, va n6 hoc 1én mat tiéng rén duc.

“N6 noi gi do, Billy?” Charlie hoi.
Billy bép tran. “Em khong biét.”
“Em phai biét.”

“Khong biét. Em da néi v6i anh hoai ma. Em khong con hiéu dugc ngon
nglr cua thu nita.
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Cudi cung gio mdi vo 1é ra. Trudc do Charlie khong hoi chuyén Billy
dén noi dén chon, bai vi n6 khong ddm dé chinh minh tin la Billy bi mat tai
phép thuat. “DPiéu do6 c6 nghia la em ciing khong thé néi chuyén dugc véi
anh dy?” no6 hoi hop hoi.

“Pirng nghi vay,” Billy néi, dan tit mat vao sinh vat xam.

Bat than mot tiéng rong vang, va, rang nhe ra, con thi dam x6 vao
chuing.

“Asa!” Charlie hét. “Anh khong nhan ra em sao?”

Tiéng rong ha xudng duc ro6 r6. Charlie va Billy dwa chét di vo twong.

“Co lén, Billy, co l1én,” Charlie nham mat trong hon xiéu phach lac.

Phén ttng ctia Billy 1a quang chiéc mii n6i ra giita san. Sinh vat g va x6
t¢i gan hon. Billy quang tiép cai quan theo sau chiéc mi. Sinh vat hit ngtri
ching, nhéng dau 1én va tru.

“Em nghi diéu d6 cé nghia la anh dy khong thich ching,” Billy néi.

“Anh may con kén chon,” Charlie lau bau. “Néu anh ma khong thich doi
giay bot nay thi anh sé an cai mii trum dau cta anh luén.” Chu y dé khéng
lam sinh vat noi gian, né quang doi giay bot nhe héu qua mat bén.

Sinh vat di long tong t6i d6. Khi né cao doi giay bong loang, Charlie
nhan thiy con vat méi hoc hac tan ta lam sao. Ttng cai xwong swon tro 10i
ra dudi 16p 16ng xam tho ciing. Hau nhw khap co thé khong cé 1ay mot go-
ram thit nao.

“Toi nghiéep,” Charlie noi khé.

“Em nhd am thanh chi giay b6t r6i,” Billy thi thao phan khich, doan gt
1én mot tiéng nhe.
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Sinh vat nguwéc 1én. Gir mot tiéng cdc 16c.

“T6t,” Billy bdo. “Né noéi 1a ‘tot’.”

“Em con nh@ thém am thanh nao nita khong?” Charlie hoi.
“Nhu cai gi?”

“Um, em coi c6 thé néi v6i anh ay tui minh t&i cifu anh Ay, va anh dy
phdi madc do vao nhanh nhanh lén, trwdc khi tui minh tim dwong ham ra
song.”

“Charlie, anh dy khong thé mac do dugc, anh ay la s6i. Ma s6i lam sao di
giay?”

Charlie thdy minh kho hét sitc. “O nhi,” né iu xiu. “Anh dy can nhiéu
anh sang hon dé bién thanh nguoi.”

Billy thd hoc 1én. “Em quén mat. Em chia hay quén, nhung ma, day!”
Billy thoc tay vo tti quan pyjamas va rut ra mot cay den cay. Ngon nén lap
tirc bung sang. “Nén phép thuat cia nguwoi giam ho em,” Billy sung suéng.
“Em luon gitr n6 bén minh.”

“Di nhién!” Charlie toét miéng cuwoi. “Anh cling quén phéng no luon.
Anh nghi né dwgc viéc ddy. Gio cao lén, Billy.”

Két hop anh sang tir con bwém trang va cay nén, trong ho birng sang hét
nhw ban ngay. Con buwém ndy gio dau trén dinh tdng da cao nhat, gio bat
dau bay lai gan con thi. Lon von gitta hai tai con vat. Thay mot tia sang
mong loe loé trén mai dau xo xac ctia minh, con vat tdp con buém. Nhanh
nhw chdp, con bwém thut xuéng dau trén lwng con vat, tda mot vét sang gat
khap xwong séng nd. Con vat quay mong lai, ri va tru 1én gam gtr. Khong
nao ning, con bwém nho 16n vudt qua cai dudi teo quat va roi, khong thé
tin noi, n6 bay dan xen giita nhitng cang chan cua con thd cho tGi khi moi
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chan tré thanh mot cot anh sang ruwe rd. Con thu long cong nhdc chan 1én,
nhung tiéng gt lim di chi con 1a tiéng rén phap phéu.

