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Chuong 1: Truong Giang Kiép An

Trang nga veé tay, troi phia dong bénh bong sac trang, binh minh sap dén,
trén madt nwdc rong 16n, swong mu nhu khoi téa, gon nwdc lan tan, khong
nhin thay chiéc tau nao. Vai con do nho neo & rang da ngam ven bo séng.
Trén do, may han tit dang v6i va chéo xudbi dong, nét mat déu 10 vé khan
trrong va lo lang.

“Lao dai! Co phai tin titc cua Kim Sa Bang da sai khong?” — han tit van
hac y, trén mat c6 vét seo, khong nhin dugc xoa tay, ha giong thi thao —
“ching ta thu & day ca dém roi, ngay ca mot qua cau mao cling khong
thay!”

“Dung voi!” — han tit khoée manh duwgc xwng la 1ao dai nhan nha man me
Nga Mi thich trén tay, trong long han da c6 chit lo lang, nhwng khu6n mat
ngam den thap phan ung dung tran dinh. M6t lao dai hoanh hanh khap
Trewong Giang nhw Hai V6 Cwong thi hi nd wu phién déu khong 16 ra mat,
day la to chat it nhit can phai c6. Hai V6 Cuwong nheo mat nhin mat song
ménh mong, lanh nhat noi:

“Chuyén hang nay gia tri lién thanh, nghe n6i twéng linh phu trach ap tai
la Kim Lang thuay suw dé doc L Kinh Héng. Tiéu t&* nay luén hanh sy can
than, sap dat on thoa dwong di cling la rat binh thuwong.”

Vira dit 16, han nghe thay tiéng ho ctia huynh dé vong dén khong xa:
“Tdi roil!”

Moi ngudi huwdng mat nhin, thay trén mat song ménh mong cé ba chiéc
thuyén 16n n6i dudi nhau, cham chdm ngwgc dong tién tdi, cao cao trén cot
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buom tung bay Dai Thanh long ki, giwong nanh muia vuot trong lan swong,
co don gio6 trd minh. Bdi vi dong nwéc chdy cham, nhitng nguoi kéo thuyén
bén ba song dé dang kéo vao, an wdc co thé nghe thay may tiéng tho hao
tuc tang cda thuyén cong.

“Um, thuyén lin sau, h vé nghiém mat, qua nhién cé hang!” — Hai V6
Cwong dung muc quang lao luyén quan sat quan thuyén dang cham chap
tién vao, doi mat thu lai con mot dwong manh, giong nhw da lang phat ra
anh mat hung phan day duc vong.

“Ra tay thoi!” — han t* mat seo cao hitng rit phan thay thich (1). Han la
Bai Bang nhi duong gia Huéng Ac, danh hiéu Ba Kiém Thiiy Quy Huéng
Ac, 1am cac budn 14i trén song phai khiép hai. Bat qua Huéng Ac tuy 4c, so
ra con kém Hai Long Vuong, cling la Bai Bang lao dai Hai Vo Cuwong. Han
méi la cy ngac hung han tan khoc trén song Truong Giang.

“Khong v6i!” — Hai V6 Cuwong nheo mat trong ba chiéc thuyén 16n dang
cham rai chéo vao, khée miéng 16 ra mot nu cuwdi lanh khéc — “Hum, L
Kinh Hong qua nhién & trén thuyén, ap tai khong phai nha dich binh thuong
ma la binh twéng thiy su, nhan s6 hon tram nguwoi. Xem ra ké ditng dau
“cliing” day.”

“Sao phai so hin?” — Huéng Ac givong phan thiy thich — “trén sdng
Treong Giang, con tén citng dau nao ma Bai Bang ching ta nhai khong
noi!”

“Néi la vay!” — Hai V6 Cuong lan cudi cung phong doan thue lve muc
tiéu, lic nay méi lam dong tac ra Iénh cho cac huynh dé & phia xa. May
huynh dé do lap tic hwéng cac huynh dé hang dau tién huy dong song thu.
bay la am ngtr thong hanh noi bo cua Bai Bang, chi huynh dé trong bang
m&i co6 thé hiéu. N6 giong nhe mot thi ngdon ngit trén bién, la thu ngt lién
lac doc mon cua Bai Bang khi giao lvu trén song nuéc.
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Theo hinh dang tay cua Bai Bang huynh dé, mot chiéc bé go trén song
t@i, co ho mat song khong bi ngan trg. Be go thuan dong xudi xuéng, dan
dan cham vao ba chiéc quan thuyén. Binh tot trén thuyén lan dau gap tinh
huéng nay, tirc thoi chan tay ludéng cudng, khong biét tranh may cai bé 16n
khong ngwdi 1ai nhu thé nao. Ngay lic d6, mot vo twéng tré tudi, voc dang
cao, dang tay doat lay xao tric cta thuyén cong nhay 1én dau thuyén, xao
tric dai hon trugng trd thanh trudng thwong, vira gat vira xoay vira diém,
khong ngo day dugc bé go trd ra. Ching binh t6t dong thanh kéu gioi, cling
hoc theo y, dong tam hiép luc dung trvong thirong hoac xao tric day be go
ra. Ba chiéc quan thuyeén tir trong tran bé go mé duwong, tiép tuc nguwgc dong
tién vao.

“Giéi lam Lt Kinh Hong, qua nhién c6 thyc tai!” — Hai Vo Cuong
ngung than hudng xa xa phia dau thuyén, nhin vo twéng tré tudi cam xao
day bé khong nhin dugc gat dau tan thudng, lai quay dau vé Huéng Ac phat
tay — “dong thu!”

Tiéng tu va danh dong long ngudi nhu tir chan trdi cuén cuén ap xudng
mat song, khién ngwdi phat run, theo tirng tiéng tu va, vo so han ti nhu thuy
quy nau minh dudi nwdc, tir long song dot ngdt nhay 1én bé go, phi trdo
trong tay nhanh nhw chép ném vé ba chiéc quan thuyén. V6 so phi trdo cam
tring man thuyén, ndi quan thuyén va bé go thanh mot khéi. Hai bén man
thuyén kéo theo hon muwoi bé go, khong cach nao nguwge dong tién tGi nita.
Phi thiy cung thét 16n, tay rut doan binh khi tuy than, quat 16n ré6i danh vé
phia quan thuyén. Co ho dong thai, tir rang da ngam bén bd séng, may con
do nhé nhu tén rdi cung, ban thang tGi quan thuyén dang bi vay khon chinh
gitta. Ding trén dau thuyén nho la Hai V6 Cuong, ngao nghé don gio, Nga
Mi thich trong tay dwdi anh binh minh 1ap lanh thiém quang. Kho lau ki sau
luvng han phan phat trong gio, cing vdi tiéng tu va tao ra sat khi lam liét.

“Bai Bang! La Bai Bang!” — binh linh trén thuyén kéu Ién that thanh,
ngir am tran day khing hodng. Bai Bang du khong xem la hac dao bang hoi
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c6 thue lwe manh nhat, nhwng tuyét doi 1a han phi hung tan nhat trén song
nwec, moi nguwoi sém da nghe danh.

“Moi ngudi vao vi tri! Chuan bi nghénh dich!” — L Kinh Hong gat hai
tén thuy phi ti* man thuyén xudng séng, 1ap titc tram giong ha 1énh. Chiing
binh t6t thay cht twéng diém tinh cling dan tran dinh, chia nhau phong tha
cac cuong vi, toan lurc can pha thay phi trén bé go, danh rét xuéng nudc,
thinh thodng lai c6 tiéng nguoi roi tom, mat nwdc lwu lai 16p 16p mau twoi.
Thuy phi trén bé tuy dong, nhung xao tric trong tay Lit Kinh Hong xuat
quy nhap than, bon gidc trong mot lic khong thé xong 1én thuyén.

“Hdo tiéu tt7, ta danh v&i hin!” — Huwéng Ac kéu 16n, tir dd nhé tung
minh nhay 1én be go, lwét trén bé go dap dénh nhuw lwdt trén mat dat, chép
mat da tién sat quan thuyén. Pang mudn dé khi nhay 1én man thuyén, han
chgt nghe tiéng gid rit bén tai, mot ngon xao trac dai lang khong tap kich.
Phan thay thich trong tay Hwéng Ac vung 1én dén duwong, du phong bé
dwgc hwéng dam cda xao tric, nhwng cam thdy canh tay té chon, phan thay
thich thiéu chut nita da rdi tay, than hinh khéng tw cha lui lai may buéc,
xém bwdc hut khéi be, roi xuéng nwdc. Han khéng khoi nguwdc nhin cham
cham vo twdng tré tudi Lit Kinh Hong, nghién rang thot — “L Kinh Hong!”

“Mao tdc vo tri! Ba biét bon twéng quan & day, con dam dén quay
nhiéu?” — Lit Kinh Hong tré xao vao Huwéng Ac, du gip chuyén bat ngd,
van khong c6 chat kinh hoang.

Huwéng Ac cudi hic hic:

“Pirng ndi Lt Kinh Hong nguwoi chi la mét tiéu thuy sw dé doc ¢ Kim
Lang, du Can Long hoang dé c6 dén, lao ti cling khong ngai! Biét khon thi
dé hang hda lai, 1o t&r gitt mang cho nguoi!”

L& Kinh Hong vung tay, xao trtc run lén:

“Co6 ban linh thi ci tir tay bon twéng quan ma lay!”
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“Ldo tit dang c6 y ndy!” — Hwéng Ac néi r6i lai danh vé phia man
thuyén, xao truc cua Lt Kinh Hong lién dap lai. Phan thuy thich 1a binh khi
can chién, can ban uy hiép khéng dwoc doi thu trén thuyén, han nhat thoi bi
L Kinh Hong lam cho ling ting. Dgi lic han lui vé sau thoat than mai
phat hién thi da mudn. Xao tric cia L Kinh Hong nhw giang thién la dia
vong, giam han hoan toan trong Iwéi, khong cach nao thoat than.

Mat thdy d6i phuong sap bi xao tric da thuwong, mot thuy sw phé twéng
dot nhién kinh hoang chay lai bén L Kinh Hong, hé:

“Lit dai nhan, thay phi 1én thuyén roi!”

L Kinh Hong theo 16i han nhin qua, lién thay cé thay phi tréo 1én chiéc
quan thuyén cudi cing. Y danh phai quat manh ba xao, bé mit Huéng Ac
chay di. Ap lyc ddng gom, ca ngudi Huéng Ac khong khéi mém odt roi
xuong be go, nhd lai tinh hinh vira r6i ma trong long kinh hai. Khong phai
vi Lt Kinh Hong khong tha gilt vitng dau dud6i doan thuyén, ban than han
chét chac duwéi xao tric ciaa doi phwong. Han ngung than nhin L Kinh
Hong & dang xa, chi thay xao tric cda y trong khong trung diém xudng,
than hinh nhw phi diéu, tir thuyén quan thit nhat bay qua chiéc thit hai r6i
chiéc th¢ ba. Y vira dén da 1ap titc danh dam thuay phi roi xuéng nwéc.
Chiéc thuyén ay bi quan binh doat lai quyén kiém soat. Nhin thay vay,
Huéng Ac tu tic ludi.

L Kinh Hong tuy diing manh nhung khong cach nao chiéu c6 hét ca ba
chiéc thuyén, binh linh bén canh cang lic cang it, hang héa trén thuyén sé
khong gilt noi, y danh ha 1énh vGi pho tuéng:

“Tram thuyén! B4t luan thé nao hang héa khong duwgc phép roi vao tay
bon thuy phi!”

“Tran thuyén?” — pho twéng ngan nguwoi — “hang hoa gia tri may van,
néu cdp trén truy cttu...”
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“Moi viéc do ta ganh chiu!” — Lir Kinh Hong gian dit — “Hién tai du
chuing ta liéu mang, cling khong giit n6i ba thuyén hang! Néu cho bon thay
phi dwgc tién nghi khong bang giao ca cho long virong!”

“Tuan ménh!” — phé twéng dy bat dac di nhan 1énh. Lénh chim thuyén
ban ra, binh t6t 13p titc dong thu pha thing khoang thuyén, dé nwéc song
tran vao trong. Ba chiéc thuyén bat dau chim dan, nwéc song chdc 1at da
ngap qua san, bao lay khoang thuyén.

“Lao dai! Lir Kinh Hong khong ngo tyw duc thuyén!” — mat thady quan
thuy@n tir ti chim 13 chuyén hoan toan khéng du doan ddi véi Huéng Ac.
Vira suyt chét vé tay Lit Kinh Hong, han khong dam déi dich chinh dién.

“Chim rat hay!” — Hai Vo Cwong ho hitng cudi 16n — “con song nay
rong, nwdc chdy cham, nwdc song trong vat, mac ké trén thuyén chita hang
gi, mot khi chim xuéng nuwdc, chang phai la 1é vat tang cho Hai Long
Vuong ta sao? Ching ta phdi da ta L Kinh Hong, néu han khong duc
thuyén, chiing ta khong biét con phai hi sinh bao nhiéu huynh dé.”

“Lit Kinh Hong tron r6i!” — mot ga bang chiing tré tay, chi thiy trén
thuyén nhé c6 mot ngwoi van bach y khoac bach bao ditng ¢ dau thuyén,
tay cam treong kiém, thuyén theo dong xubi tGi, khong phdi L Kinh Hong
con ai nira?

Huwéng Ac nghi dén suyt chét trong tay y, nghién rang thét:

“Khong thé dé tén d6 bo chay an nhan nhw vay, ching ta mau du6i theo
két liéu han!”