“Anh dy dang bién d6i,” Billy thi thao. “Coi kia!”

Qua dung vay, con thu dang bién hinh — mdt vét téc do lva thwa xuat
hién gitta doi tai rach twép. Nhitng dac diém dai cta séi mo dan di, hién ra
mot cai tran nhgt nhat, doi ma ngwoi vang bung hinh thanh quanh cai mom
nhon, r6i téi doi vai xwong xau qua 16p long xam lo tho. Cung véi mot
tiéng thét dot ngot — c6 thé la tiéng tru khang cu hay niém vui swéng — con
thd quay lung lai va nam bep xudng dat.

Vai giay sau, Charlie nhan ra minh dang nhin tran trao vao cai lvng cua
mot cau bé han hoi. N6 lién budc téi, cdi tdm do khoadc dwdi do chung cta
minh ra va nhe nhang dap cho cau bé.

Mot tiéng nac phut vang trong ho. Charlie quy xuéng bén canh Asa, vo
vé. “Pugc roi, Asa. Tui em dén gitp anh day.”

Billy mang cai quan xanh 14 cay va doi giay bot lai gan. Con buém tré vé
cho cii ctia n6 noi tang da. Hinh nhw n6 ¢6 y doi.

Tw tr, Asa ditng 1én. Quay lung vé phia ching, mdc quan va di giay vao.
Khi da rung minh trong chiéc do khoac xong, anh ta quay mat lai nhin
Charlie va Billy v&i nu cuoi twoi roi.

“Asa! Anh lai la anh r6i,” Charlie reo mirng.

“Pung,” Asa noéi khan khan. Bat ho. “Xin 16i, c6 hong kh6é nghét. Chua
hé noi chuyén suét may tuan.”

“Tui em sé dua anh ra khoi day, nhung tui minh phai le len. C6 mot
duwong ham dan ra bo song. C6 nguwdi dang dgi dé citu anh. Me anh sé &
d6.” Charlie n6i nhanh dén noi Asa thon ngwoi ra, boi roi.
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Charlie n6i cham lai. “Suy doan cta em la dwong ham bat dau dang sau
mot trong nhitng tang da kia.”

“Me to6i khoe chit?” Asa lam bam.
“Khde.” Charlie ngan ngtr r6i vung vé noi, “Em rat ti€c vé ba ctia anh.”

Mat Asa chgt nhum nhd lai, thidy vay Billy voi n6i, “Em ca dwong ham &
dang sau tang da cao kia, cho con buwém cia anh dau i, Charlie. Em chéc
chan luén do.”

“Tui minh lai coi xem sao.” Charlie di tGi tang da va co dich doi no.
“Can phai ba tui minh md&i n6i. Phu véi nao, hai vi.”

Billy tat nén cua n6 di va dut trd vo tdi quan. Sau vai phuat day va 16i, tha
phi pha phi pho, ching loay hoay doi dugce tang da vai phan khoéi buc
twong. Billy n6i ding. Cé mot 16i ra bi mat. Nhw dwgc tiép thém sitc, ba
thang day tang da thém vai phan nita. Gio thi dd cho cho ching ép minh
chui qua ctra ham.

Bon ching lang lang ma di. Billy trudc, roi tGi Asa. Charlie buédc sau
cung, phong trwong hop anh ta lai mat di dang nguwdi. Nhung con buém
trang dap dénh bay sat thang nguwdi thi, nham bado dam anh sang cho anh ta
gitt nguyen hinh hai con nguoi.

Puong ham nay t6i den va boc mui méc hon duong ham dau tién nhiéu.
Tat nhién la né lanh 160 hon. Charlie va Billy trim mii 4o chung 1én, con
Asa, hoi l1an chan, doi mi no6i vao. Charlie la dita dau tién nhan ra nwdc, khi
chan Asa bat dau 16i 16e tée, ban nhitng tia nwéc lanh toat vao chan Charlie.