“Bo di, ching ta cau tai khong cau khi! L Kinh Hong dé mat hang héa,
ngay sau tré vé e la cling khong c6 két qua tot.” — Hai Vo Cuong vo vai
Huéng Ac, cudi néi — “Huynh dé néu khong rira duge han, chiing ta cing
kéu lén. Da ta 1é vat ctia Lit dai nhan!”
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Bon chuing hi ha vira cuoi vira ho:
“Pa ta lé vat cta Lt dai nhan! Pata...”

Mat tro da 1én, nudc song phan chiéu mot mau ltra dé. Bé go bi nuwéc
day chang biét vé dau, mat nwdc lai khoi phuc sy yén tinh. V6 so thuy phi
Bai Bang lan ngup duwéi nuwéc, khong ngtrng tim kiém con thuyén bi chim.
Cudi cung c6 thuy phi nho dau 1én, hwéng vé Hai Vo Cuong trén thuyén
bam béo:

“Lao dai! Tim thay thuyén, nhung trong thuyén ngoai trir may thit tap

vat, cai gi cting khong cd!”
“Phéng thi (2)!” — Hai V6 Cuong budc miéng mang — “quan thuyén lin
sau nhw vay, nhu thé nao ma khéng c6 hang héa? Tim lai!”

Tén thiy phi bat dac di lai lan xudng, lat sau hon muwdi tén lan lwgt troi
1én, vé mat déu that vong nhw nhau, khong can hoi ciling biét két qua. Hai
V6 Cuong nhin dong mat nwdc cham chap tha tréi, mat anh 1én than sac
kho hiéu, lam sao cling nghi khong ra la cudi cung da sai & dau. Ranh ranh
quan thuyeén lin nwdc rat sau, khang dinh ché hang hdéa trong lwgng khong
nhe, lam thé nao lai khong cé gi?

Tin titc tao van Truong Giang bi cudp truyén dén kinh su, triéu dinh
phan ng, titc khac phai binh b va D6 Sat Vién triét dé tra an.

Nha m6n D6 Sat Vién luén luon u &m tram buon, khién nguoi ta khong
khai theo ban nang sinh long canh giac. Noi nay la trung tam giam sat quan
vién, quan lai nao dén day ciing khong tw chu dwgc phat sinh cdm gidc run
ray so hai, du la kién twéng dudi treéng ctia Do Sat Vién, Bui Van Long
moi lan dén, trong long ciing c6 cam giac khong thoai mai.

“Van Long, nguoi dén Kim Lang mot chuyén.” — trén mat do sat ngy st
Co Van Trong thiy chung c6 mot uy thé 1anh khoc, chi 1a véi ai twéng
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treéc mat, khée miéng 6ng van hién ra mot tia dm ap — “Kim Lang thay su
de doc Lir Kinh Hong phu trach tao van & Truwong Giang, mdy ngay truGc
danh mat ba thuyén quan, hang hoa gia tri khong it. Thuy phi Trudng Giang
can qudy da kinh dong thanh thwong, hién ngai ha mat chi cho D6 Sat Vién
diéu tra. Nguoi ngoai mat la Binh bd ddc s diéu tra Trweong Giang thuy
phi, thuc té cling la D6 Sat Vién mat st diéu tra Kim Lang thty sw dé doc.
Bay gio trao cho nguoi thanh 1énh, c6 thé tién nghi hanh sy.”

“Lir Kinh Hong?” — Bui Van Long nhuéng may, trong mat 16e 1én than
sdc di dang. Du da trai qua nhiéu nam, nhitng moi lan nghe dén cai tén Lt
Kinh Hong, trong dau han 1ap titc hién ra m6t nam ti anh tuan kiéu ngao,
coi troi bang vung. Nam nam trwdc, chinh y tir tay han da doat mat chitc vo
trang nguyén, ciing doat di tinh yéu ctia sw mudi. Néu sw mudi vi thé ma
song hanh phtc, han du dau kho cting am tham chiic phic nang. Nhung ba
nam triedc sw mudi vi sinh kho ma chét. Ttr d6 veé sau, Bui Van Long da
dem tinh yéu vé&i st mudi bién thanh méi han vai ké da hai chét nang. Bang
tiéc chwra 6 co hdi bao thu, khdng ngd co hdi dot nhién roi xudng. Anh mét
Bui Van Long khong khoi thoang qua chut hung ac lanh léo.

“Thé nao, ngwoi biét han?” — nhin ra than sac khac la cada ai twéng, Co
Van Trong hoi.

“V0 trang nguyén nam dé uy chan triéu dinh, thudc ha du chwa tirng gap
nhitng da nghe qua dai danh.” — Bui Van Long cwoi nhat, mang thu han
gidu vao long. Thiéu nién cao thu nam dé bai dwdi kiém Lt Kinh Hong, da
khong c0 ai nhg duogc.

“Vay a,” — C6 Van Trong vuot rau cdm khai n6i — “No6i dén vo trang
nguyén L Kinh Héng nam do, khong ai trong kinh thanh khong biét? Bang

tiéc, tit khi han rdi kinh thanh dén Kim Lang nhan chitc, dan dan bij lang
quen.”
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“Triéu dinh hoai nghi L{ Kinh Hong va thay phi cau két?” — Bui Van
Long thuan miéng hoi, du doi v6i Lit Kinh Hong cé han thu sau, nhung Bui
Van Long ciing biét kha nang nay rat hiém.

“Khong thé n6i vay.” — Cé Van Trong vu6t chom rau cam, y t¢ tham sau
— “Lit Kinh Hong thiéu nién dac chi, si do (3) bang phang v6 cung, theo l¢é
ma néi quyét khong cdu két thuy phi, ty huy twong lai cia minh. Tuy nhién
tao van lan nay mat that ki qudi, cho nén 1énh cho D6 Sat Vién tra an. Day
ciling 1a quan 1€ cua triéu dinh, khong c6 gi la.”

“Hiéu roi!” — Bui Van Long gat dau — “thudc ha sé tan lyc ma lam, triét
de tra ro su that.”

“Chuyén nay néi 16n khong 16n, n6i nhé khong nho. Néu hoang thugng
héi tdi, Do Sat Vién nhat dinh phai cé giao phé than trong ti mi.” — C6 Van
Trong vira néi vira vo vai i twéng — “Bi nhanh, hy vong nguwoi khong lam
bon quan that vong.”

“Thudc ha nhat dinh khong phu ménh!” — Bui Van Long ti€p lay mat
1énh trong tay thuwong cdp, 1ap titc chap tay cdo lui. Tay cam mat 1énh diéu
tra Kim Lang thty sw, han cAm giac nhw tién do van ménh Lt Kinh Hong
déu nam trong tay, hwng phan khong kim duwgc, chi han khong thé 1ap tic
c6 mdt ¢ Kim Lang.

Chu thich:
(1) vii khi tdm ngan, hinh dang tya trao.
(2) ram thoi, tiéng chi tuc.

(3) duong lam/thang quan.
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Chuong 2: Hong Tu Thién Vii

Kim Lang la thién ha danh thanh, trtr sy huy hoang cta luc triéu c6 do,
phong nguyét song Tan Hoai cho du trai bao triéu dai thay doi, cling van
trang 1€ nhuw xwa. Lic Bui Van Long theo chan ké hau litng thitng tréo 1én
hoa thuyén, ciing khong khéi say mé canh minh nguyét phon tinh tredc
mat.

“Bui dai nhan moi sang day!” — trong hoa thuyén, vai quan lai van
thwong phuc an can goi. Bon ho luan nién ki da lam phu than Bui Van
Long, luan pham cap ciing cao hon han. Chi vi han dén ttr kinh thanh, lai
nam “thwong 1énh”, may dai than dia phwong nay phai than trong ti€p don,
khong dam c6 chit nao cham tré. Du khéng phan biét dwgc ai la pha dai hai
la niét dai, han déu khach khi thi 1é cung moi ngudi, bat qua sy chu y cta
han déu dat vao vi han ttr tré tuoi than khi khong 16. Nam nam khong gap, y
bét di mot chut kiét ngao, nhiéu thém mot chut khi chat 6n dinh tham tram.

Lic moi nguwdi cung ngoi han huyén, mot ngwdi cao tudi hwdng vé Bui
Van Long nang chén, cwdi noi:

“Hom nay dai tiéc tay tran, hi vong dai nhan khong nén cau thic, nhat
dinh phai say mai thoi!”

“Pugc lam!” — Bui Van Long tng pho su ninh not ctia moi nguwdi khéng
lanh lung cling khong nhiét tinh, sy cha y thuy chung dat trén than Lt Kinh
Hong. Thong thuonh danh mat tao van bi dinh chitc xem xét, 1€ ra tam tinh
chéan nén, sac mdt u &m mdi phdi, nhung ltic nay trén mat L& Kinh Hong
nhin khong ra mdt chit 4 rii nao, chi cé nét tiéu diéu kho ta.

Uobng dugc tam tuan, Bui Van Long cgt dua:

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nam nam khong gap, L& huynh phong thai cang hon truéce!”

Li* Kinh Hong than sac kinh ngac, voi nang chung dap le:

“Thi 16i tai ha thién can, khong nhé r6 tirng quen biét thugng sai.”
Bui Van Long cuwoi nhat:

“Nam nam trudc, Lit huynh uy phong chién dau, ngwdi bai dudi kiém
L& huynh nhiéu khong ké hét, Lt huynh nhé khong ra ké thu ha bai twéng
nhu ta cling rat binh thwong. Bat qua Lt huynh cling nén nhé sw mudi dang
thvong cua ta chir?”

“Ngai la sw huynh ctia Van Ta!” — L& Kinh Hong hoi bién sac, nhan ra
thiéu nién cao thu gay khong it phién todi cho y, trong mat y hién 1én mot
tia ho then cung thuwong cam, tira ho dang vi thé tir da khuat ma dau kho.
Tuy nhién Bui Van Long khong nhin ra n6i dau chon gidu cda y, lanh lung
hoi:

“Sut muoi ta van khoe chi?”

L& Kinh Hong ngdy ngudi:

“Van Tu da bat hanh qua doi ba nam roi, 16 nao Bui huynh khong biét?”
Bui Van Long lanh nhat thét:

“Ta chi muo6n chinh miéng huynh chitng thye.”

Hai ngudi déu im lang khong noi, moi ngwdi chung quanh du khong biét
nguyén uy, nhung cling phat giac bau khong khi ndang né tram lang. Mot vi
quan madt trang nhan nhui hoa giai:

“Khong ngo Bui dai nhan va Lir dé doc 1a nguoi quen, thuc la khéo qua.
Bat qua hom nay la chiing ta tiép don Bui dai nhan, Lit dé doc dé hém khac

https://thuviensach.vn



cung Bui dai nhan hop mdt nhé!”

“Hop mat ciing khong can!” — Bui Van Long lanh nhat — “Lan nay ha
quan phung thwong 1énh diéu tra triét dé vu an tao van bi cuép, con nho Liv
de doc giup d& nhiéu mdi duoc.”

L Kinh Hong roi ché 6m quyén dap:
“Lit mo6 nhat dinh toan luc phoi hgp véi dai nhan diéu tra.”
Bui Van Long khé vu6t cam:

“Ta nghién cttu qua vu tao van bi cuép, thiy phi Bai Bang chuan bi day
da, ké hoach chu toan, hién nhién sém biét hanh trinh ctia Li* dai nhan. Néu
L dai nhan khéng duc chim thuyén, ching nhat dinh c6 thé dac tha. Khong
biét hanh trinh ctia chw vi con nhitng ai biét?”

L& Kinh Hong nghi mot cht:
“Trwr toi va thuy sw pho twéng, chi cé phu dai dai nhan biét hanh trinh.”

Bui Van Long con muon héi tiép, quan vién mat trang nhan nhui ban
ndy da cuoi noi:

“Hom nay la tiép don dai nhan, chi ban phong nguyét, dirng ban cong
vu. Hoa khéi Hong Tu ¢6 nwong ctia Tan Hoai ching t6i s6m da doi Bui
dai nhan dén ma dang hién vii diéu, dai nhan ciing khong nén cham tré véi
mi nhan!”

Bui Van Long khong thé tir ch6i nén chi cudi nhat, trrong 1ong biét quan
quan bao vé nhau la thong 1é chon quan treong, du Lit Kinh Hong c6 lam
sai diéu gi, may vi quan lai nay déu liéu minh che dau. Chi c6 hoan toan
nam chac, ddm quan dia phwong ran chudt cung hang nay mdi hi sinh dong
liéu dé bao vé minh. Néu mudn triét dé diéu tra L Kinh Héng cung thuy sw
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ctay, e rang chi c6 thé dya vao ban than. Nghi dén d6 han lai vudt cam, doi
v6i dé nghi vira r6i khong cu tuyét. Vién quan dé thay thé vo tay, vai doan
thiéu nit xinh dep 1ap titc cam dan di tdi gitta khoang, trirdc tién khom minh
thi 1é v&i moi ngwai, sau do lui vao mét goc chinh day dan. Mot Iic nita,
tiéng dan thanh thoat nhw dong sudi trong tréo, dinh dinh dang dang tran ra,
khién ngudi ta tinh than thoai mai.

Bui Van Long thdy mdy thiéu ni¥ du xinh xan dong long ngudi, nhung
hoan toan khong phai tuyét sac, khong biét trong ddy ai mdi la hoa khoi.
Pang doan dinh, chot nghe tiéng dan khan cap, mét nit t& vGi ong tay do dai
phiéu phiéu bat try, xoay chuyén nhu tdn may nhiéu sac, tir ngoai ctra nhe
nhang di tGi, tay 4o uén lwgn nhw cau vong lap lanh, di chuyén khéo 1éo
nhu tién t&r giang tran, khién ngudi xem khong khoi si ngoc.

Tiéng nhac dan dan cham rai, nit t& d6 di chuyén vong quanh hai lwot
cling dirng lai, dang mao xinh dep ditng gitta khoang thuyén, vé mat lanh
nhw bang khong mang chit quyén rii cua ca ki, day chi la nét dep lanh 1éo
va thuan khiét ctia dao tri tién ttr.

DPoi nhin rd dung mao vii nit do, sac mat Bui Van Long dot nhién dai
bién, chung rwgu suyt nita roi khéi tay. Nang thuc sy rat giong sw mudi da
qua doi, ngay ca bo dang lanh 1éo nhw bang birc ngudi xa ngan dam cting
twong tw. Bui Van Long kinh nghi, lai thay ni t& khong kiéu ki cling khong
khiém cung tw ton thot:

“Tiéu nit Hong Ty, thinh an chw vi dai nhan!”

“Hay!” — moi ngudi cung lén tiéng tan thwong — “Cé thé duwgec Hong Tu
c6 nwong ty minh hién vii, chiing ta that c6 nhan phac!”

Su kinh nghi lic dau ctia Bui Van Long da qua di, khong khoi danh gia
can trong hoa khéi trudc mat. Lic nay han m@i phat gidc nang va sw mudi
van c6 chut khac biét, du dang mao ngii quan tiwong ti, nhwng trong mat suw
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muodi anh 1én sy trong sang nhw dong su6i nho lang dong, 1a nit t¥ bat luan
thé nao cling khong toan tinh.

Bui Van Long dang mién man suy nghi, nit tir da mda theo tiéng nhac,
khi thi nhw bwdm muon sac tung bay, khi thi nhw chim yén veé rirng, khién
d6i mat ngwoi xem nhw duwgc chiéu dai yén tiéc. Mac du & kinh sw da xem
qua cac loai vii cg, nhung do6i véi vi co nwong triréc mat ma so sanh, ho déu
la son ké so v6i phwgng hoang. Bui Van Long xem dén nhw say nhu mé,
khong khoi khen tham: qua nhién khéng hé la hoa khoi Tan Hoai!

Bong nhién, khée miéng nit tir khé nhéch 1én tao thanh nu cuwdi 6n nhu,
mdc du chi liéc qua, cling khién Bui Van Long ngam dong tam. Song han
1ap titc phat giac, su diu dang hiém hoi nay tinh khong phai danh cho han,
ma danh cho ai dé & goc khac. Thuan theo hwéng nhin ctia &nh mat au yém
do, Bui Van Long lién trong thay vé si mé tran ngap trén nét mat Lt Kinh
Hong. Muc quang cé hai nguwdi ho chi giao nhau khoang khac ngan ngui,
nhuwng loai cAm gidc tdm y twong thong dé khong qua dwgce doi mat tinh
minh nhv than ctia Bui Van Long.

Khong thé ngo sw mudi qua doi chwa dén ba nam, L Kinh Héng da co
niém vui m@Gi! Bui Van Long ngam noi gian, tuy nhién nghi t6i ni t& nay
v6i st mudi giong nhau nhu vay, trong long y diu di doi chut, cé 1é L Kinh
Hong xem nang nhu sw muoi da ta thé.

Luc tiéng nhac dinh, ngudi dirtng mda, moi nguwdi vui vé vo tay am am.
Trong tiéng ung hd ctia moi ngwdi, Hong Tu khé thi 1€ r6i nhanh chéng tui

ra. Bui Van Long thdy ho hang hai, khong khoi cudi thot:

“Néu moi nguoi thich thu nhw vay, sao khong dé Hong Tu c6 nwong
mua mot vi diéu nita?”

Moi nguoi ha ha cwoi, nhung khong ai noi 10i huwang trng. Bui Van Long
dang cam thdy ki quai, 1do gia bén canh cuwdi dap:
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“Bui dai nhan c6 cho khong biét, Hong Tu ¢6 nwong khong phai vii nit
tam thuwong, khong bao gid vi tién tai ma ca mia. Nang néu cao hitng, sé vo
diéu kién hién tang vii diéu; nang néu khong thich, cho du tén ca nii vang
cling dirng mong nang dong long. Hom nay Hong Tu c6 nwong chinh 1a lan
dau tién hién vii bén ngoai Thiém Hwong Lau, ching ta c6 thé moi nang
dén da la ngoai mong dogi roi, néu lai muén nang mua nita, e la...”

“Thanh lau vii ki c6 gi dac biét chi?” — Bui Van Long cuwdi lanh, vira roi
L Kinh Hong va Hong Tu nhay mat dwa tinh, khudy dong long do ki de
nén da lau, han khong nhi dugc budng 16i mia mai — “Chuw vi dai nhan la
phu mau mot phwrong, khong ngd nang niu moét vii ki nhw phwong hoang,
that khién nguoi ta khong thé hiéu ndi! Ty phu thé nao cling bat qua 1a vii
co xuwdng hat, ta chang tin nang dam khong né mat chw vi dai nhan. Hom
nay néu khong cé vii nhac ctia nang trg hitng, yén tiéc nay qua nhién vo vi,
khong bang nén dep cho r6i.”

Tuy néi moi ngwoi ngdi day phan 16n pham cap déu hon Bui Van Long,
nhuwng han la dac st tay nam thwong 1énh, ai cling khong dam dac t6i. Tuy
nhién muon Hong Tu lai mua, thi c6 chit khé khan. Ho khong khoi dwa mat
nhin nhau, déu 16 vé khé xtr. Lic nay, chi thay Lt Kinh Hong diéng lén roi
cho, huéng Bui Van Long 6m quyén noi:

“DPai nhan, tiép day con c6 sy an bai Tan Hoai Tt Diém vi dai nhan hau
rwou trg hitng, dai nhan ha tat vi mot canh cay, khong nhin dén ca khu
rung.”

Néu do ngudi khac khuyén gidi, Bui Van Long phan 16n sé thuan nuéc
day thuyén, quyét khong lam kho ai. Du sao than tai quan treong, it nhiéu
cting hiéu dao li x thé linh hoat. Nhung sy ngan can cta L Kinh Hong
trai lai khoi 1én oan han de nén lau nay trong long Bui Van Long, han cuoi
lanh hoéi:
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“Tan Hoai T Diém? Vay khong phai hoa khoi a? Khong biét Tan Hoai
c6 may hoa khoi day? Néu con c6 ngwoi thit hai, vay chi bang dé nang ta
thay thé.”

Vé mat L Kinh Hong tram xuéng:

“Pa la hoa khoi, duwong nhién chi c6 mot, Bui dai nhan day la lam kho
nguoi khac ro6i.”

“Co gi kho khan nhi?” — Bui Van Long cuoi lanh — “Chi 1a ca ki sé c6
cai gia riéng, ching ta thwdng nhiéu ngan lwgng, sao goi la lam khé? Lir dai
nhan doi v6i Hong Tu ¢6 nwong chang 1€ c6 y riéng, bdi vay mdi bao vé.
Néu ding thé, Lt dai nhan nén vi nang chudc than, lai khong phai can tré
hirng thu ctia moi nguoi.”

“Ngai...” — L Kinh Hong hai mat tri'ng tri'ng, muo6n phat tac, vira lac
ay, chi nghe bén ngoai khoang thuyén vong t6i mot thanh am trong tréo
lanh lung:

“Pa dugce Bui dai nhan chiéu 6, Hong Tu nguyén vi dai nhan hién tang

thém vii diéu!”

Loi vira ditt, da thady Hong Tu cham rai tién vao. Nang vira nay hién
nhién nghe dwoc sy tranh chap bén trong khoang, bai vay méi dong than,
gidi vay cho L Kinh Hong.

Moi nguoi nghe thdy bén thé phao nhe nhém, r6i ao ao khen phai. C6
ngwoi am tham bao Lt Kinh Hong lui xudng, c6 nguwdi ninh bg Bui Van

Long:

“Péu nho thé dién Bui dai nhan, ching toi cling dwoc tiéng lay! Theo ha
quan biét, Hong Tu c6 nwong lan dau tién khiéu vii lién tiép hai diéu!”
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Thay Hong Tu dap ¢ng, L Kinh Hong danh 4m tc ng6i xudng. Bui
Van Long ty minh rét day chung rwgu, nang ly hwéng Hong Tu cuwdi nobi:

“Pugc Hong Tu c6 nwong né mat, tai ha khéng c6 gi dé kinh, muwon
chung regu nay vi ¢o nwong giup vui! Nguoi dau, thay ta thwéng regu cho
Hong Tu c6 nwong!”

Tuy tung 1ap tirc tiép 14y chung, bung dén tredc mat Hong Tu. Moi
nguai lai bién sac, Hong Tu c6 nwong chwa bao gio tiép rwgu, huéng ho con
la chung rwgu da uong qua. Ho duong khong biét gidi vay thé nao, thi thay
Hong Tu than nhién dén ldy chung rwgu, kiéu hanh xa mot cai:

“Pa ta dai nhan ban ruwgu!”
No6i xong lién chang ngan ngai hép mot ngum!

“Hay! Sang khoai” — Bui Van Long v0 tay cudi 16n — “Day mdi khong
ho la hoa khoi Tan Hoai! Moi ngwdi nén vi Hong Tu ¢6 nwong can mot
chung, t6 kinh y!”

Moi nguwoi ran ran khen phdi, nhat thdi nang chung maoi nhau. Chi c6 L
Kinh Hong phién mudn, ng6i yén bat dong. Bui Van Long thay vay ca cuoi
tréu:

“Lit dai nhan vi sao khong uong? Chang 1€ Hong Tu c6 nwong khong
dang dé ngai kinh ruegu?”

L Kinh Hong nghiém mat lanh lung, khong hé dong day, du bén canh
c6 thuwgng quan dwa mat ra 1énh, y cling nhin ma khéng thdy. Ching quan
lai déu 16 vé khong hai 1ong, hién nhién la gian han khéng biét tot xau, hét
lan nay tdi 1an khac dac t6i thwgng sai. Hong Tu thay thé lién cham rai budc
t6i tredc ban L Kinh Hong, ty minh cham ruwgu, cwdi khé noi:

“Mong L dai nhan né mat!”
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L Kinh Hong chan chtr choc lat, nhin chung regu Hong Tu cham, cudi
cung nang chung uéng can. Moi ngudi déu vo tay, c6 ngudi cuoi tréu:

“Sdm biét co thé dwgc Hong Tu ¢6 nwong dich than rét regu, 1ao phu
cling nén khéng uéng méi phai!”

Moi nguoi cuwdi ran, chuyén khong hai long sém tan bién. Tt trong tiéng
cuoi hoan hi cta ho, tiéng nhac lan nita vang 1én, Hong tu bat dau huy dong
tay 40, mot lan nita vi moi ngwoi hién vii. Du Hong Tu va Lit Kinh Hong
cudi cung déu nhuwgng bo, nhung Bui Van Long khong hé vira y. Han thay
Hong Tu nhwong bo 1a vi giai vay cho Lit Kinh Hong, ma Lit Kinh Hong
khuat phuc ciing chi la né mat Hong Tu. Diéu nay trai lai lam ngon Itra d6
ki dé nén trong nguc Bui Van Long lai thiéu dot, phang phat nhw lic nhin
thay st mudi roi bé han.

Bay gid revgu udng dugce tam tuan, ai ndy déu co vai phan say. Hong Tu
cling mda dugce mot lic, dang mudn khom ngudi cao lui, lai nghe Bui Van
Long mugn men rugu tréu cot:

“Héng Tu c6 nwong dirng di, dém nay boi tiép tai ha qua dém nao.”

Loi vira néi xong, nguwdi nguwdi bién sac, bén canh 1ap titc cé ngudi thap
giong canh tinh:

“Bui dai nhan, Hong Tu c6 nwong ban nghé khong ban than, mong dai
nhan thit t6i.”

“Ban nghé khong ban than?” — Bui Van Long cuoi lanh — “N@ tir ca mua
nhw cac ngudi, bat qua déu co gia rieng. Chi can qua tang nhiéu, ta chang
tin nang khong ban. Néi xem, mot dém can bao nhiéu ngan lwgng?”

L&i vira ditt, Lir Kinh Hong da vo ban ditng 1én:
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“Hong Tu c6 nwong khong phai hang xuwéng ki tam thwdng, dai nhan xin
tw trong.”

Bui Van Long von khong phéi nguoi cdy thé khong noéi dao i, cling
chang phai 4c ba cay thé hiép nguwdi chon thanh lau. Nhwng Hong Tu va L
Kinh Hong quan hé map ma, khién trai tim tirng thwong ton ctia han bi kich
dong. Nam do6 s mudi roi bé han, han chi biét buén ba dau thwong. Nhung
hom nay, han khong tin ngay cd mot vii ki cling tranh khong lai v&i L Kinh
Hong. Nghi vay han khong quéan hau qua, mugn hoi regu quat 16n:

“Nguoi dau! Gilt Hong Tu ¢6 nwong lai cho ta! Ba vao phuong ca mua,
con gia vo thanh cao, thuan khiét gi chit?”

May tuy tung mang theo tr kinh sw khong dé y quan lai dia phwong, lién
nghe 1énh buwéc ra, ngan can Hong Tu dang dinh bé di. L Kinh Hong thay
thé viegt qua mat moi nguwdi budc téi, bat kiém chan tredc mat Hong Ty,
hwéng Bui Van Long cam han thét:

“Pai nhan chdé vo 1e!”

Truong kiém han quang lanh 1o khién Bui Van Long tinh tdo vai phan,
mdy nam qua, kiém cda Lt Kinh Hong van sac bén nhu treéc. Danh gia
qua vé mat kién quyét ctia L& Kinh Hong, Bui Van Long cwoi lanh thot:

“Pugc lam! Vi mot vii co, ngwoi ddm doi véi binh bo ddc sit ma bat

"’

kiém, xem ra thuy su dé d6c ngwoi khong mudn lam nita r6i
Quan lai bon phia déu 6 lén:
“Li dai nhan mau thu kiém, dirng kinh dong Bui dai nhan!”