“Anh c6 nghi nwdc song sé tran vo dwong ham khong?” Billy hot hoang
héi.
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“Khong thé nao,” Charlie dap. “Pudng nay & phia trén dong song rat
xa,va lai, tui minh dang di 1én chit khong phai di xuéng.”

“Nh& song lam lut hang thi sao?” Billy c6 chap.

“Troi dao nay dau c6 mwa,” Charlie n6i. Dau néi vay nhwng n6 dong thoi
nhé lai canh nwéc song dang cudn cudn suyt quét ching khéi cay cau.
“Dagbert,” n6 lam bam.

Vai phiit sau, nwdc dang sdp dau g6i. “Tui minh phai quay lai thoi,” Billy
hét.

Charlie ngoai dom lai. Bang sau né, mot dong nwdc bun sinh dang tran
vo dwong ham. “Khdéng dwgc roi. Bang sau tui minh nwdc con ngap sau
hon. Le lén, Billy.”

Billy dgm chéan chay, nhung thoang céi, nwéc da cao hon dau goi n6. Stic
nwdc manh dén nodi né gan nhu khong tién 1én dwgc. “Tui minh sé chét dudi
mat,” né méu mao.

Asa xudi dya vo twong. “Tai t0i,” anh van vi. “Manfred khong bao gio
bu6ng tha t6i. Han tha thdy to6i chét con hon.”

“La Dagbert Endless dé,” Charlie cay dang. “ Tui minh quyét khéng dé
né danh bai. Phai chay tiép thoi.” N6 vugt qua Asa va chop ldy tay Billy.
“Chung ta phai gitip nhau. Nao, Asa, nam lay tay kia cta Billy.”

Chung lai bat dau di chuyén, cham mét cach dau dén, trong khi con
bwém trang lwon 10 trén dau, phat ra nhitng tia sang song dong c6 tac dung
khich 1é tinh than bon chiing. Thé nhung n6 khong thé ngan nwdc ngirng
dang, va chang bao lau dong nuédc xody map mé eo bon ching. Charlie
khong biét minh con cach song bao xa nita. C6 1€ trién song da chim dudi
nuwdc réi cling nén. DBE roi ngay khi 16 ra, chiing sé bi cuén vé dong nuéc 1.
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Khi nuwéc t6i vai, Charlie bat dau tir bé hy vong.

Xa tudt bén trén dwong ham, Tancred Torsson dang bang qua san choi
ctia hoc vién Bloor. Cau von rat nhay cam véi nwéc trong tat cd moi trang
thai ctia né. Cau c6 kha nang bat mach thuy triéu, nhan biét mwa dang trén
dwong tGi, tham chi cdu con biét chac khi nao nwdc trit khdi dam may nang
né. Luc nay day, Tancred biét dich xac la sdu dudi long dat, c6 nwdc dang
tran 1dp mot dwong ham cd xwa. Cau nghe thdy tiéng nuwdc rung rung dudi
chan minh, va dodn ra Charlie dang gap nguy hiém. Chang khé cho
Tancred biét dong nuéc chét ngudi d6 bat nguodn tir dau. O ria khu rirng bao
quanh lau dai Vua D6 c6 anh sang lan tinh chiéu phitng phyc 1én khoi
nhitng ngon cdy. Khi tién t6i gan hon, Tancred bat gap Dagbert Endless
dang dwa v6 mot than cay. Pau n6 ngéng 1én, mat nham tit, miéng cuwdi cot.

Tancred xam xam tiép can thang bé. “Ding lai ngay,” cau ra lénh.
Dagbert choang mét ra. “O, 1a may.”
“Tao nghe tiéng nwdc. May dang dim chét tui ching. Dep ngay.”

“Sao phai dep?” Dagbert sttng s0. “Tao dang thuwdng thirc thoi huy hoang
cua cudc doi tao.”

“Khong con nita.” Tancred tung ao chung cta minh thanh mot hinh vong
cung rong mau xanh 1a cay.

“May dinh lam gi?” Dagbert ngo vuc hoi.

Mot luong khi bang gia cuén né xoay tit roi xa cai cay. “Thoi!” né thét
gao ding ldc mot con gié manh hat hai chan n6 héng khéi mat dat. Tic thi
dong sinh vat nhé vang 6ng tudt khéi tii né khi né bi Gp nguge xudng, quo
quao khong khi.