L& Kinh Hong d6i vdi 16i tradch méc cta ho gia vo khong nghe, chi
trirng mat nhin Bui Van Long néi:
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“Mong Bui dai nhan khoan dung rong lwgng, dé Hong Tu c6 nwong roi
khoi!”

“Néu ta khong wng?” — Bui Van Long cwoi lanh. Han thwe khong mudn
bitc ép Hong Tu, chi 1a khong thé dé dang bu6ng tha vi dé doc dang bi dinh
chitc diéu tra ma van cao ngao nhw xwa. Nam ay tai treong bai dwdi tay doi
phwong, chinh 1a tai khong bang ngudi, khong gi phién trach; hém nay ban
than tay nam thwgng 1énh phung chi diéu tra, néu lai lui buwéc béi kiém doi
phuong, ca doi ditng mong ngang cao dau tredc mat Lt Kinh Hong.

Hai ngudi nhw hai con bo dwe d6i mat nhau, déu khong chiu théi lui.
Ngay ldc nay, chi thady Hong Tu chuyén minh ngdn cdn gitta hai nguoi, yéu
kiéu xa Bui Van Long:

“Bui dai nhan, Hong Tu than & phwong ca muda, nhung xwa nay bang
thanh ngoc khiét. Néu dai nhan nhat dinh bitc ép, Hong Tu chi con duong
chét ma théi.”

Khong biét thé nao, doi dién anh mat lanh 1o nhw bang ctia Hong Tu,
Bui Van Long khong tu chu lién nhé t6i s mudi. Nam dy nang muon roi
bé han, cling 1a dung cai chét dé uy hiép. Trong long han tw dung x6t xa,
lanh nhat thot:

“Nang bat tat n6i nang quyét liét nhw vay, tai ha bat qua 1a uéng nhiéu
rgu nén noi can, Hong Tu c6 nwong khong can xem nhu that.”

N6i réi vung tay, may ga tuy tung lién vang lénh tranh ra.
“Pa ta dai nhan thong hiéu!” — Hong Tu cudi dau vai, lién nghiéng minh
cdo lui. Bgi nang di roi moi nguwdi mdi thd phao, déu hwéng Bui Van Long

nang chung kinh regu. Bat qua hitng thu cia han sém da giam di, mat tw
say hoa tinh, khoat tay noi:
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“Hom nay tdi day thoi, tai ha tu lwgng khong bang, ngay sau sé cung
chu vi dai nhan tan hirng.”

Ho dua tién tan bén, xe ngwa s6m da dgi & day. Sau khi Ién xe, dgi han
néi 10i tir biét, xe ngwa thang tién dich quan, trén dwong, tuy tung danh xe
nho giong bam béo:

“Pai nhan, phong moi ngai tim da c6 tin tic, dém nay dai nhan cé tiép
kién ngay khong?”

“Pbiéu d6 duwong nhién!” — Bui Van Long lién trat han con say, trong mat
anh ra han quang hung phan cta loai da lang. Danh hiéu Thiét Dién Than
Tham cua D6 Sat Vién tuyét khong ty nhién ma c6. Ngay khi han cting
quan lai dia phwong xa giao, tht ha ctia han da nhw wng khuyén bat dau thu
thadp manh méi. M6t mat tham thanh cong khong can chuyén gi cling tw
lam, ma phai biét lam sao chi huy mét déi hanh dong hiéu qua.

Dua vao thanh xe nham mat dudng than, khée miéng Bui Van Long
vuon nu cuwdi ty dac. Trong tiru yén dém nay, han da thanh c6ng lam moi
ngwoi nhin thdy mét ga cuéng vong tw dai, muc trung vo nhan, giéng nhw
ké tiéu nhan dac chi, loai ngwoi nhu vay thuong khong hé khén khéo. Bui
Van Long thich dé ké khach danh gia thap ban than, chi c6 vay ké bi diéu
tra m@i mat canh giac, khong can than dé 16 so hé. Lic han tra an luén
mang nhitng ai c6 lién quan xem la toi pham, thiét 1ap bay dé ching ti nhay
vao, do la lac tha 16n nhat cua han.

Mot vu tao van bi cudp, quan lai & Kim Lang déu c6 hiém nghi, nhat la
Lit Kinh Hong! Du y thuc s trong sach, cling khong thé dé y dé dang vuot
qua tra xét! Bui Van Long nhéch mo6i lanh €0 cuwdi, twa nhw nét xao tra cta
ho ly.
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Chuong 3: Hinh Tan Birc Cung

Cénh bao: Chwong nay c6 doan chong chi dinh véi ngwdi doc sg chuot.

Quan dich da bi Bui Van Long chiém cit hét thdy, ngwdi khong phan suw
khong dwogc tuy tién ra vao. Béi vay, lic nay han cé thé an tam tiép kién bat
ki ai, khong can lo lang tai vach mach ritng. Khi tré lai quan dich da la dau
canh, Bui Van Long khéng mang dén sy mét moi sau tiéc rugu, lap tire triéu
nguwoi han muén gap dén.

Mot han tr trung nién hén mon bi dan vao phong, nhin trang phuc giong
mot tén con do tam thwong, nhwng con ngwai linh dong cung ct chi lao
luyén cho thay ga c6 sy khon khéo ma mét ga con do binh thuwong khong
thé cé. Budc qua ctra ga cling khong noi gi, chi buéng xu6i tay khom lung,
trén mat mang chut tiéu y, nhin Bui Van Long khong néi 10i nao.

Bui Van Long pham dinh chitng dwgc tuan tra, thay doi phwong tinh
khong cé chiat nao gap ruat hay bat an, ltic nay mdéi hai long gat dau:

“Qua nhién khong ho la phong moi giéi nhat Kim Lang?”

“Tiéu nhan Phuc Toan, dai nhan cit goi tiéu nhan A Toan la dugc.”
“Um, A Toan, tin tifc ngudi ta mudn tim c6 chii?”

Han t cuoi theo dap:

“Pugc hong phtic dai nhan, tiéu nhan cudi cung tim dugc ngudi dai
nhan can. Bat qua do la con ca 16n, nén gia ca...”
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Ga luru manh nao ciling c6 chit ban linh v6 lai, gidi trom cap, lira gat,
nhung gioi tim tin titc, loai nguwdi do giang ho tuc xuwng “phong méi”. Bui
Van Long trudce khi t6i Kim Lang, da phai tha ha di trudc mét budce, dén
Kim Lang tim kiém phong méi linh 1gi nhéat dia phwong, cho nén han vira
dén Kim Lang lan dau tién, bubi tdi lién c6 tin titc dwa tdi. Vi pha an can
thiét, Bui Van Long mac ké doi phuwong thira dip nang gia, 16i ra mot tdm
ngan phiéu nhung chwa voi dwa, lanh giong:

“Chi can da phan lwgng, gia ca khong thanh van dé. Bat qua néu nguoi
mang loai tom tép tam thwong dén, can than ta cat lwdi nguoi day!”

“Tiéu nhan khong dam!” — A Toan dén 14y ngan phiéu, nhin thdy con so
trén do, nét mat khong khoi 16 ra nu cwdi man nguyén, gap ngan phiéu lai
than nhién thét:

“Mot “thuy quy” ndi danh, khong biét cé dugce xem la ca 16n chwa?”

“Nguoi néi dén nhi duong gia Bai Bang, Huéng Ac?” — sdc mit Bui
Van Long vui mirng — “Han & dau?”

A Toan cuoi bi 0i:

“Han dwong nhw mé man mot c6 nwong ¢ Tan Hoai, thwong dén Thiém
Hwong Lau mua vui. Dai nhan néu dén diung lic, néi khong chirng cé thé
gdp han?”

“Han di vao lic nao?” — Bui Van Long hoi gap, thay doi phwong cudi
ma khong dap, han chgt tinh ngd, lai ném tam ngan phiéu ra. A Toan chop
lay ngan phiéu, méi cuwdi néi — “Han thuwong dén Thiém Huwong Lau vao lic
hoang hon, ngay thi khong xac dinh. Tuy nhién dai nhan van khi t6t, néu t6i
mai dén Thiém Hwong Lau, biét dau chirng sé gap dwoc han.”

Thiém Hwong Lau la mot trong nhitng thanh 1au noi tiéng ven Tan Hoai
dém trén dau ngoén tay, Bui Van Long cling nghe qua. Trudc khi dén Kim
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Lang, han da nghién cttu 16i tdu cta Lir Kinh Hong, vi d6 tin cdy cta tdu
chiét 1a chia khoa quan trong dau tién dé tim ra ké cuwdp. Bai Bang luon hoat
dong & Treong Giang, co tién trong tay roi kho tranh khong dén Kim Lang
thé gidi phon hoa dé hwéng thu. Han von chi thit nghiém, hi vong c6 thé tim
thay lau la Bai Bang ¢ Kim Lang, khong ngo tim duwgc nhi dwong gia Bai
Bang, lam han cyc ki vui mirng. Bat qua nét mat han khong doi sac, nhat
giong:

“Nguwoi tam & quan dich hai ngay, néu tin tifc ciia ngwoi chuan xac, ta sé
trong thwéng. Bang khong! Hur! Nguwoi dau!”

Mot thu ha da vang r6i di vao. Bui Van Long phat tay, ga tha ha mac sy
giang co ho hoan ctia A Toan, lap tic ap giai ra ngoai. Hai ké dé di r6i, Bui
Van Long khong dan dugc hung phan, di di lai lai trong phong, sau dé vo
tay mot tiéng, han ti hac y tién vao. Bui Van Long phan phé:

“Triéu hoi cac huynh dé, t6i mai theo ta lam dai su!”

Hac y nhan lang 1€ lui ra, trong phong lién khéi phuc tinh lang va am
dam ban dau.

Hoang hon ngay thi hai, Bui Van Long dan theo tuy tung xuat hién &
Thiém Hwong Lau bén bo Tan Hoai. Du chi mac thwong phuc, nhung lao ta
ba nhin nguwdi vo so, tir khi dé ctia han da nhan ra than phan khéng tam
thwdng, v6i an can moi vao. Bui Van Long trong thdi gian con sé'm, lién
goi co nwong 1én lau hau rwgu. Cira s6 phong vira van c6 thé nhin ra ctra 16n
Thiém Hwong Lau. Han m6t mdt cung nit t ti€p rwgu tranh danh dong ran,
mot mat chud y khach nhan vao ctra. N ti¢ hau riegu thady tdm han c6 diéu
khong yén, lién cwoi 1ay long:

“Cong tir 1a dgi Hong Tu ¢6 nwong hién vii sao? Khé trach do6i vGi no
gia khong hé hirng thd.”
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“Hong Tu? Hoa khoi Tan Hoai, Hong Tu?” — Bui Van Long c6 chut bat
ngo — “Nang dy ciing & Thiém Huwong Lau?”

“Phai r6i. Hong Tu chinh la mén bai ctia Thiém Hwong Lau chiing t6i!”
— N t¥ 101 n6i chiva ham y, cwdi néi — “Bat qua cling khong hau rugu,
khong tiép khach nhan qua dém, cho nén cong t¥ thwéng thirc vii ki cia
Hong Tu ti ti r6i, con lai do n6 gia hau cong t¥ 1én giwong nhé.”

Bui Van Long dinh cv tuyét, thi thay tuy tung bén ngoai ctta ra dau. Han
quay dau nhin xuong, thady mot han t& mat day seo & gitta mot ddm dai han
dang tién vé Thiém Hwong Lau. Han ti tudi hon t tuan, vé mat xam ngoét,
vira trong da biét 1a nhan vat hung ac. Du than mac phu quy bao, y phuc
giong mot ga thwong budn tam thwdng, tuy nhién Bui Van Long chi liéc
mat da nhan ra d6i phwong chinh 1a ngwdi minh muén tim. Han treedc khi
dén Kim Lang, dac biét dén hinh bo 1ay hoa twgng vai dau linh Bai Bang,
hinh d4ang Ba Kiém Thity Quy Huéng Ac dé phan biét nhat.

Mac du da an bai tha ha lan vao khach bon phwong dé mai phuc, Bui
Van Long van c6 doi phan khong an tam, dinh tim c¢é xu6ng lau xem xét,
chot nghe dwéi lau vong 1én tran tran am 1, khong it khach nhan mirng r&
hoan ho:

“Hong Tu ¢ nwong ra roi! Hong Tu c6 nwong ra roi!”

Bui Van Long budc ra hanh lang, chi thiy san trong da dat mot cai dai
mau sac. Gitra dai la mot cai trong da bo, trong to hon vong tay hai nguoi
om, ngay ca dai trong cling cao hon hai nguwoi, dat trén mat dat can ban
cling khéng cach nao go, bon phia khong thay dat ghé hay cang dé nang
ngwoi. Bui Van Long nghi khong ra cai trong dung lam gi. Dai da bi vo s6
khéach bao vay. Moi ngudi dang hao hitng ché dgi mot cai gi d6. Huéng Ac
cling lan vao trong.

https://thuviensach.vn



MaAy nit t& choi nhac ng6i hai bén dai, chinh day chuan bi. Chi thay
Hong Tu véi treong tu phiéu phiéu lanh diém tir tiéng hoan ho cia moi
nguoi nhe nhang nhdy 1én dai, thu vat o thi 1é t phia, cao giong thot:

“Pa ta chw vi dén Thiém Hwong Lau, Hong Tu hom nay sé vi moi ngwoi
hién tang mot diéu mua tréng co6!”

Trong tiéng ho reo am am, nhac lang 1é tr6i 1én, Hong Tu trén dai bat
dau trién khai treong tu, khiéu vii nhe nhang quanh chiéc tréng 1én. Tuy
md&i bat dau chi l1a civ dong eo lwng, hoat dong chan tay, nhung ciling du
khién ngwdi mé man. Tiéng 6n ao dinh tai dwdi dai ngtrng han, moi ngudi
trong nhay mat bi diéu vii cia Hong Tu hap dan, muc quang déu theo dudi
dang dap Hong Ty, nguwdi nguwdi that than cham chu.

Tiéng nhac dan dan nhanh hon, vii diéu cia Hong Tu ciing ngay cang
gdp, truong tu bay lwgn co hé vay lay toan than nang. Tiéng nhac tr6i nhanh
nhw nwéc chdy dot nhién né vang, tira nwdc song cuon cudn nhap bién 16n,
danh dong tang tang séng cuon. Cung ldc, than anh Hong Tu bong dung
lang khong wit 1én, sau mét cai 1on nguwoi da dap xudng mat trong trén cao,
dong tac ding lai, phang phat tira Diéu Tri tién co cuwdi gio bay bong.

“Hay!” — Moi ngudi buong 10i khen nggi am am nhu 1a bi don nén da
lau chot bao phat. Tiéng nhac bong cham rai, tva hé dong nuwdc sau khi do
vao bién 16n, cudi cung da nhap cung dai dwong v han. Hong Tu nwong
theo ti€éng nhac bat dau vii 1ong trén mat trong, Iic nhuw tién nit tan hoa, lic
twa thai diép phién phién, trén mat tréng tam thwong toat ra than thai phiéu
dat, uyén chuyén nhu chim yén vé t6, manh mé nhue wng vo canh trong
khong trung. Khoanh khac nhac dirng, dong tac dinh lai, dang vé nang
ngung két thanh bitc twgng dep dén cung cue, lam Bui Van Long cling quén
mat muc dich chuyén di.

Cho dén ltic tiéng hoan ho bao phat lan nita, Bui Van Long méi tic thoi
thitc tinh. Huéng Ac dang chd ddm ngudi tré vé chd, may tiy ting g thét
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10i khen vang ddi. Lic nay ching khach nhan bo tién tdng thwdéng, mang
ngan lugng va bai thiép giao cho lao ti ba, hong nhan dwgc 16i moi cia
Hong Tu c6 nwong. Huwéng Ac ciing t6 ¥ bdo mdt tén tiy ting mang ngan
phiéu va bai thiép giao cho ti ba. Ba ta nhan lay r6i xem qua, 1ap titc hung
phan 16n tiéng:

“Vi Huwéng chuéng quy day thuéng Hong Tu ¢ nuong ndm tram lwgng
bac! La nam tram lugng!”

Ching nhén tac ludi, mdt c6 nwong Tan Hoai gia mot dém cling khong
qua ba dén nam lwgng bac, chi mét diéu vii da thwédng nam tram lwong, tu
nhién la viéc lam khoa trong cue ki hiém thay. May lvong bac moi nguoi
bé ra thwdng ciing khong phai la khong coi duwgc, bat qua cho du nhu thé, ti
ba thu tién da cé chit nwong tay.

Hong Tu twa ho doi véi tién thudng ciia moi nguwdi khong hé dé y, co y
muon cdo lui, chgt nghe dwdi dai cé ngwoi ho to:

“Hong Tu c6 nwong, tai ha mady hom nay da vi nang tiéu ton may ngan
lwgng, c6 nwong xem ta ham mo nhu thé, hom nay nhat dinh phai boi ta
mot chung.”

Hong Tu theo tiéng ngwdi nhin ra, nhan thay ngwdi 16n tiéng ho héan dé
la hao khach vira r6i da thwdng nam tram lwgng bac, bat qua nang van mat
khong biéu cam, than nhién thét:

“Hong Tu chwa bao gio hau ruegu, mong khach quan thi t6i.”
“Khong hau rugu, hau gidc ngu ciing duge.” — hao khach no 16n tiéng

cot giéu — “Hong Tu c6 nwong mai néu gia, chi can nang néi dugc, tai ha

"’

quyét khéng ham ho

Hong Tu gian dén mat do birng, dang mudn chuyén than bé di, lai bi
may han t& ngan can trén dai, hao khach ciing bay lén dai, nhin Hong Tu
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chap tay noi:

“Tai ha do6i v6i nang mot mure si tinh, mong Hong Tu ¢6 nwong moi

"’

rrou ta mot 1an nao

Bui Vin Long dang lo c6 nhiéu ngudi, néu mudn bit Hwéng Ac & day,
nhat dinh sé dan dén hon loan cyc 16n, khé phong dwgce ga thira co dao
thoat. Nay thdy Huéng Ac dua cot Hong Ty, hin tdm co linh dong, dot
nhién goi l6n:

“Ditng tay!”

Loi chwa dit, han da nhay xuéng lau, vitng vang dap trén dai, vira khéo
kéo Hong Tu ra phia sau.

“Tén tap chiing & dau ra thé, con khong mau ctt cho lao t&!” — Hudng
Ac thdy mot ngudi tré tudi can dudng, vung tay mudn day xuéng dai, ai ngd
trdo vira cham ngwc doi phwong da bi han dé dang lui lai né tranh. Huéng
Ac ring minh, biét gip phai ké luyén vo, khong khéi dwa mét danh gia doi
phuong, lanh lung hoi:

“Cac ha la ai?”
Bui Van Long cudi nhat:

“Tai ha la ai khdng quan trong, chi 1a Héng Tu c6 nwong khéng hau
rigu, khach quan khong nén mién cuGng.”

Lic nay Hong Tu da nhan ra Bui Van Long, trong mat hién 1én mot tia
cam kich. Nhueng nang khong noi gi, chi lam theo y Bui Van Long, ldng 1é
1ui lai.

Huéng Ac thdy Hong Tu roi dai, muén dudi theo nhung bi Bui Vin
Long ngan can. Ga hung han tritng mat v4i déi phwong, nghién rang thot:
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“Héo tiéu t¥, nguwoi la o y tim phién toai? Vay dirng trach Huwéng gia
khong khach khi.”

N6i r6i, ga vo chweng vao nguc Bui Van Long.

Pay chinh la y dinh cida Bui Van Long. Vira r6i hdan con lo nhiéu nguoi
14n 16n, mot khi dong tht bt ngudi, sé 1am Huéng Ac thira loan bé chay.
Hién tai hai nguwdi ¢ trén dai dong thu, nhw 1a do ki, vi Hong Tu ma tranh
phong, Huwéng Ac sé khong dé dang chay, so v&i phi tam tw bt hdn dé dang
hon nhiéu.

Hai nguoi danh nhau lam khach xem duéi dai luon khen hay, nhu vay
Huwéng Ac cang khong thé i buéc, chi toi tii ba Thiém Huwong Lau & duéi
dai khéng ngtrng nan ni, hai ngudi dwong ac dau nao dé y dén? Vira bat dau
Huéng Ac twdng doi phuong bat qua 1a hang tam thudng, nén mot chiéu
trec dién muon danh cho tan phé, nhung lai bi doi phwong nhe nhang tranh
né, ba dén nam chiéu r6i, Hwéng Ac lién biét gdp phai kho khan, lic nay
muon dirng tay cling gitt khong noi si dién, dinh goi thu ha huynh dé trg
gitp, lai phat gidc may han t¥ cao 16n vay quanh dai, huynh dé lai ditng bén
ngoai, can ban chen vao khong dugc.

Huwéng Ac cang ddu cang kinh hoang, thit nhét 14 kinh ngac vi vo cong
do6i phuwong cao cwong, giang ho hiém thay; thit hai la kinh ngac dwéi dai
dot nhién xuat hién han tr vo cong cling hiém thdy, may huynh dé vai lan
muén x6ng 1én cttu déu bi ngidn can. P4au chi Hwéng Ac mat hét, chi nghi
lam sao thoat than, vira phan tam lap tic bi d6i phwong nam bat so hd, mot
chuwang danh tring nguce, nhat thdi rét xudng dai.

May han tir Bai Bang mu6n cttu giup, bi v0 s6 ngudi can dwong, chi
thay Bui Vin Long nhe nhang dap truéc mit Huwéng Ac, nhanh nhu chép
diém huyét ga, sau d6 hudng khach xem ti¥ phia dang khen giéi ma 6m
quyen thi 16, ra vé nhw khong c6 gi, vira noi:
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“Ta va vi bang hitu day c6 chut xich mich, dé khong anh hwéng nha
huwdéng moi ngudi, ching ta ra ngoai gidi quyét, moi nguoi ti€p tuc uéng
rrgu thueng nhac.”

N6i xong hin x6c Hudng Ac duéi dat 1én bé di trong tiéng ho ting cta
moi nguoi.

Bén ngoai sém c6 tha ha san sang tiép ng, doi thoat khéi giang co véi
may han tir Bai Bang lién dudi theo, chi thady xe ngwa mau chéng khéi hanh,
muon dudi cling khong kip.

Bi dan vé quan dich rdi, Hwéng Ac cu6i cling hiéu rd, chuyén hom nay
tuyét khong don gian la xung dot giang ho tam thwong, chi thay ngwoi tré
tudi dy khong ngd cé thé chi huy may cao tha nhw vay, ma moi ngwoi lai
phoi hgp thap phan an y, tuyét khong phai hang giang ho thao mang binh
thwong. Ga mo hé dodn duoc than phan chan chinh ctia d6i phwong, bat qua
van hy vong qua dugc.

Tai mot phong bi an trong quan dich, Huéng Ac duoc giai khai huyét
dao treo 1én. Bui Van Long kéo ghé ngoi tredc mat ga, nhin qua mot lwgt
nhi dwong gia Bai Bang, nhat giong thot:

“Ba Kiém Thuy Quy, trén song nuwdc co 1é ngwoi la quy, vao bo roi bat
qua la mot con lwra thoi. Ta day hanh sy dit khoat, ta hoi mot cau nguoi dap
mot cau, chi can ngwoi hoi dap khién ta hai long, ta lap tic tha nguwoi.”

“Hir!” — Hwéng Ac o4n han thé mot cuc dom — “Huéng gia khong may
roi vao tay nguwoi, mudn chém muon giét tuy tién.”

Khoe miéng Bui Van Long khé tao thanh nu cudi lanh 1€o:

“Du nguoi thue sy la quy, roi vao tay Thiét Dién Tham Tham ta, ngwoi
phai hoi han vi da lam quy. Ngudi dau! Theo quy cti ma lam!”
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Nghe may chit “thiét dién than tham”, Huwéng Ac khong khéi riing minh.
Giang ho truyén rang, trong triéu c6 mot thiét dién than tham ma than phan,
hanh tung déu cyc ki bi an, phéa vo s6 an 16n, thu phap pha an cuc ki cao
minh, thi doan tham tra thap phan doc ac. Du han chu yéu diéu tra an cung
quan lai dia phwong cac noi, tya ho 1a thudc vé D6 Sat Vién chuyén thay
triéu dinh giam sat bach quan, nhung doi khi cling cé giang hé dao phi roi
vao tay han, ké song s6t moi lan néi dén vi thiét dién than tham nay déu chi
toat ra sy’ s¢ hdi tan trong sau thim linh hon. Hwéng Ac khéng nghi ring
Thiét Dién Than Tham trong truyén thuyét lai tré tudi nhw vay, thwec khong
giong mot mat tham 1do luyén.

Khi Bui Van Long ha 1énh, may thu ha tha phap thuan thuc ché tru chan
tay Huéng Ac, 16t sach y phuc, tiép d6 mang h&n nhét vao bao tai 16n, chi
con cai dau & bén ngoai.

Trong tinh canh ndy, Huéng Ac da c6 chi y, vo ludn chiu khéc hinh nao
déu quyét khéng mdé miéng, chi can doi qua hai ba ngay, 1o dai nhat dinh
dan ngwoi dén citu. Bai Bang & ha du Trwong Giang tung hoanh nhiéu nam,
du 1a Kim Lang Thanh ciling qua lai tw nhién. Bwong doan déi phwong dung
dang khéc hinh nao, ga dot nhién nghe duwgc tiéng ric rich quen thudc khién
nguoi kinh tdm. Chi thady mot han tir mang cai 16ng lai, trong 16ng 1a thi gi
d6 mau xam tro dang chuyén dong khong ngirng, phét ra tiéng lit chit, nhin
ki, dang la mot dam chuot.

Ca nguoi Huéng Ac té dai, khong nén dwogc mé to hai mét kinh khung.
Chi thay han tr d6 dén tredc mat, khong chut biéu tinh mé cira 16ng, mang
muoi con chudt bé vao bao tai. Mot doan 16ng 14 1ém chédm trén co thé tran
truong cia Huéng Ac chay loan. Ga litu mang gidy 1én, phat ra tiéng thét
chdi tai:

“Mau tha ta ra, mau mang lao thtt tranh ra!”
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Pang tiéc miéng bao titr 6 Huéng Ac tré ra da budc chit, hon mudi con
chudt cung han bi nh6t chung mét chd. May con chuot ciing khong biét bi
déi bao nhiéu ngay, & trong do liéu mang quanh quan tim thitc an, bat dau
cin 1én da thit php phap ctia Huéng Ac. Poi g gidy ndy mot lic trén mat
dat, hai han t® m@i x6c han t6i trudc Bui Van Long. Bui Van Long ho hitng
nhin Huéng Ac vé mit nhin nhé, ca ngudi run rdy, lanh ling thét:

“Mac du la chu6t thwong, bat qua bé déi mudi ngay, ching cai gi ciling
gam. Chi choc 14t ching c6 thé gam xuyén qua da thit chui vao bung nguoi,
dén khi ay du ngwoi mudén mé miéng cling mudn roi.”