Dan nguoi téi trede, Tancred chup lay nhitng sinh vat nho ti.
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“Khong!” Dagbert hét.

Tancred lui lai va dé cho thing bé dam sam xudng dat. Dagbert nam
cttng do mot hoi, sau dé bat dau run nhw gié. Mat n6 bat dau nhoa 1én th
anh sang xanh 14 cay bénh hoan, hai ban tay né phat sang va mot quang
sang da quang chiéu xuyén qua quan do né. Con run khong sao kiém soat
duoc.

“Tra... sinh... vat... bién... cho... tao,” Dagbert lap ngap.

“Cai nay a?” Tancred boc chuyén ching tr tay nay qua tay kia. “Tao
khong nghi thé.”

“Tan ac!” Dagbert rong 1én.
“Dung nuwac lai!”
“K-h-6-n-g!”

Tancred gio cao ban tay nam chat 1én va Dagbert bay vit qua khu rirng.
Nhitng canh sac dam rach 4o quan né, cao toac mat no, gai mac vao téc no
va nhitng canh trui 16t sach giay n6. Lic n6 roi tom xuong dat lan thit hai,
con run tré nén dit doi dén mic nguwdi né gidy danh dach dwdi dat. “Tra
tao...” n6 khéu khao.

Tancred buéc tGi bén thang bé phat sang. “Tao sé chang trd may cai gi
dén chirng nao may ngung nuwéc lai.”

Im lang that 1au, sau dé, tiéng thd dai, Dagbert nham mat lai va van tay
xuong dat.

Tancred bat dau cam thdy mot sy thay d6i noi mat dat dwéi chan minh.
Cau nhin Dagbert va chd dgi. Van run cam cap, Dagbert cam nhitng ngén
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tay xudng sau nita, sau nita xudng mat dat. Cudi cung bang giong run ban,
no vot ra 10i “Xong!”

“Hirm, tao sé khong cam on may dau.” Tancred quay ngoat di.
“Lam o-n,” Dagbert rén ri.

“Nhitng sinh vat vang 6ng ctia may? Dén ma lay ching di nay.” Tancred
rai nhitng con ca bé xiu va nhitng con cua vang xuong bai cé cao lam lan
ranh cda khu ritng. Nhung cdu dit con nhim bién vo ti quan. Danh cho
nhitng cudc doéi dau sau nay, cau nha tham. Hoa minh vao béng téi den dac,
cau lan duong tré lai truong. Trwde do cau phat hién thady mot luong sang &
trén lau trén cung cua tda nha va khong mudn lam gi liéu linh ca.

Lao Ezekiel da chitng kién toan canh doé tir trén ctra s6 gac mai cao voi
cta ldo. Co diéu, vi khong biét la Dagbert khong & mdt minh trong rung,
130 an twgng qua troi tredc nhitng mau sac chéi ruc béc cuén cudn 1én khai
ngon cay.

“Bac cuwc quang cua riéng ching ta,” ldo cwoi khuc khuc. “Giéi lam,
Dagbert Endless.”

Trong dwong ham, sdu bén duwéi canh rirng, Charlie cam thay dong nwéc
bat dau yéu di.

“Né6 dang rut,” Asa hon hén.

Chang may choc bon ching thidy bun sinh tré lai dwéi chan minh. Vai
phtit sau ching da buéc di trén nén gach wdét 1ap xap. Dong 1i chi con la
nhitng ggn nwdc lan tan.

“Lam sao lai c6 chuyén nay dugc?” Billy noi.
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“Anh nghi Tancred da ra tay ddy.” Charlie cudi toe ngwdc nhin mai tran
réu pha.

Bay gio ching dang di 1én mdt con déc nghiéng. Xa tit bén trén, Charlie
c6 thé thdy vang trang va, dau bi té ach dui may lan xuéng nén gach tron
trot, mat trang twéi 1én ching mot niém hy vong twoi mdi va, phdt 160 quan
ao wét sling va tay chan tray trua, ching hang hai bo 1én, cho tdi khi tirng
dita mot, lan tom vd6 mot bai cdy nhé bén canh trién séng. Mot lan gio
manh da thoi bat may khéi bau troi, dé lai van vat tam dam trong anh trang.

“Chung ta t6i r6i!” Charlie hét to, lan xudng bo doc.

Bon kia lan theo. Asa tham chi con cudi ruc rich. Trong bo dang anh ta
that quai v4i mai toc do thoi 16i dwdi mii noi, va do khodc dai trang kin bun.

Gio chung da tdi day, du ca ba dira, run lap cap vi w6t va lanh, va Charlie
muon chac chan Asa dén dugc chiéc xe thung ctia 6ng Bartholomew.
Chuing chay doc theo dai dat cho tGi khi cdy cau hién ra trong tdm mat, va
do kia, thay nho 1én khoi birc twdng da, 1a mot chiéc xe thung mau trang.

“Asa,” Charlie chi cay cau, “Thay chiéc xe thung mau trang d6 khong?
Me anh ¢ trong do, dang cho anh do.”

N6 chwa ditt 10i, ca bon bong cam thdy mat dat rung chuyén. Cé tiéng
rap ca rap tir xa doi dén tai ching; lic tiéng dong 16n dan Ién thi mot con
ngua trang phi xuéng bd déc canh cdy cau. Trén lvng ngwa mot hiép si mi
giap bac va ao chung nhung trong xam xam duwdi anh trang, tuy nhién
Charlie biét 4o chung phai la mau do ruc. Chung thay anh thép nhoa 1én khi
hiép si tudt gwom ra va lao vun viit tGi chd bon ching.

Trong khodng khac dé, Charlie chi nghi mét diéu la bay nay minh lu6n
ding. Hiép Si P6é d6 khong phai 1a ban. Ong ta di duogc trao cho thanh
gwom bat kha chién bai ma ong ta luon rap tam st dung dé chong lai bon
chung.
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Ching quay dau chay, nhung biét chay di dau bay gid, do bdi ¢ dau phia
ay, mot con ngwa khac ciing dang phi hung huc vé phia ching. Mat dat rung
rinh vi tiéng v6 ngwa nén xudng trién song. Chum 16ng chim xam thang do
trén dau ngwa, va hiép si ngoi trén lwng con ngwa nay lam lam mot cay
thuvong dai mau nhon nhot.

“Trong ho nhu da,” Billy kéu re ré.
“Ho la da,” Charlie thét am.

Bi ket gitta Hiép S1 Do va hiép si xam, dong song xem ra la noi duy nhat
dé tau thoat. Charlie di*ng swng, run rdy trén trién dat ngap anh trang,
khong thé cuc cua, trong khi Asa va Billy da bo thup xudng, giat giat 4o
chung cua Charlie va gao thét cai gi do khong hiéu duwgc. Va roi, khi ca hai
con ngwa lao vao ching dén noi, thi Hiép Si D6 thét vang “NAM
XUONG!”

Charlie nhao xudng dat ngay trudc Iic ngwa va nguwdi cudi lwdt qua phia
trén né. Mot luong khi phut ra tir tim 4o choang bay phan phat la am tGi
xuwong né, khién né thoi run tire thi.

Cay thuwong caa hiép si da xia thang vo nguwc Hiép ST B6 nhung, vao
khoang khac cudi cung, con ngva trang thinh linh ngoac hwéng, nhanh hon
tia chdp, Hiép ST Do phap thanh gwom cia minh xuong. M6t nhée sang dot
chay theo chiéu dai cdy thuwong. Con ngua da khiép via quay dau trén tién
song. Cay thwong bi kéo cang ra hét c@, roi bat chgt bay chiu vé phia lung
cua Hiép S1Do.

Charlie nghe thdy mot tiéng kich khi ngon thwong dam tring muc tiéu.
Nhung Hiép ST Do khong hé loang choang trén lwng ngwa. Cay thwong ndy
bat khéi tdm 4o choang do cua 6ng, con ngua trang nhdy dwng qua bén va
Hiép S b6 chém manh cay thuwong bang thanh guwom ctia minh, nhat nita,
nhat nita, lai nhat niva.
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Mot tiéng rac long trdi, va cdy thuwong gdy lam déi, mot doan rét thich
xuong dat. Hiép si da thiic ngwa minh hic thang vao swon con ngya trang;
mot tiéng hi dau dén vang dong thinh khong khi con ngwa trang lui lai,
nhung trong lic né chuyén dong thi lwdi gwom cua Hiép ST Bé da phang
tring mi giap cua hiép si da. Bau han dit lia, nhung toan than han van hoat
dong, dién cubng lia cay thwong cut. Thanh gwom lai xa xudng lan nita, ché
hiép si da ra lam d6i, chat canh tay han va chém bay doan thuwong con lai.
Nhitng mau da roi lich thich xudng dat; con ngwa da ldo ddo vai cai roi lan
tom xuong song.