“Ta khai! Ta nguyén khai! Mau tha ta ra! Can xin nguwoi! Mau tha ta ra!”
— Huwéng Ac tran nwéc mét, cd ngudi cam gidc bi 1o thi gdm nham, cin xé,
qua thuye so véi lang tri con khing khiép hon, dac biét nghi dén canh ching
can xuyén da thit chui vao co thé, ga lién s¢ hai dén do ca than run ray,
khong con dam ngoan c6.

“Ta tam thoi chia tha ngwoi.” — Bui Van Long than nhién thét — “Chi co
nhitng 16i noéi ra trong tinh trang nay mdi chan thyc dang tin, néu nguoi
muon mau thoat, nén nhanh chéng hoi dap van deé cta ta.”

“Pugc! Hoi di!”

“Vu an tao van bi cwép mot thang trwdc, la do Bai Bang cac nguoi
lam?”

“Phai!”
“Cac nguoi tir dau 14y dugce hanh trinh cda quan thuyén?”
“Kim Sa Bang!”

“Kim Sa Bang?” — Bui Van Long nhuéng may — “Bon ching lam sao
biét dwoc tin tirc?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ta 1am sao biét?” — Huéng Ac néi nhanh — “Chiing tra tién moi Bai
Bang bon ta ho trg mot chuyén, sy thanh thi hang héa chia d6i. Du that tha,
bon ta ciing c6 hai van lwgng ban thu lao, nén bon ta du khong biét trén
thuyén quan co6 th gi, cling dong y xuat thu.”

“Nguyén lai cac ngwoi con khong biét trén quan thuyén chita hang gi!” —
Bui Van Long ngam nghi gat gu, lai hoéi — “Lit Kinh Hong cung thiy su ctia
han vé&i cac nguoi c6 cau két khong, nguwoi c6 biét s6 hang hoa do & dau
khong?”

“Puwong nhién khong cé, 1ao t¥ xuyt chit chét trong tay Lit Kinh Hong!”
— Huéng Ac dap nhanh — “Hang héa dé bi Lit Kinh Héng ddnh chim xudng
song, bon ta 1ap titc 1an xudng tim, nhwng ngay cad mot sgi 1ong cling chang
tim ra!”

“N6i vay cac nguoi mot phen trang tay a?” — Bui Van Long héi

“Khong han, tot xu gi cling 16i dugc hai van lvgng ctia Kim Sa Bang.”
— Huwéng Ac dau dén sdc mit trdng béch, biéu tinh méo mé hung ton. Bui
Van Long van khéng mau khong cham hoi tiép:

“Cac nguoi lién lac véi Kim Sa Bang nhw thé nao?”

“Viéc nay lao dai tv than thyc hién, ta hoan toan khong biét.”
“Lam sao m&i c6 thé tim duwgc lao dai Hai Vo Cuwong ctia nguoi?”
Huéng Ac chan chir mot chiit:

“Hai lao dai ¢ hai bo Truong Giang khong noi xac dinh, lac thi ¢ trén
thuyén, mudn tim y phai théng qua huynh dé trén séng.”

Bui Van Long lai hoi thém vai van dé, thay haéi tiép cling khong duoc gi,
lic ndy méi bao tha ha tha Hwéng Ac. Chi thdy trén than gi thuong tich
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tinh khong kinh khing nhw twdng twgng, chi la vai cho bi thwong ngoai da.
Bui Van Long biét ro hinh phat bitc cung muc dich la khién pham nhan m&
miéng nai 10i thye, khong phai dé hanh ha nguoi, bdi thé han rat xem
thuong khoc hinh khién nguwdi khac bi huy hoai dén chét cia dong mon. Bai
vay han md&i phat minh ra rat nhiéu tht doan bitc cung thoat nhin khiing bo
nhung thue té thwong hai than thé doi twong rat it. Han tin rang khién tam 1i
s¢ hdi cang hitu hiéu hon 1a nhuc thé théng khé. Nhw vay cho du khong
may gay oan udng cho nguoi tot, cling khong tao thanh thwong tat lau dai.

Lénh tha ha mang Hwéng Ac di rdi, nét mit Bui Vin Long 16 ra vé vui
mirng, tham than:

“Qua nhién Kim Sa Bang c6 quan hé, xem ra vu an tao van bi cudp, xac
thue c6 diéu ki quac!”

Han vo tay goi thu ha, phan pho:
“Pua ga phong moi dén day.”

Thu ha tuan 1énh bé di, chéc sau ap giai phong méi A Toan bi giam
trong quan dich dén. Bui Van Long trudce tién chuan bi mot t& ngan phiéu
dwa t6i tredc mat ga, vé mat tiéc ré:

“A Toan huynh chiu khé r6i, day la béi thwong giam gi hai ngay qua
cho ngwoi, cing vdi tién cua lan hop tac ké tiép giita ching ta, tai ha hi
vong con c6 thé duwgc A Toan huynh tro giip.”

A Toan bat man rén ri, bat qua nhin thady ngan phiéu, bat man lap tic tan
nhw may khéi, voi hoi:

“Khong biét dai nhan con c6 sai khién gi?”

“Ta can hét thay tin ttc lién quan dén Kim Sa Bang!” — Bui Van Long
nhat giong — “Ta biét ngwoi khong phdi c6 mot minh, bang hitu & moi gidi,
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dia gigi Kim Lang phat sinh chuyén gi e rang déu khong qua dwgc tai mat
nguoi. Tai vung Kim Lang nay, Kim Sa Bang hoat dong manh, néu ta doan
khong sai, ching vira lam dugc chuyén hang. Tim ra chuyén hang, ta tra
thay nguoi tra thu lao mét niva s6 nguoi do!”

A Toan nhat thoi hai mat phat sang:
“Pai nhan noi that ch?”

“Chung ta kich chuwdng lam ching. — Bui Van Long noi xong dua tay
phai lén.

“Pirng!” — A Toan lién lac dau — “T6i doi vdi 10i thé chwa bao gid tin
cay, trir phi dai nhan lap giao wdc.”

“V0 lai!” — Sdc mat Bui Van Long tram xu6ng nhw muon ndi gian,
nhung cudi cung bat dac di nhwong b — “Nguwdi dau, chuan bi biat myc!”

Choc lat giao wdc thao xong, A Toan can than xem lai, md&i than trong
cat vao, ngan lai van vai cdo tr r6i bé di. Mot ga tha ha cé chit bat man thi
thao:

“Pai nhan ra von nay cé phai la qua nang réi khong?”

“Nha khong c6 tré nho thi khong 16i kéo dwgce soi, tién von nay mot chiit
cling khong nang.” — Bui Van Long ngam nghi thot. Han tr 16i khai cua
Huéng Ac mo hd cam gidc vu an tdo van bi cuép, Lit Kinh Hong khong
thoat khéi can hé. Vi chitng thuc diém nay, bé bao nhiéu von cling dang!
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Chuong 4: Kim Sa Bang Chu

Du khong lau trude do cd nguoi ¢ day gay xung dot, bat qua kinh doanh
cta Thiém Hwong Lau tinh khong chiu anh hwéng gi. Béi vi moi do hoang
hon déu c6 hoa khéi Tan Hoai, Héng Tu ¢6 nwong hién vii, cho nén ngay
ngay Thiém Huong Lau déu don khach day ctra, huyén ndo nhdn nhip.
Hong Tu c6 nwong du chwa bao gio dén noi khac khiéu vii, cling khong tiép
nhan mua theo yéu cau cua khach, nhwng nang déi véi tiét muc biéu dién
moi ngay déu can than chu dao, khéng dé chit so sdy nao, c6 thé nhén ra
dugc tw trvde dén gio vii dao moi lan biéu dién cua nang déu khong giong
nhau.

Ciing khong biét bat dau ti khi nao, trong dam khach xem, c6 vai cong
tw tré tudi dién muc 6n nhudn nhw ngoc, nhan than sac bén nhuw wng. Hong
Tu nhan ra han la Bui dai nhan tirng bon cgt minh, vé sau lai vi minh giai
vay. Khong biét xuat phat tir loai tinh cam gi, Hong Tu doi v6i han luén
ludn nhin ma khong thay, tra nhw chwa bao gio gap qua han.

Moi lan dén Bui Van Long déu ngo6i @ mot goc co dinh, lang lang
thudng thirc vii diéu ctia Hong Ty, sau d6 im lang bo di. Lién tiép muoi
ngay déu nhu vay, thoi gian nay han gap Lit Kinh Héng hai lan, tuy nhién
hai nguwoi chi 1é phép goi nhau trén dudng, moi ngudi tw ngoi & moi goc
khac nhau thwéng thite vii ki cia Hong Tu. Chi thay bo dang Bui Van Long
nhan roi, ai cling khong nghi han chinh la dac st phung chi diéu tra.

Lan tht hai mwoi Bui Van Long dén Thiém Hwong Lau, vira khéo tai do

gdp Lir Kinh Hong lan thit ba, chi thay vi thuy sw dé doc tré tu6i & Kim
Lang lan dau tién khach khi chap tay néi véi han:
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“Bui dai nhan, thuwéng thitc vii diéu ciia Hong Tu ¢6 nwong xong, tai ha
khong biét c6 thé moi ngai mot chung chang?”

“Lir dé doc khach khi, chung regu nay Bui mo doi lau r6i.” — Bui Van
Long than nhién cudi, &nh mat dau vé thong tha.

Lic ho dang noi chuyén, nghe bon bé tiéng hoan h6 nhw sam, td ba da
1én dai, hwéng moi ngwdi cao hitng 16n giong tuyén bo:

“Hom nay Hong Tu c6 nuwong sé vi moi ngudi diéu vii mébi tredc nay
chwa tirng thay, Phi Thién!”

Lic ho dang noi chuyén, nghe bon bé tiéng hoan h6 nhw sam, td ba da
1én dai, hwéng moi ngwdi cao hitng 16n giong tuyén bo:

“Hom nay Hong Tu c6 nwong sé vi moi ngudi diéu vii mébi tredc nay
chwa tirng thay, Phi Thién!”

Khi moi ngwoi am am khen hay, Hong Tu minhh van y trang mau sac da
cham cham lén dai. Bui Van Long thay trén dai trong rong, nhung xa nha
treo mot dai bang dai, vira van treo gitta dai, khong biét dung lam gi. Mac
du da xem vo s6 vii dao cuia Hong Ty, nhung han van doan khong ra lan nay
Hong Tu lai c6 tro gi mdi.

Cung ltc vdi tiéng nhac vang 1én, Hong Tu chop lay dai bang treo trén
xa nha, bat day nhe nhang di chuyén vong quanh trén dai, t6c do ctia nang
cang lic cang nhanh, chuyén dong cling cang ltic cang ro. Bat ngd, nang lao
khoi dai, ngudi nhw phi yén bay lang khong it cao, dai bang bénh bong to
diém quanh than anh twa tién nit khiéu vii trén khong trung, nhe nhang lwét
trén dau moi nguoi. Nuong theo dai bang dang treo, Hong Tu & gitta khong
gian bat dau thi trién Phi Thién V!

Ching nhan quén cé 16i khen, mo mang ngam nhin tién t& xinh dep uén
lvgn trén khong, bong nhw dang & thién cung. Than hinh nhu nhwgce bay
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lwgn uyén chuyén gitta khong gian giong nhuw tinh linh khiéu vii trong
truyén thuyét, dung toan bo nhiét tinh lan sinh ménh, dwa nghé thuat dep dé
trinh dién dén cuc han!

Khong biét trai qua bao lau, lic Hong Tu nhanh nhen r&i tredng, moi
ngwoi m@i budng tiéng hoan hd. Bui Van Long ciing khong nén dugc 10i
khen va tiéng vo tay danh cho Phi Thién cuia Hong Tu. Han kinh ngac nhin
thdy trén mat khong it khach nhan hang hang 1é!

Khéach xem hung phan dan dan tan di, Thiém Hwong Lau lai khoi phuc
vé “nghénh lai tong vang(1)” cia n6. L Kinh Hong than tinh phitc tap, di
dén trudc mat Bui Van Long, noi:

“Bui dai nhan, moi!”

Bui Van Long theo chan Lt Kinh Hong 1én gian nha thinh trén tang hai,
vao ctra r6i mdi phat hién chuyén ngoai dy doan, Héng Tu c6 nwong da
thay y trang duvong co mdt ben trong. Tuy nhien Bui Van Long khong cam
thay dac biét kinh ngac, than nhién ngoi theo y mai ctia Lt Kinh Hong, né
nu cwoi tham tram thot:

“Ciing chi c6 L dé doc méi c6 duwge mat miii 16n nhw vay, c6 thé moi
Hong Tu ¢6 nwong dén hau rugu.”

“Bui dai nhan hiéu lam r6i!” — Lt Kinh Hong néi — “Lan trwdc dai nhan
giai vay cho Hong Tu, mang ga khach gay su di, Hong Tu con chwa biéu thi
long biét on, cho nén nho tai ha ma&i dai nhan dén, mu6n doi mat cam ta dai
nhan.”

“Héng Tu cd nwong qua khach khi.” — Bui Van Long cuwdi than nhién —
“Néi dén thue khéo, ga khach gay s no khong ngd la nhi duong gia Huéng
Ac ctia Bai Bang, ngoai hiéu Ba Kiém Ac Quy, it Lit huynh khong xa la
gi?”
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L Kinh Hong té vé tho o gat dau:

“Luc tao van bi cuwdp, han 1la mot ga cht mury, tai ha chwa thé giét duoc,
that la mot diéu that trach 16n! Pai nhan c6 thé bat dugc, cling xem la vi L
mo bado mot moi thu.”

Bui Van Long 6 6 cudi 1on:

“Tai ha may man, nén cam ta Hong Tu c6 nwong, khong ngd c6 thé thu
hit han phi trén song nwdc dén Thiém Hwong Lau. Pang tiéc Hong Tu c6
nwong da co tri ky, bang khong e rang tai ha mat day tu tién ct r6i.”

“Bui dai nhan lai dua r6i.” — Lt Kinh Hong lo 1a lanh nhat thot, khi no6i
khé nam lay ban tay nho bé ctia Hong Tu — “Héng Tu khong chi 1a hong
nhan tri ki, cling sap thanh thé t& cta tai ha, thinh dai nhan la chitng cho.”

“Thé t&?” — Bui Van Long c6 chit bat ngd — “Chang 1€ ngai dinh cuéi
nang tién mon?”

Sac mat Hong Tu ndi 1én vé trng hé mé hodc, dling cdm dén nhan anh
mat 6n nhu cua Lir Kinh Hong. Hai nguwdi yén lang nhin nhau, nghe L
Kinh Hong diu giong:

“Chi can tam tam twong an, cwdi hay khong co gi khac biét.”

Trong thdy anh mat tdm y twong thong cta hai nguwoi, tan day long Bui
Van Long lai troi 1én mot tia ghen tuong quen thudc, mac du vé ngoai Hong
Tu gan giong sw mudi qua doi, hung trong mat Bui Van Long, nang chi la
cai bong cua st mudi. Nam nam treedc nang nga vao long Lt Kinh Hong,
ndm nam sau thé than ctia nang cling lwa chon nhw vay. Diéu nay khién
trong long Bui Van Long dau dén mo ho, nén khong dwdc céi cwdi lanh 1€o:

“Kho trach Lt huynh phai ty hty twong lai, vi 14y long ngudi khong tiéc
hy sinh 16n nhw thé. Bui moé khong biét 1a nén kinh hay khinh bi ngwoi.”
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“Bui dai nhan cu6i cung biét duwgc bao nhiéu?” — Hong Tu tir dau chwa
ti'ng m& miéng, dot nhién héi — “Hém nay Hong Tu mdi tiéc dai nhan, tre
viéc dap ta hanh dong giai vay cta dai nhan, cling 1a mudn cung dai nhan
ban bac triét dé!”

“Nang cubi cung van la nhin khéng dwgc r6i!” — Bui Van Long hai lac
dau, trong mat tran dau tiéc nudi — “Mac du ta hau nhuw biét duwgc toan bo,
nhitng van hi vong suy doan ctia minh déu sai hét. Du nang chin c6 vai
phan giéng sw mudi qua doi cua ta, nhung vai phan nay ciing khién ta
khong gidu dugc long thwong hai. Bang tiéc, nang cudi cung van khién ta
that vong r6i.”

L Kinh Hong khong chut kich dong héi:
“Nguoi biét toan bo? Khong biét 1a toan bo chuyén gi day?”
Bui Van Long ty tin cuoi:

“Ta trwdc khi dén Kim Lang, c6 y nghién citu tau chiét vé vu tao van bi
cudp cua Lit huynh, trong do dac biét chu y dén viec nguoi danh chim
thuyén va toan bo hang héa. Lic dé ta nghi ngay, hang hoa bi cuép hoac
chim mat, doi v6i L& huynh ma néi trach nhiém déu nhw nhau, L huynh
khong can lam thém chuyén. Hang hoa roi vao tay gidc cwép, t6t xau con co
hy vong tim lai; mot khi roi xuéng nuwéc toan bd déu gap nwdc ma tiéu tan,
khong tim dugc nita. Hanh vi nay cua L huynh thuc kha nghi, day la nghi
diém th nhat.”

L Kinh Hong khé vudt cam noi:
“Co ly, ndi tiép xem!”

Bui Van Long nhan nhat thét:
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“Hong Tu c6 nwong chwa bao gid phinh ninh quyén quy, chwa tirtng mot
lan roi Thiém Huwong Lau hién v, lai dac biét hién vii tai yén tiéc tiép don
tai ha. Tai ha va Hong Tu c6 nwong von khong quen biét, quyén thé cling
khong 16n dén do c6 thé khién Hong Tu c6 nwong bg d&, hon nita trong yén
tiéc phat hién L huynh cung Hong Tu c6 nwong quan hé &m mudi. Bai vay
hanh vi cia Hong Tu c6 nwong la nghi diém thit hai.”

L Kinh Hong gat gat:
“Unm, tiép tuc!”
Bui Van Long ndi tiép:

“Thiét nghi cac ngudi cling nghe qua phong moi tin titc linh théng nhat
Kim Ling, tir chd hin ta biét chd Huéng Ac xuat hién, b6 tri vay bat. T
miéng Huéng Ac, ta méi hay vén Bai Bang tinh khong biét trén quan
thuyén chita hang gi, nhwng van tiép nhan uy thac cia Kim Sa Bang ma ra
tay. Du rét cuc khong cwdp duwgce hang, Kim Sa Bang van tra hai van luvgng
bac thu lao. Hai van Iwgng bac khong phaéi s6 nhé, Kim Sa Bang sao ma
ném di mot cach voé ich nhw vay? Pay la nghi diém thi ba. C6 ba nghi
diém, ta da c6 thé két noi lai thanh phac thao ca sy kién r6i.”

L Kinh Hong diém tinh héi:
“Khong biét su kién phac thao trong long ngai la gi?”
Bui Van Long cuoi noi:

“Bai nghi diém tht nhat, ta nhan ra y do thye sy trong tau chiét cta Li
huynh, la mu6n thong béo triéu dinh: hang héa mat di triét dé, khong can
tim lai; b&i nghi diém thit hai, ta doan dugc muc dich Hong Tu c6 nwong
hién vii, mu6n tan mat quan sat dac st phung lénh tra an la ta day dé doi
pho. Du ngoai hiéu “thiét dién than thdm” cta ta bén ngoai khong may
nguoi biét, nhung khong Itra dugce tai mat thong tué cua ki nit nhw Hong Tu
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c6 nwong. Nang c6 1€ cling biét ta thudc Do Sat Vién, doan duogc ta vi Liv dé
d6c ma t6i, nang lo lang cho van ménh ctia nguwdi trong mong, nén muodn
dich than can phan lugng ga dac st nay, trai lai lam 16 quan hé dac biét gitta
nang véi Lir dé doc; bai nghi diém thit ba, ta khang dinh Kim Sa Bang da
dac tha, ching néu dong y bé hai van lwgng bac, khang dinh nam chac hai
muoi van lugng trdm vao. Theo ta biét, gia tri ba thuyén hang do, néu vao
duwoc bo, chi it gia tri nam muwoi van lugng.”

“Bui dai nhan qua nhién khéng hé Thiét Dién Than Tham!” — Hong Tu
diém nhién héi — “Chang biét Bui dai nhan vi sao tit Kim Sa Bang lién
twong dén Hong Tu, ngay ngay dén Thiém Hwong Lau vui choi?”

Bui Van Long thoai mai cuoi:

“Nang da biét Thiét Dién Than Tham ta, cling nén biét ta c6 vai thu ha
dac luc chi?”

Hong Tu gat dau dap:

“Tha ha Thiét Dién Than Tham truyén thuyét cé that dai cong mon cao
thl, ngwoi nguwdi déu tinh thong mot mén cong phu tra an dac biét, bat qua
bon ho & Kim Lang chwa quen thudc, lam sao cé thé tra dwgc manh moi?”

“Nang quén mat dao li c6 tién khién quy sai ma r6i chang? Chi can chiu
bé tién, ty nhién c6 phong moi ban dia cho ta st dung.” — Bui Van Long
cwoi néi — “Nho vao bon hon tap tim dwgce nhan vat cha chot cia Kim Sa
Bang tat nhién la vong twdng, nhung tim bon tiéu lau la bén duwédi lai dé
dang. Chi can ching tim dwgc mot chit ddu tich, tht ha ta cé nang Iuwc tim
dwgc nhan vat nong cot cia Kim Sa Bang. Khong dén nira thang ngan ngui,
da c6 dau muc Kim Sa bang bi ngudi caa ta theo doi, nhwng van chwa thé tir
ching tim ra sao huyét Kim Sa Bang. Sau d6 ta phat hién may tén dau muc
c6 mot thdi quen chung, chinh la thwong dén Thiém Huong Lau thudng
thitc man biéu dién cuia Hong Tu c6 nwong. Ta tirng hoai nghi Thiém
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Hwong Lau la chon lién lac trong yéu cua Kim Sa Bang, nhung may dau
muc do trir viéc uéng rugu xem biéu dién nhw nhitng khach nhan binh
thuong, khong c6 dén cho nao dic biét, tham chi bon chiing ciing khong ¢
lién hé. Piéu nay khién ta b6i réi nhiéu ngay, vé sau ta ty dén hién treong
xem c6 nwong dién xudt vai lan, m@i dan phat hién bi an bén trong.”

“Bi an gi?” — Lit Kinh Hong hai.
Bui Van Long khé tho dai:

“Ki thuat khiéu vii cia Hong Tu c6 nwong thién ha tuyét diéu, ta khong
biét nén hinh dung thé nao. Nang khéng chi mang linh hén cung vii dao hgp
nhat, tham chi c6 thé dung dang mao dé truyén dat 1énh cho thu ha. Diém
nay hoi giong ngon ngit bang cd hiéu ma thay thu trén bién thwong dung,
nhung so vdi ky ngit phitc tap hon, cling my 1€ hon. Ta mang cai tén tran
tuc dé goi no la “vii nglt” vay. Ta nghi Hong Tu ¢6 nwong moi ngay thu
dwgc ngan lwong va thiép maoi, trong dé sé co tinh bao va thinh y cua thu
ha. Nang mang tinh bao cung thinh y giao cho bang chu Kim Sa Bang, sau
dé6 lai mang chi y cua bang chi mwon “vii ngit” thong bao dén dau muc
Kim Sa Bang lan trong khach nhan. Khé trach may huynh dé ctia ta cham
chu nhiéu ngay, van khong thay chiing giao lwu lién hé thé nao véi bang

»

chu.
Hong Tu hoi bién sac, thi tham thé dai:

“Bui dai nhan qua nhién tinh minh, Hong Tu khong thé khong boi
phuc.”

Vé mat Bui Van Long khong 10 chut dac y, chi c6 tiéc nudi:

“Mang hang trén ba quan thuyén cting bang chu Kim Sa Bang giao ra,
nang con tré, ta thiyrc khong danh giam ham trirtng phat nang. Chi can nang
giao ké thu ac, ta nguyén budng tha nang mot phen.”
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Hong Tu dé 10 nét cudi tinh nghich trén mat:

“Xem ra Bui dai nhan ciing c6 ch6 doan khong ra, bang chi Kim Sa
Bang khong phai ai khac, chinh la tiéu ni* t¢ Hong Tu.”

“Nang?” — Bui Van Long thap phan ngd ngang — “Nang chi 1a nit t& nhu
nhugc. lam sao c6 thé 1a bang chia chi huy Kim Sa Bang ma triéu dinh
nhiéu lan khong thu phuc dugc chi?”

Trén mat Hong Tu hién 1én than thaéi ki la, nghiém nghi noi:

“Phu than ta chinh la bang chi Kim Sa Bang, ngudi chét roi do ca ca
ti€p nhan, vé sau ca ca ciing chét bgi tay bon wng khuyén triéu dinh, nén ta
thay thé ca ca, tam git* chitc bang chad.”

“Kim Sa Bang?” — Bui Van Long cuoi lanh — “D6 la do cac nguoi ty
gan vang mat minh, ki thire bat qua la mét bang tiéu mau tac van chuyén
muoi tw. Ta cang thich céi tén triéu dinh dat cho cac nguoi — diém phi. Ta
khong hiéu, thanh danh diém bang trén giang ho tinh khong t6t, cha con hai
nguoi vi sao phai tién pho hau ké, tiv nhi hau di(2) ? Ta cang nghi khong ra,
tirng duong duwong la Kim Lang thay sw dé doc Litr Kinh Hong, vo trang
nguyén uy chan kinh sw, khéng ngd vi ké cwdp dep dé cia diém bang,
khong ti€c ty huy tién do, giam thu tw dao(3)! Cach day khong lau, triéu
dinh diéu chinh nghé bu6n mu6i, nghiém lénh diém n6ng ven bién khong
dwgc ty buén ban mudi bién, ké vi pham tram thu toan gia. Cac nguoi kiém
khong dwgc hang, chu y danh cap quan diém! Lir Kinh Hong thong qua
diém bang mang hanh trinh cta ba thuyén ch@ quan diém tiét 16 cho Bai
Bang, bé ra hai van luvgng thinh Bai Bang cuép thuyén. Loi dung sy thuan
1gi ctia nhiém vu ap van quan diém, mang mudi trén ba chiéc thuong trao
thanh bun cat. Bai Bang cuwdp thuyén, nguwoi thira co duc thuyén danh chim
hang hoéa, ai cling twéng quan diém trén ba chiéc thuyén gap nuwéc tan hét,
khong ai nghi ra mudi trén thuyén da roi vao tay diém bang ma than khong
biét, quy khong hay. Néu ta doan khong sai, s6 quan diém dé con & tai Kim

https://thuviensach.vn



Lang chi? S6 mudi nay & Kim Lang gia tri cy van, mot khi van chuyén dén
Trung Nguyén, cang quy hon “kim sa”, at la danh ty Kim Sa Bang ciing do
vay ma ra. Bang tiéc Lt trang nguyén thiéu nién dac chi ciing bi tai sac tw

hay twong lai, ngay ca tha cting cam thay khéng dang

"’

Sac mat L{r Kinh Hong khong 16 chut héi ti€c nao, trai lai nhin Bui Van
Long cudi noi:

“Pay la chan twéng vu an cuép Treong Giang trong 1ong nguoi sao? Bui
dai nhan qua nhién tra 4n nhu than, dang tiéc ta phdi bao véi nguoi rang,
nguoi sai roi, sai lam ngé ngan.”