Ba thang bé 16m com ditng day, van run, mac du quan o ching da kho
lai, va ching khong con cam thay lanh nita. Ching nguwéc nhin choi chét
vao Hiép Si D6 va con nguwa cua ngai, gio ditng bat dong dwdi anh trang.
Néu khong nhd hoi bdc ra tir con ngya trang, thi c twéng ho da héa thanh
btrc twgng.

“Luc nay t6i c6 thé tw lo cho minh dwgc r6i.” Asa né nu cudi quai quai
trén mat. “T6t hon hai cau hay tré vé truong di.”

“Anh c6 chac khong?” Charlie héi.
“Chac chit,” Asa néi, khi con ngya trang huwéng vé phia ching.

Tui con trai dat qua bén dé con ngwa cung nguoi cuwdi di qua. Charlie
nghe thay tiéng da co quay, tiéng do giap kéu lach cach, va tiéng thd hi hui
ctia con ngwa. Hiép ST Pé ngbi thang trén yén, thanh gwom cta ngai da
duwgce tra vo vo, treo lung lang noi that lwng, tdm do choang do nam im che
lay lvng ngai. Ngai ditng lai mét thoang va nhin xuéng bon ching. Mi giap
che khuat mat ngai, chi con tia phan chiéu cia doi mat la thay dugc.

Khi con ngya dan tiép, Asa budc di bén canh né. Charlie va Billy nhin
than hinh cao léu nghéu cta Asa trong chiéc 4o choang dai, va Charlie lam
bam, “Gid anh ay an toan r6i.”
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“MOt ngwoi an toan nhat tran doi,” Billy thém.

Khi chiing leo 1én trd lai ctra ham, Charlie nghi minh trong thay hai bong
nguoi deng duwdi bai cay: mot cao 16n va mot bé xiu.

Cudc hanh trinh tré lai trwong dé hon va nhanh hon béi vi dwong ham
gio da sach tron nudc.

“Ludn nhanh hon khi ta biét minh dang chd cai gi,” Charlie n6i, khi hich
nguoi leo 1én chiéc thang sat, ra khoi cai hé kinh hoang. Thé nhung ching
khong hé cho doi dé thay diéu ma chiing thiy khi 16 1én can phong dudi
long nha hat.

Lic ndy Charlie khong hé trong thdy Manfred ¢ dau trong nha hat, don
gian la vi han nip dang sau hang ghé dau tién ¢ khan phong. Han nghe thay
tiéng ctra sap ha xudng va chd doi, cwoi khady mot minh, twdng twgng canh
Charlie va Billy tw dan xac xudng céi ho han nhot thang ngwoi thi. Han dac
biét khoai chi thuwéng thitc bitc tranh han tw vé trong dau, khi nghi dén dong
nuwéce lut dim chét nguwdi ctia Dagbert tuon vo duong ham.

Asa sé chét dudi, Manfred n6i m6t minh, ta sé mat con tha hitu dung,
nhung khong con cach nao khac. Vi viéc Billy Raven bi xéa so, thi ai
them quan tam Lyell Bone c6 tim dugc ban di chiic cia Maybell Raven hay
khong. Con vé Charlie Bone, thang dé cang bién nhanh chirtng nao t6t
chtrng nay.

Nhung Charlie luén c6 cach thoat khéi hiém nghéo, nén Manfred mudn
dam bao chac chan lan nay Charlie dirng hong song s6t. Roi khéi cho ndp,
han leo 1én san khau. Trong tdi quan han c6 san chiéc chia khéa dé mé 6
khéa cii trén cira sap. Han sap stta bdm 6 khoa lai thi bat chgt con t6 mo
xam chiém lay han.