“Sai a?” — Bui Van Long tu phu cwoi hoi — “Khong biét sai & dau?”
L Kinh Hong quay dau nhin Hong Tu cwdi mim, nam chat tay nang:

“Madc du lan dau tién gap Hong Ty, ta da xem nang la thé t, yéu nang
sau sac, nhung khong thé vi cam tinh ca nhan phan béi sy trung thanh doi
véi triéu dinh. Ta bién thu trdo doi quan diém, thinh Bai Bang thay ta chiu
toi, Bui dai nhan giong nhu ty minh chitng kién, nhwng doi véi dong co cta
ta lai doan hoan toan sai. Ta khong vi tai, khong vi sac. Cha con Héng Tu
truyén nghé ndi nghiép “diém phi”, cang khong gidng twdng twgng cua
ngwoi la vi ham mé tién tai dén tang tam dién cuéng.”

“Khong vi tai sac, vay la vi cdi gi?” — Bui Van Long cudi lanh.

L Kinh Hong nhin Héng Tu cwdi ma khong dap. Hong Tu hiéu y rit ra
mot lo s, khé trit trong binh thit gi d6 ra ban, mot thit cat trang tinh dwdi
anh dén phat xuat quang mang cho6i mat. Hong Tu cham cham héi:

“Trong mat Bui dai nhan, day la gi?”

Bui Van Long khong can ném ciing biét la muoi, khong khéi hir lanh
chang them hoi dap, mét van dé ranh ranh nhw vay, han khinh thuong
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khong dap. Chi nghe Hong Tu thé nhe:

“N6 ¢ trong mat Bui dai nhan chi bat qua la mu6i tam thwong, nhung
trong mat bach tinh binh thwong, n6 la vang, la “bach kim”! Thit kim sa
trang tinh! Ngai biét mot lo mu6i ¢ Trung Nguyén va Tay Bac tri gid bao
nhiéu ngan lvgng khong?”

Bui Van Lang khé lac dau, du han biét quan diém rat quy, nhung may
chuyén nho nhat nhw dau mudi cui gao, han luén hé do, hon nita quan diém
du quy cting khong anh hwdng dén khau vi cta han, cho nén han chua tirng
quan tam chuyén nhé nhu vay.

“Chi it tri mot hai nén bac! Twong dwong khau phan mot thang cia mot
nha binh thuong!” — Hong Tu vira noi lai thé dai — “Bui dai nhan cling biét
muoi bién la thi tam thuwong, vi sao dén Trung Nguyén va Tay Bac lai quy
gia nhu thé?”

Bui Van Long dot nhién bién sac, du biét quan diém quy gia, nhung
chwa tirng nghi qua né quy dén do nao, mot binh mudi nho con khéng dang
mot lwgng, khong ngd phai ton mdt nén bac, goi 1a “bach kim” cting khong
khoa trong. Han khong khéi chau may tram tw, du triwdc kia chwa tirng
nghi dén van dé nay, nhung hién tai bat dau minh bach, triéu dinh da kich tw
diém manh nhw vay, nghiém 1é tan khoc nhw vay, van khong it ké muon
mao hiém, hoan toan khong cach ngan chan. Mudi quy gia, 10i 16n nhw thé,
ai khong dong long.

“Bui dai nhan nhat dinh biét t6 huan “vinh bat gia phti(4)” cua triéu dinh
ch#? — L Kinh Hong dot nhién héi, day la dién cd nguwdi nguwdi déu biét,
nam dé Khang Hy hoang dén dang co, nhin thay Dai Minh triéu vong vi
triéu dinh chinh chién thu gom thué cao, bach tinh chiju khéng n6i ganh
nang, giwvong gay khai nghia, lam cho Trung Nguyén dai loan, Pai Thanh
triéu mai thira dip doat duwgc giang son van dam. Vi phong viéc dam vao
vét xe do cua tién triéu, Khang Hy dé da biét luwu lai t6 huan “vinh bat gia
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pht” cho hau nhan, nhac con chau ghi nhd sai 1am ctia Minh triéu. Pay la
dién c6 moi nguoi déu biét, cling la thanh twgu cha yéu ma triéu dinh danh
ki an cho thién ha bach tinh.

Thay Bui Van Long im lang gat dau, L& Kinh Hong noi tiép:

“Dang tiéc triéu dinh vinh vién déu c6 cach thu tién, du kinh trong t6
huén vinh bat gia phi, nhung triéu dinh rat nhanh tim dwgc con duwong phat
tai md&i, do 1a khong ché mudi an, thit ma ngwdi ngwoi déu can thiét, thi
hanh chinh sach triéu dinh d6c quyén. Ca nwdc trén dwdi, pham dinh dén
san xuat muodi an, van chuyén, buén ban déu thong qua quan phd, nguwdi nao
ti* mua ban déu bi nghiém 1é trirng phat, cd nha bi trdm! Tt d6 triéu dinh cé
thé chuyén quyén dinh gia mudi, mang thit muoi khong dang may van tién,
ban ra nhw gia vang, day la hinh thitc bién twdéng cta viéc thu thué than,
triéu dinh béc 10t bach tinh trang trgn! Dac biét doi véi 1énh nghiém trirng
muoi tw gan day cua triéu dinh, diém bang khong c6 mudi dé ban, cac cap
quan thwong thira co 1én gia, gia mudi cang lic cang cao, bach tinh nhin
muoi than thé. Néu diém bang khong c6 mudi, e rang bach tinh thiéu muoi
an bat dac di vi mu6i ma ban con cai.”

Bui Van Long nghe vay sac mat dai bién, khong phai vi L Kinh Hong
ngang nhién cong kich triéu dinh ma vi thdy diém nghiép den t6i. Chi nghe
Hong Tu néi tiép:

“Diém nong vung duyén hai phoi mot ganh mudi bién, ban cho diém
nghiép ti(5) khong qua nam tién, diém nghiép ti sang tay ban cho diém
thuwong dia phuwong hai muoi lvgng, diem thuwong ban lai cac nha budn nha
nho dén nam muwoi lwgng, nha budon nhé dwa dén tay bach tinh binh thuong,
mot ganh quan diém c6 thé 1én dén tram lwgng hon. Néu mang mudi
chuyén vao Trung Nguyén va Tay Bac, mot ganh mudi bién c6 thé ban
dugc nam tram lwgng hon. Tai tir nho sinh trudng ¢ Treong An, noi xem
muodi quy hon vang, biét ro bach tinh kho khan c6 duge mudi dé an, doéi luc
mot lang mudi khién huynh dé tré mat, phu ti thanh thu, khong biét c6 bao
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nhiéu bach tinh ca thang khong biét dén vi mu6i. B&i vay cha t6i mGi mao
hiém van chuyén mudi tw, sang lap sy nghiép Kim Sa Bang. Ching t6i mao
hiém dwong dau nguy hai, ttr bo bién mang mudi van chuyén dén dat lién,
chi ban quan diém vé&i gia mot phan, cé bao nhiéu bach tinh vi bi quan diém
rat can tay, hdt can mau. Quan phtt mang chiing t6i la diém phi, ki thyc

»
!

trieu dinh mdi la bon diém phi 16n nhat
Bui Van Long cudi lanh mot tiéng:

“N6i nhw vay, cac nguoi con la bo tat song thay troi thwong ngudi, ctru
kho citu nan r6i?”

L Kinh Hong than nhién noi:

“Lao gia ta cling & ndi dia, biét 1o cay dang bén trong. Hong Tu néi 10i
10i déu that, nén triéu dinh chinh tic diém nghiép, nghiém tra tw diém, thoi
khac Kim Sa Bang kiém khong duwgc hang, ta bat dac di cwdp doat quan
diém, dé cho diém bang, ciing la dé cho bach tinh thiéu mu6i an vuot qua ai
kho khan. Hién tai nguoi c6 thé dé thu ha tién vao, chac la nguwoi sém diéu
dong nhan thu bao vay ca Thiém Hwong Lau. H6m nay ta dén, chinh la
muon cung Hong Tu vuot qua kho khan.”

“Céac nguoi s6m da biét ta theo doi Thiém Hwong Lau, vi sao khong
nhan dém t6i bo chay?” — Bui Van Long thac mac. Chi thdy Hong Tu va L
Kinh Hong nhin nhau cwdi, Hong Tu cham rai thot:

“Muc tiéu ba thuyén quan rat 16n, ching to6i khong cach nao mang di.
Lic ngai dén Kim Lang, may ga thu ha lui ti tim hang hoa, theo doi chat
ché. T6i lwu lai Thiém Hwong Lau cung ngai ban bac, chinh 1a mu6n ngai
mang tat ca tha ha va bo khoai Kim Lang thanh diéu dén day. T6i vira r6i
thi trién mot khic Phi Thién Vi, da mang ménh Iénh truyén dat dén huynh
dé trong bang. Thoi khac nay Kim Sa Bang khong chi 1ap bang chi méi, ma
con phan phdi quan diém, chia nhau van chuyén dén cac noi. Bang chu toi
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tuy roi vao tay ngai, nhung Kim Sa Bang sé khong vi vay ma bi diét. Nguoi
ké thtra sé giong t6i ké thtra di chi ctia cha, cta ca ca, suat linh Kim Sa
Bang tiép tuc vi thién ha bach tinh buén mudi. Chi can quan diém con dat
nhv vang, huynh dé Kim Sa Bang tram hoai khong hét, giét mai khong
xong!”

“Piéu ho ly son!” — Bui Van Long dot nhién bién sac. Han cudi cung
hiéu r6 may han ti no khi xem Phi Thién V1, vi sao cAm dong dén roi 1€,
than tinh kich dong. Han khong khéi vira tirc gian vira boi roi, chat van —
“Nang khong tiéc hy sinh ban than, cling muén dem s6 mudi dé van chuyén
di! Nang lgi dung ltc ta pha an, khong ng@ ciing mang ta dat vao bay?”

“Ngai néu thay bach tinh noi dia kho s& vi mudi, sé li gidi dwgc hanh vi
cta t6i.” — Noi dén do, Hong Tu quay dau nhin L Kinh Hong, anh mat tran
ngap hoi tiéc — “Dang tiéc lién luy Kinh Hong, t6i danh cung chang lam
mot doi quy phu thé.”

“Nang ngan van lan dirng noi vay,”- Lt Kinh Hong khong dan dugc 6m
Hong tu vao long, lam bam bén tai nang — “Vi nang va bach tinh c6 hwong,
ta vO oan vo hai!”

Bui Van Long nhin mét d6i tinh nhan 6m nhau khong néi 10i nao, than
tinh phitc tap, im lang rat 1au, cudi cung cham rai rit boi kiém, huwéng Liv

Kinh Hong nghiém chinh thi Ié:

“Lt huynh, nam nam tredc tai ha thua nguoi nira chieu, hy vong hom
nay L huynh lai cho ta mot co hgi chitng minh ban than!”.

(1): chao mirng khach dén réi chitng kién ho ra di.
(2): cha truyén con néi

(3): tham 6, bién thu
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(4): vinh vién khong tang thué

(5): quan thu mua mudi cua triéu dinh
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Chuong 5: Vi Thanh

Nguoi gac dém trén choi cao da diém canh hai, vai cong mon cao thu
mai phuc ngudi ctra roét cuc nhan nai khong dwoc, chwa thay tin hiéu ctia
thirgng cap lién xong vao. Chi thay bén trong nha thinh con moi Bui Vian
Long dang ng6i, ngan nhin anh trang Tan Hoai bén ngoai song ctta dén xuat
than. Co6 ké thay nha thinh trong rong, nghi hodc hoi:

“Lit Kinh Hong va vii ky dau?”

“Chay r6i!” — Bui Van Long bu6n ba 1am bam — “Qua nhién khong hé la
Lt Kinh Hong, nam nam trwdc ta khong bang ngwoi, nam nam sau ta van
thua ngwoi nita chiéu. Kho trach s mudi nam dé mudn di theo nguoi,
nguwoi mai la anh hung dinh thién lap dia!”

Loi Bui Van Long du van c6 chut khong cam, nhwng do ki trong long da
vO anh vO tung. Mot ga tha ha can trong hoi:

“Lit Kinh Héng la nghi pham chu yéu trong vu an tao van bi cuép, han
chay r6i, ching ta lam sao giao pho triéu dinh?”

Bui Van Long nhat giong:

“BoOn quan sé tau trinh rd vdi triéu dinh, kinh can trach nhiém, cudi cung
khong dé quan diém roi vao tay gidc cudp. Ba thuyén quan diém, toan b0
da thanh nwéc, nhung Lit dai nhan da tan lwc r6i. Hom nay L dai nhan vi
dé mat quan diém, khong con mat miii dién kién hoang thwong, da giao ra
kim an va lénh phu thuy sw dé déc, tir gio quy an son 1am.”
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M4y ga tha ha nhin nhau, &nh mat tran day nghi hodc. Chi thay vi
thwong cap tré tudi chap tay di ra, vira di vira nhat giong thét:

“Vu an tao van bi cudp c6 thé két liéu roi, ta sé mang két qua diéu tra
bam vd&i ngw st dai nhan va hoang thwgng, bat luan ké nao cling khong
duoc tra lai!”

“Da!” — may ga thu ha du mu mo, nhung van 1ap titc té thanh dap.

Nhiéu nam sau, giang ho truyén tung mot doi phu thé hiép nghia hanh
tung vo dinh. Thé t truong tu thién vii, xinh dep lanh lung nhu tién tw;
trvong phu hao sang nghia hiép, khoai kiém nhw hong, ac liét tya vi vo
trang nguyén nam nao dung mat thanh treong kiém uy chan kinh thanh. Bat
qua truyén ngoén vinh vién la truyén ngon, chwra bao gio c6 sw chitng thuec...

HET
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