Manfred nang ctta sap lén va di xuéng phong phuc trang. Dudng nhuw né
trong tron. Tung tdy 0 khoa trong tay va huyt sdo mot minh, Manfred 16
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dau qua mét trong nhitng cay cdt va nheo mat ngé vo man dém. Khong co
gi. Va roi, tir xa, han nghe thay tiéng hét kinh hon cua Billy lic trugt chan
nga xudng duwong ham.

Manfred mim cuwdi man nguyén. Han quay lung di va sitng so chét diéng,
mat doi mat vai Lysander Sage.

“May lam gi ¢ day?” Manfred quat dung dung.
“Pua 6 khoa cho t6i,” Lysander ra lénh.

“Dting hong tao dwa may cai gi,” Manfred nhao bang. “Cut khéi day
trudc khi tao goi lao Weedon.”

“T6i chac chan la 1do Weedon dang chay long vong thanh pho dém xe
thing mau trang va ty hoi cai nao can theo doi. Gid thi, dua toi cai 6 khoa
do.”

“T'6¢i ma lay coi!”

“Pugc.” Giang hai tay ra, Lysander quay mong mong can phong, len 16i
qua nhitng cai rong bang da va nhitng gio bang liéu gai. Nhitng bitc twong
am vang tiéng ngdm nga bi an va, trong khi Manfred tir tir 1ti lai cau thang,
tiéng trong bat dau hoa nhip véi giong ctia Lysander. Nhitng hinh nhan tai
xam bat dau tran 1dp khong gian den ngom giita cac cdy cot, roi tir tir moi
hinh nhan ma quai bién thanh mo6t ngwdi dan 6ng cao 16n, da den. Nhung
canh tay mau nau ctia ho déu deo vong vang, than hinh ho trim trong 4o
thung trang, ai ai cling cam mot ngon gido dai.

“Ao anh,” Manfred 1am bam.

“Anh biét thira 1a khong phai,” Lysander néi. “Ho la t6 tién cua toi va ho
hitu hinh nhw bat ky sinh vat nao trong thanh pho nay.”
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Mot trong nhitng chién binh luén ra sau Manfred, khéa chat dwong téi
nhitng bac thang ctia han.

“Pura 6 khoa cho t6i,” Lysander chia ban tay ra.

Manfred lac dau té liét. Nam chat 6 khéa, han bo huéng t6i cau thang va
nham t6i 16i di gitta nhitng t4 va rwong.

“Thé thi hdy nhan lanh hau qua.” Lysander ha lén mot trang dai va
nhitng chién binh den don vé phia trwdc. Khi ho vay sat Manfred, han thét
1én mot tiéng khiép dam, dong thoi quang bira 6 khéa cho Lysander, roi voi
vang m& nap mot cai hom dan bang liéu gai Ién va nhay tot vo trong, dong
nap lai trén dau.

Lysander budc tdi cai hom va bam 6 khoa lai. Sau d6, rit chia khoa ra,
anh ng6i trén n6c hom va doi.

Strng s6t tredc anh sang ruwc rd roi vé phia minh, Charlie va Billy chu
chtr treée khi buwdc qua hang cdt. Va ching thdy Lysander, bao quanh la
nhitng t6 tién tam linh cao 16n cta anh.

“Céi...” Charlie lap bap.

“Suyt!” Lysander chi cai hom bén dudi minh. Khong maé khoa ra, anh
ding day va dua tui nhé 1én cau thang.

Trudc khi dong ctra sap lai, anh khé goi nhitng t6 tién tam linh, va mat
anh nd ra mot nu cwoi twoi roi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Charlie héi.

“Manfred dang dinh khoa cac em lai,” Lysander bao. “Nhung anh da
khoa nhot han roi. T6 tién caa anh sé canh giit han cho t6i binh minh.”
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Billy nem nép ngé guwong mat diém nhién cta Lysander. “Nhung anh ta

sé tic gian... sé... sé...”

“Han sé khong lam gi dau,” Lysander tran an thang bé. “Em twéng han
muon lu loa cho tat cd moi nguwdi biét minh da bi nhot trong mot chiéc hom
va khoéng ngan dugc cac em trd lai sao? Tin anh di, han qua kiéu ngao dé
lam diéu dé. Gid, cho anh biét coi, cac em c6 thanh c6ng khong?:”

“Rat thanh cong,” Charlie dap.

Khi ching kiéng chan vé nhitng phong ngt chung ctia minh, Billy thi
thao bang giong buén ngu. “Sander, em da thdy Hiép S1 B6 va mot con
ngva trang. Va em nghi dé la hoang hdu ma lao Ezekiel da vo tinh lam séng

»

lai.
“Vay chac c6 1é Hiép Si bé la nha vua do,” Lysander bao.
“Ciing c6 thé,” Charlie néi.

O dau kia thanh phd, trén dudng 1ai xe tré vé nha sau mot diép vu téi
quan trong, chii Brown dém thay c6 khéng duwdi mudi bay chiéc xe thung
moép méo mau trang dau & nhitng vi tri khac nhau trong thanh phé. Chu ghi
lai tirng vi tri vao s6 tay cta minh. “Cé gi dé dang xay ra,” chu lam bam.
“Trit phi... ding roi. Ao anh.” Chd lién xé bé to gidy do di.

Vtra luc do, chiéc xe thung duy nhat chi khong thay da phéng ra khéi
thanh pho.

Charlie Nhan Pwgc Mot Tam Buru Anh

Vao sang thit Ba, c6 mot tam trang to mo bao trum khap hoc vién Bloor.
Tham chi ca bon tré khong dinh liu gi dén cudc dao thoat cia Asa cling
cam nhan vé mot sy thay doi trong bau khong khi.
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Dagbert Endless nam mep trén givong, mat chi chit nhitng vét cao. Choc
chdc lai rén ri vé gio may. Nam tay né ap chat vao m4, nhat dinh khong cho
ai thdy minh dang cam cai gi, mdc du, thinh thodng giita nhitng ngoén tay
no, lai dé€ 16 ra nhitng tia sang vang.

“Ctt mac ké nd,” ba giam thi bao. “Né dang bi &c mong ddy ma.”

Thé la Dagbert dugc phép nam lai givong, mot diéu chwa tirng cé doi vai
dtra tré nao trong hoc vién Bloor

Trong phong riéng cta han & chai phia Tay, Manfred Bloor ciling nam
bep di trén giwvong. Up mit vo twdng, ldam nham vé nhitng chién binh ma
quai.

Lao Ezekiel dich than lan xe t6i cta phong Manfred va go. Khong co
tiéng trd 10i. Thay ctra khda, 1ao Ezekiel giat giat tay nam ctta. “May cé
thanh cong khong?” 1ao goi. “Stt mang c6 hoan thanh? Asa di doi? Charlie
di tong va oat Billy tiéu ma?”

“Di di,” Manfred gam gi.
“Thé thi that bai r6i,” 6ng c6 noi han thd dai roi thiéu nao lan xe di.

Mon tré'ng dugc phuc vu trong cang-tin xanh da trgi. Charlie khong bao
gi0 nhé minh da dugc chiéu dai nhw thé nay trong bita sang & trwong. N6
ding & cudi hang, c6 m& doi mat liu diu ra, ngap ro to.

Ba bép truwdng trao phan an duwgc thém € hé cho Charlie khi n6 tién tdi
quay. “Ta da u ra ngoai mua tritng do,” ba n6i. “Tai sao bon tré cac con
khong xirng dang mot bita sang thinh soan cho khac di?”

“Ba bép trudng, trong ba khéng con lo lang nita,” Charlie nhan xét.
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“Ta biét minh khong don doc.” Ba nhoén vd&i né mot nu cwdi bi mat, sau
dé6 16i mot vat ra khoi tap dé. “Ta tinh cd gap ngoai Maisie sang nay. That
hén oi la hén. Ba ay nho ta mang cai nay cho con.” Ba bép trudng nhoai
qua quay va trao cho Charlie m6t tam buwu anh.

Mat sau c6 mot con tem nwdc ngoai va nét chir viét tay ctia ba n6. Sau
vai dong vé chuyén di va thoi tiét thi tGi cau: “Mot ngay nao dé ba me sé
dwa con di cung, Charlie, ro6i con sé tan mat thay nhitng sinh vat 16ng lay
de.”

O miit trwdc tim bwu anh, hinh mot cai dudi c4 voi lung g choan 1ap bau
troi trén mat bién ménh mong, 1ap la 1ap lanh.
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